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INTRODUCTION

The C i v i l  War i s  a s u b j e c t  t h a t  has i n t r i g u e d  

b o th  h i s t o r i a n s  and laymen. The p o l i t i c i a n s ,  g e n e r a l s  

and b a t t l e s  o f  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  have  been  c l o s e l y  ex am in ed ,  

w h i l e  numerous w h i t e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  have l e f t  t h e i r  d i ­

a r i e s ,  j o u r n a l s  and t h o u g h t s .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  l i t t l e  i s  

known a b o u t  th e  178 ,9  75 b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  who w ere  c a l l e d  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  T ro o p s .  We know more a b o u t  

t h e  b a t t l e s  t h e s e  men f o u g h t  i n  th a n  we do a b o u t  t h e  

b a c k g ro u n d s  and f e e l i n g s  o f  t h o s e  b l a c k s  who e n l i s t e d  

in  t h e  U nion  army, * Not a l l  w h i t e  o f f i c e r s  o f  b l a c k  

r e g im e n t s  b o t h e r e d  t o  keep  d i a r i e s  o r  t o  r e c o r d  t h e i r  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  M ain ly  i l l i t e r a t e ,  few b l a c k s  w ro te  l e t t e r s  

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  e x p l o i t s .  The l i t e r a t e  ones t h a t  con­

t r i b u t e d  t o  n ew sp a p e rs  made an i m p o r t a n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  

h i s t o r y ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  many o f  t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  

no l o n g e r  e x t a n t .

H i s t o r i a n s  h av e  b ee n  i n f l u e n c e d  by Thomas Went­

w o r t h  H ig g in s o n * s  j o u r n a l  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  and o b s e r ­

v a t i o n s  as  c o l o n e l  o f  a s l a v e  r e g i m e n t  r a i s e d  in  Sou th

*See f o r  ex am p le ,  W i l l i a m  W ells  Brown, The Negro 
i n  t h e  American R e b e l l i o n  (B o s to n ,  1 8 6 7 ) ;  George Washing-  
Ton W i l l i a m s , A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Negro Troops in  t h e  War o f  
t h e  R e b e l l i o n « " ' l 8 6 l - I 8 6  5“TNew—Y o rk ,  l § 8 8 j ;  Benjam in  Q u a rT e s . 
TKe Hegro lr i~t h e T T v T T W a r  ( B o s to n ,  1953) .



C a r o l i n a , 2 T h is  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t ’s a c c o u n t  o f  f u ­

g i t i v e  s l a v e s  i n  th e  army r e v e a l s  much ab o u t  t h e  b o n d s ­

man’s c h a r a c t e r  and v iews on th e  w a r ;  y e t  i t  t e l l s  us 

n o t h i n g  ab o u t  b l a c k  N o r t h e r n e r s  who made up a b o u t  tw en ty  

p e r c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  b l a c k  e n l i s t m e n t .  N o r t h e r n  b l a c k s  

d i d  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  e x h i b i t  t h e  same b e h a v i o r  t r a i t s  as 

s l a v e s .  They were  l e s s  d o c i l e  and w ere  n o t  i n c l i n e d  " t o  

p u t  on t h e  m a s k ,"  These  f r e e  men p o s s e s s e d  l e s s  o f  t h a t  

a u t o m a t i c  o b e d ie n c e  t o  w h ich  a d m ire r s  o f  s l a v e  r e g im e n ts  

c o n s t a n t l y  a l l u d e d  i n  t h e i r  r e p o r t s .  For  ex a m p le ,  D a n ie l  

Ullmann w ro te  t o  S e n a t o r  Henry W ilso n  on December 4 ,  1863,

" t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i n  m os t  r e s p e c t s  a r e  e q u a l  t o  any and
3

in  one s u p e r i o r ,  to  w i t ,  t h e i r  h a b i t  o f  s u b o r d i n a t i o n . "

B lack  r e g im e n t s  r a i s e d  i n  th e  N orth  have  b e e n  i g ­

n o r e d  by r e s e a r c h e r s  m a in ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  amounted t o  few 

i n  numbers .  A l though  n e a r l y  33 ,000 w ere  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  

q u o ta s  o f  n o r t h e r n  and  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s ,  th e  numbers r a i s e d  

i n  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s  w ere  n e g l i g i b l e .  P e n n y s lv a n ia  r e ­

c e iv e d  c r e d i t  f o r  e n l i s t i n g  8 ,612  b l a c k s ,  w h i l e  O h io ,

New York and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r a i s e d  5 ,0 9 2 ,  4 ,125  and  3 ,9 6 6 ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  These f i g u r e s  p a l e  i n  com par ison  w i t h  t h e  

24,052 c r e d i t e d  t o  L o u i s i a n a ,  o r  t h e  2 3 ,7 0 3  r a i s e d  in

2Thomas Wentworth H i g g i n s o n ,  Army L i f e  in  a B lac k  
R eg im en t ,  w i t h  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  by  Howard M um t 'orT 'Johes , 
( E a s t  L a n s in g ,  1960) .

3The War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n :  A C o m p i la t io n  o f  t h e
O f f i c i a l  EecorHs’ 757 f l i e  u n io n  and  C o n f e d e ra te  A rm ies ,  s e r

i m : -----------------------------------------------------------------------



K en tu ck y ,  and the  20 ,137  r e c r u i t e d  i n  T e n n e s s e e . 4

When th e  v a r i o u s  a r c h i t e c t s  of b l a c k  r e c r u i t ­

ment such  as Thomas H u n te r ,  James Lane, D a n i e l  U l lm an n ,  

Lorenzo Thomas and George L. S t e a m s  sp o k e  o f  t h e  

*'noble e x p e r i m e n t ” o f  p u t t i n g  b l a c k s  i n t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

as  f i g h t i n g  men, th ey  were  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s l a v e  and 

n o t  t o  t h e  N o r th e rn  f r e e  b l a c k .  U n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  h i s ­

t o r i a n s  h av e  d e v o te d  much r e s e a r c h  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s l a v e  

r e c r u i t m e n t ,  s i n c e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  h a d  

b e e n  u n f r e e . 5  Dudley C orn ish  has c o n t r i b u t e d  much t o  

o u r  knowledge o f  t h e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r  i n  g e n e r a l . ^  What 

i s  n ee d ed  now i s  a com ple te  e x a m in a t io n  o f  N o r t h e r n  b l a c k s  

who e n l i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  Union Army. I hope t h a t  t h i s  a c c o u n t  

o f  the  New York r e g im e n ts  w i l l  p rove  to  b e  a u s e f u l  s t a r t  i n  

t h a t  e f f o r t .  S u r p r i s i n g l y  t h e r e  has  n o t  b e e n  a s t u d y  o f  

t h e  t h r e e  r e g im e n t s  c r e d i t e d  to  t h e  Empire S t a t e  known as  

t h e  T w e n t i e t h ,  T w e n ty - s ix th  and T h i r t y - f i r s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

4I b i d . , s e r  3 ,  I v ,  1270.

^See f o r  exam ple ,  John  W. B la s s  in g am e ,  ” The Re­
c r u i t m e n t  o f  C o lo re d  Troops i n  K en tucky ,  M a ry la n d ,  and  
M i s s o u r i ,  186 3 - 1 8 6 5 . ” H i s t o r i a n . XXIX, 4 (A u g u s t ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  
5*33-545; R i c h a r d  H. A b b o t t ,  ’'M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and t h e  Re­
c r u i t m e n t  o f  S o u th e rn  N e g ro e s ,  1 8 6 3 -1 8 6 5 ,” C i v i l  War 
H i s t o r y . XIV, 3 (S e p te m b e r ,  1868) ,  197 -210 ;  A l b e r t  
Cowdrey, " S l a v e  i n t o  s o l d i e r :  The E n l i s t m e n t  b y  t h e
N orth  o f  Runaway S l a v e s , "  H i s t o r y  Today. XX, 10 ( O c t o b e r ,  
19 7 0 ) ,  7 04 -715 .  -- ------------------

^Dudley Cornish, The Sable Arm: Negro Troops
in  the Union Army. 1861- 1565 (jJew Korlc, 19 5 6 ) .



C o lo re d  T ro o p s .  Among N o r t h e r n  s t a t e s ,  New York’ s 

49 ,005 b l a c k s  w ere  n e a r l y  tw ic e  t h a t  o f  th e  b l a c k  

p o p u l a t i o n  in  New E n g lan d ,  and second  on ly  t o  Penn­

s y l v a n i a ’s 5 6 ,9 4 9 .  The r e g im e n ts  w ere  n o t  r a i s e d  

u n t i l  1864 ,  a y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  L in co ln  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

s a n c t i o n e d  t h e  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  N egroes ,  A lthough t h e  

men w ere  g e n e r a l l y  l o y a l ,  t h e y  were a l s o  q u i t e  o r ­

d i n a r y  and d i d  n o t  h av e  any medal o f  h o n o r  w in n e r s  

i n  t h e i r  r a n k s  o r  p e r fo rm e d  any h e r o i c  deeds long  

t o  b e  remembered  in  t h e  a n n a l s  o f  m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y .

In  t h a t  r e s p e c t  th ey  w ere  t o t a l l y  u n l i k e  t h e  54 th  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C o lo re d  V o lu n te e r s  t h a t  a c h i e v e d  e v e r ­

l a s t i n g  fame i n  i t s  h e r o i c  a s s a u l t  o f  F o r th  Wagner
4"“

on M o r r i s  I s l a n d ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a .

The 2 6 th  Regiment h a s  been c o m p le t e ly  i g n o r e d  

i n  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  a c c o u n t s ,  w h i l e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  

3 1 s t  h a v e  b e e n  l i m i t e d  to  i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  t h e  Union 

d e f e a t  a t  t h e  Mine E x p lo s io n  b e f o r e  P e t e r s b u r g  on J u l y  

30 ,  1864. The 20 th  Regiment has  r e c e i v e d  more a t t e n t i o n ,  

b u t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  l i m i t e d  t o  th e  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  

r a i s i n g  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s  i n  key  N o r th e rn  s t a t e s .  H o r a t i o  

Seym our,  D e m o c ra t i c  G overnor  o f  New York ,  r e f u s e d  t o  

a u t h o r i z e  t h e  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  b l a c k s  a t  a t im e  when New York



5

c i t i z e n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  f o r e i g n  e l e m e n t ,  was h a r d  

h i t  by t h e  d r a f t .  T h is  book w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  Seymour 's  

s t u b b o m e s s  on b o t h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and r a c i a l  g ro u n d s ;  

i t  w i l l  a l s o  examine t h e  p r e s s u r e  g roups  com bating  th e  

g o v e rn o r  o v e r  th e  i s s u e  o f  b l a c k  v o l u n t e e r i n g  i n  the  

Empire S t a t e .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  a l s o  examine the  

o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  men i n  com par ison  w i t h  t h a t  o f  w h i te  

and o t h e r  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s .

S e v e r a l  r e c e n t  works ab o u t  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  have 

t a k e n  t h e  v i e w p o i n t  t h a t  t h e y  were  l e s s  i n c l i n e d  to  

i n d u l g e  i n  v i c e s  and  w e r e  b e t t e r  d i s c i p l i n e d  th a n  w h i t e s .  

S i m i l a r i l y  i t  has  been  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  Germans in  the  Union 

army r a n k e d  h ig h  i n  " a m e n a b i l i t y  t o  d i s c i p l i n e . 1,7 The 

v a l i d i t y  o f  t h a t  t h e s i s  as i t  p e r t a i n s  t o  b l a c k s  as w e l l  

as t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  b l a c k  d e s e r t i o n  i s  open to  q u e s t i o n .

How d id  b l a c k s  compare t o  w h i t e s  as  d e s e r t e r s ?  Did 

b o t h  r a c e s  d e s e r t  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n s ?  T h is  i s  s i g n i ­

f i c a n t  s i n c e  r a c i s t s  h a v e  o f t e n  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  

o f  b l a c k s  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  on th e  a l l e g e d  g round  t h a t

7Q u a r l e s ,  The N egro  i n  th e  C i v i l  War; Bruce C a t t o n ,  
A S t i l l n e s s  a t  Appom attox  (Garden C i t y ,  New Y ork ,  1 954) ;  
T a c k  D. P o n e r ,  B la c k s  a n ?  t h e  M i l i t a r y  i n  American H i s t o r y  
(New York ,  1 9 7 4 ) ;  i l l i a  t o n n ,  F o r e i g n e r s  m  th e  tJnTon Army 
and  Navy (B a to n  Rouge, 1 9 5 1 ) ,  6 49.
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t h e y  w ou ld  d e s e r t .  A lthough b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  f o u g h t  in  

a number o f  b a t t l e s  and s h e d  t h e i r  b l o o d ,  many l i k e  

th e  r e g im e n t s  under  s t u d y ,  s p e n t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  

t im e  i n  f a t i g u e  and g a r r i s o n  d u t y .  Ullmann n o t e d  in  

L o u i s i a n a  t h a t  "months have  p a s s e d  a t  t im e s  w i t h o u t  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  any d r i l l  a t  a l l . " ®

The C i v i l  War s t a r t e d  o u t  as a w a r  o v e r  th e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  Union and  en d e d  up d e s t r o y i n g  

s l a v e r y .  Did the  c o n f l i c t  h e l p  t o  e n l i g h t e n  w h i t e  

New Y orke rs  to  th e  need  o f  rem oving  r a c i a l  b a r r i e r s  in  

em ploym ent ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  s u f f r a g e  and  o t h e r  a r e a s ?

E x c lu d in g  r a c i s m ,  b l a c k s  and  w h i t e s  s h a r e d  s i m i l a r  

p ro b lem s  o f  i n a d e q u a te  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  s h e l t e r ,  p o o r  o r  

o u t d a t e d  eq u ip m en t ,  s a l a r y  a r r e a r s  and  e x c e s s i v e  m arch ­

i n g .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  b l a c k s  s u f f e r e d  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  t im e ,  w h i l e  some w h i t e s  w ere  

c o n f r o n t e d  w i th  t h e s e  p ro b lem s  o n l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  

o f  t h e  w a r .  This  s t u d y  w i l l  f o c u s  on t h e s e  p ro b le m s  as 

th ey  a f f e c t e d  t h e  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s  r a i s e d  i n  New York. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  r a c i s m  c o n f r o n t i n g  th e m ,  b l a c k  t r o o p s  p e r ­

s e v e r e d  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  Union and t o  

d e s t r o y  s l a v e r y .  They n o t  o n ly  p r o v e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n  

t h a t  t h e y  co u ld  h a n d le  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a

8War o f  th e  R e b e l l i o n ,  s e r  3 ,  I I I ,  1126.



s o l d i e r ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  men w o r th y  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  

o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .
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s o l d i e r ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  men w orthy  o f  th e  r i g h t s  

o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .



CHAPTER I

NEW YORK'S BLACK COMMUNITY, 1860-1863

A fro -A m e r ic a n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  1 .31  o f  New York 

S t a t e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1860. The 49 ,005  b l a c k s  were 

m ain ly  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in  t h e  New York C i t y  a r e a  w i th  

12,574 i n  M a n h a t t a n ,  4 ,999 i n  B r o o k ly n ,  3 ,387  in  

Queens,  2 ,270  in  W e s t c h e s t e r  and 1 ,798  i n  S u f f o l k .

An a d d i t i o n a l  6 ,6 0 1  were s c a t t e r e d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  up-
\  ■.

s t a t e  c o u n t i e s  o f  C o lu m b ia ,  D u t c h e s s ,  Orange and 

R e n s s a l a e r .  The o t h e r  17 ,376  w ere  w i d e l y  d i s p e r s e d  

in  th e  s m a l l  h a m l e t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e . *

As a s m a l l  b u t  v i s i b l e  m i n o r i t y ,  t h e y  f a c e d  

many i s s u e s  t h a t  made l i f e  d i f f i c u l t .  C h ie f  among 

them was th e  l a c k  o f  job  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  s e g r e g a t e d  

s c h o o l s  and p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  d e n i a l  o f  s u f f r a g e ,  

and t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  F e d e r a l  and S t a t e  governm ents  

to  a c c e p t  them as v o l u n t e e r s  t o  c r u s h  t h e  s l a v e h o l d e r s '  

r e b e l l i o n .

A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War m ost  b l a c k s  h e l d  Abraham 

L in c o ln  in  h i g h  e s t e e m ,  i f  n o t  r e v e r e n c e ,  y e t  i n  1860 

he was an unknown f a c t o r  t o  many b l a c k s .  They d i d  n o t  

know i f  he t r u l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  o r  n o t .

^ U n i te d  S t a t e s  C e n s u s . . . 8 t h  C e n s u s ,  1860, 328.
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Most were  n o t  as  f o r t h r i g h t  as  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la s s ,  who 

w ro t e  t o  G e r r i t  Smith  on J u l y  2 ,  1860 ,  " I  c a n ' t  s u p ­

p o r t  L i n c o l n - b u t  w h e th e r  t h e r e  i s  l i f e  enough in  t h e  

A b o l i t i o n i s t s  t o  have a c a n d i d a t e  I c a n n o t  s a y . " ^

D o u g la s s ,  who a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t e d  a r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t  

p rog ram ,  was d ism ayed by  L i n c o l n ' s  v i c t o r y .  The fo rm e r  

s l a v e  n o te d  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  d i d  n o t  have t o  f e a r  d i s ­

u n i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  H ones t  A b e 's  e l e c t i o n .  "He and h i s  

p a r t y , "  D ouglass  w r o t e ,  " w i l l  become th e  b e s t  p r o t e c ­

t o r s  o f  s l a v e r y  where  i t  now i s . . . , "  S o u th e r n  f i r e  

e a t e r s  b e l i e v e d  L in c o l n  t o  b e  an a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  b u t  

Douglass  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  and th e  

R e p u b l ic a n  p a r t y  would s c a t t e r  " t o  t h e  w inds  Cthe a s „ 

sum pt ion )  as f a l s e  and g r o u n d l e s s . " ^

Even i f  t h e r e  w ere  many b l a c k s  who, l i k e  George
m m

A. Johnson  o f  I t h i c a ,  " r e j o i c e / ^ /  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  

L i n c o l n , "  few rem a in ed  a r d e n t  s u p p o r t e r s  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  

t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s  c o n t a i n e d  no 

d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  o r  t h e  1850 f u g i t i v e  s l a v e  law.

In  e a r l y  March 1861 ,  t h e  Weekly A ng lo - A f r i c a n  c r i t i c i z e d  

t h e  newly s w o m - i n  p r e s i d e n t .  I t  commented, " o u r  so rrow  

i s  t h e  more p r o f o u n d ,  o u r  hope t h e  more s h a t t e r e d ,  and 

o u r  gloom t h e  more a s s u r e d . "  "We g a t h e r  no  c o m fo r t  from

^ F r e d e r i c k  D o u g las s  t o  G e r r i t  S m i th ,  J u l y  2 ,  1860, 
The G e r r i t  Smith  P a p e r s ,  Schomburg C o l l e c t i o n ,  NYPL, m ic ro -  
f l i m  r e e l  5.

5P o u g l a s s ' M o n th ly ,  I I I  (December 1 8 6 0 ) ,  370.
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t h e  i n a u g u r a l  o f  P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n c o m m e n t e d  t h e  e d i t o r ,

f o r  " t h e  R e p u b l ic a n  p a r t y  i s  f o r  t h e  w h i t e  m an .” * E q u a l l y

b i t t e r  was D ouglass  who w r o t e :

Some t h o u g h t  we h a d  i n  Mr. L in c o ln  
t h e  n e r v e  and d e c i s i o n  o f  an OLIVER 
CROMWELL, b u t  t h e  r e s u l t  shows t h a t  
we m ere ly  have  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  
PIERCES and BUCHANANS, and  t h a t  t h e  
R e p u b l ic a n  p r e s i d e n t  b en d s  t h e  knee  
t o  s l a v e r y  as r e a d i l y  as any o f  h i s  
infamous p r e d e c e s s o r s . 5

I t  i s  n o t  known i f  D o u g las s  spoke  f o r  t h e  m a s s e s .  

The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  b l a c k  a d u l t  male p o p u l a t i o n  c o u ld  n o t  

v o t e  b e c a u s e  o f  a s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n ;  t h e r e ­

f o r e  many, p e r h a p s ,  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  p o l i t i c s  c l o s e l y .  Edu­

c a t e d  b l a c k s ,  how eve r ,  r e s e n t e d  t h e  i n f e r i o r  s t a t u s  p l a c e d  

upon them . In  1859 t h i r t y - f i v e  d e l e g a t e s  a t t e n d e d  th e  

S t a t e  C onv en t io n  o f  C o lo re d  C i t i z e n s  i n  Troy on S ep tem b er  

13 and 14. A dopting  a r e s o l u t i o n  i n  f a v o r  o r  e q u a l  man­

hood s u f f r a g e ,  t h e y  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e v i s e d  c o n s t i ­

t u t i o n  o f  1821 t h a t  l i m i t e d  t h e  v o t e  t o  t h o s e  b l a c k s  own­

in g  $250 w o r th  o f  f r e e h o l d  p ro p e r ty .* *

*For J o h n s o n ’s comments s e e  Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n  
(New Y o rk ) ,  November 2 4 ,  1860 .  F o r  comments on t h e  i n -  
a u g u r a l  a d d re s s  s e e  I b i d . » March 16 ,  1861 ,  I n a u g u r a l  
A d d re s se s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a i e s  From 
George tTasTTTngTon 1 7 8 9  t o  R i c h a r d  M ilhous  N ixon ' 1969 
(W ash in g to n ,  D, b . , 1 ^ 6 5 J ,  119 ,  125.

^D o u g l a s s 1 M o n th ly . I l l  ( A p r i l  1 8 6 1 ) ,  434.

6New York T im es ,  S ep te m b er  14,  1859.
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A lthough  o n ly  211 o f  New York S t a t e  b l a c k  m a les  

met t h e  p r o p e r t y  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  a t t i t u d e s  a g a i n s t  g r a n t i n g  

them t h e  v o t e  w ere  h o s t i l e .  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  T h e o p h i l u s  C. 

C a l l i c o t  o f  B ro o k ly n  s t a t e d  on F e b ru a ry  10,  1860 i n  

A lb a n y ,  " S i r ,  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  to  p u t  n e g r o e s  on a f o o t i n g  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  w i t h  w h i t e  men i s  r e p u g n a n t  t o  t h e  

s e n s e  o f  t h e  American  p e o p l e . "  The B ro o k ly n  p o l i t i c i a n  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  b l a c k s  w ere  g iv e n  th e  v o t e  and f u g i t i v e  

s l a v e s  g r a n t e d  a s a n c t u a r y ,  "New York w i l l  become a n e g r o  

p a r a d i s e ,  and o u r  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  be  as  m ongre l  as t h a t  

o f  Mexico o r  S o u th  A m e r i c a .

The World q u e s t i o n e d  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p l a c i n g  t h e  

e q u a l  s u f f r a g e  q u e s t i o n  on th e  1860 b a l l o t ,  s i n c e  i n  1846 

i t  h ad  b e e n  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  v o t e r s ,  223 ,834  t o  8 5 ,3 0 6 .  

A rgu ing  t h a t  New York s h o u l d  do w h a t  i t  c o u l d  t o  e l e v a t e  

t h e  A fro -A m er ican  t o  make him a u s e f u l  c i t i z e n ,  The World 

c a u t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  g r a n t i n g  him th e  v o t e  b e c a u s e  t h e n  he 

"an d  h i s  b r e t h r e n  would become t h e  dupes and t o o l s  o f
o

demagogues who w ould  d e s p i s e  (him) w h i l e  t h e y  u s e  t h e m ."

^James McPherson p r o v i d e d  th e  f i g u r e  o f  211 .  See  
James M cPherson ,  The N e g ro ’s C i v i l  War. (New Y o rk f 1 9 6 5 ) ;  
242. Speech o f  Hon. T h e o p h i lu s  C. d a l l i c o t . . . a g a i n s t  t h e  
P e r s o n a l  L i b e r t y  B i l l . . .  . (A lb a n y , lSbOj , 1 2 ; New Yorlc T im e s , 
F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  IboO.

8The W o r ld . S ep tem b er  14 ,  1860.
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B la c k s  o f f e r e d  c o u n t e r - a r g u m e n t s .  A t te m p t in g  

t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e y  s o u g h t  t o  " e d u c a t e "  t h e  

w h i t e  community a b o u t  t h e  n ee d  t o  T ev ise  t h e  s t a t e  con ­

s t i t u t i o n .  In  March 1859, F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass  a s k e d ,

" I s  t h e r e  n o t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  enough ,  and v i g o r  enough 

in  th e  b l a c k s  in  CNew York S t a t e }  so  t o  r e v o l u t i o n i z e . , ,  

t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  p a r t y  as t o  make E qua l  S u f f r a g e  a n e ­

c e s s i t y  f o r  them , as  w e l l  as a t r iu m p h  t o  o u r s e l v e s ? "

The P r i n c i p i a , a New York C i t y  p a p e r ,  r e p o r t e d  i n  1860 

t h a t  " c o l o r e d "  p e o p l e  w ere  law a b i d i n g  and p a i d  t a x e s .

I t  a s k e d ,  "What e x c u s e ,  t h e n ,  can t h e r e  b e ,  f o r  n o t  

a l l o w i n g  them t h e  e q u a l  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  s u f f ­

r a g e ? " 9

On A u g u s t  13 ,  1860,  t w e n t y - f i v e  b l a c k  r e s i d e n t s  

o f  I t h a c a  formed an E l e c t i v e  F r a n c h i s e  Club in  o r d e r  

" t o  o p e r a t e  a c lu b  o f  w o rk in g  c o l o r e d  men who would 

l e a v e  no s t o n e  u n t u r n e d  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u r e  f o r  

t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  t h e  r i g h t  o f  f r e e  s u f f r a g e . "  At t h e  

f i r s t  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  R everend  B a s i l  M ack a l l  was e l e c t e d  

p r e s i d e n t ;  G. A. H ay b o rn ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  George A. 

J o h n s o n ,  s e c r e t a r y  and Henry Moore, t r e a s u r e r .  The

9D o u g l a s s '  M o n th ly ,  I (March 1 8 5 9 ) ,  33. The 
P r i n c i p i a . O c to b e r  1 3 ,  1860; For  b ack g ro u n d  t o  t h e  1821 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  s e e  M e r r i l l  D. P e t e r s o n ,  Democracy,  L i b e r t y  
and P r o p e r t y :  The S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d o n v e n t io n s  o f
W e  ISZtP s  IndTanapoTTs . "T{ ^ ) 'T "7 1T :-------------------------------
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d e l e g a t e s  u n an im o u s ly  a d o p t e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  

f o r  an end t o  p r o p e r t y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and f o r  f r e e  

male s u f f r a g e , I n  M a n h a t ta n  t h e  New York C i t y  

S u f f r a g e  Committee was form ed w i t h  th e  n o t e d  p h y s i ­

c i a n  and a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  James McCune S m i th ,  as  c h a i r ­

man and James P. M i l l e r  and  John  J ,  Z u i l l e  a s  s e c ­

r e t a r i e s ,  The Committee u rg e d  e l i g i b l e  b l a c k  v o t e r s  

t o  s u p p o r t  in  t h e  November e l e c t i o n  th e  s p e c i a l  b i l l  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  e q u a l  s u f f r a g e .  On A ugus t  23 t h e  New 

York County S u f f r a g e  Committee a p p o i n t e d  t h e  Reverend  

H. A. Thompson as  a c o l l e c t i n g  a g e n t  t o  s o l i c i t  f u n d s  

i n  e i t h e r  s i n g l e  d o n a t i o n s  o r  w e e k ly  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  

t o  a i d  " t h e  c a u se  o f  s u f f r a g e  e x t e n s i o n , "*1

A l th o u g h  H orace  G r e e l e y ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  New 

York T r i b u n e , r e q u e s t e d  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  v o t e  i n  f a v o r  

o f  e q u a l  s u f f r a g e ,  D o u g la s s  f e l t  on t h e  eve o f  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  t h a t  " n e i t h e r  R e p u b l i c a n s  n o r  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  

seem t o  c a r e  much f o r  / t h e  Equal S u f f r a g e  Movement7M̂  

R ece n t  r e s e a r c h  h a s  shown D o u g la s s  t o  have  b ee n  c o r r e c t ,

*Qp o u g l a s s 1 M o n th ly , I I I  (O c to b e r  1 8 6 0 ) ,  345,

1 1 I b i d . , 345 ,  346, H e r b e r t  A p th e k e r ,  e d , , A 
Documentary H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Negro P eo p le  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
H t a t l s fS v o l s '." :  NewT o r E T  1 5 7 7 7 ,  1 ,  45’-T5'8”----------------

• ^ D o u g l a s s 1 M o n th ly , I I I  (November 1 8 6 0 ) ,  366,
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A lthough  many R e p u b l ic a n s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  e q u a l  s u f f r a g e  

p ro g ra m ,  o t h e r s  opposed  i t  o r  a b s t a i n e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

in  h e a v i l y  D em ocra t ic  a r e a s  o r  m a r g i n a l  R e p u b l i c a n  ones 

b e c a u s e  "making e q u a l  s u f f r a g e  a t e s t  o f  p a r t y  f i d e l i t y  

m ig h t  be f a t a l  to  th e  p a r t y . "13

On e l e c t i o n  day s i x t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

v o t e r s  r e j e c t e d  t h e  m e asu re .  D oug las s  c a s t i g a t e d  

t h o s e  R e p u b l ic a n s  who r e f u s e d  to  s u p p o r t  s u f f r a g e  e x ­

t e n s i o n .  He n o te d  t h a t  i n  R o c h e s t e r  w h i t e  d ru n k a r d s  

w ere  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  p o l l s  t o  h e l p  d e f e a t  t h e  m e a s u re .  

D oug lass  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  d e f e a t  due n o t  t o  w h i t e  f e a r  

o f  b l a c k  p o l i t i c a l  d o m in a t io n  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  "one o f  

b l i n d  ig n o ra n c e  and p r e j u d i c e , "  W ith  t h e  to n e  o f  an 

i n j u r e d  b u t  n o t  cowed f i g h t e r ,  he a r g u e d ,  " o u r  cause  

i s  j u s t ,  w i s e ,  and p r o p e r ,  and m us t  n o t  b e  d ro p p ed ,

A l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Weekly A nglo- - 

A f r i c a n  in  mid November co m p la in ed  t h a t  New Y o rk e rs  had 

f a i l e d  t o  " e r a s e  from t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h a t  l a s t  

r e l i c  o f  b a r b a r i s m  which d e n i e s  t o  u s . . .  t h e  r i g h t  o f

l ^ P h y l l i s  F ra n ce s  F i e l d ,  "R e p u b ic a n  and B lack  
S u f f r a g e  in  New York S t a t e :  The G ra ss  R o o ts  R e s p o n s e , "
i n  R o b e r t  P ,  S w ie ren g a ,  e d . . Beyond t h e  C i v i l  War 
S y n t h e s i s : P o l i t i c a l  E ssays  o t  t h e  CivTT w ar  H rT *TVfestport, 
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  1 9 7 ^ ) ,  156-158 .

^ D o u g l a s s  * M o n th ly . I l l  (December 1 8 6 0 ) ,  369.
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f r a n c h i s e - - e x c e p t  u n d e r  t h e  most h u m i l i a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s . ” 

Those c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  w h i t e  m ales  o v e r  tw e n ty -o n e  

to  be  a c i t i z e n  f o r  t e n  d a y s ,  a s t a t e  i n h a b i t a n t  f o r  

one y e a r  p r e c e e d i n g  any e l e c t i o n  and a f o u r  months r e s i ­

d e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n ty  in  which he would v o t e .  B l a c k s ,  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  $250 p r o p e r t y  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  h ad  t o  be  a 

s t a t e  c i t i z e n  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and a one y e a r  r e s i d e n t  

i n  t h e  v o t i n g  d i s t r i c t . ^

D e s p i t e  t h e  v i g o r o u s  e f f o r t s  o f  a r a c i a l  c o ­

a l i t i o n  t o  e r a s e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  r e s t r i c t i o n ,  b l a c k s  d i d  

n o t  v o t e  i n  New York on e q u a l  te rms u n t i l  1870 ,  when 

th e  15th  Amendment went i n t o  e f f e c t .

Overshadowing th e  s u f f r a g e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  m ost  

b l a c k  New Y o rk e rs  was t h e  F u g i t i v e  S la v e  Law o f  1850.

I t  i s  n o t  known how many b l a c k s  w ere  ru n aw ay s .  U n d o u b te d ly ,  

some had  e s c a p e d  from s l a v e r y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  and r e s i d e d  i n  

New York a s  f r e e  p e r s o n s .  The F u g i t i v e  S l a v e  Law t h r e a t ­

en e d  t h e i r  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e .  The New York Times r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  t h e  1860 ce n su s  r e v e a l e d  a 2 .181  d e c r e a s e  in  t h e  

s t a t e ' s  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  

was i n  e r r o r  as  t h e  Empire S t a t e ' s  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  d e ­

c r e a s e d  by o n ly  s i x t y - f o u r  p e r s o n s  b e tw een  1850 and  1860.

1 5see  comment o f  George A. Jo h n so n  i n  Weekly 
A ng lo - A f r i c a n . November 24 ,  1860; f o r  v o t i n g  r e q u i r e ­
ments s e e  The P r i n c i p i a . O c to b e r  20 ,  1860.



N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  P o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

some had  l e f t  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  Canada o r  e l s e w h e r e ,

T h e re  was b o th  w h i t e  and b l a c k  s u p p o r t  f o r  d e ­

f i a n c e  o f  t h e  F u g i t i v e  S la v e  A c t ,  B la ck s  d e f i e d  i t  

o u t  o f  a s e n s e  o f  s u r v i v a l ,  w h i l e  w h i t e s  were  m o t i ­

v a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y .  Some w ere  r e p u l s e d  " a t  th e  s i g h t  

o f  s l a v e - h u n t e r s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  human p r e y  in  n o r t h e r n  

n e i g h b o r h o o d s , "  O th e r s  saw in  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  

T i g h t  o f  a j u r y  t r i a l  t o  b l a c k s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e r o s i o n  

o f  t h e i r  own c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s , * 7 C h a r l e s  S .  

S p e n c e r  o f  M anha t tan  in fo rm ed  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  

Assembly t h a t  " s o u t h e r n  b lo o d h o u n d s"  d i d  n o t  have  

" r i g h t  t o  howl upon t h e  t r a c k  o f  th e  w eary  f u g i t i v e , "

He c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a law t h a t  would  f r e e  a l l  

runaway s l a v e s  coming i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  su c h  a 

law w ould  " r o l l  b ac k  t h e  b l a c k  and t h r e a t e n i n g  wave 

o f  s o u t h e r n  o p p r e s s i o n , ( a n d  would) show t o  t h e . . .  

w o r ld  t h a t  New York d e t e s t s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .

l^New York T im e s . Sep tem ber  27 ,  1861. See t h e  
S e v e n th  Census o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (W ash in g to n ,  1 8 5 0 ) ,  
65.  u n i t e d  S t a l e s  Census O f f i c e  tith Census (W ash ing ton  
1 8 6 0 ) ,  x i i i .

*7Leon F. L i tw a c k ,  N or th  o f  S l a v e r y : The Negro 
i n  t h e  F re e  S t a t e s . 1790-1860 fChTcagoT 196l j . 2 5ti.
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In 1859 a p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  b i l l  p a s s e d  th e  Assembly 

b u t  was d e f e a t e d  in  th e  S e n a t e . 18 i n t h e  summer o f  

1860 Troy r e s i d e n t s  i n  u p s t a t e  New York r e s c u e d  f u g i ­

t i v e  C h a r l e s  N a l l y  from t h e  m a r s h a l s . 1^

Some b l a c k s  d i d  w h a t  th e y  c o u l d  p e r s o n a l l y

to  h a r b o r  runaways and t o  a s s i s t  them t o  o b t a i n  e n t r y  

i n t o  Canada. The R e v e ren d  J .  W. Loguen, a runaway 

s l a v e  from T e n n e s s e e ,  was a c t i v e  i n  h e l p i n g  o v e r  1,500 

f u g i t i v e s  t o  r e a c h  Canada .  A l l  o f  t h i s  was done a t  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e .  Seven r e s i d e n t s  o f  

S y ra c u s e  in fo rm ed  t h e  Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n  o f  Loguen*s 

a c t i v i t i e s  in  t h e i r  c i t y .  The open l e t t e r  a s k ed  New 

York C i t y  r e s i d e n t s  t o  a s s i s t  Loguen in  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  

a i d  e s c a p e e s .  They w ere  t o l d  how Loguen u s e d  h i s  own 

home as an asylum and t h a t  he  was i n  n e e d  o f  money, food  

and c l o t h i n g  f o r  t h e  f u g i t i v e s .  The l e t t e r  w arned  th e  

r e s i d e n t s  n o t  t o  g i v e  any money t o  a w h i t e  man named

l®An A ppea l  f o r  Freedom Made i n  t h e  Assembly o f  
The S t a t e  oT rtew VorTTTTarch l659‘‘"by",Hon. S. S p e n c e r  
of  th e  C i t y  oTTTeiTTork tA lb a n y .  185?! . 8 .  2TT, 21 ;  R e p o r t
oT  fE e  S e l e c t  Committee  on t h e  P e t i t i o n  t o  P r e v e n t  S la v e
H u n t in g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  oT Hew York T ra n sm iT ted  t o  t h e T e g i s -  
l a t u r e  F e b r u a r y  i l » lTEFO (A lb a n y .  l 8 b 0 j . 2 ,  4 .  6 .

19Troy D a i l y  P r e s s . A ugust  1 9 ,  1860 as c i t e d  
i n  Weekly Anglo'^'T G Fric ian . O c to b e r  1 4 ,  1865.
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W il l ia m  Brown who was s o l i c i t i n g  funds  a l l e g e d l y  f o r  

L o g u en .20

The i s s u e  o f  s e c e s s i o n  and t h e  coming o f  th e  

w ar  w ere  e v e n t s  t h a t  b l a c k s  v iew ed  w i t h  b o th  c a u t i o n  

and mixed hope .  I n  l a t e  1860 t h e  Weekly A n g lo -A f r i c a n  

c o n s i d e r e d  s e c e s s i o n  a S o u th e r n  a t t e m p t  t o  a v o i d  p a y ­

i n g  d e b t s  t o  N o r th e rn  c a p i t a l i s t s  and m e rc h a n ts  and a 

r e a c t i o n  to  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  c o n v i n c in g  t h e  N or th  o f  t h e  

b l e s s i n g s  o f  s l a v e r y .  Rem ain ing  n e u t r a l ,  t h e  p a p e r  com­

m en ted ,  "we have  n o  t e a r s  t o  s h e d  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  n o r  

do we g iv e  v e n t  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  j o y . . . , "21 On J a n u a r y  

5 ,  1861 th e  Weekly A nglo- A f r i c a n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n * s  

woes w ere  ca u sed  by r a c i s t s  and s l a v e h o l d e r s ,  n o t  by 

s l a v e s  o r  f r e e  b l a c k s .  The New York p a p e r  w arn ed  th e  

incom ing  R e p u b l ic a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  n o t  t o  b a r t e r  away th e  

" m a t t e r  o f  f u l l  j u s t i c e "  t o  i t s  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n .  P ro ­

p h e t i c a l l y ,  th e  Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n  s t a t e d ,  " t h e  b a t t l e  

th e n  i s  n o t , . . i n  d i r e c t  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c o l o r e d  man, n o r  

w i l l  i t  be  b r o u g h t  t o  a s u c c e s s f u l  c l o s e  u n t i l  i t  s h a l l  

have  e s p o u s e d  h i s  c a u s e . . . . " 22

The p l i g h t  o f  b l a c k s  on t h e  eve o f  t h e  C i v i l  War 

w a r r a n t e d  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  n i n e t e e n  " c o l o r e d "  B rook lyn

ZOWeekly A nglo- A f r i c a n . November 2 4 ,  1860

2 1 l b i d . . December 2 2 ,  1860.

22i b i d . , J a n u a r y  5 ,  1861.
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m i n i s t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Henry H ig h la n d  G a r n e t ,  whose c a l l  

f o r  a  s l a v e  r e b e l l i o n  in  1843 sh o c k ed  th e  n a t i o n ,  and 

C h a r l e s  B. Ray, fo rm e r  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C o lo re d  A m er ican . 

M eet ing  on J a n u a r y  14 a t  S h i l o h  P r e b y s t e r i a n  C hurch ,  

th e y  s e t  a s i d e  F e b ru a ry  2 2 as a day f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  

f a s t  and to  p r a y  f o r  God's  i n t e r p o s i t i o n  in  t h e i r

b e h a l f .23

F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  saw th e  i n e v i t ­

a b i l i t y  o f  w a r .  " L e t  th e  c o n f l i c t  come and God s p e e d  t h e  

T i g h t . . . , "  he w r o t e .  D i f f e r i n g  from D o u g la s s ,  th e  Weekly 

A nglo- A f r i c a n  u rg e d  c a u t i o n .  " B e f o re  we e n t e r  i n t o  

/ a  compact  t o  save  th e  Unioij7 m us t  have  s o m e th in g  

b e t t e r  th a n  f l a t t e r y  t o  c o n v in c e  us t h a t  a f t e r  f r e e l y  

g i v i n g  o u r  b lo o d  t o  a g a in  b u i l d  up t h e  U n i o n . . . / t h a t 7 we 

s h a l l  n o t  be  as in  t h e  p a s t ,  p a r i a h s  and o u t c a s t s . "  In  

r e s p o n s e  t o  a T r ib u n e  e d i t o r i a l  on March 16 c a l l i n g  f o r  

t h e  arming o f  b l a c k s  t h e  p a p e r  r e t o r t e d ,  " M e s s r s .  

R e p u b l ic a n s  b e f o r e  you  h a n d  us b u l l e t s  g iv e  us b a l l o t s . " 2 4  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  once w ar  h a d  b ro k e n  o u t ,  t h e  Weekly Anglo- 

A f r i c a n  s t a t e d ,  "God s p e e d  th e  c o n f l i c t .  May t h e  cup 

be  d r a i n e d  t o  i t s  d r e g s ,  f o r  o n ly  t h u s  can t h i s  n a t i o n  

o f  s l u g g a r d s  know t h e  d i s e a s e  and i t s  r e m e d y . "25

23I b i d , , F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1861.

2 4poUgi a s s ' M o n th ly ,  I I I  (March 1 8 6 1 ) ,  419.
Weekly Anglo- A f r i c a n . March 2 3 ,  1861,

25w eekly  A nglo- A f r i c a n . A p r i l  2 0 ,  1861.
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New York was n o t  ready  t o  a c c e p t  p a t r i o t i c  b l a c k  

v o l u n t e e r s .  An u n r u ly  crowd d i s r u p t e d  a b a n d  o f  b l a c k  

m a rc h e rs  who w ere  c a r r y i n g  an Am erican  f l a g .  T h e i r  

drums and f i f e s  were  t a k e n  away and t h e y  w ere  t o l d  t h a t  

" N ig g e rs  c o u l d  n o t  be a l lo w ed  t o  c a r r y  t h a t  f l a g l "  N ev e r ­

t h e l e s s ,  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  p u n i s h e d  by S o u th e r n  sympa­

t h i z e r s ,  P a s t o r  Hodges '  c o n g r e g a t io n  hung  an e f f i g y  o f  

J e f f e r s o n  Davis  on a g i b b e t  a t  11 th  S t r e e t  and Broadway

i n  B r o o k l y n . 26

In  A ugust  1861, James W, C. P e n n i n g t o n ,  Former 

s l a v e ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m i n i s t e r ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and a u t h o r  

o f  The F u g i t i v e  B l a c k s m i t h . c a u t i o n e d  b l a c k  p o l i t i c i a n s  

t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c o n f r o n t i n g  them w a s ,  "ARE WE BOUND BY 

PRINCIPLES, OR SWORN TO HELP FIGHT THE BATTLES OF THE 

PRESENT CIVIL PRO SLAVERY WAR?" The o r a t o r  t h o u g h t  i t  

" u n p o l i t i c a l ,  u n p h i l o s o p h i c a l , unmanly and / n e a r l ^  

t r a i t o r o u s  t o  o u r  own r a c e "  f o r  b l a c k  p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  

" s i t  b a c k  i n  t h e  shade and ta k e  no p a r t "  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e .  

He f e r v e n t l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  an i n v a d i n g  army o f  25 ,000 

b l a c k  men w ould  " r e c a p t u r e  King C o t t o n . " 27 In  1861 New 

York and th e  n a t i o n  was n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  200 b l a c k  

v o l u n t e e r s ,  l e t  a lo n e  25 ,0 0 0 .

2 6 I b i d . . May 4 ,  11,  1861

2 7 l b i d .  . August  10, 1861.



F r e d e r i c k  Douglass  was d i s t u r b e d  a b o u t  t h e

r o l e  s l a v e r y  p l a y e d  in  th e  w a r .  Two weeks b e f o r e

th e  announcement o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  E m a n c ip a t io n

P r o c l a m a t i o n ,  he  w ro te  t o  G e r r i t  S m i th :

I h a d  a t t r i b u t e d  y o u r  s i l e n c e  o f  
l a t e  t o  what  I su p p o se  must be 
y o u r  ( I l l e g i b l e ^  d i s g u s t  a t  t h e  
w r e t c h e d  management o f  t h e  w ar .
I s h u d d e r  a t  w hat  the  f u t u r e  may 
s t i l l  have i n  s t o r e  f o r  u s .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  was n e v e r  more 
c o m p le t e ly  i n  th e  hands  o f  t h e  s l a v e  
p o w ers .  This  government i s  now in  
t h e  hands  o f  t h e  army and t h e  army 
i s  i n  t h e  hands  o f  th e  w o r s t  ty p e
o f  A m erican ,  2 8

D o u g la s s ,  h o w ev e r ,  e r r e d  when he c o n s i d e r e d  

th e  n a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  s l a v e  i n t e r e s t s .  

R e p u b l ic a n s  were  com m itted  t o  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  f r e e  

l a b o r  which  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s l a v e r y  t h r e a t e n e d ,  and 

t h e i r  m o ra l  r epugnance  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e d  

them w i t h  an i d e o lo g y  t h a t  t h r e a t e n e d  th e  s u r v i v a l  o f  

t h e  " p e c u l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n . " 2 9  i t  was i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  

t h e  w ar  w ould  e v e n t u a l l y  c h a l l e n g e  th e  r i g h t  o f  s l a v e r y  

t o  e x i s t .

F u g i t i v e s ,  s l a v e r y ,  and th e  w ar  w ere  n o t  t h e  

o n ly  i s s u e s  c o n f o m t i n g  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s .

2®Douglass t o  S m i th ,  S ep tem ber  8 ,  1862 ,  G e r r i t  
Sm ith  P a p e r s ,  m i c r o f i l m  r e e l  5.

? Q*3E r i c  Foner,  Free S o i l ,  Free Labor, Free Men: 
The Ideology of  the Republican P a r ty  Betore  the t iv x T  
War CIoKaon, TP7VT7 3 0 f - 3 i r . ------------- **--------------------------



E d u c a t io n  o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  i t  was o f  c o n c e rn  t o  many.

"May a Negro Go To C o l l e g e ? "  a sk ed  th e  New York T im es .

I n  1859 Union C o l l e g e  in  S ch n ec tad y  d e c id e d  t o  l e t  

t h e  s t u d e n t  body d e te rm in e  i f  a M u la t to  s h o u ld  be  ad ­

m i t t e d .  I t  r e j e c t e d  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  l a t e r  he  

was a d m i t t e d  a f t e r  i t  was p roven  t h a t  he was a h a l f -  

b r e e d  I n d i a n  " w i t h o u t  a p a r t i c l e  o f  A f r i c a n  b lo o d  in  

h i s  v e i n s . "  D o u g l a s s 1 M o n th ly , ho w ev e r ,  r e p o r t e d  th e  

s t u d e n t  t o  be  David  R o s e l l  and a Negro .  The Times was 

c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who "would  l e n d  t h e i r  sym pa thy ,  

i f  n o t  more a c t i v e  a i d ,  in  t h w a r t i n g  th e  o d io u s  f u g i t i v e  

s l a v e  law. B u t  th e y  w ould  n o t  s u f f e r  a man o f  Negro

b lo o d  t o  s t u d y  in  Union C o l l e g e . " ^

The q u e s t i o n  o f  e q u a l  s c h o o l s  was o f  m a jo r  im­

p o r t a n c e  t o  New Y o rk ' s  b l a c k  co m m u n i t i e s .  Common p r a c t i c e

and n o t  s t a t u t e  o r  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  k e p t  t h e  s c h o o l s

s e g r e g a t e d .  In L o c k p o r t ,  an u p s t a t e  c i t y  n e a r  B u f f a l o ,

t h e  b l a c k  s c h o o l  was s e p a r a t e  and u n e q u a l .  In  t h e  com­

m u n i ty  o f  250 b l a c k s  l e s s  th a n  tw e lve  were  r e p o r t e d  t o  be 

i n  s c h o o l .  A b l a c k  v i s i t o r  d e s c r i b e d  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  as 

" a  m i s e r a b l e  h o u s e ,  a b o u t  t e n  by  f o u r t e e n  f e e t  s q u a r e ,  

t o  w hich  no w h i t e  p e r s o n  would send  a c h i l d ,  were  i t  a

30New York T im es ,  F eb ru a ry  10 ,  1859. D o u g la s s '  
M o n th ly . I (March 1 8 5 9 ) ,  S3.



s c h o o l  f o r  w h i t e  c h i l d r e n ,  and i n  which  t h e r e  i s  no 

s t i m u l u s  n o r  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  t o  make a c h i l d  s t u d y , "

Many o f  t h e  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n ,  r e p o r t e d  th e  o b s e r v e r ,  

w ere  t o o  h u m i l i a t e d  by t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  to  a t t e n d  

c l a s s e s . 3 *

F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass  u r g e d  h i s  r a c e  t o  " a t t a c k  

th e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s ,  and demand our  

r i g h t s ,  and i f  th e y  r e f u s e ,  th e n  we a r e  t o  sue  f o r  them 

in  th e  c o u r t s  o f  j u s t i c e . . , " 32 I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  any 

l e g a l  s u i t s  o c c u r r e d .  I n s t e a d  p e o p l e  e i t h e r  a c c e p te d  

th e  s t a t u s  o f  s e g r e a t e d  s c h o o l s  o r  d i d  w hat  th e y  co u ld  

t o  g e t  new b u i l d i n g s  f o r  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n .  Douglass  con­

s i d e r e d  New York C i t y  th e  "m os t  u n p ro m is in g  f i e l d "  f o r  

s c h o o l  i n t e g r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  he b e l i e v e d  i t  t o  be  u n d e r  

c o n t r o l  o f  " t h e  G e n e ra l  Government a t  W ash in g to n ,  t h a t  

i s  t h e  S o u t h . " 3* New York p o l i t i c s  was t h e n  dom ina ted  

by Democrats  who a c c e p t e d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  w h i t e  suprem acy .

Between A p r i l  30,  1860, and May 1, 1861, M anha t tan

3*Weekly A n g l o - A f r i c a n ,  J a n u a r y  7,  1860 as q u o te d  
i n  James Members o n . The Negro rs C i v i l  War. 247.

^ D o u g l a s s 1 M o n th ly . I (March 1859) , 33.

T h a t  was t h e  ap p ro ach  o f  th e  New York S o c ie ty  
f o r  P ro m o t io n  o f  E d u c a t io n  Among C o lo red  C h i ld r e n  i n  1859. 
See A p t h e k e r .  A Documentary H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Negro P e o p le .  I 
3 9 8 -4 0 2 .

^ D o u g l a s s * Mon th  l y , I (March 1859) , 33.



b l a c k s  h ad  f i v e  c o l o r e d  s c h o o l s  and t h r e e  c o l o r e d
1 C

p r im a ry  s c h o o l s  t o  w hich  t o  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

The New York C i t y  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t io n  r e p o r t  f o r  the  

p e r i o d  e n d in g  December 31 ,  1860 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  

were 2 ,3 7 7  p u p i l s  e n r o l l e d  in  th e  c o l o r e d  p r im a ry  

s c h o o l s  w i t h  an a v e ra g e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  879. The 

a v e ra g e  a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  e n d in g  December 31, 

1861, 1862 and 1863 w ere  9 4 4 ,9 3 8  and 724 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

B rooklyn  had  t h r e e  c o l o r e d  s c h o o l s  w i t h  92 7,  9 89 and 

788 s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  e n d in g  J a n u a r y  31, 1861,

1862 and 1864, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  In  1860 on ly  two p e r c e n t  

o f  the  46 ,9  76 s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l  i n  B ro o k ly n  

were b l a c k ,  y e t  t h a t  community c o u l d  n o t  i n t e g r a t e  

them i n t o  th e  s y s t e m . ^

New York C i t y  was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n t e g r a t i n g  

i t s  s c h o o l s  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War p e r i o d ,  b u t  t h a t  d i d

7C —

Trow’s New York City Directory for the Year 
Ending May 1, TjfeTT"̂ New Y o rk ,  1861) , 19,

^ N i n t e e n t h  A nnual  R e p o r t  o f  the  Board  o f  Ed­
u c a t i o n  o t  th e  C i ty  and c o u n ty  o f  New"York f o r  th e  
Year Ending December"*?! .  1860 7 Y ork ,  l M l ' j , 9 l .  
T w e n t i e th  Annual ReporT o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t i o n . 8. 
I w e n tv - F T r s t  Annual R e p o r t . . . ,  i l 5 .  Twenty- Second 
Annual R e p o r t . . . .  i l l .  S i x t h  Annual R e p o r t  o f  the  C i ty  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  S c h o o l s  o t  BTooklynTNew York f o r “ tKe 
i e a r  Ending J a n u a r y  31. 18FT. t b r o o k l y n .  I 8 b l j  . 77“ 
S ev en th  Annual R e p o r t . . . ,  8.  N in th  Annual R e p o r t . . • ,  6 .
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n o t  mean t h a t  i t  c o m p le t e ly  n e g l e c t e d  th e  b l a c k  s c h o o l s .

The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  r e p o r t  f o r  1861 d e s c r i b e d  th e  b l a c k  

s c h o o l s  as " i n s t i t u t i o n s  / l h a t 7  a r e  s t e a d i l y  and g r a d u a l l y  

im p ro v in g  i n  s c h o l a r s h i p  and  e f f i c i e n c y . "  Poor  a t t e n d a n c e

was a t t r i b u t e d  p a r t i a l l y  t o  " t h e  w an t  o f  s u i t a b l e  c l a s s -
_ , ,37  rooms.

In  th e  s o c i a l  r e a l m ,  b l a c k  New Y o rk e rs  h a d  t h e i r  

c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and v a r i o u s  s o c i e t i e s .  Most o f  th e  

s o c i a l  e v e n t s  w ere  h e l d  i n  th e  c h u rc h e s  o f  which  b l a c k  

M a n h a t t a n i t e s  s u p p o r t e d  one B a p t i s t  and f i v e  A f r i c a n  

M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Churches  i n  1860. A P r e b y s t e r i a n  

Church was e s t a b l i s h e d  l a t e r .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  

b l a c k  New Y o rk e rs  c o u l d  b o a s t  o f  an A f r i c a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  

S o c i e t y ,  a New York S o c i e t y  f o r  P ro m o t in g  E d u c a t io n  Among 

C o lo re d  C h i l d r e n ,  t h e  Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n  n ew sp a p e r  and 

th e  A ng lo - A f r i c a n  M a g az in e .

B la c k s  h a d  t h e i r  p i c n i c s ,  ch u rch  s u p p e r s ,  dances  

and o t h e r  forms o f  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s .  I n  l a t e  December

1860, t h e  Weekly A nglo- A f r i c a n  d e s c r i b e d  a t e a  g iv e n  a t  

Zion A.M.E. ch u rch  on November 6 ,  a b e n e f i t  f o r  th e  c h u r c h ' s  

e l d e r ,  t h e  Reverend  David  S t e v e n s .  Among th e  g u e s t s  were  

Henry H ig h la n d  G a r n e t ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  A f r i c a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  

S o c i e t y ,  m i l i t a n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and n o t e d  o r a t o r .

3 ^T w e n t ie th  Annual  R e p o r t  o f  th e  Board  o f  E d u c a t i o n . . .  
o f  New Y o r k . . . ,  i 7 ,  49-S o .

^ Trow 's  New York C i t y  D i r e c t o r y . . . E n d ing May 1,
1 8 6 1 , 7 ,28 ,315 ,38 .



"W hethe r  i t  was owing to  t h e  h a r d n e s s  o f  th e  t i m e s , "  

t h e  Weekly Anglo- A f r i c a n  r e p o r t e d . "  o r  t o  good j u d g ­

ment o f  th e  l a d i e s  we c a n n o t  s a y ,  b u t  we a re  happy t o  

s t a t e  t h a t  much economy was e x h i b i t e d  i n  t h e i r  d r e s s e s . "  

A t e a  was g iv e n  a t  t h e  Second B e t h e l  A.M.E. ch u rch  on 

Second Avenue i n  M a n h a t ta n .  " T h is  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w hich  

l a s t e d  t h r e e  n i g h t s , "  commented t h e  b l a c k  p a p e r ,  " c o n ­

t i n u e d  on T h a n k s g iv in g  e v e n in g  w i t h  an o v e r f lo w in g  

h o u s e . " 39

Ads f o r  d i s c r e e t  e x e r c i s e  f o r  young l a d i e s  

f r e q u e n t l y  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  Weekly A ng lo - A f r i c a n . The 

F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1861, i s s u e  p r i n t e d  an a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  a 

c l a s s  i n  c a l i s t h e n i c s ,  p o l i t e  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and 

p a r l o r  d a n c in g  as a r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  young women t o  be 

h e l d  e v e ry  S a tu r d a y  from 4 t o  6 p .m .  a t  76 B l e e k e r  

S t r e e t .

E d u c a te d  b l a c k s  d i s p l a y e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  m u s ic  

and  c o n c e r t s .  An ad in  t h e  December 2 9 ,  1860 Weekly 

A nglo- A f r i c a n  s t a t e d ,  "Madame Magnan b e g s  t o  in fo rm  h e r  

f r i e n d s  and th e  p u b l i c  t h a t  she  i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  g iv e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  on th e  S p a n is h  g u i t a r  and i n  s i n g i n g  a t  

h e r  r e s i d e n c e  a t  154 S u l l i v a n  S t r e e t . "  The same i s s u e  

announced  t h a t  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  B ro o k ly n  and  W e e k s v i l l e

39Weekly Anglo- A f r i c a n . December 2 9 ,  1860.

M l b i d . . F e b ru a ry  2 ,  1861.
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w ere  s p o n s o r i n g  a c o n c e r t  and s o i r e e  on J a n u a r y  3 i n  

Harmony H a l l  on Marion S t r e e t  i n  B ro o k ly n .  P r o f e s s o r  

W i l l i a m  B ak e r  was l i s t e d  as c o n d u c to r .  On A p r i l  11 ,

1861, s i x t y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  in  B ro o k ly n  sa n g  

i n  a c o n c e r t  a t  t h e  B ro o k ly n  T a b e r n a c l e .  The 2 5+ ad ­

m is s io n  f e e  w en t  tow ards  b u y in g  a  p i a n o  f o r  t h e i r  

i n s t i t u t i o n .  In  A p r i l  t h e  B rook lyn  E x c e l s i o r  L i t e r ­

a r y  S o c i e t y  h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  e x h i b i t i o n  and f e s t i v a l . ' * *

B lac k  New Y o rk e rs  h ad  some c o n c e rn  w i t h  w ha t  

th e y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  i n a c c u r a t e  census  r e t u r n s  f o r  

t h e i r  r a c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  M a n h a t ta n ,  and w i t h  u n e q u a l  

employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  B lack  M a n h a t t a n i t e s  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  th e  census  t a k e r s  e r r e d  i n  1860 when th e y  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  th e  i s l a n d  h a d  12 ,574  " p e r s o n s  o f  c o l o r . "

The Weekly Anglo- A f r i c a n  c l a im e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1861 

t h a t  more b l a c k s  l i v e d  in  New York C i ty  t h a n  r e p o r t e d  by 

t h e  cen su s  t a k e r s .  The census  was t a k e n  i n  J u n e  and J u l y  

o f  1860 when many b l a c k s  w ere  away w o rk in g  on s t e a m b o a t s  

o r  w o rk in g  a t  summer r e s o r t s .  Some b l a c k s  w ere  c o u n te d  

as w h i t e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  "good h a i r  t e x t u r e . "  The p a p e r  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  decade  be tw een  Ju n e  1850 and  J u n e  

1860 ,  " a t  l e a s t  one th o u s a n d  c o l o r e d  p e r s o n s  t u r n e d  w h i t e  

i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  New Y o rk . "  T h is  was p r o b a b l y  an a c c u r a t e

41I b i d . , December 29 ,  1860 ,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  1861.



e s t i m a t e  b e c a u se  th e  1860 census  l i s t e d  th e  b l a c k  

p o p u l a t i o n  in  Negro and M u la t to  co lum ns.  T h e r e f o r e ,  

on ly  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  who looked  N e g ro id  o r  r a c i a l l y  

mixed w ere  c o u n te d  as b e in g  n o n - w h i t e , 42 A ccord ­

in g  t o  th e  p a p e r  a p ro m in e n t  g r o c e r ,  as w e l l  as one 

o f  t h e  b e s t  m e rc h an t  t a i l o r s ,  b a n k in g  c l e r k s ,  bank  

p o r t e r s  and a t  l e a s t  one en o rm o u s ly  sh rew d  and e x ­

c e e d i n g l y  w e a l t h y  b l a c k  b r o k e r  had  c r o s s e d  t h e  c o l o r  

l i n e . 43

The Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  

H e r a l d ' s  1861 a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  85 b l a c k s  owned $356 ,425  

in  r e a l  e s t a t e  w h i l e  738 b l a c k s  h a d  $213 ,785  in  p e r ­

s o n a l  e s t a t e s  o r  a combined t o t a l  o f  $5 7 0 ,2 1 0 .  The 

b l a c k  p a p e r  e s t i m a t e d  th e  number o f  t h e  r a c e  owning 

r e a l  e s t a t e  to  b e  n e a r l y  500 ,  w i th  $ 1 ,3 5 6 ,4 2 5  t i e d  up 

in  r e a l  e s t a t e  h o l d i n g s  and $ 1 ,2 3 4 ,0 0 0  in  p e r s o n a l  

e s t a t e s  f o r  a combined t o t a l  o f  $ 2 ,6 9 0 ,4 2 5 .

I n  i t s  F e b ru a ry  16 ,  1861 i s s u e ,  t h e  Weekly 

Anglo- A f r i c a n  p u b l i s h e d  th e  H e r a l d ' s  l i s t  o f  employed 

b l a c k s  by o c c u p a t i o n s .  The l i s t  o f  5 ,0  39 em ployed  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n d i c a t e d  th e  m a j o r i t y  w orked  i n  m e n ia l

4 3 i b i d . . Feb .  16,  1861,

4 4 i b i d . . F eb ru a ry  9 ,  1861. New York H e r a l d . 
J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  l 8 6 l .  The f i g u r e  o f  $ l , 4 0 t f , 0 0 0  f o r  b i a c k  
r e a l  e s t a t e  h o l d i n g s  f o r  1859 i s  g iv e n  by P e t e r  Bergman, 
The C h r o n o l o g i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  th e  Negro i n  A m erica  (New 
F o rk  ,' T 9 '6 9 r ,  ? ?0 '. ------------------------------ -------------------------
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o r  low p a y in g  j o b s .  A p a r t i a l  summary showed 1,165 

s e r v a n t s ,  686 w a i t e r s ,  621 washerwomen, 515 l a b o r e r s ,

243 p o r t e r s ,  12 8 s a i l o r s ,  81 b a r b e r s  and 2 4 chimney 

sw eep s .  T here  w ere  on ly  46 carmen b e c a u s e  l i c e n c e s  

w ere  h a r d  t o  o b t a i n  p r i o r  t o  Mayor Fernando Wood's 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  In  1860 M a n h a t tan  h a d  on ly  2 d e n t i s t s ,

2 p r i n t e r s ,  1 e l e c t r i c i a n ,  4 b a k e r s ,  1 b l a c k s m i t h ,

16 m i n i s t e r s ,  8 d o c t o r s  and 17 t e a c h e r s  (Weekly A n g lo - - 

A f r i c a n  c i t e d  33) who were b l a c k . ^5

R e g a r d l e s s  w h e th e r  b l a c k s  w ere  w e a l th y  o r  p o o r ,  

B a p t i s t  o r  M e t h o d i s t ,  u r b a n i t e s  o r  r u r a l  f o l k ,  th e y  

a l l  f a c e d  th e  common p ro b lem  o f  p r e j u d i c e  and d i s c r i ­

m i n a t i o n .  To some, b l a c k s  p e r s o n i f i e d  e v i l  and u g l i n e s s .  

The New York Times d e p i c t e d  N egroes  as e x o t i c  i n  an 

e d i t o r i a l ,  "The M ystery  o f  N e g r o p h i l i s m . "  I t  w an ted  t o  

know why in  1862 t h e r e  was such  an i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  N egro .  

The Times c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  were  u n a t t r a c t i v e ,  l a c k e d  

a r o m a n t i c  h i s t o r y  and had  no a f f i n i t y  t o  w h i t e s .  A m er ica ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  T im es ,  h ad  an "a b n o rm a l  p a s s i o n "  f o r  

b l a c k s  who w ere  e x o t i c  h o t  h o u se  p l a n t s  d i l i g e n t l y  n u r s e d  

" a s  though  A f r i c a  was n o t  te em in g  w i t h  m i l l i o n s . . .  t h a t  

h u n t . . . b u y . . . s e l l . . . k i l l ,  a n d . . . e a t  n e g r o e s ; n e g ro e s  t h a t  

go n a k e d  th ro u g h  l i f e  and n e g r o e s  t h a t  c l o t h e  t h e i r  shame

45weeklv A n g l o - A f r i c a n ,  F e b ru a ry  16 ,  1861, New 
York H e r a l d .  J a n u a r y  2 5 .  lMbl.
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w i t h  b eads  on t h e i r  n e c k s  and r i n g s  on t h e i r  f i n g e r s . ” 4^

There  w ere  t h o s e  who v iew ed  b l a c k s  w i t h  i n c r e a s ­

in g  a la rm  in  1862 b e c a u s e  t h e  C i v i l  War was t a k i n g  o v e r  

to n e s  o f  f r e e i n g  th e  s l a v e s .  For t h e  I r i s h ,  ho w ev e r ,  

b l a c k s  were  a c o m p e t i t o r  f o r  th e  low p a y in g  jo b s  on t h e  

s t r e e t s  and docks on New York .  In  1860, 47.62% o f  

M a n h a t t a n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was f o r e i g n  b o r n .  About 25% or  

203,740 o f  t h e  805 ,651  im m ig ra n ts  in  New York C i ty  were  

I r i s h .  There  h a d  b e e n  an i n c r e a s e  o f  346,839 f o r e i g n  

newcomers in  M a n h a t ta n  s i n c e  1850 ,  and f o r  many o f  them 

t h e  b l a c k  man s t o o d  b e tw een  them and a l i v e l i h o o d . 4?

Numerous c o n f l i c t s  d e v e lo p e d  between  I r i s h  and 

b l a c k s  in  th e  New York C i ty  a r e a .  On August  4 ,  1862,  

o v e r  400 I r i s h m e n  a s s u l t e d  a B ro o k ly n  f a c t o r y  em ploy ing  

b l a c k  women and c h i l d r e n .  The mob a t t e m p t e d  t o  b u rn  th e  

h e l p l e s s  p e o p le  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  b u t  p o l i c e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

s a v e d  them. The Times c i t e d  r a c i a l  h a t r e d  as th e  r e a s o n  

f o r  th e  a t t a c k  and u r g e d  C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t a  t o  use  t h e i r  

i n f l u e n c e  to  curb  t h e  u n w a r r a n t e d  a t t a c k s .  I t  v iew ed  

t h e  I r i s h  a t t a c k  as im m ora l  s i n c e  " t h e r e  i s  n o  c l a s s  o f  

p e r s o n s  in  t h i s  community more q u i e t ,  o r d e r l y ,  p e a c e a b l e ,  

r e s p e c t f u l  and even c o u r t e o u s ,  t h a n  t h e  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e . "48

4^New York Times t Ju n e  14 ,  1862.

47united S t a t e s  Census. . . 8th Census 1860 . xxix,
x x x i i .

4&New York T im e s , August  5 ,  1862.



E a r l i e r  v iews o f  t h e  c a u se s  o f  th e  J u l y  186 3 

d r a f t  r i o t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t o  I r i s h m e n  who 

w ere  i n c e n s e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  w ere  t a k i n g  s t e v a d o r e  jo b s  

on th e  w a t e r f r o n t  as s t r i k e b r e a k e r s . 49 R ecen t  r e ­

s e a r c h ,  h o w ev e r ,  h a s  p o s i t e d  th e  view t h a t  o n ly  t h r e e  

longshorem en w ere  i d e n t i f i e d  as r i o t e r s  and none o f  

them w ere  known t o  have  a t t a c k e d  b l a c k s .  Nor were  

t h e r e  any o n s l a u g h t s  a g a i n s t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  em ploy ing  

b l a c k s . A l t h o u g h  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  

econom ic  i s s u e s  w ere  t h e  g e n e r a l  c u a s e s  o f  t h e  r i o t ,  

t h e  im m edia te  e r u p t i o n  o f  v i o l e n c e  was due t o  t h e  

d r a f t i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  members o f  B la ck  Joke  Eng ine  Com­

pany Number 33. The f i r e m e n  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e y  

s h o u l d  be  exem pted  from th e  d r a f t  as t h e y  w ere  from 

m i l i t i a  d u ty  w e n t  on a rampage and d e s t r o y e d  th e  d r a f t  

o f f i c e  i n  t h e  19 th  w ard  o f  M a n h a t ta n .  The mob a c t i o n  

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  l o s s  o f  119 i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n c e n s e d  

Negrcphobes w i t h i n  th e  mob e l e m e n t  b u r n e d  down th e  

o rp h an ag e  f o r  c o l o r e d  c h i l d r e n .  R e p o r t e d l y ,  o v e r

5 ,000  b l a c k s  f l e d  t o  t h e  swamps and woods n e a r  B e rg e n ,  

New J e r s e y  and t o  W e e k s v i l l e  i n  B r o o k ly n .  The R i o t  

l e d  t o  a d e c l i n e  i n  New Y o r k ' s  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  from

49See f o r  ex a m p le ,  Albon P. Man, " L a b o r  Com­
p e t i t i o n  and th e  New York D r a f t  R i o t s  o f  1 8 6 3 ,"  J o u r n a l  
o f  Negro H i s t o r y . XXXVI, 4 ( O c t o b e r ,  19 5 1 ) ,  375-*2nm

^ A d r i a n  Cook, The Armies o f  t h e  S t r e e t s : The
New York C i t y  D r a f t  R i o f s ” o f  l a b 3 T T e x m g t o n ,  19 74) , 
7TR-7&T7
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12 ,700  i n  1860 t o  few er  th a n  10,000 i n  1865. One I r i s h  

woman's  b l a c k  h u sb a n d  was m i s s i n g .  The T r i b u n e  r e p o r t e d ,

•’i f  one c o u ld  ju d g e  from h e r  l a m e n t a t i o n s ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  

a n t i p a t h y  o f  t h e  I r i s h  f o r  t h e  n e g r o  was c e r t a i n l y  o v e r ­

come i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e . "51

To h e l p  t h e  v i c t i m s ,  t h e  New York m e r c h a n t s ,  many 

o f  who b e l o n g e d  t o  th e  Union Leqgue,  formed a com m it tee  

o f  r e l i e f  which  r a i s e d  $ 4 0 ,7 7 9 .0 8  by  d i r e c t  a p p e a l  t o  

r e im b u r s e  p r o p e r t y  l o s s e s  as w e l l  a s  t o  a s s i s t  t h o s e  who 

became widows o r  o rphans  as a co n s eq u en c e  o f  t h e  r i o t .

A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i th  b l a c k  m i n i s t e r s ,  who made o v e r

3 ,000  v i s i t s  a s c e r t a i n i n g  n e e d ,  t h e  com m it tee  p r o v i d e d  

h e l p  f o r  12 ,782  p e r s o n s . 52

In t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  th e  D r a f t  R i o t ,  some o f  th e  

" p r e v i o u s l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s t r e e t c a r  b e g a n  l i m i t i n g  b l a c k s  

t o  s p e c i a l  c a r s , "  w h i l e  o t h e r  r a i l r o a d s  f e a r i n g  v i o l e n c e  

r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  b l a c k  p a s s e n g e r s  who e i t h e r  had  t o  

w a lk  m i l e s  t o  t h e i r  jo b s  o r  g iv e  them up f o r  l a c k  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 53 i n J a n u a r y  1864, James W. C. P e n n in g to n

S l l b i d . ,  56,  5 7 ,  194,  206; R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee 
o f  M erch an ts  f o r  t h e  R e l i e f  o f  C o lo re d  Peo?Te b u t t e r i n g  
Trom t h e  LateH^Tot m  t h e  C ity  o f  New York (New York ,  1863) ,
7; NevTYork T r i b u n e . August  7 ,  TF63. T o r " c o n te m p o ra ry  
a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  r i o t  s e e  t h e  J u l y  1 7 .  1 8 ,  186 3 i s s u e s .  P a u l
Renard  M i g l i o r e ,  "The B u s in e s s  o f  U n ion :  The New York
B u s in e s s  Community and th e  C i v i l  War" (Ph.D d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
Colum bia  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p .  333.

^ R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee o f  M e r c h a n t s . 3 , 1 0 , 1 1 , 4 2 , 4 5 .

5 3 i b i d . . 12. M i g l i o r e ,  "The B u s i n e s s  o f  U n ion :  The
New York B u s i n e s s  Community and t h e  C i v i l  W a r" ,  p .  333.
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ad v a n ced  th e  d ub ious  a rgum ent  t h a t  t h e  I r i s h  r i o t e d  

b e c a u s e  th e y  opposed  " c o l o r e d  p r o t e s t a n t  l a b o r e r s . . .  

n o t  c o l o r e d  l a b o r e r s . "  A c c o rd in g  to  h im , many b l a c k  

washerwomen l o s t  b u s i n e s s  b e c a u s e  w h i t e s  w ere  a f r a i d  

t o  l e a v e  v a l u a b l e  c l o t h e s  i n  t h e i r  c a r e  a f t e r  th e  

I r i s h  h a d  d e s t r o y e d  many e x p e n s iv e  i t e m s  o f  c l o t h i n g . 54 

Even b e f o r e  th e  r i o t ,  some b l a c k s  found  i t  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  rem ain  in  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The F u g i t i v e  

S l a v e  Law o f  1850, th e  S o u t h ' s  demands f o r  th e  e x t e n s i o n  

o f  s l a v e r y ,  t h e  Dred S c o t t  d e c i s i o n  o f  1857, t h e  d e n i a l  

o f  e q u a l  s u f f r a g e ,  l e g a l  and s o c i a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  and 

v e r b a l  c a l u m i n a t i o n s  c o n v in c e d  th o u sa n d s  o f  American 

b l a c k s  t o  s e e k  d i g n i t y  away from t h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  s h o r e s .  

I n t e r e s t  i n  m i g r a t i o n  t o  Canada ,  A f r i c a  o r  t h e  C a r ib b e a n  

was n o t  a new t h i n g  in  1860, s i n c e  e v e r y  b l a c k  g e n e r a t i o n  

i n  p r e - C i v i l  War A m erica  h a d  t o  c o n te n d  w i t h  i t .  Most 

A fro -A m e r ica n s  w ere  opposed  t o  e m i g r a t i o n  and c o l o n i ­

z a t i o n ,  b u t  f o r  some i t  o f f e r e d  hope f o r  a new l i f e . 55

I n  I860, a b la c k  m i n o r i t y  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  

t h e  r e c e n t l y  formed A f r i c a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  S o c i e t y  w hich

5 ^The P r i n c i p i a , J a n u a r y  7, 14 ,  1864. For  an 
a c c o u n t  o f  Negrophobism among t h e  I r i s h  s e e  W i l l i s t o n  
H. L o f t o n ,  " N o r t h e r n  L abor  and th e  Negro D uring  th e  
C i v i l  W ar ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  N egro  H i s t o r y .  XXXIV. 3 f J u l v .  
1 9 4 9 ) ,  254 -2 7 7 :

55Aptheker, A Documentary History of the Negro 
People..,, I ,  471 -4 7 7 :  Leon Litwack. NortH" of Slavery.
(THicago. 1961) Forrest G. Wood. Black Scare, fBerkeley. 
1 9 7 0 ) .
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was l e d  by Henry H ig h la n d  G a r n e t ,  D a n ie l  Payne and M a r t in  

D e lany .  P ro p o s i n g  t o  c i v i l i z e  and C h r i s t i a n i z e  A f r i c a ,  

t h e  s o c i e t y  hoped  t o  g iv e  d i g n i t y  t o  th e  A f r i c a n  r a c e  in  

t h e  d i a s p o r a .  In March 1861 i t  d e c id e d  t h a t  Garnet  s h o u l d  

t a k e  a s e l e c t  group t o  Y o ru b a la n d  ( N i g e r i a )  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  

o f  s e t t l e m e n t .  I t  was recommended t h a t  $10 ,000  be r a i s e d  

t o  c o v e r  t h e  ex p e n se s  f o r  tw e n ty  s e t t l e r s .

Both  L i b e r i a ,  a b l a c k  r e p u b l i c  s i n c e  1846 ,  and 

Y o ru b a la n d  w ere  rem ote  a r e a s  w i t h  a h o s t i l e  c l i m a t e  t h a t  

w o u ld  a t  b e s t  a t t r a c t  o n ly  a few h u n d red  e m ig ra n t s  a n n u a l l y .  

However ,  in  t h e  w e s t e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  H a i t i  b e c k o n e d ,  and 

th o u s a n d s  o f  N o r th  American  b l a c k s  gave s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t  

t o  e m i g r a t i n g  t h e r e .  In  1859 F ab re  G e f f r a r d ,  m i l i t a r y  

h e r o  o f  t h e  w ars  w i t h  th e  Dominican R e p u b l i c ,  o v e r th r e w  

t h e  reg im e  o f  Emperor F a u s t i n  I and i n s t a l l e d  h i m s e l f  

as p r e s i d e n t  f o r  l i f e .  The n a t i o n a l i s t i c  H a i t i a n  o f f e r e d  

t o  pay t h e  ex p e n se s  o f  a l l  NegToes ,  M u la t to e s  and I n d i a n s  

from N o r th  A m er ica  who w i s h e d  t o  come t o  h i s  i s l a n d  as 

a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s , 57

W hile  A fro -A m er ican s  d e b a t e d  th e  p r o s  and cons o f  

G e f f r a r d * s  o f f e r ,  The World w r o t e ,  ’’The o n ly  hope o f  a 

b r i g h t  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e  c o l o r e d  r a c e  i s  i n  an exodus t o

^ Constitution of the African Civilization Society 
. . . , (New Haven, 1661) , T73,4,6,7,6. Earl Ofari, *rLet 
Your Motto Be Resistance," The Life and Thoughts of Henry 
Highland Garnet. (Boston, 1972), 71-lu2,

57james R e d p a th ,  A Guide t o  H a i t i . ( B o s t o n ,  1 8 6 1 ) ,  3.



some c o u n t ry  w here  t h e  c o n t r a s t  o f  c o l o r  w i l l  n o t  e x i s t  

t o  c ru sh  o u t  th e  a s p i r i n g s  o f  t h e  s o u l . ” The New York 

Times c o n s i d e r e d  H a i t i  t o  be  a p a r a d i s e  f o r  b l a c k s ;  a 

p l a c e  "w here  w h i t e  men g e t  t h e  k i c k s  and n e g r o e s  th e  

ca n d y - -w h e re  t h e  b l a c k  man g e t s  t h e  o y s t e r  and th e  w h i t e  

man the  s h e l l . " 5 8  a v o c a l  m i n o r i t y  o f  w h i t e s  and b l a c k s  

v iewed H a i t i  as a p l a c e  where  c o t t o n ,  t o b a c c o  and sugar  

c o u ld  be  grown in  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s l a v e  

s t a t e s . 59

D e s p i t e  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  f r e e  p a s s a g e ,  t h r e e  

a c r e s  o f  f r e e  l a n d ,  m i l i t a r y  e x e m p t i o n ,  r e l i g i o u s  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  f reedom  and t h e  r i g h t  t o  form t h e i r  own 

co m m u n i t i e s ,  m ost  b l a c k s  w ere  r e l u c t a n t  t o  d e p a r t  f o r  

H a i t i .  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g l a s s ,  Henry H ig h la n d  G a rn e t  and 

James McCune Sm ith  p l a y e d  m a jo r  r o l e s  i n  t h e  d e b a t e .  

D o u g la s s ,  who o p posed  mass m i g r a t i o n ,  c a u t i o n e d  b l a c k s  

to  rem ain  in  A m erica  t o  combat th e  i n j u s t i c e s  o f  r a c i a l  

o p p r e s s i o n  and s l a v e r y .  B i t t e r l y ,  D oug lass  announced 

i n  1861 t h a t  he  was " n o t  an E m i g r a t i o n i s t . " 60

G a r n e t ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  

S o c i e t y ,  who r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t r y i n g  t o  

c r e a t e  an i n t e r e s t  i n  A f r i c a ,  q u i c k l y  gave h i s  a t t e n t i o n

S^The W o r ld , O c to b e r  10 ,  1860. New York T im es ,

59Weekly A n g l o - A f r i c a n ,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  23 
1861 R e d p a th ,  A Guide t o  H a i t i . 174-175

bODouelass* M o n th ly .  I fMay 1859) . 68 .  I l l  
( J a n u a r y  lUffl) , '  386. I l f  (March 1 8 6 1 ) ,  420,  IV 
( J u l y  1 8 6 1 ) .  484.



t o  th e  H a i t i a n  movement. H a i t i  r e p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  

o r a t o r  a p l a c e  where  a " n e g ro  n a t i o n a l i t y "  c o u ld  

b lo s s o m .  G arn e t  a t t a c k e d  th e  a n t i - e m i g r a t i o n i s t s  

as  d e s i r o u s  o f  s e e i n g  q u a l i f i e d  b l a c k  men and women 

r em a in  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  as t h e  " d r u d g e s  and me­

n i a l s  o f  w h i t e  men who w i l l  n o t  employ o r  work w i t h  

t h e m . " 61

James McCune S m i th ,  g r a d u a t e  o f  the  U n iv e r ­

s i t y  o f  Glasgow and fo rm e r  e d i t o r  o f  The C o lo re d  

A m er ican ,  was e m b i t t e r e d  by  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n i s t s * 

d e s i r e  t o  l e a v e  America and t h e i r  s l a v e  b r o t h e r s .

The n o t e d  p h y s i c i a n  c r i t i c i z e d  G a rn e t  and h i s  s u p ­

p o r t e r s .  "F o r  my p a r t , "  w ro te  S m i th ,  " I  a sk  t o  be  

e x c u s e d  from e m i g r a t i n g  e i t h e r  t o  A bbeoku ta  ( N i g e r i a )  

o r  H a i t i . . . . "  Smith  c h a s t i s e d  G a rn e t  f o r  " a d v i s i n g  

/ p e o p l § 7  t o  go t o  H a i t i  /B e c a u s e ?  y o u  d i r e c t  them 

t o  s i n k  low er"  i n s t e a d  o f  aming h i g h e r .  "Shake y o u r ­

s e l f  f r e e  from t h e s e  m i g r a t i n g  p h a n t a s m s , "  adm onished  

S m i th ,  / a n d 7  do n o t . . . l e a v e  an e a r n e s t  and d e v o te d  

p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  a l e a d e r . " 62

61Weekly Anglo- A f r i c a n . J a n u a r y  19 ,  1861. For  
s i m i l a r  views from o t h e r s  s e e  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  14 ,  A p r i l  20 ,
1861 i s s u e s .  My a r t i c l e  " A fro -A m er ica n  E m ig r a t io n  t o  
H a i t i  D ur ing  t h e  American C i v i l  War" w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  th e  
J u l y  19 78 The A m er icas .



E v e n t u a l l y  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  e v e n t s  dampened

th e  s p i r i t  o f  " H a i t i a n  f e v e r " ,  and o n ly  a b o u t  2 ,500  

A fro -A m er ican s  from m a in ly  t h e  e a s t e r n  s e a b o a r d  

e m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  i s l a n d .  Numerous n e g a t i v e  l e t t e r s  

s e n t  b a c k  t o  America  by  d i s s a t i s f i e d  s e t t l e r s ,  t h e  

i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  H a i t i a n  o f f i c i a l s  t o  q u i c k l y  s u r v e y  

l a n d ,  th e  e n d in g  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  W a s h in g to n ,  D. C . , 

and th e  p r e l i m i n a r y  E m a n c ip a t io n  P r o c l a m a t i o n  p r o ­

v i d e d  many b l a c k s  w i t h  a renewed f a i t h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  The t o t a l  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  l i e  a Vache e x ­

p e r i m e n t  c o n v in c e d  many t h a t  i t  w ould  b e  a m i s t a k e  

t o  l e a v e  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  In  1862 B e r n a r d  Kock 

s o u g h t  t o  c o n v in c e  L in c o ln  t o  a l lo w  him t o  " s e t t l e "  

c o n t r a b a n d s  on t h e  s m a l l  i s l a n d  l e a s e d  t o  h im  by 

H a i t i .  The p r e s i d e n t  d e c l i n e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  Kock, 

b u t  he a c c e p t e d  t h e  o f f e r  o f  two New York m e r c h a n t s ,  

P a u l  S .  Forbes  and C h a r l e s  K. Tuckerm an,  t o  s e t t l e
A s

f o rm e r  s l a v e s  a t  l i e  a Vache.  They h i r e d  Kock t o  be  

th e  m anager  o f  th e  i s l a n d ,  b u t  many d i e d  o f  d i s e a s e s  

and l a c k  o f  s h e l t e r .

For  S m i t h ’s remark s e e  Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n . 
J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  1861. W i l l i s  D. Boyd, ‘' Jam es Re dp a th  and . 
American Negro C o l o n i z a t i o n  i n  H a i t i ,  1 8 6 0 -1 8 6 2 ,"  The 
A m e r ic a s ,  XII  ( O c t o b e r ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  16 9 -1 8 2 .  For  examples 
o f  p ro b le m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  H a i t i a n  E m i g r a t i o n  
Movement s e e  C o r re sp o n d e n ce  o f  James R e d p a t n . . .December 

•  ̂ m a n u s c r i p t ,  scnomburg



In  th e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 's  New York b l a c k s  w ere  

v e r b a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  a b u s e d ;  th e y  were  v i c t i ­

m ized  by  l e g a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  and economic p r i v a t i o n s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  f o u g h t  b a c k  in  v a r i o u s  w a y s ,  

a l b e i t  p e a c e f u l  o n e s ,  t o  show t h a t  A m erica  was 

t h e i r s  as much as i t  was a n y o n e ' s .  Some s o u g h t  t o  

e s c a p e  from r a c i s m  by  m i g r a t i n g  from A m e r ic a ' s  

s h o r e s ,  b u t  t h i s  p ro v e d  t o  be a f u t i l e  m e asu re  as 

m ost  p r e f e r r e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  t h e y  knew 

i n s t e a d  o f  lo o k in g  f o r  a p a n a c e a  in  fa raw ay  l a n d s .  

R e s i s t a n c e  became t h e i r  m o t to  t o  overcome r a c i s m  

w h e t h e r  i t  a p p e a r e d  in  a l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  w ould  

n o t  a l lo w  them th e  v o te  on e q u a l  t e r m s ,  o r  i n  a 

governm en t  t h a t  w ould  n o t  a c c e p t  them , as s o l d i e r s ,  

t o  h e l p  d e f e n d  t h e  U n i o n . ^

63B e r n a r d  Kock t o  A. L i n c o l n ,  O c to b e r  1 ,  1862 ,  
R o b e r t  Todd L in c o ln  P a p e r s  (W ash in g to n ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  s e r  1 ,  
n o s .  18665 6 l879y on m i c r o f i l m ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y .  
New York H e r a l d . March 2 2 ,  1864 P. J .  S t a u d e n r a u s ,  The 
A f r i c a n  Col o n i z a t i o n  Movement 1816-1865 ,  (New Y ork ,  
l * ) 6 l j .  2T7. R e p o r t  on C o l o n i z a t i o n  and E m i g r a t i o n  Made 
t o  t h e  S e c , o f  t h e  iH T e r i o r  by th e  "Agent o f  E m i g r a t i o n . 
■(Washington,~T5. t . , 1 8 6 2 ) ,  2TP21.

6 4 j 0hn Hope F r a n k l i n ,  From S l a v e r y  t o  Freedom. 
4 th  e d . , (New Y o rk ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  187":



CHAPTER I I

THE STRUGGLE TO RAISE BLACK REGIMENTS 
IN NEK YORK STATE, 1861-1864

R e ce n t  h i s t o r i a n s  hav e  d e v o te d  many p ages  to  

th e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  b l a c k s  i n t o  t h e  Union Army. Yet 

l i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  a b o u t  th e  r e g im e n t s  r a i s e d  

i n  t h e  Empire  S t a t e . ® 5 Both  th e  f e d e r a l  government 

and t h e  S t a t e  o f  New Y o rk ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  d i s p l a y e d  e i t h e r  

i n d i f f e r e n c e  o r  h o s t i l i t y ,  o r  b o t h ,  t o  th e  s u g g e s t i o n  

o f  u s i n g  b l a c k  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  f i g h t  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y .

L a t e r ,  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  em ana ted  e s p e c i a l l y  from Albany 

i n  th e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  D em o cra t ic  g o v e r n o r ,  H o r a t i o  

Seymour,

The f i r i n g  on F o r t  Sum ter  in  A p r i l ,  1861,  was 

v iew ed  by  many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  as a s i g n  from God t h a t  

th e  end  o f  s l a v e r y  was n e a r .  S u r e l y  th e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  

t h e  f e d e r a l  governm ent  w ould  use  t h e  w ar  t o  e m a n c ip a te  

t h e  s l a v e s .  W i th in  a few days o f  th e  o u t b r e a k  o f  

h o s t i l i t i e s ,  N o r t h e r n  b l a c k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  many in  New 

Y o rk ,  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Union.  Bu t  l e s s

®5R ecen t  h i s t o r i a n s  who have  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  b l a c k  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  th e  C i v i l  War b u t  on ly  to u c h  b r i e f l y  on 
th e  e f f o r t s  t o  r a i s e  r e g im e n t s  i n  New York i n c l u d e  James 
M cPherson ,  The Negro*s C i v i l  War (New Y o rk ,  1 9 6 5 ) ;  Dudley  
C o r n i s h ,  The^STabie Arm:f leg ro  Troops i n  th e  Union Army. 
1861- 1865~nTew y o r K T H R s b j ; and b e n ja m in  Q u a r l e s . " TTTe 
d e g r o  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War ( B o s to n ,  1953) .



t h a n  a f o r t n i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  F o r t  S u m te r ,  th e  

p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  New York C i t y  p r e v e n t e d  A f r o - -  

Americans from m e e t in g  on t h e  grounds t h a t  th e  m e e t in g  

"m ig h t  l e a d  t o  some u n p l e a s a n t n e s s  i n  New York as w e l l  

as  e x a s p e r a t e  t h e  S o u t h , "  A few days l a t e r  t h e  Weekly 

A ng lo - A f r i c a n  a s k e d ,  "Have We A War P o l i c y ? "  The e d i t o r  

s t r e s s e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  m u s t  a s s i s t  t h e i r  s l a v e  b r o t h e r s ,  

b u t  "no  G overnor  w ou ld  a l lo w  c o l o r e d  s o l d i e r s  t o  m u s t e r  

i n t o  s e r v i c e  and i f  he  d i d ,  t h e  G e n e ra l  Government w ould  

r e j e c t  su ch  a i d . "  T h e r e f o r e ,  he  c o n c lu d e d ,  th e  p a p e r ' s  

p h i l o s o p h y  " i s  a g a i n s t  th e  p o l i c y . . . / o £ 7  o r g a n i z / i n g 7  

v o l u n t e e r  c o m p a n ie s . "  I n s t e a d ,  he a s s e r t e d ,  " l e t  u s . . .  

o r g a n i z e  f o r  m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s . . . p r o c u r e  a rm s ,  and h o l d  

o u r s e l v e s  as M inu te  Men t o  r e sp o n d  when th e  s l a v e  c a l l s . " 6 6

On May 1 ,  1861,  b l a c k s  in  New York C i t y  met t o  

d i s c u s s  a r e s o l u t i o n ,  " t h a t  we t e n d e r  o u r  s e r v i c e s  t o  th e  

G overnor  (Edwin D. Morgan) o f  t h i s  S t a t e ,  t o  s e r v e  d u r in g  

t h e  w a r ,  e i t h e r  as f i r e m e n . . . t o  a c t  as a  Home G uard ,  o r  

t o  go S o u t h ,  i f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  be  r e q u i r e d . "6 ?

The a s s e m b le d  body  d e f e a t e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  r a i s e  t r o o p s  

w o u ld  be  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  s t a t e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some b e ­

gan t o  d r i l l  in  a p r i v a t e l y  h i r e d  h a l l  u n t i l  t h e  c h i e f

^ T h e  Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n . A p r i l  2 7 ,  May 11 ,  1861.

6 ?The P in e  and  Palm ( B o s t o n ) ,  May 2 5 ,  1861 ,  q u o te d  
i n  M cPherson,  Negro'Ts ^ C i v i l  War,  30.
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o f  p o l i c e  w arned  t h a t  "h e  co u ld  n o t  p r o t e c t . t h e m  from 

p o p u l a r  i n d i g n a t i o n  and a s s a u l t . "68

L a t e r  in  t h e  summer, t h e  Weekly A nglo- A f r i c a n  

a l t e r e d  i t s  uncom prom is ing  view and t o l d  i t s  r e a d e r s  

t o  s e i z e  arms and t o  p r e p a r e  t h e m s e lv e s  f o r  t h e  g o v e rn ­

m e n t ’s c a l l .  The w ar  was more th an  j u s t  a w h i t e  m an 's  

w a r ,  t h e  p a p e r  a r g u e d ,  f o r  t h e  " f a t e  / o f  b l a c k s /  hangs  

upon i t s  i s s u e s . "  "The S ou th  must be s u b j u g a t e d , "  w arned  

th e  e d i t o r ,  " o r  / T r e e  b l a c k s 7  s h a l l  be  e n s l a v e d . "69

F r e d e r i c k  D o u g l a s s ,  b o l d l y  in fo rm e d  th e  n a t i o n  how 

b e s t  t o  end th e  w a r .  In an e d i t o r i a l ,  he w r o t e ,  "LET THE 

SLAVES AND FREE COLORED PEOPLE BE CALLED INTO SERVICE AND 

FORMED INTO A LIBERATING ARMY." D o u g las s  deemed i t  f o o l i s h  

f o r  t h e  Union t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i g h t  t h e  C o n fe d e ra c y  w i th  one 

hand .  He a s k e d ,  "why does t h e  Government r e j e c t  t h e  n e g ro ?

I s  he n o t  a man? Can he n o t  w i e l d  a sw ord ,  f i r e  a gun, 

march and .  . . o b e y  o r d e r s  l i k e  any o t h e r  / ’f ro i r i7 . . • t h e  S t a t e  

o f  New York?"^®

W hile  t h e  war c o n t i n u e d  t o  go b a d l y  f o r  th e  Union ,  

i n d i v i d u a l  w h i t e s  and b l a c k s  s e n t  l e t t e r s  and t e l e g r a m s  to

68Horace G ree ley ,  The American C o n f l i c t : A H is to ry
of  the G reat  R ebe l l ion  in  " th 'e~united S ta t e s  of America, 1860-
~5T ( 2 v o i s . ,  H a r t f o r d , TS’6 4 -6 6 ) , i l , 514-515.

69The Weekly A ng lo - A f r i c a n , A ugus t  2 4 ,  S ep tem ber  14,
1861, q u o te d  i n  M cPherson,  N e g r o ' s  C i v i l  War, 30-31 .

70p o u gi a s s ’ M o n th ly , I I I  (May 1 8 6 1 ) ,  451, and IV 
(S ep tem b e r  l § 6 l j , 516.
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t o  Albany and W ash ing ton  r e q u e s t i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r a i s e  

b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s .  On J u l y  2 6 ,  1861, R o b e r t  Crowley w ro t e  

t o  G overnor  Edwin D, Morgan t h a t  " t h r e e  c o l o r e d  r e g i m e n t s ,  

armed and e q u ip p e d ,  r ead y  f o r  im m ed ia te  s e r v i c e ,  and to  

be  s u s t a i n e d  th ro u g h  th e  w ar  a t  p r i v a t e  e x p e n s e "  a r e  

w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  g overnm en t  t h r o u g h  th e  S t a t e  o f  

New York.  Morgan t u r n e d  down t h e  o f f e r  on th e  g rounds 

t h a t  t h e r e  was "no  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e n r o l l  c o l o r e d  m en ."  A 

t w e n t y - f i v e  f o o t  s c r o l l  c o n t a i n i n g  400 s i g n a t u r e s  o f  

New Y orke rs  c a l l i n g  f o r  b l a c k  e n l i s t m e n t  was s e n t  t o  

L i n c o l n . 71

While  Morgan was d e n y in g  C row ley ’ s o f f e r ,

L in c o ln  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  from New York C i t y  s i g n e d  

by R. H. Vandyne and o t h e r s .  They i n q u i r e d  i f  th e  

governm ent  would a c c e p t  b l a c k  t r o o p s  t o  q u e l l  t h e  r e ­

b e l l i o n .  La te  i n  A u g u s t ,  a c o r r e s p o n d e n t  from D u n k i rk ,

New Y ork ,  w ro te  t o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War,  Simon Cameron, 

a s k in g  him i f  he w ould  a c c e p t  " a  r e g im e n t  o f  f r e e  c o l o r e d  

p e o p l e  from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n . "  Edward Vernon o f  New York 

C i t y  in fo rm e d  th e  s e c r e t a r y  on S ep tem b er  17 ,  t h a t  " a  

B la c k  Regiment from t h i s  c i t y  c o u ld  be  p u t  i n t o  th e  

f i e l d  i n  t h i r t y  d a y s .  W i l l  y o u  be k i n d  enough t o  i n ­

form me o f  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  on th e  s u b j e c t . "  Cameron

71Elon A, Woodward, comp., The Negro in the 
Military Service of the United States, 163 -̂ llHftj (8 
vols., Washington, D. C . , 18dS) , 1 1 ,  813. Frederick 
Phisterer, comp., New York in the War of the Rebellion. 
1861 to 1865 (3rd e37, 6 voTs*. ? Albany, l91Z)“ 1, 22 
Theundated scroll is located m the New-York Historical 
Society.
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w ro te  b a c k ,  " I . . . s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  be  made 

t o  G overnor  Morgan, who has  c h a rg e  o f  th e  whole  s u b j e c t  

i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  New Y o r k . " 72

S in c e  no  s t a t e  was r a i s i n g  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s  i n  

1861, Governor  Morgan f e l t  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  r e s i d e d  

i n  t h e  W hite  House.  L i n c o l n ’s o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  was t h a t  

t h e  war  was b e i n g  f o u g h t  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  Union .  Thus 

i t  was a q u a r r e l  be tw een  w h i t e s  o n l y .  The commander 

i n  c h i e f  h ad  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  th ro u g h  th e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  w a r ,  

r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  n o n w h i te  v o l u n t e e r s .  P e rh ap s  he 

opposed  t h e  arming o f  f r e e  b l a c k s  b e c a u s e  he f e a r e d  t h a t  

t h e y  w ou ld  make p o o r  s o l d i e r s .  He t o l d  a d e l e g a t i o n  from 

C h icag o :  " I f  we were t o  arm th e n  / t h e  s l a v e d ,  I f e a r

t h a t  i n  a few weeks t h e  arms w ould  be  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

t h e  r e b e l s . "72 L in c o ln  may have  h ad  n o n s l a v e s  i n  mind 

a l s o .

Y e t ,  w i t h i n  two y e a r s  he w ould  n o t  o n ly  i s s u e  

a p r o c l a m a t i o n  t o  end s l a v e r y  b u t  w ou ld  c a l l  f o r  t h e  u se  

o f  s l a v e  s o l d i e r s  t o  end  t h e  r e b e l l i o n .  Like o t h e r  

p o l i t i c i a n s  and o p in io n  makers  i n  t h e  M id w es t ,  L in c o ln

72jjegro in  th e  M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e ,  I I ,  815,  820,
822 ,  823. ----------------

73P h i l i p  Van Doren S t e r n ,  e d . ,  The L i f e  and 
W r i t i n g s  o f  Abraham L in c o ln  (New Y o rk ,  1 9 4 0 ) ,  722V
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be tw een  1861 and t h e  i s s u i n g  o f  t h e  E m a n c ip a t io n  

P r o c l a m a t i o n  h ad  t o  w r e s t l e  w i th  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  

o r  n o t  t h e  w ar  s h o u l d  t a k e  on t h e  e x t r a  d im en s io n  o f
7  A

d e s t r o y i n g  s l a v e r y .  By the  f a l l  o f  1861, t h e  c h i e f  

e x e c u t i v e  was o f  th e  view t h a t  n o t h i n g  s h o u l d  be  done 

t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  d e l i c a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t i n g  b e tw een  

t h e  b o r d e r  s t a t e s  and t h e  Union ,  A f t e r  G e n e ra l  J o h n  

C. Frem ont d e c l a r e d  m a r t i a l  law in  M i s s o u r i ,  L in c o ln  

w r o t e  t o  him r e g a r d i n g  th e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  i n  a p r i v a t e  

and c o n f i d e n t i a l  l e t t e r :  " I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  c l o s i n g

p a r a g r a p h ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o , . . l i b e r a t i n g  s l a v e s  o f  

t r a i t o r o u s  o w n e rs ,  w i l l  a la rm  o u r  S o u th e r n  Union 

f r i e n d s ,  and t u r n  them a g a i n s t  u s - - p e r h a p s  r u i n  o u r  

f a i r  p r o s p e c t  f o r  K e n tu c k y ,” H is  s e r i o u s  to n e  d i d  n o t  

im p ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  he was t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  e m a n c i p a t i o n .  

On A p r i l  16 ,  1862 ,  he s i g n e d  a b i l l  a b o l i s h i n g  s l a v e r y  

i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Co lum bia ,  I n  th e  m essage  t o  Con­

g r e s s  he s t a t e d ,  ” 1 have n e v e r  d o u b te d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  c o n g r e s s  t o  a b o l i s h  s l a v e r y  i n  t h i s  D i s t r i c t ;  

and  I have  e v e r  d e s i r e d  t o  see  th e  n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  f r e e d  

from th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  some s a t i s f a c t o r y  w a y . ” D u r in g  

th e  summer o f  1862 ,  he a p p e a l e d  t o  b o r d e r  s t a t e  r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e s  t o  v o te  f o r  com pensa ted  e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  and on

~que V o e g e l i ,  F ree  But Not E q u a l : The Midwest 
and t h e  Negro D u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  War ^C h icag o ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  s e e  
C h a p te r  iV o ;  Hans L, T r e f o u s s e ,  The R a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s  
(New Y ork ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  169 ,  177 ,  1 8 2 ,“ Z T l i  2T87



J u l y  2 2 ,  1862,  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  h i s  c a b i n e t  t h e  f i r s t  

d r a f t  o f  th e  E m a n c ip a t io n  P r o c l a m a t i o n .  I t  was p e r ­

haps  a t  t h a t  m e e t i n g  t h a t  he  i s s u e d  h i s  "Memorandum 

on R e c r u i t i n g  N e g r o e s , "  i n  which  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 

had  no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  r e c r u i t i n g  among f r e e  b l a c k s  or  

among s l a v e s  o f  " l o y a l  owners w i t h  t h e i r  c o n s e n t . "  

S e v e r a l  weeks l a t e r ,  L in c o l n  w arned  a group from I n ­

d i a n a  t h a t  the  arm ing  o f  " t h e  n e g r o e s  would t u r n

50,000 b a y o n e t s  from t h e  l o y a l  B o r d e r  S t a t e s  a g a i n s t  

us t h a t  w ere  f o r  u s . "  D e s p i t e  t h i s  s o b e r  comment, 

t h e  p r e s i d e n t  was q u i e t l y  a s s e s s i n g  h i s  s t r e n g t h .

He c o n v in c e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  Midwest t h a t  

e m a n c i p a t i o n  w ou ld  n o t  l e a d  t o  a mass n o r t h e r n  m ig r a ­

t i o n  o f  f r e e d m e n .  By J a n u a r y  1 ,  1863 ,  L in c o ln  was 

n o t  o n ly  c o m m it ted  t o  e m a n c i p a t i o n  b u t  t o  t h e  r a i s ­

i n g  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s  t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  r e b e l l i o n .

New York  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  by the  

p r o c l a m a t i o n  and  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  b l a c k  

t r o o p s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  The fo rm e r  Know-Nothing 

l e a d e r ,  D a n ie l  U l lm an ,  w ro te  t o  G overno r  John  Andrew 

o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  on F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1863 t h a t  he was 

s e c r e t l y  r e c r u i t i n g  i n  M an h a t tan  " a  h u n d red  o r  more

75Roy P .  B a s l e r ,  e d . , The C o l l e c t e d  Works o f  
Abraham L in c o l n  (9 v o l s . ,  New Brunswick, N. J . f 19TT-
5577' TV,” 5TO'; V, 192,  317-319 , 338,  356-357 ;  V o e g e l i ,
Free  B ut  Not E q u a l . Ch. 2 ,  p a s s i m : Jo h n  Hope F r a n k l i n ,  
The E m a n c ip a t io n  P r o c l a m a t i o n  ( h a r d e n  C i t y ,  New York 
1963j . p a s s i m ."""
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c o l o r e d  men who can r e a d  and w r i t e ,  t o  a c t  as S e r ­

g e a n t s . "  U llm an,  f e a r f u l  o f  a h o s t i l e  r e a c t i o n  from 

w h i t e s ,  a d d ed ,  " I  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  be a l t h o g e t h e r  

n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h i s  movement s h o u l d  n o t  be known t o
7  fkt h e  p u b l i c . "  Meanwhile  L in c o l n  was coming more 

t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  b l a c k s  w ere  n o t  o n ly  

n ee d ed  as s u p p o r t  t r o o p s  b u t  c o u l d  p ro v e  t o  be t h e  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  weapon n e e d e d  t o  end  t h e  w ar  q u i c k l y .

In  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  l e t t e r  t o  G overnor  Andrew Jo h n so n  

o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  who h a d  r e p o r t e d l y  e x p r e s s e d  th o u g h t s  

a b o u t  r a i s i n g  a b l a c k  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  L in c o l n  s t a t e d :

"The c o l o r e d  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  t h e  g r e a t  a v a i l a b l e ,  and 

y e t  u n a v a i l e d  o f ,  f o r c e  f o r  r e s t o r i n g  th e  Union,  The 

b a r e  s i g h t  o f  50 ,000  armed and d r i l l e d  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  

upon t h e  banks  o f  th e  M i s s i s s i p p i  w ould  end t h e  r e ­

b e l l i o n  a t  o n c e . " ^

A lth o u g h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s e n t i m e n t  i n  W ashington  

f a v o r e d  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s ,  g o v e rn o r s  

w ere  s t i l l  i n  c h a rg e  o f  v o l u n t e e r  q u o t a s .  I f  a R e p u b l i ­

can had  been  i n  o f f i c e  i n  New York S t a t e ,  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  

o f  b l a c k s  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  have  gone s m o o th ly .  D e m o c ra t ic

76Negro i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e . I l l ,  1115.

77 jhe  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n : A C o m p i la t io n  o f
th e  O f f i c i a l  Recorcts o f  ' t h e 'U n i o n  and C o n f e d e ra te  A rm ie s . 
3 rd  s e r .  (.5 v o l s . ,  W a sE in g to n ,  ii. C . , 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 U i j , i l l ,
103.
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c a n d i d a t e  H o r a t i o  Seymour,  h o w ev e r ,  won th e  b i t t e r l y  

fo u g h t  e l e c t i o n  o f  1862. R e p u b l i c a n s  v iewed  him as 

a s y m p a t h i z e r  w i t h  J e f f e r s o n  Davis  and b e l i e v e d  t h a t
7 0

" e v e r y  v o t e  g iv e n  f o r  Seymour i s  a v o t e  f o r  t r e a s o n . ” 

Seymour was n o t  immune t o  th e  s t r o n g  N eg ro p h o b ic  views 

o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s D em o c ra ts .  T h u s ,  i n  e a r l y  1863, Seymour 

was u n w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  n o n w h i te  r e c r u i t s .

C o g n iz a n t  o f  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  F r e d e r i c k  Douglass  

i n  h i s  famous e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d ,  "Men o f  C o l o r ,  t o  

Arms!" u r g e d  New York b l a c k s  t o  go t o  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  where  

th e y  c o u ld  e n l i s t  t o  f i g h t  f o r  th e  l i b e r t y  o f  t h e  g o v e rn ­

ment and o f  th e  s l a v e s .

S t i l l  h o p in g  f o r  f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  c o r r e ­

s p o n d e n ts  s e n t  l e t t e r s  o f  i n q u i r y  t o  t h e  War D ep a r tm en t .

In  A p r i l ,  Henry  M. Herman, a m a jo r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

V o l u n t e e r s ,  in fo rm e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Edwin M. S t a n t o n  

t h a t  a f t e r  s i x  weeks o f  r e c r u i t i n g ,  t w e n t y - f o u r  h u n d red  

b l a c k s  w ere  e n r o l l e d  as s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  F i r s t  B r ig a d e  o f  

th e  New York S t a t e  C o l o r e d  V o l u n t e e r s  and  were  a w a i t i n g  

governm ent  r e c o g n i t i o n .  At t h i s  p o i n t  i n  th e  s t r u g g l e ,

78yhe New York Herald. October 9 ,  1862 ,  quoted 
in De Alva“”37 TTTexander. A Political History of the 
State of New York (4 volsT, fJew York, 1906-23T7 TTT,
43-44. See also Sidney D. Brummer, Political History 
of New York State During the Period o±J theTivil War, 
Columbia University Studies in History, Economics and 
TPuB'li'cTawr 'io:' 103 (New"YorFT 19117, 22TT7-------------------

^ D o u g l a s s  t M o n th ly . V (March 1 8 6 3 ) ,  801.



o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  to o k  o v e r  i n  the  form o f  

t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P ro m o t in g  C o l o re d  V o l u n t e e r s .

On May 3, 1863, a com m ittee  was formed t o  meet  w i t h  

L in c o ln  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  f a c i l i t i e s  w ould  be  e x t e n d ­

ed by th e  War D epar tm en t  tow ard  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  

b l a c k  t r o o p s  in  New Y ork .  The com m it tee  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  Edward G i l b e r t ,  D e x te r  F a i r b a n k s ,  James F a i rm an ,  

and Lewis F r a n c i s - - a l l  p r o m i n e n t  w h i t e  New Y o rk e r s .  

They met w i t h  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and  p r e s e n t e d  him w i t h  

a m em oria l  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and m u s t e r ­

in g  o f  t e n  th o u s a n d  t r o o p s  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  

M ajor  G e n e ra l  John  F rem ont .  Among t h e  m e m o r i a l ' s  

s i g n e r s  w ere  H orace  G r e e l e y ,  W i l l i a m  C u l l e n  B r y a n t ,  

and P e t e r  Cooper ,  a l l  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  New Y o r k ' s  

s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s .

L i n c o l n ' s  r e p l y  was b r i e f  and  d i s a p p o i n t i n g :  

" T h a t  Governor  Seymour i s  G overnor  o f  a L oya l  S t a t e ,  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  Government d e c l i n e d  t o  a c t  i n  r e f e r e n c e  

t o  c o l o r e d  e n l i s t m e n t s  i n  t h a t  S t a t e  u n t i l  i t  c o u l d  

be shown t h a t  / f i e7 ,  u n d e r  h i s  own s i g n a t u r e ,  r e f u s e d  

t o  en c o u ra g e  v o l u n t e e r i n g  i n  t h a t  way."®* Aware

^ N e gro  in  t h e  M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e . I l l ,  1173; 
H enry  O ' R i e i l y , T T r s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  C o lo re d  Troops 
i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  New YorK t o  k i d  i n  S u p p r e s s i n g  th e  
ST aveF oT Sers ' K e U e T i m T  (NewTorTcT 1 8 5 7 ) 7 X  -----

® * 0 'R i e l l y , F i r s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  C o lo re d  
T r o o p s . 2 .



o f  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  u s i n g  A fro -A m er ican  t r o o p s ,

L in c o ln  was n o t  r e a d y  t o  c o n f r o n t  Seymour who con­

t r o l l e d  a k ey  s t a t e .

John F rem on t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  a b o r t e d  

a t t e m p t  a t  f r e e i n g  th e  s l a v e s  i n  M i s s o u r i ,  was a 

p o p u l a r  c h o ic e  as a commander o f  b l a c k  men. E a r l y  

i n  M arch,  a d e l e g a t i o n  o f  P o u g h k eep s ie  r e s i d e n t s  

h a d  gone t o  W ash ing ton  t o  o f f e r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,

L in c o ln  r e a d  a l e t t e r  from t h e  group  which  o f f e r e d  

" t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t e n  t h o u s a n d  o f  t h e  s a b l e  s o n s ,  c a l l e d  

t h e  Fremont L e g io n ,  t o  b e  l e d  t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  b a t t l e . "

A copy o f  th e  l e t t e r  was fo rw a r d e d  t o  Frem ont a s k i n g  

him t o  be " t h e  J o s h u a  t o  l e a d  us t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  b a t t l e .  

The g e n e r a l ,  q u i t e  c o n c e rn e d  t h a t  L i n c o l n  w o u ld  b lame 

him f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ' s  p r o s e ,  c o n f i d e d  t o  C h a r l e s  

Sumner t h a t  he h a d  r e j e c t e d  t h e  l e g i o n ' s  o f f e r  b e c a u s e  

he " d i s a p p r o v e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  o f  r a i s i n g  and s e n d i n g  t o  

t h e  f i e l d ,  c o l o r e d  t r o o p s  i n  s c a t t e r e d  and weak d e ­

ta c h m e n ts  . "82

T hroughou t  th e  summer o f  1863, Abraham L in c o ln  

was p u r s u i n g  a p o l i c y  t o  p u t  more fo rm e r  s l a v e s  i n t o  

u n i f o r m .  In  a l e t t e r  t o  S t a n t o n ,  d a t e d  J u l y  21 ,  he

^ W ashington  R e p u b l i c a n , March 18,  1863 ,  q u o te d  
i n  D o u g l a s s 1 MontfiTy. v iMarcn 1863) , 8 4 0 -4 1 ;  B a s l e r ,  
e d . , C o l l e c t e d  dories o f  L i n c o l n .  V I ,  243n.



w r o t e ,  " I  d e s i r e  t h a t  a renew ed and v i g o r o u s  e f f o r t  

be  made t o  r a i s e  c o l o r e d  f o r c e s  a lo n g  th e  s h o r e s  o f  

t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i . "  A s i m i l a r  n o t e  was f o rw a rd e d  t o  

G e n e ra l  U ly s s e s  S. G ra n t  on A ugus t  9 ,  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  

c o n c e r n in g  th e  r a i s i n g  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s ,  L in c o ln  a d d e d ,

" I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a r e s o u r c e  w h ic h ,  i f  v i g o r o u s l y  a p p l i e d  

now, w i l l  soon c l o s e  the  co n te s t . " ® '*  The p r e s i d e n t  was 

an x io u s  t o  end  t h e  w ar  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s .

Yet he p r e f e r r e d  t o  r e c r u i t  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  s t a t e s ,  

w here  he d id  n o t  have  t o  w o rry  a b o u t  p o w e r f u l  g o v e rn o r s  

l i k e  H o r a t i o  Seymour.

The s t r u g g l e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  New York as r e c r u i t e r s  

w ere  b e i n g  s h u n t e d  b ack  and f o r t h  b e tw een  W ash ing ton  and 

A lb an y .  In J u l y  o f  1863 ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P ro m o t in g  

C o lo re d  V o lu n te e r s  a s k e d  Seymour t o  a p p o i n t  C o lo n e l  

James Fairman t o  o r g a n i z e  b l a c k  v o l u n t e e r s .  On August  

13, a f t e r  weeks w i t h o u t  a r e p l y ,  Lewis F r a n c i s  in fo rm ed  

Seymour t h a t  " i f  C o lo n e l  James F a i rm a n ,  o r  any o t h e r  

known jto b e  In  sym pathy  w i t h  t h e  movement o f  u s i n g  C o lo re d  

T ro o p s . . . b e  a p p o i n t e d  by  you  t o  r e c r u i t  su ch  t r o o p s  a t  

l e a s t  f o u r  th o u s a n d  C o lo re d  V o l u n t e e r s  can be  r a i s e d  

i n  t h i s  S t a t e . "  Sm ith  R equa ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  c o n t a c t  

i n  A lb an y ,  w ro te  t o  Lewis F r a n c i s  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  " w a s . . .  

opposed  t o  t h e  whole  s y s t e m  o f  u s i n g  n e g ro  r e g i m e n t s . " 8^

83B a s l e r .  e d . . C o l l e c t e d  Works o f  L i n c o l n ,  VI 
34 2 ,3 7 4 .  ------------------------------------------------

ft AOH0 ' R i e l l y ,  F i r s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  C o l o r e d  T r o o p s .
2 - 3 ;  Negro i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e . I I I .  lbt>5, l b 6 7 ,  1668.



At t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s ,  why was 

Seymour so  n e g a t i v e ?  He was a g a i n s t  t h e  d r a f t  and 

s u r e l y  t h e  v o l u n t e e r i n g  o f  A fro -A m e r ica n s  w ou ld  e l i ­

m in a t e  o r  c u r t a i l  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  i n d u c t i o n  

i n  New Y ork .  But  l o c a l  and n a t i o n a l  D em ocra ts  h e l d  

r a c i s t  v i e w s ,  and H o r a t i o  Seymour was n o  e x c e p t i o n ,  

as a b r i e f  look a t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  i n d i c a t e s .

Upon r e c e i v i n g  th e  n o m in a t io n  f o r  g o v e r n o r  a t  t h e  

D e m o c ra t ic  s t a t e  co n v e n t io n  on S ep te m b er  10 ,  1862,  

h e  e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  Eman­

c i p a t i o n  P r o c l a m a t i o n :  "The scheme f o r  an immedi­

a t e  e m a n c ip a t io n  and g e n e r a l  a rm ing  o f  t h e  s l a v e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  th e  South  i s  a p r o p o s a l  f o r  th e  b u t c h e r y  

o f  women and c h i l d r e n ,  f o r  s c e n e s  o f  l u s t  and 

r a p i n e ,  o f  a r s o n  and murder  u n p a r a l l e l e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  w o r l d , "  Seymour b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s l a v e r y  was t h e  

b u s i n e s s  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s .  In  h i s  f i r s t  ann­

u a l  m essage  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  J a n u a r y  7 ,  186 3,  he 

w r o t e ,  "when th e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  a t  t h e  

Ex trem e S ou th  sa y  t h a t  Free and S l a v e  S t a t e s  c a n n o t  

e x i s t  t o g e t h e r . . . an d  when t h i s  i s  e c h o e d  from t h e  Ex­

t rem e  N o r th  by  th e  enemies o f  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b o t h  

p a r t i e s  s a y  th e y  c a n n o t ,  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  w i l l  n o t ,
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8 5r e s p e c t  t h e  laws and t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n . "

One can o n ly  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  he s y m p a th iz e d  w i t h  

th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  b e c a u s e  in  t h e  same m essage  

he a d d e d ,  "we must  r e s t o r e  ou r  Union as i t  was b e f o r e  

t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  w a r . "  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  

i n  h i s  s eco n d  a n n u a l  m e s s a g e ,  J a n u a r y  5 ,  1864 ,  Seymour 

made no m en t io n  o f  u s i n g  b l a c k  t r o o p s  t o  q u e l l  t h e  r e ­

b e l l i o n .  A le x a n d e r  J .  W a l l ,  one o f  Seym our’s b i o g r a p h e r s ,  

w r o t e  i n  1929 t h a t  the  g o v e rn o r  opposed  th e  u se  o f  

c o l o r e d  t r o o p s  b e c a u s e  " t h e  war  was n o t  one f o r  t h e  abo­

l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y "  and b e c a u s e  he knew " t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  t h e  N orth  w ould  n o t  c o n s e n t  t h a t  4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  f r e e  n e g r o e s  

s h o u l d  l i v e  in  t h e i r  m i d s t , "  W al l  n o t e d  to o  t h a t  " d u r in g  

t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months o f  1863 G overnor  Seymour d i d  e v e r y ­

t h i n g  i n  h i s  power t o  k e e p  up v o l u n t e e r  e n l i s t m e n t s  i n  th e  

s t a t e  o f  New Y o r k . " 86 T h a t  s t a t e m e n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  e x ­

a g g e r a t e d  i n  l i g h t  o f  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  b l a c k  r e c r u i t m e n t .

Due t o  Seym our 's  h o s t i l i t y  and  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  

c o o p e r a t e ,  e f f o r t s  a t  r a i s i n g  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s  i n c h e d  a l o n g .

8 ^Thomas Cook and Thomas Knox, P u b l i c  R e c o r d : I n ­
c l u d i n g  S peeches  , M e s s a g e s . P r o c l a m a t i o n s . "O f f i c i a l  Cor­
r e s p o n d e n c e  a n c f O th e r  P u b l i c  U t t e r a n c e s  o f  H o r a t i o  Seymour 
. .  .{New Y o rk , 1868) 7"54; d h a r l e s  Z. L in co T n ,  e d 7 ,  3 t a t e  o f  
New Y ork :  M e ssag e s r f ro m  t h e  G o v e r n o r s • • • ( 1 1  v o l s . ,  A lb an y ,
1 9 0 9 ) ,  Vf 456.

86L i n c o l n ,  e d . , Messages from t h e  G o v e r n o r s . V 
4 7 3 -7 4 ;  A le x a n d e r  J .  W a l l .  A SKetch o f  t h e  L i f e  o P H o r a t i o  
Seym our , 1810- 1886 . w i t h  a d e t a i l e d  R e c o u n t  o f  His* A dm inis­
t r a t i o n  as Governor o F  th e ’ S t a t e  o f  iJew Y o n P cT u r in g  th e  
War o f  ^ ’New ^ o r l c  , " T 7 2 7 ) 7 “2 y r 3 ! r n . ---------  -----
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On J u l y  10,  1863,  f a v o r a b l e  news came from Wash­

i n g t o n  in  a l e t t e r  from W i l l i a m  W h i t i n g ,  s o l i c i t o r  

t o  t h e  War D e p a r tm e n t ,  t o  Edward G i l b e r t  o f  t h e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P rom ot ing  C o lo re d  V o l u n t e e r s .

W h i t in g  in fo rm ed  G i l b e r t  t h a t  "on t h e  22nd o f  May, 

t h e  War D epa r tm en t  i s s u e d  a G en e ra l  O rd e r  (No. 143) 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a b u r e a u . . . f o r  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

C o lo re d  R e g im en ts ,  whereby  t h e  s y s tem  o f  em p loy ing  

them as p a r t  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  has  

become th e  f i x e d  and p e rm anen t  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Govern­

m e n t . "  Seymour was s t i l l  r e c o g n i z e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  as 

" l o y a l "  by L in c o l n  even though th e  g o v e r n o r  was h o s ­

t i l e  t o  n o n w h i te  e n l i s t m e n t s  as r e v e a l e d  i n  a l e t t e r  

from Sm ith  Requa t o  th e  members o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  On 

O c to b e r  12 ,  1863, Edward G i l b e r t  w r o t e  t o  S t a n t o n  and 

s t a t e d ,  " s h o u l d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n  view o f  t h e  / n e g a t i v e ^  

a c t i o n  o f  Governor  Seymour,  s e e  f i t  t o  g r a n t  a u t h e n t i ­

c a t i o n s  f o r  r a i s i n g  c o l o r e d  r e g im e n t s  in  t h i s  s t a t e . . . I
8 7d o u b t  n o t  t h a t  New York w ould  s e n d  s e v e r a l  r e g i m e n t s . "

The b i t t e r  and f r u i t l e s s  s t r u g g l e  beg a n  t o  r e ­

c e i v e  n e w sp a p e r  c o v e ra g e .  On O c to b e r  14, t h e  E ven ing  

P o s t  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  r a i s e

o 7
O ' R i e l l y ,  F i r s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  C o lo r e d  T r o o p s .

3 - 4 ;  War o f  th e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  5. i l l .  2 1 5 -1 6 ;  Negro  
in  the 'TTriTFary  S e r v i c e , i l l ,  1665, 1671
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b l a c k  r e c r u i t s  and p r i n t e d  Seym our 's  r e f u s a l .  I t  a l s o  

p u b l i s h e d  th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  Smith  R e q u a 's  l e t t e r  t o  

Edward G i l b e r t  and Lewis F r a n c i s  which  r e a d  in  p a r t :

"Does / S e y m o u r / . . . i n t e n d , t o  p r e v e n t  v o l u n t e e r i n g ,  and  

/ ' to 7  make a n o t h e r  d r a f t  n e c e s s a r y ?  While  th e  G overnor  

was d e l a y i n g  h i s  a n s w e r , . . . n o t  l e s s  t h a n  s i x  h u n d r e d . • .  

c o l o r e d  men. . . e n l i s t e d  i n  Rhode I s l a n d , . .some f o u r  h u n ­

d r e d  more l e f t  h e r e  and e n t e r e d  in  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and 

P e n n s y l v a n i a .  Thus we h av e  l o s t  a f u l l  r e g i m e n t . . . /D o e s ^  

he  d e s i r e  t h e  Union a rm ie s  t o  b e  d e p r i v e d  o f  n e e d e d  r e i n ­

f o r c e m e n t s ,  and  l e a v e  them a t  t h e  mercy o f  s u p e r i o r  r e b e l  

n u m b e rs? "  New York was l o s i n g  to o  many men t o  o t h e r  

s t a t e s  and so m e th in g  h a d  t o  be done q u i c k l y .  On November 

9 ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P ro m o t in g  C o lo re d  V o lu n te e r s  

i s s u e d  an open p l e a  f o r  c o n c e rn e d  New Yorkers  t o  a t t e n d  

a m e e t in g  on Monday e v e n i n g ,  November 16 ,  to  d i s c u s s  

S e y m o u r ' s  h o s t i l i t y .  The c i r c u l a r  was s ig n e d  b y  s i x t y -  

s i x  p e o p l e  i n c l u d i n g  P e t e r  C ooper ,  W i l l i a m  C. B r y a n t ,  and 

P. T. Barnum. As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  a group  was 

fo rm ed  t o  s e e  L i n c o l n ,  s i n c e  Seymour w ould  n o t  a c t .  

R e v e ren d  Henry H ig h la n d  G a rn e t  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  w ere  

g o in g  t o  Rhode I s l a n d ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  and C o n n e c t i c u t  t o  

e n l i s t . 88

8 ®The /New Yorlc7 E ven in g  P o s t . O c tobe r  14 ,  1863 ;  
War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r ” 3, I I I , 1082-1083; O ' R i e l l y ,  
f i r s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  C o lo re d  T r o o p s . 5 ,  7.
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Meanwhile Edward G i l b e r t  i n q u i r e d  o f  S t a n t o n  

" w h e t h e r  a u t h o r i t y , . . c o u l d  n o t  be o b t a i n e d  d i r e c t l y  

from t h e  p r e s i d e n t "  i n  l i g h t  o f  S ey m o u r 's  c o n s t a n t  r e ­

f u s a l s ,  S t a n t o n ' s  r e p l y  was d i s a p p o i n t i n g :  " i n  r e f e r ­

en c e  t o  r a i s i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  New Y ork ,  a co rps  o f

c o l o r e d  t r o o p s . . . I  am d i r e c t e d  t o  s a y . . . t h a t  i t  i s  n o t
89c o n s i d e r e d  e x p e d i e n t  t o  g r a n t . . . a u t h o r i t y . "

On November 19 ,  1863 ,  W i l l i a m  K. S t r o n g  o f  New 

York C i t y  t e l e g r a p h e d  S t a n t o n ,  " W i l l  y o u  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  

r a i s i n g  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c o l o r e d  t r o o p s  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  

and c r e d i t  t h e  same t o  t h e  S t a t e ' s  q u o ta ? "  The n e x t  d a y ,  

Henry O ' R i e l l y ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P ro ­

m oting  C o lo re d  V o l u n t e e r s ,  r e i t e r a t e d  in  a l e t t e r  t o  

t h e  War D ep a r tm en t  the  p o i n t  r a i s e d  i n  S t r o n g ' s  t e l e g r a m  

and c o n c l u d e d ,  " T h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G overn­

ment r e s u l t s  f rom t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  c e r t a i n  S t a t e  f u n c t i o n ­

a r i e s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  c o l o r e d  men i n  t h e  c a l l  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s . "

The a s s o c i a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  u n e x p e c te d  good news f i v e  

days l a t e r .  S t a n t o n  r e p l i e d  by t e l e g r a m  t o  W i l l i a m  K. 

S t r o n g  t h a t  b l a c k  t r o o p s  r a i s e d  w ould  be c r e d i t e d  t o  New 

York S t a t e ,  and u n t i l  a u t h o r i z e d  by  Congress  no b o u n ty  

w o u ld  b e  p a i d  and  t h e  s a l a r y  w ou ld  be  t e n  d o l l a r s  p e r  

m o n th .90

89Negro  i n  th e  M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e . I l l ,  1731, 1740. 

90War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n ,  s e r .  3 ,  I I I ,  1081, 1082 ,
1092.
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The War D ep a r tm en t  was now w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  

r e c r u i t s  from New York as long as  i t  was on i t s  t e rm s .

T h is  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  exchange  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

l e t t e r s .  On November 2 6 ,  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  F r a n c i s  B. 

S p i n o l a  o f  B ro o k ly n  w r o t e  t o  S t a n t o n ,  " i n  r e g a r d  t o  

e n l i s t i n g  o f  c o l o r e d  t r o o p s . . . I  e n l i s t e d  s i x  v o l u n t e e r s  

o f  t h a t  c l a s s  y e s t e r d a y  and w i l l ,  i n  my o p i n i o n  be  a b l e  

t o  f i l l  up a f u l l  r e g i m e n t  i n  a s h o r t  t i m e . "  Four  days 

l a t e r ,  a r e p l y ,  s i g n e d  by Edward D. Townsend, a s s i s t a n t  

a d j u n t a n t  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  War D e p a r tm e n t ,  was s e n t  t o  

S p i n o l a  i n f o r m in g  him t h a t  h i s  a c t i o n  was d i s a p p ro v e d  

b e c a u s e  " C o lo re d  t r o o p s  w i l l  n o t  be  r e c r u i t e d  in  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  New York by any p e r s o n  u n t i l  r e g u l a r l y  a u t h o ­

r i z e d  by  t h e  Department."*®®

D u r in g  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  Union L eague ,  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  

R e p u b l i c a n  began  t o  work c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  

P ro m o t in g  C o lo re d  V o l u n t e e r s .  T h u s ,  su ch  p r o m in e n t  New 

Y orke rs  as A le x a n d e r  Van R e n s s e l a e r ,  Le Grand B. Cannon, 

James R o o s e v e l t ,  E l l i o t  Cowdin, C h a r l e s  K i r k l a n d ,  Sherman 

B acon ,  and George B l i s s ,  J r . ,  became en g ag ed  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  

t o  r a i s e  and e q u i p  b l a c k  v o l u n t e e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  In  l a t e  

November,  t h e  Union League Club w ro te  t o  Governor  Seymour 

a s k i n g  f o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  r a i s i n g  " c o l o r e d "  s o l d i e r s .

100I b i d . , I I I ,  1097 ,  1105.



On November 2 7, Seymour s e n t  a r e p l y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

" t h e  m a t t e r  r e s t s  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  t h e  War D e p a r tm e n t . "  

B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  th e  g o v e r n o r  was e v a d in g  th e  i s s u e ,  

th e  c lub  on December 1 ,  c o n t a c t e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War 

S t a n t o n :  " W e . . . a s k  an a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  a r e g im e n t

o f  c o l o r e d  t r o o p s  t o  be  r a i s e d  in  t h e  S t a t e  o f  New 

Y o r k , . . .  The Union League Club i s  composed o f  o v e r  

500 o f  th e  w e a l t h i e s t  and m os t  r e s p e c t a b l e  c i t i z e n s  

o f  New Y o rk . "101

S t a n t o n  i n i t i a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  r e f u s e  t h e  r e ­

q u e s t .  He r e p o r t e d l y  a s k e d  S e n a t o r  Edwin Morgan,
10 2"Do you t h i n k  I am g o in g  t o  make a f o o l  o f  m y s e l f ? "  

A f t e r  b e in g  t o l d  by  Morgan t h a t  h i s  r e f u s a l  w ould  

d i s c o u r a g e  f i v e  h u n d re d  o f  New Y o r k ' s  l e a d i n g  and 

p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  c i t i z e n s ,  S t a n t o n  r e c o n s i d e r e d  and 

s e n t  a l e t t e r  s i g n e d  by  C h a r l e s  W. F o s t e r ,  a s s i s t a n t  

a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ,  t o  George B l i s s ,  J r .  The l e t t e r  gave 

a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e  Union League Club " t o  r a i s e  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  New York one r e g i m e n t  o f  i n f a n t r y  t o  be  com­

p o s e d  o f  c o l o r e d  men, t o  b e  m u s t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e

101The O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  The Union League Club i s  
d e s c r i b e d  in  Guy James G ib s o n ,  " L i n c o l n ' s  Leagu e :  The
Union League Movement D u r in g  th e  C i v i l  War” (Ph.D  
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s , 1 ^ 5 6 j , p p .  5 7 -7 7 .
George Bliss, J r ., Union League Club Report of the Com­
mittee on Volunteering Presented October 13 ,""1864 (New 
York, L*5F4) t 5 .  5 ;  war of the Rebellion, ser. 3, III, 
1106-7 .
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o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o r  d u r i n g  th e  

w a r . "  F o s t e r  a d d e d ,  " t o  t h e s e  t r o o p s  t o  b o u n t i e s  

w i l l  b e  p a i d  / a l t h o u g h  w h i t e s  r e c e i v e d  t h e m / .  They 

w i l l  r e c e i v e  $10 p e r  month / w h i t e s  r e c e i v e d  $13^ and 

one r a t i o n  ( p e r  d a y ) , $3 o f  w hich  m o n th ly  pay  may be 

i n  c l o t h i n g .  The r e g im e n t  w i l l  be  known and  d e s i g -
10 3n a t e d  as t h e  T w e n t ie th  Regim ent  U. S .  C o l o r e d  T r o o p s . "  

E v i d e n t l y  by t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  governm en t  h a d  c o n c lu d e d  

t h a t  Seymour,  i n d e e d ,  was a h i n d r a n c e  t o  b l a c k  r e ­

c r u i t m e n t ,  Upon r e c e i v i n g  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  t h e  c lu b  

d i s p a t c h e d  a l e t t e r  t o  Albany a s k i n g  Seymour t o  " g i v e  

t h e  movement /K i§ 7  a i d  and c o u n t e n a n c e , "  The g o v e rn o r  

d i d  n o t  r e p l y  t o  th e  r e q u e s t  f o r  h im  " t o  p u t  a s t o p  t o  

t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  i n  /New York7 S t a t e  o f  / c o l o r e d 7  men 

f o r  o t h e r  S t a t e s .

On December 10, 1863, Edward D. Townsend, 

a s s i s t a n t  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ,  o r d e r e d  James B. F r y ,  p r o ­

v o s t  m a r s h a l  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  War D e p a r tm e n t ,  t o  " i n s t r u c t  

t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  y o u r  d e p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  New York 

t o  e n l i s t  i n t o  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s * . . .  a l l

IQ^B anque t  Given by t h e  Members o f  t h e  Union 
League Club o f  l863TancT"r864 t o  Commemorate t h e  b e p a r - 
t u r e  f o r  t h e T e a t  o fHETar o f  tlTe T w e n t i e t h  k eg im e n t  o f  
U. S .~ C o lo recT T ro o p s  R a i s e d  by  t h e  c lu b  (.New Y ork .  TTF65), 15.

10% a r  o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  3 ,  I I I ,  1117 -18 .

* ° * B l i s s . Union Le ague Club R e p o r t . 9 .
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s u i t a b l e  c o l o r e d  men who may o f f e r  t h e m s e lv e s  f o r  e n ­

l i s t m e n t . "  A l l  q u a l i f i e d  r e c r u i t s  were  t o  be  s e n t  

t o  R ik e r s  I s l a n d  in  New York H a r b o r ,  w h ere  t h e  

T w e n t i e th  Regim ent was b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d .

The Union League Club s o u g h t  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r o m in e n t  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  r a i s i n g  

t h e  r e g i m e n t .  A week b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  186 3 ,  t h e  c lu b  

i s s u e d  a c i r c u l a r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  Regiment 

would be  t h e  o n ly  one a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  r e c r u i t m e n t  i n  

New York .  The c i r c u l a r  c i t e d  V i n c e n t  C o ly e r  as  t h e  

g e n e r a l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  r e c r u i t i n g ,  and i t  c a l l e d  f o T  

w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from th o s e  who w a n te d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  

t o  r e c r u i t .  L i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l  N e l s o n  B. B a r t r a m  o f  t h e  

E ig h th  R eg im e n t ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o lo r e d  T ro o p s ,  was o f f e r e d  

th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  c o l o n e l  o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  R e g im e n t ,  and 

t h e  R everend  Henry H ig h la n d  G a rn e t  was a s k e d . t o  b e  th e  

c h a p l a i n  (by r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e  o n ly  o f f i c e r  who c o u l d  be 

b l a c k )  b u t  was d i s q u a l i f i e d  by a p h y s i c a l  d e f e c t .

On December 19,  f o u r t e e n  days a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g

a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  T w e n t i e th  R eg im en t ,  t h e  Union League 

Club a p p l i e d  f o r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  r a i s i n g  a s e c o n d  r e g i ­

m en t .  C h a r l e s  W. F o s t e r  w ro t e  t o  George B l i s s ,  J r . ,  on

IQSw ar  o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r ,  3 ,  I I I ,  1163.

IQ^B l i s s . Union League Club R e p o r t . 1 1 - 1 2 ,  1 6 -1 7 .



J a n u a r y  4 ,  1 8 6 4 j " I  am d i r e c t e d  by  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f

War t o  s a y  t h a t  y o u r  r e q u e s t  i s  h e re b y  com pl ied  w i t h ,

and t h e  r e g im e n t  w i l l  b e  known and d e s i g n a t e d  as t h e

T w e n t y - s i x t h  Regiment U. S .  C o lo red  T r o o p s . "  B l i s s

n o t i f i e d  S t a n t o n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day t h a t  he c o u l d  r a i s e

more men i f  t h e  army p r o v i d e d  th e  T w e n t ie th  w i th  new

S p r i n g f i e l d  m uske ts  b e c a u s e  " i t  i s  a good p o l i c y  t o

show ^ b l a c k s ^  t h a t  t h e  Government p u t s  i n t o  t h e i r  hands

t h e  b e s t  o f  a r m s . "  L a t e r  i n  t h e  month ,  B l i s s  r e q u e s t e d

and r e c e i v e d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  r a i s e  t h e  T h i r t y - f i r s t
10  7Regim en t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  T r o o p s . A New York was 

a b l e  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  army w i t h  2 ,300  men in  l e s s  th a n  

s i x t y  days a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Twen­

t i e t h  R eg im en t .  T h is  was due t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e

o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  n i n e  t h o u s a n d  e l i g i b l e  b l a c k  men b e tw e e n
10 8t h e  ages  o f  e i g h t e e n  and f o r t y - f i v e .

Once t h e  Teg im en ts  w ere  a u t h o r i z e d  and t r a i n e d ,  th e y  

r e c e i v e d  an e m o t i o n a l  s e n d  o f f  from t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  New 

York C i t y .  On J a n u a r y  5 ,  1864,  w ives  o f  Union League Club 

members a p p o i n t e d  a com m ittee  t o  s e c u r e  a s t a n d  o f  c o l o r s  

f o r  t h e  T w e n t i e th  R eg im en t .  Some o f  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  w ere

*°7war 0 f  th e  R e b e l l i o n ,  s e r .  3 ,  I I I ,  4 ,  10;  I V .  4 ,
55 .

108George W. W i l l i a m s ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Negro Troops 
i n  t h e  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , 1871- 1865 (.New Y ork ,  1858; f l l t f  
Tn T87oHElTere were  1 0 , 2 0 7  b l a c k  men i n  New York S t a t e ,  a c c o r  
d in g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  J o s e p h  Kennedy, s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  the  
C e n su s .
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Mrs. Henry Van R e n s s e l a e r ,  Mrs.  John  J a y ,  Mrs. John
109Jacob  A s t o r ,  and Mrs.  George B l i s s ,  J r .

On March 5 ,  t h e  T w e n t i e th  Regiment m arched  from

26th  S t r e e t  t o  Union S q u a r e .  At a mass r a l l y ,  C h a r l e s

K ing ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Columbia C o l l e g e ,  t o l d  t h e  crowd and

t h e  r e g i m e n t ,  "You a r e  i n  a rm s ,  n o t  f o r  t h e  f reedom and

law o f  t h e  w h i t e  r a c e  a l o n e ,  b u t  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  law and

f re e d o m ."  King  a d d e d ,  "OnJ onJ t h e n ,  s o l d i e r s  o f  th e

2 0 t h . . .now here  h a v e  t h e y  ^ b la c k  t r o o p s /  t u r n e d  back

from t h e  b l o o d i e s t  c o n f l i c t  o r  f a i l e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r

l e a d e r  i n t o  t h e  v e ry  jaws o f  d e a t h . "  P r e s i d e n t  K ing ,

r e p o r t e d  t h e  T r i b u n e . c l im a x e d  th e  day by p r e s e n t i n g

th e  r e g i m e n t  w i t h  a f l a g  em blazoned  w i t h  a  c o n q u e r in g

e a g l e ,  a b ro k e n  y o k e ,  and th e  armed f i g u r e  o f  l i b e r t y . * * ®

The T w e n t y - s i x t h  Regim ent was s c h e d u l e d  f o r  a

p u b l i c  r e c e p t i o n  on March 16 ,  1864, b u t  i t  was c a n c e l e d

due t o  s to rm y  w e a t h e r .  The n e x t  d a y ,  E a s t e r  Sunday ,

b e f o r e  a s t e a m e r  t r a n s p o r t e d  t h e  r e g i m e n t  t o  t h e  w ar

zo n e ,  John J a y  p r e s e n t e d  a f l a g  t o  t h e  T w e n t y - s i x t h  on

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  w h i t e  women o f  New York C i t y .  V in c e n t

C o ly e r  u n f u r l e d  b e f o r e  them a b l u e  s i l k  b a n n e r  tr immed

w i t h  g o ld  and i n s c r i b e d  " U n c o n d i t i o n a l  L o y a l t y . "  He

w is h e d  t h e  men Godspeed on b e h a l f  o f  s e v e r a l  b e n e v o l e n t
111s o c i e t i e s  o f  c o l o r e d  men o f  New York C i t y .

109I b i d . . I v ,  1 0 -1 1 .

i lO New- York T r i b u n e , March 7 ,  1864

111B l i s s ,  Union League Club R e p o r t . 2 7 -3 0 .
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A l t o g e t h e r  4 ,125  b l a c k  men s e r v e d  i n  t h e  t h r e e  

r e g im e n t s  o r  a b o u t  two p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  A fro -A m er ican  

e n l i s t m e n t  in  t h e  C i v i l  War. I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  

t h e s e  men a c t u a l l y  s e r v e d  u n d e r  the a u s p i c e s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  

f o r  i n  1885 M ajor  G e n e ra l  John  F a r n s w o r th  w ro te  from t h e  

a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ’ s o f f i c e  i n  A lbany  to  t h e  b l a c k  h i s t o r i a n  

George W. W i l l i a m s :  " T h is  S t a t e  d i d  n o t  o r g a n i z e  any

c o l o r e d  t r o o p s .  T hree  r e g i m e n t s  w ere  r e c r u i t e d  by a u t h o r i t y  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h i s  S t a t e .  The S t a t e  r e c e i v e d  

c r e d i t  f o r  e n l i s t m e n t s  made,  b u t  t h e  c r e d i t  was g iv e n  by 

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . . . .  T h e re  a r e  no  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e s e  r e g i ­

m ents  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  from w h ich  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  d e s i r e
112c o u l d  be o b t a i n e d . ”

W hether  t h e y  o f f i c i a l l y  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

New York o r  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  a moot p o i n t .  The 

men o f  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i m e n t s  f o u g h t  b r a v e l y  and gave t h e i r  

l i v e s  f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  Union and f o r  t h e  c o m p le te  

a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .

I t  was a d i f f i c u l t  s t r u g g l e  t o  r a i s e  b l a c k  r e g i ­

ments i n  New Y ork ,  y e t  b l a c k  and  w h i t e  a l i k e  p o o l e d  t h e i r  

r e s o u r c e s .  W i th o u t  t h e  c o n s t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n  from

S p e n c e r  C a r p e n t e r ,  "The Negro  S o l d i e r ’s Con­
t r i b u t i o n  in  t h e  Wars o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  A.M.E. R e v iew . 
XXIX ( J a n u a r y  1 9 1 3 ) ,  222 ;  W i l l i a m s ,  H i s t o r y  o f  theHNegro 
T roops  i n  t h e  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n . 119.
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i n f l u e n t i a l  w h i t e s ,  t h e  D epar tm en t  o f  War w ould  p r o b a b l y  

n e v e r  h a v e  c o n s e n te d  t o  a u t h o r i z e  th e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  New 

Y o r k ' s  A f ro -A m e r ica n s .  Yet a l l  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w ould  

have b ee n  f o r  n o t h i n g  i f  b l a c k s  h ad  n o t  b ee n  w i l l i n g  and 

even e a g e r  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  s l a v e h o l d e r s '  w r a t h  on t h e  

b a t t l e f i e l d .  O v e r a l l  o n ly  a s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  b l a c k  

r e c r u i t s  came from New Y ork ;  y e t  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  was 

p a r t  o f  a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  f r e e  m i l l i o n s  from b o n d a g e .



CHAPTER I I I

NEW Y O R K 'S  RACIAL A TTITU D ES TOWARDS THE
BLACK REGIMENTS AND THE BOUNTY FRAUDS

A fro -A m e r ic a n s  hav e  fo u g h t  in  a l l  o f  t h e  wars  

i n v o l v i n g  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  from t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War 

t o  t h e  V ie tnam  c o n f l i c t .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  b l a c k s  i n  

u n i f o r m  d i d  n o t  l e s s e n  h o s t i l i t y  a g a i n s t  t h a t  g roup  as 

some w h i t e s  r e f u s e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  them as e q u a l  d e f e n d e r s  

o f  t h e  f l a g .  T h is  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  

War.  A n im o s i ty  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s  was h ig h  as t h e  d r a f t  

r i o t s  and th e  views o f  t h e  D em o cra t ic  new spapers  show ed.  

R a c i a l  h o s t i l i t y  was p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c r e a t i n g  

a c l i m a t e  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  New Y o r k ' s  b l a c k  

r e g i m e n t s .  Le Grand B. Cannon, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Union 

League C lu b ,  c i t e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  " c o l o r e d "
tf

t r o o p s  as t h e  most  "memorable i n  i t s  a n n a l s .  He c o n ­

s i d e r e d  i t  as an a c t  o f  " p u r g i n g  ^New York C i t y ]  from 

t h e  t a i n t  o f  t h a t  w i c k e d ,  in fam ous  and inhuman r i o t  o f  J u l y  

/ l 8 6 3 / . " 113

H ^ B a n q u e t  Given by Members o f  t h e  Union League 
Club o f  1865 and 1864 t o  ro'mmemorate,**th e  D e p a r t u r e  f o r "  
t h e  S e a t  o f  War o f  t h e T w e n t i e t h  Regiment o r  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  
d o l o r e d  Troops R a i s e d  by th e  Club (New YorlT? 1 8 8 6 ) ,  7,
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U n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  t h e  c lu b  was p ro u d  o f  i t s  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  

y e t  i t  a lm o s t  f a i l e d  t o  g r a s p  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e ­

c r u i t  b l a c k s .  George B l i s s ,  J r . ,  r e p o r t e d  in  h i s  a u t o ­

b i o g r a p h y  t h a t  i t  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  r a i s e  w h i t e  

t r o o p s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h o s e  t h a t  were  h e a v i l y  d e c im a te d .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  ch a i rm an  o f  t h e  c o m m it t e e ,  A le x a n d e r  

Van R e n s s e l a e r ,  s t a t e d  i n  November 1863, " t h a t  i t  w ould  

n o t  / d o  t o 7  p u t  any a d d i t i o n a l  men in  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  and 

t h a t  we m ust  go t o  work and r a i s e  some c o l o r e d  t r o o p s . "  

B l i s s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  members ' k i n d  o f  s h i v e r e d *  a t  

t h e  s u g g e s t i o n .  F i n a l l y  a f t e r  f i v e  o r  s i x  days th e  

com m it tee  a c c e p t e d  Van R e n s s e l a e r ' s  c h a l l e n g e .  A d i f ­

f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  r e g im e n t s  

was o f f e r e d  by  John  A. Weeks. Commenting in  1880 ,  t h e  

Union L e a g u e r  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  d u r in g  t h e  d r a f t  r i o t s  a 

c lub  member s a i d  ' w i t h i n  a y e a r  a f u l l y  e q u i p p e d  n e g r o  

r e g im e n t  s h a l l  march from t h e  c l u b - h o u s e  t o  th e  f h o n t . '  

T h is  was s u g g e s t e d  t o  show th e  I r i s h  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  

c o n t r o l  t h e  s t r e e t s , ***

* ^ U n i o n  Le ague Club P ro c e e d in g s  a t  t h e  D in n e r  
o f  t h e  E a r l y  Members o f  t h e  Onion League TTub o t  th e  C i t y  
oT New York T uesday  May 2 0 ^ , 181T0. CNew Y o rk ,“T 8 S ( ) ) , 38; 
^ t o b i o g r a p h y ~ a n d  L e t t e r s  o f  George B l i s s  P r e s e n t e d  by  
His D a u g h te r  MrsT Lewis H ." V e tk i n s  J tm e  T96 8 ( u n p u b l i s h e d  
m a n u s c r i p t  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  New-York H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ) ,  164; W i l l  I r w i n ,  E a r l  Chapin  May, and J o s e p h  
H o t c h k i s s ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Union Le ague Club o f  New York 
C i ty  (New Y o rk ,  1 8 9 2 ) ,  3 l .
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In  March 1864 ,  when t h e  T w e n t i e th  Regiment was 

s c h e d u l e d  t o  march down Broadway i n  M a n h a t t a n ,  t h e r e  

was some a p p r e h e n s i o n  a b o u t  p o s s i b l e  s t r e e t  v i o l e n c e .  

N elson  B. B a r t r a m ,  th e  r e g i m e n t a l  commander, d i d  n o t  

h e s i t a t e  t o  march h i s  r e c r u i t s  th r o u g h  s t r e e t s  where 

e i g h t  months e a r l i e r  b l a c k s  w ere  e x e c u t e d  on s i g h t  by 

e n r a g e d  I r i s h .  W ith  t h e  p o l i c e  c o m m is s io n e r ,  Thomas 

C. A c to n ,  o f f e r i n g  p r o t e c t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  B a r t r a m  r e ­

q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  c l e a r  one b l o c k  so  t h a t  h i s  

men c o u l d  a s s e m b l e .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  " i f  a r e g im e n t  

w e l l  armed and w e l l  o f f i c e r e d  c o u ld  n o t  march th ro u g h  

New York in  s p i t e  o f  a mere m o b , . . , i t  w ould  n o t  pay to  

send  i t  t o  t h e  f r o n t . ” To b e  s a f e ,  B a r t r a m  o r d e r e d  

th e  r i g h t  and  l e f t  com panies  to  c a r r y  lo a d e d  m uskets  

w i t h  tw e n ty  ro u n d s  o f  am m unit ion  a p i e c e . 1 *5

The Union League d e c id e d  t o  h av e  a b an d  p ro c e e d  

th e  r e g i m e n t  down Broadway, B l i s s  w r o t e ,  "We a p p l i e d  

t o  /H a rv ey  B . /  Dodsworth  /w ho^  s a i d  fhe w ou ld  be

d  d i f  any 0f  h i s  men s h o u l d  march down ahead  o f

n i g g e r s . ,,M G r a f f u l a ,  a n o t h e r  r e s p e c t e d  b an d  l e a d e r  r e ­

f u s e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  H e l m s m u l l e r ' s  T w en ty - seco n d  R eg i­

m e n ta l  b an d  o f f e r e d  t o  p l a y ,  b u t  J a c k s o n  S. S c h u l t z  h a d  

a l r e a d y  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  S ev en th  Regim ent I n f a n t r y  ban d

■ ^ B a n q u e t  Given by Members o f  t h e  Union League 
Club o f  1863 and 1864 ,  50’j u n  io n  League “TTub FrocSTTcP 
i n g s . . . 1 6 6 6 . 75T
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t o  march i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b l a c k  t r o o p s . **6

As p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d ,  New Y o rk e rs  e n t h u s i ­

a s t i c a l l y  c h e e r e d  t h e  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t  as i t  m arched  down 

Broadway. To many in  a t t e n d a n c e ,  c h e e r i n g  was p e r h a p s  

t h e i r  way o f -sh o w in g  A fro -A m er ican s  t h a t  th e y  d i d  n o t  

approve  o f  t h e  d r a f t  r i o t s .  The New York H e r a l d , how­

e v e r ,  v iewed t h e  warm r e c e p t i o n  as t h e  work o f  m is -  

c e g e n a t i o n i s t s , ’’Even o u r  v e t e r a n  t r o o p s , "  q u ip p e d  th e  

H e r a l d , "were n e v e r  s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  g r e e t e d  as w ere  

t h e s e  e x - b o o t b l a c k s ,  s c r u b b e r s ,  w a i t e r s  and w h i t e w a s h e r s . "  

I t  c o n t i n u e d ,  "N o th in g  b u t  th e  t h e o r y  o f  m i s c e g e n a t i o n  

can a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  

w h i t e s  and n e g ro  t r o o p s . "  The H e r a l d  ju d g e d  t h e  g i v i n g  

o f  a f l a g  t o  t h e  r e g im e n t  by  150 o f  New Y o r k ' s  m os t  r e ­

f i n e d  women " a  p r e t t y  f a i r  s t a r t  f o r  m i s c e g e n a t i o n . "

I t  a t t a c k e d  P r e s i d e n t  C h a r l e s  K i n g ' s  a d d r e s s  as " s e c o n d
117hand  bom bast  t o  a l o t  o f  i g n o r a n t  d a r k i e s . "

The m odera te  New York Times succumbed t e m p o ra ­

r i l y  t o  th e  am algam at ion  f e a r s .  I t  p u b l i s h e d  th e  rumor 

t h a t  t h e  Union League Club h a d  a n i g h t  b e l l  t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  

i n t e r r a c i a l  c o u p le s  t o  e n t e r  th e  p r e m i s e s  a f t e r  d a rk  w here  

th e y  w ere  m a r r i e d  by a b l a c k  m i n i s t e r .  A l l e g e d l y ,  two

A u to b io g rap h y  and L e t t e r s  o f  George B l i s s . 16 5 . 
1 6 4 ; Union League c lu b  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Commitfee on V o lun ­
t e e r i n g  P r e s e n t e d  O c to b e r  13. T?64. (New V ork ,  T&64)', 40,
4l.

**?New York H e r a l d .  March 9 ,  1864.
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e l i t e  w h i t e  gen t lem en  f o u g h t  o v e r  th e  a f f e c t i o n  o f  a 

b l a c k  washerwoman. "We s h r i n k  from p u t t i n g  on p a p e r , "  

t h e  Times commented, " t h e  s t o r i e s  which  r e a c h  us as t o  

t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  amongst young w h i t e  l a d i e s  o f  a p r e f e r e n c e  

f o r  c o l o r e d  m e n - -p u re  b l a c k s  h a v i n g  t h e  p r e c e d e n c e  in  

a l l  c a se s  where  t h e r e  i s  room f o r  c h o i c e . "  A week 

l a t e r  th e  news p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t s  m i s c e g e n a t i o n  news

was e r ro n e o u s  and t h a t  many b l a c k s  to o k  e x c e p t i o n  to  t h e
118view t h a t  th e y  w a n te d  w h i t e  m a te s .

W he ther  th e  n ew sp ap ers  c r e a t e d  p u b l i c  op ionon  o r  

m e re ly  r e f l e c t e d  i t  i s  a d e b a t a b l e  p o i n t .  However,  c h e e r ­

i n g  crowds n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  New Y o rk e rs  g e n e r a l l y  d i d  n o t  

c a r e  f o r ,  n o r  r e s p e c t ,  b l a c k  men i n  o r  o u t  o f  u n i f o rm .

The Union League Club found  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o c u r e  s p a c e  

f o r  r e c r u i t i n g  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  J a c k s o n  S. S c h u l t z  f i n a l l y  

r e n t e d  some rooms t o  t h e  Union League t h a t  w ere  o r i g i n a l l y  

r e n t e d  by t h e  M e r c h a n t s  Committee p r o v i d i n g  r e l i e f  t o  

b l a c k s  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  J u l y  r i o t s .  " I t  was o n ly  

by t h a t  s u b t e r f u g e , "  B l i s s  w r o t e ,  " t h a t  we c o u ld  g e t  a 

p l a c e  i n  t h e  C i ty  o f  New York f i t  t o  u s e  as h e a d q u a r t e r s  

f o r  r a i s i n g  a c o l o r e d  r e g i m e n t . " I * 9

The t h r e e  r e g im e n t s  w ere  t r a i n e d  on R i k e r s  I s l a n d  

i n  t h e  E a s t  R i v e r ,  and th e  F e d e r a l  Government h a d  s te am -

H fyfew York T im es ,  March 2 6 ,  3 0 ,  1864;  F o r  views 
on m i s c e g e n a t i o n  s e e  F o r r e s t  G. Wood, B la c k  S c a r e : The
R a c i s t  Response t o  E m a n c ip a t io n  and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n .
TBe rEe l ey , 1 9  70) T 5 3- 79 . --------------------------------------------

**9A u to b io g rap h y  and L e t t e r s  o f  George B l i s s  . 171-72 .



68

b o a t s  t o  c a r r y  th e  r e c r u i t s  t o  th e  i s l a n d .  As B l i s s  

remembered,  "we found p r e t t y  soon t h a t  ou r  r e c r u i t s  

whom we w ere  p u t t i n g  on t o  t h o s e  b o a t s  w ere  a b u s ed  

w o rse  t h a n  any n e g ro e s  h a d  been  on t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  

and th e y  w ere  ab u sed  by men who wore t h e  u n i fo rm s  o f

th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "  Com pla in ts  from t h e  Union League

r e s u l t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e c e i v i n g  

o r d e r s  t o  r e p o r t  t o  th e  war  z o n e . *2®

As a g ro u p ,  t h e  Union League Club overcam e i t s

i n i t i a l  r e p o r t e d  r e v u l s i o n  and w orked  h a r d  t o  make th e  

r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts  a s u c c e s s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

some o f  t h e  members s t i l l  co u ld  n o t  a c c e p t  b l a c k  men as 

t h e i r  e q u a l s .  When th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t e n d e r e d  a d i n n e r  

i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  T w e n t i e th  Regim ent 

which  i n c l u d e d  t h e  b l a c k  c h a p l a i n ,  George W. Le V e r e ,  

a c r i s i s  d e v e lo p e d ,  " I  w ish  you c o u ld  h av e  s e e n  t h e  

b ac k s  o f  some o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  C l u b . "  r e p o r t e d  

B l i s s ,  "when th e y  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  a c o l o r e d  man was go­

in g  t o  b e  i n v i t e d  down t h e r e  s o c i a l l y !  They ‘humped* 

them away up! Le Vere came and gave one o f  t h e  b e s t  

s p e e c h e s  h e a r d  i n  th e  C l u b , * 2 *

Le Vere  was in v o lv e d  in  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  

r e v e a l e d  t h e  r a c i s m  o f  t h e  R i k e r s  I s l a n d  d i n i n g  s t a f f .

12QI b i d . , 172.

*2*Union League Club Proceedings at the Dinner 
of the Early Members oT the Union League CTub. 72; B liss, 
^utobiograpny"and Letters of deorge B liss. 176.



A f t e r  a week on t h e  i s l a n d ,  he w en t  t o  C o lo n e l  N e ls o n  

B. B a r t r a m  and s a i d  " t h a t  he had  s t a y e d  t h e r e  ab o u t  

as lo n g  as he  c o u l d ,  u n l e s s  he had  so m e th in g  t o  e a t . "

No one i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  mess would w a i t  on h im ,  

and he  h a d  t o  p r o c u r e  h i s  own f o o d ,  a h u m i l i a t i n g  e x ­

p e r i e n c e  f o r  a com m iss ioned  o f f i c e r .  I n v i t i n g  Le Vere  

t o  e a t  w i t h  h im ,  B a r t r a m  t o l d  h i s  o f f i c e r s  t o  r e p o r t  

any d i s c o u r t e s i e s  to  t h e  c h a p l a i n  t o  him / B a r t r a m /  p e r ­

s o n a l l y .  He p r o m is e d  t o  ’ make i t  l i v e l y '  " i n  t h a t  mess 

room u n l e s s  Mr. Le V ere  was t r e a t e d  r i g h t l y . "  The

c a t e r e r  h e a r d  a b o u t  th e  c o l o n e l ' s  i n t e n t i o n s  and Le V ere
12 2h a d  no  more p r o b le m s .

D u r in g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1864 th e  men h a d  prob lem s 

s u r v i v i n g  th e  f r i g i d  days and n i g h t s .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  

w h i t e  r e g im e n t s  h ad  s i m i l a r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b u t  t h e i r  d e ­

p r i v a t i o n s  w ere  c a u s e d  by th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  w ar .  I t  

seems in c o n g ru o u s  t h a t  men who w ere  w i t h i n  e y e s i g h t  o f  

New York C i t y  h a d  to  s u f f e r  so  s e v e r e l y .  The t o t a l  i n ­

d i f f e r e n c e  shown t o  t h e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  a t  R ik e r s  I s l a n d  

was i n d i c a t i v e  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  l a c k  o f  c o n c e rn  f o r  

them . B l i s s  i n f o rm e d  C. W. F o s t e r ,  A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  

G e n e r a l  i n  W a s h in g to n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was much s i c k n e s s  a t  

t h e  t r a i n i n g  camp and t h a t  one r e c r u i t ' s  l e g s  w ere  so  

b a d l y  f r o z e n  t h a t  th e y  h a d  t o  b e  am p u ta ted .  The m i l i t a r y

12 2x Union League Club P ro c e e d in g s  a t  t h e  D in n e r  
o f  t h e  E a r l y  Members oT t h e  Union League rTTuET"* ?!-*72.
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f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  men w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  s t o c k i n g s  

o r  b l a n k e t s .  Many t e n t s  l a c k e d  wooden f l o o r s ,  a 

c o n d i t i o n  w hich  added  t o  t h e  m is e ry  o f  t h e  men. J a c k s o n  

S. S c h u l t z  v i s i t e d  R ik e r s  I s l a n d  on a Sunday m orn ing  

i n  J a n u a r y  when th e  t e m p e r a t u r e  was below  z e r o .  The 

t r o o p s  h a d  to  b u r n  f i r e s  t o  keep warm. The Union League 

Club e l i m i n a t e d  some o f  th e  p h y s i c a l  p ro b lem s  by p r o v i d ­

i n g  f l o o r s  and s t o v e s  f o r  t h e  t e n t s .  I t  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t ­

e d  a h o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  b a r r a c k s  t o  t e n d  

t o  t h e  s i c k .  " S c h u l t z  managed t o  g e t  b l a n k e t s  even 

though  he d i d  n o t  have  a r e q u i s i t i o n  form and  i t  was a 

Sunday .  The q u a r t e r  m a s t e r  gave him b l a n k e t s  even 

though  h e  c o u l d  have  b ee n  demoted f o r  i t . " 3

While  t h e  p a i n  o f  c o l d  l im bs c o u l d  be a l l e v i a t e d  

by b l a n k e t s ;  i t  was more d i f f i c u l t  t o  remove t h e  h u r t  

e x p e r i e n c e d  when t h e  s o l d i e r s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  

b e i n g  c h e a t e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  b o u n t y .  I t . i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

a s s e s s  how i m p o r t a n t  b o u n t i e s  w ere  as an in d u c e m e n t  f o r  

e n l i s t m e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  f o r  v o l u n ­

t e e r i n g  w ere  n o t  r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t .  B la c k  men, u n l i k e  

w h i t e s ,  r e c e i v e d  t e n  d o l l a r s  a m onth ,  o f  w h ich  t h r e e  

d o l l a r s  w e re  d e d u c te d  f o r  c l o t h i n g .  N e a r ly  t h i r t y  d o l l a r s

123B a n q u e t  Given by  Members o f  t h e  Union League 
Club o f  1863 a n d T 8 & 4 . 28 ;  George B l i s s T ^ r . , t o  t .  w. 
T o s t e r ,  J a n u a r y  2 i ,  186T7 R e g im e n ta l  T a p e r s  P i l e d  W ith  
M u s te r  R o l l s 7 2 0 t h " U . S . C . I . L e t t e r s t 12 /55  t o  1 0 / 6 5 , Re- 
c o r d  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .
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was w ithd raw n  f rom  t h e i r  f i r s t  pay  f o r  u n i f o r m s . 12^

The Union League C l u b ' s  Committee on V o l u n t e e r i n g  

r e p o r t e d  i n  186 4 t h a t  "many o f  t h e  men l e f t  s i t u a t i o n s  

w h ere  t h e y  w e re  g e t t i n g  wages as h i g h  as s i x t y ,  f o r t y  

and t h i r t y  d o l l a r s  t h e  m on th ,  and c h e e r f u l l y  e n l i s t e d  

f o r  t h e . . . s m a l l  pay  o f  t e n  d o l l a r s  a m o n t h . . , . "  I t  

i s  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  some e n l i s t e d  b e c a u s e  r e l i e f  checks  

w ere  g iv e n  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  some p a r t s  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  and i n  t h e  C i t y  s u p e r v i s e r s  d i d  n o t  want  t o  

pay r e l i e f  money t o  'w iv e s  o f  c o l o r e d  m e n . '  P o s s i b l y  

t h e  p ro m is e  o f  l a r g e  b o u n t i e s  e n c o u ra g e d  some t o  e n l i s t . * 2^

The r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h ,  T w e n ty - s ix th  and 

T h i r t y - f i r s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  Regim ents  abound w i th  

a f f i d a v i t s  o f  men who w e re  c h e a t e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  b o u n t i e s .  

B r o k e r s ,  r e c r u i t i n g  a g e n t s ,  s u r g e o n s ,  and m i l i t a r y  

o f f i c e r s  w ere  i n v o l v e d  i n  t a k i n g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  u n s u s p e c t ­

i n g  and i l l i t e r a t e  r e c r u i t s .  W i l l i a m s b u r g h , T a r ry tow n  

and D unk irk  h a d  d i s m a l  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  

b l a c k  r e c r u i t s ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m ost  n o t o r i o u s  was

1 O A
A u to b io g r a p h y  and L e t t e r s  o f  George B l i s s .

167;  Union League c lu b  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee on 
VolunTeTering, 5U. 31.

125Union League Club R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee on 
V o l u n t e e r i n g . 59; James F o rd  Rhodes m e n t io n e d  t h a t  New 
irork c o u n ty  o f f e r e d  b o u n t i e s  o f  $6 77. $300 came from
t h e  c o u n t y ,  $75 f rom  t h e  s t a t e ,  $302 from t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
t o  new r e c r u i t s  and  $100 e x t r a  f o r  v e t e r a n  t r o o p s .  B lack s  
d i d  n o t  i n i t i a l l y  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  b o u n t i e s  b u t  t h e  h ig h  
f i g u r e  a t t r a c t e d  some. James Ford  R hodes ,  H i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  C i v i l  War 1861- 1865 . e d i t e d  w i t h  an i n t r o d u c t i o r i " T y  
E. B. Long, (New Y o rk ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  30 0 -3 0 1 .
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was L a f a y e t t e  H a l l  i n  M a n h a t t a n  u n d e r  G e n e ra l  F r a n c i s
1 *) fiB. S p i n o l a .  A p p o in t e d  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  o f  V olun­

t e e r s  on O c to b e r  1 ,  1862 ,  S p i n o l a  r e c r u i t e d  i n  New York

C i ty  from O c to b e r  16 ,  1862 t o  J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1864 ,  when
12 7he  was r e l i e v e d .  H is  m a c h i n a t i o n s  w ere  r e m a r k a b le .

L a f a y e t t e  H a l l  w as  a n o t o r i o u s  r e c r u i t i n g  h a l l ,  

w here  men w ere  d ru g g ed  an d  t h e n  e n l i s t e d .  The Union 

League Club r e p o r t e d  t h a t  262 r e c r u i t s  w e re  e n l i s t e d  by 

one man t h e r e ,  and t h a t  o f  t h e  $78 ,600  due them , t h e y  

o n ly  r e c e i v e d  $21 ,161  o r  a b o u t  $84 .50  a p e r s o n  which  was 

c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  $300 s t a t e  b o u n t y .  B l i s s  i n ­

formed th e  Times on December 30 ,  1863 t h a t  o v e r  148 men 

h a d  r e c e i v e d  on t h e  a v e r a g e  a b o u t  $50 o f  t h e i r  b o u n ty  

money a t  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l  and  t h a t  b l a c k  men s h o u l d  a v o i d  

t h a t  a r e a . * 28

R e c r u i t s  i n  th e  T w e n t i e t h  R eg im ent  s i g n e d  n u ­

merous a f f i d a v i t s  d e s c r i b i n g  how men c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  La­

f a y e t t e  H a l l  o r  S p i n o l a ' s  B ro o k ly n  o f f i c e  had  c h e a t e d  

them o f  t h e i r  b o u n t i e s .  Very few r e c o v e r e d  t h e i r  money. 

P r i v a t e  O l i v e r  Combeck, Co. B ,  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s

126 Union League Club R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee 
on V o l u n t e e r i n g .

*27war D e p a r tm e n t  t o  C om m iss ioner  o f  P e n s i o n ,  
November 1 2 ,  1879, P e n s io n  F i l e  o f  F r a n c i s  B. S p i n o l a ,  
S o l d i e r  C e r t i f i c a t e  #166389 ,  R eco rd s  o f  t h e  V e te ra n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  R ecord  Group 1 5 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

*2 8New York T i m e s . J a n u a r y  3 ,  1864;  A u to b io g ra p h y  
and L e t t e r s  o f  George B l i s s , 173 ,



t o  C h a p la in  Le Vere  who p r e p a r e d  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  Coxnbeck 

was r e c r u i t e d  i n  Goshen,  New Y o rk ,  by Henry L i t t l e ,  a 

w h i t e  man, who p ro m is e d  him $32 5, " L i t t l e  t o l d  me t h a t  

he w an te d  me t o  go w i t h  h im ,  I t o l d  h im  t h a t  I w ould  

l i k e  t o  e n l i s t  f o r  th e  Rhode I s l a n d  r e g a m e n t ,  he  t h e n  

t o l d  me t h a t  t h a t  w a s " th e  re g a m e n t  t h a t  he b e l o n g e d  t o  

and t h a t  i t  was on R ik e r s  I s l a n d , "  L i t t l e  t r i e d  t o  make 

Combeck drunk b u t  was u n a b l e  t o  g e t  h im  t o  t a k e  one 

d r i n k .  A f t e r  r e a c h i n g  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l  L i t t l e  t o l d  him 

t h a t  t h e y  were  no  l o n g e r  g i v i n g  t h e  $325 b o u n ty  a l l  a t
■m

once b u t  t h a t  " /h § 7  w ould  g e t  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  t h e r e  and 

t h e  two h u n d re d  and s e v e n t y  f i v e  d o l l a r s  when [ h e j  g o t  

on r i k e r s  i s l a n d  and t h a t  he / L i t t l g 7  w ould  be  t h e r e  

t o  s e e  t h a t  ^Combeck/ g o t  i t , "  Combeck, who was sworn 

i n  on December 7,  1863, r e c e i v e d  $5 0 .*29

Henry L i t t l e  d e f r a u d e d  P r i v a t e  Samuel C r a f t ,

Co, F,  who e n l i s t e d  a t  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l  on December 19 ,  

1863, L i t t l e  r e p r e s e n t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  C r a f t  i n  A l l e n v i l l e ,  

New Y ork ,  as a c a p t a i n  in  t h e  2 0 th  U .S .C .T .  and p ro m ise d  

him $300. In New York C i t y  L i t t l e  t o o k  C r a f t  t o  a 

" s p o r t i n g  h o u se  on M erc e r  S t r e e t "  and  from t h e r e  t o  

d i n n e r .  C r a f t  r e c e i v e d  o n ly  $100 f o r  v o l u n t e e r i n g .

On O c to b e r  9 ,  1864, C r a f t  d e s e r t e d  f rom Camp P a r a p e t ,  

L o u i s i a n a . 130

■ ^ A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t .  O l i v e r  Combeck, Co. B, 2 0 th  
USCT, 2 / 2 9 / 6 4 j  Compiled S e r v i c e  R e c o r d s ,  R ecord  Group 94 ,  
N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

*30A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t ,  Samuel C r a f t ,  Co. F ,  2 0 th  
USCT, 3 / 1 2 / 6 4 ,  I b i d .
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Warren N. C u f f e e ,  Co. D, e n l i s t e d  a t  L a f a y e t t e  

H a l l  on December 21, 1863, Two w h i t e s  a p p r o a c h e d  him 

i n  Sag H a r b o r ,  New Y ork ,  and a sk ed  him t o  h i r e  o u t  t o  

t h e  governm ent  as a mule d r i v e r  f o r  $100 p l u s  f u r l o u g h .

"He t o l d  me I s h o u ld  o n ly  h a v e  s i x  months t o  s e r v e , "

C uffee  s t a t e d .  " I  t o l d  him I w ould  n o t  e n l i s t  as a 

s o l d i e r ,  he  t o l d  me h e  would g iv e  me one h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  

down i n  my hand  and 2 5 d o l l a r s  p e r  m on th .  Then I t o l d  

him I w ou ld  go. I t h e n  s i g n e d . . . , "  C u f fe e  o n ly  r e ­

c e i v e d  t h e  $100.

C h a r l e s  D a v is ,  Co. A, was e n l i s t e d  a t  L a f a y e t t e  

H a l l  on December 11, 1863, by  F r e d e r i c k  M i t c h e l l  o f  

W a s h in g to n ,  D. C . , who asked  him t o  come t o  New York t o  

d r i v e  am bulances  f o r  $25 m o n th ly .  M i t c h e l l  p a i d  Davis* 

way t o  M a n h a t ta n .  "When we g o t  o f f  t h e  J e r s e y  C i t y  f e r r y  

b o a t  on t h e  New York S i d e , "  Davis s t a t e d ,  "h e  / M i t c h e l l 7  

h i r e d  a hack  and d rove  me a b o u t  t h e  C i t y  a  l o n g  t im e .

T h i s  was done ,  I e x p e c t ,  t o  p r e v e n t  me from f i n d i n g  th e  

f e r r y  a g a i n ,  f o r  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t im e  I h a d  e v e r  b een  

i n  New York C i t y . "  Davis s i g n e d  e n l i s t m e n t  p a p e r s  b e c a u s e  

M i t c h e l l  a l l e g e d l y  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  s h o o t  him i f  he d i d  n o t  

s i g n .  Davis  r e c e i v e d  $ 2 0 .*32

P r i v a t e  John G lasby ,  Co. D, was p r o m is e d  $ 700 .75

131
A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t .  Warren N, C u f f e e ,  Co, D,

2 0 th  USCT, 3 / 1 2 / 6 4 ,  I b i d .

132A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t ,  C h a r l e s  D a v i s ,  Co, A, 2 0 th  
USCT, 2 /2  7 /6 4 ,  I b i d .



by Henry L i t t l e  who was r e c r u i t i n g  f o r  a Rhode I s l a n d  

r e g i m e n t ,  w hich  was Glasby*s f i r s t  c h o i c e .  A f t e r  h e  

e n l i s t e d  a t  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l  on December 16 ,  186 3,  G lasby  

r e c e i v e d  $ 1 0 0 , * ^  P v t .  W i l l ia m  H. H a l s e y ,  Co. B ,  e n ­

l i s t e d  December 9 ,  1863 b e c a u s e  L i t t l e  p r o m is e d  h im 

$350. A f t e r  he  s i g n e d  th e  e n l i s t m e n t  p a p e r s ,  H a l s e y  

r e p o r t e d ,  ’’L i t t l e  gave me some money r o l l e d  up i n  a 

p a p e r .  I u n r o l l e d  t h e  p a p e r  and found  o n ly  t w e n t y - -  

f i v e  d o l l a r s , . . . I  showed i t  t o  t h e  man t h a t  sw orn  me, 

t h e y  lo o k e d  a t  each  o theT  and s a i d  n o t h i n g .  A l l  th e  

b i l l s  e x c e p t  two I a f t e r w a r d  found t o  be s u c h  as I
1 A

c o u l d  n o t  p a s s . "

In an u n u s u a l  c a s e ,  R e c r u i t  C h a r l e s  Ongway o f  

Co. H, e n l i s t e d  a t  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l  on December 30 ,  186 3. 

George H. C a s s i d y ,  fo rm er  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  o f  t h e  1 6 th  

V i r g i n i a  V o l u n t e e r s  and C a p ta in  B e an ,  a l s o  o f  t h e  1 6 t h ,  

b r o u g h t  him t o  New York from W ash ing ton .  Ongway, who 

h a d  w a i t e d  on t h e  c o l o n e l  o f  the  1 6 th  and was a c q u a i n t e d  

w i t h  Bean ,  r e c e i v e d  $100 f o r  e n l i s t i n g .  The War D e p a r t ­

m e n t ’ s i n v e s t i g a t i o n  showed t h a t  t h e  1 6 th  V i r g i n i a

V o l u n t e e r s  h a d  b ee n  m u s t e r e d  o u t  i n  Ju n e  186 3 and t h a t
135o n ly  t h e  c i v i l  c o u r t s  c o u l d  p r o s e c u t e .

133A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t .  John G la s b y ,  Co. D, 2 0 th  
USCT, 2 / 2 9 / 6 4 ,  I b i d .

13^ A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t .  W i l l ia m  H. H a l s e y ,  Co. B, 
2 0 th  USCT, 2 / 2 7 / 6 4 ,  I b i d .

135A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t .  C h a r l e s  Ongway, Co. H,
2 0 th  USCT, 3 / 1 2 / 6 4 ;  C. W. F o s t e r  t o  Jo h n  A. D ix ,  3 / 2 8 / 6 4  
I b i d .
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Some o f  th e  c a s e s  w ere  t r a g i c ,  f o r  o f t e n  th e  

men who' w ere  c h e a t e d  w ere  th e  on ly  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s .  P r i v a t e  and l a t e r  C o r p o r a l  Newberry J a c k s o n ,

Co. D, was r e c r u i t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  J e r u s a l e m  in  

H em p s tead ,  Long I s l a n d ,  by a Mr. L o n g ley  who p r o m is e d  

him $477 t o  j o i n  S p i n o l a ’ s B r ig a d e .  He e n l i s t e d  on 

December 17 ,  1863, and r e c e i v e d  $100 w i t h  a p ro m is e  

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  r e s t  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  George W. D u b in so n ,  

a  f T i e n d  o f  J a c k s o n  i n  J e r u s a l e m ,  w r o t e  on May 2 3 ,  1864 

t o  M a jo r  G e n e ra l  John  A. D ix ,  commander o f  t h e  D e p a r t ­

ment o f  t h e  E a s t  in  New York C i t y ,  "N ew berry  J a c k s o n . . .  

c h e a t e d  o u t  o f  $200 by a man c a l l e d  L o n g le y ,  and  h i s  

w i f e  and m o th e r  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  you h a d  a r r e s t e d  s a i d  

L o n g l e y . . . a n d  t h a t  you hav e  th e  money u n d e r  y o u r  c o n t r o l .  

The w i f e  i s  a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h e r s e l f ,  b u t  has  

J a c k s o n ’s m o th e r  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  who i s  v e r y  o l d  and 

i n f i r m . "  Dubinson th e n  asked  i f  t h e  money c o u l d  be  

f o rw a r d e d  t o  a r e s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n .  I t  i s  n o t  know i f  

J a c k s o n  r e c e i v e d  h i s  money, b u t  he was g r a t e f u l  t o  h i s  

f r i e n d  f o r  h i s  c o n c e r n .  As J a c k s o n  w r o t e  t o  Dubinson  

on June  2 9 ,  1864, " I  f e e l  happy h e a r e  f rom you  a l l  i t  

r e v i v e  me m u t c h . . . p l e a s e  t o  s e n d  me l e t t e r  s o o n  f o r  i  

am a good s o l d i e r  i n  Co D US C o lo re d  I n f a n t r y .  I have  

n o t  y e t  b i n  p u n i s h . . . b u t  th e y  w an t  t o  p ro m o te  me t o  

c o r p e l  b u t  i  w i l l  n o t  have  th e  p l a c e  i  am good p r i v e t
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and am now r e a d y  t o  go i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  f i g h t .

J a c k s o n  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  many o t h e r s  who w ere  c h e a t e d  

b u t  who w a n te d  t o  rem ain  i n  t h e  army as  good s o l d i e r s .

P r i v a t e s  J o s e p h  C. Sm ith  and W i l l ia m  H. H a r t  o f  

t h e  2 0 th  were  d e f r a u d e d  o f  $2 50 b o un ty  money a t  L a f a y e t t e  

H a l l .  The l o s s  o f  money meant more t h a n  j u s t  a p e r s o n a l  

h a r d s h i p ,  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w ere  a f f e c t e d  t o o .  One o f  

S m i t h ’s c h i l d r e n  d i e d  and h ad  t o  be b u r i e d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  

o f  n e i g h b o r s .  H a r t ' s  m o th e r  was on h e r  d e a th  b e d  w i t h o u t  

t h e  c o m fo r t s  h i s  b o u n ty  money c o u ld  have  p r o v i d e d  h e r .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  Sm ith  and H a r t  e i g h t y  o t h e r  r e c r u i t s  i n
137t h e  2 0 th  Regim ent w ere  c h e a t e d  o u t  o f  $250 b o u n ty  money.

I n  a few c a s e s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  were  p r o ­

v i d e d  w i t h  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  and w ere  a b l e  e i t h e r  t o  

a r r e s t  t h e  q u i l t y  p a r t i e s  o r  f o r c e  them to  r e t u r n  t h e  

s t o l e n  money. P r i v a t e  W i l l i a m  C o r n i s h ,  Co. F , was made 

d runk  by two b l a c k s ,  George S i c k e l s  and h i s  c o u s i n  Sandy 

F e r r i s ,  who to o k  C o rn ish  from M o r r i s i n a ,  W e s t c h e s t e r  

C o u n ty ,  t o  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l .  They p ro m ise d  him a $32 5 b o u n t y ,  

b u t  he  r e c e i v e d  o n ly  $100 from a w h i t e  man. A l e t t e r  f rom 

Samuel S. P o w e l l ,  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  C o rn ish  f a m i l y ,  t o  G e n e r a l  

Dix d e s c r i b e d  W i l l i a m ' s  m o th e r  as an i n v a l i d  who was de-

136A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t . / C o r p o r a l  Newberry J a c k s o n ,
Co. D, 2 0 th  USCT, 1 / 1 9 / 6 4 ;  George W. Dubinson t o  John  A.
D ix ,  5 / 2 3 / 6 4 ;  Newberry  J a c k s o n  to  G. W. Dubinson 6 / 2 9 / 6 4 ,  
I b i d .

*3 ^ A f f i d a v i t  o f  W i l l i a m  Henry H a r t ,  1 / 1 9 / 6 4 ;
L e t t e r  o f  S . T. t o  M ajor  Bow ers ,  1 /2 5 /6  4, R e g im e n ta l  
P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s , 1 /1863  t o  2 /1 8 6 6 ,  2 0 th  USCI,
R eco rd  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s .
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p e n d e n t  upon h e r  s i s t e r  and h e r  s o n .  Dix o r d e r e d  t h e  

a r r e s t  o f  t h e  two p e r p e t r a t o r s  as w e l l  as t h a t  o f  

P a t r i c k  Mackey who drew t h e  b o u n ty  money. The $200 i n  

q u e s t i o n  was r e t u r n e d . ^ ®

David  H u f f  o f  Co. F ,  was b r o u g h t  t o  New York 

from Newark b y  a b l a c k  man named C h a r l e s  Murray and 

p r o m is e d  $200 by  two w h i t e s ,  Reuben O d e l l  who k e p t  a 

p o r t e r  house  i n  Newark and Frank  McCormick who h ad  a 

c r i m i n a l  r e c o r d  i n  Newark. H u f f  r e c e i v e d  $100, In  h i s  

w o rd s ,  "F ran k  McCormick h a d  on m i l i t a r y  c l o t h e s  and r e ­

p r e s e n t e d  h i m s e l f  as  a c a p t a i n  in  t h e  2 0 th  Regiment 

and O d e l l  s a i d  h e  was f i r s t  s a r g e n t . "  G e n e ra l  Dix o r d e r e d  

t h e  two to  r e t u r n  t h e  money, and when t h e y  r e f u s e d  he  h ad  

th  em a r r e s  t e  d . * ̂

With s o  much damaging e v i d e n c e  a g a i n s t  L a f a y e t t e  

H a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  and  G e n e ra l  S p i n o l a  g e n e r a l l y ,  c o u r t  

m a r t i a l  c h a r g e s  w e re  f i l e d .  B e f o r e  t h e  t r i a l  began  on 

J u l y  16 ,  1864 ,  H. Masewe11,  J r . ,  d e s c r i b e d  how a f e l l o w  

s t o c k h o l d e r  i n  t h e  Am erican  S p i r a l  B u t t  H aige  Company,

Hawley D, C l a p p ,  t o l d  him t h a t  he was a d v a n c in g  b o u n ty  

money t o  r e c r u i t s  and  t h a t  he was making more th an  th e  

$700 a day h e  e a r n e d  r u n n i n g  a s u c c e s s f u l  M an h a t tan  h o t e l ,  

th e  E v e r e t t  H o u s e . 140 T es t im o n y  was p r o v i d e d  a b o u t  d rugged  

r e c r u i t s  who n e e d e d  s u p p o r t  t o  s t a n d  up and c o u l d  o n ly

130A f f i d a v i t  o f  W i l l i a m  C o r n i s h ,  Co. F ,  2 0 th  USCT, 
2 / 2 5 / 6 4 ;  Samuel S. P o w e l l  t o  M ajor  G e n e ra l  John  A. D ix ,  
2 / 2 9 / 6 4 ,  C om piled  S e r v i c e  R e c o r d s ,  R ecord  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  
A r c h i v e s •

139A f f i d a v i t  o f  P v t .  David  H u f f ,  Co. F ,  2 0 th  USCT, 
2 / 2 7 / 6 4 ,  M a jo r  C h a r l e s  0 .  J o  l i n e  t o  L t .  C o l .  R. C. Buchanan ,
3 / 1 7 / 6 4 ,  I b i d .
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141answer  q u e s t i o n s  when d i l i g e n t l y  u rg e d  t o  do s o .

S p i n o l a  m u s t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

400 b l a c k s .  R o b e r t  N u g e n t ,  C a p ta in  o f  t h e  1 3 th  U, S .

I n f a n t r y  and S p i n o l a ' s  s u c c e s s o r  a t  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l ,  

s t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  he h a d  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  b r o k e r s  o n ly  one 

b l a c k  had  e n l i s t e d  a t  t h e  h a l l .  And no w onder .  He 

h ad  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  " t h e  m ost  o u t r a g e o u s  f r a u d s  were 

p e r p e t r a t e d  on t h e  u n s u s p e c t i n g  N e g ro e s .  Not more th a n  

f i f t y  d o l l a r s  h a v i n g  b e e n  p a i d  any o f  them, and i n  many 

i n s t a n c e s  th e y  w ere  p u t  o f f  w i t h  as low a sum as f i v e  

d o l l a r s  o f  th e  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  t o  w h ich  th e y  w ere  e n t i t l e d .

G e n e ra l  S p i n o l a  was c h a r g e d  w i t h  c o n d u c t  unbecoming 

an o f f i c e r  and a g e n t le m a n  and n e g l e c t  o f  d u ty  t o  th e  

p r e j u d i c e  o f  good o r d e r  and m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e .  S p e c i ­

f i c a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  him i n c l u d e d  p e r m i t t i n g  so  c a l l e d  b r o k e r s  

t o  e x t o r t  money from r e c r u i t s  a t  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l ,  p e r m i t t i n g  

i n t o x i c a t e d  o r  d ru g g ed  men t o  b e  e n l i s t e d ,  a l l o w i n g  b l a n k  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  t h a t  w ere  s i g n e d  b y  s u rg e o n s  t o  be f i l l e d  

i n  by o t h e r s ,  and f o r  e n l i s t i n g  two F rench  s a i l o r s  who 

c o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h . 1^ 3

^ ■ ^ S ta tem e n t  o f  H. M a s c w e l l ,  J r . ,  3 / 1 1 / 6 4 ,  C our t  
M a r t i a l  o f  Gen. S p i n o l a ,  MM 152 7 ,  Record  Group 153, N a t i o n a l  
A r c h i v e s ,

^ ■ ^ S ta tem e n t  o f  C h a r l e s  H u n t t i n g ,  p r o b a b ly  2 / 6 4 ,
I b i d .

1^2S t a t e m e n t  o f  C a p t a i n  H. F. Brownson, 1 / 2 3 / 6 4 ,  I b i d .

*^3Charges and S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  A g a in s t  F r a n c i s  B. 
S p i n o l a ,  I b i d .
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On August 14 ,  1864, Judge  A dvoca te  Norman J .

H a l l  w i th d rew  th e  c h a rg e s  t o  make them more s p e c i f i c .

The new t r i a l  began  i n  S ep tem ber  and  en d e d  in  December.

Norman n o t i f i e d  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  on March 2 6 ,  1865:

T ha t  many c a s e s  o f  g ro s s  wrong 
and c r u e l t y  o c c u r r e d  a t  L a f a y e t t e  
H a l l  w h i l e  u n d e r  t h e  command o f  
t h e  a c c u s e d  i s  p l a c e d  b ey o n d  a 
d o u b t .  I t  i s  a l s o  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  
t r u e  t h a t  th e  p u b l i c  mind was m i s ­
l e d  i n  i t s  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  f o r c e ,  
k i d n a p p in g ,  i n t i m i d a t i o n ,  d r u g g in g  
and c o r r u p t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w ou ld  be 
d e v e lo p e d  i n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y .  None 
o f  t h e s e  c r im e s  a r e  p r o v e d  / a s  r e ­
g a rd s  S p i n o l a  and we c a n n o t  con­
v i c t  him f o r  m isd eed s  o f  b r o k e r s  and 
r u n n e r s / .  Very  many / s o l d i e r s /  a r e  
shown to  have  s h a r e d  t h e i r  b o u n t i e s
w i t h  th e  b r o k e r s ,  on t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
t h a t  he was t o  a s s i s t  them  t o  d e s e r t .

Norman c o n c lu d ed  t h a t  S p i n o l a  f a i l e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  name

o f  t h e  army and i t  was d o u b t f u l  i f  he h ad  any f u t u r e

u s e f u l n e s s  f o r  th e  s e r v i c e .  P r e s i d e n t  Jo h n so n  a c c e p t e d
144S p i n o l a ’s r e s i g n a t i o n  on J u n e  8 ,  1865.

S p i n o l a  l a t e r  became a co n g res sm an  from New York 

and drew a p e n s i o n  from Ju n e  9 ,  1865 ,  b a s e d  on g u n sh o t

wounds r e c e i v e d  a t  B u l l  Run. H is  m o n th ly  p e n s i o n  was

i n c r e a s e d  t o  $15 on O c to b e r  13 ,  1886 .  He was f i n a l l y  de­

n i e d  an a d d i t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e  b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  n o t  p ro v e

144Norman J .  H a l l  t o  Col .  D. T. Van B u re n ,  8 / 1 4 / 6 4 ;
H a l l  t o  A. L i n c o l n ,  3 / 2 6 / 6 5 ,  I b i d . ; New York T im e s f J u l y  2 4 ,
2 6 ,  2 7 ,  August  2 ,  1 8 ,  1864; War D e p a r tm e n t  t o  Com m iss ioner  
o f  P e n s i o n ,  1 1 / 1 2 / 7 9 ,  S p in o l a * s  P e n s i o n  F i l e ,  RG 15.



t h a t  h i s  v a r i c o s e  v e i n s ,  r i g h t  s h o u l d e r  i n j u r y ,  

h y d r o c e l e  and rh eu m a t ism  were s e r v i c e  r e l a t e d .

P e rh a p s  an u n i d e n t i f i e d  b l a c k  s o l d i e r  i n  

186 3 most f i t t i n g l y  r e a c t e d  to  S p in o la * s  d e v i o u s ­

n e s s .  B l i s s  was on R i k e r s  I s l a n d  when he h e a r d  

t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  had  t a k e n  abou t  $37 ,000  o f  b o u n ty  

money. " I  saw one o f  o u r  c o l o r e d  s o l d i e r s ,  and 

I s a i d  t o  h im ,  ' w e l l ,  my f r i e n d ,  do you t h i n k  you 

can f i g h t  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ? '  S a id  h e ,  "M assa ,  I d o n ' t  

t h i n k  t h i s  y e r e  c o u n t r y  i s  w o r th  f i g h t i n '  f o h . '

S a i d  I ,  'w h a t  i s  t h e  m a t t e r ? '  ' w e l l , '  s a i d  h e ,  ' t h e  

b o s s  h e r e  w o n ' t  l e t  me go down and c l e a n  o u t  G e n e ra l  

S p i n o l a . '

The b o u n ty  f r a u d  prob lem  p l a g u e d  t h e  men o f  

t h e  2 6 th  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o lo red  Troops a l s o .  D unk irk  

r a n k e d  w i t h  L a f a y e t t e  H a l l  f o r  u n s c r u p u lo u s  p r i n ­

c i p l e s .  L t .  James C. Spry  o f  Company H w ro te  on 

F e b r u a r y  3, 1864 ,  t o  th e  p r o v o s t  m a r s h a l  o f  t h e  up ­

s t a t e  c i t y  t h a t  many r e c r u i t s  had b e e n  l u r e d  i n t o  t h e  

s e r v i c e  by  t h e  p ro m ise  o f  l a r g e  b o u n t i e s  t o  b e  p a i d  

t h e r e  o r  a t  E lm i r a  b u t  had  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g .  

S p ry  commented t h a t  many were m a r r i e d  men who e n l i s t e d

■ ^ B u r e a u  o f  P en s io n s  t o  S p i n o l a ,  1 2 / 1 8 / 8 0 ;  
A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  War Dept t o  C om m iss ioner  
o f  P e n s i o n ,  9 / 1 2 / 8 8 ,  S p i n o l a ' s  P e n s io n  F i l e ,  RG 15.

• ^ 6 U n i o n  League Club P ro c e e d in g s  a t  t h e  D in n e r  
o f  t h e  E a r ly T Ie m b e r s  oT t h e  UnTon League TTub . 74.
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i n  o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  " S m a l l  sums 

w e re  g iv e n  them i n  most  c a s e s  t o  s e c u r e  c o n f i d e n c e ,  

b u t  b ey o n d  t h a t  t h e y  hav e  r e c e i v e d  n o t h i n g . "  Spry  

d i d  n o t  b lam e  th e  m i l i t a r y  o r  t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  

o f  D u n k irk  b u t  r a t h e r  " a  mean, co w ard ly  c l a s s  o f  go 

b e t w e e n ,  who r e p r e s e n t  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  n e g r o e s  as 

/ o n e  w ord  i l l e g i b l § 7  r e c r u i t i n g  o f f i c e r s . "  The l i e u ­

t e n a n t  e n c l o s e d  t w e n t y - f o u r  names and t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

o f  t h e i r  e n t r a p m e n t .  Some men w ere  l u r e d  by t h e  p r o ­

m ise  o f  $777 f o r  e n l i s t i n g .  C o l l e c t i v e l y  t h e  t w e n t y - - 

f o u r  w e re  p r o m i s s e d  $12,124. b u t  o n ly  r e c e i v e d  $ 1 ,444  .

S pry  commented " t h e y  a l l  n e e d  t h e i r  money, and e x p e c t  

i t .  They w i l l  have  l i t t l e  h e a r t  t o  do t h e i r  d u ty  i f  

t h e y  do n o t  g e t  i t . "  T h is  was an u n d e r s t a t e m e n t .

L ike  t h e  2 0 t h ,  m ost  members o f  t h e  2 6 th  w ere  

u n a b l e  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  l o s t  b o u n t i e s .  Some i n v e s t i ­

g a t i o n s  showed t h e  r e c r u i t  t o  b e  a t  f a u l t  o r  th e  c r e ­

d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a c c u s e d  t o  be  u n im p e a c h a b le .  Thomas 

H. B e l t ,  Co. H, sw ore  i n  an a f f i d a v i t ,  d a t e d  

F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1864, t h a t  he was p ro m is e d  $670 t o  e n ­

l i s t .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  a b l a c k  man by t h e  name o f  

Brown to o k  h im  t o  h i s  house  i n  th e  B u f f a l o  a r e a  w here  

t h e y  s t a y e d  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  d a y s .  Then a Mr, S t i l l w a g o n

l ^ L t .  James C. S pry  t o  p r o v o s t  M a r s h a l ,  D u n k i rk ,  
New Y o rk ,  R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s ,  L e t t e r s ,  1 /6 4  t o  1 0 /6 5 ,  2 6 th  
USCT, R eco rd  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,



l e d  him t o  t h e  m a r s h a l l ’ s o f f i c e  w here  he e n l i s t e d .

On t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s  S t i l l w a g o n  gave him 

money w hich  amounted t o  a t o t a l  o f  $50. G e n e ra l  Dix 

o r d e r e d  M ajo r  A . S. D iv e n ,  A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  P r o ­

v o s t  M a rs h a l  G e n e ra l  i n  E l m i r a ,  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  money 

i f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o v e d  S t i l l w a g o n  g u i l t y ,  o r  t o  p l a c e  

him i n  c u s to d y  i f  t h e  money was n o t  r e c o v e r e d .  The i n ­

v e s t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  S t i l l w a g o n  had in d e e d  g iv e n  

B e l t  $50,  a due b i l l  f o r  $50 p a y a b l e  upon h i s  a r r i v a l  

a t  E l m i r a  and a c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  $200 p a y a b le  upon 

j o i n i n g  h i s  command. James S .  L yons ,  who p a i d  o u t  

t h e  b o u n t y ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  B e l t  know in g ly  and w i l l ­

i n g l y  a s s i g n e d  t h e  $50 check  and t h e  $200 c e r t i f i c a t e  

o v e r  t o  W i l l i a m  N. Brown i n  o r d e r  t o  pay o f f  h i s  

d e b t s  t o  t h e  l a t t e r .  Diven had  no  c h o ic e  b u t  t o  i n ­

form G e n e ra l  Dix t h a t  B e l t  was e v i d e n t l y  c o n f u s e d  s i n c e  

S t i l l w a g o n  was an a u t h o r i z e d  r e c r u i t i n g  a g e n t  and  a 

r e s p e c t a b l e  c i t i z e n  and b u s in e s s m a n .  Lyons was a 

member o f  t h e  B oa rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  and B e l t  was n o t i ­

f i e d  s e v e r a l  t im es  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c es  o f  h i s  a c t i o n s . *^8

L ike  t h e i r  w h i t e  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  some b l a c k s  e n ­

l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  b o u n ty  money and t h e n  d e s e r t e d .  C o lo n e l  

W i l l i a m  B. W o o s le r  o f  t h e  2 9 th  C o n n e c t i c u t  I n f a n t r y

14® Sta tem en t  o f  Thomas H. B e l t .  2 / 2 4 / 6 4 ;  Dix 
to  D iv e n ,  2 / 2 8 / 6 4 ;  W i l l i a m  Rogers t o  D iven ,  3 / 9 / 6 4 ,  I b i d .
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( c o l o r e d )  in fo rm e d  C o lo n e l  W i l l i a m  S i l l i m a n  o f  t h e  

26 th  Regiment t h a t  M i le s  S h ep ard  and E l i s h a  Thomas 

who r e c e i v e d  b o u n t i e s  had  d e s e r t e d  h i s  r e g im e n t  

and w ere  now i n  S i l l i m a n ' s .  W o o s le r  s e n t  a man who 

co u ld  i d e n t i f y  t h e m , 149

The b o u n ty  f r a u d s  w ere  common b e c a u s e  many 

o f  th e  r e c r u i t s  w ere  i l l i t e r a t e .  A lm ost  a l l  o f  t h e  

a f f i d a v i t s  c o n t a i n e d  t h e i r  marks i n s t e a d  o f  s i g n a t u r e s .  

U n sc rupu lous  o f f i c e r s ,  s u r g e o n s ,  b r o k e r s  and  " f r i e n d l y "  

a g e n t s - - w h i t e  and b l a c k - - s a w  a ch an ce  t o  g e t  r i c h  

q u i c k l y .  In  December 1863, B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  W i l l ia m  

H ays ,  A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  P r o v o s t  M a rsh a l  G e n e ra l  i n  

New York C i t y ,  i s s u e d  c i r c u l a r  No. 27 o r d e r i n g  p r o v o s t  

m a rc h a ls  and r e c r u i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  sw o rn - -  

in  r e c r u i t s  h a d  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  New York C i t y  b o u n ty  o f  

$300. I f  i t  w ere  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  case  

t h e  r e c r u i t  e n l i s t m e n t  p a p e r s  w ere  t o  be d e s t r o y e d .  The 

p r o v o s t  m a r s h a l s  and  r e c r u i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  w ere  t o  t a l l y  

t h e  number e n l i s t e d  by  them d a i l y  and t o  s i g n  a c e r t i -
150f i c a t e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  each  r e c r u i t  r e c e i v e d  h i s  $300. 

T h is  o r d e r  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  o u t s i d e  o f  New York C i t y .

C a p ta in  E w e l l  o f  Co. E, 26 th  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  Troops

^ • ^ W i l l i a m  B. W o o s le r  t o  C ol .  Silman /S i l l im a n 7  
3, 3 1 /6 4 ,  I b i d .

1 5 ° C i r c u l a r  No. 2 7 ,  1 2 / 1 1 / 6 3 ,  C o u r t  M a r t i a l  o f  
G e n e ra l  S p i n o l a ,  RG 153.
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n o t i f i e d  C o lo n e l  D. Y, Van B u ra n ,  D epa r tm en t  o f  th e  

E a s t ,  t h a t  t h i r t y - t h r e e  men i n  h i s  company h ad  been  

c h e a t e d  in  D u n k i rk .  E i g h t  o f  t h e  men w ere  p ro m ise d  

$6 77 a p i e c e  when t h e y  e n l i s t e d  on December 30, 1863,  

and a l l  b u t  one r e c e i v e d  o n ly  $50. Samuel D e l t z ,  

a l o n e ,  r e c e i v e d  $150 b e c a u s e  he  was a d v i s e d  by a con­

s t a b l e  f r i e n d  " i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  c a s h i e r  n o t  t o  a l low  

h i m s e l f  t o  b e  p u t  o f f  w i t h  $50 as  o t h e r s  had  b e e n . " ^ l  

The r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  r e v e a l  th e  

same t a l e  o f  s o l d i e r s  l o s i n g  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

b o u n t i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  r e a d  th e  documents 

t o  which  th e y  w ere  a f f i x i n g  t h e i r  marks o r  b e c a u s e  

th e y  t r u s t e d  t h e  a g e n t s  who p u r c h a s e d  t h e i r  meals  

o r  p r o v i d e d  them w i t h  l o d g i n g  i n  M anha t tan  o r  e l s e ­

where b e f o r e  e n l i s t i n g .  C a p ta i n  Thomas W r ig h t  o f  

th e  3 1 s t  r e p o r t e d  i n  A p r i l  1864 t h a t  f o r t y  men in  h i s  

command h ad  b een  c h e a t e d  o u r  o f  $8 , 1 6 3 . * ^

I t  was a t r a g e d y  f o r  men t o  be c h e a t e d  o u t  o f

a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  b o u n ty  money, b u t  a t  l e a s t  t h e y  

w ere  com m it ted  t o  s e r v i n g  t im e  i n  t h e  army i n  o r d e r  

t h a t  t h e  u n io n  w ou ld  be p r e s e r v e d  and s l a v e r y  d e s t r o y e d .  

But w hat  ab o u t  t h o s e  men who n o r m a l l y  h a d  no  d e s i r e

* S1C a p ta in  J .  E. E w e l l  t o  C ol .  D. Y. Van B u ran ,
3 / 1 1 / 6 4 ,  R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s , 2 6 th  USCT, 
Record  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

152C a p ta i n  T. W r ig h t  t o  V in c e n t  C o l y e r ? ,  4 / 1 2 / 6 4 ,  
R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s , 3 1 s t  USCT, Record  Group 
9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .



f o r  a  m i l i t a r y  l i f e  b u t  s u d d e n ly  and u n d e r  f r i g h t e n ­

i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  found  th e m s e lv e s  i n  t h e  army? 

K id n ap p in g  and  f o r c e d  i n d u c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  

p l a g u e d  b l a c k s  in  t h e  New York C i ty  a r e a .  On August  

18,  1864, two p o l ic em e n  w ere  a c q u i t t e d  o f  k id n a p p in g  

b u t  w ere  found  q u i l t y  o f  b e i n g  o f f  d u t y - w i t h o u t  p e r ­

m i s s io n  when th e y  took  two b l a c k s  t o  B o s to n  f o r

th e  p u r p o s e  o f  e n l i s t i n g  them and c o l l e c t i n g  t h e i r  
15 3b o u n t i e s .  S e a p o r t s  l i k e  New York a t t r a c t e d  many

s a i l o r s  from a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  Some b l a c k  and 

w h i t e  f o r e i g n  seam en ,  succum bing  t o  t h e  t e m t a t i o n s  o f  

w in e ,  women and f a s t  l i v i n g ,  q u i c k l y  found  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

b e w i l d e r e d  and f r i g h t e n e d ,  i n  an army t r a i n i n g  c a m p ; 1 5 ^

In  1864 a ca se  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  k id n a p p i n g  o f  

two b l a c k  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  a r o u s e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t .  James S. B a s s e t t  

w ro te  on F e b ru a ry  28 from R i k e r s  I s l a n d  t o  E. M. 

A r c h i b a l d ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n s u l  in  New York t h a t  he  and 

Thomas Been w ere  s a i l o r s  on t h e  " S a r a h  R, Chapman" o u t  

o f  Bermuda. They l e f t  t h e  s h i p  t o  buy  some to b a c c o  

and w ere  a t t a c k e d  by  f i v e  men who, w i t h  t h e  u se  o f  g u n s ,  

f o r c e d  them t o  e n l i s t  i n  T a r ry to w n  u n d e r  t h e  names o f  

Samuel R o l l i n s  and Jo h n  S m i th .  R o l l i n s  ( B a s s e t t )  was

1 5 %ew York T im e s , August  18 ,  1864.

154E l l a  Lonn, F o r e i g n e r s  i n  The Union Army and 
Navy (B a to n  Rouge ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  451-455.



i n  Company A o f  th e  2 6 th  U .S .C .T ,  w h i l e  h i s  f r i e n d  was 

a s s i g n e d  to  Co. E o f  t h e  same r e g i m e n t .  155 The news 

o f  t h e  k id n a p p in g  r e a c h e d  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e ra l  o f  

Bermuda who in fo rm ed  t h e  g o v e rn o r  t h a t  " s e v e r a l  Bermuda 

v e s s e l s  have been  r e c e n t l y  much c r i p p l e d  a t  New York by 

t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  k e e p in g  t h e i r  c rew s from b e i n g  t a k e n ,  

even  from on b o a rd  t h e i r  v e s s e l s  and c a r r i e d  o f f  f o r  

com pulsory  o r  v o l u n t a r y  e n l i s t m e n t .  The c a s e  now 

b r o u g h t  u n d e r  Y ^o u r /  E / x c e l l e n c ^ /  n o t i c e  i s  n o t  by  any 

means a s o l i t a r y  o n e . ” G overnor  W, S. Orde in f o rm e d  

Lord Lyons, th e  B r i t i s h  m i n i s t e r  i n  W a s h in g to n ,  o f  

th e  m a t t e r .  Consul  A r c h i b a l d  i n  New York n o t i f i e d  

Lord Lyons t h a t  k id n a p p in g  was w i d e s p r e a d  due to  

a t t e m p t s  t o  curb  t h e  b o u n ty  f r a u d s  and  th e  b o u n ty  o f  

$15 men were g iv en  f o r  b r i n g i n g  i n  r e c r u i t s .  Lord Lyons 

c o n t a c t e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  W i l l i a m  H, Seward who in

t u r n  n o t i f i e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Edwin M, S t a n t o n .
156S t a n t o n  o r d e r e d  G e n e ra l  Dix t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  On 

March 15 ,  the  two B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  w ere  o r d e r e d  t o  

r e p o r t  u n d e r  guard  to  G e n e ra l  D i x ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  On 

March 16 ,  j u s t  o v e r  two weeks a f t e r  B a s s e t t  v /ro te  t h e

^ ^ J a m e s  S. B a s s e t t  t o  E. M. A r c h i b a l d ,  2 / 2 8 / 6 4 ,  
R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s , 2 6 th  USCT, Record  
Group 9 4,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

156S. Brownlow Gray t o  th e  G overnor  o f  Bermuda, 
2 / 1 4 / 6 4 ;  W, S .  Orde t o  Lord L yons ,  2 / 1 9 / 6 4 ;  E, M. 
A r c h i b a l d  t o  Lord Lyons,  3 / 1 / 6 4 ;  Lyons t o  W i l l i a m  Seward 
3 / 7 / 6 4 ;  Seward t o  S t a n t o n ,  3 / 1 0 / 6 4 ;  S t a n t o n  t o  D ix ,  
3 / 1 2 / 6 4 ,  I b i d .



B r i t i s h  c o n s u l ,  th e y  w ere  d i s c h a r g e d  from t h e  r e g im e n t
157

by s p e c i a l  o r d e r  No. 67.

The number o f  men v i c t i m i z e d  by b o u n ty  f r a u d s  

o r  k id n a p p in g  i s  unknown, b e c a u s e  i n  some i n s t a n c e s  

men w ere  ashamed to  adm it  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  b een  c h e a t e d  

o r  d e c id e d  t o  make th e  b e s t  o f  a bad  e x p e r i e n c e .  Some 

o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  were  p r o b a b l y  v e r y  b i t t e r  a b o u t  t h e i r  

l o t  b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  were r e m a rk a b ly  t o l e r a n t  o f  t h e i r  

l o s s .  The r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  few b l a c k s  d e s e r t e d  

i n  New York o r  even r a i s e d  a ru ck u s  o v e r  t h e  b o u n ty  

f r a u d s  d u r i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d  a t  R ik e r s  I s l a n d .

T h is  i s  due p r o b a b l y  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  men v o l u n t e e r e d  

knowing t h a t  t h e i r  s a l a r y  was u n e q u a l  t o  t h a t  o f  w h i t e s  

and v iewed  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  more i n  m o r a l - p a t r i o t i c  

te rm s r a t h e r  t h a n  in  f i n a n c i a l  o n e s .  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  

i f  n a t i v e  b o rn  w h i t e s  w ere  e q u a l l y  p l a g u e d  by th e  p r o ­

b lem  o f  b o un ty  f r a u d s .  B e l l  I ,  W i ley  does n o t  m e n t io n  

t h i s  i n  h i s  monumental s t u d y  o f  B i l l y  Yank, F o re ig n  

seam en ,  how eve r ,  were  o f t e n  k id n a p p e d  and d ru g g e d ,  th e n  

e n l i s t e d ,  and l e f t  w i t h  a b o u t  o n e - f o u r t h  o r  l e s s  o f  

t h e i r  b o u n ty .

B lack  s o l d i e r s  w ere  c o n s t a n t l y  ex p o s ed  t o  

r a c i s m .  I t  f a c e d  them in  t r a i n i n g  camps,  i n  u rb a n  a r e a s  

on a s s i g n m e n t s ,  and on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  and even  i n  d e a th

157S p e c i a l  O rde r  No. 67 from B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  
J a c k s o n ,  R i k e r s  I s l a n d ,  N. Y. 3 / 1 5 / 6 4 ,  R e g im e n ta l  P a p e rs  
I s s u a n c e  2 6 th  USCT, Record  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .
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as th e y  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  b u r i e d  a p a r t  from w h i t e s .  To 

g a in  r e s p e c t ,  b l a c k s  h a d  t o  show th e m s e lv e s  t o  b e  b e t t e r  

s o l d i e r s  th a n  w h i t e s .  Most a t t e m p t e d  t o  be  good s o l d i e r s ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some c o u ld  n o t  cope w i t h  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  

army l i f e  compounded by  r a c i s m  and  t h e y  became t r o u b l e ­

m ak ers .  U l t i m a t e l y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  men s e r v e d  t h e i r  

r e g im e n t  and c o u n t r y  w i t h  d e v o t i o n  i f  n o t  d i s t i n c t i o n .

158B e l l  I .  W i le y ,  The L i f e  o f  B i l l y  Yank: The
Common S o l d i e r  o f  t h e  UnioTTT l n d i a n a p o l i s  . 1 9 5 2 )  F o r  a 
w h i t e  r e g i m e n t ' s  p rob lem  w i t h  b o u n t i e s  s e e  John  J .  P u l l e n ,  
The T w e n t i e th  M a in e : A V o l u n t e e r  Regim ent  i n  t h e  C i v i l
W ar. ( P h i l a d e l p h i a .  191T7.), 9 - i l .  Lonn, F o r e i g n e r s  i n  t h e  
Union Army and Navy. 451-452 .



CHAPTER IV

THE MEN AND O F F IC E R S  OF THE
NEW YORK BLACK REGIMENTS

The men who s e r v e d  in  t h e  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s  as 

w e l l  as t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  w ere  s e r v i n g  in  a n o b l e  e x p e r i ­

ment t o  show t h a t  b l a c k s  c o u ld  f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  own 

f reedom .  These men n o t  o n ly  e x p e r i e n c e d  a l l  o f  t h e  

p ro b lem s  t h a t  w h i t e s  f a c e d  such  as p o o r l y  made w ea p o n s ,  

l a c k  o f  s h o e s ,  i n f e r i o r  food  and p a y l e s s  m o n th s ,  b u t  

t h e  e x t r a  d im en s io n  o f  r a c i s m .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

r e c r u i t s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  and fo u g h t  t o  end  

s l a v e r y  as w e l l  as t o  p r e s e r v e  th e  Union .  W hi le  m os t  

w h i t e s  e n l i s t e d  f o r  th e  s t e a d y  incom e, c h o ic e  o f  u n i t ,  

b o u n t i e s ,  p a t r i o t i s m  and e x c i tm e n t  o f  w a r ,  m o t iv e s  o f  

which  B e l l  I .  W iley  w r o t e ,  "none o f  which was d e e p ly  

f e l t , "  most b l a c k s  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  be  p a r t  o f  th e  i n ­

s t r u m e n t a l i t y  d e s t r o y i n g  s l a v e r y . *59

A cco rd in g  t o  F r e d e r i c k  P h i s t e r e r ,  4 ,1 2  5 men 

s e r v e d  in  t h e  t h r e e  r e g im e n t s  (3 ,7 6 6  were  l i s t e d  i n  

t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  d e s c r i p t i v e  b o o k s ) .  For  r e a s o n s

159Bell I .  Wiley, The L i f e  o f  Billy Y ank : The
Common Soldier o f  th e  Union ( I n d i a n a p o l i s . 1 9 5 2 ) .  37-39; 
Dudley Cornish .""The Sable Army: Negro Troops i n  t h e  Union 
Army, 1861- 1865 (New roric, i § 5 6 ) , Z 6 i .
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d i f f e r e n t  th a n  t h o s e  u s e d  by w h i t e s ,  some b l a c k s  l i e d  

a b o u t  t h e i r  a p e ,  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h ,  name and s t a t u s  o f  

f reedom ,  James McHenry, Co. I ,  26 th  U . S . C . T . , e n ­

l i s t e d  u n d e r  t h a t  name, a l t h o u g h  h i s  t r u e  name was 

James Henrv W a sh in g to n ,  He e n l i s t e d  u nder  an a l i a s  

b e c a u s e  he  d i d  n o t  w an t  t o  b e  " r e c o g n i z e d  i f  t a k en  

p r i s o n e r ."160  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  he was a runaway 

s l a v e  who f e a r e d  C o n f e d e r a t e  r e t r i b u t i o n  in  c a s e  o f  

c a p t u r e .

The 1 ,325  men l i s t e d  in  t h e  20th  R e g im e n t ’s 

D e s c r i p t i v e  Book v a r i e d  from 151 in  Co. A t o  92 in  

Co. F. Companies K, I and E h ad  145 ,  141 and 140 men 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  w h e rea s  Companies C, G, and H a c c o u n te d  

f o r  139, 137 and 130 men. The r e g im e n t  was ro u n d ed

o u t  w i t h  12 8 and 122 men i n  Companies D and B . ^ l

The men who s e r v e d  in  th e  T w e n t ie th  Regiment 

w ere  n o t  t h r i l l - s e e k i n g  y o u n g s t e r s  b u t  m a tu re  men

w i t h  t h e  a v e r a g e  age o f  2 6 .6  a t  th e  t im e o f  e n l i s t m e n t .

S e v e n t e e n  p e r c e n t  (230) w ere  t e e n a g e r s ;  f i f t y - t w o  p e r ­

c e n t  (69 3) w ere  i n  t h e i r  t w e n t i e s ;  tw e n ty - tw o  p e r c e n t  

(287) w ere  i n  t h e i r  t h i r t i e s ,  w h i l e  n i n e  p e r c e n t  (119)  

w ere  f o r t y  y e a r s  o l d  o r  o l d e r ,  w i t h  t h e  o l d e s t  r e c r u i t  

b e i n g  f i f t y - o n e .  The ages o f  f o u r  o f  t h e  men w ere

160pr e d e r i c k  P h i s t e r e r ,  com p,,  New York i n  t h e  
War o f  t h e  Rebellion., 1861-1865 ( 3 r d  ed .  , 6 v o l s . ,
A lb a n y ,  1921 ,  I .  62;  D e p o s i t i o n  o f  James McHenry ,  Ju n e  
14 ,  1887 ,  P e n s io n  F i l e  o f  Henry B i r d ,  Co. K, 26 th  USCT, 
Widow’s C e r t i f i c a t e  #348131 ,  R G 1 5 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

*6 1 C o m p i la t io n  o f  T ro o p s ,  D e s c r i p t i v e  Book, 2 0 th  
R e g t . , USCT, RG 94 N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .
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unknown o r  n o t  s t a t e d .

A l though  t h e  T w e n t i e th  Regiment was r a i s e d  

i n  New York S t a t e ,  j u s t  o v e r  h a l f  o f  th e  r e c r u i t s  

w ere  b o rn  i n  t h e  Empire S t a t e ,  A p p ro x im a te ly  seven  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men w ere  b o rn  in  New J e r s e y  

and V i r g i n i a  e a c h ,  w i t h  a b o u t  f i v e  p e r c e n t  c i t i n g  

Canada ,  M ary land  and P e n n s y l v a n i a  as t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  

b i r t h .  The r e c r u i t s  n o t  o n ly  l i s t e d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  

s t a t e s  as b i r t h p l a c e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  West I n d i e s ,

S ou th  A m er ic a ,  Mexico and A f r i c a .  R e g a rd le s s  o f  where 

t h e y  w ere  b o m ,  a l l  o f  t h e  r e c r u i t s  were  d e s c r i b e d  

i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i v e  book as b l a c k ,  Negro o r  c o l o r e d .  

A l though  many o f  t h e  men e n l i s t e d  in  New Y ork ,  i t  i s  

c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  th e y  came to  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  s o l e  

p u r p o s e  o f  j o i n i n g  th e  r e g i m e n t .  Many o f  t h e  S o u th e rn  

b o rn  r e c r u i t s  p r o b a b ly  j o i n e d  th e  r e g im e n t  i n  th e  South  

b u t  i t  i s  n o t  known how masiy were s l a v e s ,  b ec a u se  men 

o f t e n  l i e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  s t a t u s  in  o r d e r  to  o b t a i n  

b o u n t i e s .

The p r e - w a r  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  t h e  20 th  Regiment 

d i f f e r  from t h o s e  c i t e d  by a w h i t e  Maine r e g im e n t  and 

from p r e d o m i n a n t l y  s l a v e  r e g im e n t s  r a i s e d  in  Kentucky 

as w e l l  as th e  p r e - w a r  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  a l l  w h i t e  Union

162jbid. , Compilation of recruits by companies. 
The average age of the Union forces was 2 5 ,8  at time 
of enlistment. E. B, Long with Barbara Long, The Civil 
War Day by Day, with a Foreward by Bruce Catton (Garden 
City, New Y o rk ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  707.

l ^ c o j n p i i a t i o n  o f  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  r e c r u i t s  by com 
p a n i e s , D e s c r i p t i v e  Book, 2 0 th  Regiment USCT, RG 94.
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f o r c e s .  F o r t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  2 0 t h ' s  r e c r u i t s  

l i s t e d  " l a b o r e r "  as t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t w e n t y - s i x  

p e r c e n t  were f a r m e r s ,  w i t h  ab o u t  n i n e  p e r c e n t  as dock- 

w o r k e r s ,  s a i l o r s  o r  b o a tm en .  In  c o n t r a s t  t h e  20th Maine 

had t h i r t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  and  t w e n t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  

men as p r e - w a r  f a rm e r s  and l a b o r e r s  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  w h e re ­

as f o r t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  l i s t e d  

" f a rm e r "  as t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n ,  w i t h  t w e n t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  

c la im in g  m echan ics  and s i x t e e n  p e r c e n t  c i t i n g  " l a b o r e r " .  

H e r b e r t  Gutman h as  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  97.44% o f  t h e  20 ,039 

s l a v e s  who j o i n e d  t h e  army in  Kentucky c i t e d  " f a rm e r "  

o r  " l a b o r e r "  as t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  w h i l e  

M anhattan  had  o v e r  1 ,000  b l a c k  s e r v a n t s ,  o n ly  t e n  r e ­

c r u i t s  in  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i m e n t s  gave t h a t  o c c u p a t i o n ,  a 

f a c t  which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  m ost  o f  t h e  s e r v a n t s  were women 

or  t h a t  em ployers  w ere  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  lo s e  good male 

w orke rs  to  t h e  m i l i t a r y .

The T w e n t y - s i x t h  Regiment t o t a l l e d  1,230 men w i th  

119, 124 and 117 a s s i g n e d  to  Companies A, B and C r e ­

s p e c t i v e l y .  Companies D, E, and F a c c o u n te d  f o r  133,

122 and 115 men, w h e re a s  Companies G, H, I and K h ad  120,

119, 132 and 129 men r e s p e c t i v e l y . 165 The av e ra g e  age

164C o m p i la t io n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  r e c r u i t s  by com­
p a n i e s .  John J .  P u l l e n ,  The T w e n t i e th  M a in e : A V o lu n te e r
Regiment in  t h e  C i v i l  War ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 9 $ 7 ) , 1 i ; W i l l ia m  
F. Fox, R e g im en ta l  L o sse s  in  t h e  American C i v i l  W ar , 1861- 1865 
(A lbany ,  188^J , 6 2 ,  6$;  H e r F e r t  Gutman " t im e  on th e  C ro s s :
The Economics o f  A m er ican  Negro S l a v e r y , "  ( re v iew )  J o u r n a l  o f  
Negro H i s t o r y , LX ( J a n .  1 9 7 5 ) ,  123-126 ;  New York H e r a l d , 
J a n u a r y  25, 1861. The War o f  th e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r  3 ,  IV,
1270 c i t e  2 3 ,703  b lac lc s  f o r T e n t u c k y .
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was 26 ,8  y e a r s  w i th  tw en ty  p e r c e n t  (2 47) b e i n g  t e e n ­

a g e r s ;  f o r t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  (578) w ere  i n  t h e i r  t w e n t i e s ;  

t w e n t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  (278) w ere  i n  t h e i r  t h i r t i e s ,  w h i l e  

t e n  p e r c e n t  (126) w ere  f o r t y  o r  above w i t h  t h e  o l d e s t ,  

f i f t y - n i n e .  The age o f  one r e c u i t  was unknown,*66

A lthough Docton Thomas o f  Company I s a i d  i n  189 4 

t h a t  the  " g r e a t e r  p r o t i o n  o f  ou r  r e g im e n t  ^was from th e  

S o u t h / ,  " t h e  s t a t e d  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t h e  men i n d i c a t e d  t h a t

on ly  ab o u t  t w e n t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  w ere  b o r n  in  e i t h e r  t h e
1 f\ 7

b o r d e r  s t a t e s  o r  t h e  deep S o u th .  J u s t  o v e r  h a l f  o f  

t h e  men w ere  b o r n  in  t h e  Empire S t a t e .  N e a r ly  t h r e e  p e r ­

c e n t  o f  t h e  r e c r u i t s  w ere  f o r e i g n  b o r n  ( e x c l u d i n g  Canada) 

w i t h  t h e  West I n d i e s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f i f t e e n .  E ig h te e n  o t h e r s  

came from P o r t u g a l ,  S p a i n ,  The Cape Verde  I s l a n d s ,  C h i l e ,  

The E a s t  I n d i e s ,  I n d i a ,  M ex ico ,  F r a n c e ,  C e n t r a l  America
1 f\ ftand A f r i c a .  F o r t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  the  r e c r u i t s  had

b een  l a b o r e r s ,  w h i l e  t w e n t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  and s e v e n  p e r c e n t

165pe s c r i p t i v e  Book 26 th  R eg t .  USCT, Companies A 
t o  K, c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  r e c r u i t s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  r e g i m e n t ,  
Record  Group, 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

1 6 6 c o m p i la t io n  o f  th e  ages o f  th e  r e c r u i t s  by 
com panies .

• ^ ^ C o m p i l a t i o n  0 f  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  men by com pan ies ;  
D e s p o s i t i o n  o f  Docton Thomas, J u l y  7 ,  1894, P en s io n  F i l e  
o f  Wm. Fox, Co. E, 2 6 th  USCT, M o th e r ’s C e r t i f i c a t e  #402712, 
Record  Group 15,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

®Compila t ion  o f  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  men by co m p an ie s ,  
D e s c r i p t i v e  Book 2 6 th  R e g t .  USCT, Record Group 94 .



were p r e - w a r  f a rm ers  and seam en ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y . 1^®

T h e■ T h i r t y - f i r s * t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  Regiment 

d i f f e r e d  from t h e  T w e n t i e th  and th e  T w e n ty - s ix th  in  

t h a t  n e a r l y  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  r e c r u i t s  came from 

C o n n e c t i c u t  and W a s h in g to n ,  D. C. , combined. Of th e  

1 ,211  men l i s t e d  in  t h e  r e g i m e n t ’ s d e s c r i p t i v e  b o o k ,

429, o r  T h i r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t ,  w ere  r a i s e d  in  t h e  Nutmeg 

S t a t e  and 156, o r  T h i r t e e n  p e r c e n t ,  w ere  e n l i s t e d  in  

th e  n a t i o n ’s c a p i t a l .  On Ju n e  8 ,  1864,  t h e  30 th  Con­

n e c t i c u t  V o lu n t e e r s  ( c o l o r e d )  and th e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  

w ere  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  t h e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  17® The b r e a k ­

down o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  by  companies shows 12 7 men in  

Company A; 12 3 men f o r  Company B; 145 men f o r  Company 

C; 136 men f o r  Company D; 131 men f o r  Company E; 131 men 

f o r  Company F; 10 8 men f o r  Company G; 10 3 men f o r  

Company H; 112 men f o r  Company I and 95 men f o r  Company 

K. 1^1 The av e ra g e  age o f  t h e  r e c r u i t s  was 2 5 .3  y e a r s .  

E ig h te e n  p e r c e n t  (225) w ere  t e e n a g e r s ;  f i f t y - s i x  p e r ­

c e n t  (685) w ere  i n  t h e i r  t w e n t i e s ;  s i x t e e n  p e r c e n t  (196) 

w ere  i n  t h e i r  t h i r t i e s  w h i l e  s e v e n  p e r  c e n t  w ere  age 

f o r t y  o r  above w i t h  t h e  o l d e s t  r e p o r t e d l y  b e i n g  s i x t y - -

f o u r .  The age o f  a b o u t  two p e r c e n t  (2 7) was e i t h e r  un-
1 79

known o r  n o t  s t a t e d .  U n l ik e  t h e  r e c r u i t s  o f  th e  2 0 th

• ^ C o m p i l a t i o n  0 f  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  men b y  companies

170De s c r ip - t iv e  Book 3 1 s t  R eg t .  USCT, companies A 
t o  K, RG 94 ;  3 1 s t  USCT O rd e r  Book, Cos. A, B 8 D t o  K, 
R eg im en ta l  O rder  No. 4 ,  6 / 8 / 6 4 ,  RG 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A rc h iv e s

1 7 1 c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  r e c r u i t s  a s s i g n e d  t o  companies 
D e s c r i p t i o n  Book 3 1 s t  R e g t .  USCT, RG 94.

172compilation of age of recruits by companies.
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and 2 6 th  R e g im e n ts ,  n e a r l y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  

i n  t h e  3 1 s t  w ere  s o u t h e r n  b o m ,  a f a c t  which  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  many w ere  runaway s l a v e s  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  e n l i s t m e n t .  

F o r t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e c r u i t s  w ere  b o r n  in  S o u th e r n  

s t a t e s  w i t h  on ly  e i g h t e e n  p e r c e n t  and s i x  p e r c e n t  coming 

from New York and C o n n e c t i c u t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  F ive  p e r c e n t  

o f  t h e  men e i t h e r  d id  n o t  s t a t e  t h e i r  b i r t h p l a c e ,  o r  t h e  

w r i t i n g  was i l l e g i b l e .  Four  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e c r u i t s  w ere  

f o r e i g n  b o r n  ( e x c l u d i n g  C a n a d a ) , w i t h  t h i r t y - t w o  o r  two 

p e r c e n t  coming from th e  West I n d i e s .  F o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  i n c l u d e d  A f r i c a ,  Sou th  A m e r ic a ,  M ex ico ,  P o r ­

t u g a l ,  F r a n c e ,  C h in a ,  E n g la n d ,  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  and S p a i n .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  men w ere  l i s t e d  as b l a c k ,  Negro o r  c o l o r e d ,  

and c i r c u m s t a n c e  which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p e r h a p s  r e c r u i t i n g  

o f f i c e r s  d e s c r i b e d  them as b l a c k  b e c a u s e  th e y  were  n o t  

w h i t e .  A l l  had  s t a n d a r d  American names; e i t h e r  th ey  h ad  

a c c u l t u r a t e d  o r  t h a t  th e  m i l i t a r y  gave them names e a s y  t o  

p r o n o u n c e . 173

The o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  3 1 s t  Re­

g im e n t  w ere  s i m i l a r  i n  ty p e s  and numbers  t o  t h e  o t h e r  two 

r e g i m e n t s , w i t h  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  c i t i n g  " f a r m e r "  and tw en ty  

two p e r c e n t  s t a t i n g  " l a b o r e r . ” 174

I t  i s  n o t  known i f  t h e  s i x  who gave A f r i c a  as t h e i r  

b i r t h p l a c e  w ere  smuggled i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  

o f  t h e  Act o f  180 7 o u t l a w in g  American  in v o lv e m e n t  i n  the  

A f r i c a n  s l a v e  t r a d e .  The y o u n g e s t  was tw e n ty -o n e  w h i l e  th e

1 ̂ C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  men by  com pan ie s .  

! 7 4 c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  men by co m p an ie s .
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o l d e s t  was f o r t y - t h r e e .  A l l  e x c e p t  one was a seaman.

As a s o u rc e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  

d e s c r i p t i v e  books a r e  i n a c c u r a t e  b e c a u s e  more men were  

d r a f t e d  th a n  th e  books i n d i c a t e .  The t h r e e  d e s c r i p t i v e  

books  c i t e  f o r t y - s e v e n  d r a f t e e s  in  t h e  t h r e e  b l a c k  

r e g im e n t s  w i th  t h i r t y - s i x  coming from th e  T w e n t i e t h  

Reg im ent .  O f f i c i a l  l e t t e r s  and t e l e g r a m s ,  h o w ev e r ,  

p r o v i d e  h i g h e r  f i g u r e s .  The T w e n t i e th  Regim ent had  

ab o u t  840 men in  the  f a l l  o f  1864, due t o  d e a t h  by 

d i s e a s e  o r  t r a n s f e r s  t o  t h e  navy .  C o lo n e l  B a r t ra m  

r e q u e s t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  on Sep tem ber  5 t o  go t o  New 

York t o  o b t a i n  150 r e c r u i t s  " from  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d r a f t  

and r e c r u i t i n g  d e p o t s  in  /New York7 S t a t e . "  He was 

g r a n t e d  a t h i r t y  day le a v e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  The 

d r a f t  was n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  in  t h e  f a l l  o f  1864 th e  

Union League Club was o n ly  p a y in g  a b o u n ty  o f  f i v e  

d o l l a r s  t o  r e c r u i t s . On November 11,  and l a t e r  

on December 22 ,  the  War D epa r tm en t  o r d e r e d  B r i g a ­

d i e r  G e n e ra l  E. W, H in k s ,  Commanding D r a f t  Rendez­

vous i n  New York C i t y ,  t o  " a s s i g n  and fo rw a rd "  78

^ ^ B a r t r a m  t o  J .  S c h u y le r  C ro sb y ,  S ep tem ber  5 ,  
1864; S p e c i a l  O rd e r  No. 241 ,  o r d e r  o f  Gen. B an k s ,  
Sep tem ber  7 ,  1864 ,  Compiled S e r v i c e  Record  o f  N e ls o n  
B. B a r t r a m ,  Record  Group 94 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

l ^ G e o r g e  B l i s s ,  J r . ,  e t .  a l ,  t o  S. W. W ald ron ,  
O c to b e r  1 ,  1864, R e g t .  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  2 0 th  
USCI, RG 9 4.
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and 19 d r a f t e d  men r e s p e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  T w e n t i e th  

Regim ent U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  Troops  i n  th e  De­

p a r t m e n t  of  t h e  G u l f .^ -^  On November 2 9 th  t h e  D r a f t  

Rendezvous a t  New Haven acknow ledged  a War D ep a r tm en t  

o r d e r  r e q u e s t i n g  50 b l a c k  d r a f t e e s  t o  be s e n t  t o  th e  

3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  in  V i r g i n i a .  E leven  days  l a t e r  17 a d ­

d i t i o n a l  d r a f t e e s  w ere  fo rw a rd ed  t o  t h e  3 1 s t  Reg im ent .  

Between November 29 ,  1864 and J a n u a r y  10,  1865 ,  16 7 

d r a f t e e s  were a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  *^8

A l l  t y p e s  o f  b l a c k  men e n l i s t e d  and s e r v e d  

t h e i r  c o u n t r y  in  t h e  C i v i l  War. Most w ere  i l l i t e r a t e  

b u t  seem t o  have  b een  h o n e s t  and h a r d  w o rk in g .  Some, 

h o w ev e r ,  w ere  l a z y  and p ro n e  t o  c r i m i n a l i t y ,  as  w i l l  

b e  n o t e d  in  C h a p te r  5. Among t h e  e n l i s t e d  men was 

W i l l i a m  D e r ic k s o n  o f  t h e  2 6 th  R e g im e n t ,  whoes w h i t e  

m o th e r  was m urdered  d u r i n g  t h e  b lo o d y  New York d r a f t  

r i o t s .  H is  c l o t h e s  w ere  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  camphor and  

s t r a w  was p i l e d  ove r  him; q u ic k  p o l i c e  a c t i o n  s a v e d  

D e r i c k s o n  from d e a t h . *^9 Enoch C a r t e r ,  a t h i r t y - o n e  

y e a r  o l d  seaman who s e r v e d  in  Co. E, 3 1 s t  U . S . C . T . ,  

was p rom oted  t o  c o r p o r a l  on May 1,  1864. He saw 

a c t i o n  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  C r a t e r  on J u l y  30 ,  1864.

17?I b i d . » War D ep t .  A d j t .  Gen. O f f i c e  ( t e l e g r a m )  
t o  B r i g .  Gen. E. W. H i n k s , Nov. 11 ,  1864.

l ^ P a r k e r  t o  M e r r i l l ,  Nov. 29 ,  1864 ,  R e g t .  
P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s ,  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 9 4 ;  H. C lay  Wood t o  
A. Cady, Dec. 10 ,  1864; H. C lay  Wood t o  Commanding 
O f f i c e r  3 1 s t  USCT, Dec. 16 ,  1864,  J a n .  10 ,  1865 ,  R e g t .  
P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 94 .
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The d e s c r i p t i v e  book f o r  h i s  company d e s c r i b e d  him 

a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  as " a  b r a v e  / a n d ?  a good s o l d i e r . 11 

C a r t e r  was p rom oted  t o  s e r g e a n t  on March 2 ,  1865 , b u t  

f o r  unknown r e a s o n s  he d e s e r t e d  a t  White Ranch, T e x a s ,  

on J u l y  1,  1865.^®^

The b r a v e r y  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s  was e x e m p l i f i e d  by 

Henry C l a r k s o n ,  Co. F, 26 th  U .S .C .T .  T h is  New J e r s e y  

b o r n  f a r m e r  e n l i s t e d  on J a n u a r y  14 ,  1864 and d ie d  on 

J u l y  7 ,  a t  J o h n ' s  I s l a n d ,  South  C a r o l i n a .  As he de­

s c r i b e d  i n  h i s  com pany 's  d e s c r i p t i v e  b o o k ,  he  "was 

f i r s t  wounded in  / t h e /  arm and o r d e r e d  t o  / t h e /  r e a r  

t o  have  t h e  wound d r e s s e d ,  b u t  th ro u g h  d e s i r e  t o  h e l p  

though  w i t h  t h e  f i g h t  k e p t  on w i t h  h i s  company; on ly  

a few moments e l a p s e d  when he  was blown t o  p i e c e s  by 

one o f  t h e  enemy's  s h e l l s . " ^ *

W i l l i a m  H. D eca to  o f  Co. F,  2 6 th  Reg im ent ,  had  

h i s  m uske t  s h o t  t o  p i e c e s  in  h i s  hands  a t  J o h n ' s  I s l a n d ,  

b u t  he e s c a p e d  unharmed. The same t h i n g  happened  to

D a n ie l  E. M i l l s  o f  Co. F o f  J u l y  7 ,  1864, b u t  on August  1
182

he c a r e l e s s l y  s h o t  o f f  h i s  r i g h t  f o u r  f i n g e r s .  B lack

■I J Q
She was described as white by Benajamin Quarles, 

The Negro in the Civil War (Boston, 1953) , 241; Henry W. 
Bellows. Historical STcetch of the Union League Club of 
New York: Its Origin, Organization, and Work 1863- 11T79
TTTewTork, TTT79)" i SId . -----------------------------------------------------------

^ • ^ D e s c r i p t i v e  Book 3 1 s t  USCT, see  Co. E . , RG 94 .

■ ^ ^ D e s c r i p t i v e  Book 2 6 th  USCT, see  Co. F, RG 94
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reg im e n ts  g e n e r a l l y  w ere  p r o v i d e d  w i th  i n f e r i o r  w eapons ,  

and i t  was p r o b a b l y  an o u t d a t e d  p i e c e  t h a t  c o s t  David 

F i t c h ,  Co. A, 2 6 th  U . S . C . T . ,  h i s  r i g h t  hand .  On August 

28,  1864 h i s  m uske t  a c c i d e n t a l l y  d i s c h a r g e d  w h i l e  he 

was on d u ty  a t  F o r t  Duane,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a .  On November 

8, 1864 he d i e d  o f  t y p h o i d  m a l a r i a l  f e v e r  in  t h e  G e n e ra l  

H o s p i t a l  a t  B e a u f o r t ,  South  C a r o l i n a .

The r e c o r d  does n o t  i n d i c a t e  what  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

th e  men were s l a v e s  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  e n l i s t m e n t .  About 

txventy-two p e r c e n t  o f  th e  4 ,125 s o l d i e r s  were b o rn  in  

the  S o u th ,  and many p r o b a b l y  had  been  in  bondage .  E v i ­

d e n t l y  some s l a v e s  e n l i s t e d  as f r e e  men in  o r d e r  to  

o b t a i n  b o u n t i e s .  P e r r y  T a l b o t ,  whose r e a l  name was 

P e r ry  Thompson, e n l i s t e d  as a f r e e  b l a c k  b u t  was a s l a v e .

In  some c a s e s  s l a v e s  v o l u n t e e r e d  w i t h  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e i r  

owners.  W arner  M oore ,  s l a v e  o f  Henry Welshaus o f  M a r t i n s -  

b u r g ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  e n l i s t e d  i n t o  Co. F, 2 0 th  U .S .C .T .  

on December 19 ,  186 3 in  New York C i t y .  W i l l ia m  Henry 

B a rb e r  was m u s t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  2 0 th  Regiment a t  Hempstead ,

New Y ork ,  on December 30,  1863, His owner,  C a r o l in e  V. 

S p a ld in g  o f  W a s h in g to n ,  D. C . , s u b m i t t e d  a c l a im  f o r

*83 I b i d . , See Co. A. Some w h i t e  t r o o p s  r e c e i v e d  
i n f e r i o r  weapons t o o .  The T e n th  New York V o lu n te e r s  r e ­
c e iv e d  1842 S p r i n g f i e l d  m u s k e t s .  C h a r l e s  W. Cowtan, 
S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  T en th  New York V o lu n te e r s  ( N a t i o n a l  
Z o u av es ,)  in  t h e  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n  (New Y ork ,  1 8 8 2 ) ,  28.
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1 fidco m p en sa t io n  on J a n u a r y  17 ,  186 7, w h ich  was ap p ro v ed .  OH

The Union League C lu b ,  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r a i s ­

in g  th e  2 0 th  and 26 R e g im e n t s ,  U . S . C . T . ,  and p a r t  o f  t h e  

3 1 s t ,  d i s p l a y e d  f a i t h  i n  t h e  r e c r u i t s ,  h o n e s t y .  The 

" q u a r t e r m a s t e r  h a d  f u l l  c r e d i t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  s u p p l i e s  

i n  New York and t h e  l e t t e r s  and p a c k a g e s  o f  t h e s e  r e ­

c r u i t s  r e c e i v e d  f r e e  t r a n s p o r t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e r v i c e s :  o f  

t h e  Union League Club .  J a c k s o n  S, S c h u l t z  opened a c c o u n t s  

w i th  t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  q u a r t e r m a s t e r s  and s u p p l i e d  them w i t h  

s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  w o r th  o f  p e r s o n a l  i t e m s  su c h  as 

t o b a c c o .  " F o r  e v e ry  d o l l a r  and c e n t  t h u s  a d v a n c e d ,"

J a c k s o n  commented, " I  was p a i d .  The same c a n n o t  be s a i d  

o f  any / w h i t e /  r e g im e n t s  t h a t  e v e r  w en t  from /New York 

C i t y ? . " 185

I n s u f f i c i e n t  p ay  was one o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why th e  

men e s t a b l i s h e d  c r e d i t  w i t h  S c h u l t z .  L ike o t h e r  b l a c k  

r e c r u i t s  t h e  s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  New York r a i s e d  r e g im e n t s  

r e c e i v e d  o n ly  s ev en  d o l l a r s  a month a f t e r  p a y in g  f o r  

t h e i r  c l o t h e s .  P r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  New York f o r  New O r le an s  

t h e  t r o o p s  o f  t h e  2 0 th  Regim ent  were i s s u e d  $2 4 .50 w o r th

184War D ep a r tm en t  t o  Com missioner  o f  P e n s i o n s ,  
November 2 2 ,  1901, P e n s io n  F i l e  o f  P v t .  P e r r y  T a l b o t ,  
Companies C and F, 3 1 s t  USCT, S o l d i e r ' s  C e r t i f i c a t e  
#752 743, RG 15; C la im  f o r  C om pensa t ion  f o r  E n l i s t e d  
S l a v e ,  Compiled S e r v i c e  R e c o rd ,  P v t .  Warner  Moore, Co.
F ,  2 0 th  USCT, RG 94 ;  Compiled  S e r v i c e  R e co rd ,  Wm. Henry 
B a r b e r ,  Co. E. 2 0 th  USCT, RG 94.

*^Henry W. Bellows, Historical Sketch of the 
Union League Club, 19 4; Banquet Given TTy the TTemfrers of 
the tJnion League Club of l8o^"“ahd 18F4 to Commemorate 
the departure tor the "Seat of War of the Twentieth 
Tfe~giment o f . . .TToTorecT Troops~(!TSw YorTc7“TS86}7 25".
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o f  i tem s  f o r  which t h e y  had  t o  p a y .  The p e r s o n a l  i tem s  

in c l u d e d  a fo ra g e  c a p ,  a f l a n n e l  l i n e d  s a c k  c o a t ,  a 

p a i r  o f  t r o u s e r s ,  two p a i r s  o f  k n i t  d ra in e r s ,  a p a i r  

o f  i n f a n t r y  b o o t s ,  two p a i r s  o f  s t o c k i n g s ,  an o v e r c o a t ,
1 R fia b l a n k e t ,  k n a p s a c k ,  h a v e r s a c k  and c a n t e e n .

Who were  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s ?

D uring  th e  c i v i l  War r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  l i m i t e d  th e  number
187o f  commissioned b l a c k  o f f i c e r s  t o  a b o u t  one h u n d re d .

There  were no com missioned b l a c k  l i n e  o f f i c e r s  s e r v i n g  

w i t h  t h e  New York r e g i m e n t s .  James B. S c h e r m e r h o m , a 

b l a c k  c i v i l i a n ,  was examined by a m i l i t a r y  b o a r d  on 

S ep tem ber  22,  1864. He p a s s e d  t h e  r i g o r o u s  e x a m in a t io n  

and was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  2 0 th  Reg im ent  U .S .C .T .  as a 

s e co n d  l i e u t e n a n t .  He d id  n o t  s e r v e  i n  t h e  r e g i m e n t ,  

how ever ,  and h i s  name does n o t  a p p e a r  in  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f
*1 O O

t h e  War D epar tm en t .

C h a p la in s  were t h e  o n ly  b l a c k  com m issioned  o f f i c e r s  

t o  whom t h e  e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  2 0 t h ,  26 th  and 3 1 s t  

Regiments co u ld  f e e l  f r e e  t o  t a k e  p ro b le m s .  Henry H ig h la n d  

C a r n e t ,  t h e  m i l i t a n t  New York P r e b y s t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  was 

t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h o ice  f o r  c h a p l a i n  o f  th e  20 th  R eg im en t ,  b u t

186Account o f  C l o t h i n g  I s s u e d  to  R e c r u i t s  f o r  t h e  
20 th  R eg t .  US C o l 'd  Troops by C ap t .  S .H .H . P a r s o n s ,  P r o ­
v o s t  M arsh a l  14th  D i s t .  NY, R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  
J a n .  1863 - Feb. 1866,  2 0 th  USCT, RG 94.

*®^Dudlev C o r n i s h ,  The S a b l e  Arm CNew Y ork ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,
214.

l 8 8 I b i d . ,  217; S t u a r t  L. B u t l e r  ( N a t i o n a l  A rch ives )
t o  W i l l ia m  S e r a i l e ,  O c to b e r  2 7 ,  1976.



he was d i s q u a l i f i e d  by an i n j u r y .  H is  r e p l a c e m e n t  was 

George Le V e re ,  who was p a s t o r  o f  a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

ch u rch  in  B ro o k ly n .  Le Vere was a p p o i n t e d  c h a p l a i n  on 

J a n u a r y  25 ,  1864, when he  was f o r t y - t h r e e .  On December 

30, 186 3, he  n o t i f i e d  th e  Union League t h a t  h e  w an te d  

t o  be  c h a p l a i n  o f  t h e  20 th  Regiment and was w i l l i n g  to  

" c h e e r f u l l y  conform t o  any and a l l  t h e  r u l e s  and r e g u ­

l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S e rv e s  / s e r v i c e / , ” 189

Le Vere was e m in e n t ly  q u a l i f i e d ,  a s  numerous 

e n d o r s e r s  i n d i c a t e d .  Recommendations w ere  f o rw a rd e d  

t o  t h e  Union League by Henry M. W i l s o n ,  p a s t o r  o f  th e  

7 th  Avenue P r e b y s t e r i a n  church  in  M a n h a t ta n ;  R i c h a r d  

S t o r r s ,  p a s t o r  o f  th e  Church o f  t h e  P i l g r i m s ;  W i l l ia m  

J .  B u d d in g to n ,  p a s t o r  o f  th e  C l i n t o n  Avenue C ongrega­

t i o n a l  Church in  B rook lyn  and l a t e r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Congressman from South  C a r o l i n a ;  S . T u l b r e t ,  p a s t o r  o f  

Zion A.M.E. Church in  New York C i t y ;  John  C a r e y ,  m i n i s ­

t e r  o f  th e  B a p t i s t  Church ,  New York C i t y ,  and  Henry H. 

G a r n e t ,  A c t in g  C h a p la in  o f  t h e  2 0 th  R eg im en t .  G a rn e t  

w r o t e ,  " I  know t h e  Rev. Geo. W. Le V ere  w e l l .  Have 

known him f o r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s - - a  more s u i t a b l e  man 

f o r  c h a p l a i n  o f  t h e  20th  Regt o f  US C o lo re d  V o l / u n teer7 

I do n o t  know. I most c o r d i a l l y  recommend him foT t h e  

p o s t . " 190

189George W, Le Vere t o  V i n c e n t  C o ly e r  Dec. 30,  
1864 /186  3 /  Compiled S e r v i c e  R e c o rd ,  George W. Le Vere 
20 th  OS C o lo re d  I n f a n t r y ,  RG 94 .

190G a m e t* s  l e t t e r  was p r o b a b ly  w r i t t e n  on 
J a n u a r y  9 ,  1864, I b i d .
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An e q u a l l y  l a u d a b l e  en d o rsem en t  came from 

M i l to n  B adger  and D a n ie l  P. Noyes,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

c le rgym en  and s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  American Home M is­

s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  in  New York C i t y .  They d e s c r i b e d  

Le Vere as a man o f  "u n b le m ish e d  c h a r a c t e r "  who was 

" r e s p e c t e d  i n  t h e  community f o r  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  d e ­

v o t e d n e s s  and f i d e l i t y .  His  h e a r t  i s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  

o f  h i s  c o u n t r y .

The r e c o r d  shows t h a t  Le Vere s e r v e d  w e l l  as 

c h a p l a i n ,  a r e m a rk a b le  f a c t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  as a 

com m iss ioned  o f f i c e r  he  was p a i d  a t  t h e  same T a te  as 

b l a c k  e n l i s t e d  men, i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  $ 1 0 0  m o n th ly  s a l a r y  

f o r  c h a p l a i n s .  On June  10 ,  1865 he r e q u e s t e d  and was 

g r a n t e d  a l e a v e  t o t a l i n g  50 days b e c a u s e  h i s  w i f e  became 

an i n v a l i d  and was u n a b l e  t o  c a r e  f o r  two s m a l l  c h i l d r e n .

He d id  n o t  a p p ly  f o r  a p e n s i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  known i f  he 

d i e d  soon  a f t e r  th e  w ar  e n d e d ,  o r  i f  he l e f t  t h e  New 

York a r e a ,  b e c a u s e  h i s  name does n o t  a p p e a r  i n  e i t h e r  t h e
19 2B ro o k ly n  o r  New York d i r e c t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1865-1870 .

Ben jam in  F, Randolph was a p p o i n t e d  cha :p la in  o f  th e  

26th  R egim ent  U .S .C .T .  i n  March 1864 by  W i l l i a m  S i l l i m a n ,  

t h e  C o lo n e l  commanding t h e  r e g im e n t ,  a f t e r  Randolph h a d

^ ^ S t a t e m e n t  o f  M i l to n  B a d g e r  and  D a n i e l  P. Noyes ,  
d a t e d  F e b ru a ry  2 2,  1864, I b i d .

192Le Vere t o  C. T. C h r i s t e n s e n ,  Ju n e  10 ,  1865.
See s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  Nos. 157 ( J u n e  1 3 ,  1865) and  370 
( J u l y  14,  1 8 6 5 ) ,  I b i d .
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p r e s e n t e d  l e t t e r s  o f  r e co m m en d a t io n s ,  p r o o f  o f  m i n i s t r y
193and a recom m enda t ion  from th e  P r s b y t e r y  o f  B u f f a l o .

I t  i s  n o t  known i f  Randolph had  any s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

w i t h  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men, b u t  h i s  v a l u e  t o  one o f f i c e r  g o t

him i n t o  t r o u b l e .  Due to  c o n f u s io n  he was p l a c e d  u n d e r

a r r e s t  on May 2 8 ,  1865 f o r  b e i n g  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v e .

In a l e t t e r  d a t e d  t h a t  d ay ,  M, S .  L i t c h f i e l d  e x p l a i n e d

t o  G e n e ra l  G i lm o re ,  "when th e  d e t a i l  e x p i r e d  I was a t

S a v a n n a h . . .an d  f i n d i n g  h i s  /R a n d o lp h /  s e r v i c e s  o f  su c h

I w i s h e d  to  hav e  him re m a in .  Genl,  F o s t e r  th e n  t h e r e

d i r e c t e d  t h a t  he c o n t i n u e . "  L i t c h f i e l d  f o r g o t  t o  s e n d

i n  a r e q u e s t  f o r  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t ime f o r  Randolph who

was s u b s e q u e n t l y  a r r e s t e d  f o r  b e i n g  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v e .

Once L i t c h f i e l d  made t h e  p r o p e r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  Randolph
19 4was r e l e a s e d  on June  2 and r e t u r n e d  to  d u ty .

On J u l y  4,  1865, months a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  th e  

S o u t h ’ s r e s i s t a n c e ,  Randolph s u b m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  

w h ich  was a c c e p t e d .  He was d i s c h a r g e d  on August  3 and 

l e f t  t o  become p a s t o r  o f  a church  where  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

he c o u l d  do h i s  r a c e  more good as a c i v i l i a n  th a n  as  an 

army c h a p l a i n .

19 3S t a t e m e n t  o f  W. S i l l i m a n ,  March 2 3 ,  1864 ,  Com­
p i l e d  S e r v i c e  R e c o rd ,  Benjam in  F. Randolph,  26 th  USCI, RG 9 4 .

19 4Wm. G uernsey  t o  W, L. M. B u rg e r ,  May 2 8 ,  1865; 
M .S .L .  L i t c h f i e l d  t o  /Q .  A. G i lm o re /  May 28, 1865 ; M .S .L .  
L i t c h f i e l d  t o  /Q, A. G ilm ore7  May 28,  1865; S p e c i a l  O rd e r  
No, 141 ,  Ju n e  2 ,  1865. I b i d .

* ^ B ,  p. Randolph t o  W. L. M. B u r g e r ,  J u l y  4 ,  1865; 
S p e c i a l  O rd e r  No. 417 ,  A ugust  3 ,  1865. I b i d .
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A u g u s tu s  A lv o r d ,  c h a p l a i n  o f  th e  3 1 s t  Regiment 

U . S . C . T . ,  came up from the  r a n k s .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  he was 

a p r i v a t e  i n  t h e  1 s t  C o n n e c t i c u t  Heavy A r t i l l e r y .  He 

s e r v e d  t h a t  r e g i m e n t  as a p a r t - t i m e  c l e r k  from November 

24 ,  1863 u n t i l  December 1864. On J a n u a r y  16 ,  1865 A lv o rd  

s u b m i t t e d  recom m enda t ions  from f i v e  c le rgym en and a 

s i g n e d  c e r t i f i c a t e  from t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Counc i l  o f  

B o l t o n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  a t t e s t i n g  t h a t  he was an o r d a in e d  

m i n i s t e r .  A lv o rd  was a p p o i n t e d  c h a p l a i n  on J a n u a ry  20 

by o r d e r  o f  M ajo r  Thomas W r ig h t ,  commander o f  th e  3 1 s t  

R eg im en t .

C h a p l a i n  A lv o rd  s u b m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  on 

J u l y  26 ,  1865 due to  " u n a v o id a b le  c a u se s  p r e v e n t i n g  my 

b e i n g  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Regt to  w a r r a n t  r e ­

t a i n i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  l o n g e r . "  Poor h e a l t h  p ro b a b ly  f o r c ­

ed  him t o  l e a v e  t h e  army. L i e u t e n a n t  Dudley C. Bixby  o f  

t h e  3 1 s t  commented on A ugust  15 , 189 2 t h a t  i n  J u l y  1865 , 

t h e  r e g i m e n t  was m a rch in g  in  T e x a s ,  o f t e n  c o v e r in g  t h i r t y  

m i l e s  i n  a day " u n d e r  t h e  t o r r i d  h e a t  o f  t h a t  c l i m a t e  w i t h  

w a t e r  u n f i t  f o r  u se  as o u r  on ly  a l t e r n a t i v e . "  Bixby s t a t e d  

t h a t  many w ere  w i t h o u t  food  and w a t e r  b e c a u s e  the  s u t l e r s  

and s u p p l y  wagons c o u ld  n o t  keep  up .  A ccord ing  t o  Bixby  

t h e  march a f f e c t e d  A lv o rd  who came o u t  o f  i t  w i th  c h r o n i c

196 Thomas W r ig h t  t o  George Greenman, J a n u a r y  20, 
1865; S t a t e m e n t  o f  A ugus tus  A lv o rd ,  A ugust  21, 1865, Com­
p i l e d  S e r v i c e  R e c o r d ,  C h a p la in  Augustus  A lv o rd ,  3 1 s t  USCT, 
Rg. 95.
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d i a r r h e a .  At t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  d e a th  in  1904, A lv o rd  

was r e c e i v i n g  a p e n s i o n  f o r  bowel p ro b le m s .  19 7

White men commanded the  b l a c k  C i v i l  War r e ­

g i m e n t s ,  and as o f f i c e r s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a mix l o t .

Some were  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  w h i t e  o t h e r s  d e t e s t e d  t h e i r  

a s s i g n m e n t s .  The e s t a b l i s h i n g  o f  exam in ing  b o a rd s  i n  

1863 t h a t  t e s t e d  p r o s p e c t i v e  o f f i c e r s  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s  

in  t h e i r  knowledge o f  t a c t i c s  as w e l l  as t h e i r  m o r a l ,  

m e n t a l  and p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  h e l p e d  to  e l i m i n a t e  most  

e v i l  minded o r  s a d i s t i c  p e r s o n s  from p o s i t i o n s  o f  com­

mand. As a g r o u p ,  t h e  w h i t e  o f f i c e r s  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s  

w ere  b e t t e r  th a n  t h e  ones  t h a t  commanded t h e  Union f o r c e s  

i n  e a r l y  1 8 6 1 .198 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  

w ere  l e s s  t h a n  c o u r a g e o u s .  The War D ep a r tm en t ’ s r e ­

c o rd s  show t h a t  t w e n t y - f o u r  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  166 b l a c k  r e ­

g im e n ts  d e s e r t e d ,  w h i l e  e i g h t e e n  were  d i s h o n o r a b l y  d i s ­

c h a r g e d .  199 D u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  War 9 ,019  men a p p l i e d  

f o r  com m issions  i n  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s ,  w i t h  3,790 b e i n g  

exam ined  and o n ly  2 ,3 1 8  r e c e i v i n g  a p p o in tm e n t s .  N e a r ly

^Augustus  A lv o rd  t o  John F. Lacey ,  J u l y  26 ,
1865 ,  I b i d . A f f i d a v i t  o f  Dudley C. B ixby ,  August 15,
1892 ,  P e n s io n  F i l e  o f  A ugustus  A lv o r d ,  Widow’s C e r t i ­
f i c a t e  #581546, RG 15.

198George G. Meade, e d . , His. L ife ,  a n d  LeJLZ&xs. 
o f  George Gr>rdnn_ Mpodtt. (2 v o l s .  , New York ,  1913) , I ,
213.  In a l e t t e r  t o  h i s  w i f e  d a t e d  November 2 4 ,  1861 
he  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  as  a r u l e  t o  be " i g n o r a n t ,  
i n e f f i c i e n t  and w o r t h l e s s . "

1 9 9 p r e ( j e r i c k  P h i s t e r e r ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  Record  o f  
t h e  Armies o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (.New York, T F S T J 7  F 7 .
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h a l f  o r  1 ,76  7 w ere  d i s c h a r g e d  from w h i t e  r e g i m e n t s ,  

b a t t e r i e s ,  e t c .  t o  command " t h e  s a b l e  t r o o p s . "  Op­

p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  advancem ent  w ere  o u t s t a n d i n g  f o r  men 

who f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  making l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  in  

th e  r e g u l a r  army. For  ex a m p le ,  C h a r l e s  F. U l r i c k  

was a p p o i n t e d  1 s t  L t .  o f  Co. C, 3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  on 

March 14,  1864,  He was p ro m o ted  t o  c a p t a i n  on November 

2 8 ,  1 8 6 4 .200

I t  i s  n o t  known how t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  2 0 t h ,

2 6 th  and 3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  w ere  v iewed by o t h e r  w h i t e  

o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  s i n c e  t h e  T w e n t i e th  Regim ent s p e n t  m ost  

o f  i t s  w ar  s e r v i c e  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  p e r h a p s  D a n ie l  U l lm a n n 's  

comment i s  a p p l i c a b l e .  U llm ann ,  who was a u t h o r i z e d  by 

S t a n t o n  on J a n u a r y  1,  1863 t o  o r g a n i z e  " c o l o r e d "  t r o o p s  

f o r  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  G u l f ,  n o t e d  t h a t  w h i t e  o f f i c e r s  

i n  h i s  b r i g a d e  were  c a l l e d  'N i g g e r  o f f i c e r s '  by t h e i r  

c o l l e a g u e s . 2 0 1

The p r e s e n c e  o f  o f f i c e r s  who had c o n f id e n c e  in  

t h e i r  t r o o p s  was o b v i o u s l y  an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  main­

t a i n i n g  m o r a le .  A d j u t a n t  Dudley F. P h e lp s  o f  th e  Twen­

t i e t h  Regim ent U .S .C .T .  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  were  more

200The War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , S e r .  3 ,  V, 518;
Dudley CornTsTT.‘~TH>e~~5'able Arm, 22TT D e s c r i p t i v e  Book,
Co. C, 3 1 s t  USCT7TG 9 4 .

201A d d re ss  by  D a n ie l  U l lm ann ,  L. L. D. B e fo re  
t h e  S o l d i e r s  and S a i l o r ' s  Union o f  t h e  S t a t e " *of New York 
on th e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  C o lo re d  Troops and th e"T e  g e n e r a ­
t i o n  o iJ th e  S o u t h ,  D e l i v e r e d  a t  A lbany l^eb. 5.  1867
T W a s h T n g T o n r m S )  , “T i ------------------------------------------------------- --------------
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cou rageous  th an  w h i t e s  and more "am enab le  t o  d i s c i ­

p l i n e . . .  and ,  i n d e e d ,  w i t h  good o f f i c e r s ,  I b e l i e v e  

t h a t  t h e  c o l o r e d  men make t h e  b e s t  s o l d i e r s  a l m o s t  in  

th e  w o r l d . " 2 0 2

S e v e r a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  2 0 th  were h i g h l y  r e ­

commended, In  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  a p p o in tm e n t  t o  command,

L t .  C o lo n e l  A. E. M ather  r e c e i v e d  a f i t t i n g  recommen­

d a t i o n  from h i s  commanding o f f i c e r .  M a the r  q u i c k l y  

r o s e  th ro u g h  th e  r a n k s ,  f rom  1 s t  L t . , t o  c a p t a i n  and 

t h e n  m a jo r .  A l though  wounded i n  t h e  s h o u l d e r  a t  t h e  

b a t t l e  o f  Salem H e i g h t s ,  he r e m a in e d  " a t  h i s  p o s t  

th ro u g h  t h e  e n t i r e  a c t i o n .  He b o r e  t h e  c o l o r s  o f f  

t h e  f i e l d "  and was p ro m o ted  t o  m a jo r  f o r  h i s  g a l l a n t r y .  

M ather  "commanded h i s  r e g i m e n t  ^ 1 2 1 s t  New York V olun­

t e e r ^  a<t th® a s s a u l t  upon t h e  en e m y 's  works a t  

R a f fahannock  on November 7 ,  186 3 and c a p t u r e d  two 

b a t t l e  f l a g s ,  one c o l o r  l a n c e  and  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  p r i s ­

o n e r s . "  M a the r  was known f o r  h i s  " u p r i g h t n e s s  o f
20  7

c h a r a c t e r "  and as a s t r i c t l y  t e m p e r a t e  man.

C a p ta in  Delos  T. S t i l e s  o f  Co. H o f  t h e  T w e n t i e th  

Regiment r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  ty p e  o f  o f f i c e r  who saw in  b l a c k  

t r o o p s  n o t  cannon f o d d e r  b u t  ex e m p la ry  s o l d i e r s  t h a t

2 0 2 E. Upton t o  James S .  Wadsworth November 18 ,
1863, Compiled S e r v i c e  R e c o r d ,  L t .  C o l .  A, E. M ather  
2 0 th  Reg t  USC I n f a n t r y ,  RG 9 4 .
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c o u ld  h e l p  end  t h e  war  and r e s t o r e  t h e  U n ion .  In  a 

l e t t e r  t o  th e  r e c r u i t e r ,  M ajor  George L. S t e a m s ,

S t i l e s  r e v e a l e d  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  " c o l o r e d  m en ."  L ike  

S t e a r n s ,  he  w a n te d  t o  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  an a r t i l l e r y  b a t ­

t e r y ,  i f  " n o t  a r e g im e n t  o f  i n f a n t r y  o r  c a l v a r y " ,  t o  

show t h a t  b l a c k s  w ere  f i t  t o  be s o l d i e r s .  "My h e a r t  i s  

w i t h  t h e  c o l o r e d  t r o o p s , "  S t i l e s  w r o t e ,  " and  hope t o  

b e  a c t i v e l y  engaged  w i t h  them t h e  moment my h e a l t h  w i l l  

a l l o w ;  which  i s  a l r e a d y  s o  much im p ro v ed  t h a t  I c o u l d  

engage  in  r e c r u i t i n g  a t  t h e  N o r t h . "  S t i l e s  ho p ed  t h a t  

" t h e  few d r a f t e d  men o f  c o l o r  j u s t  r e n d e z v o u s in g  in  

t h i s  S t a t e  /New York7 be  o b t a i n e d  f o r  ou r  e x p e r i m e n t  i n

o r g a n i z i n g  a r e g im e n t  i t  w ou ld  b r i n g  i t  t o  a t e s t  a t
20 3once." S t i l e s *  health  problem may have been mental,  

because he committed s u ic id e  by drowning on May 1 9 ,  1864.

N els o n  B. B a r t r a m ,  commander o f  t h e  2 0 th  R e g i ­

ment U . S . C . T , ,  was a f o rm e r  New York C i t y  s c h o o l t e a c h e r  

and p r i n c i p a l  who s e r v e d  as L t .  C o lo n e l  o f  t h e  17 th  New 

York V o l u n t e e r s .  He was ch osen  o v e r  s e v e r a l  s e n i o r  

o f f i c e r s  t o  command t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C a r r o l l t o n ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  

w i t h  up t o  8 ,000 men u n d e r  h i s  command. B a r t ra m  was n o t  

a s e l f - s e r v i n g  i n d i v i d u a l .  He h ad  c o n t r a c t e d  rheum a t ism

^ O ^ s t i i e s  t o  S t e a r n s  S ep te m b e r  3 ,  1863,  Com piled  
S e r v i c e  R e co rd ,  C a p t ,  Dolos T. S t i l e s  Co. H 2 0 th  USCT,
RG 94.

204 I b i d . . Thomas Cush ing  t o  J .  J .  Woodward 
Ju n e  1 ,  1864,

jnc
Union League Club R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee  on 

V o l u n t e e r i n g  P r e s e n t e d  O c to b e r  l 3 .  1 ^ 4  CNew Y ork .  l8*5TT), 
2 6 ; P e n s io n  F i l e  o f  C o l .  N e lson” ^ .  B a r t r a m ,  2 0 th  USCT, 
Widow’s C e r t i f i c a t e  #283612 ,  RG 15.



and h e a r t  t r o u b l e  i n  th e  s e r v i c e  b u t  r e f u s e d  t o  ap p ly  

f o r  a p e n s i o n .

C o n t r a r y  t o  p o p u l a r  b e l i e f  n o t  a l l  c a p t u r e d  

o f f i c e r s  o f  b l a c k  r eg im e n ts  were k i l l e d  by th e  Con­

fed e ra c y *  1 s t  L t .  Henry A. Downing, Company D o f  t h e  

3 1 s t  R eg im en t ,  was c a p tu r e d  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  C r a t e r  

n e a r  P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  on J u l y  30 ,  1864 ,  p a r o l e d  

March 1,  1865 and exchanged  on May 2 . 2 ®^

G e n e r a l l y ,  the  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  t h r e e  New York 

r e g im e n t s  w ere  d e c e n t  men, a l b e i t ,  some o f  them had  

t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  q u i r k s  o r  r u n - i n s  w i t h  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i ­

t i e s .  For  unknown re a s o n s  Henry C. Ward s e r v e d  as 

c o l o n e l  o f  t h e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  u n d e r  an a l i a s .  H is  r e a l

name was w i l l i a m  H. C r a b b l e ,  a f a c t  w h ich  o n ly  came t o
20 7l i g h t  when he a p p l i e d  f o r  a  p e n s i o n .  2nd L t .  C h a r l e s  

A, J e n k i n s ,  Company A, 20th  U . S . C . T . ,  j o i n e d  h i s  r e ­

g im e n t  a t  New O r lea n s  on A ugus t  14 ,  1864 .  J e n k i n s  was 

a r r e s t e d  on December 19, 1864 and c o u r t - m a r t i a l e d  on 

J a n u a r y  19,  1865. He was found  g u i l t y  o f  l e a v i n g  h i s  

p o s t  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  g o in g  b o a t i n g  an d  f o r  f a i l i n g  

t o  d r i l l  h i s  commands f o u r  h o u r s  a day as  o r d e r e d .  

J e n k i n s  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  p l e a s u r e  s e e k i n g  b u t  

was u s in g  t h e  b o a t  t o  look  f o r  s m u g g le r s  a t  Bayou La 

B r a n c h ,  L o u i s i a n a .  O r i g i n a l l y  s e n t e n c e d  t o  f o r f e i t  a l l  

pay  and a l lo w a n c e s  due him and  t o  b e  d i s m i s s e d  from t h e

^ ^ D e s c r i p t i v e  Book 3 1 s t  USCT ( s e e  Co. D) RG 9 4 .

2 0 ^P ens ion  F i l e  o f  C o l .  H enry  C. War ( W i l l i a m  H. 
C ra b b le )  3 1 s t  USCT, S o l d i e r ’s C e r t i f i c a t e  #917043 ,  RG 15
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s e r v i c e ,  he was r e p r i e v e d  when G e n e ra l  Sherman r e ­

commended t h a t  he  b e  su sp en d ed  from r a n k  and pay f o r  
20 8t h r e e  m on ths .

A l th o u g h  th e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  New York 

r e g i m e n t s  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  f a i r  m inded ,  th e y  h a d  v e r y  

l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  th e  e n l i s t e d  men, o u t s i d e  o f  

o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s .  In some i n s t a n c e s  men f e l t  t h a t  

t h e  o f f i c e r s  d i d  n o t  " u n d e r s t a n d "  them and th u s  w ere  

q u i c k  t o  b r i n g  them up on c h a r g e s .  Many, p r o b a b l y ,  

a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  unnamed s e r g e a n t  in  t h e  5 4 th  M assa ­

c h u s e t t s  C o lo re d  V o lu n te e r s  who w ro te  t o  a f r i e n d ,  "we 

w a n t  b l a c k  com m iss ioned  o f f i c e r s ;  and o n ly  b e c a u s e  we 

w a n t  men we can  u n d e r s t a n d ,  and who can u n d e r s t a n d  u s .

We w an t  t o  be r e p r e s e n t e d  in  c o u r t  m a r t i a l ,  w h ere  s o
209many o f  us a r e  l i a b l e  t o  be  t r i e d  and s e n t e n c e d , "

The number o f  o f f i c e r s  in  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i m e n t s  

v a r i e d  d e p e n d in g  on d e a t h ,  r e s i g n a t i o n s  and  t r a n s f e r s .  

A p p ro x im a te ly  f o r t y - f i v e  o f f i c e r s  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  

T w e n t i e t h  Reg im ent  w i th  t h i r t y - f i v e  s t i l l  h o l d i n g  com­

m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g im e n t  in  t h e  f a l l  o f  1865. As o f  

J u n e  30 ,  186 5 ,  t h e  T w e n ty - s ix th  Regiment h a d  t h i r t y -  

t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  a s s i g n e d  t o  i t .  A l t o g e t h e r ,  a b o u t  f o r t y  

o f f i c e r s  s e r v e d  t h e  r e g im e n t .  T h i r t y  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  i n

20 8Com piled  S e r v i c e  R eco rd ,  C h a r l e s  A. J e n k i n s ,
Co. A, 2 0 th  USCT, RG 94;  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  C o u r t - M a r t i a l  
o f  L t .  C h a r l e s  A. J e n k i n s  20 th  USCT, RG 153 ,  R eco rd s  o f  
t h e  Ju d g e  A dvoca te  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .

209The L i b e r a t o r .  (Boston)  O c to b e r  7 ,  1864 .



t h e  T h i r t y - f i r s t  Regiment as o f  O c to b e r  1 ,  1865. 

A p p ro x im a te ly  s e v e n t e e n  l e f t  the  r e g im e n t  p r i o r  t o  

O c to b e r  1. S i x t y  p e r c e n t  o r  t w e n t y - f i v e  o f  t h e  o f f i ­

c e r s  i n  t h e  T w e n t y - s i x t h  Regiment w ere  in  u n i fo rm
210when a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h a t  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t .

For  some w h i t e s ,  t h e  C i v i l  War o f f e r e d  an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a d  b l a c k s  in  a n o b l e  e x p e r i m e n t ,  t o  

show s k e p t i c s  t h a t  "men o f  c o l o r "  c o u l d  and  w ould  

f i g h t  to  e x t i n g u i s h  s l a v e r y .  For  o t h e r s ,  s e r v i c e  i n  

b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s  meant o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  f a s t e r  promo­

t i o n s  o r  a chance  t o  be  a " l e a d e r . "  Some v iewed  com­

mand o f  b l a c k  r e c r u i t s  as an e a sy  a s s i g n m e n t ,  s i n c e  

b l a c k s  w ere  v iew ed  as b e i n g  " d o c i l e "  and more u se d  t o  

h a r d  work and o r d e r s  th a n  w h i t e s .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  

m o t i v a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  p u t  them i n t o  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s ,

w h i t e  o f f i c e r s  a lo n g  w i t h  t h e i r  t r o o p s  h e l p e d  to  r e -
211s t o r e  t h e  Union and d e s t r o y  s l a v e r y .

^*®See David J .  P i l l s w o r t h  F i l e  i n  2 0 th  R e g t . ,  
USCI f o l d e r ,  New-York H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ;  Union League 
Club R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee on V o l u n t e e r i n g  P r e s e n t e d  
g c t o b e r  T ? .  T O T T 5 3,  5 4 , ~ ? 5;1Tos teV  'S f f i c e f s  oJTt 'K'e 
2 0 t h  M u s te r e d  i n t o  t h e  U. S. S e r v i c e  (No d a t e - - p r o b a b l y  
A p r i l  1 8 6 4 ) ,  R eg t .  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  2 0 th  USCT, RG 
94 ;  R o s t e r  o f  t h e  2 6 th  USCT (June  3 0 ,  1 8 6 5 ) ,  R eg t .  
P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  2 6 th  USCT, RG 94;  R o s t e r  o f  Com­
m i s s i o n e d  O f f i c e r s  3 1 s t  USCT f o r  O c to b e r  1 ,  1865,  R e g t .  
P a p e r s - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 9 4.

2**David  D o n a ld ,  Died o f  D iplomacy i n  David  
D o n a ld ,  e d , , Why th e  N o r th  ^VonThe C i v i l  War (New Y ork ,  
1960) , 83 ;  B e l l  I .  W i l e y ,  The L i f e  o f  B i l l y  Y ank: The
Common S o l d i e r  o f  t h e  Union [ I n d i a n a p o l i s . 1 9 5 2 )  . 121.



CHAPTER V

MUNDANE SOLDIER'S PROBLEMS

Once th e  b l a c k  New York r e g im e n t s  were  m u s t e r e d  

i n ,  th e  enemy was n o t  t h e  on ly  p ro b lem .  Q u e s t io n s  o f  

h e a l t h ,  m i l i t a r y  i n f r a c t i o n s ,  and s a l a r y  i s s u e s  c o n t i t u -  

t e d  m a jo r  d i f f i c u l i t i e s .

Good h e a l t h  i s  a lways an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  

m a i n t a i n i n g  a w e l l  t r a i n e d  and d i s c i p l i n e d  f i g h t i n g  

f o r c e .  The m e d ic a l  p r o f e s s i o n ' s  knowledge o f  d i s e a s e s  

and t h e i r  c a u se s  i n  t h e  m i d - 1800 ' s  was a p p a l l i n g .  Ex­

c e p t  f o r  s m a l l - p o x  m i l i t a r y  p h y s i c i a n s  knew n o t h i n g  

a b o u t  th e  c a u s a t i o n ,  t r a n s m i s s i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  i n ­

f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e s .  In  t h e  f i e l d  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  a t  

s a n t i t a t i o n  h y g ie n e  w ere  i n e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  i t  was 

" b a s e d  on p h y s i c a l  and c h e m ic a l  c o n c e p t s  o f  c l e a n l i n e s s  

r a t h e r  th a n  on m i c r o b i o l o g i c a l  o n es .

I n a d e q u a te  h e a l t h  c a r e  a f f e c t e d  b l a c k  t r o o p s  n o t  

o n ly  i n  t h e  swampy C a r o l i n a s  o r  m a l a r i a l  i n f e s t e d  

L o u i s i a n a  b u t  even a t  R i k e r s  I s l a n d .  L ike  w h i t e  r e ­

c r u i t s  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  th e  w a r ,  b l a c k  men i n  p o o r

212 P a u l  E. S t e i n e r .  D is e a s e  i n  t h e  C i v i l  W ar : 
N a t u r a l  B i o l o g i c a l  W a rfa re  in  l$ 6 i -n T 5 b  ( 'S p r i n g f i e l d ,
'I H ino is",“ T56S) 7 1 ,  5 , W i --------------------



p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  w ere  m u s te r e d  i n  by l a z y ,  incom­

p e t e n t  o r  u n s c r u p u l o u s  o f f i c e r s , and t h e  h e a l t h  o f  

some was r u i n e d  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f  t e n t s  and p r o p e r  

c l o t h i n g  a t  R i k e r s  I s l a n d  d u r in g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1863- 

64 .  Su rgeon  Thomas C ush ing  o f  t h e  20 th  Regiment 

U .S .C .T ,  n o t i f i e d  th e  m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  the  De­

p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  E a s t  t h a t  s e v e n t y - s e v e n  r e c r u i t s  were 

u n f i t  f o r  d u t y .  Among th e  u n f i t  was a s o l d i e r  w i th  

lame f e e t  o f  t e n  y e a r s  s t a n d i n g  who h a d  h i s  r i g h t  

b i g  t o e  n e a r l y  u l c e r a t e d  away. T h e re  were  tw e lv e  

h e r n i a  c a s e s  and n i n e t e e n  o f  p r im a r y  a n d / o r  se co n d a ry  

s y p h i l i s .  M is s in g  t o e s  o r  f i n g e r s  due t o  f r o s t b i t e  

w ere  f r e q u e n t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  f o u r  men w ere  b l i n d  in  th e  

l e f t  e y e ,  t h e r e  w ere  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  o f  i d i o c y ,  two o f  

v a r i c o s e  v e i n s ,  and  one man w i t h  an a t r o p h i e d  l e f t  l e g .  

M ed ica l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  o f  w h i t e  T e c r u i t s  in  e a r l y  1861 

w ere  so p e r f u n c t o r y  t h a t  "one  / s u r g e o n 7  g o t  th ro u g h  

h i s  t a s k  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  n i n e t y  r e c r u i t s  an h o u r . "

B e l l  I .  W i le y  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  e x a m in a t io n s  w ere  so  p o o r
2 1 3t h a t  s e v e r a l  women were  e n l i s t e d  as men.

The 2 0 th  Regim ent l e f t  New York i n  March 1864 

f o r  L o u i s i a n a ,  w h ere  t h e  c l i m a t e  was more l e t h a l  th an

213 C u sh in g  t o  M. Dougal o r  McDougal, F e b ru a ry  2 ,  
1864 ,  Regim ent P a p e r s  F i l e d  w i t h  M u s te r  R o l l s ,  L e t t e r s  
1 2 /6 3  t o  1 0 / 6 5 ,  R eco rd  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s ;  
George W, Adams, D o c to r s  i n  B l u e r The M ed ica l  H i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  Union Army i n  t h e  TTTvi 1 war  (New York, 1 9 ^  j ,
T7; B e l l  I .  W i le y ,~ The“T i f e  o f  B i l l y  Yank: The Common
S o l d i e r  o f  t h e  U n i o n T l n d i a n a p o l i s . 1952) . 2 5.
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C o n fe d e ra te  s h e l l s  o r  b u l l e t s ,  J ,  M. Addeman, C a p ta in  

o f  th e  14th Rhode I s l a n d  Heavy A r t i l l e r y  ( c o l o r e d ) ,  

d e s c r i b e d  L o u i s i a n a ’s s e m i t r o p i c a l  c l i m a t e  as " a  d e a d ly  

f o e , , . t o  an u n a c c l i m a t e d  p e r s o n .  The ex t re m e  h e a t  p r o ­

duced a l e t h a r g y  t h a t  was d e p r e s s i n g  in  th e  e x t r e m e , ” 2 1 4

An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  m on th ly  r e p o r t s  o f  s i c k  

and wounded f o r  March and A p r i l  1864 shows t h a t  Addeman's 

d e s c r i p t i o n  was a c c u r a t e .  Even though  t h e  r e g im e n t  

a r r i v e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  i n  m id -M arch ,  t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  t h a t  

month showed 155 c a s e s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  (148 were e n l i s t e d  

men).  F ive  men d i e d  (one from e p i s t a x i s ,  t h r e e  from 

in f l a m m a t io n  o f  t h e  lu n g s  and one s u i c i d e ) ; 104 were  

r e t u r n e d  to  d u ty  w h i l e  46 r e m a in e d  in  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  A 

p a r t i a l  summary o f  t h e  s i c k  shows 47 c a s e s  o f  l m g  i n ­

f la m m a t io n ,  17 o f  a c u t e  d i a r r h e a  and f e v e r  a p i e c e ,  27 

o f  a c u t e  and c h r o n i c  b r o n c h i t i s ,  8 o f  c h r o n i c  r h e u ­

matism and 7 f o r  mumps and  s y p h i l i s .  A p r i l  was th e  

r e g i m e n t ' s  f i r s t  f u l l  month i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  and t h e  warm 

w e a th e r  b r o u g h t  more p a t i e n t s  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  A t o t a l  

o f  335 w en t  on s i c k  c a l l ,  16 w ere  wounded and 8 k i l l e d .  

There  were 75 c a s e s  o f  a c u t e  d i a r r h e a ,  57 o f  mumps,

214Cush ing  t o  M. Dougal o r  McDougal, F e b ru a ry  2 ,  
1864, Regiment P a p e r s  F i l e d  w i t h  M uste r  R o l l s ,  L e t t e r s  
12/63 t o  1 0 /6 5 ,  R ecord  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ;
George W. Adams, D o c to r s  i n  B l u e : The M e d ic a l  H i s t o r y
o f  t h e  Union Army in  t h e  TTTvil War (New Y ork ,  1952) , 1 2 ;
Ee I T T .  HTTTe y ^ T h  e“T i 7 e ”o T T T T l T T a n k : The Common S o l d i e r  
o f  t h e  Union ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ’, W 5z j  , 23.
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25 o f  a c u t e  and c h r o n i c  rh e u m a t i s m ,  43 o f  pneum on ia ,

40 o f  a c u t e  and c h r o n i c  b r o n c h i t i s ,  50 o f  w h i t to w  and

36 o f  r e c u r r e n t  and i n t e r m i t t e n t  f e v e r .  Some o f  th e

s i c k n e s s e s  were due to  t h e  i n h o s p i t a b l e  c l i m a t e ,  w h i l e

o t h e r s  were  due to  p o o r  p r e v e n t i v e  m e a s u r e s .  The A p r i l

r e p o r t  a b o u t  some c a s e s  r e a d s ,  "C augh t  f e v e r s  a t  P o r t

Hudson c l a y  s o i l - t e n t s  l e s s  th a n  a f o o t  a p a r t  o v e r -
215c ro w d n e s s -c a u s e  o f  d i a r r i h e a  6 d y s e n t e r y , "

Im proper  cook ing  o f  food  and im b a la n c e d  d i e t s  

p u t  many s o l d i e r s  i n t o  h o s p i t a l s .  Eugene A. N ash ,  who 

s e r v e d  in  th e  44th  Reg im ent  New York V o l u n t e e r  I n f a n t r y ,  

r e c a l l e d  in  1911 t h a t  army fo o d  "w ould  h a r d l y  p as s  i n ­

s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  p u r e  Food Law." A r e c e n t  

s tu d y  o f  t h e  C i v i l  IVar c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  'b e a n s  k i l l e d  more 

th a n  b u l l e t s . '  In  O c to b e r  1864, L t .  C o lo n e l  A. E. M ather  

o f  t h e  20th  Regiment U .S .C .T .  in fo rm e d  V i n c e n t  C o ly e r  

o f  t h e  Union League Club t h a t  " t h e  s t o v e s  g iv e n  to  us by 

th e  Union League h a v e . . . e n a b l e d  us t o  cook r e a t i o n s  

b e t t e r  th an  any o t h e r  r e g im e n t  h e r e . . . , "

D e s p i t e  th e  i s s u a n c e  o f  th e  s t o v e s ,  many s o l d i e r s  

c o n t in u e d  t o  f a l l  v i c t i m  t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  o r  im p ro p e r ly  

cooked fo o d .  On J u l y  7 ,  1865, C o lo n e l  B a r t r a m  o f  t h e

^ ^ M o n t h l y  R e p o r t  f o r  S i c k  and Wounded f o r  the  
Month o f  March /an d 7  A p r i l  1864, R e g t .  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l -  
l a n e o u s  2 0 th  USCT,"Record Group 94 .

21&Eugene A. N ash ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  th e  F o r t y - F o u r th  
Regiment New York V o l u n t e e r " " I n f a n t r y  Tn th e  C i v i l  w a r .
1861- 18^5 (C h ic a g o .  l 9 l l )  » 16; Adams .T o c t o r s  in  BTue, 16; 
Union League Club R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee on V o l u n t e e r i n g  
W e se n te T U c tT T Z .""TffrT"C f lew T o rk ."T5F4) .  7F-T7—  &
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20th  Regiment i s s u e d  a c i r c u l a r  o r d e r i n g  company com­

manders " d a i l y  [ to ]  i n s p e c t  the  cook h o u s e s  and s e e  

t o  t h e i r  p r o p e r  cook ing  o f  r a t i o n s . "  O rd e r i n g  t h a t  

" b e e f . . . b e  b o i l e d  o r  made i n t o  so u p  w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  s a l t  

and p e p p e r , "  he p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  " t h e  p r e s e n t  mode o f  

co o k in g  b e e f  i s  p ro d u c in g  s i c k n e s s  among th e  men."

B a r t ra m  was p r o b a b ly  r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

cooks f r i e d  e v e r y t h i n g  in  bacon f a t . ^ * ^

I t  i s  unknown how many s o l d i e r s  became i l l  

b e c a u s e  o f  long  marches o r  la ck  o f  p r o p e r  fo o d .  Con­

c e i v a b l y  some became d e h y d r a t e d  o r  s u f f e r e d  f e v e r s  

b e c a u s e  o f  h a s t i l y  p r e p a r e d  meals  o r  l a c k  o f  n o u r i s h i n g  

r a t i o n s  w h i l e  on m arch .  On the  march s o l d i e r s  m a in ly

a t e  s a l t  p o r k ,  b e a n s ,  c o f f e e  and h a r d t a c k  w h ich  h ad  t o
218b e  so a k ed  in  l i q u i d  to  be  e d i b l e .  C o l o n e l  W i l l i a m

S i l l i m a n  o f  the  16 th  Regiment U .S .C .T ,  co m p la in ed  t h a t  

h i s  r e g im e n t  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  i t s  f l o u r  o r  b r e a d  r a t i o n  

f o r  A p r i l  18 and 20 , 1864. On A p r i l  19 ,  one h a l f  o f  th e  

r a t i o n  was " s t a l e  b r e a d  two days o l d . "  "But f o r  a s c a n t y  

s u p p l y  o f  h a r d  b r e a d  re m a in in g  on  hand  from p r e v i o u s  

i s s u e s , "  he w r o t e ,  " th e  men o f  my command w ould  n e c e s ­

s a r i l y  have s u f f e r e d  from w an t  o f  f o o d . "  The May 1865 morn 

in g  r e p o r t  o f  the  26 th  Regiment r e v e a l e d  t h a t  on May 18

^ l ^ c i r c u l a r  ^°* 20 th  USCT O rd e r  Book, Record  
Group 94 ;  Adams, D oc to rs  i n  B l u e , 16.

^*®Adams , D o c to r s  in  B l u e , 2 0 9 ;  John  J .  P u l l e n ,
The T w e n t ie th  M aine: A V o l u n t e e r  Regim ent  i n  t h e  C i v i l
War ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  19 5 7 ) ,  9 1 -5 5 .
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Co, H r e c e i v e d  one d a y ' s  r a t i o n s  o f  h a r d  b r e a d ,  p o rk  

and b aco n  as t h e  company was e n r o u t e  t o  P o c o t a l i g o ,

South  C a r o l i n a ,  On May 2 5 t h e  company was n e a r  Gra- 

h a m v i l l e ,  South  C a r o l i n a ,  where  i t  r e c e i v e d  two d a y s '  

r a t i o n s  o f  h a r d  b r e a d  and f o u r  d a y s '  r a t i o n s  o f  m e a t . 2 * 0 

B la c k  t r o o p s ,  l i k e  m ost  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s ,  came 

from w o rk in g  c l a s s  b a c k g ro u n d s .  G e n e r a l l y ,  p e o p l e  

w i t h o u t  a c c e s s  to  r u n n in g  w a t e r  b a t h e  i n  r i v e r s  when 

th e  w e a t h e r  i s  warm, o r  a t  b e s t  sponge  th e m s e lv e s  o f f  

when th e  w e a t h e r  i s  i n c l e m e n t .  Some men in  th e  s e r ­

v i c e  w ere  r e l u c t a n t  t o  wash e i t h e r  th e m s e lv e s  o r  t h e i r  

c l o t h e s ,  and t h i s  caused  p ro b lem s  w i t h  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s .  

W hites  and b l a c k s  in  th e  army w ere  e q u a l l y  l a x  i n  p e r ­

s o n a l  c l e a n l i n e s s  h a b i t s .  In  d e s c r i b i n g  g a r r i s o n  l i f e  

a t  Camp H am i l to n  in  V i r g i n i a  in  1861 ,  C h a r l e s  Cowtan r e ­

c a l l e d  in  1882 t h a t  t h e  10th  New York V o ls ,  wore t h e i r  

u n i fo rm s  " t o  an a l a rm in g  d e g re e  o f  d i r t  and r a g g e d n e s s , "  

Adams' i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  C i v i l  War m e d ic i n e  showed t h a t  

men who w ere  n o r m a l ly  c l e a n  as c i v i l i a n s  became f i l t h y  

as r e c r u i t s  e i t h e r  from a p a th y  o r  l a z i n e s s , 2 2 0

C o lo n e l  S i l l i m a n  i s s u e d  G e n e ra l  O rd e r  No, 15 on 

A p r i l  2 2 ,  1864,  which  c a l l e d  f o r  " d i r t y "  men t o  be

2 *°W il l iam  S i l l i m a n  t o  James B, WLst,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  
1864; Morning R e p o r t ,  Co. H, 2 6 th  USCT (May 1 8 6 5 ) ,  Re­
g i m e n t a l  L e t t e r ,  E ndorsem en t  and O rd e r  Book, 2 6 th  USCT,
RG 9 4 .

220C h a r l e s  Cowtan,  S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  T en th  New York 
V o l u n t e e r s  ( N a t i o n a l  Zouaves .)  in  the" ‘War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n  
(New V ork ,  1 8 8 2 ) ,  39; Adams, D o c to r s  i n  B l u e . T5*.
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" p a r a d e d  in  heavy m arch ing  o r d e r  in  f r o n t  o f  R e g im e n ta l  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r  d r e s s  p a r a d e  e v e ry  d a y . "

In  o r d e r  t h a t  th e  s o l d i e r s  w ould  have  t im e  t o  wash t h e i r  

un d e rw ea r  and p u t  on c l e a n  c l o t h e s  a f t e r  b a t h i n g ,

S i l l i m a n  e x c u se d  t h e  men from S a tu r d a y  d r i l l .  C o lo n e l  

W i l l ia m  B. Guernsey  o r d e r e d  t h e  2 6 th  Regim ent  t o  b a t h e  

a t  l e a s t  tw ic e  a week w i t h  " p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n "  g iven  

" t o  c l e a n l i n e s s  o f  th e  f e e t  and  l e g s ,  a rm s ,  u p p e r  p a r t  

o f  t h e  body and h e a d . "  Major  I r a  Winans o f  t h e  26 th  

Regiment o r d e r e d  s o l d i e r s  to  a i r  t h e i r  b l a n k e t s ,  t o  

keep  t h e i r  mess cups c l e a n  and n o t  t o  d e p o s i t  r u b b i s h  

u n d e r  t h e i r  b u n k s .  The m a jo r  f e l t  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e ­

mind them t h a t  in  South  C a r o l i n a  h e a l t h  depended  upon 

" c l e a n l i n e s s  and p e r s o n a l  c a r e . " 2 2 1

The m i l i t a r y ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  aware o f  t h e  germ 

t h e o r y  w hich  was j u s t  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d ,  knew t h a t  u n s a n i ­

t a r y  p e r s o n a l  h a b i t s  would e i t h e r  r e s u l t  i n  g e n e r a l  

l e t h a r g y ,  h o s p i t i l i z a t i o n  o r  d e a t h .  On March 2 5 ,  1865 

a l l  r e g i m e n t s ,  b a t t e r i e s  and d e ta c h m e n ts  in  t h e  N in th  

D i v i s i o n  wef-e t o l d  t o  v a c c i n a t e  t h e i r  men f o r  s m a l l p o x .

In  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 's  m e d ic a l  know ledge a t t r i b u t e d  typhus  

f e v e r  t o  im p ro p e r  a c c l i m a t i o n ,  when a c t u a l l y  i t  was c a u s e d  

by r i c k e t t s i a  t r a n s m i t t e d  by body l i c e .  Nor was th e

22-^General Orders  Nos, 15,  9 ,  3 5 ,  R e g t .  L e t t e r ,  
E n d o rsem en t  and O rd e r  Book, 2 6 th  USCT, RG 9 4 ;  The 3 1 s t  
R e g t .  U .S .C .T .  h a d  men b a t h e  t w i c e  a .w e e k .  R e g t .  o r d e r  
No. 85 ,  S e p t . ,  11 ,  1865, 3 i s t  USCT O rd e r  Book Cos.  A t o  
K, Rg 94 .
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m i l i t a r y  aware t h a t  f l i e s ,  m o sq u i to e s  and an im a l s  were
22 2c a r r i e r s  o f  germ s.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  t h e  t r o o p s  co n ­

t i n u e d  to  f a l l  s i c k  and in  some i n s t a n c e s ,  t o  d i e  from 

d i s e a s e s .  N in ty  members o f  t h e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T ,  w ere  in  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  f o r  C o lo re d  Troops (Army o f  t h e  Potomac) on 

November 10, 1864. F o r t r e s s  Monroe H o s p i t a l  t e n d e d  t o  

e i g h t y - t h r e e  p a t i e n t s  on May 31,  1865, and to  s e v e n t y  

wounded on b o th  J u n e  30 and J u l y  21 ,  1865. S o l d i e r s  w ere  

o f t e n  d i s c h a r g e d  w i t h  d e b i l a t a t i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  c a u s e d  

b y  rh e u m a t i sm  from e x p o s u re  t o  c o l d  and from c h r o n i c  

d i a r r h e a  o r  m a l a r i a l  p o i s o n i n g .  A u n d a t e d  d i s c h a r g e

s h e e t  f o r  t h e  3 1 s t  Regiment i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  39 o f  t h e  57
22 3d i s c h a r g e d  s o l d i e r s  w ere  d i s a b l e d .

The p rob lem  o f  d i s e a s e s  was due p a r t l y  t o  i g ­

n o r a n c e  a b o u t  c a u s e s ,  i n a b i l i t y  t o  cu re  o r  p r e v e n t  c e r ­

t a i n  d i s a b i l i t i e s  su c h  as f e v e r s  and m a l a r i a ,  e x p o s u re  

t o  c o l d  and e x c e s s i v e  f a t i g u e .  Sometimes p a t i e n t s  d i e d  

f rom i n a d e q u a t e  o r  p o o r l y  d ia g n o s e d  t r e a t m e n t .  On some 

o c c a s i o n s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e s o r t e d  t o  p r i m i t i v e  i f  n o t  b a r ­

b a r i c  t r e a t m e n t .  The 1861 M ed ica l  D i c t i o n a r y  c a l l e d  f o r

222 Gen. O rd e r  No. 5 ( fo u n d  in  p a c k e t  l a b e l l e d  
o r d e r s  from H e a d q u a r t e r s  9 t h  Army Corps A n n a p o l i s  1 8 6 4 ) ,  
R e g t .  P a p e r s - - I s s u a n c e  2 6 th  USCT, RG 94 ;  R i c h a r d  Eddy,  
H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  Reg im ent  New York S t a t e  V o lu n ­
t e e r s  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 8 6 4 ) ,  125-126 ;  S t e i n e r ,  D i s e a s e  
i n  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. 6 .

223 f . m. Hammond t o  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  November 1 0 ,  
1864; E. M. C h i l i a n ?  t o  Commanding O f f i c e r  3 1 s t  R e g im e n t ,  
May 3 1 ,  Ju n e  30 ,  J u l y  2 1 ,  1865 ,  R eg t .  P a p e r s - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  
3 1 s t  USCT A p r i l  2 8 ,  1863 t o  J a n u a r y  1866 ,  RG 94 .
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b o i l i n g  g r e a s e  t o  be  u s e d  t o  s t o p  e x c e s s i v e  b l e e d i n g  

o f  a damaged a r t e r y  when no one knew how to  t i e  i t

u p . 224

O f f i c e r s  and even  s u rg e o n s  s u f f e r e d  from t h e

r a v a g e s  o f  f e v e r s  and m a l a r i a .  P e n s io n  a p p l i c a t i o n s

from fo rm er  com m iss ioned  o f f i c e r s  abound w i th  t a l e s  o f

c h r o n i c  d i a r r h e a  o r  m a l a r i a  a t t a c k s .  S u rgeon  Thomas

C u s h in g o f  t h e  2 0 th  Regim ent  U .S .C .T .  u n h a p p i ly  r e p r e s e n t e d

many a f f l i c t e d  o f f i c e r s .  He r e c e i v e d  a tw e n ty -d a y  le a v e

b e c a u s e  o f  c h r o n i c  d i a r r h e a  and s u f f e r e d  from m a l a r i a l
7 2 $p o i s o n i n g  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  i n  1898.

S i c k n e s s  among o f f i c e r s  was n o t  as p r e v a l e n t  as 

i t  was among e n l i s t e d  men. They h ad  b e t t e r  s h e l t e r ,  b e t t e r  

and more v a r i e d  f o o d ,  w ere  n o t  crowded t o g e t h e r  i n  t e n t s  

and w ere  l e s s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  c o n t a g i o u s  and e p id em ic  

m a l a d i e s .  In  r e l a t i o n  to  b l a c k  t r o o p s ,  one o f f i c e r  i n  

e v e r y  f o r t y - t w o  was k i l l e d  o r  m o r t a l l y  wounded i n  com ba t ,  

w h e re a s  on ly  one b l a c k  s o l d i e r  in  e v e ry  s i x t y - s i x  s u f f e r e d  

t h a t  f a t e .  However,  o n ly  one o f f i c e r  i n  e v e r y  s e v e n t y -  

s e v e n  d i e d  o f  d i s e a s e  as compared t o  e v e ry  one in  seven  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .  One in  e v e r y  s e v e n t e e n  w h i t e  r e c r u i t s

^^^Henry L. S c o t t ,  M i l i t a r y  D i c t i o n a r y : Compri­
s i n g  T e c h n i c a l  D e f i n i t i o n s ; I n f o r m a t i o n  on R a i s i n g  and 
K eep ing  T ro o p s ;  A c t u a l  S e r v i c e , I n c l u d i n g M a k e s h i f t s  and 
Improved M a t e r i a l : and Law. G overnm ent . R e g u l a t i o n s , and 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  R e l a t i n g  t o  Land F o rces  ( ' ? , i 8 b l l ,  411. Re­
p r i n t e d  by Greenwood P r e s s ,  1968 For p r i m i t i v e  m e d ic a l  
p r a c t i c e s  s e e  Adams, D o c to r s  in  B lu e .

225 Compiled S e r v i c e  R eco rd ,  Surgeon  Thomas C u s h in g ,  
2 0 th  USCT, RG 9 4 P e n s io n  F i l e  o f  Thomas C u s h in g ,  S o l d i e r ’s 
C e r t i f i c a t e  #482280,  RG 15.
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d i e d  o f  d i s e a s e .  P r o v o s t  M arsh a l  G ene ra l  James B; Spry 

r e p o r t e d  on March 1 7 ,  1866 t h a t  f o r  e v e r y  b l a c k  who 

d i e d  o f  d i s e a s e  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o t h e r s  were  s e r i o u s l y  

s i c k .  In d i s c h a r g e s  f o r  d i s a b i l i t y  w h i t e s  had  a r a t i o  

o f  75.99 p e r  t h o u s a n d ,  w h i l e  b l a c k s  h ad  37 .92  p e r  

th o u s a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  d i s e a s e s  were  b a s i c a l l y  a c u te  

and m o r t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  c h r o n i c  and e n f e e b l i n g . 226

I n a d e q u a te  r a t i o n s ,  long  m a rc h e s ,  e x c e s s i v e  

f a t i g u e  d u ty  and im p ro p e r  m e d ic a l  c a r e  r e s u l t e d  i n  b l a c k  

t r o o p s  s u f f e r i n g  from more d i s e a s e s  t h a n  w h i t e s .  Union 

w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  came down w i t h  m a l a r i a  i n  522 c a s e s  p e r  

th o u s a n d  w hich  r e s u l t e d  i n  3 d e a t h s  p e r  t h o u s a n d .  B l a c k s ,  

i n  c o n t r a s t ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  829 c a s e s  p e r  t h o u s a n d  w i th  10 

d e a th s  p e r  th o u s a n d .  A l th o u g h  most  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  came 

from s l a v e r y ,  th e y  w ere  r e c r u i t e d  from t h e  u p p e r  South  

and a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  m a l a r i a  i n f e s t e d  G u lf  a r e a  which 

p ro v e d  d e a d ly  f o r  them . Lack o f  v i t a m i n  C e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  

t o  s c u r v y  w h ich  a f f l i c t e d  13 w h i t e s  o u t  o f  e v e ry  th o u s a n d ,  

w h e rea s  b l a c k s  s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  8 8  p e r  th o u sa n d .  

B la c k s  w ere  l a i d  low more t h a n  w h i t e s  by  t y p h o - m a l a r i a ,  

d i a r r h e a - d y s e n t e r y ,  c o n s u m p t io n ,  d i s e a s e  o f  t h e  n e rv o u s

226P r o v o s t  M a rsh a l  G e n e ra l  James B. F ry  t o  Sec .  
o f  War S t a n t o n ,  March 1 7 ,  1866.  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n  s e r .
3,  V, 6 6 6 , 6 6 7 ,  670;  D ea th  b y  d i s e a s e  f o r i  l a c k s  was 141.39 
p e r  th o u s a n d  w h i l e  th e  g e n e r a l  v o l u n t e e r  r a t e  was 59 .22  
p e r  t h o u s a n d .  House Ex . Doc. No. 1 .  39 th  c o n g . ,  1 s t  s e s s . ,  
V o l .  4 ,  No. 1 ,  P a r t  1 ,  (W a s h in g to n ,  1 8 6 6 ) ,  76.
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s y s t e m ,  a c u t e  b r o n c h i t i s ,  i n f l a m m a t io n  o f  th e  l u n g s ,  

and d i g e s t i v e  d i s e a s e s .  W hi te s  s u f f e r e d  more p r o p o r ­

t i o n a l l y  on ly  from r e c u r r e n t  f e v e r s  and v e n e r a l  d i ­

s e a s e .  227

C i v i l  War m e d ica l  r e c o r d s  p r o v e d  beyond  a 

doub t  t h a t  b l a c k s  d id  n o t  p o s s e s s  p e c u l i a r  a n a t o m i c a l  

s t r u c t u r e  a l i e n  t o  w h i t e s  and t h a t  M u la t t o e s  d i d  n o t  

have  p o o r e r  h e a l t h  o r  were l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  th a n  •'pure 

A f r i c a n s . "  The r e c o r d s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  

w ou ld  n o t  " l o s e  t h e i r  powers of  ' r e p r o d u c t i o n ' . . .much
2 28s o o n e r  th a n  t h e  w h i t e  man" n o r  become e x t i n c t  s o o n e r .

European o b s e rv e r s  o f  the  C i v i l  War w e re  sh o ck ed  

a t  t h e  u t t e r  l a c k  o f  r e s p e c t  w h i t e  e n l i s t e d  men had  for 

t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r s .  S o l d i e r s  were  r e l u c t a n t  t o  

f o l l o w  " s t u p i d "  o r d e r s  o r  t o  say " s i r "  t o  an o f f i c e r  who 

was j u s t  Joe  o r  Tom back h o m e .229 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  

T w e n t i e th  Reg im en t ,  U n i ted  S t a t e s  C o l o r e d  I n f a n t r y  was 

n o t e d  in  r e t r o s p e c t  as w e l l  d r i l l e d  and d i s c i p l i n e d .  Ad­

j u t a n t  Dudley F. P h e lp s ,  s p e a k in g  i n  1 8 8 6 ,  r e m a rk e d ,  " t h e  

r e g i m e n t  in d e ed  was under  su c h  p e r f e c t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h a t  

I b e l i e v e  i t  would have b e e n  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o l o n e l  

^ N e ls o n  B. B a r t r a m /  t o  c a l l  on t h e  men t o  do any work w h ich

22 7 Adams? D octo rs  i n  B l u e . 240 a s  t a k e n  from 
M e d ic a l  and S u r g i c a l  H i s t o r y  of  t h e  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n .  
186T-186TT6 vo f iT ,  WasKffTgton; T775^T88'8T,“T r i 7 T X --------

2 2 8 j p h ,  B a x te r  t o  James B. S p r y ,  March 17 ,  1866,  
War o f  th e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  3 ,  V, 771;  House Ex. Doc. No. 1 ,  
3$th  c o n g . , 1 s t  s e s s ,  , V o l .  4 ,  No. 1 ,  P a r t  2 ,  95 ,  § 6 .

229pav id  Donald, D ied  o f  Democracy i n  David  D o n a ld ,  
e d . ,  Why th e  North  Won th e  fcivTT War ( r i e w Y o r k .  1 9 6 0 ) ,  79- 
83; John J .  P u l l e n ,  fh e  t w e n t i e t h  M a in e : A V o l u n t e e r  Re­
g im en t  i n  t h e  C i v i l  ? a r ,  l 7 .
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t h e y  w ould  have f e a r e d  o r  f a i l e d  t o  p e r f o r m . " 2 ^

The r e c o r d  does i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  as r e g im e n t s  go ,  

th e  2 0 th  had  th e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  be w e l l  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  b u t  

e v e r y  r e g im e n t  has  i t s  m a l c o n t e n t s ,  c o m p la in e r s  and d e ­

s e r t e r s ,  and t h e  20th  was no e x c e p t i o n .  P a r t  o f  m i l i t a r y  

d i s c i p l i n e  i s  p r o p e r  d r e s s  and a t t e n t i o n  to  u n i fo rm s  and 

e q u ip m e n t .  L t .  C o lo n e l  A. F. M ather  i s s u e d  G e n e ra l  

O rde r  No. 24 from Camp P a r a p e t ,  New O r l e a n s  on A ugust  4, 

1864.

The a p p e a ra n c e  o f  muskets  a t  
th e  morning  i n s p e c t i o n  w i th  
a v e ry  few e x c e p t i o n s  was b ad .
Many h ad  e v i d e n t l y  made no e f ­
f o r t s  t o  c l e a n  t h e i r  p i e c e s  o r  
b ru s h  t h e i r  c l o t h e s .  H e r e a f t e r  
a l l  men who have  r u s t y  m uske ts  
a t  i n s p e c t i o n s  w i l l  be  s e v e r e l y  
p u n i s h e d .  "K" co/mpany? w i l l  
be r e l i e v e d  from one t o u r  o f  
p i c k e t  du ty  and from f a t i g u e  
d u r in g  t h e  week commencing Aug.
7th 1864 on a c co u n t  o f  t h e  good 
c o n d i t i o n  o f  i t s  m uskets  and t h e  
n e a t  ap p e a ran c e  o f  th e  men.

On J u l y  2 1 ,  186'4 C o lo n e l  W i l l ia m  B. G uernsey  o f  th e  26 th  

i s s u e d  G e n e ra l  O rde r  No. 35 from F o r t  Duane,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  

i n  w h ich  he  t o l d  t h e  r e c r u i t s  t o  wash t h e i r  c l o t h e s .  "A 

good s o l d i e r , "  he  r e m a rk e d ,  " w i l l  a lways have  o l d  p i e c e s  

washed and p u t  away f o r  p a t c h e s . "  G uernsey  o r d e r e d  th e  men 

t o  pay  a t t e n t i o n  t o  " t h e  p r o p e r  p u t t i n g "  on o f  t h e i r  u n i ­

forms b e c a u s e  " s l o u c h i n e s s  looks  w o rse  i n  a s o l d i e r  th a n

230b a n q u e t  Given by  Members o f  t h e  Union League Club 
o f  1863 and I b o T T o  Commemorate t h e  D e p a r t u r e  For*~the S e a t  
o7 War o f  t h T T w e n t i e t h  Regiment o f  Uni t e d  P t a t e s  C o lo r e d  
T roops  ITaised by t h e  T T ub f Wew y o 7 E .~ r g B 5 T .T 7 : -------------------

231G en e ra l  O rd e r  No. 24, 2 0 th  USCT O rd e r  Book Cos A
t o  K, Record  Group 94 .
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in  a woman e v e r . "  Major  I r a  Winans found  i t  a p p a l l i n g

t h a t  men wore good c l o t h i n g  w h i l e  on f a t i g u e  d u ty  o r

th rew  away p e r f e c t l y  good c l o t h e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere  t o o

l a z v  t o  wash i t .  He t h r e a t e n e d  t o  p u n i s h  s u c h  men by

f o r c i n g  them t o  do " t h e  D i r t y  work o f  th e  camps w i t h

no more c l o t h i n g  th a n  j u s t  enough to  c o v e r  t h e i r  n a k e d -  
2 32n e s s .

In  J u l y  1864 t h e  I n s p e c t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  

D ep a r tm en t  o f  th e  S o u th ,  i n s p e c t e d  t h e  2 6 th  R e g im e n t .

The c o n d i t i o n  o f  arms was r e p o r t e d  as d i r t y  and t h e  con ­

d i t i o n  o f  c l o t h e s  as p o o r .  The r e p o r t  was s u b m i t t e d  on 

A ugust  2 3 ,  and f i v e  days l a t e r  M ajor  G e n e ra l  Rufus S a x t o n ,  

Commanding D i s t r i c t  o f  B e a u f o r t ,  c a l l e d  upon C o lo n e l  

S i l l i m a n  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s .  He r e p l i e d ,

" o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  arms o f  my command a t  t h e  t im e  

m en t io n e d  I have  no knowledge n o t  b e i n g  th e n  p r e s e n t  w i t h  

t h e  r e g i m e n t .  We w ere  t h e n  and a r e  now u n a b l e  t o  draw 

n e c e s s a r y  c l o t h i n g .  The Q. M. ^ q u a r t e r m a s t e r /  Depot n o t  

h a v in g  i t  on h a n d . "  C l o th in g  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n  and 

when i t  was a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  o f t e n  was t h e  r e f u s e  o f  w o o len  

m i l l s . 2 3 3

232G e n e ra l  O rd e rs  Nos. 13, 35 ,  38 ,  2 6 th  USCT Re­
g i m e n ta l  L e t t e r ,  Endorsem ent  and O rder  Book,  RG 9 4 .

233George E. Gourand t o  W. S .  M, B u r g e r ,  A ugus t  
2 3 ,  1864,  J .  G. F o r s t e r  t o  R. S a x t o n ,  A ugust  2 3 ,  1864 ,  
S a x to n  t o  S i l l i m a n  August  28 ,  1864,  S i l l i m a n  t o  S a x t o n ,  
August  2 8 ,  1864,  R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s ,  2 6 th  USCT, L e t t e r s ,  
Record Group 94 ;  John  M. S c h o f i e l d  t o  C o l .  C h e s t e r  H a rd ­
i n g ,  J r . ,  A d j t .  Gen. M is s o u r i  V o l u n t e e r s ,  J u l y  2 6 ,  1861 ,  
" o u r  men a r e  v e r y  much i n  need  o f  c l o t h i n g . . . "  War o f  t h e  
R e b e l l i o n , s e r ,  1 ,  I I I ,  408.



T here  a r e  p r o b a b l y  s e v e r a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  th e  

r e g i m e n t ' s  v i o l a t i o n  o f  r u l e s  c o n c e rn in g  p r o p e r  c a r e  o f  

c l o t h i n g .  Some o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  w ere  young and h a d  no 

e x p e r i e n c e  in  w ash in g  c l o t h e s ,  s i n c e  p r e v i o u s l y  t h i s  was 

done by t h e  women in  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  The r e c r u i t s  m ig h t  

n o t  h ad  b e e n  in  a p o s i t i o n  to  h i r e  a l a u n d r e s s .  P e rh ap s  

some o f  t h e  noncom m iss ioned  o f f i c e r s  were u n c o n c e rn e d  o r  

d id  n o t  s e e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a c l e a n  camp o r  p r o p e r  c a r e  

o f  u n i f o r m s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t h a t  o f  

th e  l i n e  o f f i c e r s  who s h o u l d  have  se en  t h a t  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  

w ere  o b ey ed .

The m i l i t a r y ' s  p e n c h a n t  f o r  c l e a n l i n e s s  and good 

a p p e a r a n c e s  i s  r e v e a l e d  in  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  C o lo n e l  S i l l i m a n ,  

S t u a r t  M. T a y l o r ,  C a p t a i n  and A s s i s t a n d  A d ju t a n t  G e n e ra l  o f  

th e  S eco n d  S e p a r a t e  B r ig a d e  a t  B e a u f o r t ,  South  C a r o l i n a ,  

n o t i f i e d  S i l l i m a n  t h a t  C a p ta i n  John  L i t t l e ' s  r e p o r t  f o r  

November 14 ,  1864 s t a t e d  t h a t  ' t h e  camps and b a t t e r i e s  

w ere  i n  a good s t a t e  o f  p o l i c e ,  e x c e p t i n g  t h e  2 6 th  USCT 

w i t h  few e x c e p t i o n s  t h e r e  was h a r d l y  a t e n t  b u t  w h a t  h ad  

u n d e r  i t  o l d  c l o t h e s ,  s h o e s ,  b o t t l e s  or  some o t h e r  r u b b i s h .

The camp g u a rd  p r e s e n t e d  a v e r y  r a g g e d  a p p e a r a n c e . ' T h is  

was n o t  a r a c i a l  t r a i t  b e c a u s e  a c c o r d in g  to  W iley  m ost  

w h i t e  t r o o p s  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  same f a u l t . ^34

2 3 4 $ t u a r t  M. T a y l o r  t o  W i l l i a m  S i l l i m a n  November 5,  
1864, R e g t .  P ap e rs  2 6 th  USCT, L e t t e r s ,  RG 9 4 ;  H o b a r t  L. M o r r i s ,  
J r . ,  One Y e a r  a t  War: The D ia ry  o f  P v t ,  John A. S c h u l t z .  Aug.
1* 1 8 6 3 -Aug. 1 ,  1864 (New~Yor k , 19^8JT"THTr"fliTey i  1 l y
T a n k ,  541 .  “
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Gambling,, s w e a r i n g ,  t h e f t  and g e n e r a l l y  " o f f e n ­

s i v e ” b e h a v i o r  was f rowned upon and n o t  t o l e r a t e d  by the  

army. To t h e  m i l i t a r y  gam bling  meant p ro b lem s .  F i g h t s  

o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  from c r i e s  o f  " c h e a t ! ” and l o s t  w ag es .

C o lo n e l  S i l l i m a n  i s s u e d  G e n e ra l  O rder  No. 2 on F e b ru a ry  

18,  1864,  p r o h i b i t i n g  g am bling  among th e  o f f i c e r s  and 

men. O f f i c e r s  w ere  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  " a r r e s t  a l l  p e r s o n s  v i ­

o l a t i n g  t h i s  o r d e r  and C toJ t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n s  o f  a l l  money 

w a g e re d ,  h o l d i n g  i t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  

a u t h o r i t i e s . "  Gambling and s w e a r in g  were  p r e v a l e n t  among 

w h i t e  t r o o p s .  P r i v a t e  I s s a c  J a c k so n  o f  t h e  17th  Ohio 

B a t t e r y  w r o t e  i n  h i s  d i a r y  on March 15, 1863 a t  M i l l i k e n ' s  

Bend, " t h e r e  i s  n o t  a day n a s s e s  b u t  g am b l in g ,  c a r d  p l a y ­

i n g ,  s w e a r in g  and e v e r y  o t h e r  k in d  o f  v i c e  i s  i n  f u l l  

p r o g r e s s . "235 The army e n f o r c e d  t h e  a n t ig a m b l i n g  o r d e r s ,  

f o r  ex am p le ,  as S g t .  John  Humans o f  Company A and S g t .  

W i l l i a m  D. W i l l i a m s  o f  Company J ,  20 th  U .S .C .T .  w ere  r e -  

duced t o  t h e  r a n k s  f o r  d r i n k i n g  and gam bling .  °

S w e a r in g  and t h e  use  o f  o b s c e n i t i e s  were  commonly 

u sed  by r e c r u i t s  t o  t h e  dismay o f  o f f i c e r s  who w a n te d  t o  

b u i l d  c h a r a c t e r  and " g e n t l e m a n ly "  b e h a v i o r .  L t .  C o lo n e l  

W. E. W, Ross o f  t h e  3 1 s t  Regiment o r d e r e d  noncom m iss ioned

2 3 3 R e g t .  L e t t e r ,  E ndo rsem en t  and O rder  Book 2 6 th  
USCT, RG 94 ;  B en jam in  Q u a r l e s ,  The Negro in  th e  C i v i l  
War ( B o s to n ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  211-212 ; Jo se p h  0 .  J a c k s o n ,  e d . ,
Tome o f  t h e  B o y s . . . The C i v i l  War L e t t e r s  o f  I s a a c  J a c k s o n ,
1862-T&65, w i tn  a Forew ard  by B e l l  I .  Wiley ( C a r b o n d a l e , 
I l l i n o i s ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  70.

236S p e c i a l  O rd e r  No. 3 ,  2 0 th  USCT O rder  Book, RG 94 .
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o f f i c e r s  t o  t u r n  in  t h e  names o f  men who i n s i s t e d  on 

u s i n g  " h o r r i d  o a t h s "  o r  t o  f a c e  r e d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  r a n k s .

Ross v iewed f o u l  la n g u ag e  as an e v i l  p r a c t i c e  " p r e ­

j u d i c i a l  t o  good o r d e r s "  and so m e th in g  t h a t  would l e a d  

" t o  sp eed y  and u t t e r  d e m o r a l i z a t i o n "  o f  t r o o p  m o r a l e . ^37 

Ross and o t h e r s  w ere  j u d g i n g  b l a c k s  by  w h i te  s t a n d a r d s .

To o u t s i d e r s  t h e  u se  o f  la n g u ag e  by b l a c k s  was c o n s i d e r e d  

a p p a l l i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  o f t e n  u sed  the  most  o p p r o b r io u s  

e p i t h e t s  i n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i th  each  o t h e r .  B lack s  o f t e n  

a c c e p t e d  w i t h  a g r i n  c o a r s e  and lewd s t a t e m e n t s  ab o u t  

each  o t h e r  t h a t  w ould  have  w h i t e  men d u e l i n g  o r  b r a w l i n g .  

Dudley P h e lp s  r e c a l l e d  " t h e  o n ly  f i g h t i n g  w o rd ,  the  on ly  

i n s u l t  t h a t  c o u ld  n e v e r  be w iped  o u t  e x c e p t  by  b lo o d  was 

/ t o  be c a l l e d  by  a n o t h e r ?  a ’ d - - d  I r i s h  N i g g e r J * " ^ ^

T his  was t r u e  b e c a u s e  t h e  I r i s h  r e p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  u rban  

b l a c k  w h a t  th e  S o u th e r n  p o o r  w h i t e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  

s l a v e - - a n  o b j e c t  o f  u t t e r  co n tem p t .

T h e f t  o f  a n o t h e r  s o l d i e r ’ s p r o p e r t y  was c o n s i d e r e d

as a s e r i o u s  o f f e n c e  and s o m e th in g  s w i f t l y  p u n i s h e d .  Major

I r a  Winans had  t h i s  in  mind when he i s s u e d  G en e ra l  O rd e r

No. 50 a t  B e a u f o r t  on S ep te m b er  11,  1864:

Each o f  us have  no p l a c e  w h e r e . . .  
we can  s a f e l y  k e e p . . . a n y  l i t t l e  
v a l u a b l e s  we may p o s s e s s .  S t e a l ­
i n g  from  a f e l l o w  s o l d i e r  i s  one 
o f  th e  w o r s t  c r im e s  t h a t  p r e v a i l

    -

^ ^ R e g i m e n t a l  O rd e r  No. 8 , 3 1 s t  USCT O rder  Book 
Cos A to  K, Record  Group 9 4 ,  B e l l  I .  W i le y ,  The L i f e  o f  
B i l l y  Yank ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  1952) 248.

* B an q u e t  Given by  Members o f  t h e  Union League 
Club o f  1863 and 1864 ,  35.



130

i n  the army and unw orthy  Zof7 a 
s o l d i e r  o f  a g r e a t  n a t i o n .  A l l  
a r e  w arned  a g a i n s t  su c h  p r a c t i c e s ,  
b ec au se  th e y  a r e  mean low l i v e d  __q
and w i l l  m eet  w i t h  p rom pt  p u n i s h m e n t ,

P r i v a t e  Henry L, J a c k s o n ,  Company I ,  2 0 th  U . S . C . T . , was 

c o u r t m a r t i a l e d  f o r  b e i n g  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v e ,  d i s o b e y ­

in g  o r d e r s  and f o r  t h e f t .  He l o s t  a m o n th ’ s pay  and was 

c o n f in e d  to  the  g u a rd  h o u se  f o r  a week. F o r  added p u n i s h ­

m en t ,  he  was o r d e r e d  t o  s t a n d  "upon a b a r r e l  f o u r  h o u rs  

each day ,  between t h e  h o u r s  o f  6 and  8 a .m. and 4 and 

6 p . m . ,  h a v in g  on h i s  b r e a s t  a b o a r d  w i th  t h e  word ’ t h i e f 1 

i n s c r i b e d  t h e r e i n  in  l a r g e  l e t t e r s . "  Not l e a r n i n g  h i s  

l e s s o n ,  J ack so n  was l a t e r  c o n v i c t e d  o f  s t e a l i n g  t h r e e  

c a n t e e n s ,  b o o t s ,  a k n a p s a c k ,  a d r i n k i n g  c u p ,  a m uske t  and 

o f  d e s t r o y i n g  h i s  c l o t h i n g ,  camp and  g a r r i s o n  eq u ip m en t .

He s e r v e d  f o u r t e e n  days i n  c o n f in e m e n t  a t  t h e  p o s t  g u a rd
O A O

house  and s u b s i s t e d  on b r e a d  and w a t e r .  For  p l u n d e r i n g  

th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  h o u s e s  n e a r  F o r t r e s s  M onroe,  two w h i t e s  

were  drummed out  o f  t h e  camp b e f o r e  t h e  e n t i r e  b r i g a d e  

w i th  a rope  a round  t h e i r  n e c k s  and " l a r g e  b o a r d s  on t h e i r  

backs  w i t h  th e  word  ’ t h i e f ’ w r i t t e n  upon th e m ."  Wiley 

c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h i e v e s  t o  b e  s t a n d a r d .

The 3 1 s t  R eg im en t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a r a s h  o f  t h e f t s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  m u sk e ts .  The men w ere  w arned  t h a t  t h e y  w ould

2 ^ G e n e r a l  O rd e r  No. 50 ,  2 6 th  R e g t .  L e t t e r ,  En­
d o r s e m e n t ,  and O rd e r  Book,  RG 94 .

G ene ra l  O rd e rs  Nos.  16 and 2 5 ,  2 0 th  USCT O rder  
Book Cos. A to  K ( s e e  Co. I ) ,  RG 94 ,

2 ^* A lf re d  D a v e n p o r t ,  Camp and F i e l d  L i f e  o f  t h e  
F i f t h  New York V o l u n t e e r  I n f a n t r y  (New Y o rk .  18791 .  757 
ffTTey-, T i n T T a n k . i r e ; -----------------
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be s e v e r e l y  t r e a t e d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  how t r i f l i n g  t h e  t h e f t  

w as .  To curb s t e a l i n g  th e  r e g i m e n t  d e c i d e d  t o  p u n i s h  

t h o s e  who knew th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h i e v e s  b u t  w ould  n o t  i n ­

form on them, 242 was n o t  s t a t e d  why t h e r e  were  t h e f t s  

o f  m u s k e t s .  The most  l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  

r e c r u i t s  h ad  e i t h e r  o u t d a t e d  o r  i n f e r i o r  weapons and 

c o n v i e n t l y  h e l p e d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  more modern and e f f i c i e n t  

on es .

One o f  t h e  more p e r s i s t e n t  t h i e v e s  and p ro b lem  

makers  was Moses D e g r o a t ,  a s s i g n e d  t o  Company E o f  th e  

2 0 th  Reg im ent .  O n 'Ju n e  21 ,  1864 he was d e c l a r e d  q u i l t y  

o f  t h e f t  and c o n f in e d  t o  t h e  p o s t  g u a rd  house  f o r  f o u r ­

t e e n  days on b r e a d  and w a t e r .  On December 5 he was t r a n s ­

f e r r e d  t o  Company „C of. t h e  same r e g i m e n t .  D e g ro a t  was 

a r r e s t e d  f o r  s l e e p i n g  on d u ty  on J a n u a r y  19, 1865 a t  E a s t  

P a s c a g o u l a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  L ess  t h a n  two months l a t e r  

i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  D e g ro a t  and t h r e e  o t h e r s  w ere  s t e a l ­

in g  and s e l l i n g  t h e i r  c o m ra d e s ’ c l o t h e r s .  He was known as 

t h e  " s a le s m a n "  o f  t h e  g ro u p .  D e g r o a t  acknow ledged  s e l l i n g  

a p a i r  o f  t r o u s e r s  t o  a c i v i l i a n  f o r  $1 .50  in  o r d e r  t o  

buy  b r e a d  o f  which t h e r e  was a s h o r t a g e .  He was p u t  i n t o  

c o n f in e m e n t  on A p r i l  3 ,  His  g r o s s  m i s b e h a v i o r  may have 

c o s t  him a p e n s io n .  A l th o u g h  he was d i s c h a r g e d  w i t h  h i s  

r e g im e n t  i n  O c tobe r  1865 ,  h i s  p e n s i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f i l e d

2 42pe g i ment a l  O rde r  No. 1 2 ,  3 1 s t  USCT O rd e r  Book 
Cos. A to  K, Record Group 9 4 .



June  2 6 ,  1912 was r e j e c t e d ,  b u t  no  r e a s o n  was g i v e n ,  

even th o u g h  he had  d ro p sy  and  was "a n  o b j e c t  f o r

c h a r i t y . " 243

D uring  th e  w ar  and even  a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f

t h e  C o n fe d e ra c y  t h e f t  among th e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  

o c c u r r e d .  T h is  was done ,  p e r h a p s ,  l e s s  f o r  p r o f i t  th a n  

f o r  a d e s i r e  f o r  food .  W hi te  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  1 2 4 th  Re­

g im ent  New York S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r s  w ere  t o l d  by  o f f i c e r s  

on A p r i l  4 ,  1865 to  " borrow  a l l  t h e  c a t t l e ,  p i g s ,  sheep  

and p o u l t r y  th e y  c o u ld  f i n d . "  On A ugus t  2 0 ,  1864 ,  th e  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  U. S. F o r c e s ,  D i s t r i c t  o f  B e a u f o r t ,  i n ­

formed L t .  C o lo n e l  W i l l i a m  B. G uernsey  t h a t  b l a c k  l a n d ­

owners have  com p la in ed  t h a t  s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  2 6 th  U .S .C .T  

have  " t r e s p a s s e d  on t h e i r  l a n d s  and t a k e n  c o r n ,  w a t e r ­

m e lo n s ,  e t c ,  e t c .  away."  Was i t  h u n g e r  o r  w an ton  g r e e d  

t h a t  c a u s e d  an unknown s o l d i e r  o f  Co. A, 2 6 th  Regim ent 

t o  s t e a l  and k i l l  I s a a c  G a r r e t ’s c a l f  i n  G r a y h i l l ,  South  

C a r o l i n a ? 244

On August  2 1 ,  1865 C o l o n e l  B a r t r a m  w arn ed  h i s  

t r o o p s  who w ere  s t a t i o n e d  a t  M i l l i k e n ’ s Bend t h a t  t h e y  

w ere  t h e r e  " a s  p r o t e c t o r s  and  n o t  p l u n d e r e r s . "  Robbing

243C o u r t m a r t i a l  o f  Moses D e g r o a t ,  J u n e  2 1 ,  1864 ,  
R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s - - I s s u a n c e  2 0 th  USCT, RG 94 ;  M orning  
R e p o r t s ,  Co. E ,  Mav 12, December 5 ,  1864 ,  Co. C, J a n u a r y  
19,  A p r i l  3, 1865, 2 0 th  USCT, RG 9 4 ;  S p e c i a l  O rd e r  No. 
124 ( t r a n s f e r r i n g  Moses D e g r o a t ) , O rd e r  Book 2 0 th  USCT, 
RG 94 ;  C o u r t m a r t i a l  o f  Moses D e g r o a t ,  O c to b e r  2 9 ,  1864 ,  
R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  2 0 th  USCT, RG 94 .

^ 44T a r y l o r  t o  commanding O f f i c e r  2 6 th  R e g t ,  
August  2 0 ,  1864, E. F. Wording t o  Gen. S a x t o n ,  March 3,  
1864, R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s  2 6 th  USCT, R eco rd  Group 
94.  C h a r l e s  H. W eygant,  H i s t o r y  o f  The One H undred  and 
Twenty- F o u r th  Regiment NYSV (1877T^4S4.
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t h e  o l d  and th e  p o o r ,  B a r t ram  s t a t e d ,  "was a mean 

t h i n g . "  He rem inded  them t h a t  t h e  w ar  was o v e r  " a n d  

no  e x c u s e  can  now be u sed  f o r  t a k i n g  away p r o d u c e  o f  

t h e  country  w i t h o u t . . . p a y i n g  f o r  t h e  s a m e ."  U n f o r t u ­

n a t e l y  f o r  P r i v a t e s  David F e r r i s  and J a c k  M oore ,  t h e y  

w ere  c o u r t m a r t i a l e d  seven  days a f t e r  B a r t r a m f s w a r n in g .

Fo r  s t e a l i n g  p o t a t o e s  from Noah M an lo v e ,  a p r i v a t e  

c i t i z e n ,  and f o r  b e in g  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v e  on J u l y  2 8 ,  

t h e  two s u f f e r e d  a m o n th 's  lo s s  o f  pay  and w e re  o r d e r e d  

t o  be  em ployed  on f a t i g u e  duty  w i th  a b a l l  and  c h a in  

a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  l e f t  l e g  f o r  f i f t e e n  d a y s .  P r i v a t e  

George Keys l o s t  $10 from h i s  pay and was p l a c e d  on 

f a t i g u e  d u ty  i n  ch a rg e  o f  the  r e g i m e n t a l  g u a r d  f o r  a week 

f o r  s t e a l i n g  w a te rm e lo n s  from a b l a c k  c i v i l i a n . 2 ^5

S l e e p i n g  on duty  was a s e r i o u s  b r e a c h  o f  m i l i t a r y  

r e g u l a t i o n ,  and q u i l t y  p a r t i e s  w ere  u n m e r c i f u l l y  p u n i s h e d .  

To C o lo n e l  S i l l i m a n  s l e e p i n g  on p o s t  was "one  o f  t h e  most 

common o f f e n s e s  among th e  t r o o p s  a t  t h i s  p o s t  ( B e a u f o r t )  

and t h e  s e v e r e s t  m easures  w i l l  be  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o r r e c t  

t h e  e v i l . " 1 Jaco b  Coleman o f  t h e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  s l e p t  

w h i l e  on p i c k e t  d u ty  on t h e  morning o f  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1865.

2 ^5G e n e ra l  O rder  No. 10, 2 0 th  USCT Company Books 
Cos A t o  K, Record  Group 94 ;  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  a f i e l d  
o f f i c e r s  c o u r t m a r t i a l  convened a t . . . M i l l i k e n ' s  B e n d . . .  
A ugus t  2 1 ,  1865 (David  F e r r i s  and J a c k  M o o re ) ,  R e g t ,
P a p e r s - - I s s u a n c e  2 0 th  USCT, RG 9 4 ;  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  a f i e l d  
o f f i c e r  c o u r t m a r t i a l  c o n v e n e d . . .A u g u s t  2 6 ,  1865 (George  
K e y s ) , I b i d .

2 4 6 o r d e r  o f  C o lo n e l  S i l l i m a n  d a t e d  S e p t .  2 8 ,  1864,  
R e g t ,  L e t t e r  Endorsem ent and O rder  Book, 2 6 th  USCT, RG 94 .
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F o r  co m m it t in g  t h i s  " h e in o u s  o f f e n c e , "  Coleman had  

o n e - h a l f  o f  h i s  hea d  s h a v e d .  Wearing a b a r r e l  w i t h  an 

i n s c r i p t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he had  s l e p t  on p o s t ,  he  was 

drummed t h r o u g h o u t  th e  r e g i m e n t a l  camps i n  t h e  d i v i ­

s i o n ,  Coleman l o s t  a l l  p ay  and emoluments due t o  h im ,  

was d i s h o n o r a b l y  d i s c h a r g e d  and s e r v e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  

h a r d  l a b o r  a t  N o r f o l k ,  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  W i l l i a m  B i r n e y ,  

who s e n t e n c e d  Coleman, commented, " i t  i s  hoped  t h a t  t h i s  

exam ple  w i l l  be  a w a rn in g  t o  e v e ry  c o l o r e d  s o l d i e r  n o t  

t o  commit t h e  cr ime o f  s l e e p i n g  on p o s t - - a  c r im e  w h ic h
a  *7

m ig h t  b e t r a y  th e  whole  camp t o  th e  enem y."

M u t i n i e s  were  a p ro b le m  to  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  b e ­

ca u se  t h i s  m ean t  t h a t  a l l  d i s c i p l i n e  had  b ro k e n  down 

c o m p l e t e l y .  The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  no  com panies  o f  

t h e  t h r e e  r e g im e n t s  were i n v o l v e d  i n  m u t i n i e s .  N ev e r ­

t h e l e s s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  w ere  c o u r t -  

m a r t i a l e d  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  s u p p r e s s  o t h e r  r e g i m e n t a l  

m u t i n i e s  o r  f o r  en g ag in g  i n  m u t inous  c o n d u c t .  Theodore  

S m i th ,  Company A, was found  q u i l t y  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  f a l l  

i n  w i t h  h i s  company, a l t h o u g h  he was a s e r g e a n t  knowing 

a t  t h e  t im e  (May 11,  1865) i t  was t o  a i d  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  

a m u t in y  i n  a n o t h e r  r e g i m e n t .  When a s k e d  why he r e f u s e d  

an o r d e r ,  h e  r e p l i e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  " t h a t  he d i d  n o t  come 

h e r e  ^ n e a r  C i t y  P o i n t ,  V i r g i n i a 7  t o  f i g h t  men o f  h i s  

own c o l o r . "  Smith  was s e n t e n c e d  t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  one 

m o n th fs p a y .  P r i v a t e  Henry V a l e n t i n e ,  Company A, was

2 4 7 C o u r t m a r t i a l  o f  P v t .  J a c o b  Coleman Co. F 3 1 s t  
USCT, R e g t .  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 9 4 ;  C o u r t -  
m a r t i a l  J a c o b  Coleman Co. F 3 1 s t  USCT MM3125-00266, RG 153.



g u i l t y  o f  r e f u s i n g  t o  a s s i s t  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  th e  same 

m u t i n y ,  and he gave b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same answ er  i n  h i s  

d e f e n c e .  A lthough  two s o l d i e r s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  V a l e n ­

t i n e  obeyed  t h e  o r d e r  a f t e r  a d i s c r e e t  i n t e r v a l ,  he was 

g i v e n  a d i s h o n o r a b l e  d i s c h a r g e  and two y e a r s  o f  h a r d

l a b o r  w i t h  a 24 pound b a l l  and a 6 f o o t  lo n g  c h a i n
2 48a t t a c h e d  to  h i s  r i g h t  l e g .  H is  p u n is h m e n t  was 

w o rs e  b e c a u s e  he was t r i e d  a week a f t e r  S m i th ,  and  th e  

o f f i c e r s  w ere  p r o b a b l y  d i s g u s t e d  w i th  such  b e h a v i o r .

R i c h a r d  M i l l s  o f  t h e  3 1 s t  Regiment r e f u s e d  t o  

s u r r e n d e r  h i s  weapon t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r .  He 

l i f t e d  i t  a g a i n s t  an o f f i c e r  n e a r  W hi tes  R anch ,  T e x a s ,  

on o r  a b o u t  J u l y  10,  1865. C a p ta in  John  R. M o r r i s  

t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  M i l l s  s a i d ,  ’ I w h ipped  my m a s t e r  o n c e ,  

he w h ip p ed  me a f t e r w a r d s ,  b u t  he had  t o  g e t  h e l p  t o  do 

i t .  I am n o t  a f r a i d  o f  any one w h i t e  man, a l l  I w an t  

i s  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  th e  army,* M i l l s  r e c e i v e d  a d i s h o n o r ­

a b l e  d i s c h a r g e ,  l o s s  o f  a l l  pay and a l lo w a n c e s  due h im ,  

and two y e a r s  o f  h a r d  l a b o r .  A 24 pound b a l l  and a 

6 f o o t  c h a in  w ere  a t t a c h e d  to  h i s  r i g h t  l e g .  P r i v a t e  

John  F. Thompson o f  t h e  2 0 th  Regiment was g u i l t y  o f  

r i o t o u s  and m u t in o u s  c o n d u c t  f o r  f i r i n g  h i s  m u sk e t  w i t h ­

o u t  a u t h o r i t y  o r  o r d e r s  on a b u s y  New O r l e a n s  s t r e e t -

2^®Regim enta l  O rde r  No, 2 0 ,  C o u r t m a r t i a l  o f  
T heodore  Smith Co. A, 3 1 s t  USCT, R eg t  P a p e r s - - M i s -  
c e l l a n e o u s  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 94 ;  C o u r t m a r t i a l  o f  H enry  
V a l e n t i n e  Co. F, 3 1 s t  USCT MM3125, RG 153.
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249c o r n e r  on o r  a b o u t  May 2 9 ,  1865.

The m i l i t a r y  a b i d e s  by a s t r i c t  t im e  t a b l e ,  and  

men who e x c e e d e d  t h e i r  f u r l o u g h s ,  o r  who a b s e n te d  them ­

s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  l e a v e ,  w ere  h a r s h l y  t r e a t e d  t o  im p re s s  

upon o t h e r s  th e  n e e d  t o  o b t a i n  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  b e i n g  

away from camp o r  a s s i g n e d  d u t i e s .  P r i v a t e  W i l l i a m  P i n d e l l ,  

Company A, 2 0 th  U . S . C . T . ,  was g u i l t y  o f  b e in g  AWOL. In  

a d d i t i o n  t o  a l o s s  o f  one m on th ’ s pay he  was c o n f i n e d  

t o  t h e  g u a r d  h o u se  f o r  a month w i t h  a b a l l  and c h a in  

a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  l e g  and  o r d e r e d  t o  s u b s i s t  on b r e a d  and 

w a t e r  f o r  two w ee k s .  P r i v a t e  M a r t i n  Bowman, Company B,

2 0 th  R eg im en t  was AWOL f o r  t h r e e  d a y s .  He f o r f e i t e d  $10 

i n  p ay  and  had  " t o  march in  f r o n t  o f  th e  g ua rd  q u a r t e r s  

o f  t h e  / r e g i m e n t ?  w i t h  p a c k e d  k n a p s ack  f o u r  h o u r s  e a c h  

m o rn in g  an d  f o u r  h o u r s  each  a f t e r n o o n  f o r  f i v e  s u c c e s s i v e  

d a y s . " 250

Some r e c r u i t s  w ou ld  n o t  a d j u s t  t o  m i l i t a r y  l i f e  

and  s p e n t  m ost  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  t im e  i n  and o u t  o f  t r o u b l e .

The m o rn in g  r e p o r t s  f o r  Company F o f  t h e  2 6 th  U .S .C .T .
251whows t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f o r  S g t .  W i l l i a m  Newark:

S e p t .  1 ,  1864 S g t .  Wm, Newark in  a r r e s t  f o r  e x ­
c e s s i v e  d ru n k en n e s s  and i n e x c u s -

2 4 9 c o u r tm a r t ia l  o f  Richard M i l l s ,  Co. I ,  3 1 s t  
USCT, Aug. 1 ,  1865 ,  R egt .  P a p e rs - I s s u a n ce  3 1 s t  USCT,
RG 94 ;  C o u r t m a r t i a l  R ecord  o f  P v t .  R ic h a rd  M i l l s ,  Co. I ,
3 1 s t  USCT MM3125, RG 153; Compiled S e r v i c e  R e co rd ,  P v t .
J o h n  F. Thompson, Co. D, 2 0 th  USCT, RG 94.

250S p e c i a l  O rd e r  No. 72, d a t e d  F e b ru a ry  2 8 ,  1865 
( f o r  P i n d e l l )  and  G e n e ra l  O rd e r  No. 4 ( f o r  Bowman), d a t e d  
May 1 6 ,  1865 ,  2 0 th  USCT O rd e r  BOOK Cos. A t o  K, RG 9 4 .

2512 6 th  USCT Morning R e p o r t s  (See Co. F ,  S ep te m b e r  
18 6 4 ,  J u l y  1 8 6 5 ) ,  RG 9 4 .



137

a b l e  a b s e n c e  from h i s  q u a r t e r s  
a f t e r  " t a p s " .

S e p t ,  2 2 ,  1864 S g t ,  Wm. Newark in  c l o s e  a r r e s t
f o r  b e a s t l y  d ru n k en n es s  § b r e a c h  
o f  a r r e s t

S e p t ,  2 3 ,  1864 S g t ,  Wm. Newark r e d u c e d  t o  r an k s
f o r  d ru n k e n n e s s  p e r  G e n e ra l  o r ­
d e r  No, 51 - S e p t  14,  1864,

J u l y  1 1 ,  1865 W. E, Newark p l a c e d  i n  c o n f in e m e n t
f o r  d e s e r t i o n  § charges  p r e f e r r e d  
/The d e s c r i p t i v e  book fo r  h i s  com­
pany d id  n o t  l i s t  him as a d e s e r t e r 7

In  some i n s t a n c e s  s o l d i e r s  w en t  AWOL and w ere  e i t h e r

a f r a i d  o r  ashamed t o  come b a c k .  P r i v a t e  A le x a n d e r  P u l a s k i ,

Company E, 3 1 s t  U . S . C . T . ,  was AWOL from May 17 t o  May 2 5 ,

1865, He w e n t  t o  f i n d  a washerwoman a t  C i t y  P o i n t ,  V i r g i n i a ,

f o r  an o f f i c e r ,  b u t  w en t  on a d r i n k i n g  s p r e e  w i t h  c i v i l i a n

f r i e n d s .  Ashamed t o  come back  u n t i l  he  was a l l  r i g h t ,

h i s  h o n e s ty  c o s t  him two months conf inem ent  a t  hard lab or
252and t h e  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  $12 f o r  f o u r  c o n s e c u t i v e  m on ths .

Were b l a c k s  b r o u g h t  up on c o u r t m a r t i a l  c h a rg e s  

more o f t e n  t h a n  w h i t e s ?  W h i te s  g e n e r a l l y  w ere  more co n ­

tem ptuous  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  w h i t e  

o f f i c e r s  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  b e ­

h a v i o r  o f  b l a c k s .  Some e n l i s t e d  men r e s e n t e d  o f f i c e r s  who 

a c t e d  l i k e  o v e r s e e r s ,  and i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n  l e d  t o  c h a r g e s .  

Newberry J a c k s o n ’ s s t a t e m e n t  t o  a f r i e n d  t h a t  " I  have  

n o t  y e t  b i n  p u n i s h ” s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  army q u i c k l y  r e ­

p r im a n d e d  b l a c k  " o f f e n d e r s , "  The d e s c r i p t i v e  books f o r  

t h e  t h r e e  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s  r e v e a l  t h a t  34%, 30% and 25% o f  

t h e  n o n co m m iss io n e d  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  2 0 t h ,  2 6 th  and 3 1 s t

2 5 2 c o u r t m a r t ia l  Record o f  P v t ,  Alexander  P u l a s k i ,
Co. E ,  3 1 s t  USCT MM 3125 ,  RG 153
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Regiments  r e s p e c t i v e l y  w ere  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  r a n k s  f o r  

v a r i o u s  o f f e n s e s .  I t  i s  n o t  known how t h e s e  f i g u r e s  

compared t o  w h i t e  r e g i m e n t s ,  how eve r ,  t h e y  a r e  s u g g e s ­

t i v e  t h a t  b l a c k s  were  o f t e n  " g u i l t y "  o f  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ­

in g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p e n c h a n t  f o r  non-coms t o  " a c t "  l i k e  

o f  f i c e r s . 2 ^

In  t h e  p o p u l a r  mind d e s e r t i o n  i n  t h e  h e a t  o f  

combat i s  t h e  most a t r o c i o u s  a c t  t h a t  a s o l d i e r  can 

commit. I t  was a m a jo r  p ro b lem  f o r  b o t h  t h e  Union and

t h e  C o n fed e r a c y .254

D u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e r e  were  w i d e l y  h e l d  

v iews t h a t  b l a c k s  w ere  c o w a rd s ,  and even  P r e s i d e n t  

L in c o ln  once s h a r e d  t h i s  c o n c e r n .  The New York H e r a l d  

e d i t o r i a l i z e d  on A ugus t  4 ,  1864 in  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  s o -  

c a l l e d  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  C r a t e r  t h a t  " N ig g e r s  a r e  n o t  f i t  

f o r  s o l d i e r s .  They c a n n o t  and w i l l  n o t  f i g h t . 2 ^

B la c k  men d id  d e s e r t ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  same numbers 

as w h i t e s .  T h e re  were  1 4 ,8 8 7  b l a c k  d e s e r t e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  180 ,000  who s e r v e d .  The numbers  o f  w h i t e  

d e s e r t e r s  w ere  e s t i m a t e d  from 200 ,000  t o  2 78 ,044  o u t  o f  

t h e  1 ,5 5 6 ,6  78 t o  2 ,489  ,836 who s e r v e d  in  t h e  Union a r m y .2 ^

253B ruce  C a t t o n ,  A S t i l l n e s s  a t  Appomattox 
(Garden C i t y ,  New Y o rk ,  19*54J , Z33; Newberry  J a ck so n  
t o  G. W. D u b in so n ,  J u n e  29 ,  1864, Compiled S e r v i c e  
R e c o r d s ,  RG 94:  2 0 t h ,  2 6 t h ,  3 1 s t  R e g t .  D e s c r i p t i v e  B ooks ,
RG 94 .

2 ^ E l l a  Lonn, D e s e r t i o n  D ur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War 
( G l o u c e s t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1966J

255New York H e r a l d . A ugust  4 ,  1864; P h i l i p  Van 
Doren S t e r n ,  e d . , lh e  L i f e  and  W r i t i n g s  o f  Abraham 
L in c o l n  (New Y o rk ,” I9’40) , 7727



S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  Union League C lu b ,  w h ich  s h o u l d

have been  aware o f  d e s e r t i o n s  i n  New York C i t y ,  s t a t e d

e m p h a t i c a l l y  t h a t  no s o l d i e r s  from th e  2 0 t h ,  2 6 th  and

3 1 s t  Regiments w en t  " o v e r  t h e  h i l l . "  As l a t e  as 1883,

L u th e r  P. M arsh ,  s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  2 0 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f

t h e  Union League C lu b ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  when t h e  r e c o r d

c l o s e d  on th e  t h r e e  r e g im e n t s  " i t  was found  t h a t  e v e ry
25 7man had  b een  t r u e  and n o t  one d e s e r t e d  ( a p p l a u s e ) . "

H is  s t a t e m e n t  and s i m i l a r  o t h e r s  a r e  i n c r e d i b l e ,  s i n c e  

o f f i c e r s  l i k e  N elson  B. B a r t r a m  w ere  f r e q u e n t  g u e s t s  

a t  Union League Club a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e y  c o u l d  have  

s e t  t h e  r e c o r d  s t r a i g h t .  Even more s u r p r i s i n g  i s  t h e  

a s s e r t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  who h av e  d e s c r i b e d

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  a s  t h o r o u g h l y  l o y a l  men who eschewed
, 258d e s e r t i o n .

The d e s c r i p t i v e  book l i s t s  t h e  names o f  d e s e r ­

t e r s  and where  t h e y  d e s e r t e d .  A l though  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  

a r e  n o t  c o m p le t e ,  th e y  a r e  t h e  most  i n f o r m a t i v e  a v a i l ­

a b l e  t o  r e s e a r c h e r s .  The 2 0 t h ,  2 6 th  and 3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  

h a d  a p p r o x im a te l y  85 (6 1 /2% ),  49 (4%),  and 211 (17 1/2%)

256War o f  th e  R e b e l l i o n .  s e r t 3 ,  XV, 1270 ,  V, 
1030; House fck. DoZTlJo.  1 ,  3 0 th  c o n g . ,  1 s t  s e s s . .  No.
1 ,  Vol."TV; "PT. T7“234-235.

252Union League Club o f  New York: I t s  Memories
o f  t h e  P a s t , ITFTe P r e s i d e n t * s  IfiXdress a t  t h e  L a s t  M e e t - "  
i n g  in  t h e  O l T T ’lub  House on Union S q u a re  T h u rsd ay  
E v e n in g . March 2 6 . 186 8 CNew Y ork ,  1 8 6 8 ) ,  l l ;  P ro c e e d in g s  
a t  t h e  T w e n t ie th  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  New York C i t y  Union 
Teague C lu b « F eF ru a ry  6 .  i&83""TNew York ,  1 8 8 3 ) .  47;  Henry 
W. B e l l o w s . H i s t o n c a l ^ S k e t c h  o f  t h e  Union League Club o f  
New York: I t s  O r i g i n . O r g a n i z a t i o n , and Work 1863-1879
(New Vork , 1 8 7 9 ) ,  54.
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c a s e s  o f  d e s e r t i o n  r e s p e c t i v e l y . 259 S in c e  a b o u t  e i g h t  

p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  d e s e r t e d ,  t h e  2 0 th  and 

2 6 th  w ere  below th e  a v e r a g e ,  w h i l e  t h e  3 1 s t  was tw ic e  

as h i g h .

Out o f  th e  85 d e s e r t e r s  i n  t h e  2 0 th  R e g im e n t ,  59 

l e f t  th e  r a n k s  in  o r  neaT New O r l e a n s .  S i x  d e s e r t e d  i n  

New York C i t y ,  w h i l e  t h r e e  ab sc o n d e d  a t  P o r t  Hudson and

s i x  each  from C a r r o l l t o n  and J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  L o u i s i a n a ,
260i n c l u d i n g  P r i v a t e  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  o f  C Company.

New O r l e a n s '  l a r g e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h ich  c o u l d  e a s i l y

h i d e  ru naw ays ,  i t s  b e a u t i f u l  and e x o t i c  l o o k i n g  women

and i t s  d e m o r a l i z i n g  rum w ere  f a c t o r s  t h a t  e x p l a i n e d  t h e
261h ig h  d e s e r t i o n  r a t e  in  t h a t  c i t y .

F o r t y - n i n e  c a s e s  o f  d e s e r t i o n  w ere  r e c o r d e d  

a g a i n s t  t h e  2 6 th  Regiment.  T w e n t y - e i g h t  o c c u r r e d  in  o r  

n e a r  A n n a p o l i s ,  M a ry la n d ,  i n  A p r i l  1864 ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

t h e  r e g i m e n t  h a d  d e p a r t e d  from New York .  E i g h t  a b ­

sc o n d e d  i n  New York C i t y ,  and  f o u r  i n  B e a u f o r t ,  Sou th  

C a r o l i n a .  The o t h e r  n i n e  l e f t  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  

Sou th  C a r o l i n a .  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  why so  many d e s e r t e d  

i n  A n n a p o l i s .  P o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  c o u l d  be d i s s a t i s ­

f a c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  b o u n ty  f r a u d s ,  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  go i n t o

258C a t t o n ,  A S t i l l n e s s  a t  A p p o m at to x . 233;  J a c k  
D. F o n e r ,  B la c k s  an?  t h e  M i l r t a r y  i n  A m erican  H i s t o r y  
f N e w  York. i9 y 4 5 .  45: Q u a r l e s .  'i'he"TTegro i n  t h e  C i v i l  
War. 213.

2 59 R e g i s t e r  o f  D e s e r t e r s  (by  com pan ie s )  , De­
s c r i p t i v e  Books f o r  t h e  2 0 t h ,  2 6 th  and 3 1 s t  USCT, RG 9 4 .

2^ 9R e g i s t e r  o f  D e s e r t e r s ,  2 0 th  USCT, RG 94 .

2^-*-Addeman, R e m in isc e n c e s  o f  two y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  
C o lo re d  T r o o p s . 28.



141

combat knowing t h a t  t h e  enemy w ould  show no mercy o r  

p o s s i b l y  t h e  w ish  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o u n ty  jum pers  t o  

e s c a p e  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  r e g i m e n t ' s  d e s t i n a t i o n  in  

V i r g i n i a .  P r i v a t e  E l i a s  Thomas o f  H Company d e s e r t e d  on 

A p r i l  7 ,  1864. The r e g i m e n t ' s  d e s c r i p t i v e  book s t a t e d ,  

" J o i n e d  co 3 /2 4 / 6 4 .  I s  no doub t  a r e g u l a r  b o u n ty  j u m p e r . "  

The m orn ing  r e p o r t  f o r  A p r i l  25 commented, O f f i c i a l  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  h as  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  o f  e s c a p e  from c o n f in e m e n t  

and d e s e r t i o n  o f  P v t .  E l i a s  Thomas who has  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  

as 'A b s e n t  i n  c o n f i n e m e n t '  d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  two w e e k s . "  

P r i v a t e  George Waddington o f  G Company d e s e r t e d  a t  

A n n a p o l i s  on A p r i l  5 ,  1864, The n o t a t i o n  in  th e  de­

s c r i p t i v e  book r e a d ,  "Found o u t  he h ad  p r e v i o u s l y  b e ­

lo n g e d  to  t h e  F i r s t  M ich igan  C o lo re d  V o l u n t e e r s  ( l a t e r  

i t  became t h e  102nd U .S .C .T . )  d e s e r t e d  from t h a t  Regt 

w h i l e  i t  was in  M ichigan  5 e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  2 6 t h . "  In  

a t w i s t  o f  a c t i o n ,  C h a r l e s  E a s t l e y  o f  Company C, who 

gave h i s  b i r t h p l a c e  as Orange C oun ty ,  New Y o rk ,  "came 

as  a d e s e r t e r  ( f rom  th e  C onfede racy  and was t u r n e d  o v e r  

t o  t h e  2 6 t h ) ,"262

Two h u n d red  and e l e v e n  c a s e s  o f  d e s e r t i o n  a p p e a r  

i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i v e  book f o r  t h e  3 1 s t  R e g im en t ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h r e e  u n r e l a t e d  r e c r u i t s  named W i l l i a m  Jo h n so n  and Ja c o b  

B a k e r ,  an e i g h t e e n  y e a r  o l d  l a b o r e r  who d e s e r t e d  t o  t h e

26226th  USCT D e s c r i p t i v e  Book, Cos. A t o  K, RG 9 4 ;  
26 USCT Morning R e p o r t  ( A p r i l  1 8 6 4 ) ,  RG 9 4 .
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r e b e l s  on August  1 ,  1864. F o r t y - f i v e  d e s e r t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  

in  C o n n e c t i c u t ;  f o r t y - f o u r  n e a r  P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ;  

f o r t y  a f t e r  t h e  war  ended b u t  b e f o r e  th e  men were  m u s t e r e d  

o u t  o f  s e r v i c e ;  t h i r t y - o n e  in  th e  f i e l d  in  V i r g i n i a ;  

tw e n t y - s e v e n  in  T ex a s ;  t h i r t e e n  a t  Camp C asey ,  V i r g i n i a ;  

s e v e n  en r o u t e  from New York to  j o i n  th e  r e g im e n t ;  s i x  a t  

Camp L i n c o l n ,  V i r g i n i a ;  f o u r  in  A le x a n d r i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  and 

o n ly  two in  New York C i t y . ^ ^

There  a r e  a number o f  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  th e  h ig h  

d e s e r t i o n  r a t e  in  t h e  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  Some men in  t h e  20 th  

Regim ent  w ere  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  l e f t  o f f  th e  m u s te r  r o l l  a t  

R ik e r s  I s l a n d  and were  t h e n  r e a s s i g n e d  to  th e  3 1 s t  Re­

g im e n t .  S e p a r a t i o n  from f r i e n d s  ca u sed  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .

The r e g i m e n t  d id  n o t  have  a c h a p l a i n  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  20 ,

1865 ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  men d id  n o t  have  a b l a c k  com m iss ioned  

o f f i c e r  w i t h  whom th e y  c o u ld  d i s c u s s  p e r s o n a l  p rob lem s  

o r  anyone t o  p r o v i d e  them w i th  s p i r i t u a l  g u id a n c e .

Twelve p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e c r u i t s  were  s u b s t i t u t e s  and o v e r  

150 w ere  d r a f t e e s .  P e rh ap s  t h e s e  two groups were  b i t t e r  

a b o u t  t h e i r  f a t e .  A n o th e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h i g h  d e ­

s e r t i o n  r a t e  was t h e  a b s en ce  o f  a l a r g e  o f f i c e r  c l a s s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  s o - c a l l e d  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  

C r a t e r  on J u l y  30 ,  1864, i n  w hich  many o f  th e  o f f i c e r s

^ • ^ C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  R e g i s t e r  o f  D e s e r t e r s  f o r  t h e  
c o m p a n ie s ,  D e s c r i p t i v e  Book, Cos. A to  K, 3 1 s t  USCT, RG 
9 4 .  F o r  t h e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  W i l l i a m  Johnsons  s e e  Co. G 
and Co. B f o r  J aco b  B a k e r .



were wounded. On A ugust  25 ,  1864 t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

M u s te r in g  and D is b u r s e m e n t  O f f i c e  a t  H a r t  I s l a n d ,  New

York ,  m u s te re d  two com panies  o f  9 4 and 9 8 men i n t o  t h e
26 4re g im e n t  b u t  no o f f i c e r s ,  s i n c e  none were  p r e s e n t .

Very few d e s e r t e r s  w ere  e x e c u t e d  d u r in g  t h e  

C i v i l  War. For v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  Union 

was r e l u c t a n t  t o  s h o o t  d e s e r t e r s .  In  1806 Congress  

had  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y  f o r  d e s e r t i o n  upon 

c o n v i c t i o n  by a c o u r t m a r t i a l , b u t  in  1862 Congress  

amended t h e  law making e x e c u t i o n  p o s s i b l e  on ly  i f  the 

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  gave h i s  a p p r o v a l .  In  

1863 th e  law was changed  by a p r o v i s i o n  g r a n t i n g  th e  

commanding g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  con­

c u r  w i th  t h e  c o u r t m a r t i a l ’s r e c o m m e n d a t io n .265 P r o ­

v o s t  M arsha l  G e n e ra l  James B. Fry  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  e n a c tm e n t  

o f  the  d e a th  p e n a l t y  w ou ld  h av e  d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e d  

bo un ty  jum ping  and d e s e r t i o n .  "The t im e  e l a p s i n g ,  t o o ,  

be tw een  a r r e s t  and t r i a l , "  F ry  r e p o r t e d ,  " /g a v e 7  th e  

r e c k l e s s  and o f t e n  s k i l l f u l  d e s e r t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

es c a p e . " ^ ^

Union League Club R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee on 
V o l u n t e e r i n g  P r e s e n t e d  O c to b e r  1.5, 1TTET4, 19; bee  m. D7Tau 
Td"CapT7 H.-"K" BfoVnson,  August“"77, i 8 o 4 ,  R eg t .  P a p e r s - - 
L e t t e r s ,  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 9 4 ;  H, C lay  Wood t o  Col .  A, Cady,
Nov, 29, 1864 P a r k e r  t o  E. I .  M e r r i l l ,  Nov. 29,  1864,  H.
Clay Wood to  Commanding O f f i c e r  3 1 s t  USCT, Dec. 1 6 ,  1864,  
J a n u a r y  10 ,  1865 ,  I b i d . ;  For a c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  s u b s t i t u t e s  
by companies s e e  D e s c r i p t i v e  Book, 3 1 s t  USCT, RG 94 .

265The P u b l i c  S t a t u t e s  a t  Large  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
1789 to  MarcIT’3 ,  ( . B o s t o n ,  TB5FJ“J 11, ( s e e  y th  c o n g . ,
T g S ? .7 ~ l ,  Uh .  7 0 , "AS,f i l  10,  1806, a r t i c l e  2 0 ) ,  362;  The 
S t a t u t e s  a t  L a rg e .  .*.f rom December 5', 1859 t o  March 3 , T 5 6 3 ,
XH - T S65 7 7 th  Tflffg. , T e S s  . ,  Ch .“ 2017 ' J u l y  17 ,"~L8F2j;-----
59 8 and ( 3 7 th  cong .  , s e e s . ,  2 ,  Ch. 75 ,  March 3 ,  1 8 6 3 ) ,  735.
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Pun ishm en ts  f o r  d e s e r t e r s  v a r i e d ,  d ep e n d in g  on 

th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  s o l d i e r ’ s p r i o r  r e c o r d ,  and th e  

manner o f  r e t u r n .  V o lu n t a r y  r e a p p e r a n c e  was c o n s i d e r e d  

l e s s  s e r i o u s  t h a n  r e c a p t u r e .  P v t .  C h a r l e s  W a l t e r s ,  Com­

pany  K, 20th  U .S .C .T .  was c o n f i n e d  t o  h a r d  l a b o r  f o r  one 

y e a r  and f o r f e i t u r e  o f  $15 p e r  month f o r  one y e a r .  S g t .  

S tep h e n  A. Jo h n so n  o f  Company D, was r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  r a n k s  

f o r  d e s e r t i n g  h i s  g u a r d p o s t  and was s e n t e n c e d  t o  f o r f e i t  

$10 month ly  f o r  s i x  m o n th s .  "The C o u r t  i s  th u s  l e n i e n t  

b e l i e v i n g  t h e  a c c u s e d  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  make a good s o l d i e r ,  

and t h a t  th e  s e r v i c e  w i l l  be  b e s t  s e r v e d  by  k e e p in g  him 

w i th  h i s  command i n s t e a d  o f  a lo n g  te rm  i m p r i s o n m e n t . " 267

P r i v a t e  W i l l i a m  H. P o r t l a n d ,  Company C, 3 1 s t  U . S . C . T . ,  

d e s e r t e d  n e a r  P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  on A p r i l  15, 1864, and 

was c a p t u r e d  on S ep te m b e r  3 ,  1864. He was s e n t e n c e d  t o  

hav e  h i s  h ea d  sh a v ed  and a b a r r e l  p u t  o v e r  h i s  h e a d  w i th  

t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  " I  d e s e r t e d  my r e g t .  and am s e n t e n c e d  to  

t h e  Dry T o r tu g a s  f o r - 3 y r s . "  P v t .  George W ash ing ton  o f  

t h e  same company d e s e r t e d  n e a r  P e t e r s b u r g  on A ugust  2 5 ,

1864 and l a t e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  d u t y .  A l th o u g h  he was n o t
9 fi ftc o u r t m a r t i a l l e d ,  he  s t i l l  was d e n i e d  one m o n th ' s  p ay .

George J o h n s o n ,  whose r e a l  name was George A t k i n s ,  

Company B, 2 0 th  R e g im e n t ,  was c o n v i c t e d  f o r  f a l l i n g ' a s l e e p

266iva r  o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  3 ,  V, 10 30.

267G e n e ra l  O rd e r  No. 2 8 ,  Ju n e  17 ,  1865,  2 0 th  USCT 
O rd e r  Book Cos. A t o  K, RG 9 4 ;  S p e c i a l  O rde r  No. 11 ,  I b i d .

2683 1 s t  USCT D e s c r i p t i v e  Book Cos. A t o  K ( s e e  Co.
C ) , RG 94.
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w h i l e  on g u a rd  on a f e r r y  b o a t  a t  J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,

L o u i s i a n a .  He was ch a rg ed  w i th  co n d u c t  p r e j u d i c i a l  

to  good o r d e r  and m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  b e c a u s e  h e  r e ­

f u s e d  to  go w i th  a c o r p o r a l  w h i l e  he  was u n d e r  a r r e s t .  

A l l e g e d l y  he  s a i d ,  " I  w i l l  n o t  go u n t i l  I g e t  r e a d y .  I 

d o n ' t  c a r e  a god damned f o r  t h e  c a p t a i n  o r  any o t h e r  

god damned b l a c k  son o f  b i t c h . "  Johnson  d e s e r t e d  four  

days l a t e r  ( Ju n e  18, 1864) and was a r r e s t e d  on o r  a b o u t  

J u l y  8, 1864. He was r e t u r n e d  to  d u ty  on November 20 by 

o r d e r  o f  G e n e ra l  Sherman. On May 1 7 ,  1865,  J o h n s o n ,  who 

was w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a t  C a r r o l l t o n ,  d e s e r t e d .  On O c to b e r  19

he was t u r n e d  over  t o  th e  p o l i c e  w i t h  a w a r n in g  t h a t  un-
269l e s s  f i r m l y  h a n d c u f f e d  and watched  h e  w ould  e s c a p e .

Johnson  was a d ev io u s  man. I n  a s t a t e m e n t  g iv e n  

from p r i s o n  on J a n u a r y  14, 1865 he d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he  r e ­

c e i v e d  a $100 b o u n ty  when he  e n l i s t e d  in  A lb an y .  A f t e r  

s i x  weeks in  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  Johnson  d e s e r t e d .  He was

a r r e s t e d  i n  Albany on December 27 ,  1864 b u t  " d e n i e d  e v e r
2 7flh a v in g  b ee n  a s o l d i e r . "

W hi tes  and b l a c k s  d e s e r t e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s .  

E l l a  Lonn r e p o r t e d  t h a t  l a c k  o f  p a y ,  sym pathy  f o r  t h e  

S o u t h ,  l a c k  o f  s h o e s ,  in a d eq u ac y  o f  s u p p l i e s ,  and h a r d ­

s h i p s  o f  combat e n c o u ra g e d  w h i t e s  t o  d e s e r t .  A l th o u g h

269R0u s e  t o  E. L. Wage, May 17 ,  1865 ,  Rouse t o  
J a c k s o n ,  O c t .  19, 1865, Compiled S e r v i c e  R e c o r d ,  P v t .
George J o h n s o n ,  Co. B, 2 0 th  USCT, RG 94 ;  W i ley  c o n s i d e r e d  
su ch  la n g u a g e  t o  be  common, W i ley ,  The L i f e  o f  B i l l y  Yank, 
19 8-199 ----------

270J o h n s o n ' s  Compiled S e r v i c e  R eco rd .
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b l a c k s  s h a r e d  some o f  t h e  same p r o b le m s ,  th e y  had  th e  

a d d i t i o n a l  b u rd e n  o f  h o s t i l i t y  from Union w h i t e  s o l d i e r s ,  

i n d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e r s ,  v e n g e f u l  C o n f e d e r a t e s ,  e x c e s s i v e  

f a t i g u e  a s s ig n m e n t s  and u n e q u a l  pay to  " c o n v in c e "  them 

to  d e s e r t .  The f a c t  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  so  few absconded i s  

a t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e i r  co u rag e  and d sv o t io n  t o  t h e  U n i o n . 2 71

B la c k  s o l d i e r s  d id  p i c k e t  and g a r r i s o n  d u t y ,  p r o ­

t e c t e d  r a i l r o a d s ,  and fo u g h t  th e  enemy l i k e  w h i t e  men, 

b u t  t h e y  w e re  p a i d  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  l a b o r e r s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h a t  

o f  f i g h t i n g  men. Few w ere  a b l e  t o  make ends meet w i th  th e  

$10 m o n th ly  s a l a r y  minus $3 f o r  c l o t h i n g ,  and none were  

w i l l i n g  to  e m u la te  t h e i r  comrades o f  t h e  54th  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

C o lo re d  Regim ent who r e f u s e d  th e  l e s s e r  s a l a r y  f o r  e i g h t e e n  

months to  p ro v e  t h a t  th e y  were  e n t i t l e d  t o  e q u a l  p a y . 272

Sometimes men f o u g h t  in  b a t t l e s ,  r e c e i v e d  wounds,  

r e c u p e r a t e d  in  f i e l d  h o s p i t a l s ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  u n i t s  and 

saw a c t i o n  a g a i n ,  a l l  i n  a p e r i o d  o f  months w i t h o u t  r e c e i v ­

in g  a c e n t .  Pay was slow in  coming b e c a u s e  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

T r e a s u r y  l a c k e d  money. The governm ent  c o u ld  e i t h e r  pay 

s o l d i e r s  r e g u l a r l y  or  l a c k  money t o  pay f o r  m e d ic i n e ,  f o o d ,  

c l o t h i n g  and  am m unit ion .  I t  d e c id e d  to  pay s u p p l i e r s  and

27*Lonn, D e s e r t i o n  D uring  t h e  C i v i l  War. 127-142; 
Dudley C o r n i s h ,  The S a b le  Arm: Negro Troops in  t h e  Union
Army, 1861- 1865 (New York 1966) ,“ 7897

272The M i l i t i a  Act o f  J u l y  17,  1862, S e c t i o n  15 gave 
b l a c k s  $10 m o n th ly  s a l a r y ,  U .S .  S t a t u t e s  a t  L a rg e ,  X I I ,  599 
was c i t e d  by C o r n i s h ,  The S a b le  Arm, 185 ( s e e  a l s o  pp. 183- 
1 8 4 ) ;  Q u a r l e s ,  The Negro in  tfTe d i v i l  W ar. 200-202 ,
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th en  t h e  men w henever  i t  c o u l d .  T h u s ,  some r e g im e n t s  

w en t  s e v e n  and e i g h t  months w i t h o u t  p a y . 2 73

M ajor  Amos P. W e l l s  co m p la in ed  t o  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  

A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l ,  M ajor  George B. D rake ,  t h a t  th e  m a jo r ­

i t y  o f  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men h ad  b e e n  in  t h e  20 th  Regiment 

U .S .C .T .  f o r  e l e v e n  months and had  n o t  r e c e i v e d  any p ay .

The o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  r e g i m e n t  h a d  n o t  b ee n  p a i d  in  o v e r  

s i x  m on ths .  Wells* c o n c e rn  was p o i g n a n t :  "Many o f  t h e s e

men have  f a m i l i e s  a t  home t h a t  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  from w an t  o f  

th e  money t h a t  w ould  be  s e n t  them i f  th e  R eg t ,  was p a i d .  

Some o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  h av e  no means t o  p u r c h a s e  th e  n e c e s ­

s a r y  p r o v i s i o n s  o r  t h e  u n i fo rm s  t h a t  th e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  

by r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  w e a r . "  A f t e r  t h e  C o n fed e ra c y  had  c o l ­

l a p s e d ,  payments  were  s t i l l  s e n t  o u t  i r r e g u l a r l y .  C o lo n e l  

B a r t ra m  co m p la in ed  on A ugus t  18 ,  186 5 t h a t  th e  20th  Re-
m  n  i

g im en t  h a d  n e a r ly  s i x  months pay  due to  i t .

F a i l u r e  t o  r e c e i v e  r e g u l a r  pay ch eck s  was a s e r i o u s  

p rob lem  f o r  s o l d i e r s .  P e rh a p s  some d e s e r t e d  a f t e r  h o s ­

t i l i t i e s  c e a s e d  b e c a u s e  th e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  r e s p o n ­

s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  governm en t  ended  w i t h  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  

C o n f e d e ra c y ,  and th e y  saw no n e e d  t o  s u b m i t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

t o  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a y l e s s  m o n th s .  O th e r s  r e s o r t e d  t o

2 73H. W. H a l l e e k  t o  U l l y s e s  S. G r a n t ,  F e b ru a ry  15, 
1865, War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  1 ,  4 6 ,  P t ,  2 ,  5 61 -562 .

2^Amos P. W e l l s  t o  George B. D ra k e ,  November 9 ,  
1864, 2 0 th  USCT R e g im e n ta l  D e s c r i p t i v e ,  C o n s o l i d a t e d  
Morning R e p o r t ,  L e t t e r ,  I n d o r s e m e n t  5 O rd e r  Book, RG 94 ;  
N e lso n  B. B a r t r a m  t o  Wickham H offm an ,  A ugust  18 ,  1865,
I b i d . ,
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t h e f t  t o  have  th e  w h e r e w i th a l  t o  buy f o o d ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  

o t h e r s  l i v e d  o f f  t h e  l a n d .

C a p ta in  Cyrus G. D yer ,  Company H, 26 th  R e g i ­

ment U . S . C . T . ,  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  " a n  a c c o u n t . . . b e  opened 

w i th  t h e  commissary u n t i l  such t im e  as  t h e  R e g t .  i s  

p a i d "  b e c a u s e  o f f i c e r s  " a r e  w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  funds  f o r  

a n o t h e r  w e e k 's  s u b s i s t e n c e . "  An e n d o r s e m e n t  on t h e  b ack  

of  D y e r ' s  l e t t e r  s i g n e d  by L t ,  C o lo n e l  G uernsey  n o t e d  

t h a t  th e  26th had  b e e n  w i t h o u t  pay  f o r  o v e r  s i x  months 

and "most  o f  th e  o f f i c e r s  a re  e n t i r e l y  o u t  o f  m oney ."275

The u n eq u a l  pay t o  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  was i n t e r ­

p r e t e d  by Congressman W i l l i a m  D. K e l l e y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  

as enco u rag em e n t  t o  th e  Sou th  t o  m i s t r e a t  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  

on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  s i n c e  th e  N or th  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  i t s  

" c o l o r e d "  r e c r u i t s  as e q u a l s .  D e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

C o n v en t io n  o f  C o lo red  Men t h a t  met i n  S y r a c u s e ,  New Y o rk ,  

O c to b e r  4 - 7 ,  1864 p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  condemning u n e q u a l  

pay f o r  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .

Congress  moved s lo w ly  in  r i g h t i n g  t h e  w rong .  On 

Ju n e  15,  1864, i t  p a s s e d  an a c t  t h a t  g r a n t e d  b l a c k s  t h e  

same pay and a l lo w a n c e s  as w h i t e s  i f  th e y  h ad  e n l i s t e d .

G. Dyer t o  S t u a r t  M. T a y l o r  J a n u a r y  8 ,  1865, 
r e g i m e n t a l  P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s  26 th  USCT, RG 94 ,

^ ^ R e m a rk s  o f  Hon. W i l l i a m  D. K e l l e y  o f  P e n n s y l ­
v a n i a  in  S u p p o r t  ofT h e  B i l l  E q u a l i z i n g  t h e  P a y , R a t i o n s , 
C l o t h i n g , and “XrmTng o f  6 u r  S*old iers  C e l iv e r 'e d  i n ~"the 
House o t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . A p r i l  5U. 1864 ( W a s h in g to n .  1 8 6 4 ) ,  
k; P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t io n  o f  C o lo re d  Men 
H eld  in  t h e  C i ty  o f  S v r a c u s e ,  N. V. O c to b e r  4 ,  S’, 6 .  1in3 
T T l s T l  7 ? y f i c u s e T ~  156T T ~   ----------------- • -----



p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  1,  1864 and w ere  f r e e  on o r  b e f o r e  

A p r i l  19, 1861, B o u n t i e s  were  w i t h h e l d  e x c e p t  in

s u c h  amounts as t h e  p r e s i d e n t  m ig h t  o r d e r  b u t  n o t  to
7 7 7e x c e e d  $100, T h a t  was a p o o r  s o l u t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  

i t  h a d  no  im p a c t  on th o s e  who e n l i s t e d  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  

1 ,  1864 ,  and t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b l a c k s  in  u n i fo rm  c o u ld  

n o t  p r o v e  t h a t  th e y  h a d  b e e n  f r e e  p r i o r  t o  A p r i l  19, 

1861, F i n a l l y ,  in  an a c t  approved  by Congress  on 

march 3 ,  1865,  t h e  n a t i o n  g r a n t e d  b l a c k s  t h e  same pay 

as  w h i t e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  w ar  ended b e f o r e  th e y  

r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  a r r e a r s  in  s a l a r y .

L ike  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s ,  t h e  men o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  C o lo re d  Troops e x p e r i e n c e d  d e p r i v a t i o n s  in  th e  

f i e l d ,  p a y l e s s  m o n th s ,  i n a d e q u a t e  f o o d ,  and d e b i l a t a -  

t i n g  d i s e a s e s .  F i g h t i n g  f o r  a s a l a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

l e s s  t h a n  w h a t  many o f  them co u ld  have e a rn e d  as c i ­

v i l i a n s  as w e l l  as e x p o s in g  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  w r a t h  o f  

S o u t h e r n  s l a v e h o l d e r s ,  i f  c a p t u r e d ,  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e
2 79b l a c k  s o l d i e r s '  d e v o t io n  and f i d e l i t y  t o  th e  n a t i o n .

^ ^ C i r c u l a r  No. 60 i s s u e d  August  1 ,  1864,  War 
o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n . s e r .  3 ,  IV, 564-565 .

^ ^ I b i d . , s e r ,  3 ,  V, 659 ; C o r n i s h ,  The S a b le  
Arm, 189-19TI

^ ^ C o r n i s h ,  The S a b le  Arm, 195.



CHAPTER VI

DRILLS, DUTIES, BATTLES AND DISCHARGE

To y o u n g s t e r s  p l a y i n g  cowboys and I n d i a n s  or 

\tfho f a n c y  th e m s e l v e s  as b r a v e  s o l d i e r s  k i l l i n g  s i n g l e -  

h a n d e d ly  h u n d red s  o f  enemy c o m b a ta n t s ,  w ar  i s  glama- 

ro u s  and e x c i t i n g .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  a v e ra g e  r e c r u i t  

v iewed m i l i t a r y  l i f e  as l a r g e l y  t e d i o u s  w i t h  t im e  s p e n t  

in  c l e a n i n g  w ea p o n s ,  w a s h in g  c l o t h e s ,  making and b r e a k ­

in g  camp, s h i n i n g  b o o t s  and d r i l l i n g .  D r i l l s  w ere  a 

bane  f o r  m ost  s o l d i e r s .  B e l l  I ,  Wiley  d e s c r i b e d  them 

as "a  d u l l ,  d r e a r y  c h o r e 1' which t h e  a v e ra g e  Yank h a t e d .

Yet B ruce  C a t to n  and Benjam in  Q u a r le s  have  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  

b l a c k s  d id  n o t  s h a r e  t h e  w h i t e  r e c r u i t s ' s  a v e r s i o n  t o  

d r i l l i n g .  C a t to n  w r o t e ,  " t h e y  p i c k e d  up th e  d r i l l  q u i c k ­

l y ,  l e a r n i n g  i t  more e a s i l y  t h a n  t h e  w h i t e  r e c r u i t s  d i d . "  

Q u a r le s  n o t e d  t h a t  most  o f f i c e r s  i n  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s  w ere  

amazed a t  ho\* q u i c k l y  t h e  men m a s t e r e d  th e  manual o f  a rm s .  

He a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  N e g r o ' s  e a r  w hich  " f o r  t ime was 

o e r f e c t ,

2 8 0 s e l l  I r v in g  W i le y ,  The L i fe  o f  B i l l y  Yank: The
Common S o l d i e r  o f  the  Union ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  l 9 5 z ) ,  54; Bruce  
C atton ,  A~ £ t i f i n e s s  a t  Appomattox (Garden C i t y ,  New York,  
1954) , 272; Benjamin"l^uarles, The Negro in  the C i v i l  War 
(B o s to n ,  1953) , 212 .
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D r i l l s  w ere  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n s t i l l  in  men a p r o p e r  

s e n s e  o f  o b e d i e n c e ,  f o r  a w e l l  d r i l l e d  r e g im e n t  was one 

t h a t  was e x p e c t e d  t o  do w e l l  u n d e r  a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s  

and to  h a v e  p r i d e  i n  i t s  p e r f o r m a n c e .  At f i r s t  b lack s  

p r o b a b l y  took  w e l l  t o  d r i l l  b e c a u s e  i t  was e x c i t i n g ,  b u t  

as t im e  w en t  by  t h e y ,  t o o ,  found  d r i l l  b o r i n g .  C a t to n  

and Q u a r le s  h av e  b o t h  e x a g g e r a t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  f o r  

t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  some b l a c k s  had  d i f f i c u l t y  in  

m a s t e r i n g  d r i l l .  On a t  l e a s t  one o c c a s i o n  t h e  20th  Re­

g im en t  was c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  a l a c k a d a i s i c a l  d r i l l .  C o lo n e l  

B a r t ra m  i n  C i r c u l a r  No. 5 ,  d a t e d  A p r i l  10 ,  1864 ,  a t  P o r t  

Hudson b e r a t e d  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  f o r  d i s p l a y i n g  an a lm o s t  

• ' t o t a l  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  commands." He t h r e a t e n  

t o  a r r e s t  t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e d  to  b e  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  

e x c u se  f rom m orning  d r i l l s .  The f o l l o w i n g  m on th ,  B a r t ra m  

o r d e r e d  an awkward o r  p u n is h m e n t  d r i l l  f o r  t h o s e  who co u ld  

n o t  m a s t e r  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  m a rc h in g .  C a r e l e s s  m archers  

w ere  o r d e r e d  t o  d r i l l  f rom 9 -11  a .m .  and from 3-4  p .m .  

u n t i l  improvem ents  c o u l d  b e  s e e n .  On A ugust  23 ,  1864 

L t .  C o lo n e l  M ather  i s s u e d  C i r c u l a r  No. 17 i n f o r m i n g  th e  

t r o o p s  t h a t  t h e  company d r i l l s  e n d in g  A ugus t  30 w ould  be 

l i m i t e d  " t o  l o a d i n g s  8 f i r i n g  m anual  o f  arms and d r i l l  f o r  

s k i r m i s h e s  e x c e p t  h a l f  h o u r  each  a f t e r n o o n  which  w i l l  be 

d e v o te d  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  g ua rd  d u t y .  The a t t e n t i o n  o f  

t h e  o f f i c e r s  i s  c a l l e d  t o  i n d i f f e r e n c e  and i g n o r a n c e  d i s ­

p l a y e d  b y  s e n t i n e l s  on d u t y ,  many o f  whom do n o t  seem t o
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know t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r

Nine months l a t e r  B a r t r a m  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  th e  

gua rd  d u ty  be  r e l i e v e d  d a i l y  i n s t e a d  o f  w e e k l y ,  b e ­

ca u se  " u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  t h e  g u a rd  g e t  s l o v e n l y  

i n  t h e i r  a p p e a ra n c e  and c a r e l e s s  in  t h e i r  p e r fo rm a n c e  

o f  t h e i r  d u t y . "  ( G e n e ra l  Sherman r u l e d  t h a t  t h e

change c o u l d  on ly  come a b o u t  i f  C a p ta i n  B r a d y ,  who
2 82h a n d le d  t h e  g u a rd  d u t y ,  ap p ro v e d  o f  i t ) .

L t .  C o lo n e l  M a the r  was i r k e d  by  t h e  l a r g e  number 

o f  u n s h in e d  b o o t s ,  u n p o l i s h e d  b u t t o n s  and b r a s s .  He 

a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  th e  movement o f  men d u r i n g  r o l l  c a l l s  

o r  d r e s s  p a r a d e ,  as w e l l  as t h e i r  c o n s t a n t  s p i t t i n g  w h i l e  

i n  l i n e .  S in c e  some men e i t h e r  l a c k e d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o r  

r e s e n t e d  d r i l l ,  "awkward d r i l l s "  w ere  h e l d  as l a t e  as 

August  1865 f o r  " a l l  s l o v e n l y  and l a z y  and s t u p i d  men."  

H arsh  as t h e s e  c r i t i c i s m s  w e r e ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  compare to  

some o f  t h e  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  w h i t e  u n i t s  s e r v i n g  on g a r ­

r i s o n  d u ty  in  rem ote  a r e a s .  A J a n u a r y  1865 i n s p e c t i o n  

o f  th e  3 5 th  M is s o u r i  Regim ent  s t a t i o n e d  a t  H e l e n a ,  Ar­

k a n s a s ,  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and  men "move l i k e  

d r o n e s . . . a r e  n o t  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  any k i n d  o f  d r i l l . . . a r m s

^ ® * C irc u la r  No. 5 d a t e d  A p r i l  10,  1864 ,  C i r c u l a r  
No. 8 d a t e d  May 4, 1864,  C i r c u l a r  No. 17 d a t e d  August  2 3 ,  
1864 ,  20 th  USCT Order  Book, R eco rd  Group 9 4 .

2 820a r tram  to  M ajor  Wickham H offm an ,  May 2 3 ,  1856; 
Sherm an’s endo rsem en t  on back-May 2 3 ,  1865, R e g t .  P ap e rs  
2 0 th  USCT, RG 94.
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and a c c o u n t r e m e n t s . . . v e ry  d i r  t y . . .  c l o t h i n g  d i r t y  and 

i n  many c a s e s  r a g g e d . . . h a i r . , . v e r y  l o n g . "2 83

A lthough  some t r o o p s  r e s e n t e d  d r i l l i n g  and 

some o f f i c e r s  were  r e l u c t a n t  to  a s s e r t  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y ,  

t h e  20th  Regiment had  th e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  an e x c e l l e n t  

r e g i m e n t .  C a p ta in  F red  H. Man o f  t h e  84 th  U .S .C .T .  

and A . A . J . G . ,  S o u th e r n  D i v i s i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  i n s p e c t e d  

i t  on F e b ru a ry  20 ,  1865 .  T here  w ere  32 o f f i c e r s  and 

782 men p r e s e n t ,  46 w ere  on s p e c i a l  and e x t r a  d u t y ,  

w h i l e  75 w ere  s i c k  w i t h  22 a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v e .  C o lo n e l  

Man r e p o r t e d  on th e  r e g i m e n t  as f o l l o w s :

M i l i t a r y  B e a r in g  Cos. A to  K F a i r  M orning  R e p o r t s - I n c ,
M i l i t a r y  A ppearance  " 11,1 F a i r  Book § R e co rd s -

co m p le te
D i s c i p l i n e  " " Good P o l i c e  Q u a r t e r s -

good
System I n s t r u c t i o n  " " Good P o l i c e  Camp-good
D r i l l  " 11 I n d i f f e r e n t  P e r s o n a l

C l e a n l i n e s s - f a i r
Guard $ P i c k e t  " " W el l
O f f i c e r  E f f i c i e n t  " " Yes

Man’s rem arks  were  i n f o r m a t i v e .  "Owing t o  t h e  Regim ent 

h a v i n g  b e e n  on th e  march f o r  some t im e  p a s t  and t o  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  u n d r i l l e d  r e c r u i t s  i n  t h e  r a n k s ,  t h e  Regiment 

does n o t  make as good an a p p e a r a n c e  as i t  c o u l d  a f t e r  a 

t i m e .  The e n l i s t e d  men a p p e a r  t o  be  o f  a good c l a s s  and

283(3e n e r a i  O rd e r  No. 19 d a t e d  J u l y  4 ,  1864, G e n e ra l  
O rde r  No. 9 d a t e d  August  2 1 ,  186 5 ,  2 0 th  USCT O rder  B ooks ,
RG 9 4 ;  W i le y ,  The L i f e  o f  B i l l y  Yank , 2 2 0 ,2 2 1 .
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t h e  o f f i c e r s  seem to  be  e f f i c i e n t .  I t  can  b e  made an 

e x c e l l e n t  R eg im en t .  Arms n e e d  r e p a i r s , " 2 8 4

In  some i n s t a n c e s  n e g a t i v e  i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t s  

w ere  n o t  a t r u e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  An 

A ugust  1864 i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  2 6 th  Reg im en t  r e v e a l e d  

t h a t  r e c i t a t i o n s  o f  army r e g u l a t i o n s  and t a c t i c s  h ad  

b e e n  n e g l e c t e d ;  th e  company books  and r e c o r d s  w e re  i n ­

co m p le te  and t h a t  d e f i c i e n c i e s  in  arms and a c c o u n t r e ­

ments  e x i s t e d .  Major  I r a  W inans ,  who was t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  

commander, re sp o n d e d  on S ep te m b er  16 t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  

in  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  r e g im e n t  f o r  o n ly  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  days  

o f  A ugust  and "was o r d e r e d  t o  t a k e  command o f  t h e  few 

men o f  t h e  f i v e  companies p r e s e n t  i n  camp j u s t  as  the 

l i n e  was formed and was n o t  w i t h  t h e  i n s p e c t i n g  o f f i c e r  

a f t e r  t h e  companies moved from t h e  g round  w here  t h e  i n ­

s p e c t i o n s  was h e l d . "  Winans e x p l a i n e d  t h e  p o o r  r e c i t a ­

t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  few o f f i c e r s  w ere  a v a i l a b l e  

due to  s i c k n e s s  o r  l e a v e .  The company b o o k s ,  he n o t e d ,  

w ere  i n c o m p le t e  b e c a u s e  o f f i c e r s  f a i l e d  t o  h ee d  o r d e r s ,  

and th u s  t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  books w h ich  d ep e n d ed  upon i n f o r ­

m a t io n  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  company books  w e re  a l s o  incom ­

p l e t e .  The m a jo r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i t  was u n f a i r  t o  c r i t i c i z e  

t h e  arms and a c c o u n t r e m e n t s ,  " a s  b u t  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e ­

g im e n t  was t h a t  day u n d e r  a rm s ,  many b e i n g  on f a t i g u e  /ansl7

2 8 4 inSp e c t j on R e p o r t  o f  C a p ta i n  F r e d  H. Man, 
F e b ru a ry  2 0 ,  1865, R e g im e n ta l  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  2 0 th  
USCT, RG 9 4.
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I d id  n o t  n o t i c e  such  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  a r m s . "  He a l s o  

e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  non p ro cu rem en t  o f  c o a l  f o r  t h e  r e ­

g i m e n t a l  armory i n  J u l y  and August a c c o u n te d  f o r  t h e

l a c k  o f  r e p a i r s . ^85

A lthough  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts  went on p a t r o l s  and  

saw a c t i o n ,  a b o u t  100 o f  t h e  166 " c o l o r e d "  r e g i m e n t s  

w ere  a s s i g n e d  to  p o s t  o r  g a r r i s o n  d u t y .  E x c e s s i v e  

a s s ig n m e n t  t o  f a t i f i u e  d u ty  was n o t e d  b y  C a r t e r  G.

Woodson to  b e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  and th e  c a u s e  o f  many b e ­

coming " r e s t i v e ,  s u l l e n  and even  i n s u b o r d i n a t e .

The 20th  Regiment was s t a t i o n e d  in  t h e  D e p a r t ­

ment o f  t h e  G u l f ,  where  some o f  i t s  com panies  en g ag ed  

in  f a t i g u e  d u ty  and g rav e  d i g g i n g .  L t .  C o lo n e l  M a th e r  

i n  a l e t t e r  to  C a p ta i n  F r e d e r i c  S p e e c ,  A s s i s t a n t  Ad­

j u t a n t  G e n e ra l  i n  th e  S o u th e rn  D i v i s i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  

r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  H Company be  r e l i e v e d  from  d u ty  a t  Camp 

C h a lm e t t e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  had  been  on f a t i g u e  d u ty  f o r  

n e a r l y  f o u r  months and n e e d e d  to  r e t u r n  " i n  o r d e r  t h a t  

i t  may be  p l a c e d  on an e q u a l i t y  w i t h  t h e  com panies  o f  t h i s  

r e g i m e n t  in  d r i l l  and d i s c i p l i n e , . . , "  M a th e r ’ s  l e t t e r  i s

2 85 R e p o r t  o f  George E. Gourand t o  C a p ta i n  W. L. M. 
B u r g e r  S ep tem ber  7 ,  1864;  end o rsem en t  on b ac k  by M ajo r  
G e n e ra l  J .  G. F o s t e r  S ep te m b er  10,  C o lo n e l  W i l l i a m  S i l l i m a n  
S ep te m b e r  15 ,  and I r a  Winans September  16, 186 4 ,  R e g im e n ta l  
P a p e r s - L e t t e r s  2 6 th  USCT, RG 94.

2 8 6 w iH ia m  F. Fox,  R eg im en ta l  L osses  i n  t h e  C i v i l  
W ar . 1861- 1865 (A lb a n y ,  18 8 9 ) ,  53; C a r t e r  U, Foods  o n ,  The 
Negro m  Our H i s t o r y  (W ash in g to n ,  1 9 2 8 ) ,  375; Dudley  Cor­
n i s h  , TEe i>able Arm: Negro Troops in  t h e  C i v i l  W ar,  1861-
1865 (New Y o r k , TSS6) , ” 77B '-2T77^--------------------------------- -----------
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s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  e a r l i e r  A d j u t a n t - G e n e r a l  L orenzo  

Thomas i s s u e d  o r d e r s  No. 21 rem oving  b l a c k  t r o o p s  from 

e x c e s s i v e  f a t i g u e  d u ty  in  o r d e r  "To p r e p a r e  them f o r  

t h e  h i g h e r  d u t i e s  o f  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h e  enemy." M a t h e r ' s  

l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  b e i n g  e n f o r c e d  i n  t h e  

f i e l d . 287 C o lo n e l  B a r t ra m  w ro te  t o  C a p ta in  O l i v e r  

M atthews , A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l ,  t h a t  G Company 

h a d  b e e n  d ig g in g  g ra v es  n e a r  C h a lm e t te  f o r  n e a r l y  two 

m o n th s .  "T h is  i s  one o f  my b e s t  c o m p a n ie s , "  he  com­

p l a i n e d ' ; '  "an d  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  i t  be  o r d e r e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  

R e g ' t . "  A few days l a t e r  he  added t h a t  i f  a company was 

t o  b e  a s s i g n e d  p e r m a n e n t ly  t o  t h e  t a s k  h e  w ou ld  p r e f e r  

t h a t  G Company rem a in  " a s  the re ,  i s  an o f f i c e r  i n  c h a rg e  

o f  i t ,  who, d e s p i t e  / " t h e /  d e m o r a l i z i n g  te n d e n c y  o f  t h e  

d u t y ,  w i l l  e x e r t  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  u tm o s t  t o  keep  h i s  com­

pany  i n  as good s h a p e  as p o s s i b l e , " 288

The 20 th  Regiment was s e l e c t e d  f o r  s p e c i a l  p o l i c e  

d u ty  i n  New O r l e a n s .  In  1886 Dudley F. P h e lp s  r e c a l l e d  

t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1865,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  s i e g e  o f  

M o b i l e ,  t h e r e  was no  canvas  t o  s h e l t e r  t h e  t r o o p s ,  and a 

r e g i m e n t  was n e e d e d  f o r  p o l i c e  d u t y .  "Gen. / E . R . S * /

C a n b y ,"  rem arked  P h e l p s ,  "w anted  a t r u s t w o r t h y  r e g i m e n t  

and  h e  s e l e c t e d  us  f o r  t h e  avowed r e a s o n  t h a t  he  c o n s i d e r e d  

o u r  r e g i m e n t  t h e  b e s t  d i s c i p l i n e d  and t h e  m ost  t r u s t w o r t h y . "

2 87Mather to  S p e e d ,  O c to b e r  4 ,  1864,  R e g im e n ta l  
P a p e r s - L e t t e r s  2 0 th  USCT, RG 94 ;  O rde rs  No 2 1 ,  d a t e d  J u n e  
1 4 ,  1864 ,  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  3 ,  IV, 431,

288B a r t ra m  t o  O l i v e r  M a t th ew s ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  3 0 ,  1864 ,  
R e g im e n ta l  p a p e r s - L e t t e r s  2 0 th  USCT, RG 94.
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The r e c o r d  shows t h a t  t h e  r e g im e n t  was o r d e r e d  b ack  t o  

t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y .  On F e b ru a ry  13 ,  1865 L t .  C o l .  and 

A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e ra l  C. T. C h r i s t e n s e n  w ro te  

from t h e  c i t y  t o  M ajor  G en e ra l  Gordon G ra n g e r ,  Com­

manding D i s t r i c t  o f  West F l o r i d a  and South  A l a b a m a , " , . ,  

t h a t  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  T w e n t ie th  U. S. C o lo red  I n f a n ­

t r y  now s e r v i n g  i n  y o u r  command be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h i s  

c i t y . . . a n d  o r d e r e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  

d e f e n s e s  o f  New O r l e a n s . "  Four days l a t e r  C a p ta in  Speed 

w r o t e  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  a t  C a r r o l l t o n ,

L o u i s i a n a ,  " s e n d  T w e n t i e th  U. S .  C o lo red  I n f a n t r y  t o  

t h i s  c i t y  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  S e v e n t y - s e v e n t h  I l l i n o i s  V o lun ­

t e e r s . " 289

The T w e n t i e th  was engaged  in  e s s e n t i a l  b u t  

r o u t i n e  w o rk .  In  l a t e  May 1865 a company o f  t h e  r e g i ­

m ent was a s s i g n e d  t o  r e l i e v e  t h r e e  companies o f  t h e  77 th

U. S . C o lo re d  I n f a n t r y  a t  t h e  Corps d '  A f r iq u e  H o s p i t a l
290in  New O r l e a n s ,  I n  August  1865 Major  G en e ra l  George

H. Thomas i n  N a s h v i l l e  w ro te  t o  M ajor  G e n e ra l  Stoneman

2 ^ B a n q u e t  Given bv the  Members o f  the Union L e a g u e  
Club o f  1865 and 1864 to ’TTommemorate the"T7eparture f o r  tne  
S e a t  "of War o f  th e  Twentieth  kegiment o f  United S t a t e s  
"CoToreH Troops  TaTsecTby th e  C l 'S  TNewTorK, 1586V." 35':' War 
o f  th e  R e b e l l i o n ,  s e r .  " i ,  49 ,  P t ,  1 ,  708; s e r .  1 ,  4 8 ,  P t .
T7 TTS7,

299War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n . S p e c i a l  O rde rs  No. 172 
d a t e d  May 29 ,  l"8f5 , s e r ,  1 ,  48 ,  P t .  2 ,  653.
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i n  K n o x v i l l e :

The m i l i t a r y  r a i l r o a d s  w i l l  soon  be  
g iv e n  up to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  com­
p a n i e s .  You may, t h e r e f o r e ,  w i t h ­
draw a l l  t h e  r a i l r o a d  g u a rd s  and con­
c e n t r a t e  t h e  r e g i m e n t s  a t  t h e  most 
c o n v e n i e n t  p o i n t s  f o r  Keeping  a check 
on t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  P e o p le .  The 
q u a r t e r m a s t e r ' s  d e p a r t m e n t  h av e  th e  
f i f t e e n t h  / t i . S .  Colore j |7  and T w e n t i e th  
/U .S .  C o l o r e d /  h e r e  / N a s h v i l l e /  g u a rd ­
in g  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y .  They had  b e t t e r  
r e m a in ,  as t h e y  know w h a t  i s  e x p e c t e d  
o f  them and a r e  becoming  r e l i a b l e . 291

In Sep tem ber  1865 ,  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i m e n t  was a s ­

s i g n e d  as a mounted  f o r c e  t o  p r o t e c t  f reed m en  in  t h e  

b ac k  c o u n t ry  n e a r  M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend from fo rm e r  members 

o f  Q u a n t r i l l ' s  r a i d e r s .

The 2 0 th  Reg im ent  d i d  n o t  f i g h t  i n  any m a jo r  

b a t t l e s ,  f o r  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  came u n d e r  Union 

c o n t r o l  i n  1863 ,  and by  March 1864, when t h e  r e g im e n t  

a r r i v e d  in  New O r l e a n s ,  much o f  th e  m a jo r  f i g h t i n g  had  

s h i f t e d  to  t h e  E a s t .  From March to  December 1864 th e  

r e g im e n t  was a s s i g n e d  t o  d e f e n d  New O r l e a n s ,  where  i t  

p u t  in  s i x  months o f  g a r r i s o n  d u ty .  D u r in g  J a n u a r y  and 

F e b ru a ry  o f  1 8 6 5 ,  t h e  r e g i m e n t  was i n  West F l o r i d a  and 

Sou th  Alabama, and th e n  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y  t o  

h e l p  d e fe n d  i t  u n t i l  J u n e  1865. From t h e r e  i t  w e n t  t o  

D i s t r i c t  o f  La F o u r c h e ,  D ep a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  G u l f ,  w here  i t

291i b i d .  , s e r .  1 ,  4 9 ,  P t .  2 ,  1105.

292ija r t r a m  to  H o ffm a n ,  S ep tem ber  15 ,  1865, R eg i­
m e n ta l  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  20 th  USCT, RG 9 4 .
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s e r v e d  u n t i l  d i s c h a r g e d  in  O c to b e r  1 865 .^93

A lthough  th e  20 th  Regim ent  d i d  n o t  s e e  any 

m a jo r  a c t i o n ,  i t  was w e l l  d i s c i p l i n e d  u n i t ,  e a g e r  to  

f i g h t .  While  en r o u t e  t o  New O r l e a n s  from New Y ork ,

C a p ta in  Louber o f  t h e  E r i c s s o n  t o l d  C o lo n e l  B a r t ra m  

t h a t  he  had been  t r a n s p o r t i n g  s o l d i e r s  s i n c e  1861, b u t  

he had n e v e r  seen  a b e t t e r  b eh a v ed  r e g im e n t  ab o a rd  h i s  

s h i p ,  2nd L t .  John  H a b b e r to n  commented in  1886 t h a t  

"when th e  f i r s t  a l a rm  t h a t  t h a t  r e g i m e n t  e v e r  h e a r d  

b r o u g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  e v e r y  s i c k  man t h e r e  /who7 

went f o r  h i s  musket and f e l l  i n t o  t h e  r a n k s  and 

m a r c h e d , "294

The 26th  Regiment l e f t  New York on March 15, 1864 

f o r  A n n ap o l i s  and th e n  p ro c e e d e d  on A p r i l  6 f o r  H i l t o n  

Head, I t  s e rv e d  in  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  B e a u f o r t  from 

A p r i l  t o  O ctober  1864, and i n  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  t h e  S o u t h ,  

F i r s t  S e p a r a t e  and Second  S e p a r a t e  B r i g a d e ,  u n t i l  i t s  d i s ­

c h a r g e .  While i n  S ou th  C a r o l i n a  t h e  2 6 th  was d r i l l e d  

i n  b o th  i n f a n t r y  and heavy  a r t i l l e r y  t a c t i c s .  The men 

w ere  q u ic k  l e a r n e r s  f o r  i n  May 186 4 t h e  r e g im e n t  was i n  

c h a rg e  o f  t h e  f o r t s  and b a t t e r i e s  a t  B e a u f o r t ,  I t  was 

n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  "armaments  o f  t h e s e  works a r e  w e l l  c a r e d

29 3Frederick  H, Dyer, A Compendium o f  the War o f  
th e  R e b e l l io n  (3 v o l s . ,  New York^ 1959J , l l T 7  i I t 1!*

294]janqUet  Oiven by  Members o f  t h e  Union League 
Club o f  1865 and 1 8 6 4 , f e a r t r a m 's  comments on p .  31 and 
H a b b e r t o n ' s on p .  48.

^ ^ D y e r ,  A Compendium, I I I ,  1727 -1728 .
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f o r  and r e a d y  f o r  d e f e n s i v e  p u r p o s e s . ” An i n s p e c t i o n  

in  A ugust  showed t h a t  a l t h o u g h  " t h e  h eav y  a r t i l l e r i s t s  

a t  B e a u f o r t  / w e r e /  w e l l  d r i l l e d  i n  t h e  manual of t h e  

p i e c e  / t h e y  were^ i g n o r a n t  o f  m agaz ine  d u t i e s  / a n d / . . .  

u n a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  t h e  n o m e n c la tu re  o f  t h e  p i e c e . . . . "

Company D o f  t h e  26th  " g a r r i s o n i n g  B a t t e r y  B u r n s i d e ,  on 

th e  se c o n d  l i n e  o f  i n t r e n c h m e n t s , "  was s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r

b e i n g  " p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  d r i l l e d  i n  t h e  manual o f  t h e
■ a  1 * 2 9 6  p i e c e .

The 26th was i n v o l v e d  in  s e v e r a l  b a t t l e s  r e ­

s u l t i n g  i n  s e v e r e  l o s s e s .  At J o h n ' s  I s l a n d ,  South  

C a r o l i n a ,  t h e  r e g im e n t  l o s t  97 k i l l e d  and wounded, i n ­

c l u d i n g  L t .  James S p ry ,  who was t a k e n  p r i s o n e r .  In t h e  

B a t t l e  o f  G r e g o r y ' s  Farm n e a r  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  and S a ­

vannah R a i l r o a d  on December 9 ,  1864,  C o lo n e l  S i l l i m a n  

was wounded and d ied  t e n  days l a t e r .  The news o f  L t .

S p r y ' s  d e a th  and b u r i a l  was b r o u g h t  by t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  

o f  war  from t h e  3rd  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  C a l v a r y ,  who were 

c a p t u r e d  on December 26 by B. Company. 2^7 The r e g im e n t  

f o u g h t  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Honey H i l l  on November 30 ,  1864, 

as w e l l  a s ,  a s s i s t e d  in  t h e  a t t a c k  on P e t e r s b u r g .  W r i t i n g  

i n  1867, W i l l i a m  W ells  Brown n o t e d  t h a t  when a l l  t h e  

o f f i c e r s  o f  Company A w ere  K i l l e d  o r  wounded;  S g t .  P e t e r

296C. R, B ray to n  t o  W. L. M. B u rg e r  May 29 ,  1864, 
B ra y to n  t o  J .  G. F o s t e r  A ugust  8 ,  1864 ,  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l ­
i o n . s e r .  1 ,  35, P t .  2 ,  106,  227.

2 9 7 w i n  iam B. Guernsey  t o  L t .  W i l l i a m  Berryman 
June  2 3 ,  1865,  R e g t .  P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s  2 6 th  USCT, RG 9 4 .
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Haxtfkins " to o k  command, and h e l d  i t  f o r  f o u r t e e n  d a y s . "

An e y e w i tn e s s  n o t e d  t h a t  Hawkins ’ a p p o in te d  men f o r

g u a rd  and p i c k e t  d u t y ,  made o u t  h i s  r e g u l a r  m orn ing

r e p o r t ,  i s s u e d  r a t i o n s ,  d r i l l e d  h i s  men, took  them o u t

on d r e s s  p a r a d e ,  o r  on f a t i g u e  d u t y . 1 A l l  o f  t h i s ,

Brown n o t e d ,  was done w i t h o u t  any murmuring from t h e

men. Brown b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Haw kins’ a c t i o n s  p roved  him

co m p e ten t  t o  p e r fo rm  th e  d u t i e s  o f  a l i e u t e n a n t  o r

c a p t a i n . ^ 9 ® W hile  i t  i s  n o t  known i f  t h i s  s t o r y  i s

t r u e  i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s ,  i t  does seem to  show t h a t  t h e r e

w ere  men o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in  t h e  r e g i m e n t s ,  who, i f

g iv e n  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  co u ld  l e a d  and c o n t r o l  o t h e r s .

L ike  o t h e r  r e g im e n t s  th e  26 th  engaged in  r o u t i n e

p a t r o l  d u t y ,  such  as p r o t e c t i n g  C a p ta in  W. W. D e n n i s ,

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  s u r v e y o r ,  w h i l e  he and o t h e r s  w ere
299s u r v e y i n g  t h e  r i v e r s  and t h e i r  banks  n e a r  B e a u f o r t .

On C h r i s tm a s  E ve ,  1864, a s m a l l  group o f  s o l d i e r s  

i n i t i a t e d  a s n e a k  a t t a c k  on some r e b e l s  a t t e n d i n g  a p a r t y  

n e a r  D e v a h o e 's  Neck in  Sou th  C a r o l i n a .  Wading th ro u g h  

w a i s t  h ig h  w a t e r ,  t h e  r a i d i n g  p a r t y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  to o k  

many p r i s o n e r s ,  b u t  p r o lo n g e d  ex p o su re  t o  t h e  s e v e r e  c o l d  

c o s t  many o f  t h e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  t h e i r  l i v e s .

298 iy i l l iam  W ells  Brown, The Negro in  t h e  A m er ican  
R e b e l l i o n : His  H ero ism  and His Fidelity C^osTon. l867j . 272.

299Guernsey to  I r a  Winans A p r i l  18, 1865, R e g t .  
P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s  2 6 th  USCT, RG 94.

300pe p OSi t i o n  o f  Docton Thomas J u l y  2 7 ,  1894 ,  P e n s io n  
Record  o f  W i l l i a m  Fox,  M o th e r ' s  C e r t i f i c a t e  #402712,  RG 15,
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The 3 1 s t  Regiment l e f t  New York on A p r i l  25 ,

1864 to  r e p o r t  to  G e n e ra l  Ambrose E. B u rn s id e  in  

A l e x a n d r i a ,  A month l a t e r  a l l  r e m a in in g  companies o f  

t h e  r e g i m e n t  in  New York r e p o r t e d  to  W ash in g to n ,  w here  

i t  became p a r t  o f  t h e  N in th  Army Corps o f  t h e  Army o f  

th e  Potomac u n t i l  December 1864 and th en  p a r t  o f  the 

a l l  b l a c k  T w e n t y - f i f t h  C o rp s ,  D epar tm ent  o f  T e x a s ,  u n t i l  

November 1865. The 3 1 s t  was engaged i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  

Cold  H a r b o r ,  J u n e  2 - 1 2 ,  1864, and t h e  b a t t l e s  b e f o r e  

P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  Ju n e  1 5 -1 9 ,  1864. I t  was i n v o lv e d  

in  t h e  s i e g e  o p e r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  P e t e r s b u r g  and Richmond 

from Ju n e  1864 to  A p r i l  1865, and saw a c t i o n  in  t h e
301Appomattox Campaign from March 28 t o  A p r i l  9 ,  1865.

L ike  o t h e r  r e g i m e n t s ,  t h e  men o f  th e  3 1 s t  had  

to  be  p r e p a r e d  t o  b r e a k  camp and move q u i c k l y  t o  an 

a s s i g n m e n t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  A n n ap o l i s  i n  e a r l y  

A p r i l  186 4 t h e y  r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  to  p u t  40 rounds  o f  

am m unit ion  i n t o  t h e i r  c a r t r i d g e  boxes  w i th  100 more p e r  

man t o  l o a d .  The u n i t  was i n s t r u c t e d  to  be  r e a d y  t o  move 

on one h o u r ’s n o t i c e  and to  be  r e a d y  to  cook f i v e  d a y s '  

r a t i o n s .  O v e r c o a t s ,  b l a n k e t s ,  change o f  u n d e r c l o t h e s  

and an e x t r a  p a i r  o f  s h o e s  w ere  t o  be  t a k e n  w i th  s p a ce

3 0 lD y e r ,  A Compendium, I I I ,  1728-1729; C. W.
F o s t e r  t o  W i l l i a n T H a v s ' May 2 4 ,  1864, R eg t .  P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s  
1 / 1 2 / 6 3 - 5 / 1 9 / 6 6  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 94 ;  C. W. F o s t e r  t o  W i l l i a m  
Hays A p r i l  2 5 ,  1864, R e g t .  P a p e r s - - I s s u a n c e  1 1 /2 0 /6 3 -  
3 /1 9 /6 6  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 9 4 .
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r e s e r v e d  in  t h e i r  k n a p s a c k s  f o r  ad d in g  cooked r a t i o n s  

on t h e i r  a r r i v a l .  302

The 3 1 s t  had  i t s  s h a r e  o f  f a t i g u e  and g a r r i s o n  

d u t y ,  b u t  i t s  most m em orab le ,  i f  n o t  r e g a r d i n g ,  e f f o r t  

was t h e  P e t e r s b u r g  Mine E x p lo s io n  on J u l y  30 ,  1864, 

P e t e r s b u r g  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  t o  Richmond, th e  

C o n f e d e r a t e  c a p i t a l .  Looking to  t a k e  P e t e r s b u r g  by  

b lo w in g  up th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  g u a r d in g  th e  c i t y ,  t h e  

N in th  Army Corps d e v e lo p e d  a n o v e l  p l a n .  L t .  C o l .

H enry  P l e a s a n t s  and h i s  m ine r  r e g i m e n t ,  t h e  48th  

P e n n s y l v a n i a  V o l u n t e e r s ,  w ere  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a t u n n e l  

b e n e a t h  t h e  R ebe l  f o r t .  A mine was th en  t o  be ex p lo d ed  

and t h e  enemy l i n e s  b r e a c h e d .  S e v e r a l  days p r i o r  t o  

t h e  e x p l o s i o n  th e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  o f  t h e  4 th  D i v i s i o n  

( 1 9 t h ,  2 3 r d ,  2 7 t h ,  2 8 t h ,  3 9 t h ,  3 0 t h ,  3 1 s t ,  39th  and 43rd 

U. S .  C o lo re d  T roops )  u n d e r  command o f  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  

Edward F e r r e r o  d r i l l e d  t o  m a s t e r  t h e  d u t i e s  a s s ig n e d  to  

them as t h e  a s s a u l t  team i n t o  t h e  man-made c r a t e r .  They 

w ere  to  p r o c e e d  t o  t a k e  Cemetary  H i l l  and c l e a r  a p a th  

t o  P e t e r s b u r g .  On th e  eve o f  t h e  im pending  a t t a c k  G en e ra l  

George G. Meade opposed  t h e  u s e  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s  as the  

a s s a u l t  t e am ,  b e c a u s e  he  f e a r e d  t h a t  in  ca se  o f  f a i l u r e  

c r i t i c s  w ou ld  c h a rg e  him w i t h  u s i n g  b l a c k s  as cannon 

f o d d e r .  A l th o u g h  B u r n s id e  a rg u e d  t h a t  h i s  w h i t e  t r o o p s

302Gen, O rde r  No. 8 d a t e d  A p r i l  19, 1864, R eg t .  
O rd e r  and Guard R e p o r t  Book 3 1 s t  USCT, RG 94 .
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were  f a t i g u e d  a f t e r  h a v i n g  "been  exposed  f o r  f o r t y

days t o  a c e a s e l e s s  f i r e  and had  a c q u i r e d  t h e  h a b i t

o f  s h e l t e r i n g  th e m s e lv e s  from t h e  enem y 's  m i s s i l e s , "

G en e ra l  G ran t  s i d e d  w i t h  Meade. I t  was o n ly  l a t e r

t h a t  he a d m i t te d  t h e  m i s s i o n  w ou ld  have b e e n  s u c c e s s ­
or! 0f u l  had  b l a c k s  l e d  t h e  a t t a c k .

B u rn s id e  s e l e c t e d  t h e  l e a d i n g  u n i t  by l o t  and 

" l u c k  gave him /Jam es  \ \J  L e d l i e ' s  d i v i s i o n  and t h e r e ­

by a s s i g n e d  th e  i n i t i a l  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  p o o r e s t  d i v i s i o n  

and t h e  p o o r e s t  d i v i s i o n  com mander."304 B la c k  s o l d i e r s  

and t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  w ere  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e i r  n o t  b e i n g  

p e r m i t t e d  to  l e a d  th e  c h a r g e .  An u n i d e n t i f i e d  o f f i c e r  

o f  the  3 1 s t  w ro te  t o  V i n c e n t  C o l y e r  o f  t h e  Union League 

on August 2 t h a t  t h e  men w an te d  t o  do w e l l  and " t o  g a in  

t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  Army o f  t h e  Potomac. You know t h e i r  

form er  p r e j u d i c e s . "  H enry  Goddard Thomas, C o lo n e l  o f  

t h e  Second B r i g a d e ,  4 th  D i v i s i o n  ( o f  which  t h e  3 1 s t  was 

a p a r t )  was t o  have  l e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a t t a c k .  H is  t r o o p s  

were e a g e r  t o  be  on d i s p l a y .  P r i o r  to  t h e  a t t a c k  th ey  

sang  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e i r  s p i r i t s :  'We-e lo o k s  l i - i k e  me-en

a - a  m a rc h in '  on, we lo o k s  l i - i k e  men- e n - w a r l '  T h i s  was 

sung e v e ry  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  b u t  n e v e r  a g a in  

a f t e r  th e  d e f e a t . 305

30A u g u s t u s  Woodbury, M ajor  G en e ra l  Ambrose J; .  
B u r n s id e  and the  N in th  Army Corns f P r o v i d e n c e .  1 5 6 7 ) ,
430, 431: War of  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  1 ,  40 ,  P t .  1 ,  243; 
R ep o r t  o f  t h e  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e o n  t h e  Conduct o f  the War, 
38th  C ong . ,  2 s e s s . , 1 , 5 ,8 .
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The e x p l o s io n  o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  to  go o f f  a t

3 :30  a .m. was d e l a y e d  f o r  45 m in u te s  as t h e  f u s e  h a d  

to  be  r e l i t ,  and when i t  w en t  o f f  i t  c a u s e d  mass con­

f u s i o n  f o r  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s ,  and ev en  sh o ck ed  t h e  Union 

t r o o p s .  I t  c r e a t e d  a c r a t o r  150 t o  180 f e e t  l o n g ,  60 

f e e t  w ide  and 20 t o  25 f e e t  d eep .  The unprepared-  w h i t e  

t r o o p s  from th e  F i r s t  D i v i s i o n  w ere  u n a b l e  t o  cope w i t h  

t h e  c o n f u s i o n ,  n o i s e  and d u s t .  I n s t e a d  o f  g o in g  th ro u g h  

t o  g e t  to  t h e  r i d g e  b e h in d  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  l i n e s ,  th e y  

m i l l e d  ab o u t  and f a i l e d  to  e x p l o i t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The 

enemy r e c o v e r e d  a b o u t  t h i r t y  m in u te s  a f t e r  t h e  e x p l o s io n  

and began  to  t a k e  t h e  o f f e n s i v e .

and c a p t u r e d  s e v e r a l  h u n d red  p r i s o n e r s ,  b u t  as th ey  

a t t a c k e d  t h e  c r e s t  in  th e  r e a r  th ey  met a c o u n t e r c h a r g e  

and w ere  d r i v e n  b ac k  i n t o  t h e  d ep th  o f  t h e  c r a t e r .  L ike  

t h e  w h i t e  u n i t s  a l r e a d y  t h e r e ,  b l a c k s  h a d  t o  cower a g a i n s t  

t h e  banks  o f  th e  c r a t e r  to  av o id  h o s t i l e  f i r e .  The Con­

f e d e r a t e s  w ere  a b l e  t o  dom ina te  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and b o th  

w h i t e s  and b l a c k s  so u g h t  t o  f l e e  from t h e  s c e n e  o f  c a r n a g e .  

T here  were  over  4 ,000 Union c a s u a l i t i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k

^ ^ J a m e s  G. S c o t t  and Edward A. W y a t t ,  P e t e r s b u r g 1 s
S t o r y : A H i s t o r y  ( P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1960) , 19b;
U i l y s e s  !T. G ran t  , P e r s o n a l  Memoirs o f  U. S. G ra n t  (2 v o l s . ,  
New Y ork ,  1 8 8 6 ) ,  IT , T T I  j“"3TT:-----------------~

Volun tee :  . ew York ,  1 8 6 4 ) ,
4i); Henry Goddard Thomas, NPFhe~ C o l o re d  Troops  a t  P e t e r s ­
b u r g ,  "The C en tury  M agaz ine ,  XXXIV, 5 ( S e p te m b e r ,  1 8 8 7 ) ,  
777-778,

B lack  t r o o p s  w en t  i n t o  t h e  c r a t e r  a ro u n d  7:30 a,m.

Committee on
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r e g im e n t s  l o s i n g  14 o f f i c e r s  and 19 8 e n l i s t e d  men; 41 

o f f i c e r s  and 667 men w ere  wounded, and tw en ty  o f f i c e r s  

and 402 men w ere  c a p t u r e d  o r  m i s s i n g .  L t .  C o lo n e l  

W i l l i a m  E. W. Ross of  t h e  3 1 s t  l o s t  a l e g .  The morn­

in g  r e p o r t  f o r  Company F o f  t h e  3 1 s t  f o r  J u l y  31,  1864 ,  

s t a t e d ,  ’’Th is  company w en t  i n t o  a c t i o n  b e f o r e  P e t e r s ­

b u r g  J u l y  30 , 1864 w i th  s i x t y - o n e  men and l o s t  tw e n ty -  

s i x . "  ( s e v e n  k i l l e d  in  a c t i o n ,  n in e  wounded and t e n  

m i s s i n g . )  The 3 1 s t  Regiment l o s t  one o f f i c e r  k i l l e d  

in  a c t i o n  a lo n g  w i t h  t w e n t y - s i x  e n l i s t e d  men. S ix  

o f f i c e r s  and t h i r t y - s i x  men o f  t h e  u n i t  w ere  wounded 

and two o f f i c e r s  and s i x t y - f o u r  men w ere  c a p t u r e d  o r  

m i s s i n g .  C a p ta in  R ic h a rd  K. Woodruff  o f  Company C 

d ie d  on A ugust  11 from wounds r e c e i v e d  a t  P e t e r s b u r g . 3®̂

W i th in  a few days o f  t h e  f i a s c o ,  New York p a p e r s  

b eg a n  to  a s s e s s  b lame s t r i c t l y  from a p a r t i s a n  v i e w p o i n t .  

The T r ib u n e  h e l d  L e d l i e ' s  d i v i s i o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

f a i l u r e .  "The enormous lo s s e s  o f  t h e  c o l o r e d  r e g i m e n t s , "  

i t  r e p o r t e d ,  " s h o w . . . t h a t  they  fo u g h t  b r a v e l y i "  The 

T r ib u n e  c o n s i d e r e d  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  b r a v e  and a s k e d ,  "How 

many w h i t e  r e g im e n t s  w ou ld  h a v e . , . [jgonel  i n t o  a c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  i f  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r s  t h e y  w ou ld  b e  e n ­

s l a v e d  o r  m urdered,"207

306The War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  1 ,  40 ,  P t .  1 ,
248 ,  261 ;  New~York T i n e s , August  Z, 1864; C h a r l e s  E. 
M a c a r tn e y ,T r a n t  ancTHis G e n e ra l s  (New Y o rk ,  19 5 3 ) ,  258- 
261;  Morning R e p o r t s  (Co. F) 3 1 s t  USCT, RG 9 4; D e s c r i p ­
t i v e  Book (Co. C) 3 1 s t  USCT, RG 94 .

30^New York T r i b u n e .  August  2 , 3 ,  1864.
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The Albany Evening J o u r n a l  viewed th e  r e p u l s e  

as a f a i l u r e  o f  b o t h  w h i t e s  and b l a c k s  b u t  e x p e c te d  the 

army t o  r e c o v e r .  "The c o p p e rh e a d  f r a t e r n i t y ,  " i t  in­

t o n e d ,  " w i l l  t a k e  h e a r t  from t h i s  m is c h a n c e ,  and p r e d i c t  

u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  w i t h  g r e a t e r  impudence th a n  e v e r . " ^ ®

The New York H e r a l d  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  f o l l y  t o  have s e n t  

raw b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s  i n t o  b a t t l e .  "Why," i t  e x c la im e d ,

" w i th  such  a s p l e n d i d  f o r c e  in  h a n d ,  was t h e  r e p u l s e  o f  

a n i g g e r  d i v i s i o n  p e r m i t t e d  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  c o n t e s t ,  

when /M eade /  knew t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  a l a r g e  f o r c e  in  h i s  

f r o n t ,  and t h a t  a g r e a t  p a r t  o f  L e e ’s army was / e l s e ­

w h e r e / ? "  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  H e r a ld  t h e  d e f e a t  was a t t r i ­

b u t e d  t o  th e  in co m p e ten ce  o f  Meade and B u r n s id e  and " a l s o  

/ t o 7 t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and h i s  w ho le  c a b i n e t ,  w i t h ' i t s  n i g g e r  

w o r s h i p p in g  p o l i c y  / b e c a u s g /  n i g g e r s  c a n n o t  and w i l l  n o t  

f i g h t .  A l l  t h e  s e n s a t i o n  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  n i g g e r  p r e s s  t o  

t h e  c o n t r a r y  a r e  mere m oonsh ine .  Y e t  t h e  H e r a ld  p u b l i s h e d  

a d i s p a t c h  from James C. F i t z p a t r i c k ,  who remarked th a t  

Union o f f i c e r s  w e re  t o l d  by  S o u t h e r n e r s  d u r in g  a t r u c e  

t h a t  th e y  w ere  s u r p r i s e d  a t - t h e  s k i l l s  d i s p l a y e d  by b l a c k s . 309

The New York Times d id  n o t  i n i t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  th e  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s '  in v o lv e m e n t  in  t h e  f a i l u r e  b u t  r e s e r v e d  

rem arks  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  8, 1865, At t h a t  t im e  i t  c h a r a c ­

t e r i z e d  them as good o n ly  f o r  su d d e n  dashes  " b u t  n o t  good

308E v en in g  J o u r n a l  ( A l b a n y ) , August  3 ,  1864.

309New York H e r a l d ,  Ajigust  3 ,  4 ,  1864.
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i n  a g r e a t  d i s a s t e r . . . n o t  h a v in g  t h e  m o ra l  s t a m n i a  t o  

s e e  long t h e  h o r r i b l e  e f f e c t s  on th e  human body which 

s h e l l  or  round  p r o d u c e , "  C o n s i d e r i n g  b l a c k s  t o  b e  

w eaker  than  t h e  more " c i v i l i z e d "  w h i t e s  and b e s t  f i t t e d  

f o r  noncom batan t  r o l e s ,  t h e  Times was u n w i l l i n g  t o  

a c c e p t  th e  view t h a t  s u c c e s s  would have  r e s u l t e d  i f  

b l a c k s  h ad  le d  t h e  a s s a u l t .  I t  b e l i e v e d  o n ly  "a  m i ld
Tin

s p e c i e s  o f  n e g r o p h i l i s m  i s  t o l e r a b l e .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  w ere  more c o n s i s ­

t e n t  in  t h e i r  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  v a l o r  o f  t h e  " c o l o r e d "  

t r o o p s .  W i l l iam  H. P o w e l l ,  who was Ju d g e  A dvoca te  o f  

L e d l i e ' s  d i v i s i o n  and h i s  a i d e - t o - c a m p ,  r e c a l l e d  in  1887 

t h a t  i f  t h e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  h a d  l e d  th e  a s s a u l t  as p l a n n e d ,  

th e y  would have b e e n  a t  Cemetary H i l l  b e h i n d  t h e  enemy 

b e f o r e  a musket  w ou ld  have  b e e n  u s e d  a g a i n s t  them. Henry 

Roddard Thomas b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  d e l a y  in  s e n d i n g  in  

b l a c k s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  3 1 s t  Regiment b e i n g  "mowed down 

l i k e  g r a s s ,  w i th  no  hope  o f  anyone r e a c h i n g  t h e  c r e s t . "

Even though  th e  u n i t  was s h a t t e r e d  w i t h o u t  i t s  o f f i c e r s ,  

i t  had  t o  be  o r d e r e d  b ack  t o  s a f e t y .  Thomas commented, 

" t h e s e  b l a c k  men commanded th e  a d m i r a t i o n  and r e s p e c t  

o f  ev e ry  b e h o l d e r  on t h a t  d a y . ^ H

310New York T im e s ,  J a n u a r y  8 ,  1865.

3 H w i l l i a m  H. P o w e l l ,  "The T ragedy  o f  t h e  C r a t e r , "  
The C e n tu ry  M ag az in e . XXXIV, 5 ( S e p te m b e r ,  1 8 8 7 ) ,  771; 
Thomas, " 'm e  c o l o r e d  Troops a t  P e t e r s b u r g , "  779 ,781 .



I t  was c l e a r  to  o b s e r v e r s  t h a t  n o n w h i te s  were 

t r e a t e d  w i t h  v en g e an c e .  George S .  B e r n a r d  o f  t h e  12 th  

V i r g i n i a  I n f a n t r y  (M ahone 's  B r ig a d e )  r e c a l l e d  i n  1892 

t h a t  a b l a c k  s o l d i e r  p r o s t r a t e d  h i m s e l f  and beg g e d  f o r  

h i s  l i f e .  He d id  n o t  k i l l h i m  b u t  o t h e r s  w ere  n o t  as 

g e n e r o u s ,  f o r  B e rn a rd  w i t n e s s e d  many b r u t a l  s l a y i n g s  as 

many r e b e l s  "seemed i n f u r i a t e d  a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  t o  

f i g h t  n e g r o e s . "  " W i t h i n . . .  t e n  m i n u t e s , "  h e  commented,

" t h e  w hole  f l o o r  o f  t h e  t r e n c h  was s t r e w n  w i t h  t h e  dead  

b o d ie s  o f  n e g r o e s ,  in  some p l a c e s  i n  su c h  numbers t h a t  

i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  make o n e ' s  way a lo n g  t h e  t r e n c h  w i t h ­

o u t  s t e p p i n g  on t h e m . "3*2

George L. K ilmer  o f  t h e  1 4 th  New York Heavy A r t i l ­

l e r y  remembered t h a t  some w h i t e  Union t r o o p s  " b a y o n e te d  

b l a c k s . . . i n  o r d e r  to  p r e s e r v e  / t h e m s e l v e s /  f rom  th e  co n ­

f e d e r a t e  v e n g e a n c e .  M en b o a s t e d  in  my p r e s e n c e  t h a t  b l a c k s  

had  th u s  b e e n  d i s p o s e d  o f . . . . "  B r e v e t  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  

S te p h e n  Weld s t a t e d  t h a t  " a  n e g r o  s o l d i e r  by my s i d e  

was s h o t  d e a d ,  t h e  enemy c a l l i n g  o u t :  ' s h o o t  t h e  n i g g e r  

b u t  d o n ' t  k i l l  t h e  w h i t e  m a n . ' " 3 * 3

3 l2 x h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  C r a t e r  e d i t e d  and compi l e d 
by George STHBerrTard (T ? th  V i r g i n i a  I n f a n t r y , Mahone's 
B r i g a d e ) , A d d re ss  D e l i v e r e d  B e fo r e  A. P. Hi 11 Camp o f  
C o n f e d e r a t e  v e t e r a n s ,  o f  P e t e r s b u r g T  V a . , Given on Time

fn . pr:  t s t o  ,~b," 97  f fr  — -------------------------------------

3 *3George L. K i lm e r ,  "The Dash I n t o  t h e  C r a t e r , "
The C e n tu ry  M a g a z in e . XXXIV, 5 ( S e p te m b e r ,  1 8 8 7 ) ,  776; 
S te p h e n  to. WeTd, ^The P e t e r s b u r g  M in e , "  P a p e r s  o f  th e  
M i l i t a r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  [ B o s t o n ,  1 9 0 6 ) ,  
V, No. 10 ,  i l l  (Read b e f o r e  tFTe S o c i e t y  March 2 7 ,  18 8 2 ) .
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Not a l l  b l a c k s  in  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  C r a t e r  were  

w a n to n ly  m u rd e re d ,  as some w ere  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r s .  Sumner 

U. Shearm an,  a w h i t e  man, was c a p t u r e d  and l a t e r  ex ch an g ­

ed f o r  a C o n f e d e r a t e  p r i s o n e r .  He s t a t e d  i n  1898 t h a t  

w h i t e  o f f i c e r s  and b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  were  f o r c e d  t o  march i n  

a l i n e  o f  " f o u r  o f f i c e r s ,  f o u r  n e g r o e s ,  f o u r  o f f i c e r s ,  

f o u r  n e g r o e s . . . "  th ro u g h  th e  c i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g .  This  was 

meant  t o  h u m i l i a t e  t h e  o f f i c e r s  as i t  d i d .  One woman 

w i t h  h a t r e d  in  h e r  v o ic e  s h o u te d  o u t ,  ' t h a t  i s  t h e  way t o

t r e a t  t h e  yankees  ; mix them up w i th  t h e  ^clamn/ n i g g e r s ,

t h e y  a r e  so  fond  o f  them mix them up .  * L a t e r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  

w ere  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  e n l i s t e d  men and t a k e n  t o  an i s l a n d  

i n  t h e  Appomattox R i v e r . 314

A d i f f e r e n t  view o f  t h e  b l a c k  p e r f o rm a n c e  in  t h e

a s s a u l t  was h e l d  by  Edmund J .  C le v e la n d  o f  Company K, 9 t h

New J e r s e y  V o l u n t e e r s ,  who was n o t  i n v o l v e d  d i r e c t l y  in

t h e  b a t t l e  b u t  was in  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  His d i a r y  n o t a t i o n

f o r  J u l y  31 r e a d s :

From members o f  t h e  10th N. H.
/New H am p sh i re /  I have l e a r n e d  
t h e  most  d i s t r e s s i n g  news. They
s a y  t h a t  th e  n e g ro e s  made a d i s ­
g r a c e f u l  s k e d a d d le  from t h e  ca p ­
t u r e d  works when t h e  r e b e l s  c o u n t e r  
a t t a c k e d .

314sumner U. Shearman, Battle o f  the Crater and 
Experiences o f  Prison L i f e ,  Fifth Series, Wo. 8 ,  in Per­
sonal Narratives of Events in the War o f  the Rebellion 
Being Papers fteadHBefore the Rhode'TTland'TTrstorical 
Society ?Providence, 189 8 ) ,  16 -17 ,  18 .
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C l e v e l a n d  n o t e d  on August 1 t h a t  t h e  " d i s g r a c e f u l  

s k e d a d d l e "  o f  t h e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  "was due t o  th e  cow ar­

d i c e  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  "The d a r k i e s  had  t o  b e  d r i v e n

C l e v e l a n d  was n o t  an e y e w i tn e s s  and h i s  comments w ere  

u n fo u n d e d .  S te p h e n  M. Weld, among o t h e r s ,  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  

h ad  n e v e r  s e e n  su c h  b r a v e r y  as e x h i b i t e d  by th e  o f f i c e r s  

o f  t h e  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s .  He b lamed th e  f a i l u r e  on o f f i c e r s  

l i k e  L e d l i e  who h ad  r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  bomb s h e l t e r  to  s u s ­

t a i n  h i m s e l f  on w h is k e y .  Weld d e s c r i b e  th e  h a p l e s s  o f f i c e r  

as " a  d ru n k a rd  and an a r r o g a n t  coward" who h a d  b ee n  u n d e r  

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l i q u o r  in  e v e ry  f i g h t  t h a t  h e  had  b e e n  

i n .  " I t  was an a b s o l u t e  c r i m e , "  Weld s « ta te d ,  " t o  l e t  su c h  

a man head  s o  i m p o r t a n t  an u n d e r t a k i n g . "316

A Meade a p p o i n t e d  c o u r t  o f  i n q u i r y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  th e

f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  a t t a c k  f o r  s e v e n t e e n  d a y s .  B u r n s id e  aad 

o t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  w i th  l e s s  th an  

two weeks d r i l l  p e r fo rm e d  w e l l  in  th e  a t t a c k ,  d e s p i t e  r e ­

c e i v i n g  some o f  " t h e  h o t t e s t  f i r e  t h a t  any t r o o p s  h a d  

b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  d u r i n g  th e  d a y . "  They b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  

a t t a c k  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  i f  b l a c k s  h ad  l e d  t h e  

a s s a u l t  as o r i g i n a l l y  p l a n n e d . T h e  c o u r t  o f  i n q u i r y

315Edmund J .  C l e v e l a n d ,  J r . ,  e d . ,  The S i e g e  o f  P e t e r s

315b a c k  by  a s k i r m i s h  l i n e  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  th e  b a y o n e t . "

316weld, The P e t e r s b u r g  Mine. 210 ,  212 .

3 1 ^Test imony o f  B u r n s i d e ,  F e r r e r o  and Thomas, War o f  
t h e  R e b e l l i o n ,  s e r .  1 ,  XL. P t .  1 ,  73 .  74,  9 2 .  104. 106 ,
3 W .
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r u l e d  t h a t  B u rn s id e  was in  e r r o r  f o r  n o t  u s in g  p r o p e r  

c h a r g i n g  t a c t i c s  and f o r  n o t  h a v in g  c o n t i n g e n t  p l a n s ;

L e d l i e  was c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  h i s  l a ck  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ;  

w h e r e a s ,  F e r r e r o  was found n e g l i g e n t  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  r e a d y  

t o  a t t a c k  and f o r  b e i n g  in  t h e  bomb s h e l t e r .  C o l .  Z.

R.* B l i s s ,  commander o f  t h e  F i r s t  B r i g a d e , Second 

D i v i s i o n ,  N in th  Corps was b lamed f o r  s t a y i n g  b e h in d  w i t h  

t h e  o n ly  r e g im e n t  t h a t  d i d  n o t  advance and b e i n g  f a r  

from t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  b a t t l e  and th u s  u n a b l e  t o  de ­

c i d e  on t a c t i c s .  B r i g a d i e r  G en e ra l  0 .  B. W i l l c o x ,

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  V o l u n t e e r s ,  was r ep r im an d e d  f o r  n o t  i n i t i ­

a t i n g  enough e f f o r t  to  t a k e  Cemetary H i l l ,  On December 

15, 1864, Benjam in  F. Wade, R a d ic a l  R e p u b l ic a n  from O h io ,  

s u b m i t t e d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  J o i n t  Committee on t h e  Conduct 

o f  t h e  War i n  which  Meade--who was c o n s i d e r e d  by Wade 

t o  b e  i n c o m p e t e n t ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and i n d e c i s i v e - - w a s  

b lam ed  f o r  t h e  f i a s c o  f o r  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  

t o  s e n d  b l a c k s  i n  as t h e  a s s a u l t  t e a m .^ * 8

D e s p i t e  t h e  s e t b a c k  t h e  m ora le  o f  t h e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  

rem a in ed  h ig h  ev en  a f t e r  t h e  enemy a t t e m p te d  t o  h u m i l i a t e  

them. C o n f e d e r a t e s  who h ad  t a k e n  money o f f  t h e  r e c e n t l y  

p a i d  b l a c k  d e a d ,  wounded o r  c a p t u r e d  t a u n t e d  t h e  Union 

f o r c e s  a few days  a f t e r  t h e  e x p l o s io n  by  w aving  g r e e n b a c k s

318I b i d . ,  128-129;  Hans L. T r e f o u s s e ,  Benjam in  
F r a n k l i n  Wade: k a d i c a l  R e p u b l ic a n  From Ohio (New Y ork .
,» 6t t ; " Z 4 7 7 “ ------------------------ ------------------------------------------
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and s h o u t i n g  ’ send  them in  on a n o t h e r  c h a rg e  when they  

g e t  t h e i r  m o n e y . '319 An u n i d e n t i f i e d  o f f i c e r  in  the  

3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  r e p o r t e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  f i a s c o  t h a t  

"we w ere  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  y e t  I am c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  th e  v a l o r  

and f i g h t i n g  q u a l i t i e s  o f  ou r  men a r e  e q u a l  t o  any in  

t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  a rm y ."  "We w i l l  y e t  show i t , "  he 

vowed.

Near th e  end  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  campaign th e  3 1 s t  

showed i t s  b r a v e r y  as i t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e  c a p tu r e  

o f  P e t e r s b u r g .  C o lo n e l  W i l l i a m  Woodward, a b r i g a d e  com­

mander i n  t h e  2 5 th  C o rp s ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  u n i t  b e f o r e  

P e t e r s b u r g  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  1865 as c o o l  d e s p i t e  ex p o su re  

" t o  t h e  enemy’ s f i r e  o f  s o l i d  s h o t . "  A cco rd ing  to  him 

t h e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  b e h a v e d  w e l l ,  even  " d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  

s e v e r e  m a r c h in g ,  and r e d u c t i o n  o f  r a t i o n s ,  am ounting t o  

a lm o s t  d e s t i t u t i o n . " ^ !  G e n e ra l  F e r r e r o  commented in  

December 186 4 ,  " t h e  c o l o r e d  t r o o p s  h ad  done a f a i t h f u l  

s e r v i c e ,  and w ould  d o u b t l e s s  hav e  ac c o m p l i s h e d  more had  

/ t h e ^  b een p e r m i t t e d .  Bu t  th e  o ld  army o f f i c e r s  d id  n o t  

i n  a l l  c a s e s  t a k e  k i n d l y  t o  t h e m . " ^ 2

*9J o h n  pu i i e nf  The T w e n t i e th  M a ine : A V olun­
t e e r  Regim ent  in  t h e  C i v i l  War ( . P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  19 5 7 ) ,  2 l 7 .

320Union League Club Report of the Committee on 
VolunteerinjTTTesented OctoSer 13, "*1*85*4 fNew York, l8'5T) ,5 0 .

32*War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n ,  s e r .  1 ,  XLVI, P t .  1 ,  
1241-1243.

322jyoodbury, M ajo r  G e n e ra l  Ambrose I:. B u r n s i d e . 471,
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The s u r r e n d e r  a t  Appomattox d id  n o t  r e s u l t  in  

im m edia te  d i s c h a r g e s .  G u e r r i l a s  h ad  to  b e  n e u t r a l i z e d ,  

d e p o t s  p r o t e c t e d ,  bondsmen l i b e r a t e d  from r e l u c t a n t  

s l a v e h o l d e r s  and c i t i e s  o c c u p i e d .  But b e f o r e  the  r e ­

g im en ts  became i n v o lv e d  in  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  L in c o ln  

was a s s a s s i n a t e d .  His  d e a th  was a shock  to  many and 

one t h a t  d ee p ly  a f f e c t e d  b l a c k s .  Company K o f  th e  2 6 th  

Regiment o b se rv e d  A p r i l  26 in  h i s  memory and f o u r  days 

l a t e r  th e  r e g im e n t  s u s p e n d e d  a l l  no n -em erg en cy  o p e r a ­

t i o n s  and l a b o r .  Guns w ere  f i r e d  from F o r t  Duane, South  

C a r o l i n a  a t  dawn and a t  t h i r t y  m in u te  i n t e r v a l s  be tw een  

s u n r i s e  and s u n s e t ,  a s i n g l e  gun was f i r e d .  O f f i c e r s  

wore a badge  o f  m ourn ing  on t h e  l e f t  arm as w e l l  as on 

t h e i r  sw o rd s ;  th e  r e g i m e n t a l  c o l o r s  w ere  p u t  i n t o  mourn­

in g  f o r  s i x  m onths .  L a t e r  in  t h e  y e a r  t h e  3 1 s t  Regiment 

gave $506 to  Henry H. G a rn e t  to w ard s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  th e

p ro p o s e d  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e ' s  c o l l e g e  in
32 3memory o f  t h e  m a r ty r e d  C om m ander- in -C h ie f

Once th e  w ar  ended  t h e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  h a d  more t im e 

to  make a c q u a i n t a n c e s  w i t h  t h e  fo rm e r  s l a v e  p o p u l a t i o n .

Some men, l i k e  C o r p o r a l  Hiram V a n d e r v o r t ,  found  t h e i r

^ ^ M o r n in g  R e p o r t  (Co. K) f o r  A p r i l  1865, 3 1 s t  
USCT, RG 9 4; Guernsey t o  Winans A p r i l  3 0 ,  1865, R e g t .  
P a p e r s - L e t t e r s  26 th  USCT, RG 94 ;  Weekly A nglo- A f r i c a n . 
November 18,  1865. F r e d e r i c k  D o u g las s  opposed  t h i s  
monument t o  L in co ln  b e c a u s e  w h i t e  money e n a b l e  b l a c k s  
t o  b u i l d  i t .  To him a b l a c k  c o l l e g e  i m p l i e d  i n f e r i o r i t y  
and se co n d  c l a s s  s t a t u s .  The L i b e r a t o r .  S e p t .  29, 1865,
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f u t u r e  w ives  in  t h e  S o u th ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  b e g a n  to  

im p a r t  t o  the  f reedm en t h e  ru d im e n t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  C h a r l e s  G i l b e r t ,  a 25 

y e a r  o ld  s u b s t i t u t e ,  w r o t e  t o  t h e  Weekly A ng lo - 

A f r i c a n  from Camp H ancock ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  on J u l y  

7, 1865:

Our r e g im e n t  / 2 6 t h  USCl7 i s  p l a c e d  in  
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  Our 
d u ty  i s  to  l e t  t h e  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  know 
t h a t  th e y  a r e  f r e e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  and t o  p r o t e c t  them as 
s u c h ,  and t o  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  f o rm e r  owners 
f rom d r i v i n g  them o f f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  
and c h e a t i n g  them o u t  o f  t h e i r  s h a r e  o f  
t h e  c r o p , , . .  These f ro m e r  s l a v e h o l d e r s  
g r i e v e  and f r e t  a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  
h a v in g  t o  pay  t h e  f reedm en  f o r  t h e i r  
l a b o r ,  b u t  t h e y  hav e  to do i t .  Through 
t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  o f  Corp .  T y l e r ,  we 
hav e  h ad  some g ra n d  m e e t i n g s ;  one was 
a g rand  j u b i l e e .  The p e o p l e  came from 
m i le s  a ro u n d ,  and l i s t e n e d  t o  some 
freedom  songs and s p e e c h e s ,  su c h  as our  
p e o p l e  n e v e r  h e a r d  b e f o r e .  We h av e  o r ­
g a n i z e d  a d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y , , , .  We a r e  
a l l  an x io u s  t o  g e t  home, now t h e  w ar  i s

I n  L o u i s i a n a ,  C h a p la in  George W, Le V ere  o f  t h e  

20 th  Regiment w r o t e  t o  t h e  Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n  w h i l e  

en r o u t e  t o  M i l l i k e n ' s  B end ,  " I  h av e  found  as good and 

as k i n d  a p e o p l e  h e r e  as I hav e  found  an y w h e re ,  b u t  t h e  

bad  a r e  v e ry  b a d , "  Le V ere  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  l e t t e r s  be

3 2 4 c o r p o r a l  Hiram V a n d e r v o r t ,  Co, H, 2 0 th  USCT 
was m a r r i e d  in  New O r l e a n s  on May 11 ,  1865 ,  P e n s io n  F i l e  
o f  H, V a n d e r v o r t ,  Widow’s C e r t i f i c a t e  #438789,  RG 15; 
Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n ,  Aug. 12 ,  1865 Com piled  S e r v i c e  Re­
c o r d ,  S g t ,  C h a r l e s  G i l b e r t ,  B C o . ,  26 th  USCT, RG 94,
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s e n t  t o  keep  up th e  mens'  m o ra le .  Two weeks l a t e r ,  

t h e  c h a p l a i n  gave a d ism a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  de­

s t r o y e d  l a n d  around  M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend. The men h a d  n o t  

h a d  any f r e s h  m eat  s i n c e  t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  

r e b e l s  to o k  t h e i r  s l a v e s  and l i v e s t o c k  t o  T e x a s .  The 

freedmen w ere  d e s c r i b e d  as i n d u s t r i o u s ,  s e l f - s u f f i c i ­

e n t  and v e r y  b r i g h t ,  b u t  in  need  o f  f o rm a l  e d u c a t i o n .

Le Vere  added  t h a t  t h e  n e a r e s t  church  was t w e n t y - f i v e  

m i l e s  away in  V ick sb u rg  so he hoped t o  p r e a c h  " a t  

l e a s t  once each  S a b b a t h . "  He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

o f  d i s s e n s i o n  b e c a u s e  o n e - y e a r  men w ere  b e i n g  d i s ­

c h a rg e d  b e f o r e  t h o s e  who s i g n e d  up f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I t  

i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  t h r e e - v e a r  

men d e s e r t e d  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  Le Vere c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  

th e  r e g i m e n t  was k e e p in g  a b r e a s t  o f  news o f  New York

by t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c o p i e s  of  t h e  Weekly A ng lo -
* r  • 32 5A f r i c a n .

D ur ing  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i n  th e  

slimmer o f  1865 t h e  20th Regiment became in v o l v e d  in  

s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e s  be tw een  freedmen and p l a n t a t i o n  o w n ers .  

C o lo n e l  B a r t ra m  in fo rm ed  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  G. L. Andrews, 

C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  on August 18 t h a t  many o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  

n e a r  M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend were  abandoned b e c a u s e  " o f  t h e  c u t ­

t i n g  o f  t h e  c a n a l  a t  Lake P r o v i d e n c e . "  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,

32 ^Weekly A n g lo - A f r i c a n .  August  2 6 ,  November 4 ,
1865 ( t h e  l e t t e r s  w ere  w r i t t e n  on August  10 and 3 0 ,
1865) .



177

t h e  few p l a n t a t i o n s  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  w ere  e x p e c te d  

t o  y i e l d  f i n e  c o t t o n  c r o p s .  " I  h e a r  some c o m p l a i n t s , "  

B a r t r a m  r e p o r t e d ,  " i n  t h e  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  b r e a k i n g  o f  

c o n t r a c t s  by f re e d m e n .  I would s u g g e s t  t h a t  an o f ­

f i c e r  b e  a p p o i n t e d  a t  once to  look  a f t e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

and i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h i s  ^F reedm en ' s j  B u r e a u ."  For t h i s  

t a s k  h e  recommended C a p ta in  G, A. F o s t e r  o f  B Company.

Eventhough b l a c k  t r o o p s  f o u g h t  v a l i a n t l y  t o  

h e l p  p r e s e r v e  t h e  U n ion ,  i n  th e  minds o f  many N o r th e rn  

w h i t e s  th e y  had  com m itted  an u n p a rd o n a b le  s i n - - t h e  

k i l l i n g  o f  w h i t e  men a l b e i t  t h e y  w ere  t r a i t o r s .  When 

t h e  w ar  ended some w h i t e  Union s o l d i e r s  v e n t e d  t h e i r  

h o s t i l i t y  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s  by a t t a c k i n g  d e f e n s e l e s s  

s o l d i e r s .  C o lo n e l  B a r t r a m  com pla ined  to  Major  Wickham 

Hoffman t h a t  t h r e e  o f  h i s  men w ere  s e v e r e l y  b e a t e n  by 

members o f  t h e  13th  Army Corps and th e  New O r le a n s  

p o l i c e .  T h is  a t t a c k  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  i n  th e  h e a t  o f  

a rg u m en t  b u t  as amusement f o r  N egrophobes .  S o u th e rn  

c i v i l i a n s ,  t o o ,  a t t a c k e d  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .  Major  G e n e ra l  

George H. Thomas n o t i f i e d  P r e s i d e n t  Andrew Johnson  t h a t  

t h e r e  was no f e a r  o f  a b l a c k  i n s u r r e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  

b l a c k s  w ere  w e l l  d i s c i p l i n e d .  W hites  were b u l l i e s  b e ­

ca u se  " i t  i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  r e p u g n a n t  t o  th e  S o u th e r n e r s

326Ba r t ram t o  Andrews August  18, 1865, R eg t  
P a p e r s - L e t t e r s  2 0 th  USCT, RG 94 .



to  have  n e g r o  s o l d i e r s  in  t h e i r  m i d s t ,  and some a r e  

so f o o l i s h  as t o  v e n t  t h e i r  an g e r  upon th e  n e g r o  b e ­

ca u se  he i s  a s o l d i e r ,"327

D uring  i t s  s o j o u r n  i n  New O r lean s  as p a r t  o f  

t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  f o r c e  members o f  t h e  20 th  became 

v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  tw in  e v i l s ,  rum and p r o s t i t u ­

t i o n .  B a r t r a m  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  " c o l o r e d "  p r o s t i t u t e s  

as " a  s o u r c e  o f  c o n s t a n t  d i s c o r d  among s o l d i e r s ,  w h i t e  

and b l a c k  ^ b e c a u s e /  t h e y  swarm a b o u t . . . d u r in g  th e  

p a r a d e s  and d r i l l s . . . d i s t r a c t i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

m e n . . . . "  I f  he had  h i s  w ay ,  B a r t ra m  would had  lo c k ed  

t h e  " l a d i e s "  u p .  George W. A very ,  Surgeon  o f  t h e  

F i r s t  New O r l e a n s  V o l u n t e e r s ,  o f f e r e d  th e  u n s o l i c i t e d  

o p i n i o n  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h e  2 0 th  c o u ld  c o r r e c t  t h e  e v i l  by 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s e l f  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  th e  F i r s t  U. S, I n ­

f a n t r y .  B a r t r a m  was f u r i o u s  t h a t  Avery spoke o u t  on a 

s u b j e c t  t h a t  was n o t  w i t h i n  r e a l m  o f  h i s  com petency .

The c o l o n e l  f e l t  i t  was u n f a i r  o f  Avery t o  compare 

t h e  20 th  w i t h  o n ly  one y e a r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  "one o f  

t h e  o l d e s t  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t ry  o f f i c e r ­

ed by  men who h a v e  grown o l d  in  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ' s  s e r -
• ^ .132 8 v i c e . " J

3 2 7 j b t B a r t ra m  t o  Hoffman May 30 ,  1865; War 
o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , s e r .  1 ,  XLIX, P t .  2 ,  1112.

32 8f ia r t ram  t o  Wickham Hoffman (no d a t e )  1865; 
Avery t o  Hoffman May 30 ,  1865 ( B a r t r a m ' s  en d o rse m en t  
on b a c k  d a t e d  May 31 ,  1865) , R eg t .  P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s  2 0 th  
USCT, RG 9 4 .



179

I n  a q u a s i - p e a c e t i m e  s i t u a t i o n  where  b o th  

l o c a l  and m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  o p e r a t e  s i d e  by s i d e ,  

q u e s t i o n s  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  s o l d i e r s  were  

bound t o  a r i s e .  The New O r lean s  C h ie f  o f  P o l i c e  

n o t i f i e d  C o lo n e l  and A c t in g  Mayor Samuel M. Quincy 

t h a t  on May 2 8 ,  1865 a b r a w l  en su ed  between  w h i t e  

s a i l o r s  from t h e  USS P o r t s m o u th  and members o f  th e  

20 th  Regiment U .S .C .T .  The m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  o f  th e  

b l a c k  r e g i m e n t  a r r e s t e d  and lo c k e d  up a w h i t e  s a i l o r .  

A no ther  i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v e d  th e  c i t y ' s  p o l i c e  a r r e s t i n g  

some b r a w l i n g  w h i t e  and b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .  A squad  o f  

t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  s o l d i e r s  from t h e  2 0 th  a r r i v e d  on th e  

s c e n e ,  and in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  a 

b l a c k  s e r g e a n t  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  crowd, k i l l i n g  a c i t i ­

zen .  W hi te  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  r e g i m e n t  o r d e r e d  th e  men 

back  to  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s .  The p o l i c e  c h i e f  com p la in ed  

t h a t  " s o l d i e r s  b e l o n g i n g  to  t h i s  r e g i m e n t ,  £20 th7  have 

f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  by  a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  r e s c u e  p r i s o n e r s  who w ere  in  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r . "  

A l l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  South  r e s e n t m e n t  was shown a g a i n s t
•ZOQ

b l a c k s  as o c c u p a t i o n  f o r c e s .  ^

S ^ C h i e f  0 f  P o l i c e  (A id  Kamm ark?)  t o  A c t in g  
Mayor C o lo n e l  S.  M. Q u in cy ,  May 2 9 ,  1865, R e g t .  P a p e r s - -  
L e t t e r s  20th  USCT, RG 9 4 Quincy was a c o l o n e l  i n  t h e  
73rd USCI and was a p p o i n t e d  a c t i n g  mayor by o r d e r  o f  
Major G e n e ra l  B a n k s ,  S p e c i a l  O rde rs  No. 119, d a t e d  May 
5 ,  1865 as  r e p o r t e d  in  t h e  New O r le a n s  D a i ly  P i c a y u n e . 
June  2 3 ,  1865; Jo h n  W, B l a s s i n g a m e ,  B lack  New O r l e a n s . 
1860-1880 ( C h ic a g o ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  1 7 4 -1 7 5 ;  O t i s  A7“5 i n g l e t a r y ,  
Negro M i l i t i a  and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( A u s t i n ,  19 5 7 ) ,  114-
t t S; --------------------------



C o rp o ra l  Hiram V a n d e r v o r t  o f  t h e  2 0 th  R e g i ­

ment was a r r e s t e d  on A ugust  1 1 ,  1865 by o r d e r s  o f  

G en e ra l  W i l l ia m  T. Sherman on th e  c h a rg e  t h a t  he  h ad  

r e s c u e d  a p r i s o n e r  who was in  p o l i c e  c u s t o d y .  I n ­

v e s t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  V a n d e r v o r t  h ad  a r r e s t e d  a 

c i v i l i a n  who was engaged  in  an i n t e r r a c i a l  f i g h t .

The c i t i z e n  c la im ed  t o  be  a d e t e c t i v e ,  b u t  t h i s  was 

l a t e r  p roven  u n t r u e .  A p o l i c e m a n  gave t h e  c h i e f  o f  

p o l i c e  a f a l s e  r e p o r t  which  i m p l i c a t e d  t h e  c o r p o r a l .  

B a r t ra m  as k e d  Major Hoffman t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  b e c a u s e  

Sherman r e f u s e d  to  r e l e a s e  t h e  c o r p o r a l ,  even though 

th e  r e g im e n t  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  l e a v e  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

V a n d e r v o r t ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  B a r t r a m ,  was "one  o f  t h e  most 

r e l i a b l e  noncom o f f i c e r s  i n  / t h e  2 0 t h /  r e g i m e n t ,  and 

/ w a s /  a man o f  i n f i n i t e l y  more c h a r a c t e r  and e d u c a t i o n  

t h a n  f o u r  f i f t h s  o f  t h e  p o l ic e m e n  o f  New O r l e a n s . "

On Septem ber  20 V a n d e r v o r t  w r o t e  t o  Sherman and e x ­

p r e s s e d  h i s  i g n o r a n c e  a b o u t  m a t t e r s  o f  h i s  a r r e s t  and 

asked  f o r  a r e l e a s e .  Sherman r e l e n t e d  and f r e e d  

V a n d e rv o r t .  T here  i s  no  e v i d e n c e  o f  a t r i a l  o r  o t h e r  

a c t i o n  by  e i t h e r  t h e  r e g i m e n t  o r  by  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  

E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  o f  L o u i s i a n a .

By t h e  f a l l  o f  1865 t h e  m i l i t a r y  saw no n e e d  

o f  k e e p in g  t h e  men o f  t h e  2 0 t h ,  2 6 th  and 3 1 s t  U. S.

330B a r t ra m  t o  Hoffman S e p t .  2 7 ,  1865, R eg t .  
P a p e r s - L e t t e r s  20 th  USCT, RG 9 4 ;  Compiled  S e r v i c e  
R e c o rd ,  Corp. H. V a n d e r v o r t  Co. H, 2 0 th  USCT, RG 94 .
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C o lo re d  Troops i n  u n i f o r m .  On S ep tem b er  9 t h e  2 6 th  was 

m u s te r e d  o u t  a H i l t o n  Head and p r o c e e d e d  t o  New York.

T h ree  days l a t e r  th e  2 0 th  l e f t  M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend t o  be  

m u s t e r e d  o u t  i n  New O r l e a n s  and th e n  s a i l e d  f o r  New York 

C i t y  f o r  f i n a l  d i s c h a r g e  and paym ent .  The 3 1 s t  was 

a l s o  m u s te red  o u t  i n  New O r lean s  a f t e r  s e r v i n g  in  

T ex as ,  I t  was d i s b a n d e d  on November 7 and a r r i v e d  in  

H a r t f o r d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  on th e  24 th  f o r  f i n a l  payment and 

d i s c h a r g e .  33*

Very few b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  from t h e  t h r e e  r e g im e n t s  

rem a in ed  in  t h e  S o u th ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  t o  go t o  New 

York or  C o n n e c t i c u t  f o r  t h e i r  f i n a l  p a y .  The r e c o r d  

i n d i c a t e s ,  h o w ev e r ,  t h a t  a number o f  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  2 0 th  

Regiment w ere  m u s te r e d  o u t  and d i s c h a r g e d  i n  New O r le a n s  

f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  r e m a in in g  in  t h e  S o u t h .  I t  i s  n o t  

known how lo n g  t h e y  rem a in e d  t h e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  David  P i l l s -  

w o r th  a p p l i e d  f o r  a p e n s i o n  i n c r e a s e  i n  1887 from h i s  

r e s i d e n c e  i n  B rook lyn  and John  H a b b e r to n  spoke in  New 

York i n  1 8 8 6 .332

S ^ l S p e c i a l  O rde r  No, 47 d a t e d  Aug. 9 ,  1865, R eg t .  
P a p e r s - I s s u a n c e  2 6 th  USCT, RG 94 ;  S p e c i a l  O rd e r  No. 56 
d a t e d  S e p t .  12 ,  1865, Regt P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s , 2 0 th  
USCT, RG 94; J* N. B u t l e r  t o  Commander Depot Camp, H a r t ­
f o r d ,  Nov. 23 ,  1865, R e g t ,  P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s  3 1 s t  USCT, RG 9 4 .

332A. H, McDonald t o  M ajor  A l f r e d  F re e d b u ry  O c t .
14,  1865, R e g t .  P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s , 2 0 th  USCT, RG 94;  P i l l s -  
w o r th  t o  M. V. T ie r n e y  May 2 4 ,  1887 ,  in  D av id  J .  P i l l s -  
w o r th  F i l e  i n  2 0 th  Reg im ent  USCI f o l d e r ,  New-York H i s t o r i ­
c a l  S o c i e t y ;  f o r  H a b b e r t o n ' s  comments s e e  B an q u e t  G iven  by 
Members o f  t h e  Union League Club o f  1863 and l8 6 T . Re- 
m a m in g  m  "STe S ou th  w ere  1 s t  L t . T e n j a m i n  A r m b r u s t e r ,  
W i l l i a m  Van Orun, Bruno T rom bly ,  W i l l i a m  C o o p e r ,  John  
H a b b e r to n ,  and J .  K. G a rd n e r .  2nd L t .  C h a r l e s  A. J e n k i n s ,  
and A. W. C h a r l e s .  C a p t a i n s  Henry H. R o u s e ,  David  J .  
P i l l s w o r t h  and W i l l i a m  Moore. A l l  t h e  com m iss ioned  o f f i c e r s  
o f  Co. H rem a in ed .
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When t h e  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s  l e f t  New York t h e y  

w ere  h a i l e d  by th e  R e p u b l ic an  community and w i s h e d  

lu c k  and Godspeed by many p ro m in e n t  members o f  Mah- 

h a t t a n .  A l though  t h e  Union League Club r a i s e d  $98 t o  

c o v e r  e x p e n s e s  f o r  a r e c e p t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n i n g  2 0 th  

R eg im en t ,  w h i t e  New Y orkers  had  l i t t l e  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  

t h e  v e t e r a n s .  A s u r v e y  of  th e  T im e s . T r i b u n e , H e r a ld  

and o t h e r  w h i t e  p a p e r s  o f  t h e  C i ty  i n d i c a t e d  no p r e s s
77 7

co v e ra g e  o f  t h e  r e g i m e n t s 1 d i s c h a r g e .  The A lbany  

Ne\\rs d e s c r i b e d  how 200 b l a c k  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  

met w i th  r e t u r n e e s  from th e  5 4 th  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  V o lu n ­

t e e r s  and th e  2 6 th  Regiment U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o l o r e d  

T ro o p s .  The 54th  were  t e n d e r e d  a r e c e p t i o n  i n  B o s to n  

w i t h  G overnor  Jo h n  Andrews in  a t t e n d a n c e .  The News 

a s k e d ,  ’’b u t  w ha t  s h a l l  we s a y  f o r  t h i s  c o p p e rh e a d  

s t a t e  i n  w hich  we l i v e ?  And t h i s  i t s  c a p i t a l  c i t y ? ” ^ ^

The c r u e l  war  t h a t  p i t t e d  b r o t h e r  a g a i n s t  

b r o t h e r  and m a s t e r  a g a i n s t  s l a v e  was f i n a l l y  o v e r .  The 

lo n g  m a rc h e s ,  t h e  days o f  d e p r i v a t i o n ,  t h e  a n g u i s h e d  c r y  

o f  t h e  wounded,  t h e  u t t e r  h o r r o r  o f  t h e  dead  was a t

33^Union League Club o f  New York R e p o r t  o f  
V i n c e n t  C o ly e r  on th e  R ec e p t io n  and Care  o f  t h e  S o l d i e r s  
R e t u r n i n g  From tTTe War. P r e s e n t e d  S ep te m b er  l 4 , 186!> 
CNeiTYoYk TS5T)", T T . ' ----------------------------------------

^ ^ A l b a n y  News, O c to b e r  12,  1865 as  c i t e d  i n  Weekly 
A nglo- A f r i c a n ,  November 4, 1865. The Albany r e c e p t i o n  was 
a r r a n g e d  by t h e  Female Lundy S o c i e t y ,  S i n g i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
(A.M.E. c h u r c h ) ,  Lovejoy  S o c i e t y  ( f e m a l e ) ,  Union M ite  
( B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ) ,  Female L in c o ln  Union A id  S o c i e t y  B oa rd  
A s s o c i a t i o n  and Sewing C i r c l e  (A.M.E. c h u r c h ) ,  B .B .B .  C lu b ,  
American  E q u a l  R ig h t s  League and th e  J e p t h a h  Lodge No. 17 
A.Y.M. A b a n q u e t  f o r  th e  r e t u r n i n g  s o l d i e r s  was h e l d  on 
S ep tem b er  19.
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l a s t  en d ed .  611 men o f  t h e  t h r e e  b l a c k  reg im e n ts  d id  

n o t  r e t u r n .  T h e i r  b lo o d  m in g led  w i th  t h e  d u s t  and th e  

mud, t h e i r  b o d i e s  n u r t u r i n g  th e  S o u th e r n  s o i l .  F o r  them 

t h e i r  dreams w ere  f o r e v e r  s h a t t e r e d .  And many w ere  

m i s s i n g .  What o f  George H azard  who was w i th  the  3 1 s t  

Regiment a t  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  o f  th e  P e t e r s b u r g  mine? What 

was t o l d  h i s  s i s t e r  who a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  

h i s  w h e r e a b o u t s  f i v e  months a f t e r  t h e  C o n fed e racy  h ad  

s u r r e n d e r e d ?  What co u ld  be  t o l d  Mary Dana ab o u t  w ar  

and d e a t h  when ads f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h e r  son  A l f r e d  

who was l a s t  h e a r d  from on May 17 ,  1865 a t  P e t e r s b u r g  

w en t  unan sw e red  f o r  t h r e e  months and th e n  s to p p e d ?  Did 

he  s u d d e n l y  a p p e a r  a t  h e r  d o o r s i d e  o r  d id  a s t r a n g e r  i n ­

form h e r  o f  h i s  m angled  and b u r i e d  body in  Old V i rg in n y ?

Did anyone know John  K. J a c k s o n ?  He s e r v e d  in  t h e  2 6 th
335U .S .C .T .  H is  w i f e  was l o o k i n g  f o r  him.

As f o r  th e  l i v i n g ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n  c o n t in u e d  to  

p l a g u e  them , a l t h o u g h  Congress  d e c id e d  in  March 1865 to  

r e c o g n i z e  a l l  e n l i s t e e s  a s  f reedm en a t  th e  d a t e  o f  e n ­

l i s t m e n t  and g r a n t e d  them f u l l  s t a t e  b o u n t i e s  e q u a l  to

335jhe ad o f  E. H i l l  o f  A rg y le ,  Washington County,  
New York f o r  in fo r m a t io n  about George Hazard appeared in  
the  Weekly A n g l o -A f r i c a n , September 3 ,  1865; A lfr e d  Dana 
s e r v e d  in  Co. l , 3 1 s t  USCT. Ads f o r  h i s  whereabouts appear­
ed i n  I b i d . ,  August 19,  2 6 ,  September 3, 9 ,  16, O c to b e r  7 ,  
2 1 ,  1865; Ads f o r  in fo r m a t io n  about John K. Jackson appear­
ed in  I b i d . ,  August 12, 19,  26 ,  September 3, 9 ,  16 ,  and 
November 4 ,  1865.
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t h o s e  o f  w h i t e s . 336 As b o u n ty  money and p e n s io n  g r a n t s  

became a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  u n s c r u p u l o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  who had  

c h e a t e d  t h e  r e c r u i t s  p r e v i o u s l y  came b ack  t o  f l e e c e  

new v i c t i m s .  The Weekly A ng lo - A f r i c a n  in fo rm ed  s o l d i e r s  

who h ad  n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  b o u n ty  t o  ap p ly  f o r  i t  a t  

the  U. S. Army Agency a t  64 B l e e k e r  S t r e e t  i n  New York 

C i t y .  George Le V e r e ,  t h e  fo rm e r  c h a p l a i n  o f  th e  20 th  

R eg im en t ,  w arn ed  v e t e r a n s  t h a t  d e v io u s  men c l a im in g  t o  

be b o u n ty  a g e n t s  w ould  " h e l p "  them g e t  th ro u g h  th e  b u r e a u ­

c r a t i c  mess o f  o b t a i n i n g  a p e n s i o n ,  b o u n ty  o r  back  pay  

f o r  a f e e  which  o f t e n  amounted t o  o n - h a l f  o f  t h e  c l a im .

He a d v i s e d  them to  go t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  S a n i t a r y  

Commission a t  35 Chambers S t r e e t  i n  M a n h a t ta n ,  where
T 77

th e y  c o u l d  f i l e  t h e i r  c l a im s  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e .

Some o f f i c e r s  h ad  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a i n i n g  t h e i r  

f i n a l  pay due t o  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  s e t t l e  a l l  a c c o u n ts  

p r i o r  to  t h e i r  d i s c h a r g e .  C o lo n e l  B a r t ra m  h a d  h i s  pay  

h e l d  up b e c a u s e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e ra l  

C. W. F o s t e r ,  he  owed John  Rugard o f  New O r le a n s  $12 5 f o r  

wood t a k e n  by t h e  2 0 th  R eg im en t .  The c o l o n e l  was f i n a l ­

ly  d i s c h a r g e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  h i s  f i n a l  pay  a t  t h a t

An A c t  A pproved March 3 ,  1865 p r o v i d e d  f o r  
$100 b o u n ty  i f  e n l i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  O c to b e r  14,  1863. I f  
e n l i s t e d  i n  o l d  r e g i m e n t  a f t e r  O c to b e r  24, 1863 b u t  p r i o r  
to  A p r i l  1 ,  1 8 6 4 - -$ 3 0 0 .  I f  e n l i s t e d  in  new r e g im e n t  a f t e r  
December 24 ,  1863 b u t  p r i o r  t o  A p r i l  1 ,  1 8 6 4 - -$ 3 0 0 .  I f  
e n l i s t e d  b e tw e en  A p r i l  1 ,  1864 and J u l y  1 7 ,  1 8 6 4-$100 ,  War 
o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , S e r .  3 ,  V, 65 9 -6 6 0 .

3 3 7weekly Anglo- A f r i c a n . November 18,  186 5.
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t i m e ,  and i t  i s  n o t  known hot* t h e  m a t t e r  was s e t t l e d . 33®

F a i l u r e  t o  s e t t l e  d e b t s  a f f e c t e d  s e v e r a l  

o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  2 6 th  R eg im en t .  On S ep tem b er  2 0 ,  1865 ,

C. W, Thomas, Major  and C h i e f  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r ,  D ep a r tm en t  

o f  South  C a r o l i n a  a t  H i l t o n  Head in fo rm e d  B r e v e t  L t .

C o lo n e l  W. L, M. B u r g e r ,  A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l ,  

H e a d q u a r t e r s  D e p a r tm en t  o f  th e  S o u th  t h a t  th e  r e g im e n t  

was i s s u e d  t e n t s  i n  A ugus t  b e c a u s e  p r i o r  t o  d i s c h a r g e  

th e y  w ere  w i t h o u t  s h e l t e r .  The t e n t s  w ere  n o t  r e t u r n e d  

b u t  w ere  l e f t  s t a n d i n g  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  many w e re  l o s t  

o r  s t o l e n  b e f o r e  t h e  r e m in d e r  w ere  g a t h e r e d  up .  On 

O c to b e r  3 W, A. N i c h o l s ,  A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e ra l  in  

W ash in g to n ,  o r d e r e d  B r e v e t  L t .  C o lo n e l  R. J .  Dodge,

C h ie f  M u s te r in g  o f f i c e r  i n  New York C i t y ,  t o  w i t h h o l d  

d i s c h a r g e s  and f i n a l  paym ents  o f  th e  r e g i m e n t a l  commander, 

q u a r t e r m a s t e r  and t h e  commanding o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  companies 

u n t i l  t h e  governm ent  was r e i m b u r s e d . 339 T hree  weeks l a t e r  

A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e ra l  Thomas M. V in c e n t  n o t i f i e d  

Dodge t o  s t o p  paym ents  t o  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  J o s e p h  L. T u l l ,

338C. W. F o s t e r  t o  R, J .  Dodge November 13,  1865; 
Thomas L e s l i e  t o  Dodge November 14,  1865; F o s t e r  t o  Dodge 
November 15 ,  1865, Compiled S e r v i c e  R e c o rd ,  N e ls o n  B, 
B a r t ra m  C o lo n e l  2 0 th  USCT, RG 9 4 .

339C. W. Thomas t o  W. L. M. B u r g e r  Sep tem ber  2 0 ,  
1865, W, A. N ic h o l s  t o  R. J .  Dodge O c to b e r  3 ,  1865, R eg t .  
P a p e r s - - L e t t e r s  2 6 th  USCT, RG 9 4 .
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L t .  E l l e r y  L. M i l l e r  and C a p ta in  Aaron C, McDonald.

T u l l  and M i l l e r  were a c c u s e d  o f  l o s i n g  be tw een  them 

$ 2 ,0 1 4 .7 2  w orth  o f  eq u ip m en t .  ^40

On O cto b e r  25 V i n c e n t  o r d e r e d  Dodge t o  pay 

C o lo n e l  G u ernsey ,  C a p ta in  McDonald, L i e u t e n a n t  M i l l e r  

and to  g r a n t  them h o n o r a b l e  d i s c h a r g e s  b u t  t o  w i t h ­

h o l d  pay and d i s c h a r g e  from L i e u t e n a n t  T u l l ,  t h e  a c t ­

i n g  r e g i m e n t a l  q u a r t e r m a s t e r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  on th e  

same day V in c e n t  s e n t  a l e t t e r  o f  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  Dodge, 

g r a n t i n g  T u l l  h i s  d i s c h a r g e  and p a y . ^ *

In 1861 v e ry  few i n d i v i d u a l s  w ere  w i l l i n g  t o  

a c c e p t  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a rm ing  b l a c k s  t o  a s s i s t  in  su  - 

p r e s s i n g  t h e  r e b e l l i o n ,  b u t  as t h e  e v e n t s  o f  war  p r o ­

g r e s s e d  and th e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  s l a v e r y ’ s demise b e ­

came n e c e s s a r y ,  b l a c k s  w ere  p u t  i n t o  u n i fo rm  t o  h e l p  

c r u s h  t h e  C o n fed e racy .  Many w h i t e s  who e a r l i e r  d o u b te d  

th e  wisdom o f  arming b l a c k s  became t h e i r  b i g g e s t  b o o s t e r s

^ ^ I b i d . , Thomas M. V i n c e n t  t o  R. J .  Dodge O c to b e r  
2 4 f 1865; S t a t e m e n t  showing  th e  num ber  o f  t e n t s  and t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  c o s t  abandoned b y  L i e u t s .  J .  L. T u l l  and E. L. 
M i l l e r . . . .  (no d a te )  1865 ,  R e g t .  P a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s ,
RG 94 .  T u l l  was a c c u se d  o f  ab a n d o n in g  2 h o s p i t a l  t e n t s ,
2 h o s p i t a l  f l i e r ,  2 s e t s  p o l e s ,  36 l a r g e  s e t  p i n s ,  75 
common t e n t s ,  75 s e t  p o l e s  and 1 ,0 0 0  p i n s .  M i l l e r  was 
c h a rg e d  w i th  l o s i n g  2 w a l l  t e n t s ,  2 s e t s  p o l e s ,  2 w a l l  
t e n t s  f l i e r s ,  24 w a l l  t e n t s  p i n s ,  125 common t e n t s ,  125 
s e t s  p o l e s  and 1,800 p i n s .  The eq u ip m e n t  was v a l u e d  a t  
$ 8 ,6 7 7 ,4 1  when new. A f t e r  f i g u r i n g  o u t  th e  d e p r e c i a t i o n  
v a l u e  t h e  government r e a c h e d  t h e  $ 2 ,0 1 4 .7 2  f i g u r e .

^ V i n c e n t  t o  Dodge O c to b e r  2 5 ,  1865; V i n c e n t  t o  
Dodge O c to b e r  25, 1865 ( l e t t e r  o f  m o d i f i c a t i o n ) , Compiled 
S e r v i c e  Record 2nd L t .  J o s e p h  L. T u l l ,  Co, F,  2 6 th  USCT,
RG 9 4 .



a f t e r  w a tc h in g  t h e  " c o l o r e d ” t r o o p s  p ro v e  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  

on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  The w ar  was o v e r ,  b u t  t h e  n a t i o n  

had  t o  b i n d  th e  wounds o f  f o u r  y e a r s  and commence th e  

slow h e a l i n g  p r o c e s s .  Not o n ly  d i d  t h e  w ar  d e s t r o y  

s l a v e r y  b u t  i t  r a i s e d  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y .  

Concerned o b s e r v e r s  in  New York and e l s e w h e r e  w a i t e d  

t o  s e e  i f  t h e  b l a c k  m an 's  s a c r i f i c e  a t  O l u s t e e ,  M i l ­

l i k e n ' s  b e n d ,  and Honey H i l l  w ould  b e  r e w a rd e d  w i th  

i n c r e a s e d  r i g h t s  in  th e  N o r t h .



CHAPTER V I I

RACE RELATIONS IN NEW YORK STATE: 186 5-1870

The C i v i l  War i n i t i a l l y  was fo u g h t  by  th e  

U n ion ,  w h i l e  t h e  C onfede racy  took  up arms t o  p r o t e c t  

i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  In  t h e  l a t t e r  p h a s e  o f  

t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  e m a n c ip a t io n  became t h e  g r e a t  m o ra l  

i s s u e ,  a l th o u g h  i t  a r o s e  from m i l i t a r y  n e c e s s i t y ,  C,

Van Woodward has  conc luded  t h a t  e q u a l i t y  became t h e  

t h i r d  w ar  aim o f  t h e  r a d i c a l s . ^42 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  many 

r a d i c a l s  were  a d v o c a te s  o f  w h i t e  su p rem a cy ,  a f a c t  

which  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them " t o  r e v o l u t i o n i z e  

t h e  s o u t h e r n  s o c i a l  o r d e r  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  im p ro v in g  t h e  

s t a t u s  o f  n o r t h e r n  N e g r o e s . " ' ^ ’*

What im pact  d id  t h e  w ar  hav e  on b l a c k - w h i t e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  New York S t a t e ?  On J a n u a r y  8 , 1865 

G e n e ra l  Benjam in  F, B u t l e r  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  Negro t r o o p s  

o f  t h e  Army o f  t h e  James and t o l d  them t h a t  t h e y  h a d

342c .  Vann Woodward, The B urden  o f  S o u th e r n  
H i s t o r y  (B a ton  Rouge, 1 9 6 0 ) ,  7 7 ^ 7 8 . s e e  a l s o  James 
McPherson,  The S t r u g g l e  f o r  E q u a l i t y : A b o l i t i o n i s t s
and t h e  Negro in  t h e  C i v i l  War and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
( P r i n c e t o n 7 19T7 ) , Z2 1 ,

McPherson,  The S t r u g g l e  f o r  E q u a l i t y . 2 22.
See V. Jacque V o e g e l i .  PreTT'But Not H quai: The Mid­
w e s t  and the  Negro PurinF~Bie~TiyTT War (.ChicagoT*"T967) , 
178; C. vann Woodward, American C o u n te r p o in t : S la v e r y
and Racism in  the  North-South D ia lo g u e  (B o s to n ,  l § 7 i j .  
T5T-TF5T-------------------------------------------------



p ro v e n  th e m s e lv e s  in  b a t t l e s .  ’’With t h e  b a y o n e t , ” he  

commented, "you have u n lo c k e d  th e  i r o n - b a r r e d  g a t e s  

o f  p r e j u d i c e ,  o p e n in g  new f i e l d s  o f  f re ed o m , l i b e r t y ,  

and e q u a l i t y  o f  r i g h t s  t o  y o u r s e l f  and y o u r  r a c e  f o r ­

e v e r . "  S p e ak in g  a t  t h e  New York S t a t e  S o l d i e r s '  Depot 

on May 2 0 ,  G overnor  Reuben E. Fen ton  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  

" t h e  s o l d i e r s  have made t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  In d e p en d e n ce  

a l i v i n g  embodiment o f  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  a l l  men a r e  e n ­

dowed w i t h  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y  and 

t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o l o r  o f  

t h e i r  c o m p le x i o n . "  F i f t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  Henry W. B e l low s  

o f  t h e  Union League Club s t a t e d  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  

made t h e  b l a c k  man a c i t i z e n  and " p u t  him on a l e v e l  

w i t h  t h e  w h i t e s . " 3 4 4  Such comments w ere  g r a n d i o s e  b u t  

i n a c c u r a t e .  As C. Vann Woodward h as  n o t e d ,  " e q u a l i t y  

was a f a r  more r e v o l u t i o n a r y  aim th a n  f r e e d o m . , . . "  A 

s i m i l a r  view was e x p r e s s e d  n i n e t y - f i v e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  by 

th e  American C o l o n i z a t i o n  S o c i e t y ,  which  c o n c lu d e d  

t h a t  " t h e  end o f  t h e  w ar  w i l l  be b u t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

t h e  n e g ro  q u e s t i o n . " 3 4 3  The C i v i l  War showed t h a t  

b l a c k s  w ere  l o y a l  t o  t h e  Union; now t h e y  w a n te d  t o  know 

i f  t h e  N or th  c o u ld  " c o n q u e r  i t s  r a c e  b i a s  as t o  e l i m i n a t e

344New York Times f January 12, 1865 ; New York 
Tribune. May"T2 . 1868; (Jnion League Proceedings at the 
Dinner of the Early Members of the Union league TTTub of 
the t i i t y  of NevTVorK TuesdayHflay 20. TWO (New York.
TWO) , 2 0 .

345^00^32-^^ Burden o f  S o u th e r n  H i s t o r y . 79: 
F o r t y - E i g h t  Annaul R e p o r t  o f Th 'W American  C o l o n i z a t i o n  
S o c i e t y  w i t h ~Frocee'3Tngs o f *the Annual M e e t in g  and o t  ‘ 
t h e  b o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s , J a n u a ry  1 7 ,  1865 [W a s h in g to n , 
1 8 8 5 ) ,  8-9 •



s e g r e g a t i o n , "  in  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e  jo b  

m a rk e t  and in  th e  r i g h t  o f  s u f f r a g e .

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  r a c i s m  was v e ry  much a l i v e  in  

New Y ork .  T here  w ere  some h i n t s  t h a t  p e r h a p s  r e a s o n ­

in g  and good w i l l  w ere  c h i p p in g  away a t  t h e  i n g r a i n e d  

p r e j u d i c e ,  b u t  t h i s  was i l l u s o r y .  In  1864 ,  a f t e r  t h e  

widow o f  S g t .  W i l l ia m  Anderson o f  Company F ,  2 6 th  

U . S . C . T . , was removed from t h e  w h i t e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

8 th  Avenue R a i l r o a d  by a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  Union 

League C lu b ,  t h e  P o l i c e  C om m iss ioner ,  Thomas C. A c to n ,  

and t h e  M erch an ts  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  combined t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  remove r a c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 

t h e  l i n e  i n  New York C i t y . ^ ^  This  s u c c e s s  p ro v e d  t o  

be  a p a r t i a l  one as some w h i t e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  u se  t h e i r  

p r i v a t e  c a r r i a g e s  o r  a v o id e d  r i d i n g  on t h o s e  t r a i n s  

t h a t  h a d  b l a c k  p a s s e n g e r s .  R a c i a l  h o s t i l i t y  d i d  n o t  

d e c l i n e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i a l  v i c t o r y .

A l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  Weekly Anglo-  

A f r i c a n  i n  A ugust  1865 s i g n e d  by  H. H, G. ( p r o b a b l y  

H enry  H ig h la n d  G a rn e t )  w arned  t h a t  " t h e  demon o f  p r e ­

j u d i c e  h a s  j u s t  begun  t o  show h i s  h o r n s . . . . "  "A w ar  

o f  r a c e , "  h e  s t a t e d ,  " i s  q u i t e  p r o b a b l e . . . / f o r 7  we 

h a v e  r e a c h e d  th e  p o i n t  from which  t h e  m o s t  t h a t  i s  t o  

b e  done must b e  a c h ie v e d  by o u r s e l v e s , " 2 4 8

3 ^ L e s l i e  h # F i s c h e l ,  J r . ,  " N o r t h e r n  P r e j u d i c e  
and  Negro S u f f r a g e ,  1 8 6 5 -1 8 7 0 ,"  The J o u r n a l  o f  Negro 
H i s t o r y . XXXIX, 1 ,  ( J a n u a r y  1 9 5 4 ) ,  5 .

^ ^New York T im e s . J u n e  30,  1865.

3 4 8The Weekly A nglo- A f r i c a n . A ugus t  2 6 ,  1865.
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The d e a th  o f  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  in A p r i l  1865 

q u i c k l y  showed b l a c k  New Y o rk e rs  t h a t  a v e r s i o n  f o r  

them was n o t  a l l e v i a t e d  by th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  t h e i r  k i n ­

f o l k  on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  When L i n c o l n ' s  body was 

b r o u g h t  t o  M a n h a t tan  f o r  p u b l i c  v ie w in g ,  a d e b a te  d e ­

v e l o p e d  w h e th e r  b l a c k s  s h o u ld  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

s c h e d u l e d  A p r i l  25 p r o c e s s i o n .  The Common C o u n c i l  o f  

t h e  c i t y  r e f u s e d  t o  p e r m i t  them t o  march on th e  g rounds  

t h a t  t h e y  h ad  f i l e d  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  too  l a t e .  The 

War D ep a r tm en t  n o t i f i e d  G e n e ra l  Dix ,  commanding D e p a r t ­

ment o f  t h e  E a s t ,  on A p r i l  2 4 " t h a t  no  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

r e s p e c t i n g  c o l o r  s h o u l d  b e  e x e r c i s e d  in  a d m i t t i n g  p e r ­

sons  t o  th e  f u n e r a l  p r o c e s s i o n . . . . ” B e fo re  t h e  War 

D e p a r t m e n t ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  was known some New Y o rk e rs  

s u p p o r t e d  th e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n ' s  demand t o  b e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  p r o c e s s i o n ,  and P o l i c e  Commissioner Acton  in f o rm e d  

b l a c k s  t h a t  he  w ould  p r o v i d e  p o l i c e  p r o t e c t i o n  i f  t h e y  

w a n te d  t o  m a rc h .  The T r ib u n e  a rg u e d  t h a t  o p p o n en ts  o f  

b l a c k  m a rc h e r s  w ou ld  g l a d l y  s t e p  b a c k  and l e t  N egroes  

ru n  o f f  t o  f i g h t  b a t t l e s  i n  t h e i r  d e f e n s e .  I t  u rg e d  

them n o t  t o  b e  s a d d e n e d  by th e  e x c l u s i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

d i d  n o t  n eed  " b a n n e r s ,  m o t t o e s ,  r e g a l i a ,  e t c .  t o  c o n ­

v i n c e  anybody t h a t  t h e y  g r i e v e  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  o u r  good 

p r e s i d e n t . . . , "  The M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  o rg a n  The C h r i s ­

t i a n  A dvoca te  and J o u r n a l  denounced denounced th e  Common 

C o u n c i l ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  l e t  b l a c k s  march and b lam ed  on
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I r i s h  C a t h o l i c  P a p i s t  c o n t r o l .

B lack s  w e re  f i n a l l y  p e r m i t t e d  t o  m arch ,  b u t  

th e y  w ere  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n .  P o l i c e  p r o ­

t e c t i o n  was n o t  n e e d e d  as w e a l t h y  New Y o rk e rs  ch e e re d  

them on in  much t h e  same way t h e  2 0 th  Regiment U .S .C .T .  

r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  o v a t i o n s  a y e a r  e a r l i e r . ^50 An unknown 

b l a c k  woman s t r e e t  sw ee p e r  summed up t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  

h e r  p e o p l e  f o r  L i n c o l n  when s h e  s h o u t e d  on th e  c o r n e r  o f  

West Broadway and  C ana l  S t r e e t ,  ' h e  d i e d  f o r  me! he 

d i e d  f o r  me.’ God b l e s s  h i m j ' ^ *

L i n c o l n ,  t h e  m a r t y r e d  p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  E m a n c ip a to r ,  

was remembered.  On S ep tem ber  2 3 ,  1867, New York C i ty  

b l a c k s  c e l e b r a t e d  th e  4 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  th e  p r e l i m i n a r y  

E m an c ip a t io n  P r o c l a m a t i o n .  C o lo re d  L oya l  L eaguers  march 

down 7 th  Avenue t o  14 th  S t r e e t  and c ro s s to w n  t o  th e  Wash­

i n g t o n  Monument and th e n  to  F u l to n  S t r e e t  and Broadway.

From t h e r e  th e y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  L e f f e r t ' s  Park  where th e y  

were j o i n e d  by many fo rm e r  members o f  t h e  b l a c k  r e g i ­

ments r a i s e d  i n  t h e  c i t y . ^52

349por  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  War D e p t ' s .  Telegram  to  
Dix s e e  New York T im es ,  A p r i l  2 5 ,  1865; New York T r i b u n e ,  
A p r i l  2 4T “7 8 . 1 8 6 £: Tne C h r i s t i a n  A dvocate  and J o u r n a l  
(New Y o r k ) ,  A p r i l  277“ T85T:

^ ^ E v en in g  P o s t  (New Y o r k ) ,  A p r i l  2 6 ,  1865; New 
York T im e s , A p r i l  2 6 .  1865; New York T r i b u n e ,  A p r i l  2 6 , 
1565;*~The W o r ld . A p r i l  2 6 ,  l 8 6 S .

353-New York T r i b u n e , A p r i l  2 5 ,  1865.

352n6w York T im es ,  S ep te m b er  2 4 ,  1867.
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The Union League Club d i d  more than  any o t h e r  

group in  New York C i t y  t o  g r a n t  e q u a l i t y  t o  b l a c k s .

The Club was n o t  o n ly  a c t i v e  in  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  s t r e e t  

r a i l r o a d s  b u t  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  

armed f o r c e s  by p r o v i d i n g  them w i t h  a tem pora ry  home 

a t  th e  New York S o l d i e r s  D epo t .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1863 ,  i t  was c o n t in u e d  in  1865 t o  

p r o v i d e  f o r  th e  s i c k ,  d i s a b l e d  o r  f u r l o u g h e d  s o l d i e r s  

o f  t h e  s t a t e .  In l a t e  F e b r u a r y  1865 V in c e n t  C o l y e r ,  a 

Union L e a g u e r ,  was a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  De­

p o t ,  b u t  was r e l i e v e d  on Septem ber  5 ,  by Governor F en to n  

i n  an economy move. C o l y e r  p e r m i t t e d  no p r e j u d i c e  w h i l e  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  made b l a c k  

s o l d i e r s  e a t  in  t h e  k i t c h e n  and s l e e p  in  e i t h e r  t h e  

k i t c h e n ,  b a th ro o m  o r  t h e  b a s e m e n t .  He s e r v e d  th e  two 

r a c e s  a t  t h e  same t a b l e  u n l e s s  a ' ’c o l o r e d ” s o l d i e r  p r e ­

f e r r e d  t o  e a t  a l o n e .  W h i te s  who d i d  n o t  c a r e  f o r  t h e  new 

e a t i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re  t o l d  t o  go somewhere e l s e .

C o ly e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  no  one c o m p la in e d ,  a l th o u g h  t h e  h e l p  

was n o t  u se d  to  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  H is  l i b e r a l  p o l i c y  d i d  n o t  

a t t r a c t  many b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  who p r e f e r r e d  t o  s t a y  w i t h  

f a m i l i e s  o r  f r i e n d s .

353un j 0n League Club o f  New York R e p o r t  o f  V i n c e n t  
C o l y e r  on t h e  R e c e p t io n  and Care o f  t h e  S o i d i e r s H E e t u r n i n g  
T r o m t h e ‘l V a r . P r e s e n t e d  Sep tembe r “T  4 ,  186b [New York ,  186b)
T T T ,“ TI.
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Dudley C o rn i s h  w r o t e  in  19 56 t h a t  " t h e  Negro 

s o l d i e r  p ro v e d  t h a t  t h e  s l a v e  co u ld  become a man."  Yet 

i n  New York b l a c k  men w ere  s t i l l  n o t  g r a n t e d  th e  r i g h t  

o f  s u f f r a g e  on e q u a l  te rm s  w i t h  w h i t e s .  The C i v i l  War 

h ad  no im m edia te  im p a c t  on rem oving  t h e  $2 50 p r o p e r t y  

v a l u e  r e s t r i c t i o n  on b l a c k  v o t e r s - - a  b u rd e n  t h a t  d a t e d  

b a c k  t o  t h e  1821 s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  V o t in g  on e q u a l  

te rms w i t h  w h i t e s  was n o t  a l l o w e d  in  th e  Empire S t  ate 

u n t i l  1870 ,  when t h e  15th  Amendment t o  th e  F e d e r a l  

C o n s t i t u i o n  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t e s t .  Henry H igh­

l a n d  G a rn e t  s e t  t h e  to n e  when we gave  an a d d re s s  i n  th e  

H a l l  o f  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on F e b ru a ry  12,

1865. " I f  s l a v e r y  h as  b ee n  d e s t r o y e d  m e re ly  from n e c e s ­

s i t y , "  t h e  f o rm e r  s l a v e  s t a t e d ,  " l e t  e v e ry  c l a s s  be  e n ­

f r a n c h i s e d  a t  t h e  d i c t a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e . "  Speak ing  i n  

B o s to n  i n  A p r i l  1865 ,  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  o f  th e  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A n t i - S l a v e r y  S o c i e t y ,  F r e d e r i c k  Douglass  

d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  s u f f r a g e  p r e v e n t e d  b l a c k s  

from fo rm i n g  "an  i n t e l l i g e n t  judgem en t  r e s p e c t i n g  p u b l i c  

men and p u b l i c  m e a s u r e s . "  He added t h a t ,  s i n c e  th e y  w ere  

c o n s i d e r e d  i n f e r i o r  t o  w h i t e s ,  some b l a c k s  had  begun t o  

" p u t  a low e s t i m a t e  upon / t h e m /  s e l v e s ,  and t o  f e e l  t h a t "  

/ t h e y  h a d /  "no  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  l i k e  o t h e r  m e n . " ^ ^

354DU<iiey Cornish, The Sable Arm: Negro Troops in
the Union Army 1861- 1865 (New Y o rk 1966 originally publTsh- 
ecFin 1956J , Z9l; A Memorial Discourse; by Rev. Henry High­
land Garnet, Delivered in tlTe Hail of the House of Represen­
tatives. Washington City on Sabbath, February 12, 1865 
(Philadelphia, 1866), fiyjThiiip S>. Foner. frTe'Tife and 
Writings of Frederick Douglass (4 vols., New York, is)65),
I V / 1S9.



In New York v o i c e s  b eg an  t o  s p e a k  o u t ,  b u t  th e  

t im e  was n o t  y e t  r i p e  f o r  a s e r i o u s  d e b a t e  o f  th e  i s s u e .

The Albany E v en in g  J o u r n a l  c o n s i d e r e d  th e  f r a n c h i s e  " n o t  

a p r i v i l e g e , , . b u t  an i n h e r e n t  r i g h t  w hich  b e lo n g s  e q u a l l y  

t o  a l l . . . . "  J o h n  Van B u r e n ,  s p e a k i n g  in  Albany in  1865, 

c a l l e d  f o r  an end  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  

b l a c k s ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  c o n c r e t e  was a c c o m p l i s h e d .  The p r o ­

m in e n t  R e p u b l i c a n  j u r i s t  David  D. F i e l d ,  who e a r l i e r  had  

been a c t i v e  in  t h e  a n t i s l a v e r y  movement, was opposed  t o  

r e fo rm .  S p e a k in g  b e f o r e  a mass r a l l y  o f  New Yorkers  on 

F eb ru a ry  22 ,  1 8 6 6 ,  he s e t  f o r t h  t h e  view o f  many: ’The

e l e c t i v e  f r a n c h i s e  i s  n o t  a n a t u r a l  r i g h t ,  b u t  a p o l i t i ­

c a l  t r u s t . . . .  B ecause  t h e  b l a c k s  hav e  f o u g h t  f o r  th e

c o u n t r y ,  t h a t  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g iv e  them t h e  r i g h t
. ,355t o  g o vern  i t . '

By th e  A c t  o f  March 2 ,  186 7 ,  C ongress  e n f r a n c h i s e d

700,000 b l a c k  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  fo rm e r  C o n f e d e r a t e  s t a t e s  a t  

a t im e  when " c o l o r e d  men" c o u l d  n o t  v o t e  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,

New J e r s e y ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  D e la w a re ,  M a ry la n d ,  K en tucky ,

West V i r g i n i a ,  I n d i a n a ,  M ic h ig a n ,  I l l i n o i s ,  M i s s o u r i ,  

W is c o n s in ,  K a n s a s ,  and i n  Ohio o n ly  i f  t h e y  w ere  514 

w h i t e . 3 5 6  New York was n o t  a l o n e  i n  i t s  s t u b b o r n  r e s i s -

355Alb a n y  E ven ing  J o u r n a l , F e b r u a r y  15,  1867; New 
York T r i b u n e , O c t o b e r f r .  1865;  Howard K. B e a l e ,  The C r i t i ­
c a l  Y e a r s : A S tu d y  o f  Andrew Jo h n so n  and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n
TRTewToiTc, l V m T ? 7T : ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

356A d d re ss  o f  t h e  C o lo re d  Men’s B o rd e r  S t a t e  Conven­
t i o n ,  August  5 t* b ,“ 186* in  B a l t i m o r e ,  M a ry la n d .  For  r a c i s t  
r e s p o n s e s  t o  g r a n t i n g  t h e  v o t e  t o  b l a c k s  s e e  F o r r e s t  G. Wood 
The B lack  S c a r e : The R a c i s t  Response  t o  E m a n c ip a t io n  and
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  C B e rk e le y ,  70j , 80-107“



196

t a n c e  t o  change .  P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  b l a c k s  met i n  F e b r u a r y  

1865 to  a rg u e  t h a t  as 12,000 o f  t h e i r  number h a s  s e r v ­

ed  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  w ar  and  sh e d  b l o o k ,  th e y  s h o u l d  be  

g r a n t e d  t h e  f r a n c h i s e .  On O c to b e r  2 ,  1865 ,  t h e  v o t e r s  

o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  r e f u s e d  t o  g r a n t  t h e  

s u f f r a g e  to  a few th o u s a n d  A fro -A m e r ic a n s .  On December 

2 8 Georgetown v o t e r s  d e c id e d  o v e r  700 t o  one t o  r e s t r i c t  

t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  w h i t e s  o n ly .  U n d oub ted ly  many a c c e p t ­

e d  F r a n c i s  L i e b e r ' s  v ie w s .  The n o t e d  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t ,  

who h a d  t a u g h t  a t  S ou th  C a r o l i n a  C o l l e g e  and Columbia 

U n i v e r s i t y  and was a member o f  t h e  Union League Club o f  

New Y o rk ,  by  com par ing  s k u l l  t y p e s  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  w h i t e s  

w e re  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  d a r k e r  s k i n n e d  p e o p l e s  

and t h a t  b l a c k s  n ee d ed  y e a r s  o f  t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  

c o u l d  v o t e  w i s e l y .  The Union League Club c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  

h im  in  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  f reedmen h ad  t o  p ro v e  th e m s e lv e s

" f i t ” f o r  t h e  s u f f r a g e ,  a view p a r t l y  b a s e d  on t h e  ob-
357s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  u n e d u c a te d  im m ig ran ts  v o t e d  u n w i s e l y .

357P r o c e e d i n g s o f  t h e  S t a t e  E q u a l  R i g h t s ' Conven­
t i o n  o f  t h e  C o lo re d  PeopTe o f  P e n n sy T v a n ia ~ F e ld  in "“th e  
C i t y  oT H a r r i s b u r g . F e b ru a ry  8 t h , 9 th  and lO th  l"8 ? 5  ( n . p . , 
1 8 6 5 ) ,  4 ,  5 IT f o r  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  v o t e  s e e  Hew York H e r a l d . . 
O c to b e r  4 ,  1865; f o r  t h e  Georgetown v o t e  s e e  New York T im e s . 
December 30 ,  1865; James C. Mohr, The R a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s  
and Reform i n  New York During  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( l t n i c a .  1973) , 
2 31; ^ r a n k  T r e i d e l .  F r a n c i s  L i e b e r  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n tu ry  L i ­
b e r a l  (B a to n  Rouge, 1 5 4 ? ) ;  P a u l  f tenard  M i g l i o r e .  " The B u s i ­
n e s s  Community and th e  C i v i l  War" (Ph ,D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 5 ) , p. 3 b 1.
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By 1867 t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  e q u a l  s u f f r a g e  h ad  

become more h e a te d *  New Y o rk ’s C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con­

v e n t i o n  b eg a n  on J u n e  4. T here  were 97 R e p u b l ic an s  

o u t  o f  t h e  160 d e l e g a t e s .  When th e  c o n v e n t io n  w en t  

i n t o  r e c e s s  on S ep te m b e r  24 u n t i l  November 1 2 - - t h e  

d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n - - i t  r e f u s e d  t o  

make e q u a l  s u f f r a g e  an i s s u e  i n  t h e  c a n v a s s .  The 

D e m o c ra t i c  World a t t a c k e d  th e  R e p u b l ic a n  dom ina ted  

c o n v e n t i o n  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  s u b m i t  " a  r e s o l u t i o n  e n d o r ­

s i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  n e g r o  s u f f r a g e . "  Arguing 

t h a t  N o r t h e r n  R e p u b l i c a n s  w ere  h y p o c r i t i c a l  in  g r a n t ­

in g  th e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  t h e  f reedm en  b u t  n o t  to  t h e i r  

k i n  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  p a p e r  c h a rg e d  th e  p a r t y  o f  

L in c o l n  w i t h  r e f u s i n g  t o  p r e s e n t  th e  i s s u e  to  t h e  

v o t e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i t  would be  

d e f e a t e d ,  " a  c o n f e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  i s  f o r c i n g  on 

th e  s o u t h  a m easu re  t o o  o d io u s  t o  be t o l e r a t e d  a t  

h o m e .” The Democrats  won th e  e l e c t i o n ,  and th e r e b y  

e f f e c t i v e l y  ended  any h o p es  f o r  e q u a l  manhood s u f f r a g e . 358 

The R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  i n  t h e  Empire S t a t e  was

b a r e l y  a  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  a t  t h e  p o l l s .  A lthough  b l a c k s
359am ounted  t o  1.3% o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  in  1860,

358DeAlva Stanwood A le x a n d e r ,  A P o l i t i c a l  
H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  New York (4 v o T s . ,  New V o rk ,
1909j ,  ITT ,  184, 1 8 3 ,^ T 8 7 - i 8 8 ;  The W orld ,  Sep tem ber  
2 6 ,  2 7 ,  1867.

359Leo H i r s c h ,  J r . ,  "New York and th e  Negro  
From 1783 t o  1865 ,  P a r t  I I ,  "The Free Negro in  New 
Y o r k , "  J o u r n a l  o f  N egro  H i s t o r y .  XVI, 4 ,  (O c to b e r  
1 9 3 1 ) ,  T T T .-----------------------------------



t h e r e  w ere  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 , 0 0 0  b l a c k  m ales  who were 

i n e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  r e q u i r e ­

m en t .  G overnor  F e n t o n ’s m a j o r i t y  i n  1864 was ab o u t

8 .0 0 0 ,  and in  1866 ,  a " R a d i c a l  y e a r , "  i t  was o n ly

14 .0 0 0 .  I t  was assumed t h a t  most newly  e n f r a n c h i s e d  

b l a c k s  w ould  v o t e  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  t i c k e t .  3 6 6  In 1869 

more v o t e r s  a d d r e s s e d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  s u f f r a g e  

q u e s t i o n  th a n  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  new s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

A l though  many R e p u b l i c a n  p o l i t i c i a n s  w an ted  th e  f r a n ­

c h i s e  e x t e n d e d  t o  b l a c k s ,  th e y  w ere  c o n c e rn e d  ab o u t  

t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a w h i t e  b a c k l a s h  and f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  

s o f t  p e d a l l e d  t h e  s u f f r a g e  i s s u e . 3 6 1

In  1870 t h e  1 5 th  Amendment f i n a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  

t h e  p r o p e r t y  t e s t  f o r  b l a c k s ,  and on A p r i l  22 t h e  New 

York S t a t e  Assembly v o t e d  2 8 t o  3 t o  remove a l l  d i s ­

a b i l i t i e s  from b l a c k  males  tw e n ty -o n e  y e a r s  o l d  and 

o l d e r . 36  ̂ The b l e m i s h  t h a t  h a d  m a r re d  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  

n e a r l y  f i f t y  y e a r s  was f i n a l l y  w ip ed  away. Y e t ,  as 

b l a c k s  w e l l  knew, th e  r i g h t  o f  s u f f r a g e  d i d  n o t  n e c e s ­

s a r i l y  g u a r a n t e e  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y .

F a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  i n t e g a r t e d  s c h o o l s  d i d

3fi6 Mohr, The R a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s . 208-209 .

361phyiiis F r a n c i s  Field, "Republican and Black 
suffrage in New York State: The Grass Roots Response,"
in Robert P. Swierenga, ed., Beyond the Civil War Syn­
thesis : Political Essays of the riiv'il Vfar E ra  (.West-
port, Connecticut, T57SJ7 171, 151FI

362New York T im e s ,  A p r i l  2 2 ,  1870.



199

n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  

s c h o o l  sy s tem s  i n  M a n h a t ta n  and B ro o k ly n  n o t  o n ly  were  

r i g i d l y  s e g r e g a t e d ,  b u t  t h e  c o l o r e d  p r im a r y  s c h o o l s  in  

New York C i t y  e v e n t u a l l y  came u n d e r  w h i t e  a d m i n i s t r a ­

t i v e  c o n t r o l .  The number o f  " c o l o r e d ” p r i m a r y ,  grammar, 

n o r m a l ,  e v e n in g  and  c o r p o r a t e  s c h o o l s  i n  M a n h a t ta n  v a r i e d  

from e l e v e n  in  1860 t o  s e v e n t e e n  i n  1866 t o  f o u r t e e n  in  

1871 as e x p a n s io n  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  a l t e r e d  t h e  number. 

A t te n d a n c e  was g e n e r a l l y  as  many b l a c k  and w h i t e  young­

s t e r s  l e f t  s c h o o l  t o  r e p l a c e  men who had v a c a t e d  t h e  

docks and. w a re h o u s e s  f o r  t h e  army. N ine  h u n d re d  and 

f o r t y - f o u r  was t h e  a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  t h e  c o l o r e d  

p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  i n  1861 o u t  o f  2 ,4 2 6  s t u d e n t s ,  as com­

p a r e d  t o  769 o u t  o f  2 ,235  in  1864 and 785 o u t  o f  2 ,0 8 3
7 /: 7

s t u d e n t s  in  1870.

I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  w h i t e s  d i d  n o t  w an t  i n t e ­

g r a t e d  s c h o o l s  b e c a u s e  o f  f e a r s  t h a t  b l a c k s  w ould  b r i n g  

down t h e  l e v e l  o f  " q u a l i t y "  e d u c a t i o n .  A " s u r v e y "  by 

The World " i n d i c a t e d "  t h a t  b l a c k  p u p i l s  " p o s s e s s / e d 7  

more th a n  a v e r a g e  a b i l i t y  f o r  ’ s h o r t '  t a s k s  b u t  ^ w e r e /  

n o t  g e n e r a l l y  c a p a b l e  o f  lo n g  c o n t i n u e d  s t e a d y  e x e r t i o n . "  

The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  New York C i t y  Board

36^N i n e t e e n  A nnual  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Board  o f  Educa­
t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y . . .oTHjjew York f o r  t h e “T e a r  Ending  
DecemT5e,r"~ n . ~ T ff60 , 7Tjf T w e n t i e t h  AnnuaT R e p o r t . . . t o r  the  
Year  E nding  Dec. 3 1 . 1 8 6 4 . l i d ;  Twenty- Y i f t h  Annual Re­
p o r t .  . . t o r t h e  Y ea r  E nd ing  Dec. 5 l ,  1 8 6 6 . 4; Twenty- 
n i n t h  A n nuaT H fepor t . . .  f o r  tTuTVear E nd ing  Dec. 51,  1870,
89; Thirtieth Annual Report...for the Year tnding 
Dec. '71. 1871 m  -------------------------------------------------



o f  E d u c a t io n  f o r  1864 r e v e a l e d  t h a t  i n  the  b l a c k  

s c h o o l s  " t h e  a v e ra g e  d e g r e e  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  o n ly

f a i r ,  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  b e i n g  v e ry  i r r e g u l a r ,  and th e  

g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  n o t  o f  t h e  

h i g h e s t  g r a d e . "  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  R a n d a l l  recommended 

t h a t  w h i t e  p r i n c i p a l s  and w h i t e  t e a c h e r s  be s e n t  

i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  t o  improve th e  a t t e n d a n c e  and t h e  

s c h o l o r s h i p . 364 In h i s  r e p o r t  f o r  1865 ,  he s t a t e d  

" t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  ( b l a c k )  o f  s c h o o l s  

h a s  v e ry  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  

y e a r ;  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  o n ly  o f  t h e  w ho le  number o f  

c l a s s e s  h a v in g  p a s s e d  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x a m i n a t i o n . "  

Y e t  t h e  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  n o t  a l l  w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  

were p e r f o rm in g  a t  h ig h  l e v e l s ,  n o r  were  a l l  w h i t e  

t e a c h e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  to  be  e i t h e r  e f f i c i e n t  o r  com­

p e t e n t .

In th e  summer o f  1865 ,  C om m iss ioner  Adams, 

a  s c h o o l  o f f i c e r ,  s t a t e d  a t  a ceremony m ark in g  th e  

g r a n t i n g  o f  d ip lom as  f o r  C o lo re d  S c h o o l  No. 2 i n  

M a n h a t t a n ,  t h a t  he  d id  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  S ch o o l  Board  

w ou ld  v o t e  to  implement R a n d a l l ' s  s u g g e s t i o n .  Skep­

t i c a l ,  t h e  A n g lo - A f r i c a n  w arn ed  p a r e n t s  t h a t  t h e

364?w en ty - t h i r d  A nnual  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Board  
o f  E d u c a t io n  o f . . . New York f o r  t h e  Year  Ending  
December 5 i » T 7 6 4 . 16; The W o r ld . March l 6 . 1867.

365Twenty-fourth Annual Report. , . for the 
Year Endinĝ December 3 l, 1865 . 9.
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Board  o f  E d u c a t io n  m ig h t  u se  t h e  e x c u s e  o f  p o o r  

a t t e n d a n c e  t o  r e p l a c e  th e  b l a c k  t e a c h e r s  and  p r i n ­

c i p a l s .  U rg ing  p a r e n t s  t o  sen d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  

s c h o o l  l e s t  b l a c k  men and women l o s e  t h e i r  p o s i ­

t i o n s  and i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  y o u th ,  i t  commented, " s h a l l

w e ,  by o u r  own a c t ,  do j u s t  w h a t  o u r  enem ies  have
366d o n e - - c o n t i n u e  o u r  r a c e  in  i g n o r a n c e ? "

The f e a r s  were j u s t i f i e d  as t h e  B o a rd  of  

E d u c a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e s h a p e  and r e f o rm  t h e  c o l o r e d  

s c h o o l s .  In 1866 S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  R a n d a l l  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

t h e  c o l o r e d  s c h o o l s  w ere  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a 

Board  o f  E d u c a t io n  com mittee  " t o  whom t h e  a p p o in tm e n t  

and rem ova l  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  and th e  g e n e r a l  c a r e  and 

management o f  th e  s c h o o l s  hav e  b een  c o m m i t t e d . "  I t  

was c l e a r  t h a t  he  h ad  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  i n t e g r a t i n g  th e  

s c h o o l s ,  b e c a u s e  he p ro m ise d  to  b u i l d  more b l a c k  

s c h o o l s  "a s  r a p i d l y  as may b e  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  i n c r e a s e d  

a t t e n d a n c e  o f  c o l o r e d  p u p i l s . "367

B r o o k l y n ' s  a t t i t u d e  a b o u t  s e g r e g a t i o n  was s i m i ­

l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  M a n h a t ta n .  In  Ju n e  1866 Edward T. West 

h e l d  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  B rook lyn  B o ard  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  

b e c a u s e  he e n r o l l e d  h i s  c h i l d r e n  in  S c h o o l  No. 19 i n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  w here  he  r e s i d e d .  The Times r e p o r t e d ,  "They

36<>Weekly A nglo- A f r i c a n . A ugus t  12 ,  1865

367Twenty- fifth Annual Report of the Board of 
Education of the City. . .of New Vork for the Year EncT̂  
fng December 51. 1866. 2ITT
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w ere  d e n i e d  a d m i t t a n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  c o l o r ,  a l t h o u g h

t h e i r  a p p e a ra n c e  i s  i n  e v e r y  way r e s p e c t a b l e . "

S o c i a l  p r a c t i c e ,  n o t  l e g a l  c o d e s ,  k e p t  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n

o u t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s .  By a v o t e  o f  2 3 t o  14 t h e  B oa rd

a d o p te d  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  s t a t e d :

Inasmuch as t h e  Board  has  h e r e t o f o r e  
made a d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  t h e  w h i t e  
and c o l o r e d  c h i l d r e n  in  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s ,  and made p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  h a v ­
in g  them s e p a r a t e  and  a p a r t  from each 
o t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  r e s p e c t f u l l y  d e c l i n e  
t o  make any o t h e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t im e .

I t  was r e m a rk a b le  t h a t  th e  Board  i n s i s t e d  on h a v in g  

s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l s  in  1866 ,  when t h e r e  were  o n ly  8 8 6  

b l a c k  c h i l d r e n  in  th e  B ro o k ly n  s c h o o l  s y s tem  o f  56 ,413  

s t u d e n t s .

The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  B u f f a l o  com­

m ented  in  1870 t h a t  t h e  new ly  e n f r a n c h i s e d  v o t e r s  had  

a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e d u c a t i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  s i n c e  

a good v o t e r  must be e d u c a t e d .  U rg in g  t h a t  " e v e r y  a d ­

v a n t a g e  s h o u ld  be g r a n t e d  them / b l a c k s /  f o r  th e  e d u ­

c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  y o u t h ,  and n o t h i n g  s h o u l d  be w i t h h e l d  

which  w i l l  e l e v a t e  and improve t h e i r  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n , "  

h e  c o n c lu d e d  h i s  r e p o r t  by s t a t i n g ,  " I  f e e l  j u s t i f i e d  

i n  recommending a  l i b e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  / f o r  t h e  c o l o r e d  

s c h o o l /  f o r  t h e  coming y e a r . "  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  w ould

368New York T im es ,  J u n e  6 , 1866; T w e l f th  Annual  
R e p o r t  o f  tH e~Sup t .  o f  S ch o o ls  o f . . . B r o o k l y n . . . f o r  t h e  
Year En3 T n r^ a n T 3 l  .""TsSTTB r o o H y n . "T gg7 TT  5 . -------------



have been  c h e a p e r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  th e  f e w e r  t h a n  1 0 0

369b l a c k  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .

R e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  i n t e g r a t i o n  was i m p o s s i b l e ,  

b l a c k s  a t  a P o u g h k e e p s ie  c o n v e n t io n  in  1870 v o t e d  

t o  ' b u i l d  an academy, s e m in a r y ,  o r  h ig h  s c h o o l '  i n  

t h e  v i c i n i t y .

P r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War no n w h i te  w o r k e r s  w ere  

d e n ie d  a c c e s s  t o  good p o s i t i o n s  and o f t e n  h a d  to  

compete w i t h  im m ig ra n ts  f o r  th e  low p a y i n g  m e n i a l  j o b s  

t h a t  w ere  l e f t  o v e r .  War p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  

improve employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  b l a c k s .  T here  

i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  o r  Union L ea g u e r s  

spoke  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  i n  t h e  job  m a r k e t  o r  

even  p r o v i d e d  employment f o r  b l a c k s .  Some l a b o r  

l e a d e r s  u r g e d  w o rk e rs  t o  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r  s o  e m p lo y e rs  

c o u l d  n o t  u s e  the  c o l o r  i s s u e  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e m . ^ *

In March 1869,  th e  Times r e p o r t e d  on t h e  f r o n t  

p ag e  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e ,  "The Dusky R a c e , "  t h a t  m os t  

b l a c k s  h e l d  m e n i a l  p o s i t i o n s  such  as coachm en,  w a i t e r s ,  

b a r b e r s ,  lo n g sh o rem e n ,  w ash e rs  and i r o n e r s .  They 

found  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  good jo b s  b e c a u s e  "many 

members o f  t h e  T ra d e s  Unions r e f u s e  t o  work  on a b u i l d ­

in g  i f  c o l o r e d  men be em p lo y ed ."  On O c to b e r  2 8 ,  Man-

369Th ir ty - th ir d  Annual Report o f  the Superinten  
dent o f  The C ity o f B uffalo for  tne ifear Ending Dec. 3 l  
Tg7tT tffuHalo7T87T)7~977T8':

370New York T im es , Sep tem ber  2 4 ,  1870

^ 7^Summer E l i o t  M a t i s o n ,  "L ab o r  and t h e  N egro  
D u r in g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . "  The J o u r n a l  o f  Negro H i s t o r y ,  
X X X III ,  4 ( O c to b e r  194 8 ) T T 2 6 - 46'8:



h a t t a n  b l a c k s  formed t h e  New York C i t y  Labor  C o u n c i l  

t o  f i n d  jo b s  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  on e q u a l  l e v e l s  w i t h  

w h i t e s .  They p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  n o t e d  ' t h a t  

t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  c o l o r e d  p e r s o n s  in  t h i s  c i t y  from 

t h e  r i g h t  t o  l a b o r  i n  a lm o s t  e v e ry  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  i n ­

d u s t r y ,  i s  a s t r o n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  power which  t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  s l a v e r y  and c a s t e  s t i l l  h o l d s  o v e r  t h e  minds 

o f  o u r  w h i t e  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s . . . : "  In  A u g u s t ,  s i x t y  

odd b l a c k  d e l e g a t e s  t o  a U t i c a  c o n v e n t io n  demanded 

e q u a l  c i v i l  and employment r i g h t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  

" p a r t  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  R e b e l l i o n ,  w i t h o u t  w h ic h ,  m i l l i o n s  

more o f  d o l l a r s  and th o u sa n d s  more p r e c i o u s  l i v e s  

w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  ^ l o s t 7 . "  On August 24 ,  1870,  t h e  New 

York S t a t e  C o lo re d  L abor  C onv en t io n  convened  a t  S a r a ­

t o g a .  The p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  Reverend W i l l i a m  F. B u t l e r  

o f  New York C i t y ,  c i t e d  as t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  o b j e c t i v e ,  

"new f i e l d s  o f  l a b o r  f o r  t h e  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e "  b e c a u s e  

"many good m echan ics  w ere  w ork ing  i n  th e  s a l o o n s  o f

New-York b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere  e x c lu d e d  from w o rk in g  a t
372

t h e i r  t r a d e s . "

T h e re  w ere  t h o s e  b e n e v o l e n t  w h i t e s  who b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  c o l o n i z a t i o n  was t h e  answer t o  p r e j u d i c e  and r a c i s m .  

At a p u b l i c  m e e t in g  in  t h e  West P r e b y s t e r i a n  Church on 

W est  42nd S t r e e t  on F e b ru a ry  10,  1871 ,  t h e  R e v e ren d

372New York T im e s , March 2 ,  O c to b e r  29 ,  1869, 
A ugus t  2 5 ,  T770T^ e w  VorK T r i b u n e , A ugust  2 0 ,  1869.
See  a l s o  " t h e  Church and th e  W egro ,"  C h r i s t i a n  Advo­
c a t e  and  J o u r n a l  (New Y o r k ) , March 22 ,  1866.
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H. D. Ganse ( w h i t e )  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  go t o  A f r i c a  

as m i s s i o n a r i e s  b e c a u s e  th e y  would  f i n d  e q u a l i t y  t h e r e .

The R everend  Dr.  J o e l  P a r k e r  s a i d  t h a t  $147 .35  w ould  

pay  f o r  a e m i g r a n t ' s  e x p e n se s  t o  A f r i c a  and s u s t e n a n c e  

f o r  s i x  m on ths .  The Reverend  Dr. H a s t i n g s ,  p a s t o r  o f  

th e  c h u r c h ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  500 had  a p p l i e d  t o  l e a v e  b e ­

tween J a n u a r y  1 and  th e  26 and t h a t  t h e r e  were  1 ,000
•zn t

w a i t i n g  f o r  means o f  t r a n s p o r t a i o n .

Most p e o p l e ,  h o w ev e r ,  who th o u g h t  a b o u t  e m i g r a t ­

i n g  u s u a l l y  changed  t h e i r  minds b e f o r e  d e p a r t i n g  f o r  

A f r i c a .  An e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  American C o l o n i z a t i o n  

S o c i e t y  r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1865 t o  1872 showed t h a t  

th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  e m ig r a n t s  t o  L i b e r i a  came from t h e  

fo rm e r  s l a v e h o l d i n g  s t a t e s .  New York S t a t e  s e n t  s e v e n  

s e t t l e r s ,  and t h o s e  i n  1865. Among them was Henry W. 

J o h n s o n ,  a la w y e r  from C a n an d a ig u a .  He w ro te  from 

M onrov ia  on A u g u s t  10 ,  1865 t h a t  he l i k e d  L i b e r i a  b e ­

ca u se  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  'h a v e  t h e  manly b e a r i n g  o f  h i g h  

m inded  and i n t e l l i g e n t  f reem en]  B lac k  Men o f  A m e r ic a ]

What a shame t h a t  you do n o t  come h e r e  and  a i d  th e  young 

R e p u b l i c ] ' ^ 4  B l a c k  New Y orke rs  who h ad  h e a r d  a l l  t h e  

a rgum en ts  i n  f a v o r  o f  m i g r a t i o n  w an ted  t o  s t a y  i n  A m er ica  

i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  A m erican  p ro m ise  o f  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y

373ncw York T im e s . A p r i l  17,  1871. For  A f ro -  
A m erican  m i s s i o n  work in  A f r i c a  s e e  W i l l i a m  S e r a i l e ,
" B la c k  A m erican  M i s s i o n a r i e s  in  A f r i c a ,  1 8 2 1 -1 9 2 5 ."
The S o c i a l  S t u d i e s , L X I I I ,  5 ,  (O c to b e r  1 9 7 2 ) ,  198-202 .

374F0 r t y - N in th  Annual  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  American  
C o l o n i z a t i o n " s i d c i e t y  w i t h  t h e  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  Annual  
M e e t in g  and o f  t h e  Board  o f  D i r e c t o r s  J  a n u a ry  ' l 6 , 1&61T" 
( W a s h in g to n ,“"T8 6 6 ) , 1 2 -1 3 .
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become t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  r e a l i t y .

P r e j u d i c e  i s  b a s e d  on i g n o r a n c e .  A fro -  

Americans w ere  d e t e s t e d  b e c a u s e  in  Am erica  b l a c k  was 

th e  badge o f  s l a v e r y  and i m p l i e d  i n f e r i o r i t y .  On 

J u l y  4,  1865 a p a r t y  o f  A f r o - C a n a d ia n s  came t o  Roches­

t e r  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  t h e a t e r .  S in c e  t h e y  w ere  w e l l  man­

n e r e d ,  e l e g a n t l y  d r e s s e d  and v i s i b l y  c u l t u r e d ,  th e  

u s h e r  assumed t h a t  t h e y  w e re  Cubans and gave  them th e  

b e s t  s e a t s .  O th e r  p a t r o n s  co m p la in e d  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s ­

ence o f  " n i g g e r s "  b u t  once t h e  u s h e r  in fo rm e d  them 

t h a t  t h e y  were Cubans ,  th e  c o m p la in in g  p a t r o n s  w en t  

ove r  and met t h e  p a r t y ,  e x c h a n g in g  p l e a s a n t r i e s  and 

c a l l i n g  c a r d s .  Y e t ,  as t h e  R o c h e s t e r  E x p re s s  commented, 

"any humble c o l o r e d  A m er ican  who s h o u ld  h a v e  h ad  t h e  

money enough to  s p a r e  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  w ould  have  been 

p u t  o u t , "375

Im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  ended  th e  B a p t i s t s  

and M e th o d i s t s  i n  New York made some a t t e m p t s  t o  im­

p ro v e  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  b l a c k s ,  an d ,  i n  th e  c a se  

o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s ,  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a m e rg e r  be tw een  the  

M e th o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  and t h e  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  

C h u r c h e s .  376 j n  t h e f a n  Df  1865 t h e  New York B a p t i s t  

M is s io n a r y  C o n v en t io n  met i n  P a lm y ra .  The B oard  o f

^ ^ R o c h e s t e r  E x p re s s  (no  d a t e )  as c i t e d  i n  Weekly 
Anglo A f r i c a n . A ugust  19,  1865.

376Ena L. F a r l e y ,  " M e t h o d i s t s  and B a p t i s t s  on th e
I s s u e  o f  B lack  E q u a l i t y  i n  New York 1865 t o  1 8 6 8 ,"  J o u r n a l
o f  Negro H i s t o r y . LXI, 4 ,  ( O c o tb e r  1 9 7 6 ) ,  374-392 .



Managers R e p o r t  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  Con­

f e d e r a c y  removed " t h e  p l a g u e  s p o t  o f  s l a v e r y  from 

o u r  N a t i o n a l  e s c u t c h e o n ,  and p r e p a r e d  th e  way f o r  a 

c o n f o r m i ty  be tw een  o u r  p r a c t i c e  and o u r  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  

f r e e d o m . " 3 7 7  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a y e a r  l a t e r ,  a t  i t s  Troy 

m e e t i n g ,  t h e  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n a r y  C o n v e n t io n  em phas ized  

a need  to  do more m i s s i o n  work i n  t h e  f i f t e e n  c o u n ty  

s e a t s  where  t h e r e  w ere  no B a p t i s t s  and in  th e  over  

tw en ty  l a r g e  v i l l a g e s  w here  few B a p t i s t s  r e s i d e d .  

N o th ing  was s a i d  a b o u t  w o rk in g  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  popu­

l a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  im­

m i g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  was o v e r lo o k e d  and t h a t  o m is s io n
378m igh t  b e  d an g e ro u s  f o r  t h e  "coming g e n e r a t i o n s . "

Ena L. F a r l e y  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  New York

S t a t e  i n  1865 th e  v a r i o u s  B a p t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t  f i r s t

took  a keen  i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  f r e e d m a n ,  t h e n ,

how ever ,  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  demand f o r

p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y .  Y e t ,  m ost  B a p t i s t s  w ere  opposed

t o  g r a n t i n g  b l a c k s  t h e  L o r d ’s S u p e r  o r  a p p o i n t i n g  them
379as m i n i s t e r s  o r  d e a c o n s .

I n  E a r ly  1865 t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church 

a t  t h e  New York E a s t  C o n fe re n c e  u n a n im o u s ly  approved

3 7 7 F i f t y - E i g h t  Annual  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  
M is s i o n a r y  co n v e n t  ion  o t J t h e  S t a t e  ot^ New Vork P r e ­
s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Annual M e e t in g  h e l d  wTth t h e  BaptTsT 
Church Tn Palmyra O c to b e r  l l t h  and l 2 t h  1&65 ( U t i c a
T55ST7 1 7 . ------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------

378 p j f t y - N in th  Annual R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  
M is s i o n a r y  C onven t ion  o f . .  . rtew Y ork .", . w i t h  t h e  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Cnurch o f . . . t r o y ,  O c to b e r  1 0 th  and l l t h  1866 
( U t i c a ,  m U I T  7 7 .  -------------------------------- -----------------



o f  t h e  Committee on S l a v e r y ’s r e p o r t  c a l l i n g  f o r  

u n i v e r s a l  e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  ’’e d u c a t i o n  and a d m is s io n  o f  

f u l l  c i t i z e n s h i p  o f  c o l o r e d  m en.” Much l i p  s e r v i c e  

was g iv e n  t o  m erging  w h i t e  and b l a c k  M e t h o d i s t s ,  

b u t  d e s p i t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  i t  from b o t h  r a c e s  i t  n e v e r  

m a t e r i a l i z e d .  In t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1865 t h e  New E ng land  

C o n fe ren c e  a d o p ted  a p r o p o s a l  t o  ’’a v o i d  t h e  d an g e r  

o f  r e c o g n i z i n g  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  c o l o r  among th e  

members o f  a common church  and m i n i s t r y . ” I t  ad ­

m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  church  was w eakened  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  s e p a r a t e  c o l o r e d  c o n f e r e n c e s  and b e ­

cau se  o f  t h e  d e l a y  in  s e n d in g  b l a c k  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  

t h e  S o u th .

The m erger  o f  w h i t e  and.. .black M e t h o d i s t s  was 

i m p o s s i b l e  when many w h i t e s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  v iews o f  

t h e  R everend  D a n ie l  C u r ry ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

A d v o c a t e . In  a J a n u a r y  1866 e d i t o r i a l ,  "The F re e d -  

m en ,"  C urry  d e s c r i b e d  b l a c k s  as s e c o n d a r y  and i n ­

f e r i o r  " p a r a s i t e s "  who p o s s e s s e d  weak c h a r a c t e r s ,
381w ere  n o n - s e l f - r e l i a n t  and l a c k e d  s e l f  r e s p e c t .  A 

I n  March t h e  e d i t o r i a l ,  "The Church and t h e  Negro" 

a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  A d v o c a t e . I t  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  

t h e  ch u rch  had  n e g l e c t e d  i t s  d u ty  t o  b l a c k s .  "As i n -

379£na L. F a r l e y ,  " M e t h o d i s t s  and B a p t i s t s  on 
t h e  I s s u e  o f  B lack  E q u a l i t y  i n  New Y o r k , "  374-376 .

380j b i d . , 384-392 ;  C h r i s t i a n  A d v o c a te  and 
J o u r n a l , A p r i l  20 ,  27, 1865.

3 8 1 I b i d . , s e e  "The F re ed m e n ,"  J a n u a r y  11,  1866 
and "The Freedmen A g a in , "  J a n u a r y  18 ,  1866.
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d i v i d u a l s  ou r  p e o p le  ^Methodis  t s / 7 have  n o t ,  e i t h e r  by  

a c t s  o r  w o rd s ,  s e p a r a t e d  th e m s e lv e s  from t h e  m u l t i ­

t u d e  by whom th e  b l a c k s  a r e  d e f r a u d e d  o f  t h e  commonest

r i g h t s  o f  human b e i n g s . "  B lack s  c o u l d  n o t  l e a r n  a 

t r a d e ,  a t t e n d  w h i t e  s c h o o l s  o r  c h u r c h e s ,  "a n d  we 

M e t h o d i s t s , "  The C h r i s t i a n  A dvoca te  i m p l o r e d ,  " c o n ­

s e n t  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  b e  s o ;  p e rh a p s  a c t i v e l y  h e l p  t o

make i t  s o . "  But t h e  e d i t o r i a l  showed s i g n s  o f  i n ­

s i n c e r i t y  by commenting t h a t  w h i t e s  w ould  p r o b a b l y  b e  

more w i l l i n g  to  e x t e n d  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  i f  more b l a c k s  

w ere  e d u c a t e d  and h ad  s o c i a l  g r a c e s .  ^82

The M e th o d i s t s  d id  a t t e m p t  to  a t t r a c t  b l a c k s  

t o  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a l b e i t  on s e g r e g a t e d  t e r m s .  On J u l y  1,

1864 t h e  Broome S t r e e t  ( c o l o r e d )  Sunday S c h o o l  was o r ­

g a n iz e d  a t  121 Broome S t r e e t  in  M a n h a t t a n ,  and t h e  ch u rch

f o l lo w e d  on J a n u a r y  14, 1868 w i t h  32 members and w i t h
38367 in  Sunday S choo l  a t t e n d a n c e .

By t h e  end o f  1868 t h e  B a p t i s t s  and M e t h o d i s t s ,  

t h e  two m ost  numerous ch u rch  b o d i e s  i n  New York "h ad  

abandoned  t h e i r  co n ce rn  f o r  t h e i r  b l a c k  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s . . . . "

3 8 2 j b id ,  , s e e  "The Church and th e  N e g r o , "  March 
2 2 ,  1866. In  1869 t h e  Times r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  c o u l d  
n o t  move o u t  o f  t h e i r  w r e t c h e d  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  even  i f  t h e y  
h ad  th e  money b e c a u s e  most w ould  n o t  r e n t  t o  them. H o t e l s ,  
d i n i n g  room s,  l i q u o r  s t o r e s  and i c e  cream p a r l o r s  d i d  n o t  
w a n t  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .  New York T im e s . March 2 ,  1869.  See  
a l s o  The W o r ld . March 16, TSF7, p p .  1-2

383peport o f the New York City Sunday School and 
M issionary S ociety  of the Methodist £p iscop a l Church fo r  
tKe"7ear Indlhg WarcK TT 1869 (New~~YorE'. lS69)TTT:---------
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The B a p t i s t s  d e v o ted  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  t o  c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  

E uropean  im m ig ran ts  and b u i l d i n g  ch u rc h e s  i n  u p s t a t e  

New Y ork ,  " w h i l e  t h e  w h i t e  M e th o d i s t s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on 

c r e a t i n g  an e d u c a t e d  m i n i s t r y . "  For b o th  c h u rc h e s  t h e  

i s s u e  o f  t e m p e ra n c e  q u i c k l y  overshadow ed  t h e i r  e a r l i e r
7 0 4

c o n c e rn s  f o r  b l a c k s  in  t h e  Empire S t a t e .

The q u e s t i o n  o f  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y  was one c lo u d e d  

by p s e u d o s c i e n t i f i c  views o f  " n a t u r a l  s u p e r i o r i t y "  and 

" i n n a t e  i n f e r i o r i t y . " " ^  The c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k  

s o l d i e r s  in  t h e  C i v i l  War d id  l i t t l e  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  r a ­

c i a l  j u s t i c e .  The g a in s  t h a t  b l a c k s  o b t a i n e d ,  e x c l u d ­

in g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e ,  were l i m i t e d  m a in ly  t o  t h o s e  " s a f e  

o n e s "  t h a t  c r e a t e d  th e  f e w e s t  s o c i a l  o r  econom ic  p r o ­

b le m s .  C o n c e s s io n s  w ere  g r a n t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  b l a c k s  

b u t  as a g roup  t h e  r a c e  h ad  l i t t l e  t o  be  p ro u d  o f ;  o f  

c o u r s e ,  A fro -A m er ican s  took  p r i d e  in  h a v i n g  John  S.

Rock a c c r e d i t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Supreme C o u r t  b u t  t h a t  d id  l i t t l e  t o  make t h e  r a c e  a c ­

c e p t a b l e  to  th e  m a j o r i t y  p o p u l a t i o n .  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la s s ,  

i n  1883,  p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y  i n  p r o p e r  

p e r s p e c t i v e :  "As t h e  war  f o r  t h e  Union r e c e d e s  i n t o

t h e  m i s t y  shadows o f  t h e  p a s t ,  and t h e  Negro i s  no l o n g e r  

n e e d e d  t o  a s s a u l t  f o r t s  and s t o p  r e b e l  b u l l e t s ,  he 

i s . . . o f  l e s s  i m p o r t a n c e . " 3 8 6  By 1870 New York b l a c k s

3 8 4 p a r l e y ,  " M e th o d i s t s  and B a p t i s t s  on t h e  I s s u e  
o f  B la c k  E q u a l i t y  i n  New Y o rk ,"  392. For  a g e n e r a l  a c c o u n t  
o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s  t o  a t t a c k  r a c i a l  i n e q u i t i e s  
s e e  D av id  M. R e im e r s , White  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  and  t h e  Negro 
(New Y o rk ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  51-8T .



c o u l d  se e  v e r y  few p r a c t i c a l  g a in s  from t h e i r  k in  

f o l k s ;  s a c r i f i c e s  in  t h e  S o u th l a n d .

3 8 5 Wood, The B la c k  S c a r e , p a a s i m .

3 8 6 F o n e r ,  The L i f e  and W r i t i n g s  o f  F r e d e r i c k  
D o u g l a s s .  IV, 355. as  q u o te d  in  McPherson, li'he S t r u g g l e  
To r  Equ a l i t y  1 431 .  --------------



CHAPTER V I I I

PENSION RECORDS

The n o n - p a r t i c i p a n t  o f t e n  v iew s  war  as an e x ­

c i t i n g  a d v e n t u r e ,  a g l o r i o u s  G o d - s a n c t io n e d  o p p o r t u ­

n i t y  t o  engage  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  o n e ’ s c o u n t r y .  Very 

few men v i s u a l i z e  th e m s e l v e s  as v i c t i m s  o f  b u l l e t s  

and s h e l l s ;  y e t  w a r  t a k e s  i t s  t o l l  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y .

For some d e a th  came q u i c k l y ;  f o r  o t h e r s  i t  took  i t s  

t i m e ,  long  a f t e r  t h e  f i g h t i n g  was o v e r .  For  t h e  maim­

e d ,  t h e  c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l  and t h e  m e n t a l l y  damaged, w ar  

s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  l i t t l e  c o m fo r t .  C h ee r in g  c i v i l i a n s  

who welcomed t h e  end o f  th e  C i v i l  War soon f o r g o t  t h e  

names o f  b a t t l e f i e l d s  w here  v i c t o r y  was a c h ie v e d  and 

where  s o l d i e r s  w e re  maimed and k i l l e d .  For t h e s e  

v e t e r a n s  o n ly  t h e  p e n s i o n  check  was a r em in d e r  t h a t  

t h e  governm ent rem em bered  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  and f o r  

some even t h a t  s m a l l  p i t t a n c e  was h a r d  t o  o b t a i n .

The Grand Army o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c ,  which d i d  much 

t o  o b t a i n  b o u n ty  e q u a l i z a t i o n  and p e n s io n s  f o r  v e t e r a n s  

by r e m in d in g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Repub­

l i c a n ,  t h a t  f o rm e r  s o l d i e r s  ’’knew” how to  v o t e ,  emerged 

from t h e  "womb o f  I l l i n o i s  p o l i t i c s "  i n  the  1866 s e n a ­

t o r i a l  r a c e  b e tw e en  Lyman T ru m b u l l ,  t h e  s e n i o r  s e n a t o r ,
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and G en e ra l  John A le x a n d e r  Logan. D uring  t h e  1870*s

t h e  R e p u b l ic a n  p a r t y  b e g a n  t o  " c u l t i v a t e  t h e  v e t e r a n s ’

c o n s c io u s n e s s  as a s p e c i a l  c l a s s " ,  and by 1888 an

e f f e c t i v e  a l l i a n c e  was made b e tw een  fo rm e r  s o l d i e r s
387and t h e  p a r t y  o f  L i n c o l n .

A l though  v e t e r a n s  who w ere  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  e i g h t ,  

t w e l v e ,  f i f t e e n  o r  t w e n t y - f o u r  d o l l a r s  m on th ly  p e n s io n s  

w ere  r e c e i v i n g  o n ly  p e n n i e s  a d a y ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  

amount d i s t r i b u t e d  by  t h e  T r e a s u r y  D ep a r tm e n t  was s t a g ­

g e r i n g .  "At t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e . . . fo rm er  

s o l d i e r s , "  w ro te  Mary R. D e a r i n g ,  "w ere  a b l e  t o  command 

b e n e f i t s  which  c o s t  t h e  f e d e r a l  governm en t  n o r e  th an  

o n e - f i f t h  o f  i t s  t o t a l  r e v e n u e . "  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  Adams 

com pla ined  in  1911 t h a t  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  was g r a n t e d  to  C i v i l  

War p e n s i o n e r s  i n  1866 ,  b u t  n e a r l y  $ 1 6 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  was 

" g iv e n "  t o  v e t e r a n s  and t h e i r  d e p e n d e n ts  i n  1 9 1 0 . ^ 8 8  

Racism , h o w ev e r ,  made i t  h a r d  f o r  many b l a c k  v e t e r a n s  t o  

b e n e f i t  f rom t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  th e  Grand Army 

o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c ,  s i n c e  S o u t h e r n e r s  g e n e r a l l y  opposed  i n ­

t e g r a t e d  membership  as w e l l  as  s e p a r a t e  Negro p o s t s  w i t h ­

in  t h e i r  d e p a r t m e n t s . 389

3 ®7Mary R. D e a r i n g ,  V e t e r a n s  in  P o l i t i c s :  The
S t o r y  of t h e  GAR (B a to n  Rouge,  l 9 s 2 ) ,  v i i , 8 1 -8 3 ,  112.

3 8 8 i b i d . , v i i ;  C h a r l e s  F. Adams, " P e n s io n s - - W o r s e  
and More o t  Them," The W o r ld ' s  Work. XXIII (December ,  
1 9 1 1 ) ,  189.

389j)e a r i n g > V e t e r a n s  i n  P o l i t i c s . 4 1 2 -4 1 3 ,  418.



As v o t e r s ,  v e t e r a n s  w ere  a b l e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  

l e g i s l a t o r s  and even p r e s i d e n t s .  Grove(r  C l e v e l a n d ,  

h o w ev e r ,  h e l d  s t e a d f a s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  

l i b e r a l  p e n s i o n s ,  a s t a n d  which  i n  p a r t  c o s t  him r e -  

e l e c t i o n  in  1888. In h i s  f i r s t  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s ,  he 

c a l l e d ,  f o r  the  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  b u d g e t .

For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  he v e t o e d  a b i l l  i n  F e b r u a r y  1887 

t h a t  would have g r a n t e d  $ 1 2  t o  a l l  v e t e r a n s  s u f f e r i n g  

w i th  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o r  t o  t h e i r  widows o r  o rp h an s  a f t e r  

t h e  s o l d i e r ’ s d e a t h ,  ’’p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  o r  

d e a th  r e s u l t e d  from s e r v i c e  b e i n g  w a i v e d . ” 390 N e v e r ­

t h e l e s s ,  t h e  Act o f  June  7 ,  1888 made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

widows t o  r e c e i v e  p e n s io n s  d a t e d  t o  t h e  d e a th  o f  t h e  

p e n s i o n e r  r e g a r d l e s s  when f i l e d .  T h is  l e d  t o  bogus 

p e n s i o n e r s ,  and a l th o u g h  b o t h  w h i t e s  and  b l a c k s  w ere  

g u i l t y  o f  f a l s i f y i n g  c l a i m s ,  W i l l i a m  B. H a le  commented 

in  1910 t h a t  many b l a c k s  swore t h a t  t h e y  " a t t e n d e d  t h e  

w edding  o f  Sambo and Dinah on t h e  ’b a c h  p o ' c h  ob de b i g  

house  j e s '  ’ f o re  de w a h l ” ’39*

Benjamin H a r r i s o n  was w i l l i n g  t o  u se  t h e  T r e a ­

s u r y  s u r p l u s  t o  s a t i s f y  p e n s i o n  c l a i m s .  D ur ing  a s i x  

y e a r  p e r i o d  as a member o f  t h e  House M i l i t a r y  C om m ittee ,  

he i n t r o d u c e d  101 s p e c i a l  p e n s i o n  and r e l i e f  b i l l s .  In

390i n a u g u r a l  A d d re s se s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  from George W ash ing ton  1 7 8 9  t o  R i c h a r d  
M ilhous  Nixon 19 6 9  (W a s h in g to n , 1 9 6 9 ) , 15l7“ 'W il i iam  b .  
H a l e ,  "The P e n s io n  C a r n i v a l , "  The W orld*s  Work, XXI t 
(November. 1 9 1 0 ) .  13733: D e a r i n g .  v e t e r a n s  m  P o l i t i c s .  
329.

3 9 1 H a le ,  "The P e n s io n  C a r n i v a l , "  13734.
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h i s  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s  he deemed th e  T r e a s u r y  s u r p l u s  

" a  s e r i o u s  e v i l , "  He c a l l e d  f o r  a change i n  t h e  p e n ­

s i o n  laws t h a t  w ould  p r o v id e  v e t e r a n s  w i t h  "more a d e ­

q u a t e  and d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  r e l i e f "  b e c a u s e  "we owe e v e r y -
392t h i n g  to  t h e i r  v a l o r  and s a c r i f i c e . "  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  

H a r r i s o n ' s  i n a u g u r a t i o n  in  March 1889, James T anne r  

s e r v e d  as Commissioner o f  P en s io n  u n t i l  he  was f o r c e d  

t o  r e s i g n  in  Sep tem ber  f o r  a c c e p t i n g  num erous  d o u b t f u l  

c l a i m s .  S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  end o f  C l e v e l a n d ' s  f i r s t  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Tanner  h ad  vowed, *1 w i l l  d r i v e  a s i x -  

mule team th r o u g h  th e  T r e a s u r y ,  and God h e l p  th e  s u r ­

p l u s . 1 C o n g r e s s ,  w i t h  T a n n e r ' s  b l e s s i n g s ,  added

530 ,000  new p e n s i o n e r s  when i t  p a s s e d  t h e  D ependen ts  

P e n s io n s  A ct  o f  1890 t h a t  r e c o g n i z e d  p e n s i o n  a p p l i c a ­

t i o n s  from v i r t u a l l y  a l l  n i n e t y - d a y  v e t e r a n s  who w ere  

d i s a b l e d  and u n a b l e  t o  e a r n  a l i v i n g  by  m anual  l a b o r .

"The d i s a b i l i t y  n eed  n o t  b e  o f  s e r v i c e  o r i g i n , "  b u t  

c o u ld  n o t  be  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  v i c i o u s  h a b i t s  ( v e n e r a l  d i ­

s e a s e ) .  P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  h o n o r a b ly  d i s c h a r g e d  v e t e r a n s  

w ere  e l i g i b l e .  Widows w ere  g r a n t e d  $8 and c h i l d r e n  $2. 

T here  was no n e e d  to  p ro v e  t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  d e a th  

was war  r e l a t e d .  Widows h ad  t o  be m a r r i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  

p a s s a g e  o f  th e  a c t  and have  no means o f  s u p p o r t  e x c e p t  

d a i l y  l a b o r , 393

392H a r ry  J .  S i e v e r s ,  Ben jam in  H a r r i s o n ; H o o s i e r  
S ta t e s m a n  (2 v o l s . ,  New Y ork ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  I i ,  z lO ;  I n a u g u r a l  
A d d re s s e s ' , 159, 160.

393Tan n e r  t o  T. Sherman,  J a n u a r y  5 ,  1889. W. T. 
Sherman P a p e r s ,  L i b r a r y  o f  C ongress  a s  q u o t e d  i n  H. Wayne 
Morgan, From Hayes t o  M cKin ley : N a t i o n a l  P a r t y  P o l i t i c s .
1877-1896 T S v rac u se .  1 9 6 9 ) .  331; H a l e ,  "The P e n s io n  d a m i -



C le v e la n d * s  v i c t o r y  i n  1892 l e d  t o  p e n s i o n  

r e fo rm  as h e  a t t a c k e d  t h e  *w ild  and r e c k l e s s  p e n s i o n  

e x p e n d i t u r e . "  In  Ju n e  189 3 a Board  o f  R e v i s i o n s  

d ro p p ed  th o u sa n d s  from t h e  p e n s i o n  r o l l  a t  a s a v i n g s  

o f  n e a r l y  s e v e n te e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  Showing t h a t  

h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  meant  b u s i n e s s ,  68 1/2% o f  p e n s io n  

c la im s  in  1894 were r e j e c t e d .  W i l l i a m  M cK in ley ,  

who c a l l e d  f o r  " p r o p e r  and l i b e r a l  p r o v i s i o n s "  f o r  

v e t e r a n s ,  to o k  the o p p o s i t e  a p p r o a c h .  Not m e re ly  a 

man o f  w o rd s ,  he  r e j e c t e d  in  189 8 o n ly  48% o f  th e
T Q  C

p e n s i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

The G .A .R . ' s  i n f l u e n c e  b eg a n  t o  d e c l i n e  by 1900 

as many v e t e r a n s ,  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  Act  o f  June  2 7 ,  

1890, w i th d rew  from t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  as dues p a y in g  

members. R i v a l  v e t e r a n s  g r o u p s ,  su c h  as t h e  L oya l  Le­

g io n ,  c u t  i n t o  th e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  G.A.R. By 1900, s e c ­

t i o n a l i s m  h a d  l o s t  much o f  i t s  a p p e a l ,  and " i t  was no 

l o n g e r  e a s y  f o r  R e p u b l ic a n s  t o  a p p e a l  t o  v e t e r a n s  on 

t h e  s i n g l e  i s s u e  o f  p e n s i o n  l i b e r a l i t y . " ^ * *

Admidst a l l  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b a t t l e s  and 

d e b a t e s ,  men and o f f i c e r s  o f  New Y o r k ' s  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s  

a p p l i e d  f o r  p e n s i o n s .  A s u r v e y  o f  t h e  p e n s io n  r e c o r d s

39% a l e ,  "The P e n s io n  C a r n i v a l , "  13738; I n a u -

fu r a l  A d d re s se s  t 165; J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  T h i r t y - F o u r th  
a t i o n a i  Encampment o f  t h e  (Tran? Army o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  

Aug. 2 9 th  § 5 0 t h , ! 9 W t C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  
T?uT) ̂ "7?, 571

395I n a u g u r a l  A d d r e s s e s , 171; T h i r t y - F o u r th  
N a t i o n a l  Encampment; 50.

^ ^ D e a r i n g ,  V e te r a n s  i n  P o l i t i c s .  4 4 5 -4 4 7 ,  496.
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o f  t e n  com m issioned  o f f i c e r s  and tw e n ty - tw o  e n l i s t e d  

men, some o f  them fo rm er  s l a v e s ,  n o n co m m iss io n e d  

o f f i c e r s ,  d r a f t e e s  and s u b s t i t u t e s ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h o s e  

who h ad  b e e n  p o o r  and i l l i t e r a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War 

g e n e r a l l y  r em a in ed  i n d i g e n t  and u n e d u c a t e d  a f t e r w a r d s .  

O f f i c e r s ,  on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  g e n e r a l l y  b e n e f i t e d  from 

t h e i r  w ar  e x p e r i e n c e  and were  a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  some 

e d u c a t i o n  and r i s e  on t h e  s o c i a l  s c a l e . 397

R e g a r d l e s s ,  o f  w h e th e r  th e  p e n s i o n  c l a im s  came 

from e n l i s t e d  men o r  o f f i c e r s ,  b o t h  had d i f f i c u l t i e s  

i n  o b t a i n i n g  e i t h e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p e n s io n  o r  p e n s io n  

i n c r e a s e s .  Some o f  th e  men, u n d o u b t e d l y ,  o b t a i n e d  p e n ­

s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  l i b e r a l  y e a r s  o f  t h e  H a r r i s o n * s  a d ­

m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u t  had  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a i n i n g  i n c r e a s e s  

i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  In  some c a s e s  p e n s i o n s  w e r e  o n l y  a u t h o ­

r i z e d  a f t e r  th e  v e t e r a n s  h ad  o b t a i n e d  a s s i s t a n c e  from 

C ongressm en ,  law yers  o r  t h e  Grand Army o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c .

The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c la im s  examined were f rom  men who 

g e n e r a l l y  l i v e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  

t h e  C i v i l  War had  ended .  This  p r o c e d u r e  was f o l l o w e d

39 7 p i ve o f  t h e  tw en ty - tw o  e n l i s t e d  menwere fo rm e r  
s l a v e s .  S i x  r em a ined  i l l i t e r a t e  u n t i l  t h e y  d i e d .  W i l l i a m  
Fox, Co. E ,  26 th  USCT l e a r n e d  how t o  r e a d  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  
" B o a tm a n ,"  " l a b o r e r , "  " w a i t e r , "  " b a r b e r "  an d  " t e a m s t e r "  
w e re  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s  c i t e d  by t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  who chose  
t o  g iv e  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  p e n s io n  a p p l i c a t i o n s .
1 s t  L t .  P a r l e y  H. E a to n ,  Companies A and K, 2 0 t h  USCT w orked  
as a t e l e g r a p h  o p e r a t o r ,  p h y s i c i a n  and c i v i l  s e r v a n t  a f t e r  
t h e  w a r .  1 s t  L t .  Buel  A. Man, Co. B, 2 6 th  USCT became a 
l a w y e r .  C a p t .  A u s t i n  A lv o rd ,  Co. H ,  26 th  USCT, a fo rm e r  
s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l ,  became a p r o m in e n t  M ich igan  p h y s i c i a n  
i n  1875. In  c o n t r a s t ,  Col .  Henry C. Ward was l i v i n g  in  a 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  a lm shouse  in  1896,



t o  d i s c o v e r  as many d e t a i l s  as p o s s i b l e  a b o u t  th e  

v e t e r a n ' s  f a m i l y  l i f e ,  m o b i l i t y ,  and o c c u p a t i o n .

Some o f  t h e s e  e x - s o l d i e r s  l i v e d  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  

and t h e i r  p e n s io n  f i l e s  a r e  r i c h  i n  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .

Some v e t e r a n s  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  p e n s i o n s  b e ­

c au se  th e y  c o u l d  n o t  p ro v e  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  s e r v e d  in  

t h e  army. M i l t o n  B r a d f o r d  c la im e d  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  

from A p r i l  1862 to  S ep tem ber  1865. The fo rm e r  s l a v e  

f i l e d  f o r  a p e n s i o n  on S ep tem ber  2 6 ,  1906 from 

Cameron, T ex a s .  B r a d f o r d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he h a d  s e r ­

v e d  in  Company A o f  th e  3 1 s t  I n d i a n a  R eg im en t ;  how­

e v e r ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  s e r v e  

i n  e i t h e r  t h a t  r e g im e n t  o r  the  3 1 s t  U, S .C .T .  B r a d ­

f o r d ' s  h i r i n g  o f  an a t t o r n e y  in  1919 p ro v e d  f u t i l e
39 8i n  h i s  p e n s i o n  q u e s t .

Some v e t e r a n s  were  u n a b le  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  t h e y  

h a d  s e r v e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  n i n e t y  days i n  o r d e r  t o  t a k e  

a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  Dependents  P e n s io n  A c t  o f  

1890 .  George De G ro a t  o f  Company A, 2 0 th  U .S .C .T .  

s e r v e d  o n ly  s e v e n t y - s i x  d a y s .  D e s p i t e  l e t t e r s  from 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Thomas W. B r a d le y  and H a m i l to n  F i s h ,  J r .  

n e i t h e r  De G ro a t  n o r  h i s  widow o b t a i n e d  p e n s i o n s . ^99

3 9 8 p v t .  M i l to n  B r a d f o r d  Co. A, 3 1 s t  USCT ( ? )  
S o l d i e r ' s  A p p l i c a t i o n  #1352708, R ecord  Group 15,
R eco rds  o f  t h e  Vete ans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  N a t i o n a l  A rc ­
h i v e s .  War D ep t ,  t o  B u reau  o f  P e n s i o n ,  O c to b e r  1 1 ,
1906; B r a d f o r d  to  Commissioner  o f  P e n s i o n s ,  J u n e  2 0 ,  
1919; C om m issioner  S a l t z g a b e r  t o  B r a d f o r d ,  J u l y  19 ,
1919.
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Henry De G ro a t  (no r e l a t i o n s h i p ) , o f  Company A, 2 0 th  

U . S . C . T . , s e r v e d  from December 17,  1863 t o  March 6 ,

1864. In  1905 he  r e q u e s t e d  a p e n s io n  b a s e d  on an 

eye  d i s e a s e  c o n t r a c t e d  w h i l e  i n  t r a i n i n g .  The War 

D e p a r t m e n t ’s r e c o r d s  showed t h a t  he was d i s c h a r g e d  on 

March 6 ,  1864 w i t h  c h r o n i c  u l c e r s  on th e  l e f t  l e g  and 

owed t h e  governm ent  $35 .9  5 f o r  i s s u e d  c l o t h i n g .  A l ­

th o u g h  he  was i l l i t e r a t e  t h e  7 8 - y e a r  o ld  v e t e r a n  was 

r e s o u r c e f u l .  He " w r o t e "  t o  Theodore  R o o s e v e l t  on 

J u n e  2 and 2 4 ,  190 8 ,  a s k in g  th e  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  t o  

lo o k  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  h i s  p e n s io n .  De G ro a t  c o n t a c t ­

ed  P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m  H. T a f t  and in fo rm e d  him t h a t  

t h e  P e n s io n  B u rea u  w ould  n o t  g iv e  him a p e n s i o n  f o r  

h i s  eye  d i s e a s e .  As l a t e  as 1914 De G ro a t  was u n a b l e  

t o  o b t a i n  a p e n s i o n  b e c a u s e  h i s  eye d i s e a s e  was no„t 

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  s e r v i c e  r e l a t e d ,  and he h ad  s e r v e d  

l e s s  t h a n  n i n e t y  days .^®^

3 9 9 p v t ,  George De G roa t  Co. A, 2 0 th  USCT,
S o l d i e r ’ s A p p l i c a t i o n  #1328753, RG 15. T. W. B r a d l e y  
t o  J .  L. D a v e n p o r t ,  March 26 ,  1911; D a v e n p o r t  t o  
B r a d l e y ,  March 2 4 ,  1911; W i n f i e l d  S c o t t  t o  H a m i l i t o n  
F i s h ,  J r . ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  1927; E. W. Morgan t o  H am i l to n  
F i s h ,  J r . ,  May 2 4 ,  19 30.

4 0 0 p v t# Henry  De G ro a t  Co. A, 2 0 th  USCT, S o l d i e r ’ s 
A p p l i c a t i o n  #1342473 ,  RG 15. See C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  D i s a b i l ­
i t y  f o r  D i s c h a r g e  ( p r o b a b l y  March 6 ,  1864,  e n d o r s e m e n t  on 
b a c k  d a t e d  March 6 ,  1864; C a p ta in  James S. Goold w r o t e  
t h a t  De G ro a t  owed $35 .95  f o r  c l o t h i n g ) ;  De G ro a t  t o  
T h eo d o re  R o o s e v e l t ,  J u n e  2 ,  24, 1908; B u rea u  o f  P e n s i o n s  
t o  De G r o a t ,  J u n e  9 ,  1908; De G ro a t  t o  W i l l i a m  H. T a f t ,  
J u l y  2 7,  1909; Mrs. L. Logan to  P e n s io n  O f f i c e r ,  A ugus t  3 ,  
1914; Com m issioner  S a l t z g a b o r  t o  Henry De G ro a t  c / o  
M rs .  L. Logan, S ep tem ber  2 5 ,  1914.



Some b l a c k s  had  d i f f i c u l t y ' in  o b t a i n i n g  an  

o ld  age p e n s i o n  b e c a u s e  th e y  l a c k e d  p ro o f  o f  age .

P v t .  George Brown, Company A, 26 th  U . S . C . T . ,  c o u ld  

n o t  p r o v e  t h a t  he was 62 and t h e r e f o r e  e l i g i b l e  

f o r  b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  th e  A c t  o f  F e b ru a ry  6 ,  1907. He 

n o t i f i e d  t h e  P e n s io n  B ureau  i n  t h e  summer o f  190 8 

t h a t  he  h a d  no  r e c o r d  o f  h i s  b i r t h ,  s i n c e  t h e  f a m i l y  

B i b l e  was e i t h e r  l o s t  o r  h ad  been  d e s t r o y e d  in  a 

f i r e .  However,  h e  w r o t e  t h a t  y e a r s  ago h i s  p a r e n t s  

had  t o l d  him t h a t  he  was b o m  on June  14, 1845.*®'*'

The Com missioner  o f  P e n s i o n s ,  J .  L. D a v e n p o r t ,  d e c i d ­

ed on A ugust  13 ,  1908 t o  a c c e p t  Brow n 's  s t a t e m e n t s  

as v a l i d .  H is  r u l i n g  e v i d e n t l y  was i n f l u e n c e d  by 

New York Congressman Thomas W. B r a d l e y ' s  J u l y  29 l e t t e r  

in  which  he  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he had  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  w ar  w i t h  

L t .  C o l .  W i l l i a m  S i l l i m a n ,  B row n 's  comander.  B r a d l e y  

s t a t e d ,  " a  ' c o o n '  can b e  any age from a p p e a r a n c e ,  b u t  

I b e g  t o  s u b m i t  t h a t  t h i s  c o l o r e d  man i s  n o r t h e r n  b o m .  

He i s  a n e g ro  o f  good h a b i t s  and r e s p e c t e d  in  h i s  

community ^ S p a r k i l l ,  New York^ where  he h as  long b ee n  

a h a r d - w o r k i n g  l a b o r e r  ^ b o a tm a n ^ ."  B ra d le y  added t h a t  

b l a c k s  k e p t  v e r y  p o o r  r e c o r d s ,  and " t h i s  p o o r  f e l l o w  

h a s  done a l l  t h a t  h e  can do and has  done f a i r l y  w e l l . "

4° l p v t .  Geroge Brown, Co. A, 26 th  USCT, Widow's 
C e r t i f i c a t e  #879399,  RG l t .  A f f i d a v i t  o f  George Brown, 
J u n e  8 ,  J u l y  2 8 ,  1908.
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Brown d i e d  on J u n e  3 ,  1919 a t  age 74 o f  a c e r e b r a l

h e m o r ra g e .  He was t h e n  r e c e i v i n g  $38 m on th ly  from

t h e  g o v e rn m en t .  H is  widow, A dele  Brown, o b t a i n e d

a w id o w 's  p e n s i o n  o f  $25 m on th ly  from June  25 ,  1919
402t o  t h e  t im e  o f  h e r  d e a th  on J a n u a r y  17,  1920.

P e rh a p s  th e  b i g g e s t  o b s t a c l e  c o n f r o n t i n g  

p e n s i o n  a p p l i c a n t s  was t h e  p ro b lem  o f  c o n v in c in g  t h e  

P e n s io n  B u re a u  t h a t  c h r o n i c  d i a r r h e a ,  f e v e r s  and 

rh eu m a t i sm  w ere  s e r v i c e  r e l a t e d .  P r i v a t e  C h a r l e s  A.

D enning  was an u n a s s i g n e d  r e c r u i t  t o  t h e  3 1 s t  U . S . C . T . ,  

who s e r v e d  from decem ber  18 ,  1863 t o  May 10 ,  1865.

The fo rm e r  s l a v e ,  who was b o r n  in  1837 ,  became a 

r e s i d e n t  o f  M a d iso n ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  a f t e r  h i s  d i s c h a r g e .

F i l i n g  f o r  an i n v a l i d  p e n s i o n  in  1888, he c l a im e d  

h e  s u t t e r e d  f rom  rh e u m a t i s m  c o n t r a c t e d  in  New York 

H a rb o r  i n  J u n e  1863 and lu n g  f e v e r  c o n t r a c t e d  a t  

Auburn on J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1863. He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  a 

p a r a l y s i s  a p p e a r e d  on h i s  l e f t  s i d e  in  March 1877 

due t o  rh e u m a t i s m .  The s u r g e o n s  who examined him i n  

1888 g r a n t e d  him a 2 /1 8  r a t i n g  f o r  rh eu m a t ism ,  6 /1 8  

r a t i n g  f o r  p a r a l y s i s ,  0 r a t i n g  f o r  lu n g  f e v e r  and a 

6 /1 8  r a t i n g  f o r  h e a r t  d i s e a s e .  His  a p p l i c a t i o n  was 

a p p ro v e d  f o r  a $12 p e n s io n  on J u l y  17 ,  1890 u n d e r  t h e  

A c t  o f  June  2 7 ,  1890. E v i d e n t l y  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  was

^Q^I b i d . , Thomas W. B r a d l e y  to  J .  L. D a v e n p o r t ,  
J u l y  2 9 ,  1908; A f f i d a v i t  o f  George Brown, J u l y  30,  190 8;
J .  L. D a v e n p o r t  t o  M ajo r  C le m e n t s ,  A ugust  13 ,  1908. See 
B ro w n 's  d e a t h  n o t i c e ,  June  3 ,  1919.
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r e c e i v e d  f a v o r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  u n d e r  th e  l i b e r a l  

H a r r i s o n * s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s i n c e  h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a 

p e n s i o n  i n c r e a s e  in  189 7 was r e j e c t e d  b ec a u se  t h e r e  

was no  e v i d e n c e  o f  lu n g  t r o u b l e  a t  t h e  t im e o f  h i s  

d i s c h a r g e ,  n o r  any e v i d e n c e  o r  m e d ic a l  r e c o r d s  show­

in g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o r i g i n  i n s e r v i c e  o f  rehum atism  

and p a r a l y s i s .  P re su m ab ly  he  was a l l o w e d  t o  keep 

h i s  p e n s i o n  b e c a u s e  he  was p a s t  s i x t y .  Denning d i e d  

o f  Pneumonia on March 31 ,  190 3 a t  t h e  age  o f  s i x t y -  

s i x .  H is  two c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e d  a $2 p e n s io n  u n t i l  

t h e  age o f  s i x t e e n ,  and M i l l i e ,  h i s  widow, was t h e  

r e c i p i e n t  o f  a $30 p e n s i o n  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h e r  d e a th  

on J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1 9 2 1 .4 ®3

S urgeon  Thomas C u s h in g ,  a s s i s t a n t  su rgeon  in  

th e  2 8 th  New York V o l u n t e e r s  from November 2 ,  1862 

t o  March 12 ,  1863,  and s u rg e o n  in  t h e  20th U . S . C . T . ,  

who p r o b a b l y  v e r i f i e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  r e l a t e d  d i s a b i l i t i e s  

o f  o t h e r s ,  fo u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n v in c e  t h e  B ureau  

o f  P e n s io n s  o f  h i s  own s e r v i c e - r e l a t e d  a f f l i c t i o n .  On 

March 1 8 ,  1887 h i s  a f f i d a v i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had  had  a 

m a l a r i a l  a t t a c k  a t  Camp P a r a p e t ,  L o u i s i a n a  a b o u t  Ju n e  15 ,  

1864.  He h a d  a l s o  b ee n  s u f f e r i n g  from d i a r r h e a  b u t  had  

t r e a t e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  and was n o t  c l a im in g

403P v t .  C h a r l e s  A. D enn ing ,  3 1 s t  USCT ( u n a s s i g n e d ) ,  
Widow’s C e r t i f i c a t e  #562904 ,  RG 15. A f f i d a v i t s  o f  C h a r l e s  
A. D en n in g ,  May 8 ,  1888 ,  A p r i l  12 ,  1890; S u r g e o n 's  C e r t i ­
f i c a t e ,  J u l y  1 8 ,  1888; A f f i d a v i t  o f  Dr.  D. A. M i t c h e l l ,
March 3 0 ,  1888; Mrs.  H a r ry  A l l i s o n  ( D e n n in g ' s  d a u g h t e r )  t o  
B u re a u  o f  P e n s io n s  F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1921, in f o rm in g  i t  o f  M i l l i e  
D e n n in g ' s  d e a t h .
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com pensa t ion  f o r  t h a t  a f f l i c t i o n .  A m e t h o d i c a l  p e r ­

s o n ,  Cushing k e p t  r e c o r d s  o f  a l l  h i s  m a l a r i a l  a t t a c k s ,  

n o t i n g  th e  d a t e  and f r e q u e n c y  o f  t h e  s e i z u r e s .  H is  

e n t r y  f o r  1877 r e a d :  "Autumn 1877 s i c k  f o r  m onth ,

t r e a t e d  by Dr. J .  McKennan o f  A l b i o n ,  N. Y ."  The 

f r e q u e n t  and d e b i l i t a t i n g  a t t a c k s  f o r c e d  him t o  g iv e  

up h i s  m e d ic a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  1 8 7 7 . ^ ^

The B ureau  o f  P e n s io n s  s u r g e o n s  who examined 

Cushing on Sep tem ber  2 4 ,  1887 r e p o r t e d  'n o  e v id e n c e  

o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c h r o n i c  d i a r r h e a  o r  m a l a r i a . '

C h ro n ic  was t h e  key  w o rd ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e c o r d s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  C u sh in g  h a d  b een  a d m i t t e d  t o  a h o s p i t a l  

w h i l e  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  b u t  t h a t  h a d  been  a one t im e o c c a ­

s i o n .  D o c to r  D. D. Loop o f  S ou th  E a s t ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  

n o t i f i e d  t h e  B u reau  o f  P e n s io n s  on May 3 ,  1888 t h a t  he 

h ad  t r e a t e d  Cush ing  i n  1864 o r  1865 f o r  an e n l a r g d  

s p l e e n  and l i v e r  f o l l o w i n g  a m a l a r i a l  a t t a c k .  Dr.  Thomas 

H. S. P e n n in g to n  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  as a h o s p i t a l  s t e w a r d  

d u r in g  t h e  w ar  h e  h a d  p r o v i d e d  Cush ing  w i t h  m a l a r i a l  

m e d i c a t i o n .  David  Dewey o f  B a r r e  C e n t e r ,  New York , 

C u s h in g ' s  hometown, a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d a n t  f o r  th e  2 0 th  

R e g im e n t ,  was a l s o  aware o f  C u s h i n g ' s  m a l a r i a l  a t t a c k s . 4®^

4 0 4 su rg eo n  Thomas C ushing  2 0 th  USCT, S o l d i e r ' s  
C e r t i f i c a t e  #482280,  A f f i d a v i t  o f  Thomas C ush ing ,
March 18,  1887.

405i b i d . , S u r g e o n ' s  C e r t i f i c a t e  S ep tem ber  2 4 ,  1887; 
A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  War D ep a r tm en t  t o  Commissioner 
o f  P e n s io n s  A u g u s t  25 ,  1887; S t a t e m e n t  o f  Dr,  D. D. Loop, 
May 3 ,  1888; D r.  Thomas H. S. P e n n i n g t o n ' s  a f f i d a v i t ,
March 2 1 ,  1887; A f f i d a v i t  o f  David Dewey, March 30 ,  1887.



A f t e r  h a v i n g  been  rex am in ed  by m i l i t a r y  s u r ­

geons on March 19,  1890 and o b t a i n i n g  a 12 /18  r a t i n g  

f o r  m a l a r i a l  p o i s o n i n g ,  C ush ing  r e c e i v e d  a $ 6 .2 5  p e n ­

s io n  r e t r o a c t i v e  t o  March 19, 1887, and a $18 .75  p e n ­

s i o n  e f f e c t i v e  March 19, 1890. D e s p i t e  h i s  w o rs e n in g  

m a l a r i a l  c o n d i t i o n  and r e s u l t a n t  p a r t i a l  d e a f n e s s  due 

to  l a r g e  i n t a k e s  o f  q u i n e ,  he d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  in  o b t a i n  

in g  an i n c r e a s e .  B e fo re  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1898 ,  due to  i n ­

c r e a s e d  d e a fn e s s  he  became u n a b l e  t o  keep  up w i t h  n o r ­

mal c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  t a l k . ^ ^ ^

S u s p e c te d  s y p h i l i s  o r  d i s a b i l i t i e s  c a u sed  by 

" v i c i o u s  h a b i t s "  v i r t u a l l y  g u a r a n t e e d  a p e n s i o n  r e ­

j e c t i o n .  S g t .  John  Humans, Company A, 20 th  U .S .C .T .  

s e rv e d  from November 25, 1863 t o  O c to b e r  7 ,  1865. C i t ­

in g  d i s a b i l i t y  from mumps r e s u l t i n g  from a d i s e a s e d  

r i g h t  t e s t i c l e ,  rheu m a t ism  and c h i l l s , Humans a p p l i e d  

f o r  a p e n s i o n  on F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1888. On S ep tem ber  18 th e  

P o u ghkeeps ie  h o t e l  w a i t e r  and b a r b e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h i s  

d i s e a s e d  t e s t i c l e  r e s u l t e d  from e x p o s u re  t o  c o l d .  He 

a l s o  c la im ed  t h a t  i n  June  1864 he  c o n t r a c t e d  d i a r r h e a  

from " th e  t e r r i b l e  b ad  w a t e r  we w ere  o b l i g e d  t o  d r i n k . "  

M i l i t a r y  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he  h a d  b e e n  t r e a t e d  f o r

406I b i d . . Cush ing  t o  Com m iss ioner  o f  P e n s i o n s ,  
May 30, 1889; b u r g e o n ' s  C e r t i f i c a t e  March 19, 1890; 
A f f i d a v i t  o f  Dr.  D. H. Brenman, A ugust  2 6 ,  1890; S u r ­
g e o n ' s  C e r t i f i c a t e ,  A p r i l  15 ,  1891; A f f i d a v i t  o f  George 
H. and C h a r l e s  P a i n e ,  December 2 8 ,  1891.



s y p h i l i s  on J a n u a r y  5 ,  1865 and was a d m i t t e d  t o  th e
A f i  7

h o s p i t a l  w i t h  s y p h i l i s  on J a n u a r y  13.

On March 17 ,  1890 ,  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  t h e  I n ­

t e r i o r  o r d e r e d  th e  P e n s io n  B u reau  t o  r eex am in e  Humans 

t o  d e t e rm in e  " t o  what  e x t e n t  s y p h i l i s  i s  a. f a c t o r  i n  

h i s  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  w an te d  t o  

know i f  Humans’ t e s t i c l e  p ro b lem  was due t o  mumps o r  

s y p h i l i s .  He was examined on A p r i l  9 i n  P o u g h k ee p s ie  

by  m i l i t a r y  d o c t o r s  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he was e n t i t l e d  

t o  a 4 /18  r a t i n g  f o r  T heum atism ,  4 /1 8  r a t i n g  f o r  t h e  

d i s e a s e d  t e s t i c l e  and a 6/.18 r a t i n g  f o r  a d i s e a s e d  

l i v e r  and s p l e e n .  On November 18 ,  1891 he  was g r a n t e d  

a 8 /18  r a t i n g  f o r  d i s a b i l i t y  c a u sed  b y  rh e u m a t i s m ,  4 /18  

r a t i n g  f o r  d i s e a s e d  t e s t i c l e ,  4 /1 8  r a t i n g  f o r  l i v e r  

d i s e a s e  and a 2/1,8 r a t i n g  f o r  d i s e a s e  o f  t h e  s p l e e n .  

F i n a l l y ,  on May 4, 1892, a f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  e f f o r t ,  he 

was awarded a $6 m onth ly  p e n s i o n  f o r  rh e u m a t i sm  and 

m a l a r i a l  p o i s o n i n g . 8

F ive  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  v e t e r a n  d i e d  a t  age 54

w i t h o u t  any p r o p e r t y .  As h i s  widow Amanda h ad  n e i t h e r

a s s e t s  in  h e r  own name n o r  anyone t o  s u p p o r t  h e r ,  sh e

was g r a n t e d  a $12 p e n s io n  f rom  March 6 ,  1897 u n t i l  t h e
409t im e  o f  h e r  d e a th  on A p r i l  7 ,  1900.

4 0 7 g g t .  John  Humans, Co. A, 2 0 th  USCT, Widow’s 
C e r t i f i c a t e  #456744, RG 15 .  A f f i d a v i t  o f  Jo h n  Humans, 
Sep tem ber  18,  1888; S u r g e o n ’s C e r t i f i c a t e  May 2 ,  1888.

408 i b i d . t D ep a r tm e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r  t o  B ureau  o f  
P e n s i o n s ,  March 17 ,  1890; S u r g e o n ' s  C e r t i f i c a t e ,  A p r i l  
9 ,  1890, November 18 ,  1891.
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A s i m i l a r  problem w i th  s u s p e c t e d  s y p h i l i s  

n e a r l y  underm ined  t h e  p e n s io n  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  1 s t  L i e u ­

t e n a n t  P a r l e y  H, Eaton o f  Companies A and K, 2 0 th  

U .S .C .T .  The S c o ts  b o rn  Eaton w orked  as a t e l e g r a p h  

o p e r a t o r ,  p h y s i c i a n  and government c i v i l  s e r v a n t  i n  

W a s h in g to n ,  D. C . , a f t e r  b e i n g  d i s c h a r g e d .  L ik e  c o u n t ­

l e s s  o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  E a to n  had  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  h i s  d i s ­

a b i l i t y  was n o t  cau sed  by " v i c i o u s  h a b i t s "  so  e a s i l y  

p i c k e d  up in  t h e  b r o t h e l s  o f  New O r l e a n s  o r  o t h e r  

s o u t h e r n  c i t i e s .  The War D epar tm en t  n o t i f i e d  t h e  Com­

m i s s i o n e r  o f  P e n s io n s  t h a t  E a ton  had  b ee n  h o n o r a b l y  

d i s c h a r g e d  w i t h  s e c o n d a ry  s y p h i l i s ,  s y p h i l i t i c  i r i t i s ,  

s y p h i l i t i c  rh eu m a t i sm ,  s y p h i l i t i c  r o s e o l a ,  and s o r e  

t h r o a t .

E a ton  f o r m e r l y  a p p l i e d  f o r  a p e n s i o n  on F e b r u ­

a r y  12 ,  1907. The A c t in g  Com missioner  o f  P e n s io n s  n o t i ­

f i e d  him t h a t  in  s i m i l a r  ca se s  i n  1906 and 1907 i t  was 

h e l d  " t h a t  w here  a s o l d i e r  was d i s c h a r g e d  b y  r e a s o n  o f  

h a v in g  become d i s q u a l i f i e d  f o r  s e r v i c e ,  p h y s i c a l l y ,  

th r o u g h  h i s  own f a u l t ,  such  d i s c h a r g e  does n o t  c o n s t i ­

t u t e  an  h o n o r a b l e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  f o r  p e n s i o n a b l e

409i b i d . , See d e a th  n o t i c e  o f  John Humans, March 
5, 1897; A f n d a v i t s  o f  Jacob  R o b in so n ,  O c to b e r  19, 1897, 
W i l l i a m  H. G a r n e t t ,  June  4 ,  1897.

4 1 ° l s t  L t .  P a r l e y  H. E a t o n ,  Companies A § K, 2 0 th  
USCT, Widow's C e r t i f i c a t e  #699018, RG 15. War D ep a r tm en t  
t o  Com m iss ioner  o f  P e n s io n s  March 2 3 ,  1905; E a t o n ' s  i n ­
v a l i d  p e n s io n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  F e b ru a ry  12 ,  1907.
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p u r p o s e s . "  E a ton  r e s p o n d e d  two days l a t e r :

The rh eu m a t ism  from which  I s u f f e r e d  
was in  o r  n e a r  t h e  ank le  and was 
t h e  o n ly  t h i n g  e v i d e n t l y  which  our  
o l d  s u rg e o n  (Thomas Cushing)  c o u ld  
t h i n k  o f  on w hich  to  b a s e  a c e r t i ­
f i c a t e  Q. w a n te d  t o  go home s i n c e  
t h e  r e g im e n t  was no lo n g e r  on a c t i v e  
d u t y ) . T h is  same rheum at ism  had  shown 
i t s e l f  in  l i k e  manner long  b e f o r e  I 
co u ld  have  s u f f e r e d  from t h e  r e s u l t s  
o f  v i c i o u s  h a b i t s  whenever  exposed  to  
i n c l e m e n t  w e a t h e r .  I can o n ly  say  
from mv boyhood r e c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  
I s u f f e r e d  from some b lo o d  t a i n t  long 
b e f o r e  I c o u ld  know w ha t  i t  was t o  
have  s e x u a l  co n g re s s  . . . . * 1 1

Based  on h i s  a d e q u a te  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  B u rea u  o f  

P e n s io n s  g r a n t e d  him a $12 m onth ly  p e n s io n  e f f e c t i v e  

F e b ru a ry  13, 1907. E a ton  d i e d  on F e b ru a ry  12,  1910 

and was b u r i e d  a t  A r l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  C em eta ry .  Annie 

E a to n ,  h i s  widow, o b t a i n e d  a $12 p e n s i o n  f rom  F e b r u a r y  

16 ,  1910,  and d i e d  a t  age n i n e t y  on December 8,  1937 ,  

a t  Cape C h a r l e s ,  V i r g i n i a .  A nn ie ,  who had  been  r e c e i v ­

in g  a $40 p e n s i o n  p r i o r  t o  h e r  d e a t h ,  was l a i d  t o  r e s t  

n e x t  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d . 412

Some fo rm e r  s o l d i e r s  were g u i l t y  o f  d e s e r t i n g  

t h e i r  w i v e s .  I f  th e  s p o u s e  co u ld  p ro v e  t h a t  sh e  h a d  

b ee n  abandoned  t h e  B ureau  o f  P en s io n  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  one-  

h a l f  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s p e n s i o n  was fo rw a rd e d  t o  h e r .

P r i v a t e  S id n ey  N. B abcock ,  Company A, 2 6 th  USCT, who 

s e r v e d  from J a n u a r y  4 ,  1864 ,  t o  November 2 8,, 1865,  fo u n d

4 H l b i i d . ,  B ureau  o f  P en s io n  t o  E a t o n ,  A p r i l  10 ,  
1907; E a to n  t o  Com missioner  o f  P e n s i o n s ,  A p r i l  12,  1907.

412i b i d . . See Annie E a t o n ' s  w id o w 's  a p p l i c a t i o n  
#1332060 and d e a th  n o t i c e .
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t h a t  w i f e  d e s e r t i o n  was c o s t l y .  He was o r i g i n a l l y  

awarded a $6 p e n s io n  in  1892 b u t  was dropped  d u r in g  

C l e v e l a n d ’ s se c o n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (O c to b e r  12, 1895) .

In 1898 he was r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  p e n s io n  r o l l s .  N e t t l e  

B ab co c k ,  who m a r r i e d  S id n ey  in  C le v e la n d  on J a n u a r y  

5,  1876 ,  d e c l a r e d  on May 1 ,  1902 t h a t  he h a d  d e s e r t e d  

h e r  a b o u t  t e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  and t h a t  he had  f a i l e d  

t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  h e r  s u p p o r t .  Numerous a f f i d a v i t s  s u p ­

p o r t e d  h e r  c l a im s  t h a t  S idney  was a w i f e  b e a t e r .  In  

190 3 sh e  was awarded o n e - h a l f  o f  h i s  p e n s i o n  which  

am ounted  t o  f i v e  d o l l a r s .  Upon h i s  d ea th  on F e b ru a ry  

13,  1911, h e r  p e n s io n  i n c r e a s e d  t o  $12 and e v e n t u a l l y  

t o  $40 i n  1928. She d i e d  on O c to b e r  6 ,  1928.

C i rc u m s ta n c e s  sometimes p r e v e n t e d  v e t e r a n s  from 

o b t a i n i n g  p e n s i o n s .  A man m igh t  have  e n l i s t e d  u n d e r  an 

a l i a s  and no lo n g e r  remembered w h a t  name he  h a d  u s e d ,  o r  

he  c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  anyone who knew t h a t  he s u f f e r e d  from 

c h r o n i c  d i a r r h e a  o r  rh eu m a t i sm  in  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  o r  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  h a d  no  r e c o r d s  o f  such  a f f l i c t i o n s .  I t  i s  r e -  

g r e t a b l e  t h a t  men o f  such  i l k  w ere  d e n i e d  p e n s i o n s .  I t  

i s  ev e n  more p a t h e t i c  t h a t  u n d e s e r v in g  s o l d i e r s  o b t a i n e d

413pV£, S id n ey  N. B abcock ,  Co. A, 2 6 th  USCT,
Widow’s C e r t i f i c a t e  #722658, H. Clay  Evans t o  B abcock ,  
S e p t .  6 ,  189 8; Babcock t o  H. Clay Evans ,  S e p t .  15 ,  1898; 
Babcock t o  S .  E. Payne S e p t .  15,  1898; C h a r l e s  A. O r r  
t o  E v a n s ,  Nov. 29 ,  189 8; A f f i d a v i t  o f  N e t t l e  B abcock ,
May 3 ,  Aug. 11,  1902; A f f i d a v i t  o f  John H. 5 L in a  Mason, 
Aug. 1 1 ,  1902; A f f i d a v i t  o f  N e t t i e  B abcock ,  J a n .  2 7 ,  1903; 
A f f i d a v i t  o f  A b ina  W a r f i e l d ,  J a n .  2 8 ,  1903; E. F. Ware t o  
N e t t i e  and S id n e y  B a bcock ,  March 9 ,  1903; C h i e f  o f  F in a n c e  
D i v i s i o n  t o  B ureau  o f  P e n s i o n ,  March 14, 1928.
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them . P r i v a t e  Jacob  Henry McKinney ( a l i a s  Jacob Henry) 

was such  a p e r s o n .  He s e r v e d  in  Company A, 20 th  U . S . C . T . ,  

was found g u i l t y  o f  b e i n g  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v e ,  l o s t  h a l f  

o f  h i s  p a y ,  and s p e n t  t im e  i n  co n f in m e n t  a t  S h i p ' s  I s l a n d .

In  1903 h a l f  o f  h i s  p e n s i o n  was awarded to  h i s  w i f e  b e ­

c a u s e  o f  d e s e r t i o n .  However,  he  was d ropped  from the  r o l l s  

on J u l y  2 1 ,  1904, b e c a u s e  t h e  B ureau  o f  P en s io n s  d id  n o t  

know w here  h e  was r e s i d i n g .  C o n s eq u e n t ly  M a rg a re t  McKinney 

l o s t  h e r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  p e n s i o n .  His name was r e s t o r e d  t o  

t h e  r o l l s  i n  1906, b u t  by  t h e n  M a rg a re t  had  d i e d .

In  1911 a new p ro b lem  d e v e lo p e d  c o n c e r n in g  J aco b  

McKinney. Had he b een  h o n o r a b l y  d i s c h a r g e d  and s h o u ld  

he b e  a l l o w e d  to  k eep  h i s  p e n s io n  and remain  in  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  Home f o r  D i s a b l e d  V o l u n t e e r  S o l d i e r s ?  E v e n t u a l ­

l y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was r e s o l v e d  in  h i s  b e h a l f .  ^15 in  1915 

E l l e n  McKinney, age e i g h t y ,  swore  i n  a d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  

sh e  h a d  m a r r i e d  Jacob  on A p r i l  2 ,  1902 a t  P o r t  J e r v i s  and 

t h a t  he h a d  d e s e r t e d  h e r .  P r e s e n t i n g  p r o o f  o f  m a r r i a g e  

and d e s e r t i o n ,  she  was awarded  h a l f  o f  h i s  p e n s io n  u n d e r

4 1 4 p v t .  Jacob  Henry McKinney, Company A, 20 th  
USCT, S o l d i e r ' s  C e r t i f i c a t e  #767764, RG 15. D e p o s i t i o n  
o f  Jacob  H enry  Nov. 18 ,  1901 ,  O c to b e r  13, 1902; Commis­
s i o n e r  o f  P e n s io n s  t o  M a rg a re t  A. McKinney, December 2 2 ,  
1903;  T es t im o n y  o f  M a rg a re t  A. McKinney, March 4 ,  1903; 
C om m iss ioner  o f  P e n s io n s  t o  A u d i t o r ,  I n t e r i o r  D e p t . ,
T r e a s u r y  D e p t . ,  J u n e  12 ,  1906.

4 1 5 l b i d . . C om m iss ioner  o f  P e n s io n s  t o  J .  S .  F a s s e t t ,  
December 2 7 ,  1910; B ureau  o f  P e n s io n s  Memorandum,' S e p t .  2 1 ,  
1911; C om m iss ioner  o f  P e n s io n s  t o  A. J .  C l a r k ,  S e p t .  1 1 ,  
1911; A. J .  C la r k  t o  J .  L. D a v e n p o r t ,  O c to b e r  13,  1911.
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t h e  Act of  March 3 ,  1899. U n h ap p i ly  f o r  h e r ,  once 

Jacob  was d i s c h a r g e d  from an o l d  s o l d i e r ' s  home on 

June  29 ,  1915, she  l o s t  h e r  c l a im  t o  h e r  h a l f .  The 

Act o f  March 3, 1899 s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  a w ife  co u ld  n o t  

have a p e n s io n  a f t e r  a s o l d i e r  was d i s c h a r g e d  from a 

s t a t e  home u n l e s s  t h e y  h a d  " l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  c o n t i n u o u s ­

l y . . . "  o r  i f  th e y  w ere  m a r r i e d  p r i o r  t o  or  d u r in g  h i s  

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e . E l l e n  c o u ld  n o t  c l a im  e i t h e r .

J a c o b ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  b e n e f i t  f o r  lo n g  from 

t h a t  t e c h n i c a l i t y .  On O c to b e r  1 4 ,  1915 th e  B ureau  o f  

P e n s io n  n o t i f i e d  him t h a t  h i s  name was b e i n g  dropped  

from t h e  r o l l s ,  b e c a u s e  he  h ad  been  d i s h o n o r a b l y  d i s ­

c h a rg e d  due t o  d e s e r t i o n  on o r  a b o u t  June  2 5 ,  1865.

Caught on th e  same day t h a t  h e  d e s e r t e d ,  he was g iven  

a d i s h o n o r a b l e  d i s c h a r g e  on J a n u a r y  17 ,  1866,  r e t r o  a c t i v e  

t o  O c tobe r  7 ,  1865 ,  th e  d a t e  h i s  r e g i m e n t  was m u s t e r e d  

o u t . J a c o b  who had by  h i s  own a c t s  been  dropped  p r e ­

v i o u s l y  from t h e  p e n s i o n  r o l l s  was u n a b le  t o  r e g a i n  a 

p e n s i o n .  In  1920 he  h i r e d  Moses D. W estbrook  o f  P o r t  

J e r v i s  t o  o b t a i n  some money b u t  t h a t  e f f o r t  p ro v e d  f r u i t ­

l e s s .  418

4* ^ I b i d . . S a l t z g a b e r  t o  Commandant N.Y. S t a t e  
S o l d i e r s  and S a i l o r s  Home, S e p t .  2 3 ,  1915; B ro e f  f o r  
d r o p p in g  E l l e n ' s  p e n s i o n ,  O c to b e r  4 ,  1915; The S t a t u t e s  
a t  Large o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  Am erica  f rom  December 
Tff97 to  March 1899 .  v o l .  xxi( (W as h in g to n t 1 8 9 9 ) ,  1379- 
T75TF.

4 * ^ S a l t z g a b e r  t o  J a c o b  Henry McKinney, O c tober  
14,  December 16, 1915.
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T h is  s u r v e y  o f  p e n s i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f f e r s  

t e n t a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n s .  The a v e ra g e  p e n s i o n  r e c e i v e d  

a t  t im e  o f  d e a t l f  was $32. 55. Only t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

w ere  r e c e i v i n g  $100 p e n s i o n s ,  w h e re a s  two w ere  manag­

in g  on $6 and $12 a l l o w a n c e s .  Two v e t e r a n s  w ere  l a s t  

awarded checks  o f  $21.50  and $30 e a c h ;  o t h e r s  r e c e i v e d  

p e n s io n s  o f  $5 ,  $10 ,  $15, $ 1 8 .7 5 ,  $25 ,  $50 and  $72 a t  

th e  t im e  o f  d e a t h .  Over h a l f  o f  t h e  men w ere  r e c i p i ­

e n t s  o f  l i t e r a l l y  p e n n i e s  a day and a l l ,  p e r h a p s ,  a g r e e d  

w i th  J .  J .  A le x a n d e r  comment: "The p i t t a n c e ,  no m a t t e r

how l a r g e  v e ry  i l l y  r e p a y s  s o l d i e r s  f o r  t h e  e x p o s u re  

and h a r d s h i p s ,  t o  which t h e y  w ere  s u b j e c t e d ,  w h i l e  i n  l i n e  

o f  d u t y ,  i n  th e  w ar  1 8 6 1 - 5 . " ^ ^

Of th e  t h i r t y - t w o  f i l e s  ex am in ed ,  t w e n t y - t h r e e  

a p p l i c a n t s  r e c e i v e d  p e n s i o n s ,  w h i l e  f o u r  w ere  r e j e c t e d ,  

and C o lo n e l  N e lso n  B. B a r t r a m  d i d  n o t  a p p ly  f o r  a p e n s i o n .  

His widow and t h e  widows o f  f o u r  men who d i e d  w h i l e  t h e i r  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  w ere  b e i n g  p r o c e s s e d  w ere  g r a n t e d  p e n s i o n s .

Ten v e t e r a n s  r e c e i v e d  a p e n s i o n  w i t h o u t  any b u r e a u c r a t i c  

d e l a y s ,  w h e re a s  s i x  o b t a i n e d  an o r i g i n a l  p e n s i o n  b u t  w ere  

n o t  g r a n t e d  an i n c r e a s e .  Four v e t e r a n s  were  awarded i n -

4 1 8 s a l t z g a b e r  t o  J .  H. McKinney, A p r i l  9 ,  1920; 
S a l t z g a b e r  t o  Edmund P l a t t ,  May 10 ,  1920; Moses D. West­
b ro o k  t o  Com m issioner  o f  P e n s i o n s ,  March 2 5 ,  1920.

4 1 9 p v t .  C rosby  B. R i c h a r d ,  Co. H, 2 6 th  USCT, 
S o l d i e r ' s  C e r t i f i c a t e  #362909,  RG 15.  J .  J .  A lex a n d e r  
t o  V. W a rn e r ,  S e p te m b e r  3 ,  1907.



c r e a s e s  f o r  b o th  d i s a b i l i t y  and o l d  ag e .

The e v id e n c e  does n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  b l a c k s  

w ere  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  i n  t h e i r  p e n s i o n  a p p l i ­

c a t i o n s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  many w ere  v i c t i m i z e d  by 

t h e i r  i l l i t e r a c y .  W hi tes  who c o u l d  n o t  r e a d  e x ­

p e r i e n c e d  th e  same p rob lem s as  b l a c k s  in  o b t a i n i n g  

p e n s io n s  o r  i n c r e a s e s .  Membership i n  th e  Grand Army 

o f  t h e  R e p u b l ic  o f t e n  h e l p e d  m a r g i n a l  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  

o b t a i n  r e d r e s s  from t h e  B u reau  o f  P e n s i o n s ,  and in  t h i s  

a r e a  r a c i s m  p r e v e n t e d  some b l a c k s  from b e n e f i t i n g  from 

t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s l o b b y in g  p r e s s u r e s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t  b l a c k s  o r  w h i t e s  o b t a i n e d  p e n s i o n s  d e ­

pended  upon a number o f  f a c t o r s ,  c h i e f  o f  which was con­

c l u s i v e  p r o o f  o f  s e r v i c e  r e l a t e d  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  I n a b i l ­

i t y  t o  o b t a i n  p e n s io n s  u n d o u b t e d l y  ca u sed  b i t t e r n e s s  

among r e j e c t e d  a p p l i c a n t s ,  and  ev e n  t h o s e  who o b t a i n e d  

s m a l l  m onth ly  c h e c k s ,  am ounting  t o  p e n n i e s  a d ay ,  p e r ­

h a p s ,  wondered  i f  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s  h a d  been  i n  v a i n .



CONCLUSION

What c o n c lu s io n  can be  drawn from t h i s  s t u d y  

o f  th e  New York b l a c k  r e g im e n t s ?  In  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  

t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  Union army 

t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  Union p ro v e d  t h a t  t h e y  

w ould  f i g h t .  W. E. Woodward's 1928 a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  

" t h e  Am erican  n e g ro e s  a r e  t h e  o n ly  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  w o r l d . . . t h a t  e v e r  became f r e e  w i t h o u t  any  e f f o r t  

on t h e i r  own,"  i s  w i t h o u t  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  

s a c r i f i c e s  o f  b l a c k  r e g i m e n t s . ^20

The b l a c k  t r o o p s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  New York 

S t a t e  came from numerous s t a t e s  as  w e l l  as  f o r e i g n  

c o u n t r i e s .  Some o b v i o u s l y  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  o b t a i n  l a r g e  

b o u n t i e s ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many, th ough  s w in d le d  o u t  

o f  t h e i r  money, n e v e r t h e l e s s  r em a in ed  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  

n a t i o n  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e i r  l o y a l t y .  Those b l a c k s  who d e ­

s e r t e d  w ere  n o t  r e a l l y  co w a rd s ,  b u t  w ere  r e a c t i n g  t o  

t h e  more t h a n  u s u a l  d i s c o m f o r t s  o f  army l i f e .  Most 

w h i t e s  d e s e r t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  p a y ,  in a d e q u a c y  o f

4 2 0 ^  Woodward, Meet G e n e ra l  G ra n t  (New Y ork .  
192 8 ) ,  2 37 as q u o te d  in  James M cPherson ,  e d . , The N e g r o ' s  
C i v i l  War; How American N egroes  F e l t  and A c te d  D ur ing  
t h e  f c i v i l  War (New York .  l 9 6 ^ ) , v i i i .
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s u p p l i e s ,  l a c k  o f  sh o es  and h a r d s h i p s  o f  com bat.

These i s s u e s  a f f e c t e d  b l a c k s  s i m i l a r l y ,  b u t  th e  r e ­

c o rd  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  m ost  b l a c k s  ab sco n d ed  i n  l a r g e  

c i t i e s ,  o r  a f t e r  t h e  w ar  was o v e r  b u t  b e f o r e  t h e y  

w ere  d i s c h a r g e d .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  h o s t i l e  t r e a t m e n t  

when c a p t u r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e a t h ,  r a c i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  

m i l i t a r y ,  p o o r  eq u ip m en t  and in a d e q u a t e  h e a l t h  c a r e  

w ere  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c a u se d  b l a c k s  t o  d e s e r t .

The r e l a t i v e l y  low number o f  b l a c k  d e s e r t e r s  i s  a 

t e s t a m e n t  to  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

A lthough f i n a l  m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  S e c r e ­

t a r y  o f  War i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  w ere  n o t  b i o l o g i c a l l y  

i n f e r i o r  t o  w h i t e s ,  p r e j u d i c e d  o b s e r v e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

m a i n t a i n  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  b l a c k s  

w ere  n o t  g e n e t i c a l l y  f i t  f o r  combat b u t  w ere  b e t t e r  

s u i t e d  f o r  f a t i g u e  d u t y . ^ 2 *

The b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  New York S t a t e  f a c e d  

r e a l  and c o n s t a n t  d a i l y  examples o f  r a c i s m .  P e rh ap s  

t h e  in v o lv m e n t  o f  A fro -A m er ican s  i n  t h e  army h e l p e d  t o  

e r o d e  some o f  t h e  r a c i a l  b a r r i e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  n o t  

t o  t h e  p o i n t  where  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s  was a c h i e v e d .  

M i l i t a r y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  b l a c k s  ca u sed  some w h i t e s  t o  r e ­

a s s e s s  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  b i a s e d  v i e w s ,  b u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  con-

^21For  t h e  W orld  War I  p e r i o d  s e e  Thomas F.
G o s s e t t ,  R a c e ; The H i s t o r y  o f  an I d e a  i n  A m erica  (New 
Y o rk ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  366-369 .  For tF e  W orld  war I I  period s e e  
L u c i l l e  B. M i l n e r .  " J im  Crow in  t h e  Army." New R e p u b l i c ,
CX (March 13,  1 9 4 4 ) ,  339-342 as c i t e d  i n  GiTBTrt UsofsTcy, 
The Burden  o f  R a c e : A Documentary H i s t o r y  o f  N e g ro -White
K e T a t io n s  i n  America "(New V ork ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  414-TZO.
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t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  d i d  n o t  l e a d  to  n o t i c e a b l e  d i ­

m in u t io n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r a c i s m .  The Union League 

Club was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  h e l p i n g  to  b r i n g  a b o u t  some 

change  i n  a t t i t u d e .  I t s  i n s i s t e n c e  on r a i s i n g  t h e  

t h r e e  r e g im e n t s  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  so  much o p p o s i t i o n  i s  

a c r e d i t  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  U n d o u b ted ly ,  i t s  a c t i o n  

e n c o u ra g e d  o f f i c e r s  t o  s e e k  commissions in  t h e  " c o l o r e d  

r e g i m e n t s . "  P e rh ap s  t h e  Union L eague’s co m p le te  f a i t h  

i n  t h e  l o y a l t y  and f i g h t i n g  a b i l i t y  o f  b l a c k s  i n f l u e n c ­

ed  o t h e r  New Y o r k e r s .

A l l a n  N evins  w r o t e  t h a t  an " i m p o r t a n t  m o ra l  

s e q u e l  o f  th e  C i v i l  W a r . . .w a s  th e  e n l a r g e m e n t  and l i b e r ­

a l i z a t i o n  o f  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards  t h e  N egro ,  b o t h  N o r th  

and S o u t h . " 422 Im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  war  e n d e d ,  S o u th e r n  

b l a c k s  made g a i n s  more q u i c k l y  th a n  t h e i r  n o r t h e r n  

b r o t h e r s .  S l a v e r y  was d e s t r o y e d  by th e  ad v a n ces  o f  Union 

f o r c e s , and e v e n t u a l l y  Congress  p r o v id e d  th e  f reedm en  

w i t h  n o t  o n ly  t h e  f r a n c h i s e ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  governm ent  as e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  N o r ­

t h e r n  b l a c k s  w ere  f o r  t h e  m ost  p a r t  d e n ie d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  

s u f f r a g e  u n t i l  1870 and d i d  n o t  s i t  in  t h e  chambers o f  

C o n g ress  as l e g i s l a t o r s  u n t i l  a f t e r  1900, N o r t h e r n  Re­

p u b l i c a n s  w ere  d i v i d e d  o v e r  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r a c e .  Some 

a c c e p t e d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  w h i t e  supremacy and d i d  l i t t l e

422A l l a n  N e v in s .  War f o r  t h e  Union (5 v o l s . .  New 
Y o rk ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  IV, 397.
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to  a l l e v i a t e  r a c i s m  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  O th e r s  w ere  

l i k e  Ben Wade who r e c o g n i z e d  t h e i r  i n t e n s e  d i s t a s t e  f o r  

b l a c k s  b u t  who d i d  n o t  a l lo w  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  s e n t i m e n t s  

to  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e i r  " p u b l i c  co n ce rn  f o r  b r i n g i n g  

ab o u t  e q u a l i t y . "423

L ike  s e g r e g a t i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  1960*3, b i g o t e d  

New Y o rk e rs  p e r m i t t e d  t h e i r  f e l l o w  b l a c k  c i t i z e n s  t o  

e n jo y  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  t h a t  w ere  t h e  l e a s t  

c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  w h i t e  su p rem acy .  In 1864 th e  s t r e e t  r a i l ­

r o a d s  i n  M a n h a t ta n  a b o l i s h e d  r a c i a l l y  s e g r e g a t e d  s e a t i n g  

a f t e r  a l e g a l  c h a l l e n g e  f rom t h e  Union L eague ,  P o l i c e  

Com m issioner  Acton and t h e  M e rc h a n t ’ s R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

Yet how many New Y orke rs  w ere  a f f e c t e d  by t h a t  e l i m i n a t i o n  

o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ?  Those who d id  n o t  own p r i v a t e  c a r ­

r i a g e s  a v o i d e d  s i t t i n g  n e x t  t o  b l a c k s  o r  ig n o r e d  them in  

much t h e  same way M i s s i s s i p p i a n s  and G eo rg ian s  ig n o r e d  

b l a c k s  who e n t e r e d  t h e  r e c e n t l y  i n t e g r a t e d  r e s t a u r a n t s  

and lu n c h  c o u n t e r s  i n  t h e  19 5 0 ' s  and 1 9 6 0 ' s ,

"Power concedes  n o t h i n g  w i t h o u t  a demand,"

F r e d e r i c k  D o u g las s  h a s  in fo rm e d  u s .  Yet th e  T ec o rd  does 

n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b l a c k  New Y o rk e rs  r e s o r t e d  t o  v i o l e n t  

r h e t o r i c  o r  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  1860 ' s  as t h e y  s o u g h t  t o  

e l i m i n a t e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  employment

42 3nans l # T r e f o u s s e ,  Benjamin F r a n k l i n  Wade: 
R a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n  from Ohio (New York,  I § 6 i ) ,  3 l l - i l 3 .
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and p u b l i c  ac co m m o n d a t io n s . A l though  t h e  C i v i l  War 

showed them t h a t  v i o l e n c e  c o u ld  be u s e f u l ,  b l a c k s  

i n  New York sh unned  t h a t  a p p ro ac h  and c o n t in u e d  to  

f i g h t  r a c i s m  w i th  t h e  weapons o f  p e t i t i o n s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s  

and s u p p o r t  from s y m p a t h e t i c  w h i t e s .

The R everend  Dr.  D. W. B. D e r r i c k ,  a b l a c k  

crew member o f  t h e  f r i g a t e ,  "M in n e so ta "  d u r in g  th e

f i g h t  w i t h  t h e  r e b e l  ram , "M err im ac"  commented in  1886,

" I  c o n s i d e r  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  t h a t  a r e  e n jo y e d  by  us / S l a c k s 7

as a p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  m ust  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o . . . t h e

Union League Club o f  New Y o r k . . .  ,*'424 T^ e u n io n  League 

Club d i d  much t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  b a r r i e r s  o f  r a c i s m ,  b u t  

i t  c o u ld  h a v e  done m ore .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  d i d  n o t  sp eak  

o u t  a g a i n s t  s e g r e g a t e d  s c h o o l s  o r  o t h e r  forms o f  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n a l  r a c i s m .  In  t h e  v a r i o u s  Union League b a n q u e t s  

h e l d  i n  th e  1870*s and 1 8 8 0 ' s ,  members p r o u d l y  t o a s t e d  

t h e i r  i n v o lv e m e n t  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e  r e g im e n t s  and e l i m i n a t i n g  

s e g r e g a t e d  s e a t i n g  on t h e  s t r e e t  c a r s ,  y e t  t h e y  se ldom 

m e n t io n e d  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t e s t  f o r  b l a c k  

v o t e r s  o r  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  

Composed o f  w e a l t h y  b u s i n e s s  and c i v i c  minded g e n t l e m e n ,

42̂ Banquet Given by the Members of the Union 
League Club of 1863 and 1̂ 64 to Commemorate the bepar- 
ture for the seat of War of tHe~ .Twentieth Regiment of 
the UnitecT^tates 7Tolored“Troops Raised by the club 
TNewTork, T8WT7 577-------------------------------------------------------------
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t h e  Union League Club d i d  l i t t l e  t o  upgrade  t h e  em­

p loym en t  p i c t u r e  f o r  New York C i t y ' s  b l a c k  p o p u l a ­

t i o n .  As an o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  Club m a in ly  s u p p o r t e d  

re fo rm s  f o r  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  D r a f t  

R io t s  as a r e a c t i o n  " t o  t h e  o u t r a g e s  com m itted  by 

I r i s h m e n . "  In th e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s  t h e  c lub  became more 

d e v o te d  t o  " l e i s u r e  and s o c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .  I t  d i d  

n o t  " p u r s u e  l o c a l  r e f o r m s  f o r  b l a c k s  once c l a s s  and 

e t h n i c  t e n s i o n s  s u b s i d e d  i n  ^ftew York7 C i t y  a f t e r  t h e r
A O  C

w a r , "  This  was u n f o r t u n a t e  b e c a u s e  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  

i n  New York w ould  h av e  b e n e f i t e d  from an a g g r e s s i v e  

Union League i n  much t h e  same manner t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n ’s v ig o r o u s  p o l i c y  l e d  t o  t h e  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  

b l a c k s  i n t o  t h e  army.

B lack  and w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  w ere  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  

same p rob lem  o f  i n f e r i o r  w ea p o n s ,  i n a d e q u a t e  c l o t h i n g ,  

p o o r  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  s a l a r y  a r r e a r s ,  and b a t t l e f i e l d  

h a r d s h i p s .  B l a c k s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  t o  c o n te n d  w i t h  th e  

a d d i t i o n a l  p ro b lem  o f  r a c i s m .  Both  r a c e s  found  i t  

d i f f i c u l t  to  o b t a i n  p e n s i o n s  o r  i n c r e a s e s  and many who 

o b t a i n e d  them w ere  l i t e r a l l y  g e t t i n g  p e n n i e s  a day .

The C i v i l  War showed t h a t  i f  given t h e  o p p o r ­

t u n i t y ,  b l a c k s  w ou ld  f i g h t .  A l th o u g h  some w ere  d e s e r t e r s

425P a u l  R enard  M i g l i o r e ,  "The B u s in e s s  o f  U nion:
The New York B u s in e s s  Community and t h e  C i v i l  War" (P-h.D 
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  pp .  454 ,  455 ,
462.
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and t r o u b l e m a k e r s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  d id  t h e i r  d u ty  w i t h  

a minimum amount o f  c o m p la i n t .  As a v i t a l  cog i n  th e  

Union*s war  m a c h in e ry ,  t h e  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s  n o t  o n ly  

h e l p e d  t o  f r e e  t h e  s l a v e s  b u t  f o r c e d  A m erica  t o  a c ­

c e p t  t h e  r e a l i t y  t h a t  b l a c k s ,  t o o ,  w ere  c i t i z e n s  

w o r th y  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .
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APPENDIX I

B i r t h p l a c e  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  2 0 t h  R eg im e n t  U . S . C . T .

S t a t e  o r  C oun try Number o f  R e c r u i t s

New York 712
New J e r s e y 98
V i r g i n i a 95
Canada 71
M ary land 68
P e n n s y l v a n i a 65
West I n d i e s 27
W a s h in g to n ,  D. C. 23
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a 19
D elaw are 16
Mass a c h u s e t t s 15
S o u th  C a r o l i n a 14
C o n n e c t i c u t 13
T en n e s see 12
K en tucky 11
Ohio 10
Alabama 7
South  A m er ica 6
G e o rg ia 4
M i s s o u r i 4
I n d i a n a 3
Rhode I s l a n d 3
M i s s i s s i p p i 3
I l l i n o i s 2
M ic h ig an 2
L o u i s i a n a 2
A f r i c a  ~ 1
Maine 1
Vermont 1
N assau 1
E n g lan d 1
Sandwich I s l a n d 1
Mexico 1
Unknown o r  i l l e g i b l e 1 3

T o t a l  Number 1 ,32b  " -------

SOURCE: C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  r e c r u i t s  b y  c o m p a n i e s ,  D e s c r i p t i v e
B o o k ,  2 0 t h  R e g im e n t  USCT, com p anies  A t o  K, R e co r d  Group
9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .
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B i r t h p l a c e  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  2 6 t h  R eg im ent  U . S . C .T .

S t a t e  o r  C oun try Number o f  R e c r u i t s

New York 666
M a ry lan d 94
V i r g i n i a 87
P e n n s y l v a n i a 84
New J e r s e y 51
Canada 42
K en tucky 25
W a s h in g to n ,  D. C, 20
D elaw are 17
N o r th  C a r o l i n a 16
West  I n d i e s 15
Ohio 13
C o n n e c t i c u t 11
T e n n e s s e e 8
G e o rg ia 7
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 7
M i s s i s s i p p i 6
S o u th  C a r o l i n a 5
Alabama 4
Cape Verde  I s l a n d s 4
L o u i s i a n a 4
Rhode I s l a n d 4
P o r t u g a l 3
S p a in 3
M i s s o u r i 3
C h i l e 2
Vermont 2
E a s t  I n d i e s 1
I l l i n o i s 1
M ic h ig a n 1
I n d i a 1
A rk a n sa s 1
Mexico 1
F ra n c e 1
A f r i c a 1
C e n t r a l  Am erica 1
C a l i f o r n i a 1
Unknown o r  i l l e g i b l e 17

t o t a l  Number l ,k 3 0

SOURCE: C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  r e c r u i t s  by  c o m p a n ie s ,  D e s c r i p t i v e
B o o k ,  2 6 t h  R e g im e n t  USCT, com p anies  A t o  K, R eco rd  Group
9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .
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B i r t h p l a c e  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  3 1 s t  Regiment U .S .C .T .

S t a t e  o r  C o u n t ry Number o f  R e c r u i t s

V i r g i n i a 250
New York 219
Kentucky 78
Canada 76
M aryland 74
C o n n e c t i c u t 70
P e n n s y l v a n i a 66
N orth  C a r o l i n a 36
West I n d i e s 32
T en n essee 29
New J e r s e y 25
W a s h in g to n ,  D. C. 21
Delaware 19
Alabama 18
M i s s i s s i p p i 16
L o u i s i a n a 13
Ohio 13
G e o rg ia 12
Sou th  C a r o l i n a 12
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 11
Rhode I s l a n d 8
I n d i a n a 5
A f r i c a 4
S ou th  A m er ica 4
Mexico 3
M ich igan 3
I l l i n o i s 3
M is s o u r i 3
P o r t u g a l 2
China 2
A rkansas 2
E ng lan d 1
E a s t  I n d i e s 1
S p a in 1
F ran ce  ( S t .  H e le n a ) 1
F o r t  J a c k s o n  ( L o u i s i a n a ) 1
F l o r i d a 1
Unknow o r  i l l e g i b l e 56

T o t a l  Number 1 . z i i  ...........

SOURCE: C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  r e c r u i t s  b y  c o m p a n i e s ,  D e s c r i p t i v e
B o o k ,  3 1 s t  R e g im e n t  USCT, co m p a n ie s  A t o  K, R ecord  Group
9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .
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APPENDIX IV

S t a t e d  O c c u p a t io n s  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  2 0 th  R e g im e n t  U . S . C . T .

O ccu p a t io n s Number o f  R e c r u i t s

L a b o re r 616
Farmer 340
S a i lo r - S e a m a n 66
W a i te r 56
Boatman 30
B a r b e r 28
Cook 22
H o s t l e r 20
T eam ste r 15
B u t c h e r 10
S tew ard 7
B la c k s m i th 6
Coachman 6
C a rp e n te r 5
Shoemaker 5
T anner 3
Cooper 3
Mas on 3
Carman 2
P r i n t e r 2
G ardner 2
B u t l e r 2
P o r t e r 2
Mechanic 2
M i l l e r 2
S e r v a n t 2
C le rk
S t o n e c u t t e r
Ropemaker
E n g in e e r
B ookkeeper
W hi tew asher
P a i n t e r
M erchan t
M a c h in i s t
S t e v a d o r e
F isherm an
Fireman
S tab lem an
C a b in e t  maker
D r i v e r
Sweeper
Oysterman
Wood saw yer
F l o o r  c l e a n e r
T o b a c c o n i s t
T e n a n t

( C o n t . )
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APPENDIX IV

S t a t e d  O c c u p a t io n s  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  2 0 th  Regiment U.S.CwT. (C o n t . )

O c c u p a t io n s Number o f  R e c r u i t s

C ha i rm ake r 1
Baker 1
Unknown o r  i l l e g i b l e 45

T o t a l  Number 1 ,325

SOURCE: Compiled f rom D e s c r i p t i v e  Book, 2 0 th  Regt ,  U . S . C . T . ,
Record  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .
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APPENDIX V-

S t a t e d  O c c u p a t io n s  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  2 6 t h  R e g im e n t  U . S . C . T .

O c c u p a t io n s  Number o f  R e c r u i t s

L a b o re r 564
Farmer 296
S a i lo r -S e a m a n 60
B arb e r 42
W a i te r 37
Cook 31
Boatman 22
H o s t l e r 15
T eam ste r 14
B la c k s m i th 12
Coachman 10
D r i v e r 8
S tew ard 7
P o r t e r 6
C a rp e n te r 6
S e r v a n t 5
Carman 4
Mason 4
Lumberman 3
Shoemaker 3
Cooper 3
Baker 3
B r ickm aker 3
D oc to r 2
Oysterman 2
M i l l e r 2
C le rk 2
P l a s t e r e r 1
Paperm aker 1
C a t e r e r 1
Smith 1
Wagonmaker 1
B r i c k l a y e r 1
E n g in e e r 1
B aske tm aker 1
C ha irm aker 1
T o b a c c o n i s t 1
C a rp e t  s h a k e r 1
Coachmaker 1
M arble  C u t t e r 1
Longshoremen 1
T a i l o r 1
H a t t e r 1
Spokemaker 1
Stonemason 1

( C o n t . )
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APPENDIX V I Z

S t a t e d  O c c u p a t io n s  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  2 6 t h  R eg im en t  U . S . C . T .  ( C o n t . )

O ccu p a t io n s Number o f  R e c r u i t s

C a b in e t  Maker 1
C h a i r  C arve r 1
P o l i s h e r 1
M echanic 1
W o o d c u t te r
M oulder 1
E d i t o r 1
W hitew asher 1
P a i n t e r 1
S a lo o n k e e p e r 1
Unknown o r  i l l e g i b l e 25

T o t a l  Number

SOURCE: Compiled from D e s c r i p t i v e  Book, 2 6 th  Regiment
U . S . C . T . ,  R ecord  Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,



APPENDIX VI '~ ;

S t a t e d  O c c u p a t io n s  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  3 1 s t  R eg im en t  U . S . C . T ,

O ccu p a t io n s Number o f  R e c r u i t s

L ab o re r 490
Farmer 275
S a i lo r - S e a m a n 73
W a i te r 58
Cook 40
Boatman 25
B a rb e r 20
H o s t l e r 16
B la c k s m i th 12
T eam ste r 11
Shoemaker 8
Coachman 6
P a i n t e r 6
C a r p e n te r 5
C lerk 4
Carman 4
B u tc h e r 4
Mechanic 4
P o r t e r 4
E n g in e e r 3
W hitew asher 3
Baker 3
T a i l o r 3
Mason 3
Cooper 3
S e r v a n t 3
M i l l e r 2
D oc to r 2
B arkeep 2
Lumberman 2
S tew ard 2
C a t e r e r 2
Waterman 2
Horseman 2
M i n i s t e r 1
J o i n e r 1
C ig a r  maker
Groom 1
Oys te rm an 1
M u s ic ian 1
Fireman 1
D r i v e r 1
Gunsmith 1

( C o n t . )
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APPENDIX VI;

S t a t e d  O ccupa t ions  o f  R e c r u i t s ,  3 1 s t  Regiment U .S .C .T .  (C o n t . )

O ccu p a t io n s Number o f  R e c r u i t s

Truckman 1
Cartman 1
J o b b e r 1
M erchant 1
S t o n e c u t t e r 1
Sawyer
Hackman 1
P h o to g ra p h e r 1
M a r in e r 1
Gasmaker 1
Bootmaker 1
Drayman 1
S a i lm a k e r 1
T o b a c c o n i s t 1
Tanner 1
B r i c k l a y e r 1
B r ickm ake r 1
Unknown o r  i l l e g i b l e 76

T o t a l  Number 1 , 2 n

SOURCE: Compiled from D e s c r i p t i v e  Book, 3 1 s t  Regiment
U . S . C . T . ,  Record Group 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .
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APPENDIX W I  

R o s t e r ,  O f f i c e r s ,  2 0 th  Regiment U .S .C .T .*

Name Rank Age D ate  o f  E n l i s t m e n t  
i n t o  th e  20 th

B a r t r a m ,  Nelson  B. 
M a th e r ,  A. E. 
W e l l s ,  Amos P. 
C u sh in g ,  ;Thomas 
Golderman, Casper’ 
Le Vere  George W. 
S t e p h e n s ,  David 
Goold ,  James S. 
F o s t e r ,  George 
Rouse,  Henry H. 
B a m a b y ,  John  E. 
Wage, Edwin L. 
Putnam, Samuel P. 
Moore, W i l l ia m  
H u l l ,  A l b e r t  B. 
C u r ry ,  E l i j a h  S. 
S t i l e s ,  D elos  F. 
Dow, Frank E. 

* * Jo h n so n ,  J .  D. 
M a r t i n ,  Norman R. 
P i l l s w o r t h ,  David 
Cooper ,  M a r t in  
G r e e l e y ,  W a l lace  
Sumner, N e lson  R. 
Blakem an,  John  P. 
G e r r i s h ,  W i l l ia m  

* * P h e lp s ,  Dudley F. 
**M ather ,  E l i a s  C. 

Thomas, John J .  
S t r o n g ,  Byron F. 
Van Ornum, W i l l ia m  
B r i g g s ,  C h a r l e s  A. 
S m i th ,  M ort im er  F. 
G a rd n e r ,  I s a a c  G. 
A m buste r ,  Benjamin 
E a to n ,  P a r l e y  
H a b b e r to n ,  John  
Trom bly ,  Bruno 

* * C h a r l e s ,  A. W. 
* * J e n k i n s ,  C h a r l e s  H. 
**McCluskey, W i l l ia m

C o lo n e l 28
L t .  C o l .
Major 29
M a jo r / S u r g . 42
Q . M . / l s t  L t . 30
C h a p la in 43
A s s t .  S u rg . 28
C a p ta in 22

t l 27
f f 26
f t 27
f f 27
f f 22
t f 26
f t 21
f f 29
f f 37

1 s t  L t .
f f

29
f f 20
f f 22
t f 26
f t 26
t f 25

1 s t  L t . / A d j t . 25
1 s t  L t . 21
1 s t  L t . / A d j t .
1 s t  L t .
2nd L t . 22

t f 22
f t 23
f t 23
f f 21
f t 29
t f 19
f t 22
f t 22
f t 26
f t m m

f t m m

f f m m

J a n u a r y 20 , 1864

J a n u a r y 15, 1864
December 24 , 1863
December 16 , 1863
J a n u a r y 25 , 1864
J a n u a r y 21 , 1864
December 31 , 1863
December 31 , 1863
J a n u a r y 21, 1864
Ja n u a r y 28 , 1864
J a n u a r y 22, 1864
J a n u a r y 20 , 1864
F eb ru a ry 4, 1864
J a n u a r y 20, 1864
J a n u a r y 29 , 1864
J a n u a r y 27 , 1864
March 20 , 1864

December 15 , 1863
December 15 , 1863
December 15 , 1863
J a n u a r y 30, 1864
F e b ru a ry  2 , 1864
F e b ru a ry 3 , 1864
F e b ru a ry  9 , 1864

December 17 1863
December 18 1863
December 18 1863
December 15 1863
J a n u a r y  25 ,  1864 
J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1864 
J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  186 4 
J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1864 
J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1864 
J a n u a r y  22 ,  1864

A ugust  14, 1864

( C o n t . )
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a p p e n d ix  y m

R o s t e r ,  O f f i c e r s ,  2 0 t h  R eg im ent  U . S . C . T . *  ( C o n t . )

Name Rank Age D ate  o f  E n l i s t m e n t  
i n t o  t h e  20 th

*Chambers,  A lex  W. M

* B a s s l e r ,  S. S t e i n t f

* C a r t e r ,  George F. f t - -
* S c h r a u t ,  Augustus t r m

* P a r k e r ,  Thomas n

* No d a t e ,  p r o b a b ly  March o r  A p r i l  1864 b e c a u s e  C a p ta in  
S t i l e s  com mitted  s u i c i d e  in  May.

* * J o in e d  th e  r e g im e n t  l a t e r .

SOURCE: R o s t e r  o f  O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  2 0 th  M u s te red  i n t o  t h e
U n i te d  S t a t e s  S e r v i c e , k e g t . T a p e r s - - M i s c e l l a n e o u s  t ZOth 
UScT, Record Croup 9 4 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .  Union League 
Club R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee on V o l u n t e e r i n g  P r e s e n t e d  
O c to b e r  1S . T ? 6 4 . 54; David  J .  P i i i s w o r t h  F i l e  i n  ZOth R e g t .  
USci PolcTer, New York H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .



252

APPENDIX Ifti l l  

O f f i c e r s ,  26 th  Regiment U . S . C . T . ,  J u n e  3 0 ,  1865

Name Rank Date o f O r i g i n a l  E n t ry  i n t o  S e rv ic
Commission Date  Grade

*W ill iam S i  1 l im an 
Wm. B. Guernsey 
I r a  Winans 
C h a r l e s  M a t t i s o n  
Buel  A. Man 

*James Uglow 
Jon L. W h i t t a k e r
D. D, Taulman 

*Edward C. Fox
B. F, Randolph 

*Edwin P. Dye
A. B. W hitney  
Cyrus G. Dyer 
Wm. W. T racy  
H. L. S a l s b u r v  
George E ngland  
Wm. A. Graham 

*A us t in  A lv o rd  
Wm. D av e n p o r t
E. W. P e t t i t  
A. C. McDonald
C. W. Robbins 
S y l v e s t e r  S o p e r

*James Spry  
James Sp rague  
H a r ry  S e r g e a n t
F. K. O rv is

*Rufus Joh n so n  
*Eugene L. Barnes  

R o b e r t  A i to n  
James B. Chase 
E. L. M i l l e r  
A. P. Van S a n fo rd  
J .  H. S w e r t f a g e r  
John Reed 
A. G a r d in e r  
J .  H. W atrous  
A. H. H a r t  
J o s e p h  L. T u l l  
Jo s e p h  B. Mason 
A. W. Jerom e 

*A. A. Van G u i l d e r

C o l .
C o l .
Major 
Adj t ,
Q.M.
S u rg .
A s s t .  Surg,

t f 91
f f

C h a p la in  
C a p t .

May 30, 1865 O c t .  31 ,  1861 C a p t .  V o ls .  
Feb. 17, 1864 May 2 7 ,  1861 P v t .
Mar. 7 ,  1864 Aug. 30 ,  1862 P v t .
J a n .  6 ,  1865 Aug. 5 ,  1861 P v t .

J a n .  25,  1864 F eb .  2 ,  1864 A s s t .  S u rg .
Apr. 29,  1864 May 18 ,  1864 A s s t .  S u rg .

Mar. 22, 1864 Mar,  27 ,  1864 C h a p la in
f t

f t

f t

f f

t l

f f

f f

f f

f t

f t

f t

f t

1 s t  L t .
f t

f t

f f

t f

f t

f t

f t

f f

f t

t f

f f

f t

2nd L t .
f t

t f

t f

f t

f t

J a n .  20,  1864 
J a n .  29,  1864 
J a n  25, 1864 
Feb .  12, 1864 
Feb. 12, 1864 
J a n .  1864 
Mav 11, 1864 
May 11, 1864 
O ct .  26 ,  1864 
J a n .  6 ,  1865 
Feb. 1, 1864

A pr .  1 7 ,  1861 1 s t  L t . /Q .M , 
May 2 6 ,  1862 P v t .
Aug. 2 6 ,  1862 P v t .
Aug. 1 2 ,  1861 1 s t  L t .
Mar.  3 ,  1862 P v t .
Mar.  1 5 ,  1862 --------
A pr .  2 4 ,  1861 P v t .
J u n e  19 ,  1864 P v t .
Aug. 5 ,  1862 P v t .
Aug. 5 ,  1862 P v t .
O c t .  8 ,  1861 C a p t .  V o ls .

J a n .  27 ,  1864 Aug. 5 ,  1862 P v t .
J a n .  27, 1864 J a n .  2 1 ,  1862 P v t .
J a n ,  28 ,  1864 F eb .  1 8 ,  1864 1 s t  Lt,

Feb. 22 
A pr.  26 
May 11 
J a n .  6 
May 30 
May 30 
May 30 
J a n .  7 
J a n .  7 
Nov, 5 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 7

, 1864 
, 1864

1864
1865 
1865 
1865 
1865 
1864 
1864
1864
1865 
1865

May 3 ,  
May 18 ,  
J u n e  21 
Dec.  7 ,  
S e p t  15 
Aug. 10 
S e p t  3 ,  
J u l y  26 
S e p t  3 ,  
Nov. 5 ,  
J a n .  19 
S e p t  2 ,

1862 
1864 

, 1862 
1861 

, 1861 
, 1861 

1861 
, 1861 

1862 
1864 

, 1864 
1863

P v t .
1 s t  L t .
P v t .
P v t .
P v t .
P v t .
P v t .
P v t .
P v t .
2nd L t .
P v t .
P v t .

*S erved  t h e  r e g im e n t  p r i o r  t o  June  3 0 ,  1865.
SOURCE: R oster  o f  the  26th U nited  S t a t e s  C o lored  Troops ( J u n e  30.
1 8 6 5 ) ,  R egt .  P a p e rs - -M isc e l la n e o u s  , 2 6 th  UScT, kecord Group 9 4 ,  
N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s .  Union League Club Report o f  the Committee on 
V o lu n te e r in g  P re sen te d  October 13TTE6 4 , 54.
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APPENDIX S i t e  

O f f i c e r s ,  3 1 s t  Regiment U . S . C . T . ,  O c to b e r  1 ,  1865

Name Rank Date o f O r i g i n a l  E n t r y  i n t o  Reg t .
Commission Date Grade

Henry C. Ward 
A l b e r t  Jo n es  

*Wm. E. W. Ross 
Thomas W r ig h t  

*Wm. S. Tremain 
P e r r y  B a r r i t t  
Wm, M a r t in  
C l a r k  C a u h i l l  

*Frank  White  
A ugus tus  A lvord  
R, A, B arnes  
D. L. W ilson  
A. N. Goldwood 
Jo h n  R. M o r r i s  
Henry  L. B l i s s  

* C h a r l e s  Robinson 
*Adgate  L. Loomis 
* C h a r le s  L. F inney  
*Pembroke V. Wise 
* R ic h a rd  K W oodruff  
*S. J .  Shoop 

C h a r l e s  F. U l r i c k  
George Greenman 
R i c h a r d  C. B a r r i t t  
James H. C a t h c a r t  
Henry A. Downing 
Wm. C. W i l l i a m s  
H enry  H. W ilso n  
I r a  S. Smith  

*Edwin Leach 
John  F. S a n fo rd  
Henry  A. Bingham 
A l b e r t  Latham 

* E l i a s  B. Yordy 
C lay  W. Evans 
Dudley C. Bixby 
Thomas W. G ardner  
Wm. H. S lo an  

*James B. Mason 
John  H. P e o h in e  2nd 
Solomon C. Tenney " 
Emery D. Rogers  "

Col .
L t .  Col .
L t .  Col .
Major
S u rg .
S u rg .
A s s t .  S u rg .

t l  t f

I t  t t

O ct. 29 , 1864 Nov. 6 , 1864 Col .
Apr. 12, 1865 Apr. 12 , 1865 L t .  Col .

S e p t 27 , 1864 Mar. 3 , 1864 C ap t .

S e p t 12, 1864 O c t . 28 , 1864 S u rg .
Apr. 27 , 1865 May 9 1865 A s s t .  Surg
June 11, 1865 J u l y 2 , 1865 Vt  t f

C h a p la in  J a n .  2 0 ,  1865 F eb .  9 ,  1865 C h a p la in
A d j t .  J a n .  2 7 ,  1865 A pr.  1 7 ,  1864 2nd L t .
Q. M. Apr.  7 ,  1864 Apr.  1 4 ,  1864 1 s t  L t . /Q .M
C ap t .  May 5,  1864 May 2 9 ,  1864 C a p t .

" Aug. 30,  1864 S e p t  29 ,  1864 C ap t .
" Nov. 2 8 ,  1864 Apr.  1 ,  1864 1 s t  L t .

Nov. 2 8 ,  1864 Mar.  14 ,  1864 1 s t  L t .
J a n .  27 ,  1865 J a n .  31 ,  1865 1 s t  L t .
Mar. 8 ,  1865 A pr .  1 5 ,  1864 1 s t  L t .
Mar. 23 ,  1865 S e p t  18 ,  1864 1 s t  L t .
May 2 2 ,  1865 Feb 1 ,  1864 2nd L t .
Ju n e  1 ,  1865 Mar.  15,  1864 2nd L t .
May 3,  1864 May 14,  1864 1 s t  L t .
Nov. 23 ,  1864 Mar. 17 ,  1864 2nd L t .

Nov. 2 8 ,  1864 Mar. 22 ,  1864 2nd L t .
Ju n e  2 7 ,  1865 Mar.  1 6 ,  1864 M
Ju n e  27 ,  1865 Apr.  2 0 ,  1864 "

Mar. 4 ,  1865 Dec. 4 ,  1864 "
May 2 2 ,  1865 Aug. 2 8 ,  1864 "
May 2 2 ,  1865 Dec. 10 ,  1864 "
Ju n e  1,  1865 Feb .  18 ,  1865 "

L t .  Nov. 30, 1864 Dec. 4 ,  1864 2nd L t .
May 27 ,  1865 J u l y  4 ,  1865 "
Aug. 17 ,  1865 Aug. 1 7 ,  1865 "

Vt

1 s t  L t .

«V

( C o n t . )
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APPENDIX IXv

O f f i c e r s ,  3 1 s t  Regiment  U . S . C . T . ,  O c to b e r  1 ,  1865 ( C o n t . )

Name Rank D ate  o f  O r i g i n a l  E n t r y  i n t o  Regt .
Commission Date Grade

*Henry L. Lawton 
*John E. Wheelock 
*Wm. H. Ayers 
*E. Burgoyne 
*John S. A p p le to n  
*Frank  E. Woodruff

*S erved  t h e  r e g im e n t  p r i o r  t o  O c to b e r  1 ,  1865.

SOURCE: R o s t e r  o f  Commissioned O f f i c e r s , 3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .  f o r
O c to b e r  1 s t  186*5, R eg t .  P a p e r s - - M ± s c e l l a n e o u s  3 l s t  u s t r ,  Re­
co rd  Group 94 ,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s .  Union League Club R e p o r t  
o f  t h e  Committee o f  V o l u n t e e r i n g  P r e s e n t e d  dcto"ber 1 3 , 1 8 6 4 , 

.
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C a s u a l t i e s ,  R e c r u i t s ,  O f f i c e r s ,  2 0 th  U . S . C . T .

255

O f f i c e r s E n l i s t e d  Men

K i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n - -

D ied  o f  wounds 1

D ied  o f  d i s e a s e 1 263

Drowned 1

S u i c i d e 1 3

Suns t r o k e 1

A c c i d e n t

M urdered

Causes  n o t  s t a t e d 14

T o t a l s 2 283

SOURCE: F r e d e r i c k  P h i s t e r e r ,  Comp., New York i n  t h e  War o f
t h e  R e b e l l i o n ,  1861 t o  1865 (3 rd  e d . , 6 v o l s . . “ A l b a n y , 1 9 1 7 ) ,
V7” 4ttt:
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C a s u a l t i e s ,  R e c r u i t s ,  O f f i c e r s ,  2 6 th  U .S .C .T .

256

O f f i c e r s E n l i s t e d  Men

K i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n 21

Died o f  wounds 2 7

Died o f  d i s e a s e 2 10 2

Drowned 1 4

S u i c i d e - -

Suns t r o k e - - 2

A c c i d e n t

M urdered -- 1

Causes  n o t  s t a t e d 3

T o t a l s 5 140

SOURCE: F r e d e r i c k  P h i s t e r e r ,  Comp., New York in  t h e  War
o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n ,  1861 t o  1865 C3rd e d . , 6 v o l s . ,  A lb a n y ,  
15-1177 V; "4137.
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C a s u a l t i e s ,  R e c r u i t s ,  O f f i c e r s ,  3 1 s t  U .S .C .T .

2 5 7

O f f i c e r s E n l i s t e d  Men

K i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n 2 35

Died o f  Wounds 1 19

Died o f  d i s e a s e 1 100

Drowned - - 3

S u i c i d e

Suns t r o k e 1

A c c i d e n t 3

M urdered 1

Causes  n o t  s t a t e d 15

T o t a l s 4 177*

*A cco rd in g  t o  P h i s t e r e r  f i v e  d i e d  a t  t h e  hands o f  th e  enemy.

SOURCE: F r e d e r i c k  P h i s t e r e r ,  Comp., New York in  t h e  War o f
th e  R e b e l l i o n ,  1861 to  1865 (3 rd  e d . . b v o l s ,  .""Xlbany, 19TT). 
77"4T3T:
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