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A b s t r a c t

STRYGA

by

B a r b a r a  J a z w i n s k i  

A d v i s o r :  P r o f e s s o r  M ar io  D a v id ov sky

S t r y g a  i s  a  b a l l e t ,  s c o r e d  f o r  symphony o r c h e s t r a .

The i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  f l u t e  p i c c o l o ,  2 f l u t e s ,

2 o b o e s ,  E n g l i s h  h o r n ,  2 c l a r i n e t s ,  b a s s  c l a r i n e t ,  2 b a s s o o n s ,  

c o n t r a b a s s o o n ,  6 h o r n s ,  3 t r u m p e t s ,  2 t ro m b o n e s ,  t u b a ,  p e r ­

c u s s i o n  (3 p l a y e r s ) ,  p i a n o ,  Zk v i o l i n s ,  10 v i o l a s ,  10 c e l l o s ,

6 c o n t r a b a s s e s .  The s t o r y  i s  b a s e d  on a n  a n c i e n t  S l a v i c  

l e g e n d  and  a  m y t h i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  S t r y g a .  The work can  be 

p e r f o r m e d  a s  an  o r c h e s t r a l  s u i t e .
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ORCHESTRA

3 F l u t e s  ( p i c c o l o ,  a l t o  f l u t e )

2 Oboes 

E n g l i s h  h o r n  

2 C l a r i n t e s  i n  Bb

Bass  C l a r i n e t  i n  Bb ( t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  n o t a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o
t h e  German m ethod;  i t  t r a n s p o s e s  a m a jo r  
s e co n d  be low t h e  w r i t t e n  n o t e s  b o t h  i n  
t h e  t r e b l e  and  i n  t h e  b a s s  c l e f )

2 B asso o n s  

C o n t r a b a s s o o n  

6 Horns i n  F

3 T rum pets  i n  Bb 

2 Trombones 

Tuba

P e r c u s s i o n  (3 p l a y e r s )

P i a n o  

24 V i o l i n s  

10 V i o l a s  

10 V i o l o n c e l l o s  

6 C o n t r a b a s s e s
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T r i l l s  i n v o l v e  u p p e r  n e i g h b o r s  o n ly .  I n f l e c t i o n s  ( s h a r p s ,  

f l a t s )  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  J o r  J .

c . s .  -  con  s o r d i n o  

s . s .  -  s e n z a  s o r d i n o  

l . v .  -  l a i s s e z  v i b r e r  

+• -  s t o p p e d  n o t e s  ( h o r n )

T ?  -  h a r d  m a l l o t s  

? ?  -  s o f t  m a l l o t s

v i i i



STRYGA

L i b r e t t o

The p l o t  o f  t h e  b a l l e t  i s  l o o s e l y  b a s e d  on an  

a n c i e n t  S l a v i c  l e g e n d  and a  m y t h i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  S t r y g a .  

A c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  summer s o l s t i c e ,  a  day a s s o ­

c i a t e d  w i t h  many i m p o r t a n t  r i t e s  and  r i t u a l s .

The c u r t a i n  goes  up a t  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  

work.  P e o p le  a p p e a r  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  t r a n c e ,  s t a n d  o r  k n e e l  

i n  c i r c l e s  and p r a y  t o  t h e  God o f  N ig h t  t o  p e r m i t  them t o  

p i c k  t h e  f l o w e r  o f  f e r n  which  blooms o n ly  once a  y e a r ,  

d u r i n g  t h e  summer s o l s t i c e ,  from s u n s e t  t i l l  m i d n i g h t .

The f l o w e r  h as  m a g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s .  Whoever p i c k s  i t  w i l l  

become t h e  r i c h e s t  and t h e  m os t  p o w e r f u l  p e r s o n  on e a r t h .

The f l o w e r ,  however ,  h a s  t h e  power t o  p r e v e n t  u n d e s e r v i n g  

p e o p le  from p i c k i n g  i t  by c r e a t i n g  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  o b s t a c l e s .  

I t  a l s o  m i s l e a d s  p e o p le  by p r e t e n d i n g  t o  a p p e a r  i n  many 

p l a c e s  a t  t h e  same t im e .

The o n ly  p e r s o n  who does  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

g e n e r a l  p r a y e r s  i s  Ziomek, t h e  o l d e s t  member o f  t h e  t r i b e  

who u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  power o f  g r e e d .  He w a tc h e s  

t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  w i t h  g r e a t  c o n c e r n .

At  s u n s e t ,  p e o p le  become t o t a l l y  t r a n s f i x e d  w a i t i n g  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  f l o w e r .  When t h e  f l o w e r  

a p p e a r s ,  t h e y  s t a r t  r u n n i n g  a f t e r  i t  i n  a  f r e n z y .  I t  i s  

im m e d ia t e l y  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a  g ro u p  o f  young p e o p le  i s  more



d e te r m i n e d  t h a n  o t h e r s  t o  p i c k  t h e  f l o w e r ,  no m a t t e r  what  

t h e  c o s t .  The y o u n g s t e r s  t r y  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p le  

from even  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  f l o w e r ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  them w i t h  

d e a t h .  When Ziomek t r i e s  t o  i n t e r c e d e  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  

r e m a i n i n g  members o f  t h e  t r i b e  he i s  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  a  mock 

com bat ,  ove rpow ered  and  h u m i l i a t e d  by t h e  y o u n g s t e r s .

Ziomek r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  

Greed t a k e s  i t s  t o l l .  He r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  camp and a s k s  t h e  

o r a c l e s  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  f u t u r e .  When t h e  a u g u r i e s  s t a r t ,  i t  

i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  Ziomek can  e x p e c t  t h e  w o r s t .  I n d e e d ,  a t  th e  

sound  o f  m i d n i g h t ,  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  have t o  abandon  t h e i r  

s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  f l o w e r .  They a p p r o a c h  t h e  camp f r u s t r a t e d  

and v i n d i c t i v e ,  b l a m in g  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  s u c c e s s  on t h e  i n t e r ­

r u p t i o n s  from t h e  t r i b e .  They p rovoke  a  f i g h t  and many 

p e o p le  p e r i s h .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  d e c i d e  t o  l e a v e ,  

b u t  t h e y  vow t o  come b a ck  and  d e s t r o y  t h e  e n t i r e  t r i b e .

The r e m a i n i n g  members o f  t h e  t r i b e  a r e  t e r r i f i e d .

They r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  ove rpow ered  and u n a b le  t o  d e fe n d  

t h e m s e l v e s .  They know t h a t  t h e  t r i b e  i s  i n  s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  

o f  e x t i n c t i o n .  A f t e r  a  b r i e f  moment o f  m e d i t a t i o n ,  Ziomek 

o r d e r s  ev e ry b o d y  t o  be s i l e n t  and  b e g i n s  a  s e r i e s  o f  i n c a n ­

t a t i o n s .  A f t e r  t h e  l a s t  i n c a n t a t i o n ,  S t r y g a  a p p e a r s ,  

a ccom pan ied  by l i g h t e n i n g  b o l t s .  He i s  p a r t  human b e i n g ,  

p a r t  v a m p i r e .  E verybody  w a tc h e s  him w i t h  awe.

Soon t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  r e a p p e a r ,  r e a d y  t o  k i l l  a g a i n .  

S t r y g a  im m e d ia t e l y  makes them f r e e z e  i n  t h e i r  s t e p s .  Everyone

x



r e j o i c e s  b u t  Ziomek. He knows t h e  p r i c e  o f  S t r y g a ' s  i n t e r ­

v e n t i o n .  I t  i s  h i s  own d e a t h .  B u t  Ziomek f e e l s  t h a t  he 

has  t o  s a c r i f i c e  h i m s e l f ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  s o l u t i o n .  

I t  i s  h i s  d u t y  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  member o f  t h e  t r i b e  t o  i n s u r e  

t h e  t r i b e ' s  s u r v i v a l .  Only he knows t h e  i n c a n t a t i o n s  and 

h as  t h e  power t o  c a l l  upon  S t r y g a .  He w a i t s  c a l m l y  f o r  

S t r y g a  t o  f i n i s h  h i s  d a n c e .  At t h e  v e r y  end o f  t h e  dance  

S t r y g a  p o i n t s  t o  Ziomek who f a l l s ,  s t r u c k  by l i g h t n i n g .

S t r y g a  im m e d ia t e l y  d i s a p p e a r s .  The t r i b e  may n e v e r  c a l l  

him a g a i n .
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