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INTRODUCTION

I n  1852  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t h i r t y - t w o  F l o r e n c e  

N i g h t i n g a l e  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  s o c i e t y ' s  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  f e m a l e  e n d e a v o r .  H er  f i c t i o n a l  h e r o i n e  

C a s s a n d r a ,  w hose  a g o n y  was N i g h t i n g a l e ' s  own, r e j e c t e d  

w o m an 's  p r o p e r  s p h e r e :  "Why h a v e  women p a s s i o n ,  i n t e l l e c t ,  

m o r a l  a c t i v i t y - - t h e s e  t h r e e - - a n d  a  p l a c e  i n  s o c i e t y  w h e r e  

no one  o f  t h e  t h r e e  c a n  h e  e x e r c i s e d ? " ^  C a s s a n d r a ' s  c r y  

was a n  ech o  o f  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  f e l t  i n  d r a w i n g  ro o m s  

t h r o u g h o u t  E n g l a n d .  As m i d d l e  c l a s s  women b e g a n  t o  r e j e c t  

t h e  p a s s i v e  r o l e  a s s i g n e d  th e m ,  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  r e f o r m  

i n  t e r m s  o f  w om en 's  l e g a l  s t a t u s ,  e d u c a t i o n  an d  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e m p lo y m e n t .

The w om en 's  movement  b e f o r e  1 8 5 0  h a d  b e e n  d e c i d e d l y  

f r a g m e n t e d .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  18^-8, t h e  y e a r  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  

i n  E u r o p e ,  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l i s t  F r e d e r i c k  D e n i s o n  

M a u r i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Q u e e n ' s  C o l l e g e  f o r  women i n  H a r l e y  

S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  o f  g o v e r n e s s e s . The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  B e d f o r d  

C o l l e g e  was f o u n d e d  i n  Lon d o n  b y  E l i z a b e t h  J e s s e r  R e i d
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t o  i n c r e a s e  f e m a l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n *  

Many o f  t h e  women l a t e r  a c t i v e  i n  f e m i n i s t  c a m p a i g n s  

a t t e n d e d  l e c t u r e s  a t  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  From 1 8 5 0  

onward  t h e  m ovement  b e g a n  t o  a s su m e  a n  o r g a n i z e d  s h a p e .

The f i r s t  a b o r t i v e  a t t e m p t s  t o  g a i n  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  d a t e  

f r o m  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The movement  b r o u g h t  men an d  women 

t o g e t h e r  i n  f o r m a l  c o m m i t t e e  s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  

f i f t y  y e a r s .  F e m i n i s t  j o u r n a l s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  

s o c i e t i e s  d e v o t e d  t o  w o m e n 's  i s s u e s  b e g a n  t o  f u n c t i o n .

The c a m p a i g n  f o r  f e m a l e  a c c e s s  t o  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

o p e n e d  a n d  saw i t s  f i r s t  s u c c e s s e s  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s .

The f i r s t  o r g a n i z e d  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

B r i t a i n  w e re  t h e  w o rk  o f  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  women f r o m  

u p p e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m ic  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

b a c k g r o u n d s .  T h e i r  e f f o r t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e i r  s e x  

c a n  o n l y  be  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m  m ovem en ts  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

F e m i n i s t  s t r u g g l e s  w e r e  n o t  i s o l a t e d  p h e n o m e n a .  The 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  w o m en 's  movement  

w ere  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  members  o f  a  s e l e c t  g r o u p  o f  

f a m i l i e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s .

T h e se  e f f o r t s  w e r e  a m a t e u r  i n  t h e  b e s t  s e n s e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  

t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  a  u n i f i e d ,  c u l t u r a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  s e g m e n t  

o f  s o c i e t y .  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  m o d e rn  s e n s e  h a d  y e t  t o  

d e v e l o p  a n d  a  r e a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  was some



d i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The e s s e n t i a l l y  a m a t e u r  q u a l i t y  

o f  V i c t o r i a n  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s  i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  many 

a r e a s ,  i n  t h e  m a g a z i n e s  an d  r e v i e w s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  

t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  an d  i n  

t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  

a n d  i m p ro v e m e n t  o f  t h e  human c o n d i t i o n .  E v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  

i n  r e f o r m  c i r c l e s  s e r v e d  a s  h i s  o r  h e r  own h i s t o r i a n  

an d  s c i e n t i s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d o c t o r ,  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  p o e t  

a n d  a r t i s t .  The f a m i l i e s  t h a t  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  r e f o r m  

movem ents  o f  t h e  s i x t i e s  and  s e v e n t i e s  made u p  a n  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  a n a l y z e d  h y  

N o e l  A n n a n .^  The w i v e s ,  d a u g h t e r s  an d  m a i d e n  a u n t s  o f  

t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  became t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

w om en 's  m o v em en t .  E v a n g e l i c a l ,  Q u a k e r  a n d  U n i t a r i a n  

f a m i l i e s  w e r e  d ra w n  t o g e t h e r  b y  t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  

i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement w h i c h  o p e n e d  

t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  M i n g l i n g ,  o f t e n  i n t e r m a r r y i n g ,  

i n  a  w o r l d  o f  c u l t u r e  a n d  i n t e l l e c t ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

s e c u r e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  V e n n s ,  

M a c a u l a y s ,  Wedgwoods,  D a r w i n s ,  G u r n e y s  an d  S m i t h s  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  " g e n t l e m e n "  b u t  n e v e r  c o n f u s e d  t h e i r  

p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  t r u e  g e n t r y .  T h ey  w o rk ed  f o r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m  a n d  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  

o f  m e r i t  a n d  t a l e n t .  By 1853  t h e i r  i d e a l s  w e re  e x p r e s s e d  

i n  t h e  T r e v e l y a n - N o r t h c o t e  r e p o r t  o n  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  r e f o r m .



I n  t h e  s i x t i e s  a n d  s e v e n t i e s  t h e y  w e re  d ra w n  t o g e t h e r  i n  

c a m p a i g n s  f o r  f r a n c h i s e  r e f o r m ,  a n  e n d  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  

d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  im p ro v e m e n t  o f  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n .

The women o f  t h i s  c o m f o r t a b l e  u p p e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  w o r l d ,  

w hose  l i v e s  w e re  f i l l e d  w i t h  E u r o p e a n  t r a v e l  a n d  b r i l l i a n t  

d i n n e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  r e m o v ed  i n  a l l  b u t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p o v e r t y  o r  p h y s i c a l  

d e p r i v a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  a c t i v a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  

c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  V i c t o r i a n  

women o f  a l l  c l a s s e s .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  l i t t l e  p u b l i s h e d  on  t h i s  e a r l y  

p e r i o d  o f  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t y  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e x u l t a n t  

a n d  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  p r e j u d i c e d  h i s t o r i e s  a n d  b i o g r a p h i e s  

p r o d u c e d  b y  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  f e m i n i s t s ,  t h e m s e l v e s  

d e c e n d e n t s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

a r i s t o c r a c y .  Ray S t r a c h e y ’ s  The C a u s e , 1 9 2 8 ,  a n d  

B a r b a r a  S t e p h e n ' s  E m i l y  D a v i e s  an d  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e , 1927» 

a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  w o rk .  B e f o r e  a  g e n e r a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  r e s e a r c h  m u s t  

b e  u n d e r t a k e n  on  i n d i v i d u a l  f e m i n i s t  l e a d e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  on  

t h e  w o r k i n g s  o f  o i - g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  

P r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  Em ploym ent  o f  Women, t h e  N a t i o n a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  P r o m o t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e ,  t h e  

K e n s i n g t o n  S o c i e t y  and  o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e s  f o r  p r o m o t i o n  o f  

e m p lo y m e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n  and  w om en 's  s u f f r a g e .  P e r i o d i c a l s
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s u c h  a s  t h e  E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h w o m a n 1s 

R ev ie w  o f  S o c i a l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  Q u e s t i o n s  m u s t  h e  s t u d i e d  

an d  c o m p a re d  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  p e r i o d i c a l s  o f  t h e  d a y  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  how w o m an 's  l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a s  w e l l  a s  

h e r  s e l f - i m a g e  was  c h a n g i n g .

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  e x am in e  t h e  l i f e  o f  B a r b a r a  

L e i g h  S m i t h  B o d i c h o n  ( 1 8 2 7 - 1 8 9 1 )  an d  a n a l y z e  h e r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  f e m i n i s t  m o v em e n t .  One 

o f  t h e  m a j o r  f i g u r e s  i n  t h a t  m ov em en t ,  s h e  r e m a i n s  l a r g e l y  

unknown t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  r e a d e r .  H er  c o n ­

t e m p o r a r i e s  c o n s i d e r e d  B o d i c h o n  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  f e m i n i s m  

i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A l t h o u g h  

h e r  b o d y  o f  p u b l i s h e d  w r i t i n g s  was s m a l l  s h e  was a n  

e n e r g e t i c  an d  e f f i c i e n t  o r g a n i z e r .  D e s p i t e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  

r o l e  s h e  p l a y e d  i n  e a r l y  f e m i n i s t  e f f o r t s  l i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  

w r i t t e n  a b o u t  h e r .  H e s t e r  B u r t o n ' s  e a r l y  p o p u l a r  

b i o g r a p h y  r e m a i n s  t h e  o n l y  a c c o u n t  o f  h e r  l i f e .  I t  i s  a  

p l e a s a n t  s k e t c h ,  b u t  p r o v i d e s  o n l y  t h e  b a r e s t  o u t l i n e s .

A s e r i o u s  s t u d y  o f  B o d i c h o n  i s  n e e d e d .  L .  P .  C u r t i s  

n o t e d  i n  1966  t h a t  b i o g r a p h y  " s h o u l d  s e e k  t o  i n t e r p r e t

t h e  c u l t u r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  j u s t  a s  i t  s h o u l d
L

r e v e a l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h r o u g h  h i s  c u l t u r e . "  B o d i c h o n ' s  

p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y  g a i n s  a d d e d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  i t  b eco m es  

a n  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  s h e  l i v e d .  H er  f e m i n i s t  w o rk
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c a n n o t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h o u t  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  U n i t a r i a n  c i r c l e  f r o m  w h i c h  s h e  cam e.  

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c  c o n n e c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  u p p e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  B o d i c h o n  

t r a v e l e d  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s e  t o  p l a c e  f e m i n i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  o t h e r  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  r e f o r m  c a m p a i g n s .
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CHAPTER I

THE SMITHS: THREE GENERATIONS OF 

PUBLIC SERVICE

B a r b a r a  L e i g h  S m i t h  B o d i c h o n  was b o r n  o n  A p r i l  8 ,

1827  a t  W a t l i n g t o n ,  i n  S u s s e x ,  t h e  e l d e s t  c h i l d  o f  

B e n j a m i n  L e i g h  S m i t h  a n d  Anne L o n g d e n .  The S m i t h  f a m i l y  

was w e a l t h y ,  U n i t a r i a n  a n d  a c t i v e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r e f o r m  

c a u s e s .  The f a m i l y  o r i g i n a t e d  on  t h e  I s l e  o f  W ig h t  and  

h a d  owned a  s m a l l  e s t a t e  t h e r e  s i n c e  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Jam es  I .  

The S m i t h s  h ad  b e e n  D i s s e n t e r s  s i n c e  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r  S a m u e l  S m i t h  

( b o r n  1 7 2 7 )  was a  n o t e d  Lon d o n  m e r c h a n t .  He an d  h i s  

b r o t h e r  B e n j a m i n  w e re  p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  w h o l e s a l e  

g r o c e r y  f i r m ,  i n  C an n o n  S t r e e t  an d  S t .  S w i t h i n ' s  Lane  i n  

t h e  C i t y  o f  L o n d o n ,  w h i c h  f r o m  a b o u t  1761 n e t t e d  i t s  

o w n e rs  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s  p e r  annum f o r  t h e  

n e x t  f i f t y  y e a r s . '* '  S am u e l  an d  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h  b r o a d e n e d  

t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  i n v e s t m e n t s  b y  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  e s t a t e  a b r o a d ,  

t h u s  b e c o m in g  o w n e r s  o f  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  

S a v a n n a h ,  G e o r g i a .  H ow ev er ,  t h e y  s y m p a t h i z e d  so  d e e p l y  

w i t h  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o l o n i s t s  t h a t  t h e y  g a v e  up  

t i t l e  t o  t h a t  l a n d ,  r e p u d i a t i n g  a l l  c l a i m s  f o r  p r o p e r t y

8
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loss in an effort to make plain their support of American
2declarations of independence.

Samuel's son William Smith (1756-1835) was generally
acknowledged as the leading parliamentary spokesman for
Dissenters of all denominations. He served from 1 8 0 5  to
1832 as chairman of the Protestant Dissenting Deputies, a
committee of laymen representing Presbyterians, Independents
and Baptists, which had operated since 1732  to take care of

3the civil affairs of the Dissenters.
The prosperity of the family business enabled William 

Smith to devote his life to public work. Elected first as 
M .P.  for Sudbury in Suffolk in the general election of 
178^, he spent the greater portion of his career serving 
Norwich as M .P.  from 1802  until his retirement from 
parliamentary life after the dissolution of July 2^, I8 3 0 . 
Smith did not enjoy the political limelight, preferring to 
make his contributions quietly, behind the scenes, but in 
several of the reform efforts of his day he played a vital, 
if not dominant role. Indeed, in one campaign he was the 
foremost public figure, the struggle of the Dissenters to 
extend religious liberty and achieve real political 
equality.

William Smith became a Unitarian at the end of the 
eighteenth century. Increasingly throughout the century 
the spirit of Rational Dissent grew, asserting the right 
of individuals to employ reason in the interpretation of
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S c r i p t u r e  a n d  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e ,  n o t  t h e  o p i n i o n s

o f  t h e  F a t h e r s ,  was t h e  b a s i s  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m .  The

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  s i g n  o f  t h e  R a t i o n a l  D i s s e n t e r s  was t h e i r

i n s i s t e n c e  on  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  o f  f r e e d o m  
ko f  i n q u i r y .  J o s e p h  P r i e s t l e y ,  T h e o p h i l u s  L i n d s e y  an d  

Thomas B e l s h a m  moved f r o m  R a t i o n a l  D i s s e n t  t o  l e a d e r s h i p  

i n  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  movement  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  E i g h t  

y e a r  o l d  W i l l i a m  S m i t h  m e t  Thomas B e l s h a m  a t  a  d i s s e n t i n g  

s c h o o l  a t  W a re .  B e l s h a m  was s i x  y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  S m i t h  and  

t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  s c h o o l  

y e a r s  a t  W are ,  D a v e n t r y  a n d  on  t h r o u g h  a d u l t  l i f e .  B e l s h a m  

a n d  S m i t h  c h o s e  U n i t a r i a n i s m  i n  1 7 8 9  an d  1791  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

a m i d s t  t h e  s o c i a l  f e r m e n t  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  an d  

g e n e r a l  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t . ^  I n  a  s e rm o n  

p r e a c h e d  i n  1 7 9 0 ,  B e l s h a m  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t r u t h  

a n d  m a n ' s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  s t r i v e  a l w a y s  t o w a r d  t h a t  s a c r e d  

c o n c e p t ,  d e c l a r i n g  i t  t o  b e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  d u t y  o f  a l l  " t o  

b e a r  t e s t i m o n y  t o  i t  b y  d i l i g e n t  e n q u i r y  a f t e r  i t ,  c o u r a g e o u s  

p r o f e s s i o n  o f  i t ,  f a i t h f u l  a d h e r e n c e  t o  i t ,  a n d  b y  u s i n g

e v e r y  f a i r  an d  h o n o u r a b l e  m eans  o f  p r o m o t i n g  i t s  p r o g r e s s  i n
£

t h e  w o r l d . "  Rev .  B e l s h a m 1s e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h  

becam e t h e  b a s i s  o f  W i l l i a m  S m i t h ' s  p e r s o n a l  an d  p o l i t i c a l  

c r e d o .  S m i t h ' s  r e l i g i o u s  a s s e r t i o n  i n  1 8 0 8 :  "Who b u t  t h e  

i n f a l l i b l e  s h a l l  p r e s u m e  t o  a r r o g a t e  t o  h i m s e l f  a l o n e  t h e  

t i t l e  o f  o r t h o d o x  o r  e v a n g e l i c a l ?  Who d u l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  

w e a k n e s s  o f  h i s  r e a s o n  a n d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  p r e j u d i c e s
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■7
s h a l l  c l a i m  t o  be  e x c l u s i v e l y  r a t i o n a l ? "  e c h o e d  i n  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  s p e e c h e s  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  l i b e r t y  a n d  i n  h i s  

p e r s o n a l  c o n d u c t  o f  a n  u r b a n e  a n d  t o l e r a n t  h o u s e h o l d .

The h a l l m a r k  o f  U n i t a r i a n s  o f  t h e  P r i e s t l e y - B e l s h a m  

s c h o o l  was t h e i r  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  r e a s o n  i n  

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t r u t h ,  a  r e f u s a l  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  

r e a c h e d  u l t i m a t e  t r u t h  a n d  a  t o l e r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  p r e ­

v e n t e d  f o r c i n g  t h e i r  v e r s i o n  o f  t r u t h  o n  a n o t h e r  i n d i -
O

v i d u a l .  E x c l u d e d  f r o m  O x f o rd  a n d  C a m b r id g e  b y  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  

(C a m b r id g e  a d m i t t e d  D i s s e n t e r s ,  b u t  g r a n t e d  no d e g r e e s  

w i t h o u t  s u b s c r i p t i o n )  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  d e v e l o p e d  i n d e p e n d e n t  

a c a d e m i e s  s u c h  a s  W a r r i n g t o n  an d  D a v e n t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  was i n  t h e s e  a c a d e m i e s  t h a t  t h e  

r a t i o n a l i s t i c  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  a g e  e x e r t e d  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  

i n f l u e n c e  i n  r e l i g i o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  s e c u l a r  s p h e r e s .  J o h n  

L o c k e ' s  E s s a y  C o n c e r n i n g  Human U n d e r s t a n d i n g  ( 1 6 9 0 ) ,  l o n g  

u s e d  a s  a  t e x t  i n  t h e  d i s s e n t i n g  a c a d e m i e s ,  s t r e n g t h e n e d  

t h e  c a u s e  o f  r a t i o n a l  i n q u i r y  i n t o  s a c r e d  t r u t h :  " I  d o u b t  

n o t  b u t  t o  show t h a t  a  man,  b y  t h e  r i g h t  u s e  o f  h i s  n a t u r a l  

a b i l i t i e s ,  may,  w i t h o u t  a n y  i n n a t e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a t t a i n  a
g

k n o w le d g e  o f  God, an d  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  c o n c e r n  h i m . " 7

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  f o r  c i v i l  and  

r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  was a  n a t u r a l  o u t g r o w t h  o f  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s .  

D i s s e n t e r s  o f  a l l  s o r t s  w e re  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e .  T h e y  h a v e  

b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  t h e  m o s t  p o l i t i c a l l y  m in d e d  p e o p l e  o f
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t h e i r  t i m e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  t h e y  m e t  d a i l y ,  w h i c h  

c o u l d  o n l y  b e  j u s t i f i e d  o r  condem ned  i n  p o l i t i c a l  t e r m s .'1'0 

I n d e e d ,  D e f o e ' s  b i o g r a p h e r  W a l t e r  W i l s o n  a s s e r t e d  i n  a  

s p e e c h  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  M o n th l y  R e p o s i t o r y  i n  1 8 2 3 ,  "A 

d i s s e n t e r ,  w h a t e v e r  may be  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  o p i n i o n s , . . . i s  

e m i n e n t l y  a  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  b e i n g  made so  b y  t h e  s t a t e .  

I t  i s  h i s  d u t y  t h e r e f o r e ,  n e v e r  t o  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  h i s  

s i t u a t i o n ,  n o r  t o  f o r e g o  a n y  f a i r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  u r g i n g  

i t s  a m e l i o r a t i o n . " ' 1''1'

One o f  t h e  m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  

R e fo rm  B i l l  i n  1832  r e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  

t h e  o l d  o l i g a r c h y  b a s e d  on  l a n d  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i v i l e g e  

a n d  r i s i n g  new t a l e n t ,  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  an d  e x p a n d i n g  m i d d l e  

c l a s s  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  r a p i d  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h  

o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  t h e i r  c o m m e r c i a l  

a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  s u c c e s s ,  and  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  an d  c i v i l  d i s a ­

b i l i t i e s ,  t h e y  f o r m e d  a  l a r g e  a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  i n  

t h e  new m i d d l e  c l a s s  a n d  w e re  n a t u r a l l y  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r s  

o f  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  o l d  o l i g a r c h i c a l  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s y s t e m .

U n i t a r i a n s  w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c t i v e ,  c a u g h t  u p  i n  t h e  

d i v i s i o n s  o v e r  t h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  condem ned  f o r  o v e r -  

z e a l o u s  d e v o t i o n  t o  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m  b e t w e e n  1790  a n d  1 8 3 2 . 

As l a t e  a s  1825  t h e  c h a r g e  was made i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

R e m e m b r a n c e r : "The U n i t a r i a n s  a r e  a  p o l i t i c a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a
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12r e l i g i o u s  s e c t - - r a d i c a l s  t o  a  m a n ."  I t  was c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  

t h a t  w h i l e  some d i s s e n t i n g  s e c t s  f o u g h t  r e f o r m s  s u c h  a s  

C a t h o l i c  E m a n c i p a t i o n ,  t h e  U n i t a r i a n s  s u p p o r t e d  e v e r y  move­

m en t  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m  w i t h o u t  

p r e j u d i c e .

W i l l i a m  S m i t h  was no d e m o c r a t ,  h o w e v e r .  S m i t h  and

B e l s h a m  w e re  W h ig s ,  l i b e r a l  W h ig s ,  b u t  W higs  n e v e r t h e l e s s .

M i c h a e l  R o b e r t s  h a s  c l a s s i f i e d  S m i t h  a s  a  member o f  t h e
13m o s t  a r d e n t  r e f o r m  w i n g  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  J  He d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n

o v e r w h e l m i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  common man,  n o r  d i d  he  f o r e s e e  a

r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  makeup o f  t h e  House  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f

r e f o r m ,  w i t n e s s  h i s  s t r o n g  s t a n d  f o r  a  s t i f f  p r o p e r t y

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e rs .  What  m i g h t  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o

a  p r o f o u n d  c o n s e r v a t i s m  i n  h im ,  h o w e v e r ,  was t e m p e r e d  b y  t h e

U n i t a r i a n  d o c t r i n e  o f  N e c e s s a r i a n i s m ,  a d v a n c e d  b y  J o s e p h

P r i e s t l e y  a n d  i n i t i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n  a n  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m
lij.

b y  S m i t h ' s  f r i e n d  B e l s h a m  a t  D a v e n t r y .  The d o c t r i n e  was 

f a i r l y  s i m p l e .  The u n i v e r s e ,  m o r a l  an d  n a t u r a l ,  moved 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  l a w s  s e t  i n  m o t i o n  b y  God. The l a w s  w e re  

i n e v i t a b l e ,  b u t  man c o u l d ,  b y  u s i n g  t h e  r e a s o n  God h a d  

g i v e n ,  a s  s c i e n t i s t s  h a d  c l e a r l y  shown,  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l a w s  

a n d  c o n f o r m  t o  th e m .  Man h a d  a  p o s i t i v e  d u t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

a n d  a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  f o r  i n  t h i s  a c t i o n  he  was a d v a n c i n g  t h e  

d i v i n e  p l a n .  N e c e s s a r i a n i s m  was n o t  f a t a l i s m ,  h o w e v e r .  The 

N e c e s s a r i a n  c o n t e n t i o n  was t h a t  u n d e r  t h e i r  s y s t e m ,  e v e r y  

man i s  t h e  m a k e r  o f  h i s  own f o r t u n e .  E a c h  m a n ' s  a c t i o n s
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a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  l i n k s  i n  t h e  c h a i n  o f

c a u s e s  an d  e f f e c t s . T h e  d o c t r i n e  made S m i t h  b a s i c a l l y

o p t i m i s t i c ,  l e a d i n g  h im  t o  e x p r e s s  a  d e e p  b e l i e f  i n  a

" p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  im p ro v e m e n t "  d e c r e e d  b y  p r o v i d e n c e ,  h e n c e

h i s  l i b e r a l i s m  d e r i v e d  f r o m  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  a s s i s t  p r o v i d e n c e .

H i s  i d e a s  p l a c e d  h im  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  m o s t  l i b e r a l  o f  t h e

Whig p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  C h a r l e s  Jam es  F o x  o f

November  1 5 ,  1801  he  a g r e e d  w i t h  F o x ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e

m o s t  v i t a l  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  d a y - - p e a c e ,  R e fo rm ,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n

o f  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  t e s t s  i n  c i v i l  m a t t e r s ,  and  t h e  a b o l i t i o n
1 ^o f  t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e .

The f i r s t  i m p o r t a n t  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e b a t e  W i l l i a m

S m i t h  t o o k  p a r t  i n  was t h a t  on  Mr. B e a u f o y ' s  m o t i o n  i n
171787  f o r  a  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  T e s t  and  C o r p o r a t i o n  A c t s .  On

M arch  1 ,  1791  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  d e b a t e  o n  a  m o t i o n  f o r

l e a v e  t o  b r i n g  i n  a  b i l l  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  C a t h o l i c

d i s s e n t e r s .  He s p o k e  t w i c e  o n  t h a t  same b i l l  i n  A p r i l  1791

a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  r e l i g i o u s

d i s a b i l i t i e s  u n t i l  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  T e s t  an d  C o r p o r a t i o n

A c t s  i n  1 8 2 8 .  S m i t h  g a v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s

c o n v i c t i o n s  i n  a  s p e e c h  i n  1 7 9 °  d e f e n d i n g  J o s e p h  P r i e s t l e y .

He was o u t s p o k e n  a n d  g a v e  no t h o u g h t  t o  h i s  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y

d e s p i t e  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  f e a r  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  was

e n c o u r a g i n g  a g a i n s t  a l l  k i n d s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  and  l i b e r a l  
1 8o p i n i o n .  The f r e q u e n t  l e n g t h  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  t h e i r  

e a r n e s t  r i g h t e o u s  t o n e  a n d  h i s  p r o m i n e n t  p o s i t i o n  a s
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c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  d e p u t i e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  made

him a  t a r g e t  f o r  s a t i r e  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  poem o f  t h e  p e r i o d :

A t  l e n g t h  when t h e  c a n d l e s  b u r n  lo w  i n  t h e i r  s o c k e t s ,
Up g e t s  W i l l i a m  S m i t h  w i t h  b o t h  h a n d s  i n  h i s  p o c k e t s ,
On a  c o u r s e  o f  m o r a l i t y  f e a r l e s s l y  e n t e r s  
W i t h  a l l  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  a l l  t h e  d i s s e n t e r s .  y

S m i t h ’ s  y o u t h  was s p e n t  i n  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  h o u s e  a t

C la p h a m ,  w h i c h  o f f e r e d  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  c o u n t r y  r e t r e a t  f o r

Lon d o n  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  a s  i t  was o n l y  a b o u t  f i v e  m i l e s  b y  r o a d

f r o m  t h e  Common t o  t h e  C i t y .  P r o m i n e n t  among t h e  S m i t h s '

n e i g h b o r s  was a  g r o u p  o f  f a m i l i e s  o f  E v a n g e l i c a l  v i e w s ,  t h e

C lap h am  s e c t ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  men l i k e  H e n r y  T h o r n t o n ,  t h e

b a n k e r ,  C h a r l e s  G r a n t ,  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  Company,

Jam es  S t e p h e n ,  Z a c h a r y  M a c a u l a y ,  G r a n v i l l e  S h a r p  an d  W i l l i a m  
20W i l b e r f o r c e .  S m i t h  d e v e l o p e d  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h

members  o f  t h e  s e c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  T h o r n t o n  an d  W i l b e r f o r c e .

He s u p p o r t e d  W i l b e r f o r c e  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l o n g

c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y .  I n  1788  he  s u p p o r t e d  S i r  W i l l i a m

D o l b e n ' s  m o t i o n  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n  s l a v e  b i l l  a n d  i n  1 7 8 9  he

made one  o f  s e v e r a l  p a s s i o n a t e  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  s l a v e r y :

L e t  no man h e r e  i m a g i n e  h i m s e l f  s a n c t i o n e d  b y  e x a m p le  
o r  d e f e n d e d  b y  n u m b e r s ;  b u t  l e t  h im  a s k  h i m s e l f ,  i f  
h i s  own w i f e  o r  h i s  own d a u g h t e r  w e re  one  o f  t h e  
t r e m b l i n g  t h o u s a n d ,  whom o u r  r u t h l e s s  a n d  d i r t y  v o t e  
i s  a b o u t  t o  t e a r  f r o m  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  an d  c o n s i g n  t o  
a l l  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  f o r e i g n  s l a v e r y ?  Were t h a t  t h e  
c a s e ,  S i r ,  how w o u ld  h e  t h e n  a c t ?  Would he  t h e n  be  
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  f l i m s y  p r e t e n c e s  o f  s l a v e  d e a l e r s ,  
o r  t h e  c r i e s  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  w h o le  W es t  
I n d i e s .21

The s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i m m o r a l i t y  o f  

t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e  was  u n f a i l i n g .  I n  1797  he  d i s m i s s e d  t h e
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a r g u m e n t  o f  e x p e d i e n c y  w i t h  c o n t e m p t ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  no

s y s t e m  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  e x i s t  f o r
22a  moment w h i c h  was r e p u g n a n t  t o  m o r a l  d u t y .

S m i t h  an d  W i l b e r f o r c e  h e l d  s h a r p l y  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s  

v i e w s .  A t y p i c a l  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  r e f o r m e r s  

a n d  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  r e f o r m e r s  may be  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  a  c o n ­

v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  M a j o r  J o h n  C a r t w r i g h t  a n d  W i l b e r f o r c e .  

C a r t w r i g h t ,  a  U n i t a r i a n  a n d  r a d i c a l  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r e f o r m e r  

m e t  W i l b e r f o r c e  i n  1 8 0 1 .  W i l b e r f o r c e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  hope  

t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  m e e t  n e x t  i n  " a  b e t t e r  w o r l d , "  b u t  

C a r t w r i g h t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  h o p e d  t h e y  w o u ld  f i r s t  c o r r e c t  

t h e  i l l s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d . ^  W i l b e r f o r c e  a n d  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  

w e re  z e a l o u s  r e f o r m e r s ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  c e r t a i n  c a r e f u l l y  

r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a s .  They  s u b s c r i b e d  g e n e r a l l y  t o  a  c o n ­

s e r v a t i v e ,  s t r i c t l y  h i e r a r c h i c a l  an d  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s  w o r l d  

v i e w .  R .K .  Webb h a s  n o t e d  t h a t  V i c t o r i a n  i d e a l s  o f  a c t i v i t y  

a n d  s e r v i c e  e m e rg e d  n o t  j u s t  f r o m  E v a n g e l i c a l i s m ,  b u t  a l s o  

f r o m  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  N e c e s s a r i a n  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  

U n i t a r i a n s ,  w h i c h  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

a n d  " r a i s e d  h im  t o  t h e  t o w e r i n g  p i n n a c l e  o f  m a s t e r  o f  h i s  

own f a t e  t h r o u g h  m a s t e r y  o f  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e , "  a  

c o n t e x t  w h i c h  c a r r i e d  no t r a c e  o f  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  e m p h a s i s
2ij,

o n  t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  

i m p e t u s  t o w a r d  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  an d  U n i t a r i a n  

s t r a n d s  m e t  a n d  m i n g l e d  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  S m i t h  a n d  

W i l b e r f o r c e  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g
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t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a t m o s p h e r e  w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e d  r e f o r m  move­

m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .

S m i t h  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  W i l b e r f o r c e ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  h i s  

r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  h i s  p o l i t i c s ,  s i n c e  W i l b e r f o r c e  

s u p p o r t e d  P i t t  a n d  S m i t h  was a  s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  o f  F o x .

A t  S m i t h ' s  P a r k  S t r e e t  h o u s e  i n  L o n d o n  W i l b e r f o r c e  r u b b e d

e lb o w s  w i t h  F o x ,  f o r  b y  1796  t h e  h o u s e  was b e i n g  m e n t i o n e d
2 ^

a s  a  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  o f  t h e  Whig e l i t e .  J  S m i t h  p r o v i d e d  a  

b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  S a i n t s  o f  t h e  C la p h a m  s e c t  

and  t h e  l i b e r a l  a n d  r a d i c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  a b o l i t i o n .

W i l l i a m  S m i t h ' s  h o u s e h o l d  was l a r g e  a n d  c o s m o p o l i t a n .  

T h e r e  w e r e  f i v e  s o n s  and  f i v e  d a u g h t e r s  b o r n  t o  W i l l i a m  an d  

F r a n c e s  C oape  S m i t h :  P a t t y  b . 1 7 8 2 ;  B e n j a m i n  b . 1 7 8 3 ;  Anne 

b . 1 7 8 5 ;  1 7 8 7  a n o t h e r  d a u g h t e r  who d i e d  a t  f o u r  m o n t h s ;  

F r a n c e s  ( F a n n y )  b . 1 7 8 8 ;  W i l l i a m  Adams b . 1 7 8 9 ;  J o a n n a  

b . 1 7 9 1 ;  S am u e l  b . 1 7 9 ^ ;  O c t a v i u s  b . 1 7 9 6 ;  F r e d e r i c k  Coape  

b . 1 7 9 8 ;  a n d  J u l i a  b .1 7 9 9 *  T h e i r  u p b r i n g i n g  was r e m a r k a b l y  

m o d e rn .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  v a c c i n a t e d  

a g a i n s t  s m a l l p o x  a t  a  t i m e  when i t  was common f o r  e i g h t  

c h i l d r e n  o u t  o f  a  f a m i l y  o f  t w e l v e  t o  succum b t o  t h a t
p

d i s e a s e .  The S m i t h s  t r a v e l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y .  I n  P a r i s  i n  

1802 S am u e l  R o g e r s  t o o k  th e m  a r o u n d  t h e  L o u v r e  a n d  t h e y  

w a t c h e d  N a p o l e o n  r e v i e w  h i s  t r o o p s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  

r e t u r n  t o  E n g l a n d  b y  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  w a r .  A t  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  

home a t  P a r n d o n  t h e  f a m i l y  a t t e n d e d  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  

r e g u l a r l y ,  b u t  w e r e  a l w a y s  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  h e a r  a n y  n o t e d
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p r e a c h e r ,  w h a t e v e r  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  v i e w s .  B o r n  a n d

r a i s e d  a n  I n d e p e n d e n t ,  e d u c a t e d  a  R a t i o n a l  D i s s e n t e r ,

d u r i n g  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  a  member  o f  t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  U n i t a r i a n

c o n g r e g a t i o n  f o u n d e d  b y  t h e  e x - A n g l i c a n  L i n d s e y  i n  E s s e x

S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n ,  W i l l i a m  S m i t h  n e v e r  e n t e r t a i n e d  n a r r o w

t h e o l o g i c a l  v i e w s .  H i s  e l d e s t  s o n  B e n j a m i n  was p r o u d

o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  c o s m o p o l i t a n  o u t l o o k  an d  r e p o r t e d  t o  h i s

s i s t e r  P a t t y  i n  1806  a f t e r  he  a n d  h i s  f a t h e r  h ad  v i s i t e d

L o r d  H o l l a n d  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  h ad  i n c l u d e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f

t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n .  " I

h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  my f a t h e r  s p e a k  w i t h  more e a s e .  I  am n o t

s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  h e  h a s  g a i n e d  t h e  a f f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  L a d y ,  i f

he  a l w a y s  a c t s  a s  he  d i d  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  o f
2 7t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  p r e a c h e r  i n  h i s  m a n n e r  o f  s p e a k i n g . "

S m i t h  was a n  a v i d  c o l l e c t o r  o f  p a i n t i n g s  an d  a  p a t r o n  

o f  O p ie  and  C o tm an .  He e n t e r t a i n e d  R e y n o l d s  a t  h i s  home on  

n u m ero u s  o c c a s i o n s .  A f t e r  a  l i f e  o f  l u x u r y  S m i t h  l o s t  h i s  

f o r t u n e .  By 1819  t h e  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s  was f a i l i n g  a n d  i t  was 

l e f t  t o  h i s  e l d e s t  s o n  B e n j a m i n ,  w e a l t h y  i n  h i s  own r i g h t  

a n d  owner  o f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  d i s t i l l e r y ,  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  f a t h e r  

t h r o u g h  t h e  e x p e n s i v e  i f  u n c o n t e s t e d  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1 8 2 0  a n d  

1 8 2 6  a n d  on  t h r o u g h  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  r e t i r e m e n t .  S m i t h  l i v e d  

w i t h  B e n j a m i n ' s  f a m i l y  i n  B l a n d f o r d  S q u a r e  f r o m  I 8 3 O u n t i l  

h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 3 5 -  S i r  J a m e s  S t e p h e n  e u l o g i z e d  h im  a s  a  

man s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  d e s p i t e  t h e  

c o m f o r t  o f  h i s  own s u r r o u n d i n g s .  " I f  h e  h a d  g o n e  m o u r n i n g
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a l l  h i s  d a y s ,  h e  c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  a  m ore  t e n d e r

p i t y  f o r  t h e  m i s e r a b l e ,  o r  h a v e  l a b o u r e d  m ore  h a b i t u a l l y  f o r  
28t h e i r  r e l i e f . "  H i s  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n s  s h a p e d  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  c r e a t e d  w i t h i n  h i s  

f a m i l y  c i r c l e  a  s e n s e  o f  p u b l i c  o b l i g a t i o n  a n d  o p e n n e s s  

t o w a r d  i d e a s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s , w h i c h  was t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

h e r i t a g e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

B e n j a m i n  L e i g h  S m i t h ,  W i l l i a m  S m i t h ' s  e l d e s t  s o n  was 

b o r n  A p r i l  2 8 ,  1 7 8 3 .  He w e n t  f ro m  T r i n i t y  t o  t h e  d i s t i l l e r y  

w h e r e  he  made a  f o r t u n e .  A b a c h e l o r  u n t i l  a g e  f o r t y ,  he  was 

g e n e r o u s  w i t h  h i s  w e a l t h ,  so  t h a t  when h i s  s i s t e r  J o a n n a  

m a r r i e d  J o h n  C a r t e r  ( l a t e r  B o n h a m - C a r t e r ) i n  1 8 1 6 ,  he  g a v e  

t h e  c o u p l e  t h e  h o u s e  a t  n o .  16 Duke S t r e e t ,  f a c i n g  S t .  Jam e s  

P a r k ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  was t h e n  l i v i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n  t h e  g i f t
29a l l  o f  i t s  f u r n i s h i n g s  a n d  m o v in g  h i m s e l f  t o  a  new home.

He becam e  M.P.  f o r  N o rw ic h  o n  May 1 ^ ,  I 838  a n d  c o n t i n u e d

t o  h o l d  t h a t  s e a t  u n t i l  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  18^7* I n

a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  Lon d o n  home he  a c q u i r e d  p r o p e r t y  i n  S u s s e x .

A t  f o r t y  he  m e t  a  p r e t t y  m i l l i n e r ' s  a p p r e n t i c e ,  Anne

L o n g d e n  a n d ,  i n  t h e  w o rd s  o f  h i s  e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r  B a r b a r a ,
30" n o t o r i o u s  c o h a b i t a t i o n  a s  man a n d  w i f e "  f o l l o w e d .  He 

n e v e r  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  +0 m a r r y  an d  a l m o s t  

n o t h i n g  i s  known a b o u t  L o n g d e n  o r  h e r  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d .

F i v e  c h i l d r e n  w e re  b o r n  t o  t h e  c o u p l e  b e f o r e  s h e  d i e d  

when B a r b a r a  was s e v e n .  S m i t h ' s  y o u n g e s t  s i s t e r  J u l i a  

h e l p e d  r a i s e  t h e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  b r o o d  ( B a r b a r a ,  B e n j a m i n ,
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I s a b e l l a ,  W i l l i a m  a n d  Anne)  i n  a  h o u s e h o l d  t h a t  e c h o e d  t h e

h u r l y  b u r l y  o f  W i l l i a m  S m i t h ' s  P a r k  S t r e e t  a n d  P a r n d o n

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .

B e n j a m i n  S m i t h  was a n  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  L i b e r a l

p a r t y  an d  o f  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  c o r n  l a w s .  He was a  p a t r o n

o f  W i l l i a m  H u n t ,  t h e  w a t e r c o l o r  a r t i s t  a n d  a  f i r m  b e l i e v e r

i n  t r a v e l  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y .  He e x p o s e d  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t o

p o l i t i c a l  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c  d i s c u s s i o n  f r o m  b a b y h o o d .  The

h o u s e h o l d  was  i r r e g u l a r  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  s t r i c t

V i c t o r i a n  s t a n d a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and  s o c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n .

S m i t h  was s o m e t h i n g  o f  a n  o r i g i n a l  an d  d e l i g h t e d  i n

f l a u n t i n g  s o c i a l  m a n d a t e s .  He t o o k  h i s  d a u g h t e r s  f o r

S u n d a y  d r i v e s  i n  t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  d r e s s e s  an d  p i n a f o r e s  and

w e n t  so  f a r  a s  t o  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  s h i b b o l e t h ,  a s  he  r e g a r d e d
31i t ,  o f  b a p t i s m .  I f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  was u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  i t

was a l s o  w e a l t h y  a n d  l i v e l y .  Mary H o w i t t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e

f a m i l y  t o  h e r  s i s t e r  a f t e r  s p e n d i n g  a  s e a s i d e  h o l i d a y  w i t h

th em  a t  C l a p t o n  i n  18^5* She  was s t r u c k  b y  t h e  e x c e l l e n t

r e s u l t s  t h a t  S m i t h ' s  f a m i l y  r e g i m e n  p r o d u c e d .  She  was

e n t r a n c e d  b y  t h e  c a r r i a g e  he  h a d  had  c u s t o m  b u i l t  l i k e  a n

om nibus  t o  a c c o m o d a t e  h i s  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g

s e r v a n t s  on  t r i p s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  H o w i t t  was s u r e

t h a t  t h e  y e a r l y  j o u r n e y s  a n d  i n f o r m a l  f a m i l y  d i s c i p l i n e

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e
32whose com pany  s h e  f o u n d  s o  i n v i g o r a t i n g .

I f  t h e  S m i t h s '  t r a v e l i n g  o m n ib u s  was a  p e c u l i a r  c o n -
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v e y a n c e ,  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  s chem e  f o r  e d u c a t i n g  th e m  was j u s t

a s  u n u s u a l .  O b j e c t i n g  t o  s c h o o l s  he  k e p t  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a t

home a n d  t h e i r  e a r l y  e d u c a t i o n  came p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  d e s u l t o r y

r e a d i n g .  T h e y  h a d  t u t o r s ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  b u t  no r e a l  s t r u c t u r e

was e v e r  im p o se d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y .  S m i t h

made h i s  f a m i l y  p a r t  o f  a n  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  i n f a n t  d a y

e d u c a t i o n .  He was  a  l e a d i n g  member  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  W higs  an d

R a d i c a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  L o r d  Brougham a n d  J am e s  M i l l  i n  a

c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  s e t  u p  a n  i n f a n t  s c h o o l  a t  B r e w e r ' s  G r e e n ,

W e s t m i n s t e r  i n  1 8 1 8 .  H i s  f a t h e r  W i l l i a m  S m i t h  h a d  e a r l i e r

j o i n e d  w i t h  Brougham  i n  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  R o y a l

L a n c a s t e r i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P o o r  i n

1808  a n d  h e l p e d  t o  t r a n s f o r m  i t  i n t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  F o r e i g n

S c h o o l  S o c i e t y  i n  1 8 1 ^ . - ^  T h e s e  e a r l y  L a n c a s t e r i a n  s c h o o l s

r a n  on  a  m o n i t o r i a l  s y s t e m .  T h e y  w e re  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m

t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  i n f a n t  s c h o o l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 1 8 .  The

p r o j e c t  g r e w  o u t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  R o b e r t  Owen an d  was

m o d e le d  o n  O w en 's  i n f a n t  s c h o o l  a t  New L a n a r k .  C o r p o r a l

p u n i s h m e n t  was o u t l a w e d  t h e r e , t e a c h e r s  w e re  i n s t r u c t e d  i n

a r o u s i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  c u r i o s i t y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  e v e r y d a y

o b j e c t s  a n d  s p e n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e  o r g a n i z i n g  g a m e s ,
3/Ll

s o n g s  a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g  i n f a n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  J am e s  

B u c h a n a n ,  who h a d  t a u g h t  a t  New L a n a r k  s i n c e  1 8 1 5 ,  was s e n t  

t o  London  t o  s e r v e  a s  m a s t e r  a t  B r e w e r ' s  G r e e n  a n d  Brougham 

h a i l e d  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  a  u n i q u e  e x p e r i m e n t  w h i c h  e x t e n d e d
3 3

O w en 's  i d e a s  t o  a  to w n  p o p u l a t i o n .
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Jam e s  B u c h a n a n ’ s  S w e d e n b o r g i a n  p h i l o s o p h y  an d  

u n o r t h o d o x  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d s  e m b a r r a s s e d  t h e  members  o f  t h e  

i n f a n t  s c h o o l  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  B rougham  

a s s u r e d  t h e  H ouse  o f  Commons a f t e r  t h e  s c h o o l  h ad  o p e r a t e d  

f o r  a  y e a r  t h a t  " i t  was g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

m a n n e r , " - ^  m o s t  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  d e s e r t e d  t h e  c a u s e ,  

l e a v i n g  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h  t o  c a r r y  o n  a l o n e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  

B a r b a r a  S m i t h ,  " a l l  t h e  o t h e r  g e n t l e m e n  g a v e  u p  t h e  i d e a ,  

when t h e y  saw t h e  q u e e r  f i s h  R o b e r t  Owen h a d  s e n t  f r o m  

L a n a r k . S m i t h  a p p r o v e d  o f  B u c h a n a n ' s  m e t h o d s ,  p a i d  h i s  

s a l a r y ,  b o u g h t  a n o t h e r  s i t e  a t  C a r e y  S t r e e t ,  V i n c e n t  S q u a r e ,  

W e s t m i n s t e r ,  a n d  b u i l t  a  d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  b u i l d i n g  t o  s e r v e  a s  

a  s c h o o l  a n d  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  

a m e n i t i e s  a s  a  l a r g e  p l a y g r o u n d  a n d  b a t h s  f o r  t h e  

c h i l d r e n . T h e  V i n c e n t  S q u a r e  s c h o o l  a c c o m o d a t e d  a b o u t  

one  h u n d r e d  c h i l d r e n ,  who came f r o m  t h e  p o o r e s t  c l a s s e s  i n  

t h e  a r e a  n e a r b y .

B u c h a n a n ' s  t e a c h i n g  m e th o d s  s temmed e n t i r e l y  f r o m  

h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ;  h i s  f l u t e  was c e n t r a l  t o  h i s  w o rk .  He 

t a u g h t  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  a n d  grammar w i t h  rh y m e s  an d  games 

an d  u s e d  no b o o k s  o r  s l a t e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l .  J u l i a  S m i t h  

was g r e a t l y  i m p r e s s e d  b y  h e r  f i r s t  s i g h t  o f  h i s  v e r y  s m a l l  

f i g u r e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  She  t h o u g h t  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  

a n g e l i c  when he  was p l a y i n g  t h e  f l u t e  an d  l e a d i n g  a  b a n d  

o f  m a r c h i n g  c h i l d r e n  a r o u n d  t h e  ro o m .  "He was a l w a y s  a l i v e ,  

n o t  m e c h a n i c a l ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  he  c o u l d  h a v e  q u i e t e d  t h e



23

w h o le  i n f a n t r y  a t  a n y  moment when h e  c h o s e  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  

o f  h i s  w i f e  and  f l u t e . B a r b a r a  S m i t h  r e m e m b e re d  how 

much t h e  c h i l d r e n  l o v e d  h im ,  " t h e  p o o r  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  

c l u s t e r i n g  o n  h im  l i k e  h i v i n g  b e e s ,  a l l  t r y i n g  t o  c a r e s s  

h i m . " ^ 0 B u c h a n a n ' s  w i f e  was a  t h r i f t y  an d  e f f i c i e n t  

S c o t sw o m a n ,  a  c o m p l e t e  c o n t r a s t  t o  h e r  i m p r a c t i c a l  

u n w o r l d l y  h u s b a n d .  R e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d a y  t o  d a y  d e t a i l s  a t  

t h e  s c h o o l ,  s h e  was n e v e r  m ore  i n  h e r  e l e m e n t  t h a n  when
i l l

s h e  was b a t h i n g  i t s  h u n d r e d  s t u d e n t s .

By t h e  t i m e  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  own c h i l d r e n  w e re  b o r n

t h e  s c h o o l  had  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  a l m o s t  t e n  y e a r s .  B u c h a n a n

becam e t h e  S m i t h s ’ p r i v a t e  t u t o r ,  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  a t  H a s t i n g s

a n d  i n  Lon d o n  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  d u t i e s  a t

V i n c e n t  S q u a r e .  The  S m i t h  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  a s

s o o n  a s  t h e y  w e re  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  y o u n g e r

p u p i l s .  B u c h a n a n ' s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m e t h o d s  i n c l u d e d  a

c o m p l e t e  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e ,  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  r e c a l l e d

t h a t  h e  w o u ld  p r e t e n d  t o  t e a c h  h e r  a n d  h e r  b r o t h e r s  a n d

s i s t e r s  t o  r e a d ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  h i s  t i m e  i n

r e a d i n g  a l o u d  t o  th e m  f r o m  t h e  t h r e e  b o o k s  he  c o n s i d e r e d
L\, 2

" s a c r e d " - - t h e  B i b l e ,  t h e  A r a b i a n  N i g h t s  an d  S w e d e n b o r g .

The S m i t h s  s o m e t i m e s  t y r a n n i z e d  t h e i r  i n d u l g e n t  t e a c h e r .  

B a r b a r a ,  e v e n  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  n i n e  w o u ld  demand t h a t  he  c a r r y  

h e r  u p s t a i r s .  The  f a m i l y  w o u ld  r e f u s e  t o  a l l o w  h im  t o  e a t ,  

i n s i s t i n g  i n s t e a d  t h a t  he  r e a d  t h e  A r a b i a n  N i g h t s  t o  th e m  

d u r i n g  m e a l s .  D o t i n g  o n  c h i l d r e n  a s  h e  d i d ,  B u c h a n a n  was
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u n b e n d i n g  i n  h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f r o m  a d u l t s .  He l e c t u r e d  

B e n j a m i n  Smith-  s e v e r e l y  a b o u t  h i s  b e h a v i o r  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

v i e w s  an d  o f t e n  s t o p p e d  s t r a n g e r s  on  t h e  s t r e e t  i f  he  f e l t
ho

t h a t  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  n e e d e d  c o r r e c t i o n .  J

The s c h o o l  a t  V i n c e n t  S q u a r e  c o n t i n u e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

u n d e r  B u c h a n a n ' s  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  S m i t h ’ s  s p o n s o r s h i p  u n t i l  

I 8 3 9 . I n  t h a t  y e a r  B u c h a n a n  e m i g r a t e d ,  s e t t l i n g  i n  Cape 

Town, n e v e r  h a v i n g  g a i n e d  p e r s o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  h i s  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i m e n t .  He h a d  f r a n k l y  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  

S w e d e n b o r g i a n  v i e w s  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  London  

S t a t i s t i c a l  S o c i e t y  who v i s i t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  1 8 3 9  an d  i n  

t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  d a y  s c h o o l s  c o n d u c t e d  o u t -
LlLl

s i d e  t h e  o r t h o d o x i e s  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h  w e r e  s u s p e c t .  

Brougham ,  B u c h a n a n ' s  l i f e l o n g  s u p p o r t e r ,  w r o t e  i n  1851  t h a t  

" t h e  shadow  o f  W e s t m i n s t e r  Abbey  f e l l  c o l d l y  o n  t h e  

d i s s e n t i n g  t e a c h e r . W h a t e v e r  p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  

e l u d e d  B u c h a n a n  d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e ,  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  was g r e a t l y  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  h i s  t e a c h i n g .  She  c a r r i e d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n n o v a t i o n s  i n t o  h e r  own e x p e r i m e n t a l  P o r t m a n  H a l l  S c h o o l  i n  

1 8 5 ^ .  S h e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  how p r o f o u n d  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  h a d  

b e e n  when s h e  was n e a r l y  s i x t y  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h e r  c o u s i n  

A l i c e  B o n h a m - C a r t e r , w r i t i n g  "Oh A l i c e ,  I  l o v e d  t h a t  m a n . . .  

t h a t  man h ad  g e n i u s  o f  t h e  r a r e  k i n d .  My l i f e  was b e t t e r  

f o r  h i s  l i f e . "

The l i c e n s e  a l l o w e d  t h e  S m i t h  c h i l d r e n  b y  t h e i r  t u t o r  

an d  b y  t h e i r  f a t h e r  was u n h e a r d  o f  i n  s t r i c t  V i c t o r i a n
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f a m i l y  c i r c l e s ,  b u t  was m e r e l y  a  c o n c r e t e  e x t e n s i o n  o f

B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  p e r s o n a l  c o d e ,  h i s  d i s l i k e  o f  p r e t e n s i o n

and  com m itm en t  t o  s o c i a l  e x p e r i m e n t  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m .

Money was p l e n t i f u l  an d  h e  s p e n t  i t  o n  h o s p i t a l s  a s  w e l l

a s  s c h o o l s  an d  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  n e e d y  s t u d e n t s  and  e x i l e d

p o l i t i c a l  r e f u g e e s .  H i s  n u r s e r y  was n o t  a  s e p a r a t e  a n d

o r d e r l y  s a n c t u a r y ;  r a t h e r  h i s  c h i l d r e n  s h a r e d  i n  a l l  t h e i r

f a t h e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n s  an d

t h e  d i n n e r  p a r t i e s  a t  w h i c h  L o rd  Brougham  an d  H a r r i e t

M a r t i n e a u  w e re  o n l y  two o f  a  s t r e a m  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s .

The e n t h u s i a s m  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  f a m i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  was

a p p a r e n t  i n  a  C a m b r id g e  v i s i t  o r g a n i z e d  b y  S m i t h  t o  p r o v i d e

a  d a y ' s  o u t i n g  f o r  t h e  e x i l e s  he was s h e l t e r i n g .  A l a r g e

p a r t y  v i s i t e d  t h e  y o u n g e r  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h  a t  J e s u s  C o l l e g e  i n

May 1 8 5 1 .  T w e n t y - o n e  r e f u g e e s  j o i n e d  t h e  S m i t h s  an d  Mary

H o w i t t  f o r  t h e  d a y ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a n  en o rm o u s  b r e a k f a s t

a t  B l a n d f o r d  S q u a r e  b e f o r e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  o u t .  The d a y  was

s p e n t  i n  t o u r i n g ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  a  s e r i e s  o f  s u m p tu o u s

m e a l s .  H o w i t t  t r i e d  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  a n i m a t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t

f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d :

I f  y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  f u n ,  f r e e d o m  a n d  j o l l i t y  
o f  t h o s e  b e a r d e d  a n d  m o u s t a c h i o ' d  men who h a d  b e e n  
s t u d e n t s  u p  a n d  down G erm any ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  d e l i g h t e d  
y o u . . . W h a t  r o a r s  o f  l a u g h t e r  t h e r e  w e re !  When am p le  
j u s t i c e  h a d  b e e n  done  t o  t h e  p i c k l e d  s a l m o n ,  d u c k s ,  
f o w l s ,  t o n g u e  an d  p i g e o n  p i e  we j o i n e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  c o u r t  o f  K i n g s . . . . A l l  a s s e m b l e d  a t  
t h e  B u l l  a n d  o u r  t w e n t y - o n e  w i t h  s i x  handsom e u n d e r ­
g r a d u a t e s  a d d e d ,  s a t  down t o  a  t a b l e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  
e x c e l l e n t  a n d  d e l i c i o u s  d i s h e s .  You c a n  i m a g i n e  t h e  
s p e e c h e s ,  t h e  l a u g h t e r ,  t h e  w i t ! ^



26

W e a l t h  g a v e  t h e  f a m i l y  i n d e p e n d e n c e ;  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s

n a t u r a l  d i s l i k e  o f  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  p a s s e d  t o  t h e

c h i l d r e n .  When c h a s t i z e d  f o r  u n o r t h o d o x  b e h a v i o r  i n  l a t e r

l i f e ,  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  s h r e w d l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  money m i g h t

n e u t r a l i z e  o t h e r w i s e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  a t t i t u d e s :  " I  am a  r i c h

woman, an d  t h e r e f o r e ,  when I  d i e  t h e r e  w i l l  be  no f u s s  a b o u t

b u r y i n g  a n  u n b a p t i z e d  p e r s o n  i n  c o n s e c r a t e d  g r o u n d . "

C e r t a i n l y  i l l e g i t i m a c y  was a  d e f i a n c e  o f  p r o p r i e t y  B e n j a m i n

S m i t h ' s  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  w e re  f o r c e d  t o  come t o  t e r m s  w i t h .

None o f  th e m  h a d  a n y  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  c o a t - o f - a r m s

o r  t h e  name.  O n ly  b y  s e t t l i n g  money o n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a s  e a c h

a t t a i n e d  a  m a j o r i t y  c o u l d  S m i t h  i n s u r e  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  h i s

f o r t u n e .  The s o c i a l  s t i g m a  o f  t h e i r  s t a t u s  c o u l d  n o t  be

i g n o r e d .  The N i g h t i n g a l e s ,  t h e i r  f i r s t  c o u s i n s ,  d i d  n o t

a c k n o w l e d g e  o r  c a l l  on  t h e  S m i t h s  an d  t h e  " t a b o o e d  f a m i l y "

a s  G e o rg e  E l i o t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e m ,  m u s t  h a v e  known much i n n e r

t u r m o i l ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  g r e a t  l o v e  a n d  o b v i o u s  r e s p e c t  f o r  
Lq

t h e i r  f a t h e r .  E l i z a b e t h  G a s k e l l  saw many o f  t h e  same 

q u a l i t i e s  i n  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  t h a t  s h e  a d m i r e d  i n  S m i t h ' s  

f i r s t  c o u s i n s  H i l a r y  C a r t e r  a n d  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e .  

H ow ever ,  s h e  f o u n d  S m i t h  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l i k e  a n d  a t t r i b u t e d  

h e r  m a n n e r  t o  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  i l l e g i t i m a c y .  "She i s - - I  

t h i n k  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  h e r  b i r t h ,  a  s t r o n g  f i g h t e r  a g a i n s t  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d , - - w h i c h  a l w a y s  g o e s  

a g a i n s t  m y - - w h a t  s h a l l  I  c a l l  i t ? - - t a s t e  ( t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  

w ord )  b u t  I  c a n ' t  h e l p  a d m i r i n g  h e r  n o b l e  b r a v e r y ,  and
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r e s p e c t i n g , - - w h i l e  I  d o n ' t  p e r s o n a l l y  l i k e  h e r . " - ^

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  

i l l e g i t i m a c y  o n  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  s i n c e  t h e y  

a v o i d e d  m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t .  O n ly  a f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e  t o  

E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n  d i d  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  make a n  a l l u s i o n  t o  h e r  

b i r t h ,  w r i t i n g  p r o u d l y  t o  h e r  a u n t  J u l i a  t h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  

w i s h e d  o n l y  t o  m e e t  t h o s e  r e l a t i v e s  who h a d  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  

S m i t h s  a s  c h i l d r e n s  "When we w e re  i n  London  he  s a i d  h e  w o u ld  

r a t h e r  go t o  s e e  y o u  a n d  Mr. G r a t t o n  t h a n  a n y  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  who o n l y  knew u s  l a t e l y . . .He s a y s  he  f e e l s  t h e

r e l a t i o n s  who w e re  good  t o  u s  a s  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t h e  o n l y

r e l a t i o n s  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  r e l a t i o n s . The  f a m i l y  was

n e v e r  s h u n n e d ,  e x c e p t  i n  a  f e w  i n s t a n c e s ,  an d  m a i n t a i n e d  a

w id e  c i r c l e  o f  f r i e n d s ,  w i t h  no a p p a r e n t  b a r r i e r s  t o  t h e i r  

movement i n  r e s p e c t a b l e  s o c i e t y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  b i r t h .  

E l i z a b e t h  G a s k e l l  may h a v e  b e e n  c o r r e c t  i n  h e r  a s s u m p t i o n  

t h a t  i l l e g i t i m a c y  was  t h e  b a s i s  o f  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  u n c o n ­

v e n t i o n a l  h a b i t s  a n d  i d e a s .  I t  a p p e a r s  q u i t e  a s  l i k e l y ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  e n l i g h t e n e d  s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e s  

e v i d e n t  i n  W i l l i a m  an d  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  h o u s e h o l d s  m o ld ed  

f a m i l y  b e h a v i o r .  The U n i t a r i a n  h e r i t a g e  c a n n o t  b e  u n d e r ­

e s t i m a t e d  a s  a n  i n f l u e n c e  on  t h e  S m i t h  c h i l d r e n .  A l t h o u g h  

B a r b a r a  S m i t h  a n d  h e r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  l e f t  t h e  

U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h ,  d r i f t i n g  t h r o u g h  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  an d  

b r o a d e n i n g  s o c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n t o  n o m i n a l  C h u r c h  o f  

E n g l a n d  o b s e r v a n c e ,  t h e  c o u r a g e o u s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  c o n ­
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t e m p o r a r y  o p i n i o n  t h e y  e x h i b i t e d  was r o o t e d  i n  p a r t  i n  t h e  

U n i t a r i a n  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e i r  g r a n d f a t h e r  W i l l i a m  S m i t h .  

F o r  h im  f a i t h  h a d  l e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  t o  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  

W higg ism  a n d  s t r o n g  s t a n d s  o n  a l l  i s s u e s  o f  c i v i l  an d  

r e l i g i o u s  d i s a b i l i t y .  M o r a l l y  i t  h a d  d e t e r m i n e d  h i s  o u t ­

s p o k e n  e s p o u s a l  o f  a l l  j u s t  c a u s e s  a n d  a  r e f u s a l  t o  

e n t e r t a i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  e x p e d i e n c y .  The U n i t a r i a n  i n ­

s i s t e n c e  o n  a  r a t i o n a l  s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  

f r e e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  t o l e r a t i o n  was p a s s e d  f ro m  W i l l i a m  

t o  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ,  s p i c e d  b y  t h e  t o u c h  o f  e c c e n t r i c i t y  t h a t  

l e a v e n e d  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  e x p a n s i v e  n a t u r e .

T h e r e  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t h i n g  o r t h o d o x  a b o u t  B e n j a m i n  

S m i t h ' s  e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r .  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  d r e s s e d  u n c o n ­

v e n t i o n a l l y ,  s i l e n c e d  a n y  o p p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a n  u n d e l i c a t e  

" b o s h ! "  a n d  d r o v e  o f f  v i s i t o r s ,  i f  i n c o n v e n i e n t ,  w i t h  

" D a v a s t a t o r s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  a w ay ,  a w a y ! W r i t i n g  t o  h i s  

s i s t e r  C h r i s t i n a ,  D a n t e  G a b r i e l  R o s s e t t i  e x t o l l e d  t h e  

v i t a l i t y  a n d  a u d a c i t y  o f  h i s  new f r i e n d :

Ah i f  y o u  w e r e  o n l y  l i k e  M is s  B a r b a r a  S m i th !  a  y o u n g  
l a d y  I  m e e t  a t  t h e  H o w i t t s ,  b l e s s e d  w i t h  l a r g e  r a t i o n s  
o f  t i n ,  f a t ,  e n t h u s i a s m ,  an d  g o l d e n  h a i r ,  who t h i n k s  
n o t h i n g  o f  c l i m b i n g  u p  a  m o u n t a i n  i n  b r e e c h e s ,  o r  
w a d i n g  t h r o u g h  a  s t r e a m  i n  n o n e ,  i n  t h e  s a c r e d  name o f
p i g m e n t .  L a s t  n i g h t  s h e  i n v i t e d  u s  a l l  t o  l u n c h  w i t h
h e r  o n  S u n d a y ,  an d  p e r h a p s  I  s h a l l  g o ,  a s  s h e  i s  q u i t e
a  j o l l y  f e l l o w . 53

The y o u n g  woman whom R o s s e t t i  f o u n d  s u c h  a n  i n v i g ­

o r a t i n g  c o m p a n i o n  was  a s  i n t e n s e  a b o u t  i d e a s  a n d  c a u s e s  a s  

a b o u t  h e r  a r t .  A t  t h e  a g e  o f  s e v e n t e e n  s h e  b e g a n  t o  k e e p  a
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n o t e b o o k  i n  w h ic h  s h e  r e f l e c t e d  o n  t h e  b o o k s  s h e  r e a d .  The

r e f l e c t i o n s  a r e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y ,  n o t  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e

t h o s e  o f  a  v e r y  y o u n g  woman, b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  i n d i c a t e

t h a t  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  d a u g h t e r s  w e re  r e a d i n g  w i d e l y  i n

m a t e r i a l s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  n o v e l s  o r  r e l i g i o u s

t r a c t s  c o n s i d e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  f a r e  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e

V i c t o r i a n  d a u g h t e r .  Very  f e w  g i r l s  w e r e  a c t i v e l y

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e a d  w i d e l y ,  t o  d i s c u s s  a n d  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t

t h e  i d e a s  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  a s  h i s  d a u g h t e r s  w e r e .

E l i z a b e t h  B a r r e t t  B ro w n in g  r e c a l l e d  w i t h  some humor t h e

r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  on  h e r  i n  r e g a r d  t o  h e r  f a t h e r ' s

l i b r a r y  a n d  h e r  e v a s i o n s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  p a t e r n a l  l a w :

P a p a  u s e d  t o  s a y . . . ' D o n ' t  r e a d  G i b b o n ' s  H i s t o r y - - i t ' s  
n o t  a  p r o p e r  b o o k .  D o n ' t  r e a d  Tom J o n e s  a n d  n o n e  o f  
t h e  b o o k s  on  t h i s  s i d e ,  m i n d ! ' So I  was v e r y  o b e d i e n t  
a n d  n e v e r  t o u c h e d  t h e  b o o k s  o n  t h a t  s i d e ,  a n d  o n l y  r e a d  
i n s t e a d  Tom P a i n e ' s  Age o f  R e a s o n , a n d  V o l t a i r e ' s  
P h i l o s o p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y , an d  H um e 's  E s s a y s , a n d  W e r t h e r  
an d  R o u s s e a u ,  an d  Mary W o l l s t o n e c r a f t . . . b o o k s  w h i c h  I  
was n e v e r  s u s p e c t e d  o f  l o o k i n g  t o w a r d s ,  a n d  w h i c h  w e re  
n o t  ' o n  t h a t  s i d e '  c e r t a i n l y ,  b u t  w h i c h  d i d  a s  
w e l l . -5^

B a r r e t t  n e v e r  o p e n l y  d e f i e d  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  d i c t u m  a n d  so  

a v o i d e d  h a v i n g  h e r  r e a d i n g  c e n s o r e d .  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  h a d  no 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  u p o n  h e r  r e a d i n g .  H a v i n g  c o m p l e t e d  

G e o rg e  C o m b e ' s  M o r a l  P h i l o s o p h y , s h e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  

" g a i n i n g  k n o w le d g e  i s  a  m o r a l  d u t y , "  t h a t  " i t  i s  a b s u r d  t o  

t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  B i b l e  t o  r e g u l a t e  o u r  

a c t i o n s  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  t h o s e  p o w e r s  o f  r e a s o n  w h i c h  God h a s  

g i v e n  u s , "  an d  a s s e r t e d ,  " I  a g r e e  w i t h  my w h o le  s o u l  i n  t h e
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p o s i t i v e  b e l i e f  o f  p r o g r e s s i o n  t o w a r d s  i m p ro v e m e n t  an d  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  m a n . " ^  S h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  k e e p  

t h i s  j o u r n a l  m a r k i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  h e r  t h o u g h t  f o r  a  

num ber  o f  y e a r s .

B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  f i r s t  a s s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  o f

l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  women i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  h e r

j o u r n a l .  I n  18 ^9  > a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t w e n t y - t w o ,  s h e  r e a d  J o h n

S t u a r t  M i l l ' s  P o l i t i c a l  Economy a n d  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  f e r v e n t

hope  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  t a k e  u p  t h e  i s s u e  o f  w o m en 's  r i g h t s  a n d

w r o n g s .  S h e  a n a l y z e d  and  r e v i e w e d  t h e  w o r k ,  r e g r e t t i n g  t h a t

M i l l  h ad  o n l y  b r i e f l y  a l l u d e d  t o  m a r r i a g e  a n d  t h e  l a w s

a f f e c t i n g  women:

As f a r  a s  he  h a s  l e t  one  s e e  h i s  v i e w s  he  t h i n k s  
n o b l y  r i g h t l y  an d  l i b e r a l l y .  An I  w i s h  w i t h  my 
w h o le  s o u l  t h a t  one  who c a r r i e s  s o  much w e i g h t  w o u ld  
p u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  b e f o r e  men an d  I  do n o t  d o u b t  t h a t  
t h e y  w o u ld  s e e  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  o f  t h e i r  l a w s  t o  women 
an d  t h e  a b s u r d i t y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Laws o f  M a r r i a g e  an d  
D i v o r c e .  P h i l o s o p h e r s  an d  R e f o r m e r s  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  
b e e n  a f r a i d  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  u n j u s t  l a w s  b o t h  
o f  s o c i e t y  a n d  c o u n t r y  w h i c h  c r u s h  women. T h e r e  n e v e r  
was a  t y r a n n y  s o  d e e p l y  f e l t  y e t  b o r n e  so  s i l e n t l y ' ,  t h a t  
i s  t h e  w o r s t  o f  i t . 56

The w om an 's  q u e s t i o n  was n o t  m e r e l y  a n  i s s u e  f o r  

B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  j o u r n a l .  H er  a u n t  J u l i a  S m i t h  b r o u g h t  h e r  

d i r e c t l y  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  m ovem ent  f o r  im p ro v e m e n t  

o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  1 8 ^ 9  t h e y  e n r o l l e d  i n  

t h e  new B e d f o r d  C o l l e g e  f o r  Women. J u l i a  S m i t h  was a  f r i e n d  

o f  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  an d  o f  a n o t h e r  U n i t a r i a n ,  t h e  w e a l t h y  

widow E l i z a b e t h  J e s s e r  R e i d .  I t  was s a i d  o f  R e i d  b y  Mary 

M ohl ,  a n o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  woman i n  t h e i r  c i r c l e ,  s h e  w o u ld



31

" p u s h  o n  womankind  when womankind  i s  u n p u s h a b l e . J u l i a  

S m i t h  was a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f e m a l e  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  s o  t h a t  

when R e i d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o l l e g e  f o r  women i n  1 8 ^ 9 > S m i t h  

was a p p o i n t e d  a  member o f  i t s  c o u n c i l .  H e n ry  C r a b b  . 

R o b i n s o n  m e t  S m i t h  when h e  v i s i t e d  R e i d .  He f o u n d  h e r  

c h a r m i n g  an d  " t h e  m o s t  g e n e r o u s  member o f  W i l l i a m  S m i t h ' s  

l a r g e  f a m i l y , "  a n d  a l t h o u g h  he  t h o u g h t  " s h e  an d  M rs .  R e i d  

c a r r y  r a d i c a l i s m  t o  a  r o m a n t i c  e x c e s s , "  he  f e l t  " t h e i r  m o r a l  

w o r t h  m ore  t h a n  o u t w e i g h s  a  l i t t l e  e x t r a v a g e n c e  i n  m a t t e r s  

o f  o p i n i o n . S m i t h ,  R e i d ,  Mohl a n d  Anna J a m e s o n  f o rm e d  

a n  i n t i m a t e  c i r c l e ,  r e v o l v i n g  a r o u n d  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u .

T hey  s p e n t  t h e i r  t i m e  e n g r o s s e d  i n  M a r t i n e a u ' s  i l l -  

h e a l t h  o r  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  r e f o r m .  A d v o c a t e s  o f  

im p ro v e d  f e m a l e  s t a t u s ,  t h e y  w e re  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r s  t o  

t h e  S m i t h  home d u r i n g  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  y o u t h  a n d  s p o n s o r e d  

h e r  e a r l y  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  1 8 ^ 9  t h e y  w e r e  i n s t r u m e n ­

t a l  i n  g i v i n g  B e d f o r d  C o l l e g e  i t s  c h a r a c t e r .

B e d f o r d  c o n t r a s t e d  s h a r p l y  w i t h  Q u e e n ' s  c o l l e g e  

f o u n d e d  o n l y  one  y e a r  e a r l i e r  i n  1 8 ^ 8 .  Q u e e n ' s  o r i g i n a t e d  

i n  t h e  schem e f o r  t r a i n i n g  t e a c h e r s  and  g r a n t i n g  th em  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  p r o f i c i e n c y  w h ic h  t h e  G o v e r n e s s e s  

B e n e v o l e n t  I n s t i t u t i o n  h a d  b e g u n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a  

f r e e  r e g i s t r y  s e r v i c e  a t  i t s  home f o r  u n e m p lo y e d  

g o v e r n e s s e s .  A C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  Q u e e n ' s  

m a i n t a i n e d  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  A n g l i c a n  K i n g ' s  C o l l e g e ,  

many o f  w hose  p r o f e s s o r s  t a u g h t  a t  Q u e e n ' s .  B e d f o r d ,  was
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i n  c o n t r a s t ,  a  s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  h i a s  c r e a t e d  

b y  R e i d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  n o n - s e c t a r i a n  U n i v e r s i t y  

C o l l e g e  an d  h a d  women a s s o c i a t e d  e q u a l l y  w i t h  men i n  i t s  

m a n a g e m e n t .  The c u r r i c u l u m  i n c l u d e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a s c u l i n e  

s t u d i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  u s u a l  f e m i n i n e  s u b j e c t s .  C l a s s e s  

w e re  t a u g h t  b y  p r o f e s s o r s  f r o m  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e .  L i k e  

Q u e e n ' s  B e d f o r d  t o o k  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a g e  t w e l v e  y e a r s .

S t u d e n t s  who f o l l o w e d  t h e  r e g u l a r  f o u r  y e a r  c o u r s e  an d  

p a s s e d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  e x a m i n a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  

g e n e r a l  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  who e n t e r e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  

c o u r s e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  o b t a i n e d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  

s i n g l e  s u b j e c t s .

B a r b a r a  S m i t h  a t t e n d e d  l e c t u r e s  a t  B e d f o r d ,  c o n ­

c e n t r a t i n g  on  a r t  c l a s s e s  a n d  d e v o t i n g  m o s t  o f  h e r  t i m e  

t h e r e  t o  t h e  d r a w i n g  s t u d i o  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

F r a n c i s  S .  C a r y .  S m i t h  was a  t a l e n t e d  p a i n t e r  f r o m  c h i l d h o o d  

an d  l a t e r  becam e w e l l - k n o w n  f o r  h e r  w a t e r - c o l o r s . B e d f o r d  

p r o v i d e d  t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  women t o  o b t a i n  f o r m a l  

a r t i s t i c  t r a i n i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i f e  c l a s s e s .  D u r i n g  i t s  f i r s t  

y e a r ,  J u l i a  S m i t h  was a c t i v e  on  t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  c o u n c i l  an d  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  some t i m e  a s  a  

l a d y  v i s i t o r .  S i n c e  i n  1 8 5 0  i t  was u n t h i n k a b l e  f o r  a  

y o u n g  woman t o  a t t e n d  a  l e c t u r e  g i v e n  b y  a  m a le  p r o f e s s o r  

u n c h a p e r o n e d ,  l a d y  v i s i t o r s ,  e i t h e r  m a r r i e d  women o r  s i n g l e

women o f  a d v a n c e d  y e a r s ,  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  a l l
<9

c o l l e g e  l e c t u r e s .  '
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The f o u n d i n g  o f  B e d f o r d  a n d  Q u e e n ' s  C o l l e g e s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  a  f o r m a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  

m i d d l e  c l a s s  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n .  The c o m p l e t e  l a c k  o f  

r u d i m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n  d i s p l a y e d  b y  t h o s e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women 

s e r v i n g  a s  g o v e r n e s s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n  h a d  become 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  a p p a r e n t .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  s y s t e m a t i c  

a t t e m p t s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  i n a d e q u a c y .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

g o v e r n a n c e  o f  Q u e e n ' s  was e n t i r e l y  b y  mei> a s  s t i p u l a t e d  

i n  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h e r e a s  B e d f o r d  s o u g h t  t o  i n v o l v e  

women a s  e q u a l s  i n  t h e  m an ag em en t  o f  t h e i r  own e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  o f  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  s i n c e  f e m a l e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  was u n h e a r d  o f  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

B e d f o r d ' s  n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  was a l s o  e x c e p t i o n a l  

and  a r o u s e d  p u b l i c  s u s p i c i o n  a n d  some d i s a p p r o v a l .

B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  B e d f o r d  h e l p e d  

s t r u c t u r e  h e r  l a t e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  a t  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e ,  

C am b r id g e  a n d  b r o u g h t  h e r  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  many o f  t h e  

women i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  f e m i n i s t  c a m p a i g n s  o f  t h e  n e x t  

t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  H er  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was 

b r i e f ,  h o w e v e r .  She  d i d  n o t  p u r s u e  a n  o r g a n i z e d  c o u r s e  o f  

s t u d y ,  b u t  c h o s e  i n s t e a d  t o  t a k e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a r t  an d  

l e a v e  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  h e r  e d u c a t i o n  t o  l i f e  i t s e l f .  The 

t e n d e n c y  t o  e m b ra c e  a  p r o j e c t  b r i e f l y ,  a l b e i t  i n t e n s e l y ,  

r e p e a t e d  i t s e l f  t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  l i f e .  E v e n  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  

d a t e  we c a n  b e g i n  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  g l o r i o u s  a m a t e u r ,  who 

s h a r e d  w i t h  many i n  h e r  u p p e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  w o r l d  i n s a t i a b l e
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c u r  i o s i t y ,  o p i n i o n s  on e v e r y t h i n g ,  an d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e i r  

a b i l i t y  t o  i m p ro v e  t h e  human c o n d i t i o n .  S m i t h  u n d e r s t o o d  

h e r  own c h a r a c t e r  q u i t e  w e l l ,  r e a l i z e d  h e r  n e e d  f o r  

c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  an d  d e s c r i b e d  h e r  r e s t l e s s  

e n e r g y  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  s i s t e r  b e f o r e  h e r  

m a r r i a g e :

I  am one  o f  t h e  c r a c k e d  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  I  
l i k e  t o  h e r d  w i t h  t h e  c r a c k e d  s u c h  a s  A.M.H. (Anna 
Mary H o w i t t )  a n d  B . R . P .  ( B e s s i e  R a y n e r  P a r k e s ) ,  q u e e r  
A m e r i c a n s ,  d e m o c r a t s ,  s o c i a l i s t s ,  a r t i s t s ,  p o o r  d e v i l s  
o r  a n g e l s ;  a n d  am n e v e r  h a p p y  i n  a n  E n g l i s h  g e n t e e l  
f a m i l y  l i f e .  I  t r y  t o  do i t  l i k e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  b u t  I  
l o n g  a l w a y s  t o  b e  o f f  o n  some w i l d  a d v e n t u r e ,  o r . l o n g  
t o  l e c t u r e  o n  a  t u b  i n  S t .  G i l e s ,  o r  go t o  s e e  t h e  
Mormons,  o r  r i d e  o f f  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  on  h o r s e b a c k  
a l o n e  a n d  l e a v e  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  a  m o n t h . . . I  w a n t  t o  s e e  
w h a t  s o r t  o f  w o r l d  t h i s  G o d ' s  w o r l d  i s . 6°

T h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  f i n a n c i a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a l l o w e d

h e r  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  l i b e r t y  a n d  e c c e n t r i c i t y .  I n  184-8, when

s h e  a t t a i n e d  h e r  m a j o r i t y ,  h e r  f a t h e r  s e t t l e d  *£300 a  y e a r  o n

h e r .  By t h e  t i m e  h e  d i e d  i n  i 8 6 0  t h i s  incom e h a d  i n c r e a s e d

t o  $ 1 0 0 0  a  y e a r .  H i s  was a n  u n u s u a l  g e s t u r e ,  w h i c h  some

f r i e n d s  f e l t  w o u ld  p r o v e d  t h e  r u i n  o f  h i s  h e a d s t r o n g

d a u g h t e r .

Young women i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  w e re  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  f a t h e r s ,  t h e n  h u s b a n d s  o r  b r o t h e r s .

The d a u g h t e r  i n  a  m i d d l e  c l a s s  h o u s e h o l d  was n o t  e x p e c t e d  

t o  p u r s u e  a n y  g o a l  o t h e r  t h a n  m a r r i a g e , n o r  t o  n e e d  t o  make 

a n y  d e c i s i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  m a l e s .

E m i l y  S h i r r e f f  n o t e d  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  s i n g l e  women i n  a  

w ork  on  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 8 :
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I t  i s  common t o  s e e  y o u n g  women, a n d  women no l o n g e r  
y o u n g ,  k e p t  d e p e n d e n t  i n  e v e r y  m ovem en t ,  w i t h  a  
m o d e r a t e  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  d r e s s  f r o m  w h i c h  n o t  
u n f r e q u e n t l y  t h e y  h a r d l y  d a r e  t o  e c o n o m iz e  f o r  a n y  
o t h e r  o b j e c t .  T h e y  a r e  w i t h o u t  t h e  pow er  o f  m a k in g  
a  j o u r n e y ,  o f  a s k i n g  a  f r i e n d  t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e m , - -  
o f  m a k i n g  a c q u a i n t a n c e s , - - o f  e n g a g i n g  i n  a n y  
u n d e r t a k i n g  u n l e s s ■i t  i s  t o  c o s t  n o t h i n g  b ey o n d  
t h e i r  own t r o u b l e ,  an d  t o  s q u a r e  e x a c t l y  w i t h  t h e  
m o s t  t r i f l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y , — 
w i t h o u t  e v e n  a  q u i e t  room o f  t h e i r  own i n  w h ic h  t h e y  
may i f  t h e y  c h o o s e  e n j o y  s o l i t u d e  an d  t h e i r  own 
p u r s u i t s .61

By g i v i n g  h i s  d a u g h t e r  f i n a n c i a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  B e n j a m i n

S m i t h  was g i v i n g  h e r  a  f r e e d o m  o f  a c t i o n  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  "w om an 's  s p h e r e . "  F o r  V i c t o r i a n s  t h a t

s p h e r e  was r i g i d l y  d e f i n e d  a n d  i t s  l i m i t a t i o n  c l e a r l y

s t a t e d  i n  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  m a n u a l s  w r i t t e n  f o r  f e m a l e

e d i f i c a t i o n .  I n  The D a u g h t e r s  o f  E n g l a n d , one  o f  a  s e r i e s

o f  b o o k s  f o r  f e m a l e  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  w r i t t e n  b y  S a r a h  S t i c k n e y

E l l i s ,  t h e  p r o p e r  f e m a l e  a t t i t u d e  i s  c l e a r l y  o u t l i n e d :

I  m u s t  now t a k e  i t  f o r g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  y o u t h f u l  r e a d e r  
o f  t h e s e  p a g e s  h a s  r e f l e c t e d  s e r i o u s l y  u p o n  h e r  p o s i t i o n  
i n  s o c i e t y  a s  a  woman, h a s  a c k n o w l e d g e d  h e r  i n f e r i o r i t y  
t o  man,  h a s  e x a m in e d  h e r  own n a t u r e ,  an d  f o u n d  t h e r e  a  
c a p a b i l i t y  o f  f e e l i n g ,  a  q u i c k n e s s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n ,  a n d  a  
f a c i l i t y  o f  a d a p t a t i o n ,  b ey o n d  w h a t  h e  p o s s e s s e s ,  an d  
w h i c h ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  f i t  h e r  f o r  a  d i s t i n c t  a n d  s e p a r a t e  
s p h e r e .5 2

The f e m a l e  r o l e  t h u s  c l e a r l y  d e l i n e a t e d  made i n d e p e n d e n c e  

o f  t h o u g h t  o r  f i n a n c e  u n n e c e s s a r y  an d  u n t h i n k a b l e .  B e n j a m i n  

S m i t h ' s  a c t i o n  was u n i q u e .  I t  was m e a n t  i n  p a r t  t o  i n s u r e  

t h a t  h e r  i l l e g i t i m a t e  b i r t h  d i d  n o t  d e p r i v e  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  

o f  h e r  r i g h t s  i n  h i s  f o r t u n e ,  b u t  m ore  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h i s  

g e s t u r e , w h i c h  h e  r e p e a t e d  a s  e a c h  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r s  came
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o f  a g e ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  m ore  c o n c r e t e l y  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  m i g h t  

h a v e  d o n e ,  t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  d a u g h t e r s  a t  t w e n t y - o n e  

r e s p o n s i b l e  a d u l t s ,  w i t h  t h e  same c a p a c i t y  f o r  m a t u r e  

i n d e p e n d e n t  j u d g m e n t  a n d  a c t i o n  w h i c h  s o c i e t y  a c c e p t e d  

w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  f o r  i t s  s o n s .

A w e a l t h y  s i n g l e  woman, B a r b a r a  S m i t h  f o u n d  h e r s e l f  

i n  1 8 ^ 8  a t  a g e  t w e n t y - o n e  w i t h  u n l i m i t e d  v i s t a s  f o r  a c t i o n .  

B e f o r e  we a n a l y z e  h e r  f e m i n i s t  e f f o r t s  we m u s t  t a k e  t i m e  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w om en 's  s t a t u s  i n  E n g l a n d  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y .

O n ly  t h e n  c a n  we e x p l o r e  t h e  f e m i n i s t  movement  o f  t h e  

t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  S m i t h ' s  r o l e  

i n  i t .
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CHAPTER I I

VICTORIAN FEMINISM: A HISTORICAL 

PERSPECTIVE

The s t a t u s  o f  women i n  E n g l a n d  i n  1850  i s  n o t  

s i m p l y  d e f i n e d .  V i c t o r i a n  women l e d  l i v e s  t h a t  d i f f e r e d  

r a d i c a l l y ,  d e p e n d i n g  on  t h e i r  c l a s s ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  an d  

o c c u p a t i o n .  T h e r e  w e re  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h o s t e s s  a n d  t h e  

c r i n o l i n e d  m o t h e r  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  h e r  b r o o d ;  t h e r e  w e re  t h e  

n a i l - m a k e r ,  c h a i n - m a k e r  an d  f a c t o r y  h a n d ;  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  

" s t r o n g - m i n d e d "  women o f  e m a n c i p a t e d  t e n d e n c i e s ;  t h e r e  

w e re  t h e  m i l l - w o r k e r s , t h e  l i t e r a r y  l a d i e s ,  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  

t h e  t h e a t e r  and  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g .  To u n d e r s t a n d  

w om an 's  s t a t u s  i n  g e n e r a l  we m u s t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  l e g a l  and  

s o c i a l  r e s t r a i n t s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  common o n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  

g r o u p s .

Woman's  p u b l i c  r i g h t s ,  h e r  s t a t u s  a s  a  c i t i z e n ,  

a l l o w e d  a  woman t o  h o l d  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  l a n d ,  an d  

a s  q u e e n  e x e r c i s e  t h e  f u l l  r i g h t s  o f  k i n g s h i p .  S h e  c o u l d  be  

a  p e e r e s s  i n  h e r  own r i g h t ,  a n d  t h o u g h  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  

s p e a k  o r  v o t e  i n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  a  woman was e n t i t l e d  t o  be 

t r i e d  l i k e  a  p e e r .  Women a s  a  s e x ,  m a r r i e d  o r  s i n g l e ,  w e re  

e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .  W h a t e v e r  r i g h t s  f e u d a l  women 

h ad  e n j o y e d ,  c u s to m  h a d  l o n g  d e n i e d  women t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f
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t h e  f r a n c h i s e ,  a n d  t h e  R e fo rm  A c t  o f  I 8 3 2 , b y  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  

o f  t h e  w o rd s  "m a le  p e r s o n "  g a v e  s t a t u t o r y  s a n c t i o n  t o  

f e m a l e  d i s f r a n c h i s e m e n t .  The M u n i c i p a l  R e fo rm  A c t  o f  1835  

p l a c e d  a  s i m i l a r  d i s a b i l i t y  u p o n  women. Y e t ,  a l t h o u g h  

women w e re  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  a  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  o r  m u n i c i p a l  

v o t e ,  t h e y  w e re  n o t  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  v o t i n g  f o r  m em bers  o f  

t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  Company.  T h i s  p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e  

r e s u l t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  Company was p r i m a r i l y  a  

c o m m e r c i a l  v e n t u r e  an d  was o r g a n i z e d  o n  a  c o m m e r c i a l  

b a s i s ,  e n t i t l i n g  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s e x ,  t o  

a  v o i c e  i n  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h u s  t o  a  v o i c e  i n  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  o f  a  l a r g e  e m p i r e .  I n  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  women 

i f  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r o p e r t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  c o u l d  

v o t e  i n  v e s t r y ,  f o r  t h e  g u a r d i a n s  o f  t h e  p o o r  a n d  m i g h t  

s e r v e  a s  s e x t o n ,  c h u r c h w a r d e n  o r  o v e r s e e r  o f  t h e  p o o r .  T h i s  

was n o t  a n  a n o m a l y ,  b u t  m e r e l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  l o w  e s t e e m  i n  

w h ic h  s u c h  o f f i c e s  w e r e  h e l d .  I n  one  c a s e  i n  w h i c h  a  woman 

was g r a n t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e r v e  a s  s e x t o n  t h e  v i e w  was 

c l e a r l y  s t a t e d :  " T h i s  i s  a  s e r v i l e  m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  w h i c h  

r e q u i r e s  n e i t h e r  s k i l l  n o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . . . b u t  t h i s  c a n n o t  

d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  woman may v o t e  f o r  members  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  a s  

t h a t  c h o i c e  r e q u i r e s  a n  i m p r o v e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . " ^  No woman 

c o u l d  s e r v e  on  a  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  p e a c e  n o r  a s  a n  o r d i n a r y  

j u r o r ,  e x c e p t  i n  r a r e  c a s e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r e g n a n c y  o f  a  

f e m a l e  p r i s o n e r .

A c t i v e  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  women d i d  t a k e  p l a c e
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d u r i n g  t h e  a n t i - C o r n  Law c a m p a i g n  an d  t h e  A n t i - C o r n  Law 

C i r c u l a r  o f  18^-1 c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  women o f  M a n c h e s t e r  who 

"h a v e  s e t  a  n o b l e  e x a m p le  t o  t h e i r  s i s t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  T hey  h a v e  a l r e a d y  o b t a i n e d  m ore  t h a n  5 0 , 0 0 0  

s i g n a t u r e s  t o  t h e  m e m o r i a l  a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  C o r n  E x c h a n g e . "  

E v e n  t h i s  m o d e s t  e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a c t i v i t y  was u n d e r ­

t a k e n  w i t h  h e s i t a t i o n  an d  c o n c e r n  t h a t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  

w o r l d  o u t s i d e  t h e  home m i g h t  damage d e l i c a t e  f e m i n i n e  

n a t u r e s .  I n  1853  A r c h i b a l d  P r e n t i c e ,  c h r o n i c l e r  o f  t h e  

A n t i - C o r n  Law L e a g u e ,  f e l t  t h e  n e e d  t o  j u s t i f y  f e m a l e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  a s  c o n s o n a n t  w i t h  w o m an 's  

p r o p e r  s p h e r e  i n  p r i v a t e  an d  d o m e s t i c  l i f e .  F e m a le  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  e v e n t s  was o n l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e c a u s e  

i t  s temmed f r o m  a  f e m i n i n e  c o n c e r n  w i t h  s t a r v i n g  m i l l i o n s .  

"The l a d i e s  r e n d e r e d  e f f e c t u a l  s e r v i c e  t o  a  c a u s e  e n d e a r e d  

t o  th em  b y  t h e  f u l l  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  i t  was t h e  c a u s e  o f  

h u m a n i t y  a n d  j u s t i c e . . . I  o f f e r  no a p o l o g y  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e  

t h e y  t o o k ,  f o r  I  n e v e r  h a d  t h e  l e a s t  d o u b t  o f  i t s  p e r f e c t  

c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  t h e  s o f t e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  f e m a l e  

v i r t u e . " - ^  C l e a r l y ,  i n  1850  w o m an 's  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w e re  

s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t e d ,  h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d e f i n e d  s o l e l y  i n  

t e r m s  o f  d o m e s t i c  f u n c t i o n s .

The m i d d l e  c l a s s  woman p r o v i d e d  t h e  sy m b o l  o f  

V i c t o r i a n  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  t h a t  f i g u r e  a r o u n d  whom t h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  o f  V i c t o r i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  f a m i l y ,  was b u i l t .  

She  s t o o d  i n  t h e  s c a l e  a b o v e  t h e  a rm y  o f  l a b o r e r s ,  r a n g i n g
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f r o m  t h e  g i r l s  i n  t h e  c o t t o n  m i l l  t o  t h e  g e n t e e l  g o v e r n e s s  

i n  h e r  q u i e t  s c h o o l  ro o m .  The m i d d l e  c l a s s  woman was a n  

i d l e  woman. A t  a  t i m e  when women o f  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s  w e re  

c o n t i n u a l l y  o v e r w o r k e d ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  b u t  b o t h  

t h e  u p p e r  an d  l o w e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  women o f  

t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s  f r o m  a n y  k i n d  o f  u s e f u l  e m p lo y m e n t .

The b u s t l i n g  dames o f  t h e  a g e  o f  C h a u c e r  and

Q ueen  E l i z a b e t h  I  h ad  l o n g  d i s a p p e a r e d .  T h e n ,  s p i n n i n g

an d  w e a v i n g ,  t h e  c a r e  o f  d a i r i e s ,  t h e  c o m p o u n d in g  o f

m e d i c i n e s ,  t h e  m an ag em en t  o f  l a r g e  e s t a t e s ,  w h i l e  h u s b a n d s

w e r e  away a t  w a r ,  o r  a t  C o u r t ,  o r  e n g a g e d  w i t h  j u d i c i a l

a c t i v i t i e s ,  h a d  b e e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  women i n  t h e

m anor  h o u s e s .  The d i r e c t i o n  o f  l a r g e  f o r c e s  o f  s e r v a n t s

a n d  r e t a i n e r s ,  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o f  p r o m i n e n t  v i s i t o r s ,  h a d

c a l l e d  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a b i l i t i e s  f ro m  t h e  women o f  t h e

e s t a t e .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n ,  women o f  t h e  u p p e r

c l a s s e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a b a n d o n e d  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  A t  f i r s t

i d l e n e s s  was c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c i r c l e s  i n  L o n d o n

c l o s e  t o  t h e  C o u r t ,  w h i l e  women i n  c o u n t r y  m a n o r s  c o n t i n u e d

t h e i r  f o r m e r  o c c u p a t i o n s .  B u t  a s  t h e  im p ro v e m e n t  o f  r o a d s

i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  made t r a v e l  e a s i e r ,  c o u n t ry w o m e n

b e g a n  t o  v i s i t  t h e  s p a s  a t  B a t h ,  C h e l t e n h a m  a n d  T u n b r i d g e

W e l l s ,  an d  t o  a c co m p an y  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  t o  L o n d o n .  They

b e g a n  t o  i m i t a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  a n d

b y  t h e  end  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f
k

t h e  i d l e  woman was  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .
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W i t h  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  o f  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e  f o r  a l l  women 

c h a n g e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l .  I f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  b r o u g h t  

t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  woman i n t o  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  i t  h e l p e d  t o  

s o l i d i f y  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  i d e a l  o f  t h e  i d l e  woman. "A 

l a d y ,  t o  b e  s u c h ,  m u s t  b e  a  m ere  l a d y  a n d  n o t h i n g  e l s e , "  

w r o t e  M a r g a r e t t a  G reg  i n  h e r  D i a r y  i n  18 5 3 •  "She  m u s t  n o t  

w ork  f o r  p r o f i t ,  o r  e n g a g e  i n  a n y  o c c u p a t i o n  t h a t  money c a n  

command, l e s t  s h e  i n v a d e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  

c l a s s e s ,  who l i v e  b y  t h e i r  l a b o u r . " - ' ’ The en o rm o u s  i n c r e a s e  

i n  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was a  c o n c r e t e  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i d e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l l y  l e i s u r e d  m i d d l e  

c l a s s  woman. I d l e n e s s  r e p r e s e n t e d  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  g e n t r y .  

G r e g ' s  comment c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  g o a l  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  men a s  

w e l l  a s  women. To work  f o r  p r o f i t  was t o  s o i l  o n e ' s  h a n d s ,  

f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  i f  n o t  l i t e r a l l y ,  a n d  a  g e n t l e m a n  o r  g e n t l e -  

woman n e v e r  w o rk e d  f o r  a  l i v i n g .  The i d l e  woman, p l a c e d  

u p o n  a  p e d e s t a l  b y  h e r  m a l e  p r o t e c t o r ,  s e r v e d  t o  e n h a n c e  

h i s  s t a t u s ,  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s  s u c c e s s  an d  a b i l i t y  t o  

p r o v i d e  f o r  h e r .

The p r a c t i c e  o f  f e m a l e  i d l e n e s s  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  u n t i l  work  f o r  women becam e a  s i g n  o f  m i s ­

f o r t u n e  a n d  d i s g r a c e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  

m an ag em en t  o f  l a r g e  h o u s e h o l d s  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

an d  c h a l l e n g i n g  o c c u p a t i o n  f o r  many V i c t o r i a n  women.

H o w ev er ,  t h e  i d e a l  m i d d l e  c l a s s  woman was a  s t a n d a r d i z e d
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p r o d u c t ,  whose o n l y  s u i t a b l e  o b j e c t i v e  was c o u r t s h i p ,

m a r r i a g e  and  m o t h e r h o o d .  P h y s i o l o g i c a l  a r g u m e n t s  w e re

u s e d  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  im age  o f  women a s  c h i l d l i k e  c r e a t u r e s

r e q u i r i n g  t h e  s h e l t e r  o f  m a l e  s u p p o r t .  Men w e r e  p o r t r a y e d

a s  p r o t e c t o r s  b y  v i r t u e  o f  s u p e r i o r  m u s c u l a r  a n d  r e a s o n i n g

p o w e r .  T hey  w e re  t h e  n a t u r a l  g o v e r n o r s .  Women, b e i n g

f e e b l e  an d  t i m i d ,  w e re  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  o r d a i n e d  t o  o b e y .

P h y s i o l o g y  d i c t a t e d  w o m an 's  m a t e r n a l  r o l e  an d  e x c l u d e d  h e r
n

f r o m  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  p h i l o s o p h i c  p u r s u i t s .

S i n c e  m a r r i a g e  was t h e  o n l y  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  

o c c u p a t i o n  o p e n  t o  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women, t h e i r  e a r l y  l i v e s  

w e re  o r g a n i z e d  f o r  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h a t  e n d .  "Women 

d o n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  human b e i n g s  a t  a l l , "  w r o t e  

F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ,  i n  a  n o t e  i n d i c t i n g  f a m i l y  l i f e  i n  

1 8 5 1 .  " T h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  no God, no c o u n t r y ,  no d u t y  t o
O

th em  a t  a l l  e x c e p t  f a m i l y . "  The m a r r i a g e  m a r k e t  was h i g h l y  

c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  y o u n g  g i r l s  t r a i n e d  l i k e  r a c e  h o r s e s .  I t  

was n o t  t h e  j o b  o f  a  g i r l  t o  be  c l e v e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  h a v e  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ;  a  l i t t l e  m u s i c ,  d a n c i n g ,  s k e t c h i n g ,  n e e d l e ­

p o i n t ,  p e r h a p s  a  s m a t t e r i n g  o f  F r e n c h  o r  I t a l i a n .  " I f  y o u  

h a p p e n  t o  h a v e  a n y  l e a r n i n g , "  a d v i s e d  D r .  G r e g o r y  i n  h i s  

L e g a c y  o f  a  F a t h e r  t o  h i s  D a u g h t e r , w h i c h  was r e p r i n t e d  

e i g h t  t i m e s  b e t w e e n  1793  an d  I 8 3 8 , " k e e p  i t  a  p r o f o u n d  

s e c r e t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  men, who g e n e r a l l y  l o o k  w i t h  a  

j e a l o u s  and  m a l i g n a n t  e y e  o n  a  woman o f  g r e a t  p a r t s  a n d  a
Q

c u l t i v a t e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 1,7 T h a c k e r a y  i n  The Newcomes,
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s p e a k s  o f  a  woman a s  " w e l l - b r o k e . "  I n  M i d d l e m a r c h , G eo rg e  

E l i o t  w r o t e ,  "A woman d i c t a t e s  b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  

s h e  may h a v e  a n  a p p e t i t e  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  a f t e r w a r d .

The l i m i t e d  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  women a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y

o f  o f f e n d i n g  men b y  u n f e m i n i n e  d i s p l a y s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e

w ere  i d e a s  e m p h a s i z e d  i n  t h e  many m a n u a l s  f o r  f e m a l e

b e h a v i o r  p u b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  M rs .  J o h n

S a n d f o r d ' s  Woman i n  H e r  S o c i a l  an d  D o m e s t i c  C h a r a c t e r ,

f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  I 83 I , r a n  t h r o u g h  f o u r  e d i t i o n s  i n

t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  h e l d  a n  h o n o r e d  p l a c e  i n  many m i d d l e  c l a s s

f a m i l y  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  q u a r t e r  c e n t u r y .  I t  p u t

women c l e a r l y  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  g r e a t  c h a i n  o f  b e i n g .

They  h a d  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  a  s u b o r d i n a t e  r o l e  b y  n a t u r e  an d

w e re  a d v i s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e

d o m e s t i c  t r a n q u i l i t y .  I n d e p e n d e n c e  was a  s i g n  o f  i n d e l i c a c y

an d  s e n s i b l e  women w o u ld  be  q u i c k  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  w e a k n e s s

was a n  a t t r a c t i o n ,  n o t  a  f l a w . " ^  I n  a n  1 8^1  e d i t i o n  o f  The

Women o f  E n g l a n d ;  t h e i r  S o c i a l  D u t i e s  and  D o m e s t i c  H a b i t s ,

S a r a h  S t i c k n e y  E l l i s  c a u t i o n e d  g i f t e d  women a g a i n s t

e x h i b i t i n g  t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  F e m a le  h a p p i n e s s  d e p e n d e d  on

h u s b a n d s  r e m a i n i n g  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e i r  own s u p e r i o r i t y .

E l l i s  w a rn e d  t h a t  women e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t s  r i s k e d
12p e r m a n e n t  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  m a r i t a l  h a p p i n e s s .  E v e n  t h e  

S o v e r e i g n  h a d  moments  o f  d o u b t  a b o u t  h e r  d u a l  r o l e .  ”1 

am e v e r y  d ay  m ore  c o n v i n c e d , "  s h e  w r o t e  t o  h e r  U n c l e  

L e o p o l d  i n  1 8 5 2 ,  " t h a t  we women i f  we a r e  t o  be  good  women,
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f e m i n i n e  a n d  a m i a b l e  a n d  d o m e s t i c , a r e  n o t  f i t t e d  t o  

,.13r e i g n . "  ^

The f a c t  was t h a t  u p p e r  a n d  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women saw

t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  men who s u p p o r t e d  th e m ,  w h e t h e r

f a t h e r ,  h u s b a n d  o r  b r o t h e r .  E v e n  a n  i m p a s s i o n e d  a p p e a l

a g a i n s t  t h e  b o re d o m  an d  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  i d l e n e s s ,  s u c h  a s

t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  m  C h a r l o t t e  B r o n t e ' s  S h i r l e y , w r i t t e n  i n

18^-9» i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  men.  O n ly  b y  c o n v i n c i n g  men o f  t h e

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c h a n g e  d i d  B r o n t e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a c t i o n  w o u ld

be  t a k e n .  She  t h e r e f o r e  made no a t t e m p t  t o  i n s p i r e  women

t o  h e l p  t h e m s e l v e s :

Men o f  E n g l a n d !  Look  a t  y o u r  p o o r  g i r l s ,  many o f  th em  
f a d i n g  a r o u n d  y o u ,  d r o p p i n g  o f f  i n  c o n s u m p t i o n  o r  
d e c l i n e ;  o r ,  w h a t  i s  w o r s e ,  d e g e n e r a t i n g  t o  s o u r  o l d  
m a i d s ,  e n v i o u s ,  b a c k b i t i n g ,  w r e t c h e d ,  b e c a u s e  l i f e  i s  
a  d e s e r t  t o  th e m :  o r ,  w h a t  i s  w o r s t  o f  a l l ,  r e d u c e d  t o  
s t r i v e ,  b y  s c a r c e  m o d e s t  c o q u e t r y  a n d  d e b a s i n g  a r t i f i c e ,  
t o  g a i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  m a r r i a g e ,  
w h i c h  t o  c e l i b a c y  i s  d e n i e d .  F a t h e r s !  c a n n o t  y o u  a l t e r  
t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  P e r h a p s  n o t  a l l  a t  o n c e ;  b u t  c o n s i d e r  
t h e  m a t t e r  w e l l  when i t  i s  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  y o u ,  r e c e i v e  
i t  a s  a  th em e  w o r t h y  o f  t h o u g h t :  do n o t  d i s m i s s  i t  w i t h  
a n  i d l e  j e s t  o r  a n  u n m a n ly  i n s u l t .

I d l e n e s s  was a n  i n c r e a s i n g  s o u r c e  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

f o r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women a t  m i d - c e n t u r y .  T h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  

p r o t e s t s  i n c r e a s e d  an d  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

w om en 's  movement  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .  I n  1 8 5 0 ,  

h o w e v e r ,  b y  m a r r i a g e  a l o n e  c o u l d  a  g i r l  r i s e  t o  a  h i g h e r  r a n k .  

M a r r i a g e  g a v e  a  woman a  v i a b l e  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  a  h o u s e h o l d  

o f  h e r  own t o  p r e s i d e  o v e r .  The p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  

was w om an 's  p r o p e r  s p h e r e ,  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  t h e  home h e r  o n l y
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l e g i t i m a t e  c o n c e r n .  The i d e a l  woman was a  g u a r d i a n  a n g e l ,  

who p u r i f i e d  t h e  home so  t h a t  man m i g h t  f i n d  p e a c e  a n d  

e s c a p e  t h e r e  f r o m  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d .

R u s k i n  d e s c r i b e d  w o m an 's  t a l e n t  a s  one  f o r  " s w e e t  

o r d e r i n g . "  She was p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  h a r d e n i n g  p r o c e s s  

w h i c h  i n e v i t a b l y  s u l l i e d  men b e c a u s e  s h e  d i d  n o t  v e n t u r e  

o u t s i d e  t h e  d o m e s t i c  s p h e r e .  Woman's  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

s o c i e t y  r e s t e d  i n  h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  c r e a t e  a  p e a c e f u l  s h e l t e r  

f o r  h e r  f a m i l y .  "H e r  g r e a t  f u n c t i o n  i s  P r a i s e :  s h e  

e n t e r s  i n t o  no c o n t e s t . " ^

The a n g e l i c  c r e a t u r e  who i n h a b i t e d  R u s k i n ' s  " v e s t a l  

t e m p l e , "  t h e  home,  was p r e p a r e d  f o r  no o t h e r  f u n c t i o n .

S i n c e  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was b u i l t  o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  

t h a t  m a r r i a g e  was a  w om an 's  o n l y  g o a l ,  i t  made no p r o v i s i o n  

f o r  t h e  s i n g l e  p r o p e r t y l e s s  g e n t l e w o m a n .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  

num ber  o f  s i n g l e  women an d  widows o f  m e a n s ,  who e n j o y e d  a  

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  b u t  t h i s  g r o u p  was a  v e r y  s m a l l  

m i n o r i t y .  S i n g l e  women g e n e r a l l y  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a  

d e p e n d e n t  p o s i t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  a  f a t h e r  o r  

a  b r o t h e r .  U n l e s s  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  w e re  a b l e  t o  l e a v e  th em  a  

c o m p e t e n c e ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  women was p i t i a b l e .  The 

o n l y  r e s p e c t a b l e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  m a r r i a g e  f o r  

g e n t e e l  women w e re  a u t h o r s h i p  o r  g o v e r n e s s i n g .  J a n e  A u s t e n  

h a d  e a r l i e r  p u t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  m a r r i a g e  q u i t e  p l a i n l y ,  when 

s h e  g a v e  C h a r l o t t e  L u c a s ' s  r e a s o n s  f o r  a c c e p t i n g  Mr.

C o l l i n s :  " M a r r i a g e  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  h e r  o b j e c t ,  i t  was  t h e



51

o n l y  h o n o u r a b l e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  w e l l - e d u c a t e d  y o u n g  women o f

s m a l l  f o r t u n e  a n d  h o w e v e r  u n c e r t a i n  o f  g i v i n g  h a p p i n e s s ,
1 f\m u s t  b e  t h e i r  p l e a s a n t e s t  p r e s e r v a t i v e  f r o m  w a n t . "  E m i l y

S h i r r e f f  r e s t a t e d  t h e  p o i n t  i n  1 8 5 8 ,  when s h e  a t t e m p t e d  t o

e x p o s e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a n  im p r o v e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  f o r

m i d d l e  c l a s s  g i r l s .  She  d e p l o r e d  t h e  s y s t e m  w h i c h  b e c a u s e

i t  u s u a l l y  l e f t  s i n g l e  women i l l - p r o v i d e d  f o r  a p p e a r e d

d e s i g n e d  t o  make th e m  a c c e p t  a n y  m a t c h  a s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  
17s p i n s t e r h o o d . '

The d i f f i c u l t y  was t h a t  b y  1 8 5 0 ,  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s

g i r l ,  w hose  o n l y  t r a i n i n g  was f o r  m a r r i a g e  f a c e d  a n

i n c r e a s i n g  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  " r e d u n d a n c y ."  E x t r a  women w e re

a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  p r e s t i g i o u s

j o u r n a l s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  S a t u r d a y  R e v i e w , t h a t  t h e  d i l em m a

o f  u n m a r r i e d  women was t h e i r  own f a u l t :

M a r r i e d  l i f e  i s  a  w o m an 's  p r o f e s s i o n ;  an d  t o  t h i s  
l i f e  h e r  t r a i n i n g - - t h a t  of '  d e p e n d e n c e - - i s  m o d e l l e d .
Of c o u r s e  b y  n o t  g e t t i n g  a  h u s b a n d ,  o r  b y  l o s i n g  
h im ,  s h e  may f i n d  t h a t  s h e  i s  w i t h o u t  r e s o u r c e s .
A l l  t h a t  c a n  b e  s a i d  o f  h e r  i s ,  s h e  h a s  f a i l e d  i n  
b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  no s o c i a l  r e f o r m  c a n  p r e v e n t  s u c h  
f a i l u r e s .1®

When W.R. G r e g  w r o t e  h i s  e s s a y ,  "Why A re  Women 

R e d u n d a n t ? "  i n  1 8 6 2 ,  he  was d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  p r o b l e m  t h a t  

had  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  f o r  many y e a r s .  I n  1 8 ^ 9  

C h a r l o t t e  Bront*e* h a d  condem ned  s o c i e t y  i n  S h i r l e y  f o r  

r e f u s i n g  t o  f a c e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o b l e m s  o f  e x c e s s  women. 

She  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  p r e f e r r e d  n o t  t o  b e  r e m i n d e d  o f  

t h e i r  s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s .  "O ld  m a i d s ,  l i k e  t h e  h o u s e l e s s
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an d  u n e m p lo y e d  p o o r ,  s h o u l d  n o t  a s k  f o r  a  p l a c e  and  a n

o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d :  t h e  demand d i s t u r b s  t h e  h a p p y  an d

r i c h :  i t  d i s t u r b s  p a r e n t s . " ^  By m i d - c e n t u r y  t h e  p r o b l e m

was o f  s u c h  p r o p o r t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  c o u l d  no

l o n g e r  i g n o r e  i t . T h e r e  w e re  t o o  many women i n  E n g l a n d

a n d  t h e  e x c e s s  h a d  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h .  G re g  n o t e d  t h e

s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h i s  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s .  H u n d r e d s

o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  u n m a r r i e d  women w e r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e a r n

t h e i r  own l i v i n g s .  A h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  r e d u n d a n t

f e m a l e s  w e re  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m i d d l e  an d  u p p e r

l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y  a n d  h a d  l i t t l e  o r  no c h a n c e  o f  f i n d i n g
20g a i n f u l  e m p lo y m e n t .  Many s h a r e d  G r e g ' s  c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e  

g r o w i n g  e x c e s s  o f  s i n g l e  women was g r e a t e r  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  

c l a s s e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s ,  w h e re  women 

w e re  a l r e a d y  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k f o r c e .  The 

N a p o l e o n i c  w a r s  c o u l d  b e  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o n l y  a  s m a l l  

p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s .  The E m p i r e ,  

w i t h  i t s  n e e d  f o r  a n  e v e r  l a r g e r  num ber  o f  men i n  t h e  C i v i l  

S e r v i c e ,  was a  f a r  m ore  d i s r u p t i n g  f a c t o r .  C a n a d a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  

T a s m a n i a ,  an d  New Z e a l a n d  a t t r a c t e d  a d v e n t u r o u s  y o u n g  men 

o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c r i m i n a l  an d  d e s t i t u t e ,  

who w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  E n g l a n d .  F o r  many women, 

d i s c o u r a g e d  f r o m  e m i g r a t i o n  b y  t h e  h a r d s h i p  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  

c o l o n i e s ,  t h i s  d r a i n  on  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  m a r r i a g e a b l e  men
21c o m b in e d  w i t h  o t h e r  t r e n d s  t o  mean t h e y  h a d  no h u s b a n d s .

C e n s u s  f i g u r e s  i n  1851  showed t h a t  o f  women b e t w e e n
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t h e  a g e s  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  a n d  t h i r t y - f o u r ,  o u t  o f  e v e r y

t h o u s a n d ,  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - n i n e  w e re  s i n g l e ,  s i x

h u n d r e d  an d  f o r t y - t h r e e  m a r r i e d ,  a n d  t w e n t y - e i g h t  w idow ed ;

o f  women o f  a l l  a g e s ,  o u t  o f  e v e r y  t h o u s a n d ,  f i v e  h u n d r e d

a n d  n i n e t y - e i g h t  w e re  s i n g l e ,  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y
22m a r r i e d ,  a n d  s e v e n t y - t w o  w idow ed .  An e v e n  m ore  i n t e r ­

e s t i n g  f i g u r e  i s  t h a t  f o r  m a l e  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s .  I n  1 8 5 1  o f  

men b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  a n d  t h i r t y - f o u r ,  o u t  o f  

e v e r y  t h o u s a n d ,  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y - s i x  w e re  s i n g l e ,  

s i x  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - s e v e n  m a r r i e d  and  s e v e n t e e n  

w i d o w e r s ;  o f  men b e t w e e n  t h i r t y - f i v e  an d  f o r t y - f o u r ,  o u t  

o f  e v e r y  t h o u s a n d ,  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y - t w o  w e re  s i n g l e ,  

s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - f i v e  m a r r i e d  and  f o r t y - t h r e e  

w i d o w e r s ;  o f  men o f  a l l  a g e s ,  o u t  o f  e v e r y  t h o u s a n d ,  s i x

h u n d r e d  an d  t w e n t y - f i v e  w e r e  s i n g l e ,  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  an d
23t h i r t y - s e v e n  m a r r i e d  a n d  t h i r t y - e i g h t  w i d o w e r s .  T h i s

c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  i n  1 8 5 1 ,  3 ^ 5»159  more

women t h a n  men i n  E n g l a n d  shows why t h e r e  w e re  s o  many

s i n g l e  women. N ot  o n l y  w e r e  t h e r e  f e w e r  men,  t h e  men t h a t

t h e r e  w e re  o f t e n  r e m a i n e d  b a c h e l o r s .  The e x p e n s e  o f  w i f e  an d

f a m i l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  men o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  f r o m  m a r r y i n g

u n t i l  q u i t e  l a t e ,  i f  a t  a l l .  A s u r v e y  o f  1 8 7 ^  r e p o r t e d

t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  m a r r i a g e  b e t w e e n  1 8 ^ 0  an d  1 8 7 0  was

2 9 . 9 3  y e a r s  f o r  t h o s e  c l e r g y m e n ,  d o c t o r s ,  l a w y e r s ,  members

o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  b a n k e r s ,  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  an d
2 Ll

" g e n t l e m e n "  q u e r i e d .  T h i s  m e a n t  t h a t  many m i d d l e  c l a s s
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women c o u l d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  l e n g t h y  p e r i o d s  o f  c o u r t s h i p ,  

o r  i n  many c a s e s  s p i n s t e r h o o d . A c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o m m e n t a t o r ,  

J . D .  A c k l a n d  o f  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  condem ned  t h e  p o s t p o n e m e n t  

o f  m a r r i a g e  i n  a  c o lu m n  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  T im es  o f  O c t o b e r  

1863* He a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t o  f o o l i s h  i d e a s  a b o u t  

t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a  m i d d l e  c l a s s  e s t a b ­

l i s h m e n t  an d  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e

t r e n d  e n d e d  g r e a t  n u m b ers  o f  women w o u ld  b e  condem ned
2 3t o  i m p o v e r i s h e d  s i n g l e  l i v e s .  J

M id d l e  c l a s s  women, c o m p l e t e l y  u n e q u i p p e d  f o r  s e l f -

s u p p o r t ,  y e t  f a c i n g  t h a t  n e c e s s i t y  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e rs

w ere  a  p r o b l e m  t h a t  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  b e  i g n o r e d .  They

b e g a n  t o  demand o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e m p lo y m e n t ,  " a n  o p e n
2 6f i e l d  w i t h  a  f a i r  d a y ' s  w ag es  f o r  a  f a i r  d a y ' s  w o r k . "

The b o red o m  o f  i d l e n e s s  was now a  r e a l  e co n o m ic  p r o b l e m  

and  many women f a c e d  a  d e s p e r a t e ,  a l b e i t  g e n t e e l ,  p o v e r t y .  

D a u g h t e r s  i n  t h e  homes o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men w i t h  i n c o m e s  

b e t w e e n £ 5 0 0  and^ClOOO r e a l i z e d  t h e  b u r d e n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  

r e p r e s e n t e d .  The l o n g e r  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  a t  home u n a b l e  t o  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  own u p k e e p ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  f a m i l y  

d i f f i c u l t i e s .  W i t h o u t  m a r r i a g e  t h e y  c o u l d  o n l y  c o n t e m p l a t e
27

t h e  e v e n t u a l  n e c e s s i t y  o f  e a r n i n g  a  l i v i n g .

The f a c t  t h a t  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  women g o v e r n e s s i n g  

o f f e r e d  t h e i r  o n l y  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  made t h e  i s s u e  

one  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  m i d d l e  an d  u p p e r  c l a s s e s .  

T h e i r  e a r n i n g s  w e r e  m e a g e r ,  p o s i t i o n s  w e re  f e w  an d  t h e y
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f a c e d  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  a n  o l d  a g e  o f  d e p e n d e n c y  on

r e l a t i v e s ,  f r i e n d s ,  o r  i n  many c a s e s  t h e  w o r k h o u s e .  I n

1841 t h e  G o v e r n e s s e s '  B e n e v o l e n t  I n s t i t u t i o n  was f o u n d e d ,

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e s e  women w i t h  s m a l l

sums o f  m oney ,  a n n u i t i e s  w h e re  n e c e s s a r y  an d  b o t h  a n  a s y lu m
2 8f o r  e l d e r l y  g o v e r n e s s e s  a n d  a  home f o r  u n e m p lo y e d  o n e s .  

B e c a u s e  t h e  g o v e r n e s s  was a  f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e  i n  m i d d l e  a n d  

u p p e r  c l a s s  homes a n d  b e c a u s e  m o s t  f a m i l i e s  h a d  a  r e l a t i v e  

o r  f r i e n d  i n  t h a t  u n e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

l e d  t o  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  f i f t i e s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  eco n o m ic  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  r e d u n d a n t  

m i d d l e  c l a s s  woman was s e e n  b y  some e a r l y  f e m i n i s t s  a s  

t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s t i m u l u s  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  w om an 's  

movement a f t e r  1 8 5 0 .  I n  1866  B e s s i e  R a y n e r  P a r k e s  w r o t e  

t h a t  d e s p i t e  i n d i v i d u a l  dem ands  f o r  r e f o r m  o f  w om an 's  

l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  l i t t l e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o m p e l l i n g  p r e s s u r e  o f  eco n o m ic  

n e c e s s i t y .  The f i n a n c i a l  d i s t r e s s  o f  t h e  r e d u n d a n t  

f e m a l e  made t h e  w om an 's  movement  a  s u b j e c t  o f  p u b l i c
29i n t e r e s t  an d  e l i c i t e d  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  f o r  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s .

I f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  s o l i d i f i e d  t h e  im age  o f  

t h e  i d l e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  woman, i t  b r o u g h t  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women 

o u t  o f  t h e i r  homes an d  i n t o  t h e  m i l l s  a n d  f a c t o r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  i n t o  d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e .  The C e n s u s  o f  1841  p r o v i d e d  t h e  

f i r s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d a t a  f o r  women and  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  a c c u r a t e ,  i t
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d o e s  show t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  women w e r e  w o r k i n g  i n  f i v e  

c a t e g o r i e s :  a s  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s ,  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t i v e s ,  

n ee d lew o m e n ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r s  a n d  i n  d o m e s t i c  i n d u s ­

t r i e s  . The f a c t o r y  women h a d  t h e  s h o r t e s t  h o u r s  a n d  t h e  

b e s t  r a t e s  o f  p a y .  I n  o t h e r  o c c u p a t i o n s  lo w  w ages  an d  b ad  

c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  o v e r s t o c k e d
Q A

l a b o r  p o o l .  By 1 8 5 9  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  c o u l d  r e p o r t :

"Out o f  6 m i l l i o n s  o f  women a b o v e  20 y e a r s  o f  a g e  i n

G r e a t  B r i t a i n . . . n o  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  a r e  i n d u s t r i a l  i n

t h e i r  mode o f  l i f e .  More t h a n  a  t h i r d ,  more  t h a n  two

m i l l i o n s ,  a r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  i n  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y ,  a r e  s e l f -
31s u p p o r t i n g ,  l i k e  m e n . " ^

The f a c t  t h a t  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women a c q u i r e d  

i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a s  e co n o m ic  e n t i t i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  I n d u s ­

t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  o v e r - e m p h a s i z e d .  I t  s h o u l d  

be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  e m p lo y m en t  o f  m a r r i e d  an d  s i n g l e  

women l o n g  p r e - d a t e d  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e r e  

i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  b r o u g h t  a  d e c l i n e  

a n d  f a l l  f o r  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women f r o m  a  " g o l d e n  a g e "  i n  

w h ic h  t h e y  d i d  o n l y  " s u i t a b l e "  w ork  i n  t h e  bosom o f  t h e  

f a m i l y . - ^ 2 I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  s i n g l e  w o r k i n g  women t h e  g a i n  

i n  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  i n d e p e n d e n c e  was s t r i k i n g .  I n  

d o m e s t i c  i n d u s t r i e s  l i k e  s p i n n i n g ,  l a c e - m a k i n g  a n d  w e a v i n g ,  

f a m i l y  w ages  h a d  p r e v a i l e d  an d  women h a d  had  l i t t l e  o r  no 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a n d l e  t h e i r  own e a r n i n g s .  T h e i r  r a t e s  o f  

p a y  w e re  lo w  s i n c e  t h e y  w e re  c o n s i d e r e d  s u p p l e m e n t a r y .
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Once t h e  woman l e f t  t h e  home t o  w ork  s h e  r e c e i v e d  h e r  own 

w ages  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e  a n d  i n  many c a s e s  h e r  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  h e r  own w ag es  m e a n t  h e r  l e a v i n g  home a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e  

t o  become " h e r  own m i s t r e s s . "  I n  1833  t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  

t h e  F a c t o r y  C o m m is s io n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  f a c t o r y  g i r l s  u s u a l l y  

i n s i s t e d  on  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a t  a b o u t  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o f  

a g e  an d  b y  1 8 ^ 0  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o p p o r ­

t u n i t i e s  t e n d e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  women b y  p r o -
33v i d i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  e a r n i n g s  f o r  th e m .  ^ H ead s  o f  f a m i l i e s

w e re  o f t e n  r e s e n t f u l  o f  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  m e th o d  o f  p a y m e n t ,

b u t  f o r  s i n g l e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women i t  c r e a t e d  a n  eco n o m ic

a n d  s o c i a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  i d e n t i t y .  C o n t e m p o r a r i e s

d i s a g r e e d  a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  f a c t o r y  and  w o r k s h o p  on

women. Many s h a r e d  t h e  v i e w  e x p r e s s e d  i n  W.E. H i c k s o n ' s

R e p o r t  t o  t h e  Hand loom  W e a v e r s  C o m m is s io n .  He a p p r o v e d

o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  wage w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r

s i n g l e  y o u n g  women t o  s a v e  a s  much a s  $ 1 0 0  b e t w e e n  t h e

a g e s  o f  s i x t e e n  a n d  t w e n t y - f i v e .  T h i s  a c c u m u l a t e d

c a p i t a l  w o u ld  e n a b l e  th em  t o  s e t  u p  h o u s e k e e p i n g  when 
3k

t h e y  m a r r i e d .  O t h e r s  w e re  c e r t a i n  t h e  money w o u ld  be

s q u a n d e r e d .  They  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  wage a n  e v i l

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s i n c e  " e a c h  c h i l d  c e a s e s  t o  v i e w  i t s e l f  a s  a
3 5s u b o r d i n a t e  a g e n t  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d . I t  s h o u l d  be  

r em em b e re d  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e s e  o p p o s i n g  v i e w s ,  

w ork  o u t s i d e  t h e  f a c t o r y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w o r k i n g  

c l a s s  women.
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The i n c r e a s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e  was 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  By m i d - c e n t u r y  e v e r y  f a m i l y  t h a t  c o u l d  

a f f o r d  a  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t  h a d  o n e ,  s i n c e  no c l a i m  t o  t r u e  

g e n t i l i t y  c o u l d  b e  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  w i t h o u t  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  s e r v a n t r y  i n  t h e  home.  D o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e  

was b y  f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  f e m a l e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  m id -  

V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  a n d  i t s  s t e a d y  r i s e  was a  c l e a r  r e ­

f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  w h i c h  

s u p p o r t e d  i t . - ^  The w o r k i n g  c l a s s  f e m a l e  i n  d o m e s t i c  

s e r v i c e  was a  n a t u r a l  c o m p le m e n t  t o  t h e  i d l e  woman t h e  

m i d d l e  c l a s s  h a d  e n s h r i n e d .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b y  m i d ­

c e n t u r y  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women w e re  w i t h d r a w i n g  f r o m  a g r i c u l ­

t u r a l  l a b o r  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r s ,  i t  c a n  b e  s a i d  t h a t  

t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  w o rk  e x p e c t a t i o n s  c h a n g e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .  I t  was t r u e  i n  1 8 5 0  

an d  r e m a i n e d  t r u e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  t h a t  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women f o r  whom em p lo y m en t  was a  n e c e s s i t y  

w e re  a  r e s e r v o i r  o f  c h e a p  l a b o r  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  

v a r i e t y  o f  e m p lo y m e n ts  a n d  a b s o l u t e l y  w i t h o u t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o r  b a r g a i n i n g  p o w e r .  V e r y  f e w  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women h a d  a n y  

c h o i c e s ,  b u t  t o  t a k e  a n y  m eans  o f  e a r n i n g  a  l i v i n g  o f f e r e d  

t h e m . 37

The b u l k  o f  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women c o u l d  n e i t h e r  r e a d  

n o r  w r i t e .  The R e t u r n  o f  M a r r i a g e  R e g i s t e r s  f o r  1851  shows 

t h a t  i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  o u t  o f  1 5 ^ » 0 0 0  women m a r r i e d  i n  E n g l a n d ,  

n e a r l y  7 0 , 0 0 0  s i g n e d  t h e i r  names  w i t h  m a r k s . M a r r i e d
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women o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s  w e re  i n  a  somew hat  d i f f e r e n t  

p o s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  s i n g l e  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  Long  b e f o r e  t h e  

f a c t o r y  r e p l a c e d  t h e  home a s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  

m a r r i e d  women h a d  s e r v e d  a s  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  

o r  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  i n  d o m e s t i c  i n d u s t r i e s  o r  a s  d a y -  

l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  When t h e y  a s s i s t e d  t h e i r  

h u s b a n d s  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  no w a g e s .  L i k e  t h e i r  s i n g l e  c o u n t e r ­

p a r t s  , when t h e y  w o rk e d  on  t h e i r  own t h e i r  w ages  w ere  

e x t r e m e l y  l o w ,  s i n c e  t h e y  w e re  p r e s u m e d  t o  b e  s u p p l e ­

m e n t a r y .  Not  u n t i l  t h e  home c e a s e d  t o  be  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

a c t i v i t y  d i d  t h e  m a r r i e d  woman w o r k e r  become a n  o b j e c t  o f  

c o n c e r n .  E n g e l s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  "when women work  i n  

f a c t o r i e s ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e s u l t  i s  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  

o f  f a m i l y  t i e s . " - ^

M a r r i e d  women who becam e wage e a r n e r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  

home e n c o u n t e r e d  new p r o b l e m s .  T h e i r  e a r n i n g s  n e v e r  b a l ­

a n c e d  t h e  l o s s  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  i t s  d o m e s t i c  c e n t e r .

C h i l d r e n  w e re  no l o n g e r  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  m o t h e r s ,  b u t  w e re  

f a r m e d  o u t ,  o f t e n  b a d l y  f e d  and  d o s e d  w i t h  l a u d a n u m  t o  

k e e p  th em  q u i e t .  Low w ages  e v a p o r a t e d  o n  r e a d y - m a d e  f o o d s  

an d  o t h e r  i t e m s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  women no l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  c o o k  

a n d  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  own hom es .  The f a m i l y  s u f f e r e d ,  b u t  

b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  p e c u l i a r  l e g a l  s t a t u s  t h e  m a r r i e d  woman 

w o r k e r  s u f f e r e d  e v e n  m o re .  M a r r i e d  women w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  

t h e  home e a r n e d  i n d i v i d u a l  w a g e s ,  b u t  t h e i r  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  

d e p r i v e d  th e m  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t h e i r  e a r n i n g s  a n d  g a v e  t h a t
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r i g h t  t o  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  The m a r r i e d  woman o f  t h e  w o r k i n g

c l a s s  becam e a n  o b j e c t  o f  c o n c e r n  o n l y  when n u m e ro u s  c a s e s

came t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  i n  w h i c h  a  d r u n k e n  h u s b a n d

dem anded  an d  s q u a n d e r e d  t h e  w ages  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  h a d  h o p e d

w o u ld  k e e p  h e r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  s t a r v a t i o n .  By 1859  H a r r i e t

M a r t i n e a u  c o u l d  w r i t e  a b o u t  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e

t h e  new D i v o r c e  C o u r t  an d  t h e  p o l i c e  m a g i s t r a t e s  w h ic h

i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  w o r k i n g  w i v e s .  I n  e v e r y

i n s t a n c e  t h e  women came s e e k i n g  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e
^-0e a r n i n g s  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s .  

P u b l i c i t y  l e d  p e o p l e  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  d u a l  s y s t e m  o f  l a w ,  

w h i c h  l e f t  t h e  f a c t o r y  woman w i t h o u t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  h e r  

m e a g e r  w a g e s .  The p r o b l e m  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  a r o u s e d  p u b l i c  

a t t e n t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  i t  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  t o  m a r r i e d  women 

o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s .  The q u e s t i o n  o f  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  

w ages  was o n l y  on e  f a c e t  o f  t h e  m a r r i e d  w om an 's  p r o p e r t y  

i s s u e ,  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  s t i r r e d  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  

f i f t i e s ,  and  o n l y  i n c i d e n t a l l y  i n c l u d e d  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  

women.

The l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  m a r r i e d  woman o r  " feme 

c o v e r t "  d i f f e r e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f r o m  t h a t  o f  h e r  u n m a r r i e d  

s i s t e r ,  t h e  " fem e s o l e . "  I f  m a r r i a g e  r e p r e s e n t e d  s a f e  

h a v e n  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  i t  a l s o  b r o u g h t  w i t h  i t  a n  

a m a z i n g  s e t  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  O u t s i d e  t h e  f a m i l y  m a r r i e d  

women h a d  t h e  same l e g a l  s t a t u s  a s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  l u n a t i c s ;  

w i t h i n  i t  t h e y  w e r e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s '  i n f e r i o r s .
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M a r r i e d  women h a d  n o t  a l w a y s  b e e n  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .

I n  A n g l o - S a x o n  t i m e s  women h e l d  a  f a i r l y  i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n .  

The l a w s  o f  t h e  t i m e  show t h a t  b o t h  w i f e  a n d  widow w e re  

w e l l  p r o t e c t e d .  To t h e  A n g l o - S a x o n s  m a r r i a g e  was a  

r o u g h l y  e q u a l  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  b r o k e n  b y  e i t h e r  

w i f e  o r  h u s b a n d .  A l a w  o f  K i n g  A e t h e l b e r t  s a i d ,  " I f  a  w i f e

w i s h  t o  d e p a r t  w i t h  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  s h e  s h a l l  h a v e  h a l f  t h e
A? . .g o o d s . "  The Norman c o n q u e s t  c h a n g e d  w om en 's  p o s i t i o n .

The f e u d a l  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  was a n  

e s s e n t i a l l y  m i l i t a r y  one  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  men 

o v e r  women seem ed  n a t u r a l .  T h e r e  seem s t o  h a v e  b e e n  no 

l e g a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  g u a r d i a n s h i p  

o f  women, b u t  t h e  m i n o r  was i n  t h e  g u a r d i a n s h i p  o f  h e r  

f a t h e r  o r  l o r d  a n d  t h e  w i f e  i n  t h e  g u a r d i a n s h i p  o f  t h e  

h u s b a n d .  A woman g e n e r a l l y  p a s s e d  f r o m  f a t h e r  o r  l o r d  t o  

h u s b a n d  l o n g  b e f o r e  s h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  a g e  o f  t w e n t y - o n e .

N ot  u n t i l  s h e  became a  widow was a n  h e i r e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be  

o u t  o f  g u a r d i a n s h i p .  The l e g a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  make 

c o n s t a n t  u s e  o f  p h r a s e s  i m p l y i n g  t h e  a b s o l u t e  s u b j e c t i o n  o f  

a  w i f e  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d .  A w i f e  c o u l d  n o t  p l e a d  i n  c o u r t  

w i t h o u t  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  n o r  c o u l d  s h e  make a  w i l l  w i t h o u t  h i s  

c o n s e n t .  I t  was n o t e d  i n  1202 t h a t  a  w i f e  i n  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  

l i f e t i m e  h a d  n o t h i n g  o f  h e r  own, n o r  c o u l d  s h e  make a n y
A|,3

p u r c h a s e  w i t h  money s h e  m i g h t  b e  g i v e n .  J

Law an d  c u s to m  p u t  a  w i f e  i n  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  g u a r d i a n ­

s h i p  an d  g a v e  h e r  l a n d ,  g o o d s  a n d  money t o  h im .  T h i s  s i t u -
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a t i o n  p r e v a i l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  S i r

W i l l i a m  B l a c k s t o n e  e x p l a i n e d  a  w i f e ' s  l e g a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s

C o m m e n ta r i e s  on  t h e  Laws o f  E n g l a n d  ( I 7 6 5 --I7 6 9 ) :

By m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  v e r y  b e i n g  o r  l e g a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  
woman i s  s u s p e n d e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i t  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
a n d  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d ;  u n d e r  
whose  w i n g ,  p r o t e c t i o n  an d  c o v e r  s h e  p e r f o r m s  e v e r y ­
t h i n g ;  a n d  s h e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c a l l e d  i n  o u r  l a w  a  
' f e m e  c o v e r t . ' ^

A l t h o u g h  B l a c k s t o n e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  w e re  

p r i m a r i l y  f o r  w om en 's  p r o t e c t i o n ,  " s o  g r e a t  a  f a v o r i t e  i s  

t h e  f e m a l e  s e x  o f  t h e  l a w s  o f  E n g l a n d , "  t h e  f a c t  was t h a t  

t h e  l a w  p u t  m a r r i e d  women a t  a  s e v e r e  d i s a d v a n t a g e .  P u t  i n  

s i m p l e  t e r m s ,  u n d e r  t h e  Common Law, t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  e a r n i n g s , 

l i b e r t y ,  an d  e v e n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  a  w i f e ,  a l l  b e l o n g e d  t o  

h e r  h u s b a n d . "My w i f e  an d  I  a r e  one  a n d  I  am h e , "  was 

one  way o f  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  l a w .  A w i f e  

c o u l d  n o t  s u e ,  n o r  b e  s u e d .  S h e  c o u l d  n o t  be  c a l l e d  a s  a  

w i t n e s s .  H e r  c h i l d r e n  m i g h t  b e  t a k e n  f r o m  h e r .  S h e  c o u l d  

n o t  f r e e  h e r s e l f  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  no m a t t e r  how c r u e l l y  s h e  

was t r e a t e d .  U n t i l  1857» o n l y  a  s p e c i a l  A c t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  

c o u l d  g r a n t  a  d i v o r c e .  E v e n  a f t e r  t h e  D i v o r c e  an d  M a t r i ­

m o n i a l  C a u s e s  A c t  o f  1 8 5 7 .  d i v o r c e  r e m a i n e d  a  c o s t l y  an d  

d i f f i c u l t  p r o c e d u r e ,  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  woman t o  

o b t a i n .

A h u s b a n d  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  u n d e r  t h e  l a w  t o  h i s  w i f e ' s  

o b e d i e n c e ,  t o  h e r  s o c i e t y  and  t o  h e r  s e r v i c e s .  I f  s h e  l e f t  

h im  a  w r i t  o f  h a b e a s  c o r p u s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e r s o n
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w i t h  whom s h e  was l i v i n g ,  w o u ld  f o r c e  h e r  t o  r e t u r n .

P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  was s l o w  t o  c h a n g e  and  w h i l e ,  a s  e a r l y  a s  

1 8 5 2 ,  i n  d e c i d i n g  one  s u c h  c a s e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  w i f e ,  L o rd  

C a m p b e l l  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " a  h u s b a n d  h a s  no r i g h t  a t  common 

l a w  t o  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  h i s  w i f e , "  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  I 8 9 I  w i t h  

t h e  c a s e  o f  R. v s .  J a c k s o n  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a  man t o
h o

i m p r i s o n  h i s  w i f e  i n  h i s  own h o u s e  becam e o b s o l e t e .  I t

was e v e n  a c c e p t e d  c u s t o m ,  a t  l e a s t  among t h e  p o o r ,  t h a t

w h i l e  i n  h i s  h o u s e ,  a  h u s b a n d  m i g h t  b e a t  h i s  w i f e  a s  he

p l e a s e d ,  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e  s t i c k  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  b e a t  h e r  was

n o t  t h i c k e r  t h a n  h i s  th u m b .

I n  r e g a r d  t o  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s h i p  t h e  " feme c o v e r t "

s u f f e r e d  g r i e v o u s l y  b y  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  " feme s o l e . "

The p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  o f  a  " fem e s o l e "  w e re  a t  Common Law

i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  a  man.  She  c o u l d  d i s p o s e  o f  h e r

p r o p e r t y ,  e i t h e r  d u r i n g  h e r  l i f e t i m e ,  o r  b y  w i l l .  So

l o n g  a s  s h e  h a d  some m eans  o f  i n c o m e ,  t h e  s i n g l e  woman was

i n  a  m o s t  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o s i t i o n .  "A s i n g l e  woman w i t h  a

n a r r o w  i n c o m e , "  s a i d  J a n e  A u s t e n ,  i n  Emma, "m u s t  b e  a

r i d i c u l o u s  o l d  m a i d ,  t h e  p r o p e r  s p o r t  o f  b o y s  an d  g i r l s ,

b u t  a  s i n g l e  woman o f  good  f o r t u n e  i s  a l w a y s  r e s p e c t a b l e ,
Lq

an d  may b e  a s  s e n s i b l e  an d  p l e a s a n t  a s  a n y b o d y  e l s e . "  '

I f  a  woman w e re  b e t r o t h e d  t o  b e  m a r r i e d ,  h e r  r i g h t s  w ere  

i m m e d i a t e l y  c u r t a i l e d .  The d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  u n i o n  o f  h u s b a n d  

an d  w i f e  r e s u l t e d ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Common Law was c o n c e r n e d ,  

i n  m a k in g  a  g i f t  o f  a  w om an 's  p r o p e r t y  t o  h e r  b e t r o t h e d ,
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w h i l e  i t  c o n v e y e d  no c o r r e s p o n d i n g  g i f t  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y  t o  

h e r .  W i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a  m a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t  a n d  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u r t s  o f  E q u i t y ,  a  w i f e  g a v e  u p  a l l  s h e  

p o s s e s s e d  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  e v e n  i f  i t  w e r e  t h e  e a r n i n g s  o f  

h e r  own w ork  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l .  I n  r e t u r n  f o r  h e r  

p r o p e r t y ,  h e r  h u s b a n d  was e x p e c t e d  t o  g i v e  h e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  

a n d  p r o t e c t i o n .

A m a r r i e d  woman m i g h t  own w e a r i n g  a p p a r e l  a n d  

p e r s o n a l  o r n a m e n t s  s u i t a b l e  t o  h e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y .  

T h e s e  w e re  h e r  " p a r a p h e r n a l i a "  a n d  s h e  was n o t  p e r m i t t e d  

t o  d i s p o s e  o f  them  d u r i n g  h e r  l i f e ,  n o r  b y  w i l l ,  w i t h o u t  

h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  c o n s e n t .  An a l l o w a n c e ,  c a l l e d  " p i n - m o n e y "  

was g e n e r a l l y  a s s i g n e d  a  m i d d l e  c l a s s  w i f e ,  s o  t h a t  s h e  

c o u l d  k e e p  u p  a p p e a r a n c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  

d i g n i t y  an d  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  H e r  " p i n - m o n e y "  was n o t  

h e r s  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  an d  a n y  sum s h e  s a v e d  o u t  o f  i t  was 

h e l d  t o  b e  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  a n d  n o t  h e r s .  P i n - m o n e y  an d  

p a r a p h e r n a l i a  s e c u r e d  a  m ere  n o m i n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  

m i d d l e  c l a s s  m a r r i e d  women.

To many women i n  1850  t h e i r  l e g a l  s t a t u s  m a t t e r e d  

v e r y  l i t t l e  and  t h e y  g a v e  no t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  a b s t r a c t  

q u e s t i o n  o f  r i g h t s .  M os t  e c h o e d  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  

b y  M a r g a r e t  O l i p h a n t  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  o p p o s i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  

r e f o r m .  She  c o n s i d e r e d  " i n j u r e d  w i v e s "  a c c i d e n t s  o f  

n a t u r e  whom no l e g a l  e f f o r t  c o u l d  e r a d i c a t e .  L e g i s l a t i n g  

f o r  t h e  f e w  c a s e s  o f  m a r i t a l  d i s c o r d  s eem ed  i r r a t i o n a l  t o
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h e r  an d  t o  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  h e r  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c . ^  To t h e  

women o f  t h e  m i d d l e  a n d  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s  who h a d  t h e  m i s ­

f o r t u n e  t o  b e  m a r r i e d  t o  a  d r u n k a r d  o r  a n  e x t r a v a g a n t  man, 

t h e  l a w  i n  1850  o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  c o n s o l a t i o n .  C us tom  an d  

t r a d i t i o n  o f f e r e d  p o w e r f u l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  quo 

a n d  when i n  1851  J . S .  M i l l ,  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  h i s  m a r r i a g e ,  

r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e g a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  

m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  he  was v o i c i n g  a n  a d v a n c e d  a n d  

u n p o p u l a r  v i e w p o i n t .  He r e j e c t e d  t h e  p o w e r  t h a t  t h e  

m a r r i a g e  l a w  c o n f e r r e d  o n  t h e  h u s b a n d .  He r e c o r d e d  a  

f o r m a l  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  

m a r r i a g e  he  a n d  H a r r i e t  T a y l o r  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e t a i n  c o m p l e t e  

i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t  an d  a c t i o n .

M a r r i a g e  m i g h t  p r e s e n t  many d i f f i c u l t i e s  u n d e r  Common 

Law, b u t  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  w e a l t h  t h e r e  was a n  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  L e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e  was s l o w  t o  come b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a  c o m p l e x  d u a l  l e g a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  h a d  e v o l v e d  

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s .  The m a r r i a g e  

s e t t l e m e n t  was t h e  m eans  d e v i s e d  b y  t h e  C o u r t s  o f  E q u i t y ,  

w h ic h  f o r  some c e n t u r i e s  h a d  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  

Common Law r i g h t s  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d .  E q u i t y  was a  s y s t e m  o f  

l a w  w h i c h  h a d  g ro w n  u p  s i d e  b y  s i d e  w i t h  t h e  Common Law, 

s u p e r c e d i n g  o r  s u p p l e m e n t i n g  i t ,  an d  w h i c h  was a d m i n ­

i s t e r e d ,  n o t  i n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  c o u r t s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  C o u r t  o f  

C h a n c e r y .  By 1800  t h e  C o u r t  o f  C h a n c e r y  h a d  b e e n  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  f o r  two c e n t u r i e s  i n  m a k i n g  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  m a r r i e d



6 6

woman t o  h o l d  p r o p e r t y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  t o  

e x e r t  o v e r  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  t h e  r i g h t s  w h i c h  w e re  a s su m e d  b y  

a  man o r  b y  a  s i n g l e  woman. The a im  o f  C h a n c e r y  h a d  n o t  

b e e n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  m a r r i e d  women.

C h a n c e r y  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  e s t a t e s ,  

p r i m a r i l y  s o  t h a t  w e a l t h y  f a t h e r s  c o u l d  f e e l  s e c u r e ,  

h a v i n g  s e t t l e d  p r o p e r t y  o n  d a u g h t e r s , who m i g h t  m a r r y  

u n s c r u p u l o u s  h u s b a n d s .  M a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e re  e x ­

p e n s i v e  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  C h a n c e r y  l a w y e r s  t r a d i ­

t i o n a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  h u s b a n d s  a s  t h e  enemy.  The f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  m a r r i e d  woman b e n e f i t e d  b y  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was i n c i ­

d e n t a l .  I t  d i d  n o t  m ean  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t s  o f  E q u i t y  t h o u g h t  

a n y  m ore  h i g h l y  o f  h e r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t h a n  t h e  Common Law 

C o u r t s .

C h a n c e r y  a c h i e v e d  i t s  o b j e c t  b y  u s i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  a  p e r s o n  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  h o l d  

p r o p e r t y  o f  h i s  own, i t  m i g h t  b e  h e l d  f o r  h i s  b e n e f i t  b y  

a  t r u s t e e ,  w hose  d u t y  was t o  p r o t e c t  t h a t  p r o p e r t y .  I n  

t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  t r u s t e e  was t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  

t h e  s e p a r a t e  u s e  o f  t h e  m a r r i e d  woman. I t  becam e a p p a r e n t  

t h a t  u n d e r  t h i s  s y s t e m  a  m a r r i e d  woman m i g h t  b e  p e r s u a d e d  

t o  g i v e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  r e s e r v e d  t o  h e r  s e p a r a t e  u s e  t o  a  

c a j o l i n g  h u s b a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  s h e  was p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  u s e  

o f  f o r c e .  The t r u s t e e  was p o w e r l e s s  u n d e r  t h e  l a w  f r o m  

s t o p p i n g  h e r  i f  s h e  w i s h e d  t o  make s u c h  a  g i f t .  I n  o r d e r  

t o  p r e v e n t  a  w i f e ' s  e x t r a v a g a n c e ,  L o r d  T h u r l o w  r e f i n e d
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t h e  t r u s t  f u r t h e r .  H i s  p r o v i s i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  " r e s t r a i n t  

u p o n  a n t i c i p a t i o n , "  made i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  m a r r i e d  

woman e i t h e r  t o  a l i e n a t e  h e r  p r o p e r t y ,  t h a t  i s  t o  g i v e  i t  

aw ay ,  o r  t o  c h a r g e  i t  w i t h  h e r  d e b t s . R e s t r a i n t  u p o n  

a n t i c i p a t i o n  r e s e m b l e d  t h e  s t r i c t  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h ic h  made a  

p r o p e r t y  owner  i n  r e a l i t y  o n l y  a  t e n a n t  f o r  l i f e ,  d e p r i v e d  

o f  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  a l i e n a t e  a n y  p a r t  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y  f o r  a  

p e r i o d  b e y o n d  h i s  l i f e t i m e .  R e s t r a i n t  u p o n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  

g a v e  a  woman t h e  u s e  o f  a n  i n c o m e ,  w i t h o u t  e n d a n g e r i n g  t h e  

b o d y  o f  h e r  e s t a t e .

E q u i t y  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  m a r r i e d  woman t o  

c o n t r a c t  a n d  t o  s u e  i n  a  l i m i t e d  num ber  o f  c a s e s .  The 

i n a b i l i t y  o f  a  m a r r i e d  woman t o  s u e  a n d  c o n t r a c t  a r o s e  f ro m  

a  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  b i n d .  When E q u i t y  

c o n f e r r e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p o s s e s s  s e p a r a t e  p r o p e r t y  on  

m a r r i e d  women, i t  a l s o  c o n f e r r e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n t r a c t  

a n d  s u e .  T h i s  was a  l i m i t e d  r i g h t  d u e  t o  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  

u p o n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  g o v e r n i n g  a  m a r r i e d  w o m an 's  u s e  o f  h e r  

p r o p e r t y .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  some c a s e s  a  woman was e v e n  a b l e  t o  

s u e  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  when t h e r e  was no o t h e r  way o f  p r o t e c t i n g  

h e r s e l f  a g a i n s t  h im .  The r i g h t  t o  s u e  m e a n t  t h a t  a  w om an 's  

e x i s t e n c e  a p a r t  f ro m  h e r  h u s b a n d  was r e c o g n i z e d .  E q u i t y  

e n t i t l e d  a  m a r r i e d  woman t o  a  l e g a l  s t a t u s  a s  a  p e r s o n .

The u s e  o f  m a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  o f  m a r r i e d  women f a i l e d  t o  s o l v e  a  number  o f  

p r o b l e m s .  M os t  m a r r i a g e s  w e re  c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t
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o f  a  s e t t l e m e n t .  L o r d  L y n d h u r s t  r e m a r k e d  i n  t h e  H ouse  o f  

L o r d s  i n  I 856  t h a t  9 / 1 0  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e s  i n  E n g l a n d  w e re  

c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  a l l .  The 

i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  t h e  l a w  c r e a t e d  a  s t a t e  o f  c o n f u s i o n ,  w h i c h  

o f t e n  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  u n s c r u p u l o u s  h u s b a n d ,  l a w y e r  o r  

t r u s t e e .  S i n c e  m a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e re  e x t r e m e l y  c o m p l e x ,  

t h e y  r e q u i r e d  e x p e r t  l e g a l  a d v i c e ,  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  w h i c h  

made i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  p o o r  man t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  

when s h e  m a r r i e d .  A w i f e ' s  p r o p e r t y  m i g h t  be  p r o t e c t e d  b y  

E q u i t y ,  b u t  h e r  e a r n i n g s  ( w a g e s )  w e re  e x c l u d e d  f ro m  s u c h  

p r o t e c t i o n .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  C o u r t s  o f  E q u i t y  w o u ld  n o t  

i n t e r f e r e  w h e r e  a  w i f e ' s  p r o p e r t y  was u n d e r  <^200, t h e r e ­

f o r e ,  t h e  p o o r  w e re  d e n i e d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s .  By t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

two s e p a r a t e  s y s t e m s  o f  l a w  a f f e c t i n g  m a r r i e d  women 

e x i s t e d  s i d e  b y  s i d e  i n  E n g l a n d ,  one  f o r  t h e  r i c h  an d  one  

f o r  t h e  p o o r .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  o f t e n  c o n t r a d i c t e d  one  

a n o t h e r  made t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a l l  t h e  m ore  d i s t u r b i n g .

Why was i t  t h a t  no a t t e m p t  was made t o  c o r r e c t  s o  

o b v i o u s l y  m u d d led  a n d  u n j u s t  a  l e g a l  s y s t e m  w i t h  l e g i s ­

l a t i v e  c h a n g e  b e f o r e  t h e  f i f t i e s ?  A.V.  D i c e y  p o s e d  t h i s  

q u e s t i o n  i n  h i s  L e c t u r e s  on  t h e  R e l a t i o n  B e t w e e n  Law and  

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  i n  E n g l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  an d  

a t t e m p t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s l o w  c o u r s e  o f  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

a c t i o n  b y  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  l a w  i s  a l w a y s  s l u g g i s h  i n  

r e a c t i n g  t o  c h a n g e s  i n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  He n o t e d  t h a t  t h e
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d a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  w e re  w e l l  p r o t e c t e d  b y  E q u i t y  and  

t h a t  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  w o r k i n g  men p o s s e s s e d  l i t t l e  p r o p e r t y  

t o  p r o t e c t .  He a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  g i r l s  w e re  

u n a b l e  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  an d  c o u l d  n o t  b r i n g  

th e m  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n .  D i c e y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h o u g h  

t h e  a b s t r a c t  i n j u s t i c e s  w e re  no g r e a t e r ,  t h e  w rong  was f a r  

m ore  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  b y  1 8 7 0 ,  when a c t i o n  was 

f i n a l l y  t a k e n  t h a n  i t  h a d  b e e n  i n  I 8 3 2 . T h i s  he  a t t r i b u t e d  

i n  g r e a t  p a r t  t o  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  c h a n g e d  t h e

r o l e  o f  women w o r k e r s  a n d  t h a t  i t  c r e a t e d  t h e  i d l e  women

o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  c a n n o t  b e  d e n i e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e

r e b e l l i o n  t h a t  o r g a n i z e d  i t s e l f  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y  had

a d d i t i o n a l  r o o t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  u p h e a v a l .  E l i e

H a l e v y  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i r t h  o f  f e m i n i s m  was due  t o

i n f l u e n c e s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l

R e v o l u t i o n .  He t r a c e d  t h e  movement t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,

n o t  e c o n o m ic  s o u r c e s ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f

t h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  an d  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e n l i g h t e n -

m en t  s t i m u l a t e d  f e m i n i s t  t h o u g h t  an d  s u b s e q u e n t  a c t i v i t y .

W h i l e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s o u r c e s  w e re  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  b i r t h

o f  t h e  new m ovem en t ,  no s i n g l e  f a c t o r  c a n  be  c r e d i t e d  w i t h

i t s  c r e a t i o n .  H a l e v y  r e j e c t e d  a n  e x c l u s i v e l y  e co n o m ic

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  b u t  H a r o l d  P e r k i n  i n s i s t s  on  t h i s  k i n d  o f

a n a l y s i s .  He a s s e r t s  t h a t  " t h e  e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  women

was i n  f a c t  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  an d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
37c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s m . " ^ '  A b r i e f  s u r v e y  o f  t h e
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e a r l y  f e m i n i s t  p e r i o d  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  

so  l i m i t e d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e  how i n e x t r i c a b l y  

e c o n o m i c ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  an d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  

w e re  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r .  The s e e m i n g l y  i s o l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  

p r o t e s t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c a n  

b e  v i e w e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a  g r o w i n g  p a t t e r n ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  c l e a r l y  

t h e  c o m p le x  o f  f o r c e s  t h a t  m e rg e d  i n  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  

f  e m i n i s m .

The b i r t h  o f  f e m i n i s m  i s  g e n e r a l l y  d a t e d  a t  1 7 9 2 ,  

t h e  y e a r  t h a t  Mary W o l l s t o n e c r a f t  w r o t e  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  

A V i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  Women. H e r  b o o k ,  i n s p i r e d  

b y  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  human r i g h t s  and  l i b e r t y  i n  t h e  

a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  

p a s s i o n a t e ,  i f  n o t  a l w a y s  r e a s o n e d ,  a p e a l  t o  en d  f e m a l e  

s u b j e c t i o n .  I n  t h e  b o o k  s h e  a s k e d  f o r  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  

women a n d  men,  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  

f u l l  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  m a r r i e d  women t o  own 

p r o p e r t y  a n d  t o  h a v e  a  s h a r e  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  i n  c a s e  o f  m a r i t a l  s e p a r a t i o n .  She  a l s o  w i s h e d  

d i v o r c e  t o  b e  made e a s i e r  f o r  women a n d  f o r  men t o  be  

l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d r e n .  " L e t  

men t a k e  t h e i r  c h o i c e ,  man an d  woman w e re  made f o r  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  t h o u g h  n o t  t o  become one  b e i n g ;  an d  i f  t h e y  w i l l
c*o

n o t  i m p ro v e  women, t h e y  w i l l  d e p r a v e  t h e m . "  The book  

a r o u s e d  b i t t e r  d i s a p p r o v a l  an d  p e r s o n a l  i n s u l t s  w e r e  

h e a p e d  u p o n  i t s  a u t h o r .  H o r a c e  W a l p o l e  c a l l e d  h e r  a
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CO
" h y e n a  i n  p e t t i c o a t s " 77 an d  H an n ah  More condem ned  t h e  b o o k  

u n r e a d .

H an n ah  More was  a  member o f  t h e  f am e d  " b l u e - s t o c k i n g "

c i r c l e .  She  h a d  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  a s  a  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  an d

was p r a i s e d  b o t h  a s  a  d r a m a t i s t  a n d  a  p o e t .  She  w r o t e  t o

L o r d  O r f o r d  i n  1793  t h a t  s h e  h a d  b e e n  u r g e d  t o  r e a d  t h e

R i g h t s  o f  Women b u t  was r e s i s t i n g  a l l  s u c h  s u g g e s t i o n s .

She  d i s l i k e d  t h e  t i t l e  a n d  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  a s  much

l i b e r t y  a s  s h e  c o u l d  p r e s e n t l y  make u s e  o f .  She  d i d  n o t

f e e l  t h a t  women w o u ld  b e  c a p a b l e  o f  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

"To b e  u n s t a b l e  a n d  c a p r i c i o u s ,  I  r e a l l y  t h i n k ,  i s  b u t  t o o

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  o u r  s e x ;  an d  t h e r e  i s  no a n i m a l  s o  much

i n d e b t e d  t o  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  f o r  i t s  good  b e h a v i o r  a s  
^ 0woman." More was s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  t o  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e s e  w o rd s  s h e  was b e t r a y i n g  h e r  s e x ,  f o r  

s h e  a d m i t t e d  i n  t h e  same l e t t e r  t h a t  i f  s h e  h ad  s t i l l  b e e n  

y o u n g  s h e  m i g h t  p e r h a p s  h a v e  w r i t t e n  d i f f e r e n t l y .  I n  a n y  

c a s e ,  h e r  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t ' s  w ork  was 

s h a r e d  b y  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  b o o k  was o n l y  

b r i e f l y  a  s o u r c e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a s  much b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

s c a n d a l  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t s  a u t h o r ' s  p e r s o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  a s  

f o r  i t s  c o n t e n t .  W i t h  o n l y  m i n i m a l  i m p a c t  a t  i t s  

p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  V i n d i c a t i o n  d i d  n o t  become t h e  c o r n e r ­

s t o n e  o f  t h e  w o m e n 's  movement  u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

F o r  n e a r l y  a  g e n e r a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  V i n d i c a t i o n  

a p p e a r e d  l i t t l e  d e l i b e r a t e  p r o p a g a n d a  f o r  f e m a l e
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l i b e r a t i o n  was p u b l i s h e d .  N o t  u n t i l  1 8 2 5  d i d  a  s u b ­

s t a n t i a l  work  a p p e a r  w h i c h  s e t  o u t  a  c o h e r e n t  a r g u m e n t  f o r  

t h e  f u l l  e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  women a n d  f o r  t h e i r  a d m i s s i o n ,  

e v e n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e r e  w e re  i s o l a t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  

o f  f e m i n i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  

n o t a b l e  b e i n g  S y d n e y  S m i t h ' s  " E s s a y  o n  F e m a le  E d u c a t i o n , "  

w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 8 1 0 .  S m i t h  b r o u g h t  humor a n d  i r o n y  t o  

h i s  s u b j e c t  and  p r o d u c e d  a  c a r e f u l l y  r e a s o n e d  a n d  w i t t y  

e s s a y  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  women w e r e  n a t u r a l l y  

i n f e r i o r  t o  men.  He a d m i t t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  m o s t  men a n d  women, b u t  a t t r i b u t e d  i t  

t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w ays  y o u n g  men an d  women w e re  t r a i n e d  and  

e d u c a t e d .  I f  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  w e re  b r o u g h t  u p  w i t h  e x a c t l y  

t h e  same e d u c a t i o n a l  and  c u l t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  he 

i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  becom e a d u l t s  w i t h  e q u a l

c a p a c i t i e s .  The same p r o p o r t i o n  o f  men an d  women w o u ld
&3l.p r o v e  h i g h l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  o r  d e a d l y  d u l l .  The e s s a y ,  

t h o u g h  w r i t t e n  s o  e a r l y ,  r a n k e d  a s  a  m a s t e r p i e c e  o f  

f e m i n i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  many y e a r s  a n d  was q u o t e d  

e x t e n s i v e l y  by  S m i t h ' s  s u c c e s s o r s .  I t  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  

i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h o u g h t  o n  f e m a l e  c a p a c i t i e s  

b y  t h a t  e a r l y  d a t e ,  b u t  r e f l e c t e d  no a c t i v e  momentum f o r  

c h a n g e .  The s e n t i m e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  h i s  e s s a y  w e r e  n o t  

w i d e l y  h e l d  i n  1 8 1 0 .  A l t h o u g h  S m i t h  d e a l t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  i m p ro v e d  f e m a l e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

h i s  a r g u m e n t s  i f  c a r r i e d  t o  t h e i r  l o g i c a l  e x t r e m e  p o i n t e d
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t h e  way t o w a r d  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  and  a c c o m p a n y i n g  s o c i a l  

u p h e a v a l .  E q u a l  e d u c a t i o n  an d  a d m i s s i o n  o f  e q u a l  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  p o i n t e d  t h e  way t o w a r d  e q u a l  p u b l i c  p a r t i ­

c i p a t i o n  f o r  men a n d  women.

I n  1825  W i l l i a m  Thompson o f  C o r k ,  a  s o c i a l i s t  an d

a d h e r e n t  o f  R o b e r t  O w en 's  t h e o r i e s  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  w r o t e

an d  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  A p p e a l  o f  One H a l f  o f  t h e  Human R a c e ,

Woman, A g a i n s t  t h e  P r e t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  O t h e r  One H a l f ,  Man

t o  R e t a i n  Them i n  P o l i t i c a l  an d  T h e n c e  i n  C i v i l  an d  D o m e s t i c

S l a v e r y . He w r o t e  t h e  b o o k  i n  a n s w e r  t o  a  p a s s a g e  i n

Jam e s  M i l l ' s  " A r t i c l e  o n  G o v e r n m e n t , "  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e

E n c y c l o p a e d i a  B r i t a n n i c a  i n  1 8 2 0 .  So i n c e n s e d  was

Thompson t h a t  he  p r i n t e d  M i l l ' s  o f f e n d i n g  p a r a g r a p h  on

h i s  t i t l e  p a g e :

One t h i n g  i s  p r e t t y  c l e a r ,  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w hose  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  i n d i s p u t a b l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h o s e  o f  
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  may b e  s t r u c k  o f f  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  
r i g h t s  w i t h o u t  i n c o n v e n i e n c e .  I n  t h i s  l i g h t  may be  
v i e w e d  a l l  c h i l d r e n  u p  t o  a  c e r t a i n  a g e ,  whose  i n t e r e s t s  
a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  I n  t h i s  l i g h t  
a l s o  women may be  r e g a r d e d ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l m o s t  
a l l  o f  whom i s  i n v o l v e d  e i t h e r  i n  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  
f a t h e r s ,  o r  i n  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s . 62

Thompson s e t  o u t  a  f e r v e n t  a r g u m e n t  f o r  f u l l  l e g a l  and

p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  o f  men an d  women. He a d v o c a t e d

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  a n d  f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e .  He a b s o l u t e l y

d e n i e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f e m a l e  i n f e r i o r i t y  a n d  r e j e c t e d

t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  women t o  a  s e p a r a t e  s p h e r e .  ^  I t  was

u n f o r t u n a t e  f o r  h i s  c a u s e  t h a t  h i s  m e th o d  o f  s e c u r i n g

w o m en 's  r i g h t s  e n t a i l e d  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  c o - o p e r a t i v e  s o c i a l
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o r d e r ,  i n  w h i c h ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  m a r r i a g e  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  The

i m p l i e d  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  f a m i l y  l i f e  o f f s e t  i n  t h e

p u b l i c  m ind  a l l  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  f e m a l e  e m a n c i p a t i o n .  The

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  c a u s e  b y  t h e  new s o c i a l i s m  l e n t

a n  a d d e d  e l e m e n t  o f  f e a r  t o  t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  r e a c t i o n

a g a i n s t  new i d e a s  f e l t  b y  t h e  m a ss  o f  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e .

T h e r e  w e re  o t h e r  v o i c e s  r a i s e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  f e m i n i s t

v i e w s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f

t h e  R e fo rm  A c t  o f  I 8 3 2 . The U t i l i t a r i a n s  g e n e r a l l y

d i s s e n t e d  f r o m  t h e  a n t i - f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e  s e n t i m e n t

e x p r e s s e d  b y  J am e s  M i l l  i n  h i s  " A r t i c l e  on  G o v e r n m e n t , "

i n  1 8 2 0 .  I n  h i s  A u t o b i o g r a p h y  J o h n  S t u a r t  M i l l  i n d i c a t e d

t h a t  he  a n d  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  y o u n g e r  U t i l i t a r i a n s  s u p p o r t e d

w om en 's  s u f f r a g e .  T h e y  w e re  p l e a s e d  t h a t  J e r e m y  B en th am
6A

s h a r e d  t h e i r  s e n t i m e n t s .  As e a r l y  a s  A p r i l  1 8 2 4 ,  i n

t h e  s e c o n d  num ber  o f  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w , J o h n  M i l l

a t t a c k e d  t h e  E d i n b u r g h  R e v ie w  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  a  c o d e  o f

d u a l  m o r a l i t y  a n d  e s p o u s i n g  a  s u b o r d i n a t e  r o l e  f o r  women.

He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  was b e c a u s e  men d e r i v e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n

f r o m  t h e  s e n s e  o f  pow er  a f f o r d e d  b y  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f

women o n  th e m  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  a g r e e  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n
6 3o f  women o n  t h e  same b a s i s  a s  men.  J  W i l l i a m  J o h n s o n  F o x ,  

a  n o t e d  U n i t a r i a n  p r e a c h e r  a n d  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  M o n th l y  

R e p o s i t o r y  was a n  a r d e n t  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m e r  o f  B e n t h a m i t e  

c o n v i c t i o n s .  Fox  was a  member o f  H a r r i e t  T a y l o r ' s  c i r c l e
fsfian d  i t  was h e  who i n  I 8 3 O i n t r o d u c e d  T a y l o r  t o  M i l l .  Fox
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was a n  e a r l y  a d v o c a t e  o f  w om en 's  r i g h t s .  F o r  h im t h a t

m e a n t  s u p p o r t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  an d  a l t e r a t i o n  o f

t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s .  I n  a  r e v i e w  o f  some o f  T e n n y s o n ' s

poems w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w , J a n u a r y

I 83 I ,  he  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  w om an 's  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e

f a m i l y  was a  s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l

o p p o r t u n i t i e s :  "Upon w h a t  e v e r y  woman i s ,  d e p e n d s  w h a t  t h e

w o r l d  i s ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  an d  t h e  f u t u r e . "  '

The U n i t a r i a n s  had  l o n g  s u p p o r t e d  f e m a l e

e m a n c i p a t i o n .  Mary  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t , whom W i l l i a m  F ox

p r a i s e d  s o  h i g h l y ,  was h e r s e l f  a  U n i t a r i a n  a n d  h e r

V i n d i c a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  a  f a v o r a b l e  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  s h o r t -
68l i v e d  U n i t a r i a n  j o u r n a l  The C h r i s t i a n  M i s c e l l a n y . The 

M o n th l y  R e p o s i t o r y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  f e m i n i s t  

t r a d i t i o n  a n d  one  o f  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u ' s  f i r s t  c o n ­

t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  m a g a z i n e  was a n  a r t i c l e  o n  f e m a l e  e d u ­

c a t i o n  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 8 2 3 . ^  M a r t i n e a u ' s  f e m i n i s m  

was m o d e r a t e  an d  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  a n d  

t h e  im p ro v e m e n t  o f  w om an 's  s t a t u s  u n d e r  t h e  l a w .  F o x ' s  

was a  f a r  m ore  r a d i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  I n  I 832  he  w r o t e  "A 

P o l i t i c a l  and  S o c i a l  A n o m a ly . "  I n  i t  he  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  

a b s u r d i t y  o f  a l l o w i n g  p o l i t i c a l  pow er  t o  d e v o l v e  u p o n  a  

q u e e n ,  w h i l e  a n y  e d u c a t e d  woman was d e n i e d  a  v o t e  i n  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :  "Woman i s  v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e

e n t i r e  pow er  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  o r  n o t  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  i t s
70m e a n e s t  f r a c t i o n .  She  i s  a  d i v i n i t y  o r  a  s l a v e . " '  I n
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t h e  same a r t i c l e  he  o u t l i n e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n a d e q u a c i e s  o f

w o m an 's  p o s i t i o n .  The n u r t u r i n g  o f  f e m i n i n e  d e l i c a c y  was

d e p r i v i n g  women o f  a l l  b u t  s u p e r f i c i a l  a t t a i n m e n t s .  The

t r o u b l e  was t h a t  women w e r e  e d u c a t e d  o n l y  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d ,

t r a i n e d  t o  b e  d e p e n d e n t  i n  t h a t  s t a t e , r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  b e

c o m p a n i o n s .  The l a w  t h a t  d e p r i v e d  m a r r i e d  women o f  l e g a l
71a u to n o m y  g u a r a n t e e d  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s l a v e r y .  F o x ' s  M o n t h l y  

R e p o s i t o r y  was c o n s i s t e n t  i n  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  f e m a l e  eman­

c i p a t i o n ;  i t  was a l s o  f a r  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  common o p i n i o n .  

Though  i t s  c i r c u l a t i o n  was s m a l l ,  n e v e r  m ore  t h a n  one  

t h o u s a n d  c o p i e s ,  i t  r e a c h e d  a  s e l e c t  a u d i e n c e  a n d  t h r o u g h
72t h a t  a u d i e n c e  h e l p e d  c r e a t e  a  c l i m a t e  r e c e p t i v e  t o  c h a n g e .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  "w om an 's  

p l a c e  i n  t h e  home" w e re  g a t h e r i n g  s t r e n g t h  a n d  o p p o s i n g  

e v e n  t h e  m i l d e s t  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  im p ro v e m e n t  o f  f e m a l e  

e d u c a t i o n .  I n  1 8 3 5  Woman As She  I s  And As She  S h o u l d  Be 

was p u b l i s h e d  a n o n y m o u s l y .  The b o o k  was a  s t r o n g  a t t a c k  

o n  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n .  The a u t h o r  n o t e d  t h a t  f e m a l e  i n f l u ­

e n c e  was a l r e a d y  e x c e s s i v e  a n d  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  women m u s t  be  

made t o  s e e  t h e i r  i n f e r i o r i t y  t o  men a n d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  

f o l l y  o f  a n y  i n d e p e n d e n t  a c t i o n .  Woman's  w e a k n e s s  was h e r  

k e y  t o  p o w e r ,  h e r  s t r o n g e s t  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  m an .  I n d e p e n d e n c e

was u n f e m i n i n e  a n d  t h e  m ore  d e p e n d e n t  women becam e t h e  more
73men w o u ld  c h e r i s h  th e m .  J

I n  1839  S a r a h  S t i c k n e y  E l l i s  c a u t i o n e d  women t o  

rem em ber  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  d i v i n e  o r d e r  an d  t o  a c c e p t



77

t h e i r  l o t  w i t h  r e s i g n a t i o n  an d  h u m i l i t y .  She  g l o r i f i e d

s e l f - d e n i a l  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  d u t y ,  w h i c h  f o r  women

w e re  b e s t  e x p r e s s e d  i n  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  f a m i l y  a n d  s u b o r -
74d i n a t i o n  t o  m e n . '

T h e r e  was a s  y e t  no t r u e  d e b a t e  o n  t h e  r e f o r m  o f  

w om en 's  l e g a l  o r  s o c i a l '  s t a t u s .  When Queen  V i c t o r i a  

a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  1 8 3 7  "the i s s u e  r e m a i n e d  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  p a r t  o n  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

T h o se  women who w ou ld  l e a d  t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e s  f o r  e m a n c i ­

p a t i o n  w ere  t h e  q u e e n ' s  own a g e ,  some much y o u n g e r .  

C h a r l o t t e  B r o n t e  was t w e n t y - o n e ,  M a r i a n  E v a n s ,  e i g h t e e n  

an d  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  was o n l y  s e v e n t e e n .  B a r b a r a  

L e i g h  S m i t h  was t e n  a n d  E m i l y  D a v i e s  o n l y  s e v e n .  Y e t  e v e n  

a t  t h a t  e a r l y  d a t e ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e b a t e  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  w om an 's  s t a t u s  was a b o u t  t o  b u r s t  i n t o  p u b l i c  

n o t i c e .  The s e n s i t i v e  q u e s t i o n  o f  i n f a n t  c u s t o d y  p r e ­

c i p i t a t e d  t h a t  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .

The d e v o t e d  m o t h e r  r o c k i n g  a  c r a d l e  was t h e  i d e a l  

im age  f o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .  The i r o n y  i n  t h a t  sy m b o l  

o f  home an d  f a m i l y  was t h a t  t h e  m o t h e r  h a d  no l e g a l  r i g h t ,  

e i t h e r  t o  t h e  c r a d l e  s h e  was r o c k i n g ,  o r  t o  i t s  o c c u p a n t .

A l o n g  s e r i e s  o f  j u d i c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  h a d  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  

f a t h e r ' s  r i g h t  t o  c u s t o d y  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t o  c o m p l e t e  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  u p b r i n g i n g  an d  c h o i c e  o f  t h e i r  

r e l i g i o n . ^  C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n ,  a  p r o f e s s e d  a n t i - f e m i n i s t ,  

b u t  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a u t h o r  a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l  woman,
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c h a l l e n g e d  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n  an d  h e l p e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  l a w  i n  

1 8 3 9 -  One o f  t h e  t h r e e  b e a u t i f u l  g r a n d d a u g h t e r s  o f  

R i c h a r d  B r i n s l e y  S h e r i d a n ,  s h e  t o o k  Lon d o n  s o c i e t y  by  

s t o r m  i n  t h e  1 8 2 6  s e a s o n .  She  was m a r r i e d  i n  1 8 2 7 ,  a t  

n i n e t e e n - ,  t o  G e o rg e  C h a p p e l  N o r t o n ,  a  b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  t h i r d  

L o r d  G r a n t l e y .  I t  was a n  u n h a p p y  m a r r i a g e  f r o m  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g .  P e r s o n a l  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  was a g g r a v a t e d  b y  

p o l i t i c a l l y  o p p o s i n g  v i e w s ,  s i n c e  N o r t o n  was a  T o r y  an d  

e n t e r e d  P a r l i a m e n t  a s  o n e ,  w h i l e  a l l  t h e  S h e r i d a n s  w e re  

a r d e n t  and  o u t s p o k e n  W h ig s .  I n  1835» w h i l e  C a r o l i n e  was 

v i s i t i n g  a  s i s t e r ,  G e o rg e  t o o k  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f ro m  t h e  

f a m i l y  home.  He p u t  th e m  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  a  c o u s i n  o f  h i s  

a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e i r  m o t h e r  t o  s e e  t h e m .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he  b r o u g h t  a n  a c t i o n  o f  c r i m i n a l  c o n ­

v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a g a i n s t  L o r d  M e l b o u r n e ,  who was 

one  o f  h e r  c o n s t a n t  v i s i t o r s .  The j u r y  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  

c a s e  f o r  l a c k  o f  e v i d e n c e ,  d e c i d i n g  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  was a  

r e s u l t  o f  d o m e s t i c  s p i t e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  b l u f f .  H ow ever ,  

C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n  f o u n d  t h a t  i n  t h i s  t r i a l ,  w h i c h  c o n c e r n e d  

t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n ,  s h e  h ad  no s t a n d i n g  a t  

a l l .  B e i n g  a  m a r r i e d  woman, u n p r o t e c t e d  b y  a  m a r r i a g e  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  s h e  c o u l d  n e i t h e r  s u e  n o r  b e  s u e d .  She c o u l d  

n o t  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  c o u n s e l  a t  t h e  t r i a l .  The en d  o f  t h e  

c a s e  f o u n d  h e r  s t i l l  t i e d  t o  N o r t o n  b y  t h e  u n b r e a k a b l e  

m a r r i a g e  b o n d ,  u n a b l e  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  

an d  w i t h  h e r  name s m e a re d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  Lon d o n  p a p e r s .
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N o r t o n  r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  h e r ,  t h e n  c l a i m e d  h e r  

p o s s e s s i o n s  a n d  e a r n i n g s  a s  h i s  own. She  h a d  b e g u n  a  

l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  i n  1 8 2 9 , two y e a r s  a f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e .

She  g a i n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  an d  

e d i t i n g  s e v e r a l  p o p u l a r  l i t e r a r y  a n n u a l s ,  s u c h  a s  

La  B e l l e  A s s e m b l e e , F i s h e r ' s  Draw ing-R oom  S c r a p - B o o k , 

a n d  The K e e p s a k e . A l l  t h e s e  e a r n i n g s  N o r t o n  now c l a i m e d .

C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n  f o u g h t  b a c k  w i t h  w o r d s .  She  d i d  

n o t  a r g u e  f o r  f e m i n i n e  e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  i n d e e d  s h e  

r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  f e m a l e  e q u a l i t y :  "The w i l d  and  

s t u p i d  t h e o r i e s  a d v a n c e d  b y  a  f e w  women, o f  ' e q u a l  r i g h t s '  

an d  ' e q u a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e '  a r e  n o t  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e i r  

s e x .  I ,  f o r  one  ( I ,  w i t h  m i l l i o n s  m o r e ) ,  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  

n a t u r a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  m an ,  a s  I  do i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

a  G o d . " '  She  a r g u e d  f r o m  a  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  o u t r a g e  

an d  c a m p a i g n e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  m o t h e r ' s  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  

t o  h e r  c h i l d r e n .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  Mary S h e l l e y ,  t h e  

d a u g h t e r  o f  Mary W o l l s t o n e c r a f t  a n d  W i l l i a m  G odw in ,  s h e  

e x p l a i n e d  h e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r i s k  f u r t h e r  u n p l e a s a n t  

p u b l i c i t y .  H a v i n g  no f e a r  o f  n o t o r i e t y ,  s h e  w a n t e d  

t o  c o n v i n c e  o t h e r  women t h a t  t h e r e  was no d i s g r a c e  i n  

c l a i m i n g  j u s t i c e .  I f  women demanded  t h e i r  n a t u r a l
77r i g h t s  p u b l i c l y  t h e y  w o u ld  be  m a k in g  r e a l  p r o g r e s s . '

She  b e g a n  t o  w r i t e  p a m p h l e t s ,  w h i c h  s h e  h a d  p r i v a t e l y  

p r i n t e d  a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  M u r r a y  h e s i t a t e d  t o  t a k e  

th em  i n  f e a r  o f  p r o s e c u t i o n .  F i v e  h u n d r e d  c o p i e s  o f
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The C l a i m  o f  a  M o t h e r  t o  t h e  C u s t o d y  o f  h e r  C h i l d  a s  

A f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  Common Law R i g h t  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  w e re  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  1837  an d  c i r c u l a t e d  among i n f l u e n t i a l  

l e g i s l a t o r s ,  l a w y e r s  a n d  t h e  l i k e .  The p a m p h l e t  c o n ­

t a i n e d  e v i d e n c e  s h e  h a d  c o l l e c t e d  o f  c a s e s  e v e n  w o r s e  

t h a n  h e r  own and  s h e  w r o t e :  " I  a b j u r e  a l l  o t h e r  w r i t i n g  

t i l l  I  s e e  t h o s e  l a w s  a l t e r e d . . . i t  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a l l  

t h e  women o f  E n g l a n d . . . M e a n w h i l e , my h u s b a n d  h a s  a  l e g a l  

l i e n  o n  t h e  c o p y r i g h t  o f  my w o r k s .  L e t  h im c l a i m  t h e  

c o p y r i g h t  o f  t h i s . " ^

I n  e a r l y  I 837  Thomas Noon T a l f o u r d ,  M.P.  f o r  R e a d i n g ,  

who h ad  a p p e a r e d  a s  j u n i o r  c o u n s e l  f o r  L o r d  M e lb o u r n e  i n  

t h e  I 836  t r i a l ,  i n t r o d u c e d  a n  I n f a n t  C u s t o d y  B i l l  i n  

P a r l i a m e n t .  The b i l l  was w i t h d r a w n  b e f o r e  i t s  s e c o n d  

r e a d i n g ,  b u t  was b r o u g h t  u p  a g a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n .  

The o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  e n c o u n ­

t e r e d  b y  a l l  f u t u r e  b i l l s  a f f e c t i n g  w o m a n ' s  p o s i t i o n .

T h e s e  m e a s u r e s  w e r e  a l l  c o n s i d e r e d  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  u n i t y  o f  

t h e  f a m i l y .  T h ey  w e re  r e s i s t e d  v i o l e n t l y  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  

t h e  p r e s s .  S i r  E r n e s t  S u g d e n ,  one  o f  t h e  b i t t e r e s t  

o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  I n f a n t  C u s t o d y  B i l l ,  c o n t e n d e d  i n  t h e  

d e b a t e s  o f  e a r l y  I 8 3 8 , t h a t  a  w om an 's  r i g h t s  m u s t  b e  

s a c r i f i c e d .  He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  c o n c e d i n g  h e r  r i g h t s  a g a i n s t  

h e r  h u s b a n d  w o u ld  mean c o n c e d i n g  h e r  r i g h t  t o  a c t  i n d e p e n d ­

e n t l y  a n d  w a rn e d  t h a t  a n y  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  w o m an 's  i n d e -
79p e n d e n t  a c t i o n  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  b r e a k - u p  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  7



81

D u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1 8 3 8 ,  w h i l e  t h e  b i l l  was b e i n g  

d e b a t e d  i n  L o r d s , t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  F o r e i g n  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v ie w  

p u b l i s h e d  a  s t r o n g  a t t a c k  o n  i t  a n d  C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n .

The a r t i c l e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  

women was n a t u r a l ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  t e a c h i n g  

an d  b a s i c  t o  E n g l i s h  t r a d i t i o n s .  The r e s u l t  o f  r e c o g n i z i n g  

t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  s e x u a l  e q u a l i t y  w o u ld  be  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  w e a k e n i n g  o f  t h e  s o c i a l
O r \

f a b r i c .  The a r t i c l e  a s s o c i a t e d  N o r t o n  w i t h  f e m i n i s m ,  

f e m i n i s m  w i t h  s o c i a l i s m ,  an d  p r o m i s e d  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i f  

t h e  I n f a n t  C u s t o d y  B i l l  p a s s e d .  I t  condem ned  t h e  w r i t i n g s  

o f  Mary  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t  a n d  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  a s  e n c o u r ­

a g i n g  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  r i d i c u l e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  f e m a l e  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e d  c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  a n g e r  

a p p a r e n t  t h r o u g h o u t ,  how i n f l a m m a b l e  t h e  w o m an 's  q u e s t i o n  

was an d  w h a t  h e a t  c o u l d  be  g e n e r a t e d  b y  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  

l e g i s l a t e  c h a n g e  i n  f e m a l e  s t a t u s .  N o r t o n  h a d  no l e g a l  

r e d r e s s  d e s p i t e  t h e  l i b e l  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e .  She  r e t a l ­

i a t e d  w i t h  a  l e t t e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  The T i m e s . S i x  m o n th s  

l a t e r  s h e  w r o t e  A P l a i n  L e t t e r  t o  t h e  L o rd  C h a n c e l l o r  on  

t h e  I n f a n t  C u s t o d y  B i l l  u n d e r  t h e  pseu d o n y m  P i e r c e  S t e v e n s o n .  

She  h a d  a  c o p y  s e n t  t o  e v e r y  member o f  P a r l i a m e n t .  A f t e r  

a  f u r t h e r  b r i e f  d e b a t e  t h e  I n f a n t  C u s t o d y  A c t  p a s s e d  i n t o  

l a w  i n  t h e  summer o f  I 8 3 9 . The a c t  was r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r  

i n  i t s  s c o p e .  I t  g a v e  p o w er  t o  t h e  C o u r t  t o  g r a n t  t o  a  

m o t h e r ,  a g a i n s t  whom a d u l t e r y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  p r o v e n ,  t h e
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c u s t o d y  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  s e v e n  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  h e r
o - i

o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  a t  s t a t e d  i n t e r v a l s .  D e s p i t e  i t s  

n a r r o w  s c o p e ,  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  

c h a n g e  woman’ s  s t a t u s .  I t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  

l e g a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  

p r o t e c t  w om en 's  r i g h t s ,  a l t h o u g h  s o c i e t a l  a t t i t u d e s  

t o w a r d  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  woman’ s p l a c e  w i t h i n  i t  r e m a i n e d  

v i r t u a l l y  u n c h a n g e d  f o r  d e c a d e s  t o  come.

D e s p i t e  t h e  h e a t  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  i t  

c a n n o t  y e t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  a  w om en 's  movement  h a d  o r g a n i z e d ,  

n o r  e v e n  t h a t  f e m i n i s t  v i e w s  h ad  c o a l e s c e d  a r o u n d  a n y  

p r o g r a m  f o r  a c t i o n .  C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n ' s  c r u s a d e  was a n  

i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  p e r s o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

Not  u n t i l  t h e  f i f t i e s  d i d  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e  i n  w om an 's  

s t a t u s  become t h e  f o c u s  o f  o r g a n i z e d  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t y .

D u r i n g  t h e  f o r t i e s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  i m p u l s e s  f o c u s e d  

a t t e n t i o n  o n  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women, among o t h e r s .  I n  1 8^2  

t h e  R e p o r t  o n  M in e s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  C o m m is s io n  o n  C h i l d r e n ' s  

Em ploym ent  was p u b l i s h e d .  I t  d e v o t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s p a c e
Op

t o  t h e  woman w o r k e r .  The t e s t i m o n y  o f  women w o r k i n g  i n  

t h e  p i t s  s i x t e e n  h o u r s  d a i l y  h o r r i f i e d  t h e  p u b l i c .  On 

J u n e  7 ,  18^2  L o r d  A s h l e y  d e l i v e r e d  a  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  

P a r l i a m e n t  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  e v i l s  s u f f e r e d  b y  women and  

c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  m i n e s .  He w r o t e  i n  h i s  d i a r y :  " F o r  two 

h o u r s  t h e  H ouse  l i s t e n e d  so  a t t e n t i v e l y  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  

h a v e  h e a r d  a  p i n  d r o p ,  b r o k e n  o n l y  b y  l o u d  a n d  r e p e a t e d  

m a rk s  o f  a p p r o b a t i o n . " ^  E m o t i o n s  w e re  s t i r r e d  an d
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R i c h a r d  C o b d en ,  w hose  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i e s  h a d  k e p t  him

h o s t i l e  t o  A s h l e y ' s  w o rk ,  now w e n t  o v e r  t o  h i s  s i d e .  A

l a w  was q u i c k l y  p a s s e d  w h i c h  rem o v ed  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  t e n

f r o m  t h e  m i n e s  a n d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  no women s h o u l d  h e r e - ’'

a f t e r  b e  e m p lo y ed  u n d e r g r o u n d .  I n  1 8 ^ 4  f a c t o r y  women

w ere  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l a w  p a s s e d  p r e s c r i b i n g  a  maximum o f

t w e l v e  h o u r s  o f  l a b o r  b e t w e e n  5 : 3 °  a . m .  a n d  8 : 3 0  p .m .  f o r

women a n d  y o u n g  p e r s o n s  a b o v e  t h i r t e e n  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e

t r a d e s .  I n  18^-7 t h e  T e n  H o u r s  B i l l  l i m i t i n g  w o r k i n g  h o u r s

f o r  women an d  c h i l d r e n  was p a s s e d .  F i n a l l y  i n  1850  a  l a w

was p a s s e d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  n o r m a l  w o r k i n g  d a y  f o r  women a n d

y o u n g  p e r s o n s .  I t  f i x e d  t h e  h o u r s  o f  p r o t e c t e d  p e r s o n s

w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  6 a . m .  an d  6 p . m . , o r  7 a . m .  and

7 p . m . ;  a l l o w i n g  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  f o r  m e a l s ,  w i t h  w ork
8^

e n d i n g  a t  2 p .m .  o n  S a t u r d a y .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  h u m a n i t a r i a n  

c a m p a i g n s  a n d  i n c l u d e d  women i n  much t h e  same way a s  

c h i l d r e n  w e re  i n c l u d e d ,  a s  e n t i t i e s  n e e d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n ,  

n o t  o u t  o f  i m p u l s e s  t o w a r d  f e m a l e  e m a n c i p a t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  

i n  many c a s e s ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  h u r t  women a s  

much a s  i t  h e l p e d  th e m .  I n  e x c l u d i n g  women f r o m  t h e  m i n e s ,  

t h e  l a w  h ad  c a u s e d  g r e a t  u n e m p lo y m e n t  and  p r o v i d e d  no 

a l t e r n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n s .  S t a r v a t i o n  condem ned  t h e s e  women 

a s  much a s  p i t  w o rk  h a d .  The p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e s  o f  

a b o m i n a b l e  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  d i d  p r o v i d e  f e m i n i s t  

w r i t e r s  w i t h  u s e f u l  d a t a ,  h o w e v e r .  I n  a  s e r i e s  o f
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a r t i c l e s  i n  18^3» The A th en ae u m  s u r v e y e d  t h e  M in e s  R e p o r t .

I n  one  o f  t h o s e  a r t i c l e s  Anna J a m e s o n  summed u p  t h e

f i n d i n g s  an d  c a l l e d  th em  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  d a n g e r o u s  n e g l e c t

o f  w o m en 's  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  a  r e v i s e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h a t  a r t i c l e

p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 ^ 6  s h e  n o t e d  t h a t  n e v e r  b e f o r e  h a d  women

b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  l a b o r e r s .  The M in e s  R e p o r t

h ad  f o r c e d  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  
83f e m a l e  w o r k e r .  J  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  w o r k i n g  c o n ­

d i t i o n s  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  d i d  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  woman i n  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e ,  

b u t  h e r  s t a t u s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  em p lo y m en t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

u n d e r w e n t  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h o s e  s t u d i e s .

The f o r t i e s  a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  

Q u e e n ' s  an d  B e d f o r d  C o l l e g e s .  I n  r e a l i t y  l i t t l e  m ore  t h a n  

s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o u n d e d  a t  t h e  

d e c a d e ' s  c l o s e  w e r e  m e a n t  t o  p r o v i d e  some o r g a n i z e d

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  g o v e r n e s s e s ,  whose  i n a d e q u a t e
86t r a i n i n g  was a  m a t t e r  o f  some c o n c e r n .  The a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  was c h a n g i n g .  As e a r l y  a s  1 8 ^

The A th en ae u m  o b s e r v e d  t h e  s h i f t  i n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  I t  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  member o f  P a r l i a m e n t  h a d  s p o k e n  i n  

L i v e r p o o l  i n  f a v o r  o f  r e f o r m i n g  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  h ad  

r e c e i v e d  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e . ^  T h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  f o r t i e s  i m p ro v e d  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  was a d v a n c e d  a s  a n  

e n h a n c e r  o f  w o m an 's  t r u e  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  b u t  t h o s e  a b i l i t i e s  

w e re  s t i l l  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  m a le
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a b i l i t i e s  an d  w e re  t o  be  e x e r c i s e d  w i t h i n  a  s t r i c t l y  

c i r c u m s c r i b e d  f e m a l e  s p h e re , ,

I n  1851 two s i s t e r s ,  M a r i a  G r e y  a n d  E m i l y  S h i r r e f f ,  

l a t e r  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  f o r  

g i r l s ,  w r o t e  T h o u g h t s  on  S e l f  C u l t u r e ,  A d d r e s s e d  t o  Women, 

o u t l i n i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  T hey  a d v o c a t e d  i m p ro v e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l ­

i t i e s  f o r  women, d e p l o r e d  t h e  l a c k  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  c o l l e g e s  

and  l e c t u r e s ,  and  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  o n l y  a  s o u n d  an d  l i b e r a l  

e d u c a t i o n  w o u ld  p r e p a r e  women f o r  m a r r i e d  o r  s i n g l e  l i f e .  

T h e y  w e re  q u i c k  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  w o u ld  n o t  

a l t e r  w o m an 's  n a t u r a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  man,  o n l y  

e n h a n c e  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p :

When a  woman w i t h  g e n t l e  b u t  d i g n i f i e d  a c q u i e s c e n c e  
i n  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  h e r  l o t ,  y e t  e v i n c e s  
b y  t h e  t o n e  o f  h e r  c h a r a c t e r  an d  p u r s u i t s ,  t h a t  s h e  
b e a r s  i n  m ind  t h o s e  h i g h e r  g r o u n d s  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  i t  
i s  t h e n ,  t h a t  s h e  i s  t r u l y  t h e  h e l p m a t e  o f  h im  whom 
s h e  o b e y s  w i t h o u t  l o s i n g  h e r  s e l f - r e s p e c t . 8 8

T hey  d e f e n d e d  f e m a l e  l e a r n i n g ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  

w o u ld  b e n e f i t ,  n o t  s u f f e r  f r o m  i t  a n d  q u o t e d  S y d n e y  

S m i t h ' s  1810 " E s s a y  o n  F e m a le  E d u c a t i o n , "  t o  r i d i c u l e  t h e  

f e a r  o f  o p p o n e n t s :  "What c a n  be  more a b s u r d ,  t h a n  t o  

s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  c a r e  and  p e r p e t u a l  s o l i c i t u d e  a  m o t h e r  

f e e l s  f o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n  d e p e n d s  on  h e r  i g n o r a n c e  o f  G re e k  

an d  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a n d  t h a t  s h e  w o u ld  d e s e r t  a n  i n f a n t  f o r  a  

q u a d r a t i c  e q u a t i o n . I n  h e r  own w ork  o f  1 858 ,  I n t e l l e c t ­

u a l  E d u c a t i o n  an d  I t s  I n f l u e n c e  on  t h e  C h a r a c t e r  a n d
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H a p p i n e s s  o f  Women, S h i r r e f f  made p l a i n  h e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  

f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n ,  h u t  f o r c e f u l l y  e x p r e s s e d  d i s m a y  w i t h  

t h o s e  who dem anded  e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s .  She  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  f e m a l e  e q u a l i t y  a b s u r d  an d  

d e p l o r e d  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i e s  a d v o c a t i n g  w o m en 's  

s u f f r a g e  a n d  f u l l  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  The r i v a l r y  o f

men and  women was u n n a t u r a l  a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e
90s e x e s  w o u ld  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r .

M a r i a  G re y  a n d  E m i l y  S h i r r e f f  r e p r e s e n t  one  o f  two

d i s t i n c t  l i n e s  o f  e f f o r t  o n  w o m en 's  b e h a l f  t h a t  f o r m e d

c o m p l e m e n t a r y ,  i f  s o m e t i m e s  a n t a g o n i s t i c ,  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e

w om en 's  movement  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f i f t y  y e a r s .  One l i n e ,

a c a d e m ic  a n d  c u l t u r a l ,  g i v i n g  p e r s i s t e n t  p r o o f  o f  w om en 's

w o r t h  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  c l a i m e d  e d u c a t i o n ,

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  w o r k ,  an d  a m e n i t i e s  f o r  s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t  an d

s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n .  The o t h e r ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  p o i n t i n g  t o w a r d

a  m ore  b a s i c  c h a n g e  o f  a t t i t u d e ,  dem anded  a l l  t h a t  t h e

f i r s t  g r o u p  c l a i m e d ,  an d  m o r e - - t h e  f i n a l  e q u a l i t y  o f  woman

and  man i n  t h e  home an d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  "The E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t

o f  Women," p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v ie w  i n  J u l y  1851
91e m b o d ie d  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  g r o u p .  P u b l i s h e d  

w i t h o u t  a t t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  w h i c h  J . S .  M i l l  l a t e r  

c r e d i t e d  t o  H a r r i e t  T a y l o r ,  dem anded  c o m p l e t e  e q u a l i t y  o f  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  women. C a u s i n g  l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  i t s  

p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  becam e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  The 

S u b . j e c t i o n  o f  Women, M i l l ' s  c l a s s i c  f e m i n i s t  work



p u b l i s h e d  i n  I 8 6 9 . B a r b a r a  L e i g h  S m i t h  s u p p o r t e d  

t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  "The E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  

Women." She  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  g r o u p  o f  r e f o r m e r s  

an d  w o rk e d  f o r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a l l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a f f e c t i n g  

women. H e r  f o r m a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 5  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  

f e m i n i s t  c o m m i t t e e  b e g a n  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  w om en 's  movement 

o f  t h e  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .  E c o n o m ic ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  

p o l i t i c a l  an d  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  h a d  c o m b in e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  

f e m a l e  p r o t e s t s ,  s o  t h a t  b y  m i d - c e n t u r y  t h e  w om en 's  

q u e s t i o n  was a  m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n .
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CHAPTER III

FIRST ATTEMPTS: AN EDUCATIONAL EXPERIMENT AND 

THE MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY CAMPAIGN

B a r b a r a  L e i g h  S m i t h  was a n  u n u s u a l  l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  

m a r r i e d  w o m e n ' s  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n .  S i n g l e ,  w e a l t h y ,  and  

i n d e p e n d e n t ,  s h e  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  none  o f  t h e  m i s f o r t u n e s  

s h e  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t .  A s t r o n g  U n i t a r i a n  f a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n  

o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  i n  d e f e n c e  o f  r a d i c a l  c a u s e s  m i n g l e d  

w i t h  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n d e p e n d e n t  t o  t h e  b r i n k  o f  e c c e n ­

t r i c i t y ,  p r o d u c i n g  a n  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  f e m i n i s t  o r g a n i z e r .

S he  was c a r e l e s s  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a n  

e m b a r r a s s m e n t  t o  h e r  more  r e s p e c t a b l e  a l l i e s ,  b u t  a b o v e  

a l l  s h e  was u n q u e n c h a b l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  g e n e r o u s  w i t h  

money,  a  c a t a l y s t  a c t i v a t i n g  f e m i n i s t  c a m p a i g n s  on  

many f r o n t s .  She  f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  p r e c e p t  

t h a t  one  m u s t  s t r i v e  t o  c r e a t e  a  more  p e r f e c t  w o r l d  an d  

saw h e r  w e a l t h  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  s o c i e t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  

a c k n o w l e d g i n g  h e r  m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  b o t h  

t i m e  an d  money t o  r e f o r m  e n d e a v o r s .  S h e  s t a t e d  h e r  c o n ­

v i c t i o n  p l a i n l y  i n  Women an d  W o r k , w r i t t e n  i n  1 8 5 7 :  "Money 

i s  a  pow er  w h i c h  we h a v e  n o t  t h e  r i g h t  l i g h t l y  t o  r e j e c t .  

I t  i s  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w h ic h  we m u s t  a c c e p t . . . G o d  s e n t  a l l

95
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human b e i n g s  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  f o r w a r d i n g ,  

t o  t h e  u t m o s t  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r ,  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .

Not  o n l y  d i d  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h  p r o v i d e  a  g e n e r o u s

i n d e p e n d e n t  in co m e  f o r  h i s  e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r  i n  1 8 ^ 8 ,  he

a l s o  a l l o w e d  h e r  g r e a t  l a t i t u d e ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s

h i t h e r t o  u n h e a r d  o f  f o r  f e m a l e s .  I n  1 8 5 0 ,  B a r b a r a  S m i t h

an d  h e r  f r i e n d ,  B e s s i e  R a y n e r  P a r k e s  t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h

B e l g i u m ,  Germ any,  A u s t r i a  a n d  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  e a c h  s e r v i n g

a s  c h a p e r o n e  f o r  t h e  o t h e r .  The i d e a  t h a t  two y o u n g

women, one  t w e n t y - t h r e e ,  t h e  o t h e r  t w e n t y - o n e ,  m i g h t

t r a v e l  a l o n e  t h r o u g h  E u r o p e  w i t h  no m a l e  p r o t e c t i o n  was

a s  y e t  u n a c c e p t a b l e .  S m i t h  c a u s e d  a n  u p r o a r  i n  t h e  s t o l i d

German h a m l e t s  b y  w e a r i n g  b l u e - t i n t e d  s p e c t a c l e s .  I n

f u r t h e r  d e f i a n c e  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  t h e  two y o u n g  women

a b a n d o n e d  c o r s e t s ,  a d o p t i n g  l o o s e - f i t t i n g  c o m f o r t a b l e
2c l o t h i n g  f o r  t h e i r  s k e t c h i n g  t o u r s .  They  b o t h  condem ned  

t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  t i g h t - l a c i n g  an d  t h e  f e t i s h  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n  

i n c h  w a i s t .  I n d e e d ,  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h i s  t o u r ,  S m i t h  h a d  o n c e  

d r a w n  a  d i a g r a m  o f  t h e  V enus  de M i l o ' s  b u s t  m e a s u r e m e n t s ,  

c o m p a r i n g  th em  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  p i g e o n - c h e s t e d  V i c t o r i a n  

women, who h a d ,  s h e  f e l t ,  s a c r i f i c e d  b o t h  h e a l t h  an d  

n a t u r a l  g r a c e  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  u n n a t u r a l  i d e a l .

The two f r i e n d s  w e re  a c u t e l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

f e r m e n t  a r o u n d  th e m  i n  Germany a n d  A u s t r i a .  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  

was d i s t u r b e d  b y  t h e  s i g n s  o f  d e s p o t i s m  s h e  o b s e r v e d  i n  

A u s t r i a .  She  w r o t e  h e r  a u n t  J u l i a  t h a t  s h e  h a d  n o t
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p r e v i o u s l y  r e a l i z e d  how i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l  f r e e d o m  w e r e :  " I  d i d  n o t  t h i n k ,  when I  was s o  g l a d  

t o  go i n t o  A u s t r i a ,  how t h e  s i g h t  o f  p e o p l e  r u l e d  b y  t h e  

sw ord  i n  p l a c e  o f  l a w ,  w o u ld  s t i r  u p  my h e a r t ,  a n d  make 

me f e e l  a s  m i s e r a b l e  a s  t h o s e  who l i v e  u n d e r  i t . " -

The t r i p  was t h u s  a  p o l i t i c a l  a w a k e n i n g  f o r  t h e  

two y o u n g  women a s  w e l l  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  th e m  t o  

l i v e ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  o n  t h e i r  own. L i f e l o n g  f r i e n d s ,  

B a r b a r a  S m i t h  and  B e s s i e  P a r k e s  s h a r e d  s i m i l a r  f a m i l y  

b a c k g r o u n d s .  P a r k e s  becam e a n  i m p o r t a n t  member o f  t h e  

Langham P l a c e  c i r c l e  o f  f e m i n i s t s  w h i c h  S m i t h  l e d  i n  t h e  

l a t e  f i f t i e s .  The P a r k e s  f a m i l y  w e re  a l s o  U n i t a r i a n s ,  

u p h o l d i n g  a  l o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c s .  J o s e p h  

P r i e s t l e y ,  P a p k e s '  g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r ,  a  U n i t a r i a n  p r e a c h e r  

and  s c i e n t i s t ,  was a n  a r d e n t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  

R e v o l u t i o n .  H i s  home h a d  b e e n  b u r n t  b y  r i o t i n g  mobs 

i n  B i rm in g h a m  on  t h e  n i g h t  o f  J u l y  1 ^ ,  1 7 9 1 - ^  H e r  f a t h e r ,  

J o s e p h  P a r k e s ,  was one  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  B i rm in g h a m  R a d i c a l s ,  

a  man who p r o u d l y  c l a i m e d  i n  1832 t h a t  B e n th a m ,  G r o t e ,  an d  

Jam es  M i l l  w e re  t h e  s o u r c e  " o f  a l l  t h e  p ow er  a n d  m o r a l  

c o u r a g e  I  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . " - ^  

He was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a n t i - C o r n  Law c a m p a i g n  a n d  s o  d e v o t e d  

t o  p o l i t i c s  t h a t  R i c h a r d  C o b d en  c h i d e d  h im  i n  1 8 ^ 6  f o r  

" g o i n g  t o  b ed  a t  two  o ' c l o c k  w i t h  c o l d  f e e t ,  a l l  y o u r  

b l o o d  h a v i n g  f l o w e d  t o  t h a t  c e n t r e  o f  W h i g g e r y ,  y o u r  

1 h e a r t ! 1
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B e s s i e  P a r k e s  o n c e  t o l d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  t h a t  h e r  f i r s t

memory o f  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  was t h a t  o f  s e e i n g  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h

k n e e l i n g  down t o  t i e  h i s  y o u n g  d a u g h t e r ' s  s h o e - s t r i n g ,  a n

a c t  s o  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f o r  a n  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  f a t h e r  t h a t
n

s h e  r e m e m b e re d  t h e  s i g h t  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h e r  l i f e .  The 

g i r l s  m e t  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a s  c h i l d r e n ,  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  

f o r t i e s ,  when t h e  P a r k e s  f a m i l y ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  s e a  a i r  w o u ld  

b e n e f i t  t h e i r  c o n s u m p t i v e  s o n  P r i e s t l e y ,  t o o k  a  h o u s e  a t  

H a s t i n g s  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e  S m i t h s .  I t  was h e r e  t h a t  t h e  

two y o u n g  women d e v e l o p e d  t h e  t i e s  b a s e d  o n  common s o c i a l  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  l i n k e d  th e m  t h r o u g h  l i f e .

Y e a r s  l a t e r  P a r k e s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e i r  e a r l y  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  t h e  

e x c i t e m e n t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  She  r e m e m b e re d  t h e  y e a r s  

b e t w e e n  1 8^6  a n d  1851  a s  a  t i m e  o f  p r o m i s e  f o l l o w i n g  on  

t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  a n t i - C o r n  Law e f f o r t .  P e a c e  a n d  e c o n o m ic  

p l e n t y  c o u p l e d  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n  an d  s p r e a d i n g  

e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b r i g h t e n e d  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t  

o v e rw h e lm e d  P a r k e s  an d  S m i t h  a s  t h e y  s t o o d  i n  t h e  n a v e  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  C r y s t a l  P a l a c e  o n  o p e n i n g  d a y ,  May 1 ,  1 8 5 1 ,
O

w a i t i n g  f o r  V i c t o r i a  an d  A l b e r t ' s  p r o c e s s i o n .

I n  1 8 5 0 ,  when t h e y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  E u r o p e ,  t h e  two 

f r i e n d s  m e t  D r .  E l i z a b e t h  B l a c k w e l l ,  t h e  o n l y  woman i n  

t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  w o r l d  t o  h a v e  q u a l i f i e d  a s  a  d o c t o r .  

B o r n  i n  E n g l a n d ,  B l a c k w e l l  had  b e e n  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  s t u d i e d  m e d i c i n e  i n  G e n ev a ,  New Y ork  a n d  a t  t h e  

M a t e r  n i t  e*" i n  P a r i s ,  a n d  h a d  come i n  I 850  t o  s t u d y  w i t h
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Sir James Paget at. St. Bartholomew's Hospital in London.
She was treated courteously at the hospital, but had no 
social connections until Parkes and Smith took her in 
hand. She lived in spartan lodgings, disliked the English 
climate, and missed Parisian friends and the joys of 
study under the trees in the Luxembourg Gardens. Parkes 
and Smith introduced her to a lively London circle and she 
remembered their first visit vividly. They sympathized 
with her medical efforts, filled her rooms with paintings 
and flowers and took her into their family circles. They 
introduced her to Lady Noel Byron and Russell Gurney,
Anna Jameson and Michael Faraday. They shared ideas and 
made enthusiastic plans for increasing employment

galternatives to provide "practical work" for women. This 
was the beginning of Blackwell's lifelong association with 
the Smith family. It was Benjamin Smith who sent her 
money to start a hospital in America and during the 
sixties and seventies she visited Barbara Bodichon for 
months at a time at Blandford Square in London.

The "practical work" which Barbara Smith chose first 
to attempt was starting a school. This was not an uncommon 
venture for wealthy young women of the period. Ordinarily 
it involved buying uniforms in one's favorite colors 
for a number of ragged children, giving each of them a 
bible, and teaching the girls to sew and the boys a trade. 
Sunday and elementary schools of the first half of the nine­
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t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t r i e d  t o  p r o v i d e  r u d i m e n t a r y  k n o w le d g e  t o  a  

l a r g e  number  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  p r i m e  c o n c e r n  b e i n g  r e d u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  p e r  c a p i t a  e x p e n d i t u r e  p e r  p u p i l .  Andrew B e l l  an d  

J .  L a n c a s t e r ,  e a r l y  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a d v o c a t e d  

t h e  m o n i t o r  s y s t e m ,  a l l o w i n g  one t e a c h e r  a s s i s t e d  b y  

m o n i t o r s  t o  c o n t r o l  hu g e  c l a s s e s  o f  b e t w e e n  two an d  t h r e e  

h u n d r e d .  The c u r r i c u l u m  o f  p u b l i c  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  

an d  o f  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  was e x t r e m e l y  r e s t r i c t e d .  A t  t h e  

C e n s u s  o f  1 8 51 ,  w h i l e  a l l  d a y  s c h o o l s  t a u g h t  r e a d i n g ,  o n l y  

50% o f  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  t a u g h t  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  o n l y  k8fo o f  

p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  t a u g h t  a r i t h m e t i c .  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  f o r  

e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  g e n e r a l l y  made i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  

b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h i s  c h a r i t y  c o u l d  e x p e c t  no more t h a n  

t h e  m o s t  b a s i c  s c h o o l i n g ,  s i n c e  t h e  a im  was t o  r e a c h  a  

m u l t i t u d e ,  n o t  t o  g i v e  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  a  few."'-0

B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  was n o t  a n  o r d i n a r y  p r i v a t e  e l e ­

m e n t a r y  s c h o o l .  A lo n g  w i t h  ^ 3 ° °  a  y e a r ,  h e r  f a t h e r  h a d  

g i v e n  h e r  i n  1 8 ^ 8  t i t l e  t o  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  I n f a n t  S c h o o l  

i n  V i n c e n t  S q u a r e .  The o l d  p r o g r e s s i v e  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  he  

a n d  Jam e s  B u c h a n a n  h ad  b u i l t  c o u l d  n o t  be  r e v i v e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  

a n d  S m i t h  b e g a n  a  new v e n t u r e .  She  was i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  

B i r k b e c k  S c h o o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  W i l l i a m  E l l i s ,  a n  a d v a n c e d  

e d u c a t i o n i s t .  She  b e g a n  b y  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  y o u n g  woman t o  

s e r v e  a s  t e a c h e r  i n  h e r  new e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  s h e  

c o n c e i v e d  o f  a s  a  " p e o p l e ' s "  s c h o o l ,  a  t e a c h e r  s h e  p l a n n e d  

t o  s e n d  t o  a  B i r k b e c k  s c h o o l  f o r  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g .  I n
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1853 Elizabeth Whitehead, a young Unitarian woman, then
giving private lessons, heard of Smith's project from
William Johnson Fox. His description of the possibilities
of the scheme interested her deeply. Whitehead wrote
offering her services to S m i t h . B e n j a m i n  Smith was
shown the letter and told his daughter that Whitehead was,
in his opinion, the teacher who could make her experiment
a success. Barbara Smith arranged for Whitehead to further
qualify herself with a six month course of study, including
attendance at the Birkbeck School in Peckham, under the
direction of William Shields. Whitehead described the
school at Peckham years later in an attempt to convey the
special quality of the educational experiment which she
and Smith tried to duplicate. Shield's taught by a
combination of questions and answers, reinforcing
knowledge with practical experiments and illustrations.
Mental training rather than rote learning was his goal and
he encouraged students to assume that there was always
something to be investigated, that neither he nor they

12had reached the limits of knowledge. Shields praised 
Whitehead's talents, telling Smith that she had grown

13from a teacher into an "educationist." ^
While Elizabeth Whitehead trained, Barbara Smith 

chose a location for the school. Quarters were rented at 
the Portman Hall, Carlisle St. and Church St., in a poor 
neighborhood off the Edgeward Road, near Smith's London



1 0 2

home in Blandford Square. The hall had been used for 
temperance meetings and remained available for gatherings 
of this and other societies in the evenings. The room was 
carefully equipped for the educational experiment. A 
raised platform was built at one end of the room and 
fitted with a swing-slate (blackboard) and music board 
to improve the quality of collective lessons. The sides 
of the hall were decorated with maps, pictures, and framed 
slates. A gallery at one end of the room and a small side 
room served for individual class teaching. The physical 
surroundings never quite overcame the sober atmosphere 
created by the temperance meetings held there each evening. 
All evidence of the children had to be put away when these 
events occurred and the walls rehung with temperance 
tracts. Smith insisted, however, that the value of the 
school depended on the vitality of the work done in it 
and minimized the inconvenience of its shared quarters.^ 

Spiritually the school descended from the ideas of 
James Buchanan, Barbara Smith's childhood tutor. It had 
no uniform, no punishments, no creed. The Portman Hall 
School opened on November 6, 185^ and Immediately adopted 
a coeducational setting. Boys and girls learned side by 
side, although it was noted at the time that none of the 
boys were older than eleven and therefore represented no 
real distraction, nor suffered by learning the same lessons 
as the girls. Had they been older the co-educational
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question would have raised more serious objections.
Elizabeth Whithead contended that the balancing of the
sexes in the school was a positive good, boys and girls

13accepting the situation with equanimity. J Not only 
were the sexes mixed, the different social classes were 
represented as well. Whitehead's sisters and Smith's 
nieces attended the school, as did the children of Smith 
family friends, including Ricciotti Garibaldi, son of the 
Italian democratic leader. The sons and daughters of 
neighborhood tradesmen and workers made up a majority 
of the eighty students. The weekly fee was kept at 6d, 
while the actual upkeep of the school was provided by 
Smith. It amounted to a considerable expenditure over 
the years.

Not only were boys and girls of all classes 
educated together, but the school was secular and non- 
denominational. Its pupils included Catholics, Jews, 
Free-thinkers and Unitarians, Barbara Smith asserting 
that "it demonstrated the much disputed fact that the 
absence of theological or Biblical instruction need not 
involve the religious tone of a school." Each morning 
began with an inspirational reading, Christian parables 
interspersed with secular poems or stories intended to 
teach moral, not sectarian lessons. The mixed community 
of children which Smith created at the Portman Hall School 
eliminated accepted social and religious boundaries,



10^

causing dismay, even among reforming friends. Octavia
and Miranda Hill were asked to join Smith and her sisters
Isabella and Nanny and William Johnson Fox's daughter in
teaching at the school. Octavia Hill joined the project
with no hesitation, but Miranda Hill had grave doubts about
the school's lack of religious association. Octavia
tried to persuade her sister that joining the project
would not compromise her beliefs. She did not feel that
the exclusion of religious teaching was a strong enough
reason to ignore the excellent’ secular work going on at
the institution. She herself taught a drawing class.
She felt the moral tone of the school taught as much
indirectly as actual religious lessons did at church

17affiliated schools. ' Unconvinced, Miranda consulted 
the Rev. Frederick Denison Maurice, the Christian 
Socialist leader, about her conscience. He warned her 
not to have anything to do with the project and she did 
not join her sister in teaching there.

Lessons at the Portman Hall School were given in 
English, French, drawing and music. Physiology and 
hygiene were also taught, particular emphasis being 
placed on health habits. Elementary physical science was 
taught with illustrations, "object lessons" being deemed 
of primary educational importance. Barbara Smith 
reluctantly used the monitor system in subjects which 
demanded a great deal of individual attention, such as
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reading and arithmetic, but was aware of the drawbacks of 
this method and attempted to compensate for it. Elizabeth 
Whitehead wrote of how laboriously the monitors were 
instructed in their duties, drilled constantly in details 
such as the .correct pronunciation of words in order to 
achieve a high standard of expressive reading. An effort 
was made to give meaning to the most routine exercises, so 
that the practice of penmanship was carefully combined with 
the copying of extracts of poetry and prose chosen for

-1 Otheir literary and moral value. Lessons were tailored 
for half and three quarter hour sessions, efforts 
directed at maintaining high levels of attention. 
Punctuality and consistent attendance were encouraged by 
the promise of Saturday visits to museums and picture 
galleries.

The school operated for some ten years with a 
variety of teachers and volunteers. After one year of 
teaching Elizabeth Whitehead's health broke down and 
Julia Smith took her for a rest cure to Konigstein,
Germany. She returned to Portman Hall, but ill health 
forced her to give up teaching within a year, although 
she retained an inspectorship of the school throughout 
its existence. Barbara Smith became increasingly 
involved in feminist issues shortly after she opened 
Portman Hall and while she continued to support it 
financially, she became less directly involved in day-to-



1 0 6

day activities. In 186^ she decided to close the school 
in order to concentrate her finances and time on her 
feminist responsibilities. She donated the school's 
equipment to Elizabeth Whitehead, now Malleson, to be 
used at the Working Women's College. The Mallesons had 
founded that school in 186^ as a complement to the Working 
Men's College they had earlier established in Great 
Ormond Street, London.

The Portman Hall School was remembered by one of
its pupils as a distinctive experiment, an ideal mixed
school, characterized by a lack of corporal punishment
and a concentration on the development of student logic,

19rather than on teaching by rote. 7 Barbara Smith's 
educational and social principles, mixing social classes, 
treating the sexes equally, and repudiating religious 
affiliation, were given their first concrete existence 
in this elementary school setting. Her interest in 
education was not confined to young children, however, 
nor did her closing of Portman Hall end her contribution 
to educational theory and experiment. She visited 
educational institutions of all types in Europe and 
America and wrote on elementary and secondary education 
in the years between 185^ and the founding of Girton 
College. She continued to evolve her theories regarding 
the importance of a non-denominational educational 
setting aimed at producing a totally developed individual,
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p h y s i c a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  c u l t i v a t e d .

I n  1 8 5 8 ,  d u r i n g  h e r  honeymoon y e a r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  v i s i t e d  t h e  E n g lew o o d  S c h o o l

a t  P e r t h  Amboy, New J e r s e y .  The s c h o o l  was t h e  c e n t e r  o f

t h e  R a r i t a n  Bay U n i o n ,  a  s e m i-c o m m u n a l  c o m m u n i ty ,  f o u n d e d

b y  M arcu s  S p r i n g  i n  1853* The s c h o o l  p i o n e e r e d  i n

c o - e d u c a t i o n  an d  was  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  w h e re  y o u n g  women t o o k  g y m n a s t i c s .  B o d i c h o n  w r o t e

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  t o  h e r  f a t h e r  a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  a b o u t

T h e o d o r e  D. W eld ,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  who w i t h  h i s  w i f e

A n g e l i n a  Gr imke Weld  r a n  t h e  s c h o o l .  She  was s t r u c k  b y

t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  m i x i n g  o f  r a c e s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  She

was i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r

women a n d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  t r a i n i n g  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m .  She

was d e l i g h t e d  b y  t h e  t a l e n t  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  t h e  y o u n g

women s h e  m e t  t h e r e :  "Some o f  t h e s e  g i r l s  w i l l  be  h e a r d
20o f  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  I  am c o n v i n c e d . "  The E n g le w o o d  S c h o o l  

em b o d ied  B o d i c h o n ' s  i d e a l s  i n  a  u n i q u e  s e t t i n g .  P a r t  o f  

a  r a d i c a l  e x p e r i m e n t ,  i t  h a d  l i t t l e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

r o u t i n e s  o f  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e .  H ow ever ,  h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  

t h e o r i e s  w e re  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  more  com m onplace  A m e r i c a n  

s e t t i n g s .  I n  D ecem ber  1857  s h e  w r o t e  f r o m  C i n c i n n a t i ,  

e x p r e s s i n g  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  i t s  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  The s c h o o l  

b u i l d i n g s  w e re  l a r g e  an d  w e l l - e q u i p p e d ,  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  o f  

h i g h  q u a l i t y  a n d  t h e  t e a c h e r s  w e l l - t r a i n e d . The s t u d e n t s  

sp o k e  i n  b e t t e r  E n g l i s h  t h a n  B o d i c h o n  h a d  e v e r  h e a r d  i n
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o r d i n a r y  B r i t i s h  c l a s s r o o m s .  C o - e d u c a t i o n  a p p e a r e d

s u c c e s s f u l  an d  t h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  m ix e d  w i t h  no a p p a r e n t

i l l - e f f e c t s .  She  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  w e re  a n

i m p o r t a n t  " d e m o c r a t i c  e l e m e n t "  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y ,

p r o v i d i n g  t h e  b e s t  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  im p ro v e m e n t  o f  a n
21u pw ard  m o b i l e  p o p u l a t i o n .

H e r  c o n c e r n  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  i n  E n g l a n d  

f o c u s e d ,  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  o n  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  

a s  e a r l y  a s  1859  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  e x p r e s s e d  h e r s e l f  

p u b l i c l y  o n  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  f e m a l e  

e d u c a t i o n .  I n  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  s e n t  t o  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  

C o m m is s io n  i n  A u g u s t  1859  s h e  d e p l o r e d  t h e  l a c k  o f  

c o m p e t e n t  f e m a l e  t e a c h e r s  f o r  g i r l s '  s c h o o l s ,  a s s e r t i n g  

t h a t  f a t h e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  e d u c a t e  g i r l s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  o r  

a n y  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  m i g h t  b e  

w a s t e d  b y  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e .  She  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  l a w s  

a f f e c t i n g  m a r r i e d  women i n  E n g l a n d  w e re  o f  b a s i c  

i m p o r t a n c e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  

f e m a l e s  a n d  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  no e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  w o u ld  

o c c u r  u n t i l  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  m a r r i e d  women was 

a l t e r e d . ^

A t  t h e  f o u r t h  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  P r o m o t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  h e l d  

i n  G la sg o w  i n  S e p t e m b e r  I 8 6 0 ,  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  

a  p a p e r ,  r e a d  i n  h e r  a b s e n c e  b y  B e s s i e  P a r k e s .  E n t i t l e d  

" M id d le  C l a s s  S c h o o l s  f o r  G i r l s , "  i t  was r e p r i n t e d  i n



t h e  November  i 8 6 0  i s s u e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l . 

O b s e r v i n g  t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  a g r e e d  on  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t e d  N a t i o n a l  s c h o o l s  w h i c h  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

p r o v i d e  a  p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  c h i l d r e n ,  

B o d i c h o n  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l s  f o r  g i r l s  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  

c l a s s  w e re  g e n e r a l l y  g r e a t l y  i n f e r i o r  t o  e v e n  t h o s e  

N a t i o n a l  s c h o o l s .  D e f i n i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  a s  t h a t  w h ic h  

c o u l d  a f f o r t  t o  p a y  m ore  t h a n  t h e  2d a  week r e q u i r e d  by  

N a t i o n a l  s c h o o l s  a n d  w h i c h  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

i t s e l f  f r o m  t h o s e  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e l o w  on t h e  s o c i a l  s c a l e  

b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  i t s  own e d u c a t i o n ,  s h e  s u r v e y e d  s c h o o l s  

c h a r g i n g  f r o m  6d a  week t o  1 5 s  a  q u a r t e r ,  c a t e r i n g  t o  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  s m a l l  s h o p k e e p e r s  an d  m e c h a n i c s ,  t o o  

r i c h  o r  t o o  g e n t e e l  t o  a t t e n d  N a t i o n a l  s c h o o l s .  She  b e g a n  

b y  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  s c h o o l s  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  

t e a c h  c h i l d r e n  t o  h e l p  t h e m s e l v e s , t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  

u n t h i n k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n c a p a b l e  o f  r a t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n t  

j u d g m e n t s :  " I  s t o p p e d  a  c h i l d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  c h a p t e r  

i n  t h e  B i b l e  a s  s h e  g a b b l e d  ' a n d  H i s  c o m in g  was f o r e t o l d  

b y  t h e  p r o p h e t s . '  'Who w e re  t h e  p r o p h e t s ? '  I  a s k e d .  The 

g i r l  s t a r e d  me i n  t h e  f a c e  a n d  s a i d ,  'W hat  f a t h e r  m akes  

i n  h i s  s h o p . '

I f  v i s i t s  t o  N a t i o n a l  s c h o o l s  p r o d u c e d  i n t e r v i e w s  o f  

t h i s  d i s c o u r a g i n g  i f  co m ic  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  c h e a p  p r i v a t e  

d a y  s c h o o l s ,  a c a d e m i e s ,  i n s t i t u t e s  an d  c o l l e g i a t e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  f o r  y o u n g  l a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l e m e n  w ere
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i n f i n i t e l y  w o r s e .  C o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  was common,

q u a r t e r s  w e r e  u n s a n i t a r y  an d  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y

u n t r a i n e d .  " M i s t r e s s e s  o f  s u c h  s c h o o l s  h a v e  o f t e n  t o l d  me

t h e y  w e re  n o t  u s e d  t o  w o r k , - - w e r e  l a d i e s ,  a n d  q u i t e  u n f i t
2L

f o r  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g !"  The p o o r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  e d u ­

c a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  o v e r ­

e m p h a s i z e d .  B o d i c h o n  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  t r a d e s p e o p l e  w o u ld  

d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e i r  g a r d e n e r s '  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e d  a  b e t t e r

e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  t h e y  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r  own c h i l d r e n
2  *5a t  t w i c e  t h e  c o s t .  J  She  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

t h i s  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  a s  a  c i v i l i z i n g  a g e n t  f o r  

t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s ,  n o t i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  u p w a rd  

m o b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  r a n k s .  J u s t  a b o v e  t h e  w o r k i n g  

c l a s s ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  c o u l d  i n f l u e n c e  l a b o r e r s  m ore  t h a n  

t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n s t a n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e m .

I f  t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  m i d d l e  c l a s s  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  m ore  t h a n  

a r t i f i c i a l  f a s h i o n a b l e  v a l u e s  t o  i m i t a t e  b y  t h e  u p p e r

c l a s s e s  t h e y  w o u ld  t h e m s e l v e s  i m p ro v e  a n d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s
2 6t h a t  im p ro v e m e n t  w o u ld  f i l t e r  down t h e  s o c i a l  s c a l e .

B o d i c h o n  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  g i r l s '  p r i v a t e  

s c h o o l s  m u s t  b e  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  s e l f - s u p p o r t  was a d m i r a b l e ,  t h e r e  was no 

r e a s o n  why i t  s h o u l d  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  g i r l s  m ore  t h a n  b o y s .  

The endow m ents  t h a t  h a d  made m a g n i f i c e n t  s c h o o l s  a n d  

c o l l e g e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  b o y s  h a d  n o t  made 

men l e s s  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  " n o t  a  w h i t  p a u p e r i s e d . "  She  h o p e d
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t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  w o u ld  b r i n g  endow m en ts  f o r  women o n  t h e

s c a l e  o f  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  o r  E t o n :  " G i v i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e

v e r y  means  o f  s e l f - h e l p ,  i s  t h e  s a f e s t  way o f  b e i n g  
27c h a r i t a b l e . "  I t  w o u ld  b e  w i s e r  f o r  c h a r i t y  t o  f l o w  f ro m

t h e  r i c h  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  p o o r e s t

c l a s s . A id  t o  t h e  p o o r e s t  w o u ld  b e  w a s t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e

r i c h  f a i l e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t r u e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p o o r .  The

p o o r  m i g h t  be  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  c l a s s  o f  b e g g a r s , b u t  t h e

m i d d l e  c l a s s  w o u ld  a c c e p t  h e l p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  i t s  i n d e p e n d e n t  
28s p i r i t .  She  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  w e a l t h y  e d u c a t e d  women

d e v o t e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  p r o v i d i n g  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  g i r l s  o f  t h e

m i d d l e  c l a s s .  The many r i c h  y o u n g  E n g l i s h  women who w e re

b o r e d ,  h a v i n g  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a n d  no o u t l e t s  f o r  t h e m ,

m i g h t  o r g a n i z e  an d  em p lo y  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  i n  a  v o l u n t e e r  
29e f f o r t .  7 The p r i n c i p l e s  e a r l i e r  a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  s t a f f i n g  

an d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  P o r t m a n  H a l l  S c h o o l  a r e  c l e a r l y  

v i s i b l e  i n  t h i s  p l a n .

B o d i c h o n  a d v o c a t e d  r a i s i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  

m i s t r e s s e s  o f  g i r l s '  s c h o o l s  b y  a l l o w i n g  th e m  t o  t a k e  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  s t u d e n t s  who w e re  n o t  

u n i v e r s i t y  m e m b e rs .  The s y s t e m  f o l l o w e d  a t  C a m b r id g e  

f o r  n o n - u n i v e r s i t y  members  i n c l u d e d  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  e a c h  

y e a r  f o r  s t u d e n t s  n o t  m ore  t h a n  s i x t e e n  a n d  a n o t h e r  f o r  

s t u d e n t s  n o t  m ore  t h a n  e i g h t e e n .  S t u d e n t s  w e r e  e x a m in e d  

i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e a d i n g  a l o u d ,  s p e l l i n g  

a n d  d i c t a t i o n ,  h i s t o r y ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  L a t i n ,  F r e n c h  and
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G erm an,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  an d  

. o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a n d  r e c e i v e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  a f t e r  p a s s i n g  

t h e s e  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  The e x t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e s e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  

t o  f e m a l e  t e a c h e r s  w o u ld  p r o v i d e  some g u a r a n t e e  o f  t h e i r  

a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .

B o d i c h o n  h a d  d e f i n i t e  i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p e r  c u r r i c ­

u lu m  f o r  t h e s e  g i r l s  s c h o o l s .  She  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  

o f  " o b j e c t  l e s s o n s "  c i t i n g  W i l l i a m  S h i e l d s '  B i r k b e c k  

S c h o o l  a t  Peckham  a s  a  m o d e l  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  t e a c h i n g .  

D r a w i n g ,  s i n g i n g ,  F r e n c h ,  a r i t h m e t i c  an d  b o o k - k e e p i n g  

w e r e  t o  b e  t a u g h t .  A l t h o u g h  f u t u r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  

w i v e s  an d  m o t h e r s  w e re  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  

s h a p i n g  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n ,  i t  was e q u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

r e m em b er  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  women w o u ld  h a v e  t o  work  

f o r  a t  l e a s t  some y e a r s .  The a d v a n t a g e s  a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  

o f  d i f f e r e n t  f e m a l e  e m p lo y m e n ts  s h o u l d  be  e x p l a i n e d  t o  

o l d e r  p u p i l s .  T h e y  n e e d e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  

o f  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  economy.  Above a l l ,  t h e s e  g i r l s  

n e e d e d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i e s  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  be  

e m i g r a n t s .  Many women r e f u s e d  t o  f a c e  t h e  unknown a n d  

r e m a i n e d  b e h i n d  when h u s b a n d s  o r  b r o t h e r s  l e f t  f o r  

A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  C ape  o r  o t h e r  d i s t a n t  s e t t l e m e n t s :  "The 

d a u g h t e r  o f  a  n u r s e r y  g a r d n e r ,  a b o u t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  

t o l d  me t r e m b l i n g l y  t h a t  s h e  h a d  c o n s e n t e d  t o  go w i t h  h e r  

f a m i l y  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  ' b u t  how s h e  was t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  

e a r t h  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  w h e re  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d  A u s t r a l i a
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t o  b e ,  s h e  d i d  n o t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  k n o w . ' " ^ 0

" M id d le  C l a s s  S c h o o l s  f o r  G i r l s , "  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  

s u r v e y  o f  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  j u s t  a b o v e  t h e  w o r k i n g  

p o o r .  The m i d d l e  c l a s s  g i r l s  d e s c r i b e d  a r e  j u s t  w i t h i n  

t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  an d  d e p r i v e d  b y  a  s e n s e  o f  

s t a t u s  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  g a i n i n g  t h e  r u d i m e n t s  o f  e d u ­

c a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  w o r k e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  s c h o o l s .  

B a s i c  l i t e r a c y  a n d  t r a i n i n g  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  

t h e  home o r  t o  g a i n  em plo y m en t  a r e  t h e  g o a l s  d i s c u s s e d .  

B o d i c h o n  i s  c l e a r l y  e v a l u a t i n g  a  s y s t e m  u t i l i z e d  b y  a  

c l a s s  f a r  b e l o w  h e r  own an d  p r e s c r i b i n g  a  v o l u n t a r y  a n d  

c h a r i t a b l e  e f f o r t  b y  members  o f  h e r  own u p p e r  c l a s s  c i r c l e  

t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The P o r t m a n  H a l l  S c h o o l  

p r o v i d e d  a  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  a l t h o u g h  n e i t h e r  

m i x i n g  t h e  s e x e s  n o r  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  i s  s u g g e s t e d .  The 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c e d  b y  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  women i n  g a i n i n g  

em ploym en t  a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  and  r e d u n d a n c y  

a r e  c e n t r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  P u b l i c  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  

s u r p l u s  women h a d  i n c r e a s e d  t o  s u c h  a n  e x t e n t  b y  t h e  

t i m e  " M id d le  C l a s s  S c h o o l s  f o r  G i r l s , "  was w r i t t e n  t h a t  

B o d i c h o n ' s  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  was e c h o e d  

i n  o t h e r  p a p e r s  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  The p r o b l e m s  o f  

women, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o f  women i n  n e e d  o f  g a i n f u l  e m p lo y ­

m e n t ,  c o n c e r n e d  B o d i c h o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i f t i e s  an d  t h i s
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a r t i c l e  o n  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  was o n l y  one  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  f o c u s  h e r  w o rk  h ad  t a k e n  s i n c e  h e r  f i r s t  e x p e r i m e n t  

w i t h  p r o g r e s s i v e  e l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n .

I t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  c l e a r  w h a t  d e c i d e d  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  

t o  b e g i n  a  c a m p a i g n  i n  1 8 5 4  a g a i n s t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a w s  o f  

p r o p e r t y  a s  t h e y  a f f e c t e d  m a r r i e d  women. S h e  w a s ,  a s  

n o t e d ,  s i n g l e  a n d  w e a l t h y  an d  t o o k  h e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  

e q u a l i t y  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e  w i t h i n  h e r  p r i v a t e  c i r c l e .  

By t h e  t i m e  s h e  was t w e n t y - o n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h e  h ad  m et  

s i n g l e  g i r l s  a n d  m a r r i e d  women who made h e r  r e a l i z e  how 

u n i q u e  h e r  p o s i t i o n  w a s .  She  was a c u t e l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  

i n j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  l a w s  o f  m a r r i a g e  an d  d i v o r c e  an d  i n  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  J . S .  M i l l ' s  P o l i t i c a l  E c o n o m y , i n  h e r  

j o u r n a l  f o r  1 8 4 9 ,  h a d  made c l e a r  h e r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c h a n g e  i n  t h o s e  l a w s .  From t h a t  t i m e  

s h e  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  " d e c o n s i d e r a t i o n "  

o f  women e m b o d ie d  i n  t h o s e  l a w s  was a t  o n c e  t h e  c a u s e  

an d  r e s u l t  o f  a l l  f e m a l e  l e g a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t h i r t i e s  a n d  f o r t i e s  C a r o l i n e  

N o r t o n ' s  m a r i t a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w e re  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  

S m i t h  t a b l e ,  s i n c e  Thomas Noon T a l f o u r d ,  who i n t r o d u c e d  

t h e  I n f a n t  C u s t o d y  A c t  i n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  was a  p r o m i n e n t  

U n i t a r i a n  a n d  a  f r i e n d  o f  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h .  The m a r i t a l  

p r o b l e m s  o f  Anna J a m e s o n ,  a  f r i e n d  o f  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  

a u n t  J u l i a ,  w e r e  a l s o  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  h o u s e ­

h o l d .  Anna a n d  R o b e r t  J a m e s o n  m a r r i e d  i n  1825* T h r o u g h ­
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o u t  t h e i r  u n h a p p y  m a r r i a g e  s h e  was a  p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r ,  h e r  

l i t e r a r y  incom e s e r v i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  th em  b o t h .  I n  1833» 

a f t e r  a  t e m p o r a r y  m a r i t a l  s e p a r a t i o n ,  J a m e s o n  becam e a  

j u d g e  i n  C a n a d a  a n d  a f t e r w a r d  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e  

o f  T o r o n t o .  Anna j o i n e d  h e r  h u s b a n d  i n  C a n a d a ,  b u t  b y  

I 836  t h e y  d e c i d e d  o n  a  p e r m a n e n t  s e p a r a t i o n .  J a m e s o n  

a g r e e d  t o  s e n d  h i s  w i f e  a n  a l l o w a n c e  o f  <£300 a  y e a r ,  b u t  

d i d  n o t  p a y  i t ,  an d  when he  d i e d  i n  1 8 5 ^  he  l e f t  h e r  

n o t h i n g .  She  s u p p o r t e d  h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  w idowed m o t h e r  

an d  s i s t e r s  b y  w r i t i n g .  G e n e r o u s  f r i e n d s  co m b in e d  t o  

p r o v i d e  h e r  a n  a n n u i t y  o f  <$100 a  y e a r .  H e r  p e r s o n a l  

u n h a p p i n e s s  a n d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m  h e r  m a r r i a g e  made h e r  b i t t e r  a b o u t  t h e  l a w s  r e g u ­

l a t i n g  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p :  "Any c o n v e n t i o n a l  l a w  b i n d i n g  

t h e  one  p a r t y  an d  a b s o l v i n g  t h e  o t h e r  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  m o s t  

s a c r e d  o f  a l l  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  i n c u r r e d  b y  s u c h  a  c o n t r a c t - -  

m u t u a l  t r u t h ,  i n  w ord  a n d  a c t - - m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  p l a c e

b o t h  p a r t i e s  i n  a  f a l s e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  r e n d e r  t h e  w h o le
32c o n t r a c t  o f  m a r r i a g e  a  s t a n d i n g  l i e .  J a m e s o n  was a  g r e a t  

i n f l u e n c e  o n  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  an d  h e r  f r i e n d s  B e s s i e  P a r k e s ,  

A d e l a i d e  P r o c t e r  a n d  Anna Mary H o w i t t .  She  became t h e i r  

p a t r o n e s s  i n  many f e m i n i s t  p r o j e c t s  a n d  c a l l e d  th em  h e r  

" a d o p t e d  n i e c e s . S h e  was p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  e x t r a -  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a  M a r r i e d  Women's  

P r o p e r t y  B i l l  i n  I 856  a n d  1857* H er  p e r s o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  

o f  c o n c e r n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s  t o  J u l i a  S m i t h ,  c o u l d  o n l y
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s e r v e  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  J u l i a ' s  y o u n g  n i e c e  

B a r b a r a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s  and  

s t r e n g t h e n  h e r  r e s o l v e  t o  w ork  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e .

I n  1853  J o h n  W h a r t o n ' s  An E x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Laws 

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Women o f  E n g l a n d  was p u b l i s h e d .  T h i s  

557 P ag e  t r e a t i s e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women i n  

g r e a t  d e t a i l ,  b u t  made l i t t l e  p u b l i c  i m p a c t .  E v e n  

B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  new f r i e n d  G e o rg e  E l i o t  r e m a i n e d  

u n s y m p a t h e t i c  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  b o o k .  " E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  

o f  women o n l y  m akes  c r e e p i n g  p r o g r e s s ;  and  t h a t  i s  b e s t ,  

f o r  woman d o e s  n o t  y e t  d e s e r v e  a  much b e t t e r  l o t  t h a n
ok

man g i v e s  h e r . " J  D u r i n g  1853  S m i t h  s t u d i e d  t h e  l a w s  

a f f e c t i n g  women a n d  w i t h  a d v i c e  f r o m  a  f a m i l y  f r i e n d ,  

M a t th e w  D a v e n p o r t  H i l l ,  R e c o r d e r  o f  B i r m in g h a m ,  i n  185^- 

s h e  d rew  u p  an d  p u b l i s h e d  a  much more c o n c i s e  s t u d y  t h a n  

W h a r t o n ' s  l e g a l  t o m e .  H e r  p a m p h l e t  A B r i e f  Summary i n  

P l a i n  L a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  M ost  I m p o r t a n t  Laws o f  E n g l a n d  

C o n c e r n i n g  Women s o l d  f o r  a  f e w  p e n c e  a n d  c r e a t e d  a  

s e n s a t i o n .  A s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1856  a n d  

a  t h i r d  e d i t i o n ,  c o n s i d e r a b l y  e n l a r g e d ,  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  

I 8 6 9 . I t  was c o n c i s e  a n d  c l e a r ,  a n d  i n  i t s  way f a r  m ore  

e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  p r e v i o u s  o u t b u r s t s  o f  f e m i n i s t  p r o p a g a n d a .

I t  b e g a n  b y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  l e g a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s i n g l e  

women; t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  own p r o p e r t y ;  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  a s  

h e i r s ;  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  v o t e  o n  p a r i s h  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  n o t  

f o r  members  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ;  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  p r o p e r t y
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o w n e r s  t o  p a y  t a x e s  d e s p i t e  d i s f r a n c h i s e m e n t .  The l e g a l

a n d  s o c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  em p lo y m en t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r

s i n g l e  women w e re  d e t a i l e d .  Women c o u l d  h o l d  no

i m p o r t a n t  o f f i c e s  e x c e p t  f o r  t h a t ' o f  S o v e r e i g n .  T hey  c o u l d

n o t  s e r v e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  t h e  c h u r c h  and  w e r e  e x c l u d e d  i n

f a c t ,  i f  n o t  i n  l a w  f r o m  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s . - ^

The o p e n i n g  s e c t i o n  on  s i n g l e  women was f o l l o w e d  b y

a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  m a r r i e d  women, a  l o n g

l i s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  c o n c e r n i n g  a  h u s b a n d ' s  a b s o l u t e

r i g h t s  o v e r  h i s  w i f e ' s  p r o p e r t y  an d  e a r n i n g s ,  w h e t h e r

s h e  was l i v i n g  w i t h  h im  o r  n o t .  "A man a n d  w i f e  a r e  one

p e r s o n  i n  l a w ;  t h e  w i f e  l o s e s  a l l  h e r  r i g h t s  a s  a  s i n g l e

woman, an d  h e r  e x i s t e n c e  i s  e n t i r e l y  a b s o r b e d  i n  t h a t  o f

h e r  h u s b a n d . B a r b a r a  S m i t h  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d ,  w h a t  many

w e r e  s t i l l  u n a w a r e  o f ,  t h a t  a  man a c t u a l l y  h a d  a  l e g a l

r i g h t  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  h i s  b e t r o t h e d  w i f e ,  who c o u l d

n o t  d i s p o s e  o f  h e r  p r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  h i s  k n o w l e d g e ,  o n c e
37s h e  h a d  g i v e n  him a  p r o m i s e  o f  m a r r i a g e .  She  e x p l a i n e d  

t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  e n g a g e d  woman, t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  

m a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t s  a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  l e g a l  c u s t o d y  o f  

i n f a n t s  and  c h i l d r e n  i n  c a s e s  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  h u s b a n d  

an d  w i f e .  The l a w s  o f  d i v o r c e  w e r e  r e v i e w e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  a c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p r a c t i ­

c a b i l i t y  o f  s u c h  a  p r o c e e d i n g  b e i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  a  woman. 

I t  r e q u i r e d  a n  A c t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  o b t a i n  a  d i v o r c e  and  

c o s t  b e t w e e n < ? 6 0 0  a n d  cf7 0 0 .  Women c o u l d  n o t  b e  p l a i n t i f f s ,
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d e f e n d a n t s  o r  w i t n e s s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  G ro u n d s  

f o r  d i v o r c e  w e r e  a d u l t e r y  b y  t h e  w i f e  an d  i n  some c a s e s  

" a g g r a v a t e d  a d u l t e r y "  b y  t h e  h u s b a n d .

The l a s t  s e c t i o n  o f  l e g a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  p r e c e d i n g  

s e v e r a l  p a g e s  o f  " R e m a r k s , "  c o n c e r n s  i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d r e n -  

an d  t h e i r  m o t h e r s . The t e x t  i s  d i s p a s s i o n a t e ,  a  b l a n d  

e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n ,  w h i c h  was so  p e r s o n a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  f i v e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d r e n  o f  B e n j a m i n  

S m i t h .  The i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d  c o u l d  n o t  i n h e r i t ,  e x c e p t  

b y  b e q u e s t ,  h a v i n g  no l e g a l  c l a i m  t o  f a m i l y  p r o p e r t y  o r  

s u r n a m e .  7 S m i t h  h ad  c a r e f u l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  l e g a l  

d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  i l l e g i t i m a c y  b y  s e t t l i n g  in c o m e s  and  

p r o p e r t y  o n  a l l  h i s  c h i l d r e n  an d  m e t i c u l o u s l y  p l a n n i n g  

t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  h i s  e s t a t e .  The m e n t a l  a n g u i s h  t h e i r  

s t a t u s  c a u s e d  th e m  g o e s  u n d o c u m e n t e d .  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  

e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  w e r e  s o m e t i m e s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a  r e b e l l i o n  

a g a i n s t  t h e  s t i g m a  o f  i l l e g i t i m a c y ,  b u t  w h a t e v e r  h e r  

p e r s o n a l  t r a u m a s  w e r e ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e  i n  

Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women i s  t r e n c h a n t  a n d  u n e m o t i o n a l .

I n  t h e  c o n c l u d i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  "R em arks"  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  m a r r i e d  women i n  E n g l a n d  was c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h a t  h e l d  b y  

women i n  F r a n c e ,  H u n g a r y ,  a n d  G erm any .  I n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  

a n d  i n  some o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s t a t e s , women w e r e  a b l e  t o  own 

a n d  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d  o r  

n o t .  The b a s i c  a r g u m e n t  i n  t h e  "R em arks"  i s  a g a i n s t  o v e r ­

l e g i s l a t i o n .  The r e m e d y  f o r  w o m an 's  u n j u s t  t r e a t m e n t  b y  t h e
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l a w  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  a  r e m o v a l  o f  t h o s e  b ad  l a w s ;  r e f o r m  

i s  n o t  e n v i s i o n e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  b y  

i n c r e a s e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .  The "R em arks"  c l e a r l y  

r e f l e c t  a  s t r o n g  b e l i e f  i n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  n o n ­

i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t  mode o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s e e k i n g  t o  j u s t i f y  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  a s  

c o n s o n a n t  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  f r e e - t r a d e r s  who l e d  

t h e  a n t i - C o r n  Law r e p e a l  c a m p a i g n .  P r o g r e s s  i s  a s s e s s e d  

b y  m a n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  l a w .  As s o c i e t y  e v o l v e s  

e x t e r n a l  r e s t r a i n t s  s h o u l d  become u n n e c e s s a r y :

Women, m ore  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  members  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ,  
s u f f e r  f r o m  o v e r - l e g i s l a t i o n .  A woman o v e r  2 1 . . .  
i f  s h e  u n i t e s  h e r s e l f  t o  a  man,  t h e  l a w  i m m e d i a t e l y  
s t e p s  i n ,  a n d  s h e  f i n d s  h e r s e l f  l e g i s l a t e d  f o r ,  and  
h e r  c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i f e  s u d d e n l y  an d  e n t i r e l y  c h a n g e d .  
W h a t e v e r  a g e  s h e  may be  o f ,  s h e  i s  a g a i n  c o n s i d e r e d  
a s  a n  i n f a n t - - s h e  i s  a g a i n  u n d e r  " r e a s o n a b l e  
r e s t r a i n t " - - s h e  l o s e s  h e r  s e p a r a t e  e x i s t e n c e ,  and  
i s  m e rg e d  i n  t h a t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d .  " I n  s h o r t , "  s a y s  
J u d g e  H u r l b u t ,  " a  woman i s  c o u r t e d  an d  w edded  a s  a n  
a n g e l ,  a n d  y e t  d e n i e d  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  a  r a t i o n a l  an d  
m o r a l  b e i n g  e v e r  a f t e r . "^0

A d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  r e s t r i c t i v e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s

o n  w o r k i n g  women i n c l u d e d  a  r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e

o f  p r o t e c t i o n .  E d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  make w o r k i n g  women

c a p a b l e  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  m anagem en t  o f  t h e i r  own f i n a n c e s .

The p o w e r  o f  h u s b a n d s  o v e r  t h e  e a r n i n g s  o f  t h e i r  w i v e s

r e p r e s e n t e d  i n j u s t i c e  n o t  p r o t e c t i o n . ^ ' 1' The m a r r i e d  women

o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  s u f f e r e d  m o s t  u n d e r  t h e  l a w  b e c a u s e

t h e y  f a c e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e c o n o m ic  p r i v a t i o n  i n

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  b y  v i r t u e
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o f  t h e i r  m a r r i e d  s t a t e .  " A l l  who a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s  know how much s u f f e r i n g  a n d  p r i v a t i o n  i s  

c a u s e d  h y  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h i s  r i g h t  b y  d r u n k e n  a n d  b a d  

m e n . "

A s k i n g ,  "why d o e s  m a r r i a g e  make so  l i t t l e  l e g a l  

d i f f e r e n c e  t o  men, a n d  s u c h  a  m i g h t y  l e g a l  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  

women?" B a r b a r a  S m i t h  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  a n  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  

c u r r e n t  l a w s  r e g a r d i n g  p r o p e r t y  w o u ld  b e  a  p r a c t i c a l  an d  

j u s t  s t e p  t o w a r d  i m p r o v i n g  w o m e n ' s  l e g a l  s t a t u s :  "We do 

n o t  s a y  t h a t  t h e s e  l a w s  o f  p r o p e r t y  a r e  t h e  o n l y  u n j u s t  

l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  women t o  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s h o r t  summary we 

h a v e  g i v e n ,  b u t  t h e y  f o r m  a  s i m p l e ,  t a n g i b l e ,  and  n o t  

o f f e n s i v e  p o i n t  o f  a t t a c k . "  D S h e  h a d  c a r e f u l l y  c h o s e n  

t h e  p r o p e r t y  l a w s  b e c a u s e  s h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  be  

a l t e r e d  w i t h o u t  o f f e n d i n g  t h e  b u l k  o f  B r i t i s h  s o c i e t y .

I t  was a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c h o i c e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  some 

s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  a s  h e r  p e r s o n a l  v i e w  o f  

f e m a l e  e q u a l i t y  m i g h t  b e ,  s h e  s u g g e s t e d  f i r s t  a  r e f o r m  

t h a t  s h e  e s t i m a t e d  w o u ld  b e  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  m o d e r a t e s ,  s i n c e  

e x t r e m e  o p p o n e n t s  o f  c h a n g e  i n  w o m a n ' s  s t a t u s  w e re  u n l i k e l y  

t o  b e  moved b y  a n y  a p p e a l .  S h e  w r o t e  h e r  p a m p h l e t  i n  

u n e m o t i o n a l ,  i n d e e d  r a t h e r  d u l l  p r o s e  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  

r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e  c a s e  a n d  t h e  s o l i d i t y  o f  i t s  

f o u n d a t i o n .  F o r  s o  e b u l l i e n t  a n d  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  a  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women r e p r e s e n t e d  u n c h a r ­

a c t e r i s t i c  m o d e r a t i o n ,  g i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  p r a g m a t i s m  an d  

p o l i t i c a l  ac u m en .  T h i s  s t r o n g  p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e  s e r v e d
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l a t e r  when o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a c t i v i t y  

becam e n e c e s s a r y  a n d  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r em em b er  t h a t  

t h i s  q u a l i t y  s e r v e d  S m i t h  an d  f e m i n i s m  q u i t e  a s  m uch ,  i f  

n o t  m o re ,  t h a n  t h e  r o m a n t i c  p a n a c h e  f o r  w h i c h  s h e  i s  

p r i m a r i l y  r e m e m b e r e d .

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  S m i t h ' s  b r i e f  f a c t u a l

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  l a w  l e d  t o  a  demand f o r  a c t i o n .  The men

an d  women o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  l o n g  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e

c o u r t s  o f  c h a n c e r y ,  w e r e  o f t e n  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e

p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  common l a w .  H a r r i e t  G r o t e ,  w i f e  o f

t h e  h i s t o r i a n  G e o rg e  G r o t e ,  was t y p i c a l  i n  h e r  i g n o r a n c e

o f  t h e  l a w .  She  was r o b b e d  o f  h e r  w a t c h  an d  p u r s e  one

d a y .  When s h e  a p p e a r e d  i n  c o u r t  t o  g i v e  e v i d e n c e ,  s h e

was a s t o n i s h e d  t o  h e a r  t h e  w a t c h  and  p u r s e  d e s c r i b e d  a s

b e l o n g i n g  t o  Mr. G r o t e .  When t h e  l e g a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s

was e x p l a i n e d  t o  h e r ,  s h e  becam e  s o  i n d i g n a n t  t h a t  s h e
LlLl

j o i n e d  f e m i n i s t  r a n k s .

R e a s o n e d  a n d  u n e m o t i o n a l  a s  t h e  p a m p h l e t  m i g h t  

b e ,  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  f o r  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  

women e n g e n d e r e d  h e a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n s .  A d v e r s e  r e a c t i o n  

t o  S m i t h ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n  was s t r o n g .  M a r g a r e t  O l i p h a n t  

was s h a r p l y  c r i t i c a l  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  B l a c k w o o d ' s  

i n  A p r i l  1 8 5 6 ,  when t h e  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n  

was g a t h e r i n g  momentum. S h e  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  p a m p h l e t  a s  

a  w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  b u t  m i s d i r e c t e d  e f f o r t  t o  r e p u d i a t e  

t h e  l a w s  o f  n a t u r e .  S h e  g a v e  S m i t h  c r e d i t  f o r  a  c l e a r  an d
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a c c u r a t e  summary o f  t h e  l a w ,  h u t  c o u l d  a c c e p t  no g e n e r a l  

n e e d  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m .  A n t a g o n i s m  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s  

w ou ld  b e  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e s u l t  o f  s u c h  e f f o r t s .  The m a r r i a g e  

l a w s  m e r e l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  d i v i n e  o r d e r  an d  i t  w o u ld  be

f o o l i s h  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  g r i e v a n c e s  o f  a  f e w  by
L\> K

l e g i s l a t i n g  f o r  a l l  members  o f  s o c i e t y .  J  D i v o r c e  was

a n a t h e m a  t o  O l i p h a n t  an d  t h e  l a w  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  s o c i a l

f a b r i c  b y  m a k in g  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  bond

n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e :  "The b u s i n e s s  o f  a  r i g h t e o u s  and

r a t i o n a l  l a w  i s  n o t  t o  p r o v i d e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e s c a p i n g ,

b u t  t o  r i v e t  an d  e n f o r c e  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p

u p o n  w h i c h  a l l  s o c i e t y  i s  f o u n d e d . . .T h e  j u s t i c e  w h i c h  m eans

a n  e q u a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  r i g h t s  h a s  no p l a c e  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  two

p e r s o n s  whom n a t u r a l  p o l i c y  a s  w e l l  a s  D i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n
L6t e a c h  u s  t o  c o n s i d e r  a s  o n e . "  O l i p h a n t  c o n s i d e r e d  

S m i t h ' s  p a m p h l e t  " o n e  s i d e d  an d  u n e q u a l . "  N a t u r a l  o r d e r  

and  B r i t i s h  t r a d i t i o n  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  r o l e s  o f  h u s b a n d  an d  

w i f e ;  t a m p e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s  w o u ld  n o t  a l l e v i a t e  

t h e  d i s t r e s s  o f  a  f e w  a g g r i e v e d  w i v e s , b u t  m e r e l y  w e ak en  

t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y .  She  was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  

p u b l i c  m in d  w o u ld  n e v e r  a c c e p t  a n y  d i l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  b y  w h i c h  t h e  h u s b a n d  was " t h e  s o l e  l e g a l  an d  

p u b l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a l l  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

w i f e .

S m i t h ' s  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women s t i m u l a t e d  p u b l i c
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d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s .  I t  was f o l l o w e d  s h o r t l y

b y  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  p a m p h l e t  b y  C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n ,  who

had  c a m p a i g n e d  e a r l i e r  f o r  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  I n f a n t  C u s t o d y

A c t .  G e o rg e  N o r t o n  h a d  c o n t i n u e d  s i n c e  I 839  t o  c l a i m  t h e

p r o c e e d s  o f  h i s  e s t r a n g e d  w i f e ' s  l i t e r a r y  w o rk ,  a n d  when i n

18 5 ^ ,  he  s u p o e n a e d  h e r  p u b l i s h e r s  t o  p r o d u c e  h e r  c o n t r a c t s

w i t h  t h e m ,  s h e  w r o t e  E n g l i s h  Laws f o r  Women i n  t h e

N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y . I t  was a n  e m o t i o n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f

h e r  p e r s o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  h e r  p r i v a t e  g r i e v a n c e s  w e re  o f

w id e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  an d  h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  p r e s s

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s

p a m p h l e t  a p p e a r e d ,  L o r d  C r a n w o r t h ,  t h e  C h a n c e l l o r  i n  L o r d

A b e r d e e n ' s  M i n i s t r y ,  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  i n  t h e  L o r d s  a  b i l l

t o  r e f o r m  t h e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  d i v o r c e  l a w s .  As e a r l y  a s  1850

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  d i v o r c e  l a w  h a d  b e e n

o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  an d  a  R o y a l  C o m m is s io n  u n d e r  t h e

C h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  L o r d  C a m p b e l l  a p p o i n t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e

m a t t e r .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r i v a t e  a c t

p r o c e d u r e  w h i c h  was t h e  o n l y  m eans  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g

a  d i v o r c e  an d  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  i t  was t o o  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  t o o

e x p e n s i v e .  I n  t h e i r  r e p o r t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1853  t h e y

recom m ended  e i t h e r  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  a c t
^8

p r o c e d u r e  o r  i t s  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  an d  c h e a p e n i n g .  The 

c o m m i s s i o n e r s '  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e re  c o n t a i n e d  i n  

C r a n w o r t h ' s  b i l l  f o r  m a r r i a g e  l a w  r e f o r m .  I n  e a r l y  1855  

C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n  p u b l i s h e d  A L e t t e r  t o  t h e  Queen  o n  L o r d
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C r a n w o r t h ' s  M a r r i a g e  an d  D i v o r c e  B i l l , a n  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  

C r a n w o r t h ' s  p r o p o s a l ,  w h i c h  s h e  deemed i n a d e q u a t e ,  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  same v i o l e n t  l a n g u a g e  a s  h e r  1 8 5 4  

p a m p h l e t .  ' S h e  p l e d g e d  n o t  t o  w r i t e  a n y t h i n g  b u t  

p o l i t i c a l  p a m p h l e t s  u n t i l  t h e  l a w s  w e r e  a l t e r e d .  '  

C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n ' s  two p a m p h l e t s  w e r e  t r e a t e d -  

s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  b y  t h e  N o r t h  B r i t i s h  R e v i e w . The 

j o u r n a l  r e g r e t t e d  h e r  c o n t i n u a l  a i r i n g  o f  p r i v a t e  

g r i e v a n c e s .  A c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  c a s e ,  i t  

c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p e a t e d  p u b l i c  o u t b u r s t s  i n j u r e d  

t h e  w om an 's  c a u s e ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  c a s e  s h o u l d  be  

a u x i l i a r y  t o  t h e  c a u s e ;  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  m a s t e r  an d  o v e r ­

whelm i t . " ^  The b u l k  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  

i n j u s t i c e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  i n  g r e a t  p a r t  t h e  

a r g u m e n t s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  S m i t h ' s  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women. 

R e fo rm  o f  t h e  d i v o r c e  l a w ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p a r a m o u n t  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  N o r t o n ,  was d i s m i s s e d ,  e x c e p t  a s  i t  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  " n o n - e x i s t e n c e "  o f  women, w h i c h  was t h e  

a u t h o r ' s  c e n t r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The m e r g i n g  o f  w om an 's  

i d e n t i t y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  was d e p l o r e d .  The 

r e s u l t i n g  i n e q u i t i e s  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  c a s e  f o r  

l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m ;

T h i s  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  n o n - e x i s t e n c e  o f  women p u r s u e s  i t s  
v i c t i m s  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l r o o m  t o  t h e  g r a v e .  T r a i n e d  
f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  t o  be  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  men,  t h e y  p a s s  
t h r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  o f  d e p e n d e n c e ,  an d  a t  t h e  
l a s t  f i n d  t h e y  c a n n o t  b e q u e a t h  t o  a n o t h e r  man t h e  
r i n g  on  t h e i r  f i n g e r ,  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  w o rn  f r o m  t h e i r
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e a r l i e s t  g i r l h o o d ,  o r  t h e  B i b l e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  f i r s t  
l e a r n t  t o  s p e l l .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
e d u c a t e d  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  
w i f e  a n d  m o t h e r ;  b u t  t h e y  a r e  e d u c a t e d  f o r  t h e  
n o n - e x i s t e n c e  w h i c h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  i n v o l v e s . . .T h e y  
a r e  f i t , i n d e e d ;  o n l y  t o  b e  a b s o r b e d . 51

The N o r t h  B r i t i s h  R e v ie w  u s e d  N o r t o n ' s  c a s e  t o  

b e g i n  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w h o le  i s s u e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  

s t a t u s  o f  m a r r i e d  women. H o w ev e r ,  s h e  was h e r s e l f  

m o t i v a t e d  b y  p u r e l y  p e r s o n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  She  h a d  no 

i n t e r e s t  i n  S m i t h ' s  w o rk ,  o r  i n  t h e  g r o u p  o f  f e m i n i s t s  

c o a l e s c i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  She  c o n f i n e d  h e r  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  

m a r r i a g e  a n d  d i v o r c e  b i l l s  w h i c h  w ere  p r e s e n t e d  b e t w e e n  

1855  and  1 8 5 7 ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  u n s u c c e s s f u l  

M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y  B i l l s .  D e s p i t e  h e r  own e f f o r t s  

t o  d i s s o c i a t e  h e r s e l f  f ro m  t h e  o r g a n i z i n g  w om en 's  move­

m e n t ,  N o r t o n ' s  c a s e  a n d  p a m p h l e t s  p u b l i c i z e d  t h e  i s s u e s  

w h ic h  S m i t h ' s  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women h a d  p u t  b e f o r e  t h e  

p u b l i c .  N o r t o n  was "news"  a n d  t h e  n o t o r i e t y  a t t a c h e d  t o  

h e r  name m e a n t  a  w id e  a u d i e n c e  f o r  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  t h e  

i s s u e ,  a n  a d v a n t a g e  f a r  o u t w e i g h i n g  t h e  n e g a t i v e  r e a c t i o n s  

i n  some q u a r t e r s ,  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e n g e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  m e n t i o n  

o f  h e r  n a m e .

P a m p h l e t s  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  

c h a n g e  t h e  l a w .  Women w e re  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  s o  t h a t  o t h e r  m eans  had  t o  b e  f o u n d  t o  

a f f e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  L a t e  i n  1855  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  d e c i d e d
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t h a t  p e t i t i o n i n g  P a r l i a m e n t  m i g h t  r e s u l t  i n  a c t i o n .  She  

d i s c u s s e d  h e r  p l a n  w i t h  Anna Mary H o w i t t , t h e  i n t i m a t e  

f r i e n d  w i t h  whom s h e  h a d  s p e n t  t h e  summer a t  H a s t i n g s ,  

r e c u p e r a t i n g  f r o m  a  b o u t  o f  i l l  h e a l t h .  The p r o p o s a l  was 

p r e s e n t e d  t o  Mary  H o w i t t ,  Anna M a r y ' s  m o t h e r  a n d  r e c e i v e d  

w h o l e - h e a r t e d  a p p r o v a l  o n  D ecem b er  4 ,  1855* W i l l i a m  an d  

Mary H o w i t t  t h o u g h t  S m i t h  h a d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  o r g a n i z e  a n  e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r e f o r m  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

The " g r a n d  schem e"  i n v o l v e d  s e t t i n g  u p  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  women 

t o  o b t a i n  s i g n a t u r e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

l a w s .  I n  D ecem ber  1855  S m i t h  b r o u g h t  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  

women t o g e t h e r  i n  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  d r a w i n g  room i n  B l a n d f o r d  

S q u a r e  t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  t e x t  o f  h e r  p e t i t i o n  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  

i t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  c a m p a i g n .  T h i s  was t h e  

f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  women i n  E n g l a n d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r i g h t s  

o f  t h e i r  own s e x  a n d  b r o u g h t  a  new p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  i n t o  

e x i s t e n c e .  U n a b l e  t o  v o t e  o r  s p e a k  i n  f a v o r  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  

r e f o r m ,  t h e  women members  o f  t h e  f i r s t  M a r r i e d  Women's  

P r o p e r t y  C o m m i t t e e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  o r g a n i z e d  

f e m i n i s t  g r o u p .  Some y e a r s  l a t e r  B e s s i e  P a r k e s  n o t e d  t h a t  

t h o u g h  t h e  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  i s s u e  was i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  

was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  s t r u c t u r e  

w h ic h  s i g n a l e d  a  r e a l  b e g i n n i n g  f o r  t h e  w om en 's  m ovem en t .  

The c o m m i t t e e  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k  

t h a t  l i n k e d  women t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  and  l a i d  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  o r g a n i z e d  f e m i n i s t  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .
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I n d i v i d u a l  women l i k e  M ary  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t  a n d  C a r o l i n e  

N o r t o n  had  p u b l i c l y  condem ned  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  o f  s o c i e t y  

a g a i n s t  women. More r e t i c e n t  p e r s o n s  l i k e  F l o r e n c e  

N i g h t i n g a l e  w r o t e  o f  th e m  i n  p r i v a t e  a n d  s t r u g g l e d  a g a i n s t  

p e r s o n a l  f r u s t r a t i o n  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n .  N e v e r  b e f o r e  

h a d  a  g r o u p  o f  women m e t  t o g e t h e r  i n  E n g l a n d  t o  d i s c u s s  

an d  o r g a n i z e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

t h e  s e x .

The c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  l e d  i n c l u d e d  among 

i t s  members  Mary  H o w i t t ,  Anna J a m e s o n ,  Anna Mary  H o w i t t ,  

B e s s i e  P a r k e s , M a r i a  Rye an d  M rs .  B r i d e l l  F o x .  Mary 

H o w i t t ' s  m e m b e r s h i p  an d  s u p p o r t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i m p o r t a n t ,  s i n c e  s h e  was p r o m i n e n t  i n  l i t e r a r y  c i r c l e s ,  

h a p p i l y  m a r r i e d  a n d  i m p e c c a b l y  r e s p e c t a b l e .  Q u a k e r s ,  

W i l l i a m  a n d  Mary H o w i t t  w e re  w e l l  known p o e t s  who e n j o y e d  

c l o s e  t i e s  t o  t h e  R o s s e t t i s  a n d  t h e  P r e - R a p h a e l i t e  

b r o t h e r h o o d .  T h e y  h a d  known t h e  S m i t h s  s i n c e  1 8 ^ 5  an d  

t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  Anna Mary was B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  c l o s e  f r i e n d .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  p r o t e s t s  o f  S . C .  H a l l ,  a n t i - f e m i n i s t  e d i t o r  o f  

t h e  New M o n t h l y  M a g a z in e  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  f r i e n d s ,  

Mary  H o w i t t  j o i n e d  t h e  " v u l g a r "  f e m i n i s t  c a m p a i g n .  I n  

M arch  185^- a t  a  g a t h e r i n g  a t  t h e  S m i t h s ' L o n d o n  home s h e  

s h o c k e d  Anne T h a c k e r a y ,  t h e n  a g e  s e v e n t e e n ,  when s h e  

a n n o u n c e d  h e r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  women s h o u l d  s i t  i n  

P a r l i a m e n t . ^

The members  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w o rk e d  t o  c o l l e c t
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s i g n a t u r e s  on  m ore  t h a n  s e v e n t y  p e t i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c o u n t r y .  T hey  w e re  a n x i o u s  t o  g a i n  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  

o f  e m i n e n t  women whom t h e  p u b l i c  h e l d  i n  h i g h  r e g a r d .  They  

f e a r e d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  h a v i n g  many s i g n e r s  n o t e d  f o r  

" s t r o n g - m i n d e d n e s s . "  Mary  H o w i t t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  

i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  w r i t t e n  J a n u a r y  8 ,  I 8 5 6 .

She  h a d  v i s i t e d  B a r o n e s s  A n g e l a  B u r d e t t - C o u t t s , w e a l t h y  

b e n e f a c t r e s s  o f  many c h a r i t a b l e  p r o j e c t s  an d  d i s c u s s e d  

t h e  p e t i t i o n  c a m p a i g n  w i t h  h e r .  C o u t t s  a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s ,  b u t  w i t h h e l d  h e r  

own s i g n a t u r e  p e n d i n g  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  She  t o l d  

H o w i t t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  women s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n  

would, do i t  no g o o d :  " T h e s e  l a d i e s  h o l d  s u c h  f r e e  o p i n i o n s  

w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  m a r r i a g e  t h a t  p e o p l e  w o u ld  n a t u r a l l y  be  

s u s p i c i o u s  o f  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  w h o le  t h i n g .

H o w i t t  r e s p e c t e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  wisdom a n d  a d v i s e d  h e r  

d a u g h t e r ,  " I  do t h i n k  i t  m o s t  n e e d f u l  t o  h a v e  a n  e y e  t o  

t h e  m o r a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  m ovem ent ;  

an d  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  s c i e n c e  an d  l i t e r a t u r e  s i g n a ­

t u r e s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  o f  M rs .  S o m e r v i l l e  an d  M rs .  G a s k e l l  

s h o u l d  b e  o b t a i n e d .

The l i t e r a r y  women r a l l i e d  t o  t h i s  c a u s e .  I t  u n i t e d  

women o f  r a d i c a l  a n d  m o d e r a t e  v i e w s  i n  a  common e f f o r t .  

H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u ,  E l i z a b e t h  B a r r e t t  B r o w n in g ,  E l i z a b e t h  

G a s k e l l ,  Anna J a m e s o n  a n d  G e o rg e  E l i o t  a l l  s i g n e d  t h e
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p e t i t i o n .  J a m e s o n  l a t e r  w r o t e  t h a t  when s h e  h a d  s i g n e d  

t h e  d o cu m e n t  s h e  h a d  do n e  s o  a s  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  

g e n e r a l  i n j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  women, r a t h e r  

t h a n  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b l e m  o f  m a r r i e d  

w om en 's  p r o p e r t y :  "What m a t t e r  how s u c h  l a w s  a c t  h e r e  o r  

t h e r e . . . i f  t h e y  p e r m e a t e  a n d  i n  some s o r t  v i t i a t e  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  tw o  s e x e s . . . N o t  e v e n  t h o s e  who p l e a d  f o r  

t h e i r  e x p e d i e n c e  d e n y  t h e  a b s t r a c t  i n j u s t i c e  o f  s u c h  

l a w s .

G a s k e l l ,  w hose  s i g n a t u r e  was deemed so  i m p o r t a n t

b y  H o w i t t ,  h a d  q u i t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  v i e w p o i n t .  W ife  o f  a

U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  m o t h e r  o f  f o u r  d a u g h t e r s ,  a n d  a

s u c c e s s f u l  f i c t i o n  w r i t e r ,  s h e  a c c e p t e d  a  t r a d i t i o n a l

f e m a l e  r o l e .  She  c o n f i d e d  t o  E l i z a  Fox  i n  A p r i l  1 8 5 0

t h a t  s h e  was " s o m e t i m e s  c o w a r d  en o u g h  t o  w i s h  t h a t  we

w e re  b a c k  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  w h e re  o b e d i e n c e  was t h e  o n l y

s e e n  d u t y  o f  w o m e n . T h a t  same m o n th  s h e  w r o t e  a g a i n

t o  F o x ,  p l a c i d l y  h a p p y  t h a t  h e r  w r i t i n g  was e a r n i n g

m o n e t a r y  r e c o g n i t i o n :  "Do y o u  know t h a t  t h e y  s e n t  me

^ 2 0  f o r  L i z z i e  L e i g h . . . W i l l i a m  h a s  c o m p o s e d l y  b u t t o n e d  i t

u p  i n  h i s  p o c k e t .  He h a s  p r o m i s e d  I  may h a v e  some f o r

my R e f u g e . G a s k e l l  d i s l i k e d  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  p e r s o n a l l y ,

a s  s h e  a d m i t t e d  t o  C h a r l e s  N o r t o n  i n  i 8 6 0 ,  b u t  d e s p i t e

h e r  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l

b e h a v i o r ,  s h e  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  s h e  r e s p e c t e d  a n d  a d m i r e d
6 0h e r  c o u r a g e  an d  d e d i c a t i o n .  G a s k e l l  t h o u g h t  women
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i n f e r i o r  t o  men a n d  i n  O c t o b e r  I 856  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  i d e a

o f  f e m a l e  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n :

I  w ou ld  n o t  t r u s t  a  mouse t o  a  woman i f  a  m a n ' s  
ju d g m e n t  was t o  b e  h a d .  Women h a v e  no j u d g m e n t .
T h e y ' v e  t a c t  a n d  s e n s i t i v e n e s s ,  g e n i u s  an d  h u n d r e d s  
o f  f i n e  a n d  l o v i n g  q u a l i t i e s ,  b u t  a r e  a t  b e s t  a n g e l i c  
g e e s e  a s  t o  m a t t e r s  r e q u i r i n g  s e r i o u s  a n d  l o n g  
s c i e n t i f i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  a  f r i e n d  o f  f e m a l e  
m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n . 6 l

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  m i s g i v i n g s ,  s h e  s i g n e d  t h e  m a r r i e d  w o m e n ' s

p r o p e r t y  p e t i t i o n ,  w h i c h  E l i z a  F o x  s e n t  h e r  a n d  r e t u r n e d

i t  w i t h  a  lu k e w a r m  e n d o r s e m e n t .  She  was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t

e v e n  w i t h  a n  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w  u n s c r u p u l o u s  h u s b a n d s

c o u l d  a v o i d  i t s  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  S h e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  women

w e r e  i l l - u s e d  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  a n d  w i t h o u t  much

h o p e  f o r  im p ro v e m e n t  s h e  s i g n e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n .

H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  was v e r y  much a w a r e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

o f  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  m a r r i e d  women. T h ey  w r o t e  t o  h e r ,  s e e k i n g  

a d v i c e  o n  how t o  e a s e  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n s .  T hey  o f f e r e d  t o  

s e n d  e v i d e n c e  o r  money i f  M a r t i n e a u  w o u ld  l e n d  

a s s i s t a n c e . ^  A l t h o u g h  s h e  s i g n e d  t h e  I 856  p e t i t i o n ,  

M a r t i n e a u  was n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  c a m p a i g n  

a n d  c l e a r l y  s u b s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  and  

t r a i n i n g  w o u ld  im p r o v e  w o m en 's  p o s i t i o n  q u i t e  a s  much a s  

was n e c e s s a r y .  S h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  o n c e  women e n t e r e d  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n s  an d  p r o v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e r e  a n d  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  

s o c i e t y  w o u ld  a c c e p t  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e .  

She  saw no p o i n t  i n  p a s s i o n a t e  dem ands  f o r  v o t i n g  r i g h t s :

" I  t h i n k  t h e  b e t t e r  way i s  f o r  u s  a l l  t o  l e a r n  a n d  t o  t r y



131

t o  t h e  u t m o s t  w h a t  we c a n  d o , a n d  t h u s  w i n  f o r  o u r s e l v e s

t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h i c h  a l o n e  c a n  s e c u r e  u s  r a t i o n a l  
6Ll

t r e a t m e n t . "  S h e  c a n  h e s t  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  m o d e r a t e  

i n  t h e  f e m i n i s t  r a n k s ,  a c u t e l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  

i n  w om an 's  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  s h a r i n g  G a s k e l l ' s  r e s e r v a t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e  wisdom o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i v i s m .

E l i z a b e t h  B r o w n in g  was a n o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  a u t h o r  

a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e  f i g u r e  who s i g n e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a n d  a l l o w e d  

h e r s e l f  t o  become known a s  on e  o f  i t s  s p o n s o r s .  She  was 

o u t s p o k e n  i n  h e r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  r o m a n t i c  f u r o r  F l o r e n c e  

N i g h t i n g a l e ' s  n u r s i n g  e f f o r t s  h a d  a r o u s e d  s i n c e  1 8 5 ^ .  She  

d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  n u r s i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  a c h i e v e ­

m en t  women m i g h t  a t t a i n  an d  w r o t e  Anna J a m e s o n  o n  

F e b r u a r y  2 ^ ,  1855  t h a t  s h e  saw no new p o s i t i o n  g a i n e d  f o r  

women b y  N i g h t i n g a l e ’ s s u c c e s s :  " E v e r y  man i s  on  h i s  k n e e s  

b e f o r e  l a d i e s  c a r r y i n g  l i n t ,  c a l l i n g  th e m  ' a n g e l i c  s h e ' s , '  

w h e r e a s ,  i f  t h e y  s t i r  a n  i n c h  a s  t h i n k e r s  o r  a r t i s t s  f r o m  

t h e  b e a t e n  l i n e  ( i n v o l v i n g  m ore  good  t o  g e n e r a l  h u m a n i t y  

t h a n  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  l i n t ) ,  t h e  v e r y  same men w o u ld  c u r s e  

t h e  im p u d e n c e  o f  t h e  v e r y  same women an d  s t o p  t h e r e . "  

B r o w n in g  was n o t  t h e  a r d e n t  f e m i n i s t  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a s s a g e  

m i g h t  s u g g e s t .  On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  s h e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s h e
fsfi

b e l i e v e d  women i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  i n f e r i o r  t o  men.  She  was 

a w a re  o f  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w ,  h o w e v e r ,  an d  

d e s p i t e  h e r  own h a p p y  m a r r i a g e ,  s i g n e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  She  

was d i s m a y e d  by  t r a d i t i o n a l  v i e w s  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  d e p l o r i n g
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t h e  f a c t  t h a t  men s e l d o m  l o o k e d  f o r  c o m p a n i o n s  t o  s h a r e  

l i f e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  s e l e c t e d  h o s t e s s e s  a n d  h o u s e k e e p e r s  i n  

t h e i r  w i v e s .

E l i z a b e t h  B r o w n i n g ' s  s i g n a t u r e  on  t h e  m a r r i e d

w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y  p e t i t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  h e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o

t a k e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  c o r r e c t  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n j u s t i c e .

H er  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1857  o f  A u r o r a  L e i g h  i l l u s t r a t e d  h e r

d i s g u s t  w i t h  w o m e n 's  f a i l u r e  t o  p r o v e  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  a n d

condem ned  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  w o rd s  f o r  a c t i o n :

A w o m a n . . . m u s t  p r o v e  w h a t  s h e  c a n  do 
B e f o r e  s h e  d o e s  i t ,  p r a t e  o f  w o m an 's  r i g h t s ,
Of w om an 's  m i s s i o n ,  w o m a n 's  f u n c t i o n ,  t i l l  
The men (who a r e  p r a t i n g  t o o  o n  t h e i r  s i d e )  c r y  
"A w om an 's  f u n c t i o n  p l a i n l y  i s . . . t o  t a l k " - -  
By s p e a k i n g  we p r o v e  o n l y  we c a n  s p e a k ,
W hich  h e ,  t h e  man h e r e ,  n e v e r  d o u b t e d .  What 
He d o u b t s  i s , w h e t h e r  we c a n  do t h e  t h i n g  
W i t h  d e c e n t  g r a c e  w e ' v e  n o t  y e t  d o n e  a t  a l l - -  
Who s o  c u r e s  t h e  p l a g u e ,  gg
Though  t w i c e  a  woman, s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d  a  l e e c h .

I r o n i c a l l y ,  B r o w n i n g ' s  a n n o y a n c e  w i t h  w o m en 's  s e e m i n g  

p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  w o r d s  was s h a r e d  b y  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ,  

w hose  w ork  B r o w n i n g  h a d  e a r l i e r  d i s m i s s e d .  N i g h t i n g a l e  

w o u ld  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  m a r r i e d  w o m e n ' s  p r o p e r t y  

c a m p a i g n s .  S h e  a d m i t t e d  t o  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  i n  November  

1 8 5 8 ,  " I  am b r u t a l l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  w r o n g s  o r  t h e  

r i g h t s  o f  my s e x . " ^  Drawn r e l u c t a n t l y  i n t o  s u f f r a g e  

i s s u e s  i n  t h e  l a t e  s i x t i e s  b y  J . S .  M i l l ,  s h e  i g n o r e d  

f e m i n i s m  d u r i n g  i t s  e a r l y  y e a r s .  W h i l e  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  

c r u s a d e d  f o r  l e g a l  r e m e d i e s  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

f o r  women, N i g h t i n g a l e  e x p r e s s e d  b i t t e r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t
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w i t h  h e r  s e x .  I n  1861  s h e  w r o t e  a  l o n g  d i s j o i n t e d

c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  women t o  h e r  c l o s e  f r i e n d  Mary C l a r k e

M ohl ,  who h a d  j u s t  w r i t t e n  a  book  on  Madame R e c a m i e r .

She  f e l t  t h a t  n o n e  o f  h e r  n u r s e s  had  l e a r n e d  a n y t h i n g  o f

p e r m a n e n t  v a l u e  i n  t h e  C r i m e a  a n d  condem ned  women i n

g e n e r a l  f o r  s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  i n c o m p e t e n c e :  " I t  m akes  me

mad, t h e  'W omen 's  R i g h t s '  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  'w a n t  o f  a  f i e l d '

f o r  t h e m - - w h e n  I  know t h a t  I  w ou ld  g l a d l y  g i v e  ^ 5 ° °  a  y e a r

f o r  a  Woman S e c r e t a r y . . .women c a n n o t  s t a t e  a  f a c t  a c c u r a t e l y

t o  a n o t h e r ,  n o r  c a n  t h a t  o t h e r  a t t e n d  t o  i t  a c c u r a t e l y
70en o u g h  f o r  i t  t o  become i n f o r m a t i o n . "  N i g h t i n g a l e  was 

i n  i l l  h e a l t h  i n  1 8 6 1  a n d  v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  h e r  w ork  

was n o t  m a k i n g  g r e a t e r  p r o g r e s s .  H er  l e t t e r  was s l i g h t l y  

h y s t e r i c a l  i n  i t s  t o n e .  B a s i c a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h e  r e m a i n e d  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  o r g a n i z e d  f e m a l e  e f f o r t s  f o r  

e m a n c i p a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  movement  o n l y  b y  t h e  

e x a m p le  o f  h e r  p e r s o n a l  c a r e e r .  T h i s  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  

W i l l i a m  S m i t h  c o n t r a s t e d  s h a r p l y  i n  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  l i f e  

s t y l e  w i t h  h e r  v i v a c i o u s  f i r s t  c o u s i n  B a r b a r a  S m i t h .  The 

N i g h t i n g a l e s  a n d  S m i t h s  d i d  n o t  m ix  s o c i a l l y ,  a s  B e n j a m i n  

S m i t h ' s  i l l e g i t i m a t e  f a m i l y  was t a b o o  t o  F a n n y  a n d  W. E.  

N i g h t i n g a l e .  O n ly  l a t e  i n  l i f e  d i d  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  

c o m m u n ic a t e  a t  a l l  w i t h  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e .  N i g h t i n g a l e  

p u r s u e d  h e r  n u r s i n g  an d  s a n i t a r y  r e f o r m s ,  o b l i v i o u s  o f ,  

an d  i f  r e m i n d e d ,  som ew hat  c o n t e m p t u o u s  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  

b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d  b y  h e r  c o u s i n .
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A n o t h e r  n o t e d  woman, q u i t e  a s  consum ed  b y  h e r

p e r s o n a l  a r t i s t i c  e f f o r t s  a s  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  was b y

h e r  c r u s a d e ,  saw t h e  f e m i n i s t  c a m p a i g n  somew hat  d i f f e r e n t l y .

G eo rg e  E l i o t  c u t  h e r s e l f  o f f  f r o m  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  w om en 's

movement  t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  l i f e .  She  r e f u s e d  t o  make p u b l i c

a p p e a r a n c e s  o r  u t t e r a n c e s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  f e m i n i s t  i s s u e s .  A

c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  f r o m  1 8 5 2 ,  s h e  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,

q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  s i g n  t h e  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y

p e t i t i o n ,  an d  t o  u r g e  h e r  f r i e n d s  t o  j o i n  t h a t  e f f o r t .

E l i o t  was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  h e r  f u n c t i o n  was t h a t  o f
71a r t i s t  n o t  a c t i v i s t .  I n d i v i d u a l  a r t i s t i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n

was f o r  h e r  a  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e

o n l y  l e g i t i m a t e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  t a l e n t e d  men

o r  women. On A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 8 5 7  s h e  w r o t e  t o  S a r a  H e n n e l l

a f t e r  v i e w i n g  a n  e x h i b i t  o f  R o s a  B o n h e u r ' s  p a i n t i n g s :

"What pow er !  T h a t  i s  t h e  way women s h o u l d  a s s e r t  t h e i r  
72r i g h t s . "  W h a t e v e r  h e r  c o n v i c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

c r e a t i v e  a r t i s t ' s  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  

s o c i e t a l  r e f o r m ,  E l i o t  l e n t  p e r s o n a l  an d  f i n a n c i a l  

s u p p o r t  t o  S m i t h ' s  f e m i n i s t  p r o j e c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

y e a r s .  On J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1 8 5 6  s h e  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  

S m i t h  an d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n . ^  Two d a y s  l a t e r  s h e  

u r g e d  H e n n e l l  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c a m p a i g n :  "The p e t i t i o n  i s  

w e l l  a n d  s o b e r l y  d r a w n  u p  a n d  h a s  b e e n  s i g n e d  b y  M rs .  

G a s k e l l ,  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  a n d  t h e  e t  c e t e r a s .  So y o u  w i l l
7 k

b e  i n  good  com p an y ,  i f  y o u  c a r e  a b o u t  t h a t . " '  H e n n e l l
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a n s w e r e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a n d  E l i o t  f o r w a r d e d  S m i t h ' s  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  s i g n a t u r e s :  " I  am g l a d  you  h a v e  

t a k e n  u p  t h e  c a u s e , f o r  I  do t h i n k  t h a t , w i t h  p r o p e r  

p r o v i s o s  a n d  s a f e g u a r d s ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w  w o u ld  h e l p  t o  

r a i s e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  and  c h a r a c t e r  o f  women. I t  i s  one
7 3r o u n d  o f  a  l o n g  l a d d e r  s t r e t c h i n g  f a r  b e y o n d  o u r  l i v e s . " ' v

The f a c t  t h a t  G eo rg e  E l i o t  was l i v i n g  w i t h  G e o rg e

H e n ry  Lewes and  was n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  p o l i t e  c i r c l e s  m e a n t

n o t h i n g  t o  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ,  b u t  E l i o t ' s  s i g n a t u r e  o n  t h e

m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  p e t i t i o n  d i d  n o t  a d d  t o  i t s

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  n o r  was i t  p u b l i c i z e d .  I n d e e d ,  S m i t h ' s

own i l l e g i t i m a c y ,  h e r  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  c o u p l e  an d

g e n e r a l l y  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  made h e r  own l e a d e r s h i p

s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  H e r  name

was n o t  m e n t i o n e d  when t h e  p e t i t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d ,  n o r

was h e r  r o l e  p u b l i c l y  e m p h a s i z e d .  On M arch  1 3 .  1856

Anna Mary H o w i t t  w r o t e  h e r  s i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  t h a t  t h e

p e t i t i o n  h a d  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  i n  P a r l i a m e n t .  The p e t i t i o n s ,

w h ic h  h ad  g a i n e d  o v e r  2 ^ , 0 0 0  s i g n a t u r e s  w e re  p r e s e n t e d

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  an d  w e re  m e n t i o n e d  f a v o r a b l y  b y  t h e

D a i l y  N ew s. The p a p e r  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  S i r  E r s k i n e  P e r r y

on  t h e  " r e m a r k a b l e "  d o cu m en t  an d  p r a i s e d  t h e  f e m a l e
76o r g a n i z e r s  f o r  t h e i r  w ork  g a t h e r i n g  s i g n a t u r e s .  On 

M arch  1 7 .  I 856  H o w i t t  w r o t e  j u b i l a n t l y  a b o u t  t h e  r e s p e c t f u l  

r e c e p t i o n  g i v e n  b y  t h e  Commons. B rougham  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  

t h e  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  L o r d s  a n d  e v e n  t h e r e  h i s  s p e e c h
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7 7was r e c e i v e d  f a v o r a b l y .  R e s p e c t a b i l i t y  was t h e  k e y  

t o  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  e v e r y  e f f o r t  was made b y  S m i t h  i n  t h e  

n e x t  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  r e f o r m  w i t h  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  i m p e c c a b l e  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  h e n c e  h e r  l e a d e r s h i p  

r e m a i n e d  a  p r i v a t e  r o l e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  

a  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women d u r i n g  I 8 5 6 .

I n  F e b r u a r y  I 8 5 6 , b e f o r e  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  w e r e  p r e ­

s e n t e d  t o  P a r l i a m e n t ,  M a t th e w  D a v e n p o r t  H i l l  p r e s e n t e d  

B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women t o  t h e  P e r s o n a l  Laws 

C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Law Amendment S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  a g r e e d  

t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a r r i e d  w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y  r e f o r m ,  

r e s o l v i n g  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  b o d y  s h o r t l y .  The 

Law Amendment S o c i e t y  h a d  b e e n  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 ^  an d  

n u m b ered  many o f  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  f r i e n d s  among i t s  

f o u n d e r s .  H i l l ,  a  p r o m i n e n t  U n i t a r i a n ,  was one  o f  i t s  

f o u n d i n g  members  a n d  o t h e r s  i n c l u d e d  L o r d  Brougham  and  

G e o rg e  H a s t i n g s ,  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

f o u n d e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d  i n  1 8 57-  On F e b r u a r y  2 3 , I 856  

S i r  S t a f f o r d  N o r t h c o t e ,  M.P.  s p o k e  i n  f a v o r  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  

r e f o r m  o f  t h e  l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  women a t  t h e  Law Amendment 

S o c i e t y ' s  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g .  He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  

b y  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  m a r r i e d  women, whose 

c i v i l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o f t e n  e n c o u r a g e d  p h y s i c a l  a b u s e :  " I f  

l a w  was m e a n t  t o  b e  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  o r d e r  f o r  b r u t e  

f o r c e ,  no p e r s o n s  m ore  r e q u i r e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l a w  t h a n  

w o m e n . " ^  O t h e r s  s u p p o r t e d  N o r t h c o t e ' s  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f
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c o n c e r n  an d  members  w e re  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e  P e r s o n a l  Laws

C o m m i t t e e  was  p r e p a r i n g  a  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  i s s u e .  I n  M arch

I 856  t h e  Law Amendment J o u r n a l  a p p l a u d e d  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n

o f  t h e  m a r r i e d  w o m e n 's  p r o p e r t y  p e t i t i o n s ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e

s i g n a t u r e s  h a d  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  work  o f  a  s m a l l

g r o u p  o f  women a n d  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n

t o  p u r s u e  r e f o r m . O n  A p r i l  2 8 ,  I 856  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a r r i e d

w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  r e f o r m  a g a i n  came b e f o r e  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s

g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  a n d  Brougham s u g g e s t e d  a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g
8 0u n d e r  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  a u s p i c e s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e .

The m e e t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  May 31» I 856  

a t  2 p .m .  i n  t h e  ro o m s  o f  t h e  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  a t  

21 R e g e n t  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n .  The R e p o r t  o f  t h e  P e r s o n a l  

Laws C o m m i t t e e  on  t h e  P r o p e r t y  o f  M a r r i e d  Women, l a r g e l y  

t h e  w ork  o f  S i r  E r s k i n e  P e r r y ,  M . P . ,  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  

t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  on  May 2 6 ,  I 856  and
0-1

a d o p t e d  a f t e r  a  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n .  The p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  

o f  t h e  t h i r t y  f i r s t  was h e a v i l y  a t t e n d e d  an d  a f t e r  

l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s i o n  r e s o l u t i o n s  w e re  a d o p t e d  r e a s s e r t i n g  

t h e  n e e d  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m  o n  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  

p r o p e r t y  a n d  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  r e s o l v e  t o  c a r r y  

t h e  i s s u e  f o r w a r d  i n  P a r l i a m e n t .  The Law Amendment J o u r n a l  

n o t e d  t h e  h i g h  c a l i b e r  o f  t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

" a  l a r g e  num ber  o f  l a d i e s  w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g
82M rs .  J a m e s o n ,  M rs .  H o w i t t ,  a n d  many o t h e r  l a d y  a u t h o r s . "

The women, i n c l u d i n g  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ,  w hose  name was n o t
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m e n t i o n e d  b y  t h e  J o u r n a l ,  w e re  s i l e n t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  

m e e t i n g .  I t  was n o t  y e t  common f o r  women t o  a t t e n d  p u b l i c  

m e e t i n g s  an d  u n h e a r d  o f  f o r  th em  t o  s p e a k  o u t  i n  p u b l i c .  

I n d e e d ,  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  y e a r l i e r ,  i n  18^4-0, when t h e  A m e r i c a n  

d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  W or ld  A n t i - S l a v e r y  C o n v e n t i o n  h e l d  i n  

L o n d o n  a r r i v e d  w i t h  f o u r  f e m a l e  m em b ers ,  s c a n d a l  r o c k e d  

t h a t  c o n f e r e n c e .  The women w e re  f o r c e d  t o  s i t  i n  a  

c u r t a i n e d  g a l l e r y  and  t h e  B r i t i s h  p u b l i c  was o u t r a g e d  

when t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  d e l e g a t i o n ,  W i l l i a m  L l o y d  

G a r r i s o n  a r r i v e d  a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  p r e f e r r e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  

l a d i e s  an d  r e f u s e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w h i c h
O q

f o l l o w e d .  ^ The i d e a  t h a t  women m i g h t  e n t e r  p u b l i c

d i s c u s s i o n  was s t i l l  u n a c c e p t a b l e  i n  I 8 5 6 . The same

women who s a t  q u i e t l y  b y  a t  t h a t  May 3 1 s t  m e e t i n g  w e re

p r o v i d e d  a  f o r u m  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  f o r  when Brougham

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 7 ,  he

w elcom ed  women t o  i t s  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  th em  t o

a d d r e s s  i t s  m e e t i n g s .  T h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  t h o s e

m e e t i n g s  m e t  w i t h  r e s i s t a n c e  an d  r i d i c u l e ,  a n d  a s  l a t e

a s  1862  t h e  S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w  r e m a r k e d :

T h e r e  a r e  d e c i d e d  a d v a n t a g e s  i n  t h i s  U n i v e r s a l  
P a l a v e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e re d  t o  
L o r d  B r o u g h a m 's  c r e d i t  t h a t  he  i s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  
who h a s  d e a l t  u p o n  t h i s  p l a n  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  
f e m a l e  l o q u a c i t y . . . I t  i s  a  g r e a t  i d e a  t o  t i r e  o u t  
t h e  h i t h e r t o  u n f l a g g i n g  v i g o u r  o f  t h e i r  t o n g u e s  
b y  e n c o u r a g i n g  a  t a s t e  f o r  s tu m p  o r a t o r y  among 
th e m .

The " U n i v e r s a l  P a l a v e r  A s s o c i a t i o n "  was a s  y e t  u n f o rm e d
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i n  1856  a n d  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  b y  women was o u t  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n .  The Law Amendment S o c i e t y  m e e t i n g  was g r a c e d ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  b y  a  s i l e n t l y  c o r r e c t  an d  l a d y l i k e  f e m i n i n e  

c o n t i n g e n t .

The R e p o r t  o n  M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y  a d o p t e d  on  

May 2 6 ,  1856  a n d  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s e d  a n d  a f f i r m e d  a t  t h e  

May 3 1 s t  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g ,  p r o p o s e d  s e v e n  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

common l a w  so  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  two s e t s  o f  c o u r t s  

o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  r u l e s  w o u ld  be  

r e m o v e d .  One l a w  w o u ld  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  

a l l  c l a s s e s :

1 .  The common l a w  r u l e s ,  w h ic h  made m a r r i a g e  a  g i f t  o f  
a l l  a  w o m an 's  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  w o u ld  
b e  r e p e a l e d .

2 .  Pow er  w o u ld  be  g r a n t e d  a  m a r r i e d  woman t o  h o l d
s e p a r a t e  p r o p e r t y  b y  l a w ,  a s  s h e  now m i g h t  i n  e q u i t y .

3 . A woman m a r r y i n g  w i t h o u t  a n y  a n t e  n u p t i a l  c o n t r a c t  
w o u ld  r e t a i n  h e r  p r o p e r t y  an d  a f t e r  a c q u i s i t i o n s  a n d  
e a r n i n g s  a s  i f  s h e  w e r e  a  feme s o l e .

k-. A m a r r i e d  woman, h a v i n g  s e p a r a t e  p r o p e r t y  w o u ld  be
l i a b l e  on  h e r  s e p a r a t e  c o n t r a c t s ,  w h e t h e r  made
b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  m a r r i a g e .

5 .  A h u s b a n d  w o u ld  n o t  b e  l i a b l e  f o r  t h e  a n t e  n u p t i a l  
d e b t s  o f  h i s  w i f e  a n y  f u r t h e r  t h a n  a n y  p r o p e r t y  
b r o u g h t  t o  h im b y  h i s  w i f e  u n d e r  s e t t l e m e n t  
e x t e n d e d .

6 .  A m a r r i e d  woman w o u ld  h a v e  t h e  p o w er  o f  m a k i n g  a  
w i l l .  On h e r  d e a t h  i n t e s t a t e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  
s t a t u t e  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a s  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  
p e r s o n a l t y  m u t a t i s  m u t a n d i  w o u ld  a p p l y  t o  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  w i f e .

7 . The r i g h t s  o f  s u c c e s s i o n  b e t w e e n  h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e ,  
w h e t h e r  a s  t o  r e a l  o r  p e r s o n a l  e s t a t e ,  t o  c u r t e s y  
o r  d o w e r ,  w o u ld  b e  f r a m e d  o n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e q u a l  
j u s t i c e  t o  e a c h  p a r t y . 85

The R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Law Amendment S o c i e t y  and  t h e  

p e t i t i o n  c a m p a i g n  w e re  c o n s i d e r e d  an d  a p p l a u d e d  i n  t h e  

O c t o b e r  1856  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w . The w r i t e r  n o t e d  t h a t
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G r e a t  B r i t a i n  was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  t o  c o n s i d e r  a  p r o p o s e d  

a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w s  o f  p r o p e r t y .  T h i s  e x p e r i m e n t  h a d  

a l r e a d y  b e g u n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The 

a r t i c l e  d i s m i s s e d  c h a r g e s  t h a t  " t h e  Law Amendment S o c i e t y  

i s  g ro w n  ' g a l l a n t , 1 t h a t  t h e  ' i n s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  women' 

w i l l  a r r e s t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n , "  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t

a p p r o a c h i n g  s o  s e r i o u s  a  t o p i c  i n  f l i p p a n t  t o n e s ,  " c a n n o t
86m e r i t  a  s e r i o u s  a n s w e r  i n  t h i s  j o u r n a l . "  I t s  c l o s i n g  

p a r a g r a p h s  e c h o e d  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women 

n o t i n g  t h e  h a r m f u l  e f f e c t  o f  o v e r l e g i s l a t i o n  an d  

d e s c r i b i n g  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e f o r m  t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s  a s  p a r t  

o f  a  c o n t i n u i n g  c a m p a i g n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a n t i q u a t e d  o r  

i l l - c o n c e i v e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  O p p o n e n t s  o f  m a r r i a g e  l a w  

r e f o r m  w e r e  d i s m i s s e d  a s  a l a r m i s t s  who o p p o s e d  a l l
Q rp

i n n o v a t i o n  o r  i m p ro v e m e n t  i n  l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .

The o p p o s i t i o n  was b e c o m i n g  m ore  v o c a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  

an d  i t  was t h e i r  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

f a m i l y  w h i c h  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  m a r r i e d  w o m e n ' s  p r o p e r t y  

c a m p a i g n  an d  f i n a l l y  d e f e a t e d  t h e  r e f o r m  a t t e m p t s  o f  I 856  

a n d  I 8 5 7 . When i n  J u n e  I 8 5 6 , S i r  E r s k i n e  P e r r y  i n t r o d u c e d  

a  m o t i o n  i n  Commons s t a t i n g ,  " t h e  r u l e s  o f  Common Law 

w h i c h  g i v e  a l l  t h e  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  o f  a  woman i n  

m a r r i a g e ,  an d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  p r o p e r t y  a n d  e a r n i n g s ,  

t o  t h e  h u s b a n d ,  a r e  u n j u s t  i n  p r i n c i p l e  and  i n j u r i o u s  i n
00

t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n , "  t h e  S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  

s t i n g i n g  s a t i r e :
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T h e r e  i s  a  p e r f e c t  r a g e  f o r  A c t s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  
r e d r e s s  a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  s o c i a l  an d  d o m e s t i c  m i s e r i e s  
o f  human l i f e . . . T h e r e  i s  a  B i l l  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  
s a l e  o f  d i r t y  h o o k s ,  a  B i l l  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a d u l t e r ­
a t i o n . . . a n d  t h e  B i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  L o r d  Raynham t o  
p r e v e n t  c r u e l t y  t o  a n i m a l s , w h ic h  w i l l  p u t  a  s t o p  t o  
l i v e - b a i t  f i s h i n g  a n d  g a l l o p i n g  a  h o r s e  t o  a  r a i l w a y  
s t a t i o n .  And f i n a l l y  t h e r e  i s  S i r  E r s k i n e  P e r r y ' s  
B i l l  f o r  r e d r e s s i n g  a l l  t h e  h i t c h e s  w h i c h  o c c u r  a b o u t  
money m a t t e r s  b e t w e e n  m a r r i e d  p e o p l e . 89

H a v i n g  r e d u c e d  t h e  i s s u e  t o  a  r i d i c u l o u s  t r i v i a l i t y ,  t h e  

m a g a z i n e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  show how d a n g e r o u s  a n y  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  

l a w s  o f  p r o p e r t y  w o u ld  be  f o r  s o c i e t a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  p o r ­

t r a y i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  s a n c t i t y  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  vows a s  

u n d e r  s i e g e .  The women r e f o r m e r s  w e re  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  

u n n a t u r a l  members  o f  t h e i r  s e x .  D u r i n g  t h e  b r i e f  

d e b a t e  i n  Commons, t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  S i r  A l e x a n d e r  

C o c k b u r n ,  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  P e r r y ' s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  common l a w  

a n d  e q u i t y  s h o u l d  b e  made l e s s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  H ow ev e r ,  

h e  u r g e d  P e r r y  t o  w i t h d r a w  h i s  a b s t r a c t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  s o  

t h a t  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  m i g h t  p r e p a r e  a  m ore  c o n c r e t e  p r o p o s a l  

f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n .  The o p p o s i t i o n  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w  was d u p l i c a t e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  d e b a t e s  i n  Commons. Mr. T. Cham bers  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

g e n e r a l  f e a r ,  when h e  c a u t i o n e d :

No d o u b t  t h e  e v i l s  w h i c h  now e x i s t e d  r e q u i r e d  r em e d y  
a n d  o u g h t  t o  b e  a t t e n d e d  t o ,  b u t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  i n t o  
e v e r y  h o u s e  i n  E n g l a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s e p a r a t e  
r i g f r t s , s e p a r a t e  i n t e r e s t s ,  an d  a  s e p a r a t e  l e g a l  
e x i s t e n c e  b e t w e e n  man a n d  w i f e ,  was t o  n u l l i f y  and 
d e s t r o y  t h e  l a w  o f  m a r r i a g e  a l t o g e t h e r , a s  f a r  a s  
r e g a r d e d  i t s  s a c r e d n e s s  an d  s a n c t i t y . 90

P e r r y  a g r e e d  t o  w i t h d r a w  h i s  m o t i o n ,  u r g i n g  t h a t  t h e
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G o v e rn m en t  n o t  d e l a y  t o o  l o n g  "be fo re  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  

p r o m i s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

As e a r l y  a s  t h i s  f i r s t  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e b a t e  on  

m a r r i e d  w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  s p e c t e r  o f  a n o t h e r  b i l l  r o s e  

t o  h a u n t  i t s  a d v o c a t e s .  The M a r r i a g e  an d  D i v o r c e  B i l l  was 

a l r e a d y  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  seem ed  f r o m  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  t o  u n d e r c u t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  M a r r i e d  

Women's  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  d e b a t e r ' s  o n  P e r r y ' s  

m o t i o n  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  d i v o r c e  r e f o r m ,  t h e i r  s t a t e ­

m e n t s  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  s u c h  r e f o r m  

w o u ld  s o l v e  a l l  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  o f  m a r r i e d  women. Mr. J . G .  P h i l l i m o r e  

n o t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  d e b a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  n e e d  f o r  some 

r e f o r m  o f  t h e  d i v o r c e  l a w ,  b u t  w a r n e d  a g a i n s t  w e a k e n i n g  

t h e  " i d e a l i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t "  b e t w e e n  h u s b a n d  an d  w i f e .  

" N o t h i n g  c o u l d  be  m ore  f r i g h t f u l  t h a n  t o  t e a c h  w i v e s  t h a t  

t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  w e r e  o n  one  s i d e  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  

h u s b a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r . T h e  S o l i c i t o r  G e n e r a l ,  S i r  

R i c h a r d  B e t h e l l ,  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  he  c o n s i d e r e d  a  

M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y  B i l l  a  s e c o n d a r y  i s s u e .  He 

d i s m i s s e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  a c t  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  

i n s t e a d  t h a t  when t h e  M a r r i a g e  a n d  D i v o r c e  B i l l  f i n a l l y  

came t o  t h e  H ouse  o f  Commons i t  m i g h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n s e r t

a  p r o v i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  m a r r i e d  women who
92h a d  b e e n  d e s e r t e d  b y  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .

D e s p i t e  i t s  b r e v i t y ,  t h i s  f i r s t  r a t h e r  t e n t a t i v e
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p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  o f  m a r r i e d  women s t i m u l a t e d  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n .

An a r t i c l e  s u p p o r t i n g  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l a w s  a p p e a r e d  

i n  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v ie w  i n  J a n u a r y  1 8 5 7 .  The a u t h o r  

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a w s  g o v e r n i n g  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  

i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a l l  women, m a r r i e d  o r  s i n g l e ,  

s i n c e  f a t h e r s  e d u c a t e d  a l l  d a u g h t e r s  w i t h  m a r r i a g e  i n  

m in d ,  an d  t h e r e f o r e ,  saw no r e a s o n  t o  w a s t e  t i m e  t e a c h i n g  

them  p r a c t i c a l  o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k i n g .  The " d e c o n s i d e r a ­

t i o n "  o f  women was c a r e f u l l y  d e t a i l e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  

w h ic h  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  w a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e  o b v i o u s  i n j u s t i c e

i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l a w s  w e a k e n e d  t h e  e n t i r e  l e g a l  f o u n d a t i o n
93u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  n a t i o n  o p e r a t e d .  v I n  t h a t  same m o n th  S i r  

E r s k i n e  P e r r y ,  a n x i o u s  t o  k e e p  t h e  i s s u e  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c ,  

p u b l i s h e d  " R i g h t s  a n d  L i a b i l i t i e s  o f  H u sb a n d  a n d  W i f e , "  

i n  t h e  E d i n b u r g h  R e v i e w . P e r r y  r e c a l l e d  L o r d  L y n d h u r s t ' s  

r e m a r k  i n  t h e  H ouse  o f  L o r d s  t h a t  9 / 1 0  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e s  

c e l e b r a t e d  i n  E n g l a n d  w e re  c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h o u t  m a r r i a g e  

s e t t l e m e n t s .  He e m p h a s i z e d  i n  p r i n t ,  a s  h e  h ad  i n  d e b a t e ,  

t h e  h a r s h n e s s  o f  t h e  common l a w  t o  a l l  t h o s e  m a r r i e d  

women u n p r o t e c t e d  b y  m a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  d r a m a t i z i n g  

h i s  p o i n t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s .  He c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  

a  s t r o n g l y  w o rd ed  p l e a  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  c h a n g e  o f  t h e  l a w ,  

p e r h a p s  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t o  t h e  G o v e rn m en t  o f  i t s  p r o m i s e  

t o  i n t r o d u c e  a  m o t i o n  i n  t h e  co m in g  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

s e s s i o n . '
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The G o v e rn m e n t  m o t i o n  n e v e r  cam e ,  a n d  o n  May 14-, 1857

P e r r y  s t o o d  i n  Commons t o  v o i c e  h i s  r e g r e t  a t  t h e  d e l a y

a n d  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  he c o u l d  w a i t  no l o n g e r .  He t h e n

i n t r o d u c e d  a  h i l l  t o  amend t h e  l a w  o f  p r o p e r t y  a s  i t

a f f e c t e d  m a r r i e d  women w h i c h  was a  d e t a i l e d  p r o g r a m  f o r

r e f o r m  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  p u t  f o r w a r d  i n  t h e

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Law Amendment S o c i e t y ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 6 .

P u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .

P u n ch  r e p o r t e d  t h e  d a y ' s  e v e n t s :  "The p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  t h e

L o r d s  w e re  s t r i c t l y  u n i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  h a d  o n l y  t h e  m e r i t  o f

b e i n g  s h o r t ,  i n  t h e  o t h e r  House  Women's  W rongs  came u p ,  a n d
9 4o f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  was a  good  d e a l  o f  l a u g h t e r . " 7-' P e r r y ' s  

b i l l  g o t  no f u r t h e r  t h a n  i t s  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g ,  p r i m a r i l y  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  p a s s a g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  House 

o f  t h e  M a r r i a g e  a n d  D i v o r c e  B i l l ,  w h i c h  s u c c e e d e d  i n  

g a i n i n g  g r e a t e r  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a n d  s u p p o r t .  C a r o l i n e  

N o r t o n ,  who h a d  r e f u s e d  t o  j o i n  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ' s  e f f o r t s ,  

h ad  c h o s e n  i n s t e a d  t o  w ork  f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a  M a r r i a g e  

and  D i v o r c e  B i l l  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  am endm en ts  d e s i g n e d  t o  

a l l e v i a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  women l i v i n g  a p a r t  f ro m  t h e i r  

h u s b a n d s .

The d i v o r c e  b i l l ,  w hose  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  was t o  

make d i v o r c e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  a  s p e c i a l  a c t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  

was much m ore  p a l a t a b l e  t h a n  a n y  s u g g e s t e d  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  

l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women. The " N o r t o n  Amendments"  w e re  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  b i l l ,  w h i c h  p a s s e d  i n t o  l a w  i n  1857*
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C l a u s e  t w e n t y - f i v e  o f  t h e  D i v o r c e  a n d  M a t r i m o n i a l  C a u s e s

A c t  o f  1857  r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :

I n  e v e r y  c a s e  o f  a  j u d i c i a l  s e p a r a t i o n  t h e  w i f e  s h a l l ,
f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  an d  w h i l s t  t h e  
s e p a r a t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e ,  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  ' f e m e  
s o l e '  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h e r  p r o p e r t y  o f  e v e r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  
w h i c h  s h e  may a c q u i r e  o r  w h i c h  may come t o  d e v o l v e  
u p o n  h e r . 96

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  I 8 5 8 , t h e  D i v o r c e  an d  M a t r i m o n i a l  

C a u s e s  Amendment A c t  was p a s s e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h  " e v e r y  

w i f e  d e s e r t e d  b y  h e r  h u s b a n d  may a p p l y  t o  t h e  j u d g e  

o r d i n a r y  f o r  a n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  a n y  money o r  p r o p e r t y  

i n  E n g l a n d  s h e  may h a v e  a c q u i r e d  o r  may a c q u i r e  b y  h e r  own
an

l a w f u l  i n d u s t r y . " 7 ' By r e l i e v i n g  t h e  w o r s t  h a r d s h i p s  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  m a r r i e d  women, t h e  d i v o r c e  a c t

e f f e c t i v e l y  e l i m i n a t e d  S i r  E r s k i n e  P e r r y ' s  M a r r i e d

Women's  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .

The p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  D i v o r c e  a n d  M a t r i m o n i a l  C a u s e s  

A c t  i n  1857  was a  d e c i s i v e  b r e a k  w i t h  t h e  p a s t .  The m a i n  

o b j e c t  o f  t h e  a c t  was t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  new C o u r t  f o r  

D i v o r c e  a n d  M a t r i m o n i a l  C a u s e s  t o  w h i c h  was t r a n s f e r e d  

a l l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h e n  e x e r c i s e d  i n  m a t r i m o n i a l  m a t t e r s  by  

t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s  i n  E n g l a n d .  The p r i m e  p u r p o s e  

o f  t h e  a c t  was t o  make t h e  c i v i l  s y s t e m  o f  d i v o r c e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  H ouse  o f  L o r d s  i n  1697  ( t h e  P r i v a t e

A c t  P r o c e d u r e )  more  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e .  I t  a l t e r e d  t h e
98

p r o c e d u r e  b u t  d i d  n o t  i n t r o d u c e  a n y  new p r i n c i p l e s . 7 I t  

made t h e  d i v o r c e  p r o c e d u r e  a f f o r d a b l e  a n d  l e s s  cum bersom e  

b u t  d i d  n o t  c h a n g e  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n .  The c a s e s
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w h i c h  a r o u s e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p u b l i c  s y m p a t h y  had  b e e n  d e a l t

w i t h ,  w h i l e  more  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  l a w  was v i e w e d

w i t h  s u s p i c i o n .  The S a t u r d a y  R e v i e w , a  c o n f i r m e d

o p p o n e n t  o f  a n y  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women

v o i c e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n :  " I n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e

D i v o r c e  B i l l  w h ic h  e m b o d ie s  t h e  o n l y  p a r t s  o f  S i r  E r s k i n e

P e r r y ' s  B i l l  w h ic h  a r e  a t  a l l  r e a s o n a b l e - - t h o s e  w h i c h  d e a l

w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  women l e g a l l y  s e p a r a t e d — i t  w o u ld  be
go

a b s u r d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a b s u r d  and  a b o r t i v e  p r o p o s a l . "

The s o c i a l  c o n s c i e n c e  was n o t  r e a d y  t o  a c c e p t  a n y  

r e a l  c h a n g e  i n  w o m en 's  l e g a l  s t a t u s  a n d  h a v i n g  t o  i t s  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n s u r e d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  i n j u r e d  w i v e s ,  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  a t  a n  e n d .  The m a r r i e d  w om en 's  

p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n  was  o v e r ,  t h e  i s s u e  r e m a i n i n g  l a r g e l y  

i g n o r e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s .  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  a n d  t h e  

M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y  C o m m i t t e e  w e r e  o n l y  b e g i n n i n g ,  

h o w e v e r .  The n e w ly  o r g a n i z e d  w om en 's  movement  t u r n e d  f r o m  

t h i s  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e f e a t  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  w om en 's  

o c c u p a t i o n a l  an d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  The m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  a n d  l a s t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  was 

i t s  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e .  S m i t h  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  l e d  t h a t  g r o u p ,  

h e l p i n g  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  f e m i n i s m .  

The p e t i t i o n  c a m p a i g n  c r e a t e d  a n  i n f o r m a l  n e t w o r k  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w h i c h  p a s s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

a n d  d rew  s y m p a t h e t i c  women t o  Lon d o n  t o  j o i n  r e f o r m  

p r o j e c t s  a f t e r  1 8 5 8 .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  Laws
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C o n c e r n i n g  Women p u b l i s h e d  l a t e  i n  1 8 5 6 , S m i t h  showed h e r  

a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  n u m b e r s  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i f  

women w e re  t o  a f f e c t  c h a n g e  i n  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n .  By no 

means  a  c a l l  t o  a r m s ,  t h e  c o n c l u d i n g  r e m a r k s  i n  t h e  

p a m p h l e t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t s  a u t h o r  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  l a y  w i t h  women 

t h e m s e l v e s ;  i n d e e d  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  

r e f o r m  S m i t h  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  c h a n g e  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  t h e  w i l l  

o f  w o r k i n g  women, a  c o n c e p t  n e v e r  p r e v i o u s l y  a r t i c u l a t e d :  

" I t  o n l y  r e m a i n s  f o r  t h e  w o r k i n g  women who e a r n  money t o  

s a y - - ' T h i s  l a w  i s  a  g r e a t  i n j u s t i c e  t o  u s ,  we w i s h  t o  h a v e  

o u r  own money e a r n i n g s  i n  o u r  own p o w e r , '  an d  t h e  l a w  w i l l  

be  a b o l i s h e d . The  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  women’ s own 

o r g a n i z i n g  e f f o r t s  c o u l d  e f f e c t  l e g a l  an d  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s  h ad  l e d  S m i t h  t o  p l a n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  c a m p a i g n  i n  

1 8 5 5 > b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  h e r  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

f e m i n i s t  c o m m i t t e e  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  The a b o r t i v e  e f f o r t  

on  b e h a l f  o f  m a r r i e d  w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y  r e f o r m  r e p r e s e n t e d  

a  d e c i s i v e  b r e a k  f ro m  t h e  a t t i t u d e  e x p r e s s e d  b y  C h a r l o t t e  

B r o n t e ' -  i n  S h i r l e y  i n  1 8 4 9 -  B r o n t e ' s  d e s p a i r  a t  f e m a l e  

u s e l e s s n e s s ,  e c h o e d  l e s s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  b y  M a r i a  G re y  an d  

E m i l y  S h i r r e f f  i n  T h o u g h t s  on  S e l f - C u l t u r e  i n  1 8 5 1 , was 

d i r e c t e d  a t  men,  i n  a  p l e a  t h a t  t h e y  c h a n g e  w om en 's  r o l e ,  

t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  b e i n g  t h a t  men r e f o r m e d  s o c i e t y  and  b o r e  

t o t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  w om an 's  p l a c e  w i t h i n  i t .  The 

m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n  was a  c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t
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b e t w e e n  men o f  r e f o r m  t e n d e n c i e s  a n d  women who h a d  made 

t h e  f i r s t  a c t i v e  s t e p  t o w a r d  s e l f - e m a n c i p a t i o n .  A l l  

f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  h a l f  c e n t u r y  was a n  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t ,  w h i l e  e v e r y  

e f f o r t  b y  women o n  t h e i r  own b e h a l f  s tem m ed f r o m  B a r b a r a  

S m i t h ' s  e x p r e s s e d  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  women, when o r g a n i z e d  

and  a c t i v e ,  c o u l d  a f f e c t  t h e i r  own d e s t i n y .
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CHAPTER IV

FRIENDSHIPS, MARRIAGE, AND AN AMERICAN JOURNEY

The y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1 8 5 0  a n d  1857  w e re  t u r b u l e n t  f o r  

B a r b a r a  S m i t h  i n  p e r s o n a l  t e r m s . The f e r v o r  w h ic h  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h e r  f e m i n i s t  co m m itm en t  e x t e n d e d  t o  

e m o t i o n a l  a t t a c h m e n t s  an d  a  w id e  v a r i e t y  o f  f r i e n d ­

s h i p s .  D u r i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  P o r t m a n  H a l l  

S c h o o l ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  

c a m p a i g n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w h i l e  s h e  was w r i t i n g  Women a n d  

W o r k , S m i t h  was d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  h e r  p a i n t i n g  an d  

t h e  P r e - R a p h a e l i t e  c i r c l e .  I t  was d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  

t h a t  s h e  m e t  M a r i a n  E v a n s  ( G e o rg e  E l i o t ) ,  w i t h  whom 

s h e  s h a r e d  a  l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d s h i p ,  a s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

f o r  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e i r  r a p p o r t  a s  f o r  t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  

n a t u r e s  o f  t h e  two women. T h e r e  was a  p a i n f u l  i n t e r l u d e  

i n  t h e  m i d - f i f t i e s ,  a  p o i g n a n t  i f  p e c u l i a r  l o v e  a f f a i r  

w i t h  J o h n  Chapman,  e n d i n g  w i t h  c o m p l e t e  m e n t a l  an d  

p h y s i c a l  c o l l a p s e  f o r  S m i t h .  T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  b y  

a  p e r i o d  o f  r e c u p e r a t i o n  i n  A l g i e r s  a n d  m a r r i a g e  

t o  E ugene  B o d i c h o n .  The s c e n a r i o  h ad  m e l o d r a m a t i c  

o v e r t o n e s ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a l l  d r a w n  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  

t h a n  l i f e .  B u t  t h e r e  c a n  be  no u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  S m i t h ,  

t h e  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s t  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m e r ,  w i t h o u t  

some c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  v i b r a n t  y e t  c u r i o u s l y  v u l n e r a b l e
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woman whose c o m p le x  t e m p e r a m e n t  made h e r  a  s t r i k i n g l y  

e f f e c t i v e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h e  w o m en 's  m ovem ent .

W i t h  Anna Mary H o w i t t  an d  B e s s i e  P a r k e s ,  B a r b a r a  

S m i t h  f o r m e d  a  c i r c l e  o f  P r e - R a p h a e l i t e  women.

E l i z a b e t h  S i d d a l  s h a r e d  a  p l a c e  i n  t h a t  c i r c l e .  S i d d a l ,  

whom t h e y  c a l l e d  a  " s t u n n e r , "  s e r v e d  f i r s t  a s  a  m o d e l  f o r  

W a l t e r  D e v e r e l l  a n d  s o o n  becam e R o s s e t t i ' s  m o d e l ,  

p e r s o n a l  p r o t e g e e ,  an d  o b s e s s i o n .

The o r i g i n a l  a im  o f  t h e  P r e - R a p h a e l i t e  b r o t h e r h o o d ,  

t o  p a i n t  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  f r o m  o b s e r v e d  o b j e c t s ,  h a d  d ra w n  

W i l l i a m  an d  Mary H o w i t t  t o w a r d  t h e  c i r c l e  a s  e a r l y  a s
A

1 8 ^ 8 .  I t  was b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h

R o s s e t t i ,  Holman H u n t  a n d  t h e  I r i s h  p o e t  W i l l i a m

A l l i n g h a m  t h a t  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  Anna Mary a n d  h e r  f r i e n d

B a r b a r a  S m i t h  j o i n e d  t h e  c i r c l e .  On a  p a i n t i n g  t r i p  i n

1855  t h e  two y o u n g  women w r o t e  w i t h  p r i d e  t h a t  t h e y  h a d

i n a d v e r t e n t l y  c h o s e n  t h e  v e r y  s i t e  on  t h e  S m i t h ' s  C l i v e

D a l e  f a r m  w h e re  Holman H un t  h ad  p a i n t e d  h i s  s h e e p .  They

w e r e  o v e r j o y e d  a t  f i n d i n g  t r a c e s  o f  h i s  p a i n t  an d
2

t u r p e n t i n e  o n  t h e  t a b l e  w h e re  t h e y  w e re  w o r k i n g .

P a i n t i n g ,  p o e t r y  a n d  s p i r i t - r a p p i n g  o c c u p i e d  them  

d u r i n g  1853  a n d  1 8 5 ^ .  W i t h  h e r  s i s t e r s  Nanny and  B e l l a ,  

Anna Mary H o w i t t ,  B e s s i e  P a r k e s  a n d  C h r i s t i n a  R o s s e t t i ,  

B a r b a r a  S m i t h  f o r m e d  t h e  P o r t f o l i o  C l u b ,  w h i c h  met  

p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  e x h i b i t  s k e t c h e s  and  l i s t e n  t o  p o e t r y  

on  p r e s c r i b e d  t h e m e s .  The c l u b  c o n t i n u e d  m e e t i n g  f o r
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s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a n d  a s  l a t e  a s  1862 S m i t h ,  now Madame 

B o d i c h o n ,  a r r i v e d  f r o m  A l g i e r s  an d  w r o t e  h a p p i l y  t o  

W i l l i a m  A l l i n g h a m  o f  h e r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  

i t s  m e m b e r s . She  h a d  b r o u g h t  a  d r a w i n g  f ro m  A l g i e r s  

t o  p r e s e n t  a t  a  c l u b  m e e t i n g  a n d  c o n f i d e d  t h a t  s h e  

an d  h e r  s i s t e r  Nanny  a l w a y s  l o o k e d  on  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w i t h  p o s s e s s i v e  p r i d e .

D a b b l i n g  i n  w a t e r c o l o r s  o r  p o e t r y  w e re  common

p a s t i m e s  f o r  y o u n g  women o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  i t  w o u ld

b e  i n a c c u r a t e  t o  d i s m i s s  S m i t h ' s  w ork  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t

o f  a  V i c t o r i a n  d i l e t t a n t e .  R o s s e t t i  a d m i r e d  h e r

p a i n t i n g s ,  w h i l e  R u s k i n  s e n t  e n c o u r a g i n g  co m m e n ts .

She  h a d  two shows a t  t h e  F r e n c h  g a l l e r y  i n  Lon d o n

i n  1859  a n d  1 8 6 1 .  G e o rg e  E l i o t  was p l e a s e d  d u r i n g

t h e  f i r s t  show w hen  a n  a r t i s t  f r i e n d ,  F.W. B u r t o n

e x p r e s s e d  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  S m i t h ' s  w o rk .  He t h o u g h t

t h e  l a n d s c a p e s  show ed  t a l e n t  a n d  h a d  many f i n e  q u a l i t i e s
Aj,

d e s p i t e  t h e i r  " w a n t  o f  f i n i s h . "  E v a l u a t i n g  t h e  1861 

show,  t h e  A t h e n a e u m , w h ic h  c o u l d  w r i t e  s c a t h i n g l y  o f  

p o l i t e  l a d i e s '  a r t ,  c o m p l i m e n t e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  

s t y l e  o f  S m i t h ' s  A l g e r i a n  l a n d s c a p e s . A F r e n c h  c r i t i c
6d e s c r i b e d  h e r  a s  t h e  R o sa  B o n h e u r  o f  l a n d s c a p e  p a i n t i n g .  

P a i n t i n g  was e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  S m i t h ' s  s p i r i t u a l  

w e l l - b e i n g ,  b u t  s h e  h ad  d i f f i c u l t y  r e c o n c i l i n g  h e r  

a r t i s t i c  com m itm en t  w i t h  h e r  s o c i a l  a c t i v i s m .  S t r u g g l i n g  

t o  m e e t  a l l  t h e  dem ands  on  h e r  t i m e ,  s h e  c o m p l a i n e d  t o



E l i z a b e t h  M a l l e s o n  o f  h e r  i n n e r  t u r m o i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e r

m a r r i a g e .  S h e  f e l t  a  d u t y  t o  h e r  a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t :  I

s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  a l l  I  h ad  t o  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  e a r n  my

own l i v i n g  b y  p a i n t i n g . . . I  do w i s h  I  h a d  t h r e e  i m m o r t a l

l i v e s .  I  w o u ld  s p e n d  one  o n l y  w i t h  my E u g e n e ,  a n d  t h e
7

o t h e r  two f o r  a r t  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r k . " '  Many y e a r s  l a t e r  

i n  I 8 6 9 , s h e  s t i l l  f e l t  g u i l t y  a t  t h e  j o y  p a i n t i n g  

b r o u g h t  a n d  t h e  t i m e  i t  t o o k  f r o m  s o c i a l  p r o j e c t s .  She  

a d m i t t e d  t o  W i l l i a m  A l l i n g h a m  t h a t  s h e  e n j o y e d  t h e  p r a i s e  

o f  t h e  c r i t i c s .  I t  s o o t h e d  h e r  c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  a l l o w e d  

h e r  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  p a i n t i n g  w h i l e  n e g l e c t i n g  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s .

H o w e v e r ,  i n  1853  l i f e  was o n l y  b e g i n n i n g ,  p r o m i s i n g  

a d v e n t u r e  a n d  g o o d - f e l l o w s h i p  i n  e v e r y  new e x p e r i e n c e .

T h a t  s p r i n g  a n d  summer S m i t h  j o i n e d  R o s s e t t i ,  S i d d a l ,

P a r k e s  a n d  t h e  H o w i t t s , m o t h e r  a n d  d a u g h t e r ,  i n  a  

s e r i e s  o f  s e a n c e s  a t  t h e  H e r m i t a g e ,  t h e  H o w i t t  r e s i d e n c e .  

N i g h t  a f t e r  n i g h t  R o s s e t t i  r e g a l e d  th em  w i t h  g h o s t  s t o r i e s ,  

w h i l e  S m i t h  f i l l e d  t h e i r  e a r s  w i t h  a n e c d o t e s  t o l d  h e r  b y  

L a d y  B y r o n  a b o u t  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h a t  n o b l e w o m a n ' s  m o t h e r  

L a d y  M i l b a n k e  t o  d i s c o v e r  w a t e r  b y  m eans  o f  a  d i v i n i n g  

r o d . ^  S p i r i t u a l i s m  was t h e  l a t e s t  f a d .  A l l  o v e r  E n g l a n d  

s t r a n g e  r a p p i n g s  a n d  b u m p in g s  w e re  h e a r d  i n  t h e  n i g h t . 

P i c t u r e s  f e l l  o f f  w a l l s ,  o b j e c t s  b e g a n  t o  f l o a t  a b o u t  

d r a w i n g  ro o m s  a n d  v o i c e s  came c a l l i n g  f r o m  t h e  d e a d .  On 

May 1853  Mary H o w i t t  w r o t e  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  away o n  a n  

e x t e n d e d  A u s t r a l i a n  v i s i t ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  new p h e n ­

omenon:  "The  g r e a t  t a l k  now i s  M rs .  S to w e  a n d  s p i r i t -
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r a p p i n g ,  b o t h  o f  w h ic h  h a v e  a r r i v e d  i n  E n g l a n d . " " ^  The

phenom enon  was p o p u l a r  among a l l  c l a s s e s  an d  s e c t s .

Members o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  U n i t a r i a n s  an d

F r e e t h i n k e r s  o f  H o w i t t ' s  a c q u a i n t a n c e  h a d  a l l  become

i n f e c t e d  b y  t h e  m y s t i c  s p i r i t .  E v e n  R o b e r t  Owenihad

made a  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  o f  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  s p i r i t s .

She  w r o t e  t h a t  A n n a ' s  f r i e n d  B a r b a r a  was d e e p  i n  a n

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  o c c u l t

S p i r i t u a l i s m  was a m u s i n g  a n d  p i q u e d  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n ,

b u t  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  was n o t  o v e rw h e lm e d  b y  t h e  f a d .  W h i l e

Anna H o w i t t  r e m a i n e d  a  b e l i e v e r  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  1 8 6 2 ,

s c i e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e i r  o l d  f a m i l y  f r i e n d

P r o f e s s o r  M i c h a e l  F a r a d a y  p r e v e n t e d  a n y  o f  t h e  S m i t h s

f r o m  s u c c u m b in g  e n t i r e l y  t o  s p i r i t u a l  s p e c u l a t i o n .

Y e a r s  l a t e r  E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n  becam e c o m p l e t e l y  c a u g h t

up  b y  s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  b u t  h i s  w i f e  r e m a i n e d  immune,  c u r e d

b y  h e r  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e .  W i l l i a m  R o s s e t t i  r e p o r t e d  i n

M arch  1870  t h a t  s h e  r e j e c t e d  s p i r i t u a l i s m  a n d  h a d  no

d e f i n i t e  b e l i e f  i n  o r  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f
12t h e  d i s e m b o d i e d  s o u l .

S t u d i e s  o f  t h e  o c c u l t  p r o v i d e d  d i v e r s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  

l i f e  o f  a r t ,  i n  p a i n t i n g ,  b u i l d i n g  an d  f u r n i t u r e  d e s i g n  

a b s o r b e d  a n d  f i r e d  S m i t h ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n .  She  d e v o t e d  a  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  sum t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  c o u n t r y  h o u s e .

A f o r e r u n n e r  o f  W i l l i a m  M o r r i s '  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  

V i c t o r i a n  f u s s i n e s s ,  S c a l a n d s  c o t t a g e  i n  R o b e r t s b r i d g e ,
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n e a r  t h e  H a s t i n g s  homes o f  o t h e r  S m i t h s ,  was s i m p l e  

a n d  u n c l u t t e r e d .  I t  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  a n  o l d  

S u s s e x  m anor  h o u s e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  Norman C o n q u e s t .  

The f r o n t  d o o r  o p e n e d  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  t h e  l i v i n g - r o o m ,  

w h i c h  was h e a t e d  a n d  d o m i n a t e d  b y  a n  o p e n  b r i c k  f i r e p l a c e .  

I t  becam e t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r  w eekend  g u e s t s  t o  s i g n  t h e  

s i d e s  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e y  l e f t .  The c o t t a g e  

d e f i e d  V i c t o r i a n  t a s t e .  S m i t h  c a l l e d  i t  a  p r o t e s t  

a g a i n s t  " V i c t o r i a n  w o r s h i p  o f  s m u g n e s s  and  p r e t e n t i o u s
13

c o m f o r t . "  ^  The w a l l s  w e r e  l i n e d  w i t h  p l a i n  w h i t e  b o o k ­

s h e l v e s  a n d  t h e  f l o o r s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  p l a i n  m a t t i n g .  T a b l e s  

w e re  o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  b o w ls  o f  w i l d f l o w e r s  a n d  p a l e t t e s  an d  

b r u s h e s .  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  e v e r y  s h e l f  an d  c a b i n e t  was 

f i l l e d  w i t h  S m i t h ' s  f a m o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b l u e  a n d  w h i t e  

A l g e r i a n  p o t t e r y  o r  s t o c k e d  w i t h  e m b r o i d e r e d  A ra b  v e s t s  

a n d  b u r n o o s e s .  S c a l a n d s  s a t  o n  a  h i l l  i n  a  p in e w o o d  

c l e a r i n g  a n d  i t s  e n v i r o n s  h y p n o t i z e d  W i l l i a m  an d  Mary 

H o w i t t ,  who v i s i t e d  i n  A p r i l  1 8 6 ^ .  T h e y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  

woods and  f l o w e r s  and  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  homes o f  S m i t h ' s  

f a t h e r  an d  b r o t h e r s  i n  i d y l l i c  t e r m s .  N e a r l y  t w e n t y  

y e a r s  l a t e r  Mary  H o w i t t  r e m e m b e re d  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e

p l a c e  a n d  w r o t e  w i t h  n o s t a l g i c  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  s p r i n g
16s h e  an d  h e r  h u s b a n d  h ad  s p e n t  t h e r e . v

S i m p l e  c o m f o r t  i n  a  c o u n t r y  s e t t i n g ,  a  p l a c e  t o  

r e t r e a t  a n d  r e s t o r e  o n e ' s  h e a l t h  o r  s p i r i t .  W e a l t h  

a l l o w e d  S m i t h  t o  i n d u l g e  h e r s e l f  i n  S c a l a n d s .  A t  a
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t i m e  when m o s t  y o u n g  women r a r e l y  s p e n t  a  moment 

u n c h a p e r o n e d ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a  s i n g l e  y o u n g  woman 

p l a n n i n g  f o r  a n d  s p e n d i n g  h e r  in co m e  on  a  w eekend  

home was f r o w n e d  u p o n .  H e r  f a m i l y  s u p p o r t e d  S m i t h ' s  

p r o j e c t .  T h e y  p e r m i t t e d  h e r  p r i v a c y  an d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  

d e s p i t e  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  f r i e n d s .  S i m p l i c i t y  

was t h e  h a l l m a r k  o f  h e r  l i f e  t h e r e .  I n d e e d ,  R o s s e t t i  

g e n t l y  mocked h e r  s p a r t a n  h a b i t s  d u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  

i n  M arch  1870s  " B a r b a r a  d o e s  n o t  i n d u l g e  i n  b e l l - p u l l s , 

h a r d l y  i n  s e r v a n t s  t o  summon t h e r e b y - - s o  I  h a v e  b r o u g h t  

my own. What s h e  d o e s  a f f e c t  i s  a n y  am ount  o f  t h o r o u g h  

d r a u g h t .

S m i t h ,  h e r s e l f  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  a  

w e a l t h y  home,  i n d u l g e d  h e r  s e n s e  o f  humor a n d  s o c i a l  

j u s t i c e  b y  e n t e r t a i n i n g  r i c h  an d  p o o r  g u e s t s  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t l y .  S i n c e  s h e  e n j o y e d  p l a i n  l i v i n g  a n d  was 

u n t r o u b l e d  b y  p h y s i c a l  i n c o n v e n i e n c e ,  s h e  r e f u s e d  t o  

p am p e r  t h e  pompous a n d  f o l l o w e d  t h e  r i g o r o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  

o f  S c a l a n d s  i n  L o n d o n  a n d  l a t e r  i n  A l g i e r s .  She  

e n j o y e d  h e r  g u e s t s '  a m a z e m e n t .  She  p r a c t i s e d  a  r u t h l e s s  

h o u s e h o l d  economy an d  was d e l i g h t e d  when l u n c h  w i t h  D ean  

an d  L a d y  A u g u s t a  S t a n l e y  a n d  G l a d s t o n e  was g r a c e d  b y  a  

c u t  g o o s e b e r r y  p i e ,  d o i n g  d o u b l e  d u t y  a f t e r  d i n n e r  t h e  

n i g h t  b e f o r e .  S h e  b e g a n  a  s e r i e s  o f  " l e g - o f - m u t t o n  

d i n n e r s . "  W h e n ev e r  w e a l t h y  g u e s t s  d i n e d  w i t h  h e r  s h e  

g a v e  th e m  m u t t o n  a n d  p l a i n  f o o d .  B u t  when p o o r  c i v i l  

s e r v a n t s  a n d  s t a r v i n g  a r t i s t s  w e re  i n v i t e d  s h e  made
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1 7c e r t a i n  t h e y  w e r e  s e r v e d  a  s u m p tu o u s  r e p a s t .  ' The

t r a d i t i o n  was n o t  a l w a y s  a c c e p t e d  w i t h  e q u a n i m i t y ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  i t  was h e r  p r a c t i c e  o n  h e r  f i n a l

r o u n d s  o f  c h e c k i n g  t a b l e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  c a r r y  a

b o t t l e  o f  w a t e r  w i t h  h e r  and  h e a v i l y  d i l u t e  t h e  h a l f -
1 ftf i l l e d  d e c a n t e r s  o f  s h e r r y  an d  c l a r e t .

The e a r l y  f i f t i e s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  m ore  t h a n  S m i t h ' s  

a r t i s t i c  a b i l i t y  o r  h o u s e h o l d  e c o n o m i e s .  H er  f r i e n d s h i p  

f o r  R o s s e t t i  an d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  S i d d a l  was 

s p o n t a n e o u s  an d  w h o l e - h e a r t e d .  She  was t o  c h a m p io n  

s o c i e t y ' s  s t r a y s  o f  e v e r y  c l a s s  and  r e l i g i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  

h e r  l i f e .  She  was t d l e r a n t ,  i n  t h e  b e s t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  

w o rd ,  i n  t h e  same m a n n e r  a s  h e r  f a t h e r  a n d  g r a n d f a t h e r  

b e f o r e  h e r .

S i d d a l  was c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l  m o s t  o f  h e r  l i f e .  She  

m o d e le d  f o r  R o s s e t t i ,  was e n g a g e d  t o  h im  f o r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s , f i n a l l y  m a r r i e d  him a n d  d i e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d  

o f  a n  o v e r d o s e  o f  l a u d a n u m .  I n  1 8 5 ^  s h e  was s e r i o u s l y  

i l l .  S m i t h  made many an d  v a r i e d  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t r i p s  

t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  e v e n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  i m p r a c t i c a l  

c o u p l e  t h a t  S i d d a l  s h o u l d  e n t e r  a  n u r s i n g  home r u n  b y  h e r  

f i r s t  c o u s i n  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e .  I n  A p r i l  1 8 5 ^  s h e  

a r r a n g e d  f o r  S i d d a l  t o  s t a y  i n  H a s t i n g s . ^  She  w r o t e  t o  

B e s s i e  P a r k e s  t o  w ork  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  l o d g i n g s ,  

c a u t i o n i n g  P a r k e s  a b o u t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  k e e p i n g  S i d d a l ' s  

m o d e l i n g  c a r e e r  a  s e c r e t :  "She i s  o f  c o u r s e  u n d e r  a  b a n
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h a v i n g  b e e n  a  m o d e l  ( t h o '  o n l y  t o  two P R B 's )  e r g o  do n o t
20m e n t i o n  i t  t o  a n y  o n e . "  S m i t h  h e r s e l f  c a r e d  n o t h i n g  

f o r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m o r a l i t y .  She  w i s h e d  t o  make S i d d a l  

c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  t o  a v o i d  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  g i r l  i n  t h e  

v i l l a g e  t h a t  m i g h t  f o r c e  h e r  t o  g i v e  u p  h e r  c o u n t r y  

r e t r e a t .

R o s s e t t i  b o r r o w e d  money f r o m  A l l i n g h a m  f o r  

t r a i n  t i c k e t s ,  d e p o s i t e d  S i d d a l  i n  H a s t i n g s  a n d  r e t u r n e d  

t o  L o n d o n .  He a s su m e d  t h a t  S m i t h  w o u ld  t a k e  f u l l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  i n v a l i d .  She  g r a d u a l l y  g a i n e d  

s t r e n g t h  an d  b y  t h e  en d  o f  May a f t e r  s e v e r a l  s h o r t  

s t a y s  a t  S c a l a n d s  t h e  c o u p l e  becam e e n g a g e d .  "The
2 i

i n d e f a t i g a b l e  a n d  i n v a l u a b l e "  S m i t h  made n u m ero u s  

p l a n s  f o r  h e r  r e c u p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  c o u p l e  i g n o r e d  h e r  

a d v i c e  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  L o n d o n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r .

The b r i e f  i n t e r l u d e  a b s o r b e d  S m i t h ' s  e n e r g i e s  a s  

f u l l y  a s  a n y  p r o j e c t  s h e  w o u ld  l a t e r  u n d e r t a k e .  A l t h o u g h  

f e m i n i s t  c o n c e r n s  an d  m a r r i a g e  w e a k e n e d  h e r  t i e s  t o  

t h e  P r e - R a p h a e l i t e s ,  i n  1 8 7 0  s h e  p r o v i d e d  s i m i l a r  

s u p p o r t  a n d  a  h a v e n  a t  S c a l a n d s  f o r  R o s s e t t i ,  who was 

b y  t h a t  t i m e  b r o k e n  i n  h e a l t h  and  s p i r i t s  b y  d r u g s  an d  

a l c o h o l .

S i d d a l ' s  y o u n g  b e n e f a c t r e s s  was h e r s e l f  a b o u t  t o  

u n d e r g o  t h e  f i r s t  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  b o u t s  o f  i l l - h e a l t h .  

G lo w in g  good  l o o k s  an d  t h e  t i t i a n e s q u e  a p p e a r a n c e  so  

o f t e n  r e m a r k e d  u p o n  b y  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  m ask e d  h e r  t e n d e n c y
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t o  s u d d e n  s e r i o u s  c o l l a p s e s .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  s u c c e s s  w i t h

P o r t m a n  H a l l  S c h o o l ,  a s  t h e  m a r r i e d  w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y

c a m p a i g n  was g e r m i n a t i n g  i n  h e r  m i n d ,  s h e  becam e i l l

an d  was f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  f o r  Rome t o  r e c u p e r a t e .  R o s s e t t i

wrote Allingham in January 1855 of the shocking news.
S m i t h  h ad  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  a  v i c t i m  o f  weak l u n g s  a n d  was

22o n l y  t h e n  s h o w i n g  s i g n s  o f  r e c o v e r y .  T h i s  f i r s t  i l l n e s s

may h a v e  b e e n  l u n g  d i s e a s e  o r  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  f o r e r u n n e r

o f  t h e  n e r v o u s  c o l l a p s e  t h a t  p r o s t r a t e d  S m i t h  i n  1 8 5 6 .

Im m ersed  i n  a r t  a n d  n u m e ro u s  s o c i a l  p r o j e c t s ,  S m i t h  was

d r i v i n g  h e r s e l f  u n m e r c i f u l l y .  H e r  o p t i m i s m  a n d  e m o t i o n a l

s t r e n g t h  seem ed  u n b o u n d e d  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  s i g n s  o f  w e a k n e s s

s t a r t l e d  h e r  f r i e n d s .  S h e  s u f f e r e d  p e r i o d i c  d e p r e s s i o n

t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  l i f e .

The P r e - R a p h a e l i t e  women, S m i t h ,  P a r k e s  an d

H o w i t t ,  s p e n t  t h e  e a r l y  f i f t i e s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c l a r i f y

p e r s o n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  p o l i t i c a l  c r e d o s .  The i s s u e s  o f  f r e e d o m ,

p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  a n d  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  co n su m e d  th e m

e v e n  m ore  t h a n  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  o f  a r t i s t i c  o r  l i t e r a r y

e x c e l l e n c e .  I f  s p i r i t u a l i s m  t e m p t e d  H o w i t t ,  C a t h o l i c i s m

c o n v i n c e d  h e r  a n d  becam e P a r k e s '  p e r s o n a l  s o l u t i o n  a s  w e l l .

By 1 8 5 ^ ,  H o w i t t ,  b r o u g h t  u p  a  Q u a k e r ,  was " a s  good  a s

a  C a t h o l i c , "  h e r  room  a t  S c a l a n d s  f u l l  o f  c h i n a  C h r i s t s
23h a n g i n g  on  e b o n y  c r o s s e s  an d  f o n t s  f o r  h o l y  w a t e r .

P a r k e s  and  S m i t h  s p e n t  l o n g  h o u r s  d i s c u s s i n g  r e l i g i o n ,  

b u t  C a t h o l i c i s m  d i d  n o t  s a t i s f y  S m i t h ' s  n e e d s .  I n  I 8 6 0 ,  

w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  h e r  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  Nanny was
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s u f f e r i n g  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h ,  s h e  w r o t e

G eo rg e  E l i o t  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s o l a c e  o f f e r e d  b y

C a t h o l i c i s m  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  h e r  own r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h a t

a l t e r n a t i v e .  She  u n d e r s t o o d  h e r  s i s t e r ' s  n e e d  f o r

t h e  c o m f o r t  t h a t  C a t h o l i c  c e r e m o n y  an d  r i t u a l  c o u l d

p r o v i d e .  The r o u t i n e  o f  d a i l y  m a t i n s  a n d  v e s p e r s  a p p e a r e d

t o  h e r  a  h e a l i n g  s o u r c e .  B u t  s h e  r e j e c t e d  P a r k e s '

a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  was t h e  b e s t  a g e n t

f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  o r d e r ,  j u s t i c e  and  a i d  f o r

t h e  p o o r  an d  s i c k .  E v e n  i f  t h e  c h u r c h  w e re  f u l f i l l i n g

t h o s e  o b j e c t s  ( S m i t h  d i d  n o t  f e e l  i t  w a s ) ,  s h e  saw no

r e a s o n  t h a t  some o t h e r  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m i g h t  n o t  do
oh.

s o  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

S m i t h ' s  p e r s o n a l  c r e d o  was a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f

p a g a n i s m  an d  d e e p  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  When q u e s t i o n e d

a b o u t  h e r  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  s h e  d i s m i s s e d  t h e
2 ^i s s u e  b y  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  s h e  was a  S a n i t a r i a n .  J  A 

r a t i o n a l i s t  an d  a  b e l i e v e r  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  an d  

e q u a l i t y ,  b r o u g h t  u p  i n  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  S m i t h  

saw no s i m p l e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  w o r l d ' s  i n j u s t i c e s .  The 

c l e a r e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h e r  b i t t e r s w e e t  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  

f o u n d  i n  a  l e t t e r  s h e  w r o t e  t o  c o m f o r t  h e r  c o u s i n  a t  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  w h a t  n e i t h e r  woman r e a l i z e d  w o u ld  be  

H i l a r y  B o n h a m - C a r t e r ' s f a t a l  i l l n e s s .  B o n h a m - C a r t e r  

was s u f f e r i n g  a  l o s s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  an d  was p r o f o u n d l y  

d e p r e s s e d .  S m i t h  t r i e d  t o  c o m f o r t  h e r  w i t h  t h e  f o r m u l a



166

s h e  h e r s e l f  h a d  come t o  d e p e n d  on :

As I  do n o t  know how b e s t  t o  a n s w e r  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t
c o n s o l a t i o n  w h i c h  I  b e l i e v e  i n  a s  e x i s t i n g  som e­
w h e r e ,  y o u  m u s t  t a k e  t h e  s e c o n d  b e s t ,  on  w h i c h  I  
l i v e  m y s e l f ,  a l w a y s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some way 
o f  s o l v i n g  t h e  r i d d l e  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  w o r l d  w h i c h  
I  c a n n o t  s e e .  I  h a v e  f a i t h ,  b u t  I  am i g n o r a n t ,  and  
do n o t  l i v e  r e l i g i o u s l y .  I f  I  b e a r  t r o u b l e s  a n d  g e t  
o n  i n  l i f e  a t  a l l ,  i t  i s  o n  v e r y  s e c o n d - b e s t  
e x p e d i e n t s  w h i c h  I  do n o t  much r e s p e c t  m y s e l f - - a  
s o r t  o f  r o u g h  wooden  s c a f f o l d  b r i d g e  o f  l i f e  w h e re
some d a y  I  h o p e  t o  s e e  a  p e r f e c t  a r c h .  I  do n o t
u n d e r s t a n d  G o d ' s  ways a t  a l l  i n  t h i s  w o r l d .

P l a n n i n g  e a c h  d a y  s o  t h a t  no t i m e  was l e f t  t o  t h i n k

o f  o n e s e l f  was h e l p f u l .  The d i s c i p l i n e  o f  r o u t i n e

a c t i v i t i e s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  good  f r i e n d s

h a d  o f t e n  b u o y e d  h e r  s p i r i t s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y

o f  f i n d i n g  some way o f  " h a r m o n i z i n g  t h e  w o r l d "  s h e

r e f u s e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t o  c h r o n i c  m e l a n c h o l y .  The

s e n s e  o f  p u b l i c  o b l i g a t i o n  e n g r a i n e d  i n  t h e  S m i t h s

f o r  m ore  t h a n  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  s u s t a i n e d  h e r  an d

p r o v i d e d  a n  o u t l e t  f o r  h e r  z e a l .  She  a g r e e d  w i t h

G e o rg e  E l i o t  t h a t  " t h e  h i g h e s t  c a l l i n g  a n d  e l e c t i o n  i s

t o  do w i t h o u t  op ium  a n d  l i v e  t h r o u g h  a l l  o u r  p a i n  w i t h
27

c o n s c i o u s  c l e a r - e y e d  e n d u r a n c e . "  She  a n d  E l i o t  s p e n t  

l o n g  h o u r s  d i s c u s s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o f  f a i t h  a n d  s h a r i n g  

p e r s o n a l  d o u b t s .

E l i o t  a n d  S m i t h  w e re  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  f o r  n e a r l y  

t h i r t y  y e a r s .  T h e y  e n j o y e d  a  r a r e  i n t u i t i v e  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  one  a n o t h e r .  When i n  1859  "the n o v e l  Adam 

Bede c r e a t e d  a  l i t e r a r y  s e n s a t i o n ,  a l l  London  s p e c u l a t e d
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a b o u t  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  i t s  m y s t e r i o u s  a u t h o r .  From

A l g i e r s  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  E l i o t  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  o n l y

b r i e f  e x t r a c t s .  S h e  was o v e r j o y e d  a n d  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h e r

f r i e n d  m u s t  be  t h e  a u t h o r :  " V e ry  f e w  t h i n g s  c o u l d

h a v e  g i v e n  me s o  much p l e a s u r e .  1 s t  T h a t  a  woman s h o u l d

w r i t e  a  w i s e  a n d  h u m o ro u s  b o o k  w h i c h  s h o u l d  t a k e  a  p l a c e

b y  T h a c k e r a y .  2nd  T h a t  y o u  t h a t  y o u  whom t h e y  s p i t  a t

s h o u l d  do i t !  I  am so  e n c h a n t e d  s o  g l a d  w i t h  t h e  good  a n d
2 8b a d  o f  me! b o t h  g l a d - a n g e l  a n d  d e v i l  b o t h  t r i u m p h ! "

No one  e l s e  g u e s s e d ,  n o n e  h a d  s u p p o r t e d  E l i o t  w i t h

s u c h  o p e n  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  d u r i n g  h e r  y e a r s  o f  s o c i a l  c e n s u r e

an d  s h e  r e s p o n d e d  w a r m ly .  She  t h a n k e d  B o d i c h o n  f o r  h e r

f r i e n d s h i p ,  w h i c h  m e a n t  m ore  t h a n  a l l  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f

p r a i s e  o r  f i n e  r e v i e w s . 2 ^ G e o rg e  H e n r y  Lewes  t o l d

B o d i c h o n  o f  t h e i r  d e l i g h t  t h a t  s h e  h a d  known i n s t i n c t i v e l y

o f  E l i o t ' s  a u t h o r s h i p :  "You a r e  t h e  p e r s o n  o n  w hose

s y m p a th y  we b o t h  c o u n t e d ,  a n d  o n l y  j u s t  e s c a p e d  h a v i n g

t h e  s e c r e t  c o n f i d e d  t o  y o u  b e f o r e  you  w e n t ,  b u t  we a r e
30g l a d  y o u  f o u n d  i t  o u t  f o r  y o u r s e l f !

I n  J u n e  1 8 5 9  B o d i c h o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d ,  w h e re  

s p e c u l a t i o n  a b o u t  Adam Bede c o n t i n u e d .  She  was r e v o l t e d  

b y  t h e  s a v a g e  r e a c t i o n  t o  r u m o r s  t h a t  M a r i a n  E v a n s  was 

G eo rg e  E l i o t .  S h e  a g o n i z e d  a f t e r  a  r e c e p t i o n  w h e re  s h e  

was t o l d  t h a t  i f  t h e  f a c t  h a d  b e e n  known when t h e  b o o k  

was p u b l i s h e d ,  e v e r y  n e w s p a p e r  c r i t i c  w o u ld  h a v e  condem ned  

i t .  Lewes  an d  E l i o t ' s  e x t r a m a r i t a l  l i v i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t  

r e m a i n e d  a  s o c i a l  s t i g m a  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t a l e n t .
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She  w r o t e  E l i o t  t h a t  a l l  r e s p e c t a b l e  p e o p l e  w e r e  c o w a r d s .

She  was b i t t e r  a t  s o c i e t a l  h y p o c r i s y  a n d  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

m o s t  women w e r e  j e a l o u s  o f  E l i o t ' s  a b i l i t y .

E l i o t ,  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  h e r  " e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n , "

d i s m i s s e d  h o l l o w  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  t h a n k e d  B o d i c h o n

f o r  h e r  u n s e l f i s h  f r i e n d s h i p :  " I  w i l l  n o t  c a l l  y o u  a

f r i e n d - - I  r a t h e r  c a l l  y o u  b y  some name t h a t  I  am n o t

o b l i g e d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  e v a p o r a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n s  an d

p e t t y  e g o i s m .  I  w i l l  c a l l  y o u  o n l y  B a r b a r a ,  t h e  name I
32m u s t  a l w a y s  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  a  t r u e  l a r g e  h e a r t . C l e a r l y  

t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  o v e r  a  l i f e t i m e  was b a s e d  

u p o n  s h a r e d  c o n v i c t i o n s  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  e m p a th y  o v e r r i d i n g  

t h e  s e e m i n g  c o n t r a s t  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r e s .  As l a t e  a s  1869  

C h a r l e s  N o r t o n  w r o t e  o f  E l i o t  a s  a n  o b j e c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  

an d  c u r i o s i t y  t o  s o c i e t y ,  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  s o c i a l  p a r i a h :

"She  i s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  g e n e r a l  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  women 

who v i s i t  h e r  a r e  e i t h e r  s o  e m a n c i p e e  a s  n o t  t o  m ind  w h a t  

t h e  w o r l d  s a y s  a b o u t  t h e m ,  o r  h a v e  no s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  t o  

m a i n t a i n . B o d i c h o n  h a d  w e a l t h  a n d  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  a b s o l u t e  

c o n t e m p t  f o r  c o n v e n t i o n  an d  d e e p  l o y a l t y  t o  t h o s e  s h e  c a r e d  

f o r .

B o d i c h o n  an d  E l i o t  c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  b e e n  s u p e r ­

f i c i a l l y  m ore  d i f f e r e n t .  The w r i t e r ,  s t o r m y  a n d  i n t r o ­

s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  f e m i n i s t ,  e b u l l i e n t  a n d  u n c e a s i n g l y  c r u ­

s a d i n g .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  im a g e s  t h a t  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  t h e  y e a r s ,  

t h e  s t o c k  d e s c r i p t i o n s  t h a t  do n o t h i n g  t o  e n l i g h t e n  o r
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e x p l a i n .  The p h y s i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  s eem ed  t o  m i r r o r  

t h e  i n n e r  c o n t r a s t .  E l i o t ,  d a r k  an d  p l a i n ,  a  b r o o d i n g  

p r e s e n c e ;  B o d i c h o n ,  g o l d e n  h a i r e d ,  a  s u n l i t  b e a u t y ,  whose 

f a c e  B ro w n in g  t e r m e d  a  b e n e d i c t i o n .  C o u ld  a n y  g r e a t e r  

a n t i t h e s i s  b e  f o u n d ?  The s u r f a c e  c o n t r a s t  b e l i e d  t h e  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e n e a t h .  Two u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  women, t h e y  

w e re  b o t h  f e m i n i s t s  i n  t h e  m o s t  b a s i c  s e n s e ,  t h e  one  a n  

a c t i v e  r e f o r m e r ,  t h e  o t h e r  e x p r e s s i n g  c o n v i c t i o n  t h r o u g h  

h e r  n o v e l s .  The a r t i s t  a n d  t h e  w r i t e r  s p e n t  e n d l e s s  

h o u r s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t a l e n t ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

i t  b r o u g h t  an d  t h e  f a c t  o f  i t s  p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  i n  e v e r y  

human b e i n g .

E l i o t  s u p p o r t e d  B o d i c h o n ' s  f e m i n i s t  c a m p a i g n s  w i t h  

s i g n a t u r e s  o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  She  made no p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e s  

a n d  w r o t e  no t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  m ovem ent ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  h e r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  was t h r o u g h  h e r  n o v e l s .  S h e  a p p r e c i a t e d  

B o d i c h o n 1s d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  a c t i o n :  "The p a r t  o f  t h e  

E p i c u r e a n  g o d s  i s  a l w a y s  a n  e a s y  o n e ;  b u t  b e c a u s e  I  p r e f e r  

i t  so  s t r o n g l y  m y s e l f ,  I  t h e  more  h i g h l y  v e n e r a t e  t h o s e
3i|,

who a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  i n  t h e  t h i c k  o f  t h e  c o n t e s t . " ^

B o d i c h o n  a g r e e d  t h a t  E l i o t  w a s ,  t h r o u g h  h e r  f i c t i o n ,  

m a k in g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h e  w o r l d  c o u l d  e x p e c t .

She b e l i e v e d  t h a t  E l i o t  was one  o f  t h e  women who w o u ld  

i n f l u e n c e  h u m a n i t y  m o s t  d e e p l y .  J

T h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  h a d  b e g u n  i n  J u n e  1852  a t  a n  

e v e n i n g  p a r t y  w h i c h  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  a n d  B e s s i e  P a r k e s
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a t t e n d e d  a t  J o h n  C h a p m a n ' s  home.  I n  1 8 5 1  t h e  handsom e

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v ie w  h a d  i n v i t e d  E l i o t  t o

s h a r e  h i s  home w i t h  w i f e  S u s a n n a h  an d  m i s t r e s s  E l i z a b e t h

T i l l e y .  T i l l e y ' s  j e a l o u s y  o f  C h a p m a n ' s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r

E l i o t  c a u s e d  a n  u p r o a r  w h i c h  s e n t  h e r  b a c k  t o  C o v e n t r y .

She  n e e d e d  a n  o u t l e t  f o r  h e r  l i t e r a r y  t a l e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d

Chapman n e e d e d  w r i t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  a  f e w  m o n th s  l a t e r  s h e

was b a c k  i n  h i s  v o l a t i l e  h o u s e h o l d  i n  t h e  S t r a n d .  H e re

P a r k e s ' m o t h e r  c a l l e d ,  w i s h i n g  t o  m e e t  E l i o t  b e c a u s e  s h e

was t r a n s l a t i n g  s e v e r a l  German v o l u m e s  u n d e r  J o s e p h

P a r k e s '  s p o n s o r s h i p .  B e s s i e  P a r k e s  becam e  f r i e n d l y  w i t h

E l i o t  a n d  o n  J u n e  2 9 ,  1852  b r o u g h t  S m i t h  t o  m e e t  h e r .  E l i o t

was i m p r e s s e d  b y  P a r k e s '  n o b l e - l o o k i n g  f r i e n d  who seem ed

s o  a n x i o u s  t o  make a n  " i n d e l i b l e  i m p r e s s i o n . " - ^  S h o r t l y

a f t e r  t h a t  E l i o t  b e g a n  t o  d i n e  a t  B l a n d f o r d  S q u a r e  an d  i n

J u l y  1853  s h e  w e n t  w i t h  S a r a  H e n n e l l  a n d  S u s a n n a h  Chapman

t o  s p e n d  a  w e ek en d  w i t h  S m i t h  an d  h e r  a u n t  J u l i a  a t
37O c k l e y ,  S u r r e y .

S m i t h  a n d  E l i o t  becam e s u c h  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  

when,  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 5 ^  E l i o t  a n d  Lewes c o n s i d e r e d  

s e t t i n g  u p  h o u s e h o l d  o p e n l y ,  b u t  i l l e g a l l y ,  t h e y  a s k e d  

f o r  h e r  a d v i c e .  L e w e s ,  a l r e a d y  m a r r i e d ,  c o u l d  n o t  i n  

1 8 5 ^  a f f o r d  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r  t h e  A c t  o f  

P a r l i a m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  d i v o r c e .  H i s  w i f e  A gnes  was 

o p e n l y  c o n d u c t i n g  a n  a f f a i r  w i t h  T h o r n t o n  H u n t ,  b u t  

Lewes d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s u e  f o r  a  s e p a r a t i o n
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a n d  t h e n  t o  b r i n g  a n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  H u n t  a s  t h e  l a w

r e q u i r e d .  S m i t h  h e l d  s t r o n g  v i e w s  o n  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  o f

t h e  l a w  w h i c h  made d i v o r c e  p o s s i b l e  o n l y  f o r  t h e  r i c h ,

a n d  h a v i n g  r e c e n t l y  d e p l o r e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  A B r i e f

Summary i n  P l a i n  L a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  M ost  I m p o r t a n t  Laws

o f  E n g l a n d  C o n c e r n i n g  Women, f o u n d  h e r  f r i e n d s  f a c i n g

t h e  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  l e g a l  i n e q u i t y  s h e

h ad  w r i t t e n  a b o u t .  The human d i lem m a  was n o t  e a s i l y

s o l v e d .  Y e a r s  l a t e r  S m i t h  r e c a l l e d  t h e  moment a n d  h e r

own f e e l i n g s :  "What e a r t h l y  r i g h t  h a d  I  t o  a d v i s e  h e r  i n

s u c h  a  c a s e ? . . . I  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e r  own h e a r t  m u s t  d e c i d e ,

an d  t h a t  no m a t t e r  w h a t  h e r  d e c i s i o n  o r  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s

s h o u l d  b e ,  I  w o u ld  s t a n d  b y  h e r  so  l o n g  a s  I  l i v e d .

S m i t h ' s  s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t  was e x p r e s s e d  i n  a  l e t t e r ,

w h i c h  s u r v i v e s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  E l i o t ' s  comment t o  S a r a

H e n n e l l :  " I  s e n d  y o u  a  l e t t e r  w h i c h  I  h a v e  h a d  f r o m

B a r b a r a  S m i t h .  I  t h i n k  y o u  w i l l  l i k e  . t o  s e e  s u c h  a

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  h e r  s t r o n g  n o b l e  n a t u r e .  B u r n  i t
39when y o u  h a v e  r e a d  i t . " ^ '

The summer o f  1 8 5 ^  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n  

e m o t i o n a l  c r i s i s  f o r  B a r b a r a  S m i t h .  S h e  a p p e a r e d  t o  

b e  d u p l i c a t i n g  G e o rg e  E l i o t ' s  e x p e r i e n c e .  She  b e g a n  

a n  a f f a i r  w i t h  J o h n  Chapman,  w hose  l i a i s o n s  w e re  

r e n o w n e d  an d  e v e r c h a n g i n g .  The C hapm ans ,  w i t h  r e s i d e n t  

m i s t r e s s  E l i z a b e t h  T i l l e y ,  moved t o  ^3 B l a n d f o r d  S q u a r e  

i n  J u l y  1 8 5 ^ .  On J u l y  14- E l i o t  r e p o r t e d  t o  B e s s i e  P a r k e s
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t h a t  J u l i a  S m i t h  was t o  b e  t h e i r  l o d g e r . ^ 0 Chapman 

a n d  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  saw o n e  a n o t h e r  c o n s t a n t l y  u n t i l  

t h e i r  a f f a i r  r e a c h e d  i t s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f i n a l e  a b o u t  a  

y e a r  l a t e r .  A s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  w h ic h  he  w r o t e  t o  h e r  

b e t w e e n  A u g u s t  8 a n d  S e p t e m b e r  2 2 ,  1 8 5 5  s u r v i v e ,  

r e v e a l i n g  t h e i r  p l a n  t o  f o r m  a n  e x t r a m a r i t a l  u n i o n .

N o t  y e t  a  d o c t o r ,  Chapman h a d  no h e s i t a t i o n  i n  

p r e s c r i b i n g  f o r  S m i t h ,  who s u f f e r e d  f r o m  i r r e g u l a r  

m e n s t r u a l  c y c l e s  a n d  o t h e r  " f e m a l e  c o m p l a i n t s . "  H i s  

l e t t e r s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  i n t r i c a t e  s c h e m e s  t o  p r e v e n t  

t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  b e i n g  d i s c o v e r e d .  I n d e e d ,  h i s  p l a n s  t e n d  

t o w a r d  t h e  o v e r e l a b o r a t e  p r e c a u t i o n  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  F r e n c h  

f a r c e .  He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  S m i t h  m a i l  h e r  l e t t e r s  i n  

e n v e l o p e s  a d d r e s s e d  b y  a  t h i r d  p a r t y  (Anna Mary H o w i t t )  

so  t h a t  s u s p i c i o n  m i g h t  b e  a v o i d e d .

I n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1855» S m i t h  s u f f e r e d  t h e  

c o l l a p s e  w h i c h  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  t r i p  t o  Rome. I t  was 

a p p a r e n t l y  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  a s  much a s  p h y s i c a l  

b r e a k d o w n ,  c a u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  

h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Chapman.  H i s  l e t t e r s  a r e  t h e  

w r i t i n g  o f  a n  e g o m a n ia c  an d  w h i l e  we h a v e  none  o f  h e r  

r e p l i e s ,  t h e  a f f a i r  i s  v i v i d l y  p o r t r a y e d  i n  w h a t  G o rd o n  

H a i g h t  h a s  a p t l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a  " s i n g u l a r  m e l a n g e  o f  

l o v e - m a k i n g ,  p e t t y  e c o n o m i e s  a n d  q u i t e  u n p r i n t a b l e  

c l i n i c a l  d e t a i l s . " ^ 1 I n  a  s i n g u l a r l y  u n v i c t o r i a n  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f e m i n i n e  h y g i e n e ,  t h e  l e t t e r s  p r e s c r i b e  a
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c o u r s e  o f  h i p - b a t h s  a n d  h o r s e h a i r  s o c k s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a

r e g u l a r  " f l o w , "  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  p a r a g r a p h  b y

s u b l i m e  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  l o v e .  On A u g u s t  2 2 ,  1855

Chapman b e g a n  a  l e t t e r  i n  t o n e s  o f  s e l f l e s s  s p i r i t u a l

r e n u n c i a t i o n :  " N e v e r  l e t  me e n c u m b e r  y o u r  s p i r i t  o r

v i o l a t e  y o u r  s o u l ' s  f r e e d o m  f o r  one  h o u r . . . a b o v e  a l l

t h i n g s  do n o t  c l e a v e  t o  me f o r  a  d a y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f
Ll2s h i e l d i n g  me f r o m  s u f f e r i n g . "  He t u r n e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  

t o  t h e  e a r t h l y  p l a n e ,  e n d i n g  w i t h  a n  u n r o m a n t i c  

a d m o n i t i o n :  " I  u r g e d  y o u  t o  p a y  e s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

y o u r  b o w e l s ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  t e l l  y o u  w h a t  t o  t a k e ;  I  now 

e n c l o s e  a  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  some a p e r i e n t  p i l l s  w h i c h
Al t

w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  t h e  i r o n  an d  t h e  b a t h . "  y  He w e n t  s o  

f a r  o n  one  o c c a s i o n  a s  t o  w r i t e  t o  a  p h y s i c i a n  u s i n g  

h i s  w i f e  S u s a n n a h ' s  name,  d e s c r i b i n g  S m i t h ' s  symptoms 

a n d  a s k i n g  f o r  m e d i c a l  a d v i c e .

By t h e  end  o f  A u g u s t  1855  "the c o u p l e  was c o n ­

s i d e r i n g  p l a n s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  l i f e  t o g e t h e r .  

Chapman s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  w i s e s t  f o r  h im t o  

m a i n t a i n  a  " n o m i n a l "  home w i t h  S u s a n n a h ,  w h e re  he  w o u ld  

s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  h e r  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

S m i t h  s h o u l d  a n n o u n c e  h e r  p l a n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  him t o  h e r  

f a m i l y :  "You w o u ld  t h e n  m a i n t a i n  y o u r  r i g h t  an d  e q u a l  

r e l a t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e m ,  a n d  w o u ld  b e  a b l e  w i t h o u t  f e a r  

a n d  u n d u e  a n x i e t y  a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  t o  b e  r e a l l y  u n i t e d  w i t h  me a n d  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d
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w i t h  j o y o u s  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t o  'becom ing  a  M o t h e r . " ^

How t h i s  l a s t  was t o  h e  a c h i e v e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  

k n o w in g  was n o t  e x p l a i n e d .  Chapman d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  

p l a n  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a n d  t o l d  S m i t h  t h a t  S u s a n n a h  f e l t  

" u n s e t t l e d ” b y  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  He a s s u r e d  S m i t h ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  S u s a n n a h  d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  s o  much t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

a s  t o  i t s  b e c o m i n g  p u b l i c  k n o w le d g e

M i n g l e d  w i t h  l o v e  an d  m e d i c i n e ,  r e m a r k s  i n  

C h a p m a n ' s  l e t t e r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  S m i t h ' s  w e a l t h  was no 

s m a l l  s t i m u l u s  t o  h i s  d e v o t i o n .  H a v i n g  u n d e r g o n e  

b a n k r u p t c y ,  h e  was i n  c h r o n i c  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

H i s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  S m i t h ' s  f i n a n c e s  w e r e  a s  d e t a i l e d  

a s  t h o s e  a b o u t  h e r  p h y s i c a l  sy m p to m s .  He made c a r e f u l  

i n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  h e r  in co m e  a n d  p r o s p e c t s .  On S e p t e m b e r  k- 

he  c o u l d  n o t  r e f r a i n  f r o m  e x h i b i t i n g  some d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  

o v e r  t h e  s i z e  o f  h e r  r e s o u r c e s :  "You h a v e  a t  p r e s e n t  

l e s s  money a n d  e x p e c t  f i n a l l y  t o  h a v e  m ore  t h a n  I  h a d  

b e e n  l e d  t o  s u p p o s e .  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  h a d  n o w <£250 a n d  w o u ld  

u l t i m a t e l y  h a v e  <£500 a  y e a r .  I  am s o r r y  f o r  y o u r  s a k e  

t h a t  I  am m i s t a k e n . H i s  e s t i m a t e  o f  S m i t h ' s  r e s o u r c e s  

was i n c o r r e c t ,  s i n c e  s h e  h a d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a n  incom e o f  a t  

l e a s t  £ 3 0 0 .  I t  i s  a n  o p e n  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  s h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  

u n d e r s t a t e d  h e r  w e a l t h  t o  t e s t  h i s  m o t i v e s .  I n  a n y  c a s e  

h e r  f o r t u n e  was a  p r i m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  s i n c e  o n c e  

S u s a n n a h  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r ,  Chapman 

w o u ld  o n l y  h a v e  a b o u t  <£100 o f  h i s  own a n d  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r
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R e v i e w , w hose  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  he  d e p e n d e d
Llo

u p o n  t o  make h im  i n d e p e n d e n t .

Chapman c o n t i n u e d  t o  u r g e  S m i t h  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e i r

p l a n  t o  h e r  f a t h e r .  H ow ev e r ,  when s h e  i n d i r e c t l y

e s p o u s e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  f r e e  l o v e ,  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h  t o l d

h e r  s h e  m i g h t  go t o  A m e r i c a  i f  s h e  w i s h e d  t o  p r a c t i c e

h e r  p r i n c i p l e s .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e  a d v a n c e d  S m i t h

r e a c t e d  p r e c i s e l y  a s  a n y  V i c t o r i a n  f a t h e r  m i g h t ,  h i s

own e a r l y  i r r e g u l a r  u n i o n  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g .  U n d a u n t e d

b y  p a r e n t a l  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  way o f  l i f e ,

Chapman p r e s s e d  S m i t h  t o  c o n t i n u e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  h e r

f a t h e r .  She  was t o  a r g u e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  f r e e  l o v e  a n d

o n c e  h e r  f a t h e r  was p e r s u a d e d  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  a b s t r a c t

p r i n c i p l e  s h e  was t o  i n f o r m  h im  o f  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c

i n t e n t i o n .  He a s s u r e d  t h e  d i s h e a r t e n e d  S m i t h ,  t h a t  on ce

h e  h i m s e l f  h ad  e n l i g h t e n e d  h e r  f a t h e r ,  he  w ou ld  p r o v e  t h e i r
Llq

s t a u n c h e s t  a l l y  an d  s u p p o r t e r .  '  A f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  he 

p r o m i s e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  s o o n  be  a s  h a p p y  a s  Lewes a n d  

G e o rg e  E l i o t . S m i t h  f i n a l l y  t o l d  h e r  f a t h e r  e v e r y t h i n g .

He was h o r r i f i e d  b y  t h e i r  p l a n  an d  f o r b a d e  them  t o  m e e t  

a g a i n .  Chapman c o n s o l e d  S m i t h  w i t h  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  h e r  

f a t h e r  w o u ld  u l t i m a t e l y  c h a n g e  h i s  m ind  a n d  t h a t  h i s  

r e a c t i o n  a r o s e  f r o m  l o v e  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r .  He was p i q u e d  

a n d  c o u l d  n o t  r e f r a i n  f ro m  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  

B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  p a r e n t a l  f e e l i n g s :  "He o u g h t  t o  b e  t h a n k f u l  

t h a t  a c r o s s  a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and  u n t o w a r d  c h a n g e s  o f  t h i s
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s t r a n g e  w o r l d  h i s  f a v o r i t e  d a u g h t e r  h a s  t h e  l o v e  an d

d e v o t i o n  o f  a  man t h e  v e r y  e l e c t  o f  h e r  own s o u l ,  a n d  who,

r e a s o n  a s  w e l l  a s  f e e l i n g  a s s u r e s  he  w i l l  e v e r  he  h e r  
61r e a l  m a t e . "  S m i t h ' s  c o n t i n u e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e

i s s u e  h a d  no e f f e c t  o n  h e r  f a t h e r  o r  b r o t h e r  Ben a n d

d e s p i t e  C h a p m a n ' s ,  " y o u r s  u n t i l  d e a t h , "  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  22

l e t t e r  e n d e d  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n .  Chapman n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d

t h e  a f f a i r  a g a i n  e x c e p t  f o r  a  n o t e  i n  h i s  d i a r y  o f  i 8 6 0

d e s c r i b i n g  a n  e v e n i n g  p a r t y  a t  w h ic h  S m i t h ' s  b r o t h e r

Ben  was a  g u e s t .  He c a r e f u l l y  a v o i d e d  s p e a k i n g  t o

Ben  S m i t h ,  whom h e  h e l d  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e
62f o r  e n d i n g  t h e  a f f a i r .

B a r b a r a  S m i t h  s p e n t  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 5 5  and  w i n t e r  

o f  I 856  im m erse d  i n  t h e  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n .  

She  was u n d e r  g r e a t  e m o t i o n a l  s t r a i n .  I n  J u n e  I 856  

G e o rg e  E l i o t  an d  G e o rg e  H e n ry  Lewes  i n v i t e d  h e r  t o  j o i n  

th e m  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  a t  T e nby  n e a r  I l f r a c o m b e .  T h e y  h o p e d  

t h a t  a  c o u n t r y  h o l i d a y  w o u ld  h e l p  h e r  t o  o v e rco m e  t h e  

d e p r e s s i o n  f o l l o w i n g  h e r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o v e r  Chapman.  E l i o t  

c o n g r a t u l a t e d  h e r  o n  R u s k i n ' s  p r a i s e  o f  h e r  p a i n t i n g  an d  

a d d e d ,  " I  s h a l l  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  s o r r o w s  a n d  r e n u n c i a t i o n s ,  

b u t  I  u n d e r s t a n d  an d  f e e l  w h a t  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  t o  do a n d  

b e a r . " - ^  S m i t h  s t a y e d  a t  T e nby  f r o m  J u l y  1 2 - 1 6 ,  I 8 5 6 , 

s k e t c h i n g  an d  p a i n t i n g  an d  i n  l e n g t h y  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  

E l i o t ,  who was s t r u c k  b y  t h e  c h a n g e  t h a t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  

i n  h e r  f r i e n d :  "We e n j o y e d  h e r  s o c i e t y  v e r y  much,  b u t
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w e re  d e e p l y  t o u c h e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h r e e  y e a r s  h ad  made
zh.

h e r  s o  much o l d e r  a n d  s a d d e r . " - ^

S m i t h  was f i g h t i n g  d e p r e s s i o n  w i t h  c e a s e l e s s  

e x e r t i o n .  She d e v o t e d  h e r s e l f  t o  s o c i a l  r e f o r m  a n d  

n e v e r  s p o k e  o f  h e r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . - ^  By t h e  a u tu m n  

o f  1856  s h e  B ro k e  down. The f a m i l y  d e c i d e d  t o  t r a v e l ,  

b r o t h e r  B en  a c c o m p a n y i n g  B a r b a r a ,  Nanny a n d  B e l l a  t o  

A l g i e r s .  The t r i p  was o s t e n s i b l y  f o r  B e l l a ' s  h e a l t h .

She  was e x h i b i t i n g  symptoms o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s  and  

A l g i e r s  was j u s t  b e c o m i n g  f a s h i o n a b l e  w i t h  V i c t o r i a n s  

a s  a  w i n t e r  r e t r e a t  f o r  s u f f e r e r s  o f  t h a t  d i s e a s e .  S h i p s  

b e t w e e n  M a r s e i l l e  a n d  A l g i e r s  c a r r i e d  n u m b ers  o f  F r e n c h  

a n d  E n g l i s h  i n v a l i d s  t o  w h a t ,  d e s p i t e  m a l a r i a  an d  

c h o l e r a ,  was c o n s i d e r e d  a  h e a l t h - g i v i n g  c l i m a t e .  B e l l a ' s  

h e a l t h  was n o t  t h e  p r im e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y .  B a r b a r a ' s  

p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  c o l l a p s e  was t h e  r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  

t h e i r  s u d d e n  d e c i s i o n  t o  w i n t e r  i n  A l g i e r s .  The f a m i l y  

c a l l e d  h e r  i l l n e s s  a  g e n e r a l  " w e a k n e s s "  and  n e v e r  

m e n t i o n e d  t h e  Chapman e p i s o d e ,  o r  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  d e p r e s s i o n
/I

w h ic h  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  j o u r n e y .

A l g i e r s  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  a r t i s t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t o u r i s t  

i n  S m i t h .  I t s  e x o t i c  l a n d s c a p e s  an d  human v a r i e t y  p i q u e d  

h e r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  r e a w a k e n e d  h e r  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  l i f e .  She  

w r o t e  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  had  a  s t r o n g  e f f e c t  o n  a l l  

v i s i t o r s :  "The n e w n e s s  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  t h e  s t r a n g e

i n t o x i c a t i n g  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  e x h i l i r a t i n g  a i r , . . . s e e m s  t o  

make a l l  who b r e a t h e  i t  f o r g e t  home,  c o u n t r y ,  f r i e n d s ,
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t r o u b l e s ,  a n d  a n n o y a n c e s  f o r  a  t i m e ,  an d  g i v e  

t h e m s e l v e s  u p  t o  t h e  p u r e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  l i v i n g .

I n  A l g i e r s  S m i t h  m e t  E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n ,  a  F r e n c h  

p h y s i c i a n  b o r n  i n  1 8 1 0 ,  who h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  

i n  I 8 3 6 . H i s  f a t h e r ' s  f a m i l y ,  f r o m  B r i t t a n y ,  w e r e  o l d  

b o u r g e o i s  s t o c k  a n d  B o n a p a r t i s t s . H i s  m o t h e r ,

A n t o i n e t t e  Le G ra n d  de l a  Pommeraye ,  was d e s c e n d e d  

f r o m  a  n o b l e  B r e t o n  f a m i l y  o f  r o y a l i s t  a n d  C a t h o l i c  

s y m p a t h i e s .  As a  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  i n  P a r i s  he  h a d  

become a  R e p u b l i c a n  a n d  made f r i e n d s  w i t h  L o u i s  

B l a n c .  He p r a c t i c e d  among t h e  v a r i e d  r a c e s  o f  t h e  

A l g e r i a n  c o l o n y ,  w r o t e  on  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  a n t h r o p o l o g y  

a n d  d e v e l o p e d  t h e o r i e s  o n  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c l i m a t e  on  

b e h a v i o r . ^  He s t u d i e d  m a l a r i a ,  w h i c h  was one  o f  t h e  

c o l o n y ' s  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a  t h e o r y  on  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  p l a n t i n g  f o r e s t s  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  E u c a l y p t u s  

t r e e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  d i s e a s e . ^  I n  

l a t e r  y e a r s  he  a n d  h i s  w i f e  s p e n t  l a r g e  sums t o  p u t  

t h i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t h e o r y  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .

B o d i c h o n  becam e  a  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  Member o f  t h e  

A l g e r i a n  Chamber  o f  D e p u t i e s  i n  1848  an d  was one  o f  t h e  

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  movement  t o  a b o l i s h  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  c o l o n y .  

H i s  e l e c t i o n  a d d r e s s  e x p r e s s e d  some o f  h i s  i d e a l i s m :  " T h e s e  

a r e  my h o p e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e - - t h a t  m a n k in d  w i l l  become a
A y

s i n g l e  u n i t e d  f a m i l y . ” H i s  t o m e l i k e  w o rk ,  De L ' H u m a n i t e ,  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  P a r i s  i n  1866  a n d  c a r e f u l l y  r e v i e w e d  i n  t h e
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A t h e n a e u m , e c h o e d  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  s e n t i m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  w o r t h  o f  l a b o r  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  m a n k in d :  " C o n s i d e r  

t h e  u n i v e r s e  a s  y o u r  c o u n t r y  an d  m a n k in d  a s  y o u r  f a m i l y .  

F o r g e t  s e r v i c e s  y o u  r e n d e r  t o  o t h e r s ;  rem em b er  t h o s e
£ “I

y o u  r e c e i v e .  H o n o u r  t h e  l i v i n g  m ore  t h a n  t h e  d e a d . "

A s t r a n g e  man,  who becam e m ore  e c c e n t r i c  w i t h  a g e ,

B o d i c h o n  a p p e a l e d  t o  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  a s  much b e c a u s e  o f  

h i s  b i z a r r e  f o r e i g n  q u a l i t i e s  a s  f o r  h i s  s o c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  i d e a l i s m .  When E l i z a b e t h  W h i t e h e a d  a s k e d  

why s h e  had  m a r r i e d  h im ,  s h e  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  he  m a t c h e d  

h e r  im age  o f  C a r a c t a c u s .  "He i s  i n  f a c t  a n  a n c i e n t  

B r i t o n . . . 1  t h i n k  h im  t h e  h a n d s o m e s t  man e v e r  c r e a t e d . "

She  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  o t h e r s  d i d  n o t  s h a r e  h e r  f e e l i n g s .
p

Many o f  h e r  f r i e n d s  f o u n d  t h e  d o c t o r  " u g l y  an d  t e r r i f i c . "

The c o u p l e  becam e e n g a g e d  i n  A p r i l  1 8 5 7  an d  w e re  m a r r i e d

a t  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  L i t t l e  P o r t l a n d  S t r e e t  C h a p e l  i n  L o n d o n

on  J u l y  2 ,  1857■

S m i t h ' s  f a m i l y  was n o t  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e

m a t c h ,  h e r  f r i e n d s  w e re  a p p r e h e n s i v e .  G e o rg e  E l i o t

and  G e o rg e  Lewes  w e r e  " n o t  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d "  w i t h  t h e

e n g a g e m e n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t .  T hey  h a d  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p

S m i t h  f i n d  a  p u b l i s h e r  f o r  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t

A l g e r i a n  l i f e .  The  s u d d e n  e n g a g e m e n t  t o  a  man who s p o k e

l i t t l e  E n g l i s h ,  was  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  h e r  s e n i o r  a n d  whose

l i f e  s eem ed  p e r m a n e n t l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  e x o t i c  c o l o n i a l

s o c i e t y ,  t r o u b l e d  t h e m .  T h ey  w o n d e r e d  a t  w h a t  a p p e a r e d
63

a n  e x t r e m e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  Chapman a f f a i r .
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I t  w o u ld  b e  t e m p t i n g  t o  d i s m i s s  E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n  

a s  a  w i l d - e y e d  e c c e n t r i c ,  c a l l i n g  u p o n  S m i t h  f a m i l y  

a n e c d o t e s  a b o u t  h i s  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  m e d i t a t i n g  i n  t h e  

p i n e  woods i n  a n  A r a b  b u r n o o s e ,  d o i n g  h i s  own l a u n d r y ,  

w a n d e r i n g  a b o u t  S c a l a n d s  i n  F r e n c h  p e a s a n t  b l o u s e s ,  o r  

a p p e a r i n g  a t  L o n d o n  p a r t i e s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  g r o u p s  o f  

d e s e r t  s h e i k s  i n  f u l l  A ra b  d r e s s .  He c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  

f e l t  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  L o n d o n ,  s p e n d i n g  m o s t  o f  h i s  t i m e  

i n  E n g l a n d  a t  S c a l a n d s .  H o w ev e r ,  h i s  s o c i a l i s m  an d  

a d v o c a c y  o f  t h e  s i m p l e  l i f e  w e re  i n  t h e  s t y l e  w h i c h  

W i l l i a m  M o r r i s  w o r k e d  t o  c r e a t e  some y e a r s  l a t e r .  He 

was a  r e s p e c t e d  p h y s i c i a n  an d  l e a d e r  w i t h i n  A l g e r i a n  

c o l o n i a l  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s .  The v e r y  

u n o r t h o d o x y  w h i c h  d i s t r e s s e d  h e r  f r i e n d s  a n d  a t t r a c t e d  

S m i t h  made th e m  a  c o m p a t i b l e  c o u p l e .

S m i t h ' s  v i e w  o f  m a r r i a g e  made a n y  m ore  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

u n i o n  u n l i k e l y  t o  b r i n g  s u c c e s s .  H er  b e l i e f  t h a t  m a r r i a g e  

l e d  women i n t o  l e g a l  s l a v e r y  h a d  made C h a p m a n ' s  e x t r a ­

m a r i t a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  e s p e c i a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e .  The l e g a l  

l o s s  o f  i d e n t i t y  w h i c h  s h e  h a d  co ndem ned  i n  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  

Women made c o n v e n t i o n a l  m a r i t a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  d i f f i c u l t
S

f o r  h e r  t o  c o n t e m p l a t e .  H e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  E u g e n e  

B o d i c h o n  r e v o l v e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  m u t u a l  a g r e e m e n t  n o t  t o  

i n t e r f e r e  i n  one  a n o t h e r ' s  l i v e s .  T h e y  s p e n t  h a l f  e a c h  

y e a r  i n  E n g l a n d ,  h a l f  i n  A l g i e r s .  I n  A l g i e r s  s h e  p a i n t e d  

a n d  was a  b u s y  h o s t e s s .  I n  E n g l a n d  s h e  d e v o t e d  h e r s e l f
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t o  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  t h e y  d i d  n o t

a l w a y s  acc o m p an y  one  a n o t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  i l l - h e a l t h ,

b u t  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  d e r i v e d  n o t  f r o m

l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  f r o m  B o d i c h o n ' s  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t

t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  no l i f e  t o g e t h e r  u n l e s s  S m i t h  f e l t

c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  h e r  s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y .

Nowhere i s  t h i s  m ore  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h a n  i n  t h e

j o u r n a l  s h e  k e p t  o f  h e r  honeymoon t r i p  t o  A m e r i c a .  On

M arch  2 2 ,  1858  s h e  w r o t e  a  s t r o n g  s t a t e m e n t  e x p l a i n i n g

h e r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  name S m i t h  a n d  c o u p l e  i t

w i t h  B o d i c h o n .  I t  i s  a  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h e r  f i r m

b e l i e f  t h a t  m a r r i a g e  i n v o l v e d  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  e q u a l s

a n d  a  f i r m  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  f e m a l e  a b s o r p t i o n

w i t h i n  c o v e r t u r e ,  a  s u b m e r s i o n  s y m b o l i z e d  b y  t h e

d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  m a i d e n  name:

F i r s t  l e t  me s a y  a  word  a b o u t  B a r b a r a  S m i t h ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  J o h n  Thomas who h a s  s a i d  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  i t  i s  
n o t  c o r r e c t  t o  c a l l  m y s e l f  B a r b a r a  S m i t h  
B o d i c h o n .  I  b e l i e v e  he  i s  w ro n g  a s  a  m a t t e r
o f  l a w .  I  do n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a n y  l a w  t o
o b l i g e  a  woman t o  b e a r  t h e  name o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  
a t  a l l ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  none  t o  p r e v e n t  k e e p i n g  t h e  
o l d  name.  To u s e  i t  i s  v e r y  u s e f u l ,  f o r  I  h a v e  
e a r n e d  a  r i g h t  t o  B a r b a r a  S m i t h . . . D r .  s a y s  he 
s h o u l d  t h i n k  i t  f o l l y  f o r  me t o  u s e  h i s  name 
e x c e p t  a s  a  c o n v e n i e n c e  i n  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  i f  we 
h a v e  a  l i n e  o f  E n g l i s h  d e s c e n d a n t s  t h e y  w i l l  b e  
B o d i c h o n - S m i t h s .

The S m i t h  f a m i l y  f o u n d  t h e  c o u p l e ' s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  

f o r  s p l i t  l i v e s  d i s t u r b i n g .  B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  w i t h  i n j u r e d  

a s t o n i s h m e n t  t o  E l i o t  t h a t  h e r  f a t h e r  f e l t  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  

t o  s e p a r a t e  i n d i c a t e d  a  l a c k  o f  d e p t h  t o  t h e i r  a f f e c t i o n . ^
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The c o u p l e  seem ed  w e l l - s u i t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  an d  E l i o t  was 

r e a s s u r e d  when t h e y  v i s i t e d  w i t h  h e r  a n d  Lewes i n  

E n g l a n d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e :  "We t h i n k  t h e  

e s s e n t i a l  i s  t h e r e - - t h a t  h e  i s  a  g e n u i n e  r i g h t - f e e l i n g  

man. They  a r e  w i s e l y  g o i n g  t o  A m e r i c a  f o r  a  y e a r ,  a n d  I  

h o p e  t h a t  i n  t h a t  t i m e  he  w i l l  l e a r n  t o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  so  

a s  t o  be  a n  ' o r g a n '  b e t t e r  f i t t e d  t o  t h i s  'm e d iu m '  o f  

E n g l i s h  l i f e  t h a n  he  i s  a t  p r e s e n t . "

The B o d i c h o n s  s h a r e d  m a r i t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

d u r i n g  t h e i r  y e a r  i n  A m e r i c a  i n  a  m a n n e r  a b s o l u t e l y  

u n h e a r d  o f  i n  w e l l - r e g u l a t e d  V i c t o r i a n  h o u s e h o l d s .

They  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  t h a t  y e a r  t r a v e l i n g ,  b u t  s e t t l e d  

f o r  a  m o n th  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  r e n t i n g  two ro o m s  a n d  

s e t t i n g  u p  h o u s e k e e p i n g .  H o u s e k e e p i n g  f o r  th e m  was 

n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  m a i d s  an d  c o o k s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  B a r b a r a  

B o d i c h o n  made c a r e f u l  n o t e  i n  h e r  d i a r y  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  

f o o d s t u f f s  a n d  c a l m l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s h e  was c o n c e n t r a t i n g  

o n  p a i n t i n g ,  w h i l e  h e r  h u s b a n d  a t t e n d e d  t o  d o m e s t i c  

a r r a n g e m e n t s .  He d i d  t h e  h o u s e k e e p i n g  a n d  m a r k e t i n g
/T rp

an d  s h e  n o t e d  w i t h  p r i d e  t h a t  he c o o k e d  b e a u t i f u l l y .

W h i l e  E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  no f o r m a l  r e n u n c i a t i o n  

o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  l a w s  a s  J o h n  S t u a r t  M i l l  h ad  i n  1851  o n  t h e  

o c c a s i o n  o f  h i s  own m a r r i a g e ,  i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  

B o d i c h o n s  a p p r o a c h e d  m a r r i a g e  a s  e q u a l s ,  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n s  

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  n o n e t h e l e s s  t h a t  t h i s  

m o s t  m o d e rn  o f  u n i o n s  was f i r m l y  r o o t e d  i n  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  

t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m a l  m a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t .  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ,
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a d v a n c e d  an d  r a d i c a l  a s  he  m i g h t  h e  i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  

e x h i b i t e d  a  f a t h e r ' s  d e e p  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  

h i s  d a u g h t e r ' s  e s t a t e .  S m i t h  h ad  p u t  a  s w i f t  c l o s e  t o  

h i s  d a u g h t e r ' s  f l i r t a t i o n  w i t h  f r e e  l o v e  p r i n c i p l e s .  I t  i s  

p e r f e c t l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he  d i d  so  a s  much o u t  o f  d i s l i k e  a n d  

d i s t r u s t  o f  a  b a n k r u p t  J o h n  Chapman,  a s  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  

r e p u t a t i o n  o r  s o c i e t a l  p o s i t i o n .  When B a r b a r a  S m i t h  

c o n t e m p l a t e d  m a r r i a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  B e n j a m i n ' s  V i c t o r i a n  

p a t e r n a l i s m  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  acum en  s u r f a c e d .  He c h o s e  t o  

r e l y  f o r  s e c u r i t y  o n  l e g a l  d o c u m e n t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  good 

i n t e n t i o n s  o r  h i g h  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r  a n d  h e r  

f u t u r e  h u s b a n d .  On J u l y  1 ,  1857  a  m a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t  

was f i l e d  i n  S t .  M a r y l e b o n e  a n d  W e s t m i n s t e r  b e t w e e n  

B a r b a r a  L e i g h  S m i t h ,  s p i n s t e r  an d  E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n ,  

p h y s i c i a n .  I t  s e t  a s i d e  a n  incom e f o r  B a r b a r a  

B o d i c h o n  d u r i n g  h e r  l i f e  t o  b e  p a i d  " n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  

c o v e r t u r e "  an d  " f o r  h e r  s e p a r a t e  u s e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t l y

a n d  e x c l u s i v e  o f  t h e  s a i d  E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n  an d  o f  h i s
68d e b t s ,  c o n t r o l ,  i n t e r f e r e n c e  an d  e n g a g e m e n t s . "  The 

d o c u m e n t  p r o t e c t e d  h e r  p r o p e r t y ,  r e n t ,  s t o c k s ,  e t c .  f r o m  

E u g en e  B o d i c h o n  d u r i n g  h e r  l i f e  an d  g u a r a n t e e d  i t  t o  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e  a f t e r  h e r  d e a t h ,  o r  i f  

t h e r e  w e re  no c h i l d r e n ,  t o  t h e  L e i g h  S m i t h  f a m i l y  t h a t  

m i g h t  r e m a i n ,  s i s t e r s ,  n i e c e s ,  n e p h e w s ,  e t c .

The m a r r i e d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n  was o v e r ,  

an d  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  m a r r i e d
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women w o u ld  n o t  come f o r  m ore  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  B e n j a m i n  

S m i t h  was a  member o f  t h a t  w e a l t h y  s e g m e n t  o f  s o c i e t y  

a b l e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  t h e  C o u r t s  

o f  E q u i t y  p r o v i d e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  a  somew hat  i r o n i c  

t w i s t  o f  f a t e , t h e  woman who h a d  b e g u n  t h e  m a r r i a g e  

l a w  r e f o r m  c a m p a i g n  an d  who c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m a r i t a l  

s t a t e  a  l e g a l  an d  s o c i a l  i n e q u i t y  a g a i n s t  women, e n t e r e d  

c o v e r t u r e  i n  t h e  m o s t  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m a n n e r ,  d r a p e d  i n  

t h e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  o f  l e g a l  v e r b i a g e ,  p a s s e d  f r o m  

f a t h e r  t o  h u s b a n d  w i t h  f a m i l y  p r o p e r t y  an d  f i n a n c e s  

i n t a c t ,  p r o t e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  v e r y  s y s t e m  s h e  was 

d e d i c a t e d  t o  r e f o r m .

M a r r i a g e  p r o v i d e d  B o d i c h o n  a n  u n e q u i v o c a l  s o c i a l

p o s i t i o n .  I n  F r a n c e  a n d  A l g i e r s  t h e r e  was no k n o w le d g e

o f  h e r  q u e s t i o n a b l e  b i r t h .  She  was w elcom ed  a s  "ma

c o u s i n e "  b y  e v e r y o n e  a t  t h e  f a m i l y  home i n  B r i t t a n y .

T h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  h e r  i s  o b v i o u s  f ro m
\

t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  s h e  c h e r i s h e d  E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n ' s  f a m i l y  

t r e e  a n d  c o a t - o f - a r m s  a l o n g  w i t h  h e r  m a r r i a g e  l i n e s  and  

a r t i s t s  m e d a l s ,  t h e  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  o f  h e r  p e r s o n a l
69p o s s e s s i o n s .  '

The m i n g l i n g  o f  f l a m b o y a n t  u n o r t h o d o x y  w i t h  a  

s t r e a k  o f  p r a g m a t i s m  an d  o c c a s i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s o c i a l  

o r  p o l i t i c a l  t e n d e n c i e s  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  b o t h  B a r b a r a  

an d  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h .  The p e c u l i a r  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  b o t h  

t h e i r  n a t u r e s  k e p t  th e m  f r o m  b e c o m in g  s t o c k  f i g u r e s ,
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V i c t o r i a n  " o d d i t i e s . "  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  v i v i d l y  

t h a t  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  u p p e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  m o s t  a c t i v e  i n  

m i d - V i c t o r i a n  r e f o r m  m ovem en ts  a n d  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  

c h a n g i n g  l a w  an d  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  g r a d u a l l y ,  h o w e v e r  

r a d i c a l  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  p r o p o s a l s  o r  p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s .

The B o d i c h o n s  d e c i d e d  t o  t r a v e l  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  

t h e i r  m a r r i a g e .  T h e y  l e f t  f o r  a  honeym oon  y e a r  i n  

A m e r i c a  e a r l y  i n  t h e  a u tu m n  o f  1 8 5 7 .  T r a v e l  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was p o p u l a r  among t h e  E n g l i s h  u p p e r  

c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  R a d i c a l  t h i n k e r s  

t u r n e d  t o  i t  a s  a  u t o p i a  i n  much t h e  same way t h e y  

s t r e a m e d  t o  v i s i t  S o v i e t  R u s s i a  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 3 0 ' s - 

T hey  came t o  l o o k  a t  a n  u n p o l i s h e d  s u p p o s e d l y  c l a s s l e s s  

s o c i e t y ,  t o  s e e  s a v a g e s  a n d  s l a v e  a u c t i o n s  an d  make t h e i r  

own o b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  a  w r i t t e n  c o n ­

s t i t u t i o n  an d  a  m a j o r i t a r i a n  d e m o c r a c y .  They  came t o  

m i n g l e  w i t h  t h e i r  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  t o  s h a r e  i d e a s  

an d  comments  on  t h e  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  consum ed  t h e  p e r i o d .

I n  B o s t o n  t h e r e  was m ore  t h a n  a  c o n v e n i e n t  t e r m i n u s  

f o r  t r a n s a t l a n t i c  c r o s s i n g s .  The c i t y  was t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

t h e  s t r o n g e s t  l i n k  b e t w e e n  E n g l a n d  a n d  A m e r i c a ,  p r o v i d i n g  

a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x c h a n g e  f o r  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  t r a n s c e n d -  

e n t a l i s t ,  U n i t a r i a n  and  w o m en 's  r i g h t s  a d v o c a t e s .  L e t t e r s  

t r a v e l e d  s l o w l y  a c r o s s  t h e  o c e a n .  Books  a n d  p a m p h l e t s  

l a b o r i o u s l y  c a r r i e d  r e f o r m  f r o m  E n g l a n d  t o  A m e r i c a  o r  f r o m  

t h e  new w o r l d  t o  t h e  o l d .  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  and  C h a r l e s
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D i c k e n s  made t h e i r  c e l e b r a t e d  ways  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

a n d  H e n r y  Ward B e e c h e r  b r o u g h t  h i s  p r e a c h i n g  t o

E n g l a n d ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k

was b u i l t  d u r i n g  l e n g t h y  s o j o u r n s  b y  t r a v e l e r s  l i k e  t h e

B o d i c h o n s ,  who k e p t  t h e  t r a n s - A t l a n t i c  t r a f f i c  i n  i d e a s

a l i v e  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g .

D u r i n g  t h e  t h i r t i e s  an d  f o r t i e s  i n t e r e s t  had

r e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  A m e r i c a n  d e m o c r a c y .

The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  R e e v e ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  T o c q u e v i l l e ' s

D e m o c ra c y  i n  A m e r i c a  ( I 836  a n d  1 8 ^ 0 )  h a d  a  s t r o n g  i m p a c t

o n  B r i t i s h  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  T o c q u e v i l l e ' s  w ork  was s a i d

b y  some t o  l e a n  t o  r a d i c a l i s m  a t  t h e  v e r y  moment i t  was
70h e r a l d e d  b y  o t h e r s  a s  a  p i l l a r  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m . ' M i l l

w r o t e  i n  1 8 ^ 0  t h a t  e v e r y  b o o k  b y  a  r e t u r n e d  t r a v e l e r  became
71a  p a r t y  p a m p h l e t . ‘

V i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  new w o r l d  b r o u g h t  w i t h  th e m  h o p e s  

a n d  f e a r s  a b o u t  t h e i r  own s o c i e t y  and  t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  

o f t e n  m i r r o r e d  t h o s e  b e l i e f s  m ore  t h a n  t h e y  c a p t u r e d  t h e  

r e a l i t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  l i f e .  J o u r n a l s  p u b l i s h e d  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  

e d i t i n g  u p o n  t h e  t r a v e l e r ' s  r e t u r n  l o s t  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  b u t  

more  t h a n  t h a t ,  p u b l i s h e d  a c c o u n t s  w e r e  o f t e n  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  

m o ld e d  t o  f i t  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  i n t e n t i o n s .  

B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n ' s  j o u r n a l  o f  h e r  A m e r i c a n  j o u r n e y  was 

n e v e r  p u b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  h e r  l i f e .  C o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  s e r i e s  

o f  l e t t e r s  an d  d i a r y  e n t r i e s ,  i t  g i v e s  t h e  m o d e r n  r e a d e r  

a n  u n i n h i b i t e d  p i c t u r e  o f  A m e r i c a  t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  a n  

a r t i s t ,  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s t  a n d  a b o v e  a l l ,  a n  e n e r g e t i c  an d
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i n q u i r i n g  m in d .

When H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  a d m i r e d  C i n c i n n a t i  o n  h e r

A m e r i c a n  t r i p  i n  1 8 3 5  som eone  s a i d  t o  h e r :  "Yes we h a v e

a  new c r e a t i o n  g o i n g  on  h e r e ;  w o n ' t  y o u  come a n d  d a b b l e  
72i n  t h e  mud?"  T w e n t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  

a c c e p t e d  t h a t  i n v i t a t i o n ,  i n s i s t i n g  a s  s h e  t r a v e l e d  a b o u t  

o n  m i x i n g  w i t h  a l l  c l a s s e s  a n d  r a c e s .  She  v i s i t e d  t h e  

r e q u i r e d  s a l o n s  a n d  t o u r i s t  s i t e s ,  d e s c r i b i n g  a l l  i n  

v i v i d  d e t a i l .  B u t  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  an d  t o  t h e  c o n ­

s t e r n a t i o n  o f  many h o s t s  a n d  h o s t e s s e s ,  s h e  s o u g h t  o u t  

t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  c h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  l o w l y ,  p r a y e d  a n d  t a l k e d  

w i t h  f r e e  n e g r o e s  a n d  s l a v e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S o u t h ,  a s k e d  

i n c e s s a n t  u n d i p l o m a t i c  q u e s t i o n s  and  f i l t e r e d  a l l  r e p l i e s  

t h r o u g h  a n  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  i n t e l l e c t  b e f o r e  p r o d u c i n g  h e r  

w r i t t e n  r e c o r d .

B o d i c h o n ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  A m e r i c a  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  w om en 's  

m ovem en t .  She  w i s h e d  t o  s t u d y  t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  A m e r i c a n  

f e m i n i s t s ,  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  d o m e s t i c  a n d  e co n o m ic  p o s i t i o n  

o f  A m e r i c a n  an d  E n g l i s h  women a n d  t o  s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  

an d  c r e a t e  a  c l o s e r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  l e a d i n g  A m e r i c a n  

a c t i v i s t s .  B u t  j u s t  a s  s t r o n g  a s  h e r  c o n c e r n  w i t h  f e m i n i s m  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was h e r  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n  f i r s t - h a n d  

a b o u t  s l a v e r y .  To B a r b a r a ,  t h e  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  W i l l i a m  

S m i t h ,  a n d  t o  E u g e n e ,  who h a d  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  a b o l i s h i n g  

s l a v e r y  i n  A l g i e r s ,  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  

A m e r i c a  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  They  w e r e  c a r e f u l l y
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p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e .  The u s u a l  g u i d e b o o k s  an d

t r a v e l  a c c o u n t s  w e r e  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  p e r s o n a l

r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  E l i z a b e t h  B l a c k w e l l ,  who w e lcom ed  th em

t o  New Y o rk .  B l a c k w e l l  was  t h e  S m i t h  f a m i l y ' s  l i n k  t o

t h e  B o d i c h o n s .  S h e  h a d  t h e i r  f u l l  i t i n e r a r y  a n d  c o u l d

a l w a y s  c o n t a c t  th e m  i n  a n y  e m e r g e n c y .

B o d i c h o n  t o l d  h e r  s i s t e r  Nanny t h a t  B l a c k w e l l

was a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  human b e i n g ,  " w i t h  m ore  p o w er  o f

ju d g m e n t  an d  m ore  c o n c e n t r a t e d  p u r p o s e  t h a n  a n y  man I

e v e r  k n e w , "  a d d i n g  t h a t  B l a c k w e l l ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w e re

o f  i n v a l u a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e :  " I  a l w a y s  w a n t  t o  know w h a t  s h e

t h i n k s  o f  g r e a t  q u e s t i o n s  i n  my l i f e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f
73t h o s e  n e a r  t o  me.  She  i s  s a g a c i o u s . " ' ^  B l a c k w e l l  h ad

l i v e d  i n  A m e r i c a  f r o m  t h e  a g e  o f  e l e v e n ,  v i s i t i n g

E n g l a n d  a n d  F r a n c e  f o r  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  a r o u n d  1 8 5 0  t o

p u r s u e  h e r  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  She  r e t u r n e d  t o  New Y ork  t o

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  a n d  o p e n  a  w om en 's  h o s p i t a l .  When s h e

was g r o w i n g  u p  h e r  f a m i l y  h a d  c l o s e  t i e s  t o  a b o l i t i o n i s t

l e a d e r  W i l l i a m  L l o y d  G a r r i s o n .  I n  1 8 5 5  h e r  b r o t h e r  H e n r y

m a r r i e d  L u c y  S t o n e ,  a  l e a d i n g  A m e r i c a n  women’ s r i g h t s

a d v o c a t e ,  who h a d  b e e n  e d u c a t e d  a t  O b e r l i n ,  w h e r e  n e g r o e s
yh

an d  w h i t e s  a t t e n d e d  c l a s s e s  t o g e t h e r .

B l a c k w e l l  t o o k  t e a c h i n g  p o s t s  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  i n  

K e n t u c k y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  a n d  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  e a r n  money f o r  h e r  m e d i c a l  s t u d i e s .  She  h a d  v i v i d  

m e m o r ie s  o f  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  s h e  h ad  w i t n e s s e d  i n  t h o s e
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s l a v e - h o l d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I n  K e n t u c k y  s h e  saw no

o u t r i g h t  b r u t a l i t y ,  b u t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  s o l i c i t o u s

h o s t  h a d  p l a c e d  a  s m a l l  N eg ro  g i r l  a s  a  s c r e e n  b e t w e e n
7 *5h e r  an d  t h e  f i r e .  J  I n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t h e  d e g r a d a t i o n  

o f  s l a v e r y  o v e rw h e lm e d  h e r  a n d  s h e  d e p l o r e d  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  

o f  t r y i n g  t o  t e a c h  s l a v e s  a  r e l i g i o n  w h i c h  t h e i r  o w n e r s  

p r o f e s s e d  t o  f o l l o w ,  w h i l e  v i o l a t i n g  i t s  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s :

" I  l o n g e d  t o  jump u p ,  an d  t a k i n g  t h e  c h a i n s  f r o m  t h o s e  

i n j u r e d ,  unmanned men, f a s t e n  th em  on  t h e i r  t y r a n t s  t i l l  

t h e y  l e a r n e d  i n  d i s m a l  w r e t c h e d n e s s  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  t h a t  

b o n d a g e  t h e y  i n f l i c t  o n  t h e i r  b r e t h r e n . "  She  r e s e r v e d  h e r  

e m o t i o n  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a n d  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  

"one  p e r s o n  c a n  do n o t h i n g , "  s h e  r e a s s u r e d  h e r  a n x i o u s  

r e l a t i v e s  t h a t  s h e  h ad  n o t  made h e r s e l f  c o n s p i c u o u s  o r  

g a i n e d  t h e  h a t e d  name a b o l i t i o n i s t .

P r im e d  b y  B l a c k w e l l ' s  r e m e m b r a n c e s ,  t h e  B o d i c h o n s  

j o u r n e y e d  o v e r l a n d  b y  t r a i n  t o  Ohio  b e f o r e  b o a r d i n g  a  

s t e a m b o a t  f o r  t h e  t r i p  down t h e  Ohio  an d  M i s s i s s i p p i  

r i v e r s .  T hey  made a n  e x t e n d e d  v i s i t  t o  New O r l e a n s ,  t h e n  

p r o c e e d e d  b y  b o a t  a n d  t r a i n  n o r t h  t h r o u g h  M o b i l e ,  M ontgom ery  

( A l a b a m a ) ,  S a v a n n a h  ( G e o r g i a ) ,  W i l m i n g t o n  ( N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ) ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  ( P e n n s y l v a n i a )  an d  P e r t h  Amboy 

(New J e r s e y ) ,  t h e n  t o  N i a g a r a  F a l l s  a n d  C a n a d a  b e f o r e  t h e  

l a s t  l e g  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  t o  B o s t o n  a n d  New York  b e f o r e  

r e t u r n i n g  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  J u n e  1 8 5 8 .

The B o d i c h o n s  v i s i t e d  a l l  o f  t h e  s l a v e  s t a t e s  e x c e p t
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77T e x a s .  ' T hey  d i d  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e a c h  a b o l i t i o n ,  w h i c h  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a s  d a n g e r o u s  a s  i t  was f u t i l e .  I n s t e a d  

B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  t r i e d  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  

s h e  h a d  w i t h  w h i t e s  a b o u t  s l a v e r y  w i t h  t h e  h a r s h  

r e a l i t i e s  t e s t i f i e d  t o  b y  N e g r o e s  s h e  e n c o u n t e r e d .  When 

p l a n t e r s  and  b u s i n e s s m e n  a l o n g  t h e  way a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  

s l a v e r y  was b e n e v o l e n t  a n d  t h a t  o w n e r s  a v o i d e d  s e p a r a t i o n  

o f  s l a v e  f a m i l i e s ,  s h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  c a b i n  t o  t a l k  w i t h  

P o l l y ,  " t h e  r e a l  b l a c k . "  H a v i n g  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  P o l l y  

h ad  b e e n  s o l d  t w i c e ,  s h e  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  w om an 's  c h i l d r e n  

an d  l e a r n e d  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  h a d  b e e n  s o l d  and  n e v e r  s e e n  

a g a i n .  B o d i c h o n  p r o m i s e d  t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  s t o r y  o f  P o l l y ' s  

s u f f e r i n g  an d  t o  do e v e r y t h i n g  i n  h e r  pow er  t o  a l t e r  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n . ”'7̂  When o n  D ecem b er  2 6 ,  1 8 5 7 ,  s h e  f i r s t  v i s i t e d  

t h e  s l a v e  a u c t i o n  room s  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  s h e  was t o o  l a t e  

t o  s e e  a  s a l e ,  b u t  was t o l d  b y  t h e  a u c t i o n e e r  t h a t  s l a v e  

f a m i l i e s  w e re  n e v e r  s e p a r a t e d .  He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i l l - t r e a t e d  

s l a v e s  c o u l d  demand s a l e  t o  c h a n g e  m a s t e r s .  He a n s w e r e d  h e r  

s t r e a m  o f  q u e s t i o n s  p o l i t e l y  an d  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  b u t  l i e d  

c o n t i n u o u s l y : "How o u r  Y ankee  l a n d l a d y  l a u g h e d  when I  

came home an d  t o l d  h e r .  She  i s  no h u m b u g . " ^

On F e b r u a r y  13» 1857  i n  New O r l e a n s  B o d i c h o n  w e n t  

a l o n e  t o  a  s l a v e  a u c t i o n ,  a r r i v i n g  e a r l y  so  t h a t  s h e  was 

t a k e n  a r o u n d  a n d  shown a l l  t h e  " a r t i c l e s "  f o r  s a l e ,  a b o u t  

t h i r t y  women, t w e n t y  men and  t w e l v e  o r  f o u r t e e n  b a b i e s .

T h r e e  s a l e s  w e re  c o n d u c t e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  She  w a t c h e d
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a  l o t  o f  women a n d  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  s o l d :

A g i r l  w i t h  tw o  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  was on  t h e  b l o c k :  
' L i k e l y  g i r l ,  Amy a n d  h e r  two c h i l d r e n ,  a  good  
c o o k ,  h e a l t h y  g i r l  A m y--w ha t !  o n l y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  
d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  t h r e e ?  t h a t  i s  g i v i n g  'em away!
7 2 0 ! 7 3 0 ! 7 3 5 ! - 7^ 0 ! why g e n t l e m e n  t h e y  a r e  w o r t h  
a  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s — h e a l t h y  f a m i l y ,  good  w a s h e r ,  
h o u s e  s e r v a n t ,  e t c .  7 5 0 ! ' . . . T h e n  a  g i r l  w i t h  a  
l i t t l e  b a b y  g o t  up  and  t h e  same s o r t  o f  h a r a n g u e  
w e n t  on u n t i l  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s ,  I  t h i n k ,  was 
b i d  a n d  a  b l a c k g u a r d - l o o k i n g  g e n t l e m a n  came u p ,  
o p e n e d  h e r  m o u t h ,  e x a m in e d  h e r  t e e t h ,  f e l t  h e r  a l l  
o v e r  an d  s a i d  s h e  was d e a r  o r  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t .

She  moved t o  a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  room  w h e re  women w a i t e d  

t o  m ount  t h e  a u c t i o n  s t a g e .  She  n o t i c e d  s e v e r a l  i n  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  men n e a r b y ,  l a u g h i n g  an d  t a l k i n g ,  

" i n  a  q u i e t  s a d  s o r t  o f  w ay ,  n o t  m e r r i l y . "  W i t h  t h e  

s e n s i t i v i t y  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  h e r  t r a v e l s  s h e  w r o t e  s i m p l y :  "The n e g r o e s  l a u g h  v e r y
81o f t e n  when t h e y  a r e  n o t  m e r r y . "  S h e  s p o k e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  

g i r l  o f  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  a n d  w h i l e  t h e y  w e re  i n  c o n ­

v e r s a t i o n  two men a p p r o a c h e d  an d  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  g i r l  

a b o u t  h e r  h e a l t h .  They  s p o k e  k i n d l y ,  b u t  e x a m in e d  h e r  

e x a c t l y  a s  a  f a r m e r  m i g h t  e x a m in e  a  cow he  w i s h e d  t o
Op

p u r c h a s e .  B o d i c h o n  f e l t  s i c k  an d  was a n g e r e d  a t  t h e

f a l s e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  s l a v e r y  t h a t  s h e  h a d  r e a d  i n  j o u r n a l s

s u c h  a s  A m e l i a  M u r r a y ' s  r e s p e c t e d  work.®-^ M u r r a y  was

a  f i r m  c o n v e r t  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  s l a v e r y .  B o d i c h o n

r a g e d  a t  M u r r a y ' s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  s a l e s  a s  m e r e l y

" d i s a g r e e a b l e "  a n d  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a  j u s t  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r

M u r ra y  w o u ld  b e  e n f o r c e d  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a l l  a u c t i o n s  h e l d
8^i n  New O r l e a n s  f o r  a  two m o n th  p e r i o d .  She  h a d  r e a d
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M u r r a y ' s  b o o k  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  a s  w e l l  a s  F r e d e r i k a  

B r e m e r ' s  p o p u l a r  t r a v e l  a c c o u n t  Homes o f  t h e  New W o r ld  

( 1 8 5 3 ) .  an d  d i s m i s s e d  b o t h  a s  v e r y  p o o r  b o o k s  o n  t h e  

s u b j e c t .  B o t h  a u t h o r s  h a d  l i v e d  i n  p o l i t e  s o c i e t y  

d u r i n g  t h e i r  t r a v e l s  an d  s e e n  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  l i f e  

o f  t h e  l o w l y  t h a t  B o d i c h o n  h a d  d u r i n g  h e r  n i n e  w eeks  

i n  New O r l e a n s .  B o d i c h o n  was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  w o u ld  

n o t  r e v e a l  t h e i r  t r u e  f e e l i n g s  u n l e s s  t h e y  w e re  away f r o m  

t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  w h i t e  s o c i e t y .  To f i n d  o u t  w h a t  t h e y  

r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  s h e  v i s i t e d  f r e e  N e g r o e s  an d  s l a v e  

c h u r c h e s .  She  d i d  n o t  c a r e  t h a t  h e r  c a l l s  on  N egro  

h o u s e h o l d s  w e re  a n  u n p a r d o n a b l e  o f f e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o c i a l  

c o d e . ^

I n  S a v a n n a h  B o d i c h o n  a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  

A f r i c a n  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  an d  becam e d e s p o n d e n t  a t  t h e  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  b r i n g  s o l a c e  t o  b l a c k s  b u t  

p r a y e r :  "S o m e t im e s  when I  h e a r  th em  s i n g ,  t h e  t h o u g h t  

o f  s l a v e r y - - w h a t  i t  r e a l l y  i s - - m a k e s  me so  u t t e r l y  

m i s e r a b l e . - - O n e  c a n  do n o t h i n g - - n o t h i n g — an d  I  s e e  l i t t l e  

h o p e .  I t  m akes  me w r i n g  my h a n d s  w i t h  a n g u i s h  some-
. • n 8 6t i m e s ."

The B o d i c h o n s  s t a y e d  i n  a  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e  i n  S a v a n n a h ,  

w h e re  B a r b a r a  made f r i e n d s  w i t h  a  s l a v e  named C l a r a .  T hey  

h ad  no o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  p l a n t a t i o n  s l a v e r y  d u r i n g  t h e i r  

t o u r  a n d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  among h o u s e  s l a v e s  i n  c i t y  

s i t u a t i o n s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e y  r a r e l y  w i t n e s s e d  p h y s i c a l  a b u s e .
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B o d i c h o n  was h o r r i f i e d  when h e r  h o s t  h a d  C l a r a  b e a t e n  w i t h  

a  c o w h id e  w h i p  f o r  some m i n o r  i n f r a c t i o n .  O n ly  t h e  

c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  h e r  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w o u ld  make t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

w o r s e  f o r  t h e  s l a v e  p r e v e n t e d  h e r  a c t i v e  o p p o s i t i o n  d u r i n g  

t h e  i n c i d e n t

On M arch  1 ^ ,  1858  s h e  w r o t e  f r o m  A u g u s t a  t h a t  s h e  

h a d  b e e n  w a r n e d  n o t  t o  e x p r e s s  c r i t i c a l  v i e w s  o f  s l a v e r y ,  

s i n c e  a  U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r  h a d  e s c a p e d  t a r  and  f e a t h e r s  

o n l y  b y  f l e e i n g  M o b i l e  a f t e r  a l l u s i o n s  t o  a b o l i t i o n i s t  

d o c t r i n e s  f r o m  h i s  p u l p i t .  B o d i c h o n  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  s h e  was 

n o t  a n  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  b u t  d e s i r e d  o n l y  g r a d u a l  f r e e d o m .  She 

d e p l o r e d  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  l a w  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  t o  s t i f l e  

f r e e d o m .  S h e  co ndem ned  s o u t h e r n  w h i t e s  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  t r y  

t o  e d u c a t e  a n d  e l e v a t e  N e g r o e s  a n d  c r i t i c i z e d  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  

f o r  d e n y i n g  N e g r o e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  f r e e d o m  

g u a r a n t e e d  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  B l u n t  a s  a l w a y s ,  

s h e  e n d e d  b y  a d d m i t t i n g  t h a t  s h e  an d  h e r  h u s b a n d  h a d  

h a r b o r e d  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  N e g r o e s '  i n n a t e  a b i l i t i e s ,  b u t  

h a d  b e e n  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e i r  e r r o r :  "The r a c e  i s  n o t  so
88l o w  i n  t h e  human s c a l e  a s  I  s u p p o s e d  b e f o r e  I  came h e r e . "  

T h e r e  was no e m b a r r a s s m e n t  i n  h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n .  She  h ad  

p o s e d  a  q u e s t i o n  f o r  h e r s e l f  an d  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r  c o n c l u s i o n  

w i t h  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  o b j e c t i v i t y .  I t  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

h e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  l i f e  a n d  s h e  m i g h t  h a v e  p h r a s e d  a  s i m i l a r  

a p p r a i s a l  o f  women a s  a  s e x .  S h e  h a d  no f e a r  o f  o f f e n d i n g  

b y  f o r t h r i g h t n e s s .  S t a t i n g  a  p r e m i s e  b a l d l y  h e l p e d  h e r
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a c h i e v e  a  k i n d  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  i d e a s .  She  

w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  m ore  s u b t l e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  an d  

q u i t e  a s t u t e  a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  r h e t o r i c  o n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .

B o d i c h o n  h a d  come t o  s e e  s l a v e r y  i n  s i t u  an d  w o u ld  

b r o o k  no i n t e r f e r e n c e . W i t h  b r u s h e s  an d  p a l e t t e  s h e  

w a n d e r e d  a b o u t ,  u n f a s h i o n a b l y  d r e s s e d  b y  S o u t h e r n  

s t a n d a r d s ,  f o r e v e r  w a n t i n g  t o  v i s i t  t h e  w ro n g  p e o p l e  

an d  i n c e s s a n t l y  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s .  When t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  

E n g l a n d ,  t h e  B o d i c h o n s  p u b l i s h e d  a  c a r e f u l  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  

s l a v e r y ,  w a r n i n g  o f  a n  i m p e n d i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  c a u t i o n i n g  

r i g h t - m i n d e d  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e  t o  f i g h t  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  

o p p r e s s e d  a n d  t h e  p o o r .  T h e y  condem ned  N o r t h e r n e r s  

an d  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e  who b e t r a y e d  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s  o n ce  

t h e y  t r a v e l e d  S o u t h ,  a c c e p t i n g  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  t h e  

a r g u m e n t s  o f  h o s p i t a b l e  S o u t h e r n e r s  t h a t  s l a v e r y  was 

b e n e v o l e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

t h e y  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t r a v e l e r s  a s  i n a c c u r a t e  and  

n a i v e  an d  c e n s u r e d  t h o s e  a u t h o r s  f o r  t h e  damage t h e y  h a d  

c a u s e d  i n  E n g l a n d  b y  c r e a t i n g  a  c o m p l a c e n t  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  

w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s l a v e r y . ^

The p a g e s  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  A m e r i c a n  j o u r n a l  a r e  a  f a r  

m ore  e l o q u e n t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p o s i t i o n  t h a n  

t h e  c o u p l e ' s  p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e .  O n ly  o c c a s i o n a l l y  l a p s i n g  

i n t o  p e d a n t i c  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  

t h e  j o u r n a l ' s  v a l u e  l i e s  i n  i t s  u n a f f e c t e d  n a r r a t i v e ,  i n  

t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  

b e a r  w i t n e s s  i n  p l a i n  w o rd s  t o  t h e i r  own a g o n y .
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B o d i c h o n ' s  f a c t - f i n d i n g  S o u t h e r n  t o u r  b r o u g h t  

u n a v o i d a b l e  i f  u n p l e a s a n t  t r u t h s  a b o u t  s l a v e r y  t o  

h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  E n g l a n d .  She  c a r r i e d  h e r  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a s  w e l l ,  a d d i n g  

t o  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k  o f  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  L u c r e t i a  

M o t t  a s k e d  h e r  many q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  s l a v e r y .  

She  t o l d  M o t t  o f  t h e  e l o q u e n c e  o f  b l a c k  p r e a c h e r s ,  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s l a v e  a u c t i o n s  an d  s e c r e t  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  a s s u r e d  

h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  was w i d e s p r e a d  k n o w l e d g e  among t h e  s l a v e s  

o f  e m a n c i p a t i o n  e f f o r t s . ^ 0

On A p r i l  17 > 1858  o n  t h e  t r a i n  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o

v i s i t  L u c r e t i a  M o t t  t h e  B o d i c h o n s  p a s s e d  a  s t i c k  b e a r i n g

a  w h i t e  f l a g  m a r k i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  s l a v e  s t a t e s

an d  f r e e ,  Mason a n d  D i x o n ' s  l i n e  b e t w e e n  D e l a w a r e  a n d

P e n n s y l v a n i a . B o d i c h o n  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e r e  was

no p e r c e p t i b l e  c h a n g e  i n  s c e n e r y  o r  a i r ,  h e r  f e e l i n g s

c h a n g e d ,  " s o  much t h a t  i t  seem ed  t o  me a s  i f  e v e r y t h i n g
91was b e t t e r ,  b r i g h t e r ,  t r u e r ,  a t  o n c e . " 7

The end  o f  t h e i r  S o u t h e r n  t o u r  m a rk s  t h e  en d  o f  

t h e  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l .  B o d i c h o n  

p u r s u e d  w o m en 's  r i g h t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  B o s t o n  

and  New Y o rk .  She  e x c h a n g e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  L u c r e t i a  M o t t ,  

who showed h e r  a  m a ss  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  f r o m  w h i c h  s h e  made 

s e l e c t i o n s  t o  t a k e  b a c k  t o  E n g l a n d .  T hey  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  s u f f r a g e  c a m p a i g n  a n d  a g r e e d  t h a t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  make t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  t o  t h e
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v o t e .

B o d i c h o n  m e t  women p h y s i c i a n s  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  New

York  a n d  B o s t o n  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f e m a l e

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .  She  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  g o o d

s e n s e  o f  p e r s p e c t i v e  a b o u t  w h a t  g i r l s  " o u g h t "  t o  d o .

Amused b y  one  woman p h y s i c i a n ' s  d i s t r e s s  t h a t  h e r  y o u n g

d a u g h t e r  d i s l i k e d  a n a to m y  an d  c a r e d  o n l y  f o r  " t r i f l i n g

t h i n g s , "  B o d i c h o n  c o m p l a i n e d :  " T h e s e  Women's  R i g h t s

women a r e  a l l  o n  t h e  same t a c k ,  l o n g i n g  t o  make f a c s i m i l e s

o f  t h e m s e l v e s .  I  t e l l  t h e m  a l l  t h e y  a r e  w ro n g  and  a b s u r d - -

h a v e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  grow u p  a s  t h e y  w i l l ,  t o  b e  c o o k s  a n d
92m i l l i n e r s ,  s o l d i e r s  o r  s a i l o r s  i f  t h e y  w i s h  i t . " 7

R e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  f a s c i n a t e d  B o d i c h o n  t h r o u g h o u t

h e r  j o u r n e y .  She  was o f t e n  moved b y  s l a v e  p r e a c h i n g  a n d

s i n g i n g .  She  v i s i t e d  a  num ber  o f  U n i t a r i a n  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,

b u t  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  s a m p le  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s ,  w h a t e v e r

t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n .  A f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f f e c t i n g

P r e s b y t e r i a n  s e r v i c e  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  A p r i l  1 8 5 8 ,  s h e

commented  o n  t h e  f e r v o r  o f  A m e r i c a n  r e l i g i o n  an d  o n  t h e

r e s p e c t  w i t h  w h i c h  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r s  w e r e  t r e a t e d .  She

f o u n d  A m e r i c a n  c h u r c h e s  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h o s e  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d

t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  S h e  was s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  r e s p e c t  an d

a f f e c t i o n  m i n i s t e r s  r e c e i v e d  i n  a  c o u n t r y  w i t h  no
93s t a t e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  J

I n  B o s t o n  t h e  B o d i c h o n s  made t h e  u s u a l  c i r c u i t  o f  

r e f o r m  s o c i e t y ,  m e e t i n g  a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r e a c h e r  T h e o d o r e
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P a r k e r ,  p o e t  J a m e s  R u s s e l l  L o w e l l ,  R a l p h  Waldo E m e r s o n  

a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  c e l e b r i t i e s .  E n g l i s h  t r a v e l e r s  

c o n v e r g e d  t h e r e  t o  c o m p a re  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  a r g u e  t h e i r  

s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I n  J u n e  1 8 5 8  t h e  B o d i c h o n s  l e f t  t h i s  

c i r c l e  o f  u p p e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  s o  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h a t  w h i c h  a w a i t e d  th em  i n  L o n d o n ,  e n d i n g  a  y e a r  o f  

o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  b r i n g i n g  t h e  d i a r y  e n t r i e s  t o  a  c l o s e .
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CHAPTER V

WORK FOR WOMEN

T h e r e  was no h i a t u s  i n  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n ' s  f e m i n i s t  

a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 5 7 - 1 8 5 8 .  H e r  n e r v o u s  

c o l l a p s e  m e a n t  t h a t  s h e  was i n  A l g i e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  au tu m n  

o f  I 856  a n d  w i n t e r  o f  1857 when t h e  m a r r i e d  w om en 's  

p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n  was g r i n d i n g  t o  i t s  u n s u c c e s s f u l  

e n d .  D e s p i t e  B o d i c h o n ' s  a b s e n c e ,  h e r  f e m i n i s t  

c o m m i t t e e  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  London  m e e t i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  p e r i o d .  She d i d  n o t  r e m a i n  i d l e  i n  A l g i e r s .  She  

u s e d  h e r  p e r i o d  o f  r e c u p e r a t i o n  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  r e v i s i o n  

o f  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women and  t o  w r i t e  Women a n d  W o rk .

Women a n d  Work m ark e d  a  new d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  

r e f o r m e r s  o f  t h e  M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y  C o m m i t t e e .  

A b a n d o n i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  c a m p a i g n  d i r e c t e d  a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  

c h a n g e ,  t h e y  l a u n c h e d  a n  e f f o r t  t o  e x p a n d  em ploym en t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  women. The p e r n i c i o u s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

a n d  p h y s i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  c u l t  o f  f e m a l e  i d l e n e s s ,  

r e i n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  r e a l  p o v e r t y  o f  many r e d u n d a n t  g e n t l e ­

women, w e re  b e c o m i n g  t o p i c s  o f  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n .  B o d i c h o n 1s 

p a m p h l e t  was t h e  f i r s t  f e m i n i s t  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

i s s u e ,  i g n i t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n t r o v e r s y  w h i c h  r a g e d  o v e r  

t h e  n e x t  two d e c a d e s .

204
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Women and Work a p p e a r e d  f i r s t  a s  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  

t h e  F e b r u a r y  7> 1857  i s s u e  o f  t h e  W averl.y  J o u r n a l , a n  

o b s c u r e  S c o t t i s h  p e r i o d i c a l .  I n  O c to b e r  1 8 5 6 ,  B e s s i e  

P a r k e s  had b e e n  i n t r i g u e d  b y  a n  i s s u e  o f  t h i s  j o u r n a l ,  

w h ic h  a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  i t  was e d i t e d  b y  women. She  

made i n q u i r i e s ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  m a g a z in e ,  i f  a l t e r e d  

t o  e m p h a s iz e  w om en 's  i s s u e s  and m oved fro m  E d in b u r g h  t o  

L o n d o n , c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  p e r m a n e n t  fo ru m  f o r  t h e  b u d d in g  

f e m i n i s t  c a u s e .  The p r o p r i e t o r  i n v i t e d  h e r  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  

a r t i c l e s ,  h o p i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  h i s  

j o u r n a l ,  w h ic h  had u n t i l  t h e n  c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  o f  

s t o r i e s ,  poem s and o c c a s i o n a l  a r t i c l e s  on  c h a r i t y  e f f o r t s .  

P a r k e s  and I s a  C r a i g ,  a  S c o t t i s h  r e c r u i t  t o  t h e  f e m i n i s t  

c i r c l e ,  s u b m i t t e d  s e v e r a l  p i e c e s ,  w h i l e  B o d ic h o n  c o n ­

t r i b u t e d  "Women and W ork." I n  A p r i l  1857  P a r k e s ,  

t r a v e l i n g  i n  Rome, r e c e i v e d  a n  o f f e r  o f  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  p e r i o d i c a l .  Anna J a m e so n  u r g e d  h e r  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  

e d i t o r s h i p  and b y  Ju n e  1 8 5 7 » P a r k e s  had  r e t u r n e d  t o  

E n g la n d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  p r o j e c t .  B o d ic h o n  p l a c e d  a  

l a r g e  sum o f  m oney i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  s o l i c i t o r  G eo rg e  

H a s t i n g s  f o r  t h e  im p ro v em en t a n d ,  i f  i t  becam e d e s i r a b l e ,  

t h e  e v e n t u a l  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  m agazine .'* ' The m a g a z in e  d id  

n o t  a t t r a c t  much p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  

p e r i o d .

G e o rg e  E l i o t  w r o t e  e n c o u r a g i n g  n o t e s  o f  a d v i c e  t o  

P a r k e s .  S h e  a p p la u d e d  t h e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h
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p h i l a n t h r o p y  an d  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s ,  b u t  t r i e d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  

a  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d  " s e c o n d  r a t e  l i t e r a t u r e . "  S h e  u r g e d  

t h a t  f e m a l e  a c h i e v e m e n t  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  c o n t e n t  

o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e ,  n o t  b y  l a b e l i n g  i t  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  

e x c l u s i v e l y  f e m i n i n e  e f f o r t s .  N e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  W a v e r l y  J o u r n a l  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

1 8 5 7 ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  t h e  

p r o p r i e t o r  an d  H a s t i n g s  a d v i s e d  B o d i c h o n  an d  P a r k e s  t h a t  

t h e  p r o p e r t y  was n o t  w o r t h  t h e  money an d  e f f o r t  a l r e a d y  

e x p e n d e d .  T hey  a c c e p t e d  h i s  a d v i c e ,  e n d e d  t h e i r  a s s o c i ­

a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m a g a z i n e  a t  t h e  en d  o f  1857  a n d  i n  

M arch  1 8 5 8 ,  i n  L o n d o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  

a  new p e r i o d i c a l ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l .

Women a n d  Work s u r v i v e d  i t s  i n i t i a l  a p p e a r a n c e  

i n  t h e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  W a v e r l y  J o u r n a l . I t  was r e p r i n t e d  

a s  a  p a m p h l e t  i n  A p r i l  1857 a n d  c a u g h t  t h e  p u b l i c  

a t t e n t i o n .  I t  was  n o t  w e l l  w r i t t e n ,  l a c k i n g  t h e  c o n c i s e  

o b j e c t i v i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women.

The e d i t o r i a l  h a n d  o f  M a t th e w  D a v e n p o r t  H i l l  was m i s s i n g  

a n d  B o d i c h o n ' s  i n d i g n a t i o n  was i n d u l g e d  i n  p a s s i o n a t e  

p r o s e  t h a t  d i m i n i s h e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  h e i g h t e n e d  t h e  e f f e c t .  

The i s s u e s  w e re  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  t h e  b a s i c  

t h e m e s  p l a i n l y  s t a t e d ,  so  t h a t  t h e  p a m p h l e t ' s  t h r u s t  

c o u l d  n o t  b e  t o t a l l y  o b s c u r e d .

The v a l u e  o f  w o rk  f o r  e v e r y  human b e i n g ,  r e g a r d l e s s  

o f  s e x ,  i s  t h e  p a m p h l e t ' s  c e n t r a l  p r e m i s e .  The f a c t
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t h a t  m i d d l e  c l a s s  f e m a l e s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  no o c c u p a t i o n  

e x c e p t  m a r r i a g e  i s  c o n d e m n e d .  B o d i c h o n  b e g i n s  by- 

p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  women may f a c e  l o n g  y e a r s  b e f o r e  

m a r r i a g e  w i t h  no p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t y  t o  o c c u p y  th e m .

The i d l e n e s s  w h i c h  s o c i e t y  d e c r e e s  f o r  t e n s  o f  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  i t s  y o u n g  women c a u s e s  p s y c h o s o m a t i c

i l l n e s s e s ,  " h y s t e r i a  i n  i t s  m u l t i f o r m  a s p e c t s
h.

i n c a p a c i t a t e s  t h o u s a n d s . "  Worse  t h a n  t h a t ,  t h e  s u r p l u s  

o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women i n s u r e s  t h a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  num ber  

w i l l  n e v e r  m a r r y ,  e x i s t i n g  i n  p o i n t l e s s  i d l e n e s s ,  

w h e t h e r  c o m f o r t a b l e  o r  i m p o v e r i s h e d .  T r a i n i n g  f o r  a l l  

g i r l s  i s  t h e  o n l y  s o l u t i o n .  T hey  c o u l d  be  p r e p a r e d  t o  

work  a s  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  n u r s e s ,  o p e r a t o r s  o f  e l e c t r i c  

t e l e g r a p h  m a c h i n e r y ,  t e a c h e r s ,  m a n a g e r s  o f  w a s h i n g  

m a c h i n e s  a n d  s e w i n g  m a c h i n e s ,  o r  t r a i n e d  f o r  s i m i l a r  

o c c u p a t i o n s . ^  The m i d d l e  c l a s s  i d e a l  w h i c h  g l o r i f i e s  

t h e  f r i v o l o u s ,  w e a k ,  i g n o r a n t  a n d  s i c k l y  woman a s  m o s t  

f e m i n i n e  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  w a s t e  o f  e n o rm o u s  f e m a l e  

p o t e n t i a l .  T r a i n i n g  m u s t  b e  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n s  w h i c h  

u t i l i z e  w o m an 's  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  u p l i f t  h e r  s p i r i t ,  " w o r k - -  

n o t  d r u d g e r y ,  b u t  w o r k — i s  t h e  g r e a t  b e a u t i f i e r . "

B o d i c h o n  g o e s  e v e n  f u r t h e r  t h a n  p r o p o s i n g  w ork  t o  

g i v e  s i n g l e  women d i g n i t y  o r  s u s t e n a n c e .  Work w o u ld  b e  

a  p o s i t i v e  good  f o r  m a r r i e d  women a s  w e l l .  T h e r e  i s  no 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a n d  m i d d l e  c l a s s  

women. The f a c t  t h a t  6 0 , 0 0 0  s i g n a t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  g a i n e d
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f o r  t h e  m a r r i e d  w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y  p e t i t i o n s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e
n

d e p t h  o f  m a r r i e d  w o m en 's  d e s i r e  a n d  n e e d  t o  w o rk .  Many 

m a r r i e d  women w a n t  w ork  b e c a u s e  t h e y  m u s t  f e e d  an d
O

s u p p o r t  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o t h e r  d e p e n d e n t s .  H ow ev er ,  

m a r r i e d  women w i t h o u t  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d  s h o u l d  work  i f  

t h e y  c a n  make a  s o c i e t a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  M a r r i a g e  may 

n o t  f u l l y  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  o f  e v e r y  woman.

H er  s t a t e m e n t  o n  w ork  a n d  m a r r i a g e ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  V i c t o r i a n  

w o r s h i p  o f  f a m i l y  a n d  m o t h e r h o o d ,  c a n  o n l y  b e  r e g a r d e d  

a s  b l a s p h e m y :  "To b r i n g  a  f a m i l y  o f  12 c h i l d r e n  i n t o  

t h e  w o r l d  i s  n o t  i n  i t s e l f  a  n o b l e  v o c a t i o n ,  o r  a l w a y s  a  

c e r t a i n  b e n e f i t  t o  h u m a n i t y .  To b e  a  n o b l e  woman i s  b e t t e r  

t h a n  b e i n g  m o t h e r  t o  a  n o b l e  m a n . " ^  The c h a r g e  t h a t  

c h i l d r e n  o r  f a m i l y  w i l l  s u f f e r  i f  women e n t e r  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n s  i s  d i s m i s s e d .  I f  women f u l f i l l  t h e i r  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  f u l l  c i t i z e n s  t h e y  w i l l  t a k e  b e t t e r  

c a r e  o f  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s .  Q ueen  V i c t o r i a  p r o v e s  t h i s  

p o i n t  b y  f u l f i l l i n g  h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  m o n a rc h  a n d  

a c t i v e  m o t h e r  t o  a  l a r g e  f a m i l y . ^ " 0

T h o se  m i d d l e  c l a s s  m a r r i e d  women who c h o o s e  n o t  t o  

e n t e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e ,  b u t  d e v o t e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  h o u s e ­

h o l d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  " a r e  f a r  f r o m  i d l e . "  I n  a n  e x t r a ­

o r d i n a r i l y  m o d e r n  a p p r a i s a l  B o d i c h o n  p l a c e s  a  v a l u e  on  

t h e  w ork  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e :  "Women who a c t  a s  h o u s e k e e p e r s ,  

n u r s e s ,  a n d  i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  o f t e n  do a s  

much f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  a s  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ;
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a n d  i t  i s  v e r y  u n f a i r  f o r  men t o  s p e a k  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  a  

w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n  when s u c h  i s  t h e  c a s e . " ^  By 

r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  m o n e t a r y  v a l u e  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  w i f e  

a n d  m o t h e r ,  s h e  r e d e f i n e s  t h a t  " n o n - w o r k i n g "  s t a t u s ,  

m a k i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  w om an 's  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  i s  "w ork"  w i t h  a  q u a n t i f i a b l e  m a r k e t  

v a l u e  o f  e co n o m ic  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  f a m i l y  

f i n a n e  i a l  u n i t .

Women and  Work r a m b l e s  so  t h a t  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s

a r e  m ix e d  w i t h  a n e c d o t e s  o r  l o n g  t a n g e n t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n s

o f  f e m a l e  f a s h i o n s .  I t  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a  r e a s s e r t i o n  o f

t h e  n e e d  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .  P r o d u c t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n

o f  t a l e n t ,  t h a t  i s ,  w o r k ,  i s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  women a s  i t

i s  f o r  men. The f i n a l  p a r a g r a p h  r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  B o d i c h o n

i s ,  d e s p i t e  h e r  m o d e r n i t y ,  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h

c e n t u r y  a n d  h a s  n o t  r e l i n q u i s h e d  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e

i s  i n  f a c t  some m o r a l  q u a l i t y  w h i c h  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  women

f r o m  men.  I n  d i s m i s s i n g  c h a r g e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a b s u r d i t y

o f  f e m a l e s  i n  t h e  army o r  a t  s e a ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r

e n t e r i n g  p o l i t i c s ,  s h e  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  n o t

l i k e l y  t o  a r i s e .  "Women w i l l  r a t h e r  p r e f e r  t h o s e  n o b l e r

w o rk s  w h i c h  h a v e  i n  th em  s o m e t h i n g  c o n g e n i a l  t o  t h e i r
12m o r a l  n a t u r e s . "  The a r t s ,  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  commerce an d  

e d u c a t i o n  a r e  " p e r p e t u a l ” p r o f e s s i o n s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  a t t r a c t  

women b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  h u m a n i t y ' s  h i g h e s t  

m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e r e  i s  a  c l e a r  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n
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b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  m o r a l  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  some 

f a c t o r  i n h e r e n t  i n  g e n d e r  a t t r a c t s  o r  r e p e l s  i n d i v i d u a l s  

a s  t h e y  c h o o s e  m i l i t a r y  o r  e v e n  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r s .  The 

s t a t e m e n t  i s  b r i e f ,  b u t  e n l i g h t e n i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  

t h a t  e v e n  t h i s  m o s t  a r d e n t  f e m i n i s t  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  a c c e p t e d  

t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  f e m a l e  im a g e ,  a t t r i b u t i n g  s p e c i a l  

m o r a l  q u a l i t i e s  t o  women e v e n  w h i l e  r e j e c t i n g  a n y  

i n h e r e n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n e q u a l i t y .  H e r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  was l a t e r  t o  c h a n g e  d r a s t i c a l l y ,  b u t  

s h e  r e t a i n e d  h e r  b e l i e f  i n  w om an 's  s p e c i a l  m o r a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c i v i l i z i n g  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  

l i f e .

C r i t i c s  q u i c k l y  r i d i c u l e d  Women an d  Work f o r  i t s

l a c k  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  e x c e s s e s .  The

S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  p a m p h l e t  a n d  t h e  s e x

s u c c i n c t l y :  " I f  t h i s  i s  a  f a i r  e x a m p le  o f  w h a t  a  l a d y  who

b o a s t s  t o  h a v e  made t h e  s u b j e c t  h e r  own i s  l i k e l y  t o

p u b l i s h ,  we a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  s e x  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  so
13d e v e l o p e d  a s  we h a d  s u p p o s e d . "  B e s s i e  P a r k e s  had  

p u b l i s h e d  a  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  R em ark s  o n  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f
I k

G i r l s  a t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  Women a n d  Work a p p e a r e d .  

The S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w  c o u l d  n o t  r e s i s t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

condem n t h e  two a u t h o r s  a n d  t h e  " s t r o n g - m i n d e d  women" 

o f  t h e i r  c i r c l e  i n  one  s t i n g i n g  a r t i c l e .  B o d i c h o n ' s  

a r g u m e n t s  w e r e  d i s m i s s e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e m p t u o u s  a s s e r t i o n :  

"Women a r e  f a t a l l y  d e f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  pow er  o f  c l o s e
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c o n s e c u t i v e  t h o u g h t , "  an d  t h e  r e m i n d e r ,  "Men h a v e  t o o  

much e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  s e x ' s  c h a r m i n g  ways e v e r  t o  t r u s t  

t h e m  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p o l i t i c a l  economy o r  m o r a l  

p h i l o s o p h y . "  P a r k e s '  t r a c t  e v o k e d  s i m i l a r  s h a r p  

c e n s u r e .  S i n c e  s h e  h a d  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  g i r l s  he  

a l l o w e d  t o  r e a d  f r e e l y  i n  C h a u c e r ,  D r y d e n ,  F i e l d i n g  

a n d  Ben J o h n s o n ,  h e r  p u r i t y  was q u e s t i o n e d .  The 

w r i t e r  t o o k  c o m f o r t  i n  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  " s p e c i e s  

o f  v e r m i n "  P a r k e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  w o u ld  n e v e r  i n f e s t  E n g l i s h  

d r a w i n g - r o o m s . ^

The s t r e n g t h  o f  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  B o d i c h o n  a n d  P a r k e s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h e  t h r e a t  t h a t  was p e r c e i v e d  i n  t h e i r  w o r k .

The e m o t i o n a l  c l a m o r  t h a t  h a d  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  m a r r i e d  

w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n  was d i v e r t e d  t o  a r g u m e n t s  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  f e m a l e  em plo y m en t  an d  e d u c a t i o n .  

Y e t  i n i t i a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i d e a s  a d v o c a t e d  i n  Women and  

Work was n o t  t o t a l l y  n e g a t i v e .  I n d e e d ,  B o d i c h o n ' s  

p a m p h l e t  f o u n d  f e r t i l e  g r o u n d  among r e f o r m e r s  o u t s i d e  

h e r  i m m e d i a t e  f e m i n i s t  c i r c l e .  S h e  h a d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  

r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

P r o m o t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e ,  s u p p o r t  w h i c h  p r o v e d  

i n v a l u a b l e  when t h e  i d e a  o f  a  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r o m o t i o n  

o f  t h e  Em ploym ent  o f  Women e v o l v e d  i n  1 8 5 9 -

As a  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

was n o t  i n  t h e  same c a t e g o r y  a s  t h e  B e n t h a m i t e s  who 

p r e c e d e d  i t  o r  t h e  F a b i a n s  who f o l l o w e d  i t .  I t  was t o o
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l a r g e  a n d  d i d  n o t  p o s s e s s  t h e  s h a r p  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f o c u s  

w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  o t h e r  tw o .  H o w e v e r ,  i t s  s u b t l e  

i n f l u e n c e  o n  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  was u n d e n i a b l e .  One o f  i t s  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  was i n  g i v i n g  m i d d l e  c l a s s  

f e m a l e  r e f o r m e r s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  

c o m m i t t e e  members  a n d  s p e a k e r s .  Mary  C a r p e n t e r  f o u n d  

a  f o r u m  f o r  h e r  i d e a s  o n  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y .  L o u i s a  

T w i n i n g  an d  F r a n c e s  Pow er  Cobbe w o r k e d  an d  s p o k e  i n  t h e  

a r e a  o f  p o o r  l a w  r e f o r m .  B e s s i e  P a r k e s  a n d  B a r b a r a  

B o d i c h o n  p r e s e n t e d  p a p e r s  o n  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  an d  

e m p lo y m e n t .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  Women 

a n d  Work was r e f l e c t e d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  

b y  b o t h  men an d  women b e f o r e  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  E d u c a t i o n  

a n d  S o c i a l  Economy d e p a r t m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  

o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .

The A s s o c i a t i o n  b e g a n  i n  t h e  a u tu m n  o f  I 856  w i t h  

a n  i n f o r m a l  m e e t i n g  a t  L o r d  B r o u g h a m 's  home.  S o c i a l  

w o r k e r s ,  l a w y e r s ,  e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  e c o n o m i s t s ,  d o c t o r s ,  

b u s i n e s s m e n  an d  l e g i s l a t o r s  g a t h e r e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  

f o u n d i n g  o f  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and  

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s o c i a l  

e c o n o m i c s .  The A s s o c i a t i o n  was f o r m a l l y  i n a u g u r a t e d  a t  

a  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  o n  J u l y  2 9 ,  1857* B e t w e e n  1857  a n d  I 885  

t h i s  b o d y ,  m o d e l e d  o n  t h e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a c h i e v e d  

n a t i o n a l l y  w h a t  e a r l i e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  h a d  a t t e m p t e d  

l o c a l l y .  I t s  a n n u a l  c o n g r e s s e s ,  h e l d  i n  v a r i o u s  m a j o r
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c i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  w e re  i m p o r t a n t  c i v i c

o c c a s i o n s  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  v o l u m e s  o f  T r a n s a c t i o n s , w h i c h

p r o v i d e  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  d o c u m e n t a r y  r e c o r d  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s

t h o u g h t  on  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  E v a l u a t i n g  i t s  f i r s t  f i v e

y e a r s ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  G eo rg e

H a s t i n g s  a n a l y z e d  i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  He d e n i e d  t h a t

t h e r e  was no s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  " s c i e n c e  o f  s o c i e t y , "

r e f u t i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  e v e r y  co m m u n i ty  i s  a

m e re  h a p h a z a r d  a g g r e g a t i o n  o f  human b e i n g s .  H a s t i n g s

e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s p r a n g  f r o m  t h e  b e l i e f

t h a t  many p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m i s t s  h a d  i l l o g i c a l l y  n a r r o w e d

t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  b y  i g n o r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o f  m o r a l

d u t y :  "A u n i o n  was n e e d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  m o r a l  and

e c o n o m i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  p h i l o s o p h y

w h i c h  s h o u l d  e m b ra c e  i n  i t s  i n q u i r i e s  a l i k e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s

o f  s o c i a l  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f

c i t i z e n s h i p . " ^  I n  a c t i o n ,  s u c h  a  c o n c e p t i o n  i n v o l v e d

a  s t u d y  o f  t h o s e  s u b j e c t s  c o n d u c i v e  t o  s o c i a l  r e f o r m .

As a  s p e a k e r  a t  a  l a t e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n f e r e n c e  e x p l a i n e d

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  p o t e n t i a l :  "New i d e a s  o r i g i n a t e  v e r y

r a r e l y  i n  P a r l i a m e n t .  They  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  s t a r t e d  o u t s i d e ,

p r o p a g a t e d  b y  a g i t a t i o n  an d  u l t i m a t e l y  f o r c e d  u p o n
17P a r l i a m e n t  b y  e x t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e s . "

The o r i g i n a l  b o d y  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  

o f  a  number  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  g r o u p s ,  e a c h  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  i s s u e .  T h e s e  i s s u e s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e
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A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  r e v o l v e d  

a r o u n d  f i v e  m a i n  d e p a r t m e n t s :  J u r i s p r u d e n c e  a n d  t h e  

Amendment o f  t h e  Law; E d u c a t i o n ;  P u n i s h m e n t  and  

R e f o r m a t i o n ;  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ;  a n d  S o c i a l  Economy.

T h e s e  i s s u e s  b r o u g h t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  b o d y  o f

i n f l u e n t i a l  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The

G e n e r a l  C o m m i t t e e  a l o n e  h ad  139  m em b ers ,  i n c l u d i n g

19 p e e r s  o r  t h e i r  s o n s  (among th e m  L o r d  S h a f t e s b u r y

a n d  L o r d  J o h n  R u s s e l l ) ,  27 m em bers  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,

10 f e l l o w s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y ,  an d  e m i n e n t  s o c i a l

t h e o r i s t s ,  s u c h  a s  E d w in  C h a d w ic k ,  C h a r l e s  K i n g s l e y ,

J o h n  S t u a r t  M i l l ,  J o h n  R u s k i n ,  J a m e s  Kaye S h u t t l e w o r t h
1 Ran d  J o h n  S im o n .  The d e p a r t m e n t a l  c o m m i t t e e s  

c o n t a i n e d  o t h e r  n o t e d  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  s o c i a l  

s e r v i c e .  T h u s ,  t h e  J u r i s p r u d e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t  was g u i d e d  

n o t  o n l y  b y  many p r a c t i s i n g  m em bers  o f  t h e  B a r ,  b u t  

a l s o  b y  men l i k e  L e o n e  L e v i ,  who s e r v e d  a s  a  c o n s u l t a n t  

f o r  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  C h a r i t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  S o c i e t y .  

The E d u c a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  c o n t a i n e d  p e o p l e  l i k e  J o s e p h  

S t u r g e  o f  t h e  A d u l t  S c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  R e v .  C . P .  N o r r i s  o f  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y .  The P u b l i c  H e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  

i n c l u d e d  C h a d w ic k ,  S im o n  a n d  S o u th w o o d  S m i t h  among i t s  

c o n t r i b u t o r s .  P r a c t i c a l  w o r k e r s  p r e d o m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  

P u n i s h m e n t  a n d  R e f o r m a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t .  M ary  C a r p e n t e r  

was a  l e a d i n g  s p e a k e r  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

The t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  b ec o m es  c l e a r
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when t h e  names o f  i t s  c o m m i t t e e  m em bers  a n d  s p e a k e r s  a r e  

s t u d i e d ,  e v e n  i n  t h i s  s u p e r f i c i a l  m a n n e r .  A c a r e f u l  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - n i n e  v o lu m e s  o f  i t s  T r a n s a c t i o n s  

w o u ld  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  a  c o a l i t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  m i d d l e  c l a s s  a n d  

t h e  e v o l v i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  w h i c h  r e a c h e d  i t s  u l t i m a t e  

i n  a  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  A m a te u r  r e f o r m e r s  

an d  t h e  new p r o f e s s i o n a l s  m i n g l e d  i n  t h e  i n f a n t  

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  s o c i e t y ,  

w h i c h  was t h e i r  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z ­

a t i o n  an d  o v e r - p o p u l a t i o n .  R e s u l t s  w e r e  u n e v e n  and  t h e  

T r a n s a c t i o n s  c o n t a i n  a s  many p l a t i t u d e s  a s  h a r d  f a c t s  

and  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v i d e n c e .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  d e n i e d  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  c r e a t e d  a  new a p p r o a c h  t o  s o c i a l  

r e f o r m  a n d  m i r r o r e d  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  c o m b i n i n g  t h e  m o r a l  

an d  s c i e n t i f i c  w o r l d s  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y .

S o c i a l  p o l i c y  b e t w e e n  1857  an d  1885  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i n  i t s  

r o l e  a s  a  f o r u m  f o r  i d e a s ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

c a m p a i g n s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n ­

t r i b u t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s . M i d d l e  c l a s s  

r e f o r m  m ovem ents  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  w e re  

i n v a r i a b l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o r  i n f l u e n c e d  by 

t h e  w ork  o f  one  o f  i t s  d e p a r t m e n t s .  The A s s o c i a t i o n  

t o o k  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i e t a l  f r a m e w o r k  a s  a  g i v e n ,  r u l i n g  

o u t  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  s u p p o r t i n g  r a d i c a l  r e f o r m s ,  s u c h



216

a s  s o c i a l i s m .  An a t t e m p t  was made t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  w o r k i n g

c l a s s e s  an d  a  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g  f o r  th e m  was a r r a n g e d  a t  e a c h

c o n g r e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  w o r k i n g  men w i t h  r a d i c a l  t e n d e n c i e s

becam e d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The summons t o

t h e  f i r s t  T r a d e s  U n i o n  C o n g r e s s  o f  1 8 6 8  c e n s u r e d  t h e

o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  " a r t i s a n  c l a s s "  a l m o s t
19e n t i r e l y  f r o m  i t s  m e e t i n g s  an d  T r a n s a c t i o n s .

The A s s o c i a t i o n  was n o t  w i t h o u t  c r i t i c s .  I n  1858

t h e  A th en aeu m  a c c u s e d  i t  o f  b e i n g  " c r o t c h e t y "  a n d  o f

d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  " c r a v i n g  f o r  f u r t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e

i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  a n d  a  d e s i r e  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  l i m i t s  o f
20t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t . "  I n  1861  Thomas Love

P e a c o c k  made t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h e  t a r g e t  f o r  s a t i r e .  I n

G r y l l  G ran g e  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t h e  P a n t o p r a g m a t i c

S o c i e t y ,  Brougham  i s  l a m p o o n e d  a s  L o r d  M i c h i n  M a l i c h o

an d  R u s s e l l  a s  L o r d  F a c i n g - b o t h - w a y s . P e a c o c k  r i d i c u l e s

t h e  new s c i e n c e  o f  P a n t o p r a g m a t i c s , w h i c h  y i e l d s  no

p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s  an d  c o n s i s t s  o f  e n d l e s s  l e c t u r e s
21an d  a  s t r e a m  o f  i r r e l e v a n t  s t a t i s t i c s .

C r i t i c i s m  was a  n a t u r a l  h a r v e s t  f o r  a n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l i n g  t o  b r e a k  down s o c i a l  b a r r i e r s .  I n  

1857  I s a  C r a i g ,  a  y o u n g  S c o tsw o m an  who was a  member o f  

B o d i c h o n ' s  f e m i n i s t  c i r c l e ,  was a p p o i n t e d  a s s i s t a n t  

s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  b y  G e o rg e  H a s t i n g s .  The 

n o m i n a t i o n  o f  a  woman t o  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  

a  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  s i z e  an d
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i n f l u e n c e  w as a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g e s t u r e .  I t  was t h e  f i r s t

m a jo r  s t e p  to w a r d  f e m a l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

The S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w  n a t u r a l l y  condem ned t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f

women a t  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  " U n i v e r s a l  P a l a v e r  A s s o c i a t i o n , "

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th em  a s  "Lord B ro u g h a m 's  l i t t l e  c o r p s  o f

l a d y  o r a t o r s , "  and p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r e s u l t  o f

t h e i r  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  w o u ld  b e  t o  a f f i r m
22t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  " u n l a d y l i k e . "  D e s p i t e  

s u c h  c o n d e m n a t io n ,  E m i ly  D a v i e s  n o t e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  

"The A s s o c i a t i o n  was o f  im m ense u s e  t o  t h e  w om en's  

m ovem ent i n  g i v i n g  u s  a  p l a t f o r m  from  w h ic h  we c o u l d  

b r i n g  ou r  v i e w s  b e f o r e  t h e  s o r t  o f  p e o p l e  who w ere
2 3l i k e l y  t o  b e  d i s p o s e d  t o  h e l p  i n  c a r r y i n g  them  o u t . "  J  

B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  Women and Work 

had s t r e s s e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  m o r a l  q u a l i t y  w h ic h  t h e  f e m a l e  

n a t u r e  c o u l d  b r i n g  t o  h u m a n iz in g  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  L ord  

S h a f t e s b u r y  e c h o e d  h e r  s e n t i m e n t s  a s  h e  th a n k e d  women 

f o r  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  e a r l y  

e f f o r t s .  He s t r e s s e d  t h e  " p e c u l i a r  n a t u r e "  o f  t h e  

f e m a l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  Men m ig h t  a d v a n c e  s o c i a l  r e f o r m  

t h r o u g h  l a r g e  s c a l e  p r o j e c t s ,  b u t  women c o u l d  b e  r e l i e d  

on  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  and h o m e ly  t o u c h e s .  T h e i r  t a l e n t  was  

f o r  i s s u e s  r e q u i r i n g  t a c t  and d e l i c a c y ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  

d o m e s t i c  s p h e r e .  Men w o u ld  w r i t e  t h e  s o c i a l  t r e a t i s e s  

and d r a f t  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i l e  women w o u ld  e x e r c i s e  

m o r a l  i n f l u e n c e  t o  a s s i s t  i n  c o r r e c t i n g  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e . '
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S h a f t e s b u r y  was e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  women, 

w h i l e  B o d i c h o n  was  a n  a r d e n t  c r u s a d e r  on  t h e i r  b e h a l f .  S h e  

was r a d i c a l  i n  h e r  i n s i s t e n c e  on  f u l l  f e m a l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  H i s  s p e e c h  c l e a r l y  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  

w o m an 's  p r o p e r  s p h e r e  o f  a c t i o n .  H ow ev er ,  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  

two e n d s  o f  a  c o n t i n u u m ,  n o t  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s i n g  

v i e w s .  I t  m u s t  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  B o d i c h o n  a n d  S h a f t e s b u r y  

s h a r e d  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  f e m a l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

s o c i e t y  w o u ld  b e  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  

m a l e .  E x p r e s s e d  m ore  f o r c e f u l l y  b y  S h a f t e s b u r y  t h e  

c o n c e p t  o f  m o r a l  a t t r i b u t e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  g e n d e r  i s  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h a t  i n  Women a n d  W o r k . The f u l l  s e x u a l  e q u a l i t y  w h i c h  

B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  o f  an d  w o rk e d  f o r  t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  l i f e  

m u s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  m o d e l  t h u s  

c r e a t e d .  T h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  h e r e  o f  s e x u a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  

o r  s u p e r i o r i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f e m a l e  c h a r a c t e r  t h u s  d e f i n e d  

d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  l i m i t e d  g o a l s  p u r s u e d  b y  g r o u p s  l i k e  t h e  

S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  g o a l s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  e v e n  t h e  

m o s t  r a d i c a l  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  f e m i n i s t s  l i k e  B o d i c h o n .

B o d i c h o n ' s  i d e a s  a b o u t  em p lo y m en t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  

women f o u n d  a n o t h e r  p l a t f o r m  i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  

Woman' s J o u r n a l . The J o u r n a l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  M arch  1 8 5 8 ,  

an d  t h e  women’ s  c l u b  a n d  em plo y m en t  r e g i s t e r  w h ic h  g r e w  

u p  a r o u n d  i t  w e re  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  p r o v i d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  women t o  e n t e r  new p r o f e s s i o n s .  The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

t h e  g r o u p  o f  f e m i n i s t s  who h a d  b e g u n  a s  t h e  M a r r i e d
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Women's  P r o p e r t y  C o m m i t t e e  c o a l e s c e d  a r o u n d  t h e  o f f i c e  

o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  a n d  t h e  " l a d i e s  o f  Langham P l a c e , "  l e d  

b y  B o d i c h o n ,  n o t  o n l y  s p o k e  a n d  w r o t e  a b o u t  r e f o r m ,  b u t  

a l s o  c r e a t e d  c o n c r e t e  a g e n c i e s  f o r  c h a n g e  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  

s i x t i e s .

I n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 5 8  B e s s i e  P a r k e s  h a d  w r i t t e n  G e o rg e  

E l i o t  o f  t h e  l i m i t e d  l i a b i l i t y  com pany  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  

s e t  u p  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  J o u r n a l : "We a r e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  

*£'1000 a n d  a  g r e a t  s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t . I n  a c t u a l i t y

B o d i c h o n  p r o v i d e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  m oney ,  o t h e r s  i n  t h e i r  

f e m i n i s t  c i r c l e  u n a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  m ore  t h a n  t o k e n  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  The f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  d e c l a r e d  

t h a t  t h e  new m o n t h l y  was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e x i s t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  

em ploym en t  f o r  women, b o t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  m a n u a l ,  t h e  

b e s t  m e th o d s  f o r  c a u t i o u s l y  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  t h a t  

e m p lo y m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  l a w s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e
p ̂

p r o p e r t y  a n d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s e x e s .  The o b j e c t i v e s  

B o d i c h o n  h a d  s e t  f o r  women b e t w e e n  1 8 5 ^  a n d  1857  w e r e  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h a t  d e c l a r a t i o n  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  s i x  y e a r s  o f  

i t s  e x i s t e n c e  t h e  J o u r n a l  was t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

n e t w o r k  l i n k i n g  t h e  L o n d o n  f e m i n i s t s  w i t h  women t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c o u n t r y .

The J  o u r n a l  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  r e p r i n t e d  s p e e c h e s  o n  

w o m en 's  i s s u e s ,  a n d  e a g e r l y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  

l a w  c o u r t s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  new d i v o r c e  

l a w .  P r o f i l e s  o f  women s u c c e s s f u l l y  p u r s u i n g  c a r e e r s
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throughout the world included Florence Nightingale, Rosa 
Bonheur, Elizabeth Blackwell and a number of noted Italian 
women. The Annual Report of the Governesses Benevolent 
Institution was the basis of an article in the first issue 
describing the wretched situation of that ill-paid 
group of working women. In other issues campaigns 
were waged for improved physical education for girls 
and for the adoption of simpler feminine styles.

Parkes asked Eliot to contribute to the new
periodical, but beyond letters of advice got only a
polite refusal. Eliot was fully committed by this
time to her novels and insisted that she could do no 

27other writing. 1 She discussed the work of the magazine 
with Parkes and Bodichon, but never contributed to it.
The Journal depended for contributions upon the nucleus 
of feminists who had made up the original Married 
Women's Property Committee. Parkes was primarily 
responsible for day-to-day operations since Bodichon 
spent each winter in Algiers after her marriage in 
July 1 8 5 7 .  However, Bodichon sent articles from Algiers 
and the time she spent in England was consumed by the 
Journal and its affiliated services.

Bodichon displayed political pragmatism during 
various feminist campaigns. She could become emotional 
and overexuberant about issues, but a strong sense of 
proportion usually saved her from indulging in sentimental
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fantasies. Thus, she evaluated the potential influence
of the Journal realistically and was disturbed that
Parkes overestimated its impact. She expected the
magazine to serve the reform movement, hut worried that
the tool might be destroyed by an insular self-
righteousness and a lack of literary discipline.
From Algiers she confided her concern to George Eliot.
She was worried about Parkes' ecstatic appraisals of

28the Journal's success. Eliot agreed that the magazine
had serious flaws and that Bodichon would have to make
unpopular criticisms on her next English visit. Succeeding
correspondence indicates that Eliot had some doubt about
the quality of the Journal, but by December 1859 she
reassured Bodichon (back in Algiers for another winter)
o f  h e r  b e l i e f  i n  i t s  s u c c e s s :  "The E n g l i s h w o m a n 1s  J o u r n a l

must be doing good substantially--stimulating woman to
useful work and rousing people generally to some

29consideration of women's needs." 7
One of the most important columns in the magazine 

was "Open Council" which asked for readers' opinions on 
women's issues. Letters came from women in the provinces 
describing their own situations. Eventually the women 
themselves began coming to the J ournal offices in 
Cavendish Square. They wanted work. Scores of unemployed 
governesses and needlewomen, widows and orphans, suddenly 
thrown into the labor market, untrained and impoverished,
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looked to the Journal for help. Confronted with the
poignant reality Bodichon and Parkes turned from writing
articles to keeping an employment register. It was an
inadequate beginning. On any given day twenty requests
for employment might be received from women who only
knew that they did not want to be governesses and asked 

20for advice. The list of women seeking work grew, 
but few positions opened to them.

The difficulty of placement through the Journal 
register was compounded by the fact that two distinct 
groups of women were applying for assistance. Not only 
were there far too many applicants, but numbers of 
women "were of a different class."^"L It became clear 
that two problems existed. The first involved the 
professional employment of "born and bred ladies." There 
was no question that class was a real distinction and

32simple trades would not suffice for women of breeding.
The second group of women might be sustained through entry
into the semi-mechanical occupations such as printing
or law-copying or telegraphy, but even that seemed an
unattainable goal. Men went on strike when women entered
their workshops. The Saturday Review echoed general fears,
insisting: "Employment is a fixed quantity and therefore,
if women come into men's occupations the result must be

33a lowering of men's wages.
The effect of female competition had been noted much



earlier in the 1840 Report of the Commission investigating 
the Handloom Weavers. The commissioners had concluded that 
women workers had overstocked the trade and brought wages

r>h,down. In his Political Economy, published in 18^9,
J.S. Mill considered the question of women workers. He
noted that wages were lowest in trades where the entire
family worked. The addition of wife and child to the
workforce served only to drive down the wage of the male,
since subsistence for the family unit appeared to determine
the rate employers were forced to pay. Thus, whether a man
worked alone or was joined by wife and children, the family
income remained stable. J In later editions of Political
Economy Mill insisted that this fact should not
encourage the exclusion of women from competition in the
labor market, since work for wages removed them from
dependence for subsistence on a " m a s t e r . M i l l  addressed
the question of why women's wages were lower than those of
men. The overstocking of employments by the addition of
women workers had driven wages down. Women whose wages
were part of a family income earned only a supplementary
wage. In addition, the single woman worker required less
for subsistence than the man supporting a family and

37therefore her wages could be lower than his. Women 
workers in free competition with men would earn lower 
wages Mill concluded. The threat of low paid female 
competition frightened working men who resisted their 
entry into the labor market. Middle class reformers
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were troubled by the seemingly inescapable under­
employment of men promised when women workers entered 
industrial employments.

Even so sympathetic a forum as the Social Science 
Association reflected concern regarding female entrance 
into industrial employment. Charles Bray read a paper 
at its first congress in 1857 expressing his disagreement 
with Bodichon's Women and Work. Bray was convinced that 
women must restrict their industrial activities to 
specialized female occupations. If they competed with 
men in an already overstocked labor market the results 
would be disastrous. He was genuinely concerned about 
reforming female employment in industry, but disagreed 
as to the alternatives available. He had corresponded 
with Bodichon about Women and Work, but remained so 
strongly disturbed that he published his own pamphlet. 
Bray was the brother-in-law of Sara Hennell, George 
Eliot's close friend and steady correspondent. Eliot 
noted the controversy between her two friends in a 
letter in September 1 8 5 7 :  "Mr. Bray, I suppose is going 
to take the field against the 'working woman,1 if I am 
right in my inference from the letter he wrote to Mrs. 
Bodichon. Something will come out of the battle, whoever 
is right.

T h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  g r e w  a n d  i n  A p r i l  1859  H a r r i e t  

M a r t i n e a u ' s  " F e m a l e  I n d u s t r y , "  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  E d i n b u r g h
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Review. She insisted that the issue could not be over­
stated. Taking the themes of Women and Work for her own 
and echoing recent issues of the Journal, Martineau 
explored the problem of female employment alternatives, 
assured of a wide audience that those other forums could 
not attract. Apart from employment in agriculture, mills 
or factories, women who needed to work for subsistence
had only two choices, plying the needle or becoming 

AOteachers. The annual report of the Governesses
Benevolent Institution illustrated the seriousness of
female difficulties.

Martineau noted the prejudices of men and women
against female employment. The resistance of workers to
the introduction of female labor expressed itself in
the Staffordshire potteries in an absurdity. Women
employed in painting porcelain aroused such ill will that
workmen refused to permit supervisors to allow the

Ll iwomen hand-rests while painting. Female prejudice 
was as much of a problem as male resistance. In a large 
draper's and mercer's shop the owner's experiment in 
employing female sales personnel failed. Business 
dwindled, but when the frustrated proprietor hired 
some shopmen they were deluged with customers, while 
their female counterparts were left standing idle. The 
shoppers, nearly all women, simply had no confidence in 
the ability of women to measure ribbons and fabrics, or
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l±2perform the simplest tasks behind the counter.
Martineau advocated training, as Bodichon had in

1 8 5 7 :  "We m u s t  i m p ro v e  a n d  e x t e n d  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  u t m o s t ;

and then open a fair field to the powers and energies we
have educed." J Professional education was as important
as industrial employment. The work of Dr. Elizabeth
Blackwell provided a concrete example of the contribution
women might make as physicians.^

Martineau's article was a clear well organized
statement of the case first argued in Bodichon1s Women
and Work. It focused national attention on practical
possibilities rather than abstract injustice. To
strengthen the arguments Martineau described successful
experiments in Switzerland and the United States.

In the area of professional education Martineau
had cited Blackwell's medical pioneering. Blackwell
was visiting England at the time the article appeared.
On March 2 ,  1859  a t  Marylebone Hall, London, Blackwell
began a series of lectures on women and the medical
profession. Barbara Bodichon, Benjamin Smith and
Bessie Parkes organized and supported the talks which
she gave in London, Manchester, Birmingham and Liverpool.
Blackwell's London lecture inspired Elizabeth Garrett,
a member of Bodichon's feminist circle. Garrett
decided to become a physician and later led the female

i!5medical movement m  England.
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Bodichon took Blackwell to visit George Eliot and 
George Lewes in June 1859- The couple was impressed 
by Blackwell's intelligence and dedication, but found 
her "schoolmistress-like in manner." The humorless 
and didactic qualities which disappointed Lewes and Eliot 
were a marked contrast to Bodichon's effervescence, but 
did not prevent the two women from maintaining close ties 
across the Atlantic for more than thirty years.

The spring and summer of 1859 were active periods 
for Bodichon. Returning to England from Algiers meant 
renewing her ties with feminism and art. She arranged 
an exhibition of her paintings at the French Gallery and 
went daily to the offices of the Journal. The feminists 
looked to Bodichon for direction and she found herself 
overwhelmed by meetings, social obligations and constant 
calls for advice. She wrote George Eliot that she was 
tempted to announce that she and Eugene Bodichon were not 
actually married. That would insure her peace by making 
her a social outcast: "You are right to get rid of the 
world. Sometimes here I  get so sick that I  think I  must

n
r u n  a w a y . "  S o c i a l  r e f o r m  was a  c o m p e l l i n g  o b l i g a t i o n ,  

b u t  a  y e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e  p r i v a t e  w o r l d  o f  p a i n t i n g  a n d  

s o l i t u d e  d i s t u r b e d  h e r  p e a c e  o f  m in d .  S h e  was n e v e r  

c o m p l e t e l y  a b l e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  c o n f l i c t .  The 

p r o b l e m  was a g g r a v a t e d  b y  t h e  a c t u a l  d i v i s i o n s  i n  h e r  

l i f e ,  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  A l g e r i a n  w o r l d  o f  h e r
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husband and England, which she always considered home.
Even as Elizabeth Blackwell toured England and

Harriet Martineau praised American efforts in "Female
Industry," Bodichon's Women and Work was making its
way across the Atlantic. In 1859 the pamphlet was
published in New York with a preface by Catherine M.
Sedgwick, which analyzed the difference between English
and American society. Sedgwick asserted that America
was "plastic and fusible," while England suffered from
"inexorable prejudices" which had to be overcome

kRb e f o r e  p r o g r e s s  was p o s s i b l e .  The b a s i c  th e m e  o f

Women and Work regarding the inherent right and
responsibility of every individual to work productively

k gwas extolled and underlined in Sedgwick's preface. 7
If American women read Women and Work for inspir­

ation, British reformers made more concrete use of its 
proposals. Bessie Parkes read a paper on "The Market 
for Educated Female Labour," at the October 1859> 
conference of the Social Science Association. Acknowledging 
Bodichon's assistance in the preparation of her paper,
Parkes went on to discuss proposals for upgrading the 
teaching profession. She concluded that women might 
serve as school inspectors and advocated the opening 
of the middle class examinations at Oxford to women.
To augment Parkes' presentation, which dealt only with 
the educated woman, Jessie Boucherett, a recent arrival
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among the London feminists delivered a paper on "The 
Industrial Employments of Women," describing work she 
had begun in Lincolnshire.

Jessie Boucherett (1825-1905) "the youngest 
daughter of a Lincolnshire landowner, came to London

e iinspired by Martineau's "Female Industry."-^ She had
r e a d  t h e  E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  an d  a r r i v e d  a t  i t s

offices eager to join the staff. She wished to found
a society which might directly address the problems of
women seeking employment. Boucherett was surprised
at the elegance and youth of the reformers, among
them Bodichon, who struck her as "beautifully dressed,

^2of radiant beauty with masses of golden hair."^ Allowing 
her a measure of exaggeration, it should be noted that 
Bodichon's feminist circle was characterized by youth, 
energy, style and family connections that insured social 
prominence.

The ebullient company at Cavendish Square welcomed
Boucherett and by July 7» 1859 a Society for the Promotion

33of the Employment of Women had been established. v Member­
ship required a <^5 donation. The Honorary Secretaries 
were Jessie Boucherett and Adelaide Proctor. Sarah 
Lewin and Emily Crow served as executive secretaries, 
while an advisory committee included Barbara Bodichon, 
Bessie Parkes and Emily Faithfull. In October 1859 "the 
Society was officially affiliated with the Social Science
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A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  

B r a d f o r d .  The J o u r n a l  moved f r o m  C a v e n d i s h  S q u a r e  t o  19 
Langham P l a c e  a t  t h e  end  o f  1859 a n d  t h e  S o c i e t y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h e r e .  Rooms w e re  

d e s i g n a t e d  i n  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  f o r  a  l a d i e s '  c l u b ,  w h i c h  

i n c l u d e d  a  d i n i n g  room an d  a  l i b r a r y . ^

The w ork  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  

p r a c t i c a l  e f f o r t  t o  p r e p a r e  women o f  t h e  l o w e r  m i d d l e  

c l a s s e s  f o r  new o c c u p a t i o n s .  The r e f o r m e r s  c h o s e  t o  w ork  

f i r s t  w i t h  l o w e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women a f t e r  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  

o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s c a l e .  P a r k e s  e x p l a i n e d :  " F o r  h i g h l y  

e d u c a t e d  women we c o u l d  f o r  a  t i m e  do n o t h i n g ;  women o f  

no e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  do n o t h i n g  f o r  u s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  we 

c o u l d  o p e n  no new c h a n n e l s  f o r  t h e  l a b o u r  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  

an d  o u r  e x p e r i m e n t s  w o u ld  h a v e  f a i l e d  o w in g  t o  t h e  

i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  l a t t e r . R e f o r m e r s  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  

t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  t u r n  t h e  l o w e s t  c l a s s  o f  g o v e r n e s s  i n t o  

s u c c e s s f u l  t r a d e s w o m e n  a n d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  i n t e l l i g e n t  

s e a m s t r e s s e s  m i g h t  b e  t r a i n e d  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  j o b s .

Printing was the first trade considered. Despite 
the heavy work involved in presswork, it was determined 
that women could easily work as compositors. On March 25, 
i860 the Victoria Press was opened by Emily Faithfull in 
Great Coram Street, Russell Square. The Society began 
by choosing five girls to serve apprenticeships. They 
were so successful that by October i860 the number of
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t r a i n e e s  was i n c r e a s e d  t o  s i x t e e n .  The V i c t o r i a  P r e s s  

becam e p r i n t e r  f o r  t h e  J o u r n a l  a n d  p r o d u c e d  t h e  y e a r l y  

T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n . - ^  Law 

c o p y i n g  was a n o t h e r  a r e a  t h a t  c o u l d  em p lo y  women. The 

S o c i e t y  o p e n e d  a  l a w  s t a t i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e  i n  P o r t u g a l  

S t r e e t ,  L i n c o l n ' s  I n n ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  b y  e m p l o y i n g  a n d  

t r a i n i n g  t e n  f e m a l e  c l e r k s . - ^

The S o c i e t y  w a n t e d  t o  p l a c e  f e m a l e  b o o k k e e p e r s  an d  

c a s h i e r s  i n  s h o p s .  T h i s  p r o v e d  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  l a c k  o f  m a t h e m a t i c a l  s k i l l s  among women. 

B o d i c h o n  h a d  c i t e d  t h i s  p r o b l e m  i n  Women an d  W o rk . She  

h a d  i n t e r v i e w e d  two y o u n g  women who r a n  a  s h o p .  When 

a s k e d  how much p r o f i t  t h e y  e a r n e d  a n n u a l l y ,  t h e y  w e re  

o n l y  a b l e  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e y  d i d  n o t  p a y  

m ore  f o r  t h e i r  g o o d s  t h a n  t h e y  s o l d  th em  f o r .  When t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  was r a i s e d ,  t h e  two women 

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  l e t  l o d g i n g s  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  

i n c o m e .  T h ey  h a d  no i d e a  o f  how much p r o f i t  o r  l o s s  was 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  n o r  o f  how t o  k e e p  a n  

a c c u r a t e  a c c o u n t i n g  o f  t r a n s a c t i o n s . - ^  To r e c t i f y  t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  i 8 6 0  t h e  S o c i e t y  o p e n e d  a  b u s i n e s s  s c h o o l  

f o r  g i r l s ,  w h e re  t h e y  w e re  t a u g h t  t o  w r i t e  l e t t e r s ,  

c a l c u l a t e  w i t h o u t  a  s l a t e  an d  t o  k e e p  a c c o u n t s  b y  s i n g l e  

a n d  d o u b l e  e n t r y .  J e s s i e  B o u c h e r e t t  r a n  t h e  s c h o o l  w h i c h  

c h a r g e d  a  s h i l l i n g  p e r  week f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  7 S i n c e  

many g i r l s  came f r o m  o u t s i d e  Lon d o n  a n d  h a d  no p l a c e  t o
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l i v e  w h i l e  b e i n g  t r a i n e d ,  a  L a d i e s '  I n s t i t u t e  was o p e n e d  

w h ic h  a c c o m o d a t e d  f i f t y  r e s i d e n t s .

When t h e  S o c i e t y  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 9  i t  c h a n g e d  i t s  e x c l u s i v e l y  f e m a l e  

l e a d e r s h i p .  L o rd  S h a f t e s b u r y  becam e i t s  P r e s i d e n t  an d  

i t s  g e n e r a l  c o m m i t t e e  was com posed  o f  t w e l v e  men and  

t w e l v e  women. By J u n e  2 9 ,  i 8 6 0  S h a f t e s b u r y  was a b l e  t o  

c h a i r  a  m e e t i n g  a n d  r e c e p t i o n  t o  s u r v e y  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a n d  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  i t s  f e m i n i s t  

o r i g i n a t o r s  o n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  B e s s i e  P a r k e s ,  J e s s i e  

B o u c h e r e t t  a n d  E m i l y  F a i t h f u l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  p a p e r s  t h a t  

e v e n i n g ,  t h o s e  p a p e r s  w e re  r e a d  b y  m a le  members  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y .  Women h a d  come q u i t e  a  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  u n d e r  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  

t h e y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s p o k e  p u b l i c l y ,  i t  was  c l e a r  o n  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n i n g  t h a t  t h e  m a le  members  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

c o m m i t t e e  w e re  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  s p o k e s m e n .  They  d i d  n o t  

c o n s c i o u s l y  p a t r o n i z e ;  t h e y  t i p p e d  t h e i r  h a t s  i n  p u b l i c  

r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  t o n e  

was c l e a r .  Male  a n d  f e m a l e  members  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  d i d  

n o t  o p e r a t e  a s  c o l l e a g u e s  y e t .  The women d e m o n s t r a t e d  

w h a t  c o u l d  b e  d o n e ,  t h e  men a p p r o v e d  a n d  g a v e  t h e  w ork  

c r e d i b i l i t y  b y  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .

I n i t i a l  S o c i e t y  p r o j e c t s  made s m a l l  i n r o a d s  on  

t h e  e n o rm o u s  p o o l  o f  u n e m p lo y e d  women. The i d e a  o f
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f e m a l e  e m i g r a t i o n  b ecam e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  

r e f o r m e r s .  As e a r l y  a s  I 8 6 0  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  h ad  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  e q u i p p i n g  g i r l s  f o r  l i f e  i n
/ I  f)

t h e  c o l o n i e s .  By 1862  when t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  w h a t  t o  

do w i t h  r e d u n d a n t  women was r a g i n g  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r e s s , 

W.R. G re g  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  f e m a l e  e m i g r a t i o n  was a  m a j o r
/ I  -j

p a r t  o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n .  By t h a t  t i m e  t h e  F e m a le  M i d d l e  

C l a s s  E m i g r a t i o n  S o c i e t y  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  M a r i a  Rye 

a s  a  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  t h e  Women's  Em ploym en t  S o c i e t y .

Rye ( I 8 2 9 - I 9 0 3 ) h a d  b e e n  a  member  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  o r i g i n a l  

M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  h a d  o r g a n i z e d  

t h e  Women's  Em ploym en t  S o c i e t y  l a w  c o p y i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  

A s s i s t e d  b y  J a n e  L e w i n ,  s h e  o r g a n i z e d  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  

A u s t r a l i a  a n d  New Z e a l a n d  f o r  n u m b e r s  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  

women. I n  t h e  summer o f  1862  s h e  d e c i d e d  t o  t r a v e l  t o  

A u s t r a l i a  t o  s p e n d  two y e a r s  o r g a n i z i n g  a  w om en 's  

c o m m i t t e e  t o  r e c e i v e  a n d  p l a c e  new a r r i v a l s  more  

e f f i c i e n t l y .  B o d i c h o n  h e a d e d  t h e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  e f f o r t  

f o r  t h e  t r i p .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t h a n k i n g  L o r d  S h a f t e s b u r y  

f o r  a  p l e d g e  o f  ^ 2 5 »  B o d i c h o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s h e  p l a n n e d  

t o  c o n t i n u e  r a i s i n g  money t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  two y e a r s  so  

t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w o u ld  n o t  be  a  d r a i n  o n  t h e  Women's
/ I  Q

E m ploym ent  S o c i e t y .  I n  O c t o b e r  I 863  B o d i c h o n  was 

s t i l l  a c t i v e l y  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a n d  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c o n v i n c e  

J o u r n a l  r e a d e r s  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  e f f o r t  

was u s e f u l .  She  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p l a n n i n g  an d
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o r g a n i z i n g  s o  t h a t  women c o u l d  make s u c c e s s f u l  t r a n s i t i o n s  

t o  l i f e  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s .  D i r e c t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a  y o u n g  

e m i g r a n t  m i g h t  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  g r a t i f y i n g ,  b u t  s u p p o r t  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  e m i g r a n t s  w e re  c o s t l y .  I f  p l a n n i n g  a n d  

o r g a n i z i n g  w e re  n o t  g l a m o r o u s ,  t h e y  w e r e  more  p e r m a n e n t l y  

u s e f u l  t h a n  d i r e c t  p e r s o n a l  g i f t s . ^

F e m a le  e m i g r a t i o n  was p r i m a r i l y  a' L o n d o n  b a s e d

e f f o r t .  The Women's  Em ploym ent  S o c i e t y  b e g a n  t o  c r e a t e

a  n e t w o r k  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  c h a p t e r s  d u r i n g  i t s  s e c o n d  y e a r

o f  o p e r a t i o n .  E m i l y  D a v i e s  s t a r t e d  a  b r a n c h  f o r  t h e

d i s t r i c t s  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  an d  Durham i n  N e w c a s t l e

on  O c t o b e r  2 k ,  I 8 6 0 .  I n  M arc h  1861  s h e  b e g a n  a

b o o k k e e p i n g  c l a s s  f o r  t e n  p u p i l s  a n d  b y  May s h e  h a d
6kb e g u n  a  r e g i s t r y  f o r  g o v e r n e s s e s .

E m i l y  D a v i e s  ( I 8 3 O - I 92 I ) ,  t h e  p e r e n n i a l  s e c r e t a r y  

f o r  a l m o s t  e v e r y  w o m e n 's  c o m m i t t e e  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  

o f  o r g a n i z e d  f e m i n i s m ,  e v e n t u a l l y  d i r e c t e d  h e r  e f f o r t s  

e x c l u s i v e l y  t o w a r d  i m p ro v e d  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

The d a u g h t e r  o f  a  c l e r g y m a n  f r o m  G a t e s h e a d ,  s h e  s p e n t  

h e r  g i r l h o o d  i n  p a r i s h  w o r k ,  s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t  s c h e m e s  

a n d  r e l i g i o u s  d e v o t i o n s .  S h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  g r o w i n g  s e n s e  

o f  i n j u s t i c e  a t  b e i n g  d e n i e d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n  h e r  

b r o t h e r s  e n j o y e d .  H e r  b r o t h e r  L l e w e l y n  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  

a  L o n d o n  p a r i s h  i n  I 856  a n d  p u r c h a s e d  a  home i n  B l a n d f o r d  

S q u a r e .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1857  s h e  t r a v e l e d  w i t h  h e r  i n v a l i d  

b r o t h e r  H e n r y ,  who s o u g h t  h e a l t h  i n  A l g i e r s .  D u r i n g  t h e
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t r i p  s h e  m e t  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n ' s  s i s t e r s  Nanny an d  B e l l a .  

Nanny ,  s h e  w r o t e  l a t e r ,  was t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s h e  h a d  e v e r  

m e t  who s h a r e d  h e r  f e e l i n g  o f  r e s e n t m e n t  a t  t h e  s u b j e c t i o n  

o f  w o m e n . ^  A f t e r  t h e  S m i t h s  i n t r o d u c e d  h e r  t o  B o d i c h o n ,  

s h e  becam e a n  a c t i v e  member o f  t h e i r  f e m i n i s t  c i r c l e .  

L l e w e l y n  D a v i e s '  B l a n d f o r d  S q u a r e  r e s i d e n c e  g a v e  h i s  

s i s t e r  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  S m i t h / B o d i c h o n  L o n d o n  home.  

I n i t i a l l y  s h e  w o rk e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  n o r t h e r n  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  

Women's  Em ploym ent  S o c i e t y ,  b u t  b y  J a n u a r y  1862  s h e  an d  

h e r  widowed m o t h e r  h a d  moved p e r m a n e n t l y  t o  C u n n in g h am  

P l a c e  i n  L o n d o n .

On J u l y  1 8 ,  1862  D a v i e s  a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  o n  t h e  

e d i t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l , b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  

t h e  S e p t e m b e r  i s s u e .  T h r o u g h o u t  1862  a n d  I 863  s h e  

c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  B o d i c h o n  f r e q u e n t l y  a b o u t  t h e  t r o u b l e d  

f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  I t  was s t e a d i l y  l o s i n g  m oney ,  

q u a l i t y  c o n t r i b u t o r s  r e f u s i n g  t o  w r i t e  w i t h o u t  p a y m e n t ,  

w h i l e  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  l i m i t e d .  I n  J a n u a r y  I 863  

B o d i c h o n  s e n t  a  c h e c k  t o  c o v e r  r e n t  a n d  e x p e n s e s  a n d  i t  

was a g r e e d  t h a t  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  

e n d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  when s h e  a r r i v e d  i n  E n g l a n d  f o r
rp

t h e  summer m o n t h s .  ' By 1 8 6 ^  t h e  J o u r n a l  h a d  c e a s e d  

p u b l i c a t i o n  and  D a v i e s  t o o k  o n  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  new 

V i c t o r i a  M a g a z in e  p u b l i s h e d  b y  E m i l y  F a i t h f u l l  a t  t h e  

V i c t o r i a  P r e s s . ^

The work  o f  t h e  Women's  Em ploym ent  S o c i e t y  p r o g r e s s e d
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a t  Langham P l a c e  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l .

The f e m i n i s t  c i r c l e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n ,  B o d i c h o n

g i v i n g  i t  f o c u s  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  e a c h  s p r i n g  when s h e

r e t u r n e d  t o  L o n d o n .  As l a t e  a s  1872  t h e  V i c t o r i a

D i s c u s s i o n  S o c i e t y ,  w i t h  F a i t h f u l l  a s  c h a i r m a n ,  h e l d

m e e t i n g s  on  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  e m p lo y m e n t .  A p a p e r

d e l i v e r e d  a t  i t s  D ecem b er  k ,  1872  m e e t i n g  r e s t a t e d  t h e

t h e o r i e s  f i r s t  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  Women an d  Work i n  1 8 5 7 -

"Work a s  a  N e c e s s i t y  f o r  Women," c o n t r i b u t e d  no new

j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  no i n n o v a t i v e  t r a i n i n g  
69p r o g r a m s .  7 I t  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  i t s  s i m i l a r i t y  w i t h  p a p e r s  

o f  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  women i n  

em ploym en t  h a d  b e e n  l i m i t e d ,  t h a t  s o c i e t a l  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  

a n  e x p a n d i n g  f e m a l e  s p h e r e  was s t i l l  s t r o n g  a n d  t h a t  

f e m i n i s t  a r g u m e n t s  n e e d e d  c o n s t a n t  r e p e t i t i o n  t o  p r o d u c e  

a n y  d i s c e r n i b l e  i m p a c t .

S p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  w e re  b e g i n n i n g  t o  d i v i d e  f e m i n i s t s ,  

h o w e v e r .  S e p a r a t e  c a m p a i g n s  n e e d e d  t o  b e  waged i f  

p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  im p r o v e d  e d u c a t i o n  o r  i n c r e a s e d  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was t o  b e  a c h i e v e d .  Many r e f o r m e r s  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  o n l y  b y  o p e n i n g  t h e s e  a r e a s  t o  women c o u l d  em p lo y m en t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  be  e x p a n d e d .  The l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  

o f  women was b e c o m i n g  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  c o m p le x  c o m b i n a t i o n  

o f  f a c t o r s ,  e a c h  i n e x t r i c a b l y  b o u n d  t o  t h e  o t h e r s ,  y e t  

e a c h  d e m a n d in g  s e p a r a t e  a c t i o n  i f  u l t i m a t e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  t o t a l i t y  was t o  o c c u r .  The L a n g h a m i t e s  r e m a i n e d
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a  l o o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  c i r c l e  f o r  d e c a d e s  t h e r e a f t e r ,  m e e t i n g

one  a n o t h e r  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  new f e m i n i s t  c o m m i t t e e s ,

e a c h  w i t h  r o o t s  i n  B o d i c h o n ' s  M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y

C o m m i t t e e  o f  I 8 5 6 .

B o d i c h o n  was h e r s e l f  i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  t r a n s i t i o n .  I n

i 860  s h e  h ad  s u f f e r e d  a  d e e p  p e r s o n a l  l o s s  a t  t h e  d e a t h  o f

h e r  f a t h e r .  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h  d i e d  o n  A p r i l  1 2 ,  i 860  a n d

B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  t o  G eo rg e  E l i o t  two m o n th s  l a t e r  t h a t  h e r

t i e  t o  h im h a d  b e e n  much g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  " k i t h  a n d  
70k m . "  T o g e t h e r  t h e y  h a d  c h a m p io n e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c a u s e s ;  

i n d e e d ,  B e n j a m i n ' s  e n e r g y  o f t e n  s u r p a s s e d  B a r b a r a ' s .  H i s  

s u p p o r t  f o r  E l i z a b e t h  B l a c k w e l l ' s  m e d i c a l  w ork  was 

s p i r i t e d .  He n o t  o n l y  w e lcom ed  B l a c k w e l l  t o  h i s  f a m i l y  

c i r c l e ,  b u t  p r o v e d  a  g e n e r o u s  s p o n s o r ,  p l e d g i n g  money f o r

h e r  A m e r i c a n  h o s p i t a l  a n d  w i l l i n g  h e r  a  s u b s t a n t i a l
71 . . .b e q u e s t .  He h a d  made e a c h  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r s  f i n a n c i a l l y

i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  b y  t h i s  g e s t u r e  c r e a t e d  e n d u r i n g  f a m i l y  

u n i t y ,  a  u n i t y  w h i c h  owed n o t h i n g  t o  e co n o m ic  d e p e n d e n c e .  

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  d i s a g r e e m e n t  o v e r  J o h n  Chapman,  B e n j a m i n  an d  

B a r b a r a  w ere  s t r o n g l y  a t t a c h e d .  H i s  d e a t h  made B l a n d f o r d  

S q u a r e  u n u s u a l l y  i n a c t i v e .  The h o u s e  was l e f t  t o  B a r b a r a  

a n d  became t h e  B o d i c h o n ' s  Lon d o n  home,  b u t  was s h u t  f o r  a  

good  p a r t  o f  e a c h  y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r .

I t  was some t i m e  b e f o r e  B o d i c h o n  r e c o v e r e d  h e r  

c u s t o m a r y  a n i m a t i o n  and  f o r  a  f ew  y e a r s  h e r  f e m i n i s m  

l a c k e d  i n s p i r a t i o n  o r  a  s e n s e  o f  u r g e n c y .  I n  A p r i l  1861
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G eo rg e  E l i o t  w r o t e  w i t h  c o n c e r n :  " I  t h i n k  o f  y o u  a  good

d e a l ,  d e a r  B a r b a r a - - s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  a  m i n g l i n g  o f  s a d n e s s

a t  some t h i n g s  t h a t  t o u c h  y o u  n e a r l y .  B u t  t h e r e  a r e  so

many c h o r d s  i n  y o u r  l i f e ,  t h a t  some j o y  a n d  c o n s o l a t i o n

l i e s  b y  t h e  s i d e  o f  e v e r y  g r i e f . D u r i n g  1861  a n d  1862

E l i o t  t r i e d  c o n t i n u a l l y ,  b u t  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  f i n d  w o rd s

o f  s o l a c e .  B o d i c h o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m o u rn  h e r  f a t h e r  a n d  was

i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  h e r  m a r r i a g e  was c h i l d l e s s .

By J u l y  1862 s h e  was f o r c i n g  h e r s e l f  t o  go o n  w i t h  r o u t i n e

a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  f e e l i n g  m e n t a l l y  e x h a u s t e d ,  a t t r i b u t i n g  h e r

m a l a i s e  t o  m i d d l e  a g e .  S h e  w r o t e  W i l l i a m  A l l i n g h a m  t h a t

e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  l i f e  was e b b i n g :  " I f  i t  w e re  n o t  t h a t  a t

t h i r t y - f i v e  one  h a s  a c q u i r e d  h a b i t s  w h i c h  h a p p i l y  c a n n o t

b e  b r o k e n  I  s h o u l d  n o t  go o n  a s  I  d o ;  I  c o u l d  n o t  b e g i n

a s  I  u s e d  t e n  y e a r s  ago  a t  a n y  o f  t h e s e  d u s t y  d i r t y
73a t t e m p t s  t o  h e l p  o n e ' s  p o o r  f e l l o w  c r e a t u r e s . " ' - '

P r i v a t e  s o r r o w s  m i n g l e d  w i t h  p u b l i c  o n e s . B o d i c h o n  

was d e e p l y  t r o u b l e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  W ar .  H er  

f a m i l y ' s  a n t i - s l a v e r y  t r a d i t i o n  h ad  b e e n  s t r e n g t h e n e d  

i n  h e r  b y  h e r  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r i e n c e s .  E l i z a b e t h  B l a c k w e l l  

s e n t  h e r  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  a g o n i z e d  

A m e r i c a .  I n  I 863  a n d  1 8 6 4  B o d i c h o n  p u b l i s h e d  two a r t i c l e s  

i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  e x p r e s s i n g  h e r  h o r r o r  a t  

E n g l i s h  s y m p a th y  f o r  t h e  S o u t h .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  

d e s c r i b e d  c o n d i t i o n s  s h e  h a d  w i t n e s s e d  d u r i n g  h e r  

s o u t h e r n  t o u r  i n  1 8 5 7 - 5 8 . ^  I t  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  s t r o n g
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m o r a l  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  a  p l e a  t h a t  E n g l i s h  

c i t i z e n s  r em em b er  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  w ar  was s l a v e r y ,  

a  m o r a l  e v i l  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  r e c o g n i z e d .  " A c c o m p l i c e s , "  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 4  a d v o c a t e d  a n  E n g l i s h  b o y c o t t  o f  g o o d s  

c o n t a i n i n g  s o u t h e r n  g ro w n  c o t t o n .  B o d i c h o n  d rew  a  p a r a l l e l  

b e t w e e n  t h e  g o o d s  p r o d u c e d  b y  m a t c h  g i r l s  a n d  o t h e r  a b u s e d  

f e m a l e  w o r k e r s  a n d  s l a v e  p r o d u c e d  p r o d u c t s .  E n g l i s h w o m e n  

c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  m i s e r y  o f  w o r k i n g  g i r l s ,  j u s t  a s  

t h e y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  e v i l s  o f  s l a v e r y .  Women m u s t  c o n s i d e r  

t h e m s e l v e s  a c c o m p l i c e s  t o  t h o s e  i n j u s t i c e s  so  l o n g  a s  t h e y  

s u p p o r t e d  t h e  e c o n o m i c s  o f  b o t h  s y s t e m s .  S l a v e r y  was 

" s t o l e n  l a b o u r , "  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  f a r  m ore  s e r i o u s  c r i m e  

t h a n  s i m p l e  t h e f t  o f  g o o d s .

The d e p r e s s i o n  t h a t  B o d ic h o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  p e r s o n a l  u n h a p p in e s s  and a  s e n s i t i v e  r e a c t i o n  

t o  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War was n o t  a s  s e v e r e  a s  h e r  

b rea k d o w n  o f  I 8 5 6 . S h e  was d e t e r m in e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  r o u t i n e  

a c t i v i t i e s  and t h a t  t e n a c i t y  was r e w a r d e d  b y  a  g r a d u a l  

r e c o v e r y .  T h r o u g h o u t  h e r  l i f e  B o d ic h o n  becam e d i s s a t ­

i s f i e d  o n c e  a  f e m i n i s t  p r o j e c t  had moved b e y o n d  i t s  i n i t i a l  

s t a g e s .  The d e t a i l  w ork r e q u i r e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  c a m p a ig n  

w as i n v a r i a b l y  l e f t  t o  o t h e r s .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  W omen's  

Em ploym ent S o c i e t y  w as w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  1861  c o n ­

t r i b u t e d  m ore t h a n  a  l i t t l e  t o  h e r  s e n s e  o f  e n n u i .  

B e g i n n i n g s  w e re  h e r  t a l e n t  and i t  was f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  a  

new c h a l l e n g e  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  i n  I 8 6 5 . By I 869  s h e
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c o u l d  c o n f i d e n t l y  r e p o r t  t o  A l l i n g h a m :  " I  do n o t  t h i n k  

t h e r e  i s  much d a n g e r  o f  g e t t i n g  u t i l i t a r i a n !  I  may g e t  

s o m e t i m e s  b i t t e r  a n d  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a n d  h a v e  moods o f  s a d n e s s ,  

b u t  n o t  h a r d n e s s  an d  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  l e s s  i n  w h a t  t h e  p o e t s  

b e l i e v e ,  no n e v e r  l e s s .  At.  m i d d l e  l i f e  I  h a v e  a  d e e p e r
rp

b e l i e f  t h a n  I  h a d  a t  t w e n t y . " '  She  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  s t r o n g

o p t i m i s m  i n  1 8 6 7 ,  e v e n  a f t e r  a  d e b i l i t a t i n g  a t t a c k  o f

A l g e r i a n  f e v e r .  She  c h i d e d  A l l i n g h a m  f o r  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f

t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  E n g l i s h  s o c i e t y :  " I  do t h i n :k  E n g l a n d

i s  ’u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , ’ an d  so  i s  F r a n c e ,  an d  so  a r e  y o u  a n d

so  am I ,  an d  I  f e e l  s o m e t i m e s  a s  C a r l y l e  d o e s  a l w a y s - -

b u t  I  know w e l l  e n o u g h - - ’u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ’ a s  i t  a l l

i s ,  i t  i s — i e .  E n g l a n d  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e — b e t t e r  now t h a n
77i t  was a t  a n y  one  t i m e  you  l i k e  t o  f i x  u p o n . "  The 

w o r l d  was i m p r o v i n g .  I n  1 8 6 5  B o d i c h o n  h a d  r e n e w e d  

h e r  com m itm en t  t o  p e r f e c t i n g  i t .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  

s h e  j o i n e d  f o r c e s  w i t h  J o h n  S t u a r t  M i l l  an d  women 

t u r n e d  t o w a r d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  t o  demand t h e  v o t e .
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CHAPTER VI

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE: THE FIRST CAMPAIGN

On J u l y  1 2 ,  1865  J o h n  S t u a r t  M i l l  was e l e c t e d  

t o  P a r l i a m e n t  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  W e s t m i n s t e r .  H i s  

e l e c t i o n  a d d r e s s  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  

t h e  f r a n c h i s e  s h o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  f e m a l e s .  A l t h o u g h  

he  h a d  c o m p l e t e d  b u t  n o t  y e t  p u b l i s h e d  The S u b j e c t i o n  

o f  Women a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  h i s  o p i n i o n  on  

w om en 's  s u f f r a g e  h a d  b e e n  c l e a r l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o v e r n m e n t , p u b l i s h e d  i n  i 8 6 0 .  I n  

a r g u i n g  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  b u t  g r a d u a t e d  s u f f r a g e  he  

d i s m i s s e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  s e x :  " I  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  b e  a s

e n t i r e l y  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s ,  a s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  

h e i g h t ,  o r  i n  t h e  c o l o u r  o f  t h e  h a i r . " ' * '  As e a r l y  a s  

J u l y  1851  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  "The E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  Women," 

i n  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v ie w  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  M i l l ' s  co m m itm en t  

t o  f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e .  R e p r i n t e d  i n  M i l l ' s  D i s s e r t a t i o n s  an d  

D i s c u s s i o n s , t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e  was i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  

m e e t i n g  o f  a  w o m e n 's  r i g h t s  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  W o r c e s t e r ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  O c t o b e r  1 8 5 0 .  A l t h o u g h  M i l l  a t t r i b u t e d  

t h e  a r t i c l e  t o  H a r r i e t  T a y l o r ,  t h e  e s s a y  r e f l e c t s  h i s  v i e w s  

a s  much a s  h e r s .  I t  c o n t a i n e d  a  s t r o n g  c l a i m  f o r  e q u a l  

r i g h t s  i n  p r o p e r t y ,  i n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  c h o i c e ,  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  i n  f a m i l y  s t a t u s .  The e s s a y  c l e a r l y

2^7
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s t a t e d  t h e  b a s i s  o n  w h i c h  women m i g h t  c l a i m  t h e  s u f f r a g e  

among o t h e r  r i g h t s :  "We d e n y  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f

t h e  s p e c i e s  t o  d e c i d e  f o r  a n o t h e r  p o r t i o n ,  o r  a n y  i n d i v ­

i d u a l  f o r  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  w h a t  i s  a n d  w h a t  i s  n o t  t h e i r  

' p r o p e r  s p h e r e . '  The p r o p e r  s p h e r e  f o r  a l l  human b e i n g s  i s  

t h e  l a r g e s t  an d  t h e  h i g h e s t  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o  a t t a i n

t o .  What t h i s  i s ,  c a n n o t  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  w i t h o u t  c o m p l e t e
2

l i b e r t y  o f  c h o i c e . ”

The f e m i n i s t  c i r c l e  a t  Langham P l a c e  s u p p o r t e d

M i l l ' s  c a n d i d a c y  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g

o f  I 8 6 5 . B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n ,  who h ad  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n

h e r  f a t h e r ' s  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c a m p a i g n s  a s  a  c h i l d ,

r e j o i c e d  i n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e e n t e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l

a r e n a .  She  h i r e d  a  c a r r i a g e  a n d  h a d  i t  c o v e r e d  w i t h

p l a c a r d s  s u p p o r t i n g  M i l l .  J o i n e d  b y  I s a  C r a i g ,

E m i l y  D a v i e s  a n d  B e s s i e  P a r k e s , B o d i c h o n  r o d e  t h r o u g h

W e s t m i n s t e r  i n  h e r  c a m p a i g n  b u g g y .  As D a v i e s  r e m e m b e r e d ,

t h e y  h a d  c a l l e d  i t  g i v i n g  M i l l  m o r a l  s u p p o r t ,  b u t  w e re

s t r u c k  b y  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  t h e y  w e re  d o i n g  h i s  c a u s e  m ore

harm  t h a n  g o o d .  T h i s  f e a r  was h e i g h t e n e d  when f r i e n d s

r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  f e m i n i s t s  t h a t  M i l l  h a d  b e e n  d e r i d e d
3

a s  " t h e  man who w a n t s  t o  h a v e  g i r l s  i n  P a r l i a m e n t . " - ^

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  M i l l  was s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  D a v i e s  r e c a l l e d  

t h a t  B o d i c h o n  u t t e r e d  a  p r o p h e c y  a b o u t  f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e  

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n .  "You w i l l  go u p  a n d  v o t e  

u p o n  c r u t c h e s ,  an d  I  s h a l l  come o u t  o f  my g r a v e  an d  v o t e
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if-m  my w i n d i n g  s h e e t . "  She  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  p r e d i c t e d  

w i t h  g r e a t e r  a c c u r a c y .  D a v i e s  was e i g h t y - e i g h t  when 

s h e  w e n t  t o  t h e  p o l l  i n  1 9 1 9  a n d  B o d i c h o n  h a d  b e e n  

d e a d  f o r  n e a r l y  t h i r t y  y e a r s .

B o d i c h o n ' s  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  w o u ld  e l a p s e  

b e f o r e  women g a i n e d  t h e  v o t e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h e r  a w a r e n e s s  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s .  A l t h o u g h  s h e  t h r e w  h e r s e l f  i n t o  

t h e  s u f f r a g e  c a m p a i g n  w i t h  f e r v o r  a n d  p u s h e d  h a r d  t o  

o r g a n i z e  i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - s i x t i e s ,  s h e  

h ad  f e w  i l l u s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  d e p t h  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t h e  p r o ­

p o s a l  w o u ld  e n c o u n t e r .  Many s u f f r a g i s t s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

t r a v e l e d  i n  r a d i c a l  c i r c l e s  w h e r e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  

s u p p o r t  w e re  a u t o m a t i c , l o s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  a b o u t  t h e  

f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  r a p i d  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e .  B o d i c h o n ,  

h o w e v e r ,  was a  s o w e r  o f  s e e d s ,  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  s u f f r a g e  

i s s u e  a s  s h e  h a d  t h e  m a r r i e d  w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a i g n .

She  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e a r l y  p a p e r s  a r g u i n g  t h e  c a s e  f o r  

w om en 's  v o t e s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e  

an d  o r g a n i z e d  a  p e t i t i o n  c a m p a i g n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  l e g i s ­

l a t i v e  r e f o r m .  S h e  b r o u g h t  t h e  f e m i n i s t  f o c u s  b a c k  t o  

P a r l i a m e n t ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p a t t e r n s  s u f f r a g i s t s  w e r e  t o  

f o l l o w  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f i f t y  y e a r s .

B o d i c h o n ' s  f i r s t  e f f o r t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  f e m a l e  

s u f f r a g e  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  M i l l ' s  e l e c t i o n  t o  P a r l i a m e n t .

On May 2 3 ,  1 8 6 5 ,  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  a  w om en 's  

d i s c u s s i o n  s o c i e t y  was h e l d  a t  t h e  K e n s i n g t o n  home
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o f  C h a r l o t t e  M a n n in g .  An o u t g r o w t h  o f  e f f o r t s  t o  o p e n  

l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t o  g i r l s ,  t h e  K e n s i n g t o n  

S o c i e t y  a t t r a c t e d  a b o u t  f i f t y  members an d  s e r v e d  a s  a  

f o ru m  f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  w om en 's  i s s u e s .  B o d i c h o n  

was one  o f  i t s  f o u n d e r s  a n d  was j o i n e d  b y  o t h e r  L a n g h a m i t e s  

i n c l u d i n g  E m i l y  D a v i e s  an d  J e s s i e  B o u c h e r e t t .  The 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t t r a c t e d  many f e m i n i s t s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  

t h e  Women's  Em ploym ent  S o c i e t y  s u c h  a s  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  

t h e  C h e l t e n h a m  L a d i e s '  C o l l e g e ,  D o r o t h e a  B e a l e ,  a n d  o f  

t h e  N o r t h  London  C o l l e g i a t e  S c h o o l ,  F r a n c e s  Mary B u s s .  

E l i z a b e t h  G a r r e t t ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  m e d i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  

j o i n e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  a n d  p e r h a p s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  

B o d i c h o n ' s  s u f f r a g e  work  was t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  H e l e n  

T a y l o r ,  M i l l ' s  s t e p d a u g h t e r .

The K e n s i n g t o n  S o c i e t y  g a v e  i t s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o v e r  

t o  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a  p a p e r  b y  G a r r e t t  o n  "What i s  t h e  

B a s i s  a n d  What  t h e  L i m i t s  o f  P a r e n t a l  A u t h o r i t y . "  The 

t o p i c  was s t i l l  a  c a u s e  f o r  h e a t e d  d e b a t e  an d  many o f  

t h e  women p r e s e n t  r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  p a r e n t a l  r e s t r i c t i o n  

m e r e l y  b y  a p p e a r i n g  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g . T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

p r o v i d e d  a n  e m o t i o n a l  o u t l e t  f o r  many o f  t h e  women, b u t  

t o  B o d i c h o n  t h a t  k i n d  o f  d e b a t e  was u s e l e s s ,  no p r a c t i c a l  

end  b e i n g  s e r v e d .

When E m i l y  D a v i e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a p e r s  f o r  

t h e  s e c o n d  K e n s i n g t o n  S o c i e t y  m e e t i n g  m i g h t  d e a l  w i t h  

t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  f e m a l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c
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a f f a i r s ,  B o d i c h o n  f o u n d  h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y .  E l e c t o r a l  

r e f o r m  was t h e  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  moment .  B o th  

B o d i c h o n  an d  H e l e n  T a y l o r  m a i l e d  i n  p a p e r s  a d v o c a t i n g  

t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  women. B o d i c h o n  

was w i n t e r i n g  i n  A l g i e r s  a n d  T a y l o r  was i n  A v i g n o n  when 

t h e  p a p e r s  w e re  r e a d  on  November  2 1 ,  I 8 6 5 . D a v i e s  h ad  

w r i t t e n  B o d i c h o n  a  week e a r l i e r  t o  p r a i s e  h e r  p a p e r  a n d  

e x p r e s s  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  T a y l o r ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  She 

t o l d  B o d i c h o n  t h a t  t h r e e  o t h e r  p a p e r s  h a d  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d  

o p p o s i n g  f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e .

D a v i e s '  a p p r o v a l  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  s e n t i m e n t s  was n o t  

u n q u a l i f i e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  s u f f r a g e  c a m p a i g n  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  

l a t e r  e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e  D a v i e s '  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n s t i n c t s  w e re  a l a r m e d  b y  B o d i c h o n ' s  n a t u r a l  

e x u b e r a n c e  an d  s t r o n g  l a n g u a g e .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  r e m e m b e re d  

t h a t  D a v i e s  was p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s i x t i e s  a n d  s e v e n t i e s  e v a l ­

u a t e d  a l l  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  e f f e c t  

o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s .  T h u s ,  s h e  was e x t r e m e l y  c a u t i o u s  

i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s u f f r a g e  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  w i t h d r e w  f r o m  

t h a t  c a m p a i g n  f o r  f e a r  o f  j e a p o r d i z i n g  h e r  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  D a v i e s  was i n  t h a t  s e n s e  a  f a n a t i c ,  

s i n g l e - m i n d e d  i n  h e r  f e m i n i s m  i n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  

B o d i c h o n .

I n  November 1865» h o w e v e r ,  D a v i e s  was s t i l l  

w i l l i n g  t o  work  w i t h  B o d i c h o n  f o r  t h e  v o t e  an d  a d v i s e d
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t e m p e r i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  p a p e r  t o  make i t  

more  p a l a t a b l e .  C a l l i n g  a n t i - s u f f r a g e  a r t i c l e s  " f o o l i s h "  

m i g h t  b e  t r u e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  seem  q u i t e  " p o l i t e . "  I t  w o u ld  

b e  p o l i t i c  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  im p o se d  b y  

men o n  women a  " m i s t a k e "  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  " c r i m e , "  s i n c e  

men w e r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  i n d i g n a t i o n .  S h e  w r o t e  B o d i c h o n  

t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  m in d  i n d i g n a n t  s p e e c h e s  a t  K e n s i n g t o n  

d i s c u s s i o n s ,  b u t  w o r r i e d  s i n c e  t h e  p a p e r s  w o u ld  b e  c i r ­

c u l a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  be  

r e a d  b y  men a l r e a d y  p r e j u d i c e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  i s s u e . '  H e r  

c a u t i o n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  r e f l e c t s  a  m a j o r  th em e  

t h a t  w o u ld  e v e n t u a l l y  d i v i d e  t h e  f e m i n i s t s .  D a v i e s  

f e a r e d  t h e  r i s k  o f  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  b e f o r e  

" f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s "  h a d  made m ore  p r o g r e s s .  She  f o u n d  t h e  

i d e a  o f  women a s s e r t i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t s  r e v o l t i n g  a n d
O

u n l a d y l i k e .  Many f e m i n i s t s  s h a r e d  h e r  r e l u c t a n c e  an d  

w o r r i e d  t h a t  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  s u f f r a g e  c a m p a i g n  w o u ld  f a i l  

an d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  a l i e n a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  m in d  a n d  a s s o c i a t e  

a l l  f e m a l e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  a n  u n f e m i n i n e  r a d i c a l i s m .

T h e r e  was c e r t a i n l y  s t r o n g  r e a c t i o n  t o  B o d i c h o n ' s  

a p p e a r a n c e  a t  a  m e e t i n g  o n  t h e  s u f f r a g e  a  s h o r t  w h i l e  

l a t e r .  A M rs .  S c h u n c k  w r o t e  t o  H e n r y  C r a b b  R o b i n s o n  

i n  h o r r o r  a t  t h e  " D o c t o r e s s e s . "  She  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e i r  

d r e s s  a n d  f o r t h r i g h t  s p e e c h e s .  B o d i c h o n  d i s t u r b e d  h e r  

h y  a p p e a r i n g  w i t h  h e r  h a i r  f l o w i n g  o v e r  h e r  s h o u l d e r s  

bound  o n l y  b y  a  v e l v e t  r i b b o n :  "What w o u ld  o u r  g r e a t -
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g r a n d m o t h e r s  s a y  t o  s u c h  d o i n g s ? " 7 T h i s  was t h e  k i n d  o f  

r e v u l s i o n  D a v i e s  w i s h e d  t o  a v o i d .  The v o t e  was a n  

a d v a n c e d  c a u s e  w h i c h  g r a d u a l i s t s  l i k e  D a v i e s  a b a n d o n e d  

i n  I 8 6 7 . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  same s u f f r a g i s t s  w e re  

d i s m i s s e d  f o r  t h e i r  t i m i d i t y  b y  t h e  s u f f r a g e t t e s  o f  t h e  

v i o l e n t  p r e  W or ld  War I  m ovem en t .  B o d i c h o n ' s  p e t i t i o n s  

an d  c o m m i t t e e s  w e r e  i n  t h e i r  t i m e  q u i t e  a s  a l a r m i n g  

a s  t h e  r o c k s  an d  h u n g e r  s t r i k e s  o f  t h e  P a n k h u r s t  f a m i l y .

E m i l y  D a v i e s '  f e a r s  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  when d i s c u s s i o n  

t o o k  p l a c e  a f t e r  t h e  p a p e r s  w e r e  r e a d  a t  t h e  K e n s i n g t o n  

S o c i e t y  m e e t i n g  o n  November  2 1 ,  1865  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  

f a v o r  o f  w om en 's  s u f f r a g e  was c a r r i e d  b y  a  l a r g e  

m a j o r i t y .  B o d i c h o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r o p o s e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  a  s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e ,  b u t  D a v i e s  h e s i t a t e d .  B o d i c h o n  

was a n x i o u s  t o  p u t  t h e  s u f f r a g e  i s s u e  b e f o r e  a s  many women 

a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  b u i l d  a  b a s e  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  a n  e x t r a -  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c a m p a i g n .  D a v i e s ,  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  B o d i c h o n 1s 

good  i n t e n t i o n s ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  w h i l e  a  p e r f e c t  c o m m i t t e e  

m i g h t  p r o v e  e f f e c t i v e ,  s h e  d o u b t e d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  

p r e v e n t  " w i l d  p e o p l e "  f ro m  j o i n i n g  a n d  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e .  She  o p t e d  f o r  e n c o u r a g i n g  women t o  u s e  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  t h e y  a l r e a d y  h a d ,  t o  " a c c u s t o m  m e n ' s  

i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  women t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  

p u b l i c  a f f a i r s . " ^ 0

B o d i c h o n  was  n o t  e a s i l y  d i s s u a d e d .  W h i l e  s h e  

a d m i t t e d  t h e  r i s k s  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c
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c a m p a ig n ,  s h e  d e c i d e d  t o  b e g i n  o r g a n i z i n g  q u i e t l y .

She s p e n t  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1866  i n  A l g i e r s  p l a n n i n g .

I m m e d ia t e ly  u p on  h e r  a r r i v a l  i n  L ondon i n  May 1 8 6 6  s h e  

w r o t e  t o  H e le n  T a y l o r  t o  s o l i c i t  J o h n  M i l l ’ s  a d v i c e  and  

s u p p o r t .  B o d ic h o n  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  

i m m e d i a t e l y  on  b e h a l f  o f  v o t e s  f o r  women. N o t i n g  t h a t  

s h e  d i d  n o t  w i s h  t o  s t a r t  a  p e t i t i o n  o r  b e g i n  a n y  p u b l i c  

a g i t a t i o n  w i t h o u t  k n o w in g  w h at T a y l o r  and M i l l  t h o u g h t  

was " e x p e d i e n t , "  s h e  in f o r m e d  T a y l o r  t h a t  s h e  had i n f o r m a l l y  

c o n t a c t e d  s e v e r a l  women w i l l i n g  t o  w ork f o r  t h e  c a u s e  and  

had s o l i c i t e d  p l e d g e s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  S h e  a s k e d  

T a y lo r  t o  w r i t e  a  s i m p l e  d r a f t  p e t i t i o n  w h ic h  t h e  tw o  

m ig h t  d i s c u s s  w hen  t h e y  m e t ,  and e n d ed  h e r  l e t t e r  w i t h  h e r  

p e r s o n a l  a p p r a i s a l  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  be  b e s t  t o  t r y  s i m p l y  f o r  

w h at m ig h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  a t t a i n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  h a r b o r  

f a l s e  h o p e s  o f  a  s w e e p i n g  reform.'*'"*'

T a y l o r  r e p l i e d  t h e  same d a y  and was e n c o u r a g i n g .

S h e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  a  R eform  B i l l  w as u n d e r  

d i s c u s s i o n  t h i s  w as a n  e x c e l l e n t  t im e  f o r  women t o  

b e g i n  p e t i t i o n i n g .  C a u t i o n i n g  t h a t  im m e d ia te  s u c c e s s  

was u n l i k e l y  s h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  B o d ic h o n :  "The m o st  

i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t o  make a  demand and commence t h e  

f i r s t  h u m ble  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n  a g i t a t i o n . "  G i v i n g  

p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  w h at c o u l d  b e  dem anded,  

s h e  r e m in d e d  B o d ic h o n  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  

m ind b e t w e e n  t a x a t i o n  and r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  s u g g e s t i n g
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t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  w o u ld  f i n d  m o s t  p a l a t a b l e  t h e  a s s e r t i o n

t h a t  s i n g l e  women a n d  widows w i t h  p r o p e r t y  h a d  b e e n

u n j u s t l y  d e n i e d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  e n t i t l e d

th em  t o .  S h e  a d v i s e d  a g a i n s t  a s s e r t i n g  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n

t h a t  s e x  was a n  i m p r o p e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o

p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s .  T h e r e f o r e  s h e  p r o p o s e d  a  p e t i t i o n

a s k i n g  s i m p l y  f o r  " t h e  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  o f  a l l

women h o l d i n g  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  p r o p e r t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n , "

w h i c h  w o u ld  mean " p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r  t h e  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h e

word  m a l e  o r  man f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  a c t . "  T a y l o r  s p o k e  f o r

M i l l  a n d  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i f  B o d i c h o n  c o u l d  o b t a i n  a t  l e a s t

one  h u n d r e d  s i g n a t u r e s  h e  w o u ld  c o n s i d e r  i t  a  r e s p e c t a b l e

s h o w in g :  " I f  a  t o l e r a b l y  n u m e r o u s l y  s i g n e d  p e t i t i o n  c a n

b e  g o t  u p ,  my f a t h e r  w i l l  g l a d l y  u n d e r t a k e  t o  p r e s e n t  i t

an d  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  i t  m i g h t  b e  made t h e  o c c a s i o n
12f o r  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r . "

B o d i c h o n  was h a r d  a t  w ork  b y  t h e  t i m e  s h e  r e p o r t e d  

b a c k  t o  T a y l o r  o n  May 1 1 ,  1 8 6 6 .  She  h ad  f o r m e d  a  

c o m m i t t e e  t o  g a t h e r  s i g n a t u r e s .  Among t h e  members
13w e re  D a v i e s ,  P a r k e s , B o u c h e r e t t ,  G a r r e t t  and C r a i g .

A few  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c e i v e d  T a y l o r ' s  d r a f t  

p e t i t i o n  a n d  m e t  a t  G a r r e t t ' s  home t o  m o d i f y  i t .  B o d i c h o n  

s e n t  T a y l o r  t h e  s h o r t e n e d  t e x t ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  

d e c i s i o n :  " I t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  t o  make i t  a s  s h o r t  a s  

p o s s i b l e  a n d  t o  s t a t e  a s  f e w  r e a s o n s  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

w h a t  we w a n t ,  e v e r y o n e  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  s a y  a g a i n s t  t h e
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r e a s o n s . . .The  f a c t  t h a t  we do p e t i t i o n  i s  t h e  g r e a t  
l^f-m a t t e r . "

The s m a l l  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  was w o r k i n g  f e v e r i s h l y  

t o  g a t h e r  s i g n a t u r e s  was com posed  e n t i r e l y  o f  women f r o m  

B o d i c h o n 1s Langham P l a c e  f e m i n i s t  c i r c l e .  Once t h e  w o rk  

b e g a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  B o d i c h o n  c a l l e d  o n  C l e m e n t i a  T a y l o r ,  who 

j o i n e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  l a t e r  l e d  t h e  m ore  r a d i c a l  

p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  members  when t h e  g r o u p  s p l i t  i n  1 8 6 7 .  

C l e m e n t i a  D o u g h t y  T a y l o r  was t h e  w i f e  o f  t h e  R a d i c a l  M . P . ,

P .A .  T a y l o r .  T h e y  w e re  U n i t a r i a n s ,  c o u s i n s  o f  t h e  

M a l l e s o n s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  W i l l i a m  J .  F ox  a n d  M a z z i n i .  A u b re y  

H o u s e ,  K e n s i n g t o n ,  t h e  T a y l o r s '  home,  was a  c e n t e r  o f  

a d v a n c e d  c a u s e s  s i m i l a r  t o  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h ' s  B l a n d f o r d  S q u a r e  

r e s i d e n c e .  L i k e  t h e  S m i t h  f a m i l y ,  t h e  T a y l o r s  w ere  

a d v o c a t e s  o f  N eg ro  e m a n c i p a t i o n  an d  a d o p t e d  a n d  e d u c a t e d  

a  y o u n g  N egro  woman who becam e a  p h y s i c i a n .  B o d i c h o n  

a n d  C l e m e n t i a  T a y l o r  s h a r e d  f a m i l y  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  

a n d  i t  was n a t u r a l  f o r  B o d i c h o n  t o  e n l i s t  T a y l o r  i n  

t h e  s u f f r a g e  e f f o r t  i n  1 8 6 6 .  T a y l o r  t o o k  o v e r  

s u f f r a g i s t  l e a d e r s h i p  when B o d i c h o n  t u r n e d  h e r  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  r e f o r m  o f  w om en 's  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  T a y l o r  d i r e c t e d  

t h e  c a m p a i g n  f o r  t h e  f e m a l e  f r a n c h i s e  u n t i l  M i l l i c e n t  

G a r r e t t  F a w c e t t ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  t h e  G a r r e t t  s i s t e r s  was 

o l d  e n o u g h  t o  p r e s i d e  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m ovem en t .

I n  May 1 8 6 6 ,  h o w e v e r ,  B o d i c h o n  was t o t a l l y  

im m ersed  i n  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  t h i s  new e n d e a v o r .  A f t e r
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o n l y  a  f e w  d a y s '  w ork  s h e  r e p o r t e d  t o  H e l e n  T a y l o r  t h a t  

n e a r l y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  s i g n a t u r e s  h a d  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d .

B o d i c h o n  was c o n c e r n e d  o v e r  who w o u ld  p r e s e n t  t h e  

p e t i t i o n .  S h e  h a d  t a l k e d  w i t h  R u s s e l l  G u r n e y ,  Con­

s e r v a t i v e  R e c o r d e r  o f  L o n d o n ,  who was w i l l i n g  t o  do so  

i f  M i l l  t h o u g h t  i t  a d v i s a b l e ,  b u t  h e r  p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  

was f o r  M i l l  h i m s e l f :  " I  t o l d  Mr. R u s s e l l  G u r n e y  t h a t  I  

m y s e l f  w o u ld  r a t h e r  Mr. M i l l  p r e s e n t e d  i t  b u t  m in e  i s  n o t  

a  r e a s o n  o n l y  a  s e n t i m e n t a l  f e e l i n g !  an d  a s  a l l  t h e  l a d i e s  

a r e  m ore  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  I  p e r h a p s  Mr. G u r n e y  i s  b e s t . " " ^  

The r u m o r  t h a t  G u rn e y  w o u ld  p r e s e n t  t h e  p e t i t i o n  s u r f a c e d  

i n  t h e  S p e c t a t o r , b u t  h o w e v e r  e x p e d i e n t  h i s  C o n s e r v a t i s m  

an d  l e g a l  e m i n e n c e  m i g h t  seem f o r  t h e  c a u s e ,  i t  was 

d e c i d e d  t h a t  M i l l  w o u ld  make t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

On J u n e  7> 1 8 6 6 ,  a f t e r  l i t t l e  m ore  t h a n  two w eeks  

w o rk ,  t h e  p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  1 , ^ 9 9  s i g n a t u r e s  was 

t a k e n  t o  M i l l  a t  t h e  H ouse  o f  Commons. B o d i c h o n  was 

i l l  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  g o ,  b u t  D a v i e s  a n d  G a r r e t t  c a r r i e d  

t h e  en o rm o u s  p a c k a g e  t o  W e s t m i n s t e r .  N e r v o u s  a b o u t  

t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e  women w e r e  r e l i e v e d  t o  m e e t  H e n r y  

F a w c e t t ,  who o f f e r e d  t o  f i n d  M i l l  an d  b r i n g  h im  t o  

t h e m .  L e f t  w i t h  t h e i r  b u r d e n ,  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  

w e r e  t h e  o n l y  women i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  e x c e p t  f o r  a n  

e l d e r l y  a p p l e - s e l l e r . R a t h e r  s h y ,  t h e  two r e s p e c t a b l e  

r e b e l s  s h e l t e r e d  n e a r  t h e  a p p l e - w o m a n ' s  s t a l l  an d  h i d  

t h e  p e t i t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  c o u n t e r  t o  a v o i d  n o t i c e .  M i l l
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was h e a r t i l y  am used  b y  t h e i r  t i m i d i t y  when h e  a r r i v e d ,  

b u t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  b u l k  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  a s s u r i n g  

t h e m ,  "Ah, t h i s  I  c a n  b r a n d i s h  w i t h  e f f e c t . " ^  Among 

t h e  s i g n e r s  w e r e  a  h o s t  o f  n o t a b l e  women. The f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  m ore  t r a d i t i o n a l  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ,  H a r r i e t  

M a r t i n e a u ,  M a r i a  G re y  a n d  E m i l y  S h i r r e f f  j o i n e d  t h e i r  

s i g n a t u r e s  t o  t h o s e  o f  a r d e n t l y  r a d i c a l  C l e m e n t i a  T a y l o r  

a n d  L a d y  A m b e r l e y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  and  r e ­

s p e c t a b l e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  demand f o r  w h i c h  B o d i c h o n ' s  

c o m m i t t e e  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  p e t i t i o n .

N e i t h e r  B o d i c h o n  n o r  M i l l  was s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  

p e t i t i o n ,  r e a s o n a b l e  t h o u g h  i t  m i g h t  b e ,  made l i t t l e  

i m p a c t .  I t  w a s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  

t h e  i s s u e  f o r w a r d  f o r  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The f i r s t  

s u f f r a g e  p e t i t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  House  o f  L o r d s  b y  t h e  

7 t h  E a r l  o f  C a r l i s l e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  women o f  S h e f f i e l d  

f i f t e e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1851  h a d  a r o u s e d  

l i t t l e  comment a n d  l e f t  no l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n .  Two d a y s  

a f t e r  h e  p r e s e n t e d  B o d i c h o n 1s  p e t i t i o n  M i l l  w r o t e  a  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c o l l e a g u e  t h a t  he  h a d  g o n e  a s  f a r  a s  he 

t h o u g h t  i t  p r u d e n t  t o  go o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  t h a t  s e s s i o n .  He 

a g r e e d  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  H ouse  t h a t  i t  was e n o u g h  t o  

o p e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r c e  a  d i s c u s s i o n  w h i c h  w o u ld  

l e a d  t o  c h a r g e s  o f  o b s t r u c t i v e n e s s  w i t h o u t  l e a d i n g  t o  

p r a c t i c a l  g a i n s .  "What we a r e  d o i n g  now w i l l  l a y  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  f u r t h e r  movement  when a d v i s a b l e ,  and



2 5 9

w i l l  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h a t  moment much g r e a t e r  s u p p o r t  i n

t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a n  we s h o u l d  h a v e  i f  we a t t e m p t e d  i t  a t  
17p r e s e n t . "  '

The c o u n t r y  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e

s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  i n c r e a s e d

f e m a l e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  I n  m e a s u r e d  t o n e s

t h e  S p e c t a t o r  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  f i r s t  s u f f r a g e  p e t i t i o n .

A d m i t t i n g  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t w e n t y  women i n  t h e  c o u n t r y

m i g h t  be  p o l i t i c a l l y  c a p a b l e ,  i t  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e s e  w e re

r e m a r k a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s  an d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  e f f e c t  o f

women on  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  was " t h o r o u g h l y  b a d - -
18u n r e a l ,  t a w d r y ,  d r e s s y . "

B o d i c h o n  b e g a n  t o  r e v i s e  h e r  K e n s i n g t o n  S o c i e t y  

p a p e r  on  t h e  f e m a l e  f r a n c h i s e  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1866  i n  

h o p e s  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  i t  i n  t h e  C o r n h i l l  o r  t h e  F o r t n i g h t l y . 

K e e p i n g  t h e  i s s u e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  m ind  an d  a c c u s t o m i n g  

i n f l u e n t i a l  men a n d  women t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  e v e n  a  l i m i t e d  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  f e m a l e s  was h e r  g o a l .  By 

n a t u r e  i m p u l s i v e  a n d  i n  p o l i t i c s  f a r  more  a d v a n c e d  t h a n  

D a v i e s ,  s h e  was e x t r e m e l y  p r a c t i c a l  a b o u t  f e m i n i s t  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  S h e  r e l i e d  on  D a v i e s '  c a u t i o u s  a d v i c e  t o  

t e m p e r  h e r  p r o s e .  As a  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  t h e  w o rk  o f  B o d i c h o n  

a n d  D a v i e s  on  t h e  s u f f r a g e  and  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  f o r t u i t o u s  b a l a n c e  o f  two c o n t r a s t i n g  

n a t u r e s .  I f  B o d i c h o n  s o a r e d  t o o  h i g h ,  D a v i e s  q u i c k l y  

b r o u g h t  h e r  down t o  e a r t h .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  D a v i e s '
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t i m i d  b u t  c u r i o u s l y  s t u b b o r n  n a t u r e  was p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  

d e c l i n i n g  i n t o  p e t t y  f a n a t i c i s m  b y  B o d i c h o n ' s  a b i l i t y  

t o  s o f t e n  a n d  i n s p i r e .

U l t i m a t e l y  t h e  s u f f r a g e  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

c a m p a i g n s  s p l i t ,  b u t  d u r i n g  1866  a n d  1867  t h e  f e m i n i s t s  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  w ork  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  o n  b o t h  f r o n t s .  B o d i c h o n  

p l a n n e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a  s u f f r a g e  p a p e r  a t  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t i n g  i n  M a n c h e s t e r  i n  O c t o b e r  1 8 6 6 .  H er  

f i r s t  p a m p h l e t  on  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  O b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  

E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  Women C o n s i d e r e d  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  a  

s m a l l  e d i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h a t  summer.  D a v i e s  s u g g e s t e d  

m o d i f y i n g  t h i s  p a p e r  t o  s t i m u l a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  

s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  m e e t i n g .  B o d i c h o n  r e w r o t e  t h e  e s s a y  an d  

p r e s e n t e d  i t  a s  D a v i e s  w i s h e d ,  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  t h e  

a r g u m e n t s  " f o r "  w i t h  a  new t i t l e ,  " R e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  

E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  Women."

B o d i c h o n  s e n t  e a r l y  d r a f t s  o f  h e r  e s s a y  t o  H e l e n

T a y l o r  f o r  com m ent .  She  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  h a d  come

f o r  a n  e s s a y  o n  t h e  s u f f r a g e  i n  b o o k  f o r m  a n d  a s k e d  T a y l o r

t o  make t h e  a t t e m p t .  She  r e a s o n e d  t h a t  a  d i s c u s s i o n  i n

b o o k  f o r m  w o u ld  b e  w i d e l y  r e v i e w e d  an d  e x t r a c t e d ,  p r o v i d i n g

much n e e d e d  p u b l i c i t y  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e

c a m p a i g n . 1 ^ T a y l o r  d i d  p u b l i s h  a  b r i e f  a r t i c l e  on
2 0t h e  f e m a l e  f r a n c h i s e  i n  I 8 6 7 . b u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  

i n i t i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w e re  l e f t  f o r  B o d i c h o n  t o  w r i t e .

By m i d - A u g u s t  1866  B o d i c h o n  an d  D a v i e s  r e a l i z e d
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■that no m a j o r  f o r u m  was i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a

s u f f r a g e  p a p e r .  The C o r n h i l l , t h e  F o r t n i g h t l y  a n d

M a c M i l l a n ' s  w o u ld  n o t  p u b l i s h  a n  a r t i c l e  b y  B o d i c h o n .

D a v i e s  was n o t  s a n g u i n e  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e c e p t i o n

o f  a  p a p e r  a t  M a n c h e s t e r :  " L o rd  S h a f t e s b u r y  i s  t o  be

P r e s i d e n t  t h i s  y e a r .  He i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good  f o r

u s ,  a s  r e g a r d s  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  h e  i s  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  t h e

em ploym en t  o f  women, an d  may p e r h a p s  t a k e  a  good  t u r n  a s  
21t o  e d u c a t i o n . "  I t  was d e c i d e d  t o  a v o i d  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e

s u f f r a g e  p a p e r  w i t h  M i l l ' s  name.  B o d i c h o n  h e s i t a t e d ,  b u t

D a v i e s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a s s o c i a t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i t h

M i l l  w o u ld  d i m i n i s h  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e .  She  r e a s o n e d  t h a t

M i l l  h a d  n o t  made s u f f r a g e  f o r  women h i s  f i r s t  c o n c e r n

a n d  a r g u e d  t h a t  h i s  name w o u ld  i n v a r i a b l y  m ix  t h e i r  c a u s e

i n  t h e  p u b l i c  m in d  w i t h  J a m a i c a  o r  t h e  R e fo rm  L e a g u e ,  d o i n g

i r r e p a r a b l e  h a r m . ^

I n  S e p t e m b e r  1866  a  s e t b a c k  f o r  f e m a l e  f r a n c h i s e

s u p p o r t e r s  came i n  a  s t r o n g l y  w o rd e d  a r t i c l e  i n  B l a c k w o o d ' s .

M a r g a r e t  O l i p h a n t  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e

p e t i t i o n ,  r e p e a t e d l y  m i s s t a t i n g  t h e  n um ber  o f  women

s i g n a t o r i e s  a s  t w e n t y ,  n o t  1 , ^ 9 9 .  a n d  p o k i n g  f u n  a t  M i l l ,

whom s h e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a  p h i l o s o p h e r  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  i n
2 3t h e  ways o f  o r d i n a r y  women. She  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  o n l y  a  

f e w  women w e re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  n o n - d o m e s t i c  f u n c t i o n s .  T h e s e  

w e re  u n n a t u r a l  women i n  whom G o d ' s  p u r p o s e  was d e f e a t e d .

She  w en t  f u r t h e r ,  d e n y i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
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women v o t i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  p l o u g h i n g ,  c a r r y i n g  g u n s  an d

s p e e c h m a k i n g .  S h e  e v e n  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  women w e re  n o t  s e n t

i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  t o  p r o d u c e  p o e t r y  o r  e x c e l  i n  t h e  f i n e  
2 ka r t s .  She  a s s e r t e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  h e r  s e x  c o m p l e t e  

c o n t e n t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  God h ad  d e c r e e d  f o r
2 6women i n  t h e  w o r l d  econom y,  w o m an 's  n a t u r a l  s p h e r e .  J

O l i p h a n t ' s  a r t i c l e  was n o t  m e r e l y  a  f o r c e f u l  

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e p t h  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  w o m en 's  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  was  a  r e m i n d e r  o f  how r e s t r i c t e d  a  c o n ­

c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  r o l e  was s t i l l  h e l d  b y  a  l a r g e  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  p o p u l a t i o n .  The c a m p a i g n s  

b e t w e e n  1850  a n d  1 8 6 6  h a d  made some p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  

e d u c a t i n g  an d  e m p l o y i n g  l i m i t e d  n u m b ers  o f  women, b u t  no 

s u b s t a n t i a l  b r e a k t h r o u g h  w o u ld  o c c u r  u n t i l  s o c i e t a l  i d e a l s  

f o r  f e m a l e  b e h a v i o r  c h a n g e d  p e r c e p t i b l y .  The c h a n g e  w o u ld  

b e  u n c o n s c i o u s  a n d  s u b t l e .  The c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  

f e m i n i s t  e f f o r t s  an d  o t h e r  r e f o r m  m ovem ents  r e s u l t e d  

b y  t h e  c e n t u r y ' s  en d  i n  a  new f e m i n i n e  i d e a l ,  n o t  o p e n l y  

a r t i c u l a t e d ,  b u t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  

o f  s h i f t i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  I t  was c l e a r  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 6 6 ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  w o m an 's  p l a c e  i n  t h e  home 

h a d  n o t  e x h a u s t e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  n o r  h a d  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  

com m itm en t  o f  a n t i - f e m i n i s t  a d v o c a t e s  m o d e r a t e d  o v e r  t h e  

y e a r s .

The a r t i c l e  i n  B l a c k w o o d ' s  d i s t u r b e d  B o d i c h o n ,  

who c o n t e m p l a t e d  s e n d i n g  a  l e t t e r  o f  c o r r e c t i o n  t o
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b u t  t o  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i v e  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  r e f o r m  i n s t e a d .  On 

O c t o b e r  6 ,  1866  h e r  " R e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  

Women," was r e a d  b e f o r e  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  

M a n c h e s t e r .  I t  was a  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  s u c c i n c t  s t a t e m e n t  

o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  f e m a l e  

f r e e h o l d e r s  an d  h o u s e h o l d e r s . The s t r o n g e s t  a r g u m e n t  

f o r  g i v i n g  a  l i m i t e d  f e m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e  v o t e  was t h e
27i n c r e a s e d  i n f l u e n c e  t h e y  w o u ld  e x e r t  on  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  ' 

G i v i n g  some women v o t e s  w o u ld  t e n d  t o  make a l l  women t a k e  

n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  s e r i o u s l y ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n l a r g i n g  t h e  p o o l  o f  t a l e n t  a v a i l a b l e
2 8f o r  s o l v i n g  t h e  p r e s s i n g  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  P a r l i a m e n t .

B o d i c h o n  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  was n o t  a  p a r t y  m a t t e r  and

t h a t  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  e f f e c t  s u c h  a  f r a n c h i s
. . 29r e f o r m  w o u ld  h a v e  on  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s .  '  She  c h a r a c t e r i z e d

t h e  c h a n g e  a s  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  a  " s p e c i a l  l e g a l  d i s a b i l i t y ,

n o t i n g  t h a t  no c l a s s  o f  p e r s o n s  m i g h t  b r i n g  f o r w a r d  a  more
30j u s t  c l a i m  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  e l e c t o r s .

B o d i c h o n ' s  l i m i t e d  c l a i m  f o r  f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e  was a l l  

b u t  i g n o r e d .  H e r s  was t h e  o n l y  p a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  

t o p i c  a t  M a n c h e s t e r .  T h e r e  was l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  e x p r e s s e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  an d  o n l y  a  b r i e f  e x t r a c t  o f  h e r  

p a p e r  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  y e a r ' s  T r a n s a c t i o n s . P u b l i c  

l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  was d i s h e a r t e n i n g ,  b u t  n o t  a s t o n i s h i n g .

The p a p e r  had  a t  l e a s t  one  e f f e c t  o f  l a s t i n g  i m p o r t a n c e .
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L y d i a  B e c k e r  ( 1 8 2 7 - 1 8 9 0 ) ,  a  M a n c h e s t e r  woman o f  s c i e n t i f i c

t e n d e n c i e s ,  who h a d  h a d  no p r i o r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  f e m i n i s t

c i r c l e s ,  h e a r d  B o d i c h o n ' s  p a p e r  an d  l a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  i t
31a s  " a n  e r a  i n  h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e . " ^  By J a n u a r y  1 1 ,

1867  B e c k e r  h a d  f o r m e d  t h e  M a n c h e s t e r  Women's  S u f f r a g e

C o m m i t t e e ,  w i t h  J a c o b  B r i g h t ,  M.P.  f o r  M a n c h e s t e r  an d

J o h n  B r i g h t ' s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  W o l s t e n h o l m e

among i t s  m em b ers .

B o d i c h o n  was p l e a s e d  b y  t h e  f e m a l e  r e s p o n s e  t o

h e r  p a p e r .  On O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1866  s h e  w r o t e  t o  t h a n k  H e l e n

T a y l o r  f o r  a  l e t t e r  p r a i s i n g  t h e  e s s a y  a n d  t o  l e t  h e r

know t h a t  s h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  n u m e ro u s  c a r d s  and  l e t t e r s

o f f e r i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  m ovem en t .  She  a d m i t t e d  t o  a

l a c k  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h e r  e s s a y ,  w h i c h  s h e  f e l t  was p o o r l y

w r i t t e n ,  " n o t  s t r o n g  a s  i t  o u g h t  t o  b e - - n o r  s t r o n g  a s  my
32f e e l i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  m a t t e r . S h e  p l a n n e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  

e s s a y  r e p r i n t e d  a s  a  p a m p h l e t  f o r  w i d e s c a l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

She  was p l e a s e d  t h a t  E l i z a b e t h  W o l s t e n h o l m e  h ad  r e q u e s t e d  

t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  p a m p h l e t  b e  m a i l e d  t o  f e m a l e  

h o u s e h o l d e r s  i n  M a n c h e s t e r  a l o n g  w i t h  c o p i e s  o f  a  new 

s u f f r a g e  p e t i t i o n .

On O c t o b e r  2 0 ,  1866  B o d i c h o n  had  m e t  w i t h  a  g r o u p  

o f  women a t  E l i z a b e t h  G a r r e t t ' s  Lon d o n  home t o  f o r m  a  

new p r o v i s i o n a l  s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e .  T h e r e  was some 

d i f f i c u l t y  o v e r  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  E m i l y  

D a v i e s  was p e r s u a d e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e
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p r o v i s o  t h a t  M rs .  J . W.  S m i t h  ( t h e  e l d e s t  G a r r e t t  s i s t e r )  

w o u ld  h o l d  t h e  p u b l i c  t i t l e ,  t h e r e b y  p r o t e c t i n g  D a v i e s '  

name s o  t h a t  h e r  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u ld  

n o t  be  t a i n t e d .  B o d i c h o n  w i t h d r e w  h e r  own name f r o m  

t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  o f f i c i a l  r o s t e r ,  i n s i s t i n g ,  "work  a s  a n  

o u t s i d e  w e l l w i s h e r  i s  my f o r t e . S h e  was d r a w n  b a c k  

i n t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  c i r c l e  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  t o  s e r v e  a s  

n o m i n a l  s e c r e t a r y  on  t h e  d e a t h  o f  M rs .  J . W.  S m i t h .

The d i v i s i o n s  t h a t  w ou ld  e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  t h i s  

c o m m i t t e e  s u r f a c e d  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  H e l e n  T a y l o r  

o b j e c t e d  t o  h a v i n g  men o n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  M i l l  a g r e e d  

w i t h  h e r .  B o d i c h o n  f e l t  t h a t  M i l l  an d  T a y l o r  w e re  

m i s t a k e n  a n d  t h a t  a n  e x c l u s i v e l y  f e m a l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

w o u ld  be  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  She d i s m i s s e d  T a y l o r ' s  a p p r e h e n s i o n  

t h a t  men w o u ld  g e t  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  movement  an d  d e p l o r e d  

t h e  l o s s  o f  " e d u c a t i o n a l  u t i l i t y "  i f  women w e re  p r e v e n t e d  

f r o m  w o r k i n g  w i t h  men.  B o d i c h o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  T a y l o r  was 

l o s i n g  s i g h t  o f  t h e  t r u e  a im  o f  t h e i r  w o rk  i n  h e r  i n s i s t e n c e  

on  f e m a l e  m an ag em en t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s :  " A f t e r  a l l  w h a t  we a im  

a t  i s  g e t t i n g  t h e  s u f f r a g e  a n d  I  t h i n k  we s h a l l  g e t  i t  10  

y e a r s  q u i c k e r  by  w o r k i n g  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a  s m a l l  

c o m m i t t e e  c om pose d  o f  men a n d  w o m e n . H e r  e x p e r i e n c e  

o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  w o m e n 's  movement  h a d  c o n v i n c e d  h e r  o f  

t h e  f o o l i s h n e s s  o f  s u c h  a  p o l i c y .  She  a d m i r e d  A m e r i c a n  

f e m i n i s t s ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  t a c t i c s  h a d  g a i n e d  n o t h i n g ,  

w h i l e  B r i t i s h  m e t h o d s  h a d  a c h i e v e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l .  A m e r i c a n
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f e m i n i s t s  h a d  w a s t e d  t h e i r  f o r c e s .  T h e y  h a d  b e e n  

i m p r a c t i c a l ,  " 1 s t  b y  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o o  many t h i n g s  a t  

o n c e  2nd b y  n o t  w o r k i n g  w i t h  men 3 r d  b y  b e i n g  t o o  

s e n t i m e n t a l . " - ^  S i n c e  C l e m e n t i a  T a y l o r  a n d  s e v e r a l  

o t h e r  f e m a l e  c o m m i t t e e  members  a g r e e d  t h a t  men s h o u l d  

p a r t i c i p a t e ,  B o d i c h o n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a  woman t r e a s u r e r  

a n d  s e c r e t a r y  w o u ld  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  f e m a l e  c h a r a c t e r  t o  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

Men w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  1 8 6 6 - 6 7  c o m m i t t e e ,  an d  

h a v i n g  t e m p o r a r i l y  r e s o l v e d  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e  

s u f f r a g i s t s  p r o c e e d e d  t o w a r d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  new 

f r a n c h i s e  p e t i t i o n s .  On November  2 ,  1866  B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  

T a y l o r  t h a t  a  m o d i f i e d  v e r s i o n  o f  h e r  " R e a s o n s . . . "  

w o u ld  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  J e s s i e  B o u c h e r e t t ' s  new j o u r n a l ,

The E n g l i s h w o m a n ' s  R e v i e w . B o d i c h o n  was c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  

t h e  new m a g a z i n e ,  w h i c h  h ad  o n l y  s o l d  250  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and  

n e e d  s i x  h u n d r e d  t o  a v o i d  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s .  She  c o n f i d e d  

t o  T a y l o r  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  s h e  h a d  s e e n  B o u c h e r e t t  t h e  

l a t t e r  h ad  b e e n  p r e p a r i n g  t o  s e l l  some d i a m o n d s ,  " w h i c h  

s h e  s a i d  w e r e  no u s e  t o  h e r ,  t o  g e t  money f o r  t h a t  ( t h e  

E n g l i s h w o m a n ' s  R e v i e w ) an d  t h e  f r a n c h i s e .

B o d i c h o n  l e f t  E n g l a n d  i n  D ecem b er  1 8 6 7  f o r  s i x  

w eeks  i n  S p a i n  an d  e x p e c t e d  t o  w i n t e r  i n  A l g i e r s  

a s  was h e r  c u s t o m .  S e v e r e  A l g e r i a n  f e v e r  f o r c e d  h e r  

t o  c h a n g e  h e r  r o u t i n e  an d  s p e n d  a  r e c u p e r a t i v e  p e r i o d  

i n  F r a n c e  d u r i n g  M a rc h ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  e a r l y
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s p r i n g ,  1 8 6 7 . D u r i n g  h e r  a b s e n c e  t h e  s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e

w o rk ed  a c t i v e l y .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 8 6 7 ,  B o d i c h o n ' s  " A u t h o r i t i e s

a n d  P r e c e d e n t s  f o r  G i v i n g  t h e  S u f f r a g e  t o  Q u a l i f i e d  Women,"
37a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h w o m a n ' s  R e v i e w . S i g n a t u r e s  

w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  two t y p e s  o f  p e t i t i o n s ,  one  b e a r i n g  

o n l y  t h e  names o f  f e m a l e  h o u s e h o l d e r s  who s o u g h t  t h e  

f r a n c h i s e , t h e  o t h e r  i n c l u d i n g  names o f  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  

men and  women.

B o d i c h o n  h a d  b e e n  named c o m m i t t e e  s e c r e t a r y  i n  

F e b r u a r y  I 867  w i t h o u t  h e r  k n o w l e d g e .  The c o m m i t t e e  

h a d  o n l y  l e a r n e d  o f  h e r  i l l n e s s  a f t e r  d e s i g n a t i n g  h e r  

s e c r e t a r y  a n d  c o u l d  n e i t h e r  w i t h d r a w  h e r  name f r o m  o f f i c i a l  

n o t i c e s ,  n o r  w r i t e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y .  When h e r  

f e v e r  a b a t e d  s h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  a s s u r e  D a v i e s  s h e  d i d  n o t  

m ind  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  a c t i o n ,  b u t  D a v i e s  f e l t  c o m p e l l e d  t o  

a p o l o g i z e  a n d  e x p l a i n  t h a t  o n l y  f o r m a l i t i e s  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r ­

t a k e n  i n  h e r  name.  D a v i e s  h a d  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  

t o  c i r c u l a t e  a b o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0  o f  e a c h  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  p a m p h l e t s  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p e t i t i o n  c a m p a i g n :  "They  s eem ed  t o  b e  j u s t  

w h a t  was w a n t e d .  S i r  Thomas E r s k i n e  May t h i n k s  R e a s o n s  

' u n a n s w e r a b l e . '  T h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  l e t t e r  f r o m  K i n g s l e y
o  Q

t o o ,  w h i c h  I  m u s t  show y o u  when y o u  come t o  E n g l a n d . " ^

I l l n e s s  k e p t  B o d i c h o n  i n  H a s t i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

s p r i n g  a n d  summer o f  I 8 6 7 . H e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o m m i t t e e  

a f f a i r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was l i m i t e d  t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  

S h e  i n f l u e n c e d  e v e n t s  i n d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y
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t h r o u g h  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c o p i e s  o f  h e r  e s s a y s  d i s t r i b u t e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  On M arch  2 8 ,  1 8 6 7  H. A.  B r u c e  

p r e s e n t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  w i t h  3559  s i g n a t u r e s .  M i l l  

p r e s e n t e d  a  s i m i l a r  p e t i t i o n  w i t h  o v e r  3 0 0 0  s i g n a t u r e s  

on  A p r i l  5 an d  on  A p r i l  8 R u s s e l l  G u rn e y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

women h o u s e h o l d e r  p e t i t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  o f  1605  

women q u a l i f i e d  a s  f o r t y  s h i l l i n g  f r e e h o l d e r s ,  o r  3 f l0  

l e a s e h o l d e r s ,  c o p y h o l d e r s  o r  o c c u p i e r s  i n  b o r o u g h s . ^

T h i s  g r o u p  o f  p e t i t i o n s  was g r e e t e d  w i t h  some r e s p e c t ,  

h o w e v e r  g r u d g i n g .  E v e n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w  was f o r c e d  t o  

a d m i t  t h a t  "when Mr.  M i l l  m akes  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l ,  

s o m e t h i n g  may p r o b a b l y  be  s a i d  i n  i t s  d e f e n s e , "  a l t h o u g h  

i t  q u i c k l y  r e a s s e r t e d  i t s  c o n t e m p t u o u s  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  

i s s u e :  "B u t  Mr. M i l l  h i m s e l f  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  s u r p r i s e d  a t  

f i n d i n g  h i s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  g i v i n g  v o t e s  t o  women s o  g e n e r a l l y  

t r e a t e d  a s  a  j o k e . "

M i l l  w e n t  f u r t h e r  t h a n  p e t i t i o n i n g  i n  h i s  s e c o n d  

s u f f r a g e  e f f o r t .  On May 2 0 ,  I 867  he  moved a n  amendment  

t o  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  B i l l  ( c l a u s e  " t o  

l e a v e  o u t  t h e  word  'm e n '  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s e r t  t h e  word  

p e r s o n  i n s t e a d . "  Thus  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  g r a n t i n g  t h e  

s u f f r a g e  t o  women was d e b a t e d  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e . ^  The amendment  was r e j e c t e d  b y  a  v o t e  o f  73 t o  

1 9 6 , b u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  d i d  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t  M i l l  o r  t h e  

s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e .  M i l l  e x p r e s s e d  s u r p r i s e  a n d  p l e a s u r e  

a t  t h e  l a r g e  s h o w in g  f o r  women, w h i c h  s eem ed  t o  p r o m i s e
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Lf.2
c o n s i s t e n t  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s .  H i s  s p e e c h  i m p r e s s e d  t h e  

H ouse  a n d  r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  w om en 's  r i g h t s ,  i f  o n l y  

m o m e n t a r i l y ,  a b o v e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  l a u g h t e r  a n d  r i d i c u l e .  

A n s w e r i n g  c r i t i c s  who s a i d  t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  v o t e  

w o u ld  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  w om an 's  d o m e s t i c  f u n c t i o n ,  he  p o i n t e d  

o u t  t h a t  p h y s i c i a n s ,  l a w y e r s  a n d  m e r c h a n t s  w e re  no w o r s e  

a t  t h e i r  t a s k s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  v o t e d .  " I  know t h e r e  i s  a n  

o b s c u r e  f e e l i n g - - a  f e e l i n g  w h i c h  i s  a s h a m e d  t o  e x p r e s s  

i t s e l f  o p e n l y - - a s  i f  women h a d  no r i g h t  t o  c a r e  a b o u t  a n y ­

t h i n g  e x c e p t  how t h e y  may b e  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l  an d  d e v o t e d  

s e r v a n t s  o f  some m a n . . .We t a l k  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  

b u t  we do n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  

h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  a r o u n d  u s  a  s i l e n t  d o m e s t i c  r e v o l u t i o n . "

The a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  

women d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  same a t t i t u d e  u n d e r l y i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  e v e r y  p r e v i o u s  a p p e a l  f o r  w i d e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  f u l l e r  

f e m a l e  r i g h t s .  T h e r e  w a s ,  i n  1 8 6 7 ,  no demand f o r  t h e  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e  t o  m a r r i e d  women, n o r  was t h e r e  

a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f u r t h e r  r i g h t  n o t  m e r e l y  t o  e l e c t  

b u t  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  s h o u l d  be  g r a n t e d .  B o d i c h o n ,  w h a t e v e r  

h e r  p e r s o n a l  c o n v i c t i o n ,  h a d  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  wisdom o f  a  

r e s t r i c t e d  demand a n d  i n s i s t e d  s i n c e  1 8 6 5  t h a t  t h e  c a m p a i g n  

b e  c a r e f u l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  t o w a r d  g a i n i n g  " t h e  p o s s i b l e . "

Y e t  t h e  e x p r e s s e d  o p p o s i t i o n  c e n t e r e d  l a r g e l y  a r o u n d  t h e  

u n d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  g i v i n g  t o  a  m a r r i e d  woman a  p ow er  w h ic h  

w ould  a l l o w  h e r  t o  a c t  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  human b e i n g .
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The p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  u n i t y  was t h e  p r im e  c o n c e r n  

o f  t h e  d e b a t e .  I t  was a s s e r t e d  t h a t  l i m i t e d  f r a n c h i s e  

e x t e n s i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  p e r m a n e n t l y  c o n t a i n e d  an d  t h a t  

i n e v i t a b l y  m a r r i e d  women w o u ld  b e  s u l l i e d  b y  t h e  v o t e .

One member  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n :  "A man 

q u a l i f i e d  t o  p o s s e s s  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  w o u ld  b e  e n o b l e d  by  

i t s  p o s s e s s i o n ;  woman, i n  h i s  hum ble  o p i n i o n ,  w o u ld  b e  

a l m o s t  d e b a s e d  o r  d e g r a d e d  b y  i t .  She  w o u ld  b e  i n  

d a n g e r  o f  l o s i n g  t h o s e  a d m i r a b l e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  h e r  s e x — 

n a m e l y ,  h e r  g e n t l e n e s s ,  h e r  a f f e c t i o n ,  h e r  d o m e s t i c i t y . "

The e m o t i o n a l  a n t a g o n is m  w h ic h  had g r e e t e d  B o d i c h o n ' s  

m a r r ie d  w om en 's  p r o p e r t y  c a m p a ig n  was m u ted  i n  t h e  r e a c t i o n  

t o  M i l l ' s  amendment i n  I 8 6 7 , b u t  t h e  b a s i c  f e a r  r e m a in e d .  

R eform  was r e j e c t e d  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  members r e a d  d o m e s t i c  

r e v o l u t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  l i n e s  o f  M i l l ' s  a r g u m e n t s ,  i g n o r i n g  

t h e  c a r e f u l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  a t t e m p t  b y  s u f f r a g i s t s  t o  r e a s s u r e  

th em  w i t h  t e m p e r a t e  l a n g u a g e  and l i m i t e d  f r a n c h i s e  c l a i m s .

B o d i c h o n  a n d  D a v i e s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h ad  

b e e n  good  d e s p i t e  t h e  a m e n d m e n t ’ s  r e j e c t i o n .  T h e y  h a d  

e x p e c t e d  r a t h e r  l e s s  an d  f o u n d  t h e  v o t e  e n c o u r a g i n g .  

S u f f r a g i s t  e f f o r t s  d i d  n o t  d i m i n i s h  a f t e r  t h i s  f i r s t  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c a m p a i g n ,  b u t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r a i n s  t o o k  

t h e i r  t o l l  among t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  The p r o v i s i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  

t h a t  h ad  o p e r a t e d  s i n c e  1866  d i s s o l v e d  i n  e a r l y  J u n e  I 8 6 7 . 

The q u e s t i o n  o f  m a l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e s  

s u r f a c e d  a g a i n ,  t h e  r a d i c a l i s m  o f  some c o m m i t t e e  members
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e x a c e r b a t e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  b y  J u n e  3> D a v i e s  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  i t  m i g h t  be  b e s t  t o  h a v e  a  p a r t i n g  o f  t h e  w a y s .  She 

w r o t e  a d v i s i n g  B o d i c h o n  t o  s e n d  h e r  a  l e t t e r  r e s i g n i n g  t h e  

s e c r e t a r y s h i p  a n d  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e .  D a v i e s  w o u ld  t h e n  a r r a n g e  a  m e e t i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  

B o d i c h o n 1s r e s i g n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  

D a v i e s  i n f o r m e d  B o d i c h o n  t h a t  L a d y  G o l d s m i d ,  M is s  M ann ing  

an d  E l i z a b e t h  G a r r e t t ,  " t h e  q u i e t  s e c t i o n , "  a g r e e d  on  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  d i s s o l u t i o n .  S h e  d i d  n o t  f a v o r  s p l i t t i n g  i n t o  

two c o m m i t t e e s ,  t h e i r s  m o d e r a t e ,  t h e  o t h e r  u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  C l e m e n t i a  T a y l o r  a n d  H e l e n  T a y l o r .  T h a t  

k i n d  o f  d i v i s i o n  w o u ld  make t h e i r  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  p u b l i c  an d  

g i v e  c r e d e n c e  t o  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  women c o u l d  n o t  work  

t o g e t h e r .  B o d i c h o n  a g r e e d  a n d  a  m e e t i n g  was h e l d  on  

J u n e  13 a t  w h i c h  H e l e n  T a y l o r  r e m a i n e d  a d a m a n t  o n  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  m a le  e x c l u s i o n .  The c o m m i t t e e  d i s s o l v e d  an d  a  

new s u f f r a g e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r m e d  o n  J u l y  5> 1867 a t  

A u b r e y  H ouse  w i t h  C l e m e n t i a  T a y l o r  i n  t h e  c h a i r .  B o d i c h o n  

a n d  D a v i e s  d i d  n o t  j o i n  t h e  new Lon d o n  N a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  

Women's  S u f f r a g e .  T h e y  w e re  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  e x c l u d i n g  men 

f r o m  t h e  m a n a g i n g  c o m m i t t e e  was a  m i s t a k e ,  b u t  e v e n  more  

t h e y  w e re  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  s u f f r a g e  i s s u e  w o u ld  become 

w h o l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  e x t r e m e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  L i b e r a l  

P a r t y  a n d  t h a t  t h e  new c o m m i t t e e  w o u ld  o p e r a t e  c o m p l e t e l y  

among p e o p l e  a l r e a d y  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  r e f o r m .  D a v i e s ,  more  

p e s s i m i s t i c  t h a n  B o d i c h o n  p r e d i c t e d  g l o o m i l y :  " C o n s e r v a t i v e s
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a n d  m o d e r a t e  L i b e r a l s  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d ,  I  am a f r a i d ,  a s  

h o p e l e s s l y  b l i n d  a n d  s t u p i d ,  a n d  o u r  c h a n c e  o f  s u c c e s s
[in

w i l l  b e  v e r y  much i n j u r e d ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t . "  '

D a v i e s  w i t h d r e w  f r o m  s u f f r a g e  a c t i v i t i e s  c o m p l e t e l y .  

B o d i c h o n ,  who h a d  e x e r t e d  o n l y  i n t e r m i t t e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  

d u r i n g  l a t e  1866  a n d  1867  b e c a u s e  o f  i l l n e s s  an d  c o m m i tm e n t s  

i n  A l g i e r s  d i d  n o t  make h e r  b r e a k  so  f i n a l .  She  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  L y d i a  B e c k e r ,  C l e m e n t i a  T a y l o r  an d  

H e l e n  T a y l o r  on  s u f f r a g e  m a t t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s .

A r e v i s e d  a n d  e n l a r g e d  e d i t i o n  o f  one  o f  h e r  s u f f r a g e  

e s s a y s  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 8 7 2 ,  e n t i t l e d  R e a s o n s  F o r  and  A g a i n s t  

t h e  E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  Women. P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  

r e n a m e d  N a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  Women's  S u f f r a g e ,  i t  was 

w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  c o n t i n u i n g  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

e f f o r t s  t o  g a i n  a  f e m a l e  f r a n c h i s e .

B o d i c h o n  w a s ,  b y  1 8 6 7 ,  r e a d y  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e  

s u f f r a g e  e f f o r t  t o  new l e a d e r s .  She  was b y  no m eans  a  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  o f  D a v i e s '  t y p e .  D a v i e s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  r a d i c a l  

e l e m e n t s  o f  f e m i n i s m  " u n c o n g e n i a l "  a n d  o n c e  c l e a r  o f  t h e  

s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e  s h e  vowed n e v e r  t o  w o rk  w i t h  th e m  a g a i n :  

"The more  I  s e e  o f  t h e m ,  t h e  w o r s e  t h e y  a p p e a r ,  q u a  R a d i c a l s .
hQ

No d o u b t  some o f  th e m  h a v e  d o m e s t i c  v i r t u e s . "  B o d i c h o n  

d i d  n o t  s h a r e  D a v i e s '  s e n t i m e n t s .  I n  J u l y  I 869  s h e  a t t e n d e d  

t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g  o n  w o m e n ' s  s u f f r a g e  

a n d  t h e n  w r o t e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  t o  H e l e n  T a y l o r  a b o u t  

t h e  d i v e r s e  n a t u r e  o f  s u f f r a g e  s u p p o r t .  She  was p a r t i c u ­
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l a r l y  p l e a s e d  t h a t  women o f  a l l  c l a s s e s  h a d  a t t e n d e d  t h e  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  many m o d e r a t e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women 

c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r e s s  f o r  t h e  f r a n c h i s e . ^  S h e  b e l i e v e d  

p e r s o n a l l y  i n  t h e  m o s t  s w e e p i n g  s o c i a l  r e f o r m .  I n d e e d ,  

b y  n a t u r e  an d  b a c k g r o u n d  s h e  h a d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  m ore  i n  

common w i t h  R a d i c a l  C l e m e n t i a  T a y l o r  t h a n  w i t h  C o n s e r v a t i v e  

E m i l y  D a v i e s .  Y e t  s h e  c h o s e  t o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h e  f o r m a l  

s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  D a v i e s  a n d  t u r n e d  h e r  

e f f o r t s  t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  was 

n o t  f o r  w a n t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  n o r  l a c k  o f  

s y m p a t h y  w i t h  M i l l  an d  T a y l o r ' s  i d e o l o g y .

I n  I 869  B o d i c h o n  p u b l i s h e d  a  t h i r d  e d i t i o n  o f  h e r  

Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women r e v i s e d  t o  r e f l e c t  h e r  c o n v i c t i o n  

t h a t  f r a n c h i s e  r e f o r m  was o f  p r im e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  women . ^

The i s s u e  o f  t h e  v o t e ,  i g n o r e d  i n  t h e  two e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n s  

o f  h e r  w o r k ,  was now t r e a t e d  a s  t h e  m o s t  c r u c i a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  

q u e s t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  w om en 's  s t a t u s .  M a r r i e d  w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y  

r e f o r m  was m e n t i o n e d ,  b u t  t h e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  t h e  w ork  was 

o n  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  d i s a b i l i t y .  F u l l  c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  p u b l i c  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w e r e  r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  women c o u l d  no 

l o n g e r  be  d e n i e d . - ^  B o d i c h o n ' s  r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n  was w e l l  

r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w . D e s c r i b i n g  h e r  a s  

" u n r e s t i n g "  an d  " s i n g l e m i n d e d "  i n  h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  

r e f o r m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e m i n i s t  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  r e v i e w e r  

c o n g r a t u l a t e d  h e r  f o r  h e r  c o u r a g e  a n d  t h e  m o d e r a t i o n  o f  

h e r  p a m p h l e t .  H e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  c o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
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E n g l i s h  l a w  c o n c e r n i n g  women was a p p l a u d e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  

w ork  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  w e l l - p l a n n e d  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i n g
to

" a  n a t u r a l l y  k e e n  j u r i d i c a l  i n s t i n c t . " ^

When, i n  I 8 6 9 , M i l l ' s  S u b j e c t i o n  o f  Women was p u b l i s h e d ,  

B o d i c h o n  w a s _ p r o f o u n d l y  m oved ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  i t  s u m m a r i z e d  

an d  a r g u e d  m ore  e l o q u e n t l y  an d  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  

t h e  b a s i c  i n j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s .

M i l l ' s  o b j e c t ,  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  w o r k ,  was  t o  c o n v i n c e  

s o c i e t y  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  

one s e x  t o  t h e  o t h e r  was w ro n g  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e d  one  o f  t h e  

c h i e f  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  i m p ro v e m e n t  o f  t h e  human c o n d i t i o n .

He d e c l a r e d  t h a t  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  a n  

a c k n o w le d g m e n t  o f  t h e  p e r f e c t  e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s e x e s ,

" a d m i t t i n g  no p o w er  o r  p r i v i l e g e  o n  t h e  one  s i d e ,  n o r  

d i s a b i l i t y  on  t h e  o t h e r . T h e  S u b j e c t i o n  h a d  b e e n  

w r i t t e n  i n  1 8 6 1 ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  p u b l i s h e d  u n t i l  1 8 6 9 .  b u t  

M i l l ' s  s e n t i m e n t s  h ad  b e e n  f a m i l i a r  t o  B o d i c h o n  s i n c e  h e r  

r e a d i n g  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy i n  18^9* They  m i r r o r e d  h e r  

own i n t e n s e  b e l i e f  i n  c o m p l e t e  s e x u a l  e q u a l i t y  and  demon­

s t r a t e d  t h e  r a d i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  h e r  p e r s o n a l  v i e w p o i n t .  She  

w r o t e  t o  H e l e n  T a y l o r  i n  A u g u s t  I 8 6 9 , p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h a n k  h e r  

f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  w o m en 's  c o l l e g e  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  

t h e  S p e c t a t o r . S h e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l e a s e d  t h a t  t h e  r i f t  

i n  f e m i n i s t  r a n k s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  d i m i n i s h i n g :  " T h e r e  i s  

n o t h i n g  w h i c h  h a s  g i v e n  me s o  much p l e a s u r e  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  

i t  i s  s u c h  a  d e l i g h t  t o  h a v e  t h e  a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  one
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Kh,
r e l i g i o u s l y  r e s p e c t s . S h e  t r i e d  t o  t h a n k  M i l l  t h r o u g h

T a y l o r  f o r  w r i t i n g  t h e  S u b . j e c t i o n , b u t  f o u n d  h e r s e l f

u n a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  h e r  f e e l i n g s .  Overcome b y  e m o t i o n  a t

t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  M i l l ' s  b o o k  w o u ld  h a v e  o n

f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  s h e  c o u l d  o n l y  a s s e r t  h e r  c o n v i c t i o n

t h a t  t h e  S u b . j e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  p e r f e c t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f
55f e m i n i s t  i d e a l s .

B o d i c h o n  s h a r e d  M i l l ' s  co m m itm en t  t o  t h e  r e m o v a l  

o f  a l l  l e g a l  an d  s o c i a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  f r o m  women. A b s o l u t e  

e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  a c t i o n  w e re  h e r  

u l t i m a t e  g o a l .  Why t h e n  d i d  s h e  t u r n  f r o m  f r a n c h i s e  

r e f o r m .  Why n o t  d e v o t e  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  t h i s  

m o s t  a d v a n c e d  o u t p o s t  o f  w o m en 's  s t r u g g l e ?  H e r  e x p e r i e n c e  

w i t h  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 6 - 6 7  e f f o r t  h a d  

t a u g h t  h e r  a  g r e a t  d e a l .  P r a g m a t i c  f r o m  t h e  moment o f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e ,  s h e  h a d  n e v e r  

u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  p a s s  b e f o r e  t h e  

l a w  was m o d i f i e d  b y  e v e n  a  s y l l a b l e .  I n  1869  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  

f r a n c h i s e  was e x t e n d e d  t o  women r a t e p a y e r s ,  b u t  t h o s e  

women who i m a g i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  g e t  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

v o t e  w i t h  s i m i l a r  e a s e  w e r e  g r a v e l y  m i s t a k e n .  L ady  A m b e r l e y  

e c h o e d  B o d i c h o n ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  when t h e  s t o r m  o f  c r i t i c i s m  

b r o k e  o v e r  M i l l ' s  S u b j e c t i o n : "No r e f o r m  was e v e r  made

w i t h o u t  t a l k  an d  w i t h o u t  b o r i n g  p e o p l e  o u t  a t  l a s t ,  a n d  so  

I  s u p p o s e  we m u s t  b e  d i s c u s s e d  an d  t u r n e d  i n s i d e  o u t  f o r  

t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  an d  t h e n  l a w m a k e r s  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  s e e  

t h e y  h a d  b e t t e r  g i v e  i n  a n d  l e t  u s  m anage  o u r  own a f f a i r s
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and  k e e p  o u r  own p r o p e r t y  and  b e  g u a r d i a n  t o  o u r  own 

c h i l d r e n . " ^

I n  t h e  s u f f r a g e  e f f o r t ,  a s  i n  p r e v i o u s  f e m i n i s t  

c a m p a i g n s ,  B o d i c h o n ' s  r o l e  h a d  b e e n  u n i q u e .  S h e  was a n  

i n n o v a t o r ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  c h a n g e  a n d  s e r v i n g  a s  a  c a t a l y s t .  

She  c o u l d  n o t  d e v o t e  p a t i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d a y - t o - d a y  

d e t a i l  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o m p l e t e  f r a n c h i s e  r e f o r m .  H er  

e n t h u s i a s m  was dam pened  b y  t h e  p e t t y  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  

w ere  so  much a  p a r t  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  l i f e .  B e s s i e  P a r k e s  

h a d  r e c o g n i z e d  when t h e  E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  was 

d i s s o l v i n g  t h a t  s o c i e t i e s  an d  c o m m i t t e e s  w e re  n o t  a l w a y s  

s u c c e s s f u l  a g e n t s  o f  c h a n g e .  P a r k e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  some 

o f  t h e  momentum f o r  r e f o r m  was a c t u a l l y  l o s t  i n  t h e  

f r i c t i o n  w i t h i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  B o d i c h o n  was 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  u n a b l e  t o  d e v o t e  h e r  e n e r g y  t o  w o r k i n g  

a r o u n d  t h o s e  s t r a i n s .  I n  1867  s h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

t h a t  f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e  h ad  become a  v i a b l e ,  i f  d i s t a n t  g o a l  

an d  t u r n e d  f r o m  i t  t o  j o i n  t h e  new e x p e r i m e n t  i n  f e m a l e  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .
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CHAPTER VII

FEMALE HIGHER EDUCATION: GIRTON COLLEGE

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e ,  C am brid ge  

was B o d i c h o n ' s  l a s t  m a jo r  f e m i n i s t  p r o j e c t .  Her r o l e  

i n  t h i s  c a m p a ig n  w as a  new o n e . G i r t o n  w as a  t r u e  

c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e f f o r t .  B o d ic h o n  and D a v i e s  p a r t n e r e d  

t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h o u g h  e a c h  c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

w a y s .  B o d ic h o n  came t o  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  w i t h  h e r  u s u a l  

r e s t l e s s  e n e r g y .  I t  becam e t h e  m o s t  f u l f i l l i n g  e n d e a v o r  

o f  h e r  l i f e  and s u s t a i n e d  h e r  t h r o u g h  y e a r s  o f  p o o r  

h e a l t h  fro m  1 8 7 7  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  i n  1 8 9 1 .

I t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e  o f  

f e m in i s m ,  w h ic h  becam e c l e a r e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  was t h e  d r a w in g  o u t  o f  women i n t o  " th e  s e x l e s s  

s p h e r e  o f  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e , "  r e s u l t i n g  i n  

t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  "autonom ou s p e r s o n a l i t y . Some­

t i m e s  o b s c u r e d  b y  c a m p a ig n s  f o r  s u b o r d i n a t e  e n d s  ( t h e  

r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own p r o p e r t y  a f t e r  

m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  g r a d u a t e ) ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  women 

t o  e x e r t  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t o  b r e a k  away fr o m  

t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  s p h e r e ,  was c l e a r l y  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  

f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t y .  W h i le  e v e r y  e f f o r t  b y  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  

w om en 's  m ovem ent c o n t r i b u t e d  m a t e r i a l l y  and c u m u l a t i v e l y

2 8 2
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t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  new f e m i n i n e  i d e a l  b y  t h e  c e n t u r y ' s  

e n d ,  t h e  im p ro v e m e n t  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  

m u s t  b e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a g e n t  o f  c h a n g e ,  

b e c a u s e  i t  a l t e r e d  w o m an 's  own n a t u r e ,  e n l a r g i n g  h e r  

c o n c e p t  o f  s e l f .

B o d i c h o n  a n d  D a v i e s  h ad  b e e n  e a r l y  a d v o c a t e s  o f

i m p ro v e d  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n .  The a b s o l u t e  n e g l e c t  o f

g i r l s '  s c h o o l i n g  h a d  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  b y  B o d i c h o n  i n  h e r

" M id d le  C l a s s  S c h o o l s  f o r  G i r l s , "  i n  I 8 6 0 .  H e r  f i r s t

r e f o r m  e n d e a v o r  h a d  b e e n  t h e  c o e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i m e n t  a t

P o r t m a n  H a l l .  As e a r l y  a s  1851» when s h e  v i s i t e d  h e r

b r o t h e r  a t  C a m b r i d g e ,  t h e  d re am  o f  a  c o l l e g e  f o r  women
2

h a d  i n s p i r e d  h e r .

B o d i c h o n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  B e d f o r d  C o l l e g e  i n  18 ^9  

s h a r p e n e d  h e r  v i s i o n  o f  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  a l l  t o o  e f f e c t i v e l y  how i l l - p r e p a r e d  

g i r l s  w e r e .  T h e y  c o u l d  b a r e l y  a b s o r b  a  s e c o n d a r y  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  w e r e  s i n g u l a r l y  u n f i t  t o  t e a c h  o t h e r s ,  

e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  b e s t  e f f o r t s  o f  i n s t r u c t o r s  a t  Q u e e n ' s  

a n d  B e d f o r d .  The o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  N o r t h  L o n d o n  C o l l e g i a t e  

S c h o o l  f o r  Women b y  F r a n c e s  Mary B u s s  i n  1 8 5 0  a n d  t h e  

L a d i e s '  C o l l e g e  a t  C h e l t e n h a m  b y  D o r o t h e a  B e a l e  i n  

1858  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  i m p ro v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h e s e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e ,  l i k e  Q u e e n ' s  an d  B e d f o r d ,  i n  r e a l i t y  

s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e i r  n a m e s .  T h e y  m anaged  

w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  t r a i n  g i r l s  a s  g o v e r n e s s e s  o r  t e a c h e r s
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f o r  f e m a l e  a c a d e m i e s .  T r a i n i n g  was n o t  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e i r  

c u r r i c u l u m s  w e re  d i s o r g a n i z e d  a n d  t h e i r  f a c u l t i e s  o f  

u n e v e n  q u a l i t y .  I n  t h e  t e n  y e a r s  t h a t  h a d  p a s s e d  s i n c e  

t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  Q u e e n ' s ,  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n  h ad  a d v a n c e d  

o n l y  s u p e r f i c i a l l y .  S c h o o l i n g  was s t i l l  h a p h a z a r d  a n d  

i t  was b y  no m eans  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  g i r l s  n e e d e d  

m ore  t h a n  a  s m a t t e r i n g  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  t o  p r e p a r e  

th em  f o r  l i f e .

A r g u m e n ts  u n t i l  1858  h ad  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  u s e  

t h a t  women m i g h t  make o f  s c h o o l i n g .  P r o p o n e n t s  o f  

im p ro v e m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  f i n a n c i a l l y  

d i s t r e s s e d  g e n t l e w o m e n  o r  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  f r u s t r a t i o n  

o f  o t h e r  i d l e  t h o u g h  w e a l t h y  f e m a l e s .  T h o se  o p p o s i n g  

i n c r e a s e d  e d u c a t i o n  d i s m i s s e d  i t  a s  a  w a s t e ,  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  

e x p e n d i t u r e  on g i r l s  whose o n l y  p u r p o s e  was t o  m a r r y .  By 

1858  a  s u b t l e  c h a n g e  e n t e r e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  The i d e a  

t h a t  e d u c a t e d  w i v e s  an d  m o t h e r s  m i g h t  b e n e f i t  a  h o u s e ­

h o l d  was g i v e n  i n c r e a s i n g  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I n  

t h a t  y e a r  E m i l y  S h i r r e f f ,  a  f u t u r e  m i s t r e s s  o f  G i r t o n  

C o l l e g e ,  b u t  b y  h e r  own a d m i s s i o n  a  f i r m  b e l i e v e r  i n  

t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  men an d  women, p u b l i s h e d  I n t e l l e c t u a l  

E d u c a t i o n  an d  I t s  I n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  C h a r a c t e r  a n d  H a p p i n e s s  

o f  Women. O u t l i n i n g  a  c o u r s e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  m o r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  women, t h e  b o o k  e x p r e s s e d  S h i r r e f f ' s  

c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  s o c i e t y ' s  b a s i c  e r r o r  r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  F o r  S h i r r e f f  

t h e  p r im e  p u r p o s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  was t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  and
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h a r m o n i o u s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l . The

e l e m e n t a r y  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  same

f o r  a l l  an d  t h e  u s e  t o  w h i c h  k n o w le d g e  m i g h t  b e  p u t ,

o n c e  a c q u i r e d ,  was t o t a l l y  i r r e l e v e n t .  S h i r r e f f

d i s m i s s e d  " w o r l d l y  u t i l i t y : "  "The human b e i n g  r e m a i n s

a  m u t i l a t e d  c r e a t u r e  i f  t h e  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  h i s  mind  a r e

l e f t  d o r m a n t . . .The  e d u c a t i o n  o f  women h a s  no f i r m  s t a n d i n g

on  a n y  o t h e r  g r o u n d s .  F a s h i o n  a n d  c u s t o m  may make c e r t a i n

a c q u i r e m e n t s  d e s i r a b l e ,  b u t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  an d  c o n s e q u e n t
kd u t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  l i e s  m  t h a t  b r o a d  p r i n c i p l e  a l o n e . "

A new j u s t i f i c a t i o n  h ad  b e e n  made f o r  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n .  

B o d i c h o n  a n d  D a v i e s  s h a r e d  S h i r r e f f ' s  m o r a l  com m itm en t  

t o  w om en 's  e d u c a t i o n .  O ver  t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  t h e y  

m i n g l e d  a r g u m e n t s  o f  u t i l i t y  w i t h  d i s c u s s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

s o c i e t y ' s  m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  e x h a u s t  a l l  human 

p o t e n t i a l .  By I 869  t h e y  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  i n  p e r s u a d i n g  a 

v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  a  c o l l e g e  f o r  women. I n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  

a n d  w i t h  no c l e a r  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e  was f o u n d e d .

I n  1862  E l i z a b e t h  G a r r e t t  a p p l i e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  

m a t r i c u l a t i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  a t  Lon d o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  She 

c o u l d  n o t  a t t e n d  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  a  u n i v e r s i t y  

d e g r e e .  When G a r r e t t ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  was d e n i e d  E m i l y  

D a v i e s  l a u n c h e d  a  c a m p a i g n  t o  f o r c e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  

c h a n g e  i t s  p o l i c y .  The e f f o r t  was u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t
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b e f o r e  i t  was o v e r  D a v i e s  a n d  B o d i c h o n  h a d  m o b i l i z e d  

f r i e n d s  f r o m  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  c i r c l e s  

o n  i t s  b e h a l f .  T h e y  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a  p o i n t  w o r t h  

f i g h t i n g  f o r .  D a v i e s  was b u o y e d  b y  h e r  b r o t h e r  L l e w e l l y n ' s  

s u p p o r t ,  s i n c e  he  g e n e r a l l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  h e r  f e m i n i s t  

a s p i r a t i o n s .  He b r o u g h t  F r e d e r i c k  D e n i s o n  M a u r i c e ' s  

c i r c l e  i n t o  t h e  c a m p a i g n .  H i s  s i s t e r  c o n t a c t e d  Q u a k e r  

f r i e n d s ,  w h i l e  B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  t o  a  num ber  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  

U n i t a r i a n s .$

The o p t i m i s m  o f  1862  was p r e m a t u r e ,  b u t  t h e  

a b o r t i v e  e f f o r t  p r o v e d  how e f f e c t i v e l y  B o d i c h o n  an d  

D a v i e s  c o u l d  p o o l  t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  T h e y  h a d  a c c e s s  t o  

l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  w r i t e r s  o f  e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

c o n v i c t i o n .  T h ey  m an ag ed  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e s e  d i s p a r a t e  

i n t e r e s t s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  j o i n e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c o n ­

t i n u i n g  s t r u g g l e  f o r  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  By I 863  

D a v i e s  h a d  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  M a g a z in e  

on  "Women an d  U n i v e r s i t y  D e g r e e s , "  a n d  h a d  e n l i s t e d  

B o d i c h o n ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  o p e n  u n i v e r s i t y  

l o c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t o  women. The l o c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  h a d  

b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1857  a n d  1858  b y  O x f o r d  a n d  C a m b r id g e  

t o  p r o v i d e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  w i t h  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e i r  

g r a d u a t e s . D a v i e s  was o n l y  p e r i p h e r a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  v i e w i n g  t h e i r  o p e n i n g  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  o f  g i r l s  t a k i n g  t h e  same t e s t s
fia s  b o y s .  I t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  f i n d  a
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s u f f i c i e n t  num ber  o f  f e m a l e  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  make t h e

u n o f f i c i a l  e x p e r i m e n t  w hen  C a m b r id g e  f i n a l l y  a g r e e d

i n  I 8 6 3 . D a v i e s  was f o r c e d  t o  c o n c e d e  i n  "Women an d

U n i v e r s i t y  D e g r e e s , "  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  v a l u e  o f  d e g r e e s

f o r  f e m a l e s  m i g h t  b e  i n d i r e c t .  T hey  w o u ld  r a i s e  t h e

s t a n d a r d s  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  f e m a l e  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y

s c h o o l s  a n d  f o r c e  im p ro v e m e n t  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f
n

t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

I n  186^- D a v i e s  p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  a t  t h e  S o c i a l  

S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n f e r e n c e ,  "On S e c o n d a r y  I n s t r u c t i o n  

a s  R e l a t i n g  t o  G i r l s , "  r e i t e r a t i n g  B o d i c h o n ’ s  i 8 6 0  a r g u m e n t s  

a b o u t  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  g i r l s '  s c h o o l s .  I n  

I 865  C a m b r id g e  o f f i c i a l l y  o p e n e d  l o c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t o  

women a n d  O x f o r d  f o l l o w e d  i n  I 8 7 O. The d e p l o r a b l e  s t a t e  

o f  f e m a l e  s c h o o l i n g  was u n d e r l i n e d  b y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

t h e  S c h o o l s '  I n q u i r y  C o m m is s io n ,  1 8 6 ^ - 6 7 . The T a u n t o n  

C o m m is s io n  ( e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  " w h o le  

s u b j e c t  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  e d u c a t i o n " )  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  

g i r l s '  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h i n  i t s  s c o p e .  S i n c e  t h e  s u b j e c t  was 

n o t  e x p r e s s l y  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  i t s  c h a r g e ,  D a v i e s  an d  B o d i c h o n  

o r g a n i z e d  a  p e t i t i o n  a s k i n g  t h a t  women b e  h e a r d .  The 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a g r e e d  and  a  num ber  o f  women, i n c l u d i n g  

D a v i e s  an d  B u s s ,  t e s t i f i e d .  D a v i e s  m a i l e d  B o d i c h o n  a  

c o p y  o f  t h e i r  e v i d e n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  g r o u p  o f  A s s i s t a n t  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  D .R .  F e a r o n ’ s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  comment o n .  D a v i e s  

was o p t i m i s t i c .  S h e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l e a s e d  b y  t h e
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r e a d i n e s s  o f  s c h o o l m i s t r e s s e s  t o  o r g a n i z e  f o r  f u t u r e
O

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s .

T h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 8 ,  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  r e f o r m  o f  g i r l s '  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r s  c a u t i o u s l y  b u t  o f f i c i a l l y  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  

t h e r e  w a s  " w e i g h t y  e v i d e n c e "  s u p p o r t i n g  c o n t e n t i o n s  t h a t  

e s s e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e s  w e r e  t h e  s a m e  i n  b o t h  

s e x e s . ^  T h e  c a u s e  o f  m a n y  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  f e m a l e  s c h o o l s  

w a s  f o u n d  t o  r e s t  i n  t h e  p o o r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  w h o  

h a d  n o t  b e e n  t a u g h t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c o u l d  n o t  t e a c h . " * " 0 

S o m e w h a t  t i m i d l y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  g a v e  t h e i r  b l e s s i n g  

t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  l o c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t o  g i r l s  a n d  s u g g e s t e d

v a g u e l y  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n

~  11 o f  w o m e n .

D a v i e s  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t e a c h i n g

s t a n d a r d s  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d .

I n  M a r c h  1866 s h e  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  L o n d o n  S c h o o l m i s t r e s s e s '

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s h e  l e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  B y

J a n u a r y  1867  i t  w a s  c l e a r  t o  h e r  a n d  t o  B o d i c h o n  t h a t  t h e

o n l y  r e m e d y  f o r  t h e  p o o r  q u a l i t y  o f  f e m a l e  t e a c h i n g  w a s

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  w o m e n ' s  c o l l e g e .  D a v i e s  h a d  t r i e d

t o  c o n v i n c e  B e d o f r d  a n d  Q u e e n ' s  t o  f i l l  t h e  g a p  b y  r a i s i n g

t h e  a d m i s s i o n  a g e  a n d  s e t t i n g  u p  e n t r a n c e  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  b u t

12
t h e y  r e f u s e d ,  a f r a i d  t h a t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  d r o p  s h a r p l y .  

C a m b r i d g e  s e e m e d  t h e  m o s t  e n c o u r a g i n g  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  w h i c h  

t o  b e g i n  a n d  D a v i e s  s u g g e s t e d  t o  B o d i c h o n  t h a t  t h e y  f o r m  a
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c o l l e g e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  £ 3 0 , 0 0 0  n e c e s s a r y  t o

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  S h e  s e n t  B o d i c h o n  a  p r o o f  o f

a  p r o p o s e d  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e .  S h e  s p e c u l a t e d  a b o u t

f u n d - r a i s i n g  a n d  a s k e d  B o d i c h o n  t o  c o n s i d e r  a  p e r s o n a l

c o n t r i b u t i o n .  O n c e  B o d i c h o n  e n d o r s e d  t h e  p l a n ,  D a v i e s

p l a n n e d  t o  a p p r o a c h  L a d y  G o l d s m i d ,  R u s s e l l  G u r n e y  a n d

o t h e r s  w h o  m i g h t  b e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  h e r  o p i n i o n . ^  S i n c e

B o d i c h o n  w a s  i l l  w i t h  f e v e r  n o  r e p l y  c a m e  f r o m  A l g i e r s

f o r  s o m e  t i m e .  I n  M a r c h  s h e  s e n t  a n  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n s w e r ,

b u t  e x p r e s s e d  m o r e  c o n c e r n  o v e r  s u f f r a g e  m a t t e r s  t h a n  t h e  
1 A

c o l l e g e .  S h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  M a y  b u t  d i d  n o t  

b e c o m e  t o t a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  p r o j e c t  u n t i l  

D a v i e s  s p e n t  a  m o n t h  w i t h  h e r  a t  S c a l a n d s  i n  A u g u s t . B y  

t h a t  t i m e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  s u f f r a g e  c o m m i t t e e  h a d  d i s s o l v e d  

a n d  s h e  w a s  p a r t i a l l y  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  f e v e r .

D a v i e s  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  B o d i c h o n 1s  h e a l t h .  T h e  

A l g e r i a n  f e v e r  h a d  b e e n  s e v e r e  a n d  s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  m a d e  

c o n v a l e s c e n c e  d i f f i c u l t .  S h e  c o u l d  n o t  s e e m  t o  r e g a i n  h e r  

o l d  v i t a l i t y . ^  H e r  g e n e r o s i t y  w i t h  t i m e  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a  

m a t t e r  f o r  a m u s e d  i n d u l g e n c e .  S h e  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  

m o n e y  a s  s h e  c h o s e .  S h e  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  g i v e  u n s t i n t i n g l y  

o f  s e l f .  G e o r g e  E l i o t  b l u n t l y  a d v i s e d  h e r  b e s t  f r i e n d :  

" T h e  p h y s i c i a n ' s  o p i n i o n  w o u l d ,  I  s h o u l d  t h i n k ,  b e  c o n ­

c l u s i v e  f o r  a l l  r a t i o n a l  p e o p l e .  I  p r e s u m e  y o u  g i v e  u p

t h e  i d e a  o f  p l e a s i n g  a l l  t h e  w o r l d  r a t i o n a l  a n d  
1

i r r a t i o n a l  I B o d i c h o n  w a s  o n l y  f o r t y  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t
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u n t i l  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  s h e  s u f f e r e d  a  d i s a b l i n g  s t r o k e .  

H o w e v e r ,  s h e  n e v e r  r e c o v e r e d  f u l l y  f r o m  t h e  f e v e r  o f  

1867  a n d  i t  w a s  t h i s  a s  m u c h  a s  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  a l t e r e d  

h e r  p a t t e r n  o f  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .  S h e  g a v e  g e n e r o u s  

f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  p r o j e c t .  F r o m  I 867  

s h e  w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  s o u n d i n g  b o a r d  f o r  D a v i e s '  i d e a s .

S h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  h e r  o w n  u n i q u e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  

i n  t e r m s  o f  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  

g r e a t  p a r t  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

S h e  b e c a m e  i n t i m a t e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  s t u d e n t  p r o b l e m s ,  s e r v e d  

f o r  a  t i m e  a s  h e a d - m i s t r e s s  a n d  w a s  c a l l e d  u p o n  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  t o  m e d i a t e  w h e n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r o s e  

b e t w e e n  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  h e r  r o l e  w a s  

p r i m a r i l y  s u p p o r t i v e .  H e r  d i m i n i s h e d  p h y s i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  

m e a n t  t h a t  D a v i e s  a s s u m e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d i r e c t i n g  

t h e  p r o j e c t ,  w r i t i n g  a r t i c l e s ,  l e a d i n g  m e e t i n g s  a n d  

p r o d d i n g  r e l u c t a n t  a l l i e s .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h e r  

l i f e  B o d i c h o n  a s s u m e d  a  s e c o n d a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n .

S h e  r e c o g n i z e d  h e r  o w n  l i m i t a t i o n s .  I n  I 869  s h e  w r o t e  

H e l e n  T a y l o r ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  c r e d i t  f o r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  

t h e  c o l l e g e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  h e r s .  S h e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  s h e  

s h o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  " o r i g i n a t o r "  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

a l t h o u g h  s h e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  w o m e n  w e n t  b a c k  t o  h e r  1 8 5 1  v i s i t  t o  

C a m b r i d g e .  S h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  c a r r i e d  

o u t  t h e  p l a n  w i t h o u t  E m i l y  D a v i e s :  " I  am n o t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h
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1 7o r  o r t h o d o x  e n o u g h . "

D u r i n g  t h e  A u g u s t  1867  v i s i t  t o  S c a l a n d s ,  D a v i e s

a n d  B o d i c h o n  p l a n n e d  a  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a n d  p u b l i c i t y

c a m p a i g n  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  f i r s t

w o r k i n g  c o l l e g e  c o m m i t t e e .  B e c a u s e  o f  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n

f o r  u n o r t h o d o x y  B o d i c h o n  w a s  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  a  m e m b e r  o f

t h e  c o m m i t t e e  u n t i l  F e b r u a r y  1 8 6 9 .  I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  a t

S c a l a n d s  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  no o n e ,

" s p e c i a l l y  k n o w n  a s  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  w o m e n . "  T h e

members  w e r e  c h o s e n  c a r e f u l l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  w i n  t h e  c o n -
1 R

f i d e n c e  o f  " o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e . "  J u s t  a s  i n  1856  B o d i c h o n ' s  

name h ad  b e e n  k e p t  o u t  o f  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  b y  t h e  

M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y  C o m m i t t e e ,  s o  i n  1867  h e r  

a d v a n c e d  o p i n i o n s  on  s e x u a l  e q u a l i t y  w e re  c o n s i d e r e d  

a  l i a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  c a m p a i g n  f o r  a  w o m en 's  c o l l e g e .

H ow ev er ,  B o d i c h o n  w o rk e d  p r i v a t e l y  t o  a t t r a c t  f u n d s  

a n d  am ass  s u p p o r t  w i t h i n  h e r  s o c i a l  c i r c l e .  By t h e  end  

o f  O c t o b e r  1867 s h e  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  JflOOO t o  

t h e  v e n t u r e  and  w r o t e  D a v i e s  a b o u t  h e r  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  

" s a n i t a r i a n "  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  She  h ad  s t r o n g  

v i e w s  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e x e r c i s e ,  d i e t  and  p h y s i c a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  y o u n g  women. She  g a v e  

D a v i e s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  p u b l i c i z e  h e r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  make a  

g e n e r o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

a  p r o g r a m  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  an d  e m o t i o n a l  w e l l ­

b e i n g  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s :
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I  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  some one  i n  p o w er  who h a s  made t h e  
p h y s i c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  women a  s t u d y  an d  i f  I  g i v e  
my * 1 0 0 0 ,  a s  I  am n o t  r i c h ,  I  m u s t  b e  s u r e  i t  i s  u s e d  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  my b e s t  j u d g m e n t  o f  w h a t  w i l l  r e a l l y  
p r o m o t e  t h e  g r e a t  o b j e c t  we h a v e  i n  v i e w ,  t h e  e n n o b l i n g ,  
m o r a l l y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  an d  p h y s i c a l l y  one  h a l f  o f
h u m a n i t y

A l t h o u g h  B o d i c h o n  was q u i t e  w e a l t h y ,  ^ 1 0 0 0  was a  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a t t a c h e d  

t o  h e r  g i f t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h e r  l i f e l o n g  i n s i s t e n c e  on  v a l u e  

f o r  h e r  d o l l a r .  S h e  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  h e r  i d e a s  a b o u t  

h e a l t h  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  an d  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  

i n s u r e  t h e i r  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t .

B o d i c h o n  o f f e r e d  t o  i n t e r c e d e  o n  t h e  c o l l e g e ' s

b e h a l f  w i t h  G e o r g e  E l i o t .  She  p r o m i s e d  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r

D a v i e s  t o  v i s i t  E l i o t .  P o o r  h e a l t h  s t i l l  r e s t r i c t e d  h e r

a c t i v i t i e s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a n d  s h e  was f o r c e d  t o  a s k  D a v i e s

t o  s e n d  b a c k  h e r  l e t t e r ,  s o  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  f o r w a r d  t h e

same d o c u m e n t  t o  E l i o t  t o  p r e p a r e  h e r  f o r  t h e  v i s i t :  " I

am n o t  w e l l  y e t  a n d  h a v e  p r o m i s e d  my d o c t o r  t o  w r i t e  no 
2 0l e t t e r s . "  E l i o t  a g r e e d  t o  s e e  D a v i e s ,  a s s u r i n g  B o d ic h o n  

t h a t  t h e  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  o f  women was a n  o b j e c t  s h e  c o u l d  

s u p p o r t . ^

E l i o t  t a l k e d  w i t h  D a v i e s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a b o u t  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  c o l l e g e .  She  s u b s c r i b e d  ^ 5 0  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  an d  

made s u g g e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  I n  M arch  1868  

s h e  d e s c r i b e d  h e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  a p p r o v i n g  o f  a  w om en 's  

c o l l e g e ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h o r o u g h  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

o u g h t  t o  i n s t i l l ,  " t h e  g o s p e l  t h a t  t h e  d e e p e s t  d i s g r a c e  i s
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t o  i n s i s t  o n  d o i n g  w ork  f o r  w h i c h  we a r e  u n f i t - - t o  do
22w ork  o f  a n y  s o r t  b a d l y . "  I n  A u g u s t  1868  s h e  a d v i s e d

D a v i e s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  p a p e r  on  t h e  c o l l e g e  f o r

p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n

c o n f e r e n c e .  S h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  f e m a l e

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  m u s t  b e  d i s p e l l e d  w i t h  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t

t r u e  u n i o n  an d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  men an d  women w o u ld

come o n l y  i f  b o t h  s e x e s  h a d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  same f u n d  o f
23k n o w le d g e  a n d  t r u t h .  ^  E l i o t ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e  was

h e r  s t r o n g e s t ,  t h o u g h  s t i l l  p r i v a t e ,  f e m i n i s t  co m m i tm e n t .

When M rs .  N a s s a u  J o h n  S e n i o r  q u e s t i o n e d  h e r  a b o u t  h e r  t i e s

t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  a f t e r  i t s  o p e n i n g  i n  O c t o b e r  I 8 6 9 , s h e

w r o t e  a  c o m p e l l i n g  l e t t e r  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t .  She

a d m i t t e d  h a v i n g  no p e r s o n a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  C h a r l o t t e  M a n n in g ,

i t s  f i r s t  h e a d - m i s t r e s s , a n d  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  s h e  h ad  no

" p r a c t i c a l  c o n n e x i o n "  w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n

a d v i s i n g  D a v i e s  a b o u t  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  She  a s s e r t e d  y e t

a g a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was no s u b j e c t  s h e  was m ore  r e l u c t a n t

t o  make p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  t h a n  t h e  woman q u e s t i o n .

H o w e v e r ,  s h e  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  s t r o n g  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  women

s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  same a c c e s s  t o  k n o w le d g e  a s  men. She

f e l t  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  p r o m o t e  t h a t  e n d :  " I t

i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t h a t  a n y  p e r f e c t  p l a n  f o r  e d u c a t i n g  women

c a n  s o o n  b e  f o u n d ,  f o r  we a r e  v e r y  f a r  f r o m  h a v i n g  f o u n d

a  p e r f e c t  p l a n  f o r  e d u c a t i n g  men.  B u t  i t  w i l l  n o t  do t o
2 A

w a i t  f o r  p e r f e c t i o n . "
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E l i o t ' s  s u p p o r t  s u r p r i s e d  D a v i e s .  S h e  w r o t e  B o d ic h o n

t h a t  s h e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  s h o c k e d  i f  E l i o t  h a d  b e e n

a g a i n s t  t h e  i d e a :  " In  f a c t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  e v e r
2*5s u r p r i s e s  me i s  t o  f i n d  a n y b o d y  f o r  i t . ” ^ B o d ic h o n

an d  D a v i e s  w e r e  som ew hat  d i s c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e  a p a t h y  w h i c h

g r e e t e d  t h e  c o l l e g e  p r o p o s a l .  F u n d - r a i s i n g  was p a i n f u l l y

s l o w  a n d  a f t e r  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t i r e s o m e  d i n n e r  p a r t y

B o d ic h o n  r e a s s u r e d  D a v i e s  t h a t  h e r  f a i t h  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t
2 6was u n s h a k e n  and h e r  o p t im is m  u n im p a i r e d .  D a v i e s  r e p l i e d

t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  d o u b t  B o d i c h o n ' s  c o n v i c t i o n ,  b u t  f e a r e d

f o r  h e r  o v e r - e n t h u s i a s t i c  n a t u r e :  "I t h o u g h t  y o u  w e re  more

d i s c o u r a g e d  t h a n  n e e d  be  b y  o t h e r  p e o p l e s '  c o l d n e s s ,

b e c a u s e  y o u  e x p e c t e d  m ore  f r o m  th em  t h a n  I  d i d .  You go

a b o u t  b r a v e l y  t a l k i n g  t o  p e o p l e  a n d  e x p e c t i n g  s y m p a t h y  f r o m

th e m ,  when I  s h o u l d  n o t  o p e n  my m o u t h ,  a n d  s o  y o u  g e t  t h e
27c o l d  w a t e r  s h o w e r e d  u p o n  y o u . "

B o d i c h o n  was  w e l l  e n o u g h  t o  j o i n  D a v i e s  i n  a  r o u n d  

o f  f u n d - r a i s i n g  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  e f f o r t s  b y  e a r l y  1 8 6 8 .  

R e b u f f s  w e re  common. C h a r l o t t e  M. Y onge ,  r e s p e c t e d  

a u t h o r  an d  p i l l a r  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h  s e n t  a  c h i l l y  r e p l y  

t o  a  s o l i c i t a t i o n  f o r  h e r  s u p p o r t .  She  o b j e c t e d  t o  b r i n g i n g  

women t o g e t h e r  f o r  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  home.  She  

r e f u s e d  t o  a i d  t h e  p r o j e c t  an d  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  f e m a l e  m in d s

s h o u l d  b e  m o ld e d  b y  " s e n s i b l e  f a t h e r s , "  n o t  w om en 's
28c o l l e g e s .

A n th o n y  T r o l l o p e ' s L e c t u r e  on  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  o f  

Women, p u b l i s h e d  i n  1868  e c h o e d  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  Y o n g e ' s
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l e t t e r .  T r o l l o p e  d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e  i m p ro v e m e n t  o f  f e m a l e

e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  c a m p a i g n s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e

p o l i t i c a l  p r i v i l e g e s ,  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g ,  o r  e d u c a t i o n a l
29s y s t e m s  t h a t  men e n j o y e d .  '  He o u t l i n e d  a  schem e f o r  

s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t  t h a t  m u s t  h a v e  h o r r i f i e d  t h e  c o l l e g e  

c o m m i t t e e .  D a v i e s  h a d  i n s t i l l e d  i n  t h e  g r o u p  h e r  

u n s w e r v i n g  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  o n l y  e x a m i n a t i o n s  an d  d e g r e e s  

o n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same t e r m s  a s  men c o u l d  p r o d u c e  e d u c a t e d  

women.

Not a l l  r e c e p t i o n s  w e re  h o s t i l e .  D a v i e s  was p l e a s e d  

b y  t h e  r e a c t i o n  a t  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n ­

f e r e n c e  t o  h e r  p a p e r  o n  t h e  c o l l e g e  p r o p o s a l .  The p r e s s  

was p o l i t e  an d  t h e  r e s p e c t a b l e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e

c o m m i t t e e  f o r c e d  t h e  T im es  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  m u s t
20a t  l e a s t  b e  g i v e n  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  H ow ev er ,  f u n d ­

r a i s i n g  was i n o r d i n a n t l y  s l o w .  O n ly  $ 2 0 0 0  h a d  b e e n  

p l e d g e d  a f t e r  m ore  t h a n  a  y e a r ' s  w o rk .

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i m e n t s  b e g a n  

w h i c h  c a u s e d  D a v i e s  a n g u i s h  an d  l e d  t o  t h e  a b r u p t  o p e n i n g  

o f  a  m o d i f i e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  a t  B e n s l o w  H o u s e ,  

H i t c h i n  i n  O c t o b e r  1 8 6 9 -  I n  1868  L e c t u r e s  f o r  L a d i e s  w ere  

o r g a n i z e d  b y  Anne Jemim a C lo u g h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n o r t h  o f  

E n g l a n d .  From t h e s e  l e c t u r e s  was d e v e l o p e d  t h e  N o r t h  

o f  E n g l a n d  C o u n c i l  f o r  P r o m o t i n g  t h e  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  o f  

Women w i t h  J o s e p h i n e  B u t l e r  a s  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C lo u g h  a s  

Hon. S e c r e t a r y .  The C o u n c i l  b e g a n  t o  p r e s s  f o r  s p e c i a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  women, a n a t h e m a  t o  D a v i e s ,  b u t  a n  i d e a
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a p p e a l i n g  t o  a  num ber  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m e r s .  D a v i e s

was i n f u r i a t e d  b y  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  w h i c h  t h e  i d e a  o f  s p e c i a l

t e s t s  g e n e r a t e d  a n d  d e c l a r e d :  "We do n o t  w a n t  t o  h a v e

c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  p r o f i c i e n c y  g i v e n  t o  h a l f  e d u c a t e d  
31w o m e n . B o d i c h o n  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e  m em bers  f a v o r e d

i m m e d i a t e  o p e n i n g  o f  c l a s s e s  i n  C a m b r i d g e ,  b u t  o n c e  a g a i n

D a v i e s  was a d a m a n t .  S h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  B o d i c h o n  on  t h e

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  m a k in g  a  p r o m p t  t e m p o r a r y  b e g i n n i n g  i n  r e n t e d

q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  a  C a m b r id g e  l o c a t i o n  w o u ld  b e

u n s u i t a b l e .  She  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e

m e n ' s  c o l l e g e s  w o u ld  p r o v e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  a n d  g i v e  r i s e  t o
32g o s s i p  d a m a g i n g  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

A r e s p e c t a b l e  c o m p r o m is e  was f o u n d  i n  a  h o u s e  i n  H i t c h i n  

m id -w a y  b e t w e e n  L o n d o n  a n d  C a m b r i d g e .  E n t r a n c e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  

w e r e  h e l d  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 869-  E i g h t e e n  y o u n g  women 

t o o k  t h e  e n t r a n c e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a t  L o n d o n  U n i v e r s i t y  on  

J u l y  1 3 ,  I 869  an d  t h r e e  m ore  w e re  e x a m in e d  i n  e a r l y  

O c t o b e r  a t  B o d i c h o n ' s  B l a n d f o r d  S q u a r e  home.  On O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  

I 869  D a v i e s  we lcom ed  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  

a t  H i t c h i n .

The c u r r i c u l u m  a t  H i t c h i n  r e f l e c t e d  D a v i e s '  s t u b b o r n  

r e s o l v e  t o  g i v e  t h e  women e x a c t l y  t h e  same c o u r s e  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  C a m b r id g e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s .  The women w e r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  

p r e p a r e  f i r s t  f o r  t h e  " L i t t l e - G o "  o r  P r e v i o u s  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  

a t  t h e  same t i m e  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  T r i p o s  o r  F i n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n .  

The L i t t l e - G o  h ad  j u s t  b e e n  r e f o r m e d  a n d  i n c l u d e d  a d d i t i o n a l
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m a t h e m a t i c s ,  t a x i n g  t h e  u n d e r p r e p a r e d  women s e v e r e l y .  They  

w e r e  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  o f  t i m e ,  s i n c e  D a v i e s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  

c o u r s e  m u s t  h e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same t i m e  a l l o w e d  

t o  men.  W h a t e v e r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  s c h e d u l e  was met.v 

W i t h i n  two y e a r s  a l l  f i v e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  p a s s e d  t h e  L i t t l e - G o  

an d  i n  1873 two o f  th em  p a s s e d  t h e  T r i p o s  i n  c l a s s i c s  an d  

one i n  m a t h e m a t i c s .  The s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  t a k e  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  o n l y  u n o f f i c i a l l y  a n d  b y  c o u r t e s y  o f  

t h e  e x a m i n e r s .  They  w e r e  n o t  members o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

a n d  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  be  a w a r d e d  d e g r e e s .

The r i g o r o u s  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  was a  s t r a i n .

A d i e t  o f  b o i l e d  b e e f  an d  m u t t o n  was i n e x p e n s i v e  a n d  

n o u r i s h i n g ,  b u t  B o d i c h o n  f e a r e d  i t  a d d e d  t o  t h e  m o n o to n y  

o f  c o l l e g e  r o u t i n e .  S h e  s e n t  f r a m e d  s k e t c h e s  t o  b r i g h t e n  

t h e  c o l l e g e ,  i n v i t e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  S c a l a n d s  f o r  h o l i d a y s ,  an d  

v i s i t e d  o f t e n  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  l i g h t e n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e .  I n  

M arch  1871 a  p o t e n t i a l  s t u d e n t  m u t i n y  c a u s e d  a n  u p r o a r .  

A b s o l u t e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  an d  l a d y l i k e  c o n d u c t  b y  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  was n e c e s s a r y  i n  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  c l o s e l y  w a t c h e d  

b y  c r i t i c s  h o p i n g  f o r  u n f e m i n i n e  l a p s e s .  I n  s e a r c h  o f  

d i v e r s i o n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  p l a n n e d  a n  a m a t e u r  t h e a t r i c a l ,  

w h ic h  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e i r  a p p e a r i n g  i n  m a le  a t t i r e .  A 

f l u r r y  o f  l e t t e r s  b e t w e e n  D a v i e s  a n d  B o d i c h o n  a t t e s t e d  

t o  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The e n t i r e  c o l l e g e  

p r o j e c t  c o u l d  b e  j e a p o r d i z e d  b y  t h i s  k i n d  o f  a c t i v i t y .  

B o d i c h o n  c o n s u l t e d  G eo rg e  E l i o t  an d  E l i z a b e t h  B l a c k w e l l .
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B o th  c o u n s e l e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  b e  s t o p p e d .  The s t u d e n t s

w ere  s t u b b o r n  and  vow ed t o  go  o n .  To a v o i d  t h e  s c a n d a l  o f

b r i n g i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  t h e  e n t i r e  c o l l e g e  c o m m i t t e e ,

B o d ic h o n  s o u g h t  t o  m e d ia t e  t h e  d i s p u t e .  D a v i e s  w as c e r t a i n

t h a t  B o d i c h o n ' s  o p i n i o n  w o u ld  c a r r y  m ore w e i g h t  w i t h

t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e ' s .  B o d i c h o n 1s  v i s i t

was s u c c e s s f u l .  S h e  made a n  e s p e c i a l l y  s t r o n g

i m p r e s s i o n  on  on e  o f  t h e  r e b e l s ,  a  M is s  G ib s o n ,  w i t h

whom s h e  m et p r i v a t e l y  t o  d i s c u s s  n o t  o n l y  t h e

t h e a t r i c a l  b u t  t h a t  y o u n g  w om an's  u n u s u a l  s t y l e  o f

d r e s s i n g .  D a v i e s  w i s h e d  G ib s o n  t o  a d o p t  a  more

c o n v e n t i o n a l  m anner o f  d r e s s i n g .  H o w ev er , G ib s o n  was s t r u c k

b y  B o d i c h o n ' s  o p e n -m in d e d  a t t i t u d e .  G ib s o n  w ore  s i m p l e

l o o s e  gow ns and B o d ic h o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  c e n s u r i n g  h e r

c h o i c e ,  c o m p l im e n te d  t h e  f a s h i o n  and a s k e d  f o r  t h e  

3 3p a t t e r n .

B o d i c h o n ' s  u n s e l f c o n s c i o u s  f r i e n d l i n e s s  won  

s t u d e n t  c o n f i d e n c e .  T h ey  a c c e p t e d  h e r  b l u n t  a d v i c e  

b e c a u s e  s h e  seem ed  more t h a n  a n y  c o m m it t e e  member t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and a p p la u d  t h e i r  

t e n t a t i v e  g e s t u r e s  to w a r d  m o d e r n i t y .  R e l i e v e d  t h a t  

s c a n d a l  had b e e n  a v o i d e d ,  D a v i e s  f e l t  n o n e t h e l e s s  t h a t  

B o d i c h o n ' s  u n o r t h o d o x  v i e w s  w ere  n o t  a lw a y s  i n  t h e  

c o l l e g e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s .  The c o n t r a s t  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r e s  

was s h a r p  and D a v i e s  c o m p la in e d  more t h a n  o n c e  a b o u t  

B o d i c h o n ' s  t e n d e n c y  t o  s y m p a t h iz e  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s :  "I
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t h i n k  Madame B o d i c h o n  g o e s  t o o  much b y  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  

o p i n i o n s  a n d  t a s t e s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s . T h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  an d  

p e r s o n a l i t y  b e n e f i t e d  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  e a c h  

a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  o t h e r ' s  t a l e n t s  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  m an ag ed  

on  m o s t  o c c a s i o n s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  b o t h  t h e i r  

n a t u r e s  i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  p r o d u c t .

Once t h e  s t u d e n t  r e b e l l i o n  o f  1871  was o v e r  B o d i c h o n

a n d  D a v i e s  b e g a n  t o  p l a n  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t  c o l l e g e  s i t e .

B o d ic h o n  i n v i t e d  D a v i e s  t o  S c a l a n d s  i n  S e p te m b e r  1871

a n d  t h e y  s p e n t  t h e  v i s i t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c o l l e g e

b u i l d i n g  a n d  g a r d e n .  A s i t e  was p u r c h a s e d  a b o u t  two m i l e s

fr o m  C am brid ge  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  G i r t o n  and H u n t in g d o n

r o a d s ,  and  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  W a t e r h o u s e  was e m p lo y e d  t o  d raw  
37u p  p l a n s .  A s u b c o m m i t t e e  on  b u i l d i n g  was a p p o i n t e d  

i n  O c t o b e r  1871  w i t h  B o d i c h o n  a s  i t s  c h a i r m a n .  The l e a s e  

on  t h e  H i t c h i n  b u i l d i n g  was t o  e x p i r e  i n  1873  and  t h e  

g r o w i n g  s t u d e n t  b o d y  was r a p i d l y  o v e r f l o w i n g  t h a t  

b u i l d i n g .  T h r o u g h o u t  1872  B o d i c h o n  a n d  D a v i e s  d i s c u s s e d  

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o a l  c e l l a r s ,  

m a t e r i a l s  f o r  c u r t a i n s ,  t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  t r e e s  an d  g i f t s  

o f  b o o k s  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e  c o l l e c t i o n s .

The f u n d - r a i s i n g  c a m p a i g n  h a d  r e a l i z e d  o n l y  ^ 7 0 0 0  

an d  d e s p i t e  c a r e f u l  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  W a t e r h o u s e ' s  p l a n s  i t  

was n e c e s s a r y  t o  b o r r o w  money t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  H e n r y  S i d g w i c k ' s  C a m b r id g e  L e c t u r e s  f o r  

L a d i e s  was i n  p a r t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f u n d - r a i s i n g
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p r o b l e m s .  D a v i e s  r e f u s e d  S i d g w i c k ' s  o f f e r s  t o  j o i n  t h e  

two e x p e r i m e n t s  i n  1 8 6 9 ,  r e j e c t i n g  a n y  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  

e n t a i l e d  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  f e m a l e  s t u d e n t s .  By 1871  

Anne Jemima C l o u g h ,  S i d g w i c k  an d  M i l l i c e n t  F a w c e t t  h a d  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o m p e t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  C a m b r id g e  p r o p e r  e v e n t u a l l y  

becam e  Newnham C o l l e g e .

F i n a n c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  d i d  n o t  d e t e r  B o d i c h o n  

a n d  D a v i e s .  C o n v i n c e d  t h a t  a  p e r m a n e n t  b u i l d i n g  w o u ld  

h e l p  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  t h e y  g a t h e r e d  

g i f t s  o f  f u r n i s h i n g s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  f r o m  f r i e n d s  an d  

f a m i l y  a n d  w e r e  r e w a r d e d  b y  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  G i r t o n  f o r  

t h e  O c t o b e r  t e r m  o f  1873■

I n  t h e  F o r t n i g h t l y  o f  J u l y  1873 E m i l y  S h i r r e f f  h a d  

c l e a r l y  o u t l i n e d  G i r t o n ' s  o b j e c t s  i n  a  s t r o n g  a p p e a l  f o r  

f u n d s .  She  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  was f o u n d e d  f o r  t h r e e  

p u r p o s e s .  F i r s t ,  i t  was  t o  p r o v e  f e m a l e  c a p a c i t y  t o  

c o m p l e t e  a  d i f f i c u l t  p r o g r a m  o f  m e n t a l  w ork  a n d  be  

j u d g e d  b y  t h e  same s t a n d a r d  a s  m e n ' s  w o rk .  I t s  s e c o n d  

o b j e c t  was t o  t r a i n  women t e a c h e r s  a t  t h e  same l e v e l  a s  

men.  I t s  t h i r d  a im  was t o  p r o v i d e  a  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  f e m a l e  

e d u c a t i o n  s o  t h a t  g i r l s '  s c h o o l s  w o u ld  w ork  t o w a r d  a  

s t a n d a r d  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  t o  b e  m e a s u r e d  i n  a  c o l l e g e  

e n t r a n c e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  H er  a r t i c l e  p r o v i d e d  a  s u c c i n c t  

summary o f  t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  h i s t o r y  a n d  p o i n t e d  t o w a r d  i t s
q o

f u t u r e  g o a l s . J  G i r t o n  was no l o n g e r  a n  e x p e r i m e n t .  F o u r
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y e a r s  h a d  t u r n e d  i t  i n t o  a  s m a l l  b u t  p e r m a n e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n .

By J a n u a r y  1 8 7 ^ ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  l a c k  o f  b a s i c s  s u c h  a s  a

b e l l  o r  l o c k  f o r  t h e  m a i n  d o o r ,  D a v i e s  c o u l d  w r i t e  B o d i c h o n

i n  A l g i e r s  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  show a  p r o f i t  b y  J u n e

w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  p a y  o f f  t h e  d e b t .  B o d i c h o n ' s  a b s e n c e

was a  c o n t i n u i n g  s o u r c e  o f  a n x i e t y  f o r  D a v i e s .  D u r i n g  h e r

y e a r l y  v i s i t s  i n  A l g i e r s  B o d i c h o n ' s  t i m e  was t a k e n  u p  w i t h

p a i n t i n g  a n d  h e r  d u t i e s  a s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a n  a c t i v e

c o l o n i a l  s o c i a l  c i r c l e .  She  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  h e r

h u s b a n d ' s  p r o j e c t s  f o r  i m p ro v e m e n t  o f  A l g e r i a n

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  j o i n e d  i n  h i s  s t u d i e s

o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  a r e a .  D a v i e s  n e e d e d  B o d i c h o n ' s

a d v i c e  o n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  c u r r i c u l a r  p r o b l e m s  t h a t

a r o s e  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  a t  G i r t o n .  She  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t

t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  h a n d l i n g  c o l l e g e  a f f a i r s  t h r o u g h
39t h e i r  i r r e g u l a r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  7 The c o l l e g e  g rew  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d u r i n g  1 8 7 ^  a n d  B o d i c h o n  d re w  u p  a  v a r i e t y  

o f  new p l a n s  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o m m i t t e e  

when s h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  e a r l y  M a rch  1875*

G i r t o n ' s  s m a l l  s u c c e s s  was m i r r o r e d  e l s e w h e r e .  

L l e w e l l y n  D a v i e s  h a d  b e e n  made P r i n c i p a l  a t  Q u e e n ' s  

C o l l e g e  a n d  p l a n n e d  t o  r e f o r m  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  He a im e d  

a t  m o d e l i n g  i t  o n  K i n g ' s ,  c o m b i n i n g  i n  one  i n s t i t u t i o n  a  

s c h o o l  f o r  g i r l s  u n d e r  e i g h t e e n  a n d  a  c o l l e g e  w h i c h  t h e y  

c o u l d  a t t e n d  a f t e r  p a s s i n g  a  r i g o r o u s  e n t r a n c e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  

By t h e  en d  o f  1 8 7 ^  B o d i c h o n  a n d  D a v i e s  f e l t  s e c u r e  en o u g h  

a b o u t  G i r t o n ' s  f u t u r e  t o  p l a n  f o r  e n l a r g i n g  t h e  c o l l e g e
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an d  p o n d e r  t h e  m ore  d i s t a n t  g o a l  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  d e g r e e s  

f o r  women. B o d i c h o n  h ad  a b a n d o n e d  e a r l i e r  f e m i n i s t  

c a m p a i g n s  when t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h i s  m ore  mundane s t a g e  o f  

d e v e l o p m e n t . S h e  d i d  n o t  s h i f t  h e r  f o c u s  t h i s  t i m e ,  

h o w e v e r .

I n  1873  G i r t o n  becam e t h e  c e n t e r  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s

p e r s o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  h e r  p r i m a r y  p u b l i c  p r o j e c t .

I n  J u l y  o f  t h a t  y e a r  s h e  m e t  P h o e b e  S a r a h  M arks  ( 1 8 5 ^ -

1 9 2 3 )» a  n i n e t e e n  y e a r  o l d  s t u d e n t  recom m ended  f o r  a

G i r t o n  s c h o l a r s h i p .  M a rk s ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  p o o r

J e w i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  P o l a n d ,  s p e n t  h e r  g i r l h o o d  i n

t h e  L o n d o n  home o f  h e r  a u n t  a n d  u n c l e ,  M a r i o n  and

A l p h o n s e  H a r t o g ,  a n d  was s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y
in

h e r  e l d e s t  c o u s i n  Numa. M arks  was a  b r i l l i a n t  s t u d e n t  

o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  when D a v i e s  r e c e i v e d  a n  i n q u i r y  f r o m  

h e r  a b o u t  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  B o d i c h o n  i n v i t e d  h e r  t o  B l a n d f o r d  

S q u a r e  t o  d i s c u s s  h e r  w i s h  t o  a t t e n d  G i r t o n .  The i n t e r v i e w  

on  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  J u l y  2 9 ,  1873  m a rk e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

a  warm r e l a t i o n s h i p .  B o d i c h o n  t r e a t e d  M arks  a s  a  

d a u g h t e r  a n d  becam e  w r a p p e d  u p  i n  h e r  c a r e e r  an d  f a m i l y .

M arks  f i l l e d  a  g a p  i n  B o d i c h o n ' s  l i f e .  H e r  p o o r  

h e a l t h  was m a k i n g  A l g e r i a n  t r i p s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a r d u o u s .  

E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n ' s  own h e a l t h  was  f a i l i n g ,  he  came t o  

E n g l a n d  i n f r e q u e n t l y ;  i n d e e d ,  h i s  w i f e ' s  a n x i e t y  a b o u t  

h im was s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  s e n d  h e r  t o  A l g i e r s  i n  1873  

an d  1 8 7 ^  d e s p i t e  d o c t o r ' s  w a r n i n g s .  I n  A u g u s t  1873  

G eorge  E l i o t  was c o n c e r n e d  a t  B o d i c h o n ' s  p r o p o s e d  t r a v e l
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p l a n s .  The j o u r n e y s  w e re  h a r d s h i p s  now, n o t  t h e  

a d v e n t u r o u s  w a n d e r i n g s  t h a t  h a d  b r i g h t e n e d  t h e  e a r l y  

y e a r s .  E l i o t  was r e l i e v e d  when B o d i c h o n  r e t u r n e d  s a f e l y  

f ro m  a n  A l g e r i a n  v i s i t  i n  1 8 7 ^ :  " I  am d e l i g h t e d  t o  h e a r

s o  good  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  D o c t o r ,  a n d  I  t r u s t  t h a t  y o u r  

s o u l  i s  a t  r e s t  now f r o m  a n y  g n a w in g  a n x i e t i e s .

The c h i l d l e s s  B o d i c h o n s  d e r i v e d  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

f r o m  M a r k s '  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y  c i r c l e .  F o r  t e n  

y e a r s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1873  u n t i l  s h e  m a r r i e d ,  M arks  s p e n t  

a l l  h e r  h o l i d a y s  a n d  m o s t  w e e k e n d s  a t  S c a l a n d s .  E u g e n e  

B o d i c h o n ' s  f e w  v i s i t s  i n  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  w e r e  s p e n t  

t e a c h i n g  h e r  B r e t o n  f o l k s o n g s  an d  l i s t e n i n g  t o  h e r  s i n g  

t h e  Hebrew  hymns h e r  m o t h e r  t a u g h t  h e r  i n  c h i l d h o o d .

M arks  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  G i r t o n  u n t i l  I 876  b e c a u s e  

o f  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  an d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a  

widowed m o t h e r  a n d  a  m e n t a l l y  i l l  s i s t e r .  H o w ev er ,  f r o m  

t h e  summer o f  I 8 7 3 , B o d i c h o n  l e n t  m on ey ,  s e n t  g i f t s ,  

made a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  e a s i n g  h e r  f a m i l y  s i t u a t i o n  an d  

e n l i s t e d  f r i e n d s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  h e r  new p r o t e g e e .  G e o rg e  

E l i o t  r e s p o n d e d  w a r m ly  t o  B o d i c h o n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  

M a r k s : "To h e a r  o f  good  y o u n g  t h i n g s  g r o w i n g  u p  i s  t h e  

b e s t  o f  n e w s . . . y o u  w i l l  l e t  me know w h a t  i s  t o  be  do n e  

f o r  t h i s  n i c e  g i r l . " ^  E l i o t  i n v i t e d  M arks  t o  v i s i t  h e r  

o f t e n  a n d  i n  I 876  when D a n i e l  D e r o n d a  was p u b l i s h e d  many 

s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  M ark s  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  M i r a h .  B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  M arks  o n  A p r i l  1 ,  I 876  t h a t  M i r a h
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had b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  E l i o t ' s  mind f o r  many y e a r s  b e f o r e

Marks made t h e  w r i t e r ' s  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  s t r o n g

i n t e r n a l  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  n o v e l  t h a t  E l i o t  u s e d  many o f

M arks' p h y s i c a l  t r a i t s  and m a n n e r ism s  i n  d r a w in g  M ir a h ' s  
45c h a r a c t e r .  v

B o d ic h o n  g a v e  Marks a d v i c e  on  d i e t  and d r e s s  and

t a u g h t  h e r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  c o l l e g e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  S h e

and Marks h e l d  l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  s p i r i t u a l

u n c e r t a i n t y  and t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  p r e j u d i c e  i n  a n  u n j u s t

w o r l d .  When Marks c o m p la in e d  t h a t  so m eo n e  e l s e  had

b e e n  o f f e r e d  a  s c h o o l  a p p o in t m e n t  s h e  had a p p l i e d  f o r ,

B o d ic h o n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e r  f u l l  b l a c k  h a i r  m ig h t  c a u s e

o b j e c t i o n  and r e m in d e d  h e r  t h a t  i t  m ig h t  b e  w o r th  $ 5 °

a  y e a r  t o  p u t  i t  i n  a  n e t  w hen s h e  w e n t  o u t  t o  g i v e

l e s s o n s . ^  D u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1876  t h e y  d i s c u s s e d

" b i r t h  and p e d i g r e e . "  Marks was h o r r i f i e d  b y  t h e  b i g o t r y  o f

a  f a m i l y  who had e m p lo y e d  h e r  a s  a  summer t u t o r  and

d u r i n g  a f t e r n o o n  t e a  on e  d a y  s h e  b l u r t e d  o u t  t h e  f a c t

t h a t  s h e  was o f  J e w i s h  o r i g i n s  and t h a t  h e r  f a t h e r  had

b e e n  a  w a tch m a k er  and p e d d l a r .  B o d ic h o n  g a v e  t h e  a g i t a t e d

g i r l  a  m i x t u r e  o f  p r a c t i c a l  a d v i c e  and warm s u p p o r t :

I  t h i n k  y o u  t o l d  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a b o u t  y o u r s e l f  t o o  
s o o n .  You s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s u r e  t h e y  l i k e d  y o u  
and t h o u g h t  y o u  a  l a d y  f i r s t  I I t  i s  q u i t e  r i g h t  
t o  t e l l  i f  i t  s ee m s  im p o r t a n t ;  b u t  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  
b e t t e r  t o  s a y  t o  some o f  y o u r  t r u e  f r i e n d s  ( l i k e  
M rs. L ew es and me) t h a t  y o u  do n o t  w i s h  t o  make a
s e c r e t  o f  y o u r  p a r e n t a g e .  D r .  B o d ic h o n  i n s i s t s  t h a t
y o u r  J e w i s h  b i r t h  i s  n o b l e  p a r e n t a g e .  Y ou rs  i s  an
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unmixed race; You are not mongrel as we are.
Be content to say you are pure breed and become in
yourself a true gentlewoman. ?

An agnostic, Marks had given up the Jewish religion
at sixteen and wrote Bodichon in October 1875 of her need
for moral direction. Orthodox religious connections did
not enter into their discussions. Both Bodichon and Marks
demonstrated a decided lack of interest in denominations.
Marks' search for moral guidance was basic to their talks
about the goals of education. During 1875 Bodichon deplored
the lack of moral direction in the teaching at Girton,
but admitted: "The College cannot do much more than give

k8quiet liberty and opportunity."
In October I8 7 6 Marks was finally able to enter

Girton, but her first term was abruptly ended by illness.
She was forced to spend several months resting in the
country, at Scalands and in rooms at Eastbourne, supported
by Bodichon's financial help. In May 1877» while Marks
was at Scalands with Bessie Parkes Belloc, Bodichon went
to Zennor, near St. Ives in Cornwall to nurse an old
friend Jessie Merton Mario. On May 1877 Bodichon sent
Marks an interesting description of a new machine, a
typewriter she had just pruchased, complaining that the
inked ribbon "is the devil to manage because it gets

Egruffled and cross." ' This was the last letter she wrote 
before a sudden stroke paralyzed her a few days later.

Bodichon had been moderately active despite bouts
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o f  i l l n e s s  t h a t  t r o u b l e d  h e r  f r o m  1867• She  was d e d i c a t e d  

t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  G i r t o n ,  a l t h o u g h  s h e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h i s  

p r o j e c t  o n l y  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n e r g y  t h a t  h a d  g a l v a n i z e d  

t h e  f e m i n i s t s  o f  t h e  f i f t i e s .  H e r  l i f e  b e t w e e n  1873 a n d '  

1877  was r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t ,  p u n c t u a t e d  b y  d e t a i l s  o f  

c o l l e g e  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  c e n t e r i n g  on  d o m e s t i c  m a t t e r s .  The 

s t r o k e  s h e  s u f f e r e d  a t  f i f t y  e f f e c t i v e l y  e n d e d  h e r  

f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .

By July 1877 George Eliot could rejoice at Bodichon's
r e n e w e d  a b i l i t y  t o  s p e a k . i n  A u g u s t  o f  t h a t  y e a r  E l i o t

r e c e i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  B o d i c h o n  w r o t e  i n  a  s h a k y  
61h a n d .  H o w e v e r ,  a  s u c c e e d i n g  s e r i e s  o f  s m a l l  s t r o k e s  

made h e r  a  s e m i - i n v a l i d  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  i n  1 8 9 1 -  She  

r e m a i n e d  a t  S c a l a n d s ,  w h e re  f r i e n d s  l i k e  B e s s i e  B e l l o c  

an d  G i r t o n  s t u d e n t s  p r o v i d e d  a  c o n s t a n t  s t r e a m  o f  

v i s i t o r s  c a r r y i n g  news o f  c u r r e n t  c a m p a i g n s .  I n  1878  

G e o rg e  H e n r y  Lewes  d i e d  a n d  i n  1 8 8 0  E u g e n e  B o d i c h o n  

made h i s  l a s t  j o u r n e y  t o  E n g l a n d ,  " a  l i t t l e  w a n d e r i n g  

i n  h i s  m i n d . " - ^  He d i e d  i n  A l g i e r s  i n  1 8 85-  B o d i c h o n  

r e t a i n e d  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  o p t i m i s m  a n d  u n o r t h o d o x y  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  y e a r s .  When i n  1 8 8 0  G eo rg e  E l i o t  

a s t o n i s h e d  an d  h o r r i f i e d  o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  b y  m a r r y i n g  

J o h n  C r o s s ,  more  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  h e r  j u n i o r ,  B o d i c h o n  

w r o t e  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  i n t e n s e  an d  u n q u a l i f i e d  

l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t :
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T e l l  J o h n n y  C r o s s  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  e x a c t l y  w h a t  
h e  h a s  d o n e  i f  y o u  w o u ld  l e t  me a n d  I  h a d  b e e n  a  
man.  You s e e  I  know a l l  l o v e  i s  s o  d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  
I  do n o t  s e e  i t  u n n a t u r a l  t o  l o v e  i n  new w a y s -— n o t  
t o  b e  u n f a i t h f u l  t o  a n y  memory. I f  I  knew Mr. Lewes  
he  w o u ld  b e  a s  g l a d  a s  I  am t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a  
new f r i e n d . -53

S i x  m o n th s  l a t e r  G e o rg e  E l i o t  was d e a d .

The e n d  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  l i f e  was n o t  m e r e l y  a  

s u c c e s s i o n  o f  d e a t h s  a n d  i l l n e s s e s .  I n  1878  s h e  

l e a r n e d  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  L o n d o n  U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  

a d m i t t e d  women t o  d e g r e e s . I n  1882  s h e  b e g a n  a  n i g h t  

s c h o o l  a t  S c a l a n d s  f o r  t h e  b o y s  a n d  y o u n g  men o f  

H a s t i n g s .  I n  1 8 8 5  M arks  m a r r i e d  P r o f e s s o r  W.B. A y r t o n ,  

F R S , a n d  i n  1 8 8 9  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r ,  B a r b a r a  A y r t o n  B o d i c h o n  

was b o r n .  The b a b y  g a v e  s p e c i a l  p l e a s u r e  t o  B o d i c h o n ,  

who d u b b e d  h e r  " t h e  l i t t l e  p r o f e s s o r e s s . I n  May 

1891  B o d i c h o n  s u f f e r e d  a n o t h e r  s t r o k e .  She  d i e d  on  

J u n e  1 1 ,  I 8 9 I  l e a v i n g  a  l e g a c y  o f  1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t  

o f  h e r  l a s t  c a m p a i g n ,  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e .
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CONCLUSION

B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  was b o r n  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e

p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  R e fo rm  A c t  o f  1832  an d  came o f  a g e  i n

1 8 ^ 8 ,  t h e  y e a r  r e v o l u t i o n  s w e p t  E u r o p e  a n d  C h a r t i s m

was a t  i t s  h e i g h t  i n  E n g l a n d .  S h e  was p u b l i c l y  a c t i v e

f o r  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  c e n t u r y  b e t w e e n  1850  a n d  1875»

a  p e r i o d  G e o rg e  K i t s o n - C l a r k  h a s  d u b b e d  t h e  "H ig h

Noon o f  V i c t o r i a n i s m . D u r i n g  t h e s e  t w e n t y - f i v e

y e a r s  o f  s o c i a l  an d  p o l i t i c a l  p e a c e  a n d  eco n o m ic

p r o s p e r i t y ,  s t r o n g  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  s o c i a l  f o r c e s

o p e r a t e d  b e l o w  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  f o u n d a t i o n s

f o r  t h e  s h a r p  c h a n g e s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  l a s t
2t h r e e  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

I t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  t h a t  B o d i c h o n  w o r k e d ,  

h e r  c h a r a c t e r  em b o d y in g  t h e  c u r i o u s  m i x t u r e  o f  " p r o g r e s s  

a n d  s u r v i v a l , "  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  K i t s o n - C l a r k  w i t h  t h e  m id -  

V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .  A c u t e l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m oney ,  

s h e  c o u l d  w i t h  p e r f e c t  c o n s i s t e n c y  d e c l a r e ,  w h i l e  p r e ­

p a r i n g  h e r  w i l l  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  t h a t  s h e  was m o r a l l y  b o u n d  t o  

l e a v e  t h e  money i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  h e r  f a t h e r  t o  h e r  f a m i l y ,  

w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s s e r t i n g  h e r  f e e l i n g  o f  a b s o l u t e  

l i b e r t y  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  money s h e  h a d  e a r n e d  b y  s e l l i n g

3 1 2
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h e r  p a i n t i n g s  ( t h e  w ork  o f  h e r  own h a n d s )  i n  a  b e q u e s t  t o  

G i r t o n  C o l l e g e .  C o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  e v i l s  o f  o v e r ­

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  h e r  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s  a im e d  a t  r e m o v a l  o f  l e g a l  

a n d  s o c i a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s  o r  i n c r e a s e d  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  H i g h l y  p r i n c i p l e d ,  e m o t i o n a l  and  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  e c c e n t r i c i t y ,  h e r  l i f e  

t e m p t s  t h e  w r i t e r  t o  a p p r a i s a l s  i n  f l a m b o y a n t  p r o s e .

I t  w o u ld  b e  e a s y  t o  f o c u s  o n  B o d i c h o n ' s  s i n g u l a r i t y

o r  d r a m a t i z e  t h e  r o m a n t i c  a n d  m e l a n c h o l y  a s p e c t s  o f  h e r

l i f e .  One m i g h t  p o r t r a y  a  y o u n g  B o d i c h o n  a s  R o m o la ,  t h e

h e r o i n e  G e o rg e  E l i o t  a d m i t t e d  s h e  h a d  i n v e s t e d  w i t h

h e r  b e s t  f r i e n d ' s  p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s :

The h a i r  was o f  a  r e d d i s h  g o l d  c o l o r ,  e n r i c h e d  b y  
a n  u n b r o k e n  s m a l l  r i p p l e ,  s u c h  a s  may b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  
s u n s e t  c l o u d s  o n  g r a n d e s t  a u t u m n a l  e v e n i n g s .  I t  was 
c o n f i n e d  b y  a  b l a c k  f i l l e t  a b o v e  h e r  s m a l l  e a r s . . . I t  
was a  t y p e  o f  f a c e  o f  w h i c h  one  c o u l d  n o t  v e n t u r e  t o  
s a y  w h e t h e r  i t  w o u ld  i n s p i r e  l o v e  o r  o n l y  t h a t  
u n w i l l i n g  a d m i r a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  m ix e d  w i t h  d r e a d :  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  m u s t  be  d e c i d e d  b y  t h e  e y e s ,  w h i c h  o f t e n  
seem  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  m ore  d i r e c t  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  
s o u l . ^

One m i g h t  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  e m o t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

d r a w i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  B o d i c h o n * s  d o m e s t i c  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s .  

A y o u n g  c o u s i n  e x p r e s s e d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  e m p t i n e s s  o f  

h e r  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  i n  v e r s e s  com p o se d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e r  

d e a t h :
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T h o s e  c u r t a i n s  w h e r e  t h e y  f a l l
M ig h t  a l m o s t  d r o p  a p a r t  an d  s h e  w a l k  t h r o u g h
And v e r y  s i g h t  r e c a l l
The r o b e s  l i n e  a n d  t h e  s l o w  w a l k  o n c e  I  knew,
The f a c e ,  b o t h  s a d  an d  b r i g h t ,  t h e  g o l d  h a i r  

b o u n d  w i t h  b l u e .

The g h o s t s  o f  s a d  t h o u g h t s  p r e s s  
On one  a n o t h e r  i n  t h i s  e m p ty  s p o t  
Of g r i e f  f o r  c h i l d l e s s n e s s  
Of s o r r o w  h e a v y  o n  a n  i n n o c e n t  l o t ,
And o f  a  g e n i u s  l i t t l e  known a n d  s o o n  f o r g o t .

The q u a i n t  o r  p i c t u r e s q u e  a s p e c t s  o f  B o d i c h o n  an d  

f e m i n i s m  a r e  e n t i c i n g .  The m o d e r n  r e a d e r  i s  d r a w n  t o  

t h o s e  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  a n e c d o t e s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  y e t  a n o t h e r  V i c t o r i a n  o d d i t y .  T h i s  k i n d  

o f  a n a l y s i s  w o u ld  b e  u n f a i r  t o  B o d i c h o n  a n d  w o u ld  y i e l d  

a n  i n a c c u r a t e  t r i v i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  f e m i n i s m  

w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  r e f o r m .

B o d i c h o n ' s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  B r i t i s h  f e m i n i s m  i s  

c l e a r .  When s h e  r e a c h e d  h e r  m a j o r i t y  i n  1 8 ^ 8  t h e r e  

was no o r g a n i z e d  w o m e n 's  m ov em en t .  S h e  a c t i v a t e d  

f e m i n i s m  t h r o u g h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  

Women a n d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  

d e d i c a t e d  t o  r e m o v i n g  f e m a l e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  f r o m  t h e  l a w .  

S h e  was a n  o r g a n i z e r  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  a  w r i t e r  o f  

m e r e l y  m e d i o c r e  t a l e n t .  B o d i c h o n  was a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  

t h e  m o v em en t .  S h e  i n s p i r e d  h e r  f r i e n d s  a n d  u t i l i z e d  

h e r  f a m i l y  h e r i t a g e  o f  w e a l t h  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  acum en  on  

b e h a l f  o f  h e r  s e x .  F o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s  t h e  S m i t h s  

h a d  d e v o t e d  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n s  t o
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r em o v e  s o c i a l  an d  r e l i g i o u s  i n e q u i t i e s  f r o m  E n g l i s h  

l a w .  B o d i c h o n  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n .  She  was one  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  f e m a l e s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e n a .  She  

w o rk e d  t o  a b o l i s h  s p e c i a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  j u s t  a s  W i l l i a m  

a n d  B e n j a m i n  S m i t h  h a d .  T hey  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e f f o r t s  

t o  a b o l i s h  s l a v e r y  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  t o  

e x t e n d  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s u f f r a g e .  S h e  c h o s e  t o  c h a m p io n  

women, w hose  l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

m o s t  b a s i c  s o c i e t a l  s a n c t i o n  o f  i n j u s t i c e .

T h a t  B o d i c h o n  was  a n  e c c e n t r i c  c a n n o t  b e  d e n i e d .

H er  d r e s s ,  l i f e s t y l e  a n d  i m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  s o c i a l  n i c e t i e s  

e n c o u r a g e d  p u b l i c  c r i t i c i s m .  H e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was 

o f t e n  h i d d e n  b y  h e r  c o - w o r k e r s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  

o f  v a r i o u s  f e m i n i s t  u n d e r t a k i n g s . D e s p i t e  p e r s o n a l  

f o i b l e s  a n d  a  p u b l i c  c a r e e r  c h e c k e r e d  b y  p h y s i c a l  

a n d  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s , s h e  m u s t  b e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a s  t h e  

o r i g i n a t o r  o f  o r g a n i z e d  f e m i n i s m  i n  E n g l a n d .

R a i s e d  i n  t h e  S m i t h  f a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r a t i o n a l i s m ,  

r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  B o d i c h o n  

becam e t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a n  u p p e r - m i d d l e - c l a s s  c i r c l e  o f  

women w hose  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  i n t i m a t e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

e v e r y  m a j o r  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  

s i x t i e s  a n d  s e v e n t i e s .  F e m in i s m  was c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  

s o c i a l  r e f o r m  t h r o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

P r o m o t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e .  The A s s o c i a t i o n  was i n v o l v e d  

i n  h o u s i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m .  I t  h e l p e d  s h a p e  p u b l i c
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p o l i c y  i n  p r i s o n  r e f o r m  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  em p lo y m e n t  a s  w e l l .  

I t s  l a w  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s  w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  

c o n t i n u i n g  c a m p a i g n  t o  c h a n g e  w o m e n ' s  l e g a l  s t a t u s .  The 

A s s o c i a t i o n  was n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  

e x p a n d  t h e  s u f f r a g e .  F e m i n i s t  t i e s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  

s u f f r a g e  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  m i d - s i x t i e s  w e r e  b a s e d  o n  a  

c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  J o h n  S t u a r t  M i l l .  The e f f o r t  t o  

i m p ro v e  f e m a l e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  was p a r t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  

t r e n d  t o w a r d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  

t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  B o t h  t h e  a t t e m p t  

t o  im p ro v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  f e m a l e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  t o  o p e n  

t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  an d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s  t o  women 

r e f l e c t e d  a  g e n e r a l  c o n c e r n  w i t h  im p r o v e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  

s t a n d a r d s ,  a  c o n c e r n  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  

r e p o r t s  r e s u l t i n g  f ro m  a  s e r i e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i s s u e .

B o d i c h o n ' s  c a r e e r  e p i t o m i z e d  a  r a d i c a l i s m  w h ic h  

m i g h t  b e s t  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  p r o g r e s s i v e  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  

a  s o c i a l  p h i l o s o p h y  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  s o c i e t a l  

c h a n g e s  b u i l t  o n  m i d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m  m o v e m e n t s . Thus  

B o d i c h o n  an d  f e m i n i s m  may b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  

o t h e r  r e f o r m  m o v e m e n ts ,  e l e c t o r a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  

p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  a  u n i q u e ,  b u t  n o t  a n  i s o l a t e d  phen o m en o n .  

T h i s  r a d i c a l i s m  was n o t  b a s e d  o n  a n y  a d v a n c e d  c o d e  o f  

p e r s o n a l  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

r e f o r m e r s  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g .  R a t h e r ,  i t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e
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c o m b in e d  s t r a n d s  o f  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  a n d  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  

s c i e n t i f i c  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .  The V i c t o r i a n  a m a t e u r  

i n s p i r e d  b y  E v a n g e l i c a l  o r  U n i t a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  t o  

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  e f f o r t s  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  new p r o f e s s i o n a l  

b y  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  t o  c r e a t e  a  b r o a d - b a s e d  m i d d l e  c l a s s  e f f o r t  

t o  s h a p e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

F o r  G.M. Young ,  t h e  p r i m e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  n i n e ­

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was  t o  d i s e n g a g e  t h e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t o  r e l e a s e  i t  f r o m  t h e  e n t a n g l e m e n t s  

o f  p a r t y  an d  s e c t  an d  s e x .  M i d - V i c t o r i a n  f e m i n i s m  

c r e a t e d  t h e  i m p e t u s  an d  s t r u c t u r a l  a p p a r a t u s  t o  f r e e  

women f r o m  s o c i a l  a n d  l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n .  The movement 

i n i t i a t e d  b y  B o d i c h o n ' s  m a r r i e d  w o m en 's  p r o p e r t y  

c a m p a i g n  was p a i n f u l l y  s l o w .  T h e r e  was l i t t l e  c h a n g e  

i n  t h e  f e m i n i n e  i d e a l  u n t i l  t h e  end  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  

I n d e e d ,  t h e  v o t e  d i d  n o t  come u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  F i r s t  

W o r ld  W ar .  H o w ev e r ,  t h e  f e m i n i s t  c i r c l e  t h a t  c o a l e s c e d  

a r o u n d  B o d i c h o n  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  

c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n  b y  women o n  t h e i r  own b e h a l f .  The 

M a r r i e d  Women's  P r o p e r t y  C o m m i t t e e  was t h e  f i r s t  

o r g a n i z e d  f e m i n i s t  e n d e a v o r  a n d  i n  c r e a t i n g  i t  B o d i c h o n  

l a u n c h e d  t h e  m ovement  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  r e l e a s e d  women f r o m  

t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  s p h e r e .

F e m i n i s t  p r o g r e s s  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  

o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A l t h o u g h  e v e n t s  w e re  n o t  

e x c i t i n g  o r  s e n s a t i o n a l ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  em p lo y m en t  o p p o r ­
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t u n i t i e s  g r a d u a l l y  e x p a n d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The 

M a r r i e d  Women’ s  P r o p e r t y  A c t  was f i n a l l y  p a s s e d  i n  1 8 8 3 .  

F e m i n i s t  c o m m i t t e e  s t r u c t u r e s  e x p a n d e d  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s u f f r a g i s t s  s u c h  a s  E f r i i l i c e n t  G a r r e t t  

F a w c e t t  r e f l e c t e d  a  g r o w i n g  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  m ovem en t .  

The c h a n g i n g  B r i t i s h  economy a l t e r e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  

w o r k i n g  women a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  The woman 

w o r k e r  was n o t  a  new p h en o m e n o n ,  h a v i n g  p r o v i d e d  

o v e r  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o t a l  w o r k f o r c e  s i n c e  t h e  m i d ­

c e n t u r y .  What was new was t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  j o b s  o f f e r e d  

women a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t r a d e  u n i o n s  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g
>7

t o  o r g a n i z e  th e m .  By t h e  t i m e  t h e  P a n k h u r s t s  b e g a n  

t h e  s u f f r a g e t t e  movement  f e m i n i s m  h a d  b r o a d e n e d  i t s  

r a n k s .  The m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  h a d  b e e n  j o i n e d  b y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

a s s e r t i v e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women. The P a n k h u r s t s '  m i l i t a n t  

s u f f r a g e  c a m p a i g n ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  i n  1 9 0 6 ,  s h o c k e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  

s u f f r a g i s t s  b u t  b r o u g h t  t h e  i s s u e  e n o rm o u s  p u b l i c  

a t t e n t i o n .  The P a n k h u r s t s  d i s m i s s e d  g r a d u a l i s t s  

f o r  t h e i r  t i m i d i t y  an d  i n a b i l i t y  t o  c a u s e  r a p i d  p o l i t i c a l  

c h a n g e .  W h e t h e r  m i l i t a n c y  o r  W o r ld  War I  o r  f i f t y  y e a r s  

o f  o r g a n i z e d  c o m m i t t e e  work  w e re  p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e  i n  1918  h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  

a t  l e n g t h .  L i m i t e d  f r a n c h i s e  d i d  come i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  

t h e  w a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  an d  b y  1922  Nancy A s t o r  was s e r v i n g  a s  

t h e  f i r s t  f e m a l e  member o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  e l e c t e d  a s  a  

C o n s e r v a t i v e  f o r  t h e  S u t t o n  d i v i s i o n  o f  P l y m o u t h  a t  a
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b y - e l e c t i o n  made n e c e s s a r y  b y  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  

t h e  p e e r a g e .

By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  B a r b a r a  A y r t o n  G o u ld ,  d a u g h t e r  

o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  p r o t e g e e  H e r t h a  A y r t o n  becam e  a  member o f  

p a r l i a m e n t  i n  1 9 ^ 5  a l m o s t  o n e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  h a d  e l a p s e d  

s i n c e  B o d i c h o n ' s  c o m in g  o f  a g e .  D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  

f e m i n i s m  h a d  e m e rg e d  a s  a  m a j o r  f a c t o r  i n  s o c i e t a l  

r e f o r m .  L o o k i n g  b a c k  we c a n  i d e n t i f y  t h e  M a r r i e d  

Women's  P r o p e r t y  C o m m i t t e e  a s  i t s  f i r s t  f o r m a l  s t r u c t u r e  

an d  r e c o g n i z e  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n  a s  i t s  e a r l i e s t  

o r g a n i z i n g  a g e n t .

B o d i c h o n ' s  f e m i n i s m  was r a d i c a l  i n  t h a t  s h e  

b e l i e v e d  i n  c o m p l e t e  s e x u a l  e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  home an d  

i n  t h e  s t a t e .  H e r  t a c t i c s  w e r e  p r a g m a t i c .  She  w o u ld  

n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a n t  

s u f f r a g e t t e s . The P a n k h u r s t s ' m e t h o d s  w o u ld  h a v e  s t r u c k  

h e r  a s  s e l f - d e f e a t i n g .  She  c o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t ,  d e s p i t e  a  p e r s o n a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  

f l a m b o y a n c e ,  was c a r e f u l  t o  a v o i d  n o t o r i e t y  w h i c h  s h e  

was c e r t a i n  w o u ld  u n d e r m i n e  a n y  r e f o r m  e f f o r t .  Where 

w o u ld  B o d i c h o n  s t a n d  among t h e  f e m i n i s t s  o f  o u r  own d ay ?  

C e r t a i n l y  s h e  was c o m p l e t e l y  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  

e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  em plo y m en t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  women. 

E q u a l  p a y  f o r  e q u a l  work  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  h e r  s l o g a n .  She 

was t h e  f i r s t  w r i t e r  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  w o m an 's  work
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w i t h i n  t h e  home a n d  t o  a t t r i b u t e  a n  e co n o m ic  v a l u e  t o  

t h e  t a s k s  o f  w i f e  a n d  m o t h e r .  I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  

g a u g e  B o d i c h o n ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  

f a c i n g  women t o d a y .  What we c a n  b e  s u r e  o f  a r e  t h e  

c r i t e r i a  b y  w h i c h  s h e  w o u ld  e v a l u a t e  c u r r e n t  i s s u e s .  

She  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a l l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  

a f f e c t i n g  women. A b s o l u t e  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

men a n d  women i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  p u b l i c  an d  d o m e s t i c  l i f e  

w e r e  h e r  e v e n t u a l  g o a l s .  To a c h i e v e  t h a t  e q u a l i t y  s h e  

b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  

f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  t o  g a i n  p u b l i c  

c o n s e n s u s .  H e r  g o a l s  a n d  m e t h o d s  w o u ld  r e m a i n  

u n c h a n g e d  w e r e  s h e  a l i v e  t o d a y .
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NOTES

^"George K i t s o n - C l a r k ,  The M ak in g  o f  V i c t o r i a n  
E n g l a n d  ( C a m b r id g e :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  
p . 3 1 .

2 I h i d . , p . 5 8 .

- ^ S tep h e n ,  E m i l y  D a v i e s  a n d  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e ,
p p . 3 1 0 - 3 1 1 .

^ G e o r g e  E l i o t ,  Romola  (New Y o rk :  M e r r i l l  & B a k e r ,  
n . d . ) ,  b k . l ,  c h a p . 5 •

■^Undated poem a t t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  t o  
a n  unnamed B o n h a m - C a r t e r  c o u s i n ,  a  s t u d e n t  a t  G i r t o n  
a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  B o d i c h o n ' s  d e a t h ,  B o n h a m - C a r t e r  F a m i l y  
P a p e r s ,  H a m p s h i r e  R e c o r d  O f f i c e ,  W i n c h e s t e r ,  E n g l a n d .

£
Y oung,  V i c t o r i a n  E n g l a n d , p . 1 8 6 .

^ D a v id  M o rg a n ,  S u f f r a g i s t s  a n d  L i b e r a l s  ( T o to w a ,  
New J e r s e y :  Rowman & L i t t l e f i e l d ,  1 9 7 5 )1 p . 2 1 .



BIBLIO G RAPH Y

M a n u s c r i p t  S o u r c e s

C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y :  B o d i c h o n - B l a c k w e l l  l e t t e r s .
F a w c e t t  S o c i e t y  C o l l e c t i o n .  C i t y  o f  L o n d o n

P o l y t e c h n i c :  B o d i c h o n  l e t t e r s .  D a v i e s  l e t t e r s .
G i r t o n  C o l l e g e  A r c h i v e s :  B o d i c h o n  l e t t e r s .  D a v i e s

l e t t e r s .  D a v i e s  " F a m i l y  C h r o n i c l e , "  MS c o p y  
n e v e r  p r i n t e d .

G r e a t e r  L o n d o n  R e c o r d  O f f i c e :  B o d i c h o n  e s t a t e
d o c u m e n t s  a n d  l e t t e r s .

MacCrimmon C o l l e c t i o n :  S i x t y - f i v e  B o d i c h o n  l e t t e r s
l e n t  S .  H e r s t e i n  f r o m  t h e  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
B a r b a r a  S .  MacCrimmon, T a l l a h a s s e e ,  F l o r i d a .

Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y .  B e i n e c k e  l i b r a r y :  B o d i c h o n  l e t t e r s
an d  d i a r i e s .  E l i o t  l e t t e r s .  Chapman l e t t e r s  
a n d  d i a r y .

W r i t i n g s  o f  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n

B o d i c h o n ,  B a r b a r a  L e i g h  S m i t h .  " A c c o m p l i c e s . "
E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  1 2 ( F e b r u a r y  1 8 6 ^ ) :  
39lj ,_400.

__________ . " A l g i e r s :  F i r s t  I m p r e s s i o n s . "  E n g l i s h
Woman's  J o u r n a l  6 ( S e p t e m b e r  i 8 6 0 ) : 2 1 - 3 2 .

__________ . "An A m e r i c a n  S c h o o l . "  E n g l i s h  Woman's
J o u r n a l  2 (N o v e m b e r  1 8 5 8 ) : 1 9 8 - 2 0 0 .

__________ . An A m e r i c a n  D i a r y ,  1 8 5 7 - 1 8 5 8 . E d i t e d  b y
J o s e p h  W. R e e d , J r .  L o n d o n :  R o u t l e d g e  & K e g a n  
P a u l ,  1 9 7 2 .

__________ . " A u t h o r i t i e s  an d  P r e c e d e n t s  f o r  G i v i n g  t h e
S u f f r a g e  t o  Q u a l i f i e d  Women." E n g l i s h w o m a n ' s  
R e v ie w  o f  S o c i a l  an d  I n d u s t r i a l  Q u e s t i o n s  
l ( J a n u a r y  1867  )•• 6 3 - 7 5  •

__________ . A B r i e f  Summary i n  P l a i n  L a n g u a g e  o f  t h e
M ost  I m p o r t a n t  Laws o f  E n g l a n d  C o n c e r n i n g - .
Women. L o n d o n :  H o l y o a k e , 1 8 5 ^ .

__________ . A B r i e f  S u m m a r y . . .Laws o f  E n g l a n d
C o n c e r n i n g  Women. 2d e d .  L o n d o n :  H o l y o a k e ,  1 8 5 6 .

__________ . A B r i e f  S u m m a r y . . .Laws o f  E n g l a n d
C o n c e r n i n g  Women. 3d e d .  L o n d o n :  T r u b n e r ,  1 8 6 9 •

3 2 2



323

 . " C l e o p a t r a ' s  D a u g h t e r ,  S t e .  M a r c i a n a ,  Mama
M a r a b o u t  a n d  o t h e r  A l g e r i a n  Women." E n g l i s h  
Woman' s  J o u r n a l  1 0 ( F e b r u a r y  I 8 6 3 ) : ^ 0 ^ - ^ l 6 .

 . "A C o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  t h e  E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f
F e m a l e  F r e e h o l d e r s  a n d  H o u s e h o l d e r s . "  
E n g l i s h w o m a n ' s  R e v ie w  o f  S o c i a l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  
Q u e s t i o n s .  New S e r i e s .  ^ ( A p r i l  1 8 7 3 ) : 1 0 5 - 1 1 1 .

 . "A D u l l  L i f e . "  M a c M i l l a n ' s  M a g a z in e
T S (M a y  1 8 6 ? ) : ^ 7 - 5 3 -

 . " M i d d l e  C l a s s  S c h o o l s  f o r  G i r l s . "  E n g l i s h
Woman1s J o u r n a l  6 (N ovem ber  i 8 6 0 ) : 1 6 8 - 1 7 7 •

 . O b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  Women
C o n s i d e r e d . L o n d o n ;  J .  B a l e ,  1 8 6 6 .

 . "Of T h o s e  Who Are  t h e  P r o p e r t y  o f  O t h e r s ,
an d  o f  t h e  Power  T h a t  H o l d s  O t h e r s  a s  P r o p e r t y . "  
E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  1 0 ( F e b r u a r y  1 8 6 3 ) : 3 7 0 -  
3 8 1 .

 . R e a s o n s  f o r  a n d  A g a i n s t  t h e  E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t
o f  Women. L ondon :  n . p .  , I 8 6 9 .

 . R e a s o n s  f o r  an d  A g a i n s t  t h e  E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t
o f  Women. 2d e d .  L ondon :  n . p . ,  1 8 7 2 .

 . R e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  E n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  Women.
L o n d o n :  J .  B a l e ,  1 8 6 6 .

 . " S i x  Weeks i n  La  C h e r e  P e t i t e  B r e t a g n e . "
E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  1 1 (May I 8 6 3 ) : 1 8 8 - 1 9 7 •

. " S l a v e  P r e a c h i n g . "  E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  
3 T M arc h  i 8 6 0 ) : 8 7 - 9 ^ .

. Women an d  Work.  L ondon :  B o s w o r t h  & H a r r i s o n ,  
18 5 7 -

. Women an d  Work.  New Y o rk :  C . S .  F r a n c i s  & C o . ,  
1 8 5 9 -

 , a n d  B o d i c h o n ,  Eug 'ene.  A l g e r i a  C o n s i d e r e d  a s
a  W i n t e r  R e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h . L ondon :  
P u b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  O f f i c e s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Woman's  
J o u r n a l ,  1 8 5 8 .



32^

__________ , a n d  B o d i c h o n ,  E u g e n e .  " S l a v e r y  i n  A m e r i c a . "
E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l  2 ( 0 c t o b e r  1 8 5 8 ) : 9 ^ - 1 0 0 .

P r i m a r y  S o u r c e s

A l l i n g h a m ,  W i l l i a m .  L e t t e r s .  E d i t e d  b y  H . A l l i n g h a m
a n d  E .B a u m e r  W i l l i a m s .  L o n d o n : L o n g m a n s , G r e e n  & 
C o . ,  1 9 1 1 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . , New York:AMS, 1971-

A m b e r l e y ,  K a t h e r i n e ,  V i s c o u n t e s s .  "The C l a i m s  o f  
Women." F o r t n i g h t l y  R ev iew  9 ( J a n u a r y  1 8 7 1 ) :  
9 5 - 1 1 0 .

B e t h a m - E d w a r d s , M a t i l d a .  " G i r t o n  C o l l e g e . "  F r a s e r 1s 
M a g a z in e  91(May 1 8 7 5 ) * 5 6 1 - 5 6 7 •

B e t h a m - E d w a r d s ,  M a t i l d a .  M i d - V i c t o r i a n  M e m o i r s .
L o n d o n :  J o h n  M u r r a y ,  1919*

B e t h a m - E d w a r d s ,  M a t i l d a .  R e m i n i s c e n c e s . r e v . e d .
L ondon :  U n i t  L i b r a r y ,  19°3*

B l a c k w e l l ,  E l i z a b e t h .  P i o n e e r  Work i n  O p e n in g  t h e
M e d i c a l  P r o f e s s i o n  t o  Women. L o n d o n :  L o n g m a n s , 
G r e e n  & C o . ,  1 8 9 5 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . , New Y ork :  
S o u r c e b o o k  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 .

\  /
B o d i c h o n ,  E u g e n e .  De L ' H u m a n i t e . B r u s s e l s :  L a c r o i x ,

1 8 6 6 .
N /  /

B o d i c h o n ,  E u g e n e .  E t u d e s  s u r  L ' A l g e r l e  e t  L ' A f n q u e .
A l g i e r s :  P r i v a t e l y  P r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  A u t h o r ,  18^7*

\
B o d i c h o n ,  E u g e n e .  Of H u m a n i t y . An a b r i d g e d  t r a n s l a t i o n .  

Lo n d o n :  H o l y o a k e , 1859•

B r a y ,  C h a r l e s .  The I n d u s t r i a l  Em ploym ent  o f  Women. 
L o n d o n :  Longman & C o . ,  1 8 5 7 -

B r o w n i n g ,  E l i z a b e t h  B a r r e t t .  L e t t e r s . E d i t e d  by
F r e d e r i c  G. K en y o n .  New Y o rk :  M a c M i l l a n  C o . ,
1 8 9 8 .

B u c h a n a n ,  B a r b a r a  I s a b e l l a .  B u c h a n a n  F a m i l y  R e c o r d s . 
C a p e to w n :  T o w n sen d ,  1923*

B u t l e r ,  J o s e p h i n e ,  e d .  Woman's  Work an d  Woman's  
C u l t u r e . L ondon :  M a c m i l l a n  & C o . ,  I 8 6 9 .

" C a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  D i s c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  Women."
W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v ie w  6 7 ( J a n u a r y  1 8 5 7 ) : 2 3 - ^ 0 .



325

C a r p e n t e r ,  M ary .  A d d r e s s e s  t o  t h e  H i n d o o s . L o n d o n :  
L ongm ans ,  1 8 67-

C o b b e , F r a n c e s  P o w e r .  A u t o b i o g r a p h y . 2 v o l s . B o s t o n :  
H o u g h to n  M i f f l i n  & C o . ,  1894-•

C o b b e ,  F r a n c e s  P o w e r .  " S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  C o n g r e s s e s  and  
Women's  P a r t  T h e r e i n . "  M a c M i l l a n ' s  M a g a z in e  
5 (D ecem ber  1 8 6 1 ) :8 1 - 9 4 - .

C r a i k ,  D.M. "A Woman's  T h o u g h t s  A b o u t  Women: F e m a le  
H a n d i c r a f t s . "  C h a m b e r ' s  J o u r n a l  2 8 ( J u l y  1 8 5 7 ) :  
2 4 - 2 6 .

D a v i e s ,  E m i l y .  The H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  o f  Women. L ondon :  
A l e x a n d e r  S t r a h a n ,  1 8 6 6 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New Y ork :  
AMS, 1 9 7 3 -

D a v i e s ,  E m i l y .  T h o u g h t s  on  Some Q u e s t i o n s  R e l a t i n g
t o  Women, 1 8 6 0 - 1 9 0 8 . C a m b r i d g e :  Bowes & B o w e s ,
1 9 1 0 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New Y o rk :  AMS, 1973*

D ow ning ,  M i s s .  "Work a s  a  N e c e s s i t y  f o r  Women."
V i c t o r i a  M a g a z in e  1 8 ( J a n u a r y  1 8 7 2 ) :2 1 3 - 2 3 4 - .

E l i o t ,  G e o r g e .  G e o rg e  E l i o t  L e t t e r s . E d i t e d  b y  G o rd o n
S h e rm a n  H a i g h t .  7 v o l s .  New H aven :  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1954—1955-

E l l i s ,  S a r a h  S t i c k n e y .  The D a u g h t e r s  o f  E n g l a n d .
L ondon :  F i s h e r ,  S o n  & CoT,  184-2.

E l l i s ,  S a r a h  S t i c k n e y .  The Women o f  E n g l a n d . L o n d o n :  
F i s h e r ,  S o n  & C o . ,  1839*

The E n g l i s h  Woman's  J o u r n a l . 1858-1864- .

The E n g l i s h w o m a n ' s  R ev ie w  o f  S o c i a l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  
Q u e s t i o n s . 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 1 0 .

F o x ,  W i l l i a m .  "A P o l i t i c a l  an d  S o c i a l  A n o m a ly . "
M o n th ly  R e p o s i t o r y  6 ( 1 8 3 2 ) :  637-64-2 .

G a s k e l l , E l i z a b e t h  C l e g h o r n .  The L e t t e r s  o f  M rs .
G a s k e l l . E d i t e d  b y  J . A . V .  C h a p p i e  an d  A r t h u r  
P o l l a r d .  C a m b r id g e :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1966 .

G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  P r o m o t io n  
o f  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e .  T r a n s a c t i o n s . 1 8 5 7 - 1 8 8 5 .



326

G r e g ,  W.R.  "Why A re  Women R e d u n d a n t ? "  N a t i o n a l  R ev ie w  
1̂ 4-( A p r i l  1 8 6 2 )  : ^ 3 ^ 6 0 .

H o d g s o n ,  W i l l i a m  B a l l a n t y n e .  The E d u c a t i o n  o f  G i r l s ;
a n d  The Em ploym ent  o f  Women o f  t h e  U p p e r  C l a s s e s . 
2d  e d .  L o n d o n :  T r u b n e r , 18 6 9 •

H o w i t t ,  M ary .  A u t o b i o g r a p h y . E d i t e d  b y  h e r  d a u g h t e r  
M a r g a r e t  H o w i t t .  2 v o l s .  B o s t o n :  H o u g h t o n ,
M i f f l i n ,  I 8 8 9 .

J a m e s o n ,  Anna B. S i s t e r s  o f  C h a r i t y  a n d  The Communion 
o f  L a b o u r . B o s t o n :  T i c k n o r  & F i e l d s ,  1 8 5 7 .

J a m e s o n ,  Anna B. "Woman's  M i s s i o n  a n d  Woman's  P o s i t i o n , "  
i n  M em oirs  a n d  E s s a y s . L o n d o n :  R. B e n t l e y ,  18^-6.

Law Amendment J o u r n a l . 1 8 5 5 -1 8 5 7 *

M a l l e s o n ,  E l i z a b e t h  W h i t e h e a d .  E l i z a b e t h  M a l l e s o n ,
1 8 2 8 - 1 9 1 6 ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  N o t e s  a n d  L e t t e r s . 
E d i t e d  w i t h  a  m em oir  b y  Hope M a l l e s o n .  L ondon :  
P r i n t e d  f o r  P r i v a t e  C i r c u l a t i o n ,  1 9 2 6 .

M a l l e s o n ,  E l i z a b e t h  W h i t e h e a d .  "The P o r t r a i t  o f  a
S c h o o l . "  J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n  1 8 ( S e p t e m b e r  1 8 8 6 ) :  
3 5 7 -3 5 9 *

M a r t i n e a u ,  H a r r i e t .  A u t o b i o g r a p h y .  3 v o l s .  L o n d o n :
S m i t h ,  1877*

M a r t i n e a u ,  H a r r i e t .  " F e m a le  I n d u s t r y . "  E d i n b u r g h  
R ev iew  ( A m e r i c a n  E d i t i o n )  1 0 9 ( A p r i l  1 8 5 9 ) :
1 5 1 -1 7 3 *

M i l l ,  J o h n  S t u a r t .  A u t o b i o g r a p h y . I n d i a n a p o l i s :  B o b b s -  
M e r r i l l ,  1957*

M i l l ,  J o h n  S t u a r t .  The L a t e r  L e t t e r s  o f  J o h n  S t u a r t  
M i l l ,  1 8 ^ 9 - 1 8 7 3 * 3 v o l s .  E d i t e d  b y  F r a n c i s  E .  
M in ek a  a n d  D w ig h t  N. L i n d l e y .  T o r o n t o :  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 .

M i l l ,  J o h n  S t u a r t .  The S u b j e c t i o n  o f  Women. The W o r l d ' s  
C l a s s i c s .  L o n d o n :  O x f o rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 *

M o z le y ,  A nne .  " C l e v e r  Women." B l a c k w o o d ' s  1 0 ^ ( 0 c t o b e r
1 8 6 8 ) : ^ 1 0 - ^ 2 7 .

"The ' N o n - E x i s t e n c e '  o f  Women." N o r t h  B r i t i s h  R e v ie w  
2 2 ( A u g u s t  1 8 5 5 ) : 2 8 8 - 3 0 2 .



327

N o r t o n ,  C a r o l i n e .  A L e t t e r  t o  t h e  Q ueen  on  L o r d
C h a n c e l l o r  C r a n w o r t h ' s  M a r r i a g e  an d  D i v o r c e  B i l l . 
L o n d o n :  Longman,  B row n,  G r e e n  & Longman,  1 8 5 5 -

N o r t o n ,  C a r o l i n e .  E n g l i s h  Laws f o r  Women i n  t h e  
N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y . L ondon :  n . p . , 1 8 5 4 .

N o r t o n ,  C a r o l i n e .  A P l a i n  L e t t e r  t o  t h e  L o r d
C h a n c e l l o r  o n  t h e  I n f a n t  C u s t o d y  B i l l . L ondon :  
n . p . , 1 8 3 9 •

O l i p h a n t ,  M a r g a r e t .  "The C o n d i t i o n  o f  Women."
B l a c k w o o d ' s  E d i n b u r g h  M a g a z in e  8 3 ( F e h r u a r y  1 8 5 8 ) :
1 3 9 - 1 5 4 .

O l i p h a n t ,  M a r g a r e t .  "The G r e a t  U n r e p r e s e n t e d . "
B l a c k w o o d ' s  E d i n b u r g h  M a g a z in e  1 0 0 ( S e p t e m b e r  
1 8 6 6 ) : 3 6 7 - 3 7 9 .

O l i p h a n t ,  M a r g a r e t .  "Laws C o n c e r n i n g  Women." B l a c k w o o d ' s 
E d i n b u r g h  M a g a z in e  79 ( A p r i l  1 8 5 6 ) : 3 7 9 - 3 8 7 •

O l i p h a n t ,  M a r g a r e t .  " M i l l ' s  'T he  S u b j e c t i o n  o f  Wo me n . ' "  
E d i n b u r g h  R ev ie w  ( A m e r i c a n  E d i t i o n )  1 3 0 ( 0 c t o b e r
1 8 6 9 ) : 2 9 1 - 3 0 6 .

O w e n ,  R o b e r t .  T h e  L i f e  o f  R o b e r t  O w e n . 2 v o l s .  L o n d o n :  
E f f i n g h a m  W i l s o n ,  1 8 5 7 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New Y o r k :  
A u g u s t u s  M. K e l l e y ,  1 9 6 7 .

P a r k e s ,  B e s s i e  R a y n e r .  E s s a y s  on  Woman's  W o rk . 2d e d .  
L o n d o n :  A l e x a n d e r  S t r a h a n ,  1 8 6 6 .

P e r r y ,  S i r  Thomas E r s k i n e . " R i g h t s  a n d  L i a b i l i t i e s  o f  
H u sb a n d  a n d  W i f e . "  E d i n b u r g h  R e v ie w  ( A m e r i c a n  
E d i t i o n )  1 0 5 ( J a n u a r y  1 8 5 7 )T9 4 - 1 0 6 .

P r e n t i c e ,  A r c h i b a l d .  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A n t i - C o r n - L a w  
L e a g u e . 2 v o l s .  L o n d o n :  W. & F . G .  C a s h ,  1 8 5 3 ;  
r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New Y o rk :  A u g u s t u s  K e l l e y ,  1 9 6 8 .

"The P r o p e r t y  o f  M a r r i e d  Women." W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v iew  
6 6 ( 0 c t o b e r  I 8 5 6 ) : 1 8 1 - 1 9 7 •

R o s s e t t i ,  D a n t e  G a b r i e l .  L e t t e r s  o f  D a n t e  G a b r i e l
R o s s e t t i . E d i t e d  b y  Oswald  D o u g h t y  an d  J . R .  W ah l .
4 v o l s .  O x f o r d :  A t  t h e  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  I 9 6 5 - I 9 6 7 .

S h i r r e f f ,  E m i l y  A n n e  E l i z a .  " G i r t o n  C o l l e g e . "  F o r t n i g h t l y  
R e v i e w  l 4 ( J u l y  1 8 7 3  )•• 8 7 - 9 3  •



328

S h i r r e f f ,  E m i l y  Anne E l i z a .  I n t e l l e c t u a l  E d u c a t i o n
a n d  i t s  I n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  C h a r a c t e r  a n d  H a p p i n e s s  
o f  Women. L ondon :  J o h n  W. P a r k e r  & S o n ,  1 8 5 8 .

S h i r r e f f ,  E m i l y  Anne E l i z a  a n d  G r e y ,  M a r i a  G.
T h o u g h t s  o n  S e l f - C u l t u r e  A d d r e s s e d  t o  Women. 
B o s t o n :  W i l l i a m  C r o s b y  & H . P .  N i c h o l s ,  1 8 5 1 .

S m i t h ,  S i d n e y .  " E s s a y  o n  F e m a le  E d u c a t i o n . "
E d i n b u r g h  R ev iew  1 5 ( J a n u a r y  1 8 1 0 ) : 2 9 9 - 3 1 5 •

T a y l o r ,  H e l e n .  "The L a d i e s  P e t i t i o n . "  W e s t m i n s t e r  
R ev iew  8 7 ( J a n u a r y  1 8 6 7 ) : 2 9 - 3 6 .

T r o l l o p e ,  A n t h o n y .  F o u r  L e c t u r e s . L o n d o n :  C o n s t a b l e ,
1938 .

V i c t o r i a  M a g a z i n e . 1 8 6 3 - 1 8 7 5 -

W a l k e r ,  A l e x a n d e r .  Woman P h y s i o l o g i c a l l y  C o n s i d e r e d  
a s  t o  M in d ,  M o r a l s ,  M a r r i a g e ,  M a t r i m o n i a l  
S l a v e r y ,  I n f i d e l i t y  an d  D i v o r c e . 2d  e d .  L ondon :

W h a r t o n ,  J o h n  J . S .  An E x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Laws R e l a t i n g
t o  t h e  Women o f  E n g l a n d . L o n d o n :  L o n g m an s ,  Brown,  
G r e e n  & Longman,  1 8 53-

W o l l s t o n e c r a f t , M ary .  V i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  
Women. New Y ork :  W.W. N o r t o n ,  1 9 6 7 •

Yonge ,  C h a r l o t t e  M ary .  W om ankind . New Y ork :  M a c M i l l a n  
& C o . , 1 8 7 7 -

S e c o n d a r y  S o u r c e s

A n n an ,  N o e l  G i l r o y .  "The I n t e l l e c t u a l  A r i s t o c r a c y , "  i n  
P lu m b ,  J . H . ,  e d .  S t u d i e s  i n  S o c i a l  H i s t o r y :  A 
T r i b u t e  t o  G.M. T r e v e l y a n . L o n d o n :  Lon g m an s ,  G r e e n  
& C o . ,  1 9 5 5 ,  p p . 2 4 1 - 2 8 7 .

B a n k s ,  J . A .  an d  B a n k s ,  O l i v e .  F e m i n i s m  a n d  F a m i l y  
P l a n n i n g  i n  V i c t o r i a n  E n g l a n d . New Y o rk :
S c h o c k e n  B o o k s ,  1 96 ^ .

B e l l ,  E n i d  H. S t o r m i n g  t h e  C i t a d e l :  t h e  R i s e  o f  t h e  
Woman D o c t o r . L o n d o n :  C o n s t a b l e ,  1 9 5 3 -

B e s t ,  G e o f f r e y .  M i d - V i c t o r i a n  B r i t a i n ,  1 8 5 1 - 1 8 7 5 - 
L ondon :  W e i d e n f i e l d  & N i c o l s o n ,  1971-



329

B e v i n g t o n ,  M e r l e  Mowbray.  The S a t u r d a y  R e v ie w ,  1 8 5 5 -
1 8 6 8 . New Y ork :  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 ^ 1 -

B l a c k b u r n ,  H e l e n .  Women's  S u f f r a g e . L ondon :  W i l l i a m s  
& N o r g a t e , 1 9 0 2 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New Y ork :
S o u r c e b o o k  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 .

B o n h a m - C a r t e r ,  V i c t o r .  I n  A L i b e r a l  T r a d i t i o n .
L ondon :  C o n s t a b l e ,  I 9 6 0 .

B r a d b r o o k ,  M u r i e l  C l a r a .  ' T h a t  I n f i d e l  P l a c e ' ,  a  S h o r t  
H i s t o r y  o f  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e ,  1 8 6 9 - 1 9 6 9 - L ondon :
C h a t t o  & W in d u s ,  1 9 6 9 •

B r a d b r o o k ,  M u r i e l  C l a r a .  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n ,  G e o rg e  
E l i o t  a n d  t h e  L i m i t s  o f  F e m i n i s m . J am e s  
B r y c e  M e m o r i a l  L e c t u r e ,  1975* O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1975*

B r a n c a ,  P a t r i c i a .  S i l e n t  S i s t e r h o o d :  M id d l e  C l a s s  
Women i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Home. P i t t s b u r g h :  
C a r n e g i e - M e l l o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 75-

B u c k l e y ,  J e s s i e  K. J o s e p h  P a r k e s  o f  B i r m i n g h a m .
L ondon :  M e th u e n ,  1 9 2 6 .

B u r t o n ,  H e s t e r .  B a r b a r a  B o d i c h o n . L ondon :  C o n s t a b l e ,
19^9 .

D a v i d o f f ,  L e o n o r e .  " M a s t e r e d  f o r  L i f e :  S e r v a n d  an d
W ife  i n  V i c t o r i a n  a n d  E d w a r d i a n  E n g l a n d . "  J o u r n a l  
o f  S o c i a l  H i s t o r y  7(Summer 1 9 7 ^ 0 : ^ 0 6 - ^ 2 8 .

D a v i s ,  R i c h a r d  W. D i s s e n t  i n  P o l i t i c s ,  1 7 8 0 - 1 8 3 0 s  t h e  
P o l i t i c a l  L i f e  o f  W i l l i a m  S m i t h ,  MP. L o n d o n :
E p w o r t h  P r e s s , 1971■

D i c e y ,  A l b e r t  V enn .  L e c t u r e s  on t h e  R e l a t i o n  B e tw e e n  
Law a n d  P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  i n  E n g l a n d  D u r i n g  t h e  
N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y . L ondon :  M a c m i l l a n  & C o . ,  1917*

D u n b a r ,  J a n e t .  The E a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  Woman. L o n d o n :
G eo rg e  H a r r a p  & C o . ,  l t d . ,  1 9 5 3 -

F a w c e t t ,  M i l l i e e n t  G a r r e t t .  Women's  S u f f r a g e . L ondon :
T. C.  & E . C .  J a c k ,  1 9 1 2 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New Y ork :  
S o u r c e b o o k  P r e s s ,  1973*

F r e d e m a n ,  W i l l i a m  E .  " E m i ly  F a i t h f u l l  a n d  t h e  V i c t o r i a
P r e s s :  a n  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  b i b l i o g r a p h y . "  
The L i b r a r y  ( F i f t h  S e r i e s )  2 9 ( J u n e  1 9 7 ^ ) s1 3 9 - 1 6 ^ .



330

F u l f o r d ,  R o g e r .  V o t e s  F o r  Women. L o n d o n :  F a b e r  & F a b e r ,  
1 9 5 7 .

G a r n e t t ,  R i c h a r d .  The L i f e  o f  W i l l i a m  F o x ,  1 7 8 6 -1 8 6 ^ - . 
Lo n d o n :  J o h n  L a n e ,  1 9 1 0 .

G r y l l s , R o s a l i e  G l y n n .  Q u e e n ' s  C o l l e g e ,  1 8 ^ 8 -1 9 ^ -8 . 
L o n d o n :  G e o rg e  R o u t l e d g e  & S o n s ,  1 9 ^ 8 .

H a i g h t ,  G o rd o n  S h e r m a n .  G e o rg e  E l i o t ,  a  B i o g r a p h y . 
O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , 19687

H a i g h t ,  G o rd o n  S h e r m a n .  G e o rg e  E l i o t  an d  J o h n  C hapm an . 
New H av en :  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , 1 9 ^ 0 .

H a ld a n e ,  E l i z a b e t h  S .  M r s . G a s k e l l  and Her F r i e n d s .
New Y ork: D. A p p l e t o n ,  1931*

H e w i t t , M a r g a r e t . W ives  a n d  M o t h e r s  i n  V i c t o r i a n  
I n d u s t r y . L o n d o n :  R o c k l i f f ,  1958*

H o lc o m b e , L e e .  V i c t o r i a n  L a d i e s  a t  W ork. Hamden, C o n n .:  
A r c h o n ,  1973*

H o l t , Raymond V . The U n i t a r i a n  C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  S o c i a l  
P r o g r e s s  i n  E n g l a n d , r e v . e d .  L o n d o n :  L i n d s e y  
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 2 .

H u n t ,  V i o l e t .  The W i f e  o f  R o s s e t t i . L o n d o n :  J o h n  L a n e ,  
1 9 3 2 .

Kamm, J o s e p h i n e .  R a p i e r s  and B a t t l e a x e s :  t h e  W omen's
Movement a n d  i t s  A f t e r m a t h . L o n d o n :  G e o rg e  A l l e n  
& U nwin ,  1 9 6 6 .

L o w n d es ,  M a r ie  A. ' I  Too Have L iv e d  i n  A r c a d i a . '
New Y o rk :  D odd ,  Mead,  1 9 4 2 .

M a c G re g o r ,  O. R.  D i v o r c e  i n  E n g l a n d . L o n d o n :  H e in e m a n n ,  
1 9 5 7 .

M i l l ,  J o h n  S t u a r t .  J . S . M i l l  a n d  H a r r i e t  T a y l o r , e d i t e d  
b y  F . A .  H a y e k .  C h i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 .

N e f f ,  Wanda F r a i k e n .  V i c t o r i a n  W o rk in g  Women. New 
Y o rk :  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 9 .

P a c k e , M i c h a e l  S t .  J o h n .  L i f e  o f  J o h n  S t u a r t  M i l l .
New Y o rk :  M a c M i l l a n  & C o . ,  1 9 5 ^ •

P e r k i n s ,  J a n e  G. L i f e  o f  M rs .  N o r t o n . New Y ork :  H e n ry  
H o l t ,  1 9 0 9 .



331

P i n c h b e c k ,  I v y .  Women W o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l
R e v o l u t i o n ,  1 7 5 0 - 1 8 5 0 - New Y o rk :  F . S .  C r o f t s ,
1 9 3 0 .

R e i s s ,  E r n a .  R i g h t s  and D u t i e s  o f  E n g lish w o m e n :  a  S t u d y  
i n  Law and P u b l i c  O p i n i o n . M a n c h e s t e r :  S h e r r a t t  & 
H u g h e s ,  193^*

R i c h a r d s ,  E r i c .  "Women i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Economy S i n c e  
A b o u t  1 7 0 0 :  An I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . "  H i s t o r y  59 
( O c t o b e r  197*0 : 3 3 7 - 3 5 7 •

R o d g e r s ,  B r i a n . .  "The S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 8 5 7 -  
1 8 8 6 . "  The M a n c h e s t e r  S c h o o l  o f  Econom ic  a n d  
S o c i a l  S t u d i e s . 2 0 ( 1 9 5 2 ) : 2 8 3 - 3 1 0 ■

R o v e r ,  C o n s t a n c e .  Women’ s S u f f r a g e  an d  P a r t y  P o l i t i c s  
i n  B r i t a i n ,  1 8 6 6 - 1 9 1 4 . L ondon :  R o u t l e d g e  & K egan  
P a u l ,  1 9 6 7 .

R u b e n i u s , A i n a .  The Woman Q u e s t i o n  i n  M rs .  G a s k e l l ' s  
L i f e  a n d  W o r k s . C a m b r i d g e :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  

P r e s s ,  1 9 5 0 .

S h a r p ,  E v e l y n .  H e r t h a  A y r t o n ,  1 8 5 ^ - 1 9 2 3 - L ondon :
Edw ard  A r n o l d ,  1 9 2 6 .

S t e n t o n ,  D o r i s  M ary .  The E n g l i s h  Woman i n  H i s t o r y . 
L o n d o n :  G eo rg e  A l l e n  & U nwin ,  1 9 5 7 -

S t e p h e n ,  B a r b a r a .  E m i l y  D a v i e s  an d  G i r t o n  C o l l e g e . 
L o n d o n :  C o n s t a b l e ,  1927*

S t e w a r t ,  W. A. C.  a n d  McCann, W. P.  The E d u c a t i o n a l  
I n n o v a t o r s ,  1 7 5 0 - 1 8 8 0 . 2 v o l s .  L o n d o n :
M a c m i l l a n  C o . ,  1967*

S t r a c h e y ,  R ay .  The C a u s e . L o n d o n :  G. B e l l  & S o n s . ,  1 9 2 8 .

Thomas ,  C l a r a .  Love  an d  Work E n o u g h :  t h e  L i f e  o f  Anna 
J a m e s o n .  T o r o n t o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,IWT-

T u k e ,  M a r g a r e t  J .  A H i s t o r y  o f  B e d f o r d  C o l l e g e  f o r
Women, 1 8 ^ 9 - 1 9 3 7 -  L ondon :  O x f o rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 3 9 .

V i c i n u s ,  M a r t h a ,  e d .  S u f f e r  a n d  Be S t i l l :  Women i n  t h e  
V i c t o r i a n  A g e . B l o o m i n g t o n ,  I n d i a n a :  I n d i a n a  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 .



332

V i c i n u s ,  M a r t h a ,  e d .  A W i d e n i n g  S p h e r e :  C h a n g i n g  R o l e s  
o f  V i c t o r i a n  Women. B l o o m i n g t o n ,  I n d i a n a :
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1977*

Webb,  R o b e r t  K i e f e r .  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u :  A R a d i c a l
V i c t o r i a n .  N ew ,Y ork :  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  
I 9 6 0 .

W o o d h am -S m ith ,  C e c i l .  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e . L o n d o n :  
C o n s t a b l e ,  1 9 5 0 .

W o o d r i n g ,  C a r l  R. V i c t o r i a n  S a m p l e r s :  W i l l i a m  a n d  
Mary H o w i t t . L a w r e n c e ,  K a n s a s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
K a n s a s  P r e s s , 1 9 5 2 .


