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Abstract

SHE SPEAKS

FOR M EZZO-SOPRANO A N D  FOURTEEN INSTRUMENTALISTS

by

John F. Link

Advisor: Professor David O lan

She Speaks is a setting for m ezzo-soprano  and  cham ber orchestra  

orchestra of H ilda Raz’s w onderfu l poem  of the sam e name. In setting the 

poem  I have  tried to find musical analogues for the contrasting  views of 

the G arden  and  the w orld  voiced in the poem. W here A dam  is b lunt and 

iron-clad , the n a rra to r  (and  p e rh a p s  the  poet) see th ing s  in a m ore  

variegated  light. The allusion at the end  of the last stanza, w hich  A dam  

w o u ld  sure ly  cast as ano th e r  m onosyllable, is taken up  instead by the 

orchestra in a brief coda.
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SHE SPEAKS

I sit in this sum m er house 
and, Adam , I th ink of you 
and your preposterous nam ing 
and talking, your m aking the world 
new  each day — how exhausting — 
and the tall banyans you drew up  
ou t of the ground  to show  me; 
each day  the tangerine rose-hips, 
the azure  of an ocean you called 
blue, m eaning  one color, and which 
to m y eye was variegated, 
a w ord you had no use for; 
parrots and sparrow s you 
feathered in one direction 
not accounting for the variable 
air currents; the rugosa 
and its blatant fruit, so 
provocative, so showy.

Outside the cottage now 
you are no longer here, 
a pale basswood flourishes 
in all this salty weather 
and  num erous  foliages evolve 
nameless in the fresh w ater 
rain. Anim als whose p lush  fur 
matts away the dam p  howl 
for attention, beg 
to be let into any shelter 
bu t this one, Adam , 
a house  of w om en 
with no nam es, only 
a com panionable  silence 
that adm its  no visitors; 
only later, perhaps, an  orange 
presence in a circle of stones, 
now  like the sun, now  the m oon, 
now  flickering, now  pausing, 
now  going soundlessly up.

— Hilda Raz

© C opyright 1988 by Hilda Raz. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
From the collection What is Good published  by T hom tree  Press, Inc.



In s t ru m e n ta t io n

M ezzo-Soprano

Flu te
Oboe (English Horn*)
Bb Clarinet* (Bass Clarinet*) 
Bassoon

H orn  in F*
T rum pet in C 
T ro m b o n e

Percussion (1 player): 
V ib rap h o n e  
M arim ba 
Bass D rum
M edium  Suspended Cymbal 
Sizzle Cymbal 
Small Triangle 
M edium  Triangle 
Castanet
S andpaper Blocks 
Maracas 
C laves 
W ood Block

P iano

Violin I 
Violin II 
V iola
V io lonce llo  
Double Bass*

*Score in C; Double Bass sounds one octave lower than written. 

Duration: ca. 7^ m inutes.
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