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Abstract

SHE SPEAKS
FOR MEZZO-SOPRANO AND FOURTEEN INSTRUMENTALISTS

by
John F. Link

Advisor: Professor David Olan

She Speaks is a setting for mezzo-soprano and chamber orchestra
orchestra of Hilda Raz's wonderful poem of the same name. In setting the
poem I have tried to find musical analogues for the contrasting views of
the Garden and the world voiced in the poem. Where Adam is blunt and
iron-clad, the narrator (and perhaps the poet) see things in a more
variegated light. The allusion at the end of the last stanza, which Adam
would surely cast as another monosyllable, is taken up instead by the

orchestra in a brief coda.
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SHE SPEAKS

I sit in this summer house

and, Adam, I think of you

and your preposterous naming

and talking, your making the world
new each day — how exhausting —
and the tall banyans you drew up
out of the ground to show me;

each day the tangerine rose-hips,
the azure of an ocean you called
blue, meaning one color, and which
to my eye was variegated,

a word you had no use for;

parrots and sparrows you

feathered in one direction

not accounting for the variable

air currents; the rugosa

and its blatant fruit, so

provocative, so showy.

Qutside the cottage now
you are no longer here,
a pale basswood flourishes
in all this salty weather
and numerous foliages evolve
nameless in the fresh water
rain. Animals whose plush fur
matts away the damp howl
for attention, beg
to be let into any sheiter
but this one, Adam,
a house of women
with no names, only
a companionable silence
that admits no visitors;
only later, perhaps, an orange
presence in a circle of stones,
now like the sun, now the moon,
now flickering, now pausing,
now going soundlessly up.

— Hilda Raz

© Copyright 1988 by Hilda Raz. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
From the collection What is Good published by Thorntree Press, Inc.



viii
Instrumentation

Mezzo-Soprano

Flute

Oboe (English Horn*)

Bb Clarinet* (Bass Clarinet*)
Bassoon

Horn in F*
Trumpet in C
Trombone

Percussion (1 player):
Vibraphone
Marimba
Bass Drum
Medium Suspended Cymbal
Sizzle Cymbal
Small Triangle
Medium Triangle
Castanet
Sandpaper Blocks
Maracas
Claves
Wood Block

Piano
Violin 1
Violin 11
Viola

Violoncello
Double Bass*

*Score in C; Double Bass sounds one octave lower than written.

1
Duration: ca. 75 minutes.
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