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Abstract

STRYGA
by
Barbara Jazwinski
Advisor: Professor Mario Davidovsky
Stryga is a ballet, scored for symphony orchestra.
The instrumentation includes flute piccolo, 2 flutes,
2 oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets, bass clarinet, 2 bassoons,
contrabassoon, 6 horns, 3 trumpets, 2 trombones, tuba, per-
cussion (3 players), piano, 24 violins, 10 violas, 10 cellos,
6 contrabasses. The story is based on an ancient Slavic
legend and a mythical character Stryga. The work can be

performed as an orchestral suite.
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ORCHESTRA

3 Flutes (piccolo, alto flute)

2 Oboes

English horn

2 Clarintes in Bb

Bass Clarinet in Bb (the instrument is notated according to
the German method; it transposes a major
second below the written notes both in
the treble and in the bass clef)

2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

6 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in Bb

2 Trombones

Tuba

Percussion (3 players)

Piano

24 Vviolins

10 Violas

10 Violoncellos

6 Contrabasses

Accidentals affect only the notes they directly precede.
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Trills
flats)

]
<
!

SINGS AND ABBREVIATIONS

involve upper neighbors on&g. Inflections (sharps,

trb
are indicated as follows: J or J .

con sordino

senza sordino
laissez vibrer
stopped notes (horn)
hard mallots

soft mallots
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STRYGA
Tibretto

The plot of the ballet is loosely based on an
ancient Slavic legend and a mythical character Stryga.
Action takes place during the summer solstice, a day asso-
ciated with many important rites and rituals.

The curtain goes up at the very beginning of the
work. People appear in a state of trance, stand or kneel
in circles and pray to the God of Night to permit them to
pick the flower of fern which blooms only once a year,
during the summer solstice, from sunset till midnight.

The flower has magical properties. Whoever picks it will
become the richest and the most powerful person on earth.
The flower, however, has the power to prevent undeserving
people from picking it by creating insurmountable obstacles.
It also misleads people by pretending to appear in many
places at the same time.

The only person who does not participate in the
general prayers is Ziomek, the oldest member of the tribe
who understands the destructive power of greed. He watches
the proceedings with great concern.

At sunset, people become totally traﬁéfixed waiting
for the first appearance of the flower. When the flower
appears, they start running after it in a frenzy. It is

immediately apparent that a group of young people is more

ix



determined than others to pick the flower, no matter what
the cost. The youngsters try to prevent the other people
from even approaching the flower, threatening them with
death, When Ziomek tries to intercede on behalf of the
remaining members of the tribe he is challenged to a mock
combat, overpowered and humiliated by the youngsters.

Ziomek realizes that the situation is very difficult.
Greed takes its toll. He returns to the camp and asks the
oracles to predict the future. When the auguries start, it
is obvious that Ziomek can expect the worst. Indeed, at the
sound of midnight, the youngsters have to abandon their
search for the flower. They approach the camp frustrated
and vindictive, blaming their lack of success on the inter-
ruptions from the tribe. They provoke a fight and many
people perish. Finally, the youngsters decide to leave,
but they vow to come back and destroy the entire tribe.

The remaining members of the tribe are terrified.
They realize that they are overpowered and unable to defend
themselves. They know that the tribe is in serious danger
of extinction. After a brief moment of meditation, Ziomek
orders everybody to be silent and begins a series of incan-
tations. After the last incantation, Sitryga appears,
accompanied by lightening bolts. He is part human being,
part vampire. Everybody watches him with awe.

Soon the youngsters reappear, ready to kill again.

Stryga immediately makes them freeze in their steps. Everyone



rejoices but Ziomek. He knows the price of Stryga's inter-
vention. It is his own death. But Ziomek feels that he

has to sacrifice himself, because there is no other solution.
It is his duty as the oldest member of the tribe to insure
the tribe's survival. Only he knows the incantations and
has the power to call upon Stryga. He waits calmly for
Stryga to finish his dance. At the very end of the dance
Stryga points to Ziomek who falls, struck by lightning.
Stryga immediately disappears. The tribe may never call

him again.

xi
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