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A b s t r a c t

SEX DIFFERENCES IN THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF 

VERBAL SOCIAL RESPONSES 

by

M arc ia  R ic h -S ie b z e h n e r

A d v is e r s t  P r o f e s s o r  A r th u r  J .  B ro n s te in  
P r o f e s s o r  L o u is  J .  G erstm an

T h is  s tu d y  i s  c o n ce rn e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i th  l i n g u i s t i c  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  a s  m a n if e s te d  i n  v o c a b u la ry ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e x  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  word c h o ic e  and  la n g u a g e  s t y l e .  C on tem porary  

s t u d i e s  hav e  shown t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  

w ays t h a t  m a les  and fe m a le s  u s e  la n g u a g e , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  

r e g a r d  to  e x p le t i v e  u s e .

The p u rp o se  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w as to  d e ­

te rm in e  w h e th e r  p r e -  and p o s t - p u b e r ty  f e m a le s  a s  o p posed  to  

p r e -  and  p o s t - p u b e r ty  m a le s , when t e s t e d  w i th  w r i t t e n  t a s k s ,  

w o u ld t 1) u se  more w ords on  th e  b a s i s  o f  t o t a l  w ords u s e d t  

2 ) u se  fe w e r  s e n te n c e s t  3) u s e  fe w e r e x p l e t i v e s .

A q u e s t io n n a i r e  was u t i l i z e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  sam p les 

o f  w r i t t e n  la n g u a g e  from  225 s u b j e c t s ,  b o th  m a le s  an d  f e m a le s ,  

from  t h r e e  s e p a r a te  age g ro u p s  ( f i f t h  g r a d e r s ,  t e n t h  g r a d e r s  

and  c o l le g e  s t u d e n t s ) ,  from  b o th  p u b l ic  and  p r i v a t e  s c h o o ls .  

The s u b je c ts *  t a s k  was to  re sp o n d  to  e ig h t  s c e n a r i o s  i n ­

c o r p o r a t in g  a c t io n s  by b o th  m ale  and fem aile a c t o r s  f o r  

a  t o t a l  o f  1800 p e rfo rm a n c e s . Beyond r e s p o n d in g  to  th e
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s c e n a r io s i  each  s u b je c t  co m p le ted  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e  d e s ig n e d  

to  e l i c i t  in f o r m a t io n  r e g a r d in g  p a r e n t a l  e d u c a t io n  and  

em ploym ent so t h a t  i n f e r e n c e s  r e g a r d in g  s o c i a l  c l a s s  m ig h t 

be made* Each o f  th e s e  p e rfo rm a n c e s  g e n e r a te d  f i v e  d e ­

p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e s  w hich w ere coded  f o r  c o m p u te r a n a ly s i s *

E ach re s p o n s e  was a l s o  e v a lu a te d  f o r  a f f e c t  by two In d e ­

p e n d e n t ju d g e s .

R e g a rd in g  o v e r a l l  s e x  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  two p r e d i c t i o n s  made 

w ere c o n firm ed  b u t  a  t h i r d  p r e d i c t i o n  was r e v e r s e d .  Fe­

m a le s  d id  in d e e d  u s e  more w ords and  fe w e r  e x p le t iv e s *  Ad­

d i t i o n a l l y ,  fe m a le s  e x h ib i t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  v a r i a ­

b i l i t y  th a n  m a le s  i n  num ber o f  w ords u s e d ,  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

l e s s  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  num ber o f  e x p le t i v e s *  The r e v e r s e d  

f i n d in g  was t h a t  fe m a le s  u se d  m o re , r a t h e r  t h a n  fe w e r , 

s e n te n c e s  th a n  m a le s .

A l to g e th e r  69 d i f f e r e n t  e x p l e t i v e s  w e re  e l i c i t e d  i n  th e  

s tu d y ,  o n ly  16 o f  w hich  w ere  c o n t r ib u te d  b y  b o th  s e x e s ,  th e  

re m a in d e r  b e in g  f a r  more o f t e n  due to  m ale  s u b j e c t s  th a n  to  

fem a le  s u b je c ts *  Most o f  th e s e  w ere p ro d u c e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  to  

h o s t i l e  b e h a v io r  i n  th e  s c e n a r i o s ,  few  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  q u e r i e s .

A c co rd in g  to  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  i t  w ould seem 

t h a t  a l th o u g h  women a r e  l e s s  v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e i r  u se  o f  e x p le ­

t i v e s ,  th e y  a r e  u s in g  m ore and s t r o n g e r  e x p l e t i v e s  th a n  

h e r e t o f o r e .  T h is  f i n d in g  m ig h t i n d i c a t e  t h a t  women, a s  th e y  

become more and more in v o lv e d  i n  th e  m a in s tre a m  o f  o u r  

c u l t u r e ,  a s  th e y  em erge p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  and o t h e r w i s e ,  m ig h t 

be o u tg ro w in g  some o f  t h e i r  o ld  l i n g u i s t i c  h a b i t s .
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION

A lth o u g h  l i n g u i s t s  have  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d e a l t  w ith  d i ­

m en s io n s  o f  v a r i e t y  such  a s  a g e , s o c io -e c o n o m ic  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  

and  l i t e r a r y  d i f f e r e n c e s  th e y  have n o t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d i s ­

c u s s e d  l i n g u i s t i c  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw een  th e  s e x e s .  I n  r e c e n t  

y e a r s ,  how ever, t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  much r e s e a r c h  i n  th e  a r e a  o f  

"Women's L an g u ag e" . Much o f  th e  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  i n  th e  

a r e a  o f  sex  d i s t i n c t i o n s  h a s  b een  done from  th e  p o in t  o f  

v iew  o f  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  a s  in fo rm a n t  and  a s  a  r e s u l t  may n o t  

be  a s  o b j e c t iv e  a s  i t  s h o u ld  be from  th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  

s c h o l a r l y  r e s e a r c h .  However, th e  a r e a  o f  "Women's L anguage" 

i s  a  f a i r l y  new one and t h e r e f o r e  i s  o p e n  to  d i f f e r e n t  

a p p ro a c h e s , a l l  o f  w hich  may p ro v e  im p o r ta n t  t o  a  m ore 

c o m p le te  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  c e r t a i n  l i n g u i s t i c  u n i v e r s a l s .

T h is  s tu d y  i s  c o n ce rn e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i th  l i n g u i s t i c  d i s ­

t i n c t i o n s  a s  m a n if e s te d  i n  v o c a b u la ry ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  se x  d i f ­

f e r e n c e s  i n  word c h o ic e  and la n g u a g e  s t y l e .

The q u e s t io n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e s e  d i f ­

f e r e n c e s  can  be d e s c r ib e d  a s  r u l e  g o v e rn e d  r a t h e r  th a n  

a n e c d o ta l .  I s  i t  p o s s ib l e  to  i d e n t i f y  c e r t a i n  l i n g u i s t i c  

f e a t u r e s  o f  c u r r e n t  E n g lis h  u sa g e  t h a t  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  

t y p i c a l l y  w ith  fe m a le s  r a t h e r  th a n  w ith  m a le s  w i t h in  sp e ­

c i f i c  age and  s o c i a l  g ro u p s?  A lso , do t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  d i f ­

f e r e n c e s  n a rro w  a s  m a le s  and fe m a le s  becom e more c lo s e l y
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m atch ed  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  such  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  e d u c a tio n *  

s o c i a l  c l a s s  and  a g e?  An ev en  more s i g n i f i c a n t  m a tc h in g  

w ould  he i n  r e g a r d  t o  Hymes' (1 972 ) p a ra m e te rs*  e .g .*  s e t ­

t in g / c o n te x t*  p u rp o se s*  e v e n ts*  e t c .  Hymes s t a t e s t

I n  a  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  d e s c r ip t io n *  th en *  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  to  d e a l  w ith  a c t i v i t i e s  w hich  a r e  i n  
some r e c o g n iz a b le  way bounded o r  i n t e g r a l .  From 
th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  th e y  
may be r e g i s t e r e d  a s  c e re m o n ie s , f i s h i n g  t r i p s ,  
and  th e  l i k e i  from  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a n d p o in t s  th e y  
may be re g a rd e d  a s  p o l i t i c a l ,  e s t h e t i c ,  e t c . ,  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  w hich s e rv e  a s  c o n te x ts  f o r  th e  
m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  e s t h e t i c ,  e t c . ,  
a c t i v i t y .  From th e  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  s t a n d p o in t  
th e y  may be re g a rd e d  a s  sp e e c h  s i t u a t i o n s  ( p .  5 6 ) .

Hymes f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  " t h a t  th e  same ty p e  o f  sp e e c h  a c t  may

r e c u r  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  sp e e c h  e v e n ts*  and  th e  same ty p e

o f  sp e ec h  e v e n t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o n te x t s  o f  s i t u a t i o n "  ( i b i d ) .

These a r e  some o f  t h e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  

a t t e m p t  to  a n sw e r i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  Hymes* (1972) 

c o n c e p t  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  se x  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  sp e e c h  m ust 

t a k e  a c c o u n t o f  th e  v a r i e d  com ponents o f  sp e e c h  e v e n t s .  I t  

i s  th e  h y p o th e s is  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  t h a t  women sp e a k  d i f f e r e n t l y  

i n  th e  same s i t u a t i o n s  from  th e  w ays t h a t  men d o . H ow ever, 

i n  r e l a t i o n  to  t h i s  h y p o th e s is  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e f in e  th e  

sp e e c h  com m unity w ith  w hich  one i s  w o rk in g . Hymes d e f in e s  

th e  sp e ec h  com m unity a s  one w hich s h a r e s  r u l e s  f o r  th e  

c o n d u c t and  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  sp e e c h  and r u l e s  f o r  th e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a t  l e a s t  one l i n g u i s t i c  v a r i e t y .  He con­

s i d e r s  b o th  c o n d i t io n s  e s s e n t i a l  a s p e c t s  o f  any  s in g l e  sp eech  

com m unity .
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Key (1972) s t a t e s  t h a t  " lan g u a g e  w hich m ig h t be l a b e l l e d  

'c o a r s e  lan g u a g e*  ( t h e r e f o r e  'u n l a d y l i k e ')  by  one g ro u p  o f  

p e o p le  m ig h t be u sed  a c c e p ta b ly  by  women i n  a  h ig h e r  s o c io ­

econom ic g ro u p , o r  u se d  by a  s u b - c u l tu r e  su ch  a s  th e  H o lly ­

wood g ro u p , o r  th e  ' t o u g h ' b u s in e s s  w o r ld .

I n  r e f e r e n c e  to  c o n te x t  o f  s i t u a t i o n .  Key s a y s  t h a t  th e  

r o l e  w hich  one i s  a ssu m in g  a t  th e  moment may b l u r  o r  h ig h ­

l i g h t  m a le /fe m a le  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The l i n g u i s t i c  b e h a v io r  o f  

men and women i n  a n  o f f i c e  o r  a t  work m ig h t be a lm o s t  i d e n t i ­

c a l  b u t  th e  same p e r s o n s  may e x h i b i t  o th e r  l i n g u i s t i c  p a t ­

t e r n s  when i n  o t h e r  r o l e s  ( e . g .  i n  a  s e x u a l  r o l e ) .  K e y 's  

s ta te m e n t  d o e s  n o t  p r e c lu d e  any  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  v a r io u s  

m ix es o f  la n g u a g e  v a r i e t y .

T here  i s  a  g row ing  body o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t  m a le /  

fe m a le  la n g u a g e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  non ^W estem  s o c i e t i e s .

A round th e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  i n ­

t e r e s t  i n  w om en's la n g u a g e s  r a n  h ig h  and was p e rh a p s  t r i g ­

g e re d  by  th e  e x o t i c  a c c o u n ts  b ro u g h t  back  by  t r a v e l l e r s  who 

r e p o r t e d  th e s e  phenom ena. The e th n o g ra p h ic  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t r i b e s  i n  w hich  men and women sp e a k  d i f f e r ­

e n t  la n g u a g e s  o r  d i s t i n c t  d i a l e c t s .  These i n c lu d e  d i f f e r ­

e n c e s  i n  v o c a b u la ry ,  word ta b o o s ,  and  c e r t a i n  g ra m m a tic a l 

fo rm s u n iq u e  to  e ac h  s e x .

J e s p e r s e n  (1922) d is c u s s e d  th e  u se  o f  d i f f e r e n t  d i a ­

l e c t s  by  men and  women. He c i t e d  r e p o r t s  d a t i n g  back  to  

1664 t h a t  among th e  C a r ib s  o f  th e  S m all A n t i l l e s ,  e ach  se x  

had  e x p r e s s io n s  w hich  th e  o t h e r  se x  " u n d e r s ta n d s  b u t  n e v e r
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u s e s ” . Aa J e s p e r s e n  s ta te d *  " th e  men have a  g r e a t  many 

e x p re s s io n s  p e c u l i a r  to  them , w hich  th e  women u n d e r s ta n d  b u t  

n e v e r  p ro n o u n ce  th e m s e lv e s .  On th e  o t h e r  h an d , th e  women 

have w ords and p h r a s e s  w hich  th e  men n e v e r  u s e ,  o r  th e y  

w ould be  la u g h e d  to  s c o r n .  Thus i t  h ap p en s  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  

c o n v e r s a t io n s  i t  o f t e n  seem s a s  i f  th e  women had a n o th e r  

la n g u a g e  th a n  th e  m en. . . But th o u g h  th e  b o y s u n d e rs ta n d  

th e  sp e e c h  o f  t h e i r  m o th e rs  and s i s t e r s ,  th e y  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

fo l lo w  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  and b r o t h e r s  and conform  to  t h e i r  

sp e e c h  from  th e  age o f  f i v e  o r  s i x .  • • ( p .  237 ) . "

J e s p e r s e n  e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  s p e c i a l  w ords a c c o u n te d  f o r  o n ly  

a b o u t one t e n t h  o f  th e  v o c a b u la ry ,  and  th e  s e x e s  s h a re d  th e  

same gram m ar; h e n c e , t h e r e  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  "two d i s t i n c t  

la n g u a g e s  i n  th e  p ro p e r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o rd ."  V erb a l ta b o o s  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  th e  s e x e s  i n  v a r io u s  s o c i e t i e s ;  e . g .  among th e  

C a r ib s ,  men on  th e  w a r -p a th  u se d  w ords fo r b id d e n  to  women, 

and  among th e  Z u lu  i n  A f r i c a ,  a  w ife  was n o t  a llo w e d  to  

m e n tio n  th e  name o f  h e r  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  and h i s  b r o t h e r s .

T here  w ere g ra m m a tic a l d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  th e  s e x e s  among 

th e  C h iq u ito s  i n  B o l iv ia .  J e s p e r s e n  v a r i o u s l y  a t t r i b u t e d  

th e s e  se x  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  la n g u a g e  to  th e  s o c i a l  s e p a r a t io n  

o f  th e  s e x e s ,  t o  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  and  i n t e r e s t s ,  and  to  

d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  ra n k  and  m ale  d o m in a tio n .

S a p i r  (192*0 d i s c u s s e d  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  m ale  and 

fe m a le  fo rm s i n  Yana, a  la n g u a g e  o f  n o r th e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  

w hich  was sp o k en  i n  f o u r  d i s t i n c t  d i a l e c t s  -  N o r th e rn , 

C e n t r a l ,  S o u th e rn , and  Y a h i. S a p i r  i n d i c a t e d  th e  l a c k  o f
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g e n d e r  i n  Yana b u t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  a  num ber o f  v e rb

s te m s  w hich a p p l ie d  e x c lu s iv e ly  t o  a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  on by

a  m ale  o r  by  a  fem ale*  e . g . ,  / n i - / ,  / h i - /  "a  m ale goes'* b u t

/ a - /  "a  fem a le  g o e s " .  He w ent o n  t o  s a y  th a t*

The m ale fo rm s a re  u se d  o n ly  b y  m a le s  i n  s p e a k in g  
to  m a le s ,  w h ile  th e  fe m a le  fo rm s  a r e  u se d  by  f e ­
m a le s  i n  s p e a k in g  to  m a le s  o r  f e m a le s  an d  by 
m a le s  i n  s p e a k in g  to  f e m a le s .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , th e  
fe m a le  fo rm s a re  u se d  a b o u t  t h r e e e  t im e s  a s  
f r e q u e n t ly  a s  th e  m ale fo rm s . T h ere  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  
no q u e s t io n  o f  th e  m ale fo rm s b e in g  ta b o o e d  to  th e  
f e m a le s ,  f o r  a  fem a le  u s e s  t h e  m ale  fo rm s w ith o u t  
h e s i t a t i o n  when she q u o te s  t h e  w ords o f  a  m ale  
s p e a k in g  to  a  m a le , a s  i n  r e l a t i n g  a  m yth i n  w hich 
one m ale  c h a r a c t e r  sp e a k s  to  a n o th e r  ( p .  206 ) .

A n o th e r i n t e r e s t i n g  e th n o g ra p h ic  d i s c u s s i o n  was F u r f e y 's  

( 19^ )  r e p o r t  r e g a r d in g  p h o n e tic  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  men and 

women among th e  C h u k ch i, a  M ongolo id  t r i b e  who in h a b i t e d  th e  

e x tre m e  n o r t h e a s t  c o rn e r  o f  S i b e r i a .  I n  C h u k ch i, t h e  women 

te n d e d  to  s u b s t i t u t e  / t s /  f o r  / c h /  and  / r /  a n d  / t s t s /  f o r  

/ r k /  and  / c h h / .  Thus w here th e  men w ould  s a y  / r a m ic h h i n / ,  

" p e o p le ,"  women w ould sa y  / t s a n k i t s t s i n / .  F u r f e y  a l s o  

commented upon  th e  g ra m m a tic a l d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  m e n 's  and 

w om en's la n g u a g e  among th e  C h iq u ito  o f  B o l i v i a .  C o n tr a ry  to  

S a p i r ' s  a c c o u n t o f  Y ana, h e re  " in  t h e  m e n 's  la n g u a g e  two 

g e n d e rs  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d " .  "Nouns d e s i g n a t in g  g o d s , dem ons, 

and  men a re  m a s c u l in e , w h ile  th o s e  d e s i g n a t in g  women, th e  

lo w e r  a n im a ls  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s e x , and  a l l  o t h e r  c o n c e p ts  a r e  

f e m in in e .  T here  i s  an  e la b o r a t e  sy s tem  o f  g e n d e r  i n f l e c t i o n s  

in v o lv in g ,  n o t  o n ly  n o u n s , b u t  a l l  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  

e x c e p t  a  few i n v a r i a b l e  p a r t i c l e s . "  F u r fe y  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  

t h i s  sy stem  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s h a rp  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een
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c o n s t r u c t io n s  c o n ta in in g  m a s c u lin e  nouns and  th o s e  c o n ta in ­

in g  fe m in in e  n o u n s . However, i n  th e  w om en 's la n g u a g e  th e  

g e n d e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  d id  n o t  e x i s t .  Men, t h e r e f o r e  u se d  

m a s c u lin e  c o n s t r u c t io n s  when s p e a k in g  o f  m a s c u lin e  nouns 

and  fe m in in e  c o n s t r u c t io n s  when s p e a k in g  o f  f e m in in e  n o u n s , 

w h ile  th e  women u se d  th e  fe m in in e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  a l l  c a s e s  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  g e n d e r . Thus men s a y ,  / n - i p o o s t i i  n q u i  t u p a s / ,  

" th e  house  o f  G od," w h ile  women s a y ,  / n - i p o o s  n - t u p a s /  w i th  

th e  same m ean ing  ( p .  2 1 0 ) ,

H aas (19^4 ) c i t e d  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  m e n 's  and  wom en's 

sp e e c h  i n  K o a s a t i  w h ich  i s  a  M uskogean la n g u a g e  now spoken  i n  

s o u th w e s te rn  L o u is ia n a .  Haas fo u n d  t h a t  o t h e r  M uskogean 

la n g u a g e s ,  su c h  a s  Muskogee and  K i t c h i t i ,  a l s o  had  su c h  d i f ­

f e r e n c e s  f o rm e r ly .  Som etim es th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e s e  

la n g u a g e s  a f f e c t  v o c a b u la ry  i te m s ,  and  so m e tim e s  t h e  p ro n u n ­

c i a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  w o rd s . H aas n o te d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o in t  

i n  h e r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  when sh e  s a i d i  

" I t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  n o te  t h a t  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  o n ly  

m id d le -a g e d  and  e l d e r l y  women u s e  th e  w om en 's fo rm s , w h ile  

y o u n g e r women a re  now u s in g  th e  fo rm s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  m e n 's  

sp e e c h  (p . 2 2 9 ) ."  H ere a l s o ,  a s  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  a c c o u n ts ,  we 

f i n d  t h a t  "members o f  e ach  se x  a r e  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  b o th  

ty p e s  o f  sp e e c h  and can  u se  e i t h e r  a s  o c c a s io n  dem ands. Thus 

i f  a  man i s  t e l l i n g  a  t a l e  he w i l l  u se  w om en 's  fo rm s when 

q u o t in g  a  fe m a le  c h a r a c t e r ;  s i m i l a r l y ,  i f  a  woman i s  t e l l i n g  

a  t a l e  she w i l l  u se  m en’ s fo rm s when q u o t in g  a  m a le  c h a r a c t e r .  

A ls o , a s  J e s p e r s e n  p o in te d  o u t  i n  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  C a r ib e ,
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t h e  M uskogean p a r e n t s  w ere f o r m e r ly  accustom ed  t o  c o r r e c t  

' t h e  sp e e c h  o f  c h i l d r e n  o f  e i t h e r  s e x ,  s in c e  e ach  c h i l d  was 

t r a i n e d  to  u se  fo rm s a p p r o p r i a te  t o  h i s  o r  h e r  s e x .

The e th n o g ra p h ic  a c c o u n ts  th e n  w ould a id  i n  th e  r e a l i ­

z a t i o n  t h a t  m a le /fe m a le  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  la n g u a g e  a r e  n o t  so 

r a r e  a s  m ig h t be su p p o se d . H ow ever, u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  

J e s p e r s e n * s  L anguage: I t * s  N a tu re . D evelopm ent and O r ig in  

(1 9 2 2 ) had  th e  o n ly  e x te n s iv e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  se x  d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  th e  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e  and  c o n ta in e d  one o f  th e  few  pub­

l i s h e d  d i s c u s s io n s  o f  th e  t o p i c .  J e s p e r s e n  d e v o te d  an  en ­

t i r e  c h a p te r  to  "The Woman" i n  w h ich  he made many c la im s  

a b o u t  w om en's sp eech  some o f  w hich  we c i t e  h e r e i

1 .  Word C hoice  -  Women a r e  e u p h e m is t ic ,  e x e r ­
c i s i n g  a  g r e a t  and u n i v e r s a l  in f lu e n c e  on  
l i n g u i s t i c  dev e lo p m en t th ro u g h  t h e i r  i n s t i n c t i v e  
s h r in k in g  from  c o a rs e  and  g ro s s  e x p r e s s io n s  and 
t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  r e f i n e d  and  ( i n  c e r t a i n  
s p h e re s )  v e i l e d  and i n d i r e c t  e x p r e s s io n s  ( p .  2 4 6 ) . 
W hile  men sw e a r , women u s e  e u p h e m is tic  s u b s t i ­
t u t e s  ( e .g .  mens " h e l l " ;  womens " th e  o t h e r  
p l a c e " ) .  T hrough th e  i n v e n t io n  and  u s e  o f  s la n g ,  
men a r e  th e  " c h ie f  r e n o v a to r s  o f  la n g u a g e ."
T h is  i s  n o t  i n v a l i d a t e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  q u i t e  
r e c e n t l y ,  w i th  th e  r i s e  o f  th e  f e m in i s t  m ovem ent, 
many young l a d i e s  have begun t o  i m i t a t e  t h e i r  
b r o t h e r s  i n  t h a t  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  
( p .  2 4 8 ) .

2 .  V o cab u la ry  -  Women's v o c a b u la ry  i s  l e s s  ex ­
t e n s i v e ,  and more i n  th e  c e n t r a l  f i e l d  o f  la n g u a g e  
( a v o id in g  th e  b iz a a r e )  th a n  i s  t h a t  o f  men, and  
"men ta k e  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  w ords a s  su ch  and 
i n  t h e i r  a c o u s t i c  p r o p e r t i e s "  (p p . 2 4 8 -2 4 9 ) .

3 .  A dverbs -  Women a r e  fo n d  o f  h y p e rb o le ,  u s in g  
m ore a d v e rb s  o f  i n t e n s i t y  ( " a w f u l ly ," " p r e t t y , ■ 
" t e r r i b l y  n i c e , " " q u i t e , "  " so " )  (p .  2 5 0 ) .

4 .  S e n ten c e  C o n s t r u c t io n  -  Women much m ore o f t e n  
t h a n  men b re a k  o f f  w i th o u t  f i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  s e n ­



8

t e n c e s ,  b e c a u se  th e y  s t a r t  t a l k i n g  w i th o u t  
h a v in g  th o u g h t o u t  w hat th e y  a r e  g o in g  to  say  
(p .  2 5 0 ) . The s e x e s  have d i f f e r e n t  ways o f  
b u i ld in g  s e n te n c e s !  men u s e  more i n t r i c a t e  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  w ith  c la u s e  w i th in  c la u s e  ( l i k e  a  
s e t  o f  C h in ese  b o x e s ) t  women add on  c la u s e s  
( b u i ld in g  s e n te n c e s  l i k e  s t r i n g i n g  p e a r l s ) ,  
th e  g r a d a t io n  b e tw een  id e a s  m arked n o t ' g ram m atic ­
a l l y ,  b u t  " e m o t io n a l ly ," by  s t r e s s  an d  i n t o n a t i o n .

J e s p e r s e n  g a th e re d  m ost o f  h i s  in f o r m a t io n  from  h i s  

own e x p e r ie n c e  and  from  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  h i s  d a y . I t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  a l th o u g h ,  f o r  th e  m o st p a r t ,  he 

fo u n d  t h a t  women’ s  la n g u a g e  was " i n f e r i o r "  t o  t h a t  o f  m en, 

from  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o in t  o f  v iew , he conceded  t h a t  th e  d i f ­

f e r e n c e s  w ere a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  " th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  o f  m ale  

su p re m ac y " . Men had  th e  k in d  o f  w ork , "war a n d  h u n t i n g , " 

t h a t  d id  n o t  g iv e  them  much o c c a s io n  t o  t a l k  b e c a u se  m ost 

s i t u a t i o n s  w ere " f r a u g h t  w ith  d a n g e r " .  Women, o n  th e  o t h e r  

h a n d , w ere o c c u p ie d  w ith  d o m e s tic  c h o re s  w hich  d id  n o t  d e ­

mand su c h  b u r s t s  o f  i n t e n s e  e n e rg y  and  w ere , " u n t i l  q u i t e  r e ­

c e n t l y  h e r  a lm o s t e x c lu s iv e  c o n c e rn  -  -  t h in g s  w hich  f o r  th e  

m ost p a r t  demanded no deep  th o u g h t ,  w hich  w ere p e rfo rm ed  i n  

company and c o u ld  w e l l  be accom pan ied  w ith  a  l i v e l y  c h a t t e r . "  

J e s p e r s e n  c o n c lu d ed  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w ith  th e  comment t h a t  

a l th o u g h  " l i n g e r in g  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  t h in g s  a r e  s e e n  

s t i l l ,  g r e a t  s o c i a l  ch an g es  a r e  g o in g  on  in  o u r  t im e s  w hich  

may e v e n tu a l ly  m od ify  ev en  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  o f  th e  

two s e x e s  ( p .  25*0 .

W ith th e  em ergence o f  th e  Women’ s L ib e r a t i o n  Movement 

some s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and  l i n g u i s t s  have begun  to  s p e c u la te  

a b o u t  how la n g u a g e  h a s  h e lp e d  to  m a in ta in  r i g i d  se x  r o l e
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b a r r i e r s .  L a k o ff  (1973) h a s  s e rv e d  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  o t h e r  

i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w ith  h e r  s tu d y ,  L anguage and Woman*s P l a c e .

She en d ea v o re d  to  i n d ic a t e  how "women e x p e r ie n c e  l i n g u i s t i c  

d i s c r im i n a t io n  i n  two ways* i n  th e  way th e y  a r e  ta u g h t  to  

u se  la n g u a g e , and i n  th e  way g e n e r a l  la n g u a g e  u se  t r e a t s  

th e m ."  L a k o ff  h a s  s t a t e d  s u c c i n c t l y  t h a t  women a r e  r e l e ­

g a te d  " to  c e r t a i n  s u b s e r v ie n t  f u n c t io n s *  t h a t  o f  s e x -  

o b j e c t  o r  s e rv a n t?  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  c e r t a i n  l e x i c a l  i te m s  

mean one th in g  a p p l ie d  to  man, a n o th e r  to  woman, a  d i f f e r ­

en ce  t h a t  c a n n o t be p r e d ic te d  e x c e p t  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  

d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  th e  se x e s  p la y  i n  s o c i e t y  ( p .  4 6 ) . "

L a k o f f 's  d i s c u s s io n  p a r a l l e l ' s  t h a t  o f  J e s p e r s e n  and  

seem s to  draw  th e  same in f e r e n c e s  a b o u t  m a le /fe m a le  lan g u a g e  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  However, L a k o ff  go es f u r t h e r  i n  h e r  d i s c u s s io n  

by  p r e s e n t in g  a  s t r o n g  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  th e  m anner i n  w hich 

women m ig h t c o n c e iv a b ly  change t h e i r  mode o f  sp e e c h  so a s  to  

be more a s s e r t i v e  and change t h e i r  im age from  "weak" to  

" s t r o n g " .  A ls o , L a k o ff* s  s tu d y  h a s  em erged a t  a  tim e  when 

t h e r e  i s  much c o n c e rn  w ith  m a le /fe m a le  d i f f e r e n c e s  and sh e  

ha.s su c ce ed e d  i n  p ro m p tin g  la n g u a g e  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u ­

l a r ,  t o  e n t e r  th e  f r a y ,  i f  o n ly  t o  t e s t  h e r  v a r io u s  

h y p o th e s e s .

L a k o ff  e x p la in s  t h a t  women have a  d i s t i n c t i v e  s t y l e  o f  

sp e ec h  w hich  a v o id s  s t r o n g  s ta te m e n ts  and h a s  c o n n o ta t io n s  

o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  and t r i v i a l i t y .  A woman who w an ts  to  be ta k e n  

s e r i o u s l y  l e a r n s  to  a d o p t m ale ( " n e u t r a l " )  v o c a b u la ry  and 

% s t y l e  o f  s p e e c h . She d i s c u s s e s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  th e
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s e x e s  I n  c h o ic e  and  f re q u e n c y  o f  l e x i c a l  i te m s  a s  i n d ic a t e d  

by  wom en'8 "m ore p r e c i s e  d i s c r im i n a t io n s  i n  nam ing c o lo r s  

th a n  men . . . , "  r o u t i n e l y  u s in g  te rm s  l i k e  " b e ig e ,  e c r u ,  

a q u a m a rin e , an d  la v e n d e r "  w hich m o st men do n o t  have i n  

t h e i r  a o t iv e  v o c a b u la r i e s  ( p .  ^ 9 )»  L a k o ff  e x p la in s  why t h i s  

i s  s o t

Men te n d  to  r e l e g a t e  t o  women th in g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  
o f  c o n c e rn  to  them , o r  do n o t in v o lv e  t h e i r  e g o s . 
Among th e s e  a r e  p ro b lem s o f  f i n e  c o lo r  d i s c r im in ­
a t i o n  • • . s in c e  women a re  n o t  e x p e c te d  to  make
d e c i s i o n s  on im p o r ta n t  m a t t e r s ,  l i k e  w hat k in d  o f  
jo b  to  h o ld ,  th e y  a re  r e l e g a t e d  th e  n o n - c r u c i a l  
d e c i s i o n s  a s  a  so p . D e c id in g  w h e th e r  to  name 
a  c o l o r  ' l a v e n d e r '  o r  'm au v e ' i s  one su ch  sop  
( p .  ^ 9 ) •

L a k o ff  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  women use  w eak er e x p le t i v e s  . 

t h a n  mem "Women a re  m ore l i k e l y  to  s a y  "oh d e a r , "  " g o o d n e s s ,"

o r  " fu d g e ,"  w h ile  men u s e  s t r o n g e r  e x p le t i v e s  l i k e  s h i t  and

damn and h e l l , f o r  ex am p le . T h u s, g iv e n  th e  fo l lo w in g  two 

s e n te n c e s ,  L a k o f f  a rg u e s  ( p .  5 0 ) ,  m ost l i s t e n e r s  w ould i d e n t ­

i f y  th e  l a t t e r  a s  "m en 's  la n g u a g e "*

1 . Oh d e a r ,  y o u 'v e  p u t  th e  p e a n u t  b u t t e r  i n  th e  
r e f r i g e r a t o r  a g a in .

2 .  S h i t ,  y o u 'v e  p u t t h e  p e a n u t b u t t e r  i n  th e  
r e f r i g e r a t o r  a g a in .

H ence , a c c o rd in g  to  L a k o f f ,  men a r e  a llo w e d  " s t r o n g e r "  means 

o f  e x p r e s s io n  th a n  a re  now open t o  women, w hich  f u r t h e r  r e i n ­

f o r c e s  m en 's  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e n g th  i n  th e  r e a l  w o rld . F u r th e r ,  

" i f  someone i s  a llo w e d  to  show e m o tio n s , an d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  

d o e s ,  o th e r s  may w e ll  be a b le  to  v iew  him a s  a  r e a l  i n d i v i d ­

u a l  i n  h i s  own r i g h t ,  a s  th e y  c o u ld  n o t i f  he n e v e r  showed 

e m o tio n ."  From t h i s  we l e a r n  t h a t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  A nglo-
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A m erican s t e r e o t y p e s v men a r e  th e  e m o tio n a l s e x ,  and  t h a t  

t h e i r  u n ch eck ed  to n g u e s  and te m p e rs  have  h e lp e d  them  

a c h ie v e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ,  s o c i a l  and  econom ic h a p p in e ss *

L a k o ff  e x p la in s  t h a t  women a r e  m ore l i k e l y  to  u se  

a d j e c t i v e s  l i k e  " a d o r a b le ,"  " c h a rm in g ,"  " lo v e l y , "  " d iv in e "  

w h ile  m a le s  u se  " n e u t r a l "  a d j e c t i v e s  su c h  a s  " g r e a t , "  

" t e r r i f i c , "  " n e a t . "  She c la im s  t h a t  t h e  wom en's w ords su g ­

g e s t  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n t  i s  f r i v o l o u s ,  t r i v i a l  and  u n im p o rt­

a n t  t o  th e  w o rld  a t  l a r g e .  (T his r e s e a r c h e r  h a s  v e ry  r a r e l y  

h e a rd  women u se  th e  w ords " a d o ra b le "  and  " d iv in e "  b u t  h a s  

h e a rd  many women u s e  th e  w ords " g r e a t "  and " t e r r i f i c " . )

I n  r e g a r d  to  s y n ta x ,  L a k o ff  s a y s  t h a t  women m ore o f t e n  

u se  t a g - q u e s t io n s  (" J o h n  i s  h e r e ,  i s n ' t  h e ?"  a s  opposed  to  

th e  d i r e c t  q u e s t io n  fo rm , " I s  Jo h n  h e r e ? " ) .  The t a g  form  i s  

u s e d  when t h e  s p e a k e r  i s  s t a t i n g  a  c la im  b u t  l a c k s  f u l l  con­

f id e n c e  i n  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h a t  c la im i  i t  g iv e s  th e  a d d re s s e e  

le e w a y , n o t  f o r c in g  him to  go a lo n g  w ith  th e  v iew s o f  th e  

s p e a k e r  w h ich  i s  a n o th e r  way i n  w hich  w om en's sp e ec h  p a t ­

t e r n s  a v o id  m aking  s t r o n g  s t a te m e n t s .  L a k o ff  n o te s  t h a t  

women a r e  m ore l i k e l y  to  couch  w ish e s  i n  th e  fo rm  o f  r e ­

q u e s t s  r a t h e r  th a n  commands, ( th e  m ale p r o v in c e ) ,  so a s  t o  

a v o id  im p o s in g  v iew s o r  c la im s  on  th e  a d d r e s s e e ,  seem ing  t o  

be more p o l i t e .

L a k o ff  d o es  n o t  i n d i c a t e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  a  c e r t a i n  g ro u p  

o f  women e v e r  u se  s t r o n g  e x p l e t i v e s ,  o r  i f  a  c e r t a i n  g ro u p  

o f  men e v e r  r e f r a i n  from  u s in g  s t r o n g  e x p l e t i v e s .  T h is  i s  

j u s t  one o f  L a k o f f* s  u n su p p o r te d  a s s e r t i o n s  a b o u t  wom en's
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la n g u a g e  t h a t  c o u ld  be r e f o r m u la te d  a s  a n  h y p o t h e s i s ( th e n  

t e s t e d  i n  a  c o n t r o l l e d  e x p e r im e n t o r  checked  f o r  v a l i d i t y  

a g a i n s t  d a ta  g a th e r e d  i n  n a t u r a l  sp e e c h  s i t u a t i o n s *  L a k o ff* s  

i s  a  s u b je c t iv e  v iew  r a t h e r  th a n  an  o b je c t iv e  one even  

th o u g h  she i s  a p p a r e n t ly  w r i t i n g  a s  a n  o b s e r v e r .  L a k o ff  

h e r s e l f  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  d a t a  on w hich  she b a se d  h e r  c la im s  

"have b een  g a th e re d  m a in ly  by in t r o s p e c t io n *  I  have e x ­

am ined  my own sp e e c h  and t h a t  o f  my a c q u a in ta n c e s *  and have 

u se d  my own i n t u i t i o n s  i n  a n a ly z in g  i t .  I  h av e  a l s o  made 

u s e  o f  th e  m ed ia  . . . ( p .  U6),H However, i n  d e fe n s e  o f  h e r  

m e th o d , L a k o ff  s a y s  t h a t*  " I f  we a r e  t o  hav e  a  good sam ple  

o f  d a ta  to  a n a ly z e ,  t h i s  w i l l  have  to  e l i c i t e d  a r t i f i c i a l l y  

from  someone* I  su b m it I  am a s  good an  a r t i f i c i a l  so u rc e  o f  

d a t a  a s  anyone (p .  4-7)•"

A lth o u g h  L a k o ff  (1973) r e f e r s  t o  "women"s la n g u a g e ,"  

sh e  seem s to  be u s in g  th e  te rm  la n g u a g e  i n  a  lo o s e  se n se  

s in c e  no one c la im s  t h a t  women and  men u se  m u tu a l ly  u n i n t e l ­

l i g i b l e  co d es  i n  E n g l is h  o r  i n  a n y  o t h e r  la n g u a g e .  E rv in -  

T r i p p 's  (1972) te rm  " s t y l e , "  w hich  s u g g e s ts  th e  c o -o c c u re n c e  

o f  l i n g u i s t i c  f e a t u r e s ,  seem s to  be a  m ore a p p r o p r i a t e  d e s ig ­

n a t i o n  f o r  th e  sp e ec h  p a t t e r n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  men and  w ith  

women. A n o th e r r e l e v a n t  te rm  i s  " v a r i e t y , "  (F ish m an , 1 9 7 2 ), 

w hich  r e f e r s  to  "a k in d  o f  la n g u a g e ,"  and  in c l u d e s ,  f o r  ex ­

a m p le , d i a l e c t s  (b o th  s o c i a l  and r e g i o n a l ) ,  d i s t i n c t i v e  

fo rm s a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  e th n ic  o r  r e l i g i o u s  g ro u p s , an d  th e  

s p e c i a l i z e d  lan g u a g e  o f  o c c u p a t io n a l  g ro u p s .  I n  F is h m a n 's  

te rm in o lo g y , " v a r i e ty "  d e s ig n a te s  "a  member o f  a  v e r b a l
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r e p e r t o i r e . "  However, s in c e  th e  te rm  "w om en's la n g u a g e "  i s  

so  p r e v a l e n t  i n  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  and h a s  come to  be known a s  

a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  we w i l l  c o n tin u e  i t s  u se  

i n  t h i s  s tu d y .

I t  i s  a  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  t e n e t  t h a t  se x  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

la n g u a g e  may v a ry  w ith  g ro u p  s i t u a t i o n  and  r o l e  and  Key 

(1 9 7 2 ) s t r e s s e s  th e  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  c o n c e p t i n  th e  exam ina­

t i o n  o f  m a le /fe m a le  la n g u a g e . She e x p la in s  t h a t  "many o f  

th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w hich a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  m ale and fem a le  b e ­

h a v io r  a r e  m ixed i n  com plex ways w ith  o t h e r  d im e n s io n s  o f  

b e h a v io r .  D i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  th e  m ale  and  fem a le  a r e  p ro b ­

a b ly  n o t  a s  g r e a t  a s  'w h a t e v e ry o n e  know s' them  to  be 

( p .  1 6 ) . "  R e se a rc h  do es in d e e d  show t h a t  " th e r e  a r e  d i f f e r ­

e n c e s "  i n  m a le s ' and  f e m a le s ' l i n g u i s t i c  b e h a v io r  " a s  w e l l  

a s  i n  r e f e r e n c e s  made to  m ale and  fem a le  b u t  th e s e  d i f f e r ­

e n c e s  may n o t  o c c u r  when s p e a k e rs  a r e  i n  r o l e s  o th e r  th a n  th e  

s e x  r o l e "  ( p .  2 9 ) ,

Key a g re e s  w ith  l a k o f f  a b o u t th e  a r e a  o f  s o - c a l l e d  

" c o a r s e  la n g u a g e " . H ow ever, Key a m p l i f i e s  t h e  c o n c e p t t h a t  

men a r e  p e rm i t te d  s t r o n g e r  la n g u a g e  th a n  women by  s t a t i n g  

t h a t  women b e l i e v e  and have  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  a re  p e rp e tu a ­

t i n g  f e m in in i ty  by a c c e p t in g  th e  lo w e r  s t a t u s  t h a t  h a s  b een  

im posed  on  them  by th e  " l i m i t a t i o n s "  i n  th e  f e m a le 's  l i n ­

g u i s t i c  h a b i t s .  She s a y s  t h a t  women have a l s o  b een  k e p t  o u t  

o f  th e  ru n n in g  by th e  u se  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  to  th e  

e f f e c t  t h a t  i t  i s  r i g h t  and  th e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  o f  t h in g s  f o r  

t h e  woman to  be  l im i t e d  i n  h e r  l i n g u i s t i c  h a b i t s  i n  o r d e r  to
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m a in ta in  th e  womanly im ag e . Key s t a t e s  t h a t  th e s e  a r e  

p o w e rfu l b e l i e f s  i n  th e  m inds o f  fe m a le s  who w ant t o  be 

' r e a l  l a d i e s '  and i n  th e  m inds o f  m a le s  who t r e a s u r e  and  

r e v e r e  t h e i r  ' t r u e  l a d i e s '  ( p .  1 0 2 ) .

To s t r e t c h  a  p o i n t ,  T r u d g i l l  (1 9 7 4 ) comments on  t h i s  

a r e a  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  th e  f e m a le 's  l i n g u i s t i c  h a b i t s  when 

he s t a t e s  t h a t  WC (w o rk in g  c l a s s )  sp e e c h  h a s  c o n n o ta t io n s  

o f  m a s c u l in i t y  b e c a u se  i t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  ro u g h n e s s  and 

to u g h n e s s  w hich a r e ,  t o  an  e x t e n t ,  d e s i r a b l e  m a s c u lin e  a t ­

t r i b u t e s .  They a r e  n o t ,  on th e  o t h e r  h a n d , c o n s id e r e d  to  

be  d e s i r a b l e  fe m in in e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  

r e f in e m e n t  and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  a r e  much p r e f e r r e d  ( p .  9 4 ) ,

Many s t u d i e s  seem c o n te n t  t o  s u g g e s t  o r  docum ent one 

more ty p e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  women a n d  m en. H ow ever, 

d i f f e r e n c e  i s  o n ly  one  p a r t  o f  th e  p i c t u r e  an d  th e  f a c t  o f  

m ale  dom inance w hich  i s  b u i l t  i n t o  th e  eco n o m ic , f a m i ly ,  

p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  s o c i e t y  i s  a l s o  c e n t r a l  

t o  la n g u a g e  and s p e e c h . I t  i s  th e  la n g u a g e  w h ich  a id s  i n  

th e  e n a c tm e n t and t r a n s m is s io n  o f  e v e ry  ty p e  o f  i n e q u a l i t y ,  

in c lu d in g  t h a t  b e tw een  th e  s e x e s .  As H e n le y  (1974) s a y s t  

" I t  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  'm i c r o p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e '  t h a t  h e lp s  

m a in ta in  th e  l a r g e r  p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m ic  s t r u c t u r e . "

Term s a p p l ie d  t o  women a r e  n a r ro w e r  i n  r e f e r e n c e  th a n  

th o s e  a p p l i e d  to  men, and  th e y  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  assum e 

d e ro g a to ry  se x u a l c o n n o ta t io n s  w hich o v e rsh ad o w  o t h e r  mean­

in g  ( S c h u lz ,  1975; S a p o r ta ,  1974; L a k o f f ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  T h is  d e r ­

o g a t io n  and  o v e r g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  p ro c e s s  o f
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8 te r o ty p in g  and  i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  dom­

in a n c e *  e . g . ,  r a c i a l  and  e th n i c  s i t u a t i o n s .

S c h u lz  (1975) e x p la in s  th a t*

An a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  u s e d  by  men to  d i s ­
c u s s  and  d e s c r ib e  women r e v e a l s  so m e th in g  a b o u t 
m ale  a t t i t u d e s ,  f e a r s ,  and  p r e j u d i c e s  c o n c e rn in g  
th e  fe m a le  s e x .  A gain  an d  a g a in  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  
o f  th e  la n g u a g e , one f i n d s  t h a t  a  p e r f e c t l y  i n ­
n o c e n t  te rm  d e s ig n a t in g  a  g i r l  o r  woman may b e g in  
w ith  t o t a l l y  n e u t r a l  o r  e v e n  p o s i t i v e  c o n n o ta ­
t i o n s ,  b u t  t h a t  g r a d u a l ly  i t  a c q u i r e s  n e g a t iv e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  a t  f i r s t  p e rh a p s  o n ly  s l i g h t l y  d i s ­
p a r a g in g ,  b u t  a f t e r  a  p e r io d  o f  tim e  becom ing  
a b u s iv e  and e n d in g  a s  a  s e x u a l  s l u r  ( p .  6 5 ) .

Schulz ( i b i d )  g iv e s  ex am p les i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  d isp a ra g e m e n t 

g r a v i t a t e s  more to w a rd  te rm s  f o r  women t h a n  f o r  m en. She 

c o m p ares , f o r  ex am p le , th e  c o n n o ta t io n s  o f  b a c h e lo r  w ith  

th o s e  o f  s p i n s t e r  o r  o ld  m aid  o r  th e  in n o c u o u s n e s s  o f  w a r lo c k  

w i th  th e  i n s i n u a t i o n s  o f  w i tc h .  A ls o , when a  te rm  d e s ig n a ­

t i n g  a  man i s  u se d  to  d e n o te  a  woman, t h e r e  i s  u s u a l l y  no 

a f f r o n t .  However, when a  te rm  g e n e r a l l y  a p p l i e d  to  a  woman 

i s  u se d  to  d e s ig n a te  a  man t h e r e  i s  p r o b a b ly  a n  i n s u l t  im­

p l i e d  (o p . c i t . ) .

S a p o r ta  (197*0 a l s o  comments upon  t h e  e v id e n c e  i n  th e  

la n g u a g e  c o n n o tin g  th e  fem a le  s t e r e o ty p e  a n d  d i s c u s s e s  th e  

a sy m m e trie s  t h a t  a r e  common i n  th e  l e x i c o n  an d  c i t e s  th e  

fo l lo w in g  exam ples*  “a l th o u g h  man and boy  may c o rre s p o n d  

t o  woman and g i r l , t h e r e  i s  no e q u iv a le n t  f o r  g uy . The w ords 

f o r  m a les  seem to  p ro v id e  f o r  a  g e n e r a l  a g e l e s s  c a te g o r y  n o t  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  fe m a le s  ( p .  3 ) . "

S u a rd ie z  (1973)* i n  a  M a s t e r 's  T h e s is  c o n c e rn in g  sex ism  

i n  th e  S p a n ish  la n g u a g e , a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  a sym m etry  i n  t h a t  she
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s a y s  t h a t  "one o f  my p r i n c i p a l  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  d e c id in g  when 

a  l e x i c a l  ite m  o r  e x p re s s io n  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  a n  a n a l y s i s  

o f  sex ism  i n  th e  la n g u a g e  h a s  been  asym m etrys asym m etry  i n  

m ean in g , w here th e  fe m in in e  form  o f  a  word h a s  a  m ean ing  

d i f f e r e n t  from  t h a t  o f  th e  m a s c u l in e ,  ( e . g . ,  in n o c e n te  o n ly  

m eans " n o t  g u i l t y "  when s a i d  o f  a  m an, b u t  may mean " v i r g in "  

when a p p l i e d  to  a  woman) ( p .  6 ) .

R e ik  (1953) m e n tio n s  w hat he t h i n k s  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

th e  w ays t h a t  men and  women u se  th e  same w o rd s . A word su ch  

a s  " s e x ,"  " lo v e ,"  o r  "home" m ig h t have  d i f f e r e n t  c o n n o ta t io n s  

f o r  t h e  two s e x e s .

C la rk  (1977) a l s o  comments a b o u t  sex ism  i n  la n g u a g e  and 

s t a t e s  t h a t  " th e  p rob lem  w ith  sex ism  i n  la n g u a g e  i s  t h a t  i t  

r e f l e c t s  and  h e lp s  p e r p e tu a t e  se x ism  i n  s o c i e t y .  I t  i s  

s i m p l i s t i c  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  by  c h a n g in g  a  few  v o c a b u la ry  i te m s  

we c a n  change s o c i e t y ;  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  s i m p l i s t i c  t o  hope t h a t  

in c r e a s e d  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  ways i n  w hich  la n g u a g e  r e f l e c t s  

u n d e r ly in g  p r e j u d i c e s  w i l l  be p a r t  o f  th e  c l im a te  n e c e s s a r ­

i l y  p r e c e d in g  change (p .  **)."

I t  h a s  b een  fo u n d  t h a t  women u se  l i n g u i s t i c  fo rm s 

a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  p r e s t i g e  norm m ore f r e q u e n t l y  th a n  do men. 

Labov (1966) fo u n d  t h a t  i n  c a r e f u l  sp e e c h  women u se  fe w e r 

s t ig m a t iz e d  fo rm s th a n  men o r  f e e l  f r e e r  to  acknow ledge them ; 

lo w e r  m id d le  c l a s s  women show th e  m o st e x tre m e  form  o f  t h i s  

b e h a v io r .  T here  a r e  im p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  r o l e  o f  women i n  

f u r t h e r i n g  l i n g u i s t i c  change (p .  2 8 8 ) .  R ecen t s t u d i e s  i n  

New Y ork , D e t r o i t ,  and  C hicago  a l s o  show t h a t  women u se  more
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e x a c t  word form s i n  t h e i r  c a s u a l  s p e e c h , and c o r r e c t  more 

s h a r p ly  to  th e  o t h e r  ex trem e  i n  t h e i r  fo rm a l s p e e c h . Labov 

(1970) s t a t e s  t h a t  " th e  p a t t e r n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m arked i n  

lo w e r  m id d le - c la s s  women, who show th e  m o st ex trem e  form  o f  

t h i s  b e h a v io r ."  H ow ever, he a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  " th e r e  i s  

some q u e s t io n  a s  to  w h e th e r  lo w e r  c l a s s  women a r e  a l s o  more 

s e n s i t i v e  t o  s o c i a l  norm s o f  sp e e c h  ( p .  1 9 7 )•"

Women do n o t ,  how ever a lw a y s  l e a d  i n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  l i n ­

g u i s t i c  ch an g e ; L abov*s s tu d y  o f  th e  sp e e c h  o f  M a rth a *3 

V in ey ard  (1963) found  m ale  s p e a k e r s  c a r r i e d  some new fo rm s; 

T r u d g i l l  (1972) s u g g e s ts  t h a t  i n  N orw ich  men l e a d  i n  th e  u se  

o f  new v e r n a c u la r  fo rm s i n  c a s u a l  s p e e c h . T r u d g i l l  s a y s  

t h a t  th e  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  women i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  i s  l e s s  

s e c u r e  th a n  t h a t  o f  men, and g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  s u b o rd in a te  

t o  t h a t  o f  m en. I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  m ore n e c e s s a r y  f o r  women 

t o  s e c u re  and  s ig n a l  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  • • . ,  

and  th e y  a r e  more aw are o f  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h i s  ty p e  o f  

s i g n a l  (p . 9*0 • One c o u ld  s a y  th e n ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t h a t  

women le a d  i n  l i n g u i s t i c  c h an g e , b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  th e  s e x u a l  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  sp e ec h  o f t e n  p la y s  a  m a jo r  r o l e  i n  th e  

m echanism  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  e v o lu t io n .
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CONCLUSION

It is the aim of this study to contribute to the grow­
ing body of research in the area of Women's Language, The 
particular interest of this researcher is in the develop­
ment of attitudes via the linguistic environment since 
language exists not in a social vacuum but at the very core 
of human interaction.

The question of whether or not language affects the 
thought and culture of the people who use it remains to be 
answered. Even if we were to agree that it does* we would 
have difficulty calculating the extent to which the language 
we use influences our society. There is no doubt, on the 
other hand, that a language reflects the thoughts, attitudes, 
and culture of the people who make it and use it.

A distinction in the speech of men and women, sometimes 
quite extensive and sometimes confined to only a few ex­
pressions, is a not uncommon linguistic phenomenon. It 
would also appear that there is linguistic evidence in 
scattered instances, that the existence of these distinctions 
is associated with an assertion of masculine superiority.
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CHAPTER I I  

THE PRESENT STUDY

T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  a t te m p t  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r t i n  

a c t u a l i t y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  l i n g u i s t i c  d ich o to m y  w hich  i s  g o v e rn ed  

b y  o u r  s o c i a l  e n v iro n m en t and o u r  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  

th e  m ale  and fem a le  and t h e i r  r o l e s  i n  s o c i e t y .

T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  exam ine th e  h y p o th e s is  t h a t  p r e -  and  

p o s t - p u b e r ty  fe m a le s  a s  opposed  to  p r e -  and  p o s t - p u b e r ty  

m a les*  when t e s t e d  w ith  w r i t t e n  ta s k s *  w i l l s

1 .  Use m ore w ords on  th e  b a s i s  o f  t o t a l  w ords u s e d .

2 .  Use fe w e r s e n te n c e s .

3* Use fe w e r  e x p l e t i v e s .

The s tu d y  w i l l  a l s o  a t te m p t  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  o r

n o t*  w ith  d e v e lo p m e n t, t h e r e  i s  an y  change i n  th e  " fem a le  

s t e r e o t y p e , "  A num ber o f  q u e r i e s  need  to  be p o s i t e d .  Does 

th e  so c io -e c o n o m ic  and e d u c a t io n a l  b ack g ro u n d  o f  p a r e n t s  

hav e  a n y th in g  to  do w ith  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  a  fem a le  s t e r e o ­

ty p e ?  W ill fe m a le s  from  an  u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  b ack g ro u n d  be 

l e s s  t y p i c a l  th a n  th o s e  o f  a  lo w e r  m id d le  c l a s s  b ack g ro u n d ?  

The a s su m p tio n  i s  t h a t  l i n g u i s t i c  change a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

ch an g e  i n  th e  s o c i a l  b ack g ro u n d  o r  e n v iro n m e n t w i l l  m a n i f e s t  

i t s e l f  f i r s t  i n  th e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s .  Labov (1971) s t a t e s  t h a t  

" lo w e r  m id d le  c l a s s  s p e a k e r s  te n d  to  a d o p t t h e  fo rm a l sp eech  

p a t t e r n s  o f  th e  y o u n g e r, u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  s p e a k e r s .  T h is  

te n d e n c y  p r o v id e s  fe e d b a c k  m echanism  w hich  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  

c a p a b le  o f  a c c e l e r a t i n g  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  an y  p r e s t i g e
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f e a t u r e  ( p .  1 0 1 ) ."

W arshay (1 9 7 1 ) i n  h e r  study*  "Sex D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  L anguage 

S t y l e , "  a l s o  em ployed th e  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e  and was a b le  t o  

d e te rm in e  t h a t  " th e  m ale  i s  more a c t i v e ,  more e g o - in v o lv e d  

i n  w hat he d o e s , and  i s  l e s s  c o n ce rn e d  a b o u t o t h e r s .  The 

fem a le  a d u l t  " e x h i b i t s  c o n c e rn  w ith  'b e in g *  ( p p .  8 - 9 ) . "

The s tu d y  w i l l  a t te m p t  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  fe m a le s  u s e  

m ore w ords th a n  m a le s  b a se d  on  th e  t o t a l  w ords u s e d .

M e re d ity , Hobby and  C ra ik  ( 1969 ) s t a t e  t h a t  "women a t t a i n e d  

a  h ig h e r  m ean word c o u n t th a n  men i n  e i g h t  o f  n in e  d e s c r i p ­

t i o n s  i n  a  g iv e n  k in d  o f  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n . "  One t h i r d  o f  

th e  c o m p a riso n s  o f  th e  se x  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t .

H ow ever, Wood ( 1966 ) s t a t e s  t h a t  "men te n d  to  u se  m ore 

w ords p e r  u t t e r a n c e  i n  a  g iv e n  v e r b a l  t a s k  th a n  do women 

(p* 1 3 9 )•"  These r e s e a r c h e r s  have had  c o n f l i c t i n g  r e s u l t s  

w i th  o r a l  t a s k s .  I t  i s  th e  c o n te n t io n  h e re  t h a t  w r i t t e n  

t a s k s  m ig h t p ro v id e  y e t  a n o th e r  d im e n sio n  t o  th e  p rob lem  o f  

d e te rm in in g  w h e th e r  fe m a le s  ( a s  opposed  -to m a le s )  u s e  more 

w ords on th e  b a s i s  o f  t o t a l  w ords u s e d .

I t  w ould be  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  w h e th e r  th e  w r i t t e n  

r e s p o n s e s  v a r y  g r e a t l y  from  th o s e  r e s p o n s e s  d e r iv e d  from  o r a l  

t e s t i n g  and  w hat th o s e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i f  a n y , mean i n  te rm s  o f  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .

H i a t t  (1977) i n  r e f e r e n c e  to  s e n te n c e  l e n g t h  s t a t e s  

t h a t  "an  e x a m in a tio n  o f  one a s p e c t  o f  w r i t i n g  s t y l e  -  

. s e n te n c e  l e n g th  -  o f f e r s  no s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s ,  t h a t
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women a c q u i r e  and  u se  w ords more e a s i l y  th a n  do men, f o r  i n  

g e n e r a l , th e  women i n  H i a t t ' s  s tu d y  p h ra s e d  t h e i r  th o u g h ts  

i n  s h o r t e r  r a t h e r  th a n  lo n g e r  u n i t s  th an , d id  th e  m en. I n  

w r i t t e n  s t y l e ,  t h e  women a r e  more t e r s e  th a n  th e  men ( p .  2 1 ) .  

I n  t h i s  s tu d y  we w i l l  t r y  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  fe m a le s  u s e  

fe w e r  s e n te n c e s  th a n  do m a le s  and th u s  d e m o n s tra te  t e r s e n e s s  

a s  H i a t t  found  fem a le  w r i t e r s  t o  be c o m p a ra t iv e ly  t e r s e  and  

th e  men to  be c o m p a ra t iv e ly  lo n g -w in d e d  an d  w ordy ( p .  1 2 1 ) ,

I n  f a c t ,  H i a t t  c la im s  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  s e n te n c e  l e n g th  i s  con­

c e r n e d ,  t h e r e  i s  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  w h a ts o e v e r  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  

t h a t  th e  " m a s c u lin e " s t y l e  i s  t e r s e  an d  th e  " fe m in in e "  s t y l e  

i s  v e r b o s e .  I f  a n y th in g ,  th e  o p p o s i te  i s  t r u e  ( p .  3 8 ) .

W hether o r  n o t  women u se  a s  many e x p l e t i v e s  a s  men h a s  

b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t e d  from  v a r io u s  p o i n t s  o f  v ie w . F le x n e r  

( I9 6 0 )  w r i t e s ,  i n  th e  p r e f a c e  to  th e  D ic t io n a r y  o f  A m erican  . 

S la n g  t

I n  my w ork i n  t h i s  d i c t i o n a r y ,  I  w as c o n s t a n t ly  
aw are t h a t  m ost A m erican  s la n g  i s  c r e a t e d  and  u se d  
by m a le s .  Many ty p e s  o f  s l a n g  w o rd s  —  i n c lu d in g  
th e  ta b o o  and s t r o n g ly  d e ro g a to r y  o n e s ,  t h o s e  r e ­
f e r r i n g  to  s e x ,  women, w ork , m oney, w h isk e y , 
p o l i t i c s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s p o r t s ,  and  th e  l i k e  —  
r e f e r  p r im a r i l y  to  m ale e n d e a v o r  a n d  i n t e r e s t .
The m a j o r i t y  o f  e n t r i e s  i n  t h i s  d i c t i o n a r y  c o u ld  
be l a b e l l e d  " p r im a r i ly  m a s c u lin e  u s e • • • . “ Men 
a l s o  t e n d  to  a v o id  w ords t h a t  so u n d  fe m in in e  o r  
w eak. Thus t h e r e  a r e  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  
s ta n d a r d  v o c a b u la r ie s  o f  men and women.

L a k o ff  (1973) n o te s  t h a t  w h ile  e x p l e t i v e s  a r e  u s e d  by 

b o th  men and women i n  A m erican  s o c i e t y ,  " th e  ' s t r o n g e r '  

e x p l e t i v e s  a r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  men, and  th e  'w e a k e r ' o n es  f o r  

wom en." L a k o f f ,  i n  c o n te n d in g  t h a t  women u s e  w eaker e x p le ­
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t i v e s  th a n  men i s  p ro b a b ly  r e f e r r i n g  to  h e r  own age  g ro u p  

( a p p ro x im a te ly  i n  th e  t h i r t i e s ) .  Thus* la n g u a g e  b e h a v io r  i s  

v a r i a b l e  and d e p e n d e n t upon  dom ain , mood, i d e n t i t y  and o th e r  

i n t e r a c t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s .  T here  i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  fe m a le s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  age  g ro u p s  a c t  d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  la n g u a g e  b e ­

h a v io r  v i s  a  v i s  e x p le t iv e s *  y o u n g e r women seem in g  to  u se  

s t r o n g  e x p le t i v e s  more f r e e l y ,  w h ile  o ld e r  women ( th o s e  

o v e r  55) seem  to  f i t  th e  m odel L a k o f f  s u g g e s t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  

n e g a t in g  th e  u se  o f  th e s e  ' s t r o n g e r '  e x p le t i v e s  ev en  i n  

more in t im a te  s i t u a t i o n s .

C o n k lin  (1973) i n  re s p o n d in g  t o  Labov*s (1968) s t a t e ­

m ent t h a t  "m a les  a r e  th e  c h i e f  e x e m p la rs  o f  th e  v e r n a c u la r  

c u l t u r e "  s a y s  t h a t  th e r e  i s  "no c o n c lu s iv e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  f e ­

m a le s  do n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  i n  th e  v e r n a c u la r  c u l t u r e .  

S o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  d a ta  do n o t  show t h a t  women a r e  l e s s  n on ­

s ta n d a r d  i n  c a s u a l ,  r e l a x e d ,  n a t u r a l  sp e e c h , o n ly  t h a t  th e y  

a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e i r  m o st r e l a x e d  sp e ec h  s t y l e s  

i n  f r o n t  o f  a  l i n g u i s t i c  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a  m ale 

i n v e s t i g a t o r  ( p .  1 1 ) ."  And, a s  sh e  f u r t h e r  re m a rk s , th e  

f e m a le -o n ly  g ro u p  h a s  r a r e l y  been  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and m ale 

sp e e c h  h a s  s im p ly  b een  s tu d ie d  m ore th a n  fe m a le  sp eech s n o t  

o n ly  t h a t ,  i t  h a s  b een  r e p o r t e d  a s  i f  i t  i s  th e  sp e ec h  o f  

b o th  s e x e s .

O l iv e r  and  R ubin  (1975) to o k  e x c e p t io n  to  L a k o f f 's  con­

c lu s io n s  a b o u t e x p le t i v e s  and a d m in is te r e d  a  w r i t t e n  q u e s t io n ­

n a i r e  t o  a  g ro u p  o f  O l i v e r 's  f r i e n d s  and a c q u a in ta n c e s .  They 

f e l t  t h a t ,  w i th in  th e  g ro u p , two v a r i a b l e s  m ig h t a f f e c t  th e
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r e s u l t s t

1* w h e th e r  th e  women w ere m a r r ie d  o r  n o t .

2 .  w h e th e r  th e  women s a i d  t h e y  f e l t  th e y  w ere 
l i b e r a t e d  o r  n o t .

O l iv e r  and R ubin fo u n d  th a t*

1 . t h e r e  r e a l l y  a r e  some c l e a r c u t  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e tw een  so c a l l e d  s t r o n g  and  weak e x p le t i v e s  
a s  L a k o ff  s u g g e s te d  i n  h e r  a r t i c l e .

2 .  t h a t  a l l  women v a ry  t h e i r  u sag e  d e p en d in g  on 
th e  f o r m a l i t y  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  d e g re e  o f  
in t im a c y  and  th e  n eed  to  p u t  f o r t h  t h e i r  
i d e n t i t y .

3* t h a t  m a r r ie d  and  s i n g l e  women b o th  s h a re  an d  
d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  u se  o f  t h e s e  e x p l e t i v e s  
( th o u g h  s i n g l e  women g e n e r a l l y  u s e  them  more 
f r e q u e n t l y ) .

4 ,  t h a t  women who s a id  t h e y  a r e  w o rk in g  on  b e in g  
l i b e r a t e d  te n d  to  u se  th e  e x p le t i v e s  more 
f r e q u e n t ly  th a n  e i t h e r  th o s e  who s a id  th e y  
f e e l  c o m p le te ly  l i b e r a t e d  o r  th o s e  who s a i d  
th e y , f e e l  n o t  a t  a l l  l i b e r a t e d  ( p .  1 9 6 ) .

The a u th o r s  co n c lu d e  t h a t  i f  t h e i r  s tu d y  had  b een  done 

w ith  women i n  th e  20 -  4o age  g ro u p , th e y  m ig h t have fo u n d  

t h a t  th e  u se  o f  s t r o n g  e x p l e t i v e s  w as f a r  g r e a t e r .  A ls o , 

th e y  d id  n o t  exam ine th e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  men i n  th e  same age 

g ro u p  and  s o c i a l  c l a s s .

B a i le y  and  Timm (1 9 7 6 ) ,  i n  a  fo l lo w -u p  o f  th e  O l iv e r  

and  R ub in  s tu d y ,  w ere a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t e s t i n g  th e  L a k o ff  

(1973) a s s e r t i o n  t h a t ,  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a t  l e a s t ,  women 

do n o t  i n  g e n e r a l  u se  s t r o n g  e x p le t i v e s  su ch  a s  " S h i t , "  

"Damn," " F u c k ,"  e t c . ,  th e s e  b e in g  r e s e r v e d  i n  th e  m ain  f o r  

m ale  s p e a k e r s  o f  A m erican E n g l i s h ,  w ho, a c c o r d in g ly ,  a r e  

th o u g h t  (by  L a k o f f )  to  e n jo y  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a d v a n ta g e s  o f
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p o s s e s s in g  a  more v ig o ro u s  an d  e f f e c t i v e  m eans o f  s e l f -  

e x p re s s io n  th a n  do women*

The p u rp o se  o f  B a ile y  an d  Tim m 's w ork was t o  se e  i f *  

i n  a  s e l f - r e p o r t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  u se  o f  

s t r o n g  e x p le t i v e s  w ould em erge a c r o s s  s e x  and  age  l in e s *  

T h e ir  s tu d y ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  com plem ents t h a t  o f  O l iv e r  

and  R ubin who d id  n o t  s u rv e y  men o r  y o u n g e r  women. I t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  r e s u l t s  th e r e  i s  

a  h ig h  in c id e n c e  o f  s t r o n g  e x p l e t i v e s  among th e  women aged  

31 to  3k, They s t a t e  t h a t  a  p o s s ib l e  - f a c to r  in v o lv e d  i n  

t h i s  in c r e a s e d  te n d e n c y  to  u s e  's t r o n g  la n g u a g e*  may w e ll  b e , 

a s  O l iv e r  and  R ubin  r e p o r t ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a f f i l i a t i o n  to  o r  

sym pathy  w ith  th e  wom en's l i b e r a t i o n  m ovem ent; o r ,  i t  may be 

th e  f r u i t  o f  a  m ore open  and  r e la x e d  s e t  o f  a t t i t u d e s  a b o u t 

se x  r u l e s  w hich th e  wom en's movement h a s ,  t o  a  c o n s id e r a b le  

e x t e n t ,  h e lp e d  p ro m u lg a te  ( p .  kk2 ) .

B a ile y  and Timm c o n c lu d e  t h a t  th e  y o u n g e s t  women seem 

i t o  v iew  s t r o n g  e x p le t i v e s  more a s  s t y l i s t i c  d e v ic e s  th a n  a s

e x p re s s io n s  o f  e m o tio n  o r  a t t i t u d e .  They s t a t e  t h a t  f o r  

t h e  y o u n g e s t  g ro u p  th e  e x p l e t i v e s  seem t o  be  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  

o f  m o ra l o r  e t h i c a l  o v e r to n e s ;  how ever, f o r  th e  o l d e r  women 

(and  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  women i n  th e  o l d e s t  g ro u p ) , s t r o n g  

e x p le t i v e s  a p p e a r  s t i l l  t o  p ack  some p ro fa n e  o r  obscene  

p u nch , so t h e i r  dep loym en t may b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  th e  s p e a k e r 's  

e m o tio n a l s t a t e  o r  mood* I t  was im m e d ia te ly  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  

th e  men, o v e r a l l ,  re sp o n d e d  w ith  a  f a r  w id e r  ra n g e  o f  s t r o n g  

e x p le t i v e s  th a n  th e  women d i d .  The w om en's e x p le t i v e s
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c l u s t e r  a ro u n d  Damn (an d  i t s  v a r i a n t s ) *  S h it*  Oh (my) God 

and  Fuck ( p .  4 4 3 ) .  They fo u n d  t h a t  men d id*  o v e r a l l*  u se  

m ore e x p l e t i v e s  th a n  women b u t  t h i s  f i n d i n g  m asks t h e  s i g ­

n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  f a c t o r  o f  a g e .

T hese f i n d in g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n f lu e n c e  o f  age  on  f e ­

m ale  sp e ec h  p a t t e r n s  m ust n o t  be o v e r lo o k e d . M oreover* i t  

i s  d o u b t le s s  th e  c a s e  t h a t  num erous a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  -  

su c h  a s  r e g i o n a l ,  so c io ec o n o m ic  and  e d u c a t io n a l  b ack g ro u n d  -  

a r c  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  im p o rta n c e  i n  s h a p in g  w om en's v e r b a l  b e ­

h a v io r .  I t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  B a i le y  and  

Tim m 's f i n d in g s  w i l l  h o ld  among th e  c u r r e n t  e le m e n ta ry *  h ig h  

s c h o o l  and  c o l l e g e  p o p u la t io n s *  among w hich  th e  fe m a le s  have 

b een  m ore a f f e c t e d  by th e  " o n s la u g h t"  o f  w om en's L ib e r a t io n *  

We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  outcom e o f  a  w r i t t e n  e x e r c is e *  

w h ich  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  th e  u s e  o f  o n e 's  nam e, w h ich  w ould 

e l i c i t  m u lt i -w o rd  c i t a t i o n s  i n  a  g ra m m a tic a l c o n te x t  and  

w ould  m easu re  th e  u se  o r  n o n -u se  o f  e x p l e t i v e s  by  b o th  m a le s  

an d  fe m a le s  i n  t h e  w r i t t e n  fo rm .

S a g a r in  (1 969 ) h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  from  "u n g ram m atica l 

c o n s t r u c t io n s  t o  f o r b id d e n  w o rd s , a  shadow la n g u a g e ,  an  o u t ­

law ed  la n g u a g e , t h r i v e s .  I t  t a k e s  on  many s h a p e s  and  fo rm s , 

6 e rv e s  many p u rp o s e s ,  and  seem s to  be  c l a s s i f i a b l e  i n t o  

c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  o v e r la p  o n ly  s l i g h t l y .  From th e s e  c a t e ­

g o r i e s  one can  r e a d i l y  assum e t h a t  th e  te rm  'e x p l e t i v e s '  

c o v e r s  a  b ro a d  ra n g e  o f  s o - c a l l e d  d i r t y  w ords and th e  sp e ec h  

o f  b lasp h em y  and i t s  c o r r u p t io n  i n t o  n o n -p ro fa n e  s l a n g . "  He 

f u r t h e r  s a y s  th a t*



26

S h o ck in g  and ta b o o e d , t h e s e  w ords a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
em ployed w ith  th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  f r e q u e n c y . I f  one 
f o c u s e s  a t t e n t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on th e  n o n b io lo g i -  
c a l  u s e s  o f  t h e s e  w ords and  p h r a s e s ,  p e rh a p s  one 
c a n  u t i l i z e  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  o u r  la n g u a g e  (a n d  hence  
o u r  c u l t u r e )  to  d e m o n s tra te  how, a s  S a p i r  s t a t e d ,  
la n g u a g e  'p o w e r f u l ly  c o n d i t i o n s  a l l  o u r  t h in k in g  
a b o u t  s o c i a l  p ro b lem s and p r o c e s s e s ' ( p .  2 8 ) .
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I t  w ould seem t h a t  m o st o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  on 

w om en's la n g u a g e  r e f e r s  t o  l im i t e d  p o p u la t i o n s ,  th o s e  o f  

c o l l e g e  age  o r  o l d e r ,  o r  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  T h is  s tu d y  

i s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  t e s t i n g  th e  g ro u p s  i n  be tw een  a s  r e p r e s e n t ­

a t i v e  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  m o re s . I t  h a s  a l s o  b een  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

m ost r e s e a r c h e r s  to  a v o id  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  

t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  a v o id  g e n e r a l i z i n g  by  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a n sw e rin g  

c e r t a i n  q u e s t io n s  r e g a r d in g  one p a r t i c u l a r  dom ain . F u r th e r ,  

a  s tu d y  a n a ly z in g  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  m ig h t p ro v id e  i n s i g h t s  

a b o u t p e r c e iv e d  s e x  r o l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  s t e r e o t y p e s .

A c c o rd in g  to  L a k o ff  (1973) c h i l d r e n  a r e  o s t r a c i z e d ,  

s c o ld e d ,  o r  made fu n  o f  by a d u l t s  an d  p e e r s  f o r  n o t  s p e a k in g  

th e  " c o r r e c t "  la n g u a g e  f o r  t h e i r  s e x .  B u t i f  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  

l e a r n s  h e r  l e s s o n  w e l l ,  h e r  "w om en's la n g u a g e "  w i l l  l a t e r  be 

a n  e x cu se  f o r  o t h e r s  to  keep  h e r  i n  a  dem ean ing  p o s i t i o n  a n d /  

o r  t o  r e f u s e  t o  ta k e  h e r  s e r i o u s l y .  F u r t h e r ,  a s  th e y  m a tu r e ,  

boys go th ro u g h  a  s t a t e  o f  ro u g h  t a l k  n o rm a lly  d is c o u ra g e d  

i n  g i r l s i  a t  a ro u n d  10 , when th e y  s p l i t  u p  i n t o  sam e-sex  

p e e r  g ro u p s , b o th  la n g u a g e s  seem to  be p r e s e n t .  Boys have 

u n le a rn e d  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  la n g u a g e  and  a d o p te d  new fo rm s , 

w h ile  g i r l s  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o ld  s p e e c h .

Mead (19^9 ) s a y s  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m ale  i d e n t ­

i t y ,  m a le s  go th ro u g h  w hat sh e  c a l l s  ' t h e  se c o n d  w e a n in g 'j  a t  

some p o i n t ,  o f t e n  a ro u n d  f i v e  o r  s i x ,  t h e y  b r e a k  a  c lo s e  

bond w ith  th e  m o th e r , b e g in  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i th  th e  f a t h e r  and  

m ale  c u l t u r e ,  and  a t  th e  same t im e ,  s w itc h  sp e e c h  p a t t e r n s .  

She s a y s  t h a t  m a le s  have  th e  n eed  to  p ro v e  t h e i r  m a s c u l in i ty
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an d  t o  a s s e r t  th e m s e lv e s  a s  n o t  fe m in in e  and  t h a t  t h i s  i s ,  

o r  seem s to  b e t c e n t r a l  t o  m ale  i d e n t i t y  ( p .  160 ) .

Labov (1972) s t a t e s  t h a t  " ,  , • women p la y  a n  im p o r ta n t  

p a r t  i n  th e  m echanism  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  c h a n g e . To th e  e x te n t  

t h a t  p a r e n t s  in f lu e n c e  c h i l d r e n 's  e a r l y  la n g u a g e , women 

( p a r e n t s )  do so e v en  more 1 c e r t a i n l y  women t a l k  t o  young 

c h i l d r e n  m ore th a n  men d o , and  have  a  m ore d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  

d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  when c h i l d r e n  a r e  fo rm in g  l i n g u i s t i c  r u l e s  

w i th  g r e a t e s t  sp eed  and  e f f i c i e n c y  ( p ,  2 ^ 3 ) • "

G le a so n  and  B erko (1971) d id  a n  o b s e r v a t io n a l  s tu d y  o f  

a  c h i l d ' s  e m e rg in g  c o n t r o l  o f  d i f f e r e n t  la n g u a g e  s t y l e s ,  

made on  n a t u r a l  c o n v e r s a t io n s  i n  f a m i l i e s  w ith  s e v e r a l  c h i l d ­

r e n ,  r a n g in g  i n  age  from  in f a n c y  to  8 y e a r s .  I n  a d u l t - t o -  

c h i l d  co m m u n ica tio n , th e y  fo u n d  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw ee n  th e  man­

n e r  o f  a d d r e s s  u se d  w ith  boy an d  g i r l  c h i l d r e n .  Boy b a b ie s  

te n d e d  to  be  a d d re s s e d  i n  a  "H a il-B ab y -W ell-M e t s t y l e , "  e s ­

p e c i a l l y  by  f a t h e r s ,  w h ile  b e in g  p la y e d  w ith  h e a r t i l y ,  " G ir l  

b a b ie s  w ere d e a l t  w ith  more g e n t l y ,  b o th  p h y s i c a l l y  and 

v e r b a l l y , "  T here  i s  no m e n tio n  h e re  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  

th e  s e x e s  o f  a d u l t s  i n  t h e i r  a d d re s s  to  c h i l d r e n  ( e x c e p t  f o r  

th e  m e n tio n  o f  f a t h e r ) ,  n o r  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c h i l d r e n 's  ad ­

d r e s s  to  d i f f e r e n t - s e x  a d u l t s  o r  c h i l d r e n , .

Mead ( i b i d )  had a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  ro u g h h o u s in g  w ith  

boys and  s t a t e d  t h a t  "w ith  enorm ous v a r i a t i o n s  i n  c l a s s  and  

r e g i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  te n d e n c y  f o r  l i t t l e  b o y s t o  l e a r n  

a b o u t m a le n e ss  by  a  v i s - a - v i s  ro u g h -h o u se  w ith  t h e i r  

f a t h e r s  and o l d e r  b r o t h e r s  t h a t  i s  c a r r i e d  o v e r  l a t e r  i n t o
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t h e  ap p ro v e d  ro u g h -h o u s in g *  jo c o s e  i n s u l t *  and  e n d le s s  

h e a r ty  b a n te r  o f  m ale  g ro u p s  ( p .  276 ) . "

M cCarthy (1953) a rg u e s  a lo n g  r e l a t e d *  a l th o u g h  some­

w hat d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s ,  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  g i r l s  have th e  edge 

i n  e a r l y  la n g u a g e  d ev elo p m en t p a r t l y  b e c a u se  th e y  can  i d e n t ­

i f y  w ith  sind i m i t a t e  th e  m o th e r 's  s p e e c h . The m o th e r  i s  a t  

home more and  t a l k s  more th a n  th e  f a t h e r  an d  so  b o y s , who 

n e ed  to  i d e n t i f y  w ith  th e  f a t h e r ,  have l e s s  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  

e c h o - r e a c t io n  w ith  th e  d e e p e r  a d u l t  m ale  v o ic e .

Labov (1972) o b s e rv e s  t h a t  s in c e  women t s i lk  t o  young 

c h i l d r e n  more th a n  men d o , th e y  have  s p e c i a l  i n f lu e n c e  on 

th e  r a t e  and  d i r e c t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  c h a n g e .

C h e rry  (1975) fo u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  

sp e e c h  s t y l e s  o f  boys and g i r l s  w hich  may be a c c o u n te d  f o r  

b y  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  q u a l i t y  and  q u s m ti ty  o f  th e  c h i l d r e n 's  

v e r b a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w ith  t h e i r  c a r e t a k e r s • Prom th e  moment 

o f  b i r t h ,  fe m a le s  and m a les  ax e  t a lk e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t l y  by th e  

a d u l t s  i n  t h e i r  e n v iro n m e n ts .
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These a r e  some o f  th e  o b v io u s  ways t h a t  m a le /fe m a le  

la n g u a g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  m a n i f e s t  th e m s e lv e s .  The q u e s t io n  is *  

w i l l  th e s e  and  o th e r  su p p o sed  d i f f e r e n c e s  c o n tin u e  to  o b ta in  

when th e  s e x e s  a r e  t e s t e d  w ith  c o n t r o l s  f o r  a g e , e d u c a t io n  

and  so c io eco n o m ic  b ack g ro u n d ?  Does t h e r e  e x i s t  a n  a c t u a l  

d ich o to m y  w hich  i s  g o v e rn e d  by o u r  s o c i a l  e n v iro n m en t and 

o u r  g e n e ra l  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  th e  m ale  and  fe m a le ?

Thus t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  p ro c u re  v e r b a l  r e s p o n s e s  from  

m a le s  and fe m a le s  o f  d i f f e r i n g  a g e s  and v a r y in g  so c io ec o n o m ic  

s t a t u s  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  a s s e s s  th e  i n f lu e n c e s  o f  t h e s e  v a r i ­

a b l e s  on word q u a n t i t y ,  s e n te n c e  l e n g th  an d  u se  o f  e x p le ­

t i v e s .
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CHAPTER I I I  

METHODS

To a n sw e r th e  q u e s t io n s  p o sed  i n  th e  p re v io u s  c h a p te r ,  

sa m p le s  o f  la n g u a g e  b e h a v io r  had  to  be g a th e r e d  from  m a le s  

an d  fe m a le s  o f  v a r y in g  age  and  s o c i a l  c la s s *  The f i r s t  

d e s ig n  i s s u e  was w h e th e r  th e  r e s p o n s e s  sh o u ld  be o r a l  o r  

w r i t t e n .  A lth o u g h  f r e e  sp e e c h  m ig h t be more sp o n ta n e o u s  

t h a n  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s ,  two f a c t o r s  g o v e rn e d  o u r  e v e n tu a l  

c h o ic e  o f  th e  l a t t e r t  (1 ) th e  n eed  f o r  l a r g e  sam ple  s i z e s  

t o  overcom e th e  l i t e r a t u r e  te n d e n c y  t o  make a s s e r t i o n s  on  

to o  few  c a s e s  and  (2 )  c o n c e rn  t h a t  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s ,  

su c h  a s  se x  o f  e x p e r im e n te r ,  m ig h t i n f lu e n c e  th e  n a tu r e  o f  

th e  m a t e r i a l  g a th e r e d  i n  a  f a c e - t o - f a c e  r e c o r d in g  s i t u a t i o n *
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T ask  C o n s t r u c t io n

G iven t h a t  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  w ould be em ployed , i t  

was f e l t  t h a t  th e  b e s t  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  r e t r i e v e  n a t u r a l ­

i s t i c  la n g u a g e  w ould be p ro v id e d  by  s c e n a r i o s  c o n ta in in g  

p ro v o c a t io n s  by a n  a c t o r  to  w hich  s u b j e c t s  w ould  be i n v i t e d  

to  make anonymous r e p l i e s .  The a c t i v i t y  w ould  th u s  be some­

w hat a k in  t o  th e  i n v i t a t i o n  a  w a l l  p r e s e n t s  t o  a  g r a f f i t i  

a r t i s t .  I t  w as, o f  c o u r s e ,  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  s c e n a r io s  

a p p e a r  e q u a l ly  p l a u s ib l e  to  a  t e n - y e a r  o ld  o r  a  c o l le g e  

s t u d e n t ,  and  t h a t  none o f  th e  p r o v o c a t io n s  be more a p p r o p r i ­

a t e  t o  one s e x  them  th e  o t h e r .

Beyond th e s e  g e n e r a l  d e s i d e r a t a ,  i t  w as n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  

th e  s c e n a r io s  v a ry  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  o u r  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n s ,  

i . e . ,  th e  se x  and  age o f  th e  a c t o r .  A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  i t  seem ed 

r e a s o n a b le  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  i t  m a t te r e d  i f  th e  a c t o r  

spoke to  th e  s u b je c t  o r  a c te d  on  th e  s u b j e c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a s  t h i s  m ig h t in f lu e n c e  th e  u s e  o f  e x p l e t i v e s  i n  r e s p o n s e s .

A c c o rd in g ly , a f t e r  much t r i a l  and  e r r o r ,  f o u r  s c e n a r io s  

w ere d e v is e d  w hich m et th e s e  c r i t e r i a ,  a n d  w h ich  c o u ld  be 

p r e s e n te d  w ith  e i t h e r  a  m ale  o r  fem a le  a c t o r .  T ab le  I  d i s ­

p la y s  th e  f i n a l  s t i m u l i ,  coded  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  r o l e s  i n  

th e  d e s ig n ,  w ith  p a r e n th e s e s  d e n o tin g  t h e  two se x  v a r i a n t s  

o f  each  p r o t a g o n i s t .
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Scenario
1

2

3

TABLE 1 
FOUR PROVOCATIVE SCENARIOS
Role 

Child Speaking

Child Acting

Adult Speaking

Adult acting

Text
You are standing on the corner 
holding two ice cream cones when 
a($oy/"irl) on roller skates 
stops in front of you and says* 
"Why are you holding two ice 
cream cones?” '.’/hat do you say? 
You are standing on a corner 
-and a (boy/girl) on a tricycle 
runs over your toe, what do 
you say?
A teenaged (boy/girl) meets you 
on the street and says:
"Seeing as it’s not Halloween, 
tell me why you're wearing 
a Halloween nask." V/hat do 
you say?
A teenaged {3oy/girl) shoves you 
in order to get ahead of you 
in line, what do you say?
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S u b je c t s

A t o t a l  o f  225 i n d i v i d u a l s  from  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  age 

g ro u p s  re sp o n d e d  to  th e  f o u r  s c e n a r i o s .  The age  g ro u p s  w ere 

d e f in e d  e d u c a t io n a l ly  a s  f i f t h  g r a d e r s ,  t e n t h  g r a d e r s  an d  

c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .  The c h o ic e  o f  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  g ro u p s  was 

d i c t a t e d  by o u r  d e s i r e  t o  a s s e s s  s e x  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  v e r b a l  

a g g r e s s iv e n e s s  and o b s c e n i ty  on  a  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  b a s i s ,  

w h e re in  th e  g ro u p s  w ere p resum ed  to  r e p r e s e n t  p re -p u b e s c e n c e ,  

p o s t -p u b e s c e n c e ,  and  s e x u a l  m a t u r i t y ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

To in s u r e  some v a r i a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  s u b j e c t s  w ere 

r e c r u i t e d  b o th  from  p r i v a t e  and  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  th e  l a t t e r  

g ro u p s  a c c e s s e d  o n ly  a f t e r  o v e rco m in g  s e v e r e  r e s i s t a n c e  by  

th e  New York C i ty  Board o f  E d u c a t io n .  I n  th e  f i n a l  sa m p le ,

11 s c h o o ls  c o n t r ib u te d  s u b j e c t s  i n  v a r y in g  q u a n t i t i e s  a s  

i n d i c a t e d  i n  T ab le  2 .

Beyond r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  f o u r  s c e n a r i o s ,  e ac h  s u b j e c t  

c o m p le te d  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e  d e s ig n e d  t o  e l i c i t  i n f o r m a t io n  r e ­

g a r d in g  p a r e n t a l  e d u c a t io n  and  em ploym ent so  t h a t  i n f e r e n c e s  

r e g a r d in g  s o c i a l  c l a s s  m ig h t be made a c c o r d in g  to  a  w e l l  

e s t a b l i s h e d  sy stem  p io n e e re d  by Labov (1 9 6 6 ) .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  

e ac h  s u b j e c t  was i n v i t e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  h i s  o r  h e r  own s o c i a l  

c l a s s  a s p i r a t i o n s  and  b i r t h  o r d e r ,  i n  c a s e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  

t h e s e  m ea su re s  m ig h t be r e l e v a n t  to  t a s k  p e r fo rm a n c e . The 

a c t u a l  q u e s t io n n a i r e  i s  shown i n  A ppend ix  A w h ile  th e  s t a ­

t i s t i c s  g le a n e d  from  i t  a r e  sum m arized i n  T a b le  3 .



TABLE 2

SOURCES OF SUBJECTS FOR THIS STUDY 
AGE GROUP SAMPLE SIZE
Fifth Graders 95

Public School 114- 27
Public School 288 30
Birch Wathen School (Private) 38

Tenth Graders 52
Music and Art H.S. 21
Edward R. Murrow H.S. 19
Bentley School (Private) 12

College Students 78

City College, CUNY 19
Hunter College, CUNY 15
Brooklyn College, CUNY .25
St. Francis College (private) 5

Fordham University (private) 14-

Total Sample 225
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Age Group
SamT>le Size

TABLE 3

SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS FOR EACH AGE GROUP
Fifth Grade Tenth Grade

- .9 5  -.52-

Sex Males
Females 

Age Mean 
S.D.

Social Class Level^ 
Lower 
Working 
Middle'
Upper Middle 

Birth Order 
First 
Second 
Third
Fourth or More

46
49

10.19
0 .4 2

8

31
20

36

57
31

4

3

24
28

15.38
0.77

5
9

17
21

27
16

7

2

College
JZ 8_

32
46

20.19
2 . 2 3

21

20

17
20

30
24
13
11

^Social Class Level determined by parental education and 
employment according to Labov (1 9 6 6).
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Procedure
The subjects were tested in their classroom during 

regular school sessions. After being introduced by the 
teacher, the experimenter introduced the task as an inter­
lude in the day's activities during which she hoped to get 
a better idea of the language people currently use. Without 
exception, the students were cooperative and retrospectively 
reported having enjoyed the activity.

Subjects required between 30 and Uo minutes to complete 
the task, during which each subject responded to the eight 
scenarios indicated in Table 1. There were, however, four 
different orders of scenario presentation in which sex roles 
and action-speaking sequences were permuted in all possible 
combinations subject only to the constraint that both sex 
versions of any scenario were adjacent, and that Scenarios 
1 and 2 (child agents) always preceded Scenarios 3 and ^ 
(adult agents).

A total of 255 subjects performed the task, but upon 
analysis of their responses, 30 cases were discarded because 
of failure to make response to one or more scenarios. The 
bulk of these failures occurred in the P.S.288 and the St. 
Francis College samples. Tables 2 and 3 describe the final 
data base after the failures were discarded.
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CHAPTER IV 

R e s u l ts

The d a ta  b a se  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  

o f  225 s u b j e c t s  to  8 s c e n a r io s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  1800 p e rfo rm ­

a n c e s .  E ach o f  th e s e  g e n e ra te d  f i v e  d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e s  

w hich  w ere coded f o r  com pu ter a n a l y s i s  a s  d e s c r ib e d  below  

an d  sum m arized f o r  e a c h  se x  and  age  g ro u p  i n  T ab le  4 .  

D ependent V a r ia b le s

Number o f  S e n te n c e s . The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  r e s p o n s e s  

w ere s in g l e  s e n te n c e s  so t h a t  th e  m odal sum o v e r  th e  e ig h t  

s c e n a r io s  was 8 ,  The r a n g e ,  h o w ev er, e x te n d e d  to  2 1 , whence 

a  s e n te n c e  sum was p o s te d  f o r  e a c h  s u b j e c t .

Number o f  W ords. The m a jo r i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  w ro te  b e ­

tw een  8 and 12 w ords f o r  e ac h  s c e n a r i o ,  b u t  th e  ra n g e  was 

v e ry  g r e a t .  One f i f t h  g ra d e  boy p ro d u c e d  o n ly  27 w ords o v e r  

th e  w hole t a s k ,  w h ile  one t e n t h  g ra d e  g i r l  w ro te  299  w ords I 
Words p e r  S e n te n c e . S in c e  t h e r e  i s  a n  o b v io u s  c o r r e l a ­

t i o n  b e tw ee n  num ber o f  w ords and  num ber o f  s e n te n c e s ,  an  

a v e ra g e  was com puted f o r  e ac h  s c e n a r io .  F o r  th e  m a jo r i t y  

t h i s  v a r i e d  from  8 to  11 w ords p e r  s e n t e n c e ,  b u t  one f i f t h  

g ra d e  boy a v e ra g e d  l e s s  th a n  k and  a n o th e r  v e rb o s e  g i r l  av ­

e ra g e d  22 w ords p e r  s e n te n c e .  The l a t t e r  c h i l d  a l s o  began  

e v e ry  re s p o n s e  w ith  " I  would s a y ,"  t h e r e b y  r e p e a t i n g  th e  

q u e s t io n  p o sed  w ith  each  s c e n a r io .  T h is  fo rm  o f  i n d i r e c t  

r e s p o n s e  was f a i r l y  r a r e ,  163 s u b j e c t s  n e v e r  em p lo y in g  i t  a t  

a l l .  The re m a in d e r  u se d  i t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  e x c e p t  f o r  13 f i f t h
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TABLE 4

FIVE MEASURES OF PERFORMANCE FOR EACH SEX AND AGE GROUP

Age Group 

Sex

Number o f  C ases

1 .  Number o f  S e n te n c e s  
O ver 8 S c e n a r io s

F i f t h  G rade

M

46

F

49

8.98  10,08  

2 .4 6  3 .1 7

1 0 .1 7  1 2 .6 3  

3 .6 0  4 .4 9

Mean 

S .D .

2 .  Number o f  Words

Mean 

S .D .

3 .  Words P e r  S e n te n c e

Mean 9 .3 2  1 0 .8 1

S .D . 3 .0 8  4 .1 3

4 .  Number o f  E x p le t iv e s

Mean 0 .1 3  0 .0 5

S .D . 0 .2 7  0 . 1 8

5 . A f f e c t  R a tin g
1 -  C o rd ia l  5 -  H o s t i le

Mean

S .D .

1 .9 2  1 .7 6

O.89  0 .6 6

T en th  Grade 

M F

24 28

C o lle g e  

M F 

32 46

8 .8 7  9 .8 2  8 .7 2  8 . 8 7  

1 .3 6  2 .9 6  I .37  1 .5 3

1 1 .1 6  1 2 .3 0  9 .2 3  8 . 9 8  

3 .5 1  7 .5 0  3 .4 5  3 .8 1

1 0 .2 8  9 .9 0  8 .6 5  8 .1 1  

3 .4 0  3 .7 7  3 . 1 6  2 .9 5

0 .3 0  0 . 2 5  0 .1 2  0 .1 0  

0 . 3 2  0 .2 3  0 .1 8  0 .2 0

2 .1 9  2 .0 3  1 .6 5  1 .5 8

0 .7 3  0 .6 2  0 .5 3  0 .5 7
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g r a d e r s  and 5 c o l le g e  s t u d e n t s , d iv id e d  e q u a l ly  b e tw een  th e  

s e x e s .  T hat sam ple was to o  sm a ll  t o  p e rm it  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r ­

a t i o n  o f  th e  m a t t e r .

Number o f  E x p le t i v e s .  Our q u e s t  t o  p r o c u r e  e x p l e t i v e s  

m ust be c o n s id e r e d  o n ly  m o d e ra te ly  s u c c e s s f u l  s in c e  o n ly  247 

o f  them  o c c u r re d  i n  1800 p e r fo rm a n c e s . I n d e e d ,  147 s u b j e c t s  

p ro d u c e d  none a t  a l l ,  p re su m a b ly  b e c a u se  t h e  demand f o r  

w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  was to o  f o r b i d d in g .  T h is  c o n s t r a i n t ,  how­

e v e r ,  v a r i e d  w ith  a g e , t e n t h  g r a d e r s  b e in g  th e  l e a s t  i n h i b i t e d .

O ut o f  95 f i f t h  g r a d e r s ,  16 c h i l d r e n  p ro d u c e d  a t  l e a s t  

one e x p l e t i v e ,  one boy a c h ie v in g  a  sum o f  8 .  Out o f  52 t e n t h  

g r a d e r s ,  t h e r e  w ere 37 p r o d u c e r s ,  one m ale  sum r e a c h in g  1 0 .

Out o f  78 c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e r e  w ere  25 p r o d u c e r s ,  t h e  p eak  

f o r  one m ale r e a c h in g  7«

D e s p i te  t h e s e  a sy m m e tr ie s  o f  o c c u r r e n c e ,  a n  e x p le t i v e  

sum was p o s te d  f o r  e ac h  s c e n a r io  and  th e  w o rd s t r a n s c r i b e d  

f o r  l a t e r  a n a l y s i s .

A f f e c t  R a t in g .  Two v o lu n te e r  ju d g e s  e v a lu a t e d  e ac h  

r e s p o n s e  f o r  a f f e c t i v e  t o n e .  One was a  m a le  la w  s t u d e n t ,  th e  

o t h e r  a  fem a le  c o l le g e  s e n i o r .  B oth  w ould b e  c a te g o r i z e d  a s  

u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  a c c o rd in g  to  L a b o v 's  sy s te m  (1 9 66), and  

p re su m a b ly  em ployed th e  s o c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  sy s te m  o f  t h a t  

c l a s s  i n  p e rfo rm in g  t h e i r  t a s k .  The ju d g e s  w orked in d e p e n d ­

e n t l y  b u t  t h e r e a f t e r  c o n fe re n c e d  to  a c h ie v e  c o n se n s u s  on  any  

d i s p a r i t i e s .

A f f e c t  was ju d g ed  on a  s c a le  from  1 t o  5» w ith  1 b e in g  

v e ry  c o r d i a l  and  5 v e ry  h o s t i l e .  Two e x a m p le s  o f  e a c h  s c a l e
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r a t i n g  a r e  p r e s e n te d  i n  T ab le  5 t o  p e rm i t  a  r e a d e r  t o  o b s e rv e  

th e  v a s t  ra n g e  o f  a f f e c t  e l i c i t e d .  I t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  th a t ;  

th e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  th e  s c a l e  w ere em ployed  v e ry  a s y m m e tr ic a l ly ,  

th e  s t e p s  from  1 to  5 g a r n e r in g  51• 2 7 , 14 , 6 an d  2 p e r c e n t  

o f  th e  ju d g e s ' v o t e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  We th u s  s e e  t h a t  th e  

m odal r e s p o n s e  was a  c o r d i a l  one* b u t  n o n e th e le s s  t h e r e  was 

a  s u f f i c i e n t  ra n g e  o f  r a t i n g s  to  p e rm i t  p o s t in g  one f o r  e ach  

s c e n a r i o .

Beyond a f f e c t  r a t i n g s ,  some o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  w ere con ­

s id e r e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  w a r r a n t  s p e c i a l  s c r u t i n y .  

T hese a r e  g a th e r e d  i n  A ppendix  B and  w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  i n  

th e  n e x t  c h a p te r .

A n a ly s is  o f  S c e n a r io  E f f e c t s

The f o u r  d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e s  w i th  s e p a r a t e  s c e n a r io  

s c o r e s  w ere s u b je c te d  to  r e p e a te d  m e a su re s  a n a ly s e s  o f  v a r i ­

an ce  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s e s s  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  a c t o r  s e x  (m ale o r  

f e m a le ) ,  a c t o r  age  (p re p u b e s c e n t  o r  p o s tp u b e s c e n t ) , and  

n a tu r e  o f  a c t i o n  ( a s k in g  o r  d o in g ) .  T hese a n a l y s e s  w ere p e r ­

fo rm ed  s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  e ac h  age  g ro u p , w ith  s e x  o f  s u b j e c t  a s  

th e  in d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e .

S i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d in g s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  b e lo w , w h ile  th e  2k 
summary t a b l e s  may be fo u n d  i n  A ppend ix  C.

Number o f  W ords. I n  th e  c o l l e g e  sam ple  th e  o n ly  s i g ­

n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  was t h a t  o f  a c t o r  s e x ,  t h e  f e m a le  s c e n a r io s  

p ro v o k in g  more w ords th a n  th e  m ale s c e n a r io s  (9 .5 1  v s .  8 .7 0 ) ,  

F ( l ,  76) = 1 0 ,2 0 , p < ,01  • I n  th e  t e n t h  g ra d e  s a m p le , th e  o n ly  

s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  was an  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw e e n  a c t o r  age and
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TABLE 5

EXAMPLES OF RESPONSES OF VARYING AFFECT

A f f e c t  S u b je c t  S u b je c t  A c to r
R a tin g  G rade Sex S c e n a r io  Sex R esponse

1 5 F 4 P " P le a s e  a s k  y o u r  
f r i e n d  i f  you can  
go i n  f r o n t  o f  him 
o r  h e r  b u t  p le a s e  
d o n 't  go i n  f r o n t  
o f  m e ."

1 5 M 2 M " P le a s e  w atch  w here 
y o u 'r e  g o in g  n e x t  
t im e .  P le a s e  be 
c a r e f u l ,  e x c u se  me, 
b u t  t h a t  h u r t . "

2 F 1 M " I t ' s  none o f  y o u r  
b u s i n e s s ,  you j e r k ! "

2 5 M 3 M "L eave u s  a lo n e !  
The same to  y o u !"

3 10 F 4 F "Hey g e t  y o u r  damn 
a s s  i n  b ack  o f  m e!"

3 10 M 4 M "H ey, w h a t 's  th e  
b i g  i d e a ,  you b ig  
f a g g o t? "

4 10 F 2 M "You s tu p id  a s s h o le ,  
g e t  th e  fu c k  o u t  
o f  h e r e . "

4 C o lle g e M 4 F "H ey, you gay so n  
o f  a  b i t c h ,  g e t  th e  
h e l l  o u t  o f  th e  
w a y !"

5 C o lle g e F 4 F "Who th e  fu c k  do 
yo u  t h in k  you a r e  
y o u  fu c k in g  b i t c h ,  
n e x t  tim e  you b e t t e r  
w a tc h  y o u r  a s s . "

5 10 M 2 M "Oh so n  o f  a  b i t c h ,  
o h  s h i t .  Get th e  
h e l l  o u t  o f  h e re  
o r  I 'm  g o in g  to  p u t  
i “t  u p  y o u r  a s s . "
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a c t i o n ,  F ( l ,  50 )= 7«05 , p< *05 . A s u b s e q u e n t Tukey T e s t  e s ­

t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h i s  was due to  s u b j e c t s  u s in g  2 .4  fe w e r  

w ords i n  r e s p o n s e  to  a  p re p u b e s c e n t  d o e r  ( S c e n a r io  2 ) .  I n  

t h e  f i f t h  g ra d e  sam ple t h e r e  w ere s e v e r a l  e f f e c t s .  G i r l s  

w ro te  more w ords th a n  boys ( 1 2 .6 3  v s .  1 0 .1 7 ) .  F ( l*  93)®

8 * 63 *  P< » 0 1 »  I n  th e  s c e n a r io s *  t h e r e  w as a  h ig h ly  s i g n i f i ­

c a n t  e f f e c t  o f  a c t o r  a g e , p re p u b e s c e n t  a c t o r s  p ro v o k in g  m ore 

w ords th a n  p o s tp u b e s c e n t  a c t o r s  (1 2 ,3 3  v s .  1 0 .4 7 ) ,  F ( l ,  9 3 )=

3 1 ,4 6 , p-^ .001. A d d i t io n a l ly ,  t h e r e  was th e  same i n t e r ­

a c t i o n  b e tw een  a c t o r  age and  a c t i o n  a s  w as o b s e rv e d  w ith  th e  

t e n t h  g r a d e r s ,  F ( l ,  93) = 5 .4 6 , p < 0 5 .  H e re , h o w ev er, th e  

i n t e r a c t i o n  in h e r e d  i n  s u b j e c t s  u s in g  1 . 8 7  fe w e r  w ords i n  

r e s p o n s e  to  an  a d u l t  q u e s t i o n e r .  (S c e n a r io  3 )*

Words p e r  S e n te n c e . I n  th e  c o l l e g e  sam ple  t h e r e  was 

a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  o f  a c t o r  s e x ,  m ale  a c t o r s  p ro v o k in g  

s h o r t e r  s e n te n c e s  th a n  fem a le  a c t o r s  ( 8 . 0 7  v s .  8 . 6 8 ) ,

F ( l»  7 6 )= 9 .4 4 , p < .0 1 . T here  was a l s o  a n  a c t o r  age  v s .  

a c t i o n  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  F ( l ,  7 6 )= 5 .6 3 , p ^ .0 5 «  T h is  was fo u n d  

t o  in h e r e  i n  s u b j e c t s  m aking  no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e tw een  

young and  o ld  a c t o r s  d o in g  (S c e n a r io s  2 a n d  4 ) b u t  an sw er­

in g  a  c h i l d  q u e s t io n e r  w ith  1 .4  more w o rd s p e r  s e n te n c e  

(S c e n a r io  1) th a n  a n  a d u l t  q u e s t io n e r  ( S c e n a r io  3 ) .  I n  th e  

t e n t h  g ra d e  sam ple s h o r t e r  s e n te n c e s  w ere  p ro v o k ed  by  d o e rs  

th a n  a s k e r s  (9 .4 4  v s .  1 0 .7 4 ) ,  F ( 1 .5 0 ) = 9 .8 4 ,  p < .0 1 . A g a in , 

th e r e  was an  age by  a c t io n  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  F ( l ,  50) =6 .2 1 ,  

p < 0 5 .  H ere th e  e f f e c t  in h e r e d  i n  s u b j e c t s  u s i n g  2 ,3  fe w e r  

w ords p e r  s e n te n c e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  p r e p u b e s c e n t  d o e r
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S c e n a r io  2 ) th a n  to  th e  o t h e r  t h r e e  s c e n a r i o s .  I n  th e  f i f t h  

g ra d e  sam ple t h e r e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  o f  a c t o r  a g e , 

s h o r t e r  s e n te n c e s  b e in g  p ro d u ce d  i n  re s p o n s e  to  a d u l t  a c t o r s  

th a n  to  c h i l d  a c t o r s  (1 0 .7 1  v s .  9 .4 2 ) ,  F ( l ,  9 3 ) - l2 .0 7 #  p^ .O O l, 

i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  d e s c r ib e d  f o r  th e  c o l l e g e  sa m p le . H e re , 

S c e n a r io  1 p ro v o k ed  2 .4  more w ords p e r  s e n te n c e  th a n  S c e n a r io

3 .

Number o f  E x p le t i v e s .  C o n s id e r in g  th e  sm a ll  p o o l o f  

r e s p o n s e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a n a l y s i s ,  6 5 , 112  and  70 i n  th e  

c o l l e g e ,  t e n t h  g ra d e  and f i f t h  g ra d e  s a m p le s , i t  was deemed 

w ise  t o  c o n s id e r  o n ly  m ain  e f f e c t s  and  ig n o r e  i n t e r a c t i o n s .

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n ,  th e  c o l l e g e  sam ple  p ro d u ce d  a n  e f f e c t  

f o r  a c t o r  s e x  and  a c t o r  a g e .  Male a c t o r s  p ro v o k ed  more e x ­

p l e t i v e s  th a n  fe m a le  a c t o r s  (42  v s .  2 3 ) ,  F ( l ,  7 6 )= 7 .0 6 , p < .0 1 . 

C h ild  a c t o r s  p ro v o k ed  few er e x p le t i v e s  t h a n  a d u l t  a c t o r s  

(21 v s .  4 4 ) ,  F ( l ,  7 6 ) = 5 .5 5 , p -^ .05 . I n  th e  t e n t h  g ra d e  sa m p le , 

o n ly  a c t o r  age was s i g n i f i c a n t ,  c h i l d  a c t o r s  p ro v o k in g  f a r  

fe w e r  e x p l e t i v e s  th a n  a d u l t  a c t o r s  (36  v s .  7 6 ) ,  F ( l ,  50)=  

1 2 .4 0 , p < .0 0 1 . I n  th e  f i f t h  g ra d e  sa m p le , a c t o r  age  and se x  

w ere b o th  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  w ith  young a c t o r s  p ro v o k in g  fe w e r  ex ­

p l e t i v e s  th a n  o ld e r  a c t o r s  (24  v s .  4 6 ) ,  F ( l ,  9 3 ) - 4 .0 2 ,  p < i0 5 , 

b u t  p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  fe m a le  a c t o r s  p ro v o k in g  m ore e x p le t i v e s  

th a n  m ale a c t o r s  (39 v s .  3 2 ) ,  F ( l ,  9 3 )=3 .9 6 ,  p«405 . A d d i t io n ­

a l l y ,  s in c e  i t  was p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  m ale  s u b j e c t s  w ould p ro ­

duce more e x p le t i v e s  th a n  fem a le  s u b j e c t s ,  w h ich  in d e e d  was 

th e  c a se  (50  v s .  20) th e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  m in im a lly  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  

F ( l*  9 3 ) - 2 .9 2 ,  p < i0 5 , o n e - t a i l e d .
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A f f e c t  S c a le .  The a f f e c t  r a t i n g  s c a l e  g e n e ra te d  more 

s c e n a r io  e f f e c t s  th a n  any  o t h e r  d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e .  I n  th e  

c o l le g e  sam ple  t h e r e  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  o f  a c t o r  s e x .  

H ale  a c t o r s  p rovoked  more h o s t i l i t y  th a n  fem ale  a c t o r s  

( 1 .7 ^  v s .  1 .^ 9 ) ,  F ( l ,  7 6 )= 2 6 .2 3 , p ^ .O O l. A d d i t io n a l ly ,  

t h e r e  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  w ith  se x  o f  s u b j e c t ,

F ( l ,  7 6 ) = l l . l 8 , p < .0 1 , w hich in h e r e d  i n  fe m a le s  b e in g  s l i g h t ­

l y ,  b u t  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  more h o s t i l e  to  m a les  t h a n  to  f e ­

m a le s ,  ( I .63  v s .  1 . 5*0 1 w h i l s t  m a le s  w ere much more h o s t i l e  

t o  t h e i r  own se x  th a n  to  fe m a le s  (1 .8 6  v s .  1 .4 4 ) .  L ik e w is e , 

t h e r e  was much more h o s t i l i t y  d i r e c t e d  to  a d u l t  a c t o r s  th a n  

to  c h i l d  a c t o r s  ( 1 .87  v s .  1 . 3 6 ) ,  F ( l ,  7 6 )=4 3 .3 4 , p < .0 0 1 .

A g a in  t h e r e  was a  m i ld ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th  s u b je c t  

s e x ,  F ( l ,  7 6 )= 4 .2 3 , p < .0 5 , w hich  in h e re d  i n  m a le s  b e in g  l e s s  

h o s t i l e  th a n  fe m a le s  to  c h i l d r e n  ( 1 .3 2  v s .  1.4-1) b u t  more 

h o s t i l e  to  a d u l t s  (1 .9 8  v s  1 .7 6 ) .  T here w ere two s c e n a r io  

i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  age w ith  se x  F ( l ,  7 6 )= 8 ,2 2 , p ^ .0 1 ,  and  age  

w ith  a c t i o n ,  F ( l ,  76)= 1 0 .6 4 , p < ,0 1 . The fo rm e r  in h e r e d  i n  

a d u l t  m a le s  p ro v o k in g  more h o s t i l i t y  th a n  w ould be e x p e c te d  

o n  th e  b a s i s  o f  se x  and  age o p e r a t in g  a d d i t i v e l y .  The l a t ­

t e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  in h e re d  i n  t h e r e  b e in g  a  sm a ll  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  

h o s t i l i t y  b e tw een  young and o ld  d o e rs  ( 1 . 5 0  v s .  1 . 7 2 ) b u t  

a  l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  h o s t i l i t y  to w ard  young and o ld  

q u e s t io n e r s  ( 1 .2 3  v s .  2 .0 2 )1

I n  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l sam ple t h e r e  w ere m ain  e f f e c t s  f o r  

a c t o r  sex  and  a g e . M ales p ro v o k ed  more h o s t i l i t y  th a n  f e -  

% m a le s  (2 .2 6  v s .  1 .9 5 ) ,  F (‘l ,  50 )= 10 .79»  p < .0 1 , and c h i l d r e n
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p ro v o k ed  l e s s  h o s t i l i t y  th a n  a d u l t s  (1*78  v s .  2 .4 4 ) ,

F ( l»  5 0 )!S4 6 ,9 9 ,  p < 0 0 1 .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  s u b j e c t  s e x  i n t e r ­

a c te d  w ith  a c t o r  s e x ,  F ( l ,  50) =13*41, p < 0 0 1 .  T h is  i n t e r ­

a c t i o n  m atched  th e  c o l le g e  one w ith  a  m in im al d i f f e r e n c e  i n  

fe m a le  h o s t i l i t y  (2 .0 0  v s ,  2 , 0 5 ) b u t  a  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  

m ale  h o s t i l i t y  ( 2 .5 2  v s .  1 .8 5 )*  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  w ere two 

m odest s c e n a r io  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  s e x  w ith  a c t i o n ,  F ( l ,  50 )=

5 .1 2 ,  p < .0 5 , and age  w ith  a c t i o n ,  F ( l ,  5 0 )= 5 .0 6 , p < .0 5 .

The fo rm e r  in h e re d  i n  th e r e  b e in g  no d i s c r im i n a t io n  be tw een  

m ale  and fem a le  d o e rs  (2 .2 1  v s .  1 .9 8 ) .  The l a t t e r  i n t e r ­

a c t i o n  m atched  th e  c o l l e g e  sam ple  f i n d i n g ,  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

a  sm a ll  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  young and  o ld  d o e rs  (1 .8 8  v s .  2 .3 1 )  

b u t  a  l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  young an d  o ld  q u e s t io n e r s  

(1 .6 7  v s .  2 .5 7 ) .

I n  th e  f i f t h  g ra d e  sa m p le , t h e r e  w ere  m ain  e f f e c t s  f o r  

a c t o r  s e x , a g e , and  a c t i o n .  M ales p ro v o k ed  more h o s t i l i t y  

th a n  fe m a le s  (1 .8 8  v s .  1 .8 0 ) ,  F ( l ,  9 3 )= 5 .6 8 ,  -p<,05» Young 

a c t o r s  p ro v o k ed  l e s s  h o s t i l i t y  th a n  a d u l t  a c t o r s  

(1 .6 6  v s .  2 .0 2 ) ,  F ( l ,  9 3 )= 4 0 .5 0 , p ^ .0 0 1 . Q u e s t io n e r s  p ro ­

voked  l e s s  h o s t i l i t y  th a n  d o e rs  ( 1 .7 4  v s .  1 .9 4 ) ,  F ( l ,  93)=

1 3 .4 6 , p < ,0 0 1 . I n  th e  l a s t  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t  age  g roup  

d i f f e r s  from  th e  two o l d e r  age g ro u p s  who o n ly  d i s c r im in a te d  

a c t i o n  i n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  o t h e r  p a ra m e te r s ,  age  i n  th e  c a se  

o f  c o l le g e  s t u d e n t s ,  and  age and  s e x  i n  t h e  c a se  o f  t e n t h  

g r a d e r s .

A n a ly s is  o f  D em ographic E f f e c t s

Each o f  th e  d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e s  was n e x t  ree x am in ed
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t o  d e te rm in e  an y  o v e r a l l  in f lu e n c e  o f  sex» s o c i a l  c l a s s  and  

b i r t h  o r d e r ,  (No u se  was made o f  th e  d a ta  on  s u b j e c t s '  

c l a s s  a s p i r a t i o n s  s in c e  th e s e  d i f f e r e d  m in im a lly  from  th e  

c l a s s  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s )  F o r th e  p u rp o s e , a  m ean v a lu e  was 

com puted f o r  e a c h  d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e  o v e r  a l l  e ig h t  

s c e n a r i o s .  T hese were th e n  s u b je c te d  to  s e p a r a te  a n a ly s e s  

o f  v a r ia n c e  f o r  each  age g ro u p  i n  w hich  o n ly  m ain  e f f e c t s  

c o u ld  be c o n s id e re d  ow ing to  th e  a sy m m etric  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  

s o c i a l  c l a s s  and  b i r t h  o r d e r  w i th in  e ac h  s e x .

I n  th e  c o l l e g e  and t e n t h  g ra d e  sam p les no s i g n i f i c a n t  

e f f e c t s  w ere fo u n d . I n  th e  f i f t h  g ra d e  sa m p le , c o n v e r s e ly ,  

a l l  t h r e e  dem ograph ic  f a c t o r s  had  some i n f lu e n c e .  F o r  sim ­

p l i c i t y  o f  d e s c r i p t i o n  th e s e  w i l l  be sum m arized a c c o rd in g  

to  f a c t o r s .

Sex d i f f e r e n c e s  em erged i n  num ber o f  s e n te n c e s  w r i t t e n  

an d  num ber o f  w ords u s e d .  Boys u se d  fe w e r s e n te n c e s  

( 8 , 9 8  v s .  1 0 ,0 8 ) ,  F ( l ,  7*0=5*12, p ^ .0 5 , and  fe w e r  w ords p e r  

s c e n a r io  (1 0 ,1 7  v s .  1 2 ,6 3 ) ,  F ( l ,  7 * 0 = 1 0 .6 3 , p ^ .0 1 .  S o c ia l  

s t a t u s  p ro v ed  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  f o u r  v a r i a b l e s  a s  sum m arized i n  

T a b le  6 ,  P o s t  hoc S c h e ffe  t e s t s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  u p p e r  

c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  p ro d u ced  fe w e r  w ords (p<*0 5 ) an d  fe w e r w ords 

p e r  s e n te n c e  (p < ,0 1 )  th a n  th e  o t h e r  th r e e  c l a s s e s .  R e g a rd in g  

b o th  e x p le t i v e s  and a f f e c t  r a t i n g s  th e  lo w e r  and u p p e r  m id d le  

c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  w ere i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  and  s e p a r a te  from  th e  

w o rk in g  and m id d le  c l a s s  c h i l d r e n ,  who i n  t u r n  w ere i n d i s ­

t in g u i s h a b l e  from  e ac h  o t h e r .  The l a t t e r  g roup  p ro d u ce d  s i g ­

n i f i c a n t l y  more e x p le t i v e s  (p-<C.05) and  w ere  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
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TABLE 6

SOCIAL STATUS VARIATIONS IN PERFORMANCES BY FIFTH GRADERS

S o c ia l  S ta tu s  

Lower W orking M idd le  U pper M iddle 

N 8 N 31 N 21 N 35

V a r ia b le  F (3 .7 4 )

Number o f  Words

Mean 1 3 .3 8  1 2 .4 8  1 2 .0 2  9 .7 1  3 .9 6 *
S .D . 4 .5 5  3 .6 9  4 .8 5  3 .8 1

Words P e r  S e n te n c e

Mean 1 1 .2 9  1 1 .1 7  1 1 .0 1  8 .3 0  4 .1 3 * *
S .D . 2 .4 4  3 .2 7  4 .6 9  3 .0 6

Number o f  E x p le t iv e s

Mean 0 .2 5  1 .1 6  1 .3 3  0 .1 1  3 .5 1 *
S .D . 0 .7 1  2 .3 7  2 .2 4  0 .6 8

A f f e c t  R a tin g

Mean 1 .4 4  2 .1 8  2 .0 4  1 .5 0  7 .2 ? * * *
S .D . 0 .4 9  0 .8 5  0 .9 4  0 .4 2

*p< .0 5  **p< .01  * * * p < 0 0 1
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more h o s t i l e  (p  . 0 1 ) .  B i r th  o r d e r  e f f e c t s  w ere o b se rv e d  

o n ly  i n  th e  a f f e c t  r a t i n g s ,  F (2 , 7 4 )= 3 .1 7 , P<*05* and  i n ­

h e re d  i n  th e  7 t h i r d - o r - l a t e r - b o r n  c h i l d r e n  (m e a n -2 .5^) b e ­

in g  more h o s t i l e  th a n  th e  57 f i r s t - b o r n  o r  30 s e c o n d -b o rn  

c h i l d r e n  (m eans o f  1 .8 0  and 1*73* r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  B ecause 

o f  th e  a sy m m etric  sam ple s i z e s ,  a  f i n a l  co m p a riso n  was made 

be tw een  th e  7 l a t e r - b o r n  c h i l d r e n  and  t h e  o th e r  two g ro u p s  

com bined . The r e s u l t  was t  = 2 .5 4 ,  p < .0 2 ,  t w o - t a i l e d ,  th u s  

a f f i r m in g  t h i s  f i n d in g .

A f i n a l  s e t  o f  a n a ly s e s  w ere p e rfo rm e d  to  d e te rm in e  

w h e th e r  t h e r e  w ere an y  o v e r a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s  among th e  t h r e e  

ag e  g ro u p s  o r  b e tw een  th e  two s e x e s .  One way a n a ly s e s  o f  

v a r ia n c e  r e v e a le d  f o u r  age g ro u p  d i f f e r e n c e s .  B o th  w ith  

r e g a r d  t o  num ber o f  w ords u s e d ,  F (2 , 2 2 2 )= 7 .7 1 , p-<T.001 and  

w ords p e r  s e n te n c e ,  F (2 , 222=6.54* p< *01 , c o l l e g e  s tu d e n ts  

w ere d i s c r im in a b ly  lo w e r  th a n  th e  o t h e r  two g ro u p s .  R egard ­

in g  e x p l e t i v e s ,  F (2 ,  2 2 2 )= 1 1 .4 0 , p < .0 0 1 , t e n t h  g r a d e r s  u se d  

m ore e x p le t i v e s  th a n  th e  o t h e r  two g r o u p s .  R e g a rd in g  a f f e c t  

l e v e l ,  F (2 ,  2 2 2 )= 8 .1 1 , p < .0 0 1 , th e  t e n t h  g r a d e r s  w ere  s i g ­

n i f i c a n t l y  more h o s t i l e  th a n  th e  c o l le g e  s t u d e n t s  (p < .0 1 ) 

b u t  th e  f i f t h  g r a d e r s  w ere n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from  e i t h e r  

g ro u p .

R e g a rd in g  o v e r a l l  sex  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  two p r e d i c t i o n s  

made a t  th e  s t a r t  o f  C h a p te r  I I  w ere c o n f irm e d  b u t  a  t h i r d  

p r e d i c t i o n  was r e v e r s e d .  F em ales d id  in d e e d  u se  m ore w ords 

( t = 1 .8 l )  and  fe w e r e x p l e t i v e s  ( t = 1 .6 6 ) ,  b o th  f i n d in g s  s i g ­

n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .0 5  l e v e l ,  o n e - t a i l e d .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,



fe m a le s  e x h ib i t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  v a r i a b i l i t y  th a n  

m a le s  i n  num ber o f  w ords u s e d ,  F (1 2 2 , 1 0 1 ) -2 .2 5 ,  p < .0 0 1 , 

b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  num ber o f  e x p l e t i v e s  

F (1 0 1 , 1 2 2 )= 1 .6 2 , p < ,0 5 . The r e v e r s e d  f i n d i n g  was t h a t  f e ­

m a le s  u se d  m ore, r a t h e r  th a n  fe w e r , s e n te n c e s  th a n  m a le s , 

t® 2 .2 7 , p .0 5 .  H ere fe m a le s  e x h ib i t e d  m ore v a r i a b i l i t y  

th a n  m a le s , F (1 2 2 , 1 0 1 )= 1 .9 0 , p<*001 .

A n a ly s is  o f  E x p le t iv e  Use

Each o f  th e  2*J>7 e x p le t i v e  w ords o r  p h r a s e s  w ere t r a n s ­

c r ib e d  and  a r e  p r e s e n te d  i n  a lp h a b e t i c  o r d e r  i n  A ppendix  D, 

w h e re in  m ale  and  fe m a le  u sa g e  a r e  s e p a r a t e l y  n o te d .  A l to ­

g e th e r  69 d i s t i n g u i s h a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  w ords o r  p h ra s e s  w ere 

e l i c i t e d ,  o f  w hich 38 o c c u r r e d  o n ly  o n c e , and  11 tw ic e .

The re m a in in g  20 w ords a r e  l i s t e d  i n  d e s c e n d in g  r a n k  o r d e r  

i n  T ab le  7 t o g e t h e r  w ith  t h e i r  m ale  and fe m a le  f r e q u e n c ie s  

o f  o c c u r r e n c e .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  11 w ords a r e  a s t e r i s k e d  w hich  

a l s o  a p p e a re d  on B a i le y  and  Tim m 's l i s t  (1 9 7 6 ) .

A lth o u g h  m ales  p ro d u ce  m ore e x p le t i v e s  th a n  f e m a le s ,  

t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  c o n sp ic u o u s  e n t r i e s  w here fe m a le  u sa g e  e x ­

c e e d s  m ale u s a g e t  " B i tc h ,"  "Fuck Y ou ," "Dam n," and  "A ss" . 

A tte m p ts  w ere made to  e s t a b l i s h  age  g roup  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

c h o ic e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p le t i v e s  b u t  no d i s p a r i t i e s  w ere s i g ­

n i f i c a n t .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  s h o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  m a le s  u se d  

a  m ore d iv e r s e  ra n g e  o f  e x p le t i v e s  th a n  fe m a le s  a lm o s t p e r ­

m i t t i n g  th e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  th e  two s e x e s  have  d i f f e r i n g  vo ­

c a b u l a r i e s  f o r  c u r s in g .  Of th e  69 w ords o r  p h r a s e s  ta b u ­

l a t e d ,  o n ly  16 w ere c o n t r ib u te d  by b o th  s e x e s ,  15 o f  th e



EXPLETIVES ELICITED

TABLE 7

THREE OR MORE TIMES IN THIS STUDY

E x o le t iv e Male Fem ale T o ta

Bitch 5 16 21

Fuck* 11 10 21
H e l l# 13 6 19
Son o f  a  B itc h * 13 5 18
Puck  You* 2 15 17
S h i t* 5 8 13
A ssh o le * 5 6 11
B a s ta rd * 8 3 11

God Damn* 6 3 9
Damn* - 8 8

A ss - 6 6

F u c k in g  B itc h 3 2 5
S u c k e r 5 - 5
F u c k in g 4 - 4
Goddamn I t 2 2 4

Damn I t * 3 - 3
F a g g o t 3 - 3
Fuck  O ff* 3 - 3
Fuck  Y o u rs e lf 2 1 3
K ick  Your A ss 1 2 _JL

T o ta l s  94 93  187

♦ E x p le t iv e s  a l s o  o c c u r r in g  i n  B a i le y  and  Timm (1976)
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re m a in d e r  c o n t r ib u te d  by f e m a le s v 38 by m a le s !

A l to g e th e r  15 e x p l e t i v e s  a p p e a re d  b o th  on  o u r  l i s t  and 

t h a t  o f  B a i le y  and  Timm (1 9 7 6 ) . T ab le  8 p r e s e n t s  them  i n  

t h e i r  o r d e r  o f  o c c u r re n c e  i n  t h a t  s tu d y ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  t h e i r  

f r e q u e n c ie s  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .  We o b se rv e  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  

s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  r a n k in g ,  c o n firm ed  by  a  n o n - s ig ­

n i f i c a n t  Spearm an ra n k  d i f f e r e n c e  c o r r e l a t i o n  ( r s = .3 8 ) .  The 

d i s p a r i t i e s  in h e r e  i n  th e  g r e a t e r  f re q u e n c y  on  o u r  l i s t  o f  

e x p l e t i v e s  n o rm a lly  d i r e c t e d  to  a  r e c i p i e n t ,  su ch  a s  "Fuck 

Y ou ,"  " A s s h o le ,"  and " B a s ta r d ,"  an d  a  g r e a t e r  f re q u e n c y  on  

t h e i r  l i s t  o f  c u r s e  w ords n o t  r e q u i r i n g  a  l i s t e n e r  su c h  a s  

" S h i t "  and  "Damn".
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TABLE 8

EXPLETIVES SHARED WITH BAILEY AND TIMM

Expletives Bailev and Timm P resent
S h it 71 13
Damn & 8
Damn I t 16 3
Fuck 14 21
Son o f a B itch 8 18
Goddamn 7 9
Hell 4 19
Jesus C hrist 4 1
Fuck You 2 17
Asshole 1 11
Bastard 1 11
Fuck Off 1 3
Fucked Up 1 2
Stupid Ass 1 1
What The Hell 1 1
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chapter V

DISCUSSION

The r e s u l t s  w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  i n  th e  same o r d e r  i n  w hich 

th e y  w ere d e s c r ib e d ,  f i r s t  e x am in in g  s c e n a r io  e f f e c t s  and  

th e n  dem ograph ic  e f f e c t s .  T h e r e a f t e r  we s h a l l  exam ine th e  

u se  o f  a g g r e s s io n  and e x p l e t i v e s .

S c e n a r io  E f f e c t s

The f a c t o r s  g o v e rn in g  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  s c e n a r io s  

in f lu e n c e d  th e  t h r e e  age  g ro u p s  i n  d i f f e r i n g  w ay s. C o lle g e  

s tu d e n t s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  b e tw een  m ale  an d  fe m a le  a c t o r s  i n  a l l  

f o u r  m ea su re s !  u s in g  more w o rd s , l o n g e r  s e n t e n c e s ,  fe w e r  e x ­

p l e t i v e s  and  l e s s  h o s t i l i t y  when r e s p o n d in g  t o  f e m a le s .  The

r o l e  o f  se x  was l e s s  p ro m in e n t i n  th e  t e n t h  g r a d e r s ,  th e  age  

o f  th e  a c t o r  lo o m in g  l a r g e r  i n  t h e i r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  e s ­

p e c i a l l y  a s  i t  i n t e r a c t e d  w i th  th e  a c t o r ' s  b e h a v io r .  I n  t h i s  

g ro u p , th e  c h i l d  a s k in g  a  q u e s t io n  p ro v o k ed  th e  lo n g e s t  

a n sw e rs , th e  l e a s t  h o s t i l i t y  and th e  f e w e s t  e x p l e t i v e s .  The

f i f t h  g r a d e r s  to o k  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  b o th  se x  a n d  a g e .  One 

m ig h t i n f e r  from  t h i s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  s e x  r o l e  and  age  

r o l e  d i s c r im i n a t io n  v e ry  e a r l y  i n  l i f e ,  b u t  d u r in g  a d o le s ­

cen ce  fo c u s  on  age  more th a n  sex  and by  c o l l e g e  r e v e r s e  

t h a t  f o c u s .

We th u s  se e  a  d e v e lo p m e n ta l com ponent t o  h o s t i l i t y  r e  

a c t i o n .  I n  th e  f i f t h  g r a d e r  i t  i s  u n a l lo y e d ly  g r e a t e r  

c o r d i a l i t y  to w ard  th e  q u e s t io n e r  th a n  th e  d o e r .  By t e n t h  

g r a d e ,  th e  c h i l d r e n  ta k e  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  b o th  age  and  s e x , 

w h ile  by  c o l le g e  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts  ta k e  c o g n iz a n c e  o n ly  o f  a g e .
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From a n o th e r  p o in t  o f  v iew , we n o te  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  

s c e n a r io  f a c t o r s  w ere somewhere r e l e v a n t  i n  e a c h  age g r o u p 's  

r e s p o n s e s ,  th e r e b y  i n d i c a t i n g  a  s h a re d  s o c i a l  c o v e n a n t r e ­

g a rd in g  th e  f a c t o r s t one sp e a k s  m ore w ords t o  c h i l d r e n  th a n  

to  h o s t i l e  a c t o r s .

D em ographic E f f e c t s

I n  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  f o r e g o in g ,  i t  i s  i n t r i g u i n g  to  n o te  

t h a t  th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  th e  s tu d y  b eh aved  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  same 

c o v e n a n t.  F em ales u se d  m ore w ords t h a n  m a le s  and  a d u l t s  u se d  

fe w e r  w ords th a n  c h i l d r e n .

The f i n d in g s  i n  th e  f i f t h  g ra d e  sam ple  i n  r e g a r d  t o  th e  

dem ograph ic  f a c t o r s  o f  s e x ,  s o c i a l  c l a s s  and  b i r t h  o r d e r  

w ere m ore s i g n i f i c a n t  th a n  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  c o l l e g e  o r  t e n t h  

g ra d e  sa m p le s . I n  th e  f i f t h  g ra d e  sa m p le , b o y s  u se d  fe w e r  

s e n te n c e s  and fe w e r  w ords th a n  g i r l s  an d  u p p e r  c l a s s  c h i l d ­

r e n  w en t t o  th e  ex trem e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  u s in g  th e  fe w e s t  w ords 

and  th e  fe w e s t  w ords p e r  s e n te n c e  th a n  t h e  o t h e r  th r e e  

c l a s s e s .  T h is  f i n d in g  m ig h t a r i s e  i f  i t  w ere  th e  c a se  t h a t  

u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  w ere m ore c o n f id e n t  i n  th e  

v e r b a l - w r i t i n g  r o l e  th a n  t h e i r  c la s s m a te s .

The lo w e r c l a s s  and u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  u se d  

fe w e r e x p le t i v e s  and  w ere c o n s id e r e d  l e s s  h o s t i l e  i n  t h e i r  

r e a c t i o n s  t o  th e  s c e n a r io  a c t o r s  th a n  t h e  w o rk in g  and m id d le  

c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  who w ere a l i k e  i n  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s .  T h is  f i n d ­

in g  w ould seem to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  lo w e r  

c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  i t  m ig h t be t h e i r  d e s i r e  f o r  p r e s t i g e  t h a t  

w ould i n h i b i t  th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  e x p l e t i v e s .  C o n v e rs e ly , i n
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th e  c a se  o f  th e  u p p e r  c l a s s  c h i ld r e n *  th e  r e s u l t  m ig h t stem  

from  a  n e g a t io n  o f  s o - c a l l e d  "low  c l a s s  b e h a v io r " .  The u se  

o f  e x p l e t i v e s  by th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  an d  m id d le  c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  

c o u ld  r e l a t e  i n  some way to  t h e i r  d e s i r e  to  p e rfo rm  i n  

a  m anner c o n s id e re d  to  be "m acho".

B i r th  o r d e r  e f f e c t s  w ere i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  7 t h i r d -  

o r - l a t e r - b o r n  c h i l d r e n  w ere more h o s t i l e  th a n  th e  f i r s t  b o rn  

o r  se co n d  b o rn  c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  sa m p le . T h is  f i n d in g  m ig h t 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th o s e  c h i l d r e n  who b e lo n g  to  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  

and a r e  y o u n g e r w ould have to  be m ore a g g r e s s iv e  i n  o r d e r  to  

be h e a rd  o r  t o  g e t  an y  a t t e n t i o n .

T here  was a  f i n a l  c o m p lic a te d  s c e n a r io  e f f e c t  w hich  we 

have sa v e d  f o r  d i s c u s s io n  h e r e .  We r e f e r  t o  a  3 - w a y  i n t e r ­

a c t i o n  b e tw een  s u b j e c t - s e x ,  a c t o r - s e x  an d  a c t i o n  i n  th e  a f ­

f e c t  s c a l e .  C u t t in g  th ro u g h  th e  c o m p le x i t ie s ,  th e  i n t e r ­

a c t i o n  in h e r e s  i n  f i f t h  g ra d e  boys b e in g  v e ry  h o s t i l e  to  

m a le s  a c t i n g  a g a i n s t  them  w h ile  f i f t h  g ra d e  g i r l s  a r e  v e ry  

c o r d i a l  t o  fe m a le s  a s k in g  q u e s t io n s .  I n  one  way t h i s  com­

p le x  i n t e r a c t i o n  e p i to m iz e s  th e  o v e r a l l  s e n s e  o f  th e  s c e n a r io  

f a c t o r s .  What seem s m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  u s  i s  t h a t  i t  r e ­

q u i r e d  th e  y o u n g e s t s u b j e c t s  to  r e v e a l  t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n .
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On The Use o f  A g g re ss iv e  R esponses

One c a n n o t r e a d  th e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  exam ples i n  A ppendix  

B o r  n o te  th e  m a le -o n ly  e x p le t i v e s  i n  A ppendix  D w i th o u t  ob­

s e r v in g  a  s e x  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  a g g re s s io n s  

u n l ik e  m ost fem a le  r e s p o n s e s ,  many m ale  r e s p o n s e s  have an  

a n a l  f o c u s .  T h is  o r i e n t a t i o n  c o r re s p o n d s  t o  t h a t  fo u n d  by 

D undes, L each  and  Ozkok (1972) i n  d i s c u s s in g  v e r b a l  d u e l in g  

by  T u rk is h  b o y s . A lth o u g h  a  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e ,  

th e  f u n c t io n  may s e rv e  s i m i l a r  p u rp o s e s .  The a u t h o r s '  com­

m ent t h a t  “th e  same o b s c e n i ty  w hich  k e e p s  th e  t r a d i t i o n  

( v e r b a l  d u e l in g )  o u t  o f  th e  r e a c h  o f  m o st T u rk is h  women h a s  

te n d e d  to  keep  i t  o u t  o f  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  s c h o la r s h ip "

(p . 135).
A lth o u g h  D undes, e t  a l  a r e  d i s c u s s in g  a  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  

g e n e r a l  aim  o f  th e  a n a l l y  a g g r e s s iv e  t a u n t s  an d  i n s u l t s  i s  

t o  f o r c e  o n e 's  o p p o n en t i n t o  a  f e m a le , p a s s iv e  r o l e .  T h is  

may be done by d e f in in g  th e  o p p o n en t o r  h i s  m o th e r  o r  s i s t e r  

a s  a  w anton  s e x u a l  r e c e p t a c l e .  I f  th e  m ale  o p p o n e n t i s  th u s  

d e f in e d ,  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  by  m eans o f  c a s t i n g  him  a s  a  su b m is­

s iv e  a n u s , a n  a n u s  w hich m ust a c c e p t  th e  b r u n t  o f  th e  v e rb a l  

d u e l i s t ' s  a t t a c k i n g  p h a l lu s  (op c i t ) .  Dundes i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  p la y  th e  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  a  hom osexual r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p !  i t  i s  sh am efu l and  dem ean ing  to  be f o r c e d  to  ta k e  

th e  p a s s iv e  r o l e  (op  c i t ) .  The a u th o r s  s t a t e  t h a t  th e  d i s ­

t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  hom osexual r o l e s  i n  w hich o n ly  th e  p a s s iv e  

fe m a le  r o l e  b r in g s  d i s c r e d i t  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  th e  T u rk is h  

c u l t u r e  ( p .  1 4 7 ) .
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I t  i s  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  m ale  a g g r e s s io n  t h a t  p e rm i ts  th e  

r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  th e  fem a le  w o rld  w ith  i t s  p a s s iv e  s e x u a l  r o l e  

and  a f f i r m s  th e  m ale  w o rld  w ith  i t s  a c t i v e  s e x u a l  r o l e .  I t  

i s  a  s ig n  o f  f r a t e r n i t y  w hereby  m a le s  r e c o g n iz e  one a n o th e r  

a s  p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  g ro u p  w hich o f  c o u rs e  

n e c e s s i t a t e s  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  f e m a le s .

To th e  e x te n t  t h a t  some fe m a le s  em ploy t h i s  a n a l  a s ­

p e c t  o f  th e  m ale in - la n g u a g e ,  th e y  w ould seem to  be engaged  

i n  a  q u e s t  f o r  e q u a l i t y  o r  r e t a l i a t i o n .  Common se n se  p r i n c ­

i p l e s  o f  m e n ta l h e a l th  s u g g e s t  t h a t  women o u g h t to  in v e n t  

t h e i r  own in - la n g u a g e  i n s t e a d .  T h is  m ale  la n g u a g e  i s  d e ro g ­

a t o r y  o f  women and  when u se d  by  women i s  s e l f - a b u s i v e .
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The r o l e s  o f  men and women i n  o u r  r a p i d l y  c h a n g in g  

s o c i e t y  a r e  u n d e rg o in g  r e - e v a l u a t i o n  b y  such  d iv e r s e  g ro u p s  

a s  w om en's l i b e r a t i o n ,  gay  l i b e r a t i o n ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ,  s o c io ­

l o g i c a l ,  and  a n th r o p o lo g ic a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s *  C e r t a i n l y ,  th e  

ch an g es  a r e  bound to  a f f e c t  th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and  i n  so 

d o in g  a r e  bound to  a f f e c t  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  

community* Women have a lw ay s  b een  d e s c r ib e d  a s  b e in g  more 

c o n s e r v a t iv e  i n  t h e i r  sp e e c h , and i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by G e n e t 's  

com m unity o f  h o m o se x u a ls i

As f o r  s l a n g ,  D iv in e  d id  n o t  u s e  i t ,  an y  more th a n  
d id  h e r  c r o n i e s ,  t h e  o t h e r  N e l ly s  • • • S la n g  was
f o r  m en. I t  was th e  m ale ton g u e*  L ik e  th e
la n g u a g e  o f  men among th e  C a r ib e e s ,  i t  became 
a  s e c o n d a ry  s e x u a l  a t t r i b u t e .  I t  was l i k e  th e  
c o lo r e d  plum age o f  m ale b i r d s ,  l i k e  th e  m u l t i -  
c o lo r e d  s i l k  g a rm e n ts  w h ich  a r e  t h e  p r e r o g a t iv e s  
o f  th e  w a r r io r s  o f  th e  t r i b e .  I t  was a  c r e s t  and
s p u r s .  E veryone c o u ld  u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  b u t  th e  o n ly
o n es  who c o u ld  sp e a k  i t  w ere  th e  men who a t  b i r t h  
r e c e iv e d  a s  a  g i f t  th e  g e s t u r e s ,  th e  c a r r i a g e  o f  
th e  h i p s ,  l e g s  and  a rm s, th e  e y e s ,  th e  c h e s t ,  
w ith  w hich  one can  sp eak  i t .  One day  a t  one o f  
o u r  b a r s ,  when Mimosa v e n tu r e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  w ords 
i n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  a  s e n te n c e  . • • " h i s  screw y 
s t o r i e s  . . . ” , th e  men fro w n e d . Someone s a id  
w ith  a  t h r e a t  i n  h i s  v o ic e *  "B road a c t i n g  to u g h ."

G enet th u s  a g r e e s  w ith  L a k o ff  (1973) who d e c l a r e s  t h a t  

women do n o t  u se  s t r o n g  e x p l e t i v e s .  N o n e th e le s s  t h i s  s tu d y ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  B a ile y  and  Tim m 's (1 9 7 6 ) , r e v e a l  t h a t  women do i n ­

deed  u s e  them . The d i f f e r e n c e  i n h e r e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  th e  

m ean ing  o f  " u s a g e ,"  w h e re in  th e  l a t t e r  s t u d i e s  c a l l e d  f o r  

w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  i n  non  s o c i a l  c o n te x t s .  Goffm an (1964) d e ­

f i n e s  th e  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  " a s  an  e n v iro n m e n t o f  m u tu a l mon­

i t o r i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  anyw here  w i th in  w hich  a n  i n d iv i d u a l
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w i l l  f i n d  h im s e l f  a c c e s s i b l e  to  th e  n ak ed  s e n s e s  o f  a l l  

o t h e r s  who a r e  p r e s e n t ,  and  s i m i l a r l y  f i n d  them  a c c e s s i b l e  

t o  h im " (p .  6 3 ) .

C l e a r ly ,  when B a ile y  and  Timm (1976) e x p l i c i t l y  a sk  

s u b j e c t s  to  w r i t e  down w hat e x p le t i v e s  th e y  w ould u s e  i n  

re s p o n s e  to  common a n n o y a n c e s , o r  I  a s k  s u b j e c t s  t o  im a g in e  

t h e i r  r e p l i e s  to  s c e n a r i o s ,  n e i t h e r  o f  u s  a r e  r e t r i e v i n g  

s o c i a l  lan g u ag e*  R a th e r ,  we a r e  a s s e s s i n g  s u b je c t s *  comp­

e t e n c i e s  w i th o u t  th e  c o n s t r a i n t s  t h a t  g o v e rn  sp o k en  u t t e r ­

an ces*

Age d o es  seem to  be im p o r ta n t  f o r  s p e c i f y i n g  th e  u s e  

o f  e x p l e t i v e s .  My f in d in g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  u se  o f  s t r o n g  

e x p l e t i v e s  p e a k s  a t  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l age  and  B a i le y  and  Timm 

who h ad  o l d e r  g ro u p s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  y o u n g e s t women i n  

t h e i r  s tu d y  ( 19- 2 5 ) seem ed to  v iew  s t r o n g  e x p l e t i v e s  m ore a s  

s t y l i s t i c  d e v ic e s  th a n  a s  e x p re s s io n s  o f  e m o tio n  o r  a t t i t u d e  

and  t h a t  f o r  o l d e r  women " s t r o n g  e x p l e t i v e s  a p p e a r  s t i l l  t o  

p ack  some p ro fa n e  o r  o b sc en e  punch" ( p .  4 4 3 ) .

I n  b o th  s t u d i e s ,  th e  w om en's e x p le t i v e s  c l u s t e r  a ro u n d  

Damn (an d  i t s  v a r i a n t s ) ,  S h i t  and F u c k . I n  my s tu d y ,  th e  

m a le s  u se d  fu c k  m ore o f t e n  th a n  th e  fe m a le s  i n  com m unicative  

s i t u a t i o n s  a s  o p posed  to  th e  fe m a le s  u s in g  th e  word fu c k  

more th a n  th e  m ale  i n  n o n -co m m u n ica tiv e  s w e a r in g .  I  do n o t  

know why th e  word fu c k  s h o u ld  be u s e d  i n  su c h  d i f f e r e n t  ways 

by  th e  m a les  and  fe m a le s .  Fuck i s  a n  e v e ry d a y  "cu ssw o rd "  

f o r  many a d o le s c e n t  m a le s  a c t u a l l y  h a v in g  no m ean in g . F o r 

th e  fe m a le ,  i t  h a s  been  a  ta b o o  word and a s  su c h  i s  d i f f i c u l t
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t o  a r t i c u l a t e  i n  a  p u b l ic  s i t u a t i o n  u n le s s  th e  fem a le  h a s  

a  s o - c a l l e d  " to u g h "  im age o r  h a s  a c h ie v e d  a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l  o f  

m a t u r i t y  and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  The fe m a le  i s  m ore l i k e l y  to  

r e b e l  a g a in s t  th e  tab o o  i n  p r i v a t e  w hich  w i l l  th e n  g iv e  h e r  

th e  co u ra g e  to  e v e n tu a l ly  u se  th e  ta b o o  w ord i n  p u b l ic  b u t  

o n ly  i n  c e r t a i n  dom ains.

Legman (1975) s t a t e s  t h a t  "when th e  w ord ' f u c k '  i s  u se d

a s  a n  e x p le t i v e  o r  c u rse -w o rd  a lo n e ,  o r  a s  'f u c k  i t ! '  o r

'f u c k  y o u ! ' i t  h a s  no r e a l  e r o t i c  m ean in g , a n d  i s  b e in g  u se d

s a d i s t i c a l l y  o r  s c a t a l o g i c a l l y  w ith  an  i n t e n t i o n  o f  v e r b a l

d i r t y i n g .  Legman ( i b i d )  a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  th e  p a r t i c i p i a l  form

w hich  u se  he i l l u s t r a t e s  w ith  a n  a n e c d o te s

A man i n  c o u r t  i s  e x p la in in g  why h e  h a s  b een  
a r r e s t e d .  " I  w ent i n to  t h i s  f u c k i n '  one-arm  
j o i n t  and a sk e d  f o r  a  f u c k i n ' h a m b u rg e r , and th e  
f u c k i n '  m anager w ent and c a l l e d  a  f u c k i n ' co p .
I  s t i l l  c a n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  why th e y  a r r e s t e d  m e ."
The a r r e s t i n g  p o lic e m a n  c u f f s  him and s a y s ,  "S hu t 
u p ,  you! T h a t 's  no way to  t a l k  i n  c o u r t . "  The 
ju d g e  bangs w ith  h i s  g a v e l ,  and  s h o u t s ,  " O f f i c e r ,  
w h o 's  t r y i n g  t h i s  f u c k i n ' c a s e ,  you  o r  me?"
(p .  69*0

Read (1977) s u g g e s ts  a  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  p rob lem  o f  

o b s c e n i ty .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  o b s c e n i ty  m ust b e  m et by f r a n k ,  

open-m inded  d i s c u s s io n  s in c e  i t  i s  th e  p r o d u c t  o f  s e c r e c y  and 

s u p p r e s s io n .  "A word i s  o b scen e  n o t  b e c a u se  th e  t h in g  named 

i s  o b sc e n e , b u t  b e ca u se  th e  s p e a k e r  o r  h e a r e r  r e g a r d s  i t ,  

ow ing to  th e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  a  ta b o o ,  w ith  a  s n e a k in g , shame­

f a c e d ,  p sy c h o p a th ic  a t t i t u d e .  S u re ly  i t  i s  n o t  a  w ise  p o l ­

i c y  to  le a v e  an  a r e a  o f  o u r  la n g u a g e  i n  a  d i s e a s e d  c o n d i t io n ,  

w i th o u t  a t t e m p t in g  to  c le a n s e  i t .  When one  r e f r a i n s  from
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u s in g  th e  s t ig m a t iz e d  words* one i s  n o t  i g n o r in g  th e  ta b o o  

b u t  i s  a c t i v e l y  a b e t t i n g  i t  (p . Ik)." Read a s s e r t s  t h a t  th e  

s o l u t i o n  to  th e  p rob lem  l i e s  i n  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  to  th e  u s e  o f  

th e s e  w ords w i th o u t  th e  r e a c t i o n  o f  shame and t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  

be u se d  u n o s t e n t a t i o u s ly .

Language d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  a  vacuum an d  do es r e l a t e  to  

a l l  t h a t  i s  h a p p e n in g  a ro u n d  u s  a t  any  g iv e n  moment i n  t im e . 

The u se  o f  e x p l e t i v e s ,  t o  my way o f  t h in k i n g ,  i s  a  fo rm  o f  

v e r b a l  r e b e l l i o n  and a s  such  i s  q u i t e  h a rm le s s .  The f a c t  

t h a t  women a r e  u s in g  more e x p le t i v e s  now th a n  h e r e to f o r e  w ould 

seem  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  e x p re s s in g  th e m s e lv e s  more 

f r e e l y  i n  a  r e b e l l i o u s  m anner t h a t  h a s  b e e n  q u i t e  u s u a l  f o r  

men b u t  n o t  p e r m is s ib le  f o r  women. I f  we w ere  to  den y  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e b e l l i o u s n e s s  i n  la n g u a g e  by w a te r in g  

e v e r y th in g  down and m aking  th e  te rm s  u n o s t e n ta t i o u s  how i n ­

deed  m ig h t t h a t  r e b e l l i o n  be e x p re s s e d ?  A ls o ,  t h e r e  may be 

no l o g i c a l  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw een  th e  u s e  o f  e x p l e t i v e s  and  r e ­

b e l l i o n  b u t s im p ly  a  g e n e r a l  te n d e n c y  to  go a lo n g  w ith  th e  

n e w e s t t h in g .

R e ik  (1975) s t a t e s i

The f r e q u e n t  and c a s u a l  u se  o f  f o u r - l e t t e r  w ords 
by  some women, e s p e c i a l l y  o f  e x p r e s s io n s  d e n o tin g  
s e x u a l  and e x c r e to r y  f u n c t i o n s ,  i s  r a r e l y  c h a ra c ­
t e r i s t i c  o f  a  low l e v e l  o f  u p b r in g in g  and ed u ca ­
t i o n .  I n  m ost c a s e s  i t  i s  an  u n c o n s c io u s  t r a v e s t y  
o r  p a ro d y  o f  men and t h e i r  m a n n e rs , and r e v e a l s  
a  c o n c e a le d  and o f t e n  r e p r e s s e d  h o s t i l i t y  to  th e  
m a le . As su ch  i t  i s  com parab le  to  th e  u n c o n sc io u s  
m ockery c o n ta in e d  in  th e  m anner i n  w hich homo­
s e x u a l  men i m i t a t e  and  p a ro d y  w om en's sp e ec h  
(p .  6 9 7 ) .
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W ell* p e rh a p s  R eik  i s  r i g h t  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  su ch  u sa g e  

i s  a n  u n c o n sc io u s  p a ro d y  o f  m e n 's  u sa g e  b u t w ith  c o n tin u e d  

u sa g e  by  women i t  i s  p ro b a b le  t h a t  th e  u se  o f  e x p le t i v e s  w i l l  

n o t  be an  e x c lu s iv e ly  m ale t o o l  o f  a g g r e s s io n  and  once t h a t  

hap p en s th e n  we may be a b le  to  e r a d i c a t e  th e  u s e  o f  o b s c e n i­

t i e s .  However, i t  w ould be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  w h e th e r  o r  

n o t  women w i l l  c r e a t e  a  new s e t  o f  e x p le t i v e s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  

a g g re s s io n  to w a rd s  men a s  m ost o f  th e  e x p le t i v e s  and o b sc e n ­

i t i e s  now i n  common u s e  a r e  e x p r e s s iv e  o f  a g g re s s io n  to w a rd s  

women and a r e  e x p l i c i t l y  d e ro g a to ry  o f  them .

The re s p o n d e n ts  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  who u se d  s t r o n g  e x p le t i v e s  

d id  seem to  u se  them  a s  b o th  s t y l i s t i c  d e v ic e s  and  a s  ex ­

p r e s s io n s  o f  em o tio n  o r  a t t i t u d e .  I  c o n c u r  w ith  Key t h a t  th e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een  th e  m ale  and  fem ale  a r e  n o t  t h a t  g r e a t  

an d  p ro b a b ly  th e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  o c c u r  when m a le s  and 

fe m a le s  a r e  i n  a  s e x u a l  r o l e .  As s t a t e d  by Key, r e s e a r c h  

d o e s  in d e e d  show t h a t  " th e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s "  i n  m a le s ' and  

f e m a le s ' b e h a v io r  . . . b u t  th e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  may n o t  o c c u r  

when s p e a k e rs  a r e  i n  r o l e s  o t h e r  th a n  th e  s e x  r o l e "  ( p .  2 9 ) ,  

I n  t h a t  m ost o f  th e  e x p le t i v e s  u se d  i n  my s tu d y  w ere u sed  i n  

p r o v o c a t iv e  m ale and fem a le  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  i n  f e m a le - to -  

fe m a le  s i t u a t i o n s  when a n g e re d  i t  o c c u rs  to  me t h a t  b o th  

s t y l i s t i c  and  e m o tio n a l d e v ic e s  w ere u t i l i z e d .

I  do n o t  know i f  th e  young women i n  t h i s  s tu d y  who u se d  

s t r o n g  e x p le t i v e s  w ould u se  them  i n  more fo rm a l s i t u a t i o n s  

o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  a s  th e y  g e t  o l d e r  and e x p e r ie n c e  more 

s o c i a l  r e s t r a i n t .  C e r t a in l y ,  s in c e  th e y  e v id e n c e  more
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a s s e r t i v e n e s s  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  o f  sp e e c h  a t  t h i s  age  I  d a r e ­

sa y  th e y  w i l l  be more a s s e r t i v e  i n  g e n e r a l  th a n  p e rh a p s  th e  

g e n e r a t io n  b e fo re  them . A ls o , i t  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  f a s h io n  f o r  

young fe m a le s  to  more c l o s e l y  e m u la te  t h e  s t y l e s  and  m anners 

o f  young m a le s . However, t h i s  f a s h io n  d o es  n o t  e x te n d  to  a l l  

a r e a s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  s in c e  i n c r e a s in g  r e s i s t a n c e  c an  be ob­

s e rv e d  i n  some c o n s e r v a t iv e  c o m m u n itie s .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  more and  more women a r e  e n t e r i n g  th e  

b u s in e s s  a re n a  a s  w itn e s s e d  by a  r e c e n t  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  

i n  The W all S t r e e t  J o u r n a l  t i t l e d  Women a t  Work (1978) and 

r e s i s t a n c e  i s  l e s s e n in g  o r  a t  l e a s t  seem s t o  be g o in g  u n d e r ­

g ro u n d . P e rh a p s , a s  men become more a c c u s to m e d  to  w o rk in g  

w ith  women who a r e  a s  s u c c e s s f u l  a s  t h e y ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be 

a  l e s s e n in g  o f  a n x ie ty  and  t h e r e f o r e  a  ch an g e  i n  th e  la n g u a g e . 

A c c o rd in g  to  The W all S t r e e t  J o u r n a l ,  "Once a  s m a ll  m in o r i ty ,  

A m erican  women who h o ld  a  p a y in g  jo b  so o n  may ou tnum ber th o s e  

who s t a y  a t  hom e." They s t a t e  t h a t  th e  n a t i o n ' s  w o rk in g  

women a r e  " 4 l  m i l l i o n  s t r o n g  and g ro w in g ."  The i n t e r e s t i n g  

p o in t  h e re  i s  t h a t  t h i s  s te a d y  f lo w  o f  women o u t  o f  th e  home 

and  i n t o  th e  l a b o r  f o r c e  h a s  becom e, to  m any e c o n o m is ts  and  

s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  n o th in g  s h o r t  o f  a  m a jo r  e v e n t ,  one t h a t  i s  

a l t e r i n g  o u r  s o c i e t y  i n  ways s t i l l  n o t  f u l l y  u n d e rs to o d .

My se n se  o f  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  

ways t h a t  men and women e x p re s s  th e m s e lv e s  h a s  ch an g ed . I f ,  

i t  i s  t r u e ,  a s  e v id e n c e d  from  th e  d a ta  i n  t h i s  s tu d y ,  t h a t  

f e m a le s ,  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a g e ,  and  s o c i a l  b a c k g ro u n d , do u se  

s t r o n g  e x p le t i v e s  th e n  p e rh a p s  women have c o n s id e r e d  and  a r e
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c o n s id e r in g  "o u tg ro w in g "  a l l  o f  o u r  o ld  l i n g u i s t i c  h a b i t s  -  -  

e . g . ,  a s k in g  q u e s t io n s ,  s p e a k in g  p o l i t e l y ,  a s  we grow more 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  and  p o w e r fu l .  I  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  th e  e f f o r t  

t o  change o u r  s t a t u s  we n eed  to  c a r e l e s s l y  l o s e  some o f  th e  

q u a l i t i e s  and  c o m p e te n c ie s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  la n g u a g e ,  

t h a t  i s ,  t h e  la n g u a g e  t h a t  sh o u ld  be s h a r e d  m u tu a l ly  b y  men 

and  women, and  a p p r e c ia te d  a s  s u c h .

I  do b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  more o v e r la p  b e tw een  m a les  

and  fe m a le s  th a n  th e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  them . S in c e  

w hat c o n s t i t u t e s  m ale  v s .  fem a le  t r a i t s  i s  d e te rm in e d  by  o u r  

c u l t u r e  and  t h a t  c u l t u r e  i s  b o th  o v e r t l y  and  c o v e r t l y  a n t i ­

f e m i n i s t ,  th e  m a s c u lin e  t r a i t s  a r e  t h o s e t h a t  a r e  h ig h ly  

v a lu e d .  I t  w ould seem t h a t  fe m in in e  a t t r i b u t e s  a r e  com­

p r i s e d  o f  n o n a t t r i b u t e s ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , th e  a b se n c e  o f  

th o s e  t r a i t s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  m a le s .

T here  i s  a  g r e a t  o v e r la p  i n  m a s c u lin e  and  fe m in in e  

sp e ec h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and when we a t te m p t  t o  d ic h o to m iz e  b e ­

h a v io r  i n t o  m ale v s .  fem a le  t r a i t s  t h e r e  i s  a  te n d e n c y  to  

o b sc u re  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n a l  n a tu r e  o f  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  th e  d a t a .  

I t  w ould seem t h a t  fe m a le s  who s c o re  h ig h  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

t r a i t  a r e  much more s i m i l a r  t o  m a le s  who s c o r e  h ig h  th a n  to  

fe m a le s  who sc o re  low  i n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  T h ere  i s  no 

s e t  p a t t e r n .  Some women do u s e  e x p le t i v e s  an d  some men u se  

e x p le t i v e s  and  p e rh a p s  t h a t  i s  w here th e  s i m i l a r i t y  l i e s .  

T h ere  i s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  h e re  f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  from  th e  

p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  w hat k in d  o f  p e o p le  u se  e x p l e t i v e s  i n  w hat 

segm ent o f  s o c i e t y  and  u n d e r  w hat s o r t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s ?
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Read (1977) s t a t e s  t h a t  " s t ig m a t iz e d  w ords a r e  known to  a l l  

s o c i a l  c l a s s e s , and  th e  p r i n c i p a l  e a r l y  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  w o rs t  

o f  them  a r e  from  th e  w r i t in g s  o f  members o f  th e  B r i t i s h  

p e e ra g e  ( p .  1 2 ) ."

What i s  te rm ed  " m a sc u lin e "  o r  " fe m in in e "  d i f f e r s  from  

one s o c i e t y  to  a n o th e r ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  way i n  w hich 

a  c u l t u r e  d e f in e s  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  r o l e s  o f  men and women.

T here  e x i s t s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  m ed ia , a  

s t e r e o ty p e  o f  women a s  c h i e f l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o m e s tic  a f f a i r s ,  

th e  r e a r i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  lo n g in g  f o r  rom ance and  e t e r n a l  

y o u th ,  and  r a t h e r  th a n  m e a su rin g  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  by 

a  c a r e e r  th e y  m easu re  i n  te rm s  o f  m a r r ia g e  and  p o p u l a r i t y  

w ith  m en. One sh o u ld  be a b le  to  make c h o ic e s  w hich  a re  n o t  

b a se d  on m is c o n c e p tio n s  o f  th e  t r u t h .  A ls o , i n  many c a s e s  

we a r t i f i c i a l l y  d ic h o to m iz e  m a s c u lin e  and  fe m in in e  t r a i t s .  

P e rh a p s  now, a s  more and more women a r e  in v o lv e d  i n  th e  

p r o f e s s i o n s ,  b u s in e s s  and th e  s p o r t s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be a  com­

p l e t e l y  new g ro u p  o f  s o l i d a r i t i e s  w hich  may c o n t r i b u te  to  

a  l e s s e n i n g  o f  th e  k in d  o f  in -g ro u p  f e e l i n g s  among members 

o f  e ach  s e x  and n a t u r a l l y  a f f e c t  th e  u se  o f  la n g u a g e .

I n  r e g a r d  to  women u s in g  more p r e s t i g e  fo rm s th a n  men, 

women a s  p r o p e r  r h e t o r i c i a n s ,  can  be se e n  t o  be a b le  to  

r e a c h  o u t  t o  o th e r s  i n  la n g u a g e  an d  l i f e  and  to  l i s t e n  to  

o t h e r s  i n  t u r n .  The ways t h a t  women a r e  a b le  to  r e a c h  o u t 

a r e  l a r g e l y  u n f a m i l i a r  to  men and w hich u n f a m i l i a r i t y  f o r  

men i s  c o s t l y .  T h is , a l s o ,  i t  s t a n d s  to  r e a s o n ,  h a s  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  change a s  c o n ta c t  b e tw een  th e  se x e s
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becom es more f r a t e r n a l *

S o c ie ty  w i l l  be changed  b e fo r e  la n g u a g e  i s  c h an g e d . 

H ow ever, i t  i s  hoped t h a t  a s  s o c i e t y  becom es more aw are  o f  

th e  u n d e r ly in g  p r e j u d i c e s  e v id e n c e d  by o u r  la n g u a g e  p e rh a p s  

t h e r e  w i l l  be a  change i n  th e  ways t h a t  i t  d e n ig r a te s  

women*



APPENDIX A 
QUESTIONNAIRE USED IN THIS STUDY



"WHAT WOULD YOU SAY"

YOUR AGE_____________  YOUR SEX.

YOUR SCHOOL______________________________________________

YOUR GRADE IN SCHOOL_______________
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On th e  fo l lo w in g  p ag es  you w i l l  r e a d  a b o u t s i t u a t i o n s  

t h a t  c o u ld  happen  to  y o u . We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w hat you w ould 

s a y  i n  e v e ry  s i t u a t i o n .

On e ac h  page t h e r e  a r e  l i n e s  f o r  y o u r  a n sw e r . P le a s e  

u s e  a  s e p a r a te  sp ace  f o r  each  o f  y o u r w o rd sv up  to  f i v e  w ords 

o n  a  l i n e .  Use a s  many l i n e s  a s  you n e e d .

You can  b e g in  w henever you a re  r e a d y .  P le a s e  be su re  to  

re sp o n d  to  a l l  e ig h t  s i t u a t i o n s .

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP
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You a r e  s ta n d in g  on th e  c o m e r  h o ld in g  two i c e  cream  

c o n es  when a  boy  on  r o l l e r  s k a te s  s to p s  i n  f r o n t  o f  you and  

s a y s t  "Why a r e  you h o ld in g  two i c e  cream  c o n e s? "

What do you sa y ?

r

PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE
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You a re  s ta n d in g  on th e  c o rn e r  h o ld in g  two i c e  cream  

c o n es  when a g i r l  on r o l l e r  s k a te s  s to p s  i n  f r o n t  o f  you and 

s a y s i  "Why a r e  you h o ld in g  two i c e  cream  c o n es? "

What do you sa y ?

PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE

%
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You a r e  s ta n d in g  on a  c o r n e r  and  a  boy on a  t r i c y c l e  

r u n s  o v e r  y o u r t o e ,  w hat do you say ?

PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE
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You a r e  s ta n d in g  on a  c o rn e r  and a  g i r l  on  a  t r i c y c l e  

r u n s  o v e r  y o u r  t o e ,  w hat do you sa y ?

PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE
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A te e n a g e d  boy m e e ts  you on  th e  s t r e e t  and s a y s t  

" S e e in g  a s  i t ' s  n o t  H a llo w ee n *  t e l l  me why y o u 'r e  w e a rin g  

a  H allow een  m a s k .M What do you sa y ?

PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE



76

A te e n a g e d  g i r l  m e e ts  you on th e  s t r e e t  and s a y s t  

" S e e in g  a s  i t ' s  n o t  H a llo w een , t e l l  me why y o u 'r e  w e a rin g  

a  H allow een  m ask ."  What do you say ?

PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE
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A teenaged boy shoves you in order to get ahead of you
in line* what do you say?

PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE
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A teenaged girl shoves you in order to get ahead of you
in line, what do you say?

PLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE
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Now t h a t  y o u 'v e  p la y e d  o u r  game, w ould you p le a s e  an sw er 

a  few  l a s t  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t y o u r s e l f .

I  l i v e  i n  t h e  same h ouse  a s  one o r  b o th  o f  my p a r e n t s .

( C i r c l e  one) Yes No

My M o th e r 's  e d u c a t io n  in c lu d e d *

( C i r c l e  one) 9 th  G rade 1 0 th  Grade
o r  l e s s  t h r u  some c o l le g e

My F a t h e r 's  e d u c a t io n  in c lu d e d *

( C i r c l e  one) 9 th  G rade 1 0 th  Grade
o r  l e s s  t h r u  some c o l le g e

My M o th e r 's  jo b  i s * _____________________________________

My F a t h e r 's  jo b  i s * _____________________________________

What s o r t  o f  w ork do you p la n  to  do a s  a n  a d u l t ?

How do you p la n  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h i s  work?.

I  have  b r o t h e r s  o l d e r  th a n  I  am. I  h av e  b r o t h e r s  y o u n g e r

th a n  I  am. I  have  s i s t e r s  o l d e r  th a n  I  am. I  have___

s i s t e r s  y o u n g e r th a n  I  am.

C o lle g e  
G rad u a te  
o r  more

C o lle g e  
G ra d u a te  
o r  more

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR PLAYING THIS GAME



APPENDIX B 

FIFTEEN ILLUSTRATIVE RESPONSES
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FIFTEEN ILLUSTRATIVE RESPONSES 

E xam ples o f  E xtrem e C o u rte s y

1 . S c e n a r io  3» Fem ale A c to r  M ale C o lle g e  S tu d e n t

"W e ll, b e c a u se  I 'm  me and y o u 'r e  you an d  we a r e  b o th  i n d i ­
v i d u a l s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r . "

2 . S c e n a r io  2 , Fem ale A c to r  Fem ale  C o lle g e  S tu d e n t

" I  m ig h t s a y  i t ' s  none o f  y o u r  b u s in e s s  f i r s t ,  th e n  I  m ig h t 
t e l l  h e r  why b e c a u se  s h e 's  a  f e m a le ."

E xam ples o f  A g g re ss io n

3 . S c e n a r io  3» M ale A c to r  M ale 1 0 th  G rad er

"What th e  fu c k  a r e  you s a y in g ?  Why d o n 't  you lo o k  a t  y o u r ­
s e l f ?  By th e  way, i s  t h a t  a  c r e a s e  i n  th e  m id d le  o f  y o u r  
f a c e  o r  i s  t h a t  y o u r  a s s h o le ? "

4 . S c e n a r io  3» Fem ale A c to r  Fem ale C o lle g e  S tu d e n t

"E a t s h i t  b i t c h ,  w h a t 's  y o u r  p ro b lem ?"

Exam ple o f  Rhymed A g g re s s io n

5 .  S c e n a r io  4 ,  Male A c to r  M ale 5 th  G ra d e r

"Hey you two b a l l  s u c k e r ,  m o th e r  f u c k e r ,  I  was i n  f r o n t  o f
y o u ."

E xam ples o f  S ex u a l A g g re ss io n

6 .  S c e n a r io  4 ,  Fem ale A c to r  M ale 1 0 th  G ra d e r

"You k e ep  sh o v in g  me, th e  n e x t  t im e  I 'm  g o in g  t o  t a k e  my d ic k  
and  shove  i t  i n  y o u r  m o u th ."

7 .  S c e n a r io  3 , M ale A c to r  Fem ale C o lle g e  S tu d e n t

"Fuck y o u , I  hope y o u r  b a l l s  f a l l  o f f . "

Exam ple o f  Sexism

8 .  S c e n a r io  1 , Fem ale A c to r  Fem ale 5 th  G ra d e r

" L i t t l e  g i r l ,  you a r e  a  l i t t l e  la d y  and  l a d i e s  d o n 't  go bump­
in g  i n t o  p e o p le ,  do th e y ? "
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FIFTEEN ILLUSTRATIVE RESPONSES -  CONTINUED 

Example o f  C re a t iv e  P r o p o s i t io n

9# S c e n a r io  2 , Fem ale Male 1 0 th  G ra d e r

"Do you w ant to  go 50-50  on a  baby?"

E xam ples o f  Sex R ole  D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  W ith in  The Same S c e n a r io  

From a  m ale  c o l le g e  s tu d e n t

1 0 . S c e n a r io  2 , M ale A c to r

" I 'm  w a i t in g  f o r  my f r i e n d  Simon to  come and  e a t  them  b o th ."

1 1 . S c e n a r io  2, Fem ale A c to r

"Hi t h e r e !  Would you l i k e  an  i c e  cream  co n e?  I  b o u g h t i t  
f o r  you b e c a u se  I  th o u g h t  you w ould  say  y e s . "

From a  fem a le  5 th  g r a d e r

1 2 . S c e n a r io  4 ,  Fem ale A c to r  

"N o th in g , I ' d  smack h e r . "

13# S c e n a r io  Male A c to r

"N o th in g , I ' d  punch h im ."  ( u n d e r s c o r in g  added)

From a  fem a le  1 0 th  g r a d e r  

1 4 . S c e n a r io  k. Fem ale A c to r

"Who a r e  y o u , th e  Queen o f  E n g la n d , g e t  y o u r  a s s  b a c k  i n  l i n e , "  

15# S c e n a r io  b, Male A c to r

" I f  he i s  much b ig g e r  th a n  I  am I  would s a y ,  'E x cu se  me,

I  w as i n  f r o n t  o f  y o u ' . "
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(COLLEGE SAMPLE)

S ource Sum o f  S a u a re s d f  Mean S a u a re F

Sex 9 ,9 0 3 1 9 .9 0 3 0 .0 9 2
Sex x  S u b je c ts 8190 .551 76 107 .770

A c to r  Sex (A) 9 9 .3 3 ^
2 .411

1 9 9 .3 3 4 10 .197**
Sex x A 1 2 .411 0 ,2 4 7
A x S u b je c ts 740 .358 76 9 .7 4 2

A c to r  Age ( B) 29.620 1 29 ,620 1 .1 7 6
Sex x B 5 .0 0 4 1 5 .0 0 4 0 .1 9 9
B x S u b je c ts 1913 .488 76 2 5 .1 7 7

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 1 .557 1 1 .5 5 7 0 .0 4 6
Sex x C 23 .968 1 2 3 .9 6 8 0 .711
C x S u b je c ts 2562 .109 76 3 3 .7 1 2

A x  B 6 .7 3 9 1 6 .7 3 9 0 .6 4 6
Sex x A x B 0 .7 3 9 1 0 .7 3 9 0 .0 7 1
A x  B x S u b je c ts 792 .850 76 1 0 .4 3 2

A x C 8 .4 6 3 1 8 .4 6 3 0 .81 1
Sex x A x C 9 .2 5 7 1 9 .2 5 7 0 .8 8 8
A x  C x S u b je c ts 792 .723 76 1 0 .4 3 1

B x C 109 .306 1 1 0 9 .3 0 6 3 .141
Sex x B x C 20.280 1 20 .2 80 0 .5 8 3
B x  C x S u b je c ts 2644 .385 76 3 4 .7 9 5

A x  B x C 6 .250 1 6 .2 5 0 0 .6 5 3
Sex x A x B x C 2 8 .942 1 2 8 .9 4 2 3 .0 2 4
A x B x C x S u b je c ts 727 .396 76 9 .5 7 1

TOTAL 18725.605 623 3 0 .0 5 7

* p < .0 5 , 0 1 , i:"::"-*p<. 001
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR WORDS PER SENTENCE (COLLEGE SAMPLE)

Source
Sex
Sex x Subjects
Actor Sex (A) 
Sex x A 
A x Subjects
Actor Age (B)
Sex x B 
B x Subjects
Actor Action (C) 
Sex x C 
C x Subjects
A x B
Sex X A x E
A x B X Subjects
A x C
Sex X A x C
A x C X Subjects
B x c
Sex X B x C
B x C X Subjects
A x B X C
Sex X A x B x C
A x B X C x Subjects

TOTAL

Sum of Squares df
4 3 .1 4 2  1

5 6 0 9 .785  76

5 6 .2 6 5  1
2 .4 0 6  1

4 5 3 .0 1 3  76

3 1 .3 4 6  1
4 .4-70 1

1 7 9 8 .1 4 ?  76

4 .1 9 0  1
3 .9 1 9  1

1 7 4 7 .2 6 4  76

1 .4 9 5  1
2.528  1

517 .561  76

8 .2 9 2  1
7 7 .4 8 9  1

589*313 76

121 .620  1
1 .6 0 2  l

1641 .868  76

0 .1 7 3  1
2 5 .8 4 8  l

4 9 1 .4 1 9  76

13233.121  623

Mean Square F
4 3 .1 4 2  0 ,4 4 7
7 3 .8 1 3

5 6 .2 6 5  9 .4 3 9 J>*
2 .4 o 6  0 .4 0 4
5 .9 6 1

3 1 .3 4 6  I .325
4 .4 7 0  0 .1 8 9

23 .6 60

4 .1 9 0  0 .1 8 2
3 .9 1 9  0 .1 7 0

2 2 .9 9 0

1 .4 9 5  0 .2 2 0
2 .5 2 8  0 .3 7 1
6.810

8 . 2 9 2  1 .06 9
7 7 .4 8 9  9 .9 9 3 * *

7 .7 5 4

121.620 5 .630*
1 . 6 0 2  0 .0 7 4

2 1 .6 0 4

0 .1 7 3  0 .0 2 7
2 5 .8 4 8  3 .9 9 7 *

6 .4 6 6

21.241

* p < , 0 5 1 '" '" p C .0 1 ,  " " " p C . 001
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR EXPLETIVES (COLLEGE SAMPLE)

S o u rce  Sum o f  S a u a re s d f Mean S au a re F

Sex 0 .0 7 ^ 1 0 .0 7 4 0 .2 5 1
Sex x S u b je c ts 22.281 76 0 .2 9 3

A c to r  Sex (A) 0 .4 9 8 1 0 .4 9 8 7 .0 5 9 * *
Sex x A 0 .4 0 8 1 0 .4 0 8 5 .7 8 5 *
A x S u b je c ts 5 .3 5 7 76 0 .0 7 0

A c to r  Age (B) 0 .8 2 0 1 0 .8 2 0 5 .5 5 3 *
Sex x B 0 .1 9 2 1 0 .1 9 2 1 .300
B x S u b je c ts 11 .226 76 0 .1 4 8

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 0 .0 0 4 1 0 .0 0 4 0 .0 2 2
Sex x C 0 .0 1 7 1 0 .0 1 7 0 .0 9 4
C x  S u b je c ts 13 .607 76 0 .1 7 9

A x  B 0 .3 2 7 1 0 .3 2 7 7 .4 5 1 * *
Sex x A x B 0 .5 9 6 1 0 .5 9 6 1 3 . 586***
A x B x S u b je c ts 3 .3 3 5 76 0 .0 4 4

A x  C 0 .0 3 8 1 0 .0 3 8 O.638
Sex x A x C 0 . 0 0 0 1 0 . 0 0 0
A x  C x S u b je c ts 4 .5 8 5 76 0 .0 6 0

B x C 2 .476 1 2 .4 7 6 11 .148**
Sex x B x C 0 .05 3 1 0 .0 5 3 O.237
B x C x S u b je c ts 16 .878 76 0 .2 2 2

A x  B x C 0 .0 1 7 1 0 .0 1 7 0 .3 5 3
Sex x A x B x  C 0 .0 0 4 1 0 .0 0 4 0 .0 8 3
A x B x  C x S u b je c ts 3 .6 0 7 76 0 .0 4 7

TOTAL 8 6 .3 9 7 623 0 .1 3 9

*P<.05» * * p < .  0 1 , * * *p < .oo i
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR AFFECT 
(COLLEGE SAMPLE)

RATING SCALE

Source Sum of Souares d f Mean Sauare F
Sex 0 .7 5 7 1 0 .7 5 7 0 .31 0
Sex x Subjects 185 .739 76 2 .4 4 4

Actor Sex (A) 9 .4 7 4 1 9 .4 7 4 2 6 . 225***
Sex x A 4.039 ' 1 4 .0 3 9 I I . I 79**
A x Subjects 27 .4 5 7 76 0 .361

Actor Age (B) 38 .646 1 3 8 .646 4 3 .3 3 8 * * *
Sex x B 3 .7 7 5 1 3 .7 7 5 4 .2 3 3 *
B x Subjects 6 7 .7 7 2 76 0 . 8 9 2

Actor Action (C) 0 .0 2 4 1 0 .0 2 4 0 .0 3 9Sex x C 1 .191 1 1 .191 1 .9 0 9C x Subjects 4 7 .4 3 2 76 0 .6 2 4

A x B 2 .4 1 7 1 2 .4 1 7 8 .2 1 5 * *
Sex x A x B 2 .020 1 2 .0 2 0 6 .8 6 4 *
A x B x Subjects 22.360 76 0 .2 9 4

A x C 0 .0 3 3 1 0 .0 3 3 0 .16 1
Sex x A x C 0 .0 0 7 1 0 .0 0 7 0 .0 3 6A x C x Subjects 15 .578 76 0 .2 0 5

B x C 12 .189 1 12 .189 1 0 .637**Sex x B x C 0 .2 6 6 1 0 .2 6 6 O.232
B x C x Subjects 8 7 .088 76 1 .1 4 6

A x B x C 0 .9 5 0 1 0 .9 5 0 4 .1 9 4 *
Sex x A x B x G 0 .2 4 5 1 0 .2 4 5 1 .0 8 0
A x B x C x Subjects 17 .212 76 0 .2 2 6

TOTAL 546 .6 6 9 623 0 .8 7 7

*p< .0 5 , **pC 01 , ***p<.001
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ANALYSIS OP VARIANCE FOR NUM3ER OF WORDS (TENTH GRADE SAMPLE)

Source Sum o f  S a u a re s d f Mean S quare F

Sex 135 .0 3 2 1 1 3 5 .0 3 2 0 .4 6 8
Sex x S u b je c ts 14419 ,754 50 2 8 8 .3 9 5

A c to r  Sex (A) 0 .2 6 5 1 0 .2 6 5 0 .0 1 2
Sex x A 29 .015 1 2 9 .0 1 5 1 .3 3 8
A x  S u b je c t s 1084 .492 50 2 1 .6 9 0

A c to r  Age (B) 118 .353 1 1 1 8 .3 5 3 1.121
Sex x  B 9 7 .6 2 2 1 9 7 .6 2 2 0 .9 2 4
B x S u b je c ts 5 2 8 0 . 246 50 1 0 5 .6 0 5

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 1 92 .932 1 1 9 2 .9 3 2 3 .5 6 9
Sex x C 6 6 .7 5 9 1 6 6 .7 5 9 1 .2 3 5
C x S u b je c ts 2703 .074 50 5 4 .0 6 1

A x  B 29.178 1 2 9 .1 7 8 1 .3 1 1
Sex x  A x  B 2 .5 2 4 1 2 .5 2 4 0 .1 1 3
A x  B x S u b je c ts 1112.656 50 2 2 .2 5 3

A x  C 34 .111 1 3 4 .1 1 1 1 .051
Sex x A x C 5 3 .630 1 5 3 .6 3 0 1 .6 5 2
A x C x S u b je c ts 1622.991 50 3 2 .4 6 0

B x C 180 .935 1 1 8 0 .9 3 5 7 .0 4 7 *
Sex x B x C 1 3 .7 4 2 1 13.74-2 0 .5 3 5
B x C x S u b je c ts 1283.822 50 2 5 .6 7 6

A x B x C 3 .0 2 8 1 3 .0 2 8 0 .1 2 7
Sex x A x 3 x C 8 .52 8 1 8 .5 2 8 0 .3 5 9
A x B x C x S u b je c ts 1187 .535 50 2 3 .7 5 1

TOTAL 29660.199 415 7 1 .4 7 0
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR WORDS PER SENTENCE (TENTH GRADE SAMPLE)

S ource Sum o f  S a u a re s d f Mean S au are F

Sex 15 .500 1 15 .500 0 .1 4 9
Sex x S u b je c ts 5203 .531 50 104.071

A c to r  Sex (A) 1 .3 3 3 1 1 .333 0 .0 5 2
Sex x A 1 .3 3 3 1 1 .3 3 3 0 .0 5 2
A x  S u b je c ts 1282 .812 50 25 .656

A c to r  Age (B) 8 5 .6 3 ^ 1 8 5 .6 3 4 1 .973
Sex x B 3 4 .9 6 5 1 3 4 .965 0 .3 0 6
B x S u b je c ts 2170 .304 50 4 3 .4 o 6

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 173 .644 1 173 .6 4 4 9 .3 4 0 *
Sex x C 19 .991 1 19.991 1 .1 3 3
C x S u b je c ts 882 .376 50 17 .648

A x B 17 .579 1 1 7 .579 1 .0 7 5
Sex x A x 3 2 .267 1 2 .267 0 .1 3 9
A x B x S u b je c ts 817 .500 50 1 6 .350

A x C 3 .9 0 5 1 3 .9 0 5 0 .1 5 2
Sex x A x C 4 0 .1 9 3 1 4 0 .1 9 3 1 .566
A x C x S u b je c ts 1282 .958 50 2 5 .6 5 9

B x C 148 .100 1 148 .100 6 . 213*
Sex x B x C 16 .801 1 16 .801 0 .7 0 5
B x C x S u b je c ts 1191 .877 60 23 .833

A x B x C 0 .2 3 1 1 O.231 0 .0 1 5
Sex x A x B x C 3 .7 3 9 1 3 .7 3 9 0 .2 5 0
A x B x C x S u b je c ts 748 .259 50 1 4 .9 6 5

TOTAL 14144.801 415 3 4 .0 8 4

*p<.05» ***?<. 001
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR EXFLETIVES (TENTH GRADE SAMPLE) 

S o u rce  Sum o f  S q u a re s  d f  Mean S auaro  F

Sex 0 .2 7 2
Sex x S u b je c ts  3 0 .0 7 4

A c to r  Sex (A) 0 .2 5 7
Sex x A 2 ,267
A x S u b je c ts  14 ,580

A c to r  Age (B) 4 .1 4 2
Sex x B 0 .0 5 5
B x S u b je c ts  16 .705

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 0 .000
Sex x C 0 .010
C x  S u b je c ts  16 .490

A x  B 0 .0 7 8
Sex x A x B 0 .0 3 0
A x B x S u b je c ts  12 ,383

A x C 0 .0 4 8
Sex x A :c C O.O96
A x C x S u b je c ts  9*865

3 x C 1 .043
Sex x B x C 0 .4 9 5
B x C x S u b je c ts  19*342

A x B x C 0 .0 1 7
Sex x A x B x C 0 . l 6 l
A x B x C x S u b je c ts  9*330

TOTAL 137*738

1 0 .2 7 2 0 .4 5 3
50 0 .601

1 0 .2 5 7 0 .8 8 1
1 2 .267 7*773**

50 0 .2 9 2

1 4 .1 4 2 1 2 . 396***
1 0 .0 5 5 O.165

50 0 .3 3 4

1 0 .0 0 0
1 0 .0 1 0 0 .0 2 9

50 0 .33 0

1 0 .0 7 8 0 .3 1 6
1 0 .030 0 .1 2 2

50 0 .2 4 8

1 0 .0 4 8 0 .2 4 4
1 0 .0 9 6 0 .4 8 8

50 0 .1 9 7

1 1 .043 2 .697
1 0 .4 9 5 1 .280

50 0 .3 8 7

1 0 .0 1 7 0 .0 8 9
1 0 .161 0 .8 6 2

50 0 .1 8 7

415 0 .3 3 2

* p < .0 5 , * * p < .o i ,  ** *p < .o o i
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR AFFECT RATING SCALE 

(TENTH GRADE SAMPLE)

S o u rce Sum o f  S n u a re s d f Mean S au are F

Sex 2 .670 1 2 .670 0 .7 4 1
Sex x  S u b je c ts 180 .091 50 3 .60 2

A c to r  Sex (A) 9 .7 1 5 1 9 .7 1 5 10 .793**
Sex x A 13 .408 1 13.408 l4 .8 9 5 ,*',f
A x  S u b je c ts 4-5.006 50 0 .900

A c to r  Age (B) 4 5 .7 4 4 1 4 5 ,7 4 4 4 6 .9 9 4 * *
Sex x B 0 ,0 5 2 1 0 .0 5 2 0 .0 5 3
B x S u b je c ts 4 8 .6 7 0 50 0 .9 7 3

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 0 .0 5 9 1 0 .0 5 9 0 .0 6 4
Sex x C 0 .4 4 3 1 0 ,4 4 3 0 .4 8 7
C x  S u b je c ts 4 5 .4 7 0 50 0 .9 0 9

A x  B 0 .9 0 9 1 O.909 1 .869
Sex x A x B 0 .9 0 9 1 O.909 1 .869
A x  B x  S u b je c ts 2 4 .313 50 0 .4 8 6

A x  C 2 .9 7 5 1 2 .9 7 5 5 .1 2 0 *
Sex x A x C 0 .6 6 8 1 0 .6 6 8 1 .1 4 9
A x C x  S u b je c ts 2 9 .0 5 4 50 0 .5 8 1

B x  C 5 .7 8 8 1 5 .788 5 .0 5 6 *
Sex x B x C 0 .2 4 9 1 0 .2 4 9 0 .2 1 8
B x C x  S u b je c ts 57 .241 50 1 .1 4 5

A x  B x  C 1 .1 5 4 1 1 .1 5 4 2 ,0 0 1
Sex x A x B x C 0 . 0 0 0 1 0 . 0 0 0
A x  B x  C x S u b je c ts 28 .8 3 6 50 0 .5 7 7

TOTAL 543 .420 415 1 .3 0 9

* P < .0 5 . * * p < .0 1 , ***p<.001
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR NUMBER OF WORDS (5thGRADE SAMPLE)

S ource Sum o f  S c u a re s d f Mean Sauare F
Sex
Sex x S u b je c ts

1150 .323
1239^ .813

1
93

1150 .323
233 .278

8 . 631**

A c to r  Sex (A) 
Sex x A 
A x S u b je c ts

8 .5 1 3
0 .3 5 6

742 .1 3 6

1
1

93

8 .5 1 3
0 .3 5 6
7 .9 8 0

1 .067
0 .0 4 5

A c to r  Age (B) 
Sex x B 
B x  S u b je c ts

6 5 7 .5 1 4
6 .6 8 9

1 9 ^3 .9 5 2

1
1

93

6 5 7 .5 1 4
6 .6 8 9

20 .903

31 .456***
0 .320

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 
Sex x C 
C x S u b je c ts

3 .5 8 2
3 5 .6 3 5

2 1 2 1 .582

1
1

93

3 .5 8 2
3 5 .6 3 5
2 2 .8 1 3

0 .1 5 7
1 .5 6 2

A x  B
Sex x A x B 
A x  B x  S u b je c ts

0 .0 2 0
0 .9 6 7

8 83 .6 4 6

1
1

93

0 .0 2 0
0 .9 6 7
9 .5 0 2

0 .0 0 2
0 .1 0 2

A x  C
Sex x A x C 
A x  C x S u b je c ts

0 .4 0 5
5 6 .6 2 6

1184 .338

1
1

93

0 .4 0 5
5 6 .6 2 6
1 2 .7 3 5

0 .0 3 2
4 .4 4 7 *

B x C
Sex x B x C 
B x  C x  S u b je c ts

123 .261
3 0 .1 0 3

2100.256

1
1

93

123 .261
3 0 .1 0 3
2 2 .5 8 3

5 .^ 5 8 *
1 .3 3 3

A x  B x  C
Sex x A x B x C
A x  B x C x S u b je c ts

2 6 .3 3 8
0 .4 0 1

1154 .063

1
1

93

2 6 .3 3 8
0 .4 0 1

1 2 .4 0 9

2 .1 2 2
0 .0 3 2

TOTAL 24625 .480 759 3 2 .4 4 5

*p<r.05, * * p < .o i ,  *** p < .oo i

%
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR WORDS PER SENTENCE (5 th  GRADE SAMPLE)

S o u rce Sum o f  Sciuares d f Mean S a u a re F

Sex 4-18.093 1 4-18.093 3 .8 9 7
Sex x  S u b je c ts 9976.4-88 93 107 .2 7 4

A c to r  Sex (A) 7 .281 1 7 .281 0 .8 1 7
Sex x  A 1 .671 1 1 .671 0 .1 8 8
A x S u b je c ts 828 .633 93 8 .9 10

A c to r  Age (3 ) 319 .555 1 319 .555 16 .408***
Sex x B 0.4-10 1 0.4-10 0 .021
B x S u b je c ts 1811 .193 93 19 .475

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 0 .3 1 8 1 0 .3 1 8 0 .0 1 7
Sex x C 34-. 84-3 1 3 4 .8 4 3 1 .881
C x S u b je c ts 1722.301 93 1 8 .519

A x B 2 .8 5 7 1 2 .8 5 7 O.383
Sex x  A x B 0 .1 0 2 1 0 .1 0 2 0 .0 1 4
A x B x S u b je c ts 694-. 14-2 93 7 .4 6 4

A x C 0 .5 5 9 1 0 .5 5 9 0 .0 5 1
Sex x A x C 2 8 .8 1 2 1 2 8 .8 1 2 2 .6 3 2
A x C x S u b je c ts 1 0 1 7 .9 0 2 93 1 0 .9 4 5

B x  C 210 .7 1 3 1 2 1 0 .7 1 3 1 2 .072***
Sex x  B x  C 2 0 .2 9 5 1 2 0 .2 9 5 1 .1 6 3
B x C x S u b je c ts 1623 .232 93 1 7 .4 5 4

A x  B x C 5 .6 2 8 1 5 .6 2 8 0 .6 5 5
Sex x A x B x C 0 .0 0 5 1 0 .0 0 5
A x  B x C x S u b je c ts 799 .630 93 8 .5 9 8

TOTAL 19524-.629 759 2 5 .7 2 4

*P<.05» * * p < .o i f ***p< .oo i
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. ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR EXPLETIVES ( 5 t h  GRADE 'SAMPLE)

S ource Stun o f  S a u a re s d f Mean S au are F

Sex 1 .2 0 2 1 1 .2 0 2 2 .9 1 5
Sex x  S u b je c ts 38 .351 93 0 .4 1 2

A c to r  Sex (A) 0 .0 5 1 1 0 .0 5 1 1 .2 3 9
Sex x A 0 .0 8 8 1 0 .0 8 8 2 .1 2 6
A x  S u b je c t s 3 .8 6 4 93 0 .0 4 2

A c to r  Age (3 ) 0 .5 3 ? 1 0 .5 3 ? 4 .0 2 1 *
Sex x B 0 .0 58 1 0 ,0 5 8 0 .4 3 4
B x  S u b je c ts 12 . 4 l6 93 0 .1 3 4

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 0 .3 4 5 1 0 .3 4 5 3 .9 6 0 *
Sex x C 0 .0 5 6 1 0 .0 5 6 0 .6 3 9
C x  S u b je c ts 8 .1 0 7 93 0 .0 8 7

A x  B 0 .0 2 3 1 0 .0 2 3 0 .4 3 6
Sex x A x B 0 .0 4 9 1 0 .0 4 9 0 .9 3 3
A x  B x  S u b je c ts 4 .9 3 0 93 0 .0 5 3

A x C 0 .0 2 5 1 0 .0 2 5 0 .5 2 5
Sex x A x C 0 .1 3 5 1 0 .1 3 5 2 .8 9 2
A x  C x S u b je c ts 4 .3 4 4 93 0 .0 4 7

B x  C 0 .1 4 5 1 0 .1 4 5 1 .1 9 8
Sex x B x C 0 .3 5 1 1 0 .3 5 1 4 .0 6 7 *
B x  C x S u b je c ts 8 .0 1 8 93 0 .0 8 6

A x  B x  C 0 .0 5 1 1 0 .0 5 1 0 .7 5 2
Sex x A x B x C 0 .0 8 8 1 0 .0 8 8 1 .2 9 1
A x  B x  C x S u b je c ts 6 .3 6 4 93 0 .0 6 8

TOTAL 8 9 .5 9 9 75 9 0 .1 1 8

* P < .0 5 , * * p < .0 1 , ***p<.001
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ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR AFFECT 

(5 th  GRADE SAMPLE)

RATING SCALE

Source Sum o f  S a u a re s d f Mean S au a re F

Sex 4 .9 0 9 1 4 .9 0 9 1 .010
Sex x S u b je c ts 4 5 1 ,9 1 0 93 4 .8 5 9

A c to r Sex (A) 1 .258 1 1 .2 5 8 5 .6 7 8 *
Sex x  A 0 .0 0 5 1 0 .0 0 5 0 .0 2 4
A x  S u b je c ts 2 0 .6 0 5 93 0 .2 2 2

A c to r  Age (B) 2 4 .4 3 6 1 2 4 .4 3 6 40 .498***
Sex x B 0 .5 6 3 1 0 .5 6 3 0 .9 3 3
B x  S u b je c t s 5 6 .1 1 6 93 0 .6 0 3

A c to r  A c tio n  (C) 7 .440 1 7 .4 4 0 13 .461***
Sex x  C 0 ,0 7 2 1 0 .0 7 2 0 .1 2 9
C x S u b je c ts 5 1 .4 0 2 93 0 .5 5 3

A x  B 0 .2 4 4 1 0 .2 4 4 1 .071
Sex x A x B 0 .4 9 6 1 O.496 2 .181
A x B x S u b je c ts 2 1 .1 5 6 93 0 .2 2 7

A x C 0 .7 9 4 1 0 .7 9 4 3 ,4 4 6
Sex x A x C 3 .2 5 7 1 3 .2 5 7 1 4 . 139***
A x C x S u b je c ts 2 1 .4 2 2 93 0 .2 3 0

B x C 2 .4 6 8 1 2 .4 6 8 3 .5 1 4
Sex x B x C 0 .1 4 1 1 0 .1 4 1 0 .2 0 1
B x C x S u b je c ts 6 5 .3 0 1 93 0 .7 0 2

A x B x C 0 .0 0 1 1 0 .0 0 1 0 .0 0 4
Sex x A x B x C 0 .0 3 3 1 0 .0 3 3 0 .1 4 9
A x  B x C x S u b je c ts 20 .341 93 0 .2 1 9

TOTAL 754 .367 759 0 .9 9 4

* p < .o 5 , <■*?<.o i ,  ***p < .oo i
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF ELICITED EXPLETIVES

E x p le t iv e  Fem ale M ale T o ta l

a s s  6  6

a s s h o le  6 5 n

a s s y  l  i

b a s t a r d  3 8 11

bend  o v e r ,  I ' l l  d r iv e  1 l
you home

b i t c h  16 5 21

c a t  s h i t  l  1

c u n t l  i

c u te  a s s  -  l  ±

damn 8 8

damn a s s  2 2

damn b a s t a r d  1 1

damn i t  3 3

damn you 1 -  1

d ic k  1 1

dog s h i t  1 -  1

f a g g o t  3  3

f a g ' s  day  -  1 1

50-50  on  a  baby 1 l

f r e a k  you b i t c h  l  1

f r i g g i n g  2 2

fu c k  10 11 21

fu c k  o f f  3 3

fu c k  up  1 1
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ELICITED EXPLETIVES CONTINUED

E x p le t iv e Fem ale M ale T o ta l

fu c k  you 15 2 17
fu c k  you up 1 - 1
fu c k  y o u r s e l f 1 2 3
fu c k e d  up 1 1 2
f u c k in g - 4 4
f u c k in g  a s s - 1 1
f u c k in g  a s s h o le 1 - 1
fu c k in g  b a s t a r d - 2 2
f u c k in g  b i t c h 2 3 5
fu c k in g  douchebag - 1 1
fu ck o - 1 1
gay  l o r d - 1 1
g ay  so n  o f  a  b i t c h - 1 1
go to  h e l l 1 - 1
goddamn 3 6 9
goddamn i t 2 2 4
h a rd  on - 1 1
h e l l 6 13 19
1*11 shove so m e th in g  
i n  you

- 1 1

J e s u s  C h r i s t 1 - 1
k ic k  y o u r  a s s 2 1 3
m erde mm 2 2
m o th e r fu c k e r - 2 2
p i s s  on  you - 1 1
p r i c k mm 1 1
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ELICITED EXPLETIVES CONTINUED 

E x p le t iv e  Fem ale M ale T o ta l  -

put i t  up your ass - 1 1
schmuck 2 - 2
schmucky - 1 1
screw - 1 1
s h it 8 5 13
shithead - 2 2

shove i t 1 - 1
shove i t  up my ass - 1 1
son of a b itch 5 13 18

stup id  ass 1 - 1
sucker - 5 5
two b a ll  sucker - 1 1
up your ass - 2 2

up yours 1 - 1
what the fuck 1 - 1
what the h e ll 1 - 1
whore m 1 1
you fuck - 2 2

you sucker - 2 2

your mother - 1 1

TOTALS 109 138 247
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