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ABSTRACT

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  a b o u t  t h e  b a z a a r  an d  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  r o l e  i n  

I r a n i a n  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n ts .  The b a z a a r i s  a r e  l o o k e d  upon  a s  

t h e  main  s o u r c e s  o f  s o c i a l  c h a n q e  i n  I r a n .  The r e a s o n  f o r  

t h i s  l i e s  i n  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  i n a b i l i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  economy 

d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  d u e  t o  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

economy by b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o w e r s .

The b a z a a r i s *  o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Shah a n d  f o r e i g n  

pow ers  s t a r t e d  d u r i n q  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  and  c o n t i n u e d  

u n t i l  1 9 7 6 - 7 9  w i t h  t h e  e x o d u s  o f  t h e  Shah a n d  t h e  U .S .  f ro m  

I r a n .  The b a z a a r i s *  r e s i s t a n c e  m ovem ents  were  f a c i l i t a t e d  

b y :  1) t h e  b a z a a r i s *  ( i n f o r m a l )  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

l e a d i n g  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t s  s u c h  a s  s h u t - d o w n  o f  t h e  

s h o p s ;  a n d  2) I s l a m i c  i d e o l o q y  o r  r e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m .

The b a z a a r i s ,  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and  by i m p e r i ­

a l i s m ,  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w h e re  s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s  w e r e  s u p p r e s s e d ,  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  c l o s e l y  w i t h  

I s l a m .  They made a n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  u la m a  ( h i g h  r a n k i n g  

c l e r q y )  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and i n s t i ­

t u t i o n s .  Thus  I s l a m  became t h e  b a z a a r i s *  n a t i o n a l i s t  i d e o l ­

o q y ,  an  i d e o l o g y  w h ic h  u n i t e d  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  m o b i l i z e d  them 

a q a i n s t  t h e  qovernm em t and i m p e r i a l i s m .
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



AKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I  am d e e p l y  q r a t e f u l  t o  ray a d v i s e r .  P r o f e s s o r  M i c h a e l  

Brown,  whose comments  t h r o u q h o u t  t h i s  s t u d y  h e l p e d  me t o  

c l a r i f y  my m a i o r  p o i n t s .  1 a l s o  w an t  t o  t h a n k  P r o f e s s o r s  

Raymond F r a n k l i n ,  S t u a r t  S c h a a r  and  Boqdan D e n i t c h ,  f o r  

c a r e f u l l y  r e a d i n q  ray d i s s e r t a t i o n  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  

co m m e n ts .  C o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  f e l l o w  s o c i o l o q y  s t u d e n t s ,  e s ­

p e c i a l l y  tMohsen N o iu m i ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  and t h e i r  

s u p p o r t  m ean t  a l o t  t o  me. T h a n k s  a l s o  t o  F e r e i d o n  T a q h i z a -  

d e h ,  whose e n c o u r a q e r a e n t  a n d  o t h e r  s u p p o r t  a s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w r i t i n q  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  I  am a l s o  

q r a t e f u l  t o  my b r o t h e r  M a n s o u r ,  who s u p p o r t e d  me f i n a n c i a l l y  

t h r o u q h o u t  my c a r e e r  a t  s c h o o l  an d  made i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  p u r ­

s u e  h i q h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  q o e s  t o  d e a r  R u t h ,  

whose s u p p o r t  and c o n t i n u i n q  e x c h a n q e  o f  i d e a s ,  comments  and 

e x t e n s i v e  e a i t i n o  h e l p e d  c l a r i f y i n q  my t h e s i s  and  made t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  " o u r  d i s s e r t a t i o n . "

-  v -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CONTENTS

A B S T R A C T ...........................................................................................................................i v

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS ............................................  v

ChSUtgE ES£ie

I. INTRODUCTION ......................................... 1
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y   ........................................... 2
M ethods  o f  D a ta  C o l l e c t i o n .....................................» • • 8

II. THEORETICAL ORIENTATION: A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 12
I h e  N e o - M a r x i s t  A p p r o a c h   .........................................24
C o n c l u s i o n .................................................................................................27

III. HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE B A Z A A R ............... 30
The B a z a a r  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  C i t y   ......................... . 3 0
I n t e r n a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  I h e  B a z a a r  ...................... 34

M o rp h o lo g y  o f  t h e  B a z a a r   .........................................34
The E t h n i c  C h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  B a z a a r  • . . . .  37
T o i j a r  and  M a q n a z e d a r s .........................   39
G u i l d  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  G u i l d  H eads  • • . . .  44

IV. THE BAZAAR AND THE NATIONAL ECONOMY................. 5 0
I s l a m  and M e r c h a n t s :  H i s t o r i c a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  • .  50
The b a z a a r  and  r i b a  ( i n t e r e s t  on m o n e y ) : t h e  

b a z a a r  and  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b a n k i n q
s y s t e m      . . .  56

B a z a a r  B a n k in q  S y s te m  . . . .  .....................................  62
The B a z a a r  and  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Economy: 1 8 2 8 - 1 9 2 5  • 65

D u t i e s  and  T a r i f f s  .....................  • • • • • • • • 6 5
C o n c e s s i o n s  ....................................................  • • • • • • 6 7

The B a z a a r  and  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Economy: 1 9 2 5 - 1 9 5 1  • 71
I h e  E a z a a r  an d  The N a t i o n a l  Econmy: 1 9 5 1 - 1 9 6 3  • 76
The B a z a a r  and  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Economy: 1 9 6 3 - 7 8  • .  82

C o m p e t i t i o n  i n  P r o d u c t i o n  ............................................. 83
S t a t e  C o m p e t i t i o n  i n  D i s t r i b u t i o n  ........................... 86
S t a t e  C o m p e t i t i o n  i n  T r a d e  A c t i v i t i e s  . . . .  88

-  v i

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



V. IHE BAZAAR AS A POLITICAL O RG A N IZA TIO N .............................. 99

The P o l i t i c a l  C h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ......................... 99
P u b l i c  S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  B a z a a r ...............................104
B a z a a r  s h u t  D o w n .........................     .  .  .  107

I a k i n q  S a n c t u a r y  ( b a s t )  .  . ...............................112
P o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B a z a a r  . . . .  115

S e c r e t  S o c i e t y  ....................................  . . . . . .  115
I h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  ■ • » • • •  . . . . . .  117
The N a t i o n a l  R e s i s t a n c e  Movement .....................  119
O o w r e h .......................................................................   119
H e y a t  o r  T ekyeh  and  Rowzeh Khany .  .  .  .  .  120

V I .  BAZAAR NATIONALISM .........................................................................  124

The B a z a a r * s  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  c l e r q y  an d  t h e
e m e r q e n c e  o f  R e l i q i o u s  N a t i o n a l i s m  . . .  125

i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  I j t e h a d  ...............................................  125
K h o m s .............................................................................  129
h e l i q i o u s  N a t i o n a l i s m   .........................................  131

The E m e rq en ce  and D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S e c u l a r
N a t i o n a l i m   ..............................   134

R e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  R e l i q i o u s  N a t i o n a l i s m  . . .  145
The B a z a a r  A l l i a n c e  With  t h e  C l e r q y  • .  • • • 148
R e v o l u t i o n  o f  F e b r u a r y  1979   152

R e l i q i o u s  and  I s l a m i c  A s s o c i a t i o n s  • • • • 152
Mosques ..........................  • • • • • • • • . .  153
The R o le  o f  t h e  B a z a a r i s  i n  R e v o l u t i o n  156

V I I .  C O N C L U S IO N ...................................   158

BIBLIOGRAPHY ........................................................................................................ 164

-  v i i

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



LIST OF TABLES

l a b i g  page

1 .  The C o m p a r a t i v e  P o s i t i o n  o f  S m a l l  ( l e s s  t h a n  1 0
e m p l o y e e s )  an d  L a r g e  F a c t o r i e s  . . .  ................................ 44

2 .  O c c u p a t i o n s  o f  F a t h e r s  o f  E n t r e p r e n u e r s  .   .......................... 54

5 .  I m p o r t s  v s .  E x p o r t s ,  1 9 4 9 - 1 9 6 1  . . . • • • • • . • . 7 8

4 .  The E x p o r t  o f  O i l  and  N o n - O i l  p r o d u c t s :  1 9 5 2 -1 9 6 1  .  .  79

5 .  I h e  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  P r i v a t e  a n d  P u b l i c  I n v e s t m e n t s
( 1 9 5 5 - 6 1 ) .............................. ' ......................................... 82

6 .  P e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  R o l e .........................................92

-  v i i i  -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Chapter •I 
INTRODUCTION

The 1979 R e v o l u t i o n  o f  I r a n  i s  w i d e l y  b e l i e v e d ,  araonq 

I r a n i a n s  a n d  many n o n - I r a n i a n s ,  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  of  t h e  

m o s t  m a s s i v e  m ovem ents  o f  modern  t i m e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  Rev­

o l u t i o n ,  p o p u l a r  a s  i t  w a s ,  h a d ,  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  modern  r e v o ­

l u t i o n  i n  t h e  W o r ld ,  a c l a s s  b a s e  a s  i t s  p r i m a r y  m a t e r i a l  

f o r c e .  I n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e n ,  we w i l l  a n a l y z e  t h e  q r o u p s  

a n d / o r  t h e  s o c i a l - c l a s s e s  w h ich  w ere  t h e  m a j o r  l e v e r  o f  t h e  

R e v o l u t i o n .

The 1979 R e v o l u t i o n  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  r e l i q i o u s  fo rm  

and  l a t e r  on l e d  t o  a  t h e o c r a t i c  s t a t e .  T h i s  f a c t  l e a d s  t o  

t h e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n  o f  w ha t  q r o u p s  a r e  m o s t  a f f i l i a t e d  and 

i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h i s  fo rm  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  q o v e r n m e n t ?  

Among a l l  t h e  s o c i a l  q r o u p s  and  c l a s s e s  i n  I r a n i a n  s o c i e t y ,  

t h e  b a z a a r i s  s t a n d  o u t  a s  a  q r o u p  w i t h  s t r o n q  r e l i q i o u s  

c o n v i c t i o n s ,  t h e  o n l y  s t r a t u m  h a v i n q  a  l o n q - t i m e  a f f i l i a ­

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and t h e  m o s q u e s ,  an 

a f f i l i a t i o n  w h ich  i n c l u d e d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r .  

The b a z a a r i s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  m ass  o r q a n i z a t i o n s ,  

movements  and  r e v o l u t i o n s  i n  I r a n  s i n c e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I h e  b a z a a r i s *  r e a s o n s  f o r  i n s t i g a t i n g  

and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  movements  o f  t h e  p a s t  c e n t u -

-  1  -
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r y  can  b e  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e i r  d e e p  r o o t e d  q r i e v e n c e s  a q a i n s t  

and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  I r a ­

n i a n  q o v e r n m e n t .  T h e s e  two l a t t e r  f o r c e s ,  o f t e n  i n  c o o p e r a ­

t i o n  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  c o m p e te d  w i t h  a n d / o r  l i m i t e d  t h e  b a -  

z a a r i s *  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t .

I n  C h a p t e r  o n e ,  w h i l e  r e v i e w i n q  some l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  

p ro b le m  of  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  we w i l l  a n a l y z e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  t h e  

r o o t s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and  o p p o s i t i o n  b e ­

tw een  t h e  b a z a a r  and t h e  s t a t e  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s m .  I n  C h a p t e r  

t w o ,  we w i l l  p u t  f o r w a r d  a  q e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  b a ­

z a a r ,  t o q e t h e r  w i t h  some o f  i t s  p e c u l i a r  h i s t o r i c a l  f e a ­

t u r e s .  C h a p t e r  t h r e e  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  o f  im p e ­

r i a l i s m  and  t h e  I r a n i a n  q o v e r n m e n t  on t h e  b a z a a r  

e n t r e p r e n u e r s  s i n c e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  C h a p t e r s  f o u r  

and f i v e  d i s c u s s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  an d  i d e o l o q i c a l  means  w h ich  

w e re  u s e d  by t h e  b a z a a r i s  a q a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  t h e  s t a t e  

f rom  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  u n t i l  t h e  1979 R e v o l u t i o n .

1.1 cQBXBiemiQS Q£ xais. sxuqx

The s i q n i f i c a n t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  l i e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  t h r e e

a r e a s :

1 .  An i n v e s t i q a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  n o t  a s  a  co m m u n i ty ,  

b u t  a s  an  e c o n o m ic  an d  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  w h ich  

i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w i d e r  I r a n i a n  s o c i e t y ;

-  2 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



2 .  a  h i s t o r y  and a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  b a z a a r  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e ,  i n  t h e  s o ­

c i a l  movements  and s o c i a l  c h a n q e s  i n  I r a n  f rom  t h e  

l a t e  n i n e t e e e n t h  c e n t u r y  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 7 6 - 7  9 r e v o l u ­

t i o n ;

3 . c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o o t s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and t o  i m p e r i a l i s m  d u r i n q  t h e  a b o v e  

p e r i o d  and  a c l a s s  a n a l y s i s  o f  K h o m e i n i ' s  I s l a m i c  Re­

p u b l i c .

A s e a r c h  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  b a z a a r  i n  I r a n  and  i n  

o t h e r  M usl im  c o n t r i e s  makes e v i d e n t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 

s c a r c i t y  o f  s c h o l a r l y  w r i t i n q  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  Most  a v a i l a ­

b l e  s t u d i e s  h a v e  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  b a z a a r  a s  a  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  

w o r ld  c o n t a i n i n g  i t s  own way o f  l i f e . 1 M ost  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  

t h e  e c o l o q i c a l  a p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  C h i c a q o  S c h o o l  i n  s t u d y i n g  

t h e  s u b c u l t u r e  and  p e c u l i a r  m o r a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  s e g r e ­

g a t e d  f ro m  t h e  w i d e r  s o c i e t y . 2  T h e se  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e ,  

t o  d i f f e r e n t  d e q r e e s , e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  a  t r a n s f o r ­

m a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  v a l u e s  i s

1 S t u d i e s  w h ic h  p r e s e n t  t h i s  v iew a r e ;  C l i f f o r d  G e e r t z  
( 1 9 6 3 ) ;  D. p o t t e r  ( 1 9 5 5 ) ,  "The  b a z a a r  m e r c h a n t  • "  P o t t e r  

s e e s  t h e  b a z a a r  a s  made up o f  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  e c o l o q i c a l  
z o n e s  w h e re  e a c h  z o n e  p l a y s  a  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e  a s  a c u l t u r a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  a s s i m i l a t i n g  a n d  c o n v e y i n q  f o r e i q n  c u l t u r e  
t o  c u s t o m e r s  (by f o r e i q n  q o o d s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  b a z a a r ) .  
See  a l s o  G. T h a i s s ,  "The  b a z a a r  a s  a  c a s e  s t u d y  o f  r e l i g ­
i o n  an d  s o c i a l  c h a n q e , "  ( 1 9 7 1 ) .

2 On t h e  i s s u e  o f  s u b c u l t u r e  and  m o ra l  o r d e r  s e e  R o b e r t  P a r k  
( 1 9 5 2 ) ;  L o u i s  U i r t h  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ;  G e r a l d  S u t t l e s  ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  On 
t h e  u r b a n  e c o l o q i c a l  p a t t e r n ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  s e e  E .U .  B u r g e s s  
( 1 9 2 9 ) ;  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s e e  J a n e t  A bu-Lughod (1971) •
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a n e c e s s a r y  s t e p  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n q  c o u n t r i e s  t o w a r d s  p a t ­

t e r n s  g e n e r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a d e v e l o p e d  economy and mod­

e r n i s a t i o n . 3

T h e se  s t u d i e s ,  t h o u q h  t h e y  h a v e  made v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n q  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ,  

h a v e  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  

and  i m p e r i a l i s m  an d  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on t h e  b a z a a r  p o l i t i c a l  

and  e co n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n .

O t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  w h ic h  h a v e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  s u b i e c t  o f  t h e  

b a z a a r  o n l y  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  q e n e r a l  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  I r a n i a n  

s o c i e t y ,  h a v e  d e a l t  more  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  

b a z a a r  t h a n  w i t h  i t s  c u l t u r e .  Some o f  them  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  

t h e  e c o n o m ic  and  f i n a n c i a l  (more i m m e d i a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  f u n ­

d a m e n t a l )  b a s i s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e  a n d  i t s  op ­

p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and  i m p e r i a l i s m  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  

d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  e c o n o m y .4 H o w ev er ,  s u c h  s t u d i e s  

d i d  n o t  a s h  w h a t  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  and  q r o u p s  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  

w ere  most  s e v e r e l y  and  c o n t i n u o u s l y  u n d e r m in e d  by t h e  f o r ­

e i g n  p o w ers  an d  t h e  I r a n i a n  a o v e r n m e n t ,  f ro m  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  

i m p e r i a l i s t  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  I r a n  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

up u n t i l  t h e  1 9 7 8 - 7 9  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  i n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s

3 On t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e s e  p a t t e r n  v a r i a b l e s  a n d  t h e  d e -  
q r e e  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  M id d le  E a s t e r n  c o u n ­
t r i e s  s e e  D a n i e l  L e r n e r  ( 1 9 6 4 ) •

4 On t h e  p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  s e e  N. K e d d ie  (1966 
arid 1962) ; E .  A b ra h a m ia n  (1975 a n d  1968)  ; R. Graham 
( 1 9 7 9 ) ;  F • H a l l i d a y  ( 1 9 7 9 ) ;  U. G. M i l l e r  ( 1 9 6 9 ) .
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t h e s e  w r i t e r s  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  l a c k  o f  t h e  

b a s i c  e c o n o m ic  a n d  D o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ich  m i q h t  h a v e  l e d  

t o  t h e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f . t h e  b a z a a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  

c a z a a r  p e t t y  b o u r q o i s i e  and  s m a l l  p r o d u c e r s . 5

Some o t h e r s ,  t h o u q h ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  b a z a a r  p e t t y  b o u r ­

g e o i s i e  a s  a manor  f o r c e  i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  economy 

and  a s  t h e  o b i e c t  o f  f o r e i q n  p r e s s u r e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  a l s o

s t u d y  t h i s  q r o u p ' s  d y n am ic  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u q q l e  and i t s  r o l e

i n  t h e  m a i o r  s o c i a l  c n a n q e s  and  m o v e m e n t s . 6 T h u s ,  some of  

them  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  c o u n t r i e s

. i i k e  I r a n  s t r e n q t h e n  t h e  h o l d  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  

amonq t h e  p e t t y  b o u r a e o i s i e .  The p u r p o s e  o f  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i m p e r i a l i s m  o r  t h e  c a p i t a l i s m  o f  t h e  r a e t r o -

5 Thouqh A b r a h a m ia n ,  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  "T h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  c o n ­
s t i t u t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  I r a n "  ( A b r a h a m i a n ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  d i s ­
c u s s e d  t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  c l a s s  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  i n  
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  c l a s s ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  h im e ,  was 
t h e  I r a n i a n  n a t i o n a l  b o u r q e o i s i e .  I n  h i s  w o r d s ,  "The  i n ­
f l u x  o f  mass  m a n u f a c t u r e d  q o o d s ,  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  
a q r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  modern  communica­
t i o n . ,  . a n d  t h e  s a l e  o f  m o n o p o l i e s  t o  f o r e i q n  c o n c e s s i o n -  
h u n t e r s  c o a l e s c e d  t h e  many r e q i o n a l  b a z a a r s  i n t o  a c r o s s -  
r e q i o n a l  m i d d l e  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e . . . "  (p .  
3 9 3 ) .  T h i s  c l a s s  was o n e  o f  t h e  m a i o r  f o r c e s  b e h i n d  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 5 .  A b r a h a m ia n * s  c o n c e r n  
i n  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  power  o f  t h e  
p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e  and  in  h i s  r a r e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e m ,  i e . ,  
t r a d i t i o n a l  h a n d i c r a f t s ,  he  p u t s  th em  i n  t h e  q e n e r a l  b o u r -  
u e o i s  c a t e q o r y  ( s e e  p .  3 9 4 ) •

6 Those  who d i d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  b a ­
z a a r  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e  and  t h e i r  r o l e s  i n  e a r l y  I r a n i a n  
p o l i t i c s  a r e  M u 'm in i  ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  and  R i c k s  ( 1 9 7 6 ) .  I n  h i s  a r ­
t i c l e ,  " I r a n  i n  t h e  e v e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  
Mu*mini t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  " p e t i t  b o u r q e o i s  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s " .  H ow ever ,  he u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  
r e l i q i o u s  i d e o l o q y  i n  t h e  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s  s t r u q q l e .  Thom-
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D O i i t a n  c e n t e r  ( a s  w e l l  a s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i t s  l o c a l  a q e n t s ) ,  

t h e n ,  was t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e c a p i t a l i s t  e c o n o m ic  s t r u c t u r e ,  

i n  t h i s  v i e w ,  ' ' t r a d i t i o n a l  I s l a m ” becom es  a  means o f  

s t r e n a t h e n i n a  t h e  p r e c a p i t a l i s t  e c o n o m i c  o r d e r , 7

I n  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  c o n c e r n i n q  I r a n i a n  p o l i t i c s  i n  q e n e r a l ,  

many s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a 

c l o s e  b a z a a r i - c l e r q y  a l l i a n c e  a s  a r e s i s t a n c e  f r o n t  a q a i n s t  

t n e  q o v e r n m e n t  and  i m p e r i a l i s m , 8 b u t  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  s t u d i e d  

t h e  b a z a a r i - c l e r q y  a l l i a n c e  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h r e e  r e l a t e d  

p r o c e s s e s :  I h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  I r a n ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n q  

e co n o m ic  l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  b a z a a r  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e ,  and 

t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  r e l i q i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  a s  I j t i h a d  and 

Rhoms, a n d  t h u s  o f  r e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m , 9 Most  o f  t h e s e  s o ­

a s  R i c k s ,  i n  " C o n t e m p o r a r y  I r a n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  economy and 
h i s t o r y , "  a l s o  saw some p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y
I r a n i a n  m ovem en ts ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  m e n t i o n  any  o f  t h e i r  po­
l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n q  t h e  P a h l a v i s ' r u l e ,

7 For  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  s e e  L ,  H e l f q o t t ,  
" I r a n :  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  on t h e  p e r i p h e r y "  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,

8 On t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a l l i a n c e  b e tw e e n  b a z a a r i s  a n d  c l e r q y  s e e
H. K a t o u z i a n ,  " N a t i o n a l i s t  t r e n d s  i n  I r a n ,  1 9 2 1 - 1 9 2 6 "  
( 1 9 7 9 ) ;  A braham ian  ( 1 9 7 5 ) ;  N. K e d d i e  ( 1 9 6 6 ) ;  F .  H a l l i d a y
( 1 9 7 9 ) ;  E. Browne (1910) ; A, K a s r a v i  ( 1 9 7 5 ) ;  B. J a z a n i
( 1 9 7 8 ) .  S ee  a l s o  R. H r a i r  D e k m e l i a n ,  "The  an a to m y  o f  I s ­
l a m i c  r e v i v a l "  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  
s e c u l a r i s t  t r e n d  and  I s l a m i c  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  t h e  M id d l e  
E a s t ,

9 Thouqh J .  E l i a s h  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "Some m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  c o n ­
c e r n i n q  S h i i  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y "  (1979) ,  h a s  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  
e m e r q e n c e  o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i ­
c a l ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  e c o n o m i c ,  an d  m i l i t a r y ,  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  I r a ­
n i a n  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  h e  d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  
them t o  an y  c l a s s  f o r c e s  l i k e  t h e  b a z a a r i s .  S e e  a l s o  S. 
Ar ium and  (1979)  a n d  A, D o r o s h e n k o  (19 7 5 ) .  Thouqh D o r o s h -
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c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  t e n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e l i q i c n  a s  an 

a u to n o m o u s  f o r c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l a t i n q  i t  t o  b a z a a r - q o v e r n -  

m e n t - i m p e r i a l i s m  r e l a t i o n s .  They s e e  t h e  u l a m a ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  t n e  q o v e r n m e n t  and  i m p e r i a l i s m  a s  p r i m a r i l y  a n  o u tcom e o f  

t h e  u l a m a ' s  own g r i e v a n c e s .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  u l a -  

m a ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  b e  a  r e s u l t  o f  d o g m a t i c  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  

p o l i t i c s — t h e  u lam a  a r e  " u n c o m p r o m i s i n q  l e g i t i m i s t s ’* who i n ­

s i s t  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  l e q i t i m a t e  r u l i n g  l i n e  i s  a  l i n e  t h a t  can  

be t r a c e d  back  t o  A l i . 10

O t h e r s  s e e  t h e  u l a m a ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  b o t h  a s  r e l i g i o u s l y  mo­

t i v a t e d  and  r e a c t i o n a r y .  They r e q a r d  t h e  u l a m a ' s  a n g e r  t o ­

w ards  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and  f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  a s  a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  

e n c r o a c h m e n t  an d  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  “ i n f i d e l ’* upon Musl im t e r ­

en k o  c o n s i d e r e d  r e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m  i m p o r t a n t  i n  I r a n ,  
h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  i d e o l o q y  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
d u r i n q  t h e  l a t e  S h a h ' s  p e r i o d  o f  r u l e .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
to. B a y a t ,  " I s l a m  i n  P a h l a v i  an d  p o s t  P a h l a v i  I r a n :  a c u l ­
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ? "  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  saw no r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  n a i o n -  
a l i s m  an d  r e l i q i o n  and r e q a r d e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  of  
t h e  " I s l a m i c  i d e o l o q y "  a s  s o m e t h i n q  t h a t  a r o s e  s o l e l y  f rom  
t h e  S h i i  i d e o l o q y .  “ The r o l e  K h o m ein i  a t t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  
f a q i h  r s l a m i c  i u r i s t s i z "  h e  s a i d ,  " i s  t r u l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  
i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t n e  l a s t  two h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f  I r a n i a n  
h i s t o r y .  I n  K h o m e i n i ' s  v i e w ,  he c o n t i n u e d ,  " t h e  f a q i h  i s  
b o th  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  law  a n d  t h e  o n l y  l e ­
g i t i m a t e  p o l i t i c a l  r u l e r  o f  c o m m u n i ty  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  o c -  
c u l t a t i o n "  ( p .  7 9 ) .  ( " O c c u l t a t i o n "  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  d i s a p ­
p e a r a n c e  f ro m  v iew  o f  t h e  t w e l f t h  Imam.)  Ar~fumand ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  
c o n v e r s e l y ,  a t t a c k e d  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ;  h e  b e l i e v e d  u lam a  o r  
Imams c a n  n o t  w i e l d  " p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
w i t n  r e l i q i o u s  a u t h o r i t y "  and  t h e y  d o  n o t  h o l d  l e q i t i m a t e  
p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y .

F o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  u l a m a ' s  au to n o m y  s e e  F.W. F e r n a u  
( 1 9 5 4 ) ,  an d  S .  A k h av i  ( 1 9 8 0 ) •  A k h a v i ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  saw 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  u lam a  i n  t h e  1 9 0 5 -1 9 0 9  e v e n t s  
(and a l s o  s i n c e  t h e n )  a s  " p u r s u i n q  w h a t  m i q h t  a p p r o p r i -
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r i t o r i e s  and t h e  n o n - M u s l i m ’s  D e n e t r a t i o n  o f  I r a n .  A ls o  

e x p l i c i t  i n  t h i s  t h e o r y  i s  t h e  v iew  t h a t  t h e  a n t i - q o v e r n m e n t  

f e e i i n q  o f  t h e  c l e r q y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  

p o l i c i e s  t h a t  e n c r o a c h e d  u p o n  t h e  u l a m a ’s  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and 

p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n . 11

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  q r o u p  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  who h a v e  

p o s i t e d  a p r o q r e s s i v e  an d  a d v a n c e d  s i d e  o f  t h e  r . e l i q i o u s  e s ­

t a b l i s h m e n t  and  s a i d  t h e  c l e r q y  was a u to n o m o u s  ( r a t h e r  t h a n  

l i n k e d  t o  any  s o c i a l  c l a s s )  i n  i t s  i d e o l o q i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

i m p e r i a l i s m  and  t o  t h e  a u t o c r a t i c  r u l e  o f  t h e  S h a h . 12

1 .2  MgXHODS QE Baifi COLLECTION

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  b a s e d  on p r i m a r y  a s  w e l l  a s  s e c o n d a r y  

s o u r c e s .  P r i m a r y  s o u r c e s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  

and  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  t h e  b a z a a r ,  i n t e r v i e w s ,  a n d  s t u d y  o f  

F a r s i  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  o f  K a d io  I r a n  b r o a d c a s t s .  S e c o n d a r y  

s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e d  b o o k s  and p e r i o d i c a l s  b o th  i n  F a r s i  an d  i n  

m n a l i s n .

a t e l y  be  t e r m e d  a ’ c l a s s ’ i n t e r e s t , ” (p .  1 6 ) .  A l s o  s e e  
Ann K . S .  L a m b to n ,  "T h e  P e r s i a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
o f  1 9 0 5 - 6 ” ( 1 9 7 2 ) ;  N. J a c o b ,  ”La r e l i q i o n  e t  l e  d e v e l o p ­
ment ec o n o m iq u e  l e  c a s  I r a n ” ( 1 9 6 3 ) ;  E .  S u n d e r l a n d
( 1 9 6 8 ) .  S u n d e r l a n d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  u la m a  w e re  o p p o s e d  
t o  W e s te rn  i n f l u e n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  t o t a l  
c u l t u r e  o f  w h ich  r e l i q i o n  was a q r e a t  p a r t .

11 F o r  a  v iew  w hich  p o r t r a y s  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  u la m a  a s  r e a c ­
t i o n a r y  s e e  M. F l o o r ,  " T h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  
I r a n i a n  Ulama:  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n q  o r  r e a l i t y ? "  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .

12 t o r  a  v iew o f  t h e  u la m a  a s  p r o q r e s s i v e  s e e  H. A l q a r
(1969) .
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Some o f  t h e  d a t a  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  w e r e  q a t h e r e d  d u r i n q  my 

l a t e s t  v i s i t  t o  I r a n  f rom J u l y  t o  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 9 .  D u r i n q  

t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  1 o f t e n  w en t  t o  t h e  T e h r a n  b a z a a r ,  w h e re  

two o f  my r e l a t i v e s  h a v e  b u s i n e s s e s  p r o d u c i n q  an d  s e l l i n q  

q r e e t i n q  and  p o s t a l  c a r d s .  One o f  t h e s e  men c o u l d  be  c a l l e d  

a s m a l l  p r o d u c e r ,  and t h e  o t h e r  a  b a z a a r g a n . m ea n in q  a  b i q  

t r a d e r .  I n  t h e s e  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  b a z a a r  I  l e a r n e d  a  l o t  a b o u t  

t h e  r o l e s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  o f  b a z a a r i s  i n  t h e  R e v o l u ­

t i o n  and i t s  a f t e r m a t h .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h i l e  I  was s i t t i n q  i n  

a  shop  o n e  d a y ,  a b a z a a r i  was d i s c u s s i n q  w i t h  h i s  e m p l o y e e s  

t h e  i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  s i g n e d  a  p e t i ­

t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  G h o tb z a d e h  (who was  i n  c h a r g e  o f  r a d i o  

and TV f o r  t h e  B a z a a r q a n  q o v e r n m e n t ) •

Much o f  t h e  b a c k q r o u n d  d a t a  a b o u t  t h e  b a z a a r  w e r e  t h e  r e ­

s u l t  o f  my h a v i n q  worked i n  t h e  b a z a a r  i n  a  r e l a t i v e ' s  b u s i ­

n e s s  f o r  s i x  m on ths  d u r i n q  1 9 6 7 .  I  became f a m i l i a r  w i t h  

some d e t a i l s  o f  b a z a a r  l i f e  and  b u s i n e s s .  I  a l s o  becam e  

a w a re  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

T e h ra n  b a z a a r  and  o t h e r  b a z a a r s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  t o w n s ;  

p a r t  o f  my l o b  was d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  o r d e r s  com inq  f rom  o u t ­

s i d e  o f  T e h r a n .  T h i s  p e r i o d  q a v e  me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o b ­

s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  and 

t h e  r o l e s  o f  t h e  d a l l a j s  ( i n t e r m e d i a r i e s )  and  e m p l o y e e s  i n  

t h e  b a z a a r .  As someone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p h i l o s o p h y  w i t h  a p l a n  

t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  f i e l d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  1 became a w a re  o f  t h e  

u a z a a r i s '  i d e a s ,  v a l u e s  and v i e w s ,  and  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y
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went  t o  t h e  mosques  e v e r y  d a y .  I n  t h e  b a z a a r ,  I  saw Kho- 

i a e i n i ' s  p a m p h l e t s  b e i n q  h a n d e d  f rom  o ne  t r u s t e d  p e r s o n  t o  

a n o t h e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  o u t s i d e r s  w e re  o f t e n  u n a ­

w are  t h a t  t h i s  was q o i n q  o n .

As a  n a t i v e  I r a n i a n  I  h a v e  a b s o r b e d  a q r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  b a z a a r s  i n  o t h e r  t i m e s  and  p l a c e s .  My f a ­

t h e r  was o n c e  a t r a d e r  o f  s u q a r  i n  t h e  b a z a a r .  1 h a v e  a l ­

ways  b e e n  f a s c i n a t e d  by  h i s  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e

T e h ra n  b a z a a r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

I  a l s o  v i s i t e d  many b a z a a r s ,  b o t h  s m a l l  and  l a r q e ,  i n  o t h e r  

p r o v i n c e s — i n  I s f a h a n ,  M ash h a d ,  T a b r i z ,  A b a d a n ,  R aa y ,  Qumm 

and  many o t h e r  tow ns  and  c i t i e s .  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  q r e a t  Da­

m ascus  B a z a a r  i n  S y r i a ,  Known a s  B a z a a r - i  Sham, and h a v e  

l i v e d  i n  t h e  B a z a a r - i  K azem ain  i n  I r a q  ( i n  a h o t e l )  f o r  

t h r e e  m o n t h s .

I  h a v e  c o n d u c t e d  i n t e n s i v e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  I r a n i a n  b a ­

z a a r i s  i n  New Y o rk .  Two o f  them  w ere  f o r m e r l y  i n  t h e  c a r p e t  

b u s i n e s s ,  o ne  was a r i c e  t r a d e r  i n  a b a z a a r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

p a r t  o f  I r a n ,  an d  o n e  was an  i m p o r t e r  o f  f o r e i q n  p r o d u c t s .  

T h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  p r o v i d e d  d a t a  a b o u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  and p o l i t ­

i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  b a z a a r s .

One o f  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  m e th o d s  o f  q a t h e r i n q  d a t a  was 

d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  o f  e v e r y  i s s u e  o f  I t t i l a a t .  t h e  d a i l y  I r a n i a n  

n e w s p a p e r ,  d u r i n q  t h e  c r u c i a l  f o u r - y e a r  p e r i o d  o f  M oss-  

a d e q h ' s  p r e m i e r s h i p  (1 9 5 1 -5 3 )  and  t h e  t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d
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l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e v o l u t i o n  (December  1 ,  197 6 t o

December 3 1 ,  1 9 7 9 } •

t o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on news an d  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  

I r a n  s i n c e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  m o n i t o r i n q  on an a l ­

most.  d a i l y  b a s i s  t h e  b r o a d c a s t s  o f  R a d i o  I r a n  ( s i n c e  1980)  

and  t h e  r e p o r t s  and e d i t o r i a l s  i n  t h e  New York Times  ( s i n c e  

1 9 7 8 ) .  The f o r m e r  h a s  p r o v i d e d  me w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

t a K e  n o t e s  on t h e  r e c e n t  u n p u b l i s h e d  s p e e c h e s  o f  K hom ein i  

and o t h e r  l e a d e r s .
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Chapter II
THEORETICAL ORIENTATION: A REVIEW OF THE

LITERATURE

S i n c e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  b a z a a r  h a s  n o t  

c h a n g e d  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  i n  r e q a r d  t o  i t s  e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  

and t h e  s c o p e  o f  i t s  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  r a t h e r  s t a t ­

i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  i t s  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l ­

op ;«ent ,  h a s  b een  a  c o n c e r n  o f  many I r a n i a n  a s  w e l l  a s  W e s t ­

e r n  s o c i o l o q i s t s ,  i . e . ,  R o t b l a t  ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  A t i g h p o o r  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  

Some h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e p i c t  t h e  b a z a a r  economy a s  " t r a d i ­

t i o n a l "  and  u s e d  t h a t  c o n c e p t  t o  e x p l a i n  i t s  l a c k  o f  d e v e l ­

o p m e n t .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  d e r i v e s  p r i n c i p l e s  from t h e  work o f  

Max W eber .  Weber c o n s t r u c t e d  i d e a l  t y p e  f i c t i o n s  o f  t r a d i ­

t i o n a l  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t a l / r a t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s .  The l a t t e r  a r e  

e x e m p l i f i e d  by modern c a p i t a l i s m ,  by c a l c u l a t i o n ,  v a l u e s  

c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h r i f t  and h a r d  w o rk ,  a n d  a  p r o q r e s s i v e  r a ­

t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  l e g a l ,  and  ec o n o m ic  o r d e r s .

I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  an  
i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  c a p i t a l i s t i c  economy t h a t  i t  i s  
r a t i o n a l i z e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  r i q o r o u s  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  
d i r e c t e d  w i t h  f o r e s i q h t  and  c a u t i o n  to w a r d  econom­
i c  s u c c e s s  (W eber ,  1 9 5 7 ,  p .  7 6 ) .

X r a d i t i o n a l i s t i c  e co n o m y ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m anner  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
r a t e  o f  p r o f i t ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  am ount  o f  work ,  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m anner  o f  r e q u l a t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p s  w i t h  l a b o r ,  and  t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  
c i r c l e  o f  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  
new o n e s  (Weber,  1 9 5 7 ,  p .  6 7 ) .
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Such an  economy c a n n o t  e x p a n d .  P r o d u c t i o n  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  

by n o n - r a t i o n a l ,  s o c i a l  c r i t e r i a  ( B e n d i x ,  1 9 7 7 ,  p .  5 2 ) .  

S c h u m p e te r  a d d s  t o  W e b e r ' s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  m odern  s o c i e ­

t y  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n  e c o n o m ic  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  r e q u i r e s  c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  o f  

p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  t o w a r d  r i s k - t a k i n c i  and  i n n o v a t i v e  b e h a v i o r  

i n  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a  r a t i o n a l  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  r e ­

s o u r c e s  ( S c h u m p e t e r ,  1961) •

I m p l i c i t  i n  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  

f a i l u r e  o f  T h i r d  World c o u n t r i e s  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  W e s te rn  t y p e  

o f  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  

e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  t a l e n t  and t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  

v a l u e s ,  f a c t o r s  whose a b s e n c e  r e q u i r e s  e x t e r n a l  m o d e r n i z i n q  

i n f l u e n c e  ( R o t b l a t ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  1 3 0 ) .  From t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  

d e v e l o p m e n t  r e q u i r e s  an i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  " m o d e rn "  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e ­

work o f  a p r o p e r ,  " W e s t e r n "  o r q a n i z e d  i n v e s t m e n t  p o l i c y .  

T h i s  p o s i t i o n  f i n d s  i t s  s c i e n t i f i c  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  work 

of  a  num ber  o f  s o c i a l  and  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  T h u s ,  N. 

J a c o b  (1965)  an d  M c C l e l l a n d  (1969) h a v e  a n a l y s e d  I r a n i a n  e c ­

onom ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  d e t e r m i n a n t  r o l e  o f  c u l ­

t u r e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h o s e  v a l u e s  and  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  b e a r  on 

" a c h i e v e m e n t "  an d  a s p i r a t i o n .  They c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  a p ­

p a r e n t l y  i n f l e x i b l e  and t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  

a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a r a t i o n a l  and  e c o n o m i c a l l y  p r o q r e s ­

s i v e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  r e s o u r c e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  

p r o d u c t i o n  and  o r q a n i z a t i o n  ( s e e  R o t b l a t ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  1 3 1 - 3 2 ) .
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On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  u s i n q  W e b e r ' s  o c c i d e n t a l - o r i e n t a l  

i d e a l  t y p e s ,  A s h r a f ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  s o c i o l o q i s t ,  s e a r c h e s  f o r  

h i s t o r i c a l  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a b o u r q e o i s i e  i n  

I r a n  ( A s h r a f , 1 9 7 0 ) .  He c i t e s  t h r e e  c e n t r a l  o b s t a c l e s  t o

t h e  q r o w th  o f  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  W e s te rn  t y p e  o f  b o u r q e o i s i e  and 

c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  I r a n :  1) t h e  r i s e  o f  s t r o n q  S h a h s

a n d  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  b u r e a u c r a c y  w h ich  made c a p i t a l i s t  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  d e p e n d e n t  on  t h e  s t a t e  an d  t h e  r u l i n q  q r o u p ;  2) t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  p o w e r f u l  t r i b e s  w h i c h ,  by t h e i r  f r e q u e n t  i n v a ­

s i o n s  an d  t h e i r  d o m in an ce  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  " i n h i b i t  t h e  

q r o w t h  o f  s t a b l e  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s " ;  a n d  (3) " c o l o n i a l  

p e n e t r a t i o n ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

b o u r q e o s i e  an d  a s n a f ,  q a v e  r i s e  t o  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  b o u r q e o i ­

s i e "  ( A s h r a f ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  3 1 3 ) .  M o r e o v e r ,  he c l a i m s  t h a t  a 

l a c k  o f  a u to n o m o u s  m u n i c i p a l i t y  c r e a t e d  s e r i o u s  b a r r i e r s  t o  

t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a s n a f  ( q u i l d s )  i n  t h e  b a ­

z a a r  e v e n  i f  t h e  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  i n o p e r a ­

t i v e .

We way c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t r a d e r s  and  c r a f t s  w ere  s u b ­
j e c t ,  l i k e  B y z a n t i n e  q u i l d s  a n d  t h e  mamluk a s n a f  
t o  r i q o r o u s  e x t e r n a l  s t a t e  c o n t r o l .  I h o u q h  i n t e r ­
n a l l y  m ore  d e m o c r a t i c  an d  l o o s e l y  o r q a n i z e d ,  t h e  
a s n a f s  w e re  n o t  l i k e  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  t h e  
W e s t ,  s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  a u to n o m o u s  c o r p o r a t i o n s .
The k ad k h o d a  o r  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  s i n f  was a p p o i n t e d  
t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  by t h e  Shah  o r  k a l a n t a r  o f  t h e  
tow n ( p .  3 1 9 ) .

F i n a l l y ,  A s h r a f  b e l i e v e s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  

t h e m s e l v e s  p o s e d  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r a t i o n a l
V

e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t i e s ,  modern c a p i t a l i s m  an d  a  W e s t e r n - t y p e  

b o u r q e o i s i e  i n  I r a n  ( A s h r a f ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p p .  3 2 1 - 2 6 ) .
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ft s e c o n d  a p p r o a c h  f o r  a n a i y z i n q  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  d e v e l o p ­

ment h a s  b een  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  worKs o f  T a l c o t t  P a r s o n s *  

P a r s o n s  a r u u e s  t h a t  t n e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  

i n  a  s o c i e t y  d e p e n d s  on i t s  " i n s t i t u t i o n a l "  f r a m e w o r k  and 

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .

I t  i s  t h a t  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  t a k e s  p l a c e  w i t h i n  
t h e  ‘ i n s t i t u t i o n a l *  f r a m e w o r k  o f  a  s o c i e t y ;  e c o ­
n om ic  b e h a v i o r  i s  c o n c r e t e l y  a p h a s e  o f  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l  b e h a v i o r  ( P a r s o n s .  1 9 5 4 .  p . 53)

T h e r e f o r e ,  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  s u p p o r t s  e c o n o m i c  b e h a v i o r  

t h a t  i s  c i f f e r e n t  f rom  a m odern  s o c i e t y .  F o l l o w i n q  P a r s o n s ,  

Levy (L ev y ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  s u m m a r i z e d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t r a d i ­

t i o n a l  an d  m odern  s o c i e t y  i n  t e r m s  o f  P a r s o n s *  p a t t e r n  v a r i ­

a b l e s :  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  o r  r e l a t i v e l y  n o n m o d e r n i z e d ,  i s  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s e d  by low i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t c y ,  

p a r t i c u l a r i s m ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  low d e q r e e  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  

f u n c t i o n a l  d i f f u s e n e s s ,  a l i m i t e d  u s e  o f  money a n d  m a r k e t ,  

and  a l i m i t e d  an d  s m a l l  s c a l e  b u r e a u c r a c y .  Such a  s o c i e t y  

i s  b a s i c a l l y  r u r a l  and  a a r i c u l t u r a l ,  w i th  t h e  m a in  f l o w  of  

noods  a n a  s e r v i c e s  f rom r u r a l  t o  u r b a n  r e q i o n s .  I n  c o n ­

t r a s t ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e r n i z e d  s o c i e t y  i s  a s o c i e t y  w i t h  

low s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y ,  u n i v e r s a l i s m ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h i q h  d e q r e e  

o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  f u n c t i o n a l  s p e c i f i c i y ,  a  q r e a t e r  u s e  of  

money and  m a r k e t s ,  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  and  w i d e s p r e a d  b u r e a u c r a c y .  

Such a  s o c i e t y  i s  b a s i c a l l y  u r b a n  and  i n d u s t r i a l .

U s inq  t h e  same a p p r o a c h ,  S m e l s e r  and  Moore c o n s i d e r  t h e  

p ro b lem  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  f ro m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s
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w hereby  an  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  becom es  d e ­

v e l o p e d  o r  m o d e r n i z e d  ( S m e l s e r ,  1 9 6 4 ;  M o o re ,  1 9 6 3 ) .  F o r  

e x a m p l e ,  Moore l o o k e s  a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  

t h a t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n :

. . . " t o t a l ” t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l  o r  
p r e - m o d e r n  s o c i e t y  i n t o  t h e  t y p e s  o f  t e c h n o l o q y  
and a s s o c i a t e d  s o c i a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r ­
i z e  t h e  “ a d v a n c e d , ” e c o n o m i c a l l y  p r o s p e r o u s ,  and 
r e l a t i v e l y  p o l i t i c a l l y  s t a b l e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  West­
e r n  w o r l d . . . i n  f a c t ,  we m a y . • . s p e a k  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  
a s  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  means t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  i n a n i m a t e  s o u r c e s  o f  pow er  f o r  
e c o n o m i c  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and  a l l  t h a t  e n t a i l s  by way 
o f  o r q a n i z a t i o n ,  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  
a n a  s o  on (Moore,  1 9 6 3 ,  p p .  89 ,  9 1 ,  9 2 ) •

T h u s ,  he  m e n t i o n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  a t r a d i t i o n a l

c o u n t r y  t o  d e v e l o p :

1 .  C h a n q e s  i n  v a l u e s  i n c l u d i n q  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  i n d i v i d u ­

a l  m o b i l i t y ,  a c h i e v e m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s c r i p t i o n  i n  

r o l e  a l l o c a t i o n ,  an d  a n  i n n o v a t i v e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t y p e ;  

a n d ,  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  o r q a n i z a t i o n ,  a  s e n s e  o f  n a ­

t i o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d / o r  n a t i o n a l i s m .

2 .  C h an q e s  i n  s o c i a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n q  a  more  f l u ­

i d  work f o r c e ,  a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t a l  f u n c ­

t i o n s — s p e c i a l i z e d  law  an d  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  and an  a p ­

p r o p r i a t e  f i s c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  ( b a n k i n q  and 

t a x a t i o n ) •

3 .  C h a n q e s  i n  econom y,  i n c l u d i n q  r e i n v e s t m e n t  o f  p r o f i t ,  

u n i v e r s a l  e x t e n s i o n  an d  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r k e t  

l o r  c o n s u m e r  q o o d s ,  i m p e r s o n a l  m a r k e t s .
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U sing  a s i m i l a r  a n a l y s i s  o f  c o n d i t i o n s ,  R o s to w * s  s t a g e  

ii;ocel v j ives  an  h i s t o r i c a l  o r d e r i n q  t o  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  

(h o s to w ,  1 9 6 1 ) •  The f i r s t  s t a g e ,  he m a i n t a i n s ,  i s  o n e  of  

p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  which  t h e  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  t a n e - o f f  a r e  

e s t a b l i s h e d .  The s e c o n d  s t a g e  i s  t h e  t a k e - o f f  i t s e l f .  The 

t h i r d  i s  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  s e l f - s u s t a i n e d  g r o w th  o r  s e l f - g e n e r ­

a t i n g  p r o c e s s .

In  h i s  s t u d y  o f  M o d jo k u t o ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  G e e r t z  o b s e r v e s  

t h a t  t h i s  s o c i e t y  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  an a l t e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  

o f  s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w o r l d  v iew  and 

e t h o s ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  o r q a n i z a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  fam­

i l y  s t r u c t u r e ,  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  a q r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  n o n - f a m i l i a l  b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n ,  and  a  h e i g h t e n i n g  o f  

p r e s t i q e  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l  r e l a t i v e  t o  r e l i q i o u s  and 

a e s t h e t i c  c o m p e t e n c e s .  I n  M o d jo k u t o ,  G e e r t z  c o n c l u d e s ,  t h e  

p ro b le m  o f  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  p r i m a r i l y  

a s  one o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  What was l a c k i n q  among I s l a m i c  

s m a l l  b u s i n e s s m e n  was n o t  c a p i t a l ,  d r i v e ,  f r u g a l i t y ,  i n d e ­

p e n d e n c e ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  o r  m a r k e t ,  b u t  t h e  pow er  t o  m o b i ­

l i z e  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  e x i s t i n q  r e s o u r c e s  and 

m a r k e t s .  T h e s e  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  he  a s s e r t s ,  l a c k  t h e  c a p a c i t y  

t o  form e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n s .  They w e re  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  w i t h ­

o u t  e n t e r p r i s e s  ( G e e r t z ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  2 8 ) .

I n  t h e  same s t u d y ,  G e e r t z  o b s e r v e s  t h e  b a z a a r  i n  M o d lo k u -

t o .  He d e s c r i b e s  i t  a s  a  p l a c e  w i t h  f r a g m e n t e d  commerce and
*
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a i a r u e  number  o f  u n r e l a t e d  p e r s o n - t o - p e r s o n  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  

T h i s  i s  i n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  " t o  t h e  f i r m - c e n t e r e d  e c o n o m i e s  of  

t h e  w e s t ,  w h e re  t r a d e  and i n d u s t r y  o c c u r  t h r o u q h  i m p e r s o n a l ­

l y - d e f i n e d  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s "  ( G e e r t z ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  2 8 ) ,  and 

t h e  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s .  The b a z a a r  economy 

l a c k e d  r a t i o n a l  m eans  o f  r e d u c i n q  c o s t s .  P e t t y  s p e c u l a t i o n  

and  s n o r t - r u n  o p p o r t u n i s m  w ere  t h e r e f o r e  p r e v a l e n t .  T h e r e  

was l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  b o o k - k e e p i n q ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  i t  was 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r ,  and  r a t i o n a l i z e  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a n s ­

a c t i o n s .  B a r q a i n i n q  b e tw e en  b u y e r  a n d  s e l l e r  s e r v e d  t o  f o c u s  

c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  t r a n s a c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  

on l o n q - r u n ,  m a r k e t - c o n t r o l l e d  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r a t e q i e s .  Thus 

t h e r e  was a l a c k  o f  f i x e d  p r i c e s  a n d  n o n e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  

a s s o c i a t e d  i n  U e s e t e r n  e c o n o m i e s  w i t h  m a r k e t i n q  ( G e e r t z ,  

1 9 6 3 ,  p p .  3 2 - 3 3 ) .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  c r e d i t  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  

was n o t  s i m p l y  t o  e n a b l e  t r a d e  t o  p r o c e e d ,  b u t  t o  s t a b i l i z e  

and  r e q u l a r i z e  t h e  s o c i a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n a l  t i e s  b e tw e e n  t r a d ­

e r s  on w h ic h  commerce d e p e n d e d .  G e e r t z  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t :

I n  s h o r t ,  w h a t e v e r  i s  o b s t r u c t i n q  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  ‘ 
o f  a modern  economy o u t  o f  t h e  q e n e r a l  b a c k q r o u n d  
o f  t h e  b a z a a r  econom y,  i t  i s  n o t  a  l a c k  o f  a 
" b u s i n e s s - l i k e "  o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a -  
s a r  t r a d e r s .  C o m m erc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  n o t  h e r e  
e n t a n q l e d  i n  an awkward an d  c o m p l i c a t e d  f a b r i c  o f  
s o c i a l  p r e i u d i c e s  and o b l i q a t i o n s  w h ich  i n h i b i t  
r a t i o n a l  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  e q o i s t i c  b e h a v i o r ,  o r  t e c h ­
n i c a l  p r o f i c i e n c y .  The b a z a a r  economy i s  t r a d i ­
t i o n a l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t s  f u n c t i o n i n q  i s  r e q u -  
l a t e d  by f i x e d  c u s t o m s  o f  t r a d e  h a l l o w e d  by 
c e n t u r i e s  o f  c o n t i n o u s  u s e ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  
t h a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a s y s t e m  i n  w h ic h  e c o n o m i c  b e ­
h a v i o r  i s  n o t  v e r y  w e l l  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r o m  o t h e r
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s o r t s  o f  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r .  What t h e  b a z a a r  economy 
l a c k s  i s  n o t  e lb o w  room b u t  o r q a n i z a t i o n .  n o t  
f r e e d o m  b u t  fo rm  ( G e e r t z .  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 7 ) .

h o t b l a t  makes  t h e  same p o i n t  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  an I r a n i a n  

b a z a a r :

E v i d e n c e  f rom  a c a s e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Q a z v in  B a z a a r  
h a s  shown t h a t  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a r -  
k e t i n q  a r r a n q e r a e n t s  i s  i n  l a r q e  p a r t  b a s e d  upon 
t n e  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h a t  
m a r k e t p l a c e  and t h e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
w h ich  i m p i n q e  upon  i t  ( R o t b l a t ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  132) •

T h e s e  f e a t u r e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e d u c e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n ­

n o v a t i o n  amonq t h e  b a z a a r i s  an d  a r e ,  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  

i m p e d i m e n t s  t o  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Amonq s t r u c t u r a l l y  i n ­

d u c e d  o b s t a c l e s  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e :

1) The m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  s m a l l - s c a l e  a q r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c e r s  s e r v i n q  t h e  Q a z v i n  M a r k e t ;  (2) t h e  mul­
t i p l i c i t y  o f  s m a l l  s c a l e  b u y e r s ;  (3) t h e  u n c e r ­
t a i n t y  and  i r r e q u l a r i t y  o f  s u p p l y ;  (4)  t h e  r e ­
s t r i c t i o n  on c o m p e t i t i o n  amonq a q e n t s  c a u s e d  by 
(a) t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  s u p p l y  p a t t e r n s ,  (b) t h e  e x ­
i s t e n c e  o f  com m uni ty  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  an d  (c)  t h e  
i n a b i l i t y  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  p r i c e s  o r  c o m m is s io n  
r a t e s ;  an d  (5) t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  on a c c u m u l a t i n g  
s u r p l u s  c a p i t a l  which c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  r i s k - t a k i n q  
o f  o t h e r  f o rm s  o f  r e i n v e s t m e n t  ( h o t b l a t ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .
144) .

A l l  t h e  a b o v e  s t u d i e s  i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  modern e c o ­

nom ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  I r a n  c a n  be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m ,  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  t r a i t s ,  an d  t h e  p r e v a ­

l e n c e  o f  I s l a m i c  i d e a s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  an d  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s .

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  a b o v e  a r q u m e n t s  R o d in s o n  r e m a r k s  t h a t

Econom ic  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  s e a r c h  t o r  p r o f i t ,  t r a d e ,  
and c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  m a r k e t ,  a r e  
l o o k e d  upon w i t h  no l e s s  f a v o u r  by Musl im t r a d i ­
t i o n  t h a n  by t h e  Koran  i t s e l f .  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1972 ,
P .  1 6 )
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He c o n c l u d e s  t h a t

The a l l e q e d  f u n d a m e n t a l  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  I s l a m  t o  
c a p i t a l i s m  i s  a m y th ,  w n e t h e r  t h i s  v iew  b e  p u t  
f o r w a r d  w i t h  qood i n t e n t i o n  o r  b a d .  On t h e  t h e o ­
r e t i c a l  p l a n e ,  t h e  Muslim r e l i q i o n  p r e s e n t s  n o  o b ­
j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  (Ro­
b i n s o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  1 5 5 ) .

M o re o v e r ,  R o d in s o n  i s  i n  a q r e e m e n t  w i t h  P o l a n y  ( P o l a n y i ,  

1957) t h a t  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Musl im U o r l d  t o o k  

p l a c e  w i t h i n  a s y s t e m  o f  e c o n o m ic  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  ( t r a d i n q  

c o m p a n ie s )  w h ich  w ere  n o t  im bedded  i n  n o n - e c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c l a n .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  r e q a r d  t o  p r i c e  r e g u l a ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  b a z a a r ,  h e  s a y s  t h a t  I s l a m i c  j u r i s p r u d e n c e  c o n ­

demns p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  m ig h t  d i s t u r b  t h e  f r e e  p l a y  a n d  f l o w  o f  

s u p p l y  a n d  dem and :  "a  t r a d i t i o n  a l l e q e d l y  d e r i v e d  f rom  t h e

P r o p h e t  h i m s e l f  condemns o b l i q a t o r y  p r i c e - f i x i n q ,  t h a t  i s ,  

t h e  'm a x im u m ' ,  t h e  l a y i n q  down o f  p r i c e - l e v e l s  by a u t h o r i t y * '  

( h o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  3U ) .

S e c o n d l y ,  he  show s  how p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  m a r k e t  was 

more h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  t h a n  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  m o d e r n i z a ­

t i o n  t h e s i s  a d m i t :

T h i n q s  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  o t h e r w i s e ,  when we c o n ­
s i d e r  how v e r y  many to w n s  t h e r e  w e re  whose means 
o f  s u b s i s t a n c e  c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e  come f ro m  t h e  c o u n ­
t r y s i d e  w h e t h e r  n e a r  o r  d i s t a n t ,  and how many s p e ­
c i a l i s t  o c c u p a t i o n s  e x i s t e d . . . a  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  
t h a t  was c a r r i e d  v e r y  f a r  i n d e e d .  I t  i s  q u i t e  o b ­
v i o u s  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  n um erous  c r a f t m e n  o f  many 
d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  an e x t r e m e l y  s u b s t a n ­
t i a l  v o lum e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  d e s t i n e d  f o r  e x c h a n g e  
( 1 9 7 2 ,  p p .  3 4 - 3 5 ) .

-  20  -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  c r a f t s m e n  and m e r c h a n t s  ( c a p i t a l i s t i c  

s e c t o r )  p o s s e s s e d  w e a l t h  i n  money,  w h ich  was a m a jo r  p a r t  

o f  t h ^ i r  p r o p e r t y .  They p l a y e d  a  c e r t a i n  r o l e  i n  p r o d u c i n q  

f o r  t h e i r  own s u b s i s t e n c e  ’' t h r o u g h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  own 

l a n d s  o r  w o r k s h o p s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  c o n t r o l  t h e s e  t h r o u q h  c r e d ­

i t . * '  They a l s o  p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  c i r ­

c u l a t i o n  by

v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  t a k i n g  o r  p u r c h a s i n q  an  i m p o r t a n t  
s h a r e  o f  a q r i c u l t u r a l  o r  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n s ,  by 
s e l l i n q  t o  r e t a i l e r s ,  o r  d i r e c t  t o  c o n s u m e r s ,  t h e  
p r o d u c t s  t h e y  h av e  t a k e n  o r  b o u q h t ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  
e i t h e r  f ro m  t h e  l a n d s  an d  w o r k s h o p s  t h e y  own o r  
c o n t r o l ,  o r  f ro m  o t h e r  l a n d s  and  w o r k s h o p s  (R o d in ­
s o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  5d) •

T h i r d ,  t h e s e  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  p l a y e d  a v i t a l  r o l e  i n  a l l  t h e

s t a q e s  o f  e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t i e s :

T h e i r  e n t e r p r i s e s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  r a t i o n a l  c a l c u l a ­
t i o n ;  t h e y  p u r s u e ,  by  m eans  o f  t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  
t h e  aim o f  i n c r e a s i n g  o f  1f r u c t i f i n q '  t h e i r  c a p i ­
t a l .  They t r a n s f o r m  t h e  l a r q e s t  p o s s i b l e  q u a n t i t y  
o f  p r o d u c t  i n t o  c o m m o d i t i e s ,  t h e y  d i r e c t  p r o d u c ­
t i o n ,  s o  f a r  a s  t h e y  c a n  t o w a r d s  e x c h a n q e - v a l -  
u e s . . .  ( R o d i n s o n , 1 9 7 2 ,  p .  5 4 ) .

I n  r e a a r u  t o  r a t i o n a l i t y  ( i n  q e n e r a l )  R o d in s o n  s a y s  t h a t :

B r o a d l y  s p e a k i n q ,  i t  would  seem t h a t  t h e  E u ro p e a n  
j u d q e  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s ,  w h e t h e r  g u i d e d  ( i n  no 
i m p e r a t i v e  f a s h i o n )  by c u s to m  t h a t  was a t  f i r s t  
o r a l  and  l a t e r  w r i t t e n ,  o r  by Roman law t h a t  
e v o l v e d  an d  was i n t e r p r e t e d  an d  a d a p t e d ,  was n o t  
so  v e r y  much more c l o s e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  by h a r d - a n d -  
f a s t  r u l e s ,  o r  s o  much l e s s  f r e e  t o  q i v e  r e i n  t o  
h i s  own v i e w s  o f  r i q h t  a n d  w ro n q ,  t h a n  t h e  q a d i  o f  
t h e  Muslim w o r l d ,  who was h i m s e l f  q u i d e d ,  i n  p r i n ­
c i p l e ,  by  t h e  huqe  c o r p u s  o f  t h e  f i q h ,  w h ich  was 
much more t h r o u q h l y  s y s t e m a t i z e d ,  u n i f i e d  an d  r a ­
t i o n a l i z e d  t h a n  was W e s t e r n  c u s to m  (1 9 7 2 ,  p .  1 0 6 ) .
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I n  t i i i s  wav n o t  o n l y  w ere  t h e r e  no o b s t a c l e s  f o r  t h e  d e ­

v e lo p m e n t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  c a p i t a l ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e r e  w ere  none  

f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  f i n a n c i a l  c a p i t a l .  T h i s  i s  sh o w n ,  

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e  b a z a a r i s '  p r a c t i c e  o f  l e n d i n q  money a t  

i n t e r e s t .  R o d i n s o n ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  d o c u m e n t s ,  p r o v e s  

t h a t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  (b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  

two c e n t u r i e s  b e f o r e )  n u m ero u s  l o a n s  a n d  p u r c h a s e s  on c r e d i t  

a r e  r e c o r d e d  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  3 9 ) ;  and i n  t h e  e l e v e n t h  

c e n t u r y  i n  I r a n ,  t h e  l e n d i n q  o f  moneny a t  i n t e r e s t  was  a 

p r o s p e r i n g  a c t i v i t y .

S i m i l a r l y ,  C h a r d i n ,  who s p o k e  P e r s i a n  and  l i v e d  f o r  a 

l o n q  t i m e  i n  I r a n ,  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  u s u r y ,  was e x t e n s i v e l y  p r a c t i c e d  by 

t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  money c h a n q e r s  ( s a r r a f s )  and m e r c h a n t  b a n k e r s .  

The p r e v a l e n t  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w ere  r e c o r d e d  a t

12* f o r  a e a l i n q  b e t w e e n  m e r c h a n t s ,  and  a t  a b o u t  d o u b l e  t h a t
' *

f o r  o u t s i d e r s .  Around t h e  same t i m e  t h e  same p r a c t i c e s  w e re  

o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  c i t y  o f  F e z ,  i n  M o ro c c o ,  t h e  

N o r th  a f r i c a  and  A l q e r i a  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p p .  4 0 - 4 4 ) .

C o n c e r n i n q  t e c h n i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n  i n  t h e  Musl im w o r l d  he  

m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n q  t h a t  Mc a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  Musl im 

d o c t r i n e  t h a t  c o u l d  h a v e  s e r v e d  a s  an o b s t a c l e  t o  t e c h n i c a l  

a c t i v i t y 1' ( 1 9 7 2 ,  p .  1 0 7 ) .  By t h e  same t o k e n ,  L o u i s  G a r d e t ,  

whose a u t h o r i t y  i s  r e c o q n i z e d  by R o d in s o n  amonq o t h e r s  i n  

t h i s  f i e l d ,  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t ,  " I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

s e e  how s t u d y  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s c i e n c e s  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  o f
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t e c h n i c a l  e q u i p m e n t  can  be  c o n t r a r y  t o  Musl im doqma" 

( G a r d e t ,  1 9 5 9 ,  p . 1 0 8 ) .

To R o b i n s o n ,  t h e  ' ' i n t e r n a l ” f a c t o r s  w h ic h  " i n  p a r t "  p r e ­

v e n t e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  m odern  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  t h e  Muslim 

w o r l d ,  w ere  m ore  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c ,  q e o q r a p h i c ,  

and d e m o g r a p h i c  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a n  o f  c u l t u r a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

and  r e l i q i o u s  f a c t o r s .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i m p o r t a n t  e c o ­

nomic  o b s t a c l e s ,  i n  R o d i n s o n * s  w o r d s ,  a r e :  1) p r o d u c t i o n

by. c u l t i v a t o r s  h a s  been  more  f o r  t h e i r  own s u b s i s t e n c e ,  

" u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  m a r k e t " ;  2) t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  a r e a t  l a n ­

do w n ers  h a s  b e e n  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  a c q u i r i n q ,  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

s h a r e  o f  t h e  qo o d s  p r o d u c e d  on t h e i r  e s t a t e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  

n e c e s s a r i l y  s e l l i n q  t h e s e  q o o d s  on t h e  m a r k e t ;  and 3) t h e  

a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  " w h ic h  f i q u r e s  b o t h  a s  a l a n d o w n e r  

on whose e s t a t e s  p r o d u c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  and  a s  a n  i n d u s t r i ­

a l  m o n o p o l i s t  c a r r y i n q  on p r o d u c t i o n  i n  i t s  w o r k s h o p s "  (Ro­

d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p p .  5 4 - 5 5 ) .  The a e m o q r a p h i c  f a c t o r  may a l s o  

n a v e  r e t a r d e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  d u e  t o  t h e  r e l ­

a t i v e  d e n s i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h ich  p r o v i d e s  "a  s u p p l y  

o f  p l e n t i f u l  and  c h e a p  l a b o u r - p o w e r • • . q i v i n q  l i t t l e  i n c e n ­

t i v e  t o  t h e  m ak inq  o f  i n n o v a t i o n s "  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  5 7 ) .

A n o t h e r  key  o b s t a c l e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  modern c a p i ­

t a l i s m ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  R o d i n s o n ,  w ere  t h e  p o l i c i e s  an d  a c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p o w e r s .  Ue w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h i s  b e l o w .

-  23 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



2.1 m e NEQ-MBMSI SEEBQ&CH

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  e m p h a s i s  on i n t e r n a l ,  l a r q e l y  c u l t u r a l  

f a c t o r s ,  i n  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  N e o - M a r x i s t  s t u d i e s  h a v e  

f o c u s s e d  on e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o l o n i a l  p e n e ­

t r a t i o n ,  a s  t h e  m a in  s o u r c e  o f  e c o n o m i c  u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  

t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld .  The l a c k  o f  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  c a p i t a l i s t  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h o s e  n a t i o n s  i s  n o t  d u e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  po­

s i t i o n ,  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  an d  a r c h a i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

b u t  t o  a  d y n a m ic  w h ich  was i n s t i q a t e d  and o r q a n i z e d  a s  an  

a s p e c t  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  F r a n k  s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s

. . .  w i d e l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  u n d e r d e ­
v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  c o u n t r y  c a n  be  u n d e r e s t o o d  a s  t h e  
p r o d u c t  o r  r e f l e c t i o n  s o l e l y  o f  i t s  own e c o n o m i c ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o r  
s t r u c t u r e .  Y e t  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  d e m o n s t r a t e s  
t h a t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  i n  l a r g e  
p a r t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o d u c t  o f  p a s t  and c o n t i n u i n q  
e co n o m ic  and  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s a t e l l i t e  
u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  and  t h e  now d e v e l o p e d  m e t r o p o l i t a n  
c o u n t r i e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  an  
e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  an d  d e v e l e l o p m e n t  
o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m  on  t h e  w o r ld  s c a l e  a s  a 
w hole  ( F r a n k ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p . 3) •

F r a n k s '  c o n c l u s i o n  drawn upon  B a r a n ' s  c l a s s i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  t h e  q l o b a l  e f f e c t s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e l o p m e n t ( D a r a n ,  

1 9 5 7 ) .  Baran  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  s e c t o r s  a r e

n e c e s s a r y  and i n e v i t a b l e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  c a p i ­

t a l ,  t h a t  a  l a c k  o f  " m o d e r n i z a t i o n "  i s  n o t  an i n s t a n c e  o f  

c u l t u r a l l y - i n d u c e d  e c o n o m i c  l a q .  T h u s ,  W e s te rn  e c o n o m ic  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  c r e a t e d  u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  E a s t :

The p r i m a r y  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  was m ak inq
r a p i d  p r o q r e s s ,  c r a f t s  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e x p a n d e d ,  
and m o u n t in g  r e v o l t s  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  com bined
w i t h  i n c r e a s i n q  p r e s s u r e  f ro m  t h e  r i s i n q  b o u r q e o i ­
s i e  e v e r y w h e r e  s h o o k  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e
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p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r .  T h i s  can  b e  s e e n  w h e t h e r  we 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  R u s s i a  
ana  i n  E a s t e r n  and  S o u t h e a s t e r n  E u r o p e  o r  w h e t h e r  
we r e t r a c e  t h e  b e q i n n i n q  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  I n d i a ,  
t h e  N ea r  E a s t ,  o r  e v e n  C h in a  ( B a r a n ,  1 9 5 7 ,  p .
1 4 0 ) .

T h i s  i s  n o t ,  h e  c o n t i n u e s ,  t o  deny  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  g e o g ­

r a p h y ,  c l i m a t e ,  p o l i t i c s ,  c u l t u r e  and  r e l i g i o n .  f t l l  o f  

t h e s e  c e r t a i n l y  c r e a t e  d i v e r g e n c i e s  i n  l e v e l s  a n d  r a t e s  o f  

i n c r e a s e  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h ich  c a p i t a l  a c ­

c u m u l a t i o n  f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t s .  B u t

w h a t e v e r  i t s  z i g z a q s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  movement see m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  same 
t o r  t h e  b a c k w a r d  e c h e l o n s  a s  f o r  t h e  f o r w a r d  c o n ­
t i n g e n t s  ( B a r a n ,  1 9 5 7 ,  p .  1 4 0 ) .

Baran  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

w e s t e r n  E u r o p e  l e f t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  b e h i n d
w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  by no means a  m a t t e r  o f  f o r t u i t o u s  
a c c i d e n t  o r  o f  some r a c i a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  d i f ­
f e r e n t  p e o p l e s .  I t  was a c t u a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e
n a t u r e  o f  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i t s e l f "
( B a r a n ,  1 9 5 7 ,  p p .  1 4 0 - 1 4 1 ) .

The n e o - M a r x i s t s  s t r e s s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  W e s t e r n  i m p e r i a l i s m  

n o t  o n l y  c a u s e d  b a c k w a r d n e s s  i n  t h e  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  w o r l d ,  

b u t  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h o s e  n a t i o n s  i n  

ways t h a t  w e re  s u i t a b l e  f o r  c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  c o u n t r i e s .  W r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  C h i l e a n  e x p e r i ­

e n c e  i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  F r a n k  com­

m en ts  t h a t  " C h i l e  h a s  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  m ark ed  by t h e  e c o ­

n o m ic ,  s o c i a l ,  an d  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s a t e l l i t e  

u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t "  ( F r a n k ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p . 7) .
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Many I r a n i a n  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  em p lo y ed  t h i s  c o n c e p t  

o f  " t n e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  u n d e r d e v e l o p i u e n t "  a s  a p o i n t  o f  d e ­

p a r t u r e  i n  o r a e r t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  o f  I r a n ,  

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  N i ru m a n d ,  a n  I r a n i a n  s o c i o l o q i s t ,  s u q q e s t s  

t h a t ,  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  West

c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  I r a n ' s  e c o n o m ic  
s t r u c t u r e  i n  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  a s  t o  a v o i d  t h e  d a n q e r  
o f  p r e c i p i t a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  on t h e  one  h a n d ,  a n d ,  
on t h e  o t h e r ,  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o n s t a n t  p r e s e n c e  o f  
f o r e i q n  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  As a l l  m a c h i n e r y  and s p a r e  
p a r t s  c an  be  i m p o r t e d ,  I r a n  d o e s  n o t  need  t o  d e ­
v e l o p  i n d u s t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  f o r e i q n  c r e d i t s  
a r e  a l w a y s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  make up  t h e  l a r q e  i m p o r t  
q u o t a s  (N iru m an d ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 4 5 ) .

Thouqh t h e  n e o - M a r x i a n  e m p h a s i s  on  " e x t e r n a l i t i e s "  s e r v e s  

t o  open  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t - u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  a 

more  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  q l o b a l ,  a n a l y s i s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a d e q u a t e ­

l y  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  r o l e  o f  i n t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  d i s c u s s e d  by Ro­

d i n s o n  i n  i t s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t .  B a r r i n g t o n  

M o o r e ' s  comment on t h e  d e c a y  o f  I m p e r i a l  C h i n a  a n d  t h e  o r i ­

g i n s  o f  communism i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m :

M a r x i s t s  make t o o  much o f  t h e  way W e s te rn  i m p e r i ­
a l i s t s  s t i f l e d  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  C h i n a .  
( N a t i o n l i s t s  i n  I n d i a  a l s o  u s e  t h i s  c o n v e n i e n t  
s c a p e q o a t . )  None o f  t h i s  c o u l d  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  w i t h ­
o u t  p r i o r  s t i f l i n q  by p u r e l y  d o m e s t i c  f o r c e s  
(M oore ,  1 9 6 7 ,  p .  1 7 7 ) .

But  Moore q o e s  t o o  f a r  i n  h i s  a s s i q n m e n t  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  

t h e  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s .  A l l  t h a t  i s  c l e a r  i s  t h a t  b o t h  t y p e s  

o f  f a c t o r  a r e  a t  work i n  u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and  t h a t  t h e y  o p ­

e r a t e  i n  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .
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2 . 2  CQNQLUSJOfc!

The e n t e r p r e n u e r s  i n  I r a n  w ere  m e n t a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y  

c a p a o l e  o f  d e v e l o p i n q  a n a t i o n a l  econ o m y ,  e i t h e r  i n  i m i t a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  West  o r  by f o r q i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p a t h  o f  e c o n o m ic  

d e v e l o p m e n t . T h u s ,  i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  t h e  d e ­

v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s ,  and  c a p i t a l i s m  c o u l d  o c c u r  

a n y w h e r e ,  q i v e n  c e r t a i n  b a s e  c o n d i t i o n s  (some l e v e l  o f  p r i o r  

a c c u m u l a t i o n ) ,  a d e q u a t e  r e s o u r c e s ,  a l a c k  o f  e x t e r n a l  i n t e r ­

f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  n a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and  a c c e s s  t o  

t h e  w o r ld  m a r k e t s .

I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o v e ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  
o f  k n o w l e d q e ,  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  c o n q u e s t s  had  
n e v e r  o c c u r r e d ,  t h e  M usl im  s o c i e t i e s  would  h a v e  
e n g e n d e r e d  a c a p i t a l i s t  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n -  
A m e r ic an  t y p e .  Nor c a n  i t  be p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e y  
w ere  i n c a p a b l e  o f  e n q e n d e r i n q  s u c h  a  f o r m a t i o n .
On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  e v e r y t h i n g  seem s  t o  p o i n t  t o  
t h e i r  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w h i c h ,  
i f  c e r t a i n  d e v e l o p m e n t s  had t a k e n  p l a c e ,  c o u l d ,  
q i v e n  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h a v e  l e d  t o  s o m e t h i n g  
o f  t h e  k i n d .  The f a c t  i s  s i m p l e ,  t h a t  t h e s e  d e ­
v e l o p m e n t s ,  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  were  n o t  t h e r e  a t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  i m p a c t  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  
p .  1 3 b ) .

In  I r a n ,  c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e l o p m e n t  b eq an  f i r s t  a s  an  i m i t a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  West byf some I r a n i a n  e n t r e p r e n u e r s  i n  t h e  n i n e ­

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  some d e v e l o p m e n t  t o o k

13 o t h e r  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  u s e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  mode o f  
p r o d u c t i o n  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
c a p i t a l i s m  i n  I r a n .  The R u s s i a n  and I r a n i a n  s o c i o l o g i s t s  
I v a n o f ,  T a b a r i ,  and  S o d a g a r  t a l k  a b o u t  f e u d a l i s m  i n  n i n e ­
t e e n t h  a n d / o r  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  ( u n t i l  t h e  l a n d  r e f o r m  o f  
1963) • The  M a o i s t s  ( l i k e  b e n a b ,  1977) c a l l  t h e  a b o v e
p e r i o d  s e m i - f e u d a l ,  s e r a i - c o l o n i a l .  M. G o d e l i e r  (1964) 
and A b ra h a m ia n  (1975)  e x p l o r e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  A s i a t i c  mode 
o t  p r o d u c t i o n .

-  27 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t * s  p l a n  f o r  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n .  B u t  in  

b o t h  p e r i o d s ,  t h e  e n t r e p r e n u e r s  w e re  u n d e r  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  

of  f o r e i g n  p o w e rs  and t h e  s t a t e .

The l i m i t a t i o n s  i n c u r r e d  t h r o u q h  t h i s  d o m i n a t i o n  b r o u q h t  

a b o u t  s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  T h e s e  w i l l  b e  t h e  

main  t o p i c  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  T h a t  i s ,  s i n c e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  s t a t e  and  f o r e i q n  d o m i n a t i o n  l i m i t e d  t h e  e c o n o m ic  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  b a z a a r  e n t r e p r e n u e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  b e i n q  

t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  d e e p - r o o t e d  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  e c o n o m ic  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  b a z a a r  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s m  an d  t h e  

b a z a a r  a n d  t h e  s t a t e .  m ore  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  o r i q i n s  o f  

t h e s e  c o n f l i c t s  w e r e :

1 .  The  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o w e r s '  e x p l o i t a t i o n  an d  d o m i n a t i o n  

o f  I r a n  t h r o u q h  e c o n o m ic  and  m i l i t a r y  m e a n s .

2 .  T he  l i m i t i n q  o f  e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t i e s  and  q r a d u a l  d e ­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  w o r k s h o p s  and  s m a l l  i n d u s ­

t r i e s ,  by  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  p r o t e c t  l o c a l  

e n t e r p r i s e s  f ro m  a f l o o d  o f  i m p o r t s .

3 .  The c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  economy b y ,  and  f o r ,  t h e  

s t a t e  and  i t s  d e p e n d e n t  b o u r q e o i s i e .

The r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h e  b a z a a r i s  w e re  u n a b l e  t o  s u s t a i n  

o r  e x p a n d  p r o d u c t i o n .  The m a io r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  was 

t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  a s u s t a i n e d  b a z a a r - b a s e d  r e s i s t a n c e  move­

m ent  a g a i n s t  W es ten  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  s t a t e  

p o w e r .
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Y e t ,  on f i r s t  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  o n e  m i q h t  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  

b a z a a r  was t o o  f r a q m e n t e d  and  rem oved  f rom  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  

f o r c e s  i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  economy t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  b a s e  f o r  any 

c u t  t h e  m ost  t r a d i t i o n a l  an d  a c q u i e s c e n t  f o r m s  o f  p o l i t i c s .  

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  b a z a a r  i n  s u f f i ­

c i e n t  d e t a i l  a n d  w i t h  p r o p e r l y  s e n s i t i z i n g  c o n c e p t s  t o  e s ­

t a b l i s h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d i m e n s i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  a c o l l e c t i v e  i n t e r e s t ,  o r  i n t e r e s t s ,  and
t

t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  m ore  c o m p le x  and  r e s p o n s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o ­

c e s s e s  t h a n  m iq h t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  e x p e c t e d .
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C h a p t e r  I I I  

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE BAZAAR

To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b a z a a r  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  and 

i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a n q e s  o f  

I r a n i a n  s o c i e t y  some d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k q ro u n d  

i s  e s s e n t i a l .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  b a z a a r ' s  im­

p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  c i t y ,  

i t s  m o r p h o l o q y ,  i t s  p h y s i c a l  t i e s  t o  t h e  m o s q u e s ,  and  i t s  

r e l a t i o n s  t o  o t h e r  s i q n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  p u b l i c  l i f e  and 

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we w i l l  d i s c u s s ,  t o  some e x ­

t e n t ,  t h e  e c o n o m ic  and  p o l i t i c a l  r o l e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  q r o u p s  

o f  b a z a a r i s  and  t h e  q u i l d s .  T h i s  w i l l  b e a r  on  i t s  r e l a t i v e  

au tonom y o f  t h e  p o l i t y  v i s  a v i s  t h e  s t a t e .

3.1 THE. g&Z&Afi IN Igg ISLAMIC c m

The a d v e n t  o f  I s l a m  t o  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  b r o u q h t  an  u r b a n  

i m p u l s e  t o  s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  t r i b a l .  

I s l a m i c  v i r t u e  ( p a r t l y  a r e l i q i o n  o f  m e r c a n t i l i s t s )  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n  an u r b a n - l i k e  e x p a n d i n q  com m uni ty  and 

s o c i a l  o r d e r .

I s l a m i c  c i v i l i z a t i o n  qrew f ro m  t h e  7 t h  c e n t u r y  and s p r e a d  

t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  With t h i s  came t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  t h e
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Muslim c i t y .  The " I s l a m i c  c i t y "  s p r e a d  t o ,  and  to o k  r o o t s  

i n ,  S p a i n  and  N o r th  A f r i c a ,  E q y p t ,  S y r i a ,  I r a q ,  and  I r a n .  

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s t i n q u i s h  t h e  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  h a l f  

o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  w o r l d ,  w i t h  t h e i r  common h e r i t a q e  f rom  

G r e e c e ,  Rome a n d  B y z a n t i u m ,  f rom  o t h e r  I s l a m i c  c i t i e s  ( H o u r -  

a n i ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p p .  1 2 - 1 3 ) .  Yet  e v e n  t h e r e ,  t h e  t h r e a d  o f  I s l a m ­

i c  i n f l u e n c e  i s  p r o m i n e n t  a n d  p e r v a s i v e :

The b r o t h e r s  G e o rq e  a n d  W i l l i a m  M a r c a i s ,  w o r k i n q  
i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  s u q g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  
I s l a m i c  c i t y  was d e t e r m i n e d  o n l y  i n  p a r t  by  t h e  
e x i q e n c i e s  o f  power  (w h ich  d e c i d e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
w h ere  t h e  c i t a d e l ,  t h e  w a l l  and  t h e  q a t e s  s h o u l d  
b e ) , b u t  i n  p a r t  a l s o  by t h e i r  b e i n q  I s l a m i c ;  o r ,  
i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  i s  n e c ­
e s s a r y  f o r  I s l a m ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  o n l y  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  
v i r t u o u s  l i f e  a s  I s l a m  c o n c e i v e s  i t  c a n  b e  f u l l y  
l i v e d  ( H o u r a n i ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  1 2 ) •

G eo rq e  and  W i l l i a m  M a r c a i s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  I s l a m i c  c i t y  o f  

N o r th  A f r i c a  a s  f o l l o w s :  t h e  c o n q r e q a t i o n a l  mosque o r  F r i d a y  

Mosque l a y  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y .  The r e l i q i o u s  s c h o o l  

was l o c a t e d  b e n e a t h  i t s  s h a d o w .  From t h e s e  e m a n a t e d  a  h i e r ­

a r c h y  o f  s u q s  o r  b a z a a r s ,  "w h o se  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

mosque a n d  s c h o o l  was d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  r e l i q i o u s  r o l e  o f  

t h e  goo d s  t h e y  s o l d  o r  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  S h a r i a  t o w a r d  th e m "  

( H o u r a n i ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  1 2 ) .  Beyond t h i s  z o n e  t h e r e  w e re  l o c a t e d  

t n e  r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a r t e r s ,  and b ey o n c  t h e  w a l l  i t s e l f  w ere  

t h e  c e m e t e r i e s  and s h r i n e s  o f  s a i n t s  ( H o u r a n i ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  1 2 ) .

The c l a s s i c a l  c i t i e s  p l a n n e d  by I r a n i a n s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  

t h e  S e l u c i d s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  c o l o n a d e d  a v e n u e s ,  Z o r o a s t r i a n  te m ­

p l e s ,  an d  b a z a a r s ,  were  s l o w l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  a f t e r  t h e  a d v e n t  

of  I s l a m ,  t h o u q h  n e v e r  t o t a l l y  c h a n q e d .  Mosques  g r a d u a l l y
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took, t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  t e m p l e s  and  becam e p a r t  o f  t h e  s p a t i a l  

a r r a n g e m e n t  an d  o r q a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  ( s e e  H o u r a n i ,  

1 9 7 0 ,  o .  I k ) •

I f  we c o n s t r u c t  a p i c t u r e  o f  what  a p u r e  t y p e  o f  I s l a m i c  

c i t y  would l o o k  l i k e ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  two b a s i c  o r q a n i z i n q  e l ­

e m e n t s :  t h e  c i t a d e l  and a c e n t r a l  u r b a n  c o m p le x .  The l a t t e r  

would i n c l u d e  t h e  q r e a t  m o s q u e , t h e  r e l i q i o u s  s c h o o l ,  t h e  b a ­

z a a r ,  a q r e a t  p l a z a  ( A r q ) , a n d  main  s t r e e t s .  The s i q n i f i -  

c a n t  o f  t h e  q r e a t  mosque i n  I s l a m i c  c i t y - p a t t e r n s , a n d  i t s  

s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b a z a a r  i s  o b v i o u s  t o  a n y o n e  who h a s  

v i s i t e d  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  c i t y  ( s e e  H o u r a n i ,  

1 9 7 0 ,  p p .  2 1 - 2 3 ) .  The q r e a t  m o sq u e ,  o r  F r i d a y  mosque (ma- 

■ j i d - a l - i a m i a ) ,  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  r e l i q i o u s  a c t i v i ­

t i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  a s s e m b l y  p l a c e  f o r  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  

t h e  c i t y ,  a p l a c e  o f  c o n t a c t  f o r  e v e r y o n e ,  o r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

F i s h e l ,  a  k i n d  o f  f o r u m .

T h i s  p l a c e  i s  a q r e a t  c i t y  o r  a p l a c e  c o m p a r a b l e  
t o  a  c i t y ,  w r o t e  t h e  c h r o n i c l e r  a l - B a k r i  i n  t h e  
e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b e c a u s e  o n e  f i n d s  i n  i t  a F r i d a y  
mosque n e a r  t h e  b a z a a r ,  s o  d e s p i t e  t h e  h a r a  s y s t e m  
and  i t s  c e n t r i f u q a l  f o r c e ,  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
t h e  c i t y  w ere  -jo ined  i n  a  h i g h e r  u n i t y ,  t h a t  o f  
Mumma,” t h e  com m uni ty  o f  f a i t h f u l  ( F i s h e l ,  1 9 5 0 ,  
p .  230) .

The l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m osque  n e a r  o r  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  i s  t h e  

d e c i s i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  I s l a m i c  u r b a n  e c o l o g y :  t h e  tw o  t o g e t h e r

w e re  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y  and  i t s  h u b s .  I n  l a r q e  c i t i e s  

o n e  f i n d s  s m a l l e r  m osques  a n d  b a z a a r s .  B u t  t h e s e  a r e  a l ­

ways s u b s i d i a r y  t o  t h e  q r e a t  mosque a n d  g r e a t  b a z a a r .  The 

s m a l l e r  b a z a a r s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  q r e a t  b a z a a r s  f o r  t h e i r
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s u p p l y  o f  q o o d s ,  and t h e  q r e a t  m osque  i s  t h e  m a jo r  inosque 

w h ich  h o l d s  t h e  F r i d a y  p r a y e r .  I n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  q r e a t  b a ­

z a a r ,  t h e r e  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  a r q  o r  t h e  c i t y  s q u a r e ,  and t h e  

p a l a c e .  N e a r b y ,  o f f i c i a l s  and  l e a d i n q  r e l i q i o u s  and m er ­

c h a n t  f a m i l i e s  make t h e i r  h o m e s .  Beyond t h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  t h e  

r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  m a s s e s .  T h e s e  a r e  c a l l e d  h e r -  

a t ,  m a h a l l a t  ( m a l l e t ) ,  o r  a k h t a t .  Some r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a r t e r s  

h a v e  a s m a l l  l o c a l  m a r k e t  c a l l e d  " b a z a a r c h e h , M an d  p e r h a p s  

w o r k s h o p s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  f o r  w e a v i n q .

C e n t r a l i z a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  t h i s  e c o l o q y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e  

2 0 t n  c e n t u r y  wore  o n .  The b a z a a r  a r e a ,  o n c e  t h e  c e n t e r  of  

t h e  c i t y ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  became an  o l d  f o r q o t t e n  s e c t o r ,  n e g ­

l e c t e d  by t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  b a z a a r s  

f e l l  i n t o  d i s r e p a i r .  I t  was o n l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  

S h a h ' s  r u l e ,  1 9 7 8 ,  and d u e  t o  r i s i n g  a n t i - s t a t e  a c t i v i s m  

t h a t  t h e  r e a i m e  p r o m i s e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  b a -
t

z a a r s .  The n e q l e c t  i t s e l f  had  b e e n  p a r t  o f  p o l i c i e s  a d o p t e d  

by Reza Shah  i n  h i s  e a r l y  d a y s .  I t  r e f l e c t e d  an e m p h a s i s  on 

c e n t r a l i z e d  t y p e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b a n k s  and t r a d ­

i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,  i n  t h e  new c i t y  c e n t e r .  T h e s e  p o l i c i e s  c o n ­

t i n u e d  u n d e r  h i s  s o n  w i t h  t h e  ad d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

S h a h ,  o r  t h e  s t a t e - o w n e d ,  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r s ,  c h a i n - s t o r e s ,  

i a r q e  e x p o r t - i m p o r t  f i r m s ,  and  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s .  A rq ,  o n c e  

t n e  o n l y  m a jo r  c i t y  s q u a r e  and  t h e  n e a r e s t  p l a c e  f o r  r e c r e a ­

t i o n  and  s o c i a l  q a t h e r i n q ,  g a v e  way t o  o t h e r  s q u a r e s ,  p a r k s ,  

an d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and  c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The S h a h ' s
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p a l a c e  a l s o  moved a s  f a r  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  T e h ra n  a s  p o s s i ­

b l e ;  and w i t h  t h a t ,  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  q o v e m m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  some 

w e l l - t o - d o  c l e r q y  and  m e r c h a n t s  moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  and  t o  

t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y .

3.2 INlEfiNAL QHARaCXEBISIICS 0£ XfcE BAZAAR

The s i q n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  c i t i e s  h a s  

b e e n  d e c l i n i n q .  H ow ever ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  

t h e  e c o n o m ic  and  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  a w h o l e .

MpjreiiQlQgY e£ Sazan

The b a z a a r  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  

i t  i s  com posed  p r i m a r i l y  o f  row s  o f  s h o p s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  k h a n s ,  

and  q a y s a r i y y e s  o r  c a r a v a n s a r i e s  f o r  b o t h  w h o l e - s a l i n q  and 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  A s i d e  f rom t h e s e ,  t h e  b a z a a r  h a d ,  i n  e a r l i e r  

t i m e s ,  c o n t a i n e d  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i e . ,  s c h o o l s ,  

m o n a s t e r i e s ,  and  b a t h s .  T h e r e ,  t o o ,  o n e  c o u l d  f i n d  s c r i b e s ,  

o f f i c i a l  w i t n e s s e s ,  t a x  c o l l e c t o r s ,  and j u d q e s  w o r k in g  a t  

t h e i r  b o o t h s .  As a r u l e ,  t h e  b a z a a r  was and  s t i l l  i n  some 

p l a c e s  i s ,  a c o n q l o m e r a t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n q s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  w h ich  

i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  o u t s i d e r s  t o  c o m p r e h e n d .  B u s i n e s s  i s  a c t u ­

a l l y  t r a n s a c t e d  i n  r o o f e d - o v e r  p a s s a q e s  r u n n i n q  b e t w e e n  t h e  

b l o c k s .  T h e s e  r o o f s  a r e  v a u l t e d  w i t h  g e o m e t r i c a l l y - s h a p e d  

h o l e s  t h a t  s e r v e  t o  l i g h t  t h e  b a z a a r .

- 3« -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



The c a r a v a n s a r i e s  d e r i v e d  t h e i r  name f ro m  t h e  o l d  c e n t e r s

o f  c a r a v a n  t r a d e .  Now, t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d  and  s p e ­

c i a l i z e d  a s  r e c e i v i n g  and  d i s t r i b u t i n g  c e n t e r s  f o r  q o o d s  o f  

a l l  s o r t s  and  a l l  o r i q i n s .  They t y p i c a l l y  b e l o n q  t o  t h e  b i g  

t r a d e r s  whose b u s i n e s s  i n v o l v e s  d i s t r i b u t i n g  q o o d s  and ma­

t e r i a l  t h r o u a h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  B u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s i m p l y

w h o l e s a l e  m a r k e t s  an d  w a r e h o u s e s .  They h a v e  o f f i c e s  and  a c ­

c o m m o d a t io n s  f o r  r e q i o n a l  a n d  f o r e i q n  m e r c h a n t s .  F o r  exam­

p l e ,  t h e  c a r a v a n s a r i  o f  t h e  I s f a h a n  b a z a a r ,  w h i c h  was b u i l t  

by t h e  S a f a v i d s  (15 0 0 - 1 7 2 2 ) ,  h ad  a t o t a l  o f  140  room s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  s p r e a d  t h r o u q h  two f l o o r s .  At t h e  e n d  o f  

t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  c l o t h  m e r c h a n t s  f r o m  T a b r i z ,  Q az­

v i n ,  A r d a b i l ,  I n d i a  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  u sed  t h e  g r o u n d - f l o o r  

r o o m s .  J e w e l e r s ,  g o l d s m i t h s ,  a n d  e n g r a v e r s  had t h e i r  

s t o r e s  and  s h o p s  on t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r  (G aube ,  1 9 7 9 ) •

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c a r a v a n s a r i e s  t h e r e  a r e  many n e w ly  

b u i l t  p a s s a q e s  c a l l e d  s a r a s .  One o f  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s 1* ( w i t h  

i t s  d e m o g r a p h i c  c o m p o s i t i o n )  was d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  n e w s p a p e r  

i t t i l a a t  when i t  r e p o r t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  f i r e  i n  t h e  b a ­

z a a r :

I n s i d e  t h e  S a r a - y e  Aramaneh ( C h r i s t i a n  P a s s a g e )  
and a l l  a r o u n d  i t  t h e r e  w ere  60 w o o l ,  s i l k  and  
t e x t i l e  s t o r e s ;  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  t o o  t h e r e  w ere  
c o m m e r c i a l  c h a m b e r s  a n d  some o f  t h e  room s  b e l o n g e d  
t o  t a i l o r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  t h e r e  w e re  some 
60 t a b l e s ,  s h e l v e s ,  a n d  s t a l l s  o f  t e x t i l e s  a r o u n d  
t h e  s a r a  w h ere  t h e  v e n d o r s  an d  s m a l l  r e t a i l e r s

14 I t  was i n  t h e s e  p a s s a q e s  t h a t  r e l i q i o - p o l i t i c a l  c e r e m o ­
n i e s  w ere  h e l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  h o l y  m o n th s  o f  Moharram 
and Kamazan ( s e e  C h a p t e r  I V ) •
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made a l i v i n q  ( 1 9 5 1 ) .

A n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  b a z a a r s  i n  b i q  

c i t i e s  l i k e  T e h ra n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no v i s i b l e  p e r m a n e n t  

r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e m .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t h e r e  w e re  

h o u s e s  l o c a t e d  i n  b a z a a r s .  B u t ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  e x p a n *  

s i o n  and  t h e  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  e c o n o m ic  s p e c i a l t i e s  f o r m e r  

r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  h av e  been  t r a n s f o r m e d  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r ­

p o s e s  i n t o  s t o r a q e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w o r k s h o p s  and w a r e h o u s e s  o r  

e v e n  a new b a z a a r .  An e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  l a s t  i s  t h e  b a z a a r e -  

K u w e i t i h a  i n  t h e  T e h ra n  b a z a a r .  A n o t h e r  i s  t h e  b a z a a r e - K a f -  

i a s h - h a  w hich  h a s  had t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  <10 p a s s a q e s  s i n c e  

I 9 6 0 ,  d i s p l a c i n g  f o r m e r  r e s i d e n c e s  ( b a z a a r i  i n f o r m a n t ,  

1981) .

T h u s ,  t h e  T e h r a n  b a z a a r  h a s  become a  s t r i c t l y  c o m m e r c i a l  

c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  t h e r e  o f  many 

mosques  w hich  f u n c t i o n  d u r i n g  d a i l y  h o u r s 15 M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  

T e n r a n  b a z a a r ,  l i k e  o t h e r  u r b a n  b a z a a r s ,  i n c l u d e s  s p e c i a l ­

i z e d  b r a n c h e s  o f  i n d u s t r y  s u c h  a s  t h e  s h o e  s e l l e r s '  b a z a a r ,  

t h e  c a r p e t  s e l l e r s '  b a z a a r ,  t h e  j e w e l r y  s e l l e r s '  b a z a a r ,  and 

so  f o r t h ,  c o n d u c t e d  by members  o f  v a r i o u s  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s .

15 T h e se  m osaues  a r e  u s u a l l y  named a f t e r  t h e  g r o u p  who u s e d  
them o f t e n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  p r a y e r  and o t h e r  r e l i q i o u s  
r i t u a l s ,  l i k e  M a s j i d e - B a z z a z - h a  (Mosque o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  
s e l l e r s ) ,  M a s j i d - e - T u r k - h a  (Mosque o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f rom  Ta­
b r i z )  •
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The E t h n i g  C h a r a c t e r  q £ t h e  g a z a a r

T h e re  e x i s t  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  many e t h n i c  an d  r e l i q i o u s  mi­

n o r i t i e s  amonq t h e s e  a r e  J e w s ,  C h r i s t i a n s ,  Z o r o a s t r i a n s ,  

A z a r b y - j a n i s ,  K e r m a n i s ,  and  i s f a h a n i s .  Such  r e l i g i o u s  mi­

n o r i t i e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  C h r i s t i a n s  and  J e w s ,  h a v e  been  p a r t  

o f  t h e  b a z a a r  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  I h e i r  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  q u a l i f i e d  o n l y  by p r o s c r i p t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  

a q a i n s t  M usl im s  s e l l i n g  w in e  an d  p o r k  ( G o i t e i n ,  1 9 6 6 ,  p .  

2b 6) •

G o i t e i n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  C a i r o  b a z a a r  i n  t h e  M id d le  Ages 

shows t h a t  e v e n  t h e n  t h e r e  w e re  two h u n d r e d  s i x t y  f i v e  d i f ­

f e r e n t  a r t s  and  c r a f t  p u r s u e d  by Jew s  ( G o i t e i n ,  1 9 6 6 ,  p .  

2 5 6 ) .  G o i t e i n  a l s o  fo u n d  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i o - r e l i q i o u s  

q r o u p s  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  c e r t a i n  o c c u p a t i o n s  a n d  c r a f t s .  Some 

o r a n c h e s  o f  i n d u s t r y  w e r e  d o m i n a t e d  by J e w s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t e x ­

t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s — s i l k  w o rk ,  w e a v i n g ,  a n d  d y e i n q .  Jews w ere  

a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s i l k  t r a d e ,  b o t h  i n  raw  m a t e r i a l s  and 

i n  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  ( G o i t e i n ,  1 9 6 6 ,  p p .  2 6 0 - 2 6 1 ) .

The c o e x i s t e n c e  and  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  mi­

n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m odern  t i m e s .  F o r  i n ­

s t a n c e ,  t h e  c a r a v a n s a r a - e - A r a m a n e h ,  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  Teh ­

r a n  b a z a a r ,  was named f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  b u s i n e s s e s .  T h i s  

d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  s e g r e g a t e d  i n  t h e  b a ­

z a a r .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  o n e  b a z a a r i  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  an  i n ­

t e r v i e w  ( i n f o r m a n t ,  1981) t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no f o r m a l  r e -
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s t r i c t i o n s  on C h r i s t i a n s ,  J e w s ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  q r o u p s ,  a s  t o  

t h e i r  D i a c e  o f  eco n o m ic  a c t i v i t i y  i n  t h e  b a z a a r .  B a z a a r i  

b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  W e s te rn  c a p i t a l i s t  

t r a d e ,  c u t  a c r o s s  r e l i q i o u s  b o u n d a r i e s .

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  a n o t h e r  b a z a a r i  c o m m e n ted ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r e -  

l i a i o u s  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  " a r e  i n  f u l l  c o o p e r a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  M us l im s  a t  t i m e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l :  i f  t h e r e

i s  a  c a l l  f o r  t h e  b a z a a r  t o  c l o s e  down f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a ­

s o n s ,  t h e y  f u l l y  o b s e r v e  t h e  c a l l "  ( i n f o r m a n t ,  1 9 6 1 ) .

The b a z a a r  i s  a l s o  a  m i x t u r e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  and  r e ­

g i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s  f rom  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

i n  T e h r a n  o n e  c a n  f i n d ,  i n  t h e  C a r p e t  S e l l e r  B a z a a r ,  b u s i ­

n essm en  f ro m  a l l  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  c a r p e t  p r o d u c i n g  p r o v ­

i n c e s :  K a m e d a n i ,  K e rm a n i ,  Y a z d i ,  T a b r i z i ,  K a s h a n i ,  and I s f a -  

h a n i .  T h e s e  b u s in e s s m e n  u s u a l l y  s e l l  c a r p e t s  p r o d u c e d  i n  

t h e i r  own h om e- tow ns  o r  r e q i o n s .  One f o r m e r  Hamedani  c a r p e t  

s e l l e r  i n  t h e  T e h ra n  b a z a a r  s a i d ,  " O u r  s u p p l y  o f  c a r p e t s  i n  

T e h r a n  came f rom  t h e  Hamedan b a z a a r ,  w i t h  w h ic h  I  p e r s o n a l l y  

hau  d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  I  u s e d  t o  t r a v e l  t o  t h a t  p r o v ­

i n c e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t r a d e  ( b a z a a r i  i n f o r m a n t ,  1 9 6 1 ) .  As 

a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  t h e r e  i s  a  m i n q l i n q  o f  l o c a l  c u l t u r e s  a n d  a  

c o n s e q u e n t  c o s m o p o l i t a n i s m  q r e a t e r  t h a n  m i g h t  o t h e w i s e  be 

e x p e c t e d .  One f i n d e s  a l s o  t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  

w id e  r a n g e  o f  c o n t a c t s  t h e y  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  i n f o r m e d  

a b o u t  t h e  q e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  

s o c i e t y .
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b a z a a r  b u s i n e s s m e n  c an  be c l a s s i f i e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  t y p e  o f  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t y ,  s u c h  a s  t o j j a r  

o r  t r a d e r s ,  b o n a k d a r  o r  w h o l e - s a l e r s ,  m a q h z e d a r s  o r  r e t a i l ­

e r s ,  p i s h e v a r a n  o r  s m a l l  p r o d u c e r s  ( s m a l l  f a c t o r i e s  o r  

c r a f t s m e n ) ,  and  d a s t - f r o o s h e s  o r  v e n d o r s *  T o i i a r ,  m aqhaze~  

a a r s ,  and  b a z a a r  p r o d u c e r s  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  m a j o r  g r o u p s .

'i’o i i a r  a r e  t h e  w e a l t h y  m e r c h a n t s .  The name " t o j j a r "  u s u ­

a l l y  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e s e  t r a d e r s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  b a z a a r  and  a r e  

n o t  f rom  o u t s i d e  o f  i t .  T h e s e  t r a d e r s  a r e  t h e  m a in  s u p p l i ­

e r s  o f  q o o d s  t o  t h e  b a z a a r ,  c o n d u i t s  t h r o u q h  which p a s s  

qo o d s  f ro m  f o r e i q n  c o u n t r i e s  o r  r e l a t i v e l y  d i s t a n t  d o m e s t i c  

r e u i o n s .  T h e i r  s t o r e  h o u s e s  and  o f f i c e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  l o c a t e d  

i n  t h e  b a z a a r  c a r a v a n s a r i e s  and  p a s s a g e s  o r  s a r a s .  Goods 

a r e  s o l d  by t h e  t o j j a r  t o  m i d d l e - m e n ,  c a l l e d  b o n a c d a r s  o r  

w h o l e - s a l e r s .  The b o n a c d a r s  t h e n  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  g o o d s  amonq 

t n e  b a z a a r  m a q h a z e d a r s  an d  t h e  s m a l l  m e r c h a n t  r e t a i l e r s .  

Amonq t h e  two a b o v e m e n t i o n e d  q r o u p s  o f  b a z a a r i s ,  t h e  t o j j a r  

w e re  o f t e n ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  S h a h s  

a s  h e a d s  o f  b a z a a r s ,  were e l e c t e d  by b a z a a r i s  t o  t h a t  p o s i ­

t i o n ,  o r  becam e l e a d e r s  t h r o u q h  a  r e c o q n i t i o n  o f  i n h e r i ­

t a n c e .

O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t h e  w e a l t h y  b a z a a r i s  a c h i e v e d  e n t r e e  t o  t h e  

C o u r t .  Amonq t h e s e ,  some h ad  i n v e s t e d  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  i n  l a n d .  

O t h e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n q  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h
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c e n t u r y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  l a w s  

and  d u e  t o  i m p e r i a l i s t  e c o n o m ic  p e n e t r a t i o n s  became t h e  

a q e n t s  o t  f o r e i q n  f i r m s .  T h i s  c r o u p  o f t e n  had  cood r e l a ­

t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t ,  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  and  f o r e i g n  pow­

e r s  and t h e r e f o r e  w ere  a b l e  t o  i n f l u e n c e ,  t o  a  s m a l l  e x t e n t  

t o  be s u r e  n a t i o n a l  and  f o r e i q n  p o l i c i y .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  many t o j j a r s  w e r e  n o t  o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  t r a d e ,  b u t  o f t e n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n v e s t  i n  n a t i o n a l  i n d u s t r y  

and  i n  o t h e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  economy s u c h  a s  r e a l  e s t a t e .  

One o f  them  was H a j i  Mohammad Hasan Amin a s - Z a r b ,  who w a s ,  

a c c o r d i n q  t o  A b d u l l a e v ,  among t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  m e r c h a n t s  i n  

I r a n  d u r i n q  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Amonq o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s  and 

a c t i v i t i e s  he c a r r i e d  on  b a n k i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  and  i n v e s t e d  i n  

i n d u s t r i a l  and  c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  He a l s o  e n g a q e d  

w i d e l y  i n  t r a d e  i n  f o r e i q n  m a r k e t s .  A b d u l l a e v  i n  h i s  a r t i ­

c l e ,  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  Amin a s - Z a r b  owned c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e a l  

e s t a t e  i n  I r a n  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  Moscow an d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  and 

e s t a b l i s h e d  m a j o r  t r a a i n q  o f f i c e s  i n  M a r s e i l l i e s ,  L o n d o n ,  

P a r i s ,  an d  C h i n a  ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 5 ) .  A b d u l l a e v  men­

t i o n s  H a j i  Mohammad l a q h i  S h a h r u d i  a s  a n o t h e r  w e a l t h y  m e r ­

c h a n t  i n v o l v e d  i n  l a r q e  s c a l e  t r a d e  w i t h  R u s s i a  and o t h e r  

f o r e i q n  n a t i o s n ,  an d  whose i n d u s t r i a l  an d  o t h e r  e n t r e p r e n e u ­

r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  I r a n  w e r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e x t e n s i v e  t o  e s ­

t a b l i s h  him a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  I r a n i a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r .
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On t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  t o i i a r  were  amonq t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  and 

most  i n f l u e n t i a l  s t r a t a  i n  I r a n i a n  s o c i e t y .  E n g l i s h  c o n ­

c l u d e d  h i s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Kerman m e r c h a n t s  by a c k n o w l e d q i n q  

t h i s  f a c t :

Some o f  t h e s e  m e r c h a n t s  w ere  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  men i n  
Kerman a n d  t h e i r  money and  i n f l u e n c e  s p r e a d  
t n r o u q h  t h e  c i t y  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  T h e i r  c a p i t a l  was 
i n v e s t e d  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  and m e r c h a n d i s e ;  t h e y  
owned o r c h a r d s ,  r e s e r v o i r s ,  s l u m  d w e l l i n q s ,  and 
s t a l l s  i n  t h e  b a z a a r ,  and  s u b s i d i z e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  
p e t t y  r e t a i l e r s ,  h a w k e r s ,  and  v e n d o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  
o v e r  e x t e n d e d  members o f  t h e  e l i t e  ( E n q l i s h ,  1 9 6 6 ,  
p .  369) .

Some w e l l - t o - d o  m e r c h a n t s  u s e d  t h e i r  w e a l t h  f o r  c h a r i t y  

and r e i i q i o u s  e n d s  and  t h e r e b y  f a c i l i t a t e d  a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n  

b e tw een  th em  a n d  t h e  u l a m a .  Some o f  t h e s e  f o u n d e d  m a s l i d s ,  

e s t a b l i s h e d  I s l a m i c  p r i m a r y  and h i q h  s c h o o l s ,  and made 

a v a i l a b l e  l a r q e  sums o f  money t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  

and  m a d r a s e h s .  They a l s o  p r o v i d e d ,  by  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e i r  

w e a l t h ,  a b a s i s  f o r  a c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  t o  t h e  

p e o l p e  o f  t h e  l a r q e r  s o c i e t y .  I n  t h e s e  w a y s ,  t h e y  h e l p e d

c r e a t e  e v e n  m ore  r e s p e c t  f ro m  t h e  q e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  b a z a a r i s .  H ow ever ,  a s  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e i r  w e a l t h ,  e x -  

p o r t - i m p o r t ,  i n d u s t r y ,  b a n k i n q ,  f e l l  i n c r e a s i n q l y  i n t o  t h e  

h a n d s  o f  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  a f t e r  1 9 2 5 ,  s o  t h e  p o w er  o f  t h e  

t o i i a r  who w e r e  u n w i l l i n q  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  r e q i m e  d e ­

c l i n e d .

The m a q h a z e d a r s ,  t h e  m a l o r i t y  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s ,  num bered  

" a s  many a s  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  s h o p k e e p e r s  and  c o n t r o l l e d  a s  much a s  

t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y * s  r e t a i l  t r a d e "  (A b ra h a ro ia n ,  I 9 6 0 ,
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p.  24) . T h e i r  s t o r e s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s ,  i n  t h e  T e h r a n  b a z a a r  

a l o n e ,  w ere  o v e r  1 0 , 0 0 0  ( f t b r a h a m ia n ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  2 4 ) .  T h e s e  

m e r c n a n t s  were  a c t i v e  i n  a w ide  v a r i e t y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  s u c h  

a s  s e l l i n q  c a r p e t s ,  j e w e l e r y ,  f o o d s t u f f s ,  b o o k s ,  t e x t i l e s ,  

c l o t h ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m o d i t i e s .  R o t b l a t ' s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Q a z v in  

B a z a a r ,  on e  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  T e h r a n ,  i n c l u d e d  a d e ­

t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  m a q h a z e d a r s .  He 

d i s t i n q u i s h e d  amonq t h e  f o l l o w i n q  m a i o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  q r o u p s :  

1) A l a f ,  o r  c o m m i s s i o n e n t ,  who s e l l s  p r o d u c e  c o n s i q n e d  t o  

him by p e a s a n t  f a r m e r s ;  2) J o b b e r  o r  b a r f o r u s h ,  who s e l l s  

p r o d u c e ,  e i t h e r  w h o l e s a l e  o r  r e t a i l ,  s u p p l i e d  t o  him by 

t r a d e r s  o r  t o i i a r ,  p r o d u c e r s ,  o r  c o m m is s io n  a q e n t s ;  3) Re­

t a i l  q r o c e r ,  who r e c e i v e s  h i s  s u p p l y  o f  q o o d s  f ro m  co m m is io n  

a q e n t s  ( R o t b l a t ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  7 8 ) .  The two r e m a i n i n q  q r o u p s ,  

d a l l a l s  and  p e d d l e r s ,  w e re  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  m a q h a z e d a r s  a s  

s u p p l i e r s  o f  m e r c h a n d i s e  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  w e re  p o l i t i c a l  

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  m a q h a z e d a r s .  D a l l a l s ,  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  

e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  b e tw e e n  s e l l e r s  and 

b u y e r s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ,  w e r e  i n  c o n t i n u a l  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  b a z a a r i s  i n  q e n e r a l .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  d a i l y  a c t i v ­

i t y  p l a y e d  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  d i f u s s i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  news 

an d  i n f o r m a t i o n  amonq t h e  b a z a a r i s  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s .

The t h i r d  q r o u p  o f  b a z a a r i s  c o n s i s t s  o f  s m a l l  p r o d u c e r s ,  

s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  and  c r a f t s m e n .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  o l d e s t  

e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  b a z a a r .  C r a f t s  e x p a n d e d  i n  t h e
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M e d ie v a l  Aqe i n  c i t i e s  l i k e  R a a y # Q a z v i n ,  Qum, a n d  l a t e r  on 

i n  I s f a h a n  and o t h e r  q r o w i n q  t o w n s .  Amonq t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  

were  t e x t i l e s ,  c a r p e t s ,  r o s e  w a t e r ,  and  s o a p s  ( s e e  C a p t e r  

All) .
I n  m odern  t i m e s ,  t h o u q h  t h e  q r o w th  o f  t h e s e  s m a l l  manu­

f a c t u r e s  was l i m i t e d  by t h e  l a r q e  i n d u s t r i e s  an d  i m p o r t s  o f  

f o r e i q n  q o o d s  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  num ber  and  e v e n  i n  e m p l o y ­

m ent  r e m a i n e d  t h e  same a s  b e f o r e .  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  e a r l i ­

e r  p e r i o d s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  H o w ev er ,  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s t a ­

t i s t i c s  f o r  1963  show t h a t  s m a l l  f a c t o r i e s  ( l e s s  t h a n  t e n  

e m p l o y e e s )  c o m p r i s e d  96 .8% o f  t o t a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n q  i n d u s ­

t r i e s ,  and  a b s o r b e d  67.6% o f  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t . S e e  T a b l e  1 

f o r  t h e  f i q u r e s .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  were a s  many a s  4 3 0 , 0 0 0  s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r i n q  

p l a n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a q e s  w h ic h  w e r e  s u b s i d i z e d  by u r b a n  b u s i ­

n e s s m e n .  T h e s e  f a c t o r i e s  e m p lo y e d  l e s s  t h a n  10 w o r k e r s  and 

t h e y  w e re  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  c a r p e t  w e a v i n q ,  s h o e  m a k i n q ,  and  

a l s o  f u r n i t u r e  m a n u f a c t u r i n q  ( A b r a h a m i a n ,  1 9 7 4 ,  p .  2 4 ) .

16 I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n q  t h a t  m ore  p e o p l e  w ere  e m p lo y e d  i n  s m a l l  
f a c t o r i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  b u l k  o f  incom e i n  waqes  a n d  s a l a r i e s  
came t o  t h o s e  em p lo y ed  by t h e  l a r q e  f a c t o r i e s .
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TABLE 1

The C o m p a r a t i v e  P o s i t i o n  o f  S m a l l  ( l e s s  t h a n  10 e m p l o y e e s )
and L a r q e  F a c t o r i e s

L a r g e  F a c t o r i e s  Smal l  F a c t o r i e s

i Q l a l  Ng. % o f  T g t a l  No. % of. X g j fa l

F a c t o r i e s  1 1 2 ,4 6 4  3 5 4 4  3 . 1  1 0 8 ,9 2  0 9 6 . 8

E m p lo y e e s  4 , 4 9 5 , 4 4 4  1 4 5 , 6 4 4  3 2 . 3  3 0 3 , 9 0 0  6 7 . 6

Waqes 6
S a l a r i e s *  9 , 4 4 7 , 8 3 7  5 , 3 4 2 , 5 7 7  5 6 . 5  4 , 1 0 5 , 2 6 0  4 3 . 4

* r i a l s / y e a r
S o u r c e :  I r a n i a n  M i n i s t r y  o f  E c o n o m i c s ,  R e p o r t  o f  t h e

R e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1963 C e n s u s .

Q u i l d  QE9 ^ 0 1 2 3 l i s n s  a g 4  £ g i l d  Hgads

G u i ld  h e a d s  an d  q u i l d  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  w e re  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  

f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  w h ic h  p r o v i d e d  r e l a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  a u ­

tonomy f ro m  t h e  s t a t e .  T h i s  au to n o m y  i n  many i n c i d e n c e s  i n  

t h e  modern  h i s t o r y  o f  I r a n  h a s  q i v e n  t h e  b a z a a r i s  a s  a  w h o le  

t h e  power  t o  make p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  and  o r c a n i z e  o p p o s i ­

t i o n  t o  t h e  r e q i m e .  I n  m ak in q  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  two 

q r o u p s  o f  b a z a a r i s  w ere  i m p o r t a n t :  t h e  q u i l d  h e a d s ,  and  t h e

b a z a a r  h e a d s .

I n  q e n e r a l ,  t h e  h a n d i c r a f t s m e n  a n d  o t h e r  m a q h a z e d a r s  i n  

t h e  I r a n i a n  b a z a a r  i n  t h e  p a s t  w ere  known by v a r i o u s  names  

s u c h  a s  a s n a f ,  a h a l i - y e  k a s b ,  k a s e b  a n d  e t c .  I n  l a r q e  t o w n s  

an d  c i t i e s  t h e s e  c r a f t s m e n  w e re  o r q a n i z e d  i n  u n i o n s  o r  

a u i l d s  a n d  i n  s m a l l  to w n s  t h e y  w ere  e i t h e r  c o m b in e d  i n  f e d -
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e r a t i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  c r a f t s ,  o r  worked  i n d i v i d u a l l y  ( K u z n e t ­

s o v a ,  1 9 6 2 ,  p p .  2 8 6 - 2 8 8 ) .

C r a f t  q u i l d s  were b a s e d  upon a s t r i c t  h i e r a r c h y .  At t h e  

head  o f  a q u i l d  s t o o d  a  q u i l d  h e a d  who m i q h t  be  c a l l e d  k a d -  

k h u d a ,  n a c i b ,  r a i s ,  o r  r i s h - s e f i d s .  A s h r a f  u s e s  t h e  t e r m  

r a i s  t o  d e n o t e  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  e l e c t e d  by a  g u i l d  a s  

i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  who h a s  t o  b e  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  by 

t h e  c i t y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  an d  w hose  f u n c t i o n  i s  t o  m e e t  t h e  e c o ­

nomic n e e d s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  l i k e  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  ( A s h r a f ,  

1 9 7 0 ,  p .  3 1 8 ) .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  n a q i b  i s  a d e p u t y  

town c h i e f .  H eads  o f  q u i l d s  who a r e  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  Shah o r  

t h e  q o v e r n o r  a r e  c a l l e d  k a d k h u d a s .  A s h r a f  c o n s i d e r s  r i s h -  

s e f i d s  t o  h a v e  a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y  s t a t u s  w hich  p l a c e d  them i n  a  

p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  c r a f t s ­

men. The  k a l a n t a r  (town c h i e f )  an d  m u h t a s i b s  a l s o  p l a y e d  

a  r o l e  i n  t h e  d a i l y  a f f a i r  o f  t h e  b a z a a r .  The l a t t e r  w e re  

s e l e c t e d  by t h e  Shah  a s  m a r k e t  s u p e r v i s o r s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  

d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  a s n a f * 7 ( A s h r a f ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  3 1 9 ) .

K u z n e t s o v a ,  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  " g u i l d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  e a r l y  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  I r a n " ,  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  n a q i b  a s  t h e  s p i r i t ­

u a l  h ea d  o f  t h e  s e n f ,  a  p o s i t i o n  w h ic h  was  h e r e d i t a r y  and

17 Bae r  (1970)  made t h e  same o b s e r v a t i o n  a b o u t  T u r k e y ' s  
q u i l d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  He e n u m e r a t e s  n i n e  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c -  
t o n s  b e i n q  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  q u i l d  s t r u c t u r e s .  One of  
t h e  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n s  was i t s  r o l e  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
l i n k s  b e t w e e n  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and  t r a d e r s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t a x  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  f i x i n g  p r i c e s ,  
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  l a b o r ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  g o o d s ,  
e t c .
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e l e c t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s e l e c t i v e :

At t h e  h e a a  o f  t h e  q u i l d  s t o o d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  h e a d s  
n a q i t  u s t a b a s h i .  I t  i s  n o t  Known w h e t h e r ,  i n  
I r a n ,  t h e  p o s t  o f  n a q i b  was e l e c t i v e ,  h e r e d i t a r y ,  
o r  t i l l e d  by a u t h o r i t i e s .  C h a r d i n  s a y s  o n l y  t h a t  
a t t e m p t s  w ere  made t o  Keep t h e  p o s t  w i t h i n  t h e
same f a m i l y .  I h e  n a q i b  h an d ed  o v e r  t h e i r  f u n c ­
t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  s o n s ,  on  t h e  p r e t e x t  o f  s i c K n e s s  o r
o l d  a q e .  I t  s e e m s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f
n a q i b  was e l e c t i v e  a s  i n  C e n t r a l  A s ia  an d  i n  t h e  
A K h a l s i K h s h i  q u i l d s  ( K u z n e t s o v a ,  1 9 6 2 ,  p .  288)  .

At t i m e s  when t h e  s t a t e  b u r e a u c r a c y  was weaK t h e  e l e c t i v e

h e a d  o f  t h e  q u i l d s ,  was h i q h l y  r e s p e c t e d  by t h e  s e n f .  His

f u n c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  s e n f  w ere  b o t h  s p i r i t u a l  an d  f i s c a l .

Amonq t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  q u i l d  w e re  t o  s e e  
t h a t  t h e  q u i l d  t r a d i t i o n s  were  o b s e r v e d ,  t o  p e r ­
fo rm  c e r e m o n i e s  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  m o r a l s  o f  q u i l d
m em b ers ,  an d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  - j u d i c i a l  f u n c ­
t i o n s .  • . r e a d  a n d  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  p r a y ­
e r .  • . t h e  n a q i b  had  q r e a t  p o w e r :  he e x e r c i z e d  d i ­
r e c t  and  i n d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  m a t e r i a l  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  members  o f  t h e  q u i l d s ;  t o q e t h e r  
w i t h  town a u t h o r i t i e s ,  h e  f i x e d  t h e  am o u n t  o f  t a x  
t o  be  r a i s e d  f rom  t h e  q u i l d ;  an d  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t o ­
q e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  KadKhuda,  he d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  sum 
p a y a b l e  by e a c h  c r a f t s m a n  ( K u z n e t s o v a ,  1 9 6 2 ,  p .
288} .

Weedy i n d i v i d u a l s ,  on a p p e a l ,  w e re  ex em p te d  f rom  t a x e s :  " i f

someone h a s  a  n e e d  t o  c l a i m  s o m e t h i n g  b acK ,  i t  i s  o n l y  

t h r o u q h  t h e s e  e l d e r s  t h a t  s u c h  r e q u e s t s  r e a c h  t h e  g o v e r n ­

m e n t .  * . u ( K u z n e t s o v a ,  1 9 6 2 ,  p .  2 8 8 ) .

The h e a d  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ,  i n  c a s e s  o f  f r e e  e l e c t i o n ,  had 

t o  be a b l e  t o  s u s t a i n  a c l a i m  o f  h o n o r ,  b e n e v o l e n c e ,  p o l i t i ­

c a l  a w a r e n e s s ,  d e t a c h m e n t  f ro m  t h e  c o u r t ,  and  r e l i g i o s i t y .  

Where t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  was  im p o se d  

on t h e  b a z a a r i s ,  a n d  l a c k e d  l e g i t i m a c y ,  h e  c o u l d  o n l y  p e r -
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fo rm  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Shah i n  t h e  b a z a a r ,  

i a . ,  d e a l i n q  w i t h  t a x e s  and  s o  o n .  I n  s u c h  a c a s e ,  t h e  b a ­

z a a r i s  would  s e l e c t  t h e i r  own r e s p e c t e d  s p i r i t u a l  h e a d  o r  

raoetained.

Som et im es  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  h e a d  by t h e  S h a h s  

had  t o  b e  c o n f i r m e d  by t h e  c r a f t  an d  q u i l d  e l d e r s .  I n  some 

c a s e s  he  was f i r s t  c h o s e n  by t h e  q u i l d s  an d  t h e n  a p p o i n t e d  

by t h e  c o u r t .  I h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  r e ­

v e a l s  a c e r t a i n  au tonom y f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

an d  e c o n o m ic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r .  (We w i l l  d i s c u s s  

more  a b o u t  t h i s  autonomy l a t e r  o n ) •

Thouqh t h e r e  were  a s  many q u i l d  h e a d s  a s  t h e  q u i l d s  t h e m ­

s e l v e s ,  t h e  b a z a a r  h e a d s  w e r e  o n l y  f e w .  They w ere  c a l l e d  

m o e ta m e d a n - e  b a z a a r  ( o r  t r u s t w o r t h y  b a z a a r i s ) .  B e c a u s e  

t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  were i n t e r n a l  t o  t h e  b a z a a r ,  an d  fo u n d e d  in  

a g e n e r a l  b a z a a r  i n t e r e s t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i f i c a ­

t i o n s  f o r  o n e  t o  be  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a moetamed 

w as ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  h i s  au to n o m y  f rom  t h e  s t a t e  and  t h e  

c o u r t .  T h i s  a u to n o m y ,  w h ic h  i n  n o r m a l  t i m e s  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  

i n t e r n a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  f a c i l i t a t e d ,  i n  a b n o r m a l  p e r i ­

o d s ,  many p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  c a l l i n q  f o r  s t r i k e s ,  

c o l l e c t i n g  money t o  a s s i s t  o p p o s i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  f i q u r e s  

( l i k e  M ossadeqh  and  K h o m e i n i ,  amonq o t h e r s )  o r  t o  f u n d  

s t r i k e s ,  and  t a k i n g  s a n c t u a r y  ( a s  we w i l l  d i s c u s s  i n  C h a p t e r  

4) • I h e  r o l e  o f  t h e s e  m o e ta m e d s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  

t h e  b a z a a r  c o n t i n u e d  e v e n  u n d e r  t h e  m o s t  u n f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i -
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t i o n s  o f  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  when t h e  r e q i m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  h i q h l y  

c e n t r a l i z e d  q u i l d  o r q a n i z a t i o n .

I n  1 9 7 5 ,  t h e  Shah i n s t i t u t e d  a q u i l d  cham ber  by  t h e  name 

o f  O t a q h - e  A s n a f .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  o r q a n i z a t i o n  was t o  

c o o r d i n a t e  an d  c o n t r o l  t h e  b u s i n e s s  an d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  t h e  q u i l d s  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  

q u i l d  h e a d s  by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t .  The e x e c u t i v e  q e n e r a l  o f  t h e

q u i l d  h e a d s  was c a l l e d  R a i s - e  O t a q h - e  A s n a f .  T h i s  q u i l d  o r ­

q a n i z a t i o n  was u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  a  c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a ­

t i o n  b a s e d  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  T e h r a n .  Amonq i t s  q e n e r a l  

f u n c t i o n s  were  p r i c e  c o n t r o l  and  p r i c e  f i x i n q ,  i s s u a n c e  and 

r e n e w a l  o f  l i c e n c e s ,  and s e v e r e  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  q u i l t y  s h o p ­

k e e p e r s .  The m e a s u r e  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p r i c e s  a n d  t h e

s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  v i o l a t o r s  was u n p r e c e n -

d e n t e d  i n  t h e  modern h i s t o r y  o f  I r a n .  I t  t e n d e d ,  a s  w e l l ,  

t o  u n d e r m in e  t h e  power and  au tonom y o f  t h e  m o e ta m e d a n -e  b a ­

z a a r ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  

o f  l o c a l  q o v e r n e m e n t  by a q e n c i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

But  e v e n  i n  view o f  t h e  r i g i d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  by 

t h e  O.A. t h e  f i v e  d e s i g n a t e d  m o e ta m e as  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x i s t  

w i t h  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  and  " i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e  a t t e m p t s  w h ich  

had  b e e n  made s i n c e  1975 t o  im p o se  o f f i c i a l l y  s p o n s o r e d  

q u i l d s "  (Graham , 1 9 7 9 ,  p .  2 2 3 ) .  T h e s e  m oe tam eds  p l a y e d  im­

p o r t a n t  r o l e s  i n  t h e  1 9 7 8 - 9  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  o r q a n i z i n g  t h e  b a ­

z a a r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u q q l e  a q a i n s t  t h e  S h a h ,  i n c l u d i n q  t h e  

b a z a a r  c l o s e - d o w n ,  v a r i o u s  p r o c e s s i o n s ,  and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  G raham ,  t h e y  had  t h e i r  own n e tw o r K  o f  t r u s t e d  

a s s i s t a n t s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ,  who i n  t u r n  

had t h e i r  own s u b - q r o u p i n q s  and  l e s s e r  h e a d s  (G raham ,  1 9 7 9 ,  

p .  223) .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  and 

t h e i r  c o n s e q u e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s i q n i f i c a n c e  t h e  s t a t e  and i m p e ­

r i a l i s m  c o m p e te d  w i t h  them f rom  1625 o n .  At e a c h  s t a q e  of  

t h i s  s t r u q q l e  q o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c e n t r a l i z e  t h e  e c o n o ­

my i n  o r d e r  t o  d o m i n a t e  i t .  T h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  b a c h q r o u n d  

o f  t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  u n i t y  amonq t h e  b a z a a r i s  

i n  1 9 7 8 - 9 ,  a s  i t  had  b e e n  many o t h e r  t i m e s  i n  t h e  p a s t .
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C h a p t e r  IV 

THE BAZAAR AND THE NATIONAL ECONOMY

T h e r e  a r e ,  a s  a r q u e d  i n  c h a p t e r  I I ,  no r e a s o n s  t o  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  t h e  b a z a a r i s  w ere  i n c a p a b l e  o f  d e v e l o p i n q  b o t h  t h e  l o ­

c a l  and  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i e s .  N e i t h e r  c u l t u r e ,  r e l i q i o n ,  o r  

e c o n o m ic  p r a c t i c e s  w ere  i n i m i c a l  t o  t r a d e  and  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  M o re o v e r ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  o r q a n i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  b a z a a r ,  i t s  r e l a t i v e  au to n o m y  f ro m  t h e  s t a t e ,  p o s e d  a 

p o l i t i c a l  a p o l i t i c a l  p r o b le m  f o r  t h e  r e q i m e .  I n  t h i s  c h a p ­

t e r ,  we w i l l  q i v e  some e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  i n v o l v e ­

ment  i n  e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  ex p a n d  t h e i r  

c a p i t a l .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  d r i v e  was i n c r e a s i n q l y  c h a l ­

l e n g e d  by  f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  a n d  t h e  I r a n i a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  f ro m  

1828 t o  a s  l a t e  a s  1979 when t h e  m o n a rc h y  i n  I r a n  was demo­

l i s h e d ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p r i m a c y  o f  p o l i t i c s  i n  a n y  a d e q u a t e  

a c c o u n t  o f  I r a n i a n  h i s t o r y .

4.1 i &l&h atm mebm&nx§: hisiqexcal d&v&lqem&kx

One c a n  f i n d  many i n s t a n c e s  and  s a y i n g s  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  

r e l i q i o n ,  t h a t  lo o k  w i t h  f a v o u r  upon c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The K oran  Ma o e s  n o t  m e r e l y  s a y  t h a t  on e  m us t  n o t  f o r g e t  

o n e ' s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  w o r l d ,  i t  a l s o  s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  p r o p e r  

t o  co m b in e  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  r e l i q i o n ,  and m a t e r i a l  l i f e ,
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c a r r y a n q  on t r a d e  e v e n  d u r i n q  p i l q r i m a q e s ,  and  q o e s  s o  f a r  

a s  t o  m e n t i o n  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o f i t  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  ' G o d ' s  

b o u n t y ' "  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p . l U ) .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  i s  r e p o r t e d

t h a t  P r o p h e t  Mohammad e n c o u r a q e d  t r a d e  and  co m b in ed  i t  w i t h
*

r e l i q i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n  and  f e r v o r .  R o d in s o n  ( 1 9 7 8 ,  p .  16)

c i t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  S a y i n q s  f rom  Mohammad:

The m e r c h a n t  who i s  s i n c e r e  an d  t r u s t w o r t h y  w i l l  
a t  t h e  J u d q e m e n t  Day, b e  amonq t h e  p r o p h e t s ,  t h e  
i u s t  and t h e  m a r t y r s .

o r :

The t r u s t w o r t h y  m e r c h a n t s  w i l l  s i t  i n  t h e  s h a d e  o f  
G o d ' s  t h r o n e  a t  t h e  Day o f  J u d q e m e n t .

a n d :

M e r c h a n t s  a r e  t h e  m e s s e n g e r s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d  and 
G o d ' s  f a i t h f u l  t r u s t e e s  on e a r t h .

The p r a i s e  o f  t r a d i n q  a c t i v i t y  and  m e r c h a n t s  was s o  q r e a t

t h a t  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t y  was c a l l e d  an  a c t  o f  j i h a d :

I f  t h o u  p r o f i t  by  d o i n q  w h a t  i s  p e r m i t t e d ,  t h y  
d e e c  i s  a  d - j ih a d  a n d ,  i f  t h o u  u s e s  i t  f o r  t h y  fam­
i l y  and K i n d r e d ,  t h i s  w i l l  be  a  s a d a q a  ( t h a t  i s ,  a 
p i o u s  work o f  c h a r i t y ) ;  and t r u l y ,  a d i r h a m
( d ra c h m a ,  s i l v e r  c o i n )  l a w f u l l y  q a i n e d  f ro m  t r a d e
i s  w o r t h  more  t h a n  t e n  d i r h a m s  q a i n e d  i n  any  o t h e r  
way ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p .  1 6 - 1 7 ) .

Mohammaa h i m s e l f  was a  w e l l - k n o w n  m e r c h a n t  and  r e p r e s e n t ­

ed  t h e  m e r c h a n t  c l a s s  o f  M e c c a .  H i s  h i q h  p r a i s e  o f  m e r ­

c h a n t s  was a n  i d e o l o q i c a l  f o r c e  i n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  m e r c a n ­

t i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  amona M u s l im s .  S i n c e  t h e  6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e n ,  

i t  h a s  b e en  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  d u t y  o f  b e l i e v e r s  t o  r e s p e c t  

m e r c h a n t s  and  t o  r e q a r d  t h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m os t  

f a v o r e d  p r o f e s s i o n s  and  t h e  o n l y  h o n o r a b l e  c h a n n e l  f o r  t h e

a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  w e a l t h .  H a v in g  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e
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who were  u n i f i e d  u n d e r  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  I s l a m ,  t h e  p ow er  o f  

w e r c n a n t s  qrew i n  b o t h  t h e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e s ,  

i ’he  Muslim e m p i r e  c r e a t e d  a q r e a t l y  e x p a n d e d  " i n t e r n a t i o n ­

a l 11 m a r k e t  i n  w hich  Muslim m e r c h a n t s  p r o s p e r e d .

In  I r a n ,  a l t h o u q h  t h e  b a z a a r  had e x i s t e d  l o n g  b e f o r e . t h e  

a d v e n t  o f  I s l a m ,  m e r c a n t i l i s m  d e v e l o p e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a f t e r  

t h e  P e r s i a n s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  I s l a m .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l s o  g a v e  

r i s e  t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  c r a f t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i a l i ­

z a t i o n  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  M e d i e v a l  I r a n ,  

b e tw e e n  t h e  7 t h  and  1 1 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  I r a n i a n  to w n s  l i k e  R a a y ,  

Q a z v in ,  a n d  Gum e x p o r t e d  t e x t i l e s  w h ich  o f t e n  w e r e  l a b e l l e d  

bv t h e  name o f  t h e  to w n  w h e re  t h e y  w e re  made an d  w h ic h  so m e­

t i m e s  f o u n d  t h e i r  way a s  f a r  a s  E u r o p e  a n d  C h i n a .  Some 

tow ns  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  woven s i l k  i n  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  l i k e  damask 

and  s a t i n ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  made p r o d u c t s  w i t h  c o t t o n ,  o r  h i d ­

e s ,  o r  made c a r p e t s  o r  l e a t h e r  m e r c h a n d i s e .  T h e r e  w ere  

tow ns  an d  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  e x p o r t i n g  s o a p ,  

o i n t m e n t s ,  r o s e - w a t e r  ( g o l a b ) , p a l m - s h o o t s ,  s c e n t ,  wax,  

h o n e y ,  s a f f r o n ,  a n d  i n d i g o .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  t h e r e  

were  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c r o p s  l i k e  d r i e d  f r u i t s ,  v a r i o u s  f r e s h  

f r u i t s ,  d a t e s ,  s u q a r - c a n e ,  s p i c e s ,  and  h o r s e s  and  c a m e l s  

which w ere  b r e d  on a l a r g e  s c a l e  f o r  t h e  m a r k e t .  A l s o  I r a ­

n i a n  m e r c h a n t s  e n g a g e d  in  e x p o r t i n g  t h e  d r i e d  f i s h  o f  t h e  

C a s p i a n  S e a ,  c o p p e r  p a n s ,  and  a r t i c l e s  o f  f u r n i t u r e  ( R o d i n ­

s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p p .  3 3 - 3 4 ) •
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W ith o u t  a o i n q  i n t o  d e t a i l ,  s i n c e  t h e n ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n q  and 

m e r c a n t i l i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  ( t h o u q h  s o m e t i m e s  

w i t h  d i r e c t  s t a t e  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  f o r  ex a m p le  b e tw e e n  

1 5 0 0 - 1 7 2 2 ) ;  a n d . i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  many i n d i v i d u a l  

e n t r e p r e n e u r s  em e rq ed  who w e re  e n g a g e d  i n  modern i n d u s t r i a l  

e n t e r p r i s e s .  E x a m p le s  f ro m  t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s ,  a r o u n d  t h e  

t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  show t h a t  b a z a a r i  e n t r e p r e n u e r s  a c t i v e ­

l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e t t i n g  up i n d u s t r i e s  and  c o m m e r c i a l i z i n g  

a g r i c u l t u r e . i s

S i n c e  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  t h e s e  e n t e r p r e n u e r s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  ex p an d  

t h e i r  c a p i t a l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  t y p i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  a 

m o u e r n i z i n d  economy,  b a n k s  a n d  - j o i n t  e n t e r p r i s e s  o n  a c o r p o ­

r a t e  s c a l e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  1882  M ash d i  Kazero Amin e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  t h e  h i g h l y  r e p u t e d  "A ra in i  Company1*. F o u r  y e a r s  l a t ­

e r  i n  1880  t h e  ’'C o m m e rc ia l  Company o f  I r a n ” was f o r m e d ,  and 

i n  1892 t h e  " M a n s u r i  Company” was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  J fazed .  

O t h e r  c o m p a n i e s  w e re  t h e  ” F a r s  Company” i n  S h i r a z  ( 1 8 9 6 ) ,  

’• E t t e h a d  Company” i n  T a b r i z  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  ” Masudi  Company” i n  I s ­

f a h a n  (1898)  , and  " I s l a m i c  Company” i n  I s f a h a n  (whose f u n c -  

t o n s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  t e x ­

t i l e s )  .  T h e s e  c o m p a n i e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  

i n  n a t i o n a l  an d  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a d e ,  w e r e  a l s o  e n g a g e d  i n  i n ­

i s  Amin a s - Z a r b ,  a b a z a a r  m e r c h a n t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  v a r i o u s  i n ­
d u s t r i e s ,  a s  d i d  T a q h i  S h a h r u d i ,  Arab  J a m s h i d ,  and  o t h ­
e r s .  Arab  J a m s h id  i n v e s t e d  a  c e r t a i n  am oun t  o f  h i s  c a p i ­
t a l  i n  c o m m e r c i a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and  b o u q h t  l a r g e  p l o t s  o f  
l a n d  a r o u n d  T e h r a n  and  a l s o  i n  K h o u r a s a n  an d  F a r s  ( A b d u l -  
l a e v e ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  46) •
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d u s t r y  an a  i n  b a n k i n q  o p e r a t i o n s  ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  pp .  

4 4 -45)  .

T h e s e  e x a m p l e s  show t h a t  t h e  b a z a a r i s  d i d  t a K e  up t h e  

r o l e  o f  e n t r e p r e n u e r s h i p  a n d  w ere  t h e  q ro u p  m o s t  w i l l i n q  t o  

i n v e s t  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  i n  i n d u s t r y  an d  e x p a n d e d  a q r i c u l t u r a l  

e n t e r p r i s e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  b a z a a r  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a c e n t e r  

p r o v i d i n a  a p p r o p r i a t e  e d u c a t i o n  and  t r a i n i n q  f o r  b u s i n e s s ­

men t o  become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  ways o f  i n d u s t r y  and com­

m e r c e .

A s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  by V a q h e f i ,  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  

of  106 e n t r e p r e n u e r s , showed t h a t  m o s t  o f  th em  ( a p p r o x .  68%) 

were  a l s o  b u s i n e s s m e n .  T a b l e  2 p r e s e n t s  V a q h e f i * s  f i n d i n q s .

TAbLE 2

O c c u p a t i o n s  o f  F a t h e r s  o f  E n t r e p r e n u e r s

F a t h e r ’ s  O c c u p a t i o n  Number %
o u s i n e s s

S m a l l  15 14
Medium 27 25
M a io r  31 29

M e d ic a l  S c i e n c e  -  •
G o v ern m en t  E m p lo y e es

r i iqh  h a n k i n q  5 5
F a r m e r
L a n d l o r d s  24 23
P o l i t i c i a n  3 3

TOTAL 106 100
S o u r c e  V a q h e f i ,  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  8 2 .
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One g e t s  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  modern I s l a m  m e r c h a n t s  a c t i v i t i e s

ana  i n t e r e s t s  t h r o u q h  p e r s o n a l  a c c o u n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  s t a t i s ­

t i c s .  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  Ahmad i<hayami, t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  I r a n n a -  

t i o n a l  c a r  i n d u s t r y  i n  1 9 6 2 ,  was a b a z a a r i ,  and a man 

t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  e c o n o m ic  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

D u r i n q  t h e  s e c o n d  U o r ld  War, I  was i n  t h e  e x p o r t  
b u s i n e s s  s e l l i n q  d r i e d  f r u i t s ,  and  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  
war f i n i s h e d  I  was b a n k r u p t .  So I  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  
f i r s t  c a r  wash s e r v i c e  w i th  a c a p i t a l  o f  R s .  4 0 0 0 .  
W i t h i n  a  few y e a r s  I  became t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
M e r c e d e s  Benz i n  my p r o v i n c e .  I  t h e n  l e f t  a l l  my 
b u s i n e s s  t o  my b r o t h e r  and  came n o r t h  t o  T e h r a n ,  
a n d  10 y e a r s  a f t e r  h a v i n q  t h i s  c a r  s e r v i c e ,  I  was 
a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  I r a n n a t i o n a l  i n  T e h r a n .  I n  t h e  
f i r s t  s t a q e  we u se d  t o  make b u s e s ,  m i n i - b u s e s  and  
t r u c k s  by t h e  t r a d e  mark o f  M e rc e d e s  B e n z .  By t h e  
o r d e r  o f  t h e  Shah I  t h e n  s t a r t e d  t o  make c a r s .  . As 
s o o n  a s  I  s t a r t e d  m ak inq  P e y k a n s  (a v e r s i o n  o f  
t h e  H i l l m a n  H u n t e r  u s i n g  ckd  u n i t s  f r o m  C h r y s l e r  
UK) , I  i n v i t e d  ray b r o t h e r  t o  l o i n  me (Graham,.
1 9 7 9 ,  p .  48)  .

Graham d e s c r i b e s  a s e c o n d  c a s e ,  t h e  M e l l i  I n d u s t r i a l  

Group o f  t h e  I r a v a n i  f a m i l y  which  o r i g i n a t e d  Mf ro m  o n e  of  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r - s h o e - m a k i n g "  

(Graham, 1 9 7 9 ,  p .  4 8 ) .  W i t h i n  a few d e c a d e s  by 1 9 7 0 * s  M e l l i  

became o n e  o f  t h e  b i q q e s t  and  b e s t - k n o w n  s h o e  p r o d u c e r s  i n  

t h e  c o u n t r y .  L a t e r  o n ,  t h e y  a l s o  becam e e n q a q e d  i n  o t h e r  

i n d u s t r i e s  s u c h  a s  food  p r o c e s s s i n q  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a u ­

l a g e .

A t h i r d  c a s e  i s  t h e  B eh S h a h r  I n d u s t r i a l  g r o u p  w hich  was 

fo rm ed  i n  1 9 4 4 ,  by t h e  L a d - J e v a rd i  f a m i l y ,  who w e re  o r i q i n a l -  

l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  c o n su m e r  q o o d s ,  raw  m a t e r i a l s  

and t e x t i l e s  i n  t h e  T e h r a n  B a z a a r .  S i n c e  t h e n  i t s  e n t e r -
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p r i s e  h a s  qrown t o  c o v e r  22 w h o l l y  owned f i r m s  a n d  26 p a r t ­

n e r s h i p  v e n t u r e s  (Graham , 1 9 7 9 ,  p .

4£) .

The c a s e s  show a c o n s t a n t  c a p a c i t y  f o r  and  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  t h r o u q h  i n v e s t m e n t ,  t h e  o r q a n i z a -  

t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  an d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  e n t e r p r i s e .

Not o n l y  were  t h e  b a z a a r i s  a b l e  t o  ex p an d  t h e i r  commer­

c i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e i r  money c a p i t a l .

4 .2  Xd£ gAZAAg ANQ RXgA ( I NTEREST ON MONgY): m g  BAZAAR
m u ii5 relation iq iag bankx̂ s sxsx&b

W hether  " r i b a "  i n  t h e  K oran  ( t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  w h ic h  i s  

c o n s i d e r e d  i l l e q a l )  and  Moslem t r a d i t i o n  means  i n t e r e s t  o r  a 

m ere  " i n c r e a s e ” 19 d o e s  n o t  make much d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  o u r  d i s ­

c u s s i o n  h e r e ,  s i n c e  t h e  b a z a a r  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  c r e d i t  m echa ­

n i s m s  a n d  - j u s t i f i c a t i o n s .  The r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h e o ­

r e t i c a l  p r o s c r i p t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  

economy i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  Mosl im c u l t u r e  j u s t  

a s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s  on  l i a b i l i t y  r e f l e c t  t h e  

f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e .  T h i s  p r a c t i c a l  f l i x i -  

b i l i t y , c a l l e d  ” Kola  S h a r e i ”  i n  F a r s i  o r  H i l a  i n  A r a b i c ,  

means " q e t t i n q  a r o u n d  t h e  l a w . ” The f o l l o w i n q  e x a m p l e  c l a r ­

i f i e s  t h i s :

19  "The d o u b l i n q  o f  a  sum owed when t h e  d e b t o r  c a n  n o t  pay 
i t  b a c k  a t  t h e  moment when i t  f a l l s  d u e "  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  
P . 14)  .
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I  s e l l  t h i s  book, w h ic h  i s  on  my t a b l e  t o  x ,  f o r  
120 F r a n c s ,  t o  be p a i d  i n  a y e a r * s  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e n  
1 buy i t  back  f ro m  him i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r  o n e  h u n d r e d  
F r a n c s ,  p a y a b l e  on t h e  s p o t .  I n  t h i s  way I  keep  
my b o o k ,  I  have  q i v e n  him o n e  h u n d r e d  F r a n c s ,  and 
I  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  120 F r a n c s  i n  a  y e a r ' s  t i m e .  I  
have  n o t  l e n t  a t  i n t e r e s t  b u t  m e r e ly  b o u q h t  and 
s o l d .  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p .  3 6 ) .

T h e r e  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  o t h e r  ways  t o  q e t  a r o u n d  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  

t h e  law  s o  t h a t  c r e d i t ,  s o  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  commerce  and p r o ­

d u c t i o n  c o u l d  b e  i n s t i t u t e d .  I n  t h i s  way ,  t h e  n e e d s  o f  

t r a d e  c o u l d  be s e r v i c e d  t h r o u q h  a  b a n k i n q  s y s t e m  manaqed 

l a r q e l y  by w e a l t h y  m e r c h a n t s  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  " s a r r a f s "  

( b a z a a r  money l e n d e r s )  and j u s t i f i e d  by a n  u l t i m a t e l y  d e f e n -  

s i u l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Mosl im p r i n c i p l e s .

H ow ev er ,  when t h e  E u r o p e a n  s y s t e m  o f  b a n k i n q  was i n t r o ­

d u c e d  t o  I r a n  and o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Musl im w o r l d ,  i t  was no 

l o n a e r  p o s s i b l e  t o  a v o i d  s e e i n q  t h e  e x p a n d e d  c r e d i t  s y s t e m  

a s  f o u n d e d  on  i n t e r e s t .  C o n t r o v e r s i a l  a s  i t  was amonq t h e  

Musl im u la m a  i n  m o s t  Muslim c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e i r  v iew  o f  t h e  new 

b a n k i n q  s y s t e m  was o f t e n  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h a t  s y s t e m .  I h i s  m eant  t h a t  

b a n k i n q  • • i n t e r e s t ” c o u l d  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  o n l y  i f  i t  c o u l d  be  

s e e n  a s  b e n e f i t i n q  l o c a l  m e r c h a n t s  v i s  a  v i s  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  

p o w e r s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  new s y s t e m  an d  b a n k i n q  i n ­

t e r e s t  would  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  u s u r y ,  r i b a  and t h u s  a q a i n s t  t h e  

S h a r i ' i ,  i f  t h e  b a n k s  w e re  a  means  f o r  f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  t o  

d o m i n a t e  M usl im  p e o p l e .

-  57 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Xhouqh t h e  u lam a  were  n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a i f a i r s  

i n  a l l  t h e  Musl im c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  some e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  

u l e m a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  e n q a q e m e n t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  new b a n k i n q  

i n  some c o u n t r i e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  M orocco  an a q r e e m e n t ,  i n  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b e tw e en  t h e  S t a t e  an d  F r e n c h  f i n a n c i e r s ,  

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a S t a t e  ban k  w h ic h  was v i r ­

t u a l l y  u n d e r  f o r e i q n  m a n a q e m e n t .  The u l a m a ,  i n  a l l i a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  m e r c h a n t s ,  c o m p l a i n e d :

The p r e s e n t  e m i r  Mulay Abd a l - A z i z  h a s  been  
q u i l t y  o f  a c t s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  S h r i a  ( t h e  r e l i q ­
i o u s  law) and t o  r e a s o n . . • t h a t  h e  h a s  r e p l a c e d  
t h e  z a k a t . . . b y  t h e  X a r t i l b  and  t h e  Bank t h a t  p r o ­
d u c e s  i n t e r e s t  on money,  w h ich  i s  t h e  w o r s t  s i n  i t  
i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  commit ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p .  1 4 7 ) .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  d e p e n d i n q  on e c o ­

nomic  an d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  u s u r y  was 

s o m e t i m e s  c o v e r e d  up by t h e  r e l i q i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s .  I h e  c e ­

l e b r a t e d  r e f o r m e r  a n d  l i b e r a l  Muhammad A b d u la h  i n  E q y p t  i s  

an  e x a m p l e .  I n  1903 h e  i s s u e d  a f e t v a  w hich  l e q i t i m i z e d  t h e  

d e p o s i t  o f  money i n  s a v i n q s  b a n k s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  (R o d in s o n ,  

1 9 7 8 ,  p .  1 4 8 ) .

T h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  o f  i s s u a n c e  o f  a  f e t v a  by t h e  I r a n i ­

an ulama c o n c e r n i n q  " i n t e r e s t ” and t h e  new b a n k i n g  s y s t e m .  

However  t h e r e  i s  some r e c o r d e d  e v i d e n c e  o f  f i e r c e  o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  i t  by t h e  I r a n i a n s .  The o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  new b a n k i n q  

s y s t e m  i n  I r a n ,  f ro m  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  (1888) 

u n t i l  i t s  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 9 ,  h a s  b e e n  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  economy and  h a s  b e e n  an  e c o -
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nomic  an d  p o l i t i c a l  means o t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  by t h e  f o r e i q n

po w e i s .

L e s a n i ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  h i s t o r i a n ,  i n  r e q a r d  t o  t h e  e s t a b ­

l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b a n k ,  t h e  S h a h i  Bank., by t h e  B r i t i s h  

f i r m ,  t h e  New O r i e n t a l  B a n k ,  i n  1 8 8 8 ,  r e m a r k s  t h a t  t h e  main  

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  was t o  u s e  t h e  b ank  t o  o b t a i n  monopo­

l y  c o n c e s s i o n s  o v e r  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  

s u c h  a s  c o a l ,  c o p p e r ,  i r o n ,  an d  o i l .  The  S h a h i  bank  was 

t a ^ e n  o v e r ,  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  by a n o t h e r  B r i t i s h  f i r m  

w nich  c a l l e d  i t  t h e  I m p e r i a l  Bank o f  P e r s i a *  The U a j a r  q o v -  

e r n m e n t  q r a n t e d  t h i s  b a n k  a m onopoly  f o r  i s s u i n q  n o t e s .  The 

s e c o n d  b a n k ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 9 1 ,  i n  r i v a l r y  w i t h  t h e  B r i t ­

i s h ,  b e l o n q e d  t o  a R u s s i a n  company— Banque d * E s c o m p te  de 

P e r s e ,  w i t h  b r a n c h e s  i n  T a b r i z ,  R a s h t ,  Mashhd and  o t h e r  

n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o t  t h e  c o u n t r y  u n d e r  R u s s i a n  i n f l u e n c e .  The 

t h i r d  b a n k ,  a l s o  B r i t i s h  o w n e d ,  was t h e  O t tom an  B a n k ,  w i t h  

b r a n c h e s  i n  I r a q  and T u r k e y  (A m uzeqar ,  1 9 7 7 ,  p .  1 3 0 ) .

At t h e i r  b e q i n n i n q s ,  a l l  t h e s e  b a n k s  w e re  p a r t  o f  c o n c e s ­

s i o n s  q i v e n  t o  f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  by t h e  I r a n i a n  q o v e r n m e n t .  

The e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  b a n k s  n o t  o n l y  s e r v e d  a s  a  medium f o r  

t r a n s f e r r i n q  I r a n i a n  w e a l t h  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  a s  a 

means f o r  f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  l o c a l  q o v e r n m e n t  by 

l o a n i n o  money t o  t h e m .

For  i n s t a n c e ,  when t h e  t o b a c c o  c o n c e s s i o n  was a n n u l l e d  i n  

1 8 9 1 ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  mass u p r i s i n q  a q a i n s t  i t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h
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company { th e  c o n c e s s i o n e e r ) demanded 6 5 0 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  a s  i n d e -  

m e n i ty  f o r  i t s  c o n c e s s i o n .  Bu t  s i n c e  t h e  d e p l e t e d  I r a n i a n  

t r e a s u r y ,  i n  R a m e z a n i ' s  w o r d s ,  c o u l d  n o t  pay  s u c h  a sum, t h e  

Snah had  t o  b o r ro w  t h i s  sum f rom  t h e  B r i t i s h  Bank a t  6X i n ­

t e r e s t  ( K a m e z a n i ,  1 9 7 4 ,  p .  7 0 ) .  I n  a n o t h e r  w e l l - k n o w n  i n c i ­

d e n t ,  a f t e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 5 ,  M u z a f f a r  

a l - D i n  S hah  r e q u e s t e d  a l o a n  f ro m  t h e  B r i t i s h  b a n k .  I h e  

p l a n  was t o  o b t a i n  a  l o a n  o f  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  i n  e u u a l  p a r t s  

from t h e  R u s s i a n  and B r i t i s h  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s *  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c u s to m s  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  n o r t h  an d  t h e  t e l e q r a p h  

and  p o s t  o f f i c e s  o f  I r a n ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y  (Brow ne ,  p .  1 3 4 ) .  

;3ut t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  d e p u t i e s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  l o a n  p r o v i s i o n  

c o n t r a r y  t o  I r a n ' s  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  As H a j  Muin a l - T u i j a r ,  a 

r e s p e c t e d  m e r c h a n t  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  and  o n e  o f  t h e  M a j l i s  d e p u ­

t i e s ,  p u t  i t :

t h e  n a t i o n  would  no l o n q e r  a l l o w  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  be 
m o r t q a q e d  t o  f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a  
few s e l f i s h  m i n i s t e r s  ( K a s r a v i ,  q u o t e d  i n  Raroaza-  
n i ,  1 9 7 4 ,  p .  1 0 9 ) .

As an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  t h e n ,  h e  p r o p o s e d  t o  r a i s e  a n a t i o n a l  

l o a n .  Men, women, and  e v e n  c h i l d r e n  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  s m a l l  

s a v i n q s ,  a n d  t h e  l a b r i z i  m e r c h a n t s  e n d o r s e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  i n  

p r i n c i p l e  (Brow ne ,  i n  R a m e z a n i ,  1 9 7 4 ,  d .  1 0 9 ) .  I n  a n o t h e r  

i n c i d e n t ,  a w a r e  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  and  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

o f  t h e  f o r e i q n  bank e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  I r a n ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  and 

c l e r q y ,  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  d e ­

s t r o y e d  a new s e r a i - f i n i s h e d  R u s s i a n  b a n k  when t h e  a u t h o r i ­

t i e s  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e  p r o t e s t e r s  dem ands  a q a i n s t  i t s  c o n -
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s t r u c t i o n .  t r i o r  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  p r e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  m osques  

d e l i v e r e d  s p e e c h e s  a s  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  " r i b a ” i n  I s l a m .  

And when t h e y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p l a c e  t h e  bank  

was b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  was a l s o  o n c e  a c e m e t e r y ,  t h e  a n q e r e d  

mob p o u r e d  i n t o  t h e  s i t e  and  d e m o l i s h e d  t h e  b u i l a i n q  a l t o ­

g e t h e r  ( K a s r a v i ,  1 9 7 5 ,  p p .  5 4 - 5 7 ) .

From n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  W orld  War Two, 

t h e  W e s t e r n - s t y l e  I r a n i a n  b a n k s  were  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  

q o v e r n m e n t .  I n  1 9 4 6 ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r i v a t e  bank was e s t a b l i s h e d  

a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  " S e v e n  Y e a r  D e v e lo p m e n t  P l a n "  d e s i q n e d  by 

U .S .  e x p e r t s  i n  I r a n .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  n e w l y  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  b a n k s  h a v e  b e e n  e i t h e r  f o r e i q n  owned o r  m a n a q e d ,  and 

t h e  c r e d i t  s y s t e m  t y p i c a l l y  o p e r a t e d  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  f o r ­

e i g n e r s .  N i r u m a n d ,  co m m e n t in q  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  b a n k s  

s a y s :

They a r e  t h e  a l l - p o w e r f u l  m idd lem en  i n  t h e  q i q a n -  
t i c  f o r e i q n  a i d  b u s i n e s s  an d  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  f i r m l y  
h e l d  by f o r e i q n e r s  (N i ru m a n d ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 4 6 ) .

w h i l e  t h e s e  b a n k s  w e re  q i v i n q  l o a n s  t o  b u s i n e s s m e n  a t  i n ­

t e r e s t  r a t e s  r a n q i n q  f ro m  1 2 -1 8 % ,  t h e  p r o f i t  was t r a n s f e r e d  

a b r o a d .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e s e  b a n k s ,  w ere  " a n  o f f i c i a l  

c h a n n e l  f o r  t h e  f l i g h t  o f  c a p i t a l ” ( W r l y l ,  q u o t e d  by N i r u ­

mand, 1 9 6 9 ,  p .  146 ) .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  was t h e  b a n k s  p o l i c y  t o  

g r a n t  c r e d i t  f o r  i m p o r t i n q  c o m m o d i t i e s  an d  l u x u r y  q o o d s ,  

which o n l y  had t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  " s h o r t  t e r m  p r o f i t , ” w h i l e  

r e f u s i n q  c r e d i t s  f o r  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  i n d u s t r y  ( N i r u ­

mand, 1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 4 6 ) .
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I t  i s  c l e a r ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  p r o s c r i p t i o n  o f  " i n t e r e s t ” 

was q u a l i f i e d  by t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  com m erce ,  b u t  t h e  l e t t e r  

o f  t h e  law  was i n v o k e d  when t h e  i n d i q e n o u s  economy was 

t h r e a t e n e d  by f o r e i q n  i n t e r e s t s *

B a z a a r  B§Q&iE>g SY §tgg

With t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t r a d e  and  means  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,

t h e  e c o n o m ic  l i n k s  amonq t h e  p r o v i n c e s  q r e w ,  and  w i t h  t h a t ,

the: r o l e  o f  t h e  s a r r a f s  ( b a z a a r  money l e n d e r s  and  money e x -

c h a n q e r s )  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .

N a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  was a n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  s o u r c e  l o r  
t h e  f i n a n c i n q  o f  l a r q e  c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  I n  
t h i s  r e s p e c t  a d e f i n i t e  p a r t  was p l a y e d  by s a r ­
r a f s ,  who r e p r e s e n t e d  an  o r i q i n a l  b a n k i n q  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n ,  c a r r y  o u t  b a n k i n q  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  
r e q i o n ,  o v e r  t h e  w h o le  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  ev en  
i n  f o r e i q n  l a n d s  ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 5 ) .

T h e re  were  a l s o  s e v e r a l  p r o m i n e n t  m e r c h a n t s ,  t r a d i n q  

f i r m s  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  w hich  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  p e r f o r m e d  t h e  same 

f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  s a r r a f s  ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 5 ) ,  and t h i s  

p r o v i d e d  a b a s i s  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  b a n k i n q  

p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  c r e d i t ,  and  t h e  e x p a n s i o n ,  t h r o u q h  

t h e  u s e  o f  c r e d i t ,  o f  b u s i n e s s .

In  1 8 9 9 ,  s e v e n t e e n  T e h r a n  m e r c h a n t s  and  s a r r a f s  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  t h e  Omumi Company, w h ich  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n t e r n a l  and  e x ­

t e r n a l  t r a d e  a n d  b a n k i n q  o p e r a t i o n s .  T r a d i n q  a n d  b a n k i n q  

c o m p a n ie s  ev en  b e q an  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  b a z a a r s  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  

t o w n s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  S o u l b u l a q ,  a  s m a l l  town i n  t h e
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p r o v i n c e  o f  T e h r a n ,  t h e  ' ' S o u l b u l a q i * '  f i r m  and i n  S h a h r o u a  

trj<;re w e re  s i x  l o c a l  f i r m s .

I n  t h e  l a r q e  t o w n s ,  q r o u p s  o t  s m a l l  and  medium s i z e  s a r ­

r a f s  o p p e r a t e d  a l o n q s i d e  t h e  t r a d i n q  f i r m s  l a r q e  s a r r a f s  

( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p p .  4 3 - 4 4 ) .  A c c o r d i n q  t o  C u r z o n ,  in  

Mashhad t h e r e  were  114 s a r r a f s  and  m o n e y l e n d e r s  ( C u r z o n ,  

1 9 6 9 ,  v o l .  I ,  p p .  1 6 7 - 6 6 ) .  F a c e d  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

t r a d e  a n a  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  d o m i n a n c e  o f  f o r e i q n  c a p i t a l  

i n  I r a n ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  m e r c h a n t s ,  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  made 

v a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a m o d ern  b a n k i n q  s y s t e m  i n  

c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f o r e i q n - c o n t r o l l e d  b a n k s .  But  s t a t e  

s u p p o r t  f o r  s u c h  an e n t e r p r i s e  was n o t  f o r t h c o m i n q .  A b d u l ­

l a e v  w r i t e s :

Ten y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  I m p e r i a l  
B ank*s  c o n c e s s i o n ,  Ha H i  Mamed Hasan  a l r e a d y  had 
p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e  Shah t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  q o v e r n m e n t  
b a n k ,  i n  w h ich  b o th  q o v e r n m e n t  and  p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l  
would p a r t i c i p a t e .  3 u t  t h i s  w i s e  s u q q e s t i o n  met 
w i t h  no r e s p o n s e  f rom  t h e  c o u r t  c i r c l e  (A b d u l ­
l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 3 ) •

I n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  a t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  a  n a t i o n a l  bank was made by a q r o u p  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  c a p i -  

t a l i s t - s a r r a f s  and  b a n k i n q  h o u s e s  o f  T e h r a n ,  i n c l u d i n q  t h e  

Tumanian b r o t h e r s ,  Ha H i  L u t f  A l i ,  Ha-j-ji B a q i r ,  M a l ik  a l -  

Tu-j-jar a n d  o t h e r s .  They w a n ted  t o  b u y  t h e  c o n t r a c t  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  I m p e r i a l  B an k ,  and  w ere  e n c o u r a c e d  i n  t h e i r  p l a n  by 

p o p u l a r  a i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h a t  o a n k .  T h i s  a t t e m p t  a 3 s o  f a i l e d .  O ver  an d  o v e r  a a a i n ,
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I r a n i a n  b u s in e s s m e n  fo und  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s  

i n d e p e n d e n t  b a n k i n q  s y s t e m .  A b d u l l a e v  summed up t h e  s i t u ­

a t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s :

T hrouqh  l o a n s  and  b a n k s ,  f o r e i q n e r s  s u b - j e c t e d  t h e  
whole  f i n a n c i a l  s y s t e m  o f  I r a n  t o  t h e i r  c o n t r o l ,  
and I r a n i a n  n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  i t s e l f  was p u t  i n  a 
d e p e n d e n t  p o s i t i o n  ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 5 ) .

The e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  f o r e i q n  owned b a n k s  w eakened  t h e  

b a z a a r  b a n k i n q  s y s t e m  t h o u q h  t h e  l a t t e r  d i d  n o t  l o s e  a l l  i t s  

i n d e p e n d e n t  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e n q t h .  As l a t e  a s  1970 t h e  b a z a a r  

s i  i l l  c o n t o r l l e d  o v e r  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  d o m e s t i c  w h o l e s a l e  

t r a d e ;  a n d ,  more i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  had  d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  

30% o f  a l l  i m p o r t s  ( f i n a n c i a l  T i m e s ,  S e p ,  1 2 ,  1978) and

c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  c a r p e t s  a n d  o t h e r  key c o m m o d i t i e s  

l i k e  n u t s  a n d  d r i e d  f r u i t s .  I n  t h i s  way t h e  b a z a a r  g a i n e d  

a c c e s s  t o  f o r e i q n  m a r k e t s  (and  h a r d  c o r r e n c y )  w i t h o u t  b e i n q  

d e p e n d e n t  on o f f i c i a l  c h a n n e l s .

L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  b a n k i n q  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  money l e n d i n g  and  

money c n a n q i n q  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d ;  a n d  a n  u n o f f i c i a l  e s t i m a t e  on 

b a z a a r i s *  l e n d i n q  in  1 9 7 6 ,  was 15% o f  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  c r e d i t  

(Graham, 1 9 7 9 ,  p .  2 2 1 ) .

In  sum,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  c a p a c i t y  t o  c o n d u c t  on an  i n d e p e n ­

d e n t  b a s i s  v a r i o u s  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  was shown by t h e i r  

a d a p t a t i o n  t o  t h e  new r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  c a p i t a l  e x p a n s i o n ,  

i e . ,  t h e  new b a n k i n q  s y s t e m .  H o w ev er ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  a b i l i t y  

t o  ex p a n d  an d  c o n t r o l  t h e  econom y h a s  b e en  c o n t i n u a l l y  c h a l ­

l e n g e d  by  i m p e r i a l  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s i n c e  1028 .
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4 .3  THE Bazaaa ABB XHg NATIONAL EQQNOijY! lfi2 fi= l§?5

b e tw e e n  1 8 2 8 - 1 5 2 5 ,  t h e  economy o f  t h e  b a z a a r  was c h a l ­

l e n g e d  by f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  and  t h e  Q a j a r  S h ah s  i n  two m a j o r  

w a y s :  d u t i e s  and  t a r i f f s *  a n d  s e c o n d l y  c o n c e s s i o n s .

Duties an^ XatiifS

As e a r l y  a s  1828 I r a n ’ s  economy f e l l  u n d e r  f o r e i q n  i n f l u ­

e n c e ,  p a r t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  h e r  m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t  by R u s s i a  

which  en u ed  i n  t h e  s i q n i n q  o f  t h e  T u r k a m a n c h a i  T r e a t y .  The 

T r e a t y  was a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  b a z a a r  m e r c h a n t s  and t h e i r  

t r a d e  a c t i v i t i e s  (and  a s  a r e s u l t  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  m a n u f a c ­

t u r e r s )  b e c a u s e  a u n i f o r m  c u s t o m s  d u t y  o f  52S was im posed  on 

I r a n i a n  m e r c h a n t s  on a l l  i m p o r t s  a n d  e x p o r t s  b e t w e e n  R u s s i a  

and  I r a n .  T h i s  h a s  been  t h e  b a s i c  s t r a t e q y  e v e r  s i n c e .  As 

a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  law  o f  1 8 7 7 ,  t h e  t e x ­

t i l e  i n d u s t r y  and  h a n d i c r a f t s  w hich  I r a n  e x p o r t e d  f o r  many 

c e n t u r i e s  t o  t h e  C a u c a s u s  and C e n t r a l  A s i a  b e q a n  t o  d e ­

c l i n e .

In  1877 t h e  R u s s i a n s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  
e f f e c t s  o f  i t s  t a r i f f  by n e a r l y  50% by i n s i s t i n g  
t h a t  d u t i e s  be p a i d  i n  q o l d , n o t  p a p e r  r u b l e s ,  and 
t n i s  p r e s u m a b l y  a f f e c t e d  I r a n i a n  q o o d s  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  E u r o p e a n  o n e s  a q a i n s t  w h ich  i t  was  p r i m a r i l y  
d i r e c t e d  ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  300)  •

T h u s ,  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  I r a n i a n  t e x t i l e s  t o  R u s s i a n ,  w h ic h  i n

1 8 7 5 -7 8  a v e r a q e d  6 4 9 ,0 0 0  r u b l e s ,  f e l l  t o  1 9 7 ,0 0 0  i n  1 8 8 5 - 8 7 ,

and  d e c l i n e d  f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  3 0 1 ) .
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O b v i o u s l y  t n e  c u s to m s  d u t i e s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  f o r e i q n  

pow ers  r em oved  any  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e n s u r i n g  t a r i f f  p r o t e c ­

t i o n  t o  t h e  d o m e s t i c  I r a n i a n  p r o d u c e r s  and  ( s m a l l )  i n d u s ­

t r i e s .  T a r i f f  l a w s  w i th  t h e  B r i t i s h  o p e n e d  t h e  I r a n i a n  m a r -  

Kat  t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  1 8 2 8 ,  I r a n  i m p o r t e d  

f ro m  t h e  B r i t i s h  1 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  y a r d s  o f  p r i n t e d  c o t t o n  q o o d s ,  

an-; by 1 8 3 4 ,  2 8 . 6  m i l l i o n  y a r d s  ( R o d i n s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p .  125)

The t a r i f f  p r i v i l e q e s  o f  f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  p r e v e n t e d  and d i s -  

c o u r a q e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l o c a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and h a n d i ­

c r a f t s ,  an d  " t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t a r i f f  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r c e d  many 

I r a n i a n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  t o  c l o s e  t h e i r  shops '*  (R a m e z a n i ,  1 9 7 4 ,  

p .  7 5 ) .  The f o l l o w i n q  a r e  some e x a m p l e s  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  d e ­

s t r o y e d  py f o r e i q n  c o m p e t i t i o n :

1 .  A q l a s s  f a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 8 7 -8 8  by Ha-j Muhara- 

med H asan  Amin a l - Z a r b  w h ich  l a t e r  h ad  t o  c l o s e  down.

2 .  A p o r c e l a i n  f a c t o r y  b e l o n g i n q  t o  t h e  a b o v e  m e r c h a n t  

i n  T e h r a n ,  and a n o t h e r  f o u n d e d  by H a i  A b b a s a l l i  and 

H a i  Reza i n  T a b r i z ,  b o t h  o f  which w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  

c l o s e  down b e c a u s e  o f  R u s s i a n  i n t r i q u e s .

3 .  A t r i c k - m a k i n q  p l a n t ,  n e a r  T e h r a n ,  w h ich  b e l o n g e d  t o  

H a i  H u s a i n  A aa i  Amin a l - Z a r b .

4 .  P a p e r  m a k in q ,  i n  I s f a h a n  an d  T e h r a n .

5 .  A s u q a r  f a c t o r y  i n  M a z a n d a r a n .

6 .  C a l i c o  w e a v in g  and c a n d l e - m a k i n q  f a c t o r i e s  i n  T e h r a n  

( d a m a l z a d e h ,  1 9 5 6 ,  p p .  9 3 - 9 4 ) .
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J a m a lz a d e h  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  bv t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  2 0 th  c e n ­

t u r y  at. l e a s t  t h i r t y  f a c t o r i e s  had  c l o s e d ,  m o s t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  

c o m p e t i t i o n  f ro m  R u s s i a  and  B r i t a i n  ( A b d u l l a e v :  3 0 6 ;  A s h r a f :

32 6) .

C o n c e s s i o n s

From t h e  l a t e  18 6 0 s ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  an d  r i v a l r y  o f  t h e  

i m p e r i a l  p o w e r s  i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  economy became i n ­

c r e a s i n g l y  a c u t e .  I h e y  n o t  o n l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n i l a t e r a l  

t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  I r a n ,  b u t  o b t a i n e d  many i n v a l u b l e  c o n ­

c e s s i o n  r i q h t s .  The m a io r  o n e s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  I h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s y s t e m  o f  t e l e q r a p h  communi­

c a t i o n  b e tw e e n  B r i t a i n  and  I n d i a  t h r o u q h  I r a n  

( 1 6 b 0 s )  .

2 .  l o l l  r o a d  im m u n i ty  a n d  i n t e r n a l  t r a n s i t  t a x e s  ( 1 8 7 1 ) .

3 .  G r a n t i n q  o f  a s i q l e  monopoly  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

a  n a t i o n a l  r a i l w a y ,  m i n i n g  e x c e p t  f o r  q o l d  and s i l ­

v e r ,  and  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  b a n k s ,  t o  a B r i t i s h  

s u b i e c t ,  B aron  J u l i u s  de  R e u t e r  ( 1 8 7 2 ) .

A n o t h e r  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e  I m p e r i a l  Bank o f  P e r s i a ,  w i t h  a m onopo ly  on t h e  

i s s u a n c e  o f  c u r r e n c y  and n o t e s  (1888)  •

5 .  The " l i f e  and  p r o p e r t y  d e c r e e "  ( 1 8 8 6 ) ,  d e s i q n e d  by 

t h e  B r i t i s h  q o v e r n m e n t  t o  p r o t e c t  B r i t i s h  s u b i e c t s .  

The I r a n i a n  q o v e r n m e n t  g u a r a n t e e d  t h e i r  s a f e t y  and 

i m m u n i t y  a q a i n s t  a n y  p o s s i b l e  d a n g e r ,  i n c l u d i n q  an
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. u p s u r g e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a q a i n s t  B r i t i s h - o w n e d  p r o p e r t y  

i n  I r a n .

6 . The q r a n t i n q  o f  a m on o p o ly  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  s a l e ,  

an d  e x p o r t  o f  a l l  t o b a c c o  i n  I r a n  t o  a B r i t i s h  f i r m  

( 1 8 9 0 ) .

The damaqe o f  t h e s e  c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  I r a n i a n s  was s o  s i q -  

r t i f i c a n t  t h a t  e v e n  Lord C u r z o n ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r  t o  

I r a n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  R e u t e r  c o n c e s s i o n  "was 

t h e  most  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s u r r e n d e r  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  i n d u s t r i a l  

r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h ” ( C u r z o n ,  1 9 6 9 ,  v o l . I ,  p .  ' ( 8 0 ) .

The e a r l y  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  I r a n  

w e re  n o t  o n l y  e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s .  

T h a t  i s ,  w h e r e a s  f o r e i q n  c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  t r a d e  was 

p r i v i i e q e d  w i t h  t o l l  r o a d  i m m u n i t y ,  ” n a t i v e  m e r c h a n t s  w e re  

s u b j e c t e d  t o  n u m e ro u s  a r b i t r a r y  t a x e s ” ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  

47)  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  q o v e r n m e n t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  b e t w e e n  E n z e l i  

( i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  I r a n )  and I s f a h a n  ( i n  t h e  c e n t r a l

p a r t  o f  I r a n )  , a r o a d  t a x  ( r a h d a r i )  had  t o  be  p a i d  s i x  

t i m e s — i n  R a s h t ,  Q a z v i n ,  T e h r a n ,  C?um, K a s h a n ,  and  I s f a h a n .  

T h e r e  w e re  a l s o  o t h e r  d u e s  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  d i r e c t  t a x e s  t h a t  

t h e  I r a n i a n  m e r c h a n t s  had t o  p a y ,  s u c h  a s  w e i q h i n q  t a x e s  

( O a p o n d a r i ) • T h i s  l a c k  o f  c o n c e r n  by t h e  I r a n i a n  q o v e rn m e n t  

to w a rd  t h e  l o c a l  m e r c h a n t s  o f  c o u r s e  was a d v a n t a q e o u s  f o r  

f o r e i q n  t r a d e r s :  ” B e in q  e x e m p te d  f ro m  i n t e r n a l  d u t i e s  and

t a x e s  o f  a l l  k i n d s ,  f o r e i q n  q o o d s  p e n e t r a t e d  u n h i n d e r e d  a l l  

tow ns  an d  r e g i o n s  o f  I r a n ” ( A b d u l l a e v ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 7 ) .
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In  t e r m s  o f  a f f e c t i n q  b a z a a r  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  d i r e c t l y  

on t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  and o f  b e i n o  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  e c o n ­

omy on t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  " t o b a c c o  c o n c e s s i o n "  was o f  m a jo r  im -
>

p o r t a n e e .  I n  r e q a r d  t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  o f  t h e  t o b a c c o

c o n c e s s i o n  on t h e  B r i t i s h  Economy, C u r z o n  com m ented  t h a t :

i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  P e r s i a  m i q h t  mean t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  
a t r a d e  t h a t  a l r e a d y  f e e d s  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  o u r  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and  I n d i a .  A 
f r i e n d l y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  P e r s i a  w i l l  mean s o  much 
m ore  e m p lo y m en t  f o r  B r i t i s h  s p i n d l e s  ( C u r z o n ,
1 9 6 9 ,  v o l .  I I ,  p .  64) .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  and  u n d e r  t h e  

new c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  m e r c h a n t s  an d  g r o w e r s  were  

f o r c e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s *  t e r m s ,  w h ich  p r o v e d  t o  be 

h i q h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  I r a n i a n s .  As a n  a r t i c l e  i n  A h k t a r ,  

o n e  o f  t h e  b a n n ed  n e w s p a p e r s  p u b l i s h e d  o u t s i d e  o f  I r a n ,  d e ­

c l a r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e :

I t  i s  c l e a r  en o u q h  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n n a i r e  w i l l  
commence t h e  work w i t h  a  s m a l l  c a p i t a l  and  w i l l  
p u r c h a s e  t h e  t o b a c c o  f ro m  t h e  c u l t i v a t o r s  and  s e l l  
i t  t o  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  an d  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  f o r  h i g h e r  
p r i c e s ,  and  a l l  t h e  p r o f i t  w i l l  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  
p u r s e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h .  As P e r s i a n  m e r c h a n t s  h a v e  
no r i q h t  t o  e x p o r t  t o b a c c o  f ro m  P e r s i a  t h o s e  who 
w e re  f o r m e r l y  e n q a q e d  i n  t h i s  t r a d e  a r e  now 
o b l i g e d  t o  q i v e  up t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  f i n d  some 
o t h e r  work f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  I h e  c o n c e s s i o n n a i r e  
d o e s  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  how many m er ­
c h a n t s  who w e re  f o r m e r l y  e n q a q e d  i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  
w i l l  be  w i t h o u t  em ploym ent  and  w i l l  s u f f e r  l o s s  i n  
f i n d i n q  o t h e r  o c c u p a t i o n s . . .  (Q uo ted  i n  K e d d i e ,
1 9 6 6 ,  p .  4 9 ) .

K e d d ie  c i t e s  a n o t h e r  d o cu m en t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  b a z a a r  m er­

c h a n t s *  l o s s  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  a l e t t e r  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  

S t a n d a r d  o f  March 7 ,  1 8 9 1 .  The l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  by a c o r ­

r e s p o n d e n t  h o l d i n g  a h i q h  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  I r a n ,  whose
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s y m p a t h i e s  w ere  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  t h e  E r i t i s h  ( K e d d i e ,  1 9 6 6 ,  p .

b i ) . T h i s  l e t t e r  e n d s  w i t h  t h e  f c l l o w i n q  r e m a r k s :

H av in q  no e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  l a w s  and  u s a q e s  o t  Eu­
r o p e ,  t h e  P e r s i a n s  who o n l y  c o n s u l t  i m m e d i a t e  i n ­
t e r e s t s  a r e  a l w a y s  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  p e r i l s  o f  s i q n -  
i n q  w i t h  E u r o p e a n  c o n t a c t s ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  which 
t h e y  do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  n o r  do t h e y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
c o n s e q u e n c e s .  Such  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  s i q n e d  
w i t h  M a jo r  T a l b o t  o f  t h e  T o b a cco  M o n o p o ly .  Un­
d o u b t e d l y ,  t h e n  t h i s  w i l l  be a  m a t t e r  o f  d i s p u t e  
i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  I t  w i l l  c r e a t e  f o r  t h e  P e r ­
s i a n  G o v e rn m e n t  a t h o u s a n d  and  o ne  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
and e m b a r r a s s m e n t s ,  w i t h o u t  c o u n t i n q  t h e  q r e a t  
l o s s e s  w h ich  i t  w i l l  c a u s e  t o  t h e  P e r s i a n  a q r i -  
c u l t u r i s t s  and  m e r c h a n t s  ( K e d d ie ,  1 9 6 6 ,  p .  5 2 ) .

The c o n c e s s i o n  n o t  o n l y  c r e a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

f o r  t h e  I r a n i a n  q o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  a s  w e l l .  I t  

s p a r k e d  o f f  t h e  f i r s t  I r a n i a n  p r o t e s t s  a q a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  

which e v e n t u a t e d  i n ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  K e d d i e ,  " t h e  f i r s t  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  mass  m ovement  i n  m odern  I r a n i a n  h i s t o r y "  and " l e d  

t o  a  t o t a l  c a n c e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n "  ( K e d d i e ,  1 9 6 6 ,  P. 

1) .

b a z a a r i s  s t a q e d  a n o t h e r  f i e r c e  s t r u q q l e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

f o r e i q n  d o m in a n c e  o f  I r a n  and i n t e r n a l  o p p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 5 - 1 1 .  T h i s  s t r u q q l e  b r o u q h t  

a  m a jo r  o a z a a r i  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  r e q a r d  t o  t h e  f o r e i q n  econom­

i c  r e l a t i o n s  o f  I r a n .  A c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e  was e n ­

a c t e d  m ak in q  e x p l i c i t  t h e  ways t h a t  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  s u c h  

m a t t e r s  c o u l d  be  made;

S i q n i n q  a n y  t r e a t y ,  p r o v i d i n q  any  c o n c e s s i o n s  and  
monopoly i n  r e q a r d  t o  t r a d e ,  i n d u s t r y ,  and  a q r i -  
c u l t u r e ,  be  t h e  p a r t n e r  I r a n i a n  o r  f o r e i q n e r ,  m us t  
be a p p r o v e d  by t h e  M a j l i s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  t r e a t i e s  
t h a t  a r e  p r o v e  t o  be  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  q o v -
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u r n m e n t  and t h e  n a t i o n  ( p r i n c i p l e  24 o f  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ) .

Thouqh t h i s  law was a q r e a t  a c h i e v e m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u -  

t i o n a l i s t s ,  t h e  f o r e i q n  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  I r a n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by 

t h e  B r i t i s h ,  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1 9 2 5 .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  w i t h  t h e  

q o v e r n m e n t  becom inq  much more  c e n t r a l i z e d  a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  

w i t h  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  I r a n ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  c h o s e  

t o  be  l e s s  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e  o f  I r a n .

4 . 4  m e  aasftAB m o . ias national ecqnomy: 1 2 2 5 = 1 9 5 1

Even t h o u q h  i n  P r i n c i p l e  24 o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ( s e e

a b o v e ) , t h e r e  was no  m e n t i o n  o f  s t a t e  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e

n a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  and t h e  econom y,  Reza Shah d u r i n q  h i s

r e i u n  d i s r e q a r d e d  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a n d  h i s  v e r y  f i r s t  move

was t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a  t r a d e  m onopoly  by t h e  s t a t e .  T h i s

was t h e  b e q i n n i n q  o f  v a r i o u s  c a m p a i q n s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of

a h i q h l y  c e n t r a l i z e d  n a t i o n  s t a t e  p r o b a b l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t

t i m e  s i n c e  1 5 0 0 ,  w i t h  t h e  w h o le  economy f a l l i n q  i n t o  t h e

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t .  On t h e  w h i l e ,  t h e  b a z a a r  e n -

t r e p r e n u e r s  w e re  s e r i o u s l y  l i m i t e d  by t h e  s t a t e  a c t i o n s .

However t h e r e  were  some who became "dependent**  on t h e

q o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  q r o w t h .  I t  was o n l y  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t

(banK.s) w h ich  c o u l d  q r a n t  l o a n s ,  c r e d i t s ,  l i c e n s i n q ,  and

i n s u r e  them a q a i n s t  c o m p e t i t i o n :

The e c o n o m ic  e n t e r p r i s e s  l a u n c h e d  by Reza  Shah 
s u f f e r e d  f rom  o v e r c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and  b u r e a u c r a t i c  
i n e f f i c i e n c y .  He a n d  many o f  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  
p r o f i t e d  f rom  q o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d  e n t e r p r i s e s  by 
b o t h  l e q a l  and  s h a d y  p r a c t i c e s .  G overnm en t
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p r o t e c t i o n  and f i n a n c i n q  o f  i n d u s t r y  o f t e n  d i s -  
c o u r a q e d  e f f i c i e n c y .  The p r a c t i c e  o f  p a y i n a  o u t  
a l l  p r o f i t s  a s  d i v i d e n d s  a n d  t h e n  t u r n i n q  t o  t h e  
q o v e r n m e n t  t o r  f u n d s  w a s ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d ,  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c  o f  I r a n i a n  e n t e r p r i s e  ( K e d d i e ,  1 9 8 1 ,  p .
101) .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i n  t h e  e n c o u r a q e m e n t  o f  i n v e s t m e n t ,  

Reza S h a h ' s  p o l i c i e s  i n e v i t a b l y  f a v o r e d  t h e  q r o w th  o f  com­

m e rc e  m ore  t h a n  i n d u s t r y :

G o v ern m en t  h e l p  and  q u a r a n t e e d  h iq h  p r o f i t s  t o  
s e m i o f f i c i a l  t r a d e  m o n o p o l i e s  f a v o r e d  i n v e s t m e n t  
i n  com m erce ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  more e s s e n t i a l  i n ­
d u s t r y ,  a s  commerce r e q u i r e d  l e s s  c a p i t a l  and 
p r o m i s e d  q u i c k e r  r e t u r n s  ( K e d d i e ,  1 9 8 1 ,  p p .  
1 0 1 - 1 0 2 ) .

K e d d ie  s a y s  t h a t  i n  1940 t h e r e  w e re  t w i c e  a s  many c o m m e r c i a l  

c o m p a n i e s  a s  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  f o r m e r ' s  t o t a l  

c a p i t a l  was t w i c e  a s  h i q h  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  ( K e d d i e ,  

1 9 8 1 ,  p .  1 0 2 ) .

Reza S h a h ' s  e c o n o m ic  p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s t a t e  m o n o p o l ­

i z a t i o n  o f  f o r e i q n  t r a d e .  T h i s  c r e a t e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  t r a d e r s  who w an ted  t o  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t  f rom  t h e  s t a t e .  

T h a t  i s ,  u n d e r  t h e  F o r e i q n  T r a d e  Monopoly  Act  o f  1 9 3 3 ,  t h e  

a o v e r n m e n t  a c q u i r e d  a m o n o p o ly  o v e r  a l l  i m p o r t i n o  and e x -  

p o r t i n q  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  T r a d e r s  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  u n d e r  

t h e  same law  c o u l d  a l s o  e n q a q e  i n  f o r e i q n  t r a d e  i f  t h e y  w e r e

" s u i t a b l e  p e r s o n s "  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t ,  p r o v i d e d  i n

a d d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  p a i d  t h e  d u t i e s  and  t a x e s  (Area Hand Book

f o r  I r a n ,  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  5 0 0 ) .
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Some m e r c h a n t s  w ere  s e r i o u s l y  damaqed by t h i s  c o m b i n a t i o n  

o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and l a w s .  T h i s  was shown when, i n  

1 9 3 0 s , t h e  b a z a a r i  m e r c h a n t s ,  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  M a - i l i s ,  

c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  “ h a s  c a u s e d  t h e  d e c a y  o f  

l a r u e  a m o u n t s  o f  i m p o r t e d  q o o d s  i n  c u s to m s  s t o r a q e "  ( J a m i ,  

1 9 7 6 ,  o .  1 6 ) .  Some l a t e r  r e p o r t s ,  i n  r e f e r r i n q  t o  t h e  i n ­

c i d e n t ,  commented t h a t  t h e  daraaqe was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  Reza 

S h a h ’ s  m e a s u r e s  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  own i n v e s t m e n t s .  One s u c h  

r e p o r l  was q i v e n  by t h e  n e w s p a p e r  S e t a r e h :

F o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  C h a l o u s  H a r i r  ( s i l k )  w e a v in q  
company t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  p u t  a ban  on r e l e a s i n q  t h e  
s i l k  f rom  c u s t o m s  s t o r a q e ,  which  a l r e a d y  had q o v -  
e r n m e n t  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  i m p o r t a t i o n .  T h i s  a c t  
c a u s e d  t h e  b a n k r u p t c y  o f  t h e  i m p o r t e r s  ( J a m i ,
1 9 7 b ,  p .  1 7 ) .

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  c h a r q e s ,  t h e  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  o f  

t r a d e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  l o w e r i n q  t h e m ,  i n c r e a s e d  p r i c e s  s u b s t a n ­

t i a l l y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  " W h e re a s  b e f o r e  t h e  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  im­

p o r t e d  f o r e i q n  s i l k  was s o l d  a t  30 r i a l s  p e r  m e t e r ,  when i t  
%

came u n d e r  t h e  s t a t e  m onopo ly  i t  was s o l d  a t  60 r i a l s  p e r  

m e t e r "  ( J a m i ,  1 9 7 6 ,  p .  1 7 ) .

Most o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p r o q r a m s  w e re  u n d e r t a k e n  by 

t h e  q o v e r n m e n t -o w n e d  p l a n t s . 20 T h e s e  p l a n t s  w ere  p r i m a r i l y  

i n v o l v e d  i n  p r o d u c i n q  q o o d s  f o r  d o m e s t i c  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  o r

20 b u t  t n e  s t a t e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p l a n  was l i m i t e d  b e c a u s e  
o f  i t s  c l o s e  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  l a n d l o r d s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e  members o f  t h e  1 5 t h  P a r l i a m e n t ,  a c c o r d i n a  t o  Razm 
m a q a z i n e  (A uqus t  5 ,  1848 No. 3 ) ,  w e re  composed  o f  62 b i q  
l a n d l o r d s ,  10 f a c t o r y  o w n e r s ,  22 h i q h - r a n k i n q  q o v e r n m e n t  
o f f i c i a l s .  28 M i n i s t r y  o f  J u s t i c e  a t t o r n e y s .  H a l f  o f  t h e  
l a s t  q ro u p  owned t r a d i n q  c o m p a n i e s .
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t h e y  w ere  l i q h t  i n d u s t r i e s  s u c h  a s  t e x t i l e s ,  f o o d s t u f f s  and 

l e a t h e r  f a c t o r i e s ,  o r  t h e y  p r o d u c e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s .  

The t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  e n j o y e d  more  t h a n  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t o t a l  

em p lo y m en t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  ( S o d a u a r ,  p .  1 8 8 ) •  And o f  a l l  i n ­

d u s t r i e s ,  t h e  s t a t e  -owned p l a n t s  em p lo y e d  a l m o s t  40% o f  t h e  

work f o r c e  and p o s s e s e d  80% o f  t h e  l a r q e  f a c t o r i e s  ( A s h r a f ,  

1 9 7 0 ,  p .  330) .

Some o f  t h e  b i q q e s t  p l a n t s  w e re  owned by Reza Shah h im ­

s e l f .  The f u n d s  t o  r u n  them  w e re  o f t e n  a l l o c a t e d  f ro m  t a x  

r e v e n u e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  o n e  n e w s p a p e r  b i t t e r l y  commented 

i n  1 9 4 1 ,  t h r o u q h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  d e p a r t m e n t  named "Ad­

v a n c e m e n t  o f  i n d i q e n o u s  t e x t i l e s , "  t h e  s t a t e  im p o se d  10% 

t a x e s  on w oo len  q o o d s ,  h a b e r d a s h e r y ,  h a t s ,  e t c .  Xhe m oney ,  

a o a i n  i n  t h e  name o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  i n d i q e n o u s  t e x t i l e s ,  

w en t  t o  t h e  s i l K  i n d u s t r y  o f  C h a l o u s  w h ich  was p r i v a t e l y  

owned by Reza  S h a h .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  economy 

c r e a t e d  p r o b l e m s  f o r  c u l t i v a t o r s  and some o t h e r  p r i v a t e l y ,

owned i n d u s t r i e s .  I n  r e q a r d  t o  a q r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ,  

w r o t e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  monopoly  o n  r i c e  i n  

some n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  I r a n  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o d u c t  

was p r o h i b i t e d  i n  I s f a h a n  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  ( in  J a m i ,  1 9 7 6 ,  

p .  5 7 ) .  As f o r  p r i v a t e l y  owned i n d u s t r i e s ,  q o v e r n m e n t  a c ­

t i v i t y  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  some i m p o r t a n t  i t e m s  l i k e  t o b a c ­

c o ,  made them  i n c r e a s i n q  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n t r o l  an d  f i n a l l y
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s ta te*  o w n e r s h i p .  As S h a h r i  r e m a rk .e e ,  b e f o r e  Reza  S h a h ' s  

r u l» .  t h e  t o b a c c o  i n d u s t r y  was i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  b a z a a r i s  who 

had  some modern  t e c h n o l o g y ,  l i k e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  c u t t i n q  t o ­

b a c c o  an d  r o l l i n q  c i q a r e t t e s .  When Reza  Shah  came i n t o  pow­

e r  he t o o k  t h e  i n d u s t r y  away f ro m  them  and  made i t  s t a t e -  

owned ( S n a h r i ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p p .  2 2 2 - 2 2 3 ) .

In  sum ,  Reza S h a h ' s  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p l a n  h ad  t h r e e  d e ­

c i s i v e  e f f e c t s  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  e conom y:

1 .  I h e  e x i s t e n c e  an d  s t r e n q t h e n i n q  o f  l a n d l o r d s ,  Reza  

Shah  h i m s e l f  b e c o m in g  o ne  o f  t h e  b i q q e s t  l a n d l o r d s  o f  

a l l , 2 i

2 . I h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  t r a d e  more  t h a n  i n d u s t r y ,

3 .  G ove rn m en t  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  econom y.

F i n a l l y ,  W i l b e r ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  a b o u t  Reza  Shah  i s  r e a s o n a b l y  

a c c u r a t e :  "The  m e r c h a n t s  l o s t  f r e e d o m  o f  e n t e r p r i s e  a s  t h e y

w a re  d raw n  i n t o  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  s y s t e m  o f  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  and  

o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  i n d u s t r y ,  com m erce  and t r a d e "  ( U i l b e r ,  1 9 6 7 ,

p ,  126 ) ■

a f t e r  WWII, w i t h  t h e  s i q n i n q  o f  t h e  1943 c o m m e r c i a l  t r e a ­

t y  b e tw e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  I r a n  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  f o r ­

mer and  w i t h  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  M i l l s p o u q h  a s  g e n e r a l  raan-

2 i  Reza Shah by p a s s i n q  v a r i o u s  l a n d  l a w s  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d l o r d s .  E x a m p le s  o f  s u c h  l a w s  w e r e  
t h e  new l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  1928 t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o p e r  t i t l e  
t o  u r b a n  l a n d  i n  t h e  T e h r a n  a r e a .  The m a io r  l a n d h o l d e r s  
b e n e f i t e d  e n o r m o u s l y  f ro m  t h e s e  l a w s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a c ­
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e s e  l a w s  a l a n d l o r d  c o u l d  c l a i m  l a n d  a s  f a r  
a s  i t  c o u l d  be  w a t e r e d  (G raham ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  4 7 ) .
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a o e r  o f  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I r a n ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

U .S .  i n  i h e  n a t i o n a l  economy o f  I r a n  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l ­

l y .  M i l l s p o u q h , i n  h i s  m i s s i o n  was q i v e n  t h e  f u l l  pow er  t o  

d raw  up t h e  n a t i o n a l  b u d q e t ,  h i r e  an d  f i r e  e m p l o y e e s ,  e t c .  

L a t e r  o n ,  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  i n c r e a s e d  e v e n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i n -  

t e r v e n i n q  i n  t h e  w ho le  eco n o m y :  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  c o n t r o l l i n q  i n ­

t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  t r a d e ,  a c c e s s  t o  r aw  m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  d i s ­

t r i b u t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t s  a n d  f o o d  s t u f f s  and 

p r i c e s .  H is  i n v o l v e m e n t  c o u p e l d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  s e v e n  y e a r  

d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  d e s i q n e d  by t h e  U .S .  q o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 9 4 8 - 4 9 ,  

maae I r a n ’ s  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n c r e a s i n q l y  d e p e n d e n t  on 

t h e  U .S .

4.5 mg; a&z&aa m b  a m  naxiqnai, zoo m *-- i s i i r u s a

D u r in g  t h e  two y e a r  p r e m i e r s h i p  o f  M ossadeqh  ( 1 9 5 1 - 1 9 5 3 ) ,  

t h e  o v e r a l l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  economy was c h a n a e d  and 

t h e  b a z a a r  q a i n e d  i m p o r t a n c e  a s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l  

c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  I h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n q e s  o f  t h e  e c o n o ­

my an a  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  w e re  a r a t h e r  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  d i m i n ­

i s h i n g  f o r e i q n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  B r i t i s h  and  U .S .  t i e s  w i t h  

I r a n .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  t h e s e s  o f  

F r a n k ,  B a r a n ,  and  Sweezy  i n  r e q a r d  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  i m p e r i a l ­

i s t  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  I h i r d  W o r ld .  As F ra n k  r e m a r k s :

t n e  s a t e l l i t e s  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e i r  q r e a t e s t  e c o n o m ic  
d e v e l o p m e n t  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  most  c l a s s i c a l l y  
c a p i t a l i s t  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i f  and  when 
t h e i r  t i e s  t o  t h e i r  m e t r o p o l i s  a r e  w e a k e s t .  T h i s  
h y p o t h e s i s  i s  a l m o s t  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e s i s  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  
u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  f o l l o w s  f ro m  t h e  q r e a t e s t
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d e g r e e  o f  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  an d  d i f f u s i o n  f rom  t h e  rne- 
t r o p l i t a n  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s *  T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s
seem s  t o  be c o n f i r m e d  by two K in d s  o f  r e l a t i v e  
i s o l a t i o n  t h a t  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y .  One i s  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  
i s o l a t i o n  c a u s e d  by t h e  c r i s i s  o f  war o r  d e p r e s ­
s i o n  i n  t h e  World m e t r o p o l i s .  [ T h e  s e c o n d  1 i s  t h e  
g e o q r a p h i c  and  e c o n o m i c  i s o l a t i o n . . . f f r o m  t h e  im ­
p e r i a l i s t  p o w e r s !  ( F r a n k ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  1 0 ) .

By t h e  same t o k e n , a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  o i l  b o y c o t t  i n  

1953 by W e s te rn  c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  a n d  a 

c o n s e q u e n t  d i m i n i t i o n  o f  f o r e i q n  e x c h a n g e  an d  d e c l i n e  i n  

g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e s ,  r i q o r o u s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  i m p o r t s  w e re  

im p o sed  (N iru m an d ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 0 9 ) .  One o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e f ­

f e c t s  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  was a p o s i t i v e  b a l a n c e  o f  t r a d e  d u r i n q  

t h e  two y e a r s  o f  M o s s a a e q h * s  q o v e r n m e n t ,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  

p a s t  and  a f t e r  h i s  o v e r t h r o w .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T a b l e  3 ,  t h e  e x ­

p o r t  l e v e l  i n  1 9 5 2 - 5 3  was  a l m o s t  t w i c e  a s  h i q h  a s  t h e  

194.9-50 l e v e l ,  and  s t a y e d  h i q h  e v e n  i n  t h e  f ew  y e a r s  a f t e r  

h i s  d o w n f a l l .

M o s s a d e q h ' s  t r a d e  p o l i c y  o p e n e d  up i n t e r n a l  e c o n o m i c  a c ­

t i v i t i e s  and d e v e l o p m e n t .  The new p o l i c y  r e l i e d  on e n c o u r -  

a c i n q  e x p o r t s .  T h u s ,  p r e v i o u s  t a x a t i o n s  on  e x p o r t e d  q o o d s  

w e re  r em oved  ( S o d a q a r ,  p .  2 6 3 ) .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  

e x e m p te d  t h e  e x p o r t i n q  c o m p a n i e s  f ro m  p a y i n q  t a x e s  f o r  f i v e  

y e a r s  ( S o d a q a r ,  p .  2 6 3 ) .  A q r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n c r e a s e d  

and  t h e  c o u n t r y  a l m o s t  becam e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  a s  e x p o r t  i n ­

d u s t r y  c h a n q e d  f rom  o i l  t o  a q r i c u l t u r e ,  t h a t  i s ,  f rom  c a p i ­

t a l  i n t e n s i v e  t o  l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  i n d u s t r y .  I n  1954  t h e
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TABLE 3

I m p o r t s  v s .  E x p o r t s ,  1 9 4 9 - 1 9 b l

Y ear I m p o r t s * E x p o r t s *

1 9 4 9 - 5 0 6243 3494
1 9 5 0 - 5 1 7011 4319
1 9 5 2 - 5 3 5031 5721
1 9 5 3 - 5 4 5324 8318
1 9 5 4 - 5 5 7425 10288
1 9 5 5 - 5 6 9125 8033
1 9 5 6 - 5 7 20081 7930
1 9 5 6 -5 9 33578 7941
1 9 6 0 - 6 1 52675 8363

* v a l u e  i n  m i l l i o n s  o f  r i a l s  

S o u r c e  : N i ru m a n d ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 1 0 .

n o n - o i l  e x p o r t  o f  I r a n  r e a c h e d  i t s  h i q h e s t  p o i n t  e v e r  (So­

d a q a r ,  p .  2 6 3 ) .  U s in a  M a h d a v i ' s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  

t o  s a y  t h a t  I r a n  c h a n q e d  f ro m  a ’‘r e n t i e r  s t a t e ” t o  a n  i n d e ­

p e n d e n t  o n e  (M ah d av i ,  1 9 7 0 ) .

As was n o t e d  a b o v e ,  e x p o r t s  o f  n o n - o i l  p r o d u c t s  i n ­

c r e a s e d  d u r i n q  M o s s a d e q h ' s  t i m e .  H ow ev er ,  o i l  e x p o r t s  d e ­

c l i n e d  s h a r p l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  and  t h e  U .S .  o i l  

em b arq o  on I r a n .  T a b l e  4 sh o w s  t h a t  t h i s  b a l a n c e  r e v e r s e d  

a f t e r  t h e  Shah r e t u r n e d  t o  p o w er  i n  1 9 5 3 .

B a n k s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n q  f o r e i q n  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

an d  t h e  b i q  m e r c h a n t s ,  had  no  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  co m p ly  w i t h  t h e  

d o m e s t i c  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  e n t r e p r e n u e r s  d u r i n q  M oss ­

a d e q h ' s  q o v e r n m e n t .  F o r  t h e  b a z a a r i s  t h i s  m ean t  more  p o l i t ­

i c a l  and e c o n o m ic  au tonom y a n d  l e s s  r e l i a n c e  on t h e  W e s t e r n  

c o u n t r i e s  and t h e  s t a t e .
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TABLE 4

i n e  E x p o r t  o f O i l  and N o n -O i l p r o d u c t s :  1952 - 1 9 6 1

Y ear o i l  e x p o r t n o n - o i l  e x p o r t S o i l  e x p o r t %n o n - o i l

1952 12* 6 ,0 0 0 2

i e x p o r t

9 9 . 8
1.953 26 3 8 . 5 0 0 3 97
19 54 2 , 5 8 8 1 0 ,0 0 0 1 6 . 5 84
19 55 9 , 5 0 0 8 ,0 0 0 54 46
1956 1 6 , 0 0 0 8 , 0 0 0 67 23
1957 1 9 , 0 0 0 8 ,5 0 0 70 30
1958 2 3 , 0 0 0 8 ,0 0 0 74 26
1559 4 9 , 5 0 0 8 , 0 0 0 8 6 . 5 1 3 . 5
1960 5 3 , 3 9 0 8 ,5 0 0 8 6 . 5 1 3 . 5
19 61 5 6 . 4 5 1 9 , 5 0 0 8 5 . 5 1 4 . 5

* m i l l i o n  r i a l s

S o u r c e :  Y ea r  Book. S t a t i s t i c s  o f  I r a n ' s  F o r e i q n  T r a d e ,  
M i n i s t r y  o f  E c o n o m ic s  ( i n  S o d a q a r ,  p .  378)

A f t e r  M o s s a d e q h ' s  f a l l ,  I r a n  a u a i n  w en t  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l

o f  f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  by s i q n i n q  t h e  1954 o i l  t r e a t y .

r i e t i i e d  Exxon c o r p o r a t i o n  e x e c u t i v e  Howard W. Paqe 
t e s t i f i e d  on March 2 8 ,  1954 t h a t  E x x o n ,  S t a n d a r d
O i l  Co.  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  T e x a c o ,  M o b i l  an d  G u l f  b e -  
uan “j o i n t  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  I r a n  i n  1954  a s  p a r t  o f  an  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s o r t i u m  w i t h  B r i t i s h  P e t r o l e u m  
b e c a u s e  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  an d  t h e  U . S .  t h o u q h t  s u c h  a 
s t e p  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  I r a n  f ro m  f a l l i n g  
u n d e r  S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  ( S e n a t e  F o r e i q n  R e l a t i o n s  
S u b c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n q  on  m u l t i n a t i o n a l s  c o r p o r a ­
t i o n ,  NYT, March 2 9 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  4 7 : 1 . )

The i n c r e a s e  o f  o i l  e x p o r t  b e c a m e ,  by 1 9 6 1 ,  m o re  t h a n  80S

o f  I r a n i a n  e x p o r t s  ( S o d a q a r ,  p .  2 6 3 ) .

In  a d a i t i o n ,  due  t o  l a r g e  l o a n s  f ro m  t h e  U .S .  t h e  i m p o r t s  

o f  qoods  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  t o  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  h i g h .  The a v e r -  

a q e  s h a r e  o f  I r a n  i n  World  i m p o r t s  ( e x c e p t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

c o u n t r i e s )  i n c r e a s e d  f rom 27% i n  1 9 5 0 - 5 4  t o  4358 i n  1 9 6 2 - 6 6 .
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T h i s  s i z e  o i  e x p o r t ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  V a o h a r ,  was t h e  l a r q e s t  

i n c r e a s e  i n  f o r e i q n  t r a d e  i n  t h e  M id d l e  E a s t  ( V a c h a r ,  1 9 7 1 ,  

p .  3 5 ) .  I t  was f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  J e r r o l d  W alden  p o i n t e d  

o u t  t h a t :

D e s p i t e  l a r q e - s c a l e  A m e r ic a n  a i d  { p r o v i d e d  a s  
soon  a s  M o ssa d e q h  had b e e n  o v e r t h r o w n ) , I r a n  i s  
now i n  m ore  d e s p e r a t e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i t s  t h a n  a t  
t h e  h e i q h t  o f  h e r  m i s a d v e n t u r e  i n  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .
When M ossadeqh  d e p a r t e d ,  d e s p i t e  a n a t i o n a l  d e b t  
o f  some $210  m i l l i o n ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  n o n e t h e l e s s
s t i l l  p o s s e s s e d  r e s e r v e s  e x c e e d i n q  $150 m i l l i o n  i n  
q o ld  and f o r e i a n  e x c h a n q e .  Bu t  by t h e  e n d  o f
1 9 6 0 ,  I r a n  f o r  a l l  i t s  q r e a t  o i l  i n c o m e , . . .  (had)
n e a r l y  e x h a u s t e d  i t s  f o r e i q n  c u r r e n c y  r e ­
s e r v e s .  • . M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  n a t i o n  had b u i l t  up  an
enorm ous  e x t e r n a l  d e b t ,  d e s p i t e  f o r e i q n  a i d  (Wal­
d e n ,  q u o t e d  by N i r u m a n d ,  p .  9 5 ,  1 9 6 9 ) .

The e c o n o m i c  b a n k r u p c y  t o  w h ich  p r im e  m i n i s t e r  Amini had 

a d m i t t e d  i n  1 9 6 1 ,  was n o t  a  c o i n c i d e n c e .  S i n c e  19 53 ,  i n  a d ­

d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h e  r a t i o  o f  i m p o r t s  t o  e x p o r t s ,  

e m p h a s i s  was p u t  on t h e  e x p o r t  o f  o i l  and  i m p o r t  o f  m i l i t a r y  

h a r d w a r e .  I h e  l a t t e r  a s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  M o s s a d e q h ,  was f o r  

p r o t e c t i o n  and  d e f e n c e .  Y e t ,  M ossadeqh  h i m s e l f  r e m a rk e d  

t h a t  “ I r a n  n e e d e d  o n l y  a l i t t l e  army t h a t  c o u l d  h a n d l e  b o r ­

d e r  i n c i d e n t s ,  a s  i t  would b e  u n a b l e  t o  ward o f f  t h e  m i l i ­

t a r y  a t t a c k  o f  a  q r e a t  power  anyhow** (N irum and ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  

9 5 ) .  K e f e r i n q  t o  M o s s a d e q h ' s  v iew on t h e  a r m y ,  t h e  Shah 

l a t e r  w r o t e  i n  h i s  boon;.  M i s s i o n  f o r  My C o u n t r y ,  t h a t  s e c u r ­

i t y  f o r c e s  i n  1 9 5 2 - 5 3  o u t b r e a k s  " u n d e r  M o s s a d e q h ' s  o r d e r s  

w ere  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  s p e c t a t o r s ' *  ( P a h l a v i ,  1 9 6 0 ,  p p .  

6 5 - 8 6 ) •  The S h a h ' s  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  an d  t h e  " o p e n  

d o o r "  p o l i c y  o f  h i s  q o v e r n m e n t  i n  r e q a r d  t o  i m p o r t s ,  a s  w e l l
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a s  h i s  lack ,  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p ­

ment and  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  e n t r e p r e n u e r s , l e d  t o  

c o u n t l e s s  e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m s  a f t e r  M o s s a d e q h ’s  f a l l .  Even 

t h e  r e f o r m e r  and  p r o - A m e r i c a n  p r im e  m i n i s t e r  A m i n i , i n  N i r u -  

m a n d ' s  w o r d s ,  c r i t i c i z e d  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  f o r  m i s h a n d l i n u  t h e  

economy (N i ru m a n d ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  70) h e  commented  t h a t :

The b i q q e s t  e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m  i n  I r a n ,  w h ic h  a f ­
f l i c t s  n e a r l y  t h e  w h o le  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i s  t h e  low 
s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n q  and  t h e  lack ,  o f  v i t a l l y  n e c e s ­
s a r y  q o o d s .  I h e  e x c e s s i v e l y  h i q h  p r i c e s  o f  f o o d ,  
t h e  r a p i d  r i s e  o f  t h e  q e n e r a l  c o s t  o f  l i v i n c  i n ­
d e x ,  and  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  draw up an a c c u r a t e  and  w o r k a b l e  
p l a n  f o r  l o w e r i n q  and  s t a b l i z i n q  p r i c e s  a n d  f o r  
o r e v e n t i n q  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  i n f l a t i o n  a r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  
an d  m ost  i m p o r t a n t  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  a r e  t o  b e  c o n s i d ­
e r e d  (N i ru m a n d ,  p .  96 ,  1 9 6 9 ) .

F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  1 9 5 5 ,  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  q o v ­

e r n m e n t  a q a i n  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  B e tw een  19 5 5 - 6 1 ,  t h e  

s h a r e  o f  q o v e r n m e n t  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  f ro m  7 . 4  t o  

1 7 . 6  p e r c e n t ,  com pared  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  

f ro m  1 0 . 4  t o  13 p e r c e n t .  T a b l e  5 sh o w s  t h i s  t r e n d .
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I h e  C o m p a r i s o n

I A dLE. 5 

o f  P r i v a t e  an d  P u b l i c I n v e s t m e n t s  (1 9 5 5 -6 1 )

Y ear P r i v a t e  i n v e s t m e n t P u b l i c  i n v e s t m e n t

1955 1 0 . 4 * 7 . 4

1956 1 0 .8 1 3 . 3

19 57 1 0 .9 1 6 .9

19 56 2 3 .3 2 1 . 4

19 59 3 0 .5 2 0 . 5

1960 2 1 .9 2 7 . 2

19 61 13 2 5 . 6

1962 13 1 7 . 8

^ b i l l i o n s  o f  r i a l s
S o u r c e :  P l a n  O r q a n i z a t i o n  ( S o d a q a r ,  p .  384)

* .6  m g  BftZft&B 6m  m g  NJ^EION&L ECQNQBY: I 9 g 3 r l 8

The S h a h ' s  p r o q ra m  o f  l a n d  r e f o r m ,  l a u n c h e d  i n  1 9 6 3 ,  was 

a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t s  made i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  by Amini  

i n  19 6 1 .  I h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  was p r i m a r i l y  more p o ­

l i t i c a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e n d e d  t o  b r i n q  any  l o n q - r u n  e c o n o m ic  

develoD m ent. I n  q e n e r a l ,  s c r u t i n y  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  land  

r e f o r m  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  r e f o r m  was a  p r o c e s s  by w h i c h ,  a c ­

c o r d i n g  t o  J a z a n i  (1978)  , t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e tw ee n  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  

and  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  b o u r q e o i s i e  on t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e  c o n ­

f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  t h e  U . S .  on t h e  o t h e r ,  w e re  

r e s o l v e d  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  e a c h  c a s e .
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Botn  f o r c e s ,  i n  c l o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  and 

w i t h  t h e  Shah a s  a s t a b l i z i n q  f o r c e  and  a  p a r t n e r ,  a t t e m p t e d  

t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  h o l d  on i n d u s t r y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and 

t r a d e ,  and  t o  d e v i s e  and  c o n t r o l  new d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r s .  

The a im e  was t o  q u a r a n t e e  a  maximum p r o f i t  f o r  t h e  d e p e n ­

d e n t  b o u r a e o i s i e  and  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o w e r s .  T h e s e  e c o n o m i c  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  b a z a a r i s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

1 .  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  p r o d u c t i o n

2 .  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  q o o d s

3 .  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t r a d e  a c t i v i t i e s

4 .  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  t h r o u g h  G u i l d s .

GP.BBgtUiQtl itt £EQgUc£i&Q

The Shah  and  h i s  f o r e i q n  an d  d o m e s t i c  p a r t n e r s ,  by c e n ­

t r a l i z i n g  m os t  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  econ o m y ,  b r o u q h t  a l l  i n d u s ­

t r i a l  i n i t i a t i v e  u n d e r  t h e i r  c o n t r o l .  A p a m p h l e t  p u b l i s h e d  

by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  C e n t e r  ( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  i n  r e q a r d  t o  i n ­

v e s t m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  A m e r i c a n s ,  r e m a r k e d  t h a t :

The I r a n i a n  q o v e r n m e n t  p l a y s  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  
economy i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y s :  a)  C o n t r o l  o f  t h e
economy t h r o u g h  m o n e t a r y  and  f i s c a l  p o l i c y .  b) 
C a r r y i n q  o u t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o i e c t s  t h r o u q h  t h e  P l a n  
O r q a n i z a t i o n ,  a  q o v e r n m e n t  a q e n c y .  c)  G o v e rn m e n t  
a p p r o v a l  f o r  a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  i n v e s t m e n t s — i n  t h e  
c a s e  o f  f o r i e q n  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  M i n i s ­
t e r s  m us t  i s s u e  a  l i c e n c e  o r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  d) 
O c c a s i o n a l  f i x i n q  o f  p r i c e s  o f  e s s e n t i a l  c o n s u m e r  
f o o d s  and  r e q u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y * s  i n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l  t r a d e  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  C e n t e r ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .
15) .
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I n i s  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  f o r e i q n  c a p i t a l  w i t h  f a v o r a -  

o l e  c o n d i t i o n s  l o r  i n v e s t i n q  r n  I r a n .  V a r i o u s  p r o t e c t i v e  

r e q u l a t i o n s  w ere  i s s u e d  by t h e  I r a n i a n  q o v e r n m e n t  i n  o r d e r  

t o  q u a r a n t y  a s a f e  r e t u r n  o f  p r o f i t .  Two s u c h  l a w s  w e re  

p a s s e d  on  December  4 ,  1 9 5 5 ,  an d  F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 6 4 .

M o r e o v e r ,  i n  most i n s t a n c e s  t h e  f o r e i q n  i n v e s t o r s *  a n n u a l  

p r o f i t  a s  w e l l  a s  i n v e s t e d  c a p i t a l  c o u l d  be  r e m i t t e d  i n  

f o r e i q n  e x c h a n q e  (N i ru m a n d ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 4 5 ) .  The f o r e i q n  i n ­

v e s t o r s *  p i i v i l e q e s  v i s  a v i s  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  I r a n i a n  i n v e s ­

t o r s ,  c o m b in e d  w i t n  t h e i r  l a r q e  c a p i t a l s ,  d i d  n o t  p e r m i t  

d o m e s t i c  f i r m s  t o  qrow b e y o n d  a c e r t a i n  s i z e  (N i ru m a n d ,  

1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 4 5 ) .

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  l a r q e  p l a n t s  e i ­

t h e r  by t h e  f o r e i q n  i n v e s t o r s  ( m o s t l y  m u l t i n a t i o n a l s )  o r  t h e  

q o v e r n m e n t ,  p r o d u c e d  and  s o l d  q o o d s  i n  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

more e n t e r p r i s e s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ,  t h i s  weakened  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

power  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  and  t h e  " i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o d u c e r s " .

The s h o e  i n d u s t r y  i s  a qood  e x a m p l e .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  s h o e  

p r o d u c t i o n  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  work s h o p s  and 

t n e i r  s m a l l  f a c t o r i e s .  I n  1965 t h e  q o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  S h a h ,  

and  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  b o u r q e o i s i e  p u t  s e v e r a l  s h o e  f a c t o r i e s  

i n t o  o p e r a t i o n ,  p r o t e c t i n q  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  by b a n n i n q  

s h o e  i m p o r t s  and  l e v y i n q  h e a v y  d u t i e s  on i m p o r t e d  l e a t h e r  

p r o d u c t s .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  c o u l d  n o t  c o m p e te  w i t h  

t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and o t h e r  p r i v a t e  f i r m s  and t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e
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i n  s h o e  p r o d u c t i o n  and  s a l e s  d e c l i n e d  s h a r p l y .  The s h o e  

maninu c o m p a n i e s  l i k e  K a f s h - i  M e l l i ,  B e l l a ,  V i e n ,  had t h e i r  

own d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m s  an d  c h a i n  s t o r e s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  T h e s e  f i r m s  w e re  a b l e  t o  e x p o r t  s h o e s  i n  l a r q e  

q u a n t i t i e s  by 1968 (Area  Hand b o o k ,  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  4 4 7 ) .

G th e r  l a r q e  p l a n t s  w ere  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e x t r a c t i v e  

i n d u s t r i e s  l i k e  v e q e t a b l e  o i l s ,  s u q a r ,  d r i e d  f o o d ,  d a t e s ,  

e t c .  I h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e s e  p l a n t s  weakened  t h e  a l r e a d y  

d e c l i n i n q  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s m a l l  p r o d u c e r s  who had  s p e c i a l ­

i z e d  i n  t h o s e  q o o d s  i n  t h e  b a z a a r .

G ove rn m en t  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  p r o q r a m s  d u r i n q  t h i s  p e r i o d  l e d  

t o  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  r a t i o  o f  p r i v a t e  t o  p u b l i c  

i n v e s t m e n t .  Looney r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h i s  r a t i o  d e c l i n e d  f ro m  

1.53% i n  1959 t o  0.76% i n  1972  ( L o o n e y ,  1 9 7 3 ) .

The c o m p e t i t i v e  a d v a n t a q e  o f  t h e  l a r q e  s c a l e  i n d u s t r i e s  

l a v ,  a s  w e l l ,  i n  t h e  movement o f  c r e d i t  away f ro m  s m a l l e r  

e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  T h i s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  t a k e  

o v e r  m a r k e t s ,  d e p r i v e d  s m a l l  m e r c h a n t s ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  t r a d e r s  

and  b o u r c e i s i e ,  s m a l l  f a c t o r i e s ,  and  w o r k s h o p s  o f  t h e  m a t e r ­

i a l s  and  i n c e n t i v e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e i r  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

I h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  economy by t h e  s t a t e  made i t  i n ­

e v i t a b l e  f o r  an y  s u c c e s s f u l  e n t r e p r e n e u r  t o  d e p e n d  on t h e  

s t a t e ,  s u c h  e n t e r p r i s e  r e q u i r e d ,  a s  Graham p o i n t s  o u t ,

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  C o u r t  and  p o l i t i c a l  p u l l ;  and 
a s  a  r e s u l t  few c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  s e l f - m a d e  men i n  a 
w e s t e r n  b u s i n e s s  s e n s e .  Some who a c h i e v e d  s u c c e s s  
t h r o u q h  t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e  w e r e  t h e n  drawn i n t o
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t h e  r o y a l  o r b i t  and w e re  u s e d  d i r e c t l y  by t h e  Shah 
t o  i n i t i a t e  s p e c i f i c  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  (Gra­
ham, 1979 , p .  4 7 ) .

T h e r e  a r e  am p le  c a s e s  o f  f a i l e d  e t e r p r i s e s  t h a t  l a c k e d  

c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t  on  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  an d  were  u n a b l e  

t o  o b t a i n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  low  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  on t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n e  b a z a a r i  w i t h  whom I  h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  

b e e n  a c q u a i n t e d  f o r  a l o n q  t i m e ,  on t h e  a d v i c e  o f  h i s  f a ­

t h e r  ( h i m s e l f  o n c e  a b a z a a r i ) ,  s t a r t e d  h i s  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  i n  1 9 6 0 .  He b o u q h t  a  s m a l l  s h o p  f ro m  a  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  

f a t h e r  an d  s t a r t e d  p r o d u c i n q  q r e e t i n q ,  w e d d i n q ,  and p o s t a l  

c a r d s ,  on a v e r y  l i m i t e d  s c a l e .  A f t e r  a  few  y e a r s ,  h e  was 

a b l e  t o  r e n t  a d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  s t o r e  and 

c o n v e r t  i t  t o  a w orkshop  w i t h  a  few e m p l o y e e s .  A f t e r  e i q h t  

y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  b a z a a r ,  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  expand  h i s  

b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s .  He u s e d  h i s  s a v i n q s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a new 

i n d u s t r y  b a s e d  on h i s  i n v e n t i o n  o f  an  a u t o m a t i c  d o u q h - k n e a d -  

i n q  m a c h i n e .  I n  s p i t e  of  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  d e v i c e  f o r  

p u b l i c  h y q i e n e — douqh  had b e e n  c u s t o m a r i l y  k n e a d e d  by h a n d —  

- a o v e r n m e n t - d e t e r m i n e d  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  were  so  h i q h  t h a t  he 

c o u l d  n o t  o b t a i n  a d e a u a t e  f u n d i n a  a n d  w en t  b a n k r u p t  w i t h i n  a 

few  y e a r s .

stats cpmeeiitiGQ ta Bisttibutjon
D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b a z a a r  s t i l l  d o m i n a t e s  t h e  n a ­

t i o n a l  m a r k e t  and  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n - w i d e
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d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  q o o d s ,  i n  r e c e n t  d e c a d e s  i t  h a s  m e t  i n c r e a s ­

i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  f ro m  c h a i n - s t o r e  s u p e r - m a r k e t s  an d  s p e c i a l ­

t y  s t o r e s  (H andbook ,  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  4 7 6 ) .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Ahmad
•

Khayami,  a c l o s e  p a r t n e r  o f  t h e  l a t e  S h a h ,  a f t e r  e s t a b l i s h ­

i n g  I r a n n a t i o n a l  a u t o  i n d u s t r y ,  moved a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  

Shah  i n t o  c h a i n - s t o r e s .  I t  was t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  i n  I r a n  t o  

i n t r o d u c e  s u c h  l a r q e - s c a l e  r e t a i l i n q  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r .  

The q o o d s  s o l d  by t h e s e  s t o r e s  w ere  p r o d u c e d  by t h e i r  own 

l a r q e  f a c t o r i e s  ( c l o t h i n q ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  e t c . )  and  a g r i b u s i ­

n e s s e s  (G raham ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  4 6 ) .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e l y  owned c h a i n  s t o r e s ,  an d  a s

e a r l y  a s  1 9 5 6 ,  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n

b u s i n e s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  more c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  econ o m y .

As F i s h e r  p o i n t s  o u t .

M e a n w h i le  v a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s — s o  f a r  l a r q e l y  u n s u c ­
c e s s f u l — h a v e  b e e n  made t o  f i n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  c r e d i t  
and  d i s t r i b u t i o n  m ech an ism s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  b a z a a r  
( F i s h e r ,  q u o t e d  by A m i r s a d e q h i ,  1 9 7 7 ,  p .  1 8 2 ) •

But l a t e r ,  i n  1 9 7 3 ,  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  manaqed t o

c o n t r o l  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  q o o d s  by e s t a b l i s h -

i n c  a s t a t e  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  Graham w r i t e s

t h a t .

S t a t e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w ere  s e t  up t o  i m p o r t  and  d i s ­
t r i b u t e  b a s i c  f o o d s t u f f s  l i k e  w h e a t ,  s u g a r  and 
m e a t ,  o r  t o  i m p o r t  e s s e n t i a l  raw  m a t e r i a l s  l i k e  
c e m e n t  o r  s t e e l .  T h e s e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a p p e a r e d  i n  
t h e  wake o f  t h e  1973 boom when t h e  s u b s i d i e s  on 
f o o d s t u f f s  were i n c r e a s e d  and t h e  n e e d  t o  manaqe 
raw m a t e r i a l  s u p p l i e s  was p a r a m o u n t  (Graham, 1979 ,
p .  221) .
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To s u p p l e m e n t  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  made 

P l a n s  f o r  b u i l d i n q  a new m a r k e t  i n  T e h r a n  m o d e l l e d  on Lon­

d o n ^  new C o n v e n t  G a rd e n  (G raham ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  221)

CQsceiiiiQn io iiaSe Ae£ivj£ia§

The e n q a q e m e n t  o f  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s ­

tem of  t h e  c o u n t r y  was c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  i t s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  

t r a d e  a c t i v i t i e s .  The c a r p e t  i n d u s t r y  i s  a qood e x a m p l e .  

The c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and  t h e  b a z a a r  i n  t h e  

e x p o r t  o f  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i t e m  s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  Reza 

S h a h ' s  r u l e ,  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C a r p e t - W e a v i n q  

s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  F i n e  A r t s .  L a t e r ,  Mi n  1 9 3 6 ,  t h e  

q o v e r n m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  I r a n i a n  C a r p e t  S o c i e t y ,  w i t h  a 

monopoly  o v e r  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  e x p o r t ” (A re a  Hand Book ,  1 9 7 1 ,  

p .  4 3 6 ) .  Thouqh a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  C a r p e t  S o c i e t y  d i d  n o t  

h a v e  e n o u q h  power  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  dam aqe t h e  b a z a a r  ( a s  t h e  

o n l y  m a i o r  c e n t e r  o f  c a r p e t  t r a n s a c t i o n s  an d  e x p o r t ) ,  i t  

c o u n t i n u e d  t o  c o n t r o l  a r a t h e r  l a r q e  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x p o r t s .

At t h e  end  o f  1960  t h e  I r a n i a n  F i n e  A r t s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

s u p e r v i s e d  c a r p e t  p r o d u c t i o n .  I n  196 8  t h e r e  w ere  n e a r l y  

1 2 0 ,0 0 0  c a r p e t  w e a v in q  s t a n d s  o r  looms i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  a n d ,  

a s  e s t i m a t e d  by some o f f i c i a l s ,  a b o u t  1 . 5  m i l l i o n  p o e p l e  

w ere  em p lo y e d  o r  e a r n e d  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  in c o m e  by w e a v in q  c a r ­

p e t s  (Area Hand B o o k ,  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  4 3 5 ) .  As n o t e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  h i q h  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f  c a r p e t  p r o d u c t i o n ,  d o m e s t i c  c o n -

-  88  -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



s u m p t i o n ,  an d  e x p o r t ,  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  i t s  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e .  T h u s ,  t h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  com pany ,  

t h e  I r a n  C a r p e t  Company, was e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  becam e e n q a g e d  

i n  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  d o m e s t i c  u s e  an d  l a r g e  s c a l e  e x p o r t .  I t  

o p e r a t e d  d y e  f a c t o r i e s  i n  Mashhad a n a  Arak and  a  w o o l - p r o -  

c e s s i n q  p l a n t  i n  K a r a j .  I n  1 9 6 6 - 6 9  t h e  I r a n  C a r p e t  Company 

e x p a n d e d  f u r t h e r  and became s t r o n g  e n o u q h  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o o p ­

e r a t i v e s  l o r  c a r p e t  w e a v e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e ­

a s .  (A re a  Hand Book ,  197 1 ,  p .  4 3 6 ) •  What was a b low t o  t h e  

b a z a a r  was t h a t  by t a k i n q  o v e r  p r o d u c t i o n  d i r e c t l y  t h e  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  n o t  o n l y  t h e  p r i c e s ,  b u t  was a b l e  t o  

m o n o p o l i z e  c a r p e t  e x p o r t .  A n o t h e r  q o v e r n m e n t  m e a s u r e  w h ich  

worxed a q a i n s t  t h e  b a z a a r  was t h a t  i n  1970 c a r p e t s  were  s o l d  

d i r e c t l y  by t h e  q o v e rn m e n t  t o  c i v i l  s e v a n t s  t h r o u q h  l o n q -  

t e r m  l o a n s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  s u r p l u s  

s t o c k  (A re a  Hand Book,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  4 3 6 ) •

The s e c o n d  m a jo r  p r o b le m  f o r  t h e  b a z a a r  p r o d u c e r s  and 

t h e  s m a l l  s c a l e  p e a s a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s ,  was t h e  i n ­

v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  i n  l a r g e  s c a l e  i m p o r t s  o f  c o n ­

sum er  q o o d s ,  f o o a  s t u f f s  a n a  o t h e r  i t e m s ,  a s  we w i l l  s e e  

l a t e r  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

The q o v e r n m e n t  e x e r t e d  i n f l u e n c e  o n  i m p o r t  by d i r e c t  c o n ­

t r o l  o v e r  t h e  money s u p p l y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n a  ways (Year  Book 

o f  I r a n :  1 9 7 1 ) :
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1 .  R a i s i n q  t h e  bank  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  on i m p o r t  t r a n s ­

a c t i o n s ,  a s  was d o n e  i n  1 9 6 6 - 6 9 ;

2 .  " E i n a r . c i n q  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  r a n q e  b e tw e e n  6% and  25% 

d e p e n d i n q  on t h e  a s s e t s  and  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o r r o w ­

e r " ;

3 .  I n c r e a s i n q  t h e  “ r e q u i r e d  s t a t i o n a r y  d e p o s i t s  o f  b a n k s  

w i t h  C e n t r a l  bank o f  I r a n  (Bank M a rk a z i  I r a n ) " ;

4 .  " P r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  s u c h  a s  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  c r e d i t  

r u l e s  f o r  f i r m s  d e a l i n q  i n  c a p i t a l  q o o d s "  s u c h  a s  r a ­

d i o  and  t e l e v i s i o n  p a r t s ,  r e f r i q e r a t o r s ,  p h a r m a c e u t i ­

c a l s ,  a q r i c u l t u r a l  e q u i p m e n t ,  i n d u s t r i a l  m a c h i n e r y .  

(The c r e d i t  t e r m  f o r  t h e s e  q o o d s  r a n q e d  f rom  two 

m o n th s  t o  two y e a r s . )

Nirumar.d s u m m a r i z e s  t h e  e f f e c t  on  i m p o r t s  o f  t h e  a b o v e

q o v e r n m e n t  a c t i o n  s i n c e  19 5 0 ;

I n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  t h e  f o r e i q n  e x c h a n q e  c o n d i t i o n  p e r ­
m i t t e d  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n ,  v i r t u a l l y  w i t h o u t  r e ­
s t r i c t i o n ,  o f  i m p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s ,  m o s t l y  consum p­
t i o n  q o o d s ,  l i q h t  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  l u x u r i e s  l i k e  
m a c h i n e r y ,  e l e c t r i c a l  e q u i p m e n t ,  s p a r e  p a r t s  and  
i r o n  and  s t e e l  c o m p r i s e d  36.1% o f  t h e  e x p o r t s  i n  
f i s c a l  y e a r  o f  1 9 6 2 - 6 3 ;  i m p o r t s  o f  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  
r o s e  t o  45 .6% o f  t n e  t o t a l  i n  1 9 6 6 / 6 9  (N i ru m an d ,
1 9 6 9 ) .

The i m p o r t s  o f  q o o d s  f ro m  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n c r e a s e d  f rom  

* 4 .9 6 6  b i l l i o n  i n  1 9 7 3 -7 4  t o  $ 1 5 , 5 1 7  b i l l i o n  i n  1 9 7 6 - 7 7 ,  

t h a t  i s ,  i m p o r t s  a l m o s t  t r i p l e d  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I n  

March 1 9 7 5 ,  t h e  U . S .  a n d  I r a n  s i q n e d  a m a j o r  e c o n o m ic  

a a r e e m e n t  t h a t  c o m m i t t e d  I r a n  t o  s p e n d i n q  a b o u t  $15 b i l l i o n  

on U .S .  q o o d s  and s e r v i c e s  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s .  P r o u d
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of  t h e  d e a l ,  Henry K i s s i n q e r  n o t e d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  l a r q e s t  

a q r e e m c n t  o f  t h i s  k in d  t h a t  had  e v e r  b ee n  s i q n e d  c y any  two 

c o u n t r i e s .  K i s s i n q e r  and A n s a r i  ( m i n i s t e r  o f  f i n a n c e )  c o n ­

f e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  " c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  n o n - o i l  t r a d e  was r u n n i n q  

o v e r w h e i m i n q l y  i n  t h e  U « 7 . ' s  f a v o r  and  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  $15 

b i l l i o n  w i l l  b e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s *  a d v a n t a q e "  (NYT: March 

5 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  1 : 4 ) .  A n s a r i  a l s o  commented  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  

(1S7U) I r a n  h ad  s o l d  o n l y  $50 m i l l i o n  i n  n o n - o i l  q o o d s  t o  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  p u r c h a s e d  $700 m i l l i o n  i n  c i v i l i a n  

q o o d s  an u  $ 1 . 5  b i l l i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s e r v i c e s  

( N i l :  March 5 ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  I n  q e n e r a l ,  i n  1 9 7 3 - 7 4  t h e  I r a n i a n

e x » ; o r t s  o n l y  am oun ted  t o  $548  m i l l i o n ,  which  f u r t h e r  d e ­

c l i n e d  t o  $462 m i l l i o n  i n  1 9 7 6 - 7 7  (Graham , 1 9 7 9 ,  p .  9 9 ) .  On 

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  a n o t h e r  a q r e e m e n t  b e tw e e n  I r a n  

and B r i t a i n  i n  1 9 7 4 ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  a q r e e d  t o  a  m u l t i m i l l i o n -  

d o l l a r  o i l  a q r e e m e n t ,  b u t  " o n l y "  i n  e x c h a n q e  f o r  p r o v i d i n q  

c o m m e r c i a l  q o o d s  t o  I r a n  s u c h  a s  t e x t i l e  f i b e r s ,  s t e e l ,  p a ­

p e r ,  p e t r o c h e m i c a l s  and  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  q o o d s  w i t h  a  t o t a l  

w o r th  o f  $240 m i l l i o n  (NYI, J a n  2 6 ,  3 : 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ) .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  q o o d s  and  f o r e i q n e r s *  e c o n o m i c  a c ­

t i v i t y  i n  I r a n  was h a r m f u l  e v e n  t o  t h e  b i q  d e p e n d e n t  b o u r -  

q e o i s i e .  A s u r v e y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  some 106 t o p  I r a n i a n  

b u s i n e s s m e n  i n  1971 f o u n d ,  f o r  t h e  7 3 b u s i n e s s m e n  who r e ­

s p o n d e d ,  t h a t  4 9 ‘A qave  a h i q h  p r i o r i t y  t o  b e i n q  p r o t e c t e d  

a g a i n s t  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t m e n t s  and  i m p o r t s .  T h i s  i s  shown i n  

T a u l e  6
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P e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  H o le

E ^ E g c te d  Gover n ment  H a le H e s e o n d e n t s

p r o t e c t i o n  f ro m  f o r e i g n  c o m p e t i t i o n  7a

p r o v i s i o n  o f  t e c h n i c a l  Know-how 69 11

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  e x p o r t  p r o m o t i o n 99 23

S o u r c e :  V a q h e f i ,  19 7 5 ,  p .  122

U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  I r a n  on f o r e i g n  s o u r c e s  f o r  

m o s t  o f  h e r  e s s e n t i a l  g o o d s ,  i n  a  c o n t e x t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  

s t a t e  c o n t r o l ,  made t h e  c o u n t r y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  p e r i o d i c  

s n o r t a a e s  o f  i m p o r t e d  q o o d s ,  i n f l a t i o n ,  and  p r i c e  i n s t a ­

b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m a r k e t .  T h i s ,  i n  t u r n ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  b a z a a r .

C h i l d  G o n t t a l
i

I n  o r d e r  t o  c u r b  i n f l a t i o n  an d  l o w e r  t h e  p r i c e  o f  q o o d s ,  

t h e  Shah e s t a b l i s h e d  a g u i l d  c h a m b e r  i n  1 9 7 5 ,  a n d  named i t  

O t a q h - e  A s n a f  ( O . A . ) • From 1975  on O .A .  was u s e d  t o  l o w e r  

t h e  p r i c e s  o f  co n s u m e r  g o o d s .  No l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  was t h e  e s ­

t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m iss io n  f o r  Consumer  P r o t e c ­

t i o n  a s  a n o t h e r  c o e r c i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  t a r q e t e d  a t  t h e  b a z a a r -  

i s .  B e i n q  e n t r u s t e d  by t h e  Shah  w i t h  a r e p r e s s i v e  

a p p a r a t u s  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  l o w e r e d  p r i c e s ,  t h e  two o r ­

g a n i z a t i o n s  e n f o r c e d  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  by f i n i g  b a z a a r i s .
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c l o s i n q  cown t h e i r  s t o r e s ,  and  i n t r o d u c i n q  t h e  q u i l t y  p a r ­

t i e s  t o  M i l i t a r y  t r i b u n a l s  t o  b e  t r i e d .

I h o u q h  O.A. made t h e  s m a l l e r  b u s i n e s s e s  t h e  m a in  v i c t i m s  

o f  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t s *  e c o n o m ic  f a i l u r e s ,  i t  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a 

p o l i t i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

t n e  o n l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i t i c o - e c o n o m i c  o r q a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  

s o c i e t y  t h a t  had e s c a p e d  q o v e r n m e n t  d o m i n a t i o n .  F o r  i n ­

s t a n c e ,  O.A. e x p a n d e d  i t s  r a n q e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  f ro m  l i c e n c -  

i n q ,  t i x i n q  p r i c e s ,  e t c . ,  t o  a s s i q n i n q  t h e  w o r k i n q  h o u r s  f o r  

b u s i n e s s .  Thus  a  l a w  was p a s s e d  i n  December  1976 which p e r ­

m i t t e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s m e n  t o  work i n  t h e i r  s h o p s  o n l y  f ro m  t h e  

q o v e r n m e n t * s  s e t  s c h e d u l e ,  t h a t  i s ,  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  from 9 to  

5 o r  i n  some c a s e s  f ro m  9 t o  7 .  The v i o l a t o r s ,  t h e  law 

s a i d ,  would  be f i n e d  f ro m  10 t o  30 t h o u s a n d  r i a l s  by t h e  

c o u r t .  The q o v e r n m e n t  - j u s t i f i e d  t h e  p a s s i n q  o f  t h e  l a w  by 

a r q u i n q  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  

q u i l d ' s  h e a l t h ,  c o n s e r v e  w a t e r  a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  an d  im p r o v e  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t r a f f i c .  B u t  a c c o r d i n q  t o  a s u r v e y  c o n ­

d u c t e d  by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  i t s e l f  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  o f  150 b u s i n e s s m e n  

i n  and  a r o u n d  t h e  b a z a a r  d i s t r i c t  i n  T e h r a n ,  9 5 %  w e re  o p ­

p o se d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  new w o r k in q  h o u r s  and 

t h o u q h t  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  way t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  

e l e c t i c i t v  s h o r t a q e ,  e t c . ,  ( I t t i l a a t ,  D ec .  1 2 ,  76)  •

The d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s m e n  w i t h  t h e  new law 

was l a r q e l y  d i s r e q a r d e d  by O . A . ,  a n d  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e

-  93 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



l a w ,  w i t h  some c h a n q e s ,  c o n t i n u e d .  The i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

law i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  

T e h ra n  b a z a a r ,  l i k e  o t h e r  b a z a a r s  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

u s e d  t o  s t a r t  i t s  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  6 o ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o rn -  

i n q .  T h i s  means  t h a t  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e s  and  t h e  c l e r k s  would 

come t o  t h e  s t o r e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  an d  c l e a n  up t h e  f r o n t  and 

i n s i d e  a n d  t h e n  b e q i n  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  a t  7 :30  o r  8 

when t h e  e m p l o y e r s  q o t  t h e r e .  The w h o le  b a z a a r  would  c l o s e  

b e f o r e  s u n s e t .  I n  t n i s  way t h e  b a z a a r i s  h a d  en o u q h  t i m e  t o  

o e t  home and  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n q  p r a y e r  w h ic h  was e i t h e r  

c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e i r  h o u s e s  o r  i n  t h e  n e a r b y  m o s q u e s .  Ac- 

c o r d i n q  t o  t h e  new r u l e ,  t h e y  h ad  t o  op en  t h e i r  s h o p s  a t  9 

o * c l o c k  and  c l o s e  them a t  7 o ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n q .  To p r e ­

v e n t  any r a i s i n q  o f  o r i c e s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  new s c h e d u l e ,  

O.A.  f o rm e d  a  t a s k  f o r c e  t o  c r u s h  v i o l a t o r s  r u t h l e s s l y .

O.A. a l s o  c r e a t e d  s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  i s s ­

u a n c e  an d  r e n e w a l  o f  l i c e n c e s  f o r  t h e  q u i l d s .  As t h r e e  mem­

b e r s  o f  a q u i l d  u n i o n  a s s e r t e d  i n  1 9 7 8 :

P r e v i o u s l y ,  a n y o n e  who d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  bad  c i v i l  
and  p e n a l  r e c o r d  was a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  a l i c e n c e  o r  
r e n e w  h i s  f o r m e r  o n e ,  b u t  now i t  i s  s a i d  (by t h e  
q o v e r n m e n t )  t h a t  t h e  u n i o n ’ s  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  
s h o u l d  q a u r a n t e e  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  w i l l  n o t  commit  
any  o f f e n c e s  an d  wronq d o i n q  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h i s  
new r e q u i r e m e n t  h a s  become an o b s t a c l e  e i t h e r  t o  
a c q u i r i n q  a  new l i c e n c e  o r  t o  r e n e w i n q  i t  ( I t t i -  
l a a t ,  Dec 1 ,  1 9 7 7 ) .

The s e c o n d  p r o b le m  f o r  t h e  r e n e w a l  o f  l i c e n c e s  w a s ,  a c c o r d -  

i n u  t o  q u i l d  members  i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  1 9 7 7 ,  t h a t  " t h e  a p p l i ­

c a n t s  by a l l  means s h o u l d  o b t a i n  f o r m a l  p e r m i s s i o n  f ro m  a
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bank w h ich  r e q u i r e d  t h e  p ay m e n t  o f  some m o n e y . . . " ( I t t i l -  

a a t ,  bee  1 ,  19 7 7 ) .

Even t h o u q h  t h e  b a z a a r  h a d ,  s i n c e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u ­

r y ,  b een  s u b i e c t e d  t o  q o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  p r i c e s ,  

l i c e n s i n q ,  e t c . ,  t h i s  had n e v e r  r e a c h e d  t h e  e x t e n t  i t  d i d  i n  

1 9 7 5 - 7 0 .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  f o r  some y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1973 t h e r e  

e x i s t e d  a D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P r i c e  Review i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  

Econoasy. I t  m o n i t o r e d  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  q o o d s  an d  s e r v i c e s  p u r ­

c h a s e d  by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  i n t e r ­

v e n e  i n  m a r k e t  p r i c e s  ( J o h n s o n ,  I 9 6 0 ,  p .  3 2 ) .

In  19 7 3 ,  when t h e  p r i c e  o f  o i l  ( a s  t h e  o n l y  m a i o r  e x p o r t  

and  s o u r c e  o f  f o r e i q n  e x c h a n q e )  t r i p l e d  an d  t h e  i n f l a t i o n a r y  

e f f e c t s  becam e  a p p a r e n t  i n  o t h e r  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  econom y22 

t h e  S h a h ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  w arned  t h e  n a t i o n  a b o u t  r i s i n q  

p r i c e s .  He e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  P r i c e  C o m m iss io n  a s  a n  i n d e p e n ­

d e n t  a d v i s o r y  body  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Commerce.  I t s  job  

was " t o  r e v i e w  a n d  a d v i s e  on how p r i c e s  s h o u l d  b e  f i x e d .  

( J o n n s o n ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  3 2 ) .  T h e s e  m e a s u r e s  p r o v e d  t o  be i n s u f -  

l i c i e n t  i n  p r a c t i c e  t o  c u r e  t h e  r i s i n q  p r i c e s .  Thus  on fiu- 

q u s t  6 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  t h e  Shah b e q a n  a c a m p a iq n  a q a i n s t  p r o f t e e r i n q

22 When t h e  p r i c e  o f  o i l  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  A m e r ic a n  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e i r  e x p o r t s  t o  I r a n  s u c h  a s  
c o n su m e r  q o o d s ,  f o o d s t u f f s a n d  o t h e r s .  A n o t h e r  c a u s e  o f  
i n f l a t i o n  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  o f  o i l  e x p o r t  (and 
t h u s  i n c r e a s e  o f  o i l  r e v e n u e )  was t h e  r i s e  i n  t h e  s a l a r y
o f  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  array o f f i c i a l s ,
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r a i s e  m i q h t  h a v e  been
an a t t e m p t  b y  t h e  r e q i m e  t o  buy l o y a l t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i ­
c i a l s  .
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and h o a r c i n q ,  c a l l i n a  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  

P r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  W hite  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  S i x t h  o f  Bahman o f  

1363* i t  was c o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  a R a s t a k -  

h i z  p a r t y Z 3  C o m m i t t e e  ( m o s t l y  composed  o f  S t u d e n t s ) ,  t h e  Na­

t i o n a l  C om m iss io n  f o r  C onsum er  P r o t e c t i o n ,  and  t h e  G u i l d  

Chamber (O.A.)  w ere  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  q u i l d  

t h a t  was t o t a l l y  manaqed by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t ,  r u n  m o s t l y  by 

q o v e rn m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h  t h e i r  own h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  c o u r t s .  

T h o u s a n d s  o f  O .A .  e m p l o y e e s  w e re  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  a n d  b a z a a r s  

a s  i n s p e c t o r s  t o  c h e c k  p r i c e s ,  f i n e  t h e  q u i l t y  and  c l o s e  

down t h e i r  s h o p s .

An a r t i c l e  i n  i n  I t t i l a a t  (Sep 2 6 ,  1978)  r e p o r t e d  t h a t

O . A . ,  i n  i t s  s h o r t  l i f e ,  f i l e d  some 2 2 0 , 0 0 0  v i o l a t i o n  c a s e s  

a q a i n s t  s h o p k e e p e r s  f o r  r a i s i n q  p r i c e s  and  s w i n d l i n q .  The 

r e p o r t  a d d s  t h a t  t h e  ’’b o u n d l e s s  and c o u n t l e s s  f i n e s ’* w h ich  

t h e  s h o p k e e p e r s  were  c h a r q e d  w e r e  u s e d  t o  p a y  t h e  e m p l o y e e s '  

s a l a r i e s  and  c r e a t e  a c o r r u p t  b e a u r u c r a c y .  O . A . ,  t h e  a r t i ­

c l e  c h a r q e s ,  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  q u i l d s ,  m u n i c i p a l  and  p a r ­

l i a m e n t a r y  e l e c t i o n s  and  f o r c e d  t h e  g u i l d s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

q a t h e r i n q s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  S h a h .  I n  a n o t h e r  r e p o r t  ( I t t i l ­

a a t ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  78) a q a i n  i t  was p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  b u d g e t

o f  O.A. was t o t a l l y  p r o v i d e d  f rom  f i n e s .  The r e p o r t ,  q u o t -  

i n q  a t e x t i l e  s e l l e r  i n  t h e  b a z a a r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  f i n e s  

had  c a u s e d  more  i n f l a t i o n  and h i g h e r  p r i c e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e

T h i s  p a r t y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  Shah i n  1 9 7 5 .  I t  was 
im p o sed  on t h e  p e o p l e  w h ich  p a r t y  m e m b e r sh ip  was c o m p u l -  
s u r y  f o r  a l l  I r a n i a n  c i t i z e n s .
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s h o p K e e p e r s  who were f i n e d  would  r a i s e  p r i c e s  s t i l l  h i g h e r  

i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  money.  M o r e o v e r ,  he 

a d d e d ,  O .A .  was u n d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i v e .  I f  i t  w as  a 

’’g u i l d ' '  i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  f u n c t i o n e d  w i t h  m a i o r i t y  v o t e  ( I t t i -  

l a a t ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  7 8 ) .

A t e x t i l e  s e l l e r  commented t h a t  i t  was n o t  c l e a r  on  w h o se

r e c o m m e n u a t i o n  O.A.  r a i s e d  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  q o o d s  and n o b o d y

Knew who q o t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h i s  ( I t t i l a a t ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  78) .  A

t h i r d  m e r c h a n t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t

The e x i s t e n c e  o f  a h i q h  d i s c r e p a n c y  b e tw e e n  p r i c e s  
o f  c o o d s  i n  T e h ra n  and o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  h a s  c a u s e d  
l e s s  s h i p m e n t  o f  q o o d s  f ro m  t h e s e  p r o v i n c e s  t o  
T e h r a n .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  e a c h  day  t h e  s u p p l y  
o f  some qoods  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  m a r k e t  and  
t h e  p r i c e s  qo u p .  I f  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  q o o d s  became 
d e c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o d u c t s  would b e  s h i p ­
ped  t o  T e h ra n  and  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  s u p p l y  n o t  
o n l y  t h e  s k y r o c k e t i n g  o f  p r i c e s  w ou ld  be  p r e v e n t e d  
b u t  t h e  p r i c e s  would e v e n  qo d o w n . . . ( I t t i l a a t ,
J u n e  27 ,  78) •

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  O . A . ,  w i t h  i t s  c o n t r o l  b o t h  o f  

p r i c e s  an d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  i n -  

d i q n a t i o n  and  a n q e r  o f  b a z a a r i s  t o w a r d  t h e  S h a h .  I n  a 

m e e t i n q  w i t h  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  q e n e r a l  o f  t h e  R a s t a k h i z  P a r t y ,  

on A u q u s t  2 3 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s ,

w h i l e  c o m p l a i n i n q  a b o u t  t h e  u n f a i r  a n d  u n - ju s t  t a x  p a y m e n t s ,  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  f i x e d  p r i c e s  o f  goods  w e re  

m o s t l y  u n r e a l i s t i c  and  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  demand o f  a l l  t h e  b a ­

z a a r i s  was t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  p r i c e  c o n t r o l  ( I t t i l a a t ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  

78) .
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  f o r c e f u l  p r i c e  c o n t r o l  n o t  

o n l y  d i d  n o t  b r i n a  a b o u t  a n y  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  r i s ­

i n g  p r i c e s ,  b u t  r e s u l t e d  i n  m a s s e s  o f  p e o p l e  f e e l i n q  d e e p l y  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  O.A. and  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t .  A s u r v e y  c o n ­

d u c t e d  i n  S h i r a z  ( t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  F a r s )  

by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 9 7 8 ,  show ed  t h a t  99» o f  t h e  c o n s u m e r s  

had  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  t h e  O .A .  a n d  t h o u q h t  t h a t  O .A .  had  b ee n  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r i s i n q  p r i c e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  

news o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  O .A .  i n  1 9 7 8 ,  was w i d e l y  welcomed 

i n  I s f a h a n  ( I t t i l a a t ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  7 8 ) .

By t h e  b e q i n n i n q  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 6 ,  i t  had become c l e a r  

t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  O .A .  n o t  o n l y  had been  a  c o m p l e t e  

f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  i t s  o r i q i n a l  p l a n s ,  b u t  i t  

had  b u i l t  up a  b l a t a n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e q i m e  i n  w h ic h  t h e  

b a z a a r i s  and s t r e e t  s h o p k e e p e r s  were  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t .  I h u s ,  

on S e p te m b e r  2 ,  t h e  O.A.  c h a i r p e r s o n  (Rahim i)  r e s i q n e d .  

C o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e s i q n a t i o n  o f  R ah im i  t h e  c o m m i t t e e * s  

c a m p a iq n  a q a i n s t  s w i n d l i n q  d i s s o l v e d  a s  w e l l .

The q o v e r n m e n t ' s  e c o n o m ic  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b a z a a r  r e ­

s u l t e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n .  The n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  o p p o s i ­

t i o n  and i t s  means o f  p r o t e s t  w i l l  be t h e  t o p i c  o f  t h e  n e x t  

c h a p t e r .
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C h a p t e r  V

THE BAZAAR AS A POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

5 . 1  E Q t m c a i  c h m s q i e b  o f  b a z a a b

U n e t h e r  o n e  w i s h e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  b a z a a r  w i t h  t r a d i ­

t i o n a l i s m  and a s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  P e r s i a n  o r t h o d o x y  i n  s o c i a l ,  

p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i q i o u s  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t e r m s ,  a s  M i l l e r  d o e s  

( M i l l e r ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  o r  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  o n e  m ust  

l o o k  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  in  

t h e  v a r i o u s  m ovem ents  f o r  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  I r a n .  . T h e s e  be ­

l i e f s  r e f l e c t  two a s p e c t s  o f  I r a n i a n  s o c i e t y :  f o r e i g n  d o m i ­

n a t i o n  and  t h e  i n t e q r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .

F o r e i q n  d o m i n a t i o n  was g e n e r a l l y  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  i n f l u x  

o f  m a s s - p r o d u c e d  g o o d s  t o  I r a n  and  t h e  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t s '  

u s e  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r s  t o  o b t a i n  c o n c e s s i o n s  ( s e e  C h a p t e r ,  

t h r e e ) .  T h i s  c o a l e s c e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A b r a h a m ia n ,  " t h e  many 

r e g i o n a l  b a z a a r s  i n t o  a  c r o s s - r e g i o n a l  m i d d l e  c l a s s  c o n ­

s c i o u s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  o f  i t s  s t a t e w i d e  i n t e r e s t s  and  i t s  

f o r e i q n  c o m p e t i t i o n s "  ( A b r a h a m i a n ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  3 9 3 ) .  T h a t  i s ,  

t h e  i n f l u x  o f  m a s s - p r o d u c e d  c o m m o d i t i e s  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  b a ­

z a a r s  u n i f i e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h a n d i c r a f t s  and  s m a l l  manu­

f a c t u r i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a q a i n s t  a  c l e a r l y - d e f i n e d  enem y ,  f o r ­

e i g n  c o m p e t i t i o n  ( A b r a h a m ia n ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  3 9 3 ) .  T h ro u g h  t h a t
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c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  r e g i o n a l  m a r k e t s ,  h i t h e r t o  i s o l a t e d  f rom  

e a c h  o t n e r  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  became i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  a u n i f i e d  n a ­

t i o n a l  m a r k e t  w i t h  a u n i f i e d  i n t e r e s t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  f o r -  

e i u n  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  eco n o m y .

S e c o n d ,  t h e  b a z a a r  had  a l w a y s  b e e n  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  

I r a n i a n  s o c i e t y .  The b a z a a r — t h e  c e n t e r  o f  P e r s i a n  o r t h o ­

d o x y — was t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  l a n d l o r d s ,  g o v e r n o r s ,  t r i b e s  p e o ­

p l e ,  v i l l a q e r s ,  c l e r q y ,  p o e t s ,  l a b o r e r s  and  f o r e i q n  v i s ­

i t o r s ,  m i n q l e d ;  and  t h i s  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  M i l l e r ,  

" i n e v i t a b l y  e n g e n d e r e d  t h o s e  c h a n g e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  k e ep  t h e  

b a z a a r  a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  movement” ( M i l l e r ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  

1 6 2 ) .

Both t h e  b o u r q e o i s  and  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s  b a z a a r i s  w e re  a l ­

ways more  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  t h a n  t h e i r  c l a s s  c o u n t e r ­

p a r t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  b a z a a r ,  i f  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  

u n i t y  o f  t h e  b a z a a r .

Amonq t h e  b a z a a r  b o u r q e o i s i e  t h e r e  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

b e e n  t h o s e  w h o se  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e q i m e ,  whose f i n a n c i a l  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  p o o r  (and  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t o  t h e  u l a -  

ma, a s  we w i l l  s e e ) ,  and  whose c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  

I s l a m  maae th e m  d i f f e r e n t  f rom  o t h e r  s e q m e n t s  o f  t h e  b o u r ­

q e o i s i e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

b a z a a r  dem anded  a  q r e a t e r  s e n s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o b l i g a t i o n  f rom  

t h e  b a z a a r i  t h a n  f ro m  t h e  n o n - b a z a a r i  b o u r q e o i s i e .  Thus  i t  

was more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  would s i d e  w i t h  t h e  q o v e r n -
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ment and a c c e p t  a  s h a r e  o f  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  f o r e i q n  i n v e s t ­

m e n t .

The p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  b o u r q e o i s i e  w a s ,  by 

c o n t r a s t ,  m a i n l y  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

w i t h  t h e  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e  who w ere  s u p p l i e r s  o f  q o o d s ,  and 

t h e i r  d a i l y  r e l a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h r o u q h  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  

a t  t h e  b a z a a r  m o sq u e ,  w i th  o t h e r ,  u n p r i v i l e q e d ,  c l a s s e s  and 

r e l i q i o u s  e l e m e n t s  whose o u t l o o k  i n  r e c a r d  t o  f o r e i q n  e x ­

p l o i t a t i o n  an d  i n t e r n a l  r e p r e s s i o n  t h e y  came t o  s h a r e ,  

t h o u q h  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n s .  The b a z a a r  

b o u r q e o i s i e  e n i o y e d  a  much q r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c q u i r e  

p o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e s e  c o n t a c t s  . w i th  r e l a ­

t i v e l y  p i o q r e s s i v e ,  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t , f o r c e s ,  t h a n  d i d  t h e  

d e p e n d e n t  b o u r q e o i s i e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r .

The p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  w e r e ,  i n  many r e ­

s p e c t s  l i k e  t h e i r  s t r e e t  s h o p k e e p e r  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  H o w ev er ,  

d e s p i t e  t h e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s  and  way o f  l i f e  p o s e d  

by an  i m p e r i a l i s t / c a p i t a l i s t  p a t t e r n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  b a ­

z a a r i s  were b e t t e r  o f f .  I n  f a c t ,  many I r a n i a n  s o c i o l o -  

q i s t s ,  s u c h  a s  O a z a n i  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  r e f e r  t o  them a s  w e l l - t o - d o  o r  

c o m f o r t a b l e  ( m o r r a f a h )  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  be ­

c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  c e n t r a l i t y  t o  t h e  b a z a a r ,  t h e  p e t t y  

b o u r q e o i s i e  w ere  m ore  u p w a r d l y  m o b i l e  and  m ore  a b l e  t o  move 

i n t o  t n e  b o u r q e o i s  c l a s s  t h a n  t h e  s t r e e t  s h o p k e e p e r s .  Y e t ,  

l i k e  m os t  b a z a a r i s ,  t h e  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e ,  w ere  u n d e r  e c o -
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nomic  p r e s s u r e  f ro m  o u t s i d e  t h e  b a z a a r ,  and  w ere  i n  c o n s t a n t  

c o n t a c t  w i t h i n  t h e  b a z a a r  mosque w i t h  t h e  p o o r .  T h e se  two 

e x p e r i e n c e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a n  a n t i - q o v e r n m e n t  o u t l o o k .

T h e se  a r e  some o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  t h e  b a z a a r i s ,  i n  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  t h e  b a z a a r  p e t t y  b o u r q e o s i e ,  h a v e  been  a c o n s t a n t  

s o u r c e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t o  

s t a t e - s p o n s o r e d  i m p e r i a l i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  

b o u r q e o i s i e .

One i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  w h ich  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  and 

t o  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  r i v a l s  ( m a in l y  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r )  

was  t h a t ,  w h i l e  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n s ,  u n i v e r s i ­

t i e s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  c l u b s  b e l o n q i n q  t o  i n t e l l e q e n t s i a ,  and  o t h ­

e r s ,  w e re  a l l  c l o s e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  and  c h e c k e d  by t h e  r e q i m e ,  

t h e  b a z a a r  and  . b a z a a r i s  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  immune t o  t h e  r e -  

q iu ie*s  i n f i l t r a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l .  T h i s  e n a b l e d  them t o  r e ­

m ain  r e l a t i v e l y  u n i f i e d  and  o f t e n  e f f i c i e n t  i n  t h e i r  p r o ­

t e s t s .

D u r in q  t h e  y e a r s  p r e c e d i n q  t h e  1 9 7 8 / 9  R e v o l u t i o n ,  w o rk ­

e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  q o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w ere  

n o t  exem pt  f rom  q o v e r n m e n t  s u r v e i l l a n c e .  The m a n a q e r s  of  

t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  i f  n o t  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by SAVAK, w e re  un ­

d e r  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  by  th e m .  I n  t h e  w o r k - p l a e e s  a n d  f a c t o ­

r i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  q o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c e s ,
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t h e r e  w e re  l a r q e  num bers  o f  w o r k e r s  who e i t h e r  w ere  u n d e r ­

c o v e r  a g e n t s  o r  p o t e n t i a l  i n f o r m e r s .  D i s t r u s t  and f e a r  

r u l e d  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  b i g  i n d u s t r i a l  

P l a n t s ,  and  p r e v e n t e d  any  m a i o r  w o r k e r s '  i n i t i a t i v e  i a g a i n s t  

t h e  r e g i m e .  The c o n d i t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t s  i n  t n e  v i l l a g e s  w a s ,  

f rom  1 9 6 3 ,  t h e  same a s  t h o s e  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s .  The 

q o v e r n m e n t  a g e n t s  and  b u r e a u c r a c y  p l a y e d  an  i n c r e a s i n g  r o l e  

i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e r s '  e v e r y d a y  l i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  b a n k s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o o p e r a t i v e s ,  and  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  and  Re­

l i g i o u s  C o r p s  b r o u q h t  v i l l a q e  l i f e  m ore  t h a n  e v e r  u n d e r  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e  a r m y .

The u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  l i e s  i n  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  b u r e a u c r a c y  n o r  i t s  

a q e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o t a l l y  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  t h e  b a z a a r .  As on e  

b a z a a r i  p u t  i t ,  " I t  was e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  f o r  u n d e r c o v e r  

a q e n t s  t o  c o n d u c t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  e i t h e r  a s  b u s i n e s s m e n  o r  a p -  

p a r e n t i c e s  o r  i n  an y  o t h e r  fo rm  i n  t h e  b a z a a r "  ( i n f o r m a n t ,  

1 9 8 1 ) .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  s o n  u s u a l l y  i n h e r ­

i t s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f rom  h i s  f a t h e r ;  a n d  newcomers  a r e  c l o s e l y  

checK ed  and  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by t h e  members  o f  t h e  s e n f .  T h e s e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  u s u a l l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  n e w c o m e r ' s  p r e v i ­

o u s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  o c c u p a t i o n  and  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  c r e d e n t i a l s  

i n  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s .  G r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  i s  even  p a i d  t o  t h e  h i r ­

i n g  o f  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  p l a y  an i m p o r t a n t  

r o l e  i n  i t .
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Tliest; p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e s ,  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  b a z a a r i s  

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  f rom  o u t s i d e  q o v e r n m e n t  t h r e a t  and  i n ­

f i l t r a t i o n ,  had r e a c h e d  t h e  p o i n t  by 19 6 0 ,  w h e re  t h e  b a -  

z a a r i s  l o o t t e d  upon o u t s i d e r s  w i t h  s u s p i c i o n  and  s o m e t i m e s  

f e a r .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  t h e y  had  more r e a ­

s o n s  t o  t r u s t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  s o  were  more  l i k e l y  t o  d i s c u s s  

p o l i t i c s  an d  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r  a p a r e n t i c e s  and 

u i v e  them p o l i t i c a l  q u i d a n c e .

No m a t t e r  w hat  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  t h e  b a z a a r  m i q h t  

h a v e  h a d ,  i t  c o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  been  a s i q n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  

f o r c e  i n  I r a n i a n  s o c i e t y  h a d  i t  n o t  h a d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  draw 

s u p p o r t  f rom  t h e  u n p r i v i l e q e d  c l a s s e s .

5.2 tUELIQ SUEPORX £Qfi X&E BAZAAR

The b a z a a r i s  e n j o y e d  h i q h  e s t e e m  a n d  r e s p e c t  amonq t h e  

m a s s e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t  was  t h e  b a z a a r ' s  i m p o r ­

t a n c e  i n  s a t i s f y i n q  t h e  d a i l y  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c o n s u m e r s  o f  down 

town a r e a s  and  s u p p l y i n q  q o o d s  t o  t h e  s t r e e t  s h o p k e e p e r s  and 

o t h e r  r e t a i l e r s ,  l i k e  v e n d e r s .  S e c o n d ,  t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d  

c l o s e  b u s i n e s s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a q e s . 2 * T h i r d ,  t h e  b a ­

z a a r i s  w ere  p l e a q e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  

f u n c t i o n a r i e s .  L a s t ,  t h e y  w e re  known t o  h a v e  o p p o s e d  t h e  

r e p r e s s i v e  and u n p o p u l a r  r e q i m e s  o f  I r a n .

2 * Many o f  t h e  b a z a a r  s h o p k e e p e r s  s e l l  i t e m s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
v i l l a a e  l i f e .  T h e s e  s h o p s ,  90% o f  w h ic h  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  b a z a a r ,  h a v e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  r u r a l  c l i e n t e l e  ( R o t b l a t ,  
1 9 7 2 ,  p .  72) .
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B a z a a r i s  t e n d e c  n o t  t o  d e t a c h  t h e m s e l v e s  f ro m  t h e  p o o r  

and t h e  m a s s e s .  Many o f  them  r e f u s e d  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  n o r t h ­

e r n  and r i c h  n e i q h b o r h o o d s  w h e r e  t h e  r u l i n q  c i r c l e s  l i v e d .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e s e  b a z a a r i s ,  t h o u q h  w e l l - t o - d o ,  s e p a r a t ­

ed t h e m s e l v e s  f rom t h e  n o n - b a z a a r  r i c h  i n  f a v o r  o f  a s s o c i a -
t

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m a sse s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  downtown a r e a s  a n d  t h e  b a ­

z a a r  d i s t r i c t s .

The b a z a a r i s *  h o u s e s  m i q h t  h a v e  b e e n  b i q q e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  

w o r k in q  c l a s s  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  n e i q h b o r h o o d ,  b u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  

t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e  f u r n i s h i n g s  w ere  o f t e n  d e v o i d  o f  l u x u r y .  

I n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  and  r e l i q i o u s  n o r m s ,  t h e  

b a z a a r i s *  h o u s e h o l d s  o b s e r v e d  p u b l i c  m o r a l i t y  an d  r e l i q i o u s  

d u t i e s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  n e i q h b o r h o o d ,  a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w i t h  

t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c h a d o r  ( v e i l )  i n  i t s  p r o p e r  an d  f o r m a l  man­

n e r . 26 T h e r e  were  a l s o  some a d v a n t a q e s  f o r  t h e  b a z a a r i s  

l i v i n g  among u n p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s e s .  T h e i r  w e a l t h  g a v e  t h e  

b a z a a r i s  i n f l u e n c e  and e n a b l e d  them  t o  q a i n  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s *  

p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t .  T h i s  was o f t e n  d o n e  by b u i l d i n g  m a s j i d s  

i n  t h e  n e i q h b o r h o o d ,  and  b y  q i v i n q  ro w ze h  k h a n i  o n c e  a y e a r  

f o r  t e n  n a y s  e i t h e r  i n  t h e i r  h o u s e s ,  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  raas-  

i i d s ,  o r  i n  t h e  em pty  l o f t s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .

2 5  i t  was i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e s e  p o o r  ( t h e  d i s i n h e r i t e d )  t h a t  
t h e  K h o m ein i  r e q i m e  b a s e d  o n e  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i d e o l o ­
g i e s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .

2<» The b a z a a r i  and h i s  h o u s e h o l d  w ere  u s u a l l y  known i n  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s  r e l i q i o u s  an d  s o m e t i m e s  s e r v e d  a s  an  e x ­
am ple  o f  h o n e s t y ,  i n t e q r i t y ,  e t c . ,  which  had  s t r o n q  a p ­
p e a l  among t h e  p e o p l e .
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On A shura  o r  T a s u a  ( two h o l y  d a y s  when H o s s e i n  and  h i s  

f a n d i y  w ere  m a r t y r e d  i n  K a b a l a ) , i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m o u r n i n g ,  

t h e  b a z a r i s  m iq h t  q i v e  f r e e  f o o d .  L i k e w i s e ,  f r e e  f o o d  and 

s h a r n a t  w ere  s e r v e d  on o t h e r  r e l i q i o u s  c e r e m o n i e s ,  s u c h  a s  

t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  T w e l f t h  Imam, fit  t h e  end  o f  t h e  h o l y  month  

o f  Ramazan b a z a a r i s  would  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p o o r  i n  t h e  

n e i q h b o r h o o d  by q i v i n q  them  f o o d  o r  money— F e t r i y e h .  ( T h i s  

o f  c o u r s e  was a r e l i q i o u s  d u t y  f o r  a l l  M u s l i m s ) .  S l a u q h t e r -  

i n q  o f  s h e e p  on t h e  h o l y  day  o f  Ghorban  ( A i d - e  G h o r b a n )w a s  

a n o t h e r  way f o r  t h e  p o o r  t o  r e c e i v e  an e x t r a  p o r t i o n  o f  

f o o d .  F r e e  f o o d  was a l s o  q i v e n  t o  n e i q h b o r s  on t h e  d ay  a 

b a z a a r i  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  Mecca and  became a h a j i .  Of m a j o r  

i m D o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  

p o o r  w ere  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  t a x e s  on b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  

(k h o m s)27 which  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .

The b a z a a r i s  a l s o  o b t a i n e d  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  by c o n t r i b u t i n g  

t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n e i q h b o r h o o d  mosques  and by f i n a n c i n g  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f :

1 .  More t h a n  h u n d r e d s  o f  p r i m a r y  and h i q h  s c h o o l s ,  

c a l l e d  I s l a m i c  s c h o o l s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h a t  

o f f e r e d  c o u r s e s  i n  r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h i n g s .

27 Most o f  t h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  b e n e v o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  and  r e ­
l i q i o u s  o b s e r v a n c e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  b a z a a r i s ,  b u t  
none o f  them  w e re  e x c l u s i v e  t o  t h e m .  The b a z a a r i s ,  b e i n g  
d e v o u t  M usl ims  an d  r e l a t i v e l y  w e a l t h y  w e re  a b l e  t o  c o n ­
d u c t  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  t o  a  q r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  o t h e r s .
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2 .  I u e  K an n u n -e  D a r s - h a * i  a s  o u s u l - e  Din (The C e n t e r  f o r

L e s s o n  f ro m  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  R e l i g i o n )  ( T h a i s s ,

1 9 7 1 ,  p p .  2 0 6 - 2 0 7 ) .

3 .  I h e  Car  o l - T a b l i q h - e  E s lam  (The C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  D i s s e ­

m i n a t i o n  o f  I s l a m ) ,  a n  o r q a n i z a t i o n  whose a im  was " t o  

d i s s e m i n a t e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  S h i  a I s ­

lam  n o t  o n l y  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  h u t  a b r o a d  a s  w e l l . "

4 .  H o s s e i n i y y e h  E r s h a d  and  T a l l e r - e - T a b l i q h , o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s  t h a t  t a u q h t  I s l a m  i n  m odern  l a n q u a q e  and t h e r e ­

by p l a y e d  an  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  s o c i a l i z i n g  t h e  y o u n q -  

e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n t o  r e l i q i o u s  r a d i c a l i s m .

I n  sum, i n  a l l  t h e s e  ways a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

m a s s e s  and  t h e  b a z a a r i s  was m a i n t a i n e d ,  a  r e l a t i o n  t h a t  

w o u ld ,  on o c c a s i o n ,  l e a d  t o  m ass  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n s ,  p r o t e s t s ,  s h u t - d o w n s ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e .

5.3 BAZhm shut m m

B a z a a r i s  u s u a l l y  c l o s e  t h e i r  s t o r e s  f o r  two b a s i c  r e a ­

s o n s :  f i r s t ,  f o r  r e l i q i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  a n d  s e c o n d ,  f o r  p o l i t i ­

c a l  r e a s o n s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  t y p e  o f  c a s e ,  b a z a a r  c l o s e - d o w n  

t a k e s  p l a c e  on  t h e  d a y s  o f  r e l i q i o u s  f e t i v a l s  o r  l a m e n t a ­

t i o n s .  The l a m e n t a t i o n  d a y s  i n  t h e  S h i i  c a l e n d e r  a r e  n u m e r ­

o u s ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o n e s  a r e  o f f i c i a l  h o l i d a y s .  

However ,  i t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  w h e re  on some o t h e r  r e l i q ­

i o u s  o c c a s i o n s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c e r e m o n i e s  a r e  o b s e r v e d — 

- r a i s i n g  t h e  b l a c k  f l a q  on t o o  o f  s t o r e s ,  c l o s e  down,  e t c .
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Some o f  t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s  a r e  t n e  a n n i v e r s a r i e s  o f  t h e  d e a t h s  

o f  some Imams t h a t  a r e  n o t  u s u a l l y  o b s e r v e d  by t h e  q o v e r n ­

m e n t ,  o r  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  p r o m i n e n t  a y a t o l l a h s .

The s e c o n d  t y p e  o f  b a z a a r  c l o s e  down o c c u r s  a s  p a r t  o f  a 

p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  a q a i n s t  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t .  H e r e  i t  i s  i m p o r ­

t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a l t h o u q h  b a z a a r  s h u t - d o w n  f o r  r e l i q i o u s  

r e a s o n s  may o c c u r  a  few t i m e s  a y e a r ,  t h e  c l o s e  down f o r  po­

l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  d e p e n d s  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e

c o u n t r y .  I t  may be a v o i d e d  u n d e r  some u n f a v o u r a b l e  p o l i t i ­

c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  r e p r e s s i o n ,  low Key p o p u l a r  o p p o ­

s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e q i m e ,  and d i s u n i t y  amonq q r o u p s  o f  b a z a a r i s  

c o n c e r n i n q  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  t h a t  i s  t h e  s u b i e c t  o f  p r o ­

t e s t .

While  t h e  f i r s t  t y p e  o f  b a z a a r  c l o s e - d o w n  i s  a  m a n i f e s t a ­

t i o n  o f  b a z a a r  a u to n o m y  f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  i n  r e q a r d  t o  t h e  ob­

s e r v a n c e  o f  r e l i q i o u s  h o l i d a y s ,  t h e  s e c o n d  t y p e  i s  a s i q n  

o f  b a z a a r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and  f o r e i q n  d o m in a ­

t i o n .

But how, o n e  may a s k ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  

o r q a n i z a t i o n ,  c o u l d  t h e  c l o s i n q  down o f  t h e  b a z a a r  o c c u r  

and  be c o o r d i n a t e d ?  And w ha t  i s  t h e  m ec h a n ism  by w h ich ,  un­

d e r  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  r u l e  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  m o n a r c h s ,  a l l  t h e  b a ­

z a a r i s  c o u l d  b e  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  b a z a a r  c l o s e - d o w n ?  find 

l a s t l y ,  who makes  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n q  t h e  s t r i k e s ?
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The f o l l o w i n q  i s  b a s e d  on i n t e r v i e w s  and l e t t e r s  f rom 

b a z a a r i s .  I n  e v e r y  I r a n i a n  b a z a a r  s m a l l  o r  l a r q e ,  i n  town 

o r  c i t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n e  o r  a few m e r c h a n t s  who a r e  h i q h l y  r e ­

s p e c t e d .  T h e s e  m e r c h a n t s  a r e  Known amonq t h e  b a z a a r i s  a s  

h o n o r a b l e  b u s i n e s s m e n  who p e r f o r m  t h e i r  r e l i q i o u s  and s o c i a l  

d u t i e s  ( s e e  c h a p t e r  t w o ) . I t  i s  t h e s e  m e r c h a n t s ,  t h e  moe- 

t a m e d s ,  who u s u a l l y  make t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  c l o s e  down t h e  b a ­

z a a r .

The t r a d i t i o n a l  p l a c e  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  t h e  news  c o n c e r n ­

i n q  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was t h e  b a z a a r  m o s q u e .  T h a t  was s o  b e ­

c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  d u t y  o f  M u s l im s  t o  p r a y  t h r e e

t i m e s  a d a y ,  o n e  t i m e  b e i n q  a t  n o o n .  Thus  a l l  t h e  b a z a a r i s  

q a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  m osques  a t  n o o n  f o r  p r a y e r s ,  and 

t h e r e  t h e  news a b o u t  t h e  b a z a a r  c l o s e - d o w n  i n f o r m a l l y  s p r e a d  

amonq th e m  by  word o f  m o u th .  T h i s  ’' i n f o r m a t i o n  n e t ­

w ork1' — r u m o r — h a s  b ee n  s o  e f f e c t i v e  t h a t  e v e n  i n  t h e  m a jo r  

b a z a a r s ,  l i k e  t h e  I e h r a n  b a z a a r ,  new s  c o n c e r n i n q  a b a z a a r  

c l o s e - d o w n  c o u l d  c i r c u l a t e  i n  h o u r s .  The b u s i n e s s  i n t e r c o n ­

n e c t i o n s  amonq t h e  b a z a a r s  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  f a c i l i t a t ­

ed t h e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  c l o s e - d o w n  news n a t i o n w i d e .

B a z a a r  s t r i k e s  w ere  n o t  m e r e l y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  p r i c e  f l u c ­

t u a t i o n s ,  i n f l a t i o n ,  r e s t r i c t i v e  i m p o r t  q u o t a s ,  e t c .  They

h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and  p o l i t i c a l  

s p h e r e  ( o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  an d  o p p r e s s i o n  by f o r e i q n  powers  and 

t h e  s t a t e ) .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  b a z a a r i  p r o t e s t s ,  w h ic h  a t  

t h e i r  p e a k s  h a v e  b e e n  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  b a z a a r  c l o s e - d o w n ,  w ere
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a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  

s o c i e t y  a s  a w h o l e .  I t  i s  f o r  t h i s  v e r y  r e a s o n  t h a t  b a z a a r  

s t r i d e s  h a v e  h a d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  e s p e ­

c i a l l y  t h e  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  one  s e n s e  t h e  b a z a a r i s  p r o ­

t e s t  h a s  a f f i l i a t e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  p u b l i c  p r o t e s t .

B e c a s e  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b a z a a r i s '  

s t r i k e s  t h e  r e q i m e  was e x t r e m e l y  f e a r f u l  o f  t h e s e  a c t i o n s .  

In  a l m o s t  a l l  c a s e s  o f  b a z a a r i  c l o s e - d o w n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a ­

s o n s  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t e d  f o r c e f u l l y  an d  w i t h  a l l  a v a i l ­

a b l e  means t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  c l o s e - d o w n .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  

s e r i e s  of.  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l s  and  b a z a a r  s t r i k e s  o e f o r e  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  T e h r a n  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  t h e  tow n  c r i e r s  

( i a r c h i )  w ere  p r o c l a i r a i n q  i n  an d  a r o u n d  t h e  b a z a a r  t h a t  " i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  q o v e r n o r  o f  T e h r a n ,  w h o ev e r  

c l o s e s - d o w n ,  h i s  s t o r e  w i l l  be  p l u n d e r e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y "  ( K a s -  

r a v i ,  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  64) •

The p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  s t r i k e  h a v e  b e en  

much more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  i t s  e c o n o m ic  e f f e c t s  on t h e  s o c i e ­

t y .  The b a z a a r  s t r i k e  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  

means o f  p r o t e s t  a q a i n s t  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  modern h i s ­

t o r y  of  I r a n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u q q l e s .  The pow er  o f  t h i s  

means o f  p r o t e s t  w i t h i n  I r a n i a n  s o c i e t y  h a s  b e e n  su c h  t h a t  

i t s  o c c u r a n c e  m ean t  s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  C o u ld  t h e  s t r i k e  c o n t i n u e  f o r  10 d a y s ,  i t  was 

w i a e i y  b e l i e v e d ,  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  would h a v e  b e e n  a t  t h e  v e r q e
t

o f  c o l l a p s i n q .
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N o r m a l l y ,  a f t e r  t h e  b a z a a r  c l o s e - d o w n ,  t h e r e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  

c l o s e - d o w n  o t  t h e  s t r e e t  s h o p s .  When t h e  s t o r e s  s h u t - d o w n ,  

t h e  p e o p l e  w ou ld  a s s e m b l e  on t h e  s t r e e t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a r o u n d  

t h e  b a z a a r  a r e a s .  I n  b o th  t h e  p r o t e s t s  o f  1891  a n d  t h e  Con­

s t i t u t i o n a l  d e v o l u t i o n  t h e  b a z a a r i s ,  by c l o s i n q  t h e i r  s h o p s ,  

p a r a l y z e c  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t .  They f o r c e d  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  t o  

comply  w i t h  t h e i r  dem ands  and  i n  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  e n c o u r a q e d  

t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .

O th e r  i n s t a n c e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  1 9 5 2 ,  when t h e  news r e a c h e d  

t h e  T e h ra n  b a z a a r  t h a t  Mosadeqh had  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  r e s i q n .  

The b a z a a r i s ,  a s  a  s i q n  o f  p r o t e s t ,  c l o s e d  t h e i r  s t o r e s  and 

t h e n  a s s e m b l e d  i n  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  s q u a r e  ( s e e ,  A b r a h a m ia n ,  

1 9 6 8 ,  p .  2 0 5 ) .  I n  K e rm a n sh a h ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s ,  a f t e r  c l o s i n q  

t h e i r  s t o r e s ,  t o o k  s a n c t u a r y  i n  t h e  t e l e q r a p h  o f f i c e .  The 

N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  d e p u t i e s ,  e n c o u r a q e d  by  t h e  b a z a a r  c l o s e ­

down, c a l l e d  f o r  a  q e n e r a l  s t r i k e .  I t  was  o n l y  a f t e r  t h i s  

i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  Tudeh P a r t y  j o i n e d  t h e  movement ,  and 

summoned i t s  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  j o i n  t h e  b a z a a r i s  i n  t h e i r  p r o ­

t e s t  and d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a q a i n s t  t h e  S h a h  ( A b ra h a m ia n ,  1 9 6 8 ,  

p .  2 0 5 ) .  The b a z a a r s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  t o w n s  and c i t i e s  

c l o s e d - d o w n  l i k e  t h e  T e h r a n  b a z a a r .

I n  sum,  i f  t h e  195 2 -53  p r o t e s t s  a r e  t y p i c a l ,  we can  s ay  

t h a t  r e v o l t  f i r s t  s t a r t s  " w i t h  s t r i k e s  and  r i o t s  i n  t h e  b a ­

z a a r s  o f  m os t  t o w n s . "  At t h i s  t i m e ,  " I t  s n o w b a l l e d  i n t o  

q e n e r a l  s t r i k e s  and  mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a s  t h e  w o rk in q  c l a s s  

j o i n e d  t h e  p r o t e s t "  (A b ra h a m ian ,  1 9 6 8 ,  p .  2 0 6 ) .
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T a k in g  S a Q c t y s r j r  (Bas£)

The s e c o n d  most e f f e c t i v e  means o f  p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  q o v e rn m e n t  by b a z a a r i s  (among o t h e r  g r o u p s )  d u r ­

i n g  t h e  p a s t  100 y e a r s  h a s  b ee n  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t a k i n g  s a n c t u ­

a r y  ( b a s t ) • The  p l a c e  o f  s a n c t u a r y  h a s  v a r i e d  f ro m  p l a c e s  

l i k e  t h e  B r i t i s h  l e q a t i o n  i n  T e h r a n  t o  h o l y  p l a c e s  l i k e  

m o sau es  an d  t h e  s h r i n e s  o f  t h e  Imams* d e s c e n d a n t s .  On t h e  

s u r f a c e  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t a k i n q  b a s t  h a s  had t h e  p o l i t i c a l  im­

p l i c a t i o n  o f  s e e k i n q  t h e  m e d i a t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  who 

a r e  i n  c h a r q e  o f  t h e  p l a c e  o f  s a n c t u a r y .  But  u n d e r n e a t h  i t  

was r e a l l y  t h e  mass  q a t h e r i n q  a n d  a s s e m b l y  o f  p e o p l e  i n  one  

p l a c e  w h ic h  b o t h  f u r n i s h e d  a  s i q n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  and 

f a c i l i t a t e d  a u n i f i e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n ­

m e n t .

B a z a a r i s ,  w i t h  t h e  m o r a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  u l a m a ,  had  t h e  

l e a d i n q  r o l e  i n  u t i l i z i n q  t h i s  means  t o  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  e n d s .

The f o l l o w i n q  e v e n t  i s  t h e  b e s t  e x a m p le  o f  t a k i n q  b a s t .  

I t  o c c u r r e d  i n  1904 and was amonq t h e  m a jo r  p r e c i p i t a t o r s  o f  

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 5 .  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  

s t a r t e d  when t h e  p r i c e  o f  s u g a r  i n  T e h r a n  and  o t h e r  c i t i e s  

i n c r e a s e d  f rom  5 g h e r a n  t o  7 .  S u g a r  was i m p o r t e d  f rom  R u s ­

s i a  an d  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  was t h e  R u s s o - J a p ­

a n e s e  w a r .  F o l l o w i n q  t h i s ,  t h e  q o v e r n o r  o f  T e h r a n ,  who was 

known amonq t h e  T e h r a n i a n s  f o r  h i s  u s e  o f  o p p r e s s i v e  m e a s ­

u r e s  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  d e c i d e d  t o  f o r c e  t h e  s u g a r  m e r c h a n t s  t o  

r e u u c e  t h e  p r i c e  o f  s u q a r .
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In  December  1 9 0 4 ,  f o l l o w i n q  t h e  q o v e r n o r *s  summons,  17 

b a z a a r i s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  q o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  (some o f  them n o t  

e v e n  s u q a r  m e r c h a n t s ) .  ftraonq them  was t h e  h i q h l y  r e s p e c t e d  

D a i  S e i i d  H asan  G handy ,  who was on e  o f  t h e  b i q q e s t  s u q a r  

t r a d e r s  and  who was a l s o  Known f o r  h i s  b e n e f i c e n c e ,  i e . ,  

b u i l d i n q  t h r e e  m osques  i n  T e h r a n  a n d  o t h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  w o rk s  

( K a s r a v i ,  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  5 8 ) .  The q o v e r n e r  a s k e d  H a i  G hand i  a n -  

q r i l y  why he  r a i s e d  t h e  p r i c e  o f  s u q a r .  H a i i  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  

t h e  r e a s o n  was t h e  d e c r e a s e  o f  i m p o r t s  o f  s u q a r  f ro m  R u s s i a  

b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  war w i th  J a p a n .  The g o v e r n o r  a s k e d  him 

a g a i n  i f  h e  had  t h e  m onopoly  o f  s u q a r  i n  T e h r a n .  H a j i  a n ­

s w e re d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  and t h a t  h e  b o u g h t  s u q a r  f r o m  a n o t h e r  

m e r c h a n t .  The c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  c o n t i n u e d  and 

t h e  q o v e r n o r ,  who was n o t  w i l l i n q  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  H a i i * s  e x ­

p l a n a t i o n s ,  a s k e d  him t o  s u b m i t  a  w r i t t e n  c o m m itm e n t  g u a r a n ­

t e e i n g  t h a t  he  would s e l l  t h e  s u q a r  a t  i t s  p r e v i o u s  p r i c e .  

H a i i  r e f u s e d  b u t  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he  was w i l l i n q  t o  g i v e  t h e  

g o v e r n o r  a s  a p r e s e n t  t h e  100  b o x e s  o f  s u q a r  w h ic h  he  h a d  i n  

s t o r a g e  and  l e a v e  t h e  b a z a a r  f o r  e v e r .  The q o v e r n o r ,  a n g r y  

and  f e a r f u l  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  m e d d l i n q  i n  p o l i t i c s  and  d e t e r ­

mined t o  q i v e  them a l e s s o n ,  r e q e c t e d  t h e  H a i i * s  e x p l a n a ­

t i o n s  an d  o f f e r s  a l t o g e t h e r  a n d  o r d e r e d  H a j i  a n d  a n o t h e r  

m e r c h a n t  t o  be b a s t i n a d o e d  ( b e a t e n  on t h e  f e e t ) • The news 

o f  t h e  b a s t i n a d o  o f  H a i i  s o o n  r e a c h e d  t h e  b a z a a r  an d  t h e  

b a z a a r i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  c l o s e d  t h e i r - s t o r e s  and  q a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  

M a s i i d - e  S h a h ,  a l a r g e  m osque  w h ich  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b a ­

z a a r .  The n e x t  day t h e  b a z a a r  r e m a i n e d  c l o s e d  a n d  t h e  p e o -
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p i e  a q a i n  a s s e m b l e d  i n  t h e  M a s 1 i - e  S h a h .  T h a t  d a y  a 

r e s p e c t e d  p r e a c h e r  c a v e  a h e a t e d  s p e e c h  i n  w h i c h  he  men­

t i o n e d  t h e  b r u t a l  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  q o v e r n o r  t o  t h e  two m e r ­

c h a n t s .  The c rowd became a q i t a t e d  a n d  t h e  q o v e r n o r ,  who 

was t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  w i d e n i n q  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p r o t e s t  

t h r o u a h o u t  t h e  c i t y ,  i s s u e d  an  o r d e r  t o  h i s  e m p l o y e e s  t o  

f o r c e  t h e  b a z a a r i s  t o  open t h e i r  s t o r e s  and  i f ,  he a s s u r e d  

th em ,  an y b o d y  r e f u s e d ,  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  a q e n t s  had  p e r m i s s i o n  

t o  p l u n d e r  t h a t  s t o r e .  F o l l o w i n q  t h e  o r d e r ,  b a z a a r i s

op en ed  t h e i r  s t o r e s .  H o w e v e r , t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  r o s e ,  i n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  u la ro a ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  

a e m a n d in q  r e f o r m s  f ro m  t h e  S h a h .  The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  

t h e s e  demands  w e r e :  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a - j u s t i c e  d e p a r t ­

m en t  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  Mr. N u se  who was 

i n  c h a r q e  o f  t h e  Custom H ouse  an d  F i n a n c i a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d ,  

l a s t l y ,  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  q o v e r n o r  o f  T e h r a n  ( K a s r a v i ,  

1 9 7 5 ,  p .  6 7 ) .

T h ese  demands  w ere  n o t  m e t ,  p a r t l y  d u e  t o  t h e  f i e r c e  

c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  q o v e r n o r  and  t h e  p r im e  m i n i s t e r ,  who 

w ere  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  t h e  c o u r t .  The s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  b a ­

z a a r i s  an d  t h e  c o u r t  i n c r e a s e d .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t  r e a c h e d  i t s  

peak  when two w e l l - k n o w n  b a z a a r i s ,  who a l s o  w e r e  i n  c l o s e  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  u l a m a ,  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  b a s t  i n  t h e  B r i t ­

i s h  L e g a t i o n ,  a  few m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  T e h r a n .  F o l l o w i n q  t h e  

d e c i s i o n ,  on J u l y  1 S th  50 m e r c h a n t s  and  some members  o f  t h e  

c l e r q y  i o i n e d  t h e m .  I n  a  l i t t l e  more t h a n  a week t h e  num ber  

o f  b a s t i  p r o t e s t e r s  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  l e q a t i o n  r e a c h e d  5 0 0 0 ,
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and  f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r  t n a t  t h e  number  i n c r e a s e d  t o  1 3 , 0 0 0  p e o ­

p l e .  From t h e  day o f  t a k i n q  b a s t ,  t e n t s  were  s e t  up and 

e a c h  b a s t i  r e s i d e d  w i t h  h i s  own q u i l d .  The e s t i m a t e  i s  t h a t  

n e a r l y  SCO t e n t s  w ere  s e t  up and  w i t h  t h e  b a z a a r i s '  money 

a l l  t h e  b a s t i s  were  f e d  d u r i n q  t h i s  p e r i o d  ( K a s r a v i ,  1 9 7 5 ,  

p .  1 1 0 ) .  I n  f e a r  o f  e n d a n q e r i n q  h i s  t h r o n e ,  t h e  Shah o r ­

d e r e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a House o f  J u s t i c e  a n d  l a t e r  on 

t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .

5.4 PQLIXIC&L QEGaNIZaTIONS SHE 
S e c r e t  s o c i e t y

I n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  M o z a f f a r  a l - D i n  S h a h ' s  r u l e  ( 1 8 9 6 - 1 9 0 7 ) ,  

a n a  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i b e r a l  p o l i c i e s ,  t h e  

f i r s t  o p p o s i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  w e r e  f o r m e d .  

T h e se  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  w e r e  m o s t l y  u n d e r q r o u n d  an d  s e m i - c l a n ­

d e s t i n e .  A braham ian  d i s c u s s e s  t h e s e  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  and t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  " T h e  C a u s e s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u ­

t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  I r a n "  ( A b r a h a m i a n ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  4 0 1 ) .  The

m ost  i m p o r t a n t  were  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  D ie  S e c r e t  S o c i e t y  (A n lum an-e  M a k h f i ) .

2 .  The S e c r e t  C e n t e r  (M a k a z -e  G h a i b i ) •

3 .  I h e  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  ( H i z b - e  I i t e m s y u n - e  Ara- 

myun) •

4 .  I h e  S o c i e t y  o f  H u m a n i ty  ( J a m a - i  A d a m i y a t ) •

5 .  The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e  ( K o m i te h - e  I n q i l a b ) .
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The m o s t  a c t i v e  and  p o w e r f u l  o f  t h e s e  o r q a n i z a t i o n s ,  a c ­

c o r d i n g  t o  A b r a h a m ia n ,  was t h e  S e c r e t  S o c i e t y ,  which  was 

fo rm ed  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  T h i s  o r q a n i z a t i o n  was composed  o f  b a z a a r i s  

w i t h  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  t r a d i n g  and  c r a f t  g u i l d s  a s  

w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  more p r o g r e s s i v e  members  o f  t h e  u lam a  l i k e  

B e h b a h a n i  and  T a b a t a b a i .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n * s  d e m a n d s ,  w h ich  

became t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  q o a l s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e v o l u ­

t i o n ,  w ore  t h e  demand f o r  a  w r i t t e n  l e g a l  c o d e  a n d  a House 

o f  J u s t i c e ,  a l u s t  t a x  s t r u c t u r e ,  d i s m i s s a l  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  

g o v e r n o r s ,  e n c o u r a q e m e n t  o f  com m erce ,  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c u s ­

t o m s ,  and  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  S h a r i a h  ( I s l a m i c  law) 

t n r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I h e  S e c r e t  S o c i e t y  u s e d  e v e r y  p o s ­

s i b l e  means  b o t h  t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  dem ands  an d  t o  

im p l e m e n t  t h e m .  By h i r i n g  fam o u s  and  r e s p e c t e d  p r e a c h e r s ,  

i t  u s e d  t h e  m a s j i d s  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i ­

c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  o f  t h e  d a y .  The o r q a n i z a t i o n  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  

t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e * s  t a k i n q  b a s t  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Le­

g a t i o n  an d  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  I t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  e x p e n s e s  f o r  some 

2000 p e o p l e ,  many o f  them members  o f  t h e  c l e r g y  ( i n c l u d i n g  

T a b a t a b a i  and  B e h b a h a n i ) ,  who t o o k  b a s t  i n  t h e  s h r i n e  o f  Ab­

d u l  Azim some few m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  T e h r a n .

The S e c r e t  S o c i e t y  l o s t  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  a f t e r  t h e  C o n s t i ­

t u t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  and 

t h e  u la m a  d i m i n i s h e d  d u e  t o  Reza  S h a h ' s  o p p r e s s i v e  r u l e .  

F o r t y  y e a r s  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  t h e s e  q r o u p s  c o u l d  f o r m a l l y  j o i n  

e a c h  o t h e r  and become p a r t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t .
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T h e  N a t i o n a l  £ j& q£

The N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  d i d  n o t  f o r m a l l y  b e l o n q  t o  a n y  one  po­

l i t i c a l  g r o u p .  I t  was a p o l i t i c a l  f r o n t  fo rm ed  i n  o r d e r  t o  

u n i t e  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  p e r s u a s i o n s  u n d e r  one  um­

b r e l l a ,  I t s  two m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t i o n s ,  w hich  a t  t h e  same 

t i m e  w e r e  M o s s a d e q h ' s  two p i l l a r s  o f  s t r e n q t h ,  were  t h e  

I r a n  P a r t y  a n d  t h e  M u ia h e d in  I s l a m  S o c i e t y  ( A b ra h a m ia n ,  

19fa8, p .  2 0 5 ) ,  The I r a n  P a r t y ' s  m em bers  w e r e  r e c r u i t e d  e s ­

s e n t i a l l y  f rom  t h e  " l i b e r a l s "  o r  " b o u r q e o i s  n a t i o n a l i s t s , "  

I n e i r  p o l i t i c a l  q o a l  was t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

of  1 9 0 5 - 1 1 ,  an d  t h e y  w e re  n o t  s i q n i f i c a n t l y  r e l i q i o u s  i n  n a ­

t u r e  ( K a t o u z i a n ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  544) • T h i s  f a c t i o n  was s y m b o l i z e d  

by r e s p e c t e d  an d  p o p u l a r  f i g u r e s  l i k e  M o s s a a e q h .

The s e c o n d  q r o u p — t h e  M u ia h e d in  I s l a m — w e r e  r e l i g i o u s  n a ­

t i o n a l i s t s ,  m a i n l y  b a z a a r i s ,  who w e r e  "m o re  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  

t h e  r e l i q i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t , "  and  l e s s  f l e x i b l e  i n  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  d e m a n d s :

T h e s e  men were  n o t  r e l i q i o u s  o b s c u r a n t i s t s  who
rn iq h t  h a v e  b een  h a r k i n q  b ack  t o  t h e  e a r l y  o r  mid­
d l e  ^ a - j a r  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  On t h e
c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  were q u i t e  u n c o m p r o m i s i n q  on  t h e
i s s u e s  o f  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  q o v e r n m e n t  
and  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  pow er  ( K a t o u z i a n ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .
544) .

by a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  a l l e q i a n c e  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  n a t i o n a l ­

i s t s ,  t h e  b o u r q e o i s  n a t i o n a l i s t s  ( I r a n  P a r t y )  became t h e  

h e i r s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r - u l a m a  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i m p e r i a l i s m  and c e n -
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t r a i i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  w hich  d a t e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  l a t e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I h o u q h  i n  t h e o r y  t h e r e  was some d i f f e r ­

e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  I r a n  P a r t y  and  t h e  M u ja h e d in  I s l a m ,  i n  

p r a c t i c e  t h e  l a t t e r  q r o u p  f o u n d  i t s e l f  i n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  

f o r m e r ,  w i t h  whom i t  s h a r e d  a  qood many p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s  

( a b r a h a m i a n ,  1 9 6 8 ,  p .  2 0 5 ) .  I n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s ,  t h e  M u ja h e d in  I s ­

lam was l e d  by A y a t o l l a h  K a s h a n i .

H is  a c t i v i t i e s  were  c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  m o sq u e s  and 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r ,  a n d  h i s  
f o l l o w e r s  were  m o s t l y  m u l l a h s ,  s h o p k e e p e r s ,  t r a d ­
e r s  and  w o rk sh o p  o w n e r s .  Even h i s  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  
c a l l i n q  f o r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  made a s p e c i a l  p o i n t  o f  
a p p e a l i n q  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  m e r c h a n t s ,  t h e  t r a d e r s  
and t h e  a u i l d s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  ( X t t i l a a t :  J u l y  10
1 9 5 2 ,  q u o t e d  i n  A b r a h a m i a n ,  1 9 6 8 ,  p .  2 0 5 ) •

b u t  t h e  a l l i a n c e ,  o f  b a z a a r i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  b a z a a r  

b o u r q e o i s i e ,  and c l e r q y  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  w eak en ed  a s  

H o s sa d e q h  r e a u e s t e d  w h o l e - h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  f ro m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

F r o n t  an d  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  h i s  power  

w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m .  Many b a z a a r i s  e m erq ed  i n  f a v o u r  of  

t a s s a d e q h ’ s  demands d e s p i t e  some o f  t h e  c l e r q y ' s  r e l u c t a n c e  

and  e v e n  b l a t a n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h o s e  d e m a n d s .  N o t  s u r p r i s -  

i n q l y ,  some members o f  t h e  c l e r q y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  l i n e  o f  M o ss -  

a d e a h  a n a  t h e  c l e r q y  s p l i t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own r a n k s  (A b rah am i­

an  , 1968 , p .  205) .
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Tfte National i£e§£s£anc§ Movement

Thouqh t h e  f a l l  o f  M ossadeqh  was a blow t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

F r o n t ,  some s m a l l  q r o u p s  an d  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t i o n s  d i d  s u r v i v e .  

One o f  t h e s e  q r o u p s  was t h e  N a t i o n a l  h e s i s t a n c e  Movement 

(NRM) , w h ich  was co m p o se d  o f  members l i k e  t h e  A y a t t o l a h s  T a -  

l e q h a n i ,  Z a n i a n i  a n d  M a h d a v i ,  and  t h e  l i b e r a l  n a t i o n a l i s t s  

l i k e  S a m i i ,  A t a i ,  and  B a z a r q a n .  A l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  e n i o y e d  

hi-«h r e s p e c t  amonq t h e  b a z a a r i s  and  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  

p a r t y  had  some b a z a a r i  members and  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g .  T h i s  

p a r t y ’s  m e m b ersh ip  an d  s u p p o r t e r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  had  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l  b a s e  and  would  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  grown i n  po­

l i t i c a l  power  had  i t  b e e n  l e f t  immune f rom  t h e  r e q i m e ’ s  a t ­

t a c k .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t y  (1953) , F a t e m i ,  

Z a n j a n i  an d  B a z a r q a n  w e r e  d e t a i n e d  and  t h e n  i m p r i s o n e d .  I n  

1954  F a t e m i ,  t h e  s t r o n g  man i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  was e x e c u t e d .  

L a t e r  on Z a n i a n i  and  B a z a r q a n  w ere  r e l e a s e d  f rom  p r i s o n ,  and 

NRM was a b l e  t o  s u r v i v e  u n t i l  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 7 8 .  But 

i t  n e v e r  had t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  r e q i m e .  The mem­

b e r s  o f  t h i s  o q a n i z a t i o n  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  B a z a r ­

qan  p r o v i s i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  1 9 7 9 .

Qowied

Dowreh was a  p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  whose mera- 

o e r s  w ere  e x c l u s i v e l y  d rawn f ro m  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  b a ­

z a a r i s — m o e ta m e d s ,  q u i l d  h e a d s  a n d  q u i l d  m e m b e r s .  I t  q a i n e d

-  119 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



p o p u l a r i t y  f o l l o w i n q  t h e  en d  o f  World War I I .  I h e  members  

o f  a s i n g l e  dow reh  w e re  c l o s e  and t r u s t e d  a s s o c i a t e s  whose 

nur.Dor a i d  n o t  e x c e e d  16 p e o p l e .  I h e y  met on a r e g u l a r  b a ­

s i s  1 -3  t i m e s  a  w eek .  I h e i r  p l a c e s  of  m e e t i n q  c i r c u l a t e d  

e a c h  t i m e  from o n e  m em ber’ s  h o u s e  t o  a n o t h e r  an d  t h i s  c i c u -  

l a t i o n  o f  m e e t i n q  p l a c e s  l i t e r a l l y  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  dow reh  

( M i l l e r .  1 9 6 9 .  p .  1 6 4 ) •  I h e  main  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  dowreh was 

t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c s ,  e x c h a n q i n q  i d e a s  an d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

S i n c e  e a c h  member o f  a d o w reh  would a s  a  r u l e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n

a t  l e a s t  a few o t h e r  d o w r e h s ,  more p e o p l e  w ere  i n v o l v e d  and

news t r a n s m i t t e d  r a p i d l y .  T h i s  n e t w o r k  o f  d o w r e h s  t h e n ,  

u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w h e re  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  r a d i o  

and  IV .  was a r e l i a b l e  m eans  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

news and i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  b a z a a r  ( M i l l e r ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 6 4 ) .

Hsyat et Xfikxeii and H&ws.eti Khan*

I h e  b a z a a r i s  w e r e  a l s o  o r q a n i z e d  • i n  o t h e r  i n f o r m a l  and

l o o s e l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  f o r m s  s u c h  a s  t h e  h e y a t .  The h e -

y a t  i s  a p l a c e  o f  q a t h e r i n q  f o r  r e l i q i o u s  c e r e m o n i e s  i n  t h e

two h o l y  m on ths  c f  t h e  S h i i  c a l a n d e r .

a c t i v e  b a z a a r i s  a r e  o r q a n i z e d  i n  a number  o f  m i s ­
s i o n s  c a l l e d  " H e y a t , ” e a c h  i n  c h a r q e  o f  h u n d r e d s
o f  r e l i q i o u s  q a t h e r i n q  p l a c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  m o sq u es
( Z a b i h ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  2 9 ) .

Most o f t e n  t h e  q a t h e r i n q s  a r e  h e l d  i n  t h e  n u m e ro u s  b a z a a r  

p a s s a q e s  and  c a r a v a n s a r i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  v a c a n t  l o t s  and  p r i ­

v a t e  h o u s e s  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  c i t y .  The q a t h e r i n q s  a r e  i n  m o s t  

c a s e s  o r q a n i z e d  and  f i n a n c e d  by t h e  b a z a a r i s .  T h e s e  r e l i q -
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i o u s  c e r e m o n i e s  t a k e  p l a c e  d u r i n q  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s ,  

i h e  f i r s t  o n e  l a s t s  f o r t y  d a y s ,  s t a r t i n q  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  day 

o f  K oharram  ( t h e  month o f  t h e  m a r ty rd o m  o f  Imam H o s e i n ) , and 

e n a i n q  on  t h e  1 0 t h  d ay  o f  S a f a r ,  w h ic h  f o r m a l l y  t e r m i n a t e s  

t h e  m o u rn in q  p e r i o d .  Of t h i s  f o r t y  d a y s ,  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  

d a y s ,  when H o s e in  was m a r t y r e d ,  u s u a l l y  c a l l  f o r  m o u rn in q  in  

t h e  h e y a t  ( s e e  Z a b i h , 1 9 7 9 ,  p .  2 9 ) .  I h e  s e c o n d  p e r i o d ,

which  i s  i n  t h e  month o f  R a m az an ,  t a k e s  30 d a y s .  D u r i n q  

b o t n  Mohharam and  Ramazan v a r i o u s  w e l l - k n o w n  p r e a c h e r s  g i v e  

t a l k s .  I n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  b e c a u s e  b a z a a r i s  would  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  t a k a y a s  ( r e l i q i o u s  c e r e m o n i e s )  h e l d  d u r i n q  t h e  d a y ,  b u s i ­

n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  p a s s a q e s  w ou ld  n o t  f o l ­

low t h e i r  n o r m a l  c o u r s e .

D u r i n q  t i m e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l  a l l  t h e s e  p l a c e s ,  i n ­

c l u d i n g ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e ,  m o s q u e s ,  s e r v e d  f o r  p o l i t i c i z ­

i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  and a d v a n c i n q  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

t h r o u g h  v a i o u s  s u b t l e  h i n t s  an d  a n a l o g i e s .  The c o n t r a s t i n g  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  Y a z id  and  H o s e i n  and  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  i n s i s ­

t e n c e  on s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  

and  d e f i n e  o p p r e s s i o n ,  s h o w i n g  who i s  a n  o p p r e s s o r  and  who 

i s  o p p r e s s e d .  The p r e a c h e r s  qo on  t o  d e s c r i b e  how H o s e i n  a s  

an o p p r e s s e d  p e r s o n  (m a z lu m ) , w i t h  o n l y  72 d i s c i p l e s ,  c o u r a ­

g e o u s l y  f o u q h t  a q a i n s t  Y a z i d  t h e  o p p r e s s o r  ( z a l i m )  and t h o u ­

s a n d s  o f  h i s  s o l d i e r s .  H o s e i n  was k i l l e d ,  b u t  h i s  b l o o d  wa­

t e r e d  t h e  t r e e  o f  I s l a m ,  o f  f r e e d o m ,  a n d  o f  s t r u q q l e  a g a i n s t  

t y r a n t s .  H o s e in  was m a r t y r e d  b e c a u s e  h e  r e s i s t e d  t h e  u n j u s t  

r u l e r .
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S o m et im es  h e y ' a t s  w e re  u s e d  f o r  w e e k ly  m e e t i n g s  amonq t h e  

iid£c>aris t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  and  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  

t h e  D o z a a r .  With  q u i l d s  b e c o m i n q  i n e f f e c t i v e  u n d e r  g o v e r n ­

m en t  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  h e y * a t  t o o k  o v e r  some o f  t h e  

g u i l d s *  f u n c t i o n s ,  h e l p i n q  b a n k r u p t  m e r c h a n t s ,  m e d d l i n g  i n  

d i s p u t e s ,  and  t h e  l i k e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  money m iq h t  h a v e  b e e n  

r a i s e d  f o r  r e l i q i o u s  ( p o l i t i c a l )  p u r p o s e s .  An o b s e r v e r  i n  

on e  o f  t h e  h e y ' a t * s  m e e t i n q  r e p o r t e d :

At a h e y * a t  I  a t t e n d e d  on t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  
d e a t h  o f  t h e  S i x t h  S h i * a  Imam, a  q r o u p  o f  b a z a a r i s  
ana  o t h e r s  w ere  a s k e d  by a  r e l i q i o u s  l e a d e r  t o  
h e l p  b u i l d  a s c h o o l  w h e r e  t h e  u la m a  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  
t h e  t e a c h i n q  o f  r e l i q i o u s  d o c t r i n e .  W i th in  h a l f  
an  h o u r ,  som eone  had  d o n a t e d  1 , 8 0 0  m e t e r s  o f  l a n d ,  
a n o t h e r  had  c o n t r i b u t e d  a l l  t h e  b r i c k s  n e c e s a r y ,  
a n o t h e r  a l l  t h e  p l a s t e r ,  a n o t h e r  l i m e ,  and s e v e r a l  
o f f e r e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  c o s t  o f  s t e e l  g i r d e r s  and 
Deams.  I t  was t h e n  p r o c l a i m e d  t o  t h e  q r o u p  t h a t  
more  t h a n  4 0 0 ,0 0 0  t o m a n s  ( a b o u t  $ 5 3 , 5 0 0 )  had  been  
p l e d q e d .  The s c h o o l  i s  now n e a r l y  c o m p e l e t e d  
( I h a i s s ,  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  2 0 3 ) •

hany  b a z a a r i s  s p o n s o r e d  r o w z e h - k h a n i  i n  t h e i r  homes d u r -
t

i n a  t h e  h o l y  m o n th s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  d a y s  o f  M o h a r -  

r a m .  I h i s  was a s e r i e s  o f  t a l k s  by p r e a c h e r s  ( v o a a z ) ,  f ro m  

e a c h  n i q h t  f o r  10 d a y s .  T h e  l a s t  t e n  m i n u t e s  o f  e a c h  t a l k

would b e  a b o u t  H o s e i n ,  and  p e o p l e  w ou ld  c r y .  ( D u r in g  Rama­

zan  t h e y  would t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  b r a v e r y  a n d  u n c o n c i l i a t o r y  

n a t u r e  o f  A l i ,  who was m a r t y r e d  i n  R am azan . )

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  r o w z e h - k h a n i ,  d u r i n q  

Keza S h a h ' s  r e i q n  i t  was d e c l a r e d  i l l e q a l .  A f t e r  h i s  f a l l  

i n  1 9 4 1 ,  r o w z e h - k h a n i  b e g a n  t o  o p e r a t e  a g a i n ,  b u t  s o m e t i m e s
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i t  was u n d e r  s e v e r e  q o v e rn m e n t  c o n t r o l .  To e n f o r c e  t h e  p e r ­

f o rm a n c e  o f  r o w z e h - K h a n i  a s  a p u r e l y  r e l i q i o u s  m a t t e r  d e v o i d  

o f  any p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  Shah s t a r t e d  t o  c o n d u c t  

t h i s  c e rem o n y  f o r  t e n  d ay s  i n  t h e  c o u r t  i n  e v e r y  h o l y  m onth  

o f  M oharram .

A l l  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  means u s e d  by t h e  b a z a a r i s  had an 

i d e o l o q i c a l  c e n t e r  d e r i v e d  f ro m  t h e  b a z a a r i s '  i n t e r e s t  i n  

n a t i o n a l i s m  and  p o l i t i c a l  an d  e c o n o m i c  i n d e p e n d e n c e .
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C h a p t e r  VI 

BAZAAR NATIONALISM

A s i d e  f ro m  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  m eans  o f  p r o t e s t ,  m e n t i o n e d  i n  

t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r ,  t h e r e  w ere  o t h e r  b a s e s  f o r  b a z a a r i s *  o p p o ­

s i t i o n  t o  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  i m p e r i a l  f o r c e s .  Among 

t h e s e  w ere  t h e  f o l l o w i n q :  1) e s t a b l i s h i n g  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h

t h e  r e l i q i o u s  i n s t i u t i o n s  w h ic h  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  t h e  e m e r ­

g e n c e  o f  r e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m .  T h i s  i d e o l o g y  m o b i l i z e d  t h e  

m a s s e s  d u r i n q  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  1979 

R e v o l u t i o n .  2) The p r o m u l g a t i o n  o f  S e c u l a r  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  

which  was m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  and  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  and  o t h e r  s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n s .

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  em p lo y m en t  o f  t h e s e  two 

means h a s  n o t  b e e n  i n  e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r  n o r  h a s  t h e  u s e  o f  

o n e  c h a n n e l ,  i n  o n e  h i s t o r i c a l  e p o c h ,  e n t i r e l y  e x c l u d e d  t h e  

u t l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h e  d e q r e e  o f  u s e  o f  

o n e  i d e o l o q y  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  d e p e n d i n q  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n ­

d i t i o n s  and  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u q q l e ,  t h a t  d i f f e r e n ­

t i a t e s  o n e  e r a  f rom  a n o t h e r .
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6 . 1  IHE BAZASB'S aJfLIANgE WIJH THE £LERG£ AND THE
iEfiSSSNCg QE Beli gi o uj; n a t i o n a l i s m

The a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  w i t h  t h e  u la m a  s t a r t e d  w i t h  

t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  two b a s i c  s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i q i o u s  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s :

1 .  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i j t e h a d

2 .  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  khom s.

I h s t i t u t i Q Q  Qf. I3 £ e t )ag

The i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i i t e h a d  ( i n d e p e n d e n t  j u d g e m e n t  by t h e  

u la m a  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  I s l a m i c  law) was f u n d a m e n t a l  

i n  e s t a b l i s h i n q  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  an d  t h e  u l a ­

ma and b r i n q i n q  a b o u t  r e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m .  T h a t  i s .  t h e  

e m e r q e n c e  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  was t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c l e r q y ' s  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  and  t h e i r  l a t e r  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  b a z a a r i s .

On t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  c l e r q y  a n d  s t a t e ,  i t  s h o u l d  be 

n o t e d  t h a t ,  b e tw e e n  1 5 0 0 - 1 7 2 2 ,  t h e  S h i i  u lam a were q u i t e  

d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  s t a t e  and t h e r e  e x i s t e d  no f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n ­

t r a d i c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  t w o .  The o s t e n s i b l e  r e a s o n  f o r  

t h i s  c o e x i s t e n c e  was t h a t  t h e  S a f a v i d  k i n q s  made T w e l v e r  

S h i i s m  t h e i r  s t a t e  r e l i q i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  t h e  a d ­

v e n t  o f  I s l a m  (L am bton ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p p .  1 2 6 - 1 2 7 ) .  U a q h f - l a n d ,  

w h ich  was o n e  o f  t h e  c l e r q y ' s  s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o m e ,  i n c r e a s e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  T h i s  was a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  new l a n d  a p p r o p r i a ­

t i o n  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Shah Abbas  I :  "The  s t a t e  l a n d s ,  t h e  c ro w n
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l a n d s ,  a n d  t h e  w a q f l a n d s  w e re  e x p a n d e d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  

s u y u r o h a i s  and  p r i v a t e  l a n d s '*  ( A s h r a f ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  314 ;  s e e  

a l s o  L a m b to n ,  1 9 b 9 ,  p .  1 2 6 ) .

The f a l l  o f  t h e  S a f a v i d s  i n  1722 was  i f  n o t h i n q  e l s e  an

ena  t o  a f o r m a l  S h i i  s t a t e .  I t  n o t  o n l y  w eak en ed  t h e  s t a t u s

o f  t h e  c l e r q y ,  b u t  beq an  a n  e r a  w h ich  s l o w l y  b u i l t  up t h e i r

o p p o s i t i o n  ( a s  we w i l l  s e e  l a t e r  on)  t o  t h e  s t a t e :

R e l i q i o u s  f e e l i n q  a q a i n s t  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  was 
c l e a r l y  o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s t u d ­
i e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Q a j a r  n e v e r  h a d  t h e  
r e l i q i o u s  a u r a  o r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  r e l i q i o u s  c l a s s e s  
w h ic h  c h a r a t e r i z e d  t h e  S a f a v i d s ,  who had  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  T w e l v e r  S h i i s m  a s  t h e  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n  o f  
I r a n  ( K e d d i e ,  1 9 6 6 ,  p .  1 0 ) .

The c o n c e p t  o f  i j t e h a d  was i n i t i a l l y  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n ­

f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  b r a n c h e s  o f  S h i i s m ,  A k h b a r i 28 and  U su -  

l i 29 ( 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ) .  The c o n f l i c t  e n d e d  i n  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f

t h e  l a t t e r ,  who e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
«

of  i i t i h a d  and  assum ed  t h e  r o l e  o f  v a s i  and  mar j a i - t a q h l i d .  

The n o t i o n  o f  i j t e h a d  e n j o i d  a r t i c u l a t e  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i ­

c a l  s u p p o r t  when in  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  I r a n  f e l l  u n d e r  

t h e  f o r e i g n  d o m i n a t i o n .

28 A k h u a r i  i s  a  b r a n c h  o f  S h i i s m  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1624 A.D.
t h a t  h e l d  t h e  m o j t a h e d  t o  be an  i n v a l i d  f e a t u r e  o f  S h i i s m
and  m i n i m i z e d  t h e  c l e r g y ' s  r o l e .

2 9  U s u l i  i s  a b r a n c h  o f  S h i i s m  t h a t  i n s i s t e d  on t h e  m u j t a -
h i d s  and  a b r o a d e r  r o l e  f o r  t h e  u l a m a  i n  s o c i e t y .
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The c l e r q y ' s  - j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a s s u m i n q  t h e  new r o l e  a s  

m u i t a h i d s  o r  q u a r d i a n s 30 was b a s e d  on t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  S h i i s m  

f o r m u l a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  Imam J a f a r  a l - S a d e q h ,  who c o n ­

s t i t u t e d  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  Im a m a te  i n  765 A.D. The Imami b e ­

l i e v e  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  Mohammad, t h e  s u c ­

c e s s i o n  f o r  r u l i n o  M usl im s  c o n t i n u e s  t h r o u q h  h i s  c o u s i n  A l i  

t o  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  t h e r e a f t e r ,  o f  whom, t h e y  h o l d ,  t h e r e  

w e re  t w e l v e .  The c y c l e  o f  t h e  T w e l f t h  Imam came t o  an  end 

i n  6 7 4 ,  when t h e  i n f a n t  s o n  o f  t h e  e l e v e n t h  Imam d i s a p p e a r e d  

f ro m  v i e w .  N i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  S h i i  u l a m a  a r q u e d  t h a t  c o n t i ­

n u i t y  w i t h  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  Imam i s  a s s u r e d  "by  t h e  a u t h o r i ­

t a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  l a w ” an d  " t h a t  t h e  

h i q h e s t  r a n k i n q  members  o f  t h e  c l e r q y  i n  e f f e c t  p o s s e s s  t h e  

Key t o  r i q h t  c o n d u c t  by t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  Knowledge  a n d  a b i l i t y  

t o  d e d u c e  o r d i n a n c e s  t o  l o g i c a l  p r o o f " ( A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  

10) . The  q u a l i f i e d  c l e r q y  t h e n  a r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  g u i d e  

t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  e v e r y d a y  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  The p e o ­

p l e  i n  t u r n  w ere  " p r o h i b i t e d  f ro m  e n g a g i n q  i n  d i s c u s s i v e  and 

a e a u c t i v e  r e a s o n i n q  f ro m  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  s p e c i f i c  d e ­

t a i l s  ( i i t i h a d ) . "  C o n c o m i t a n t l y  a  q u i d e  o r  some g u i d e s  (one 

o r  more r a u i t a h e d s )  must b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  u n t i l  

t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  T w e l v th  Imam ( A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p . 1 0 ) .

30 The u lam a  who i n t e r p r e t s  I s l a m i c  l a w  i s  c a l l e d  m u i t a h e d ,  
v a s i ,  o r  m a r i a i - t a q h l i d .
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h e r e  i t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  d e s c r i b i n q  t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  

i i t e h a d  and m u i t a n e d s  i n  I r a n  Ma s  a n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s  o f  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n 1' a s  A k h av i  h a s  s u q q e s t e d  (1980)  ,  i s  a m i s -  

t a h e .  A l q a r  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  B i n d e r  ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  and  K e d d i e  (1966)  e x i b i t  

t h e  same m i s c o n c e p t i o n ,  a s s e r t i n q  t h a t  t h e  c l e r q y * s  a u t h o r i ­

t y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e i r  h a v i n q  an 

a p p o i n t m e n t  ex  a n t e  f ro m  t h e  Imam J a f a r  a l - S a d e q h  i n  t h e  8 t h  

c e n t u r y ,  a s  t h e  u la m a  t h e m s e l v e s  b e l i e v e .  M o re o v e r  t h e s e  

a u t h o r s  s e e  i n  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  u la m a  f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  

and t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  and f o r e i q n  p o w e r s  m a i n l y  

i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c l e r q y * s  own i n t e r e s t s  a s  an au to n o m o u s  

f o r c e  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  E l i a s h  i n  an  e x c e l l e n t  s t u d y  

(1979) d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  f i r s t ,  " t h e  Imams d i d  n o t  p r e p a r e  t h e  

way f o r  t h e  c l e r q y  t o  become t h e i r  a q e n t s  o r  d e p u t i e s ;  i n ­

s t e a d  t h e  c l e r q y  q r a d u a l l y  ( i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y )  a s ­

sumed amonq t h e i r  own r a n k s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  d e p ­

u t i e s  o f  t h e  Imam” ( L l i a s h ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p . 1 1 ) •  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  new 

r o l e  o f  t h e  c l e r q y ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  E l i a s h ,  a r o s e  a s  a  r e s u l t  

o f  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  m i l i t a r y ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  I r a n  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  a n d  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  n o t  

b e c a u s e  o f  " t h e  T w e l v e r  S h i i  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  I r a a m a te "  ( E l -  

i a s h ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p . 2 U ) .

I n  sum,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  c l e r q y * s  a s s u m i n q  t h e  r o l e  o f  

v a s i  ( q u a r a i a n s  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r s )  u n d e r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

l i t e h a d  c a n ' b e  b e s t  e x p l a i n e d  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  f o r ­

e i g n  p o w e rs  and  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m ic  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e
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b a z a a r i s  ( s e e  c h a p .  t h r e e ) .  I h e  q u e s t i o n  h e r e  i s  how t h e  

c l i . r q y  became i n d e p e n d e n t  f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  an d  an a l l y  o f  t h e  

r a z a a r i s .

KhQffis

At t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  c l e r q y  f ro m  t h e  

s t a t e  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  a  f i n a n c i a l  

s o u r c e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s t a t e .  I h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  t h i s  f i n a n ­

c i a l  s o u r c e  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  

w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i i t e h a d .  T h i s  f i n a n c i a l  

s o u r c e ,  c a l l e d  khoms,  i n  t u r n  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

an d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  i j t i h a d .

Thouqh many s c h o l a r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  khom s,  

l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  r i q h t s  o f  m o j t a h e d s ,  i e . ,  i i t e h a d ,  c a n  be 

t r a c e d  t o  Imam J a f a r  a l - S a d e q h  an d  t h e  G r e a t  O c c u l t a t i o n  

( t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  874 c e n t u r y ,  when t h e  t w e l f t h  Imam d i s a p ­

p e a r e d  f ro m  view)  E l i a s h  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t

i n  I w e l v e r  S h i i  - j u r i s p r u d e n c e  t h e r e  i s  a n  a b s e n c e  
o f  any  d e c r e e  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Imams t h a t  c o n ­
f e r s  on an  ' a q e n t *  t h e  r i q h t  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  c a n o -  
n i a l  p aym en t  o f  t h e  khoms d u r i n q  t h e  G r e a t  O c c u l ­
t a t i o n  ( E l i a s h ,  1 9 7 9 .  p . 18) .

T h a t  i s ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  which  q a v e  

r i s e  t o  t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  i i t i h a d  ( e . q ,  f o r e i q n  d o m i n a t i o n )  

n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  o r ­

q a n i z a t i o n s ,  l i k e  khom s,  t h a t  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  c l e r q y  a 

s o u r c e  o i  power  and incom e i n d e p e n d e n t  from t h e  q o v e r n m e n t .
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Khoms, by d e f i n i t i o n ,  i s  o n e  f i f t h  o f  a l l  p r o f i t  e a r n e d  

in  t r a d e ,  t o  be  l e v i e d  a s  c h a r i t a b l e  t a x  ( A l q a r ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p.  

2 6 3 ) .  C l e a r l y  t h e n ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  would  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  main  

c o n t r i b u t o r s  o f  Khoms, w h ich  had t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  m u j t a h e d s .  

K ed d ie  i n  r e q a r d  t o  t h e  m ain  c o n t r i b u t o r s  o f  Khoms t o  t h e  

u l a m a ,  s a y s :

A l t h o u q h  t h i s  [ k h o m s l  h a s  b ee n  l i t t l e  s t u d i e d  f o r  
t h e  S a f a v i d s  t i m e ,  i t  i s  Known t h a t  l a t e r  t h e  u l a ­
ma were  a b l e  t o  u s e  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m o r a l  a n d  m i­
n o r  p h y s i c a l  p r e s s u r e  t o  c o l l e c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f rom 
t h e  m e r c h a n t s  and  o t h e r  w e l l  o f f  b a z a a r  t r a d e r s  
and a r t i s a n s ,  t h e  Khums ( K e d d i e ,  1 9 6 1 ,  p . 1 7 ) .

b a z a a r i s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  g r o w in g  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  c l e r q y  f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  t h r o u q h  t h e  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n  o f  Sahme Imam ( Mt h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  I m a m " ) • T h i s  was 

a Kind o f  t a x  t h a t  b a z a a r i s  would p ay  t o  u lam a  t o  p u r i f y  

t h e i r  e a r n i n q s  on b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  i n  o n e  y e a r .  Ac­

c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  Khums, o r ,  i n  e f ­

f e c t ,  10* o f  t h e  p r o f i t s  on t r a d e ,  was d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  t h e  

s o c i a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c l e r g y  a n d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  money was u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  

up k eep  and  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m o s q u e s ,  s t i p e n d s  f o r  t h e o ­

l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y  s a l a r i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

p u r p o s e s .

T h u s ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  became t h e  m a in  f i n a n c i a l  b a c K e r s  o f  

t h e  r e l i q i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Khoms a n d  sahme Imam had  two 

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s :  1) They w e r e ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  b a c k ­

bo n e  of  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  c l e r q y  f rom  t h e  

s t a t e ;  a n a  2) They p l a y e d  a r a a io r  r o l e  i n  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  u n -
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p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s e s  w i t h  b a z a a r i s  an d  w i t h  t h e  u l a m a .  The 

m echan ism  o f  t h i s  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  was t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  r o l e  

o f  t h e  u la m a  a s  a n  a g e n t  t o  d i s p e n s e  t h e  r e c e i v e d  Khoms and 

sahme imam f rom  t h e  b a z a a r i s  t o  t h e  p o o r  p e o p l e  a n d  p o o r  

m u l l a h s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i n  b o t h  c i t i e s  and  v i l l a g e s .

I n  q e n e r a l ,  t h e  c l e r q y * s  f i n a n c i a l  t i e s  t o  t h e  b a z a a r i s

f u r n i s h e d  t h e  l a t t e r  w i th  t h e  l e v e r  t o  u s e  t h e  r e l i q i o u s

t a x e s ,  i e . ,  Khoms, t o  e n f o r c e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  on t h e

u lam a  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  d i d  n o t  a b i d e  by t h e  b a z a a r i s *  n o t i o n  of

. p o l i t i c a l  o r t h o d o x y .  The f o l l o w i n q  i s  a c a s e  i n  p o i n t .

I n  t h e  d a y s  o f  Shaykh Abd a l - K a r i m  H a i r i  t h e  v e n ­
e r a b l e  A y a t u l l a h  r e s o l v e d  t o  t e a c h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  
t h e  hawzah i n  vumra f o r e i q n  l a n q u a q e s  and c e r t a i n  
n o n r e l i q i o u s  s u b j e c t s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  q c  o u t  
an d  p r o s e l y t i z e  mors e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  name o f  
I s l a m .  H ow ever ,  no s o o n e r  d i d  h e  d e c i d e  on  t h i s  
c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  t h a n  a  d e l e q a t i o n  o f  b a z a a r  m er­
c h a n t s  an d  a r t i s a n s  d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  T e h ra n  and  
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  w i t h h o l d  t h e  Khums i f  h e  d i d  n o t  r e ­
t r a c t .  The r e a s o n  t h e y  d i d  t h i s  was t h a t  t h e y  
f e a r e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  w ou ld  b e  c o n ­
t a m i n a t e d  by  f o r e i q n  h a b i t s  a n d  v i e w p o i n t s  (M. 
M u t a h h a r i ,  q u o t e d  i n  A k h a v i ,  1 9 6 0 ,  p .  228)

R e l i g i o u s  (H a U s n a U s r a

The two a b o v e m e n t i o n e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  " i j t i h a d M and 

,,khomsH w ere  o f  p r im e  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  p r o m u l q a t i n q  r e l i q i o u s  

n a t i o n a l i s m .  T h i s  i d e o l o q y  a c q u i r e d  s u p p o r t  f ro m  amonq t h e  

u n p r i v i l i q e d  c l a s s e s  f o r  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e s  

a q a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  and t h e  s t a t e .  U lam a,  a s  t h e  m a r j a i -  

t a u h l i d s  ( m u j t a h e d s )  and  d u e  t o  t h e i r  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o
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th<f p o o r  m a s s e s  w e re  a b l e  t o  o r q a n i z e  them on t h e  q r a s s -  

r o o t . s  l e v e l  I n  t h e  m a s i l d s . 31 F o r  e x a m p l e .  I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  t h e  m u l t a h i d s  g a i n e d  s u p p o r t  amonq t h e  p u b l i c  when 

t h e y  r e q a r d e d  a l l  t e m p o r a l  r u l e r s  a s  u s u r p e r s ,  and m a i n ­

t a i n e d  t h a t  " l e g i t i m a t e  r u l e ,  p e n d i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  

t w e l f t h  imam, c a n  o n l y  be e x e r c i s e d  by  t h o s e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

u lam a who a r e  c o m p e t e n t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  w i l l "  ( K e d d i e ,  

1 9 6 6 ,  p .  1 0 ) *  T h e i r  r e a s o n i n q  was c l e a r l y  q e a r e d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  S h a h s  who had a l m o s t  s o l d  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  I r a n  t o  

r o r e i a n  p o w e r s .  A n o t h e r  more  r e v e a l i n q  e x a m p le  o f  t h e  r o l e  

o f  t h e  u la m a  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  

i m p e r i a l i s t  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  I r a n  was t h e  i n c i d e n t  w h ich  r e ­

s u l t e d  when t h e  Shah g a v e  t h e  t o b a c c o  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  

B r i t i s h  i n  1 8 9 1 .  I h e  T o b a cc o  C r i s i s  s t a r t e d  when t h e  l e a d ­

i n g  u lam a  d e c l a r e d  a l l  t o b a c c o  t o  b e  " r e l i q i o u s l y  u n c l e a n ,  

a s  were  t h e  s e r v a n t s  and e m p l o y e e s  o f  E u r o p e a n s "  ( K e d d i e ,  

1 9 6 6 ,  p .  9 5 ) .  K e d d i e ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  made by t h e  u lam a  i n  b o y c o t t i n q  t o b a c c o ,  w r i t e s :

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  l e a d  o f  t h e i r  u l a m a  I s f a h a n i s  now 
becam e t h e  f i r s t  t o  b o y c o t t  t r a d e  i n ,  and sm o k in g  
o f ,  t o b a c c o .  W i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  s m o k in g  and  t r a d e  i n  
t o b a c c o  e v i d e n t l y  c e a s e d  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  a f t e r  
t h e  l e a d i n q  u lam a  a n n o u n c e d  t h e i r  r e l i q i o u s  p r o ­
h i b i t i o n .  E u r o p e a n s  w ere  i n s u l t e d  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  
and p l a c a r d s  by Aqa N a j a f i  w e re  p o s t e d  d e c l a r i n g

3* S u n n i t  u la m a  l a c k e d  t h i s  q u a l i t y  a n d  i n  t h e  v ie w  o f  t h e  
S h i i  t h e y  w e re  p o w e r l e s s  and  p a s s i v e  r a t i f i e r s  o f  t r u t h  
a s  m ere  d o q r o a t i s t s  w i t h o u t  a n y  c r e a t i v e  power  o f  i n n o v a ­
t i o n  ( A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  1 2 ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B row n ,  t h e  S h i i  
ulama w e re  more a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  an d  h ad  f a r  more  i n ­
f l u e n c e  an d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  command t h e  p e o p l e  " a s  p a r t  o f  
t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e  p r i n c i p l e "  t h a n  S u n i i  (Brow ne ,  
1 9 2 8 ,  v o l .  4 ,  3 5 3 ) .
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a l l  e m p l o y e e s  o f  R e q i e  r t h e  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e ]  t o  be  
u n c l e a n ,  and s a y i n q  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a l ­
low ed  i n t o  p u b l i c  p l a c e s  ( K e d d i e ,  1S 6 6 ,  p .  9 5 ) .

At t h e  same t i m e  t h e  m u l l a h s  i n  t h e  m a s i i d s  w e re  p r e a c h -  

i n u  a q a i n s t  t h e  s a l e  o f  I r a n  t o  t h e  i n f i d e l s  (Op. c i t ,  5 7 ) .  

I h e  p r o t e s t  an d  t h e  b o y c o t t  o f  t o b a c c o  r e a c h e d  i t s  p e a k  and 

became n a t i o n w i d e  when A y a t o l l a h  S h i r a z i ,  a  p r o m i n e n t  m u j t a -  

h i d ,  i s s u e d  a f e t v a  (a r e l i q i o u s  o r d e r )  a s k i n q  a l l  t h e  b e ­

l i e v e r s  t o  a b s t a i n  f ro m  s m o k i n q . 3 * I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  a n ­

n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  f e t v a  i t  was o b s e r v e d :

I h e  o b s e r v a n c e  of  t h e  b o y c o t t  was s o  u n i v e r s a l  i n  
I r a n  t h a t  i t  amazed I r a n i a n s  a n d  f o r e i q n e r s  a l i k e .  
E y e w i t n e s s e s  t o l d  o f  e v e n  t h e  Sh ah * s  w i v e s  and  
s e r v a n t s  r e f u s i n q  t o  sm o k e ,  a n d  nobody  d a r e d  t o  b e  
s e e n  on t h e  s t r e e t  s e l l i n q  o r  u s i n o  t o b a c c o .  Even 
C h r i s t i a n s  and  Jews w e r e  s a i d  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  r e ­
l i q i o u s  b a n  ( K e d d i e ,  1 9 6 6 ,  p .  96) •

The sam e  f o r c e  o f  r e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m  was m a i n l y  r e ­

s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 5 .  The 

1891 t o b a c c o  p r o t e s t  was t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  t e s t  o f  b a z a a r i - u l a -  

ma power  an d  t h e i r  t r i u m p h  p r e p a r e d  t h e  q ro u n d  f o r  t h e  p o ­

l i t i c a l  c h a n q e  y e t  t o  m a t e r i a l i z e  i n  1 9 0 5 - 1 1 .

K e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m  d e c l i n e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  

e m e r q e n c e  o f  Reza  Shah i n  1 9 2 5 .  I n s t e a d  s e c u l a r  n a t i o n a l i s m  

qrew i n  pow er  and s t r e n q t h .

32 The t e x t  o f  t h e  f e t v a  r e a d  s i m p l y :  " I n  t h e  name o f  God,
t h e  M e r c i f u l ,  t h e  F o r q i v i n g .  l o d a y  t h e  u s e  o f  t a n b a k u  i n  
a n y  fo rm  i s  r e c k o n e d  a s  war  a q a i n s t  t h e  Imam o f  t h e  a g e  
(may God h a s t e n  h i s  A d v e n t ! ) "  ( K e d d i e ,  1 9 6 6 ,  p .  9 6 ) .
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6 . 2  THE EMERGENCE AHQ QEVELQPMENT Q£ SEQOLAR NAHQNALIM

Reza b h a h ' s  r u l e  (1 9 2 5 -1 9 4 1 )  was n o t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  

h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s *  i n  t h a t ,  by c e n t r a l i z i n q  t h e  econom y,  he 

d i d  n o t  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  e n t r e -  

p r e n u e r s  and  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i e s .  H ow ever ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s '  

s t r u q q l e  a q a i n s t  s t a t e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and  t h e i r  q r o w in q  o p ­

p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  o i l  c o n c e s s i o n  w h ic h  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  

1 9 4 0 s ,  was i n  t h e  form o f  s e c u l a r  n a t i o n a l i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  

r e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m .  T h i s  f o rm  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  was m a i n l y  

t n e  r e s u l t  o f  Reza  S h a h ' s  p o l i c i e s  o f  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  s e c u l a r ­

i z a t i o n  a n d  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  some i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .

The tw o  I r a n i a n  movements  o f  1891  a n d  1905  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  

t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M a j l i s  an d  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q o v ­

e r n m e n t ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  t h e  M a j l i s  n o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  r e m a i n e d  im­

mune f ro m  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l  p o w e r s .  With t h e  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n s  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n q  was b om bard ­

ed by t h e  I r a n i a n  C o s s a c k  B r i q a d e ,  an d  l a t e r  on (1907) R u s ­

s i a n  and B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  a r r i v e d  i n  I r a n  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a f e ­

g u a r d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  b o t h  a q a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  a q a i n s t  

t h e  I r a n i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s .  The c o u n t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  o c c u ­

p i e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  and  R u s s i a n s  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  F i r s t  World 

War, a n d  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  R u s s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1917  

t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  f rom t h e  n o r t h  c e a s e d .  But  t h e n  t h e  d a n q e r  

f ro m  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  t h e  s o u t h  i n c r e a s e d ,  when t h e  B r i t i s h  

w e r e  t h e  o n l y  i m p e r i a l  f o r c e  i n  I r a n .
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B r i t i s h  d e c i s i o n - m a K i n q  a f t e r  1917  was d e p e n d e n t ,  i n

p a r t ,  on  t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  I r a n i a n s  w ere  v e r y  n a t i o -

n a i s t i c  and  w an ted  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  I n  May, 1 9 2 ^ ,  t h e  B r i t i s h

a m b a s s a d o r  t o  I r a n ,  d i s c u s s i n g  B r i t i s h  p r c s t i q e  i n  I r a n ,

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  I r a n i a n  h o s t i l i t y  a q a i n s t  G r e a t

B r i t a i n .  I n  h i s  a d d r e s s  h e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e s e  f e e l i n q s :

r e s u l t e d  f rom  a s p i r i t  o f  e x a q q e r a t e d  n a t i o n a l i s m  
which  was a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  a t t i t u d e  o f  i n -  
s t i c t i v e  d e f e r e n c e  t o  W e s t e r n e r s  an d  W e s t e r n  i d e a s  
and  o p i n i o n s  ( W i l b e r ,  1 9 6 7 ,  p .  7 1 ) .

C urzon  t h e n  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t ,  " t h e  B r i t i s h  would  h a v e  t o  l e a r n

t o  meet  t h i s  i n s u r q e n t  s p i r i t  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  and t o  a d a p t  t o

i t "  ( C u r z o n ,  1 9 6 9 ;  q u o t e d  i n  W i l b e r ,  1 9 6 7 ,  p .  7 1 ) .  C u r z o n ' s

c o m m e n ts ,  a s  U i l b e r  r e m a r k s ,  w e r e  m o s t  p r o p h e t i c ,  and  t h a t

was on e  r e a s o n  t h e  B r i t i s h  s u p p o r t e d  Reza  Shah a s  t h e  r u l e r

o f  I r a n .

Heza Shah f ro m  t h e  s t a r t  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e  was i n d e p e n d e n t  

o f  f o r e i u n  p o w e r s  and  was a n a t i o n a l i s t .  H o w e v e r ,  h i s  n a ­

t i o n a l i s m  e m p h a z i s e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  p o w e r f u l  c e n t r a l  

s t a t e  an u  s t a t e - o w n e d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  

G erm ans .  I h e  Germans* p r e s e n c e  i n  I r a n  and  t h e  B r i t i s h  (now 

l e s s  v i s i b l e  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e  t h a n  b e f o r e )  p r e o c c u p a ­

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o i l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  l e d  t h e  p u b l i c  

t o  q u e s t i o n  Reza  S h a h ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e .

I h e  c o n f l i c t  b e tw e e n  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  (and  

t h e  u lam a)  and  Reza Shah  e n d e d  i n  t h e  r u t h l e s s  s u p p r e s s i o n  

o f  t h e  f o r m e r .  T h a t  i s  why m o s t  o f  Reza  S h a h ' s  s u p p o r t  was
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s e c u r e d  f ro m  t h e  p o r f e s s i o n a l  m i d d l e  c l a s s  and  b u r e a u c r a t s  

who o m eraed  when Reza Shah t o o k  p o w e r .  As B a n a n i  r e m a r k s ,

i-.ezci Shah

was i n s p i r e d ,  e n c o u r a q e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  by a n  a r ­
t i c u l a t e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i q e n t s i a ,  a n d  h i s  
a c t i o n s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  and  a p p l a u d e d  by a  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  u r b a n  m i d d l e  c l a s s — q o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  
army o f f i c e r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men a n d  s t u d e n t s  (Ban­
a n i  ,  1 9 6 1 ,  p .  U7) •

w i th  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  a rm y ,  Reza

Shah was q u i c k  t o  m o n o p o l i z e  t r a d e  a n d  i n d u s t r y ,  and to o k

m e a s u r e s  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r  a s

w e l l  a s  i t s  h a n d i c r a f t s  and m a n u f a c t u r i n q  ( s e e  c h a p t e r  I I I ) .

One o f  R eza  S h a h ' s  r aa io r  s t e p s  i n  h i s  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  p r o -  

qram was a n  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  c l e r g y ' s  p o w e r .  Thus  h e  a t t e m p t ­

ed t o  r o o t  o u t  t h e  two m os t  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e l i q i o u s  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s — t h e  - j u d i c i a r y  and e d u c a t i o n a l — a n d  r e p l a c e  them w i t h

s e c u l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  v a l u e s  b o r r o w e d  f ro m  t h e  West .  As

B a n a n i  p o i n t s  o u t ,  "N ow here  i s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  W e s t e r n  c i v i l i ­

z a t i o n  u p o n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  M us l im  I r a n  more  a p p a r e n t  

t h a n  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  h e r  - j u d i c i a r y  s y s t e m "  ( B a n a n i ,  1 9 6 1 ,

p . 6 8 ) .

C l e a r l y  a n y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  - j u d i c i a r y  s y s t e m  o f  I s l a m  

was a  d i r e c t  a t t a c k  on t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i j t e h a a  and  t h u s  

on t h e  p o w er  o f  t h e  m u* j taheds .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  m u i t a h e d s ,  

i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  I s l a m i c  c o d e ,  a s  n o t e d ,  a r e  e x p e r t  s c h o l a r s  

whose - j u d i c i a r y  p o w e rs  c o v e r ,  on t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  p e r s o n a l  c o n ­

d u c t ,  c r i m i n a l  and  c i v i l  l a w s  ( S h a r i a h )  ,  a n d ,  on t h e  o t h e r
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h a n d ,  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n q  t o  p o l i t i c s  an d  s t a t e  a f f a i r s  

(Urf)  . T h e se  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  a l s o  c a l l e d  ’’f o q h a h a ” o r  e x ­

p e r t s  i n  I s l a m i c  - j u r i s p r u d e n c e .

Reza Sh3h*s  c a m p a iq n  a q a i n s t  t h e  c l e r q y  s t a r t e d  i n  f u l l  

m e a s u r e s  i n  19 36 when t h e  M a j l i s  e n a c t e d  a law w h ic h  r e o r q -  

a n i z e d  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  s y s t e m  a n d  c o m p e l l e d  i t s  p e r m a n e n t  

s e c u l a r i z a t i o n .  The l e q i s l a t i o n  a l s o  im p o se d  new q u a l i f i c a ­

t i o n s  f o r  t h e  em p lo y m en t  o f  j u d q e s  ( B a n a n i ,  1 9 6 1 ,  p .  7 3 ) .  

The r e a l  aim o f  t h e  l a t t e r  law was t o  b a r  t h e  c l e r q y  f r o m  a 

r o l e  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  s y s t e m  by r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  j u d q e s  h o l d  

u n i v e r s i t y  d e q r e e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  pow er  o f  t h e  

c l e r q y  i n  q e n e r a l  an d  t h a t  o f  m u i t a h e d s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f u r ­

t h e r  d e c l i n e d  w i t h  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  c i v i l  and  p e n a l  c o d e s  

f o r  t h e  s h a r i a h  l a w :

I f  t h e  r e o r q a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  J u s t i c e  
in  1936 rem oved  t h e  f i n a l  v e s t i q e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  
f ro m  t h e  c l e r q y  i n  s u c h  a way a s  t o  make no p r o v i ­
s i o n  f o r  s h a r i a h  c o u r t s ,  t h e  C i v i l  and  P e n a l  Codes  
o f  1939 an d  19U0 f i n a l l y  l e f t  no room f o r  s h a r i a h  
law a t  a l l .  The  d e v i a t i o n  f ro m  s h a r i a h  p a t t e r n s  
w ere  a l l  e x p l a i n e d  and j u s t i f i e d  f ro m  W e s te rn  s e c ­
u l a r ,  h u m a n i s t i c  v i e w p o i n t s  ( B a n a n i ,  1 9 6 1 ,  p .  7 9 ) •

In  h i s  a t t a c k ,  on  t h e  c l e r q y ,  R eza  Shah p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  c l e r g y

f ro m  w e a i i n q  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  c l o t h i n q  (aba  a n d  ammameh)

w hich  would h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  and  s t a t u s  o f

t h e  w e a r e r  (U p to n ,  1 9 6 5 ,  p .  5 7 ) .  F i n a l l y ,  by f o r c e ,  on  J u l y

8 ,  1 9 3 7 ,  he  a b o l i s h e d  t h e  v e i l  ( h ead  d r e s s )  and  r e p l a c e d  i t

by t h e  k o l a h  P a h l a v i , a c a p  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  m i l i t a r y

kep (a k i n d  o f  h a t )  (U p to n ,  1 9 6 5 ,  p .  6 9 ) .
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E d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  by Reza Shah was a n o t h e r  b low  t o  t h e  

power o f  t h e  c l e r q y  and t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y *  In  

t h e  p a s t ,  e l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n  was c o n f i n e d  to  t h e  m a k t a b ,  a 

s i n q l e  c l a s s r o o m ,  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h e r s  c a l l e d  a k h u n d .  I h e  mak-  

t a b s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s  w e re  u s u a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b a z a a r s  

and  w ere  t o t a l l y  f r e e  o f  a n y  q o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r o l *  The 

t e a c h i n q  i n  t h e  m aktab  was m o s t l y  r e l i q i o u s  i n  n a t u r e .  The 

o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  w ere  t h e  s e m i n a r i e s  o r  

m a d r a s a h  i n  Qum and I s f a h a n ,  w h e re  t h e  m a i o r  s u b j e c t  o f  

s t u d y  was t h e o l o q y  ( B a n a n i ,  1 9 6 1 ,  p .  8 8 ) .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  m a d r a s a h  and  o t h e r  r e l i q i o u s  f u n c t i o n a r ­

i e s  were  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  s t a t e  c o n t r o l *  As A k h a v i  m a i n t a i n s ,  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  " b o r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  m a d r a s a h  

s y s t e m  a n d  b e q a n  a p e r i o d  o f  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  s u b s i d i z a t i o n s  

an d  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  an  i n c r e a s i n q  number  o f  t h e  r e l i q ­

i o u s  s c h o o l s  t h a t  p e r s i s t e d  t o  t h e  end  o f  t h e  r e i q n  o f  Mo­

hammad R eza  P a h l a v i "  ( A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  5 6 ) •  O t h e r  r e l i q ­

i o u s  f u n c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  r e l i q i o u s  endowm ents  

now f e l l  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Endow­

ment  ( I d a r e y e  O g h a f ) •

The c l e a r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e c l i n i n q  p ow er  o f  t h e  

u lam a  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  Reza  Shah  was t h e i r  d e c r e a s e d  p a r t i c i ­

p a t i o n  i n  t h e  M a j l i s .  A c c o r d i n q  t o  o n e  r e p o r t ,  " W h e re a s  t h e  

• u l a m a '  c o n s t i t u t e d  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d e p u t i e s  i n  t h e  

S i x t h  M a j l i s  ( 1 9 2 6 - 1 9 3 2 ) ,  t h e  E l e v e n t h  M a l l i s  w h ich  m et  i n
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1937 a i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  e v e n  a  s i n q l e  w e l l - k n o w n  and  i m p o r t a n t  

f i g u r e  f i o m  t h e  • u l a m a ,w ( F a q h f o o r y ,  1 9 7 6 ,  p .  8 2 ;  q u o t e d  by 

A k l .a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  59) .

Reza s h a h ' s  a n t i  r e l i q i o u s  m e a s u r e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e m e r ­

g e n c e  o f  s e c u l a r  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  and  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  

c l e r q y * s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  d e c a d e  a f t e r  R eza  

S h a h ’ s  a b d i c a t i o n  i n  1 9 4 1 .  A l o n e  w i t h  Reza  S h a h * s  a t t e m p t  

a t  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  econom y and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r ,  

o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  were a t  work  w h ich  w e re  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  E v e r  s i n c e  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

R e v o l u t i o n  and  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M a j l i s ,  t h e  b a z a a r -  

i s *  and  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i s t s '  c o n c e r n  was t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n d e ­

p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  M a i l i s  f rom  t h e  d e s p o t i c  m o n a rc h s  and f ro m  

f o r e i q n  i n f l u e n c e .  As o n e  b a z a a r i  p u t  i t :

The f e e l i n q  t h a t  we h a d  f o r  t h e  M a i l i s  was t h e  
same a s  t h e  f e e l i n q  o f  a m o t h e r  t o w a r d  h e r  o n l y  
c h i l d ,  b u t  a  c h i l d  t h a t  c o u l d  h a r d l y  be  s a v e d  from 
t h e  d e s p o t i c  S h a h s  ( i n f o r m a n t :  1978)  •

G eo rq e  A l l e n ,  t h e  U .S .  a m b a s s a d o r  i n  T e h ra n  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  

1 9 4 6 - 4 8 ,  commented i n  o n e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  M a j l i s  was t h e  

" q r e a t e s t  s a f e q u a r d  o f  I r a n i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and i t s  c o n t i n ­

ued  e x i s t e n c e  and f u l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  i s  a l m o s t  im­

p o r t a n t . . . "  (G eorae  A l l e n ,  q u o t e d  by A m i r s a d e q h i ,  1 9 7 7 ,  p .  

66) .

S i n c e  i t  was s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u ­

t i o n a l i s t s ,  t h e  M a j l i s  w i t h  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  s o m e t i m e s  was t h e  

c r a d l e  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i d e a s  an d  p e r -
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s o n a l i t i e s .  One o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  was M o s s a d e g h ,  y e t  t o  

em erqe  a s  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  1953 n a t i o n a l i s t  m ovem ent .

These  men,  K a t o u z i a n  p o i n t s  o u t ,  " w e r e  d e e p l y  c o m m i t t e d  

t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  

t h e  P e r s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n "  ( K a t o u z i a n ,  1 9 7 9 .  p .  544) .  Moss­

a d e g h ,  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  h i s  t e r r a  a s  a  c o n g r e s s m a n ,  was i m p r i s ­

oned  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  z e a l o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m  and h i s  c r i t i c i s m s  

o f  Reza S h a h .  But when Reza  Shah a b d i c a t e d  i n  1941 ( a s  a 

r e s u l t  o t  B r i t i s h  p r e s s u r e ) ,  M ossadeqh t i r e l e s s l y  c o n t i n u e d  

h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o w e rs  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  

M ossadegh becam e t h e  f i g u r e - h e a d  o f  t h e  n a i o n a l i s t  movement 

p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  c l e r g y  w ere  no l o n g e r  h o l d i n g  t h e i r  

p r e - R e z a  Shah  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s .  T h e y  w ere  u n w i l l i n g  

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  who­

l e h e a r t e d l y ;  i n  1949 a l a r g e  c o n f e r e n c e  was  c o n v e n e d  i n  Qum 

t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  c l e r g y  

s h o u l d  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  a t  a l l .  T h i s  a s s e m b l y  was 

h e l d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  A y a t o l l a h  B r u - j e r d y ,  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i -  

n a n t  m u i t a h e d  i n  I r a n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  an d  some 2000 o r  s o  mem­

b e r s  o f  t h e  c l e r g y  a t t e n d e d .  I n  t h i s  s e s s i o n

t h e  members a d o p t e d  a f i r m  n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t  p o ­
s i t i o n  t h a t  p r o h i b i t e d  a l l  members  o f  t h e  c l e r g y  
f ro m  i o i n i n g  p a r t i e s  a n d  t r a f f i c k i n g  i n  p o l i t i c s .
I t  m a n d a te d  t h a t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  by 
c l e r q y m e n  would  r e s u l t  i n  a w i t h d r a w a l  o f  r e c o g n i ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  o f f e n d e r * s  s t a t u s  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  
t h e  r e l i q i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s — a  Kind o f  S h i i t  excom­
m u n i c a t i o n  t h a t  p r e s u m a b l y  B u r u i e r d i  and  t h e  Qumra 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  would  i m p l e m e n t  ( A k h a v i ,  I 9 6 0 ,  p p .
6 1 - 6 2 ) .
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D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  t h e r e  w e re  some ulama who d i d  n o t  a b i d e  by 

t n e  a b o v e  r e s o l u t i o n  and w e re  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  b a z a a r i s  t o  

i n v o l v e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  p o l i t i c s .  A y a t o l l a h s  K h a n s a r i  and 

K a s h a n i  a r e  qood e x a m p l e s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  a s  t h e  f o r m e r  a t  

o n e  p o i n t  " r e l e a s e d  h i s  f a t v a  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  i n t e r r o q a t o r i e s  

s u b m i t t e a  t o  him by a num ber  o f  m e r c h a n t s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  b a ­

z a a r  [ w h e r e  he r e s i d e d }  i n  T e h r a n "  d e c l a r i n q  t h a t  " h e  who 

upon  w ak in q  w i t h o u t  c o n c e r n i n q  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  

t h e  M us l im s  i s  n o t  h i m s e l f  a  M usl im "  ( A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  6 4 ) .  

K a s h a n i  t o o ,  and  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  A y a t o l l a h  K h a n s a r i ,  

came o u t  i n  f a v o r  o f  o i l  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  T h e s e  e x a m p l e s  

w e r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  r a r e .  Some members o f  t h e  c l e r g y  becam e 

i n v o l v e d  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  r e m a i n e d  p a s s i v e  and 

w e re  m o s t l y  e n q a q e d  i n  r e l i q i o u s  m a t t e r s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  e v e n  some ularoa who w ere  a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s  

became M o ssa d e q h * s  s u p p o r t e r s .  T h i s  s u p p o r t  m a n i f e s t e d  i t ­

s e l f  i n  March 1 9 5 3 ,  when A y a t o l l a h  K a s h a n i ,  who was t h e  

S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  M a j l i s ,  b r o k e  w i t h  M o ssad eq h  o v e r  t h e  l a t -  

t e r ’ s  demand f o r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p o w ers  from t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .  

I t  was on  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  t h a t  t h e  e i q h t - m a n  u la m a  c o n t i n g e n t  

i n  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  s i d e d  w i t h  P r im e  M i n i s t e r  M ossad eq h  on 

t h i s  i s s u e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  pow er  o f  M o s s a d e g h ’s  

g o v e r n m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  t h e i r  p l o t  t o  p r e v e n t  o i l  

n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  (A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  6 9 ) .
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On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  w e a k e n in q  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  

r e l i q i o n  and  t h e  c l e r q y ,  and t h e  e m e r q e n c e  o f  a c l a s s  of  

wage w o r k e r s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  s t a t e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  

h e l p e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a f t e r  1 9 4 1 ,  o f  t h e  s e c u l a r  and pow­

e r f u l  T u a e h  P a r t y .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  Tudeh P a r t y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y  amonq t h e  w o r k e r s  was s o  p e r v a s i v e  t h a t  t h e  b a -  

z a a r i s '  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  among t h e  w o r k e r s  -was  damaqed 

t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t .  T h a t  i s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  b a z a a r i s ,  i n  

t h e i r  p r o t e s t s  a q a i n s t  t h e  q o v e rn rae n t  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  two 

movements  o f  1891  and  1 9 0 5 ,  had  o b t a i n e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  

r a n k  and f i l e  o f  t h e  waqe e a r n e r s  ( m o s t l y  i n  t h e  b a z a a r ) ,  i n  

IS 6 3 t h e y  l o s t  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  ( s e e  A b r a h a m i a n ,  1968 , p .  2 0 5 ) .

The Tudeh  P a r t y  a t t r a c t e d  a l a r g e  f o l l o w i n q  a n d  i n  1945 

n i n e  Tudeh m embers  w e r e  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  M a i l i s  ( U p to n ,  1 9 6 5 ,  

p .  9 6 } .  I n  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  A b ra h am ia n  r e p o r t s ,  t h e r e  was 

a t o t a l  m e m b e r sh ip  o f  4 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h ich  i s  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  i n  

t h e  m odern  h i s t o r y  o f  s u c h  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  (A b ra h a m ia n ,  

1 9 6 6 ,  p .  2 0 2 ) .  I n  1949 t h e  Tudeh P a r t y  was  d e c l a r e d  i l l e -  

q a l  by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t .  H o w ev e r ,  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t i n ­

u e d ,  and t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  o i l  on May 2 ,  1 9 5 1 ,  p r o v i d e d  

t h e  p a r t y  w i t h  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  b r o a d  p o p u l a r  

s u p p o r t  a n d  d e v e l o p  p o p u l a r  a q i t a t i o n  a q a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  o i l  

company and  t h e  B r i t i s h  q o v e r n m e n t  ( U p to n ,  1 9 6 5 ,  p . 9 7 ) •  Ab­

s e n c e  of  a  p o w e r f u l  r e l i q i o u s  l e a d e r  a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

a l l i a n c e  o f  b a z a a r i s  and  M o s s a d e q h .
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The alliance between the bazaaris and Mossadeqh can be
t r a c e a  b a c k  t o  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 4 5 ,  when he  was a M a i l i s  d e p u ­

t y .  A b ra h a m ia n  r e p o r t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  e v e n t s ,  " a f t e r  a 

s p e e c h  i n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  i n  w h ic h  h e  [ M o s s a d e g h  1 d e n o u n c e d  h i s  

f e l l o w  members  a s  • c o r r u p t *  and  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  House a s  ' a  

den  o f  t h i e v e s * ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  d ay  t h e  whole  b a z a a r  came o u t  

on s t r i k e  i n  h i s  s u p p o r t .  ••* '  ( A b ra h a m ia n ,  1 9 6 8 ,  p .  2 0 4 ) .  

when,  i n  1 9 5 1 ,  M ossadeqh  b e c am e  P r im e  M i n i s t e r ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s

became by f a r  t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e  g ro u p  s u p p o r t i n q  him and h i s

p o l i c i e s .  To p r o v e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t ,  b a z a a r i s  i n  S e p te m b e r

1951  i s s u e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  s t a t e m e n t :

B e c a u s e  on  T h u r s d a y  t h e  2 9 t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  
q o v e r n m e n t  o f  D r .  M o ssad eq h  was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
M a i l i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  q i v e  i t s  r e p o r t  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  
o i l ,  and  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  some c o r r u p t  d e p u t i e s  by 
t h e i r  l a c k  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  q e n e r a l  a s s e m ­
b l y  o f  t h e  M a i l i s  c a u s e d  t h e  q e n e r a l  a s s e m b l y  n o t  
t o  c o n v e n e ,  we t h e  t r a d e r s ,  g u i l d s  and  m a n u f a c t u r ­
e r s  o f  T e h r a n  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v e  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  
D r .  M ossadeqh  and t o  d e c l a r e  o u r  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  
t h e  a b o v e  d e p u t i e s  h a v e  d e c i d e d '  t o  c l o s e  o u r  b u s i ­
n e s s e s  on S unday  from 7 a . m .  t o  12 n o o n .  T h i s  i s  
a q e n e r a l  s t r i k e  and  we r e q u e s t  a l l  T e h r a n  r e s i ­
d e n t s  t o  i o i n  us i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  M a i l i s  ( I t t i l -  
a a t ,  S e p te m b e r  2 9 ,  5 1 ) .

■ I n  J u n e  1 9 5 2 ,  when M o ssad eq h  came back  f ro m  E u r o p e  w h e r e  

he had s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f e n d e d  t h e  I r a n i a n  c a s e  c o n c e r n i n q  t h e  

o i l  i s s u e  i n  t h e  Haque C o u r t ,  62 b a z a a r i s ,  and t h e  o n l y  

n o n - o f f i c i a l  q r o u p  o f  t h i s  s i z e ,  v i s i t e d  him a t  h i s  home 

and  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  him ( I t t i l a a t :  J u n e  2 9 ,  5 2 ) .

The b a z a a r i s *  ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t r a d e r s  and  b a z a a r  b o u r ­

g e o i s i e )  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  M ossad eq h  was s o  

s t r o n q  t h a t  when t h e  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  M a i l i s ,  A y a t o l l a h  K a s h a -
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n i , and  t h e  M a i l i s  r e j e c t e d  M o s s a d e q h ' s  demand f o r  one 

y e a r ' s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p o w e r s ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  c l o s e d  t h e i r  

s h o p s .  As t h e  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  I t t i l a a t  r e p o r t e d ,  t h e  ba ­

z a a r i s  w en t  t o  A y a t o l l a h  K a s h a n i ' s  h o u s e  t o  a s k  him t o  r e c ­

o n c i l e  h i s  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  M o s s a d e q h .  K a s h a n i  i n  t h a t  

m e e t i n q  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  was a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  M ossadeqh  and 

h i s  p u r p o s e  i n  o p p o s i n q  M ossadeqh  i n  t h e  M a j l i s  h ad  b e e n  t o  

p r e s e r v e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  Now, K a s h a n i  c o n t i n u e d ,  " i n  o r ­

d e r  t o  b l o c k  a n y  a b u s e  o f  my s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  M a j l i s  by t h e  

e n e m i e s  o f  I r a n  t o n i q h t  X w i l l  s e n d  a  m e s s a q e  by t h e  r a d i o  

a n a  n e w s p a p e r s  r e i t e r a t i n q  my s u p p o r t  f o r  M o s s a d e q h . "  F o l ­

l o w i n q  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h e  b a z a a r i s  i s s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  

which  r e a d :  " T h e  b a z a a r i s  w i l l  c a l l  a q e n e r a l  s t r i k e  f ro m

T u e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  n i n e t e e n t h ,  u n t i l  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

M o s s a d e q h ' s  demand f o r  o n e  y e a r ' s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  power i s  

m e t "  ( I t t i l a a t ,  J a n ,  1 9 ,  5 3 ) .

B a z a a r i s  n o t  o n l y  s u p p o r t e d  M ossadeqh  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  b u t  

a l s o  e c o n o m i c a l l y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  w ay .  One r e s u l t  o f  M oss-  

a d e a h ' s  o i l  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  was t h e  W e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s '  e c o ­

nom ic  s a n c t i o n s  a q a i n s t  I r a n  by which  I r a n  c o u l d  n o t  e x p o r t  

h e r  o i l .  T h i s  p u t  I r a n  i n  a  v u l n e r a b l e  p o s i t i o n  and Moss­

a d eg h  a p p e a l e d  t o  a l l  I r a n i a n  p e o p l e  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p .  

B a z a a r i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i t h  t h e i r  w e a l t h  made t h e  m o s t  c o n t r i -  

n u t i o n s .  T h i r t y - f o u r  b a z a a r i s  whose  names a p p e a r e d  i n  I t t i ­

l a a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  b e tw e e n  $700 and  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  ( 5 0 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

r i a l s )  ( I t t i l a a t ,  March 1 9 5 1 ) .
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I n  q e n e r a l ,  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

a l f a i r s  an d  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a s s e s  d e c l i n e d  i n  c o m p a r i ­

son  t o  t h e  m ovem en ts  o f  1891  and  1 9 0 5 - 1 1 ,  b o t h  b e c a u s e  of  

t h e  w e a k e n i n g  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c l e r q y  and b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

l o s s  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s .  I t  was  f o r  t h e s e  r e a ­

s o n s  t h a t  t h e  b a z a a r  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e  was n o t  a s  s t r o n q  a s  

b e f o r e  ( p r i o r  t o  Reza S h a h ' s  r u l e ) .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  b a z a a r  

i n d e p e n d e n t  b o u r q e o i s i e  becam e M o s s a d e q h ' s  l e a d i n g  s u p p o r t ­

e r s  and w e r e  t h e  a v a n t - q a r d e  o f  t h e  m o v em en t .

6 . 3  S&LIQXQUS N&IlQfclAkISM

K e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m  b e q a n  t o  grow a g a i n  when Reza Shah 

a b d i c a t e d  i n  1 9 4 1 .  I t  becam e i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o w e r f u l  a f t e r  

1953 a s  a  r e s u l t  o f ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e c u l a r  po­

l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  by t h e  Mo­

hammed R e z a  S h a h ' s  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  and  s e c o n d ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

r o l e  of  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  and  i m p e r i a l i s m  i n  d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  

econom y.

I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  M ossad eq h  and  d i s i n ­

t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  s e v e r e l y  damaqed t h e  b a ­

z a a r i s '  c h a n n e l  o f  s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n .  F o r  i n ­

s t a n c e ,  t h e  Tudeh P a r t y ,  w hich  was o n e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  

o p p o s i t i o n a l  f a c t i o n s  and which  had  s t a r t e d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y  i n  1 9 4 1 ,  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  Shah s e r i ­

o u s l y  a f t e r  M o s s a d e q h ' s  f a l l .  They h o p e d ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  J a -  

z a n i ,  t o  s t a r t  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  a q a i n  i n  t h e  n e a r
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f u t u r e .  The Tudeh P a r t y  had  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and  w o r k e r s ,  and  had more  u n d e r g r o u n d  e x p e r i ­

e n c e  and was more  h i g h l y  c e n t r a l i z e d  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  

i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e y  had  m ore  members 

and c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  more  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  ( J a -  

z a n i ,  i y 7 8 ) •

J a z a n i  a l s o  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  1953  coup  w as  a 

more  o b v i o u s  d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  and  M o s s a d e g h ' s  

s u p p o r t e r s  t h a n  f o r  t h e  Tudeh P a r t y .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  Moss­

a d e q h  a n a  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  h ad  h e l d  q o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c e s  b e f o r e  

t h e  coup ,  and  t h u s  h a d  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  a l l  t h e  m eans  o f

c o m m u n ic a t io n  which  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  p r o p a q a n d a

p u r p o s e s .  A f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  d u e  t o  t h e  S h a h ' s  p r e s s u r e ,  t h e  

h o u s e  a r r e s t  o f  M o s s a d e q h ,  a n d  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  o f  o t h e r  Na­

t i o n a l  F r o n t  l e a d e r s ,  t h e y  l o s t  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e s  

( J a z a n i ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p .  2 5 ) .

A f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  t h e  S h a h ,  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  em e rg ed  much s t r o n g e r  t h a n  

b e f o r e .  H i s  f i r s t  a t t a c k  was on t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t .  I n  

19 54 he e x e c u t e d  F a t e m i ,  t h e  s e c o n d  s t r o n q e s t  man i n  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  a f t e r  M ossadeqh  a n d  i m p r i s o n e d  B a z a r q a n  and 

Z a n i a n i .  I t  q o e s  w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and 

t h e  M a i l i s ,  t h e  o n l y  s t r o n q h o l d s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  w ere  

u n d e r m in e d  and t h e  o l d  f a m i l i a r  a b s o l u t i s m  was e n c r o a c h i n g  

on t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  Under  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

a n d  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  SAVAK i n  1 9 5 7 ,  t h e r e  seem ed t o
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be l i t t l e  h o p e  amcnq t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  com eback  o f  t h e

N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  and s l i m  c h a n c e  f o r  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a -

t i o n s  t o  s u r v i v e .  The p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  I r a n  a f t e r

M ossadeqh  i s  s u m m a r iz e d  by H a l l i d a y :

S i n c e  1953  t h e  Shah  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  
t h e  s t a t e ' s  power t h r o u q h o u t  I r a n .  A l l  l e q a l  and  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r e e d o m s  w e re  a b o r t e d  and  w i t h i n  a 
few m on ths  t h e  main c e n t e r s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  h ad  b een  
c r u s h e d .  F o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  1 9 5 3 ,  t h e  r e q i m e  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  on r e s t o r i n q  i t s  p o s i t i o n  ( H a l l i d a y ,
1 9 7 9 ,  p .  2 6 ) .

n i t e r  t h e  1953 coup t h e  T ude h  P a r t y  and  o t h e r  s u c h  commu­

n i s t - o r i e n t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e re  r e n d e r e d  i n e f f e c t i v e  a s  

t h e y  w ere  e i t h e r  i n f  I t r a t e d  by SAVAK, o r  t h e  members  w ere  

b o u a n t  o i f .  O t h e r w i s e  t h e  q u e r r i l l a  q r o u p s  l i k e  M u ja h e e d i n  

and  F a d a e y a n  w e re  r u t h l e s s l y  c r u s h e d  by t h e  r e g i m e .

Thus t h e r e  was n o  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  t o  a b s o r b  t h e  

u n s a t i s f i e d ,  e x p l o i t e d  and  o p p o s i t i o n a l  q r o u p s  an d  c l a s s e s  

l i k e  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  s t u d e n t s ,  wage w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s  

and  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  l i k e  t h e  b a z a a r i s .  The r e q i m e ,  how­

e v e r ,  t o o k  s h o r t  t e r m  m e a s u r e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  m o s t  o f  t h e  

a b o v e  q r o u p s .  I t s  s t r a t e q y  w i t h  q r o u p s  a n d  c l a s s e s  o t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  b a z a a r i s  was t o  make s e p a r a t e  d e a l s  w i t h  e a c h  o f  

t h e m .  To t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  o f f e r e d  o p p o r t u ­

n i t i e s  f o r  q o v e r n m e n t  em p lo y m e n t  and  h i g h  s a l a r i e s  ( c o o p t a ­

t i o n ) .  To s t u d e n t s  i t  o f f e r e d  m o n t h l y  s t i p e n d s  f o r  l i v i n q  

e x p e n s e s  ( i n  r e t u r n  f o r  two y e a r s  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t )  

and  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  l o a n s .  To w o r k e r s  i t  o f f e r e d  a  s h a r e  

o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  p r o f i t s ,  h i g h e r  w a q e s ,  b o n u s e s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n
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t h e  l a r g e  f a c t o r i e s )  .  T h i s  law was o n e  o f  t h e  s i x  l a w s  of

t h e  W h i te  R e v o l u t i o n .  P e a s a n t s  w e re  o f f e r e d  t h e  l a n d  d i s ­

t r i b u t i o n  l a w  o f  1 9 6 3 .

Not o n l y  d i d  t h e  r e q i m e  n o t  o f f e r  any d e a l  t o  t h e  b a ­

z a a r i s ,  b u t  i t  c o m p e te d  w i t h  them ( s e e  C h a p t e r  T h ree )  i n  

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a d e  and  o t h e r  a r e a s .  The r e q i m e  

d i r e c t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  them w i t h  t h e  a n t i - p r o f i t e e r i n q  c a m p a iq n  

and a l s o  v a r i o u s  P l a n s  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

b a z a a r .  K e d d i e  s u m m a r i z e s  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t * s  a c t i o n s  a q a i n s t  

t h e  b a z a a r i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

O ver  t h e  y e a r s  t h e  P a h l a v i s  t r i e d  t o  r e d u c e  b a z a a r  
p o w er  by b u i l d i n q  new s t r e e t s ,  s h o p s ,  s c h o o l s ,  
and i n s t i t u t i o n s  away f ro m  i t ;  by i m p o s i n q  q r i d
p a t t e r n s  t o  b a z a a r  s t r e e t s ,  by c o n t r o l l i n q  d i s t r i ­
b u t i o n ,  an d  by c a m p a iq n s  a q a i n s t  ' p r o f i t e e r s , 1*
c h i e f l y  b a z a a r i s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r e a l l y  r i c h ,  and 
by r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  c h e a p  c r e d i t  t o  b a z a a r i s .  A l ­
t h o u g h  m a j o r  s h i f t  i n  e c o n o m ic  power  t o  t h e  mod­
e r n  s e c t i o n  o c c u r r e d ,  b a z a a r i s  w e r e  n e i t h e r  cowed 
n o r  r e d u c e d  i n  number  ( K e d d ie ,  1 9 6 1 ,  p .  2 4 6 ) .

L o s i n g  a l l  t h e  means f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  and b e i n q  

u n d e r m in e d  by t h e  r e q i m e ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  b e q a n  s e r i o u s l y  t o  

o u i l d  up t h e i r  o l d  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  c l e r q y .

6 . 4  THE B&ZME &LLI&8QS »IXH i m  £I£RGY

U n t i l  h i s  e x i l e  i n  O c t o b e r  1 9 6 3 ,  K h o m ein i  made f i e r y  

s p e e c h e s  i n  Qum a q a i n s t  t h e  Shah and  h i s  a r b i t r a r y  r u l e  and 

a q a i n s t  A m e r i c a n  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  an d  t h e s e  s p e e c h e s  q a i n e d  

him e n o rm o u s  p o p u l a r i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  amonq t h e  b a z a a r i s .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  T e h ra n  b a z a a r  was o n e  o f  t h e  m os t
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i m p o r t a n t  c e n t e r s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  was d r a m a t i z e d  w i t h  a 

c l o s e - d o w n .  But i t  was a l s o  t h e  p l a c e  w h e re  m o s t  o f  t h e  

s t r e e t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  to o k  p l a c e  and  from w hich  many p r o ­

c e s s i o n s  b e q a n .  I t  was i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  some 

a c c o u n t s ,  t h o u s a n d s  (one e s t i m a t e  was 1 5 , 0 0 0 )  o f  p e o p l e  w e re  

k i l l e d  i n  v a r i o u s  c l a s h e s  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  an d  army i n  T e h r a n  

i n  1 9 6 3 .3 3

T h e ' o p p o s i t i o n  was d e f e a t e d  an d  t h e  S h a h ,  a s s u r e d  a q a i n  

o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  U .S .  q o v e r n m e n t ,  s h a r p e n e d  h i s  a t t a c k  

i n  o r d e r  t o  u p r o o t  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e .  I n  r e q a r d  t o  t h e  r e l i q -  

i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  c r a c k d o w n  s t a r t e d  w i th  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  

r e f o r m  o f  1 9 6 4 ,  i n  w hich  t h e  Endowment D e p a r t m e n t ,  f o r m e r l y  

p a r t  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  C u l t u r e ,  was made i n d e p e n d e n t ,  

w h i l e  t h i s  r e f o r m  made i t  e a s i e r  a n d  more  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  

q o v e r n m e n t  t o  l i m i t  t h e  c l e r q y ' s  p o w e r ,  o n e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n -  

s e u q u e n c e  o f  i t  was a  c l o s e r  c l e r q y - b a z a a r i  a l l i a n c e .  The 

m ech an ism  was a s  f o l l o w s .

33 Some I r a n i a n  e x p e r t s  l i k e  B.  R u b i n ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e n t s  
o f  1963 w e re  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l a n d  r e f o r m s  " l a n d  r e ­
form d e g r e e s  s e t  o f f  l a r g e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  l e d  by Musl im 
c l e r i c s ,  i n c l u d i n q  R u h a l l a h  K h o m e in i "  ( R u b i n ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  
1 0 9 ) •  H ow ever ,  Lambton i n  h e r  e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  an d  r e ­
s e a r c h  on t h e  l a n d  r e f o r m  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  " m e a n w h i l e  d i s ­
c o n t e n t  p r e v a i l e d  amonq t h e  r e l i q i o u s  c l a s s e s  an d  o t h e r s .  
Land r e f o r m  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  c a u s e ,  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e  
was a f e e l i n q ,  - j u s t i f i e d  o r  n o t ,  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  a r b i ­
t r a r y  power  by t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  had e x c e e d e d  a l l  r e a s o n a b l e  
b o u n d s "  (Lam bton ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  1 1 2 ) .
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With t h e  r e f o r m ,  t h e  endowment  p r o p e r t i e s  w e re  a p p r o p r i ­

a t e d  and some were  s o l d  t o  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  o r  p e o p l e  c l o s e  t o  

t h e  r e q im e *  I n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  Azmun, t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Endow­

ment  O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  a c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  S h a h ,  a p p r o ­

p r i a t e d  more t h a n  30 m i l l i o n  s q u a r e  m e t e r s 3 * (3000 h e c t a r e s )  

o f  waqf l a n d  i n  T e h r a n  and i t s  v i c i n i t y .  T h e s e  l a n d s  w ere  

s o l d  t o  v a r i o u s  p e o p l e  a n d  a q e n c i e s  i n c l u d i n q  t h e  f am o u s

c o u r t  s i n q e r ,  H aydah ,  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  I m p e r i a l  C o u r t ,  t h e  

p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  o f  E m p re s s  F a r a h ,  t h e  L i o n s  C l u b ,  Army com­

m a n d e r s ,  and q e n e r a l s  ( s e e  A k h a v a ,  p p :  1 3 2 - 1 3 4 ) .

I n  a u d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  endow m ent  p r o p e r t i e s  

a n a  t h e i r  r e v e n u e s ,  t h e  r e q i m e  f rom  1964 on b e c a m e  i n c r e a s -  

i n q l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a l l o c a t i n q  t o  i t s e l f  t h e  r e v e n u e s  f rom  

a w q a f .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  m u t a v a l l i  (a  m u t a v a l l i  i s  an  a d ­

m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  s h r i n e  an d  endowment  l a n d s )  o f  t h e  s h r i n e  i n  

Qura, who was a p p o i n t e d  i n  1966 by t h e  S h a h ,  e m b e z z l e d  w i t h  

two o f  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  a b o u t  $500 t h o u s a n d  i n  o n e  y e a r  i n  t h e  

name o f  s a l a r i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e y  w ere  e n q a q e d  i n  t h e

p r a c t i c e  o f  s e l l i n q  t h e  endowed p r o p e r t i e s  a d l a c e n t  t o  t h e

s h r i n e  t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s ,  q o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  and SAVAK 

a q e n t s  i n  Qum ( A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  1 3 4 ) .  B e tw e e n  1974 and

1975  a t  t h e  S h ah * s  o r d e r ,  some l a n d  w o r th  $ 1 7 6 , 4 7 0  i n  Qum

3* T h i s  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  o f  a b o u t  1 6 , 0 0 0  h e c t a r e s  o f  
r e a l  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  v a q f  l a n d  i n  t h e  w h o le  c o u n t r y .  The 
1 6 ,0 0 0  he h e c t a r  f i q u r e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  a c c o r d i n q  t o  1964 
s t a t i s t i c s ,  b u t  t h e  f i q u r e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  q o n e  u p ,  c o n -  
s i d e r i n q  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o n s t a n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  
vaq f  l a n d s  ( A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  1 3 3 ) .
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was s o l d  by t h e  m u t a v a l l i  an d  t h e  money i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e

Cement Company o f  F a r s  and  K h u z e s t a n  which b e l o n q e d  to  him

( F i s h e r ,  1 9 8 b ,  p .  1 1 5 ) .

The o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  c l e r q y * s  r e v e n u e ,

a c c o r d i n q  t o  F i s h e r ,  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  and  7 0 s :

was t h a t  ( u n l i k e  u n d e r  t h e  S a f a v i d s  and  Q a j a r )  
h i g h  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w ere  no l o n q e r  m ak in q  
s i q n i f i c a n t  end o w m en ts  f o r  r e l i q i o u s  p u r p o s e s  o r  
p u t t i n q  u n d e r  r e l i q i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s u c h  endow ­
m e n ts  a s  e x i s t e d  ( F i s h e r ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  1 1 7 ) •

A l l  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  d i m i n i s h e d  t h e  c l e r q y * s  r e v e n u e s ,  

p r o p e r t i e s ,  and  s u b s i d i e s  t o  m a d r a s a h s .  In  v iew  o f  t h i s  and 

t h e  r e q i m e ' s  a n t i - K h o m e i n i ,  c a m p a i q n ,  b a z a a r i s  t h e m s e l v e s  u n ­

d e r  t h e  r e q e i m e ’ s  a t t a c k  ( a s  shown i n  C h a p t e r  I I I ) ,  i n ­

c r e a s e d  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c l e r q y  a n d  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  a  c l o s e r  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  them  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h

K h o m e in i .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  Endowment O r g a n i z a -

t i o n  t i q h t e n i n q  i t s  a l l o c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  M a d r a s a h s ,  khoms and 

sahme Imam w h ich  w e r e  p a i d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c l e r q y  by an  i n ­

c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  b a z a a r i s ,  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  

s u b s i d i z i n q  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  and  p r e v e n t i n q  t h e i r  

t o t a l  c o l l a p s e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  1975 f u n d s  d i s t r i b u t e d  by 

A y a t o l l a h s  t o  Cum s t u d e n t s  f ro m  sahme Imam a v e r a g e d  f i v e

t i m e s  more t h a n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  m o n th ly  s t i p e n d  i n  1 9 7 2 - 7 3  

(1467 r i a l s  t o  228 r i a l s )  ( A k h a v i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  1 4 1 ) .

I n  sum,  t h e  r e q i m e ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  c l e r q y  w h ic h  p a r t ­

l y  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  c l e r q y ' s  f i n a n c i a l
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r e s o u r c e s  and  t h e  b a n n i n q  o f  s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a -  

l i e n s ,  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  c l o s e  b a z a a r - c l e r o y  a l l i a n c e .  T h i s  

a l l i a n c e ,  w h ic h  r e m i n d s  o n e  o f  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  e v e n t s ,  

was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  s t r u q q l e  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  Bank S a d e r a t ,  

known a s  t h e  b a z a a r i s *  f r i e n d ,  f rom f a l l i n q  u n d e r  t h e  c o n ­

t r o l  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  S h a h ’ s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  H o z h a b r  Y a z d a n i .

On t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  u le m a ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s

o r q a n i z e d  a c a m p a iq n  o f  s u s t a i n e d  w i t h d r a w a l s ,  
l 'he c a m p a iq n  was so  e f f e c t i v e  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l
b a n k ,  bank  M a r k a z i ,  was o b l i g e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  and
Y a z d a n i — r e p o r t e d l y  on t h e  S h a h ' s  o r d e r — s o l d  o u t  
n i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  S a d e r a t .  (G raham ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  223)

The a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s  and t h e  c l e r q y  c a n  b e s t  be 

s e e n  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

19 7 0 s .

6 .5  aEMUBIQH QF EBBSUaai 1979

The 1979 R e v o l u t i o n  w ould  n o t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  i n  i t s  r e l i q ­

i o u s  fo rm  w i t h o u t  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  q r a s s  r o o t  o r q a n i z a t i o n s .  

The two m ost  i m p o r t a n t  o f  them were  r e l i q i o u s  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  

and  m o s q u e s .

BeligiQijs aad Islamic Assasiatiens

R e l i q i o u s  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  w h ic h  t o o k  s h a p e  i n  1969 w e re  

r e l i q i o - p o l i t i c a l  i n  n a t u r e  and  w e re  known by t h e  name o f  

R e l i q i o u s  A s s o c i a t i o n s  (A n jo m a n h a -e  M a z h a b i ) .  The g r o w th  o f  

t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  was so  r a p i d  t h a t  i n  1974  a c c o r d i n q  t o
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o n e  e s t i m a t e  t h e r e  were  a l r e a d y  1 2 , 3 0 0  r e l i q i o u s  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n s  i n  T e h ra n  a l o n e  ( A r a n i ,  1 9 6 0 ,  p .  1 3 ) .  T h e s e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n s  t o q e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  I s l a m i c  A s s o c i a t i o n s  ( t h e  l a t t e r  

were  more f o r m a l  and  had  b r a n c h e s  i n  many W e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  

i n c l u d i n q  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s )  p r o v i d e d  on e  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k s  

f o r  t h e  mass  m o b i l i z a t i o n s  o f  S e p t .  1 9 7 8 - F e b .  1 9 7 9 .  (Ghob-  

t b z a d e h ,  who became fc o re iq n  M i n i s t e r  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  of  

1 9 7 9 ,  was a c t i v e  i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  I s l a m i c  A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s . )  A l i n e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  was s e t  up b e t w e e n  

Khomeini  and t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a n d  i t  was t h r o u q h  t h e  l a t ­

t e r  t h a t  t h e  c a s s e t t e  t a p e s  and  d i r e c t i v e s  o f  K hom ein i  and 

o t h e r  r e l i q i o u s  l e a d e r s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d .  The  c a d r e  and 

p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w e a r i n q  g r e e n  a r m b a n d s ,  o r ­

g a n i z e d  t h e  mass  m a r c h e s  a n d  e n f o r c e d  d i s c i p l i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and  p r o c e s s i o n s  ( A r a n i ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  1 3 ) .

A l o n q s i d e  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h e  m osques  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t y  anci became a n o t h e r  m a i o r  o r q a n i z i n q  f o r c e .

«

Mosques

I n  1 9 7 5 ,  i u s t  a f t e r  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  t h e  new s i n q l e  p a r t y  by t h e  S h a h ,  a p a m p h l e t  by  K h o m e in i  

was s m u q q le d  i n t o  I r a n  d e n o u n c i n g  t h e  p a r t y  a s  s i m p l y  a  t o o l  

f o r  t i q h t e n i n q  t h e  S h a h ' s  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  The  c o n d e m n a t i o n  

was p r e a c h e d  by v o a z  ( p r e a c h e r s )  i n  t h e i r  m o sq u e s  t o  s u c h  an 

e x t e n t  t h a t  SAVAK " t r i e d  t o  k e e p  s y s t e m a t i c  t r a c k  o f  a l l  a k -
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hun d s  who r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  i s s u e  i n  t h e i r  p r e a c h i n q “ ( F i s h e r ,  

I 9 6 0 ,  p .  1 2 4 ) .  I n  1 9 7 6 ,  a f t e r  tht: I r a n - I r a q  h o s t i l i t i e s  

c o n c e r n i n c t  t h e  t h r e e  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f  e n d e d ,  t h e  

p i l q r i m a q e s  t o  I r a q  (where K h o m e in i  h ad  been  e x i l e d  i n  1963)  

r e su m ed  ( K e d a i e ,  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  2 4 2 ) •  T h e s e  p i l q r i m a q e s  made i t  

much e a s i e r  f o r  K h o m e i n i ’ s  t a p e s ,  p a m p h l e t s ,  and  w r i t i n q s  t o  

r e a c h  I r a n ,  and  mosaue  p r e a c h i n q  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  Shah becam e  

more f r e q u e n t .  The m o sq u e s  becam e m ore  a c t i v e  i n  a n t i - S h a h  

p r o t e s t s .  U s in q  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  p r a c t i c e  o f  c h e l e h  (a q a t h e r -  

i n q  o f  raou rn inq  f o r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  someone h a s  d i e d ) , t h e  

m osques  o r q a n i z e d  m ass  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  t o  mourn t h o s e  s l a i n  

i n  p r o t e s t s ,  and  t o  d e c l a r e  them m a r t y r s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a f ­

t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  an  a r t i c l e  d e fa ra in q  K hom ein i  ( I t t i l ­

a a t ,  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o l i c e

and  a q r o u p  p r o t e s t i n q  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  Qum. 

More t h a n  a h u n d r e d  t h e o l o q y  s t u d e n t s  i n  H o z iy e h  Qum w e r e  

K i l l e d .  S e v e r a l  c i t i e s  a n s w e r e d  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  

l e a d e r s  f o r  a com m em ora t ion  o f  t h e i r  d e a t h s  f o r t y  d a y s  l a t ­

e r .  At e a c h  o f  t h e s e  c o m m e m o ra t io n s  more p e o p l e  w ere  m a r ­

t y r e d ,  who were  i n  t u r n  m o u rn ed  f o r t y  d a y s  l a t e r  a t  o t h e r  

h u q e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  w h ich  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  

Shah ( B r u n ,  1 9 7 8 ,  p .  3 5 ) .

The m osque  a l s o  p l a y e d  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  i n  o r q a n i z -  

i n q  t h e  m a s s e s  i n  t h e  1979  r e v o l u t i o n  and  a f t e r .  At t h e  

o u t s e t ,  i t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  i n  e v e r y  n e i q h b o r h o o d  i n  

I r a n i a n  c i t i e s  t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m o sq u e ,  and  t h e r e  a r e
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m u l l a h s  e v e r y w h e r e  t n r o u q h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  e v e n  i n  r u r a l  

a r e a s  w nere  t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  m o s q u e s .  The- n u m b e rs  o f  m osques  

a n a  o f  m u l l a h s  h a v e  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  by two s c h o l ­

a r s .  I n  1 9 6 5 ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  A khav i  ( 1 9 8 0 ,  p .  1 2 9 ) ,  t h e r e  

w e re  2 0 , 0 0 0  m o sq u e s ,  1 0 , 0 0 0  m u l l a h s ,  and  100 m u i t a h i d s  i n  

I r a n .  A n o t h e r  a c c o u n t  q i v e s  t h e  num ber  o f  m osques  i n  t h e  

1 9 7 0 s  a s  6 0 , 0 0 0  ( p l u s  o v e r  1200 o t h e r  s h r i n e s )  a n d  t h e  num- 

o e r  o f  m u l l a h s  a s  1 8 0 , 0 0 0  ( H a l l i d a y ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  1 8 ) .  T h e s e  

m osuues  h e l d  p r a y e r  e v e r y  d ay  and  i n  m o s t  o f  them p r e a c h e r s  

g a v e  d a i l y  t a l k s  c o n c e r n i n q  r e l i q i o u s  a n d / o r  p o l i t i c a l  m a t ­

t e r s .

Thouqh t h e  m o sq u es  had l o n q  p l a y e o  an  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n

o r n a n i z i n q  t h e  m a s s e s  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h e y  h ad  n e v e r  b e f o r e

b e e n  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h i s  r o l e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  have  b e e n

s i n c e  1 9 7 5 .  Of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  o f  t h e  mosque i n  t h e

1 9 7 0 s ,  H a l l i d a y  d e c l a r e s :

w i t h  q r o w i n q  p o p u l a r  r e s e n t m e n t  t o  t h e  r e q i m e ' s  
s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p o l i c i e s  a f t e r  1 9 7 3 ,  t h e  
mosque fo u n d  i t s e l f  t h e  f o c u s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  
o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n  a b l e  t o  q i v e  v o i c e  t o  p o p u l a r  
d i s c o n t e n t  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  w here  e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  was p r o h i b i t e d  ( H a l l i d a y ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p .  1 8 ) .

The m o s q u e s '  e f f e c t  on t h e  s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  

t h e  p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e d  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  Mosques  

k e p t  t h e i r  p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r o l e s  a s  p o l i t i c a l  o r q a n i z a ­

t i o n s  i n  t h e  n e i q h b o r h o o d  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  a s  a 

w h o l e .  T h e se  m o s q u e s ,  w h ic h  w e r e / a r e  u s u a l l y  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

t h e  n e i q h b o r h o o d  c o m m i t t e e  ( c o m i t e ) ,  p r o v i d e d  e v e r y d a y  e c o ­

nom ic  n e c e s s i t i e s  b o t h  d u r i n q  and  a f t e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  F o r
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e x a m p l e ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e d  f o o d  d u r i n q  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  f o o d  c o u ­

p ons  d u r i n q  t h e  I r a n - I r a q  w a r ,  and t h e y  o r q a n i z e d  n e i q h b o r -  

nood s e c u r i t y  p a t r o l s *  A l l  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  s p r a n q  f rom  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  1978 when s t r i k e s  s h u t  down t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  e c o n ­

omy and t h e  army and  p o l i c e  were  d e s t r o y e d *

The R o le  o f  t h e  B a z a a r i s  i n  R e v o l u t i o n

The b a z a a r i s  w e r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  

and mosques  i n  many w ay s .  T h e y ,  t o  b e q i n  w i t h ,  w e re  t h e  

main  f u n d e r s  o f  t h e  m osques  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y *  I t  was 

w i t h  t h e i r  money a s  khoms,  and  sahme Imam t h a t  t h e  u p k e e p i n q  

o f  t h e  rnosques  was p o s s i b l e .  Many o f  t h e  r e l i q i o u s  a s o c i a -  

t i o n s '  m e e t i n q s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  b a z a a r i s .  

They made o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  R evo­

l u t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n o  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  v i c ­

t i m s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s *  They a l s o  f i n a n c e d  

s t r i k e s  by v a r i o u s  q r o u p s  a n d  s o c i a l  f o r c e s :

More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  b a z a a r  was w i l l i n q  t c  f i ­
n a n c e  t h e  s t r i k e s .  At  f i r s t  i n  May 1978 i t  was 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  and  t e a c h e r s .  Then i n  a u ­
tu m n ,  f rom  S e p t e m b e r  o n w a r d s ,  i t  h e l p e d  s u p p o r t  
l a r a e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t r i k i n q  w o r k f o r c e ,  w h e t h e r  
c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  o r  o i l  w o r k e r s  (Graham, 1 9 7 9 .  p .
2 2 3 ) .

A n o th e r  c r u c i a l  r o l e  t h e  b a z a a r i s  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  

was p r o v i d i n q  i n e x p e n s i v e  f o o d  t o  t h e  I s l a m i c  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  

l o c a l  q r o u p s  w h ich  s p r a n q  up t o  p r o v i d e  f o o d  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  

( I t t i l a a t ,  7 / 7 9 )  .
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C l e a r l y ,  t h e  b a z a a r  was many t i m e s  t h e  s c e n e  o f  p r o t e s t  

s h u td o w n s  b e tw een  1978 a n a  t h e  1979 r e v o l u t i o n .  On May 1 1 ,  

1 9 7 8 ,  t r ie  T e h ra n  b a z a a r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  b u i l d -  

i n a  up t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  S h a h ,  was o c c u p i e d  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e  by t a n k s  (Graham, 1 9 7 9 ,  p .  2 2 3 ) .  On S e p t .  4 ,

1 9 7 8 ,  a l l  t h e  b a z a a r s  t h r o u q h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  c l o s e d  down,

and  i n  l e h r a n  a l o n e ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  I t t i l a a t  ( 9 / 4 / 7 8 ) ,  3 m i l ­

l i o n  p e o p l e  m arched  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  W a rn in q s  w ere  i s s u e d  by 

t h e  q o v e r n o r s  o f  T a b r i z  and I s f a h a n ,  a s k i n q  t h e  b a z a a r i s  n o t  

t o  c l o s e  ( I t t i l a a t  9 / 1 0 / 7 8 ) •  H ow ever ,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  t h r o u q h ­

o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  u s e d  t h e  w eapon  o f  s h u t - d o w n  many t i m e s  d u r ­

i n g  S e p t e m b e r  and t h e  m o n th s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  w h ich  f o l l o w e d .

In  sum,  t h e  b a z a a r i s  w e re  t h e  m a j o r  f o r c e s  b e h i n d  t h e  

R e v o l u t i o n  by

1 .  s u c p o r t i n q  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  c l e r g y ,

m o s q u e s ,  and  t h e  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  r e l i q i o u s  n a t i o n ­

a l i s m ,  e t c .

2 .  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c l e r q y  ( w i th  khoms,  sahm e  

Imam) and  s t r i k e r s .

3 .  d i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t ,  i e . ,  c l o s i n q  down t h e  b a ­

z a a r ,  e t c .
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Chapter VII 
CONCLUSION

The i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  my t h e s i s  i n  c o n c e p t u a l  t e r m s  c a n  be 

su m m ar iz ed  a s  f o l l o w s :  The b a z a a r i s ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r

d e c l i n i n q  e c o n o m ic  and  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  b e q a n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

t h e  qover t i raen t  and  i m p e r i a l i s m .  T h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  was e f f e c ­

t i v e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere  r o o t e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  c o m m e rc e ,  b u t  t h e y  

nau  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  v i l l a q e s ,  and 

w i t h  r e l i q i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  They s u p p o r t e d  t h e  l a t t e r  f i ­

n a n c i a l l y  an d  w ere  o r t h o d o x  M u s l im .  The b a z a a r i s  w ere  more  

t h a n  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  They w e re  a s o u r c e  o f  w e l f a r e  

t h r o u q h  l o a n s ,  c h a r i t y ,  e t c . ,  f o r  n o t  o n l y  t h e  b a z a a r i s  b u t  

a l s o  t h e  p o o r .

The b a z a a r i s  p r o t e c t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  r e ­

s i s t a n c e  a q a i n s t  SA.VAK by b e i n q  a  c o h e s i v e  e n c l a v e ,  by l o y ­

a l t y ,  K i n s h i p  t i e s ,  and  t r u s t .  T h e i r  f u n c t i o n i n q  was t h e  

e q u i v a l e n t  o f  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v a n q u a r d  d r e s s e d  i n  r e l i q i o n .  

They c o n s o l i d a t e d  t h e i r  power  a q a i n s t  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

q o v e r n m e n t  w hich  was im p o se d  on I r a n .
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The 1979 h e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  w id e n e d  t h e  u n d e r l y i n q  

clc . i . s  ^ i i f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  d i f f e r e n t  q r o u p s  i n  t h e  b a z a a r .  

T h i s  p r o c e s s  b e q a n  when B a k h t i a r  t o o k  power and  became t h e  

S h a h ’ s  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  i n  1 9 7 8 .  B a k h t i a r ,  a s  an a c t i v e  mem­

b e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t ,  was s u p p o s e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a t r u e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  S h a h  b e i n q  a m onarch  who, 

a s  t h e  Shah  h i m s e l f  r e p e a t e d l y  d e c l a r e d ,  s h o u l d  r e i q n  n o t  

r u l e .  T h i s  was M o ss a d e q h ’ s  b a s i c  demand f ro m  t h e  Shah d u r -  

i n a  h i s  t e r m  a s  p r im e  m i n i s t e r  i n  1 9 5 1 - 1 9 5 3 .  T h u s ,  when t h e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t s  assum ed  p o w e r ,  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t  i t  seemed 

o f  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  b a z a a r i s  who h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  a r d e n t  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t s  and  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  M ossadeqh  i n  1953 would 

c o n f i r m  B a k h t i a r * s  p r e m i e r s h i p .  One r e a s o n  B a k h t i a r  was n o t  

c o n f i r m e d  was t h a t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  1 9 5 3 ,  when Moss­

a d e q h ,  a s  a p o w e r f u l  l e a d e r  and  p o l i t i c i a n ,  f e l t  t h a t  i t  was 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  n e q o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  

r a t h e r  y o u n q  i m p e r i a l i s t  power  o f  t h e  U .S .  (w h ich  i n  t h e  

e v e s  o f  many I r a n i a n s  was n o t  a s  d e v i l i s h  and  e x p l o i t a t i v e  

a s  t h e  B r i t i s h ) ,  i n  1979 n o t  o n l y  c o u l d  t h e y  n o t  t r u s t  

B a k h t i a r ,  b u t  t h e  U .S .  was t h e i r  f o r e m o s t  en em y .

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  c o r e  o f  B a k h t i a r ’s  s u p p o r t e r s  w e r e  t h e  m e r ­

c h a n t  b o u r q e o i s i e  ( t r a d e r s  o r  t o i j a i s )  , a n d  t h e  r e m n a n t  o f  

t h e  d e p e n d e n t  b o r u q e o i s i e .  T h e s e  f o r c e s  w ere  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o n arch y  t h a t  B a k h t ­

i a r  was s u p p o s e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e .  To t h e m  t h e  n o n - r e c o n c i l i a -  

t o r y  p o s i t i o n  o f  Khomeini  t o w a r d s  t h e  B a k h t i a r  q o v e rn m e n t
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c o u l d  r e g e n e r a t e  and  i q n i t e  a new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  e n ­

c o m p a s s i n g  a l l  e x p l o i t e d  and  o p p r e s s e d  q r o u p s  and  s o c i a l  

c l a s s e s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  many o f  whom had a l r e a d y  b een  draw n  

i n  t o  i t .  I h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  e x c e s s  m i l i t a n c y  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  

p e a s a n t s ,  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e  a n d / o r  t h e  b a z a a r i s  was  a m a j o r  

t h r e a t  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t s .

C a u q h t  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  B a k h t i a r  q o v e r n ­

ment was n o t  a b l e  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  

a b o v e  c l a s s e s  and  q r o u p s .  T h u s ,  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  i n c r e a s i n q l y  a l i a n a t e d  B a k h t i a r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  he  

a n d  t h e  r e m n a n t  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  b o u r q e o i s i e  j o i n e d  t h e i r  

p r e d e c e s s o r s  by l e a v i n q  t h e  c o u n t r y .  W ith  B a k h t i a r ' s  d e ­

f e a t ,  t h e  m onarch y  was e l i m i n a t e d  and  t h e  U . S .  l o s t  i t s  p r e ­

v i o u s l y  u n d i s p u t e d  o r i v i l e q e s  o v e r  I r a n .  The r o o t s  o f  t h e  

J . S . * s  e c o n o m ic  an d  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  s t i l l  r e ­

m ained  a l m o s t  i n t a c t .  Upon t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  

q o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a z a r q a n  was f o u n d e d .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  B a z a r -  

qan  d i d  n o t  make a n y  m a j o r  a t t e m p t s  t o  c h a n g e  i t .  On t h e  

c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  U . S . - I r a n  ar ras  s a l e  c o n t i n u e d  t h o u q h  on a 

s m a l l e r  s c a l e ,  and  q o o d s  w ere  p o u r i n g  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  l i k e  

b e f o r e  t h r o u q h  t h e  r e m a i n i n q  t r a d e r s ,  b u t  w i t h  e v e n  more  

p r o f i t  a s  an  o u tc o m e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  u p h e a v a l s .  I n  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h o u q h  n o t  i n  t o t a l  c o n ­

t r o l ,  t h r o u q h  i t s  e m b a s s y  i n  T e h r a n  was a b l e  t o  e x e r t  i n f l u ­

e n c e  on t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  I r a n .
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B a z a r q a n ,  S a n i a b i  and  o t h e r  members  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  M oss­

a d e g h  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  made s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  

s t a t u s  q u o ,  b u t  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  f ro m  t h e  s t a r t  was i n c r e a s ­

i n g l y  c h a l l e n g e d  by t h e  e v e r  m ore  p o w e r f u l  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c ­

an P a r t y ,  t h e  p a r t y  o f  t h e  ( b a z a a r )  p e t t y  b o u r q e o i s i e .  The 

P a r t y  n o t  o n l y  had i t s  own R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e s  an d  o t h ­

e r  e x e c u t i v e  an d  j u d i c i a r y  o r q a n s ;  i t  was t h e  m a j o r  p o l i t i ­

c a l  body i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The IRP was i n  pow er  and  was 

l e a d i n q  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  a h e a d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  q o a l s  

and  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  i t s  own c l a s s  b a s e ,  i n  o u t r i q h t  d i s r e q a r d  

o f  t h e  b a z a r q a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  As B a z a r q a n  h i m s e l f  p o i n t e d  

o u t ,  i n  o n e  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  h i s  q o v e r n m e n t  was Ml i k e  a  

K n i f e  w i t h o u t  t h e  b l a d e "  a n d  t h e  b l a d e  was c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e

h a n d s  o f  t h e  I R P .  B a z a r q a n  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  p r e m i e r s h i p  had

c o m p l a i n e d  r e p e a t e d l y  a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a q o v e r n m e n t  

w i t h i n  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  and had  a l w a y s  i n s i s t e n t l y  u r q e d  t h e  

d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e s  a n d  t h e  P a s d a r a n .  

B a z a r q a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  was n o t  o n l y  u n d e r  IRP p r e s s u r e  b u t  was

i n  f a c t  p r e s s e d  b e tw e e n  th em  and  t h e  f i e r c e  a t t a c k  o f  t h e

l e f t  M a r x i s t  q r o u p s .  B a n i  S a d r ' s  e l e c t i o n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  

d r o v e  h im ,  u n d e r  t h e  same p r e s s u r e s ,  t o  t h e  same d e s t i n y  a s  

o a z a r u a n .

None o f  B a z a r q a n ' s  o r  B a n i  S a d r ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  

e co n o m ic  and  p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  I r a n  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  p e t ­

t y  b o u r q e o i s i e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  b a z a a r  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  o r ­

t h o d o x y .  T h a t  was b e c a u s e  B a z a r q a n ' s  an d  B a n i  S a d r ' s  l i b e r -
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a l  and  " o p - n  m in d e d ” n a t i o n a l i s m  would h av e  made i t  

i n e v i t a b l e  f o r  I r a n  t o  r e m a i n  d e p e n d e n t .  I n  a w ord ,  t h e i r  

a s s u m p t i o n  was t h a t  I r a n  s h o u l d  move q u i c k l y  t o  e n f o r c e  e c o ­

nom ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  e v e n  i f  i t  m e a n t  t o  r e l y  on t h e  U .S .  and 

W e s te rn  n a t i o n s .  The IRP d i d  n o t  s h a r e  t h e  q o a l  o f  t h e  l i b ­

e r a l s ,  w h ich  was t o  l e a d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  r a p i d  c a p i t a l i s t  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  W e s t e r n  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n ­

t r i e s ,  on  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  w h i l e  i n s t i t u t i n q  W e s t e r n  d e m o c r a c y ,  

o o u r q e o i s  l i b e r t y ,  e t c . ,  on  t h e  o t h e r .  I n  r e q a r d  t o  t h e  

l a t t e r ,  K h o m e in i ,  i n  an  a n s w e r  t o  B a z a r q a n ,  who had  p r o ­

c l a i m e d  a t  t h e  b e q i n n i n g  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  I r a n  s h o u l d  

be c a l l e d  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c ,  s a i d  t h a t ,  " I s l a m  

i s  d e m o c r a t i c  by n a t u r e ;  t h u s  t h e r e  i s  no n e ed  t o  add  t h e  

a a i e c t i v e  d e m o c r a t i c  t o  I s l a m . "

The IHP i n t e n t i o n  was t o  l e a d  t h e  n a t i o n  t o w a r d  s m a l l -  

s c a l e  c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  and  i n  a s lo w  

p r o c e s s  o f  c a p i t a l  f o r m a t i o n .

H ow ever ,  I r a n  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  a b i l ­

i t y ,  i e . , t h e  t e c h n o l o g y ,  c a p i t a l ,  m anpow er ,  e t c . ,  t o  f o l l o w  

t h e  l i n e  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n d e p e n d e n t  f ro m  f o r e i q n  

p o w e r s .  Most  o f  w h a t  was c a l l e d  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  I r a n  c o l ­

l a p s e d  w i t h  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o f  t h e  S h a h .  Then t h e  n e a r l y  d i s ­

i n t e g r a t i n g  economy o f  t h e  p o s t - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  w h ich  

had a l r e a d y  c r e a t e d  a l a r g e  num ber  o f  u n e m p l o y e d ,  i n c r e a s e d  

i n f l a t i o n ,  an d  r a i s e d  r u r a l - u r b a n  m i q r a t i o n  became e v e n
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w orse  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  of  t h e  U .S .  an d  E u r o p e a n  e c o n o m ic  

s a n c t i o n s  a q a i n s t  I r a n .

I n c a p a b l e  o f  s o l v i n q  t h e  e c o n o m ic  p r o b l e m s  and u n w i l l i n q  

t o  r e l y  on t h e  West ( f o r  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t )  , t h e  IRP t h e n  

s u b s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  i d e a s  o f  o b e d i e n c e  t o w a r d s  a u t h o r i t y  (Kho­

m e in i )  s a c r i f i c e  a n d  h i q h  p r a i s e  f o r  m a r ty r d o m .  As Kho­

m e i n i ,  i n  many o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  r e m i n d e d  t h e  p e o p l e ,  "we d i d  

n o t  make t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  e c o n o m ic  p u r p o s e s .  We made i t  

b e c a u s e  o f  I s l a m "  (Khom ein i  s p e e c h  on t h e  R a d i o  I r a n ,  A u q u s t  

2 7 ,  1 9 6 0 ) .  I n  sum, i t  was o n l y  i n  t h i s  way t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  

c o u l d  s u r v i v e  w i t h o u t  f a l l i n q  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  d e p e n ­

d e n t  b o u r q e i o s i e  and  t h e i r  i d e o l o q u e s ,  t h e  l i b e r a l s .
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