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Abstract

SONATA FOR TRUMPET AND PIANO
(“SONG OF MYSELFE”)

by

Allen Cohen

Adpviser: Professor Thea Musgrave

This work, in three movements, was comissioned by Rodger Lee,
trumpeter. He played the premiére and recorded the piece, with the composer at
the piano, on the compact disc New American Trumpet Sonatas (Capstone Records
CPS 8620).

The subtitle and the epigraphs for each movement are taken from Walt

Whitman's poem Song of Myself. Playing time is approximately eighteen minutes.
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NOTES AND GLOSSARY

For this work the trumpeter needs a C trumpet and three mutes: a
straight mute, a cup mute, and a practice mute. The pianist needs a grand
piano with three pedals, including a sostenuto pedal.

0 as a time signature means “senza misura”—i.e., in tempo (unless
otherwise indicated), but without any underlying metric pulse. When the
value of a beat is not clear from the context, the new beat value is indicated
in parentheses above the staff. Metric stresses (downbeats) in certain parts
that do not affect all instruments are shown by dotted barlines. All
accidentals remain in effect until the next (dotted) barline.

? — tremolo senza misura (as fast as possible)

Ped. and # — damper pedal down and up
@UC and #% — una corda pedal down and up

SP and &4 — sostenuto pedal down and up

Playing time: about 18 minutes.

vii
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