INFORMATION TO USERS

This manuscript has been reproduced from the microfilm master. UMI
films the text directly from the original or copy submitted. Thus, some
thesis and dissertation copies are in typewriter face, while others may
be from any type of computer printer.

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the
copy submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or pocr quality
illustrations and photographs, print bleedthrough, substandard margins,
and improper alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send UMI a complete
manuscript and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if
unauthorized copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate
the deletion.

Oversize materials (e.g., maps, drawings, charts) are reproduced by
sectioning the original, beginning at the upper left-hand corner and
continuing from left to right in equal sections with small overlaps. Each
original is also photographed in one exposure and is included in
reduced form at the back of the book.

Photographs included in the original manuscript have been reproduced
xerographically in this copy. Higher quality 6" x 9" black and white
photographic prints are available for any photographs or illustrations
appearing in this copy for an additional charge. Contact UMI directly

to order.

UMI

A Bell & Howell Information Company
300 North Zeeb Road. Ann Arbor. MI 48106-1346 USA
313:/761-4700 800/521-0600






Order Number 9510669

“Kabir Sings”: For soprano and orchestra. [Original
composition]

Hamer, Janice Ellen, Ph.D.

City University of New York, 1994

Copyright ©1994 by Hamer, Janice Ellen. All rights reserved.

U-M-1

300 N. Zeeb Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48106






Janice Hamer

Kabir Sings

for Soprano and Orchestra

Poem by Kabir, translated by Rabindranath Tagore

A dissertation submitted to the Graduate Faculty in Music
in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy
The City University of New York

1994



© 1994

JANICE E. HAMER

All Rights Reserved

ii



iii

This manuscript has been read and accepted for the Graduate Faculty in
Music in satisfaction of the dissertation requirement for the Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy.

September 9, 1994 Qk,« al G . 0\}

Date Chair of Exam@lng Cominittee
September 9, 1994 }M ~ W H‘&.%
Date Executive Officer

Professor Philip Lambert

Professor Joel Lester

Professor Thea Musgrave

Professor David Olan

Professor Joseph Straus

Supervisory Committee

THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK



iv

Acknowledgments

I would like to thank Sofia Gubaidulina for her powerful music and for
willlingness to answer my questions, and to express gratitude to Laurel Fay,
Gerard McBurney, Claire Polin, G. Schirmer, Inc. and Boosey & Hawkes for
their valuable assistance with materials. Gubaidulina's String Trio [Copyright
(c) 1989 by G. Schirmer, Inc. (ASCAP) International Copyright Secured, All
Rights Reserved] has been reprinted by permission of G. Schirmer, Inc.

Thea Musgrave and Joseph Straus have been unfailingly generous
with their time and attention as advisors on the two parts of this dissertation,
in a way I cannot adequately convey or acknowledge. 1 also express my ap-
preciation to the other members of my dissertation committee, and to Robert
Ross for copying Kabir Sings. David Finko and Sofia Kanevskaya were help-
ful with translations.

The friendship and support of Marvin Berkowitz, Lili Perski, David
Raymond, Ann Weiss and Charles Sherno (and through him, the coaching of
Heather Dawson) helped me to complete this task. Saul Sternberg's caring
has brightened many long days. Finally, I acknowledge the assistance of my

dear parents, Joe and Mickey Hamer.



Instrumentation

Score notated in C. All instruments at sounding pitch, except piccolo (sounds one
octave higher), contrabassoon (sounds one octave lower), xylophone (one octave higher),
glockenspiel and crotales (two octaves higher), celesta (one octave higher), harp
harmonics (one octave higher), and double bass (one octave lower).

Instruments

piccolo

2 flutes

2 oboes

English horn (doubles oboe 3)
2 clarinets

bass clarinet

2 bassoons

contrabassoon (doubles bassoon 3)
4 horns

3 trumpets

2 tenor trombones

bass trombone

tuba

1 timpanist (4 drums)

4 percussionists

harp

keyboard (piano and celesta)
strings

solo soprano



Player 1:

Chinese opera gong

finger cymbals

suspended cymbal

set of crotales

small Chinese hand cymbals

tambourine

high triangle

mediuin triangle

5 high tom-toms

medium tam-tam

4 tuned button gongs:
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Player 3:
glockenspiel
claves (one, with mallets)
glass wind chimes
high triangle
medium triangle
low triangle
finger cymbals
ratchet
2 low tom-toms
snare drum
medium tam-tam
medium crash cymbal

vi

Percussion

Player 2:

tambourine

vibraphone

medium Chinese hand cymbals
suspended cymbal

high brass wind chimes

hi-hat

medium triangle

snare drum

crash cymbal

Player 4:

marimba
xylophone
bass drum
chimes

finger cymbals
tambourine
wood block
steel drum:

H
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Kabir Sings

(Song XVII of Tagore’s translations, excerpted and adapted by |. H.)

The light of the sun, the moon, and the stars shines bright:

The melody of love swells forth, and the rhythm of love’s detachment beats the t1me
Day and night, the chorus of music fills the heavens; and Kabir says

“My Beloved One gleams like the lightning flash in the sky.”

Do you know how the moments perform their adoration?

Waving its row of lamps, the universe sings in worship day and night,

There are the hidden banner and the secret canopy:

There the sound of the unseen bells is heard.

And Kabir says: “There adoration never ceases; there the Lord of the Universe sitteth on
His throne.”

See what a lotus blooms at the heart of the spinning wheel of the universe!

There falls the rhythmic beat of life and death:

There love-songs resound, and light rains in showers; and the worshipper is entranced
in the taste of the heavenly nectar.

There the sky is filled with music:

There the harp-strings jingle, and there the drums beat.

There have I seen joy, for ever, perfection of joy.
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