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Abstract

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION IN A SMALL-SCALE MISSISSIPPIAN 

SOCIETY: IMPLICATIONS FOR CHIEFDOM FORMATION

by

John Howard B l i t z  

Advisor: Professor  Warren R. DeBoer

There i s  genera l  agreement that l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  M iss i s s ip p ia n  

populat ions  in the Southeastern United S t a te s  were organized as ranked 

s o c i e t i e s  or chiefdoms. Yet l i t t l e  i s  known about bow chiefdoms form or 

the b a s i s  of s o c i a l  ranking.  Both large  and small p o l i t i e s  e x i s t e d  but 

there  has been l i t t l e  comparative study to  determine bow s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  

and economic o r gan iza t ion  v a r i e s  w ith  the s i z e  of M iss i s s ip p ia n  

p o l i t i e s .  Understanding the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between p o l i t y  s i z e ,  degree of 

s o c i a l  ranking, and resource  contro l  i s  necessary for  an in t e r p r e t a t io n  

of  the developmental c y c l e  of  chiefdom formation and fragmentat ion.

These qu es t ion s  are addressed with  excavat ion  data from a small 

M iss i s s ip p ia n  p o l i t y  in the c en tra l  Tombigbee River v a l l e y  of  Alabama 

and M is s i s s ip p i :  Lubbub Creek, a lo c a l  c en te r ,  and four  farmstead s i t e s .  

The emergence of formal leadership i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  M iss i s s ip p ia n  

s o c i e t i e s  may be r e la t e d  to condit ions  promoting fa r m s te a d / lo c a l  center  

i n t e g r a t io n .  P r o te c t io n  of d ispersed  farmsteads and h a r v e s t s  created a 

s i t u a t i o n  for  which s torage  and consumption of  pooled food a t  a 

f o r t i f i e d  center was a s o l u t i o n .  S i t e  s e a s o n a l i t y ,  s c a l e  of
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f o r t i f i c a t i o n * ,  and fauna1 evidence reveal farmsteads and l o c a l  center  

to  be interdependent.  A r c h i t e c tu r a l ,  a r t i f a c t ,  and faunal evidence  

demonstrate* that the Lubbub Creek mound v a t  the focus  o f  r i t u a l  and 

f e a s t i n g ,  a context  for  the emergence of s a n c t i f i e d  au th or i ty .

Tombigbee farm a t e a d / l o c a l  center  a r t i f a c t  c l a s s e s  are compared to  

determine i f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  r e f l e c t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  

r e s t r i c t e d  a ccess .  Contrary to  some models of  chiefdom p o l i t i c a l  

economy, p r e s t ig e  goods production and consumption evidence i s  found 

throughout the s e t t le m en t  system. The e f f e c t  of reg ion a l  

ex ch a n g e /a l l ia n c e  networks on the development of small  M is s i s s ip p ia n  

p o l i t i e s  i s  explored through comparison of  n o n - lo c a l  a r t i f a c t  

frequenc ies  in  Tombigbee and Moundville b u r ia l s .  Would-be e l i t e s  at  

Lubbub Creek were apparently  unsu ccess fu l  in expanding economic con tro l ,  

perhaps due to  the i n a b i l i t y  to compete on an equal b a s i s  w i th  larger  

p o l i t i e s  for  acces s  to  n o n - lo c a l  goods.

I t  i s  concluded that  the s a n c t i f i e d ,  s e c u r i t y  maintainance r o l e s  of  

communal food s torage/d isbursem ent  and war le a d e rsh ip  were a s u f f i c i e n t  

b a s i s  for  formal c h i e f l y  authority  in small  p o l i t i e s  such as Lubbub 

Creek but i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  s u s t a in  econ om ica l ly -b ased  s o c i a l  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

T h i s  s tu d y  p r e s e n t s  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r em a in s  of  

p r e h i s t o r i c  f a r m e r s  who o n c e  i n h a b i t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  

v a l l e y  in  what  i s  now Alabama and M i s s i s s i p p i .  For  much of  t h e  1970s ,  a 

d e d i c a t e d  team of a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  and  s t u d e n t s ,  s u p p o r t e d  by u n i v e r s i t i e s  

and F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  l a b o re d  t o  r e t r i e v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h e s e  

a n c i e n t  s o c i e t i e s  b e f o r e  t h e i r  d w e l l i n g  p l a c e s  were  d e s t r o y e d  by a l o c k  

and dam s y s t e m .  The p r o d u c t  of  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  v a a  an  enormous d a t a  base  

w i t h  which  t o  g e n e r a t e  a r i c h ,  e l a b o r a t e  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of t e n  

th o u s a n d  y e a r s  o f  N a t i v e  A mer ican  l i f e .

In  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  pageB,  I f o c u s  on one p a r t  of  t h i s  t im e  span ,  front 

around  A.D. 900 u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  an i n t e r v a l  d u r i n g  

which  t h e  Tombigbee s o c i e t i e s  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  z e n i t h  of  c u l t u r a l  

c o m p l e x i t y .  In  d o in g  so I  hope t o  r e v e a l  s o m e th in g  o f  w ha t  l i f e  f o r  

members o f  t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s  was l i k e ,  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e i r  

s o c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and some of t h e  p rob lem s  th e y  c o n f r o n t e d  and 

s o l v e d .  From t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  Tombigbee s o c i e t i e s  can be r e l a t e d  

t o  a b ro a d  c u l t u r a l  deve lopm en t  t h a t  accom pan ied  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  i n t e n s i v e  

m a iz e  c u l t i v a t i o n  in  t h e  E a s t e r n  Woodlands ,  a dev e lo p m en t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  

r e f e r r e d  t o  by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  a s  t h e  " M i s s i s s i p p i a n . "  I have  a t t e m p t e d
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t o  i s o l a t e  some of  t h o s e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  o p e r a t e d  w i t h i n  Tombigbee 

s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  promoted  t h e  e n f o l d i n g  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  way o f  l i f e  

and t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how s i m i l a r  o r  d i f f e r e n t  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  were  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  M id -S ou th .

At a n o t h e r  a n a l y t i c a l  l e v e l ,  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  can be p l a c e d  

w ic h i n  g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  c o m p l e x i t y  in  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  

of  human s o c i e t i e s .  With t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  r i s e  and 

d e c l i n e  o f  M i s s i s B i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  a l o n g  t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  may p r o v i d e  

i n s i g h t s  i n t o  p r o c e s s e s  o f  c u l t u r a l  change  and s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  

deve lopment  and m a i n t a i n a n c e  of  ch ie fdom s  and s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h i e s .  My 

o b j e c t i v e  h e r e  i s  n o t  t o  f i t  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  Tombigbee com m uni t ie s  i n t o  

an e v o l u t i o n a r y  p i g e o n h o l e  or  t o  propound  l a w - l i k e  p r i n c i p l e s .  Because 

e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a t e g o r i e s  such  a s  ch ie fdom  encom pass  a w ide  r a n g e  of human 

s o c i e t i e s ,  I have  t r i e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  a number of  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  would 

r e v e a l ,  however i n c o m p l e t e l y ,  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p ,  d e g re e  of  s o c i a l  

r a n k i n g  and r e s o u r c e  c o n t r o l  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  Tombigbee 

c o m m u n i t i e s .  A r c h a e o l o g i s t s  must  above a l l  document t h e  a c t u a l  c o u r s e  

o f  human p r e h i s t o r y ,  and i t  i s  from c a s e  s t u d i e s  f i r m l y  r o o t e d  w i t h i n  

s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r a l - h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t s ,  such  as  I  hope t o  p r e s e n t  h e r e ,  

t h a t  t h e  b r o a d e r  mechan isms and r e g u l a r i t i e s  of  c u l t u r a l  e v o l u t i o n  may 

be p l a c e d  i n  p r o p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .

S o u t h e a s t e r n  h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  r e v e a l s  t h a t  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  v a r i e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  s i z e  and s o c i a l  

c o m p l e x i t y .  However,  c u r r e n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i a l  and economic s y s t e m s  a r e  most  d e v e lo p e d  f o r  

s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m s  w i t h  l a r g e ,  m u l t i p l e  mound c e n t e r s  such as 

M o u n d v i l l e ,  Alabama.  These s y s tem s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  complex ch i e fd o m s ,
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and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c o r r e l a t e s  of  r a n k e d  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  c r a f t  

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  and d i f f e r e n t i a l  a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s  have  b e e n  p r o p o s e d .  

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  l e s s  a t t e n t i o n  has  been d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  more common 

s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m s  t h a t  c o n s i s t  o f  a s i n g l e  mound l o c a l  c e n t e r  and 

s u r r o u n d i n g  f a r m s t e a d s .  One such  sys tem  i s  found  a t  Lubbub C re e k ,  f o r t y  

m i l e s  v e s t  of  M o u n d v i l l e .  Lubbub C reek  d o es  no t  r e p r e s e n t  a microcosm 

of t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  c l a im e d  f o r  M o u n d v i l l e ,  and  i t s  l o c a t i o n  on 

M o u n d v i l l e ' s  p e r i p h e r y  r a i s e s  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be tween  s m a l l - s c a l e  and l a r g e - s c a l e  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i e s .

T h i s  s tu d y  i s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m anner .  C h a p t e r  I I  

d i s c u s s e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  N a t i v e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  a s  

r e v e a l e d  by h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  A p o s i t i v e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween  p o l i t y  s i z e ,  d e g r e e  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  and r e s o u r c e  

c o n t r o l  can be t i e d  t o  c y c l e s  o f  ch ie fdom  deve lopm en t  and f r a g m e n t a t i o n .  

Models of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  economy, 

d e v e l o p e d  from r e s e a r c h  a t  M o u n d v i l l e ,  a r e  exam ined .

In  C h a p te r  I I I ,  t h e  l a t e  p r e h i s t o r y  of  the  s tu d y  a r e a  i s  d i s c u s s e d .  

C h r o n o l o g i c a l ,  econom ic ,  s o c i a l  and d e v e l o p m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  

i n t e r p r e t e d .  E x c a v a t i o n s  a t  Lubbub Creek and f o u r  f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s  a r e  

summarized .

In  C h a p t e r  IV, s o c i a l  and economic  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r / f a r m s t e a d  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m ,  and  how 

t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  shaped  t h e  emergence  of  fo rm a l  p o s i t i o n s  of  l e a d e r s h i p  

a t  Lubbub C reek ,  a r e  exam ined .  The l o g i s t i c s  o f  m a ize  p r o d u c t i o n ,  

d e f e n s e  and s t o r a g e  c r e a t e d  two p o t e n t i a l  s o u r c e s  of  p o l i t i c a l  

i n f l u e n c e :  ( 1 )  management of  p o o le d  food  s u r p l u s e s  t h ro u g h  a p p e a l s  t o
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s a n c t i f i e d  a u t h o r i t y ;  and {2} l e a d e r s h i p  i n  w a r .

C h ap te r  V summar ises  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  of t h e  e a r t h e n  p l a t f o r m  mound 

a t  Lubbub C reek ,  and e v i d e n c e  f o r  a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween 

f e a s t i n g ,  g roup  r i t u a l  and t h e  emergence  of  s a n c t i f i e d  a u t h o r i t y  i s  

e v a l u a t e d .

In  C h a p te r  VI ,  s i t e  s e a s o n a l i t y ,  permanence  and s u b s i s t e n c e  

a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  examined  w i t h  d a t a  from t h e  Tombigbee f a r m s t e a d s  and 

e v i d e n c e  of  f a r m s t e a d / l o c a l  c e n t e r  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  i s  e v a l u a t e d .

C h a p t e r  VII  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  p r e f e r e n t i a l  a c c e s s  t o  v a l u e d  

c r a f t  i t e m s  th r o u g h  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  f i n e  ware  ce ra m ic  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  

i n  t h e  Lubbub Creek co raaun i ty .

In  C h a p t e r  V I I I ,  e x p e c t a t i o n s  abou t  a c c e s s  and c o n t r o l  of  

r e s o u r c e s  d e r i v e d  from s t u d i e s  o f  M o u n d v i l l e  and o t h e r  l a r g e - s c a l e  

M i s s i s s i p p a n  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  e x p l o r e d  th r o u g h  a co m p ar i s o n  of  

f a r m s t e a d / l o c a l  c e n t e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of  p r e s t i g e  goods ,  e v i d e n c e  o f  

c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  and o t h e r  a r t i f a c t  c a t e g o r i e s .  The e f f e c t  o f  r e g i o n a l  

e x c h a n g e / a l l i a n c e  n e tw o rk s  on th e  deve lopm en t  o f  s m a l l - s c a l e  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  i s  e x p l o r e d  th r o u g h  th e  co m p ar i so n  of  n o n - l o c a l  

a r t i f a c t  f r e q u e n c i e s  i n  Tombigbee and M o u n d v i l l e  b u r i a l s .

C h a p te r  IX c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a summary o f  s o c i a l ,  economic and 

p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  f a r m s t e a d / l o c a l  c e n t e r  u n i t  and p l a c e s  

t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i c  r e g i o n a l  as  w e l l  a s  g e n e r a l  

t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t e x t .

T here  i s  g e n e r a l  ag ree m en t  t h a t  l a t e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  in  

t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  were  o r g a n i z e d  a s  r a n k e d  s o c i e t i e s  or 

c h i e fd o m s .  Chiefdoms a r e  of g r e a t  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  im p o r ta n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  

i s  i n  t h e s e  k i n d s  of  s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h i e s  were  f i r s t

4



i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d .  Yet much r e m a in s  t o  be l e a r n e d  a b o u t  how ch ie fdom s  

form or  ab o u t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g .  Only a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  

have t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  f u l l y  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e s e  

q u e s t i o n s .

A r c h a e o l o g i s t s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware t h a t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  

were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by c o n s i d e r a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y .  Both  

l a r g e  and s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  c l u s t e r s  e x i s t e d  bu t  t h e r e  h a s  been  l i t t l e  

c o m p a r a t i v e  s tu d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  how s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  and economic  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  v a r i e s  w i t h  p o l i t y  s i z e .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tween p o l i t y  s i z e ,  d e g r e e  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g ,  and r e s o u r c e  c o n t r o l  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i o n  of  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  c y c l e  of  ch iefdom 

f o r m a t i o n  and f r a g m e n t a t i o n .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  of 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  i s  examined a t  l e n g t h  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r .
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CHAPTER I I

ORGANIZATIONAL VARIABILITY IN MISSISSIPPIAN SOCIETIES

The e a r l y  European e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  p r e h i s t o r i c  e a r t h w o r k s  i n  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f t e n  i n s p i r e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  "Who w ere  t h e s e  

p e o p l e ? "  In  t h e  l a t t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  t h e  g ro w th  of  th e  

i n f a n t  s c i e n c e  of  a r c h a e o l o g y ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p s  w e re  t a k e n  t o  a n s w e r  a 

second  q u e s t i o n :  "What manner of  s o c i e t y  d i d  th e y  p o s s e s s ? "  P e rh a p s  

t h o s e  f i r s t  e x p l o r e r s  of  t h e  p a s t  d i d  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  so r e a s o n a b l e  

a q u e s t i o n  wou ld  g e n e r a t e  a m u l t i t u d e  of  h a rd -w o n  a n s w e r s  i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  

c e n t u r y .

W i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  50 y e a r s ,  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  have d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  

a round  th e  t e n t h  c e n t u r y  A. D.p n a t i v e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  p e o p le  began  a 

p r o c e s s  of  c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f a r  more complex  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  had 

o c c u r r e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  These l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  s o c i e t i e s  and t h e  e r a  in  

w h ich  th e y  l i v e d  a r e  known a s  M i s s i s s i p p i a n ,  a f t e r  t h e  g r e a t  r i v e r  

v a l l e y  w here  t h e i r  r e m a i n s  a r e  so num erous .  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by i n t e n s i v e  m a i z e  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  s e d e n t a r y  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  

e a r t h e n  p l a t f o r m  mound and p l a z a  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  e x t e n s i v e  exch a n g e  

n e t w o r k s  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  s h a r e d  s y m b o l i s m ,  and h i e r a r c h i c a l  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( G r i f f i n  1985; S t e p o n a i t i s  1986).
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Over t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  h a v e  come to  be 

r e g a r d e d  as  c h i e f d o m s  o r  r a n k e d  s o c i e t i e s .  The f o r m e r  l a b e l  r e f e r s  t o  a 

t y p e  o f  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by "an au tonom ous  

p o l i t i c a l  u n i t  c o m p r i s i n g  a number o f  v i l l a g e s  or  c o m m u n i t i e s  under  the  

p e r m a n e n t  c o n t r o l  of  a  pa ram oun t  c h i e f "  { C a r n e i ro  1 9 8 1 :45) ,  w h i l e  t h e  

l a t t e r  te rm p e r t a i n s  more  t o  the  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  As 

F r i e d  (1967:109-110)  p u t s  i t ,  a r an k ed  s o c i e t y  has  " f e w e r  p o s i t i o n s  of  

v a l u e d  s t a t u s  t h a n  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a p a b l e  of  h a n d l i n g  them."

T y p i c a l l y ,  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  c h i e f d o m s  o r  

r a n k e d  s o c i e t i e s  r e c o g n i z e d  by a number of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  r a n k e d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a s c r i b e d  s t a t u s  

c a t e g o r i e s ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m s ,  some d e g r e e  o f  c r a f t  

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  of  r e s o u r c e s  and  l a b o r ,  and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  w orks  ( P e e b le s  and Kus 1977). Of c o u r s e ,  t h e s e  

c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  a t t e m p t s  t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  t h e  c o n t inuum  o f  s c a l e  and 

c o m p l e x i t y  in  n o n s t a t e  s o c i e t i e s  (Feinman and  N e i t z e l  1984).  I t  i s  t h i s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  ch i e fd o m  as  t h e  f u l c r u m  

o f  c u l t u r a l  e v o l u t i o n .

Ch ie fdom s  and Ranked S o c i e t y  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t

The  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  a 

p r o d u c t i v e  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i a l  o r d e r  

(H u d so n  e t  a l .  1985). They may p r o v i d e  a means  t o  move beyond b ro ad  

c a t e g o r i z a t i o n s  to  encom pass  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f o r m ,  c o n t e n t ,  and v a r i a b i l i t y  

r e v e a l e d  by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

i n t e r p r e t  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o r  a p p ly  them t o  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  docum ents  do n o t  fo rm a c o n t i n u o u s
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w r i t t e n  r e c o r d .  I n s t e a d ,  two s e t s  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  

s e p a r a t e d  by an i n t e r v a l  of  a bou t  150 y e a r s  i n  t h e  l a t e  s i x t e e n t h  and 

s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  f o r  w h ich  t h e r e  a r e  few o r  no known w r i t t e n  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  n a t i v e  l i f e  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  S o u t h e a s t .

The s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e x p e d i t i o n s  of  De S o to ,  Luna,  Pa rdo  and 

o t h e r s  p ro d u c e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  L a te  H i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  w i t h  

p o p u lo u s  f o r t i f i e d  to w n s ,  p o w e r f u l  c h i e f s ,  and com plex

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t r i b u t e ,  a l l i a n c e  and w a r f a r e .  These d e s c r i p t i o n s  

d e p i c t  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e f d o m s  p r i o r  t o  l a t e r  d i s r u p t i o n s .  The 

C o n q u i s t a d o r e s  t r a v e l e d  th r o u g h  a s o c i a l  l a n d s c a p e  composed o f  n a t i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  v a r i e d  g r e a t l y  in  p o l i t y  s i z e  and s o c i a l  c o m p l e x i t y .  

They n o t  o n ly  e n c o u n t e r e d  c h i e f a  who e x e r c i s e d  m i l i t a r y  or  p o l i t i c a l  

dom inance  o v e r  l a r g e  t e r r i t o r i e s  b u t  a l s o  s m a l l e r ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  

h o r t i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

The most  p o w e r fu l  c h i e f s  e x a c t e d  t r i b u t e  from s u b o r d i n a t e  c h i e f s  of  

o t h e r  to w n s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e i r  domain  and w e r e  a b l e  t o  m a r s h a l l  

h u n d re d s  o f  w a r r i o r s  t o  oppose  t h e  S p a n i a r d s .  C h i e f s  wore  s p e c i a l  d r e s s  

and i n s i g n i a  of  o f f i c e  (Bourne 197 3 :1 : 8 1 ,8 8 ) ,  m a i n t a i n e d  r e s i d e n c e s  a t o p  

e a r t h e n  mounds (Bourne 1 9 7 3 :1 : 8 7 ,1 1 : 2 8 ,1 0 1 ) ,  and some c h i e f s  w e re  

conveyed  i n  a l i t t e r  c a r r i e d  by a r e t i n u e  of  p r o m i n e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  

(Bourne 1 9 7 3 :1 :8 1 ) .  Taken as  h o s t a g e s ,  c h i e f s  w e re  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  

p r o v i d i n g  th e  S p a n i a r d s  w i t h  fo o d  and o t h e r  b o o ty  a s  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  

moved f rom  town t o  town w i t h i n  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .

Whi le  t h e s e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c h i e f l y  power ,  th e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  army p o t e n t i a l l y  d i s t o r t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  

n a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  and o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The S p a n i s h  t e n d e n c y  t o  

p o r t r a y  c h i e f s  a s  a u t o c r a t s  i s  p r o b a b ly  more t h e  p r o d u c t  of
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e t h n o c e n t r i s m  th a n  a c t u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e  (Swanton  1979:6 ).  I n  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e s  a r e  h i n t s  t h a t ,  when no t  p r e v e n t e d  by t h e  S p a n i s h ,  c h i e f s  

c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  a c o u n c i l  t o  make d e c i s i o n s  (Bourne  1973 :1 :75 ,113) .  The 

p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h  and demeanor  of  T a s c a l u s a  and o t h e r  c h i e f s  s u g g e s t s  

c h a r i s m a t i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  and p ro w e s s  i n  w a r f a r e  a s  an i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  of 

a u t h c r i t y  (Swanton  1979:652) .

The more  p e r c e p t i v e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  F re n c h  and E n g l i s h  

o b s e r v e r s ,  who o f t e n  l i v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  n a t i v e  h o s t s ,  penned d e t a i l e d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  

l e a d e r s h i p  [e.g.  Du P r a t z ,  C h a r l e v o i x ,  M i l f o r t ,  P e n i c a u t ,  A d a i r ,

B a r t r a m ,  Hawkins ,  and Romans a r e  f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

They a r e  m o s t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  n o n - s p e c i a l i s t  i n  Swanton 1979,  and i n  

r e p r i n t s  such  a s  A d a i r  1968 and B a r t r a m  1 958 ] .  As i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  

S p a n i s h  a c c o u n t s ,  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n a t i v e  p o l i t i e s  e x h i b i t e d  a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  r a n g e  in  s i z e  and p o l i t i c a l  c o m p l e x i t y .  Most g r o u p s ,  such 

a s  t h e  Choc taw s ,  C h i c k a s a v s ,  and Muskogees a r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  r e l a t i v e l y  

" d e m o c r a t i c "  s o c i e t i e s  w i t h  a s t r o n g  e g a l i t a r i a n  e t h o s ,  composed of  

au tonomous  dem o g ra p h ic  u n i t s  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  i n f o r m a l ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  

d e c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n f e d e r a c i e s  o r  " n a t i o n s . "  But t h e r e  w e re  a few g r o u p s ,  

such  a s  t h e  N atchez  and t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  M i s s i s s i p p i  v a l l e y ,  

t h a t  i m p r e s s e d  t h e  E u ropeans  w i t h  s u m tu a ry  r i t u a l ,  r e t a i n e r  s a c r i f i c e ,  

and a s o c i a l  o r d e r  s p l i t  i n t o  a h i e r a r c h y  of  " n o b le s "  and "commoners ."

Natchez  s o c i e t y  c o n s i s t e d  of  r a n k e d  k i n  g r o u p s ,  of  w h ich  t h e  most  

p r o m i n e n t  w e r e  t h e  Suns ,  a " n o b le "  r a n k  w i t h  a s c r i b e d  p r i v i l e g e s .  The 

to p  r a n k  N a tche z  a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s ,  t h e  G r e a t  Sun and t h e  G r e a t  War 

C h i e f ,  w e re  drawn f rom t h e  Sun k in  g roup .  T h e re  was a g r a d i e n t  of
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s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n s  b a s e d  on g e n e o l o g i c a l  n e a r n e s s  t o  t h e  G r e a t  Sun but  

s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  m e r i t  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  l a t i t u d e  (Swanton  

1 9 11 :100 -108 ) .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  F re n c h  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Suns d i d  not  

conform t o  European c o n c e p t i o n s  of  an a r i s t o c r a c y  due t o  a r u l e  of

exogamy t h a t  f o r b a d e  Suns t o  m arry  o t h e r  Suns .

The G r e a t  Sun and h i s  r e t i n u e  r e s i d e d  a t  a c e n t r a l  com m uni ty ,  w he re  

th e y  were  s u p p o r t e d  w i t h  food  and l a b o r  from s u b o r d i n a t e  c h i e f s  i n  

o u t l y i n g  towns (Swanton  1911 :118-121) .  Like some of t h e  c h i e f s

e n c o u n t e r e d  by t h e  S p a n i a r d s  150 y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  t h e  G r e a t  Sun was t r e a t e d

w i t h  d e f e r e n c e ,  c a r r i e d  i n  a l i t t e r ,  r e s i d e d  a t o p  an  e a r t h e n  mound and 

wore  s p e c i a l  d r e s s  o r  i n s i g n i a  of  r a n k .  The G r e a t  Sun's  a u t h o r i t y  was 

e x p r e s s e d  th ro u g h  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  s a c r e d  and he  d i r e c t e d  a r i t u a l  c y c l e  

o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s .  His p o l i t i c a l  power was l i m i t e d  by t h e  o t h e r  

Suns ,  by a c o u n c i l ,  by th e  town c h i e f s ,  and by t i g h t l y  p r e s c r i b e d  cus tom 

(Swanton 1979:650;  Lorenz  1988).

In  t h e  150 y e a r s  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  t h e s e  two s e t s  of  European  

c o m m e n t a r i e s ,  n a t i v e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  p e o p l e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  s e v e r e  

d e p o p u l a t i o n  and s o c i a l  d i s r u p t i o n  due t o  t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  i n t r o d u c e d  

d i s e a s e  e p i d e m i c s  (Dobyns 1983;  Sm i th  1987). Thus ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

e t h n o c e n t r i c  b i a s  and o t h e r  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  e t h n o h i s t o r i c  

s o u r c e s ,  an i n t e r p r e t i v e  d i l em m a a r i s e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  two s e t s  of  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e  s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  l i e  on o p p o s i t e  s i d e s  o f  a 

w a t e r s h e d  of i m p o r t a n t  c u l t u r a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .  The a p p a r e n t  

d i s c r e p a n c y  b e tw e e n  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  S p an is h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  com plex ,  

r a n k e d  s o c i e t i e s  and s i m p l e r ,  more  e g a l i t a r i a n  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

" t r i b e s "  p o i n t s  t o  a d r a m a t i c  d e c l i n e  i n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  

c o m p l e x i t y .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  s c h o l a r s  have been  by t u r n s  c a u t i o u s ,
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a m b i v a l e n t ,  o r  p e s s i m i s t i c  ab o u t  w h e t h e r  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s o c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  u s e f u l  a n a l o g i e s  f o r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

s o c i e t i e s .  In  t h e  most  e x t r e m e  v i e w ,  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  and s o c i a l  

c o l l a p s e  w e re  so c a t a s t r o p h i c  t h a t  c o n t i n u i t y  of  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  

cus tom o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a l t e r e d  but  i m p o s s i b l e  (Dobyns 

1990) .

One r e s p o n s e  among S o u t h e a s t e r n  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  

v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  e t h n o h i s t o r i c  s o u r c e s  and t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  has  

been  t o  r e f i n e  t h e i r  e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a t e g o r i e s .  The m os t  w i d e l y  u sed  

ty p o l o g y  s u b d i v i d e s  the  ch ie fdom  con t inuum  i n t o  " s i m p l e "  and "complex"  

( S t e p o n a i t i s  1978).  S im p le  c h i e f d o m s  a r e  s m a l l ,  au tonomous p o l i t i c a l  

u n i t s  w i t h  a s i n g l e  l e v e l  of  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  above t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  househo ld .  Complex c h i e fd o m e  c o n s i s t  of a pa ram oun t  

c h i e f t a i n  vh e x a c t s  t r i b u t e  f rom s u b o r d i n a t e  c h i e f s  l o c a t e d  i n  

s c a t t e r e d  c c - m u n i t i e B .  Thus complex  c h i e f d o m s  r e p r e s e n t  a l a r g e r ,  more 

c e n t r a l i z e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  two l e v e l s  of  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  

h i e r a r c h y  above t h e  h o u s e h o ld  l e v e l .

S in c e  t h e  s i m p l e / c o m p l e x  ch ie fdom  scheme i m p l i e s  a p o t e n t i a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  c o n t in u u m ,  i t  h a s  e n c o u ra g e d  some a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  t o  

i n t e r p r e t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  n a t i v e  s o c i e t i e s  a s  a s t a g e - l i k e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  change (S mith  

1987),  w i t h  an a p p a r e n t  d e v o l u t i o n  f rom h i g h l y  r a n k e d  t o  more 

e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t i e s  o r  f rom complex  t o  s i m p l e  c h i e f d o m s  o r  t r i b e s .

This  c r e a t e s  a p r o b le m ,  how ever ,  b e c a u s e  s o c i e t i e s  su ch  a s  t h e  N a tchez  

become s o m e t h in g  o f  an anom aly .

There  i s  no doubt  t h a t  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  u n d e rw e n t  s i g n i f i c a n t
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c u l t u r a l  change  f rom  the  s i x t e e n t h  t o  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .

D e p o p u l a t i o n ,  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  mound c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and m a jo r  

de m o g ra p h ic  movements  a l l  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  of  p o w e r f u l  

H i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i e s .  T h e re  was  b o t h  change and c o n t i n u i t y  in  t h e  

new o r d e r  b u t  l i t t l e  i s  g a in e d  by c a l l i n g  t h e s e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  

" d e v o l u t i o n . "  These h i s t o r i c a l  changes  t a k e  on added  m ean ing  when t h e  

s i m p l e  t o  complex  t o  s i m p l e  c y c l e  i s  v i e w e d  a s  an i n h e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n  of 

k i n - b a s e d  p o l i t i c a l  f o r m a t i o n s .

H i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e  and P o l i t i c a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  

S t r o n g  c u l t u r a l  c o n t i n u i t i e s  p e r s i s t e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  d r a m a t i c  

changes  and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  of  t h e  p o s t - c o n t a c t  S o u t h e a s t  (Hudson 1976).  

There  i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  exam ine  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n a t i v e  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e  f o r  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s .  Two b a s i c  s o c i a l  

f o r m s  a r e  w i d e l y  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s o u r c e s :  (1) 

r an k ed  exogamous k i n  g ro u p s  ( l i n e a g e s ,  cl anB and m o i e t i e s )  and (2) 

r a n k e d  exogamous k in  g r o u p s  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  c r e a t i o n  o f  a " n o b le "  

r a n k  w i t h  a s c r i b e d  p r i v i l e g e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  (Swanton 

1911,  197 9 :6 4 1 -6 5 7 ;  Hudson 1976 :184 -196 ;  K n ig h t  1990).  K n ig h t  (1990) ,  

e x p an d in g  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  J o s s e l i n  de J o n g  (1928) ,  has  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  

exogamous c l a n  and m o i e ty  s y s t e m ,  long  c o n s i d e r e d  an  e v o l u t i o n a r y  dead ­

end due t o  supposed  e g a l i t a r i a n  l e v e l i n g  m e c h a n i s m s  (e.g.  K i r c h o f f  

1959),  h a s  a p o t e n t i a l  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  K n igh t  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  

h e r e d i t a r y  c h i e f s  and n o b i l i t y / c o m m o n e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  found  i n  g ro u p s  

such  a s  t h e  Natchez  a r e  a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  i m p l i c i t  r a n k i n g  s y s t e m  of 

c l a n  and m o i e t y .  He p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  exogamous  r a n k e d  c l a n  s y s t e m s  of  

t h e  h i s t o r i c  e r a  have t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o t e n t i a l  t o  expand  i n t o  s o c i a l
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h i e r a r c h i e s  v i t h  h e r e d i t a r y  n o b i l i t y  and c h i e f s  and t h a t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o o k  t h i s  fo rm  (K nigh t  1990).

I n  t h e  k i n - b a s e d  s o c i e t i e s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t ,  each  p e r s o n  

was  a member of a l o c a l i z e d  m a t r i l i n e a g e  a s  w e l l  a s  a member of  a 

n o n l o c a l i z e d ,  m a t r i l i n e a l  exogamous c l a n .  Ranking  a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

c l a n  l e v e l  can be r e c o g n i z e d  i n  t h e  e t h n o h i s t o r i c  s o u r c e s  i n  s e v e r a l  

w ays .  S om e t im e s  s p e c i f i c  c l a n s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  p ro m o te d  s t r o n g  l e a d e r s ,  

w h ic h  i m p l i e s  a  n a s c e n t  a s c r i p t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  a t  work  ( G a t s c h e t  1969 :156-  

157; Swanton  1928 :1 9 2 -1 9 7 ) .  In  many g r o u p s ,  a g r a d e d  o r d e r  of  c l a n  r a n k  

or p r e s t i g e ,  s o m e t im e s  w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  p r i v i l e g e s  or  c e r e m o n i a l  r o l e s ,  

i s  e x p l i c i t l y  r e c o g n i z e d  (Swanton 1928:114 ,  1979:662) .

Ranked k in  g ro u p s  found s y m b o l i c  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  the  d u a l i s m  o f  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s .  Dual  o r g a n i z a t i o n  e x p r e s b c d  i t s e l f  in  w h i t e / r e d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i d e a s  and s y m b o ls .  At t h e  m o s t  f u n d a m e n t a l  l e v e l ,  w h i t e  

was  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p eace  o r  o r d e r  and r e d  was  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w a r  or  

d i s o r d e r  (Hudson 1976).  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  d u a l i s m  had an  a s y m m e t ry  i n  

t h a t  w h i t e  u a e  more e s t e e m e d  t h a n  r e d .  C la n s  w e r e  g rouped  i n t o  m o i e t y  

d i v i s o n s  t h a t  assumed t h i s  d u a l i t y  (Swanton  1931:78;  Hudson 1976 :234-  

239).  W hi te /R ed  d u a l i s m  was  an  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n s t r u c t  t o  e x p r e s s  

p o l i t i c a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  k i n s h i p  id io m .

I t  h a s  been s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  m o i e t y  d i v i s o n s  d i s t i n q u i s h e d  b e tw e e n  

o l d e r ,  more  dom inan t  k in  g ro u p s  or  c l a n s  ( w h i t e )  and c l a n s  of  more  

r e c e n t  o r i g i n  ( r e d ) ,  c o n s i d e r e d  more  e x t e r n a l  (Hudson 1976:236) .  T h i s  

p r e s t i g e  o r  dominance  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  c o u p le d  w i t h  t h e  o l d - o r i g i n a l / n e w -  

e x t e r n a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  m o i e t y  nam es .  In  even  t h e  mos t  

" e g a l i t a r i a n "  S o u t h e a s t e r n  g r o u p s ,  t h e  w h i t e / r e d  d i v i s i o n  i s  e x p r e s s e d  

i n  such  t e r m s  a s  " W h i t e s " / " P e o p l e  of  a D i f f e r e n t  Speech"  (Muskogee)  and
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• 'Esteemed" or  " C h i e f s " / " F r i e n d s "  or " S l a v e s "  (Choctaw)  (Swanton 

19 28 :192 -197 ,  1 9 3 1 :7 6 -7 9 ,  1979:663;  G a tB c h e t  1969:104) .  I f  c o n c e p t s  of 

k in  u n i t  r a n k  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t y ,  t h e n  t h e  

h i e r a r c h i c a l  Natchez  s y s t e m  of " n o b le s "  and "commoners" i s  b e s t  

c o n s i d e r e d  an a m p l i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  b a s i c ,  w i d e s p r e a d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  

( J o s s e l i n  de J o n g  1928; Hudson 1976; L o renz  1988;  K n ig h t  1990).  The 

s t r u c t u r e  of  N a tchez  s o c i e t y  d i f f e r s  f rom o t h e r  S o u t h e a s t e r n  g ro u p s  o n ly  

t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h ich  t h e  G r e a t  Sun and t h e  Sun k i n  g roup  e n j o y e d  

g r e a t e r  v e n e r a t i o n ,  r e s p e c t  and a u t h o r i t y  (Hudson 1976 :208-209) .

In  k i n - b a s e d  s o c i e t i e s  l i k e  t h o s e  of  t h e  S o u t h e a s t ,  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  b u t  i t  i s  

u s e f u l  t o  i s o l a t e  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  of r a n k  and a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  fo rm a b a s i s  

f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t o  i d e n t i f y  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  u n i t s ,  and t o  

c o n n e c t  t h e s e  t o  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  may hope to  

r e c o g n i z e .  E i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t y  was composed of 

s e v e r a l  f o r m a l  s t a t u s  c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  d e f i n e d  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s o c i a l  

p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r s .  These c a t e g o r i e s  fo rm ed  a h i e r a r c h y  

b a s e d  on t h e  age ,  sex  and p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  k i n s h i p  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  l i n e a g e ,  c l a n ,  and  m o i e t y  

p r e d e t e r m i n e d  t o  some d e g r e e  a p e r s o n ' s  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Thus 

w h i l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o u ld  a c q u i r e  a f o r m a l  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n  by v i r t u e  

of  t a l e n t  and a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e re  shaped  by k i n  

g ro u p  i n t e r e s t s  and d e g r e e s  o f  a s c r i p t i v e  p o t e n t i a l .  K in s h i p  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  such as  c l a n  r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s ,  w e re  r e g u l a t e d  t o  a 

l a r g e  e x t e n t  by p r e s c r i b e d  s o c i a l  cus tom  b u t  t o  some d e g r e e  t h e s e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a c o m p e t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e .
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The m i n i m a l  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t  o r  p o l i t y  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t  was 

t h e  o k l a  (Choc taw )  o r  t a l w a  (Muskogee) ( G a t s c h e t  1969 :156 -158 ;  Swanton 

1928:242;  L a n k f o r d  1981:53) .  The o k l a  c o n s i s t e d  of  a p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l ,  eco n o m ic ,  and  c e r e m o n i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  a 

common c e n t e r .  The l e a d e r s h i p  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a c i v i l  c h i e f ,  a 

w ar  c h i e f ,  a r e t i n u e  o f  m i n o r  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  w i t h  l a r g e l y  c e r e m o n i a l  or  

r e l i g i o u s  d u t i e s ,  and a c o u n c i l  o f  e l d e r s  and w a r r i o r s .  A b  w i t h  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  w h i t e / r e d  d u a l i s m  m e d i a t e d  o k l a  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and d e f i n e d  

s p h e r e s  of  i n f l u e n c e .  One s i d e  of  t h e  o k l a  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  c i v i l  

c h i e f  and c o u n c i l  of  e l d e r s ,  was " w h i t e "  and a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p eace  and 

d o m e s t i c  a f f a i r s .  The o t h e r  s i d e  was  " r e d "  and c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  war  and 

a f f a i r s  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  o k l a . Red l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  w ere  t h e  war  c h i e f  

and body of  w a r r i o r s .  A s s e r t i o n  of  do m in a n t  l e a d e r s h i p  v a c i l l a t e d  

b e tw e e n  th e  two p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e s ,  t h e  c i v i l  o r  o k l a  c h i e f  and t h e  war  

c h i e f  (Hudson 1976 :234 -238 )  bu t  co n s e n s u s  was t h e  r u l e  and t h e  a c t u a l  

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  body was  t h e  c o u n c i l  o f  e l d e r s  and w a r r i o r s .  The c i v i l  

c h i e f  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  c o u n c i l ,  shaped  p o l i c y  by p e r s u a s i o n  or  

p r o m o t i o n  of p r e v a i l i n g  o p i n i o n  (A da i r  1968:459;  Swanton 1979 :652-654) .  

R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  c i v i l  c h i e f  v a r i e d  somewhat  but  u s u a l l y  i n c l u d e d  

m e d i a t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  d i s p u t e s ,  r i t u a l  r o l e s ,  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  of  p u b l i c  

a c t i v i t i e s  and c e r e m o n i e s .  P e rh a p s  most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  he s u p e r v i s e d  

s u r p l u s  food  s t o r a g e  t h r o u g h  m a i n t e n a n c e  of a p u b l i c  g r a n a r y .

The war c h i e f  w s b  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  of  t h e  o k l a . The p o l i t i c a l  

power of t h e  w ar  c h i e f  was  eq u a l  t o  o r  s u r p a s s e d  t h e  c i v i l  c h i e f  i n  

t i m e s  o f  w ar  o r  e x t e r n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  (Hudson 1976).  Because p ro w e s s  i n  

w a r f a r e  w a b  a m a jo r  p a th  t o  s t a t u s  enhancem en t  f o r  young men, t h e  war 

c h i e f  c o u ld  draw upon t h i s  Bupport  t o  sway d e c i s i o n s .  He a d v o c a t e d ,
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o r g a n i z e d  and  i n i t i a t e d  r a i d s  a g a i n s t  e n e m ie s .  He was a p p o i n t e d  by th e  

c o u n c i l  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  h i s  m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t i e s  and  a c h i e v e m e n t s  

( G a t s c h e t  1 9 6 9 : 1 5 9 ;  Hudson 1976:225) .

G iven  t h e  s e p a r a t e  s p h e r e s  of  i n f l u e n c e  and t h e  w h i t e / r e d  

c o n c e p t u a l  f r a m e w o rk ,  " w h i t e "  l e a d e r s h i p  had t h e o c r a t i c  q u a l i t i e s ,  w h i l e  

t h e  " r e d "  m a le  m i l i t a r y  body was g raded  by ag e  and  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  Yet 

t h e  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  of  k i n  g roup  r a n k i n g  and t h e  a s c r i p t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  

c l e a r l y  i n f l u e n c e d  t h i s  b a s i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  So among t h o s e  g roups  such  

a s  t h e  N a tc h e z ,  t h e  two c h i e f l y  o f f i c e s  w e r e  h e r e d i t a r y  p o s i t i o n s  f i l l e d

by t h e  h i g h e s t - r a n k  k in  g roup ,  t h e  Suns.  For  even t h e  most

" e g a l i t a r i a n "  Muskogeee,  C h ic k as aw s  and Choc taw s ,  h e r e d i t a r y  

c h i e f t a i n s h i p  was  n o t  unknown ( G a t s c h e t  1969:96 ,104) .  Yet i t  i s  a l s o  

c l e a r  t h a t  even h e r e d i t a r y  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e f s  r u l e d  by c o n s e n t  of t h e i r  

p e e r s  and k in s m e n ,  among whom r i v a l s  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  a ssume t h e  r o l e  

s h o u ld  th e y  p ro v e  in c o m p e t e n t  (Swanton 1979:650) .

There  i s  g e n e r a l  c o r e s p o n d e n c e  b e tw ee n  t h e  o k l a  p o l i t y  and t h e  

s i m p l e  ch ie fd o m .  Both c o n s t i t u t e  a r e c o g n i z a b l e  s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y  of  

d o m e s t i c  and p u b l i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  u n i t s — h o u s e h o l d s  and a l o c a l  c e n t e r .  

H o use ho lds  may be d i s p e r s e d  a ro u n d  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  to  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of  

v e r y  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s  o r  h o u s e s  may c l u s t e r  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  f o r

m u t u a l  d e f e n s e  when t h r e a t  of  a t t a c k  i s  s e v e r e  and c o n t i n u o u s .  In  th e

l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  and e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t  t h e  d i s p e r s e d  p a t t e r n  i s  

by f a r  t h e  most  common (S m i th  1978).  The m i n i m a l  H i s s i s s i p p i a n  

p o l i t i c a l  u n i t — s im p l e  ch ie fd o m  o r  o k l a — s h o u ld  c o n s i s t  of  a t w o - t i e r e d  

s e t t l e m e n t  sy s t e m  composed o f :  (1) f a r m s t e a d s / h a m l e t s ,  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  

(2)  a l o c a l  c e n t e r  w i t h  one o r  two mounds.  Complex c h i e fd o m s  a r e
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r e f l e c t e d  i n  a t h r e e - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y  o f  (1)  

f a r m s t e a d / h a m  l e t s ,  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  (2) a number of  l o c a l  c e n t e r s  w h ich ,  

i n  t u r n ,  a r e  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  (3 )  a l a r g e ,  m u l t i p l e  mound r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  

( S t e p o n a i t i *  1986) .

The d u a l  sym bol i sm  t h a t  shaped  o k l a  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was  

e x t e n d e d  t o  em b ra ce  w ho le  s e t s  o f  o k l a s and t h i s  i s  v e r y  i n f o r m a t i v e  

a bou t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f i s s i o n / f u s i o n  p r o c e s s  t h a t  l i e s  b e h in d  t h e  

s i m p l e / c o m p l e x  ch ie fdom  d ic ho tom y  o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  o k l a  u n i t s  i n t o  a 

c o n f e d e r a c y .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o k l a  o r  t a l w a  u n i t s  w e re  

e i t h e r  " r e d "  or  " w h i t e "  ( G a t s c h e t  1969 :120-124 ;  Swanton 1931:78 ,  

1979:664;  Haas 1940) .  Hudson (1976:237) has s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  d u a l i t y  

was t h e  r e s u l t  of  a p r o c e s s  w hereby  o l d e r  c h i e f d o m s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  a 

t e r r i t o r y — o l d ,  p u r e ,  and t h u s  " w h i t e " — form ed  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  c h i e f d o m s  

f r a g m e n t e d  and d i s l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  by European 

c o n t a c t .  The more r e c e n t  c h i e f d o m s  w e re  e x t e r n a l ,  a l i e n  and t h e r e f o r e  

" r e d . "  So d u a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c ou ld  be expanded  f rom  c l a n  and  m o i e t y  to  

a c t  a s  a c o n c e p t u a l  f r a m e w o rk  t o  combine o k l a  u n i t s  i n t o  l a r g e r  

p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  V a r i a b i l i t y .  S o c i a l  Ranking and R e s o u rc e  C o n t r o l

In  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s ,  two f o r m s  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  

have  b een  d i s c u s s e d :  r a n k e d  k i n  groupB, and r a n k e d  k i n  g r o u p s  w i t h  an 

a d d i t i o n a l  t o p - r a n k  k in  g ro u p  w i t h  a s c r i b e d  p r i v i l e g e s  and 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  The e t h n o h i s t o r i c  d o cu m en ts  s u g g e s t  ways i n  w h ich  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  u sed  the  k i n s h i p  id io m  t o  c r e a t e  p o l i t i c a l  

f o r m a t i o n s  and how k i n s h i p  p l a c e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  on p o l i t i c a l  pow er ,  bu t  

how d i d  th e  two fo rm s  d e v e l o p ?  As i n  a l l  r a n k e d  s o c i e t i e s ,  S o u t h e a s t e r n
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p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  v a s  k i n s h i p  w r i t  l a r g e .  However,  t h e  fo rm  of 

k i n s h i p  r e l a t i o n s  i s  n o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  (and p e r h a p s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t )  a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  how k i n s h i p  p e r m i t s  o r  

d e n i e s  a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s  and p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e .

Was t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of  an e l i t e  d e p e n d e n t  upon t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  

c o n t r o l  a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s  o r  w e a l t h ?  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  h a s  been  a t  t h e  

c e n t e r  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  c h i e f d o m s  and  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  

( S e r v i c e  1971,  1975; P e e b l e s  and  Kus 1977; Wenke 1981; W r ig h t  1984;

E a r l e  1987).  T r i b a l  " b ig  men" and c h i e f s  a t t e m p t  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  

w e a l t h  and make i t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e w a r d  a body o f  f o l l o w e r s .  Such 

a c t i v i t i e s  may i n i t i a t e  a com plex  i n t e r p l a y  b e tw e e n  i d e o l o g i c a l  and 

m a t e r i a l  p r o c e s s e s s  t h a t  may s t i m u l a t e  i n c r e a s e d  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  i n  

c u l t u r a l  e v o l u t i o n  ( S a h l i n s  1972;  F r i e d m a n  1975).

H i g h e s t  r a n k  k in  g r o u p s ,  such  a s  t h e  N a tche z  Suns ,  c l a i m e d  t h e i r  

p r i v i l e g e s  by v i r t u e  o f  d e s c e n t  from m y t h i c a l  f o u n d in g  a n c e s t o r s .  T h e i r  

a u t h o r i t y  was  l e g i t i m i z e d  by a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  s a c r e d ,  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  

g e n e o l o g i c a l  c l a i m s ,  and e x e r c i s e d  by p r e s c r i b e d  s o c i a l  cu s to m .  Dead 

a n c e s t o r s  may t a k e  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  l i v i n g  and 

com m unica te  i m p o r t a n t  a d v i c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  one avenue t o  s o c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  i s  t o  c l a i m  a c c e s s  t o  s u p e r n a t u r a l  s o u r c e s .

Many a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  " m y t h o l o g i c a l  c h a r t e r s "  can 

become a means  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  a c c e s s  t o  w e a l t h  o r  r e s o u r c e s  by a 

s p e c i f i c  k i n  g roup (Wolf  19 8 2 :8 8 -1 0 0 ) .  S u c c e s s  i n  e x t e n d i n g  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  w e a l t h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y  be l e g i t i m a t e d  th r o u g h  

i d e o l o g i c a l  m echan ism s  b e c a u se  t h e  k i n s h i p  id io m  c u r t a i l s  c o e r c i v e  f o r c e  

( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977; E a r l e  1987).  On th e  one  hand t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  

e t h o s  o f  a k i n - b a s e d  s o c i e t y  has  a l e v e l i n g  e f f e c t ,  a s t r o n g  m a n d a te  to
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r e d i s t r i b u t e  w e a l t h  to  "win  f r i e n d s  and i n f l u e n c e  p e o p l e . "  On t h e  o t h e r  

hand,  k i n  may be a b l e  t o  make demands t h a t  a r e  h a r d e r  t o  i g n o r e  th a n  

o t h e r s ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  c e r t a i n  r e s o u r c e s  may ( p o t e n t i a l l y )  c o n c e n t r a t e  

w i t h i n  k i n  g ro u p s  t o  f u r t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e .  I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  

c o n t r o l  of  r e s o u r c e s — i d e o l o g i c a l  o r  m a t e r i a l — must be a c e n t r a l  focus  

of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  and d e g r e e  of  s o c i a l  

r a n k i n g  i n  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  and h i s t o r i c  n a t i v e  s o c i e t i e s .

The p r i n c i p a l  m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s  of  s u r p l u s  w e a l t h  i n  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t ,  a s i d e  from human l a b o r  c o n s i d e r e d  a l o n e ,  w e re  (1) s u b s i s t e n c e  

p r o d u c t s  and (2 )  c r a f t  p r o d u c t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p r e s t i g e  goods .  [By 

p r e s t i g e  goods I  mean a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  s e rv e d  a s  sym bols  t o  e x p r e s s  r a n k ,  

s t a t u s  o r  w e a l t h ] .  Food i s  a b a s i c  s o u r c e  of  d i s p o s a b l e  w e a l t h .  The 

r i s e  of  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c h i e f d o m s  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  i n t e n s i v e  m a iz e  

p r o d u c t i o n .  W hi le  o f t e n  l i n k e d  t o  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  

m a i z e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Woodlands a round  A.D. 1000 may have 

begun as  a way t o  c r e a t e  a s u r p l u s  f o r  d i s b u r s e m e n t  t o  e n h an c e  p r e s t i g e ,  

expand i n f l u e n c e ,  and a c c e l e r a t e  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  (Bender 1985;

S t e p o n a i t i s  1986).  The r o l e  t h a t  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c i v i l  c h i e f s  had 

in  t h e  management  of  p u b l i c  g r a n a r i e s  and t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of  s t o r e d  m a iz e  

i s  a s t r o n g  c l u e  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n  of  t h i s  f o r m a l  o f f i c e  i s  t i e d  t o  t h e  

a n c i e n t  move to w a r d  i n t e n s i v e  m a i z e  c u l t i v a t i o n .

S o u t h e a s t e r n  I n d i a n s  d i d  n o t  l i v e  by s o f k e e  and  v e n i s o n  a l o n e .  

I n d i v i d u a l s ,  k i n  g r o u p s ,  and p o l i t i e s  com peted  o v e r  a c c e s s  t o  p r e s t i g e  

goods and  t h e  raw m a t e r i a l s  t o  make them. P r e s t i g e  goods became symbols  

w i t h  w hich  to  v a l i d a t e  t h e  i d e o l o g y  of  c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y .  Copper ,  s h e l l  

and s t o n e  a r t i f a c t s  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t  a s  p r e s t i g e  goods.
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Much of t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C e r e m o n ia l  Complex p a r a p h e r n a l i a  

a p p e a r s  t o  have f u n c t i o n e d  in  su ch  a manner  (Howard 1968).

" T r i b u t e "  i s  o f t e n  used  a s  a  c a t c h - a l l  t e rm  f o r  t h e  m o b i l i s a t i o n  of 

m a t e r i a l  goods  o r  l a b o r .  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e f s  i m p r e s s e d  E u ropeans  w i t h  

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  command " t r i b u t e " .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  S p a n i s h  

m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  the  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

c h i e f d o m s  a s  a k i n  t o  t h e i r  own f e u d a l  sy s t e m  of l o r d s  and v a s s a l s  bu t  

e x a c t l y  how n a t i v e  " t r i b u t e "  f u n c t i o n e d  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e .  

I n v o l v i n g  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  b o th  s u b s i s t e n c e  p r o d u c t s  and p r e s t i g e  

goods ,  t r i b u t e  can be c o n s i d e r e d  a t  two l e v e l s :  l o c a l  s u r p l u s  

m o b i l i z a t i o n  e m p h a s i z i n g  f o o d s t u f f s  and e x t e r n a l  s u r p l u s  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  

e m p h a s i z in g  p r e s t i g e  goods .  A h i s t o r i c a l  e x am p le  o f  l o c a l  s u r p l u s  

m o b i l i z a t i o n  was t h e  movement of  m a ize  f rom d i s p e r s e d  h o u s e h o l d s  or  

c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  a c i v i c  and c e r e m o n i a l  c e n t e r  f o r  s t o r a g e  and 

c o n s u m p t io n .  In  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  movement from h o u s e h o ld  t o  c e n t e r  was 

governed  by a r i t u a l  c y c l e  of  c e r e m o n i e s ,  met  communal econom ic  n e e d s ,  

and may have  s e r v e d  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  t o  r e i n f o r c e  c h i e f l y  

a u t h o r i t y .

L a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  and h i s t o r i c  s u b i s t e n c e  e c o n o m ie s  w e r e  a m ix  of  

h u n t i n g ,  g a t h e r i n g ,  and c u l t i v a t i o n .  The heavy dependence  on w i l d  

r e s o u r c e s  meant  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  economy was beyond t h e  c o n t r o l  

of  a w o u ld - b e  e l i t e  and a c c e s s  was open  t o  a l l .  S i m i l a r l y ,  p e o p l e  and 

s o i l s  w e re  d i s p e r s e d  a c r o s s  t h e  l a n d s c a p e .  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  

t h e  h o u s e h o l d  and m a t r i l i n e a g e  l e v e l  c o n f e r r e d  a d e g r e e  of  s u b s i s t e n c e  

au tonomy.  Only when food  was  am ass ed  a t  a c e n t e r  was  m a n i p u l a t i o n  of  

s u r p l u s  p o s s i b l e .  Much more  r e s e a r c h  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  l o c a l  

r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  b e tw e e n  f a r m s t e a d  and c e n t e r ,  and t h a t  i s  one
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f o c u s  of  t h i s  Btudy.

L oca l  s u r p l u s  m o b i l i z a t i o n  can be c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  e x t e r n a l  r e s o u r c e  

m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  r i t u a l  c y c l e  o f  l o c a l  s u r p l u s  m o b i l i z a t i o n  may in d u c e  

k i n  g roup  r a n k i n g ,  c r e a t e  demand,  and i n t e n s i f y  s u r p l u s  p r o d u c t i o n  

(F r ied m an  197 5) bu t  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  m e n t i o n e d  above may d i r e c t  th e  

s e a r c h  f o r  w e a l t h  e l s e w h e r e .  I f  y e t  more s o fk e e  and  v e n i s o n  can n o t  be 

o b t a i n e d  f rom k i n  and f r i e n d s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  w i d e r  w o r l d  t r e a s u r e  

a w a i t s .  T h i s  i s ,  p e r h a p s ,  why w a r f a r e  p l a y s  an i m p r e s s i v e  and,  some 

a r g u e ,  p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  r i s e  of  c h i e fd o m s  ( C a r n i e r o  1981),

W a r f a r e  and i t s  c o r o l l a r y ,  exchange ,  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  and  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e f d o m s .  P r e s t i g e  goods  of  

n o n - l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  and new i d e o l o g i e s ,  such  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  C e re m o n ia l  Complex,  became a medium t h r o u g h  which  t o  

e x p r e s s  p o l i t i c a l  and c o m p e t i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977; 

Helms 1979;  S t e p o n a i t i s  1986;  E a r l e  1987; Anderson  1989).  To ju d g e  from 

t h e  S p a n i s h  a c c o u n t s ,  a c c e s s  t o  d i s t a n t  r e s o u r c e s  w s b  d e t e r m i n e d  by a  

complex  mix  o f  w a r f a r e ,  a l l i a n c e  and exchange  and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f low  

o f  w e a l t h  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l .  A p o l i t y ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  

t u s s l e  f o r  p r e s t i g e  goods  d e t e r m i n e d  how much s u r p l u s  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  

p a r c e l  ou t  w i t h i n  t h e  p o l i t y  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1989;  E a r l e  1989).  S uccess  i n  

r e g i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  o v e r  a c c e s s  t o  p r e s t i g e  goods i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  s i z e  and d e g r e e  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  w i t h i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i e s  

and c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  boom and b u s t  o s c i l l a t i o n  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c h i e fd o m s  

( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977; Welch 1986;  S t e p o n a i t i s  1989; A nde r son  1989).

Much of t h e  t r i b u t e  m e n t io n e d  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a c c o u n t s  

a p p a r e n t l y  s e r v e d  a s  r i t u a l i z e d  g i f t  exchanges  t o  s e a l  a l l i a n c e s  be tw ee n
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a n t a g o n i s t i c  p o p u l a t i o n s  (Anderson  1989).  Some i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  k in d  of  

t r i b u t e  a s  a fo rm of t a x a t i o n  w i t h i n  the  com plex  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  ch i e fd o m s  

and e v i d e n c e  of  p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  (Hudson e t  a l .  1985).  The s i z e  

o f  a number of  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c h i e fd o m s  has  been  mapped b a s e d  on t h e  

e s t i m a t e d  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  S pan ish  

a s  p a y e r s  of  t r i b u t e  t o  a p o w e r f u l  c h i e f  (Hudson e t  a l .  1985).  Some 

r e c o n s t r u c t e d  b o u n d a r i e s ,  such  a s  t h o s e  of  C o o b s ,  encompass  an  enormouB 

a r e a .

I s u g g e s t  an a l t e r n a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  These  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  

b o u n d a r i e s  may o n ly  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  " t h r e a t  zone"  of  a p o w e r f u l  

c h i e f ,  n o t  p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n .  I f  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i e s  w e r e  a s  

h o s t i l e  and  i n s u l a r  a s  t h e  S p a n i s h  a c c o u n t s  i n d i c a t e ,  t h e n  i t  i s  l i k e l y  

t h a t  p o l i t i c " !  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  many of  t h e s e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  

b o u n d a r i e s  w e re  l a r g e l y  m i l i t a r y .  C o m p l a in t s  t o  t h e  S p a n i s h  ab o u t  

nonpaym ent of  t r i b u t e  was so f r e q u e n t  as  t o  s u g g e s t  a c h r o n i c  s i t u a t i o n  

(Bourne 197 3 :1 :7 0 ,1 0 1 ,1 5 4 ;  Hudson 1986).  At t h e  r e g i o n a l  s c a l e ,  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a p p e a r  to  have been  h i g h l y  

d e c e n t r a l i z e d .

I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t r i b u t e  was a p r i m a r y  way t o  move v a l u e d  

p r o d u c t s  from p o i n t  A t o  p o i n t  B, a c r o s s  p o l i t y  b o u n d a r i e s .  I n s t e a d  of  

p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  a c c o u n t s  of  t r i b u t e  r e l a t i o n s  may 

i n d i c a t e  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  t h a t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  e x t e n d  p o l i t i c a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  was  e x c e e d i n g l y  l i m i t e d .  They 

c ou ld  o n ly  r e s o r t  t o  a c y c l e  o f  w a r f a r e  u n t i l  t h e  w e a k e r  p o l i t y  sued  f o r  

peace  and a o n e - s i d e d ,  r i t u a l i z e d  p r e s t a t i o n  c r e a t e d  an a l l i a n c e .

Beyond t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  of  c o m p e t io n  d e f i n e d  by th e  k i n s h i p  i d i o m ,  r i t u a l  

c y c l e s ,  and a p p e a l s  to  s a c r e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  e x t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in v o l v e d
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n o n - k i n  and  so " n e g a t i v e  r e c i p r o c i t y "  h e l d  sway ( S a h l i n e  1972) .  The 

f a r t h e r  away f rom th e  s t r o n g  p o l i t y  t h e  w eaker  p o l i t y  was  l o c a t e d ,  t h e  

more l i k e l y  t h a t  t r i b u t e  demands c o u l d  be i g n o r e d  u n t i l  t h e  n ex t  round  

of h a r a s s m e n t  and e x t o r t i o n .  I f  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  on 

t h e  a b i l i t y  of  e l i t e s  t o  c o n t r o l  d i s t a n t  r e s o u r c e s  i s  c o r r e c t ,  

c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h i n  and b e tw ee n  p o l i t i e s  wou ld  p ro d u ce  c o n t i n u o u s  

r e g i o n a l  o s c i l l a t i o n s  i n  p o l i t y  s i z e  and d e g r e e  o f  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  

( S a h l i n s  1958:114;  C a r n e i r o  1967; Wolf  1982:94;  E a r l e  1987:297).

I f  th r o u g h  th e  ch a n g in g  f o r t u n e s  of  w a r  and a l l i a n c e  th e  f l o w  of 

p r e s t i g e  goods (or t h e  d i s t a n t  m a t e r i a l s  t o  make them )  t o  a p o l i t y  was 

s lo w e d  o r  d i s r u p t e d ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of e s t a b l i s h e d  l e a d e r s  and k i n  g ro u p s  

c o u ld  weaken .  P o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  m ig h t  s h i f t  t o  new l e a d e r s  and new 

k i n  g ro u p s  who cou ld  " d e l i v e r  t h e  goods ."  G e n e o l o g i e s  a r e  easy  t o  

rem ake  t o  L e g i t i m a t e  an  a s c e n d a n t  k in  g r o u p ' s  c l a i m  t o  s p e c i a l  

p r i v i l e g e s  on b e h a l f  of  s a c r e d  a u t h o r i t y .  I f  t h e  d e a r t h  of  p r e s t i g e  

goods was p r o lo n g e d ,  t h e n  th e  ch i e fd o m  m ig h t  d e c l i n e  and p e r h a p s  

f r a g m e n t  i n t o  s m a l l e r  u n i t e .

I t  i s  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  to  e x e r c i s e  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  of r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  i s  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  c h i e f d o m s  and 

c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e i r  w e l l - k n o w n  i n s t a b i l i t y .  A c r i t i c a l  t h r e s h o l d  i n  

c u l t u r a l  e v o l u t i o n  o c c u r s  when a ch ie fdom  can b r e a k  o u t  of  th e  

r e c i p r o c a l  l e v e l i n g  m e ch an is m s  o f  k i n s h i p .  Would-be e l i t e s  have  t o  say 

"no" t o  o t h e r s ,  l i m i t  r e s o u r c e  c o n t r o l  t o  a m i n o r i t y ,  c o n c e n t r a t e  w e a l t h  

and ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t r a n s f o r m  r a n k  i n t o  t r u e  econom ic  c l a s s e s  (Wolf  1 9 82 :72 -  

100).  How t h i s  was a c t u a l l y  done i s  a s u b j e c t  of  g r e a t  d e b a t e  b u t  

c o n t r o l  o ve r  t h e  means  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  must  be c e n t r a l .  In  a n c i e n t
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s t a t e s ,  t h i s  i n v o l v e d ,  m i n i m a l l y :  (1)  c o n t r o l  o f  l a n d  and t h u s  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ;  and  (2)  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  of a p p e a l s  t o  s a c r e d  

a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  c o e r c i v e  f o r c e  a s  t h e  means  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t  t o  e n f o r c e  

p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  w i t h i n  a p o l i t y  (Wolf  1982 :79 -83 ;  W h i te h o u s e  and 

W i l k i n s  1986 :9 4 -9 7 ) .  A lmos t  c e r t a i n l y  n e i t h e r  w e re  s u s t a i n e d  i n  th e  

n a t i v e  S o u t h e a s t .  The f r a g i l i t y  of  t h e  e x t e r n a l  " p r e s t i g e  goods  

economy" and t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of  t h e  l o c a l  " s u b s i s t e n c e  economy" a r e  

u n l i k e l y  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  o r g a n i s a t i o n .

F a r  more c r u c i a l  t o  q u a l i t a t i v e  c u l t u r a l  change th a n  th e  p r e s e n c e  

of  a s c r i p t i v e  r a n k  i s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  e c o n o m i c a l l y - b a B e d  s o c i a l  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  a s o c i e t y  i n  w h ich  "members of t h e  same s e x  and 

e q u i v a l e n t  age  s t a t u s  do n o t  have  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  b a s i c  r e s o u r c e s  

t h a t  s u s t a i n  l i f e "  ( F r i e d  1967:186) .  C e r t a i n l y  fo o d  i s  t h e  moBt b a s i c  

of  r e s o u r c e s .  P e rh a p s  t h e  most  c o m p e l l i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

s o c i e t y  was  no t  b a s e d  upon econom ic  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  comes from

o s t e o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  An e x t e n s i v e  c o m p a r i s o n  of  e l i t e  and n o n e l i t e

b u r i a l s  a t  t h e  huge M o u n d v i l l e  s i t e  f a i l e d  t o  r e v e a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  d i e t  o r  h e a l t h  (P o w e l l  1988).

M o u n d v i l l e :  A P r e h i s t o r i c  Chie fdom

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e  b ro a d  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

s e c t i o n — c y c l e s  of  p o l i t y  s i z e ,  d e g r e e  of s o c i a l  r a n k i n g ,  and th e  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  r e s o u r c e s  —  t o  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  r e g i o n  

exam ined  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  has  r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s e a r c h  a im ed  a t  t h e s e  

i s s u e s ,  much of  i t  f o c u s e d  on t h e  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  of  M o u n d v i l l e ,  i n  t h e

B la c k  W a r r i o r  R iv e r  v a l l e y  in  w e s t e r n  Alabama.
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S h o r t l y  a f t e r  A.D. 1000,  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  B la c k  W a r r i o r  

v a l l e y  i n t e n s i f i e d  m a iz e  p r o d u c t i o n  and e s t a b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  s i n g l e  mound 

l o c a l  c e n t e r s  and a s s o c i a t e d  f a r m s t e a d s .  Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  t w e l f t h  

c e n t u r y ,  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  fo rm e d  and  e v e n t u a l l y  grew t o  a 

100 ha s i t e  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  20 m a jo r  mcunds a r r a n g e d  a ro u n d  an e x t e n s i v e  

p l a z a .  From A.D. 1250 t o  1400,  M o u n d v i l l e  was  a c e n t e r  f o r  th e  

p r o d u c t i o n  and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  p r e s t i g e  goods  and S o u t h e a s t e r n  

C e re m o n ia l  Complex p a r a p h e r n a l i a .  M o u n d v i l l e  was a t  t h e  a p e x  o f  a 

t h r e e - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y  w i t h  a number of  s i n g l e  mound c e n t e r s  

and t h e i r  f a r m s t e a d s  d i s t r i b u t e d  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r .  By th e  b e g i n n i n g  of 

t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  M o u n d v i l l e ' s  r e g i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  d o m i n a t i o n  ended ,  

t h e  complex  ch ie fdom  s t r u c t u r e  a p p a r e n t l y  c o l l a p s e d ,  M o u n d v i l l e  i t s e l f  

w a b l a r g e l y  abandoned ,  and p o p u l a t i o n s  r e f o r m e d  i n t o  d i s p e r s e d  v i l l a g e s  

( P e e b l e s  1983b,  1986; S t e p o n a i t i s  1989; K n ig h t  1989).

The work  o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  P e e b l e s  (1971,  1978,  1983b,  1986) a t  

M o u n d v i l l e  h a s  p roduced  one of  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  s t u d i e s  of 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  P e e b l e s  p ro p o s e d  t h a t  

i f  M o u n d v i l l e  was  a r a n k e d  s o c i e t y  o r  c h i e fd o m ,  i t  s h o u ld  have  two 

f u n d a m e n t a l  B o c i a l  s e g m e n t s ;  a h i g h - r a n k  o r  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  segment based  

on a s c r i p t i v e  s t a t u s  and a s u b o r d i n a t e  segm en t  b a s e d  on a c h i e v e d  s t a t u s .  

To i d e n t i f y  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  he g rouped  m ore  th a n  2000 b u r i a l s  i n t o  

c l u s t e r s  d e f i n e d  by a s s o c i a t e d  b u r i a l  i t emB and a r r a n g e d  t h e  c l u s t e r s  

i n t o  a h i e r a r c h y  b a s e d  on mound b u r i a l s ,  c e m e t e r i e s  n e a r  mounds, and 

v i l l a g e  b u r i a l  l o c a t i o n s .  His s u p e r o r d i n a t e  segment c o n s i s t s  o f :  

( C l u s t e r  l a )  a d u l t s  ( s ex  unknown bu t  a ssum ed  m a l e )  b u r i e d  i n  mounds w i t h  

c oppe r  a x e s ,  c o p p e r - c o v e r e d  beads  and p e a r l  beads  (N-7),  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

a d u l t  s k u l l s  or  c h i l d r e n  / i n f a n t  s k e l e t a l  p a r t s  t h a t  f u n c t i o n e d  a s
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r i t u a l  i t e m s ;  ( C l u s t e r  l b )  a d u l t  m a l e s  and c h i l d r e n  i n  mounds o r  

c e m e t e r i e s  n e a r  mounds w i t h  co p p e r  e a r s p o o l s ,  s t o n e  d i s k s ,  b e a r  t e e t h  

and m i n e r a l  p i g m e n t s  (N"43); and ( C l u s t e r  I I )  a d u l t s ,  c h i l d r e n  and 

i n f a n t s  i n  mounds o r  c e m e t e r i e s  n e a r  mounds w i t h  s h e l l  b e a d s ,  g a l e n a  

cubes  o r  o b lo n g  copper  g o r g e t s  (N-67).

P e e b l e s '  s u b o r d i n a t e  s egm en t ,  composed o f  a l l  age g ro u p s  and b o th  

s e x e s ,  r e p r e s e n t s  952 of t h e  b u r i a l  s am p le .  T h i s  segm en t  was b u r i e d  i n  

c e m e t e r i e s  n e a r  mounds (and o v e r l a p s  s p a t i a l l y  w i t h  a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  

s u p e r o r d i n a t e  g ro u p )  o r  i n  v i l l a g e  a r e a s .  The l a r g e s t  b u r i a l  c l u s t e r  

(N“ 1256) c o n t a i n s  no g r a v e  goods  a t  a l l .  E i g h t  o t h e r  c l u s t e r s  w e r e  

c r e a t e d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  v a r i o u s  a r t i f a c t  c o m b i n a t i o n s  such  as  c e r a m i c  

v e s s e l s ,  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s ,  bone a w l s ,  s t o n e  c e l t s  and s h e l l  g o r g e t s .  

S e v e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s  (such  a s  e f f i g y  v e s s e l s )  w e r e  found  w i t h  a d u l t s  of  

b o th  s e x e s .  Some a r t i f a c t s  ( w a te r  b o t t l e s )  w e re  found w i t h  a l l  age 

g ro u p s  and b o t h  s e x e s .  Only a d u l t  m a l e s  had  s t o n e  c e l t s ,  and some 

a r t i f a c t s  ( s h e l l  g o r g e t s )  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  a d u l t s  and  c h i l d r e n  bu t  n o t  

i n f a n t s  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 197 7 :438-439) .

One of  P e e b l e s '  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  c l u s t e r s  ( C l u s t e r  I I )  c o n t a i n e d  a l l  

age g ro u p s  and b o th  s e x e s .  He c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  m e m b e r s h ip  i n  t h i s  g roup  

w as  d e t e r m i n e d  by a s c r i p t i o n  b e c a u s e  no e v i d e n c e  was found  t h a t  a r t i f a c t  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h i s  g ro u p  fo rm ed  p a t t e r n s  b a s e d  on ag e  and sex  

( P e e b le s  and Kus 1977).  I n  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  g ro u p ,  a r t i f a c t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  

do form p a t t e r n s  b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on age  and sex ,  and so P e e b l e s  

c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  m e m b ers h ip  i n  t h i s  g roup  w ou ld  be d e t e r m i n e d  by 

a c h i e v e m e n t  a s  shaped  by th e  age  and sex  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  P e e b l e s '  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  M o u n d v i l l e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r m s  a s t a t u s
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h i e r a r c h y :  a m a j o r i t y  whose s t a t u s  was d e t e r m i n e d  by a g e ,  s e x  and 

a c h i e v e m e n t ;  a h i g h - r a n k  m i n o r i t y  o f  a s c r i b e d  s t a t u s ;  and i n d i v i d u a l  

ma le  p a ra m o u n t  l e a d e r s  t h a t  a r e  as sum ed  t o  be r e c r u i t e d  f rom  t h e  

a s c r i b e d  s t a t u s  group .

P e e b l e s "  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  a t  M o u n d v i l l e  i s  b a s ed  

upon t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  a r t i f a c t  

c a t e g o r i e s  r e f l e c t  some s o r t  of  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  r e s t r i c t e d  o r  

p r e f e r e n t i a l  a c c e s s .  I t  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  M o u n d v i l l e ,  

l i k e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s ,  had a complex  b l e n d  o f  a s c r i b e d  

and a c h i e v e d  s t a t u s  p o s i t i o n s .  However ,  i t  c an n o t  be a ssum ed  t h a t  a l l  

a r t i f a c t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  map o n to  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  p o s i t i o n s .  P r e n t i c e  (1967) 

has  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  need  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  s t a t u s  i t e m s  f rom  w e a l t h  

i t e m s :

S t a t u s  i t e m s  a r e  d e f i n e d  a s  t h o s e  i t e m s  w h ic h  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  use 
t o  a s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  segm en t .  I d e a l l y ,  t h e y  a r e  sym bo ls  w h ich  a r e  
e q u a t e d  o r  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h a t  s o c i a l  segm ent  a l o n e .  A ccess  t o  
s t a t u s  i t e m s ,  by t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  i a  d e t e r m i n e d  s o l e l y  by s o c i a l  
p o s i t i o n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  econom ic  w e a l t h . W ea l th  i t e m s ,  on t h e  
o t h e r  hand,  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f rom s t a t u s  i t e m s  i n  t h a t  w e a l t h  
i t e m s  a r e  v a l u e d  by ev e ry o n e  b e c a u s e  they  g i v e  t h e  owner p r e s t i g e .  
U n l ik e  s t a t u s  i t e m s ,  w e a l t h  i t e m s  a r e  a t t a i n a b l e  by many p e o p l e  
b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  . . . 
Thus,  a p e r s o n  may be  v e r y  w e a l t h y  and t h e r e b y  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  many 
w e a l t h  i t e m s  bu t  s t i l l  be p r o h i b i t e d  f rom  o b t a i n i n g  o r  e x h i b i t i n g  
c e r t a i n  s t a t u s  i t e m s  t h a t  some p o o r e r  man m ig h t  p o s s e s s  [ P r e n t i c e  
1987:196]  .

P e e b l e s "  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  a d u l t  m a le  f o r m a l  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  

a p p e a r  t o  i s o l a t e  s t a t u s  i t e m s  u n a m b ig o u s ly .  The p r e s e n c e  of  s p e c i a l  

copper  a r t i f a c t s — " s u p r a - l o c a l "  s y m b o ls  w i t h  a w i d e s p r e a d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

d u r i n g  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  e r a — c l e a r l y  mark  i n d i v i d u a l s  of r a n k  o r  

s p e c i f i c  s t a t u s  and b u r i a l  of  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  o r  n e a r  mounds 

u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  ( P e e b l e s  1971; L a r s o n  1971).  The m os t  

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  i t e m s  a r e  i n s i g n i a  of
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f o r m a l  o f f i c e  and,  a s  i n s i g n i a ,  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who occupy 

t h o s e  o f f i c e s ,  b u t  t o  what  d e g r e e  th e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  i s  

a s c r i b e d  o r  a c h i e v e d  r e m a i n s  o b s c u r e .

A s ide  from th e  m a r k e r s  o f  m a le  f o r m a l  o f f i c e ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s t a t u s  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  a r t i f a c t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and b u r i a l  l o c a t i o n s  of  th e  

M o u n d v i l l e  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  segment a r e  open t o  o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

A l though  b u r i a l  l o c a t i o n  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  s t a t u s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  t h e  m a le  

a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s ,  t h e  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  segment ( C l u s t e r  I I } a t  M o u n d v i l l e  

s h a r e s  b u r i a l  l o c a t i o n  i n  c e m e t e r i e s  n e a r  mounds w i t h  a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  

s u b o r d i n a t e  s e g m en t ,  and so s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  i s  no t  c o m p le t e .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  some b u r i a l s  i n  b o th  mounds and c e m e t e r i e s  n e a r  mounds have 

no g r a v e  goods a t  a l l  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977:439)  and  t h e r e f o r e  c o m p l e t e  

s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  does  n o t  e x i s t  f o r  t h e  m os t  numerous  s u b o r d i n a t e  

c l u s t e r .

Drawing  upon a l a r g e  body of  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  P r e n t i c e  (1987) 

p r e s e n t s  a c o n v i n c i n g  c a s e  t h a t  m a r i n e  s h e l l  beads  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  w e a l t h  

i t e m s  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t y ,  p o s s i b l y  a fo rm of p r i m i t i v e  money.  A 

s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  segment ( C l u s t e r  I I )  

i s  g rouped  on t h e  b a s i s  of  m a r i n e  s h e l l  beads  bu t  i f  t h e s e  a r e  w e a l t h  

i t e m s ,  a s  P r e n t i c e  s u g g e s t s ,  t h e n  th e y  a r e  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  h ig h  s t a t u s  

i n d i v i d u a l s  ( P r e n t i c e  1987:206) .  In  t h e  M id w es t ,  o t h e r s  have r e a c h e d  

s i m i l a r  c o n c l u s i o n s  ( G o l d s t e i n  1980).

I n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  c a s e ,  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  or  an a s c r i p t i v e  r a n k  

t h a t  c r o s s - c u t s  age  and  sex i s  dep en d e n t  on  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n ,  w i d e s p r e a d  

i n  m o r t u a r y  a n a l y s i s ,  t h a t  i n f a n t s  and c h i l d r e n  who a r e  t o o  young to
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a c h i e v e  a s t a t u s  w h ic h  m e r i t s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of  e l a b o r a t e  a r t i f a c t s  i n

t h e i r  g r a v e s  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  b e l o n g  t o  an a s c r i b e d  r a n k .  Many

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  do n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n .  I n  one d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h i s

i s s u e  i n  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t ,  a c r i t i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  i s  o f f e r e d :

Throughou t  much o f  n a t i v e  N o r th  A m e r ic a ,  s t a t u s  was  a c h i e v e d ,  or  
en h a n c e d ,  by t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  
by i t s  a c c u m u l a t i o n .  T h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  or  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f t e n  t o o k  
p l a c e  a t  g roup  c e r e m o n i a l s ,  b u r i a l  among them. Hence,  t h e  w e a l t h  
i n c l u d e d  w i t h  an i n f a n t  m i g h t  m ark  t h e  s t a t u s - s t r i v i n g  e f f o r t s  of  a 
l i v i n g  r e l a t i v e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r a n k  of  t h e  d e c e a s e d  [ J e n k i n s  and 
K r a u s e  1 9 8 6 :1 2 5 ] .

I n f a n t s  and c h i l d r e n  a r e  o f t e n  s u b j e c t  t o  s p e c i a l  m o r t u a r y  

t r e a t m e n t  t h ro u g h  p r e s c r i b e d  c u s to m s  o r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  t h a t  may 

f u n c t i o n  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  (H er tz  I 9 6 0 ) .  I n  w e s t  Alabama 

and a d j a c e n t  M i s s i s s i p p i  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  such t r a d i t i o n s  have  

g r e a t  a n t i q u i t y  and c o n t i n u i t y .  I n f a n t / c h i l d  b u r i a l s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  more  

g r a v e  goods  ( s h e l l  beads  and o r n a m e n t s )  t h a n  m o s t  a d u l t  g r a v e s  a r e  n o t  

i n f r e q u e n t  i n  t h e  " e g a l i t a r i a n "  L a t e  V ood land  p h a s e s  t h a t  p r e c e d e d  t h e  

M o u n d v i l l e  c u l t u r e  ( J e n k i n s  1982) .

P e e b l e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u s  h i e r a r c h y  a t  M o u n d v i l l e  would  

a l s o  have c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  sy s t e m .  

L e a d e r s  a t  t h e  s i n g l e  mound c e n t e r s ,  d rawn from th e  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  

s egm ent  of  s o c i e t y ,  would  be u n d e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  of th e  

p a ra m o u n t  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  " S u p r a - l o c a l "  s y m b o l s ,  such  as  copper  symbol 

b a d g e s ,  w ou ld  i n d i c a t e  t h e  r a n k  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  r e g i o n a l  

s y s t e m .  T h e r e f o r e ,  l e a d e r s  and  h i g h  s t a t u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s  

w o u ld  h a v e  a s u b s e t  of s u p r a - l o c a l  sym bo ls  t h a t  w ou ld  f i t  t h o s e  a t  

M o u n d v i l l e  a t  a p o i n t  be low  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s .  L ac k in g  an 

a d e q u a t e  s a m p l e ,  P e e b l e s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  f u r t h e r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  M o u n d v i l l e ' s  o u t l y i n g  s i t e s  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t e s t  t h i s
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p r o p o s i t i o n .

P e e b l e s '  i n n o v a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  h a s  s t i m u l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  

d i r e c t i o n .  W e l c h  (1986) h a s  a t t e m p t e d  a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  

M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t i c a l  economy. Based on t h e o r e t i c a l  m ode ls  o f  ch ie fd o m  

economy ( S e r v i c e  1975;  P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977; W r ig h t  1977; F r a n k e n s t e i n  

and R o la n d s  1 9 7 8 ) ,  Welch p ro p o s e d  t h a t  e v i d e n c e  f o r  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s ,  

s h o u ld  confo rm  t o  a d i s t i n c t  p a t t e r n  a t  each  l e v e l  o f  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  

t h r e e - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m ;  d o m e s t i c  u n i t ,  l o c a l  c e n t e r  and t h e  

r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  o f  M o u n d v i l l e .  He th e n  exam ined  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  

a r t i f a c t s  and  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s  a t  a l o c a l  c e n t e r  and compared  t h i s  w i t h  

d a t a  f rom M o u n d v i l l e .  From th e  o b s e r v e d  p a t t e r n ,  he p r e s e n t s  a  model  of 

th e  M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t i c a l  economy.

In  W e lc h ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  d e e r  mea t  and m a i z e  p roduced  by 

"commoner" d o m e s t i c  u n i t s  ( d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s )  a r e  s u p p l i e d  t o  

’Viobles" a t  a l o c a l  c e n t e r .  In  t u r n ,  e l i t e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  send a 

p o r t i o n  of t h e s e  s u b s i s t e n c e  p r o d u c t s  on up th e  s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y  t o  

s u p p o r t  a c h i e f l y  e l i t e  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  He i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  p a t t e r n  of  

c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a s  a sy s t e m  under  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  

c o n t r o l  of t h e  c h i e f l y  e l i t e  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  Whi le  u t i l i t a r i a n  i t e m s  

composed o f  l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  p roduced  i n  h o u s e h o l d s ,  o n l y  a t  

M o u n d v i l l e  was  t h e r e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  n o n - l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  such  as  m a r i n e  

s h e l l  and g r e e n s t o n e ,  were c o n v e r t e d  t o  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s .  At 

M o u n d v i l l e  t h e r e  a r e  l o c a t i o n s  of  c o n c e n t r a t e d  raw m a t e r i a l  d e b r i s  t h a t  

may m ark  a r e a s  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  of s h e l l  b e a d s ,  f i n e w a r e  

p o t t e r y ,  and g r e e n s t o n e  t o o l s  ( P e e b le s  1983;  Welch 1986).  P r e s t i g e
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goods  o f  n o n - l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l  w e re  e i t h e r  i m p o r t e d  w h o le  o r  made on ly  

a t  M o u n d v i l l e  and t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  l a r g e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  

M o u n d v i l l e .

A few p r e s t i g e  goods ,  g r e e n s t o n e  c e r e m o n i a l  c e l t s  and s t o n e  

p a l e t t e s  ( l a r g e  d i s k s ) ,  w e re  p a s s e d  f rom M o u n d v i l l e  t o  l o c a l  c e n t e r s  

w h e re  p o s s e s s i o n  was  " r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  n o b i l i t y "  (Welch 1986 :174) .  

U t i l i t a r i a n  g r e e n s t o n e  axeB a r e  found  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of  the  s e t t l e m e n t  

h i e r a r c h y  b u t  e v i d e n c e  of m a n u f a c t u r e  was f o u n d  o n l y  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .

Welch c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  o u t l y i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  d i d  n o t  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  of  u t i l i t a r i a n  i t e m s  a b  e x p e c t e d  f o r  a c l a s s i c  r e d i s t r i b u t i v e  

economy (e.g.  S e r v i c e  197 5) or  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  of non­

u t i l i t a r i a n  i t e m s  a s  e x p e c t e d  i n  some m o d e ls  o f  " t r i b u t e "  economy (e.g 

P e e b l e s  and  Kus 1977; W r ig h t  1977).  He s u m m a r i z e s  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  

p o l i t i c a l  economy as "a fo rm  of p r e s t i g e  goods economy, in  w h ich  most  

u t i l i t a r i a n  i t e m s  w ere  p roduced  d o m e s t i c a l l y ,  m o s t  u t i l i t a r i a n  i t e m s  n o t  

p roduced  d o m e s t i c a l l y  were  p roduced  a t  t h e  pa ram oun t  c e n t e r ,  and m os t  

n o n - u t i l i t a r i a n  i t e m s  w e re  p roduced  a t  a n d / o r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  th e  

pa ram oun t  c e n t e r "  (Welch 1986:172) .

Welch 's  M o u n d v i l l e  s tu d y  i s  an e x t r e m e l y  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s t u d i e s  b e c a u s e  i t  l i n k s  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  ab o u t  a r t i f a c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  and  s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h i e s .  

However,  t h i s  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  economy must  be c o n s i d e r e d  

t e n t a t i v e .  Lack o f  a d e q u a te  d a t a  and s m a l l  s a m p le  s i z e  p r e v e n t e d  

v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  m ode l .  E x c e p t  f o r  c o n t r o l l e d  

s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  and s m a l l  t e s t  p i t s  i n  mounds,  d a t a  from l o c a l  

c e n t e r s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  v e r y  s m a l l - s c a l e  e x c a v a t i o n s .  E x c a v a t i o n  d a t a  

f rom one of  t h e  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  f a r m s t e a d s ,  w ere
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u n a v a i l a b l e .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  

e l i t e s  c o u l d  no t  be d i r e c t l y  m e a su re d  (Welch 1986:11).  P r o v i s i o n i n g  of  

e l i t e s  w i t h  m ea t  was  s u g g e s t e d  f rom t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  of  d e e r  s k e l e t a l  

e l e m e n t s  a t  a l o c a l  c e n t e r  bu t  c o u ld  n o t  be d e m o n s t r a t e d  due  t o  

i n a d e q u a t e  or  u n a v a i l a b l e  bone s a m p l e s  from f a r m s t e a d s  o r  M o u n d v i l l e  

(Welch 1 9 8 6 :9 2 -9 3 ,  132). Much more w ork  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  

m o d e l .

Lubbub Creek:  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  V a r i a b i l i t y  in  a_ 

T w o - t i e r e d  S e t t l e m e n t  Sys tem 

A number of  i s s u e s  h a s  been  r a i s e d  a b o u t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y ,  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  and  r e s o u r c e  c o n t r o l .  What 

i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  and s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

s o c i e t i e s ?  Does dua l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n t o  c i v i l / m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  

i n d i c a t e  p a r a l l e l  s o u r c e s  of  p o l i t i c a l  power w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p a t h s  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  ch i e fd o m ?  I f  so ,  how can  

t h e s e  r o l e s  be i d e n t i f i e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y ?  How does  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  

and econom ic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  v a r y  w i t h  t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  p o l i t y ?  Does 

management or  c o n t r o l  o f  s u r p l u s  p r o d u c t i o n  s u p p o r t  an econom ic  b a s i s  

f o r  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s ?  What fo rm  w i l l  t h i s  t a k e  

in  a t w o - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m — a l o c a l  c e n t e r  and f a r m s t e a d s — when 

compared t o  a t h r e e - t i e r e d  sy s t e m  su ch  a s  M o u n d v i l l e ?

As c u r r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i a l ,  econom ic ,  and 

p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  M id-Sou th  i s  b a s e d  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  on 

l a r g e  mound c e n t e r s ,  we need  a g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  more  common 

t w o - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m .  One such  s y s t e m  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by th e  

Lubbub Creek  s i t e ,  t h i r t y - f i v e  m i l e s  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  56 km) w e s t  of
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M o u n d v i l l e .  Lubbub Creek  i s  one o f  s e v e r a l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i n g l e  mound 

l o c a l  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee  R i v e r  v a l l e y .  These s i t e s  

r e p r e s e n t  a l o c a l  v a r i a n t  o f  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  c u l t u r e ,  and t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  

on th e  M o u n d v i l l e  p e r i p h e r y  r a i s e s  i n t r i g u i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i n t e r ­

p o l i t y  r e l a t i o n s .

E x c a v a t i o n s  a t  Lubbub C reek  and f o u r  f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s  f u r n i s h  a d a t a  

b a s e  w i t h  w h ich  t o  a s s e s s  s i t e  v a r i a b i l i t y ,  s i t e  econom ic  i n t e r ­

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I f  t h e  Tombigbee  s i t e s  

w e re  o r g a n i z e d  a s  a p a r t  of  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t y ,  o r  i n  a s i m i l a r  

m anner ,  t h e n  a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  mark  P e e b l e s '  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  r a n k  w o u ld  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  o c c u r  o n ly  a t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s .  S u p r a - l o c a l  a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  

i d e n t i f y  a r a n k  or  f o r m a l  o f f i c e  a t  Lubbub C reek  s h o u ld  n o t  be 

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  m a rk  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a t u s  p o s i t i o n s  a t  

M o u n d v i l l e .  A r t i f a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  B u p e r o r d i n a t e  

g roup  would  n o t  be e x p e c t e d  t o  o c c u r  a t  f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  

t h e  Tombigbee  s i t e s  confo rm  t o  t h e  p ro p o sed  M o u n d v i l l e  model  of  ch ie fdom  

economy, f a r m s t e a d s  would  be e x p e c t e d  t o  p r o v i s i o n  an e l i t e  a t  t h e  l o c a l  

c e n t e r  w i t h  food .  P r o d u c t i o n  of  c r a f t  i t e m s  f rom n o n - l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  

would  be e x p e c t e d  t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  P r e s t i g e  goods 

o f  n o n - l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l s  w ou ld  n o t  o c c u r  a t  f a r m s t e a d s .

Of c o u r s e ,  i t  iB b e c a u s e  th e  M o u n d v i l l e  m o d e l s  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  

e x p l i c i t l y  w i t h  a t h r e e - t i e r e d  complex  ch ie fdom  in  mind t h a t  we wou ld  

n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  Tombigbee s o c i a l  and econom ic  p a t t e r n s  t o  be the  same,  

bu t  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  p r o m i s e  t o  be i n f o r m a t i v e  about  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i e s .  To a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r s ,  t h e  Lubbub Creek  p o l i t y  a p p e a r s  t o  be o r g a n i z e d
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q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  s y s t e m  and d i v e r g e s  from s e v e r a l  

e n t r e n c h e d  c o n c e p t s  a bou t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  i n  g e n e r a l .

The i n i t i a l  s t e p  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  r e v e a l s  

t h e  s o c i a l  and econom ic  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a 

l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  Lubbub C reek ,  and c o n n e c t  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  

em ergence  o f  f o r m a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n s t i t u t i o n s — a s i m p l e  ch i e fd o m .  But 

b e f o r e  t h i s  can  be done,  i t  i s  f i r s t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

and h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  f rom  w hich  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r o s e .
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CHAPTER I I I

THE CULTURAL-HISTORICAL CONTEXT FOR THE MISSISSIPPIAN 

OCCUPATION ALONG THE CENTRAL TOMBIGBEE RIVER

A l th o u g h  a s e t  of  consnon c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i d e n t i f i e s  a M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n  t h a t  i s  r e c o g n i z a b l e  o v e r  a w ide  a r e a  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  

Woodlands,  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  way o f  l i f e  u n f o l d e d  i n  v a r i o u s  

ways i n  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l i t i e s .  Only by exam in ing  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

phenomenon i n  s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r a l - h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g s  r ln  we g a i n  bo th  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  c o m p a r a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e  and t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  each  

c u l t u r a l - h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  i s  l a d e n  w i t h  u n iq u e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and 

c o n s t r a i n t  s .

An o u t l i n e  of  p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  dynamics  from A.D. 600 t o  1600 

i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  a r e a  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r  and 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l ,  e conom ic ,  s o c i a l  and d e v e l o p m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  

i n t e r p r e t e d .  In  t h i s  r e g i o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  

w ere  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  a s e r i e s  of  s i n g l e  m o u n d / v i l l a g e  c e n t e r e  and 

a s s o c i a t e d  s m a l l ,  d i s p e r s e d  h a b i t a t i o n  s i t e s  o r  f a r m s t e a d s .  Each l o c a l  

c e n t e r / f a r m s t e a d  a g g r e g a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a m in im a l  

s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  u n i t ,  a k i n  t o  t h e  o k l a  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r .  

E x c a v a t i o n s  a t  a s i n g l e  mound c e n t e r ,  Lubbub C re e k ,  and f o u r  f a r m s t e a d
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T ab le  1.  Reg iona l  C u l t u r a l  Chronology .
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s i t e s  a r e  summarized  be low.  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e  f i v e  s i t e s  f u r n i s h  t h e  d a t a  

b a s e ,  and a window th r o u g h  which  t o  v iew s i t e  v a r i a b i l i t y ,  s i t e  i n t e r ­

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

P h y s i o g r a p h i c  and E n v i r o n m e n ta l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  examined  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  a r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  

th e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  i n  w e s t e r n  Alabama and e a s t e r n  M i s s i s s i p p i  

( F i g u r e  1 ) .  The s i t e s  e x t e n d  from T ib b e e  C reek  i n  Lowndes C oun ty ,  

M i s s i s s i p p i  s o u th  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  G a i n e s v i l l e  i n  G reene  C oun ty ,  

Alabama.  T h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Tombigbee l i e s  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  G u l f  

C o a s t a l  P l a i n ,  a  r e g i o n  o f  Mesozoic  and Cenozoic  s e d i m e n t a r y  d e p o s i t s .

I n  t h e  s tu d y  a r e a ,  t h e  r i v e r  f lo w s  a l o n g  t h e  i n t e r f a c e  of  two 

p h y s i o g r a p h i c  zones  (L in eb ack  1973;  C ross  1 9 7 4 ) .  E a s t  of  t h e  Tombigbee 

R iv e r  v a l l e y  a r e  t h e  F a l l  Line H i l l s ,  a d i s s e c t e d  u p l a n d  o f  low 

e l e v a t i o n  b u t  s t e e p  to p o g r a p h y .  To t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  B la c k  P r a i r i e  ( " B la c k  

B e l t " )  forms  a f l a t  t o  r o l l i n g  r e g i o n  composed of  d a rk  f e r t i l e  s o i l s  of  

the  Selma Chalk  d e p o s i t .  The B la c k  P r a i r i e  e x t e n d s  in  a na r row  a r c  f rom 

w e s t e r n  T e n n e s s e e  t o  c e n t r a l  Alabama.  From th e  v i c i n i t y  of  A l i c e v i l l e ,  

Alabama, the  Tombigbee R ive r  c u t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e ro d e d  c h a l k  f o r m a t i o n s  

and f lo w s  s o u t h e a s t  t h ro u g h  th e  B la c k  P r a i r i e  t o  meet  t h e  B la c k  W a r r i o r  

R i v e r .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m a jo r  t r a n s i t i o n  zones  of  u p l a n d  and p r a i r i e ,  

t h e  m e a n d e r - b e l t  zone of  t h e  r i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  c r e a t e s  e x t e n s i v e  a l l u v i a l  

s o i l s  s u b j e c t  t o  a n n u a l  o r  r e g u l a r  f l o o d i n g .  H o r i z o n t a l  movement of th e  

r i v e r  c h a n n e l  s h a p e s  a l a n d s c a p e  of  t e r r a c e s ,  backswamps and " h o r s e s h o e "  

b e n d s .  Through  t i m e ,  t h e  r i v e r  may c u t  o f f  t h e  na r row  n eck  o f  a bend 

and move away t o  form an  i s o l a t e d  body o f  w a t e r  o r  "oxbow" l a k e .
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A d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  b i o t i c  com m u n i t ie s  i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a  may 

be  found  i n  C a d d e l l  ( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  Cole  ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  and S c o t t  ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  and w i l l  n o t  

be r e p e a t e d  h e r e .  While t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s  in  

m a jo r  e c o t o n e s  has  b een  f r e q u e n t l y  n o t e d ,  t h e s e  Tombigbee s t u d i e s  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  more im media te  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  shaped  p r e h i s t o r i c  

s u b s i s t e n c e  v a r i a b i l i t y .  P r a i r i e ,  s l o p e  f o r e s t ,  u p l a n d  f o r e s t ,  and 

f l o o d p l a i n  f o r e s t  p r e s e n t  a m osa ic  o f  d i v e r s e  b i o t i c  com m uni t ie s  w i t h i n  

a few k i l o m e t e r s  o f  eac h  s i t e .

C u l t u r a l  and C h r o n o l o g i c a l  O u t l i n e  

L a t e  Woodland P e r i o d  (A.D. 6 0 0 -1 0 0 0 )

The M i l l e r  I I I  phase  i s  t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  c u l t u r a l  e n t i t y  in  

the  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  v a l l e y  (T a b l e  1 ) .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  L a t e  

Woodland i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Woodlands h a s  b een  c o n s i d e r e d  a c u l t u r a l  

" d e c l i n e "  from t h e  v i g o r o u s  exchange  n e t w o r k s  and  c e r e m o n i a l i s m  of t h e  

M iddle  Woodland p e r i o d .  I t  i s  now i n c r e a s i n g l y  c l e a r  t h a t  s o c i a l  and 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  o c c u r r e d  be tween A.D. 600-1000  t h a t  w ere  of 

f u n d a m e n ta l  im p o r ta n c e  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  d e v e lo p m e n t .

For exam ple ,  d u r i n g  M i l l e r  I I I  sm a l l  t r i a n g u l a r  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  

a p p e a r  t h a t  s i g n a l  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  t h e  bow (E n s o r  1981;  B l i t z  1 9 8 8 ) .  

While no changes  i n  f a u n a l  r e m a in s  can be d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  new 

t e c h n o l o g y ,  s i n g l e  and group b u r i a l s  w i t h  embedded a r r o w p o i n t s  ( H i l l  

1981) r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  e v i d e n c e  of i n t e r g r o u p  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n .  As i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  of  t h e  S o u t h e a s t ,  m a iz e  becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  

v i s i b l e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  a t  t h i s  t im e  b u t  i t  was c l e a r l y  a m in o r  d i e t a r y  

s u p p l a n e n t  ( C a d d e l l  1 9 8 1 ) .  A n o th e r  im p o r t a n t  change i s  an a p p a r e n t  

g row th  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  and s e d e n t i s m .  In  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a ,  t h e  number of
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M i l l e r  I I I  phase  s i t e s  i n c r e a s e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o v e r  e a r l i e r  com ponen ts .  

S i t e s  a r e  l a r g e r  and  m iddens  a r e  more s u b s t a n t i a l  ( J e n k i n s  1 9 6 2 : 1 1 0 ) .

Ceramic and l i t h i c  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  phase  d e f i n i t i o n .

The c e ra m ic  complex  i s  dom ina ted  by two t y p e s ,  M u lber ry  C reek  Cord 

Marked and Baytown P l a i n .  T h e re  i s  a t r e n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  phase  f o r

g rog  ( c r u s h e d  s h e r d )  temper t o  r e p l a c e  sand tem per  and f o r  t h e

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  M ulbe r ry  Creek  Cord Marked t o  i n c r e a s e  r e l a t i v e  t o  Baytown 

P l a i n  ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 1 ) .  The l i t h i c  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  t r i a n g u l a r  a r r o w p o i n t ,  t h e r m a l  t r e a t m e n t  of 

l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  c h e r t  p e b b l e s ,  and  u s e  of  m i c r o l i t h i c  t o o l s  t o  work 

s h e l l .  A few s im p l e  f l a k e  and g r o u n d s t o n e  t o o l s  c o m p le te  t h e  i n v e n t o r y .

The M i l l e r  I I I  s e t t l e m e n t  sy s tem  c o n s i s t e d  o f  l a r g e  r i v e r i n e  b a s e  

camps,  o c c u p i e d  f o r  much of  t h e  y e a r ,  w i t h  s e a s o n a l  d i s p e r s a l  t o  s m a l l  

t r a n s i t o r y  camps ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 ) .  R i v e r i n e  b a s e  camps have d e n s e  middens

composed o f  m u s s e l  s h e l l ,  a n im a l  bone ,  d a r k  s o i l ,  c e r a m ic s  and l i t h i c

d e b r i s .  E x c a v a te d  b ase  camps o f t e n  r e v e a l  p o s t m o l d s ,  s t r u c t u r e  r a n a i n s ,  

g r a v e s ,  and l a r g e  s t o r a g e  p i t s .  F e a t u r e s  o f t e n  c l u s t e r  and o v e r l a p ,  

e v i d e n c e  o f  r e c u r r e n t  o r  l o n g te rm  o c c u p a t i o n ,  b u t  no c l e a r  community 

l a y o u t  i s  e v i d e n t .  M i l l e r  I I I  h o u s e s  a r e  s m a l l ,  o v a l  or  r e c t a n g u l a r  

s t r u c t u r e s  of  s i n g l e - s e t  p o s t s .  S i g n i f i c a n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  house  s i z e  

f rom e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s  ( J e n k i n s  1982)  s u g g e s t s  t h e  emergence  of  t h e  

n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  as  an  i m p o r t a n t  economic  u n i t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T r a n s i t o r y  

camps a r e  found  i n  b o th  u p l a n d  and  p r a i r i e  l o c a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  as  

f l o o d p l a i n  s e t t i n g s .  These camps have  l i t t l e  midden  a c c u m u l a t i o n  and 

l i g h t  a r t i f a c t  d e n s i t i e s .  No M i l l e r  I I I  mounds have  b een  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  

t h e  s tu d y  a r e a .

M i l l e r  I I I  h a s  been  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  s u b p h a s e s ,  d e f i n e d  by
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t h e  r e l a t i v e  p e r c e n t a g e s  of  ce ram ic  v a r i e t i e s  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  

o f  d i a g n o s t i c  ty p e s  ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 ) .  Frequency s e r i a t i o n  of  f e a t u r e  

c o n t e n t s  h a s  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  s p a t i a l l y - d i s t i n c t  subphase 

c o m p o n e n t  s  a t  s i t e s .  The a v a i l a b l e  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  o f t e n  e x h i b i t  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  o v e r l a p  and t e m p o r a l  r a n g e .  Four s u bphases  have  been 

d e f i n e d :  Vienna (A.D. 6 0 0 - 9 0 0 ) ,  C a t f i s h  Bend (A.D. 900 -1000 ) ,  and two

c o n t e m p o r a r y  (but  not  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t )  p h a s e s ,  G a i n e s v i l l e  (A.D. 

1 0 0 0 - 1 1 0 0 )  and Cofferdam (A.D. 9 0 0 -1 1 0 0 ) .

The c u l t u r a l  and c h r o n o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h e s e  subphases  a r e  

c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and open t o  v a r i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  For J e n k i n s ,  t h e s e  

s u b p h a s e s  a r e  th ough t  to  r e f l e c t  s u b t l e  s t y l i s t i c  v a r i a t i o n s  t h a t  

c o r r e s p o n d  t o  d i s t i n c t  s o c i a l  g r o u p s .  G a i n e s v i l l e  base  camps have smal l  

r e c t a n g u l  a r  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  sunken  f l o o r s  and h e a r t h s .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  M i s s i  s s i p p i a n - l i k e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  G a i n e s v i l l e  subphase  has  r a r e  

o c c u r r e n c e s  of  g rog  tempered  lo o p  h a n d l e s  and s h e l l  tempered  p o t t e r y  

t h a t  J e n l c i n s  and Krause (1 9 8 6 :8 4 )  i n t e r p r e t  as  a "move toward  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  n o rm s . "  The Cofferdam subphase  shoved no e v id e n c e  of 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n f l u e n c e .

W e l c t i  ( 1 9 8 6 :9 -1 3 )  p r e s e n t s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  

G a i n e s v i l  l e  and Cofferdam subphase  components r e p r e s e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

c o l d  s e a s o n  and warm season  camps of  t h e  same c u l t u r a l  g ro u p .  He 

o b s e r v e s  c h a t  th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  p r i m a r i l y  co ld  season  use o f  G a i n e s v i l l e  

s ubphase  camps  i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  w e l l  b u i l t  houses  w i t h  h e a r t h B ,  d e e r  

m a n d ib l e  e v i d e n c e  of  w i n t e r  d e e r  p ro cu rem en t ,  and s c a r c e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

of f i s h  a n d  t u r t l e s  i n  t h e  f a u n a l  s am p les .  In c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  warm s eason  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  Cofferdam components i n c l u d e  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  s h e l t e r s ,

41



a h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t u r t l e s  and f i s h ,  and l e s s  n u t  s h e l l  t h a n  found  

i n  G a i n e s v i l l e  components (Welch 1 9 8 5 : 1 5 ) .  Welch s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  tvo  

s u b p h a s e s  be c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  a s i n g l e  C o f f e r d a m / G a i n e s v i l l e  phase  t h a t  

d e v e l o p e d  from t h e  p r e c e d i n g  C a t f i s h  Bend p h a s e .

S t i l l  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  doubt  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  t h e  G a i n e s v i l l e  

s u b p h a s e  a l t o g e t h e r  ( R a f f e r t y  and S t a r r  1 9 8 6 ) .  F u t a t o  ( 1 9 8 7 :2 2 8 - 2 3 2 )  

n o t e s  t h a t  G a i n e s v i l l e  and C a t f i s h  Bend su b p h ase  samples  f a i l  t o  s e r i a t e  

s e p a r a t e l y  and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  G a i n e s v i l l e  s u b p h a s e  may p o s s i b l y  be 

C a t f i s h  Bend f e a t u r e s  w i t h  i n t r u s i v e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s h e r d s .  The a b s e n c e  

of  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  f o r  t h e  C a t f i s h  Bend s u b p h a s e  m e re ly  adds  t o  t h e  

u n c e r t a i n t y .

M i l l e r  I I I  p h as e  s o c i e t i e s  p r a c t i c e d  a g e n e r a l i z e d  h u n t i n g ,  

c o l l e c t i n g  and g a r d e n i n g  economy. Based on f r e q u e n c i e s  of  M i l l e r  I I I  

f a u n a l  r e m a i n s ,  " se co n d  l i n e "  food6 such a s  m u s s e l s ,  t u r t l e s  and o t h e r  

sm al l  a n i m a l s  a p p e a r  t o  have  i n c r e a s e d  in  d i e t a r y  im p o r t a n c e  r e l a t i v e  t o  

d e e r  when compared t o  e a r l i e r  Woodland p h a s e s  (T a b l e  2 ) .  From E a r l y  

M i l l e r  I I I  to  Middle M i l l e r  I I I ,  t h e r e  i s  a s m a l l  bu t  p e r c e p t a b l e  

d e c l i n e  i n  d e e r  r e m a in s ,  882 t o  70 .91  o f  t h e  t o t a l  sample  by w e i g h t ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i n c r e a s e  i n  t u r t l e s  and  f i s h  (Woodrick 

1 9 S l : T a b l e  3 7 ) .  T h i s  p e r c e i v e d  t r e n d  toward  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of 

s m a l l e r  c r e a t u r e s  a p p a r e n t l y  changes  i n  L a t e  M i l l e r  I I I ,  when 

p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  d e e r  i n c r e a s e  and f i s h  and t u r t l e s  d e c r e a s e .  These 

changes  have  been  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  s u b s i s t e n c e  s t r e s s  

in d u c e d  by p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e  (Cole  e t  a l .  1982;  S c o t t  1983;  F u t a t o  

1987;  Welch 1 9 8 5 ) .

S c o t t  (1 9 8 3 :3 2 2 )  summarizes  t h i s  a rgument w i t h  i n s i g h t s  g a i n e d  from 

z o o a r c h a e o l o g y . She m a i n t a i n s  t h a t ,  f a c e d  w i t h  r e s o u r c e  s h o r t a g e s ,
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M i l l e r  s o c i e t i e s  cou ld  e i t h e r  d i v e r s i f y  by a d d i n g  new r e s o u r c e s  o r

i n t e n s i f y  by i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  y i e l d  o f  t h o s e  r e s o u r c e s  th e y  a l r e a d y

e x p l o i t e d .  The l i m i t s  of  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  w i l d  f o o d  s o u r c e s  were

r e a c h e d  i n  M idd le  M i l l e r  I I I  w i t h  a maximum b r e a d t h  of  " se cond  l i n e "

f o o d s .  L a t e  M i l l e r  I I I  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s ,  w i t h  a more  f o c u s e d  em phas i s  on

d e e r ,  s i g n a l  t h e  s h i f t  t o  t h e  only  a l t e r n a t i v e  l e f t — i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n

th ro u g h  expanded  m a ize  c u l t i v a t i o n .  Labor  i n t e n s i v e  c u l t i v a t i o n  became

a l e s s  c o s t l y  o p t i o n  th a n  c o n t i n u e d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  d i m i n i s h e d

r e t u r n s .  S c o t t  ( 1 9 8 3 :3 2 4 )  c o n c l u d e s

In  f a c t ,  t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c o rn  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o b a b ly  o c c u r r e d  
i n  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  L a t e  M i l l e r  I I I  p e r i o d .  The p r o p o r t i o n s  f rom th e  
G a i n e s v i l l e  Lake show a r e l a t i v e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  d e e r  
and d e c r e a s e d  em phas i s  on b o th  t u r t l e s  and  f i s h — a t r e n d  t h a t  
c o n t i n u e s  i n t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p e r i o d .  T h i s  renewed  e m p h a s i s  on 
d e e r  and th e  d e c r e a s e d  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a q u a t i c  r e s o u r c e s  was p r o b a b l y  
made p o s s i b l e  by a m o d i f i c a t i o n  i n  t r o p h i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  w h ic h ,  
per  c a p i t a ,  t h e  human p o p u l a t i o n  consumed g r e a t e r  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
p l a n t  foods  and c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  l e s s e r  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  an im a l  
p r o t e i n .

I doubt  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  e v i d e n c e  i s  a d e q u a t e  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  

M i l l e r  I I I  p o p u l a t i o n s  were  " p u s h e d "  i n t o  becoming M i s s s i p p i a n  f a r m e r s  

due t o  r e s o u r c e  s t r e s s .  Nor i s  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  s t r e s s  a rgument so 

c o m p e l l i n g  a s  t o  r u l e  o u t  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  modest  

f r e q u e n c y  c hange s  i n  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s .  The M idd le  M i l l e r  I I I  and L a t e  

M i l l e r  I I I  sam p les  upon which t h e s e  a rgum en ts  a r e  based  (Woodr ick  

1 9 8 1 :T a b le  37;  S c o t t  1 9 8 3 :T a b le  14) r e p r e s e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  Cofferdam 

components  and G a i n e s v i l l e  components ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 :1 0 5 - 1 0 8 ;  Welch 

1 9 8 5 :T a b le  3 ) .  The modest  v a r i a t i o n  i n  d e e r  f r e q u e n c i e s  be tween  t h e s e  

two sam ples  change  l a r g e l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  warm s e a s o n  

r e m a in s  ( t u r t l e s  and f i s h )  in  t h e  sam ple .
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1

Tabic 1. Woodland F a ia a l  I n i i t i :  K e la t iv c  C o a tr ib u t io n a  of 
b} boae Weight ( g r a n t ) .  Adapted f r o *  Woodrick l961:T able  37).

Phaae/
Period

Deer 
• t .  I

Other Minni1 
w t .  1

T u r t l e  
w t.  X w t.

l i r d
I

Fieh
w t .  X

C aiaeee a l l * /  
Cof ferda**

4216.3 74.5 265.9 5.0 563.9 10.3 414.4 7.1 156 .0 2.8

Caiaeee i l i e 2804.* 76.5 192.6 5.3 263.2 7.2 329.9 9.0 76.2 2.1

C offer dan 1411.6 70.* 93.3 4.7 320.7 16.1 84.5 4 .2 81.6 4.1

C a r l j
M i l l e r  I I I 7082.* 88 .0 206.1 2.a 526.9 6 .6 140.5 1.8 70.4 0 .9

U t c
M i l l e r  111 7075.1 ■ 9 .0 91.1 1.1 496 .0 6.2 177.1 2.2 11 .6 1.4

* C a io e r* i l l e  and C effe rdaa  i « p l t i  c cab in e d .



I f  W e l c h ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C offe rdam  and G a i n e s v i l l e  

s u b p h a s e s  r e p r e s e n t  warm s e a s o n  and c o l d  s e a s o n  components  of  t h e  same 

c u l t u r a l  sy s t e m  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e n  t h e  f a u n a l  f r e q u e n c y  changes  may 

r e f l e c t  s e a s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a b s o l u t e  t o n p o r a l  t r e n d s .  Thus 

t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  L a t e  M i l l e r  I I I  G a i n e s v i l l e  r e p r e s e n t s  a n a r r o w i n g  

o f  w i l d  r e s o u r c e  u s e  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  an i l l u s i o n .  Even i f  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  s e a s o n a l ,  i t  can n o t  be v ie w ed  a s  a t e m p o ra l  t r e n d  

b e c a u s e  t h e  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  i n d i c a t e  Cofferdam and  G a i n e s v i l l e  a r e  

c o n t e m p o r a r y .  Given t h e  p r e s e n t  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  r e l a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  a s  to  

w h e th e r  C a t f i s h  Bend,  Cofferdam and G a i n e s v i l l e  s u b p h a s e s  r e p r e s e n t  

s e q u e n t i a l ,  o v e r l a p p i n g  or  c o m p o s i t e  c o n s t r u c t s ,  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  of t h e  

a s s o c i a t e d  f a u n a l  sample  i n t o  a s eq u en ce  t h a t  p u r p o r t s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  

t e m p o ra l  t r e n d s  in  t h e  L a t e  Woodland s u b s i s t e n c e  economy i s  p r o b l e m a t i c . 

R a t h e r  th a n  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  s u b s i s t e n c e  s t r e s s  due t o  

o v e r p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  o n ly  c l e a r  t r e n d  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  f a u n a l  r e m a in s  i s  

t h e  e f f o r t  t o  expand food  r e s o u r c e s  t h ro u g h  t i m e .

H ickory  n u t s  and  a c o r n s  a r e  t h e  most  a b u n d a n t  f l o r a l  r em a in s  d u r i n g  

M i l l e r  I I I .  Seeds  of  h e r b a c e o u s  a n n u a l s  i n c r e a s e  i n  abundance  i n  M i l l e r  

I I I  sam p les  compared t o  e a r l i e r  p h a s e s ,  p ro b a b ly  an i n d i c a t i o n  of 

expanded  l a n d  c l e a r a n c e  ( C a d d e l l  1 9 8 1 : 4 6 ) .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  s m a l l -  

s c a l e  g a r d e n i n g ,  but  commitment t o  a s t a r c h y  s eed  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  complex 

on th e  same s c a l e  a s  i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  Midwest (Smith  

1989) d o e s  n o t  seem t o  be p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Tombigbee r e g i o n  (C a d d e l l  

1 9 8 1 :4 7 )  nor  t h r o u g h o u t  much of  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  ( S c a r r y  

1 9 8 8 ) .  Maize i s  c o n s i s t a n t l y  p r e s e n t  i n  M i l l e r  I I I  f l o t a t i o n  sam ples  

b u t  i n  v e r y  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s .

45



There  i s  no e v i d e n c e  o f  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  i n  M i l l e r  I I I  

m o r t u a r y  r e m a i n s .  B u r i a l s  a t  b ase  camps o f t e n  c l u s t e r  i n t o  g r o u p s  and 

have been  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  c e m e t e r i e s .  However, b u r i a l  c l u s t e r s  c o r r e l a t e  

w i t h  t h e  d e n s e s t  a r e a  o f  c o n t e m p o ra ry  m id d en ,  p o s t m o l d s ,  and p i t  

f e a t u r e s  and  e x h i b i t  no f o r m a l  i n t e r n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t .  I n t e r m e n t s  a r e  

f r e q u e n t l y  p l a c e d  i n  u sed  s t o r a g e  p i t  f e a t u r e s .  Most b u r i a l s  l a c k  g r a v e  

goods i n  C a t f i s h  Bend (71X) and  C o f f e r d a m / G a i n e s v i l l e  (632)  (Welch 1985: 

2 0 - 2 3 ) .  As s u m n a r i z e d  by Cole e t  a l .  (19 8 2 )  and Welch ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  t h i r t y -  

f o u r  C a t f i s h  Bend subphase  b u r i a l s  were  found i n  two c l u s t e r s  a t  s i t e  

l P i 6 1 .  Age and sex  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  f u r n i s h e d  and u n f u r n i s h e d  b u r i a l s  was 

s i m i l a r .  S h e l l  b ead s  and s h e l l  p e n d a n t s  w e re  t h e  o n ly  b u r i a l  

f u r n i s h i n g s .  Four s h e l l  p e n d a n t s  were  p l a c e d  w i t h  women. S u b a d u l t s  

r e c e i v e d  more beads  t h a n  a d u l t  f e n a l e s ,  and a d u l t  f o n a l e s  r e c e i v e d  more  

beads  th a n  a d u l t  m a l e s .  E i g h ty  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  3094 beads  were  p l a c e d  

w i t h i n  two g r a v e s ,  each  of  which c o n t a i n e d  a s i n g l e  young woman i n t e r r e d  

i n  a s e a t e d  p o s i t i o n .

D ur ing  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  C o f f e r d a m / G a i n e s v i l l e  o c c u p a t i o n  a t  l P i b l ,  

t h i r t y - t h r e e  b u r i a l s  w ere  found  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  two c l u s t e r s .  S u b a d u l t s  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e c e i v e  many s h e l l  b ead s  bu t  no t  a s  many as a d u l t  m a l e s .  A 

few a d u l t  m a le s  w e re  a l s o  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  su ch  a s  

b e a r  c a n i n e s ;  one male  had  a g r e e n s t o n e  c e l t  and one male  had a s h e l l  

p e n d a n t .  Ho s e a t e d  young f e m a le  b u r i a l s  were  found  and a d u l t  women had 

few g r a v e  acc om pan im en ts .  M ar ine  s h e l l  i n c r e a s e d  i n  f r e q u e n c y  o v e r  

f r e s h w a t e r  s h e l l  a s  a s o u r c e  f o r  o r n a m e n t s .  T h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  n o n - l o c a l  

i t e m s ,  and g r e a t e r  q u a n t i t y  and d i v e r s i t y  o f  goods p l a c e d  w i t h  a d u l t  

m a le s  may s i g n a l  expanded ex c h a n g e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  which t h e s e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  ( o r  t h e i r  s o c i a l  g r o u p s )  p a r t i c i p a t e d  (Welch 1 9 8 5 : 2 3 ) .
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E a r l y  M i s s i s s i p p i  P e r i o d  (A.D. 1 0 00 -1200 )

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c u l t u r a l  dev e lo p m en t  i n  t h e  Tombigbee R i v e r  v a l l e y  

can  n o t  be f u l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  m a jo r  r e g i o n a l  s i t e  

o f  M o u n d v i l l e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  B la c k  W a r r i o r  R iv e r  v a l l e y  of 

w e s t e r n  Alabama.  Based on m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  t r a i t s  s h a r e d  w i t h  

M o u n d v i l l e ,  l o c a l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p h a s e s  o v e r  a l a r g e  a r e a  from t h e  Middle  

T e n n e s s e e  R iv e r  v a l l e y  s o u th  t o  t h e  Alabama R i v e r  of  c e n t r a l  Alabama and 

e a s t  t o  t h e  Tombigbee R i v e r  v a l l e y  have  been  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  

v a r i a n t  ( J e n k i n s  and K rause  1 9 6 6 : 9 1 ) .  Two phase  s e q u e n c e s  of  t h e  

M o u n d v i l l e  v a r i a n t  have been c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  

v a l l e y :  t h e  T i b b e e  C r e e k - L y o n ' s  B l u f f - S o r r e l l s  phase  sequence  b a s e d  on 

the  u n p u b l i s h e d  L y o n ' s  B l u f f  s i t e  e x c a v a t i o n s  ( M a r s h a l l  1 9 7 7 ) ,  and  t h e  

S u m m e rv i l l e  I-1V phase  seq u en ce  a t  Lubbub C reek  ( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 ) .  The 

m a t e r i a l  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  two p h as e  s e q u e n c e s ,  l o c a t e d  leBS th a n  40 m i l e s  

a p a r t ,  i s  s i m i l a r  ( i f  n o t  i d e n t i c a l ) .  P e rh ap s  w i t h  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  

im p o r t a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n s  w i l l  become a p p a r e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  

p r o t o h i s t o r i c  m a t e r i a l s .  For now, b e c a u s e  t h e  p r im a r y  d e s c r i p t i v e  d a t a  

h a s  no t  been  p u b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  T ibbee  C r e e k - S o r r e l I s  phase  s e q u e n c e ,  a l l  

s i t e s  d i s c u s s e d  a r e  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  more e x t e n s i v e l y  documented 

S usm ie rv i l l e  p h a s e  s e q u e n c e .

The S u m m e rv i l l e  I  p h a s e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  E a r l y  M i s s i s s i p p i  p e r i o d  i n  

t h e  s tu d y  a r e a  ( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 ) .  Ceramic t e c h n o l o g y ,  d e c o r a t i o n ,  and 

v e s s e l  forma a r e  s h a r p l y  d i s c o n t i n u o u s  w i t h  t h e  M i l l e r  I I I  c e r a m ic  

t r a d i t i o n .  Grog temper  and c o rd  marked  s u r f a c e s  a r e  no l o n g e r  in  u s e .  

A l l  S um m e rv i l l e  c e r a m ic s  a r e  s h e l l  t e m pered  and p a r t  of  t h e  same c e ra m ic  

t r a d i t i o n  a s  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  p h a s e .  Two c e r a m ic  t y p e s ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a i n
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y a r .  W a r r i o r  and M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d  v a r .  M o u n d v i l l e  co m p r i se  more th a n  

90X of t h e  c e r a m ic  complex .  G l o b u l a r  j a r s ,  f l a r i n g  r im  bow ls ,  and 

a u b g l o b u l a r  b o t t l e s  r e p l a c e  M i l l e r  I I I  c y l i n d r i c a l  b e a k e r s  and c o n o i d a l  

j a r s .  D i a g n o s t i c  S u n in e r v i l l e  I c e ra m ic  a t t r i b u t e s  a r e  s m a l l  loop  

h a n d l e s  and s t r a p  h a n d l e s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  two c e n t r a l  n o d e s  ( P e e b l e s  and 

Mann 1 9 8 3 ) .  The l i t h i c  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  r a t h e r  s i m p l e ,  w i t h  s to n e  

p ro c u re m e n t  from l o c a l  g r a v e l s  f o r  m a n u f a c t u r e  of such  i t e m s  as  

a r r o v p o i n t s  and m i c r o d r i l l s  f o r  s h e l l  bead p r o d u c t i o n  (E n so r  1 9 8 9 ) .  

G ro u n d s to n e  a r t i f a c t s  i n c l u d e  g r e e n s t o n e  c e l t s ,  i n c i s e d  s a n d s t o n e  d i s k s  

or p a l e t t e s ,  d i s c o i d a l s  or  " c h unkey"  s t o n e s ,  a b r a d e r s ,  manos and a d z e s .  

S h e l l  and bone were  worked  i n t o  a v a r i e t y  of  t o o l s  and o r n a m e n t s .

Lubbub Creek  p roduced  a copper  p l a t e  embossed w i t h  a f a l c o n  image and 

coppe r  a r r o w - s h a p e d  c u t - o u t s — symbol badges  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  C erem onia l  Complex ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 ) .

As i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e a s t ,  t h e  s o c i a l  dynamics of 

M i s s i B s i p p i a n  emergence  a r e  open t o  v a r i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  J e n k i n s  

and K rau se  (1 9 8 6 :1 2 0 )  o f f e r  t h r e e  p o s s i b l e  s c e n a r i o s  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  

Tombigbee a r e a :  ( 1 )  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n a n i g r a t i o n  and M i l l e r  I I I  p o p u l a t i o n  

d i s p l a c e m e n t ;  (2 )  M i l l e r  I I I  was " M i s s i s s i p p i a n i z e d "  t h r o u g h  d i f f u s i o n  

of  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  and i d e a s ;  o r  ( 3 )  l i m i t e d  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  im m ig r a t io n  

w i t h  a c c u l t u r a t i o n  of  n e i g h b o r i n g  M i l l e r  I I I  g r o u p s .  O ther  

i n v e s t i g a t o r s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  emergence  an  in d i g e n o u s  

economic t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  w i th  s o c i a l  and m a t e r i a l  ch a n g e s  shaped  by t h e  

s h i f t  t o  m a ize  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  s e n a r i o  does  

n o t  e x c l u d e  t h e  s e co n d a ry  r o l e  of d i f f u s i o n a r y  i m p o r t s .
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Even i f  t h e  s h i f t  t o  i n t e n s i v e  m a ize  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  a r e s p o n s e  to  

l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  r a d i c a l l y  new ce ra m ic  t r a d i t i o n  can n o t  be 

e x p l a i n e d  s o l e l y  a s  a s im p le  f u n c t i o n a l  or  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  change ,  a s  has  

been  s u g g e s t e d  ( e . g .  P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 :3 9 6 ;  Welch 1 9 8 5 : 2 8 ) .  The new s h e l l  

t e m pered  v e s s e l  forms a r e  e x t e r n a l  in  o r i g i n ,  w i t h  t e m p o ra l  p r e c e d e n c e  

i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  and T e n n e ss ee  R iv e r  V a l l e y ,  p a r t  o f  

t h e  M idd le  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c u l t u r a l  phenomenon t h a t  made an e x c e e d i n g l y  

r a p i d  a p p e a r a n c e  a c r o s s  an enormous  a r e a  of  t h e  M id -S o u th .  The p r e s e n c e  

of  r a r e  E a r l y  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  a t t r i b u t e s  such  a s  g r o g  te m pered  lo o p  

h a n d l e s  and s h e l l  te m pered  s h e r d s  i n  L a te  M i l l e r  I I I  c o n t e x t s  i n d i c a t e  

changes  t h a t  a r e  ambiguous enough t o  i n t e r p r e t  a s  e i t h e r  p r o t o t y p e s  of  

i n d i g e n o u s  deve lopm en t  o r  e v i d e n c e  of  e x t e r n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .

The r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  do n o t  c l a r i f y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  They b r a c k e t  

t h e  S um m e rv i l l e  I  phase  between A.D. 1000-1200 ( P e e b l e s  and Mann 1983)  

and o v e r l a p  w i t h  t h o s e  of  t h e  G a i n e s v i l l e  and Cof fe rdam  s u b p h a s e s  of  

M i l l e r  I I I  (T a b l e  3 ) .  The d a t e s  a r e  f l e x i b l e  enough t o  p e r m i t  

S um m e rv i l l e  I  t o  be b e g i n  a t  A.D. 1100 and so s u p p o r t  i n d i g e n o u s  

deve lopm en t  o u t  of  M i l l e r  I I I  (Welch 1 9 6 5 :1 6 )  or  p r o v i d e  t im e  f o r  

o v e r l a p p i n g  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  t o  i n t e r a c t  ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 : 1 1 7 - 1 2 2 ) .  In 

s h o r t ,  t h e  Tombigbee R ive r  a r e a  e n c a p s u l a t e s  a l l  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  t h a t  

e n l i v e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  em ergence .

Maize expanded  t o  93Z of r e c o v e r e d  f l o r a l  r e m a in s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  

w i l d  nu t  s p e c i e s ,  a lm os t  t h e  r e v e r s e  of e a r l i e r  M i l l e r  I I I  p r o p o r t i o n s  

( J e n k i n s  and K rause  1 9 8 6 :T a b le  2 ) .  I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  l i n k  t h i s  

d r a m a t i c  d i e t a r y  s h i f t  w i t h  t h e  s eem in g ly  s i m u l t a n e o u s  c h a n g e - o v e r  in  

c e r a m ic  f o r m s ,  remember ing  t h a t  so much of p o t t e r y  i s  a c u l i n a r y  

a r t i f a c t .  H ickory  n u t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be u t i l i z e d  w h i l e  a c o r n s ,  f o r m e r l y
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T a b l e  3 .  S e l e c t e d  R a d i o c a r b o n  D a te s  From Tombigbee M i s s i s s i p p i a n  S i t e s ,

S i t e L a b . -S am p le Date A.D.® Comments

Lubbub

Lubbub

B e ta -8 9 6 8  980 +_ 90 Pre-Mound S u r f a c e  P i t  13
c u t  by S t r u c t u r e  5A. D a te s  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  c e r e m o n i a l  
p r e c i n c t  ( B l i t z  1 9 8 3 b : 2 4 0 ) .

B e ta -1 0 9 5  1190 + 80 SimBnervil le  I  s t r u c t u r e ,
H ousehold  C l u s t e r  2-1  ( B l i t z  
1 9 8 3 c : 2 6 0 ) .

Lubbub

K e l lo g g

K e l l o g g

22Lo507

B eta -1097

UGa-910

UGa-2764

UGa-680

1070 +_ 125 H e a r t h  i n  S u m m e rv i l l e  1
s t r u c t u r e ,  H ouseho ld  C l u s t e r  
1-1 ( B l i t z  1 9 8 3 c : 2 6 9 ) .

1195 +. 76 F e a t u r e  6 p o s tm o ld  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d  
v a r . M o u n d v i l l e  (Blakeman 
1 9 7 5 :T a b le  25)

1185 +. 90 F e a t u r e  6 5 ,  S u m m e rv i l l e  I
(A tk in s o n  e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 : 2 3 7 ) .

1265 +. 105 h e a r t h  on n e x t  t o  f i n a l
s t a g e ,  Coleman Mound, e a r l y  
S um m erv i l l e  XX/IXX (Rucker  
197 4 : 3 4 ) .

Lubbub

Lubbub

Lubbub

B e ta -1 0 9 2

D ic a rb -1 2 3 3

B e t a - 1 104

1290 _+ 65 Household  C l u s t e r  4 - 2 ,
Sum m erv i l l e  I l / I I I  ( B l i t z  
and P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 : 2 9 8 ) .

1410 _+ 45 S t r u c t u r e  1,  H ouseho ld
C l u s t e r  1 - 2 ,  Sum m erv i l l e  
I I / I I I  ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 1 : T a b l e  1) .

1450 +. 70 S t r u c t u r e  3 ,  H ouseho ld
C l u s t e r  4 - 4 ,  S u m m e rv i l l e  
IV ( P e e b l e s  and Mann 1 9 8 3 :7 7 ) ,

® a l l  da teB a r e  u n c o r r e c t e d .
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t h e  r e s o u r c e  of  h i g h e s t  c a r b o h y d r a t e  c o n t e n t ,  d e c l i n e d  s h a r p l y  a s  m a iz e  

was  i n t e n s i f i e d  ( C a d d e l l  1983 :240 -244) .  Both  M i l l e r  111 and S u m m e r v i l l e  

1 p o p u l a t i o n s  u sed  t h e  same a r r a y  o f  game s p e c i e s  b u t  i n  s l i g h t l y  

d i f f e r e n t  p r o p o r t i o n s .  As w i t h  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s ,  d e e r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  

b u l k  o f  p r o t e i n  i n  t h e  d i e t .  T h e re  i s  a m odes t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

p r o p o r t i o n  of  l a r g e  a n i m a l  r e m a i n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d e e r  (T ab le  4).

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  such  m odes t  

p r o p o r t i o n a l  changes .  T h i s  s h i f t  h a s  b een  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  of  a 

more  f o c u s e d  s t r a t e g y  to  m a x im iz e  l a r g e  h i g h - e n e r g y  s p e c i e s ,  a l e a s t -  

c o s t  d e c i s i o n  made f e a s i b l e  by a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  ( S c o t t  

1983 :361-363) .  S c o t t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h i s  s h i f t  a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  L a t e  

M i l l e r  I I I ,  b u t  i f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i l l e r  I I I  f a u n a l  d a t a  

d i s c u s s e d  above  i s  v a l i d ,  t h e n  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e e r  

o c c u r r e d  in  S u m m e r v i l l e  I  c o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  m a i z e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  e m p h a s i s  on  d e e r  i s  m e r e l y  an 

o p p o r t u n i s t i c  r e s p o n s e  due t o  l o c a l i z e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  edge  h a b i t a t s  

f a v o r e d  by d e e r ,  b r o u g h t  a bou t  by a l t e r a t i o n  of  f l o o d p l a i n  a r e a s  due to  

c u l t i v a t i o n .  I n c r e a s e s  i n  o t h e r  open  h a b i t a t  f l o r a l  and f a u n a l  r e m a i n s  

may a l s o  r e f l e c t  l a n d  c l e a r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  ( C a d d e l l  1983; S c o t t  1983).

Human h e a l t h  p a t t e r n s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n d i c a t o r s  of  c u l t u r a l  change .  

O s t e o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of  p o r o t i c  

h y p e r o s t o s i s — anem ia  due t o  h e a l t h  s t r e s s — was  much h i g h e r  i n  C a t f i s h  

Bend and C o f f e r d a m / G a i n e s v i l l e  m o r t u a r y  s a m p l e s  t h a n  t h o s e  from 

S u m m e r v i l l e  I (Cole  e t  a l .  1 982 :T ab le  14;  Welch 1 9 8 5 :T a b le  3). S e v e r a l  

i n v e s t i g a t o r s  p ro p o s e  t h a t  t h i s  h e a l t h  s t r e s s  r e s u l t e d  when p o p u l a t i o n  

g r o w t h  ex c e e d e d  th e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  t h a t  c o u ld  be s u s t a i n e d  th ro u g h  a 

h u n t i n g / c o l l e c t i n g  and l o w - l e v e l  g a r d e n i n g  economy (Cole e t  a l .  1982;



t a b l e  4 . M iaa iaa ipp ian  F i a u l  Renaina: R e la t iv e  C on tr ib u t io n*  of Major 
tan a  by bone tteiRbt (R rana ) .  (Source: S c o t t  19R3:Appen4i* A).
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S c o t t  1983; Welch  1985;  F u t a t o  1987).

However,  b e c a u s e  of  i t s  g e n r a l i z e d  n a t u r e ,  p o r o t i c  h y p e r o s t o s i s  i n  

t h e s e  Woodland p o p u l a t i o n s  can  n o t  be s i m p l i s t i c a l l y  e q u a t e d  w i t h  

p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e .  I t  can r e s u l t  f rom  d i s e a s e  v e c t o r s  t h a t  a r i s e  due 

t o  i n c r e a s e d  s e d e n t i s m  or  a g g r e g a t i o n  (e.g.  poor  s a n i t a t i o n )  o r  d i e t s  

d e f i c i e n t  in  i r o n  (M e n s fo r th  e t  a l .  1978;  Huaa-Ashmore e t  a l .  1982) ,  

M oreover,  u n t i l  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  a b o u t  t h e  t e m p o r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  t h e  

C a t f i s h  Bend and C o f f e r d a m / G a i n e s v i l l e  s u b p h a s e s  a r e  r e s o l v e d ,  b u r i a l  

s a m p l e s  f rom t h e s e  s u b p h a s e s  can n o t  be a r r a n g e d  i n t o  a s e q u e n c e  t h a t  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  a  d e c l i n e  i n  h e a l t h  th ro u g h  t i m e .  Given t h e  l a c k  of  

m o r t u a r y  s a m p l e s  f rom e a r l i e r  p h a s e s ,  i t  i s  by no means c e r t a i n  t h a t  

M i l l e r  I I I  p o p u l a t i o n s  w e r e  any l e s s  h e a l t h y  th a n  t h e i r  Woodland 

p r e d e c e s s o r s .

C l e a r l y ,  M i l l e r  I I I  g ro u p s  w e r e  un d e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h e a l t h  s t r e s s  

b u t  i t  iB u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  m a i z e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  and by 

e x t e n s i o n ,  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  e m e rg e n c e ,  i s  t o  be e x p l a i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  by 

a s i n g l e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e — p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w th .  P o p u l a t i o n  and 

t e c h n o lo g y  a r e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  m e d i a t e d  by human 

i n t e n t i o n a l i t y .  Nor can an a d e q u a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  l o n g - t e r m  s o c i a l  

change be g a i n e d  by f o c u s i n g  o n ly  on l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s .

J e n k i n s  and  K rause  (1986 :123)  e x p r e s s  a b r o a d e r ,  m u l t i c a u s a l  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  L a t e  Woodland t o  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  

a t t e m p t s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  b o th  l o c a l  and e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s .  They s u g g e s t  

t h a t  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  m a iz e  by L a t e  Woodland M i l l e r  g r o u p s  s t i m u l a t e d  

p o p u l a t i o n  g ro w th  t h a t  i n  t u r n  f a v o r e d  i n c r e a s e d  s e d e n t i s m  and  i n c r e a s e d  

u s e  of  s e c o n d - l i n e  r e s o u r c e s .  Thus a m u t u a l l y - r e i n f o r c i n g  f e e d b a c k  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  m a i z e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  and  p o p u l a t i o n  g ro w th
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a m p l i f i e d  t h r o u g h  t i m e .  The r e s u l t i n g  changes  i n  r e s o u r c e  t e r r i t o r i e s  

and e s t a b l i s h e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  p r a c t i c e s  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r g r o u p  

c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  w h ich  l o c a l  s o c i a l  g ro u p s  w ere  more r e c e p t i v e  t o  

i n t r o d u c e d  " M i s s i s s i p p i a n "  i d e a s  and p r a c t i c e s  ( J e n k i n s  and K rause  

1 9 8 6 : 1 2 1 ) .

M in im a l l y ,  t h e  S um m e rv i l l e  I  s e t t l e m e n t  sy s tem  c o n s i s t s  o f :  (1 )  a 

l o c a l  c e n t e r  composed of  a p l a t f o r m  mound and h a b i t a t i o n  a r e a ;  and ( 2 )  

d i s p e r s e d  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t s  o r  f a r m s t e a d s .  Sum m erv i l l e  I  and M i l l e r  111 

components  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  p r e s e n t  on the  same s i t e .  S ix  l o c a l  mound 

c e n t e r s  o c c u r  on t h e  main c h a n n e l  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R i v e r .  From 

n o r t h  t o  s o u t h ,  t h e s e  s i t e s  a r e  B u t l e r  (22Lo500) ,  Chowder S p r i n g s  

(22Lo554 and 5 5 5 ) ,  Coleman (2 2 L o 5 0 7 ) ,  Lubbub Creek  ( l P i 3 3  and 8 5 ) ,  

Hilman,  and B r a s f i e l d  ( l C r l 5 ) .  An a d d i t i o n a l  l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  L y o n ' s  B l u f f  

( 2 2 0 k l ) ,  i s  l o c a t e d  on a s eco n d a ry  s t r e a m  im m e d ia te ly  o u t s i d e  t h e  s tudy  

a r e a .

With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  Lubbub C reek  ( t o  be d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r )  and 

L y o n ' s  B l u f f ,  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  seq u en ce  a t  t h e  o t h e r  c e n t e r s  r e m a in s  

unknown. Only a s i n g l e  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  from one of  t h e  

o t h e r  f i v e  c e n t e r s .  A d a t e  o f  A.D. 1265 +. 105 o b t a i n e d  from a h e a r t h  

on t h e  n e x t  t o  l a s t  b u i l d i n g  s t a g e  of  t h e  Coleman mound (Rucker 1974) 

s u g g e s t s  mos t  of  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  S um m e rv i l l e  I .  F iv e  

c e n t e r s  have  a s i n g l e  p l a t f o r m  mound. At Chowder S p r i n g s  t h e r e  a r e  two 

s m a l l  mounds p l a c e d  100 m a p a r t  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  known i f  t h e y  a r e  

c o n t e m p o r a r y .  The c u l t u r a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  of  B u t l e r ,  Hilman and B r a s f i e l d  

i s  u n c e r t a i n .  The B r a s f i e l d  Mound i s  one o f  t h e  l a r g e r  mounds i n  

Alabama (S he ldon  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 : 4 ) .  Summary d a t a  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee
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p l a t f o r m  mounds a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b le  5 .

Many s m a l l ,  d i s p e r s e d  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s  have  b een  found ( F i g u r e  

2 - 3 ) .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a v a i l a b l e  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  s c a n t  and m o s t l y  

y i e l d  p l a i n  p o t t e r y  t h a t  does  n o t  p e r m i t  a phase  d e s i g n a t i o n .  Survey  i n  

t h e  s tudy  a r e a  h a s  been  l i m i t e d  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  main c h a n n e l .  L i t t l e  i s  

known about  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  u s e  of  s e c o n d a ry  s t r e a m s  o r  a r e a s  away from 

t h e  r i v e r .  Viewed a t  a r e g i o n a l  s c a l e ,  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  

w e s t e r n  Alabama r e p r e s e n t s  c l u s t e r e d  p o p u l a t i o n s  s u r r o u n d e d  by e x t e n s i v e  

b u f f e r  zones  d e v o id  o f  p e o p l e .  E x t e n s i v e  s u r v e y s  s o u th  of  t h e  s tu d y  

a r e a  (S he ldon  e t  a l .  1982;  B r o s e ,  J e n k i n s ,  and Weisman 1982) have 

d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  much of t h e  lower  Tombigbee R iv e r  sy s t e m  above t h e  

M obile  d e l t a  a r e a  h a s  few or  no M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s .  These b r o a d  

f l o o d p l a i n s  a p p e a r  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e f e r r e d  by 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  ( c f .  Smith 1978)  b u t  w e re  no t  o c c u p i e d .  S i m i l a r  

c l u s t e r i n g  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  has  been  r e c o g n i z e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  

t h e  S o u t h e a s t  (Anderson  1 9 8 6 ) .

Th i s  s u g g e s t s  a  s o c i a l  l a n d s c a p e  shaped  by i n t e r g r o u p  w a r f a r e  t h a t  

had t h e  end r e s u l t  ( i f  n o t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e n t )  of  c r e a t i n g  b u f f e r  zones  

t h a t  s e rv e d  a s  game r e s e r v o i r s .  While t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i ro n m en t  h a s  long  

been  th e  p r im a ry  e x p l a n a t o r y  d e v i c e  f o r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  

p a t t e r n s  (Ward 1965;  P e e b l e s  1 9 7 8 ) ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  l o c a l  c e n t e r s  

m us t  a l s o  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n s .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  l o c a l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  l o c a t i o n s ,  

abandonments  and c l u s t e r i n g s  may be r e s p o n s e s  t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  

o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  c l u s t e r s  ( c f .  DeBoer 1 9 8 1 ) .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  l a c k  of  t e m p o ra l  c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

known M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s  and o t h e r  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  e x t a n t  su rvey
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T a b l e  5 .  C e n t r a l  Tombigbee P l a t f o r m  Hounds.

Hound S i t e

Known
A s s o c i a t e d
Components

Hound
Dimensions

(L-W-H)

R e l a t i v e  
S i z e  

(L X W X H) R ef .

But 1e r unknown 5 4 . ' 9 - 3 9 . 0 - 2 . 4 5139 Hoore 1901

Chowder
S p r i n g s  A unknown 2 5 . 0 - 2 5 . 0 - 2 . 2 1375 Hoore 1901;  

Rucker  1974
Chowder
S p r i n g s  B S - I 3 4 . 0 - 2 7 . 0 - 1 . 6 1469 Hoore 1901; 

R ucker  197 4

Coleman S - I ,  e a r l y  
S - I I / I I I

4 5 . 0 - 3 0 . 0 - 4 . 0 5400 Hoore 1901;  
Rucker 1974

Lubbub S I - I V 4 9 . 0 - 4 9 . 0 - 3 . 4 8163 Hoore 1901; 
Jenkin»- 1982;  
B l i t z  1983b

Hilman unknown i n s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a — Hoore 1901;  
Welch 1985

B r a s f i e l d unknown 68 . 6 - 4 5 . 8 - 5 . 8 20865 Hoore 1901; 
She ldon  
e t  a l .  1982

56



t
J

K E I L O G G

YA R B O R O U G

T I B B E E
C R E E K

M I L E S

MS AL

F i g u r e  2 .  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  S i t e s  Along t h e  C e n t r a l  Tombigbee 
R i v e r  ( N o r t h ) .  Dots r e p r e s e n t  f a r m s t e a d s  o r  t r a n s i t o r y  
camps.  T r i a n g l e s  r e p r e s e n t  l o c a l  mound c e n t e r s .

57



M S  * AL

L U B B U B
C R E E K

Ml

K M

G A I N E S V I L L E

F i g u r e  3 .  M i s s i p p i a n  S i t e s  Along t h e  C e n t r a l  Tombigbee 
R i v e r  ( S o u t h ) .  Dots  r e p r e s e n t  f a r m s t e a d s  o r  t r a n s i t o r y  
camps.  T r i a n g l e s  r e p r e s e n t  l o c a l  mound c e n t e r s .
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d a t a  c u r r e n t l y  r e s t r i c t  b r o a d e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a bou t  s e t t l e m e n t  d e n s i t y  

and p a t t e r n i n g .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  l o c a l  mound c e n t e r s  

a l o n g  t h e  main  c h a n n e l  have b een  l o c a t e d .  These  c e n t e r s  e x h i b i t  no 

s p a t i a l  o r  a r t i f a c t u a l  e v i d e n c e  of  p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  and  i t  i s  

t h e r e f o r e  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  mound c e n t e r s  w e re  u n i t e d  t o g e t h e r  

i n t o  a l a r g e r  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  beyond t m p o r a r y ,  e x p e d i e n t  a l l i a n c e .  A 

l o c a l  mound c e n t e r  and a s s o c i a t e d  f a r m s t e a d s  p r o b a b ly  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t .

I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  however ,  t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  and 

o c c u p a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i e s  of  t h e s e  s i t e s  w i l l  be more v a r i e d  th a n  th e  

c u r r e n t  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  and t h a t  t h i s  v a r i a b i l i t y  w i l l  r e f l e c t  p o l i t i c a l  

p r o c e s s e s  beyond the  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R i v e r ,  such  as  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  

t h e  p o w er fu l  bu t  l o c a l i z e d  ch ie fdom  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  At f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  

how ever ,  i t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  how in d e p e n d e n t  o u t l i e r B  such  a s  Lubbub Creek  

a p p e a r  t o  b e ,  and t h i s  r a i s e s  c r i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  e x t e n t  of  

t e r r i t o r i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  e x e r c i z e d  by s u c h  famed p o l i t i e s  

a s  M o u n d v i l l e ,  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  second  l a r g e s t  s i t e  in  

p r e c o l u m b ia n  N o r th  Amer ic a .

M iddle  M i s s i s s i p p i  P e r i o d  (A.D. 1200-1450)

The S u m m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  p h a s e  i s  t h e  l o c a l  Middle  M i s s i s s i p p i  p e r i o d  

o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R i v e r  v a l l e y  ( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 ) .  I t  

r e p r e s e n t s  a c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  con t inuum  w i t h  S u m m e rv i l l e  I  b u t  new 

i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  p e r c e p t i b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  as  y e t  p o o r l y  

u n d e r s t o o d .  S u n m e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  i s  d e f i n e d  by th e  p r e s e n c e  of  a l l  

v a r i e t i e s  of  M o u n d v i l l e  E ngrave d ,  a w e l l -m a d e  f i n e w a r e .  The a p p e a r a n c e  

o f  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee and o t h e r  a r e a s  of  th e
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M o u n d v i l l e  v a r i a n t  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a t h r e e - t i e r e d  

s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y  i n  t h e  B la c k  W a r r i o r  R i v e r  v a l l e y .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  

t h e  apex  was  M o u n d v i l l e ,  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c e r a n o n i a l  c e n t e r  of  a p o w e r fu l  

p o l i t y .  At M o u n d v i l l e ,  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t h e  

p r o d u c t  o f  p a r t - t i m e  s p e c i a l i s t s  (Van d e r  Leeuv  1 9 8 1 ) .  M o l d - a s s i s t e d  

p r o d u c t i o n  and f i r i n g  and d e c o r a t i v e  me thods  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  and 

a r t i s t i c a l l y  more  e l a b o r a t e  t h a n  e a r l i e r  w a r e s .  Engraved  m o t i f s  o f t e n  

d e p i c t  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C erem on ia l  Complex them es  such  as  t h e  w inged  s e r p e n t  

and h a n d - a n d - e y e .

V a r i e t i e s  of  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  p r o v i d e  s e n s i t i v e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

m a r k e r s  w i t h  which  t o  s u b d i v i d e  t h e  Middle M i B s i s s i p p i a n  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  

B la c k  W a r r i o r  v a l l e y  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 3 ) .  Such t e m p o r a l  r e s o l u t i o n  ha6 

n o t  y e t  been  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  Tombigbee a r e a  an d ,  f o r  now, th e  

S um m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  phase  i s  an a g g r e g a t e  of  t h e s e  c e r a m ic  v a r i e t i e s .  

O the r  S u m n e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  c e r a m ic  a t t r i b u t e s  i n c l u d e  r a r e  t e r r a c e d  

r e c t a n g u l a r  v e s s e l s  ( p e r h a p s  a c q u i r e d  from M o u n d v i l l e ) ,  r e s t r i c t e d  bowls 

and n o t c h e d  l i p  t r e a t m e n t  ( P e e b l e s  and Mann 1 9 8 3 ) .

F l o r a l  and f a u n a l  a n a l y s e s  r e v e a l  a s u b s i s t e n c e  economy g e n e r a l l y  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  S u m n e r v i l l e  I p h a s e .  There  i s  l i t t l e  change  i n  l i t h i c  

t e c h n o l o g y .  B u r i a l s  o c c u r  i n  s m a l l  c l u s t e r s  or  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  

d o m e s t i c  d w e l l i n g s .

W ith  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  Lubbub C reek  and  L y o n ' s  B l u f f ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

a t  t h e  o t h e r  Tombigbee l o c a l  c e n t e r s  has  been m i n im a l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  i t  

i s  n o t  known w hich  o f  t h e s e  w e re  o c c u p i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  

p h a s e .  As m e n t io n e d  b e f o r e ,  Colenan  (22Lo507)  seems t o  have  been 

abandoned a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  p h a s e .  Whi le L y o n ' s  B l u f f  was 

a p p a r e n t l y  p a l i s a d e d  a t  t h i s  t im e  ( M a r s h a l l  1 977 ) ,  t h e  S u m n e r v i l l e
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I I / I I I  community a t  Lubbub C reek  wa« u n f o r t i f i e d  f o r  p a r t  o r  a l l  of  t h i s  

p h a s e .  S i t e  abandonm ent ,  c y c l e s  of  p a l i s a d e  b u i l d i n g ,  and t h e  a d o p t i o n  

o f  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  a l l  s u g g e s t  an  i n t e n s e  p e r i o d  o f  s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  be tw een  t h e  l o c a l  Tombigbee c e n t e r s ,  e n g e n d e re d  by t h e  r i s e  

of  M o u n d v i l l e  35 m i l e s  (56 km) t o  t h e  e a s t .  P e rh a p s  embedded i n  t h e s e  

c h a n g in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  bu t  i n  a manner n o t  y e t  u n d e r s t o o d ,  i s  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  of  why a t h r e e - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y  formed i n  one r i v e r  

v a l l e y  and n o t  t h e  o t h e r .

L a t e  M i s s i s s i p p i / P r o t o h i s t o r i c  P e r i o d  
(A.D. 1 4 5 0 /1 5 0 0 - c a .  1600)

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  " p r o t o h i s t o r i c "  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  S o u t h e a s t  

i s  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  h i a t u s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  be tween  t h e  f i r s t  

r e c o r d e d  European  c o n t a c t  ( i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a ,  t h e  De Soto  e x p e d i t i o n  i n  

A.D. 1540)  and  t h e  i n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n s  and s e t t l e m e n t s  of  t h e  F rench  

and E n g l i s h  in  t h e  l a t e  1600s .  D i s c u s s i o n s  of  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  dom ina ted  by two th e m es ;  ( 1 )  changes  i n  

t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n  t h a t  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a " d e c l i n e "  

and ( 2 )  t h e  n a t u r e  and e f f e c t  o f  i n i t i a l  European  c o n t a c t .  The dominan t  

v iew t h a t  haB emerged  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  

d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d ;  the  d e c l i n e  of  ch iefdom o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  

m a s s i v e  d e p o p u l a t i o n  from e p i d e m ic s  u n l e a s h e d  t h r o u g h  European  c o n t a c t  

(C u r re n  1984;  Smith  1 9 8 7 ) .  O t h e r s  o b s e r v e  t h a t  c h i e fd o m s  a r e  u n s t a b l e  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  t h a t  f l u c t u a t e  i n  s i z e  and d u r a t i o n ,  p r o d u c in g  a 

c y c l e  of  r i s e  and d e c l i n e  t h a t  h a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r e h i s t o r i c  d e p t h  ( e . g .  

P e e b l e s  1986;  A nde r son  1 9 8 9 ) .  A p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  e v a l u a t i n g  such  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  i s  an a d e q u a te  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f ram ew ork ,  which  s t i l l
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r e q u i r e s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  r e f i n e m e n t .

In  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee a r e a ,  L a t e  H i a a i s s i p p i a n / P r o t o h i s t o r i c  

s i t e s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  S um m e rv i l l e  IV p h ase  (A.D. 1 4 5 0 / 1 5 0 0 - c a . 1600) 

( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 ) .  Sum m erv i l l e  IV m o r t u a r y  p r a c t i c e s  i n c l u d e  b u r i a l  of 

s u b a d u l t s  i n  l a r g e  g l o b u l a r  j a r s  o r  " b u r i a l  u r n s " .  S u b s i s t e n c e  r e m a i n s  

c o n t i n u e  t o  i n d i c a t e  m a ize  a s  a s t a p l e .  At l e a s t  one of  t h e  Tombigbee 

c e n t e r s ,  Lubbub Creek ,  i s  f o r t i f i e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

C o n t i n u i t y  from e a r l i e r  c e r a m ic  forms  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  S u m m e rv i l l e  IV 

bu t  t h e r e  a r e  c h a n g e s .  Alabama R iv e r  A p p l iq u e  i s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

c e ram ic  t y p e .  There  i s  a t r e n d ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  S u m m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  f o r  

j a r s  t o  have  m u l t i p l e  s t r a p  h a n d l e s ,  w h ich  i n c r e a s e  i n  number t o  10 o r  

more i n  S um m e rv i l l e  IV. P u n c t a t i o n ,  v e r t i c a l  i n c i s i o n  from t h e  l i p ,  and 

r a r e  p a i n t e d  d e c o r a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t s  a p p e a r  ( a s  th e y  do i n  t h e  l a t e  

M o u n d v i l l e  I I I  p h a s e )  a s  p a r t  o f  a b ro a d  h o r i z o n  s t y l e  w i t h  o r i g i n s  i n  

the  c e n t r a l  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  ( S h e ld o n  and J e n k i n s  1 9 8 6 ) .  M oundv i l l e  

Engraved i s  no l o n g e r  p ro d u c e d .  As w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e r  S u m m e rv i l l e  p h a s e s ,  

th e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of  the  c e r a m ic  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  p l a i n .  The l i t h i c  

t e c h n o lo g y  changes  l i t t l e  from e a r l i e r  p h a s e s .

S u m n e r v i l l e  IV i s  p o o r l y  d a t e d  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n c e r t a i n  i s  when 

i t  ended .  The p r o t o h i s t o r i c  c e ra m ic  c h ro n o lo g y  in  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee 

r e g i o n  i s  s t i l l  q u i t e  c rude  and  r e q u i r e s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  b a s i c  s e q u e n c e  

d e f i n i t i o n  c o u p l e d  w i t h  more a b s o l u t e  d a t e s .  At t h e  L y o n ' s  B l u f f  s i t e ,  

t h e  S o r r e l l s  phase  component p roduced  a r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e  of  A.D. 1557 +_ 

65 ( M a r s h a l l  1 9 7 7 ) .  Changes i n  t h e  c e ra m ic  complex t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

r e g i o n  c o r r e s p o n d s  c l o s e l y  i n  t im e  t o  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  M o u n d v i l l e ' s  

s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  and s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y .  E a r l y  in  t h e  16 th  c e n t u r y ,  

M o u n d v i l l e  i s  l a r g e l y  abandoned  ( P e e b l e s  1 987) .  A b s o l u t e  d a t e s  f o r  t h e
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t e r m i n a l  M o u n d v i l l e  111 p h a s e  a v e r a g e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  1500s 

(Welch 1 9 8 6 : T a b l e s  3 . 3  and 3 . 4 ) .  The s u b s e q u e n t  Alabama R ive r  p h a s e  of  

t h e  B la c k  W a r r i o r  R iv e r  v a l l e y  s h a r e s  many c e ra m ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w i t h  

S u m n e r v i l l e  IV.

The Alabama R iv e r  phase  h a s  l o n g  b een  c o n s i d e r e d  a p o s t - c o n t a c t

phenomenon ( S h e ld o n  1 9 7 4 ) ,  The few a v a i l a b l e  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  f o r  t h e

Alabama R iv e r  phase  ( a l s o  d e s i g n a t e d  M o u n d v i l l e  IV) in  t h e  B l a c k  W a r r i o r

v a l l e y  s u g g e s t  a sp an  from t h e  e a r l y  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  c a .  1700

( C u r r e n  1 9 8 4 ) ,  P e e b l e s  (1 9 8 6 ,  1987) a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  t e r m i n a l  M o u n d v i l l e

I I I  phase  d a t e s  f a l l  t o o  e a r l y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n t e n t i o n

t h a t  M o u n d v i l l e  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  due t o  e p i d e m ic s  spawned by S p a n i s h

e x p l o r a t i o n s  such  a s  t h e  De Soto  e x p e d i t i o n  ( 1 5 3 9 - 1 5 4 3 ) .  Based on

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  and o t h e r  e v i d e n c e ,  P e e b l e s  (1 9 8 6 ,  1987)  c o n t e n d s  t h a t

i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  and  economic  w e a k n e s s e s  i n h e r e n t  t o  ch ie fdom

o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e c l i n e  of  M o u n d v i l l e  and o b s e r v e s :

L ike  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  such  a s  C ahok ia ,  K i n c a i d ,  and 
A n g e l ,  many M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  d e v o l v e d  on 
t h e i r  own, w i t h o u t  h e l p  f rom E u ro p e a n s .  L i k e w i s e ,  many 
M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i e s ,  such  a s  t h e  N a tchez  and A p p a la c h e e ,  
s u r v i v e d  s u s t a i n e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Euopeans  w i t h o u t  c o l l a p s i n g .
In  b r i e f ,  one c a n n o t  b lame S o to  f o r  a l l  t h e  bad  t h i n g s  t h a t  b e f e l l  
t h e  n a t i v e  p e o p l e s  of t h e  S o u t h e a s t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w hole  o f  t h e  
1 6 th  c e n t u r y  [ P e e b l e s  1 9 8 7 : 2 4 ] ,

What r o l e ,  i f  an y ,  European  e p i d e m i c s  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  dem ise  of  t h e

M o u n d v i l l e  c u l t u r e  w i l l  r em a in  u n c l e a r  p e n d i n g  a  more  a c c u r a t e  a b s o l u t e

c h r o n o l o g y .

A t e r m i n a l  d a t e  of  A.D. 1600 f o r  S um m e rv i l l e  IV i s  a n  e s t i m a t e .  No 

E uropean  a r t i f a c t s  have  b e e n  found  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  S u m m e rv i l l e  IV 

phase  m a t e r i a l s .  Moreover ,  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  and u p l a n d  n o r t h e r n  

t r i b u t a r i e s  of  t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  M i s s i s s i p p i  have

63



numerous s i x t e e n t h ,  s e v e n t e e n t h ,  and e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s i t e s ,  a t  l e a s t  

some o f  w h ich  a r e  Chickasaw ( M a r s h a l l  1977;  J o h n s o n  and S p a rk s  1986;  

A t k i n s o n  1 9 8 7 ) .  Im m e d ia t e ly  wes t  of  t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  v a l l e y ,  i n  t h e  

u p l a n d s  w here  t h e  P e a r l  R i v e r ,  P a s c a g o u l a  R ive r  s y s t e n  and w e s t e r n  

t r i b u t a r i e s  of  t h e  Tombigbee form a w a t e r s h e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  nimierous 

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Choctaw s i t e s ,  b u t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s  a r e  m in im a l  or  

a b s e n t  ( B l i t z  1 9 8 5 ) .  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  b o th  a r e a s  may have  formed a s  p a r t  

o f  a dem ograph ic  s h i f t  from t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  f l o o d p l a i n .  Whi le  t h e  

t i m i n g  and c a u s e  o f  t h i s  s h i f t  r e u s i n g  u n c e r t a i n ,  t h e  main  c h a n n e l  of 

the  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R i v e r  a p p e a r s  t o  have  b een  abandoned  by t h e  1 7 th  

c e n t u r y .

Each of t h e  s i t e s  examined i n  t h i s  s t u d y  was e x c a v a t e d  by 

u n i v e r s i t y - b a s e d  r e s e a r c h  teams s b  a p a r t  of  t h e  Tennessee -T om bigbee  

Waterway ,  a m a s s i v e  p u b l i c  w orks  p r o j e c t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  Army Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s .  In  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  b r i e f  summary 

d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  each  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e  a r e  p r e s e n t e d .

The s i t e s  d e s c r i b e d  below were  c h o s e n  f o r  e x c a v a t i o n  due t o  

l o c a t i o n ,  v i s i b i l i t y ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  impending d e s t r u c t i o n  and o t h e r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n c e r n s .  The g o a l  was t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  maximum amount of 

i n f o r m a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t im e  and f u n d i n g  c o n s t r a i n t s .  E x c a v a t i o n  

t e c h n i q u e s  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  s i m i l a r .  The s i t e  summaries s u pp ly  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  backg ro u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  more s p e c i f i c  com p ar i so n s  p r e s e n t e d  

i n  s u c c e e d i n g  c h a p t e r s ,  o f  c e r a m i c s ,  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s ,  p r e s t i g e  g o o d s ,  

m o r t u a r y  t r e a t m e n t  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e m a i n s .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e  f i v e  s i t e s  

f u r n i s h  t h e  d a t a  b a s e  w i t h  which  to  a s s e s s  h y p o t h e s e s  a b o u t  s i t e

The E x c a v a te d  S i t e s  
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v a r i a b i l i t y  and s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

D e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  each  s i t e  may be found  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

s i t e  r e p o r t s .  The f o l l o w i n g  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  stannary 

d e s c r i p t i o n s :  Lubbub C reek :  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Alabama i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

d i r e c t e d  by Ned J .  J e n k i n s  ( J e n k i n s  and Ensor 1981;  J e n k i n s  1982)  and 

U n i v e r s i t y  of  M ich igan  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  by C h r i s t o p h e r  S.  P e e b l e s  

( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 a ) ;  T ib b e e  C reek :  M i s s i s s i p p i  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  e x c a v a t i o n s  

d i r e c t e d  by John  W. O 'Hear  (O 'H ea r  e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 ) ;  K e l l o g g :  M i s s i s s i p p i  

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  e x c a v a t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  by James R. A tk in s o n  (A tk in s o n  e t  

a l .  1 9 8 0 ) ;  lG r2 ;  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Alabama i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by Ned J .  J e n k i n s  

( J e n k i n s  and Ensor  1981;  J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 ) ;  and  Y arb o ro u g h :  U n i v e r s i t y  of 

Alabama e x c a v a t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  by C a r l o s  S o l i s  ( S o l i s  and W a l l i n g  1 9 8 2 ) .

A L o c a l  Mound C e n t e r

Lubbub Creek

The Lubbub Creek  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  on a l a r g e  h o r s e s h o e  bend  o f  t h e  

Tombigbee R iv e r  i n  P i c k e n s  C ounty ,  Alabama.  The r i v e r  c u t s  a lo o p  t h a t  

d e m a r c a t e s  a 600 m x 1000 m p e n i n s u l a  of  f l o o d p l a i n  and swampland.  The 

v i d e  m e a n d e r - b e l t  f l o o d p l a i n  fo rm s  a boundary  be tween  the  F a l l  L ine  

H i l l s  and B la c k  P r a i r i e  p h y s i o g r a p h i c  z o n e s .  W i t h i n  s e v e r a l  k i l o m e t e r s  

of  the  s i t e ,  m u l t i p l e  b i o t i c  com m uni t ie s  may be fo u n d :  f l o o d p l a i n  

f o r e s t ,  u p la n d  f o r e s t ,  g r a s s l a n d ,  backsvam ps ,  m u s s e l  b ed s  and oxbow 

l a k e s  ( C a d d e l l  1 9 8 1 ) .

The a r e a ' s  f i r s t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w e re  t h o s e  of  

C l a r e n c e  B. Moore (1901)  who exam ined  an  11 f t  h i g h  ( 3 . 5  m) p r e h i s t o r i c  

mound ( l P i 8 5 )  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  na r row  n eck  of t h e  b e n d .  I n  t h e  1970s ,  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  from th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alabama l o c a t e d  and t e s t e d  a
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s e r i e s  o f  middens  ( l P i l l ,  12 ,  13 ,  3 3 )  w i t h i n  t h e  b end .  I t  became c l e a r  

t h a t  t h e  l o c a l i t y  was  a l a r g e  m u l t i c o m p o n e n t  s i t e .

In  1977,  e x t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  Ned J .  

J e n k i n s  f o c u s e d  on l P i 3 3 .  Heavy sod was c u t  f rom s i x  r e c o v e r y  s t r i p s  30 

f t  ( 9 . 1 4  m) wide  and o f  l e n g t h s  v a r y i n g  f rom 120 f t  ( 3 6 .6 0  m) t o  420 f t  

( 1 2 8 .0 2  m) l o n g .  The s t r i p s  w ere  plowed,  g r i d d e d  i n t o  10 f t  ( 3 .0 5  m) 

u n i t s  and s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t e d .  The m a jo r  e f f o r t  f o c u s e d  on a 30 f t  by 250 

f t  ( 9 . 1 4  m x 7 6 .2 0  m) s t r i p  w he re  midden  was removed t o  expose  f e a t u r e s .  

Numerous p i t  f e a t u r e s ,  p o s t m o l d s ,  two s t r u c t u r e  p a t t e r n s  and a 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  cem e te ry  w i t h  27 b u r i a l s  were  u n c o v e r e d .  The f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of M ich igan  began  a 14 month e x c a v a t i o n  program 

u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  S. P e e b l e s .  An e x t e n s i v e  sa m p l in g  

p rogram of 1079 auger  and t e s t  p i t s  o v e r  111 h a ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  L a t e  Voodland and M i s s i s s i p p i a n  d e p o s i t s  were c o n c e n t r a t e d  

w i t h i n  a 23 ha p o r t i o n  of  t h e  b end .  Th'-* Corps of  E n g i n e e r s  e l e c t e d  t o  

p r e s e r v e  h a l f  of  t h i s  a r e a .  The o t h e r  12 ha ,  t h e  d e n s e s t  ex p an s e  of 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o c c u p a t i o n ,  was t h e  f o c u s  of  a 20 p e r c e n t  sample by a r e a .  

These  e f f o r t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  one of  t h e  l a r g e s t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  

e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  s i n c e  t h e  WPA p r o j e c t s  of  t h e  1 9 30s .  More 

t h a n  20 ,0 0 0  were e x c a v a t e d .  C u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  e x p o s e d  i n c l u d e d  25 

s t r u c t u r e s ,  425 p i t s ,  43 b u r i a l s ,  3984 p o s t m o l d s ,  and e x p a n s e s  of  

m idden .  An enormous c o l l e c t i o n  of  a r t i f a c t s ,  f l o r a l  and f a u n a l  r e m a in s  

was  s e c u r e d  and a n a l y z e d .

From about  A.D. 600 to  1000,  t h e  r i v e r  bend was u sed  a s  a L a t e  

Woodland M i l l e r  I I I  p h ase  b a s e  camp. S c a t t e r e d  c l u s t e r s  of  midden ,  

p o s tm o l d s ,  b u r i a l s  and  l a r g e  p i t s  f o r  h i c k o ry  n u t / a c o r n  s t o r a g e  w ere
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p r e s e n t *  The M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  a t  Lubbub Creek  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  

r i v e r  bend i n t o  a perm anent  s e t t l a a e n t  t h a t  o s c i l l a t e d  i n  s i z e  t h ro u g h  

s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s .  Changes i n  t h e  community p l a n  f o r  each  of  t h e  t h r e e  

p h a s e s  v e r e  documented ( F i g u r e  4 ) .

Because  t h e  Lubbub C reek  c e ra m ic  sample  p r o v i d e s  t h e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n a l  s e q u e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  c r i t i c a l  e v i d e n c e  f o r  s o c i a l  

and economic  a c t i v i t i e s  a n a l y s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  i t  m e r i t s  d e t a i l e d  

d i s c u s s i o n .  The Lubbub Creek  c e r a m ic  a m p l e  h a s  b een  o r d e r e d  i n  two 

b a s i c  w ays .  F i r s t  i s  t h e  t y p e - v a r i e t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  which y i e l d s  

d e s c r i p t i v e  and c h r o n o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  S e c o n d ly ,  each  t y p e - v a r i e t y  

i s  composed o f  a number of  v e s s e l  shape  c l a s s e s .  These shape  c l a s s e s  

a r e  u sed  t o  a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  v e s s e l  f u n c t i o n  and u s e .

The M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c e r a m ic s  f rom Lubbub Creek  have  been  c l a s s i f i e d  

u s i n g  th e  t y p e - v a r i e t y  method w i d e l y  u sed  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  (Mann 1 9 8 3 ) .  

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  based  on a a h i e r a r c h y  of  a t t r i b u t e s .  Temper,  s u r f a c e  

t r e a t m e n t ,  and d e c o r a t i o n  a r e  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t y p e  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

V a r i a t i o n  i n  s e c o n d a r y  a t t r i b u t e s  w i t h i n  each  ty p e  a r e  g rouped  as  

v a r i e t i e s .  Types  and v a r i e t i e s  may s e r v e  b o th  d e s c r i p t i v e  and 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s .  The c e r a m ic  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  d e v i s e d  f o r  t h e  

c o n te m p o ra ry  s i t e  of  M o u n d v i l l e  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  B lack  W a r r i o r  R ive r  

v a l l e y  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1983)  was a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  Lubbub Creek  sample  

b e c a u s e  b o th  a r e a s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a common c e r a m ic  t r a d i t i o n .  Appendix  

1 p r o v i d e s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t y p e - v a r i e t i e s  a t  Lubbub C reek .

While t h e  t y p e - v a r i e t y  sy s tem  h a s  some u n f o r t u n a t e  w e a k n e s s e s  a s  an 

a n a l y t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  (See  R a f f e r t y  1986 f o r  a c r i t i q u e  of  i t s  use  i n  t h e  

T onb igbee  r e g i o n ) ,  t h e  Lubbub Creek  p r o j e c t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  

method f o r  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r i n g  and phase  d e f i n i t i o n  t h ro u g h  th e  use

67



ON
O U T I H

L U B B U B
CREEK M 100

F i g u r e  4 .  Community P l a n  a t  Lubbub C re e k .

68



of  d i a g n o s t i c  t y p e s  as  t i m e - m a r k e r s  (Mann 1983; P e e b l e s  and  Mann 1 9 8 3 ) .  

My u s e  of  t h i s  sys tem  s tems f rom p r a g m a t i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  n o t  f rom 

t h e o r e t i c a l  commitment.  When f u n c t i o n a l  o r  s o c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

s o u g h t ,  I  have u s e d  more  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a s u r e m e n t s .

A b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  c e r a m ic  t r a d i t i o n  i s  t h e  p redom inance  

o f  p l a i n w a r e  (94X) .  S e r i a t i o n  of  th e  sam p le ,  s u p p o r t e d  by a s e r i e s  of 

r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s ,  p e r m i t  t h e  Lubbub C reek  o c c u p a t i o n  t o  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  

a t h r e e - p h a s e  s e q u e n c e :

S um m e rv i l l e  I  A.D. 1000-1200
1 1 /1 1 1  A.D. 1 2 0 0 -1450 /1500
IV A.D. 1 4 5 0 /1500 -1600

P r e s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  of  m i n o r i t y  d e c o r a t e d  t y p e s  o r  v a r i e t i e s  was 

t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a s s i g n i n g  f e a t u r e s  t o  s p e c i f i c  p h a s e s .  S um m e rv i l l e  I  was 

d e f i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d  v a r .

M o u n d v i l l e . S um m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a l l  v a r i e t i e s  of  

M o u n d v i l l e  E ngrave d .  Sum m e rv i l l e  IV i s  marked by t h e  t y p e  Alabama R iv e r  

A p p l i q u e .

J a r ,  bowl,  and b o t t l e  fo rm s  a r e  t h e  b a s i c  v e s s e l  s h a p e s  a t  Lubbub 

Creek  ( F i g u r e  5 ) .  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  v e s s e l  fo rm s  from rim s h e r d s  was 

p e r fo rm e d  by B a x t e r  Mann and J o h n  B l i t z .  T h i s  t a s k  was  made e a s i e r  by 

S t e p o n a i t i s '  ( 1 9 8 3 )  e x c e l l e n t  s tu d y  o f  whole  v e s s e l s  from M o u n d v i l l e ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  a number o f  w hole  or  n e a r l y  c o m p le te  v e s s e l s  from Lubbub.

R e c e n t  S o u t h e a s t e r n  s t u d i e s  p r o v i d e  a b a s i s  f o r  i n f e r r i n g  f u n c t i o n a l  

u s e s  from v e s s e l  shape  ( H a l ly  1 9 8 6 ) .  However,  e v i d e n c e  a p p l i c a b l e  to  

S u n m e r v i l l e  c e r a m i c s  p e r m i t s  o n l y  v e r y  g e n e r a l  i n f e r e n c e s  a bou t  c o o k i n g ,  

s e r v i n g ,  and s t o r a g e  u s e s .

The S u m m e rv i l l e  I  phase  community (A.D. 1000 -1 2 0 0 )  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  

E a r l y  M i s s i s s i p p i  p e r i o d  component .  A c e n t r a l  c e r m o n i a l  p r e c i n c t  was
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e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a s eq u en ce  o f  p a i r e d  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h i n  an 

e n c l o s e d  compound t h a t  o ve r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  was  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a low 

p l a t f o r m  w i t h  a d j a c e n t  p l a z a .  The S u m m e rv i l l e  I  community s p r e a d  o u t  i n

an a r c  a round  t h e  mound.  Four  s i n g l e - s e t  p o s t  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h i s

component w e re  e x c a v a t e d .  A s e r i e s  o f  b a s t i o n e d  p a l i s a d e s  f o r t i f i e d  t h e  

com nun i ty .  One s e t  o f  w a l l s  e n c l o s e d  th e  c e n t r a l  c e r e m o n i a l  p r e c i n c t  

and an o u t e r  p a l i s a d e  l i n e  formed a b a r r i e r  a c r o s s  t h e  neck  o f  t h e  bend .  

Based on  th e  e x t e n t  o f  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  S u m n e r v i l l e  I  comnuni ty  c o v e r e d  8 . 5  

h a .  D e n s i ty  of  h o u s e s  v a e  v e r y  low. No more t h a n  s i x  h o u s e s  a r e  

e s t i m a t e d  t o  have  been  o c c u p i e d  a t  any one t im e  ( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 a :3 9 9 - 4 0 1 ) .  

F auna l  r em a in s  i n d i c a t e  a mixed economy of m a ize  p r o d u c t i o n ,  g a t h e r i n g ,  

and h u n t i n g .  D eer ,  b e a r  and t u r k e y  were  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  l a r g e  food  

a n i m a l s .

No f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  w e re  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  phase

(A.D. 1 2 0 0 - 1 4 5 0 /1 5 0 0 ) .  The s i t e  a r e a  expanded  t o  11 .3  h a .  S ix

s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  f e a t u r e s  were  u n c o v e r e d .  Based on t h e  

d e n s i t y  of  house  r e m a i n s ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  be tween  f i v e  and  e i g h t e e n  

h o u s e s  w ere  p r e s e n t  a t  any one t i m e  ( P e e b l e s  1983a;  3 9 9 - 4 0 1 ) .  The 

p l a t f o r m  mound and p l a z a  re m a in e d  th e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  of  the  c o m n u n i ty .  

S e v e r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e s  r a i s e d  t h e  mound t o  maximum h e i g h t  and two 

ramps were  ad d e d .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  change  o c c u r r e d  i n  s u b s i s t e n c e  

p r a c t i c e s .

D ur ing  t h e  L a t e  H i s s i s s i p p i a n / P r o t o h i s t o r i c  S u m m e rv i l l e  IV phase 

(A.D. 1 4 5 0 / 1 5 0 0 - c a . 1 6 0 0 ) ,  t h e  Lubbub C reek  s i t e  was a g a i n  f o r t i f i e d ,  

t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  a d i t c h  230 m i n  d i a m e t e r  and 1 m d e e p .  T h i s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e m a r c a t e d  a 4 . 2  ha com nun i ty .  F iv e  s i n g l e - s e t  p o s t  ho u s es  

and a s s o c i a t e d  f e a t u r e s  w ere  fo u n d ,  w i th  an e s t i m a t e d  two t o  seven
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ho u s e s  i n  u s e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  ( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 a : 3 9 9 - 4 0 1 ) .  L i t t l e  change  

to o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f a u n a l  a s s e m b la g e  b u t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  r e c o v e r e d  

m a iz e  d e c r e a s e d  and  a c o r n s  i n c r e a s e d .

Human b u r i a l s  f rom a l l  t h r e e  p h a s e s  w ere  fo u n d ,  o f t e n  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  a d o m e s t i c  d w e l l i n g .  H e a l t h ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by o s t e o l o g i c a l  

a n a l y s i s ,  was g e n e r a l l y  good f o r  a l l  t h r e e  p h a s e s  (Pow e l l  1 9 6 3 ) .  Graves  

i n  t h e  p a r t i a l l y - e x c a v a t e d  l P i 3 3  a r e a  w e re  a r r a n g e d  i n  ro w s .  Four 

S um m e rv i l l e  1 b u r i a l s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  an o v a l  pos tm o ld  

p a t t e r n .  One o f  t h e s e  b u r i a l s  c o n t a i n e d  two a d u l t  m a l e s ,  one w i t h  a 

c oppe r  p l a t e  embossed w i t h  a f a l c o n  symbol ;  c o p p e r  h e a d d r e s s  o r n a m e n t s ,  

a g r e e n s t o n e  c e l t ,  m a r i n e  s h e l l  o rn am e n ts  and p o r t i o n s  of o t h e r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be war t r o p h i e s  ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 ) .  The c o p p e r  

o rnam e n ts  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  i c o n o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l s  

t h o u g h t  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  symbol badges  of  a s p e c i f i c  s t a t u s  o r  o f f i c e  of  

l e a d e r s h i p  (L a r s o n  1 9 5 9 ) .  C h i l d r e n  i n t e r r e d  w i t h i n  l a r g e  j a r s  marked  

t h e  S um m e rv i l l e  IV p h a s e .  A p i t  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  s t a c k e d ,  

d i s a r t i c u l a t e d  r e m a in s  o f  43 i n d i v i d u a l s  a p p e a r e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f i n a l  

s t a g e s  o f  an i n t r i c a t e  m o r t u a r y  p r o c e s s ,  p e r h a p s  r e d e p o s i t i o n  from a 

c h a r n e l  s t r u c t u r e  (P o w e l l  1 9 8 3 ) .  A more c o m p re h en s iv e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of 

m o r t u a r y  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  C h a p te r  V I I I .

Lubbub Creek  was a l o c a l  c e n t e r  of  c e r e m o n ia l  and  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

f o r  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  

was a p p a r e n t l y  q u i t e  low. Rough e s t i m a t e s  b a s e d  on p h ase  t im e  s p a n ,  

number and d e n s i t y  of  house  r e m a in s  p e r  p h a s e ,  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  u n i t e  

a r b i t r a r i l y  s e t  a t  f i v e  p e r s o n s  p e r  h o u s e ,  g e n e r a t e  a maximum p o p u l a t i o n  

r a n g e  under  100 p e o p l e  a t  any one t im e  ( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 a : 3 9 9 - 4 0 1 ) .
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  s i t e  does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be a d e n s e l y  " n u c l e a t e d "  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  u s u a l  s e n s e  of  t h e  t e rm .  A l th o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  f e a t u r e s  and m idden ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y  l a r g e  e x p a n s e s  

w i t h i n  t h e  community a r e  d e v o id  o f  b o t h .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t  

p o p u l a t i o n  was p r o b a b l y  n o t  l a r g e  enough t o  have  c o n s t r u c t e d  or  

m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  u n l e s s  a i d e d  by t h e  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d  

p o p u l a t i o n .  Ev idence  t h a t  t h e s e  f a r m s t e a d  r e s i d e n t s  r e g u l a r l y  

a g g r e g a t e d  a t  Lubbub C reek  i s  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p e d  i n  C h a p t e r  VI.

D i s p e r s e d  Smal l  S e t t l e m e n t s

T ibbee  Creek  (22Lo600)

The T ib b e e  C reek  s i t e  i s  an e x t e n s i v e  midden  d e p o s i t  s i t u a t e d  on 

T ibbee  Creek  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  f l o o d p l a i n  i n  Lowndes 

County ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  (O 'H ea r  e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 ) .  The s i t e  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  

1976 d u r i n g  c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  Columbus 

Lock and Dam complex on t h e  T en nessee -T om bigbee  Waterway .  A r t i f a c t s ,  

m u s s e l  s h e l l  and d a r k  midden s o i l  e x t e n d  a lo n g  a low a l l u v i a l  t e r r a c e  

about  300 m i n  l e n g t h  and c o v e r  a 2 ha a r e a .

TVo k i l o m e t e r s  n o r t h  of  t h e  s i t e  t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  c u t s  a l a r g e  

meander loop  t h a t  c r e a t e s  a b ro a d  f l o o d p l a i n  d o t t e d  w i t h  s l o u g h s ,  swamp 

and o l d  n a t u r a l  l e v e e s .  The s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where  t h e  

s m a l l e r  f l o o d p l a i n  of  T ib b e e  C reek  m e e t s  t h e  Tombigbee m e a n d e r - b e l t  

z o n e .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  s i t e ,  T ibbee  Creek  c r e a t e s  s h o a l s  w i t h  

abundan t  f r e s h w a t e r  m u s s e l  b e d s .  Im m e d ia t e ly  t o  t h e  w es t  i s  t h e  B la c k  

P r a i r i e .  Thus ,  w i t h i n  a 2 km r a d i u s  of  t h e  s i t e ,  a d i v e r s i t y  o f  r i c h  

h a b i t a t s  can be fo u n d  ( F i g u r e  6 ) .
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F i g u r e  6 .  E nv i ronm en ta l  S e t t i n g  of  T ibbee  Creek  and K e l logg  (Adapted  from O'Hear e t  a l .  1981) ,
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F i g u r e  7 .  Tibbee  C reek :  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  F e a t u r e s  (Adapted  
f r o m  0  Hear e t  a l . 1981) .  D o t t e d  l i n e s  e n c l o s e  u n e x c a v a te d  
o r  d e s t r o y e d  a r e a s .
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A s e r i e s  o f  10 1 x 1 in t e s t  u n i t s  r e v e a l e d  two m a jo r  c u l t u r a l  

s t r a t a  t h a t  v a r i e d  i n  d e p t h  f ro m  30 to  70 cm d e e p .  The t h i c k e r  d e p o s i t  

was a b l a c k  o r g a n i c  l a y e r  o f  m u s s e l  s h e l l ,  an im al  bone ,  and L a t e  

Woodland and M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o t t e r y .  B enea th  t h i s  midden  was a t h i n  

s t r a t u n  w i t h  e a r l i e r  com ponen ts .  These  e a r l i e r  o c c u p a t i o n s  w ere  

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  l o c a t i o n s  of s h o r t - t e r m ,  sm al l  g roup  encampments from 

ab o u t  1000 B.C. th r o u g h  th e  M idd le  Woodland p e r i o d .  The most  i n t e n s i v e  

o c c u p a t i o n  and  much of t h e  midden  d a t e s  t o  t h e  M i l l e r  111 p h a s e  when t h e  

s i t e  was a l a r g e  b a s e  camp. The f i n a l  p r e h i s t o r i c  component  v a s  a sm al l  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f a r m s t e a d  ( F i g u r e  7 ) .

Due t o  t im e  and f u n d i n g  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  on ly  a s m a l l  p a r t  of  t h e  s i t e ,  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  70 m x 40 m, was m e c h a n i c a l l y  s t r i p p e d  t o  e xpose  f e a t u r e s  

i n t r u d i n g  i n t o  t h e  s t e r i l e  s u b s o i l .  The m a jo r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f e a t u r e ,  

S t r u c t u r e  1,  was  a l a r g e ,  two room w a l l  t r e n c h  b u i l d i n g .  One room was 

c o m p l e t e l y  e n c l o s e d .  The o t h e r  "room" a p p e a r e d  t o  be a p o r c h - l i k e  

e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  f i r s t  compartment w i t h  one open s i d e ,  a l t h o u g h  a l i n e  

of  s i n g l e  p o s tm o ld s  2 m d i r e c t l y  in  f r o n t  of  t h i s  open  s i d e  may have
9

s e r v e d  a s  a s c r e e n .  The two rooms e n c l o s e d  an a r e a  o f  72 m , u n u s u a l l y  

l a r g e  f o r  a M i s s i s s i p p i a n  d o m e s t i c  d w e l l i n g  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .  However, 

t h e  l a c k  of  d e f i n i t e  f l o o r  l e v e l s  and th e  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  o f  w a l l  

r e b u i l d i n g  make i t  u n c l e a r  w h e th e r  t h e  two rooms w ere  con tem poraneous  

(O 'Hear  e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 : 2 4 3 ) .

S t r u c t u r e  2 ,  a c i r c u l a r  poa tm old  p a t t e r n  5 m i n  d i a m e t e r ,  was 

u n co v e re d  a d j a c e n t  t o  S t r u c t u r e  1.  While t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  p ro d u c e d  a 

r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e  of  A.D. 965 +, 55 ,  one pos tm old  c o n t a i n e d  a 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s h e r d .  N o t ing  th e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  r a d i o c a r b o n  a s s a y s  

from the  s i t e ,  t h e  e x c a v a t o r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  two s t r u c t u r e s  b e l o n g  to
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t h e  same M i s s i s a i p p i a n  component  (O 'H ear  e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 : 2 4 5 ) .  To t h e  sou th  

and v e a t  o f  S t r u c t u r e  1 ,  13 p i t  f e a t u r e s  w e re  e x c a v a t e d .  Host  were  

round  o r  b a s i n - s h a p e d  h o l e s  dug f o r  s m a l l - v o l u s e  s t o r a g e  b u t  one p i t  

w i t h  f i r e d  w a l l s  s e r v e d  an a d d i t i o n a l ,  bu t  unknown, f u n c t i o n .  Three  

"Bmudge p i t s "  w e re  a l s o  fo u n d .

E leven  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  b u r i a l s  were  u n c o v e r e d .  A s m a l l  c e m e te ry  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a few m e t e r s  e a s t  o f  S t r u c t u r e  1.  In  i t  w ere  f i v e  b u r i a l  

p i t a  w h ich  c o n t a i n e d  two a d u l t  m a le s  and f o u r  s u b a d u l t s .  An a d d i t i o n a l  

g r a v e  h e l d  a young man w i t h  an a n t l e r  t i n e  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  lo d g e d  i n  

t h e  l e f t  s h o u l d e r .  T h i s  g r a v e  was  d e e p e r  and l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s  and 

c r o s s c u t  t h e  two row s .  A f t e r  i n t e r m e n t ,  t h e  g r a v e  had been  r e o p e n e d  and 

s e v e r a l  lo ng  bones  removed.  On t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of t h e  house  were  

p l a c e d  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u r i a l s  o f  i n f a n t s  or  c h i l d r e n  under  t h e  age  of  

two,  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  cem e te ry  g r o u p .  Oddly ,  no b u r i a l B  of  a d u l t  

f e m a le s  w e re  fo u n d  a t  t h e  B i t e .

Both f l o r a l  and f a u n a l  r e m a in s  w e re  r e c o v e r e d  by w a t e r - s c r e e n i n g  

t h r o u g h  f i n e  mesh ,  but  poor  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and s m a l l  sample s i z e  l i m i t s  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Bone,  s h e l l ,  and l i t h i c  a r t i f a c t s  w e re  r e c o v e r e d  from 

f e a t u r e  c o n t e x t s .  The p r e s e n c e  of e a r l y  c e ra m ic  a t t r i b u t e s  such  a s  

s t r a p  h a n d l e s  w i t h  one o r  two nodes  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of  t h e  h a n d l e  and t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  l a t e r  t y p e s  p i e c e s  th e  component i n  t h e  S um m e rv i l l e  I  (T ibbee  

C r e e k )  p h a s e .

To summarize ,  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  component a t  T ibbee  C reek  a p p e a r s  

t o  r e p r e s e n t  a s i n g l e  f a r m s t e a d  w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  f e a t u r e s .  A l th o u g h  

o t h e r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f e a t u r e s  may have  e s c a p e d  d e t e c t i o n  due t o  t h e  

l i m i t e d  e x c a v a t e d  e x p o s u r e ,  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  component seems t o  have
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been  q u i t e  s m e l l ,  i f  t h e  minor  amounts o f  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s h e r d s  r e c o v e r e d  

in  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  can s e r v e  a s  a g u id e  (O 'H ear  e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 :1 7 ) .

K e l l o g g  (22C11527)

T h i s  m u l t i c o m p o n e n t  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  a b o u t  1 .5  km n o r t h  of  t h e  

T ib b e e  Creek s i t e ,  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  w e s t  bank of  t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  i n  

Clay  C ounty ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  ( F i g u r e  6 ) .  K e l l o g g  s h a r e s  t h e  Bame g e n e r a l  

e n v i ro n m e n t a l  s e t t i n g  a s  T ib b e e  C re e k ,  w i t h  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  d i v e r s e  

u p l a n d ,  b o t t o m la n d  and  p r a i r i e  h a b i t a t s .  Like T ib b e e  C reek ,  t h e  s i t e  i s  

s u b j e c t  t o  p e r i o d i c  f l o o d i n g .  S i t u a t e d  on a s l i g h t  r i s e ,  K e l l o g g  c o v e r s  

a 80 m x 60 m a r e a .  I t  was f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  d u r i n g  an i n i t i a l  su rv ey  of 

t h e  Tennessee -T om bigbee  Waterway (R ucker  1 974 ) .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  

Blakeman (197 5) dug t h r e e  2 m x 2 m u n i t s  and fo u n d  a d eep  d e p o s i t  of 

A r c h a i c  t h r o u g h  H i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  a r t i f a c t s .  A M i s s i s s i p p i  p e r i o d  

p os tm o ld  was r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e d  t o  A.D. 1195 +. 76 b u t  no s t r u c t u r e  

p a t t e r n  was u n c o v e r e d .

Major i n v e s t i g a t i o n  began  i n  1978 u s i n g  two e x c a v a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s .  

Two e x c a v a t i o n  b l o c k s  (4 m x 4 m and 4 m x 2 m) w ere  g r i d d e d  i n t o  1 m 

u n i t s .  M a t e r i a l s  w e re  r e c o v e r e d  by w a t e r  s c r e e n i n g  f i l l  and hand 

r e c o v e r y .  A d e n s e  midden of  m u s s e l  s h e l l ,  l i t h i c  d e b r i s ,  a n im a l  bone 

and s h e r d s  e x t e n d e d  t o  20 cm below s u r f a c e ,  formed e n t i r e l y  d u r i n g  t h e  

Woodland and M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o c c u p a t i o n s .  B enea th  t h i s  l a y e r  was a 25 cm 

t o  100 cm d eep  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of  A r c h a ic  p e r i o d  a r t i f a c t s .  An a r e a  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  500 n r  was m e c h a n i c a l l y  s t r i p p e d  of  th e  u p p e r  midden  l a y e r  

t o  h o r i z o n t a l l y  expose  f e a t u r e s  ( F i g u r e  8 ) .

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f e a t u r e s  w ere  a b u n d a n t .  Pos tm old  p a t t e r n s  of  t h r e e  

d i s t i n c t  s t r u c t u r e s  were  r e v e a l e d .  S t r u c t u r e  1 was a t i g h t  c i r c l e  of
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e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 ) .
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s i n g l e - s e t  p o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c e r a m i c s .  Only 2 .8  m in  

d i a m e t e r ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  v e r y  sm al l  f o r  a d w e l l i n g  b u t  a s m a l l ,  

a s s o c i a t e d  f i r e  b a s i n  s u g g e s t s  such  a f u n c t i o n .  The p o s t  h o l e s  a v e r a g e  

30 cm i n  d i a m e t e r ,  w h ich  i s  q u i t e  l a r g e .  S t r u c t u r e  2 ,  a c i r c u l a r  p o s t  

p a t t e r n  5 .5  m i n  d i a m e t e r ,  waB l o c a t e d  7 m n o r t h  of  S t r u c t u r e  1 .  Two 

sm al l  p i t s  and t h r e e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  a d u l t  b u r i a l s  a p p e a r  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  h o u s e .  Seven m e t e r s  e a s t  of  S t r u c t u r e  1 was an  o v a l  s i n g l e - s e t  

p o s t  b u i l d i n g  2 .2 5  m in  d i a m e t e r ,  S t r u c t u r e  3 .  T h i s  s m a l l  s t r u c t u r e  was 

open  a l o n g  one edge ,  t h e  p o s t s  h a v i n g  b een  o b l i t e r a t e d  by t h e  g r a d e r  

o p e r a t i o n  o r ,  p o s s i b l y ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was o p e n - e n d e d .  P o s tm o ld s  w ere  

n o t  e x c a v a t e d ,  making c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  u n c e r t a i n ,  bu t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

b u r i a l s  and p i t s  c l u s t e r e d  c l o s e l y  a round  i t .

T h i r t y - t w o  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p i t  f e a t u r e s  w e re  d i s t r i b u t e d  a ro u n d  t h e  

t h r e e  s t r u c t u r e s .  Nine f e a t u r e s  were  sm a l l  "smudge" p i t s  consnonly 

e n c o u n t e r e d  a t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s .  However, most  were  s m a l l  round  p i t s  

t h a t  p re su m ab ly  f u n c t i o n e d  i n  some s t o r a g e  o r  fo o d  p r o c e s s i n g  c a p a c i t y .

A c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  f l o r a l  and f a u n a l  r e m a in s  w e re  

s c r e e n e d ,  f l o a t e d  o r  r e t r i e v e d  by hand from t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  and  p r o v i d e  

d a t a  on s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  and s i t e  s e a s o n a l i t y .  Abundant  bone ,  

l i t h i c ,  and c e ra m ic  a r t i f a c t s  were  r e c o v e r e d  f rom f e a t u r e  c o n t e x t s .  Two 

r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s ,  A.D. 1185 +. 90 and A.D. 1195 1. 76 ,  complement t h e  

r e l a t i v e  c e ra m ic  c h ro n o lo g y  and p l a c e  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  component i n  t h e  

S um m e rv i l l e  I  ( T ib b e e  C r e e k )  p h a s e .

T h i r t y - t h r e e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  b u r i a l s  w e re  found  a t  K e l l o g g .  Graves  

w ere  dug s i d e  by s i d e  i n  rows t o  fo rm  f o u r  d i s t i n c t  c l u s t e r s .  These 

w ere  p r im ary  i n t e r m e n t s  w i t h  most i n d i v i d u a l s  e x t e n d e d  i n  s u p in e  

p o s i t i o n  and t h e  head  c o n s i s t e n t l y  o r i e n t e d  between due e a s t  and e a s t -

8 0



n o r t h e a s t .  Males  and  f e m a l e s  from i n f a n c y  t o  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  age w ere  

p r e s e n t .  Examples o f  b o th  t r a t a n a t i c  i n j u r i e s  and  i n f e c t i o n s  or  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p a t h o l o g i e s  were  few and t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was h e a l t h y  

( G i l b e r t  1 9 8 0 : 3 0 ) .  P o t t e r y  v e s s e l s ,  s h e l l  b ead s  and g o r g e t s ,  g r e e n s t o n e  

c e l t s  and  o t h e r  i t e m s  w ere  i n c l u d e d  a s  g r a v e  g o o d s .

In  sum, t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  component  a t  t h e  K e l l o g g  s i t e  a p p e a r s  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  a f a r m s t e a d  o r  h a m l e t .  Whi le t h e  s i t e  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a 

" v i l l a g e "  i n  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  r e p o r t ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f e a t u r e s  

i n d i c a t e s  a v e r y  s m a l l  s o c i a l  g r o u p .  The b u r i a l s ,  p i t  f e a t u r e s  and 

pos tm old  p a t t e r n s  c o u ld  have e a s i l y  been  p roduced  by one o r  two f a m i l i e s  

l i v i n g  a t  t h e  s i t e  somet ime d u r i n g  t h e  two h u n d re d  y e a r  phase  i n t e r v a l .

Yarborough  (22C1814)

The Yarborough s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  l e f t  bank  o f  T ib b e e  C reek  i n  

Clay  County ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  I t  i s  s i t u a t e d  on a n a t u r a l  l e v e e  a b o u t  4 km 

up s t r eam  from t h e  T i b b e e  C reek  s i t e .  W i th in  w a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e  of  

Yarborough ,  u p l a n d s ,  t e r r a c e s ,  v a l l e y  s l o p e s ,  p r a i r i e  and b o t t o m l a n d s  

promote d i v e r s e  p l a n t  and a n im a l  com m uni t ie s  ( G y l l e n h a l - D a v i s  1 9 6 2 ) .  

C u l t u r a l  d e b r i s  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  on two s m a l l  k n o l l s  on  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a r t  

o f  t h e  l e v e e .  P e r i o d i c  i n u n d a t i o n  had s c o u r e d  a low a r e a  be tw een  t h e s e  

two p o i n t s  and a r t i f a c t  d e p o s i t s  had been  s u b j e c t  t o  e r o s i o n  and 

a l l u v i a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  o n ly  a few c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  

r em a ined  i n t a c t .  A l though  a r t i f a c t s  f rom a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  E a r l y  A r c h a i c  

p e r i o d  w ere  d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h e r e  w ere  two m a jo r  o c c u p a t i o n  e p i s o d e s .  A few 

p i t  f e a t u r e s  and a l a r g e  sample  of  A le x a n d e r  c e r a m i c s  i n d i c a t e d  a sm a l l  

L a t e  G u l f  F o r m a t i o n a l  p e r i o d  encampment ( c a .  600 t o  100 B . C . )  and t h e
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r e m a in s  o f  a  L a t e  M i s a i B s i p p i a n / P r o t o h i s t o r i c  f a r m s t e a d  w ere  found  

( F i g u r e  9 ) .

E x c a v a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  p r o f i l i n g  t h e  s i t e  a l o n g  t h e  

e ro d e d  s t r e a m  bank f o r  60 m, a s e r i e s  o f  2 m x 2 m u n i t s ,  rem ova l  of 

r e c e n t  a l l u v i u m  o v e r  an 8 m x 7 m a r e a  t o  ex p o se  a b u rn e d  w a t t l e  and 

daub s t r u c t u r e ,  and v e r t i c a l  s a m p l in g  o f  a 50 cm deep  r e f u s e  dimp 

d i r e c t l y  s o u th  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The b u rn e d  L a t e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

s t r u c t u r e  was  a l a r g e  i r r e g u l a r  mass  of  daub .  One h a l f  of t h i s  

s t r u c t u r e  had been d e s t r o y e d  by heavy m a ch in e ry  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  s i t e  was 

c l e a r e d .  No i n t a c t  f l o o r  s u r f a c e  was d e t e c t e d  and t h e r e  was ample 

e v i d e n c e  of  f l u v i a l  d i s t u r b a n c e .  A s c a t t e r  of  s i n g l e - s e t  po s tm o ld s  was 

p r e s e n t  bu t  t h e  shape  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o u ld  no t  be d e t e r m i n e d .

The r e f u s e  dump was more i n f o r m a t i v e .  A s m a l l  g u l l y  o r  d e p r e s s i o n  

had been used  a s  a d i s p o s a l  a r e a  by t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o c c u p a n t s .  

S ubsequen t  s lum ping  and a l l u v i a t i o n  had p r o t e c t e d  t h e  dump from major  

e r o s i o n .  L a r g e ,  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  sam p les  of  c e r a m i c s ,  f l o r a l  and f a u n a l  

r e m a in s  and o t h e r  a r t i f a c t s  w ere  r e c o v e r e d  by t h e  w a t e r s c r e e n i n g  t h r o u g h  

f i n e  mesh .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  was the  b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  d e p o s i t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  a t  

t h e  s i t e  and y i e l d e d  a b u n d a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a bou t  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

s u b s i s t e n c e  economy ( S c o t t  1 9 8 2 ) .

The g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  c e r a m ic  a s s e m b la g e  conforms  t o  t h e  

S u m n e r v i l l e  IV ( S o r r e l l s )  phase  (A.D. 1 4 5 0 / 1 5 0 0 - c a . 1 600 ) ,  and  t h e  t h r e e  

r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  from th e  dump a v e r a g e  A.D. 1480 .  However, some 

S u m m e rv i l l e  I  c e r a m i c s  w ere  a l s o  r e c o v e r e d  from the  dump, i n d i c a t i n g  a 

mixed d e p o s i t .  Yarborough  r e p r e s e n t s  a s m a l l  h a b i t a t i o n  s i t e  t h a t  wa6 

o c c u p i e d ,  p e r h a p s  more th a n  o n c e ,  a s  a s i n g l e  h o u s e h o l d  f a r m s t e a d .
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F i g u r e  9 .  Y arbo rough :  M i a s i s s i p p i a n  F e a t u r e s  (A dapted  
from S o l i s  and W a l l in g  1 9 8 2 ) .  S o l i d  b l a c k  f e a t u r e s  a r e  
pos tm o lds  and w a l l  t r e n c h e s ; d o t t e d  l i n e  i n d i c a t e s  
d e s t r o y e d  p o r t i o n  o f  s t r u c t u r e .
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! C r 2

S i t e  lGr2 i s  s i t u a t e d  on an o l d  a l l u v i a l  t e r r a c e  170 f e e t  from t h e  

e a s t  bank of  t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  i n  Greene  County ,  Alabama.  An o ld  

r i v e r  meander  e n c l o s e s  t h e  s i t e  on t h r e e  s i d e s  t o  i s o l a t e  an e x t e n s i o n  

of u p l a n d  f o r e s t  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n .  A d a r k  midden 61 m i n
A

d i a m e t e r  (3600 m ) d e f i n e d  t h e  l i m i t s  of  t h e  s i t e .  A p e r e n n i a l  s p r i n g  

f lo w s  from th e  b a s e  of  t h e  t e r r a c e ,  w h ic h  iB t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o f  l and  

f o r  t h r e e  m i l e s  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r .  S i t e  lGr2 i s  about  

10 m i l e s  (16 km) s o u th  of t h e  Lubbub Creek s i t e  b u t  by r i v e r  t h e  

d i s t a n c e  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  21 m i l e s  (3 3 .8  km).

S i t e  lGr2 i s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  C r a i g ' s  Landing  s i t e  r e c o r d e d  by 

C l a r e n c e  B. Moore ( 1 9 0 1 ) .  The s i t e  was t e s t e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  

Alabama i n  1972 and 1974 .  Major e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  1976 were  c o n d u c t e d  in  

two s t a g e s .  Ten 10 f t  x 10 f t  ( 3 . 0 5  m x 3 .05  m) e x c a v a t i o n  u n i t s  w ere  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  sample  the  deep  d e p o s i t s .  S ix  w e l l - d e f i n e d  c u l t u r a l  

s t r a t a  d e m a rc a te d  t e n  com ponents ,  and t h e  s i t e  s t r a t i g r a p h y  p l a y e d  an 

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

s eq u en ce  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  v a l l e y  ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 ) .  The 

t h i c k e s t  l a y e r  of  midden and s h e l l  a c c u m u la t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  L a t e  Woodland 

and M i s s i s s i p p i  p e r i o d s .  T h i s  l a y e r  w s b  m e c h a n i c a l l y  removed o v e r  t h e  

e n t i r e  s i t e .

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f e a t u r e s  w ere  c o n c e n t r a t e d  w i t h i n  a 36 m x 36 m a r e s  

i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  q u a r t e r  of  the  s i t e  ( F i g u r e  1 0 ) .  A sm al l  c em ete ry  

c o n t a i n e d  28 b u r i a l s ,  a l t h o u g h  on ly  24 of  t h e s e  can be a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e .  R ana ins  of  m a le s  and f e m a le s  

from in f a n c y  to  50 y e a r s  of  age were  ex p o s ed .  Most w ere  s i n g l e ,  p r im ary
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F i g u r e  10 .  lG r2 :  M i a a i s s i p p i a n  F e a t u r e s  (A dap ted  from 
J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 ) .  D o t t e d  l i n e s  d e m a r c a t e  u n e x c a v a t e d  a r e a s .
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i n t e r m e n t s  b u t  t h r e e  g r a v e s  w i t h  m u l t i p l e ,  s e c o n d a ry  b u r i a l s  were  

p r e s e n t .  S e v e r a l  i n t e r m e n t s  r e p r e s e n t  o n ly  f r a g m e n t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 

o v e r a l l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  was  p o o r .  An o v a l  p a t t e r n  of  p o s t m o l d s  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 m a c r o s s  s u r r o u n d e d  a s i n g l e  b u r i a l ,  B u r i a l  17.  B u r i a l  

17 was an i n d i v i d u a l  whose s k u l l  and s p e c i f i c  long  b o n e s  w e r e  r e t r i e v e d  

a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n t e r m e n t  and so p e rh a p s  t h e  p o s tm o l d s  f o r m e d  a s c r e e n  

o r  m o r t u a r y  f a c i l i t y  ( J e n k i n s  and E nsor  1 9 8 1 : 4 0 ) .

Numerous o t h e r  p o s t m o l d s ,  some o f  which a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  

a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  component ,  were  n o t e d  b u t  not  

e x c a v a t e d .  No o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  p a t t e r n s  c o u l d  be d e f i n e d .  Ten "smudge" 

p i t s  and t h r e e  b a s i n - s h a p e d  p i t  f e a t u r e s  w e re  a l s o  e x c a v a t e d .  However,  

t h e  m a jo r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f e a t u r e  was a mass o f  midden d e p o s i t e d  a d j a c e n t  

t o  th e  c a n e t e r y  a r e a .  T h i s  midden  was sampled by t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r a t e g y  

of  10 f t  x 10 f t  u n i t s  and p ro d u c e d  mos t  o f  t h e  a r t i f a c t s ,  f l o r a l  and 

f a u n a l  r e m a in s  from t h i s  component .

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p r e s e n c e  a t  lGr2  c o n s i s t s  o f  a midden 

d e p o s i t ,  a c e m e te ry ,  one s t r u c t u r e  and e v i d e n c e  of  o t h e r s .  The r e l a t i v e  

ce r a m ic  c h ro n o lo g y  p l a c e s  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  S u m m e r v i l l e  I I / I I 1  

phase  (A.D. 1 2 0 0 - 1 4 5 0 ) .  S in c e  t h e  f e a t u r e s  c l u s t e r  i n t o  a  smal l  a r e a ,  

i t  seems p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  g roup  was c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  few in  

number.  Yet t h e  midden d e p o s i t  and a c c u m u la te d  g r a v e s  s u g g e s t  the  s i t e  

was  o c c u p i e d  a t  l e a s t  f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s .  The s i t e  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a 

f a r m s t e a d  of  one or  two f a m i l i e s .
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CHAPTER IV 

DEFENSE, STORAGE, AND CHIEFS

A r c h a e o l o g i s t s  have  l o n g  been c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  

n a t u r e  and deve lopm en t  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  in  k i n - b a s e d  s o c i e t i e s .  In  

E a s t e r n  N or th  A m er ica ,  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  has  f o c u s e d  on l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  b e c a u s e  th e y  a p p e a r  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

t r a n s i t i o n  from a c e p h a l o u s  t r i b a l  u n i t s  t o  more h i e r a r c h i c a l  p o l i t i e s  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be c h ie fdom s  o r  r a n k e d  s o c i e t i e s .  W idesp read  

i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  m a ize  h o r t i c u l t u r e  accompanied  t h i s  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

e m ergence ,  and t h e  two p r o c e s s e s  a r e  t h o u g h t  t o  be l i n k e d .  These two 

c r i t e r i a ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i v e  c e r a m ic  t r a d i t i o n s  and a 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i c o n o g r a p h y ,  c o n s t i t u t e  what  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  

" M i s s i s s i p p i a n "  (Smith  1978; G r i f f i n  1985; M u l le r  1 9 8 3 ) .

The L a t e  W o o d l a n d - M i s s i s s i p p i a n  t r a n s i t i o n  (A.D. 70 0 -1 1 0 0 )  was a 

t i m e  of  c u l t u r a l  i n n o v a t i o n ,  p o p u l a t i o n  g ro w th ,  and expanded  c ro p  

p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  c o m p le x i t y  

on a s c a l e  g r e a t e r  th a n  had e x i s t e d  i n  p r e v i o u s  E a s t e r n  Woodlands 

s o c i e t i e s .  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h i s  change  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  of 

e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t s  (K e l ly  e t  a l .  1984;  Smith  1986;  S t e p o n a i t i s  

1 986 ) .  The e x p l a n a t o r y  f rameworks  t h a t  have been  o f f e r e d  r e f l e c t  t h e
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f u l l  r a n g e  of  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  e n l i v e n  d i s c u s s i o n s  of  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  

ch ie fdom s  ( E a r l e  1 9 8 9 ) .

T h e o r i e s  of  ch ie fdom  deve lopm ent  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Woodlands a r e  

g e n e r a l l y  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l i s t  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  w hich  i s  

t h e  i d e a  t h a t  fo rm a l  mechanisms f o r  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  above  th e  h o u s e h o ld  

l e v e l  a p p e a r e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  s t r e s s e s  p l a c e d  upon th e  s o c i a l  g ro u p .  

L e a d e r s  a r e  c o n c e iv e d  o f  as  "m anage rs"  t h a t  p r o c e s s  and c h a n n e l  t h e  

i n c r e a s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  lo a d  c r e a t e d  by t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  e conom ic ,  o r  

dem ograph ic  change  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1 9 7 7 ) .  The p r e d o m i n a t e  form t h i s  

e x p l a n a t i o n  has  ta k en  can be r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  argument  t h a t  s t r e s s  i s  

caused  by p o p u l a t i o n - r e s o u r c e  im b a la n c e s  (Ford  1 9 7 4 ) .

Whi le t h e r e  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  on th iB  theme,  t h e  b a s i c  s t r e s s  model  

p o r t r a y s  a g r a d u a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  r e d u c t i o n  of  

r e s o u r c e  t e r r i t o r i e s  and r e s t r i c t e d  m o b i l i t y  due t o  i n t e r g r o u p  com pe t ion  

f o r  f ood  s o u r c e s .  T h i s ,  i n  t u r n ,  i s  s a i d  t o  r e s u l t  i n  n u t r i t i o n a l  

s t r e s s .  The r e s p o n s e  was t o  d i v e r s i f y  t h e  r e s o u r c e  b a s e ,  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  

" second  l i n e "  f a u n a  and u l t i m a t e l y ,  by t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d ,  t o  

expand c u l t i v a t i o n .  I n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  of  n a t i v e  s t a r c h y  seeds  by 

M idw es te rn  L a t e  Woodland and Emergent  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  may have 

been  a " p r e a d a p t a t i o n "  f o r  t h e  r a p i d  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of m a iz e  a f t e r  A.D. 

1000 (Smith 1 9 8 6 ) .

Yet t h e  i n a d e q u a c i e s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  g rowth  a s  a p r im a ry  cauBal f o r c e  

f o r  c u l t u r a l  change has  been  w i d e l y  acknowle dged  (C o w g i l l  1 9 7 5 ) .  The 

c o u n t e r a r g u m e n t  f o l l o w s  from t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  g row th  i s  

n o t  an a u t o m a t i c  v a r i a b l e  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  c u l t u r a l  p e r c e p t i o n s .  S ince  

humans can and h ave  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  

document t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  under  w hich  f a m i l i e s  would f i n d  i t  t o  t h e i r
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a d v a n t a g e  t o  p ro d u c e  more c h i l d r e n .  I n  E a s t e r n  Woodlands r e s e a r c h ,  

g r a d u a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g row th  i s  u s u a l l y  m e re ly  a s s e r t e d ,  l e a v i n g  q u e s t i o n s  

o f  c a u s e  o r  co n s e q u e n c e  ambiguous .

D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of  dem ographic  o r  

e n v i ro n m e n t a l  s t r e s s  f a c t o r s  a s  t h e  p r im a r y  cau se  o f  c u l t u r a l  change has  

l e d  t o  a g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  among E a s t e r n  Woodlands a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  i n  how 

i n t e r n a l  s o c i a l  demands may s t i m u l a t e  s t a t u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  and r e s o u r c e  

i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  (Nassany 1987;  S c a r r y  1966 ,  1 9 8 8 ) .  In  one i n f l u e n t i a l  

" s o c i a l " model  (Bender  1979; 1 9 8 5 ) ,  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  or  p r o d u c t i o n  of  

food  s o u r c e s  n eed  n o t  be a dem ographic  o r  e c o l o g i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e .

I n s t e a d ,  dynamic s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  may a c t  a s  an in d e p e n d e n t  c a u s a l  

mechanism. The g e n e r a t i o n  of  a fo o d  s u r p l u s  becomes a s o c i a l  s t r a t e g y  

t o  e x t e n d  a l l i a n c e s ,  r e i n f o r c e  o b l i g a t i o n s  and promote p r e s t i g e  ( a l s o  

s e e  Hayden 1 9 9 0 ) .

R e c e n t l y ,  i t  h a s  been s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  among k i n  g ro u p s  

may have  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  c rop  p r o d u c t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  a s u r p l u s  t o  f u e l  

t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  promote  p r e s t i g e .  I n h e r e n t  l i m i t a t i o n s  on 

th e  a b i l i t y  t o  amass s u r p l u s  w i l d  fo o d s  may have c o n s t r a i n e d  such 

a c t i v i t i e s  u n t i l  c ro p  p r o d u c t i o n  f o s t e r e d  new p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  P r i o r  

c o n s t r a i n t s  w ere  removed and s o c i a l  h i e r a c h i e s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  s c a l e  

( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 6 ) .  Kin g roups  t h a t  g e n e r a t e d  more food h e l d  t h e  

a d v a n t a g e  i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  a r e n a  o f  f e a s t s  and g i f t - g i v i n g  t h a t  s e r v e  

to  b i n d  t o g e t h e r  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  s m a l l - s c a l e  s o c i e t i e s .

The r a p i d  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  m a iz e  a f t e r  A.D. 1000 h a s  u s u a l l y  been 

e x p l a i n e d  i n  t e rm s  o f  i t s  c a p a c i t y  t o  s u s t a i n  g r e a t e r  y i e l d s  t h a n  n a t i v e  

s t a r c h y  seed c ro p s  (Smith  1 989 ) .  However,  S c a r r y  (19 8 8 )  p ro p o s e s  an
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i d e o l o g i c a l  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of  m a iz e .  She o b s e r v e s  

t h a t ,  p r i o r  t o  A.D. 800 ,  m a iz e  i s  r e c o v e r e d  i n  o n ly  m i n o r  q u a n t i t i e s  and 

somet imes  o c c u r s  i n  c o n t e x t s  t h a t  may imply a c e r e m o n ia l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

Maize may have been  p romoted  a s  a " fo o d  of t h e  go d s "  and i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  

and d i s b u r s e m e n t  m a n i p u l a t e d  a s  a symbol o f  s a n c t i f i e d  a u t h o r i t y  ( S c a r r y  

1 9 8 8 ) .  To s p e c u l a t e  f u r t h e r ,  m a iz e  may have been  l i n k e d  t o  an e n t i r e  

complex o f  new symbols  and b e l i e f s ,  a c c e s s  t o  v h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  a s o u rc e  

of  pover  and p r e s t i g e  ( c f .  Helms 1 9 7 9 ) .  New i c o n o g r a p h i c  themes  t h a t  

accompany t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  emergence  may r e v e a l  such a c o n n e c t i o n  

( P r e n t i c e  1 986 ) .

Put  i n  s i m p l e s t  t e r m s ,  m a ize  p r o d u c t i o n  may have been  i n t e n s i f i e d  

due t o  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  as  an e x c h a n g e a b l e ,  s t o r a b l e  commodity,  w i t h  or  

w i t h o u t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  a t t r a c t i o n  of  s u p e r n a t u r a l  s a n c t i t y .  The 

expanded  m a ize  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  marks  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  emergence  p e r h a p s  

began  as  a h o u s e h o ld  o r  k i n  group " s p e c i a l i z a t i o n "  w i t h i n  a l o c a l e ,  

no t  so much due t o  a p r e s s i n g  need  t o  s u r v i v e  dem ogra phic  s t r e s s  bu t  f o r  

t h e  s o c i a l  a d v a n t a g e s  i t  c o n f e r r e d .  Corn a s  commodity may have  been an 

a t t r a c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  d u r a b l e  g o o d s .  As demand 

i n c r e a s e d ,  and a s  more h o u s e h o ld s  g e n e r a t e d  s u r p l u s  m a i z e ,  a s p e c t s  of  

p r o d u c t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  may have s h i f t e d  from e n t r e p r e n e u r  t o  c o r p o r a t e  

o r  f o rm a l  l e a d e r s h i p  on a communal s c a l e .

The " s o c i a l "  h y p o t h e s e s  d i r e c t  our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  e c o n o m ic ,  s o c i a l  

and i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s  t h ro u g h  which s o c i a l  r a n k  o r  a u t h o r i t y  might  

be formed and l e g i t i m i z e d .  I t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a f o rm a l  o f f i c e  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  such  as " c h i e f "  b e c a u se  

t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of such  p o s i t i o n s  seems t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

s h i f t s  t h a t  promote s o c i a l  r a n k i n g .  Both an i n c r e a s e d  d e g r e e  of s o c i a l



r a n k i n g  and  p o s i t i o n s  of  c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y  have been i d e n t i f i e d  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  w i th  t h e  H i s a i s a i p p i a n  em ergence .

I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  I w ish  t o  exam ine t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  a n e r g e n c e  

of fo rm a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  hubbub Creek  soon 

a f t e r  A.D. 1000 and a t t e m p t  t o  c o n n e c t  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  t o  b o t h  s a c r e d  and 

s e c u l a r  s p h e r e s  of  i n f l u e n c e .  F i r s t ,  m o r t u a r y  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t e d  

w hich  s u g g e s t s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a f o r m a l  o f f i c e  based  upon l e a d e r s h i p  i n  

w ar .  S e c o n d ly ,  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  o f  ma ize  

i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  and th e  need  t o  p r o t e c t  d i s p e r s e d  h o u s e h o l d s  and t h e i r  

h a r v e s t s  from a t t a c k  c r e a t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  w hich  s t o r a g e  and fo o d  

s h a r i n g  a t  a l o c a l  c e n t e r  was an a t t r a c t i v e  s o l u t i o n .  N ex t ,  I w i l l  

r ev ie w  g e n e r a l  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  and s p e c i f i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

e t h n o h i s t o r i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  a f u n c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tw een  f o rm a l  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s ,  g roup  r i t u a l ,  and t h e  management of 

p o o le d  food  s u r p l u s e s .  At Lubbub C reek ,  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  consum pt ion  

of  p o o le d  food  s u r p l u s e s  i n  a r i t u a l  fo rm a t  p r o v id e d  a s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  

f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  comnunity  l e a d e r s h i p  and s a n c t i f i e d  

a u t h o r i t y .  E t h n o h i s t o r i c  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  a p o s s i b l e  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween  s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  and M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

p l a t f o r m  mound c e r e m o n i a l i s m .  F i n a l l y ,  a s e r i e s  of  t e s t a b l e  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  ab o u t  t h e  k i n d s  of  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

m ig h t  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  mound a c t i v i t i e s .  These p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  

c r i t i c a l l y  e v a l u a t e d  in  C h a p t e r  V w i t h  mound e x c a v a t i o n  d a t a  f rom Lubbub 

C reek .

Ev idence  f o r  a  Formal  O f f i c e  o f  L e a d e r s h i p  a t  Lubbub Creek  

M or tuary  e v i d e n c e  of  a f o rm a l  o f f i c e  of  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  Lubbub Creek
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was u n co v e re d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Alabama e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  1977.  A s m a l l  

c l u s t e r  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  b u r i a l s  ( l P i 3 3 )  w ere  f o u n d ,  some of  w hich  

formed a a e r i e s  o f  s h o r t ,  p a r a l l e l  rows of  t h r e e  or  f o u r  g r a v e s  w i t h  

s i m i l a r  o r i e n t a t i o n s .  Sum m erv i l l e  I  and I I - I I I  phase  b u r i a l s  composed 

t h e  row s ,  which s u g g e s t s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  a  s m a l l  c e m e te ry  o v e r  a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  The e x c a v a t o r ,  Ned J e n k i n s ,  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  

t h e  l P i 3 3  ce m e te ry  p r o v i d e s  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a f o r m a l  o f f i c e  of  

l e a d e r s h i p  and  d e s c e n t  g roup  r a n k i n g  was p r e s e n t  by S u m m e rv i l l e  1 

( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 : 1 3 0 - 1 3 2 ) .

W i th in  t h e  c e m e te ry  c l u s t e r ,  a s i n g l e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I p h ase  g r a v e  

( B u r i a l  20)  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  p r im ary  i n t e r m e n t  of  two a d u l t  m a le s  i n  t h e i r  

m i d - t h i r t i e s .  The two i n d i v i d u a l s  w e re  p l a c e d  one a t o p  t h e  o t h e r  in  an 

e x t e n d e d  p o s i t i o n .  The upperm os t  m a le  had  a t r i a n g u l a r  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  

i n  t h e  r i g h t  c h e s t  a r e a ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a f a t a l  wound.  A s e t  of arms and 

l e g s  and a p a i r  o f  f e e t  were p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  These l imbs  

w ere  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  a manner t h a t  s u g g e s t e d  i n t e r m e n t  i n  t h e  f l e s h  ( H i l l  

19 8 1 :2 7 8 )  and w ere  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  war t r o p h i e s .  A lso  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i th  t h e  b u r i a l  was a coppe r  p l a t e  a n b o s s e d  w i t h  a f a l c o n  symbol and a 

dozen copper  a r r o w - s h a p e d  o rn a m e n t s .

J e n k i n s  ( 1 9 8 2 :1 3 0 - 1 3 2 )  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  copper  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  

s i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C erem onia l  Complex p a r a p h e r n a l i a  t h a t  have  

been  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  symbol badges  (L a r s o n  1959)  and a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e s e  

symbols  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  an  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  o f f i c e  o r  r a n k .  

Copper emblems a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a d u l t  m a l e s ,  w i t h  a complex  but  

c o n s i s t e n t  t h e m a t i c  c o n t e n t ,  have  been i d e n t i f i e d  a t  s e v e r a l  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s  a s  p r o b a b l e  m a rk e r s  o f  c h i e f l y  s t a t u s  (L a r s o n  1971;
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P e e b l e s  and Kus 1 9 7 7 ) .  Brown ( 1 9 8 5 : 1 9 - 2 2 , 1 4 0 )  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i v e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C erem on ia l  Complex sym bo ls ,  t h e  f a l c o n  and 

f a l c o n  i m p e r s o n a t o r ,  a s  an  i m p o r t a n t  symbol of  c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y  and of 

m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p .

In  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c l u e s  a s  t o  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  

r e p r e s e n t e d  by B u r i a l  20 .  F i r s t ,  t h e  symbol ism of t h e  copper  badges  

i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  f o rm a l  o f f i c e  was r e i n f o r c e d  by i d e o l o g i c a l  s a n c t i o n s  

( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 : 1 3 0 ) .  S e c o n d ly ,  p o s s e s s i o n  of  t h e  n o n - l o c a l  coppe r  badges  

s u g g e s t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  had t h e  a b i l i t y  to  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h i n  a w i d e r  

exchange  and i n f o r m a t i o n  n e tw ork  beyond  Lubbub C reek .  T h i r d l y ,  t h e  

f a l c o n  symboli sm,  s t r o n g l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  w a r f a r e  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  

(Howard 1 9 6 8 :4 3 - 4 5 ;  Brown 1 9 8 5 :1 9 - 2 2 ;  Hudson 1 9 7 6 : 1 2 8 - 1 2 9 ) ,  t o g e t h e r  

w i th  t h e  human " t r o p h i e s "  and e v i d e n c e  of  v i o l e n t  d e a t h  in  B u r i a l  20 ,  

u n d e r s c o r e s  J e n k i n s '  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  w a r .

More t e n u o u s  i s  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  d e s c e n t  g roup  r a n k i n g  a t  

Lubbub C re e k .  A l th o u g h  t h e  c e m e te ry  was r i d d l e d  w i t h  p o s t m o l d s ,  th e  

u n u s u a l  B u r i a l  20 was found  b e n e a t h  a s m a l l  ova l  p o s t  p a t t e r n ,  p o s s i b l y  

an a s s o c i a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  ( J e n k i n s  and Ensor  1 9 8 1 : 8 9 ) .  B u r i a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  

l P i 3 3  cem e te ry  had t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  n o n - l o c a l  g r a v e  goods (m ar ine  s h e l l  

o r n a m e n t b and  co p p e r  e a r s p o o l s )  found  a t  Lubbub C reek .  J e n k i n s  

(1 9 8 2 :1 3 0 )  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h i s  c l u s t e r  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  s p a t i a l  

s e g r e g a t i o n  of  an " e l i t e "  d e s c e n t  g ro u p  t o  be c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  l e 6 s  w e l l -  

a d o r n e d  b u r i a l s  w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  community.

Whi le  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  l P i 3 3  c e m e te ry  c l u s t e r  may 

r e p r e s e n t  a d e s c e n t  g r o u p ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  r a t h e r  am biguous .  S in c e  th e  

l P i 3 3  cem e te ry  c o n t a i n e d  60It (19 of  33 )  of t h e  S u m n e r v i l l e  I p h as e
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b u r i a l s  r e c o v e r e d  a t  Lubbub C re e k ,  i t  i a  n o t  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  of  n o n - l o c a l  g r a v e  goods s h o u ld  be c o n c e n t r a t e d  t h e r e .  Non­

l o c a l  i t e m s  a r e  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e s e  b u r i a l s  o n l y .  L a t e r  e x c a v a t i o n s  

a t  Lubbub C reek  u n c o v e r e d  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  co p p e r  e a r s p o o l s  

( t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a u n iq u e  r e c t a n g u l a r  v e s s e l )  l o c a t e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  th e  

community,  and m a r i n e  s h e l l  o rn a m e n ts  a r e  found  w i t h  i n t e r m e n t s  a t  

f a r m s t e a d s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  th e  

most m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  c e m e te ry  were  a d u l t  men. In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t h e  

a r t i f a c t s  fo rm a  p a t t e r n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  age  and s e x ,  and t h e r e  i s  no 

i n d i c a t i o n  of  a r a n k  t h a t  c r o s s - c u t s  t h e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  ( P e e b l e s  

1 9 8 7 : 1 4 ) .  Thus ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a c o m p e t i t i v e  sys tem i n  

which c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a c h i e v e d  a c c e s s  to  l e a d e r s h i p  s t a t u s .  The 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  and s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of p r e s t i g e  i t e m s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  

f u r t h e r  i n  C h a p te r  V I I I .

Only B u r i a l  2 0 ,  w i t h  t h e  co p p e r  h e a d d r e s s  and f a l c o n  symbol,  

c o n t a i n s  a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  a s p e c i f i c  

l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e .  B u r i a l  20 s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one b a s i s  

f o r  a f o r m a l l y - d e f i n e d  o f f i c e  was l e a d e r s h i p  i n  w a r .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  

p o s i t i o n  was t h e  p r o t o t y p e  or  s t r u c t u r a l l y  s i m i l a r  to  t h e  r o l e  of war 

c h i e f  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t .

S t o r a g e  and D efen s e

As re v ie w e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  of  

p o p u l a t i o n - i n d u c e d  r e s o u r c e  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  Tombigbee R i v e r  v a l l e y  i s  

e q u i v o c a l .  Maize was u sed  a t  low l e v e l s  i n  K i l l e r  I I I  and th e n  r a p i d l y  

i n t e n s i f i e d  t o  become a s t a p l e  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  S u m m e rv i l l e  I 

a f t e r  A.D. 1000.  While i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  which  p r o c e s s e s
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were  a c t i v e  i n  a s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  i t  s h o u ld  be a n p h a s i z e d  

t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n - r e s o u r c e s  s t r e s s  h y p o t h e s i s  and th e  s o c i a l  " c o r n  a s  

commodity"  h y p o t h e s i s  a r e  n o t  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e .  I f  s u r p l u s  m a ize  

c o n f e r r e d  s o c i a l  a d v a n t a g e s ,  t h e n  t h i s  was doub ly  so under  any 

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  s t r e s s .

Whatever t h e  c a u s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  l o g i c a l  r e a s o n s  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  ma ize  

i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  demanded changes  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  s u b s i s t e n c e  

p r a c t i c e s .  Such a change  may be r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h i s  

t ime of d i s p e r s e d  h o u s e h o l d s  o r  f a r m s t e a d s ,  each  composed of a Bmall 

number of p e o p l e .  F a rm s te a d s  a p p a r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  t h e  o p t i m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

( o r  a t  l e a s t  the  p r e f e r r e d  s i t u a t i o n )  u n d e r  w hich  t o  p r a c t i c e  a mixed 

economy of  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g .

I f  m a ize  p e r m i t t e d  a s m a l l e r  work g ro u p  such  a s  a f a m i l y  t o  

g e n e r a t e  food  a t  p r o d u c t i v i t y  l e v e l s  t h a t  had  p r e v i o u s l y  r e q u i r e d  l a r g e r  

work g r o u p s ,  t h e n  d i s p e r s e d  h o u s e h o l d s  may r e f l e c t  t h i s  g r e a t e r  

in d e p e n d e n c e .  But new p rob lem s  were  p o s s i b l y  c r e a t e d  t h a t  make i t  

u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e s e  f a r m s t e a d s  were s o c i a l l y  o r  e c o n o m i c a l l y  au tonomous .  

F a rm s te a d  m a iz e  f i e l d s  had  t o  be t e n d e d  i n  t h e  warm months  and t h e  

h a r v e s t  s t o r e d .  However,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f a r m s t e a d s  w e re  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  

a t t a c k .  There  i s  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  bow in 

th e  M i l l e r  I I I  phase  c r e a t e d  a more d a n g e r o u s  s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  For 

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  i s  unambiguous e v i d e n c e  o f  v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t  among 

Tombigbee Woodland p o p u l a t i o n s .  M i l l e r  I I I  b u r i a l s  i n c l u d e  m u l t i p l e  

i n t e r m e n t s  w i t h  embedded a r r o w p o i n t s  ( H i l l  1 9 8 1 ) .  E v idence  of  v i o l e n t  

t r a u m a t i c  i n j u r y ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by " p a r r y "  f r a c t u r e  o r  embedded 

p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s ,  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  245! (19 of  78)  of  t h e  M i l l e r  I I I
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p o p u l a t i o n  and 181 (6 o f  3 3 )  of t h e  Lubbub Creek S um m e rv i l l e  I 

p o p u l a t i o n  (Cole  e t  a l .  1982;  Welch 1 9 8 5 :T a b le  5;  P o w e l l  1 9 8 8 : 4 8 7 - 4 8 9 ) .

The e s c a l a t i o n  of  g roup  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  accom pan ied  th e  bow need n o t  

be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a r e s p o n s e  to  s t r e s s  f rom p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w th .  As I 

have a rg u ed  e l s e w h e r e  ( B l i t z  1 988 ) ,  t h e  l a r g e  s c a l e ,  t im e  t r a n s g r e s s i v e  

p a t t e r n  o f  bow a d o p t i o n  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Woodlands r e p r e s e n t s  a r a p i d  

" c h a i n - r e a c t i o n "  mechanism of c o m p e t i t i v e  a d v a n t a g e  t h a t  c r o s s - c u t s  

l o c a l  e n v i ro n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  The e x t e r n a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  bow 

may have p r e s e n t e d  new p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  r e s o u r c e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o r  

t e r r i t o r y  e x p a n s io n  and p e rh a p s  even f o s t e r e d  dem ographic  changes  i n  t h e  

L a t e  Woodland r a t h e r  t h a n  have  been a r e s p o n s e  t o  i t .

The t h r e a t  of  a t t a c k  r a i s e s  q u e s t i o n s  about  s t o r a g e  and d e f e n s e .  

There  i s  a change i n  s t o r a g e  t e c h n o lo g y  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom M i l l e r  

I I I  t o  S um m erv i l l e  I  t h a t  may be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  m a ize  

p r o d u c t i o n .  M i l l e r  I I I  g roups  dug l a r g e ,  deep  s t o r a g e  p i t s  t o  h o ld  

a c o r n s  and n u t s  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  f a l l .  A l though  o f t e n  i n t e r p r e t e d  as  an 

i n d i c a t o r  of s e d e n t i s m ,  such  u n d e rg ro u n d  p i t s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  t o  

c o n c e a l  s u r p l u s e s  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t im e  w h i l e  t h e  s o c i a l  g roup  i s  a b s e n t  

(DeBoer 1 988 ) .  At M i l l e r  I I I  b a s e  camps,  some of t h e s e  p i t s  a r e  very  

l a r g e ,  a s  much as  1 . 5  m in  d i a m e t e r  and 1 .3  m deep ( J e n k i n s  and Ensor 

1981;  B l i t z  1 9 8 3 a ) .

Whi le bo th  M i l l e r  I I I  and S u m m e rv i l l e  I p o p u l a t i o n s  dug a v a r i  e ty  

o f  sm al l  p i t s  t h a t  p r o b a b ly  s e r v e d  s h o r t - t e r m  food  s t o r a g e  f u n c t i o n s ,  

t h e  S um m e rv i l l e  I  p o p u l a t i o n s  cea se d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  p resum ab ly  more 

l o n g - t e r m ,  l a r g e  b a s i n ,  c y l i n d r i c a l  and b e l l e d  p i t s  f a v o r e d  i n  M i l l e r  

I I I .  A s i m i l a r  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of l a r g e  u n d e rg ro u n d  s t o r a g e  p i t s  from th e  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  m arks  t h e  L a te  W o o d l a n d - M i s s i s s i p p i a n  t r a n s i t i o n
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i n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  a r e a  ( M ie t o v ic h  1 9 6 8 ) .  P a r a d o x i c a l l y )  a t  a t im e  when 

a t o r a b l e  m a iz e  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s e d )  a s  i s  c l e a r l y  documented  i n  th e  

b o t a n i c a l  r e m a in s  ( C a d d e l l  1 9 8 3 ) ,  t h e r e  i s  a d r a m a t i c  d e c r e a s e  in  t h e  

volume o f  v i s i b l e  u n d e rg ro u n d  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  

p r e f e r r e d  s t o r a g e  method changed t o  t h e  a b oveg round  g r a n a r y  or  c o r n  c r i b  

w id e l y  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d .

For  w h a te v e r  r e a s o n s  i t  was a d o p t e d ,  t h e  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  aboveground  

g r a n a r y  was a s e c u r i t y  r i s k  a t  f a r m s t e a d s .

I n  an a tm o s p h e re  of  i n c r e a s e d  s e d e n t i s m ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  and w a r f a r e ,  a g ro u p  w i s h i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  fo o d  

s u r p l u s e s  and t o  a v o id  b e in g  d i s l o d g e d  f rom f a v o r a b l e  l o c a l i t i e s  can be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  I p ro p o s e  t h a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a 

l o c a l  c e n t e r  a s  t h e  f o c u s  of  s o c i a l  and economic  i n t e g r a t i o n  f o r  

d i s p e r s e d  h o u s e h o l d s  w as ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  

p r o b l e m s .  The M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  needed  a c e n t r a l l y - l o c a t e d  

f o r t i f i e d  p l a c e ,  such  as  t h e  s i t e  a t  Lubbub C reek ,  w he re  t h e y  c o u ld  

p r o t e c t  t h e i r  m a ize  h a r v e s t  and t h e m s e l v e s  from a t t a c k .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i r e c t  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  b e c a u s e  a b oveg round  c r i b s  a r e  v e ry  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  w i t h  any d e g r e e  o f  c e r t a i n t y  ( f o r  

p o s s i b l e  examples  see  Emerson and  J a c k s o n  1 9 8 4 :1 5 7 ;  M i l n e r  1 9 8 4 :3 0 ;  

Polhemus 1 9 8 7 : 2 4 1 ) .  Small  p os tm o ld  p a t t e r n s  or  c l u s t e r s ,  some w i t h  

a s s o c i a t e d  daub and l a c k  of  f l o o r  s t a i n i n g ,  were found  a t  Lubbub C reek .  

T hese  a p p e a r  t o  be sm al l  a n c i l l a r y  s t r u c t u r e s  w h ich  may i n c l u d e  s t o r a g e  

f a c i l i t i e s  b u t  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  of  f u n c t i o n  r e m a i n s  e l u s i v e  (C h a p t e r  VI, 

F i g u r e  3 9 ) .
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N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  communal s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  w e re  u t i l i z e d  by 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  M id-Sou th  i s  a b u n d a n t l y  doc im en ted  by t h e  

e a r l y  S p a n i s h  o b s e r v e r s .  De S o to ,  Luna and o t h e r s  depended  h e a v i l y  on 

t h e  l a r g e  s t o r e s  of  m a i z e  i n  t h e  f o r t i f i e d  com m un i t ie s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f e e d  

t h e i r  hungry  a r m i e s  and o f t e n  s o ugh t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h i s  

p u r p o s e .  The l a t e r  F r e n c h  and B r i t i s h  o b s e r v e r s  d e s c r i b e  how th e  

communal s t o r e s  were  used  f o r  f e a s t s  and c e r e m o n i a l s  t h a t  drew t h e  

f a r m s t e a d  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  from th e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y s i d e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  

c e n t e r  (Swanton 1 9 7 9 :3 7 9 -3 8 1 ;  B e r t r a m  1 9 5 8 : 1 2 2 - 1 2 3 , 3 2 6 ) .

To summarize ,  a s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  f a r m s t e a d s  d i s p e r s e d  around  a 

f o r t i f i e d  c e n t e r  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  emergence  i n  t h e  

c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  v a l l e y .  D i s p e r s e d  h o u s e h o l d s  may h ave  had 

a d v a n t a g e s  in  a mixed economy of  c u l t i v a t i o n  and w i l d  f o o d  s o u r c e s  bu t  

l e f t  f a r m s t e a d s  and t h e i r  s u r p l u s e s  exposed  t o  a t t a c k .  1 p r o p o s e  t h a t  

t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  p rob lem was t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a c e n t r a l l y - l o c a t e d  

f o r t i f i e d  p l a c e  w here  some p o r t i o n  of t h e  h o u s e h o l d ' s  m a iz e  h a r v e s t  

c o u ld  be s t o r e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .  T h i s  s o l u t i o n  i m p l i e s  r e g u l a r  or  

f r e q u e n t  a g g r e g a t i o n s  o f  f a r m s t e a d  p o p u l a t i o n s  f o r  a v a r i e t y  of  s o c i a l ,  

economic and c e r e m o n ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .  A s u p p o r t i n g  body of a r t i f a c t u a l  

and f a u n a l  e v id e n c e  t h a t  c l a r i f i e s  t h e  f a r m s t e a d - l o c a l  c e n t e r  

i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  d e t a i l  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .

For now, I  w ish  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  consnunal o r  c e n t r a l i z e d  s t o r a g e  

o f  h a r v e s t s ,  p e r h a p s  w i t h  new formB o f  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  be tween  

c o o p e r a t i n g  h o u s e h o l d s ,  may have c r e a t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  which  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  would  h ave  t o  be d e l e g a t e d  t o  p r e s i d e  o v e r  p o o l i n g  and 

d i s b u r s e m e n t  of  r e s o u r c e s .  The need  t o  a r r a n g e  a c o n s e n s u s  of  d e c i s i o n ­

making above  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  l e v e l  may have s t i m u l a t e d  an i n c r e a s i n g l y
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" c o r p o r a t e "  c h a r a c t e r  i n  k i n  g ro u p s  and p r o v i d e d  an a t m o s p h e r e  c o n d u c iv e  

t o  t h e  emergence  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e .

S a n c t i f i e d  A u t h o r i t y . Group R i t u a l ,  
and Management o f  P o o le d  R e s o u rc e s

In  C h a p t e r  I I , I s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  an i m p o r t a n t  s t i m u l u s  t o  s o c i a l  

r a n k i n g  was c o n t r o l  o r  management o f  r e s o u r c e s  and t h a t  s u c c e s s  i n  

e x t e n d i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  r e s o u r c e s  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  be l e g i t i m i z e d  

th r o u g h  i d e o l o g i c a l  m echan ism s .  The a t t e m p t s  of  t r i b a l  " b i g  men" and 

c h i e f s  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s  and make them a v a i l a b l e  to  rew ard  

f o l l o w e r s  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n  of  t h e s e  a u t h o r i t y  p o s i t i o n s  i n v o l v e s  

a complex i n t e r p l a y  b e tw ee n  m a t e r i a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s .

I t  was th e  i d e o l o g y  of  c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y ,  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  

k i n s h i p ,  t h a t  l e g i t i m i z e d  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e f s  

assumed i n  t h e  management of p u b l i c  g r a n a r i e s ,  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of  s t o r e d  

m a iz e ,  and d i r e c t i o n  of  a r i t u a l  c y c l e  of  c e r e m o n i e s .  How d id  such  a 

f o r m a l i z e d  o f f i c e  o r i g i n a t e ?  PerhapB t h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  emerged i n  

c o n c e r t  w i t h  m a ize  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  l o c a l  

mound c e n t e r / f a r m s t e a d  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m .  A s i d e  from th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

t h a t  m a ize  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  began  a s  a s o c i a l  s t r a t e g y ,  c o r n  c e r t a i n l y  

became th e  b a s i c  commodity t h a t  p romoted  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of  m u l t i p l e  

h o u s e h o l d s  f o r  communal s t o r a g e .

In  t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r o l e  of  r e s o u r c e  i n t e n s i f i e r  

and c o o r d i n a t o r  of p o o l i n g ,  f e a s t i n g  and g i f t - g i v i n g  f a l l s  t o  th e  " b ig  

m a n ."  The b i g  man r o l e  i s  n o t  f o r m a l l y - d e f i n e d  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  

b u t  i s  formed th r o u g h  th e  p e r s o n a l  i n i t i a t i v e  of  a c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r  of  

te m p o ra ry  i n f l u e n c e .  Big men a r e
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ehrewd and  a b l e  men who, th r o u g h  t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  of  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
d e f i n e d  v a l u a b l e s ,  p l a c e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  d e b t ,  c r e a t e  _ad hoc 
f o l lo w in g B  o r  f a c t i o n s ,  b u i l d  up n e tw o rk s  o f  exchange  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
and th u s  t e m p o r a r i l y  e x e r t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  com m uni t ies  
[M e g g i t t  1973 :191 -206 ]  .

The a m b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  t r i b a l  b i g  man a r e  k e p t  i n  check  by t h e  c o r p o r a t e  

n a t u r e  of  t h e  l i n e a g e s  or  o t h e r  d e s c e n t  g r o u p s .  A l th o u g h  b i g  men a r e  

s e l f - m a d e  l e a d e r s ,  e t h n o g r a p h e r s  h a v e  somet im es  n o t e d  a n a s c e n t  

a s c r i p t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  a t  work .  Members of  one d e s c e n t  g roup  may assume 

t h e  b i g  man r o l e  more c o n s i s t e n t l y  t h a n  members o f  o t h e r  d e s c e n t  g r o u p s .  

So w h i l e  b i g  men t h e m s e lv e s  c r e a t e  p e r s o n a l  f o l l o w i n g s ,  " t h e  f o l l o w e r s  

a r e  t h e  c o n s t a n t "  and l i n e a g e s  may promote  t h e i r  w n  b i g  man t o  a s s e r t  

g r e a t e r  community i n f l u e n c e  ( M e g g i t t  1973) .

P e rh a p s  a t  t h i s  s o c i a l  j u n c t u r e ,  w i t h i n  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  such  as  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  em ergence ,  t h e  b i g  man r o l e  o f  

i n t e n s i f i e r  and " r e d i s t r i b u t o r "  c o u l d  become e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a permanent  

p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  (Fr iedm an 1973; S a h l i n s  1972; Feinman a".d N i e t z e l  

1 9 8 4 : 5 6 ) .  P ro b a b ly  b i g  man and p e t t y  c h i e f  s h o u ld  be t h o u g h t  of  as 

p o i n t s  a lo n g  e i t h e r  a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  o r  d e s c r i p t i v e  cont inuum of 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  f o r m a l i z e d  r o l e s .

The i d e a  of  c h i e f s  as  "m anage rs"  h a s  been  c e n t r a l  t o  s t u d i e s  of  t h e  

e v o l u t i o n  of r a n k e d  s o c i e t i e s  o r  c h i e fd o m s .  S e r v i c e  (19 7 1 )  c o n s i d e r e d  

ch ie fdom s  t o  be r e d i s t r i b u t i v e  economies  t h a t  emerged when c h i e f s  took  

on t h e  r o l e  of  r e g u l a t i n g  r e c i p r o c a l  e xcha nges  be tween  com m u n i t ie s  to  

r e d r e s s  r e s o u r c e  im b a la n c e s  due t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n e q u i t i e s .  Yet i t  

soon became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  many e t h n o g r a p h i c  exam ples  o f  ch ie fdom s  d id  

n o t  c o n s i s t  o f  e c o n o m ic a l ly  s p e c i a l i z e d  co m m u n i t i e s ,  and t h a t  l o c a l  

s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  was t h e  r u l e  ( E a r l e  1 9 8 7 ) .  Because  some i n f l u e n t i a l  

i n v e s t i g a t o r s  f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  ( i n  H a w a i ia n  s o c i e t i e s )  t h a t
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r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  f u n c t i o n e d  t o  l e v e l  ou t  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n e q u i t i e s  as  

S e r v i c e  p r o p o s e d ,  th e y  d i s m i s s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  may 

be a cauBal f a c t o r  i n  t h e  emergence of  ch ie fdom s  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977; 

E a r l e  1 9 7 7 ) .

However,  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  n o t  c e n t r a l  t o  some 

h i s t o r i c a l l y - k n o w n  complex ch ie fdom s  does  l i t t l e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

of w h e th e r  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  was a f a c t o r  in  t h e  o r i g i n  of  such  s o c i e t i e s  

(Seeman 1 9 7 9 ) .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  e c o l o g i c a l l y  or  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i v e r s i f i e d  

com m un i t ie s  need n o t  be t h e  on ly  s t i m u l i s  f o r  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Changes 

i n d u c e d  by t e c h n o l o g i c a l  or  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  such  a s  t h e  need f o r

c e n t r a l  s t o r a g e ,  s h i f t s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  l a b o r ,  o r  r i t u a l

mechanisms  t o  r e i n f o r c e  g roup  s o l i d a r i t y  may make some form o f  

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  a l o g i s t i c a l l y  d e s i r a b l e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  a g roup  of  

c o o p e r a t i n g  h o u s e h o l d s .

One problem i s  t h a t  t h e  s c a l e ,  em phas i s  and meaning  of  

" r e d i s t r i b u t i o n 11 v a r i e s  i n  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  and  t h e  t e rm  has  

become b o  l o a d e d  a s  t o  v i t i a t e  i t s  u s e f u l n e s s .  For t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  I f o c u s  on " r e d i s t r i b u t i o n "  i n  a r a t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  s e n s e ,  t o  

r e f e r  to  t h e  p o o l i n g  and  exchange  of  food  be tween  h o u s e h o ld s  t h a t  t a k e s  

p l a c e  d u r i n g  l a r g e - g r o u p  a g g r e g a t i o n s ,  c e r e m o n i a l s  and f e a s t s .  To 

exam ine th e  o r i g i n s  of  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e fd o m s ,  i t  may be u s e f u l  t o

subsume " r e d i s t r i b u t i o n "  under  a p r o c e s s  p r e v i o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  l o c a l

r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  An example  of  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  in  t h e  

h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t  was t h e  movement o f  f o o d s t u f f s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m a iz e  and 

v e n i s o n ,  from i n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e h o ld s  t o  a l o c a l  c e n t e r  a s  p a r t  of a 

r i t u a l  c y c l e  c o o r d i n a t e d  by th e  c i v i l  c h i e f .
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C i v i l  c h i e f e  m a i n t a i n e d  a l a r g e  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y  f o r  c o r n  (Svan ton

1 9 7 9 : 3 7 9 - 3 8 1 ) .  H o use ho lds  would  c o n t r i b u t e  a p o r t i o n  of  t h e i r  h a r v e s t

t o  t h e  " K i n g ' s  c o rn  c r i b "  a s  a " g i f t "  (B a r t r a m  1 9 5 8 : 1 2 2 - 1 2 3 ) .  In

a c t u a l i t y ,  t h e  g r a n a r y  was communal i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  was n o t  t h e

c h i e f ' s  t o  d i s p o s e  of  a s  he w i s h e d ,  a l t h o u g h  in  some a c c o u n t s  he

c e r t a i n l y  had g r e a t  l a t i t u d e  in  do ing  s o .  The c h i e f  s u p e r v i s e d  th e

d i s b u r s e m e n t  of  co rn  t o  needy f a m i l i e s ,  f ed  work p a r t i e s  f o r  community

p r o j e c t s  a n d ,  most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  p r o v i s i o n e d  c e r e m o n ia l  f e a s t s  (Swanton

1911; 1 9 7 9 ) .  In t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  N a t c h e z ,  t h e s e  f e a s t s  o c c u r r e d  m o n t h ly ,

o r  13 t i m e s  a y e a r  (Swanton 1 9 7 9 : 2 6 0 - 2 6 1 ) .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  o v e r s e e i n g  o f  communal s t o r e s ,  r i t u a l  r e c e i p t

of  " f i r s t  f r u i t s "  and o t h e r  r e l a t i v e l y  ben ign  c e r e m o n ia l  r o l e s ,  many

S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e f s  g a i n e d  a c c e s s  t o  goods  and  l a b o r  from th e  p o p u la c e

i n  a p r o c e s s  t h a t  a p p e a r s  "more a k i n  t o  the  c o l l e c t i o n  of  t r i b u t e  th a n

t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  s h a r i n g  o f  s u r p l u s "  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 7 8 : 4 2 0 ) .  T h i s

c r i t i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  i d e n t i f i e s  a s c a l e  of  " r e d i s t r i b u t i v e "  a c t i v i t i e s :

At one end o f  t h e  s c a l e  we h ave  t h e  c o m p le te  and e q u i t a b l e  
r e a s s i g n m e n t  of  a v i l l a g e ' s  h a r v e s t  back  t o  i t s  p r o d u c e r s  by a 
c h i e f  who i s  m e re ly  a te m p o ra ry  and b e n i g n  c u s t o d i a n  o f  i t .  At t h e  
o t h e r  end t h e r e  i s  e n f o r c e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of  a p a r t  o f  a s o c i e t y ' s  
food  s u p p ly  by a p o w e r fu l  r u l e r  f o r  h i s  own b e n e f i t  and t h a t  of a 
sm al l  r u l i n g  e l i t e  [ C a r n e i r o  1 9 8 1 : 5 9 - 6 0 ] .

C a r n e i r o  i n s i s t s  t h a t  " r e d i s t r i b u t i o n "  h a s  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  

c h ie fdom s  or  t h e i r  o r i g i n s .  I n s t e a d  "we must  s e e k  th e  s o u r c e  of  power 

t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  a c h i e f  a c t u a l l y  t o  t a x  h i s  s u b j e c t s  and n o t  j u s t  g i v e  

back  t o  them th e  goods  they  had  p r e v i o u s l y  b ro u g h t  him" ( C a r n e i r o  

1 9 8 1 : 6 3 ) .  For C a r n e i r o ,  t h i s  c o e r c i v e  power and t h e  o r i g i n s  of  

c h i e fd o m s  were  b ro u g h t  ab o u t  t h r o u g h  w a r f a r e .  He c o n s i d e r s  i t  u n l i k e l y  

t h a t  autonomous v i l l a g e s  c o u l d  be u n i t e d  i n t o  a s i n g l e  p o l i t y ,  h i s
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m inim a l  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of a ch ie fd o m ,  u n l e s s  c o e r c i o n  

p l a y e d  a r o l e .

Yet  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Woodlands t h e r e  w e re  p o p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  m a n i f e s t  

many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  p l a c e  them w i t h i n  t h e  ch ie fdom  s o c i a l  

co n t in u u m ,  which c o n s i s t  n o t  of  u n i t e d  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  d i s p e r s e d  

h o u s e h o l d - l o c a l  c e n t e r  u n i t s .  There  i s  b o t h  e t h n o h i s t o r i c  and 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e s e  u n i t s  can  be e c o n o m i c a l l y  and 

p o l i t i c a l l y  autonomous  (b u t  n o t  i s o l a t e d )  from o t h e r  p o l i t i e s .  W i th in  

such  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  u n i t s ,  t h e  f i r s t  c r i t i c a l  s t e p  t h a t  may have  l e a d  

towardB h i e r a r c h i c a l  fo rm s  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  was t h e  l o c a l  emergence  

o f  a d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  body above th e  i n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e h o ld  l e v e l  in  

r e s p o n s e  to  connon n e e d s .

As c a r e t a k e r s  o f  a communal s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y ,  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

c i v i l  c h i e f s  may have  a c t e d  a s  p r i m i t i v e  " b a n k e r s , 11 th e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  

of  an i n s t i t u t i o n  t h r o u g h  w hich  h o u s e h o l d s  may be p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  l o s s  

of  s u r p l u s  (M al inow sk i  1 9 3 5 ) .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e f s  were  

f e d  and s u p p o r t e d  by l o c a l  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  which must  a l s o  be 

s e e n  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  t o  r e i n f o r c e  c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y .

The q u e s t i o n  of  w h e th e r  c h i e f s  a r e  s y s t e m - s e r v i n g  o r  s e l f - s e r v i n g  

must  be p l a c e d  in  a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  c o n t e x t .  At the  s m a l l  s o c i a l  s c a l e  of  

l o c a l  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  be tw een  f a r m s t e a d s  and l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  t h e  

s y s t e m - s e r v i n g  a d v a n t a g e s  of  poo led  s u r p l u s e s  and th e  s e l f - s e r v i n g  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  to  e x t e n d  p e r s o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  must  have  b een  m u t u a l l y  

r e i n f o r c i n g  and c o e v o l u t i o n a r y .

As d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p te r  I I ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  w o u ld -b e  e l i t e s  t o  

d i r e c t l y  c o n t r o l  t h e  means of  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  

meant  t h a t  m a n i p u l a t i o n  of  r e s o u r c e s  was o n ly  p o s s i b l e  once s u r p l u s e s
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were  B to red  i n  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s :

in  s im p l e  ch ie fdom s  t h e  amount o f  l a b o r  and goods  b e i n g  
e x t r a c t e d  from a d ep en d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  was s m a l l  enou gh t o  p r e s e n t  a 
low c o s t  of  c o m p l i a n c e ;  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  economic c o e r c i o n  became 
m oo t ,  a s  t h e  c o s t  of  r e f u s a l  c o u ld  be m in im a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l l y  
b a s e d  [D rennan ,  Feinman and S t e p o n a i t i s ,  in  E a r l e  1989] .

As m e n t io n e d  e a r l i e r ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a s  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  p o l i t y

expanded  and t h e  d e g r e e  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of

r e s o u r c e s  would become more c o e r c i v e .  So, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h i l e  t h e

Natchez  Sun a t  t h e  Grand  V i l l a g e  r e c e i v e d  food  from t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r s

w i t h i n  t h e  Natchez  complex ch ie fd o m ,  s u b o r d i n a t e  c h i e f s  somet imes  found

t h i s  an i m p o s i t i o n  (Swanton 1 9 1 1 : 1 1 0 ) .  For S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h i e f d o m s ,  t h i s

was th e  f r a g i l e  boundary  of  s c a l e  w here  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n

d i s s o l v e d  i n t o  t h e  " t r i b u t e "  of  e x t e r n a l  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  To

u n d e r s t a n d  the  deve lopm ent  of  t h e s e  c h i e f d o m s ,  we mus t  f i r s t  examine

l o c a l  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  in  t w o - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  sy s tem s  such as

Lubbub Creek .

I d e o l o g i c a l  l e g i t i m a t i o n  of  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h i n  a r i t u a l  f o r m a t  

o n e r g e s  a s  a c e n t r a l  f a c t o r .  The r i t u a l  f o r m a t  i s  o f  c r i t i c a l  

im p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  how t h e  b i g  man r o l e  of  

" r e d i s t r i b u t i o n "  cou ld  become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  i n  t h e  fo rm a l  o f f i c e  o f  

c h i e f .  R i t u a l  may be d e f i n e d  a s  " c o n v e n t i o n a l  a c t s  of  d i s p l a y  t h ro u g h  

w hich  one  o r  more p a r t i c i p a n t s  t r a n s m i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  

p h y s i o l o g i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t a t e s  e i t h e r  t o  

t h e m s e l v e s  or  t o  one o r  more o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s "  (R a p p a p o r t  1 9 7 1 : 6 3 ) .  A

c r i t i c a l  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  p r e s e n t  i n  r i t u a l  i s  " s a n c t i t y " ,  a " q u a l i t y  of 

u n q u e s t i o n a b l e  t r u t h f u l n e s s  im p a r te d  by t h e  f a i t h f u l  t o  u n v e r i f i a b l e  

p r o p o s i t i o n s "  (R ap p ap o r t  1 9 7 1 : 6 9 ) .
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C l e a r l y ,  n o t  a l l  r i t u a l  communica tes  t h e  same message  t o  t h e  same 

s o c i a l  e n t i t y .  R i t u a l s  may be p u b l i c  or  p r i v a t e  and i n d i v i d u a l s  may 

p a r t i c i p a t e  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  do n o t  m e re ly  

r e a c t  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  id iom of r i t u a l  b u t  c o n t i n u a l l y  c r e a t e ,  a l t e r ,  

r e i n t e r p r e t  or  m a n i p u l a t e  i t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t e n t  w i t h  dynamic r e s u l t s .  

But  w h e t h e r  r i t u a l  a c t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  o r ,  a s  i n  r e v i t a l i s t i c  

or  c h a r i s m a t i c  movements ,  s e r v e s  a s  a f o r c e  f o r  s o c i a l  change ,  t h e  

s a n c t i t y  p r i n c i p l e  r e m a in s  a c r i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  on s o c i a l  o u t c o m e s .  

Because  k i n - b a s e d  s o c i e t i e s  r e l y  on c o n s e n s u s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p h y s i c a l  

c o e r c i o n  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a c c e p t a n c e  of  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  t h e  s a n c t i t y  

p r i n c i p l e  may have been  f u n d a m e n ta l  t o  t h e  emergence  of  perm anent  

p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e s .

S a n c t i f i e d  A u t h o r i t y . Group R i t u a l . and M i s s i s s i p p i a n  P l a t f o r m  Mounds 

How i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e r i v e  e v i d e n c e  from a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e m a in s  

t h a t  would  r e v e a l  a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  management of 

p o o le d  r e s o u r c e s ,  g roup  r i t u a l  and t h e  em ergence  of  c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y ?  

L i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  a b i l i t y  to  model complex,  c a u s e - a n d - e f f e c t  p r o c e s s e s  

r e n d e r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d a t a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i l l - s u i t e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l  a c t o r s  ( T r i g g e r  1982; Benson  1 9 8 3 ) ,  an 

i m p o r t a n t  f o c u s  in  h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r a l  a n t h r o p o l o g y  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e s .  However, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  a s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  t h a t  

g ave  meaning  and power t o  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n s .  B ecause  r i t u a l  i n v o l v e s  

s t a n d a r d i z e d ,  r e p e t i t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e s t r i c t e d  s p a t i a l  l o c u s ,  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  may r e c o v e r  p a t t e r n e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  of  a r t i f a c t s  and 

f e a t u r e s  t h a t  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  ( F l a n n e r y  1 9 7 6 ) .  The 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a s p e c i a l i z e d  f a c i l i t y ,  a c e r s n o n i a l  p r e c i n c t  such  a s  a
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p l a t f o r m  mound w i t h i n  a community,  i a  one of  t h e  most  v i s i b l e  r e m n a n t s

of such  p r o c e s s e s .  A mound,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  o b j e c t i f i e d  r i t u a l .

I f  r i t u a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e s  o f  a c t i v i t y  a r e  l o c a l i z e d  i n  such

p l a c e s ,  one  m igh t  concede  t h a t  " s o c i e t y ' s  c e n t r a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g

o r g a n i z a t i o n  s h o u ld  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  m o rp h o lo g y ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and

f u n c t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  of  i t s  p u b l i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e "  (S p e n c e r  1 9 8 2 :1 3 7 ) .

Commenting on t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  " p u b l i c "  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  F o r m a t iv e

M esoamer ica ,  Drennan ( 1 9 8 3 : 4 8 )  o b s e r v e s ,  i t  may

be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  complex g roup  d e c iB io n -m a k in g  
s t r u c t u r e  of  s e d e n t a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  t h ro u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  
s a n c t i f i c a t i o n , whereby  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  acceBB o f  some p e o p l e  t o  t h e  
s a c r e d  r e n d e r s  them p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  
b e h a v i o r  of  t h e  s o c i a l  g roup  as  a w h o l e .

E a r t h e n  p l a t f o r m  mounds w ere  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  form of p u b l i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s .  Through e x t e n s i v e  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  have  g a i n e d  i m p o r t a n t  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p l a t f o r m  mound u s e .  A d e t a i l e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e s e  d a t a  

canno t  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  b u t  two b a s i c  p o i n t s  w i l l  be 

e s t a b l i s h e d :  (1 )  mounds were  c l o s e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e o lo g y  of 

c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y  and (2 )  mounds were  t h e  f o c u s  of  r i t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

t h a t  somet imes  i n c l u d e d  food  d i s b u r s e m e n t .

E a r t h e n  mound c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  a n c i e n t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t .  As t u m u l i  

they  may e x i s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  M idd le  t o  L a t e  A r c h a i c  ( p r e - P o v e r t y  P o i n t )  i n  

t h e  Lower M i s s i s s i p p i  v a l l e y  (G ibson  and S h en k e l  1 9 8 8 ) ,  and a s  r a i s e d  

p l a t f o r m s  f o r  r i t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  they  o c c u r r e d  w i d e l y  i n  t h e  Middle 

Woodland p e r i o d  ( M a in f o r t  1 9 8 6 ) .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  and uBe of  t h e s e  

e a r l y  c e r e m o n ia l  p l a t f o r m s  r e m a in  p o o r l y  known. However,  d i s t i n c t i v e  

p l a t f o r m  mound and p l a z a  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f i r B t  a p p e a r  a round  A.D. 700 in
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t h e  C o le s  Creek, c u l t u r e  of  t h e  Lower M i s s i s s i p p i  v a l l e y  ( W i l l i a m s  and 

B r a i n  1983)  and soon a f t e r  A.D. 1000 they  a r e  a u b i q u i t o u s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s .  C o le s  C reek  and 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p l a t f o r m  mounds a r e  r e p e a t e d l y  e n l a r g e d  i n  a s e r i e s  of  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  e p i s o d e s  over a c o n s i d e r a b l e  sp an  of  t i m e .  Each s t a g e  

t y p i c a l l y  forms t h e  s u b s t r u c t u r e  f o r  b u i l d i n g s .  I t  h a s  b een  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  t h e  p la cem e n t  of  Co le s  Creek  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  r e s i d e n c e s  a t o p  

p l a t f o r m s  s t r u c t u r a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  Woodland p r o t o t y p e s  

p e r m i t t e d  e l i t e s  to  c o - o p t  a s a c r e d  symbol t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  

( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 6 : 3 6 6 ) .

S i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  S p a n i s h  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  L a t e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  mounds 

and e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  F rench  and  E n g l i s h  a c c o u n t s  i n d i c a t e  two b a s i c  

mound f u n c t i o n s :  (1 )  a s  e l i t e ,  c h i e f l y  r e s i d e n c e s ;  and (2 )  a s  

t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  s t r u c t u r e s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  c h i e f ' s  r e s i d e n c e s  w ere  m e re ly  

l a r g e r  v e r s i o n s  of t h e  common d o m e s t i c  d w e l l i n g .  More d e t a i l e d  comments 

on t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  While S o u t h e a s t e r n  

t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  s t r u c t u r e s  and t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  c e r e m o n i a l i s m  e x h i b i t  

t e m p o ra l  and r e g i o n a l  d i v e r s i t y ,  some fu n d a m e n ta l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  can be 

t r a c e d  back i n t o  p r e h i s t o r y .

P l a t f o r m  mounds w ere  c e n t r a l  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  i d e o l o g y .  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  ic o n o g ra p h y  has  been  r e l a t e d  t o  t h r e e  i d e o l o g i c a l  themeB:

(1 )  c h i e f l y / w a r r i o r  c u l t  i n s i g n i a ,  n o t a b l y  f a l c o n  and weapon symbolism 

(Brown 1 9 8 3 ) ;  ( 2 )  an a n c e s t o r  c u l t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  

s t r u c t u r e s  (Waring 1968; Brown 1985; K n ig h t  1 9 6 6 ) ;  and (3)  

e a r t h / f e r t i l i t y  themes  (Waring 1968;  K n ig h t  1986;  P r e n t i c e  1 9 8 6 ) .  These 

l a t t e r  two themes  a r e  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p l a t f o r m  mounds.
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Both  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  and  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  mound t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  

s t r u c t u r e s  c o n t a i n e d ,  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d e a d ,  wooden o r  s t o n e  s t a t u e s  

o f  a n c e s t o r  f i g u r e s  (Waring 1 9 6 8 ) .  S a n c t i f i e d  a u t h o r i t y  b a s e d  upon 

g e n e o l o g i c a l  c l a i m s  promoted  an a n c e s t o r - o r i e n t e d  component i n  t h e  

b e l i e f  s y s t e m .  In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  s t r u c t u r e s  may have  become 

s h r i n e s  f o r  d e s c e n t  g r o u p s  (Brown 1 9 8 5 ) .

I t  ha6 lo n g  been  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t e m p l e s ,  s h r i n e s ,  and c e r e m o n i a l  

c e n t e r s  may r e p r e s e n t  a w o r ld  symbol,  an a x i s  mundi ( E l i a d e  1 9 5 9 ) .  In 

t h e s e  p l a c e s  the  conmunity  may s y m b o l i c a l l y  a s s u r e  t h e  c y c l i c  r e n e w a l  of  

b o th  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r ld  and  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  of c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  ( E l i a d e  

1959;  W hea t ley  1 971) .  Backed by e t h n o h i s t o r i c  d a t a ,  K nigh t  ( 1 9 8 6 : 6 7 8 )  

i n t e r p r e t s  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  mounds as  symbols  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e  p e r i o d i c  

a d d i t i o n  of e a r t h e n  s t a g e s  a c y c l e  o f  w o r ld  r e n ew a l  t h a t  f u n c t i o n s  to  

cove r  o l d e r  " p o l l u t e d "  s u r f a c e s  i n  a "communal r i t e  of  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n " .

The e a r t h / f e r t i l i t y  theme i s  f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  h i s t o r i c  

c o n n e c t i o n  be tween  m a ize  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  and mound c e r e m o n i a l i s m .  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  mound c o n s t r u c t i o n  e p i s o d e s  have  lo ng  been c o n s i d e r e d  

a n t e c e d e n t  t o  t h e  an n u a l  " b u s k "  o r  g r e e n  c o r n  c e r e m o n i a l i s m  i n  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t .  The h i s t o r i c  busk  ceremony r e v o l v e d  a round  t h e  r e k i n d l i n g  of 

t h e  s a c r e d  f i r e  and a communal f e a s t  of  t h e  new c o r n  (Howard 1 9 6 8 ) .  

Waring ( 1 9 6 8 : 5 4 - 5 8 )  t r i e d  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  compound s t r u c t u r e  

p a t t e r n s  d i s c o v e r e d  a t o p  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p l a t f o r m  mounds w e re  a p r o t o t y p e  

of  t h e  Muskogean s q u a r e - g r o u n d .  He a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  a n n u a l  r e f u r b i s h i n g  

o f  t h e  s q u a r e - g r o u n d  was a h i s t o r i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  e a r l i e r  mound 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  e p i s o d e s .

A n o th e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  l i n k s  t h e  p e r i o d i c  a d d i t i o n  of mound 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e s  and s u c c e s s i o n  t o  c h i e f l y  o f f i c e  or  some e q u i v a l e n t
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change  in  c o r p o r a t e  o r  k in  g roup  s t a t u e  ( W a r i n g  1968;  Swanton 1911;  

K rause  1987;  H a l l y  1987;  A nde r son  1 9 8 9 ) .  L i k e  t h e  b a s i c  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r i c  busk (new f i r e ,  new c o r n ) ,  t h e  d e a t h  and r e p l a c e m e n t  of  a c h i e f  

r e p r e s e n t s  a t r a n s i t i o n a l  c r i s i s  i n  c o m m u n i ty  c o n t i n u i t y ,  a c r i s i s  t h a t  

may demand t h a t  t h e  mound a s  e a r t h ,  t a o p l e  a n d  s h r i n e  be r en ew ed .

In  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t ,  t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  s t r u c t u r e s  w e re  t h e  scene  

o f  food  d i s b u r s e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  t h e  b e s t  doctraen ted ex a m p le ,  f e a s t s  

w e re  a c e n t r a l  f o c u s  of  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  C hoc taw  m o r t u a r y  

c e r e m o n i a l i s m  ( H a l b e r t  1900;  Swanton 1 9 3 1 ) .  These f e a s t s  were  of two 

t y p e s  t h a t  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  would  c l a s s i f y  a s  " c r i t i c a l "  and 

" c a l e n d r i c a l " c e r e m o n ie s  ( T i t e v  1 9 6 0 ) .  The f i r s t  was a f u n e r a l  f e a s t  

among t h e  d e c e a s e d ' s  r e l a t i v e s  upon t h e  p l a c e m e n t  of t h e  d e c e a s e d ' s  

b o n e s ,  b u n d le d  w i t h i n  a cane c a s k e t ,  i n t o  t h e  l o c a l  t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  

s t r u c t u r e  or  "bone h o u s e . "  I n  some a c c o u n t s ,  manbers of t h e  o p p o s i t e  

m o i e t y  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  The second  t y p e  o f  m o r tu a ry  f e a s t  was a 

l a r g e - s c a l e  s e m i - a n n u a l  o r  an n u a l  ceremony ( a c c o u n t s  d i f f e r  on t h e  

s c h e d u l e )  i n  w hich  t h e  m u l t i p l e  k in  g r o u p s  t h a t  c om pr i sed  th e  two 

m o i e t i e s  a t e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  cane  c a s k e t s  a t  bone h o u s e s  t o  honor

th e  dead (Bossu  1766, M i l f o r t  1802,  CuBhman 1899 ,  c i t e d  i n  Swanton 

1 9 3 1 ) .

An i m p o r t a n t  s tu d y  by Seeman (1979) l i n k s  m o r t u a r y  c e r e m o n i a l i s m  to  

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Woodlands .  S eem an  n o te d  th e  common 

o c c u r r e n c e  of  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d e e r  bone,  t o g e t h e r  w i th

p o t s h e r d s  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Ohio H opew el l  c h a r n e l  h o u s e  mounds .  He

ad v a n c e d  a f u n c t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h a r n e l  

house  c e r e m o n i a l i s m ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  the  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e
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f o r  t h e  Choctaw, a s  an a n a l o g  t o  Ohio Hopew el l  c h a r n e l  houBe p r a c t i c e s .  

The p r i n c i p a l  food  consumed a t  t h e s e  f e a s t s  was  m e a t .  Seeman ( 1 9 7 9 :4 5 )  

p r o p o s e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  V oodlands  "meat  was t h e  c r i t i c a l  r e s o u r c e , "  

even  more th a n  c u l t i g e n s  s u b j e c t  t o  s h o r t - t e r m  f l u c t u a t i o n s ,  and t h a t  

t h e  f r e q u e n t  c h a r n e l  house f e a s t s  " p r o v i d e d  a means o f  e q u a l i z i n g  t h e  

e f f e c t s  o f  l o c a l  s u r p l u s e s  and s c a r c i t i e s  of  t h i s  key r e s o u r c e . "

Seem an 's  h y p o t h e s i s  can be p l a c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  c o n t e x t  

of  m a iz e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s u b s i s t e n c e  economy. The 

g r e a t e r  i n v e s t m e n t  of e n e r g y ,  l a b o r  and t i m e  t h a t  p resum ab ly  accompanied  

m a ize  h o r t i c u l t u r e  would  p l a c e  a premium upon t h e  h u n t i n g  of  d e e r  i n  t h e  

most e f f i c i e n t  manner p o s s i b l e  (Seeman 1 9 7 9 : 4 5 - 4 6 ) .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y , 

t h i s  might  be m a n i f e s t e d  i n  e v i d e n c e  f o r  i n t e n s i v e  s e a s o n a l  h u n t s ,  

p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  s o r t  t h a t  have been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  Tombigbee f a u n a l  

d a t a  ( S c o t t  1 9 8 3 ) .

Whether  one i n t e r p r e t s  such an i n t e n s i v e  s h i f t  a s  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  

r e s u l t  of  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  d i v e r s i f y  due t o  p o p u l a t i o n - r e s o u r c e  

im b a la n c e s  o r  a l o g i s t i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  t o  accommodate a new mode of  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  d e e r  h u n t i n g  and t h e  p o o l i n g  of  mea t  

wou ld  h a v e  had a d v a n t a g e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

s u b s i s t e n c e  c y c l e  of  sm al l  game h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  l o c a l  

v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  f a r m s t e a d  m a ize  f i e l d s  i n  t h e  warm m o n th s ,  and i n t e n s i v e  

g ro u p  h u n t s  i n  t h e  c o l d  m on ths  may r e f l e c t  t h i s  p a t t e r n .  I h a s t e n  t o  

a d d ,  on a c a u t i o n a r y  n o t e ,  t h a t  h i s t o r i c  p a t t e r n s  of  h u n t i n g  w ere  a l s o  

a f f e c t e d  by Euro-A mer ican  m a r k e t  f o r c e s  (Hudson 1 9 7 6 ) .

I f  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of m a ize  f o s t e r e d  new p a t t e r n s  of  l a b o r  

c o o p e r a t i o n  such  as  i n t e n s i v e  s e a s o n a l  h u n t s ,  pe rhapB t h e  p o o l i n g  of 

meat  and o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  was m e d i a t e d
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t h ro u g h  g roup  r i t u a l .  Through such  a p r o c e s s ,  f e a s t s  i n  and  a ro u n d  a 

B p e c i a l  f a c i l i t y  s i t u a t e d  upon a p l a t f o r m  mound may have  become a common 

form of M i s s i s s i p p i a n  community o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Mot o n l y  would  t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s  e s t a b l i s h  a s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  i n  w h ich  p o o le d  s u r p l u s e s  and 

group r i t u a l  c o u ld  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  s a n c t i f i e d  a u t h o r i t y  

b u t ,  most i m p o r t a n t l y  f o r  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s ,  i t  wou ld  c r e a t e  an 

i d e n t i f i a b l e  l o c a t i o n  w h e re  e v i d e n c e  of  such  a c t i v i t i e s  cou ld  be 

r e c o v e r e d .

Summary

S o c i a l  and economic  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  

l o c a l  c e n t e r / f a r m s t e a d  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m ,  and how t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  

shaped t h e  emergence o f  fo rm a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  Lubbub C reek ,  

have been p r o p o s e d .  The l o g i s t i c s  o f  m a iz e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  and  t h e  need 

to  p r o t e c t  d i s p e r s e d  h o u s e h o l d s  c r e a t e d  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  w hich  t h e  s t o r a g e  

o f  food  a t  a f o r t i f i e d  c e n t e r  was a s o l u t i o n .  D e fen s e  and s t o r a g e  

c r e a t e d  two p o t e n t i a l  s o u r c e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e :  (1 )  management of 

po o le d  r e s o u r c e s  t h r o u g h  a p p e a l s  t o  s a c r e d  a u t h o r i t y ;  and ( 2 )  l e a d e r s h i p  

i n  w a r .  M or tuary  e v i d e n c e  f o r  a f o rm a l  o f f i c e  b a s e d  on l e a d e r s h i p  i n  

war was d i s c o v e r e d  a t  Lubbub C reek .  E t h n o h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p l a t f o r m  mounds a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y ,  g roup r i t u a l , a n d  d i s b u r s e m e n t  o f  f ood  s u r p l u s e s .

I f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  p l a t f o r m  mounds p r o v i d e d  a s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  

f o r  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  l e g i t i m i z a t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n  a r i t u a l  fo rm a t  

b a s e d  upon t h e  management of  p o o le d  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e n  t e s t a b l e  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  a b o u t  mound a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  can be 

summarized sb f o l l o w s :
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( 1 )  I f  t h e  mound was t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  f ood  p o o l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e n  

a r t i f a c t s ,  e c o f a c t s  and  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  s h o u ld  be p r e s e n t  t h a t  

can be l i n k e d  t o  f e a s t i n g  and s t o r a g e .

(2 )  I f  t h e  mound was t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  r i t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e n  non­

u t i l i t a r i a n  a r t i f a c t s  of r i t u a l  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  o r  cos tum e ,  and  u n iq u e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s a c r e d  f i r e  and t e m p le  l a y o u t  

s h ou ld  be p r e s e n t .

(3 )  I f  t h e  mound was t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e n  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  s h ou ld  be p a t t e r n e d ,  r e p e t i t i v e  and e x t e n d  

over  a t im e  span  l o n g e r  th a n  a s i n g l e  g e n e r a t i o n .

In t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r ,  e v i d e n c e  from t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  of t h e  

p l a t f o r m  mound a t  Lubbub Creek  i s  b ro u g h t  to  b e a r  on t h e s e  i s s u e s .
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CHAPTER V

PLATFORM MOUND EXCAVATION AT LUBBUB CREEK 

E v id en ce  f o r  a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among f e a s t i n g ,  g roup  

r i t u a l ,  and  t h e  emergence o f  s a n c t i f i e d  a u t h o r i t y  was u n c o v e re d  a t  th e  

Lubbub C reek  s i t e  t h ro u g h  e x c a v a t i o n  of  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ' s  p l a t f o r m  mound. 

O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  mound was an e a r t h e n ,  f l a t - t o p p e d  p l a t f o r m  49 m on a s i d e  

and 3 .3 5  m t a l l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  u p p e r  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  mound c o u l d  

no t  be d i r e c t l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  had been  b u l l d o z e d  away in  t h e  

1950s .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  o u r  e x c a v a t i o n s  d e t e rm in e d  t h e  

seq u en ce  of  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  s e c u r e d  m a t e r i a l  r e m a i n s  w i t h  which  to  

r e c o n s t r u c t  m o u n d - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  and documented  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of  a 

c e r e m o n i a l  zone on t h e  premound s u r f a c e  a round  A.D. 1000 ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  community ( B l i t z  1 9 8 3 b ) .  B e fo re  

p r e c e d i n g  t o  a b r o a d e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  

premound b u i l d i n g s ,  f e a t u r e s ,  and mound c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e s ,  and to  

summar ize t h e i r  s eq u en ce  of  d e v e lo p m e n t .

Mound E x c a v a t i o n  

C l a r e n c e  B. Moore v i s i t e d  t h e  mound i n  1901,  dug a few s h a l l o w  

p i t s ,  bu t  found  l i t t l e  t o  h o l d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  (Moore 1 9 0 1 ) .  The mound was 

l a t e r  named t h e  Sum m e rv i l l e  Mound and g i v e n  a s i t e  number,  l P i 8 5 .
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Because  a t  t h e  t im e  of  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o n ly  t h e  g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  of  

t h e  mound was known, t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  was u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  

s t a g e s :  ( 1 )  t e s t  t r e n c h e s  were  c u t  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  e x t e n t  of  t h e  _in s i t u  

d e p o s i t ;  ( 2 )  t h e  plowzone was s t r i p p e d  and  t h e  mound d i m e n s io n s  w ere  

mapped;  and ( 3 )  t h e  premound s u r f a c e  was e x t e n s i v e l y  e x c a v a t e d .

The plowzone was removed from a 3 ,47  5 m^ a r e a  o v e r  t h e  low mound.
*

What r em a in ed  of  t h e  mound f o u n d a t i o n  was composed of  a l t e r n a t i n g  zones  

of  c l a y  and s a n d .  T h i s  s u r f a c e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c l e a v a g e  p l a n e  from 

which  th e  b u l l d o z e r  had s l i c e d  away the  upper  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  mound i n  

th e  1950s .  I t  r e v e a l e d  t h e  mound c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e s  in  a manner  

s i m i l a r  t o  c o n c e n t r i c  g row th  r i n g s  exposed  when a t r e e  i s  c u t  ( F i g u r e

1 1 ) .  These remnant s t a g e s  showed t h a t  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  Mound was a

p l a t f o r m  w i t h  s i d e s  of  r o u g h l y  e q u a l  l e n g t h  t h a t  formed  a s q u a r e  b a s e  

w i t h  s h a r p  a n g u l a r  c o r n e r s .  The d i m e n s io n s  a t  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  f i n a l  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e  were  39 m by 40 m.

Three  d i s t i n c t  e p i s o d e s  c o u ld  be s e e n  in  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  p l a n .  In

each  e p i s o d e ,  sand  f i l l  was used  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  h e i g h t  and b r e a d t h  of  

th e  mound and heavy c l a y  was used  a s  t h e  s t a b l e  s u r f a c e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  

b u i l d i n g s .  Two ramps p r o v i d e d  a c c e s s  t o  the  summit .  The b u l l d o z e r  had 

t r u n c a t e d  t h e  mound a t  t h e  s u r f a c e  of  t h e  f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e p i s o d e ,  

d e s t r o y i n g  a l l  above  t h i s  j u n c t u r e .

T e s t  t r e n c h  p r o f i l e s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t a c t  b a s e  of t h e  mound 

c o v e re d  t h e  o ld  g round  s u r f a c e  t o  a d e p th  of  60 cm t o  100 cm. We hoped 

t h a t  a c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  premound s u r f a c e  m i g h t  p r o v i d e  an 

i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of  mound u s e  a t  Lubbub C reek .  A b r i g h t  

y e l l o w  c l a y ,  d e s i g n a t e d  Zone 0 ,  was e n c o u n t e r e d  a t  50 cm below t h e  

b u l l d o z e r  c l e a v a g e  p l a n e .  Zone 0 p roved  t o  be a r e c t a n g u l a r  c l a y
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p l a t f o r m  t h a t  capped a s e r i e s  o f  s t r u c t u r e  f e a t u r e s .  These f e a t u r e s

w e r e  a complex  seq u en ce  of s i x  s u p e r im p o s e d  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  b u i l d i n g s ,

w h ic h  had been  e r e c t e d  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  g ro u n d  s u r f a c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e
*

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  mound ( F i g u r e s  12 and 13}* An a r e a  o f  650 n r  was  

e xposed  on t h i s  premound zone.  S u p e r p o s i t i o n  and i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  w a l l  

t r e n c h e s  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a s i n g l e  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e  and 

a s s o c i a t e d  c e r a m i c s ,  p e r m i t t e d  us  t o  p l a c e  t h e  seq u en ce  of  premound 

s t r u c t u r e s  and s u b s e q u e n t  mound c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e s  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r .

The two e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  premound s u r f a c e  

w e re  S t r u c t u r e  4 and  S t r u c t u r e  3 ( F i g u r e  14). S t r u c t u r e  4 was  a s m a l l  

c i r c u l a r  c l u s t e r  of  p o s t m o l d s  3.5 m in  d i a m e t e r .  The v e r y  s m a l l  s i z e  

and l a c k  of h e a r t h  o r  f l o o r  s t a i n i n g  s u g g e s t  a  n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  f u n c t i o n ,  

such  as  a s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  

such  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  S t r u c t u r e  3 was  a r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  6.5 in 

by 4 m w i t h  deep ,  c l o s e l y - s e t  p o s tm o l d s  and a p r e p a r e d  c l a y  f l o o r .  The 

S t r u c t u r e  3 p o s tm o l d  p a t t e r n  c o u ld  no t  be c o m p l e t e l y  t r a c e d  b e c a u s e  i t  

had been  d e s t r o y e d  by s u b s e q u e n t  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y .  No d i a g n o s t i c  

a r t i f a c t s  w e r e  found  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e i t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  and m os t  of  t h e  

s u r f a c e  was  r e m a r k a b l y  d ev o id  o f  a r t i f a c t s .  S t r u c t u r e  3 p o s tm o l d s  

o c c u r r e d  n e a r l y  10 cm h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  S t r u c t u r e  4,  a  p o s s i b l e  

i n d i c a t o r  t h a t  t h e  two b u i l d i n g s  w e re  n o t  c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  bu t  t r u n c a t i o n  

by l a t e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  j u s t  a s  p l a u s i b l e .  The o n l y  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  w ere  

two s h a l l o w  p i t s  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  be c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i t h  S t r u c t u r e  4 .

They c o n t a i n e d  c h a r r e d  co rn  cobs and wood c h a r c o a l .  A s a m p le  f rom one  

was r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e d  t o  A.D. 970 +. 90.  These s t r u c t u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e
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i n i t i a t i o n  of  a more e l a b o r a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  marked t h e  L a t e  

Woodland t o  H i a s i s s i p p i a n  t r a n s i t i o n .

Soon a f t e r  t h e  abandonment of  S t r u c t u r e s  3 and 4 ,  two w a l l  t r e n c h  

b u i l d i n g s ,  S t r u c t u r e s  2 and 5A, were  e r e c t e d  ( F i g u r e  1 5 ) .  The s m a l l e r  

b u i l d i n g ,  S t r u c t u r e  2 ,  was a s q u a r e  p a t t e r n  of  f o u r  deep  t r e n c h e s  t h a t  

d e f i n e d  a f l o o r  a r e a  o f  30 m . There  was a Bmall c i r c u l a r  c l a y  h e a r t h  

n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r .  The o t h e r  w a l l  t r e n c h  s t r u c t u r e ,  S t r u c t u r e  5A, was a 

l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  two co m p a r tm e n t s .  The l a r g e s t  was a 9 m 

by 9 m s q u a r e  formed by f o u r  w a l l  t r e n c h e s  w i t h  open c o r n e r s .  These 

w a l l  t r e n c h e s  were  a s  much a s  60 cm d e e p .  Two o t h e t  t r e n c h e s  fo rmed  a 

second  compar tment  or  p o r t i c o  w i t h  one open s i d e .  The t o t a l  l e n g t h  of  

t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was 13 .60  m. In  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  l a r g e r  com par tm ent was 

a c i r c u l a r  d e p r e s s i o n ,  p r o b a b ly  a h e a r t h ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  ash  and f i r e d  

c l a y .

S t r u c t u r e s  2 and 5A w e re  p ro b a b ly  c o n te m p o ra ry  s i n c e  b o th  o c c u r r e d  

a t  t h e  same e l e v a t i o n ,  d i s p l a y e d  t h e  w a l l  t r e n c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e  

and o b v i o u s l y  p o s t d a t e d  S t r u c t u r e s  3 and 4 b u t  p r e d a t e d  S t r u c t u r e s  1 and 

5B. Both t h e  sm al l  and l a r g e  w a l l  t r e n c h  s t r u c t u r e s  w ere  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  

r a z e d ,  and a l l  d e b r i s  c o m p l e t e l y  removed f rom t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a .  Small  

b i t s  of  f i r e d  daub t h a t  e s c a p e d  t h i s  c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n  i n d i c a t e  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  b u r n e d .  A f t e r  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  w e re  

d e s t r o y e d ,  two new s t r u c t u r e s  w ere  e r e c t e d  o v e r  t h e  r e m a in s  of  t h e  

e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g s .  L ike  t h e  e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e r e  was one s m a l l e r  

s q u a r e  s t r u c t u r e ,  S t r u c t u r e  1,  and one l a r g e r  r e c t a n g u l a r  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  

two c o m p a r tm e n t s ,  S t r u c t u r e  5B, b u t  t h i s  t i m e  they  w ere  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  

s i n g l e  s e t  p o s t s  ( F i g u r e  1 6 ) .
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S t r u c t u r e  1 was a s q u a r e  p a t t e r n  t h a t  e n c l o s e d  36 of  f l o o r  space  

Two p a r a l l e l  w a l l  t r e n c h e s  formed a n a r r o w ,  v e s t i b u l e  e n t r a n c e  way 2

m lo n g .  T h e re  was a c e n t r a l  c l a y  h e a r t h  and a mass o f  c l a y  packed

a g a i n s t  t h e  o u t s i d e  w a l l s .  P e rh ap s  t h i s  c l a y  f e a t u r e  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a 

c l e a n ,  e l e v a t e d  p l a t f o r m  o r  bench f o r  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  o u t s i d e  

b e n c h - l i k e  f e a t u r e  had  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e f f e c t  o f  i n s u l a t i n g  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  f o u n d a t i o n  and c r e a t i n g  a sunken  f l o o r  a r e a .

S t r u c t u r e  5B was a lo ng  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  d i r e c t l y  over  t h e  

e a r l i e r  w a l l  t r e n c h  s t r u c t u r e  ( F i g u r e  1 7 ) .  One d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  them 

was t h a t  i n s t e a d  of t h e  second  compartment r e m a i n i n g  open on one s i d e  

l i k e  a p o r t i c o ,  h e r e  i t  was c l o s e d  o f f  t o  make two rooms.  T h i s

s t r u c t u r e  was 14.1 m long and e n c l o s e d  an  a r e a  of  a b o u t  8 1 .7  m . A

l a r g e  r a i s e d  c l a y  p l a t f o r m  dom ina ted  t h e  c e n t e r  of each  room. The 

p l a t f o r m s  had been  i n t e n s e l y  h e a t e d  t o  a b r i c k - l i k e  c o n s i s t e n c y  and 

p r o b a b ly  s e r v e d  a s  r a i s e d  h e a r t h s .  A no the r  f e a t u r e ,  l o c a t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  

i n t e r i o r  w a l l ,  was a r a i s e d  p l a t f o r m  of p a c k e d ,  u n f i r e d  c l a y  of  a type  

somet imes  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a " s e a t "  by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  but  i t  p r o b a b l y  

s e r v e d  a s  a s t e p  up t o  an  o p e n in g  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  room. P e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  

t h e  n o r t h e r n  w a l l  was a p a t t e r n  o f  two s m a l l  w a l l  t r e n c h e s  and s e v e r a l  

p o s tm o ld s  a t  t h e  upper  end of  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  may r e p r e s e n t  

a t h i r d  s m a l l  com par tm en t ,  o r  some k in d  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  f u r n i t u r e .

A l though  b o th  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  were  s p a r s e  i n  a r t i f a c t s ,  s h e l l -  

te m pered  c e r a m ic s  i n d i c a t e  use  d u r i n g  S u m m e rv i l l e  I (A.D. 1 0 0 0 - 1 2 0 0 ) ,  

t h e  i n i t i a l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p h a s e .  S t r u c t u r e s  1 and 5B w ere  t h e  l a s t  

b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  premound l e v e l .  Both a p p e a r  to  be 

co n te m p o ra ry  w i t h  each o t h e r .  These f i n a l  two b u i l d i n g s  were  r a z e d  j u 6 t
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as  S t r u c t u r e s  2 and 5A had been b e f o r e .  Once a g a i n  most  d e b r i s  was 

removed bu t  p o t s h e r d s ,  ash  and f a u n a l  r e m a in s  fo rm ed  s m a l l  s h e e t s  of  

midden  a round  th e  p e r i m e t e r  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s .  A number of  p o s tm o l d s  i n  

t h e  premound p r e c i n c t  c o u l d  no t  be a s s i g n e d  t o  a s p e c i f i c  s eq u en ce  of  

b u i l d i n g s .  A l though  th e y  formed no d i s c e r n a b l e  p a t t e r n s ,  some c l u s t e r e d  

t o g e t h e r  i n  a manner t h a t  may have  r e s u l t e d  from s c r e e n s ,  r a c k s ,  o r  

e l e v a t e d  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  ( F i g u r e  1 6 ) .

A f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e s e  l a s t  b u i l d i n g s ,  a l a y e r  of  y e l lo w  

c l a y  was packed down upon th e  n e w l y - c l e a n e d  s u r f a c e ,  fo rm in g  a 

r e c t a n g u l a r  p l a t f o r m  t h a t  c o v e re d  a l l  o f  t h e  S t r u c t u r e  5B and p a r t  of 

t h e  S t r u c t u r e  1 pos tm old  p a t t e r n .  Th i s  p l a t f o r m ,  Zone 0 ,  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  

f i r s t  s t a g e  of  mound c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Zone 0 was n o t  exposed  f o r  v e ry  long  

b e f o r e  b e i n g  co v e re d  by Zones  L and M, b e c a u s e  Zone 0 showed no e v i d e n c e  

of  e r o s i o n ,  nor  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  had f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a f o u n d a t i o n  

f o r  b u i l d i n g s .  I n s t e a d ,  Zone 0 was q u i c k l y  c o v e r e d  by Zone M, which  

s u p p o r t e d  a w a l l  t r e n c h  s t r u c t u r e  upon i t s  summit .  The c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of 

t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  c o u l d  no t  be d e t e r m i n e d ,  f o r  i t  was a t  t h i s  s u r f a c e  t h a t  

t h e  b u l l d o z e r  c l e a v e d  away th e  upper  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  mound and 

r e d e p o s i t e d  i t  i n t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  borrow p i t  f rom which  e a r t h  UBed t o  

c o n s t r u c t  t h e  mound had o r i g i n a l l y  been  p r o c u r r e d .  The p r e s e n c e  of  

l a r g e  amounts of  f i r e d  daub s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  Zone M b u i l d i n g  may have  

b u r n e d .

With t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  of  o c c u p a t i o n  on Zone K, t h e  mound was  a g a i n  

i n c r e a s e d  i n  s i z e  w i t h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  sand  f i l l ,  Zone X. The l a c k  

of  e r o s i o n  i n  Zone K i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  was r a p i d l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  and 

capped o v e r  w i t h  t h e  c l a y  s t a g e ,  Zone J .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  Zone K was
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n e a r l y  d e v o id  of  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  b e c a u s e  t h i s  s t a g e  m e re ly  s e r v e d  t o  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  mound d i m e n s i o n s .  However,  a  one c u b i c  m e te r  sample  of  

Zone J  p roduced  a l a r g e  amount of  S um m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  phase  s h e r d s .  T h i s  

m a t e r i a l  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  mound p a r a l l e l  t o  

t h e  borrow p i t .  The mound s t o o d  a t  t h i s  h e i g h t  f o r  some t i m e ,  and 

p re s u m ab ly  i t  s u p p o r t e d  an i m p o r t a n t  b u i l d i n g .  Next t h e  mound was 

expanded  once  more w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  s and  f i l l ,  Zone I ,  and a f i n a l  

c l a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e ,  Zone H. The a r t i f a c t  c o n t e n t  o f  Zone I  was 

n e g l i g i b l e  bu t  Zone H c o n t a i n e d  ab u n d an t  ce ra m ic  m a t e r i a l .  I t  was a l s o  

i n  t h i s  f i n a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  t h a t  we found  e v i d e n c e  f o r  one and p ro b a b ly  

two mound ramps ( F i g u r e  1 8 ) .  From each  mound zone a m easu red  volume of 

s o i l  was w a t e r s c r e e n e d  t o  r e c o v e r  a sample of a r t i f a c t s  (T a b l e  6 ) .  

Summary d a t a  on mound c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and a r t i f a c t  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b le s  7 - 9 .

Sometime a f t e r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e ,  a l a r g e  q u a n t  i t y  

o f  d e b r i s — s h e r d s ,  m usse l  s h e l l ,  an im a l  b o n e s ,  and a s h —was d e p o s i t e d  in  

t h e  apex o f  an a n g l e  formed by t h e  so u th  ramp and  t h e  sou th  edge of  t h e  

mound. Th i s  m a t e r i a l  was a p p a r e n t l y  dumped from t h e  mound summit ,  s i n c e  

an a p p r o a c h  from th e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  would  have b een  p r e v e n t e d  

by th e  open borrow p i t .

P a t t e r n e d  C o n t i n u i t i e s  i n  Mound A r c h i t e c t u r e

The premound complex o f  s t r u c t u r e s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e s t a b l i s t m e n t  o f  

a s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t y  p r e c i n c t  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  community ,  y e t  

s p a t i a l l y  d e m a rc a te d  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  d i s t i n c t  from i t .  The premound 

s t r u c t u r e s  w e re  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e b u i l t ,  r e n o v a t e d  and  e n l a r g e d  i n  p l a c e  

o v e r  many y e a r s .  There  i s  a s t r i k i n g  r e g u l a r i t y  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l
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TABLE 6

Volume of  S o i l  Screened from Hound Zones

Zone
Whee 1 bar row 

Loads Cubic H e te r s
P erc en t  o f  Zone 

W atersc ree n ed

H 5 • 30 got
N 15 1 .0 0 20*
1 5 .3 0 20*
J 15 1 .0 0 20*
K 5 .3 0 50*
L 5 . 3 0 10*



r * n i r  7

l f i »  O r d p r  o f  A p o ^ f ' l ' n c #  O f  T y p ^  ** 'd  V a r i e t y  i n  1 h*> SI l imner  y  1 I I *  M o u n d  C t u n n u c

T y p »  A n r i  Vpr  1 r* t / Cl>r or>o 1 n q  t e a l  Tr><: i t * n n

W o u n d  P i n e *  T n c i * P d  vfi f  H n v n n a

M o u n d  ?on(> H M o u n d  P t n r n  I n c ^ P d  v ; i r  A k r o n

a n d C n r t ^ n t J * *  t n c  i VrT ( rU t f '

r , » n # r A l  M o u n d  P r o v ^ n i f n c i * M o u n f l v  i 1 1 p  f n n r f t VPd  v m  T u s c a l o o s a $i i m ^ o r v  i I I *  J f - 1 T I

W n u n d v  l 1 1 e  En<j rnvP<1  v ^ f '  W i j c j m s

M o u n d v 1 1 1 p  [ n o r a v p r l  v a r  H p m p h i  ) 1

Mo mp kJ ? o n # S M o u n d v  1 1 1 ^  E n c j r a v P d  v a r  U n i j p f p r ^ m o d

M rtrvd J M o u n d v  1 1 1 p  l n c t s p d  v *v  i j n u p t e r n u n p d

C ^ r t h A g #  I n c i s p r t  v a r  M o o n  L<ifcp <ii i m n p r  v  * 1 l o  T

P r M o u n d v i  1 1p  \ n c * S P d  v f l r  M o u n d v i  M e

M o u n d v  i M  p  | o r  ♦ S p d  v a r  L a i  r o l l  t o n

S t  * U C  f w r  P 5 M o u n d V  i 1 1 P  |  n r  1 vf l t  ri n n w l  Bpnc l

M i s s i s s i p p i  P l m n  v a r  vai  r i o r  *  m a I p

Pi  ^ m n u n r i  V i r f f l r * Mu 1 h p r  r  y C r  P ^ k  M a r k  P d  V*V A 1 1 CP v 1 1 1 ** | . M »  M M 1 - f  T M

?r>np  P R a y t o w n  P l a i n  *f*c P n j w r
*— .. . _. ------ ------------------------------- -------- — —



«■
k )r » X >
fta
3

-  j  *-
-  c  c
t  C I X

* \ 1
u.

r  > r
C £  I
3  r  r
0  tr  - X X
5- >i  i  -
c  c  c
u

V >  ■ V
t r  ► i
k -  r  k x
7 c  -  c
*■
If C. k.

a a
Ur i L1

-  * c
r »  -  « x
4 * 3 k
*.• a c  -
it >  c
i ]
0 a
v k l>
V a c
< c t x »

k L
T c «-
C U  3
« w-

i/ Z
0 t  a
k a :  l

t  -  < ►
4- t  B Z
c — k i,"

a
k

L"'-
-  t

r -  I x X * * >
c I C
3 a -
C a  -£
4 ■ T  L
k fl 4 C
L. k l C V

C. *  -
D w

t—-
0  r * X X  X
t  0
-  Q
%r

Z
-  I s
-  c X X
* a
*  L

k 1 *  c
Z u

7 ^  fs  r  *  it  tf.
*■ +
i /

1 3 0



TABLt 9

A r t i f a c t  C o n t e n t  o f  M oun d  Z o n e s

Zoi ie
M u s s e l  
Sf>e 1 1

f a u n a l  
t m s

I  i H u e
De b r »a

G r o u n d  
S t o n e

F i f d  

LMub

A X X <.

6 k X X A

C
Li X X

t X
f a

VJ X
H K X X X X

1
J X X X X X
K
1
M X
n X X X
0
p K X X X
u S t e r  * l e b t t o f l  '  fc S 1 t e b i e t  i t e S » e  r- 1 I t *

S o  i 1 s SO 1 1 b Sc  » 1 s S o i l s S o  i 1 a



o r i e n t a t i o n .  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  S t r u c t u r e  4 ,  a l l  premound s t r u c t u r e s  

w ere  r e c t a n g l e s  w i t h  t h e  long  a x i s  o r i e n t e d  a b o u t  26 d e g r e e s  s o u t h  of 

t r u e  e a s t .  L a t e r ,  when t h e  premound zone  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  s u r f a c e  f o r  

i n i t i a l  mound c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  each  new and l a r g e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e  

r e t a i n e d  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s  o f  e x p a n s i o n .

This  development can be compared t o  a s e r i e s  of  n e s t e d  b o x e s .

T h i s  c r e a t i o n  of a r i t u a l  space  became t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  a r o u n d  which  

a community fo rm ed .  The s e p a r a t e n e s s  of  t h e  premound s t r u c t u r e s  from 

t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  community was em phas ized  by a l i n e  of 

p o s tm o ld s  t h a t  s u r r o u n d e d  th e  p e r i m e t e r  of t h e  p ranound  zone and 

m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  same o r i e n t a t i o n  a s  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  T h i s  p a r t i t i o n  or  

f e n c e  formed an e n c l o s e d  compound.  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  

premound compound and i n i t i a l  mound s t a g e B  was r e p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  l a y o u t  

of  a a e r i e s  of  p a l i s a d e  l i n e s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  s e v e r a l  s e q u e n t i a l  e p i s o d e s  

of  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  U n l ik e  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  b a s t i o n e d  p a l i s a d e  200 m wes t  of 

t h e  mound, o n ly  one of  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  p a l i s a d e  l i n e s  ( t h e  i n n e r  

p a l i s a d e s )  had an o b v io u s  b a s t i o n ,  so p e r h a p s  t h e i r  p u rp o s e  was t o  

d e m a r c a t e  s y m b o l i c a l l y  a s p e c i a l  s o c i a l  s p a c e .  T h e r e f o r e  d u r i n g  t h e  

S u m m e rv i l l e  I phase  a i n n e r  p a l i s a d e  l i n e  ( r e b u i l t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s )  

e n c l o s e d  a f e n c e d - o f f  p ranound  compound.

The premound s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  s i z e  and form when 

compared t o  t h e  d o m e s t i c  d w e l l i n g s .  The i n i t i a t i o n  of  t h e  premound 

p r e c i n c t  b e g i n s  w i t h  a s l i g h t l y  more e l a b o r a t e  v e r s i o n  of  a d o m e s t i c  

d w e l l i n g ,  S t r u c t u r e  3 .  S t r u c t u r e  4 may be c o n te m p o ra ry  o r  s l i g h t l y  

e a r l i e r .  The n e x t  two b u i l d i n g  s e q u e n c e s  ( S t r u c t u r e s  2 and SA, 

S t r u c t u r e s  1 and 5B) r e p r e s e n t  p a i r e d  c o n tem poraneous  b u i l d i n g s .  The 

Bmal le r  s t r u c t u r e s  a p p e a r  to  be more s u b s t a n t i a l l y - b u i l t  v e r s i o n s  of
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d o m e s t i c  d w e l l i n g s  b u t  t h e  a d j a c e n t  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  c l e a r l y  

s p e c i a l i z e d  s t r u c t u r e s .  The p a i r e d  b u i l d i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  span  what  must 

be a t  l e a s t  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  H i s s i s s i p p i a n  

o c c u p a t  i o n .

T h i s  c r e a t i o n  of  a c e r e m o n i a l  p r e c i n c t  on t h e  premound s u r f a c e  

p r o v i d e s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  theme o f  w o r ld  r e n e w a l  t h a t  some s c h o l a r s  have  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  mound c e r e m o n i a l i s m .  T h e re  w ere  no s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  

upon th e  s u r f a c e  of  Zone 0 ,  t h e  f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e .  T h i s  i m p l i e s  

t h a t  t h e  p r im a ry  sym bo l ic  f u n c t i o n  of  t h i s  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  of  mound 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  was to  co v e r  a p r e v i o u s  " p o l l u t e d "  s u r f a c e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  

s e r v e  a s  a f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  an i m p o r t a n t  b u i l d i n g .

What s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  p roduced  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n ?  P e rh ap s  

an i n f l u e n t i a l  i n d i v i d u a l  s p o n s o r e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  a c e r e m o n i a l  p r e c i n c t  

t h a t  became t h e  r i t u a l  f o c u s  f o r  a number of  s u r r o u n d i n g  h o u s e h o l d s .

Such an a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e  c o u l d  have s t i m u l a t e d  k in smen  and o t h e r s  t o  

p roduce  s u r p l u s e s  t o  be consumed in  c e r e m o n i a l  f e a s t s  o v e r  w h ich  th e  

i n d i v i d u a l  p r e s i d e d  a s  h o s t .  The sequence  from th e  i n i t i a l  S t r u c t u r e  3 

and 4 p a i r  t o  t h e  S t r u c t u r e  2 and 5A p a i r  c o u ld  be i n t e r p r e t e d  aB th e  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  a d o m e s t i c  h o u s e h o ld  i n t o  a s p e c i a l i z e d  r i t u a l  

f a c i l i t y .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  may have  been e s t a b l i s h e d  by a 

d e s c e n t  g roup  o r  o t h e r  c o r p o r a t e  u n i t  t h a t  th e n  e i t h e r  promoted  a member 

(o r  t h r o u g h  w hich  a member p romoted  h i m s e l f )  t o  a f o rm a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  

a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .

V h i l e  1 s e e  no way to  e s t a b l i s h  which  of t h e s e  s c e n a r i o s  l e d  t o  t h e  

o b s e r v e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  l a y o u t ,  I p r o p o s e  t h a t :  ( 1 )  an  i n d i v i d u a l  or  

i n d i v i d u a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l e r  s t r u c t u r e  had a c e n t r a l  r o l e  in
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t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  took  p l a c e  iD th e  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g ;  (2 )  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

p r o x i m i t y  of  t h e  s m a l l e r  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  l a r g e  c e r e m o n ia l  b u i l d i n g  may 

h ave  had t h e  symbol ic  e f f e c t  of  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  s a c r e d  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  a 

p o s i t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y ;  and ( 3 )  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  of  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t e s  a n d ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  r o l e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  them, 

became f o r m a l i z e d  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  th r o u g h  t i m e .  Th is  p a t t e r n e d ,  

r e p e t i t i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  was n o t  i d i o s y n c r a t i c  o r  te m p o ra ry  

but  c l e a r l y  t r a n s c e n d e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o r  l i f e t i m e  of  a s i n g l e  

i n d i v i d u a l .  I f  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  t h e  p a i r e d  s t r u c t u r e s  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  

e p i s o d e s  over  t im e  does  i n d i c a t e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of mound 

a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  s o c i a l  r o l e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  them, what  w ere  t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s ?

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and s p a t i a l  l a y o u t  a l o n e  does  n o t  p r o v id e  

s u f f i c e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  m o u n d - r e l a t e d  

a c t i v i t i e s  t h ro u g h  a n a l y s i s  of  a s s o c i a t e d  a r t i f a c t s .  I f  t h e  mound zone 

was t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  s p e c i a l i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e n  some m a t e r i a l  

c o r r e l a t e s  s h o u ld  s u r v i v e .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  mound a r t i f a c t  p a t t e r n  s h o u ld  

d i f f e r  from a r t i f a c t s  r e c o v e r e d  in  o t h e r  community or  d o m e s t i c  c o n t e x t s .  

Only th ro u g h  com par i son  of  a r t i f a c t  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  d i f f e r e n t  community 

c o n t e x t s  can the  b r o a d e r  s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  be p e r c e i v e d .

E v id en ce  o f  Hound A c t i v i t i e s : A r t i f a c t s .  E c o f a c t s . and F e a t u r e s

Upon i n i t i a l  i n s p e c t i o n ,  a r t i f a c t s  r e c o v e r e d  f rom t h e  mound d id  n o t  

a p p e a r  t o  d i f f e r  r e m a rk a b ly  from m a t e r i a l s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  d o m e s t i c  

r e f u s e .  S t i l l ,  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t o  c o n n e c t  some of t h e s e  i t e m s  t o  th e  

themes  o f  r i t u a l  and f e a s t i n g .  The most  ab u n d an t  i t e m s  were  p o t s h e r d s  

and an im al  b one .  L i t h i c  d e b r i s  and a r t i f a c t s ,  n e v e r  ab u n d an t  in
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S um m e rv i l l e  d o m e s t i c  c o n t e x t s  ( A l l a n  1 9 8 3 ) ,  a r e  even  l e a s  p l e n t i f u l  and 

d i v e r s e  i n  mound c o n t e x t s .  The few l i t h i c  a r t i f a c t s  i n c l u d e d  a number 

o f  t o o l s :  two s h a f t  d r i l l s ;  a s i n g l e  m i c r o d r i l l  (< 3 cm l o n g ) ;  one 

b i f a c e d  p e r f o r a t o r / g r a v e r ; and s e v e r a l  u n r e t o u c h e d ,  Madison a r r o w p o i n t s  

t h a t  were  d e p o s i t e d  p r i o r  t o  any use  t h a t  would  n e c e s s i t a t e  

r e s h a r p e n i n g .  The m i n u t e  amount of  d e b i t a g e  r e c o v e r e d  from s t r u c t u r e  

f l o o r s ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  v e r y  o c c a s i o n a l  t o o l  m a i n t a i n a n c e  (b u t  n o t  

p r o d u c t i o n )  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  mound.  Of t h r e e  w ho le  and tw e lv e  b roken  

g r e e n s t o n e  c e l t s  ( a x e s )  r e c o v e r e d  a t  Lubbub C re e k ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  ( 1 4 .4  cm) 

was found  in  t h e  mound f i l l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  f o u r  c e l t  f r a g m e n t s .

S e v e r a l  a r t i f a c t s  imply s p e c i a l  p u rp o s e  i t e m s  t h a t  m i g h t  be 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a r i t u a l  f o r m a t .  The o n l y  l i t h i c  m a t e r i a l s  u n iq u e  t o  

t h e  mound w ere  u n m o d i f i e d  mica  ( m u s c o v i t e )  f r a g m e n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

S t r u t u r e  5A. A n o n l o c a l  r e s o u r c e ,  m ica  1b p r o b a b ly  an e l e m e n t  of  

coetume or  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  A g round  s a n d s t o n e  d i s k  f r a g m e n t  was found  on 

th e  f l o o r  of  S t r u c t u r e  5B. The edge  of t h i s  d i s k  i s  n o t c h e d  and i n c i s e d  

w i t h  c o n c e n t r i c  c i r c l e s .  The on ly  o t h e r  d i s k  f r a g m e n t s  came from 

S t r u c t u r e  7 in  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Ground s a n d s t o n e  d i s k s  w i t h  n o t c h e s ,  

c i r c l e s ,  and S o u t h e r n  C u l t  m o t i f s  have been  fo u n d  most  o f t e n  a t  

M o u n d v i l l e ,  t h e  p r o b a b l e  s o u r c e  of t h e i r  r e g i o n a l  d i s p e r s a l ,  e i t h e r  in  

mounds o r  b u r i a l s  (Webb and  D e J a r n e t t e  1 9 4 2 : 2 8 7 - 2 9 1 ) .  Specimens  have  

been  r e c o v e r e d  w i t h  t r a c e s  of p ig m e n t ,  t h u s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  they  

a r e  " p a l e t t e s "  ( W a l t h a l l  1 9 8 0 ) .

Numerous l a r g e  lumps o f  c h a l k ,  h e m a t i t e ,  l i m o n i t e  and b r e c c i a  

c a p a b l e  of  p r o d u c in g  w h i t e ,  r e d , a n d  y e l lo w  p ig m e n t s  were  p r e s e n t .  

A l th o u g h  t h e  s i z e  and d e n s i t y  of  t h e s e  m i n e r a l  lumps found  a t  t h e  mound 

were  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  t h e y  were comnonly e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  v i l l a g e  c o n t e x t s  as
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w e l l .  In  s h o r t ,  w h i l e  t h e  m i c a ,  the  a t o n e  d i s k  f r a g m e n t  and p ig m e n ts

may i n d i c a t e  r i t u a l  p a r a p h e r n a l i a ,  on ly  t h e  t i n y  s c r a p  of  mica  was

u n iq u e  t o  t h e  mound c o n t e x t .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  an a w l - l i k e  implement made

from t h e  u l n a  of  a b o b c a t  (Lvnx r u f u s ) r e c o v e r e d  f rom t h e  mound was a

u n iq u e  i t e m  found nowhere e l s e  on th e  s i t e .

F a u n a l  r e m a in s ,  a n a l y z e d  by Susan S c o t t  ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  a r e  p e r h a p s  more

r e v e a l i n g  a b o u t  mound a c t i v i t i e s  t h a n  t h e  l i m i t e d  amount of  l i t h i c

a r t i f a c t s .  Bones of  s e v e r a l  b i r d  s p e c i e s  w ere  u n iq u e  t o  t h e  mound:

C a r o l i n a  p a r a k e e t  ( C o n u r o p s i s  c a r o l i n e n s i s ) ;  c a r d i n a l  ( C a r d i n a l l i s

c a r d i n a l i s ) :  b l u e j a y  ( C v a n o c i t t a  c r i s t a t e ) :  crow ( Corpus  b r a c h v r v n c h o s ) :

m o c k in g b i r d / b ro w n  t h r a s h e r  (M im idae):  and a m e r l i n  ( F a l c o  c f .

c o l u m a r i u s ) .  R a t h e r  t h a n  fo o d  i t a n B ,  t h e s e  r e m a i n s  a r e  most l i k e l y

p a r t s  of  cos tume o r  r i t u a l  p a r a p h e r n a l i a .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  th e  F re n c h

o b s e r v e r s  m e n t io n  b i r d  symbol ism in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  Natchez  and Taensa

t e m p l e s :  c a rv e d  wooden b i r d s  a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  r o o f  and s t u f f e d  b i r d s

a round  t h e  " a l t a r "  (Swanton 1 9 1 1 : 1 6 4 ) .

S c o t t  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  c o l o r s  r e d ,  w h i t e ,  b l a c k ,  and b l u e  r e p r e s e n t e d

in  t h e  b irds '*  plumnage s y m b o l ized  th e  c a r d i n a l  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  a p e r v a s i v e

h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  cosmology,  and goes  on t o  o b s e r v e  t h a t :

Remains of  a crow were  r e c o v e r e d  from th e  san d  f i l l  of  t h e  f o u r t h  
b u i l d i n g  s t a g e  (USN 4 5 3 4 ) .  B l i t z  i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  l a y e r s  o f  sand  
f i l l  a s  b u i l d i n g  s t a g e s ,  w i t h  s u p e r im p o s e d  c l a y  s t r a t a  l e n d i n g  
s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  f i n a l  shape  of  t h e  mound and  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  
s u r f a c e  upon w hich  s t r u c t u r e s  were  e r e c t e d .  Among t h e  Choctaw, 
"crow f e a t h e r s  i n d i c a t e d  mourn ing  and w ere  t h e  o n ly  o n e s  t h a t  
c o u l d  be pu t  on when t h e r e  had been  a d e a t h  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  I t  was 
p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  c h i e f s  who used  them, however ,  t h e  o t h e r s  c o n f i n i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b l a c k  c l o t h "  (Swanton 1 9 3 1 : 4 4 ) .  The i n c l u s i o n  of  
t h i s  s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  sand f i l l  s u g g e s t s  a p o s s i b l e  im p e tu s  f o r  t h e  
p e r i o d i c  a c c r e t i o n  of  t h e  mound [ S c o t t  1 9 8 3 : 3 4 9 - 3 5 0 ] .

The c a r d i n a l  r e m a in s  s r e  a l s o  of i n t e r e s t  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  r o l e  t h i s

1 3 6



b i r d  p l a y e d  i n  N a tchez  cosm ology .  A c c o rd in g  t o  Le Page du P r a t z :

They s a i d  t h a t  a g r e a t  r a i n  f e l l  on t h e  e a r t h  so a b u n d a n t l y  and 
d u r i n g  such  a l o n g  t im e  t h a t  i t  was c o m p l e t e l y  c o v e r e d  e x c e p t  a 
v e r y  h i g h  m o u n t a in  w h e re  some men saved  t h e m s e l v e s ;  t h a t  a l l  f i r e  
b e i n g  e x t i n g u i s h e d  on t h e  e a r t h  a l i t t l e  b i r d  named c o u v - o u v . w h ich  
i s  e n t i r e l y  r e d  ( i t  i s  c a l l e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  t h e  c a r d i n a l  b i r d ) ,  
b r o u g h t  i t  f rom h e a v e n .  I  u n d e r s t o o d  by t h a t  t h a t  t h e y  had 
f o r g o t t e n  a lm o s t  a l l  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  d e l u g e ,  e t c .  [Swanton 
1911:177]

Food c o n s u m p t io n  i s  a l s o  i m p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s .  S c o t t  

compared f a u n a l  samples  be tween  mound and v i l l a g e  c o n t e x t s .  By bone 

w e i g h t ,  l a r g e  mammals ( p r i n c i p a l l y  d e e r )  d o m i n a te  b o t h  mound and v i l l a g e  

s a m p l e s .  However,  d e e r  m a n d i b l e s ,  h i n d l i m b s  and e s p e c i a l l y  f o r e l i m b  

s k e l e t a l  e l e m e n t s  w ere  o v e r r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  mound d e b r i s .  S i m i l a r  

o v e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  d e e r  s k e l e t a l  e l e m e n t s  have  

been  i n t e r p r e t e d  as  d i f f e r e n t i a l  a c c e s s  by an e l i t e  a t  o t h e r  

M i s s i B s i p p i a n  s i t e s  ( e . g .  Bogan 1 9 8 0 : 4 4 ) .  B ecause  o b s e r v e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  

be tw ee n  mound and  v i l l a g e  sam ples  were  n o t  g r e a t  and bone  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  

p r e s e n t e d  c o m p a r a t i v e  p ro b le m s ,  S c o t t  ( 1 9 8 3 : 3 5 6 - 3 3 7 )  a d v i s e d  c a u t i o n  a s  

t o  w h e t h e r  t h i s  p a t t e r n  cou ld  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  of  p r e f e r e n t i a l  

h i g h - s t a t u s  a c c e s s  t o  c h o i c e  c u t s  o f  v e n i s o n .  The o n ly  m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  t h e  two f a u n a l  sam p les  was t h e  much h i g h e r  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of  f i s h  

( p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a t f i s h )  and t u r t l e s  i n  t h e  mound s a m p le .  C l e a r l y ,  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  of food c o n s u m p t io n  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  

t h e  mound and v i l l a g e  samples  b u t  i t  c a n n o t  be assumed t h a t  a c c e s s  i s  

r e s t r i c t e d  t o  an e l i t e .  F i n a l l y ,  a lm os t  h a l f  of  t h e  mouse or  r a t  bones  

r e c o v e r e d  a t  Lubbub C reek  came from t h e  mound.  P e rh a p s  t h i s  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i s  "a s u b t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  v i l l a g e  s t o r e s "  

( S c o t t  1 9 8 3 : 3 5 6 ) .

Two e l e m e n t s  of  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  mound c e r e m o n i a l i s m  e x p e c t e d
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t o  l e a v e  some p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  i f  p r e s e n t  i n  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d ,  a r e :

( 1 )  t h e  e t e r n a l  f i r e ,  and  ( 2 )  p la c e m e n t  of  t h e  d i s a r t i c u l a t e d  b o n e s  of

d e c e a s e d  c h i e f s  o r  o t h e r  m enbers  o f  t h e  d e s c e n t  g roup  i n t o  b a s k e t s  o r

wooden c o n t a i n e r s ,  d e p o s i t e d  upon a sm al l  " a l t a r "  w i t h i n  a compar tment

i n s i d e  t h e  t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  s t r u c t u r e .

R e f e r e n c e  t o  b o t h  may be found  i n  a d e s c r i p t i o n ,  by La Page du

P r a t z ,  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l s  o f  a N atchez  t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  house

s i t u a t e d  on t o p  of a mound:

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h i s  t e m p le  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  u nequa l  p a r t s  by a 
l i t t l e  w a l l  w hich  c u t s  i t  f rom t h e  r i s i n g  t o  t h e  s e t t i n g  s u n .  The 
p a r t  i n t o  which  one e n t e r s  may be 20 f e e t  w ide  and t h e  o t h e r  may be 
10,  b u t  i n  t h i s  second  p a r t  i t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  gloomy, b e c a u s e  t h e r e  
i s  o n ly  one o p e n i n g ,  w hich  i s  t h e  d oo r  of  t h e  tem ple  i t s e l f ,  which 
i s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e  l i t t l e  c o n m u n ie a t in g  do o r  i s  n o t  
c a p a b l e  o f  l i g h t i n g  t h e  second  p a r t .

T h e re  i s  n o t h i n g  r e m a r k a b l e  i n  t h e  i n s i d e  of  t h e  t e m p le  exce p t  
a t a b l e  o r  a l t a r  a b o u t  4 f e e t  h igh  and 6 long  by 2 b r o a d .  On t h i s  
t a b l e  i s  a c o f f e r  made of  cane  s p l i n t s  v e r y  w e l l  worked ,  in  which  
a r e  t h e  bones  of t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  Sun.  The e t e r n a l  f i r e  i s  i n  t h i s  
f i r s t  p a r t  of  t h e  t e m p l e .  I n  t h e  o t h e r  and more s e c l u d e d  p a r t  
n o t h i n g  can be d i s t i n q u i s h e d  e x c e p t  two p l a n k s  worked by hand  on 
w h ich  a r e  many m i n u te  c a r v i n g s  ( p l u s i e r s  m i n u t e s ) which one i s  
u n a b l e  t o  make o u t ,  owing t o  t h e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  l i g h t  [ i n  Swanton 
1911:162]  .

T h e re  a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  Lubbub premound b u i l d i n g s  

t h a t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  a r e m a r k a b l e  d e g r e e  w i t h  Le P a g e ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n :  ( 1 )  

i n t e r n a l  s u b d i v i s i o n ;  (2 )  r a i s e d  h e a r t h  p l a t f o r m s  a s  would  be e x p e c t e d  

f o r  an  e t e r n a l  f i r e ;  (3 )  i n t e r i o r  p os tm o ld  p a t t e r n  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end 

of  S t r u c t u r e  5B t h a t  d u p l i c a t e s  t h e  " a l t a r "  f o r  t h e  bone c a s k e t s ;  and 

( 4 )  an  i n t e r i o r  c l a y  s t e p  i n  S t r u c t u r e  5B t h a t  p o s s i b l y  m a rks  t h e  

l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  " l i t t l e  com m unica t ing  d o o r " .

The o n ly  human b u r i a l  found  i n  t h e  mound a r e a  was th e  c ran ium  of a 

one t o  two y e a r  o ld  c h i l d  p l a c e d  i n  a s m a l l  p i t  o r  p o s t h o l e  w i t h i n  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  of  S t r u c t u r e  5B w i t h o u t  any accompanying  a r t i f a c t s  ( F i g u r e
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1 9 ) .  The p la c e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  w a l l  a l i g n m e n t  s u g g e s t s  a  d e d i c a t o r y

s a c r i f i c e .  I n f a n t  and c h i l d  c r a n i a ,  a p p a r e n t l y  i n t e n d e d  a s  r i t u a l

a c c o m p an im en ts ,  have been  fo u n d  i n  o t h e r  mound c o n t e x t s  a t  M o u n d v i l l e

and a t  Seven Mile  i s l a n d ,  a M o u n d v i l l e  v a r i a n t  s i t e  on t h e  c e n t r a l

T e n n e ss e e  R iv e r  ( P e e b l e s  1971;  Webb and D e J a r n e t t e  1 9 4 2 ) .

A c o n n e c t i o n  be tw een  i n f a n t  s a c r i f i c e  and t h e  c y c l e  of  m ound / tem p le

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h r o u g h  a s t r a n g e  i n c i d e n t

w i t n e s s e d  by I b e r v i l l e .  I b e r v i l l e  was p r e s e n t  i n  1700 among t h e  Taensa

when l i g h t n i n g  s e t  t h e i r  t e m p le  a f i r e :

These s a v a g e s ,  t o  a p p e a s e  t h e  S p i r i t ,  who th e y  s a i d  w s b  a n g r y ,  
th rew  f i v e  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e  f i r e  of t h e  t e m p l e . . .  An o ld  
man of abou t  65 y e a r s ,  who a p p e a r e d  t o  be t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r i e s t ,  was 
n e a r  t h e  f i r e ,  c r y i n g  i n  a loud v o i c e :  "Women, b r i n g  your  c h i l d r e n  
t o  s a c r i f i c e  them t o  t h e  S p i r i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a p p e a s e  h i m " . . .  The 
a c t i o n  of  t h e s e  women was r e g a r d e d  by them a s  one of t h e  f i n e s t  one  
c o u l d  m a k e . . . [ in  Swanton 1 9 1 1 : 2 6 6 - 2 6 7 ] .

No a s s o c i a t e d  m u l t i p l e ,  d i s a r t i c u l a t e d  human r e m a i n s  w ere  l o c a t e d  

t h a t  w ou ld  s u p p o r t  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  premound s t r u c t u r e s  had a 

c h a r n e l  f u n c t i o n  b u t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t ,  i f  bone b a s k e t s  were  once  

p r e s e n t ,  they  were u l t i m a t e l y  removed e l s e w h e r e  w i t h  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  

e p i s o d e s .  M or tuary  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  such  a s c e n a r i o  was found  in  

two d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r m e n t s  a d j a c e n t  to  t h e  mound.  A d e p o s i t  of  

d i s a r t i c u l a t e d ,  s t a c k e d  b u n d l e s  of  bones  ( B u r i a l  9 ,  USN 7 8 4 0 ) ,  r e f e r e d  

t o  a s  an  o s s u a r y  ( F i g u r e  2 0 ) ,  c o n t a i n e d  p o r t i o n s  of  37 a d u l t s ,  t h r e e  

i n f a n t s ,  two c h i l d r e n  and one a d o l e s c e n t  ( P o w e l l  1 9 8 3 : 4 6 0 ) .  These 

s t a c k e d  b u n d le s  had t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  h av in g  been  p l a c e d  i n  some 

p e r i s h a b l e  c o n t a i n e r s  o r  bound t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  no r e m a i n s  of t h e s e  w ere  

f o u n d .  The second  i n t e r m e n t  ( B u r i a l  5 ,  USN 6310)  was a cache  o f  s t a c k e d  

a d u l t  c a l v a r i a  ( t o p  p o r t i o n  of  c r a n iu m )  p l a c e d  over  th e  d i s a r t i c u l a t e d  

b u n d le d  r e m a in s  of  an a d u l t  f e n a l e  who i n  t u r n  was p l a c e d  a t o p  t h e
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c a l v a r i u m  of  a c h i l d  ( F i g u r e  2 1 ) .

A d i r e c t  h i s t o r i c  a n a lo g y  p r o v i d e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h i s  p a t t e r n  a s  

w e l l .  The p h y s i c a l  r a n a i n s  w ere  a n a l y z e d  by Mary Powell  ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  who 

c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p a r a l l e l s  be tw een  t h e s e  b u r i a l s  and t h e  e l a b o r a t e  

m o r t u a r y  program of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Choctaws .  As r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  

d e f i n i t i v e  c o m p i l a t i o n  by Swanton ( 1 9 3 1 ) ,  t h e  Choctaw m o r t u a r y  program 

i n c l u d e d  te m p o ra ry  s c a f f o l d i n g ,  d e f l e s h i n g  and b u n d l i n g  of  t h e  b o n e s ,  

f u n e r a l  f e a s t s  i n v o l v i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  o p p o s i t e  m o i e t i e s ,  and 

conveyance  of  t h e  bones  w i t h i n  a b a s k e t r y  o r  wooden c o n t a i n e r  t o  a 

t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  s t r u c t u r e  [ t h e  word "Tombigbee" i s  a c o r r u p t i o n  of  t h e  

Choctaw i t o m b i . "box" or  " c o f f i n "  and i k b i . "m ak e r s "  ( B y in g t o n  1 9 1 5 ) ] .  

Under c i r c u m s t a n c e s  no t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  a c c o u n t s ,  t h e  bone 

c o n t a i n e r s  were  p e r i o d i c a l l y  removed from th e  c h a r n e l  and b u r i e d  

t o g e t h e r .  Powell  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  two mass  b u r i a l s  a r e  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  

of  a s i m i l a r  m o r t u a r y  p rog ram .

Ceramic V a r i a b i l i t y  a s  .a Measure o f  M o u n d - r e l a t e d  A c t i v i t i e s  

In  s m a l l - s c a l e  s o c i e t i e s ,  r i t u a l  f e a s t s  a r e  o f t e n  an  i m p o r t a n t  a r e n a  

f o r  s t a t u s  c o m p e t i t i o n  and s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  Food was  consumed a t  t h e  

mound and q u a n t i t i e s  of  b roken  p o t t e r y  were  r e c o v e r e d .  I f  t h e  mound was 

t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  s p e c i a l i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s — f e a s t s  o r  s t o r a g e — th e n  t h e  

mound and v i l l a g e  p o t t e r y  sam p les  m ig h t  v a r y  i n  an  i n f o r m a t i v e  way.

For i n s t a n c e ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  r a t i o  of s e r v i n g  t o  c o o k in g  w a re s  

i n  mound and v i l l a g e  sam p le s  m ig h t  i n d i c a t e  an  em phas i s  on s uch  

a c t i v i t i e s  and p e r h a p s  p r o v i d e  a s u b t l e  m e a su re  of  s t a t u s  o r  w e a l t h  

(Drennan 1 976 ) .  The c o o k i n g / s e r v i n g  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  Lubbub Creek 

p o t t e r y  may be i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  c o a r s e  t e m p e r / f i n e  temper  d ic ho tom y in
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p a s t e  c o m p o s i t i o n .  T e c h n o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  c o a r s e  s h e l l  temper  

i s  r e s i s t a n t  t o  th e rm a l  shock  w h e r e a s  f i n e  s h e l l  temper ( o f t e n  mixed 

w i t h  v e r y  f i n e  g r o g )  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h i n ,  d u r a b l e  w a l l s  i n  v a r i o u s  shapes  

( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 3 : 3 3 - 4 5 ) .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  c o a r s e  s h e l l  temper  h i g h l y  

c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  u n b u r n i s h e d  p o t t e r y  and f i n e  s h e l l  temper  h i g h l y  

c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  b u r n i s h e d ,  b l a c k - f i l m e d  p o t t e r y .  Because  t h e  b l a c k -  

f i l m e d  s u r f a c e  i s  d e s t r o y e d  when exposed  t o  f i r e ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h i s  

w are  was u sed  f o r  c o o k in g  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 3 : 3 3 ) .

Based on t h e s e  c r i t e r i a ,  t h e  u n d e c o r a t e d  t y p e s  have been  d i v i d e d  

i n t o  b u r n i s h e d  and u n b u r n i s h e d  c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  th e  

s e r v i n g / c o o k i n g  d i s t i n c t i o n  and compared be tw een  mound and v i l l a g e  

c o n t e x t s  (T ab le  1 0 ) .  Whi le  t h e  mound has  a s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  

of  s e r v i n g  w a r e ,  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  no t  v e r y  d r a m a t i c .  I t  would  a p p e a r  

t h a t  t h e  same b a s i c  r a t i o  o f  ware  c a t e g o r i e s  were  used  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

community w h e re v e r  c o o k in g  and s e r v i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  to o k  p l a c e .

Are t h e r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v e s s e l  shape c l a s s e s  

i n  mound and v i l l a g e  sam ples?  In  f i g u r e  2 2 ,  a b a r  g r a p h  of t h e  ma jor  

v e s s e l  s hapes  a r e  compared a s  p e r c e n t a g e s  of  t o t a l  c e r a m ic s  from mound 

and v i l l a g e  c o n t e x t s .  B o t t l e s ,  f l a r i n g  r im  bowls  and  s t a n d a r d  j a r s  a r e  

p r e s e n t  in  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  f r e q u e n c i e s  i n  t h e  mound s a m p le ,  w h i l e  a 

g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of  s im p l e  bowlB a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  sam ple .  

F o l lo w in g  t h e  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  and u s e  w ear  c r i t e r i a  o u t l i n e d  by 

S t e p o n a i t i s  (1983)  and H a l l y  ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  b o t t l e s  and f l a r i n g  r im  bowls a r e  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  have p r e d o m i n a t e l y  a s e r v i n g  f u n c t i o n ,  s t a n d a r d  j a r s  a 

cook ing  o r  s t o r a g e  f u n c t i o n ,  and s i m p l e  bowls  a c o ok ing  o r  s e r v i n g  

f u n c t i o n .

I s  t h e r e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c i e s  of
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T a b l e  1 0 .  R a t i o  o f  S e r v i n g  t o  C o o k i n g  War es:  V i l l a g e  and Mound S a m p l e s .

Sample Mo. of unburniahed 
p l a i n  aberda 

(cooking ware) 1

Mo. of burniahed 
p la i n  aberda 

( s e r v in g  ware) 2

S e r v in g :Cooking 
r a t i o

VILLAQE 44153 2921 . 0 6

MOUND 5307 416 . 0 8

1 M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a i n  v .  W a r r i o r . u n d e t e r m in e d
2 M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a i n  v .  M ale . B e l l  P l a i n
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F i g u r e  22 .  Bar Graph o f  th e  Hajo r  V esse l  Shapes Compared as  a P e r c e n t a g e  
o f  T o t a l  Ceramics from Mound and V i l l a g e  C o n t e x t s .
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F i g u r e  23 .  R e l a t i o n s h i p  Between O r i f i c e  D iam ete r  and V e s se l  
H e i g h t :  S t a n d a rd  J a r s  and S imple  Bowls.
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v e s s e l  s h a p e s  i n  t h e  mound and v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s ?  A c h i - s q u a r e d  t e s t  was 

c o n d u c te d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v e s s e l  s h a p e s  i s  

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  a c r o s s  mound and v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s .  The t e s t  

shows no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  v e s s e l  s h a p e s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  mound and t h e  v i l l a g e  (Tab le  11).

Given  t h a t  f u n c t i o n  can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  v e s s e l  shape  i n  o n ly  a 

g e n e r a l i z e d  way,  t h e  s i z e  r a n g e  w i t h i n  each  shape  c l a s s  m i g h t  be more  

i n f o r m a t i v e  a b o u t  mound a c t i v i t i e s .  As a l l  v e s s e l  s h a p e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  

s i z e ,  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  b o th  mound and v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

v e s s e l  s i z e  may be more  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o ;  (1 )  t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  s o c i a l  

g roup  and (2)  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  f o o d - p r o c e s s i n g  t a s k s .

P re s u m a b l y ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  vo lum e o f  f ood  consumed by a l a r g e  g roup  

w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  l a r g e r  c o o k i n g  and  s e r v i n g  v e s s e l s  t h a n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a 

s m a l l e r  g roup  of  p e o p l e  and t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  

(T u rn e r  and L o f g r e n  1966).  Of c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  

needs  o f  l a r g e - g r o u p  food  c o n s u m p t io n  cou ld  be met m e r e l y  w i t h  more  

v e s s e l s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  l a r g e r  v e s s e l s .  T h e re  a r e  e t h n o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

s t u d i e s  t h a t  have  d i s c o v e r e d  a weak bu t  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  

v e s s e l  s i z e  and s o c i a l  g roup  ( h o u s e h o ld )  s i z e  (Nelson  1981).  These 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  o f f e r e d  as  u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  T h i s  i s  an 

e m p i r i c a l  q u e s t i o n  t o  be exam ined  anew in  each  c a s e .  I f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  v e s B e l  s i z e  o c c u r ,  t h e n  i t  i s  a j u s t i f i e d  i n f e r e n c e  

(when s u p p o r t e d  by p a r a l l e l  l i n e s  o f  e v i d e n c e  such  a s  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s )  t o  

c o n c lu d e  t h a t  the  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  fo o d  c o n s u m p t io n  h a s  shaped  t h i s  

d i s t r i b u t i o n .

The v a r i e t y  of  food p r o c e s s i n g  t a s k s  i s  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  

v e s s e l  s i z e  r a n g e s .  E t h n o g r a p h i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s  have  n o te d  t h e
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c o r r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  fo o d  p r e p a r a t i o n  and o t h e r  

h o u s e h o ld  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  p o t t e r y  and t h e  use  of  d i f f e r e n t  

v e s s e l  s i z e s  (Nelson  1981 ,  1985). These  n e e d s  a r e  n e t  i n  t h e  

m a n u f a c t u r e  of  v a r i o u s  s i z e s  w i t h i n  eac h  shape  c l a s s ,  f r e q u e n t l y  

d e s i g n a t e d  by s p e c i f i c  names.  D o m es t i c  c o n t e x t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  most  d i v e r s e  s e t  of a c t i v i t i e s  and t h u s  have  th e  g r e a t e s t  

r a n g e  of s i z e s .  S p e c i a l i z e d  c o n t e x t s ,  w i t h  a l i m i t e d  s e t  of  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  have  a more r e s t r i c t e d  r a n g e  o f  B iz e s .

I f  t h e  mound i s  a s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t y  l o c a t i o n  o f  l a r g e - g r o u p  food  

c o n s u m p t io n  and i f  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e r a m i c  s a m p le  p r i m a r i l y  r e f l e c t s  s m a l l -  

g roup  h o u s e h o ld  u s e ,  t h e n  (1 )  a h i g h e r  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  l a r g e  

v e s s e l s  i s  e x p e c t e d  i n  mound c o n t e x t s  when compared  t o  v i l l a g e  c o n t e x t s ,  

and (2 )  t h e r e  s h o u ld  be a c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  n a r r o w e r  Bize r a n g e  i n  t h e  

mound s a m p l e  t h a n  i s  found  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  sam ple .  In  o r d e r  t o  e v a l u a t e  

theBe e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  was  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  v e s s e l  

s i z e .

Because  t h e  c e r a m i c  d a t a  c o n s i s t  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  s h e r d s ,  o r i f i c e  

d i a m e t e r  was  u sed  a s  an i n d i r e c t  e s t i m a t e  o f  v e s s e l  s i z e .  To t e s t  t h i s  

a s s u m p t i o n ,  a c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  was  c a l c u l a t e d  on  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e tw e e n  o r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r  and  v e s s e l  h e i g h t  f o r  a s am p le  o f  17 c o m p l e t e  

s t a n d a r d  ( g l o b u l a r )  j a r s  and 10 c o m p l e t e  s i m p l e  b ow ls  f ro m  M o u n d v i l l e .  

T h i s  t e s t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  o r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r  can be u s e d  a s  an 

i n d i r e c t  m e a s u re  o f  v e s s e l  s i z e  f o r  t h e s e  shape  c l a s s e s  a t  Lubbub Creek  

( F i g u r e  23) .

O r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r  and h e i g h t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f o r  o t h e r  bowl fo rm s  w ere  

n o t  t e s t e d  w i t h  w ho le  v e s s e l s .  However ,  i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  o r i f i c e
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T a b l e  1 1 -  C h i - s q u a r e d  T e s t :  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  V e s s e l  S h a p e s  A c r o s s  Mound
a n d  V i l l a g e  S a m p l e s .

MOUND VILLAGE

S im ple  Bowl 32 125 157

F l a r .  Rim Bowl 46 108 154

S t a n d a r d  J a r 34 66 100

B o t t l e 16 34 50

128 333 461

Ho : D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v e s s e l  shape  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  a c r o s s
mound and  v i l l a g e  samples  (random d i s t r i b u t i o n ) .

X2 “ 6 , 3 7 ,  d f  » 3 ,  p > .0 5 ;  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  a c c e p t e d .
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d i a m e t e r  can be u sed  a s  an  i n d i r e c t  m e a s u r e  o f  v e s s e l  s i z e  f o r  t h e s e  

fo r m s  a s  w e l l ,  b e c a u s e  o r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r  and h e i g h t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( a l s o  

o r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r  and  maximum d i a m e t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  [N e lson  1985 :313-  

3 1 4 ] )  a r e  a  f u n c t i o n  of  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e  g e o m e t r i c  f o r m s  

r e p r e s e n t e d .  B o t t l e  f o r m s  w e re  e x c lu d e d  b e c a u s e  so few r im  s h e r d s  o f  a 

m e a s u r a b l e  s i z e  w e re  r e c o v e r e d .

O r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r  was m e a su re d  f o r  each  r im  s h e r d  t h a t  p o s s e s s e d  

s h ap e  a t t r i b u t e s  t h ro u g h  t h e  u s e  of  a c e n t i m e t e r  t e m p l a t e .  G e n e r a l l y ,  

i t  was  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  s m a l l  s h e r d s  w i t h  an a r c  o f  l e s s  t h a n  a bou t  10 t o  

15 d e g r e e s  cou ld  no t  be as  p r e c i s e l y  m e asu re d  on t h e  t e m p l a t e  a s  l a r g e r  

r i m  s h e r d s  and so they  w ere  no t  u sed .  Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f u n c t i o n  can 

be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  v e s s e l  shape  i n  o n ly  t h e  most  g e n e r a l  s e n s e ,  t h e  b a s i c  

j a r / b o w l  d i s t i n c t i o n  p r e s e n t s  t h e  c l e a r e s t  f u n c t i o n a l  c o n t r a s t .  

S i z e / f r e q u e n c y  h i s t o g r a m s  o f  mound and v i l l a g e  j a r  and bowl f o r m s  a r e  

shown i n  f i g u r e  24.

Are t h e r e  s i z e  r a n g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  j a r s  and bow ls  b e tw e e n  mound 

and  v i l l a g e  c o n t e x t s ?  F o r  j a r s  ( c o o k i n g / s t o r a g e ) ,  a g r e a t e r  s i z e  r a n g e  

i s  f ound  i n  v i l l a g e  t h a n  i n  mound c o n t e x t s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  mound h a s  

an o v e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  l a r g e s t  v e s s e l s ,  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l e s t  s i z e s  

a b s e n t .  For bow ls  ( c o o k i n g / s e r v i n g ) ,  t h e  same p a t t e r n  h o ld s  t r u e .

Large  b o w ls  a r e  o v e r r e p r e s e n t e d  and th e  s m a l l  end of  t h e  r a n g e  i s  

a b s e n t .

A n o th e r  way t o  p e r c e i v e  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i s  t o  exam ine  c u m u l a t i v e  

c u r v e s  of  o r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r s  o f  j a r s  and b ow ls  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and mound 

s a m p l e s  ( F i g u r e s  25 and 26). These two d i s t r i b u t i o n s  w e re  t e s t e d  w i t h  

t h e  Mann-Whitney  U s t a t i s t i c  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  th e y  r e p r e s e n t  s a m p l e s  

drawn f rom t h e  same p o p u l a t i o n .  For j a r s ,  an e x t r e m e  v a l u e  (U-203)
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i n d i c a t e s  a  non-random p a t t e r n .  T h i s  U v a l u e  was  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a 

n o rm a l  l y —d i s t r i b u t e d  Z s t a t i s t i c  and t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  l e v e l  c o r r e c t e d  f o r  

t i e s  (Z* —3.629; 2 - t a i l e d  p .0001).  The same i s  t r u e  f o r  mound and 

v i l l a g e  b o w l s  (U-368.5; Z“  -3 .4 6 8 ;  2 - t a i l e d  p .0005).  Hound j a r s  and 

b o w ls  a r e  m i s s i n g  th e  l o w e r  t a i l s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  d r a m a t i c  f o r  b o w ls  l e s s  t h a n  13 cm in  d i a m e t e r ,  b u t  1 am 

u n a b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  how o r  f o r  wha t  p u r p o s e  t h e s e  s m a l l  v e s s e l s  w e re  

u s e d .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s i r e s  of 

mound a n d  v i l l a g e  v e s s e l s .  These  r e s u l t s  a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  

t h a t  t h e  b r o a d  r a n g e  of  v e s s e l  s i z e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  s a m p le s  r e f l e c t s  a 

v a r i e t y  o f  d o m e s t i c  h o u s e h o ld  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h i l e  the  n a r r o w e d  r a n g e  i n  

t h e  mound s u g g e s t s  p r i m a r y  e m p h a s i s  on l a r g e - g r o u p  fo o d  c o n s u m p t io n  and 

p e r h a p s  s t o r a g e .

S u m m a r y

E v i d e n c e  f o r  a p o s s i b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  r i t u a l ,  

f e a s t i n g  a n d  th e  em ergence  of s a n c t i f i e d  a u t h o r i t y  was  u n c o v e re d  a t  t h e  

Lubbub C r e e k  s i t e  t h ro u g h  e x c a v a t i o n  of  t h e  p l a t f o r m  mound. A s equence  

o f  p a i r e d ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  b u i l d i n g B  c r e a t e d  a c e r e m o n i a l  p r e c i n c t .  The 

s t r u c t u r e  p a i r s  a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a n a l o g u e s  o r  p r o t o t y p e s  of  t h e  

c h i e f ' s  r e s i d e n c e  and t e m p l e / c h a r n e l  b u i l d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i s t o r i c  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  mound c e r e m o n i a l i s m .

M o u n d - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  l i n k e d  t o  r i t u a l  and f e a s t i n g  th r o u g h  

a r t i f a c t  a n d  e c o f s c t  a n a l y s i s .  Remains  of  c o s tu m e  and r i t u a l  

p a r a p h e r n a l i a  w e re  i d e n t i f i e d .  F a u n a l  r e m a i n s  r e v e a l  a d i s t i n c t  s o c i a l  

c o n t e x t  o f  food co n s u m p t io n  on t h e  mound when compared  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .
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F u n c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  c e r a m i c  s a m p l e s  f ro m  mound and v i l l a g e  

c o n t e x t s  w e re  compared .  T h e re  a r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v e s s e l  s h a p e s ,  nor  a r e  t h e r e  i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

t h e  r a t i o  of  s e r v i n g  t o  c o o k in g  w a r e s .  However ,  t h e  mound s a m p l e  h a s  a 

more r e s t r i c t e d  r a n g e  o f  v e s s e l  s i z e s  and d i s p o r t i o n a t e l y  l a r g e r  v e s s e l s  

th a n  t h e  v i l l a g e  sam p le .  These  r e s u l t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  mound a c t i v i t i e s  

i n c l u d e d  f e a s t s  i n  a r i t u a l  f o r m a t .  The r e b u i l d i n g  and c o n t i n u i t y  of  

mound a r c h i t e c t u r e  o v e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  as  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and a s s o c i a t e d  r o l e s .

156



C h a p t e r  VI

TOWARD THE SUMMERVILLE SETTLEMENT SYSTEM

L i k e  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t , M i s s i s s i p p i a n

f a m i l i e s  a l o n g  th e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s

in  s m a l l ,  d i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t s  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  r e f e r  to  a s  f a r m s t e a d s  or

h o m e s t e a d s .  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f a r m s t e a d s ,  when e x c a v a t e d ,  o f t e n  e x h i b i t  a

r e m a r k a b l e  d e g r e e  of  s i m i l a r i t y  in  Bize and c o m p o s i t i o n .  They a r e  s m a l l

s i t e s  of  one  o r  two s t r u c t u r e s  s u i t a b l e  t o  n u c l e a r - e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  u s e .

T y p i c a l l y ,  a r t i f a c t  a s s e m b l a g e s  i n d i c a t e  a common ra n g e  of  b a s i c

h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  c o l l e c t i n g ,  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  and raw m a t e r i a l  p r o c e s s i n g

t a s k s .  As more of t h e s e  s i t e s  a r e  e x c a v a t e d ,  i t  i s  becoming

i n c r e a s i n g l y  c l e a r  t h a t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f a r m s t e a d s  r e p r e s e n t  " t h e  d o m e s t i c

l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  i t s  s o c i a l  minimum" ( M u l le r  1 9 8 6 : 2 0 4 ) .

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  had s o c i a l  and economic  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t

c r e a t e d  o s c i l l a t i o n s  in  p o p u l a t i o n  n u c l e a t i o n  and d i s p e r s i o n .

S e t t l e m e n t  n u c l e a t i o n  f a v o r e d  d e f e n s e  and s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .

S e t t l e m e n t  d i s p e r s a l  f a v o r e d  e f f i c i e n t  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

Under t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s :

Many, i f  n o t  a l l ,  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  c o u ld  be g e n e r a l l y  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  h a v i n g  a s e t t l e m e n t  sy s tem  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  d i s p e r s e d  
f a r m s t e a d s  s u r r o u n d i n g  a l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  t h i s  system 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a f l e x i b l e  compromise s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  o p p o s in g  p r e s s u r e s
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of  optimum energy  u t i l i s a t i o n  and optimum s o c i a l - c o h e s i o n - b o u n d a r y -  
m a i n t a i n e n c e - a b i l i t i e B  [S m i th  1976:491]

Th i s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  m a tc h e s  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  s e t t l e m e n t  system 

q u i t e  w e l l .  Many s m a l l ,  d i s p e r s e d  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s  have  b een  l o c a t e d  

in  t h e  s tu d y  a r e a  ( F i g u r e s  2 - 3 ,  C h a p te r  I I I ) .  S i t e  s u rvey  h a s  been 

broad  b u t  o p p o r t u n i s t i c ,  and  l a r g e l y  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  u n f o r e s t e d  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  w i t h i n  b o u n d a r i e s  imposed by p r o j e c t  im pac t  a r e a s .

For  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s e s s  f a r m s t e a d  d e n s i t i e s  

w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  s u r v e y ,  b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  i s  known. 

T y p i c a l l y ,  s m a l l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s  a r e  o v a l  a r t i f a c t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  20 

m t o  40 m in  d i a m e t e r ,  l o c a t e d  on w e l l - d r a i n e d  sandy o r  loamy s o i l s  

s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n .  Based on s u r f a c e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  s i t e s  

w i t h  s h e r d s ,  l i t h i c s ,  m usse l  s h e l l  and somet imes  daub and midden  w e re  

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  f a r m s t e a d s ;  and s i t e s  w i t h  f ew er  t h a n  15 r e c o v e r e d  s h e r d s ,  

no daub or  midden were  c l a s s i f i e d  as  t r a n s i t o r y  camps ( J e n k i n s  e t  a l . 

1 9 7 5 : 7 4 ) .

F a rm s te a d  S u b s i s t e n c e  A c t i v i t i e s  

I n f o r m a t i v e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  in  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  

a r e  e v i d e n t  when a r t i f a c t s  and e c o f a c t s  a r e  compared be tw een  f a r m s t e a d s  

and t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  a t  Lubbub C re e k .  Because  t h e  f o u r  f a r m s t e a d s  

c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e  a r e  w id e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  th e y  d i d  n o t  a l l  a r t i c u l a t e  w i t h  

th e  Lubbub Creek  c e n t e r .  T ib b e e  Creek ,  K e l l o g g ,  and Yarborough  a r e  

c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  B u t l e r  or  L y o n ' s  B l u f f  l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  w h i l e  lGr2  i s  

c l o s e s t  t o  Lubbub C reek .  R e g a r d l e s s ,  a r t i f a c t  and  e c o f a c t  a s s e m b l a g e s  

may be compared a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  s i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  c a t e g o r i e s :  

f a r m s t e a d  and l o c a l  c e n t e r .  When t h i s  i s  done ,  u t l i t a r i a n  a r t i f a c t s  of  

s t o n e ,  bone ,  s h e l l  and p o t t e r y  a r e  h i g h l y  c o m p a ra b le ,
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L i t h i c  a s s e m b l a g e s  a t  b o th  f a r m e t e a d s  and  l o c a l  c e n t e r  e x h i b i t  

r a t h e r  low q u a n t i t y  and d i v e r s i t y  of  t o o l s  and d e b i t a g e .  F a r m s t e a d  

l i t h i c  t o o l  t y p e s  a r e  f e w ,  s i m p l e ,  and l o c a l l y - a v a i l a b l e  s t o n e  

p r e d o m i n a t e s .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  K o u n d v i l l e  p h a s e  f a r m s t e a d  

l i t h i c  a s s e m b l a g e s  a s  w e l l  ( M i s t o v i c h  1989),  The m os t  l i k e l y  

e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  many c u t t i n g  t o o l s  and o t h e r  i m p l e m e n t s  w e r e  made of  

p e r i s h a b l e  cane ,  wood, bone,  and s h e l l .  Th i s  was  t h e  ca s e  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  

h i s t o r i c  n a t i v e  s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  (Swanton  1911 :58) .

P e rh a p s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of  t h i s  l a c k  o f  e m p h a s i s  on l i t h i c  t e c h n o l o g y  

i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many M i s s i s s i p p i a n  t o o l s  a r e  m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  

L a t e  Woodland a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  a l s o  o c c u r  a t  t h e s e  B i t e s .  For t h i s  

r e a s o n ,  t o o l s  and e s p e c i a l l y  d e b i t a g e  a r e  n o t  e a s i l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  

c o m p o n en ts ,  and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  mixed  s a m p l e s  l i m i t s  a s s e m b l a g e  

c o m p a r i s o n  t o  s i m p l e  p r e s e n c e / a b s e n c e  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  Com par ison  of  t o o l s  

f rom M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f e a t u r e s ,  w h ich  p r o b a b ly  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  l e a s t  

c o n t a m i n a t i o n  f rom e a r l i e r  com ponen ts ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  f a r m s t e a d  and l o c a l  

c e n t e r  s h a r e  h i g h l y  r e d u n d a n t  i n v e n t o r i e s  (Tab le  12).

G r o u n d s to n e  p l a n t - p r o c e s s i n g  i m p l e m e n t s — p i t t e d  s t o n e s ,  m u l l e r s ,  

and m o r t a r s — a r e  on ly  r a r e l y  found  i n  c l e a r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c o n t e x t s  a t  

e i t h e r  s i t e  c a t e g o r y  b u t  r e c o v e r y  o f  g r o u n d s t o n e  f r a g m e n t s  f ro m  f e a t u r e s  

and  h o u s e  f l o o r s  s u g g e s t  t h e i r  u s e  was n o t  uncommon. The l a r g e  wooden 

m o r t a r  and l o n g - h a n d l e d  p e s t l e ,  w i d e s p r e a d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t ,  

was  p r o b a b l y  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p l a n t - p r o c e s s i n g  im p le m e n t .

The u s e  of  t h i s  t o o l  by M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  in  n o r t h e r n  Alabama i s  

i m p l i c a t e d  i n  a c t i v i t y  s t u d i e s  o f  o s t e o l o g i c a l  r e m a i n s  ( B r id g e s  1969).  

F lak e d  s t o n e  s c r a p e r s  and hoes  a r e  a l s o  l a r g e l y  a b s e n t  b u t  l a r g e
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T a b l e  12. U t i l i t a r i a n  A r t i f a c t s  Common t o  Both  Lubbub Creek  and 
F a r m s t e a d  D o m es t i c  C o n t e x t s .

FLAKE TOOLS:

P r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s
Pr e f  orms
S h a f t  d r i l l
Mi c r o d r i l l
P e r f o r a t o r / G r a v e r
Cobble  k n i f e / b i f a c e
Chopper

GROUND TOOLS:

G r e e n s t o n e  c e l t  ( a x e )  
Hammerstone 
A b rad e r

BONE/SHELL TOOLS:

A n t l e r  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  
F i s h h o o k  
A w l / P e r f o r a t o r  
Beaver  i n c i s o r  c h i s e l  
Mussel  s h e l l  h o e / s c r a p e r
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f r e s h w a t e r  m u s s e l  s h e l l s ,  p e r f o r a t e d  f o r  h a f t i n g  and e x i b i t i n g  edge 

w e a r ,  w e re  p r o b a b l y  u sed  f o r  t h e s e  t a s k s  (Cur ren  1981; W i l l i a m s  and 

B r a i n  1 9 8 3 :2 8 2 -2 8 4 ) .

P o t s h e r d s  a r e  t h e  most  ab u n d an t  a r t i f a c t s  a t  b o th  f a r m s t e a d s  and 

t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  Ceram ic  v e s s e l  f u n c t i o n ,  a s  m e a su re d  by v a r i a t i o n  in  

v e s s e l  form c a t e g o r i e s ,  i s  a p o t e n t i a l  s o u r c e  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  s i t e  

a c t i v i t i e s .  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  v e s s e l  fo rm  r e q u i r e s  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  of 

l a r g e  r i m  s h e r d s  b u t  t h e  f a r m s t e a d  s a m p l e s  t e n d  t o  be h i g h l y  f r a g m e n te d .  

C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  s am p le  Bize  i s  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d .  However ,  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

v e s s e l  fo rm s  can be g rouped  i n t o  a c o m p o s i t e  f a r m s t e a d  s h e r d  sam p le  

(N*85). When t h i s  i s  done ,  t h e  m os t  ab u n d an t  v e s s e l  f o r m s  a r e  s t a n d a r d  

j a r s  (622) ,  s i m p l e  bow ls  (272) and  f l a r i n g  r im  b o w ls  (102) .  The o n ly  

o t h e r  f o r m s  t h a t  can be i d e n t i f i e d  a r e  one b o t t l e  and one  o u t s l a n t i n g  

r i m  b o w l ,  b o th  f rom t h e  S u m m e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  phase  f a r m s t e a d ,  lG r2 .  Th i s  

r e l a t i v e  o r d e r  abundance  (bu t  n o t  t h e  same p r o p o r t i o n s )  i s  i d e n t i c a l  

f o r  t h e s e  same fo rm s  in  t h e  Lubbub Creek  a g g r e g a t e  v i l l a g e  sample .  

P e rh ap s  t h i s  i s  a r o u g h  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  d o m e s t i c  v e s s e l  

a s s e m b l a g e  does  no t  v a r y  g r e a t l y  b e tw e e n  s i t e  t y p e s .  Even i f  t h a t  i s  

the  c a s e ,  how ever ,  i t  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  s t o r a g e ,  c o ok ing  

and s e r v i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  s i t e s  w e re  i d e n t i c a l .

In  sum, u t i l i t a r i a n  a r t i f a c t  i n v e n t o r i e s  a r e  s i m i l a r .  The same 

a r r a y  of  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  c u l t i v a t i o n  and raw m a t e r i a l  p r o c e s s i n g  t a s k s  

o c c u r r e d  i n  and a ro u n d  h o u s e h o l d s  a t  b o t h  f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s  and a t  Lubbub 

Creek.  There  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  of  s i t e  o r  h o u s e h o ld  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  

t e r m s  of  b a s i c  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s .
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C u l t i v a t i o n  and P l a n t  U t i l i z a t i o n

To l a b e l  theBe  emai l  d i s p e r s e d  s i t e s  " f a r m s t e a d s ’1 i m p l i e s  t h a t  

c u l t i v a t i o n  was a p r im a ry  a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s .  Tha t  f a r m s t e a d s  

were  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by:  ( 1 )  t h e  

u b i q u i t o u s  p r e s e n c e  of  m a iz e ,  and (2 )  e v i d e n c e  o f  d e f o r e s t r a t i o n  a t  

f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s .

In  t h e  S um m e rv i l l e  I  and  I I / I I I  phase  f l o r a l  sam ples  a t  Lubbub 

C re e k ,  m a ize  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  of  food  p l a n t  r e m a i n s  

(902)  b u t  n u t s h e l l s  w ere  found  i n  more f e a t u r e s  t h a n  m a ize  ( C a d d e l l  

1 9 8 3 :2 7 0 ) .  I n  t h e  L a t e  K i s s i s s i p p i a n / P r o t o h i s t o r i c  S um m e rv i l l e  IV p h ase  

s a m p le s ,  t h e s e  p r o p o r t i o n s  changed .  N u t s h e l l  composed t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  

f ood  p l a n t  r e m a in s  (8 5 2 )  and  m a iz e  was no l o n g e r  dominant  ( 1 5 2 ) .  I f  

t h e s e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  changes  i n d i c a t e  an economic s h i f t  away from m a iz e ,  

t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  change  i s  unknown. In  a d d i t i o n  t o  m a i z e ,  o t h e r  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c u l t i g e n s  r e c o v e r e d  i n  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  a t  Lubbub C reek  

were  s u n f l o w e r  ( H e l i a n t h u s  a n n u u s ) and t h e  common bean ( P h a s e o l u s  

v u l g a r i s ) . S t a r c h y  e d i b l e  s e e d s  were  n o t  i m p o r t a n t .  O the r  common w i l d  

food  p l a n t s  were  p e r s i a m o n s ,  p lums,  g r a p e s ,  and maypops ( C a d d e l l  

1 9 8 3 : 2 7 0 ) .

The same ra n g e  o f  c u l t i v a t e d  and w i l d  fo o d  p l a n t  r e m a in s  o c c u r  a t  

f a r m s t e a d s .  Maize ,  n u t s  and e d i b l e  f r u i t  r e m a in s  w ere  r e c o v e r e d  a t  a l l  

f a r m s t e a d s  ( C a d d e l l  1981 ,  1982;  S c a r r y  1981;  Crane 1 9 8 0 ) .  At T ib b e e  

C reek ,  m a ize  was p r e s e n t  i n  f o u r  of  s ev en  f e a t u r e  sam p les  ( S c a r r y  

1 9 8 1 : 2 1 5 ) .  About h a l f  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f e a t u r e s  a t  K e l l o g g  (16 o f  37 

s a m p l e s )  c o n t a i n e d  m aize  (Crane  1 9 8 0 : 3 3 3 ) .  In  a l l  t e n  S u n m e r v i l l e  

I I / I I I  phase  f e a t u r e s  a t  l G r 2 ,  m a ize  was p r e s e n t .  Maize was t h e  on ly  

c u l t i g e n  a t  t h e s e  t h r e e  f a r m s t e a d s .  At t h e  Y arborough  f a r m s t e a d ,  in
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M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c o n t e x t s  of  u n c e r t a i n  phase  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  m a ize  r e p r e s e n t e d

8 . 6  p e r c e n t  of  f ood  p l a n t  r a n a i n s  ( C a d d e l l  1 9 8 2 : 1 3 9 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

m a iz e ,  su n f lo w e r  and common bean  w ere  a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  Y a rb o ro u g h .  By 

b o t h  w e i g h t  and  c o u n t ,  h i c k o r y  n u t s  w ere  t h e  most  a b u n d a n t  fo o d  s p e c i e s  

a t  T ib b ee  C reek ,  K e l l o g g ,  and Y arbo rough .

Taken a t  f a c e  v a l u e ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  m a iz e  i s  lower  a t  

t h r e e  o f  f o u r  f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s  when compared t o  Lubbub C reek  s a m p l e s .

The e x c e p t i o n  i s  l G r 2 , w here  f e a t u r e  sam p les  were  e x c l u s i v e l y  f rom cob -  

f i l l e d  "smudge p i t s . "  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  b e c a u s e  of  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  b i a s e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  p l a n t  r e m a i n s ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  sample  

p r o c e s s i n g  and l i m i t a t i o n s  on samples  a n a l y z e d ,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  m a iz e  and w i l d  fo o d  p l a n t s  t o  t h e  d i e t  canno t  be 

a c c u r a t e l y  a s s e s s e d  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  or  compared t o  Lubbub C reek  ( C a d d e l l  

1 9 8 1 :5 0 ,  1 9 8 3 :2 3 1 ;  S c a r r y  1 9 8 1 : 2 1 3 ) .  Even a s im p le  co m p ar i so n  such  a s  

p e r c e n t  of  f e a t u r e s  w i t h  m a ize  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  s i n c e  i t  

i s  c l e a r  t h a t  f e a t u r e  f u n c t i o n ,  such  as  u s e  of  cobs  a s  f u e l  i n  smudge 

p i t s ,  w i l l  e f f e c t  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and r e c o v e r y  ( C a d d e l l  1 9 8 1 : 3 3 - 3 4 ) .  For 

t h e s e  r e a s o n s  i t  would be unwise  t o  c o n c l u d e ,  b a s e d  on  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

f r e q u e n c y  of  m a iz e ,  t h a t  f a r m s t e a d s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  or  consummed m aize  t o  a l e s s e r  d e g r e e  t h a n  l o c a l  c e n t e r  

r e s i d e n t s .

That  f a r m s t e a d s  were  c l o s e  t o  c l e a r e d  g a r d e n  p l o t s  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by 

s e v e r a l  s e t s  o f  e v i d e n c e .  P o l l e n  and f l o r a l  r e m a i n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

bo th  a r b o r e a l  c l im ax  f o r e s t  g e n e r a  and and  weedy s u b c l i m a x  f o r e s t  g e n e r a  

were  r e c o v e r e d  a t  Yarborough  ( C a d d e l l  1 9 8 2 :1 3 9 ) ,  K e l l o g g  (Crane  

1980 :336 ;  F i s h  1 9 8 0 : 3 3 8 - 3 3 9 ) ,  T i b b e e  Creek  ( S c a r r y  1 9 8 1 :2 1 7 )  and lGr2
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(C a d d e l l  1 9 8 1 : 4 4 ) .  The r e c o v e r y  of  n o n - f o o d  m i c r o f a u n a  a t  Y a rborough ,  

such  a s  w h i t e - f o o t e d  mouse,  p i n e  v o l e ,  wood r a t  and c e r t a i n  l a n d  s n a i l  

s p e c i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  hardwood f o r e s t  b u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  

of  c o t t o n  r a t  and  r i c e  r a t  s u g g e s t  some open  h a b i t a t  a s  w e l l  ( S c o t t  

1 9 8 2 : 1 5 1 ) .  Bone count  r a t i o s  o f  c o t t o n t a i l  r a b b i t  t o  swamp r a b b i t  

( f i e l d : s w a m p  s p e c i e s )  and g re y  s q u i r r e l  t o  f o x  s q u i r r e l  

( c l i m a x : s u b c l i m a x  f o r e s t  s p e c i e s )  s u g g e s t  more f o r e s t  cove r  a t  

Yarborough th a n  a t  Lubbub Creek  ( S c o t t  1 9 8 2 : 1 5 1 ) .  T h i s  v a r i a t i o n  in  

f o r e s t  cove r  may i n d i c a t e  e i t h e r  a q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  k in d  of  

c u l t i v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s — sm al l  g a rd e n  p l o t s  a t  f a r m s t e a d s ,  l a r g e  f i e l d  

p l a n t i n g  a t  Lubbub Creek  ( S c o t t  1 9 8 2 : 1 5 2 ) — or i t  may m e re ly  r e f l e c t  t h e  

g r e a t e r  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  r e s u l t a n t  l o n g - t e r m  o c c u p a t i o n a l  

impact  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .

To summarize ,  i t  can be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  same c u l t i v a t e d  and  w i l d  

f ood  p l a n t s  were  consumed a t  f a r m s t e a d s  and t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  Maize i s  

u b i q u i t o u s  a t  a l l  f a r m s t e a d s  and c e r t a i n l y  of  d i e t a r y  i m p o r t a n c e .

F auna l  and  f l o r a l  r e m a in s  i n d i c a t e  l a n d  c l e a r a n c e  in  t h e  im media te  

v i c i n i t y  of  f a r m s t e a d s .  C l e a r l y ,  c u l t i v a t i o n  was a m a jo r  a c t i v i t y  a t  

f a r m s t e a d s .

S o c i a l  Group S i z e  a t  F a r m s te a d s

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f a r m s t e a d s  i n  the  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  a r e a ,  l i k e  

t h o s e  examined i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s ,  a r e  th o u g h t  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r e m a in s  of  

a n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  h o u s e h o l d .  The s i z e  of  s t r u c t u r e  r e m a in s  and t h e  

l i m i t e d  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f e a t u r e s  and midden imply s m a l l  g roup  

s i z e .

I n  an i n n o v a t i v e  s t u d y ,  S h a p i r o  (1984)  u sed  c e r a m ic  v e s s e l  f u n c t i o n
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and s i z e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n t e r s i t e  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  G e o r g i a .  

D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s i z e  and f r e q u e n c y  of s t o r a g e  v e s s e l s  was c o n s i d e r e d  an 

i n d i c a t o r  of  B i t e  pe rm anence .  D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s i z e  and f r e q u e n c y  of  

c o o k in g  and s e r v i n g  v e s s e l s  was used  a s  a n  i n d i c a t o r  of  g roup  s i z e .  

S h a p i r o  examined  sam p le s  f rom f o u r  s i t e s :  a l a r g e ,  pe rm anent  

m o u n d / v i l l a g e  s i t e ,  a warm s e a s o n  f a r m s t e a d ,  and two e x t r a c t i v e  camps.

As e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  l a r g e r  and more pe rm anen t  t h e  s i t e  ( a s  i n d i c a t e d  by 

s i t e  s i z e ,  f a u n a l  s e a s o n a l i t y  m a r k e r s ,  m idden  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  e t c . ) ,  t h e  

g r e a t e r  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of  s t o r a g e  v e s s e l s  and t h e  l a r g e r  t h e  s i z e  of 

s e r v i n g  and c o ok ing  v e s s e l s .

T h i s  method i s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  Tombigbee s i t e s .  I f  Tombigbee 

s i t e s  e x h i b i t  some of t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  S h a p i r o ' s  s i t e s ,  one  would 

e x p e c t  Lubbub Creek  t o  h ave  l a r g e r  j a r s  and bowls t h a n  t h e  f a r m s t e a d  

s i t e s .  Sample s i z e  ( m e a s u r a b l e  r im  s h e r d s )  was to o  s m a l l  t o  p e r m i t  

u s e f u l  co m p ar i so n  of  i n d i v i d u a l  f a r m s t e a d s .  I n s t e a d ,  j a r s  and bowls 

from a l l  f o u r  s i t e s  were  combined t o  form a c o m p o s i t e  f a r m s t e a d  s am p le .  

In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  f a r m s t e a d  c o m p o s i t e  sample  r e p r e s e n t s  t h o s e  r im  s h e r d s  

I had th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  examine  w i t h i n  an a l l o t e d  amount of t im e  and so 

r e p r e s e n t s  a s u i t a m p l e  of  t o t a l  r e c o v e r e d  r i m s h e r d s .  The Lubbub C reek  

sample  r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  m e a s u r a b l e  j a r  and bowl r im  s h e r d s  from b o t h  

v i l l a g e  and mound c o n t e x t s .  As i n  C h a p te r  V, o r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r  was u sed  

a s  an i n d i r e c t  m e a su re  o f  v e s s e l  s i z e .  S i z e / f r e q u e n c y  h i s t o g r a m s  of  

Lubbub C reek  and  f a r m s t e a d  s t a n d a r d  j a r  and s im p l e  bowl forms a r e  shown 

i n  f i g u r e  27.

For j a r s ,  w i t h  a c o o k i n g / s t o r a g e  f u n c t i o n ,  a g r e a t e r  s i z e  r a n g e  i s  

found  a t  Lubbub Creek th a n  a t  f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s ,  and t h e s e  v e s s e l s  a r e  

l a r g e r .  For b o w ls ,  w i t h  a s e r v i n g / c o o k i n g  f u n c t i o n ,  v e s s e l s  w i t h
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F i g u r e  2 7 .  S i z e / F r e q u e n c y  H i s t o g r a m s  o f  Lubbub C r e e k  and F a r m s t e a d
J a r s  and B o w l s .
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o r i f i c e  d i a m e t e r s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  25 cm a r e  more f r e q u e n t  a t  Lubbub C reek .  

These d i f f e r e n c e s  may be examined a s  c u m u l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  c u r v e s  

( F i g u r e s  2 8 - 2 9 )  and t e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  Mann-Whitney U s t a t i s t i c  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  sam ples  drawn f rom t h e  

same p o p u l a t i o n .  In  each  c a s e  t h e  U v a l u e  was t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a 

n o r m a l l y - d i s t r i b u t e d  Z s t a t i s t i c  and th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  l e v e l  c o r r e c t e d  f o r  

t i e s .  For j a r s ,  (U -1141; Z - - 5 . 2 2 8 ;  2 - t a i l e d  p . 0 0 0 1 )  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  i n d i c a t e d .  S i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  

two sam p les  r e m a in  even  when t h e  mound j a r  s am p le ,  which  c o n t a i n s  l a r g e  

v e s s e l B  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  t h e  mound, i s  removed f rom t h e  Lubbub Creek  

a g g r e g a t e  sample  (U -8 8 5 .5 ;  Z - - 3 . 4 0 0 ;  2 - t a i l e d  p . 0 0 0 7 ) .  For b o w ls ,  

how ever ,  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  two d i s t r i b u t i o n s  

(U-594;  Z— .733 ;  2 - t a i l e d  p . 4 6 3 3 ) .

U n le s s  t h e r e  a r e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  t h a t  have 

c r e a t e d  an unknown sample  b i a s  ( t h e  h i g h l y  f r a g m e n t e d  n a t u r e  of  t h e  

sam ple  i s  o f  some c o n c e rn  h e r e ) ,  o r  s m a l l  sample  s i z e  h a s  d i s t o r t e d  t h e  

r e s u l t s ,  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  f a r m s t e a d s  u sed  a s m a l l e r  s i z e  

ra n g e  o f  j a r s  t h a n  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  With t h e s e  c a u t i o n s  i n  m ind ,  j a r  

s i z e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  f a r m s t e a d  and l o c a l  c e n t e r  sam ples  a r e  

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f :  (1 )  s m a l l e r  g ro u p  s i z e  a t  f a r m s t e a d s ;

( 2 )  a l e s s e r  d e g r e e  of  s i t e  permanence  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  compared t o  l o c a l  

c e n t e r s  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a r e d u c e d  v e s s e l  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y ;  and  (3 )  

l i t t l e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  fo o d  consum pt ion  a t  

f a r m s t e a d s .  The l a c k  of  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i z e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s im p le  bowls 

f o r  f a r m s t e a d  and l o c a l  c e n t e r  sam p les  s u g g e s t s  no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  

k i n d s  o f  s e r v i n g  and c o ok ing  a c t i v i t i e s  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e s e  v e s s e l  forms
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fit e i t h e r  s i t e  t y p e .  These v e s s e l  s i z e  d i f f e r e n c e s  and s i m i l a r i t i e s  

p r o b a b ly  r e f l e c t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  s p e c i f i c  t o  

p o p u l a t i o n  a g g r e g a t i o n  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .

T h e re  i s  an a d d i t i o n a l  p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  v e s s e l  s i z e  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  I f  f a r m s t e a d  and l o c a l  c e n t e r  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  t h e  same o r  

i f  some d e g r e e  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  m o b i l i t y  i s  a f a c t o r ,  t h e  v e s s e l  s i z e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  may be due t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  

f a m i l i e s  to o k  s m a l l e r  v e s s e l s  w i t h  them t o  f a r m s t e a d s .  Th i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  

i s  d ep en d e n t  upon w here  and how o f t e n  p o t t e r y  was p roduced  ( s e e  C h a p te r  

V I I I ) .

F a rm s te a d  S e a s o n a l i t y  and Permanence

While M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f a r m s t e a d s  a r e  o f t e n  c o n s i d e r e d  s e l f - s u f f i c e n t  

d o m e s t i c  u n i t s  t h a t  occupy a pe rm anen t  y e a r  round s i t e ,  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  

e f f o r t s  of  s e v e r a l  s p e c i a l i s t ' s  s t u d i e s  d i s c l o s e  a more complex 

s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R i v e r  a r e a .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  

e x c a v a t e d  f a r m s t e a d s  a r e  n o t  m e re ly  t r a n s i t o r y  o r  l i m i t e d  a c t i v i t y  

l o c a t i o n s .  A l l  f a r m s t e a d s  have  r e m a i n s  of  s u b s t a n t i a l l y - b u i l t  

s t r u c t u r e s .  I n t e r n a l  h e a r t h s  o r  daub ( a b s e n t  a t  T ib b e e  C reek )  may 

d e n o t e  c o l d  s e a s o n  o ccu p a n cy .  Human b u r i a l s ,  m o d e ra te  midden 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n t e r s e c t i n g  f e a t u r e s  and s t r u c t u r e  v a i l  r e b u i l d i n g  a r e  

e v i d e n c e  o f  r a u l t i p l e - y e a r  o c c u p a t i o n .  However, i t  i s  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  

s t u d i e s  of e c o f a c t s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  t h e  most d e t a i l e d  p i c t u r e  of  f a r m s t e a d  

s e a s o n a l i t y ,  permanence  and r e s i d e n t i a l  m o b i l i t y .

Seeds  of  e d i b l e  f r u i t s ,  a c o r n s  and n u t s h e l l s  from s p e c i e s  a v a i l a b l e  

f rom summer t h ro u g h  f a l l  were r e c o v e r e d  a t  a l l  f a r m s t e a d s .  At 

Y arbo rough ,  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  a c o r n s  and a c o c k l e b u r  i n  daub p o i n t  t o  t h e

1 7 0



p l a s t e r i n g  of  s t r u c t u r e  w a l l s  i n  t h e  f a l l  ( C a d d e l l  1 9 8 2 : 1 4 0 ) .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  p l a n t s  a r e  r a t h e r  poor i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s e a s o n a l i t y  b e c a u s e

th e y  a r e  e a s i l y  s t o r e d  beyond t h e  span  of  s e a s o n a l  a v a i l a b i l i t y .

F auna l  r e m a in s  a r e  more i n f o r m a t i v e  ab o u t  s i t e  s e a s o n a l i t y  and

perm anence .  Compar ison  o f  f a u n a l  s am ple s  f rom Y arborough  and Lubbub

Creek  h a s  been  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a s t u d y  by Susan  S c o t t  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  Her

a n a l y s i s  l e d  h e r  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  f a r m s t e a d s  "were n o t  i n d e p e n d e n t

economic u n i t s "  ( S c o t t  1 9 8 2 : 1 5 1 ) .

P e r h a p s  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  food  an im a l  f o r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p e o p l e s

was t h e  w h i t e t a i l  d e e r .  S c o t t  compared t h e  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of d e e r

s k e l e t a l  p a r t s  f rom  t h e  Y arborough  f a r m s t e a d  t o  t h o s e  r e c o v e r e d  a t  t h e

l o c a l  c e n t e r  o f  Lubbub Creek  and made an  i m p o r t a n t  d i s c o v e r y :

With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  d e e r  c a r p a l s ,  bones  f rom  t h e  low er  l e g s  and 
f e e t  of  d e e r  a r e  f a r  b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Yarborough  s i t e  th a n  
a t  t h e  Lubbub C reek  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  L o c a l i t y .  The r e l a t i v e  
f r e q u e n c y  o f  s k u l l  and r i b  f r a g m e n t s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  a t  t h e  two 
t y p e s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t s .  A l l  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  more 
ab u n d an t  i n  t h e  Lubbub C reek  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  L o c a l i t y  a s s e m b l a g e .
The l a t t e r  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  a l l  of  t h e  m a jo r  meat  y i e l d i n g  
a n a t o m i c a l  p a r t s .  The com plementa ry  n a t u r e  of t h e s e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
a s s e m b l a g e s  i s  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t i v e  of  a p a t t e r n  of  meat  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  which  d e e r  w ere  p r o c u r e d  and b u t c h e r e d  a t  o u t l y i n g  
s e t t l e m e n t s  w i t h  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  m ea t  b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  
t o  l a r g e r  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  t h e  bone s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  [ S c o t t  1 9 82 :1461 .

S c o t t  examined  s e a s o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s  on Yarborough  d e e r  a n t l e r s  and

m a n d i b l e s ,  found  t h a t  none had been p r o c u r e d  i n  November o r  December,

and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  v a e  abandoned  i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l .  In

c o n t r a s t ,  mos t  Lubbub Creek  v e n i s o n  was o b t a i n e d  i n  November and

December.  In  a d d i t i o n ,  " t h e  q u a n t i t y  of  t u r t l e ,  s n a k e ,  and am p h ib ia n  in

the  Yarborough  a s s e m b l a g e  was e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l a r g e  when compared t o

m a t e r i a l s  from Lubbub" ( S c o t t  1 9 8 2 : 1 5 0 ) .  T h i s  g r e a t e r  a n p h a s i s  on warm

s eason  s p e c i e s  a t  t h e  f a r m s t e a d  s u g g e s t s  " s e a s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  B i t e
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u t i l i z a t i o n ” ( S c o t t  1 9 8 2 : 1 5 0 ) .  From t h e s e  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  S c o t t  a r r i v e d  a t  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a u t i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a b o u t  f a r m s t e a d  and l o c a l  c e n t e r  

i n t e r a c t i o n :

(1 )  F a r m s te a d s  wore  abandoned f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  p e r h a p s  a s  much a s  

two o r  t h r e e  m o n th s ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l / e a r l y  w i n t e r  a s  f a m i l i e s  j o i n e d  

t o g e t h e r  i n  i n t e n s i v e  d e e r  h u n t s .

( 2 )  Because  most  o f  t h e  Lubbub Creek  v e n i s o n  was p r o c u r e d  i n  l a t e  

f a l l / e a r l y  w i n t e r ,  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  d e e r  h u n t s  p r o b a b ly  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  

some p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f a r m s t e a d  p o p u l a t i o n  moving t o  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .

S c o t t ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  and t h e  f a r m s t e a d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  examined  ab o v e ,  

r e v e a l  t h a t  Tombigbee f a r m s t e a d s  do n o t  conform t o  t h e  dominan t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f a r m s t e a d s  as  "pe rm an e n t  y e a r  r o u n d ” and 

" s e l f - s u f f i c e n t "  s i t e s .  T h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  i s  l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of  

M idw es te rn  e x c a v a t i o n s  (S m i th  1978a ;  Y erkes  1 9 8 7 : 1 1 2 , 1 9 6 )  b u t  f a r m s t e a d  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  G e o r g i a  s u g g e s t  a d e g r e e  of  s e a s o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  

p e r h a p s  com parab le  t o  t h e  Tombigbee s i t e s  ( S h a p i r o  1 9 8 4 ) .  Tombigbee 

f a r m s t e a d s  were  permanent  i n  t h e  s en s e  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  u sed  t h e  s i t e  

t h r o u g h  many s e a s o n a l  c y c l e s ,  and  in  b o t h  warm and c o l d  w e a t h e r .  But 

o c c u p a t i o n  was n o t  c o n t i n u o u s ,  and movement from f a r m s t e a d  t o  c e n t e r  

must  have been  q u i t e  f l u i d .  F a r m s te a d s  were  s e l f - s u f f i c e n t  o n ly  in  t h e  

s e n s e  t h a t  they  must have  p roduced  and consumed some p o r t i o n  of t h e i r  

own food  b u t  t h e y  were n o t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  or  s o c i a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t .

I f ,  a s  t h e  f a u n a l  d a t a  im p ly ,  t h e r e  was a h i a t u s  i n  f a r m s t e a d  

o c c u p a t i o n  sometime i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l / e a r l y  w i n t e r ,  what  d id  f a m i l i e s  do 

w i t h  t h e  s t o r e d  s u r p l u s  o f  t h e i r  l a t e  su m m e r /ea r ly  f a l l  h a r v e s t ?  

O b v io u s ly  they  c o u ld  n o t  l e a v e  t h e i r  s t o r e d  m a iz e  a t  t h e  t e m p o r a r i l y  

abandoned s i t e  u n l e s s  i t  was c o n c e a l e d  i n  l a r g e  u n d e rg ro u n d  s t o r a g e
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p i t s .  As p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d ,  s u i t a b l e  p i t s  a r e  a b s e n t  a t  f a r m s t e a d s .

One p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  e n t i r e l y  consumed t h e i r  h a r v e s t  by f a l l

abandonm ent .  But i t  i s  f a r  more l i k e l y  t h a t  some p o r t i o n  was

t r a n s p o r t e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of  m a ize

would  be e a s i l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by dugou t  c a n o e .  An a c t u a l  example of  such

a canoe  has  been  r e c o v e r e d  from t h e  Tombigbee R iv e r  and  r a d i o c a r b o n

d a t e d  t o  t h e  M idd le  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p e r i o d  (Stowe 1 9 7 4 ) .

A d d i t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s i t e  s e a s o n a l i t y  may be d e r i v e d  f rom

human b u r i a l s  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  and l o c a l  c e n t e r s .  At t h e  K e l l o g g  s i t e ,  t h e

e x c a v a t o r  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a l l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  b u r i a l s  were  p l a c e d  w i t h  h e a d s

o r i e n t e d  i n  an  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o r i e n t e d  t o  e a s t -

n o r t h e a s t .  I f  b u r i a l s  were  o r i e n t e d  t o  a s o l a r  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e n  b u r i a l

o c c u r r e d  i n  mid-summer when t h e  sun r i s e s  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  (A tk in s o n  e t

a l .  1 9 6 0 : 1 6 9 ) .  A t k i n s o n  comments f u r t h e r :

I f  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  v i a b l e  and  i f  t h i s  same p a t t e r n e d  b e h a v i o r  
a l s o  e x i s t e d  a t  such  M o u n d v i l l e  phase  s i t e s  a s  R o g e r ' s  I s l a n d  and 
Snow's  Bend,  th e n  i n t e r m e n t s  a t  t h o s e  s i t e s  more o f t e n  t o o k  p l a c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  s o l s t i c e ,  f o r  o r i e n t a t i o n s  t h e r e  w ere  
p r e d o m i n a t e l y  b e tw ee n  due e a s t  and e a s t - s o u t h e a s t  
( s e e  P e e b l e s  1 9 7 1 :7 4 - 7 5 )  [ A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 : 1 6 9 ] .

While P e e b l e s  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e s e  b u r i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  a s

suppose d  s t a t u s  i n d i c a t o r s ,  A tk in s o n  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  s e a s o n  of  i n t e r m e n t

d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  p r e d o m i n a t e  p a t t e r n .  The Lubbub C reek  b u r i a l  d a t a  w ere

u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  A t k i n s o n ,  b u t  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  a rg u m e n t ,  t h i s  i d e a  can be

a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s e a s o n a l  c y c l e s  o f  a g g r e g a t i o n  and d i s p e r s a l  d i s c u s s e d

a b o v e .  I f  t h e  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t im e  s p e n t  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  i s  i n  t h e

warm m on ths ,  t h e n  we would  e x p e c t  summer o r i e n t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  b u r i a l s

such  a s  t h o s e  i d e n t i f i e d  a t  K e l l o g g .

C o n v e r s e l y ,  i f  Lubbub C reek  wsb t h e  scene  of  p o p u l a t i o n  a g g r e g a t i o n
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i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l / e a r l y  w i n t e r ,  and i f  such  a g g r e g a t i o n s  i n f l u e n c e d  

i n t e r m e n t  f r e q u e n c y  , t h e n  b u r i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s  wou ld  be e x p e c t e d  t o  be 

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  and e a s t - s o u t h e a s t ,  bu t  n o t  e a s t -  

n o r t h e a s t .  I n  f i g u r e  3 0 ,  t h i s  e x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n  of  c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y  in  

t h e  Sum m e rv i l l e  I  phase  b u r i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  a t  f a r m s t e a d  and l o c a l  c e n t e r  

i s  q u i t e  c l e a r .

S i m i l a r  b u r i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  co m p ar i s o n s  f o r  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  

and S um m e rv i l l e  IV p h a s e s  were  n o t  made due t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t  b u r i a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  d a t a .  The K e l l o g g  p a t t e r n  was n o t  r e p l i c a t e d  a t  t h e  ro u g h ly  

c o n te m p o ra ry  T ibbee  Creek  s i t e ,  w he re  o r i e n t a t i o n s  w ere  q u i t e  v a r i a b l e  

(A tk in s o n  e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 : 1 6 9 ) .  However,  t h e  e l e v e n  T ib b e e  Creek  b u r i a l s  

r e p r e s e n t  a d i v e r g e n t  sample  i n  o t h e r  ways a s  w e l l .  The a b s e n c e  of 

a d u l t  f e m a l e s ,  t h e  h ig h  f r e q u e n c y  of  i n f a n t s  and  s u b a d u l t s  (7 o f  1 1 ) ,  

o f t e n  f l e x e d  or  p o s i t i o n e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  w a l l s  (O 'H ear  e t  

a l .  1 9 8 1 : 1 5 0 - 1 5 1 ) ,  may c o n s i t u t e  an i n a p p r o p r i a t e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  compare 

w i t h  t h e  l a r g e r  K e l l o g g  and Lubbub Creek  s a m p l e s .  At any r a t e ,  we 

s h o u ld  n o t  be too  q u i c k  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y  in  t h e  K e l l o g g  

and Lubbub Creek  o r i e n t a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  T ibbee  C reek  f a i l s  t o  conform t o  

e x p e c t a t i o n s .

The b u r i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  a r e  i n t r i g u i n g  and w o r th y  of  

f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b u t  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e ,  of c o u r s e ,  

e l u s i v e .  I need  h a r d l y  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  t h e  s e a s o n a l i t y  of  i n t e r m e n t  

h y p o t h e s i s  i s  e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  b u r i a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a s o l a r  p o s i t i o n ,  an a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  i s  

q u i t e  u n v e r i f i a b l e .

1 7 4



K E L L O G G

F i g u r e  30 .  Sum m erv i l l e  I  Phase  B u r i a l  O r i e n t a t i o n s  a t  
K e l l o g g  and Lubbub C re e k .
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F a rm s te a d  and L oca l  C e n t e r :  The S c a l e  o f  D e fe n s e  and A g g r e g a t i o n

The p r e s e n c e  o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  Lubbub Creek  p r o v i d e s  a d d i t i o n a l  

i m p o r t a n t  i n s i g h t B  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  be tw een  f a r m s t e a d s  and t h e  l o c a l  

c e n t e r .  In  C h a p t e r  IV, I  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d  p o p u l a t i o n s  

w e re  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  t o  c r e a t e  d e f e n s i v e  w orks  i n  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  t o  

p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e i r  h a r v e s t .  Comnunal s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  

t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  c r e a t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  s u r p l u s e s  

and th e  d e l e g a t i o n  of  a u t h o r i t y .  In  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

d e f e n s i v e  works  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  f a r m s t e a d  p o p u l a t i o n s  

i s  p r e s e n t e d .

A t o t a l  of  s i x  p a l i s a d e  l i n e s  and  a c i r c u l a r  d i t c h  were  b u i l t  a t  

Lubbub C re e k .  B a s t i o n e d  p a l i s a d e s ,  Borne w i t h  b o th  o u t e r  and i n n e r  

l i n e s ,  and d i t c h e s  were  a l l  e n c o u n t e r e d  a s  d e f e n s i v e  w orks  d u r i n g  t h e  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  S p a n i s h  e n t r a d a s  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  (Swanton 1 9 7 9 :4 3 3 -  

4 3 9 ) .  T h e re  can be no doubt  t h a t  t h e  two b a s t i o n e d  p a l i s a d e s  and t h e  

d i t c h  a r e  d e f e n s i v e  works (Cole  and A l b r i g h t  1 983 ) .  The l a r g e s t  

d e f e n s i v e  f e a t u r e ,  t h e  Sum m e rv i l l e  I o u t e r  p a l i s a d e ,  h a s  s i x  r e c t a n g u l a r  

b a s t i o n s  s e t  a p a r t  a t  30 m i n t e r v a l s  a l o n g  t h e  e x c a v a t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

w a l l  ( F i g u r e  3 1 ) .  These b a s t i o n s  a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  p l a t f o r m s  f o r  

a r c h e r s  ( c f ,  L a f f e r t y  1 973) .

The o u t e r  p a l i s a d e  l i n e  was o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  e x c a v a t e d .  A 240 m long  

segment was e x p o s e d .  A 1942 a e r i a l  p h o to g r a p h  of  t h e  bend shows c rop  

l i n e s  t h a t  match t h e  e x c a v a te d  p o r t i o n .  Based on t h e  p h o to  and t h e  

o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  e x c a v a t e d  s egm en t ,  t h e  p a l i s a d e  made a s o u t h - e a s t e r l y  

t u r n  f rom t h e  p o i n t  w here  e x c a v a t i o n s  t e r m i n a t e d  and  c o n t i n u e d  a c r o s s  t o  

t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  bend (C o le  and A l b r i g h t  1 9 8 3 : 1 8 5 ) ,  a s t r a i g h t - l i n e
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d i s t a n c e  o f  360 m. I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  o n e - h a l f  of t h e  t o t a l  

l e n g t h  was u n c o v e r e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  minimum t o t a l  l e n g t h  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

c l o s e  t h e  gap a c r o s s  the bend would  r e q u i r e  a p a l i s a d e  600 m lo n g .

F iv e  i n n e r  p a l i s a d e  l i n e s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  s e q u e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

e p i s o d e s  t i g h t l y  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  t h e  mound a r e a  ( F i g u r e  3 2 ) .  S in c e  o n ly  

one of  t h e  i n n e r  p a l i s a d e s  had b a s t i o n s ,  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  may have been  

e r e c t e d  t o  d e m a r c a t e  the s o c i a l  s p a c e  o f  t h e  mound,  r a t h e r  th a n  s e r v e  

s t r i c t l y  a d e f e n s i v e  f u n c t i o n .  I n n e r  p a l i s a d e s  I and  I I  a r e  S u m m e rv i l l e  

I p h a s e  f e a t u r e s ,  p a l i s a d e  IV and  V a r e  S u n m e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  p h as e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and  t h e  b a s t i o n e d  p a l i s a d e  I I I  c o u l d  n o t  be a s s i g n e d  a 

p h a s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  ( C o l e  and  A l b r i g h t  1 9 8 3 : 1 7 9 - 1 8 2 ) .

The S u m m e r v i l l e  IV d i t c h  i s  a dry  moat d e f e n s i v e  work ,  p e rh a p s  

o r i g i n a l l y  backed  b y  a p a l i s a d e  l i n e  s e t  i n t o  a berm b u t  no e v i d e n c e  of  

t h i s  was fo u n d  ( F i g u r e  3 3 ) .  A 1942 a e r i a l  s h o t  c l e a r l y  shows t h e  d i t c h  

e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  m o u n d  and,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  exposed  

p o r t i o n s ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be a b o u t  230 m in  d i a m e t e r  ( P e e b l e s  

1 9 8 3 : 4 0 1 ) .  Summary d im e n s io n s  of t h e  o u t e r  p a l i s a d e  and d i t c h  a r e  

p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  1 3 .

The most  i n t r i g u i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  i s  t h e  

i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  s c a l e  of  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  works  and t h e  sm a l l  

s i z e  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n .  Lubbub Creek  was n o t  a " n u c l e a t e d "  

community i n  t h e  s e n s e  of  a  d e n s e l y - p a c k e d  s e t t l e m e n t .  E x t e n s i v e  

h o r i z o n t a l  e x c a v a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  e n c l o s e d  by t h e  o u t t e r  p a l i s a d e  

r e v e a l e d  l a r g e  " e m p t y "  a r e a s  d ev o id  of  h o u s e s ,  f e a t u r e s  and m idden .

A rough  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e  was c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  each  p h ase  ( P e e b l e s  

1 9 8 3 : 3 9 9 ) .  For e x a m p l e ,  P e e b le s  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  f o u r  e x c a v a t e d  

S um m e rv i l l e  I p h a s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of  f l o o r  a r e a ,
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T a b l e  13. O u te r  P a l i s a d e  and D i t c h  D im e n s io n s

O u te r  P a l i s a d e :

Leng th  of  E x c a v a te d  Segment

T o t a l  Number P o s t s  i n  E x c a v a t e d  Segment

T o t a l  Number P o s t s  i n  E x c a v a te d  B a s t i o n s

Mean P o s t  D ia m e te r

Mean P o s t h o l e  D ep th 8

T o t a l  E s t i m a t e d  P a l i s a d e  Leng th

T o t a l  E s t i m a t e d  Number P o s t s  
( i n c l u d e s  20 b a s t i o n s )

240 m 

293 

180 

25 cm 

3 9.44 cm 

600 m 

1332

D i t c h :

Mean Width

Mean Depth

D ia m e te r

P r o j e c t e d  L eng th  
( c i r c u m f e r e n c e )

4 m 

1.30 m 

230 m 

722.2 m

a 0 r i g i n a l  p o s t h o l e  d e p t h  was g r e a t e r  p r i o r  t o  plow t r u n c a t i o n .
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c a l c u l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  mean d e n s i t y  of  s t r u c t u r e s  was 1 . 2 1 / h a  ( s d * 2 . 4 7 / h a ) .

He goes  on t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  number of  h o u s e s  p r e s e n t :

G iven  8 . 5  ha o f  v i l l a g e  a r e a ,  t h e n  t h e r e  w e re  a s  few a s  10 h o u s e s  
a n d ,  t a k i n g  one s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  a s  a g u i d e ,  a s  many a s  31 h o u s e s  
i n  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I  community .  I f  t h e r e  w e re  f i v e  p e r s o n a / h o u s e ,  
w hich  i s  a r e a s o n a b l e  e s t i m a t e ,  t h e n  th e  conanunity c o n t a i n e d  f rom 
50 t o  150 p e r s o n s .  I f  t h e  span  o f  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I  p e r i o d  i s  s e t  
a t  200 y e a r s ,  and i f  t h e  s i t e  was c o n t i n u o u s l y  o c c u p i e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  
p e r i o d ,  and i f  u s e f u l  l i f e s p a n  of  a house  was  20 t o  40 y e a r s ,  t h e n
t h e r e  would  h ave  been o n l y  1 t o  6 h o u s e s  o c c u p i e d  a t  one t ime
[ P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 : 3 9 9 ] .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e s e  same p r o c e d u r e s ,  P e e b l e s  (1 9 8 3 :3 9 9 - 4 0 1 )  e s t i m a t e d  

t h e  number of  h o u s e s  o c c u p i e d  a t  any one t im e  f o r  t h e  S u n m e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  

phase  ( f i v e  t o  18 ho u s es  i n  a 1 1 .5  ha community)  and S u m m e rv i l l e  IV 

p h as e  ( two t o  s even  houseB i n  a 4 . 2  ha community) .  Us ing  t h e  f i v e  

p e r s o n s / h o u s e  f i g u r e  y i e l d s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e  f o r  

p e r s o n s  o c c u p y i n g  th e  community a t  any one t i m e :  S u n m e r v i l l e  I — f i v e  t o  

30 p e o p l e ,  Sum m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I — 25 t o  90 p e o p l e ,  and  S u m m e rv i l l e  IV— 10 

t o  35 p e o p l e .  Even i f  t h e s e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  d o ub le d  (which  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  

s i n c e  t e s t i n g  r e v e a l e d  h a b i t a t i o n  l o c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  apex of  t h e  bend 

beyond t h e  i n t e n s i v e l y  e x c a v a t e d  a r e a s ) ,  Lubbub Creek  f a l l s  below t h e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  minimal  s i z e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a v i a b l e  endogamous human 

p o p u l a t i o n  ( c f .  Wobst 1 974 ) .  O b v i o u s l y ,  Lubbub C reek  r e s i d e n t s  w ere  

c o n n e c t e d  t o  a l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n  th r o u g h  a n e tw ork  of  a f f i n a l  k i n s h i p  

r e l a t i o n s .  In  o t h e r  w ords ,  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  i s  a f o r t i f i e d  c l u s t e r  of  

h o u s e h o ld s  and midden i n  a l a n d s c a p e  of  f a r m s t e a d s .

T a b l e  14 p r e s e n t s  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  l a b o r  c o s t  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e

o u t e r  p a l i s a d e ,  a t o t a l  of  333 p e r s o n - d a y s  o f  l a b o r .  I f  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  

I maximum e s t i m a t e  o f  30 p e r s o n s  c o n t a i n e d  15 a d u l t s ,  i t  would  t a k e  t h i s  

work f o r c e  23 d ays  t o  com ple te  t h e  o u t e r  p a l i s a d e .  T a b l e  15 p r e s e n t s  

t h e  e s t i m a t e d  l a b o r  c o s t  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  d i t c h ,  a t o t a l  o f  1745
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T a b l e  14. E s t i m a t e d  Labor  Cost of  O u te r  P a l i s a d e  C o n s t r u c t i o n  

U n i t  C o s t s

T r e e - c u t t i n g / P o s t  T r im m ing :
one  25 cm t r e e  f e l l e d  w i t h  s t o n e  axe  “ 0.34 p e r s o n / h o u r  
(C o le s  1973:20) ;  t r i m m i n g  each  p o s t  ■ 0.16 p e r s o n / h o u r  ( e s t i m a t e ) ;  
y i e l d s  16 p o s t s  ( cu t  and t r i m m e d )  p e r  p e r s o n / d a y  [8 h r s . ] .

P o s t  H a u l i n g / P l a c e m e n t :  
one p o s t  * 0.67 p e r s o n / h o u r  ( e s t i m a t e ) ;  
y i e l d s  12 p o s t s  per  p e r s o n / d a y  [8 h r s . ] .

U n i t  A p p l i c a t i o n s

T r e e - c u t t i n g / P o s t  T r im m in g :  1332 p o s t s  @ 1 6 / p o s t  s / p e r s o n / d a y  
P o s t  H a u l i n g / P l a c e m e n t :  1332 p o s t s  @ 1 2 / p o s t s / p e r  s o n /d a y  
P o s t h o l e  E x c a v a t i o n  [ w a l l  t r e n c h e s  n o t  i n c l u d e d ] :  vo lum e  of  
c y l i n d e r  w i t h  mean d e p t h  and mean r a d i i  X 1332 p o s t s  ■
293.04 m^
A d d i t i o n a l  B a s t i o n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  e s t i m a t e s

T o t a l  Labor  Cos t  ( p e r s o n / d a y s )  ■ 333

T a b le  15. E s t i m a t e d  Labor  Cost of  D i t c h  C o n s t r u c t i o n

U n i t  Cost

2.6 m^ p e r s o n / d a y  [5 h r s . ]  w i t h  d i g g i n g  s t i c k  (Erasmus  1965)

U n i t  A p p l i c a t i o n

vo lum e c a l c u l a t e d  by c o n v e r t i n g  d i t c h  t o  i d e a l  g e o m e t r i c  f o r m :  
1 /2  vo lum e of c y l i n d e r ,  w h e re  r  i s  1/2  of  d i t c h  w i d t h ,  and t o t a l  
l e n g t h  of  d i t c h  s u b s i t u t e d  f o r  h.
Thus ,  d i t c h  vo lum e  ■ 4535.416 m /  2.6 m^:

84.00 
111.00

113.00
25.00

T o t a l  Labor  Cost  ( p e r s o n / d a y s ) ■ 1745



p e r s o n - d a y s  o f  l a b o r .  I f  t h e  S um m e rv i l l e  IV maximum e s t i m a t e  o f  35 

r e s i d e n t s  i s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a work f o r c e  of 17 a d u l t s ,  i t  would  t a k e  103 

days  to  c o m p le te  t h e  d i t c h  (and l o n g e r  i f  t h e r e  was a p a l i s a d e  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  d i t c h ) .  I f  t h e  work f o r c e  e s t i m a t e  i s  d o u b le d ,  

t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  o b t a i n e d :  o u t e r  p a l i s a d e  ( 1 1 . 1  d a y s )  and d i t c h  (51 

day s ) .

A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h e  l a b o r  c o s t  c a l c u l a t i o n s  a r e  c ru d e  e s t i m a t e s ,  b u t  I 

c o n t e n d  th e y  a r e  s u f f i c e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

i n f e r e n c e s .  Under t h e  t h r e a t  of  a t t a c k ,  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

would  t a k e  t o o  long  i f  u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  a l o n e .

Even i f  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  d o u b l e d ,  t h e r e  wou ld  n o t  be 

enough p e o p l e  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  o u t e r  p a l i s a d e  u n a i d e d .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  

and d e f e n s e  o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  must  have  i n v o l v e d  t h e  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d  

p o p u l a t i o n s .

A m a jo r  p u z z l e  r e m a i n s .  Why was t h e  o u t e r  p a l i s a d e  and t h e  d i t c h  

c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  such  a l a r g e  s c a l e ?  C e r t a i n l y  i t  had t o  be e x t e n s i v e  

enough to  a c c e p t  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  when t h r e a t e n e d  by a t t a c k ,  

b u t  even so t h e  o u t e r  p a l i s a d e  seems e x c e s s i v e l y  l a r g e .  The 

i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  be tw een  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  works  ( a t  l e a s t  t h e  

o u t e r  p a l i s a d e ) ,  t h e  sm al l  s i z e  of  t h e  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and t h e  

e x t e n s i v e  " em pty” a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  community r a i s e s  t h e  

i n t e r e s t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  p r o t e c t e d  m a ize  f i e l d s  

as  w e l l  a s  s t o r e d  h a r v e s t s  and p e o p l e .

D i s c u s s i o n

The e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  f a r m s t e a d  s e a s o n a l i t y ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  m o b i l i t y  and 

s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s  p r o v i d e s  i n s i g h t  n o t
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on ly  i n t o  t h e  f a r m s t e a d / l o c a l  c e n t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  sy s tem  a s  an  economic 

and s o c i a l  u n i t ,  bu t  a l s o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  f a c t o r s  t h a t  may have 

i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  o r i g i n  and deve lopm en t  o f  su ch  a s y s t e m .  The d i s p e r s e d  

f a r m s t e a d / l o c a l  c e n t e r  p a t t e r n  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  of  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  and 

s u b s i s t e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s :  a c c e s s  t o  d i s p e r s e d  w i l d  r e s o u r c e s ,  changes  i n  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  l a b o r  t h a t  accom pan ied  m a iz e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n ,  

d e f e n s e  and  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .

The L a t e  Woodland M i l l e r  I I I  s e t t l a n e n t  p a t t e r n  c o n s i s t e d  of  l a r g e  

r i v e r i n e  b a s e  camps o c c u p i e d  f o r  much of  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  s e a s o n a l  o r  

r e g u l a r  d i s p e r s a l  to  s m a l l  t r a n s i t o r y  camps ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 ) .  P o s s i b l e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  on th e  a b i l i t y  t o  amass o r  s t o r e  s u f f i c e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  of 

food  p r i o r  t o  m a ize  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n ,  and t h e  d i s p e r s e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  

w i l d  f o o d s  meant  movement of p e o p l e  t o  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  some p o r t i o n  of t h e  

y e a r .  T h i s  o s c i l l a t i o n  of  p o p u l a t i o n  d i s p e r s a l  and a g g r e g a t i o n ,  an 

a n c i e n t  p a t t e r n  on t h e  G u l f  C o a s t a l  P l a i n ,  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  

t o  m a ize  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  bu t  w i t h  im p o r t a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s .  D i s p e r s e d  

sm al l  s i t e s  became n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  f a r m s t e a d s ,  b a s i c  p r o d u c t i v e  u n i t s  

o c c u p i e d  f o r  much of  t h e  y e a r .  The c o n t i n u i n g  r e l i a n c e  upon w i l d  food  

s t i l l  meant  t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  d i s p e r s a l  was an e f f i c i e n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  

s o l u t i o n  (Smith 1 9 7 8 ) ,  bu t  p rob lem s  a r o s e  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  new p a t t e r n s  of  

c o o p e r a t i o n  be tween d o m e s t i c  u n i t s .

The l o g i s t i c s  of  m a ize  a g r i c u l t u r e  a p p a r e n t l y  e f f e c t e d  h u n t i n g  and 

g a t h e r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  Tombigbee f a u n a l  r e c o r d :  sm al l  

game and a q u a t i c  r e s o u r c e s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  f a r m s t e a d s  i n  t h e  

warm s e a s o n ,  and i n t e n s i v e  l a t e  f a l l / e a r l y  w i n t e r  d e e r  h u n t s .  The 

g r e a t e s t  demands upon l a b o r  and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  need f o r  a l a r g e - g r o u p
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c o o p e r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  f a l l :  h a r v e s t  and s t o r a g e  of  

m a i z e ,  c o l l e c t i o n  and s t o r a g e  o f  n u t s  and a c o r n s ,  and i n t e n s i v e  d e e r / b i g  

game h u n t s .  The need  f o r  l a b o r  and t h e  maximum a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  food 

c o i n c i d e d .  M u l t i p l e  h o u s e h o ld  c o o p e r a t i o n  and l o c a l  r e s o u r c e  

m o b i l i z a t i o n  was  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h r o u g h  a r i t u a l i z e d  c y c l e  of  p o p u l a t i o n  

a g g r e g a t i o n  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  There  l a b o r  c o u l d  be o r g a n i z e d ,  food 

po o le d  and consumed t o  r e a f f i r m  s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y  and i n t e g r a t i o n ,  and 

r i s k s  m i n i m i z e d  t h r o u g h  a m u t u a l  s e c u r i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Under t h e s e  

c o n d i t i o n s  a more  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  (c f .  Jo h n so n  

1982) m i g h t  em erge ,  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  would  p ro m o te  f o r m a l  l e a d e r s h i p  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .

One a s p e c t  of  t h e  p ro p o sed  p o p u l a t i o n  a g g r e g a t i o n / d i s p e r s a l  p a t t e r n  

may c o n f l i c t  w i t h  e v i d e n c e  f o r  low r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  a t  th e  

l o c a l  c e n t e r .  I f  p e o p l e  f rom d i s p e r s e d  h o u s e h o l d s  am ass ed  a t  t h e  l o c a l  

c e n t e r ,  w h e re  a r e  t h e  r e m a i n s  of  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  housed  them? P e rh a p s  

v i s i t i n g  f a m i l i e s  s t a y e d  w i t h  r e s i d e n t  k i n .  T h e re  a r e  a number of s m a l l  

h a b i t a t i o n  s i t e s ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  from s u r f a c e  r e m a i n s  a s  " t r a n s i t o r y  camps" 

( J e n k i n s  e t  a l .  1975) ,  in  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Lubbub Creek  t h a t  

may have been  o c c u p i e d  f o r  s h o r t  i n t e r v a l s  ( F i g u r e  3, C h a p te r  I I I ) .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  im pose  to o  s t r i c t  a s e a s o n a l  boundary  on 

a g g r e g a t i o n  and d i s p e r s a l  p a t t e r n s ,  v e r y  s h o r t - t e r m  a g g r e g a t i o n s  a t  th e  

l o c a l  c e n t e r  may have  o c c u r r e d  t h r o u g o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  such  t h a t  f a u n a l  

s e a s o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o n ly  s i g n a l  peak a g g r e g a t i o n  f r e q u e n c i e s .

W hi le  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  S u m m e r v i l l e  s u b s i s t e n c e - s e t t l e m e n t  

s y s tem  e m p h a s i z e s  h o u s e h o ld  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  m o b i l i t y  and c o o p e r a t i o n  t o  a 

g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  t h a n  g e n e r a l y  d e p i c t e d  f o r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  i t  

s h a r e s  some of th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p a t t e r n s  d e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c
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n a t i v e  p e o p l e s  o f  Alabama and M i s s i s s i p p i  ( c f .  Swanton  1911 :67 -79 ,  

1931 :46 -56 ,  1979:2 62-265 ;  C am p b e l l  1959; Hudson 1976 :269-272 ;  C a d d e l l  

1981 :19-50 ;  B l i t z  1985 :16 -18 ) .  I m p o r t a n t  c a l e n d r i c a l  c e r e m o n i e s  

i n c l u d e d  a l a t e  s u m m e r / e a r l y  f a l l  h a r v e s t  ce remony.  T h i s  and o t h e r  

e v e n t s ,  a l l  o f  v h i c h  in v o l v e d  f e a s t s ,  m e an t  r e g u l a r  a s s e m b l y  of  some 

p o r t i o n  of  t h e  d i s p e r s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  I f  t h e  

p r e h i s t o r i c  S u m m e r v i l l e  p a t t e r n  was  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  h i s t o r i c  

p a t t e r n ,  a s  a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  c a s e ,  t h e n  movement back  and f o r t h  from 

f a r m s t e a d  t o  l o c a l  c e n t e r  was p r o b a b ly  more  f r e q u e n t  t h a n  we a r e  a b l e  t o  

d e t e c t  i n  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d .

Summary

S i t e  B e a s o n a l i t y ,  p e rm anence  and s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  

exam ined  w i t h  d a t a  f ro m  f o u r  f a r m s t e a d s .  S u m m e r v i l l e  d o m e s t i c  u n i t e  

a p p e a r  t o  h ave  engaged i n  t h e  same b a s i c  econom ic  t a s k s  r e g a r d l e s s  of  

l o c a t i o n .  There  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  of s u b s i s t e n c e  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a t  

f a r m s t e a d s .  U t i l i t a r i a n  a r t i f a c t  i n v e n t o r i e s  a r e  c o m p a r a b le  a t  bo th  

f a r m s t e a d s  and t h e  Lubbub Creek  c e n t e r .  Maize i s  u b i q u i t o u s  a t  a l l  

f a r m s t e a d s .  A c o m p a r i s o n  of  p o t t e r y  v e s s e l  s i z e  b e tw e e n  f a r m s t e a d s  and 

Lubbub Creek  r e v e a l s  a s m a l l e r  s i z e  r a n g e  o f  f a r m s t e a d  j a r s ,  w h ich  i s  

t e n t a t i v e l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  r e f l e c t  s m a l l e r  g ro u p  s i z e ,  l i m i t e d  s t o r a g e  

c a p a c i t y ,  l i t t l e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  of  food  c o n s u m p t io n  

a t  f a r m s t e a d s  and p e r h a p s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .

Ev idence  was  p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  f a r m s t e a d  p o p u l a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  

r e g u l a r  a g g r e g a t i o n s  a t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s .  S e a s o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s  s u g g e s t  

m u l t i p l e - s e a s o n  f a r m s t e a d  o c c u p a t i o n  bu t  w i t h  t e m p o r a r y  abandonment i n  

l a t e  f a l l / e a r l y  w i n t e r .  C o m p l e m e n t a r i t y  in  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  d e e r
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s k e l e t a l  p a r t s  b e tw e e n  th e  Y arborough  f a r m s t e a d  and t h e  Lubbub c e n t e r  

a r e  e v i d e n c e  of  i n t e n s i v e  l a t e  f a l l / e a r l y  w i n t e r  d e e r  h u n t s ,  and 

t r a n s p o r t i o n  o f  v e n i s o n  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  

a s  g roup  c o n s u m p t io n  of  d e e r  and s t o r e d  f o o d s  by members o f  f a r m s t e a d s  

d u r i n g  c e r e m o n i e s  h e l d  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  F u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  of 

f a r m s t e a d / l o c a l  c e n t e r  i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  

b e tw e e n  t h e  s c a l e  of  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  Lubbub C reek  and th e  s m a l l  

r e s i d e n t i a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and d e f e n s e  

i n v o l v e d  f a r m s t e a d  p o p u l a t i o n s .
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CHAPTER V I I

CERAMIC DISTRIBUTIONS AT EUBBUB CREEK

I t  hae  been  a rg u e d  t h a t  an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  deve lopm en t  of  

ch ie fdom s  was t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  o r  r e s t r i c t  a c c e s s  t o  v a l u e d  

r e s o u r c e s  ( S e r v i c e  1971 ,  1975; P e e b l e s  and K u b  1977; Wenke 1981;  Wrigh t  

1984;  E a r l e  1 9 8 7 ) .  In  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r s ,  t h i s  i s s u e  was examined by 

f o c u s i n g  on food  s u r p l u s e s ,  bu t  what  about  d u r a b l e  goods? Food 

s u r p l u s e s  may be u sed  t o  s u p p o r t  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o d u c t s  of 

v h i c h  may e n t e r  i n t o  l o c a l  and r e g i o n a l  exchange  n e t w o r k s .  I n  such  a 

sy s t e m ,  some h i g h - c o s t  i t e m s  may be u n e v e n ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  and a c c r u e  t o  

an " e l i t e "  segment of  s o c i e t y  ( P e e b l e s  and K u b  1 9 7 7 : 4 2 5 - 4 2 7 ) .

P e e b l e s '  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  a t  M o u n d v i l l e  i s  based  

upon t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  a r t i f a c t  

c a t e g o r i e s  r e f l e c t  some s o r t  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  r e s t r i c t e d  or  

p r e f e r e n t i a l  a c c e s s .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  a r e a  have 

documented  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of  n o n - l o c a l  o r  h i g h - c o s t  

m a t e r i a l s  and s o ugh t  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n o n - e g a l i t a r i a n  o p e r a t i o n  of  

c h i e f l y  p o l i t i c a l  economy ( P e e b l e s  1987;  P e e b l e s  and  Kus 1977;  

S t e p o n a i t i s  1989;  Welch 1 9 8 6 ) .  The M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t i c a l  economy has  

been  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a "form of p r e s t i g e  goods economy" i n  w hich  p r e s t i g e
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goods  and e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  

among an e l i t e  t h a t  r e s i d e  a t  l o c a l  and r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r s  (Welch 1 9 8 6 ) .

The d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  v a l u a b l e s  e x p e c t e d  from 

t h e o r e t i c a l  models  o f  H i s s i s s i p p i a n  c h i e f l y  economy h a s  r e c e i v e d  v e r y  

l i m i t e d  t e s t i n g  and g e n e r a l l y  o n ly  a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e g i o n a l  p o l i t i e s  s u c h  

a s  M o u n d v i l l e .  More i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  

p a t t e r n s  of  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  and t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r  

th e y  imply o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  s m a l l e r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  such as  Lubbub 

C reek .  S t a t e d  a n o t h e r  way,  does  t h e  r a n k e d  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and r e s t r i c t e d  

a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s  so o f t e n  assumed t o  be t y p i c a l  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

ch ie fdom s  c r o s s - c u t  c o m n u n i t i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  s i z e s  o r  i s  t h e  d e g r e e  of  

s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  dep en d e n t  on t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  p o l i t y ?

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  presumed M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p r e s t i g e  

goods  i s  l a r g e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  c o p p e r ,  s h e l l ,  s t o n e  and ce ra m ic  

a r t i f a c t s .  I t  has  been p ro p o s e d  t h a t  one  a r e a  of  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  

i n  c h ie fdom s  i s  p o t t e r y  p r o d u c t i o n  ( P e e b l e s  and  Kus 1 9 7 7 ) .  In  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  i n t r a s i t e  ce ram ic  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a t  Lubbub Creek  w i l l  be 

examined  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  r e s t r i c t e d  a c c e s s  t o  s p e c i a l i z e d  

c r a f t  p r o d u c t s .

In  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  S o u t h w e s t ,  r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  f i n e w a r e  c e r a m i c s  may be a v a l u e d  comnodi ty  w i t h  a

d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  c o n n o te s  p r e f e r e n t i a l  a c c e s s  by an

" e l i t e "  (Upham e t  a l .  1981;  Upham 1 9 8 2 ) .  In  t h i s  v ie w :

Such d i s t r i b u t i o n  would  be e v i d e n t  i n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  
c l a s s e s  of  m a t e r i a l s  a t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r s  and  t h e i r  a b s e n c e  a t  
s e c o n d a r y  and t e r t i a r y  s i t e s . . . E v e n  i f  l e s s  c o s t l y  c e r a m ic s  w e re  to  
have  been made l o c a l l y  and used  by m os t  h o u s e h o l d s ,  a n a l y s i s  and 
com par i son  o f  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  more c o s t l y  v e s s e l s  
can p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of 
com m un i t ie s  and r e g i o n s  [Upham e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 ] .
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Among M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e  s o c i a l  r o l e  o f  e l a b o r a t e  

f i n e w a r e a  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r .  Because  f i n e w a r e s  a r e  a lways  a s m a l l  

p o r t i o n  of  t h e  t o t a l  c e ra m ic  a s s e m b l a g e  and o f t e n  c o n s p i c u o u s  o n ly  ae 

g r a v e  g o o d s ,  some i n v e s t i g a t o r s  s u g g e s t  a " s a c r e d "  and " s e c u l a r "  

d ichotomy o f  use  ( S e a r s  1 9 7 3 ) .  Tha t  f i n e w a r e s  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  e l i t e  i s  w i d e l y  assumed (Anderson  1 9 8 9 :1 9 )  and t h e  

p r e s e n c e  of  f i n e w a r e s  in  b u r i a l s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  mark s t a t u s  ( e . g .

Hatch  197 5 ) .

Whether or  no t  f i n e w a r e  c e r a m ic s  w e re  p roduced  by c r a f t  s p e c i a l i s t s  

among t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  o f  w e s t e r n  Alabama re m a in s  u n c e r t a i n .  

However, t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  f i n e w a r e  was  a h i g h l y - v a l u e d  i t e m  i s  

s u p p o r t e d  by ( 1 )  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a c r a f t  t h a t  was n o t  

produced  w i t h i n  each  h o u s e h o ld  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1983;  Welch 1986) ;  (2 )  t h e  

r a r i t y  of  f i n e w a r e  (<5X of  t h e  S unnnerv i l le  c e ra m ic  c o m p lex ) ;  and (3 )  

f i n e w a r e s  r e q u i r e  g r e a t e r  energy  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a s  m e asu re d  

i n  p r o d u c t  i o n - s t e p s , t h a n  does  mundane c o a r s e w a r e  (Appendix 1,  Tab le  

3 1 ) .

The S um m erv i l l e  c e ra m ic  complex i s  p a r t  of t h e  same c e ra m ic  

t r a d i t i o n  ae  t h a t  of  M oundv i l l e  (Appendix 1 ) .  T e c h n i c a l  and f u n c t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  M o u n d v i l l e  c e r a m ic s  h ave  been  s t u d i e d  by S t e p o n a i t i s  

( 1 9 8 3 : 3 3 ) .  He r e c o g n i z e s  two b a s i c  g r o u p s :  f i n e  s h e l l  t e m p e re d ,  

b u r n i s h e d  bowls and b o t t l e s  used  a s  e a t i n g  and s e r v i n g  v e s s e l s  

( f i n e w a r e ) ;  and c o a r s e  s h e l l  t e m p e r e d ,  u n b u r n i s h e d  j a r s  p r i m a r i l y  used  

in  cook ing  ( c o a r s e w a r e ) .  The b u r n i s h e d  f in e w a re B  a r e  commonly " b l a c k -  

f i l m e d "  a d a r k  t o  b l a c k  s u r f a c e  c o l o r  t h a t  modern r e p l i c a t i o n  

e x p e r i m e n t s  s u g g e s t  was p roduced  by f i r i n g  i n  a r e d u c i n g  a tm o s p h e re
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( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 3 : 2 6 - 2 7 ) .

A d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  e l a b o r a t i o n  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  

t b e  M o u n d v i l l e  I I  and I I I  p h a s e s  when f i n e w a r e  v e s s e l  fo rm s  such  as 

b o t t l e s  w ere  composed o f  j o i n e d  h e m i s p h e r e s  made from a "m old"— a bowl 

w hich  s e r v e d  a s  a r e s t  w h i l e  t h e  v e s s e l  was  formed (Van d e r  Leeuw 1 9 8 1 ) .  

Ev idence  of  m o l d - a s s i s t e d  p r o d u c t i o n  of  f i n e w a r e  v e s s e l s  was a l s o  

i d e n t i f i e d  a t  Lubbub Creek (Mann 1 9 8 3 ) .  M o u n d v i l l e  Eng raved ,  C a r t h a g e  

I n c i s e d  and Mound P l a c e  I n c i s e d  a r e  f i n e w a r e s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  e n e rg y  e x p e n d i t u r e  as  m e asu re d  i n  p r o d u c t i o n - s t e p s .  The most  

e l a b o r a t e  f i n e w a r e ,  M o u n d v i l l e  E ngrave d ,  and t h e  m o l d - a s s i s t e d  t e c h n i q u e  

a p p e a r  a t  Lubbub Creek  w i t h  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  Sunsnerv i l l e  I I / I I I  

phase  (A.D. 1 2 0 0 - 1 4 5 0 /1 5 0 0 ) .  T h i s  a p p e a r e n c e  c o r r e l a t e s  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  

emergence  of M o u n d v i l l e  as  an  i n f l u e n c i a l  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r .  S u r a n e r v i l l e  

I  and IV phase  c e r a m ic s  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  and s t y l i s t i c a l l y  s i m p l e r ,  w i t h  

l e n s  t y p e - v a r i e t y  d i v e r s i t y .

At M o u n d v i l l e ,  P e e b l e s  d id  n o t  a s s i g n  b u r i a l s  w i t h  c e r a m ic s  t o  t h e  

s u p e r o r d i n a t e  segment of  s o c i e t y :  e f f i g y  v e s s e l s  w e re  found  w i t h  a d u l t s  

of  bo th  s e x e s  i n  c e m e t e r i e s  n e a r  mounds,  w h i l e  " w a te r  b o t t l e s " ,  bowls 

and j a r s  w ere  found  w i t h  a d u l t s  and s u b - a d u l t B  i n  c e m e t e r i e s  n e a r  mounds 

and v i l l a g e  a r e a s  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1 9 7 7 : 4 3 9 ) .  Data f o r  i n f e r r i n g  

s o c i a l l y - d e t e r m i n e d  f i n e w a r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a t  o t h e r  M o u n d v i l l e  s i t e s  i s  

v e r y  l i m i t e d .  D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  r a t i o s  of  s e r v i n g  t o  cook ing  w a r e s  a t  

t h e  Whi te s i t e ,  a l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  may i n d i c a t e  h i g h - s t a t u s  and l o w - s t a u s  

l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  s i t e  (Welch 1 9 8 6 : 5 6 ) .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  l o c a l l y - m a d e  

f i n e w a r e s  "may have conveyed p r e s t i g e  a s  w e l l  as  b e i n g  o b j e c t s  of  

r e g u l a r  d o m e s t i c  u s e "  (Welch 1 9 8 6 : 1 7 2 ) .  C l e a r l y ,  we need t o  examine 

more  i n t r a s i t e  and  i n t e r s i t e  c o n t e x t s  t o  make t h e  i m p o r t a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n
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between f i n e w a r e  a s  a s t a t u s  i t e m  ( r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  

s t a t u e  o r  r a n k )  and f i n e w a r e  a s  a w e a l t h  i t em  (a v a l u e d  i t e m  t h a t  

c o n f e r s  p r e s t i g e ,  b u t  i s  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o r  

r a n k ) .

Sample C h a r a c t e r i s t  i c s  

The Lubbub Creek  c e r a m ic  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  exam ined  a t  t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  s c a l e s  o f  c o m p a r i s o n :  (1 )  l a r g e - s c a l e  i n t r a s i t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  

( 2 )  mound and  v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s ;  and  ( 3 )  s e t s  o f  f e a t u r e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 

h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r s .  Each s c a l e  of  co m p ar i so n  v a r i e s  i n  t h e  d e g r e e  of 

s o c i a l  and b e h a v i o r a l  s p e c i f i c i t y .  Ceramic sam ples  a r e  compared t o  see  

i f  i n v e n t o r i e s  a r e  d i s p a r a t e  or  c o m p a r a b le .  Of c o u r s e ,  i t  can n o t  be 

assumed t h a t  ce ra m ic  sample c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  o n ly  by 

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o r  w e a l t h .  Tempora l  change  must  be c o n t r o l l e d ,  and 

f u n c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  may r e f l e c t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  

in  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e x t s .

With t h e s e  t e m p o ra l  and f u n c t i o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  m ind ,  t h e  

t e n t a t i v e  a s s u m p t i o n  h e r e  i s  t h a t  a h igh  d e g r e e  of  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  ce ra m ic  t y p e s  and a t t r i b u t e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a s p a t i a l l y  

r e s t r i c t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p a t t e r n ,  i m p l i e s  e i t h e r  ( 1 )  r e s t r i c t e d  o r  

p r e f e r e n t i a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  by a s u b s e t  of  t h e  community 

p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d / o r  ( 2 )  a s p e c i a l i z e d  c o n t e x t  o f  u s e  w i t h i n  t h e  

community.  A h ig h  d e g r e e  of  red u n d an c y  in  t h e  c e r a m ic  s am p les  and a 

d i f f u s e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i m p l i e s  b ro a d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  i t e m s .

I n f e r e n c e s  a bou t  t h e  s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  c e r a m ic  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  

i n v o l v e  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  wha t  f a c t o r s  shaped  sample  c o n t e n t .  A wide 

a s s o r t m e n t  of f a c t o r s  may i n t e r c e d e  i n  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  i n - u s e
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a s s e m b la g e  ( t h e  a r t i f a c t  i n v e n t o r y  o r i g i n a l l y  in  use  a t  any one p o i n t  in  

t i m e )  i n t o  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a s s e m b l a g e  ( t h o s e  a r t i f a c t s  t h e  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t  r e c o v e r s ) .  D i f f e r e n t  uBe l i f e  spans  o f  a r t i f a c t s  (Arnold  

1988;  S h o t t  1989;  M i l l s  1989;  DeBoer 1974 ,  1 985 ) ,  d i f f e r e n t i a l  c u r a t i o n  

or  r e t e n t i o n  ( B i n f o r d  1973;  S c h i f f e r  L 976) ,  d i s c a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  ( S c h i f f e r  

197 6; D eal  1985;  Hayden and Cannon 1 9 8 3 ) ,  d i f f e r e n t  t im e  s p a n s  of  

d e p o s i t s  ( S c h i f f e r  197 5) and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a l l  m i t i g a t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a s s e m b l a g e  a p p r o x i m a t e s  i n - u s e  

a s s e m b l a g e .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  u n c o o p e r a t i v e  human a c t i v i t y ,  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t s  a r e  under  t h e  c o n s t a n t  p r o b i n g ,  p o k in g ,  and 

p i l i n g  " p e r t u r b a t i o n s "  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r ld .

C o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f o r t  has  b een  expended by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  t o  a p p l y  

c o r r e c t i v e  f o r m u l a s  t o  s e p a r a t e  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  d i s t o r t i o n s .  

The fu n d a m e n ta l  p ro b lem  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p r o c e s s  f o r m u l a s  

i6  t h a t  they  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a pp ly  i n  any r e a l i s t i c  m a n n e r .  I n p u t s  and 

v a l u e s  d e r i v e d  from modern o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  known, c o n t r o l l e d  and 

m e a su re d .  The a r c h a e o l o g i s t  o b v i o u s l y  c a n n o t  o b s e r v e  t h e  p r e h i s t o r c  

i n p u t s  and they  re m a in  unknown. So i t  r e m a i n s  u n c l e a r  what  p r e c i s i o n  i s  

g a i n e d  by ad d in g  s e v e r a l  more s t a g e s  o f  i n f e r e n c e  whose v a l i d i t y  i s  by 

no means s e c u r e .  For  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  1 have  l i m i t e d  c o m p a r i s o n s  of  

a s s e m b la g e  q u a n t i t y  and d i v e r s i t y  t o  s im p le  p r e s e n c e / a b s e n c e ,  and 

p r o p o r t i o n  m e a s u r e s .  C o n d i t i o n s  s p e c i f i c  t o  each  s c a l e  of  com par ison  

a r e  d i s c u s s e d  be low .

The M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  a t  Lubbub C reek  was  s p r e a d  o v e r  a 23 

ha  a r e a ,  w h ich  was sampled by a u g e r  h o l e s  and 1 x 1 m t e s t  p i t s .

However,  most s h e r d s  d i s c u s s e d  below r e p r e s e n t  a 18% sam ple  of  a 12 ha
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a r e a  of  t h e  s i t e  t h a t  was i n t e n s i v e l y  e x c a v a t e d .  Each of  t h e s e  h e c t a r e s  

was randomly  sampled by 10 x 10 m u n i t s  i n  w h ich  th e  p l o v z o n e  was 

s t r i p p e d  away t o  e x p o s e  , in s i t u  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s .  Thus t h e r e  a r e  two 

t y p e s  of  s am p l in g  u n i t s  a t  Lubbub: t h e  a u g e r ,  1 x 1 m and  10 x 10 m 

a r b i t r a r y  u n i t s ,  and t h e  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s .  A 1 p lowzone sample from

each  10 x 10 m u n i t  was w a t e r s c r e e n e d  t h r o u g h  1 mm mesh .  I n t a c t  

c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  below t h e  plowzone r e p r e s e n t  more b e h a v i o r a l l y -  

s p e c i f i c  u n i t s .  The t o t a l  c e ra m ic  sample  (N -56151)  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  

T a b l e  16.

L a r g e - s c a l e  Ceram ic  D i s t r i b u t i o n s  

The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  u n i t s  a t  Lubbub Creek  a r e  p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  a 

t h r e e - p h a s e  seq u en ce  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a s s o c i a t e d  d i a g n o s t i c  ce ra m ic  

t y p e s .  The d i a g n o s t i c  o r  m arke r  t y p e s  a r e  M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d  v a r i e t y  

M o u n d v i l l e  ( S - I  p h a s e ) ,  a l l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  ( S - I I / I I I  

p h a s e ) ,  and Alabama R iv e r  A p p l iq u e  v a r i e t y  Alabama R i v e r  (S-IV  p h a s e ) .

Of t h e s e  t y p e s  o n ly  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  can  be c o n s i d e r e d  a f i n e w a r e .

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  u n i t s  w i t h  t h e s e  t y p e s  was used  

t o  d e m a rc a te  t h e  s p a t i a l  e x t e n t  of  o c c u p a t i o n  or  a "communi ty"  f o r  each 

phase  ( P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 a : 3 9 7 - 4 0 2 ) ,  The l a r g e - s c a l e  p l o t  of  u n i t s  w i t h  each  

d i a g n o s t i c  t y p e  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  f i g u r e s  3 4 -3 6 .  These  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  f a i l  

t o  e x h i b i t  a s p a t i a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  p a t t e r n  e x p e c t e d  i f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  

t y p e s  was l i m i t e d  t o  an e l i t e  segment o f  t h e  community.

However,  i f  h i g h - s t a t u s  h o u s e h o l d s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

community,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  u n i t s  w i t h  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  ( F i g u r e  35)  

i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  coranun i ty .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  f in ew areB  i n  t h e s e  u n i t s  may m e re ly  r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n t
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F i g u r e  34 .  P l o t  of  U n i t s  w i th  M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d  v a r .  M o u n d v i l l e ,  
Sum m erv i l l e  I Phase  (Adapted  from P e e b l e s  1 9 6 3 a ) .
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F i g u r e  3 5 .  P l o t  o f  U n i t s  w i t h  M o u n d v i l l e  E n g rav e d ,  
Sum m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  Phase  (A dap ted  from P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 a ) .
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F i g u r e  36 .  P l o t s  o f  U n i t s  w i t h  Alabama R ive r  A p p l iq u e  v a r .  
Alabama R i v e r ,  S um m erv i l l e  IV Phase  (A dapted  from P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 a ) .
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d e g r e e s  o£ o c c u p a t i o n  l e n g t h  o r  i n t e n s i t y .  An in d e p e n d e n t  m e a su re  of  

o c c u p a t i o n  i n t e n s i t y  i s  t h e  d e n s i t y  of  daub and M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a i n  s h e r d s
■J ,

p e r  n r  of  plowzone  d e p o s i t .  When th e  u n i t s  w i t h  d i a g n o s t i c  t y p e s  a r e  

p l o t t e d  o v e r  t h e  d e n s i t y  of  d a u b / M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a i n  a s  i n  f i g u r e s  3 4 -3 6 ,  i t

i s  c l e a r  t h a t  they  a r e  h i g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  i s o m o r p h i c .  I n

o t h e r  w o rd s ,  f i n e w a r e  and c o a r s e w a r e  o c c u r  t o g e t h e r  i n  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  of  

t h e  community where  c e r a m ic s  were  u sed  and d i s c a r d e d .  The s i m i l a r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  p a t t e r n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  f i n e w a r e s  i n  

t h e s e  u n i t s  i s  a f u n c t i o n  of  o c c u p a t i o n  i n t e n s i t y  o r  d u r a t i o n .  At t h e  

v e ry  l e a s t ,  t h e  d i s p e r s e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  r e v e a l e d  

i n  f i g u r e  35 cou ld  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  b road  a c c e s s  and use

of f i n e w a r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  Lubbub C reek  community.

Mound and V i l l a g e  Ceramic  D i s t r i b u t i o n s

In  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  f u n c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  mound and 

v i l l a g e  c e r a m ic  sam ples  were  examined  a s  a m e a su re  of  m o u n d - r e l a t e d  

a c t i v i t i e s .  There  a r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  of  

v e s s e l  s h a p e s ,  no r  a r e  t h e r e  im p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  r a t i o  of  

s e r v i n g  t o  c o ok ing  w a r e s ,  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  v e s s e l  s i z e  d i f f e r e n c e s  

s u g g e s t  a s p e c i a l i z e d  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ,  Buch a s  l a r g e - g r o u p  f e a s t s .  An 

a d d i t i o n a l  a s p e c t  o f  c e ram ic  v a r i a b i l i t y — t h e  s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  

f i n e w a r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s — re m a in s  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d .

A r c h a e o l o g i s t s  have  o f t e n  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  a r t i f a c t  s t y l e  may s e r v e  to  

s i g n i f y  s o c i a l  b o u n d a r i e s  (Wobst 1 977 ) .  H i g h l y - v i s i b l e ,  d e c o r a t e d  

p o t t e r y  might  be e x p e c t e d  i n  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s ,  such  a s  c e r e m o n ia l  f e a s t s ,  

where s t a t u s ,  w e a l t h  o r  p r e s t i g e  " m e s s a g e s "  a r e  conveyed ( O t to  197 5;

K o h le r  1980;  Smith 1 9 8 7 ) .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  a t  some p o i n t  i n  i t s  use  t h e
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mound may have s e r v e d  a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  a h i g h - s t a t u s  r e s i d e n c e .

E i t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  c o u ld  r e s u l t  i n  g r e a t e r  u s e  and d i s c a r d  o f  f i n e w a r e  

c e r a m i c s  a t  t h e  mound l o c a t i o n .

V i t h  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  m ind ,  t h e  t o t a l  c e r a m ic  sam ple  from 

Lubbub Creek  was s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  a g g r e g a t e  mound and v i l l a g e  ( o f f  mound) 

s am p les  f o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s  (T a b l e  1 6 ) .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  to  n o t e  

the  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  s a m p le s .  The v i l l a g e  a g g r e g a t e  sample  combines 

c e r a m ic s  f rom a l l  plowzone 10 x 10 m sam p les  p l u s  a l l  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  

i n  t h e  community and r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e n t i r e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o c c u p a t i o n .

The mound a g g r e g a t e  sample  r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  c e r a m ic s  f rom t h e  mound. I t  

i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  s h e r d s  r e c o v e r e d  f rom ( 1 )  1 m^ plowzone s am p les  f rom 10 x 

10 m u n i t s  ove r  t h e  mound r e m n a n t ;  (2 )  a volume sample  from each  of  t h e  

m a jo r  remnant mound c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a g e s ;  (3 )  f e a t u r e s  on  th e  premound 

zone ;  and  (4)  t h e  midden d e p o s i t  a t  t h e  mound edge t h a t  was formed by 

dumping d e b r i s  from t h e  mound summit .  S ince  t h e  t a n p o r a l  span  of  mound 

and v i l l a g e  samples  a r e  c o e v a l ,  a g g r e g a t e  sam p les  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  

c o m p a ra t i v e  p u r p o s e s .

T y p e - v a r i e t y  c e ra m ic  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s u b d i v i d e s  t y p e s  i n t o  s t y l i s t i c  

v a r i e t i e s .  The p r e s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  of  d e c o r a t e d  v a r i e t i e s  i n  t h e  two 

s am ples  may s e r v e  as  a s im p le  d i v e r s i t y  m e a su re .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a r e  

t h e r e  any t y p e - v a r i e t i e s  r e s t r i c t e d  s o l e l y  t o  mound o r  v i l l a g e  c o n t e x t s ?  

I n s p e c t i o n  of  T a b l e  16 r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  two s am ple s  

i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r .  Of t h e  t o t a l  27 v a r i e t i e s ,  19 a r e  fo u n d  in  b o t h  mound 

and v i l l a g e  c o n t e x t s  bu t  e i g h t  a r e  found  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  sample o n l y .  Of 

t h e s e ,  B a r t o n  I n c i s e d  and P a r k i n  P u n c t a t e d  may be i g n o r e d  b e c a u s e  of  

c o m p a r a t i v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  they  may p o s t - d a t e  mound use  (Appendix  1 ) .

M oundv i l l e  Engraved ,  C a r t h a g e  In c iB e d  and  Mound P l a c e  I n c i s e d  a r e
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T a b l e  1 6 .  L u b b u b  C r e e k  C e r a m i c  S a m p l e :  C o u n t  a n d  P e r c e n t .

TYPE/VARIETY TOTAL MOUND
COUNT COUNT

Alabama R i v e r  A p p l i q u e
Alabama R i v e r 67 0 . 1 1 9 22 0 .3 6 7

B a r to n  I n c iB e d
U nde te rm ined 12 0 .0 2 1
Demopol is 3 0 . 0 0 5

B e l l  P l a i n
Big Sandy 157 0 . 2 8 0 8 0 . 1 3 4

C a r t h a g e  I n c i s e d
U n d e te rm in e d 106 0 . 1 8 9 14 0 . 2 3 4
C a r t h a g e 31 0 . 0 5 5 4 0.067
F o s t e r 8 0 . 0 1 4 0 . 0
Moon Lake 51 0 .091 13 0 .217
S u m m e rv i l l e 1 0 . 0 0 2 0 . 0

M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a i n
U n d e te rm in ed 93 0 . 1 6 6 10 0.167
W a r r i o r 49367 87 .918 5297 88 . 401
H u l l  Lake 24 0 . 0 1 0 .017
Hale 3180 5 .6 6 3 408 6 . 8 0 9

Mound P l a c e  I n c i s e d
U n d e te rm in ed 8 0 . 0 1 4 0 . 0
Akron 72 0 .1 2 8 12 0 .2 0 0
Havana 33 0 . 0 5 9 3 0 .0 5 0

M o u n d v i l l e  E n g r a v e d
U n d e te rm in ed 159 0 . 2 8 3 28 0 .467
Hemphi11 72 0 .1 2 8 4 0 .067
M axve l l  C r o s s i n g 2 0 . 0 0 4 0 . 0
T a y l o r v i l l e 26 0 .0 4 6 0 . 0
T u s c a l o o s a 25 0 . 0 4 5 3 0 . 0 5 0
Wiggins 64 0 . 1 1 4 9 0 .1 5 0

M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d
U n d e te rm in ed 483 0 . 8 6 0 56 0 .935
Moundv i l l e 102 0 . 1 8 2 19 0 .317
Snows Bend 108 0 . 1 9 2 24 0 .401
C a r r o l l t o n 1855 3 . 3 0 4 57 0 .9 5 1

P a r k i n  P u n c t a t e d
U n d e te rm in e d 42 0 . 0 7 4

TOTAL 56151 100 5992 100

VILLAGE
COUNT

45 0 .0 9 0

12 0 . 0 2 4
3 0 .006

149 0.297

92 0 .183
27 0 . 0 5 4

1 0 .002
38 0 .076

1 0 .0 0 2

83 0 .165
44070 87 .861

23 0 ,046
2772 5 .526

8 0.016
60 0 . 1 2 0
30 0 . 0 6 0

131 0 .261
68 0 .136

2 0 . 0 0 4
26 0 .052
22 0 .0 4 4
55 0 .1 1 0

427 0.851
83 0 .1 6 5
84 0 .167

1798 3 .5 8 5

42 0 . 0 7 4

50159 100
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t h e  most  " c o s t l y "  f i n e w a r e s  a s  m e a s u re d  by p r o d u c t i o n - s t e p s . A l l  t h r e e  

t y p e s  a r e  fo u n d  i n  b o t h  mound and v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s .  However,  f i v e  

s t y l i s t i c  v a r i e t i e s  a r e  o n ly  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s — in 

e x t r e m e l y  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s .  C o n t r a r y  t o  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h e  mound does  

n o t  have  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i v e r s i t y  of  s t y l i s t i c  v a r i e t i e s .  Yet g i v e n  t h e  

n o t o r i o u s  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween  a s s e m b l a g e  d i v e r s i t y  and sample  

s i z e  ( J o n e s  e t  a l .  1963;  C o w g i l l  1 9 8 6 ) ,  t h e  o n e - s i d e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  

t h e s e  few r a r e  ty p e s  (38 o u t  of  a t o t a l  56,151 s h e r d s )  i n  t h e  mound 

sample  a r e  most  l i k e l y  due to  t h e  d i B p o r t i o n a t e  sample  s i z e s .

Mound and v i l l a g e  a g g r e g a t e  c e r a m ic  samples  can be s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  

t o t a l  d e c o r a t e d / u n d e c o r a t e d  s h e r d s .  When t h i s  was done ,  a c h i - s q u a r e d  

t e s t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  d e c o r a t e d / u n d e c o r a t e d  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  n o t  e q u a l l y  

d i s t r i b u t e d  a c r o s s  mound and v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s .  However, t h i s  d i s c o v e r y  

i s  n o t  v e r y  i n f o r m a t i v e  f o r  two r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  sample  s i z e  i s  v e r y  

l a r g e .  S in c e  t h e  m a g n i tu d e  of c h i - s q u a r e d  i s  a f f e c t e d  by sample s i z e ,  

i t  i s  a lm o s t  a lw ays  p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i f  t h e  

sample i s  made l a r g e  enough.  S e c o n d ly ,  b eca u se  s h e r d s  a r e  f r a g m e n t s  of 

w ho le  v e s s e l s ,  they  a r e  n o t  t r u e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  In  o t h e r  

w o rd s ,  non-random d i s t r i b u t i o n  may m e re ly  r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  of  

f r a g m e n t a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

s i t u a t i o n s  i n  w hich  th e  c e r a m ic s  w e re  u s e d .

For  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  s im p le  p r o p o r t i o n  m e a s u re m e n t s  make t h e  l e a s t  

demands upon t h e  d a t a .  The p r o p o r t i o n  of  d e c o r a t e d  s h e r d s  i n  t h e  two 

sam ple s  were  compared (mound ■ .04 and v i l l a g e  ■ . 0 6 ) .  While th e  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  d e c o r a t e d  s h e r d s  i s  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  i s  m i n o r .  T a b le  17 compares  i n d i v i d u a l  d e c o r a t e d  ty p e
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r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c i e s  i n  mound and  v i l l a g e  s a m p le s ,  w i t h  t h e  u n d e c o r a t e d  

m a j o r i t y  removed .  T he re  a r e  h i g h e r  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c i e s  of  t h e  t h r e e  

h igh  " c o s t "  f i n e w a r e  t y p e s — M o u n d v i l l e  E ng rave d ,  C a r t h a g e  I n c i s e d  and 

Mound P l a c e  I n c i s e d — i n  t h e  mound d e c o r a t e d  sam ple .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  c o u ld  

be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  g r e a t e r  f i n e w a r e  u se  i n  mound c o n t e x t s .  

Th i s  r e s u l t  would  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  m ound 's  p r o p o s e d  f u n c t i o n  a s  a 

f o c u s  o f  community r i t u a l s  and f e a s t s .  However, in  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h e  

t i n y  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  t o t a l  sample  t h a t  t h e s e  f i n e w a r e  t y p e s  r e p r e s e n t ,  

p r o p o r t i o n  c o m p ar i s o n s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  t h e  u n d e c o r a t e d  m a j o r i t y  p ro b a b ly  

p r o v i d e  a more s t a n d a r d i z e d  m e a s u r e .  On t h a t  b a s i s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

t h e  two sam ples  must  be c o n s i d e r e d  m i n o r .

Household  Ceramic Samples

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to  examine  ce ra m ic  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a t  a f i n e r  s c a l e  of  

c o n t e x t  t h a n  t h e  l a r g e - s c a l e  i n t r a s i t e  and  m o u n d / v i l l a g e  p a t t e r n s .  I f  

t h e  mound i s  p r i m a r i l y  a s p e c i a l i z e d  communal or  c o r p o r a t e  g roup  

f a c i l i t y ,  as  seems to  be t h e  c a s e ,  t h e n  p e r h a p s  a co m p ar i so n  of 

h o u s e h o ld  c e ra m ic  sam p le s  would  d i s c l o s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a c c e s s  o r  use  of 

f i n e w a r e  c e r a m ic s  w i t h i n  the  c o m nun i ty .

E t h n o l o g i s t s  g e n e r a l l y  d e f i n e  h o u s e h o ld s  a s  t h e  min ima l  economic 

and d o m e s t i c  u n i t  i n  sm al l  p r e s t a t e  s o c i e t i e s  ( S a h l i n s  1 9 7 2 ) .  At Lubbub 

C reek ,  f u n c t i o n a l l y - e q u i v a l e n t  f e a t u r e  c l u s t e r s  were  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r e m a i n s  of  d o m e s t i c  r e s i d e n c e s .  These  f e a t u r e s  a r e  

g ro u p ed  i n t o  a n a l y t i c a l  u n i t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r s  ( c f .  

F l a n n e r y  1976;  Drennan 1 9 7 6 ) .  Each h o u s e h o l d  c l u s t e r  i s  composed o f  

house  f l o o r s ,  p o s t m o l d s ,  h e a r t h s ,  g r a v e s ,  p i t s  o r  s m a l l  s h e e t  middens  

t h a t  a r e  s p a t i a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  and t e m p o r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d .  Some f e a t u r e
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T a b l e  17. F requency  o f  D e c o ra t e d  Types i n  Mound and V i l l a g e  S am ples ,  S 
I  -  S I I / I I I  P h a s e s .  P r o d u c t i o n - s t e p  M easures  a f t e r  Fe inman e t  a l .  1981.

D e c o r a t e d  Types 
by P r o d u c t i o n  S t e p  
Measure

Mound V i l l a g e

N X N x

(5)  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved 44 18 304 10

(4) C a r t h a g e  I n c i s e d 31 13 166 6

(4)  Mound P la c e  I n c i s e d lb 6 98 3

(2)  M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d 156 63 2392 81

246 2960
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c l u s t e r s  t h a t  met  t h e s e  min imal  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w e r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  s u b s e q u e n t  o c c u p a t i o n s  had c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  o v e r l a p p i n g  

f e a t u r e s  from d i f f e r e n t  p h a s e s .  Only t h e  most  s p a t i a l l y  d i s t i n c t  

h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r s  w e re  used  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s .

Whi le i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a l l  f e a t u r e s  g ro u p ed  w i t h i n  a h o u s e h o ld  

c l u s t e r  w ere  i n  s i m u l t a n e o u s  u s e ,  a l l  can be a s s i g n e d  t o  a s i n g l e  phase  

i n t e r v a l .  E leven  h o u s e h o l d  c l u s t e r s  e r e  d e f i n e d .  I n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e h o ld  

c l u s t e r s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  f i g u r e s  3 7 - 4 9 .  T a b l e  18 p r e s e n t s  t h e  f l o o r  

a r e a ,  number of  f e a t u r e s  and c e ra m ic  c o n t e n t  of  each  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r .

To summarize ,  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r s  a t  Lubbub Creek  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  

s i m i l a r  in  t e rm s  of  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  l a y o u t ,  and m a t e r i a l  r e m a i n s .  Oak and 

p in e  were  t h e  s o u r c e s  of  p o l e s  used  a s  a f ramework and i m p r e s s i o n s  on 

f i r e d  daub i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  f ramework was c o v e re d  w i t h  a s h e a t h i n g  of  

c a n e .  There  i s  l i t t l e  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  a bou t  t h e  form of r o o f .  Most 

s t r u c t u r e s  seem t o  be of  f l e x i b l e  p o l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  which  th e  p o le  

f ram e  work  was b e n t  i n w a rd ,  and l a s h e d  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  t o p  t o  form a 

dome-shaped  s t r u c t u r e .  However,  l a r g e  i n t e r i o r  p o s tm o ld s  t h a t  may h ave  

s u p p o r t e d  a h e a v i e r  r o o f  were  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  H l - 2 ,  H 2-2 ,  and H4-4 

s t r u c t u r e s .  The H3-2 s t r u c t u r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be t h e  o n ly  p o s s i b l e  example  

o f  a c i r c u l a r  d w e l l i n g  w i t h  a sunken  f l o o r ,  a form p o s s i b l y  a n a l o g o u s  to  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  w i n t e r  house  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t  (Swanton 

1 9 7 9 :3 8 6 ;  F a u l k n e r  1 9 7 7 ) .

A l l  houses  p roduced  s i m i l a r  e v i d e n c e  of  h u n t i n g  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  

i m p l i m e n t s .  L i t h i c  t o o l s  and d e b i t a g e  w ere  n o t  a b u n d a n t  a t  Lubbub 

C re e k ,  T h i s  i s  a f r e q u e n t l y  o b s e rv e d  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  

s i t e s  on t h e  G ulf  C o a s t a l  P l a i n  and a p p a r e n t l y  r e f l e c t s  r e l i a n c e  on 

c a n e ,  wood, bone ,  and o t h e r  p e r i s h a b l e  m a t e r i a l s .  S e v e r a l  h ouseho ld
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T a b le  19 .  D e c o r a t e d  P o t s h e r d s  From Household  C l u s t e r s

SUMMERVILLE I  PHASE H 1-1 H 2-1

M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d
C a r r o l l t o n 2 0
M o u n d v i l l e 3 2
U nde te rm ined 9 0

C a r t h a g e  I n c i s e d
Moon Lake 0 1
U nde te rm ined 0 1

SUMMERVILLE I I / I I I  PHASE H 1-2 H 2-2 H 3-2 H 4 - 2 H 5-2

C a r th a g e  I n c i s e d
C a r t h a g e 1 0 1 0 0
Moon Lake 0 2 2 1 1
U n d e r te rm in e d 5 2 1 0 2

Mound P l a c e  I n c i s e d
Akron 0 0 1 1 1
Havana 0 0 2 1 2
U n d e r te rm in e d 1 1 1 1 0

M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved
Hemphil  1 1 1 3 3 0
T u s c a l o o s a 0 0 2 0 0
Wiggins 0 0 13 5 0
U nde te rm ined 0 0 15 7 2

M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d
C a r r o l l t o n 8 8 18 3 1
Snow's  Bend 4 4 4 0 2
U nde te rm ined 23 23 44 5 4

SUMMERVILLE IV PHASE H 1-4 H 2-4 H 3 -4 H 4 -4

Alabama R i v e r  A p p l iq u e
Alabama R iv e r 1 24 6 1

B a r t o n  I n c i s e d
U nde te rm ined 6 0 0 0

C a r th a g e  I n c i s e d
C a r t h a g e 0 5 1 0
Undete rm ined 3 2 0 0

M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d
C a r r o l l t o n 2 2 0 2
U nde te rm ined 12 5 3 3

P a r k i n  P u n c t a t e d
U nde te rm ined 0 3 0 2

2 0 7
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c l u s t e r s  a l s o  p ro d u c e d  c h e r t  m i c r o d r i l I s  o f  a  fo rm  t h a t  has  been l i n k e d  

t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of  s h e l l  b e a d s .  The s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  

a c t i v i t y  a r e  exam ined  i n  C h a p te r  V I I I .

The d e p o s i t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  c e r a m i c  s a m p le s  

can be sum m a r ized  a s  f o l l o w s :  (1 )  s m a l l  s h e r d s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  

h o u s e h o ld  f l o o r s ,  s m a l l  i n t e r n a l  p i t s ,  and p o s t m o l d s ;  (2) s h e r d s  

d i s p e r s e d  w i t h i n  a few m e t e r s  of  t h e  h o u s e h o ld ,  some i n t o  t h i n  s h e e t  

m id d e n s ;  (3)  s h e r d s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  food  d e b r i s ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  

abandoned s t o r a g e  p i t s  o r  low p l a c e s  in  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  h o u s e h o ld  

v i c i n i t y ;  and  (4) g r a v e s  in  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  h o u s e h o ld  v i c i n i t y  t h a t  

c o n t a i n  p o t t e r y  e i t h e r  as  i n t e n t i o n a l  o f f e r i n g s  or  u n i n t e n t i o n a l  f i l l .  

A l l  e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  s h e r d s  w e re  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e i r  

u s e .

Now t h a t  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r s  have been  d e s c r i b e d  in  some d e t a i l ,  

i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  compare  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e d  c e r a m ic  s a m p l e s .  Three  

m e a s u r e s  of  c e r a m ic  v a r i a b i l i t y  a r e  exam ined :  t h e  abundance  of  

f i n e w a r e s ,  t h e  r a t i o  of  d e c o r a t e d  t o  u n d e c o r a t e d  c e r a m i c s ,  and t h e  r a t i o  

of  s e r v i n g  t o  c o ok ing  w a r e s .  Did a l l  h o u s e h o ld s  have  a c c e s s  t o  o r  use 

f i n e w a r e s 7  T a b l e  19 t a b u l a t e s  th e  d e c o r a t e d  p o t s h e r d s  found  i n  each  

h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r .  In  a l l  t h r e e  p h a s e s ,  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r s  c o n t a i n  t h e  

b a s i c  d e c o r a t e d  t y p e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i n e w a r e s .  D ur ing  th e  S u m m e r v i l l e  

I I / I I I  p h a s e ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  " c o a t "  f i n e w a r e — M o u n d v i l l e  E n g ra v e d — i s  

p r e s e n t  i n  each  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r .  W hi le  t h e  c e r a m ic  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  

h o u s e h o ld s  a r e  no t  u n i f o r m ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  was  b ro a d  a c c e s s  or  

u s e  o f  f i n e w a r e s  in  h o u s e h o ld  c o n t e x t s .

When h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r  s am p les  a r e  g rouped  by p h a s e ,  a s s e m b l a g e s
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found i n  h o u s e h o ld  c o n t e x t s  may be com pared  t o  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  mound and 

v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s .  The i m p o r t a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw ee n  b u r n i s h e d  and 

u n b u r n i s h e d  p o t t e r y  and t h e  s t r o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  have  t o  

s e r v i n g  and  c o o k in g  f u n c t i o n s  has  been d i s c u s s e d .  The e x p e c t a t i o n  i s  

t h a t  a h i g h e r  r a t i o  of  s e r v i n g  t o  c o ok ing  w a r e s  s h o u ld  i n d i c a t e  food  

c o n s u m p t io n  c o n t e x t s  t h a t  e m p h a s i z e  d i s p l a y s  o f  s t a t u s  or  w e a l t h .  A 

c o m p a r i s o n  of  t h e  mean p r o p o r t i o n  of b u r n i s h e d  s h e r d s  f rom  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  

each  p h as e  ( S u m m e r v i l l e  I  x ■ .06; S u m m e r v i l l e  11 /111  x ■ .08; 

S u m m e r v i l l e  IV x -  .07) a r e  no t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h o s e  o b s e r v e d  f o r  

t h e  a g g r e g a t e  v i l l a g e  ( .06)  and mound ( .08 )  s a m p l e s .  The s l i g h t l y  

h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of  b u r n i s h e d  s h e r d s  i n  S u m m e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  h o u s e h o ld s  

i s  p r o b a b ly  a d i r e c t  r e f l e c t i o n  of  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  number of  

b u r n i s h e d  t y p e s  i n  use  d u r i n g  t h i s  phase .

S i m i l a r l y ,  r a t i o s  of  d e c o r a t e d  t o  u n d e c o r a t e d  s h e r d s  may i n d i c a t e  

s t a t u s  or  w e a l t h  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The mean p r o p o r t i o n  of  d e c o r a t e d  s h e r d s  

fo u n d  in  t o t a l  h o u s e h o l d s  of each p h a s e  i s  r e m a r k a b l y  c o n s t a n t  

( S u m m e r v i l l e  I x * .02; S u m m e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  x ■ .03; S u m m e r v i l l e  IV x * 

.02). A ga in ,  t h e s e  v a l u e s  a p p e a r  t o  be i n f l u e n c e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  

i n c r e a s e  or  d e c r e a s e  o f  t o t a l  d e c o r a t e d  t y p e s  p r e s e n t  in  each  p hase .

Thus the  S u m m e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  v a l u e  may be h i g h e r  b e c a u s e  a g r e a t e r  

d i v e r s i t y  of  d e c o r a t e d  ty p e s  w e re  i n  use  d u r i n g  t h a t  i n t e r v a l .  I t  i s  

l e s s  c l e a r  why t h e  mean p r o p o r t i o n s  a r e  l o v e r  t h a n  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  v i l l a g e  

( .06) and mound ( .04) .  P o s s i b l y  t h i s  r e f l e c t s  v a r i a t i o n  i n  h o u s e h o ld  

d e p o s i t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s .

Several attempts  to  compare ceramic quanti ty  and d i v e r s i t y  in 

in d iv id u a l  household c l u s t e r s  was abandoned as unproductive.  A su b t le  

Beale of wealth  based on quanti ty  and d i v e r s i t y  of sherds i s  not
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p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  no way t o  c o n f i d e n t l y  s e p a r a t e  o r  d e t e r m i n e  

w h ich  f a c t o r s — t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s o c i a l  a c c e s s ,  o r  l e n g t h  of 

o c c u p a t i o n — c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  i n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e h o ld  

a s s e m b l a g e s .  No c o n v i n c i n g  m e th o d o lo g y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s o l v e  t h e  

e q u i f i n a l i t y  p rob lem .

C o n c l u s i o n

Zt has  been a rg u e d  by some t h a t  r a n k e d  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and r e s t r i c t e d  

a c c e s s  t o  c e r t a i n  r e s o u r c e s ,  such  as  s p e c i a l i z e d  c r a f t  p r o d u c t s ,  a r e  

t y p i c a l  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c h i e fd o m s .  Because  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f i n e w a r e  

c e r a m i c s  i n  w e s t e r n  Alabama a r e  h i g h l y - v a l u e d  i t e m s  t h a t  some 

i n v e s t i g a t o r s  b e l i e v e  to  be s p e c i a l i z e d  c r a f t  p r o d u c t s ,  c e r a m i c  

d i s t r i b u t i o n s  may p r o v i d e  th e  b a s i s  f o r  s o c i a l  i n f e r e n c e s  ab o u t  a c c e s s  

or  u se .  The q u e s t i o n  of  d i f f e r e n t i a l  a c c e s s  t o  c e r a m i c s  a t  Lubbub Creek 

was  exam ined  a t  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  s c a l e s :  (1) l a r g e - s c a l e  i n t i a s i t e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  (2 )  co m p a r i s o n  o f  mound and v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s  and (3) 

c o m p a r i s o n  of c e r a m i c  s a m p le s  b e tw ee n  i n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r s .  

L a r g e - s c a l e  i n t r a s i t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  f a i l e d  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  h i g h l y -  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  p a t t e r n  of  f i n e w a r e B  e x p e c t e d  i f  a c c e s s  was  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  

an  e l i t e .  I n s t e a d ,  f i n e w a r e  and c o a r s e w a r e  w e re  d e p o s i t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  

community  middens .  Measured  a s  a p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  d e c o r a t e d  

sam p le  ( u n d e c o r a t e d  m a j o r i t y  rem ove d ) ,  t h e r e  a r e  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  

f r e q u e n c i e s  o f  f i n e w a r e s  i n  t h e  mound s a m p le .  However,  r a t i o s  of  

d e c o r a t e d  t o  u n d e c o r a t e d  s h e r d s ,  and b u r n i s h e d  t o  u n b u r n i s h e d  s h e r d s  

v a r y  l i t t l e  i n  mound and  v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s .  A l l  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r  sam p les  

c o n t a i n  low f r e q u e n c i e s  of  f i n e w a r e s .  Mean p r o p o r t i o n s  of d e c o r a t e d  and 

b u r n i s h e d  s h e r d s  i n  h o u s e h o ld  a s s e m b l a g e s  v a r y  l i t t l e  f rom a g g r e g a t e

2 2 3



m ou nd  a n d  v i l l a g e  s a m p l e s .

The u b i q u i t o u s  p r e s e n c e  o f  f i n e w a r e s  i n  a l l  com munity  c o n t e x t s  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  f i n e w a r e  c e r a m i c s  a t  Lubbub  Creek w e re  b r o a d l y  a c c e s s i b l e  

w e a l t h  i t e m s  and w ere  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  an " e l i t e " .  P o s s i b l e  e v i d e n c e  

o f  g r e a t e r  f i n e w a r e  u s e  i n  mound c o n t e x t s ,  i f  v a l i d ,  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

t h e  mound's  p r o p o s e d  f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  fo c u s  of  community r i t u a l s  and 

f e a s t s .

I f  t h e r e  i s  a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e tw ee n  a c c e s s  t o  v a l u e d  i t e m s ,  

d e g r e e  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  and s i z e  o f  p o l i t y ,  t h e n  t w o - t i e r e d  and t h r e e ­

t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m s  may h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  a c c e s s .  I f  

p r e s t i g e  goods  and e v i d e n c e  of  t h e i r  m a n u f a c t u r e  a r e  l a r g e l y  r e s t i i c t e d  

t o  l o c a l  c e n t e r s ,  a s  c u r r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t i c a l  

economy s u g g e s t s  (Welch 1986),  t h e n  p e r h a p s  t h i s  iB th e  c a s e  a t  Lubbub 

Creek  a s  w e l l .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  can  b e  an s w e re d  by a c o m p a r i s o n  of 

p r e s t i g e  goods  d i s t r i b u t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r t i f a c t s  o t h e r  t h a n  f i n e w a r e  

c e r a m i c s ,  a t  b o th  f a r m s t e a d s  and t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .
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CHAPTER V I I I  

PRESTIGE GOODS AT LUBBUB CREEK AND BEYOND

In  C h a p te r  I I ,  mode ls  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

and p o l i t i c a l  economy, d e v e l o p e d  f rom r e s e a r c h  a t  M o u n d v i l l e ,  were 

exam ined .  A q u e s t i o n  was  p o s e d :  w ha t  form w i l l  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  and 

r e s o u r c e  c o n t r o l  t a k e  in  a s m a l l e r  t w o - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  sy s t e m — a l o c a l  

c e n t e r  and f a r m s t e a d s — when compared t o  a t h r e e - t i e r e d  sys tem  such as 

M oundv i l l e7

The M o u n d v i l l e  m ode ls  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977;  P e e b l e s  1978 ,  1983b; 

Welch 1986)  may be b r i e f l y  suncnar ized .  D i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  

c e r t a i n  a r t i f a c t  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  assumed t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e s  of  

an a s c r i b e d  s t a t u s ,  w hich  i n  t u r n  becomes t h e  b a s i s  f o r  d e f i n i t i o n  of  

s u p e r o r d i n a t e / s u b o r d i n a t e  s o c i a l  r a n k  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  P o l i t i c a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  i s  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be under  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  r a n k  

a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  p r e s t i g e  goods  of  n o n - l o c a l  raw 

m a t e r i a l s  w e re  e i t h e r  im p o r te d  whole  or  made on ly  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p r e s t i g e  goods  iB e x p e c t e d  t o  be l a r g e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  

M o u n d v i l l e  e x c e p t  f o r  a few p r e s t i g e  goods  p a s s e d  down t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  

h i e r a r c h y  t o  l o c a l  c e n t e r s ,  where  p o s s e s s i o n  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a
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" n o b i l i t y " .  H i g h - r a n k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s  w i l l  n o t  have  

a c c e s s  t o  t h o s e  symbols  t h a t  mark param ount  s t a t u s  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .

In  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  m o d e l s ,  s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h y  i s  assumed t o  map 

d i r e c t l y  o n to  s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y ,  w i t h  a s t r i c t  d icho tom y  between  

"commoners" on f a r m s t e a d s  and " n o b i l i t y "  a t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s .  S u b s i s t e n c e  

p r o d u c t s  from f a r m s t e a d s  p r o v i s i o n  e l i t e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  S ince  

p r e s t i g e  goods  of  n o n - l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  s a i d  to  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  

l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  what  b e n e f i t  f a r m s t e a d  o c c u p a n t s  

g a i n e d  from su ch  a c t i o n s .  P e rh ap s  t h e y  o b t a i n e d  g r e e n s t o n e  c e l t s  and 

f i n e w a r e s ,  which a r e  found  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  b u t  p resum ab ly  p roduced  on ly  a t  

M o u n d v i l l e .

The d e g r e e  to  which Sum m e rv i l l e  p a t t e r n s  a r e  s i m i l a r  or  d i f f e r e n t  

f rom t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  m ode ls  s h o u ld  be v e r y  i n f o r m a t i v e  ab o u t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s .  I f  Tombigbee 

s i t e s  were  o r g a n i z e d  as  s p a r t  of t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t y ,  o r  i n  a s i m i l a r  

m anner ,  t h e n  a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  mark P e e b l e s '  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  r a n k  would  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  o c c u r  o n ly  a t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s  such  a s  Lubbub C reek .  S u p r a -  

l o c a l  a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  i d e n t i f y  a r a n k  o r  f o rm a l  o f f i c e  s h o u ld  n o t  be 

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  mark  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a t u s  p o s i t i o n s  a t  

M o u n d v i l l e .  P r o d u c t i o n  of  p r e s t i g e  goods f rom n o n - l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l s  

would  n o t  be e x p e c t e d  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r ,  s i n c e  such  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  

t h o u g h t  t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r .  Consumption  of  c r a f t  

i t e m s  o f  n o n - l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  would be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a s u b - s e t  of  t h e  

l o c a l  c e n t e r  p o p u l a t i o n .  P r e s t i g e  goods  o f  n o n - l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l s  

would  n o t  o c c u r  a t  f a r m s t e a d s .

The p u rp o s e  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t o  examine e v i d e n c e  f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  

and consum pt ion  o f  p r e s t i g e  goods ,  i n  l i g h t  of  e x p e c t a t i o n s  from t h e
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M o u n d v i l l e  m o d e l s ,  w i t h i n  a t w o - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  sy s tem  on t h e  

M o u n d v i l l e  p e r i p h e r y .  These q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a d d r e s s e d :

( 1 )  Were p r e s t i g e  goods  p roduced  a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r ?

( 2 )  Were p r e s t i g e  goods  p roduced  a t  f a r m s t e a d s ?

( 3 )  Were p r e s t i g e  goods consumed a t  f a r m s t e a d s ?

( 4 )  Does t h e  c o n t e x t  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  p r e s t i g e  goods  s u g g e s t  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o r  c o n t r o l  o f  a c c e s s  by a n  e l i t e ?

(5 )  To what  d e g r e e  d id  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  p e o p l e s  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  

r e g i o n a l  e x c h a n g e / a l l i a n c e  n e tw o rk s ?

C r a f t  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n

A ssum pt ions  a bou t  t h e  a b i l i t y  of  an M i s s i s s i p p i a n  e l i t e  t o  c o n t r o l  

a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s  o r  w e a l t h  a r e  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  deve lo p m en t  of  

s p e c i a l i z e d  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  ( P e e b l e s  and  Kus 1 9 7 7 ) .  I n  t h i s  v ie w ,  

c r a f t  s p e c i a l i s t s  p roduced  goods f o r  an  e l i t e  and t h o s e  i t em s  a c c r u e d  t o  

an e l i t e .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  s u p p o r t  of  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i s t s  p e r m i t s  e l i t e s  t o  

c o n v e r t  s u b s i s t e n c e  s u r p l u s e s  i n t o  s c a r c e  d u r a b l e  goods  and  t h e n  

c o n t r o l ,  r e s t r i c t  o r  m a n i p u l a t e  a c c e s s  t o  f u r t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s .  

For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  must  p la y  an 

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  a g ree m en t  among S o u t h e a s t e r n  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  a b o u t  what  c o n s t i t u t e s  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o r  how to  

r e c o g n i z e  t h e  e v i d e n c e  in  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e m a in s .  A f u r t h e r  

c o m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  d e g r e e  of  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g ,  p o l i t y  s i z e ,  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  raw m a t e r i a l s  and a h o s t  o f  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  w i l l  no doubt  

r e s u l t  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  

among M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s .  Nor can  i t  be e x p e c t e d  t h a t  a l l  c l a s s e s
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of c r a f t  i t em s  were  p r o d u c e d ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  or  consumed i n  t h e  same 

m a n n e r .

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i c a l  economy w i l l  be most  

s e c u r e  when th e  p r o d u c t i o n  and consum pt ion  o f  p r e s t i g e  goods a r e  

examined a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m .  Given t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  

a m b i g u i t i e s  so cotmnon t o  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e m a i n s ,  c r i t e r i a  f o r  

i d e n t i f y i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  shou ld  

p e rm i t  com par i son  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a t  o t h e r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s i t e s .  Of 

t h e  c r i t e r i a  s u g g e s t e d  by Y erkes  (1989;  f o l l o w i n g  Evans 1 9 7 8 ) ,  t h e  most  

i m p o r t a n t  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  would be :  ( 1 )  w orkshops  or  

s p e c i a l i z e d  a r e a s  f o r  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n ;  (2 )  s p e c i a l i z e d  t o o l  k i t s ;  (3)  

h o a r d s  or  ca c h e s  f o r  s t o r i n g  f i n i s h e d  c r a f t  p r o d u c t s ;  and (4 )  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  e v i d e n c e  and f i n i s h e d  

p r o d u c t s ,  bo th  w i t h i n  s i t e s  and w i t h i n  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m s .

In  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  e v i d e n c e  f o r  p r e s t i g e  goods 

i s  examined w i t h i n  t h e  t w o - t i e r e d  S um m e rv i l l e  s e t t l e m e n t  sy s t e m .  Tab le  

20 summarizes p r o v i e n e n c e  and c o n t e x t  d a t a  f o r  s e l e c t e d  a r t i f a c t  

c l a s s e s .

P o t t e r v  M an u fa c tu r e

E v idence  of  c e ra m ic  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  Lubbub Creek  c o n s i s t e d  of  f i r e d  

c o i l s ,  te mpered  c l a y  lumps and p o t t e r y  " t r o w e l s ” (Mann 1 9 8 3 : 1 0 6 ) .  F i r e d  

c o i l s  a r e  te m pered  c o i l s  of  p a s t e  f o r  f o r m i n g  t h e  v e s s e l  and c l a y  lumps 

a r e  m asses  of  p r e p a r e d ,  te m pered  p a s t e .  These  m a t e r i a l s  were  p resumably  

f i r e d  a s  an a c c i d e n t a l  b y - p r o d u c t  of  p o t t e r y  m a k ing .  P o t t e r y  " t r o w e l s "  

a p p a r e n t l y  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  an a n v i l - l i k e  s u p p o r t  h e l d  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

of  the  p o t  a s  t h e  v e s s e l  w a l l s  w ere  shaped  w i t h  a p a d d l e  ( S t e p o n a i t i s
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1 9 8 3 :2 2 ,  F i g u r e  3 ) .

P r o v e n i e n c e  and c o n t e x t  d a t a  f o r  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  ( T a b l e  21)  r e v e a l  

no c o n c e n t r a t e d  p a t t e r n  and no s i n g l e  p r o v e n i e n c e  i n  w h ic h  a l l  t h r e e  

c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  t o g e t h e r .  ' ' T r o w e l s , "  lumps and c o i l s  a r e  a l l  

f o u n d  i n  h o u s e h o ld  c l u s t e r s ,  s u g g e s t i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  

u n i t .  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  c o i l  temper  s i z e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  b o t h  c o a r s e w a r e  and 

f i n e w a r e  w ere  m a n u f a c t u r e d  a t  Lubbub C reek .

No e v i d e n c e  of  p o t t e r y  m a n u f a c t u r e — c o i l s ,  lumps o r  " t r o w e l s " — were 

r e c o r d e d  f o r  any of  t h e  f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s .  E x c a v a t i o n  u n i t s  somet imes  

i n c l u d e d  " f i r e d  c l a y "  p i e c e s  b u t  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  te m pered  lumps,  

c o i l s  o r  " t r o w e l s "  were  o v e r l o o k e d  i n  a n a l y s i s .  P o t t e r y  p r o d u c t i o n  

seems t o  h ave  been  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  and o t h e r  f i n e w a r e s  a r e  found  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  ( J e n k i n s  

1 9 8 1 : T a b l e s  8 - 1 5 ) .  The l a c k  of  p o t t e r y  p r o d u c t i o n  e v i d e n c e  a t  

f a r m s t e a d s  l e n d s  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  t o  a p r o p o s i t i o n ,  m e n t io n e d  i n  

C h a p te r  6 ,  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l e r  s i z e  of  f a r m s t e a d  j a r s  may h ave  r e s u l t e d  

from t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .

C e l t s  and D i s c o i d a l s

Low d e n s i t y  t o o l  p r o d u c t i o n  d e b r i s ,  composed a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  of  

l o c a l  s t o n e ,  i s  common t o  a l l  d o m e s t i c  u n i t  c o n t e x t s .  The most  v a l u e d  

n o n - l o c a l  s t o n e  was p r o b a b ly  g r e e n s t o n e  ( g r e e n s c h i s t ) ,  f o r  which  th e  

c l o s e s t  raw s o u r c e  i s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  Alabama P ie d m o n t .  Whole o r  b roken  

g r e e n s t o n e  c e l t s  ( a x e s )  w ere  p r e s e n t  b o th  a t  Lubbub Creek  (N«16) and a t  

f a r m s t e a d  s i t e s  ( N " 4 ) . G r e e n s to n e  " f r a g m e n t s "  (N -35) w ere  d i s p e r s e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Lubbub Creek s i t e  i n  c o n t e x t s  d a t e d  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  

t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  ( A l l a n  1 9 8 3 : 1 8 8 ) .  I have n o t  examined
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T a b le  21.  P r o v e n ie n c e  and C o n te x t  o f  P o t t e r y  P r o d u c t i o n  E v id en ce  
a t  Lubbub C reek .

H e c t a r e U n i t C o n te x t Ev idence Temper

600N/-400E 5212/115 p l o v z o n e lumps c o a r s e  s h e l l
600N/-400E 5048/478 plow zone lumps f i n e  s h e l l
600N/-300E 7187 /10 7 c o i l s f i n e  s h e l l
500N/-400E 36 1 2 /  387 Household C l u s t e r 1-1 lumps c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-400E 4300/11 7 t r o v e l —
500N/-400E 4123/501 ? c o i l c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-300E 4712 7 c o i l s c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-300E 8407 /48 Household C l u s t e r 4 -4 c o i l s f i n e  s h e l l
500N/-300E 6479 p l o v z o n e c o i l s c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-300E 8 5 3 0 /2 mound S t r u c t u r e  5A c o i l c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-300E 4588/723 mound midden dump c o i l c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-300E 477 5/206 p lo v z o n e c o i l c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-300E 6408 /23 7 c o i l c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-3Q0E 6478 p l o v z o n e c o i l c o a r s e  s h e l l
500N/-200E 8510 p lo v z o n e lump f i n e  s h e l l
400N/-400E 2317/91 Household C l u s t e r 4 - 2 t r o v e l c o a r s e  s h e l l
400N/-300E 3454 Household C l u s t e r 2 -4 c o i l s c o a r s e  s h e l l
400N/-300E 2 5 6 2 /3 ,4 p l o v z o n e c o i l s coarBe  s h e l l
400N/-300E 4859/539 S t r u c t u r e 6 c o i l s c o a r s e  s h e l l
400N/-300E 8164 Household C l u s t e r 2 -2 c o i l c o a r s e  B h e l l
400N/-300E 6311 7 c o i l f i n e  s h e l l
400N/-300E 8174 H ousehold C l u s t e r 2 -2 c o i l f i n e  s h e l l
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t h e s e  p i e c e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  th e y  r e p r e s e n t  p r o d u c t i o n  d e b r i s  o r  m e re ly  

u s e -w e e r  c h i p s .  So t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  u n f i n i s h e d  b l a n k s  o r  f i n i s h e d  

c e l t s  were  im p o r t e d  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee a r e a  c a n n o t  be answ ered  

a t  t h i s  t i m e .  No g r e e n s t o n e  f r a g m e n t s  o c c u r  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  in  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c o n t e x t s .  The s c a r c i t y  of  r e c o v e r e d  g r e e n s t o n e  p resum ab ly  

r e f l e c t s  v e r y  low volume i m p o r t a t i o n  and c a r e f u l  c u r a t i o n .

D i s c o i d a l s  o r  "chunkey  s t o n e s "  a r e  gaming p i e c e s  fo u n d  a t  bo th  

Lubbub Creek  ( N * l l )  and f a r m s t e a d s  (N*3) .  A l l  w ere  made of  l o c a l  

h e m a t i t e ,  s a n d s t o n e ,  l i m e s t o n e  o r  q u a r t z i t e  e x c e p t  f o r  one f i n i s h e d  

g r e e n s t o n e  exam ple  from Lubbub C reek .  D i s c o i d a l  p r e fo rm s  a t  b o t h  Lubbub 

Creek  and T ib b e e  C reek  imply t h a t  t h e s e  w ere  i t em s  p roduced  w i t h i n  t h e  

h o u s e h o l d .  P r o v e n i e n c e  and p r o d u c t i o n  e v i d e n c e  f o r  s e l e c t e d  l i t h i c  

a r t i f a c t s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b le  20 .

M i c r o l i t h s  and S h e l 1 Bead P r o d u c t i o n

Marine  s h e l l  was c u t ,  d r i l l e d  and g round  f o r  v a r i o u s  o r n a m e n t s — 

e s p e c i a l l y  diBk and  c y l i n d r i c a l  b e a d s — in  t h e  L a t e  Woodland M i l l e r  I I I  

p h a s e  and s u b s e q u e n t  S u m m e rv i l l e  p h a s e s .  E nsor  ( 1 9 8 1 ,1 9 8 9 )  h a s  d e f i n e d  

a d i s t i n c t i v e  m i c r o l i t h i c  t e c h n o l o g y  u s e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  f o r  s h e l l  bead 

m a n u f a c t u r e .  A c c o r d in g  to  E n s o r ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  m i c r o l i t h s  from 

c h e r t  f l a k e s  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  M i l l e r  I I I  was  r e p l a c e d ,  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  

to  S um m e rv i l l e  1 ,  w i t h  a more complex m i c r o l i t h i c  c o r e / b l a d e  t e c h n o l o g y  

t h a t  em phas ized  m i c r o d r i l l s  (mean l e n g t h  21 nm] (Ensor  1 9 8 9 ) .  He 

s u b j e c t e d  a l a r g e  sample o f  m i c r o d r i l l s  from Lubbub Creek  t o  m i c r o s c o p i c  

uBe-wear a n a l y s i s  and c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  were  u sed  t o  d r i l l  s h e l l  

b e a d s .  He even d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  some sam ples  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  s h e l l  

r e s i d u e  (Ensor  1 9 8 9 : 1 2 ) .  Ensor  n o t e s  t h a t  s i m i l a r  m i c r o l i t h i c
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i n d u s t r i e s  a p p e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  Emergent  or  E a r l y  M i s s i s s i p p i  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  

American  Bottom,  C e n t r a l  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y ,  n o r t h w e s t e r n  F l o r i d a  , a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  a r e a  i t s e l f  ( c f .  S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 6 ) .  [ I  would  add 

t h a t  a p o s s i b l e  a d j u n c t  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  t h e  bow i n  t h e s e  r e g i o n s  c a .  

A.D. 7 00— t h e  bow d r i l l — may have  p l a y e d  an im p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  

a m p l i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  by p e r m i t t i n g  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  

bead  p r o d u c t i o n ] .

Ensor  examined t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  m i c r o l i t h  and s h e l l  bead  p r o d u c t i o n

f o r  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a t  Lubbub C reek .  He a d o p t s  a

d e f i n i t i o n  of  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a s :

t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  r e g u l a r  and s t a n d a r d i z e d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a c r a f t  
p r o d u c t  a t  l e v e l s  c l e a r l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  
h o u s e h o ld  c o n s u m p t io n ,  by p e r s o n s  h a v in g  r e s t r i c t e d  a c c e s s  t o  
s p e c i f i c  t e c h n o l o g y ,  s k i l l s ,  and raw m a t e r i a l s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a 
f u l l - b l o w n  or  em ergen t  d i v i s o n  o f  l a b o r  [M ic h a e l s  1 9 8 7 :6 1 ,  c i t e d  
i n  Ensor  1989:141

E n s o r ' s  sample  o f  195 m i c r o c o r e s ,  m i c r o b l a d e s  and m i c r o d r i l l s  were  

o b t a i n e d  d u r i n g  e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  lP i3 3  a r e a  of  t h e  community a b o u t  150 

m s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  p l a t f o r m  mound. Of 195 m i c r o l i t h s ,  89 were  found i n  

a s i n g l e  p i t  ( F e a t u r e  5 1 ) .  The r e s t  of  t h e  l P i 3 3  sample  was r e c o v e r e d  

f rom v a r i o u s  s u r f a c e ,  f e a t u r e ,  b u r i a l  and s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t i o n s .

E x t e n s i v e  e x c a v a t i o n s  e l s e w h e r e  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  

a r e a  and vo lum e,  r e c o v e r e d  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  number of  m i c r o d r i l l s  

f o u n d  i n  t h e  lP i 3 3  a r e a  and no c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a s  i n  F e a t u r e  51 (A l l a n  

1 9 8 3 ) .  From t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  Ensor (1 9 8 9 :2 0 )  i n f e r s  " t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  

a s p e c i a l i z e d  a r e a ( s )  of  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  ( w o r k s h o p ( s ) ) . "  The o v e r a l l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

" s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n "  i n  t h e  m i c r o l i t h  a s s e m b l a g e ,  s u g g e s t s  " t h a t  r e a s o n a b l e  

e v i d e n c e  f o r  a p a r t - t i m e  l i t h i c  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  e x i s t s  a t  Lubbub
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C reek ” (E nso r  1 9 8 9 : 2 0 ) .

Much of E l i s o r ' s  argument depends  on i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n u s u a l  

F e a t u r e  51 c o n t e x t .  M i c r o l i t h s  had been  " s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o l l e c t e d  f rom 

a r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a  and r e d e p o s i t e d  t h e r e "  (E nso r  1 9 8 9 : 2 0 ) ,  mixed t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  t y p i c a l  d o m e s t i c  r e f u s e  ( J e n k i n s  and E nso r  1 9 8 1 ; T a b l e  9 ) .  F e a t u r e  

51 i s  n o t  a w orkshop .  Nor d o es  i t  a p p e a r  t o  be a h o a r d ,  in  t h e  u s u a l  

meaning  of  t h e  te rm a s  a cache  o f  f i n i s h e d  t o o l s ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  s t a g e s  of  

m i c r o l i t h  r e d u c t i o n  w ere  d e p o s i t e d  t h e r e .  But i f  i t  was n o t  a h o a r d ,  

one wonders  why b o  many c o m p le te  t o o l s  were  thrown away.  Because  t h e s e  

t o o l s  e x h i b i t  u s e - w e a r ,  p e r h a p s  t h e y  were w orn ,  j u d g e d  u n f i t  f o r  f u r t h e r  

u s e ,  and d i s c a r d e d .

The g e n e r a l  form of F e a t u r e  51 s u g g e s t s  an  u n u s e d ,  open  s t o r a g e  p i t  

t h a t  s e r v e d  as  a c o n v e n i e n t  r e c e p t a c l e  f o r  t r a s h  g e n e r a t e d  c l o s e  by ,  

p e rh a p s  even by s e v e r a l  h o u s e h o l d s .  D i s t i n c t  l a y e r s  v i s i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  

f e a t u r e  ( J e n k i n s  and Ensor  1 9 8 1 : F i g u r e  6 8 )  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

m i c r o l i t h s  and  g a r b a g e  e n t e r e d  t h e  deep  p i t  i n  m u l t i p l e  dumping 

e p i s o d e s .  C e r t a i n l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  p r o d u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  

im m edia te  l o c a l e ,  bu t  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  F e a t u r e  51 i s  n o t  a w orkshop  in  

the  s e n s e  of a community a r e a  f o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s  s e p a r a t e  from 

d o m e s t i c  c o n t e x t s ,  as  i n t e r p r e t e d  by Ensor ( 1 9 8 9 : 1 6 ) .  I t  i s  p a r t  o f  an 

a r e a  of  i n t e n s e  M i l l e r  I I I  and S u m n e r v i l l e  I o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  b u r i a l s ,  

p o s t m o l d s ,  d aub ,  and ab u n d an t  d o m e s t i c  d e b r i s .

Ensor a s s i g n s  t h e  m i c r o l i t h  a s s e m b l a g e  i n  F e a t u r e  51 t o  th e  

S u m m e rv i l l e  I  phase  b u t  t h i s  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e .  Two r a d i o c a r b o n  samples  

f rom F e a t u r e  51 b o th  d a t e  t o  A.D. 1030+55.  These sam p le s  f a l l  w i t h i n  

t h e  t e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n t e r v a l  in  which  s e v e r a l  M i l l e r  I I I  and  S u m m e rv i l l e  I 

p h a s e  a b s o l u t e  d a t e s  o v e r l a p .  However,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  c e r a m ic s
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r e c o v e r e d  from F e a t u r e  51 a r e  M i l l e r  I I I ,  mixed  w i t h  m in o r  amounts o f  

S u m m e rv i l l e  I  s h e r d s  ( J e n k i n s  1 9 8 2 :T a b le  2 4 ) .  On t h i s  b a s i s ,  F e a t u r e  51 

was  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  M i l l e r  I I I  G a i n e s v i l l e  s u b p h a s e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

r e p o r t  ( J e n k i n s  and Ensor  1 9 8 1 :T a b le  9 ) .  T h i s  seems t o  be t h e  most 

p l a u s i b l e  a s s i g n m e n t .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t h i s  f e a t u r e  i s  a t y p i c a l  M i l l e r  

I I I  f o o d  s t o r a g e  p i t  i n t o  which  an  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  number o f  m i c r o d r i l l s  

and a s s o c i a t e d  d e b i t a g e  were  dumped. L a t e r ,  t h e  f e a t u r e  was d i s t u r b e d  

by i n t r u s i v e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I  p h ase  a c t i v i t i e s .  The i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of  

m i c r o d r i l l  p r o d u c t i o n  which Ensor i d e n t i f i e s  b e g i n s  i n  t h e  T e rm in a l  L a t e  

Woodland,  and n o t  i n  s p a t i a l l y - d e s c r e t e ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  w orkshops  but  

d o m e s t i c  c o n t e x t s .

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no m a r in e  s h e l l  d e b r i s  such  a s  b l a n k s ,  

p r e f o r m s  o r  s c r a p s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  F e a t u r e  51,  n o r  anyw here  e l s e  on t h e  

s i t e  (C u r r e n  1 9 8 1 ;T a b le  4 ;  Woodrick 1 9 8 3 :T a b le  9 ) .  I n s t e a d ,  F e a t u r e  51 

c o n t a i n s  o n ly  l o c a l  f r e s h w a t e r  s h e l l  a r t i f a c t s :  s even  f i n i s h e d  

G o n i o b a s i s  b e a d s ,  16 c u t  s h e l l  b y - p r o d u c t s  and 13 m u s s e l  s h e l l  h o e s .

The s h e l l  h o es  e x h i b i t  u s e - w e a r  (C u r ren  1 9 8 1 : 1 8 5 ) .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

th e y  were  n o t  a hoard  f o r  f u t u r e  use  bu t  d i s c a r d s .  U t i l i z e d  s h e l l  hoes  

w ere  o c c a s i o n a l l y  found  i n  d o m e s t i c  d e b r i s  e l s e w h e r e  a t  Lubbub Creek  

(Woodr ick 1 9 8 3 :T a b le  9 ) ,  as  they  were  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  ( A tk in s o n  e t  a l .  

1 9 8 0 :1 4 4 ) .

M i c r o d r i l l s  w e re  d i s c o v e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  community i n  t h e  

p low zone ,  in  d o m e s t i c  r e f u s e ,  on s t r u c t u r e  f l o o r s ,  and i n  b u r i a l  

c o n t e x t s  (T a b l e  2 2 ) .  Cut s h e l l  b y - p r o d u c t s  of  f r e s h w a t e r  m u s s e l  and 

i s o l a t e d  m a r i n e  o r  f r e s h w a t e r  s h e l l  beads  a r e  d i s p e r s e d  i n  v e r y  low 

numbers  i n  c o n t e x t s  s i m i l a r  to  m i c r o l i t h s .  I t  must  be c o n c lu d e d  t h a t
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T a b l e  2 2 .  M i c r o d r i l l  P r o v e n i e n c e .

PHASE LOCATION QUANTITY REFERENCE

S -  I H ousehold  C l u s t e r  2-1 
S t r u c t u r e  2

3 B l i t z  1 9 8 3 c :261 
A l l a n  1983:182

S -  I I / I I I H ousehold  C lu B t e r  2-2  
S t r u c t u r e  7

1 A l l a n  1983:182

Miss. mound f i l l 1 A l l a n  1983:182

Miss .? p l o v z o n e

l P i 3 3  Area

7 A l l a n  1983:182

S -  I ,  
Miss . F e a t u r e s ,  B u r i a l s 30 Ensor  1 989 :T ab le  1

M -  I I I ? F e a t u r e  51 74 Ensor  1 989 :T ab le  1

Miss . Tes t  U n i t s 33 Ensor  1 989 :T ab le  1

Miss .? p l o v z o n e 15 Ensor  1 9 8 9 :T a b le  1

S -  I I / I I I Household  C l u s t e r  1-2  
S t r u c t u r e  1, F e a t .  6

F a r m s te a d s

1 Ensor  1 9 8 1 :T a b le  69

S -  I I / I I I lG r2 :  B u r i a l  2 3 E nsor  1 9 8 1 :T a b le  31

S -  I I / I I I lG r2 :  B u r i a l  17 1 Ensor 1 9 8 1 :T ab le  31

Mi ss .? lG r2 :  U n i t s ,  F e a t u r e s 15 E nsor  1 981 :T ab le  27,  
28

Miss .? Yarborough :  U n i t s 9 S o l i s  and  W a l l i n g  
1 9 8 2 : T a b l e  2 4 ,  28

M i s s . ? Y a r b o r o u g h : F e a t . 19B 1 S o l i s  a n d  W a l l i n g  
1 9 8 2 :T a b le  19

M i s s . Y a r b o r o u g h  i F e a t . 3B 1 S o l i s  a n d  W a l l i n g  
1 9 8 2 :T ab le  19

N o te : M i c r o c o r e s  and m i c ro b la d e B  a l s o  o c c u r  b u t  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e s e  c o u n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  w ere  n o t  t a b u l a t e d  o r  c l a s s i f i e d  
i n  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  m anner  f o r  a l l  s i t e s .
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m i c r o l i t h  p r o d u c t i o n  and u s e ,  and p re su m ab ly  t h e  making o f  beads  and 

o t h e r  s h e l l  a r t i f a c t s ,  was an a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a  number of  

h o u s e h o l d s .

T h e re  i s  a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  a t  f a r m s t e a d s .  With t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  m i c r o l i t h s  a t  T ibbee  Creek  and K e l l o g g ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  

m i c r o t o o l  m a n u f a c t u r e  o r  s h e l l  bead  p r o d u c t i o n  was n o t  a p a r t  of 

f a r m s t e a d  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  S um m e rv i l l e  I .  These c i r c u m s t a n c e s  changed 

i n  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I I / I I  and  IV p h a s e s .  Ensor  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a t  t h e  lGr2 

f a r m s t e a d ,  an a d u l t  m a le  was b u r i e d  w i t h  t h r e e  m i c r o d r i l l s ,  and a t o o l ­

k i t  t h a t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  an a b r a d e r  and p o s s i b l e  bone f l a k e r s .  A no the r  

a d u l t  b u r i a l  i n  t h e  lP i3 3  a r e a  o f  Lubbub Creek  had a s i m i l a r  t o o l - k i t  

b u t  w i t h  unueed  a r r o w p o i n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  m i c r o d r i l l s .  He s u g g e s t s  t h e s e  

may be i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  i n  " s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o r "  (Ensor  

1 9 8 9 : 1 6 ) .  S e v e r a l  m i c r o l i t h s  a t  t h e  Y arborough  f a r m s t e a d  a r e  from 

p o t e n t i a l l y  mixed d e p o s i t s  b u t  one m i c r o d r i l l  i s  i n  a M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

c o n t e x t  ( F e a t u r e  3B ) .  At f a r m s t e a d s ,  a s  a t  Lubbub C re e k ,  no m a r i n e  

s h e l l  d e b r i s  o r  bead b l a n k s  were  r e c o v e r e d .

Where t h e  Beads Go and Who G e ts  Them

W i th in  t h e  Sum m erv i l l e  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m ,  m a r i n e  s h e l l  beads  a r e  

found a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  d i r e c t  b u r i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t  b o th  

f a r m s t e a d s  and Lubbub C reek .  T ab le  23 p r e s e n t s  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  m a r i n e  

s h e l l  b e a d s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  age and sex  o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t ,  f o r  a l l  b u r i a l s  

w i t h  m a r i n e  s h e l l  beads  a t  Lubbub C reek ,  T ib b e e  Creek ,  K e l l o g g ,  and 

l G r 2 .  While t h e  t o t a l  sample  i s  q u i t e  s m a l l ,  an a g e / s e x  p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c i p i e n t s  of t h e s e  beads  seems t o  be e v i d e n t .  At t h e  

f a r m s t e a d s ,  on ly  s u b a d u l t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  i n f a n t s )  r e c e i v e  m a r in e  s h e l l
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b e a d s ,  w h i l e  a t  Lubbub C reek  b o th  s e x e s  sod  a l l  a g e s  r e c e i v e  beadB but  

t h e  s i n g l e  a d u l t  male b u r i a l  w i t h  beads  c o n t a i n s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  q u a n t i t y .  

However, in  t h e  t o t a l  s a m p le ,  a u b a d u l t s  r e c e i v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number of 

b e a d s .  Three  of  t h e  f o u r  f r e s h w a t e r  s h e l l  bead  accom pan im en ts  a r e  a l s o  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s u b a d u l t s .

Only a few o t h e r  m a r i n e  s h e l l  o rn a m e n ts  w e re  d i s c o v e r e d .  A t o t a l  

of  f i v e  e n g ra v e d  s h e l l  g o r g e t s ,  a l l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a d u l t  men and women, 

w ere  p r e s e n t  a t  f a r m s t e a d s  bu t  n o t  a t  Lubbub C re e k .  T h re e  m a r in e  s h e l l  

" d i p p e r s "  w ere  r e c o v e r e d :  two w i t h  an a d u l t  m a le  a t  K e l l o g g  and one  w i t h  

a s u b a d u l t  a t  Lubbub C re e k .  Large  c o n c h /w h e lk  s h e l l  " d i p p e r s "  a r e  known 

t o  have been used  by h i s t o r i c  S o u t h e a s t e r n  p e o p l e s  t o  l a d l e  h o t  " b l a c k  

d r i n k "  ( I l e x  v o m i t o r i a ) from l a r g e  p o t s ,  and m a r i n e  s h e l l  " d i p p e r s "  have  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  a n t i q u i t y  i n  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  of t h e  G u l f  C o a s t a l  

P l a i n  (M i l a n i c h  and F a i r b a n k s  1 9 8 0 ; 8 7 , 1 2 4 ) .

" S u p e r o r d i n a t e "  P r e s t i a e  Goods a t  S u m n e r v i l l e  S i t e s

P e e b l e s '  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  a " s u p e r o r d i n a t e "  s o c i a l  d im e n s io n  of  

a s c r i b e d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a t  M o u n d v i l l e  was b a s e d  upon th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  r a r e  a r t i f a c t s  i n  b u r i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  S e v e r a l  

of  t h e s e  M o u n d v i l l e  " s u p e r o r d i n a t e "  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  p r e s e n t  a t  Sum m e rv i l l e  

s i t e s  b u t  i n  c o n t e x t s  n o t  a lw ays  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  model  of 

s t a t u s  h i e r a r c h y .  The Tombigbee m a t e r i a l s  a r e  fo u n d  i n  b o th  b u r i a l  and 

n o n - b u r i a l  c o n t e x t s  ( T a b l e s  2 4 - 2 5 ) .  Copper e a r s p o o l s  and g a l e n a  cubes  

a r e  found o n ly  a t  Lubbub C reek .  I n c i s e d  s t o n e  d i s k  " p a l e t t e "  f r a g m e n t s ,  

m i n e r a l  p ig m e n t s ,  m a r i n e  s h e l l  b e a d s ,  and b l a c k  b e a r  t o o t h  p e n d a n t s  a r e  

fo u n d  a t  b o th  f a r m s t e a d s  and Lubbub C reek .

Raw m i n e r s l B  f o r  p ig m e n ts  and b l a c k  b e a r  t e e t h  a r e  p ro b a b ly  t h e
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T a b l e  2 3 .  A g e  a n d  S e x  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M a r i n e  S h e l l  C y l i n d r i c a l  an d D i s k
B e a d s  i n  B u r i a l  C o n t e x t s .

Lubbub Creek S - I  phase  (C o le  e t a l . 1 9 8 2 : T a b le  2)

B u r i a l 20 165 beads ( w h e lk / c o n c h ) a d u l t  ma le  (35 y r s . )
B u r i a l 30 67 beads ( w h e l k / c o n c h ) a d u l t  f e n a l e  (2 1 -2 3  y r s . )
B u r i a l 31 24 beads (w h e lk / c o n c h ) i n f a n t  ( 1 . 5 - 2 . 5  y r s . )
B u r i a l 25 14 beads (w h e lk / c o n c h ) • u b a d u l t  (12 y r s . )

T ib b e e Creek S -  I p h as e  (O 'H ear  e t  a l .  1 9 8 1 :2 0 2 -2 0 3 )

B u r i a l 15 183 beads ( H a r a i n e l U ) i n f a n t  (2 y r s . )
B u r i a l 9 4 beads ( w h e lk / c o n c h ) i n f a n t  (2 y r s . )

K e l l o * * S -  I phase  (A tk in s o n e t a l .  1980 .-Table 10)

B u r i a 1 2 467 beads ( w h e lk / c o n c h ) s u b a d u l t  (10 y r s . )
B u r i a l 3 327 beads ( w h e lk / c o n c h ) s u b a d u l t  (4 -6  y r s . )

Lubbub Creek S -  I I / I I I phase  (Cole e t a l . 1 9 8 2 : T a b le  2)

B u r i a l 24 202 beads ( w h e l k / c o n c h ) s u b a d u l t  (9-11  y r s . )
B u r i a 1 2 19 beads ( M a r g i n e l l a ) s u b a d u l t  (15 y r s . )

lGf2 S -  I I / I I I phase  ( J e n k i n s 1 9 7 5 : 8 1 , 2 6 3 )

B u r i a l 2 51 beads ( w h e lk / c o n c h ) s u b a d u l t  ( 4 . 5 - 5 . 5  y r s . )

2 3 9



T a b l e  2 4 .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P r e s t i g e  I t e m s  i n  B u r i a l  C o n t e x t s .

A r t i f a c t F a r m s t e a d  Lubbu b C r e e k R e f e r e n c e s

Copper p l a t e ,  
symbol badge

♦Copper e a r s p o o l

Copper f r a g m e n t

♦M ine ra l  p ig m e n ts  
( r a w / m o d i f i e d )

♦Galena cube

♦Black  b e a r  t o o t h  
pendan t

X J e n k i n s  1982 :130 -133

X A l l a n  1983:189
B l i t z  and P e e b l e s  1983:301 
Cole  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 : T a b l e  9

X Cole e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 : T a b l e  9

X B l i t z  and P e e b l e s  1983:301
Cole  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 : T a b l e  9 
Ensor  1 9 8 1 :T a b le  29

X Cole  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 :T a b le  9

C o le  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 :T a b le  2 
O 'H ear  e t  a l .  1981:201 
C u r re n  1 9 8 1 :T a b le  9

G r e e n s t o n e  c e l t  
( a x e )

Engraved  m a r i n e  
s h e l l  g o r g e t

A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1 980 :T ab le  10 
Cole  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 :T a b le  2

A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 :T a b le  10 
O 'Hear  e t  a l .  1981:202

♦M ar ine  s h e l l  beads A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 :T a b le  10 
Cole  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 :T a b le  2 
O 'Hear  e t  a l . 1981:202 
J e n k i n s  1975:81

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  m a r i n e  
s h e l l  o r n a m e n t s

Marine  s h e l l  d i p p e r

A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 :T a b le  10 
Cole e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 : T a b l e  2

A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 :T s b le  10 
C o le  e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 :T a b le  2

F r e s h w a t e r  s h e l l  
b e a d s /o r n a m e n t  s

Cougar humerus  a r t i f a c t

A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1 9 8 0 :T a b le  10 
Cole e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 : T a b l e  2 
O 'H ea r  e t  a l . 1 9 8 1 :2 0 2 -2 0 3

Cole e t  a l .  1 9 8 2 : T a b l e  2

N o te : A s t e r i s k s  d e n o te  a r t i f a c t s  u sed  t o  d e f i n e  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  r a n k  a t  
M o u n d v i l l e  ( c f .  P e e b l e s  and Kus 1 9 7 7 ) .
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T a b l e  2 5 .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P r e s t i g e  I t e m B  i n  N o n - B u r i a l  C o n t e x t s .

A r t i f a c t  F a rm s te a d Lubbub
Mound

Lubbub
V i l l a g e

Ref e r e n c e s

♦ I n c i s e d  s t o n e  
d i s k  ( p a l e t t e ) X X X A l l a n  1983:188 

B l i t z  1983b :252 
S o l i s  and  V a l l i n g l 9 8 2 :  
T a b le  26 ,  29

♦M ine ra l  p ig m e n ts  
( r a w / m o d i f i e d )

X X X A l l a n  1983 :140 -141  
A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1980:103 ,  
B l i t z  198 3b :252 
Ensor 1 9 8 1 :T a b l e  22

♦Galena cube X A l l a n  1983:142

♦M ar ine s h e l l X X C u r re n  1 9 8 1 : T a b l e  4 , 5  
Woodrick 1 9 8 3 : T a b l e  9

♦Black  b e a r  
t o o t h  p e n d a n t X Woodrick 1 9 8 3 :T a b le  1

mica X B l i t z  1 9 8 3 b :252

Red s l a t e  
p e n d a n t X Rucker 1 9 7 4 : P l a t e  4

D i s c o i d a l  
(Chunkee s t o n e ) X X A l l a n  1983:188 

O'Hear  e t  a l .  1981:195 
S o l i s  and W a l l i n g  
1982 :124

G r e e n s t o n e  c e l t  
( a x e )

X X X A l l a n  1 9 83 :185 -188  
A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1980:102

G r e e n s t o n e  g o r g e t X A l l a n  1983:168

T e r r a c e d
r e c t a n g u l a r  v e s s e l  
( s h e r d s ) X X Mann 1983:89

P e e b l e s  1 9 8 3 :Appendix  C

Bobcat  u l n a  a r t i f a c t X Woodr ick  1983:385

N o t e : A s t e r i s k s  d e n o t e  a r t i f a c t s  u s e d  t o  d e f i n e  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  r a n k  a t  
M o u n d v i l l e  ( c f .  P e e b l e s  and  Kus 1977) .
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on ly  c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  were  l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e .  Raw m i n e r a l s  f o r  p igm en ts  

a r e  so common i n  a l l  c o n t e x t s  t h a t  i t  i s  im p ro b a b le  t h a t  a c c e s s  was i n  

any way s o c i a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d .  The b l a c k  b e a r  t o o t h  p e n d a n t s  a r e  found 

o n ly  w i t h  s u b a d u l t  b u r i a l s .  Copper e a r s p o o l s  and o t h e r  coppe r  a r t i f a c t s  

a r e  found  o n ly  w i th  a d u l t  m a le  b u r i a l s  a t  Lubbub C r e e k .  A lso  a t  Lubbub 

C reek ,  s i n g l e  g a l e n a  cu b es  were found w i t h  two a d u l t  ma le  b u r i a l s  and 

two o t h e r  cubes  were  r e c o v e r e d  from t h e  p low sone .  I n c i s e d  s t o n e  d i s k  

" p a l e t t e "  f r a g m e n t s  o c c u r  i n  n o n - b u r i a l  c o n t e x t s :  one  f r a g m e n t  from 

premound compound S t r u c t u r e  5B; 32 f r a g m e n t s  ( p e r h a p s  a l l  from one d i s k )  

i n  a s i n g l e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  phase  h o u s e ,  S t r u c t u r e  1 (H ouseho ld  

C l u s t e r  2 - 2 ) ;  and f o u r  f r a g m e n t s  from th e  Yarborough  f a r m s t e a d .

R e g io n a l  E x c h a n g e / A l l i a n c e

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  e x c h a n g e / a l l i a n c e  p r o c e s s e s  in  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t .  F i r s t  among t h e s e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  M id-South  a r e  l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s o u r c e  of  p r e s t i g e  g o o d s ,  w h ich  h i n d e r s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

c h a r t i n g  t h e  f low  o f  i t e m s  be tween  r e g i o n s .  Ceramics  o f f e r  one of  th e  

more p r o m i s i n g  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  w hich  t o  m e a s u re  r e g i o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .

Whole v e s s e l s  and s h e r d s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  ce ra m ic  t r a d i t i o n s  l o c a t e d  

i n  t h e  Lower M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y ,  Cumberland P l a t e a u ,  and Alabama G u l f  

Coast  have  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a t  M o u n d v i l l e  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1983) b u t  a r e  

a b s e n t  from l o c a l  c e n t e r s  i n  M o u n d v i l l e ' s  h i n t e r l a n d  (Welch 1 9 8 6 :1 6 7 -  

1 6 6 ) .  At Lubbub C re e k ,  on ly  a h a n d f u l  o f  s h e r d s  have  p a s t e  or  

d e c o r a t i o n  t h a t  d i v e r g e  from t h e  l o c a l  c e r a m ic  t r a d i t i o n  (Mann 

1 9 8 3 : 9 9 , 1 0 1 ) .  These a r e  so f r a g m e n t e d ,  however ,  t h a t  l i t t l e  e l s e  can be 

d e t e r m i n e d  from s t y l i s t i c  c l u e s  a l o n e .  I f  v e s s e l s  from d i s t a n t  c e ra m ic
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t r a d i t i o n s  were b ro u g h t  t o  Lubbub Creek  or  s u r r o u n d i n g  f a r m s t e a d s ,  i t  

was i n  such  low q u a n t i t i e s  a s  t o  be a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  i n v i s i b l e .

The p o s s i b i l i t y  r e m a in s  t h a t  some f i n e w a r e  v e s s e l s  a t  Lubbub Creek 

o r i g i n a t e d  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  H a r d in  ( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  w o rk in g  w i t h  w hole  v e s s e l s  a t  

M o u n d v i l l e ,  h a s  had some s u c c e s s  i n  i s o l a t i n g  d i s t i n c t i v e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  

d e c o r a t i v e  e x e c u t i o n  t h a t  may mark t h e  work o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p o t t e r s  o r  

m i c r o - s t y l e s .  The f e a s i b i l i t y  of  e x t e n d i n g  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  t o  Lubbub 

Creek  h a s  b een  d i s c u s s e d  bu t  n o t  a t t e m p t e d  (Mann 1983; H a r d i n  1 9 8 3 ) .

One p rob lem i s  the  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  w o rk in g  w i t h  s h e r d s  r a t h e r  t h a n  w ho le  

v e s s e l s .  At any r a t e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  f i n e  s h e l l  t e m pered  c o x I b  and 

p a s t e  lumps a t  Lubbub,  p r o b a b ly  used  f o r  f i n e w a r e s ,  makes an e x c l u s i v e  

M o u n d v i l l e  s o u rc e  f o r  e l a b o r a t e  p o t t e r y  u n l i k e l y .

A number of  t h e  Tombigbee p r e s t i g e  goods  r e p r e s e n t  d i s t i n c t i v e  

a r t i f a c t s  of  p a n - r e g i o n a l  sy m b o l ic  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The coppe r  r e p o u s s e  

f a l c o n  p l a t e  and c o p p e r  a r r o w - s h a p e d  c u t - o u t s ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  

i n s i g n i a  o f  r a n k  or  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  a d u l t  man b u r i e d  a t  Lubbub C re e k ,  

h ave  w i d e s p r e a d  s t y l i s t i c  e q u i v a l e n t s  ( s e e  L a r s o n  1939;  Waring 

1 9 6 8 : F i g u r e  13;  S c h n e l l  e t  a l*  1 9 8 1 : 2 1 8 - 2 2 6 ) ,  a s  do t h e  c o p p e r  

e a r s p o o l s .

An i n c i s e d  r e c t a n g u l a r  t e r r a c e d  v e s s e l  found  w i t h  an a d u l t  male 

( B u r i a l  6 ,  S um m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I  p h a s e  H ouseho ld  C l u s t e r  3 - 2 )  i s  a p o s s i b l e  

i m p o r t .  F i v e  s h e r d s  o f  t h i s  v e s s e l  form were a l s o  fo u n d :  one a t  t h e  

mound and f o u r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  These  v e s s e l s  a r e  q u i t e  r a r e  i n  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t  and h ave  b een  found  most  f r e q u e n t l y  a t  M o u n d v i l l e ,  t h e  

p r o b a b l e  s o u r c e  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 3 :6 9 ,  F i g u r e  6 3 ) .  The co p p e r  e a r s p o o l s  

w i t h  B u r i a l  6 r e v e a l  t h a t  t h i s  man had a c c e s s  t o  n o n - l o c a l  i t e m s ,  

p e r h a p s  t h e  v e s s e l  among them.
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I n c i s e d  s t o n e  d i s k  " p a l e t t e s "  a r e  a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  i m p o r t .  Both 

t h e  s a n d s t o n e  s o u r c e  and  l o c a t i o n  of  m a n u f a c t u r e  a r e  unknown f o r  t h e s e  

a r t i f a c t s .  Based on f r e q u e n c y  o f  o c c u r r e n c e ,  M o u n d v i l l e  h a s  l o n g  been  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p o i n t  of  o r i g i n  f o r  i n c i s e d  s t o n e  d i s k s  (Webb and 

D e J a r n e t t e  1 9 4 2 : 2 8 7 - 2 9 1 ) .

A n o th e r  d i s t i n c t i v e  a r t i f a c t ,  a  r e d  s l a t e  pendan t  f r a g m e n t ,  was 

r e c o v e r e d  from th e  s u r f a c e  of  a M i s s i s s i p p i a n  f a r m s t e a d  (22Lo558)  n e a r  

t h e  Coleman l o c a l  c e n t e r  n o r t h  of  Lubbub Creek  (Rucker 1 9 7 4 : P l a t e  4 ) ,  

P e n d a n t s  of  t h i s  s t y l e  a r e  known f rom M o u n d v i l l e  and t h e  co n te m p o ra ry  

Seven M ile  I s l a n d  l o c a l  c e n t e r  on t h e  T e n n e s s e e  R iv e r  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  

Alabama (Webb and D e J a r n e t t e  1 9 4 2 : P l a t e  5 8 , 2 ) .  These p e n d a n t s  a r e  cu t  

and g round  t o  a t r i a n g u l a r  shape and i n c i s e d  w i t h  c r o s s - i n - c i r c l e  and 

h a n d -e y e  m o t i f s .

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to  examine  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  p a t t e r n s  i n  r e g i o n a l  

exchange  i n  t h e  s tu d y  a r e a .  N o n - lo c a l  p r e s t i g e  goods from b u r i a l  

c o n t e x t s  a t  Lubbub Creek  (T a b l e  26)  and t h e  Tombigbee f a r m s t e a d s  (T a b le  

27)  can be t a b u l a t e d  by p h a s e  i n t e r v a l ,  p l o t t e d  on g r a p h s ,  and t h e  

r e l a t i v e  abundance  of  n o n - l o c a l  goods compared th r o u g h  t i m e .  At Lubbub 

Creek ,  n o n - l o c a l  p r e s t i g e  goods  i n c r e a s e  s l i g h t l y  f rom S u m m e rv i l l e  I t o  

S um m e rv i l l e  I I / I I I ,  t h e n  d e c l i n e  t o  z e r o  i n  S um m e rv i l l e  IV ( F i g u r e  5 0 ) .  

As can be seen  on th e  f a r m s t e a d  g r a p h  ( F i g u r e  5 1 ) ,  m a r i n e  s h e l l  i s  even 

more common a t  S um m e rv i l l e  I p h ase  f a r m s t e a d s  (T ib b ee  C reek  and  K e l l o g g )  

th a n  a t  Lubbub Creek ,  b u t  d e c l i n e s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  S u n m e r v i l l e  

I I / I I I  phase  ( l G r 2 ) .  N o n - lo c a l  s t o n e  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  found  w i t h  

S um m erv i l l e  I f a r m s t e a d  b u r i a l s  b u t  a r e  a b s e n t  i n  t h e  S u n m e r v i l l e  I I / I I I  

b u r i a l s  a t  l G r 2 .  No copper  i s  found  w i t h  f a r m s t e a d  b u r i a l s .
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T a b l e  2 6 .  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  N o n - l o c a l  A r t i f a c t s  i n  D a t e d
B u r i a l s  a t  Lubbu b C r e e k .

Phase

S -  1 S -  I I / I I I

CoDner

E a r s p o o 1
Symbol badge c u t - o u t s ®  
Ornament ( m i s c . )

1
1
2

2
0
0

T o t a l 4 2

M ar ine  S h e l l

Beads®
G o rg e t  
D i p p e r / c u p  
Ornament ( m i s c . )

4
0
1
1

2
0
0
1

T o t a l 6 3

N on-L oca l  Stone

G r e e n s t o n e  c e l t  
G a len a

0
2

1
0

T o ta  1 2 1

T o t a l  a r t i f a c t s 12 6

T o t a l  B u r i a l s 33 14

N o t e :  T h i s  t a b l e  i n c l u d e s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  d i a g n o s t i c

a l l  b u r i a l s  
c e r a m i c s .  I t

d a t e d  t o  a s p e c i f i c  p h a s e  by 
i n c l u d e s  b u r i a l s  l i s t e d  i n  Co le

e t  a l .  1982 :T ab le  2 and P o w e l l  1983:Appendix A. T h i s  t a b l e  f o l l o w s  th e  
same method o f  c o m p i l a t i o n  a s  S t e p o n a i t i s '  (1989) d a t a  f o r  M o u n d v i l l e  i n  
o r d e r  t o  f a s c i l i t a t e  co m p a r i s o n .

a M u l t i p l e  i t e m s  found w i t h i n  t h e  same b u r i a l  a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a s e t  and 
co u n te d  as  a s i n g l e  o c c u r e n c e .
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T a b l e  2 7 .  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  N o n - L o c a l  A r t i f a c t s  i n  D a t e d
B u r i a l s  a t  F a r m s t e a d s .

S i t e / P h a s e

T i b b e e  Cr. K e l l o g g lGr2
S -  I S -  I S -  I I / I I I

No CoDDer

M ar ine  S h e l l

Beads® 2 2 1
G o rg e t 1 4 0
D i p p e r / c u p 0 2 0
Ornament ( m i s c . ) 0 0 0

T o t a l 3 8 1

N on-Loca l  S tone

G r e e n s t o n e  c e l t 0 2 0
G a len a 0 0 0

T o t a l 0 2 0

T o t a l  a r t i f a c t s 3 10 1

T o t a l  b u r i a l s 11 33 24

N o t e : T h i s  t a b l e  i n c l u d e s  a l l  b u r i a l s  d a t e d  t o  a s p e c i f i c  phase  by 
d i a g n o s t i c  c e r a m i c s .  I t  i n c l u d e s  b u r i a l s  l i s t e d  i n  O'Hear e t  a l .  
1981 :149-152 ,  A t k i n s o n  e t  a l .  1980 :T ab le  10,  and H i l l  1 9 8 2 :T a b le  8.
T h i s  t a b l e  f o l l o w s  t h e  same method  o f  c o m p i l a t i o n  a s  S t e p o n a i t i e '  (1989) 
d a t a  f o r  M o u n d v i l l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  f a s c i l i t a t e  c o m p a r i s o n ,

® M u l t i p l e  i t e m s  found  w i t h i n  t h e  same b u r i a l  a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a s e t  and 
c o u n te d  a s  a s i n g l e  o c c u r e n c e .
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S I I / I I I S IV

L U B B U B  C R E E K  M* " ' NE 8 H E L L

C O P P E R  

N O N - L O C A L  S T O N E

F i g u r e  50 .  R e l a t i v e  Abundance o f  Non-Local  A r t i f a c t s  a t  Lubbub 
C r e e k .  The v e r t i c a l  a x i s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r a t i o  b e t w e e n  t h e  number of 
n o n - l o c a l  i t em s  and t h e  number o f  b u r i a l s  t h a t  d a t e  t o  each  p h a s e ,  
b a s e d  on T a b le  26 .
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F i g u r e  51.  R e l a t i v e  Abundance of  Non-Loca l  A r t i f a c t s  a t  Tombigbee 
F a r m s t e a d s .  The v e r t i c a l  a x i s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r a t i o  be tw ee n  t h e  
number o f  n o n - l o c a l  i t e m s  and t h e  number of  b u r i a l s  t h a t  d a t e  t o  
each  p h a s e ,  b a s e d  on T a b l e  27 .
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As symbols  t o  e x p r e s s  and v a l i d a t e  r a n k ,  s t a t u s  o r  w e a l t h ,  p r e s t i g e  

goods  w ere  in  c o n s t a n t  demand t o  f u e l  t h e  g row th  o f  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g .  Zn 

v a r i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  " p r e s t i g e  goods  economy,"  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  

t o  a s s u r e  a s t e a d y  f low o f  p r e s t i g e  goods  i s  s a i d  t o  promote  p o l i t i c a l  

i n s t a b i l i t y  a n d ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  g o v e r n s  t h e  r i s e  and d e c l i n e  c y c l e  of  

s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h i e s  and p o l i t y  s i z e  ( P e e b l e s  and  Kus 1977;  Welch 1986;  

S t e p o n a i t i s  1989;  A nderson  1 9 8 9 ) .  I f ,  a s  h a s  been s u g g e s t e d ,  s u c c e s s  i n  

t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  p r e s t i g e  goods  was depende n t  upon th e  s i z e  

of  t h e  p o l i t y ,  t h e n  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  of  a more p o w e r fu l  n e i g h b o r  was l i k e l y  

t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of goods l o c a l l y .  For t h e  p e o p l e  o f  

Lubbub Creek  and o t h e r  s m a l l  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  

a r e a ,  t h e  p o w er fu l  n e i g h b o r  w as ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  M o u n d v i l l e .

C h r o n o l o g i c a l  changes  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  abundance  of a r t i f a c t s  of  

n o n - l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  i n  d a t e d  b u r i a l s  a t  M o u n d v i l l e  has  been d o c u n e n te d  

by S t e p o n a i t i s  ( 1 9 8 9 ) .  He found t h a t  t h e  maximum a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  non­

l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  peaked  a ro u n d  A.D. 1250,  when M o u n d v i l l e  emerged a s  a 

l a r g e  r e g i o n a l  p o l i t y ,  and th e n  g r a d u a l l y  d e c l i n e d  ( F i g u r e  5 2 ) .  

S t e p o n a i t i s  g a t h e r e d  s i m i l a r  d a t a  on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of n o n - l o c a l  

a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e  P o c a h o n t a s  r e g i o n  a l o n g  t h e  lower  Big B la c k  R iv e r  

v a l l e y  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i .  In  t h i s  a r e a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i e s  a r e  

r e p r e s e n t e d  by a sequence  of  s m a l l  l o c a l  c e n t e r s ,  and a t h r e e - t i e r e d  

s e t t l e m e n t  h i e r a r c h y  dom ina ted  by a p o w e r fu l  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  l i k e  

M o u n d v i l l e  n e v e r  d e v e l o p e d .  He d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  n o n - l o c a l  a r t i f a c t s  in  

t h e  P o c a h o n ta s  r e g i o n  w ere  most  a b u n d a n t  f rom A.D. 1000-1200 ,  th e n  

s t e a d i l y  d e c l i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  t im e  when a v a i l a b i l i t y  peaked a t  

M o u n d v i l l e .

S t e p o n a i t i s  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  were  no t  u n r e l a t e d  but
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F i g u r e  52 .  R e l a t i v e  Abundance o f  Non-Local  A r t i f a c t s  a t  
M o u n d v i l l e  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1989:  F i g u r e  3 ) .  The v e r t i c a l  a x i s  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r a t i o  be tw ee n  t h e  number of  n o n - l o c a l  i t e m s  and 
t h e  number of b u r i a l s  t h a t  d a t e  t o  t h a t  p h a s e .  The h o r i z o n t a l  
a x i s  r e p r e s e n t s  p h as e  i n t e r v a l s .
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r e f l e c t  p a n - r e g i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  n o n - l o c a l  goods .  W i th  

t h e  r i s e  o f  a few l a r g e  p o l i t i e s  such as  M o u n d v i l l e  and Lake George ( t h e  

r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  P o c a h o n t a s  a r e a )  a f t e r  A.D. 1200,  s m a l l  

l o c a l  p o l i t i e s  c o u ld  no l o n g e r  com pe te  a s  e q u a l s  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  p r e s t i g e  

goods .  The r e s u l t  wou ld  be a d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  abundanc e  of  non­

l o c a l  goods  th ro u g h  t i m e  w i t h i n  t h e  s m a l l  p o l i t i e s .  I f  t h a t  was  t h e  

c a s e ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  a p o w e r f u l  c e n t e r  i n  one  r i v e r  v a l l e y  m i g h t  

e f f e c t i v e l y  c u r t a i l  a  s i m i l a r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  an a d j a c e n t  a r e a  

( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 9 ) .

The c o m p i l a t i o n  and p l o t t i n g  o f  t h e  Tombigbee n o n - l o c a l  a r t i f a c t s  

f o r  F i g u r e s  50 -51 ,  f o l l o w  S t e p o n a i t i s '  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  M o u n d v i l l e ,  b u t  i t  

i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i r e c t l y  com pare  t h e  g r a p h s .  F i g u r e  53 com bines  t h e s e  

d a t a  t o  c h a r t  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  t r e n d s  i n  r e l a t i v e  abundance  of  c o p p e r ,  

m a r i n e  s h e l l  and n o n - l o c a l  s t o n e  in  S u m m e r v i l l e  and M o u n d v i l l e  b u r i a l s .  

The S u m m e r v i l l e  d a t a  c o n s i s t  o f  a l l  b u r i a l s  i n  T a b l e s  26 and 27. The 

M o u n d v i l l e  d a t a  c o n s i s t  of  a l l  b u r i a l s  i n  S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 9 :T a b le  1,  

e x c e p t  s am p le  I / I I .  Sample  X / 11 i s  composed of  b o th  M o u n d v i l l e  I p h a s e  

and M o u n d v i l l e  I I  p h as e  b u r i a l s  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 9 :T ab le  l , b ) .  B u r i a l s  

f rom t h e s e  two s e q u e n t i a l  p h a s e s  can n o t  be combined  t o  c r e a t e  a 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  i n t e r v a l  b e tw e e n  M o u n d v i l l e  I and M o u n d v i l l e  I I  and so 

t h i s  c o m p o s i t e  s am p le  i s  o m i t t e d .

On t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  a x i s  f o r  each  g r a p h  i n  f i g u r e  53,  A, B, and C 

r e p r e s e n t  a p p r o x i m a t e  p o i n t s  a l o n g  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s c a l e :  A -  ca .  A.D. 

1 1 0 0 ,  B ■ c a .  A.D. 1350  and  C ■ A.D. c a .  1 5 5 0 .  To t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  h e a v y  

v e r t i c a l  b a r s ,  i n t e r v a l  A-B r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p e r i o d  when M o u n d v i l l e  r o s e  

to  p ro m in e n c e  among c o m p e t in g  l o c a l  c e n t e r s .  To t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  heavy
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e x e r t e d  maximum i n f l u e n c e  a s  a r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r .  A f t e r  p o i n t  C( no non­

l o c a l  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  found  i n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  IV (Alabama R iv e r  Phase )  

b u r i a l  s a m p le  a t  M o u n d v i l l e  o r  in t h e  S u m m e r v i l l e  IV p h as e  b u r i a l s  a t  

Lubbub C r e e k .

The upper  g r a p h  in  f i g u r e  53 d e p i c t s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  abundance  o f  c o p p e r  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  At t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  

i n t e r v a l  A-B, t h e  r e l a t i v e  abundance  of  copper  in  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  and 

S u m m e r v i l l e  s a m p l e s  i s  t h e  same b u t  a t  B, when M o u n d v i l l e  had become 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  r e g i o n a l  pow er ,  coppe r  r e a c h e d  maximum r e l a t i v e  

abundance  i n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  s am ple .  The r e l a t i v e  abundance  of  c o p p e r  

r e m a i n e d  unchanged  i n  t h e  S u m m e r v i l l e  sam ple .  In  i n t e r v a l  B-C, t h e  

r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of  coppe r  d e c l i n e d  in  b o th  s a m p l e s .

On t h e  m i d d l e  g rap h  i n  f i g u r e  53,  m a r i n e  s h e l l  was i n i t i a l l y  more 

common in  S u m m e r v i l l e  b u r i a l s  t h a n  in  M o u n d v i l l e  b u r i a l s  b u t  a t  t h e  end 

of  i n t e r v a l  A-B, m a r i n e  s h e l l  d e c l i n e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  in  S u m m e r v i l l e  a s  i t  

i n c r e a s e d  in  M o u n d v i l l e ,  In  i n t e r v a l  B-C, t h e  r e l a t i v e  abundance  of 

m a r i n e  s h e l l  d e c r e a s e d  i n  b o th  s a m p le s .

On th e  b o t to m  g rap h  i n  f i g u r e  53,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of  non­

l o c a l  s t o n e  r e m a i n s  unchanged  i n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  s a m p le  w h i l e  i t  d e c l i n e d  

s l i g h t l y  i n  S u m m e r v i l l e .  As was  t h e  ca s e  f o r  c o p p e r  and s h e l l ,  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  abundance  of  n o n - l o c a l  s t o n e  d e c l i n e d  i n  b o th  s a m p le s  i n  

i n t e r v a l  B-C.

S t e p o n a i t i s  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  n o n - l o c a l  goods  w e re  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  e n a b l e d  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r s  t o  a r i s e  f rom 

co m p e t in g  l o c a l  c e n t e r s .  Once t h e  s i z e  and power  o f  M o u n d v i l l e  expanded 

beyond t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of  i t s  r i v a l s ,  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  non­

l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  would  p ro c e e d  on an  u n eq u a l  b a s i s .  I f  so ,  one would
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e x p e c t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  abundance  of  n o n - l o c a l  a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  

s am p le  t o  i n c r e a s e  w h i l e  th e y  d e c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  S u m m e r v i l l e  s a m p le .

The c h r o n o l o g i c a l  t r e n d  i n  m a r i n e  s h e l l  abundance  f o l l o w s  t h i s  

e x p e c t a t i o n  i n  i n t e r v a l  A-B and p r e s u m a b l y  r e f l e c t s  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p o l i t y  

i n f l u e n c e s .  However,  coppe r  and n o n - l o c a l  s t o n e  do n o t  e x h i b i t  t h e  

e x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n .  E i t h e r  t h e  r i s e  of  M o u n d v i l l e  had no e f f e c t  on t h e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  coppe r  in  S u m m e r v i l l e  o r  i t  p r e v e n t e d  any i n c r e a s e  in  

r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y .  The r e l a t i v e  abundance  of  n o n - l o c a l  p tone  a t  

M o u n d v i l l e  was  u n a f f e c t e d  i n  i n t e r v a l  A-B, w h i l e  i t  d e c l i n e d  o n ly  

s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  s am ple .

A l l  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  of  n o n - l o c a l  i t e m s  i n  b o th  s a m p l e s  d e c r e a s e  in  

r e l a t i v e  abundance  d u r i n g  i n t e r v a l  B-C. T h e r e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  M o u n d v i l i e ' s  

r e i n  of  r e g i o n a l  power ,  t h e  g r a p h s  a p p a r e n t l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  o v e r a l l  pace  

o f  r e g i o n a l  p r o d u c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  th ro u g h  t i m e  and s p e c i f i c  

i n t e r p o l i t y  i n f l u e n c e s  r e m a i n  o b s c u r e .  P e rh a p s  a f t e r  t h e  r i s e  of  

M o u n d v i l l e ,  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  n o n - l o c a l  i t e m s  

in  t h e  two s a m p le s  f o l l o w  a p a r a l l e l  c o u r s e  b e c a u s e  S u m m e r v i l l e  

p o p u l a t i o n s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a l l i a n c e / e x c h a n g e  s t r u c t u r e  of  

M o u n d v i l l e ' s  domain .  One t r e n d  i s  c l e a r .  The a b s o l u t e  q u a n t i t y  of  non­

l o c a l  m a t e r i a l  i t e m s  dropped  s h a r p l y  i n  t h e  S u m m e r v i l l e  I I / I X I  p h a s e  

( T a b l e B  2 6 - 2 7 ) .

The v a g a r i e s  of  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s a m p l in g  b e i n g  w ha t  th e y  a r e ,  a 

c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  o f  h e a l t h y  s k e p t i c i s m  a b o u t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  m e a n in g  of  th e  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  i n  f i g u r e  53 i s  i n  o r d e r  b u t ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  i f  

a s e r i e s  of such  c o m p a r i s o n s  can be c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

p o l i t i e s ,  we w i l l  be i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  c y c l e s  of
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ch ie fdom  d e v e lo p m en t  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y .  I t  would  seem t h a t  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f o r t u n e s  o f  Tombigbee l o c a l  c e n t e r s  such  a s  Lubbub Creek 

w ere  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  t h o s e  of  M o u n d v i l l e .  When t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  span  of  

t h e  o t h e r  Tombigbee l o c a l  c e n t e r s  can be d a t e d ,  t h e n  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  

r i s e  o f  M o u n d v i l l e  m i g h t  be d e t e c t e d .  For i n s t a n c e ,  we know t h a t  t h e  

Coleman c e n t e r  was abandoned  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  p o s s i b l y  r e f l e c t i n g  new 

a l l i a n c e s  and b u f f e r  z o n e s .  P o s s i b l y  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  e v e n t s  w e r e  t h e  

a p p e a r e n c e  of  M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved  p o t t e r y  a t  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee s i t e s  and 

th e  s u s p e n s i o n  of  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  Lubbub Creek .  As 

a l w a y s ,  our  a b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  s uch  r e g i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  now on ly  

i n t i m a t e d ,  r e q u i r e  much f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n .

Summary

Models of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t r e s s  t h e  use 

of  p r e s t i g e  goods  a s  a means  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  and expand s o c i a l  r a n k i n g .  

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  a t  M o u n d v i l l e  i s  b a s e d  upon t h e  

a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  a r t i f a c t  c a t e g o r i e s  r e f l e c t  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  r e s t r i c t e d  a c c e s s .  The M o u n d v i l l e  m o d e ls  a l s o  assume 

t h a t  p r e s t i g e  goods p r o d u c t i o n  and c o n s u m p t io n  w i l l  be  l a r g e l y  

r e s t r i c t e d  t o  an e l i t e  a t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s .  Vhen e x p e c t a t i o n s  d e r i v e d  f rom 

th e  M o u n d v i l l e  m o d e ls  w e re  exam ined  w i t h  e v i d e n c e  f rom a t w o - t i e r e d  

s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m ,  a somewhat  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  of  p r e s t i g e  goods 

p r o d u c t i o n  and c o n s u m p t io n  em erges .

To b e g i n  w i t h ,  t h e r e  was  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  h i g h - s t a t u s  l e a d e r s  

a t  l o c a l  c e n t e r s  would  n o t  have  a c c e s s  t o  t h o s e  sym bo ls  t h a t  mark 

pa ram oun t  p o s i t i o n s  a t  M o u n d v i l l e .  These  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  

a d u l t s  (presumed m a le )  i n t e r r e d  in  mounds w i t h  coppe r  a x e s ,  p e a r l  b e a d s ,
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and i n f  a n t  / c r a n i a  a c c o m p a n im e n t s  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977:441) .  Because  

t h e  u p p e r  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  S u m m e r v i l l e  Mound w e re  d e s t r o y e d ,  a p r o v e n i e n c e  

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  d i s c o v e r i e s  c a n n o t  be exam ined  a t  Lubbub 

Creek.  E l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  com m uni ty ,  a few c o p p e r  a r t i f a c t s  o f  " s u p r a -  

l o c a l "  s y m b o l i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w e re  found w i t h  a d u l t  m a l e s .  Beyond m a le  

f o r m a l  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  marked  by c o p p e r  i n s i g n i a  a t  Lubbub Creek,  

how ever ,  t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t h a t  p r e s t i g e  goods ,  i n c l u d i n g  

" s u p e r o r d i n a t e "  c a t e g o r i e s ,  a r e  s t a t u s  i t e m s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  of  

an  e l  i t e .

Male f o r m a l  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  a s i d e ,  t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  o f  

e c o n o m i c a l l y - b a s e d  s u p e r o r d i n a t e / s u b o r d i n a t e  r a n k  a t  Lubbub Creek ,  in  so 

f a r  a s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p r e s t i g e  goods  can be assumed t o  a d e q u e n t l y  

m e a su re  such  s t a t u s e s .  Age, s e x  and a c h i e v e m e n t  a r e  t h e  o n ly  

p e r c e p t i b l e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  shaped  a c c e s s .  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of m a r i n e  

s h e l l  b e a d s ,  the  g r e a t e s t  q u a n t i t y  and d i v e r s i t y  of  n o n - l o c a l  i t e m s  was 

found  w i t h  a d u l t  men (Tab le  28) .

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  p r e s t i g e  goods ,  n o t a b l y  m a r in e  s h e l l ,  i s  more  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a f u n c t i o n  a s  w e a l t h  i t e m s ,  a c c e s s  t o  w h ic h  was  

p o t e n t i a l l y  open t o  a l l .  Most l i k e l y ,  t h i s  w e a l t h  was d i s p o s e d  of  a t  

f u n e r a l s  in  a d i s p l a y  of  c o n s p i c u o u s  c o n s u m p t io n  t h a t  c o n f e r r e d  p r e s t i g e  

i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  s o c i a l  i n f l u e n c e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  may have 

been a c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  in d e p e n d e n t  of  r a n k ,  t h a t  d i r e c t e d  s u b a d u l t s  

t o  be i n t e r r e d  w i t h  s h e l l  b e a d s .

C o n t r a ry  t o  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  m ode ls  of  ch i e fd o m  p o l i t i c a l  economy, 

p r e s t i g e  goods p r o d u c t i o n  e v i d e n c e  was  found  a t  b o th  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  

and a t  f a r m s t e a d s .  C o a r s e w a r e  and f i n e w a r e  c e r a m ic  p r o d u c t i o n  e v i d e n c e  

was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r .  P r o d u c t i o n  of  m i c r o l i t h s  f o r  s h e l l
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T a b l e  2 8 .  A g e  a n d  S e x  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P r e s t i g e  I t e m s  i n  B u r i a l  C o n t e x t s .

Art  i f a c t s Number of  B u r i a l s Age/Sex

coppe r  p l a t e ,  
symbol badges 1 a d u l t  m a le

♦coppe r  e a r s p o o l 2 a d u l t  m a le

c oppe r  f r a g m e n t 1 a d u l t  ma le

♦Galena cube 2 a d u l t  ma le

G r e e n s to n e  c e l t  
( axe  )

2 a d u l t  ma le

♦M ine ra l  p ig m e n ts undetermined® a l l  a g e s ,  b o th  s e x e s

♦Black  b e a r  
t o o t h  p en d an t 3 s u b a d u l t

Engraved  m a r in e  
s h e l l  g o r g e t 5 a d u l t  ma le  (3 )  

a d u l t  f e m a le  ( 2 )

♦Marine s h e l l  beads 11 s u b a d u l t / i n f a n t  ( 9 )  
a d u l t  ma le  (1 )  
a d u l t  f e m a le  ( 1 )

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  m a r i n e  
s h e l l  o rnam en t 2 s u b a d u l t  

a d u l t  m a le

m a r i n e  s h e l l  " d i p p e r " 3 a d u l t  ma le  ( 2 )  
s u b a d u l t

f r e s h w a t e r  b e a d s ,  
ornament s k s u b a d u l t  (3)  

a d u l t  male

couga r  humerus  a r t i f a c t 1 a d u l t  m a le

N o t e : A s t e r i s k s  d e n o t e  a r t i f a c t s  u s e d  t o  d e f i n e  s u p e r o r d i n a t e  r a n k  a t  
M o u n d v i l l e  ( c f .  P e e b l e s  and Kus 1 9 7 7 ) .
U n m o d i f i e d  raw s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l  o c c u r s  l o c a l l y  and i s  u b i q u i t i o u s  i n  a l l  
c o n t e x t s .  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a  on m o d i f i e d / p r e p a r e d  p ig m e n t  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e  
due  t o  l a c k  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e c o r d  f o r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  b u t  " o c h r e "  and 
" lumps"  a r e  m e n t io n e d  i n  f i e l d  n o t e  f o r  v a r i o u s  b u r i a l s .
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bead  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  in  S u m m e r v i l l e  I ,  

o c c u r r e d  a t  b o t h  Lubbub Creek, and f a r m s t e a d s  i n  l a t e r  p h a s e s .  I t  i s  n o t  

known i f  g r e e n s t o n e  c e l t s  w e re  p roduced  l o c a l l y .

A l l  e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  f i n e w a r e  c e r a m i c s ,  m i c r o d r i l l s ,  m a r i n e  

s h e l l  b e a d s ,  and d i s c o i d a l s  w e re  p roduced  w i t h i n  t h e  h o u s e h o ld .  In  

c o n t r a s t  t o  many u t i l i t a r i a n  a r t i f a c t s  o f  l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  i t  i s  

u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e s e  p r e s t i g e  i t e m s  w e r e  p roduced  i n  each  

h o u s e h o ld .  Thus t h e r e  was  some " s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ” o r  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  

p r e s t i g e  i t e m  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  l e v e l .  However,  p a r t - t i m e ,  

l o w - l e v e l  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  was p r o b a b l y  a w i d e s p r e a d  

d o m e s t i c  a c t i v i t y .  T h i s  h o u s e h o l d  v a r i a b i l i t y  and t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of  

p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  m a g n i tu d e  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  a b i l i t y ,  

s k i l l  and e p i s o d i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h e re  i s  no u n e q u i v o c a l  e v i d e n c e  of  

s p e c i a l i z e d  a r e a s  f o r  c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  o u t s i d e  of  h o u s e h o l d  c o n t e x t s ,  

n o r  i s  t h e r e  e v i d e n c e  o f  r e s t r i c t e d  a c c e s s  t o  s p e c i f i c  t e c h n o l o g y ,  

know ledge  o r  raw m a t e r i a l s .  I f  t h i s  l e v e l  of  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  t o  be 

c o n s i d e r e d  c r a f t  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  i t  c l e a r l y  f a i l s  t o  mee t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  

of  mos t  a c c e p t e d  d e f i n i t i o n s  (e.g.  Evans 1978; M i c h a e l s  1987,  in  Enaor 

1989) .

H ousehold  p r o d u c t i o n  of  p r e s t i g e  goods a t  f a r m s t e a d s ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  

a t  f a r m s t e a d s  o f  f i n e w a r e  c e r a m i c s ,  a b u n d a n t  m a r i n e  s h e l l  beads  and 

o r n a m e n t s ,  and t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  f r a g m e n t s  o f  s t o n e  d i s k  p a l e t t e s  and o t h e r  

r a r e  p r e s t i g e  goods ,  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a b o u t  a c c e s s  d e r i v e d  

f rom  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  m o d e ls .  I n s t e a d  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of  p r o d u c t i o n  and 

r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  a c c e s s  t o  an e l i t e ,  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e s e  

w e a l t h  i t e m s  and t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  make them r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  a b i l i t y  of 

w o u ld - b e  e l i t e s  t o  m o n o p o l i z e  d u r a b l e  w e a l t h  was  m i n i m a l .  T h i s  does  n o t
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mean t h a t  a m b i t i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  d id  n o t  have o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b e n e f i t  

f ro m  u n e q u a l  d i s b u r s e m e n t  of  n o n - l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  o r  f i n i s h e d  goods .  

R a t h e r ,  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e r e  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  a t  t h e  modest  s o c i a l  

a c a l e  of  t w o - t i e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m s  and s u b j e c t  t o  r e g i o n a l  s o c i a l  

d y n am ics  beyond l o c a l  c o n t r o l .
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CHAPTER IX

INTERPRETATIONS AND CONCLUSION

In t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s tu d y  I  have a t t e m p t e d  t o  document c h a n g in g  s o c i a l  

and economic c o n d i t i o n s  i n  a p r e h i s t o r i c  N a t i v e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  p o p u l a t i o n  

over  a 600 y e a r  i n t e r v a l .  I m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  b e l i e v e d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  

o b s e r v e d  changes  have been i d e n t i f i e d  and ev e ry  e f f o r t  has  been made t o  

be e x p l i c i t  ab o u t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  forms t h e  b a s i s  f o r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f f e r e d .  These i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  

can be summarized a s  f o l l o w s .

Around A.D. 1000,  Tombigbee p o p u l a t i o n s ,  s t i m u l a t e d  by v a r i o u s  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and dem ograph ic  f a c t o r s ,  began  t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e i r  

p r o d u c t i o n  of  m a ize  beyond l o w - l e v e l  g a r d e n i n g .  Maize i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  

c r e a t e d  l o g i s t i c a l  p rob lem s  i n  a s u b s i s t e n c e  economy t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

r e l y  h e a v i l y  on w i l d  f o o d s .  D i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s  p r o v i d e d  o p t i m a l  

a c c e s s  t o  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  b u t  l e f t  f a m i l i e s  and t h e i r  m a iz e  h a r v e s t  

v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a t t a c k .  New c o o p e r a t i v e  l a b o r  p a t t e r n s  w e re  i n i t i a t e d  to  

a d d r e s s  t h e s e  p r o b le m s .  Comnunal s t o r a g e  o f  f ood  s u r p l u s e s  a t  a 

f o r t i f i e d  c e n t e r  was one s o l u t i o n .  Formal l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  emerged t o  

o v e r s e e  a c o o p e r a t i v e  economic  and  m u tu a l  d e f e n s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n — th e  

l o c a l  c e n t e r / f a r m s t e a d  p o l i t y .
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Two p o t e n t i a l  s p h e r e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  w ere  c r e a t e d :  management of 

p o o le d  food  s u r p l u s e s  and l e a d e r s h i p  i n  w a r .  D e l e g a t i o n  of  a u t h o r i t y ,  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  co n s e n s u s  and t h e  a l l a y i n g  o f  d i s s e n t  r e q u i r e d  

i d e o l o g i c a l  l e g i t i m i z a t i o n ,  w h ich  was most  e f f e c t i v e l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by 

a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  r i t u a l .  Loca l  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  was f a c i l i t a t e d  

t h ro u g h  a r i t u a l i z e d  c y c l e  of  p o p u l a t i o n  a g g r e g a t i o n  a t  t h e  l o c a l  

c e n t e r .  P l a t f o r m  mounds, e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a l o c a t i o n  f o r  s o c i a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  a c e r e m o n i a l  f o r m a t ,  r e f l e c t  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  f o rm a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  g roup  r i t u a l  and 

d i s b u r s e m e n t  of  food  s u r p l u s e s .

In  s h o r t ,  t h e  move toward  ch ie fdom  f o r m a t i o n  and s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  in  

the  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R i v e r  v a l l e y  began  a s  a p r a g m a t i c  a t t e m p t  to  

r e s o l v e  p rob lem s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  posed  by d e f e n s i v e  and s u b s i s t e n c e -  

o r i e n t e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  Some a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  a rg u e  t h a t  management o f  

c e n t r a l i z e d  s t o r a g e  to  m in im iz e  r i s k  t o  h o u s e h o ld s  was n o t  c e n t r a l  t o  

ch ie fdom  f o r m a t i o n  an d ,  i n s t e a d ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c h i e f ' s  c o - o p t i o n  of  a 

p r e - e x i s t i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t  t o  f u r t h e r  expand h i s  power ( E a r l e  1 9 8 7 : 2 9 3 ) .

In  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  S u n m e r v i l l e  d a t a  a r e  more c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  a f o rm a l  o f f i c e  o r  " c h i e f "  e v o l v e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  management n e e d s ,  a i d e d  by a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  s a c r e d .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  c o n c e i v e  how permanent  d e l e g a t i o n  of  a u t h o r i t y  c o u ld  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  

w i t h i n  s m a l l ,  k i n - b a s e d  com m uni t ies  u n l e s s  f a m i l i e s  i n i t i a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  

such a c t i o n s  t o  be i n  t h e i r  own b e s t  i n t e r e s t .

Once fo rm a l  a u t h o r i t y  r o l e s  w e re  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d ,  how eve r ,  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  were  c r e a t e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and k i n  g ro u p s  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  

and d i s b u r s e  s u r p l u s e s  u n e q u a l l y  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e .  F u r t h e r  

e x p a n s io n  of power and s o c i a l  r a n k i n g ,  beyond t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l l y - b a s e d
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s e c u r i t y  m a i n t a i n a n c e  r o l e s ,  was  d e p e n d e n t  upon e x t e n d i n g  c o n t r o l  o ve r  

t h e  economy ( E a r l e  1987:294;  Wolf  1982 :72-100) .  A l th o u g h  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

s u b s t a n t i a t e ,  t h e  l o c a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  economy p r o b a b l y  had a low p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  r e s o u r c e  c o n t r o l .  R e l i a n c e  on  w i l d  f o o d s  and  r e a d i l y  ab u n d an t  s o i l s  

w ou ld  have  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e s t r i c t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means 

of p r o d u c t i o n .

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  a l l i a n c e / e x c h a n g e  n e t w o r k s  of  t h e  " p r e s t i g e  

goods economy" h e l d  g r e a t e r  p r o m i s e  a s  a s t r a t e g y  f o r  r e s o u r c e  c o n t r o l .  

At l e a s t  p o t e n t i a l l y ,  a c c e s s  t o  n o n - l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  p o l i t y  

cou ld  be r e s t r i c t e d  and p r o d u c t i o n ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and c o n s u m p t io n  of  non­

l o c a l  i t e m s  c o u l d  be m o n o p o l i z e d  by an e l i t e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  

a l l i a n c e / e x c h a n g e  n e t w o r k s  p r o v i d e d  new p a n - r e g i o n a l  symbols  and 

i d e o l o g i e s  t h a t  c ou ld  be d e p l o y e d  t o  f u r t h e r  s a n c t i f y  g ro w in g  a u t h o r i t y .

In  t h e  c a s e  o f  th e  S u m m e r v i l l e  p h a s e s ,  b o t h  p r o d u c t i o n  e v i d e n c e  and 

w e a l t h  i t e m s  w e re  found t o  be w i d e s p r e a d  i n  v a r i o u s  c o n t e x t s  w i t h i n  t h e  

s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m  and f a i l e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  p a t t e r n  e x p e c t e d  

f o r  e c o n o m i c a l l y - b a s e d  s o c i a l  r a n k i n g .  Would-be e l i t e s  a t  Lubbub C reek  

w ere  a p p a r e n t l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  e x p a n d in g  econom ic  c o n t r o l .  P e rh a p s  one 

r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  f a i l u r e  was  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  to  com pete  on an e q u a l  b a s i s  

w i t h  l a r g e r  p o l i t i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  f o r  n o n - l o c a l  goods.

I t  w ou ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  s a n c t i f i e d ,  s e c u r i t y  m a i n t a i n e n c e  r o l e s  of  

food  s t o r a g e  management and l e a d e r s h i p  i n  w a r  w e re  a s u f f i c i e n t  b a s i s  

f o r  f o r m a l  c h i e f l y  a u t h o r i t y  in  s m a l l - s c a l e  H i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  such  

a s  S u m m e r v i l l e ,  b u t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u s t a i n  econom ic  s o c i a l  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  M oreover,  t h e  f a i l u r e  of  S u m m e r v i l l e  t o  conform t o  

M o u n d v i l l e  m o d e l s  of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and r e s o u r c e  c o n t r o l  l e n d s
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s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween  p o l i t y  s i z e ,  d e g r e e  of  

s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  and  r e s t r i c t e d  a c c e s s  t o  v a l u e d  i t e m s  d i s c u s s e d  by 

v a r i o u s  r e s e a r c h e r s ,

C a r n e i r o  (1981)  has  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  one of t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  

p r o c e s s e s  i n  s o c i a l  e v o l u t i o n  was t h e  f o r c e d  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  a number 

o f  f o r m e r l y  autonomous v i l l a g e s  u n d e r  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  of  a 

s i n g l e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e — a min imal  ch ie fd o m .  A l th o u g h  Lubbub Creek 

d i s p l a y s  e v i d e n c e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  o f f i c e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  o r  " c h i e f s , "  

by C a r n e i r o ' s  c r i t e r i o n ,  Lubbub Creek was n o t  a ch ie fd o m .

Throughout  t h i s  s tu d y  I have  r e f e r e d  t o  each  Tombigbee 

l o c a l  c e n t e r / f a r m s t e a d  u n i t  a s  a p o l i t y ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of  an i n d e p e n d e n t  

p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y .  I have  assumed t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  a t h r e e - t i e r e d  

s e t t l e m e n t  sys tem  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee R iv e r  v a l l e y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  

a b s e n c e  of  a l a r g e r  u n i t  bu t  our  a b i l i t y  to  i d e n t i f y  p o l i t i c a l  

b o u n d a r i e s  o r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d ,

A h o s t  o f  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  re m a in  d i f f i c u l t  t o  answer  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

t i m e .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  d i d  Lubbub Creek  and o t h e r  Tombigbee l o c a l  c e n t e r s  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a l o o s e  a l l i a n c e / e x c h a n g e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  M o u n d v i l l e  w h i l e  

r e m a in in g  p o l i t i c a l l y  autonomous? A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  w ere  th e y  e f f e c t i v e l y  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t y  a s  " t r i b u t e "  p a y in g  

s u b o r d i n a t e  c e n t e r s ?  Were t h e r e  d e g r e e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  and 

c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  upon s u b o r d i n a t e  c e n t e r s ,  p e r h a p s  a f f e c t e d  by d i s t a n c e  

from M oundv i l l e?  The p rob lem  i s  t h a t  we s t i l l  do n o t  h ave  a d e q u a t e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on how l o c a l  c e n t e r s  a r t i c u l a t e  w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r .

The s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l o c a l  mound c e n t e r s  may r e f l e c t  t h e  

s c a l e  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t y  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( S t e p o n a i t i s  1978;  

Bozeman 1 9 8 2 ) .  In t h e  Black  W a r r i o r  R iv e r  v a l l e y ,  d u r i n g  th e  M o u n d v i l l e
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I l l  phaBe,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  be tween  t h e  n o r t h e r n - m o s t  (1T u3)  and  s o u t h e r n ­

most ( l G r l 4 )  l o c a l  mound c e n t e r s  t h o u g h t  t o  be c o n t e m p o ra ry  i s  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  40 km. S i t e  l G r l 4  iB s o m e th in g  o f  an o u t l i e r ,  and f o r  

much o f  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  s eq u en ce  t h e  s p a t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  s i n g l e  mounds 

was even  more c l u s t e r e d ,  e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 km a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  

(Bozeman 1 9 8 2 : F i g u r e  1 ;  P e e b l e s  1 9 8 7 : F i g u r e  2 ) .

T h i s  f o r t y  k i l o m e t e r  d i s t a n c e  may d e m a r c a t e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  maximum 

s i z e  o f  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t y .  H a l l y  (1987)  m e asu re d  d i s t a n c e s  be tween  

a l a r g e  number o f  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c e n t e r s  i n  G e o r g i a .  He d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  

mound s i t e s  were  " s p a c e d  e i t h e r  l e s s  t h a n  17 km a p a r t  or  more t h a n  31 km 

a p a r t "  ( H a l l y  1 9 8 7 : 8 ) .  The a v e r a g e  d i s t a n c e  be tween  c l u s t e r s  was 44 km. 

H a l l y  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  maximum d i a m e t e r  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  ch ie fdom s  was 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  40 km. N o t in g  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  s p a t i a l  p a t t e r n  

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  o t h e r  m i d d l e - r a n g e  s o c i e t i e s  w o r l d - w i d e ,  H a l ly  ( 1 9 8 7 : 5 )  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  d i s t a n c e s  beyond one d a y ' s  t r a v e l  by f o o t  from ch ie fd o m  

c e n t e r  to  b o r d e r  (20 km) " r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  l i m i t  t o  which  

e f f e c t i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  c o u l d  be e x t e n d e d . "

A l though  i t  i s  n o t  y e t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  which c e n t r a l  

Tombigbee c e n t e r s  were  o c c u p i e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  s p a t i a l  

r e q u l a r i t i e s  i n  mound l o c a t i o n s .  B u t l e r ,  Chowder S p r i n g s ,  and Coleman 

c l u s t e r  t o g e t h e r  (<17 km a p a r t ) ,  w h i l e  Lubbub C reek  and Hilman a r e  

w i d e l y - s p a c e d  (> 30 km a p a r t  ) ( C h a p t e r  I I I ,  F i g u r e  1 ) .

P r e s u m a b ly ,  t h e  s p a t i a l  r e g u l a r i t i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  by H a l l y  and 

r e p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Tombigbee and B la c k  V a r r i o r  R i v e r  r e g i o n  

i d e n t i f y  autonomous t e r r i t o r i a l  u n i t e  o f  v a r y i n g  s i z e s .  I f  40 km i s  th e  

e f f e c t i v e  l i m i t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  t h e n  we s h o u ld  no t  be
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s u r p r i z e d  t h a t  I .ubbub C reek  (56 km from M o u n d v i l l e )  p ro d u c e d  no e v id e n c e  

of  d i r e c t  M o u n d v i l l e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l .  Not even  t h e  f o r m i d a b l e  s i t e  of  

Cahokia  was c a p a b l e  of  e x t e n d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  beyond a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

80  km a l o n g  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  ( M i ln e r  1990 :7 -8 ) .  I n  l i g h t  of  t h e s e  

d i s c o v e r i e s ,  t h e  400 km by 100 km boundary  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Coosa ch i e fd o m  (Hudson e t  a l .  1985),  i f  v a l i d ,  

p r o b a b l y  d e m a r c a t e s  t h e  e x t e n t  of  m ere  m i l i t a r y  t h r e a t  and e x p e d i e n t  

a l l i a n c e ,  n o t  c e n t r a l i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l .

S m a l l - s c a l e  and l a r g e - s c a l e  p o l i t i e s  such  a s  Lubbub C reek  and 

M o u n d v i l l e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a r e  b e s t  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  p r o d u c t s  of  r e g i o n a l  

c o m p e t io n  f o r  r e s o u r c e s .  W i t h i n  t h e  mode of  p r o d u c t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s ,  dem o g ra p h ic  s u c c e s s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  c o m p e t i t i v e  

s u c c e s s  and t h e  need  f o r  new p o l i t i c a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  Viewed from t h e  

p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  r e g i o n a l  s o c i a l  d y n a m ic s ,  i f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of 

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s  was r e g i o n a l  dom inance  o v e r  r e s o u r c e s  

( e s p e c i a l l y  p r e s t i g e  goods ) ,  t h e n  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t y  was t h e  one  t h a t  

c o u ld  m u s t e r  t h e  l a r g e s t  number of  p e o p le  i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n  or  w a r f a r e .  

Given th e  a p p a r e n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tw een  s i z e  of p o l i t y  and d e g r e e  of  

s o c i a l  r a n k i n g ,  w i t h i n  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  40 km u n i t  we can p e r c e i v e  a 

g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o r  r a n g e  of s o c i a l  r a n k i n g  and a g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 

n o n - l o c a l  p r e s t i g e  i t e m s .  Beyond t h e  40 km M o u n d v i l l e  b o u n d a ry ,  s m a l l  

p o l i t i e s  s uch  a s  Lubbub C reek  may have been  d e a l t  o u t  of  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  

and p l a c e d  a t  a d i s a d v a n t a g e  i n  r e g i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  n o n - l o c a l  

i t e m s .

The c u r r e n t  M o u n d v i l l e  m o d e ls  of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  

economy r e f l e c t  a w i d e l y - h e l d  p e r c e p t i o n  of M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  a s  

f i x e d  h i e r a c h i e s  o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  and econom ic
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c o n t r o l  ( P e e b l e s  and Kus 1977 ;  P e e b l e s  1983b; Welch 1 9 8 6 ) .  Yet i t  i s  

a l s o  o b v io u s  t h a t ,  w h e th e r  l a r g e  or  s m a l l ,  p o w e r fu l  or  weak,  

M i e s i a s i p p i a n  t e r r i t o r i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  were composed of  t h e  same b a s i c  

m odu la r  u n i t — l o c a l  c e n t e r  and a s s o c i a t e d  f a r m s t e a d s .  A l l  e v i d e n c e  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  modules  were e c o n o m i c a l l y  s e l f -  

s u f f i c i e n t  and t h e r e f o r e ,  v e s t e d  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  and l o y a l t i e s  w ere  

p r o b a b l y  q u i t e  l o c a l i z e d .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  l o c a l  c e n t e r / f a r m s t e a d  u n i t s  

may have b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  on a s i m i l a r  s o c i a l  and economic  b a s i s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n .

An a l t e r n a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  p o l i t i c a l  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  must  be c o n s i d e r e d .  I n s t e a d  of  a p o l i t i c a l l y  c e n t r a l i z e d  

and e c o n o m i c a l l y  c o n t r o l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h i e r a r c h y ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  u n i t s  

may have been composed of  a n e tw o rk  of  i n t e r a c t i n g  m odu les  i n  w h ich  

p o l i t i c a l  " a d m i n i s t r a t i o n "  was  r i t u a l i s t i c ,  c o m p e t i t i v e ,  segmented  and 

u n s t a b l e — i n  s h o r t ,  a c o n f e d e r a t i o n  or  l e a g u e  of  semi-au tonom ous  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m odu les  ( e . g .  J ohnson  1984;  M i ln e r  1 9 9 0 ) .

In  C h a p t e r  V I I I ,  no e v i d e n c e  was found  t h a t  p r o d u c t i o n  of h i g h l y -  

v a l u e d  i t e m s  was u n d e r  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  o f  a s u p e r o r d i n a t e  r a n k  

or  t h a t  a c c e s s  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  an e l i t e  a t  S um m e rv i l l e  p h a s e  s i t e s .

I t  r e m a in s  t o  be d e m o n s t r a t e d  how or i f  a c c e s s  and c o n t r o l  o f  r e s o u r c e s  

a t  M o u n d v i l l e  p h a s e  s i t e s  w i l l  d i f f e r  f rom S u m n e r v i l l e  phase  s i t e s .

The v a r i o u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  c a n n o t  be e a s i l y  d i s m i s s e d  u n t i l  t e s t e d  

by f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h .  The S u m n e r v i l l e  d i s c o v e r i e s  make i t  i m p e r a t i v e  

t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  be s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  

a r t i f a c t  c l a s s e s  may e x h i b i t  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and 

a s s o c i a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s t a t u s ,  w e a l t h  or f u n c t i o n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s .
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P a t t e r n s  of  d i s t r i b u t i o n  can n o t  be n a r r o w ly  i n t e r p r e t e d  s o l e l y  i n  t e rm s  

of  s t a t u s .  T e l e o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t r a n s f o r m s  any 

" s u p e r o r d i n a t e "  a r t i f a c t  p r o v e n i e n c e  i n t o  an " e l i t e "  c o n t e x t  (by 

d e f i n i t i o n )  must  be a v o i d e d .

Due to  t h e  l a c k  of  e x c a v a t i o n  d a t a ,  we r e a l l y  know v e ry  l i t t l e  

a b o u t  f a r m s t e a d / l o c a l  c e n t e r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  B la c k  W a r r io r  

v a l l e y ,  M o u n d v i l i e ' s  im m edia te  h i n t e r l a n d .  P r o d u c t i o n  and c o n s u m p t io n  

of  c r a f t  p r o d u c t s  may be more d i s p e r s e d  and l e s s  c e n t r a l i z e d  t h a n  ou r  

c u r r e n t  models  s u g g e s t .  For exam ple ,  in  t h e  on ly  p u b l i s h e d  e x c a v a t i o n  

of  a M o u n d v i l l e  f a r m s t e a d ,  M iB tov ich  (1 9 8 7 :1 6 7 )  found  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t o o l  

m a n u f a c t u r e  from n o n - l o c a l  s t o n e ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  e x p e c t a t i o n s  t h a t  

p r o d u c t i o n  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  M o u n d v i l l e  s i t e  ( i . e .  Welch 1 9 8 6 :1 5 5 -  

1 5 7 ) .

S i m i l a r l y ,  s e a s o n a l  and l o g i s t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  M o u n d v i l l e  phase  

l o c a l  r e s o u r c e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  re m a in  p o o r l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  I f  t h e s e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s h o u ld  p a r a l l e l  S u m m e rv i l l e  phase  p a t t e r n s ,  

f a r m s t e a d / l o c a l  c e n t e r  s o c i a l  d i c h o t o m i e s  and consu m p t io n  p a t t e r n s  may 

be more i n t e r t w i n e d  t h a n  we now p e r c e i v e .  The p r o v i s i o n i n g  o f  " n o b l e "  

e l i t e s  w i t h  s u b s i s t e n c e  p r o d u c t s  by f a r m s t e a d  "conm oners"  may be 

embedded i n  a r i t u a l i z e d  c y c l e  of  p o p u l a t i o n  a g g r e g a t i o n  a t  t h e  l o c a l  

c e n t e r  in  such  a way a s  t o  c o m p l i c a t e  c u r r e n t  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  what  

c o n s t i t u t e s  e l i t e  and n o n - e l i t e  middens  o r  c o n t e x t s .  The man s t a n d i n g  

i n  h i s  f a r m s t e a d  m a ize  f i e l d  i n  J u n e  may be t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  who 

consumes " c h o i c e  c u t s "  o f  v e n i s o n  w i t h  h i s  k in smen  i n  a c e r e m o n ia l  

b u i l d i n g  a t o p  a mound a t  t h e  l o c a l  c e n t e r  i n  December.

One o f  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  of  t u r n i n g  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  l o c a l  

c e n t e r / f a r m s t e a d  c o m p ar i s o n s  i s  t h a t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  such  a s
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M o u n d v i l l e  may t a k e  on a v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r  when v iew ed  from th e  

bo t tom  up .  In  t h i s  s tu d y  I  h a v e  a t t a n p t e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how s m a l l - s c a l e  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  such  a s  S u m m e rv i l l e  a r e  c r i t i c a l  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  

our  knowledge  a bou t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y .  C a r e f u l  

com par ison  of  s m a l l - s c a l e  and l a r g e - s c a l e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  s o c i e t i e s  h e l p  

p l a c e  b o th  s y s tem s  in  c o m p a r a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Awareness  of t h i s  

v a r i a b i l i t y ,  in  t u r n ,  p r o v i d e s  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  c y c l e s  o f  ch iefdom 

f o r m a t i o n  and f r a g m e n t a t i o n .
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APPENDIX. MISSISSIPPIAN CERAMIC TYPE AND VARIETY DESCRIPTIONS.

T h i s  a p p e n d i x  p r o v i d e s  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  

p o t t e r y  r e c o v e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Lubbub C reek  e x c a v a t i o n s  so t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  

may i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  t y p e  and v a r i e t y  names d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  t e x t .  T h i s  

ap p e n d ix  i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  d e t a i l e d  t y p e - v a r i e t y  a n a l y s i s  

i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  (Mann 1 9 8 3 ) .  R e s e a r c h e r s  s h o u ld  c o n s u l t  Mann 

(1 9 8 3 )  f o r  s e r i o u s  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and b i b l i o g r a p h i c  

r e f e r e n c e s .

P r e s e n t e d  below i s  a g l o s s a r y  t h a t  l i s t s  c e r a m ic  t y p e  names i n  

a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r .  Each ty p e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  f o l l o w e d  by a s s o c i a t e d  

v a r i e t y  names ( u n d e r l i n e d ) .  A l l  t y p e s  and v a r i e t i e s  a r e  s h e l l  t e m p ered  

u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d .  A s s o c i a t e d  v e s s e l  s h a p e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  

Lubbub C reek  sample  a r e  l i s t e d  when known. T a b l e  29 p r e s e n t s  a summary 

c h ro n o lo g y  of  ce ram ic  t y p e s ,  v a r i e t i e s ,  v e s s e l  s h a p e s  and o t h e r  

a t t r i b u t e s .  T a b le  30 t a b u l a t e s  p r o d u c t i o n - s t e p s  f o r  s e l e c t e d  t y p e s  sb a 

r e l a t i v e  m e a su re  o f  p o t t e r y  p r o d u c t i o n  " c o s t s . "  V e s s e l  shape  c o u n t s  and 

p e r c e n t a g e s  i n  Lubbub C reek  v i l l a g e  and mound sam p les  a r e  summarized  in  

T a b l e  31 .  F i n a l l y ,  b a s i c  v e s s e l  shape  c l a s s e s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  f i g u r e  

54.

C l o s s a r v  o f  Ceram ic  Type and V a r i e t y  D e s c r i p t i o n s

Alabama R i v e r  A p p l i q u e :  The p r i n c i p l e  d i a g n o s t i c  m a rk e r  f o r  t h e
S u m m e rv i l l e  IV p h a s e .  T h i s  t y p e  e x h i b i t s  m u l t i p l e ,  a p p l i q u e  s t r i p s  or  
r e s i d u a l  ( f a l s e )  h a n d l e s  p l a c e d  v e r t i c a l l y  a round  t h e  v e s s e l  n e c k .  Th is  
ty p e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a r im  mode added t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a i n .  F u n c t i o n a l  
t r i a n g u l a r  l u t e d  h a n d l e s  may c o - o c c u r  w i t h  a p p l i q u e  s t r i p s  or  r e s i d i d u a l
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h a n d l e s .  V e s s e l  s h a p e s :  j a r s  p r e d o m i n a n t ,  s h o r t  neck  b o w ls .
Alabama R i v e r : a s  ab o v e .

Alabama R iv e r  I n c i s e d :  T h i s  t y p e  was used  t o  d e s c r i b e  r e p e a t e d  s e t s  of
f o u r  t o  e i g h t  c o n c e n t r i c  c i r c l e s  or  s t y l i s e d  hand and t r i a n g l e  m o t i f s  
p l a c e d  from r im  t o  s h o u l d e r  on i n t e r i o r  s u r f a c e s  o f  s h a l l o w  f l a r i n g  r im  
bowls  u sed  a s  b u r i a l  u rn  c o v e r s .  C r i t e r i a  w i l l  have  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  
t o  r e f i n e  t h i s  c a t c h - a l l  c a t e g o r y ,  which o v e r l a p s  w i t h  C a r th a g e  I n c i s e d  
v a r .  F o s t e r . S u m m e rv i l l e  IV p h a s e .

B a r to n  I n c i s e d :  T h i s  ty p e  h a s  r e c t i l i n e a r  i n c i s e d  m o t i f s ,  u s u a l l y
p l a c e d  on  t h e  v e s s e l  e x t e r i o r  neck  and B h o u ld e r .
Pem opo l iB : a s e r i e s  o f  p a r a l l e l  l i n e s  i n c i s e d  v e r t i c a l l y  from t h e  l i p .
T h i s  d e s i g n  mode,  e x e c u t e d  on v a r i o u s  p a s t e s ,  e x t e n d s  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  
h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  i n  e a s t e r n  M i s s i s s i p p i  (A tk in s o n  1 9 8 7 : F i g u r e  14;  B l i t z  
1985:  F i g u r e  7 ) .  The s m a l l  q u a n t i t y  r e c o v e r e d  a t  Lubbub Creek s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  was v e r y  l a t e  i n  t h e  sequence  o r  even  p o s t - d a t e s  t h e  
m a jo r  o c c u p a t i o n  e p i s o d e .

B e l l  P l a i n :  A f i n e  mixed s h e l l  and g ro g  te m p e re d  w a r e .  B u rn i s h e d
s u r f a c e s  p r e d o m i n a t e  but  b u r n i s h i n g  was n o t  a c r i t e r i o n  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  
t h i s  t y p e .
Bie  Sandy : a s  a b o v e .  A l l  v e s s e l  s h a p e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b u t  s e r v i n g  forms
a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t .

C a r t h a g e  I n c i s e d ;  A ty p e  w i t h  a b u r n i s h e d  s u r f a c e  and b road  t r a i l e d  
i n c i s i o n ,  U-shape  i n  c r o s s  s e c t i o n .
C a r t h a g e : two t o  f i v e  l i n e  r u n n i n g  s c r o l l  on e x t e r i o r  s u r f a c e  of
b o t t l e s  and bowls o r  i n t e r i o r  r im s u r f a c e s  o f  f l a r i n g  r im  b ow ls .
F o s t e r : f r e e - s t a n d i n g  m o t i f s — h a n d s ,  s k u l l s ,  long  bones  on i n t e r i o r
r im  s u r f a c e s  of  f l a r i n g  r im  b o w ls .
Moon L a k e : zones  o f  p a r a l l e l  o b iq u e  l i n e s  on i n t e r i o r  r im  s u r f a c e s  of
f l a r i n g  r im  bowls and e x t e r i o r  s u r f a c e s  of b o t t l e s .
Summeryi1 l e : i n c i s e d  l i n e s  t h a t  form a r c h e s  on e x t e r i o r  b o t t l e
s h o u l d e r s  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  b o w ls .

M i s s i s s i p p i  P l a i n :  ThiB ty p e  name encom passes  a l l  u n d e c o r a t e d  s h e l l
t em pered  c e r a m i c s  a t  Lubbub C reek ,  w h e th e r  b u r n i s h e d  o r  u n b u r n i s h e d  
s u r f a c e s  o c c u r .
W a r r i o r : c o a r s e  s h e l l  temper  w i t h  p a r t i c l e s  2 nan o r  l a r g e r .  A l l  v e s s e l
s h a p e s  o c c u r  b u t  u n b u r n i s h e d  c o o k in g  fo rm s  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t .
H a l e : f i n e  s h e l l  tem per  w i t h  p a r t i c l e s  l e s s  t h a n  2 nm, A l l  v e s s e l
s h a p e s  o c c u r  b u t  b u r n i s h e d  s e r v i n g  fo rm s  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t .
H u l l  L a k e : o r i g i n a l l y  d e f i n e d  a s  c o a r s e  s h e l l  w i t h  s h e l l  te m pered  c l a y
i n c l u s i o n s  b u t  t h e  c e ra m ic  a n a l y i s t  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c l u s i o n s  were  
a c c i d e n t a l  (Mann 1 9 8 3 : 6 7 ) .  Thus t h i s  v a r i e t y  i s  o f  no a n a l y t i c a l  
u l t i l i t y .

Mound P l a c e  I n c i s e d :  T h i s  ty p e  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  two or  more p a r a l l e l  l i n e s
i n c i s e d  h o r i z o n t a l l y  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  r im ,  som et im es  w i t h  l i n e s  d ip p i n g  
down as  c o n c e n t r i c  f e s t o o n s .
A k r o n : l i n e  w id th  lmn or l a r g e r .  V esse l  s h a p e s :  bowl fo rm s .
H a v a n a : l i n e  w i d t h  l e s s  t h a n  1 mm. V e s se l  s h s p e s :  bowl fo rm s .
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M oundv i l l e  Engraved ;  The p r i n c i p l e  d i a g n o s t i c  m a rk e r  f o r  t h e  
S um m e rv i l l e  11 /111  p h a s e .  The ty p e  h a s  e n g ra v e d  l i n e s  e x e c u t e d  on bone 
d ry  o r  f i r e d  p a s t e .  S u r f a c e s  a r e  b u r n i s h e d .
H e m p h i l l : f r e e - s t a n d i n g  m o t i f s — d e a t h  h e a d ,  long  b o n e s ,  e t c .  V e s s e l
s h a p e s :  b o t t l e s .
T a v l o r v i l l e : r u n n i n g  s c r o l l  o f  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  l i n e s  s u p e r im p o se d  on a
c r o s s - h a t c h e d  b a c k g ro u n d .
T u s c a l o o s a : c u r v i l i n e a r  s c r o l l  of  15-40  c l o s e l y  s p a c e d  l i n e s .
WigginB: two t o  f i v e  l i n e  s c r o l l .  V e s s e l  s h a p e s :  b o t t l e s ,  bowl.

M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d :  A t y p e  w i t h  an i n c i s e d  a r c h  m o t i f  p l a c e d  e n d - t o - e n d
around  the  u p p e r  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  v e s s e l .  U n b u rn is h ed  s u r f a c e s  
p r e d o m i n a t e .
M o u n d v i l l e : D i a g n o s t i c  m a rk e r  of  t h e  S u m m e rv i l l e  I  p h a s e .  A a e r i e s  of
s h o r t  i n c i s i o n s  r a d i a t i n g  upward f rom a r c h .  V e s s e l  s h a p e s :  j a r s
p r e d o m i n a t e  b u t  s h o r t  neck  bowls a l s o  o c c u r .
C a r r o l l t o n : a r c h  u n em be l l iB hed  w i t h  any se c o n d a ry  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s .
V esse l  s h a p e s :  j a r s  p r e d o m i n a t e  b u t  s h o r t  n eck  bowls  and r e s t r i c t e d
bowls  a l s o  o c c u r .
S dow^ s Bend : a r c h e s  o f  p u n c t a t i o n s  p l a c e d  above  i n c i s e d  a r c h .  V e s se l
s h a p e s :  J a r s  and s im p le  b o w ls .

P a r k i n  P u n c t a t e d :  A c o a r s e  s h e l l  te m pered  t y p e  w i t h  p u n c t a t i o n s  a p p l i e d
t o  th e  v e s s e l  s u r f a c e .  U n b u r i s h e d  s u r f a c e s .  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  p la cem e n t  
of  t h i s  t y p e  a t  Lubbub Creek  was  u n c e r t a i n  b u t  p r o b a b ly  v e ry  l a t e  i n  t h e  
se q u e n c e .
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T a b l e  3 0 .  C e r a m i c  P r o d u c t i o n - S t e p  M e a s u r e s .

Type P r o d u c t i o n - S t e p s ®

M o u n d v i l l e  Engraved (5 s t e p s ) f i n e  p a s t e  
smoothed 
b u r n i s h e d  
e n g r a v i n g  
complex  d e s i g n

C a r t h a g e  I n c i s e d (4 s t e p s ) f i n e  p a s t e  
smoothed  
b u r n i s h e d  
i n c i  sed

Mound P l a c e  I n c i s e d (4 s t e p s ) f i n e  p a s t e  
smoothed 
b u r n i s h e d  
i n c i  sed

B u r n i s h e d  p l a i n w a r e :  (3  s t e p s )  
v a r .  H a le :  B e l l  P l a i n f i n e  p a s t e

smoothed
b u r n i s h e d

Alabama R iv e r  
A p p l iq u e (2 s t e p s ) a p p l i q u e  

smoothed

M o u n d v i l l e  I n c i s e d (2 s t e p s ) smoothed
i n c i s e d

aBased on Feiuman e t  a l . 1981.
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T a b l e  3 1 .  Lubbub C reek  V e s s e l  S hapes :  V i l l a g e  and Hound Samples  
( I d e n t i f i e d  from S h e r d s ) .

VESSEL SHAPE

N

VILLAGE

%

MOUND

N 1

B o t t l e 34 5 16 7

C y l i n d r i c a l  Bowl 19 3 4 2

F l a r i n g  Rim Bowl 108 16 46 21

Misc.  Bowl 98 15 23 11

Out s l a n t i n g  Bowl 52 8 19 9

R e s t r i c t e d  Bowl 18 3 6 3

S h o r t  Neck Bowl 30 5 9 4

S im p l e  Bowl 125 19 32 14

T e r r a c e d  R e c t .  Bowl 5 - 1 -

S t a n d a r d  J a r 173 26 65 29

N e c k le s s  J a r 1 - - -

TOTAL 663 221
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F i g u r e  54.  B as ic  V e s s e l  Shape C l a s s e s ,  S u m m e r v i l l e  and M o u n d v i l l e  
P h a s e s :  (A) s u b g l o b u l a r  b o t t l e  w i t h  s l a b  b a s e ;  (B) s u b g l o b u l a r  b o t t l e  
w i t h  s i m p l e  b a s e ;  (C) c y l i n d r i c a l  b o w l ;  (D) d e e p  f l a r i n g  r im  bow l ;  (E) 
s h a l l o w  f l a r i n g  r im  bow l ;  (F) o u t s l a n t i n g  bow l ;  (G) p e d e s t a l l e d  bow l ;  
(H) r e s t r i c t e d  b o w l ;  <1) s h o r t  n eck  b o w l ;  ( J )  s i m p l e  b o w l ;  (K) n e c k l e s s  
j a r ;  (L) s t a n d a r d  j a r  CAdapted f rom  S t e p o n a i t i s  1 9 8 3 ;F ig u r e  67).
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