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Instrumentation
Score notated in C. All instruments at sounding pitch, except piccolo (sounds one 

octave higher), contrabassoon (sounds one octave lower), xylophone (one octave higher), 
glockenspiel and crotales (two octaves higher), celesta (one octave higher), harp 
harmonics (one octave higher), and double bass (one octave lower).

Instruments
piccolo 
2 flutes 
2 oboes
English horn (doubles oboe 3)
2 clarinets 
bass clarinet
2 bassoons
contrabassoon (doubles bassoon 3)
4 horns
3 trumpets
2 tenor trombones 
bass trombone 
tuba
1 timpanist (4 drums)
4 percussionists 
harp
keyboard (piano and celesta)
strings
solo soprano
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Percussion

Player 1:
Chinese opera gong 
finger cymbals 
suspended cymbal 
set of crotales
small Chinese hand cymbals 
tambourine 
high triangle 
medium triangle 
5 high tom-toms 
medium tam-tam 
4 tuned button gongs:

nrl------ 5— i*—kf—^ ^  f-" :

Player 2:
tambourine
vibraphone
medium Chinese hand cymbals 
suspended cymbal 
high brass wind chimes 
hi-hat
medium triangle 
snare drum 
crash cymbal

Player 3:
glockenspiel
claves (one, with mallets) 
glass wind chimes 
high triangle 
medium triangle 
low triangle 
finger cymbals 
ratchet
2 low tom-toms 
snare drum 
medium tam-tam 
medium crash cymbal

Player 4: 
marimba 
xylophone 
bass drum 
chimes
finger cymbals 
tambourine 
wood block 
steel drum:
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Kabir Sings
(Song X V II of Tagore's translations, excerpted and adapted by J. H.)

The light of the sun, the moon, and the stars shines bright:
The melody of love swells forth, and the rhythm of love's detachment beats the time. 
Day and night, the chorus of music fills the heavens; and Kabir says 
"My Beloved One gleams like the lightning flash in the sky."

Do you know how the moments perform their adoration?
Waving its row of lamps, the universe sings in worship day and night,
There are the hidden banner and the secret canopy:
There the sound of the unseen bells is heard.
And Kabir says: "There adoration never ceases; there the Lord of the Universe sitteth on 

His throne."

See what a lotus blooms at the heart of the spinning wheel of the universe!
There falls the rhythmic beat of life and death:
There love-songs resound, and light rains in showers; and the worshipper is entranced 

in the taste of the heavenly nectar.
There the sky is filled with music:
There the harp-strings jingle, and there the drums beat.
There have I seen joy, for ever, perfection of joy.



Kabir
I ran s. Rabindranath Tagore

to my parents

Kabir Sings
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