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ABSTRACT

A s y n t a c t i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  C h r e t i e n  de T royes*  Le C heva­

l i e r  de l a  C h a r r e t t e  h a s  shovm u n e q u iv o c a l ly  t h a t  th e  tw o -  

c a s e  s y s te m  o f  Old F re n c h  was s e m a n t i c a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  s y n ­

t a c t i c a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l .

At l e a s t  55 p a s s a g e s  i n  w h ich  s e m a n t ic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

d ep en d s  on  c a s e  fo rm  a lo n e  have b een  fo u n d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

s e v e r a l  i n  w h ich  th e  c a s e  sy s te m  r e c e i v e s  s u p p o r t  from o t h e r  

m o r p h o l o g i c a l  d e v i c e s .  These 55 exam ples  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  a  

f u n c t i o n a l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  1 , 03#  b a s e d  on t h e  t o t a l  num ber 

o f  noun p h r a s e s  (N P 's )  i n  t h e  t e x t ,  o r  1 .4 2 # ,  b a s e d  on t o t a l  

d e c l i n a b l e  N P 's ,  i f  b o t h  N P 's  a r e  c o u n te d  a s  f u n c t i o n a l  i n  

p a s s a g e s  w here  t h e  fo rm  o f  e i t h e r  o f  two N P 's  d e t e r m in e s  

m ean in g j  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  0 .7 4 #  an d  1 . 03# ,  r e ­

s p e c t i v e l y ,  i f  o n ly  one o f  t h e  two N P 's  i s  c o n s id e r e d  f u n c ­

t i o n a l  i n  s u c h  e x a m p le s .  T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  s tu d y ,  t h e  c o n c e p t s  

o f  d e c l i n a b i l i t y  and f u n c t i o n a l i t y  have been  a p p l i e d  t o  e n t i r e  

N P 's  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  w o rd s .

Each o f  t h e  p r im a r y  ex am p les  h a s  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  i n d i v i d u ­

a l l y ,  a s  h av e  s e v e r a l  s u p p o r t i n g  exam p les  and i n s t a n c e s  o f  

a m b i g u i t i e s  w h ich  a r e  n o t  r e s o l v e d  by c a s e  fo rm s ,  and t h e  

r e l a t i v e l y  few  d e v i a n t  c a s e  fo rm s  fo u n d  have b e e n  c l a s s i f i e d  

an d  a n a l y z e d .  The m orpho logy  o f  th e  c a s e  sy s te m  h as  b e e n  sum­

m a r iz e d ,  t h e  p ro b le m s  in v o lv e d  i n  t e x t  s e l e c t i o n  and t h e  a d ­

v a n ta g e s  o f  th e  c h o s e n  t e x t  have been  e x p l a i n e d ,  and  t h e  

m e th o d o lo g y  a d o p te d  h a s  b een  s e t  f o r t h  i n  c o m p le te  d e t a i l .
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INTRODUCTION

The Old F re n c h  (OF) l a n g u a g e ,  g e n e r a l l y  d e f i n e d  a s  t h a t  

sp o k en  from  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e  O aths  o f  S t r a s b o u r g  i n  842 

A.D. u n t i l  c a .  1300 A .D .,  d i f f e r e d  m ost s t r i k i n g l y  from  th e  

modern la n g u a g e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  tw o -c a s e  sy s te m  f o r  

n o u n s ,  a d j e c t i v e s ,  d e t e r m i n e r s ,  and  many n o w - i n d e c l i n a b l e  

p r o n o u n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  g r e a t  f reed o m  o f  i t s  word o r d e r ,  

a  f re e d o m  w h ic h  p re su m a b ly  w ould n o t  have b een  p o s s i b l e  w i th ­

o u t  t h e  d e c l e n s i o n a l  s y s t e m .  The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  h a s  b e e n  u n ­

d e r t a k e n  t o  c l a r i f y  w h e th e r ,  and t o  w hat e x t e n t ,  t h e  c a s e  

sy s te m  was t r u l y  f u n c t i o n a l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  c a s e  fo rm s d e ­

t e r m in e d  s e m a n t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  p u r e l y  s y n t a c t i c  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s * .  T h is  a im  o b v io u s ly  r e q u i r e s  a  f a i r l y  e a r l y

♦The d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  s e m a n t i c  and  s y n t a c t i c  f u n c t i o n ­
a l i t y  may be i l l u s t r a t e d  by  th e  l i n e s  1

L o rs  a  l e  c h e v a l i e r  veu
and

De s o n  c o l  o s t e  so n  e s c u  
l i  c h e v a l i e r s  .............

The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  w ould m ost p r o b a b ly  be i n t e r p r e t ­
ed  t o  m ean, "Then th e  k n i g h t  s a w ,"  i f  n o t  f o r  t h e  o b l iq u e  
fo rm  o f  l e  c h e v a l i e r , w h ic h  e x c lu d e s  t h i s  n o m in a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  
t h e  o n ly  one i n  th e  c l a u s e ,  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  
l i n e  m eans ,  "Then he saw t h e  k n i g h t , "  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  s u b j e c t  
( a n o t h e r  k n i g h t )  n o t  a p p e a r i n g  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  s u r f a c e  s t r u c ­
t u r e .  The o b l i q u e  c a s e  o f  th e  a r t i c l e  + noun c o m b in a t io n  i s  
s e m a n t i c a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  n e e d e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  
m ean in g  o f  t h e  c l a u s e .

The s e c o n d  p a s s a g e  o b v i o u s l y  m eans ,  "The k n i g h t  t a k e s  
o f f  h i s  s h i e l d  from  a ro u n d  h i s  n e c k . "  Even i f  s o n  e sc u  were 
n o t  o b l iq u e  and  l i  c h e v a l i e r s  w ere n o t  n o m in a t iv e  i n  fo rm , 
c l e a r l y  a  s h i e l d  c o u ld  n o t  t a k e  o f f  a  k n i g h t .  However, i f  
t h i s  w ere some o b s c u re  l a n g u a g e ,  f o r  w h ich  l i n g u i s t s  had e s ­
t a b l i s h e d  th e  c o m p le te  m orp h o lo g y  b u t  n o t  th e  m ean ings  o f  
m o s t  l e x i c a l  i t e m s ,  we m ig h t  n o t  know t h a t  e s c u  i s  in a n im a te  
an d  c h e v a l i e r s  a n im a te ,  an d  t h a t  t h e  v e r b  r e q u i r e s  an  a n i -



t e x t ,  composed b e f o r e  t h e  c a s e  sy s te m  b e g a n  t o  b r e a k  down, 

and p r e f e r a b l y  p r e s e r v e d  i n  a  m a n u s c r ip t  w hich a l s o  d a t e s  

from t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d .

The t e x t  on w h ic h  th e  s tu d y  h a s  b e e n  b a s e d  i s  Le C heva­

l i e r  de l a  C h a r r e t t e . a  7 1 1 2 - l i n e  rom ance i n  v e r s e  by t h e  

t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  p o e t  C h r / t i e n  de T r o y e s .  T e x ts  e a r l i e r  t h a n  

th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  w ere  detemed u n s u i t a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  manu­

s c r i p t  t r a d i t i o n  i s  t o o  u n r e l i a b l e ,  and  many o t h e r  w orks  

w hich  a r e  c o n te m p o ra ry  w i th  o r  e a r l i e r  t h a n  th e  one e v e n t u ­

a l l y  s e l e c t e d  p ro v e d  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  th e  same r e a s o n  a n d / o r  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  have come down t o  u s  i n  d i a l e c t s  i n  w h ich  u s e  

o f  t h e  ca se  s y s te m  became c h a o t i c  a t  a  v e r y  e a r l y  d a t e .  The 

p ro b le m  o f  t e x t  s e l e c t i o n  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  b e f o r e  

th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d .

mate s u b j e c t .  The c a s e  fo rm s  a r e  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l ,  
i n  t h a t  t h e y  w ould e s t a b l i s h  th e  s u b j e c t - o b j e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  j u s t  d e s c r i b e d ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s e m a n t i ­
c a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b ­
l i s h  t h e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  c l a u s e  once th e  m ean ings  o f  t h e  i n ­
d i v i d u a l  l e x i c a l  i t e m s  a r e  known.v



THE OLD FRENCH CASE SYSTEM

The d e c l e n s i o n a l  s y s te m  o f  C l a s s i c a l  L a t i n  was r e d u c e d  

i n  OF t o  two c a s e s i  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  ( c a s - s u j e t ) ,  w h ich  was 

g e n e r a l l y  a l s o  fo u n d  i n  v o c a t i v e  f u n c t i o n ,  an d  t h e  o b l iq u e  

( c a s - r ^ g i m e ) ,  w h ich  h ad  assum ed th e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  a l l  t h e  

o t h e r  L a t i n  c a s e s  and  was u s e d  b o th  w i t h  and w i t h o u t  p r e p ­

o s i t i o n s .  The two c a s e s ,  how ever, w ere by no  means m orpho­

l o g i c a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  i n  a l l  nouns  and a d j e c t i v e s .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  summary o f  t h e  sy s te m  a s  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  c a .  1100 

A.D. i s  a im ed  a t  g i v i n g  a  c o n c i s e  o v e rv ie w  o f  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  

o f  d i s t i n c t i v e  c a s e  f o rm s .  I t  i g n o r e s  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  

th e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e s e  fo rm s ,  w i th  w h ich  M. K. P o p e 's *  t r e a t ­

m ent i s  l a r g e l y  c o n c e r n e d .

The o n ly  c a s e -m a r k in g  morpheme i n  OF was t h e  e n d in g  - s  

o r  -z f t s ) ,  w h ich  a l s o  s e r v e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  p l u r a l  from  

s i n g u l a r  number ( t h e  a f f r i c a t e  - z  was a  c a s e  m a rk e r  a s  s u c h  

i n  some w o rd s ,  b u t  i n  m o st i t  was an  o r t h o g r a p h i c  d e v ic e  

show ing  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  - s  t o  s t e m - f i n a l  - t  o r  - d ,  e . g . ,

L . g r a n d i s  > OF g r a n z ) .  E x c e p t  f o r  c e r t a i n  n o u n s  an d  a d ­

j e c t i v e s  w h ich  were i n v a r i a n t  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  b o t h  c a s e  an d  

number b e c a u s e  t h e i r  s te m s  a l r e a d y  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  - s  o r  - z ,  

t h i s  e n d in g  was u n i v e r s a l l y  p r e s e n t  i n  th e  o b l i q u e  p l u r a l  

and  a b s e n t  i n  t h e  o b l i q u e  s i n g u l a r .  I t  was a l s o  r e g u l a r l y

* From L a t i n  t o  Modern F r e n c h . M a n c h e s te r  U n iv .  P r e s s ,  193**.
R e p r i n t e d  19&4. Most o f  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  c a s e  sy s te m  
is  c o n ta in e d  i n  C h a p te r  2 o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  on m o rp h o lo g y ,  p p .  
3 9 3 -3 1 9 .



p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  p l u r a l  f o r  f e m in in e  nouns and  a d ­

j e c t i v e s  b u t  was r e g u l a r l y  l a c k i n g  f o r  m a s c u l i n e s ,

In  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r ,  t h e  e n d in g  was a b s e n t  f o r  

a l l  f e m in in e s  whose s tem s  ended  i n  r e ,  b u t  was shown b y  m o st 

m a s c u l i n e s ,  e x c e p t i

1) t h e  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d  i n d e c l i n a b l e s  w i t h  s te m s  i n  

- s  o r  - z

2 )  t h o s e  w i t h  s te m s  e n d in g  i n  - r e

3) t h o s e  show ing  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  s te m  fo rm  i n  t h e  nom­

i n a t i v e  s i n g u l a r  ( i m p a r i s y l l a b i c s ) .

I t  may be n o te d  t h a t ,  f o r  m ost f e m i n i n e s ,  t h e  modern F re n c h  

s y s te m ,  i n  w h ich  number i s  m arked  ( a t  l e a s t  o r t h o g r a p h i c a l l y )  

b u t  n o t  c a s e ,  t h u s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  OF.

As f o r  p a r i s y l l a b i c  f e m in in e  n o u n s  and a d j e c t i v e s  n o t  

e n d in g  i n  - e ,  t h e r e  was a  good d e a l  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n  OF g e n ­

e r a l l y  i n  t h e  u s e ,  o r  f a i l u r e  t o  u s e ,  f i n a l  - s  i n  t h e  nom ina­

t i v e  s i n g u l a r j  how ever ,  i n  t h e  t e x t  c h o s e n  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  

t h i s  - s  i s  u s e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y .  I n  th e  p l u r a l  t h e s e  w ords 

w e re ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n d e c l i n a b l e ,  l i k e  a l l  f e m in in e  p l u r a l s .

The f o l l o w i n g  p a ra d ig m s  may s e r v e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  

above s t a t e m e n t s !

th e  good  k i n g ' i  m odern  ' l e  b o n  r o i*

S i n s u l a r  

l i  bons r e i s

P l u r a l

N o m in a tiv e l i  bon r e i

O b liq u e l e  bon r e i l e s  bons r e  i s



• th e  good f a t h e r * , ' l e  bon pere*

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l

N o m in a tiv e  l i  b o n s  p e re  l i  bon p e re

O b liq u e  l e  bon  p e re  l e s  bons  p e r e s

' t h e  good w om an', ' l a  bonne femme*

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l

N o m in a tiv e  l a  bone feme l e s  b ones  fem es

O blique  l a  bone feme l e s  b ones  femes

' t h e  s t r o n g  h a n d ' ,  ' l a  m ain  f o r t e '

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l

N o m in a tiv e  l a  f o r t  m a in s  o r  l a  l e s  f o r z  m ains
f o r z  m ains  o r  l a  f o r t  
m ain

O b liq u e  l a  f o r t  m ain  l e s  f o r z  m ains

I t  s h o u ld  a l s o  be n o t e d  t h a t  OF a d j e c t i v e s  d e r i v e d  

from L a t i n  a d j e c t i v e s  s u c h  a s  g r a n d l s  and f o r t i s . w hich 

had a  common s e t  o f  c a se  fo rm s  f o r  m a s c u l in e  and  fe m in ­

i n e ,  a l s o  l a c k e d  d i s t i n c t i v e  m a sc u l in e  and f e m in in e  f o rm s , 

i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  a d j e c t i v e s  s u c h  a s  b o n ( s )  -  b o n e , d e r i v e d  

from t h e  L a t i n  b o n u s - b o n a- bonum t y p e .  However, a n a l o g i ­

c a l  fo rm s  s u c h  a s  g ra n d e  a n d  f o r t e  b egan  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  

th e  en d  o f  t h e  OF p e r i o d ,  an d  even  e a r l i e r  t h e r e  was much 

c o n f u s io n  i n  th e  u s e  o f  g r a n t  v s .  g r a n t  o r  g r a n s  t o  m o d ify  

f e m in in e  nouns  in  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r .

The t h i r d  g ro u p  m e n t io n e d  u n d e r  m a s c u l in e s  w h ich  do n o t  

t a k e  - s  i n  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r  r e q u i r e s  f u r t h e r  comment.



The o n l y  a d j e c t i v e s  h e re  in c lu d e d  a r e  c o m p a ra t iv e  fo rm s  ( i n  

OF, a s  i n  m odern F re n c h ,  o n l y  a  few a d j e c t i v e s  had  d i s t i n c ­

t i v e  c o m p a r a t i v e s ,  t h e  r e s t  m aking u se  o f  th e  a d v e r b  p l u s ) t 

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  s te m  be tw een  th e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r  and 

th e  o t h e r  fo rm s  e x i s t e d  f o r  th e  f e m in in e  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  th e  

m a s c u l i n e .  M o rp h o lo g ic a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  th e  m a s c u l in e  

and f e m in in e  fo rm s  o f  t h e s e  a d j e c t i v e s  o c c u r r e d  o n ly  i n  th e  

n o m in a t iv e  p l u r a l ,  where th e  f e m in in e s  added  - s  and th e  m as­

c u l i n e  d i d  n o t .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  a d j e c t i v e s  and  t o  mas­

c u l i n e  n o u n s ,  a  v e r y  few fe m in in e  nouns  were o f  t h i s  t y p e .  

These re m a rk s  may be i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r a d ig m s i

' t h e  g r e a t e r  ( g r e a t e s t )  b a ro n  ( w a r r i o r ) ' ,
' l e  p l u s  g ra n d  b a r o n '

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l

N o m in a t iv e  l i  g r a i n d r e  b e r  l i  g r a i g n o u r  b a ro n

O b liq u e  l e  g r a i g n o u r  b a ro n  l e s  g r a i g n o u r s  b a ro n s

' t h e  b e t t e r  ( b e s t )  a u n t ' ,  ' l a  m e i l l e u r e  t a n t e '  

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l

N o m in a t iv e  l a  m i e i l d r e  a n t e  l e s  m e i l l o u r s  a n t a i n s

O b liq u e  l a  m e i l l o u r  a n t a i n  l e s  m e i l l o u r s  a n t a i n s

• th e  good s i s t e r ' ,  ' l a  bonne s o e u r '

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l

N o m in a t iv e  l a  bone s u e r  l e e  b o n e s  s e r o r s
( s o r o u r s )

O b liq u e  l a  bone s e r o r  ( s o r o u r )  l e s  b o n e s  s e r o r s
( s o r o u r s )



I n  m ost a c t u a l  t e x t s ,  h o w ev e r ,  a n a l o g i c a l  fo rm s  su c h  a s  

l i  p e r e s . l i  b e r s . l i  e m p e r e r e s . e t c . ,  i n  w h ich  - s  i s  added 

t o  a  m a s c u l in e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r  w h ich  w ould  n o t  be e x p e c t ­

ed  t o  t a k e  th e  e n d in g ,  o c c u r  a l o n g  w i th  t h e  e x p e c te d  fo rm s .

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e x t ,  m a s c u l in e  n o m in a t iv e s  i n  - r e s  w ere  th e  

o n ly  a n a l o g i c a l  fo rm s fo u n d ,  an d  t h e s e  have b een  t r e a t e d  i n  

g e n e r a l  a s  i f  t h e y  w ere r e g u l a r .  U s u a l ly  t h e y  a r e  accom pa­

n i e d  by an  a r t i c l e  a n d / o r  o t h e r  m o d i f i e r  ( e . g . ,  l i  p e r e s ) ,  

w h ic h  m arks t h e  e n t i r e  noun p h r a s e  (NP) a s  d e c l i n a b l e ,  b u t  

when su c h  a n a l o g i c a l  n o m in a t iv e  fo rm s o c c u r  a l o n e ,  t h e y  have 

b e e n  t r e a t e d  a s  d e c l i n a b l e  N P 's ,  ev en  th o u g h  th e  " r e g u l a r "  

fo rm  w ould be i n d e c l i n a b l e .

A d j e c t i v e s  and p a r t i c i p l e s  r e g u l a r l y  o c c u r r e d  i n  a  neu ­

t e r  fo rm , w h ic h  was i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  th e  m a s c u l in e  s i n g u l a r  ob­

l i q u e ,  when u s e d  a s  p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e s  i n  a g re e m e n t  w i th  

t h e  n e u t e r  p ro n o u n  ce. and  im p e r s o n a l  i l ,  o r  when u s e d  im p er­

s o n a l l y  w i t h o u t  an  o v e r t  s u b j e c t ,  e . g . ,  i n  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  

" m o l t  l i  e s t  g r i e f " ( ' h e  i s  v e r y  s o r r y ' ) .

One s p e c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  u s e  o f  th e  n o m in a t iv e  

w here  th e  o b l i q u e  m ig h t  be e x p e c te d  on s y n t a c t i c  g ro u n d s  i s  

w o r th y  o f  m e n t io n .  When a  p e r s o n  o r  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  i s  named 

by u s e  o f  t h e  p h r a s e  " a  non"  ( ' h a s  th e  n a m e ' ) ,  t h e  name i t ­

s e l f  i s  a lw ay s  n o m in a t iv e ,  so t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  be a n a ly z e d  a s  

i n  a p p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o b l iq u e  noun  n o n . An exam ple from  th e  

p r e s e n t  t e x t  i s i  "L i u n s  a  n o m  LI PONZ EVAGES" ( 'O n e  o f  them 

h a s  t h e  nam e« THE WATERY BRIDGE'), 1 .  6 5 6 . The n o m in a t iv e  

was u s e d  ev en  w i th  t h e  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  " a  a



non" ( ' h a s  f o r  a  n a m e ' ,  t h e  se c o n d  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  m odern 

a ) ,  a l t h o u g h  h e re  t h e  name i t s e l f  w ould  n o r m a l ly  a p p e a r  t o  be 

th e  o n ly  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  Thus, i n  1 .  *3660-1, we f i n d  " L a n c e lo z  

d e l  Lac a  a  non l i  c h e v a l i e r s . . "  ( ' t h e  k n i g h t  i s  named L an ce­

l o t  o f  t h e  L a k e . . . ' ) .

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  

b o th  o f  w h ich  a r e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  more d e t a i l  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on 

m e th o d o lo g y ,  have b e e n  a d o p te d i

(1 )  Nouns, a d j e c t i v e s ,  and  a r t i c l e s  have n o t  b een  t r e a t ­

ed i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  co m p le te  n o m in a l  e x p r e s s i o n  

(NP) o r  a n  a d j e c t i v a l  e x p r e s s i o n  m o d ify in g  an  u n d e r s to o d  noun 

( a l s o  c o u n te d  a s  an  NP) has  b een  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e c l i n a b l e  o r  

i n d e c l i n a b l e  d e p e n d in g  on w h e th e r  o r  n o t  i t  c o n t a i n s  a t  l e a s t  

one w ord  whose fo rm  d i f f e r s  i n  th e  n o m in a t iv e  and  th e  o b l i q u e .

(2 )  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  n o u n s ,  a d j e c t i v e s ,  and  a r t i c l e s ,  t h e  

c a se  s y s te m  h as  b een  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  i n c l u d e  c e r t a i n  p ro n o u n s ,  

nam ely  t h o s e  w h ich  were d e c l i n a b l e  i n  OF b u t  a r e  no l o n g e r  so  

in  t h e  m odern l a n g u a g e .  These p ro n o u n s  a r e i  c i l / c e l / c e l u i  

( m . s g . ) ,  c e l e / c e l i  ( f . s g . ) ,  c i l / c e u s  (m. p l . ) »  c i s t / c e s t / c e s -  

t u i  ( m . s g . ) ,  c e s t e / c e s t i  ( f . s g . ) ,  c i s t / c e s  ( m . p l . ) i  u n s / u n /  

un/ u n s  i a u c u n s /a u c u n /a u c u n /a u c u n s  i a u t r e s / a u t r e / a u t r u i t n u l s  

(n u s ) / n u l / n e l u i » c h a s c u n s / c h a s c u n i t e l  ( t e x ) / t e l / t e x t p l u s i o r /  

p l u s i o r s i m a i n z / m a i n t i t o z / t o t / t u i t / t o z  ( p l . ) i  a l l  i n d e c l i n ­

a b le  f e m in in e s  c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h e  a b o v e ,  w here d i s t i n c t i v e  

f e m in in e  fo rm s e x i s t e d j  and a l l  p o s s e s s i v e  p ro n o u n s  e x c e p t

th e  i n v a r i a n t  l o r  ( t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l ) .  The d e m o n s t r a t i v e ,  

i n d e f i n i t e ,  and  p o s s e s s i v e  a d j e c t i v e s  c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  th e
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above  have a l s o  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  OF c a s e  s y s ­

te m . However, a l l  p ro n o u n s  w h ich  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e  

i n  b o th  t h e  o ld  and  m odern  l a n g u a g e s ,  o r  w h ich  a r e  i n d e c l i n ­

a b l e  i n  b o t h ,  have b e e n  a r b i t r a r i l y  e x c lu d e d ,  s i n c e  t h e  te rm  

" c a s e  sy s te m "  i s  t a k e n  t o  r e f e r  t o  a  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  m e d ie v a l  

la n g u a g e  w h ich  h a s  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .



SELECTION OF A TEXT

P r e l i m i n a r y  S tu d y  o f  t h e  "Chanson de R o land"

I t  was a t  f i r s t  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  th e  Chanson de R o la n d , 

w h ic h  i n  t h e  O xford  m a n u s c r ip t  r u n s  t o  4002 l i n e s  and  a p ­

p e a r s  t o  be th e  work o f  a  s i n g l e  s c r i b e ,  m ig h t  s e r v e  a s  th e  

e x c l u s i v e  c o r p u s ,  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  th e  F re n c h  

c h a n s o n s  de g e s t e ,  h a v in g  p r o b a b ly  b e e n  composed a b o u t  1100 

A .D . ,  a l t h o u g h  t r a d i t i o n  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  a  Norman j o n g l e u r  

r e c i t e d  i t  a t  H a s t i n g s  i n  1066 , The O xford  Ms, (D igby  23) 

i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be t h e  o l d e s t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  b e s t  o f  th e  

e x t a n t  c o p i e s ,  and  t o  d a te  from  1125-1150  A .D .*  The e p i c  

m ig h t  t h e r e f o r e  be e x p e c te d  t o  g iv e  a  good p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  

c a s e  s y s te m  w h i le  i t  was s t i l l  i n  f u l l  v i g o r .  However, 

i n s p e c t i o n  o f  M o ig n e t ' s  e d i t i o n ,  w h ich  f o l l o w s  t h e  O xford  

M s, v e ry  c l o s e l y ,  im m e d ia te ly  showed t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  

n o t  so s i m p l e .

For one t h i n g ,  t h e  O xford Ms, i s  Anglo-N orm an, and  i n  

t h i s  d i a l e c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  w e s t e r n  F re n c h  g e n e r a l l y  (Pope 

p ,  3 1 4 ) ,  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m  had a l r e a d y  begun  t o  b r e a k  down 

i n  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  and a s  Pope ( p .  462) p o i n t s  o u t ,  

i n  E n g lan d  i t  was " e a r l y  sh a k e n  by  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Eng­

l i s h  d e c l e n s i o n a l  s y s te m ,"  F o r  ex a m p le ,  t h e  names o f  two 

o f  th e  c h i e f  p r o t a g o n i s t s ,  R o la n d  and  O l i v i e r ,  n e v e r  a p p e a r

♦These d a t e s  a r e  c i t e d  by G. M o ig n e t  (1969) i n  h i s  e d ­
i t i o n  o f  t h e  poem ( p .  1 9 ) .  However, a  d a te  o f  1170 A.D. 
f o r  th e  m a n u s c r i p t  i s  c i t e d  by S t u d e r  and  W aters  (1924)
( p .  4 3 ) .



i n  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  fo rm s R o l l a n z  and O l i v i e r s , r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  s y n t a c t i c  f u n c t i o n ,  and M o ig n e t t e l l s  

u s  t h a t  R o la n d  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  d e n o te d  by  th e  a b b r e v i a t i o n  

R . ,  a l t h o u g h  he d o es  n o t  s p e c i f y ,  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  o c c u r r e n c e s

o f  th e  name, w h e th e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  o n ly  o r  t h e  o b l iq u e  form

R o l l a n t  a p p e a r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many o t h e r  n o u n s ,  b o t h  p ro p e r  

and  common, a p p e a r  f r e q u e n t l y  b u t  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  i n  th e  

o b l iq u e  when th e  n o m in a t iv e  i s  c a l l e d  f o r  s y n t a c t i c a l l y ,  

and  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  i n s t a n c e s  o f  th e  u s e  o f  a  n o m in a t iv e  

f o r  an  o b l i q u e .

A l th o u g h  no a t t e m p t  h a s  b e e n  made a t  a  c o m p a ra t iv e  

c o u n t  o f  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m  " e r r o r s "  and  th e  i n s t a n c e s  o f

c o r r e c t  c a s e  fo rm  u s e ,  t h e  e r r o r s  a r e  so  f r e q u e n t  t h a t  i t

w ould  n o t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  p l a c e  any c o n f id e n c e  in  a  seman­

t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b a s e d  s o l e l y  on t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a  

c a s e  form  o r  fo rm s ,  ev en  th o u g h  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  f a c i l i ­

t a t e d  by th e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  co m p le te  N P 's  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n d i ­

v i d u a l  w o rd s .

P. Guiraud ( 1 9 6 2 ) has analyzed th e  use in  the Roland 

o f  ob liq u e  case forms o f  common nouns fu n c tio n in g  a s nom­

in a t iv e s ,  and has su g g ested  th a t  such forms are used  only  

when the su b je c t  i s  " v ir tu e l ,"  i . e . ,  unaccompanied by de­

term in ers , as in  "s o l e i l l  n i  l u i s t . . . "  ( 'n e it h e r  does the  

sun s h i n e . . . * ) ,  bu t th a t  the exp ected  nom inative form i s  

found fo r  nouns which are " a c tu e l,"  i . e . ,  accompanied by 

an a r t i c l e  or o th er  determ in er, e . g . ,  "Li s o l e i l z  f u t  

c l e r . . . "  ('The sun was b r i g h t . . . ' ) .  B. Woledge, J .  Beard



e t  a l .  (1 9 6 7 ) h a v e ,  h o w ev er ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e m o l is h e d  t h i s  

t h e o r y  by m aking  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  c o u n t  o f  a l l  o b l iq u e  common 

noun  fo rm s u s e d  a s  s u b j e c t s  o r  p r e d i c a t e  n o m i n a t i v e s ,  and 

f i n d i n g  t h a t  su c h  nouns w i t h o u t  d e t e r m i n e r s  a r e  u s e d  i n  th e  

n o m in a t iv e  more o f t e n  th a n  i n  t h e  o b l iq u e  form  (226 v s .  118), 

w h e r e a s ,  on th e  o t h e r  h an d ,  t h e  o b l iq u e  i s  fo u n d  f o r  176 o f  

788 nouns w i t h  d e t e r m i n e r s .

Be t h a t  a s  i t  may, t h e s e  a u t h o r s '  s t u d i e s  so  n o t  have 

n e a r l y  th e  scope  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  s i n c e  th e y  e x c lu d e d  

from  a l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  n o t  o n ly  nouns  i n  o b l iq u e  f u n c t i o n ,  

b u t  a l s o  p r o p e r  nam es, f e m in in e s  i n  - e ,  p ro n o u n s ,  p r e d i r  

c a t e  a d j e c t i v e s ,  i n d e c l i n a b l e  n o u n s ,  and  i n f i n i t i v e s  u se d  

a s  n o u n s .  Woledge e t  a l .  do n o t  make c l e a r  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  

t h e y  i n c l u d e d  v o c a t i v e s  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t ,  o r  w h e th e r  t h e  p a r t s  

o f  a  compound s u b j e c t  a r e  c o u n te d  s e p a r a t e l y  o r  t o g e t h e r .

I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  even  i f  G u i r a u d 's  t h e s i s  c o u ld  be s u s t a i n e d ,  

t h i s  w ould s t i l l  n o t  b r i n g  n e a r l y  enough  o r d e r  i n t o  th e  c h a ­

o t i c  s t a t e  o f  th e  ca se  sy s te m  a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  R o land  t o  make 

t h i s  a  s u i t a b l e  t e x t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .

C r e s t i e n  de T ro y e s  and "L i  C h e v a l i e r s  de l a  C h a r r e t e "

S in c e  w hat was n e e d e d  was o b v i o u s l y  a  t e x t  i n  w hich  

c a s e  e r r o r s  w ould be e x t r e m e ly  r a r e  i f  n o t  t o t a l l y  a b s e n t ,  

i t  was d e c id e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  some work o f  C h r e t i e n  de Troyes 

( h e n c e f o r t h  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  C r e s t i e n ,  a s  he was c a l l e d  i n  h i s  

own d i a l e c t ) ,  s i n c e  he w ro te  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  th e  

t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  i n  th e  d i a l e c t  o f  Champagne, a  r e g i o n  w h ere ,



a c c o r d in g  t o  Pope ( p .  31*0* th e  c a s e  s y s te m  was m a in t a in e d  

i n t a c t  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  P r e l i m i n a r y  

i n s p e c t i o n  o f  L i C h e v a l i e r s  de l a  C h a r r e t e . s e l e c t e d  n o t  

b e c a u se  o f  an y  i n h e r e n t  s u p e r i o r i t y  t o  C r e s t i e n ' s  o t h e r  

w o rk s ,  b u t  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  h appened  t o  be a v a i l a b l e ,  

showed t h a t  h e re  was a  t e x t  w h ich  in d e e d  m et t h e  r e q u i r e ­

m en ts  .

The e d i t i o n  u s e d ,  t h a t  o f  M ario  R o q u es ,  w hich  h a s  b een  

p u b l i s h e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  Les C l a s s i q u e s  F r a n ^ a i s  du 

Moven Age. f o l l o w s  t h e  m a n u s c r ip t  o f  t h e  s c r i b e  G u io t  ( B ib l ,  

n a t .  f r .  79 * 0 . w hich  i s  by f a r  t h e  m ost c o m p le te ,  c a r e f u l ,  

and  r e l i a b l e  o f  t h e  s i x  e x t a n t  c o p i e s  (R oques ,  i n t r o d u c t i o n  

t o  th e  t e x t ,  p .  i i i ) .  A lth o u g h  a p p a r e n t  s c r i b a l  e r r o r s  a r e  

few , a l l  o f  t h e s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u n c t u a t i o n  and 

a l l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  r e j e c t e d  f o r  any r e a s o n  a r e  

Qite<| in t h e  . c r i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s .

L a n c e l o t  ou L i  C h e v a l i e r s  de l a  C h a r r e t e  was a p p a r e n t ­

l y  composed b e tw e e n  1177 and  1181 A .D .,  d u r in g  a  p e r i o d  when 

C r e s t i e n  was a l s o  a t  work on h i s  Y v a in . C ogent r e a s o n s  f o r  

a s s i g n i n g  t h e s e  d a t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  by Roques ( I n t r o d u c t i o n  

p .  v i i - l x ) .  The work was u n d e r t a k e n  a t  t h e  b e h e s t  o f  C r e s -  

t i e n ' s  p a t r o n e s s ,  t h e  C o u n te s s  M arie  o f  Champagne, a s  th e  

p o e t  h i m s e l f  e x p l a i n s  i n  th e  o p e n in g  l i n e s  o f  th e  w o rk .  

C r e s t i e n  d i d  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  c o m p le te  t h e  w ork , a p p a r e n t l y  

b e c a u se  he fo u n d  i t  more e x p e d i e n t  t o  f i n i s h  h i s  Y v a in  

f i r s t  (R o q u es ,  p .  v i i i - i x ) .  However, he t u r n e d  th e  Che­

v a l i e r  de l a  C h a r r e t e  o v e r  t o  a c o l l a b o r a t o r ,  th e  c l e r k



G o d e f ro i  de L e i g n i ,  whose work he c o n t in u e d  t o  s u p e r v i s e ,  

a s  G o d e f ro i  makes a  p o i n t  o f  t e l l i n g  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  to w a rd  

t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  poem. I n  h i s  e p i lo g u e  (1.7098«*7Il2), Gode­

f r o i  a l s o  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  he to o k  o v e r  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  

t a l e  w here L a n c e l o t  i s  im p r i s o n e d  i n  a  to w e r ,  on th e  b a s i s  

o f  w h ich  s t a t e m e n t  Roques ( p .  i x )  h a s  a s s i g n e d  1 .  6150  f o r  

t h e  commencement o f  G o d e f ro i* s  s e c t i o n .

The m a n u s c r ip t  F r .  79^ o f  t h e  B i b l i o t h e q u e  N a t io n a l e  

i s  i t s e l f  an  e x t e n s i v e  volum e w h ich  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  f o u r  

o t h e r  rom ances  by C r e s t i e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w orks o f  o t h e r  

a u t h o r s h i p .  M ario  Roques (1952) h a s  g iv e n  a  v e r y  com­

p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t ,  w h ich  he e s t a b l i s h e s  

a s  t h e  work o f  a  s i n g l e  c o p y i s t  and  a s c r i b e s  t o  t h e  e a r l y  

p a r t  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The s c r i b e  G u io t  g i v e s  

n o t  o n ly  h i s  name b u t  a l s o  h i s  a d d r e s s  ( " d e v a n t  N o tre  Dame 

d e l  V al s e s  o s t e x " ) ,  a l t h o u g h  w i t h o u t  a  town o r  c i t y  name, 

a t  a  p o i n t  i n  t h e  m a n u s c r ip t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  beyond  th e  s e c ­

t i o n s  c o m p r is in g  L i  C h e v a l i e r s  de l a  C h a r r e t e . Roques a r ­

g u es  t h a t  t h i s  a d d r e s s  was n o t ,  a s  e a r l i e r  e d i t o r s  have b e ­

l i e v e d ,  i n  P a r i s ,  b u t  i n  P r o v i n s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  C o m t/  

de B r i e j  s i n c e  t h i s  was c l o s e  t o  t h e  c o u r t  o f  Champagne, i t  

e x p l a i n s ,  a s  Roques p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  

u s a g e  and  g r a p h i c  c o n v e n t io n s  o f  t h e  s c r i b e  a r e  i n  a c c o r d  

w i t h  t h o s e  o f  Champagne. F u r th e r m o r e ,  Roques b e l i e v e s  t h a t  

G u io t  was n o t  a n  i t i n e r a n t  c o p y i s t  b u t  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a d e s ­

man, t h e  o p e r a t o r  o f  a  p e rm a n e n t  c o p y i s t s *  s h o p ,  and  t h a t  

t h e  name and  a d d r e s s  a s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  m a n u s c r ip t  w ere i n  th e



n a t u r e  o f  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t .

T h u s ,  t h e  m a n u s c r ip t  copy w as , i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  

w r i t t e n  n o t  more t h a n  50 y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a n  th e  o r i g i n a l  

poem, by a  s i n g l e  s c r i b e ,  whose n a t i v e  d i a l e c t  was t h e  

same a s  t h a t  o f  th e  p o e t .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m  was 

s t i l l  i n t a c t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  t h e  t im e  th e  copy  was m ade. 

A more f a v o r a b l e  m a n u s c r ip t  t r a d i t i o n  th a n  t h i s  f o r  t h e  

p u rp o se  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  c o u ld  n o t  be hoped  f o r .



METHODOLOGY

The s t a t i s t i c a l  s tu d y  i s  b a s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  on a  c o u n t  o f  

co m p le te  n o m in a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o r  noun p h r a s e s  (NP) r a t h e r  t h a n  

o f  i n d i v i d u a l  w ords b e lo n g in g  t o  th e  c a t e g o r i e s  (n o u n s ,  p r o ­

n o u n s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and  a d j e c t i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o s s e s s i v e  a d j e c ­

t i v e s  an d  p a r t i c i p l e s )  t o  w h ich  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m  a p p l i e s .  I n  

many i n s t a n c e s  an  NP c o n s i s t s  m e r e ly  o f  a  s i n g l e  noun , p r o ­

n o u n ,  o r  a d j e c t i v e ,  b u t  v e r y  o f t e n  th e  NP i s  an  a r t i c l e  + 

a d j e c t i v e  + n o u n  c o m b in a t io n ,  and  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  i t  i s  a  

s e r i e s  o f  c o n jo in e d  nouns a n d / o r  p ro n o u n s  o r  a d j e c t i v e s  a n d /  

o r  o f  n o m in a l  p h r a s e s  i n  a p p o s i t i o n .  Exam ples w i l l  be g iv e n  

b e lo w .

The m ethod c h o se n  o b v i o u s l y  r e s u l t s  i n  a  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

c a s e -m a rk e d  N P 's  w h ich  i s  f a r  h i g h e r  t h a n  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  w orda  i n  th e  d e c l i n a b l e  word c l a s s e s  w hich  a r e  i n  

f a c t  f o r m a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be 

t h e  m ost l o g i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m ost p r a c t i c a l  a p p ro a c h ,  

s i n c e ,  i n  a c t u a l  u s a g e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  ev en  one d i s t i n c t i v e  

c a s e  fo rm  s e r v e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  th e  e n t i r e  

NP, a d d i t i o n a l  c a s e  m a rk in g s  b e in g  r e d u n d a n t .  To t a k e  a  very 

s im p le  ex am p le ,

" S i r e ,  f e t  i l ,  m o l t  g r a n t  a n fa n e e  
av ez  f e i t e . . . "  ( 1 ,2 2 6 - 2 7 )

C " S i r e ,"  he s a i d ,  "you have  done a  v e r y  f o o l i s h  
t h i n g . "J

Here th e  noun a n fa n e e  ' c h i l d i s h  a c t '  i s  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  

( a s  i s  o f  c o u rs e  m o l t , h e re  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  an  ad v e rb ) ,  b u t  

t h e  a d j e c t i v e  g r a n t  i s  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  o b l i q u e ,  th e  c o r r e ­



s p o n d in g  n o m in a t iv e  b e in g  g r a n z  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  g e n d e r .  I n  

t h i s  e x am p le ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  ca se  s y s te m  i s  n o t  ev en  s y n ­

t a c t i c a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l ,  s i n c e  t h e  v e r b  fo rm  a v e z  e s t a b l i s h e s  

th e  d e l e t e d  p r o n o m in a l  s u b j e c t  a s  v o s . t h e  - e  e n d in g  o f  th e  

p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  f e i t e . w h ich  a g r e e s  i n  g e n d e r  w i t h  a n f a n e e . 

e s t a b l i s h e s  th e  l a t t e r  a s  th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  and  s e m a n t i ­

c a l l y  an  a b s t r a c t  noun su ch * g  a n fa n e e  c o u ld  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  be 

t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  su c h  a s  t h i s .

An NP w hich  shows a  h ig h  d e g re e  o f  r e d u n d a n c y  i s  mes 

s i r e  G au v a in s  (n o m .) /mon s e i g n o r  G auva in  ( o b i . ) ,  w h ich  i s  

u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e x t  i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  G aw ain, and  i n  

w h ich  a l l  t h r e e  w ords a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e .

T i e  e x p r e s s i o n s  c o u n te d  a s  N P 's  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  do 

n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c l u d e  a  no u n , b u t  may c o n s i s t  o n ly  o f  p ro ­

nouns  a n d / o r  a d j e c t i v e s .  S in c e  th e  aim  o f  t h e  s tu d y  i s  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  OF c a s e  s y s te m ,  a  f e a t u r e  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  th e  

m odern l a n g u a g e ,  p ro n o u n s  su c h  a s  je /m e / m o i . t u / t e / t o i . i l /  

l e / l i / l u i . e l e / l a / l i .  i l / l e s / l o r / e u s . and  th e  r e f l e x i v e s  se  

and  s o i  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  NP c o u n t ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  d i s ­

t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e  i n  t h e  modern a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o ld  languagp, 

and  nos  and v o s . w h ich  were i n v a r i a n t  i n  OF and  s t i l l  a r e ,  

a r e  l i k e w i s e  e x c l u d e d .  The d i s t i n c t i o n  among p ro n o m in a l  

fo rm s i n  OF was more c o m p l ic a te d  t h a n  one b a s e d  on c a s e  a l o n e ,  

s i n c e  i t  i n v o lv e d  s t r o n g  v s .  weak fo rm s ,  a s  d o es  t h e  modern 

la n g u a g e  t o  an  ev en  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  r e l e v a n t  

t o  th e  p ro b le m  a t  h a n d .  When, how ever ,  s u c h  p ro n o u n s  a r e  

m o d i f i e d  by an  a d j e c t i v e  o r  a d j e c t i v e s ,  t h e  l a t t e r ,  b e in g



s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d e c l e n s i o n a l  s y s te m ,  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  t o  constt*  

t u t e  an  NP w i th  th e  p ro n o u n .  I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  p o i n t  

w i l l  be g iv e n  b e lo w .

The f o l l o w i n g  p ro n o u n s ,  w h ich  were d e c l i n a b l e  i n  OP b u t ,  

t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  s u r v i v e  i n  modern F re n c h  a r e  no l o n g ­

e r  s o ,  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  NP c o u n t i

A l l  p o s s e s s i v e  p ro n o u n s  e x c e p t  th e  i n v a r i a n t  t h i r d  p e r ­

s o n  p l u r a l  fo rm  l o r .

D e m o n s t r a t i v e s t c i l / c e l / c e l u i  ( m . s g . ) ,  c e l e / c e l i  ( f . s g . ) ^  

c i l / c e u s  ( r n . p l . ) ,  c e l e s  ( f . p l . ) ;  c i s t / c e s t / c e s t u i  ( m . s g . ) ,  

c e s t e / c e s t i  ( f . s g . ) ,  c i s t / c e s  ( m . p l . ) ,  c e s t e s  o r  c e s  ( f . p l . ) .

I n d e f i n i t e  p r o n o u n s i u n s / u n .  a u c u n s / a u c u n . a u t r e s / a u t r e /  

a u t r u i ,  n u l s  (n u s ) / n u l / n e l u i t c h a s c u n s / c h a s c u n > t e l s  ( t e x ) /  

t e l , p l u s i o r / p l u s i o r s > m a i n z / m a i n t i t o z / t o t  ( s g . ) .  t u i t / t o z  

( p i . ) » and  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  f e m in in e  fo rm s ,  where d i s t i n c ­

t i v e  f e m in in e s  e x i s t e d .

I n t e r r o g a t i v e s  and r e l a t i v e s ! q u e l s (q u e x ) / q u e l . l e q u e I s /  

l e q u e l .

The f e m in in e  fo rm s o f  t h e s e  p ro n o u n s  a r e  i n  g e n e r a l  n o t  

d e c l i n a b l e ,  b u t  i t  w ould  be no more r e a s o n a b l e  t o  o m it  them 

from  a  c o u n t  w h ich  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m a s c u l in e s  

t h a n  t o  o m it  f e m in in e  nouns  i n  - e ,  C e le  i s  found  b o t h  as  

n o m in a t iv e  and  o b l iq u e  when u s e d  a s  a  d e m o n s t r a t iv e  a d j e c ­

t i v e ,  b u t  C r e s t i e n  u s e d  th e  s p e c i a l  o b l iq u e  form  c e l i  f o r  

th e  p ro n o u n .  The d e m o n s t r a t i v e  and  i n d e f i n i t e  p ro n o u n s  

l i s t e d  above were i n  g e n e r a l  a l s o  u s e d  a s  a d j e c t i v e s .  R i e n s /  

r i e n . w h ich  i s  o f  c o u r s e  also^ i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  NP c o u n t ,  was



i n  OF a  t r u e  noun o f  f e m in in e  g e n d e r ,  w h ich  f r e q u e n t l y  o c ­

c u r s  i n  p o s i t i v e  c l a u s e s  w i t h  i t s  o r i g i n a l  m ean ing  o f  ' t h i n g . '

The i n t e r r o g a t i v e s  and  r e l a t i v e s  o u i / q u e / c u i  ( th e  l a s t  a  

s p e c i a l  o b l iq u e  form  u s e d  m a in ly  f o r  human r e f e r e n t s  and a s  

i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  w i th  o r  w i th o u t  a  p r e p o s i t i o n )  a r e  n o t  i n ­

c lu d e d  i n  th e  NP c o u n t ,  s i n c e  modern F re n c h  makes t h e  q u i / q u e  

c a s e  d i s t i n c t i o n .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  i n  OF q u i  so m e tim es  f u n c ­

t i o n e d  a s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  and  que was som etim es  u s e d  a s  th e  

s u b j e c t  i n  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e s ,  b u t  s u c h  was n o t  t h e  u sa g e  o f  

C r e s t i e n .  P ronouns  su c h  a s  ce. and  q u a n t  (q u a n ) , w h ich  were 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  u s e d  a s  n e u t e r s  i n  t h e  o b l iq u e  fo rm  (q u a n z /  

q u a n t  was d e c l i n a b l e  when u s e d  a s  a n  a d j e c t i v e ) ,  a r e  a l s o  e x ­

c lu d e d  from  th e  NP c o u n t .

As a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d ,  a d j e c t i v e s ,  u s u a l l y  p r e d i c a t e  a d ­

j e c t i v e s ,  w h ich  m o d ify  a p ronoun  t h a t  i n  i t s e l f  would be 

o m i t t e d  from  t h e  NP c o u n t ,  a r e  i n c l u d e d ,  e v e n  when s u c h  a d ­

j e c t i v e s  a r e  i n d e c l i n a b l e  ( f e m in in e s  i n  -e. o r  m a s c u l in e s  i n  

- s ) .  When a  p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e  m o d i f i e s  a  noun  ( o r  a  p r o ­

noun  i n c l u d e d  i n  th e  NP c o u n t ) ,  i t  i s  n o t  c o u n te d  s e p a r a t e l y  

b u t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  form p a r t  o f  t h e  same NP a s  i t s  h e a d .

The f o l l o w i n g  may be c i t e d  a s  e x a m p le s i

arm^ f u r e n t . . .  ( 1 . 2 5 2 )

[ th e y  were a r m e d . . . ]

Here arm £, w h ich  m o d i f i e s  t h e  d e l e t e d  s u b j e c t  p ro n o u n  i l  

' t h e y ' ,  i s  c o u n te d  a s  an  NP. However i n

Me8 s i r e  G a u v a in s  fu  arm ez (1 .2 5 * 0

[My l o r d  Gawain wasr armed]



th e  p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e  arm ez i s  c o n s id e r e d  t o  form  p a r t  

o f  t h e  same NP a s  i t s  h e a d ,  G a u v a in s .

A d j e c t i v e s  o t h e r  t h a n  p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e s  a r e  c o u n te d  

when th e y  m o d ify  o b j e c t  o r  s u b j e c t  p ro n o u n s  w hich  w ould  n o t  

by t h e m s e lv e s  be i n c l u d e d  i n  th e  NP c o u n t .  T h u s ,  i n

c a r  je  l a  r a m a n ra i  m o l t  b i e n
t o t e  h e i t i e e  e t  t o t e  s a in n e  ( 1 .1 9 4 - 5 )

[ f o r  I  s h a l l  b r i n g  h e r  b ack  v e r y  w e l l ,  c o m p le te ­
l y  h e a l t h y  an d  in  good c o n d i t i o n }  ,

t h e  a d j e c t i v e s ,  w h ich  m o d ify  t h e  p ro n o u n  l a  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  

l a  re*ine ' t h e  q u e e n ' )  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  NP, 

ev en  th o u g h  t h e y  and  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  noun a r e  c a s e - i n v a r i ­

a n t .  S in c e  t h e  s u b j e c t  p ro n o u n  je .  h as  a  m a s c u l in e  r e f e r ­

e n t  ( th e  s e n e s c h a l  K ay),  th e  -e. and  -n e  e n d in g s  o f  t h e  a d -
•  4

j e c t i v e s  show t h a t  t h e y  r e f e r  t o  l a  r e i n e . b u t  t h i s  i s  g e n ­

d e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  c a s e  m a rk in g .  I f  t h e  o b j e c t  p ro n o u n  were 

m a s c u l in e ,  t h e  o b l iq u e  form  t o t  h e i t i ^  e t  t o t  s a i n  w ould  

show t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w h e reas  t o z  f a e i t i e z  e t  t o z  s a i n s  

w ould  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  m o d ify  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o ­

noun  j e . .

I n  th e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e ,

mes i r i e z  e t  d o la n z  l e  f i s t  ( 1 .1 8 2 )

[ b u t ,  a n g ry  and  u n h ap p y ,  he d i d  i t } ,

th e  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  n o m in a t iv e  form  o f  t h e  two a d j e c t i v e s  

( c o u n te d  a s  a  s i n g l e  NP) shows t h a t  t h e y  m o d ify  th e  d e ­

l e t e d  s u b j e c t  p ro n o u n  i l ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  l i  r o i s  ' t h e  k i n g ' ,



r a t h e r  t h a n  th e  p ro n o m in a l  o b j e c t  l e ,  w h ich  r e f e r s  t o  th e  

g r a n t i n g  o f  K a y 's  r e q u e s t  by t h e  k i n g .  The a d j e c t i v e  form  

i s  h e r e  b o th  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  and  s e m a n t i c a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l ,  s in c e  

" i r i e  e t  d o l a n t  l e  f i s t "  w ould  mean o n ly  t h a t  th e  r e q u e s t  

(w h ic h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  w ould  be r e p r e s e n t ­

ed  by a  d e l e t e d  s u b j e c t  p ro n o u n )  made th e  k in g  ( r e p r e s e n t e d  

by t h e  o b j e c t  p ro n o u n  l e )  a n g ry  and u n h a p p y ,  b u t  n o t  t h a t

t h e  k in g  g r a n t e d  th e  r e q u e s t .  T h is  l i n e  w i l l  be m e n t io n e d

a g a i n  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n a l i t y .

A p r e d i c a t e  noun , i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  a  p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e ,  

i s  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  t o  fo rm  a n  NP d i s t i n c t  from  

t h a t  w h ich  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  c l a u s e .

Compound s u b j e c t s  o r  o b j e c t s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  c o n s t i ­

t u t e  s i n g l e  N P 's ,  ev en  when th e y  in c lu d e  one o r  more p r e p o ­

s i t i o n a l  p h r a s e s i  how ever ,  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  e a c h  p r e p o s i t i o n  i s  

c o u n te d  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  NP.

As e x am p les  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g !

e i n z  l e  h u i e n t  p e t i t  e t  g r a n t
e t  l i  v e i l l a r t  e t  l i  a n f a n t .  (1.40*1-5)

Cbut s h o r t  and  t a l l  an d  o l d  p e o p le  and  c h i l d r e n
j e e r  a t  himO

The f o u r  n o u n s  (two o f  them a d j e c t i v e s  u s e d  a s  n o u n s )  w hich  

c o m p r is e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h u i e n t  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  t o  fo rm  a  

s i n g l e  NP.

n ' a l a  p a s  q u e r a n t  l e  m e i l l o r
n i  l e  p l u s  b e l  n i  l e  g r a i g n o r  ( 1 .2 9 1 - 2 )



[he d id  n o t  lo o k  f o r  t h e  b e s t  o r  t h e  m ost b e a u t -  
f u l  o r  t h e  b i g g e s t  ( h o r s e ) ]

The t h r e e  a d j e c t i v e s  w h ich  form  th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  p a r ­

t i c i p l e  q u e r a n t  and m o d ify  th e  u n e x p r e s s e d  noun c h e v a l  a r e  

c o u n te d  a s  a  s i n g l e  NP.

» •

e t  v i t  m o l t  g r a n t  d e s f o l e i z  
de ch ev ax  e t  g r a n t  f r o i s s e i z
d 'e s c u z  e t  de l a n c e s  en  t o r .  ( 1 .3 ° 7 - 9 )

[and he saw a  g r e a t  c o n f u s io n  o f  h o r s e s  and  
g r e a t  w reckage  o f  s h i e l d s  and  l a n c e s  a l l  a ro u n d ,}

•  • *  •

H e re ,  g r a n t  d e s f o l e i z . . . e t  g r a n t  f r o i s s e i z  t o g e t h e r  co m p rise

th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  v i t . and  t h i s  compound d i r e c t  o b j e c t  i s  

c o n s id e r e d  a  s i n g l e  NP, b u t  c h e v a x . e s c u z . and  l a n c e s , e a c h  

o f  w h ich  i s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  a r e  c o u n t ­

ed  s e p a r a t e l y ,  so  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  l i n e s  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  t o  c o n ­

t a i n  a  t o t a l  o f  f o u r  N P 's .  I f  t h e  de. b e f o r e  t h e  noun l a n c e s  

had  b e e n  o m i t t e d ,  t h i s  noun would have b een  t a k e n  t o g e t h e r  

w i th  e s c u z  t o  g iv e  a  t o t a l  NP c o u n t  o f  t h r e e .

T here  a r e ,  how ever ,  i n s t a n c e s  o f  N P-verb-N P c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n s  i n  w h ic h  b o th  N P 's  a r e  s u b j e c t s  o f  th e  i n t e r v e n i n g  

v e r b  and  y e t  c a n n o t  be c o n s id e r e d  a s  a  s i n g l e  n o m in a l  e x ­

p r e s s i o n ,  b e c a u s e  th e  v e r b  a p p e a r s  i n  a  s i n g u l a r  fo rm .

T h u s , i n

E t  l a  r e i n e  a n c o r  l ' a n  p r i e
e t  t u i t  l i  c h e v a l i e r  a  m a s s e . . .  ( 1 . 1 *j4 - 5 )

^ n d  th e  q u e e n  b eg s  him a g a i n  and  [ s o  do] a l l  
th e  k n i g h t s  a s  a  g ro u p ]



t h e  s e c o n d  l i n e  i s  c o n s id e r e d  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a  co m p le te  c l a u s e  

" e t  t u i t  l i  c h e v a l i e r  a  m asse  l ' a n  p r i e n t " ,  s i n c e  o n ly  l a  

r e i n e  can  be th e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  s i n g u l a r  v e r b  p r i e . T h is  e x ­

am ple i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  o n e ,  s i n c e  o n ly  th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  c a s e  

fo rm  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  NP m arks i t  a s  a  s u b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  as  

p a r t  o f  a  compound o b j e c t  i n c l u d i n g  th e  p ro n o u n  1 1 .  These  

l i n e s  w i l l  be m e n tio n e d  a g a i n  i n  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n ­

a l i t y  t e s t  c a s e s .

Two o r  more nouns  ( o r  e q u i v a l e n t  p ro n o u n s )  i n  a p p o s i ­

t i o n  a r e  c o u n te d  a s  a  s i n g l e  NP. T hus ,  we have o n ly  two 

N P 's  i n

• .mes s i r e  G au v a in s  d i s t  
au  r o i  so n  o n c l e T . . ( 1 .2 2 4 - 5 )

{my l o r d  Gawain s a i d  t o  h i s  uitcle; t h e  k i n g . . r |

and  o n ly  one NP i n

. . c a r  me d i
se  t u  a s  veil p a r  i c i . ,
p a s s e r  ma dame l a  r e i n e . ( 1 .3 5 1 - 3 )

[ b u t  t e l l  me, i f  you have s e e n  my l a d y  t h e  q u een
p a s s  by h e r e ]

I n  v o c a t i v e s ,  two nouns  i n  a p p o s i t i o n  may be s e p a r a t e d ,

a s  i n

— Dame, f e t  i l ,  v o s t r e  m e rc i  . . .  ( 1 .1 4 2 )

["My l a d y /  he s a i d  " y o u r  g r a c e . . . " ]  

b u t  a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o u n te d  t o g e t h e r .

The same p r i n c i p l e  i s  a p p l i e d  ev en  when f a i r l y  c o m p l i ­

c a t e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  a r e  i n v o l v e d ,  e . g . ,



e t  s u s  e s t o i e n t  a p o r t e
l i  mes e t  l e s  c h a n d o i l e s  m ise s
e s  c h a n d e l i e r s  t o t e s  e s p r i s e s
e t  l i  h en ap  d ' a r g e n t  do r£
e t  d u i  p o t . l ' u n s  p l a i n s  de mord'
e t  l i  a u t r e s  de f o r t  v i n  b l a n c .  ( 1 .9 3 6 - 9 1 )

g . a n d  on th e  t a b l e  were b r o u g h t  th e  fo o d  and  th e  
c a n d l e s ,  p l a c e d ,  a l l  l i g h t e d ,  i n  t h e  c h a n d e l i e r s ,  
and  th e  g i l d e d  s i l v e r  cups  and  two p o t s ,  one f u l l
o f  m u lb e r ry  w ine and  th e  o t h e r  o f  s t r o n g  w h i te
w i n e .]

The compound s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  p a s s i v e  v e r b  e s t o i e n t  a p o r t e '  con ­

s i s t s  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  f o u r  i t e m s i  l i  m es . l e s  c h a n d o i l e s

( m i s e s . , . e s p r i s e s ) , l i  h e n a p , and  d u i  p o t i l ' u n s  and l i  

a u t r e s  a r e  b o th  i n  a p p o s i t i o n  w i t h  d u i  p o t , an d ,  t o g e t h e r  with 

t h i s  te rm  and th e  o t h e r  t h r e e  te rm s  o f  th e  compound s u b j e c t ,  

a r e  c o n s id e r e d  t o  fo rm  a  s i n g l e  NP. The f o u r  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  

o b j e c t s  ( l e s )  c h a n d e l i e r s , a r g e n t  d o r ^ . mor£, and  f o r t  v i n  

b l a n c ,  a r e  h e r e ,  a s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t u d y ,  c o u n te d  i n d i v i d u ­

a l l y ,  g i v i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  o n ly  f i v e  N P 's  i n  t h e  s i x  l i n e s .

S e n te n c e s  c o n t a i n i n g  compound p r e d i c a t e ^ ,  i . e . ,  s e r i e s  

o f  two o r  more v e r b s ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  o b j e c t s  o r  a d v e r b i a l  

m o d i f i e r s ,  a r e ,  w i t h  v e r y  few  e x c e p t i o n s ,  c o n s id e r e d  t o  con­

s t i t u t e s  s e r i e s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o m p le te  c l a u s e s  w i th  d e l e t e d  

s u b j e c t s  ( e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c la u p ?  i s  op­

t i o n a l l y  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  s u r f a c e  s t r u c t u r e ) .  T h is  p r o c e d u r e ,  

w hich  o b v io u s ly  s i m p l i f i e s  th e  f u n c t i o n a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

N P 's ,  seem s e s p e c i a l l y  p r a c t i c a l  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  

w i th  w h ich  u n d e r l y i n g  s u b j e c t  p ro n o u n s  were d e l e t e d  i n  OF, 

even  i n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  c l a u s e s  o r  i n  s im p le  s e n ­

t e n c e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  ev en  i n  modern E n g l i s h  o r  F re n c h  t h e  p r o ­

n o m in a l  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  v e r b  o f  a  compound p r e d i c a t e  i s



commonly o m i t t e d  when i t  h a s  th e  same r e f e r e n t  a s  th e  s u b ­

j e c t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v e r b .  Long s e n t e n c e s  w i th  compound p r e d ­

i c a t e s  a r e  by f a r  t h e  m ost common ty p e  o f  s e n te n c e  en c o u n ­

t e r e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o r p u s ,  so  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e d u re  a d o p te d  

h a s  c o n s id e r a b l e  e f f e c t  on t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

N P 's  b e tw een  th e  two c a t e g o r i e s  s e t  up f o r  v e r b a l  o b j e c t s .  

T h is  p o i n t  w i l l  be m e n t io n e d  a g a i n  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  f u n c t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  N P 's .

E x c e p t io n s  t o  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  compound p r e d i c a t e s

have b een  made o n ly  when two t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  o f  s i m i l a r

m eaning  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  o n ly  by  a  c o n j u n c t i o n  ( u s u a l l y  e t )

and  have th e  same NP, p ro n o u n ,  o r  c l a u s e  a s  t h e i r  d i r e c t

o b j e c t .  Thus i n

e t  c h a s c u n s  l i  r e q u i e r t  e t  p r i e ,
s ' e l e  l e  s e t ,  q u ' e l e  l o r  d i e . . .  ( 1 .6 0 9 - 1 0 )

fand e a c h  one r e q u e s t s  and  b e g s  h e r ,  i f  sh e  knows 
i t ,  t h a t  she  t e l l  t h e m . . / )

t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  r e q u i e r t  e t  p r i e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  c o m p r ise  a  

s i n g l e  v e r b ,  w i th  c h a s c u n s  a s  i t s  s u b j e c t ,  l i  a s  i t s  i n d i ­

r e c t  o b j e c t ,  and  t h e  i n d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n  q u ' e l e  l o r  d i e . . .  

s ' e l e  l e  s e t  a s  i t s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .

Some p r e p o s i t i o n  + noun c o n s t r u c t i o n s  have b e e n  o m it te d  

from  th e  c o u n t  o f  t o t a l  N P 's  b e c a u s e  th e  nouns  have  l a r g e l y  

l o s t  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  n o m in a l  m ean ing  and  t h e  e n t i r e  e x p r e s ­

s i o n s  a r e  b e s t  c o n s t r u e d  a s  a d v e r b s  o r  p r e p o s i t i o n s .  Exam­

p l e s  in c lu d e  p a r  mi and  en mi ( b o th  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  m odem  

F re n c h  p a r m i ) .  i n  w h ich  th e  m a s c u l in e  noun  mi 'm i d d l e '  h a s  

i n  f a c t  become p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  o r  a d v e rb  ( th e  e x ­



p r e s s i o n s  c o u ld  be u s e d  i n  e i t h e r  f u n c t i o n ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  

b e tw e e n  a d v e rb s  and p r e p o s i t i o n s  i n  OF b e in g  i n  g e n e r a l  n o t  

s h a r p ) .  S i m i l a r  exam ples  a r e  p r o v id e d  by a  mont ’ a b o v e , '  

a  v a l  ’ b e l o w , '  and th e  a d v e r b s  e n  t o r  ' a r o u n d , '  p a r  t o t  

' e v e r y w h e r e , '  an d  a  e s t r o s  ' i m m e d i a t e l y . '  F u r th e r m o r e ,  c e r -  

t a i n  N P 's  u se d  a d v e r b i a l l y  w i t h o u t  p r e p o s i t i o n s  ( s e e  d e f i n i ­

t i o n  o f  a d v e r b i a l  o b l i q u e , b e lo w ) ,  w hich  had become so  h a c k ­

n ey ed  e v e n  in  OF as  t o  l o s e  a l l  n o m in a l  f o r c e ,  a r e  c o n s t r u e d  

a s  p u re  a d v e rb s  and o m i t t e d  from  t h e  NP c o u n t .  Exam ples a r e  

l e  p a s  ' r a p i d l y '  and  t o t e  v o ie  ( a l s o  o c c u r r i n g  a s  t o t e s  

v o i e s  an d  t o t e  v o i e s ) , o r i g i n a l l y  an  a d v e r b i a l  NP w h ich  i s  

g e n e r a l l y  u se d  a s  a  s im p le  a d v e rb  w i th  t h e  m eaning  o f  modern 

F re n c h  t o u t e f o i s . M is c e l l a n e o u s  id io m s  o m i t t e d  from  th e  NP 

c o u n t  a r e  m a l e o i t  g re ' m ien ' a g a i n s t  my w i l l '  ( l i t e r a l l y ,  

' c u r s e d  p l e a s u r e  m i n e ' )  and  l e  queiL que s o i t  'w h ic h e v e r  ( i t  

may b e ) ' ,  i n  w h ich  t h e  u s u a l l y  i n f l e c t e d  p ro n o u n  l e  q u e l  i s  

a p p a r e n t l y  c o n s t r u e d  a s  a  n e u t e r ,  t h e  e n t i r e  c l a u s e  b e in g  a  

s e t  p h r a s e  ( e . g . ,  1 . 2 8 7 ) .  The d i v i d i n g  l i n e  b e tw e e n  s u c h  

f i x e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  and  t r u e  N P 's  i s  a n y th in g  b u t  c l e a r ,  and 

th e  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  w h ich  e x p r e s s i o n s  s h o u ld  be e x c lu d e d  h a s  

b een  o f  n e c e s s i t y  somewhat a r b i t r a r y .

A l l  N P 's ,  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  th e  f o r e g o i n g  p a r a g r a p h s ,  have 

b e e n  c l a s s i f i e d  f o r m a l l y  a s  d e c l i n a b l e  (D) o r  i n d e c l i n a b l e  

( I D ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  N P 's  o c c u r r i n g  i n  1 .1 -1 0 0 3  have b een  

c l a s s i f i e d  f u n c t i o n a l l y  i n t o  14- c a t e g o r i e s ,  t o  be d i s c u s s e d  

b e lo w .  As a l r e a d y  e x p l a i n e d ,  N P 's  have b e e n  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

d e c l i n a b l e  i f  t h e y  c o n t a i n  e v e n  one c a s e  d e p e n d e n t  fo rm .



P r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e s  m o d ify in g  n e u t e r  im p e r s o n a l  ( e x p l i c i t  o r  

o m i t t e d )  p ro n o u n s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  NP c o u n t  a s  IDj e . g . ,  

b e l  e t  b u en  i n

Au c h e v a l i e r  f u  b e l  e t  buen
q u a n t  e l e . . . .  ( 1 .  1 0 0 6 -7 )

j j t  was j u s t  f i n e  w i th  th e  k n i g h t  when s h e . . J  

The s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s i  

5TNi S u b j e c t  o f  a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  h a v in g  a  noun ( o r  a  p ro n o u n  

i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  NP c o u n t )  a s  i t s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .

STPi S u b j e c t  o f  a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  h a v in g  a s  i t s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  

a  p ro n o u n  n o t  i n c lu d e d  i n  t h e  NP c o u n t .

STCi S u b j e c t  o f  a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  whose d i r e c t  o b j e c t  i s  a  

c l a u s e ,  g e n e r a l l y  a  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n ,  o r  a  q u o t a ­

t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  more t h a n  one c l a u s e .  T h is  c a t e g o r y  i s  

o b v i o u s l y  l i m i t e d  t o  th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  a  s e m a n t i c a l l y  r e ­

s t r i c t e d  c l a s s  o f  v e r b s .

DON» D i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  h a v in g  a s  i t s  s u b j e c t  

a  noun o r  a  p ro n o u n  w h ich  i s  i n c lu d e d  i n  t h e  NP c o u n t .  Ob­

v i o u s l y ,  t h e  num ber o f  NP*s i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  m ust e q u a l  t h e  

number i n  t h e  STN c a t e g o r y .

POPi D i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  h a v in g  a s  i t s  s u b j e c t  

a  p ro n o u n  n o t  c o u n te d  a s  an  NP, o r  whose s u b j e c t  i s  n o t  o v e r t ­

l y  e x p r e s s e d .  I n c l u d e d  h e r e  a r e  o b l i q u e  N P 's  w h ich  f o l l o w  

th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ez  v o s . e q u i v a l e n t  t o  modern F re n c h  v o u s  

voilaLj o r  w h ich  a r e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t s  o f  i n f i n i t i v e s  p r e c e d e d  by  

p r e p o s i t i o n s .  T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o b v io u s ly  i n c l u d e s  t h e  d i r e c t  

o b j e c t  o f  any  v e r b  i n  th e  se c o n d  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  c l a u s e  o f  a
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compound p r e d i c a t e ,  s i n c e  th e  s e p a r a t e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  compound 

p r e d i c a t e s  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  s u c h  v e r b s  be co n ­

s i d e r e d  a s  d e l e t e d .  I f  th e  o v e r t  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c l a u s e  

were c o n s id e r e d  a s  a l s o  fo rm in g  p a r t  o f  s u b s e q u e n t  c l a u s e s ,  

t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  N P 's  i n  th e  DOP g ro u p  w ould  be lo w e r  and 

t h a t  i n  t h e  DON and STN g ro u p s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  h i g h e r ,  b u t  

t h e  p r o c e d u re  w ould be e x t r e m e ly  i n v o l v e d .

F o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  NP c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  a  v e r b  + i n f i n i ­

t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  has  been  t r e a t e d  a s  i f  i t  were an  i n d i v i d ­

u a l  v e r b ,  and  b o th  th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  a n d ,  w here p r e s e n t ,  th e  

s u b j e c t  o f  th e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  have been  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  th e  DON 

o r  DOP c a t e g o r y ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  a  s t r i c t  s y n t a c t i c  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  

c l a u s e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  th e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  i t s  s u b j e c t  (w h e th e r  

o r  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  s u r f a c e  s t r u c t u r e )  and  o b j e c t  m ust be t a k e n  

a s  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  th e  f i n i t e  v e r b .  T h u s ,  i n

L i  n a i n s . • .
ne l ' e n  v o s t  n o v e l e s  c o n t e r  (1 .3 5 ^ ~ 5 )

[The d w a rf  d id  n o t  w ant t o  r e l a t e  news t h e r e o f } ,

v o s t  c o n t e r  i s  t r e a t e d  a s  a  s im p le  v e r b  w i t h  l i  n a i n s  a s  

s u b j e c t  and  n o v e l e s  a s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  l a t t e r  i s  

p r o p e r l y  th e  o b j e c t  o n ly  o f  th e  i n f i n i t i v e .

OP> O b je c t  o f  a  p r e p o s i t i o n .  T h is  c a t e g o r y ,  w h ich  h a s  

p ro v e d  t o  be th e  m ost num erous, i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r ­

e s t i n g ,  s i n c e  su c h  nouns a r e  a lw a y s  o b l iq u e  and  d i s t i n c t i v e  

c a se  fo rm , w here p r e s e n t ,  i s  c o m p le te ly  r e d u n d a n t .  The om is­

s i o n  o f  a  few i d i o m a t i c  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  from  th e  

NP c o u n t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b een  d i s c u s s e d .



S I i S u b j e c t  o f  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b .  The te rm  " i n t r a n s i t i v e  

v e r b "  a s  u s e d  h e re  i n c l u d e s  n o t  o n ly  t r u e  i n t r a n s i t i v e  and 

c o p u l a t i v e  v e r b s  b u t  a l s o  r e f l e x i v e s  and  p a s s i v e  fo rm s o f  

a c t i v e  v e r b s ,  t h e  l a s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s u r f a c e  s i m i l a r i t y  

t o  c o p u la  + p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .  R e f l e x i v e s  

a r e  i n c l u d e d  b e c a u s e ,  when su c h  v e r b s  a r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  p e r ­

f e c t  t e n s e s ,  t h e y  to o  a r e  a n a lo g o u s  t o  c o p u la  + p r e d i c a t e  a d ­

j e c t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  i s  e s t r e  and th e  

p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  a p p e a r s  i n  th e  n o m in a t iv e  c a s e .  T h is  a p p l i e s  

ev en  when e s t r e  h as  b een  d e l e t e d  and  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  f u n c t i o n s  

a s  an  o r d i n a r y  a d j  e c t i v e ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  n o m in a t iv e  

p l u r a l  fo rm  anfermeT i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  o b l iq u e  p l u r a l  an fe rm ez  

i n i

E t  c i l  an  f u r e n t  m o l t  d o l a n t
q u a n t  dedanz a n fe rm £  se  v o i e n t . . .  ( 1 . 2332 - 3 )

[And t h e y  w ere v e r y  unhappy  when t h e y  saw them ­
s e l v e s  t r a p p e d  i n s i d e . • . ]

PAi P r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e .  T h is  c a t e g o r y  a p p l i e s  o n ly  when 

t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  c o p u l a t i v e ,  p a s s i v e ,  o r  p e r f e c t  i n t r a n s i ­

t i v e  o r  r e f l e x i v e  v e r b  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  s u r f a c e  s t r u c ­

t u r e  o r  i s  a  p ro n o u n  n o t  c o u n te d  a s  an  NP. When th e  s u b j e c t  

i s  so  c o u n te d ,  t h e  p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e  o r  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  con ­

s i d e r e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  same NP.

PNi P r e d i c a t e  n o u n s .  T hese  a r e  a lw a y s  c o u n te d  s e p a r a t e l y  

from  th e  s u b j e c t  NP.

Yi V o c a t i v e .  C r e s t i e n  was f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  u s in g  th e  

n o m in a t iv e  c a s e  fo rm , e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  v o s t r e  m e rc i .  

a l t h o u g h  when he u s e d  t h i s  noun i n  n o m in a t iv e  f u n c t i o n  o t h e r



■jthan a s  a  fo rm  o f  a d d r e s s ,  he u s e d  th e  n o m in a t iv e  form m er-  

c i z . I n  some i n s t a n c e s  he u s e d  th e  o b l iq u e  f o r  a  p r o p e r  

name, a s  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  c a se  sy s te m  " e r ­

r o r s  .*

G« G e n i t i v e  u sed  w i t h o u t  a  p r e p o s i t i o n .  An exam ple e n c o u n ­

t e r e d  more th a n  once i s  l e  r o i  i n  l i  f i l z  l e  r o i .

1 0 1 I n d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  T h is  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  o n ly  NP’ s u s e d  

a s  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t  w i t h o u t  a  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

w hich  i s  e x t r e m e ly  i n f r e q u e n t  i n  th e  work h e re  a n a l y z e d .

AOi A d v e r b i a l  o b l i q u e .  T h is  i n c l u d e s  o n ly  N P 's  u s e d  i n  a d ­

v e r b i a l  f u n c t i o n  w i t h o u t  p r e p o s i t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  g r a n t  a l e u r e  

i n  " I I  c h e v a l c h e n t  g r a n t  a l e u r e " 'T h e y  r i d e  a t  a  f a s t  p ac e ' ,  

where m odern F re n c h  w ould r e q u i r e  " a  g ra n d e  a l l u r e . "  Ex­

p r e s s i o n s  su c h  a s  v o i a n t  t o z  'w i t h  a l l  o f  them w a t c h i n g '  

a r e  c o n s id e r e d  t o  b e lo n g  t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  ( c f .  F o u l e t  p . 97-8); 

a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  o b l iq u e  p ro n o u n  ( o b l iq u e  p l u r a l  i n  t h e  e x p r e s ­

s i o n  c i t e d )  i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  i n v a r i a n t  p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e .

c o m /q u e i N P 's  i n c l u d i n g  a d j e c t i v e s ,  i n t r o d u c e d  by e i t h e r  o f  

t h e s e  c o n ju n c t io n s :  have b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  a  s e p a r a t e  f u n c ­

t i o n a l  c a t e g o r y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  m ig h t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  some i n ­

s t a n c e s ,  have b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  th e  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  

by  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  deep  s t r u c t u r e  c l a u s e s  from  w h ich  th e y  

m ig h t  be d e r i v e d .  T h e i r  c a s e  d epends  on th e  c o n t e x t .  An 

exam ple i s  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  form  c h a r r e t o n s  i n i



e t  v o i t  un  n a i n  s u r  l e s  l im o n s  
q u i  t e n o i t  come c h a r r e t o n s
une lo n g u e  v e r g e . . .  ( 1 .  3 ^ 7 -9 )

[ a n d  [he] s e e s  on th e  s h a f t  f o f  th e  wagonj a  
d w arf ,  who, i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  d r i v e r ,  was 
h o l d i n g  a  lo n g  s w i t c h . . . . )



STATISTICAL RESULTS

I n  t h e  e n t i r e  t e x t  o f  7113 l i n e s ,  a  t o t a l  o f  7391 NP*s, 

i . e . ,  an  a v e ra g e  o f  j u s t  o v e r  1 N P / l i n e ,  h a s  been  c o u n te d  by 

t h e  m ethod  e x p la in e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  s e c t i o n .  Of t h e s e ,  

5 3 5 8 , o r  7 2 . 5$ ,  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e ,  and 2 0 3 3 , o r  

2 7 . 5^* a r e  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t .

In  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  55 p a s s a g e s  a r e  deemed t o  c o n s t i t u t e  

" p r im a ry  ex am p les"  o f  th e  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  o f  th e  c a s e  sy s te m ,  

b e c a u se  t h e y  w ould be am b ig u o u s ,  a t  l e a s t  w i t h i n  t h e  imme­

d i a t e  c o n t e x t ,  i f  n o t  f o r  m o rp h o lo g ic a l  c a s e .  I n  3^ o f  

t h e s e  e x a m p le s ,  th e  a m b ig u i ty  i s  r e s o l v e d  by th e  fo rm  o f  a  

s i n g l e  NP, a l t h o u g h  more t h a n  one word w i t h i n  th e  NP may 

be d e c l i n a b l e .  M ost o f  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  i n v o l v e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  th e  c a s e -m a rk e d  NP, a  d e l e t e d ,  p ro n o m in a l ,  o r  c a s e - i n ­

v a r i a n t  s u b j e c t  o r  o b j e c t ,  a l t h o u g h ,  a s  may be s e e n  from  

th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  e x a m p le s ,  some d e fy  p r e c i s e  c l a s ­

s i f i c a t i o n .

I n  t h e  r e m a in in g  21 e x a m p le s ,  e i t h e r  o f  two c a s e -m a rk e d  

N P 's  w ould s e rv e  t o  p r e v e n t  a m b ig u i ty ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  

m ust be c o n s id e r e d  r e d u n d a n t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no way t o  

e s t a b l i s h  w hich i s  w h ic h .  I n  20 o f  th e  21 p a s s a g e s ,  th e  r e ­

dundancy i s  o c c a s io n e d  by t h e  c a s e  form s o f  b o th  t h e  s u b j e c t  

and  th e  d i r e c t  ( o r  i n d i r e c t )  o b j e c t ,  w h e re a s  i n  t h e  r e m a in ­

in g  exam ple  ( 1 .2 3 9 6 -7 )*  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  b o th  N P 's  a r e  p a r ­

a l l e l  i n  f u n c t i o n ,  and  i t  i s  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a s  o b j e c t s  

o f  two s e p a r a t e  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  a c r e s . r a t h e r



■$han a s  s u b j e c t s  o f  c l a u s e s  c o n t a i n i n g  a p r / s  a s  an  a d v e r b ,  

w h ich  i s  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e i r  o b l iq u e  fo rm .

A l l  55 ex am p les  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  i n  t h e  

n e x t  s e c t i o n ,  a s  w i l l  s e l e c t e d  " s u p p o r t i n g "  e x a m p le s .

T h u s , i f  we u se  o n ly  t h e s e  55 " p r im a ry "  i l l u s t r a t i o n s *  

n e g l e c t i n g  a l l  p u r e l y  s y n t a c t i c  o r  s e m a n t i c a l l y  t r i v i a l  e x ­

am ples  ( a s  d e f i n e d  i n  th e  n e x t  s e c t i o n ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  

i n  w hich  th e  c a s e  sy s te m  r e c e i v e s  ev en  f l i m s y  s u p p o r t  f rom  

g e n d e r  a g r e e m e n t ,  o r  i n  w h ich  a l t e r n a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

w ould  r e q u i r e  a  word o r d e r  s t r a i n e d  e v e n  f o r  OP, we f i n d  

t h a t  o n ly  76 o f  7391 N P 's ,  o r  a p p r o x im a te ly  1 .0 3 # ,  have  c a se  

fo rm s w h ich  a r e  c o m p le te ly  f u n c t i o n a l .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n ­

c l u d e s  b o t h  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  N P 's  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  21 exam­

p l e s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .  F o r  th e  r e a s o n s  a l r e a d y  c i t e d ,  i t  i s ,  

how ever,  p r o b a b l y  more l o g i c a l  t o  c o n s i d e r  o n ly  one r a t h e r  

t h a n  b o th  o f  th e  N P 's  i n  t h e s e  ex am p les  a s  b e in g  t r u l y  f u n c ­

t i o n a l .  We w ould t h e n  have a  t o t a l  o f  o n ly  55 f u n c t i o n a l  

N P 's  o u t  o f  7391, o r  a  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  0 .7 ^ # .

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  a  b e t t e r  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  in d e x  m ig h t  be ob­

t a i n e d  by c o n s i d e r i n g  o n ly  1hose 5358 NP'sr w hich  a r e  f o r m a l l y  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e .  T h is  w ould  g iv e  us  a  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  

c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  1 . ^ 2 #  i f  we c o u n t  b o th  N P 's  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  

d o u b ly  f u n c t i o n a l  e x a m p le s ,  o r  1 . 03# i f  we c o u n t  o n ly  o n e .  

S y n t a c t i c  A n a ly s i s  o f  th e  F i r s t  1003 L in e s

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u n t  o f  d e c l i n a b l e  v s .  i n d e c l i n a b l e  

N P 's ,  t h e  f i r s t  1003 l i n e s  have b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  t o  an  a n a l y ­

s i s  o f  t h e  s y n t a c t i c  f u n c t i o n  o f  e a c h  NP i n  te rm s  o f  t h e



3 8 .

c a t e g o r i e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  m e th o d o lo g y  s e c t i o n .  The r e s u l t s  

a r e  a s  f o l l o w s »

Form

C la s s Number

D e c l i n a b l e  (D) 753
I n d e c l i n a b l e ( I D )  309

1062

C la s s

F u n c t io n
T> b a s e d  on 

Number t o t a l  NPtL

STN 44 4 . 1
STP 38 3 .6
STC 50 4 .7
DON 44 4 .1
DOP 210 1 9 .8

OP 404 3 8 .0
S I 130 1 2 .2
PA 46 4 .3
PN 13 1 .2

V 39 3 .7
G 8 0 .8

10 1 0 .1
0A 21 2 .0

com/oue 14 1 .3
1062

The above t a b l e  shows c l e a r l y  t h a t  o b j e c t s  o f  p r e p o s i ­

t i o n s  ( O P 's ) ,  w h ich  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  e s t a b ­

l i s h i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m ,  c o n s t i t u t e  by  

f a r  t h e  m ost num erous s y n t a c t i c  c a t e g o r y ,  w i th  404 , o r  J8,0%, 

o f  t h e  1062 N P 's .  The q u a l i f y i n g  a d v e r b  " g e n e r a l l y ” i s  u s e d  

h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some w ords  c o u ld  f u n c t i o n  a s  e i ­

t h e r  a d v e r b s  o r  p r e p o s i t i o n s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  made a  d i s t i n c t i v e ­

l y  o b l i q u e  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  o b j e c t  c r u c i a l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Only one s u c h  i n s t a n c e  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n t  t e x t .

The n e x t  m o st num erous c a t e g o r y ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  210 NP*^ 

o r  1 9 .8 ^  o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  i s  c o m p r is e d  by N P 's  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  

d i r e c t  o b j e c t s  o f  im p e r s o n a l  v e r b s  o r  v e r b s  whose s u b j e c t s  

a r e  n o t  o v e r t l y  e x p r e s s e d  o r  a r e 'p r o n o u n s  n o t  c o n s id e r e d  a s



p a r t  o f  th e  OP c a s e  s y s te m .  T h is  i s  f o l lo w e d  by s u b j e c t s  

o f  i n t r a n s i t i v e  o r  r e f l e x i v e  v e r b s ,  w i th  130 N P 's ,  o r  1 2 .2 # ,  

an d  t h e n  by s u b j e c t s  o f  v e r b s  w i t h  o b j e c t  c l a u s e s  (50 N P 's ,  

o r  4 .7 # )  and  p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e s  (46 N P 's  = 4 . 3 $ ) .  The 

n e x t  two c a t e g o r i e s ,  s u b j e c t s  o f  v e r b s  w i th  NP o b j e c t s  and 

d i r e c t  o b j e c t s  o f  v e r b s  w i t h  NP s u b j e c t s ,  e a c h  have 44 N P 's  

e q u a l  t o  4 .1 # »  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  o b v io u s ly  m ust be i n  a 1«1 

r e l a t i o n s h i p .

The 39 v o c a t i v e s ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  3*7# o f  t h e  N P 's ,  

w h ich  c o m p rise  t h e  n e x t  m o st f r e q u e n t  c a t e g o r y ,  a r e  o f  no 

p a r t i c u l a r  s y n t a c t i c  o r  s e m a n t i c  i n t e r e s t ,  s i n c e  t h e i r  fu n c ­

t i o n  i s  a lw a y s  c l e a r  from  th e  c o n t e x t .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  

i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  f a c t ,  t h a t  u se  o f  an  o b l iq u e  fo rm  f o r  

t h e  v o c a t i v e  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  e x p e c te d  n o m in a t iv e  a c c o u n t s  

f o r  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c a s e - s y s t e m  " e r r o r s . "  These 

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r .  The r e m a in in g  c a t e g o r i e s ,  i . e . ,  

s u b j e c t s  o f  v e r b s  w i t h  p ro n o m in a l  o b j e c t s ,  a d v e r b i a l  ob­

l i q u e ,  N P 's  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n s  com o r  q u e . p r e d ­

i c a t e  n o u n s ,  g e n i t i v e s  u s e d  w i t h o u t  a  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  and  i n ­

d i r e c t  o b j e c t s  u s e d  w i t h o u t  a  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  c o n t a i n ,  r e s p e c ­

t i v e l y ,  38, 2 1 , 1 4 , 1 3 , 8 ,  and  1 NP, r e p r e s e n t i n g  3.6, 2 . 0 ,  

1 . 3 ,  1 . 2 ,  0 . 8 ,  and  0 .1 # ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o f  t h e  t o t a l  number 

o f  N P 's .

The one o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a n  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

c a n n o t  g iv e  ev en  a  ro u g h  i d e a  o f  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  t h i s  c a t ­

e g o r y .  The t o t a l  number o f  s u c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  e n ­

t i r e  t e x t  h a s  t h e r e f o r e  b e e n  c o u n te d ,  and  31 have b e e n



f o u n d ,  a s  a g a i n s t  53 g e n i t i v e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  c a t e g o r y  

o f  n e x t  lo w e s t  f r e q u e n c y .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  

c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  g e n i t i v e s ,  b a s e d  on t h e  f u l l  t e x t ,  comes 

o u t  t o  0 .7 5 # ,  a s  a g a i n s t  0 .8 #  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  1003  l i n e s ,  con­

f i r m s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  ( e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t )  o f  e x ­

t r a p o l a t i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  t h e s e  l i n e s  

o v e r  th e  e n t i r e  t e x t .  The f u n c t i o n a l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  

t h e  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t s  c a l c u l a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  th e  f u l l  

t e x t  i s  0 .4 4 # .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t ,  o f  t h e  53 g e n i t i v e s ,  

o n ly  5 a r e  i n d e c l i n a b l e ,  w h e reas  10 o f  t h e  31 i n d i r e c t  ob ­

j e c t s  a r e  i n d e c l i n a b l e ,  ev en  th o u g h  l a c k  o f  c a s e  d i s t i n c ­

t i o n  h e r e  w ould  be e x p e c te d  t o  in v o lv e  more r i s k  o f  seman­

t i c  c o n f u s io n  t h a n  i t  w ould  i n  a  g e n i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .



PRIMARY EXAMPLES

The f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e s  p r o v id e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h ich  th e  

OF c a se  s y s te m  i s  c l e a r l y  f u n c t i o n a l ,  s e m a n t i c a l l y  a s  w e l l  

a s  s y n t a c t i c a l l y .  The ex am p les  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c i t e d  i n  th e  

o r d e r  i n  w h ich  t h e y  o c c u r  i n  t h e  t e x t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  few 

w h ich  l o g i c a l l y  b e lo n g  t o g e t h e r  and  a r e  so  g r o u p e d .

(1 )  L i  r o i s  l a  r e i n e  i  a n v o ie  ( 1 .1 2 8 )

[The k in g  s e n d s  t h e  q u een  t h e r e ]

The d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  l a  r e i n e . i s  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t ,  b u t  th e  

s u b j e c t ,  l i  r o i s . i s  m arked  a s  n o m in a t iv e  by b o t h  t h e  a r ­

t i c l e  and t h e  n o un . I f  i t  w ere  n o t  so  m ark ed , th e  l i n e  

c o u ld  j u s t  a s  w e l l  mean t h a t  t h e  q u een  s e n d s  t h e  k i n g ,  

s i n c e  th e  word o r d e r  o b j e c t - s u b j e c t - v e r b  a l s o  o c c u r s  i n  

t h i s  and o t h e r  OF t e x t s .
•  0

(2 )  E t  l a  r e i n e  a n c o r  l ' a n  p r i e
e t  t u i t  l i  c h e v a l i e r  a  m a s s e . . .  ( 1 .1 4 4 - 5 )

fAnd th e  q u een  b e g s  him a g a i n  and |so  do] a l l  
t h e  k n i g h t s  a s  a  g r o u p . . ]

The above l i n e s  have a l r e a d y  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  e x p l a ­

n a t i o n  o f  m e th o d o lo g y .  As p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e r e ,  o n ly  th e  

c l e a r l y  n o m in a t iv e  form  o f  t u i t  l i  c h e v a l i e r  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  t h e  k n i g h t s ,  l i k e  t h e  q u e e n ,  a r e  p l e a d i n g  w i t h  th e  

s e n e s c h a l  Kay ( th e  r e f e r e n t  o f  th e  o b j e c t  p ro n o u n  1 ' ) ,  

r a t h e r  th a n  th e  q u een  p l e a d i n g  w i th  a l l  t h e  k n i g h t s  i n  a 

g ro u p  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  Kay i n d i v i d u a l l y .



(3 )  mes i r i e z  e t  d o la n z  l e  f i s t  ( 1 .1 8 2 )  

[b u t,  a n g ry  and u n h ap p y ,  he d i d  i t ]

As h a s  a l r e a d y  been  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  th e  m e th o d o lo g y  s e c ­

t i o n ,  i f  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  i r i e z  and  d o la n z  were n o t  m arked a s  

n o m i n a t i v e ,  th e  l i n e  c o u ld  have t h e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  m eaning , 

" I t  made him a n g ry  and u n h a p p y ."

(4 )  L i  c h e v a l i e r s  a  s a lu e /
non  s e i g n o r  G auva in  p r i m e r a i n s ,

(5 )  e t  p u i s  l u i  mes s i r e  G a u v a in s . ( L .2 7 4 -6 )

(The k n i g h t  g r e e t e d  ray l o r d  Bawain f i r s t ,  and 
th e n  my l o r d  Gawain [g r e e te d ]  him.]

The above t h r e e  l i n e s  c o n t a i n  two i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  case  s y s te m .  The f i r s t  exam ple  (1 .2 7 4 -5 )  

c o n t a i n s  r e d u n d a n c y ,  s in c e  th e  s u b j e c t ,  l i  c h e v a l i e r s , i s  a  

d i s t i n c t i v e  n o m in a t iv e  form  and th e  o b j e c t ,  mon s e i g n o r  Gau-  

j a i n ,  i s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  o b l i q u e ,  and e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  a lo n e  

w ould make c l e a r  t h a t  i t  was th e  unnamed k n i g h t  who was t h e  

f i r s t  t o  g iv e  th e  g r e e t i n g .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  b o t h  c a se  

m a rk in g s ,  how ever,  th e  l in e s  w ould be am b ig u o u s ,  s i n c e  th e  

o b j e c t - v e r b - s u b j e c t  word o r d e r  i s  n e a r l y  a s  f r e q u e n t  i n  OF 

v e r s e  a s  t h e  modern o r d e r .

The t h i r d  l i n e ,  " e t  p u i s  l u i  mes s i r e  G a u v a in s , "  w ould 

i n  m odern F re n c h  t e l l  u s  c l e a r l y  t h a t  he ( th e  k n i g h t  r e f e r r e d  

t o  by  l u i )  g r e e t e d  Gawain, b e c a u s e  t h e  word o r d e r  i s  a b s o ­

l u t e l y  r i g i d  and b e c a u se  th e  u s u a l l y  o b l iq u e  p ro n o u n  l u i  

i s  a l s o  u s e d  a s  an  e m p h a t ic  n o m in a t iv e  ( th e  u n s t r e s s e d  i l  

w h ich  n o r m a l ly  f o l l o w s  su c h  a  u s e  o f  l u i  w ould  n o t  o c c u r  

i n  an  e l l i p t i c a l  c l a u s e  s u c h  a s  1 . 2 7 6 ) .  In  OF, on th e



o t h e r  h a n d ,  th e  n o m in a t iv e  fo rm s  je . ,  t u ,  and  i l  o f t e n  o c ­

c u r r e d  u n d e r  s t r e s s ,  so  t h a t  t h e  o b l iq u e  form  l u i  may w e l l  

have a l e r t e d  C r e s t i e n ' s  l i s t e n e r s  t o  e x p e c t  a  f o l l o w i n g  

n o m i n a t i v e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  u se  o f  an  e m p h a t ic  o b l i q u e  p r o ­

noun f o r  a  n o m in a t iv e  i s  fo u n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  from  th e  t w e l f t h  

c e n t u r y  on ( F o u le t  p .  1 5 0 - 3 ) t so  t h a t  th e  l i n e  w ould  be some­

w hat am biguous i f  n o t  f o r  t h e  u n m is ta k a b ly  n o m in a t iv e  form 

mes s i r e  G a u v a in s , Once th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  two p r e ­

c e d in g  l i n e s  h as  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  h ow ever ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

Gawain g r e e t e d  th e  o t h e r  k n i g h t  would be o b v io u s  w i t h o u t  

m o r p h o lo g ic a l  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  c a s e .

(6 )  e i n z  l e  h u i e n t  p e t i t  e t  g r a n t .
e t  l i  v e i l l a r t  e t  l i  a n f a n t ,  ( l , ^ 0 4 - 5 )

jBut s h o r t  and  t a l l  p e o p le  and  o ld  p e o p le  and  
c h i l d r e n  [ a l l )  j e e r  a t  him]

T h is  p a s s a g e  was c i t e d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  compound 

N P 's  i n  t h e  m e t h o d o lo g ic a l  s e c t i o n ,  b u t  th e  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  

o f  t h e  c a s e  fo rm s was n o t  c o n s i d e r e d .  I f ,  how ever,  t h e  f o u r  

te rm s  o f  t h e  compound s u b j e c t ,  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  two a r ­

t i c l e  + noun c o n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  1 . ^ 0 5 , were n o t  c l e a r l y  marked 

a s  n o m in a t iv e ,  t h e s e  l a s t  two nouns c o u ld  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  

f o rm in g  a  compound o b j e c t  w i t h  t h e  p ro n o u n  l e ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  

t h e  a s  y e t  unnamed k n i g h t  who e v e n t u a l l y  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be Lan­

c e l o t .  S in c e  t h e y ,  u n l i k e  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  p e t i t  and  g r a n t  

w h ich  h e r e  f u n c t i o n  a s  n o u n s ,  a r e  acco m p an ied  by  a r t i c l e s ,  

t h e  a r t i c l e s  m ig h t  be t a k e n  a s  a n a p h o r i c ,  and  th e  p a s s a g e  

m ig h t  mean t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e ,  s h o r t  and  t a l l ,  j e e r e d  n o t  o n ly  

a t  L a n c e l o t  b u t  a t  some p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t io n e d  o l d  p e o p le  and



c h i l d r e n .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  t h i s  p a s s a g e  p r o v id e s  a  c o u n te re x a m ­

p l e  t o  1 . 1 *j4 -5 »  i n  w hich  t h e  s e c o n d  NP ( t u i t  l i  c h e v a l i e r ) 

r e p r e s e n t s  an  a d d i t i o n a l  s u b j e c t .  I n  t h e  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  o f  

t h e  s t o r y  p l o t ,  th e  a m b i g u i t i e s  o f  b o th  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  

w ould  be r e s o l v e d ,  a s  w ould m ost o t h e r  a m b i g u i t i e s  w h ich  

a r e  p r e v e n t e d  by m o r p h o lo g ic a l  c a s e .

(7 )  Le c h e v a l i e r  m ainne a  l ' o s t e l  ( 1 .^ 2 0 )

[jThe k n i g h t  i s  e s c o r t e d  t o  t h e  lo d g in g ]

Le c h e v a l i e r , o c c u r r i n g  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s e n ­

t e n c e ,  would n o rm a l ly  be t a k e n  a s  th e  s u b j e c t  i f  n o t  f o r  i t s  

o b l iq u e  fo rm . The a c t u a l  s u b j e c t  ( d e l e t e d )  i s  t h e  im p e rso n ­

a l  p ro n o u n  on (an  i n  th e  d i a l e c t  o f  Cham pagne) .  I t  i s  t r u e  

t h a t  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  NP o r  p ronoun  w hich  c o u ld  s e r v e

a s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  w ould i n  i t s e l f  f a v o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
l e  c h e v a l i e r  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n ,  s i n c e  i n t r a n s i t i v e  u se  o f  min­

e r , w h ich  w ould  be q u i t e  no rm a l w i t h  a  s u b j e c t  s u c h  a s  1ft 

v o ie  * the  r o a d ,*  w ould  be u n u s u a l  w i th  a n  a n im a te  s u b j e c t .  

T h a t  i t  i s  n o t  c o m p le te ly  o u t  o f  th e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  how ever,  

s u g g e s t e d  by 1 .  129*1-, i n  w hich  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  am ener

h as  b e e n  d e l e t e d  (no su c h  d e l e t i o n  has  b e e n  n o t e d  f o r  m ener

i n  t h i s  t e x t ) i

La p u c e le  am ener l i  f e t
e t  d i t i . . .  ( 1 .1 2 9 ^ - 5 )

^The m aiden  h a s  {_it] b r o u g h t  t o  him an d  s a y s i . . r j

Out o f  c o n t e x t ,  t h i s  l i n e  w ould  n o r m a l ly  be t a k e n  t o  

mean t h a t  someone h a s  t h e  m aiden  b r o u g h t  t o  h im , d e l e t i o n  o f



t h e  s u b j e c t  b e in g  a s su m e d .  T h is  w ould  r o u g h ly  p a r a l l e l  th e  

p a s s i v e  t r a n s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  1 .4 2 0  by th e  o b l iq u e  form  

l e  c h e v a l i e r . La p u c e le  i s  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t ,  so  t h a t ,  i n  

1 .1 2 9 4 ,  o n ly  th e  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h i s  NP i s  th e  

s u b j e c t  o f  f e t  am ener ( a s  w e l l  a s  o f  d i t  i n  t h e  n e x t  l i n e ) ,  

and  t h a t  th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  so n  c h e v a l . o r  a  p ro n o u n  le. o r  1* 

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  h o r s e ,  h a s  b een  d e l e t e d .  The p ro n o u n  l i  

c a n n o t  be o t h e r  t h a n  an  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  h e re  r e f e r r i n g  t o  

L a n c e l o t ,  s i n c e  th e  e m p h a t ic  f e m in in e  o b l iq u e  l i  i s  fo u n d  

o n ly  a s  a  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  o b j e c t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h i s  t e x t .  L ine  

1294 w i l l  be m e n t io n e d  a g a i n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  a m b i g u i t i e s  

n o t  r e s o l v e d  by th e  c a s e  s y s te m .

(8 )  a t  G auva in  s i u t  a d e s  l e  n a i n . . .  ( 1 .4 2 1 )

{and Gawain im m e d ia te ly  f o l l o w s  th e  d w a r f . .

Here a g a i n  we have re d u n d a n c y  i n  t h a t  s u b j e c t  and  ob­

j e c t  b o t h  show d i s t i n c t i v e  c a s e  fo rm . I f  e i t h e r  one w ere

c a s e - i n v a r i a n t ,  t h e  o t h e r  w ould  be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e te r m in e

who f o l l o w e d  whom, b u t  i f  b o th  were i n v a r i a n t ,  t h e r e  would 

be  no way t o  t e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  im m edia te  c o n t e x t ,  g iv e n  th e  

f r e q u e n c y  o f  o b j e c t - v f i r b - s u b j e c t  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .

(9 )  L o rs  a  l e  c h e v a l i e r  veu ( 1 .7 7 2 )

[Then he saw t h e  k n i g h t ]

I n  t h e  above l i n e ,  t h e  v e r b  v e o i r  i s  t r a n s i t i v e ,  w i th  

l e  c h e v a l i e r  ( th e  k n i g h t  d e f e n d in g  a  f o r d ,  who had  j u s t  

th ro w n  L a n c e l o t  from  h i s  h o r s e  i n t o  th e  w a te r )  a s  i t s  d i r e c t  

o b j e c t  and  t h e  d e l e t e d  p ro n o u n  i l  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  L a n c e l o t )  a s



i t s  s u b j e c t .  I f  l e  c h e v a l i e r  were n o t  c l e a r l y  o b l i q u e ,  th e  

v e r b  m ig h t  j u s t  a s  w e l l  be t a k e n  a s  i n t r a n s i t i v e ,  w i th  t h e  

u n d e r l y i n g  m ean ing  s o m e th in g  l i k e  "when t h e  k n i g h t  saw w hat 

was g o in g  o n ,"  and  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  l e  c h e v a l i e r  m ig h t  be t a k e n  

t o  r e f e r  t o  L a n c e l o t ,  who h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  named a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  i n  t h e  s t o r y .

(1 0 )  E t  o i l  q u i  l e  gue d u t  d e f f a n d r e
1*a u t r e  p re m ie re m a n t  r e q u i e r t . . .  ( 1 .8 4 6 - 7 )

[And he who had t o  d e fe n d  th e  f o r d  f i r s t  a t t a c k s  
t h e  o th e r jf

Here we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  two p ro n o u n s  w hich  were d i s t i n ­

g u i s h e d  f o r  c a se  i n  th e  o l d  b u t  n o t  t h e  modern la n g u a g e  ( c i l

has  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by c e l u i - l k ) . A g a in ,  t h e r e  i s  r e d u n d a n c y  

in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b o th  s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t  a r e  d e c l i n a b l e ,  b u t  

i f  b o th  were i n v a r i a n t ,  i t  w ould  n o t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l  

w h e th e r  t h e  g u a rd  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  f o r d  o r  t h e  " o t h e r " ( a c t u ­

a l l y  L a n c e l o t ,  who i s  n o t  named u n t i l  much l a t e r  i n  t h e  poem) 

s t r u c k  t h e  f i r s t  b lo w . I n  com bat s c e n e s  s u c h  a s  t h i s ,  t h e  

o v e r - a l l  c o n t e x t  i s  o f  no  p a r t i c u l a r  h e l p .

(11 )  . . . . . e t  f l e e t  d e l  c o te  ( 1 .1 1 3 8 - 9 )
u n  s e r g e n t  a t  u n  a u t r e  a p r e s

fa n d  w i t h  h i s  e lb o w  he s t r i k e s  a  m a n -a t -a rm s
and  t h e n  a n o th e r ^

H ere t h e r e  i s  no s u r f a c e  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  s u b ­

j e c t  b e in g  L a n c e l o t .  The d i r e c t  o b j e c t  un  s e r g e n t  e t  un  

a u t r e  h a s ,  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  NP coun t, b een  c o n s id e r e d  t o ­

g e t h e r  a s  a  compound NP, a l t h o u g h  t h e  a d v e rb  a p r e s  empha^- 

s i z e s  t h a t  s u c c e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  I f  b o th  un  

s e r g e n t  an d  un a u t r e  were n o t  c l e a r l y  o b l iq u e  i n  fo rm , t h e



l i n e  m iffht be i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean t h a t  f i r s t  one and th e n  th e  

o t h e r  m a n -a t - a rm s  s t r u c k ,  t h e r e  b e i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  s u r ­

f a c e  s t r u c t u r e ,  no d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  S in c e  th e  v e r b  i s  s i n g u ­

l a r ,  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  would o f  c o u r s e  r e q u i r e  r e c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  l i n e  a s  two c o n jo in e d  in d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e s i  " e t  

f i e r t  d e l  c o te  u n s  sere :enz  e t  ( f i e r t  d e l  c o te j  un3 a u t r e s  

[ s e r g e n z j  a p r e s . ”

(1 2 )  e t  l i  q u a r z  q u i  l ' a  a s s a i l l i
f i e r t  s i  que l e  m a n te l  l i  t r a n c h e . . .  ( 1 .1 1 4 4 - 5 )

[and th e  f o u r t h ,  who had a t t a c k e d  him, s t r i k e s  
so  t h a t  he c u t s  h i s  c l o a k . . . J

Here v/e have no s u r f a c e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  s u b ­

s e q u e n t  l i n e s  make i t  a b u n d a n t ly  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  a x e -b lo w  

s t r u c k  by th e  m a n -a t -a rm s  d id  f i n d  i t s  m a rk .  However, i f  

l i  q u a r z  were n o t  a  marked n o m in a t iv e  fo rm , a g a in  i t  would 

n o t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l  who s t r u c k  whom. In  1 .1 1 3 B -9  and 

11*14-5, a s  i n  1 .8 4 6 - 7 ,  we a r e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  combat s c e n e s ,  

in  w h ich  t h e  o v e r - a l l  c o n t e x t  would be o f  l i t t l e  h e l p  i n  f o l ­

lo w in g  th e  a c t i o n  i n  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  c a se  fo rm s .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  th e  s u b o r d i n a t e  c l a u s e ,  

" q u i  l ' a  a s s a i l l i , "  o f  1 ,1 1 4 4  i s  am biguous i n  th e  sp o k e n ,  a l ­

th o u g h  n o t  in  t h e  w r i t t e n  l a n g u a g e ,  s i n c e  " q u i  l ' a "  sounds  

e x a c t l y  l i k e  " q u ' i l  a"  i n  b o th  Old and  modern F re n c h .

(1 3 )  e t  c i l  q u i  b i e n  s ' a n  s o t  d e f f a n d r e
l i  t a n t  l e  c h e v a l i e r  a n c o n t r e » ( 1 .1 1 6 2 - 3 )

[and  h e ,  who w e l l  knew how t o  d e fe n d  h i m s e l f ,  
h o ld s  t h e  k n i g h t  o u t  to w a rd s  h im ]

I n  t h e  above p a s s a g e ,  L a n c e l o t ,  who i s  f i g h t i n g  s e v e r a l



o p p o n e n ts  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  h a s  g r a b b e d  one k n i g h t  and i s  p u l ­

in g  him to w a rd  a n o t h e r ,  who i s  r a i s i n g  h i s  axe t o  s t r i k e  Lan­

c e l o t ;  t h e  b low  f a l l s  i n s t e a d  on t h e  man L a n c e l o t  i s  h o ld in g .  

B o th  s u b j e c t  and  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e  

( a n c o n t r e  b e i n g  an a d v e r b ) ,  an d  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  b o th  d e ­

c l i n a b l e  fo rm s  i t  w ould  n o t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  d e f i ­

n i t e l y  w h e th e r  c i l  h e ld  o u t  l e  c h e v a l i e r  o r  v i c e  v e r s a ,  a l ­

th o u g h  th e  s u b o r d i n a t e  c l a u s e  s u p p o r t s  th e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  

c i l  i s  th e  s u b j e c t .  However, r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e s  d i d  n o t  a l ­

ways im m e d ia te ly  f o l l o w  t h e i r  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  c f .  1 . 7 3 8 - 9 ,  "L i 

c h ev ax  v o i t  e t  b e l  e t  c l e r  l e  gud', o u i  m o l t  g r a n t  s o i f  a v o i f  

( ' a n d  th e  h o r s e ,  w h ich  was v e r y  t h i r s t y ,  saw th e  f o r d ,  b e a u ­

t i f u l  and  c l e a r ' ) .

(1*0 Amors l e  c u e r  c e l u i  p r i s o i t  ( 1 .1 2 3 7 )

[Love h i g h l y  v a lu e d  t h e  h e a r t  o f 1 t h a t  man)

The above exam ple i s  r e l a t i v e l y  t r i v i a l .  C r e s t i e n  here^ 

a s  i n  many o t h e r  p a s s a g e s  o f  t h e  poem, i s 1 r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  p e r ­

s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b s t r a c t  q u a l i t y  l o v e .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  

b o th  th e  s u b j e c t  Amors and t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  l e  c u e r  a r e  

c l e a r l y  m arked  f o r  c a s e ;  h o w ev e r ,  a s  w i l l  be p o i n t e d  o u t  in  

a  l a t e r  s e c t i o n ,  C r e s t i e n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  u s e s  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  

form  Amors. r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s y n t a c t i c  f u n c t i o n ,  f o r  th e  p r o p ­

e r  noun r e f e r r i n g  t o  Love p e r s o n i f i e d ,  a l t h o u g h ,  when d e a l ­

in g  w i th  th e  common noun , he u s e s  w h ic h e v e r  c a se  form  i s  

c a l l e d  f o r  by  th e  c o n t e x t .  I f  n e i t h e r  s u b j e c t  n o r  o b j e c t  

w ere c a s e -m a rk e d ,  how ever,  t h e  l i n e  c o u ld  have t h e  somewhat



d i f f e r e n t  m e a n in g ,  "H is  h e a r t  p r i z e d  l o v e . "

(15) . . l i  c h e v a l i e r s  l e  moinne a p e l e  (1 .187*0  

(the k n i g h t  c a l l s  th e  monk^

T h is  exam ple i s  q u i t e  s t r a i g h f o r w a r d  s i n c e ,  w i th o u t  

c a se  fo rm s ,  t h e  l i n e  c o u ld  a l s o  mean t h a t  th e  monk c a l l s  

th e  k n i g h t .  T h is  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  o f  r e d u n d a n c y ,  s in c e  

b o t h  s u b j e c t  and  o b j e c t  a r e  c l e a r l y  o a s e -m a rk e d .

(16 )  T a n t o s t  l a  p u c e l l e  l e  l e i s s e
a p r ^ s  l e  c h e v a l i e r  s ' e s l e i s s e .  ( 1 .1 9 5 5 - 6 )

[[The m aiden  im m e d ia te ly  l e a v e s  him [the monkj 
and  g a l l o p s  o f f  a f t e r  th e  k n i g h t ,J

The im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  o b l iq u e  form  i s  l e  c h e y a l i e r  l i e s  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  a p r ^ s . h e re  a  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  can  a l s o  f u n c t i o n  

a s  an  a d v e r b .  The u n d e r l y i n g  s u b j e c t  o f  1 .1 9 5 6  i s  l a  p u ­

c e l l e  b u t ,  l e  c h e v a l i e r  c o u ld  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t

i f  t h i s  NP were n o t  c a s e -m a rk e d  and i f  a p r ^ s  were t a k e n  a s  

an  a d v e r b ,  so  t h a t  th e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  l i n e  w ould be " t h e  

k n i g h t  g a l l o p s  o f f  a f t e r  ( i . e . ,  i n  p u r s u i t ) "  o r  " a f t e r w a r d s  

t h e  k n i g h t  g a l l o p s  o f f . "

(17 )  e t  l a  p u c e le  t o t e  v o ie
l e  c h e v a l i e r  de p r d s  c o s t o i e ,  ( 1 .1 9 9 7 - 8 )

[an d  t h e  m aiden  k e e p s  c l o s e  b e s id e  th e  k n i g h t  
a l l  th e  wayj

Here o f  c o u r s e  i t  i s  o n ly  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  l e  c h e v a ­

l i e r . o f  th e  v e r b  c o s t o i e r  w hich  h a s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  c a se  fo rm . 

The s e m a n t i c  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  a s  g r e a t  a s  i t  w ould  be w i th  

many o t h e r  v e r b s ,  s i n c e  th e  end  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  th e  g i r l  and 

th e  k n i g h t  a r e  r i d i n g  a lo n g  s i d e  by  s i d e ,  b u t  i t  i s  s i g n i f i -



c a n t  t h a t  i t  i s  she  who makes th e  e f f o r t  t o  k e e p  c l o s e  t o

him , s i n c e ,  a s  s u b s e q u e n t  l i n e s  t e l l  u s ,  she  i s  t r y i n g  t o

f i n d  o u t  h i s  name, w h ich  he r e f u s e s  t o  r e v e a l .

(18) s i  com i l  s o n  chem in t e n o i t  
v i t  un c h e v a l i e r  q u i  v e n o i t
d e l  b o i s . . .  ( 1 . 2015 - 7 )

[and  a s  he was g o in g  a l o n g ,  he saw a  k n i g h t  who
was coming from  t h e  w oods ..,]

I f  we c o n s i d e r  t h e  se c o n d  m ain  c l a u s e  and th e  im m edi­

a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  ( " v i t . . . b o i s ” ) o u t  o f  co n ­

t e x t ,  o n ly  t h e  o b l iq u e  form o f  un c h e v a l i e r  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  

t h i s  NP i s  th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  v i t . 

A c t u a l l y ,  th e  s u b j e c t  h e re  a l s o  i s  i l  ( d e l e t e d ) ,  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  L a n c e l o t ,  and  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i s  p ronoun  i n  th e  p r e c e d ­

in g  l i n e  2015 w ould f a v o r ,  b u t  n o t  r e q u i r e ,  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a ­

t i o n ,  even  i n  th e  a b se n c e  o f  m o r p h o lo g ic a l  c a s e .  I f  un  c h e ­

v a l i e r  c o u ld  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  th e  s u b j e c t ,  i t  w ould  be m ost 

n a t u r a l  t o  t a k e  th e  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  i n t r o d u c e d  by  q u i . n o t  as 

a r e l a t i v e ,  b u t  a s  an  i n d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  d i r e c t  

o b j e c t ,  so  t h a t  th e  m ean ing  would be " a  k n i g h t  saw who was 

comine: from  th e  w o o d s .” I t  i s  w o r th  n o t i n g  t h a t  th e  o b l iq u e  

c a s e  form does  n o t  c o m p le te ly  e l i m i n a t e  a m b ig u i ty ,  s i n c e  th e  

r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  c o u ld  be t a k e n  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  so  t h a t  th e  

p a s s a g e  w ould mean "w hoever was coming from  th e  woods saw a 

k n i g h t , "  The l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  makes c l e a r ,  h o w ev er ,  t h a t  th e  

c l a u s e  in  f a c t  m o d i f i e s  un c h e v a l i e r .

(19) A vant en  a n v o ie  so n  f i l
l i  v a v a s o r s  t o t  m a in t e n a n t  (1*2034-5)



[T h e  v a v a s s o r *  s e n d s  h i s  s o n  o n  a h e a d  r i g h t  now j

Here we f i n d  t h e  o r d e r  v e r b - o b j e c t - s u b j e c t ,  w h ich  c e r ­

t a i n l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  word o r d e r  i s  no c r i t e r i o n  o f  c a se  

i n  OP. B o th  s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t  a r e  m arked f o r  c a s e ,  b u t  i f  

n e i t h e r  w ere so  m ark ed ,  t h e r e  w ould  be no i n d i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  

t h e  im m ed ia te  c o n t e x t  o f  who s e n t  whom.

(20) L i  v a v a s o r s  a  am en^
l e  c h e v a l i e r  d e d a n s  s a  c o r t  ( 1 .2 0 5 6 - 7 )

[The v a v a s s o r  h a s  b r o u g h t  th e  k n i g h t  
i n t o  h i s  c o u r t -]

Here b o th  s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t  a r e  c l e a r l y  c a s e -m a rk e d ,  

an d ,  i f  n e i t h e r  were so  m ark ed , t h e  k n i g h t  c o u ld  j u s t  a s  

w e l l  have b r o u g h t  t h e  v a v a s s o r  home, w i t h i n  t h e  im m ed ia te  

c o n t e x t .

(21 )  P re m ie re m a n t  l i  v a v a s o r s  (1 .2 0 7 6 - 8 )  
comanca s o n  o s t e  a  e n q u e r r e
q u i  i l  e s t o i t . . . .

[ F i r s t  t h e  v a v a s s o r  b e g a n  t o  a s k  h i s  g u e s t  who 
he w a s . . .  *]

H ere l i  v a v a s o r s  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  and so n  o s t e  th e  i n ­

d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  and  b o t h  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e .  W ith o u t  

c a s e  f o rm s ,  we c o u ld  n o t  t e l l  from  t h e s e  l i n e s  w h e th e r  i t  

was t h e  h o s t  o r  t h e  g u e s t  who b e g a n  t o  i n q u i r e .

(22) An l * e s t o r  e s t  a p r e s  so n  f r e r e
e t  a p r ^ s  so n  s e i g n o r  v enuz  ( 1 . 2 3 9 6 - 7 )

[He came i n t o  t h e  b a t t l e  a f t e r  h i s  b r o t h e r  
and a f t e r  h i s  l o r d }

*A v a v a s s o r  was a  v a s s a l  h o l d i n g  h i s  l a n d  from  a n o t h e r  
v a s s a l .



The u n d e r l y i n g  s u b j e c t ,  w i th  w hich  th e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n ­

g u l a r  p a r t i c i p l e  v en u z  a g r e e s ,  i s  l i  v a s l e z  ' t h e  young man, 

s q u i r e . '  I f  n o t  f o r  th e  o b l iq u e  form  o f  so n  f r e r e  and  so n  

S e i g n o r . a p r ^ s  c o u ld  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  an a d v e r b ,  so  t h a t  

th e  l i n e s  would mean s o m e th in g  l i k e  " a f t e r w a r d  h i s  b r o t h e r  

and h i s  l o r d  came i n t o  th e  b a t t l e . "  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e  

c o p u la  e s t  i s  s i n g u l a r ,  b u t  th e  s e c o n d  l i n e  c o u ld  w e l l  be 

an  e l l i p t i c a l  c l a u s e  w i th  o m i t t e d  c o p u la .  A c c o rd in g  t o  

su c h  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  v en u z  w ould  be c o n s id e r e d  d e l e t e d  

from  th e  f i r s t  l i n e i  i t s  n o m in a t iv e  form  d o es  n o t  c o n t r i ­

b u te  t o  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  s e m a n t i c  a m b ig u i ty .

( 2 3 ) q u a n t  so n  o s t e  v o i t  q u i  l ' e s g a r d e .  ( 1 .2 7 1 9 )

[when he s e e s  h i s  h o s t ,  who i s  l o o k i n g  a t  him!)

The o b l iq u e  fo rm  o f  so n  o s te  (h e re  m ean ing  TiosU, a l ­

th o u g h  th e  same word can  a l s o  mean ' g u e s t ' )  i s  c r u c i a l ,  

s i n c e  o th e r w i s e  t h e  l i n e  c o u ld  a l s o  mean "when h i s  h o s t  

( o r  g u e s t )  s e e s  who i s  l o o k in g  a t  him ," i . e . ,  th e  e n t i r e  

r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  " q u i  l ' e s g a r d € f  would be th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  

o f  v o i t . and  th e  p ronoun  1 '  would r e f e r  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  son  

o s t e . o f  t h e  m ain  c l a u s e .  A c tu a l ly ,  t h e r e  i s  no s u r f a c e  sub­

j e c t  » 1 '  i n  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  c l a u s e  r e f e r s  b a c k  t o  t h e  u n d e r ­

l y i n g  s u b j e c t ,  l i  c h e v a l i e r s  a  l a  c h a r r e t e . w hich  a p p e a r s  

b ack  i n  1 .2 7 1 7 ,  and  th e  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  i s  n o n r e s t r i c t i v e .

(2*0 Ce f e t  l e  r o i  i o i a n t  e t  l i ^  ( 1 .3 1 6 8 )

[[This makes th e  k i n g  jo y o u s  and happy]



The s u b j e c t  h e re  i s  t h e  n e u t e r  p ro n o u n  ce., an d  we have 

a s  o b j e c t  a  c l e a r l y  o b l i q u e  noun m o d i f i e d  by two c l e a r l y  ob­

l i q u e  a d j e c t i v e s .  The same l i n e  w i t h  n o m in a t iv e  fo rm s ,  "Ce 

f e t  l i  r o i s  j o i a n z  e t  l i e z " would mean "Happy and jo y o u s ,  

th e  k in g  d o es  t h i s . "  I n  a  s e n s e ,  t h i s  l i n e  p r o v i d e s  a coun­

te r - e x a m p le  t o  1 .1 8 2 ,  "mes i r i e z  e t  d o la n z  l e  f i s t . "

( 2 5 ) c a r  v o i r s  e s t ,  n ' a n  d o te z  de r i e n
q u * an  p u e t  p l u s  f e i r e  m al que b i e n .  ( 1 .3 1 7 9 - 8 0 )

[ f o r  t h e  t r u t h  i s ,  d o n ' t  d o u b t  i t  a t  a l l ,  t h a t  
one can  do e v i l  more [ r e a d i l y ]  t h a n  g o o d .]

These l i n e s  o c c u r  a t  t h e  end  o f  a  p a s s a g e  i n  w hich  

C r e s t i e n  r e f e r s  t o  th e  p e r s o n i f i e d  m o ra l  q u a l i t y  m a lv e s -  

t i e z  'w ic k e d n e s s ,  c o w a r d ic e ,*  and  i f  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  mal 

and  b i e n , h e r e  u se d  a s  nouns  (and  c o u n te d  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  

s i n g l e  NP) were n o t  i n  t h e  o b l iq u e  c a s e ,  t h e y  m ig h t  be i n ­

t e r p r e t e d  a s  s u b j e c t s  (an  = modern F re n c h  on b e in g  homony­

mous w i th  an  = modern F r e n c h  en i n  C r e s t i e n ' s  d i a l e c t ) ,  so  

t h a t  th e  m ean ing  o f  1 .3 1 8 0  w ould be s o m e th in g  l i k e  " e v i l  

can  make more o f  i t  t h a n  g o o d ."

(26) s ' o r r o i z  com ant t i e n t  a  e s c o l e
l i  r o i s  so n  f i l  q u ' i l  a p a r o l e  ( 1 .3 1 8 5 - 6 )

[and you w i l l  h e a r  how th e  k in g  r e p r im a n d s  h i s
s o n ,  whome he a d d r e s s e s  (as f o l l o w s ] ]

Here a g a i n  t h e  s y n t a c t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by

th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  c a s e  fo rm s  o f  b o th  s u b j e c t  an d  o b j e c t .  S e ­

m a n t i c a l l y  i t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  more l i k e l y  t h a t  a  k in g  w ould

s c o l d  h i s  so n  t h a n  th e  o t h e r  way a r o u n d ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  
c a se  s y s te m  th e  a l t e r n a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  c o u ld  n o t  be



e x c lu d e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  th e  s o n  i s  M e le a g a n t ,  a  th o ro u g h  

v i l l a i n .

(27) Le c h e v a l i e r  e s t r a n g e  mande
l i  r o i s  m o l t  t o s t . . .  ( I t  3 5 1 ^ -1 5 )

[The k in g  s e n d s  f o r  t h e  s t r a n g e  k n i g h t  r i g h t  
aw ay ...]

T h is  exam ple i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l e a r  o n e ,  s i n c e  th e  ob­

j e c t - v e r b - s u b j e c t  o r d e r  i s  th e  r e v e r s e  o f  t h e  word o r d e r  

w hich  i s  o b l i g a t o r y  i n  t h e  modern l a n g u a g e .  I t  i s  w o r th  n o t­

in g  t h a t  b o th  s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t  a r e  c a s e -m a rk e d j  a l t h o u g h  

t h e  form  l i  r o i s  w ould  i n  i t s e l f  be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e  s y n t a c t i c  a n d  s e m a n t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e  o b l iq u e  NP a t  

t h e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s e n te n c e  u n d o u b te d ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  

c o m p re h e n s io n  f o r  C r e s t i e n * s  l i s t e n e r s  by a l e r t i n g  them t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  k n i g h t  was t o  be t h e  r e c i p i e n t ,  n o t  t h e  p e r ­

f o r m e r ,  o f  th e  a c t i o n .  I t  i s  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  

so n s id e ra t ic n e fc  f a r  more l i k e l y  t h a t  a  k in g  w ould  s e n d  f o r  a  

k n i g h t  t h a n  v i c e  v e r s a ,  b u t  t h i s  a lo n e  w ould be in a d e q u a te  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  m ean ing  o f  th e  p a s s a g e  i n  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  

f o rm a l  c a s e .

(28) E t  c i l  f o n t  l o r s  s a n z  dem orance
a r r i e r e  t r e i r e  l e s  g e n z  t o t e s  (1 * 3 5 8 ^ -5 )

[And th e n  t h e y  have a l l  t h e  p e o p le  p u l l e d  b a c k  
w i t h o u t  d e l a y j

In  th e  above  l i n e s  c i l . t h e  s u b j e c t  r e f e r s  t o  L a n c e lo t

and M e le a g a n t ,  who a r e  a b o u t  t o  en g ag e  i n  s i n g l e  com bati th e

p ro n o u n  i s  d i s t i n c t  f rom  t h e  o b l iq u e  p l u r a l  c e l s  o r  c e u s .

b u t  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r ,  so  t h a t  t h e  

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  p l u r a l i t y  d ep en d s  e n t i r e l y  on t h e  v e r b  f o n t .



The o b j e c t ,  l e s  g en z  to t  as  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s p e c t a t o r s ) ,  i s  

f e m in in e  p l u r a l  and  hence c a s e - i n v a r i a n t ,  so  t h a t ,  w i t h i n  the
i

im m ed ia te  c o n t e x t ,  o n ly  th e  n o m in a t iv e  fo rm  c i l  makes c l e a r  

t h a t  i t  was n o t  a l l  t h e  p e o p le  who had  somebody p u l l e d  b a c k .  

I f  c i l  c o u ld  s e r v e  a s  th e  o b j e c t ,  i t  w ould  be im p o s s ib l e  to  

d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  s i n g u l a r  and  p l u r a l ;  i t  i s  w o r th  n o t i n g  

t h a t  t h e  la n g u a g e  d i d  make th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  ( c e l  s i n g u l a r  v s .  

c e l s ( c e u s ) p l u r a l )  i n  th e  o b l i q u e ,  f o r  w h ich  i t  was sem an­

t i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  n o t  i n  th e  n o m in a t iv e ,  f o r  w hich  t h e  

number d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v e r b .

(29) L i  r o i s  v o i t >4s i  a t a i n t  so n  f i l
q u ' i l  ne s * a ”i*de ne d e s f a n t  ( 1 .3 7 5 8 - 9 )

[The k in g  s e e s  h i s  so n  so  e x h a u s t e d  t h a t  he does  
n o t  h e l p  o r  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f j

T h is  i s  a  f a i r l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  e x a m p le , i n  w h ich  we 

know t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  th e  k i n g ’ s  so n  who s e e s  h i s  f a t h e r  

s t r i c k e n  o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  c a s e  fo rm s o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  and 

o b j e c t ,  h o w ev er ,  c a s e  m ark in g  o f  e i t h e r  one a lo n e  w ould  have 

b e e n  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  convey  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The o p p o s i t e  i n ­

f o r m a t io n  c o u ld  have b e e n  co n v ey ed  by m o r p h o lo g ic a l  ch an g es

o n l y ,  w i th  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  same word o r d e r ,  s i n c e  " Le r o i  

v o i t  s i  a t a i n t  s e s  f i l z . . . "  w ould  be a  p e r f e c t l y  n a t u r a l  OF 

s e n t e n c e •

(30) La p e s  e s t  t e x  que c i l  l i  r a n t
l a  r e i n e  . . .  ( 1 .3 8 7 7 - 8 )

[peace i s  made on th e  te rm s  t h a t  he (M elegan tJ
w i l l  t u r n  o v e r  t h e  q u e e n  t o  him { L a n c e lo t"  . . . }

Here i t  i s  o n ly  t h e  p ro n o u n  c i l  ( i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  s i n ­

g u l a r )  w hich  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  s u b j e c t ;  i f  i t  w ere  n o t  c l e a r l y



n o m in a t iv e ,  i t  c o u ld ,  w i t h i n  t h e  im m ed ia te  c o n t e x t ,  be t a k e n  

t o  r e f e r  t o  some man who i s  th e  q u een * s  p r i s o n e r  and  whom she 

w i l l  hand o v e r  t o  someone e l s e .  We know, how ever,  from  th e  

s t o r y  a s  i t  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h a t  i s  i s  th e  

q u e e n  who i s  a  p r i s o n e r .

(31) Q uant l a  r e i n e  v o i t  l e  r o i . . . .  ( 1 .3 9 3 7 )

[When t h e  q ueen  s e e s  th e  k i n g . . . . ]

T h is  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  ex am p le ,  i n  w hich  th e  c a s e  form  o f  

t h e  o b j e c t  NP a lo n e  t e l l s  u s  who s e e s  whom, r e q u i r e s  no p a r ­

t i c u l a r  comment.

(32) A s i  g r a n t  e n o r  l a  dem ainne
e t  a  demene ju sq u e  c i
l i  f r a n s  r o i s  l a  so e  m e rc i  ( 1 .4 0 5 9 - 6 1 )

[The n o b le  k in g  t r e a t s ,  an d  h as  up  t o  now t r e a t e d ,  
h e r  g r a c e  w i th  v e r y  g r e a t  honor]

A l l  t h r e e  words o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  NP l i  f r a n s  r o i s  a r e  d i s ­

t i n g u i s h e d  a s  n o m in a t iv e ,  b u t  th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  l a  soe 

m e r c i  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  q u een  G u in e v e r e ,  who i s  a  p r i s o n e r  o f  

t h e  k i n g ' s  s o n )  i s  i n v a r i a n t ,  an d ,  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  l i n e s

c o u ld  be a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how some p e r s o n  (n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y

f e m a le )  r e f e r r e d  t o  by t h e  h o n o r i f i c  t i t l e  l a  soe  m e rc i  

t r e a t e d  t h e  n o b le  k i n g ,  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  were n o t  c a s e  m ark ed .

I t  m ust be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t ,  i n  C r e s t i e n ' s  u s a g e ,  m e rc i  i s  

d e c l i n a b l e  ( n o m i n a t i v e » m e r c i z ) when u s e d  a s  common noun , b u t  

n o t  when u se d  a s  a  t i t l e .  Two p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  may 

be g iv e n  f o r  l a  i n  1 .4059«  i f  i t  i s  t a k e n  a s  an  a d v e rb  (mod­

e r n  l a ) ,  m ea n in g ,  i n  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  p r e c e d in g  l i n e ^  i n



the presence  o f  the k ing and o th e r s ,  then l i  f ra n s  r o i s  i s  

the only  m orphologica l in d ic a to r  o f  the s u b j e c t - o b j e c t  

r o l e s ,  (Of c o u rse , i f  we r e s o r t  to  the preced in g  c o n tex t  

to  e s t a b l i s h  the r e fer e n c e  o f  the adverb, th ere  w i l l  be no 

sem antic c o n fu s io n .)  A l t e r n a t iv e ly ,  l a  may be a d i r e c t  ob­

j e c t  pronoun r e f e r r in g  to  the queen. I f  we adopt t h i s  in ­

t e r p r e t a t io n ,  in s te a d  o f  c o n s id er in g  both  verb forms to  con­

s t i t u t e  a s in g le  verb , so  th a t  the th ree  l i n e s  form a s in g le  

c la u s e ,  i t  i s  p r e fe ra b le  to  co n s id er  1.4-059 and 1,4-060-1 as 

sep arate  c la u s e s ,  w ith  the su b je c t  (a pronoun r e f e r r in g  to  

the k in g )  d e le te d  from the f i r s t  and a d v e r b ia l  phrase a s i  

g ra n t enor d e le te d  from the second .

I t  i s  important to  note th a t  the r o le  o f  the  fem inine NP 

l a  soe m erci as d ir e c t  o b je c t  would norm ally be shown by g e n ­

der agreement o f  the p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  i . e . ,  we would exp ect  

demenee in s te a d  o f  dement. This om iss ion  o f  the f i n a l  un­

s t r e s s e d  -e_, presumably fo r  the sake o f  m eter, su g g e s t s  that 

in  those  in s ta n c e s  ( to  be d is c u sse d  l a t e r )  where the i n t e r ­

p r e ta t io n  i s  in d ic a te d  both by t h i s  gender agreement and by 

m orp holog ica l c a s e ,  i t  i s  the case form which i s  the more im­

p orta n t  in d ic a t o r .

(33) . . . . l o r s  l 'en .m ain n e
l i  r o i s  l a  r e in e  v e o ir  (1.4-4-58-9)

[Then the k ing tak es  him o f f  to  see  the q u e e n j

The nom inative form l i  r o i s  i s  needed to  e s t a b l i s h  

th a t  the k ing  i s  the su b je c t  on ly  because l ' e n . which con­

s i s t s  o f  the  a c c u sa t iv e  pronoun 1' ( r e f e r r in g  to  L an ce lo t)



+ t h e  a d v e r b i a l  p a r t i c l e  e n ,  was i n  C r e s t i e n * s  d i a l e c t ,  hom­

onymous w i t h  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  p ro n o u n  1*a n  ( e q u i v a l e n t  t o  l* o n

i n  modern F re n c h  and i n  o t h e r  OF d i a l e c t s ) .  In  f a c t ,  C r e s ­

t i e n  s p e l l e d  t h e  a d v e r b  and a l s o  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  en  a s  an  

more o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  a l t h o u g h  he d i d  n o t  do so  i n  1 .4 4 5 8 .  I f  

we were i n  f a c t  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  p ro n o u n  and  

l i  r o i s  were n o t  u n a m b ig u o u s ly  n o m in a t iv e ,  t h e  m eaning  w ould 

be t h a t  t h e  k in g  i s  t a k e n  t o  s e e  t h e  q u e e n .

The word o r d e r ,  h o w ev e r ,  w ould  p r e v e n t  any  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  l a  r e i n e  a s  s u b j e c t ,  w i th  l i  r o i s  a s  o b j e c t .  

A c t u a l l y ,  l a  r e i n e  i s  t h e  o b j e c t  o n l y  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  v e o ir ,  

l i  r o i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o n ly  o f  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b  m a in n e . and 1* 

b o th  th e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b  and  t h e  ( o b l i g a t o r i l y  d e ­

l e t e d )  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  i n f i n i t i v e .  S in c e  th e  o b j e c t  o f  a n  i n ­

f i n i t i v e  c o u ld  n o t  be s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  i t  by  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  

f i n i t e  v e r b  g o v e r n in g  th e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  l i  r o i s . ev en  i f  n o t  

c a s e - i n f l e c t e d ,  c o u ld  n o t  be t h e  o b j e c t  o f  v e o i r .

(34-) Q uant L a n c e lo z v o i t  l a  r e i n e  (1.4-583)

[When L a n c e lo t  s e e s  t h e  q u e e n ~]

Here i t  i s  th e  n o m in a t iv e  fo rm  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  name w h ich  

t e l l s  us  who s e e s  whom. A l th o u g h ,  a s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r ,  

some i n s t a n c e s  o f  " c a s e  e r r o r s "  i n v o l v i n g  t h i s  name o c c u r  i n  

t h e  poem, t h e y  a lw a y s  in v o lv e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  o b l iq u e  f o r  

t h e  n o m in a t iv e ,  and i n  no s u c h  i n s t a n c e  i s  t h e r e  t h e  s l i g h t ­

e s t  chance  o f  a m b ig u i ty .

L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e s ,  i n  w hich  th e
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o b l i q u e  form  o f  th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  p ro n o u n  e l e  

u n a m b ig u o u s ly  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t .

(3 5 )  e t  e l e  un a u t r e  t o s t  l i  r a n t  ( 1 .4 5 8 ? )  

[and  she  q u i c k l y  g i v e s  him one back]

Un a u t r e  r e f e r s  t o  un  s a l u . and th e  l i n e  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  

t h e  q u een  r e t u r n s  L a n c e l o t ' s  g r e e t i n g .  The n o m in a t iv e  form 

u n s  a u t r e s  w ould  i n d i c a t e  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  on t h e  l i n e s  o f  

" a n o t h e r  man g i v e s  h e r  t o  h im ."

( 3 6 ) e t  d i t  au r o i  que e l e  a v r a
un c h e v a l i e r . . .  ( 1 .4 9 0 3 - 4 )

fand she s a y s  t o  th e  k in g  t h a t  she  w i l l  have a 
k n i g h t . . J

The in te n d e d  m ea n in g ,  made c l e a r  by t h e  c o n t e x t ,  i s  t h a t  

she  ( th e  q u e e n )  w i l l  have b r o u g h t  t o  th e  s c e n e  a  k n i g h t  who 

w i l l  be a b le  t o  d e fe n d  Kay o f  th e  f a l s e  c h a rg e  made a g a i n s t  

h im . Out o f  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  m eaning  c o u ld  be "a  k n i g h t  w i l l  

have h e r , "  i f  u n  c h e v a l i e r  were n o t  an  o b l iq u e  fo rm .

(3 7 )  t a n t  q u ’ e l e  v i t  l e  c h e v a l i e r  (1 .5 8 5 1 )  

(so t h a t  she  saw t h e  k n ig h t ]

H ere th e  o b l iq u e  form  l e  c h e v a l i e r  e x c lu d e s  th e  i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n  " th e  k n i g h t  saw h e r . "

The f u n c t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  c a se  sy s te m  i n  th e  above e x ­

am ples  m ig h t  w e l l  be d i s p u t e d  on th e  g ro u n d  t h a t  t h i s  p r o ­

noun c o u ld  o n ly  be n o m in a t iv e  i n  OF, a t  l e a s t  i n  a  t w e l f t h  

c e n t u r y  t e x t  s u c h  a s  t h i s ,  s i n c e  e l e  b eg an  t o  r e p l a c e  th e  

e m p h a t ic  f e m in in e  o b l iq u e  l i  o n ly  to w a rd  t h e  end  o f  t h e



t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  F o u l e t  ( p .1 0 9 )  o r  o n ly  i n  

M iddle  F re n c h ,  i . e . ,  i n  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  and f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u ­

r i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Pope (p .3 2 ^ - ) .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  i n  t h e  ab o v e  

exam ples  t h e r e  w ould be no r e a s o n  t o  e x p e c t  an  e m p h a t ic  fo rm  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  n o rm a l a c c u s a t i v e  l a .

Use o f  t h e  e l e  a s  an  o b j e c t  p ro n o u n  b y  C r e s t i e n ,  how­

e v e r ,  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e ,  

w h ic h ,  when t a k e n  a l o n e ,  w ould  r e q u i r e  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i

Mes, se  e l e  c o n d u i t  e u s t  (1 .1 3 1 1 -1 2 )
uns  a u t r e s . . • .

£ b u t , i f  a n o t h e r  had  a b d u c te d  h e r . . . ]

The form  u n s  a u t r e s  c a n  be e i t h e r  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r  

o r  o b l iq u e  p l u r a l ,  a n d ,  s i n c e  e l e  i s  n o r m a l ly  a  s u b j e c t  p r o ­

noun o n l y ,  t h e  l a t t e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  c a se  fo rm  i s  i n ­

d i c a t e d ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  " b u t ,  i f  she  had  l e d  

some o t h e r s . . . . "  H ow ever, t h i s  p a s s a g e  o c c u r s  d u r in g  a  d i ­

g r e s s i o n ,  i n  w h ich  C r e s t i e n  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  cus tom  r e q u i r e d  a  

k n i g h t  who fo u n d  a  g i r l  a lo n e  t o  t r e a t  h e r  w i th  r e s p e c t ,  b u t  

t h a t ,  i f  a n o t h e r  man had  a l r e a d y  c a r r i e d  h e r  o f f ,  any  k n i g h t  

who b e s t e d  t h e  a b d u c t o r  i n  com bat c o u ld  do w i th  t h e  g i r l  a s  

he p l e a s e d .  H ence , o n ly  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e l e  a s  d i r e c t  o b ­

j e c t  and  u n s  a u t r e s  a s  s u b j e c t  makes s e n s e  i n  c o n t e x t .  T h i s  

p a s s a g e  w i l l  be c i t e d  a g a i n  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a m b i g u i t i e s  

n o t  p r e v e n t e d  by  th e  c a s e  s y s te m .

One more exam ple m ig h t  be c i t e d  i n  w h ich  an  o b l iq u e  

c a s e  form  p r e c l u d e s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e l e  a s  o b j e c t i



q u e ,  q u a n t  e l e  o t  a s e z  g abe
l e  c h e v a l i e r  e t  r a n p o n e  ( 1 .5 8 7 - 8 )

[ t h a t ,  when she had  mocked and  i n s u l t e d  th e  k n i g h t  
en o u g h j

I t  i s  m a in ly  t h e  o b l iq u e  fo rm  o f  l e  c h e v a l i e r  w h ich  

t e l l s  u s  t h a t  i t  was n o t  t h e  k n i g h t  who had  r i d i c u l e d  th e  

g i r l ,  b u t  h e r e  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m  h a s  s u p p o r t  from  g e n d e r  ggree -  

m e n t ,  s i n c e  e l e  a s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  w ould  r e q u i r e  t h e  f e m in in e  

p a r t i c i p i a l  fo rm s  g ab ee  e t  r a n p o n e e . H ow ever, a s  we have 

s e e n  i n  1 .^ -059-61 , where t h e  m a s c u l in e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  u s e d  

w i t h  a  f e m in in e  o b j e c t ,  t h e  s u p p o r t  r e n d e r e d  by th e  u n s t r e s s ­

e d  f e m in in e  e n d in g  - e  i s  f e e b l e .  Even when u t t e r e d ,  t h i s  weak 

f i n a l  s y l l a b l e  was o f t e n  l i k e l y  t o  be u n h e a r d .

(38) Le r o i  Artus a Kex t r a i  (1 .^ 85^ -5)
son s e ig n o r . . . .

[Kay h a s  b e t r a y e d  King A r t h u r ,  h i s  l o r d . . . ] ]

H ere b o th  s u b j e c t  and d i r e c t  o b j e c t  a r e  c a s e -m a r k e d ,  th e  

c a s e  fo rm  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  b e in g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  

o f  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  th e  s u b j e c t  

i s  i n s e r t e d  b e tw e e n  th e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b  an d  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  

an d  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  f o l lo w e d  by  th e  o b l i q u e  c a s e  fo rm  son  

s e i g n o r  i n  a p p o s i t i o n  w i th  l e  r o i  A r tu s  (an d  c o n s id e r e d  t o  

fo rm  a  s i n g l e  NP w i t h  i t ) .  P r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w ould  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  so n  s e i g n o r  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  k i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  

Kay e v e n  i f  t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  were c a s e - i n v a r i a n t .  I t  may be 

n o t e d  t h a t  A r tu s  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  n o m in a t iv e  fo rm , h e re  u s e d  f o r  

t h e  o b l iq u e  A x tu ,  b u t  t h i s  c a u s e s  no c o n f u s i o n  b e c a u s e  b o th



t h e  a r t i c l e  and t h e  common noun a r e  u n a m b ig u o u s ly  o b l i q u e .  

A lth o u g h  th e  s u b j e c t ,  Kex. h e r e  a p p e a r s  i n  i t s  p r o p e r  nom­

i n a t i v e  fo rm , t h i s  p r o p e r  name c a r r i e s  much l e s s  o f  t h e  s e ­

m a n t ic  c o n t e n t  t h a n  l e  r o i . s i n c e  t h e  form  Kex a p p e a r s  i n  ol> 

l i q u e  f u n c t i o n  s e v e r a l  t im e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  poem.

(39) Quex le  s e n e sc h a l  ne conut
q u i  de t e l  chose  l e  m e s c r u t .  ( 1 .^ 9 5 5 - 6 )

fw hoever w ro n g ly  b e l i e v e d  Kay th e  s e n e s c h a l  t o  
have done su c h  a  t h i n g  d id  n o t  know h im .J

Even th o u g h  Quex i s  a  n o m in a t iv e  form  u s e d  f o r  t h e  d i ­

r e c t  o b j e c t ,  t h e  c l e a r l y  o b l iq u e  w ords l e  s e n e s c h a l  ( v s .  l i  

s e n e s c h a x , n o m in a t iv e )  i d e n t i f y  th e  e n t i r e  NP a s  th e  o b j e c t ;  

t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  th e  e n t i r e  c l a u s e  q u i . . . m e s c r u t . I f  Quex l e  

s e n e s c h a l  c o u ld  be t a k e n  a s  th e  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  s e n t e n c e  would be e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t ;  "Kay 

th e  s e n e s c h a l  d id  n o t  know who c o u ld  have b e l i e v e d  him 

g u i l t y  o f  su c h  a  t h i n g , "  q u i  b e in g  i n  t h i s  r e a d i n g  an  i n ­

t e r r o g a t i v e  p ro n o u n  i n t r o d u c i n g  an  i n d i r e c t  q u a s t i o n ,  r a t h ­

e r  t h a n  a  r e l a t i v e  p ro n o u n  c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  "he  who" o r  

" w h o e v e r ."

(kO) C i l  q u i  de n u l  m al ne se d o te
a  " fe t  r e m e n o i r  s a  g e n t  t o t e  ( 1 .5 0 7 9 - 8 0 )

[He, who does  n o t  s u s p e c t  any  e v i l ,  h a s  o r d e r e d  
a l l  h i s  p e o p le  t o  w a i t j

The r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  may be ig n o r e d  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  

t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  C i l . th e  h e r e  s i n g u l a r  s u b j e c t ,  i s  a  d i s ­

t i n c t i v e  ca se  fo rm , and so  i s  th e  o b l iq u e  s a  g e n t  t o t e  ( th e

o b j e c t  o f  f e t  = f a i t  and  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  r e m e n o i r ). 
h e r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r .  I n  C r e s t i e n ' s  d i a l e c t ,  f e m in in e



nouns n o t  e n d in g  i n  u n s t r e s s e d  -e_ r e g u l a r l y  to o k  - s  i n  th e  

n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r .  However, p re su m a b ly  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  

o f t e n  no s e m a n t i c  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  s i n g u l a r  an d  p l u r a l  

o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  noun , C r e s t i e n  on o c c a s io n  u s e d  th e  s i n ­

g u l a r  w i th  a  p l u r a l  v e r b  and i n  th e  o b l iq u e  form  g e n t  ( th e  

n o m in a t iv e  genz  b e in g  o f  c o u r s e  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  th e  p l u r a l ) .  

T h is  w i l l  be p o i n t e d  o u t  a g a i n  i n  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  " c a s e  

e r r o r s . "  The s u b j e c t  c a se  form  i s  t h u s  a  more r e l i a b l e  

g u id e  t o  s e m a n t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  th a n  th e  o b j e c t  fo rm ; w i t h ­

o u t  any  m o r p h o lo g ic a l  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  c a s e ,  th e  p a s s a g e  c o u ld  

w e l l  mean t h a t  h i s  p e o p le  o r d e r e d  him t o  r e m a in .

(^1 )  e t  s i u s t  l e  n a i n  q u i  t r a i  l ' a  ( 1 .5 0 8 1 )

£and he f o l l o w s  th e  d w a r f ,  who h as  b e t r a y e d  hirnj

The d e le te d  su b je c t  o f  t h i s  l in e  i s  c i l . p resen t  in  the sur­

face  s tr u c tu r e  o f  1 .5079  and r e f e r r in g  to  L a n ce lo t .  How­

ev er ,  s i u s t  (the  th ir d  person s in g u la r  in d ic a t iv e  o f  s iv r e  = 

modern French s u i v r e ) could be taken as i n t r a n s i t i v e ,  so 

th a t  the l i n e  would mean "and the dwarf, who has betrayed

him, fo l lo w s ,"  i f  not fo r  the f a c t  th a t  l e  nain  i s  an ob­

l iq u e  case form.

(kZ) e t  l a  r e i n e  l e  sem ont
e t  p r ie  qu 'a  v a l  e t  a mont
par sa  te r r e  querre l e  face
t o t  sanz demore e t  san* espace
e t  mes s i r e  Gauvains e t  Qu^st (1 .5 2 1 1 -1 5 )

[and t h e  q u een  c a l l s  upon  him [the k in g /  an d  b e g s  
t h a t  he have him [LancelolO s e a r  dad fo r ,  up  h i l l  
and down d a l e  th r o u g h o u t  h i s  l a n d s  w i t h o u t  h e s i ­
t a t i o n  o r  d e l a y ,  and my l o r d  Gawain and Kay [ a l s o  
b eg  th e  k in g  f o r  t h i s } ^



Mes s i r e  G a u v a in s  and  Qu^s a r e  n o m in a t iv e  i n  form* th e  

c a se  fo rm  Q u/s  ( a  v a r i a n t  o f  Kex) i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i ­

f i c a n t ,  s i n c e  C r e s t i e n  o f t e n  u s e s  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  o f  t h i s  

name i n  o b l iq u e  f u n c t i o n ,  b u t  he i s  v e r y  c a r e f u l  w i t h  t h e  

name G a u v a in s . and  th e  a p p e l l a t i o n  mes s i r e  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r ­

e n t  f ro m  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  o b l iq u e  mon s e i g n o r . W ith o u t  

m o r p h o lo g ic a l  c a s e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  t h e  s e n t e n c e  c o u ld  be i n t e r ­

p r e t e d  t o  mean t h a t  th e  q ueen  p e r s o n a l l y  b e g s  Gawain and Kay, 

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  k i n g ,  t o  sen d  o u t  a  s e a r c h  p a r t y  f o r  L a n c e l o t .

(4 3 )  E t  l i  v a s l e z  l ' a  s a l u e * ,
e-t l e  r o i  q u i  de l i  fu  p r e s ,  
e t  p u i s  l e s  a u t r e s  t o z  a p r ^ s ,
e t  Queug e t  mon s e i g n o r  G a u v a in . ( 1 .5 2 4 8 - 5 1 )

j^nd  th e  s q u i r e  g r e e t e d  h e r  and t h e  k i n g ,  who
was n e a r  h e r ,  and t h e n  a l l  th e  o t h e r s  a f t e r w a r d ,  
^ i n c l u d i n g ]  Kay and  my l o r d  Gawain.]

I n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  above l i n e s ,  t h e r e  w ould be no ques­

t i o n ,  e v e n  i f  l i  v a s l e z  were n o t  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  n o m in a t iv e ,  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  and t h a t  t h e  p ro n o u n  l ' f o r  l a ,  r e ­

f e r r i n g  t o  l a  r e i n e . i s  th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  The p a s t  p a r t i ­

c i p l e  s a l u e e  a g r e e s  i n  g e n d e r  w i th  t h i s  p r o n o m in a l  o b j e c t ,

ev en  th o u g h  th e  f o l l o w i n g  n o u n s ,  w h ich  a r e  a l s o  o b j e c t s  o f  

th e  v e r b ,  a r e  m a s c u l i n e .  The c r u c i a l  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  i f  l e  

r o i . l e s  a u t r e s . and  mon s e i g n o r  G auva in  w ere  n o t  o b l iq u e  

i n  fo rm , t h e  m ean ing  m ig h t  be t h a t  t h e y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  

s q u i r e ,  g r e e t e d  t h e  q u e e n ,  i n s t e a d  o f  th e m s e lv e s  b e in g  

g r e e t e d  by  h im . T h is  p a s s a g e  may be c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  1 .1 4 4 -5 *  

" E t  l a  r e i n e  a n c o r  l * a n  p r i e  e t  t u i t  l i  c h e v a l i e r  a  m a s s e ,"  

i n  w h ich  t u i t  l i  c h e v a l i e r , b e in g  n o m i n a t i v e ,  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l



a g e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  a c t i o n .  I t  m ust f u r ­

t h e r  be n o te d  t h a t  th e  name Queus i s  a  n o m in a t iv e  form  f u n c ­

t i o n i n g  a s  o b l i q u e .  I f  t h e  p a s sa g e  c o n s i s t e d  o n ly  o f  "E t  l i  

v a s l e z  l * a  s a l u e e ,  e t  l e  r o i  q u i  de l i  fu  p r e s  e t  p u i s  Quetm,1* 

t h e r e  m ig h t  be some q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  w h e th e r  Kay was a  g r e e t e r  

o r  r e c e i v e d  a g r e e t i n g ,  b u t  s i n c e  t h i s  p r o p e r  noun comes b e ­

tw een  two o b l iq u e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w h ich  i t  i s  j o i n e d  by th e  

c o n j u n c t i o n  e t ,  t h e r e  i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n f u s i o n .

(4 ^ )  . . e t  d i t  que L a n c e lo z  s a l u e
l e  r o i  come so n  boen  s e i g n o r  ( 1 .5 2 5 8 -9 )

jand s a y s  t h a t  L a n c e lo t  g r e e t s  th e  k in g  a s  h i s  
good lo r d ]

(^•5) C i l  a v o i t  L a n c e lo t  an g a r d e  (1 .5 ^ 2 8 )

[T h is  man had L a n c e lo t  i n  h i s  c u s to d y ]

The two ex am p les  above may c o n v e n i e n t l y  be c o n s id e r e d  

t o g e t h e r ,  and r e q u i r e  l i t t l e  comment, In  b o t h  o f  them , we 

f i n d  t h e  modern s u b j e c t - v e r b - o b j e c t  word o r d e r ,  th e  s u b j e c t  

and o b j e c t  b o th  have d i s t i n c t i v e  c a s e  fo rm s ,  an d ,  w i th o u t  

c a s e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  w hich  s u b j e c t  and  ob­

j e c t  a r e  r e v e r s e d  would be p o s s i b l e .  The o b l iq u e  form  o f  the 

NP in t r o d u c e d  by  th e  c o n j u n c t i o n  come i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  e l ­

l i p t i c a l  c l a u s e  i s  t o  be r e c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  "come i l  s a lu e  so n  

boen  s e i g n o r , "  w h e re a s  a  n o m in a t iv e  fo rm  w ould  mean t h a t  Lan­

c e l o t  was a c t i n g  i n  th e  r o l e  o f  th e  good l o r d .  G iven th e  

m ean ing  o f  th e  w ord r o i  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by th e  

m orp h o lo g y  i s  o f  c o u r s e  by f a r  th e  more l i k e l y  on s e m a n tic  

g ro u n d s  a l o n e .



(46) nplant.a.t panaif li»AC,eJ-oJ . , , .
v i t  l a  dame de l a  meison (1 .5 4 3 6 -7 )

[The l a d y  o f  t h e  house saw L a n c e lo t  s o r r o w f u l  
and p e n s iv e }

The above p a s s a g e  i s  f a r  more i n t e r e s t i n g  th a n  th e  two 

p r e c e d i n g  e x a m p le s .  We n o t  o n ly  have  th e  o r d e r  o b j e c t - v e r b -  

s u b j e c t ,  b u t  th e  o b j e c t  i s  p r e c e d e d  by i t s  two m o d i f i e r s ,  

and t h e  s u b j e c t  l a  dame i s  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t .  A g e n d e r  d i s ­

t i n c t i o n ,  w h ic h ,  i s  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  m o r p h o lo g ic a l  c a s e ,  would 

s e rv e  t o  i d e n t i f y  th e  a d j e c t i v e s  a s  m o d i fy in g  L a n c e lo t  r a t h ­

e r  t h a n  l a  dame, i s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h a t  th e  f e m in in e  o f  p a n s i f  

w ould  be p a n s i v e . P o w e r fu l  s u p p o r t ,  how ever, i s  p r o v id e d  by 

th e  o b l iq u e  form  o f  th e  m a s c u l in e  p a n s i f  and o f  th e  g e n d e r -  

i n v a r i a n t  d o l a n t . I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  a d j e c t i v e s  w i th  

L a n c e l o t ,  w h ich  c o u ld  be b a s e d  on g e n d e r  a l o n e ,  w ould n o t  

s u f f i c e ,  how ever,  t o  i d e n t i f y  L a n c e l o t  a s  o b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  

s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  c a s e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  s i n c e  th e  p a s ­

sage  c o u ld  t h e n  mean " L a n c e l o t ,  s a d  and p e n s i v e ,  saw th e  lad y  

o f  t h e  h o u s e ” ( th e  n o m in a t iv e  w ould  be c,D o lanz  e t  p a n s i ( f ) s  

L a n c e l o z . . " )

(47 )  e t  o r  e s t  s i  c o a rd e  c h o se
que c h e v a l i e r  a t a n d r e  n ' o s e .  ( 1 .5 6 8 7 - 8 )

lAnd now [he]  i s  su ch  a  c o w a rd ly  t h i n g  t h a t  he
d o e s n ' t  d a re  t o  w a i t  f o r  a  k n i g h t  &o engage him 
i n  com bat i n  t h e  to u r n a m e n t ] ]

I f  c h e v a l i e r  were n o t  i n  i t s  o b l i q u e  fo rm , i t  w ould  be 

p o s s i b l e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  noun a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  

c l a u s e ,  so  t h a t  t h e  l i n e s  w ould  be i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean some­

t h i n g  l i k e  " i t  i s  in d e e d  a  c o w a rd ly  t h i n g ,  t h a t  a  k n i g h t



doe8 n o t  d a r e  t o  w a i t . "

(48) L i  u n  l o r  s e i g n o r s  e i d i e r  c u i d e n t  ( 1 .5 9 4 9 )

fsome k n i g h t s ( l i t e r a l l y ,  " th e  o n e s " )  t h i n k  t o  
a i d  t h e i r  lo rd s }

I n  t h i s  l i n e ,  w h ich  o c c u r s  i n  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  t o u r ­

n am en t,  we a g a i n  have d i s t i n c t i v e  c a se  fo rm s  f o r  s u b j e c t  and 

o b j e c t  , b o th  o f  w h ich  a r e  h e re  p l u r a l ,  a n d ,  i n  th e  a b s e n c e  

o f  c a s e ,  an  a l s o  r e a s o n a b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w ould be t h a t  th e  

l o r d s  w an ted  t o  h e l p  t h e i r  k n i g h t s .

(4 9 )  . . q u e  p o r  b i a u t ^  ne p o r  a v o i r  
d e i g n a s t  n u le  d ' e l e s  a v o i r
c i l  c h e v a l i e r s . . .  (1 .5999-60Q L)

C th a t  n o t  f o r  t h e i r  b e a u ty  o r  t h e i r  w e a l th  w ould  
t h a t  k n i g h t  d e ig n  t o  have any  o f  them  £the m a id ­
en s  a t  t h e  to u rn a m e n t] ]

Here we have th e  s u b j e c t  c i l  c h e v a l i e r s , o c c u r r i n g  o n ly  

a t  t h e  end  o f  a  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  c o m p l ic a te d  c l a u s e ,  and  i f  i t  

were n o t  n o m in a t iv e  i n  fo rm , i t  w ould n o t  be c l e a r  w h e th e r  

t h e  k n i g h t  was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any  o f  t h e  g i r l s  o r  i f  none 

o f  t h e  g i r l s  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  k n i g h t » t h e  l a t t e r  i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n  w o u ld ,  i n  f a c t ,  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  more l i k e l y  word 

o r d e r .  The e x t e r n a l  c o n t e x t  o f  L a n c e l o t ' s  lo v e  f o r  t h e  q u e e n  

d o e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w h ich  i s  made p re ­

c i s e  by  th e  c a s e  s y s te m .

(5 0 )  e t  L a n c e l o t  venu  t r o v a
q u i  p r i s o n  t e n o i t  an  s a  c o r t  ( 1 .6 1 0 6 - 7 )

Tand he fo u n d  t h a t  L a n c e lo t  had  come and  was a  
p r i s o n e r  i n  h i s  c o u r t ]

Here t h e  u n e x p r e s s e d  s u b j e c t  i s  t h e  s e n e s c h a l  whom Me­

l e a g a n t  had  a s s i g n e d  t o  g u a rd  L a n c e lo t}  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e



v enu  f u n c t i o n s  a s  an  a d j e c t i v e  m o d i fy in g  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  

L a n c e l o t  a n d ,  l i k e  t h e  p r o p e r  name, i s  c l e a r l y  o b l iq u e  i n  

fo rm , and  t h e  n o n r e s t r i c t i v e  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  a l s o  m o d i f i e s  

t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  W ith o u t  m o r p h o lo g ic a l  c a s e ,  how ever,  th e  

p a s s a g e  c o u ld  be i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean t h a t  L a n c e l o t ,  h a v in g  

come b a c k ,  fo u n d  t h e  man who was a  p r i s o n e r  i n  h i s  c o u r t ,  

i . e . ,  L a n c e l o t  c o u ld  be t a k e n  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  an d  t h e  c l a u s e  

"q u i . . . . c o r t " a s  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  As i n  so  many o t h e r  

p a s s a g e s ,  h ow ever ,  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  s e m a n t i ­

c a l l y  t e n a b l e  o n ly  w i t h i n  th e  im m edia te  c o n t e x t .

(51 )  L a n c e lo t  am ener i  f i s t  ( 1 .6 1 3 1 )

[He had L a n c e lo t  b r o u g h t  t h e r e ]

L a n c e l o t  would p r o b a b ly  be t a k e n  a s  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  

e v e n  i f  i t  w ere n o t  c a s e -m a rk e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  

a n o t h e r  NP o r  p ro n o u n  w h ich  c o u ld  f u n c t i o n  i n  t h i s  r o l e . 

H ow ever, 1 .1 2 9 4  shows u s  t h a t  d e l e t i o n  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  

o f  f a i r e  am ener i s  p o s s i b l e ,  so  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Lan­

c e l o t  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  c o u ld  n o t  be e x c lu d e d  i f  n o t  f o r  i t s  

o b l i q u e  fo rm .

(52) a p e le r  v o l o i t  L ancelot (1 .6457)

[ s h e  w an ted  t o  c a l l  L a n e e lo tJ

H e re ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  s u b j e c t  i s  e l e . r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  

s i s t e r  o f  M e le a g a n t ,  who had s e t  o u t  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  L a n c e l o t .  

Out o f  c o n t e x t ,  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  

o b l iq u e  form  L a n c e l o t , t o  t a k e  L a n c e lo t  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  w i t h



t h e  m ea n in g ,  " L a n c e lo t  w an ted  t o  c a l l  o u t . "

(53) e t  L a n c e lo z  m o lt  t o s £  c o r t  s u s
M e le a g a n t  de g r a n t  a i r  ( 1 .7 0 0 2 - 3 )

[and L a n c e l o t  v e r y  q u i c k l y  a t t a c k s  M e le a g a n t  
w i th  g r e a t  f u r y ]

B o th  s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t  a r e  c a s e -m a rk e d  p r o p e r  nam esj 

t h e  p r o p e r  case  fo rm s o f  M e le a g a n t  a r e  u s e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

b o t h  by  C r e s t i e n  and  b y  G o d e f ro i  (who w ro te  t h e  above l i n e s ) ,  

a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  o b l iq u e  fo rm  L a n c e lo t  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  u s e d  

f o r  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  ( o n ly  i n  v o c a t i v e s ,  w i t h  one e x c e p t io n  

i n  G o d e f r o i ' s  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e x t ) ,  L a n c e l o t  o c c u r s  o n ly  i n  nom­

i n a t i v e  f u n c t i o n . .  T h i s  b e in g  a  com bat s c e n e ,  th e  g e n e r a l  

c o n t e x t  w ould  n o t  t e l l  u s  who a t t a c k e d  whom i f  n e i t h e r  name

were a  c a s e  fo rm . S us  can  be e i t h e r  an  a d v e rb  o r  a  p r e p o s i ­

t i o n ,  b u t  i s  h e re  b e s t  t a k e n  a s  an  a d v e r b ,  c o r r e  s u s  b e in g  

an  id io m  m eaning  * to  a t t a c k . '

(5*0 J o i e  d ep iece  e t  s i  e f fa c e
l a  d o l o r   ( 1 .6 8 1 6 - 7 )

[joy breaks up and thus e f f a c e s  sorrow.,]

The s u b j e c t  j o i e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t , and  i f  

t h i s  were a l s o  t r u e  o f  d o l o r , i t  would n o t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  

t e l l ,  e x c e p t  i n  th e  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t ,  w h e th e r  so r ro w  i s  b e in g  

r e p l a c e d  by jo y  o r  v i c e  v e r s a .  S in c e  C r e s t i e n  ( th e  above 

l i n e s  were a c t u a l l y  w r i t t e n  by  G o d e f ro i  de L e ig n i )  was c a re ­

f u l  t o  u s e  d i s t i n c t i v e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r  fo rm s f o r  fem­

i n i n e  nouns  n o t  e n d in g  i n  u n s t r e s s e d  - e ,  we may how ever con­

s i d e r  t h e  o b l iq u e  fo rm  l a  d o l o r  ( v s .  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  l a  d o l o r s ) 

a s  f u n c t i o n a l .



(5 5 )  L i  r o i s  L a n c e lo t  m o lt  e n o re  (1 .6 8 5 2 )

[The k in g  b e s to w s  g r e a t  h o n o rs  on Lance l o t j

The above l i n e  p r o v id e s  a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  exam ple i n  

w h ich  b o th  s u b j e c t  and  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  

c a s e ,  and  i n  w h ich ,  w i t h o u t  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  i t  

w ould  n o t  be c l e a r ,  ev en  w i t h i n  a  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t ,  who was 

h o n o r in g  whom.



SUPPORTING EXAMPLES

I n  a few p a s s a g e s ,  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  by th e  

ca se  fo rm s c o u ld  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a l s o  by th e  u n s t r e s s e d  -e_ 

fe m in in e  e n d in g  o f  a  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e .  In  o r a l  r e c i t a t i o n ,  

how ever, t h i s  e n d in g  m ig h t  e a s i l y  n o t  be h e a r d ,  and in  

1 .4 0 6 0 -1  (a  d e m e n e . . . l a  soe m e r c i ) ,  we have s e e n  an  i n s t a n c e  

o f  i t s  o m is s io n  from th e  w r i t t e n  t e x t .  I n  th e  f o l l o w i n g  two 

D a s sa g e s ,  th e  s u b j e c t  i s  a  m a s c u l in e  NP d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  

c a s e ,  and th e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  w i th  w hich  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  

a g r e e s  i s  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t ,  so  t h a t  th e  r e d u n d a n c y  o c c a s io n e d  

by th e  c a s e  + g e n d e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t  

t o  t h a t  w hich  e x i s t s  in  c l a u s e s  whose s u b j e c t  and  d i r e c t  ob­

j e c t  a r e  b o th  c a s e -m a rk e d ,

E t  l i  r o i s  a p a r  l a  m ain  p r i s e
l a  r e i n e . . . .  ( 1 .1 8 8 - 9 )

[And th e  k in g  h a s  t a k e n  th e  q u een  by th e  h a n d . . . J

L i  r o i s . • . . .
en  a  l a  r e i n e  a p e le e .  (1 .5 0 1 0 -1 ] )

[The k in g  has  c a l l e d  th e  q u een  th e n c e }

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  c a s e  and t h e  g e n d e r  fo rm  i s  

somewhat d i f f e r e n t  in  th e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e «

q u i  m o l t  i r i e z  vos  a  r a n d u e .  (1 .3 9 5 6 )

[who h as  s u r r e n d e r e d  you v e r y  g r u d g in g ly .3

Here th e  r e l a t i v e  p ro n o u n  q u i . w h ich  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  s u b ­

j e c t ,  r e f e r s  t o  M e le a g a n t ,  and th e  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  p ro n o u n  

vo s  r e f e r s  t o  Queen G u in e v e r e , who had  b e e n  h i s  p r i s o n e r .



The e n d in g  o f  th e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  a n t e c e d e n t  

o f  v o s , t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  a s  f e m in i n e ,  and  th e  m a s c u l in e  

s i n g u l a r  n o m in a t iv e  e n d in g  - z shows t h a t  i r i e z  ' a n g r y '  mod­

i f i e s  t h e  s u b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  th e  s u b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

o b j e c t .  I f  i r i e z  were c a s e - i n v a r i a n t , t h e  c l a u s e  m ig h t  be 

t r a n s l a t e d  a s  "who h as  made you v e r y  a n g r y , ” e x c e p t  t h a t  th e  

fe m in in e  g e n d e r  o f  th e  o b j e c t  w ould r e q u i r e  iijge v s .  m ascu­

l i n e  i r i e .

A n o th e r  exam ple i n  w h ich  th e  s e m a n t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

p r o v id e d  by a  c a s e  form  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by  a  g e n d e r  form  is «  

q u e ,  q u a n t  e l e  o t  a s e z  gabe
l e  c h e v a l i e r  e t  r a n p o n e  ( 1 .5 8 7 - 8 )

[ t h a t ,  when sh e  had  mocked and i n s u l t e d  th e  k n i g h t  
en o u g h !

These  l i n e s  have a l r e a d y  b e e n  c i t e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  

th e  p o i n t  t h a t  e l e  c o u ld  on o c c a s io n  be a  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  a s  

w e l l  a s  a  s u b j e c t  p ro n o u n .  The f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s u b j e c t  h e r e  

i s  i n d i c a t e d  b o th  by  th e  o b l iq u e  form  o f  l e  c h e v a l i e r  and  by 

th e  m a s c u l in e  fo rm  o f  t h e  two p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s ,  w h ich  a g re e  

w i th  t h e  m a s c u l in e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  T h a t  t h e  s u p p o r t  p r o v id e d  

by  g e n d e r  a g re e m e n t  i s ,  a t  b e s t ,  f l i m s y ,  i s  how ever w e l l  i l ­

l u s t r a t e d  by 1 .4 0 6 0 -1  (Example 3 2 ) ,  " e t  a  demene ju sq u e  c i  l i  

f r a n s  r o i s  la  so e  m e rc i"  ( ' t h e  n o b le  k in g  h a s  up  t o  now t r e a t ­

ed  h e r  g r a c e ' ) ,  w here a  m a s c u l in e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  u s e d  w i t h  a  

f e m in in e  o b j e c t .

T he re  a r e  a  few o t h e r  p a s s a g e s  i n  w h ic h ,  i f  n o t  f o r  th e  

c a s e  s y s te m ,  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w ould  d epend  e n t i r e l y  on th e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  q u i  and  que fo rm s o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e



p ro n o u n  ( t h i s  i s  i n  i t s e l f  a  c a s e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  b u t ,  s i n c e  i t  

s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  modern l a n g u a g e ,  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  

a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  now o b s o l e t e  OF s y s t e m ) .  I n  many OF t e x t s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  E a s t ,  t h e  fo rm  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p r o ­

noun w ould  have b e e n  u n r e l i a b l e  a s  a  g u i d e ,  b e c a u s e  qua was 

o f t e n  u s e d  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  fo rm  ( F o u l e t  p . 1 7 6 ) ,  b u t  C r e s t i e n  

g e n e r a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  q u i  n o m i n a t i v e  f rom que and c u i  

o b l i q u e  ( i n  I . I 6 9 7 , h o w e v ev e r ,  q u i  i s  u s e d  f o r  que a s  Sub­

j e c t  o f  an  i n f i n i t i v e ,  and i n  1 ,5 1 8 7  cu e  a p p e a r s  t o  have been 

u s e d  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  two l i n e s ,  t h e  i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n  o f  q u i  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by  a  d i s t i n c ­

t i v e  o b l i q u e  c a s e  form r rh ich  a c c o m p a n ie s  i t *

q u i  mon s e i g n o r  G au v a in  c o n u t  (1 , 2 7 8 )

[who knew my l o r d  GawainJ

q u i  L a n c e l o t  mis  i  a v o i t  ( 1 .6 4 2 9 )

£who had p u t  L a n c e l o t  there]

I n  1 , 2 7 8 ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p ro n o u n  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  a s  y e t  u n ­

named k n i g h t  who l a t e r  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be L a n c e l o t ,  and  t h e  sub-

j e c t - o b j e c t  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  w hich  i s  s o  f o r c e f u l l y  made by th e  

t r i p l y  c a s e - m a r k e d  NP mon s e i g n o r  G a u v a i n . hap p en s  t o  be u n ­

i m p o r t a n t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o v e r - a l l  c o n t e x t ,  s i n c e  Gawain 

a l s o  knew L a n c e l o t ,  I n  1 , 6 4 2 9 ,  q u i  r e f e r s  t o  M e le a g a n t ,  

who had i m p r i s o n e d  L a n c e l o t  i n  a  t o w e r .

W ith  t h e  above l i n e s  may be c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  

i n  w h ic h  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  c l a u s e  i s  a



c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  NP, an d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c l a u s e  e n ­

t i r e l y  on  t h e  n o m i n a t i v e  form q u i i

. . . e t  deva 'n t  v e t t o i t
uns  g r a n z  c h e v a l i e r s  q u i  m e n o i t
une b e l e  dame a  s e n e s t r e .  ( 1 .5 5 7 - 9 )

[and  i n  f r o n t  [of t h e  p r o c e s s i o n )  came a  t a l l  
k n i g h t ,  who was l e a d i n g  a  b e a u t i f u l  l a d y  on h i s  
l e f t . ]

T h e re  a r e  numerous p a s s a g e s ,  a s i d e  f rom t h o s e  c i t e d  

a b o v e ,  i n  w hich  c a s e  fo rm s ,  w h i l e  n o t  u n i q u e l y  i n d i c a t i n g  

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  immedia te  c o n t e x t ^ . c e r t a i n l y  

p l a y  an  i m p o r t a n t  s u p p o r t i n g  r o l e  and  m ust  have g r e a t l y  f a ­

c i l i t a t e d  c o m p re h e n s io n  f o r  C r e s t i e n * s  l i s t e n e r s .  To c i t e  

a  random e x a m p l e «

Li c h e v a l i e r s  a  p i e ,  s a n z  l a n c e ,  
a p r ^ s  l a  c h a r r e t e  s ' a v a n c e
e t  v o i t  un  n a i n  s o r  l e s  l i m o n s ,  ( 1 .3 ^ 5 - 7 )

[The k n i g h t ,  on f o o t  and w i t h o u t  a  l a n c e ,  r u n s  
a f t e r  t h e  c h a r i o t  and  s e e a  a  d w a r f  on t h e  s h a f t s ]

I f  1 . 3 ^ 6  d i d  n o t  i n t e r v e n e ,  s o  t h a t  we were d e a l i n g  e s ­

s e n t i a l l y  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  i n d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e  " l i  c h e v a l i e r s . . .  

v o i t  un  n a i n , "  we would have a  good example  o f  f u n c t i o n a l ­

i t y  i n  w h ich  t h e  c a s e  fo rm s  o f  b o t h  s u b j e c t  and  o b j e c t  t e l l  

u s  t h a t  t h e  k n i g h t  s e e s  t h e  d w a r f  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  way 

a r o u n d .  As i t  s t a n d s  ho w ev er ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  i n t r a n ­

s i t i v e  ( a c t u a l l y  r e f l e x i v e )  v e r b  and  i t s  m o d i f y i n g  a d v e r b i a l  

p h r a s e ,  t h e  word o r d e r  a l o n e  would  make i t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

i n t e r p r e t  un n a i n  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  b o t h  v e r b s ,  b u t  t h e  nom­

i n a t i v e  form o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  NP c e r t a i n l y  m us t  have  a l e r t e d  

t h e  h e a r e r  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  a s  t h e  a g e n t ,  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n



a i d e d  by  t h e  o b l i q u e  form o f  t h e  NP w h ich  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l ­

lows t h e  s e c o n d  v e r b .  For  s i m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l ­

y s i s  o f  N P ' s ,  l i  c h e v a l i e r s  h a s  b e en  t a k e n  a s  t h e  o v e r t  s u b ­

j e c t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v e r b  o n ly  and  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  have been  d e ­

l e t e d  from t h e  s e c o n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  c l a u s e  ( c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  

t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b ) ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  m e th o d o lo g y  w h ich  

h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d .

E t  l a  dame t a n t o s t  l i  b a i l i e  
l e s  armes  s o n  s e i g n o r . . . .

{And t h e  l a d y  q u i c k l y  g i v e s  him h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  
a r m s . . . .  1

Here t h e  o b l i q u e  NP son  s e i g n o r  i s  u s e d  w i t h o u t  a  p r e ­

p o s i t i o n  a s  a  g e n i t i v e .  I f  n o t  f o r  t h e  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t  p r o ­

noun l i ,  t h e  c a s e  form would be n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i n e  a s  " h e r  husb an d  g i v e s  t h e  l a d y  t h e  a m  " 

W ith  t h e  p r o n o u n ,  and when t h e  l i n e s  a r e  t a k e n  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t ,  

t h e r e  would s t i l l  be a  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  l a  dame a s  

an  e m p h a t i c  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  w i t h  w h ich  l i ,  i s  i n  a p p o s i t i o n ,  

i f  n o t  f o r  t h e  o b l i q u e  form o f  s o n  s e i g n o r » how ever ,  s u c h  a  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  would have b e e n  u n u s u a l  i n  OF.

Many o t h e r  e x am p les  i n  w h ich  c a s e  fo rm s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

f a c i l i t a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  c o u l d  be c i t e d ,  b u t ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  e x a c t  e x t e n t  o f  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  i n  

s u c h  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  t a b u l a t i o n  and  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s c u s s i o n  have 

b e e n  l i m i t e d  t o  p a s s a g e s  w hich  p r o v i d e  c l e a r  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  

t e s t s .



TRIVIAL AND PURELY SYNTACTIC EXAMPLES

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  t h e r e  a r e  many exam p les  i n  

w h ich  t h e  c a s e  fo rm s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d / o r  o b j e c t  ( d i r e c t  o r  

i n d i r e c t )  u n i q u e l y  d e t e r m in e  t h e  s y n t a c t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b u t  

w hich  a r e  s e m a n t i c a l l y  t r i v i a l  b e c a u s e  a  r e c i p r o c a l  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p  i s  i n d i c a t e d .  Most o f  t h e s e  ex am p les  i n v o l v e  t h e  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n  l i  u n s . . , l i  a u t r e  ( ' e a c h , , , t h e  o t h e r '  o r  ' t h e y . , ,  

one a n o t h e r ' ) ,  b u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a l s o  o c c u r s i  

q u ' a m i e  a m i , n ' amis  amie
d o i e n t  p a r j u r e r  a  n u l  f u e r  ( 1 ,1 4 0 2 - 3 )

[ t h a t  a  s w e e t h e a r t  s h o u l d  b r e a k  h e r  word t o  h e r  
l o v e r ,  o r  a  l o v e r  t o  h i s  s w e e t h e a r t ,  a t  any  p r i c e ]

Here we see  t h e  c o n t r a s t  b e tw ee n  t h e  d e c l i n a b l e  mascu­

l i n e  noun and t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  f e m in in e  i n  

- e .  I f  t h e  above l i n e s  c o n t a i n e d  o n l y  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  "amie 

am i, " o r  o n l y  t tm is  a m i e , "  we would  have a n o t h e r  f u n c t i o n a l ­

i t y  t e s t  c a s e ,  b u t ,  s i n c e  b o t h  p o s s i b l e  s u b j e c t - o b j e c t  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  s e m a n t i c a l l y  

t r i v i a l .  Note a l s o  t h e  p l u r a l  v e r b ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  

n '  ( f o r  n i  = n o r ) •

The e x p r e s s i o n s  "p rodom . . . .  p rodom e" (1.32125 and  h o rn . . .  

a u t r e  ( 1 . 3 3 8 0 - 1 ) ,  b o t h  w i t h  d e c l i n a b l e  s u b j e c t s  and o b j e c t s ,  

a r e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  l i  u n s . 1*a u t r e . e x c e p t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i t h  

t h e  more r e s t r i c t e d  l e x i c a l  m e an in g s  " a  h e r o . . . . a  h e r o "  and  

" a  m a n . . . . a n o t h e r , " r e s p e c t i v e l y .

There  a r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  p a s s a g e s  i n  w hich  t h e  o n l y  i n d i ­

cation o f  w h e t h e r  a  v e r b  i s  t r a n s i t i v e  is p r o v i d e d  by  a  d e ­

c l i n a b l e  NP, b u t  i n  w h ich  t h i s  makes a l m o s t  no d i f f e r e n c e



t o  t h e  o v e r - a l l  m e a n in g .  F o r  e x am p le ,  i n  

. . L o r s  r e c o m a n c e n t
l o r  . jeu s . s i  q u e r o l e n t  e t  d a n c e n t .  ( 1 . 1827 - 8 )

[Then t h e y  b e g i n  t h e i r  games a g a i n ,  and t h e y  p l a y  
ro u n d s  and  dance ,'Ĵ

t h e  o b l i q u e  form .jeus shows t h a t  t h i s  word i s  t h e  d i r e c t  ob­

j e c t  and  t h a t  an  a n im a te  p l u r a l  s u b j e c t ,  p r e s u m a b ly  t h e  t h i r d  

p e r s o n  p ro n o u n  i l ,  h a s  b e e n  d e l e t e d .  O t h e r w i s e ,  j e u s  m ig h t  

be t a k e n  as  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  so  t h a t  th e  l i n e  would mean " t h e n  

t h e i r  games beg an  a g a i n , "  b u t  s i n c e  games c a n n o t  have a  t r u e  

a g e n t  r o l e ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s c a r c e l y  more t h a n  s t y l i s t i c .

In  t h i s  exam ple ,  a d d i t i o n a l  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e  t r a n s i t i v i t y  o f  

l i n e  1828 ,  " . . . e t  q u e r o l e n t  e t  d a n c e n t ;"  s i n c e  t h e s e  v e r b s  

a r e  i n t r a n s i t i v e  and  r e q u i r e  a  d e l e t e d  p r o n o m in a l  s u b j e c t ,  

t h e y  t e n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  same s u b j e c t  f o r  

r e c o m a n c e n t .

A n o th e r  example  o f  t h i s  t y p e  i s

S o v e n t  s i  a s p r e m a n t  s e  r e e n t
l e s  h i a u m e s . . . .  ( 1 . 3612 - 3 )

[O f t e n  t h e y  s c r a p e  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  h e l m e t s  so s h a rp *
i y . . . 3

The o b l i q u e  l e s  h iaum es  ( v s .  n o m i n a t i v e  l i  h i a u m e ) h e re

i n d i c a t e s  a d e l e t e d  p r o n o m in a l  s u b j e c t  ( r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e  com-

b a t a n t s # L a n c e l o t  and M e le a g a n t )  and a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b .  I f

n o t  f o r  t h e  c a s e  fo rm  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  i t  would  be

n a t u r a l  t o  i n t e r p r e t  l e s  h iau m es  as  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  so  t h a t

th e  m ean ing  would be t h a t  t h e  helmets  s c r a p e  s h a r p l y  a g a i n s t

e a c h  o t h e r ,  p r e s u m a b ly  a s  an  u n i n t e n t i o n a l  s i d e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  

o f  t h e  movement o f  t h e  c o m b a t a n t s .  The l a r g e r  c o n t e x t



i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s c r a p i n g  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  sword  blows 

and was s e v e r e  enough  t o  c a u s e  b l e e d i n g  even  th o u g h  t h e  h e l ­

mets  were n o t  p i e r c e d .  The t r a n s i t i v i t y  o f  t h e  v e r b ,  a s  i n ­

d i c a t e d  by t h e  c a s e ,  does  t h e r e f o r e  r e s u l t  i n  some d i f f e r ­

ence i n  m ean in g ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a  v e r y  d r a m a t i c  o n e .

As a  somewhat s i m i l a r  example i n v o l v i n g  a  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  

c l e a r l y  marked a s  o b l i q u e ,  i n  w h ic h ,  how ever ,  t r a n s i t i v i t y  

i s  n o t  th e  q u e s t i o n ,  we may c i t e  1 . 1 1 3 ^  ( t h e  p r e c e d i n g  l i n e  

i s  a l s o  c i t e d ,  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  r e f e r e n c e ) i  

an t e r r e  l e s  e s p e e s  f i e r e n t
s i  q u ' a n b e d e u s  l e s  p e § o i e r e n t .  ( 1 .1 1 3 3 -* 0

fljtheyj s t r i k e  t h e i r  sw ords  a g a i n s t  t h e  g ro u n d  
so  t h a t  t h e y  b r e a k  b o t h  o f  them t o  p i e c e s j

The r e f e r e n t  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  i s  t h e  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  l e s  

e s p e e s . b u t  i t s  m o d i f i e r  a n b ed eu s  ' b o t h '  i s  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  

o b l i q u e .  The n o m in a t iv e  a n b e d u i  would mean t h a t  b o t h  ( t h e  

k n i g h t s )  b r e a k  them ( th e  s w o rd s )  t o  p i e c e s ,  and t h i s  m ig h t  

w e l l  be t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a d o p te d  i f  an b ed eu s  were c a s e - i n ­

v a r i a n t .  However,  t h e  s e m a n t i c  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  one o f  empha­

s i s  r a t h e r  t h a n  u n d e r l y i n g  m ean in g .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  numerous  exam ples  i n  w h ich  t h e  c ase  

s y s te m  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  r e d u n d a n t  i n  t h a t  s y n t a c t i c  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  a r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  l e x i c a l  m ean ings  o f  t h e  w o rd s ,  b u t  

s t i l l  m ig h t  be c o n s i d e r e d  f u n c t i o n a l  on a  p u r e l y  s y n t a c t i c  

p l a n e ,  i . e . ,  i f  OF were n o t  o n ly  a  d ead  l a n g u a g e  b u t  a  " l o s t "  

one i n  t h e  s e n se  t h a t  E t r u s c a n  i s  l o s t ,  and s c h o l a r s  had 

been  a b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  i t s  m orpho logy  b u t  n o t  i t s  l e x i c o n ,  

th e  c a s e  fo rms would  s e r v e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s y n t a c t i c  r e l a t i o n ­



s h i p s #  The c a s e - m a r k e d  N P 's  o f  a l l  c l a u s e s  h a v in g  a n  o v e r t  

s u b j e c t  and  an  o v e r t  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  ( o r  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t  u s e d  

w i t h o u t  a  p r e p o s i t i o n )  which  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  N P ' s ,  f a l l  i n ­

t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i f  t h e  N P 's  and  v e r b  a r e  t h i r d  p e r s o n ,  t h e  

s u b j e c t  and  o b j e c t  a r e  e i t h e r  b o t h  s i n g u l a r  o r  b o t h  p l u r a l ,  

and  no s u p p o r t  i s  r e n d e r e d  by  g e n d e r  agre’ement  o f ~ a  p a r t i c i ­

p l e  o r  a d j e c t i v e ,  u n l e s s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  c l a u s e  p r o v i d e s  a  

p r o o f  o f  t r u e  s e m a n t i c  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e  m ean in g s  o f  

t h e  N P 's  a r e  s u c h  t h a t  a m b i g u i t y  would r e s u l t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  

o f  a t  l e a s t  one c a s e  f o rm .  Examples  o f  t h i s  t y p e  r e q u i r e  no 

s p e c i a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  b u t  th e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  c i t e d  a t  random i

Li  ch e v a x  v o i t  e t  b e l  e t  c l e r
l e  g u ^ . .T  ( 1 . 7 3 8 - 9 )

f?he h o r s e  s e e s  t h e  f o r d ,  b e a u t i f u l  and  c l e a r . . . J  

I n  t h i s  e x am p le ,  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  b e l . i f  n o t  m arked ,  c o u l d  a p ­

p l y  t o  t h e  h o r s e , b u t  c l e r  c a n  o n ly  a p p l y  t o  t h e  w a t e r .

De s o n  c o l  o s t e  son  e s c u
l i  c h e v a l i e r s . . . .  ( 1 . 1 0 0 0 - 1 )

^The k n i g h t  t a k e s  o f f  h i s  s h i e l d  f rom a r o u n d  h i s
n e c k . • . D

S i  t e n o i t  c h a s c u n s  une hache  ( 1 ,1 0 9 1 )

|And e a c h  was h o l d i n g  an ax e j

La n o v e l e  de l ' a n h a t i n e
s o t  L a n c e l o z . . . .  ( 1 . 5 ^ 3 2 - 3 )

[^Lancelot knew th e  news o f  t h e  to u rn a m e n t]

The s e m a n t i c  s u p e r f l u i t y  o f  c a s e  fo rm s  i n  t h e  above  e x ­

am p le s  i s  p o i n t e d  up  by  c l a u s e s  su c h  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  i n  

w h ic h  no d i f f i c u l t y  a r i s e s  d e s p i t e  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  c a s e  forms



i n  b o t h  s u b j e c t  and  o b j e c t i

Q uan t  l a  d a m e i s e l e  p a r c o i t
l a  f o n t a i n n e . . . .  * (1 .1 3 5 7 -8 )

O'/hen the damsel c a tc h e s  s i g h t  o f  the f o u n t a i n . . .  *3

As w i l l  be p o i n t e d  o u t  l a t e r ,  however ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  few 

i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h ich  c l a u s e s  c o n t a i n i n g  o n ly  i n d e c l i n a b l e  NP’ s 

a r e  a c t u a l l y  am b ig u o u s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a m b i g u i t y  i s  r e s o l v e d  

i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t .

No a t t e m p t  h a s  b e e n  made t o  o b t a i n  an e x a c t  c o u n t  o f  

t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w hich  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m  f u n c t i o n s  on t h e  

s y n t a c t i c  l e v e l  o n l y ,  o r  i n  w h ich  t h e  s e m a n t i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  

i s  a  t r i v i a l  o n e ,  e x c e p t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  s u c h  a  c o u n t  i s  

a  b y - p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  c l o s e  f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  w h ich  has  b e e n  

c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  N P 's  o f  t h e  f i r s t  1003 l i n e s .



RESIDUAL AMBIGUITIES

A l th o u g h  many exam ples  have b e e n  c i t e d  i n  w h ich  t h e  d i s ­

t i n c t i v e  c a s e  form o f  an NP, o r  o f  e i t h e r  o f  two d e c l i n a b l e  

N P ' s ,  i s  s e m a n t i c a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l ,  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m  i s  some­

t i m e s  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  r e s o l v e  a m b i g u i t i e s ,  u s u a l l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  

o n l y  N P 's  i n v o l v e d  c o n t a i n  no d e c l i n a b l e  w o rd s ,  o r  b e c a u s e  o f  

c o n f u s i o n  b e tw e e n  a  n o m i n a t i v e  s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l i n e  and an ob­

l i q u e  p l u r a l  m a s c u l i n e  o f  i d e n t i c a l  fo rm .  The f o l l o w i n g  am­

b i g u o u s  p a s s a g e s  have b e e n  fo u n d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e x t .

La t e s t e  v i a l t  que i l  l i  d o i n t
l a  p u c e l e  q u i  l i  demande ( 1 .2 8 ^ 8 - 9 )

(The m a id e n ,  who i s  making  a  r e q u e s t  o f  him, w an ts
him t o  g i v e  h e r  t h e  h e ad  j

The r e f e r e n c e  h e re  i s  t o  t h e  head  o f  t h e  a r r o g a n t  k n i g h t  

whom L a n c e l o t  h a s  j u s t  d e f e a t e d  i n  combatj  t h e  g i r l  w an ts  t h e  

v i c t o r  t o  c u t  o f f  t h e  m a n 's  h e ad  and g i v e  i t  t o  h e r  a s  a  t r o ­

p h y .  However,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  head  a s  t h e  s u b ­

j e c t ,  r e f e r r i n g  f i g u r a t i v e l y  t o  L a n c e l o t ' s  h e a d ,  which  t e l l s  

him t o  do s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  what  h i s  h e a r t  t e l l s  h im. Ac­

c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t h e  c l a u s e  i n t r o d u c e d  by que 

would s t i l l  be t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  v i a l t ,  b u t  l a  p u c e l e  

would be t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  d o i n t  w i t h i n  t h i s  c l a u s e j  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  i n t r o d u c e d  by  q u i  c o u l d  t h e n  r e f e r  t o  l a  

p u c e l e . a s  i n  f a c t  i t  does i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  o r  

p o s s i b l y  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  whom L a n c e l o t  was t o  giv«F t h e  g i r l  

( a l t h o u g h  c u i  would be more l i k e l y  t h a n  q u i  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  con­

s t r u c t i o n ) .  The i n v o l v e d  word o r d e r  and  a b s e n c e  o f  noun c a s e



fo rm s  makes t h e  p a s s a g e  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t ;  i f  l e  c h i e f , a  
c l e a r l y  o b l i q u e  fo rm ,  had b e e n  u s e d  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  s y n o n y -

mous l a  t e s t e , i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  would  have been  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i ­

t a t e d .

l a  r e i n e  une f e n e s t r e  l i  m o s t r e  ( 1 .4 5 0 6 )

^And t h e  q u e e n  shows him a window!

T h is  l i n e  o c c a s i o n s  no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c o n t e x t ,  b u t  o u t  o f  

c o n t e x t  i t  c o u ld  mean "a  window shows him t h e  q u e e n , "  i . e . ,  

he s e e s  t h e  q u e e n  t h r o u g h  a  window. The a m b i g u i t y  a r i s e s ,  o f
* t

c o u r s e ,  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  s u b j e c t  l a  r e i n e  n o r  

t h e  o b j e c t  une  f e n e s t r e  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e .

A n o th e r  e x a m p le ,  a l s o  i n v o l v i n g  a  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  s u b j e c t  

and o b j e c t ,  i s

E t  l a  r e i n e  a  c o n s o i l  t r e t
une p u c e l e  c o i n t e  e t  s ag e  ( 1 . 5 6 3 6 - 7 )

{And th e  q u e e n  draws a  c l e v e r  and s e n s i b l e  m aiden  
aside"]

Out o f  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  s u b j e c t - o b j e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c o u l d  

n o t  be d e f i n i t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  i t  

i s  t h e  queen  r a t h e r  t h a n  h e r  handm aiden  who t a k e s  t h e  i n i t i a ­

t i v e  would be l o g i c a l .  The a m b i g u i t y  i s  q u i c k l y  r e s o l v e d ,  

how ever ,  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s  (5 6 3 8 -4 5 )*  in  w h ich  t h e  q u e en  

a s k s  t h e  g i r l  t o  t a k e  a  message t o  L a n c e l o t .

Two f u r t h e r  ex am p les  o f  a m b i g u i t i e s ,  b o t h  o c c a s i o n e d  by 

somewhat u n u s u a l  g r a m m a t i c a l  u s a g e s ,  have  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c o n ­

s i d e r e d ,  nam ely

La p u c e l e  amener  l i  f e t  ( 1 . 1 2 9 4 ) ,



8 3 .

i n  w h ich  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  f e t  amener  h a s  been  d e l e t e d ,  

and

se  e l e  c o n d u i t  e u s t  uns  a u t r e s . . .  ( 1 .1 3 1 1 - 1 2 ) ,  

w hich  i n v o l v e s  t h e  u s e  o f  e l e  a s  an o b j e c t  p ro n o u n .  However ,  

1 .1 2 9 4  i s  am biguous  o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c a s e - i n v a r i a n c e  o f  

i t s  s u b j e c t ,  l a  p u c e l e . and 1 .1 3 1 1 -1 2  c o u l d  n o t  be ambiguous  

i f  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  s i n g u l a r  s u b j e c t ,  uns  a u t r e s . were n o t  i d e n ­

t i c a l  i n  form w i t h  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  o b l i q u e  p l u r a l .

A f u r t h e r  i n s t a n c e  o f  a m b i g u i t y  due t o  a  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  

NP i s  p r o v i d e d  by

l a  dame f e t  l e s  chev ax  p r e n d r e  ( 1 .2 5 2 4 )

[ t h e  l a d y  h a s  t h e  h o r s e s  t a k e n  [charge  of j j .

Here t h e  form l e s  c h e v a x . which  i s  u n a m b ig u o u s ly  o b l iq u e  

o l u r a l  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  o b l i q u e  form o f  t h e  d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e ,  i s  

t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  p r e n d r e  > t h e  o b j e c t  o f  f e t  and 

s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  w h ich  would p r e su m a b ly  be an  NP 

d e n o t i n g  th e  l a d y ’ s  s e r v a n t s ,  has  been  d e l e t e d ,  and  l a  dame 

i s  t h e  s u b j e c t .  An a l t e r n a t e ,  a l t h o u g h  s e m a n t i c a l l y  l e s s  

r e a s o n a b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  would  be t o  assume t h a t  t h e  s u b ­

j e c t  has  b e e n  d e l e t e d ,  and t h a t  l a  dame i s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  f e t  

and s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  ( t h i s  NP would a c t u a l l y  be an 

i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  a s  shown by  t h e  u se  e l s e w h e r e  o f  t h e  p r e p o ­

s i t i o n  a when an  o v e r t  NP has  t h i s  f u n c t i o n ,  e . g . ,  " e t  s i  

f i s t  a  d e u r  e s c u i e r s  mener  an  d e s t r e  deus  d e s t r i e r s "  = "and  

he a l s o  had  two s q u i r e s  l e a d  two c h a r g e r s  on h i s  r i g h t , "  

1 . 2 5 5 - 6 ) .



F i n a l l y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  m a r g i n a l  example o f  am bigu ­

i t y  c a u s e d  by i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  n o m i n a t i v e  s i n g u l a r  and o b l i q u e  

p l u r a l  i n  t h e  m a s c u l i n e i

C h e v a l i e r s  b o en s  e t  e s l e u z
o t  m o l t  e l  c h a s t e l  am assez  ( 1 .5 5 1 2 - 1 3 )

[There were many good and  s e l e c t  k n i g h t s  a s s e m b le d  
i n  t h e  c a s t l e ]

The v e r b  o t  i s  i m p e r s o n a l  and  h a s  t h e  NP c o m p r i s i n g  

1 .5 5 1 2  a s  i t s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  The o n l y  form w h ich  p r e c l u d e s  

a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  however ,  i s  t h e  o b l i q u e  

p l u r a l  form o f  a m a s s e z . a  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  h e r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  

a s  an  a d j e c t i v e .  I f  n o t  f o r  t h i s ,  c h e v a l i e r s  b o e n s  e t  

e s l e u z  c o u ld  be t a k e n  a s  t h e  n o m i n a t i v e  s i n g u l a r  s u b j e c t ,  

w i t h  t h e  n e u t e r  form m o l t  a s  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  o b j e c t ,  so  t h a t  

t h e  m ean ing  w ould  be " a  good and  s e l e c t  k n i g h t  had  am assed  

much w e a l t h  i n  t h e  c a s t l e . "  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  m ig h t  w e l l  hav e  

b e e n  c o n f u s i n g  t o  a  l i s t e n e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  word am assez  o c c u r s  

o n l y  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s eco n d  l i n e .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  however ,  

t h a t  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e  would be somewhat u n ­

u s u a l  u n d e r  t h e  s e c o n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .



CASE SYSTEM ERRORS

D e v i a t i o n s  f r o m ' t h e  e x p e c t e d  ca se  f o rm s ,  a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  

t h e  b r i e f  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  s y s t e m ,  may be c l a s s e d  a s  f o l l o w s i  

p r o o e r  names,  p r i n c i p a l l y  Kex/Keu , L a n c e l o z / L a n c e l o t , and Ar- 

t u s / A r t u ; t h e  word Amors, which  i s  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  when u s e d  

t o  d e n o te  a  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b s t r a c t  nounj  t h e  word 

r i e n s / r i e n ; d e v i a t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  rhymej 

and m isce l lan eo u s  e r r o r s .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  d e v i a n t  u se  o f  name fo rm s  a lw ays  

i n v o l v e s  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  Kex o r  Queus f o r  

t h e  e x p e c t e d  o b l i q u e  Keu and o f  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  A r t u s  f o r  ob­

l i q u e  A r t u . b u t  i t  i s  a lw ay s  t h e  o b l i q u e  L a n c e l o t  w h ich  i s  

s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  L a n c e l o z . I n  f i v e  o f  t h e  

e i g h t  anom alous  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  Kex and one o f  Q ueus , t h e  

name i s  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  a  g e n i t i v e  ( w i t h o u t  p r e p o s i t i o n ) ,  

w h i l e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  i t  i s  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  I n  t h r e e  

o f  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  fo rm  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  NP Kex l e  

s e n e s c h a l , t h e  l a s t  two words o f  w hich  a r e  c l e a r l y  o b l i q u e .

I n  none o f  t h e  s i x  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h ich  s u c h  s u p p o r t  i s  l a c k ­

i n g  i s  t h e r e  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  a m b i g u i t y .

As f o r  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  use  o f  A r t u s . t h i s  form o c c u r s  

t h r e e  t i m e s  a s  a  g e n i t i v e ,  once a s  a  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  an d  once 

a s  a  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  o b j e c t .  Only o n c e ,  i n  one o f  t h e  g e n i ­

t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  d o e s  i t  f a i l  t o  r e c e i v e  s u p p o r t  f rom  

p r o o e r l y  m arked  o b l i q u e  w o rd s ,  i . e . ,  i t  fo rm s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

NP l e  r o i  A r t u s . au r o i  A r t u s . o r  A r tu s  mon s e i g n o r .



86.

The form L a n c e l o t  ( t h i s  name i s  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  h a l f ­

way t h r o u g h  t h e  poem) i s  u s e d  s e v e n  t i m e s  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  

n o m i n a t i v e  L a n c e l o z . b u t  i n  s i x  o f  t h e  s e v e n  i n s t a n c e s  i t  

f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  v o c a t i v e ,  f o r  which  t h e r e  can be no p o s s i b i l ­

i t y  o f  c o n f u s i o n .  There  i s  a l s o  no a m b i g u i t y  i n  t h e  one i n ­

s t a n c e  i n  w h ich  t h e  o b l i q u e  form i s  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t .

C r e s t i e n  i s  a lw ays  v e r y  c a r e f u l  t o  use  t h e  p r o p e r  fo rm s  

G a u v a i n s / G a u v a i n , i n  f a c t  u s u a l l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  c h a r a c ­

t e r  a s  mes s i r e  G auva ins /m on  s e i g n o r  G a u v a in . G o d e f r o i ,  

h o w ev er ,  t w i c e  u s e s  t h e  o b l i q u e  G auva in  as  a  v o c a t i v e .

The n o m i n a t i v e  form Amors . w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r  and 

p r e s u m a b l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  god o r  g o d d e s s  o f  3:>ve, a p p e a r s  

s i x  t i m e s  a s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a  p r e p o s i t i o n  and once i n  g e n i ­

t i v e  f u n c t i o n .  As a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  Amors a s  a  p r o p e r  noun 

i s  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t , s i n c e  t h e  o b l i q u e  Amor n e v e r  a p p e a r s .  

C r e s t i e n  s c r u p u l o u s l y  o b s e r v e s  t h e  r e g u l a r  u se  o f  t h e  case  

s y s t e m  when a m o rs /am o r  i s  a common noun ,  b u t  G o d e f r o i  u s e s  

amors a s  a  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  o b j e c t  i n  one i n s t a n c e .

T he re  a r e  f i v e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h ich  t h e  o b l i q u e  fo rm  o f  

t h e  f e m i n i n e  noun r i e n  has  b ee n  u s e d  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  nomi­

n a t i v e  r i e n s . ( T h i s  word was a  t r u e  noun i n  OF, o f t e n  p r e ­

s e r v i n g  i t s  o r i g i n a l  m ean ing  o f  ' t h i n g '  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  

u s e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p e r s o n s . )  I n  one o f  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  

1 .2 8 1 4  "que c ' e s t  l a  p l u s  d e s l e a x  r i e n " ( ' b e c a u s e  he i s  t h e  

m os t  d i s l o y a l  c r e a t u r e ' ) ,  t h e  word i s  a  p r e d i c a t e  noun o c ­

c u r r i n g  a t  t h e  end  o f  a  l i n e ,  and s i n c e  th e  m o d i f y i n g  a d j e c ­
t i v e  i s  n o m i n a t i v e  i n  form and t h e  p r e c e d i n g  l i n e  e n d s  i n



" b i e n , "  we p r o b a b l y  have h e r e  an i n s t a n c e  i n  w h ich  c a s e  form 

h a s  b e e n  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  rhyme.  However ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  t h e  

s l i g h t e s t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e m a n t i c  c o n f u s i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from 

t h e  i r r e g u l a r i t y .  I n  t h e  f o u r  r e m a i n i n g  exam ples  o f  o b l i q u e  

r i e n  f o r  n o m in a t iv e  r i e n s , t h e  word o c c u r s  w i t h o u t  m o d i f i e r s  

and w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c l e  ne and  has  t h e  f o r c e  o f  a  n e g a t i v e  i n ­

d e f i n i t e  p ro n o u n ,  '■ist a s  i n  modern F r e n c h .  T he re  i s  t h u s  

r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  f o r  C r e s t i e n  l e a s t ,  t h e  word was f e l t  

t o  be a  n e u t e r  when so  u s e d ,  a l t h o u g h  ev en  i n  s u c h  c o n t e x t s  

C r e s t i e n  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  form more o f t e n  t h a n  n o t .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  r i e n  f o r  r i e n s . t h e  nomi­

n a t i v e  r i e n s  i s  used  a s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  i n  1 .  ^ 3 5 6 - 7 ,  " q u ' a n  

ne p o r r o i t  d i r e . . . r i e n s "  ( ' o n e  c o u l d  n o t  s a y  a n y t h i n g . . . ' ) .  

T h i s  o b l i q u e  u se  o f  r i e n s  a p p a r e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  

OF t e x t s ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  n o te d  by F o u l e t  ( p . 2 7 2 ) ,  who r e m a rk s  

t h a t  i t  i s  h a r d e r  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a n  t h e  r e v e r s e  s u b s t i t u t i o n .  

F o u l e t  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  d e c l e n s i o n  o f  r i e n s / r i e n  

was s u b j e c t  t o  numerous i r r e g u l a r i t i e s ,  and  a l s o  m e n t io n s  

( o . 2 7 ^ - 5 )  t h a t  t h e  word b e g a n  t o  t a k e  on i t s  modern s e n s e  

f i r s t  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  where no a d j e c t i v e  was p r e s e n t  t o  p re ­

s e r v e  i t s  n o m in a l  f o r c e  and  hence i t s  d e c l e n s i o n .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d  i r r e g u l a r  u se  o f  

r i e n  t o  rhyme w i t h  " b i e n , "  t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o t h e r  i n ­

s t a n c e s ,  i n v o l v i n g  an  u n e x p e c t e d  form a t  t h e  end  o f  a  l i n e ,  

i n  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  fo rm  was u s e d

d e l i b e r a t e l y  f o r  t h e  s ake  o f  rhyme.  These  a r e  " en  mi u n s  

p r e g  i n  1 .  13^7 .  w h ich  i s  f o l l o w e d  by  a  l i n e  e n d i n g  i n



" d e l e z " ;  " q u i  a  f e t  t e l  e s f o r z " i n  1 .1 9 8 3 .  e s f o r z  ' e f f o r t '  

r hym ing  w i t h  " l i  t o r z "  i n  t h e  n e x t  l i n e ;  a n d ,  i n  G o d e f r o i ' s  

s e c t i o n ,  " f o r s s e n l "  'm a d '  i n  I . 6335 , rh y m in g  w i t h  "de mere 

n £ . "  Thus we have two exam ples  o f  a  n o m in a t iv e  b e i n g  u s e d  

f o r  an  o b l i q u e ,  and  one o f  t h e  r e v e r s e  u s a g e .  I t  m ust  be 

n o t e d ,  how ever ,  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  e x a m p le s ,  t h e  

e n t i r e  NP and n o t  j u s t  t h e  rhym ing  word i s  n o m in a t iv e  i n ­

s t e a d  o f  o b l i q u e  i n  fo rm .

Two f u r t h e r  p a s s a g e s  i n  w hich  rhyme was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  

m ain  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a r e  1 , 1^ 6 7 , " . . . m o l t  s ' a n  f e t  r i c h e " ( ' h e  

f e e l s  ( l i t e r a l l y ,  makes} h i m s e l f  v e r y  r i c h ' )  and 1 .4 5 ^ 7  Hs i  se  

f e t  l a s  e t  t r a v e i l l i ^ "  ( ' a n d  he makes h i m s e l f  t i r e d  and wea­

r y * ) ,  i n  w hich  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  rhyme r e s p e c t i v e l y  w i t h  " f i c h e "  

and  " v e i l l i e . "  I t  was u s u a l  f o r  an  a d j e c t i v e  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  

t h e  s u b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  a  r e f l e x i v e  o b j e c t  p ro n o u n  (Fou­

l e t  p . 8 ) ,  and  C r e s t i e n  h a s  i n  g e n e r a l  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  

b u t ,  s i n c e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  i s  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  l o g i c a l ,  

t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  c a n n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  i n v o l v e  any  r e a l  " e r ­

r o r s "  i n  c a s e  u s e .

A f u r t h e r  i n s t a n c e  i n  w h ich  u n e x p e c t e d  fo rm s  may be a s -  

c r i b a b l *  t o  rhyme i s  p r o v i d e d  by 1 . 4 7 1 ^ - 5 .  "ne p e r t  q u ' a n  

e u s t  o s t ^  nus  des  f e r s  ne t r e t  ne p l o i e  ( ' i t  does  n o t  a p ­

p e a r  t h a t  anyone had  removed  n o r  p u l l e d  n o r  b e n t  any  o f  t h e  

i r o n  b a r s ' ) ,  i n  w h ich  o s t e  rhymes w i t h  " c o s t £ "  an d  p l o i ^  

w i t h  " s o p l o i e . "  S i n c e  n u s  (= n u l s ) i s  o b l i q u e  p l u r a l ,  t h e  

p l u r a l  o b l i q u e  p a r t i c i p l e s  o s t e z  and p l o i e z  would  be e x ­

p e c t e d ;  a s  i t  s t a n d s ,  i-t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  C r e s -



■fcSes? i n t e n d e d  t h e  fo rm s  he u s e d  a s  o b l i q u e  s i n g u l a r s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  n o m i n a t i v e  p l u r a l s ,  and  he co u ld  have a v o i d e d  t h e  d i f ­

f i c u l t y  by u s i n g  t h e  s i n g u l a r  n u l .  S i n c e ,  how ever ,  p a s t  p a r ­

t i c i p l e s  i n  p e r f e c t  t e n s e s  o f  v e r b s  c o n j u g a t e d  w i t h  a v o i r  

have n o t  b e e n  c o u n te d  a s  N P ' s ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  more l o g i c a l  

t o  e x c lu d e  t h i s  p a s s a g e  from t h e  l i s t  o f  e r r o r s .

T w ice ,  i n  1 .5 0 8 2  and a g a i n  i n  1 . 5 0 8 6 ,  w ha t  a p p e a r s  t o  

be t h e  o b l i q u e  s i n g u l a r  form sa  g e n t  ' h i s  p e o p l e ,  f o l l o w e r s '  

i s  u s e d  a s  a  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  i n  b o t h  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  v e r b  i s  p l u ­

r a l ,  C r e s t i e n  a p p a r e n t l y  t r e a t e d  th e  noun a s  i f  i t  were m as­

c u l i n e  p l u r a l ,  w h ich  i s  s e m a n t i c a l l y  l o g i c a l ,  a l t h o u g h  he r e ­

t a i n e d  th e  f e m in i n e  s i n g u l a r  a r t i c l e .  I f  t h e  noun were i n  

f a c t  m a s c u l i n e ,  i t s  n o m in a t iv e  p l u r a l  would o f  c o u r s e  be i d e n ­

t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  o b l i q u e  s i n g u l a r .  T h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  s u p p o r t ­

ed by th e  f a c t  t h a t  G o d e f ro i  i n  1 , 6 2 3 8 - 9  u s e d  n a t u r a l  r a t h e r  

t h a n  g r a m m a t i c a l  g e n d e r  by m o d i fy in g  t h e  o b l i q u e  f e m in i n e  

g e n t  w i t h  t h e  o b l i q u e  m a s c u l i n e  v e n u .

Anomalous a r t i c l e  fo rm s  a r e  fo und  i n  1 . 1 9 5 k ,  " t a n t  con 

v a n t e n t  l e s  q u a t r e  v a n t "  ( ' a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  f o u r  w inds  b l o w ' ) ,  

where t h e  noun o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  NP has  t h e  p r o p e r  m a s c u l i n e  

n o m i n a t i v e  p l u r a l  form and l i  would be e x p e c t e d  i n  p l a c e  o f  

l e s . and a l s o  i n  G o d e f r o i ' s  "Le r o i s  d i t . . . "  f o r  " l i  r o i s , . "  

i n  1 . 622^ .

There  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  o f  an u n u s u a l  a r t i c l e  form i n  

1 . 8k 3 " s o r  l o  f a u t r e "  ( ' o n  t h e  s a d d le - b o w  p a d d i n g ' )  and one 

o f  an  i n c o r r e c t  p a r t i t i v e  c o n t r a c t i o n  i n  l . k 977-8  " . . . u n  

a u t r e  an  f e r a i  d e l  s e i r e m a n z "  ( I ' l l  t a k e  a n o t h e r  o a t h  [ l i t -



e r a l l y ,  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  o a t h s ]  on i t ' )  b u t  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  

e x am p le s  c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d  an  e r r o r  i n  c a s e  u s e ,  s i n c e  b o t h  

a b e r r a n t  fo rm s  a r e  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  o b l i q u e .  The f i r s t  p a s s a g e  

i n v o l v e s  m e r e l y  th e  o l d  o b l i q u e  form l o ,  u n u s u a l  f o r  C r e s t i e n  

b u t  f a i r l y  common i n  some o t h e r  OF d i a l e c t s  ( F o u l e t  p . ^8 )  a n d  

th e  s e c o n d  i n v o l v e s  u se  o f  t h e  s i n g u l a r  d e l  f o r  t h e  p l u r a l  

d e s .

I n  1 .  2,  " v i a l t  que romans a  f e i r e  a n p r a i g n e "  ( 'w a n t s  me 

t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  a  r o m a n c e ' ) ,  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i ­

b l e  t o  s t a t e  c l e a r l y  w h e th e r  t h e  i r r e g u l a r i t y  i s  one o f  c a se

o r  number u s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  s i n g u l a r  o f  t h i s  and a l l

o t h e r  d e c l i n a b l e  p a r i s y l l a b i c  nouns i s  t h e  same a s  t h e  o b l iq u e  

p l u r a l ;  ho w ev er ,  t h e  o b l i q u e  s i n g u l a r  roman would f i t  t h e  co n ­

t e x t  much b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  p l u r a l ,  so  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  a  c a se  

e r r o r .

The o b l i q u e  form c o n v e r t  i n  1 ,12 1 8 -9 *  "ne ne d i t  mot ne 

c ' u n s  c o n v e r t  c u i  l i  p a r l e r s  e s t  d e s f a n d u z "  ( ' n o r  d o e s  he s a y  

a word more t h a n  a  n o v i c e ,  t o  whom s p e e c h  i s  f o r b i d d e n ' )  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p l a i n .  The word o c c u r s  a t  th e  end o f  a  l i n e ,

b u t  s i n c e  i t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  rhyme w i t h  a n v e r s  a t  t h e  end o f

1 .1 2 1 7 ,  t h e  u s u a l  n o m in a t iv e  form c o n v e r s  would be p r e f e r a b l e  

a s  f a r  a s  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  rhyme a r e  c o n c e r n e d .  I t  i s  t o  be 

n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  noun o c c u r s  w i t h  an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  nom­

i n a t i v e  fo rm .

F i n a l l y ,  f o  t h e  l i s t  o f  c a s e  e r r o r s  m ust  be ad d ed  Gode­

f r o i ' s  g l a r i n g  "ce  fu  d e l  c h e v a l i e r  c o n q u i s  l e  c h i e f " ( ' t h i s  

was t h e  head  o f  t h e  c o n q u e re d  k n i g h t ' ) i n  1 . 6 5 7 6 - 7 ,  where t h e



p r e d i c a t e  n o m in a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o b v i o u s l y  demands l i  c h i ^ s . 

and C r e s t i e n ' s  " t a n t  m ' a i s t  Dex e t  n e a n t  p l u s "  ( ' s o  h e l p  me 

God and n o t h i n g  m o r e ' )  i n  1 . ^ 9 8 2 ,  which  i s  h a r d l y  g l a r i n g ,  

s i n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  C r e s t i e n  a l m o s t  a lw ays  u s e d  th e  n o m i n a t i v e  

form n e a n z ,  t h e  word (more comonly n i e n t ) was u s u a l l y  i n v a r i ­

a n t  i n  OF g e n e r a l l y .



DISCUSSION

The 55 c l e a r - c u t  p r i m a r y  e x am p les  and numerous  s u p p o r t ­

i n g  exam ples  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  beyond  any  p o s s i b l e  d o u b t ,  t h a t  

t h e  OF c a s e  s y s te m  was in d e e d  f u n c t i o n a l  on t h e  s e m a n t i c  a s  

w e l l  a s  on t h e  p u r e l y  s y n t a c t i c  l e v e l .  The f u n c t i o n a l i t y  co ­

e f f i c i e n t  o f  0 . 7 ^ - 1 . 2̂% ( t h e  e x a c t  f i g u r e  d e p e n d in g  on how 

t h e  te rm  f u n c t i o n a l  i s  d e f i n e d ,  a s  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d )  i s  

more t h a n  h i g h  enough  t o  p r o v i d e  a  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  

g i v e n  t h e  h i g h  d e g re e  o f  r e d u n d a n c y  i n  a l l  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s .

The s y n t a c t i c  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c r u c i a l  N P 's  i n  t h e  p a s ­

s a g e s  c i t e d  a s  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  t e s t  c a s e s  a r e  w o r th y  o f  f u r ­

t h e r  comment.  I t  has  a l r e a d y  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t ,  i n  a l l  b u t  

one o f  t h e  21 exam p les  i n  w h ich  t h e  form o f  e i t h e r  o f  two 

N P 's  i s  c r i t i c a l ,  t h e  two N P 's  a r e  i n  a s u b j e c t - o b j e c t  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  o n l y  one o f  t h e s e  

p a s s a g e s  (1 .2 0 7 6 -7 »  " . . . l i  v a v a s o r s  comanga son  h o s t e  a  e n -  

q u e r r e , . . " ) ,  i s  an  i n d i r e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a d i r e c t  o b j e c t  i n ­

v o l v e d ,  a  r e s u l t  w h ich  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  r e ­

l a t i v e  r a r i t y  o f  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t s  w i t h o u t  p r e p o s i t i o n s .  Thus, 

19 exam ples  i n v o l v e  t h e  STN-DON c o m b i n a t i o n  ( i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  

f u n c t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  1003 l i n e s ) ,  one i n v o l v e s  t h e  STN-IO c o m b i n a t i o n ,  and 

on e ,  1.23Q6 , i n v o l v e s  two p r e p o s i t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  ( O P ' s ) ,  

where t h e  form o f  t h e  noun e s t a b l i s h e s  e a c h  " a p r e s  + NP" a s  

a  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  p h r a s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  a d v e r b  f o l l o w e d  by th e

s u b j e c t  o f  an  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b .
Of t h e  numerous exam ples  i n v o l v i n g  o n l y  one c r u c i a l  NP,



t h e  NP i n  q u e s t i o n  i n  f i v e  o f  them i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a  

t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  whose d i r e c t  o b j e c t  i s  a  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  NP, 

and i n  f i v e  o t h e r s  i t  i s  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  s u c h  a  v e r b  

w i t h  a  c a s e - i n v a r i a n t  s u b j e c t .  The c r i t i c a l  N P 's  i n  t e n  

ex am p le s  a r e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t s  o f  v e r b s  w i t h  d e l e t e d  s u b ­

j e c t s  an d  c o u l d ,  i f  n o t  c a s e - m a r k e d ,  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  

s u b j e c t s  o f  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  a n d / o r ,  where a  r e l a t i v e  

c l a u s e  i s  p r e s e n t ,  o f  v e r b s  w i t h  c l a u s e s  a s  t h e i r  d i r e c t  

o b j e c t s .  I n  one f u r t h e r  example ( 1 . 4 9 5 5 - 6 ,  "Quex l e  s e n e ­

s c h a l  ne c o n u t  q u i  de t e l  chose l e  m e s c r u t " )  t h e  c r u c i a l  

NP i s  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  o f  th e  v e r b  whose s u b j e c t  i s  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c l a u s e  i n t r o d u c e d  by q u i  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  'w ho­

e v e r '  t h e r e ,  a s  has  b ee n  a l r e a d y  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e  o b l i q u e  

form p r e v e n t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  NP a s  s u b j e c t  and  t h e  

c l a u s e  a s  o b j e c t ,  so  t h a t  t h i s  example  i n  a  s e n s e  p a r a l ­

l e l s  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  STN-DON c o m b i n a t i o n .

I n  two o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  e x a m p le s ,  t h e  c a s e  form i s  

c r u c i a l  o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  homonymy i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  o f  the 

t e x t  o f  t h e  words  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  modern F r e n c h  "en"  and  

" o n , "  and  t h e s e  exam ples  would t h u s  n o t  be c o m p l e t e l y  v a l ­

i d  f o r  OF g e n e r a l l y .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  exam ples  i n c l u d e  one i n s t a n c e  o f  a  com­

pound s u b j e c t  and one o f  a  compound o b j e c t ,  p a r t  o f  w h ich ,  

i f  n o t  c a s e - m a r k e d ,  c o u l d  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  

o b j e c t  o r  s u b j e c t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  two s u b j e c t s  

o f  e l l i p t i c a l  c l a u s e s ,  w h ich  a r e  c o u n t e d  a s  s e p a r a t e  N P 's  

f rom t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c l a u s e s ,  b u t  t h e  f u n c ­



t i o n  o f  w hich  i s  a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  p a r t s  o f  a  com­

pound s u b j e c t .

I t  had  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  

t h e  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  t e s t  c a s e s  would  i n v o l v e  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  

w i t h  o v e r t  N P 's  f o r  b o t h  s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t ,  b u t  i n  f a c t  

s u c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  a c c o u n t  f o r  o n ly  Jl,  o r  a b o u t  56#.  o f  

t h e  e x a m p le s .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  p r e c e d e s  

t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  o n ly  5 o f  t h e  31 e x a m p le s ,  a  l o w e r  f r e q u e n c y  

t h a n  t h a t  f o r  t h e  t e x t  g e n e r a l l y .

The s e v e n  exam ples  o f  r e s i d u a l  a m b i g u i t i e s  w h ich  have 

b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  s y s te m  was n o t  

" a i r - t i g h t "  i n  i t s  f u n c t i o n i n g .  T h i s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  

s u r p r i s i n g ,  when i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  a l l  f e m in i n e  nouns  

and  a d j e c t i v e s  were i n d e c l i n a b l e  i n  t h e  p l u r a l ,  and  many 

o f  t h e s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  soma m a s c u l i n e s ,  were a l s o  i n d e c l i n ­

a b l e  i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r .  The t o t a l  number o f  s u c h  ambiguous 

p a s sa g e ®  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  r e m a r k a b l y  low.  The f r e q u e n c y  o f  

N P 's  w h ic h  were n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  c a s e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  n o u n s ,  a d j e c t i v e s ,  and  p r o ­

n o u n s ,  b u t  ev en  s q  i n d e c l i n a b l e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  2 7 . 5 #  o f  a l l  

N P ' s .  I n  v iew  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  s e v e n  ambiguous  p a s s a g e s ,  when 

compared  w i t h  t h e  55 f u n c t i o n a l i t y  t e s t  c a s e s ,  r e p r e s e n t  

a  f a r  s m a l l e r  number  t h a n  m ig h t  have b ee n  e x p e c t e d .  F a i l ­

u r e  o f  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  and  s y n t a c t i c  d e v i c e s  t o  r e s o l v e  a l l  

a m b i g u i t i e s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  w i d e s p r e a d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e s ,  and i s  c e r t a i n l y  more common i n  modern 

E n g l i s h  t h a n  i n  OF. F u r t h e r ,  a s  has  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p o i n t e d



o u t ,  a l l  a m b i g u i t i e s  i n  a  c o n t i n u o u s  t e x t  s u c h  as  t h e  one 

a n a l y z e d  h e r e  a r e  r e s o l v e d  by  t h e  o v e r - a l l  c o n t e x t ,  w i t h  

v e r y  few e x c e p t i o n s .

The t e x t  s e l e c t e d  l e n d s  i t s e l f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  t o  

t h e  p u ro o se  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  a l r e a d y  p r e ­

s e n t e d !  how ever ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  c h a t  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  c o e f f i ­

c i e n t s  i n  t h e  same r a n g e  would  be o b t a i n e d  f o r  any OF t e x t  

w r i t t e n  i n  a  d i a l e c t  i n  w hich  th e  c a s e  s y s t e m  i s  w e l l  p r e ­

s e r v e d ,  Any a t t e m p t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  s u c h  a  s t u d y  f o r  a  t e x t  

l i k e  t h e  R o l a n d , w h ich  shows e x t e n s i v e  d e v i a t i o n s  f rom  e x ­

p e c t e d  ca s e  f o r m s ,  would  p r e s u m a b ly  y i e l d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

l o w e r  d e g r e e  o f  f u n c t i o n a l i t y ,  s i n c e  many p a s s a g e s  i n  which  

" c o r r e c t "  c a s e  fo rm s  c o u l d  r e s o l v e  a m b i g u i t i e s  would r e m a in  

am biguous  f o r  w ant  o f  s u c h  " c o r r e c t "  f o r m s .  I t  m ust  be 

n o t e d  t h a t  none o f  t h e  c a s e  s y s t e m  " e r r o r s "  fo und  i n  t h e  

o r e s e n t  t e x t  o c c u r r e d  i n  a  p a s s a g e  where t h e  " c o r r e c t "  

fo rm s  were need ed  t o  r e s o l v e  a m b i g u i t i e s .  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  

o f  j u s t  how much lo w e r  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  would be i n  a  t e x t  

i n  w hich  th e  c a s e  s y s t e m  i s  n o t  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  would ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  r e q u i r e  an  e x a c t  s t u d y  o f  s u c h  a  t e x t  by  t h e  same 

t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  h e r e .  To t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r * s  know­

l e d g e ,  no su c h  s t u d y  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  an y  o t h ­

e r  OF t e x t  o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  f o r  a  t e x t  w r i t t e n  i n  any 

o t h e r  l a n g u a g e .

I t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

s u c h  a s t u d y  o f  c a s e  fo rm  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  f o r  a n y  l a n g u a g e  

w h ic h  employs  c a s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  f o r  L a t i n ,  a n c i e n t



G re ek ,  o r  S a n s k r i t ,  f o r  t h e  m e d ie v a l  o r  modern fo rm s  o f  

German, G ree k ,  S l a v i c  l a n g u a g e s ,  e t c . ,  o r ,  f o r  t h a t  mattei} 

f o r  many n o n - I n d o - E u r o p e a n  l a n g u a g e s .  Such a s t u d y  f o r  a 

m u l t i - c a s e  l a n g u a g e  c o u ld  i n v o l v e  m e r e l y  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t i e  

u se  o f  t h e  n o m in a t iv e  v s .  a l l  o b l i q u e  c a s e s ,  o r ,  b e t t e r ,  

o t h e r  c a se  d i s t i n c t i o n s  c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d ,  so  t h a t  i n ­

s t a n c e s  i n  which  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  an  a m b i g u i t y  m ig h t  d e ­

pend  on ,  f o r  e x am p le ,  th e  use  o f  an a c c u s a t i v e  v s .  an  i n ­

s t r u m e n t a l  c o u l d  be a c c o u n t e d  f o r .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  

o f  s u c h  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  a n a l y s e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s  would 

n o t  p e r m i t  m e a n i n g f u l  i n t e r c o m p a r i s o n s ,  s i n c e  e a c h  a n a l y ­

s i s  would r e q u i r e  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  h i g h l y  a r b i t r a r y  p r o ­

c e d u r e s  w h ich  a r e  p e c u l i a r l y  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  l a n g u a g e  o r  ev en  d i a l e c t  u n d e r  s t u d y .  The 

p r o c e d u r e s  a d o p te d  f o r  OF i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  have b e en  

s e t  f o r t h  i n  d e t a i l  and ,  a s  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d ,  t h e y  c o u ld  

n o t  be a p p l i e d  w i t h o u t  some m o d i f i c a t i o n  even  t o  a l l  OF 

d i a l e c t s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h o s e  which  do n o t  p r e s e r v e  t h e  

c a s e  s y s t e m  a s  w e l l  a s  does  t h a t  o f  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  Cham­

pagne .



CONCLUSIONS

1 .  The s e m a n t i c  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  OF c a s e  s y s te m  i s  

c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by 55 p a s s a g e s  i n  which  t h e  form o f  

a t  l e a s t  one c a s e -m a r k e d  NP i s  c r u c i a l  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

2 .  The f u n c t i o n a l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h i s  

t e x t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  c a r e f u l l y  d e f i n e d  c r i t e r i a  a r e  

0 .74-1 .4275.
3.  A na logous  s t u d i e s  c o u l d  i n  p r i n c i p l e  be made f o r  o t h e r  

c a s e - i n f l e c t e d  l a n g u a g e s ,  b u t ,  s i n c e  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  method­

o l o g y  would have t o  be d e v e lo p e d  f o r  e a c h ,  i n t e r - l a n g u a g e  

c o m p a r i s o n s  c o u l d  have no q u a n t i t a t i v e  v a l i d i t y .
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