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INTRODUCTION

W hile  r e s e a r c h i n g  a n  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  S h a k e sp e a re  

Canon n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  I  came a c r o s s  t h e  f o l lo w ­

i n g :

S p e a k in g  o f  t h e a t r i c a l  f o l k s  b r i n g s  t o  my mind a 
r e c e n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e tw e e n  Edwin B ooth  a n d  Edwin F .  
T horne  t h a t  d i s c l o s e d  a som ewhat s u r p r i s i n g  f a c t  a b o u t  
S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s .  I t  w as new t o  M r. B o o th ,  and  I  
g u e s s  i t  w i l l  be  new t o  a l l  o f  y o u .  T h o rn e ,  who i s  
t h o r o u g h ly  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  b e g a n  t h e  con­
v e r s a t i o n  som ew hat i n  t h i s  w ay: "M r. B o o th ,  I  have  
made w h a t  t o  me i s  a  s u r p r i s i n g  d i s c o v e r y  a b o u t  Shake­
s p e a r e .  He d i e d  i n  1 6 1 6 .  He was a t  t h e  z e n i t h  o f  h i s  
fame i n  1 6 0 0 ,  when he  w ro te  ’ H a m le t . % Now, i n  w ha t 
y e a r  d i d  Colum bus d i s c o v e r  A m erica?"

"Why, i n  1 4 9 2 ,"  r e s p o n d e d  M r. B o o th , i n  some s u r ­
p r i s e  a t  t h e  s u d d e n  t u r n  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n .

" E x a c t l y , "  s a i d  T h o rn e ,  p o u n d in g  t h e  t a b l e  w i t h  
h i s  m u s c u la r  f i s t .  " I n  1 4 9 2 ,  w h ic h  was more t h a n  a 
c e n t u r y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t im e  when S h a k e s p e a re  f l o u r i s h e d ,  
a n d  y e t  y o u  c a n n o t  f i n d ,  i n  a l l  h i s  p l a y s ,  one r e f e r ­
e n c e  t o  t h e  n e w ly  d i s c o v e r e d  c o n t i n e n t ,  t h e  w ond ers  o f  
w h ic h  w ere  i n  e v e r y  o n e ’ s  m outh i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  Why, 
y o u  w ou ld  t h i n k  he  w ould  h a v e  s e l e c t e d  i t  a s  t h e  them e 
f o r  a  p l a y ,  b u t  n o t  o n ly  d i d  he  n o t  do t h a t ,  b u t  now here 
d o e s  he  make t h e  s l i g h t e s t  a l l u s i o n  t o  w h a t  m ust have  
b e e n  t h e  m ost s t a r t l i n g  s e n s a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  t i m e s .  Did 
you  e v e r  t h i n k  o f  t h a t  b e f o r e ? "

" I  n e v e r  d i d , "  s a i d  B o o th ,  m u s in g ly ,  " a n d  y e t  I  
c a n ’t  r e c a l l  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  A m erica  i n  any  o f  Shake­
s p e a r e ’ s  p r o d u c t i o n s .  I  n e v e r  h e a r d  t h e  o m is s io n  com­
m en ted  u pon  b e f o r e . "

I t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  i s n ’ t  i t ? — P h i l a .  D a i ly  News. 1

T h o r n e ’ s  w o rd s  s t u c k  l i k e  a b u r r  i n  my b r a i n ,  d e ­

m anding  my a t t e n t i o n .  To e l i m i n a t e  t h e  d i s t r a c t i o n  o f  t h i s  

n a g g in g  t e a s e  I  d e c i d e d  t o  s t e a l  a  b i t  o f  t im e  f ro m  my r e -

■ ^R eprin ted  i n  The T h e a t r e , v o l .  1 . ,  n o .  9 (May 1 7 , 
1 SS6 ) ,  p .  2 6 2 .
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s e a r c h  a n d  t o  go o f f  on a q u ic k  t a n g e n t ,  j u s t  q u i c k  enough 

t o  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  "Why d i d  S h a k e s p e a re  n o t  w r i t e  a b o u t  

A m e ric a ?17 I  was d e te r m in e d  t o  f i n d  s o m e th in g  t o  e x p l a i n  

t h i s  " o v e r s i g h t " .  " I n d i f f e r e n c e " ?  "L ack  o f  k n o w le d g e 17?,> I  

d i d n ’ t  know w hat t o  c a l l  i t .  Howeve,r, I  h a d  a v a g u e ,  th o u g h  

u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  d o u b t  a b o u t  t h e  v e r a c i t y  o f  M r. T h o r n e ’ s  

s t a t e m e n t .

Someone once  s a i d  t o  b e l i e v e  i s  c o m f o r t a b l e ,  b u t  

^ ^ o  d o u b t  i s  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  was t h e  

b e g in n i n g  o f  an  e d u c a t i o n  i n  more ways t h a n  one f o r  me.

The f u r t h e r  I  e x p lo r e d  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  n o t  m e n t io n in g  A m erica , 

t h e  more e v i d e n t  i t  became t h a t  I  m ust s e t  a s i d e  my fo rm e r  

r e s e a r c h  an d  c o n t in u e  on my " t a n g e n t 11 w h ic h  was by  now a l ­

m ost a n  o b s e s s i o n .  T h e re  was e v id e n c e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  h ad  

m e n t io n e d  A m erica , b o th  d i r e c t l y  a n d  i n d i r e c t l y ,  num erous 

t i m e s .

From t h i s  i n i t i a l  b e g i n n i n g ,  my i n t e r e s t  g r a d u a l l y  

b ro a d e n e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  e n t i r e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  

A m erica  a s  i t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s .  I n  

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s t o r y  

o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  A m e ric a ,  my r o u t e  w en t  b a c k w a r d s .  The 

A n g lo -S ax o n  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  N o r th  A m erica  m ig h t  n e v e r  have  

h a p p e n e d  i f  t h e  c l a im s  t o  new t e r r i t o r i e s  on t h a t  c o n t i n e n t  

by  t h e  S p a n is h  had  n o t  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c h a l l e n g e d  by  Eng­

l i s h  e x p l o r e r s .  T hese  c l a im s  m ig h t  n o t  h av e  b e e n  c h a l l e n g e d  

i f  E n g l i s h  e x p l o r e r s  h a d  n o t  f i r s t  t e s t e d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  

P o r tu g u e s e  i n  A f r i c a  an d  fo u n d  i t  l a c k i n g .  A f r i c a  m ig h t  n e v e r
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h a v e  b e en  a p p ro a c h e d  i f  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  

h a d  n o t  b e e n  t a s t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d a r i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n s  t o  

R u s s i a  by  way o f  a n o r t h e a s t e r n  r o u t e  th r o u g h  t h e  N or­

w e g ia n  S e a .  T hese  e x p l o r a t i o n s  m ig h t  n o t  have s t a r t e d  

w i t h o u t  t h e  p r e s s i n g  n e e d  f o r  E n g l i s h  m e r c h a n ts  t o  f i n d  

new m a r k e ts  f o r  t r a d e  a f t e r  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  was c lo s e d  

t o  them . The n o r t h e a s t  r o u t e  m ig h t  n e v e r  have been  e x ­

p l o r e d  i f  t h e  S p a n i s h  o b j e c t i o n  t o  C a b o t ’ s  v o y a g e s  t o  

A m erica  i n  1497 and  1496 had  n o t  d e t e r r e d  E n g l i s h  v o y ­

a g e r s  f ro m  com ing t o  A m e ric a .  And C a b o t ’ s  v o y ag es  

m ig h t  n o t  have  t a k e n  p l a c e  i f  t h e r e  had  n o t  b e en  some 

i n d i c a t i o n  by  Columbus and  V e sp u c c i  and  t h e  N ew foundland 

f i s h e r m e n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  l a n d  m ass t h a t  c o u ld  be r e a c h ­

ed  by  s a i l i n g  w e s t .  From t h i s  b a c k - t r e a d i n g ,  I  came t o  

r e s t  a t  t h e  y e a r  1 4 9 0 , an d  u s i n g  t h i s  a s  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,

I  t h e n  moved f o r w a r d .

I n  t e l l i n g  t h i s  s t o r y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  S p a in  can  n o t  

be i g n o r e d .  N or can  t h e  men who i n v e s t e d  t h e i r  money in  

t h e  v o y a g e s  be  o v e r lo o k e d .  W ith o u t  t h e i r  b a c k in g  t h e r e  

w o u ld  h ave  b e e n  no v o y a g e s .  Cut o f  t h e  e n t i r e  m osaic  o f 

t h e  e v e n t s  and  p e o p le  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  e v e n t u a l  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i e s  on t h e  A m erican  c o n t i ­

n e n t  I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a v a r i e t y  o f  sam ple  p i e c e s  

o f  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  m i r r o r e d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s p l a y s .

On t h e  w h o le ,  a  h i s t o r i c a l  v iew  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s 

p l a y s  seem s t o  have  b e e n  g iv e n  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n ,  w i th  th e  

e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  whose v ie w s  on t h i s  a s p e c t  I  w i l l  

p r e s e n t  i n  c o m b in a t io n  w i t h  my own. M ost o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e

\
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on S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s p l a y s  i s  b a s e d  on a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  r e g a r d  t o  h i s t o r y .

My h y p o t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  made e x t e n s i v e  

u s e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  know ledge t h a t  w ere  made a v a i l a b l e  

by t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  i n v e s t o r s ,  and  c h r o n i c l e r s  o f  t h e  v o y ­

a g e s  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  p l o t s ,  a l l u s i o n s ,  

im a g e ry ,  d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s ,  an d  l a n g u a g e .  My m ethod  o f  

r e s e a r c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  c l o s e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1 .  H i s t o r i c a l  d a t a

2 .  T h e o r i s t s

3 .  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s

a n d  a p r o b i n g  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  

e l e m e n t s .

I n  e x a m in in g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ,  l e t  u s  l o o k  a t  

w ha t was h a p p e n in g  i n  t h e  w o r ld  b e f o r e  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  

i n  w h ic h  t h e  p l a y s  w ere  w r i t t e n .

1 4 9 2 , O c t .  1 2 :  C h r i s t o p h e r  Columbus l a n d s  f i r s t  

on t h e  Baham as, and t h e n  g o e s  on t o  d i s c o v e r  

Cuba a n d  S a n to  Domingo

1 4 9 3 -1 4 9 6 :  Columbus d i s c o v e r s  D o m in ica , P u e r t o  

R ic o ,  a n d  some o f  t h e  C a r ib b e a n  I s l a n d s

1 4 9 7 • Am erigo V e s p u c c i  e x p l o r e s  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u th  

A m erica  f i r s t  c a l l e d  t h e  New W orld

1497-149& : On tw o v o y a g e s ,  Jo h n  C abo t a n d  h i s  so n  

S e b a s t i a n  l a n d  on e i t h e r  N ew found land  o r  Nova 

S c o t i a  a n d  s a i l  a lo n g  t h e  c o a s t  p o s s i b l y  a s  

f a r  s o u t h  a s  D e la w a re .  T h is  a d v e n t u r e  g i v e s
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Map 1 .  From t h e  " G e o g r a p h ic a l  C o n c e p t io n s  o f  C olum bus,"  
by  G eorge E . Nunn. A m erican  G e o g r a p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  
S p e c i a l  P u b l i c a t i o n  No. 1 4 .
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E n g la n d  a  c l a i m  t o  t h e  m a in la n d  o f  N o r th  Am­

e r i c a  a n d  p r e p a r e s  t h e  way f o r  t h e  f o u n d in g  

o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i e s  i n  A m erica  

1 4 9 S -1 5 0 0 :  C olum bus, on h i s  t h i r d  v o y a g e ,  d i s c o v e r s  

T r i n i d a d  a n d  r e a c h e s  t h e  m outh o f  t h e  O r in o c o  .

1 5 0 1 -1 5 0 2 :  V e s p u c c i  e x p l o r e s  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  

S o u th  A m erica

1 5 0 2 -1 5 0 4 :  C o lum bus, on h i s  f o u r t h  v o y a g e ,  r e a c h e s  

t h e  S o u th  A m e ric an  m a in la n d  i n  H onduras

I 5I 3 , S e p t .  1 5 :  V a sc o ,  Nufiez de B a lb o a  c r o s s e s  t h e  

I s th m u s  o f  Panama a n d  d i s c o v e r s  t h e  P a c i f i c  

O cean

I 5I 3 : J u a n  Ponce de L eon  d i s c o v e r s  F l o r i d a  

1 5 1 9 -1 5 2 2 :  F i r s t  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  g lo b e  by  

a n  e x p e d i t i o n  l e d  by  F e r d in a n d  M a g e l la n  

1$ 23 : G io v a n n i  da V e r r a n z a n o  e x p l o r e s  t h e  New Eng­

l a n d  c o a s t

1 5 3 4 -1 5 3 5 :  J a c q u e s  C a r t i e r  l a n d s  i n  N ew found land , 

s a i l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t r a i t  o f  B e l l e  I s l e  i n t o  

t h e  G u l f  o f  S t .  L aw rence  an d  e x p l o r e s  t h e  

S t .  L aw rence  R i v e r  

1 5 41 : C a r t i e r  s a i l s  t h e  S t .  L aw rence  R i v e r  a g a i n  an d  

s p e n d s  t h e  w i n t e r  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  now t h e  

c i t y  o f  Quebec 

15 49 : F i r s t  J e s u i t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  S o u th  A m erica  

I 5 6 3 : Jo h n  H aw kins s t a r t s  s l a v e  t r a d e  be tw e e n  A f r i c a  

a n d  S o u th  A m e r ic a .  F r e n c h  a t t e m p t  t o  c o lo n -



i z e  F l o r i d a

I 5 6 4 : Second voyage  o f  Haw kins t o  S o u th  A m erica

I 567- I 56S: T h i r d  v o y ag e  o f  Hawkins t o  t h e  W est 

I n d i e s

I 56&: S p a n ia r d s  d e f e a t  E n g l i s h  o f f  M exico  c o a s t

15 72 : F r a n c i s  Drake b e g i n s  a t t a c k s  on  S p a n i s h  

h a r b o r s  i n  A m erica

15 7 3 : Drake s e e s  P a c i f i c  f ro m  t h e  I s th m u s  o f  

Panama

157 5 : S i r  Humphrey G i l b e r t Ts  D is c o u r s e  i s  p u b l i s h e d  

i n  w h ich  he a d v o c a t e s  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i z a t i o n

I 5 7 6 : S i r  M a r t in  F r o b i s h e r ,  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a n o r t h ­

w e s t  p a s s a g e  t o  I n d i a ,  r o u n d s  G r e e n la n d ,  

v i s i t s  L a b ra d o r  a n d  nam es a b a y  on  B a f f i n  

I s l a n d  a f t e r  h i m s e l f .

I 577- I 5SO: S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake  c i r c u m n a v i g a t e s  t h e  

g lo b e

1 5 7 7 :  On h i s  se co n d  t r i p  t o  N e w fo u n d lan d , F r o b i s h e r  

a n n e x e s  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  E n g la n d J  g e n e r a l  p a t e n t  

o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  i s  g r a n t e d  t o  S i r  Humphrey G i l ­

b e r t

1 5 7 S : F r o b i s h e r ,  w i t h  f i f t e e n  s h i p s  a n d  f o r t y - o n e  

m in e r s ,  e n t e r s  w h a t  i s  now known a s  t h e  Hud­

so n  S t r a i t  an d  s t a r t s  a  m in in g  e x p e d i t i o n

157S : S i r  Humphrey G i l b e r t  s e a r c h e s  f o r  a  n o r t h w e s t  

p a s s a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  A m erican  c o n t i n e n t  t o  t h e  

E a s t  I n d i e s



1 5 7 9 :  D rake c la im s  New A lb io n  ( C a l i f o r n i a )  f o r  Eng­

l a n d

15&2: R ic h a r d  H a k l u y t ’ s  V oyages i s  p u b l i s h e d  

I 5S3 : G i l b e r t  l a n d s  i n  N ew foundland a n d  t a k e s  p o s ­

s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  Q ueen’ s  name 

1 5 # 4 :  E x p e d i t i o n s  s e n t  o u t  by S i r  W a l t e r  R a legh ^  

l a n d  on  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  and  name t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  

i n  h o n o r  o f  t h e  v i r g i n  Queen, V i r g i n i a  

15& 5: Jo h n  D a v is  g i v e s  h i s  name t o  t h e  s t r a i t  b e t ­

ween G re e n la n d  a n d  B a f f i n  I s l a n d  

I 5S6 - I 5SS: C a v e n d ish  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c i r c u m n a v i g a t e s  

t h e  g lo b e

1 5 ^ 7 :  S i r  W a l t e r  R a le g h  l a n d s  i n  N o r th  C a r o l in a  

±5&7: Second  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  f a i l s  

i n  1591

15& 7: D rake  d e s t r o y s  t h e  S p a n is h  f l e e t  i n  t h e  p o r t  

o f  C a d iz

I 5 $ # : The S p a n is h  Armada i s  d e f e a t e d  an d  E n g lan d

g a i n s  n a v a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s e a s ; t h e  c o lo n ­

i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r th  A m erican  c o n t i n e n t  i s  

t h e r e b y  d e s t i n e d  t o  be A n g lo -S a x o n iz e d  

1 5 9 1 :  H enry  May l a n d s  on t h e  Bermudas 

1 5 9 2 :  R a le g h  s a i l s  t o  S o u th  Am erica 

I 59S - I 6O I: F o u r th  c i r c u m n a v i g a t io n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  by

2T h is  s p e l l i n g  i s  t a k e n  f ro m  The D i c t i o n a r y  o f  
N a t i o n a l  B io g ra p h y  (O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 -1 9 0 4 , s i n c e  
I 9 1 7 ) ,  xv i:£>29 . I n  q u o t a t i o n s ,  t h e  s p e l l i n g  u s e d  by  th e  
a u t h o r  q u o te d  w i l l  be  u s e d .
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The names o f  ceitaine late trauayl. 
k r s j b o l h  b y f e a  a n d  b y l a n d e & b i c h

alfo for the m od  part hauc w  rittcn o f  
their owne crauaylcs and voyages.

They ere o f  
©or Lorde,
1 178 Beniamin Tudelenliaalewe,
3 3 7 0  Marcus Paulas a Venetian,
T300 Harrouan Armeniaa.
1310 IohnMandeuile knight, eogliihraan*
1380 Nicolaus and A ntooiusZ eni,vcaecianv  
I4 4 4  Nicolaus Conti Venetian,
1493 ChriftophcrColumbus a G coo way.
I497- Sebaflian Gabof,an egnlifhman the fonoeoravenctU *
3497 M.Thorne and Hugh Eleot of BriflowCjCPgliOimea,
3497 VafquesdeGamaaportingale.
3500 GafpcrCorterealisaportingale.
I y 1 <5 Edoardus Barbofaaportingale.
T519 FeroandusMagalianesaportingale*
1530 IohnBarrosaportingale.
3534 laques Car tier a Briton,
1 540 FrancisValquesde Coronado Spaniards,
15-43 IohoGaetau Spaniarde.
1549 FrandsXauierlpordngale.
3553 Hugh WiDovrhie knight, Sc Richard ChanoceQor 
1554- FraocisGjluanoaportingale, • ' •' 1
1556 Stencn and William Burros Engliihnien,
1563 Antonialenkinfon Eogliihman.
T563 IohnRibault a Frenchman;.
1565. Aadreve.Tbeoetaftcnchttatt, ,
1575 Martin FrobiOser Engliihman, - 1. ,1
1578 Francis DrakeEngliftiman.
1 5 80 Arthur Per,and C harlesIackroS  Englitfunen.
1 583 EdwardfcFeotoo,andLuicwarde,Eogli(hmeO. . ^

Hcm&ey Gilbert kn^ht, Edward ̂ cjcs* &adABWs»*?'

F i g .  1 .  From H a k l u y t ' s  D iv e r s  V oyages



v a n  N o o rt

16 0 6 :  F i r s t  C h a r t e r  o f  V i r g i n i a  f o r  London a n d  

P lym outh  Companies

16 0 7 :  C a p ta in  Jo h n  S m ith  fo u n d s  t h e  f i r s t  pe rm an­

e n t  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Jam es to w n , V i r g i n i a

16 09 : Henry Hudson e x p l o r e s  th e  c o a s t  f ro m  New 

E n g la n d  t o  V i r g i n i a  and  s a i l s  u p  t h e  Hudson 

R i v e r  t o  A lban y  i n  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  

p a s s a g e

16 09 : New C h a r t e r  o f  V i r g i n i a ^

I n t o  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  c u r r e n t  o f  e v e n t s  was o u r  a u t h o r  

b o r n ;  i n  t h i s  a tm o sp h e re  o f  w id e n in g  h o r i z o n s  d i d  h e  sp e n d  

h i s  y o u th  a n d  grow t o  manhood, a n d  l a t e r  em bark  on h i s  e x ­

t r a o r d i n a r y  w r i t i n g  c a r e e r .  As a r e s u l t  o f  a l l  t h i s  s t a r t ­

l i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  was p e r v a d e d  

w i t h  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e r s ’ d i s c o v e r i e s .  A t f i r s t  Eng­

l i s h m e n  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  new l a n d s  t h r o u g h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  

i m p o r t a n t  f o r e i g n  w r i t i e r s .  R ic h a r d  Eden w as t h e  p i o n e e r  

i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  t r a n s l a t i n g  f i r s t  S e b a s t i a n  M a s t e r ’ s  T r e a t y s e  

o f  t h e  newe w o r ld e  o f  W est I n d i a  (1555 )*  Le C h a l l e u x ’ s  

D i s c o u r s e  was p r i n t e d  i n  E n g l i s h  i n  1 5 6 6 . A ndre T h e v e t  was 

t r a n s l a t e d  i n  I 56S a s  The new fo u n d e  w o r ld e ,  o r  A n t a r c t i k e ; 

N i c h o la s  M onardes a s  Jo y  f u l l  Newes o u t  o f  t h e  newe fo u n d e

^ S i g f r i d  H enry S t e i n b e r g ,  H i s t o r i c a l  T a b l e s  5$ B .C . -  
A .D . 1965 (London: M a c m il la n  & C o . ,  196b ; I^ew ' l o r k :  S t .  Mar­
t i n i s  ' t r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p .  1 0 4 -1 3 4 ;  a nd Random House D i c t i o n a r y  
o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  L anguage (New Y ork , 2 9 6 6 ) ,  p p .  1 9 2 1 -1 9 2 2 .
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Hi1 Brv’s I hiriiht. published in I 591 in Frankfurt, 
prints I c M ovne’s narrative in Latin.

A  briefe and true re-
portof the newfound land o f Virginia: o f
tlx  commu&tiej th a t fitm d  ** d n  U  rxfjH euw cU m tr*  
c h a n ta b tc ,u  o thers forvi&uaQjbuildiogand ocher neccfla*
n tv f t t f tr ih fe iL u M t ta d J M h ik f fd a in t  ik*rr,*»d»fthi j u -
tu ttaud  uu& nenofthew tufsllinh jo iom i i D i& oum dbjrtlw  
E»lttp> Ctimrj t fm n fim ti I j  Sir Richard GrtiouiU J fr f fc  Si f h  

jm e I f if. MhUhrcmimcdrndttthcgoiM/ntorntof IUi« Lam E%-4»Wt̂ ifUr Mg linfptffittUtmvmArt:
the fpecul ebai|tetiUd«i<Uii*vfiit«HeepBnWs S i lt

Wa l t e r  Ra l e ig hd* l\Mnuici.«ltoth<iitnL«ihbrtiKi'Mo»>
1 id aid auhorihd by bet aid

kflccwa fatcaik

Directed to the AducnturerSjFauourere,
tniWthnUcrtcftbtdOua,fir tbtiabdli- 

t'mitniflatinithtre;
ByTinuiHmiti reniinitotheabooctumcd

S*Hfikir,im,*hr,f,i,
limmfltjtdindifiuitnin.

Imprinted at London 15 8 3.

I larim’s B rie fe  a m l.-T ru e  R e p o r t, published in 
1588, and reprinted by Theodore De Bry in  1590;

• - . ' VYt r t i - f c  • *

I lakluyt's P rin c ip a l N a v ig a tio n s , published in 
1589, includes all the English narratives.

m e

A  true and perfedlde
fmpttou, oftlje
age or Nauigatioitiattemptedt’ 
Capifatne lohnRybaur.Dppiitfe 
anbgcnerall feu die frenfj) men, Into
Terra Florida, tWflWflcepaff. i f  rff.

ITrnclp fctte fojt(|)$p (bofe (bat re* 
turncb fromtbcnce, tobcrei'n .;- 
arc contopnebiblngfl a s  t o  

cite tabic to bcare as tbeg •
bane bene crnell? ^  

cjccmefc .;•• L

f < J U tP ‘S J S 0 E i )
at London by Henry fDenham, 

fo?^i)omas l)ac[iCf,anD
arc to be (oldest his Shop 

in Jlmiiliart 
flrcatc.

■ v*
. -n

Le C halleux's D iscourse  was prin ted  in EnglisI 
in 1566, the same year of the French edition.

F i g .  2 . From S t e f a n  L o r a n t ’ s  The New W orld '
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w o r ld e  i n  1577; F r a n c i s c o  Lopez de Gomora a s  The P l e a s a n t

H i s t o r i e  o f  t h e  C o nq ues t  o f  The W east (s ic !  I n d i a ,  now c a l l e d

new S payne  i n  1576; and  Thomas N ic h o la s  i n  1561 t u r n e d  Aug- 
/  /

u s t i n  de Z a r a t e ’ s  w ork i n t o  The S t r a n g e  a n d  d e l e c t a b l e  H is ­

t o r y  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e  and C o nqu es t  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e s  o f  

P e r u ,  i n  t h e  S o u th  S e a . An i m p o r t a n t  w ork by L as  C asas  

was p u t  i n t o  E n g l i s h  a s  The S p a n i s h  C o l o n ie ,  o r  B r i e f e  

C h r o n i c l e  o f  t h e  A c ts  and  g e s t e s  o f  t h e  S p a n i a r d e s  i n  t h e  

W est I n d i e s  i n  1563 , and  i n  1567 A n to n io  de E s p e j o ’ s  book 

was t r a n s l a t e d  by an  a u t h o r  who s i g n e d  h i m s e l f  " A .F ."  

i n t o  New M e x ic o .

I n  t h e  m id s t  o f  t h e s e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  E n g l i s h  w orks  

c o n c e r n i n g  a p o s s i b l e  new p a s s a g e  b e g a n  t o  a p p e a r .  S i r  

Humphrey G i l b e r t ’ s  fam ous D is c o u r s e  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 576 , 

i n  w h ich  he  t r i e d  t o  p ro v e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e .  

T h e re  was A P r a y s e ,  and  R e p o r te  o f  M a i s t e r  M a rty n e  F r o ­

b i s h e r s  Voyage t o  M eta  I n c o g n i t a  i n  1 5 7 6 . And D io n y se  

S e t t l e ’ s  A t r u e  r e p o r t e  o f  t h e  l a s t e  v o y a g e  i n t o  t h e  w e s t  

a n d  n o r t h w e s t  r e g i o n s  was p r i n t e d  i n  1 5 7 7 . G eorge  B e s t  

i s s u e d  i m p o r t a n t  docum ents  on t h e  s u b j e c t  and  i n  1595 Jo h n  

D a v is  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  W orldes  H y d r o g r a p h ic a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  a s h o r t  an d  s p e e d i e  p a s s a g e  i n t o  

t h e  s o u t h  s e a s  . . .  by n o r t h e r l y  n a v i g a t i o n . "

B e s id e s  E d e n ’ s  D ecades ( 1 5 5 5 ) ,  t h e r e  w as i n  1562 

R ic h a r d  H a k l u y t ’ s  o u t s t a n d i n g  D iv e r s  V o y a g es ,  T o u c h in g  t h e  

D i s c o v e r i e  o f  A m e ric a .  The l a t t e r  i n c l u d e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  

Jo h n  H aw k in s’ s l a v e  t r a d i n g  i n  th e  W est I n d i e s ,  s t o r i e s  o f



J a c q u e s  C a r t i e r ' s  j o u r n e y  t o  New P ra n c e  and  L a u d o n n i^ r e ' s  

t o  F l o r i d a ,  f u r t h e r  m a t e r i a l  on Drake and  F r o b i s h e r ,  a n d  

l a t e r ,  H a r l o t 1s  A b r i e f e  a n d  t r u e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  new fo u n d  

Land o f  V i r g i n i a  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  15&S. I n  t h e  r e c o r d s  

p r e s e r v e d  f o r  p o s t e r i t y  by  H a k lu y t  a r e  i n s c r i b e d  t h e  d e e d s  

,5w h ic h  f o r  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y  e x c i t e d  w i l d  e m o t io n s ,  k i n d l e d  

e m u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  y o u n g , p r o v i d e d  s t r a n g e  f o o d  f o r  t h e  i n ­

t e l l e c t ,  and  g av e  s t r e n g t h  a n d  p u rp o s e  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  a  n a t i o n . ” ^  M ost o f  t h e  a u t h o r s ,  su c h  a s  E den , J .  B. 

Ram usio , H a k lu y t ,  a n d  Jo h n  Huyghen van  L i n s c h o t e n ,  a c ­

com pan ied  t h e i r  w o rk s  w i t h  m aps . T hese  a r e  some o f  t h e  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  E n g lish m e n  

o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  t i m e .  L a t e r  h i s t o r i a n s ,  su c h  a s  Stowe 

and  Camden, w i l l  be  n o t e d  a s  t h e y  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o .

As f o r  t h e  t h e o r i s t s ,  I  h av e  ex am in ed  t h e  comments 

o f  m a o y S h a k e sp e a re a n  s c h o l a r s ,  g o in g  b a c k  t o  T h e o b a ld  (17 33 )  

a n d  M alone (17&0) who w ere  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  I  c o u ld  . f i n d  

who made r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  d i s ­

c o v e ry  on  S h a k e s p e a r e .  A f t e r  t h i s  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e r e  w ere  

many w r i t e r s  who, l i k e  T h e o b a ld  a n d  M a lo n e , saw s u c h  a n  i n ­

f l u e n c e  i n  The T e m p e s t , b u t  s to p p e d  t h e r e .  In  more r e c e n t  

y e a r s ,  s e v e r a l  w r i t e r s  h a v e  fo u n d  h i s t o r i c a l  a l l u s i o n s  i n  

some o f  t h e  o t h e r  p l a y s  w h ic h  r e f e r  t o  E l i z a b e t h a n  e v e n t s .  

Among t h e s e  w r i t e r s  a r e  Jo h n  D over W il s o n ,  L i l l i a n  W in s ta n le y ,

^ W a l te r  R a l e i g h ,  The E n g l i s h  V oyages o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  
C e n tu ry  (G lasgow : J .  M acLehose & S o n s ,  1 9 0 6 ) ,  p .  l& J .  P r o f . 
K a le ig h  i s  n o t  t o  be  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  S i r  W a l te r  R a le g h .
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F r a n k  M. B r i s t o l ,  Eva T u r n e r  C l a r k ,  a n d  D o ro th y  an d  C h a r l t o n  

O gburn . I n  many i n s t a n c e s  I  h a v e  com bined  t h e  i m p r e s s io n s  

o f  one o r  more o f  t h e s e  i v r i t e r s  w i t h  my own, g i v i n g  c r e d i t  

w here  c r e d i t  i s  due i n  t h e  f o o t n o t e s .

Among t h e  a u t h o r s  who saw t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  s e a  

i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  p l a y s ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  a r e  Jo h n  

B o u rk e , R o b e r t  R a l s t o n  C aw ley , Anne T r e n e e r ,  ¥ .  B. W h a l l ,  

a n d  H a ro ld  F r a n c i s  W a tso n , t o  name a few# I  h ave  a l s o  draw n 

m a t e r i a l  f ro m  t h e s e  w r i t e r s  t o  a d d  t o  my own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .

What I  h av e  t r i e d  t o  do i s  t o  com bine i n  one w ork 

a s  many a s  p o s s i b l e  o f  t h e  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  I  have  fo u n d  r e ­

l a t e d  t o  my s t u d y .  No one a u t h o r  t h a t  I  know o f  h a s  to u c h e d  

on a l l  t h e  a s p e c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  d i s c o v ­

e r i e s  on t h e  Canon. Though my s t u d y  s t i l l  do es  n o t  e x h a u s t  

t h e  s u b j e c t ,  f o r  i f  i t  d i d ,  i t  w o u ld  be  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t im e s  

a s  l o n g ,  I  have  t r i e d  t o  t o u c h  a l l  b a s e s .  I  have  t r i e d  t o  

b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  i d e a s  o f  o t h e r s ,  com b ined  w i t h  my own, 

on how t h e  e x p l o r e r s ,  t h e  i n v e s t o r s  i n  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  t h e  

c h r o n i c l e r s  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  s e a  t h a t  t h e  a d ­

v e n t u r e r s  b r a v e d ,  i n f l u e n c e d ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  

S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  c o n c e p t s ,  l a n g u a g e ,  im a g e r y ,  c h a r a c t e r s ,  i n ­

c i d e n t s ,  a n d  a l l u s i o n s .

As f o r  t h e  p l a y s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  when I  s p e a k  o f  t h e  

S h a k e s p e a re  Canon, I  am r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  t h i r t y - s e v e n  p l a y s  

i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  E d i t i o n  o f  The Works 

o f  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a re  G a th e re d  i n t o  One Volume (New Y ork :

O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 934)#  A l l  o f  my p l a y  q u o t a t i o n s
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a r e  f ro m  t h i s  e d i t i o n .

I n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  some g u id e  l i n e s ,  I  fo rm u­

l a t e d  a l i s t  o f  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I  hop ed  my s tu d y  

w o u ld  a n s w e r :

1 .  Does S h a k e s p e a re  m e n t io n  A m erica  d i r e c t l y  i n  

any  o f  t h e  p l a y s ?

2 .  Are t h e r e  i n d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  A m erica  and  

t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  w ere  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s ­

c o v e ry  s t o r y ?

3 .  Are an y  o f  t h e  i d i o s y n c r a s i e s ,  p r o d u c t s ,  o r  

p e o p le  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  m en tioned?

4 .  Are t h e r e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  men who made th e  

v o y a g es?

5 .  Are t h e r e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  men who i n v e s t e d  

i n  t h e  v o y a g e s?

6 .  Are t h e r e  d e t a i l s  i n  t h e  p l a y s  t h a t  c o u ld  have 

b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  by  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  

vo y a g es?

7 .  I s  t h e r e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s la n g u a g e  

may h a v e  b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  v o y a g es?

S .  I s  t h e r e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  may h av e  b e e n  

f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  by  th e  

n a v i g a t o r s  a b o u t  t h e  s e a ?

9 .  D id t h e  o c e a n  on w h ic h  t h e  v o y a g e s  w ere  made 

e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  p l a y s ?

1 0 .  Was S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  im a g e ry  a f f e c t e d  by a n y  o f  

t h e  e le m e n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s ?
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1 1 . W ere t h e r e  a n y  f o r e r u n n e r s  i n  t h e  m e n tio n  o f  

t h e  New W orld  i n  im a g in a t iv e  l i t e r a t u r e ?

The m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be  p r e s e n te d  a s  f o l lo w s :

C h a p te r  I  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  v o y a g es  a n d  th e  l i t e r -  

e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  t h a t  b e ­

g in  th e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  d is c o v e r y  o f  A m erica an d  how t h e s e  may 

be  r e f l e c t e d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  p l a y s ,  w i th  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  w orks o f  V e s p u c c i , S i r  Thomas 

M ore, an d  S h a k e s p e a re , who w ere a l l  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  A m erica .

C h a p te r  I I  w i l l  c o n t in u e  th e  s t o r y  i n  w h ich  ex ­

p e r i e n c e  and  s e a  know ledge w ere  g a in e d  fro m  t h e  v o y a g es  to  

R u s s ia ,  and  i n  w h ich  P o r t u g a l ’s  a n d  S p a i n 's  s e a  s t r e n g t h  

was p ro v e n  in a d e q u a te  t o  w i th s t a n d  th e  E n g l i s h  c h a l le n g e  

i n  t h e  v o y a g es  t o  A f r i c a .  The R u s s ia n  a n d  A f r ic a n  a l l u s i o n s  

i n  th e  p la y s  w i l l  be  n o te d .

C h a p te r  I I I  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  how s t r o n g  th e  i n f l u ­

e n c e  o f  t h e  s e a  was on S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  w r i t i n g  a n d  w i l l  d i s ­

c u s s  f o u r  f o r c e s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  v o y a g e s  w h ic h  a p p e a r  i n  

t h e  p l a y s — d i s t a n c e ,  d a n g e r ,  d i s p e r s i o n ,  an d  d e l i v e r a n c e .

C h a p te r  IV w i l l  c o n t in u e  th e  them e o f  th e  s e a , 

a s  i t  a p p e a rs  i n  S h a k e s p e a re ’s  im a g e ry  w i th  r e f e r e n c e s  to  

t e m p e s ts ,  t a r s ,  t r a d e ,  and  t r e a s u r e .

C h a p te r  V w i l l  g iv e  a b r i e f  b io g ra p h y  o f  some o f  t h e  

" g e n tle m e n  a d v e n tu r e r s "  an d  show t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  r e f l e c t i o n s  

i n  th e  p la y s *

C h a p te r  VI w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw een  

t h e  l i f e  and  c h a r a c t e r  o f  S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake a n d  C o r io la n u s .

C h a p te r  V I I w i l l  r e v ie w  som e o f  t h e  com p o n en ts  o f
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S i r  W a l te r  R a le g h ’ s  l i f e  an d  h i s  in v o lv e m e n t in  t h e  c o lo n ­

i z a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a  a s  t h e y  seem  t o  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  The 

W in te r ’ s  T a l e .

C h a p te r  V I I I  wfLl re v ie w  some o f  th e  v a r io u s  com­

m en ts  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  made th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s  on th e  in f lu e n c e

o f  th e  B erm udas on  The T em pest and  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a summary o f

my own im p r e s s io n s  on  th e  s u b j e c t .

I  do n o t  p r o f e s s  t h a t  S h a k e sp e a re  d e l i b e r a t e l y  i n ­

te n d e d  a r e a l i s t i c  r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  d e f i n i t e  h i s t o r i c  e v e n ts  

o r  p e o p le .  I t  may be t h a t  t h e  s u g g e s t io n s h e  r e c e iv e d  h e re  

a n d  t h e r e  f o r  d e t a i l s  i n  h i s  w ork  w ere  u s e d  u n c o n s c io u s ly .  

The w ork  o f  a g e n iu s  c e r t a i n l y  s p r i n g s  fro m  w i th in  and  h a s  

i t s  o r i g i n  i n  t h e  p o e t ’ s  s o u l ,  b u t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c r e a ­

t i o n ,  t h e  p o e t  c e r t a i n l y  a s s i m i l a t e s  c e r t a i n  im p r e s s io n s  

fro m  th e  w o r ld  a ro u n d  h im , e i t h e r  c o n s c io u s ly  o r  u n c o n s c io u s ­

ly *

S h a k e s p e a re  l i v e d  i n  e x c i t i n g  t i m e s .  E v e ry  new 

p u b l i c a t i o n  d e s c r i b i n g  th e  a d v e n tu r e s  o f  t h e  e x p lo r e r s  

a n d  e v e r y  new map sh o w in g  t h e  new d i s c o v e r i e s  was a v id l y  

d e v o u re d  by m inds h u n g ry  f o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n .  The a tm o s­

p h e re  w as s a t u r a t e d  w i th  t h o u g h ts  o f  t r a v e l ,  f i n a n c i a l  

g a in ,  c o l o n i z a t i o n ,  C h r i s t e n i z i n g  th e  h e a th e n s ,  t e r r i t o r ­

i a l  c o n q u e s t s ,  a n d  th e  b u i l d i n g  o f  e m p ir e s .  I t  seem s t h a t  

S h a k e s p e a re  m u st h av e  a b s o rb e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  a tm o s­

p h e re  h e  l i v e d  i n .  He c o u ld  h a r d ly  h a v e  e s c a p e d  b e in g  

a f f e c t e d  by t h e  d a r in g  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  o f  D rak e , F r o b i s h e r ,  

G i l b e r t ,  R a le g h , an d  t h e  o t h e r s .  F ra n k  M. B r i s t o l  s a y s :



The d i s c o v e r y  o f  A m erica  h a d  much t o  do w i th  th e  
r e v i v a l  o f  E n g l i s h  l e a r n in g  an d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  a r o u s ­
e d  th e  A n g lo -S ax o n  m ind t o  t h a t  c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  w h ich  
p ro d u c e d  h e r  im m o rta l d ram a .

C olum bus, C a b o t, D ra k e , R a le ig h ,  a n d — A m e ric a , made 
p o s s i b l e  a  S h a k e s p e a re .  They l i f t e d  t h e  h o r i z o n  o f  th e  
human m ind no l e s s  th a n  o f  t h e  s e a s ,  a n d  w id e n e d  th e  i n ­
t e l l e c t u a l  v iew  o f  man t o  a  l a r g e r  w o r ld .  I f  t h e  en ­
la rg e m e n t  o f  th e  w o r ld  f u r n i s h e d  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  a 
B aco n ’ s  m ind an d  f o r  th e  new p h i lo s o p h y ,  a n d  t h e  new 
s c i e n c e ,  much more d id  i t  aw aken t h e  new so n g  a n d  a ro u s e  
t h e  p o e t i c  g e n iu s  o f  a  S h a k e s p e a re .  I n  none o f  i t s  fu n c  

t i o n s  d id  t h e  E n g l i s h  m ind o f  t h a t  ag e  becom e m ore a c ­
t i v e  an d  p r o d u c t iv e  t h a n  i n  i t s  im a g i n a t io n .

A :inew w o r ld , 11 w i th  i t s  r e v e l a t i o n s ,  i t s  m a r v e ls ,  
i t s  r i c h e s ,  i t s  p ro m is e s  an d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  h e lp e d  t o  
S h a lc e sp e a r iz e  E n g l i s h  th o u g h t  a n d  la n g u a g e ,  h e lp e d  to  
g iv e  them  im a g in a t io n ,  p o e t r y ,  d r a m a tic  c h a r a c t e r . 5

We know t h a t  on th e  E l i z a b e th a n  s t a g e  d i r e c t  r e f e r ­

e n c e s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s  o r  t o  l i v i n g  m o n arch s w e re  s t r i c t ­

l y  f o r b i d d e n .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  th e  E n g l i s h  s t a g e  w as c o n t i n ­

u a l l y  an d  c lo s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  p o l i t i c s  a n d  th e  a u th o r ­

i t i e s  w ere  e n ra g e d  by a t  l e a s t  tw o o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s ,  

H enry  IV an d  R ic h a rd  I I ,b e c a u s e  t h e y  s u s p e c te d  t h e r e  w ere  

t o p i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  To c irc u m v e n t t h e  c lo s e  w a tc h  o f  th e  

c e n s o r ,  t h e n ,  t o p i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  m a sk e d . 

S h a k e s p e a re ’ s  a u d ie n c e  w ou ld  h av e  known w h a t S h a k e s p e a re  

w as r e f e r r i n g  t o  i n  su c h  i n s t a n c e s ,  b u t  many o f  t o d a y ’ s  

r e a d e r s  a r e  a p t  t o  a c c e p t  th e  m ask a s  th e  t r u e  s u b s ta n c e  

o f  t h e  p l a y .  I  hope t o  l i f t  t h i s  makk a  l i t t l e  a n d  show 

how c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  th e  p la y s  w ere  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e i r  

t i m e .

S in c e  S h a k e sp e a re  w ro te  f o r  a  d e f i n i t e  a u d ie n c e  

a t  a  d e f i n i t e  t im e ,  a n  a u d ie n c e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t s  own h i s ­

t o r y  an d  i n  c o n te m p o ra ry  p o l i t i c s ,  we s h o u ld  be a b l e  t o

^ F ra n k  M. B r i s t o l ,  S h a k e sp e a re  a n d  A m erica  (C h ic a g o : 
W il l ia m  C. H o l l i s t e r  B r o s , ,  1 3 9 $ ) , p .  b .
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d e te rm in e  w h a t some o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  a l l u s i o n s  w ere  by a 

c a r e f u l  s tu d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  t im e .  I  p ro p o se  t o  do 

j u s t  t h a t — t o  v iew  th e  p l a y s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  . 

o f  t h e  t im e  i n  w h ic h  t h e y  w ere  w r i t t e n .

I n  my s t u d y ,  my f i r s t  s t e p  w as t o  re v ie w  th e  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  d a ta  a s  i t  w as p r e s e n te d  by  th e  c h r o n i c l e r s  o f  

S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  t i m e .  T h is  in f o r m a t io n  I  have  u s e d  a s  one 

s t r a n d  i n  t h e  t h r e e - s t r a n d  b r a i d  o f  t h i s  w o rk . The se c o n d  

strand c o n s i s t s  o f  a  re v ie w  o f  th e  w r i t i n g s  o f  l a t e r  h i s ­

t o r i a n s  an d  o f  S h a k e s p e a re a n  s c h o l a r s  and  c r i t i c s ,  and  th e  

t h i r d  s t r a n d  i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e x c e r p t s  fro m  th e  p la y s  

w h ich  t i e  i n  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  two s t r a n d s .  The s t r a n d  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  d a ta  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  g e n e r a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  s tu d y ;  

i t  i s  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  o r d e r  o f  th e  im p o r ta n t  

h i g h l i g h t s  t h a t  a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  my th e m e . The q u o ta t i o n s  

fro m  t h e  c h r o n i c l e r s  follow t h i s  o r d e r  a s  th e y  a p p ly  t o  t h e  

e v e n ts  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a n d  th e  e x c e r p t s  fro m  th e  p la y s  

a r e  t a k e n  fro m  an y w h ere  i n  an y  p l a y  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  a  p o i n t .

The m a t t e r  o f  a n a c h ro n is m s  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  some 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  W h e th e r  th e  a n a c h ro n is m s  in  t h e  p l a y s  e x i s t  

b e c a u se  S h a k e s p e a re  w as c a r r i e d  away w i th  h i s  e n th u s ia s m  

a b o u t t h e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  th e  a d v e n tu r e r s  o r  b e c a u se  th e y  

w ere p u t  t h e r e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  we c a n n o t  know, b u t  a n a c h ­

ro n ism s  t h e r e  a r e .  F o r  e x a m p le , t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c lo c k s  

in  J u l i u s  C a e s a r  e v i d e n t l y  w as S h a k e s p e a re ’ s  own d ra m a tic  

i n v e n t i o n ,  a s  w ere  th e  c an n o n s  i n  M a c b e th , a n d  th e  p i s t o l s
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i n  H enry  IV . B ut S h a k e s p e a re ’ s  p l a y s  w ere  n o t  w r i t t e n  t o  

t a k e  t h e  p la c e  o f  f o rm a l  h i s t o r y  o r  a s  a n  a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d  o f  

e v e n t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  he  w as n e v e r  t r o u b l e d  by  w h a t we c a l l  

a n a c h ro n is m s  when th e y  s e r v e d  h i s  p u r p o s e .  He w as i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  v i v id n e s s  o f  d e t a i l  and  r i c h n e s s  o f  l o c a l  c o l o r .  I f  th e  

w ord  ' 'p o t a to "  d e s c r ib e d  w h a t he was a f t e r ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e  

l a t e r ,  h e  u s e d  i t .  T h e re  was no " h i s t o r i c a l  m ethod" l a i d  

down f o r  t h e  p l a y w r ig h t .  T h ere  was no " h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i s m "  

t o  g u id e  a n  a u d ie n c e  i n t o  sh o c k  i f  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  one p e r ­

io d  r e f e r r e d  t o  p e o p le  o r  o b j e c t s  i n  a n o th e r  p e r i o d .  I n  

l8 0 8 ,  S o h le g e l  s a i d ,  " I  u n d e r ta k e  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e Ts  

a n a c h ro n is m s  a r e  f o r  t h e  m ost p a r t  c o m m itted  p u r p o s e ly  an d  

a f t e r  g r e a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n . "6 W arner s a y s  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  

t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  e v e r l a s t i n g  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e s e  p la y s  i s  

due t o  t h i s  l a c k  o f  c o n c e rn  f o r  c e n t u r i e s . 7

W ith  r e s p e c t  t o  C o r io la n u s , th e  c r i t i c s  h av e  p o in ­

t e d  o u t  t h a t  C a to  was b o rn  250 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  d e a th  o f  C or­

i o l a n u s ,  t h a t  M enen iu s i n  one  p a s s a g e  t a l k s  o f  A le x a n d e r  t h e  

G re a t ,  th o u g h  t h a t  p r in c e  w as n o t  b o rn  u n t i l  130 y e a r s  a f t e r  

C o r io la n u s ’ s  d e a th ,  an d  t h a t  i n  a n o th e r  p a s s a g e  G alen  i s  

m e n tio n e d , w hose b i r t h  w as a b o u t  420  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  

o f  A le x a n d e r .  I n  F u rn e s s  we f i n d  t h a t  G. G. G e rv in u s  s a y s :

^A ugust W ilhelm  S c h le g e l ,  L e c tu r e s  on D ra m a tic  A r t  
a n d  L i t e r a t u r e  (L ondon: G eorge B e l l  & S o n s , 1 9 0 0 ) ,  p .  356'.'

7B everley E lliso n  Warner, E n g lish  H istory  in  S hake­
speare ’ s  P la y s  (New Y ork and London: L ongm ans, Green & C o ., 
1894)V P* 261'.
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. . . i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e th e r ,  i f  t h e  m is ta k e  h ad  b een  
p o in te d  o u t  t o  h im , he  w o u ld  h a v e  c o r r e c t e d  i t ,  s e e in g  
i t  w as so  s e r v i c e a b l e ;  n a y , i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e th e r  i t  
w as a  m is ta k e  a t  a l l ,  a n d  n o t  r a t h e r  a l i c e n s e  l i k e  
G o e th e Ts  when he made F a u s t  m e n tio n  L u th e r .  T h ere  i s  
a  p a s s a g e  i n  L e a r  w h ich  o u g h t t o  make u s  c a u t io u s — a 
p a s s a g e  w h ere  t h e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  c h ro n o lo g y  c o n s t i t u t e s  
a  much g r e a t e r  l i c e n s e  t h a n  th e  n e g l e c t  o f  i t — a p a s ­
sa g e  w h ic h  lo o k s  l i k e  a c a p i t a l  s t r o k e  o f  s a t i r e  a d ­
d r e s s e d  t o  a l l  s e l f - o p in io n a te d  a n d  p e d a n t ic  c e n s o r s  
. • . t h e  p a s s a g e  w here  t h e  p o e t  s a y s :  " T h is  p ro p h e c y
M e r l in  s h a l l  m ake; f o r  I  l i v e  b e f o r e  h i s  t im e *1 f i l l ,
• • /—s r*f K1 1 , 95]

We c a n , t h e r e f o r e ,  lo o k  f o r  A m erican ism s an d  r e f ­

e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  p la y s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  

when t h e  p l a y  to o k  p l a c e .  I f  i t  s e r v e d  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  p u r ­

p o s e ,  h e  u s e d  i t .

When we c o n s i d e r  th e  E l i z a b e t h a n 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  

h i s t o r y ,  we m u st lo o k  i n t o  w h a t h i s  s o u r c e s  w e re .  H is 

t h i r s t  f o r  know ledge  o f  w h a t w as h a p p e n in g  i n  th e  w o r ld  

w as a s  g r e a t  a s  any  m a n 's  i n  an y  o t h e r  t im e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  

i f  n o t  more s o .  He w as l i v i n g  i n  one o f  th e  m ost im p o rt^  

a n t  e r a s  i n  a l l  h i s t o r y ,  a t im e  when new la n d s  ivere b e in g  

d i s c o v e r e d .  F o r  t h e  E n g lish m a n  who c o u ld  n o t  r e a d ,  a l e ­

h o u se  a n d  s t r e e t - c o r n e r  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ere  h i s  m ain  s o u rc e s  

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  And t h e  t h e a t r e .  The p la y h o u s e  w as n o t  

o n ly  a s o u rc e  o f  p l e a s u r e  f o r  h im ; i t  w as h i s  n e w sp a p e r , 

h i s  m a g a z in e , h i s  g e o g ra p h y  book  a n d  h i s  h i s t o r y  b o o k .

P la y s  w e re  in d e e d  f o r  h im  ;rt h e  a b s t r a c t s  and  c h r o n i c l e s  o f  

t h e  t i m e . "  I t  i s  l i t t l e  w onder t h e n ,  t h a t  i f  we lo o k  a t  

t h e  p l a y s  c l o s e l y  we c a n  f i n d  t o p i c a l  r e f e m c e s .  M ost im -

^A New V a rio ru m  E d i t i o n  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e : The T ra g -  
e d ie  o f  C o r i o l a n u s , e d .  H orace  Howard F u rn e s s  ( P h i l a d e lp h i a  
a n d  L ondon : J .  B . L i p p i n c o t t  C o .,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  p p . 1 1 4 -5 .
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p o r t a n t  t o  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h e  f a c t ,  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d , t h a t  

i n  t h e  p u b l i c  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  a p l a y ,  any  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p o l ­

i t i c s  o r  a n y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a l i v i n g  m onarch  w as p r o ­

h i b i t e d .  Any i n d i v i d u a l  who f e l t  he  h ad  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d

on s t a g e  c o u ld  a p p ly  t o  th e  C o u rt o f  S t a r  Chamber f o r  a  

V e to .^  T hus i t  was e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a  p la y  w h ic h  p r e s e n t e d

any a s p e c t  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  p o l i t i c s  do so  i n  a n  i n d i r e c t  

m an n e r. I n  some c a s e s  S h a k e s p e a re ’ s  m ethod  o f  d i s g u i s e  

h a s  p r e s e n te d  in s u rm o u n ta b le  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  m odern  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  F o r  e x a m p le , t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  H am let h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  f u l l y  e x p l a in e d .  J .  M. R o b e r t ­

so n  s a y s :

T h e re  i s  no b e t t e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
a  s tu d y  o f  th e  g e n e s i s  o f  S h a k e s p e a re  P la y s  t h a n  
th e  e n d le s s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  a e s t h e t i c  p ro b le m  o f  
H a m le t . I t  h a s  c o n t in u e d  f o r  tw o c e n t u r i e s ,  l a t ­
t e r l y  w i th  th e  c o n s t a n t  p r e o c c u p a t io n  o f  f i n d i n g  
a  fo rm u la  w h ich  s h a l l  re d u c e  t h e  p l a y  t o  a e s t h e t i c  
c o n s is te n c y ; and  e v e ry  s o l u t i o n  i n  i t s  t u r n  d o e s  b u t  
ig n o r e  SQme o f  t h e  d a ta  w hich  h av e  m o t iv a te d  th e  
o t h e r s .  ®

R o b e r ts o n  shows how d i f f e r e n t  a n d  how m u tu a l ly  c o n t r a ­

d i c t o r y  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t o  d a t e  h a v e  b e e n .  

He show s t h a t  no  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  e v e r  h a s  b e e n  

fo u n d  f o r  H am let x\/hich d o e s  n o t  c o n t r a d i c t  some i n t e r p r e t a ­

t i o n  t h a t  h a s  f a c t s  w h ic h  a r e  e q u a l ly  a s  g o o d . B u t when

^ L ilian  W instanley, Macbeth. King Lear and Contem­
porary H istory (Cambridge: U n iv ers ity  P ress , 1 9 2 2 ), P« 4*

•'•Ojohn M ackinnon R o b e r ts o n , The P ro b le m  o f  11 H am le t11 
(L ondon : G. A l l e n ,  1 9 1 9 ; < F o l c r o f t ,  P a . :  F o l c r o f t  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  
p .  1 1 .
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we ta k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  s e v e r e  c e n s o r s h ip  o f  th e  E l i z ­

a b e th a n  p e r i o d ,  a n d  th e  a u d ie n c e ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e c o g n iz e  w h a t 

w as u n d e r  t h e  s t a g e  d i s g u i s e ,  W in s ta n le y ’s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

H am le t, b a s e d  on h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ,  seem s t o  make more s e n s e  

t h a n  many o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  H er t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  p a r t  

o f  t h e  d i s g u i s e  c o n s i s t e d  i n  d ra w in g  H am let fro m  tw o s o u r ­

c e s — Jam es I  an d  E s s e x  i n  h i s  l a s t  y e a r s .  T h e re  w ere  no 

" d r a m a tic  r u l e s ” t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  k in d  o f  i n v e n t i o n .  She 

b e l i e v e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  H am let w as draw n fro m  two 

s o u r c e s  w o u ld  e x p l a i n  many o f  t h e  h e r e t o f o r e  u n e x p la in a b le  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  H a m le t. I  m e n tio n  W in s ta n le y ’ s th e o r y  

o n ly  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  may come t o  l i g h t  

i f  a n  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  t h e  p la y s  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  some o f  th e  

c lu e s  a r e  d i s g u i s e d .

A h i s t o r i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a lo n e ,  h o w e v e r, i s  n o t  

e n o u g h . I t  i s  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  rem em ber t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  

e v e n ts  a r e  s e e n  d i f f e r e n t l y  by c o n te m p o r a r ie s  th a n  by th o s e  

who come c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r .  C o n tem p o rary  r e a c t i o n s  a r e  m ore 

im m e d ia te , m ore p a s s i o n a t e .  C o n tem porary  e v e n ts  a f f e c t  t h e  

l i v e s  o f  th o s e  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  t im e .  T w e n t ie th  c e n tu r y  v ie w ­

e r s  c an  be d i s p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  h a p p e n in g s ,  

b u t  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  men and  women w ere  n o t .  We must t r y ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  

th e  p l a y s  fro m  t h e  v iew  p o i n t  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  a u d ­

i e n c e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  when N e l l  i n  The Comedy o f  E r r o r s , i s  

d e s c r ib e d  by  Drom io o f  S y ra c u se  a s  " s p h e r i c a l ,  l i k e  a  g lo b e ,

•L13 . 2. 112
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t h i s  a l l u s i o n  w as much more s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  a  s i x t e e n t h  c en ­

t u r y  a u d ie n c e  th a n  i t  w ould be t o  a  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y  a u d ­

i e n c e .  I t  w as d u r in g  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  l i f e t i m e  t h a t  g lo b e s  

w ere  com ing i n t o  g e n e r a l  u se  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  a n d  w e re , 

t h e r e f o r e ,  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  e v e ry o n e .  The f i r s t  g lo b e ,  

w h ic h  i s  s t i l l  p r e s e r v e d  in  t h e  a r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  Behaim  fam ­

i l y  i n  N urem berg , h ad  been  c r e a t e d  by  M a r t in  B ehaim  i n  1 4 9 2 .

A t t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  w ise  an d  v e n e r a b le  m a g i s t r a t e s  
o f  th e  n o b le  im p e r ia l  c i t y  o f  N urem berg , who g o v e rn  
i t  a t  p r e s e n t  . . . t h i s  g lo b e  w as d e v is e d  an d  e x e ­
c u te d ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  i n d i c a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  K n ig h t M a r t in  B ehaim , who i s  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  
t h e  a r t  o f  Cosm ography, a n d  h a s  n a v ig a te d  a ro u n d  one 
t h i r d  o f  th e  e a r t h .  The w h o le  w as b o rro w e d  w i th  g r e a t  
c a r e  fro m  th e  w o rk s o f  P to le m y , P l i n y ,  S t r a b o ,  an d  
M arco P o lo , and  b ro u g h t t o g e t h e r ,  b o th  l a n d s  and  s e a s ,  
a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  a n d  p o s i t i o n ,  i n  con­
f o r m i ty  w i th  t h e  o r d e r  g iv e n  by  th e  a f o r e s a id  m ag is­
t r a t e s  t o  G eorge H a lz s c u e r .  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  m aking 
t h i s  g lo b e ,- i n  1492  . . .

One o f  th e  “A m e rican ism s11 we f i n d  i n  t h e  p la y s  i s

th e  w ord  " a n t i p o d e s . " I t  i s  p r o b a b le  t h a t  B e h a im 's  g lo b e

h ad  one o f  th e  f i r s t ,  i f  n o t  t h e  f i r s t ,  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e

e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n t i p o d e s ,  a w ord u s e d  t o  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  la n d s

an d  p e o p le  on th e  o p p o s i te  s id e  o f  t h e  g l o b e .  H a k lu y t

c a l l e d  t h e  I n d ia n s  t h e  " a n t ip o d e s  t o  th e  S p a n ia r d s ."  In

h i s  D e c a d e s , M a r ty r  a l s o  u se d  th e  w o rd :

T h e re fo r e  d o u b t le s s  sp ay n e  h a th  d e s e ru e d  g r e a t  p ra y s e  
i n  t h e s e  o u r  d a y e s ,  i n  t h a t  i t  h a th  made knowen v n to  
v s  so  many th o u s a n d e s  o f  A n tip o d e s  w h ic h  l a y - h i d  b e ­
f o r e ,  an d  unknown t o  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  . . .  ^

I p
•^ H en ry  H a r r i s s e ,  The D is c o v e ry  o f  N o r th  A m e ric a : a 

c r i t i c a l ,  d o c u m e n ta ry , and  h i s t o r i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  (A m sterdam :
U. Isra e l, 1961'), p . j C T ---------------------------

^ P e te r  M a r ty r .  The D e ca d es  o f  t h e  nevfe w o rld e  o r  
w e s t  I n d ia  . . .  i n  The F i r s t  flh'ree' E n g l i s h  h o o k s on A m erica  
£L 511?-1555j , e d .  Edward A rb e r  (B irm ingham : n . p . ,  1 8 ^ 5 ) , p .  I 4 2 .
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The c i r c u m n a v ig a t io n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  th e  p ro d u c ­

t i o n  o f  g lo b e s  b ro u g h t  th e  w ord i n t o  common u s e  a n d  i t  

show ed up  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s .  In  K ing 

H enry  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I I , Y ork s a y s  t o  Queen M a r g a r e t :

Thou a r t  a s  o p p o s i t e  t o  e v e ry  good 
As t h e  A n tip o d e s  a r e  u n to  u s .
Or a s  t h e  s o u th  t o  th e  s e p t e n t r i o n . ^

And i n  R ic h a rd  t h e  T h i r d , t h e  K ing  s a y s :

D is c o m fo r ta b le  c o u s in !  know ’s t  th o u  n o t  
T h a t w hen t h e  s e a r c h i n g  eye  o f  h e a v e n  i s  h i s  
B eh in d  t h e  g lo b e ,  t h a t  l i g h t s  t h e  lo w e r  w o r ld ,
Then t h i e v e s  an d  r o b b e r s  r a n g e  a b ro a d  u n s e e n ,
I n  m u rd e rs  a n d  i n  o u t r a g e ,  b o l d ly  h e r e ;
B ut w hen , f ro m  u n d e r  t h i s  t e r r e s t r i a l  b a l l ,
He f i r e s  t h e  p ro u d  to p s  o f  th e  e a s t e r n  p i n e s ,
And d a r t s  h i s  l i g h t  th r o u g h  e v e ry  g u i l t y  h o l e ,
Then m u rd e r s ,  t r e a s o n s ,  a n d  d e t e s t e d  s i n s ,
The c lo a k  o f  n i g h t  b e in g  p l u c k ’d fro m  o f f  t h e i r  

b a c k s ,
S ta n d  b a r e  an d  n a k e d , t r e m b l in g  a t  th e m se lv e s? -  
So when t h i s  t h i e f ,  t h i s  t r a i t o r ,  B o lin g b ro k e —
Who a l l  t h i s  w h i le  h a th  r e v e i l ’ d i n  th e  n i g h t ,
W h i ls t  we w ere  w a n d e r in g  w i th  t h e  A n t ip o d e s ,— 1 5

E ven th o u g h  Y ork  a n d  R ic h a rd  l i v e d  b e f o r e  th e  d is c o v e r y  o f

A m e ric a , S h a k e s p e a re  g iv e s  th em  w o rd s  l i k e  r:a n t i p o d e s , ”

”t h e  g l o b e , ” ” loxver w o r l d ,” an d  ’’t e r r e s t r i a l  b a l l ” t o  s a y .

And Rumour i n  K ing  H enry  t h e  F o u r th  P a r t  I I  w ou ld  n o t  have

s a i d ,

I ,  f ro m  t h e  O r i e n t  t o th e  d ro o p in g  W est, 
M aking  t h e  w in d  my p o s t h o r s e ,  s t i l l  u n f o ld  
The a c t s  commenced on t h i s  b a l l  o f  e a r t h 1 ®

i f  d r a m a t i s t s  o f  th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  h ad  b e e n  c o n c e rn e d

1 ^ 1 .  4 .  1 3 4 -6  

1 5 3 .  2 . 3 7 -5 0  

-*■'̂ I n d u c t io n ,  1 .  3 -5
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a b o u t  " h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i s m ."  T h is  i s  one exam ple  o f  how th e  

new th o u g h ts  t h a t  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  A m erica  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  w ere  

i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  a n d  h e n ce  i n t o  S hake­

s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s .  The I n d ia n s ,  M e x ic a n s , P e r u v ia n s ,  C a n ib a ls ,  

s a v a g e s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  we s h a l l  m e e t, becam e known t o  th e  

c i v i l i z e d  w o r ld  o n ly  a f t e r  Colum bus an d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  s a i l e d  

f o r t h .  O nly t h e n  w as th e  w ord  " a n t ip o d e "  commonly u s e d .  I n  

A M idsum m er-N ight ’ s  Dream . H erm ia s a y s  t o  L y s a n d e r :

I ’l l  b e l i e v e  a s  so o n  
T h is  w ho le  e a r t h  may be  b o r e d ;  a n d  t h a t  th e  moon 
May th ro u g h  th e  c e n t r e  c r e e p ,  a n d  so  d i s p l e a s e  
H er b r o t h e r ’s  n o o n t id e  w i th  t h ’ A n t ip o d e s .  7

I n  The M e rch a n t o f  V e n ic e . B a s s a n io  s a y s  t o  P o r t i a :

We s h o u ld  h o ld  day  w i th  t h e  A n t ip o d e s ,  - g  
I f  y o u  w ou ld  w alk  i n  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  s u n .  °

F u r t h e r  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  by  new 

te rm s  su c h  a s  t h e s e  w i l l  be p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  th e  t e x t .  As f o r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  i n c i d e n t s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s ,  i t  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  

t h a t  a l l ,  o r  e v e n  any  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y ,  o f  th e  r e a d e r s  o f  S hake­

s p e a r e 's  p la y s  c an  have  i d e n t i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  o r  i d e n t i c a l  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  c o n t e n t s .  " L ik e  a l l  w o rk  o f  a r t , "  

s a y s  C ham bers, " t h a t  s p r i n g s  o u t  o f  th e  v e x e d , an d  n o t  o u t  o f  

a  l im p id  mood, i t  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  many a n d  d i v e r s e  i n t e r p r e ­

t a t i o n s .  w ^ t  I  w r i t e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t  w r i t t e n  w i th  th e

1 7 3 . 2 . & -5 5

i g 5 . 1 . 127 -S  
19Edmund K e rc h e v e r  C ham bers, S h a k e s p e a r e : A S u rv ey  

(L ondon : S id g w ich  & J a c k s o n , L t d . ,  1 9 2 5 ) ,  p .  2 1 6 .
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i n t e n t  o f  m ak ing  a n y  d o g m a tic , u n c h a l le n g e a b le ,  i r r e f u t a b l e  

s t a t e m e n t s ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  w hat 

I  h a v e  s e e n . '

My s tu d y  i s  l i k e  a  p r i s m ,  c a tc h in g  th e  r a y s  from  

S h a k e s p e a r e 's  p l a y s ,  f ro m  some o f  th e  c r i t i c s 1 i n t e r p r e t ­

a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a y s ,  f ro m  my ovm r e a c t i o n s  t o  th e  p l a y s ,  

l e t t i n g  them  p a s s  th r o u g h  my e v a l u a t i n g  c e n t e r s ,  and  th e n  

th ro w in g  o f f  r e f r a c t e d  r a y s  t o  th e  r e a d e r ’s  p r is m  f o r  h i s  

o r  h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Some r a y s  e n l a r g e ,  some d im in is h ,  

some b e n d , some f a d e .  Some t a k e  on  new a n g le s  a n d  a new 

ra n g e  o f  c o l o r i n g .  B u t t h e y  re m a in  my ovm u n iq u e  r e f l e c ­

t i o n s  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p la y s  j u s t  a s  th e  p la y s  a r e  r e f l e c ­

t i o n s  o f  th e  t im e  i n  w h ich  th e y  w ere  w r i t t e n .

I  j o i n  L a s c e l l e s  A b e rc ro m b ie  i n  p le a d in g  f o r  " t h a t  

l i b e r t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  w h ich  m ust f o l lo w  when S h a k e sp e a re  

i s  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a n  a r t i s t , 11 t h a t  i s ,  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  p r e ­

s e n t i n g  a p o s s i b l e  way o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g  w h a t i s  t o  be fo u n d  

i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  a r t .

The p l a y  o f  a n  a r t i s t  i s  n o t  a p l a y  u n t i l  i t  i s  

t a k e n  i n  a n d  u n d e r s to o d ,  u n t i l  i t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  by an d  ex ­

p e r i e n c e d  by a n  i n d i v i d u a l  m in d . A b erc ro m b ie  s a y s :

I t  w i l l  a lw a y s  be a n  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ;  b u t  a t  th e  
same t im e  i t  i s  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  g iv e n  t o  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
m ind by  a n o th e r  m in d , an d  w h o lly  g o v e rn e d  by  th e  c o n d i­
t i o n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  i t  i s  g iv e n .  T hus a p l a y ,  l i k e  any  
o t h e r  w ork  o f  a r t ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  t h r e e  i te m s :  
t h e  a u t h o r ,  h i s  medium o r  t e c h n iq u e ,  an d  th e  r e c i p i ­
e n t .  Of t h e s e  t h r e e  t e r m s ,  th e  f i r s t  i s  t h e  o n ly  one 
t h a t  c an  n e v e r  c h a n g e : an d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  te rm  i s  
a lw a y s  t h e  same g iv e s  u s  t h e  s e n s e  i n  w h ich  i t  i s  p o s ­
s i b l e  t o  s a y ,  t h a t  th r o u g h  a l l  i t s  e x i s t e n c e s ,  i t  i s  
a lv ja y s  t h e  same p l a y .  B ut t h e  t h i r d  te r m ,  th e  r e c i p i ­
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e n t ,  c h an g e s  e v e ry  t im e  th e  p l a y  com es i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  
a t  a l l ;  an d  i t  i s  ev en  p o s s i b l e  f o r  c h a n g e s  t o  o c c u r  i n  
t h e  m id d le  te rm , th e  t e c h n iq u e ,  p r o v id e d  th e  ch an g e  con­
s e r v e s  w h a t th e  a u th o r  c o m m itted  t o  i t . 20

E v e ry  r e a d e r  o r  s p e c t a t o r  w i l l  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  p la y  a s  he  r e ­

c e iv e s  i t  b e c a u se  th e  p l a y ,  a s  a w o rk  o f  a r t ,  h a s  no o t h e r  

e x i s t e n c e .  As a w ork o f  a r t  i t  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  w h a t i t  

may h av e  m eant t o  someone e l s e , b u t  i n  w h a t i t  m eans t o  m e: 

t h a t  i s  t h e  o n ly  way i t  c an  e x i s t .  E v e r y th in g  i s  e x c lu d e d  

fro m  t h a t  e x i s te n c e  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n  by t h e  a u t h o r 's  p r e ­

s e n t a t i o n .  The w ork o f  a r t  e x i s t s  by  th e  r e c i p i e n t ' s  a t t e n ­

t i o n  t o  w h a t t h e  a u th o r  i s  s a y in g  t o  h im . The c o n n e c t io n  

b e tw ee n  th e  m ind o f  t h e  p o e t  and  t h e  m ind o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t ,  

t h e n ,  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  a poem .

But v/hen t h e r e  i s  t h a t  c o n n e x io n , w hen th e  r e s p o n s e  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  im a g in a t io n  i s  w h o l ly  g o v e rn e d  by  t h e  p o e t ' s  
t e c h n iq u e ,  th e n  p o e t r y  comes i n t o  e x i s t e n c e .  And l i ­
b e r t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  n e c e s s a r i l y  com es t o o ;  f o r  t h a t  
i s  s im p ly  a n o th e r  way o f  s a y in g ,  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n s e ,  
th o u g h  g o v e rn e d  by th e  p o e t ,  c a n n o t i n  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  
t h i n g s  be a n y th in g  b u t  i n d i v i d u a l .  The r u l e  t o l e r a t e s  
no e x c e p t io n s .  . . .  To r e g a r d  S h a k e s p e a re  a s  a n  a r t i s t  
i s  o u r  f i r s t  an d  l a s t  d u ty .  B u t so  t o  r e g a r d  h im  i s  t o  
a d m it  w h a t w ould  n e v e r  be d e n ie d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  any  
o t h e r  p o e t .  W henever i t  i s  h i s  a r t  t h a t  i s  b e in g  c r i t ­
i c i z e d ,  l i b e r t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  m u st be a l lo w e d .

The w ord !ti n t e r p r e t a t i o n ’1 l e a d s  me t o  a  w ord  w h ic h  

w i l l  s u r e l y  a r i s e :  " c o in c id e n c e ."  I  am c e r t a i n  t h a t  many 

r e a d e r s  w i l l  r e g a r d  my p a r a l l e l s ,  e c h o e s ,  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n s ,  

a s  m ere " c o in c id e n c e ."  The c o in c id e n c e  t h e o r y ,  h o w e v e r, u s e d

2® L a s c e lle s  A b e rc ro m b ie , "A P le a  f o r  t h e  L i b e r t y  o f  
I n t e r p r e t i n g , "  i n  A s p e c ts  o f  S h a k e sp e a re  B e in g  B r i t i s h  A cad­
emy L e c tu r e s  (L ondon: H. M i l f o r d ,  1 9 3 3 ) , P» 2 2 7 .

^ A b e rc ro m b ie ,  p .  2 2 $ .
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t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  h u n d re d s  o f  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  I  p u t  f o r t h ,  x^ould 

seem  t o  me t o  be f a r  m ore s t a r t l i n g  a n d  u n te n a b le  a s  a n  e x ­

p l a n a t i o n  t h a n  th e  s im p le  one t h a t  th e  p la y s  w ere  t o p i c a l  an d  

d id  r e f l e c t  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  v o y a g es  o f  d i s c o v e r y  

an d  i n  t h e  a d v e n tu r e r s  who i n v e s te d  i n  t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s .

I n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  S h a k e sp e a re  a n d  Chapman a s - 

T o p ic a l  D r a m a t i s t s  (1 9 2 9 ) ,  P e rc y  A l le n  d i s c u s s e s  th e  m at­

t e r  o f  c o in c id e n c e .  When I v o r  Brown i n  The S a tu rd a y  R e v ie w , 

h a d  r e v ie w e d  M r. A l l e n ’ s  p r e v io u s  b o o k , he w r o te ,  "G ive me 

t im e  enough  a n d  I  c an  p r o v e ,  by d u ly  p r o f e s s o r i a l  m ethods 

o f  d e t e c t i o n ,  t h a t  any  p l a y  y ou  choose  t o  m e n tio n  w as w r i t ­

t e n  by  F r a n c i s  B acon, Sam R ow ley, Jo h n  W e b s te r , e t c . "  M r. 

A l l e n  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  c r i t i c  t r y  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  E v ery  Man 

i n  H is  Humour w as w r i t t e n  by anyone e l s e  b u t  Jo n so n ^  an d  

s e e  w h e th e r  "by  d u ly  p r o f e s s o r i a l  m ethods" he can  o b t a i n  a 

l o g i c a l  an d  c o h e r e n t  r e s u l t .  He c o n t in u e s ,  a f t e r  n o t in g  

s e v e r ;  X e x a m p le s  i n  w h ic h  he fo u n d  s i m i l a r i t i e s :

; t h e  c o in c id e n c e  th e o r y  be so u n d , I  s h o u ld  e x p e c t  
t o  f i n d  p a r a l l e l s  s c a t t e r e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  th o u g h -  
o u t  a l l  t h e  p l a y s ;  w h ich  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  c a se  
. . . C anno t my s e v e r e r  c r i t i c s -  . . . p e r c e i v e ,  t h a t ,  
by  d e n y in g  an y  r e l a t i o n  o f  my a rg u m e n ts  t o  a c t u a l  
h i s t o r i c  f a c t ,  t h e y  a r e  c r e d i t i n g  me, th o u g h  u n w it­
t i n g l y ,  w i th  a  d e g re e  o f  p e r v e r s e l y  i n v e n t iv e  in g e n ­
u i t y ,  t o  w h ic h  I  make no c la im .  • . an d  w h ic h , d id  
i t  e x i s t ,  w ou ld  make o f  t h e s e  tw o vo lum es one o f  th e  
m o st a s t o n i s h i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  l i t e r a r y  c o in c id e n c e s  
t h a t  t h e  w o r l d - o f - l e t t e r s  h a s  y e t  se en ?  My oppon­
e n t s  c a n n o t  h av e  i t  b o th  w ays; i t  i s  n o t  open  t o  th em  
a t  o n ce  t o  deny  m e r i t  t o  my a rg u m e n ts ,pan d  more t h a n  
o r d i n a r y  ch an ce  t o  th e  " c o i n c i d e n c e s . " ^

22P e rc y  A l le n ,  S h a k e sp e a re  a n d  Chapman a s  T o p ic a l  
D r a m a t i s t s  (L ondon : C. P a lm e r , 1 9 2 9 ) , p p . 9 -1 1 .
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J u s t  a s  M r. A l le n  d o e s ,  so  do I  a l s o  c h a l le n g e  th e  

11 c o in c id e n c e "  t h e o r i s t s  t o  t a k e  th e  p la y s  o f  an y  o t h e r  p l a y ­

w r ig h t  i n  an y  p e r io d  o f  t h e a t r e  h i s t o r y  an d  m atch  th em  up  to  

th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  new l a n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  A m e ric a , a s  I  hav e  d o n e . 

I f  t h i s  can  b e  d o n e , I ’ l l  a g r e e  t h a t  my e c h o e s  an d  r e f l e c t i o n s  

a r e  " c o i n c id e n c e s ."

A c lo s e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  S h a k e s p e a re  Canon r e v e a l s  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  s t r o n g  f o r c e s  w h ich  f lo w  th r o u g h  th e  w o rk s , 

f o r c e s  t h a t  s u rg e  an d  ebb  a n d  c r e a t e  a f e e l i n g  o f  n e v e r -  

e n d in g  m o tio n  an d  s p a c e  i n  t h e  o v e r - a l l  b e a u ty  o f  th e  p l a y s ’ 

p o e t r y .  T hese  f o r c e s  c a n  be l a b e l e d  " t r a v e l i n g  v a s t  d i s ­

t a n c e s , "  U the d a n g e rs  e n c o u n te r e d  i n  t r a v e l i n g  t h e s e  v a s t  

d i s t a n c e s , "  " t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s ,  l o v e r s ,  f r i e n d s ,  

an d  e v e n  a r m ie s ,  by t h e s e  d i s t a n c e s  a n d  d a n g e r s ,"  a n d  " d e ­

l i v e r a n c e  f ro m  d a n g e rs  an d  d i s p e r s i o n . "  T h is  o b s e r v a t io n  

i s  my own a n d  I  w i l l  e l a b o r a t e  on i t  i n  my c h a p te r  on th e  

s e a ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m ak in g  a few  com m ents h e r e .

G re a t  d i s t a n c e s  a r e  c o v e re d  r e p e a t e d l y ,  e v e n  i f  i t  

i s  o n ly  a m e sse n g e r  who h a s  come fro m  a f a r - o f f  c o u n t r y .  V is ­

i t o r s  come t o  Padua fro m  d i s t a n t  l a n d s ,  s o n s  a r e  s e n t  fro m  

V erona t o  M ila n  t o  s t u d y ,  P r i n c e s  come fro m  M orocco an d  A r r a -  

gon t o  woo a  f a i r  m aid en  i n  V e n ic e , a rm ie s  go b a ck  an d  f o r t h  

b e tw ee n  Rome a n d  A l e x a n d r i a .  The movement b e tw ee n  B r i t a i n  

a n d  F ra n c e  a n d  I t a l y  e n t e r s  t h e  p l a y s  r e g u l a r l y .  W hat i s  i t  

t h a t  i n f lu e n c e d  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p l a y s  t o  su ch  a n  e x ­

t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  be  c o n f in e d  t o  a  s m a l l  a r e a ? '
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I n  g o in g  one s t e p  f u r t h e r  we f i n d  t h a t  th e  " v a s t  d i s -  

t a n c e s nu s u a l l y  in v o lv e  some r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  s e a :

T:w ide  s e a "  (TIM 1 .  1 . 47)

" v a s t  s e a "  (TIM 4* 3 .  437)

" a  f u l l  s e a "  (JC 4 .  3 .  222)

" th e  e m p ire  o f  th e  s e a "  (ANT 1 .  2 . 1 8 5 )

"a  th o u s a n d  f u r lo n g  o f  s e a "  (TMP 1 .  1 .  6 5 )

" a s  h u g e ly  a s  t h e  se a "  (AIL 2 .  7 .  72)

"m ig h ty  s e a "  (3H6 2 .  5 .  5)

" b o u n d le s s  a s  t h e  se a "  (ROM 2 .  2 . 13 3 )

" l a r g e  l e n g t h s  o f  s e a s "  (JN 1 .  1 . 1 0 5 )

" w a s h 'd  w i th  t h e  f a r t h e s t  sea"' (ROM 2 .  1 .  1 2 5 )

The w ord  " s e a "  i s  u se d  335 t im e s  i n  t h e  Canon* I t  i s  

a  s e a  f r a u g h t  w i th  d a n g e r :

"a  m ost d a n g e ro u s  s e a "  (MV 3* 2 . 9 8 )

" ro u g h  ru d e  se a "  (R2 3* 2 . 54)

" r u t h l e s s  s e a "  ( 3 H6 5 . 4 .  25)

" w i ld  s e a "  (H8 2 . 4 . 2 0 1 )

" w i ld e r n e s s  o f  th e  s e a "  (TIT 3« 1» 94)

" r o a r i n g  s e a "  (ROM 5» 3* 39)

" v i o l e n t  s e a "  (MAC 4* 2 .  21)

"a  s e a  o f  t r o u b l e s "  (MAC 3* 1* 58)

" v e x ’ d s e a "  (LR 4» 4* 2)

" d a n g e ro u s  s e a "  (OTH 2 .  1 .  26)

" w i ld  w a te r y  s e a s "  (ERR 2 .1 .  21)

" o u r  t e r r i b l e  s e a s "  (CIM 3» 1* 27)

T h ese  a r e  b u t  a few  o f  t h e  m any.
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I n  K ing H enry  t h e  S ix th  P a r t  I I I ,  R ic h a rd  s a y s  t o

Queen M a rg a re t :

I r o n  o f  N a p le s  h i d  w i th  E n g l i s h  g i l t ,
Whose f a t h e r  b e a r s  th e  t i t l e  o f  a  k i n g ,—
As i f  a  c h a n n e l  s h o u ld  be c a l l ’ d  a s e a . 23

S h a k e sp e a re  d o es  j u s t  t h i s :  he t r e a t s  a  c h a n n e l  a s  i f  i t  w ere 

a s e a .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  C la r e n c e ,  i n  th e  Toxi/er, i s  o p p r e s s e d  by 

a  n ig h tm a re  he h a s  h a d .  He d ream ed  o f  d ro w n in g  i n  t h e  Eng­

l i s h  C h a n n e l, w i th  t h e  n o i s y  r u s h  o f  w a te r  i n  h i s  e a r s  an d  

d e b r i s  o f  s h ip w re c k s  a t  t h e  b o tto m  o f  th e  s e a .

M ethough t I  saw a  th o u s a n d  f e a r f u l  w ra c k s ,
A th o u s a n d  men t h a t  f i s h e s  gnaw ed u p o n ,
W edges o f  g o ld ,  g r e a t  a n c h o r s ,  h e a p s  o f  p e a r l ,  
I n e s t im a b le  s t o n e s ,  u n v a lu e d  j e w e l s ,
A l l  s c a t t e r e d  i n  th e  b o tto m  o f  t h e  s e a  . . . ^

I n  a n o th e r  i n s t a n c e ,  K ing  R ic h a rd  h a s  a r r i v e d  from  I r e l a n d

o n to  th e  c o a s t  o f  W ales a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  I r i s h  S e a . The

Duke o f  A um erle a s k s :

How b ro o k s  y o u r  G race  th e  a i r ,
A f t e r  y o u r  l a t e  t o s s i n g  on th e  b r e a k in g  s e a s ?  5

And when C a s s io  c r i e s :

0 , l e t  t h e  h e a v e n s
G ive me d e fe n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  e le m e n ts ,
F o r  I  hav e  l o s t  h im  on a  d a n g e ro u s  seaT ^o

he i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  M e d i te r r a n e a n .  Be i t  th e  E n g l i s h

C h a n n e l, t h e  I r i s h  S e a , th e  M e d i te r r a n e a n  o r  th e  A t l a n t i c

2? 2 . 2 . 1 3 9 -4 1

^ R i c h a r d  t h e  T h i r d  1 .  4 .  2 4 -5

2 ^ R ic h a rd  t h e  T h i r d  3« 2 .  3 -4  

260 t h e l l o  2 . 1 .  4 4 -6
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O cean , th e  s e a  im ag es a r e  a lw a y s  o f  v a s t  e x p a n s e s  an d  a lw a y s  

i n c lu d e  th e  g r e a t  d a n g e rs  e n c o u n te r e d  on t h e s e  huge w a te ry  

s t r e t c h e s .

And th e s e  r a g in g  s e a s  i n v a r i a b l y  s e p a r a t e .  Two 

b r o t h e r s ,  i n  i n f a n c y ,  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  by a  s h ip w re c k ;  tw o b r o ­

t h e r s ,  i n  a d u l th o o d ,  a r e  a l s o  s e p a r a t e d  by a  s e a ;  a  s i s t e r  

a n d  a  b r o t h e r  a r e  s e p a r a te d  by  a  s e a - s to r m ;  p a r e n t s  an d  c h i l ­

d re n  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  by th e  s e a ;  and  a  t r a v e l e r ,  who h a s  j o u r ­

n e y ed  f a r  from  h i s  home s a y s ,  ’’When I  was a t  hom e, I  was i n  

a  b e t t e r  p l a c e , "27  A rm ies a l s o  a r e  " d i s p e r s e d . "28

The s e p a r a t i o n s  I  w i l l  d e a l  w i th  o c c u r  i n  s e v e r a l  

o f  t h e  c o m e d ie s . They a l l  end  w i th  r e u n io n s  an d  r e c o n c i l ­

i a t i o n s .  I n  th e  t r a g e d i e s  an d  h i s t o r i e s  we c a n n o t  e x p e c t  a 

h appy  e n d in g , b u t  t h e r e  a r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  d e l i v e r a n c e s ,  su c h  

a s ,  t h e  d e l iv e r a n c e  o f  two f a m i l i e s  fro m  t h e i r  h a t r e d  f o r  e a c h  

o t h e r  and  th e  d e l iv e r a n c e  o f  a  c o u n tr y  from  a  t y r a n n i c a l  k in g .

The p a r a l l e l s  b e tw ee n  t h e  f o u r  f o r c e s  m e n tio n e d  h e re  

an d  th e  f o u r  m a jo r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  a r e  

a lm o s t  to o  o b v io u s  t o  n eed  d e t a i l e d  e l a b o r a t i o n .  The v a s t  

s e a ,  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  d a n g e rs  e n c o u n te r e d  in

t h e s e  s e p a r a t i o n s ,  and  th e  e v e n tu a l  r e u n io n s  an d  r e c o n c i l i a ­

t i o n s ,  w ere a  p a r t  o f  e v e ry  v o y a g e ; a n d , a s  i n  t h e  p l a y s ,  

w h ich  a r e  a  m i r r o r  o f  l i f e ,  t h e r e  w ere  happy  e n d in g s  and  

t r a g i c  e n d in g s ,  and  a l l  o f  i t  becam e h i s t o r y .

The im p a c t o f  th e  v o y a g e s  on S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  c r e a t i o n s

2 7 A s Y o u  L ik e  I t  2 .  4 .  17

^ The T em pest 1 . 2 .  233



c a n  be s e e n  i n  h i s  c o n s t a n t  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  

s e a ,  i n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  an y  body  o f  w a te r  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s e a  a s  a  w h o le , an d  i n  h i s  num erous im ag es  t h a t  d e p ic t  

t h e  l i f e  o f  man a s  a  voyage on  a  d a n g e ro u s  se a *

The o v e rw h e lm in g  s i z e  o f  t h e  s e a  m a s se s , t h e  u n fa th o m a b le , 

u n im a g in a b le  d i s t a n c e s  b e tw e e n  E u rope  an d  A m erica  m ust have  

somehow i n f lu e n c e d  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  t r a ­

g e d ie s  a n d  u n im a g in a b le  d i s a s t e r s  t h a t  o v e r ta k e  th e  l i f e  

v o y a g e s  o f  H a m le t, M a cb e th , O th e l lo  an d  L e a r ,  t o  name a few . 

I t  i s  i n  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  " o v e r - s i z e "  t h a t  th e  im p a c t o f  Shake 

s p e a r e 's  p l a y s  l i e s .  J u s t  a s  t h e r e  i s  no  way t o  m easure  th e  

v a s t n e s s  o f  s p a c e ,  t h e r e  i s  no way t o  m easu re  th e  v a s tn e s s  

o f  L e a r 's  p a i n .  T h e re  i s  a  s e n s e  o f  " l i m i t l e s s n e s s "  t h a t  

a t t a c h e s  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  g r e a t e s t  c r e a t i o n s .  T h is  " l i m i t ­

l e s s n e s s "  may n o t  be  f e l t  to d a y  b e c a u se  th e  g e o g ra p h ic  and  

m a th e m a tic a l  know ledge  o f  o u r  w o r ld  m akes o u r  e a r t h  a  " f i n i t e  

e n t i t y .  B ut do we h av e  th e  same " f i n i t e "  know ledge i n  r e f e r ­

e n c e  t o  t h e  v o y a g e s  t o  th e  moon? I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  v i s u a l i z e  

l i g h t - y e a r s ?  I t  w o u ld  seem  t h a t  a n  E l i z a b e t h a n 's  m ind w ould  

h a v e  b e e n  e v e n  more s t a r t l e d  by  th e  d i s t a n c e  b e tw ee n  E urope 

a n d  A m erica  t h a n  o u r  m inds a r e  b y  th e  d i s t a n c e  b e tw een  th e  

e a r t h  an d  th e  moon, b e c a u s e  he  h ad  no p r e l i m i n a r y  know ledge 

t o  p r e p a r e  h im  f o r  t h e  sh o c k  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  w h e re a s  o u r 

m inds h a v e  becom e a lm o s t  immune t o  t h i s  k in d  o f  sh o c k .

The e v id e n c e  t h a t  w i l l  be  p r e s e n te d  h e r e  s h o u ld  e s ­

t a b l i s h  t h e  b a s i c  f a c t  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  im a g in a t io n  w as i n -
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f l u e n c e d  an d  n u r t u r e d  by th e  v o y a g es  o f  d i s c o v e r y  and  th e  

s e a s  on w h ich  th e  v o y a g es  to o k  p l a c e .

No one h a s  t o  be  re m in d e d  t h a t  E n g la n d  i s  a n  i s l a n d ,  

b u t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  E n g lish m e n  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  d ay  d id  

n o t  a lw a y s  h av e  t h i s  th o u g h t  i n  t h e i r  c o n s c io u s  m in d s . P e o p le  

u s u a l l y  s t a y e d  i n  t h e i r  own v i l l a g e s  and to w n s , t r a v e l  b ey o n d  

w as r a r e ,  an d  some n e v e r  g o t  t o  s e e  th e  i s l a n d ’ s  c o a s t s  i n  

t h e i r  e n t i r e  l i v e s .  I t  w as d u r in g  Queen E l i z a b e t h ’ s  r e i g n  

t h a t  t h e r e  w as a b e g in n in g  o f  a  c o n s c io u s  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y ,  

a n  e v e n t  s t i m u l a t e d  by th e  d e f e a t  o f  th e  S p a n is h  A rm ada. Po­

l i t i c a l l y  an d  r e l i g i o u s l y ,  E n g la n d , a f t e r  th e  A rm ada, becam e 

a n  in d e p e n d e n t  u n i t y ,  no lo n g e r  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  

i n f l u e n c e s ,  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t .  T h is  i d e o l o g i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n ,  

w h ic h  s e r v e d  t o  e m p h a size  E n g la n d ’ s  i n s u l a r  p o s i t i o n ,  a l s o  

s e r v e d  t o  e m p h a size  th e  v a s t n e s s  an d  d a n g e rs  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d ­

in g  w a t e r s ,  a s  i f  an y  b r i d g e s  t h a t  m igh t h av e  b e e n  " f e l t "  o r  

" im a g in e d ” w ere  now a d m i t te d ly  n o t  t h e r e .  E n g la n d  s to o d  a l o n e .

T h is  a w a re n e s s  sp e a k s  t o  u s  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  w o rd s .

The v o y a g e s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  e n f o r c e d  t h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  Eng­

la n d  i s  a n  i s l a n d  n a t i o n ,  a  f a c t  t h a t  we h e a r  e c h o e d  th r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  p l a y s .  Much o f  S h a k e s p e a re ’ s  m o st b e a u t i f u l  an d  m ost 

m oving p o e t r y  i s  b a s e d  on t h i s  e le m e n ta ry  f a c t — t h a t  E n g la n d ’ s 

g r e a t n e s s  i s  a  s e a - g r e a t n e s s  and  t h a t  t h i s  g r e a t n e s s  i s  s u r ­

ro u n d e d  by th e  t e r r o r s  o f  t h e  s e a .  Image a f t e r  im age d e ­

s c r i b e s  t h e  a n g ry  s e a s  t h a t  t o s s  a b o u t a d v e n tu r in g  s h i p s  a n d  

t h e s e  im ag es  a r e  com pared  o v e r  and  o v e r a g a in  t o  th e  v i c i s ­

s i t u d e s  o f  human l i f e .
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The h e i g h t  o f  jo y  a n d  th e  d e p th  o f  t r a g i c  p a s s io n  

c o n s t a n t l y  f i n d  t h e i r  m o st d r a m a tic  e x p r e s s io n  i n  s e a  m e ta ­

p h o r s .  When O th e l lo  m e e ts  Desdem ona a t  C y p ru s , he c r i e s :

0 my s o u l? s  jo y !
I f  a f t e r  e v e ry  te m p e s t  come su c h  c a lm s ,
May t h e  w in d s  b low  t i l l  th e y  h av e  w a k e n 'd  d e a th !
And l e t  t h e  l a b o u r i n g  b a rk  c lim b  h i l l s  o f  s e a s  
O ly m p u s-h ig h , a n d  d uck  a g a in  a s  low 
As h e l l ' s  fro m  h e a v e n !  I f  i t  w ere  now t o  d i e ,
'T w e re  now t o  be  m ost h a p p y .

T hen O th e l lo  r e p l i e s  t o  I a g o 's  c o u n s e ls  o f  p a t i e n c e :

N e v e r , I a g o .  L ik e  t o  t h e  P o n t ic  s e a ,
Whose i c y  c u r r e n t  a n d  c o m p lu s iv e  c o u rs e  
N e 'e r  f e e l s  r e t i r i n g  e b b , b u t  k e e p s  due on 
To t h e  P r o p o n t ic  a n d  th e  H e l le s p o n t ;
Even so  my b lo o d y  t h o u g h t s ,  w i th  v i o l e n t  p a c e ,
S h a l l  n e ' e r  lo o k  b a c k ,  n e ' e r  ebb  t o  hum ble l o v e ,
T i l l  t h a t  a  c a p a b le  an d  w id e  re v e n g e  
Sw allow  th em  u p .^ u

I n  th e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  O t h e l l o 's  p a s s io n  t h e r e  i s  th e  w i ld  move­

m ent o f  t h e  s e a .

To sum u p , th e  p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  

a  s e l e c t i v e  view - o f  th e  e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  e v e n tu a l  c o lo n ­

i z a t i o n  o f  A m erica  and  o f  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  r e c o r d e d  by  th e  

c h r o n i c l e r s  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a n d  o f  q u o ta t i o n s  fro m  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  

p l a y s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a n d  w r i t i n g s .  A b y - p r o d u c t  o f  

t h i s  s tu d y  may b e ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  o f  h i s t o r y  w i l l  b e ­

come i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  S h a k e s p e a re  p l a y s ,  t h a t  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

p l a y s  w i l l  becom e i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  

E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  A m e ric a , a n d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  o f  th e  th e *  

a t r e  w i l l  s e e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  d ram a , th e  dram a o f  h i s t o r y .

292 .  1 .  1S 5 -90  

303 .  3 .  4 5 3 -6 0
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CHAPTER I

THE VOYAGERS, THE MEN WHO WROTE ABOUT THE VOYAGES,

AND SHAKESPEARE IN  THE FIRST HALF OF 

THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY

The F i r s t  R ush  o f  E n th u s ia sm — 1497 

I n  a  c lo s e  r e a d in g  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p la y s  t h e r e  

come t o  l i g h t  num erous r e f e r e n c e s ,  b o th  d i r e c t  an d  i n d i ­

r e c t ,  t o  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n ;  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  

f o r e i g n  l a n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  A m e ric a ; t o  t h e  i n t r e p i d  men 

who made t h e s e  v o y a g e s  and  d i s c o v e r i e s ;  t o  th e  m e rc h a n ts  

a n d  n o b lem en  who i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e s e  v o y a g e s , an d  t o  th e  men 

who w ro te  a b o u t  t h e s e  v o y a g e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  how 

t h e  v a r i o u s  e le m e n ts  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  

t h e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  S h a k e s p e a re ’ s  w r i t i n g  a n d  th e  r e a d i n e s s  

o f  h i s  a u d ie n c e s  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e s e  r e f e r e n c e s ,  i t  i s  n e c ­

e s s a r y  t o  r e v ie w  how th e  c h a in  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n ts  ch an g ed  

t h e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  on  th e  p a r t  o f  m ost E n g lish m e n  t o  o v e r s e a s  

e x p l o r a t i o n  i n t o  a  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  an d  s u p p o r t iv e  i n t e r e s t .  

I t  i s  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v ie w  th e  r o l e  p la y e d  by th e  c h ro n ­

i c l e r s  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s  i n  b r i n g in g  a b o u t  t h i s  c h a n g e .

The t r i b u t a r i e s  w h ic h  f e d  th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  m ain­

s t r e a m  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t vtfere v a r i e d  i n  n a tu r e — some 

p o l i t i c a l ,  some econom ic , some r e l i g i o u s ,  some s o c i a l ,
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some i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  some s c i e n t i f i c ,  some o p p o r t u n i s t i c — 

a l l  f i n a l l y  f lo w in g  t o g e t h e r  t o  c r e a t e  th e  a tm o sp h e re  i n  

w h ich  s e r i o u s  a t t e m p ts  a t  c o l o n i z a t i o n  w ere  n u r t u r e d ,  th e  

a tm o sp h e re  i n  w h ich  The T em pest w as e v e n t u a l l y  w r i t t e n .

The l o g i c a l  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  su c h  a  r e v ie w  i s  

t h e  y e a r  1490 when m ost i n t e l l e c t u a l  E n g lish m e n  h ad  some 

v ag u e  know ledge t h a t  a  n e w ly -d is c o v e re d  la n d  a r e a  e x i s t e d  

som ew here a c r o s s  th e  s e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  b u t  w ere  n o t  g iv in g  

th e  m a t te r  s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t .  At f i r s t  th e  kn o w led g e  was 

a  m ere t r i c k l e , a  m urm ur, b u t  a s  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  

s t a r t e d ,  b o o k s , p a m p h le ts ,  m aps, d ra w in g s , l e c t u r e s ,  s e r ­

m ons, e y e - w i tn e s s  r e p o r t s ,  an d  c o f f e e - h o u s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  

a b o u t  th e  v o y a g e s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  num ber f o l lo w in g  t h e  i n ­

c r e a s e  i n  th e  num ber o f  v o y a g e s  m ade, and  t h e  t r i c k l e  b e ­

came a  sw eep in g  c u r r e n t  w h ich  e n g u lf e d  n o t  o n ly  t h e  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l s ,  b u t  a l l  E n g lish m e n . By th e  end o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  

c e n tu r y  S h a k e s p e a re ’s  p la y s  w ere  becom ing  p o p u la r  an d  h i s  

a u d ie n c e s  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  f a m i l i a r  w i th  th e  f l o o d  o f  i n f o r ­

m a tio n  t h a t  had  a c c u m u la te d  a b o u t  th e  New W o rld .

We a r e  on r e a s o n a b ly  s u r e  g ro u n d  when we s a y  t h a t

a t  a b o u t  1490 E n g l i s h  f i s h e rm e n  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  N ew found land  

b a n k s ,  lo n g  a f t e r  th e  N orsem en h ad  b e e n  t h e r e ,  and  s h o r t l y

b e f o r e  Columbus and V e sp u c c i w ou ld  s a i l  w e s t .  H au l a f t e r

h a u l  o f  f i s h  w ere  b e in g  b ro u g h t  fro m  t h a t  r e g i o n  i n t o  Eng­

l a n d .  T h a t la n d  was t h e r e ,  w as know n, even  th o u g h  n o th in g  

a s  y e t  had  b een  w r i t t e n  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  t h e r e  w as no 

th o u g h t  i n  th e  m inds o f  th e  f i s h e rm e n  o r  o f  t h e  e a r l y  e x -
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p l o r e r s  t o  c r e a t e  p e rm a n e n t s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  s t r a n g e  l a n d s .

I f  E n g lish m en  th o u g h t  o f  t h e  new la n d  a t  a l l ,  t h e y  th o u g h  

o f  i t  a s  a  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n  n e a r  I c e l a n d ,  o r  l a t e r ,  a s  an  

o b s t a c l e  on th e  way t o  C a t h a y . 2

The e a r l y  f i s h i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s  to o k  p l a c e  d u r in g  th e  

r e i g n  o f  H enry V II  ( 1 4 3 5 -1 5 0 9 ) ,  t h e  p e r io d  i n  w h ic h  E n g l i s h ­

men w ere t r a n s f o r m e d  fro m  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  

p e o p le  i n t o  an  e x p e d i t i o n a r y  an d  c o m m e rc ia l n a t i o n . 3 T h is  e r a  

\i?as th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  c h a n g e , a  ch an g e  i n  w h ic h  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  

who h ad  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  t i l l e d  t h e i r  f i e l d s  a n d  te n d e d  t h e i r  

c a t t l e ,  s u d d e n ly  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s ,  by  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  s h ip ­

p in g ,  c o m p e t i to r s  f o r  th e  d o m in io n  o f  th e  e a r t h .  B ut t h e  change  

w as j u s t  b e g in n in g  d u r i n g  H enry V I I Ts  r e i g n .  T h is  k in g  

was a v e ry  sh rew d  b u s i n e s s  man a n d  w as d e te rm in e d  t o  u se  

e v e ry  means p o s s i b l e  t o  f u r t h e r  an y  m e r c a n t i l e  e n t e r p r i s e  

o f  h i s  p e o p le .4-

On 13 F e b ru a ry  1 4 3 3  B artho lom ew  Colum bus a r r i v e d  

i n  London t o  a s k  K ing H en ry  i f  h e  w o u ld  f i n a n c e  h i s  b r o t h e r ’ s  

voyage t o  d i s c o v e r  a  w e s t e r n  r o u t e  t o  th e  I n d i e s .  He p r e -

iD a v id  B e a rs  Q u in n , The New Found L an d : The E n g l i s h  
C o n t r ib u t io n  t o  th e  D is c o v e ry  o f  N o r th  A m e ric a . The A s s o c ia t e s  
o f  th e  Jo h n  C a r t e r  Brown L ib r a r y  (P r o v id e n c e ,  1 9 6 5 ) , p .  7»

2 G eorge B ru n e r  P a r k s ,  R ic h a rd  H a k lu y t a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h  
V oyages (New Y o rk ; A m e ric an  G e o g ra p h ic a l  b 'o c ie ty ,  l 9 2 3 j ,  p .  7 .

3Jam es A le x a n d e r  W il l ia m s o n , M a ritim e  E n t e r p r i s e  1 4 5 5 - 
155& (O x fo rd : C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  1913)»  p . 1 3 • "' ^

^ I b i d . , p .  1 7 .
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s e n t e d  th e  K ing  w i th  a  map o f  th e  w o r ld  on w h ich  was w r i t ­

t e n :

Thou w h ic h  d e s i r e s t  e a s i l y  th e  c o a s t s  o f  l a n d s  t o  know, 
T h is  com ely  mappe r i g h t  l e a r n e d l y  th e  same t o  th e e  w i l l  

sh e w :
W hich S t r a b o ,  P l i n i e ,  Ptolom ew  an d  I s o d o re  m a in ta in e :
Y e t f o r  a l l  t h a t  th e y  do n o t  a l l  i n  one a c c o rd  r e m a in e .  
H ere a l s o  i s  s e t  downe th e  l a t e  d i s c o v e r e d  b u rn in g  zone 
By P o r t i n g a l s ,  u n to  t h e  w o r ld  w h ich  w hilom  was unknow en, 
W hereo f th e  know ledge now a t  l e n g th  th o ro w  a l l  t h e  w o r ld  

i s  b lo w e n .5

H enry  .’’a c c e p te d  t h e  o f f e r  w i th  j o y f u l l  c o u n te n a n c e , 

a n d  s e n t  t o  c a l l  h im  i n t o  E n g la n d .” U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  B a r th o l ­

omew h a d  b e e n  d e la y e d  on h i s  jo u r n e y  t o  H enry by ” p i r a t s  

. . . p o v e r ty  a n d  s i c k n e s s y”6 so  t h a t  by th e  t im e  he r e t u r ­

n e d  t o  C a s t i l e  w i th  H e n ry ’ s  a c c e p ta n c e ,  Columbus h ad  a l r e a d y  

s e t  s a i l  f ro m  P a lo s  u n d e r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  K ing F e rd in a n d  V 

a n d  Q ueen I s a b e l l a  1 .7  When new s s p r e a d  th ro u g h  E urope o f  

th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  r i c h  l a n d s  on th e  w e s te r n  r o u t e  t o  C a th a y , 

a s  a l l  men su p p o s e d  th e  l a n d  t o  b e ,  H enry knew he h ad  

’’m is s e d  t h e  b o a t . ” T h e r e f o r e ,  when Jo h n  C a b o t, a  V e n e t ia n ,  

p e t i t i o n e d  h im  i n  1496  f o r  p e r m is s io n  t o  make a  s i m i l a r  d i s ­

c o v e r y ,  H enry  g r a n t e d  a  p a t e n t  w i th o u t  h e s i t a t i o n .

The k in g  upon  th e  t h i r d  day  o f  F e b ru a ry *  i n  th e  13 y e e r e  
o f  h i s  r e i g n e ,  gave l i c e n c e  t o  Jo h n  C abot t o  t a k e  s ix e  
E n g l i s h  s h i p s  i n  any  h a v e n  o r  h a v e n s  o f  th e  re a lm e  o f  
E n g la n d , b e in g  o f  t h e  b u rd en - d f  200 tu n n e s ,  o r  u n d e r ,  
w i th  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  f u r n i t u r e ,  an d  t o  ta k e  a l s o  i n t o  th e

^ R ic h a rd  H a k lu y t,  The p r i n c i p a l  N a v ig a t io n s  V oyages 
T r a f f i q u e s  & D is c o v e r i e s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  N a tio n  (London & T o r­
o n to :  J .  k .  D ent & S o n s , New Y o rk : E . P . D u tto n  & C o ., 1 9 2 7 - 
1 9 2 8 ) ,  5 :$ 1 .

% a ic lu y t ,  5 :^ 2 .

7M aritime, p . 71*
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s a i d  s h ip s  a l l  s u c h  m a s te r s ,  m a r i n e r s ,  an d  s u b j e c t s  o f  
th e  k in g  a s  w i l l i n g l y  w i l l  go w i th  h im . 8

C a b o t, l i k e  C olum bus, b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  r o u n d n e s s  o f  

th e  e a r t h  an d  i n  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f i n d i n g  a  r o u t e  t o  I n d i a  

by  s a i l i n g  w e s t .  S a i l i n g  fro m  B r i s t o l ,  h e  made two v o y a g e s , 

one in  1497 and  one i n  149&* On t h e  f i r s t  v o y a g e , he s a i l e d  

w i th  o n ly  a s in g l e  v e s s e l ,  n o t  t h e  s i x  K ing H enry  h a d  a u th o r ­

i z e d ,  and  a crew o f  e i g h t e e n  m en. B r i s t o l  m e rc h a n ts  w o u ld  

do no more f o r  h im . On t h i s  v o y ag e  he p l a n t e d  th e  f l a g s  o f  

E n g lan d  a n d  V en ice  o n  t h e  c o a s t  o f  N ew fo u n d lan d . ̂  T h is  i s  

p a r t  o f  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t h e  saw :

The i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h i s  I s l a n d  u se  t o  w eare  b e a s t s  
s k in n e s ,  and  h av e  th em  i n  a  g r e a t  e s t i m a t i o n  a s  we have 
o u r  f i n e s t  g a rm e n ts .  I n  t h e i r  w a r r e s  th e y  u se  bow es, 
a r ro w e s ,  p ik e s ,  d a r t s ,  w ooden c l u b s ,  and  s l i n g e s .  The 
s o i le .  i s  b a r r e n  i n  some p l a c e s ,  & y e e l d e t h  l i t t l e  f r u i t ,  
b u t  i t  i s  f u l l  o f  w h i te  b e a r e s ,  a n d * s ta g g e s  f a r r e  g r e a t e r  
th a n  o u r s .  I t  y e e l d e t h  p l e n t y  o f  f i s h ,  an d  th o s e  v e ry  
g r e a t ,  a s  s e a l e s ,  an d  th o s e  xvhich commonly we c a l l  s a l ­
mons: t h e r e  a r e  s o l e s  a l s o  ab o v e  a  y a r d  i n  l e n g t h :  b u t  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  a b u n d a n c e  o f  t h a t  k in d e  o f  
f i s h  w h ich  th e  S a v a g e s  c a l l  b a c c a l a o s . 10

A t t h i s  e a r l y  d a te  t h e r e  w ere  a l r e a d y  h y p e r b o l i c  r e ­

p o r t s  o f  t h e  new l a n d — f i s h  a s  l a r g e  a s  s e a l s  and  s o l e s  a  y a rd  

l o n g .  Such  e x a g g e r a t io n s  w o u ld  becom e th e  g e n e r a l  t e n o r  o f  

f u t u r e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  New W o rld .

When C a b o t, on h i s  r e t u r n ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he h a d  fo u n d  

t h e  o u t ly in g  c o a s t s  o f  C a th a y , g r e a t  e n th u s ia s m  p r e v a i l e d  and

^ H a k lu y t, 5 : $4*
9Q uinn, p .  1 1 .

10H akluy .t, 5 :^ 5
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many men becam e c u r io u s  and  e a g e r  t o  s e e  w h a t C abo t h a d  s e e n .H  

L o re n z o  P a s q u a l ig o ,  a  m e rc h a n t r e s i d i n g  i n  L ondon , r e p o r t e d  

on 23 A u g u s t 1497 t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  i n  V en ice  t h a t  " t h e s e  Eng­

l i s h  r u n  a f t e r  h im  [C a b o tf  l i k e  mad, a n d  in d e e d  he  c a n  e n ­

l i s t  a s  many o f  th em  a s  he p l e a s e s ,  and  a num ber o f  o u r  

r o g u e s  a s  w e l l . " I 2

F o r  th e  149& v o y a g e , L ondon m e rc h a n ts ,  w i th  th e  

K in g ’ s  h e l p ,  e q u ip p e d  a l a r g e  s h i p ,  B r i s t o l  m e rc h a n ts  e q u ip ­

p e d  f o u r  more sh ips^-3  an d  th e  f l e e t  s a i l e d  f o r t h .

A t t h i s  p o i n t  we e n c o u n te r  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  S p a in ’ s  

o b j e c t i o n s  t o  E n g l i s h  e x p l o r a t i o n .  The S p a n is h  a m b a ssa d o r  p r o ­

t e s t e d  t h a t  th e  new la n d  b e lo n g e d  t o  S p a in -^  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  

P a p a l  B u l l  o f  A le x a n d e r  VI w h ich  h ad  d iv id e d  a l l  t h e  u n d i s ­

c o v e re d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  b e tw e e n  S p a in  and  P o r t u g a l  an d  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c o n f irm e d  by t h e  T r e a ty  o f  T o r d e s i l l a s  b e t ­

w een th o s e  tw o n a t i o n s  i n  1 4 9 4 .1 5 T h is  c la im  o f  S p a in  an d  

P o r t u g a l  w o u ld  be  a  c o n s ta n t  t h r e a t  t o  a l l  E n g l i s h  e x p lo r a ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  u n t i l  E n g la n d ’ s  n avy  becam e th e  m ost pow­

e r f u l  on t h e  s e a s .  O nly t h e n  w ou ld  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i z a t i o n  be 

a b le  t o  t a k e  h o ld  and  f l o u r i s h .

I t  i s  p ro b a b le  t h a t  on h i s  se co n d  v o y ag e  C abo t r e ­

a l i z e d  t h a t  he w as n o t  on t h e  c o a s t  o f  A s ia ,  b u t  on a n  em pty

■^Jam es A le x a n d e r  W il l ia m s o n , A S h o r t  H i s to r y  o f  
B r i t i s h  E x p a n s io n  (L ondon: M a c m illa n  & C o ., 1 9 3 0 ) ,  p .  6 9 .

l^ ja m e s  A le x a n d e r  W il l ia m s o n , The V oyages o f  th e  
C a b o ts  a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h  D is c o v e ry  o f  N orth ' A m erica  u n d e r  
H enry  V l l  an d  H enry  V l I I  (L ondon: A rg o n a u t P r e s s .  1 9 2 9 ) .  p .  2 9 .

•^3A S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  7 0 .

^ I b i d .  ^ M a r i t im e . p .  7 9 .
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l a n d  w i th  a  s c a n ty  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  n a t i v e s  an d  n o th in g  o f  v a l ­

ue  t o  t a k e  b a c k  a s  c a r g o . B u t  h i s  s u s p ic io n s  w ere  n o t  a s  

y e t  g e n e r a l l y  know n. B a p t i s t a  R arau sio , i n  h i s  p re fa c e , t o  

t h e  T e rz o  volum e d e l l e  n a v i g a t i o n ^  v j r i t i n g  a b o u t  C a b o t’ s  

v oyage  s a i d :

B u t i t  se e m e th  t h a t  God d o e th  y e t  s t i l l  r e s e r v e  t h i s  
g r e a t  e n t e r p r i s e  f o r  some g r e a t  p r in c e  t o  d i s c o v e r  
t h i s  voyage o f  C a th a ia  by t h i s  w ay , w h ic h  f o r  th e
b r i n g in g  o f  t h e  S p i c e r i e s  f ro m  I n d i a  i n t o  E u ro p e , w ere
t h e  m ost e a s i e  an d  s h o r t e s t  o f  a l l  o t h e r  w ayes h i t h e r ­
t o  fo u n d  o u t .  And s u r e l y  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  w ould  be th e
m ost g l o r i o u s ,  and  o f  m o st im p o r ta n c e  t o  a l l  o th e r  t h a t  
c a n  be im a g in e d  t o  make h i s  name g r e a t ,  a n d  fam e im - 
m o r t a l l ,  t o  a l l  a g e s  t o  com e, f a m e  more t h a n  c a n  be 
done by  an y  o f  a l l  g r e a t  t r o u b l e s  a n d  w a r r e s  X7hich • 
d a y ly  a r e  u s e d  i n  E u ro p e  among th e  m is e r a b le  C h r i s t i a n  
p e o p le

Though C abot d id  n o t  f i n d  a r o u t e  t o  C a th a y , h i s  

v o y a g e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  a  lo n g  c o a s t l i n e  e x i s t e d  on th e  l a n d  

b e tw ee n  w h a t we know to d a y  a s  M aine a n d  L a b r a d o r .1 ^

I n  1500 th e  S p a n is h  p i l o t ,  J u a n  de l a  C osa , drew  up  

a map o f  t h e  known w o r ld  a t  t h e  t im e  an d  in c lu d e d  a p a r t  o f  

th e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  N o rth  A m e ric a , w i th  f l a g s  m a rk in g  th e  p l a c e s  

v i s i t e d  by C a b o t, I t  i s  a lm o s t  c e r t a i n . t h a t  t h i s  map em­

b o d ie s  g e o g r a p h ic a l  know ledge  n o t  known b e f o r e  C a b o t’ s  se c o n d

v o y a g e .1^

■*-&A S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  7 0 .

1 7 H a k lu y t,  5 :S 3 .

■ ^Q uinn , p .  1 1 .

•̂ M a r i t i m e . p .  3 2 .
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The p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s  o f  C a b o t’ s  v o y a g e s  w ere  t h a t  

t h e r e  w as some r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  m ig h t be a  g r e a t  ob­

s t a c l e  b e tw e e n  E urope an d  a s p ic e  t r a d e  by  a w e s te r n  r o u t e  

a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  was b e t t e r  f i s h i n g  o f f  th e  c o a s t s  o f  N ew found­

la n d  t h a n  o f f  th e  c o a s t  o f  I c e l a n d .

C a b o t’ s  v o y ag es  w ere  c o n s id e r e d  a f a i l u r e  b e c a u s e  

h e  h ad  n o t  fo u n d  a r o u t e  t o  A s ia .  E n th u s ia s m  f o r  s a i l i n g  

w e s t  d i e d  o u t  an d  no m e n tio n  w as made o f  h i s  v o y a g e s  by  co n ­

te m p o ra ry  c h r o n i c l e r s  b e c a u s e ,  a s  f a i l u r e s ,  t h e y  w ere  o f  no  

im p o r ta n c e .  London m e rc h a n ts  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t r a n s o c e a n i c  

v o y a g e s  an d  f o r  some f i f t y  y e a r s  t h e r e  w as l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way 

o f  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  N o rth  A m erica  by E n g lis h m e n . 21

The F o u r th  P a r t  o f  th e  E a r th

To t h e  end  o f  th e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  i t  w as g e n e r a l l y  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  e a r t h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  p a r t s — A s ia ,  E u r­

o p e , a n d  A f r i c a .^ 2 H ow ever, i n  th e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  s i x ­

t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  a change i n  a t t i t u d e  a p p e a r e d .  T h e re  w as th e  

r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  new la n d  w as n e i t h e r  one o f  th e  

w e s te r n  i s l a n d s  n o r  a p a r t  o f  A s ia ,  an d  t h a t ,  s e c o n d , i t  w as 

so m e th in g  new an d  b i g :  i t  w as a c t u a l l y  a  f o u r t h  p a r t  o f  th e  

e a r t h . ^3

20A S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  7 2 .

^ A  S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  71 •

^ F r a n k l i n  T h r e s h e r  McCann, E n g l i s h  D is c o v e ry  o f  Amer­
i c a  t o  15&5 (New Y ork : K in g ’ s  C ro ss  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  P« 45*

23McCann, p .  x i i .
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A m erigo  V e s p u c c i ,  on h i s  f i r s t  voyage i n  1 4 97 , 

l i k e  C olum bus, J o h n  C ab o t on h i s  f i r s t  v o y a g e , A lo n zo  de 

H o je d a , t h e  S p a n is h  a d v e n t u r e r ,  and  V in c e n te  Y anez P iz o n ,  

th e  S p a n is h  n a v i g a t o r ,  th o u g h t  he  h a d  re a c h e d  th e  m a in la n d  

o f  A s ia .  H ow ever, on h i s  1 5 0 1 -2  voyage a lo n g  th e  c o a s t  o f  

A m erica  h e  c h a n g e d  h i s  m in d . I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  F lo r e n ­

t i n e  f r i e n d ,  L o re n z o  d i  P i e r  F ra n c e s c o  de ’M e d ic i ,  he  w r o te ,  

"We a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  new l a n d ;  w h ich  f o r  many r e a s o n s  t h a t  a r e  

e n u m e ra te d  i n  w h a t f o l l o w s ,  we o b s e rv e d  t o  be a  c o n t i n e n t . " ^  

W ith  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  V e s p u c c i  won th e  h o n o r  o f  b e in g  th e  f i r s t  

e x p l o r e r  who e v e r  r e c o r d e d  a  v i s i t  t o  any  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  

t e r r i t o r y  now known a s  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e ric a .

The name "A m erica"  w as f i r s t  s u g g e s te d  by  M a r t in

W a ld se e m iil le r  i n  h i s  C osm ograph iae  I n t r o d u c t i o . p u b l i s h e d

on 25 A p r i l  1507  a t  S t . D ie . T h is  s m a l l  g e o g ra p h ic a l

t r e a t i s e  l e f t  i t s  m ark upon  th e  w o r ld  f o r  a l l  t im e ,  f o r  i n

t h i s  l i t t l e  book  th e  f o l lo w in g  s u g g e s t io n  was m ade:

Now t r u l y ,  a s  t h e s e  r e g i o n s  a r e  more w id e ly  e x p lo r e d ,  
a n d  a n o th e r  f o u r t h  p a r t  i s  d i s c o v e r e d ,  by A m ericu s V es- 
p u t i u s ,  a s  may be  l e a r n e d  fro m  th e  f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r s ,
I  s e e  no  r e a s o n  why i t  s h o u ld  n o t  be j u s t l y  c a l l e d  
A m erig en — t h a t  i s ,  t h e  l a n d  o f  A m e ric u s , o r  A m e ric a , 
fro m  A m e ric u s , i t s  d i s c o v e r e r ,  a  man o f  a c u te  i n t e l ­
l e c t ;  in asm u c h  a s  b o th  E u rope  a n d  A s ia  have  c h o se n  
t h e i r  nam es fro m  th e  fe m in in e  fo rm . ?

^ F r e d e r i c k  J u l i u s  P o h l ,  A m erigo  V e sp u c c i P i l o t  
M a.ior (New Y o rk : C o lum bia U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 4 ) , P« 1 3 0 . 
P o h l ’ s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a r e  b a s e d  on V e s p u c c i ’ s  l e t t e r s  fro m  
S e v i l l e ,  1 5 0 0 ; Cape V e r d i ,  1 5 0 2 ; an d  L is b o n ,1 5 0 2 .

^ N a r r a t i v e  an d  C r i t i c a l  H i s to r y  o f  A m erica : Span­
i s h  E x p l o r a t i o n s  a n d  S e t t l e m e n ts  i n  A m erica  fro m  th e  F i f t e e n t h  
t o  t h e  S e v e n te e n th  C e n tu r y , 8 v o l s .  e d .  J u s t i n  Iv in so r  (B o s to n : 
an d  New 'York: H o u g h to n , M i f f l i n  & C o ., The R iv e r s id e  P r e s s ,  
C a m b rid g e , 1 $ & 4 -1 °$ 9 ) ,  2 :1 4 7 - 3 .
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R V D I M E N T A
qug Oppofitu vcl.contra dcnotat. Atcp m fexto cli 
mate Anrar&icu. vafus/ 8c pars extrema Affrica* 
nuperreperca& Zamziber/Iaua minor/ 8C Seula 
infulg/ &  quartaorbis pars( quamquia Americus 
inuemc Amerigen/quafi Americiterra/fiue Ame<* Ame* 
cam nuncupare licet)fitac funt, D e quibus Auftrali rige 
bus climatibus haecRomponrj Mellg Geographi Popo; 
verba intell/genda funt/ vbi ait. Z o n e  Iiabitabiies 
paria aountanni tempora/verumnon pariterAno 
richthones alteram/nos alterammcoliinus.lllius (ia 
tusobafdorei'ntercederis plageincogns tus/Iu;y,is , 
dicendus ell* V bi animaduertendum eft q u o d c l# ' 
inatum quodqj alios cp aliudplerumqj foetus pro? 
ducat/cum diuerlg funtnaturae/ &.alia atq; a!iaiy*V 
derum virtutemoderentur. Vnde Virgflins*

FROM THE COSMOG RAPHUE INTRODUCTIO.1

Nuncvero 8c heg partes {untlariusluftratse/S^ 
alia quana parsper AmericS VcfpuriumC vt in fe  
quentibus audietur)inuenta eifcqua non video cur 

Ame* quis iurevetet ab^Americo inuentorefagacis inge 
rico nij viro Amerigen quafi Amerid.terram/bue Ame

ricamdicendamtcuin 8C Europa 8c AfiaamuUerfc

V -i • •

•V* i

xes exbisbhusAmeridnauigationibus qu£ fequu 
OUX liquide intelligidatur.

UCTIO.8 , . V; ■ \y  JFROM THE COSMOGRAPHI/F. INTRODUCTIO/

•“  ' ~      ._vr—  : I ' ,;i ’ :-V,l .1, ; V , V
i 1 T h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a g e  ( s ig J C )  o f  t h e  S e p te m b e r  e d it io n  (1 5 0 7 ) w h i d v h i s  t h e  r e f e r e n t^  t e 'A i p e r i «  a n d f  iS ;- :

V e s p u c iu s . ■'
| 3  T h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  p a g e  o f  > the 1507 ( S e p te m b e r )  e d it io n  i n  w h ic h  t& e n a m e  o f  ^ A m erica  p ip p o ,3^  fo r^  :■
I t h e  N e w  W o rld . ' 'y

F ig .  5’. From J u s t i n  W in s o r fs  N a r r a t i v e  and  
C r i t i c a l  H is to r y  o f  A m e ric a .
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Some may a g re e  w i th  S te f a n  Zw eig who w r o te ," T h e s e  

l i n e s  a r e  A m e ric a ’ s  a c t u a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b a p t i s m .  On t h i s  

q u a r to  s h e e t  i t s  name i s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  fo rm ed  i n  l e t ­

t e r s  an d  m u l t i p l i e d  i n  p r i n t . ” ^

The d e s c r i p t i v e  t e x t  o f  W a ld s e e m ttl le r ’ s  l i t t l e  book  

w as i n te n d e d  t o  accom pany a s e p a r a t e  map and  g lo b e  a s  a  s o r t  

o f  e x p la n a to r y  h a n d b o o k . The map an d  g lo b e  w ere  t o  c o n t a i n  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  n ew ly  d is c o v e r e d  !if o u r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  

w o r ld ."

I t  w as n o t  u n t i l  1901 t h a t  W a ld s e e m ii l le r 's  l o n g -  

l o s t  map o f  1 5 0 7 , t o g e t h e r  w i th  a n o th e r  o f  h i s  o f  1 5 1 6 , w as 

d i s c o v e r e d  by  J o s e p h  P . F i s c h e r  o f  F e l k i r c h  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  

o f  P r in c e  W ald b u rg -W o lfeg g  a t  th e  C a s t le  o f  W o lfe g g , W tir t-  

e m b erg , G e r m a n y .27 i t  w as a map o f  th e  v o y a g e s  o f  V es­

p u c c i  w h ic h  " r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e a r t h  w i th  a g ra n d e u r  n e v e r  

b e f o r e  a t t e m p te d ."  The map i t s e l f  d id  n o t  b e a r  t h e  name 

"A m erica"  on i t .  The f i r s t  t im e  th e  name "A m erica" w as 

a c t u a l l y  u s e d  on  a  map w as on th e  one b e l i e v e d  t o  h av e  b e e n  

draw n by  L eo n a rd o  Da V in c i  i n  1512-1515*  T h is  name w as i n ­

s c r i b e d  on w h a t i s  to d a y  known a s  th e  S o u th  A m erican  c o n t i n ­

e n t .

I n  t h e  G rand  D u ca l L ib r a r y  a t  W eim ar, t h e r e  i s  a n
1

^ S t e f a n  Z w eig , A m erigo , A Comedy o f  E r r o r s  i n  H is ­
t o r y . t r a n s .  Andrew S t .  Jam es (New Y ork : V ik in g  P r e s s ,  1942)>  
p* 5 8 .

^ B a s i l  Soufeby, The F i r s t  Map C o n ta in in g  th e  Name 
A m e ric a : fro m  The G e o g ra p h ic a l  J o u r n a l  o f  F e b ru a ry  1902 
(L ondon : W il l ia m  Clows & S o n 's ) , p .  3 .
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.'"vy-

MAI* HY LEONARDO 1M VINCI. T514* TIIR FIRST REARING THE NAME OF AMERICA.

Map 2 . Map by L e o n a rd o  Da V in c i ,  1 5 1 4 . The F i r s t  B e a r in g  
th e  Name o f  A m e ric a . From F ra n k  M. B r i s t o l ’ s  
S h a k e sp e a re  an d  A m e ric a .
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anonym ous an d  u n d a te d  g lo b e  w h ich  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h av e  b een  

made by  Jo h a n n e s  S c h b n e r  i n  1523* T h is  b e l i e f  i s  b a s e d  on 

th e  re s e m b la n c e  o f  th e  1523  g lo b e  t o  th e  g lo b e  o f  1533  ttfhich 

i s  d e f i n i t e l y  known t o  be h i s .  On b o th  t h e s e  g lo b e s  th e  

s o u th e r n  c o n t in e n t  o f  th e  n e \7 l a n d  i s  a g a in  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  

" A m e r ic a ."2$

A map, p r i n t e d  i n  1514> a s c r i b e d  t o  L o u is  B o u le n g e r , 

a n d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  tw e lv e  g o r e s  o f  a  g lo b e ,  w as fo u n d  i n  a 

copy  o f  th e  C osm ograph iae  I n t r o d u c t i o  o f  L u g d u n i w i th  "Amer­

i c a  n o v i t e r  r e p e r t a "  i n s c r i b e d  on t h e  s o u th e r n  c o n t i n e n t . ^

A c o rd i fo rm  "m appam undi" ro u g h ly  e n g ra v e d  on wood i n  1520 by 

P e t r u s  A p ia n u s  b e a r s  th e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "A m erica  P r o u i n c ia . " 3 0  

In  1522 L o re n z  F r i e s s  p u b l i s h e d  a  copy  o f  th e  W ald- 

seem & L ler map w i th  "A m erica" ad d ed  t o  i t .  The name a l s o  a p ­

p e a r e d  on S e b a s t i a n  M u n s te r ’ s  C o sm o g rap h icv s  V n i v e r s a l i s  

w h ich  he c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  Novus O r b i s . p u b l i s h e d  i n  1532  i n  

B a s le .

G e ra rd u s  M e rc a to r ,  i n  1 5 3 ^ , c r e a t e d  a d o u b le  c o rd ­

i f o r m  map w h ich  h ad  th e  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  a p p ly in g  th e  

name A m erica  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o n t i n e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  th e  

s o u th e r n  c o n t i n e n t . 32 M e rc a to r  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  c r e d i t

2gW in so r, 2 : 3 3 *

2 % i n s o r ,  2:34.*

3 ^ H a r r i s s e ,  p .  514*

3 ^ I b i d .

3 2 i b i d . ,  p . 3 2 3 .
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fffioyutt'IhjwJCH1!**

i) .Mrttva- /  *»wi!£3.

A I& J 2 G E P  ! G p O B E  j O F  ^ C ^ O p E R  O F  1 6 2 3 .

Map 3* From E m erson D. F i t e ’ s  A Book o f  O ld M aps.
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i f

m

\b rmht

W 'tr ^ T *

AiJTJfP^TT0 PF SCHONER! OF’1533,

Map 4* From F i t e ’ s  A Book o f  O ld  M aps.
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a lo n g  w i th  V /a ld se e m tille r  f o r  nam ing  th e  w e s te r n  h e m is p h e re .

The c o n c e p t  o f  A m erica  a s  a  f o u r t h  p a r t  o f  th e

e a r t h  may h av e  b e e n  i n  t h e  m ind o f  A le x a n d e r  B a rc la y  w hen,

i n  1509  i n  The S h ip  o f  F o o l s , he  w r o t e :

F o r  now o f  l a t e  h a th  l a r g e  l>nde a n d  g ro u n d e  
Ben fo u n d e  by  m a ry n e rs  and  c r a f t y  g o u v e rn o u rs  
The w h ich e  lo n d e s  w ere  n e u e r  knowen n o r  fo u n d e  
B y fo re  o u r  tym e by o u r  p r e d e c e s s o u r s  
And h e re  a f t e r  s h a l l  by o u r  s u c c e s s o u r s  
P a rc h a u n c e  mo be fo u n d e , w h e r in  men d w e ll  
O f whome we n e u e r  b e fo r e  t h i s  same h a rd e  t e l l . 33

A m erica  a s  a  f o u r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a r t h  w as c e r t a i n ­

l y  i n  Jo h n  R a s t e l l Ts  m ind when h e  w ro te  The I n t e r l u d e  o f  th e  

F o u r E le m e n ts  a b o u t  1 5 1 9 . The c h a r a c t e r  E x p e r ie n c e , p o i n t ­

in g  t o  a  map o r  g lo b e  s a y s :

T h is  sa y d e  n o r t h  p a r t  i s  c a l l e d  E u ro p a  
And t h i s  s o u th  p a r t  c a l l y d  A f f r i c a  
T h is  e e s t  p a r t e  i s  c a l ly d e  Ynde 
B u t t h i s  Nev/e L an d es  fo u n d e  l a t e l y  
Ben C a l ly d  A m erica  b y c a u se  o n ly  
A m e ric u s  dyd f u r s t  th em  fynde.34

I t  w as n o t  u n t i l  1553 t h a t  R ic h a rd  E den  becam e th e  

f i r s t  E n g lish m a n  t o  w r i t e  u n e q u iv o c a l ly  o f  A m erica  a s  th e  

f o u r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  He d id  t h i s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  th e  

r e a d e r  w h ic h  p r e c e d e s  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i f t h  

c h a p t e r ,  I!De t e r r i s  A s ia e  M a i o r i s , '1 o f  S e b a s t i a n  M iin s te r ’ s  

C osm ography . He r e f e r s  t h e r e  t o  i7A m erica  w i th  th e  h o le

3 3 A le x a n d e r  B a r c la y ,  t r a n s .  The S h ip  o f  F o o l s , e d .
T . H. J a m ie s o n , 2 v o l s .  (E d in b u rg h : W. P a t e r s o n ,  1 8 7 4 ) , 2 :2 6 .

34-Jo h n  R a s t e l l ,  A New I n t e r l u d e  and  a  m erv o f  th e  
M a tu re  o f  t h e  i i i . i  E le m e n te s  (O ld  E n g l i s h  D ram a. S t u d e n t s 7 
F a c s im i le  E d i t i o n ,  1 9 0 $ ) , 4 1 :9 1 •
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fy rm e  la n d e  a d h e r e n t  t h e r e u n t o ,  w h ich  i s  nowe fo u n d  t o  be 

t h e  f o u r t h  p a r t e  o f  t h e  e a r t h . " 35

Though th e  e x p r e s s io n  " th e  f o u r  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  

e a r t h ,: h a d  b e e n  u s e d  b e f o r e ,  by  th e  t im e  S h a k e sp e a re  w ro te  

P e r i c l e s , th e  te r m  h a d  ta k e n  on new s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Gower 

s a y s :

By many a  d e rn  and  p a i n f u l  p e rc h  
O f P e r i c l e s  t h e  c a r e f u l  s e a r c h ,
By th e  f o u r  o p p o s in g  c o ig n s  
W hich th e  w o r ld  t o g e t h e r  j o i n s  ,
I s  made w i th  a l l  due dilligence3°

As f o r  t h e  w ord  "A m erica ,51 S h a k e sp e a re  u s e s  i t  o n ly  

o n ce  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  C anon, when A n t ip h o lu s  o f  S y r a c u s e , i n  

The Comedy o f  E r r o r s , a s k s  D rom io, who i s  d e s c r i b i n g  th e  

t e r r i t o r i e s  he  im a g in e s  on th e  g l o b u la r  f i g u r e  o f  N e l l ,  

"W here A m e ric a , th e  Indies?5,37 j  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  

c i t a t i o n  i n  my d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  I n d i e s .

The A n g lo -P o r tu g u e s e  S y n d ic a te  1501-1505

A f t e r  Jo h n  C a b o t’ s  v o y a g e s , t h e  n e x t  E n g l i s h  e x ­

p e d i t i o n  t o  A m erica  w as i n  1 5 0 1 . On 15 M arch H enry V I I  

- g r a n t e d  a  p a t e n t

t o  o u r  b e lo v e d  s u b j e c t s  R ic h a rd  W ard, Thomas A s h e h u r s t ,  
an d  Jo h n  Thom as, m e rc h a n ts  o f  o u r  town o f  B r i s t o l ,  
an d  to ^ o u r  b e lo v e d  J o t o  F e rn a n d e s , F r a n c is c o  F e r n a n d e s ,  
a n d  J o a o  G o n s a lv e s :  G iv in g  them  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e x p lo r e

^ ^ R ic h a rd  E d en , t r a n s . ,  comp. The F i r s t  T h re e  Eng­
l i s h  B ooks on A m e ric a , e d .  Edward A rb e r  (B irm ingham : nT p . , 
1 8 8 5 ) , p ."  3 .

3 ^ 2 , P r o lo g u e .  1 5 -2 1  

3 ? 3 . 2 .  130



5 $

any  r e g io n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  d i s c o v e r ­
in g  c o u n t r i e s  h i t h e r t o  unknown t o  C h r i s t i a n s . 3 s

A s tu d y  o f  th e  te rm s  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  show s t h a t  th e  fo u n d a ­

t i o n  o f  a  p e rm a n en t c o lo n y  a n d  n o t  m e re ly  th e  d i s p a tc h  o f  

a t r a d i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  w as f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  Tinder c o n s id ­

e r a t i o n .  H ow ever, t h e  o n ly  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  voyage a c t u ­

a l l y  to o k  p la c e  i s  a n  e n t r y  on  7 J a n u a r y  1502 i n  H e n ry ’ s  

P r iv y  P u rs e  a c c o u n ts :  nTo men o f  B r i s t o l  t h a t  fo u n d  th e  

I s le g £ 5 * n^  N o th in g  e l s e  i s  known a b o u t  t h i s  v o y a g e , ^he  

A n g lo -P o r tu g u e s e  S y n d ic a te ,  t h e  name u s e d  f o r  t h i s  g ro u p  o f  

e x p l o r e r s ,  c o n t in u e d  i t s  t a s k  o f  f o l lo w in g  u p  Jo h n  C a b o t’ s  

d i s c o v e r i e s  u n t i l  1505  w hen th e  e n t e r p r i s e  w as a b a n d o n e d . 

T h e i r  v o y a g es  gave u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t io n  on  o c e a n  n a v ig a t i o n  

an d  d is c o v e r y  t o  a  n a t i o n  t h a t  h a d  up  t o  t h i s  tim e  b een  

c o n te n t  w i th  f o l lo w in g  t h e  s h o r e l i n e s  o f  E u r o p e . ^

S e b a s t i a n  C ab o t 1509

W h eth er Jo h n  C a b o t’ s  s e c o n d  s o n , S e b a s t i a n ,  was 

w i th  h im  on e i t h e r  o f  h i s  v o y a g e s  i s  n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  know n. 

I t  i s  c e r t a i n ,  h o w e v e r , t h a t  S e b a s t i a n  made h i s  own voyage 

w i th  tw o s h ip s  a t  some s u b s e q u e n t  d a t e . T h is  d a te  i s  d i s ­

p u te d .  M c C a n n , W i l l i a m s o n , ^  a n d  W in sh ip ^ 3  s a y  i t  was

3 ^ M a r i t im e , p .  1 0 4 .

3 % b id . ,  pp# 1 0 5 ; 1 0 7 .

^ A  S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p p .  7 3 ;  7 4 • ^ M c C an n , p .  4&«

^ W i l l i a m s o n ,  The V oyages o f . p .  74*

^ G e o r g e  P a r k e r  W in s h ip , C abo t B ib l io g r a p h y  (New 
Y o rk : Dodd, M ead, & C o ., L ondon : H. S te v e n s ,  S o n , & S t i l e s ,  
1 9 0 0 ) ,  p .  x v i i i .
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Drawn by Thomas Derrick from “Memoirs- - •
Historical and Typographical of Bristol*-1'" 
ry Samuel Seyer (1823)

F i g .  7 .  From H a k lu y t’s  P r i n c i p a l  N a v i­
g a t i o n s  .
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1 5 0 9 . The o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  voyage w as t o  f i n d  a  p a s s a g e  

th ro u g h  th e  A m erican  c o n t i n e n t  t o  th e  l a n d  o f  C a th a y  b e ­

yond^ an d  t h e n  on t o  th e  I n d i e s .  The s h i p s  w en t so  f a r  

i n t o  t h e  A r c t i c  r e g i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  w as s to p p e d  by 

th e  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  i c e  t h e y  r a n  i n t o .  C abot an d  h i s  

crew  w ere  f o r c e d  t o  a b an d o n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a  p a s s a g e  t o  

C a th a y . T u rn in g  a ro u n d ,  th e y  s k i r t e d  th e  c o a s t  o f  N o rth  

A m e ric a , fro m  t h e  A r c t i c  c i r c l e  down t o  a t  l e a s t  D elaw are 

B ay, p e rh a p s  e v e n  a s  f a r  a s  the  s o u th e r n  p o i n t  o f  F l o r i d a ,  

an d  th e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d . ^  T h is  w as t h e  f i r s t  a t te m p t  

t o  p a s s  fro m  t h e  A t l a n t i c  t o  th e  P a c i f i c .

On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d , C abo t l e a r n e d  t h a t  H enry 

V II  h ad  d ie d  on 21 A p r i l  1 5 0 9 . T h ere  w as no  one i n  th e  new 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n t e r e s t e d  enough  t o  re w a rd  C abo t o r  even  

t o  r e c o r d  h i s  a r r i v a l . ^  T h a t i s  why. t h e r e  i s  some q u e s ­

t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  e x a c t  d a te  o f  t h i s  v o y a g e .

S e b a s t i a n  C abo t w as th e  o n ly  l i n k  b e tw e e n  th e  l a t e  

f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w hen i n t e l l e c t u a l  men w ere  n o t  i n t e r ­

e s t e d  i n  o c e a n  v o y a g e s , a n d  t h e  m id - s ix t e e n t h  c e n t u r y , ^  

when E n g la n d  b e g a n  t o  r e a l i z e  h e r  f u t u r e  l a y  upon  th e  

o c e a n s .  He may be c a l l e d  t h e  o n ly  l i n k  b e c a u se  R ic h a rd  

E den , one o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  ’’e x p a n s i o n i s t ” w r i t e r s  o f  E ng-

^ M a r i t i m e ,  p .  9# .

^ M c C an n , p p .  54 - 5 *

^ ^ M a r i t im e . p .  5 2 .
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l i s h  h i s t o r y ,  l i s t e n e d  c a r e f u l l y  t o  S e b a s t i a n ’ s  d e s c r i p ­

t i o n  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  an d  h i s  own v o y a g e s , and  r e c o r d e d  th e  

d e t a i l s  i n  S e c t io n  F iv e  o f  h i s  D e c a d e s . T h is  w as t h e  b e ­

g in n in g  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  c h r o n i c le s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  e x p lo r  

a t i o n .  Eden w ro te :

S e b a s t i a n  C abot w as t h e  f y r s t  t h a t  b ro w g h t an y  know- 
l e a g e  o f  t h i s  l a n d e .  F o r b e in g e  i n  E n g la n d e  i n  th e  
d a y e s  o f  kyng H enry th e  s e u e n th ,  he  f u r n y s s h e d  tw oo 
s h ip p e s  a t  h i s  owne c h a rg e s  o r  ( a s  sum sa y )  a t  t h e  
k y n g e s , whome he p e rs u a d e d  t h a t  a p a s s a g e  m ig h t bee  
fo u n d e  t o  C a th ay  by th e  n o r t h  s e a s ,  an d  t h a t  s p i c e s  
m yght b ee  b ro u g h t  fro m  th e n s e  s o n e r  by  t h a t  w a y ,th e n  
by t h e  vyage  th e  P o r tu g a ie s  u s e  by t h e  s e a  o f  S u r .4 7

Eden n o t  o n ly  made th e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  

e x p l o r a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  who c o u ld  r e a d  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  h e  a l s o  a s s u r e d  t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  

p o s t e r i t y .

The R e ig n  o f  H enry V I I I :  1 5 0 9 -1 5 4 7

When H enry V I I I ,  i n  h i s  e i g h t e e n t h  y e a r ,  came t o  

t h e  th r o n e  i n  A p r i l  1 5 0 9 , he  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  d i f f i c u l t  t im e s  

l a y  a h e a d  f o r  E n g l i s h  commerce an d  t h a t  i t  w as n e c e s s a r y  

t o  s e e k  new o u t l e t s  f o r  E n g l i s h  g o o d s . B ut t h e  d i s o r d e r  

c a u s e d  b y  th e  r e l i g i o u s  e r u p t i o n  g o in g  o n  i n  E n g la n d , an d  

t h e  n e e d  f o r  m a in ta in in g  a n  a l l i a n c e  w i th  th e  N e th e r la n d s  

a n d  S p a in ,  t i e d  h i s  h a n d s .  He w as n o t  a b le  t o  g iv e  h i s  

w h o le - h e a r te d  s u p p o r t  t o  t r a d e  e x p e d i t i o n s  d e s p i t e  h i s  p e r ­

s o n a l  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  id e a  and  l i t t l e  a d v a n c e  w as a c h ie v e d  

d u r in g  h i s  r e i g n . ^  Commerce w as no lo n g e r  t h e  p rim e  i n -

^ E d e n ,  p .  345* 4 %  S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  7 4 .
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t e r e s t  o f  g o v e rn m en t an d  i t  w as a l lo w e d  t o  p u rsu e  i t s  c o u rs e  

p r a c t i c a l l y  w i th o u t  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  h in d r a n c e  fro m  o f f i c i a l  

p o w e rs , a lo n g  th e  l i n e s  w h ich  H enry  V II  h ad  l a i d  down— th e  

N o rth  S e a , t h e  Bay o f  B is c a y  an d  t h e  M e d i te r r a n e a n  b e in g  

t h e  t r a i n i n g  g ro u n d s  f o r  E n g lish m e n  i n  th e  a r t s  o f  t r a d e  an d  

s e a m a n s h ip .49

H enry  V I I I  w as s u r ro u n d e d  by n o b le s  whose n a t u r e s  

Mere a s  f i e r y  a s  h i s  own an d  who w ere  im p a t ie n t  t o  be  r i d  

o f  th e  r e s t r a i n t s  o f  th e  s o b e r  an d  p r o s a i c  re g im e  o f  H enry 

V I I .  The o ld  d ream  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  c o n q u e s t ,  w h ich  w as f i n a l ­

l y  a b an d o n e d  b y  H enry  V I I ,  w as r e v i v e d .  I n  1513 H enry  V I I I  

l e d  a n  arm y i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  F r a n c e ,  r o u te d  th e  F re n c h  a t -  

t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  S p u r s ,  an d  r e c e i v e d  th e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  T o u r-  

n ay  a n d  T e ro u e n n e . L e f t  i n  t h e  l u r c h  by  th o s e  he h a d  co n ­

s i d e r e d  h i s  a l l i e s — F e rd in a n d  o f  A ragon  and  M a x im ilia n  t h e  

E m pero r— H enry  made p e a c e  w i th  F ra n c e  i n  1514* D u rin g  t h e  

w ar Thomas W olsey  h a d  c lim b e d  t o  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  suprem e 

a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  t h e  k in g ,  a  p o s i t i o n  he  h e ld  f o r  f i f t e e n  

y e a r s .  W o ls e y ’ s  p o l i c y  vtas t h e  p o l i c y  o f  E n g la n d . H is  

o u t lo o k  w as t h a t  o f  a  man o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  m a rv e lo u s  o p e n - 

in g - u p  o f  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  w as g o in g  on a ro u n d  h im  a n d  o f  

t h e  p a r t  w h ic h  h i s  c o u n tr y  m ig h t p la y  t h e r e i n .  U n t i l  a l ­

m ost t h e  en d  o f  h i s  pow er t h e r e  was no a u t h e n t i c a t e d  voy­

age  o f  d i s c o v e r y  o r  a t t e m p t  t o  p e n e t r a t e  new m a rk e ts  50

^ ^ M a r i tim e , p .  2 4 0 .

50 i b i d . ,  p p . 120 - 1 2 2 .



w i th  p ro d u c e  o f  E n g l i s h  i n d u s t r y .

S in c e  A m erica  w as n o t  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  A s ia  an d  

th e  r i c h e s  o f  A s ia  w ere  n o t  w i t h i n  e a s y  r e a c h  by s a i l i n g  

w e s t ,  E n g la n d ’ s  i n t e r e s t  i n  A m erica  w as n o t  v e ry  g r e a t .  

A m erica  w as j u s t  an  o b s t a c l e  t o  C a th a y , T a r t a r y ,  an d  t h e  

S p ic e  I s l a n d s  w here  E n g la n d  th o u g h t  g r e a t  w e a l th  l a y .  E ng­

lis h m e n  th o u g h t  o f  t h e  new l a n d  a s  c o ld ,  i n h o s p i t a b l e ,  a n d  

u n a t t r a c t i v e .  I f  i t  w as o f  a n y  v a l u e ,  i t  w as a s  a  p l a c e  

th ro u g h  w h ich  a p a s s a g e  m ig h t s t i l l  b e  fo u n d  t o  t h e  w e a l th  

o f  A s i a . 51

T h ere  w as a n o th e r  r e a s o n  f o r  a  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  

A m e ric a . S p a in  and  P o r t u g a l  s t i l l  m a in ta in e d  th e  v a l i d i t y  

o f  t h e  P a p a l  B u l l .  A t t h i s  t im e  H en ry  V I I I  w as on  good 

te rm s  xvith  b o th  o f  th e m . A lr e a d y  p r e o c c u p ie d  w i th  dom es­

t i c  and  E u ro p ea n  a f f a i r s ,  h e  w as n o t  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  

t a k i n g  on  more p ro b le m s  by c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e i r  m o n o p o lie s  i n  

A m e ric a . P r i v a t e  E n g l i s h  s h i p s  w h ic h  t r i e d  t o  c r o s s  S pan­

i s h  an d  P o r tu g u e s e  l i n e s  o f  o w n e rs h ip  w ere  e x p o s in g  th em ­

s e l v e s  n o t  o n ly  t o  c a p tu r e  b y  a  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  a l s o  

t o  th e  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e i r  own k i n g . 52 T h e r e f o r e ,  w h i le  

commerce i n  a lre a d y -k n o w n  E u ro p e a n  t r a d i n g  z o n es  becam e 

f i r m ly  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  l i t t l e  w as  h a p p e n in g  i n  o c e a n ic  e n t e r ­

p r i s e s .  T h e re  was l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a d v an cem en t o f  

n a v ig a t io n  o r  co sm o g rap h y .5 3

^■hvicCann, p .  5 6 . ^ I b i d . ,  p .

53M a r i t im e . p p .  2 4 0 -1 .
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By 1 5 2 7 , a s  f a r  a s  i s  known, n o t  a  s i n g l e  n a t i v e -  

b o r n  E n g lish m a n  h ad  e v e r  t a k e n  s o le  command o f  a n  e x p l o r i n g  

e x p e d i t i o n  n o r  p u b l is h e d  a n y  w r i t i n g s  on th e  s u b j e c t .  I t  

w as i n  t h a t  y e a r  t h a t  R o b e r t  T h o rn e , so n  o f  a  B r i s t o l  a d v e n ­

t u r e r  who h a d  ta k e n  p a r t  i n  th e  1501-5  v o y a g e s , s e n t  t o  

H enry  V I I I  h i s  D e c h ra t io n  o f  th e  I n d i e s £4

In  t h e  D e c l a r a t io n  and  i n  h i s  Book o f  R o b e r t  

T h o rn e , w r i t t e n  i n  th e  same y e a r ,  T horne s e t  f o r t h  i n  g r e a t  

d e t a i l  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  t o  E n g la n d  o f  a d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  n o r t h ­

e r n  p a s sa g e  t o  A s ia .  He b o ld ly  s u g g e s te d  s a i l i n g  r i g h t  o v e r  

t h e  n o r t h  p o l e ,

f o r  t h e y ,  b e in g  p a s t  t h i s  l i t t l e  way w h ic h  th e y  named 
so  d a n g e ro u s , w h ich  may bee  i i  o r  i i i  l e a g u e s  b e fo r e  
t h e y  come t o  y& P o le ,  and  so  much more a f t e r  t h e y  p a s s e  
t h e  P o le , i t  i s  c l e a r e  t h a t  from  th e n c e  f o o r t h  th e  S e a s  
a n d  la n d e s  a r e  a s  te m p e ra t  a s  i n  t h e s e  p a r t e s ,  an d  t h a t  
th e n  i t  may be  a t  t h e  w i l l  and  p le a s u r e  o f  th e  m a r in e r s  
t o  ch o o se  w h e th e r  th e y  w i l l  s a i l e  by y e c o a s t e s  t h a t  
b e e  c o ld e ,  t e m p e r a te ,  o r  h o t . 55

T horne u rg e d  th e  K ing t o  u n d e r ta k e  t h e  p ro m o tio n  o f

n o r t h e r n  e x p l o r a t i o n

b e c a u se  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  y o u r  Realm e i s  t h e r u n t o  
n e e r e s t  an d  a p t e s t  o f  a l l  o t h e r ;  and  a l s o  f o r  t h a t  y o u  
h a u e  a l r e a d i e  ta k e n  i t  i n  h a n d e . . . .5 6  T hough , h e r e ­
t o f o r e ,  y o u r  G race h a th  made t h e r e o f  a  p r o o f e ,  and  
fo u n d e  n o t  t h e  com m oditie  th e r b y  a s  y o u  t r u s t e d ,  a t

54 a S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  74*

5 5 R ic h a rd  H a k lu y t, D iv e rs  V oyages t o u c h in g  th e  d i s ­
c o v e r i e s  o f  A m e ric a , and  I l a n d s  a d ja c e n t  u n to  t h e  sam e, made 
f i r s t  o f  a l l  by  o u r  E n g lish m e n , and  a f te r w a r d ' by  F renchm en  
a n d  B r i to n s  (L o n d o n . H a k lu y t S o c ie ty  P u b l i c a t i o n s .  1850)
S e r .  1 ,  7 :31*

5^A m a r g in a l  n o te  i n  D iv e rs  V oyages r e a d e ,  "By S e b ­
a s t i a n  C abot an d  S i r  Thomas P e r t  i n  th e  e i g h t  y e re  o f  h i s  
r e ig n e
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t h i s  t im e  i t  s h a l l  be no im p e d im e n t. F o r  t h e r e  may 
b e e  nowe p ro u id e d  re m e d ie s  f o r  t h i n g e s  t h e n  la c k e d ,  
a n d  th e  in c o n u e n ie n c e s  an d  l e t t e s  rem ooued  t h a t  th e n  
w ere  c au se  y o u r G ra c e ’ s  d e s i r e  to o k e  no  f u l l  e f f e c t ,  
w h ic h  i s ,  t h e  c o u r s e s  t o  be c h a u n g e d , an d  f o l lo w e  th e  
a f o r e s a i d  new c o u r s e s .  . . . And i f  t h e y  w i l l  t a k e  
t h e i r  c o u rs e  a f t e r  th e y  be p a s t  th e  p o le  to w a rd e  th e  
O c c id e n t ,  t h e y  s h a l l  goe i n  t h e  b a c k e  s i d e  o f  th e  new 
fo u n d  l a n d e , w h ich  o f  l a t e  was d i s c o u e r e d  by  y o u r  
G ra c e ’ s  s u b i e c t e s ,  v n t i l l  th e y  come t o  th e  b a c k s id e  
a n d  S o u th  s e a s  o f  th e  In d e e s  o c c i d e n t a l l s . 5 •

T horne c la im e d  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  Hugh E ly o t  w ere  

th e  o r i g i n a l  d i s c o v e r e r s  o f  N ew fo u n d lan d , a n d  i f  n o t  f o r  

th e  m u tin y  o f  t h e i r  c re w , th e y  w ou ld  hav e  r e a c h e d  th e  I n d i e s . ^  

T horne  d e s e r v e s  c r e d i t  f o r  b e in g  th e  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  w r i t e r  t o  

u rg e  E n g l i s h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  th e  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  th e  f i r s t  

o f  t h a t  re m a rk a b le  g ro u p  o f  s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  E n g lish m e n  

who s o u g h t  t o  s tu d y  an d  t o  ad v an ce  th e  c a u s e  o f  n a t i o n a l

e x p a n s i o n .59

W h eth er th e  n e x t  e x p e d i t i o n  w as a  r e s u l t  o f  T h o rn e ’ s 

D e c l a r a t i o n  i s  n o t  known. I n  any  c a s e ,  t h e  f a c t  r e m a in s  t h a t  

i n  1527 H enry w as moved t o  se n d  a n  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  s e a .  Two 

s h ip s  w ere  co m m issioned  and  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  command o f  Jo h n  

R u t, a  m a s te r  m a r in e r  who h ad  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  n av y  d u r in g  th e  

F re n c h  w a r s . ^  Two l e t t e r s  from  m em bers o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  

w ere  s e n t  t o  E n g la n d . P u rc h a s  p r i n t e d  one o f  th em  w i th  th e  

com m ent, " Jo h n  R ut w r i t  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  K ing H enry  i n  b ad

^ D iv e r s  Voyages, Ser. 1 , 7:29 ,31*

5% a r i t i m e , p .  252 .

^9A S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  7 5 .

^^ M a r i t im e . p .  252 .
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E n g l i s h  a n d  w o rse  w r i t i n g . ” ^1 S in c e  t h i s  i s  th e  f i r s t  l e t ­

t e r  e v e r  s e n t  f ro m  A m erica t o  E n g la n d , I  p r e s e n t  i t  i n  i t s  

e n t i r e t y  f o r  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e  a n d  a l s o  t o  p o i n t  o u t  

t h a t  i n  t h i s  v e r y  f i r s t  communique t h e r e  i s  th e  m e n tio n  o f  a  

" m a rv e lo u s  g r e a t  s to r m e ,"  " f o u le  w e a th e r ,"  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  

t r a v e l e d  a n d  "d e e p e  w a te r"  e n c o u n te r e d .

P l e a s in g  y o u r  H o n o u rab le  G ra c e , t o  h e a re  o f  y o u r  s e r ­
v a n t  Jo h n  R u t, w i th  a l l  h i s  Company h e r e ,  i n  good 
h e a l t h ,  t h a n k s  be t o  God, an d  y o u r  G ra c e ’ s  s h i p .  The 
M ary G i l f o r d ,  w i th  a l l  h e r  . . • th a n k s  be t o  God:
And i f  i t  p l e a s e  y o u r  h o n o u ra b le  G ra ce , we ra n n e  i n  
o u r  c o u rs e  t o  th e  N o rth w a rd , t i l l  we came i n t o  53 d e ­
g r e e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  we fo u n d  no s o u n d in g , and  th e n  we 
d u r s t  n o t  goe no f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  N orthw ard  f o r  f e a r e  
o f  more i c e ;  an d  th e n  we c a s t  a b o u t  t o  th e  S o u th w a rd , 
an d  w i t h i n  f o u r e  d a y s  a f t e r  we h a d  one h u n d re d  an d  
s i x t i e  fa th o m , and  th e n  wee came i n t o  52 d e g re e s  a n d  
f e l l  w i th  t h e  Mayne L and , an d  w i t h in  t e n  l e a g u e s  o f  
t h e  Mayne L and  we met w i th  a g r e a t  H a n d  o f  I c e ,  an d  
came h a rd  by  h e r ,  f o r  i t  w as s t a n d in g  in  d e ep e  w a te r ,  
an d  s o  w en t i n  w i th  Cape de B a s , a good H a rb o r ,  and  
many s m a l l  I l a n d s ,  an d  a  g r e a t  f r e s h  R iv e r  g o in g  
f a r r e  i n t o  t h e  Mayne L and , an d  th e  Mayne L and  a l l  
w i ld e r n e s s e  an d  m o u n ta in e s  and  w oods, and  no  n a t u r a l l  
g ro u n d  b u t  a l l  m o sse , an d  no i n h a b i t a t i o n  n o r  no p e ­
o p le  i n  t h e s e  p a r t s :  an d  i n  t h e  woods we fo u n d  f o o t ­
in g  o f  d i v e r s  g r e a t  b e a s t s ,  b u t  we saw none n o t  i n  
t e n  l e a g u e s .  And p le a s e  y o u r  G ra c e , th e  Sam son and  
wee k e p t  company a l l  th e  way t i l l  w i th in  tw o d a y e s  
b e f o r e  wee m et w i th  a l l  t h e  i l a n d s  o f  I c e ,  t h a t  was 
t h e  f i r s t  day  o f  J u ly  a t  n i g h t ,  and  t h e r e  r o s e  a 
g r e a t  and  a  m a rv e lo u s  g r e a t  s to rm e , and  much f o u le  
w e a th e r ;  I  t r u s t  i n  A lm ig h tie  J e s u  t o  h e a r e  good 
new es o f  h e r .  And p le a s e  y o u r  G ra c e , we w ere  co n ­
s i d e r i n g  a n d  a w r i t i n g  o f  a l l  o u r  o r d e r ,  how we 
w o u ld  w ash  u s  an d  w hat c o u rs e  we w ould  draw  an d  when 
God do s e n d  f o u ld  w e a th e r ,  t h a t  w i th  th e  Cape de 
S p e r  sh e  s h o u ld  g o e , an d  he  t h a t  came f i r s t  s h o u ld

^ S a m u e l  P tirchas, H a k lu y tu s  p o s th u m u s, o r  P u rc h a s  
h i s  P i l g r i m e s :  c o n ta y n in g  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o rld  i n  s e a  v o y ­
a g e s  a n d  la n d e  t r a v e l l s  by E n g lish m e n  a n d  o t h e r s , i n  f i v e  
b o o k e s , 4  v o l s .  L ondon, l o 2 $ . R e p r in te d  i n  20 v o l s . ( G la s ­
gow: J .  M acLehose & S o n s , 1 9 0 5 - 7 ) ,  1 4 :3 0 4 .
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t a r r y  t h e  s p a c e  o f  s i x e  w eeks one f o r  a n o th e r ,  and  
w a te r e d  a t  Cape de Bas t e n  d a y e s ,  o r d e r i n g  o f  y o u r 
G ra c e ’ s  s h ip  a n d  f i s h i n g ,  an d  so  d e p a r t e d  to w a rd  
th e  s o u th w a rd  t o  s e e k e  o u r  f e l l o w :  th e  t h i r d  day 
o f  A u g u s t we e n t e r e d  i n t o  a good  H aven , c a l l e d  S t .  
Jo h n , a n d  t h e r e  we fo u n d  e le v e n  s a i l e  o f  N orm ans, 
an d  one  B r i t t a i n e ,  an d  tw o P o r t u g a l l  b a r k e s ,  an d  
a l l  a  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  so  we a r e  r e a d i e  t o  d e p a r t  t o ­
w ard  Cape de B a s , a n d  t h a t  i s  t w e n t i e  f i v e  l e a g u e s ,  
a s  s h o r t l y  a s  we h a v e  f i s h e d ,  a n d  so  a lo n g  t h e  c o a s t  
t i l l  we may m ee te  w i th  o u r  f e l l o w ,  a n d  so  w i th  a l l  
d i l i g e n c e  t h a t  l y e s  i n  mp to w a rd  p a r t s  t o  t h e  I l a n d s  
t h a t  we a r e  commanded by th e  G race  o f  God, a s  we w ere 
commanded a t  o u r  d e p a r t i n g :  And t h u s  J e s u  sa v e  and
k eep e  y o u r  h o n o u ra b le  G ra c e , an d  a l l  y o u r  h o n o u ra b le  
R e v e r , i n  th e  Haven o f  S a in t  J o h n , th e  t h i r d  day  o f  
A u g u s t, w r i t t e n  i n  h a s t e ,  1527*

By y o u r  s e r v a n t  Jo h n  R u t, t o  h i s  u t t e r m o s t  o f  
h i s  p o w e r.

N ot o n ly  a r e  d a n g e r s  an d  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  m en tio n ed  

i n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  d i s ­

p e r s i o n  o f  t h e  f l e e t  by  t h e  s to rm  an d  t h e  hope o f  r e u n io n .  

The l e t t e r  w as p r o b a b ly  s e n t  by one o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  

w h ich  w as on  th e  p o i n t  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t o  E u ro p e . R u t ’ s  voy­

age  w as t h e  t h i r d  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  E n g l i s h  e x p e d i t i o n  f o r  th e  

d is c o v e r y  o f  th e  n o r t h e r n  r o u t e  t o  A s ia ,  th o s e  o f  S e b a s t ia n  

C abot a n d  t h e  A n g lo -P o r tu g u e s e  S y n d ic a te  b e in g  t h e  f i r s t

an d  s e c o n d .^3

One o t h e r  v o y ag e  t o  th e  N o r th w e s t  to o k  p la c e  u n d e r  

H enry V I I I .  I n  1536  a M a s te r  Hore o f  L ondon , a man s c h o o l­

e d  i n  co sm o g rap h y , h a d  t h e  n o t io n  t o  make a voyage t o  N o rth  
A m e ric a . He w as j o in e d  b y  o t h e r s  o f  l i k e  m ind , m a in ly

’’g e n tle m e n  o f  th e  In n e s  o f  c o u r t ,  a n d  o f  th e  c h a n c e r i e ,  an d  

d i v e r s  o t h e r s  o f  good  w o r s h ip ,  d e s i r e o u s  t o  s e e  th e  s t r a n g e

62P u rc h a s ,  1 4 :3 0 4 - 5 .  

^ M a r i t im e , p p .  253-7*
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t h i n g s  o f  th e  w o r l d .” v/ith t h e  K in g ’ s  c o n s e n t  and  good  

w i l l ,  tw o s h ip s  s a i l e d  f o r t h  w i th  one h u n d re d  an d  tw e n ty  on 

b o a r d .  T hey l e f t  G rav esen d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  A p r i l  1 5 3 6 .

A f t e r  m ore th a n  txvo m o n th s , when th e y  f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d  th e  

i s l a n d  o f  P e n g u in s  n e a r  N exvfoundland, t h e i r  fo o d  s u p p ly  

gave  o u t .  H a k lu y t’ s  r e p o r t ,  b a se d  on  d e t a i l s  g iv e n  h im  by 

Thomas B u t t s ,  one o f  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  s a y s  t h a t  when fam ­

in e  becam e a c u t e ,  some o f  t h e  mem bers o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  w h i le  

o u t  lo o k in g  f o r  fo o d , w ere  k i l l e d  by  o t h e r s  and  t h e i r  f l e s h  

c o o k ed  an d  e a t e n .

By t h i s  meane th e  company d e c r e a s e d ,  a n d  th e  o f f i c e r s  
new n o t  w hat w as become o f  th em ; And i t  f o r t u n e d  t h a t  
one o f  th e  company d r iv e n  w ith  h u n g e r  t o  s e e k e  a b ro a d e  
f o r  r e l i e f e  fo u n d  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  t h e  s a v o u r  o f  b r o y -  
l e d  f l e s h ,  a n d  f e l l  o u t  w i th  one f o r  t h a t  h e  w ou ld  s u f ­
f e r  h im  and h i s  f e l lo w e s  t o  s t a r v e ,  e n jo y in g  p l e n t i e  
a s  he  th o u g h t :  an d  t h i s  m a t t e r  g ro w in g  t o  c r u e l l  
s p e e c h e s ,  he t h a t  h ad  t h e  b r o y le d  m e a te , b u r s t  o u t  i n ­
t o  t h e s e  w o rd s : I f  th o u  w o u ld e s t  n e e d e s  know, t h e  b ro y ­
l e d  m ea te  t h a t  I  had  w as a  p ie c e  o f  su c h  a mans b u t -  
t o c k e .  The r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  b ro u g h t  t o  t h e  s h i p ,  th e  
C a p ta in e  fo u n d  w hat becam e o f  t h o s e  t h a t  w ere  m is s in g ,
& w as p e rsw a d ed  t h a t  some o f  th e m  we r e  n e i t h e r  d e v o u r ­
e d  w i th  w ild e  b e a s t e s ,  n o r  y e t  d e s t r o y e d  w i th  S a v a g e s :  
And h e re u p o n  h ee  s to o d  up  and m ade a  n o t a b l e  O r a t io n ,  
c o n ta in i n g ,  Howe much t h e s e  d e a l i n g s  o f f e n d e d  th e  A l-  
m ig h t i e ,  and  vouched  th e  S c r i p t u r e s  f ro m  f i r s t  t o  l a s t ,  
w h a t God had  i n  c a s e s  o f  d i s t r e s s e  done f o r  them  t h a t  
c a l l e d  upon h im  . . . And th u s  h a v in g  e n d e d  t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t ,  h e  b e g an  t o  e x h o r t  t o  r e p e n t a n c e ,  a n d  b e s o u g h t  
a l l  t h e  company t o  p r a y ,  t h a t  i t  m ig h t p l e a s e  God t o  
lo o k e  upon  t h e i r  m is e r a b le  p r e s e n t  s t a t e ,  a n d  f o r  h i s  
owne m e rc ie  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  sam e. The fam in e  i n c r e a s ­
i n g ,  an d  th e  in c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  t h e  men t h a t  we r e  m is ­
s i n g  b e in g  fo u n d , th e y  a g re e d  a m o n g s t th e m s e lv e s  r a t h ­
e r  t h a n  a l l  s h o u ld  p e r i s h ,  t o  c a s t  l o t s  who s h o u ld  be 
k i l l e d :  And su c h  was t h e  m e rc ie  o f  God, t h a t  th e  same
n i g h t  t h e r e  a r r i v e d  a F re n c h  s h i p  i n  t h a t  p o r t ,  w e l l  
f u r b i s h e d  w i th  v i t t a i l e ,  an d  s u c h  w as t h e  p o l i c i e  o f  
t h e  E n g l i s h ,  t h a t  th e y  becam e m a s te r s  o f  t h e  sam e, a n d

^ P r i n c i p a l  N a v i g a t io n s , 5 :3 3 ^ •
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c h a n g in g  s h i p s  a n d  v i t t a i l i n g  th e m , t h e y  s e t  s a y l e  t o  
come i n t o  E n g la n d . . • .

C e r t a in  m oneths a f t e r ,  t h o s e  F renchm en came i n t o  
E n g la n d , a n d  made c o m p la in t  t o  K ing H enry t h e  3 : t h e  
k in g  c a u s in g  th e  m a t t e r  t o  be e x am in e d , a n d  f i n d i n g  
t h e  g r e a t  d i s t r e s s  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t s ,  an d  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  
t h e  d e a l in g  so  w i th  t h e  F re n c h , was so  moved w i th  
p i t i e ,  t h a t  he  p u n is h e d  n o t  h i s  s u b j e c t s ,  b u t  o f  h i s  
owne p u r s e  made f u l l  an d  r o y a l l  recom pence u n to  t h e  
F re n c h .

T h is  e x p e d i t i o n  c a n  h a r d ly  be c o n s id e r e d  a s e r i o u s  

v o y ag e  o f  d i s c o v e r y .  I t  w as r a t h e r  i n  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  a  t o u r ­

i s t ’ s  c r u i s e  u n d e r  v e ry  in c o m p e te n t  g u id a n c e .  I t  m ust be 

n o te d  t h a t  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  w as p ro m o ted  by  " .g en tlem en  a d v e n ­

t u r e r s , w h o , w h a te v e r  t h e i r  b o o k -k n o w le d g e , h a d  no p r a c ­

t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  know ledge o f  v o y a g in g .  They w ere  n o t  

s a i l o r s ;  t h e y  w ere  la n d sm e n . The n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c a n n i b a l ­

is m , sa y s  W il l ia m s o n , " i n  a  c o u n tr y  sw arm ing  w i th  game a n d  a 

s e a  te e m in g  w i th  f i s h  c o u ld  h a r d ly  hav e  a r i s e n  i n  an  e x ­

p e d i t i o n  o r g a n iz e d  by  o th e r  th a n  a m a te u r s . "66  I t  i s  n o t  

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  no u s e f u l  r e s u l t s  came o u t  o f  t h i s  e x p e d i ­

t i o n .  H ow ever, t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  " g e n tle m a n  e x p lo r e r "  

i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  new l a n d  becom es 

more e v id e n t  a s  we c o n t i n u e ' th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s .

N o th in g  e l s e  i s  h e a r d  fro m  th e  n o r t h  s e a s  u n t i l  

1 5 4 1 , i n  a  p a s s a g e  i n  C hapuys’ s  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w i th

t h e  Q ueen o f  H ungary  on 26 M ay:

A bout tw o m onths ag o  t h e r e  was a  d e l i b e r a t i o n  
h e ld  i n  th e  P r iv y  C o u n c il  a s  t o  th e  e x p e d ie n c y  o f

^ P r i n c i p a l  N a v ig a t io n s . 5 :3 4 0 - 1 .

^ ^ M a ri t im e , p .  2 6 4 .
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s e n d in g  tw o  s h i p s  t o  th e  n o r t h e r n  s e a s  f o r  th e  p u r ­
p o se  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  a p a s s a g e  b e tw e e n  I c e la n d  an d  
E n g ro n la n d  (G re e n la n d )  f o r  t h e  n o r t h e r n  r e g i o n s ,  
w here  i t  w as th o u g h t  t h a t ,  ow ing t o  th e  e x tre m e  c o ld ,  
E n g l i s h  w o o l le n  c l o t h s  w o u ld  be v e ry  a c c e p ta b le  an d  
s e l l  f o r  a  good p r i c e .  To t h i s  en d  th e  K ing h a s  r e ­
t a i n e d  h e r e  f o r  some t im e  a p i l o t  fro m  S e v i l l e  w e l l  
v e r s e d  i n  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  s e a ,  th o u g h  i n  th e  end  
t h e  u n d e r t a k in g  h a s  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d , a l l  ow ing t o  
th e  K ing n o t  c h o o s in g  t o  a g r e e  t o  th e  p i l o t Ts  t e r m s ,  
so  t h a t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  A n t­
w erp  i s  s u r e  o f  n o t  l o s i n g  th e  commerce o f  w o o lle n  
c l o t h  o f  E n g l i s h  M a n u f a c tu re , b <

The id e a  o f  s e e k in g  new t r a d i n g  a r e a s  was now com ing 

i n t o  t h e  m inds o f  E n g l i s h  m e r c h a n ts .  Up t o  t h i s  t im e  th e  

s e a r c h  f o r  t r a d e  r o u t e s  by  way o f  th e  N o rth  A t l a n t i c  was 

a  s e r i e s  o f  h e r o i c  f a i l u r e s ,  b u t  to w a rd s  th e  end  o f  H enry 

V I I I ’ s  r e i g n  o t h e r  a d v e n t u r e r s  s e t  o u t  on t r a d i n g  e x p e d i­

t i o n s  t o  r e g i o n s  p a r t i a l l y  o c c u p ie d  by  th e  P o r tu g u e s e  an d  

w ere  m ore s u c c e s s f u l .  W il l ia m  H aw kins, f a t h e r  o f  A d m ira l 

S i r  Jo h n  H aw k in s, made a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  v o y a g es  t o  th e  c o a s t  

o f  B r a z i l  b e tw e e n  1530 a n d  1 5 3 2 . On t h e  f i r s t  he  to u c h e d  

a t  th e  c o a s t  o f  G u in e a , b u y in g  iv o r y  a n d  o th e r  p r o d u c ts  o f  

t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  th e n  he s a i l e d  t o  B r a z i l  w here  he t r a d e d  

t h e s e  w i th  n a t i v e s  f o r  b r a z i lw o o d ,  c o t t o n ,  m onkeys, p a r r o t s ,  

a n d  p e p p e r s .

S h a k e s p e a re  o f t e n  m e n tio n s  th e  t r a p p i n g s  o f  th e  

l a n d s  e x p lo r e d  by  th e  v o y a g e r s .  Among th em  a r e  p a r r o t s  

a n d  p a r a k e e t s .  As e a r l y  a s  1 4 9 2 , Colum bus h ad  w r i t t e n ,

’’T hey [ th e  n a t i v e s !  came t o  th e  b o a ts  o f  th e  v e s s e l s ,

^ M a r i t i m e , p .  2 6 5 . 
6$

M cCann, p .  5 9 .
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sw im m ing, b r in g in g  u s  p a r r o t s ,  c o t t o n  t h r e a d  i n  b a l l s ,  an d  

s p e a r s . "6 9  j / ja r ty r  n o te d  how common p a r r o t s  w ere  on  th e  

n o r th e r n  c o a s t  o f  S o u th  A m e ric a .7 0  G eorge A b b o t, i n  s p e a k ­

in g  o f  S o u th  A m erica , a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  "ab u n d a n c e  o f  

P a r r o t s , " 71 an d  a c c o r d in g  t o  L au d o n n i& re ', B r a z i l  w as known 

t o  some a s  " th e  la n d e  o f  P a r o t s . ;r72 s t r a c h e y  s a i d  he saw 

" P a r a k i to e s "  t h e r e  d u r in g  th e  w i n t e r .73

In  K ing H enry  th e  F o u r th  P a r t  I . Lady P e rc y  s a y s  

t o  H o ts p u r , "Come, . com e, y o u  p a r a q u i t o ,  a n sw e r m e ,"7 4  a n d  

i n  th e  same p la y  P r in c e  H enry s a y s ,  " T h a t e v e r  t h i s  f e l lo w  

s h o u ld  h av e  fe w e r  w o rd s  t h a n  a  p a r r o t ,  a n d  y e t  t h e  so n  o f  

a woman! "75  i n  The Comedy o f  E r r o r s . Drom io o f  E p h esu s  

r e f e r s  t o  " th e  p ro p h e c y  l i k e  t h e  p a r r o t , "76  a n £ ^n  K jng 

H enry th e  F o u r th  P a r t  I I . P r in c e  H enry  s a y s ,  "L ook ,

^ C h r is to p h e r  C o lum bus, " D is c o v e ry  o f  A m erica"  
(1 4 9 2 ) , t r a n s .  H. L . T hom as, i8 6 0  i n  A m erican  H i s to r y  T o ld  
by  C o n te m p o ra r ie s  e d .  A l b e r t  B u s h n e l l  H a r t  (New Y o rk : Mac­
m il la n  C o . ,' L ondon: M a c m illa n d  & C o ., L t d . ,  1 9 0 0 ) ,  1 :37*

7 0 p e te r  M a r ty r ,  De o rb e  n o v o , th e  e i g h t  D ecades o f  
P e t e r  M art y r  d 1 Angher a ; t r .  f ro m  th e  L a t i n  w i th  n o t e s  a n d  
i n t r o  due t i  on" b y  ~ F r  an’c i  s  A u g u s tu s  M acN utt (New Y ork and  L on­
don : G. P . P u tnam ’ s S o n s , 1 9 1 2 ) ,  1 :7 2 ,  2 5 4 .

7.1 George A b b o t, A B r i e f e  D e s c r ip t i o n  o f  t h e  W hole 
W orlde (L ondon: T . I u d f o n ,  1 5 9 9 ) ,  f o l .  E 2 ,

72P r i n c i p a l  N a v i g a t i o n s , 6 :2 3 3 *

7 3 w il l ia m  S t r a c h e y ,  H i s t o r i e  o f  T r a v a i l e  i n t o  V i r ­
g i n i a  B r i t a n n ia  e x p r e s s in g  t h e  c o sm o g ra p h ie  an d  c o m o d i t ie s  
o f  th e  c o u n tr y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  m anners an d  c u s to m e s  o f  
th e  p e o p le  (L ondon: H a k lu y t S o c i e ty  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1&49)
S e r .  2 , 1 0 3 :1 2 6 .

7 4 2 . 3 . 35 7 5 2 . 4 .  99  76 4# 4# 42
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w h e th e r  t h e  w i t h e r ’ d e l d e r  h a th  n o t  h i s  p o l l  c la w ’ d l i k e  • 

a  p a r r o t . "77 p a r r o t  i s  m e n tio n e d  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  more

t im e s  i n  t h e  p l a y s . 7$

A n o th e r  c r e a t u r e  r e g u l a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  

w e s te r n  l a n d s ,  w h ich  h ad  b e e n  m e n tio n e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

v o y a g e s  o f  C a b o t, w as t h e  m o n k e y .79 Jo h n  L e r i u s  i n  h i s  

T r a v e ls  l i s t e d  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a n im a ls  o f  B r a z i l  a s  

"m a rm o se ts , m u n k ie s , P a r r o t s . " ^  In  h i s  H i s to r y  o f  

T r a v a y le . E den s p e a k s  o f  "m onkeys an d  m a r m o s e t t e s ." ^ -

I n  The T e m p e s t, C a lib a n  p ro m is e s  T r in c u lo  t h a t
$2

he w i l l  t e a c h  h im  "how t o  s n a re  th e  n im b le  m a rm a z e t."  I n  

As You L ik e  I t , R o s a l in d  s a y s  sh e  w i l l  be  "m ore c la m o ro u s  

th a n  a p a r r o t  a g a i n s t  r a i n ,  more n e w - fa n g le d  t h a n  a n  a p e ;  

more g id d y  i n  my d e s i r e s  t h a n  a m o n k e y ." ^  By "new ­

f a n g le d "  sh e  may h av e  b e e n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  r e c e n t l y -  

i n t r o d u c e d  cu s to m  o f  E l i z a b e th a n s  k e e p in g  b o th  p a r r o t s  

a n d  m onkeys a s  p e t s . ^  Monkeys a r e  m e n tio n e d  tw e lv e  more 

t im e s  i n  th e  C anon . ^

7 7 2 .  4 .  259

7 % R 0 5 . 2 .  193 OTH 2 .  3 .  279 MV 1 .  1 .  53 
MV 3 .  5 .  46 ADO 1 .  1 .  136

^ R o b e r t  R a ls to n  C aw ley, The V o y a g e rs  a n d  E l i z a -  
t h a n  Drama (B o s to n : D. C. H ea th  a n d  C o ., L ondon : O x fo rd  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  193$)> P» 3 1 6 .

^ J o h a n n  Boemus, The M a n n e rs , L aw es. a n d  C ustom es 
o f  A l l  N a t io n s  t r .  Ed A s to n  (L ondon : G eorge E ld .  l 6 l l ) . n .
V3T.

^ - R ic h a r d  E den , The H is to r y  o f  T ra v a y le  i n  t h e  
W est a n d  E a s t  I n d i e s  (L ondon , 1 5 7 7 ) , p* 377*
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I n  B r a z i l ,  W il l ia m  H aw kins a v o id e d  th e  P o r tu g u e s e

a n d  t r a d e d  d i r e c t l y  w i th  th e  n a t i v e s ,  m aking f r i e n d s  w i th

th em  t o  su c h  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h a t  on h i s  s e c o n d  vo y ag e  th e y

a l lo w e d  one o f  t h e i r  c h i e f s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d  w i th  h im ,

w h i le  one o f  th e  c re w , M a r t in  C ockeram , s t a y e d  b e h in d  a s  
36a  h o s t a g e . ,  The B r a z i l i a n  c h i e f  was b ro u g h t  t o  E n g la n d

a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o  H enry  a t  W h i t e h a l l .  I n  r e p o r t i n g  th e

e p i s o d e ,  H a k lu y t w ro te  t h a t

. . .  a  B r a s i l i a n  k in g  b e in g  a r r i v e d ,  w as b r o u g h t  up 
t o  London an d  p r e s e n t e d  t o  K. H enry th e  3 , l y i n g  a s  
t h e n  a t  W h i t e - h a l l :  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  whom t h e  K ing  an d  
a l l  t h e  N o b i l i t i e  d id  n o t  a  l i t t l e  m a r v a i l e ,  a n d  n o t  
w i th o u t  c a u s e : f o r  i n  h i s  c h e e k e s  w ere  h o l e s  made a c ­
c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  sa v a g e  m an e r, an d  t h e r e i n  s m a l l  b o n e s  
w ere  p l a n t e d ,  s t a n d in g  one in c h  o u t  fro m  th e  s a i d  h o l e s ,  
w h ic h  i n  h i s  owne c o u n tr e y  was r e p u te d  f o r  a g r e a t  
b r a v e r i e .  He h a d  a l s o  a n o th e r  h o le  i n  h i s  n e t h e r  l i p ,  
w h e re in  was s e t  a  p r e c i o u s  s to n e  a b o u t  th e  b ig n e s  o f  
a  p e a s e :  a l l  h i s  a p p a r e l ,  b e h a v io u r ,  an d  g e s t u r e ,  w ere  
v e r y  s t r a n g e  t o  t h e  b e h o ld e r s .  '

I n  K ing  H enry t h e  E i g h t h , P o r t e r  s a y s :

W hat s h o u ld  you  d o , b u t  k nock  'em  down by  th e  d o z e n s?
I s  t h i s  M o o r f ie ld s  t o  m u s te r  in ?  o r  h a v e  we some 
s t r a n g e  I n d ia n  w i th  t h e  g g e a t  t o o l  come t o  c o u r t ,  
t h e  women so  b e s ie g e  u s ? 58

^ 22 . 2 . 177 ^ 4 . 1 , 1 4 5 -7  ^ C a w le y ,  p .  31$•
^ rM P  3 . 2 .  45 MND 2 . 1 .  131 MV 3 .  1 .  U 9

MV 3 .  1 .  123 ' 2H4 3 .  2 .  314  TIM 1 .  1 .  251 MAC 4 .  2 .  59
OTH 4 .  1 .  127 OTH 3 .  3 .  403 LR 2 . 4 . 9 OTH 4 . 1 .  263
CIM 1 .  6 .  39

M a r i t i m e . p .  2 6 6 .

^ P r i n c i p a l  N a v i g a t io n s . 3 :1 4 .

Sg5 .  3 .  3 2 -5
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B It A Z I L  I A N S A V A G -E-S
From an original Drawing attributed, to John White 
in the I*rint Room of the Mritish Museum

F i g .  7 .  From H a k l u y t ’ s  P r i n c i p a l  
N a v i g a t i o n s .

/
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" T o o l"  i n  S h a k e s p e a r ’ s t im e  m ean t W e a p o n  o f  w a r f a r e . "  

E n g lish m e n  w ere  a s t o n i s h e d  by  t h i s  h a b i t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  

o f  a lw a y s  c a r r y i n g  a w a r  w eapon .

E a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  f ro m  Columbus o n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e i r  d i s c o v e r i e s  w i t h  v i s i b l e  

p r o o f  o f  t h e i r  am az in g  c l a i m s ,  a n d  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f r i e n d ­

l i n e s s  an d  w arm th  e x te n d e d  t o  th em  b y  t h e  n a t i v e s ,  s t a r t e d  

t o  a b d u c t  I n d i a n s  and  b r i n g  th e m  b a c k  t o  E u r o p e .  On h i s  

f i r s t  v o y a g e ,  Columbus h a d  b r o u g h t  b a c k  n i n e  yo ung  m ale  

C ig u ag y a n s  t o  S p a in .  On v a r i o u s  p r e t e x t s ,  he  l a t e r  s e n t  

b a c k  t o  S p a in  s e v e r a l  s h i p l o a d s  o f  f i v e  t o  s i x  h u n d re d  

I n d i a n s  t o  be  s o l d  a s  s l a v e s .  The money f ro m  t h e s e  s a l e s  

was p r e s e n t e d  t o  h i s  Queen t o  h e l p  p a y  o f f  h e r  d e b t s .  

A m ericug  V e s p u c c i  h a d  in d u lg e d  i n  t h e  same p r a c t i c e ,  

t a k i n g  222 I n d i a n s  on h i s  f i r f e t  v o y ag e  t o  be  s o l d  a s  

s l a v e s  a l s o .

P r o b a b ly  t h e  f i r s t  I n d i a n s  s e e n  i n  E n g la n d  w ere  

t h r e e  c a p t i v e s  t h a t  w ere  p r e s e n t e d  t o  H enry  V I I  i n  1 5 0 2 .  

Jo h n  H a r r i s  i n  h i s  V oyages d e s c r i b e d  th em  a s  s p e a k in g  

" a  s t r a n g e  u n c o u th  t o n g u e ,  a n d  v e r y  b u t i s h  i n  t h e i r  b e ­

h a v i o u r . " ^  s to w , i n  1 5 0 2 , r e c o r d e d  t h a t  S e b a s t i a n  C abo t 

h ad  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  K ing , " o u te  o f  a n  H a n d  fo u n d e  by  m er-  

c h a u n t s  o f  B r i s t o l l  f a r r e  byond  I r e l a n d . "  t h r e e  n a t i v e s  

c l a d  i n  b e a s t s ’ s k i n s ,  who a t e  raw m ea t  a n d  sp oke  a com-

^ C a r o l y n  Thomas Forem an, I n d i a n s  A broad  1 4 9 3 -  
1 9 3 9 . (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k lahom a, 1 9 4 3 ) ,  P P • 3 -4  •

^ F o r e m a n ,  p p .  $ - 1 6 .



Fig. 8. AN INDIAN CHIEF
T h eo d o re  De E r y rs  e n g r a v in g  a f t e r  Jo h n  W h i t e fs  p a i n t i n g .  
From L o r a n t ’s  The New W orld .
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p l e t e l y  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  l a n g u a g e • Two o f  t h e s e  w ere  s e e n  

two y e a r s  l a t e r  a t  t h e  c o u r t  i n  W e s tm in s t e r  so  t r a n s f o r m e d  

t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  h a r d l y  be t o l d  f ro m  E n g l i s h m e n .91

W h e re v e r  t h e s e  c a p t i v e s  w e n t ,  enorm ous crow ds f o l ­

low ed  them  a b o u t  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  L ondon . I t  was p r o b a b ly  

i n  d i s g u s t  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  h a d  T r i n c u l o  r e m a rk  i n  The 

T e m p e s t ;

Were I  i n  E n g la n d  now, a s  once  I  w a s ,  a n d  h a d  b u t  
t h i s  f i s h  p a i n t e d ,  n o t  a  h o l i d a y  f o o l  t h e r e  b u t  
w ould  g iv e  a p i e c e  o f  s i l v e r :  t h e r e  w o u ld  t h i s  mon­
s t e r  make a  man; a n y  s t r a n g e  b e a s t  m akes a man: when 
t h e y  w i l l  n o t  g iv e  a  d o i t  t o  r e l i e v e  a lam e b e g g a r ,  
t h e y  w i l l  l a y  o u t  t e n  t o  s e e  a d e a d  I n d i a n . ^ 2

T r i n c u l o  i s  b r i n g i n g  up  f o u r  p o i n t s  i n  t h i s  s p e e c h .  F i r s t ,  

he  i s  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  a r e  somewhat su b -h u m an , r e ­

f l e c t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n  o f  E n g lish m e n  a t  t h e  t i m e .

He c a l l s  t h i s  one a  " f i s h , ” a  " m o n s t e r , "  a " b e a s t . "  S ec ­

on d , he  i s  m o ck ing  t h e  c u s to m  o f  E n g lish m e n  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e s e  

s t r a n g e  c r e a t u r e s  on  d i s p l a y  a n d  c h a r g i n g  a d m i s s io n  f o r  v iew ­

i n g  th e m . When he  s a y s  "make a man" h e  m eans "make a man 

r i c h . "  T h i r d ,  he  i s  b e i n g  s a r c a s t i c  a b o u t  a m an’ s  c u r i o s i t y  

b e i n g  so  g r e a t  t h a t  he  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  p ay  t o  s e e  a " m o n s t e r . "  

F o u r t h ,  he  i s  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  E n g l i s h m e n ,  th o u g h  

o r d i n a r i l y  so  t i g h t - f i s t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  money t h a t  t h e y  won’ t  

h e l p  a b e g g a r ,  w i l l ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  d ro p  a  f i s t f u l  o f  c o in s  

t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  own c u r i o s i t y .  H av ing  t h e  f i s h  " p a i n t e d "

Jo h n  S to w , A Summarie o f  t h e  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Eng­
l a n d  (L ondon, 1 5 9 0 ) ,  p .  4 4 4 .

922 . 2 . 2S -34 .



79

i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p a i n t  w orn  by  t h e  I n d i a n s .

S in c e  a n  I n d i a n ,  dead  o r  a l i v e ,  was s u c h  a g r e a t  

c u r i o s i t y ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some u n s c r u p u lo u s  showman 

m ig h t  h a v e  made a p r o f i t  by e x h i b i t i n g  a n  I n d i a n  i n  e i t h e r  

s t a t e .  S te p h a n o  s a y s ,  ’'W hat’ s  t h e  m a t t e r ?  Have we d e v i l s  

H ere?  Do y o u  p u t  t r i c k s  upon u s  w i t h  s a v a g e s ,  a n d  men o f  

I n d e ? n93 D id  S te p h a n o  mean by  " t r i c k s "  t h e  r u s e  o f  e x ­

h i b i t i n g  a d e a d  I n d i a n  a s  a " s l e e p i n g  I n d i a n " ?  I n  F u r n e s s  

t h e r e  i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  S i r  M a r t in  F r o b i s h e r  . . . b r o u g h t  home 
- I n d i a n s .  . . .  i n  1577 . . .  a  man, a  woman, a n d  a c h i l d .  
The man u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d i e d  a t  B r i s t o l ,  b u t  w as t a k e n  t o  
L ondon , a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  b u r i e d  i n  S t .  O la v e ’ s  c h u r c h ­
y a r d .  T h is  g ro u p  a t t r a c t e d  "a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a t t e n t i o n , "  
s a y s  H a l l i w e l l ,  . ♦ .

I t  i s  n o t  im p ro b a b le  t h a t  t h e  m an’ s  bo dy  w as pub­
l i c l y  shown i n  London, o t h e r w i s e  i t  w ou ld  be  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t s  h a v in g  b e e n  rem oved f ro m  B r i s t o l ;
. . .  I t  i s  m ost l i k e l y  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  " d e a d  I n d i a n "  
r e a c h e d  S h a k e s p e a re  i n  one way o r  o t h e r . ° 4

From t h e s e  e a r l y  y e a r s  e v e n  i n t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n ­

t u r y ,  showmen i n  E n g la n d  w ere  a b l e  t o  a t t r a c t  g r e a t  c ro w d s  

by  p u t t i n g  I n d i a n s  on e x h i b i t i o n .  I n  t h e  Drama C o l l e c t i o n  

a t  L in c o ln  C e n t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g ro u p  o f  p h o to g r a p h s  o f  e n ­

t e r t a i n m e n t  p o s t e r s  f ro m  E n g la n d  a n n o u n c in g  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  

o f  " w i l d  s a v a g e s . "  The A rden  E d i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t

932 .  2 .  5 9 -60

%  New V a rio ru m  E d i t i o n  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e : The Tem­
p e s t  e d .  H orace  Howard F u r n e s s  ( P h i l a .  & L ondon: J .  B. 
L i p p i n c o t t  C o . ,  1 9 2 £ ) , p p .  1 2 9 -3 0 .
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Many I n d i a n s  w ere  b r o u g h t  b a c k  f ro m  A m erica ' a n d  e x ­
h i b i t i o n s  w ere  p r o f i t a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  a n d  w ere  a  r e g ­
u l a r  f e a t u r e  o f  c o l o n i a l  p o l i c y  u n d e r  Jam es I ,  The 
e x h i b i t s  r a r e l y  s u r v i v e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  . .

When t h e  c a p t i v e  I n d i a n s  w ere  p r e s e n t e d  a t  C o u r t ,  

c u r i o s i t y  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  women, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  men, i n  

d r o v e s  t o  s e e  t h e s e  s a v a g e s  whose b o d i e s  w ere  p a i n t e d  w i t h  

s t r a n g e  d e s i g n s ,  whose h e a d s  s u p p o r t e d  f e a t h e r e d  c ro w n s ,  

and  who c a r r i e d  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  b r a n d  o f  " t o o l s "  on th e m . 

A p p a r e n t ly  no one was r e a d y  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  . s t r a n g e  c r e ­

a t u r e — a n  I n d i a n — a s  a  human, e q u a l  t o  h i m s e l f .  I n  The 

T e m p e s t . S te p h a n o ,  when he  f i r s t  s e e s  C a l i b a n ,  who may be 

a sym bol o f  t h e  A m e ric a n  I n d i a n ,  t h i n k s  o f  " d e v i l s , "  

" s a v a g e s , "  a n d  "some m o n s te r  o f  t h e  i s l e . "  T r i n c u l o  r e ­

f e r s  t o  C a l i b a n  a s  " a b o m in a b le  m o n s te r "  and  " I n d i a n . "

Many w r i t e r s  a r e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  c r e a t e d  

th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  C a l i b a n  d i r e c t l y  o u t  o f  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  t h e  C a n n ib a l  I n d i a n s  o r  A n th ro p o p h a g i  i n  P i g a f e t t a ' s  

r e p o r t  o f  M a g e l l a n ’ s  v oy ag e  t o  B r a z i l  i n  1 5 19 :
c
. . . t h e y  d e p a r t e d  f ro m  t h i s  l a n d e  a n d  s a y l e d  

t o  t h e  x x x i i i  d e g re e  a n d  a h a l f e  to w a rd  t h e  p o l e  An- 
t a r t i k e  w h e re  t h e y  fo u n d  a g r e a t  r y u e r  o f  f r e s s h e  
w a t e r  a n d  c e r t e y n e  C a n i b a l e s .  . . . Owre men p u r s u e d  
th e m , b u t  t h e y  w e re  so  s w y f te  o f  f o o t e  t h a t  t h e y  
c o u ld e  n o t  o u e r t a k e  th e m  . . . one daye  by chau n ce  
t h e y  e s p y e d  a man o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a g i a n t e ,  who 
came t o  t h e  h a u e n  d a u n sy n g  and  sy n g y n g e ,  a n d  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  seem ed t o  c a s t  d u s t  o u e r  h i s  h e a d e  . . . T h is  
g i a n t e  was so  b y g g e ,  t h a t  t h e  h e ad e  o f  one o f  owr 
men o f  a  meane s t a t u r e ,  came b u t  t o  h i s  w a s t e .  He 
w as o f  good c o r p o r a t u r e  a n d  w e l l  made i n  a l l  p a r t e s  
o f  h i s  b o d i e ,  w i t h  a  l a r g e  v y sa g e  p a i n t e d  w i t h  d y u e r s  
c o l o u r e s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  m ost  p a r t e  y e lo w e .  Vppon h i s

^ ^ The A rd en  E d i t i o n  o f  th e  Works o f  W i l l i a m  S h ak e ­
s p e a r e :  The T em pest (C a m b rid g e .  1 9 5 4 ) .  e d .  F ra n k  Kermode. p .  6 2 .
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1 a  A  Ufc

C annibals; detail of an engrav ing  o f 1621.

F i g .  9 . From The L e t t e r  o f  Colum bus
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c h e e k e s  w ere  p y n te d  two h a r t e s ,  and  r e d d e  c i r c l e s  
ab o w t h i s  e y e s .  The h e a r e  o f  h i s  h e a d d e  was c o l o u r ­
ed w h y te  a n d  h i s  a p p a r e l l  was t h e  sk y n n e  o f  a b e a s t e  
sow de t o g y t h e r .  T h is  b e a s t e  ( a s  seem ed vnto them )
h a d  a l a r g e  h e a d e  and  g r e a t  e a r e s  ly k e  v n to  a m u le ,
w i t h  a body  o f  a cam el a n d  t a y l e  o f  a h o r s e .  The 
f e e t e  o f  t h e  g i a n t e  w e re  fb u ld e d  i n  t h e  skynne  a f t e r
t h e  m aner o f  shoos-, 9°

" T h i s  b e a s t e "  i s  e c h o e d  i n  P r o s p e r o ’s  w ords when 

h e  c a l l s  C a l ib a n  "a  f r e c k l e d  w h e lp ,  hag  b o r n — n o t  h o n o re d  

w i t h  /  A human s h a p e . 97 T r i n c u l o  on f i r s t  s e e i n g  C a l ib a n  

c r i e s :

What h a v e  we h e r e ?  a man o r  f i s h ?  d e ad  o r  a l i v e ?
A f i s h :  h e  s m e l l s  l i k e  a f i s h ;  a . v e r y  a n c i e n t  a n d  
f i s h - l i k e  s m e l l ;  a k in d  o f ,  n o t  o f  t h e  n e w e s t ,
P o o r - J o h n .  A s t r a n g e  f i s h !  . . . Legged l i k e  a man!
a n d  h i s  f i n s  l i k e  a rm s! Warm, o ’ my t r o t h !  I  do 
now l e t  l o o s e  my o p i n i o n ,  h o l d  i t  no l o n g e r — t h i s  
i s  no f i s h ,  b u t  an  i s l a n d e r  . . .98

L a t e r  h e  s a y s ,  "Why, th o u  d e b o s h ’ d f i s h  t h o u  . . . W i l t

t h o u  t e l l  a m o n s t ro u s  l i e ,  b e i n g  h a l f  f i s h  a n d  h a l f  a

monster?"99 j n Act III , G o n za lo  s a y s :

I f  i n  N a p le s
I  s h o u l d  r e p o r t  t h i s  now, w ould  th e y  b e l i e v e  me?
I f  I  s h o u l d  s a y ,  I  saw s u c h  i s l a n d e r s , —
F o r ,  c e r t e s ,  t h e s e  a r e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  i s l a n d , —
Who, th o u g h  t h e y  a r e  o f  m o n s t ro u s  s h a p e ,  y e t ,  n o t e ,  
T h e i r  m anners  a r e  more g e n t l e — k in d  t h a n  o f  
O ur human g e n e r a t i o n  y o u Qs h a l l  f i n d  
Many, n a y ,  a lm o s t  a n y . ^

To r e t u r n  t o  H aw kins , a f t e r  h i s  v o y a g e s ,  t h e  m er­

c h a n t s  o f  S o u th a m p to n  and  London s t a r t e d  t o  f o l lo w  h i s  e x -

9^ F i r s t  T h re e  E n g l i s h  B o o k s , p .  25 1 . 

971 .  2 .  2 8 3 -4  

9^ 2 . 2 .  2 5 -3 0  

992 .  2 .  3 5 - 7  

1003 .  2 . ' 2 7 - 3 4



P i g .  1 0 .  " F o u r  l e g s  and  two v o i c e s :  A m ost d e l i c a t e  
m o n s t e r 1" The T e m p e s t . A c t  I I ,  s c ,  l i .  Prom The 
Tem pest w i th  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  C o lo u r  by P a u l  Wood-  
r o f f e  and Songs by J o s e p h  M o o ra t .
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a m p le ,  m aking t h e  same voyage  so  r e g u l a r l y  t h a t  i n  1542 

t h e y  b u i l t  a f o r t i f i e d  s t a t i o n  on t h e  B r a z i l i a n  c o a s t .

The o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  F re n ch  w ar i n  1544  p u t  a l l  o c e a n ­

g o in g  s h i p s  i n t o  n a v a l  s e r v i c e  an d  o v e r s e a s  t r a d e  was 

a g a i n  n e g l e c t e d . 101 W il l ia m s o n  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  a c h i e v e ­

m en ts  o f  t h e  e a r l y  T udors  w ou ld  p r o b a b l y  a p p e a r  t o  u s  i n  

a more i m p r e s s iv e  l i g h t  i f  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  c o n te m p o ra ry  

c h r o n i c l e r s  r e c o r d i n g  t h e i r  h e r o i s m .

B ut t h e  E n g l i s h  c h r o n i c l e r s  t o o k  no i n t e r e s t  i n  b a r ­
r e n  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  and  s u c c e s s f u l  men i n  a c t i o n  l i k e  
W il l ia m  Hawkins had  o f t e n  good  r e a s o n  f o r  r e m a in i n g  
s i l e n t  on t r a n s a c t i o n s  whose s t r i c t  l e g a l i t y  was 
q u e s t i o n a b l e .  When R ic h a r d  E den , o u r  f i r s t  h i s t o r ­
i a n  o f  d i s c o v e r y ,  began  to  w r i t e  i n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  
M ary , t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  e x p e d i t i o n s  w e re  a l ­
r e a d y  l o s t ;  a n d  when t h e  i n d u s t r i o u s  R ic h a r d  H a k lu y t  
a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  made h i s  g r e a t  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  E n g l i s h  v o y a g e s  he c o u ld  f i n d  n o t h i n g  b u t  f r a g ­
m en ts  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  T udor s o v e r e i g n s .
He c o u ld  o n ly  la m e n t  t h e  g r e a t  n e g l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  
w r i t e r s  o f  t h o s e  t im e s ,  who s h o u l d  h a v e  u s e d  more 
c a r e  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  m em ories  o f  t h e  w o r th y  a c t s  
o f  o u r  n a t i o n .

The L i t e r a t u r e  on A m e r i c a : 1493-1533 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  America 

was n o t  a f o r c e f u l  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  E n g l i s h m e n .

John  C a b o t ’s  voyage  i n  1497 h a d  c a u s e d  some e x c i t e m e n t  b u t  

v o y a g e s  t o  A m erica , e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f i s h i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  

w ere  g e n e r a l l y  a d i s a p p o in t m e n t .  The l a n d  was c o l d ,  i t s  

p r o d u c t s  w ere  o f  l i t t l e  v a l u e ,  and  t h e  p a r t s  t h a t  w e re  a t ­

t r a c t i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  warm c l i m a t e  a n d  g o ld  d e p o s i t s

3-Q3-A S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  7 6 .  

102 I b i d . ,  p .  77 .



w e re  d a n g e r o u s — t h e y  b e lo n g e d  t o  S p a in  a n d  P o r t u g a l .  Yet 

even  u n d e r  t h e s e  u n f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e r e  was s t i l l  

some r e f e r e n c e  t o  A m erica  a n d  t o  " t h e  new fo u n d e  l a n d e "  

i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  R i c h a r d  Eden w r o te  t h a t  " t h e  f i r s t  Eng­

l i s h  book  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  word Am erica (A rm en ica)  was Of 

t h e  newe l a n d e s  a n d  o f  ve  p e o p le  f o u n d e  bv  t h e  m e s s e n g e r s  

o f  t h e  kvnge  o f  p o r t v n g a l e  named E m a n u e l . "  T h is  book  was 

p r i n t e d  i n  A ntw erp  a b o u t  1511 a n d  c o n t a i n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s t a t e m e n t :  "By t h e  c o o s t e  o f  S e la n d e s  t h e r e  we a t  ye  l a s t e  

w en t a  l a n d e  b u t  t h a t  l a n d e  i s  n o t  nowe knowen f o r  t h e r e  

h au e  no m a s t e r s  w r y te n  t h e r o f  n o r  i t  k now ethe  and  i t  i s  

named A rm e n ic a ." 1 0 3

C h r i s t o p h e r  Columbus l e f t  b e h in d  t h r e e  g ro u p s  o f  

w r i t i n g s  t h a t  t e l l  o f  h i s  f i r s t  v o y a g e :  h i s  lo g b o o k ,  h i s  

m a n u s c r i p t  l e t t e r s  a n d  d o c u m e n ts ,  a n d  t h e  p r i n t e d  "Colum­

b u s  L e t t e r . "  The lo g b o o k  was n o t  p u b l i s h e d  u n t i l  1325 i n  

N a v a r r e t e ’s  C o l e c c i o n  de l o s  v i a g e s : t h e  f o r t y - t w o  manu­

s c r i p t  l e t t e r s  a n d  d o c u m e n ts  w ere  n e v e r  p u b l i s h e d ;  and  

t h e r e  w ere  two v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  " L e t t e r , "  one  a d d r e s s e d  

t o  L o u is  de S a n t a n g e l ,  d a te d  15 F e b r u a r y  1493 , o f f  t h e  

C anary  I s l a n d s ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  G a b r i e l  S a n ­

c h e z ,  d a t e d  14 M arch 1 4 9 3 , a t  L i s b o n .  They w ere  v e r y  

much a l i k e  i n  f a c t s ,  t h o u g h t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  d a t a .  The l e t ­

t e r  t o  S a n t a n g e l  was p r i n t e d  i n  B a r c e lo n a  i n  S p a n i s h ;  t h e  

l e t t e r  t o  S a n c h ez  was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  L a t i n .  B e fo re  1500 

t h e r e  w e re  two e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  l e t t e r  an d  n i n e

1 0 3 F i r s t .  T h r e e  E n g l i s h  B ooks, p .  x x v i i .
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The islands discovered by Columbus; in the illustrated edition of the Columbus letter, 1493,

I
F i g .  1 1 .  From The L e t t e r  o f  C o lum bus.
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e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  L a t i n  v e r s i o n ,  a t  Rome, A n tw erp , B a s e l  a n d  

P a r i s .  The l a t t e r  was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  German i n  1497  and  

i n t o  I t a l i a n  i n  Rome an d  F l o r e n c e  i n  1 500 . W ith in  f i v e  

y e a r s  o f  i t s  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t y p e ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  r e p r i n ­

t e d  s i x t e e n  t i m e s . -**04

I n  t h i s  l e t t e r  o f  1 4 9 3 ,  Columbus s a i d  he  h ad  

r e a c h e d  t h e  I n d i a n  Sea a n d  c a l l e d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  " I n d i ­

a n s .  ”105 When he  d i e d  i n  1506  h e  was s t i l l  c l i n g i n g  t o  

t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  h e  h a d  fo u n d  t h e  s h o r t e s t  way t o  t h e  I n d i e s .  

"The I n d i e s "  a n d  rThe New W orld"  w ere  t h e  common d e s i g n a t i o n s  

g i v e n  t o  t h e  l a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  o c e a n .  When i t  was f i n a l l y  r e ­

a l i z e d  t h a t  Columbus h a d  r e a c h e d  a new c o n t i n e n t ,  t h e  t e r m  

,lW est I n d i e s "  was u s e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  new l a n d  from  

t h e  I n d i e s  i n  t h e  O r i e n t .

By t h e  t im e  The Comedy o f  E r r o r s  was w r i t t e n ,  i n  

w h ich  t h e  name "A m erica"  i s  u s e d ,  t h e  name f o r  t h e  New W o rld  

was i n s c r i b e d  on m ost o f  t h e  maps a n d  g l o b e s  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  

y e a r s ,  b u t  i n  e v e r y - d a y  s p e e c h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p le  

s t i l l  u s e d  t h e  name " I n d i e s "  f o r  t h e  new ly  d i s c o v e r e d  l a n d .  

The o l d  u s a g e  l i n g e r e d  o n .

One o f  t h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  r e f e r ­

e n c e s  t o  A m erica a r e  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  word a c ­

t u a l l y  d i d  n o t  come i n t o  common u s a g e  u n t i l  more t h a n  a h u n ­

d r e d  y e a r s  a f t e r  Columbus d i e d .  When A n t ip h o lu s  s a y s ,

"Where A m e ric a ,  t h e  I n d i e s ? "  a s  i f  Dromio w i l l  s u r e l y  know

■ ^^R ando lph  G r e e n f i e l d  Adams, The Case o f  t h e  C o l­
umbus L e t t e r  (New Y ork : New York U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  p p .  1 - 1 4 .
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F i g .  1 2 .  From H a k l u y t ’ s  P r i n c i p a l  
N a v i g a t io n s .
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t h e  " I n d i e s "  even  i f  h e  d o e s  n o t  know "A m e r ic a ,"  h e  i s  a c ­

t u a l l y  a l e r t i n g  u s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  wo do n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  A m erica  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  t o  t h e  " I n d i e s . "

What i s  hum orous i n  The Comedy o f  E r r o r s  i s  t h a t  

i t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  " t h e  a n c i e n t  c i t y  o f  E p h eseu s"  b e f o r e  t h e  

t i m e  o f  P l a u t u s .  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  a n a c h ro n is m  h e r e  i s  p u r e  

j e s t .  He s p e a k s  o f  " r u b i e s ,  c a r b u n c l e s ,  s a p p h i r e s "  on t h e  

n o s e  o f  t h e  " k i t c h e n - w e n c h . "  T h is  i s  a j i b e  a t  t h e  g e n e r ­

a l  o p i n i o n  o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  t h a t  f a b u l o u s  r i c h e s  w ere  

t o  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  New W o rld .  S p a in ,  w hich  h a s  s e n t  "w h o le  

a rm a d a s "  t o  t h e  New W orld  i n  s e a r c h  o f  r i c h e s ,  a l s o  g e t s  

i t s  s h a r e  o f  r i b b i n g  i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e .

The W est I n d i e s  i s  m e n t io n e d  i n  As vou L ik e  I t  

when R o s a l in d  f i n d s  O r l a n d o ' s  poem f a s t e n e d  t o  a  t r e e  a n d  

r e a d s  i t :

From t h e  e a s t  t o  w e s t e r n  I n d ,
No j e w e l  i s  l i k e  R o s a l in d .
H er  w o r t h ,  b e in g  m ounted  on t h e  

w in d ,
T h ro u g h  a l l  t h e _ w o r ld  b e a r s  

R o s a l i n d .  '

T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  g l im p s e  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  s a t i r e  o n  h i s  con ­

t e m p o r a r i e s  who b e l i e v e d  t h e  " w e s t e r n  In d "  abounded i n  j e w e l s  

a n d  w e a l t h .  F o r  h a d n ’ t  Columbus w r i t t e n ,  " . . .  when I  

d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  I n d i e s ,  I  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  composed t h e  r i c h ­

e s t  l o r d s h i p  i n  t h e  w o r l d ;  I  sp o k e  o f  g o ld  an d  p e a r l s  a n d

1053 . 2 . 89-92
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p r e c i o u s  s t o n e s  . . . "106  j ^ s  i e ^ e r ?

T h e re  was g r e a t  c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  

o f  t h e  New W o rld .  As d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  

t h e i r  h a b i t s  a n d  t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e s  s t a r t e d  t o  t r i c k l e  

t h r o u g h ,  E n g lish m e n  becam e e v e r - m o re  c u r i o u s .  I t  i s  

o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a  s u b j e c t  so  f a s c i n ­

a t i n g  t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  h i s  t im e  s h o u l d  be  s c a t t e r e d  

th r o u g h o u t  S hakespeare ." .s  p l a y s .  I n  A M id su m m er-N ig h t’s  

Dream Puck s a y s :

The k i n g  d o th  k e e p  h i s  r e v e l s  h e r e  t o n i g h t ;
Take h e e d  t h e  q u een  come n o t  w i t h i n  h i s  s i g h t ;
F o r  O beron  i s  p a s s i n g  f e l l  a n d  w r a th ,
B ecau se  t h a t  s h e ,  a s  h e r  a t t e n d a n t ,  h a t h  
A l o v e l y  b o y ,  s t o l ' n  f ro m  a n  I n d i a n  k i n g ;
She n e v e r  h ad  s o  s w e e t  a  c h a n g e l i n g :
And J e a l o u s  O beron w o u ld  h a v e  t h e  c h i l d  1
K n ig h t  o f  h i s  t r a i n ,  t o  t r a c e  t h e  f o r e s t  w i l d ; l u '

The m e n t io n  o f  " f o r e s t  w i ld "  s u g g e s t s  t h e  I n d i a n  boy i s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  w i l d  f o r e s t s  o f  A m erica  r a t h e r  t h a n  

w i t h - t h e  O r i e n t .  A l s o ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  w as " s t o l Tn" 

w ould  mean h e  was more l i k e l y  t o  be  one o f  t h e  many k i d ­

napp ed  A m erican  I n d i a n s  t h a n  an  E a s t  I n d i a n  b o y .  T i t a n i a  

s a y s :

Why a r t  t h o u  h e r e ,
Come f ro m  t h e  f u r t h e s t  s t e e p  o f  I n d i a ,
But t h a t ,  f o r s o o t h ,  t h e  b o u n c in g  Amaxon,
Y our b u s k i n ’ d m i s t r e s s  a n d - i r a u r  w a r r i o r  l o v e ,
To T h e s e u s  m ust be  w edded?1U0

lO ^C o lum bu s , A m erican  H i s t o r y  T o ld  bv ( H a r t ) , . 1 : 4 6  

1 0 7 2 .  1 .  IB -2 5  

10S 2 .  1 .  6 9 -7 3
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The " b o u n c in g  Amazon" may h av e  been  s u g g e s t e d  by  t h e  d e s ­

c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Amazons i n  M a r t y r ' s  r e p o r t  o f  C o lum b us’ s  

se c o n d  v o y a g e :

By t h e  waye t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  from  t h e  N o r t h e .  A 
g r e a t  I l a n d e  w hich  t h e  c a p t i u e s  t h a t  w e re  t a k e n  
i n  H i s p a n i o l a . c a u le d  M adan ino . o r  M a t i n i n o : A f f i r m -  
y i n g e  i t  t o  b e  i n h a b i t e d  o n ly  w i th  women: To whome 
t h e  C a n ib a l e s  haue  a c c e s s e  a t  c e r t e n  ty m es  o f  t h e  
y e a r e ,  a s  i h  owlde tym e t h e  T h r a c ia n s  h a d  t o  t h e  
Amazones i n  t h e  I l a n d e  o f  L esbos . . .1 0 9

I n  L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r 's  L o s t  t h e r e  i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

" s a v a g e  man o f  I n d e , "  w h ich  c o u ld  h av e  m ean t o n l y  a n  Amer­

i c a n  I n d i a n  i f  t h e  word " s a v a g e "  was u s e d .  Berowne s a y s :

Did t h e y ,  q u o th  you? Who s e e s  t h e  h e a v e n ly  
R o s a l i n e ,

T h a t ,  l i k e  a ru d e  an d  s a v a g e  man o f  I n d e ,
At t h e  f i r s t  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  g o rg e o u s  e a s t .
Bows n o t  h i s  v a s s a l  h e a d ;  and  s t r u c k e n  b l i n d  
K i s s e s  t h e  b a s e  g ro und  w i t h  o b e d i e n t  b r e a s t ? H °

"Rude a n d  s a v a g e "  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  Columbus t h o u g h t  

h a d  come fro m  a n o t h e r  p l a n e t  when h e  f i r s t  saw  th em , c r e ­

a t u r e s  w hose e y e s  w ere  e n c i r c l e d  w i t h  p a i n t ,  r e n d e r i n g  

t h e i r  e x p r e s s i o n s  f e r o c i o u s ,  whose l o n g  and  c o a r s e  h a i r  

was c ro w n ed  w i th  f e a t h e r e d  h e a d d r e s s e s ,  a n d  w hose  a rm s 

w ere  boun d  above  a n d  be low  t h e  m u sc le s  t o  make th em  s w e l l  

t o  a l a r g e r  s i z e .

T hese  s a v a g e s  w ere  b e l i e v e d  t o  be su n  w o r s h i p p e r s .  

Columbus r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  o f  G u ad a lu p ea  "knowe 

none  o t h e r  god t h a n  t h e  Sunne an d  m oone."112 B erow ne, i n

1 0 9 F i r s t  T h ree  E n g l i s h  B o o k s , p .  6 9 .

1104 . 3 .  2 1 3 -2 2 .
l l l p o r e m a n ,  p .  4 . 112F i r s t  T h re e  E n g l i s h , p .  6 9 .
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F i g .  13 .OFFERING THE SKIN OF A STAG TO THE SUN 

T heodore  De B r y ’ s e n g r a v i n g  a f t e r  a  p a i n t i n g  o f  J a c q u e s  l e  

Moyne de M orgues , t h e  a r t i s t  who came t o  t h e  New W orld w i th  

t h e  H u gueno ts  i n  1 5 6 4 . From L o r a n t ’ s  The New W orld .
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t h e  s p e e c h  q u o te d  a b o v e ,  r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  c u s to m  o f  t h e  I n ­

d i a n s  when h e  s a y s ,  ”A t t h e  f i r s t  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  g o rg e o u s  

e a s t ,  /  Bows n o t  h i s  v a s s a l  h e a d ;  a n d ,  s t r u c k e n  b l i n d ,  /  

K i s s e s  t h e  b a s e  g ro u n d  w i th  o b e d i e n t  b r e a s t ? ” L a t e r  he  

s a y s :

We num ber n o t h i n g  t h a t  we sp e n d  f o r  you :
Our d u ty  i s  so  r i c h ,  so  i n f i n i t e ,
T h a t  we may do i t  s t i l l  w i t h o u t  a c c o u n t .
V o u c h sa fe  t o  show t h e  s u n s h i n e  o f  y o u r  f a c e ,
T h a t  we, l i k e  s a v a g e s ,  may w o r s h ip  i t . 11^

S u n w o rs h ip p in g  i s  b r o u g h t  up a g a i n  i n  A L U s W ell  t h a t  Ends

W e l l . H e lena  s a y s :

I  know I  l o v e  i n  v a i n ,  s t r i v e  a g a i n s t  h o p e ;
Y et i n  t h i s  c a p t i o u s  a n d  i n t e n i b l e  s i e v e  
I  s t i l l  p o u r  i n  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  my l o v e ,
And l a c k  n o t  t o  l o s e  s t i l l :  t h u s ,  I n d i a n - l i k e ,
R e l i g i o u s  i n  m ine e r r o r ,  I  a d o r e
The s u n ,  t h a t  lo o k s  upon  h i s  w o r s h i p p e r ,
But knows o f  h im  no m o re . ^

H e len a  i s  c o n f e s s i n g  t o  h e r  m o th e r  h e r  h o p e l e s s  lo v e  f o r

B e r t r a m .

S h a k e s p e a re  may h a v e  h a d  i n  mind t h e  r e l a t i o n  

b e tw ee n  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  an d  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  s c e n e s  i n  

The T em pest b e tw e e n  S te p h an o  a n d  C a l i b a n .  S te p h a n o  won 

h i s  way p a r t l y  w i t h  C a l ib a n  by  p r e t e n d i n g  t o  h a v e  d e s ­

cen d e d  from  t h e  h e a v e n s . ^ 5  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  

h e  h ad  s e i z e d  t o  e d u c a te  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  Columbus had  

w r i t t e n :

1 W 5 . 2 .  193 -20 2  

11/fl .  3 .  2 02 -8  

1 152 , 2
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They a r e  com ing w i t h  me now, y e t  a lw a y s  b e l i e v i n g  
t h a t  I  d e sc e n d e d  f ro m  h e a v e n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  h av e  
b e e n  l i v i n g  w i t h  u s  f o r  a lo n g  t i m e ,  and  a r e  l i v i n g  
w i t h  u s  t o - d a y .  And t h e s e  men w ere  t h e  f i r s t  who 
a n n o u n c e d  i t  w h e re v e r  we l a n d e d ,  c o n t i n u a l l y  p r o ­
c l a i m i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  i n  a lo u d  v o ic e , - " C o m e ,  come, 
a n d  y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  p e o p l e . "  &

T h e re  w ere  a l s o  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h e

I n d i a n s  show ed f o r  p r e c i o u s  m e t a l s  a n d  s t o n e s .  From t h e

i n f o r m a t i o n  M a r ty r  g a t h e r e d  f ro m  C o lum bus’ s  l e t t e r s  he

w r o te :

W hyle h e  £ th e  A d m i r a l  was b u y l d y in g e ,  t h e  i n h a b i t -  
a n t e s  b e in g e  d e s i r o u s  o f  h a u k e s  b e l l e s  and  o t h e r  o f  
ow re  t h i n g s ,  r e s o r t e d  d a y ly  t h y t h e r .  To whom t h e  
A d m i r a l l  d e c l a r e d ,  t h a t  i f  t h e y  w o ld e  b ry n g e  g o u ld e ,  
t h e y  s h u l d e  h a u e  w h a t  so  e u e r  t h e y  w o lde  a s k e .  F o r ­
t h w i t h  t u r n y i n g e  t h e y r  b a c k e s  a n d  ru n n y n g e  t o  t h e  
s h o r e  o f  t h e  n e x t  r y u e r ,  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  i n  a  s h o r t  
ty m e ,  b ry n g y n g e  w i t h  them  t h e i r  h a n d e s  f u l l  o f  
g o u l d e .  Amongest a l  o t h e r ,  t h e r e  came a n  ow ld man 
b r i n g y i n g e  w i t h  him two p y b b le  s t o n e s  o f  g o u ld e  
w e ig h in g e  a n  v n c e ,  desy rynge  them  t o  gyue him  a b e l l  
f o r  t h e  same who when he  sawe o u r e  men m a r u e l l  a t  
t h e  b y g g e n e s  t h e r o f , h e  made s i g n e s  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  
b u t  sm a u le  a n d  o f  no v a l u e  i n  r e p e c t e  o f  sume t h a t  
h e  h a d  s e e n e .  And t a k y n g e  i n  h i s  h a n d e  f o u r e  s t o n e s  
t h e  l e a s t  to h e ro f  was a s  by gge  a s  a w a l n u t ,  a n d  t h e  
b y g g e s t  a s  bygge  a s  a n  o r a n g e ,  h e  s a y d e  t h a t  t h e r e  
was fow nde p e e c e s  o f  g o u ld e  so o  bygg e  i n  h i s  c o u n t r e y ,  
b ey n g e  b u t  h a l f e  a d a y e s  i o u r n e y  f ro m  t h e n s e ,  an d  
t h a t  t h e y  h a d  no r e g a r d e  t o  t h e  g a t h e r i n g e  t h e r e o f .  
B esyde  t h i s  ow ld  man, t h e r e  came a l s o  d y u e rs  o t h e r ,  
b ry n g y n g e  w i t h  them  p y b b le  s t o n e s  o f  g o ld  w e ig h in g .
X. o r  X I I .  drammes; a n d  f e a r e d  n o t  t o  c o n f e s s  t h a t  
i n  t h e  p l a c e  w h e re  t h e y  g a t h e r e d  t h a t  g o l d e ,  t h e r e  
w ere  fo u n d  sumetyme s t o n e s  o f  g o l d  a s  bygge a s  t h e  
h e a d e  o f  a  c h y l d .  . . . They . . . cameswimminge t o  
t h e  s h y p p e s ,  b r y n g in g  g o l d e  w i t h  them , w h ich  t h e y  
ch au n g ed  w i t h  owre men f o r  e r t h e n  p o t t e s ,  d r i n k i n g  
g l a s s e s ,  p o y n t e s ,  p y n n e s ,  h a r k e s  b e l l e s ,  l o k in g e  
g l a s s e s ,  a n d  s u c h e  o t h e r  t r i f l e s . 1 1 ’

^ C h r i s to p h e r  C o lum bus, The L e t t e r  o f  Columbus 
on  t h e  D is c o v e r y  o f  America (New Y ork , 1 8 9 3 ) ,  p .  7 .

7 ff if rs t  T h re e  E n g l i s h  B o o k s , p .  7 4 .
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C O M JM B l'S  LANDIN G AT W A TLIN G  ISLA N D , 14U2

F i g .  1 4 .  From F ran k  C. Bowen’ s  The S e a :  I t s  H i s t o r y  and  
R om ances .
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From s u c h  r e p o r t s  E n g lish m en  knew t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  A m erica  

w ere  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  v a lu e  o f  p e a r l s  a n d  p r e c i o u s  s t o n e s ,  

a s  w e l l a s  o f  gold, and  t h e y  w ere  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  e n j o y ­

m en ts  a n d  p l e a s u r e s  t h a t  " c i v i l i z e d  man" was a b l e  t o  p r o ­

c u re  f o r  h i m s e l f  w i th  su c h  r i c h e s .  O t h e l l o  s a y s :

. . . t h e n ,  m ust you s p e a k  
Of one  t h a t  l o v e d  n o t  w i s e l y ,  b u t  to o  w e l l ;
Of on e  n o t  e a s i l y  j e a l o u s ,  b u t ,  b e in g  w ro u g h t ,  
P e r p l e x t  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e ;  o f  one whose h a n d ,
L ik e  t h e  b a s e  I n d i a n ,  t h r e w - a  p e a r l  away 
R i c h e r  t h a n  a l l  h i s  t r i b e ; 1 1 ®

I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  A m erican  I n d i a n  i s  r e f e r r e d  

t o  s i n c e  O t h e l l o  u s e d  t h e  w ord " t r i b e . "

L e t t e r s s u c h  a s  C o lum bus’s  w e re  n o t  u n u s u a l  a t  

t h i s  t i m e .  The g r e a t  t r a d i n g  f i r m s  i n  Germany, H o l la n d  

an d  I t a l y  h a d  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  S e v i l l e  a n d  L is b o n  

who r e p o r t e d  on e a c h  s u c c e s s f u l  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  I n d i a .

T h e i r  l e t t e r s  s u p p l i e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h ic h  was v e r y  v a l u ­

a b l e  t o  b u s i n e s s  a n d  w e r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  v e r y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  

a l l  t h e  m e r c h a n t s .  Som etim es an  e n t e r p r i s i n g  p r i n t e r  

w ould  r e p r o d u c e  one  o f  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  a s  a p a m p h le t  w h ic h  

f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  was t h e  c l o s e s t  t h i n g  t o  o u r  new s­

p a p e r s .  T h e se  p a m p h le ts  w ould  g iv e  t h e  l a t e s t  d e t a i l s  on  

w hat v o y a g e s  w ere  b e i n g  made a n d  w hat i n f o r m a t i o n  was 

b e in g  b r o u g h t  b a c k . H 9

L ik e  Colum bus, V e sp u c c i  a l s o  was e a g e r  t o  l e t

11*5 . 2 . 344-9 
l l 9Z w eig , p .  3 2 .
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o t h e r s  know w h a t  h e  h a d  s e e n  a n d  done on h i s  v o y a g e s .

I n  1 503 , i n  P a r i s  an d  F l o r e n c e ,  h i s  Mundus Novus a p ­

p e a r e d .  I t  was a  L a t i n  t r a c t  t h a t  was w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  

fo rm  o f  a  l e t t e r  a n d  w as a d d r e s s e d  t o  L a u r e n t i u s  P e t ­

r u s  F r a n c i s c u s  de  'M e d i c i .  I t  d e s c r i b e d  a  v o y a g e  i n t o  

unknown l a n d s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  King o f  

P o r t u g a l .

N ot s i n c e  C o lum bus’s  l e t t e r  o f  1493 d i d  any  pam­

p h l e t  c a u s e  s u c h  w ide  e x c i t e m e n t  a s  t h i s  o n e .  The su b ­

t i t l e  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  was t r a n s l a t e d  from  I t a l ­

i a n  i n t o  L a t i n  " s o  t h a t  a l l  l e a r n e d  p e o p le  s h a l l  s e e  how 

many w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  d i s c o v e r e d  now adays; how 

many so  f a r  unknown w o r l d s ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c o n t a i n ,  

h a v e  been  f o u n d . "120  T h i s  l i t t l e  p a m p h le t  was r e p r i n t e d  

s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  German, D u tc h ,  F re n c h ,  

a n d  I t a l i a n ,  an d  was i n c l u d e d  i n  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  a n t h o l o ­

g i e s  on t r a v e l  w h ic h  w e re  j u s t  coming i n t o  v o g u e .  Unknown 

t o  an y o n e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  

new g e o g ra p h y  t h a t  was a b o u t  t o  be  b o r n . ^ 2^

I t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why t h i s  l e t t e r  

was so  p o p u l a r .  T h is  l i t t l e - k n o w n  V e s p u c c i  was t h e  f i r s t  

o f  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  who knew how t o  w r i t e  b o t i i  i n f o r m a t i v e l y  

and  e n t e r t a i n i n g l y .  He b e g a n  by  t e l l i n g  how, on  14 May

3-20T r a n s l a t e d  by  Z w eig , p .  3 3 . 

l 21Z w eig , p .  3 3 .
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1 5 0 1 , i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  K ing o f  P o r t u g a l ,  h e  s a i l e d  two 

m onths a n d  two day s  a c r o s s  t h e  v a s t  o c e a n  u n d e r  a sk y  so  

d a rk  a n d  s to rm y  t h a t  n e i t h e r  su n  n o r  moon c o u ld  be s e e n .  

E v e n t u a l l y  a l l  hope f o r  a  s a f e  l a n d in g  was abandoned  b e ­

c a u s e  t h e  s h i p s ,  a l r e a d y  b a d ly  e a t e n  away by worms, w e re  

now b e g i n n i n g  t o  l e a k .  F i n a l l y ,  on 7 A ugust 1 5 01 , t h e y  

s p i e d  l a n d .

A l a n d  w here  men l i v e w i t h o u t  w ork  o r  h a r d s h i p ,  
w h e re  t r e e s  n e e d  no c a r e ,  r i v e r s  a n d  s p r i n g s  f l o w  
w i t h  p u r e  w a t e r ,  t h e  s e a  i s  f u l l  o f  f i s h ,  t h e  s o i l  
i n c r e d i b l y  f e r t i l e ,  an d  f i l l e d  t o  o v e r f l o w i n g  w i t h  
d e l i c i o u s  an d  e n t i r e l y  unknown f r u i t .  C oo l b r e e z e s  
s t i r  o v e r  t h i s  r i c h  l a n d ,  a n d  th e  d e n se  f o r e s t s  make 
e v e n  t h e  h o t t e s t  d a y s  e n j o y a b l e .  . . .

. . . t h e  n a t i v e s  s t i l l  e x i s t  i n  a s t a t e  o f  p e r ­
f e c t  i n n o c e n c e ,  t h e y  a r e  o f  a r e d d i s h  co m p lex io n  b e ­
c a u s e  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  t h e y  w alk  a b o u t  n a k e d ,  and  t h u s  
a r e  b u rn e d  by t h e  s u n .  They p o s s e s s  n e i t h e r  c l o t h e s ,  
n o r  o r n a m e n ts ,  n o r  a n y  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y .  What t h e y  do 
h a v e  b e lo n g s  t o  a l l — n o t  e x c lu d in g  t h e  women. . . .
Shame an d  m o ra l  c o d e s  a r e  c o m p le t e ly  unknown to  t h e s e  
c h i l d r e n  o f  n a t u r e  . . . t h e y  l i v e  t o  be  a h u n d re d  and  
f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d — p r o v i d e d ,  a n d  t h i s  seem s t o  be t h e i r  
o n l y  u n p l e a s a n t  h a b i t ,  t h e y  do n o t  e a t  e a c h  o t h e r  b e ­
f o r e .^ 22

The r e a l  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  p a m p h le t  l a y  i n  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t s  t i t l e — Mundus Novus— r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  a l l  e x i s t i n g  

c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  was u n i v e r s a l l y  b e l i e v e d  up 

t o  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  e v e n t  o f  a l l  

t im e  h a d  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  t e n  y e a r s — I n d i a  

h a d  b e e n  r e a c h e d  by  two d i f f e r e n t  r o u t e s ,  by Vasco da Gama 

s a i l i n g  e a s tw a r d  a r o u n d  A f r i c a ,  a n d  by C h r i s t o p h e r  Colum­

b u s  t r a v e l l i n g  w e s tw a rd  f ro m  P a l o s .  I n d i a ,  a lw a y s  i n a c c e s -

122Sum m arized by Z w eig , p .  3 5 .
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s i b l e ,  h a d  b e en  r e a c h e d  by  e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  w o r ld  i n  b o th

d i r e c t i o n s .  And now V e s p u c c i  made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e

la n d  he  h a d  fo u n d  when h e  s a i l e d  w e s tw a rd  was n o t  I n d i a ,

b u t  an  e n t i r e l y  new an d  unknown c o n t i n e n t — Mundus N o v u s .

F o r  none  o f  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  h a d  a n y  know ledge  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r i e s  we saw , n o r  a n y  i d e a  w h a t  t h e y  c o n t a i n e d .
Our know ledge  g o e s  f a r  b e y o n d  t h e i r s .  Most o f  them  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  no m a in la n d  e x i s t e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  e q u a ­
t o r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  o n ly  e n d l e s s  s t r e t c h e s  o f  s e a  
w h ich  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  A t l a n t i c .  And ev en  t h o s e  who 
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  c o n t i n e n t  p o s s i b l e  w ere  
f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  i t  m ust be  u n in h a b ­
i t a b l e .  My voy age  h a s  now p ro v e d  t h i s  v iew  e r r o n e o u s  
and  d i r e c t l y  o p p o se d  t o  t h e  t r u t h ,  s i n c e  I  d i d  f i n d  a 
c o n t i n e n t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  e q u a t o r ,  many p a r t s  o f  w h ich  
a r e  more p o p u l a t e d  b y  men a n d  a n i m a l s  t h a n  a r e  o u r  
E u ro p e ,  A s ia ,  an d  A f r i c a — a n d  w h ic h ,  m o re o v e r ,  h a s  
a m i l d e r  a n d  p l e a s a n t e r  c l i m a t e  t h a n  o t h e r  c o n t i n ­
e n t s  known t o  u s .

T hese  w ords make t h e  Mundus Novus a m em orable  d o cu ­

m en t .  The f a c t  t h a t  a  new r o u t e  t o  I n d i a  h a d  b e e n  fo u n d  had  

b e e n  o f  i n t e r e s t  m a in ly  t o  m e r c h a n ts  a n d  t o  t r a d e s m e n  i n  An­

tw e rp ,  A ugsburg , a n d  V e n ic e .  B ut V e s p u c c i ' s  s t a r t l i n g  a n ­

nouncem ent t h a t  a  f o u r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r ld  h a d  b e e n  d i s c o v ­

e r e d  was o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  e v e r y o n e .  I t  e n t e r e d  d e e p ly  i n t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  s t i r r e d  t h e  im a g in a ­

t i o n s  o f  s c h o l a r s ,  g e o g r a p h e r s ,  c o s m o g ra p h e r s ,  p r i n t e r s ,  

and  t h e  m asse s  o f  r e a d e r s  whose c u r i o s i t y  h a d  b e en  a r o u s e d . ^ 4  

I n  S e p te m b e r  1504  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  i n  L is b o n  a t h i n  

b o o k l e t  i n  I t a l i a n ,  e n t i t l e d  L e t t e r a  de Amerigo V e sp u c c i  

d e l l e  i s o l e  nuovam en te  t r o v a t e  i n  q u a t t r o  s u o i  v i a g g i  (A 

L e t t e r  from  Amerigo V e s p u c c i ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i s l a n d s  d i s -

12^ T r a n s l a t e d  by  Z w eig , p .  4 0 . 

12 /,,Z w eig , p .  4 2 .
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tc t te n  di Hmerigo vefpucd 
delle dole nuouamente 

trouare m quatrro 
fuoi viaggi.

ran r a x x  mLX.rX.X3D

F i g .  1 5 .
V e s p u c c i ’ s  L e t t e r ,  1504 F a c s i m i l e 9 

From The V e s p u c c i  L e t t e r .
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c o v e r e d  on h i s  f o u r  j o u r n e y s ) .  I n  t h i s  b o o k l e t  V e s p u c c i  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f o u r  v o y a g e s  h e  h a d  made ( t h e  t h i r d  was t h e  

on e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Mundus N ovus) :

1 . May 1 0 ,  1497 t o  O c to b e r  1 5 ,  1 493 , u n d e r  t h e  

S p a n i s h  f l a g .

2 .  May 1 6 ,  1499  t o  S e p te m b e r  3 ,  1 5 0 0 , a g a i n  f o r  

t h e  K ing  o f  C a s t i l e .

3 .  May 1 0 ,  1501 t o  O c to b e r  1 5 ,  1502 u n d e r  t h e  

P o r t u g u e s e  f l a g .

4 .  May 1 0 ,  1503 t o  J u n e  1 8 ,  1504 u n d e r  t h e  P o r ­

t u g u e s e  f l a g .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  g i v i n g  more d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  " e p i ­

c u r e a n  l i f e "  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s ,  h e  d e s c r i b e d  b a t t l e s ,  s h i p ­

w r e c k s ,  and  d r a m a t i c  e p i s o d e s  w i t h  c a n n i b a l s  a n d  g i a n t  

s n a k e s .  T h e re  was v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h i s  book  f o r  

g e o g r a p h e r s ,  a s t r o n o m e r s ,  a n d  m e r c h a n t s .  S c h o l a r s  w r o te  

many d i s c o u r s e s  w h ic h  w e re  d i s c u s s e d  i n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c i r ­

c l e s  a n d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  was a g a i n  g r e a t ­

l y  a r o u s e d .  T h is  was V e s p u c c i ' s  e n t i r e  l i t e r a r y  o u t p u t .  

" N e v e r ,"  s a y s  Z w eig , " h a s  a n y  w r i t i n g  man becom e so  fam ous 

on su c h  m eagre  p r o d u c t i o n ;  c o i n c i d e n c e  a f t e r  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  

e r r o r  a f t e r  e r r o r ,  had  t o  a c c u m u la t e  t o  r a i s e  i t  so  h i g h  

ab o v e  i t s  t im e  a s  t o  make e v e n  u s  c o g n iz a n t  o f  t h e  name 

t h a t  f l o a t s  sk y w ard  w i th  t h e  s t a r r y  b a n n e r . "^25

T h is  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  r e v ie w  t h e  g r o t e s q u e  comedy 

o f  e r r o r s  t h a t  l i f t e d  t h e  o b s c u r e  V e sp u c c i  t o  i m m o r t a l i t y  by

1 2 ^Zw eig, p .  4 6 .
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w ay o f  h i s  s i n g l e  l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t  o f  t h i r t y - t w o  p a g e s .  B ut 

i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e l a t e  t h a t  t h e  V espucci!  l e t t e r  was t h e  

i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  M o re ’s  U t o p i a . a s  w i l l  be  

s e e n  i n  a • l a t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  w ork . The c o u r s e  o f  

e v e n t s  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  t h a t  V e s p u c c i ’ s  w r i t i n g  i n ­

f l u e n c e d  S i r  Thomas M ore, whose U to p ia  i n f l u e n c e d  Shake­

s p e a r e ’ s  The T em pes t  a n d  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  may a l s o  have  

d raw n  d i r e c t l y  f ro m  V e s p u c c i .  I  s h a l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  t r i o  

s h o r t l y .

C h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  one o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  p i e c e  o f  l i t ­

e r a t u r e  i n t e r v e n e s  h e r e  w h ich  r e v e a l s  t h a t ,  th o u g h  t h e r e  

w as much e x c i t e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  New W orld a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

V e s p u c c i ' s  l e t t e r ,  t h e r e  w ere  s t i l l  some E n g lish m e n ,  l i k e  

A le x a n d e r  B a r c l a y ,  who d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  A m erica  

s e r i o u s l y  a t  a l l .  B a r c l a y ' s  The S h ip  o f  F o o l s , m e n t io n e d  

e a r l i e r ,  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1509  a n d  was p r o b a b ly  t h e  f i r s t  

b ook  i n  E n g l i s h  t o  m e n t io n  " t h e  new fo n d e  l a n d e . j n 

B a r c l a y  p r e s e n t e d  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s a t i r i c a l  poems f o r  

w h ic h  h e  h a d  b o rro w e d  t h e  p l a n  an d  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  f rom  

B r a n t ' s  N a r r e n s c h i f f . p u b l i s h e d  i n  B a s e l  i n  14 94 . The S h ip  

o f  F o o ls  i s  a n  a d a p t a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t r a n s l a t i o n .  B a r ­

c l a y ’s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a s h i p  f i l l e d  w i t h  f o o l s  i s  a  c r i t i c i s m  

o f  t h e  f o l l i e s  o f  man. Once s e c t i o n  r e p r o v e s  t h o s e  who 

s e a r c h  o u t  an d  s e e k  t o  know t h e  f a r  p l a c e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t i t l e d ,  "Of t h e  f o l y s s h e  d e s c r i p c i o n  an d  

I n q u i s i c i o n  o f  D yuers  c o n t r e e s  a n d  r e g y o n s . "

■^^McCann, p .  4 8 .
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Who measures heaven, earth, and sea, -  
Thus seeking love or gaiety 
Let him beware a fool to be.

F i g  1 6 .
Woodcut a cco m p an y in g  S e b a s t i a n  B r a n t ’ s  s a t i r e  on 

g e o g ra p h y  i n  Das N a r r e n s c h i f f
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Who t h a t  i s  b e s y  t o  m esu re  a n d  compace 
The h eu y n  a n d  e r t h  a n d  a l l  t h e  w o r ld e  l a r g e  
D e s c r ib y n g e  t h e  c l y m a t i c  a n d  f o l k e  o f  e u e r y  p l a c e  
He i s  a f o i e  a n d  h a t h  a g r e u o u s  c h a rg e  
W ith o u t  a d u a u n ta g e ,  w h e r f o r e  l e t  hym d i s c h a r g e  
Hym s e l f e ,  o f  t h a t  f o i e  w h ic h e  i n  h i s  n e ck  d o th  s y t  
A bout s u c h  f o l y e s  d u l l y i n g  h i s  m ind an  wyt

T h a t  f o i e ,  o f  wysdome a n d  r e a s o n  d o th  f a y l e  
And a l s o  d i s c r e s s i o n  la b o w ry n g e  f o r  n o u g h t  
And i n  t h i s  sh y p  s h a l l  h e l p e  t o  d raw  t h e  s a y l e  
Which day  a n d  n y g h t  i n f i x e t h  a l l  h i s  t h o u g h t  
To h a u e  t h e  h o l e  w o r ld e  w i t h i n  h i s  body b r o u g h t  
M esurynge  t h e  c o s t e s  o f  e u e r y  ro y a lm e  an d  la n d e  
And c l y m a t i c ,  w i t h  h i s  com pace , i n  h i s  hande

Than w i t h  h i s  compace d ra w y th  he  a b o u t  
E u ro p e ,  a n d  A sy e , t o  knowe howe t h e y  s t a n d e  
And o f  t h e y r  r e g y o n s  n a t  t o  be  i n  d o u t  
A n o th e r  w i t h  G rece  a n d  C e s y l l  i s  i n  honde 
W ith  A p u ly ,  A fry k e  an d  t h e  newe f o n d  lo n d e  
W ith  Numydy a n d ,  w h e re  t h e  M oryans do d w e l l  
And o t h e r  lo n d e s  whose namys none can  t e l l 1 2 7

B a r c la y  d i r e c t s  h i s  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  man’ s  s e a r c h  

f o r  e a r t h - k n o w l e d g e ,  h i s  r e a s o n  b e in g  t h a t  r e c e n t  d i s c o v ­

e r i e s  had  shown t h e r e  i s  no f o r e s e e a b l e  end an d  t h e r e f o r e  

t h e  s e a r c h  i s  i n c a p a b l e  o f  f u l f i l l m e n t .  H is  f e e l i n g s  may 

h a v e  b e e n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  many p e o p le  to d a y  who f e e l  

t h a t  t r a v e l i n g  t o  t h e  moon i s  a  m e a n in g l e s s ,  u n f r u i t f u l ,  

a n d  u s e l e s s  e f f o r t ,  f ro m  w h ic h  n o t h i n g  p r a c t i c a l  can  be 

g a i n e d .

We do n o t  know i f  S i r  Thomas More was f a m i l i a r  

w i t h  t h e  name A m e ric a ,  b u t  h e  d i d  know a b o u t  t h e  new c o n t i n ­

e n t ,  h a v in g  r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  V e s p u c c i ’ s  v o y a g es  i n  t h e  

S o d e r i n i  l e t t e r .  U t o p i a . w r i t t e n  i n  L a t i n ,  an d  p r i n t e d  a t

1 2 7 B a r c l a y ,  2 : 2 3 - 2 7 .
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L o u v a in  e i t h e r  i n  l a t e  1516 o r  e a r l y  15 17 , was M ore’ s  

c o n c e p t  o f  a n  i d e a l  comm unity l o c a t e d  som ew here  i n  t h e  r e ­

g i o n  o f  V e s p u c c i ' s  d i s c o v e r i e s .  M ore ’s  a im  was t o  h e l p  

E n g lish m e n  s e e  how some o f  t h e i r  econom ic  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o b ­

lem s c o u ld  be  s o lv e d  by sh ow ing  them  how a n  i d e a l  s o c i e t y  

h a n d le d  th e m . P e t e r  G i l e s ,  i n  U t o p i a . t e l l s  More a b o u t  

R a p h a e l  H y th lo d a y ,  a E u ro p ea n  who h a d  b e e n  i n  U t o p i a ,

“ I t  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  f i n d  s t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  w e l l  a n d  w i s e l y  

g o v e rn e d .  W h ile  he  t o l d  u s  o f  many t h i n g s  w h ic h  a r e  a m is s  

among t h e s e  new -foun d  n a t i o n s ,  he  a l s o  r e c k o n e d  up  n o t  a 

few  t h i n g s  f rom  w hich  p a t t e r n s  m ig h t  be  t a k e n  f o r  c o r r e c t ­

i n g  t h e  e r r o r s  o f  o u r  own c i t i e s  a n d  k in g d o m s .” 129

I n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t h r e a d  o f  i n f l u e n c e  o f  V e sp u c c i  

on More a n d  More on S h a k e s p e a r e ,  I  w i l l  h e r e  show some o f  

t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  V e s p u c c i  a n d  M ore, who 

w e re  b o th  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  A m erica .

I n  t h e  S o d e r i n i  l e t t e r ,  More w ou ld  h a v e  r e a d :

We s a i l e d  260 l e a g u e s  f a r t h e r  u n t i l  we r e a c h e d  a h a r ­
b o r  w h e re  we d e c id e d  t o  b u i l d  a f o r t .  We d i d  s o ,  a n d  
l e f t  i n  i t  24 C h r i s t i a n  men who w ere  a b o a r d  my con ­
s o r t ,  a n d  whom s h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  from  t h e  w re ck e d  f l a g ­
s h i p .  . . .  We l e f t  t h e  24 men who r e m a in e d  i n  t h e  
f o r t  w i t h  s u p p l i e s  f o r  s i x  m o n th s ,  12  m o r t a r s ,  an d  
many o t h e r  w e a p o n s .130

12 % c C a n n ,  p .  S2.

1 2 ^Thomas More, U t o p i a , t r a n s .  H. V. S .  Ogden 
(New York: A p p l e to n - C e n tu r y - C r o f t s  I n c . ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p . 4 .

• ^ A m e r i g o  V e s p u c c i ,  L e t t e r  t o  P i e r o  S o d e r i n i . 
G o n v a l o n ie r e .  The y e a r  1 5 0 4 . t r a n s .  G eorge  T y l e r  N o rth u p  
( P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 6 ) ,  p .  4 4 . A l l  
q u o t a t i o n s  from  t h e  S o d e r i n i  l e t t e r  w i l l  be  f ro m  N o r t h u p 's  
t r a n s l a t i o n  w h ich  i s  b a s e d  on t h r e e  e x t a n t  v e r s i o n s :
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G i l e s  c o n t i n u e s  t e l l i n g  a b o u t  H y th lo d a y :

He t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  o f  V e s p u c i u s 's  f o u r  
v o y a g e s ,  a c c o u n t s  o f  w h ic h  a r e  now p u b l i s h e d .  But 
he  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  home w i t h  h im  on t h e  l a s t  v o y a g e .  
A f t e r  much e f f o r t ,  h e  won p e r m i s s io n  f ro m  A m ericus 
t o  b e  one  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - f o u r  who w ere  l e f t  i n  a f o r t  
a t  t h e  f a r t h e s t  p l a c e  a t  w h ic h  t h e y  to u c h e d  i n  t h e i r  
l a s t  v o y a g e .131

D. G. Jam es s a y s ,  "More f o r g o t  t o  a s k  R a lp h  H y th lo  

d a y  w here  U to p ia  w as. S h a k e s p e a r e  was n o t  t o  t e l l  u s  w here  

P r o s p e r o ’ s  i s l a n d  l a y . , f l 3 2  A c c o rd in g  t o  P a r k s ,  U to p ia  was 

"som ew here  bey o n d  M exico f M̂ 33 ancj MCcan n  s a y s  i t  was " a t  

a  p o i n t  i n  e a s t e r n  B r a z i l  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  tow n o f  Diaman- 

t i n a . " 1 3 4  W ith o u t  g i v i n g  U to p ia  a d e f i n i t e  l o c a t i o n ,  More

1 .  The F l o r e n t i n e  P r i n t ,  w h ich  m ost c l o s e l y  a p ­
p r o a c h e s  t h e  b a r b a r i c  h a I f - I t a l i a n ,  h a I f - S p a n i s h  j a r g o n  o f  
t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  a n d  i s  i n  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  I t a l i a n  P r i n t  i n  
Roman t y p e .  I t  i s  t i t l e d :  L e t t e r a  de Amerigo V e s p u c c i  d e l l e  
i s o l e  nuouam ent t r o u a t e  i n  q u a t t r o  s u o i  v i a g g i . I t  was 
p r i n t e d  i n  F l o r e n c e  a b o u t  1505 o r  n o t  lo n g  a f t e r .  Only f i v e  
c o p i e s  a r e  known t o  b e  i n  e x i s t e n c e .

2 . The M a g l ia b e c h ia n a  m a n u s c r i p t ,  now i n  t h e  M a g l ia b e  
c h i a n a  L i b r a r y  i n  F l o r e n c ^ ,  w r i t t e n  i n  I t a l i a n ,  t i t l e d :  L e t ­
t e r a  de Amerigo V e s p u c c i  a  P e r o  S o d e r i n i .  G o n fa lo n ie ire  L 'a n n o  
1 5 0 4 .

3 .  The H y lacom ylu s  V e r s i o n  i n  M a r t in  W a ld s e e m i i l l e r ’ s  
C o sm o g ra p h ia e  I n t r o d u c t i o n .25 A p r i l  1 5 0 7 , p r i n t e d  a t  S a i n t -  
D i£ ,  L o r r a i n e .  The C o sm o g ra p h ia e  I n t r o d u c t o  e n jo y e d  a n  im­
m ense E u ro p ea n  vogue a n d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  e d i t i o n s  and  
was r e t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  many o f  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r s .  F o r  f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  V e sp u c c i  w r i t i n g s ,  s e e  p p .  1 - 5 2 ,  P o h l .

1 3 lM o re ,  p .  3 .

132jja v i (j Gwilym Ja m e s ,  The Dream o f  P r o s p e r o  (Ox­
f o r d :  C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  3967), p .  7 3 .

133P a r k s ,  p .  7 1 .

^^MeCann, p. #5,
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PEDIGREE ILLUSTRATING THE TRADITION OF THE TEXT 
OF VESPUCCI'S LETTER TO PIERO SODERINI <

LOST ORIGINAL Lisbon,, September 10,1504 
'Readings' * Bahia di tutri sam i', ‘Pariasj In the introduction, tothef 
3rd, voyage Vespucci Speaks of his intention togo homes,'alia patria mia'.

I
LOST COPY made in Florence* before end of 1504 
Readings' ‘B ad ia ','P arias', ‘a lia  pa tria  mia*.

CODEX AMORETT1 
Headings1'Badia' 'Perias,' 
’alia patria mia*.

LOST COPY made in "Florence> before Feb. 10,1505. 
"Readings' ’Badia' ‘Parias! Intention to returru 
to the Land o f the Pearls f  alia terra  delle perle!

LOST ORIGINAL 
OF CODEX CHORALM1 
written, by Ser Lorenzo 
Choralmi inTlorencep  
'February 10,1504/5 

'Readings' ’Badia',’Parias, 
'alia terra delle perle!

/ ?

i X

I <3

/ . $
• f  < 8 /  C?

3 X

X

CODEX MAGL1ABFCHIAKJUS 
no. 1910 

in the 'Biblioteca Nazionalci o f 
Florence?. Copy of Choralmi 
Codex in the hand of a scribe 
of the x m - m a t h  cent. 
"Readings' ‘Badia’, *Parias| 
'a lia  te r ra  delle perle .'

CODEX VAGLIFNTE 
&  written by Piero Vaglientp* 

in FlorenceJ. not long after 
i$o4 ’ Cod.Riccardianus 
IT, IY  509 in the Bibliotecoj 
"Nazionalt of FlorenceP 

"Readings'
'B ad ia ' and  ’P a ria s ' , 
'a lia  terra  delle perle '

LETTERA di 
AMERIGO VESPUCCI 
delle isole mouomente 
trouate in quattro vtaggi 
IPrinted in Florence-* bg 
Piero Pacini, c. 1505). 
Readings' ‘Badia'.’Lariab.* 
’alia terra delle perle! 
T « r  revised by an, 
unknow n editor

LOST  COPY sent to Paris 
not long after 1504 
"Readings''Badia' ‘Parias! 
T erra  delle perle.'

I
LOST COPY brought to 
St. DIE to Waldseemuller 
orRingmanru 1504 'If06 
Same readings.

I
LOST FREMCH VERSION 
made fo r  Waldseemuller 
and his colleagues in St. Vie. 
"Readings apparently ‘Abbaye,* 
'Parias,* 'Terre des Perl es!

I
LAT1NI VERSfOM made by 
Seatb'Basin de Senda.cour 
for Waldseemullers 
COSMOGRAPHIAE 
rNTRODUCTIO St. Die, 
April 25.1507.
",Readings•• 'Abbat/a',‘Parias! 
'in  p e r la ru m  te rra in '. 
Address; 'Renato,Jherusalem 
et Siciliae Regi!

F i g .  1 7 .  From t h e  R a re  Books Room a t  t h e  New York 
C i t y  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .



l o g

p l a c e d  i t  on an  im a g in a r y  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  V es­

p u c c i ’s  new l a n d ,  an d  d e s c r i b e d  many f a c e t s  o f  t h e  way o f  

l i f e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s .

J u s t  a s  V e sp u c c i  s t a r t s  h i s  l e t t e r  by  s a y i n g :

A v e r y  good f r i e n d  o f  m ine . . . b e s o u g h t  me t o  i n ­
fo rm  Your M a g n if ic e n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t h i n g s  by, me 
s e e n  i n  d i v e r s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  b y  r e a s o n  o f  f o u r ^ e
v o y a g e s  w h ich  I  have  made i n  d i s c o v e r i n g  new l a n d s 1 - ' '

so  G i l e s  s a y s  o f  H y th lo d a y :

T h e r e ' s  no man a l i v e  who c a n  t e l l  y o u  s o  much a b o u t
unknown p e o p le  and  c o u n t r i e s  . . .  He was so  d e s i r o u s
o f  s e e i n g  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  h e  . . . t h r e w  i n  h i s  l o t  
w i t h  A m ericus V e s p u c iu s .  He t o o k  P § P t i n  t h e  l a s t  
t h r e e  o f  V e s p u c iu s 's  f o u r  v o y a g e s . 1 '

V e s p u c c i  d e s c r i b e s  on e  e p i s o d e :

And when we h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  k i n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  th em , 
inasm uch  a s  n i g h t  was f a l l i n g ,  we t o o k  l e a v e  o f  them  
and  r e t u r n e d  t o  o u r  s h i p s .  And t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  when 
dawn b r o k e ,  we saw t h a t  i n f i n i t e  h o r d e s  w ere  on  t h e  
b e ac h  . . . t h e  p e o p le  who came w i t h  u s  t o  t h e  s e a ,  
b o th  men a n d  women, w e re  so  num erou s  t h a t  i t  was a 
w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g ;  and  i f  a n y  o ne  o f  u s  g rew  w e a r ie d  
o f  t h e  j o u r n e y ,  t h e y  w o u ld  c a r r y  u s  i n  t h e i r  n e t s  
v e r y  c o m f o r t a b ly ;  an d  on  f o r d i n g  t h e  r i v e r s ,  w h ich  
a r e  num erous a n d  v e r y  l a r g e ,  t h e y  w o u ld  c a r r y  u s  
o v e r  by  means o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i v a n c e s  so  s a f e l y  t h a t  
we r a n  no r i s k .  And many o f  them  came l a d e n  w i t h  t h e  
t h i n g s  w h ic h  t h e y  had  g i v e n  u s ,  w h ic h  w e re :  t h e i r  
s l e e p i n g - n e t s ,  v e r y  r i c h  p lu m a g e ,  many bows a n c L a r -  
row s , and  num erous p a r r o t s  o f  v a r i e d  h u e  . . . ' '

H y th lo d a y  h a d  s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e s :

When V e s p u c iu s  had  s a i l e d  aw ay , h e  a n d  h i s  com pan ions 
t h a t  had  s t a y e d  b e h in d  i n  t h e  f o r t  o f t e n  m et t h e  p e o ­
p l e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  by  f a i r  a n d  g e n t l e  s p e e c h  
g r a d u a l l y  won t h e i r  f a v o r .  B e f o re  lo n g  t h e y  came t o

13^Vespucci, p. 1.
136More, p. 2.
•^Vespucci, p. 16.
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d w e l l  w i t h  th em  q u i t e  s a f e l y  a n d  ev en  f a m i l i a r l y .  He 
a l s o  t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  e s te e m e d  by  t h e  p r i n c e  
. . . who f u r n i s h e d  them  p l e n t i f u l l y  w i t h  a l l  t h i n g s  
n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  who g av e  th e m  t h e  means o f  t r a v e l i n g ,  
b o t h  b o a t s  when t h e y  w e n t -b y  w a t e r  and  w agons when 
t h e y  t r a v e l e d  o v e r  l a n d . 1 -'*5

At o n e  p o i n t  i n  h i s  s e c o n d  voyage  V e sp u c c i  w a n te d

t o  r e t u r n  t o  C a s t i l e  b e c a u s e  we h a d  b e en  a b o u t  a y e a r  
a t  s e a  a n d  had  few  s u p p l i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  l i t t l e  s p o i l e d  
by  t h e  g r e a t  h e a t  w h ic h  we e n d u re d ;  b e c a u s e  from  t h e  
t im e  when we s e t  o u t  f ro m  t h e  Cape V erde i s l a n d s  up  
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  we h a d  c o n s t a n t l y  s a i l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
T o r r i d  Z one, a n d  h a d  t w i c e  c r o s s e d  t h e  e q u a t o r ;  f o r  
a s  I  s a i d  a b o v e ,  we w en t  b ey o n d  i t  f i v e  d e g r e e s  t o  
t h e  s o u t h ,  a n d  h e r e  we w e re  a t  15 d e g r e e s  n o r t h  
l a t i t u d e . ^39

I n  h i s  t r a v e l s  H y th lo d a y  fo u n d  h i m s e l f ,  ’’U nder t h e  e q u a t o r  

a n d  a s  f a r  on  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  i t  a s  t h e  su n  m oves, t h e r e  l i e  

v a s t  d e s e r t s  p a r c h e d  w i t h  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  h e a t  o f  t h e  s u n . " 1 ^ )  

V e s p u c c i  fo u n d  t h e  n a t i v e s  " r o a s t i n g  a  c e r t a i n  

b e a s t  w h ic h  r e s e m b le d  a  s e r p e n t  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  h a d  no 

w in g s ,  a n d  so  u g l y  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  t h a t  we w ondered  g r e a t l y  

a t  i t s  f i e r c e n e s s ." 1 ^1  H y th lo d a y  fo u n d  "The w h o le  r e g i o n  

. . . d e s o l a t e  and  g loo m y , s a v a g e  an d  u n c u l t i v a t e d ,  i n h a b ­

i t e d  by  w i l d  b e a s t s  a n d  s e r p e n t s . "142

I n  some p a r t s  o f  t h e  new w o r ld  V e sp u c c i  foun d  

t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e s  " e a t  l i t t l e  f l e s h ,  o t h e r  t h a n  human f l e s h ;  

. . .  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  t h e y  a r e  so  inhum an t h a t  t h e y  e x c e e d  

e v e r y  cu s to m  o f  t h e  b e a s t s ;  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e a t  w i t h  su ch  

s a v a g e r y  a l l  t h e i r  e n e m ie s  whom t h e y  k i l l  o r  c a p t u r e . " 1^

13 % lo re ,  p .  3 .  1 39 V e s p u c c i ,  p .  3 0 .

•^ ^ M o re ,  p .  3 .  1 '̂1V e s p u c c i ,  p .  1 4 .

H 2 M o re ,  P .  3 .  ^ V e s p u c c i ,  p .  1 1 .
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H y th lo d a y  a l s o  fo u n d  a ’’few  men a s  w i ld  a n d  d a n g e ro u s  a s

t h e  b e a s t s  t h e m s e l v e s . " ^ ^

V e s p u c c i  r e p o r t s ,  a s  Columbus d i d ,  t h a t  "The w e a l t h

w h ic h  we a f f e c t  i n  t h i s  o u r  E u ro p e  and  e l s e w h e r e ,  s u c h  a s

g o l d ,  j e w e l s ,  p e a r l s ,  and  o t h e r  r i c h e s ,  t h e y  h o l d  o f  no

v a l u e  a t  a l l ;  an d  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  h av e  them  i n  t h e i r  l a n d s

t h e y  do n o t  work t o  g e t  th em , n o r  do t h e y  c a r e  f o r  t h e m ."145

H y th lo d a y  r e p o r t s  t h e  same t h i n g :

S in c e  t h e y  k e e p  g o ld  a n d  s i l v e r  o n l y  f o r  g r a v e  c o n t i n ­
g e n c i e s ,  t h e y  t a k e  c a r e  t h a t  i n  t h e  m ean tim e  no one 
s h a l l  v a lu e  t h e s e  m e t a l s  more t h a n  t h e y  d e s e r v e .  I r o n  
i s  o b v i o u s l y  g r e a t l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  e i t h e r .  Men c a n  no 
more do w i t h o u t  i r o n  t h a n  w i t h o u t  f i r e  a n d  w a t e r .  B ut 
g o ld  a n d  s i l v e r  have  no i n d i s p e n s a b l e  q u a l i t i e s .  Hu­
man f o l l y  h a s  made them  p r e c i o u s  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r
s c a r c i t y .1 4 6

S p e a k in g  o f  w a r ,  V e s p u c c i  s a y s :

The o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  w a rs  i s  n o t  d e s i r e  o f  r u l e  
n o r  t o  w id e n  t h e i r  b o u n d a r i e s ,  n o r  i n o r d i n a t e  c o v e t ­
o u s n e s s :  i t  i s  due m e re ly  t o  some o l d  h o s t i l i t y  w h ich  
i n  t h e  p a s t  h a s  sp ru n g  up  among th e m . And, when a s k ­
ed why t h e y  waged w a r ,  t h e y  c o u ld  g i v e  u s  no o t h e r  
r e a s o n  t h a n  t h a t  th e y  d i d  so  t o  a v e n g e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  o r  6' f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s . -*-47

And More h a s  H y th lo d a y  s a y :

They h a t e  a n d  d e t e s t  w ar a s  a t h i n g  m a n i f e s t l y  b r u t a l  
. . . t h e y  go t o  w ar c a u t i o u s l y  a n d  r e l u c t a n t l y ,  o n l y  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  own t e r r i t o r y  o r  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  
i f  a n  enemy h a s  in v a d e d  i t ,  o r  t o  f r e e  some w r e tc h e d  
p e o p le  f ro m  ty r a n n o u s  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  s e r v i t u d e .  They 
h e l p  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  .n o t  o n l y  i n  d e f e n s e ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  
av en g e  i n  j u r i e s .

More, p. 3. "^Vespucci, p. 9 .
More, p. 43. ^^Vespucci, p. 6 .

14%ore, p. 63.
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In  P a r i a s ,  V e sp u c c i  s a y s ,  "We e r e c t e d  a b a p t i s m a l  

f o n t ,  and  num bers  o f  p e o p le  w e re  b a p t i z e d . "149  j n  e x _ 

p e r i e n c e  w i th  t h e  U t o p i a n s ,  H y th lo d a y  had  t h e  same t h i n g  

h a p p e n .  "W h a tev e r  t h e  r e a s o n , "  he  s a y s ,  "many came o v e r  

t o  o u r  r e l i g i o n  and  w e re  b a p t i z e d . "150

V e sp u c c i  e n d s  h i s  l e t t e r  by  s a y i n g ,  "H ere  we w ere 

v e r y  w e l l  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  p a s t  a l l  b e l i e f ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  w ho le  

c i t y  g ave  u s  up  a s  l o s t . "151 G i l e s  s a y s  a l m o s t  t h e  same 

t h i n g  a b o u t  H y th lo d a y ,  "At l a s t  by s i n g u l a r  good  f o r t u n e  

h e  g o t  t o  C ey lon  and  f ro m  t h e n c e  t o  C a l c u t t a ,  w h e re  he  

v e r y  h a p p i l y  fo u n d  some P o r t u g u e s e  s h i p s .  And s o ,  beyond  

a n y o n e ’s  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  h e  came b a c k  t o  h i s  own c o u n t r y . ’'^52

The s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  t h e  two t a l e s  h a s  by no 

means been  e x h a u s t e d  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  enough  t o  i l l u s ­

t r a t e  t h a t  many o f  t h e  t h i n g s  More w r o te  a b o u t  p r o b a b ly  

came from  h i s  r e a d i n g  o f  V e s p u c c i ’s  a c c o u n t s  o f  h i s  voy­

a g e s  t o  A m erica .

More was n o t  t h e  o n l y  one  who h a d  b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d  

by V e s p u c c i .  H i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  J o h n  R a s t e l l ,  was a l s o  

i n f l u e n c e d  by  t h e  S o d e r i n i  l e t t e r .  I n  1517  h e  made t h e  

f i r s t  move to w a rd  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  n o r t h ­

e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  new l a n d .  A id e d  by  a  l o a n  f ro m  H enry  V H I^ 5 3

■^^Vespucci, p. IS. 15°More, p. 7 1.
■^Vespucci, p. 44. 152More, p. 3.

Quinn, p. 10.
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h e  f i t t e d  o u t  two s h i p s  an d  p la n n e d  t o  s a i l  t o  C a b o t ’ s  

i s l a n d s . ^54  The B r i s t o l  m e r c h a n t s ,  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  

N ew found land  t r a d e ,  h ad  r e a d i l y  p ro m is e d  two s h i p s ,  b u t  

t h e  London men r e f u s e d ,  p a r t l y  on t h e  g ro u n d  t h a t ,  " t h e r e  

was no  R u t t e r  f o r  t h o s e  p a r t s ,  an d  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  

w e re  no E n g l i s h - b o r n  m a r i n e r s  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e . "^55  Such 

e x c u s e s  w ere  n a t u r a l  f o r  men t o  whom t h e  l a n d s  o u t s i d e  

t h e  known t r i p a r t i t e  w o r ld  w ere  so  vague  a s  s t i l l  t o  seem  

u n r e a l .

The e x p e d i t i o n  l e f t  E n g la n d  b u t  d id  n o t  g e t  b e -
«■»

yond  I r e l a n d .  A man named R avyn , t h e  p u r s e r  o f  one  o f  

t h e  s h i p s ,  a n d  a g ro u p  o f  h i s  c o - c o n s p i r a t o r s  p u t  R a s t e l l  

a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i n i t i a t o r s  o f  t h e  voyage  a s h o r e ,  a n d  s a i l e d  

t o  B o rd e a u x ,  w h e re  t h e y  seem t o  h a v e  s o l d  t h e  g o o d s  an d  

s u p p l i e s  f ro m  t h e  s h i p s  f o r  t h e i r  own p r o f i t . ^ 6  S h o r t l y  

a f t e r w a r d ,  R a s t e l l  w r o te  The New I n t e r l u d e  o f  t h e  f o u r  

e l e m e n t s  w h ic h  may h av e  b e en  a n  o u t l e t  f o r  h i s  a n g e r  a n d  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a b o u t  h i s  l o s t  v e n t u r e .  The o n ly  copy o f  

t h i s  p l a y  i s  a n  i n c o m p le t e  o n e ,  i n  i m p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n ,  

i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum.^ 7  E i g h t  p a g e s  i n  t h e  m id d le  p l u s  

t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  a r e  m i s s i n g . The New I n t e r l u d e  o f  f o u r  

e l e m e n t s  was t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  p r o p o s a l  f o r  E n g lish m e n

1 5 4 p a r k s ,  p .  B.

^55Eva G erm aine  R im in g to n  T a y l o r ,  T u d o r  G eography  
14B5-15B3 (New Y ork: O c tag o n  B ooks, 196B ), p .  1 0 .

•^^M cCann, p p .  6 3 - 4 .

^ M a r i t i m e , p .  1 0 7 : " r e p r i n t e d  by t h e  P e r c y  S o c i e t y ,  
IB 4S , e d .  J .V  O'. H a x l i w e l l . "
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t o  s e t t l e  i n  N o r th  Am erica . - ^ 9

In  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Eng­

l i s h  drama was u n d e r g o in g  a c h a n g e .  The m o r a l i t y  p l a y  was 

b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  i n t e r l u d e ,  w h ic h  i n  t u r n  w ou ld  b e  r e  

p l a c e d  by John  Heywood’s  f a r c e s .  I n  R a s t e l l Ts  i n t e r l u d e  

t h e  e m p h a s is  i s  on i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  m o r a l ,  a b ­

s t r a c t i o n s .  H is  p l a y  g i v e s  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

t h e  s t a g e .  N a tu re  d i s c o u r s e s  on e a r t h ,  w a t e r ,  a i r ,  an d  

f i r e ,  an d  t h e n  h a n d s  o v e r  H um anity  t o  S t u d i o u s  D e s i r e  f o r  

f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  H um anity  a n d  S t u d i o u s  D e s i r e  p r e ­

s e n t  two p r o o f s  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  i s  ro u n d :  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  t h e  r i s i n g  o f  t h e  su n  i n  t h e  e a s t  a n d  i t s  s e t t i n g  i n  

t h e  w e s t ,  and  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  a p p e a r ­

a n c e  o f  an  e c l i p s e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  An­

o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r ,  E x p e r i e n c e , a d d s  two more p r o o f s :  t h e  

f a r t h e r  n o r t h  a  man g o e s ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  P o le  S t a r  r i s e s  

an d  a s a i l o r  on t h e  m as t  o f  a s h i p  s e e s  l a n d  b e f o r e  h i s  

m ate  on d e c k .  R a s t e l l  g i v e s  more a t t e n t i o n  t o  Am erica 

t h a n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  E x p e r i e n c e  i n ­

s t r u c t s  S tu d io u s  D e s i r e  a s  t h e y  s t a n d  i n  f r o n t  o f  a map 

o r  g lo b e :

W estw arde  be  fo u n d  new l a n d e s  
T h a t  we n e v e r  h a r d e  t e l l  o f  

b e f o r e  t h i s  
By w ry ty n g e  n o r  o t h e r  meanys 
Y e t many nowe h a v e  b e n  t h e r e  
And t h a t  c o n t r e y  i s  so  l a r g e  

o f  rome

^M cCann, p . 90 ^-^Q uinn , p # i q .
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Muche l e n g e r  t h a n  a l l  C r i s te n d o m e  
W i th o u t  f a b l e  o r  g y l e  
F o r  d y v e r s  m a ry n e r s  h av e  i t  t r y e d  
And s a y l e d  s t r e y g h t  by t h e  c o s t e  sy d e  
Above v .  t h o u s a n d  m yle lt)0

Two f a c t s  R a s t e l l  had  g r a s p e d :  t h a t  t h e  s h o r e  l i n e

was c o n t in u o u s  a n d  t h a t  i t  was o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  e x t e n t .  He

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  E n g l i s h  t e r r i t o r y  by c o lo n ­

i z a t i o n  w ould  b r i n g  h o n o r  t o  t h e  k i n g ,  make C h r i s t i a n s  o f  

t h e  n a t i v e s  a n d  c r e a t e  em ploym ent and  c o m m e r c e . R a s ­

t e l l  bemoans t h e  f a c t  t h a t  E n g l a n d 's  g l o r y  h a d  a n  e a r l y  

c h an c e  t o  r i s e ,  b u t  w as b e t r a y e d :

B ut w h a t  commodytes be  w i t h i n  
No man c a n  t e l l  n o r  w e l l  im a g in  
B ut y e t  n o t  l o n g  ago  
Some men o f  t h i s  c o n t r e y  w e n t  
By t h e  k y n g e s  n o b l e  c o n s e n t  
I t  f o r  t o  s e r c h e  t o  t h a t  e n t e n t
And co ude  n o t  b e  b r o u g h t  t h e r t o
B ut t h e y  t h a t  w e re  t h e y  v e n t e r e s  
Have c a u s e  t o  c u r s e  t h e i r  m a ry n e rs  
F a I s  o f  prom ys a n d  d i s s e m b l e r s  
T h a t  f a l s l y  them  b e t r a y e d  
W hiche w o ld e  t a k e  no p a in e  t o  s a i l e  

f a r t h e r
Than t h e i r  owne l y s t  a n d  p l e a s u r e
W h e r fo re  t h a t  v y a g e  a n d  d y v e r s  o t h e r
S uche  k e y t y f f e s  h a v e  d i s t r o y e d
0  w h a t  a  th y n g e  h a d  be  t h a n
Yf t h a t  t h e y  t h a t  be  E n g ly s h e  men
Myght h a v e  b e n  t h e  f u r s t  o f  a l l
T h a t  t h e r e  s h u l d e  h a v e  t a k e  p o s s e s y o n
And made f u r s t  b u y ld y n g e  a n d  h a b y ta c i o n
A memory p e r p e t u a l l
And a l s o  w ha t a n  h o n o r a b le  th y n g e
B o th e  t o  t h e  r e a lm e  a n d  t o  t h e  kynge
To h a v e  h a d  h i s  domynyon e x te n d y n g e
T h e re  i n t o  so  f a r r e  a g ro u n d e
W hich t h e  n o b le  kynge  o f  l a t e  memory
The m ost wyse p r y n c e  t h e  v i j .  H e r ry

l 6 0 R a s t e l l » 4 1 - &9.
• ^ Q u i n n ,  p .  1 0 .
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Causyd f u r s t  t o  be  fo u n d e

Nowe F renchem en  a n d  o t h e r  have  
fo u n d e  t h e  t r a d e  

T h a t  y e r e l y  o f  f y f h s  t h e r e  th e y  l a d e  
Above a n  C. s a y l e lc>2 »

The "men o f  t h i s  c o n t r y "  a r e  R a s t e l l  an d  h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  

t h e  " m a ry n e r s  f a l s  o f  p rom ys"  a r e  Ravyn a n d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  u n d e r  t h e  two 

H e n r y ’s ,  R a s t e l l ’ s  p l a y  was a b o u t  t h e  o n ly  s i g n  o f  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  new g e o g ra p h y .

But t h i s  Newe L andes  fo u n d e  l a t e l y  
Ben c a l l y d  A m erica  b y c a u se  o n ly  
A m ericu s  dyd f u r s t  them  fy n d e

But w h e th e r  t h a t  s e e  go t h y t h e r  d y r e c t l y  
Or i f  an y  w y ld e rn e s  by tw ene  th em  do l y  
No man know eth  f o r  c e r t e y n e  
But t h e s e  newe l a n d e s  by  a l l  co sm o g ra fy e  
Frome t h e  Cane o f  C a to u s  l a n d e  can  n o t  l y e  
L y t e l l  p a s t e  a th o u s a n d  myle 
B ut f rom  t h o s e  new l a n d e s  men may s a y l e  

p la y n e
E a s tw a rd e  a n  cum t o  E n g lan d e  a g a i n e  
W here we b e g a n  e r e  w h y le l b ^

The New I n t e r l u d e  o f  t h e  f o u r  e le m e n t s  was w r i t t e n  

a s  a p l a y ,  b u t  i t  was r e a l l y  a  l e c t u r e  on g e o g ra p h y .  I t  was 

p r o b a b l y  t h e  f i r s t  work on  modem g e o g ra p h y  o f  E n g l i s h  a u t h o r ­

s h i p .  As s u c h ,  t h e  v iew s w h ich  i t  e x p r e s s e d  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  New W orld  t o  t h e  O ld  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .  They w ere  p r o b a b l y  

d e r i v e d  f ro m  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  W orld  Map r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d .

I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e tw ee n  t h e ”New Lands" an d  t h o s e  

o f  Khan o f  C a th a y ,  m arked on  t h e  W a lse e m tt l le r  " i n s e r t  map" 

a s  1500 m i l e s ,  i s  s a i d  by  R a s t e l l  t o  be " l y t e l l  p a s t e  a  t h o u ­

s a n d  m y le .  "^65

l 62R a s t e l l ,  p p .  8 9 -9 0  l 63McCann, p .  9 4 .



R a s t e l l  m u st  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  

g e o g r a p h ic  know ledge  b e c a u s e  h e  c a l l e d  N o r th  A m erica  a c o n ­

t i n e n t  w h i l e  some g e o g r a p h e r s  w ere  s t i l l  d e s c r i b i n g  i t  a s  

a g ro u p  o f  i s l a n d s  a n d  o t h e r s  w ere  m ak ing  i t  p a r t  o f  A s i a . 1 ^  

Th.omas M ore, s p e a k i n g  t h r o u g h  h i s  f r i e n d  P e t e r ,  h a d  s a i d  

t h a t  t h e  S o d e r i n i  l e t t e r  was "now p u b l i s h e d . "167  I f  More 

had  r e a d  i t ,  i t  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  R a s t e l l  h a d  a l s o ,  f o r  

t h e  two men w ere  v e r y  c l o s e .  R a s t e l l ' s  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  More gave  h im  u n u s u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a c q u i r e  i n f o r ­

m a t io n  a b o u t  A m erica . The man who was b o th  m i n i s t e r  t o  

H enry  V I I I  a n d  t h e  l e a d i n g  E n g l i s h  h u m a n is t  o f  h i s  day  

knew b e t t e r  t h a n  m o st E n g lish m e n  w h a t  was g o in g  on i n  t h e  

w o r ld  a n d  p r o b a b ly  p a s s e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t o  h i s  l o n g ­

t im e  f r i e n d ,  R a s t e l l .

I t  i s  h i g h l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  R a s t e l l  c r e a t e d  t h e  I n ­

t e r l u d e  a s  p ro p a g a n d a  f o r  E n g l i s h  e n t e r p r i s e  o v e r s e a s .  He 

d e f i n i t e l y  h ad  i n  m ind t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  p e rm a n e n t  c o l o n i e s  

i n  A m e ric a .  He may h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  t h e  p l a y  a s  a m eans t o  

g a i n  s u p p o r t  f o r  S e b a s t i a n  C a b o t ' s  v o y ag e  o f  1 5 2 1 . - ^ 8  

M o r e 's  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  a n d  a s  a  member o f  t h e  T em p le , he  

p r o b a b ly  had  a v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l  a u d i e n c e .  By w r i t i n g  f o r

l 6 4 R a s t e l l ,  p .  9 2 .  ^ ^ T a y l o r ,  p .  9 .

l 6 6 P a r k s ,  p .  8 .  167More, p .  2 .

I 6 8 p a r k s ,  p .  8: " r e v e a l e d  i n  D r. A. W. R eed , M ariner 's  
M i r r o r . 9 :5  (L ondon , 1 9 2 3 ) . "
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t h i s  s m a l l  s e l e c t  g ro u p  o f  f r i e n d s  h e  c o u ld  s a t i s f y  h i s  

c r e a t i v e  i n s t i n c t s ,  v o i c e  h i s  i n d i g n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

t h i e v e s  who h ad  a b o r t e d  h i s  v o y a g e ,  a n d  a t  t h e  same t im e ,  

p o s s i b l y ,  p e r s u a d e  some f r i e n d s  t o  s u p p o r t  a n o t h e r  v o y ­

a g e .  R a s t e l l * s  u s e  o f  a p l a y  a s  p ro p ag a n d a  f o r  a voyage  

was a  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  how m e r c h a n t s ,  m a r in e s ,  a n d  c o l o n i z e r s  

w ould  l a t e r  u s e  t h e  p r i n t e d  w ord t o  g a i n  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  

e x p e d i t i o n s .

A f t e r  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  work i n  1520 , t h e r e  

m ust h a v e  b e e n  a t  l e a s t  a  few  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who w ere  t h i n k ­

i n g  o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  New W orld  a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .

B ut i t  m u s t  b e  rem em bered  t h a t  E n g la n d  was n o t  i n  any  way 

a t r a n s o c e a n i c  t r a v e l i n g  n a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  E n g lishm en  

h a d  n o t  t a k e n  a n o t i c e a b l e  p a r t  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  t h e  

f o u r t e e n t h  a n d  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  when I t a l i a n s ,  P o r t u ­

g u e s e ,  S p a n i s h ,  a n d  F re n c h  m e r c h a n ts  a n d  m a r i n e r s  w ere  

b r i n g i n g  b a c k  e x o t i c  w a re s  a n d  e x c i t i n g  r e p o r t s  from  l a n d s  

f a r  aw ay . A few  London m e r c h a n t s  may h a v e  b a ck e d  R a s t e l l * s  

e x p e d i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  t h e m s e lv e s  h a d  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

s e a .  B r i s t o l  f i s h e r m e n  may h a v e  s t r a y e d  f ro m  N ew foundland 

i n t o  t h e  S t .  L aw rence  R i v e r  o r  down t h e  A t l a n t i c  C o a s t ,  

b u t  t h e y  l e f t  no d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e i r  v o y a g e s  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y . - ^ 9  Even th o u g h  Henry V I I I  

h a d  h e lp e d  R a s t e l l ,  he  h a d  no i n t e r e s t  i n  c o l o n i z a t i o n .

When h e  t r i e d  t o  i n d u c e  t h e  London m e rc h a n ts  t o  back

■ ^^P arks, p . 1 1 .
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Cabot’s la t e r  voyages, he had hoped Cabot would f in d  a 

route to  A sia by s a i l in g  w est so th a t England could  s e l l  

c lo th  to  th e  A sians. But there was not enough backing  

from th e merchants to  help  C abot.^O  E v en tu a lly , however, 

th ere  would be voyages and reports o f  voyages and th e se  

rep orts would be published  and Englishmen would become 

in te r e s te d  in  geography, and the in t e r e s t  in  geography 

would spread as i t  became more u s e fu l to  tr a d e . R a s t e l l ’s 

work was im portant because i t  helped  to  move a lon g  th e  

i n i t i a l  in t e r e s t  in  geography and d iscovery  th a t la t e r  would 

become more pronounced.

There was one o th er m orality  p lay  which made R efer­

ence to  th e "new founde land." What e x i s t s  i s  a mere fr a g ­

ment which P ro fesso r  Ray Nash o f  Dartmouth C ollege found  

by a c c id e n t. I t  had been used as part o f  th e cover o f  

another book. N either the t i t l e  nor th e author i s  known. 

P ro f. Nash and h is  c o lle a g u e , George L. F ro st, have named 

the p lay  "Good Order." They have su ggested  th a t  John S k e l­

ton may have been th e author. The p lay was p rin ted  in  1533 

by W illiam. R a s te l l ,  son o f  John R a s te l l ,  and nephew o f  S ir  

Thomas More. Though the p lay  was probably w r itte n  e a r ly  

in  th e cen tu ry , by th e tim e i t  was published  th e  term "new 

founde land" meant America to  many Englishmen, e s p e c ia l ly  

to  W illiam  R a s te l l ,  whose u ncle had w r itten  a s to r y  s e t  in  

America, whose fa th er  had w r itten  a p lay  about i t ,  and whose

•^^Q uinn, p . 1 1 .
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brother was making p lans to  s a i l  th e r e .

In th e  t e x t  o f  th e p lay  Old C ristm as. Good Order. 

R yot, G lotonv. and Praver are ch aracters who appear w ith ­

out any s ta g e  d ir e c t io n s . Rvot and G lotonv. brought to  

t r i a l  by one o f  th e V ir tu es , Good Order, b efore  h is  master 

Old C ristm as. are proclaim ed t r a i t o r s  and sen ten ced  to  be 

banished from England fo r e v e r . Rvot turns to  Glotonv and 

sa y s , ’’Alas Glotony what s h a l l  we than do." Glotonv r e ­

p l ie s  :

In fa y th  to  th e  new found land l e t  us go
F o r  i n  e n g lo n d  t h e r e  i s  no r e m e d y .  J -72

The concept o f  America as a p la ce  where a condemned man 

might make a new s ta r t  i s  a s ig n if ic a n t  a sp ec t o f  t h is  

p lays This was very e a r ly  fo r  Englishmen, even as char­

a c te r s  in  a p lay  and d esp erate  and d isrep u ta b le  ones a t  

th a t ,  to  co n sid er  going to  America a s  a r e fu g e .^73

V e s p u c c i .  M ore. S h a k e s p e a r e

The in flu e n c e  o f  the voyages and w r itin g s  o f  Vespucci 

on S ir  Thomas More has a lread y  been d iscu sse d . Now l e t  us 

take a look a t  More’s in flu e n c e  on Shakespeare. There are 

th ree  f a ir ly  d e f in i t e  t i e s  between More and Shakespeare

17lMcCann, pp. 9 6 -7 . See a ls o  George L. F rost and 
Ray Nash, "Good Order: A M orality Fragment,” S tu d ies in  P h il­
o lo g y . (O ct., 1 9 4 4 ) ,  6 1 :4 ^ 3 - 4 9 1 ;  and Ray Nash, " R a ste ll Frag­
ments a t  Dartmouth," The Library Fourth S er. V ol. 2 4 , no. 1,
2 , June, S ep t. ,  1943 (London, 1 9 4 3 ) .

172pr o st ,  p . 490 .

• ^ M c C a n n ,  p .  9 7 .
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t h a t  make i t  m ost p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  was t h e r e .  

T h e s e  t i e s  a r e  t h r e e  p l a y s :  S i r  Thomas M ore. R ic h a rd  I I I , 

a n d  The T e m p e s t .

U n t i l  1S 44 , o n ly  one  m u t i l a t e d  copy o f  t h e  p l a y  

S i r  Thomas More e x i s t e d .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  Rev. A le x a n d e r  

Dyce t r a n s c r i b e d  t h i s  g e n e r a l l y  unknown m a n u s c r ip t  and  

i t  was p r i n t e d  by t h e  S h a k e s p e a r e  S o c i e t y .  The o r i g i n a l  

m a n u s c r i p t  c o n s i s t s  o f  tw e n ty  s h e e t s ,  w r i t t e n  i n  f i v e  d i f ­

f e r e n t  h a n d w r i t i n g s .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  

tw e n ty  s h e e t s  w ere  p r e s e n t e d  t o  S i r  Edmund T i l n e y ,  t h e  

M a s t e r  o f  t h e  R e v e l s ,  f o r  l i c e n c e  t o  a c t .  One o f  t h e  h a n d ­

w r i t i n g s  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  by  R ic h a r d  Sim pson an d  Jam es 

S p e d d in g  a s  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s .  The m a n u s c r ip t  h a s  no i n f o r ­

m a t io n  a s  t o  a u t h o r s h i p ,  d a t e ,  o r  s t a g e  p r o d u c t i o n .  Dyce 

an d  S im pson  s u g g e s t  t h e  p l a y  was p r e s e n t e d  a b o u t  1590 .

F r e d e r i c k  G ard  F le a y  a n d  A. F . H opk inson  d a t e  i t  1 5 9 5 .^ 7 4
The t h e o r y  Of S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  p a r t - a u t h o r s h i p  was

f i r s t  p r e s e n t e d  by S im pson  i n  1&72 and  s u p p o r t e d  by  Sped­

d i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  A dolphus 

W i l l i a m  Ward w r o te :

As t o  t h e  s t y l e  a n d  m ann er  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  i n  q u e s ­
t i o n ,  n o t  o n ly  may t h e  s p e e c h e s  o f  M ore, i n  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  t h a t  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  i n s u r g e n t s ,  w hich  
may h a v e  b e e n  s p e c i a l l y  e l a b o r a t e d  t o  s u i t  t h e  r e ­
q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e r ,  be  s a i d  w i t h o u t  h e s i t a ­
t i o n  t o  h a v e  t h e  t r u e  S h a k e s p e a re  m an n e r ,  b e s i d e s  
b e in g  g e n u i n e l y  S h a k e s p e r e a n  i n  f e e l i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s

^ 74charles F r e d e r i c k  T u c k e r  B roo ke , e d .  The S h ak e ­
s p e a r e  A pocrypha B e in g  a  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  F o u r t e e n  p l a v s  w h ich  
h a v e  b e en  a s c r i b e d  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e
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w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  t h e y  can  be  c o n c e iv e d  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  w r i t t e n  by an y  o t h e r  c o n te m p o ra ry  a u t h o r . 175

Chambers a g r e e s  t h a t  t h e  p l a y  ni s  t h e  w ork  o f  a  g ro u p  o f

E l i z a b e t h a n  d r a m a t i s t s  o f  whom I  t h i n k  i t  may b e  s a i d  w i t h

c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  i s  o n e . " ^ ? ^

Brooke i n c l u d e d  S i r  Thomas More i n  h i s  S h a k e s p e a r e  

A p o c ry p h a . s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  h a r d l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  w i t h s t a n d  

t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  " i f  S h a k e s p e a re  w as e v e r  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  

a n y  o f  t h e  a p o c r y p h a l  p l a y s ,  t h e n  s u r e l y  i t  was t h i s . ,T̂ 77  

I n  1923 t h i s  c la im  was s u p p o r t e d  by  o t h e r  S h a k e s p e a r e a n  

s c h o l a r s  i n  a book p u b l i s h e d  a t  C am bridge  e n t i t l e d  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e ^  Hand i n  t h e  P l a v  o f  S i r  Thomas M ore , a  c o l l e c t i o n  

o f  e s s a y s  by  v a r i o u s  a u t h o r s  a n d  e d i t e d  by  A l f r e d  W. P o l ­

l a r d .  An a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  " S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  C o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  ‘S i r  Thomas M ore ' " i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a p p e n d ix  t o  

P r o f e s s o r  P e t e r  A l e x a n d e r ' s  s i n g l e  vo lum e e d i t i o n  o f  

S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  w o rk s  (1951) a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  p l a y  i s  r e ­

p r i n t e d  by  P r o f e s s o r  C. J .  S i s s o n  i n  h i s  vo lum e o f  S h ak e ­

s p e a r e  p u b l i s h e d  by  Odham P r e s s  ( 1 9 5 3 ) .

E , M. W. T i l l y a r d  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  a  m ark e d  re s e m ­

b l a n c e  b e tw ee n  A c t 2'^'; s c e n e  4 ,  i n  t h e  More p l a y  a n d  t h e

^-75Adolphus W il l ia m  W ard, A H i s t o r y  o f  E n g l i s h  
D ra m a t ic  L i t e r a t u r e  t o  t h e  D eath  o f  Queen A nne. 3 v o l s . ,  
(London:N ew an d  r e v .  e d .  M acm illan  a n d  C o . ,  l t d ;  New York: 
M a c m il la n  C o . ,  1 S 9 9 ) ,  1: 2 1 4 -5 .

■^^Raymond W ilso n  C ham bers, The P l a c e  o f  S t .
Thomas More i n  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  H i s t o r y  (L ond on . New 
Y ork: Longmand, G reen  & C o . ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  p .  4 5 .

l77Brooke, p. liv.
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J a c k  Cade s c e n e s  o f  K ing  H enry  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I . A n o th e r  

r e s e m b la n c e  h e  h a s  d e t e c t e d  i s  i n  A c t 4 ,  s c e n e  1 , i n  w h ich  

More t r e a t s  a hum ble  g ro u p  p e r f o r m in g  t h e  M o r a l i t y  P la y  i n  

t h e  same k i n d l y  way a s  T h e s e u s  t r e a t s  t h e  A th e n ia n  c low ns i n  

A M id su m m er-N ig h t1s  Dream .^7& L e v in  Ludwig S ch ttch in g  d rew  

p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  J u l i u s  C a e s a r  a n d  t h e  "1 4 7  l i n e s "  and  

R. W. Chambers s a y s  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  p a r a l l e l s  w i t h  T r o i l u s  

and  C r e s s i d a  a n d  w i t h  C o r i o l a n u s  a n d  g i v e s  a  d e t a i l e d  a n a l ­

y s i s  o f  t h e s e  p a r a l l e l s . ^79

The p l a y  i s  a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  c h r o n i c l e  made up  o f  

t h r e e  g ro u p s  o f  s c e n e s .  The f i r s t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  a n t i - a l i e n  

r i o t s  o f  t h e  " i l l  M ay-day" o f  1517 a n d  i n t r o d u c e s  S i r  Thomas 

M ore, s h e r i f f  o f  L ondon, i n  t h e  a c t  o f  q u i e t i n g  t h e  a n t i ­

a l i e n  r i o t e r s .  S in c e  t h e  s u b j e c t  h a d  im m e d ia te  r e l e v a n c e  

t o  a c u r r e n t  i s s u e  i n  London o f  a b o u t  1 5 9 5 , i t  was t o  be 

e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w ould  o b j e c t  t o  i t .  The p l a y  

shows e v i d e n c e ,  s a y s  H a r d in  C r a i g ,  o f  h a v in g  b e e n  h e a v i l y  

c u t  by  t h e  c e n s o r ,  Edward T i l n e y ,  who t o l d  t h e  p l a y e r s  t o  

l e a v e  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  w h o l ly  o u t .  As a  r e s u l t ,  two p a s s a g e s  

w ere  e l i m i n a t e d .  The p l a y  was p r o b a b ly  w r i t t e n  by Anthony 

Munday, a n d  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c e n ­

s o r  someone e l s e  r e w r o t e  t h e s e  s c e n e s  o f  t h e  mob, a t o t a l

^ E u s t a c e  M a n d e v i l l e  W e te n h a l l  T i l l y a r d ,  S h a k e s ­
p e a r e ^  H i s t o r y  P l a v s  (New Y ork: M a c m illa n  C o . ,  1 9 4 6 ) ,  p .  1 2 0 .

•*-79r , w . C ham bers , "The E x p r e s s i o n  o f  I d e a s — P a r t ­
i c u l a r l y  P o l i t i c a l  I d e a s — I n  t h e  T h re e  P a g e s ,  a n d  i n  S h ak e ­
s p e a r e , "  S h a k e s p e a r e * s  Hand i n  t h e  P l a v  o f  S i r  Thomas More 
( C am bridge: U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 3 ) ,  p .  1 4 5 .
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o f  147 l i n e s .  I n  a gay  a n d  v i g o r o u s  m anner t h e  r i o t e r s  

t a l k  i n  a  g e n u i n e l y  com ic way, l i k e  t h e  mob i n  J u l i u s  

C a e s a r  o r  C a d e ’s  f o l l o w e r s  i n  K ing  Henrv t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I . 

Then More a p p e a r s ,  g o o d - n a t u r e d l y  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  

o f  p e a c e  a n d  o r d e r  an d  t h e  g o d l i k e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  K i n g . ^ ®  

A r t h u r  S . M acN alty  s a y s ,  "M ore’s s p e e c h e s  t o  t h e  

r i o t e r s  i n  A ct 2 , s c e n e  4* b r e a t h e  t h e  .. . . . e l e ­

v a t e d  t h o u g h t  and  d i c t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e " ^ - ^  

a n d  g i v e s  t h i s  example':

F o r  t o  t h e  k in g  God h a t h  h i s  o f f i c e  l e n t  
Of d r e a d ,  o f  j u s t i c e ,  pow er a n d  command,
H ath  b i d  him r u l e  a n d  w i l l ’ d you  t o  o b e y .
And t o  add  a m p le r  m a j e s ty  t o  t h i s  
He h a t h  n o t  o n l y  l e n t  t h e  k i n g  h i s  f i g u r e ,
H is  t h r o n e  and  sw o rd ,  b u t  g iv e n  him  h i s  own name.
C a l l s  h im  a god on e a r t h ,  What do you  t h e n ,
R i s i n g  ’g a i n s t  h im  t h a t  God h i m s e l f  i n s t a l l s ,
But r i s e  ’g a i n s t  God? What do you t o  y o u r  s o u l s  
In  d o in g  t h i s ?  0 d e s p e r a t e  a s  you  a r e ,
Wash y o u r  f o u l  m inds w i th  t e a r s ;  an d  t h o s e  same 

h a n d s ,
T h a t  y o u  l i k e  r e b e l s  l i f t  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e a c e ,
L i f t  u p  f o r  p e a c e ;  a n d  y o u r  u n r e v e r e n t  k n e e s l f 4?
Make th em  y o u r  f e e t  t o  k n e e l  t o  b e  f o r g i v e n .

J u s t  a s  t h e r e  a r e  many c r i t i c s  who b e l i e v e  t h a t

S h a k e s p e a re  w ro te  p a r t  o f  S i r  Thomas M ore , t h e r e  a r e  a l s o

many c r i t i c s  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  R ic h a r d  I I I

i s  b a s e d  on  M ore ’s  p l a y  o f  t h e  same n a m e . * ^  j n  t h e  d e l i n -

l ^ ° H a r d i n  C r a ig ,  S h a k e s p e a r e  a h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c r i t ­
i c a l  s t u d y  w i t h  a n n o ta te d t e x t s  o f  tw e n tv - o n e  p l a v s  (C h ic a g o :  
S c o t t s ,  F o re sm a n , 1 9 5 8 ) ,  p p .  1 0 0 9 -1 0 .

• ^ A r t h u r  S a l u s b u r y  M a cN alty ,  " S h a k e s p e a r e  a n d  S i r  
Thomas More" E s s a y s  an d  S t u d i e s  1 9 5 9 . e d .  D o ro th y  M a rg a re t  
S t u a r t  (London: E n g l i s h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  new s e r .  v o l .  
1 2 :3 6 . *

Brooke, p . 394 .
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e a t i o n  o f  R i c h a r d ’s  c h a r a c t e r ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  g r im  c h a r a c ­

t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Y o r k i s t  K in g , S h a k e s p e a r e  f o l lo w s  More 

ev en  t o  t h e  c y n ic is m  a n d  i r o n y  w h ic h  i s  t h e  f e a t u r e  o f  

M ore’ s  H i s t o r y Comp a r i s o ns  b e tw e e n  t h e  two p l a y s  c a n  

be  fo u n d  i n  M acN alty , C h am b ers ,  B ro o k e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s .

A n o th e r  M o re /S h a k e s p e a re  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  t h e  r e ­

se m b la n ce  t h a t  M acN alty  s e e s  b e tw e e n  M ore’ s  u n f i n i s h e d  

De Q u a tu o r  N o v is s im is  (T he  F o u r  L a s t  T h in g s ,  1522) i n  

w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  a  m e d i t a t i o n  on d e a t h ,  and t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  F a l s t a f f ’ s  d e a t h  i n  H enry  t h e  F i f t h . Chambers f i n d s  

a  r e s e m b la n c e  i n  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  M i s t r e s s  Q u ic k ly  and 

M ore ’s  se c o n d  w i f e ,  Dame A l i c e  M ore , a n d  M acN alty  t h i n k s  

H e len a  i n  A l l ’ s  W ell t h a t  Ends W ell  i s  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  M ar­

g a r e t  G ig s ,  t h e  f o s t e r - s i s t e r  o f  M o r e 's  d a u g h t e r ,  M a r g a r e t ,  

o f  whom More was v e ry  f o n d . 1^5

I t  c a n  be s e e n  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  p r o b a b ly  was fam ­

i l i a r  w i t h  M ore’s  works a n d  u s e d  m a t e r i a l  f rom  them  i n  

h i s  p l a y s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  R i c h a r d  I I I . T h a t  he was g r e a t l y  

im p r e s s e d  by M o re 's  t e a c h i n g ,  l i f e ,  a n d  w ork may be  s e e n  

i n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  S i r  Thomas More t h a t  w ere  m e n t io n e d ,  

a n d  i n  t h e  e u lo g y  o f  More w h ic h  i s  sp o k e n  b y  C a r d in a l  

W olsey i n  Henry V I I I . T h i s  h ig h  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  More 

by S h a k e s p e a re  makes u s  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he was p r o b a b ly

■ ^ R .  W. C ham bers , On t h e  C o n t i n u i t y  o f  E n g l i s h  
P r o s e  from  A l f r e d  t o  More and  h i s  S c h o o l  (London: E a r l y  E ne- 

l i s h  T e x t  S o c i e t y ,  H. M i l f o r d ,  O x fo rd  U n iv .  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  
p .  c l x v ;  and M acN alty , p .  4 6 , t o  name a t  l e a s t  tw o .

• ^ M a c N a l ty ,  p .  4 6 . ^ i b i d . ,  p .  5 4 . ^ I b i d . ,  5 6 .
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c l o s e l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  M oreTs  U to p ia  and  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much i n  common b e tw ee n  i t  a n d  The Tem pest 

i s  n o t  m ere c o i n c i d e n c e .

As m e n t io n e d  b e f o r e ,  H y th lo d a y ,  i n  s p e a k in g  o f  

U t o p i a ,  n e v e r  s a y s  w h e re  e x a c t l y  i t  i s  l o c a t e d .  ’’U to p ia "  

means " n o w h e re ,"  f ro m  t h e  G reek  ou  t o p o s . a n d  i t s  c h i e f  

c i t y  i s  A m au ro t,  f ro m  t h e  G reek  a m a u ro s . m ean ing  "d im , 

u n c e r t a i n . " - ^ ?  S h a k e s p e a r e  n o t  o n ly  n e g l e c t s  t o  t e l l  

u s  w here  h i s  e n c h a n te d  i s l e  i s  l o c a t e d ,  h e  d o e s n ’t  even  

g i v e  i t  a nam e. He h a s  c a l l e d  up  t h e  s p i r i t s  "w h ich  by 

m ine a r t  /  I  h a v e  fro m  t h e i r  c o n f i n e s  c a l l e d  t o  e n a c t  /  

My p r e s e n t  f a n c i e s . "133

I n  t h e  w o rk s  o f  b o t h  t h e s e  a u t h o r s  t h e r e  i s  an  

u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  s i m i l a r  t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k  hum or. Of M o re 's  

hum or, Ogden s a y s  i t  was r e f e r r e d  t o  by h i s  h u m a n is t  

f r i e n d s  a s  f e s t i v i t a s . "a  s o r t  o f  c h e e ry  i r o n y  a n d  p l a y ­

f u l n e s s  i n  s p e e c h  a n d  d em eano r ,  s tem m ing p a r t l y  f rom  h i s  

d i s p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  p a r t l y  f ro m  h i s  deep  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  i t  

i s  m an’s  d u t y  t o  l i v e  c h e e r f u l l y  and  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  

d e l i g h t f u l l y . "1 ^ 9  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  e v id e n c e  o f  

f e s t i v i t a s  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  w r i t i n g  a s  w e l l .  M acN alty  

s a y s ,  "The p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  S i r  Thomas More a p p e a r s  t o  

h av e  g r e a t l y  a t t r a c t e d  him  [S h a k esp ea re ]  . They w ere  o f

l6 7 More, p . 29 1^ 5 .  1 . 120-2

■ ^ % o r e ,  p .  v i i .
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l i k e  mind i n  t h e i r  w id e  o u t l o o k  o f  l i f e ,  t h e i r  w i t  and  

hum our, t h e i r  sy m p a th y ,  a n d  t h e i r  f e e l i n g  f o r  m a n k in d .”190

W h ile  t h i s  t h r e a d  o f  hum or r a n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  w r i t i n g ,  

b o th  a u t h o r s  w e re ,  a t  t h e  same t im e ,  p r o f o u n d l y  s e r i o u s  i n  

p r e s e n t i n g  t h e s e  two s o c i a l  s a t i r e s .  M ore , i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  

H y th lo d a y  s a y s ,  "W hile  h e  t o l d  u s  many t h i n g s  w h ich  a r e  a -  

m is s  among t h o s e  n e w -fo u n d  n a t i o n s ,  h e  a l s o  r e c k o n e d  up 

n o t  a few  t h i n g s  from  w h ic h  a p a t t e r n  m ig h t  be  t a k e n  f o r  

c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  e r ro r s  o f  o u r  own c i t i e s  a n d  k in g d o m s .” 191 

P r o s p e r o ' s  i s l a n d  c o u ld  be  lo o k e d  on a s  a  p l a c e  w here  t h e  

s o u l s  o f  e r r i n g  men c a n  u n d e rg o  a ch an ge  a n d  th e n  em erge 

r e c o n s t r u c t e d  and  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  l i v e  a n d  g o v e r n .  C o l in  

S t i l l ,  a f t e r  a l o n g ,  d e t a i l e d  d i s c o u r s e ,  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  

The. Tem pest i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  "upw ard  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  

human s p i r i t ,  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e ,  o u t  o f  t h e  d a r k ­

n e s s  o f  s i n  a n d  e r r o r ,  i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  o f  w isdom  an d  t r u t h . "

He f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  The T em p es t  i s  n o t  p u r e  f a n t a s y  

w i t h o u t  any  d o m in a n t  i d e a  b e h i n d  i t ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  i s  an  

a l l e g o r y  w h ich  d e p i c t s  " t h e  u n i v e r s a l  e p i c . "192  When 

A lo n s o ,  G o n z a lo ,  and  A n to n io  e n t e r ,  i n  a t r a n c e - l i k e  

s t a t e ,  i n  A c t 5 ,  P r o s p e r o  s a y s :

And a s  t h e  m o rn in g  s t e a l s  upon  t h e  n i g h t ,
M e l t i n g  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  so  t h e i r  r i s i n g  s e n s e s  
B eg in  t o  c h a s e  t h e  i g n o r a n t  fum es t h a t  m a n t le  
The c l e a r e r  r e a s o n .

^ M a c N a l ty ,  p .  3 6 .  - ^ M o r e ,  p .  4 .

192co lin  S t i l l ,  Shakespeare’s  Mystery Plav: A Study 
o f  "The Tempest" (London: C. Palmer; F o lc r o ft ,  Pa. ,  F o lc r o ft
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  23S.
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T h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
B e g in s  t o  s w e l l ,  a n d  t h e  a p p r o a c h in g  t i d e  
W i l l  s h o r t l y  f i l l  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  s h o r e ,
T h a t  now l i e s  f o u l  a n d  m u d d y . 1 93

The p u r g i n g ,  w h ich  b r i n g s  f o r t h  t h e  " c l e a r e r  r e a s o n , ” w i l l  

make e a c h  h i s  own man, f o r  ” I n  one  voyage  /  Did C l a r i b e l  

h e r  h u sb a n d  f i n d  a t  T u n i s ,  /  And F e r d i n a n d  h e r  b r o t h e r  

fo u n d  a w i f e  /  Where he  h i m s e l f  was l o s t ;  P r o s p e r o  h i s  

dukedom /  I n  a p o o r  i s l e ;  an d  a l l  o f  u s  o u r s e l v e s  /

When no man was h i s  own."-*-9^

I n  U t o p i a . More i s  s e n t  on  a j o u r n e y  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  two r u l e r s — t h e  K ing o f  E n g la n d , 

H enry  t h e  E i g h t h ,  an d  C h a r l e s ,  P r i n c e  o f  C a s t i l e .  P r o s ­

p e ro  Ts  v o y a g e  was a l s o  due t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  

two r u l e r s — h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  A n to n io .  P r o s p e ro  

e x p l a i n s  how A n to n io  p l o t t e d  a g a i n s t  him:

B e in g  o n ce  p e r f e c t e d  how t o  g r a n t  s u i t s ,
How t o  d eny  them , who t '  a d v a n c e ,  and  who 
To t r a s h  f o r  o v e r t o p p i n g ,  new c r e a t e d  
The c r e a t u r e s  t h a t  w ere  m in e ,  I  s a y ,  o r  

c h a n g e d  * em,
Or e l s e  n ew -fo rm ed  ’ em; h a v in g  b o th  t h e  key  
Of o f f i c e r  a n d  o f f i c e ,  s e t  a l l  h e a r t s  i '  t h e  

s t a t e
To w h a t  t u n e  p l e a s e d  h i s  e a r ,  t h a t  now h e  was 
The i v y  w h ic h  had  h i d  my p r i n c e l y  t r u n k  
And s u c k e d  my v e r d u r e  o u t  o n ' t  . . . "

I n  U to p ia  t h i s  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  h ap p en ed  b e c a u s e  

" p r o v i s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  made so  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c e  a n d  t h e  

t r a n i b o r s  may n o t  c o n s p i r e  t o g e t h e r  t o  change  t h e  g o v e rn ­

m e n t , " ^ ^  f o r  " i t  h a s  o f t e n  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  many o f  them ,

1 9 3 5 .  1 .  6 5 -3  19/f5 .  1 .  2 0 8 -1 4  1951 .  2 .  7 9 -3 7
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a n d  e v e n  p r i n c e s  h ave  b e e n  p o r t r a y e d  by  t h o s e  whom t h e y

t r u s t e d . ”196 I n  M ilan  no su c h  p r e c a u t i o n s  h a d  e v e r  b e e n

t a k e n .  P r o s p e r o  c o n t i n u e s ,  ” 1 t h u s  n e g l e c t i n g  w o r l d l y

e n d s ,  a l l  d e d i c a t e d  /  To c l o s e n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  b e t t e r i n g  o f

my mind . . . "^97  i n  U to p ia  o n ly  a few  s e l e c t  p e o p le

w ere  e x c u s e d  from  u s e f u l  t a s k s  t o  d e v o te  t h e m s e lv e s  t o

l e a r n i n g  an d  t h e s e  few  h a d  t o  be  e x c e p t i o n a l  s c h o l a r s  a s

P r o s p e r o  w a s .

Out o f  a l l  t h e  men a n d  women, whose a g e  o r  h e a l t h  
p e r m i t  them  t o  w ork , s c a r c e l y  f i v e  hu n d red  a r e  e x ­
em pted  i n  e a c h  c i t y  a n d  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  Among 
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  s y p h o g r a n t s ,  who a r e  e x c u s e d  from  l a ­
b o r  by  la w . Y et t h e y  do n o t  e x c u s e  t h e m s e lv e s  f ro m  
i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  i n c i t e  o t h e r s  t o  w ork  more e a s i l y  
by s e t t i n g  them  a n  e x a m p le .  The U to p i a n s  g r a n t  t h e .  
same e x e m p tio n  t o  some who a p p ly  t h e m s e lv e s  e x c l u s i v e ­
l y  t o  l e a r n i n g ,  b u t  o n ly  a t  t h e  re c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  t h e  
p r i e s t s  an d  in g a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a s e c r e t  v o t e  o f  t h e  
s y p h o g r a n t s .  ^

I n  U t o p i a ,  P r o s p e r o  may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  n e g l e c t  h i s  

w o r l d l y  d u t i e s  i f  he  had  b e en  i n  a p o s i t i o n  o f  i m p o r t a n c e .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  c o n t i n u e s  h i s  s t o r y :

Of t e m p o r a l  r o y a l t i e s  
He t h i n k s  me now i n c a p a b l e ,  c o n f e d e r a t e s  —
So d r y  he  was f o r  sw ay —w i t h  t h e  K ing  o f  N a p le s  
To g i v e  him  a n n u a l  t r i b u t e ,  do h im  hom age,
S u b j e c t  h i s  c o r o n e t  t o  h i s  c row n, a n d  bend  
The dukedom y e t  unbowed ( a l a s ,  p o o r  M i l a n ! )
To m ost i g n o b le  s t o o p i n g . 1 ^

”The U t o p i a n s , "  s a y s  H y th lo d a y ,  " r e a l i z e  t h a t  r e ­

w ard s  w i l l  s p u r  men on t o  an y  s o r t  o f  c r im e  . . . t h e y  sow 

t h e  s e e d s  o f  d i s c o r d  among t h e  enemy by  i n c i t i n g  t h e  k i n g ’ s 

b r o t h e r  o r  some member o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  t o  p l o t  f o r  t h e

^ M o r e ,  p . 65 . 1971 . 2 . $9-90 19SMore, p . 3 5 .

1991 . 2 . 105-15
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c r o w n . p r o s p e r o  e l a b o r a t e s  on t h e  c o n s p i r a c y :

T h i s  K ing o f  N a p le s ,  b e i n g  an  enemy,
To me i n v e t e r a t e ,  h e a r k e n s  my b r o t h e r ’s  s u i t ;
W hich w a s ,  t h a t  h e ,  i n  l i e u  o ’ t h e  p r e m i s e s ,
Of homage a n d  I  know n o t  how much t r i b u t e ,
Should  p r e s e n t l y  e x t i r p a t e  me a n d  m ine 
Out? o f  t h e  dukedom an d  c o n f e r  f a i r  M i la n ,
W ith  a l l  t h e  h o n o r s  on my b r o t h e r . 201

The U to p i a n s  h av e  t h e i r  own m ethod  o f  t r e a t i n g  enemy k in g s :

T hey a t  o n ce  a r r a n g e  t o  h a v e  many s m a l l  n o t i c e s ,  w hich  
a r e  m arked  w i t h  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  s e a l ,  s e t  up by s t e a l t h  
i n  t h e  m ost c o n s p i c u o u s  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  enem y’s  c o u n t r y .  
I n  t h e s e  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  t h e y  p r o m is e  g r e a t  r e w a rd s  t o  
a n y  one  who w i l l  k i l l  t h e  enem y’ s  k i n g ,  an d  s m a l l e r  
r e w a r d s  ( b u t  s t i l l  v e r y  g r e a t )  f o r  k i l l i n g  t h o s e  
whom t h e y  r e g a r d  a s  m ost r e s p o n s i b l e  a f t e r  t h e  k in g  
f o r  p l o t t i n g  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  th em . 02

P r o s p e r o  d e s c r i b e s  how h e  a n d  M iranda  w ere  p u t  on

a " r o t t e n  c a r c a s s  o f  a b u t t "  a n d  p u t  a d r i f t  a t  s e a :

By p r o v id e n c e  d i v i n e  
Some fo o d  We h a d ,  a n d  some f r e s h  w a t e r ,  t h a t  
A n o b l e  N e a p o l i t a n ,  G o n z a lo ,
Out o f  h i s  c h a r i t y ,  who b e i n g  t h e n  a p p o i n t e d  
M a s te r  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n ,  d i d  g iv e  u s ,  w i t h  
R ic h  g a r m e n t s ,  l i n e n s  , s t u f f s ,  a n d  n e c e s s a r i e s  
W hich s i n c e  h a v e  s t e a d e d  much. So , o f  h i s  g e n t l e ­

n e s s ,
Knowing I  l o v e  my b o o k s ,  h e  f u r n i s h e d  me 
From m ine own l i b r a r y  w i t h nvo lu m es  t h a t  
I  p r i z e  a b o v e  my dukedom.

^ t  i s  n o t  m ere c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  M o r e 's  w ords t h a t

" r e w a r d s  w i l l  s p u r  men on t o  a n y  s o r t  o f  c r im e "  an d  t h a t

t h e  K in g ’s  b r o t h e r  o r  some o t h e r  member o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y

c a n  be  b r i b e d  t o  p l o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c row n, a r e  ech o e d  i n  

S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  w o rd s  t h a t  t h e  K ing o f  N a p le s  c an  be  b r i b e d

200More, p . 65 2011 . 2 . 120-6

202M ore, pp . 65 -6 . 20H.  2 . 159-6S
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t o  " e x t i r p a t e "  P r o s p e r o  an d  t h a t  A n to n io  s e e k s  t o  be  k i n g  

o f  M i la n .  W hat More w r o te  a b o u t ,  S h a k e s p e a re  saw a t  c o u r t  

— c o n s p i r a c i e s ,  b r i b e r i e s  an d  p l o t s .  I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  

t h e  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  o f  b o th  w r i t e r s  w ere  s i m i l a r  a n d  

r a n  i n  t h e  same c h a n n e l s ;  so  s i m i l a r ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  

t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  d rew  on M o re ’s  a w a re n e s s  a n d  echoed  M o re ’s  

im a g e s .

I n  Book I ,  M o re ’s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  own r e a s o n s  

f o r  b e in g  i n  o f f i c e  seem  t o  d e s c r i b e  G o n z a lo ’ s  p o s i t i o n ,  

when he  s a y s :

D o n ' t  g iv e  up t h e  s h i p  i n  a s to r m ,  b e c a u s e  you  c a n n o t  
c o n t r o l  t h e  w in d s .  And do n o t  f o r c e  u n h e a r d - o f  a d v i c e  
up on  p e o p l e ,  when you  know t h a t  t h e i r  m ind s  a r e  d i f ­
f e r e n t  f ro m  y o u r s .  You must s t r i v e  t o  g u id e  p o l i c y  
i n d i r e c t l y ,  so  t h a t  you  make t h e  b e s t  o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  
w h a t  yo u  c a n n o t  t u r n  t o  good, you  can  a t  l e a s t  make 
l e s s  b a d . *04

To make t h i n g s  " l e s s  bad"  Gonzalo h a d  p u t  on  t h e  s h i p  n o t  

o n l y  f o o d  and  c l o t h i n g  b u t  a l s o  P r o s p e r o ’ s  p r i z e d  b o o k s ,  

j u s t  a s  H y th lo d a y ,  i n  s t a r t i n g  o u t  on h i s  v o y a g e ,  " p u t .  

on b o a r d  a g o o d - s i z e d  p a c k  o f  b o o k s . "205 G onzalo  c o u l d  

n o t  " c o n t r o l  t h e  w i n d s , "  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  o f  h i s  s u p e r i o r s ,  

a n d  h e  c o u ld  n o t  chan g * "m in d s  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m " h i s  own, 

b u t  h e  m anaged t o  s a v e  P ro s p e r o  and  h i s  d a u g h t e r  by  g u i d i n g  

" p o l i c y  i n d i r e c t l y . "

P r o s p e r o ' s  w ords  "H ere  i n  t h i s  i s l a n d  we a r r i v e d ;  

a n d  h e r e  /  Have I ,  t h y  s c h o o l m a s t e r ,  made t h e e  m ore p r o ­

f i t  /  Than o t h e r  p r i n c e s s  c a n ,  t h a t  have  more t im e  /  F o r  

v a i n e r  h o u r s ,  an d  t u t o r s  n o t  so  c a r e f u l " 2 0 6  arQ  s e n t i -

204More, p . 23. 205More, p . 55- 2061 . 2 . 171-4
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m ents  o f  t h e  U to p ia n s  a l s o  who " o f  a l l  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  t h e y  

e s p e c i a l l y  em brace  t h o s e  o f  t h e  m in d , f o r  t h e y  e s te e m  

them  m ost h i g h l y ,  t h i n k i n g  t h e y  a r i s e  f ro m  t h e  e x e r c i s e  

o f  t h e  v i r t u e s  and  fro m  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  a  good l i f e . ’'207

A f t e r  t h e  s t o r m ,  P r o s p e r o  a s k s  A r i e l  how h e  h a s  

d i s p o s e d  o f  t h e  K in g 's  s h i p  a n d  A r i e l  a n s w e r s :  " S a f e l y

i n  harboi? /  I s  t h e  K i n g 's  s h i p ;  i n  t h e  d e e p  nook w here  

once  /  Thou c a l l e d s t  me up  a t  m i d n i g h t " 2^  H y th lo d a y  d e ­

s c r i b e s  U to p ia  a s  an  i s l a n d  " c r e s c e n t - s h a p e d . "  Betw een 

t h e  h o rn s  o f  t h e  c r e s c e n t  " t h e  s e a  comes i n  a n d  s p r e a d s  

i n t o  a g r e a t  b a y .  B e in g  w e l l  s e c u r e d  f ro m  t h e  w in d , t h e  

b a y  d o es  n o t  r a g e  w i t h  g r e a t  w a v e s ,  b u t  i s  q u i e t  l i k e  a 

l a k e . "209

I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i s l a n d ,  H y th lo d a y  s a y s ,  "The 

c h a n n e ls  a r e  known o n ly  t o  U t o p i a n s ,  so  i f  any  s t r a n g e r  

s h o u ld  c h a n c e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  bay  w i t h o u t  one  o f  t h e i r  p i ­

l o t s ,  he  w ou ld  ru n  a g r e a t  d a n g e r  o f  s h i p w r e c k . " 2^  A l­

o n s o ' s  s h i p  was n o t  s h ip w r e c k e d ,  ev en  th o u g h  he  an d  h i s  

c rew  w ere  s t r a n g e r s  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  b e c a u s e  P r o s p e r o  s e n t  

A r i e l  a s  a p i l o t  and  " s a f e l y  i n  h a r b o r  /  I s  t h e  K in g 's  

s h i p , "  t h e  King and  h i s  company a r e  " s a f e l y  f o u n d ,"  

t h e i r  s h i p ,  "w h ich ,  b u t  t h r e e  g l a s s e s  s i n c e ,  we gave  o u t  

s p l i t ,  /  I s  t i g h t  an d  y a r e  a n d  b r a v e l y  r i g g e d  a s  when /

We f i r s t  p u t  o u t  t o  s e a . " 2^

207More, p. 52 2061. 2. 225-7  20% ore , p .26.

210More, p. 26. 2115# 1# 222-4



In  U top ia  "no coun ty  household  has few er th a n

. . . two b o n d m en ."212  A r i e l  r e m in d s  P r o s p e r o  o f  h i s

p ro m is e  a s  th o u g h  he  w ere  a bondman i n  Utopia*.

I s  t h e r e  more t o i l ?  S in c e  th o u  d o s t  g i v e  me p a i n s ,
L e t  me rem em ber t h e e  w h a t  t h o u  h a s t  p ro m is e d ,
W hich i s  n o t  y e t  p e r f o r m e d  me,

PROSPERO
How now? moody?

What i s ’t  t h o u  c a n s t  demand?
ARIEL

My l i b e r t y .
PROSPERO

B e f o r e  t h e  t im e  be  o u t?  No more!
ARIEL

I  p r i t h e e ,
Remember I  h av e  done t h e e  w o r th y  s e r v i c e ,
T o ld  t h e e  no l i e s ,  made no m i s t a k i n g s ,  s e r v e d  
W ith o u t  o r  g ru d g e  o r  g r u m b l in g s .  Thou d i d s t  

p r o m is e  
To b a t e  me a f u l l  y e a r .

I n  t e l l i n g  a b o u t  bondmen i n  U t o p i a ,  H y th lo d a y  

s a y s  Mnone  o f  them  a r e  q u i t e  h o p e l e s s  o f  r e c o v e r i n g  f r e e ­

dom, s i n c e  t h e y  may e x p e c t  t o  b e  f r e e d  f i n a l l y  i f  t h e y  

a r e  o b e d i e n t  a n d  p a t i e n t . ” 214 A r i e l ’s  r e q u e s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

w ould  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  o r  o u t  o f  p l a c e  i n  U t o p i a .

I t  may be  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  was g e t t i n g  i n  a b i t  o f  

p ro p a g a n d a  f o r  c o l o n i z a t i o n  when h e  had  A n to n io  s a y  t o  S e b ­

a s t i a n :

What i m p o s s i b l e  m a t t e r  w i l l  he  make e a s y  n e x t?
SEBASTIAN

I  t h i n k  h e  w i l l  c a r r y  t h i s  i s l a n d  home i n  h i s  p o c k ­
e t  a n d  g i v e  i t  h i s  so n  f o r  a n  a p p l e .

ANTONIO
And, so w in g  t h e  k e r n e l s  o f  i t  i n  t h e  s e a ,  b r i n g  
f o r t h  more i s U a n d s .21 ->

212M ore . p .  2 9 . 2131 .  2 .  2 4 2 -5 0 ,  214M ore , p .

2152 . 1 . 35-90
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From i s l a n d  s e e d s  more i s l a n d s  c a n  g ro w . Are S e b a s t i a n
o

a n d  A n to n io  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  c o l o n i z a t i o n ?  H y th lo d a y  w a s ,  

when he  s a i d ,  " I f  t h e r e  i s  t o o  g r e a t  a n  i n c r e a s e  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  i s l a n d ,  t h e y  t a k e  a  c e r t a i n  num ber o f  c i t i  

z e n s  from  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c i t i e s  a n d  p l a n t  a c o lo n y  on t h e  

a d j o i n i n g  m a i n l a n d . " 2l 6

In  A c t 3 ,  s c e n e  2 ,  a n  u p r i s i n g  i s  b e in g  p l a n n e d .  

C a l i b a n ,  P ro s p e r o * s  o t h e r  bondman, a n d  S te p h a n o  an d  T r i n -  

c u l o ,  s e r v a n t s  o f  A lonso  a n d  A n to n io ,  c o n s p i r e  t o  do an»ay 

w i t h  P r o s p e r o ,  t h e  k in g  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  a n d  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  

i s l a n d .  "M ight n o t  t h e  bondmen fo rm  a c o n s p i r a c y  a g a i n s t  

t h e  g o v e rn m e n t? "  H y th lo d a y  a s k s  h y p o t h e t i c a l l y  i n  U t o p i a . 

Then he  h i m s e l f  a n s w e r s ,  11 T h a t  i n d e e d  i s  a d a n g e r .  But 

how c o u ld  t h e  bondmen o f  a n y  one  d i s t r i c t  e n t e r  i n t 6  a 

p l o t  w i t h o u t  a g e n e r a l  c o n s p i r a c y  among t h e  bondmen o f  

t h e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s ?  Such a c o n s p i r a c y  c a n n o t  be  fo rm e d ,  

s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  m ee t  o r  t a l k  t o g e t h e r . "217 

W e l l ,  G onzalo  d id  m eet h i s  f e l l o w  c o n s p i r a t o r s  b u t  t h e i r  

p l o t  was n e v e r  consum m ated.

I n  t h e  n e x t  a c t ,  we h e a r  A n to n io  p h i l o s o p h i z i n g .

- He s a y s ,  " T r a v e l e r s  n e ’ e r  d i d  l i e ,  /  Though f o o l s  a t  home 

condemn 'e m ." 2^  Was S h a k e s p e a r e  h e r e  t h i n k i n g  o f  B a rc ­

l a y ’s. The_Shjje_ofJF]oo3^ I n  a n y  c a s e ,  M o re ’s  w ords a g r e e  

w i t h  A ntonio :1. s .  He h a s  G i l e s  s a y  o f  H y th lo d a y ,  "T h e re  i s

2 l6 More, p p .  3 7 - 9 .  217M ore , p .  1 5 .

21g3 .  3 .  2 4 -6
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no  man a l i v e  who c a n  t e l l  y o u  so  much a b o u t  unknown p e o p le  

an d  c o u n t r i e s . ” 219

A f t e r  t h e  b e t r o t h a l  r e v e l s ,  P r o s p e r o  o r d e r s  

A r i e l  t o  b r i n g  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  d e c o r a t e d  g a rm e n ts  and  

d r a p e  th em  on t h e  b u s h e s ,  a s  a t r a p  " t o  c a t c h  t h e s e  

t h i e v e s ." 2 2 0  When T r i n c u l o  s e e s  t h e  g l i s t e n i n g  a p p a r ­

e l ,  h e  e x c l a i m s ,  ”0 w o r th y  S te p h a n o ,  lo o k  w hat a w a rd ­

ro b e  h e r e  i s  f o r  t h e e ! ” S te p h a n o  e x c i t e d l y  t a k e s  t h e  

g a r m e n ts  f ro m  h im , s a y i n g ,  "By t h i s  h a n d ,  I ' l l  h ave  

t h a t  gow n!" I r o n i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  C a l i b a n ,  w ho,, i s  su p p o s e d  

t o  be  a " f o o l , ” who s a y s ,  " L e t  i t  a l o n e ,  t h o u  f o o l !  I t  

i s  b u t  t r a s h  . . . The d r o p s y  drown t h i s  f o o l !  What do 

you  mean /  To d o te  t h u s  on s u c h  l u g g a g e ? " 22^ T h is  i s  i n ­

t e r e s t i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  b r i n g s  t o  mind a s t o r y  H y th lo d a y  

t e l l s  t h a t  m ig h t  w e l l  be  one  o f  t h e  " c o n t r a r i e s "  by 

w h ich  G o n z a lo  w ould  " e x e c u te  a l l  t h i n g s "  i n  h i s  i d e a l  

k in g d o m .

I n  t h i s  " c o n t r a r y "  i t  seem s t h e  f o o l  i s  t h e  w ise

man a n d  t h e  w is e  men ( a s  d e f i n e d  by  s o c i e t y )  a r e  t h e  f o o l s .

T h is  i s  H y t h l o d a y 's  s t o r y :

The a m b a s s a d o r s  f ro m  n e i g h b o r i n g  s t a t e s  knew t h a t  
f i n e  c l o t h i n g  was n o t  e s te e m e d  among t h e  U t o p i a n s ,  
t h a t  s i l k  was s c o r n e d ,  an d  t h a t  g o l d  was c o n s i d e r e d  
a  s h a m e f u l  t h i n g .  They came a s  p l a i n l y  c l o t h e d  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  But when t h e  A n e m o lia n s ,  who l i v e d  f a r  
aw ay a n d  had  l i t t l e  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i th  t h e  U t o p i a n s ,  
saw  t h a t  a l l  t h e  p e o p le  w ore  t h e  same c o a r s e  c l o t h ­
i n g ,  t h e y  to o k  i t  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  have  
a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  They t h e m s e lv e s ,  b e in g  a p ro u d  r a t h -

219More, p . 2 . 2204 . 1 . 186 2214 . i .  222-30.
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e r  t h a n  a  w is e  p e o p l e ,  d e c i d e d  t o  d r e s s  t h e m s e lv e s  
g l o r i o u s l y  l i k e  gods a n d  d a z z l e  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  p o o r  
U to p ia n s  by t h e  s p l e n d o r  o f  t h e i r  g a r b .  The t h r e e  
a m b a s s a d o rs  made t h e i r  e n t r y  a c c o m p a n ie d  by a hun­
d r e d  a t t e n d a n t s ,  a l l  d r e s s e d  i n  v a r i c o l o r e d  c l o t h ­
i n g ,  many i n  s i l k .  S i n c e  t h e y  w e re  n o b l e s  a t  home, 
t h e  a m b a s s a d o rs  wore c l o a k s  o f  c l o t h  o f  g o l d ,  n e c k ­
l a c e s  a n d  e a r r i n g s  o f  g o l d ,  g o l d  r i n g s  on t h e i r  f i n ­
g e r s ,  c a p s  hung w i th  g o l d  c h a i n s  s tu d d e d  w i t h  p e a r l s  
an d  o t h e r  j e w e l s ,  i n  s h o r t  d e c k e d  o u t  w i t h  a l l  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  w h ic h  among t h e  U t o p i a n s  w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  b a d ­
g e s  o f  s l a v e r y ,  s i g n s  o f  p u n i s h m e n t ,  o r  t o y s  f o r  
c h i l d r e n .  I t  was a s i g h t  t o  s e e  how h i g h  t h e y  h e l d  
t h e i r  h e a d s  when t h e y  co m p ared  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g  w i th  
t h a t  o f  t h e  U t o p i a n s ,  f o r  t h e  p e o p le  h a d  swarmed 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s .  I t  was no l e s s  am u s in g  t o  
t h i n k  how f a r  t h e y  w e re  f ro m  c r e a t i n g  t h e  im p r e s ­
s i o n  w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  e x p e c t e d  t o  m ake, f o r  i n  t h e  
e y e s  o f  a l l  t h e  U t o p i a n s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  few  
who h ad  v i s i t e d  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  a l l  t h i s  pomp a n d  
s p l e n d o r  seem ed s h a m e f u l .  The U t o p i a n s  s a l u t e d  a l l  
t h e  l o w e s t  p e o p le  a s  l o r d s  a n d  p a i d  no r e s p e c t  a t  
a l l  t o  t h e  a m b a ss a d o rs  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
seem ed t o  b e  d r e s s e d  a s  s l a v e s  w i t h  t h e i r  g o ld  
c h a i n s .  And you  m ig h t  h a v e  s e e n  c h i l d r e n ,  who had  
a l r e a d y  th ro w n  away t h e i r  p e a r l s  a n d  gem s, nudge  
t h e i r  m o th e r s  upon s e e i n g  t h e  j e w e l s  i n  t h e  am bas­
s a d o r s *  c a p s ,  and  s a y ,  11 L ook , m o th e r  I See t h a t  b i g  
f o o l  who w e a rs  p e a r l s  a n d  gem s, a s  i f  he  w ere  a l i t ­
t l e  b o y !"  Then sh e  w o u ld  s a y  s e r i o u s l y ,  "H ush, my 
b o y ,  I  t h i n k  he  i s  one  o f  t h e  a m b a s s a d o r s '  f o o l s . " 222

W h e th e r  C a l ib a n  i s  a " f o o l "  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  p o s i ­

t i o n  i n  l i f e ,  o r  S te p h a n o  a n d  T r i n c u l o  a r e  f o o l s  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e i r  d e s i r e  f o r  g o ld  a n d  j e w e l s ,  w i l l  n o t  be  d i s c u s s e d  

h e r e .  But P r o s p e r o  i s  no f o o l  when h e  d e c i d e s  t o  f o r g i v e  

A n to n io  a n d  A lo n s o .  He s a y s ,  "Though w i t h  t h e i r  w rongs I  

am s t r u c k  t o  t h e  q u i c k ,  /  Y e t w i t h  my n o b l e r  r e a s o n  ‘g a i n s t  

my f u r y  /  Do I  t a k e  p a r t .  The r a r e r a c t i o n  i s  /  I n  v i r t u e  

t h a n  i n  v e n g e a n c e . " 223 The U to p ia n s  d e f i n e  v i r t u e  a s  

" l i v i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  n a t u r e . 1.! They s a y :

222More, pp. 4 4 -5 . 22^5 . 1 .  25-S
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We h a v e  o r d a i n e d  b y  God t o  t h i s  e n d .  To f o l l o w  n a ­
t u r e  i s  t o  co n fo rm  t o  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  r e a s o n  i n  w h a t  
we s e e k  a n d  a v o i d .  The f i r s t  d i c t a t e  o f  r e a s o n  i s  
a r d e n t l y  t o  lo v e  a n d  r e v e r e  t h e  D iv in e  M a j e s ty ,  t o  
whom we owe w ha t we a r e  and  w h a te v e r  h a p p i n e s s  we 
c an  r e a c h .  S e c o n d ly ,  r e a s o n  w arn s  u s  a n d  summons 
u s  t o  l e a d  o u r  l i v e s  a s  c a lm ly  and  c h e e r f u l l y  a s  
we c a n ,  a n d  t o  h e l p  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  n a t u r e ' s  f e l l o w =  
s h i p  t o  a t t a i n  t h i s  g o o d . "224

I n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  " n a t u r e ’s  f e l l o w s h i p "  A lonso  

r e p e n t s .  He s a y s  t o  P r o s p e r o ,

The a f f l i c t i o n  o f  my m ind am ends, w i t h  w h ic h ,
I  f e a r ,  a  m adness h e l d  me. T h is  m ust c r a v e  
(And i f  t h i s  be a t  a l l )  a  m o st  s t r a n g e  s t o r y .
Thy dukedom I  r e s i g n  an d  do e n t r e a t  
Thou p a rd o n  me my w r o n g s . ,,2Z5

A lo n so  r e p e n t s  b e c a u s e  he  i s  on a n  i s l a n d  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

one  H y th lo d a y  was o n ,  w h ere  " f o r  t h i s  k in d  o f  v i c e  A g reed ,  

p r i d e |  t h e r e  i s  no room w h a t s o e v e r  i n  t h e  U to p ia n  way o f  

l i f e . -226  ipQ 4 i o n s 0 j  P r o s p e r o  s a y s ,  " I  do f o r g i v e  t h e e ,  /  

U n n a t u r a l  th o u g h  t h o u  a r t , " 22? f o r  he  to o  i s  on an  e n ­

c h a n t e d  i s l a n d ,  a s  H y th lo d a y  w a s .  I n  U t o p i a ,  " i f  t h e y  

a r e  aw are  o f  h a t r e d  o r  a n g e r  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  to w a rd  a n y ­

o n e ,  t h e y  do n o t  p resum e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  t i l l

t h e y  h av e  b e e n  r e c o n c i l e d  and  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  p u r i f i e d . " 22^ 
H ere  we h av e  t h e  " p u r g in g "  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  pervades The Tem­

p e s t  a l s o .

S in c e  I  saw t h e e ,

22/fMore, p . 4 6 .

2275. 1 .  76-9

2255 . 1 . U 3 -6  226More, p .  36 .

22^More, p. 77.
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A f t e r  t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  P r o s p e r o  shows A lonso

t h a t  M iranda and  F e r d in a n d  a r e  a l i v e .  The hap p y  c o u p le

a r e  d i s c o v e r e d  p l a y i n g  c h e s s . 229  j n  u t o p i a  p e o p le  a l s o

p l a y  c h e s s .  H ow ever, t h e r e  t h e  m ean in g  o f  t h e  game i s

s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  o f  a  m o r a l i t y  p l a y .

They know n o t h i n g  a b o u t  g a m b l in g  w i t h  d i c e  o r  o t h e r  
f o o l i s h  and  r u i n o u s  g am es .  They p l a y  two games n o t  
u n l i k e  o u r  c h e s s .  One i s  a  b a t t l e  o f  n u m b e rs ,  i n  
w hich one  num ber p l u n d e r s  a n o t h e r .  The o t h e r  i s  a 
game i n  w h ich  t h e  v i c e s  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i r t u e s .
I n  t h i s  game t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v i c e s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  v i r t u e s  a n d  t h f e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  i s  
shown u p  v e ry  c l e v e r l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s p e c i a l  o p ­
p o s i t i o n s  b e tw e e n  p a r t i c u l a r  v i r t u e s  a n d  v i c e s ,  and  
t h e  m ethods by  w h ich  t h e  v i c e s  o p e n ly  a s s a u l t  o r  
s e c r e t l y  u n d e rm in e  t h e  v i r t u e s ,  a n d  how v i r t u e s  
b r e a k  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  v i c e s  a n d  by w h a t  means 
f i n a l l y  one s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  w in s  t h e  v i c t o r y .

S h a k e s p e a re  may h o t  h a v e  had  a m o r a l i t y  p l a y  i n  

mind when h e  w ro te  The T e m p e s t , o r  when h e  h ad  M iran da  

and  F e r d in a n d  p la y  c h e s s ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  The Tem-  

p e s t  t h e  v i r t u e s  do w in  o u t  o v e r  t h e  v i c e s .  And i t  may 

be  t h a t  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  n o t e d  h e r e  b e tw e e n  M ore’s  U to p ia  

and  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  The. T em p es t  a r e  due t o  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  

f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  M o re ’ s w o rk  a n d  a l i k e n e s s  i n  t h e i r  

t h i n k i n g .  What i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t h a t  t h e y  

w ere  b o th  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  A m erica a s  a n  i d e a l  l a n d .

M o re ’ s  U to p ia  i s  a  p l a c e  o f  g r e a t  a u s t e r i t y .

The p e o p le  a r e  w e l l  c a r e d  f o r — t h e y  w e a r  u n i fo r m  c l o t h i n g ,  

d w e l l  i n  s i m i l a r  c i t i e s ,  e a t  i n  p u b l i c  d i n i n g  h a l l s  a t  t h e  

c a l l  o f  a b u g l e ,  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c s  o n l y  i n  open  c o u n c i l ,

2295. 1 . s . d .  209 23°More, p .  34.
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a n d  t a k e  t u r n s  a t  tow n a n d  c o u n t r y  w ork . T h e re  a r e  no t a v ­

e r n s ,  no b e t t i n g ,  no money, no c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  im p ro v e  o n e ' s
i

p o s i t i o n .  The o n ly  game p e r m i t t e d  i s  a k i n d  o f  c h e s s .

B ut i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  rem em ber t h a t  More d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  

h i s  U to p ia  t o  be  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  I t  was a p e g  on w h ic h  

t o  h a n g  h i s  s a t i r e  o f  h i s  f e l l o w - E u r o p e a n s  an d  h i s  e x p o ­

s i t i o n  o f  t h e  m o ra l  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ich  s h o u ld  in f o r m  g o v e r n ­

m e n t .  The i s l a n d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  The T em pest was s i m i l ­

a r l y  a p e g  f o r  S h a k e s p e a re  t o  h an d  h i s  t h o u g h t s  o n ,  a n d  

n o t  t o  be  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .

I f  we l e a v e  More f o r  a moment, we f i n d  t h e r e  a r e  

a l s o  s i m i l a r  t h o u g h t s  a n d  p a r a l l e l s  i n  t h e  S o d e r i n i  l e t ­

t e r  an d  The T e m p e s t , a n d  t h i s  a l s o  may be  more t h a n  j u s t  

c o i n c i d e n c e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e r e  i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a 

s t o r m  o f f  a n  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  S o d e r i n i  l e t t e r :

On t h i s  day  t h e r e  b e g a n  so  vidLent a  s e a - t e m p e s t  
t h a t  i t  made u s  lo w e r  s a i l  t o g e t h e r ;  and  we r a n  on 
w i t h  b a r e  m a s t  i n  a v i o l e n t  w ind  w h ich  came f ro m  t h e  
s o u t h - w e s t  b r i n g i n g  w i th  i t  hugh  s e a s ,  a n d  t h e  w ind  
was v e ry  v i o l e n t .  Such was t h e  te m p e s t  t h a t  t h e  
w h o le  f l e e t  s t o o d  i n  much f e a r .  The n i g h t s  w ere  
v e r y  lo n g ;  f o r  we h a d  a n i g h t  on t h e  s e v e n t h  day  o f  
A p r i l  w h ic h  was 15 h o u r s  . . . s c a r c e l y  c o u ld  we s e e  
one s h i p  f rom  t h e  o t h e r ,  on  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  h ig h  s e a s  
w h ic h  w ere  r u n n i n g  a n d  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  t h i c k n e s s  o f  
t h e  w e a t h e r  . . . t h e  t e m p e s t  so  i n c r e a s e d  i n  v i o ­
l e n c e  t h a t  we f e a r e d  f o r  o u r  l i v e s .  We h a d  t o  make 
p i l g r i m a g e s  a n d  o t h e r  c e r e m o n ie s ,  a s  i s  t h e  c u s to m  
o f  s a i l o r s  a t  su c h  t i m e s .

I n  The T e m p e s t . t h e  s t a g e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  o p e n in g  

s c e n e  r e a d s :  "A te m p e s tu o u s  n o i s e  o f  t h u n d e r  a n d  l i g h t ­

n i n g  h e a r s . "  The m a r i n e r s  s h o u t ,  " A l l  l o s t I  To p r a y e r s ,

23T vespucci, pp. 39-40 .



139

t o  p r a y e r s !  A l l  l o s t ! "  And from  i n s i d e  i s  h e a r d ,  "M ercy  

on u s ! — /  We s p l i t ,  we s p l i t ! — F a r e w e l l ,  my w i f e  a n d  c h i l d ­

r e n ! — /  F a r e w e l l ,  b r o t h e r ! — We s p l i t ,  we s p l i t ,  we s p l i t "2^2 

I n  t h e  n e x t  s c e n e  M iranda  s a y s  t o  h e r  f a t h e r :

I f  by  y o u r  a r t ,  my d e a r e s t  f a t h e r ,  you  h av e  
P u t  t h e  w i l d  w a t e r s  i n  t h i s  r o a r ,  a l l a y  them .

; The s k y ,  i t  seem s w o u ld  p o u r  down s t i n k i n g  p i t c h  
But t h a t  t h e  s e a ,  m o u n t in g  t o  t h e  w e l k i n ’s  c h e e k ,
D ashes  t h e  f i r e  o u t .  0 ,  I  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  
W ith  t h o s e  I  saw s u f f e r !  a  b r a v e  v e s s e l  
. . . Dashed a l l  t o  p i e c e s !  0 ,  t h e  c r y  d i d  knock 
A g a in s t  my v e r y  h e a r t !  P o o r  s o u l s ,  t h e y  p e r i s h e d !

I n  b o th  d e s c r i p t i o n s  we c an  f e e l  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  s t o r m  

an d  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h o s e  who a r e  i n  i t .  A f t e r  t h e  s a f e  

l a n d in g  V e sp u c c i  s a y s ,  " I t  p l e a s e d  God t o  s a v e  u s  f ro m  

p e r i l  so  g r e a t . " 234  G o n z a lo ,  a f t e r  a  s i m i l a r  m i r ­

a c u lo u s  d e l i v e r a n c e  s a y s ,  " B u t  f o r  a  m i r a c l e ,  /  I  mean 

o u r  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  few  i n  m i l l i o n s  /  Can s p e a k  l i k e  u s . n235 

I n  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  h i s  l e t t e r ,  V e sp u c c i  s a y s  t o  

S o d e r i n i ,  " I  f e e l  a s s u r e d  t h a t  Y our M a g n i f ic e n c e  h o l d s  

me among t h e  num ber o f  y o u r  s e r v a n t s ,  when I  r e c a l l  how 

i n  t h e  t im e  o f  o u r  y o u th  I  w as y o u r  f r i e n d ,  a s  now I  am 

y o u r  s e r v a n t . " 2^  The same r e f e r e n c e  t o  c h i ld h o o d  f r i e n d ­

s h i p  i s  made by  A n to n io  when h e  s a y s  t o  S e b a s t i a n ,  "My 

b r o t h e r ’ s  s e r v a n t s  /  Were t h e n  my f e l l o w s ;  now t h e y  a r e  

my men. "237
*&

I n  t e l l i n g  a b o u t  h i s  s e c o n d  v o y a g e ,  V e sp u c c i  

s a y s ,  " I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  s a i l i n g ,  we s i g h t e d  an  i s l a n d

^ 1 .  1 .  50 -61  ^ 3 3 i .  2 . 1 - 9  2^ V e s p u c c i ,  p .  4 0 .

^2. 1 .  6-6  2^ V e s p u c c i ,  p .  2 . 2^?2 . l .  269
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w h ic h  was l e a g u e s  d i s t a n t  f rom  l a n d ,  o u t  a t  s e a ,  and  r e ­

s o l v e d  t o  go t o  s e e  w h e th e r  i t  was i n h a b i t e d .  S p e e d in g  

to w a rd  i i t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  we fo u n d  on i t  t h e  m ost b e s t i a l  

a n d  u g l y  p e o p le  t h a t  w ere  e v e r  s e e n ,  a n d  a l s o  m ost l o v ­

a b l e  and  k i n d . ' * 236  An i n h a b i t a n t  t h a t  i s  a t  t h e  same 

t i m e  b e s t i a l  a n d  u g l y  a s  w e l l  a s  l o v a b l e  so u n d s  l i k e  

C a l i b a n  who s a y s  t o  P r o s p e r o :

When th o u  earnest f i r s t ,
Thou s t r o k e d s t  me a n d  made much o f  me; w o u ld s t  

g i v e  me
W a te r  w i t h  b e r r i e s  i n ' t ;  a n d  t e a c h  me how 
To name t h e  b i g g e r  l i g h t ,  a n d  how t h e  l e s s ,
T h a t  b u rn  by  day  an d  n i g h t ;  a n d  t h e n  I  lo v e d  t h e e n 
And showed t h e e  a l l  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o ’ t h i s  i s l e .  39

T hen C a l i b a n  i s  c a l le d  "a m ost s c u r v y  m o n s t e r ," 2^0 " m is ­

s h a p e n  k n a v e , "  a n d  "a t h i n g  o f  d a r k n e s s . "241

A n o th e r  s u b j e c t  t h a t  i s  d i s c u s s e d  by  b o th  a u t h ­

o r s  i s  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t a k i n g  n a t i v e s  b a c k  t o  E u ro p e .  VeS' 

p u c c i  s a y s ,  "We to o  s e t  s a i l  f o r  S p a i n ,  w i th  222 s l a v e  

p r i s o n e r s ;  an d  we r e a c h e d  t h e  p o r t  o f  C ad iz  on t h e  1 5 th  

d a y  o f  O c t o b e r ,  1 4 9 3 , w h e re  we w e re  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  and  

s o l d  s l a v e s . " 2 ** 2 L a t e r  on  he  a d d s ,  "We d e c id e d  t o  t a k e  

away a c o u p le  o f  men f ro m  t h i s  p l a c e  t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  

t e a c h  u s  t h e  l a n g u a g e . " 2*#

I t  i s  C a l ib a n  t h a t  S te p h a n o  w a n ts  t o  t a k e  b a c k

w i t h  h im :

2 3 % e s p u c c i ,  p .  2 7 . 23 91 . 2 . 332 - 7 .

2/f02 .  2 .  162 2^ 1 5 . 1 .  2 68 -75
2^ 2V e s p u c c i ,  p .  2 2 .  2**#Vespucci, p .  37 .



T h is  i s  some m o n s te r  o f  t h e  i s l e ,  w i t h  f o u r  l e g s ,  
who h a t h  g o t ,  a s  I  t a k e  i t ,  an  a g u e .  Where t h e  d e ­
v i l  s h o u ld  h e  l e a r n  o u r  la n g u a g e ?  I  w i l l  g i v e  him  
some r e l i e f ,  i f  i t  be  b u t  f o r  t h a t .  I f  I  c a n  r e ­
c o v e r  h im , a n d  keep  h im  tam e , and  g e t  t o  N a p le s  w i t h  
h im , h e ' s  a p r e s e n t  f o r  any  e m p e ro r  t h a t  e v e r  t r o d  
i n  n e a t ' s  l e a t h e r . 2^

We n o te d  b e f o r e  t h a t  T r i n c u l o  h a s  s i m i l a r  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  

t a k i n g  C a l ib a n  b a c k  t o  E n g la n d  w here  h e  w ou ld  make a f o r ­

tu n e  by p u t t i n g  him  on d i s p l a y .

When V e sp u c c i  d e s c r i b e s  one  o f  t h e  t r i b e s  h e  m et

on h i s  f i r s t  v o y a g e ,  we a r e  rem in d ed  o f  t h e  s c e n e  i n

w h ich  G onzalo  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  i d e a l  k in g d o m . V e s p u c c i  s a y s ,

i n  t h i s  t r i b e

t h e y  do n o t  p r a c t i c e  m a r r i a g e  am ong s t  t h e m s e l v e s .
Each one t a k e s  a l l  t h e  w iv e s  h e  p l e a s e s ;  and  when 
he  d e s i r e s  t o  r e p u d i a t e  th em , he  d o e s  r e p u d i a t e  
them  w i t h o u t  i t  b e in g  c o n s i d e r e d  a w rong  on h i s  
p a r t  o r  a d i s g r a c e  to tfc h e  woman; f o r  i n  t h i s  t h e  
woman h a s  a s  much l i b e r t y  a s  t h e  m a n .2^5

A f t e r  G onzalo  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  i d e a l  k in g d o m , S e b a s t i a n  

s a y s ,  "No m a r r y in g  'mong h i s  s u b j e c t s ? "  And A n to n io  r e ­

p l i e s ,  "None, man! A l l  i d l e — w hores and  k n a v e s . "246

A f t e r  n o t i n g  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  V e sp u c c i  

a n d  M ore, b e tw e e n  S h a k e s p e a re  and  M ore, a n d  b e tw e e n  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e  an d  V e s p u c c i ,  ib is  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  common 

t h o u g h t s  I n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  a l l  t h r e e ,  who w e re  a l l  t h r e e  

w r i t i n g  a b o u t  A m e ric a .

A t t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s  l e t t e r ,  V e s p u c c i  s a y s ,

I  saw  and  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  v a r i e d  t u r n s  o f  F o r t u n e ,

2^ 2 . 2 . 67-73 245V espucci, p . S.
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a n d  how s h e  k e p t  c h a n g in g  t h e s e  f r a i l  a n d  f l e e t i n g  
b e n e f i t s ,  a n d  how a t  one  t im e  s h e  h o l d s  a man a t  
t h e  t o p  o f  h e r  w h e e l ,  a n d  a g a i n  h u r l s  h im  from  h e r ,  
a n d  d e p r i v e s  h im  o f  t h a t  w e a l t h  w h ich  may be  c a l l e d  
b o r ro w e d .  So when I  h a d  come t o  know t h e  c o n s t a n t  
t o i l  w h ic h  man e x e r t s  i n  g a i n i n g  i t ,  by  s u b j e c t i n g  
h i m s e l f  t o  so  many d i s c o m f o r t s  an d  p e r i l s ,  I  r e s o l ­
v e d  t o  a b a n d o n  t r a d e ,  a n d  t o  a s p i r e  t o  s o m e th in g  
more p r a i s e w o r t h  a n d  e n d u r i n g .  So i t  came a b o u t  
t h a t  I  a r r a n g e d  t o  go t o  s e e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  
a n d  i t s  m a r v e l s . 247

L e t  u s  com pare  t h i s  p a s s a g e  w i t h  G i l e s ’ d e s c r i p t i o n  o f

H y th lo d a y .

T h is  R a p h a e l ,  su rn am ed  H y th lo d a y ,  th o u g h  n o t  i g n o r ­
a n t  o f  t h e  L a t i n  t o n g u e ,  i s  e m i n e n t l y  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  
G re e k .  He h a s  a p p l i e d  h i m s e l f  more p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  
G reek  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  g i v e n  h i m s e l f  w h o l l y  t o  p h i l ­
o s o p h y ,  i n  w h ic h  he  knew t h a t  t h e  Romans h av e  l e f t  
u s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  i s  v a l u a b l e  e x c e p t  w ha t i s  t o  be 
fo u n d  i n  S e n e ca  a n d  C i c e r o .  He was so  d e s i r o u s  o f  
s e e i n g  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  h e  d i v i d e d  h i s  p a t r im o n y  among 
h i s  b r o t h e r s  a n d  th r e w  i n  h i s  l o t  w i t h  A raericus V es-  
p u c i u s .  He to o k  part i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  o f  V e s p u c iu s ’s  
f o u r  v o y a g e s  . . , 24 °

B oth  t h e s e  s p e e c h e s  c an  be  com p ared  w i t h  P r o s p e r o ' s  i n

A ct 1 ,  s c e n e  2 , when he  i s  t e l l i n g  M iran da  o f  h i s  p a s t :

And P r o s p e r o  t h e  p r im e  d u k e ,  b e i n g  so  r e p u t e d
I n  d i g n i t y ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s
W ith o u t  a  p a r a l l e l ;  t h o s e  b e in g  a l l  my s t u d y
The g o v e rn m e n t  I  c a s t  u p o n  my b r o t h e r
And t o  my s t a t e  g rew  s t r a n g e r ,  b e in g  t r a n s p o r t e d
And r a p t  i n  s e c r e t  s t u d i e s  . . .

V e s p u c c i  a b a n d o n e d  t r a d e  f o r  s o m e th in g  more p r a i s e w o r t h y  

a n d  e x p lo r e d  t h e  w o r ld ;  H y th lo d a y ,  a  s c h o l a r  a n d  p h i l o s o ­

p h e r ,  gave  u p  h i s  w o rd ly  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  an d  w en t w i th  

V e s p u c c i  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  w o r l d ; P r o s p e r o  c a s t  h i s  g o v e rn ­

m ent upon  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  d e v o te  h i m s e l f  t o  s t u d y .  A l l

2^ V e s p u c c i ,  pp. 2-3  24 % 0r e ,  p . 2
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t h r e e  g av e  up  w o r l d l y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  p u r s u e  a p r i v a t e  

p a s s i o n  f o r  k n o w le d g e .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e s e  

t h r e e  w orks h a d  much i n  common on p h i l o s o p h i c a l  g r o u n d s .

V e s p u c c i  w r o t e ,  " I f  t h e  t e r r e s t i a l  p a r a d i s e  i s

i n  some p a r t  o f  t h i s  l a n d ,  i t  c a n n o t  be  v e r y  f a r  f rom

t h e  c o a s t  we v i s i t e d . "250  H y th lo d a y  s a y s :

The U to p ia n s  h a v e  a c h ie v e d  t h e i r  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
w h ic h  I  w ish  a l l  m ankind w ould  i m i t a t e .  T h e i r  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s  g i v e  t h e i r  commonwealth a m o ra l  a n d  s o c ­
i a l  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  l i v i n g  happy  l i v e s ,  and  s o  f a r  a s  
man c a n  p r e d i c t ,  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  l a s t  f o r ­
e v e r .  B ecause  t h e y  h ave  r o o t e d  o u t  a m b i t i o n  and  
s t r i f e  a lo n g  w i t h  o t h e r  v i c e s ,  t h e y  a r e  i n  no  dan ­
g e r  o f  c i v i l  w a r s ,  w h ich  h av e  r u i n e d  many s t a t e s  
t h a t  seem ed s e c u r e  . . . I f  you  had  b e e n  w i t h  me 
i n  U to p ia  an d  h a d  s e e n  t h e i r  c u s to m s  and  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s  a s  I  d i d  a t  f i r s t  hand  f o r  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  I  
s p e n t  among t h a n  you  w ould f r a n k l y  c o n f e s s  t h a t  y o u  
h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  a  p e o p le  so  w e l l  o r d e r e d  a s  t h e y  w e r e .  
I n d e e d  I  w ou ld  n e v e r  w i l l i n g l y  h av e  l e f t ,  i f  i t  h a d  
n o t  b e e n  t o  make known t h a t  new w o r ld  t o  o t h e r s .

I n  The T e m p e s t . F e r d in a n d  s a y s :

L e t  me l i v e  h e r e  e v e r !
So r a r e  a  w o n d 'r e d  f a t h e r  and  w is e
Makes t h i s  p l a c e  P a r a d i s e .  5

T hen  M iranda  e c h o e s  h i s  s e n t i m e n t s :

0 , w onder!
How many g o o d ly  c r e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e r e  h e r e !
How b e a u t e o u s  m ankind i s !  _Q b r a v e  new w o r ld
T h a t  h a s  s u c h  p e o p le  i n ' t ^ - *

T h e se  t h r e e  a u t h o r s  h a v e ,  e i t h e r  i n  r e a l i t y  o r  i n  t h e i r  

i m a g i n a t i o n s ,  fo u n d  a  " b r a v e  new w o r l d ! " — a p a r a d i s e ,  a n  

i d e a l  s o c i e t y ,  a m odel f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r ld — i n  Amer­

i c a  .

25°V espucci, p .  12. 251More, pp. £2 , 26 .

2524 . 1 . 123-33 2535 . 1 . 1&L-3
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I n  Act 2 ,  s c e n e  1 ,  G o n za lo  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  i d e a l  

k ingdom , h i s  im a g in a r y  p a r a d i s e .  On h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  i s ­

l a n d ,  i f  he  w ere  k i n g ,  he  w ou ld  do t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

I* t h e  commonwealth I  w o u ld  by  c o n t r a r i e s  
E x e c u te  a l l  t h i n g s ;  f o r  no k in d  o f  t r a f f i c  
Would I  a d m i t ;  no name o f  m a g i s t r a t e ;
L e t t e r s  s h o u ld  n o t  be  known; r i c h e s ,  p o v e r t y ,
And u s e  o f  s e r v i c e ,  n o n e ;  c o n t r a c t ,  s u c c e s s i o n ,  
B ourn , bound o f  l a n d ,  t i l t h ,  v i n e y a r d ,  n o n e ;
No u s e  o f  m e t a l ,  c o r n ,  o r  w in e  o r  o i l ;
No o c c u p a t i o n ;  a l l  men i d l e ,  a l l  
And women t o o ,  b u t  i n n o c e n t  a n d  p u r e ;
No s o v e r e i g n t y .

A l l  t h i n g s  i n  common, n a t u r e  s h o u l d  p r o d u c e  
W ith o u t  s w e a t  o r  e n d e a v o r .  T r e a s o n ,  f e l o n y .
Sword, p i k e ,  k n i f e ,  g u n ,  o r  n e e d  o f  a n y  e n g in e  
Would I  n o t  h a v e ;  b u t  n a t u r e  s h o u l d  b r i n g  f o r t h ,
Of i t s  own k i n d ,  a l l  f o i s o n ,  a l l  a b u n d a n c e ,
To f e e d  my i n n o c e n t  p e o p le  
I  w ould  w i t h  s u c h  p e r f e c t i o n  g o v e r n ,  s i r ,
TT e x c e l  t h e  g o ld e n  age.254

G onzalo  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  k ingdom  f o r  t h e  am usem ent o f  

A n to n io  an d  S e b a s t i a n .  What h e  h a s  p u t  f o r t h  seem s l i k e  

a n  o l i o  o f  f a c t s — some f a c t s  s t r a i g h t  o u t  o f  M o r e 's  U to p ia  

an d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o lo n y  V e s p u c c i  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  

some f a c t s  t w i s t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  same s o u r c e s ,  somewhat 

chan g ed  an d  a l t e r e d ,  p e r h a p s  t o  make h i s  b o r r o w in g  l e s s  

o b v i o u s .  B e fo re  we s t a r t  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  Gon- 

z a l o ' s  s p e e c h ,  l e t  u s  n o t e  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w i l l  be 

no s o v e r e i g n  i n  h i s  com m onw ealth , G onza lo  w i l l ,  n e v e r t h e ­

l e s s ,  g o v e rn  and  " e x e c u te  a l l  t h i n g s . "

V e sp u c c i  w ro te  a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t  I n d i a n s  h e  was a b l e  

t o  o b s e r v e :  "H av in g  no la w s  a n d  no r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  t h e y

25^ 2 . 1 . 144-64
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l i v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  n a t u r e . " 2 ^  They "do n o t  p r a c t i c e  j u s ­

t i c e  n o r  p u n is h  t h e  c r i m i n a l s . "256 M ore’s  I n d i a n s  " t h i n k  

i t  h i g h l y  u n j u s t  t o  b in d  men by law s  t h a t  a r e  t o o  n u m er­

ous  t o  be  r e a d  and  to o  o b s c u r e  t o  b e  r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t o o d . " 2 ^  

They a l s o  b e l i e v e  " t h e  w e l f a r e  an d  e v i l  o f  a s t a t e  d e p e n d s  

on t h e  m o ra l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  m a g i s t r a t e s , "  an d  some " c a n  

b e  te m p te d  by money."25& G onzalo  s o l v e s  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

la w s ,  j u s t i c e ,  p u n is h m e n t ,  and  d i s h o n e s t  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  by 

h a v in g  no m a g i s t r a t e s  o r  g ov ernm en t a t  a l l .  He a l s o  s a y s ,  

" L e t t e r s  s h o u ld  n o t  be  know n." B oth  V e sp u c c i  a n d  H y th lo ­

day  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  e a c h  t r i b e  s p e a k s  a d i f f e r e n t  d i a l e c t  

f ro m  t h e  o t h e r s  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no l i t e r a t u r e  t o  be  

fo u n d  among th e m .2 59

I n  t h e  c o lo n y  t h a t  V e sp u c c i  i s  d e s c r i b i n g ,

t h e r e  i s  no p o s s e s s i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y , among 
them , f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  i n  common.260

T h e i r  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  i n  common . . . The w e a l t h  w h ich  
we a f f e c t  i n  t h i s  o u r  E urope  an d  e l s e w h e r e ,  . . .
t h e y  h o ld  o f  no v a lu e  a t  a l l  . . , 0±

'j

And i n  U to p ia

e v e ry o n e  knows t h a t  f r a u d s ,  t h e f t s ,  q u a r r e l s ,  c o n ­
t e n t i o n s ,  u p r i s i n g s ,  m u rd e r s ,  b e t r a y a l s ,  a n d  p o i s o n ­
i n g s  ( e v i l s  t h a t  a r e  commonly p u n is h e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  
c h ec k ed  by t h e  s e v e r i t i e s  o f  t h e  law ) w ou ld  w i t h e r  
away i f  money w ere  e r a d i c a t e d !  F e a r ,  a n x i e t y ,  w o rry

2 55vespucci, in  P o h l ,  p. 1 3 2 . 256j/iore, p . 7 .

2 5?More, P» 6 1 .  2 ^ M o r e ,  p .  6 1 .

259V espucci, More, p ass im . 260P o h l,  p .  132.

2^ V e s p u c c i ,  p . 9.
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c a r e ,  t o i l ,  a n d  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t s  w ou ld  d i s a p p e a r  a t  
t h e  same t im e  a s  money! E ven p o v e r t y ,  w h ic h  seem s 
t o  n eed  money more t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  f o r  i t s  r e l i e f ,  
w ould  v a n i s h  i f  money w ere  g o n « .

As lo n g  a s  t h e r e  i s  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  w h i l e  money 
i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  I  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  a 
n a t i o n  can  be  g o v e rn e d  e i t h e r  j u s t l y  o r  h a p p i l y  . . . 
T h ere  i s  no p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  . . . I n  U to p ia  e v e r y ­
t h i n g  b e lo n g s  t o  e v e r y b o d y .263

G onzalo  do es  away w i t h  b o t h  r i c h e s  a n d  p o v e r t y  i n  one  sw oop .

,fCommunal l i v i n g  w i t h o u t  u s e  o f  m o n e y . " 2 6 4  s u i t s  h im  v e r y

w e l l .

T h ere  a r e  "no b o u n d a r i e s  o f  k ingdom  o r  p r o v i n c e " 265 

i n  t h e  new la n d  t h a t  V e sp u c c i  fo u n d  a n d  i n  U t o p i a ,  "W hereas 

o t h e r  n a t i o n s  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  m ak ing  a l l i a n c e s ,  b r e a k i n g  

th em , and  t h e n  re n e w in g  th e m , t h e  U to p ia n s  make no a l l i ­

a n c e s  w i th  a n y  n a t i o n . " 2^  N e i t h e r  d o e s  G o n z a lo .  He d o e s  

away w i th  c o n t r a c t s ,  b o u rn  ( b o u n d a r y ) ,  a n d  bound  o f  l a n d . "

As f o r  t i l t h  ( t i l l i n g  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  a g r i c u l t u r e )  

a n d  o c c u p a t i o n ,  h e  w i l l  h a v e  n o n e  o f  t h a t  e i t h e r .  Here 

he  f o l lo w s  t h e  Z a p o le t e s  ( t h e  R e a d y - S e l l e r s )  who a r e  "u n ­

a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  an d  a r e  i n d i f f e r e n t  a b o u t  

h o u s in g  and  c l o t h i n g . " 2^  The I n d i a n s  i n  A m erica  know 

l i t t l e  a b o u t  h o u s in g  and  a g r i c u l t u r e .  They l i v e  m o s t ly  

on " r o o t s ,  h e r b s ,  f r u i t  a n d  f i s h .  They h av e  no n e e d  o f

2^ f l o r e ,  p .  8 1 . 2^ M o r e ,  p p .  3 1 , SO.

26% o r e ,  p .  82 . 265I n  P o h l ,  p .  1 3 2 .

266More, p . 62 26?More, p . 6 2 .



w h e a t ,  n o r  o f  o t h e r  g r a i n s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  common u s e  and  

d i e t  t h e y  u s e  t h e  r o o t  o f  a t r e e ,  o f  w h ich  t h e y  make 

f l o u r .  ” 2^

G o n z a lo  w i l l  d ep en d  on  n a t u r e ’s  g e n e r o s i t y  f o r  

p r o v i s i o n s .  He a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  U to p ia n s  t h a t  "no one 

h a s  t o  w e a r  h i m s e l f  o u t  w i t h  e n d l e s s  t o i l  f rom  m orn ing  

t i l l  n i g h t ,  a s  i f  he  w ere  a b e a s t  o f  b u r d e n . " 2^9 Mo r e _ 

o v e r ,  e v e n  th o u g h  t h e  U to p ia n s  work o n ly  s i x  h o u r s  o u t  o f  

t w e n t y - f o u r ,  t h e i r  w o rk in g  h o u r s  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r o ­

v i d e  n o t  o n l y  a n  a b u n d a n c e ,  b u t  ev en  a s u p e ra b u n d a n c e  o f  

a l l  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  a n d  c o v e n ie n c e s  o f  l i f e  an d  " o f t e n  

when t h e r e  i s  no n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  w o rk ,  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  

p r o c l a i m  a s h o r t e r  w orkday , s i n c e  t h e y  n e v e r  anpLoy t h e  

c i t i z e n s  on  n e e d l e s s  l a b o r ! ” 270  gy t h e i r  p r a c t i c e s  " t h e  

U t o p i a n s  make t h e  l a n d  y i e l d  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  a l l " 27-*- an(j 

" a l t h o u g h  th q rk n o w  j u s t  how much g r a i n  e ac h  c i t y  a n d  i t s  

d i s t r i c t  w i l l  consum e, t h e y  sow more g r a i n  an d  b r e e d  more 

c a t t l e  t h a n  t h e y  n e e d  f o r  t h e i r  own u s e ,  an d  s h a r e  t h e  

s u r p l u s  w i t h  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s . " 272  * t  i s  t h i s  abundance  

o f  n a t u r e  t h a t  G onzalo  w i l l  u s e  t o  f e e d  h i s  " in n o c e n t  

p e o p l e . "
I n  c a l l i n g  h i s  p e o p le  " i n n o c e n t  a n d  p u re "  Gon­

z a l o  may h a v e  b e en  t h i n k i n g  o f  V e s p u c c i ' s  I n d i a n s  who 

"go a b o u t  w h o l ly  n a k e d ,  man and  women a l i k e ,  w i t h o u t  c o v -

2 6 SV e s p u c c i ,  p .  1 1 . 269M ore, p .  3 4 .

27°More, p . 37 . 271More, p . 3g. 2? 2More, p .



146

e r i n g  a n y  s h a m e fu l  p a r t ,  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  t h e y  i s s u e d  

f ro m  t h e i r  m o th e r s ’ w o m b s . ” 273

A p p a r e n t ly  G onzalo  d o e s  n o t  a p p ro v e  o f  v i o l e n c e .

The U to p ia n s  a l s o  ’’h a t e  an d  d e t e s t  w ar a s  a t h i n g  m a n i f e s t ­

l y  b r u t a l  . . . t h e y  c o n s i d e r  n o t h i n g  so  i n g l o r i o u s  a s  

t h e  g l o r y  won i n  w a r . ” 2 7 4  They do n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  do away

w i t h  sw o rd s ,  k n i v e s ,  g u n s ,  a n d  m i l i t a r y  m a c h in e s  com-
*

p l e t e l y ,  a s  G onza lo  w o u ld ,  b u t  t h e y  keep  them  w e l l  h id d e n  

i n  c a s e  th e y  s h o u l d  b e  a t t a c k e d . 275

T h is ,  t h e n ,  i s  V e s p u c c i ’ s  I n d i a n  s e t t l e m e n t ,

M ore ’s  U to p ia ,  and  G o n z a lo 's  unnam ed, i m a g i n a r y ,  i d e a l  

k ingd om . They e a c h  d e s c r i b e  a ’’g o ld e n  a g e ” i n  w h ich  

man l i v e s  w i th  a minimum o f  l a b o r ,  no c r im e  o r  p a i n  o r  

w a r ,  a s  Adam l i v e d  i n  Eden b e f o r e  t h e  F a l l . 2 7 6  I n  t h e s e  

i d e a l  co m m u n itie s  " v i r t u e  h a s  i t s  r e w a r d ,  y e t  e v e r y t h i n g  

i s  s h a r e d  e q u a l l y  an d  e v e r y  man l i v e s  i n  p l e n t y . ” 2 7 7  The 

t h r e e  a u t h o r s  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  ’’m o s t  m a r v e l lo u s  t h i n g s , ”276  

" t h i n g s  o f  g r e a t  w o n d e r , " 279gbo u t  t he  " h a p p i n e s s  o f  

U t o p i a n s ” 2®® i n  t h e  ’’b e s t  co m m o n w ea lth ,” 2®^ a n d  a b o u t  

"beauteous m ankind” i n  a " b r a v e  new w o r l d . ”2®2 They t e l l

2^ V e s p u c c i ,  p .  5 .  2^ S l o r e ,  p .  63 2^ i l b i d .

27®The F o l g e r  L i b r a r y  G e n e r a l  R e a d e r ' s  S h a k e s p e a r e :  
The T e m p e s t :- e d .  L o u is  B. W rig h t  (New Y o rk , 1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  3 2 .

277More, p .  2 5 .  2? ^ V e s p u c c i ,  p .  1 7 .  27 9 j b i d ,  p . 3 .

2g0More, p . 61. 26l M0r e ,  p . 79 .
232

The Tem pest, 5 . 1 . 1 6 3 .
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o f  s o i l  t h a t  i s  " b o u n t i f u l  i n  y i e l d i n g  them  w hat t h e y  

r e q u i r e , "233 o f  t h e  " l a n d  t h a t  y i e l d s  a b u n d a n c e ,"  and  o f  

an  i s l a n d  w i t h  " e v e r y  f e r t i l e  i n c h . " 2&4 V e sp u c c i  saw i t  

i n  a c t u a l i t y ;  More a n d  S h a k e s p e a r e  d e s c r i b e  a s o c i e t y  

t h e y  h o p e  f o r ,  n o t  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e y  know.

I  h a v e  s e e n  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  V e s p u c c i ’s  . i n f l u e n c e

on More a n d  on M o re ’s  i n f l u e n c e  on S h a k e s p e a r e ,  b u t  I

h av e  n o t  fo u n d  a n  a n a l y s i s  any w h ere  o f  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s

i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  men s u c h  a s  I  have  g iv e n

h e r e .  H ow ever, i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  G o n z a lo ’ s  s p e e c h ,  t h e r e

i s  a n o t h e r  a u t h o r  who c a n n o t  be  o v e r l o o k e d —M ic h a l  Eyquem

o f  M o n ta ig n e .  I n  h i s  E s s a y  XXX, "O f t h e  C a n i b a l l e s , "  we

f i n d  p a r a l l e l s  w i t h  G o n z a lo Ts  s p e e c h  t h a t  s h o u ld  a l s o  be

n o t e d .  M o n ta ig n e  w r o te :

I  h a v e  h a d  lo n g  t im e  d w e l l i n g  w i t h  me a man, who 
f o r  a s p a c e  o f  t e n  o r  tw e lv e  y e a r e s  h a d  d w e l t  i n  
t h a t  o t h e r  w o r l d ,  w h ic h  i n  o u r  a g e  was l a t e l y  d i s ­
c o v e r e d  i n  t h o s e  p a r t s  w here  V i l l e g a i g n o n  f i r s t  s u r ­
name d_jy2t a r t i k e  F r a n c e  . . . t h e  s a i d  H a n d  s h o u ld  
b e  t h e  new w o r ld  we h a v e  l a t e l y  d i s c o v e r e d  . . . 
B e s i d e s ,  o u r  m oderne  N a v i g a t io n s  h a v e  now a lm o s t  
d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  an  H a n d ,  b u t  r a t h e r  f i r m e  
l a n d ,  a n d  a c o n t i n e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  on one 
s i d e ,  an d  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  l y i n g  u n d e r  t h e  two P o le s  on 
t h e  o t h e r ;  f ro m  w h ic h  i t  b e  d i v i d e d  . . . I t  i s  a 
n a t i o n  . . . t h a t  h a t h  no k in d e  o f  t r a f f i k e ,  no know­
le d g e  o f  L e t t e r s ,  no i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  nu m b ers ,  no name 
o f  m a g i s t r a t e ,  n o r  o f  p o l i t i k e  s u p e r i o r i t i e s  no u s e  
o f  s e r v i c e ,  o f  r i c h e s  o r  o f  p o v e r t i e ;  no c o n t r a c t s ,  
no s u c c e s s i o n s ,  no p a r t i t i o n s ,  no o c c u p a t i o n  b u t  i d l e ;  
no r e s p e c t  o f  k i n d r e d ,  b u t  common, no a p p a r e l l  b u t  
n a t u r a l l ,  no m an u r in g  o f  l a n d s ,  no u s e  o f  w in e ,  c o rn e ,

^ ^ V e s p u c c i ,  p . 26 . ^ ^ 2 . 2 . 153
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o r  m e t t l e .  The v e r y  w ords t h a t  im p o r t  l y i n g ,  f a l s e ­
h o o d ,  t r e a s o n ,  d i s s i m u l a t i o n s ,  c o v e t o u s n e s s ,  e n v i e ,  
d e t r a c t i o n ,  and  p a rd o n ,  w e re  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  am o n g s t  
th e m . How d i s s o n a n t  w ould  he  DPlatqJ f i n d e  h i s  im - 
a g i n a r i e  commonwealth from  t h i s  p e r f e c t i o n !  . . .
They h a v e  g r e a t  ab u n d an c e  o f  f i s h  and  f l e s h  . . .
They c o n te n d  n o t  f o r  t h e  g a i n i n g  o f  new l a n d s ;  f o r  
t o  t h i s  day  t h e y  y e t  e n jo y  t h a t  n a t u r a l l  u b e r t i e  
a n d  f r u i t f u l n e s s e , w h ich  w i t h o u t  l a b o u r i n g  t o y l e ,  
d o th  i n  s u c h  p l e n t e o u s  a b u n d an c e  f u r n i s h  them  w i t h  
a l l  n e c e s s a r y  t h i n g ,  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  n o t  e n l a r g e  
t h e i r  l i m i t s .  They a r e  y e t  i n  t h a t  h a p p y  e s t a t e ,  a s  
t h e y  d e s i r e  no m ore, t h a n  w ha t t h e i r  n a t u r a l l  n e c e s ­
s i t i e s  d i r e c t  them : w h a t s o e v e r  i s  beyond  i t ,  i s  t o  
them  s u p e r f l u o u s  . . . T h ese  l e a v e  t h i s  f u l l  p o s ­
s e s s i o n  o f  goods i n  common, an d  w i t h o u t  d i v i s i o n  t o  
t h e i r  h e i r e s ,  w i t h o u t  o t h e r  c la im e  o r  t i t l e ,  b u t  t h a t  
w h ic h  n a t u r e  d o th  p l a i n e l y  im p a r t  u n to  a l l  c r e a ­
t u r e s . 2*^

V e s p u c c i ’s  Mondus Novus was f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

1 5 0 3 , M o re ’s  U to p ia  i n  1 5 1 6 ,  an d  M o n ta ig n e ’ s  E s s a y s  w ere  

f i r s t  p r i n t e d  i n  15&0. I t  w ould  seem t h a t  a l l  o f  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  S h a k e s p e a re  a n d  t h a t  h e  may h a v e  

drawn on a l l  t h r e e .  What i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  

t h a t  a l l  f o u r  w r i t e r s  w e re  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  A m e r ic a .  They 

had  one  t h i n g  i n  common— i n  t h e i r  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  New W orld  

t h e y  f o r e s a w  t h e  main l i n e s  a lo n g  w h ich  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  

s o c i a l  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  w ould  d e v e lo p  i n  t h e  f u ­

t u r e .  M ost o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  an d  s o c i a l  r e f o r m s  t h a t  w ere  

m a n i f e s t e d  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  w ere  fo re s h a d o w e d  i n  V e s p u c c i ' s  

New W o rld ,  i n  M ore’s  U to p ia  a n d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  unnamed 

" p l a n t a t i o n . "  T h is  v i s i o n  o f  a G olden  Age a n d  a n  E a r t h l y  

P a r a d i s e  was l i k e w i s e  in te r w o v e n  i n t o  a l l  t h e  c h r o n i c l e s

2^ M i c h a l  Eyquem M o n ta ig n e ,  The E s s a v e s  o f  M ic h a l  
L o rd  o f  M o n ta ig n e , t r a n s .  Jo h n  F l o r i o  ( L o ndo n , 1 6 0 3 ) ,  
1 :216 .
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o f  t h e  e a r l y  n a v i g a t o r s .

As e a r l y  a s  t h e  s i x t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  monk Cosmas,

i n  U n i v e r s a l  C h r i s t i a n  T o p o g ra p h y , s t a t e d  t h e  o b j e c t  o f

many a l a t e r  v o y a g e r :

I f  P a r a d i s e  w ere  r e a l l y  on t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h i s  w o r ld ,  
i s  t h e r e  n o t  many a man among t h o s e  who a r e  so  k e e n  
t o  l e a r n  a n d  s e a r c h  o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w ould  n o t  
l e t  h i m s e l f  be  d e t e r r e d  from  r e a c h i n g  i t ?  When 
we s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  men who w i l l  n o t  be  d e t e r r e d  
f ro m  p e n e t r a t i n g  t o  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  i n  s e a r c h  
o f  s i l k ,  a n d  a l l  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  f i l t h y  l u c r e ,  how 
c an  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  b e , d e t e r r e d  from  go­
i n g  t o  g e t  a  s i g h t  o f  P a r a d i s e ? * ° &

A lm ost a th o u s a n d  y e a r s  l a t e r  Columbus w r o te  o f  

t h e  l a n d  h e  h ad  r e a c h e d ,  "T h e re  a r e  g r e a t  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  

t h i s  b e in g  t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  p a r a d i s e ,  f o r  i t s  s i t e  c o i n ­

c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  o p i n i o n  of the  h o l y  a n d  w is e  t h e o l o g i a n s  

whom I  h av e  m e n t i o n e d . " 2^?  He e x p l a i n e d  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  

t h u s :  c a l c u l a t i o n s  o f  l a t i t u d e  seem ed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t

t h e  e a r t h  was n o t  q u i t e  r o u n d ,  a s  h e  had  a ssu m e d , b u t  

p e a r - s h a p e d ,  a n d  t h a t  h i s  s h i p s  s k i r t e d  a k in d  o f  "cosm ic  

b r e a s t "  r a t h e r  s i m i l a r  t o  D a n te ’s  Mount P u r g a t o r y ,  a t  t h e  

t o p  o f  w h ich  m ust e x i s t  t h e  G arden  o f  E den . He b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  t h e  s t r o n g ,  f r e s h - w a t e r  c u r r e n t s  from  f a r  o u t  i n  t h e  

G u lf  o f  P a r i a  h a d  t h e i r  s o u r c e  i n  t h e  f o u r  r i v e r s  w hich

w a t e r e d  t h e  E i b l i c a l  g a r d e n .  M o re o v e r ,  a l l  t h e  e v id e n c e  

o f  h i s  s e n s e s — t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  l u x u r i a n t  

v e g e t a t i o n ,  t h e  p e r fu m e  o f  a th o u s a n d  t r o p i c a l  f l o w e r s

2^6R a le ig h ,  p .  16 . 2S?R ale ig h , p . 17
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— seem ed t o  c o n f i r m  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  m in d .2^

I n  I 564  C a p ta in  B arlow e a l s o  w r o te  a b o u t  t h e  

i d e a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  A m e ric a .  He s a i d ,  " t h e  

p e o p le  a r e  m ost g e n t l e ,  l o v i n g ,  a n d  f a i t h f u l ,  v o i d  o f  

a l l  g u i l e  an d  t r e a s o n ,  an d  su c h  a s  l i v e  a f t e r  t h e  man­

n e r  o f  t h e  G olden  A g e ." 2**9

T h ere  was a n o t h e r  t r a i t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  t h a t  was 

m e n t io n e d  by  t h e  t h r e e  a u t h o r s  I  h a v e  com pared  h e r e — t h a t  

o f  s u n w o r s h ip p in g  w h ich  was m e n t io n e d  e a r l i e r .  V e s p u c c i  

w r o t e ,  "They £ th e  n a t i v e s ^  a s k e d  u s  whence we cam e, an d  

we g a v e  them  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  we came fro m  h e a v e n  and  

t h a t  we w ere  g o in g  t o  s e e  t h e  w o r ld ;  a n d  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  

i t . n 2 9 0  H y th lo d a y  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  h e  m e t ,

"some w o rs h ip  t h e  su n  a s  g o d , o t h e r s  t h e  m o o n ." 29^ an d  we 

rem em ber t h a t  C a l ib a n  a s k e d  S te p h a n o ,  " H a s t  t h o u  n o t  d r o p ­

ped  f ro m  h e a v e n ? "  and  S te p h an o  r e p l i e d ,  "O u t o ’ t h e  moon,

I  do a s s u r e  t h e e .  I  was t h e  Man i ’ t h e  Moon when t im e  w a s ."  

C a l ib a n  t h e n  s a y s ,  " I  h av e  s e e n  t h e e  i n  h e r ,  a n d  I  do 

a d o r e  t h e e  . . .  I  w i l l  k i s s  t h y  f o o t .  I  p r i t h e e  be  my 

g o d . " 292

T h e re  i s  e v id e n c e ,  t h e n ,  a s  I  h a v e  begu n  t o  show , 

t h a t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  d i s c o v e r y ,  g e o g ra p h y ,  f a c t u a l  a c c o u n t s

oAfk
C h a r le s  L. S a n f o r d ,  The Q u e s t  f o r  P a r a d i s e  

( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  U rb a n a ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  3 9 .

2^ 9R a le ig h ,  p .  6 0 .  29® V esp u cc i ,  p .  i g #

291More, p . 70. 292The Tem pest. 2 . 2 . 1 42 -5 , 154 .



o f  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  a n d  f i c t i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  

w e re  i n t e r t w i n e d  a n d  i n s e p a r a b l e .  The i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  b e ­

comes ev en  more p ro n o u n c e d  i n  t h e  se c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n ­

t u r y ,  a s  do t h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  

p l a y s .
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CHAPTER II

THE VOYAGES TO RUSSIA AND AFRICA

T ra d e  i s  E s t a b l i s h e d  w i th  R u s s ia  

The r e i g n s  o f  Edw ard V I, young so n  o f  H enry  V I I I  

a n d  Ja n e  Seym our, and  Mary T u d o r ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  H enry  V I I I  

a n d  C a th e r in e  o f  A rago n , w e re  m arked by r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t ­

i c a l ,  and  econom ic  u n r e s t .  The e v e n t s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  

w h ich  h av e  a b e a r i n g  on t h i s  s t u d y  w ere  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  

S i r  Hugh W il lo u g h b y  an d  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  

N o r t h e a s t  P a s s a g e ,  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t r a d e  w i t h  R u s s i a ,  and  

t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  o f  E n g l i s h  m e r c h a n ts  t o  t h e  Gold and  I v o r y  

C o a s t s  o f  A f r i c a .  T hese  e x p e d i t i o n s  w ere  an  a t t e m p t  t o  

f i n d  more l u c r a t i v e  t r a d i n g  r o u t e s  t h a n  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  i n  

e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  b e c a u s e  f i r s t ,  

t h e y  w ere  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e s  t o  t h e  e v e n t u a l  c o l o n i z a t i o n  

o f  A m erica , and  s e c o n d ,  t h e y  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  

p l a y s .

T h e re  w e re  s e v e r a l  c o n f l i c t i n g  f o r c e s  t h a t  c a u se d  

t h e  c h a o s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  W h ile  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  h a d  b e en  

f a l l i n g  o f f  d r a s t i c a l l y ,  m a n u f a c t u r in g  was d e v e lo p in g  

r a p i d l y .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  w ere  i n  t h e  tow ns a n  e v e r ­

g ro w in g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a r t i s a n s  who w ere  s u f f e r i n g  from  

h u n g e r  and  unem ploym ent an d  a  r i c h e r - g r o w i n g  g ro u p  o f
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w e a l t h y  m e rc h a n ts  who w ere  a c c u m u la t i n g  c a p i t a l  p a r t l y

a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  p r e c i o u s  m e ta l s  f ro m  A m erica .

A V e n e t i a n  o b s e r v e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  many members o f

t h e  M e rc h a n ts  A d v e n tu re r s  an d  S t a p l e r s *  Conpanie w o r th

f ro m  ^ 5 0 ,0 0 0  t o  ^ 6 0 , 0 0 0  e a c h .  T h is  f i g u r e  i s  p r o b a b ly

e x a g g e r a t e d ,  b u t  m e r c a n t i l e  w e a l t h  was c e r t a i n l y  on t h e

in c re ase .-* -  T h e re  w e re  t h e n  two e x t r e m e s :  p o v e r t y  an d

h u n g e r  f o r  t h e  p o o r  a n d  e x t r a v a g a n t  l i v i n g  and  lu x u r y

f o r  t h e  w e a l t h y .

Thomas More c a l l e d  l i f e  "a  c o n s p i r a c y  o f  t h e

r i c h "  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o o r  a n d  s a i d ,  "To make t h i s  w re tc h e d

p o v e r t y  w o rs e ,  w a n to n  l u x u r y  i s  yoked t o  i t . " 2 In

H enry  V I I I . t h e  c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  p o v e r t y  and  lu x u r y  i s

d e s c r i b e d .  The Duke o f  N o r f o lk  s a y s :

. . . upon t h e s e  t a x a t i o n s ,
The c l o t h i e r s  a l l ,  n o t  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n
The many t o  them  l o n g i n g ,  h av e  p u t  o f f
The s p i n s t e r s ,  c a r d e r s ,  f u l l e r s ,  w e a v e r s ,  who
U n f i t  f o r  o t h e r  l i f e ,  c o m p e l l ’ d by  h u n g e r
And l a c k  o f  o t h e r  m eans, i n  d e s p e r a t e  m anner
D a r in g  t h e  e v e n t  t o  t h e  t e e t h ,  a r e  a l l  i n  u p r o a r ,
And d a n g e r  s e r v e s  among th e m .3

Queen K a t h a r i n e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  " c o n s p i r a c y " :

The s u b j e c t s ’ g r i e f  
Comes th r o u g h  c o m m iss io n s ,  w h ic h  compel f ro m  e a c h  
The s i x t h  p a r t  o f  h i s  s u b s t a n c e ,  t o  be l e v i e d  
W ith o u t  d e l a y ;  an d  t h e  p r e t e n c e  f o r  t h i s  
I s  named, y o u r  w a rs  i n  F ra n c e :  t h i s  makes b o ld  

m o u th s :
T ongues s p i t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  o u t ,  a n d  c o ld  h e a r t s  

f r e e z e
A l l e g i a n c e  i n  them ; t h e i r  c u r s e s  now 
L iv e  w here  t h e i r  p r a y e r s  d id :  a n d  i t ’s come to  

p a s s ,

-*-S h o rt  H i s t o r y , p . 61. ^More, p . 11.

31 . 2 . 31-7
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T h a t  t r a c t a b l e  o b e d ie n c e  i s  a  s l a v e  
To e a c h  in c e n s e d  will.**-

U n der  Edward V I , t h e  n e e d  f o r  em ploym ent on t h e  

one  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  money t o  i n v e s t  on  t h e  

o t h e r  h a n d ,  f o r c e d  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  new o u t l e t s  f o r  Eng­

l i s h  t r a d e  t o  a d v an c e  r a p i d l y .  F a r - s i g h t e d  i n v e s t o r s  

b e g an  t o  s e n d  e x p e d i t i o n s  o u t  t o  f i n d  some o f  t h e  w o r l d -  

commerce u n t i l  now m o n o p o liz e d  by S p a in  a n d  P o r t u g a l .

I t  was p r i m a r i l y  t h e  London m e r c h a n t s  who s u p ­

p o r t e d  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a  n o r th e r n  p a s s a g e  t o  T a r t a r y ,  

C a th a y ,  and  t h e  S p ic e  I s l a n d s .  I n  T w e l f t h  N i g h t . S i r  

Toby B e lc h  s a y s  t o  O l i v i a ,  "My l a d y ' s  a C a t a i a n , "  mean­

i n g ,  t o p i c a l l y ,  an  i n v e s t o r  i n  t h e  Cataian  v e n t u r e .  Hak­

l u y t  g i v e s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  E n g la n d  a t  

t h e  t im e  a s  w r i t t e n  by  C lem ent Adams, " S c h o o le m a s te r  t o  

t h e  Q ueenes henshem en a s  he  r e c e i v e d  i t  a t  t h e  m outh o f  

t h e  s a i d  R ic h a rd  C h a n c e l e r . " ^

At w hat t im e  o u r  M a rc h a n ts  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  commodi­
t i e s  and  w a re s  o f  E n g la n d  t o  b e e  i n  s m a l l  r e q u e s t  
w i th  t h e  c o u n t r e y s  a n d  p e o p le  a b o u t  u s ,  an d  n e e r e  
u n to  u s ,  an d  t h a t  t h o s e  M a r c h a n d iz e s  w h ic h  s t r a n g ­
e r s  i n  t h e  t im e  a n d  m em ories  o f  o u r  a u n c e s t e r s  d i d  
e a r n e s t l y  s e e k e  a n d  d e s i r e ,  w e re  nowe n e g l e c t e d ,  
an d  t h e  p r i c e  t h e r e o f  a b a t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  by  u s  c a r ­
r i e d  t o  t h e i r e  owne p o r t e s ,  a n d  a l l  f o r e i g n e  M erch ­
a n d i s e s  i n  g r e a t  a c c o m p t ,  a n d  t h e i r  p r i s e s  w o n d e r­
f u l l y  r a i s e d :  c e r t a i n  g r a v e  C i t i z e n s  o f  London, 
an d  men o f  g r e a t  w isdom e, a n d  c a r e f u l l  f o r  t h e  good  
o f  t h e i r  C o u n t r e y ,  b e g a n  t o  t h i n k e  w i t h  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
howe t h i s  m i s c h i e f e  m ig h t  be  r e m e d ie d .  N e i t h e r  was 
a r e m e d ie  ( a s  i t  t h e n  a p p e a r e d )  w a n t in g  t o  t h e i r

^ 1 .2 .5 6 - 6 2  ^S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  3 1 .  

^ H a k lu y t ,  1 :2 6 6 .
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d e s i r e ,  f o r  t h e  a v o y d in g  o f  so  g r e a t  a n  in c o n v e n ­
i e n c e :  f o r  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  w e a l th  o f  t h e  S p a n i a r d s  
an d  P o r t i n g a l e s ,  by  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e  an d  s e a r c h  o f  
newe t r a d e s  a n d  C o u n t r e y s  was m a r v e l l o u s l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  
s u p p o s in g  t h e  same t o  b e  a  c o u r s e  a n d  meane f o r  th em  
a l s o  t o  o b t e i n e  t h e  l i k e ,  t h e y  th e r e u p o n  r e s o l v e d  
upon  a newe a n d  s t r a n g e  N a v i g a t io n .  And w h e re a s  a t  
t h e  same t im e  one  S e b a s t i a n  C a b o ta , a man i n  t h o s e  
d a y e s  v e r y  ren o w n ed , happened to  b e e  i n  London, t h e y  
b e g a n  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t o  d e a l e  an d  c o n s u l t  d i l i g e n t l y  
w i t h  h im , and  a f t e r  much s p e e c h  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e  t o ­
g e t h e r ,  i t  was a t  l a s t  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h r e e  s h i p p e s  
s h o u l d  b e e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  f u r n i s h e d  o u t ,  f o r  t h e  s e a r c h  
a n d  d i s c o v e r i e  o f  t h e  N o r th e r n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  t o  
open  a way a n d  p a s s a g e  t o  o u r  men f o r  t r a v a i l e  t o  
Newe a n d  unknowen kdngdomes.7

A f a c t o r  so m e tim es  o v e r lo o k e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

w e s t e r n  l a n d s  i s  t h a t  E n g la n d ’ s  i n t e r e s t  i n  Am erica w a s ,  

f ro m  t h e  s t a r t ,  i n c i d e n t a l .  The im m e d ia te  c o n c e rn  was 

w i th  f i n d i n g  a n o r t h e a s t  p a s s a g e  w hich  w ould  o f f s e t  

S p a in  ’ s  a d v a n ta g e  o f  a p r o s p e r i n g  W est I n d i a n  t r a d e ,  an d  

P o r t u g a l ’s  o f  h a v in g  a r o u t e  by  t h e  Cape o f  Good Hope t o  

t h e  r i c h  s p i c e r i e s  o f  t h e  East.** W il l ia m s o n  e x p l a i n s  how 

Solym an t h e  M a g n i f i c e n t ' s  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  

d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  a n d  m id d le  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c u t  o f f  

E n g l i s h  t r a d e  i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  an d  f o r c e d  E n g la n d  t o  

s e e k  a new t r a d e  r o u t e . 9

I n  The M e rc h a n t  o f  V e n ic e , t h e  P r i n c e  o f  M orocco 

s w e a r s  "By t h i s  s c i m i t a r ,  /  T h a t  s l e w  t h e  Sophy a n d  a 

P e r s i a n  p r i n c e  /  T h a t  won t h r e e  f i e l d s  o f  S u l t a n  Solyman."-*-®

^ H a k lu y t ,  1 :2 6 6 .  ^Caw ley, p .  275* 

^ S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  4 9 .  102 . 1 .  2 6 -6
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9 raw it by Thomas Derrick ........  ^
Founded upon a contemporary , 
niniature in the British Museum

F i g .  18. S u l t a n  So lym an . From 
H a k l u y t ’ s  P r i n c i p a l  N a v i g a t i o n s .



160

I n  1553 a s t r o n g  s y n d i c a t e ,  f i n a n c e d  b y  n o b l e s ,  

m i n i s t e r s  o f  s t a t e ,  an d  t h e  m ost p ro m in e n t  m e r c h a n ts  o f  

E n g la n d ,  was fo rm ed  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  a 

r o u t e  t o  C a th a y  by t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  s e a s ,  o r  f a i l i n g  

t h i s ,  t o  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  w i t h  w h ich  t r a d e  c o u ld  be  

opened  up  b y  E n g l i s h  m e r c h a n t s . ^  The g r o u p ,  u n d e r  t h e  

t i t l e  o f  "The m y s t e r i e  and  Companie o f  t h e  M e rc h a n ts  a d ­

v e n t u r e r s  f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e  o f  R e g io n s ,  D o m in io n s ,  I s ­

l a n d s  a n d  p l a c e s  u n k n o w n . " - ^  was  i n c o r p o r a t e d  by  a c h a r ­

t e r  g r a n t e d  by  Edward V I, i n  w hich  A r t i c l e  20 p r o v i d e d  

f o r  t h e  K ing t o  h av e  a s h a r e  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s .  S e b a s t i a n  

C abo t was a p p o i n t e d  G o v e rn o r .  The A d m ira l  was t o  s u b ­

m it  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  T w e lv e ,  i n  

w h ich  he  h a d  a d o u b le  v o t e ,  f o r  d e c i s i o n .  The C o u n c i l  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  S i r  Hugh W il lo u g h b y ,  C a p t a i n - g e n e r a l ;  R ich ' 

a r d  C h a n c e l l o r ,  p i l o t - g e n e r a l ;  G eorge B u r to n ,  h e a d  m er­

c h a n t ;  Jam es D e la b e re ,  g e n t le m a n ;  a n d  t h e  m a s t e r s  and 

m ates  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s h i p s .  No b e t t e r  p l a n n e d  a n d  e q u ip ­

ped e x p e d i t i o n  had  e v e r  b e f o r e  l e f t  a n  E n g l i s h  p o r t  on 

a voyag e  o f  d i s c o v e r y . ^

■ ^ M ild re d  W r e t t s - S m i t h ,  "The E n g l i s h  i n  R u s s ia  
D u r in g  t h e  Second  H a l f  o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  C e n t u r y , "  i n  
T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  R ova l H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y . F o u r t h  
S e r .  3 = 7 2 -1 0 2 ,  (London, 1 9 2 0 ) .

12W il l ia m  Sam uel P a g e ,  The R u s s ia  Company f ro m  
1553 t o  1660  (London: Brown, 1 9 1 1 ) ,  p .  1 .

• ^ M a r i t i m e , p p .  3 1 g -2 1 .
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F ig .  X 9 $Jr Hugh Willoughby. T he portrait a t  Wollaton Hall, from  the  plate In Richard H ak­
luy t's  Voyages. Glasgow edition, vol. II , frontispiece. By courtesy of Lord Middleton.
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The f l e e t  o f  t h r e e  s h i p s  d e p a r t e d  10 May 1553 

f ro m  R a t c l i f f .  K ing  Edward was n o t  t h e r e  t o  s e e  them  

o f f  b e c a u s e  h e  was i l l  a n d  n o t  lo n g  a f t e r  t h e i r  d e p a r ­

t u r e  h e  d i e d . - ^

On 2 A u gus t  t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  S e n je n  I s l a n d  

i n  t h e  s e a  o f f  t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  Norway, s i g h t e d  Nova 

Zem bla, w h ich  t h e y  named W il lo u g h b y  L and , an d  l a t e r  

came t o  V ard a , a t  72°  l a t i t u d e ,  w h ic h  was t h e  f a r t h e s t  

o u t p o s t  o f  E u ro p e a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  A 

su d d e n  an d  v i o l e n t  s to r m  a r o s e  w h ic h  s e p a r a t e d  W i l lo u g h ­

b y ' s  Bona S p e ra n z a  a n d  t h e  Bona C o n f i d e n t i a  f ro m  Chan­

c e l l o r ' s  Edward B o n a v e n t u r e . W il lo u g h b y  r e a c h e d  M o l l e r  

Bay on 14 August 1 5 5 3 .  When h e  fo u n d  h i s  s h i p  was l e a k ­

in g  he  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  h i s  way t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  Norway.

A f t e r  u n c e r t a i n  w a n d e r in g  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  R iv e r  A rz in a  

and  d e c id e d  t o  w i n t e r  t h e r e . i n  1554  a R u s s ia n  f i s h ­

in g  s h i p  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  m i s s i n g  s h i p s  a n c h o r e d  i n  t h e  

mouth o f  t h e  A rz in a  R i v e r  i n  L a p la n d .  They w ere  f u l l  

o f  m e r c h a n d i s e ,  b u t  t h e  c re w s ,  n u m b e r in g  e i g h t y - t h r e e

p e r s o n s ,  w ere  a l l  f r o z e n  t o  d e a t h .  S i r  Hugh W il lo u g h b y
1 6d i e d  i n  t h e  a c t  o f  w r i t i n g  h i s  j o u r n a l .

. C h a n c e l l o r  an d  h i s  c re w  a r r i v e d  a t  l e n g t h  a t  t h e  

e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  W h ite  S e a .  A f t e r  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  Bay o f

1 4 I b i d . ,  p .  3 1 7 .  ^5 i b i d . , p p .  3 1 3 - 2 1 .
16

N i c h o la s  C a s i m i r ,  B aron  de B o g o r i s h e v s y ,  "The 
E n g l i s h  i n  Moscovy d u r i n g  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  C e n tu r y , "  i n  T r a n s ­
a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  (L ondon , IB 7 S) 7 : 5 8 ,



163

M ezen, t h e y  came upon  a R u s s ia n  f i s h i n g  b o a t .  B o th  t h e  

c re w  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  s h i p  a n d  t h e  g ro u p  o f  R u s s ia n  f i s h e r m e n  

w e re  sh o c k e d  t o  s e e  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h is  m e e t in g  m arked  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  an d  t r a d e  b e tw ee n  E n g la n d  

a n d  R u s s i a .  C h a n c e l l o r  a n d  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  men t r a v e l e d  

by s l e i g h  t o  Moscow, w h e re  t h e y  w ere  c o r d i a l l y  r e c e i v e d  

by Iv a n  IV , T s a r  o f  Moscovy arid R u s s i a . 17 T h is  vo y ag e  

was d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  R u ss ia  and  M oscovy,

w h ic h  w ere  t h o u g h t  t o  be  i n  A s i a ,  a n d  w ere  r e a c h e d  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t im e  a n d  f o r  many y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s  by t h e  new

i d
E n g l i s h  r o u t e  f ro m  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e .

When C h a n c e l l o r  r e t u r n e d  t o  E ng land  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s p r i n g ,  he  fo u n d  Edward VI h a d  d i e d  a n d  Mary was now on 

t h e  t h r o n e .  H is  r e p o r t s  o f  R u s s ia  made su c h  a p ro f o u n d  

i m p r e s s i o n  a n d  a r o u s e d  so  much c u r i o s i t y  t h a t  he  w r o te  

h i s  "Booke o f  t h e  g r e a t  a n d  m ig h ty  Em peror o f  R u s s i a ,  and  

Duke o f  M o sco v ia ,  a n d  o f  t h e  d o m in io n s  o r d e r s  a n d  commod- 

i t i e s  t h e r e u n t o  b e l o n g i n g . " 1 ? C h a n c e l l o r ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  

R u s s ia  was f u l l  o f  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p r o d u c t s

an d  m a r k e t s  o f  R u s s i a ,  i t s  c i v i l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  a d m i n i s t r a ­

t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r s ,  c u s to m e s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  an d  s o c i a l  

l i f e  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s .  The T s a r  s e n t  w i th  C h a n c e l l o r

1 7M a r i t i m e , p p .  3 2 4 - 5 .
I d

J .  D. R o g e r s ,  "V oyages a n d  E x p l o r a t i o n :  Geog­
r a p h y :  M aps,"  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  E n g la n d  an  A cco u n t o f  t h e  
L i f e  an d  M anners o f  h i s  Age 2 v o l .  (O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , 
C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 7 ) ,  1 :1 7 9 .

■ ^B ogorishevsky , p . 6 4 .
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Oraam 6y Thomas Derrick from "Serum Moscoviticarum 
ommeniarii” by Baron S. von Herbersiein” (1531)

P i g .  2 0 .  Prom H a k l u y t ' s  P r i n c i p a l  
N a v i g a t i o n s .
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a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  s o v e r e i g n  i n v i t i n g  E n g lish m e n  t o

t r a d e  w i t h  R u ss ia  a n d  p ro m is in g  them  h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d
20c o m p le te  f reed o m  t o  buy  and  s e l l .

C h a n c e l l o r ’s  r e t u r n  w i th  news o f  a new o u t l e t  f o r  

E n g l i s h  t r a d e  c r e a t e d  g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  c o m m e rc ia l  c i r c l e s .  

Anyone w i t h  money t o  i n v e s t  was e a g e r  t o  h e l p  i n  t h e  d e v e l ­

opm ent o f  t h e  t r a d e  w i t h  R u s s i a .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  R u s s ia  

Company, t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  E n g l i s h  j o i n t  s t o c k  com­

p a n i e s  f o r  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  was fo u n d e d  a n d  e x p e d i t i o n s  w ere

s e n t  t o  R u ss ia  i n  1555 > 1 5 5 6 , and  1 5 5 7 . ^
E n g l i s h  m e rc h a n ts  who i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e s e  e x p e d i ­

t i o n s  h a d  a f a r  g r e a t e r  i n f l u e n c e  upon  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  

f u t u r e  d e s t i n y  o f  E n g lan d  a n d  h e r  c o l o n i e s  t h a n  i s  com­

m only r e a l i z e d .  They d e te rm in e d  t h e  m o ra l  t o n e  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n  t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  t h a t  s t a t e s m e n  a n d  c o u r t i e r s  d i d ,  

i f  n o t  more s o . ^ ?  When t h e  m e r c a n t i l e  s y n d i c a t e s  w h ic h  

b a c k e d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  w ere  o r g a n i z e d ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r a ­

d i t i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  go v e rn m en t t o o k  i t s  p l a c e  i n  

t h e s e  a f f a i r s  a s  n a t u r a l l y  a s  t h e  s a i l o r s  to o k  to  s e a .

The c o n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  O ld  M erch an t A d v e n t u r e r s ,  o f  

t h e  S t a p l e r s ,  and  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  m e rc h a n t  g u i l d s ,  w e re  

t h e  m o d e ls  u s e d  by t h e  R u ss ia  Company. T h e re  was a  Gov­

e r n o r ,  f p u r  c o n s u l s  a n d  t w e n t y - f o u r  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  

G o v e rn o r ,  a l l  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  y e a r l y  by t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s .

20M aritim e, p . 326. 21McCann, pp . 104 -5 .

2&Short H is to ry , p . S2.
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The G o v e rn o r ,  c o n s u l s ,  a n d  a s s i s t a n t s  w e re  t o  h av e  f u l l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o w ers  o v e r  t h e  m e rc h a n ts  o f  t h e  company. 

The h a b i t s  o f  t h o u g h t  w h ic h  t h e y  k e p t  a l i v e  w ere  u n d o u b t ­

e d ly  a f a c t o r  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  E n g la n d  f ro m  becom ing  a n  a b ­

s o l u t e  m onarchy  a f t e r  t h e  exam ple  o f  h e r  C o n t i n e n t a l  

n e i g h b o r s . 23 T h ese  same p r i n c i p l e s  w ere  l a t e r  t r a n s p o r t e d  

an d  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  A m erican  c o l o n i e s .

I n  F e b r u a r y  1555 P h i l i p  a n d  Mary g r a n t e d  a f r e s h  

c h a r t e r  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  " M e rc h a n ts  A d v e n t u r e r s . "  

S e b a s t i a n  C ab o t w as c o n f i r m e d  l i f e - g o v e r n o r  w i t h  a c o u n c i l  

o f  f o u r  c o n s u l s  a n d  t w e n t y - f o u r  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  be  c h o se n  

a n n u a l l y  f ro m  t h e  m em bers .  An e x p e d i t i o n  o f  two s h i p s  

s a i l e d  f ro m  London a t  t h e  end o f  May u n d e r  t h e  command 

o f  C h a n c e l l o r .  T hey  f o l l o w e d  t h e  same r o u t e  t h e y  had  

t a k e n  i n  1 5 5 3 .  T h e i r  c a r g o  was u n lo a d e d  a t  S t  .N ic h o la s  

an d  C h a n c e l l o r  a g a i n  s e t  o u t  f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l .  He was 

w e l l  r e c e i v e d  a s  b e f o r e ,  and  t h e  T s a r  a g r e e d  t h a t  two 

f a c t o r i e s  s h o u ld  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  K h o lm o g o ri ,  on t h e  

Dvina R i v e r ,  and  a t  V o lo g d a ,  a b o u t  two h u n d re d  m i l e s  

n o r t h  o f  Moscow. T he T s a r  g r a n t e d  c e r t a i n  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  

t h e  E n g l ish m e n ,  s u c h  a s ,  f ree d o m  from  t o l l s  an d  cu stom s 

and  f re e d o m  from  a r r e s t .  C h a n c e l l o r  s p e n t  t h e  w i n t e r  i n  

R u ss ia  w i t h  t h e  m e r c h a n t s '  a g e n t s ,  b u t  h i s  s h i p s  s a i l e d  

b a ck  t o  E n g la n d .2^

The n e x t  y e a r  (155 6 )  t h r e e  v e s s e l s  u n d e r  t h e  com­

mand o f  S te p h e n  B orough  w ere  s e n t  o u t  t o  a g a i n  s e a r c h  f o r  a

23M a ritim e , pp . 326 -7 . ^ I b i d . ,  pp . 323-9 .
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n o r t h e a s t  p a s s a g e .  A f t e r  many m onths o f  s e a r c h ,  t h e  e x ­

p e d i t i o n  h a d  t o  s t o p  a n d  w i n t e r  a t  K ho lm ogori and  t h e i r  

p l a n s  f o r  s e e k i n g  a n o r t h e a s t  p a s s a g e  w ere  a b a n d o n e d .2 5

Two t r a d i n g  v e s s e l s  w h ich  w ere  s e n t  o u t  i n  t h e  

same y e a r  r e a c h e d  S t .  N ic h o la s  and  u n lo a d e d  t h e i r  c a r g o e s ,  

a f t e r  w h ic h  t h e  e x t r a  men t h a t  had  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a lo n g  s e t  

o u t  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  W il lo u g h b y Ts  s h i p s  a n d  b ro u g h t  them  

b a c k  t o  S t .  N i c h o l a s .  R ic h a r d  C h a n c e l l o r  j o i n e d  t h e  f o u r  

s h i p s  on  t h e i r  r e t u r n  t r i p  w i t h  a R u s s ia n  a m b a ss a d o r ,  Osep 

N epea , G o v e rn o r  o f  V o lo g d a ,  an d  t w e n t y - s i x  o t h e r  R u s s i a n s .  

They a l s o  h a d  w i t h  them  a g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  o f  R u ss ia n  g o o d s .  

The v o y a g e  b a c k  t o  E n g la n d  was a t r a g i c  d i s a s t e r .  T h e re  

w ere  v i o l e n t  s to r m s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  Bona C o n f i d e n t i a  was 

d a sh e d  t o  p i e c e s  on t h e  r o c k y  c o a s t  o f  Norway; t h e  P h i l i p  

a n d  Mary s t r u g g l e d  i n t o  t h e  P o r t  o f  T ro ndh e im  and  s t a y e d  

t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  s p r i n g ;  t h e  Bona S p e r a n z a . s e p a r a t e d  

i n  t h e  f o g  fro m  t h e  r e s t ,  was n e v e r  h e a r d  fro m  a g a i n ;  and  

t h e  B o n a v e n tu r e , a f t e r  e n c o u n t e r i n g  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  t e r ­

r i b l e  g a l e s ,  was w re ck e d  i n  t h e  Bay o f  P i t s l i g o  o f f  S c o t ­

l a n d .  C h a n c e l l o r  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  s a v i n g  t h e  a m b a ss a d o r .

The a m b a s s a d o r  and  n i n e  o t h e r  members o f  h i s  p a r t y  s u r ­

v i v e d ,  a s  d id  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  c r e w .2? C h a n c e l l o r ' s  d e a t h  

was a g r e a t  l o s s  t o  E n g la n d .  He had  made t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  

t h e  new company a n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  R u ss ia  p o s ­

s i b l e .

2 5 i b i d . ,  p p .  3 2 8 - 9 . 2^ B o g o r is h e v s k y ,  p .  6 8 .

27M a r i t i m e . p .  3 3 3 .
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The R u ss ia n  a m b a ssad o r  was g i v e n  a m a g n i f i c e n t  

r e c e p t i o n  i n  London. On 25 M arch 1556 O sep N epea m et w i th  

t h e  Queen and  P h i l i p  and  th e  t e r m s  o f  a  t r e a t y  w ere  drawn 

u p .  However, n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  E n g la n d  a n d  R u s s ia  

w ere  r e a l l y  o n e - s id e d  s i n c e  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  T s a r  

w ere  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  come t o  London t o  t r a d e .  The r e a l  

v a l u e  o f  Osep N epea*s v i s i t  was t o  open u p  i n t e r c h a n g e  

o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  b e tw een  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s .  O sep  Nepea 

r e t u r n e d  t o  R u s s ia  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1557  w i t h  a  f l e e t  

o f  f o u r  s h i p s  s e n t  o u t  by t h e  company u n d e r  t h e  a d m i r a l -  

s h i p  o f  C a p ta in  A nthony J e n k i n s o n . 2^

The b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  R u s s i a  Company w as now f i r m ­

l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e re  w ere  t h r e e  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  t h r e e  a -  

g e n t s  i n  R u s s i a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m e r c h a n t s ,  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  and 

c r a f t s m e n .  M a n u fa c tu re d  g o o d s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  ra w  m a t e r i a l s ,  

w ere  e x p o r t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  sav e  f r e i g h t .  A r e g u l a r  m a i l  

s e r v i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  th r o u g h  P o la n d  a n d  D a n z ig .  By 

now t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a  p a s s a g e  t o  C a thay  h a d  b e e n  d i s c o n ­

t i n u e d . 2^

The b a s i c  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e s e  n o r t h e r n  t r i p s  t o  

R u s s i a  and  l a t e r  from  R u s s ia  t o  P e r s i a ,  was t h a t  t h e  power 

o f  t h e  P a p a l  B u l l  was b e in g  c h a l l e n g e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

I n d i r e c t l y  t h e n  t h i s  was th e  f i r s t  s t e p  to w a rd  A m erican  

c o l o n i z a t i o n .

M a r i t im e ,  p p .  3 3 3 -6 .

29 I b i d . ,  p .  3 3 7 .
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W il l ia m s o n  e m p h a s iz e s  t h a t :

P h i l i p ,  by g i v i n g  h i s  f u l l  c o u n te n a n c e  and  s u p p o r t  
t o  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  h a d  t a c i t l y ,  a d ­
m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a p a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  g lo b e  was n o t  
b y  h im  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  e x t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  A r c t i c  r e ­
g i o n s .  Once t h e  l i t e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
b u l l  was b ro k e n  down, i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  w h ere  
t h e  l i n e  s h o u ld  be d raw n , a n d  t h e  way was p r e p a r e d  
f o r  t h e  r e t r e a t  o f  S p a in  f ro m  a n  u n t e n a b l e  p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  more r e a s o n a b l e  one o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  h e r  mono­
p o l y  o n ly  i n  t h e  l a n d s  a l r e a d y  c o l o n i z e d  by  h e r . 30

J e n k i n s o n ,  i n  h i s  l a t e r  v o y a g e s ,  t r a v e l e d  f ro m  

K h o lm og ori  t o  t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  Baku a n d  t h e  C a u c u s e s ,  

t h e n  t o  T a b r i z  and  K a z v in ,  w here  he  saw t h e  Shah o r ,  a s  

he  was commonly c a l l e d ,  t h e  Sophy o f  P e r s i a .  B e s id e s  b e ­

in g  m e n t io n e d  i n  t h e  abo ve  q u o t a t i o n  f ro m  The M e rc h a n t  o f  

V e n ic e . t h e  Sophy i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  T w e l f th  N i g h t , when 

F a b ia n  s a y s ,  ” 1 w i l l  n o t  g i v e  my p a r t  o f  t h i s  s p o r t  f o r  a  

p e n s io n  o f  t h o u s a n d s  t o  be  p a i d  f ro m  t h e  S o p h y . " ^

The i n f o r m a t i o n  on R u s s i a  t h a t  was m ost in f o r m ­

a t i v e  was i n  G i l e s  F l e t c h e r ’ s  Of t h e  R u sse  Commonwealth, 

w r i t t e n  in l5 & 9 .  F l e t c h e r  h ad  b e e n  s e n t  t o  R u s s i a  a s  am­

b a s s a d o r  i n  Ju n e  15SS and  r e m a in e d  u n t i l  t h e  summer o f  

1 5 ^ 9 . On h i s  r e t u r n  he c o m p le te d  h i s  t r a c t  w h ic h  i s  a  

d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  on e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  R u s s i a n  l i f e .  I n  one 

i n s t a n c e  he w ro te :

One o t h e r  s p e c i a l l  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  t h e  f i g h t  w i t h  w i ld e  
B e a r e s ,  w h ich  a r e  c a u g h t  i n  p i t t e s ,  o r  n e t s ,  an d  a r e  
k e p t e  i n  b a r r e d  c a g e s  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  a g a i n s t  t h e

3° Ib id 3 1 2 .  5 . 1 3 1 - 2
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Em perour b e  d i s p o s e d  t o  s e e  t h e  p a s t i m e .  The f i g h t  
w i th  t h e  B e a re  i s  on t h i s  s o r t .  The man i s  t u r n e d  
i n t o  a c i r c l e  w a l l e d  ro u n d  a b o u t ,  w h e re  h e  i s  t o  
q u i t e  h i m s e l f e  so  w e l l  a s  he  c a n :  f o r  t h e r e  i s  no 
way t o  f l i e  o u t .  When t h e  B e a re  i s  t u r n e d  lo o s e  
h e  commeth vpon  him  w i t h  open  m o u th .3 2

M acb e th  s a y s ,  ^A pproach  th o u  l i k e  t h e  r u g g e d  R u s s i a n  b e a r , "33

a n d  t h e  Duke o f  O r le a n s  s h o u t s ,  ’'F o o l i s h  c u r s ,  t h a t  ru n

w in k in g  i n t o  t h e  mouth o f  a R u s s ia n  b e a r ,  a n d  h a v e  t h e i r

h e a d s  c r u s h t  l i k e  r o t t e n  a p p l e s ! w34

L iv in g  i n  R u ss ia  was t h o u g h t  o f  a s  d r a g g i n g  o u t

o n e ' s  e x i s t e n c e  i n  i n t o l e r a b l e  c o l d  a n d  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f

t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h a t  c o ld  w ere  l u d i c r o u s  a n d  i n c r e d i b l e .

F l e t c h e r  was p r o b a b ly  t h e  one c h i e f l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r

s e t t i n g  t h i s  i m p r e s s io n  o f  a t h o r o u g h l y  f r o z e n  R u s s i a .

The w ho le  c o u n t r i e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  l y e t h  v n d e r  snow, 
w h ich  f a l l e t h  c o n t i n u a l l y ,  and  i s  so m e tim e  o f  a 
y a rd e  o r  two t h i c k e ,  b u t  g r e a t e r  to w a rd e s  t h e  n o r t h .
The r i u e r s  an d  o t h e r  w a t e r s  a r e  a l l  f r o z e n  vp a 
y a r d e  o r  more t h i c k e ,  how s w i f t e  o r  b r o a d e  so  e u e r  
t h e y  b e e .  And t h i s  c o n t i n u e t h  commonly f i u e  m o n e th s ,  
v z .  f rom  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  Nouember t i l l  t o w a r d e s  t h e  
ende  o f  M arch , w hat t im e  t h e  snow b e g i n n e t h  t o  m e l t e .
I n  t h e  e x t r s m i t i e  o f  w i n t e r ,  i f  you h o l d e  a p e w te r  
d i s h e  o r  p o t  i n  y o u r  h a n d ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  m e t t a l l  
. . . y o u r  f i n g e r s  w i l l  f r i e s e  f a s t e  v n t o  i t ,  an d  
draw e o f  t h e  s k in n e  a t  t h e  p a r t i n g .  . . . D iu e r s  
n o t  o n e ly  t h a t  t r a u e l l  a b r o a d ,  b u t  i n  t h e  v e r y  m ar­
k e t s ,  an d  s t r e a t s  o f  t h e i r  to w n e s ,  a r e  m o r t a l l y  
p in c h e d  an d  k i l l e d  w i t h a l l :  so  t h a t  y o u  s h a l l  s e e  
many d ro p  dpwne i n  t h e  s t r e a t e s ,  many t r a u e l l e r s  
b r o u g h t  ' i n t o  t h e  to w n es  s i t t i n g  dead  a n d  s t i f f e  i n  
t h e i r  s l e d d e s .  D iu e rs  l o s e  t h e i r  n o s e s ,  t h e  t i p p e s  
o f  t h e i r  e a r e s ,  and  t h e  b a l s  o f  t h e i r  c h e e k s ,  t h e i r  
t o e s ,  f e e t e ,  &c. Many t im e s  when t h e  w i n t e r  i s  v e r y  
h a rd e  a n d  e x tre a m e  t h e  b e a r e s  a n d  w o o l f e s  i s s u e  by

^ G i l e s  F l e t c h e r ,  The E n g l i s h  W orks o f  G i l e s  
F l e t c h e r ,  t h e  E ld e r  (M ad ison , 1964),"  p .  2 9 7 .

333 . 4 . 99. 3^H5 3 . 7 . 141-3
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t r o u p e s  o u t  o f  t h e  woodes d r i u e n  by h u n g e r  and  e n t e r  
t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  t e a r i n g  a n d  r a u e n i n g  a l l  t h e y  can  
f i n d e . 35

F l e t c h e r  s a i d  t h e  c o ld  i n  R u s s ia  was so  i n t e n s e  t h a t  " t h e  

s h a r p n e s s  o f  t h e  a y r e  y o u  may ju d g e  by t h i s :  f o r  t h a t  w a t ­

e r  d ro p p e d  downe o r  c a s t  vp i n t o  t h e  a y r e ,  c o n g e a l e th  i n ­

t o  I s e  b e f o r e  i t  come t o  t h e  g r o u n d . "36

I t  became common f o r  w r i t e r s  t o  r e f e r  t o  " t h e  

f r o z e n  N o r th "  o r  " t h e  f r o z e n  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  N o r th . "  T h is  

i s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  i n  w h ich  S h a k e s p e a re  w r o te  when M e rc u t io  

s p e a k s  o f  " t h e  f r o z e n  bosom  o f  t h e  n o r t h , "37  a n d  when t h e  

P r i n c e  o f  M orocco i s  w i l l i n g  t o  m atch  h i s  SDUthern b lo o d  

w i t h  a n y  r i v a l  " c r e a t u r e  n o r th w a r d  b o r n ,  w here  P h o e b u s ’ 

f i r e  s c a r c e  th aw s  t h e  i c i c l e s . "3 ^  a n d  when t h e  F re n ch  

P r i n c e s s  s a y s ,  "Twenty a d i e u s ,  my f r o z e n  M u s c o v i t s . " 3 9  

When F a b ia n  s a y s ,  "You a r e  now s a i l ’ d i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  

my l a d y ’ s  o p i n i o n ;  w here  you  w i l l  h an g  l i k e  an i c i c l e  on 

a D utchm an’s  b e a r d " 4 0  he  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  " t h a t  t e r r i b l e  

vo y ag e  o f  B a r e n t z  £a Dutchmanj an d  h i s  company, f o r  t h e  

d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  P a s s a g e ,  by  t h e  b a c k - s i d e  o f  

Nova Z e m la ." 4 1

3 5 F l e t c h e r ,  p .  1 7 5 .  36F l e t c h e r , p . 1 7 6 .

37 rom  1 . 4 . 101  3 2 . 1 . 4 -5

3 9 LLL 5 . 2 .  262 40t n  3> 2# 262

^ H e n r y  Peacham , The C om pleat G en tlem an  (O x fo rd :  
C la r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 0 6 ) ,  p .  7 1 .
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The p e o p le  i n  t h e  n o r t h  w ere  r e g u l a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  s l e d s .  "The R u s s e ,  i f  he  b e  a man o f  a n y  a b i l i t i e ,  

n e v e r  g o e th  o u t  o f  h i s  h o u se  i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  b u t  upon a 

s l e d . "42  "You s h a l l  m ee t i n  t h e  m o r n in g ,"  w ro te  Chan­

c e l l o r ,  " s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  h u n d re d  s l e d s  com ing o r  g o in g  

t h i t h e r , "  a n d  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  t h e r e  a r e  " p e o p le  almo3.t 

n o t  know ing  a n y  o t h e r  m aner o f  c a r r i a g e . "43 H o r a t i o  

s a y s :

Such was t h e  v e r y  a rm o u r  he  h a d  on 
When h e  t h '  a m b i t i o u s  Norway c o m b a ted ;
So f r o w n ’ d h e  o n c e ,  when, i n  a n  a n g ry  p a r l e  
He sm o te  t h e  s l e d d e d  P o la c k s  on t h e  i c e . 44

F l e t c h e r  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  P o la c k s  w e re  R u s s i a ' s  " n e ig h b o r s

w i t h  whom t h e y  h a u e  g r e a t e s t  d e a l i n g s  an d  i n t e r c o u r s e ,

b o t h  i n  p e a c e  a n d  w a r r e , " ^ ^  Sugden s a y s  t h a t  i n  H am let

"Norway i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  b e in g  a t  w a r  w i t h  P o la n d , "

w h ic h  i s  " q u i t e  u n h i s t o r i c a l . " 4 6

I n  a n o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  same s u b j e c t ,  Dromio 

o f  S y ra c u s e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  f a t  k i t c h e n  w e n c h 's  g r e a s y  

c l o t h e s  an d  s a y s ,  " t h e  t a l l o w  i n  th em , w i l l  b u rn  a Po­

l a n d  w i n t e r , "47  a n d  -the i m p a t i e n t  Angelo s a y s  a b o u t  t h e  

C lo w n 's  t e d i o u s  r a m b l in g s ,  " t h i s  w i l l  l a s t  o u t  a n i g h t  

i n  R u s s i a ,  /  When n i g h t s  a r e  l o n g e s t  t h e r e . "4$

42H a k l u y t ,  1 :4 1 7 .  43H a k lu y t ,  2 5 5 ,  276 .

44hAM 1 . 1 . 6 0 -4  ^ F l e t c h e r ,  p . 2 4 6 .

^ E d w a r d  H. S u g d en , A T o p o g r a p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  t o  
t h e  Works o f  S h a k e s p e a r e  a n d  H is  F e l lo w  D r a m a t i s t s  (Man- 
C h e s t e r :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ;  L ondon , New Y ork: Longmans. G reen
& C o . ,  1 9 2 5 ) ,  p .  4 15 .

47ERR 3 . 2 . 97-3 2 * 1* 134-5
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’Iraxvn by Thomas Derrick from  "Rerum 
’foscovitiearum CommentaHi’’ by 
loron S . von Herbcntein (1600)

P i g .  2 3 . Prom H a k l u y t ' s  P r i n c i p a l  
N a v i g a t i o n s .
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The e le m e n t  o f  c o ld  i n  t h e  N o rth  seem ed t o  h av e  

a s p e c i a l  a p p e a l  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e .  H enry  B o l in g b ro k e  s a y s ,  

" 0 ,  who c an  h o l d  a f i r e  i n  h i s  hand  /  By t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  

f r o s t y  C a u c u su s? "4 9  a n d  P r o s p e r o  s a y s ,  "To ru n  upon  t h e  

s h a r p  w ind  o f  t h e  n o r t h ,  /  To do me b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  v e i n s  

o 1 t h e  e a r t h  . When i t  i s  b a k ed  w i t h  f r o s t . "50

I n  h i s  w r i t i n g ,  F l e t c h e r  made some comments 

a b o u t  t h e  R u s s ia n s  t h a t  w ere  v e r y  u n c o m p l im e n ta ry ,  s u c h  

a s :

F o r  a s  t h e m s e lu e s  a r e  v e r i e  h a r d l i e  a n d  c r u e l l i e  
d e a l t e  w i t h a l l  by  t h e i r  c h i e f e  M a g i s t r a t e s ,  and  
o t h e r  s u p e r i o r s ,  so  a r e  t h e y  a s  c r u e l l  one a g a i n s t  
a n  o t h e r ,  s p e c i a l l y ,  o u e r  t h e i r  i n f e r i o u r s ,  and  
s u c h  a s  a r e  v n d e r  th e m . So t h a t  t h e  b a s e s t  and  
w r e t c h e d e s t  C h r i s t i a n o e  ( a s  t h e y  c a l l  him) t h a t  
s t o u p e t h  a n d  c r o u c h e t h  l i k e  a dogge t o  t h e  G e n t l e ­
man, a n d  l i c k e t h  vp  t h e  d u s t  t h a t  l i e t h  a t  h i s
f o o t . o  - i s  a n  i n t n l l p r f l h l p  t . v r a n t .  wVi p t p  h a  Viat.ln

We c a n  s e e  why t h e  m e rc h a n ts  o f  t h e  R u s s ia  Company 

d i d  n o t  l i k e  F l e t c h e r ' s  b o o k ,  c l a im i n g  i t  g ave  o f f e n s e  t o  

t h e  R u s s ia n s  a n d  w ould  " t u r n e  t h e  com panie  t o  some g r e a t  

d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  t h e  E m perour a n d  e n d a u n g e r  b o e th  t h e i r e  

p e o p le  a n d  g o o d e s  now re m y n in g e  t h e r e . S o m e  a u th o r s 5 3  

h a v e  assum ed  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  R u ss ia  Com pany's p e t ­

i t i o n  t o  L o rd  B u rg h le y ,  h e  o r d e r e d  The R usse  Commonwealth 

t o  b e  s u p p r e s s e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  seem s t o  be  no e v id e n c e  i n

4 9 r2  1 .  3 .  295 50TMp ^  2 . 2 5 4 -6

5 l F l e t c h e r ,  p .  3 0 5 .  5 2 i b i d . ,  p .  1 5 0 .

^ C a w l e y ,  f o r  o n e ,  p .  2 5 4 .



179

in  any o f f i c i a l  records th a t would corroborate such an 

assum ption. However, Lloyd E. Berry r e c e n tly  d iscovered  

a le t t e r  th a t in d ic a te s  th e R ussia Company’s p e t i t io n  was 

s u c c e s s fu l.  On s ig .  Ar. o f  The Russe Commonwealth in  

T rin ity  C o lleg e , Cambridge, a Mr. W. D allye wrote:

To my worthy and ever honoured fr ie n d  Mr. P a l­
mer Esquire secre ta ry  to  th e  r ig h t  honourable th e  
Lord Keeper.

I  s ig n if ie d  in  Mr H ack eltes l e t t e r  what i s  now 
r e a l ly  done by Mr. S tir ro p p , who now by h is  soone 
preventeth  what I  prem ised. The booke was c a lle d  
in  and ra re , and th e r e fo r e  I  pray you be c a r e fu l l  
o f i t .

T u is s im u s  
W. D a l ly e 5 4

Berry sa y s , " ’The Lord Keeper* i s  probably S ir  John 

Puckering, who was appointed to  t h i s  p o s it io n  on 28 May 

1 5 9 2 .  'Mr. S tirro p p ’ r e fe r s  to  Thomas S tirrop p , a book­

s e l l e r  in  London, 1 5 7 6 -6 0 ,  and Warden o f th e  S ta tio n ers  

Company 1 5 9 3 -9 4 .

F le tc h e r 's  book, though banned by Lord Burghley, 

was la te r  honored by b ein g  in c lu d ed , in  p a rt, in  Hakluyt 

and in  Purchas. J .  D. Rogers comments, 11 I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

to  fo llo w  th e  g i s t  o f  H akluyt’s  n a rra tiv e  w ithout be5.ng 

turned a s id e  by Shakespearian echoes or echoes o f
e c h o e s ."56

To return to  th e su b jec t o f  R ussia , The W in ter's  

Tale presumably takes p la ce  in  a p re-C h r istia n  era , when 

Russia was u n c iv iliz e d  and had no emperor. N ev erth e less ,

5 4p ietch er , p. 53. 5 5 ib id . ,  p . 153- 

^^Rogers, p. 1 7 7 .
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Hermione says she i s  the daughter o f  the Emperor o f  R u s s i a . 57 

As was sa id  b e fo re , Shakespeare was not concerned w ith  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  rea lism . In h is  p lays he kept the s to r y  world  

and th e r e a l  world s id e  by s id e .  S. L. B e th e l l  wrote:

The ch aracters in  the s to r y  fThe V in te r ’s Tale^ are  
seen  as contemporary and re lev a n t to  us: they  'ta lk
our lan guage.' This i s  l i t e r a l l y  tr u e , fo r  th e Gen­
tlem en in  Act V, scene i i ,  fo r  example, are a par­
ody o f  the c o u r t ie r s ' jargon which Shakespeare had 
a lread y  r id ic u le d  in  a s e r ie s  o f  ch aracters from Don 
Armado in  Love's Ldsur's Lost to  O sric in  Hamlet.3 °

To accom plish h is  purpose Shakespeare saw none o f  

h is  ch aracters or re feren ces  as "out o f  p la ce ."  When he 

w rote h is  p la y s , fr ien d sh ip  and trade had been w e ll e s ­

ta b lish e d  w ith  R ussia , th ere fo re  i t  was p e r fe c t ly  n a tu ra l  

fo r  him to  mention R ussia . Such mention was a r e f le c t io n  

o f  th e  t im e s .

In Measure fo r  Measure, the Duke i s  supposed to  

have tr a v e le d  to  P o l a n d 5 9  anci ”Some say he i s  w ith  th e  

Emperor o f  R u s s i a . "^0 In A l l ' s  W ell th a t Ends W ell.

P a r o lle s  sa y s , "I know you are the Musko's regim ent; /  

and I s h a l l  lo se  my l i f e  fo r  want o f  language.

In Love's Labour's L o st, in  th e f i f t h  a c t ,  th e  

maskers come in  and they  are "appareled th u s , /  Like Mus- 

c o v ite s  or R ussians."  R osaline may be th in k in g  o f  th e

5 7 3 .  2 . 1 1 9

5&Samuel L e s lie  B e th e ll, The W inter's T a le . A Study 
(London & New York: S ta p le s  Press Ltd, 1 9 4 7 ) > P» 2 9 .

5 9 i .  3 . 1 4  60  2 . 85 6 l 4 .  l .  6 7 - S

6 2 5 .  2 . 1 2 0
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R ussian am bassador's rough voyage on th e Bonaventure 

when she sa y s , "Why look  you so pale? /  S e a -s ic k , I 

th in k , coming from M oscovy."63 C erta in ly  a f t e r  th a t  

rough voyage, when th e  Ambassador and h is  com patriots 

alm ost lo s t t h e ir  l i v e s ,  they must have been somewhat 

d ish ev e led  when th ey  came to  London, and R osaline says  

the maskers are "D isguised  l ik e  M uscovites, in  sh a p e less  

g e a r ."64 There are o ther r e feren ces  to  "Russian habit"65  

and to  a "rugged R u ss ia n ."66

S i r  S id n e y  Lee i n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  L o v e 's  L a b o u r 's  

L o s t , s a i d :

The g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  g iv e n  o f  t h e  R u s s ia n s  i n  t h e  
p l a y  c o r r e s p o n d s  so  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  a c c o u n t s  pub­
l i s h e d  i n  1591 by G i l e s  F l e t c h e r ,  one  o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  
e n v o y s ,  t h a t  we a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  S h ak e ­
s p e a r e  was a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  him  (he  was Jo h n  F l e t ­
c h e r ' s  u n c l e ) ,  and  e i t h e r  saw t h e  book  b e f o r e  i t s  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o r  o t h e r w i s e  became a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  i t s  
c o n t e n t s .  T h e i r  ' r o u g h  c a r r i a g e '  seem s a n  echo o f  
F l e t c h e r ' s  w o rd s ,  ‘ f o r  t h e  m ost p a r t  t h e y  a r e  vn- 
w e ld y  a n d  u v a c t i u e  w i t h a l l , 1 an d  R o s a l i n e ' s  re m a rk ,  
' w e l l - l i k i n g  w i t s  t h e y  h a v e ;  g r o s s  g r o s s ;  f a t  f a t , 1 
seem s a r e m i n i s c e n c e  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  ‘ t h e y  a r e  f o r  
t h e  m ost p a r t  o f  a l a r g e  s i z e  an d  o f  v e r y  f l e s h y  
b o d i e s ,  a c c o u n t i n g  i t  g r a c e  t o  be  som ewhat g r o s s  
and  b u r l y . ’ 67 On t h e  w h o le ,  t h e s e  e v e n t s  an d  t h e s e  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  seem  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  Shake­
s p e a r e ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  R u s s ia n s  t h a n  a n y th i n g  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  h i t h e r t o  s u g g e s t e d .

6 3 5 . 2 . 3 9 3 -4  6 4 5 . 2 . 302  • 65 5 . 2 . 3 6 8 , 401

6 6 5 . 2 .  447 ^ F l e t c h e r ,  p .  3 0 0 .

6 & s i r  S id n e y  Lee q u o te d  i n  The New V ario rum  E d i t i o n  
o f  S h a k e s p e a r e :  L oues L a b o u r ' s  L o s t  ( P h i l a . : ,  J .  B. L ip p i n -  
c o t t ,  1 9 0 4 ) ,  p p .  3 4 7 - 8 .
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F l e t c h e r  w ro te  t h a t  R u s s i a :

i s  bounded  N o rth w ard  by t h e  L appes a n d  t h e  N o r th  
O c e a n , On t h e  S o u th s id e  by  t h e  T a r t a r s . c a l l e d  
C h r im e s ,  E a s tw a rd  t h e y  haue  t h e  N a g a ia n  T a r t a r . 
t h a t  p o s s e s s e t h  a l l  t h e  c o u n t r i e  on t h e  E a s t  s i d e  
o f  V o lg h a . to w a rd  t h e  C a s p ia n  s e a .  On t h e  W est and  
S o u th w e s t  b o r d e r  l i e t h T i t u a n i a . L iu o n io  a n d  P o l o n i a ,

Of t h e  L ap p s ,  he  s a y s  t h a t  " t h e  w ho le  n a t i o n  i s  

v t t e r l y  v n l e a r n e d ,  h a u in g  n o t  so  much a s  t h e  v s e  o f  an y  

A l p h a b e t ,  o r  l e t t e r  among them . F o r  p r a c t i s e  o f  w i t c h ­

c r a f t  an d  s o r c e r y ,  t h e y  p a s s e  a l l  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d . "7 0  

S in c e  i t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  " a l l  e v i l s  r i s e  o u t  o f  t h e  

n o r t h " 7 1  ^  was n a t u r a l  t h a t  w i t c h e s  w ere  l o c a l i z e d  i n  

Sweden, Norway, Denmark, I c e l a n d  and F i n l a n d .  B u t t h e i r  

r e a l  home was L a p l a n d . 72 "Those a s  F a r r e  N o r th  i n  L ap­

l a n d  a r e  h e l d  t h e  m ost n o t o r i o u s  W itc h e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d . "73 

They a r e  w ha t S h a k e s p e a r e  had  i n  mind when t h e  bem used 

A n t i p h o lu s  o f  S y ra c u s e  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  c o n fu s e d  w i t h  A n t i -  

p h o lu s  o f  E p h esu s  and  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  " S u r e ,  t h e s e  a r e  b u t  

im a g in a r y  w i l e s ,  /  And L a p lan d  s o r c e r e r s  i n h a b i t  h e r e . "74- 

G i l e s  F l e t c h e r  t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y :

The Sam oyt, t h a t  d w e l l e th  more to w a rd e s  t h e  N o r th  
S e a  . . . h a t h  h i s  name ( a s  t h e  R u sse  s a i t h )  o f  
e a t i n g  h i m s e l f e :  a s  i f  i n  t im e s  p a s t ,  t h e y  l i u e d  
a s  t h e  C a n n ib a l s ,  e a t i n g  one a n o t h e r  . . . .  As f o r  
t h e  s t o r y  o f  S l a t a  B aba . o r  t h e  G o lden  h a g g e ,  . . .

^ F l e t c h e r ,  p .  173* 70^^^^^ p< 260.
* ^ S i r  R ic h a r d  B a r c k le y ,  A D i s c o u r s e  o f  t h e  f e l -  

i c i t i e  o f  man, o r .  h i s  sumum bonum (London: W. P o n so n b v .
1 5 9 8 ) ,  p .  3 2 7 .

72Cawley, p .  2 5 0 . 73pe a.ch.am, quoted by Cawley, 327*
74err 4 . 3 . 1 0 -1 1



183

t h a t  b e i n g  dem aunded b y  t h e  P r i e s t ,  g i u e t h  them  
c e r t e y n e  O r a c l e s ,  . . . O n e l ie  i n  t h e  P ro u in c e  o f  
O b d o r ia  vpon  t h e  s e a  s i d e ,  n e a r e  t o  t h e  mouth o f  
t h e  g r e a t  r i u e r  Obba, t h e r e  i s  a  r o c k e ,  w h ich  n a t ­
u r a l l y  ( b e i n g  somewhat h e lp e d  by  i m a g i n a t io n )  may 
seem e t o  b e a r e  t h e  sh a p e  o f  a  r a g g e d  woman, w i t h  a  
c h i l d  i n  h e r  a rm es  . . . w here  t h e  O b d o r ia n  S o m o rte s  
v s e  much t o  r e s o r t ,  by r e a s o n  o f  t h e  com m oditie  o f  
t h e  p l a c e  f o r  f i s h i n g :  a n d  t h e r e  som etim e ( a s  t h e i r  
m anner i s )  c o n c e iu e ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  s o r c e r i e s ,  
a n d  om inous c o n i e c t u r i n g s  . . .  75

On t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  J .  D. R o g e rs  comment, "W ith c h e s  a r e  com­

mon: b u t  t h e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  one w i t c h  an d  one c h i l d  a r e  

r a r e ,  so  t h a t  p e r h a p s  S y c o ra x  an d  h e r  ’h o g - s e e d ’ C a l ib a n  

may be  f a r - o f f  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  G olden  Hag an d  h e r  

c h i l d . " 76

T h e re  a r e  o t h e r  p a r t s  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s  

t h a t  h av e  t h e  so u n d  o f  F l e t c h e r ’ s  w r i t i n g .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

w h ere  F l e t c h e r  s a y s ,  "Nowe a s  t h e  Sea b e f o r e  a  S torm e 

d o e th  s w e l l , " 77 an d  S h a k e s p e a r e  s a y s ,  " .  . . a s  by p r o o f  

we s e e  /  The w a t e r  s w e l l  b e f o r e  a b o i s t ' r o u s  s t o r m . ” 7 ^ 

R u s s i a  was b o r d e r e d  "o n  t h e  S o u th s id e  by  t h e  

T a r t a r s ,  c a l l e d  C h r im e s ,  E a s tw a rd  t h e y  h au e  t h e  N a g a ia n  

T a r t a r . "  As a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  t e r m  T a r t a r y  was u se d  

v a g u e ly  b y  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n s  f o r  t h e  p a r t  o f  A s ia  n o r t h  

o f  t h e  C a u c a su s  an d  H im a la y a s .  The T a r t a r s  w ere  g e n e r ­

a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  d e fa m a to r y  t e r m s .  One o f  t h e  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  T a r t a r s  o r ,  T a t a r s ,  a s  i t  s h o u ld  be

7 ^ F l e t c h e r ,  p .  2 5 8 . 76R o g e r s ,  p .  182 .

77F l e t c h e r ,  p .  1 3 1 . 7SR3 2 . 3 . 4 3 -4
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s p e l t ,  t h a t  was much d i s c u s s e d  a n d  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  was

t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  u g l i n e s s .  Yvo o f  N arbona sp o k e  o f  t h e i r

h a v in g  f l a t t e  a n d  s h o r t  n o s e s ,  l o n g  an d  s h a r p e  
c h i n n e s ,  t h e i r  u p p e r  jaw es  a r e  low  and  d e c l i n i n g ,  
t h e i r  t e e t h  l o n g  a n d  t h i n n e ,  t h e i r  e y e -b ro w e s  e x ­
t e n d i n g  fro m  t h e i r  f o r e h e a d s  downeQt o  t h e i r  n o s e s ,  
t h e i r  e i e s  i n c o n s t a n t  a n d  b l a c k e . ' '

S ig ism u n d  L i b e r  w r o t e ,  "They a r e  men o f  meane s t a t u r e ,

w i t h  b ro a d e  a n d  f a t  f a c e s ,  ho lo w e  e y d e ,  w i t h  ro u g h e  a n d

t h y c k  b e a r d e s ,  and  p o u ld e  h e a d e s . " ^ 0  F l e t c h e r  r e p o r t e d

t h a t

f o r  p e r s o n  a n d  c o m p le x io n  t h e y  h a u e  b r o a d  a n d  f l a t t e  
v i s a g e s ,  o f  a t a n n e d  c o l o u r  i n t o  y e l lo w e  an d  b l a c k e  
f e a r s e  an d  c r u e l  l o o k e s ,  t h i n  h a i r e d - v p o n  t h e  v p p e r
l i p p e ,  a n d  p i t t e  o f  t h e  c h i n n e .

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  L y s a n d e r  c r y i n g  t o  H erm ia: 

"O u t ,  taw ny T a r t a r !  ancj t o  f i n d  among t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  

i n  t h e  c a u l d r o n  t h a t  make up t h e  w i t c h e s ’ b rew  i n  Mac­

b e t h ,  a r e  ' 'Nose o f  T urk  a n d  T a r t a r ' s  l i p s ." ^3 U n d e r  t h e  

common name " T a r t a r s "  w e re  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  M pngols an d

t h e  T u r k s .  The Duke o f  V e n ic e  s p e a k s  o f  '‘s t u b b o r n  T u rk s

an d  T a r t a r s . “^4

T h e re  was a g e n e r a l  s t ig m a  a b o u t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

c o u n t r i e s  w h ic h  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  w ere  p r i m i t i v e  and  

c r u d e ,  t h a t  t h e y  w ere

^ H a k l u y t ,  1 : 9 2  ^ F i r s t  T h re e  E n g l i s h , p .  3 2 7 . 

g l F l e t c h e r ,  p .  2 5 4 .  S2MND 3 .  2 .  262
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a b a r b a r o u s  a n d  inhumane p e o p l e ,  whose law  i s  la w -  
l e s s e ,  whose w ra th  i s  f u r i o u s ,  even  t h e  r o d  o f  G o d 's  
a n g e r ,  o v e r r u n n e t h ,  and  u t t e r l y  w a s t e t h  i n f i n i t e  
c o u n t r e y e s ,  c r u e l l y  a b o l i s h i n g  a l l  t h i n g s  w h e re  t h e y  
come, w i t h  f i r e  and s w o r d .8 ?

S i n c e  t h e  c r u e l t y  and  s a v a g e r y  o f  t h e  T a r t a r s  was p r o ­

v e r b i a l ,  t h e  Duke o f  V en ice  s a y s  t h e  T u rk s  a n d  T a r t a r s  

w e re  " n e v e r  t r a i n ' d  /  To o f f i c e s  o f  t e n d e r  c o u r t e s y .

I n  A l l ' s  W ell  t h a t  Ends W e l l . H e len a  s a y s ,  " G r a t i t u d e  /  

T h ro u g h  f l i n t y  T a r t a r ' s  bosom w o u ld  p eep  f o r t h  /  And a n ­

s w e r ,  T h a n k s ." ^ 7 When t h e  Duke o f  V en ice  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  

" s t u b b o r n  T u rk s  a n d  T a r t a r s , "  h e ,  t o o ,  s p e a k s  o f  t h e i r  

" h e a r t s  o f  f l i n t . " ^  T h is  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  " f l i n t y  T a r ­

t a r "  may h a v e  come from  F l e t c h e r ’ s  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  " y e r e  

1 5 7 1 " :

. . .  h e  came a s  f a r r e  a s  t h e  c i t i e  o f  M osko, w i t h  
an  a rm ie  o f  200000. men, w i t h o u t  a n y  b a t t a i l e ,  o r  
r e s i s t e n c e  a t  a l l ,  f o r  t h a t  t h e  R usse  E m p ero u r  ( t h e n  
I u a n  V a s i l o w i c h ) l e a d i n g  f o o r t h  h i s  a r m ie  t o  e n ­
c o u n t e r  w i t h  h im , m arched a w rong  w ay. . . . The 
c i t i e  he  t o o k e  n o t ,  b u t  f i r e d  t h e  s u b b u r b s ,  w h ic h  by 
r e a s o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  (w h ich  i s  a l l  o f  wood w i t h o u t  
any  s t o n e ,  b r i c k ,  o r  l im e ,  s a u e  c e r t e i n  o u t  room es) 
k i n d l e d  so  q u i c k l y ,  and  w en t on w i t h  s u c h  r a g e ,  a s  
t h a t  i t  consumed t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  
a lm o s t  w i t h i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  f o u r e  h o u r e s ,  b e i n g  o f  
3 0 .  m i l e s  o r  more o f  c o m p asse .  Then m ig h t  you  have  
s e e n e  a l a m e n ta b le  s p e c t a c l e :  b e s i d e s  t h e  h u g e  and  
m ig h ty  f la m e  o f  t h e  c i t i e  a l l  on l i g h t  f i r e ,  t h e  
p e o p le  b u r n i n g  i n  t h e i r  h o u s e s  an d  s t r e a t e s ,  b u t  
m ost o f  a l l  o f  su ch  a s  l a b o u r e d  t o  p a s s e  o u t  o f  t h e  
g a t e s  f a r t h e s t  from  t h e  e n e m ie ,  w h ere  m e e t in g  t o ­
g e t h e r  i n  a m ig h t i e  t h r o n g ,  a n d  so  p r e s s i n g  e u e r y  
man t o  p r u e n t  a n o t h e r ,  wedged th e m s e lu e s  so  f a s t  
w i t h i n  t h e  g a t e ,  and  s t r e e t e s  n e a r e  v n t o  i t ,  a s  t h a t  
t h r e e  r a n k s  w a lked  one vpon t h e  o t h e r s  h e a d ,  t h e  
v p p e rm o s t  t r e a d i n g  downe t h o s e  t h a t  w e re  lo w e r ;  so  
t h a t  t h e r e  p e r i s h e d  a t  t h a t  t im e  ( a s  was s a y d )  by

^ H a k l u y t , 1 :9 0 .  S6MV 4 .  1 .  3 5 - 6 . g 74 . 4 . 7
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t h e  f i r e  a n d  t h e ^ g r e s s e ,  t h e  num ber o f  600000  
p e o p l e ,  o r  m ore,°9

T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  p l a y s  t h e r e  a r e  r e m in d e r s  o f  how 

c r u e l  t h e  T u rk s  a n d  T a r t a r s  w e r e .  I n  The M erry W ives o f  

W in d s o r , t h e  H o s t  r e f e r s  d i s p a r a g i n g l y  t o  S im ple  a s  a 

" B o h e m i a n - T a r t a r . " 90 And i n  King H enry  t h e  F o u r th  P a r t  I . 

we r e a d  t h a t  " T u r k e - G r e g o r i e  n e v e r  d id  s u c h  d eed s  i n  

a rm e s  a s  I  h a v e  done t h i s  d a y . "91  The New V ario rum  E d i ­

t i o n  h a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  comment:

S h a k e s p e a r e  m ust mean H i l d e b r a n d ,  who assum ed 
t h e  name G re g o ry  V I I  . . . Fox , i n  h i s  Booke 
o f  M a r t y r s . t e l l s  t e r r i b l e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h i s  H i l d e ­
b r a n d  . . . Fox had  made t h i s  G regory  so  o d io u s  
t h a t  I  d o n ' t  d o u b t  t h a t  good p r o t e s t a n t s  w ere  w e l l  
p l e a s e d  t o  h e a r  h i s  t y r a n n y  p u b l i c l y  rem a rk ed  o n ,  
a n d  t o  h e a r  h im  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  u n i t i n g  t h e  a t t r i ­
b u t e s  o f  t h e i r  two g r e a t  e n e m ie s ,  t h e  T urk  a n d  t h e  
P o p e ,  i n  o n e .  (W a rb u r to n ,  e d .  1747) The T urk  was 
r e p u t e d  f i e r c e  an d  c r u e l ;  a n d  H i ld e b r a n d  . . . 
m e r i t e d  t h e  e p i t h e t .  (Cow l, e d .  1 9 1 4 ) .

I n  1566 Je ro m e  H o rse y  w r o t e ,  "T h ese  t h i n g s  . . . g rew  so  

f e a r e f u l l  a n d  t e r r i b l e  t o  th em , t h a t  t h e  Monarch o f  a l l  

t h e  S c y t h i a n s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Crimme T a r t a r  o r  g r e a t  Can h im ­

s e l f  e . . . came o u t  o f  h i s  owne c o u n t r y . " ^  The S c y t h i a n s

w ere  a l s o  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  T a r t a r s .  I n  T i t u s  A d r o n ic u s .
* *

C h iro n  s a y s ,  "Was e v e r  S c y t h i a n  h a l f  so  b a r b a r o u s ? " 94

^ F l e t c h e r ,  p .  2 4 7 . 9 0 ^  ^  21

9 1 5 . 3 .  45

9 % ew  V ario ru m  E d i t i o n :  K ing  H enry  t h e  F o u r th
P a r t  I . e d .  Sam uel B u r d e t t  Hamingway, p .  3 1 4 .

93H a k lu y t ,  2 : 2 7 6 . 9 4 i .  1 . 131
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And K ing L e a r  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  " b a r b a r o u s  S c y t h i a n . "95 

We a r e  a g a i n  re m in d e d  o f  T u r k i s h  c r u e l t y  i n  

K ing H enry t h e  F o u r th  P a r t  I I . when t h e  King s a y s ,

" T h is  i s  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  n o t  t h e  T u r k i s h  C o u r t , m e a n i n g  

i t  i s  n o t  t h e  c o u r t  w here  t h e  p r i n c e  t h a t  m oun ts  t h e  

t h r o n e  p u t s  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  d e a t h . O t h e l l o  t e l l s  u s  

t h a t  "a m a l i g n a n t ,  a n d  a  T u rb o n d -T u rk e  /  B e a te  a  Vene­

t i a n ,  and  t r a d u c ' d  t h e  S t a t e , "98 an(j P i s t o l  u s e s  t h e  

t e r m ,  "B ase  P h r y g ia n  T u r k ! "9 9  The Arden E d i t i o n  s a y s ,  

" P e rh a p s  'P h r y g ia n *  i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  a n  i n t e n s i v e  b e c a u s e  

t h e  P h r y g ia n s  w ere  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w a r - l i k e . "100

I n  Much Ado About N o t h i n g . M a r g a r e t  s a y s , " W e l l ,  

an d  y ou  be  t u r n ' d  T u rk e ,  t h e r e ' s  no  more f a y l i n g  by  t h e  

s t a r r . "1®^ M a r g a r e t  h e r e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e

t r i c k  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p l a y e d  on B e a t r i c e ,  who, i f  s h e  be

n o t  u t t e r l y  c h an g e d  i n  h e r  n a t u r e ,  and  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  l o v e ,  

t h e r e ' s  no s u r e  g u id e  on e a r t h  o r  i n  t h e  h e a v e n s .  Hamlet 

u s e s  t h e  same p h r a s e :  " I f  t h e  r e s t  o f  my f o r t u n e s  t u r n  

T urk  w i t h  m e," 3-02 The e x p r e s s i o n  " t u r n  T urk"  means

t o  ch an g e  c o n d i t i o n  f a n t a s t i c a l l y .  F l e t c h e r  g i v e s  s e v e r a l  

e x am p les  o f  t h e  T u rk  d i s s e m b l i n g :

951 . 1 . 116  9 6 5 . 2 . 42

9 7 y a r io ru m  E d i t i o n , p .  4 0 4 . ^ 5 .  2 .  3 5 3

99mw 1 . 3 .  84  1 0 0Arden E d i t i o n , p .  27
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When t h e y  b e s i e g e  a  towne o r  f o r t ,  t h e y  o f f e r  much 
p a r l e ,  an d  se n d e  many f l a t t e r i n g  m e s s a g e s  t o  p e r -  
sw ade a s u r r e n d r y :  p r o m is in g  a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  w i l l  r e q u i r e :  b u t  bey ng  o n c e  p o s s e s s e d  
o f  t h e  p l a c e ,  t h e y  v se  a l l  m anner o f  h o s t i l i t i e ,  
a n d  c r u e l t i e .  T h is  th e y  doo vppon a r u l e  t h e y  h a u e ,  
v z :  t h a t  I u s t i c e  i s  t o  be  p r a c t i s e d  b u t  to w a rd e s  
t h e i r  owne. They e n c o u n t e r  n o t  l i g h t l y ,  b u t  t h e y  
h a u e  some am bush, w e re v n to  h a u in g  o n c e  shew ed  th em - 
s e l u e s ,  a n d  made some s h o r t  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e y  r e t i r e ,  
a s  r e p u l s e d  f o r  f e a r e ,  a n d  so  draw  t h e  e n im ie  i n t o  
i t  i f  t h e y  c a n .  . . . The T u rke  commonly when he  i s  
p a s t  hope  o f  e s c a p i n g ,  f a l l e t h  t o  i n t r e a t i e ,  and  
c a s t e t h  a w a ie  h i s  w eapon, o f f e r e t h  b o t h  t h i s  h a n d e s ,  
a n d  h o l d e t h  them  v p ,  a s  i t  w e re  t o  b e  t y e d :  h o p in g -  
t o  s a u e  h i s  l i f e ,  by o f f e r i n g  h i m s e l f e  nondslaue ,

When King Henry s a y s ,  " L ik e  T u r k i s h  m u te ,  s h a l l  

h a v e  a t o n g u e l e s s  m o u th ," 10^  h e  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  "the c u s ­

tom  o f  t h e  T u rk s  o f  h a v in g  a s l a v e ’s  to n g u e  rem oved  t o  

p r e v e n t  h i s  b e t r a y i n g  r o y a l  s e c r e t s . 1 0 ^

B e s id e s  t h e i r  c r u e l t y ,  t h e  T a r t a r s  w e re  known 

f o r  t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  o u t s t a n d i n g  f i g h t e r s ,  m ost e s ­

p e c i a l l y ,  t h e y  w ere  e x c e l l e n t  a r c h e r s .

T h e i r  m aner o f  f i g h t ,  o r  o r d e r i n g  o f  t h e i r  f o r c e s ,  
i s  much a f t e r  t h e  R usse  m anner s a u e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
a l l  h o rse m e n ,  and  c a r r i e  n o t h i n g  e l s  b u t  a bow, 
a s h e a f e  o f  a r r o w e s ,  an d  a f a l c o n  sw o rd  a f t e r  t h e  
T u r k i s h  f a s h i o n . " 106

T h e i r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a d r o i t n e s s  on h o r s e b a c k  g a v e  them

t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  i n v i n c i b l e  f i g h t e r s .  "T hey  a r e  v e r y

e x p e r t  h o r se m e n ,  and  u s e  t o  s h o o te  a s  r e a d i l y  b a c k w a rd ,

a s  f o r w a r d . n l °7

1 03F l e t c h e r ,  p .  250 . 1 0 ^H5 1 .  2 .  232

1 0 ^Y a le  S h a k e s p e a re  The L i f e  o f  H enry  t h e  F i f t h  
(New Haven: Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 l 3 ) ,  p .  1 4 3 .

l o 6F le tc h e r ,  p . 243 107 l b i d . ,  p . 249.



189

I n  Romeo an d  J u l i e t , B e n v o l io  s a y s  t h a t  th o u g h  

h e  a n d  Romeo a n d  M e rc u t io  a r e  m a s k e r s ,  t h e y  w i l l  n e ed  

no "G upid  h o o d w in k t  w i t h  a s c a r f ,  /  B e a r in g  a T a r t a r ’s  

p a i n t e d  bow o f  l a t h , " - ^ ^  a n d  in  A Midsummer N i g h t ’s  Dream, , 

Puck p r o m is e s  O beron  t o  p e r f o r m  h i s  m is s io n  i n s t a n t l y ,

^ S w i f t e r  t h a n  a r r o w  fro m  t h e  T a r t a r ’s  b o w ."1^9

The R u s s i a n s  and  T a r t a r s  w ere  c o n s t a n t l y  a t  w a r .  

The k i n g  o r  e m p e ro r  o f  T a r t a r y  was c a l l e d  Cham o r  t h e  

G r e a t  Cham ( f ro m  t h e  T u r k i s h  Khan o r  C hagan , m ean ing  

L o r d ) .

The g r e a t e s t  an d  m i g h t i e s t  o f  them  i s  t h e  C hrim ; T a r ­
t a r  (whom some c a l l  t h e  G r e a t  Cham) t h a t  l i e t h **S o u th ,  
a n d  S o u t h - e a s t w a r d  f ro m  R u s s i a . an d  d o th  m ost annoy 
t h e  C o u n t r i e  by i n u a s i o n s ,  commonly o n ce  e u e ry  y e a r e 11 
so m e tim e s  enfcring v e r y  f a r r e  w i t h i n  t h e  i n l a n d  p a r t s . 10

I n  Much Ado A b ou t N o t h i n g . B e n e d ic k  s a y s  t h a t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n

f a c e  B e a t r i c e ,

I  w i l l  go on  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e r r a n d  now t o  t h e  A n t i ­
p o d e s  t h a t  you  c a n  d e v i s e  t o  s e n d  me o n ;  I  w i l l  
f e t c h  y o u  a t o o t h p i c k e r  now from  t h e  f u r t h e s t  in c h  
o f  A s ia ;  b r i n g  y ou  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  P r e s t e r  J o h n ’s  
f o o t ;  f e t c h  y ou  a h a i r  o f f  t h e  g r e a t  Cham 's b .eard; 
do y ou  a n y  em b assag e  t o  t h e  P ig m ie s ;  r a t h e r  t h a n  
h o l d  t h r e e  w o r d s ’ c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h i s  h a r p y .

I n  t h i s  o n e  s p e e c h  we h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  A n t ip o d e s  o f  Amer­

i c a  , t h e  d i s t a n c e  o f  A s ia ,  t h e  k i n g  o f  E t h i o p i a  o r  Aby­

s s i n i a  (w h e re  l e g e n d  s a y s  P r e s t e r  Jo h n  r u l e d ) , t h e  em per­

o r  o f  t h e  T a r t a r s ,  a n d  a g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  i n  A f r i c a .  D i s ­

t a n c e  an d  t r a v e l  a r e  a g a i n  b r o u g h t  up when King Henry s a y s ,  

" I f  t h a t  sam e demon t h a t  h a t h  g u l l ’ d t h e e  t h u s  /  S h o u ld

lOSj.. 4. 5 1093. 2. 101 l l ° Fletcher> p. 246.

11:l2. 1 . 253-61
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w i t h  h i s  l i o n - g a i t  w a lk  t h e  w h o le  w o r l d ,  /  He m ig h t  r e ­

t u r n  t o  v a s t y  T a r t a r  b a c k . " - ^ 2
The o r i g i n a l  name T a t a r  p r o b a b l y  p i c k e d  up  t h e

e x t r a  ’ r ’ f ro m  t h e  name T a r t a r u s  w h ic h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

Homer, was a p r i s o n  a s  f a r  b e lo w  H ades a s  H ades i s  b e lo w  

t h e  e a r t h ,  w here  Zeus c o n f i n e d  t h e  T i t a n s  a f t e r  t h e i r  

r e b e l l i o n .  L a t e r  w r i t e r s  u s e d  i t  a s  t h e  name o f  t h e  

p l a c e  o f  p u n ish m en t  f o r  t h e  w i c k e d . T h e r e f o r e ,  w hen, 

i n  T w e l f th  N i g h t . S i r  Toby s a y s ,  "To t h e  g a t e s  o f  T a r t a r ,  

t h o u  m ost e x c e l l e n t  d e v i l  o f  w i t . "  h e  i s  r e f e r r i n g

t o  a p l a c e  o f  e v i l ,  w h e t h e r  he  means T a r t a r y  o r  t h e  g a t e s  

o f  h e l l ,  o r  p e rh a p s  b o t h  i n  one  w o rd .  The same i s  t r u e  

o f  King Henry when h e  s a y s  t h e  d e v i l  " m ig h t  r e t u r n  t o  

v a s t y  T a r t a r  b a c k  /  a n d  t e l l  t h e  l e g i o n s ,  ’ I  c an  n e v e r  

w in  /  A s o u l  so  e a s y  a s  t h a t  E n g l i s h m a n ’ s " - ^ 5  And 

Dromio s a y s  o f  h i s  m a s t e r  i n  The Comedy o f  E r r o r s . "H e’ s  

i n  T a r t a r  l im b o ,  w o rs e  t h a n  h e l l ." ^ -* -^  The A rden  E d i t i o n  

s a y s ,  "The j e s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  clow n Dromio t a k e s  ’T a r t a r  

l im b o ’ t o  mean t h e  h e l l  o f  t h e  T a r t a r s  o r  Mohammedans, 

and  so  w orse  t h a n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  h e l l . " ^ ?

On 21 S e p te m b e r  15&9 F l e t c h e r  w r o te  a l e t t e r  t o

L ord  B u rg h ley  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  f i r s t  day  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l

i n  Moscow. He s a y s :

112H5 2 .  2 .  122  1 1 3S u gden , p .  502 . 11Z*-2. 4 .  225

115H5 2 .  2 .  124  l l 6 5 .  2 .  32
117

The New C am bridge  S h a k e s p e a r e  q u o te d  i n  t h e  
Arden E d i t i o n  p .  6 0 .
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When I  h a d  a u d ie n c e  o f  th e  E m perour, i n  t h e  v e r i e  
e n t r a n c e  o f  my s p e e c h ,  I  was c a v i l l e d  w i t h a l l  by  
t h e  C h a u n c e l l o u r ,  bycaw se I  s a i e d  n o t  f o r t h  t h e  
E m perours  w ho le  s t i l e ,  w hich  o f  p u rp o s e  I  f o r b a r e  
t o  d o e ,  bycaw se  I  w ou ld  n o t  make h i s  s t i l e  o f  two 
e l l n e s ,  an d  y o u r  H ig hnes  s t i l e  o f  a s p a n  lo n g ,  
h a v in g  r e p e a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  p r i n c i p a l l  p a r t s  
o f  i t ,  a n d  g i v i n g  him  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  g r e a t  L o r d .
Duke a n d  E m perour o f  a l l  R u s s i a . King o f  C a z a n .
K ing o f  A s t r a c a n  &c. I  a n sw e a re d  him  t h a t  t h e  $m- 
p e r o u r  was a m i g h t i e  P r i n c e ,  and  h a d  m an ie  C o u n t r i e s  
w h ic h  s t r a u n g e r s  c o u ld  n o t ,  n o r  w e a r  n o t  bound  t o  
know, t h a t  I  r e p e a t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l l  o f  h i s  s t i l e ,  
t o  shew my h o n o u r  t o  t h e  r e s t - -  But i t  w ou ld  n o t  
s e r v e  t i l l  a l l  was r e p e a t e d .  K

I n  King H enry  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I . Jo a n  La P u c e l l e  s a y s ,

The T u rk ,  t h a t  two an d  f i f t y  k ingdom s h a t h ,
W r i t e s  n o t  so  t e d i o u s  a s t y l e  a s  t h i s .
Him t h a t  t h o u  m a g n i f i e s t  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  t i t l e s - - Q 
S t i n k i n g  a n d  f l y - b l o w n ,  l i e s  h e r e  a t  o u r  f e e t .  y

" S t y l e "  means t i t l e s  a d d e d  t o  a name, an d  a d d i n g  two h u n ­

d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  t i t l e s  t o  t h e  T u r k ' s  name w ou ld  c e r t a i n l y  

b e  a s  t e d i o u s  t o  J o a n  La P u c e l l e  a s  i t  was t o  F l e t c h e r .

The r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  Canon t o  R u s s i a ,  Moscow, 

T a r t a r s ,  T u rk s  a n d  Chams have  n o t  b een  e x h a u s t e d  i n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  enougji h e r e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  

r e f e r e n c e s  w ere  n o t  c o in c id e n c e s  and  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  

o u r  s t o r y  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p l a y s .  T hey 

a l l  f o l l o w  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a l l u s i o n s ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  

n o t h i n g  t o  do w i th  t h e  c o n te n t  o f  t h e  p l a y  b u t  w ere  o f  

i n t e r e s t  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  a u d ie n c e  f o r  t h e i r  t o p i c a l  i n ­

t e r e s t -

l i d
F le tc h e r ,  p . 363.

1194. 7. 73-6.
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The V o y a g e rs  Qo t o  A f r i c a

At t h e  m i d - p o i n t  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h i l e  

t r a d e  was b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  R u s s i a ,  t h e  g ro w in g  r e ­

s e n tm e n t  i n  E n g l i s h m e n  to w a rd  t h e  S p a n is h  a n d  P o r tu g u e s e  

m o n o p o l i s t i c  c l a im s  w as i n c r e a s i n g ,  a n d  A f r i c a  became t h e  

n e x t  t a r g e t  f o r  t e s t i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  P a p a l  B u l l .  

T h ere  i s  some e v id e n c e  o f  t e n t a t i v e  p r o b i n g s  f o r  t r a d e  i n  

A f r i c a  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 5 4 & .^ 2^  H ow ever, r e g u l a r  t r a d e  w i t h  

A f r i c a  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  u n t i l  1551 when a p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  Lon­

don m e rc h a n ts  s e n t  Thomas Wyndham, i n  command o f  th e  L io n  

o f  London, t o  S a n ta  C ru z ,  a  p o r t  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  c o a s t  o f  

M orocco . He d i d  some t r a d i n g  t h e r e  a n d  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a
1 p-l

c a rg o  o f  s u g a r ,  d a t e s ,  a lm o n d s ,  a n d  m o l a s s e s .  He a l s o  

b ro u g h t  b a c k  tw o  M oors o f  n o b le  b l o o d .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  

o f  a s e r i e s  o f  r e g u l a r  t r a d i n g  v o y a g e s  t o  A f r i c a .  Wynd­

ham s a i l e d  on h i s  s e c o n d  v o y ag e  t o  t h e  B a rb a r y  C o a s t  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  w i t h  t h r e e  s h i p s  a n d  120 m en. He h a d  w i t h  

h im  Jam es Thom as, on x^hose d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  voyage  

H a k lu y t  b a s e d  h i s  r e n d i t i o n .

T h is  f l e e t e  d e p a r t e d  o u t  o f  K in g - r o d e  n e e r e  B r i s t o l l  
a b o u t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  May 1 5 5 2 ,  b e i n g  on a  Munday 
i n  t h e  m o rn in g :  a n d  t h e  Munday f o r t n i g h t  n e x t  e n s u i n g  
i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  came t o  a n  a n c k e r  a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  p o r t  
i n  t h e  r o a d e  o f  Z a f i a ,  o r  A s a f i  on  t h e  c o a s t  o f  B a r -  
b a r i e ,  s t a n d i n g  i n  3 2 . d e g r e e s  o f  l a t i t u d e ,  a n d  t h e r e  
p u t  on l a n d  p a r t  o f  o u r  m a rc h a n d is e  t o  be c o n v e ie d  by 
l a n d  t o  t h e  c i t i e  o f  M orocco : w h ic h  b e in g  d o n e ,  an d  
h a v in g  r e f r e s h e d  o u r  s e l v e s  w i t h  v i c t u a l s  & w a t e r ,

•®-2®John W i l l i a m  B la k e ,  E u ro p e a n s  i n  W est A f r i c a . 
1 4 5 0 -1 5 6 0 . (L o n d o n : H a k lu y t  S o c i e t y ,  1 ^ 4 2 ) ',  S e r .  2 ,  No. 8 7 ,
p p .  301- 2 .

•̂ ^ S h o r t  H is to r y . p .  S2.
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we w e n t  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p o r t  c a l l e d  S a n ta  C ru z ,  w h ere  
we d i s c h a r g e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  g o o d s ,  b e i n g  good q u a n -  
t i t i e  o f  l i n n e n  a n d  w o o l l e n  c l o t h ,  c o r a i l ,  a m b e r ,  j e t ,  
a n d  d i v e r s  o t h e r  w e l l  a c c e p t e d  by  t h e  M o o r e s .^22

I n  A u g u s t  1553 a  s y n d i c a t e  o f  London m e r c h a n ts  s e n t  

Wyndham on h i s  t h i r d  v o y a g e .  W ith  h im  w as A n to n io  P i n t e a d o  

who h a d  s e r v e d  f o r  many y e a r s  a s  a p i l o t  on v o y a g e s  f ro m  

L is b o n  t o  G uinea  and  B r a z i l .  Now a n  o u t c a s t  f ro m  h i s  own 

c o u n t r y ,  he  h a d  o f f e r e d  t o  g u id e  a n  E n g l i s h  f l e e t  t o  t h e  

d a n g e r o u s ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  r i c h e s t  a n d  m ost s e c r e t  

p r e s e r v e s  o f  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  c ro w n . S in c e  P o r t u g a l  c la im e d  

e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t s  on t h e  A f r i c a ^  c o a s t ,  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  p r o ­

c e e d e d  i n  a  f u r t i v e  a n d  c l a n d e s t i n e  m a n n e r ,  i n  h o p e s  o f  n o t  

b e in g  s i g h t e d .  A f t e r  t o u c h i n g  on t h e  G ra in  C o a s t  ( L i b e r i a )  

a n d  t h e  I v o r y  C o a s t ,  t h e y  l a n d e d  on  t h e  Gold C o a s t  w here  

t h e y  o b t a i n e d  150 p o u n d s  o f  g o l d . ^ 3

B ut o u r  men . . . s a i l e d  a n  h u n d r e d  l e a g u e s  f u r t h e r ,  
u n t i l  t h e y  came t o  t h e  g o ld e n  l a n d :  w here  n o t  a t t e m p ­
t i n g  t o  come n e e r e  t h e  c a s t l e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  k i n g  
o f  P o r t u g a l l ,  w h ic h  w as w i t h  t h e  r i v e r  o f  M in a , t h e y  
made s a l e  o f  t h e i r  w are  o n ly  on t h i s  s i d e  and  beyond  
i t ,  f o r  t h e  g o l d  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  t o  t h e  q u a n t i t i e  o f  
a n  h u n d re d  an d  f i f t i e  p ounds w e i g h t ,  t h e r e  b e in g  i n  
c a s e  t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  have  d i s p a t c h e d  a l l  t h e i r  w are  
f o r  g o l d ,  i f  t h e  un tam e  b r a i n e  o f  Windham h a d ,  o r  c o u ld  
h a v e  g iv e n  e a r e  t o  t h e  c o u n s e l l  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  P i n ­
t e a d o

The f l e e t  t h e n  moved e a s t w a r d  on  t h e  B e n in  R iv e r  

( p r o b a b l y  t h e  N ig e r )  w h e re  t h e y  t r a d e d  f o r  e i g h t y  t o n s  o f  

p e p p e r s .  Here a t e r r i b l e  e p id e m ic  b ro k e  o u t ,  w i t h  f o u r  o r

■ ^ % a k l u y t ,  4 :3 3 - 4 *  ^ ^ S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p p .  $ 3 - 4 .

1 ̂ H a k l u y t ,  4 :  4 1 .
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M A P  O F  G U IN E A  A N D  B E N IN , 1558. 

From A dd. MS. 54x5. A . 7.

Map 9* Prom W illiam son’s  M ari tim e  E n t e r p r i s e s .
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f i v e  men d y in g  each  d a y .  Wyndham w as one o f  t h e  men who 

d i e d .  R educed t o  h a l f  t h e i r  n u m b e r, th e  r e m a in in g  men 

made a f r e n z i e d  d e p a r t u r e .  A f t e r  a  w eek o u t ,  P in te a d o
t

d ie d  and  o f  t h e  140 men who h a d  s e t  f o r t h ,  f o r t y  men a r ­

r i v e d  i n  P ly m o u th .-^ 5

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  num ber o f  c a s u a l t i e s ,  t h e  

150 pounds o f  g o ld  made th e  e x p e d i t i o n  a  c o m m e rc ia l s u c ­

c e s s .

I n  The M e rc h a n t o f  V e n ic e , one o f  P o r t i a ' s  s u i t o r s  

i s  th e  P r in c e  o f  M o ro c co . He s a y s  a l l  t h e  w o r ld  d e s i r e s  

P o r t i a .

From th e  f o u r  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  t h e y  com e,
To k i s s  t h i s  s h r i n e ,  t h i s  m o r t a l - b r e a t h i n g  s a i n t :  
The H y ran ian  d e s e r t s  an d  t h e  v a s t y  w i ld s  
O f w ide A ra b ia  a r e  a s  t h r o u g h f a r e s  now 
F o r  p r in c e s  t o  come v iew  f a i r  P o r t i a :
The w a te ry  k in g d o m , w hose a m b i t io u s  h e a d  
S p i t s  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  h e a v e n , i s  no b a r  
To s to p  th e  f o r e i g n  s p i r i t s ;  b u t  th e y .c o m e ,
As o ' e r  a  b r o o k ,  t o  s e e  f a i r  P o r t i a 1 2 ®

T r a v e l  from  t h e  f o u r  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  h ad  b e ­

come a f r e q u e n t  s u b j e c t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  by  now. The N o rth  

A f r ic a n  p r in c e  s e l e c t s  t h e  b o x  w h ic h  s y m b o liz e s  w h a t m ost 

t r a v e l e r s  w ere  s e a r c h i n g  f o r — g o ld ,  th e  m ost v a lu a b le  o f  

a l l  m e ta l s .  B ut i n s i d e  th e  b o x  he f i n d s  a  s k u l l  a n d  a 

w a rn in g  a g a i n s t  p u t t i n g  any  f a i t h  i n  o u tw a rd  a p p e a r a n c e s .

He h a s  b e e n  d e c e iv e d  a s  many s e a r c h e r s  f o r  g o ld  i n  A f r i c a ,  

and  l a t e r  i n  A m erica , w o u ld  b e .  He h a s  b e e n  d e c e iv e d  b e ­

c a u se  :

125 sh o rt H is to r y , p .  34 l262. 6 . 39-47
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Portia. Goe, draw aside the curtaines, ahd discover
The several! Gaskets to this hoble Prince:

F ig . 2ij.. The Merchant o f  V en ice . Act I I ,  s c .  v i i .  
From The Comedies H is to r ie s  and T ragedies o f  W il- 
llam  Shakespeare. Tne lim ite d  hIdltlnnH Clnh.-------
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A l l  t h a t  g l i s t e r s  i s  n o t  g o l d ,—
O f te n  h a v e  y o u  h e a r d  t h a t  t o l d :
Many a man h i s  l i f e  h a t h  s o ld  
B u t my o u t s i d e  t o  b e h o ld :
G ild e d  tom bs do worms i n f o l d .
Had y o u  b e e n  a s  w is e  a s  b o ld ,
Young i n  l im b s ,  i n  ju d g em en t o l d ,
Y our a n sw e r  h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n s c r o l l ’ d„
F a re  y o u  w e l l ;  y o u r  s u i t  i s  c o l d . 2 '

A g a in  S h a k e s p e a re  i s  m ock ing  th e  u n i v e r s a l  im­

p u l s e  f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  g o ld ,  th e  im p u ls e  t h a t ,  m o t iv a te d  

so  many o f  t h e  v o y a g e r s .  When P i s t o l  a n n o u n c e s  H a l ’ s  a c -
1 od

c e s s i o n  w i th  " I  s p e a k  o f  A f r i c a  an d  g o ld e n  j o y s , "  he 

may be r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  g o ld  t r a d e  o f  t h e  

v je s te r n  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a .

F u tu r e  v o y a g e r s ,  rem e m b e rin g  t h e  d i s a s t e r ,  con­

f i n e d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  G u inea  c o a s t s ,  l e f t  B e n in  a lo n e ,
* *4

a n d  a v o id e d  t h e  e x tre m e  h e a t  o f  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d .  The h e a t

o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  d e s e r t s  w ere  p r o v e r b i a l .

Y e t i s  i s  n o t  c o ld e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  s m o o th e r in g  h o t e ,  
w i th  h o t e  sh o w re s  o f  r a i n e  a l s o ,  an d  som ew here su ch  
s c o r c h in g  w in d e s ,  t h a t  w h a t by  one m eanes a n d  o t h e r ,  
t h e y  seem e a t  c e r t a i n e  t im e s  t o  l i v e  a s  i t  w ere  i n  
f o m a c e s ,  a n d  i n  m aner a l r e a d y  h a l f e  way i n  P u rg a -  
t o r i e  o r  h e l l . 2 '

I n  T r o i l u s  a n d  C r e s s i d a .  U ly s s e s  s a y s ,  "And we w ere  b e t ­

t e r  p a r c h  i n  A f r i c  s u n  /  T han i n  t h e  p r i d e  an d  s a l t  s c o r n  

o f  h i s  e y e s . ' ^ O

The v a s t  e x p a n se  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  d e s e r t s  made th em  

seem  v e r y  l o n e l y  p l a c e s .  H a k lu y t  w ro te  a b o u t  "Many u n h a b ­

i t a b l e  d e s e r t s ,  c o n t in u in g  f o r  th e  sp a c e  o f  f i v e  d a y e s

1 2 7mV 2 . 7 .  65 1 2 ^2H4 5 .  3 .  99

•*-29H akluyt, 4 :  6 0 . ^ 3®1 . 370 - I
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j o u r n e y , "  a n d  o f  " g r e a t  d e s e r t s  o f  a n  h u n d re d  d a l e s  j o u r ­

n e y .  "1 3 1  C y m b e lin e « S h a k e sp e a re  seem s t o  u s e  A f r i c  a s

a synonym  f o r  ’ d e s e r t . '  Im ogen s a y s  sh e  w is h e s  P osthum us 

an d  C lo te n  m ig h t f i g h t  i t  o u t  " i n  A f r i c , "  w here  no one 

w o u ld  s e p a r a t e  th e m , im p ly in g  t h a t  h e r  h u sb a n d  w o u ld  

s u r e l y  g e t  th e  b e t t e r  o f  C lo te n  i f  t h e r e  w as no one a ro u n d  

t o  i n t e r f e r e .^ 3 2

The r e p o r t s  a n d  th e  in f o r m a t io n  s u p p l i e d  b y  P e n - 

t e a d o  on th e  voyage  o f  1553  w ere  o f  suprem e im p o r ta n c e  t o  

E n g l i s h  n a v ig a t i o n  i n  A f r i c a .  The c o m m e rc ia l p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

t h a t  h a d  b e e n  r e v e a l e d  c a u s e d  a  s t r o n g  s y n d ic a te  t o  be  

fo rm e d . I n  O c to b e r  1 5 5 4 , th e y  s e n t  o u t  a f l e e t  o f  f i v e  

v e s s e l s  u n d e r  t h e  command o f  John . L o c k e ,^33

They b ro u g h t  f ro m  th e n c e  a t  t h e  l a s t  v o ia g e  f o u r e  
h u n d re d  pound  \iie ig h t an d  odde o f  g o ld ,  o f  tw o a n d  
t \v e n t ie  c a r r a t s  a n d  one g r a in e  i n  f i n e n e s s e : a l s o  
s i x e  a n d  t h i r t i e  b u t s  o f  g r a i n e s ,  & a b o u t  tw o h u n ­
d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  E le p h a n ts  t e e t h  o f  a l l  q u a n t i t i e s .
O f t h e s e  I  saw & m easu red  some o f  n in e  s p a n s  i n  
l e n g t h ,  a s  t h e y  w ere  c ro o k e d . Some o f  them  w ere  
a s  b ig g e  a s  a  mans t h i g h  ab o v e  th e  k n e e , a n d  w eyed 
a b o u t  f o u r e s c o r e  an d  t e n  pound  w e ig h t a  p e e c e .1 3 4

E le p h a n ts  becam e c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  A f r i c a  

s i n c e  t h e  v o y a g e r s  a lw a y s  seem ed t o  r e f e r  t o  th em , d e s ­

c r i b i n g  i n  d e t a i l  t h e i r  s i z e ,  t h e i r  slow  g a i t ,  t h e i r  

e a t i n g  h a b i t s ,  a n d  how t h e y  w ere  c a u g h t .  I n  T r o i l u s  a n d

C r e s s i d a ,  A le x a n d e r  s a y s  o f  A jax  he i s  " s lo w  a s  a n  e l e -  
135p h a n t . "  I n  th e  n e x t  a c t  U ly s s e s  r e f e r s  s c a t h i n g l y  t o

l 3 1 H a lc lu y t, 4 : 3 9 .  1321 .  1 .  167

^33]yfaritime 
13 51. 2. 21

, PP. 2S4-5. 3^H ak luy t, 4 :5 4 .
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o b s t i n a t e ,  s u lk y  A c h i l l e s :  "The e l e p h a n t  h a th  j o i n t s ,  

b u t  n one  f o r  c o u r t e s y :  h i s  l e g s  a r e  l e g s  f o r  n e c e s s i t y ,  

n o t  f o r  f l e x t u r e  . ,,*L3 6  T h is  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a ­

d i c t o r y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w ere  c i r c u l a t e d  by th e  v o y a g e rs  

a b o u t  t h e  e l e p h a n t ’ s  l e g s  n o t  h a v in g  j o i n t s .  One l e ­

gend  h a d  i t  t h a t  t h e  way t o  t r a p  a n  e l e p h a n t  w as " t o  sa;^ 

a t r e e  a lm o s t  i n  tw o , a  t r e e  a g a i n s t  w h ich  h e  h a b i t u a l l y  

ru b b e d  h i m s e l f ;  t h e  h u n t e r s  th e n  e a s i l y  c a p tu r e d  h im  when 

he p u sh e d  o v e r  t h e  t r e e  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  g e t  up b e c a u se  he 

h ad  no j o i n t s . "^*37 T h is  m ethod  o f  c a p t u r i n g  e l e p h a n t s  

was d i s p u t e d  by some w r i t e r s .  P i g a f e t t a  i n  h i s  R e p o r t  o f  

th e  Kingdom  o f  th e  Congo (1 5 9 1 ) w r o te :

T hey a r e  c a p tu r e d  by d ra w in g  th em  i n t o  d e ep  t r e n c h e s  
i n  p a r t s  w h ere  t h e y  a r e  a c c u s to m e d  t o  f e e d .  T h ese  
t r e n c h e s  a r e  n a rro w  a t  th e  b o t to m , an d  l a r g e r  a b o v e , 
so  t h a t  t h e  a n im a ls  c a n n o t  h e lp  th e m s e lv e s ,  an d  when 
l e a p i n g  f o r w a r d ,  f a l l  down a g a i n .  E a r t h ,  g r a s s ,  a n d  
l e a v e s  a r e  c o v e re d  o v e r  t h e s e  t r e n c h e s ,  w h ich  a c t  a s  
a  b l i n d ,  and  th e  a n im a ls  p a s s i n g  o v e r  th em  f a l l  i n t o  
t h e  t r a p . 1 3 °

T h is  new in f o r m a t io n  s u p p l i e d  by P i g a f e t t a  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  

J u l i u s  C a e s a r , when D e c iu s  B ru tu s  s a y s  he w i l l  l u r e  C a e s a r  

o u t  o f  t h e  C a p i t a l  b e c a u s e  h e  l i k e s  t o  h e a r  s u c h  s t o r i e s  

a s  how e l e p h a n t s  may be  t r a p p e d  w i th  h o l e s .

. . . f o r  he  lo v e s  t o  h e a r  
T h a t u n ic o r n s  may be  b e t r a y ’ d w i th  t r e e s ,
And b e a r s  w i th  g l a s s e s ,  e l e p h a n t s  w i th  h o l e s -  
L io n s  w i th  t o i l s ,  and  men w i th  f l a t t e r e r s .  ™

3« 10 5 -7 *  ' ^ S i c u l u s ,  i n  C aw ley , p .  7 2 .
13^ F i l i p p a  P i g a f e t t a ,  A R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Kingdom o f  

t h e  Congo an d  o f  th e  S u r ro u n d in g  C o u n t r i e s : Drawn o u t  o f  
th e  W r i t in g s  a n d  D is c o u r s e s  o f  th e  P o r tu g u e s e ,  D u a r te  L o p ez , 
t r .  t o a r g a r i t e  H u tc h in s o n  (New Y ork : N egro  U n i v e r s i t i e s  P r e s s ,  
1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  4 7 .
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B e fo re  L ocke r e t u r n e d  in  J u l y  o r  A u g u s t o f  1555 > 

P o r t u g a l  h a d  lo d g e d  an  a n g ry  p r o t e s t  t o  t h e s e  i n t r u s i o n s .  

Q ueen M ary l e n t  a  s y m p a th e tic  e a r  s i n c e  sh e  h a d  j u s t  m ar­

r i e d  P h i l i p  o f  S p a in  on 25 J u l y  1554* Had E dw ard  V I l i v e d ,  

a n d  h ad  h e  m a r r ie d  E l i z a b e th  o f  F ra n c e  a s  h a d  b e e n  p la n n e d ,  

t h e  s t o r y  o f  d i s c o v e r y  m ig h t hav e  t a k e n  a  d i f f e r e n t  t u r n .  

The d e a th  o f  E dw ard an d  th e  s u c c e s s io n  o f  M ary h a d  th e  

e f f e c t  o f  m ak ing  E n g lan d  an  a l l y  o f  S p a i n . P h i l i p  u s e d  

h is  i n f l u e n c e  w i th  Mary t o  g e t  h e r  t o  s u b m it  t o  P o r t u g a l 1 s  

dem ands. On IS  J u l y  1555 th e  P r iv y  C o u n c il  s e n t  i n s t r u c ­

t i o n s  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  London a n d  B r i s t o l  t o  s to p  a l l  

v o y a g e s  t o  G uinea u n t i l  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s .  P h i l i p ’ s  i n f lu e n c e  

w as o b v io u s .  I f  E n g l i s h  m e rc h a n ts  ig n o r e d  P o r t u g a l ’ s  c la im  

t o  s o l e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  A f r i c a ,  th e  P a p a l  B u l l  w o u ld  be p ro v e n  

a  docum ent o f  no  co n seq u en ce  an d  P h i l i p ’ s  c la im s  i n  A m erica  

w o u ld  a l s o  be t h r e a t e n e d .  W hat P h i l i p  f e a r e d  w as e x a c t l y  

w ha t h a p p e n e d . I t  was l e f t  t o  p r i v a t e  m e r c h a n ts ,  who 

m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t o  th e  g a llo w s  f o r  t h e i r  a c t s ,  t o  

d e fy  th e  b u l l  o f  A le x a n d e r  V I and  t o  a s s e r t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  

E n g lish m e n  t o  s a i l  a l l  t h e  s e a s  and  do  b u s i n e s s  i n  a l l  

l a n d s . 1/)*1

1392. l .  205-8

■^^Edw ard Jo h n  P a y n e , e d . V oyages o f  t h e  E l i z a ­
b e th a n  Seam en: S e l e c t  N a r r a t i v e s  fro m  t h e - * P r i n c i p a l  N a v i­
g a t i o n s  * o f  H a k lu y t (O x fo rd : C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 0 7 ) .  x x v .

^ M a r i t i m e , p p . 287-9 .
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When t h e  C o u n c il ,  a f r a i d  t o  d e fy  P h i l i p ,  commanded 

t h e  m e rc h a n ts  n o t  t o  e n t e r  a n y  d o m in io n  o f  t h e  K ing  o f  P o r ­

t u g a l  o r  o f  a n y  o t h e r  p r i n c e  w i th o u t  h i s  p e r m is s io n ,  t h e y  

o b e y e d . T hey  d i d  n o t  l a n d  i n  an y  tow n o r  f o r t r e s s  t h a t  

b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  K ing  o f  P o r t u g a l ;  th e y  d ro p p e d  a n c h o r  o f f  

t h e  c o a s t  a n d  l e t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  come o u t  t o  th e m . Even 

t h e n ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t r a d e  w i th  th e m  u n t i l  t h e y  w efe  a s s u r e d  

t h e y  w ere  n o t  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  K ing  o f  P o r t u g a l .  They a l s o  

o b ta in e d  a  t r a d i n g  l i c e n s e  fro m  th e  K ing  o f  Bynne and l e f t  

t h r e e  m e rc h a n ts  i n  h i s  c o u n t r y  t o  s tu d y  th e  t r a d i n g  s i t u a ­

t i o n . H i s  t e r r i t o r y  was on t h e  c o a s t  o f  G u in e a .

When i t  w as l e a r n e d  t h a t  F ra n c e  w as s e n d in g  f i v e  

s h i p s  on a  t r a d i n g  v oyage  t o  A f r i c a ,  t h e  C o u n c il  i n  Lon­

don  r e v e r s e d  i t s  a t t i t u d e  a n d  s to o d  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  r i g h t s  

o f  E n g l i s h  m e rc h a n ts  t o  make t h e i r  v o y a g e s . P h i l i p  w ould  

n o t  budge f ro m  h i s  p o s i t i o n  an d  th e  Q ueen o f f e r e d  to  make 

r e s t i t u t i o n  t o  a l l  m e rc h a n ts  f o r  th e  w are  t h e y  h a d  lo a d e d  

o n to  t h e i r  s h i p s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  j o u r n e y s .  The 

C o u n c i l1s  r e l u c t a n t  s u b m is s io n  t o  P h i l i p  w as a p a p e r  s u b ­

m is s io n  o n l y .  When l a r g e  a rm ed  v e s s e l s  w ere  b e in g  manned 

a n d  p r o v i s i o n e d  a n d  l a d e n  w i th  g o o d s , th e  C o u n c il ,  th e  

c u s to m  o f f i c e r s ,  an d  t h e  p o r t  a u t h o r i t i e s  lo o k e d  th e  o t h e r  

way . ^ 3  T h e re  i s  good  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  many o f  t h e  

P r iv y  c o u n c i l l o r s  w ere  th e m s e lv e s  f i n a n c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d

14? I b i d . .  p . 290. • 143 I b i d . ,  p . 292.
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i n  th e  v o y a g e s . T h e  c la im  t o  w o rld -m o n o p o ly  by th e  

P e n i n s u l a r  p o w ers  was now d e f i n i t e l y  b ro k e n  an d  t h e  n a ­

t i o n a l  i n s t i n c t  f o r  e x p a n s io n  w as a t  l a s t  f u l l y  a ro u s e d  

an d  c o u ld  n o t  be h e ld  b a c k .

The g r e a t  s u c c e s s  o f  L o c k e ’ s  v o y ag e  e n c o u ra g e d  

more v o y a g e s  a n d  m e rc h a n ts  c o n t in u e d  t o  make p r e p a r a t i o n s .

One lo n d o n  m e rc h a n t ,  W il l ia m  T o w erso n , made t h r e e  v o y a g e s  

t o  t h e  G uinea C o a s t b e tw e e n  S e p te m b e r  1555 a n d  O c to b e r  

1 55$• T o w erso n , i n  h i s  r e c o r d s ,  m e n tio n s  p a s s i n g  o t h e r  

E n g l i s h  s h i p s  on th e  G u inea  c o a s t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  v e ry  

l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  w as b e in g  p a id  t o  o f f i c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

now .1 ^

A l l  T o w erso n 7s  v o y a g e s  w ere  c o m m e rc ia l ly  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  d e s p i t e  b a t t l e s  w i th  th e  P o r tu g u e s e  on  e a c h  t r i p  an d  

th e  l o s s  o f  l i v e s  an d  s h i p s .  R e tu r n in g  f ro m  h i s  t h i r d  

v o y a g e , T o w erso n 7s  s h i p ,  w i th  o n ly  s i x  h e a l th y  men l e f t  

on b o a r d ,  l im p e d  i n t o  t h e  p o r t  a t  t h e  I s l e  o f  W igh t on 

20 O c to b e r  1 5 5 3 .^

As t h e  y e a r s  p a s s e d ,  th e  v o y a g e r s  r e a l i z e d  th e y  

w ere  d o in g  more an d  m ore f i g h t i n g  an d  l e s s  an d  l e s s  t r a d i n g .  

T h is  e a r l y  s e r i e s  o f  G u inea  v o y a g e s  came t o  a n  en d  w i th  

G eorge F e n n e r ’ s  e x p e d i t i o n  o f  I 566 - 7., w h ic h  w as a c o n t i n ­

u o u s  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h e  n e g ro e s  a n d  P o r tu g u e s e ,  c u lm in a t in g

144 s h o r t  H is to r y , p .  36 . ^ M a r i t i m e . p p . 293-9 .

^ I b i d . ,  pp . 3 0 0 -6 .
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i n  a d e s p e r a t e  b a t t l e  o f f  th e  A z o r e s .1 ^  “ s e a - s o r - ^  • .

roxvs"^4& o f  t h e s e  A f r i c a n  v o y a g es  s u r p a s s e d  e v e n  th o s e  

t h a t  E n g lish m e n  h a d  e x p e r ie n c e d  i n  th e  A r c t i c  r e g i o n s  an d  

t r a d e  w i th  t h e  W est C o a st o f  A f r i c a  c e a s e d  f o r  t h e  t im e  

b e in g .

The A r c t i c  v o y a g e s  h a d  a t  l e a s t  b een  f r e e  f ro m  

d e v a s t a t i n g  w a r s ,  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  A f r i c a n  c o a s t s  w ere  n e v ­

e r  q u i t e  f r e e ;  a n d  th e  h o t ,  s o u th e r n  c l im a te  w as e v e n  more 

d e a d ly  t h a n  w a r .  The f i r s t  G uinea voyage o f  1553 r e a c h e d  

B e n in  on  th e  w e s t  o f  t h e  S la v e  C o a s t ,  and  11 o f  s e v e n  s c o r e  

men came home t o  P lim m outh  s c a r c e l y  f o r t y ,  and o f  th e m  

many d i e d . "1 4 9  j n  t h e  G uinea  v oyage  o f  1 5 5 4 , t w e n ty - f o u r  

d i e d .  In  t h e  G u inea  voyage  o f  1557  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s h i p s  

o n ly  one r e t u r n e d  w i th  " n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  above  20 so u n d  men 

t h a t  a r e  a b le  t o  l a b o u r ,  and  we h a v e  o f  o u r  men 21 d e a d ,  

a n d  many more v e ry  s o r e  h u r t  an d  s i c k e . ’̂ ^O

I t  c a n  be s e e n  why th e  A f r i c a n  v o y a g es  s to p p e d ,  

b u t  t h e s e  e a r l y  v o y a g e s  d e te rm in e d  th e  f u t u r e  d e s t i n y  o f  

E n g la n d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  They p ro v e d  b ey o n d  a 

d o u b t t h a t  t h e  P o r tu g u e s e  w ere  n o t  a b le  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e i r  

c la im  t o  a m o n o p o ly . The q u e s t io n ,  now a r o s e  a s  t o  w h e th e r  

S p a in  c o u ld ,  a n d  i t  w as n o t  lo n g  b e f o r e  E n g l i s h  v o y a g e r s  

tu r n e d  t o  A m erica  a n d  p ro v e d  sh e  c o u ld  n o t .

•̂ S h o r t  H is to r y , p . 93 . i # 2 . 170

•W n a k lu y t,  4 :4 4 . I b i d . ,  4 :1 3 6 .
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To E l i z a b e t h a n s  A f r i c a  m ean t c h i e f l y  th e  s t a t e s  

on th e  s o u th e r n  c o a s t  o f  th e  M e d i te r r a n e a n — E g y p t, T r i p ­

o l i ,  T u n is ,  A l g i e r s .  I n  The T e m p e s t. G onzalo  d e c l a r e s ,

’’Our g a rm e n ts  a r e  now a s  f r e s h  a s  when we p u t  th em  on  

f i r s t  i n  A f r i c ,  a t  t h e  m a r r ia g e  o f  t h e  K in g ’ s  f a i r  d au g h ­

t e r  C l a r i b e l  t o  t h e  K ing  o f  T u n i s ,  " - ^ l  L a t e r  S e b a s t ia n  

r e p r o a c h e s  t h e  K ing  w i t h  h a v in g  l o s t  h i s  d a u g h te r  ” t o  a n  

A f r i c a n . "152

A n o th e r  name f o r  n o r t h e r n  A f r i c a ,  a lo n g  t h e  Med­

i t e r r a n e a n ,  f ro m  E g y p t t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  O cean , an d  fro m  th e  

s e a  t o  t h e  S a h a ra  D e s e r t ,  w as B a r b a r y .  Though t r a d e  w i th  

t h e  w e s te r n  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a  h a d  c e a s e d ,  t h e  co m m erc ia l 

v e n tu r e  w i th  B a r b a r y ,  w h ic h  h a d  s t a r t e d  w i th  Wyndham’ s  

v oyage  o f  1 5 5 1 , w as c o n s id e ra b le  a n d  i n  155#  th e  Company 

o f  B a rb a ry  M e rc h a n ts  w as fo rm ed  i n  L o n d o n . T h e re  a r e  

s e v e r a l  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t r a d e  i n  th e  p l a y s .  One o f  

A n to n io ’ s  v e n tu r e s  w as t o  B a rb a ry l5 3  and  P r in c e  H al i n ­

fo rm s  th e  s t u p i d  w a i t e r  a b o u t  s u g a r ,  " I n  B a rb a ry ,  s i r ,  

i t  c a n n o t  come t o  s o  m u ch .” ^ ^ ^  He i s  p r o b a b ly  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  t h e  p e n n y w o rth  o f  s u g a r  w h ic h  F r a n c i s  h a s  Iv e n  h im , 

an d  f o r  w h ich  he  h a s  p ro m is e d  h im  one th o u s a n d  p o u n d s .

S u g a r  w o u ld , o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  c h e a p  i n  B a r b a r y .

B a rb a ry  w as fam o u s f o r  i t s  b r e e d  h o r s e .  "T hey 

a r e  o f  e x c e l l e n t  b e a u ty ,  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  s e r v i c e  . ’’155

1512 .  1 .  71 1 5 2 2 .  1 .  125 153MV 3 .  2 .  272

2 . 4 .  78  ^ 33S u g d en , p .  4 6 , q u o te s  H e y ly n .
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I n  H am let f t h e  K ing  wag§red'?s i x  B a rb a ry  h o r s e s "  on H am let 

i n  h i s  f e n c in g - m a tc h  w i th  L a e r t e s .  I n  K ing  R ic h a rd  th e  

S e c o n d , t h e  groom  t e l l s  how B o lin g b ro k e  ro d e  i n t o  L ondon 

o n  R ic h a r d ’ s  "R oan B a r b a r y .w l56 j n  O t h e l l o ,  S h a k e sp e a re  

d i d  n o t  h av e  f a r  t o  r e a c h  f o r  a b i t  o f  l o c a l  c o l o r  when 

h e  made Ia g o  convey  t o  B r a b a n t io  t h e  unw elcom e new s o f  

D esdem ona’ s  r a s h n e s s :  "Y ou’ l l  h a v e  y o u r  d a u g h te r  c o v e re d  

w i th  a  B a rb a ry  h o r s e , m157 t h a t  i s ,  t h e  Moor O t h e l l o .

I n  As You L ik e  I t . R o s a l in d  p ro m is e s  O r la n d o ,

" I  w i l l  be m ore j e a lo u s  o f  t h e e  t h a n  a  B a rb a ry  c o c k -  

p ig e o n  o v e r  h i s  h e n . " -5 ^  T h e re  i s  a  c e r t a i n  b la c k  

v a r i e t y  o f  p ig e o n  c a l l e d  a  B a rb . And we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  

t h e  men o f  B a rb a ry  a r e  " im p la c a b le  i n  h a t r e d ,  c o n s t a n t  

i n  a f f e c t i o n . "  In d e e d , t h e  j e a lo u s y  o f  th e  M oors w as 

w e l l - k n o w n . ' 1' 5° g 0 t h a t  a B a rb a ry  c o c k -p ig e o n  i s  a  

d o u b ly  e f f e c t i v e  sym bol o f  j e a l o u s y .  And o f  c o u rs e  

O th e l lo  w as a  s t r i k i n g  exam ple  o f  a  j e a l o u s  M oor. The 

B a rb a ry  h e n , on th e  o t h e r  h a n d , i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  harm ­

l e s s  a n d  i n o f f e n s i v e  b i r d .  H en ce , i n  K ing H enry  t h e  

F o u r th  P a r t  I I . F a l s t a f f  s a y s ,  ’’P i s t o l  w i l l  n o t  sw a g g e r 

w i th  a B a rb a ry  h e n , i f  h e r  f e a t h e r s  t u r n  b a c k  w i th  any  

show o f  r e s i s t a n c e . " 1 ^

S t i l l  a n o th e r  A f r i c a n  fo w l i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  when

1 5 6 5. 5. 78 15 71. 1 . 112  15e4 . l .  151

^ s u g d e n ,  p . 351. 16o2 . 4 .  10S
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Ia g o  s a y s ,  "E re  I  w ou ld  s a y  I  w o u ld  drow n m y s e lf  f o r  th e  

lo v e  o f  a  g u in e a - h e n ,  I  w o u ld  c h an g e  my h u m a n ity  w i th  a

b a b o o n .’1161.

The w ord  Mb a r b a r i a n ” w as u s e d  b o th  i n  t h e  s e n s e  

o f  a n  i n h a b i t a n t  o f  B a rb a ry  a n d  a l s o  i n  th e  G reek  s e n s e  

o f  one o f  a  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n  who s p e a k s  a la n g u a g e  n o t  u n d e r ­

s to o d  i n  c i v i l i z e d  l a n d s ,  o r  i n  t h e  c o u n try  o f  w h ich  th e  

s p e a k e r  i s  a  n a t i v e .  I a g o  s p e a k s  o f  O th e l lo  a s  "an  e r r i n g  

b a r b a r i a n . "  0 -.ca w a n d e r in g  s t r a n g e r — th o u g h , o f  c o u r s e ,  

O t h e l l o  w as a  B a r b a r i a n ,  o r  M oor, i n  th e  l i m i t e d  s e n s e  

a s  w e l l .  C o r io la n u s  w is h e s  t h e  c row ds "w ere b a r b a r i a n s , "  

t h a t  i s ,  s t r a n g e r s  i n  R o m e .^ 3 And i n  T r o i l u s  and  C re s -  

s i d a ,  T h e r s i t e s  s a y s  t o  A ja x , " th o u  a r t  b o u g h t and  s o ld  

among th o s e  o f  a n y  w i t ,  l i k e  a b a r b a r i a n  s l a v e , m e a n ­

i n g  A ja x  i s  a  s t r a n g e r  among men more i n t e l l i g e n t  t h a n  h e .

The p l a c e s  i n  B a rb a ry  m ost f r e q u e n t l y  a l l u d e d  t o  

i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  day  w e re  A l g i e r s ,  T u n is ,  and  T r i p o l i .

A l g i e r s  i s  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  C a l ib a n ’ s  dam,
165S y c o ra x . '  S h a k e s p e a re  seem s t o  h a v e  B a rb a ry  on h i s  

m ind i n  The T e m p e s t. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  A l g i e r s ,  h e  m e n tio n s  

C a r th a g e  a n d  t h e  K ing o f  T u n is .  A d r ia n  s a y s ,  "She w as o f  

C a r th a g e ,  n o t  o f  T u n is ,"  a n d  G onzalo  a n s w e rs ,  " T h is  T u n is ,
1 AA

s i r ,  w as C a r th a g e ."  00  The c o n fu s io n  p ro b a b ly  a r i s e s  fro m

1 6 l 0TH 1 .  3 .  317  l 62 l .  3 .  363 1 6 3 COR 3 .  1 .  233

1 6 ^ 2 . 1 . 51 l 6 % i p  1 . 2 . 253  l 662 . 1 . 7 9 -3 1



2 0 3

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  T u n is  i s  a c i t y  on  th e  n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  A f­

r i c a  a b o u t  t e n  m ile s  from  t h e  s i t e  o f  a n c i e n t  C a r th a g e ,  

a n d  C a r th a g e  w as a n  a n c i e n t  P h o e n ic ia n  c i t y  on  w h a t i s  

now t h e  Bay o f  T u n i s .

I n  A M idsummer N ig h tTs  D ream , H erm ia  s w e a rs  "by  

t h a t  f i r e  w h ic h  b u rn e d  th e  C a r th a g e  q u e e n  /  When t h e  f a l s e  

T ro ja n  u n d e r  s a i l  w as s e e n " ; - ^ ^  i n  The M e rc h a n t o f  V e n ic e , 

L o re n z o  c ro o n s ,  " I n  su ch  a n i g h t  /  S to o d  D ido  w i th  a x v il-  

low  i n  h e r  h a n d  /  Upon th e  w i ld  s e a  b a n k s ,  a n d  w a f t  h e r  

lo v e  /  To come a g a in  t o  C a r th a g e ’' ; I 6 9  an(j jin  The Tam ing o f  

th e  S h rew . L u c e n t io  s a y s  t o  T ra n io  sh e  i s  t o  h im  " a s  s e c ­

r e t  a n d  a s  d e a r  /  As Anna t o  t h e  Q ueen o f  C a r th a g e  was."-**7® 

I n  t h e  same p l a y ,  P e d a n t s a y s  h e  w i l l  t r a v e  " a s  f a r  a s  

Rome; /  And s o  t o  T r i p o l i .

M orocco i s  a  c o u n tr y  i n  n o r th w e s t  A f r i c a  w h ich  

w as i n  a n c i e n t  t im e s  c a l l e d  M a u r e ta n ia .  I a g o  s a y s  t h a t  

i n s t e a d  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t o  V e n ic e , O t h e l l o  " g o e s  i n t o  

M a u r i t a n ia ,  a n d  t a k e s  away w i th  h im  th e  f a i r  D esd e m o n a ," l7 2  

m ea n in g  O th e l lo  w o u ld  be r e t u r n i n g  t o  h i s  n a t i v e  A f r i c a ,  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  M o ro cco . When t h e  Company o f  B a rb a ry  Mer­

c h a n ts  was fo u n d e d  i n  London i n  1 5 3 3 , E l i z a b e t h  s e n t  a n  

a m b a ssa d o r t o  M orocco who was  w e l l  r e c e i v e d .  The in h a b -

■ ^ g u g d e n ,  p .  1 0 2 . 1 ^ 1 . 1 . 173  1 . 12

17° 1 ‘ 1 * x 53-5 1714 . 2 . 76 1724 . 2 . 224
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i t a n t s  w e re  a  m ixed  r a c e  o f  B e rb e r s  a n d  M oors w i th  a 

s t r o n g  i n f u s i o n  o f  J e w s . The E l i z a b e th a n s  r e g a r d e d  

th em  a s  b l a c k . ^73 I n  The M e rch a n t o f  V e n ic e , when t h e  

P r in c e  o f  M orocco i s  a n n o u n ce d  a s  one o f  P o r t i a ’ s  s u i t ­

o r s ,  s h e  s a y s ,  f,I f  he  h av e  th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a s a i n t  an d  

t h e  c o m p le x io n  o f  a  d e v i l ,  I  h a d  r a t h e r  he  s h o u ld  s h r i v e  

m e 'th a n  w iv e  m e .’̂ ^ o r t i a  i s  v o i c in g  h e r  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  

t h e  c o l o r  o f  t h e  P r i n c e ’ s  s k i n .

L ib y a ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  name among t h e  a n c i e n t s  f o r  

N o r th  A f r i c a ,  i s  a l s o  m e n tio n e d . I n  A nthony  a n d  C le o ­

p a t r a  , C a e s a r  in c lu d e d  B o c ch u s , K ing  o f  L ib y a , am o n g st 

t h e  a l l i e s  o f  A n to n y .^75 j n  - t h i s ,  S h a k e sp e a re  f o l lo w s  

P l u t a r c h ,  b u t  B o cch u s , who w as K ing o f  M a u r i t a n ia ,  w as 

f a i t h f u l  t o  O c ta v ia n ,  w h i le  B ogud, h i s  b r o t h e r ,  w en t 

o v e r  t o  A n t o n y .^*76 j n  a W in te r ’ s  T a l e , F l o r i z e l  p r e t e n d s  

t h a t  P e r d i t a  '’came fro m  L ib y a ,"  a n d  w as th e  d a u g h te r  o f  

t h e  w a r l i k e  S m a lu s , K ing  o f  L ib y a  .^ 7 7

L ib y a  w as h o t  a n d  s a n d y , a n d  th e  S y r t e s ,  o r  

q u ic k s a n d s  o f  t h e  c o a s t ,w e r e  w e l l  known t e r r o r s  t o  s a i l ­

o r s .  I n  T r o i l u s  a n d  C r e s s i d a . N e s te r  a v e r s  t h a t  w e re  

A c h i l l e s ’ b r a i n  " a s  b a r r e n  /  As b a n k s  o f  L i b y a T , 1 7 3  k e  

c o u ld  s c a r c e l y  be unaw are  t h a t  H e c to r ’ s  c h a l le n g e  w as

1 7 3 su g d e n , p .  3 5 4 . x 7 4 i .  2 . I 3 I -3

1 7 5 3 < 6 . 69  17 ^ S u g d en , p .  3 0 7 . ^ 5 .  1 . 157

1 7 ^ 1 . 3 . 328
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d i r e c t e d  a t  h im .

The C anary  I s l a n d s  a r e  a  g ro u p  o f  i s l a n d s  o f f  th e  n o r t h ­

w e s t c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a  w h e re  a  w e l l  known w ine  i s  p ro d u c e d . 

H ey lyn  s a y s ,  " C a n a r ie  w in e s  fume i n t o  t h e  h e a d  l e s s ,  p l e a s e  

t h e  p a l a t e  m o re , an d  b e t t e r  h e lp  t h e  n a t u r a l  w e ak n e ss  o f  a 

c o ld  s to m a c h , t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  w in e s  w h a t s o e v e r , ti179 And 

H a k lu y t a l s o  c o m m e n te d ," T h is  i s l a n d  h a th  s i n g u l a r  good 

w in e ."1 ^0  In  The M erry  W ives o f  W in d s o r . H o s t s a y s ,  " I  

w i l l  t o  my h o n e s t k n ig h t  F a l s t a f f  a n d  d r i n k  C an ary  w i th  

h im ." 1 ^ -  Q u ic k ly  t e l l s  F a l s t a f f  t h a t  he  h a s  b ro u g h t  M rs . 

F o rd  " i n t o  s u c h  a  c a n a ry  a s  i s  w o n d e rfu l." -* -^ 2 She i s  u s in g  

a  more f a m i l i a r  w ord  f o r  one t h a t  sh e  d o e s n ’ t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  

v i z .  q u a n d a ry ;  j u s t  a s ,  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  o n , sh e  u s e s  

a l i g a n t ,  t h e  name o f  a n o t h e r  w in e , f o r  e l e g a n t .  In  

T w e lf th  N ig h t , S i r  Toby s a y s ,  "T hou  l a c k e s t  a  cup  o f  Can­

a r y ;  when d id  I  s e e  t h e e  so  p u t  d o w n t 0 w h ic h  S i r  

Andrew r e p l i e s ;  "N e v e r  i n  y o u r  l i f e ,  I  t h i n k ;  u n l e s s  you  

s e e  C anary  p u t  me dow n." I n  K ing  H enry th e  F o u r th  P a r t  I I , 

t h e  H o s te s s  s a y s  t o  D o l l ,  "You h a v e  d ru n k  to o  much c a n a r i e s ;  

an d  t h a t ’ s  a  m a r v e l lo u s  s e a r c h i n g  w in e , an d  i t  p e rfu m e s  th e  

b lo o d  e r e  one c a n  s a y  'W h a t’ s  t h i s ? '  " - ^ 4

A n o th e r  s e c t i o n  o f  A f r i c a  w h ich  r e c e i v e d  a t t e n t i o n  < 

was E th i o p i a ,  a  te rm  u s e d  v a g u e ly  f o r  th e  w h o le  o f  A f r i c a

179Q u o ted  by S u g d e n , p .  95 iS o H a k lu y t ,  5 :2 6 .

l S 1 3 .  2 . 89 l g 22 . 2 . 60  l g 3 i .  3 .
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s o u th  o f  E g y p t a n d  t h e  S a h a ra  d e s e r t .  W hat im p re s s e d  

t h e  E l i z a b e th a n s  m o st was t h e  b la c k n e s s  o f  t h e  E t h i o ­

p i a n s ’ s k i n ;  a n d , a s  E l i z a b e t h  was b lo n d , t o  h a v e  a  d a rk  

c o m p le x io n  a n d  h a i r  w as r e g a r d e d  a s  a  b le m is h  i n  a  woman, 

a n d  t o  c a l l  one an  E th io p ia n  was a d i s t i n c t  i n s u l t .  S h ak e ­

s p e a r e  w as fo n d  o f  t h e  te r m  and  u s e d  i t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

Som etim es i t  w as m e re ly  a l i t e r a l  a l l u s i o n ,  a s  i n  P e r i c l e s , 

w hen T h a is a  s p e a k s  o f  th e  S p a r ta n  k n i g h t ’ s  s h i e l d  b e a r in g

th e  d e v ic e  o f  " a  b la c k  E th io p  r e a c h in g  a t  t h e  s u n .  " -^ 5  

O th e r  t im e s  i t  i s  a  te rm  d e n o t in g  u g l i n e s s ,  a s  i n  Much Ado

A bout N o th in g , when th e  r e p e n t a n t  C la u d io  s a y s  t h a t  he

w i l l  h o ld  t o  h i s  a g re e m e n t t o  m arry  u n se e n  t h e  n i e c e  o f
186L e o n a to , "w ere  sh e  a n  E th io p e ." - LOU L y s a n d e r ’ s  o r d e r

t o  t h e  p e r p l e x e d  H erm ia , "Away, y ou  E th io p e !"1 & 7  i s  i n t e n ­

d ed  t o  co n v ey  b i t i n g  s c o r n .  Cawley s a y s :

In  a  e u p h u i s t i c  a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o n d  o f  c h i a r o s c u r o ,  
th e  im age o f  c o n t r a s t  was n a t u r a l l y  s e i z e d  u p o n . 
S h a k e s p e re  h a s  tw o s u c h  c a s e s :  one o c c u r s  i n  L o v e ’ s  
L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t  w here  Dumain a d d r e s s e s  h i s  b e lo v e d ,
* T hou 'f  o r  whom Jo v e  w o u ld  sw e a r  Juno  b u t  a n  E th io p  

w e r e ’ ;1 8 8  a n o th e r ,  i n  Two G en tlem en  w h e re  P r o t e u s  . 
d e c l a r e s .  ’And S i l v i a — w i tn e s s  H eav en , t h a t  niade 
h e r  f a i r : — Shows J u l i a  b u t  a  sw a r th y  E t h i o p e . ’ 190

Romeo a l s o  u s e s  th e  te r m  w hen he d e s c r i b e s  h i s  f a i r  lo v e

a s  h a n g in g  upon  n i g h t ' s  c h e e k  l i k e  a  r i c h  je w e l  i n  a n

E th i o p ’ s  e a r . '* ’9 ’*’

The te n d e n c y  w en t so  f a r  t h a t  E th io p  becam e

l d 5 2 . 2 .  1 8 -2 0  1265# ^  33  i 8 7mNH 3 # 2 . 257

1SV  3 .  1 1 4 -5  1S92 . 6 .  2 5 -6  ^ C a w l e y ,  p# g 6

^ l i .  5 . 4 8 -9
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a lm o s t  a  synonym  f o r  b l a c k * T hus R o s a l in d  i n  As You 

L ik e  I t . s p e a k in g  o f  t h e  w o rd s  i n  P h e b e ’ s  l e t t e r ,  c a l l s  

them  "S uch  E th io p e  w o rd s , b l a c k e r  i n  t h e i r  e f f e c t  /  T han 

i n  t h e i r  c o u n te n a n c e  .'*3-92 The w h i te n e s s  by  c o n t r a s t  o f  

t h e  t e e t h  o f  b l a c k  p e o p le  w i th  t h e i r  s k i n  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  

i n  The W i n t e r s  T a l e : " h i s  h a n d  a s  w h i te  a s .  .. E t h i o p i a n ’ s  

t o o t h . j n  L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t , th e  K ing s a y s  s a t i r ­

i c a l l y  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  B i r o n ’ s  l o v e ,  " E th io p s  o f  t h e i r  

sw e e t c o m p le x io n  c r a c k . " -*-94 The E th io p i a n s  a c t u a l l y  d id  

b o a s t  o f  t i h e i r  b e a u t y .  "T he E t h i o p i a n s , "  w ro te  M a r ty r ,  

" t h in k  b l a c k  a  m ore b e a u t i f u l  c o l o r  t h a n  w h i t e . "^95

H a k lu y t  w r o t e :

A f r i c a  t h e  g r e a t  i s  one o f  th e  t h r e e  p a r t s  o f  th e  
w o r ld ,  know en i n  o ld  t im e ,  a n d  s e v e r e d  fro m  A s ia ,  
on t h e  E a s t  by  t h e  r i v e r  N i l u s ,  on th e  W est fro m  
E urope  by  t h e  p i l l a r s  o f  H e r c u le s .  The h i t h e r  1 9 , 
p a r t  i s  now c a l l e d  B a r b a r i e ,  a n d  th e  p e o p le  M o o re s .

O r i g i n a l l y ,  a  M oor m ean t a n  i n h a b i t a n t  o f  M aure­

t a n i a ,  i n  n o r th w e s t  A f r i c a ;  t h e n  i t s  u s e  was e x te n d e d  t o  

in c lu d e  t h e  m ix ed  B e rb e r  a n d  A rab  s to c k  who l i v e d  i n  th e  

same a r e a .  T h e 'M o o rs  w ere  sp o k e n  o f  a s  b la c k  up  t o  t h e  

s e v e n te e n th  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e  w ord  w as o f t e n  u s e d  a s  a n  

e q u iv a l e n t  o f  n e g r o ,  a  te r m  w h ic h  w as d e r iv e d  fro m  t h e  

N ig e r  R i v e r .  S om etim es t h e  p h r a s e  B la c k -a -M o o r w as u s e d ,  

a s  when P a n d a ru s  s a y s ,  i n  T r o i l u s  a n d  C r e s s i d a . " I  c a r e  

n o t  an  s h e  w ere  a  b la c k - a - m o o r ;  ’ t i s  a l l  one t o  me."^"9?

1924 .  3 .  3 5 -6  1 934 . 4 . 375  1 9 4 4< 3# 265

1 9 ^De o rb e  n o v o . 2 : 3 9 .  196H a k lu y t ,  4 :3 3 .

W i .  1 . go
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An i n s t a n c e  w here  n e g ro  a n d  M oor a r e  synonym ous o c c u r s

i n  The M e rch a n t o f  V e n ic e , w hen L o re n z o  s a y s  t o  L a u n c e lo t ,

KI  s h a l l  a n sw e r t h a t  b e t t e r  t h a n  y o u  c an  th e  g e t t i n g  u p  o f

th e  n e g r o ’s  b e l l y ;  t h e  M oor i s  w i th  c h i l d  by  y o u ." 1 9 ^

H a k lu y t c o n t in u e s :

Toward th e  S o u th  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  i s  t h e  k ingdom  o f  
G u in e a , w i th  S e n e g a , J a l o f o ,  G am bra, an d  many o t h e r  
r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  B la c k  M o o re s , c a l l e d  A ethiopLans o r  
N e g ro s , a l l  w h ic h  a r e  w a te r e d  b y  th e  r i v e r  N egro  
c a l l e d  i n  o ld  t im e s  N ig e r .

H ey lyn  d e s c r i b e s  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  a s  

" o f  a  d u s k is h  c o lo u r ,  com ely  o f  b o d y , s t a t e l y  o f  g a i t ,  

im p la c a b le  i n  h a t r e d ,  c o n s t a n t  i n  a f f e c t i o n ,  l a b o r i o u s  

a n d  t r e a c h e r o u s ." 200  ^  T i t u s  A n d r o n ic u s . t h e  v i l l a i n  

o f  t h e  p ie c e  i s  ’’A aro n  t h e  dam n’d  M o o r ." 20 '*’ He h a s  a  

’’f l e e c e  o f  w o o lly  h a i r " ; 202  h e  i s  " a  c o a l - b l a c k  M oor" ; 203 

h i s  c h i l d  by Tam ora i s  " a  b la c k a m o o r , a s  lo a th so m e  a s  a  

t o a d  /  Am ongst t h e  f a i r e s t  b r e e d e r s  o f  o u r  c l i m e " ; 20^

” a b l a c k  s l a v e " ; 2^5 a n d  "a  t h i c k - l i p p e d  s l a v e . "2 0 6  A aro n  

s p e a k s  o f  h im s e l f  a s  "a  b l a c k  d o g ." 2 0 ?  He i s  " b a r b a r ­

o u s , " 2^  " i r r e l i g i o u s "209  a n d  " m i s b e l i e v i n g . ”2^0  And b e ­

c a u se  A aron  i s  a M oor, t h e r e  i s  "venom ous" m a lic e  i n  h i s  

s w e l l i n g  h e a r t . 21^

1 9 S3 .  5 . 4 3 -4  l 9 9 H a k lu y t ,  4 : 3 7 .

200S u g d en , p .  3 5 1 . 2 0 1 5 . 3 . 201 2022 .  3 . 34

2033 .  2 . 73 20H .  2 . 67 2054 .  2 . 120

2064 .  2 . 17 4  2075 . 1 .  122  20g 5 . 3 .  4

2095 . 3 . 121 21° 5 . 3 . 143 2115 . 3 .  13
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O th e l lo  i s  t h e  nMoor o f  V en ice .V  R o d e r ig o  c a l l s  

h im  " th e  t h i c k - l i p s *';2^2 la g o  sp e a k s  o f  h im  a s  " a  b la c k  

ram «213 a n d  a s  na B a rb a ry  h o r s e . ’,2 1 4  B ra b a n t io  s p e a k s  o f  

h i s  " s o o ty  b o so m ,,,2-*-5 an d  th e  Duke s a y s  t o  B r a b a n t io ,

"Y o u r so n  i n  law  i s  f a r  more f a i r  t h a n  b l a c k . " 2 l 6  

O th e l lo  h im s e l f  s a y s ,  "H ap ly  f o r  I  am b la c k  . . • s h e ’ s  

g o n e " 217 and  i a t e r ,  o f  Desdem ona, "H er name . . .  i s  

now b e g rim e d  a n d  b l a c k  /  As mine own f a c e . " 2- ^

When C le o p a t r a  r e f e r s  t o  h e r s e l f  a s  b e in g  p in c h e d  

b l a c k  by Phoebus* am o ro u s p i n c h e s ,2^  S h a k e sp e a re  i s  u s i n g  

a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  c a l l i n g  a l l  E g y p t ia n s  b la c k  a n d  

n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t o o  s h a r p ly  b e tw een  one c l a s s  o f  A f-. 

r i c a n s  a n d  a n o t h e r .

The w ord  M oor l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  p u n s , a  f a c t  w h ic h  

S h a k e s p e a re  w as n o t  l i k e l y  t o  o v e r lo o k .  I n  The M e rc h a n t 

o f  V e n ic e . L a u n c e lo t  s a y s ,  11 I t  i s  much t h a t  th e  Moor, 

s h o u ld  be more t h a n  r e a s o n . " 22^ I n  T i t u s  A n d r o n ic u s , 

w hen th e  N urse  a s k s ,  11 D id  y o u  se e  A aro n  th e  M oor?"2 2 -*- 

A a ro n  a n s w e rs ,  " W e ll,  more o r  l e s s ,  o r  n e ’e r  a w h i t
ppp

a t  a l l ,  /  H ere A aro n  i s . "  A pun  may be in te n d e d  in  

H am le t when H am let a s k s  h i s  m o th e r , "C ou ld  you  on  t h i s  

f a i r  m o u n ta in  le a v e  t o  f e e d  /  And b a t t e n  on  t h i s  m o o r?"223

2 1 2 1 .  1 .  6 6  2 1 3 i .  1 .  g g  1 #  n o

2 1 5 i .  2 .  7 0  2 1 ^ i .  3 .  2 9 1  2 1 ? 2,  3 .  2 6 3

2 1 g 3 .  3 .  7  219ANT 1 . 5 .  26 2203 . 5 .  42

2 2 1 4 .  2 .  52 2 2 2 4 .  2 .  5 3 - 4  2 2 3 3 .  4 .  6 7 -6
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B e s id e s  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  and  th e  p e o p le  o f  A f r i c a ,  

many a n im a ls  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  l a n d  r e a r  t h e i r  h e ad s  

th e  p l a y s .  Among th o s e  m e n tio n e d  m ost o f t e n  w as th e

monkey w h ic h  m u st h av e  b e e n  one  o f  S h a k e s p e a re ’ s  f a v o r ­

i t e s .  He m ust h a v e  f r e q u e n t l y  s t u d i e d  t h e i r  a n t i c s  in  

t a v e r n s ,  i n  p r i v a t e  hom es, an d  on t h e  s t r e e t s ,  w here  t h e y  

w ere  l e d  b y  " a p e - b e a r e r s . , , 2 2 4  He a l l u d e s  t o  t h e i r  c h a t ­

t e r i n g ,  2 2 5 t h e i r  b u s y n e s s ,22& t h e i r  a n g e r , 2 2 7  t h e i r  l i b i d -  

i n o s i t y , 22^ and  t h e i r  ’’f o r e h e a d s  v i l la in o u s  l o w . " 2 2 9

T r a v e le r s  a l s o  b ro u g h t  b a c k  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  r h i n o ­

c e r o s  w h ich  t u r n s  up  i n  M acbeth  when M acbeth  b i d s  B anquo’ s 

g h o s t  t o  a p p e a r  i n  a n y  o t h e r  fo rm , how ever t e r r i b l e ,  ev en  

a s  ’’th e  a rm ’d r h i n o c e r o s . " 230

As f o r  t h e  o s t r i c h ,  t h e  v o y a g e rs  gave  s u p p o r t  t o

t h e  o ld  s t o r y  t h a t  t h a t  b i r d  e a t s  i r o n .  I n  14^1 W illia m

C ax ton  w r o te ,  "T he h o s t r y c h e  b y  h i s  n a tu r e  e t e t h  w e l l

y r o n ,  and  g r e u e th  h im  n o t . " 2^  Leo A f r ic a n u s  i n  h i s  

D e s c r ip t i o n  o f  A f r i c a , v o u ch ed  f o r  th e  b e l i e f , 2*̂ 2 and

22% t  4 . 3 .  9 3 -4  2 2 5cYM 1 . 6 .  3 9 -4 0

226MND 2 .  1 .  1S1  227MM 2 .  2 .  120

2 2 B 0 t h  3 . 3 . 404  229tMP 4 . 1 . 251 2303 . 4 .  100

23 % i i i i a m  C a x to n , M ir ro u r  o f  t h e  W orld  (London 
& New Y ork : O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1913)» iP art I I ,  1 6 :1 0 2 .

23 2J o a n n e s  Leo A f r i c a n u s ,  The h i s t o r y  an d  d e s ­
c r i p t i o n  o f  A f r i c a  . . . Done i n  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  y e a r  1600 
b y  John  P o ry  (L ondon . H a k lu y t S o c i e t y , ,  1 ^ 9 6 ) . 3 :9 9 5 .
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i n  K ing H enry th e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I . t h e  f u g i t i v e  C ade, s u r ­

p r i s e d  i n  I d e n ’ s  g a rd e n  by  th e  L o rd , a d o p ts  a  t h r e a t e n ­

in g  a t t i t u d e .  " I ’ l l  make th e e  e a t  i r o n  l i k e  a n  o s t r i c h ,  

a n d  sw a llo w  my sw ord l i k e  a  g r e a t  p i n . " 233

O ver th e  y e a r s ,  l e g e n d ,  m y th , an d  t r a d i t i o n  h ad  

com bined  t o  g iv e  A f r i c a  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e in g  th e  s e a t  

o f  m a g ic a l  p r o p e r t i e s  and  w o n d e r-w o rk in g  d r u g s ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  th e  home o f  s e r p e n t s  an d  m o n s te r s .  A c c o rd in g  t o  one 

o ld  c o n v ic t i o n ,  th e  E g y p t ia n s  g u a rd e d  th e  k ey  t o  th e  

T ru e  E l i x i r  t i l l  D i o c l e t i a n  b u rn e d  t h e i r  p r e c io u s  r e ­

c o r d s .  234  S h a k e sp e a re  h a s  C erim on i n  P e r i c l e s  s a y  h o p e ­

f u l l y  o v e r  th e  s u p p o s e d ly -d e a d  T h a is a ,  who h a s  j u s t  b e en  

w ashed  a s h o re  i n  h e r  c o f f i n :

I  h e a r d
Of an  E g y p tia n  t h a t  h a d  n in e  h o u r s  

l i e n  d e a d ,
Who was b y  good a p p l i a n c e s  r e c o v e r e d .  "

S h a k e sp e a re  may h a v e  known th e  le g e n d  o f  D io ­

d o ru s  w ho, i n  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  E g y p t, r e c o r d e d  t h a t  I s i s  

" fo u n d  o u t  many m e d ic in e s  t h a t  w o u ld  r a i s e  t h e  d e ad  t o  

l i f e ,  w i th  w h ich  sh e  . . . r a i s e d  h e r  so n  O ru s , t h a t  

w as k i l l e d  by th e  T i t a n s . " 23 6 j n  same v e in  O th e l lo  

c h a rg e s  h i s  f r i g h t e n e d  w i f e :

^ ^ 4 .  1 0 . 2 4 -6  2-^ C a w le y , p # j .2.

2 3 53 . 2 . £4 -6

23 6 s ic u lu s  D io d o ru s ,  The B i b l i o t h e c a  H i s t o r i c a . 
t r .  Jo h n  S k e l to n  (L ondon , E a r l y  E n g l i s h  T e x t S o c i e ty  by 
O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 6 ) , 4. :3 1 .
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T h a t h a n d k e r c h ie f
D id a n  E g y p tia n  t o  my m o th e r g iv e ;
She w as a  c h a rm e r , and  c o u ld  a lm o s t  r e a d
The th o u g h ts  o f  people237
" M y s te r io u s  E g y p t, w onder b r e e d e r ,» 23^ " A f r i c a ,  

M o th e r o f  M o n s te r s " 23 9 — th e s e  a p p e l l a t i o n s  p ro b a b ly  a r o s e  

fro m  th e  s t r a n g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  o n e -e y e d , h e a d l e s s ,  o r  

s i n g l e - f o o t e d  men w hose p o r t r a i t s  f r e q u e n t l y  e m b e l l i s h e d  

t h e  m e d ie v a l  m aps. E rasm u s2^® gave f o r t h  a n  e x p la n a t i o n ,  

w h ic h  B acon l a t e r  c o n t i n u e d ,241 i n  w h ich  th e  s t r a n g e  c r e a ­

t u r e s  o f  A f r i c a  w ere  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  s c a r c i t y  o f  w a te r ,  

a  c o n d i t i o n  w h ic h  b ro u g h t  a l l  k in d s  o f  a n im a ls  t o g e t h e r  

t o  t h e  few  w a te r in g  s p o t s  t h a t  d id  e x i s t .  The a n im a l s ,  

i n v i g o r a t e d  b y  t h e i r  d r i n k ,  c o u p le d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  a n d , 

a s  a  r e s u l t ,  d i s t o r t e d  c r e a t u r e s  w ere  b o r n .242 Ex A f r i c a  

sem p er a l i q u i d  n o v i . The a u th o r s  o f  th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  

made l i t t l e  a t t e m p t ,  i f  a n y , t o  c o n t r a d i c t  th e  le g e n d s  o f  

o l d .  "W ith  r e a s o n  i s  A f r i c a  c a l l e d  th e  M o th er o f  Mon­

s t e r s "  s a y s  P u r c h a s .2^  I n  The I n t e r l u d e  o f  th e  F o u r

2373 .  4 .  55 -8

23^S am uel D a n ie l ,  "The T ra g e d ie  o f  C le o p a tr a "  i n  
The W orks o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  P o e ts  (London: Jo h n s o n , 1 3 1 0 ) ,
3 :5 7 7 .

239viscoun t de Dantarem, E ssa i sur l ' h i s t o i r e  
de la" cosmographie e t  de la  cartographie pendant l e  moyen 
age (P a r is . 1 8 4 9 -5 2 ) .  1 :1 4 4 .

2^ °C a w le y , p .  1 2 .

24 l F r a n c i s  B acon , The W orks o f  F r a n c i s  B acon 
(L ondon, 1 9 4 6 ) , 2 :4 9 2 .

2^2Cawley, p . 63. 2^ P u rc h a s ,  7 :3 6 3 .
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E le m e n ts . E x p e r ie n c e  h a s  " s e e n  s t r a n g e  t h i n g s  many o n e . 

i n  Africa.”244 H a k lu y t ,  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  Jo h n  L o ck ’ s  voy­

a g e  o f  1 5 4 4 ,  s a i d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  A f r i c a  h ad  ” d i v e r s  

k in d s  o f  w ild e  an d  m o n s tro u s  b e a s t e s  an d  serpents”2 4 5  

an d  t h a t  ”many t h i n g s  m ore m ig h t be  s a i d  o f  . . . t h e  

w o n d e rs  and m o n s tro u s  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  e n g e n d e re d  i n  

A f r i c k e . ” 2 4 6  jje a i s o  w ro te  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e r p e n t s ' i n  

A f r i c a  t h a t  d r in k  t h e  b lo o d  o f  e l e p h a n t s . ^47 W ith  su c h  

r e p o r t s  i t  i s  no w onder t h a t  A f r i c a  becam e known a s  " v e n ­

omous A f r i c a . ” The b e l l i g e r e n t  V o ls c ia n  s a y s  t o  C o r io -  

l a n u s ,  "N ot A f r i c  owns a  s e r p e n t  I  a b h o r  /  More th a n  th y  

fam e an d  e n v y ." 2^  I n  C y m b e lin e . P e s a n io ,  s y m p a th iz in g  

w i th  th e  d i s t r a u g h t  Im ogen , who h a s  j u s t  r e a d  h e r  h u s ­

b a n d ’s  b a se  an d  b a s e l e s s  c h a r g e ,  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  s l a n d e r  

"ou tvenom s a l l  t h e  worms o f  N i l e . ” 2**’9 A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  

t r a v e l e r s ,  t h e  N i le  w as t h e  p la c e  w here  m o n s te rs  and  

s e r p e n t s  w ere  c r e a t e d  i n  g r e a t  n u m b ers .

A v e r y  re m a rk a b le  f e a t u r e  a b o u t  t h e  N i le  i s  

t h e  a n n u a l  r i s i n g  o f  i t s  w a t e r s ,  b y  w h ich  E gyp t i s  f e r ­

t i l i z e d .  The r i s e  b e g in s  i n  C a iro  a b o u t  th e  end  o f  

J u n e ,  a t t a i n s  i t s  maximum a b o u t  t h e  end  o f  S e p te m b e r , and  

th e n  g r a d u a l ly  s u b s id e s  u n t i l  i t  r e a c h e s  i t s  minimum

2^ R a s t e l l ,  p .  1 4 0 .  24 5 n a k lu y t ,  4 :5 6 .

24 6 j b i d . ,  4 : 6 4 .  2/f7I b i d ,  4 : 5 6 .  2^ i .  g .  3 -4

2 4 9 3 .  4 .  3 7
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l e v e l  a b o u t  t h e  en d  o f  M arch , l e a v in g  th e  l a n d  c o v e re d  

w i t h  a  f e r t i l e  mud o r  s l i m e . 2 '*® i n  Jo h n  L y ly ’ s  C am paspe. 

t h e  P ro lo g u e  i n c l u d e s :  " I t  w as a  s ig n e  o f  fa m in e  i n  E g y p t, 

when N y lu s  f lo w e d  l e s s e  t h a n  tw e lv e  c u b i t e s ,  o r  m ore th a n  

e i g h t e e n e . "  I n  A n tony  an d  C l e o p a t r a , A n tony  s a y s  t o  

C a e s a r :

T hus do t h e y ,  s i r :  t h e y  t a k e  th e  f lo w  o ’ t h e  N i le  
Bjr c e r t a i n  s c a l e s  i ’ t h e  p y ra m id ; t h e y  know,
By th e  h e i g h t ,  t h e  lo w n e s s ,  o r  th e  m ean , i f  d e a r t h  
O r f o i s o n  f o l lo w .  The h i g h e r  N i lu s  s w e l l ? ,
The more i t  p ro m is e s :  a s  i t  e b b s ,  t h e  se ed sm an
Upon t h e  s l im e  a n d  ooze  s c a t t e r s  h i s  g r a i n ,  v
And s h o r t l y  comes t o  h a r v e s t . 251

The A rd en  E d i t i o n  s a y s ,  "M alone t h i n k s  S h a k e s p e a re  g o t

h i s  in f o r m a t io n  fro m  P o ry ’ s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  L e o Ts  H i s to r y

o f  A f r i c a  (1600V’ An e x c e r p t  f o l lo w s :

Upon a n o th e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  s t a n d e t h  a n  h o u se  
a lo n e  by  i t s e l f e  i n  th e  m id s t  w h e re o f  t h e r e  i s  a 
f o u r - s q u a r e  c e s t e r n e  o r  c h a n n e l  o f  e i g h t e e n  c u b i t s  
d e e p , w h e r e in to  t h e  w a te r  o f  N i lu s  i s  c o n v e y e d  by  
a  c e r t a i n e  s l u i c e  u n d e r  g ro u n d . And i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  
t h e  c i s t e m e  t h e r e  i s  e r e c t e d  a  c e r t a i n e  p i l l e r . 
w h ic h  i s  m arked  a n d  d iv id e d  i n t o  so  many c u b i t s  
a s  t h e  c i s t e r n e  c o n ta in e t h  i n  ‘d e p th  . . .  i f  t h e  
w a t e r  r e a c h 'e th  o n ly  t o  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c u b i t  o f  t h e  
s a i d  p i l l e r , t h e y  hope f o r  a f r u i t f u l  y e e r e  f o l lo w ­
i n g ;  b u t  i f  i t  s t a y e t h  b e tw ee n  t h e  t e n t h  an d  t w e l f t h  
c u b i t s ,  t h e n  i t  i s  a  s i e n ^ t h a t  c o m e  w i l l  be  s o ld e  
t e n  d u c a te s  t h e  b u s h e l . 2 ? 2

T i t u s  A n d ro n ic u s  s a y s ,  "My g r i e f  w as a t  t h e  h e ig h t  

b e f o r e  th o u  e a rn e s t, /  B ut now, l i k e  N i l u s ,  i t  d i s d a i n e t h  

b o u n d s . ,,2 53 j n  A n tony  an d  C l e o p a t r a , when I r a s  s a y s  o f  

h e r  own h a n d , " T h e r e ’ s  a  p a lm  p r e s a g e s  c h a s t i t y , "  C harm ian

25 °S u g d en , p .  3 6 7 . 2512. 7. 17-23.

2^ 2A rden  E d i t i o n  ANT, p .  90. 2 ^ 3 .  1. 70-2
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r e p l i e s  s a r c a s t i c a l l y ,  ' 'E ’e n  a s  th e  o ’ e r f  lo w in g  N i lu s  p r e -  

s a g e th  f a m i n e ."2 5 4

I t  w as g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  s l im e  l e f t  

by t h e  in u n d a t io n  p ro d u c e d  s e r p e n t s ,  r a t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  v e r ­

m in s p o n ta n e o u s ly .  C le o p a tr a  c r i e s :  "M e lt E g y p t i n t o

N i le !  a n d  k in d ly  c r e a t u r e s  /  T u rn  a l l  t o  s e r p e n t s ! "255 

A l i t t l e  l a t e r  on  sh e  s h r i e k s  a t  t h e  m e s se n g e r  who h a s  

b ro u g h t  h e r  t h e  b a d  nev/s o f  A n to n y ’ s  m a r r ia g e  t o  O c ta v ia :  

"So h a l f  my E g y p t x^ere su bm erged  a n d  made /  A c i s t e r n  f o r  

s c a l e d  s n a k e s ! "256  j n  ^ h e  f i n a i  s c e n e  th e  g u a rd  s a y s ,  

"T h ese  f i g  l e a v e s  /  Have s l im e  upon  th em , s u c h  a s  th e  

a s p i c  l e a v e s  /  Upon t h e  c a v e s  o f  N i l e . "2 5 7

A n o th e r  b e l i e f  w as t h a t  i t  w as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  

c o n ju n c t io n  o f  t h e  h e a t  o f  th e  su n  a n d  th e  N i l e ’ s  mud 

t h a t  spaw ned m o n s t e r s .2 - ^  Jo h n  Donne w r o te ,  "The su n s  

h o t  M a s c u lin e  f la m e  /  b e g e t s  s t r a n g e  c r e a t u r e s  on  N i le s  

d u r ty  s l i m e . "2 5 9  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  we f i n d  A n tony  sw e a r­

in g ,  "By th e  f i r e ,  / T h a t  q u ic k e n s  N i l u s ’ s l im e ,  I  go 

fro m  h e n c e  /  Thy s o l d i e r ,  s e r v a n t . "2 6 0  L a t e r  L e p id u s  

s a y s ,  "Y our s e r p e n t  o f  E g y p t i s  b r e d  now o f  y o u r  mud by 

th e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  y o u r  s u n :  so  i s  y o u r  c r o c o d i l e ."261

2541 _ 2 . 4 7 -3  2552 . 5 .  7 3 -9  2562 . 5 . 94 -5

^ ^ 5 .  2 . 356  2 ^ C a w le y ,  p .  4 9 .

2 ^ J o h n  D onne, The Poems o f  Jo h n  Donne (O x fo rd :
C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 2 ) ,  1 V3 I 7 .

26o l .  3 . 6 9 -7 0  26 l 2 . 7 . 30
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I n  H a k lu y t we f i n d :

S o u th w a rd  a l s o  th e y  r e a c h  th e  r i v e r  N i g r i t i s ,  w hose 
n a t u r e  a g r e e t h  w ith  t h e  r i v e r  o f  N i l u s ,  fo ra s m u c h  a s  
i t  i n c r e a s e d  an d  d im in is h e d  a t  th e  same t im e ,  and ,, 
b r i n g e t h  f o r t h  th e  l i k e  b e a s t s  a s  th e  C r o c o d i l e .

I t  w as q u i t e  c u s to m a ry  a t  t h i s  t im e  t o  c l a s s i f y  th e  c r o c o ­

d i l e  a s  a s e r p e n t .  T o p s e l l ’ s  H is to r y  o f  S e r p e n t s , a c c e p ­

t e d  t h e n  a s  a u t h e n t i c  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  c l a s s i f i e d  t h i s  

a n im a l  i n  t h i s  w ay . When H am let d e f i a n t l y  c h a l l e n g e s  

L a e r te s  a t  O p h e l ia Ts  g ra v e  t o  ,Te a t  a  c r o c o d i l e , "263  h e  

i s  f o l lo w in g  D io d o ru s  i n  s a y in g  " t h e i r  f l e s h  i s  n o t  e a t ­

a b le  ," 2 6 4  t h a t  i t i s  p e c u l i a r l y  r e p u l s i v e .  A n o te  i n  t h e  

A rden E d i t i o n  o f  H am let m akes th e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h i s  i te m  a s  

a  r e v o l t i n g  t h i n g  w h ic h  H am let s u g g e s ts  t o  be  e a t e n  w as 

p ro b a b ly  e v e n  more r e v o l t i n g  t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  

day s i n c e  th e y  th o u g h t  o f  th e  c r o c o d i l e  a s  b e lo n g in g  t o  

th e  s e r p e n t  f a m i ly .

The E l i z a b e th a n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c o u ld  n o t  r e s i s t  

p u t t i n g  o d d i t i e s  on  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  so o n  s t u f f e d  c r o c o ­

d i l e s  c o u ld  be s e e n  i n  a p o th e c a r y  s h o p s . 265 T hus Romeo, 

i n  a  f a t a l  m oment, r e c a l l s  one p a r t i c u l a r  sh o p  w h e re  h e  

had  g a z e d  u p o n  th e  l e n g th  o f  one o f  t h e s e  u g ly  m p n s te r s :

An a l l i g a t o r  s t u f f ’ d a n d  o t h e r  s k i n s  
O f i l l - s h a p e d  f i s h e s 2 6 o

A l l i g a t o r s  an d  c r o c o d i l e s ,  w h ich  w ere  n o t  d i f ­

f e r e n t i a t e d  one fro m  th e  o t h e r ,  r e c e i v e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f

2 6 2 H a k lu y t, 4 :5 # .  ^ 5 . I .  293 2^ D i o d o r u s , l : 4 0 .

265Cawley, p . 57. 2665 . 1 . 43-4
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a t t e n t i o n .  A f a b l e  m ost o f t e n  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c r o c o d i l e

■was t h a t  o f  i t s  w e e p in g .

I f  t h e  C ro c o d i le  f i n d e t h  a  man by  t h e  b r im  o f  t h e  
w a t e r ,  o r  by  t h e  c l i f f ,  he s l a y e t h  h im  i f  he may, 
a n d  t h e n  he  w e e p e th ^ u p o n  h im , an d  s w a llo w e th  h im  
a t  t h e  l a s t  . . . 267

K ing  H enry  s a y s ,  " a s  t h e  m o u rn fu l  c r o c o d i l e  /  W ith  s o r ­

row s n a r e s  r e l e n t i n g  p a s s e n g e r s . "263

C o n tra ry  t o  common b e l i e f ,  th e  a n c i e n t s  knew 

n o th in g  o f  t h e  c r o c o d i l e ’ s  w e e p in g . One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

r e f e r e n c e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  De P r o p r i e t a t i b u s  Re r im  ( c a .  1250  ).2^  

E rasm us in c lu d e d  t h e  m yth i n  h i s  A d a g ia 27^  an d  M a n d e v il le  

w r o te ,  "T h ese  s e r p e n t s  [ i . e »  t h e  ’ c o c k o d r i l l s J  s l a y  men, 

an d  t h e y  e a t  th em  w e e p in g ."  The p h ra s e  i s  e x p la in e d  i n  

A B r i e f  c o l l e c t i o n  o u t  o f  S e b a s t i a n  M U nster (1 5 7 4 ) :  "The 

t e a r e s  o f  a  C r o c o d i l e : T h a t  i s  when one d o th  w eepe w i th  

e y e s  w i th o u te  c o m p a ss io n , a n d  n o t  w i th  h i s  h a r t  and  

m in d e ." 2 7 1

I n  l i t e r a t u r e  women s u f f e r e d  by b e in g  com­

p a re d  t o  t h e  w e e p in g  c r o c o d i l e .  The t r a v e l e r  Jo h n  S p a rk e  

a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  a n a lo g y  b e tw e e n  women a n d  c r o c o d i l e s  h a v in g  

grown i n t o  p r o v e r b :

267The A rden  E d i t i o n :  A ntony  an d  C le o p a tr a  q u o te s  
fro m  B arth o lo m ew , p .  33•

26S2H6 3 .  1 .  2 2 6 -7  269C aw ley , p .  5 3 .

270|rhom as N a sh e , The W orks o f  Thomas N ashe (Ox­
f o r d :  B . B la c k w e ll ,  1 9 5 3 ) , ' 4 :1 1 2 .

271N ash e , p .  1 1 2 .
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H is  n a tu r e  i s  e v e r  when h e e  w o u ld  h av e  h i s  p r e y ,  t o  
c ry  a n d  so b b e  l i k e  a  C h r i s t i a n  b o d y , t o  p ro v o k e  th em  
t o  come t o  h im , a n d  th e n  h e e  s n a t c h e t h  a t  th e m , an d  
th e r e u p o n  came t h i s  p ro v e rb e  t h a t  i s  a p p l i e d  ■unto 
women when th e y  w eep e , L achrym ae C r o c o d i l i ,  t h e  
m ean in g  t h e r e o f  i s ,  t h a t  a s  th e  C ro c o d i le  when h e e  
c r i e t h ,  g o e th  th e n  a b o u t  m ost t o  d e c e iv e *  so  d o e th  
a  woman m ost commonly when she  w e e p e th .272

O t h e l l o ,  i n  h i s  p a i n f u l  o u t b u r s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  w e e p in g  

Desdemona s a y s ,  MiEf t h a t  th e  e a r t h  c o u ld  te e m  w i th  woman’ s  

t e a r s ,  /  E ach d ro p  sh e  f a l l s  w ould  p ro v e  a  c r o c o d i l e . " 273 

A n o th e r  c r e a t u r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  E g y p t a n d  th e  

N i le  w as t h e  a s p ,  C le o p a tr a  r e f e r s  t o  th e  a s p  a s #'th e  

p r e t t y  worm o f  N i lu s  t h a t  k i l l s  and  p a i n s  n o t ” 27^  The 

p a i n l e s s  n a tu r e  o f  d e a th  by th e  a s p  w as a  d e t a i l  t a k e n  

fro m  P l u t a r c h , 275 a  d e t a i l  th e  v o y a g e r s  d id  n o th in g  t o  

m o d ify . P i s a n i o ’ s  w o rd s , m e n tio n e d  a b o v e ,  "O utvenom s 

a l l  t h e  worms o f  th e  N i l e , " 27^ may be  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

a s p .

F l i e s  an d  g n a ts  w ere  a l s o  c o n s id e r e d  c r e a t u r e s  

o f  t h e  N i l e .  C le o p a tr a  p r a y s ,  i f  sh e  be f a l s e ,  t h a t  

sh e  and  a l l  h e r  E g y p tia n s  may !,L ie  g r a v e l e s s ,  t i l l  th e  

f l i e s  an d  g n a t s  o f  N ile  /  Have b u r i e d  th em  f o r  p r e y , " 277 

I n  t h e  l a s t  a c t  sh e  s a y s ,  " R a th e r  on N i l u s ’ mud /  Lay me 

s t a r k - n a k e d  an d  l e t :  th e  w a t e r - f l i e s  /  Blow me i n t o  a b ­

h o r r i n g .  "2 7 #

2 72H a k lu y t,  7 :2 2 .  1 .  2 50 -1

27^5* 2 .  242-3 27^L iv e s . 4 :1 2 9  

2 76CYM 3 . 4 . 3 6 -7  2773 . i 3# 166 . 7

27*5. 2 . 5S-60
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C aw ley  d i s c u s s e s  how p o e t s  o f  th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n ­

t u r y  lo o k e d  t o  th e  c h r o n i c l e r s  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  r e f l e c t e d  

t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  f a s h i o n  s u i t a b l e  t o  t h e i r  own n e e d s ,  

w h ic h  i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t i t  seem s S h a k e sp e a re  d id  many t im e s .

In  a l l  t h i s ,  E g y p t o c c u p ie d  a v e r y  s p e c i a l  p l a c e .
The a n c i e n t s  h a d  w r i t t e n  e x t e n s i v e l y  a b o u t  i t ;  
a n d  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t io n ,  com b in irtg  w i th  t h e  B i b l e ’ s ,  
h a d  e n d u re d .. D io d o ru s  a n d  P l in y  h a d  d e v o te d  p a g e s  
t o  N i l e ;  L eo a n d  S andys w ere  so  d is p o s e d  a s  t o  i n ­
c o r p o r a t e  g e n e ro u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l .  W ith  
t h e s e  s e c t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r, t h e y  in c lu d e d  p l e n t y  o f  
new a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c o v e r i e s .  And p o e t s ,  f o l ­
lo w in g  i n  t h e i r  t u r n ,  w ere  g r a t e f u l  b o th  f o r  w hat 
w as new a n d  f o r  th e  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  t h e  o ld ;  th e y  
fo u n d  b o t h  k in d s  m ost u s e f u l .  The e le p h a n t  l i v e d  
f o r  th em  b o th  a s  a l e g e n d a r y  a n im a l  a n d  a s  a c r e ­
a t u r e  o f  f l e s h - a n d - b l o o d .  I t  d i d  n o t  e v en  m a t t e r  
t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e i r  own e y e s ,  th e y  h a d  b e h e ld  h im  bend  
h i s  k n e e ;  th e y  w e re , t o  p u t  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  i n  t h a t  
f o r t u n a t e  p o s i t i o n  w h e re  r e f u t a t i o n  w as e q u a l ly  v a l ­
u a b le  w i t h  c o n f i r m a t i o n .  O nly  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  
i n c l i n e d  w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  made a n y  g r e a t  a t ­
te m p t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  s h a r p l y .

The p o e t s  c o n t in u e d  t o  b o rro w  fro m  th e  c h r o n ic ­

l e r s ,  a n d  t h e  v o y a g e r s  c o n t in u e d  t o  s u p p ly  d e t a i l s  an d  de 

s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a c e s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  t o  f o r  t h e  c h ro n ­

i c l e r s  t o  r e c o r d .  B e s id e s  d e s c r i b i n g  new la n d s  a n d  new 

p e o p le ,  t h e  a n im a ls  a n d  v e g e t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s ,  th e  

m ost im p o r t a n t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  v o y a g in g  an d  c h r o n i c l i n g  

w as th e  v a s t  am oun t o f  in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  w as l e a r n e d  

a b o u t  n a v i g a t i o n .  A l l  t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  f e d  th e  d ream s 

o f  E n g lish m e n  w i th  t h e  w ondrous p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  l a y  

bey o n d  t h e  s e a s .



PART III

THE UBIQUITOUS SEA AND SHAKESPEARE
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CHAPTER III

DISTANCE, DANGER, DISPERSION, AND DELIVERANCE

The v o y a g e s  t o  f a r a w a y  p l a c e s  made t h e  s e a  one o f  

t h e  m ost t a l k e d  a b o u t  s u b j e c t s  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  d a y .  What 

t o o k  p l a c e  on t h e s e  v o y a g e s  o h a n g ed  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  en ­

t i r e  w o r ld  and  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h o s e  men who c h r o n i c l e d

t h e s e  v o y a g e s  c a n n o t  be  o v e r s t a t e d .  The s e a - h i s t o r i e s  o f  

M a r ty r ,  H a k l u y t ,  E d e n ,  and t h e  o t h e r  c h r o n i c l e r s  o f  th e

s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a r e  a s  i m p o r t a n t ,  a s  w orks o f  d i s c o v e r y  

In  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  Colum bus, V e s p u c c i ,  

and  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  h i s t o r y .  They c r e ­

a t e d  a p e rm a n e n t  r e c o r d  o f  t  he  h e r o i c  a c t i o n s  o f  th e  ad ­

v e n t u r e r s .

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  L i e f  E r i c s o n  e x p l o r e d  L a b ra d o r

from  I c e l a n d  a b o u t  A .D . 1 0 0 1 . B u t  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  an y

w r i t t e n  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  voyage  g i v e s  i t  a

s t a t u s  a lm o s t  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  m y th o lo g y .  M a r t y r ,  E den ,

H a k l u y t ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  c h r o n i c l e r s  r e s c u e d  t h e  v o y a g es  o f

t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  fro m  a l i k e  f a t e .  We can  h a r d l y ,

t h e r e f o r e ,  o v e r e s t i m a t e  th e  v a lu e  o f  t h e s e  s e a - h i s t o r i e s .

The records o f  these sea  voyages were probably

a v a i l a b l e  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e  and t h e  e v id e n c e  g iv e  h e re

seems to  in d ic a te  th a t  he made use o f  t h is  m a te r ia l, s in ce

t h e r e  a r e  num erous e c h o e s  o f  i t  I n  t h e  w ords o f  th e  p l a y s .
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F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  H a k lu y t  i n c l u d e d  i n  h i s  \tforks a poem  t h a t

h a d  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  1436 , " L i b e l  o f  E n g l i s h  p o l i c i e , ”

w h ic h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w in g :

K ep t t h a n  t h e  s e a  a b o u t  i n  s p e c i a l l ,
W hich o f  E n g la n d  i s  th e  towne i v a l l .
As th o u g h  E n g la n d  w ere  l i k e n e d  t o  a  c i t i e ,
And t h e  w a l l  e n v i r o n  w ere  t h e  s e a .
Kepe t h e n  t h e  s e a  t h a t  i s  t h e  w a l l  o f  E n g la n d :
And t h a n  i s  E n g la n d  k e p t  by Goddes han deT 1

The p a s s a g e  i s  e c h o e d  i n  K ing  R ic h a r d  t h e  S e c o n d :

E n g la n d  d e r i v e s  p r o t e c t i o n  f ro m  t h e  s e a .  She i s  
T h i s  p r e c i o u s  s to n e  s e t  i n  t h e  s i l v e r  s e a ,
W hich s e r v e s  i t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a w a l l .

F o s t e r  W atson  w r o t e :

Here i s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  c o n t a c t  b e tw e e n  S h a k e s p e a r e  
a n d  H a k lu y t .  B oth  a r e  i n  lo v e  w i t h  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  
a n d  J i l l  t h a t  s y m b o l i s e s  E n g l i s h  n a t i o n a l i t y . . . .
He (H akluytJ d e v o te d  t h e  a b s o r b e d  p a s s i o n  o f  h i s  
l i f e  t o  t h e  d e e d s  o f  E n g l i s h  seam en a b r o a d — upon  t h e  
s e a s  a n d  beyo nd  t h e  s e a s  . . . .  T h is  vias H a k l u y t ’ s  
g r e a t  w ork— t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e s e  m a r i t im e  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  
an d  t o  f i x  them  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  m in d . T hese  r e c o r d s  
b i t  i n t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  an d  s y m p a th ie s  o f  t h e  mas­
t e r  m inds o f  t h e  a g e s  c o n te m p o ra ry  w i t h  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  
H a k lu y t .  They became p a r t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a r y  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s

W atso n  c o n c l u d e s ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  H a k lu y t :

No man o f  h i s  age  saw more c l e a r l y  . . . t h e  s i g ­
n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  n a t i o n a l  s e a - d e v e l o p -  
m en ts  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  E n g la n d  . . . h i s  s p o n t a n e ­
i t y  a s  a  l o v e r  o f  n o b le  s e a - ro m a n c e  e l s e w h e r e  a s  w e l l  
a s  i n  c o n n e x io n  w i t h  h i s  own b e lo v e d  c o u n t r y  a t t a c h e s

•'•H akluyt, 1 :2 0 1 .

22 . 1 . 46-7

^ F o s t e r  W atson , R ic h a r d  H a k lu y t  (L ondon : Mac 
m i l l a n  C o . ,  1 9 2 4 ) ,  p .  3 0 .
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t o  h im  t h e .  t o u c h  o f  n a t u r e  t h a t  makes t h e  whole 
w o r ld  kln.H-

A lth o u g h  t h e  above  r e f e r s  t o  H a k l u y t ,  i t  c o u ld  a l s o  h a v e  

been  s a i d  a b o u t  S h a k e s p e a r e .

I t  i s  my I n t e n t i o n  t o  show how th e  p l a y s  o f  

S h a k e s p e a r e  a r e  w ashed w i t h  t h e  s e a ,  how t h e y  r e f l e c t  

th e  d a n g e r s  and  th e  t r a g e d i e s  so  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c te d  

w i t h  s e a  v o y a g e s ,  and  t h a t  s e a - s c e n e s  and  s e a - s i m i l e s  

a r e  e v e r y w h e re .

To an i s l a n d  c o u n t r y  l i k e  E n g la n d ,  t h e r e  i s  

l i t t l e  d o u b t  o f  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  s u r r o u n d i n g  o c e a n s .  

S in c e  a l l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  had  t o  be c o n ­

d u c te d  b y  m eans o f  s h i p s ,  by  n e c e s s i t y  E n g la n d  was a  na4s- 

t i o n  c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  s e a .  H ow ever, t h e  im p a c t  t h a t  th e  

v o y a g es  o f  d i s c o v e r y  e v e n t u a l l y  h a d  on E n g la n d  and h e r  

l i t e r a t u r e  m ust be r e c o g n i z e d .  From b e i n g  s i t u a t e d  i n  th e  

" u p p e rm o s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a r t h , "  when th e  M e d i te r r a n e a n  was 

t h e  c h i e f  av en u e  o f  m a r i t im e  com m erce, a s  Ward s a y s ,  sh e  

now fo u n d  h e r s e l f  s t a t i o n e d  i n  th e  c u r r e n t  o f  movement b e ­

tw een E urope  and  t h e  New W orld— i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  n e w ly -  

c h a r t e d  m aps. U n le s s  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  

change upon t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  i s  r e c o g n i z e d ,  t h e  e f ­

f e c t  o f  t h e  s e a - f a r i n g  e x p l o i t s  on E l i z a b e t h a n  l i t e r a t u r e  

i n  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  on S h a k e s p e a r e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  c a n n o t  be  

f u l l y  u n d e r s t o o d . ^

^ I b i d . ,  p .  9 9 .
^Bernard Mordaunt Ward, Seventeenth  Earl o f Oxford. 

1550-I60i4. from contemporary documents (London: J . Murray.
1 9 2 8 ) ,  p .  2 3 6 . 7 ~
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Anne T e n e e r  w r o t e :

I t  | l l i c h a r d  T o t t e l ’ s  "S o n g e s  a n d  S o n n e t t e s £ |  i s  i n ­
t e r e s t i n g  . . .  a s  sh o w in g  how f a r  p o e t r y  w as r e ­
moved f ro m  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t s  o f  v o y a g in g  a n d  e x p l o r a ­
t i o n .  S i r  Hugh W il lo u g h b y  was f r o z e n  t o  d e a t h  i n  
1 5 53 ; E n g l ish m e n  w ere  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a k e  a more a n d  
more a c t i v e  s h a r e  i n  s e a  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  b u t  con tem ­
p o r a r y  p o e t r y  i s  o c c u p ie d  n o t  w i t h  new f e a t s  i n  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  w o r ld  b u t  w i th  e x p e r im e n t s  i n  w o rd s ,  
m e t r e s ,  im a g es  a n d  c o n c e i t s .*3

I n  t h e  w o rk s  o f  o t h e r  a u t h o r s  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  t i m e — Kyd, 

M arlo w e, D r a y to n ,  D a n i e l ,  Donne a n d  Drummond— p a s s a g e s  

w i t h  im a g e ry  d raw n  f ro m  t h e  s e a  i n c r e a s e d  so m ew h a t.  B u t 

i t  i s  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e  t h a t  t h e  f u l l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  s e a  

i s  f e l t .

I t  i s  f i r s t  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e  t h a t  we f i n d  a f u l l e r  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  d e e p e r  p o e t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
and  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s e a  a n d  t h e  s e a  a p p e a r i n g  
n o t  m e r e ly  a s  a n  o b j e c t  t o  be d e s c r i b e d  a n d  c a p a b le  
o f  a r o u s i n g  t h i s  o r  t h a t  f e e l i n g  b u t  more a n d  more 
e x p l i c i t l y  a s  a sym bol a n d  a s o u r c e  o f  im a g e ry  t o  
i n t e r p r e t  d e e p e r  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h is  d o u b t l e s s  a r i s e s  
f ro m  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p r o f o u n d e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  n a t u r e  
i n  g e n e r a l . <

I t  i s  n o t  mere c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  i n  t h e  p l a y s  o f  

S h a k e s p e a r e  t h e r e  a r e  335 r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  s e a ,  56 t o  

t e m p e s t s ,  S I  t o  s e a - s t o r m s ,  92  t o  s a i l s  a n d  s a i l o r s ,  123

t o  s h i p s ,  122  t o  d ro w n in g , 22  t o  b o a t s ,  a n d  17  t o  p i r a t e s .  
S h a k e s p e a re  l i v e d  i n  a  t im e  when s h i p s  an d  s e a s  a n d  v o y ­

a g e s  an d  p i r a t e s  w ere  on e v e r y  o n e ’ s  m ind— a t im e  when

Anne T e n e e r ,  The Sea  i n  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  f ro m  
B eow ulf  t o  Donne ( L i v e r p o o l :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  London: 
H odder a n d  S to u g h to n ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  p .  17°*

7 Jo h n  B o u rk e ,  The S ea  a s  a  Symbol i n  E n g l i s h  
P o e t r y  ( E to n :  A ld e n  & B l a c k w e l l ,  1 9 5 4 J , p .  4*

% I a r v in  S pev ak , A C om plete  a n d  S y s t e m a t i c  Con-  
nwriflnnfi b.n t.hfi W orks o f  S h a k e s p e a re .  \ H i l d e s h e i m : t ie o rg  
01ms, 196 'g ) , P P . 2 2 5 -9 ,  by c o u n t .
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men l i k e  C h a n c e l l o r ,  Wyndham, F r o b i s h e r ,  and  D rake t h o u g h t  

i t  was n o b l e r  ” t o  s u f f e r  /  The s l i n g s  a n d  a r r o w s  o f ” t h e  

d a n g e r s  o f  f o u l  w e a t h e r ,  P o r t u g u e s e  w a r  s h i p s  a n d  h o s t i l e  

n a t i v e s  and  ” t o  t a k e  a rm s a g a i n s t  a  s e a  o f  t r o u b l e s ,  /  And 

by o p p o s in g  e n d  th e m ." 9  I t  i s  a s  i f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  s t r o n g  

lo v e  f o r  E n g la n d  and a l l  t h a t  was E n g la n d ’ s  c o m p e l le d  

h im  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  h a p p e n in g s  o f  h i s  day  i n  h i s  p l a y s .

We s h o u l d  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  f o r m e r  n o t i o n s  an d  b e ­

l i e f s  c o n c e r n i n g  c o sm o g rap h y , h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  s o -  

c i e t y  w ere  made r i d i c u l o u s  b y  t h e  new d i s c o v e r i e s .  The 

w o r ld  h a d  b een  e n l a r g e d  a n d  e x p a n d e d  by  t h e  f a n a t i c a l  

s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r e r s  a n d  p r o v e d  t o  be more 

f a n t a s t i c  t h a n  t h e i r  m ost  f a n t a s t i c  d re a m s .

H a k lu y t  h i m s e l f  w r o t e :

W hich o f  t h e  k i n g s  o f  t h i s  l a n d  b e f o r e  h e r  M a je s ty  
h a d  t h e y r  b a n n e r s  e v e r  s e e n e  i n  t h e  C a s p ia n  s e a ?
Which o f  th em  h a t h  e v e r  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  E m pero r o f  
P e r s i a ,  a s  h e r  M a je s ty  h a t h  d o n e ,  a n d  o b te in ed  f o r  
h e r  m e r c h a n ts  l a r g e  & l o v i n g  p r i v i l e g e s ?  who e v e r  
f o u n d  E n g l i s h  C o n s u ls  & A g e n ts  a t  T r i p o l i s  i n  S y r i a ,  
a t  A le p p o ,  a t  E t e ^ l o n ,  a t  B a l s a r a ,  a n d ,  w h ic h  i s  
m o re , who e v e r  h e a r d  E n g l i s h m e n  a t  Goa b e f o r e  now? 
What E n g l i s h  s h i p s  d i d  h e e r e t o f o r e  e v e r  a n k e r  i n  
t h e  m ig h ty  r i v e r  o f  P l a t e ?-1-0

How t h i s  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  s t r a n g e  l a n d s ,  t h i s  

c o n q u e r in g  o f  d i s t a n c e ,  t h i s  u r g e n c y  o f  m ovem ent, c a p ­

t u r e d  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  i m a g i n a t i o n  i s  c l e a r l y  s e e n  i n  a 

c l o s e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  p l a y s .  H is  p l a y s  a r e  n o t  a b o u t  

t h e  s i m p le  d a i l y  l i f e  o f  E n g l i s h  s h o p k e e p e r s  o f  C h e a p s id e

9HAM 3 . 1 .  57-60 10H a k lu y t, 1 :3 .
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o r  o f  t h e  countrymen o f  E s s e x .  Nor a r e  t h e y  " k i t c h e n  

p l a y s . "  The i n f e c t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a v e l  and  o f  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  seem s t o  have  e n t e r e d  

S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  w r i t i n g  a t  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g .  J u s t  a s  

t h e  v o y a g e r s  e x p lo r e d  new c o u n t r i e s ,  he  w en t a b r o a d ,  t o o ,  

i n  h i s  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  t o  f a r a w a y  p l a c e s  a n d  h e  d i s c o v ­

e r e d  new r o u t e s  f o r  drama t o  f o l l o w .  I f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  

d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r u l e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  Shake­

s p e a r e  f e l t  f r e e  t o  do t h e  sam e . The G reek  T r a g e d i e s ,  

i n  w h ic h  t h e  en d  i s  known b e f o r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  xvere no 

l o n g e r  e x c i t i n g  t o  men e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  d e l i g h t s  a n d  s u r ­

p r i s e s  com ing f o r t h  i n  t h e  t a l e s  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s .  

A u d ie n c e s  lo o k e d  f o r  f a i r y  t a l e s  a n d  t h e  rom ance o f  a d ­

v e n t u r e  .

N ev er  d o e s  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  a n  e n t i r e  p l a y  t a k e  

p l a c e  i n  one room , a n d  r a r e l y  e v e n  i n  one l o c a t i o n .

T h e re  i s  c o n s t a n t  movement an d  t r a v e l ;  d i s t a n c e  i n t e r ­

v e n e s  w i t h  no e f f o r t  b e tw e e n  s c e n e s .  S h a k e s p e a r e  opened  

up  t h e  h o r i z o n s  o f  t h e  s t a g e ; a n y  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r ld  

c o u ld  be  r e a c h e d  s im p ly  by t h e  p o e t  t e l l i n g  t h e  a u d ie n c e  

t h e y  w ere  t h e r e .

Of t h e  f o r c e s  w h ic h  r u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p l a y s ,  I  

h a v e  s e l e c t e d  f o u r  w h ic h  a p p e a r  f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  and  

w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  s i m i l a r  f o r c e s  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h e  

v o y a g e s  o f  d i s c o v e r y .  T hese  f o u r  f o r c e s  a r e :  d i s t a n c e ,  

d a n g e r ,  d i s p e r s i o n ,  a n d  d e l i v e r a n c e .

The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  i s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
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v a s t  d i s t a n c e s  t r a v e l e d  by c h a r a c t e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a c ­

t i o n  o f  th e  p l a y .  By " v a s t  d i s t a n c e s ” I  mean fro m  c o u n t r y  

t o  c o u n t r y  o r  f ro m  one l o c a t i o n  t o  a  d i s t a n t  l o c a t i o n  i n  

t h e  same c o u n t r y ,  an y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t a n c e  c o v e r e d  a s  op ­

p o sed  t o  th e  a c t i o n  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  o n ly  ’’d o m e s t i c  com­

e d y ” The M erry  W ives o f  W ind so r  w h e re  a l l  t h e  a c t i o n  

t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  W in d s o r .

I n  t h e  h i s t o r y  p l a y s  S h a k e s p e a r e  seem ed more i n t e r ­

e s t e d  i n  s w i f t  m oving a c t i o n  t h a n  i n  a c c u r a t e  h i s t o r y .

He moved k in g s  and  a r m i e s  f ro m  F r a n c e  t o  E n g la n d  and  

back  a g a i n  t o  F ra n c e  an d  from  one p a r t  o f  E n g la n d  t o  a n ­

o t h e r  p a r t  o f  E n g lan d  s im p ly  by  a s k i n g  t h e  a u d ie n c e  t o  

u s e  t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i o n s .

I n  King J o h n , K ing  H enry  t h e  F i f t h , t h e  t h r e e  p a r t s  

o f  King Henry t h e  S i x t h , and  K ing H en ry  t h e  E ig h th  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s  move b a ck  a n d  f o r t h  b e tw e e n  E n g la n d  an d  F r a n c e .  

The two p a r t s  o f  K ing  H enry  t h e  F o u r t h  a r e  a  panoram a o f  

a l l  E n g la n d .  The a c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  b e tw e e n  London, 

R o c h e s te r ,  G a d s h i l l ,  W ark w orth , B a n g o r ,  S h re w s b u ry ,  

C o v e n try ,  Y ork , i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t ,  an d  b e tw e e n  W arkw orth , 

London, W e s tm in s te r ,  G l o s t e r s h i r e ,  Y o r k s h i r e ,  i n  t h e  s e ­

cond p a r t .  R ic h a r d  t h e  Second a l s o  sw eeps t h r o u g h  Eng­

l a n d — London, G o s fo rd  G re en ,  G l o s t e r s h i r e ,  W a le s ,  B r i s ­

t o l ,  L a n g le y ,  Y ork , W in d so r  an d  P a m f r e t  a n d  t h e  a c t i o n  

i n  R ic h a r d  t h e  T h i r d  moves b e tw ee n  London , P o m f r e t ,  S a l ­

i s b u r y ,  Tamwortfy and  B o sw o r th .  The a u d i e n c e ’ s  im a g in a ­

t i o n  n e v e r  r e s t s  lo n g  i n  one p l a c e .  The a u t h o r  a s k s
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them  t o  " P i e c e  o u t  o u r  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  w i t h  y o u r  t h o u g h t s "  

a n d  f o l l o w  him w h e r e v e r  he  l e a d s  th em .

Can t h i s  c o c k p i t  h o ld  
The v a s t y  f i e l d s  o f  F ra n c e ?  o r  may we cram 
W i th in  t h i s  wooden 0 t h e  v e r y  c a s q u e s  
T h a t  d i d  a f f r i g h t  t h e  a i r  a t  A g in c o u r t?
0 , p a rd o n !  s i n c e  a  c ro o k e d  f i g u r e  may 
A t t e s t  i n  l i t t l e  p l a c e  a  m i l l i o n ;
And l e t  u s ,  c i p h e r s  t o  t h i s  g r e a t  a cc o m p t,
On y o u r  im a g in a r y  f o r c e s  w o rk .
S uppo se  w i t h i n  t h e  g i r d l e  o f  t h e s e  w a l l s  
A re now c o n f i n e d  two m ig h ty  m o n a r c h ie s ,
Whose h i g h - u p r e a r e d  an d  a b u t t i n g  f r o n t s  
The p e r i l o u s  n a r ro w  o c e a n  p a r t s  a s u n d e r :
P i e c e - o u t  o u r  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  w i t h  y o u r  t h o u g h t s ;
I n t o  a  th o u s a n d  p a r t s  d i v i d e  one man,
And make im a g in a r y  p u i s s a n c e ;
T h in k ,  when we t a l k  o f  h o r s e s ,  t h a t  you  se e  them  
P r i n t i n g  t h e i r  p ro u d  h o o f s  i ’ t h ’ r e c e i v i n g  e a r t h ; — 
F o r  ’ t i s  y o u r  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  now m ust d eck  o u r  k i n g s ,  
C a r r y  them  h e r e  an d  t h e r e ;  ju m p in g  o ’ e r  t im e s ,
T u r n in g  t h 1 a c c o m p l is h m e n t  o f  many y e a r s  
I n t o  a n  h o u r - g l a s s :  . . .1 1

The a u d ie n c e  i s  t o  im a g in e  on a  s t a g e  "The p e r i l ­

o u s  n a r ro w  o c e a n ."

I n  t h e  c o m e d ie s  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  c o v e r e d  a r e  s t i l l  

g r e a t e r .  The Comedy o f  E r r o r s  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  g r e a t  

s e a p o r t  c i t y  o f  E p h e s u s ,  a  c i t y  on t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  A s ia  

M in o r ,  t o  w h ich  h av e  come A egeon, A n t i p h o lu s ,  and  Dromio 

f ro m  S y r a c u s e ,  a  c i t y  i n  S i c i l y .

V a l e n t i n e  and  P r o t e u s  i n  The Two G entlem en o f  V e r­

on a  s a i l  f ro m  V erona  t o  M ila n  and  i n  L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s L o s t  

t h e  P r i n c e s s  and  h e r  a t t e n d i n g  l a d i e s  come from  F ra n c e  t o  

N a v a r r e ,  a  s m a l l  k ingdom  s o u t h  o f  t h e  P y r e n e e s ,  an d  t h e n  

r e t u r n  t o  F r a n c e .  Romeo t r a v e l s  f ro m  V erona  t o  M an tua .

Puck s e t s  o u t  t o  " p u t  a  g i r d l e  ro u n d  a b o u t  t h e  e a r t h .

n H5 p r o l .  23-A3 12MND 2 . 1 . 175
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I n  The Taming o f  t h e  Shrew a r i c h  y o u n g  t o u r i s t  

f ro m  F lo r e n c e  named L u c e n t io  a r r i v e s  i n  P a d u a .  L a t e r ,  

P e t r u c h i o  t a k e s  h i s  b r i d e  K a t h a r i n a  bn a  l o n g ,  t i r i n g  

j o u r n e y  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y  h o u s e .  L a t e r  s t i l l ,  t h e  a c t i o n  

r e t u r n s  t o  P ad u a . I n  The M erchan t o f  V e n i c e , A n t o n i o ' s  

s h i p s  a r e  a t  s e a  w h i l e  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a y ^ s h i f t s  

b e tw e e n  V en ice  and  B elm ont on t h e  c o a s t  o f  I t a l y .  P o r t i a ' s  

s u i t o r s  come from  N a p le s ,  F r a n c e ,  E n g la n d ,  S c o t l a n d ,  G e r­

many, M orocco , and  A r ra g o n .

Much Ado About N o th in g  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  M e s s in a ,  

a  town i n  S i c i l y .  The p r i n c e  o f  A r ra g o n  a r r i v e s  w i t h  two 

l o r d s  f ro m  I t a l y .  V io la  and  S e b a s t i a n  i n  T w e l f t h  N i g h t , 

who h av e  la n d e d  i n  I l l y r i a ,  on t h e  s h o r e  o f  t h e  A d r i a t i c  

S e a ,  a r e  n a t i v e s  o f  M e s s a l i n e . ^  V i o l a ' s  f r i e n d ,  a  s e a  

c a p t a i n ,  "was b r e d  and  b o r n  /  Not t h r e e  h o u r s '  t r a v e l  

f ro m  t h i s  v e r y  p l a c e .

A l l ' s  W ell  T h a t  Ends W ell  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  F r a n c e ,  

i n  I t a l y ,  and  i n  a p r o v in c e  c a l l e d  R o ss a l l io n  i n  s o u t h e r n  

F r a n c e  on t h e  S p a n is h  b o r d e r ;  M easu re  f o r  M easu re  t a k e s  

p l a c e  i n  V ien n a  w here  L o rd  A ngelo  s u p p o s e s  t h e  Duke t o  

h a v e  " t r a v e l l ' d  t o  P o l a n d " ; ^  a n d The W i n t e r ' s  T a le  

o p e n s  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  S i c i l i a  w here  K ing L e o n t e s  i s  e n t e r ­

t a i n i n g  t h e  King o f  Bohemia and  t h e  c h i l d  b o r n  t o  Queen 

H erm ione i s  s h ip p e d  t o  "some re m o te  and  d e s e r t  p l a c e ,

^ N o  su c h  p l a c e  i s  known, S ugden , p .  3 4 2 .

^ l .  2 .  22 1 5 ! .  2 . 14
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q u i t e  o u t  /  Of o u r  d o m i n i o n s i n  f a r a w a y  Bohem ia. The 

p l a y  e n d s  b a c k  i n  S i c i l i a .  The K ing  o f  N a p le s  i n  The 

T em pest i s  r e t u r n i n g  b y  s h i p  f ro m  t h e  w edd ing  o f  h i s  

d a u g h t e r  i n  T u n i s .  P r o s p e r o  was f o r m e r l y  t h e  Duke o f  

M ila n  an d  S y c o ra x  was b a n i s h e d  f ro m  A r g i e r .  I n  t h e  end  

P r o s p e r o  a n d  a l l  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  f o l l o w e r s  s a i l  f o r  

N a p l e s .

I n  t h e  t r a g e d i e s  v a s t  d i s t a n c e s  a n d  t r a v e l  

a r e  a g a i n  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e l e m e n t .  T i t u s  A n d ro n ic u s  r e ­

t u r n s  t o  Rome fro m  a  v i c t o r y  o v e r  t h e  G o th s .  Romeo f l e e s  

f ro m  V erona  t o  M antua a n d  t h e n  r e t u r n s  t o  V e ro n a .  A f t e r  

J u l i u s  C a e s a r  i s  m u rd e re d  i n  Rome, B r u tu s  s e t s  up h i s  

camp i n  S a r d i s  i n  A s ia  M inor f ro m  w here  he  m arch es  f o r t h  

t o  m ee t Mark A n to n y  a t  P h i l i p p i .

H a m le t ’ s  u n c l e ,  t h e  new k i n g  o f  Denmark, g i v e s  

p e r m i s s io n  f o r  L a e r t e s  t o  s a i l  f o r  F r a n c e ,  d i s p a t c h e s  

two c o u r t i e r s  t o  Norw ay, and  l a t e r  s e n d s  H am let t o  Eng­

l a n d .  On h i s  way t o  E n g la n d  H am le t m e e ts  t h e  army o f  

t h e  P r i n c e  o f  Norway, who i s  p a s s i n g  th r o u g h  Denmark on 

h i s  way t o  P o la n d .  H am le t an d  L a e r t e s  b o t h  r e t u r n  t o  

Denmark w h ere  t h e  fam o us  and  f a t a l  d u e l  t a k e s  p l a c e .

T r o i l u s  a n d  C r e s s i d a  p r e s e n t s  a  v iew  o f  t h e  

m ost fam ous b a t t l e  i n  c l a s s i c a l  a n t i q u i t y — t h e  T r o ja n  W ar. 

The s c e n e s  s h i f t  b a c k  an d  f o r t h  f ro m  w i t h i n  T roy t o  o u t ­

s i d e  T r o y ’ s  w a l l s  w h e re  t h e  G re ek s  h av e  b e e n  b e s e i g i n g  

t h e  c i t y .  Seven  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y  t h e y  h a d  " . . .  f ro m

l 6 2 . 3 .  176
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t h ’ A th e n ia n  bay  /  P u t  f o r t h  to w a rd  P h r y g ia :  . .

I n  O t h e l l o  a m e sse n g e r  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  t h e  O t t o -  

m i t e s  a r e  " S t e e r i n g  w i th  due c o u r s e  to w a rd  t h e  i s l e  o f  

Rhodes . . . T h e i r  p u rp o se  /  Toward C yprus . . . "16 

O t h e l l o  s a i l s  from  V en ice  t o  C yprus an d  Desdeoma f o l ­

low s on a n o t h e r  s h i p .  A f t e r  t h e  t r a g i c  d e a t h s  o f  D es-  

demona and  O t h e l l o ,  L odv ico  en d s  t h e  p l a y  s a y i n g ,  "My­

s e l f  w i l l  s t r a i g h t  a b o a r d ,  and  t o  t h e  s t a t e  /  T h is  h e a v y  

a c t  w i t h  h e av y  h e a r t  r e l a t e . "19

The a c t i o n  i n  M acbeth  o p e n s  i n  a n c i e n t  S c o t l a n d  

— F o r r e s ,  I n v e r n e s s ,  F i f e ,  D u n s in a n e — and  s h i f t s  t o  Eng­

l a n d  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  a c t . .  R oss comes fro m  S c o t l a n d  " t o  

t r a n s p o r t  t h e  t i d i n g s . I n  t h e  end  M alcolm  d e c l a r e s  

he  w i l l  be " c a l l i n g  home o u r  e x i l e d  f r i e n d s  a b r o a d . "21 

The s t o r y  o f  K ing L e a r  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  a n c i e n t  

B r i t a i n .  C o r d e l i a  l e a v e s  f o r  F r a n c e ,  t h e  E a r l  o f  K ent 

i s  b a n i s h e d  from  t h e  kingdom  o f  B r i t a i n ,  L e a r  t r a v e l s  

fro m  t h e  Duke o f  A lb a n y ’s  p a la c e  t o  t h e  Duke o f  G l o s t e r ’ s  

c a s t l e ,  and  t h e  E a r l  o f  G l o u c e s t e r  and  L e a r  make t h e i r  

ways s e p a r a t e l y  t o  Dover w here  C o r d e l i a  a n d  t h e  F re n c h  

t r o o p s  h av e  l a n d e d .

A ntony  and  C le o p a t r a  op ens  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  w here  

Mark A ntony  h a s  come from  Rome. M e ss e n g e rs  a r r i v e  f ro m  

Rome w i th  bad  news and  A ntony r e t u r n s  t o  t h a t  c i t y .  The 

in v a d in g  Pompey i s  i n  S i c i l y  and h e a r s  t h a t  A n ton y  i s  on 

h i s  way t o  Rome. Back i n  A le x a n d r i a  a  m e s s e n g e r  a g a i n

l ? P r o . ,  7 - 6  l 8 i .  3 . 3 3 ,3 9  1 9 5 . 2 .  3 7 1 -2
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a r r i v e s  f ro m  Rome. A n to ny  r e t u r n s  t o  E gyp t a n d  from  t h e r e  

d e c l a r e s  w a r  on C a e s a r .  A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  A n to n y , C a e s a r  

a r r i v e s  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  f ro m  Rome.

C o r i o l a n u s ,  i n  Rome, h e a r s  t h e  V o l s c i a n s  o f  I t a l y  

a r e  p l a n n in g  a n  a t t a c k .  C o r i o l a n u s  c a p t u r e s  t h e  V o l s c i a n  

c i t y  o f  C o r i o l i .  B ack  i n  Rome he  i s  r e j e c t e d  a s  c o n s u l  

and  i s  b a n i s h e d  f ro m  th e  c i t y .  He t r a v e l s  t o  A ntium  and 

l a t e r  r e t u r n s  a s  a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  V o l s c i a n  arm y t o  a t t a c k  

Rome.

I n  C y m b e l in e . Posthumus i s  b a n i s h e d  f ro m  a n c i e n t  

B r i t a i n  by K in g  C y b e l in e  and  s a i l s  f o r  I t a l y .  Iac h im o  

s a i l s  from  I t a l y  t o  B r i t a i n ;  Im ogen s e t s  o u t  t o  m eet h e r  

hu sb an d  a t  M i l f o r d  H aven , f a r  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  W ales ;  and  

i n  t h e  end P o s th u m u s  r e t u r n s  f ro m  I t a l y  t o  B r i t a i n  a n d  

Imogen r e t u r n s  from  W a le s .

P e r i c l e s  s e t s  s a i l  f ro m  T y re ,  a n  i s l a n d  on t h e  

c o a s t  o f  S y r i a ,  t o  T a r s u s  i n  s o u t h e a s t  A s ia  M in o r ,  i n  

v o l u n t a r y  e x i l e .  From h e r e  he  g o e s  t o  s e a  a g a i n  and  

l a n d s  i n  P e n t a p o l i s ,  on t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  w here  

he m a r r i e s  T h a i s a .  They l a t e r  s a i l  f o r  T y r e .  M a r in a ,  

b o rn  a t  s e a ,  i s  l e f t  a t  T a r s u s  a n d  T h a i s a  f i n d s  h e r s e l f  

i n  E p h e su s .  P e r i c l e s  r e t u r n s  t o  T y r e ,  M a rin a  i s  l a t e r  

t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  p i r a t e s  t o  M i t y l e n e .  P e r i c l e s  r e t u r n s  

t o  T a r s u s  t o  f i n d  h i s  d a u g h t e r  b u t  sh e  i s  g o n e .  R e tu r n in g  

t o  T y re ,  he s t o p s  a t  M i t y l e n e .  I n  t h e  end  P e r i c l e s ,  Mar­

i n a ,  and  T h a i s a  s a i l  b a ck  t o  T y re .
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S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  u n d o u b te d ly  t r a v e l e r s .  

M e ss e n g e rs  f l y  from  one l o c a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r ;  K ing H enry  

v o y a g e s  t o  t h e  H oly Land t o  e x p i a t e  h i s  g u i l t ; 22 a  Duke 

a r r i v e s  f ro m  A u s t r i a  t o  F r a n c e ; 23 an d  a n  envoy  a r r i v e s  

i n  F ra n c e  from  t h e  P o p e .2^  S u f f i c e  t o  s a y ,  S h a k e s p e a re  

knew no s t a g e  b o u n d a r i e s  when i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  move 

h i s  c h a r a c t e r s  an d  s c e n e s .

I n  o u r  day  t e m p e s t s  a n d  s to r m s  a r e  n o t  a  g r e a t  

d a n g e r  i n  s e a  t r a v e l i n g .  S h ip s  a r e  l a r g e  an d  s t u r d y  and  

b u i l t  t o  w i t h s t a n d  a  g r e a t  am ount o f  t o r r e n t i a l  a b u s e .

B u t i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  t im e  s to rm s  w ere  a  c o n s t a n t  and  m a jo r  

t h r e a t  t o  a l l  seam en . Any s e a f a r e r  who em barked  on a  

j o u r n e y  knew t h a t  t h e r e  w ould  be  many t h r e a t e n i n g  s i t u ­

a t i o n s  t o  overcom e b e f o r e  he was s a f e l y  home a g a i n .

D u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  th o u s a n d s  

o f  l i v e s  a n d  many t o n s  o f  v a l u a b l e  m e rc h a n d is e  w ere  d e ­

s t r o y e d  by  s to rm s  a t  s e a .  I t  i s  l i t t l e  w o n d e r ,  t h e n ,  

t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s " u b i q u i t o u s  t e m p e s t s ” ( a s  George 

W ilso n  K n ig h t  c a l l s  th e m ) ,  s e a - s t o r m s ,  s e a - s t r u g g l e s , 

s h ip w r e c k s ,  an d  s e a - d r o w n in g s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  compon­

e n t  o f  t h e  p l a y s .  Cawley s a y s :

. . . t h e  d a n g e r s ,  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t r a v e l .  
C o n s t a n t l y  t h e  s e a  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  some g r e a t  
m a l e v o l e n t ,  m a l ig n a n t  s p i r i t ;  i t  i s  i n  t u r n  d i s ­
s e m b l in g ,  u n c e r t a i n ,  r a v e n o u s ,  p e r f i d i o u s ,  m e r c i ­
l e s s ,  t r u s t l e s s ,  g r e e d y ,  h o s t i l e ,  c h u r l i s h  and 
w r a t h f u l  . . . S h a k e s p e a re  g i v e s  u s  a  q u i c k  g l im p s e

22R2 23J a  24jn
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o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  A n t o n i o ’ s  c o n c e rn  f o r  S e b a s t i a n  
i n  I l l y r i a ;  t h e  f o r m e r ’ s  h a s t e  t o  f o l l o w  h a s  b e e n  due 
t o  h i s  f e a r  o f 2 ?

What m ig h t  b e f a l l  y o u r  t r a v e l ,
B e in g  s k i l l e s s  i n  t h e s e  p a r t s ;  w h ic h  t o  a  s t r a n g e r ,  
U ngu ided  an d  u n f r i e n d e d . . o f t e n  p ro v e  
Rough a n d  u n h o s p i t a b l e . 2°

Many t im e s  was t h e  s e a  " ro u g h  an d  u n h o s p i t a b l e "  t o  t h e  

" u n g u id e d  a n d  u n f r i e n d e d " ,  men who s a i l e d  t o  t h e  new w o r ld .

I n  t h e  p l a y s ,  s e a - s t o r m s  and  s h ip w r e c k s  a r e  f r e ­

q u e n t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l o t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  The Oomedy 

o f  E r r o r s , w i t h  h e a v y  g r i e f ,  A egeus a r r i v e s  i n  E p h esu s  

an d  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s h ip w r e c k  he  had  e x p e r i e n c e d .

A l e a g u e  f ro m  Epidamnum h a d  tee s a i l ’d ,
B e fo re  t h e  a lw a y s - w in d - o b e y in g  d e e p  
Gave a n y  t r a g i c  i n s t a n c e  o f  o u r  harm :
But l o n g e r  d i d  we n o t  r e t a i n  much h o p e ;
F o r  w h a t  o b s c u r e d  l i g h t  t h e  h e a v e n s  d i d  g r a n t  
D id b u t  co n v ey  u n to  o u r  f e a r f u l  m inds 
A d o u b t f u l  w a r r a n t  o f  im m e d ia te  d e a t h ;

The s a i l o r s  s o u g h t  f o r  s a f e t y  by  o u r  b o a t ,  
And l e f t  t h e  s h i p ,  t h e n  s i n k i n g - r i p e ,  t o  u s :

F o r ,  e r e  t h e  s h i p s  c o u ld  m eet by  t w i c e  f i v e  l e a g u e s ,  
We w ere  e n c o u n t e r ’ d b y  a m ig h ty  r o c k ;
W hich b e in g  v i o l e n t l y  b o r n e  u pon ,
Our h e l p f u l  s h i p  w as s p l i t t e d  i n  t h e  m i d s t ; 27

A e g e u s ’ d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  w i l l  be  

q u o te d  h e r e  g iv e  u s  a  f r i g h t e n i n g  p i c t u r e  o f  w ha t i t  m ust 

hav e  b e e n  l i k e  f o r  t h e  v o y a g e r s  i n  t h e i r  l i g h t  c r a f t s  

s a i l i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  m ig h ty  w a v e s .  We g e t  a n  i d e a  f ro m

^ R o b e r t  R a l s t o n  C aw ley , U npa th ed  W a te r s :  S t u d i e s  
i n  t h e  I n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  V o y a g e rs  on E l i z a b e t h a n  L i t e r a t u r e  
(Uew Y ork: O c ta g o n  iBooks, 1 9 o 7 ) ,  P • 3 0 .

26TN 3 . 3 . S - l l  271# 1# 63-69, 76-77 , 100-3
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t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  o f  w hat men w en t  t h r o u g h  i n  p h y s i c a l  h a r d ­

s h i p s  a n d  e m o t io n a l  a n g u i s h  t o  make t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  Amer­

i c a  p o s s i b l e .

V e n ice  i s  a  c i t y  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s e a ,  

e v e n  in te r w o v e n  w i th  i t ,  and  th o u g h  The M e rc h a n t  o f  V e n ice  

t a k e s  p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y ,  we a r e  aw are  o f  t h e  s i n i s t e r  

f o r c e s  o f  t e m p e s t s  upon  w h ic h  t h e  a c t i o n  d e p e n d s .  We know, 

l i k e  S h y lo c k ,  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  s e a :

. . .  he h a t h  a n  a r g o s y  bound  t o  T r i p o l i s ,  a n o t h e r  
t o  t h e  I n d i e s ;  I  u n d e r s t a n d ,  m o re o v e r ,  upon  t h e  
R i a l t o ,  he  h a t h  a  t h i r d  a t  M ex ico , a  f o u r t h  f o r  Eng­
l a n d , — a n d  o t h e r  v e n t u r e s  h e  h a t h ,  s q u a n d e re d  a b r o a d .  
B u t s h i p s  a r e  b u t  b o a r d s ,  s a i l o r s  b u t  men: t h e r e  be  
l a n d - r a t s  an d  w a t e r - r a t s ,  w a t e r - t h i e v e s  a n d  l a n d -  
t h i e v e s ,  I  mean p i r a t e s ;  an d  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h e  p e r i l  
o f  w a t e r s ,  w in d s ,  a n d  r o c k s . — 28

S h y lo c k ’ s  f e a r s  a r e  j u s t i f i e d .  S a l a r i n o  s a y s :

I  r e a s o n ’d w i th  a  F renchm an  y e s t e r d a y ,
Who t o l d  m e ,— i n  t h e  n a r ro w  s e a s  t h a t  p a r t  
The F re n c h  and E n g l i s h ,  t h e r e  m i s c a r r i e d  
A v e s s e l  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  r i c h l y  f r a u g h t .  y

And l a t e r :

SOLANIO
Now, w ha t news on t h e  R i a l t o ?

SALARINO
Why, y e t  i t  l i v e s  t h e r e  u n c h e c k t ,  t h a t  A n to n io  h a t h  
a  s h i p  o f  r i c h  l a d i n g  w r a c k t  on t h e  n a r ro w  s e a s ;  t h e  
G oodw ins, I  t h i n k  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  p l a c e ;  a v e r y  d a n ­
g e r o u s  f l a t  and  f a t a l ,  w h e re  t h e  c a r c a s s e s  o f  many 
a  t a l l  s h i p  l i e  b u r i e d  . . .  30

T u b a l ,  who ’’sp oke  w i th  some o f  t h e  s a i l o r s  t h a t  e s c a p e d

t h e  wrack,’’31 t e l l s  Shy l o c k  t h a t  A n to n io  ’’h a t h  a n  a r g o s y

c a s t  aw ay, coming from  T r i p o l i s . ’’32 A l l  A n t o n i o ’s  s h i p s

h av e  f a i l e d :  ’’But i s  i t  t r u e ,  S o l a n i o ? ’’ a s k s  B a s s a n i o .

2gl .  3 .  18-2U  292 . 7 . 2 7 -3 0  303# 1# 1 -5

313 .  1 .  9 7 -8  323 . 1 .  96
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Have a l l  h i s  v e n t u r e s  f a i l ’ d? W hat, n o t  one h i t ?  
From T r i p o l i s ,  f ro m  M ex ico , and  E n g la n d ,
From L is b o n ,  B a rb a r y ,  and  I n d i a ?
And n o t  one v e s s e l  s c a p e  t h e  d r e a d f u l  to u c h  
Of m e r c h a n t - m a r r in g  r o c k s ? 3 3

S h i p s  " w r a c k t  on t h e  n a r ro w  s e a s ,! and  " m e rc h a n t  - m a r r i n g

r o c k s "  w ere  t h e  im ag es  m ost c l o s e l y  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  s e a

t r a v e l .

I n  T w e l f th  N ig h t  A n to n io ,  t h i n k i n g  V io l a  i s  S e b ­

a s t i a n ,  r e c a l l s  how he  r e s c u e d  him:

T h a t  m ost u n g r a t e f u l  boy  t h e r e ,  by  y o u r  s i d e ,
From t h e  r u d e  s e a ' s  e n g ag e d  and  foam y mouth
D id  I  red e em ; a  w reck  p a s t  hope he w a s . 34-

I n  M easure  f o r  M easu re  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  t y p i c a l  

S h a k e s p e a r e a n  m aneuver i n  w h ich  t h e  s e a  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  

t h e  n o rm a l  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s .  M a r i a n a 's  m a r r i a g e  t o  An­

g e l o  h a s  b e e n  t r a g i c a l l y  t h w a r t e d  by  a  s e a - d i s a s t e r .

The Duke a s k s  I s a b e l l a :

Have yo u  n o t  h e a r d  s p e a k  o f  M a r ia n a ,  t h e  s i s t e r  o f  
F r e d e r i c k  t h e  g r e a t  s o l d i e r  who m i s c a r r i e d  a t  s e a ?

She s h o u ld  t h i s  A nge lo  h av e  m a r r i e d ;  was a f f i a n c e d  
t o  h e r  by  o a t h ,  and  t h e  n u p t i a l  a p p o in t e d :  b e tw e e n  
w h ic h  t im e  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  and  l i m i t  o f  t h e  so le m ­
n i t y ,  h e r  b r o t h e r  F r e d e r i c k  was w r a c k t  a t  s e a ,  h a v in g  
i n  t h a t  p e r i s h ' d  v e s s e l  t h e  dowry o f  h i s  s i s t e r .

T h e re  i s  a n o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a s to rm  i n  The W in­

t e r ' s  T a l e . The s h i p  i n  w h ich  A n t ig o n u s  c a r r i e d  t h e  i n ­

f a n t  p r i n c e s s  f ro m  S i c i l i a  o u t  t o  s e a  i s  d r i v e n  by  a s to rm  

o n to  t h e  c o a s t  o f  B ohem ia . The S h e p h e r d 's  son  d e s c r i b e s

333 . 2 . 265-70
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w h a t he  saw:

I  w ou ld  you  d id  b u t  s e e  how i t  c h a f e s ,  how i t  r a g e s ,  
how i t  t a k e s  up t h e  s h o r e ! — b u t  t h a t ’s  n o t  t o  t h e  
p o i n t .  0 , t h e  m ost p i t e o u s  c r y  o f  t h e  p o o r  s o u l s !  
Som etim es t o  s e e  'em , a n d  n o t  t o  s e e  'em ; now t h e  
s h i p  b o r i n g  t h e  moon w i t h  h e r  m a in -m a s t ,  an d  an o n  
s w a l l ' d  w i t h  y e s t  an d  f r o t h ,  a s  y o u ' I d  t h r u s t  a  c o rk  
i n t o  a  h o g sh e a d  . . . B u t t o  make a n  end  o f  t h e  s h i p ,
— t o  s e e  how t h e  s e a  f l a p - d r a g o n ' d  i t : — b u t ,  f i r s t ,  
how t h e  p o o r  s o u l s  r o a r ' d ,  a n d  t h e  s e a  m ockt them ; 
and  how t h e  p o o r  g e n t le m a n  r o a r ' d  a n d  t h e  b e a r  
m ockt h im . b o th  r o a r i n g  l o u d e r  t h a n  t h e  s e a  o r  
w e a t h e r . 3 6

P e r i c l e s ,  t o  a v o id  a  c o n s p i r a c y  a g a i n s t  h i s  l i f e ,  

f l e e s  from  T yre  by s h i p .  He " p u t s  h i m s e l f  u n to  t h e  S h ip ­

m a n 's  t o i l  /  W ith  whom e a c h  m in u te  t h r e a t e n s  l i f e  o r  d e a t h , " 3 7  

and  T h a l i a r d  r e p o r t s ,  "He ' s c a p e d  t h e  l a n d ,  t o  p e r i s h  a t  

s e a . "3^  L a t e r ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  T y r e ,  P e r i c l e s  i s  s h ip w re c k e d :

He, d o in g  s o ,  p u t  f o r t h  t o  s e a s ,
Where when men b e e n ,  t h e r e ’ s  se ld o m  e a s e ;
F o r  now t h e  w ind b e g i n s  t o  b low :
T h und er  above  and  d e e p s  b e lo w ,
Make su c h  u n q u i e t ,  t h a t  t h e  s h i p
S h o u ld  h o u se  him s a f e  i s  w r a c k t  a n d  s p l i t ;
And h e ,  good p r i n c e ,  h a v in g  a l l  l o s t , - g  
By waves from  c o a s t  t o  c o a s t  i s  t o s t . - 5^

He i s  c a s t  up a t  P e n t a p o l i s :

Y et c e a s e  y o u r  i r e ,  y o u  a n g r y  s t a r s  o f  h e av e n !
Wind, r a i n ,  and  t h u n d e r ,  rem em ber, e a r t h l y  man 
I s  b u t  a  s u b s ta n c e  t h a t  m ust  y i e l d  t o  you ;
And I ,  a s  f i t s  my n a t u r e ,  do o b ey  y ou :
A la s ,  t h e  s e a  h a th  c a s t  me on  t h e  r o c k s ,
W asht me from  s h o re  t o  s h o r e ,  a n d  l e f t  me b r e a t h  
N o th in g  t o  t h i n k  on b u t  e n s u i n g  d e a t h :
L e t  i t  s u f f i c e  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  y o u r  pow ers  
To have  b e r e f t  a  p r i n c e  o f  a l l  h i s  f o r t u n e s ;
And h a v in g  th row n  him  fro m  y o u r  w a t e r y  g r a v e ,  . n 
H ere  t o  h av e  d e a th  i n  p e a c e  i s  a l l  h e ' l l  c r a v e .

3 63 .  3 . 89-103  3 7 1# 3. 2/t_5 3 8 ^  3> 2?
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; Pericles. T h e  sea-riians W histle 
Is aŝ  a whisper in the eates o f death, 

'V.; U n h e a rd .:

P ig . 27 . P e r i c l e s , Act I I I ,  s c . i .  L im ited  E d it io n s  Club e d i t io n
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P e r i c l e s  t e l l s  T h a i s a  he i s  a  " g e n t le m a n  o f  T y r e , "  who, 

" l o o k in g  f o r  a d v e n t u r e s  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  /  Was by t h e  ro u g h  

s e a s  r e f t  o f  s h i p s  and  m e n ," ^ -  R e c a l l e d  t o  T y re ,  P e r i c l e s  

and  h i s  b r i d e  ru n  i n t o  a n o t h e r  s e a - s t o r m :

T h e i r  v e s s e l  s h a k e s  
On N e p tu n e ’ s  b i l l o w ;  h a l f  t h e  f l o o d  
H ath  t h e i r  k e e l  c u t :  b u t  f o r t u n e ’ s  mood 
V a r i e s  a g a i n ;  t h e  g r i s l e d  n o r t h  
D is g o rg e s  s u c h  a  t e m p e s t  f o r t h ,
T h a t ,  a s  a  d uck  f o r  l i f e  t h a t  d i v e s ,
So up  an d  down t h e  p o o r  s h i p  d r i v e s ;
The l a d y  s h r i e k s ,  a n d ,  w e l l - a - n e a r ,
Does f a l l  i n  t r a v a i l  w i t h  h e r  f e a r :
And w h a t  e n s u e s  i n  t h i s  f e l l  s to r m  
S h a l l  f o r  i t s e l f  i t s e l f  p e r f o r m .
I  n i l l  r e l a t e ,  a c t i o n  may 
C o n v e n ie n t ly  t h e  r e s t  c o n v e y ;
Which m ig h t  n o t  w ha t by  me i s  t o l d
I n  y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n  h o l d
T h is  s t a g e  t h e  s h i p ,  upon  whose d e ck  , „
The s e a - t o s t  P e r i c l e s  a p p e a r s  t o  s p e a k .*

The a u d ie n c e  i s  a g a i n  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  im ag-

; i n a t i o n s  a n d  t h i n k  o f  t h e  s t a g e  a s  a s h i p  on w h ic h  P e r ­

i c l e s  i s  t o s s i n g  on t h e  w a v e s .  I n  m id - t e m p e s t  t h e  c h i l d  

M arin a  i s  b o r n  and  P e r i c l e s ,  t h i n k i n g  T h a i s a  h a s  d i e d ,  

t a k e s  t h e  b a b y  t o  T a r s u s  t o  be  c a r e d  f o r  b y  C leo n  and  

D i o n y s i a .  He sa y s ,"W e  c a n n o t  b u t  o b ey  /  The pow ers  above

u s .  C ou ld  I  r a g e  an d  r o a r  a s  d o th  t h e  s e a  sh e  l i e s  i n ,

y e t  t h e  end  /  Must he  a s  ’ t i s . " ^ 3  The i n e v i t a b l e n e s s  o f  

o u r  d e s t i n i e s  i s  o f t e n  b r o u g h t  up  i n  t h e  p l a y s .

When we lo o k  i n t o  The T em pest we f i n d  t h a t  M i r a n d a ’ s 

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s to r m  w h ic h  h a s  j u s t  - su b s id e d  i s  r e -

^ - 2 .  3 . S3 -5 ^ 23 . P ro . 44-60 ^ 3 . 3 . 10-13



2 ij.6

m a rk a b ly  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  s h e p h e r d ’ s  so n  i n  The Win

t e r ’ s  T a l e :

I f  by  y o u r  a r t ,  my d e a r e s t  f a t h e r ,  you  h a v e  
P u t  t h e  w i l d  w a t e r s  i n  t h i s  r o a r ,  a l l y  th e m .
The s k y ,  i t  se em s , w ould  p o u r  down s t i n k i n g  p i t c h ,  
But t h a t  t h e  s e a ,  m o u n tin g  t o  t h e  w e l k i n ’ s  c h e e k ,  
D ashes  t h e  f i r e  o u t .  0 ,  I  h av e  s u f f e r ’d 
W ith  t h o s e  t h a t  I  saw s u f f e r !  a  b ra v e  v e s s e l ,
Who h a d ,  no d o u b t ,  some n o b le  c r e a t u r e  i n  h e r ,  
D a sh ’d a l l  t o  p i e c e s .  0 ,  t h e  c r y  d id . knock  
A g a in s t  my v e r y  h e a r t !  Po o r  so u ls . ,  t h e y  p e r i s h ’ d! 
Had I  b e e n  a n y  god o f  pow er, I  w ould  
Have su n k  t h e  s e a  w i t h i n  t h e  e a r t h ,  o r  e r e  
I t  s h o u ld  t h e  good s h i p  so  have  s w a l lo w ’d and 
The f r a u g h t i n g  s o u l s  w i t h i n  h e r . ^

P r o s p e r o  t e l l s  M irand a  t h e  lo n g  m o u rn fu l  s t o r y  o f  t h e i r

ns e a  so r ro w ,  F o r  t h e  v o y a g e r s  s e a  so r ro w s  m ust h av e

become a lm o s t  commonplace, t h e y  w ere  so  much a  p a r t  o f

t r a v e l i n g .  G onza lo  p u t s  i t  t h i s  way: he  s a y s  g r i e f

I s  common; e v e r y  d ay  some s a i l o r ’ s  w i f e ,
The m a s te r  o f  some m e r c h a n t . and  t h e  m e rc h a n t ,
Have j u s t  o u r  them e o f  w o e ; ^

F r a n c i s c o  g i v e s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how one v o y a g e r ,  F e r d i n ­

a n d ,  s u r v i v e d :

I  saw h im  b e a t  t h e  s u r g e s  u n d e r  h im ,
And r i d e  upon  t h e i r  b a c k s ;  he  t r o d  th e  w a t e r ,
Whose e n m i ty  h e  f l u n g  a s i d e ,  and  b r e a s t e d
The s u r g e  m ost sw o ln  t h a t  met h im ; h i s  b o l d  h e a d
’Bove t h e  c o n t e n t i o u s  waves he  k e p t  . . .

He s p e a k s  o f  t h e  ” e n m ity "  o f  t h e  s e a  an d  o f  t h e  " c o n ­

t e n t i o u s  waves'.’ Even th o u g h  th e  p l a y  t a k e s  p l a c e  on 

l a n d ,  t h e  a u d ie n c e  i s  v e r y  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

a  t e r r i b l e  s to r m  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  and  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  now

W'l .  2 . 1-13 W 2 . 1 . 3-5  462 . 1 . 111-15
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s e e i n g  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h a t  s t o r m .  A n o th e r  o f f - s t a g e

s e a - s t o r m  i s  d e s c r i b e d  by  C a s s i u s  i n  J u l i u s  C a e s a r . We

h e a r  C a s s iu s  t e l l i n g  B r u t u s  t h a t  C a e s a r  i s  a  man l i k e

o t h e r  men, n o t  a  g o d .  He t e l l s  how he  once  s a v e d  C a e s a r

f ro m  d row n ing :

The t o r r e n t  r o a r ’d ,  a n d  we d i d  b u f f e t  i t
W ith  l u s t y  s in e w s ,  t h r o w i n g  i t  a s i d e
And stem m ing i t  w i t h  h e a r t s  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y ;
But e r e  we c o u ld  a r r i v e  t h e  p o i n t  p ro p o s e d ,
C a e s a r  c r i e d ,  ’H e lp  me, C a s s i u s ,  o r  I  s i n k ! ’
I ,  a s  A eneas o u r  g r e a t  a n c e s t o r ,
Did fro m  t h e  f l a m e s  o f  T ro y  upon h i s  s h o u l d e r '
The o ld  A n c h i s e s  b e a r ,  so  f ro m  t h e  w aves o f  T ib e r  
Did I  t h e  t i r e d  C a e s a r . 47

C a s s i u s  u s e s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  a s s e r t  h i s  own s t r e n g t h  and

C a e s a r ’s  w e a k n e s s .  T h e re  i s  a l s o  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t

a l l ,  g r e a t  a s  w e l l  a s  common p e o p le ,  c an  be  v i c t i m s  o f

t h e  s e a  when t h e r e  a r e  t r o u b l e d  w a t e r s  an d  an  ’’a n g ry

f l o o d . L a t e r ,  C a sc a  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e

t e m p e s t  t h a t  i s  r a g i n g  a r o u n d  them :

Are you n o t  moved, when a l l  t h e  sway o f  e a r t h  
S hakes  l i k e  a  t h i n g  u n f i rm ?  0 C i c e r o ,
I  have  s e e n  t e m p e s t s ,  when t h e  s c o l d i n g  w in d s
Have r i v e d  t h e  k n o t t y  o a k s ;  an d  I  h av e  s e e n  
T h ’ a m b i t i o u s  o c e a n  s w e l l  a n d ,  r a g e  an d  foamy 
To be e x a l t e d  w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t ’ n i n g  c lo u d s ;
But n e v e r  t i l l  t o - n i g h t ,  n e v e r  t i l l  now,
Did I  go th r o u g h  a  t e m p e s t  d r o p p in g  f i r e .
E i t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a  c i v i l  s t r i f e  i n  h e a v e n ;
Or e l s e  t h e  w o r ld ,  t o o  s a u c y  w i t h  t h e  g o d s ,
I n c e n s e s  them  t o  s e n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .^ 0

I n  t h i s  p l a y  a b o u t  a  c o n s p i r a c y  a g a i n s t  a  r u l e r ,  we h e a r

t h a t  t h e  o c e a n  s w e l l  i s  ’’a m b i t i o u s "  an d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  .

" c i v i l  s t r i f e "  i n  h e a v e n  a n d  th o u g h  t h e  s to r m  i s  a  l a n d

*“71 . 2 . 100-15 461 . 3 . 3-13
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s t o r m ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  an  e x c u s e  f o r  s e a - i m a g e r y  t h a t  d e p i c t s  

t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  s e a .

When O t h e l l o  i s  s e n t  t o  d e fe n d  t h e  I s l a n d  o f

C yp ru s  a g a i n s t  t h e  T u rk s ,  he  i s  c a u g h t  i n  a  g r e a t  s to rm

o f  w h ic h ' ' t h e  F i r s t  G en tlem an  s a y s ,  " I t  i s  a  h ig h - w r o u g h t

f l o o d ;  / I  c a n n o t  ' t w i x t  t h e  h e a v e n  and  t h e  m ain  /  D e sc ry

a s a i l . " ^ 9  Montano a d d s  t o  t h i s :

I f  i t  h a t h  r u f f i a n ' d  so  upon t h e  s e a ,
What r i b s  o f  oak  when m o u n ta in s  m e l t  on them  
Can h o l d  t h e  m o r t i s e ?

T h e re  i s  f e a r  t h a t  O t h e l l o ' s  s h i p  h a s  b e e n  l o s t  a n d  C a s -

s i o  . c r i e s  o u t :

T h an k s ,  you  t h e  v a l i a n t  o f  t h i s  w a r l i k e  i s l e ,
T h a t  so  a p p ro v e  t h e  Moor! 0 ,  l e t  t h e  h e a v e n s  
G ive him  d e fe n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  e l e m e n t s ,
F o r  I  have  l o s t  him  on a d a n g e ro u s  s e a ! 51

The d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  s e a  a r e  a g a i n  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  

M a c b e th , when t h e  S e r g e a n t  comes i n  an d  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  b a t ­

t l e  i n  w h ic h  t h e  " b ra v e  M acbeth" f o u g h t .  He s a y s :

As whence t h e  sun  ' g i n s  h e r  r e f l e c t i o n  
S h ip w ra c k in g  s to rm s  an d  d i r e f u l  t h u n d e r s  b r e a k ;
So f ro m  t h a t  s p r in g *  whence c o m fo r t  s e e m 'd  t o  come, 
D is c o m fo r t  s w e l l s . - * 2

The W eird  S i s t e r s  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  s e a - d i s a s t e r s — one 

w i l l  t o r m e n t  a  s a i l o r ,  gone e a s tw a r d  t o  A le p p o ,  " m a s te r  

o f  t h e  T i g e r , "  T h is  i s  s u c h  a  s t r i k i n g  t o p i c a l  r e f e r ­

e n c e  t h a t  I  w i l l  d i g r e s s  j u s t  lo n g  enough t o  g i v e  an  e x ­

c e r p t  f ro m  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by M. R a lp h  F i t c h  t h a t  i s  i n  

H a k l u y t :

492. 1. 2-4 502. 1. 7-9 512. 1. 43-6
521. 2. 25-8
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I n  t h e  y e e r e  o f  o u r  L ord  15^3 I ,  R a lph  F i t c h  o f  Lon­
don m a rc h a n t  b e in g  d e s i r o u s  t o  s e e  t h e  c o u n t r e y s  o f  
t h e  E a s t  I n d i a ,  i n  t h e  company o f  M. Jo h n  N e w b e r ie ,  
m a rc h a n t  (w h ich  had  b e en e  t o  Ormus once  b e f o r e )  o f  
W i l l ia m  L ee d es  J e w e l l e r ,  and  Jam es S t o r y  P a i n t e r  
. . . d i d  s h i p  my s e l f e  i n  a  s h i p  o f  London c a l l e d  
t h e  T y g e r ,  w h e re in  we w ent f o r  T r i p o l i s  i n  S y r i e :
& f ro m  t h e n c e  we to o k e  t h e  way f o r  A l e p p o . 53

We m ig h t  i n  p a s s i n g  t a k e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e s e  t h r e e  " s a i l o r s "  

w ere  a j e w e l l e r ,  a  p a i n t e r ,  and a  m e rc h a n t .

I n  M a c b e th , t h e  s h i p  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  g i v e n  t h e  

name o f  a  f e r o c i o u s  a n im a l ,  one w i t h  t;he s t r e n g t h  o f  a  te m ­

p e s t .  The w i t c h  s a y s  she  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  s a i l o r ,  s a i l i n g  

i n  a  s i e v e  and t h e  o t h e r s  p ro m ise  t o  g iv e  h e r  w in d s .  She 

s a y s :

I  w i l l  d r a i n  him  d ry  a s  hay :
S l e e p  s h a l l  n e i t h e r  n i g h t  n o r  day 
Hang upon h i s  p e n t - h o u s e  l i d ;
He s h a l l  l i v e  a  man f o r b i d :
W eary s e ’n  n i g h t s  n in e  t im e s  n in e  
S h a l l  he  d w in d le ,  p eak  and p in e :
Though h i s  b a r k  c a n n o t  be l o s t ,
Yet i t  s h a l l  be  t e m p e s t - t o s t . —
Look w hat I  h a v e .

SECOND WITCH'
Show me, show me.

FIRST WITCH 
H ere  I  h a v e  a  p i l o t ' s  thum b,
W rack t  a s  homeward he d id  c o m e .5^

Once a g a i n ,  i n  K ing L e a r , we s e e  how t h e  l a n ­

guage  o f  t h e  s e a  i s  i n t e r t w i n e d  ev en  i n  l a n d - t e m p e s t s .

The E a r l  o f  K en t a s k s  "W here’ s  t h e  k in g ? "  And a  G e n t l e ­

man r e p l i e s :

C o n te n d in g  w i t h  th e  f r e t f u l  e le m e n t s ;
B id s  t h e  w ind  b low  t h e  e a r t h  i n t o  t h e  s e a ,
Or s w e l l  t h e  c u r l e d  w a t e r s  ’bove t h e  m ain ,
T h a t  t h i n g s  m ig h t  change  o r  c e a s e ;  t e a r s  h i s  

w h i t e  h a i r ,

^ H a k lu y t ,  3*.2B2. 3 .1 1 -2 9
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Which t h e  im p e tu o u s  b l a s t s ,  w i t h  e y e l e s s  r a g e ,
C a tc h  i n  t h e i r  f u r y ,  . . .  55

The f u r y  o f  t h e  s to r m  i s  t y r a n n i c a l :  "H ere  i s  t h e  p l a c e ,

my l o r d , "  s a y s  K e n t ,  "The t y r a n n y  o f  t h e  open n i g h t ’s  t o o

ro u g h  /  F o r  n a t u r e  t o  e n d u r e . "5 6

A f t e r  t h e  m u rd e r  o f  t h e  Duke o f  G l o s t e r ,  i n

K ing  H enry  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I . Queen M a rg a re t  c o m p la in s

b e c a u s e  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  overcom e w i t h  g r i e f ,  i s  i n d i f f e r e n t

t o  h e r .  She c r i e s :

Was I  f o r  t h i s  n i g h t  w r a c k t  upon  t h e  s e a ,
And t w i c e  by  awkward w in d s  f ro m  E n g la n d ’ s  bank  
Drove b a c k  a g a i n  u n to  my n a t i v e  c l im e ?
The p r e t t y - v a u l t i n g  s e a  r e f u s e d  t o  drown me;
Knowing t h a t  t h o u  w o u ld s t  h a v e  me d ro w n 'd  on s h o r e ,  
W ith  t e a r s  a s  s a l t  a s  s e a ,  t h r o u g h  t h y  u n k in d n e s s :

When f ro m  t h e  s h o r e  t h e  t e m p e s t  b e a t  u s  back*
I  s t o o d  upon t h e  h a t c h e s  i n  t h e  s to r m .  . .

B e s i d e s  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  s e a - s t o r m s ,  t h e r e  was a l s o  

t h e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  d a n g e r  o f  p i r a t e s .  P i r a c y  was s a n c ­

t i o n e d  and  a b e t t e d  by t h e  Q ueen, who s h a r e d  i n  t h e  p r o ­

f i t s ;  i t  was t h i s  p o l i c y  t h a t ,  when S p a in  c o u ld  s t a n d  

i t  no l o n g e r ,  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  S p a n is h  Armada. E v ery  

n a t i o n  t h a t  h a d  a  f l e e t  i n d u l g e d  i n  t h i s  s p o r t — S p a in ,  

P o r t u g a l ,  F r a n c e ,  an d  E n g la n d  a l i k e — and  su c h  a t t a c k s  

came u n d e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  h e a d i n g  o f  " r e p r i s a l s "  f o r  s im ­

i l a r  a c t s  b y  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y . ^

H a m le t ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  H o r a t i o ,  t e l l s  him  o f  

h i s  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  p i r a t e s  i n  a  s e a - f i g h t  on h i s  r e t u r n

553 .  1 .  4 - 9  563 .  4 .  1 -3  573 .  2 . S2-103

^ E .  F .  B enso n , S i r  F r a n c i s  D ra k e (London: The
B o d le y  Head L t d . ,  1 9 2 7 ) ,  P* 3 0 .
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t o  D e n m a r k . 59 H a m le t ’ s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p i r a t e s  d o e s  n o t

s t a n d  a l o n e .  I n  The M e rch a n t  o f  V e n i c e . Shy^ock s p e a k s

o f  p i r a t e s  a s  one o f  t h e  p e r i l s  o f  t h e  s e a ;  i n  Antony

a n d  C l e o p a t r a  t h e  m e s s e n g e r  s a y s  t o  C a e s a r ,  " M e n e c ra te s

a n d  M enas, fam ous p i r a t e s  /  Make t h e  s e a  s e r v e  t h e m . " 6 ^

‘ L a t e r  Pompey s a y s ,  " I  m ust /  R id  t h e  s e a  o f  p i r a t e s . "^2
%

I n  R i c h a r d  t h e  T h i r d . Queen M a r g a r e t  s a y s ,  ’’H ear me, you 

w r a n g l i n g  p i r a t e s ,  t h a t  f a l l  o u t  /  I n  s h a r i n g  t h a t  w h ich  

you  h ave  p i l l ’ d f ro m  m e ’ " 6 3  The Duke o f  York d e s c r i b e s  

them :

P i r a t e s  may make c h e a p  p e n n y w o r th s  o f  t h e i r  
p i l l a g e ,

And p u r c h a s e  f r i e n d s ,  and  g i v e  t o  c o u r t e z a n s ,
S t i l l  r e v e l l i n g ,  l i k e  l o r d s ,  t i l l  a l l  be g o n e ;
W h ile  a s  t h e  s i l l y  owner o f  t h e  goods 
Weeps o v e r  them , an d  w r in g s  h i s  h a p l e s s  h a n d s ,
And s h a k e s  h i s  h e a d ,  and  t r e m b l i n g  s t a n d s  a l o o f ,  
W h ile  a l l  i s  s h a r e d ,  a l l  i s  b o rn e  aw ay, ✓ ,
R eady t o  s t a r v e ,  a n d  d a re  n o t  to u c h  h i s  own. ^

The b a n i s h e d  E a r l  o f  S u f f o l k  s a i l s  f o r  F ra n c e  a n d  i s  c a p ­

t u r e d  by  p i r a t e s .  B e f o re  b e in g  t a k e n  away by them  t o  be 

b e h e a d e d  h e  s a y s :

S m a ll  t h i n g s  make b a s e  men p ro u d :  t h i s  v i l l a i n  h e r e ,  
B e in g  c a p t a i n  o f  a  p i n n a c e ,  t h r e a t e n s  more,.
Than B a r g u lu s  t h e  s t r o n g  I l l y r i a n  p i r a t e .  5

I n  T w e l f th  N i g h t . A n to n io ,  a  somewhat unhappy  

f i g u r e ,  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s e a - f i g h t s  an d  a s e n s e  o f  m is ­

f o r t u n e .  "Once i n  a  s e a - f i g h t , "  h e  s a y s ,  " ’g a i n s t  t h e  

c o u n t  h i s  g a l l e y s  /  I  d i d  s e r v i c e . "  He i s  s u s p e c t e d
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i n  I l l y r i a  o f  b e in g  a p i r a t e .  The F i r s t  O f f i c e r  s a y s :  

O r s in o ,  t h i s  i s  t h a t  A n to n io
T h a t  to o k  t h e  P h o e n ix  an d  h e r  f r a u g h t  f ro m  Candy 
And t h i s  i s  he t h a t  d i d  t h e  T i g e r  b o a r d .

DUKE OF ILLYRIA 
N o ta b le  p i r a t e !  t h o u  s a l t - w a t e r  t h i e f !
What f o o l i s h  b o l d n e s s  b r o u g h t  t h e e  t o  t h e i r  

m e r c i e s ,
Whom t h o u ,  i n  t e rm s  so  b lo o d y  an d  so  d e a r ,
H a s t  made t h i n e  e n e m ie s ? 0 '

Of c o u r s e  p i r a t e s  h a d  a lw a y s  roam ed t h e  s e a s .  

However, t h e s e  p i r a t e  a l l u s i o n s  i n  t h e  p l a y s  may be  due 

t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  t o p i c a l i t y  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  The r a i d s  on 

t h e  S p a n is h  t r e a s u r e - s h i p s  a n d  S p a n i s h  c o l o n i e s  a t  t h i s  

p e r i o d  w ere  a m a t t e r  o f  g r e a t  c o n c e rn  among t h e  members 

o f  t h e  Q ueen’s  P r i v y  C o u n c i l  b e c a u s e  t h e  p l u n d e r i n g  was 

m aking  t h e  S p a n is h  K ing v e r y  b e l l i g e r e n t .

T here  w ere  few  t o p i c s  t h a t  e s c a p e d  b e i n g  mocked 

by  S h a k e s p e a re  i f  i t  s u i t e d  h i s  p u r p o s e . I n  M easu re  f o r  

M easure  t h e r e  i s  t h e  am u s in g  d i a l o g u e  a b o u t  t h e  ” s a n c t i ­

m onious p i r a t e ” and  t h e  t e n  commandments:

LUCIO
Thou c o n c l u d e s t  l i k e  t h e  s a n c t i m o n i o u s  p i r a t e ,  t h a t  
w en t t o  s e a  w i th  t h e  Ten Commandments, b u t  s c r a p e d  
one o u t  o f  t h e  t a b l e .

SECOND GENTLEMAN 
’Thou s h a l t  n o t  s t e a l ’ ?

LUCIO
Ay, t h a t  he r a z e d .

FIRST GENTLEMAN 
Why, ’tw a s  a  commandment t o  command t h e  C a p t a i n  and  
a l l  t h e  . r e s t  from  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s :  t h e y  p u t  f o r t h  t o  
s t e a l .  5
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I n  t h i s  p l a y  t h e  h e a d  o f  a n o t o r i o u s  p i r a t e  i s  t o  be s e n t  

t o  A ng e lo  i n s t e a d  o f  C l a u d i o ’ s  h e a d .  I f  someone m ust d i e ,  

l e t  i t  be  a  p i r a t e .

A n o th e r  p e r i l o u s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  s e a  was s e a - f i g h t s .  

No one  who s a i l e d  t h e  s e a s ,  s a i l e d  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  a n  a t ­

t a c k .  T h e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  s e a - f i g h t s  i n  t h e  p l a y s .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  i n  K ing H enry  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I , t h e  s t a g e  d i r e c ­

t i o n  f o r  A c t  4 ,  s c e n e  1, r e a d s :  "A larum . F i g h t  a t  s e a . "

The C a p ta in  s a y s :

F o r ,  w h i l s t  o u r  p in n a c e  a n c h o r s  on t h e  Downs,
H ere  s h a l l  t h e y  make t h e i r  ransom  on t h e  s a n d ,  .
Or w i t h  t h e i r  b lo o d  s t a i n  t h i s  d i s c o l o u r ’ d s h o r e . —

B e s i d e s  t h e  s e a - f i g h t  t h a t  H am le t d e s c r i b e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  two

d i s a s t r o u s  s e a - f i g h t s  i n  A ntony  and  C l e o p a t r a . A m e s s e n g e r

comes t o  C a e s a r  and  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  b a t t l e  on t h e  c o a s t :

No v e s s e l  c an  p e ep  f o r t h  b u t  ’ t i s  a s  soon  
T aken  a s  s e e n  . . .7 0

When L e p id u s ,  C a e s a r ,  and  A ntony  a r e  on Pompey’ s  g a l l e y ,

Menas w h i s p e r s  t o  Pompey a  s u g g e s t i o n :

T hese  t h r e e  w o r l d - s h a r e r s , t h e s e  c o m p e t i t o r s ,
Are i n  t h y  v e s s e l :  l e t  u s  c u t  t h e  c a b l e ;
And, when we a r e  p u t  o f f ,  f a l l  t o  t h e i r  t h r o a t s ;
A l l  t h e n  i s  t h i n e . ' 1

The s e a  was a  d a n g e r o u s  p l a c e  t o  be, even  a s  t h e  g u e s t  o f

Pompey on h i s  s h i p .  The d a n g e r s  i n  t h i s  p l a y  a r e  m o s t ly

r e a l  s e a  d a n g e r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  im a g e ry  a s  i n  some o f

t h e  o t h e r  p l a y s .  Mark A ntony  p r e p a r e s  t o  f i g h t  C a e s a r  i n
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a  s e a - b a t t l e  and  a s o l d i e r  w a rn s  h im , "Do n o t  f i g h t  a t

s e a ;  /  T r u s t  n o t  t o  r o t t e n  p l a n k s . n72 A f t e r  a  s e a - f i g h t

b e tw e e n  C a e s a r  and  A n tony , S c a r u s  d e s c r i b e s  i t :

On o u r  s i d e  l i k e  t h e  t o k e n ’ d p e s t i l e n c e
Where d e a t h  i s  s u r e .  Yon r i b a u d r e d  nag  o f  E g y p t , ~
Whom l e p r o s y  o ’e r t a k e ! — i ’ t h e  m id s t  o ’ t h e  f i g h t ,  
When v a n ta g e  l i k e  a  p a i r  o f  t w i n s  a p p e a r ’ d ,
B o th  a s  t h e  sam e, o r  r a t h e r  o u r s  t h e  e l d e r , —
The b r e e s e  upon h e r ,  l i k e  a  cow i n  J u n e , —
H o i s t s  s a i l s  an d  f l i e s .

She o n c e  b e in g  l o o f t ,
The n o b le  r u i n  o f  h e r  m a g ic ,  A n to n y ,
C la p s  on h i s  s e a - w in g ,  a n d ,  l i k e  a  d o t i n g  m a l l a r d ,  
L e a v in g  t h e  f i g h t  i n  h e i g h t ,  f l i e s  a f t e r  h e r :
I  n e v e r  saw an  a c t i o n  o f  s u c h  sham e;
E x p e r i e n c e ,  manhood, h o n o u r ,  n e ' e r  b e f o r e  
D id v i o l a t e  so  i t s e l f .

The s e a - f i g h t s  a r e  a  r e m in d e r  o f  E n g la n d ’ s  p r e c a r i o u s  po­

s i t i o n  a s  an  i s l a n d  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  e n c o u n te r e d  

b y  th e  v o y a g e r s .

The v o y a g es  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  to o k  men away f ro m  

t h e i r  s w e e t h e a r t s ,  w iv e s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  p a r e n t s ,  an d  f r i e n d s .  

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  some 

o f  t h e  c o l o n i z e r s  s t a r t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  

them  o r  s e n t  f o r  them  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  t h e m s e lv e s  s e t t l e d  

i n  t h e  New W orld . O th e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  homes i n  

E n g lan d  a f t e r  a  s i n g l e  v o y ag e  a n d  n e v e r  s e t  f o r t h  o n  th e  

s e a  a g a i n .  And s t i l l  o t h e r s  n e v e r  saw t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

a g a i n .  Some o f  t h e  p l a y s  p i c k  up  t h i s  them e o f  s e p a r ­

a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  t h e  r e p e a t e d  s i t u a t i o n  o f  a  f a m i ly  s e p ­

a r a t e d ,  u s u a l l y  by  t h e  s e a .  I n  The Comedy o f  E r r o r s , two
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s e t s  o f  t w i n s — A n t ip h o lu s  o f  E phesu s  and  A n t ip h o lu s  o f  

S y r a c u s e ,  Dromio o f  E p h esu s  and  Dromio o f  S y r a c u s e — h av e  

b e e n  s e p a r a t e d  by  a  s h ip w r e c k  an d  Aegeon h a s  b e en  s e p a ­

r a t e d  f ro m  one o f  h i s  tw in  s o n s ,  a n d  fro m  h i s  w i f e ,

A e m i l i a .  Aegeon s a y s :

Our h e l p f u l  s h i p  was s p l i t t e d  i n  t h e  m id s t ;
So t h a t ,  i n  t h i s  u n j u s t  d i v o r c e  o f  u s ,
F o r tu n e  h a d  l e f t  t o  b o th  o f  u s  a l i k e  
What t o  d e l i g h t  i n ,  w h a t  t o  s o r ro w  f o r . ' ^ -

T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  p l a y  A egeon ’ s  o p e n in g  d i r g e  o f  s e a  s o r ro w  

l i n g e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  know ledge  o f  h i s  im p e n d in g  

d e a t h  s e n t e n c e .  Y et a g a i n s t  t h i s  t r a g e d y ,  t h e r e  i s  m ar­

v e l o u s  comedy an d  a t  t h e  e n d ,  when one o f  t h e  t w i n s  d o e s  

n o t  r e c o g n i z e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  an  echo  o f  t h e  

t e m p e s t  i n  A e g eo n ’s  w o rd s— " c r a c k 'd "  and  " s p l i t t e d . "

Not know my v o ic e !  0 t i m e ’s  e x t r e m i t y ,
H a s t  t h o u  so  c r a c k ’d an d  s p l i t t e d  my p o o r  to n g u e  
I n  s e v e n  s h o r t  y e a r s ,  t h a t  h e r e  my o n ly  so n
Knows n o t  my f e e b l e  k e y  o f  u n tu n e d  c a r e s ?

I n  t h i s  p l a y ,  a s  i n  P e r i c l e s  and  i n  The W i n t e r ’ s  T a l e  a  tern

p e s t  i s  j o i n e d  w i t h  a  t a l e  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  c h i l d r e n .  P e r ­

i c l e s  l e a v e s  h i s  n ew -b o rn  c h i l d ,  who was b o rn  d u r i n g  a  

t e m p e s t ,  w i t h  C leo n  and  D ionyza  an d  s a y s :

My g e n t l e  babe  M a r i n a , —whom 
F o r  sh e  was b o r n  a t  s e a ,  I  h av e  named s o ,  h e r e
I  c h a rg e  y o u r  c h a r i t y  w i t h a l ,  l e a v i n g  
The i n f a n t  i n  y o u r  c a r e  . . .7 °

I n  The W i n t e r ’ s  T a l e . Anbigpnus s a i l s  away from  S i c i l i a  w i t h
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A ntigonu s. Come, poore babe;
I have Heard (but not beieev’d) the Spirits o’th’dead 
May. wallce againe:

P i g ,  3 0 ,  The W i n t e r r a T a l e , A c t I I I ,  a c .  i i i .  Prom 
L im i te d  E d i t i o n s  ^ lu b  e d i t i o n .
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t h e  i n f a n t  c h i l d  who, d u r in g  a  s e a - s t o r m ,  i s  l e f t  upon  

t h e  s h o r e  o f  B ohem ia. W ith a  b ro k en  h e a r t ,  A n t ig o n u s  

c r i e s  a s  he  l e a v e s :

The s to rm  b e g i n s : - - p o o r  w r e t c h ,  
T h a t ,  f o r  t h y  m o th e r ’s  f a u l t ,  a r t  t h u s  e x p o se d  
To l o s s  an d  w ha t may f o l l o w  . . .

. . . T hou’r t  l i k e  t o  have  
A l u l l a b y  to o  r o u g h : — I  n e v e r  saw 77
The h e a v e n s  so  dim by d a y . — A sa v a g e  c la m o u r!  —

Th e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  r e p e a t e d  image o f  new b o rn  b a b e s  t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  

r a g i n g  s e a .  F o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  im age may be  one  

o f  t h e  s e a  a s  l i f e  i t s e l f  on w hich  man em b ark s  a t  b i r t h ;  

f o r  E n g la n d ,  i t  may have  b e en  t h e  s e a  o f  s to rm y  s u f f e r i n g  

on w h ich  t h e  n ew -b o rn  c o l o n i e s  w ere  t o s s e d .

T h e re  a r e  o t h e r  s e p a r a t i o n s .  I n  T w e l f th  N i g h t , 

a  t e m p e s t  a g a i n  s e p a r a t e s  t w i n s — V io la  a n d  S e b a s t i a n — 

who come s e p a r a t e l y  t o  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  I l l y r i a .  The s e p a r a ­

t i o n  a t  s e a  i s  d e s c r i b e d  by  t h e  C a p ta in :

A s su re  y o u r s e l f ,  a f t e r  o u r  s h i p  d i d  s p l i t ,
When y o u , and  t h o s e  p o o r  number s a v e d  w i t h  y o u ,
Hung on  o u r  d r i v i n g  b o a t ,  I  saw y o u r  b r o t h e r ,
Most p r o v i d e n t  i n  p e r i l ,  b in d  h i m s e l f —
C ourage  and  hope b o th  t e a c h i n g  him  t h e  p r a c t i c e —
To a s t r o n g  m as t  t h a t  l i v e d  upon t h e  s e a ;
W here, l i k e  A r io n  on t h e  d o l p h i n ’ s  b a c k ,
I  saw him  h o l d  a c q u a in t a n c e  w i th  t h e  w aves 
So lo n g  a s  I  c o u ld  s e e . 7°

L a t e r ,  S e b a s t i a n  rem em bers t h e  h o r r o r  h e  saw: " . . .  some

h o u r  b e f o r e  you to o k  me from  t h e  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  s e a  was my

7^3 • 3 • 49-51 , 54-6 ^ l ,  2 . 9-17
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Act I. Scene II .
T h e r e  t h e y  h o i s t  u s ,  

T o  c r y  t o  t h e  s e a  t h a t  r o a r ' d  t o  u s ;  t o  s i g h  
T o  t h e  w i n d s ,  w h o s e  p i t y ,  s i g h i n g  b o o k  a g a i n ,  
D i d  u s  b u t  l o v i n g  w r o n g .

P i g .  3 1 .  The T e m p e s t .A c t  I ,  s c  
1 1 .  Prom  t h e  Swan E d i t i o n .
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s i s t e r  d r o w n ’ d . "79

P r o s p e r o ,  i n  The T e m p e s t , h a d  b e e n  c a s t  away on 

t h e  w a t e r s  and  rem oved f ro m  h i s  hom elan d  by  h i s  b r o t h e r .

He t e l l s  M iran d a :

. . . t h e y  h u r r i e d  u s  a b o a r d  a  b a r k ,  
B ore  us some l e a g u e s  t o  s e a ;  w h e re  t h e y  p r e p a r e d  
A r o t t e n  c a r c a s s  o f  a  b u t t ,  n o t  r i g g ’ d ,
Nor t a c k l e ,  s a i l ,  n o r  m a s t ;  t h e r e  t h e y  h o i s t  u s ,
To c ry  t o  t h e  s e a  t h a t  r o a r ’d t o  u s ;  t o  s i g h  
To th e  w in d s ,  who^'e p i t y ,  s i g h i n g  b a c k  a g a i n ,
D id  u s  b u t  l o v i n g  w ro n g . 80

I n  t h e  s to rm  F e r d in a n d  i s  s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  h i s  f a t h e r .  He 

s a y s ,  " . . .  w i t h  m ine e y e s ,  n e v e r  s i n c e  a t  e b b ,  h e l d /

The k in g  my f a t h e r  w r a c k t . " ^  P r o s p e r o  e x p l a i n s  t o  M ir ­

an d a  a b o u t  F e r d in a n d :

T h is  g a l l a n t  w h ich  t h o u  s e e ’ s t
Was i n  t h e  w ra c k ;  a n d ,  b u t  h e ’s  s o m e th in g  s t a i n ’d 
W ith  g r i e f ,  t h a t ' s  b e a u t y ' s  c a n k e r ,  t h o u  m i g h t s t  

c a l l  him
A g o o d ly  p e r s o n :  he  h a t h  l o s t ^ b i s  f e l l o w s ,
And s t r a y s  a b o u t  t o  f i n d  'e m . ^

I n  The Two G en tlem en  o f  V e r o n a , V a l e n t i n e  e n ­

t r e a t s  P r o t e u s  t o  accom pany  h im  "To s e e  t h e  w o n d e rs  o f
S3-t h e  w o r ld  a b r o a d , "  a n d  t h e  s e a  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  l o v e r s ,  

P r o t e u s  and  J u l i a ,  j u s t  a s  t h e i r  lo v e  b e g i n s .  J u l i a  

w i s h e s  t o  f o l l o w  P r o t e u s  b u t  i s  t o l d  " A l a s ,  t h e  way i s  

w e a r iso m e  and l o n g ! " ^  I n  As You L ik e  I t . O r la n d o  s e p ­

a r a t e s  h i m s e l f  f ro m  h i s  b r o t h e r  O l i v e r ;  t h e  s e n i o r  Duke, 

l i v i n g  i n  b a n is h m e n t ,  i s  s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  h i s  b r o t h e r  Duke 

F r e d e r i c k ;  and  C e l i a  s e p a r a t e s  h e r s e l f  f ro m  F r e d e r i c k  who 

i s  h e r  f a t h e r .  T hese  s e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  a l l  a c h i e v e d  by
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t h e  a c t o r s  t r a v e l i n g  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  F o r e s t  o f  

A rd e n .  R o s a l in d  s a y s  T o u c h s to n e  w ould  "be a  c o m fo r t  

t o  o u r  t r a v e l , ” ^5 ancj C e l i a  a n s w e r s ,  " H e ' l l  go a lo n g  

o ’ e r  t h e  w id e  w o r ld  w i t h  m e ." ^ ^  D u r in g  t h e i r  t r a v e l s ,
37

T o u c h s to n e  s a y s  " t r a v e l l e r s  m ust  be  c o n t e n t ” w i t h  t h e i r  

h a r d s h i p s .  Though t h e r e  i s  no w a t e r  o r  s e a - s t o r m  t h a t  

s e p a r a t e s  t h e  two s e t s  o f  b r o t h e r s  a n d  th e  d a u g h te r s  

f ro m  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  i n  t h i s  p l a y ,  when t h e  h ap p y  r e u n i o n  

i n  A c t  5 i s  h i g h l i g h t e d  by  f o u r  m a r r i a g e s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  

i n t e r e s t i n g  comment f ro m  J a q u e s  t h a t : ;
o

T h e re  i s ,  s u r e ,  a n o t h e r  f l o o d  to w a rd ,  a n d  t h e s e  
c o u p le s  a r e  com ing t o  t h e  a r k . ° °

We h a v e  n o t  c o m p l e t e ly  e s c a p e d  t h e  s e a ,  th o u g h  t h e  r e f e r ­

e n c e  i s  i n  im a g e ry  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  f a c t .  The same J a c q u e s  

c a l l s  m a r r i a g e  a  " lo n g  voyage!’ The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  s e a  

i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  im a g e ry  i s  a s  p r e v a l e n t  a s  i n  t h e  p l o t s  

a n d  i n c i d e n t s  a n d  w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  c h a p t e r .

On t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  d i s p e r s i o n ,  i t  s h o u ld  be n o te d  

t h a t  a r m i e s  a r e  a l s o  s e p a r a t e d  by  t h e  s e a .  At t h e  end  o f  

A c t 4  i n  K ing  R i c h a r d  t h e  T h i r d , a  m e s se n g e r  r u s h e s  i n  

a n d  a n n o u n c e s :  "The B r e to n  n a v y  i s  d i s p e r s e d  by  t e m p e s t . "^9  

The t e m p e s t  i n  w h ic h  O t h e l l o  fo un d  h i m s e l f  c a u s e d  

"A s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  f l e e t . "90
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The d e s p e r a t e  te m p e s t  h a t h  so  b a n g ’d t h e  T u r k s ,
T h a t  t h e i r  d e s ig n m e n t  h a l t s :  a  n o b l e  s h i p  o f  V e n ic e  
H a th  s e e n  a  g r i e v o u s  w ra ck  and  s u f f e r a n c e  
On most p a r t  o f  t h e i r  f l e e t . 91

O th e r  a rm ie s  a r e  d i s p e r s e d .  H a s t i n g s ,  i n  K ing R ic h a r d

t h e  F o u r th  P a r t  I I . c r i e s :

My l o r d ,  o u r  army i s  d i s p e r s e d  a l r e a d y :
L ik e  y o u t h f u l  s t e e r s  u n y o k e d , t h e y  t a k e  t h e i r  

c o u r s e
E a s t ,  w e s t ,  n o r t h ,  s o u t h  . . .^

And a g a i n ,  i n  t h e  w ords o f  K ing  H enry :

Thus s t a n d s  my s t a t e ,  ’t w i x t  Cade a n d  Y ork d i s t r e s t ;  
L ik e  a  s h i p  t h a t ,  h a v in g  s c a p e d  a  t e m p e s t ,
I s  s t r a i g h t w a y  c a lm ’ d and  b o a rd e d  w i t h  a  p i r a t e i .
B ut now i s  Cade d r i v e n  b a c k ,  h i s  men d i s p e r s e d .

I n  t h i s  sp e e c h  t h r e e  s e a  p e r i l s — t e m p e s t ,  p i r a t e ,  d i s ­

p e r s i o n — a r e  m e n t io n e d  i n  t h r e e  l i n e s .

From a l l  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  s e a — t e m p e s t s ,  p i r ­

a t e s ,  s e a - b a t t l e s — from  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s  an d  

t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  a r m i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h e  end u s u a l l y  

some fo rm  o f  d e l i v e r a n c e . I n  t h e  s t o r i e s  m e n t io n e d  

h e r e  t h a t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  s e p a r a t i o n s  o f  f a m i l i e s  t h e r e  

a r e  hap py  e n d in g s  o f  r e u n i o n s  a n d  m a r r i a g e s .  Aegeon 

i s  u n i t e d  w i th  h i s  w i f e  an d  s o n s .  T h e re  i s  a  jo y o u s  

c e l e b r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  two D rom ios go o f f  t o g e t h e r  h a p ­

p i l y ,  a s  t h e  s t o r y  e n d s . P e r i c l e s ,  h i s  queen , and  

d a u g h t e r  a r e  d e l i v e r e d  from  c a l a m i t y  a n d  r e u n i t e d  i n  

j o y . .  P e r i c l e s  i s  overcom e w i t h  h a p p i n e s s :

L e s t  t h i s  g r e a t  s e a  o f  j o y s  r u s h i n g  upon  me 
O’ e r b e a r  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  my m o r t a l i t y ,
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Pericles. Now blessing on thee, rise, thou art my child, j,

g ig .  32. E e r lc l e a . Act V, s c . i i .  Prom L im ited
E d itio n s  Citib e d i t  io n .
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And drow n me w i t h  t h e i r  s w e e t n e s s . — 0 ,  come 

h i t h e r ,
Thou t h a t  b e g e t t ’s t  h im  t h a t  d i d  t h e e  b e g e t ;
Thou t h a t  w a s t  b o r n  a t  § § a ,  b u r i e d  a t  T a r s u s ,
And f o u n d  a t  s e a  a g a i n ! 95

P e r d i t a  i s  r e u n i t e d  w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s  and  m a r r i e s  F l o r i -

z e l .  The e n t i r e  c o u r t  o f  C i c i l i a  i s  happ y  i n  a  s p r i n g -
96t im e  o f  r e j o i c i n g .  V i o l a  w e lcom es h e r  l o s t  b r o t h e r

an d  t h e  duke r e a l i z e s  t h a t  sh e  i s  t h e  one he  r e a l l y
* '

l o v e s .  T w e l f th  N ig h t  e n d s  i n  f i n a l  j o y  and  a l l  s h a r e  

" i n  t h i s  m ost  hap p y  w r a c k . ” 97 " J o u r n e y s  end i n  l o v e r s ’
98

m e e t i n g , ” s i n g s  C low n. They a r e  s e a - j o u r n e y s ,  t h e  

s t o r m - t o s s e d  l i f e  o f  man v o y a g in g  i n  s e a r c h  o f  p a r a d i s e  

on e a r t h .

P r o s p e r o  f o r g i v e s  a l l  t h o s e  who c o n s p i r e d  

a g a i n s t  h im , M ira n d a  m a r r i e s  F e r d i n a n d ,  and  a l l  s a i l  

o f f  t o  a  h a p p i e r  l i f e .  P r o s p e r o  p r o m is e s  "c a lm  s e a s ,  

a u s p i c i o u s  g a l e s ,  /  And s a i l  so  e x p e d i t i o u s ,  t h a t  s h a l l  

c a t c h  /  Your r o y a l  f l e e t  f a r  o f f . ” 99 L ove, r e c o n c i l i a ­

t i o n ,  and h a p p i n e s s  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  a  s t r a n g e ,  f a r a w a y ,  

new l a n d ,  w h ic h  i n  t h i s  p l a y  seem s s t r o n g l y  t o  s u g g e s t  

A m e r ic a .

The Two G en tlem en  o f  V ero na  e n d s  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l ­

i a r  fo rm u la  w h e r e in  a l l  t h e  l o v e r s  a r e  u n i t e d  and  a l l  

m is b e h a v io r s  a r e  f o r g i v e n .  M a r r i a g e ,  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  

f o r g i v e n e s s ,  r e u n i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  o f  d e l ­

i v e r a n c e  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s c e n e s  o f  A l l ’ s  W e ll  t h a t  

Ends W e l l . M easure  f o r  M easu re  . and  As You L ik e  i t .
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T h ere  a r e  a l s o  o t h e r  k in d s  o f  d e l i v e r a n c e ,  s u c h  

a s  t h e  C a p u le t s  an d  t h e  M ontagues b e in g  d e l i v e r e d  from  

t h e i r  f a m i l y  h a t r e d s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r .  Too l a t e ,  a f t e r  

t h e  d e a t h s  o f  Romeo an d  J u l i e t ,  t h e y  o f f e r  t h e i r  f r i e n d ­

s h i p  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  an d  t h e  two f a t h e r s  c l a s p  h a n d s  w i t h  

b i t t e r  r e g r e t  o v e r  t h e i r  l o s s .  I n  T i t u s  A n d r o n ic u s . 

L u c iu s  becom es a  " g r a c i o u s  g o v e rn o r "  t o  a  c i t y  t h a t  h a s  

b e e n  t o r n  by  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e  p l a y  e n d s  w i t h  Rome once 

more a t  p e a c e .  A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  M acbeth  and G e r t r u d e ,  

t h e  young  p r i n c e  becom es t h e  new k in g  o f  S c o t l a n d  and 

p e a c e  comes a g a i n  t o  S c o t l a n d .  Timon o f  A th en s  e n d s  

w i t h  T im on*s " f a u l t s  f o r g i v e n "  and p e a c e  comes t o  th e  

c i t y  o f  A th e n s .

I n  t h e  f i n a l  s c e n e  o f  C y m b e l in e . t h e  K in g  f i n d s  

h i s  two s o n s  a g a i n  and  f o r g i v e s  B e l a r i u s  f o r  s t e a l i n g  

th e m . He r e c e i v e s  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a i n o u s  

I a c h im o ,  l i s t e n s  t o  t h e  re m o rse  o f  Posthum us an d  s e e  

Im ogen r e u n i t e d  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d .  He makes f r i e n d s  a g a i n  

w i t h  t h e  Roman a m b a s s a d o r  a n d  Rome an d  B r i t a i n  w i l l  be 

" f r i e n d l y  t o g e t h e r "  an d  p e a c e  and  p l e n t y  w i l l  come a g a i n  

t o  t h e  l a n d .

The same r e u n i o n s  an d  r e j o i c i n g  t h a t  a re  i n  t h e  

p l a y s  w e re  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c e n e s  i n  w h ich  t h e  v o y a g e r s  r e ­

t u r n e d  from  t h e i r  p e r i l o u s  a d v e n t u r e s  and  w ere  r e u n i t e d  

w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  And t h e  p eace  and  d e l i v e r a n c e  t h a t  

we s e e  i n  t h e  p l a y s  were t h e  same a s  t h a t  w hich  came t o
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E n g la n d  a f t e r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  Armada w hich  

was a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  S p a i n ' s  s t r e n g t h  

by  t h e  e x p l o r e r s .  Once t h e  r e a d e r  i s  aw are  o f  t h e s e  

f o r c e s  w h ich  I  have  p o i n t e d  o u t — d i s t a n c e ,  d a n g e r ,  d i s ­

p e r s i o n ,  and  d e l i v e r a n c e — i t  may be t h a t  a  r e r e a d i n g  

o f  t h e  p l a y s  w ould  r e v e a l  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  some new i n ­

s i g h t s  and  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  

a w a re n e s s  and  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  h i s  t i m e .



CHAPTER IV

SEA IMAGERY: TEMPESTS, TARS, TRADE, AND TREASURE

The s e a  e x e r c i s e d  a  p r o fo u n d  i n f l u e n c e  on S h a k e ­

s p e a r e ’ s  w r i t i n g  n o t  j u s t  a s  an  o b j e c t  s u g g e s t i n g  a c t u a l  

e v e n t s  and  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b u t  a l s o  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  v i v i d  

im a g e ry  and  o f  s t r i k i n g  sy m b o l.  O f te n  man i s  im aged  a s  

a  v o y a g e r  on a  ro u g h ,  t o s s i n g '  s e a ;  h i s  f a t e  i s  a  s e r i e s  

o f  r i s i n g  and  e b b in g  t i d e s  o v e r  w h ich  he  h a s  no c o n t r o l ;  

a n d  t h e  f r a i l  s h i p  on w h ich  he  s a i l s  t h r o u g h  l i f e  i s  o f t e n  

i n a d e q u a t e  t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  d a n g e r s  he  f a c e s .  A sp e e c h

s p r i n k l e d  w i t h  s e a - im a g e r y  and  s e a  v e n t u r e s  i f  g iv e n  by

B r u tu s  when he t e l l s  C a s s iu s  he  w a n ts  t o  m arch  f o r t h  and

m eet t h e  enemy:

T h e re  i s  a  t i d e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  men,
W hich, t a k e n  a t  t h e  f l o o d ,  l e a d s  on t o  f o r t u n e ;
O m i t te d ,  a l l  t h e  voyage o f  t h e i r  l i f e  
I s  bound i n  s h a l lo w s  and  i n  m i s e r i e s .
And we m ust t a k e  t h e  c u r r e n t  when i t  s e r v e s ,
Or l o s e  o u r  v e n t u r e s . !

And C o r i o l a n u s  re m in d s  h i s  m o th e r  t h a t  sh e  u s e d  t o  s a y ,

" T h a t ,  when t h e  s e a  was ca lm , a l l  b o a t s  a l i k e  /  Show’ d

m a s t e r s h i p  i n  f l o a t i n g . " 2

One o f  t h e  m ost f r e q u e n t  s e a - im a g e s  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e

t e m p e s t .  I  w i l l  r e v ie w  some o f  t h e  t e m p e s t - i m a g e r y  t h a t  a p ­

p e a r s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  p l a y s ,  an  im a g e ry  t h a t  i s  a l s o  a s

1JC 4 .  3 .  217-23 24 .  1 .  6 -7
268



269

p r e v a l e n t  i n  a l l  t h e  co m e d ie s  and  a l l  t h e  t r a g e d i e s

a s  i t  i s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i e s .

K ing  J o h n  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a  m e d ie v a l  k in g  o f

E n g la n d  who h a d  a  b lo o d y  and  d i s a s t r o u s  r e i g n .  O u ts id e

t h e  F r e n c h  tow n o f  A n g i e r s ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  a r e  a s k e d  t o

d e c i d e  i f  A r t h u r  o r  J o h n  i s  t h e  t r u e  k in g  o f  E n g la n d .

K ing  J o h n  a s k s :

F r a n c e ,  h a s t  t h o u  y e t  more b l o o d  t o  c a s t  away?
S a y ,  s h a l l  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  o u r  r i g h t  r u n  on?
Whose p a s s a g e ,  v e x t  w i t h  t h y  im p e d im e n t ,
S h a l l  l e a v e  h i s  n a t i v e  c h a n n e l ,  and  o ’ e r s w e l l  
W ith  c o u r s e  d i s t u r b ’d ev en  t h y  c o n f i n i n g  s h o r e s ,  
U n le s s  t h o u  l e t  h i s  s i l v e r  w a t e r  keep  
A p e a c e f u l  p r o g r e s s  t o  t h e  o c e a n . 3

The c i t i z e n s  m e r e ly  r e p l y  t h e y  a r e  t h e  t ru e -  s u b j e c t s  o f

t h e  k i n g ,  w h o e v e r  he  may b e .  Then a  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  made:

l e t  Queen E l i n o r ’ s  n i e c e  m arry  t h e  F re n c h  k i n g ’s so n  and

u n i t e  t h e  two k in g d o m s .

0 ,  two s u c h  s i l v e r  c u r r e n t s ,  w hen th e y  j o i n ,
Do g l o r i f y  t h e  b a n k s  t h a t  bound  them  i n ;
And tw o s u c h  s h o r e s  t o  two s u c h  s t r e a m s  made o n e ,  
Two s u c h  c o n t r o l l i n g  bounds s h a l l  you b e ,  k in g s  
To t h e s e  two p r i n c e s ,  i f  you  m a r r y  them .
T h i s  u n io n  s h a l l  do more t h a n  b a t t e r y  c a n  
To o u r  f a s t - c l o s e d  g a t e s ;  f o r ,  a t  t h i s  m a tch ,
W ith  s w i f t e r  s p l e e n  t h a n  pow der c a n  e n f o r c e ,
The m outh  o f  p a s s a g e  s h a l l  we f l i n g  w ide  ope ,
And g i v e  y o u  e n t r a n c e :  b u t  w i t h o u t  t h i s  m atch ,
The s e a  e n r a g e d  i s  n o t  h a l f  so  d e a f , 4

A f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  a t  A n g i e r s ,  t h e  F r e n c h  King P h i l i p  b e ­

moans t h e  E n g l i s h  v i c t o r y :

S o , b y  a  r o a r i n g  t e m p e s t  on t h e  f l o o d ,
A w h o le  a rm ado o f  c o n v e n te d  s a i l  
I s  s c a t t e r ’d and  d i s j o i n ’d f ro m  f e l l o w s h i p . ^

32 . 1 . 334-40 42 . 1 . 441-51 53 . 4 . 1-3
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The s t o r y  o f  K ing R i c h a r d  t h e  S econ d  i s  o f  t h e

d i s p o s i t i o n  and  m u rd e r  o f  a  k i n g .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  s c e n e

K ing  R ic h a r d  l i s t e n s  t o  t h e  a rg u m e n t  b e tw e e n  H enry  B o l -

i n g b r o k e  and t h e  Duke o f  N o r f o lk :

H igh  s to m a c h 'd  a r e  t h e y  b o t h ,  and  f u l l  o r  i r e ,
I n  r a g e  d e a f  a s  t h e  s e a ,  h a s t y  a s  f i r e . °

A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Jo h n  o f  G a u n t ,  t h e  n o b l e s  grow i n c r e a s ­

i n g l y  r e s t i v e  u n d e r  R i c h a r d ' s  t y r a n n y .  The e a r l  o f  N o r th ­

u m b e r la n d  c r i e s :

. . . m ost  d e g e n e r a t e  k in g !  
B u t ,  l o r d s ,  we h e a r  t h i s  f e a r f u l  t e m p e s t  s i n g ,
Y et s e e k  no s h e l t e r  t o  a v o id  t h e  s to r m ;
We s e e  t h e  w ind  s e t  s o r e  upon  o u r  s a i l s ,
And y e t  we s t r i k e  n o t ,  b u t  s e c u r e l y  p e r i s h .

L o rd  R oss  a d d s :

We s e e  t h e  v e r y  w rack  t h a t  we m ust s u f f e r ;
And u n a v o id e d  i s  th e  d a n g e r  now, 7
F o r  s u f f e r i n g  so  th e  c a u s e s  o f  o u r  w r a c k . '

o
L a t e r ,  K ing R ic h a r d ,  aw are o f  a  r e b e l l i o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e

i n  E n g la n d ,  i s  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  h e a v e n  w ou ld  n e v e r  p e r m i t

a n  a n o i n t e d  k in g  t o  be  d e s t r o y e d .

Not a l l  t h e  w a t e r  i n  t h e  ro u g h  r u d e  s e a ^
Can wash th e  b a lm  fro m  an  a n o i n t e d  k i n g

H is  l o y a l  n o b l e s  c a n n o t  s t i r  R i c h a r d  f ro m  h i s  e x a l t e d

p o s i t i o n .  S i r  S te p h e n  S c ro o p  s a y s :

G lad  I  am t h a t  y o u r  h i g h n e s s  i s  so  a r m 'd  
To b e a r  t h e  t i d i n g s  o f  c a l a m i t y .
L ik e  an  u n s e a s o n a b le  s to rm y  d a y ,
Which makes t h e  s i l v e r  r i v e r s  drown t h e i r  s h o r e s ,
As i f  t h e  w o r ld  were a l l  d i s s o l v e d  i n  t e a r s ;

61 . 1 . lB -9  72 . 1 . 262-9 63 . 2 . 54-5
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So h i g h  abo ve  t h e  l i m i t s  s w e l l s  t h e  r a g e  
Of B o l in g b r o k e  . . . °

K ing  H enry  t h e  F o u r th  P a r t  I  b e g in s  a  y e a r  a f t e r  

R i c h a r d ’ s  d e a t h  and  c o n c e rn s  a  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  w e s t  o f  

E n g la n d  a g a i n s t  K ing H e n ry ’ s c ro w n . I n  t h i s  p l a y  t h e r e  

i s  one o f  t h e  p a s s a g e s  i n  w h ic h  th e  s e a  i s  u s e d  a s  a  

sym bol o f  human l i f e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f a i l u r e s  and  s u c ­

c e s s e s  o f  human f o r t u n e s  and  t h e  h o p es  and  d e s p a i r s  o f  

human f e e l i n g s ,  t h e  ups  an d  downs o f  l i f e  w h ic h  a r e  s im ­

i l a r  t o  t h e  m o t io n s  o f  t h e  t i d e s .  P r i n c e  H a l  s a y s  t o  

F a l s t a f f :

. . . t h e  f o r t u n e  o f  u s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  m o o n 's  men 
d o th  ebb  and  f lo w  l i k e  t h e  s e a ,  b e in g  g o v e r n 'd ,  
a s  t h e  s e a  i s ,  by  t h e  moon. . . . now i n  a s  low 
an  ebb  a s  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  l a d d e r ,  and  by  and  b y ­
i n  a s  h i g h  a  f lo w  a s  t h e  r i d g e  o f  t h e  g a l l o w s .  ■

P a r t  Two c o n t i n u e s  t h e  s t o r y  a n d  c l o s e s  w i t h  t h e  d e a t h  

o f  K ing H en ry  an d  t h e  c ro w n in g  o f  P r i n c e  H a l .  I n  t h e  

f i r s t  a c t ,  t h e  E a r l  o f  N o r th u m b e r la n d ,  who f a i l e d  t o  

a i d  h i s  so n  H o t s p u r ,  l e a r n s  o f  h i s  d e a t h  on t h e  b a t t l e ­

f i e l d  o f  t h e  S c o t t i s h  r e b e l l i o n ;  h i s  " t r a d e  w i t h  d a n g e r , "  

h i s  l i f e - v o y a g e  on " d a n g e ro u s  s e a s "  i s  o v e r .  L ord  

B a rd o lp h  s a y s :

We a l l  t h a t  a r e  en g ag ed  t o  t h i s  l o s s
Knew t h a t  we v e n t u r e d  on su c h  d a n g e ro u s  s e a s ,
T h a t  i f  we w ro u g h t  o u t  l i f e ,  ' t w a s  t e n  t o  one ;
And y e t  we v e n t u r e d ,  f o r  t h e  g a in  p ro p o s e d  
Choked t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  l i k e l y  p e r i l  f e a r ' d ;

I n  t h e  r o y a l  p a l a c e  a t  W e s tm in s t e r ,  K ing  H enry  i s  i l l ,

?3 . 2 . 105-11 1 °1 . 2 . 32-6  H i .  1 . 180-4
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and  s l e e p l e s s  w i t h  c o n c e rn  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h i s  k ingdom .

He a d d r e s s e s  s l e e p :

W il t  t h o u  upon t h e  h i g h  a n d  g id d y  m as t
S e a l  up t h e  s h i p - b o y ’ s  e y e s ,  an d  r o c k  h i s  b r a i n s
I n  c r a d e l  o f  t h e  r u d e  im p e r io u s  s u r g e ,
And i n  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  w in d s ,
Who t a k e  t h e  r u f f i a n  b i l l o w s  b y  t h e  t o p ,
C u r l in g  t h e i r  m o n s t r o u s  h e a d s ,  and  h a n g in g  them  
W ith  d e a f e n i n g  c la m o u r  i n  t h e  s l i p p e r y  s h r o u d s ,
T h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  h u r l y ,  d e a t h  i t s e l f  a w a k e s ? —
C a n s t  t h o u ,  0 p a r t i a l  s l e e p ,  g i v e  t h y  r e p o s e  
To t h e  w et s e a - b o y  i n  a n  h o u r  so  r u d e ;
And i n  t h e  c a l m e s t  an d  m ost s t i l l e s t  n i g h t ,
W ith  a l l  a p p l i a n c e s  a n d  m eads t o  b o o t ,
Deny i t  t o  a  k i n g ? 12

A f t e r  K ing H e n ry ’ s  d e a t h ,  P r i n c e  H a l  becom es K ing  Henry

t h e  F i f t h .  The new k i n g  a s k s  t h e  c h i e f ' j u s t i c e ,  who once

had  o c c a s io n  t o  se n d  P r i n c e  H a l  t o  p r i s o n ,  t o  be  h i s

c h i e f  a d v i s e r  now.

The t i d e  o f  b lo o d  i n  me 
Hath  p r o u d ly  f l o w ’ d i n  v a n i t y  t i l l  now:
Now d o th  i t  t u r n ,  an d  ebb  b a c k  t o  s e a .
Where i t  s h a l l  m in g le  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  o f  f l o o d s ,
And f lo w  h e n c e f o r t h  i n  f o r m a l  m a j e s t y . 1-'

K ing H enry  t h e  F i f t h  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  P r i n c e  H al 

a s  k in g  o f  E n g la n d .  The p l a y  d e a l s  w i th  h i s  m i l i t a r y  e x ­

p e d i t i o n  t o  F r a n c e .  At f i r s t  he h e s i t a t e s  t o  go t o  F ra n c e  

f o r  f e a r  t h e  S c o t s  w i l l  i n v a d e  E n g la n d  w h i l e  h e  i s  g o n e .

The A rc h b is h o p  o f  C a n te r b u r y  r e a s s u r e s  h im . He re m in d s  

t h e  k in g  o f  t h e  t im e  when t h e  K ing  o f  S c o t s  w e n t  t o  F ra n c e

To f i l l  K ing  E d w ard ’ s  Fame w i t h  p r i s o n e r  k i n g s  
And make h e r  c h r o n i c l e  a s  r i c h  w i t h  p r a i s e  
As i s  t h e  o oze  a n d  b o t to m  o f  t h e  s e a  - .
W ith su n k e n  w ra ck  an d  s u m le s s  t r e a s u r i e s .  ^

123. 1 . 18-30 x3 5 . 2 . 129-33 141 . 2 . 163-6
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A f t e r  h i s  v i c t o r y  i n  F r a n c e ,  K ing  H enry  r e t u r n s  b r i e f l y  

t o  E n g la n d  w here  he  i s  g iv e n  a  h e r o ’ s  w e lcom e. T hen he  

r e t u r n s  t o  F ra n c e  t o  s t a r t  p e a c e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  The 

C horus  c h a n t s :

Now we b e a r  t h e  k in g  
Toward C a l a i s :  g r a n t  him  t h e r e ;  t h e r e  s e e n ,
Heave h im  away upon y o u r  w inged  t h o u g h t s  
A th w a r t  t h e  s e a .  B e h o ld ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  b e a c h  
P a l e s  i n  t h e  f l o o d  w i t h  men, w i th  w iv e s  and  b o y s ,
Whose s h o u t s  and  c l a p s  o u t - v o i c e  t h e  d e e p - m o u th ’d s e a ,  
W hich, l i k e  a  m ig h ty  w h i f f l e r  ’f o r e  t h e  k i n g ,
Seems t o  p r e p a r e  h i s  w a y .1 '

B u t e v e n  t h i s  happy  k in g  knows t h e  o c e a n  o f  w o r l d - g l o r y

w i l l  n o t  b r i n g  him  p e a c e  o f  m ind , " t h e  t i d e  o f  ppmp, /

T h a t  b e a t s  upon t h e  h i g h  s h o r e  o f  t h i s  w o r l d , c a n n o t

g iv e  a  k i n g  q u i e t  r e s t .

The t h r e e  p a r t s  o f  K ing  H enry t h e  S i x t h  d e a l  

c h i e f l y  w i t h  c i v i l  w a r— t h e  Wars o f  t h e  R o s e s .  I n  P a r t  I  

a f t e r  t h e  E a r l  o f  S u f f o l k  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  M a r g a re t  i n  g low ­

in g  t e r m s ,  t h e  young k i n g  d e c i d e s  t o  m a r ry  h e r .  He s a y s :

Your w ondrous r a r e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  n o b le  ea r} .,
Of b e a u te o u s  M a r g a r e t  h a t h  a s t o n i s h t  me:
Her v i r t u e s ,  g r a c e d  w i t h  e x t e r n a l  g i f t s ,
Do b r e e d  l o v e ' s  s e t t l e d  p a s s i o n s  i n  my h e a r t :
And l i k e  a s  r i g o u r  o f  t e m p e s tu o u s  g u s t s  
P ro v o k e s  th e  m i g h t i e s t  hulk a g a i n s t  t h e  t i d e ,
So am I  d r i v e n ,  b y  b r e a t h  o f  h e r  renow n ,
E i t h e r  t o  s u f f e r  s h ip w ra c k ,  o r  a r r i v e  
Where I  may h av e  f r u i t i o n  o f  h e r  l o v e . 1 '

l n  P a r t  I I . t h e  Duke o f  S u f f o l k  u r g e s  t h e  Duke o f  G l o s t e r

t o  r e s i g n  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  E n g la n d ,  he s a y s ,  i s  i n  a  b a d

s t a t e .

I 5 5. P r o .  6-13 •*■6 4 . 1 . 2 6 3 -9  1^ 5 . 5 . 1 - 9
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The com m onwealth h a t h  d a i l y  r u n  t o  w rack ;  .
The D aup h in  h a t h  p r e v a i l e d  beyond t h e  s e a s . 18

P a r t  I I I  c o n t i n u e s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  W ars o f  R o se s  u n t i l

i t  i s  c l im a x e d  b y  t h e  m u rd e r  o f  K ing  H enry  i n  t h e  Tower

o f  L ondon . P o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  p r i v a t e  d i s a s t e r  i s  o f t e n

im aged  a s  a  s h i p w r e c k .  Queen M a rg a r e t  m ee ts  t h e  re m n a n ts

o f  h e r  arm y n e a r  T ew ksbury  a f t e r  t h e  Y o r k i s t  Edward h a s

t a k e n  t h e  c ro w n .

G r e a t  l o r d s ,  w is e  men n e ’e r  s i t  and  w a i l  t h e i r  l o s s ,  
B u t c h e e r l y  s e e k  how t o  r e d r e s s  t h e i r  h a rm s .
What th o u g h  t h e  m as t  be  now b low n o v e r b o a r d ,
The c a b l e  b r o k e ,  t h e  h o l d i n g - a n c h o r  l o s t ,
And h a l f  o u r  s a i l o r s  s w a l lo w ’ d i n  t h e  f l o o d ?
Y et l i v e s  o u r  p i l o t  s t i l l :  i s ’ t  m eet t h a t  he 
S h o u ld  l e a v e  t h e  h e lm , a n d ,  l i k e  a  f e a r f u l  l a d ,
W ith  t e a r f u l  e y e s  ad d  w a t e r  t o  t h e  s e a ,
And g i v e  m ore s t r e n g t h  t o  t h a t  w h ich  h a t h  to o  much; 
W h i l e s ,  i n  h i s  moan, t h e  s h i p  s p l i t s  on t h e  r o c k ,  
W hich i n d u s t r y  an d  c o u ra g e  m ig h t  have  sa v e d ?

We w i l l  n o t  f rom  t h e  he lm  t o  s i t  an d  weep;
B ut k e e p  o u r  c o u r s e ,  th o u g h  t h e  ro u g h  w in d  s a y  n o ,
From s h e l v e s  and  r o c k s  t h a t  t h r e a t e n  us  w i t h  w ra c k .
As good  t o  c h id e  t h e  w aves a s  s p e a k  them  f a i r .
And w h a t i s  Edward b u t  a  r u t h l e s s  sea?
What C l a r e n c e  b u t  a  q u i c k s a n d  o f  d e c e i t ?
And R i c h a r d  b u t  a  r a g g e d  f a t a l  ro c k ?
A l l  t h e s e  t h e  e n e m ie s  t o  o u r  p o o r  b a r k .
Shy y o u  can  sw im ,— a l a s ,  ’ t i s  b u t  a w h i le !
T re a d  on t h e  s a n d , —why, t h e r e  you  q u i c k l y  s i n k ,  
B e s t r i d e  t h e  r o c k , — t h e  t i d e  w i l l  wash you  o f f ,
Or e l s e  y ou  f a m is h ;  t h a t ’ s  a t h r e e f o l d  d e a t h .
T h is  s p e a k  I ,  l o r d s ,  t o  l e t  you  u n d e r s t a n d ,
I f  c a s e  some one o f  you  w ou ld  f l y  from  u s ,
T h a t  t h e r e ’ s  no h o p e d - f o r  m ercy  w i t h  t h e  b r o t h e r s ,
More t h a n  w i t h  r u t h l e s s  w a v e s ,  w i t h  s a n d s ,  and  r o c k s .  ^

The c a lm s  a n d  s to r m s  and  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  s e a  a r e  l i k e  t h e

ca lm s and  s to r m s  and  d a n g e r s  o f  l i f e .  They come and  g o ,

lS l .  3 . 1.24-5 195. 4. 1-34
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b u t  t h e  t i d a l  movement i t s e l f  i s  a  p e rm a n e n t  f a c t o r .  I n  

some i n s t a n c e s  t h e  t i d a l  movement i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a n  i r ­

r e s i s t i b l e  power o f  f a t e  o r  p r o v i d e n c e  t o  w h ic h  we a r e  a l l  

s u b j e c t e d  and  a g a i n s t  w h ic h  i t  i s  u s e l e s s  t o  s t r u g g l e .  

"What f a t e s  im p o se , t h a t  men m ust n e e d s  a b i d e ;  /  I t  b o o t s  

n o t  t o  r e s i s t  b o th  w ind  a n d  t i d e . ” 2^  Qn t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  

K ing H enry  com pares t h e  human s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

b e tw een  w ind  and s e a :

T h is  b a t t l e  f a r e s  l i k e  t o  t h e  m o r n i n g ' s  w a r ,
When d y in g  c lo u d s  c o n te n d  w i t h  g ro w in g  l i g h t ,
What t im e  t h e  s h e p h e r d ,  b lo w in g  o f  h i s  n a i l s ,
Can n e i t h e r  c a l l  i t  p e r f e c t  d a y  n o r  n i g h t .
Now sw ays i t  t h i s  w ay , l i k e  a  m ig h ty  s e a  
F o rc e d  by  t h e  t i d e  t o  com bat w i t h  t h e  w ind ;
Now sw ays i t  t h a t  w ay , l i k e  t h e  selfsam e se a  
F o rc e d  t o  r e t i r e  b y  f u r y  o f  t h e  w ind :
Sometime t h e  f l o o d  p r e v a i l s ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  w in d ;
Now one t h e  b e t t e r ,  t h e n  a n o t h e r  b e s t ;
B oth  t u g g in g  t o  be v i c t o r s ,  b r e a s t  t o  b r e a s t ,
Yet n e i t h e r  c o n q u e r o r  n o r  c o n q u e r e d :  21
So i s  t h e  e q u a l  p o i s e  o f  t h i s  f e l l .  w a r .  1

On t h e  same b a t t l e f i e l d  Edw ard s a y s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f

t h e  m i l i t a n t ,  f i g h t i n g  q u e e n :

Some t r o o p s  p u r s u e  t h e  b lo o d y -m in d e d  q u e e n ,
T h a t  l e d  ca lm  H e n ry ,  th o u g h  he  w ere  a  k i n g ,
As d o th  a s a i l ,  f i l l ’ d w i t h  a  f r e t t i n g  g u s t ,
Command an  a r g o s y  t o  s te m  t h e  w a v e s .22

G l o s t e r  s e e s  h i m s e l f  s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  h i s  s o u l ’s d e s i r e ,  t h e

crow n, a s  i f  a  s e a  w ere  b e tw e e n  them :

Why, t h e n ,  I  do b u t  d ream  on s o v e r e i g n t y  
L ik e  one t h a t  s t a n d s  upon a  p ro m o n to ry ,
And s p i e s  a  f a r - o f f  s h o r e  w h e re  he  w ou ld  t r e a d ,  
W ish in g  h i s  f o o t  w e re  e q u a l  t o  h i s  eye-;
And c h id e s  t h e  s e a  t h a t  s u n d e r s  h im  fro m  t h e n c e ,  
S a y in g ,  h e ’ l l  l a d e  i t  d r y  t o  h a v e  h i s  w ayi 
So do I  w ish  t h e  c ro w n , b e i n g  so  f a r  o f f . 2-'

204 .  3 .  5 9 -6 0  212 .  5 .  1 -1 3  222 .  6 .  3 2 -5
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To g e t  t h e  c row n, h e ' l l  "drown more s a i l o r s  t h a n  t h e  m er­

m aid  s h a l l .

The a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  Wars o f  R oses  c o n t i n u e s  i n  

K ing  R ic h a r d  t h e  T h i r d , w here  R ic h a r d  d o m in a te s  t h e  a c t i o n .  

He c o n t r i v e s ,  i n  t h e  b e g in n i n g ,  t o  h ave  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  t h e  

Duke o f  C l a r e n c e ,  s e n t  t o  t h e  T ow er. T h e re ,  C la r e n c e  h a s  

a  t e r r i f y i n g  n ig h tm a re  i n  w h ich  he dream s he  i s  d ro w n in g  

i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  C h a n n e l ,  w i t h  t h e  n o i s y  r u s h  o f  w a t e r  i n  

h i s  e a r s :

As we p aced  a lo n g  
Upon t h e  g id d y  f o o t i n g  o f  t h e  h a t c h e s ,
M e th o u g h t  t h a t  G l o s t e r  s tu m b le d ;  a n d ,  i n  f a l l i n g ,  
S t r u c k  me, t h a t  t h o u g h t  t o  s t a y  h im , o v e r b o a r d  
I n t o  t h e  tu m b l in g  b i l l o w s  o f  t h e  m a in .
L o rd ,  L ord! m e th o u g h t ,  w hat p a in  i t  was t o  drown!
What d r e a d f u l  n o i s e  o f  w a t e r s  i n  mine e a r s !
What u g l y  s i g h t s  o f  d e a t h  w i t h i n  mine e y e s !

•  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • f t

And o f t e n  d i d  I  s t r i v e  
To y i e l d  t h e  g h o s t :  b u t  s t i l l  t h e  e n v io u s  f l o o d  
K ep t i n  my s o u l ,  a n d  w ould  n o t  l e t  i t  f o r t h  
To s e e k  t h e  em pty , v a s t ,  and  w a n d e r in g  a i r ;
B ut s m o t h e r ’ d i t  w i t h i n  my p a n t i n g  bull£ ,
Which a lm o s t  b u r s t  t o  b e l c h  i t  i n  t h e  , s e a . 2 '

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  a c t ,  R ic h a r d  t e l l s  Queen E l i z a b e t h  t h a t  he

i s  g o in g  t o  m a r ry  h e r  d a u g h t e r .  The d i s p a i r i n g  q u e e n ,

" a  p o o r  b a r k , "  c r i e s :

And I ,  i n  su c h  a  d e s p e r a t e  bay  o f  d e a t h ,
L ik e  a  p o o r  b a r k ,  o f  s a i l s  and  t a c k l i n g  r e f t ,
R ush , a l l  t o  p i e c e s  on t h y  ro c k y  bosom .

K ing  H enry  t h e  E ig h th  i s  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y

p l a y s .  I t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d  up t o  t h e  b i r t h

o f  K ing  H e n ry ’ s  d a u g h t e r ,  t h e  f u t u r e  Queen E l i z a b e t h .  The

K ing c a l l s  a so lem n  c o u n c i l  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  h i s

^ 2 . 2 . 166 2 5 i. 15- 22 , 36-AO ^ 4 . 4 . 233-5
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What ugl^igj^s o f death within mine eyes.

P ig . 33. K ing R ichard  th e  T h ird . Act I ,  s c . iv
L im ited  E d it io n s  Club e d i t io n .
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m a r r i a g e  t o  K a t h e r i n e .  A f t e r  t h e  Q u een ’ s  v i o l e n t  e x p l o s i o n  

a g a i n s t  W olsey , t h e  k in g  a s s u r e s  t h e  c o u r t  he w i l l  n o t  p r e s s  

f o r  a  d iv o r c e  i f  h i s  m a r r i a g e  i s  l a w f u l .  He e x p l a i n s  how 

he h a s  g iv e n  t h e  m a t t e r  much t h o u g h t  and  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  

s p i r i t u a l  d i s c o r d :

Thus h u l l i n g  i n  
The w i l d  s e a  o f  my c o n s c i e n c e ,  I  d i d  s t e e r  
Toward t h i s  rem ed y . . . 2 '

I n  h e r  p r i v a t e  c h a m b e rs ,  Queen K a t h e r i n e  p i t i e s  h e r  l a d i e s -

i n - w a i t i n g :

A la s ,  p o o r  w e n c h e s ,  w here  a r e  now y o u r  f o r t u n e s !  
S h ip w ra c k t  upon  a  k ingdom  . . . 28

The t r a i t o r o u s  W olsey  a d v i s e s  h e r  n o t  t o  be r e b e l l i o u s :

The h e a r t s  o f  p r i n c e s  k i s s  o b e d ie n c e ,
So much t h e y  lo v e  i t ;  b u t  t o  s t u b b o r n  s p i r i t s  
They s w e l l ,  a n d  grow  a s  t e r r i b l e  a s  s t o r m s .

W olsey  h a s  m i s c a l c u l a t e d ;  h i s  t r e a c h e r y  c a u s e s  h i s  d o w n f a l l .

A lo n e ,  he c r i e s  o u t  i n  ag o n y :

F a r e w e l l ,  a  l o n g  f a r e w e l l ,  t o  a l l  my g r e a t n e s s !

I  h av e  v e n t u r e d ,
L ik e  l i t t l e  w a n to n  b o y s  t h a t  swim on b l a d d e r s ,  
T h is  many summers i n  a  s e a  o f  g l o r y ,
But f a r  beyond  my d e p th :  my h ig h - b lo w n  p r i d e  
At l e n g t h  b r o k e  u n d e r  m e; a n d  now h a s  l e f t  me, 
Weary and  o l d  w i t h  s e r v i c e ,  t o  t h e  m ercy  _n 
Of a ru d e  s t r e a m ,  t h a t  m u s t  f o r  e v e r  h i d e  m e .^ u

L a t e r  W olsey a d v i s e s  C rom w ell:

Say , W olsey , t h a t  o n ce  t r o d  t h e  ways o f  g l o r y ,
And sounded  a l l  t h e  d e p t h s  and  s h o a l s  o f  h o n o u r — 
Found th e e  a  way, o u t  o f  h i s  w ra c k ,  t o  r i s e  i n ;

272 .  4 .  1 9 9 -2 0 1  2S3 .  1 .  1 4 9 -5 0
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A s u r e  and  s a f e  o n e , th o u g h  t h y  m a s te r  m i s t  i t .
Mark b u t  my f a l l ,  and  t h a t  t h a t  r u i n ’d me,
C rom w ell, I  c h a r g e  t h e e ,  f l i n g  away a m b i t i o n . 3 1

At Queen A nne’s  c o r o n a t i o n  t h e  cerem ony i s  d e s c r i b e d  by  one

o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  crow d: " s u c h  a n o i s e  a r o s e  /  As t h e  s h r o u d s

make a t  s e a  i n  a  s t i f f  t e m p e s t ,  /  As lo u d ,  and  a s  many

t u n e s  . . . "32

I n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s  t h e  p r o f o u n d e s t  i d e a s  an d

f e e l i n g s  f i n d  i m a g i n a t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  h i s  s e a  im a g e r y .

When we t h i n k  o f  p h r a s e s  su c h  a s  " t e m p e s t  o f  my s o u l , "33

" t h e  w in d y  te m p e s t  o f  my h e a r t , "34- " i n  t h e  a n g r y  t e m p e s t

o f  t h y  a n g r y  f r o w n , "35 " t h e  t e m p e s t  i n  my m in d , "36 anci

" t h y  t e m p e s t - t o s s e d  b o d y , "37  we may in d e e d  a g r e e  w i th

B ou rke  who s a y s :

. . .  he l e f t  t h e  v e r y  la n g u a g e  s u f f u s e d  i n  a 
s e n s e  w i th  t h e  m ovem ents and  so u n d s  o f  s e a  so  t h a t  
we seem  t o  h e a r  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  E n g l i s h  p o e t r y  t h e
so u n d  o f  a  g r e a t e r  s e a  o f  w h ic h  o u r  s o u l s  h ave  s i g h t
i n  a  s e a s o n  o f  ca lm  w e a t h e r . 3 8

S h a k e s p e a r e  seem ed t o  h av e  a v e r y  a f f e c t i o n a t e  

f e e l i n g  to w a rd  t h e  men who g u id e d  t h e  s h i p s  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  

t h r o u g h  t h e  s e a - s t o r m s  and  s e a - d i s a s t e r s — t h e  s e a - t a r s .  

S a i l o r s  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  and  one o f  t h e i r  

s u p e r s t i t io n s  c o n c e rn e d  t h e  p u rp o is e *  w hich  was c o n s i d e r e d  

a  p r e d i c t o r  o f  s t o r m s .  "They n e r ’ e r  come, b u t  I  lo o k  t o  

be  w a s h e d , "39 s a y s  t h e  f i s h e r m a n  i n  P e r i c l e s , m ean ing  t h e

3 h .  2 .  4 3 6 .4 1  324 _ ^  ^  33^  ^  4 _ ^
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J A British Seaman opihc Sixteenth Century ?
By Thomas Derrick. Drawn and 
idapted from vol ix. of "The
Mariner's Mirror." : ■ .

T i g ,  3 ^ .  Prom H a k l u y t ' s  P r i n ­
c i p a l  N a v i g a t i o n s .



d e c k s  o f  t h e  s h i p  w i l l  be w a sh e d .

The s a i l o r  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  c e r t a i n  p e o p le  w ere  s i n ­

g l e d  o u t  f o r  a  l a n d - d e a t h  and  t h e r e f o r e  c o u ld  n o t  d i e  a t  

s e a .  I n  The Two G entlem en o f  V e ro n a , P r o t e u s  s a y s  t o  

Speed :

Go, g o , be  g o n e ,  t o  s a v e  y o u r  s h i p  f ro m  w ra c k ,
Which c a n n o t  p e r i s h  h a v in g  t h e e  a b o a r d ,
B e in g  d e s t i n e d  t o  a  d r i e r  d e a t h  on s h o r e .

I n  The T e m p e s t . G onzalo  s a y s  o f  t h e  B o a ts w a in ,  "h e  h a t h  no

d ro w n in g  mark upon h i m ," ^ -  t o  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i e f  o f  t h e  r e s t

o f  t h e  c re w , t o  whom t h i s  means t h e y  w i l l  l a n d  s a f e l y .

Edward H a ie ,  a " g e n t l e m a n ,  a n d  p r i n c i p a l l  a c t o u r  

i n  t h e  voyage"  o f  S i r  Humphrey G i l b e r t  o f  1 5 $ 3 , p a r a p h r a s e d  

G i l b e r t ’s  fam ous l a s t  w o rd s ,  "We a r e  a s  n e e r e t o  h e a v e n  by
I p

s e a  a s  by  l a n d , "  when he  w r o te :

Thus whom God d e l i v e r e d  from  d ro w n in g ,  h e e  a p p o i n t e d  
t o  b e e  f a m is h e d ,  who d o th  g i v e  l i m i t s  t o  mans t i m e s ,  
an d  o r d a i n e t h  t h e  m anner and  c i r c u m s ta n c e  o f  d y in g :  
whom a g a in e  he  w i l l  p r e s e r v e ,  n e i t h e r  S e a ,  n o r  fam­
i n e  c an  confound.**^

The s a i l o r ’s  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  women who

s h a r e d  w i t h  p r i e s t s  t h e  ' .u n fo r tu n a te  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  c a u s i n g

m i s f o r t u n e  a t  s e a . ^  I n  P e r i c l e s , t h e  s a i l o r s  demand t h a t

t h e  q u e e n ’ s  body be h e av e d  o v e r b o a r d .  The F i r s t  S a i l o r

in f o r m s  P e r i c l e s :

S i r ,  y o u r  q u e en  m ust o v e r b o a r d :  t h e  s e a  w o rk s  h i g h ,  
t h e  w ind  i s  l o u d ,  and  w i l l  n o t  l i e  t i l l  t h e  s h i p  be 
c l e a r ’d o f  t h e  d e a d .

PERICLES 
T h a t ’ s  y o u r  s u p e r s t i t i o n .

^ 1 .  1 .  14 ^ 1 .  1 .  2$ ^ R a l e i g h ,  p .  59 .

^ H a k l u y t ,  6 : 3 1 .  ^ C a w l e y ,  U n p a th e d , p .  20 .
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FIRST SAILOR

P a rd o n  u s ,  s i r ;  w i t h  u s  a t  s e a  i t  h a t h  b e e n  s t i l l
o b s e r v e d ;  an d  we a r e  s t r o n g  i n  c u s to m . T h e r e f o r e  .
b r i e f l y  y i e l d  h e r ;  f o r  s h e  m ust o v e rb o a r d  s t r a i g h t . ^

The s u p e r s t i t i o n  a b o u t  women co m b in es  h e r e  w i th  t h e  p r e ­

j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  c a r r y i n g  a c o r p s e  on s h i p - b o a r d .

We a r e  g i v e n  o t h e r  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  

s a i l o r s  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  t i m e .  T h ere  was t h e n  a  k in d  o f  

” i n s u r a n c e ” by  w h ic h  t h e  s a i l o r s  hoped  t o  make enough money 

t o  g i v e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  some s o r t  o f  l e g a c y  i f  t h e y  s h o u ld

f a i l  t o  r e t u r n  on a  f u t u r e  t r i p .  A v o y a g e r  c o u ld  a r r a n g e ,

by  a n  a g re e m e n t  n o t  so  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  from  o u r  a n n u i t i e s ,  

t o  l a y  down a sum o f  money w h ic h  w ould  be  c o n f i s c a t e d  a t  

h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  r e t u r n .  B ut i f  he  was lu c k y  enough  t o  e s ­

c a p e  t h e  s e a s ,  he  m ig h t  h av e  h i s  sum q u i n t u p l e d .  The s y s ­

tem  came t o  be known a s  t h e  " f i v e  f o r  o n e , ” a  sy s te m  more 

l i k e  g a m b l in g  t h a n  i n s u r a n c e ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  was pop -
46

u l a r .  The p h r a s e  i s  u s e d  by G o n za lo :

. . .  w h ich  now we f i n d  -  
Each p u t t e r - o u t  o f  f i v e  f o r  one w i l l  b r i n g  u s . ^

" F iv e  f o r  one"  was t h e  s a i l o r ’ s way o f  m aking t h e  

m ost o f  a  j o u r n e y  t h a t  was by  no means c o m f o r t a b l e ,  safe ., 

o r  e n j o y a b l e .  H unger was h i s  g r e a t e s t  enemy. By t h e  end 

o f  t h e  v o y a g e ,  r a t i o n s  w ere  s c a r c e  and  t h e  l a s t  b i s c u i t s  

w e re  a s  h a r d  a s  r o c k s .  S h a k e s p e a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  was w e l l

4 ^3* 1 .  4 9 -5 4  ^ C a w l e y ,  U npa thed  W a t e r s , p .  2 0 9 .

4 7 3 .  3 .  4 7 - 9 .
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aw are  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  he  m e n t io n s  i t  t w i c e ,  f i r s t

i n  As You L ik e  I t , when t h e  m e la n c h o ly  J a c q u e s  u s e s  a

s e a  s i m i l e  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  b r a i n  o f  t h e  " w o r th y  f o o l " —

" a s  d r y  a s  t h e  r e m a in d e r  b i s c u i t  a f t e r  a  v o y a g e " ; ^  and

a g a i n  i n  T r o i l u s  a n d  C r e s s i d a , when h e  u s e s  t h e  m em orable

f i g u r e  o f  t h e  s a i l o r  p o u n d in g  h i s  b i s c u i t  w i t h  h i s  f i s t .

S h a k e s p e a re  m ust h a v e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  s a i l o r  o f

h i s  t im e  a s  p l y i n g  h i s  l i q u o r  l u s t i l y ,  ev en  when he  was

e x p e c te d  t o  be  on d u t y .  I n  H a k l u y t ’ s  a c c o u n t  o f  H enry

M ay 's  l a n d i n g  on Bermuda i n  1 593 , h e  w r o te :

. . . t h e  p i l o t s  m aking  t h e m s e lv e s  a t  noone t o  be 
t o  t h e  S o u th w ard  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  tw e lv e  l e a g u e s ,  c e r ­
t i f i e d  t h e  c a p t a i n e  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  o u t  o f  a l l  d a n g e r .
So t h e y  demanded o f  h im  t h e i r  w in e  o f  h e i g t h :  t h e  
w h ich  t h e y  h a d .  And b e i n g ,  a s  i t  s h o u ld  seem e, a f t e r  
t h e y  h a d  t h e i r  w in e ,  c a r e l e s s e  o f  t h e i r  c h a rg e  w h ich  
t h e y  to o k e  i n  h a n d ,  b e i n g  a s  i t  w ere  d ru n k e n ,  t h r o u g h  
t h e i r  n e g l i g e n c e  a  num ber o f  good  men w ere  c a s t  a w a y . 'u

I n  R ic h a r d  t h e  T h i r d , t h e r e  i s  a  v i v i d  im age o f  a  " d ru n k e n

s a i l o r  on a  m a s t ,  /  R eady , w i t h  e v e r y  n o d , t o  tu m b le  down /

I n t o  t h e  f a t a l  b o w e ls  o f  t h e  d e e p . " I t  i s  e x t r e m e ly

d o u b t f u l ,  s a y s  C aw ley , t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  was o n ly  f o l l o w i n g

l i t e r a r y  c o n v e n t io n  when he  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s a i l o r s  i n

The Tem pest a s  b e in g  d ru n k  d u r i n g  t h e  s t o r m .  The demand,

"Must o u r  m ouths be  c o ld ? "  i n d i c a t e s  a  c o n d i t i o n  w h ich  was

p r o b a b l y  a l l  t o o  p r e v a l e n t  a n d  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  a c c o u n te d  f o r

many o f  th e  s h i p w r e c k s . ^

4S2 .  7 .  3 6 ,  3 9 -4 0  & 2 .  1 .  4 0 -1

5 ° H a k lu y t ,  7 :1 6 2  5I 3 , 1 0 0 -2

52Caw ley, U n p a th ed  W a t e r s , p .  1 9 8 .
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I n  The Taming o f  t h e  S h re w , t h e r e  i s  a  p i c t u r e  

o f  t h e  " o l d  s a l t "  a s h o r e .  P e t r u c h i o ,  who b e h a v e s  w i t h  

sh ip m a n ’ s  m anners  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  p l a y ,  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  

K a t h a r i n a ,  and  Grumio d e s c r i b e s  t h e  w ed d in g  a t  t h e  c h u rc h :

. . . when t h e  p r i e s t  
S h o u ld  a s k ,  i f  K a th a r in a  s h o u l d  be  h i s  w i f e ,
’Ay, by  g o g s -w o u n s !* q u o th  h e ;  a n d  sw ore  so  l o u d ,

, T h a t ,  a l l  am az’d , t h e  p r i e s t  l e t  f a l l  t h e  b ook ;

B u t a f t e r  many c e re m o n ie s  d o n e ,
He c a l l s  f o r  w in e :  ’A h e a l t h ! ’ q u o th  h e ;  a s  i f  
He h ad  bee  a b o a r d ,  c a r o u s i n g  t o  h i s  m a te s  
A f t e r  a  s to r m ;  q u a f t  o f f  t h e  m u s c a d e l , - ^

K n ig h t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  su c h  an  im a g e ,  a t  su c h  a  c r i t i c a l

p o i n t ,  seem s t o  i n f e r  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  e v e n  when a c t u a l

t e m p e s t s  w ere  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  was a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  a s  i t  w e re ,

s e e i n g  h i s  s t o r y  a s  a  s e a - a d v e n t u r e .5 ^

The f i n a n c i a l  g a i n  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  f o r  t h e  e x p l o r ­

e r s  t h e m s e lv e s  and  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t o r s  a n d  m e r c h a n t s  was a n ­

o t h e r  s u b j e c t  o f  t o p i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  T h e re  i s  t h e  f r e q u e n t  

t y i n g - i n  o f  s e a  v o y ag es  w i t h  m e r c h a n d i s e ,  t r a d i n g ,  and  

w e a l t h .  P e t r u c h i o ’ s  s t r u g g l e  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  

a  t e m p e s t — t h e  ’w i l d - c a t ’ K a t h a r i n a .  He c o u r t s  h e r  ev en  

th o u g h  sh e  i s  " a s  roug h  /  As a r e  t h e  s w e l l i n g  A d r i a t i c  

s e a s . "55 f o  H o r t e n s i o ,  "who w o u ld  n o t  wed h e r  f o r  a  mine 

g o l d , "  P e t r u c h i o  s a y s :

H o r t e n s i o ,  p e ac e !  t h o u  know’ s t  n o t  g o l d ’ s  e f f e c t :
T e l l  me h e r  f a t h e r ’ s  name a n d  ’ t i s  en o u g h ;

533 . 2 . 157-60, 160-72

5^George W ilso n  K n ig h t ,  The S h a k e s p e a r i a n  T em pest 
(London: A. M i l f o r d ,  O xfo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p .  1 0 9 .

55l .  2 . 72-3
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F o r  I  w i l l  b o a r d  h e r ,  th o u g h  s h e  c h id e  a s  lo u d  
As t h u n d e r  when t h e  c lo u d s  i n  autum n c r a c k . 56

H ere  we h av e  a  voyage  o f  l o v e ,  w h ere  t h e  s e a  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  g o l d  an d  t h e  s h i p  i s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  d e s i r e — t o  be 

" b o a r d e d . "  P e t r u c h i o  i s  n o t  a f r a i d  o f  t h a t  " i rk s o m e ,  

b r a w l i n g  s c o l d . "  He s a y s ,  "Have I  n o t  h e a r d  t h e  s e a ,  

p u f t  up w i t h  w in d s ,  /  Rage l i k e  a n  a n g ry  b o a r  c h a f e d  w i t h  

s w e a t? "5 7  Love ±s  im aged  a s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t r a d e ,  and P e t ­

r u c h i o  b r a v e s  t h e  " t e m p e s t"  f o r  t h e  r i c h  m e rc h a n d ise  o f  

K a t h a r i n a ' s  f o r t u n e .  T h is  i s  a  m e r c h a n t ’ s  t r a n s a c t i o n .  

A f t e r  B a p t i s t a  h a s  b l e s s e d  t h e  m atch  be tw een  K a th a r in a  

a n d  P e t r u c h i o ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  h e a r d :

GRUMIO.
Was e v e r  m atch  c l a p t  u s  so  s u d d e n ly ?

BAPTISTA.
F a i t h ,  g e n t le m e n ,  now I  p l a y  a  m e r c h a n t ’ s  p a r t ,
And v e n t u r e  m adly  on a  d e s p e r a t e  m a r t .

TRANIO.
’ Twas a  com m odity  l a y  f r e t t i n g  b y  you:
' T w i l l  b r i n g  you g a i n ,  o r  p e r i s h  on t h e  s e a s .

BAPTISTA. A
The g a i n  I  s e e k  i s ,  q u i e t  i n  t h e  m a tch .

Grumio a n d  T r a n io  b a r g a i n  f o r  B ia n c a  and  Grumio l i s t s  a l l

h i s  r i c h e s .  Then t h e  two s u i t o r s  v i e  w i th  each  o t h e r  b y

b o a s t i n g  o f  t h e i r  s h i p s :

GRUMIO
. . . b e s i d e s  a n  a rg o s y  

T h a t  now i s  l y i n g  i n  M a r s e i l l e s ’ r o a d —
W hat, h av e  I  choked  y o u  w i t h  a n  a rg o sy ?

TRANIO
G rum io , ' t i s  known my f a t h e r  h a t h  no l e s s
T han  t h r e e  g r e a t  a r g o s i e s ;  b e s i d e s  two g a l l i a s s e s ,
And tw e lv e  t i g h t  g a l l e y s ;  t h e s e  I  w i l l  a s s u r e  h e r ,
And t w i c e  a s  much, w h a t e ’ e r  t h o u  o f f e r ' s t  n e x t . 5^

561 . 2 . 92-5  571 . 2 . 200-1  582# 1# 314.23

592 . 1 . 367-73
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T h ere  i s  a n o t h e r  " t r a d e ” im age i n  T w e l f th  N ig h t  when S i r  

Toby s a y s :

W i l l  you  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  h o u se ?  my n i e c e  i s  d e s i r o u s  
you  s h o u ld  e n t e r ,  i f  y o u r  t r a d e  be  t o  h e r .

VIOLA
I  am bound t o  y o u r , n i e c e ,  s i r ;  I  mean, sh e  i s  th e  
l i s t  o f  my v o y a g e .  0

Im ages t h a t  com bine w ords  s u c h  a s  " m e r c h a n t , "  " v e n t u r e , "

an d  "com m odity" w i t h  " g a in "  an d  " s e a "  a r e  r e c u r r e n t .  F o r

i n s t a n c e ,  when H o s te s s  s a y s  t o  D o l l  T e a r s h e e t ,  " . . .

one m ust b e a r ,  and  t h a t  m ust be  you : you  a r e  t h e  w eak e r

v e s s e l ,  a s  t h e y  s a y ,  t h e  e m p t i e r  v e s s e l , "  D o l l  r e p l i e s :

Can a  weak em pty  v e s s e l  b e a r  su c h  a  huge  f u l l  h o g s ­
head?  t h e r e ’ s  a  w ho le  m e r c h a n t ’ s  v e n t u r e  o f  B o u r-  
d eau x  s t u f f  i n  h im ; you  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  a  h u l k  b e t t e r  
s t u f t  i n  t h e  h o l d .  '1

And Romeo s a y s  t o  J u l i e t :

I  am no p i l o t ; y e t  w e r t  t h o u  a s  f a r
As t h a t  v a s t  s h o r e  w a s h t  w i t h  t h e  f u r t h e s t  s e a ,
I  w ould  a d v e n t u r e  f o r  s u c h  m e r c h a n d i s e .  ^

I n  A Midsummer N i g h t ’ s  Dream , T i t a n i a ,  i n  a 

l o v e l y  p a s s a g e ,  t e l l s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  I n d i a n  b o y s '  m o th e r .  

The p a s s a g e  i s  a n o th e r  exam ple  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  m er­

c h a n d i s e ,  f l o o d s ,  a n d  s e a - v o y a g e s .

S e t  y o u r  h e a r t  a t  r e s t :
The f a i r y - l a n d  b u y s  n o t  t h e  c h i l d  o f  me.
H is  m o th e r  was a  v o t ’ r e s s  o f  my o r d e r :
And, i n  t h e  s p i c e d  I n d i a n  a i r ,  b y  n i g h t ,
F u l l  o f t e n  h a t h  she  g o s s i p ’ d by  my s i d e ;
And s a t  w i th  me on N e p t u n e 's  y e l lo w  s a n d s ,
M ark ing  t h ’ em barked  t r a d e r s  on t h e  f l o o d ;

6°3 . 1 . 76-9  612H4 2 . 4 . 59-63 622> ^  Uk_6
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When we h a v e  l a u g h t  t o  s e e  t h e  s a i l s  c o n c e iv e  
And grow b i g - b e l l i e d  w i t h  t h e  w an ton  w in d ;
W hich s h e ,  w i t h  p r e t t y  an d  w i th  swimming g a i t  
F o l l o w i n g , — h e r  womb t h e n  r i c h  w i th  my young s q u i r e , -  
W ould i m i t a t e ,  an d  s a i l  upon  t h e  l a n d ,
To f e t c h  me t r i f l e s ,  a n d  r e t u r n  a g a i n ,  ,
As fro m  a  v o y a g e ,  r i c h  w i t h  m e r c h a n d i s e . 3

T i t a n i a  i s  l a u g h i n g  a t  t h e  ’’t r a d e r s  on t h e  f l o o d , "  m ock ing

t h e i r  " v o y a g e ” on t h e  s t o r m - t o s s e d  s e a  o f  l i f e .  " L o rd ,

w h a t  f o o l s  t h e s e  m o r t a l s  b e ! "  Puck say s  l a t e r . ^

M i s t r e s s  F o rd  c o n t r i b u t e s  h e r  s h a r e  t o  t h e  im ag­

e r y  o f  t e m p e s t  a n d  m e r c h a n d is e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s e a ,  

when s h e  s a y s  o f  F a l s t a f f :

What t e m p e s t ,  I  t r o w ,  th r e w  t h i s  w h a le ,  w i th  so  many 
t u n s  o f  o i l  i n  h i s  b e l l y ,  a s h o r e  a t  W indso r?65

"T uns  o f  o i l "  w ou ld  be a  v e r y  m a r k e ta b le  p r o d u c t .

The " m e r c h a n t / s e a - v o y a g e "  theme i s  v e r y  im p o r­

t a n t  i n  The M e rc h a n t  o f  V e n i c e . The p l a y  o p en s  w i th  

a n  im age  o f  A n t o n i o ’ s  a r g o s i e s ,  a s  S a l a r i n o  s a y s :

Y our m ind i s  t o s s i n g  on t h e  o c ea n ;
T h e r e ,  w h e re  y o u r  a r g o s i e s  w i th  p o r t l y  s a i l , —
L ik e  s i g n i o r s  and  r i c h  b u r g h e r s  on t h e  f l o o d ,
O r ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  t h e  p a g e a n t s  o f  t h e  s e a ,
Do o v e r p e e r  t h e  p e t t y  t r a f f i c k e r s ,
T h a t  c u r t s e y  t o  th em , do them  r e v e r e n c e ,
As t h e y  f l y  by  them  w i t h  t h e i r  woven w in g s .

I n  a n o t h e r  f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e ,  t h e  s e a  i s  a s s o c i ­

a t e d  w i t h  t r e a s u r e .  W ith  S p a n i s h  and P o r tu g u e s e  s h i p s  

b e i n g  r a i d e d  f o r  t h e i r  t r e a s u r e s  i t  i s  no w onder t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  r e p e a t e d  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  j e w e l s ,  p e a r l s ,  and  

g o l d ,  s i n c e  t h e s e  r i c h e s  w ere  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c te d  i n  t h o u g h t  

w i t h  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s .

6^2 . 1 . 122-35 643- 2 . 115 65WIV 2 . 1 . 62-4
661 . 1 . 8-14
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I n  The Two G e n t le m e n  o f  V e ro n a , V a l e n t i n e  t e l l s

P r o t e u s  o f  h i s  lo v e  f o r  S i l v i a :

. . . why man, s h e  i s  m ine own;
And I  a s  r i c h  i n  h a v in g  su c h  a j e w e l  
As tw e n ty  s e a s ,  i f  a l l  - t h e i r  s a n d  w ere  p e a r l ,
The w a t e r  n e c t a r  and  t h e  r o c k s  p u re  g o ld .® 7

And T r o i l u s  s a y s  o f  C r e s s i d a :

T e l l  me, A p o l lo ,  f o r  t h y  D aphne’s  l o v e ,
What C r e s s i d  i s ,  w h a t  P a n d a r ,  and  w ha t we?
Her bed  i s  I n d i a ;  t h e r e  sh e  l i e s ,  a  p e a r l :
Betw een o u r  I l i u m  an d  w h e re  sh e  r e s i d e s ,
L e t  i t  be  c a l l ' d  t h e  w i l d  a n d  w a n d e r in g  f l o o d .
O u r s e l f  t h e  m e r c h a n t ;  a n d  t h i s  s a i l i n g  P a n d a r .
Our d o u b t f u l  h o p e ,  o u r  con v o y , an d  o u r  b a r k .  °

I n  t h e  n e x t  a c t ,  he c a l l s  h e r  a  p e a r l  a g a i n :

. . . s h e  i s  a  p e a r l  
Whose p r i c e  h a t h  l a u n c h t  abo ve  a  th o u s a n d  s h i p s ,
And t u r n ’d c ro w n ’ d k i n g s  t o  m e r c h a n t s .

When Timon s p e a k s  o f  g o l d ,  h e  s a y s :

T is  t h o u  t h a t  r i g g ’ s t  t h e  b a r k  a n d  p o u g h ’ s t  t h e  
fo a m .70

When t h e s e  p l a y s  w e re  w r i t t e n  s h i p s  f u l l  o f  m er­

c h a n d i s e  w ere  on e v e r y o n e ’ s  m ind , j u s t  a s  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  

t h e  s e a  and  s e a - s t o r m s  and  p i r a t e s  m ust h av e  b e e n  a p a r t  

o f  e v e r y  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  v o y a g e s  t o  t h e  New W o rld .

A s h i p  t h a t  was c a p t u r e d  a t  s e a  was o f t e n  c a l l e d  a 

’’p r i z e . ” P i s t o l  s a y s :

C lap  on more s a i l s ;  p u r s u e ;  up  w i t h  y o u r  f i g h t s ;  7 - 
Give f i r e ;  sh e  i s  my p r i z e ,  o r  o c e a n  whelm them  a l l ! ’

And Iag o  s p e a k s  o f  O t h e l l o ’ s  m a r r i a g e :

F a i t h ,  he  t o - n i g h t  h a t h  b o a rd e d  a  l a n d  c a r a c k ^ ?
I f  i t  p ro v e  l a w f u l  p r i z e ,  h e ’ s  made f o r  e v e r . ’

672 .  4 .  1 6 6 -9  6S1 .  1 .  95 -105
6? 2 . 2 . 8 1 -4  70TIM 5 . l .  51 71wiV 2 . 2 . 135
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I n  The M erry  W ives o f  W in d s o r . M i s t r e s s  F o rd  

s a y s ,  " B o a rd in g  c a l l  you  i t ?  I ’ l l  be s u r e  t o  k e e p  h im  

above  d e c k ,"  t o  w hich  M i s t r e s s  Page a n s w e r s ,  "So w i l l  I :  

i f  he come u n d e r  my h a t c h e s ,  I ’ l l  n e v e r  t o  s e a  a g a i n . "73 

H ere  t h e  l a d i e s  a r e ,  i n  im a g e ry ,  t r e a s u r e  l a d e n  s h i p s  and  

F a l s t a f f  i s  a  p i r a t e .  M r. Page c o n t i n u e s  t h e  m e ta p h o r :

" I f  he  s h o u ld  i n t e n d  t h i s  voyage  to w a rd  my w i f e ,  I  w ould  

t u r n  h e r  l o o s e  t o  h i m . "74

The s e a  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t r e a s u r e  

b r o u g h t  b a ck  by t h e  v o y a g e r s ,  o f t e n  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  o f  Am­

e r i c a ,  o r ,  a s  i n  H enry  t h e  E i g h t h , t h e  t r e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  

" I n d i e s . "  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  E n g la n d ,  

d u r i n g  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  r e i g n ,  a c q u i r e d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  l a r g e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  " I n d i e s . "  S h a k e s p e a r e  p u t s  t h e  d ream  o f  p o s ­

s e s s i n g  th e  I n d i e s  and  i t s  r i c h e s  a s  f a r  b a c k  a s  H enry  

t h e  E i g h t h ’ s  r e i g n .  I n  t h e  p l a y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  p r o c e s s i o n
n

a lo n g  a  s t r e e t  i n  W e s t m in s t e r .  One g e n t le m a n ,  l o o k in g  

a t  t h e  Queen, s a y s :

Heaven b l e s s  t h e e !
Thou h a s t  t h e  s w e e t e s t  f a c e  I  e v e r  l o o k t  o n . —
S i r ,  a s  I  have  a s o u l ,  sh e  i s  a n  a n g e l ;
Our k in g  h a s  a l l  t h e  I n d i e s  i n  h i s  a rm s ,
And more and r i c h e r ,  when he  s t r a i n s  t h a t  l a d y :
I  c a n n o t  b lam e h i s  c o n s c i e n c e . ' ' 5

The k i n g  i s  t r u l y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  p o s s e s s  " a l l  t h e  I n d i e s "  

an d  a l l  t h e i r  r i c h e s .  The A rden  E d i t i o n  h a s  t h i s  f o o t ­

n o t e :  " p re su m a b ly  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  (w h ich  i n c l u d e d  I n d i a )

720TH 1 .  2 .  5 0 -1  7 3 2> l .  90-3  7 4 2< 1 .  1 7 4 -6

7^4. i .  43_g
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d raw n by  Thomas D e r r i c k .  Prom 
H a k lu y t» s  P r i n c i p a l  N a v i g a t i o n s .
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arid t h e  West I n d i e s  (w h ich  i n c l u d e d  A m e r ic a ) ,  b o t h  r e ­

g a rd e d  a s  s o u r c e s  o f  f a b u l o u s  w e a l t h . r,?6  H enry  t h e  

E ig h th  r e i g n e d  b e tw e e n  1509 and  1 54 7 . S in c e  t h e s e  y e a r s  

came a f t e r  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  Columbus an d  V e s p u c c i ,  K ing 

H en ry ’ s  s u b j e c t ’ s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  " a l l  t h e  

I n d i e s "  i s  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  when C a r d i n a l  B e a u f o r t ,  

i n  K ing Henry t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I , s a y s ,  "Had H enry  g o t  an 

em pire  b y  h i s  m a r r i a g e ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  w e a l t h y  k ingdom s o f  

t h e  w e s t  ,"77  h e  i s  a  l i t t l e  p r e m a tu r e >f o r  t h i s  p l a y  w ould  

be  t a k i n g  p l a c e  some t im e  b e f o r e  1 4 7 1 . The A rden  E d i t i o n  

com m ents, " p e r h a p s  a n  a n a c h r o n i s t i c  a l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  g o l d ­

en  r e a lm s  o f  S p a n i s h  A m erica  ( B r o o k e ) .

F a l s t a f f ,  l i v i n g  i n  an  ev en  e a r l i e r  t im e ,  a l s o

knows a b o u t  t h e  "W est I n d i e s "  and  i t s  r i c h e s .  M e e tin g

H o s t,  B a r d o lp h ,  Nym, P i s t o l ,  an d  R o b in  a t  t h e  G a r t e r  I n n ,

he  t e l l s  them a b o u t  t h e  l o v e  l e t t e r s  he  h a s  w r i t t e n  t o

b o th  M rs .  F o rd  and  M rs .  Page :

. . . sh e  i s  a  r e g i o n  i n  G u ia n a ,  a l l  g o ld  a n d  b o u n ty .
I  w i l l  b e  c h e a t e r s  t o  them  b o t h ,  and  t h e y  s h a l l  be
e x c h e q u e r s  t o  me; t h e y  s h a l l  be my E a s t  and  W est I n ­
d i e s ,  a n d  I  w i l l  t r a d e  t o  them  b o t h .  Go b e a r  t h o u  
t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  M i s t r e s s  P age ;  a n d  t h o u  t h i s  t o  Mis« 
t r e s s  F o r d :  we w i l l  t h r i v e ,  l a d s ,  we w i l l  t h r i v e .

I  h a v e  g iv e n  i n  t h e  l a s t  two c h a p t e r s  num erous

q u o t a t i o n s  a s  e x a m p le s  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s e a  and  t h e  vo y ­

a g e s  b o t h  i n  p l o t  a n d  im a g e ry  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s .  F o r

A rd en  E d i t i o n , p .  1 3 0 . ^ 1 .  1 .  5 2 -4  

^ A r d e n  E d i t i o n , p .  1 1 .  ^ 1 .  3* 6 6 -71
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a f u r t h e r  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s ,  

I  r e f e r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  w o rk s  o f  T r e n e e r ,  K n ig h t ,  

W h a l l ,  Caw ley , and  B o u rk e ,  among o t h e r s  l i s t e d  i n  my 

b i b l i o g r a p h y .
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CHAPTER V

THE "GENTLEMEN ADVENTURERS"

Jo h n  Haw kins

The G olden  Age o f  E n g l i s h  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  

A m erica , w hich  had  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  

y e a r s  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h ’ s  r e i g n ,  was made p o s s i b l e  by 

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  and  k n o w le d g e  g a in e d  from  t h e  v o y a g e s  

th ro u g h  t h e  A r c t i c  r e g i o n s  t o  R u s s i a  w h ich  s t a r t e d  i n  

1553 and  fro m  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Gold and  I v o r y  

C o a s ts  o f  A f r i c a  w h ic h  s t a r t e d  i n  1552; by  t h e  r e a l i z a ­

t i o n  t h a t  S p a in  and  P o r t u g a l  w e re  n o t  t h e  s o l e  p o s s e s s o r s  

o f  a l l  n e w l y - d i s c o v e r e d  l a n d s  an d  w ere  n o t  s t r o n g  enough 

t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e i r  c la im ;  and  

by t h e  s p r e a d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  th r o u g h  p a m p h le ts  an d  b o o k s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  E d e n ’ s ,  o f  t h e  l i m i t l e s s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  

e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  new w o r ld  b e y o n d  t h e  s e a s .  A lso  h e l p f u l  

was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Queen E l i z a b e t h ’s  g o v e rn m en t d i d  n o t  

frow n on o v e r s e a s  e x p e d i t i o n .  When sh e  came t o  t h e  

t h r o n e  i n  155^ , she  w as n o t  bound t o  S p a in ,  a s  Mary T udor 

had  b e e n ,  w i th  e i t h e r  m a r i t a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  t i e s .  M o reo v er ,  

she  was more n a t i o n a l i s t i c  t h a n  Mary and d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  

t o  E n g l i s h  e x p e d i t i o n s  a b r o a d .  I n  1 561 , sh e  ev en  became 

a p a r t n e r  i n  an  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  G u inea  w i th

295
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l i t t l e  c o n c e rn  a b o u t  P o r t u g a l ’ s  o b j e c t i o n s . ^  H ow ever,

th o u g h  sh e  d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s  a b r o a d ,

s h e  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  L a t i n  n o t i o n

o f  a  c o l o n i a l  e m p ire  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a  s e c u r e l y  j o i n e d  t o

a  m o th e r  c o u n t r y .  T a le s  o f  d a r i n g  S p a n i s h  an d  F r e n c h

e x p l o r a t i o n  e x c i t e d  many E n g lish m e n  and  made th em  e a g e r

t o  t r y  t h e i r  own l u c k  a t  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n

t h e  new l a n d s ,  b u t  E l i z a b e t h  r e m a in e d  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i n

t h i s  a sp ect o f  voyaging.^

She d i d ,  h o w ever ,  i n  1 5 6 3 , g iv e  Thomas S t u k e l y

p e r m i s s io n  t o  o r g a n i z e  an  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  A m e r ic a .  B e fo re

he  l e f t  he t o l d  h i s  Queen t h a t  h i s  a im  was i n d e p e n d e n t

s o v e r e i g n t y  i n  A m e ric a .  She r a i s e d  no o b j e c t i o n s  an d

m e r e ly  a s k e d  i f  he  w ould  rem em ber her i n  h i s  new k ingdom .

. . . b e in g  o f  an  a s p i r i n g  m ind , & F l o r i d a  b e in g  
t h e n  new ly  d i s c o v e r e d  by  t h e  S p a n i a r d s ,  a  p r o j e c t  
came i n t o  h i s  h e a d  t o  go o v e r  & p e o p le  t h a t  p a r t  o f  
A m e ric a ,  n o t  d o u b t in g  b u t  t h a t  he  s h o u ld  b e  a  p r i n c e  
a t  l e a s t .  To f a c i l i t a t e  h i s  d e s i g n ,  he  c r a v e s  a s ­
s i s t a n c e  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h ,  . . . t e l l i n g  h e r  a t  
t h e  same t i m e ,  t h a t  he  p r e f e r r e d  r a t h e r  t o  be  s o v ­
e r e i g n  o f  a m ole  h i l l  t h a n  t h e  h i g h e s t  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  m onarch  i n  C h r is te n d o m , f o r  a d d s  h e ,
I  am c e r t a i n  t o  be a p r i n c e  b e f o r e  my d e a t h .  To 
w h ich  t h e  q u e e n  r e p l i e s ,  I  hope  I  s h a l l  h e a r  f ro m  
you  when you a r e  s e t t l e d  i n  y o u r  k ingdom . S t u k e l e y :  
I  w i l l  w r i t e  t o  y o u . Queen E l i z a b e t h :  I n  w h a t  l a n ­
guage?  S t u k e l e y :  I n  t h e  s t i l e  o f  p r i n c e s — To o u r  
d e a r  s i s t e r .  At w h ich  t h e  q u e en  s m i l e d .

% cC an n , p p .  1 3 9 -4 0 .
2

S id n e y  L e e ,  E l i z a b e t h a n  and  O th e r  E s s a y s  (New 
Y ork : A M S  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  3 0 4 .

^R ev . W i l l ia m  S t u k e l e y ,  The F a m ily  M em oirs o f  t h e  
R e v . W il l ia m  S t u k e l e y .  M .D .. and  t h e  an t i q u a r i a n  and  o t h e r  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  (Durham. E n g la n d :  P u b l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  S o c i e t y  
b y  Andrews& C o . , 1 S S 2 -7 ) ,  S u r t e e s  S o c i e t y  P u b l i c a t i o n  V o l .  73 
p .  277 .
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The Queen h a d  no i d e a  sh e  c o u ld  r u l e  o v e r  s u b j e c t s  who 

s e t t l e d  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s h o r e  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  O c e a n .^

S t u k e l e y ,  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  p r e f e r r e d  p i r a t e e r i n g  

on t h e  h ig h  s e a s  t o  b u i l d i n g  a new e m p i r e .  But h i s  un­

r e b u k e d  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  he w ould  b u i l d  an  E n g l i s h  kingdom 

i n  A m erica  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  n o t  f o r  h i s  Q ueen, i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

a s  a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  Queen E l i z a b e t h ’ s  a t t i t u d e .  F u tu r e  

e v e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w ou ld  p ro v e  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  c o l o n i z a ­

t i o n  c o u ld  n o t  s u c c e e d  u n t i l  t h e  E n g l i s h  crown acknow­

l e d g e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  A m erican  c o l o n i s t s  and  a s ­

sumed a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  g o v e rn  and c o n t r o l  t h e  new s e t t l e ­

m e n t s .  Queen E l i z a b e t h  d e c l i n e d  o f f i c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

t o  t h e  e n d .^  R ic h a r d  H a k lu y t ,  t h e  l i t e r a r y  cham pion o f  

t h e  c o l o n i a l  i d e a ,  t r i e d  t o  change  h e r  v ie w p o in t  by  p o in ­

t i n g  t o  t h e  S p a n is h  a n d  F re n c h  S o v e r e i g n s ,  b u t  he  f a i l e d .  

The i d e a  o f  l i n k i n g  o v e r s e a s  c o l o n i e s  w i t h  a  m o th e r  coun­

t r y  f e l l  o u t s i d e  h e r  p o l i t i c a l  h o r i z o n s ,  and  h e r  i d e a s  

d u r i n g  h e r  e n t i r e  r e i g n  d i d  n o t  c h a n g e .  I n  v iew  o f  th e  

Q u e e n ’ s  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  c o u ra g e  and  a c c o m p l ish m e n ts  o f  th e  

e x p l o r e r s  seem  t r u l y  r e m a r k a b l e .

B ut s i n c e  sh e  d i d  n o t  opp ose  t h e  v o y a g e r s ,  t h e i r  

e x p e d i t i o n s ,  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  a t  l e a s t ,  w ere  made e a s i e r  

t h a n  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  Mary and  P h i l i p .

Jo h n  Hawkins o f  P ly m o u th ,  so n  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r  o f

^Lee, E ssa y s , p . 304 ^ jb id .
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t h e  B r a z i l  t r a d e  o f  1530 , became t h e  f o r e m o s t  m e rc h a n t  

seam an o f  E n g la n d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  E l i z a b e t h ’ s r e i g n .  

He made t h r e e  v o y a g e s  t o  A m erica  b e tw e e n  O c to b e r  1562 and  

J a n u a r y  1569*^  On e a c h  voyage  he s to p p e d  a t  t h e  G u inea  

C o a s t  f o r  a  c a rg o  o f  s l a v e s  an d  t h e n  s a i l e d  w es tw a rd  a c ­

r o s s  t h e  o c e a n .  On t h e  f i r s t  voyage  ( 1 5 6 2 - 3 ) ,  w i th  t h r e e  

v e s s e l s  an d  a  c rew  o f  one h u n d re d  men, h e  t r a n s p o r t e d  

a b o u t  t h r e e  h u n d re d  A f r i c a n  s l a v e s ,  whom he had  c a p t u r e d  

f ro m  t h e i r  homes i n  S i e r r a  L eo ne , t o  H i s p a n i o l a  ( H a y t i ) ,  

w here  he  s o l d  them  t o  t h e  S p a n is h  m a s t e r s  o f  s u g a r  p l a n ­

t a t i o n s  a n d  r a n c h e s  f o r  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  " h i d e s ,  g i n ­

g e r ,  s u g a r s ,  and  some q u a n t i t i e s  o f  p e a r l e s ." 7

F o r  H a w k in s ’ s  s e c o n d  voyage  ( 1 5 6 4 - 5 ) ,  Queen E l ­

i z a b e t h  l e n t  him  one o f  h e r  own l a r g e  s h i p s ,  t h e  J e s u s  o f  

L ubeck , a n d  sh e  a n d  some o f  h e r  p r i n c i p a l  c o u n c i l l o r s  

had  s h a r e s  i n  t h i s  v e n t u r e . 8 A f t e r  s a i l i n g  a lo n g  t h e  

w e s t  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  t h e  f l e e t  l e f t  S i e r r a  Leone and  

c r o s s e d  t h e  o c e a n ,  f i n a l l y  r e a c h i n g  t h e  " I s l a n d s  o f  t h e  

C a n y b a l s , "  among them  D o m in ic a ,  M a r g a r i t a ,  and  Cuba, and  

t h e n  g o in g  on t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  F l o r i d a . 9

Among t h e  "G en tle m e n  A d v e n tu r e r s "  on t h i s  v o y ­

age  was J o h n  S p a r k e ,  who s e r v e d  a s  an  o f f i c e r  on t h e  

J e s u s  an d  a s  r e c o r d e r .  He w r o te  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  e x p e d i ­

t i o n  w h ic h  i s  fo u n d  i n  Hakluyt,-*-® t h e  s t o r y  w h ic h ,  i n

^ H a k l u y t , 7 : 5 - 6 1 .  7H a k lu y t ,  7 : 6 3 .

^ P a y n e ,  p p .  2 - 3 .  H a k l u y t ,  7 : 6 - 5 2 .

■^Q uinn , p .  1 2 .
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g lo w in g  t e r m s ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f i n e  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e  

v e g e t a t i o n ,  t h e  f e r t i l e  s o i l ,  e v e r y t h in g  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d .  

The C a n n ib a l s ,  who w ere  " e a t e r s  o f  t h e  f l e s h  o f
11

m e n ,” a n d  who w ere  e n c o u n t e r e d  by H aw kins, a r e  m e n t io n e d

s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  p l a y s .  I n  C o r l o l a n u s . t h e  S eco n d

S e r v i n g  Man s a y s ,  "And he h a d  b e e n  c a n n i b a l l y  g i v e n ,  he
12m ig h t  h av e  b r o i l ’d  a n d  e a t e n  him  t o o . "  And t h e  Duke o f  

Y o rk , i n  K ing  H enry  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I I , s a y s ,  " T h a t  f a c e  

o f  h i s  t h e  h u n g ry  c a n n i b a l s  /  Would n o t  h ave  t o u c h t . " ^  

A f t e r  t h e  m u rd e r  o f  P r i n c e  Edward, Queen M a r g a re t  c a l l s  

t h e  m u r d e r e r s  " B u t c h e r s  an d  v i l l a i n s !  B loody  c a n n i b a l s ! "14  

C a n n ib a l s  a r e  a l s o  m e n t io n e d  i n  K ing H enry t h e  F o u r t h  

P a r t  I I  a n d  i n  O t h e l l o . ^

On t h e  i s l a n d  c a l l e d  M a r g a r i t a ,  i n  t h e  W est I n ­

d i e s ,  H aw kins fo u n d  p o t a t o e s ,  o f  w h ich  S p a rk e  w r o t e :

T h ese  P o t a t o e s  be  t h e  m ost d e l i c a t e  r o o t e s  t h a t  may

When T h e r s i t e s ,  i n  T r o i l u s  and  C r e s s i d a . s a y s ,  

"How t h e  d e v i l  l u x u r y ,  w i t h  h i s  f a t  rump and  p o t a t o -  

f i n g e r ,  t i c k l e s  t h e s e  t o g e t h e r ! "17  he  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  

s o m e th in g  t h a t  was unknown i n  h i s  t im e .  The e l o n g a t e d

s h a p e  o f  t h e  sw e e t  p o t a t o  rem in d ed  S h a k e s p e a re  o f  a
\

V p o t a t o - f i n g e r , " b u t  s i n c e  t h e  sw ee t  p o t a t o  was i n t r o ­

^ H k k l u y t ,  7 : 4 2 .  1 24 .  5 . ig g  13 l f  152

14 5 .  5 . 61 152H4 2 .  4 . 165; OTH 1 . 3 , 143

l 6H a k lu y t ,  7 :2 2  1 7 5 . 2 . 56^7
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d uced  i n t o  E n g la n d  e i t h e r  b y  J o h n  Hawkins i n  1563 o r  by

1 rtS i r  F r a n c i s  D rake i n  1568x ( t h e r e  i s  d i s p u t e  among t h e  

a u t h o r s  a s  t o  who a c t u a l l y  g e t s  t h e  c r e d i t ) ,  T h e r s i t e s ,  

i n  a  G re c ia n  camp n e a r  T ro y  i n  t h e  t im e  o f  K ing  P r ia m , 

was n o t  l i k e l y  t o  h av e  s e e n  o n e .  Nor c o u ld  he  h av e  b e e n  

t h i n k i n g  o f  a  common p o t a t o  w h ic h  was n o t  known i n  E u r ­

ope . u n t i l  R a le g h  b r o u g h t  i t  f ro m  A m erica  i n  1586  and  

c u l t i v a t e d  i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  Y o u g h a l i n  I r e l a n d . ^

I n  The M erry  W ives  o f  W in d s o r . F a l s t a f f  s a y s ,

"My doe w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  s c u t ! — L e t  t h e  s k y  r a i n  p o t a t o e s . " '  

F a l s t a f f ,  i n  t h e  t im e  o f  H en ry  t h e  F o u r t h ,  was no more 

f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a  p o t a t o  t h a n  T h e r s i t e s  h a d  b e e n  i n  t h e  

t im e  o f  K ing P r ia m .  O n ly  t h e  unknown I n d i a n s  i n  a  w o r ld  

y e t  t o  be d i s c o v e r e d  w e re  c u l t i v a t i n g  t h e  r o o t .

The a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e r s  m e n t io n e d  t h e  po ­

t a t o  f r e q u e n t l y .  M a r ty r  s a i d ,  "T h e re  a r e  c e r t a i n  r o o t s  

w h ich  t h e  n a t i v e s  c a l l  p o t a t o e s  and  w h ic h  grow sp o n ­

t a n e o u s l y .  "2 1  I n  h i s  H e r b a l l ,  Jo h n  G e ra rd e  w r o te  a b o u t  

t h e  p o t a t o :  "T hey  c o m f o r t ,  n o u r i s h ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  

b o d i e ,  p r o c u r e  b o d i l y  l u s t ,  a n d  t h a t  w i t h  g r e e d i n e s s . " 22 

G e ra rd e  may h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n n o c e n t  p o -

l ^ R e c l i f f e  M. S a la m a n ,  The H i s t o r y  and  S o c i a l  
I n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  P o t a t o  (C a m b rid g e ,  E n g la n d :  U n i v e r s i t y  
h r e s s ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p .  1 4 4 .

• ^ S a la m a n ,  p .  1 5 0 . 2^ 5 .  5 . 1 8 -1 9

2% a r t y r ,  De o r b e  n o v o . 1 :2 6 3 .
22J o h n  G e r a r d e ,  The H e r b a l l  o r  G e n e r a l i  H i s t o r i e  

o f  P l a n t e s  (L ondon: J o h n  N o r to n ,  1 5 9 7 ) ,  p .  7 8 0 .
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t a t o  a ssu m in g  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e in g  a n  a p h r o d i s i a c .

T h i s  i s  o f  c o u r s e  w hat F a l s t a f f  h a s  i n  m ind when M is­

t r e s s e s  F o rd  and  Page e n t e r  an d  he c a l l s  on t h e  sk y  t o  

r a i n  p o t a t o e s .

G e r a r d e ,  h e r b a l i s t  an d  s u r g e o n ,  who d rew  upon 

t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r e r s  f o r  h i s  b o o k , a n d  who was 

t h e  k e e p e r  o f  t h e  p h y s ic  g a rd e n  i n  t h e  H a l l  o f  t h e  R o y a l  

C o l le g e  o f  P h y s i c i a n s ,  gave  t h e  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  d e s c r i p t i o n  

a n d  th e  f i r s t  e n g ra v e d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t a t o  i n  

1597» w i t h  t h e  comment, " I t  g ro w e th  n a t u r a l l y  i n  A m e ric a ,  

w here  i t  was f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d . " 23

N ear  R io  de l a  H acha , H aw kins , l i k e  Thomas Lok 

on  h i s  voyage  t o  G uinea  i n  1554 , a l s o  fo u n d  " c r o c o d i l s . "  

I n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  H aw k in s’ s  v o y a g e s ,  H a k lu y t  r e i n f o r c e d  

t h e  le g e n d  w h ic h  c la im e d  t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  w e re  c a p a b le  o f  

w e e p in g .2^

I n  F l o r i d a ,  Hawkins h e a r d  o f  u n i c o r n s :

Of t h o s e  u n i c o r n e s  t h e y  have  many; f o r  t h a t  t h e y  
doe a f f i r m e  i t  t o  be  a  b e a s t  w i t h  one h o r n e ,  w h ic h  
com ing t o  t h e  r i v e r  t o  d r i n k e ,  p u t e t h  t h e  same i n t o
t h e  w a t e r  b e f o r e  he  d r i n k e t h  . . .  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  l i o n s  and  t y g e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  u n i c o r n e s  
l i o n s  e s p e c i a l l y ;  i f  i t  be t r u e  t h a t  i s  s a y d ,  o f  t h e  
e n m i ty  b e tw ee n e  them  and  t h e  u n i c o r n e s :  f o r  t h e r e  i s  
no b e a s t  b u t  h a th  h i s  en em y .25

When S e b a s t i a n  s a y s ,  "Now I  w i l l  b e l i e v e  /  T h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

u n i c o r n s  . . . " 2^ he i s  a l l u d i n g  t o  t r a v e l l e r s ’ t a l e s  

a n d  o f f e r i n g  a n  exam ple o f  one he f i n d s  i n c r e d i b l e . 2?

^ G e r a r d e ,  p .  7 ^ 1 .  2^See C h a p te r  I I  

^ H a k l u y t ,  7 : 4 9 .  2%MP 3 . 3 . 22

2?A rden  E d i t i o n , p .  S7 .
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P i g .  39J o h n  W h i t e ’ s  p a i n t i n g  o f  C r o c o d i l u s  a m e r ic a n u s  • In  
L o r a n t 1s The Mew W orld .
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When D e c iu s  B ru tu s  s a y s  t h a t  C a e s a r  n l o v e s  t o  h e a r  /  T h a t

u n i c o r n s  may be  b e t r a y 'd  w i t h  t r e e s , "  he  i s  i n d i r e c t l y

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  e n m ity  b e tw een  t h e  u n i c o r n  and  t h e  l i o n ,

m e n t io n e d  by  H a k lu y t .  S t e e v e n s ,  i n  t h e  New V a rio ru m

e d i t i o n ,  q u o te s  th e  p a s s a g e  i n  S p e n s e r ’ s  The F a e r i e

Queene ( 2 .  5 . 10) w h ich  d e s c r i b e s  how a  l i o n ,  c h a rg e d

by a  u n i c o r n ,  s t a n d s  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  t r e e ,  a n d  a t  t h e

l a s t  moment s t e p s  a s i d e .

L ik e  a  l y o n ,  whose i m p e r i a l l  powre A prow d r e b e l ­
l i o u s  U n ic o rn  d e f y e s ,  T 'a v o i d e  t h e  r a s h  a s s a u l t  and  
w r a t h f u l  s to w re  Of h i s  f i e r s  f o e ,  h im  t o  a  t r e e  a p -  
p l y e s ,  And when him  r o n n in g  i n  f u l l  c o u r s e  he  s p y e s ,  
He s l i p s  a s i d e ;  t h e  w h i l e s  t h a t  f u r i o u s  b e a s t  H is  
p r e c i o u s  h o r n e ,  s o u g h t  o f  h i s  e n im y e s ,  S t r i k e s  i n  
t h e  s t o c k e ,  ne th e n c e  c an  b e  r e l e a s t ,  B u t  t o  t h e  
m ig h ty  V i c t o r  y i e l d s  a b o u n te o u s  f e a s t .

Timon a l s o  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  f u r y  w h ic h  o v e r t a k e s  t h e  u n i c o r n  

when he  i s  b e t r a y e d  by  a t r e e :  " . . .  w e r t  t h o u  t h e  u n i ­

c o r n ,  p r i d e  and  w ra th  w ould  c o n fo u n d  t h e e ,  a n d  make t h i n e  

own s e l f e  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  t h y  f u r y . " 2 9  

S p a rk e  a l s o  w r o te :

Of t h e  s e a - f o w le  above a l l  o t h e r  n o t  common i n  Eng­
l a n d ,  I  n o t e d ,  t h e  p e l l i c a n e ,  w h ic h  i s  f a i n e d  t o  be 
t h e  l o v i n g s t  b i r d  t h a t  i s ;  w h ic h  r a t h e r  t h a n  h e r  
yong sh o u lc L w a n t ,  w i l  s p a r e  h e r  h e a r t  b lo u d  o u t  o f  
h e r  b e l l y . ™

The p e l i c a n  le g e n d  was a  f a v o r i t e  o f  L y ly  t o  i l l u s t r a t e

F u r n e s s ,  J u l i u s  C a e s a r , p . 10 0 .

^^TIM 4* 3* 336 ^ ^ H a k lu y t ,  7 :5 1 *
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s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ;  i n  E uphues he a l l u d e s  t o  E l i z a b e t h  a s  

" t h e  good  p e l i c a n  t h a t  t o  f e e d  h i r  p e o p le  s p a r e t h  n o t  

t o  r e n d  h i r  owne p e r s o n n e . " ^ 1

Though c r o c o d i l e s ,  u n i c o r n s ,  and  p e l i c a n s  had 

b e e n  h e a r d  o f  b e f o r e ,  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e r s  r e i n ­

f o r c e d  t h e s e  im a g es  an d  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  them . S in c e  

t h e y  becam e a  p a r t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  i t  

w as n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p l a y s .

The p e l i c a n  l e g e n d  h a d  two v a r i a t i o n s .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  

t h e  f e m a le  who k i l l s  h e r  young w i t h  c a r e s s e s  and " l o u e t h  

t o o  much h e r  c h i l d r e n , "32  t h e r e  was t h e  im age o f  th e  

young  a s  u n g r a t e f u l  an d  s e l f i s h .  T h is  im age o f  f i l i a l  

i m p i e t y  we s e e  i n  K ing  R ic h a r d  t h e  S econd  and  i n  King 

L e a r . J o h n  o f  G aun t s a y s :

Oh s p a r e  me n o t ,  my b r o t h e r  E dw ard ’ s  so n ,
F o r  t h a t  I  w as h i s  f a t h e r  E dw ard ’ s  s o n ; —
T h a t  b lo o d  a l r e a d y ,  l i k e  t h e  p e l i c a n ,
H a s t  t h o u  t a p t  o u t ,  an d  d r u n k e n ly  c a r o u s e d .

And L e a r  c r i e s :

I t  i s  t h e  f a s h i o n ,  t h a t  d i s c a r d e d  f a t h e r s  
S h o u ld  h a v e  t h u s  l i t t l e  m ercy  on t h e i r  f l e s h ?  
J u d i c i o u s  p u n ish m e n t!  t ’was t h i s  f l e s h  b e g o t  
Those p e l i c a n  d a u g h t e r s

S p a r k e ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p e l i c a n  c o n t i n u e s :

"From t h e  n e t h e r  jaw  w h e re o f  downe t o  t h e  b r e a s t  p a s s e t h

3 ^ Jo h n  L y ly ,  The C om ple te  Works o f  Jo h n  L v iv , e d .  
R . W arwich Bond, V o l .  I I  E uphues and  H is  E n g lan d  (O x fo rd .  
1 9 0 2 ) ,  p .  21 5 .

3 2F u r n e s s ,  V a r io ru m  E d i t i o n  o f  K ing  L e a r . W rig h t  
q u o t e s  f rom  Batman vppon  B a r th o lo m e  ( f o l . 1 8 6 b ) .  p . 1S9 .

332 . 1 . 124-7 343 # 72—5
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a s k in n e  o f  su c h  a b i g n e s s ,  a s  i s  a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  f i s h

a s  b i g  a s  on es  t h i g h . "35 L a e r t e s  s a y s :

To h i s  good f r i e n d s  t h u s  w id e  I ’ l l  ope my a rm s ,
And, l i k e  t h e  k in d  l i f e - r e n d e r i n g  p e l i c a n ,
R e p a s t  them  w i t h  my b l o o d . 3 °

F u r n e s s  comments: "By t h e  p e l i c a n ’ s  d r o p p in g  upon i t s

b r e a s t  i t s  lo w e r  b i l l  t o  e n a b le  i t s  young  t o  t a k e  fro m

i t s  c a p a c io u s  p ouch , l i n e d  w i t h  f i n e  f l e s h - c o l o r e d  s k i n ,
m37t h i s  a p p e a ra n c e  i s ,  on f e e d i n g  th e m , g i v e n .  y

The f i r s t  two v o y a g e s  o f  H aw kins a r o u s e d  some 

i r r i t a t i o n  among t h e  S p a n i a r d s ,  b u t  t h i s  was a s  n o t h i n g  

com pared  t o  t h e  deep  an d  l a s t i n g  w r a th  p ro v o k e d  i n  t h e  

E n g l i s h  by  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  i n c i d e n t  w h ic h  o c c u r e d  on 

h i s  t h i r d  voyage ( 1 5 6 7 - 9 ) .  On t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n ,  Hawkins 

had  w i t h  him  h i s  young c o u s i n ,  F r a n c i s  D ra k e ,  a  Devon­

s h i r e  man l i k e  Hawkins h i m s e l f A f t e r  t o u c h i n g  a t  

D om inica  and  M a r g a r i t a ,  a s  t h e y  h a d  done  b e f o r e ,  t h e y  

w en t on t o  t h e  m a in la n d  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e i r  s l a v e s .

T h is  was i n  S e p te m b e r ,  I 56S. S u d d e n ly  t h e y  w ere  c a u g h t  

by  a  h o r r e n d o u s  h u r r i c a n e  and  p u t  i n  a t  t h e  h a r b o r  o f  

San J u a n  de U l lu a  w here  t h e y  r a n  i n t o  a  S p a n is h  f l e e t  

commanded by A lv a re z  de Ba9o n .  The E n g l i s h  w ere  t r i c k e d ,  

by  a  f a l s e  a g re e m e n t ,  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  t h e y  w ere  s a f e ;  b u t

35H a k lu y t ,  7 : 5 1 .  36HAM 4 . 5* 1 4 7 -9 -

3 ? F u r n e s s ,  C a l d e c o t t  q u o t e s  D r .  S herw en , p .  3 4 2 .

3^Jam es A nthony  F ro u d e ,  E n g l i s h  Seamen i n  t h e  
S i x t e e n t h  C e n tu ry  (London: Longm ans, G reen  & C o . ,  1 9 1 5 ) ,
p .  6 9 .
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i n s t e a d  t h e y  were f i r e d  u p o n . A f i e r c e  b a t t l e  e n su e d  w i th  

h e a v y  l o s s e s  on b o th  s i d e s . ^

O n ly  two o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i x  s h i p s  e s c a p e d .  One 

o f  t h e s e  w as th e  M in io n , commanded by  H aw kins, w h ic h  f l e d  

w i th  two h u n d re d  men crow ded  on h e r .  They knew i f  t h e y  

a l l  r e m a in e d  on b o a r d  none w ou ld  s u r v i v e .  One h u n d re d  

men v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  l a n d  a n d  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  c h a n c e s  on s u r ­

v i v i n g .  The r e s t ,  on s h o r t  r a t i o n s ,  m ig h t  hope t o  r e a c h  

E n g l a n d . ^  A f t e r  t h e i r  fo o d  r a n  o u t ,  t h o s e  l e f t  on b o a rd  

v/ere f o r c e d  t o  e a t  ’’r a t s ,  c a t s ,  m ice  and  dogs . . . p a r -  

r a t s  a n d  m o n k e y e s ." ^ -  ev en  a s  " p o o r  Tom" i n  K ing L e a r  a t e  

"m ice  a n d  r a t s  and  s u c h  s m a l l  d e e r ."^-2 A f t e r  m e e t in g  up

w i t h  s e v e r a l  E n g l i s h  s h i p s  a t  V ig o , t h e y  w ere  g iv e n  f r e s h

h a n d s  and  f r e s h  s u p p l i e s  and  r e a c h e d  E n g lan d  i n  F e b r u a ry  

1 5 6 9 . D rake  had  a r r i v e d  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e  e a r l i e r  on t h e  

J u d i t h . ' ^

The E n g lish m e n  who had  b e en  c a p t u r e d  by  t h e  

S p a n i a r d s  a t  U l lu a  w ere  e i t h e r  s l a i n  o r  t o r t u r e d .  Men 

w ere  h ung  u p  by t h e  a rm s a l i v e ,  s t a b b e d ,  w h ip ped , r a c k e d ,  

b u r n t ,  o r  made g a l l e y - s l a v e s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a  s t r a y  

f r i a r  w o u ld  show some k i n d n e s s ,  b u t  " t h e  c r u e l l  and  e x ­

t re m e  d e a l i n g s  o f  t h e  S p a n i a r d s " ^  a r e  d e t a i l e d  i n  a l ­

m ost e v e r y  r e p o r t  o f  an  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  th em . D rake fo u n d

H a k l u y t ,  7 : 5 3 - 6 2 .  ^ F r o u d e ,  p .  8 0 .

^ H a k l u y t ,  7 : 6 1 .  ^ 3 . 4 . 142

^ F ro u d e ,  p . 82 . ^ H a k lu y t ,  7 :5 7 .
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•a N egro  who h a d  b e en  w hipped raw , s e t  i n  t h e  s u n ,  and 

t o r t u r e d  t o  d e a t h  by  m o s q u i to e s .  T h e re  was a l s o  t h e  r e ­

p o r t  o f  an I n d i a n  who was sm eared  w i t h  b r i m s t o n e ,  f i r e d ,  

r e s t o r e d  t o  h e a l t h ,  a n o i n t e d  w i t h  h o n e y ,  c h a in e d  t o  a  t r e e  

"w here  m o s q u i to e s  f l o c k e d  a b o u t  h im  l i k e  m o a ts  i n  th e  sun 

and d i d  p i t i f u l l y  s t i n g  h i m ,” and t h o s e  m o s q u i to e s  b e in g

l i k e  w a sp s ,  " t h a n  w hich  d e a t h  h a d  b e e n  b e t t e r ,  a s  he s a i d , ”^

In  The W in t e r 1a T a l e . A u to ly c u s  r a v e s  a b o u t  w hat he  w ould  

do t o  th e  S h e p h e r d 's  son :

He h a s  a so n ,- -w h o  s h a l l  be f l a y ' d  a l i v e ;  t h e n ,
'n o i n t e d  o v e r  w i th  h o n e y ,  s e t  on t h e  h e a d  o f  w a s p s '
n e s t ;  t h e n  s t a n d  t i l l  h e  be t h r e e  q u a r t e r  and a dram 
d e a d ;  t h e n  r e c o v e r ' d  a g a i n  w i t h  a q u a - v i t a e  o r  some 
o t h e r  h o t  i n f u s i o n ;  t h e n ,  raw  a s  h e  i s ,  and i n  t h e  
h o t t e s t  day  p r o g n o s t i c a t i o n  c l a i m s ,  s h a l l  he  be s e t  
a g a i n s t  a  b r i c k - w a l l ,  t h e  su n  l o o k i n g  w i t h  a  s o u t h ­
ward ey e  upon h im --w hepe  he  i s  t o  b e h o ld  h im  w i th  
f l i e s  blown t o  d e a t h . ^

Humphrey G i l b e r t  

A n o th e r  "G en tlem an  A d v e n tu re r "  o f  t h e  E l i z a ­

b e th a n  e r a  was Humphrey G i l b e r t  who, l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  

I n t r e p i d  e x p l o r e r s  o f  h i s  t im e ,  was an a r d e n t  p a t r i o t ,  

d e v o te d  t o  h i s  Queen and c o u n t r y .  I n  1S>65 o r  l £66  

G i l b e r t  w ro te  t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t  o f  a t r e a t i s e  w hich  p r e ­

s e n t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a N o r th w e s t  P a s s a g e  t h r o u g h  

A m erica  to  C a th a y .  A d i s c o u r s e  o f  a  D l s c o v e r l e  f o r  a 

New P a s s a g e  t o  C a th a la ,  and t h e  O th e r  I n d i e s  b r o u g h t  

to  t h e  Q u e e n 's  n o t i c e  G i l b e r t ' s  p l a n  f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f

^ R o g e r s  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  E n g la n d . 1 : 8 £ .

3. 795-801^
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t h e  p a s s a g e  c o u p le d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  l a n d s .  T h is  d i s c o u r s e  s t a r t e d  a  t e n - y e a r  

p e r i o d  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  on th e  s u b j e c t  w h ic h  c u lm in a t e d  in  

t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  M a r t in  F r o b i s h e r . ^7

I n  E den ’ s  D e c a d e s . B a c c a l l a o s ,  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  

C o n c e p t io n  Bay i n  N ew found land , w as r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  j u s t  

a  p l a c e  t o  c a t c h  c o d f i s h . ^  D e s p i t e  t h i s  g e n e r a l  o p i n ­

i o n ,  G i l b e r t  s u g g e s t e d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a p e rm a n e n t  s u p p ly  

s t a t i o n  t h e r e  w here  s h i p s  c o u ld  s t o p  on t h e  way t o  A s ia :

. . . m o reo v e r ,  we m igh t f ro m  a l l  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  
p l a c e s ,  have a y e e r e l y  r e t o u r n e ,  i n h a b i t i n g  f o r  
o u r  s t a p l e  some c o n v e n ie n t  p l a c e  o f  A m e ric a ,  a b o u t  
S i e r r a  N evada, o r  some o t h e r  p a r t ,  w h e r a s  i t  s h a l  
seem e b e s t  f o r  t h e  s h o r t n i n g  o f  t h e  v o y a g e . ^

G i l b e r t  n e v e r  d i s p u t e d  S p a i n ' s  m onopoly  o f  t h e  l a n d  b e ­

low  t h e  4 9 * l a t i t u d e . He was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r o u t e  t o  

C a th a y  th r o u g h  t h e  A r c t i c  Ocean a n d  s u g g e s t e d  p l a n t i n g  

a n  E n g l i s h  c o lo n y  a lo n g  th e  way f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  and 

f o r  c o n v e n ie n c e .  He a l s o  t h o u g h t  a  " p l a n t a t i o n "  w ould  

be  a  good p l a c e  w here  c r i m i n a l s  c o u ld  b e  t u r n e d  i n t o  

h o n e s t  men and w here  r e l i e f  c o u ld  be p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  

o v e r p o p u l a t i o n  i n  London.

. . . and  s e t t l e  t h e r e  s u c h  n e e d y  p e o p le  o f  o u r  
c o u n t r e y ,  w h ich  now t r o u b l e  t h e  common w e a l t h ,  and 
th r o u g h  want h e r e  a t  home a r e  i n f o r c e d  t o  commit 
o u t r a g i o u s  o f f e n c e s *  w h ereb y  th e y  a r e  d a y ly  consumed 
w i t h  t h e  g a l l o w e s .5 °

T h i s  humane m o tiv e  was p r o b a b ly  i n  th e  m in d s  o f  o t h e r

^ S hort H is to ry , p . 126.

^ F i r s t  Three E n g lish , p . 161.
^ H a k lu y t .  5:116, 50H akluyt) 5 : 116 .
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p r o m o te r s  o f  t h e  m ovem ent, su ch  a s  R a le ig h ,  S i r  G eorge 

Peckham a n d  C h r i s t o p h e r  C a r l e i l l ,  b u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  

i n v e s t o r s ,  t h e y  a l s o  e n l a r g e d  upon t h e  c o m m erc ia l  a d v a n ­

t a g e s  t o  be  g a in e d  i n  t h e  New L a n d .51

N o th in g  came o f  G i l b e r t ’ s  p r o p o s a l  a n d  he  s p e n t  

t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  a s  a  s o l d i e r  i n  I r e l a n d  w here  he  was 

i n v o lv e d  i n  a  scheme f o r  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  o f  U l s t e r . 52 

Though n o t h i n g  c o n c r e t e  came o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  a t  t h e  t im e ,  

i t  d i d  h a v e  a n  e f f e c t  on  f u t u r e  e v e n t s .

S in c e  t h e  1527 voyage  o f  Jo h n  R ut t h e r e  h a d  b e en  

no E n g l i s h  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  d i s c o v e r  a  N o r th w e s t  P a s s a g e  t o  

A s i a .  G i l b e r t ’ s  t r e a t i s e  was n o t  p u b l i s h e d  u n t i l  1576 , 

b u t  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  t h e  D i s c o u r s e , a n ­

o t h e r  "G en tlem an  A d v e n tu re i ;"  M ic h a e l  Lok, became i n t e r ­

e s t e d  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  N o r th w e s t  P a s s a g e . Lok was 

a  member o f  one o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  h ad  p i o n e e r e d  i n  

t h e  G u in ea  v o y a g e s  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  M a ry .53 About 

t h i s  t im e  he  m et C a p ta in  M a r t in  F r o b i s h e r (who, l i k e  Lok, ’ 

was c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  N o r th w e s t  P a s s a g e .

The two d e c i d e d  t o  j o i n  f o r c e s . 5̂ -

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1575 , Lok, G i l b e r t ,  and  D r.

Jo h n  Dee, a  fam ous E n g l i s h  m a th e m a t i c i a n  and  a s t r o n o m e r ,

5^ S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  1 2 6 .  ^ g ^ p ^  H i s t o r y , p .  1 2 7 .

53Jam es A. W il l ia m s o n ,  The T udor Age (London and  
New Y ork: Longmans, G re e n ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  P« 263 .

^ S h o r t  H i s t b y y , p .  11 # .



m e t .  T h e i r  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  N o r th w e s t  

P a s s a g e  was n o t  d i s t a s t e f u l  t o  t h e  Queen b e c a u s e  i t  

w ould  n o t  e n t e r  S p a n i s h  w a t e r s ,  a n d ,  i f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  w ould  

l e a d ,  t h e y  b e l i e v e d ,  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  end  o f  AsiA w here  

g r e a t  r i c h e s  l a y .  H ow ever, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Moscovy Com­

p a n y 's  c h a r t e r ,  o n l y  th a tc o m p a n y  c o u ld  t r a d e  w i t h  A s ia  

by a n y  n o r t h e r n  r o u t e  and  i t  d e c l i n e d  t o  g r a n t  p e r m i s ­

s i o n  f o r  anyone  e l s e  t o  do s o .  H ow ever, L ord  B u rg h le y  

i n t e r v e n e d  an d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  w as a g r e e d  u p o n . A l i c ­

e n ce  was o b t a i n e d  an d  enough  money r a i s e d  t o  e q u ip  two 

s m a l l  v e s s e l s ,  t h e  G a b r i e l  and  t h e  M i c h a e l , e a c h  o f  

t w e n t y - f i v e  t o n s ,  a n d  a  p in n a c e  o f  t e n  t o n s .  F r o b i s h e r ,  

i n  command o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  s a i l e d  f ro m  E n g la n d  i n  J u n e ,  

1 5 7 6 .5 5

The B J u n e  d a y  b e i n g  F r i d a y ,  a b o u t  12 o f  t h e  
c lo c k e  w e.w ayed  a t  D e t f o r d ,  a n d  s e t  s a i l e  a l l  t h r e e  
o f  u s ,  an d  b a r e  downe by  t h e  C o u r t ,  w here  we s h o t t e  
o f f  o u r  o r d i n a n c e  a n d  made t h e  b e s t  shew we c o u ld ;
H er M a j e s t i e  b e h o ld i n g  t h e  sam e, commended i t ,  and  
b ad e  u s  f a r e w e l l ,  w i t h  s h a k i n g  h e r  hand  a t  u s  o u t  
o f  t h e  w in d o w .5°

E l i z a b e t h  m ust h av e  f e l t  k i n d l y  to w a rd  h e r  su b ­

j e c t s  who w ere  f i g h t i n g  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b a t t l e s  a t  t h e i r  own 

c o s t  and  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  r i c h  g i f t s  f o r  h e r .  P e rh a p s  a s  

sh e  waved t o  F r o b i s h e r  f rom  h e r  window, sh e  was t h i n k i n g :  

S a i l  upon t h e  l a n d
To f e t c h  me t r i f l e s ,  an d  r e t u r n  a g a i n ,
As f ro m  a  v o y a g e ,  r i c h  w i t h  m e r c h a n d i s e .57

55B. M. Ward, p . 237. 56H ak luy t, 5 :1 3 1 .

57MND 2. 1. 134
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F r o b i s h e r  c r o s s e d  t h e  o c e a n  a n d  on 11 J u l y  r o u n -
(

ded  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o i n t  o f  G r e e n l a n d ,  t h e n  c r o s s e d  t o  t h e  

w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  D a v is  S t r a i t  w here  he  l a n d e d  w i th  t h e  

G a b r i e l  on B a f f i n  I s l a n d  w h ic h  he  c a l l e d  M eta I n c o g n i t a .  

I n  t h i s  r e g i o n  he  fo u n d  an  o p e n in g  w h ic h  he assum ed was 

a p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  i n  a  s to rm  

he  l o s t  t h e  company o f  t h e  M i c h a e l , an d  h i s  p in n a c e  was 

a l s o  l o s t .  I n  w h a t  i s  now F r o b i s h e r ’ s  G u l f ,  he  was f o r ­

c ed  t o  t u r n  b a c k .  . The l o s s  o f  f i v e  members o f  h i s  s m a l l  

c rew  t o  t h e  E sk im os l e f t  h im  w i t h  o n ly  t h i r t e e n  men and  

he  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d .  The M ic h a e l  r e t u r n e d  t o  B r i s t o l

1 S e p te m b e r  and  F r o b i s h e r  r e t u r n e d  2 O c to b e r  15>7 6 . ^
One o f  t h e  s a i l o r s  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  voyage  b r o u g h t

home a  p i e c e  o f  b l a c k  p y r i t e ,  w h ich  an  I t a l i a n  a l c h e m i s t  

named A g n e l lo ,  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  London g o l d s m i t h s ,  p r o ­

n o u n ced  t o  c o n t a i n  g o l d . 59 New i t  was e a s i e r  t o  r a i s e  

f u n d s  and  w i th  L o rd  B u r g h l e y ’ s  s u p p o r t  a  c h a r t e r  o f  i n ­

c o r p o r a t i o n  was o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a d v e n t u r e r s  

u n d e r  t h e  name Company o f  C a th a y  w i t h  f u l l  m onopoly 

r i g h t s  i n  t h e  new t r a d e .  M ic h a e l  Lok became g o v e rn o r  

and  F r o b i s h e r  c a p t a i n - g e n e r a l  an d  a d m i r a l  o f  t h e  s h i p s  

and  nav y  o f  t h e  com pany, e a c h  w i t h  a  g r a n t  o f  one p e r -  

c e n t  o f  a l l  m e rc h a n d is e  im p o r te d  by  way o f  t h e  P a s s a g e .

58McCann, p .  155 . 59pNB 7 : 7 2 2 .

^ S h o r t  H is to ry , p . 11S.
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The Queen n o t  o n l y  g r a n t e d  a p a t e n t  b u t  i n v e s t e d  h e r  own 

money i n  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n . ^

F r o b i s h e r ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on h i s  se co n d  v o y a g e ,  

w h ic h  s a i l e d  27 May 1577 , w ere  t o  p u t  more e f f o r t  i n t o  

s e a c h i n g  f o r  g o ld  o re  t h a n  f o r  t h e  N o r th w e s t  P a s s a g e .

The s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  P a s s a g e  now to o k  se c o n d  p l a c e . O nly  

i f  he  f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  g o ld  o r e  was he t o  lo o k  f u r t h e r  

f o r  t h e  P a s s a g e .  He s a i l e d  w i t h  t h e  A id o f  200 t o n s ,  

w h ic h  b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  Queen, t h e  G a b r i e l , and  t h e  M i c h a e l . 

The e x p e d i t i o n  l a n d e d  a t  a  s p o t  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  one 

w h ere  t h e y  h a d  p i c k e d  up t h e  o r i g i n a l  o r e ,  b u t  t h e y  

l o a d e d  o n to  t h e i r  s h i p s  two h u n d re d  t o n s  o f  t h e  m i n e r a l  

t h e y  fo u n d  t h e r e  anyway, an d  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d .  The 

two h u n d re d  t o n s  o f  o r e  c a u s e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e x c i t e ­

m e n t .  S am ples  o f  t h e  " o r e "  w ere  s e n t  t o  t h e  M in t  t o  be  

t e s t e d  and  Lok d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ou ld  be a p r o f i t  o f  

f o r t y  pounds a  t o n .  Dee h i m s e l f  s i g n e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  

w h ic h  he  c la im e d  t o  have  o b t a i n e d  s e v e n  o u n c es  o f  s i l v e r  

f ro m  2 c w t . o f  o r e .^2

A l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e  was d e p o s i t e d  i n  

B r i s t o l  C a s t l e ,  t h e  r e s t  i n  t h e  Tower o f  London, b u t  

i n  t im e  i t  was fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  o r e  was " p o o r  i n  r e s p e c t  

o f  t h a t  b r o u g h t  l a s t  y e a r ,  and  t h a t  w h ich  we know may 

be  b r o u g h t  n e x t  y e a r . "63 i t  was r e s o l v e d  t o  s e n d  o u t

6 l T u d o r  A ge , p .  2 6 5 . 62B. M. Ward, p .  23S .

63
H enry  R ic h a r d  Fox B o u rn e , S i r  P h i l i p  S i d n e y : 

(New York an d  London: G. P .  P u tn a m 's  S o n s ,  1 8 9 1 ) ,  p .  1 5 S .
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From S. G. D rake's "  History a n d  Antiquities 
o f  Boston" (1857)
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a n o t h e r  and  much l a r g e r  e x p e d i t i o n  th e  n e x t  y e a r .

I n  May o f  1578 F r o b i s h e r  s a i l e d  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  

t i m e ,  t h i s  t im e  w i t h  f i f t e e n  s h i p s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  E n g l i s h  

f l e e t  t h a t  had  e v e r  s a i l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  o c e a n .  On t h i s  

v o y ag e  was C a p ta in  Edward F e n to n  who was t o  r e m a in  w i t h  

one h u n d re d  men t o  b u i l d  a p e rm a n en t  g a r r i s o n  t o  p r o ­

t e c t  t h e  " g o ld  m i n e s . ” When t h e  f l e e t  r e t u r n e d  i n  Oc­

t o b e r ,  lo a d e d  w i t h  more " g o ld  o re "  t h e  m i n e r a l  was fo u n d  

t o  be  w o r t h l e s s  an d  p a n ic  s e t  i n .  No f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  

c o u ld  be  fo u n d  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and  t h e  tw e lv e  

h u n d re d  t o n s  o f  o r e  r e m a in e d  u n to u c h e d .  The f o r t  t h a t  

F r o b i s h e r  had  p la n n e d  t o  b u i l d  n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  The 

Company o f  C a th a y  was b a n k r u p t . ^

Among t h e  l o s e r s  i n  t h i s  v e n t u r e  was Edward de 

V e re ,  S e v e n te e n t h  E a r l  o f  O x fo rd ,  who h a d  i n v e s t e d  t h r e e  

t h o u s a n d  pounds i n  t h e  v o y a g e ,  f o r  w h ich  he  h ad  g iv e n  

Lok a  b o n d , m aking  him t h e  l a r g e s t  i n v e s t o r  i n  t h e  e n ­

t e r p r i s e .  The " g o ld  o r e "  h a v in g  b e e n  p ro v e d  w o r t h l e s s ,  

Lok was a c c u s e d  o f  b e in g  "a  f a l s e  a c c o u n t a n t  t o  t h e  com­

p a n y , a  c o z e n e r  o f  my L ord  o f  O x fo rd ,  no v e n t u r e r  a t  a l l  

i n  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  a  b a n k r u p t  k n a v e ."  The a c c u s a t i o n  was 

made b y  F r o b i s h e r  and  h i s  f o l l o w e r s . ^5 L0k; a c c u s e d  F r o ­

b i s h e r  o f  d i s h o n e s t y  b u t  i t  was Lok who was t r i e d  f o r  

h a v in g  g iv e n  f a l s e  t e s t i m o n y  a b o u t  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  o r e .

^ S h o r t  H is to ry , p . 120. ^ B o u rn e , p . 161.
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A l l  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  seem ed t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  knew 

t h e  o r e  was w o r t h l e s s  when h e  s o ld  L o rd  O x fo rd  h i s  s h a r e s .  

Lok p r o t e s t e d ,  c l a im i n g  he w as i n n o c e n t . 66  The l a s t  t h a t  

i s  known o f  Lok i s  a s  a  p e t i t i o n e r  f ro m  t h e  F l e e t  P r i s o n .  

He was condem ned a t  t h e  s u i t  o f  Wm. Borowgh t o  p a y  200 

pounds f o r  a  s h i p  b o u g h t  o f  him  f o r  F r o b i s h e r ’ s  l a s t  v o y ­

a g e ,  b u t  he  c la im e d  i t  was n o t  h i s  d e b t . ^7

L ord  O x f o r d ’ s  in v e s tm e n t  o f  a  bond  f o r  t h r e e
, .<■

th o u s a n d  pou nds  may be  ech o ed  in  The M e rch a n t  o f  V e n ic e  

when A n to n io  g i v e s  h i s  bond f o r  t h r e e  th o u s a n d  d u c a t s  

t o  Shy l o c k — s h y ^  Lok. A n to n io  seem s t o  b e  a l i k e l y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  L o rd  O x fo rd ;  S h y lo c k  may be  Lok; an d  

P o r t i a  may be  Queen E l i z a b e t h . ^9 The n t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  

d u c a t s  f o r  w h ic h  A n to n io  e n t e r e d  i n t o  b o n d ,” i s  e x a c t l y  

t h e  same am ount f o r  w h ich  O xfo rd  e n t e r e d  i n t o  b o n d  i n  

p o u n d s .

As A n to n io  b r o o d s ,  S o la n io  a d d r e s s e d  h im  w i t h

w ords  t h a t  c o u ld  w e l l  have  b e e n  s a i d  t o  O x fo rd  a f t e r

F r o b i s h e r  h a d  l e f t :

B e l i v e  me, s i r ,  had  I  su c h  v e n tu r e  f o r t h ,
The b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  my a f f e c t i o n s  w ould  
Be w i t h  my h o p e s  a b r o a d .  I  s h o u ld  b e  s t i l l  
P l u c k in g  t h e  g r a s s ,  t o  know w here  s i t s  t h e  w in d ;  
P e e r i n g  i n  m^ps f o r  p o r t s ,  and  p i e r s ,  and  r o a d s ;
And e v e r y  o b j e c t  t h a t  m igh t make me f e a r  
M i s f o r t u n e  t o  my v e n t u r e s ,  o u t  o f  d o u b t  
Would make me s a d . 70

^ S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p p .  1 1 7 -2 0 .

^ C a le n d a r  o f  S t a t e  P a p e r s .  C o l o n i a l  S e r i e s ,  E a s t  
I n d i e s .  C h in a  and  J a p a n .  1 5 1 3 - lo l6  (London: Longm an, G r e e n , 
Longman & R o b e r t s ,  1 8 6 2 ) ,  2 : x i x .
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To L ord  O x fo rd ,  whose f o r t u n e  was d w in d l in g

r a p i d l y  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  i n v e s t m e n t ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h r e e

th o u s a n d  pounds w ou ld  h av e  b e en  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r .

When B a s s a n io  a s k s  A n to n io  f o r  money t o  h e l p  him  make

p o s s i b l e  h i s  d ream  o f  m a r r y in g  P o r t i a ,  A n to n io  t e l l s  him:

Thou know ’ s t  t h a t  a l l  my f o r t u n e s  a r e  a t  s e a ;  
N e i t h e r  h av e  I  money n o r  comm odity 
To r a i s e  a  p r e s e n t  sum: t h e r e f o r e  go f o r th , j  
T ry  w h a t  my c r e d i t  c a n  i n  V en ice  d o .  71

B a s s a n io  f i n d s  S h y lo c k  an d  a s k s  him f o r  a  l o a n  and  S h y lo c k  

a n s w e r s ,  " T h re e  t h o u s a n d  d u c a t s  f o r  t h r e e  m o n th s ,  and  An­

t o n i o  b o u n d ."72  ^nd  t h e n  h e e x p r e s s e s  h i s  d o u b t s  a b o u t  

A n t o n i o ’ s  v e n t u r e s  a b ro a d :

B ut s h i p s  a r e  b u t  b o a r d s ,  s a i l o r s  b u t  men: t h e r e  be 
l a n d - r a t s , a n d  w a t e r - r a t s ,  w a t e r - t h i e v e s  and  l a n d -  
t h i e v e s ;  I  mean p i r a t e s  . . . '  ^

When L ord  O x fo rd  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  t h e  C o n t in e n t  i n  1576 , he

was a t t a c k e d  by  p i r a t e s  a n d  d u r i n g  h i s  a b s e n c e  one o f

h i s  s e r v a n t s  was d i s c h a r g e d  f o r  d e f r a u d i n g  h i m .7^  By 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e n ,  he  knew b o th  " w a t e r - t h i e v e s "  and  " l a n d -

t h i e v e s . "

What I  am s u g g e s t i n g  i s  t h a t  some o f  t h e  i n ­

c i d e n t s  i n  L o rd  O x f o r d ’ s  l i f e  may h ave  b e e n  known t o

6%ED S: 799: Shy— o f  q u e s t i o n a b l e  c h a r a c t e r ,  d i s ­
r e p u t a b l e ,  ’ s h a d y ’ .'

6^Eva T u r n e r  C l a r k ,  H idden  A l l u s i o n s  i n  S h ake­
s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s  (New Y ork: W i l l ia m  F a r q u h a r  P ay so n , 1 9 3 1 ) ,  
p .  1 9 8 .

701 .  1 .  16-23  711 .  1 .  1 7 7 -3 0  72 i .  3 . 9_ io

731 . 3- 21-3 74C la rk , p . 193.
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Map 1 2 ,  M I C H A E L  L O C K ’S MAP

From " Divtrs Voyages touching . 
the discoverie of Amirica," by.
Richard Hakluyt (ijBa)



S h a k e s p e a r e  and  t h a t  he may h ave  drawn on them  w h i l e  

w r i t i n g  t h i s  p l a y .  The r e f l e c t i o n s  a r e  s u b t l e ,  b u t  t h e y  

a r e  v e r y  s u g g e s t i v e .  I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  Queen 

h e r s e l f ,  who was an  i n v e s t o r  i n  t h e  C a th a y  Company, must 

h av e  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  outcom e o f  t h e  voyage  o f  157$ ,  

a n d  t h a t  h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l e g a l  p ro ce d u re s  a g a i n s t  Lok, 

w h ic h  s e n t  h im  t o  t h e  F l e e t , i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  P o r t i a ’ s 

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l e g a l  p r o c e d u r e s  a g a i n s t  S h y lo c k ,  th o u g h  

i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  m an n e r .  F o r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h i s  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  The M e rch a n t  o f  V e n ic e , t h e  r e a d e r  i s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  C la r k  and  O gburn .

T h e re  a r e  o t h e r  r e f l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  p l a y s  o f  

F r o b i s h e r * s  v o y a g e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  on h i s  s e c o n d  t r i p ,  

on Anne W arw ick e rs  I s l a n d ,  o f f  t h e  s h o re  o f  M eta I n c o g ­

n i t a ,  he  h a d  s e e n  c r e a t u r e s  w h ich  he t o o k  t o  be ’’A n th r o -  

p o p h a g i ,  o r  d e v o u r e r s  o f  mans f l e s h . * ' 7 6  M a r ty r ,  i n  d e s ­

c r i b i n g  C o lum bus’s  voyage  o f  1492 a l s o  m e n t io n e d  t h e  

t r i b e s  t h a t  m o le s te d  t h e  i s l a n d e r s  o f  H i s p a n i o l a :

The w y lde  and  m yscheuous p e o p le  c a l l e d  C a n ib a l s  
o r  C a r i b e s ,  w h iche  w ere  acc u s to m e d  t o  e a t e  f l e s s c h e  
(a n d  c a l l e d  o f  t h e  o ld e  w r i t e r s  a n t h r o p o p h a g i ) m ol­
e s t  them  e x e d y i n g ly ,  inu ad yng e  t h e y r  c o u n t r y ,  t a k y n g e  
them c a p t i v e ,  k y H y i n g  and  e a t y i n g  th e m . • '

S h a k e s p e a r e  r e f e r s  s e v e r a l  t im e s  t o  t h e  A n th ro p o p h a g i  who

t h e  v o y a g e r s  c la im e d  i n h a b i t e d  c e r t a i n  r e g i o n s  o f  A m e r ic a .

O t h e l l o  s a y s :

W h ere in  o f  a n t r e s  v a s t ,  an d  d e s e r t s  i d l e ,

75dnB 1 2 :9 2 .  7 6 H ak lu y t,  5 :1 5 1 .
77 F i r s t  Three E n g lis h , p . 66 .
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Rough q u a r r i e s ,  r o c k s ,  and  h i l l s  whose h e a d s  to u c h  

h e a v e n ,
I t  was my h i n t  t o  s p e a k , — s u c h  was t h e  p r o c e s s ;
And o f  t h e  C a n n ib a l s  t h a t  e a c h  o t h e r  e a t ,
The A n th r o p o p h a g i ,7 8

The w ord a p p e a r s  a g a i n  i n  The M erry  W ives o f  W in d s o r :

SIMPLE
M arry , s i r ,  I  come t o  s p e a k  w i t h  S i r  Jo h n  F a l s t a f f  
f ro m  M a s te r  S l e n d e r .

HOST
Therefe h i s  ch am b er ,  h i s  h o u s e ,  h i s  c a s t l e ,  h i s  s t a n d ­
i n g  b e d ,  and  t r u c k l e  b e d ;  ' t i s  p a i n t e d  a b o u t  w i t h  th e  
s t o r y  o f  t h e  P r o d i g a l ,  f r e s h  and  new. Go knock  and  
c a l l ;  h e ’ l l  s p e a k  l i k e  an  A n th r o p o p h a g in ia n  u n to  
t h e e :  k n o c k ,  I  s a y . 7 °

H ost means S im p le  w i l l  be  g iv e n  a  sa v a g e  r e c e p t i o n  i f  he

d i s t u r b s  F a l s t a f f .

N e i t h e r  M a r ty r  n o r  D io n i s e  S e t t l e ,  who w ro te  t h e

r e p o r t  o f  F r o b i s h e r ’ s  s e c o n d  v o y a g e ,  a c t u a l l y  i n v e n t e d  th e

te rm  ”a n t h r o p o p h a g i . ’’ They c o u ld  h av e  s e e n  i t  i n  P to le m y ’ s

G eography . On " T a b v la  A s ia e  V I I I ” i n  t h e  1540 i s s u e  from

B a s e l ,  t h e r e  a r e

t h e  a n th r o p o p h a g i  chopping a s  b u s i l y  a s  e v e r ,  w i th  
h e a d s  a n d  l im b s  f l y i n g  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  S h a k s p e r ’ s  
" d e s e r t s  i d l e "  O t h e l l o ’s  s p e e c h  a b o v e j  a r e  r e c a l l e d  
by  one o f  t h e  l e g e n d s  i n  t h e  c o r n e r ,  w h ich  in fo rm s  
u s  t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n  i s  'm o s t  m o u n ta in o u s ,  d e s e r t e d ,  
and  u n f r e q u e n t e d ’ an d  t h a t  i t  ’ l a c k s  c i t i e s . '  The 
m a rg in  i s  e n t e r t a i n i n g l y  f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  o s t r i c h e s ,  
d o g -h e a d e d  men, h u n t e r s ,  an d  a  s t r a n g e  human b e in g  
w i t h  one l e g ,  w h ic h  he  h o l d s  m ost u n c o m f o r ta b ly  o v e r  
h i s  h e a d  i n  s u c h  a  f a s h i o n  p re s u m a b ly  a s  t o  u se  t h e  
g i g a n t i c  f o o t  a s  a  s u n s h a d e .

As a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e - l i g h t ,  i n  1624 a  w r i t e r

7fil .  2 .  142 794 . 5 . 5_10
dQ

J .  M i l to n  F r e n c h ,  " O t h e l l o  Among t h e  A n th ro p o ­
p h a g i , "  i n  PMLA, XLIX. (1 9 3 4 ) ,  p p .  S 0 7 -9 .
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w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l s  E . S .  (B. o f  D .)  d e s c r i b i n g  A n th ro p o -  

p h a g u s  s a i d ,  "They a r e  l i k e  H a m le t ’ s  g h o s t ,  h i e  e t  u b i q u e , ^ 1  

h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  a n d  e v e r y w h e r e ." $ 2  t .  S .  i n  A thenaeum ,

13 Novem ber, 1&75, s a i d ,  " t h e  a u t h o r  i s  h e r e  s p e a k in g  o f  

t i m e - s e r v e r s  and  f l a t t e r e r s ." ^ 3  Qa n  t h i s  be a n o t h e r  mean­

i n g  H o s t  i n t e n d e d  f o r  F a l s t a f f ?

B ecau se  o f  t h e  b a n k r u p t c y  o f  t h e  C a th ay  Company 

an d  t h e  s c r e a m in g  o f  t h e  i n v e s t o r s ,  F r o b i s h e r ’s  t h r e e  

v o y a g e s ,  c o n s i d e r e d  f a i l u r e s ,  w ere  b e r a t e d  and  h i s  con­

t r i b u t i o n  t o  g e o g ra p h y  o v e r l o o k e d .  B ut he was n o t  o v e r ­

lo o k e d  by  H a k lu y t .  H is  v o y a g e s  w ere  co m m erc ia l  f a i l u r e s ,  

b u t  t h e y  d i d  e n l a r g e  E n g l i s h  c o n c e p t s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

A m erican  c o n t i n e n t .

The "G en tlem en  A d v e n tu r e r s "  w ere  men who i n v e s ­

t e d  m oney-.in  t h e  v o y a g e s ;  t h e y  " v e n tu r e d "  t h e i r  money i n  

h o p e s  o f  m aking  a p r o f i t ,  b u t  many l o s t  more t h a n  t h e y  

g a i n e d .  The te r m  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h o s e  i n v e s t o r s  who d i d  n o t  

e n g ag e  i n  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who d i d .  I n  a 

r e p o r t  o f  Humphrey G i l b e r t ’ s  voy ag e  and  "a  d i s c o u r s e  o f  

t h e  n e c e s s i t i e  a n d  co m m od itie  o f  p l a n t i n g  E n g l i s h  C olon­

i e s  upon  t h e  N o r th  p a r t s  o f  A m erica ," . S i r  George Peckham 

w r o t e :

I  m ust now a c c o r d i n g  t o  my p ro m ise  shew f o o r t h  some 

g l HAM 1 .  5 . 157
d p
0 C. M. I n g l e b y ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  C e n tu r i e  o f  P r a y s e ; 

b e i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a  h i s t o r y  o f  o p i n io n  on S h a k e sp e a re  a n d  
h i s  w o rk s ,  A.D. 1591-1693  (L ondon: N. T rU bner & Co. , 1 8 7 9 ) .  
p .  1 5 9 .

°3Athenaeum, 13 November, 1S75 , p . 42 .
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p ro b a b le  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  i n  t h i s  jo u r n e y  
a r e  t o  t a k e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o f i t  b y  t h e  sam e. I t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  c o n v e n ie n t  t h a t  I  doe d i v i d e  t h e  a d v e n ­
t u r e r s  i n t o  two s o r t s :  t h e  no b lem en  a n d  g e n t le m a n  by 
th e m s e lv e s ,  an d  t h e  M e rc h a n ts  b y  t h e m s e l v e s .  F o r ,
a s  I  doe h e a r e ,  i t  i s  m ean t t h a t  t h e r e  s h a l l  be  one
s o c i e t i e  o f  t h e  Noblemen a n d  G e n tle m e n , and  a n o t h e r
s o c i e t i e  o f  t h e  m e r c h a n t s .  ^

I n  t h e  C la e n d a r  S t a t e  P a p e r s ,  3 May 1 5 7 8 , we r e a d :

94* A ccoun t o f  t h e  money r e c e i v e d  and  p a i d  by  
[M ichae l  Lokl f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  v o y a g e s  o f  
C a p ta in  F r o b i s h e r  t o  t h e  N o r t h - w e s t .  The a c c o u n t  
f o r  t h e  se c o n d  voyage  shows a b a l a n c e  o f  9 0 1 7 . n o t  
p a i d .  The r e c e i p t s  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  voy age  up t o  t h i s  
d a t e ,  amount t o  2 ,968/* . 1 2 s .  The Queen h e a d s  t h e  
l i s t  w i t h  1 , 3 5 0 jT.; L o rd  Pem broke p a id  2 02* . ; 1 0 s . ;  
Walsyngham, 1 8 2 f .  7 s . ;  S i r  T h o s .  G resham , 1 7 0 * . ;
E a r l  o f  Warwick and Edm. H ogan, 135 /*  e a c h ;  L ord  
B u rg h le y ,  1 0 0 > l ;  S i r  F r a s .  K n o l l y s ,  P h i l i p  S ydney ,
Jo h n  Som ers, S e c .  W i l s o n ,  S i r  H en ry  W a l lo p ,  R o b t .  
K y n d e rs le y  and  C h r i s t .  H udson , e a c h  6 7 ^ .  1 0 s . ;
R ic h a rd  Yonge, 5 0 / ;  t h e  C o u n te s s  o f  W arwick and 
Mathew F y e ld ,  35 /*  e a c h ;  a n d  L ady  Pem broke, M at. 
K y n d e r s le y ,  and  Wm. D ow gle , ■ 33/*. 1 5 s .  e a c h .  The 
paym ents  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  v o y a g e  up  t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  
amount t o  2 , 6 4 6 /  3 s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  sums o f  4 0 0 / . ,  
5 9 6 / . ,  and  6 0 / .  t o  F r o b i s h e r ;  s e v e r a l  p aym en ts  t o  
F e n to n ;  2 5 / .  t o  J o n a s  f o r  a  q u a r t e r ; .*20 Jr. t o  C a p t .
H a l l ,  and  2 2 / .  1 0 s .  t o  R o b t .  D e n h a m .  7

Among t h e  l o s e r s  i n  F r o b i s h e r ’s  v o y a g e s  w ere  t h e  

E a r l  o f  L e i c e s t e r ,  t h e  E a r l  o f  S u s s e x ,  F r a n c i s  W a ls in g -  

ham, P h i l i p  S id n e y ,  and  L o rd  B u r g h le y  whom I  h ave  c h o se n  

a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  whose r e f l e c t i o n s  

I  s e e  i n  t h e  p l a y s .  S om etim es , a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  L ord  B urgh­

l e y ,  t h e  re s e m b la n c e  seem s q u i t e  c o m p le te  i n  one c h a r a c t e r ,  

som etim es  t h e  man r e f e r r e d  t o  may be s e e n  i n  two c h a r a c -

^ H a k l u y t ,  6 : 6 2 - 3 .

^ C a le n d a r  s t a t e  P a p e r s . 2 :37*
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t e r s  i n  t h e  same p l a y ;  and  som etim es  two men o f  t h e  p o e t ’ s  

d a y  may s u g g e s t  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  a  s i n g l e  c h a r a c t e r  

i n  a .p l a y .

L ord  L e i c e s t e r  

R o b e r t  D u d ley , l a t e r  t o  be L ord  L e i c e s t e r ,  and  

P r i n c e s s  ( a f t e r w a r d s  Queen) E l i z a b e t h ,  who w ere  a b o u t  t h e  

same a g e ,  h ad  b e en  c h i ld h o o d  f r i e n d s  from  t h e i r  e a r l y  

y e a r s .  °  B e fo re  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  t h e y  

h a d  gone th r o u g h  a d e s p e r a t e  t im e  when t h e y  w e re  b o t h  im - 

r i s o n e d  i n  t h e  Tower d u r i n g  t h e  same y e a r s .  She a f t e r ­

w a rd s  sp o k e  o f  h i s  g o o d n e ss  t o  h e r  t h e n  and  o f  how ” he 

n e v e r  c e a s e d  h i s  f o r m e r  k i n d n e s s  and  s e r v i c e ,  an d  e v en  

s o l d  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n s  t o  p r o v id e  me w i t h  f u n d s . ” They 

h a d  known e a c h  o t h e r  s i n c e  sh e  was e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d ,  he 

n i n e ,  an d  t h e y  had  a lw a y s  b e e n  c o n g e n i a l  i n  many w a y s .

One q u a l i t y  t h e y  e s p e c i a l l y  s h a r e d :  an  i n s a t i a b l e  v a n i t y ;

a n d  t h e y  b o th  h ad  a  c a p a c i t y  f o r  d u p l i c i t y . ^
On 4 Ju n e  1550 D udley  m a r r i e d  Amy R o b s a r t .  I n

s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was m a r r i e d ,  f ro m  t h e  moment

o f  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  becom ing  q u een  i n  155&> D ud ley  was h e r

f a v o r i t e  an d  re m a in e d  so  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h ,  d e s p i t e  t h e

Q u een ’ s  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  o t h e r  members o f  h e r  c o u r t .  I n

U n le s s  o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d ,  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  l i v e s  
o f  t h e  f i v e  g e n t le m e n  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  from  
t h e  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  N a t i o n a l  B io g ra p h y .

^ D o r o t h y  O gburn , C h a r l t o n  O gburn , T h i s  S t a r  o f  
E n g la n d :  ’’W il l ia m  S h a k e -S p e a r e ” Man o f  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ” 
(New Y ork: Coward-McCann, I n c . ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  p .  48'.
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Indentsgravix, arte patens, nwjmutpiejax 

'Principisi incertam licjuitposijunanjama

■ R O B E R T  D U D L E Y

Drawn by'Thom as Derrick from  “  Herologia Aliglice, 
by H enry lJo lland  (1620) ^

P i g .  if.2. R o b e r t  D u d le y .  I n  H a k l u y t ' s  
■ P r in c ip a l  N a v i g a t i o n s .
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155^ D ud ley  was named M a s te r  o f  t h e  H orse  a n d  w as l a t e r  

sw orn i n t o  t h e  P r i v y  C o u n c i l .  The Queen made no s e c r e t  

o f  h e r  i n f a t u a t i o n  and  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d o u b t  i n  some 

m inds t h a t  sh e  p la n n e d  t o  m arry  h im . Her L o rd  C ham ber- 

l a i n ,  t h e  E a r l  o f  S u s s e x ,  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  f o r c e  

i n  E n g la n d  t o  work c o n t i n u o u s l y  t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  m ar­

r i a g e  w h ic h  he  f e l t  w ould  n o t  o n ly  f a i l  t o  b r i n g  h a p ­

p i n e s s  t o  t h e  Queen, b u t  w ould  be g r e a t l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  

t o  E n g la n d .00 On $ S ep tem ber  1560 , Lady Amy d i e d  i n  an  

a c c i d e n t  i n  h e r  home i n  Cumnor P l a c e .  H er d e a t h  rem oved 

t h e  c h i e f  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  Queen an d  Dud­

l e y .  Though 1a  j u r y  o f  i n q u e s t  r u l e d  t h a t  Lady Amy’ s  

d e a th  was a c c i d e n t a l ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e en  s u s p i c i o u s  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s  i n  h e r  d e a t h  and m a l i c i o u s  ru m o rs  p e r s i s t e d .

I n  1564  D udley  was c r e a t e d  B aron  D en b ig h  an d  

t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  E a r l  o f  L e i c e s t e r .  I n  A u g u s t  1565  t h e  Queen 

p a id  h e r  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  K e n i lw o r th ,  w h ich  sh e  h a d  g r a n t e d  

L e i c e s t e r  i n  1 5 6 3 , and  was r e c e i v e d  w i t h  g r e a t  pomp and  

p a g e a n t r y .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s  L e i c e s t e r  becam e r i c h  

and  a l l - p o w e r f u l  i n  t h e  c o u r t . I n  May 1573» h a v in g  g iv e n  

up a l l  hope  o f  m a r ry in g  t h e  Queen, he  s e c r e t l y  m a r r i e d  

Lady D o u g la s  S h e f f i e l d ,  a  widow. The Queen d i d  n o t  know 

o f  t h i s  m a r r i a g e .  I n  J u l y  1575 L e i c e s t e r  a g a i n  e n t e r ­

t a i n e d  t h e  Queen a t  K e n i lw o r th  w here  e l a b o r a t e  p a g e a n t s  

and  g ay  f e s t i v i t i e s  on an  e x t r a v a g a n t  s c a l e  p r e v a i l e d  f o r

SB
Ogburn, p . 4£.



e i g h t e e n  d a y s .

I n  1577 L e i c e s t e r  i n v e s t e d  i n  F r a n c i s  D r a k e ’ s 

e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  New W o rld .  The n e x t  y e a r ,  h a v in g  d i s ­

s o l v e d  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  Lady S h e f f i e l d ,  L e i c e s t e r  m a r r i e d  

L e t t i c e  K n o l l y s ,  widow o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  E s s e x .  A g a in ,  t h e  

f a c t  o f  h i s  m a r r i a g e  was k e p t  f ro m  t h e  Q ueen. I n  A ugu s t  

1579  t h e  F re n c h  a m b a s s a d o r ,  M. de S im ie r ,  b ro k e  t h e  news 

t o  h e r  an d  a  s to r m  b ro k e  l o o s e . She was f u r i o u s  and  

L e i c e s t e r  was t e m p o r a r i l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  a c a s t l e  i n  G re e n ­

w ich  u n t i l  t h e  Queen r e c o v e r e d  from  h e r  a n g e r .

I n  May 15$2 L e i c e s t e r  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a d v e n ­

t u r e r  i n  Edward F e n t o n ’ s  v oy ag e  t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  B r a z i l .  

He i n v e s t e d  3000 pounds i n  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  w h ich  was a 

c o m p le te  f a i l u r e .  Among t h e  o t h e r  a d v e n t u r e r s  i n  t h i s  

voy ag e  w ere  t h e  E a r l  o f  O x fo rd ,  S i r  F a n c i s  W als ingham , 

and  L ord  B u r g h le y .

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  a t  l e a s t  two w r i t e r s  who h ave  

c o n n e c te d  O b e ro n ’ s  v i s i o n  i n  A Midsummer N i g h t ' s  Dream 

w i t h  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  K e n i lw o r th  i n  

1 5 7 5 . 9 °

The l i t t l e  a l l e g o r y  w h ich  we a r e  a b o u t  t o  c o n s i d e r  
c o m p r i s e s ,  i n  a  few  h i n t s  p e r f e c t l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  
c o n te m p o ra ry  e a r s , a  l o n g  and  i n t r i c a t e  s t o r y  o f  
q u e e n s ,  p r i n c e s ,  f a v o u r i t e s ,  and  c o u r t i e r s ,  t h e  
m ost d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  t h e i r  day : b u t ,  i n v o l v i n g  
n o t h i n g  bey o n d  t h e i r  d o m e s t ic  h i s t o r y ,  i t  i s  no

89B. M. W ard, p .  2 4 1 .
9^Jam es B oaden . On t h e  S o n n e ts  o f  S h a k e s p e a re  

(London: T . Rodd, 1& 37), a s d  R ev . N. J .  H a lp in ,  O b e ro n ’ s  
V i s i o n  i n  t h e  "Midsummer N i g h t ’ s  Dream" (London: S h a k e ­
s p e a r e  S o c i e t y ,  1843)*
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w onder t h a t ,  a s  t h e y  d i e d  aw ay, an d  d i s a p p e a r e d  
from  th e  b u s y  s t a g e  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  
f o i b l e s  and  t h e i r  e r r o r s ,  t h e i r  p a s s i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  
c r im e s ,  s h o u ld  f a d e  and  wax dim  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  r e ­
c o l l e c t i o n ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  p o e t i c a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e i r  
f r a i l i t i e s ,  p u r p o s e l y  o b s c u r e  a t  f i r s t , s h o u ld  
g r a d u a l l y  l o s e  i t s  d i s t i n c t n e s s ,  an d  a t  l e n g t h  p r e ­
s e n t  t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  r e a d e r  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a  s e r ­
i e s  o f  b e a u t i f u l  b u t  u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  im a g e r y .  . . .
A l e a d i n g  in d u c e m e n t  t o  e n g a g e  i n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  
was a  d e s i r e  t o  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  s u b j e c t  w h ic h ,  
i f  s u s p e c t e d  a t  a l l ,  h a s  h e r e t o f o r e  r e c e i v e d  f a r  l e s s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a n  i t  d e s e r v e s :  I  mean t h a t  c o n d i ­
t i o n  o f  o u r  e a r l i e r  dram a w h ic h ,  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  
t h e  E u p h u i s t . may be c a l l e d  " t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  p a s ­
t i m e s ; "  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  
d ram a— t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  and  i n ­
c i d e n t s  o f  d r a m a t i c  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  t o  t h e  c h a r a c ­
t e r s  and  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  t i m e s  t h e n  c u r r e n t .  T h a t  
c o n d i t i o n  . . . p e r v a d e s ,  t o  a n  e x t e n t  n o t  l i g h t l y  
c r e d i b l e ,  t h e  w ho le  o f  t h e  S h a k e s p e a r i a n  p e r i o d .

I t  was d u r i n g  E l i z a b e t h ' s  summer p r o g r e s s  i n  

1575 and  h e r  r e s i d e n c e  i n  K e n i lw o r th  C a s t l e ,  t h a t  t h e  

E a r l  o f  L e i c e s t e r  a g a i n  made a n  e a r n e s t  a t t e m p t  t o  w in  

t h e  Q u e e n 's  hand  i n  m a r r i a g e ,  e v e n  th o u g h  he  was s t i l l  

m a r r i e d  t o  Lady S h e f f i e l d  a n d  was s e c r e t l y  c o u r t i n g  Lady 

K n o l l y s .  A m a r r i a g e  b e tw e e n  E l i z a b e t h  and  t h e  young 

Duke o f  A len 9on o f  F ra n c e  h a d  lo n g  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  

n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  a n d ,  th o u g h  E l i z a b e t h  had  a t  f i r s t  d i s ­

c o u ra g e d  t h e  m atch  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  o f  y e a r s ,  

s h e  g r a n t e d  h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  v i s i t  h e r  i n  1 5 7 4 .  L e i c e s t e r  

w as a la rm e d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i s  d a n g e r o u s  r i v a l  an d  

he  p u t  a l l  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n t o  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  a t  K e n i lw o r t h ,  

S o m e th in g  h a p p e n e d  on t h e  e l e v e n t h  day  o f  h e r  

v i s i t  w hich  gave  h e r  g r e a t  o f f e n s e .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  sh e

^ H a lp in ,  pp . v i ,  v i i i .
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fo u n d  o u t  a b o u t  L e i c e s t e r ’ s  s e c r e t  l o v e - l i f e .  "Fem ale  

j e a l o u s y  was v i s i b l e  t o  O b e ro n ,"  s a y s  H a l p in .  The f i e r y  

s h a f t  was

Quenched i n  t h e  c h a s t e  beam s o f  t h e  w a t ’ r y  moon,
And t h e  i m p e r i a l  V o t a r e s s  p a s s e d  on 
I n  m aiden  m e d i t a t i o n ,  f a n c y - f r e e .92

B ut t h e  b o l t ,  w h ic h  l e f t  h e r  u n s c a th e d ,  d i d  n o t  p a s s  
t o  a n o t h e r  w i t h o u t  f a t a l  e f f e c t .

I t  f e l l  upon  a  l i t t l e ' ,  w e s t e r n  f l o w e r .
The i n c i d e n t  o f  one l o v e r  eng aged  w i t h  two m i s t r e s ­
s e s  a t  once  i s  t h e  o b v io u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  C upid  
s h o o t i n g  a t  one s h a f t  w h ich  wounded a n o t h e r .  L e i c ­
e s t e r  i s  c l e a r l y  t h e  h e r o ,  an d  Queen E l i z a b e t h  t h e  
f a i r  V e s t a l  . Q- . t h e  ’ l i t t l e  w e s t e r n  f l o w e r ’ i s  
Lady L e t t i c e . ^

The s t o r y  i n v o l v e s  t h e  f a t e  o f  p r i n c e s ,  s t a t e s ­

men, a n d  n o b l e s ,  and  i s  u s h e r e d  i n  w i th  p o r t e n t s ,  w h i c h , ^  

a s  was g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d ,  omened t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  th e  

g r e a t .  The m erm aid s i n g i n g  h e r  e n c h a n tm e n ts  was t h e  o l d  

a n d  a p p o s i t e  t y p e  o f  t h o s e  fe m a le  s e d u c t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y  

so  f a t a l  t o  t h e i r  o b j e c t s .  The " s t a r s  s h o o t i n g  m adly

f ro m  t h e i r  s p h e r e s "  w e re  t h e  p r o d i g i e s  w hich  f o r e b o d e d

d i s a s t e r s  t o  t h e  g r e a t . The phenomenon seems t o  s i g n i f y  

a  S t a r  ( a  h ig h  and  m ig h ty  p o t e n t a t e )  w i l d l y  r u s h i n g  f ro m  

t h e  s p h e r e  o f  t h e  b r i g h t  and  l o f t y  Moon ( t h e  q u e e n ) ,  

d a r t i n g  b e n e a th  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  E a r t h  (a  l a d y  i n ­

f e r i o r  t o  t h e  Q u een ) ,  and  f a l l i n g  i n  a  h e ap  on t h e  l a p  

o f  Love i n  i d l e n e s s , a n  e m b le m a tic  f l o w e r , s i g n i f y i n g  a  

m i s t r e s s  i n  c o n c e a lm e n t .  The p r o d i g i e s  a r e  p o e t i c a l -  

im a g e ry ,  p i c k e d  up f ro m  t h e  a c t u a l  p a g e a n t r y  w h ich

9^2.1.162-4 93jjaip inj pp# 2B-9.
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F i g .  ij.3. Queen E l i z a b e t h  a s  D ia n a .  In  
Eva T u rn e r  C l a r k ' s  The S a t i r i c a l  Comedy 
L o v e 's  L a b o u r 's  L o s t .
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a c c o m p a n ie d  t h e  r e a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  H e l p i n ’ s  i n t e r p r e ­

t a t i o n  i s  one o f  many. I  g iv e  i t  h e r e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  one 

way i n  w h ich  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  w r i t i n g  c a n  be  s e e n  t o  r e f l e c t  

t o p i c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  L e i c e s t e r .

H a lp in  com pares t h e  p o e t i c a l  a l l e g o r y  ( i n  j u x t a ­

p o s i t i o n )  w i th  a  s im p le  p a r a p h r a s e  o f  t h e  l i t e r a l  m ean ing  

w h ic h  he h a s  g iv e n  i t ,  a n d  s a y s ,  " I f  t h e  r e s u l t  be n o t  a  

c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  th e  p a r a l l e l  i s  t o o  e x a c t  t o  be  t h e  o f f ­

s p r i n g  o f  c h a n c e ,  and t h e  harm ony t o o  u n c o n s t r a i n e d  and  

n a t u r a l  t o  be t h e  a c c o rd  o f  a n y  t h i n g  b u t  t r u t h ,  I  s h a l l  

f r e e l y  c o n f e s s  t h a t  my i m a g i n a t i o n  h a s  v e r y  g r o s s l y  im­

p o se d  upon my s e n s e s . "94

P a r a p h r a s e .
Come h i t h e r ,  P u c k .  You 
d o u b t l e s s  rem em ber when, 
o n ce  upon a  t i m e ,  s i t t i n g  
t o g e t h e r  on a  r i s i n g  g ro u n d ,  
o r  b r a y ,  b y  t h e  s i d e  o f  a  
p i e c e  o f  w a t e r ,  we saw w hat 
t o  u s  a p p e a r e d  ( th o u g h  t o  
o t h e r s  i t  m ig h t  h av e  w orn a 
d i f f e r e n t  s e m b la n c e )  a  m er­
m aid  s i t t i n g  on a  d o l p h i n ’s  
b a c k ,  an d
s i n g i n g  so  s w e e t l y  t o  t h e  a c ­
com panim ent o f  a  b a n d  o f  m usic  
p l a c e d  i n s i d e  o f  an  a r t i f i c i a l  
d o l p h i n ,  t h a t  one c o u ld  v e r y  
w e l l  im a g in e  t h e  w aves o f  t h e  
mimic s e a  b e f o r e  u s  w o u ld ,  had  
t h e y  b e e n  r u f f l e d ,  h a v e  ca lm ed  
and  s e t t l e d  t h e m s e lv e s  down t o  
l i s t e n  t o  h e r  m elod y ; 
a n d ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  
was a  f l i g h t  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  f i r e ­
w o rk s  r e s e m b l in g  s t a r s ,  w h ic h  
p lu n g e d  v e r y  s t r a n g e l y  o u t  o f  
t h e i r  n a t u r a l  e le m e n t  down i n t o  
t h e  w a t e r ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  r e m a in in g  
t h e r e  a  w h i l e ,  r o s e  a g a i n ,  i n t o  
t h e  a i r ,  a s  i f  w i s h i n g  t o  h e a r  

To h e a r  t h e  s e a - m a id ’s  m u s ic ,  once  more t h e  s e a - m a i d ’ s m u s ic .

T e x t .
My g e n t l e  Puck, come h i t h e r  

Thou r e m e m b e r 's t  
When once  I  s a t  upon a p r o ­

m o n to ry ,

And saw

a mermaid 
on a  d o lp h in A s  b a c k ,

U t t e r i n g  su c h  d u l c e t  and  
h a rm o n io u s  so und s

T h a t  t h e  ru d e  s e a  grew c i v i l  
a t  h e r  s o n g :

And c e r t a i n  s t a r s  s h o t  m adly  

from  t h e i r  s p h e r e s

94H alpin , p. 91.
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PUCK

I  remember

OBERON 

T h a t  v e r y  t im e  I  saw—

( b u t  t h o u  c o u l d s t  n o t . )

F l y i n g

b e tw e e n  t h e  c o ld  Moon 

a n d  t h e  E a r t h .

C u p id

a l l  a rm ’d i ,

a  c e r t a i n  a im  he  to o k

A t a  f a i r  V e s t a l
t h r o n e d  by  t h e  W e s t ;

And l o o s e d  a  l o v e - s h a f t  
s m a r t l y  f ro m  h i s  bow.

As i t  s h o u ld  p i e r c e  
a  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  h e a r t s ; 

B u t  I  m ig h t  se~e

young  C u p id ’ s  f i e r y  
s h a f t

Q uenched i n  t h e  c h a s t e  
beams

o f  t h e  w a t ' r y  Moon;
And t h e  I m p e r i a l  V o t l r e s s  

p a s s e d  o n .

I n  m a id en  m e d i t a t i o n ,

f a n c y - f r e e .
Y e t

PUCK
I  remember s u c h  t h i n g s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  e x h i b i t e d  am ongst th e  
p a g e a n t r y  a t  K e n i lw o r th  C a s t l e ,  
d u r i n g  t h e  P r i n c e l y  P l e a s u r e s  
g iv e n  on t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  Queen 
E l i z a b e t h ’s v i s i t  i n  1575*

OBERON
You a r e  r i g h t .  W ell ,  a t  t h a t  
v e r y  t im e  and  p l a c e ,  I ,  ( a n d  
p e rh a p s  a few  o t h e r  o f  th e  
c h o i c e r  s p i r i t s , )  c o u l d  d i s c e r n  
a  c i r c u m s ta n c e  t h a t  w a s  im p e r ­
c e p t i b l e  t o  y o u  (and t h e  m ea n e r  
m u l t i t u d e  o f  g u e s t s  a n d  v i s i t ­
a n t s )  :
i n  f a c t ,  I  saw —w a v e r in g  i n  h i s  
p a s s i o n
b e tw ee n  ( C y n th ia ,  Q ueen 
E l i z a b e t h ,
a n d ,  ( T e l l u s ,  o r )  t h e  Lady 
D o u g la s ,  C o u n te s s  o f  S h e f f i e l d ,  
(Endym ion, o r )  th e  E a r l  o f  
L e i c e s t e r *
a l l - a r m e d ,  i n  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n c e  
o f  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  s t o r m in g  
t h e  h e a r t  o f  h i s  R o y a l  M i s t r e s s .  
He made a  p r e d e t e r m in e d  and a  
w e l l - d i r e c t e d  e f f o r t  f o r  t h e  
h a n d  o f  E l i z a b e t h ,  t h e  V i r g i n  
Queen o f  E n g la n d , 
a n d  p re s u m p tu o u s ly  made su c h  
lo v e  t o  h e r — r a s h  u n d e r  a l l  
t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s —a s  i f  he 
f a n c i e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  s h e  n o r  
a n y  woman i n  t h e  w o r ld  c o u ld  
r e s i s t  h i s  s u i t :  b u t  i t  was 
e v i d e n t  t o  me, (and t o  th e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t e d , ) t h a t  
t h e  a r d e n t  L e i c e s t e r ' s  d e s ­
p e r a t e  v e n t u r e  was l o s t  i n  
t h e  p r i d e ,  p r u d e ry ,  a n d  j e a l ­
o u sy  o f  pow er, which i n v a r i ­
a b l y  swayed
t h e  t i d e  o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  p a s ­
s i o n s ;  and  t h e  V i rg in  Queen 
f i n a l l y  d e p a r t e d  from  K e n i l ­
w o r th  C a s t l e
u n s h a c k le d  .w ith  a m a t r i m o n i a l  
e n g a g e m e n t ,
a n d  a s  h e a r t - w h o le  a s  e v e r .
And y e t  ( c o n t in u e s  O b e ro n ) ,  
c u r i o u s  t o  o b se rv e  t h e  c o l -
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m arked  I  

w here  t h e  b o l t  o f  C upid  

f e l l ;
I t  f e l l

upon a  l i t t l e  w e s t e r n  
f l o w e r .

B e fo re  m i l k - w h i t e ;

now p u r p l e  w i th  L o v e ’ s  
wound:

And m a id en s

c a l l  i t

l o v e - i n - i d l e n e s s .

F e tc h  me t h e  f l o w e r .

l a t e r a l  i s s u e s  o f  t h i s  am or­
o u s  p r e p a r a t i o n ,
I  w a tc h e d  (w h a te v e r  o t h e r s  
may h av e  d o ne)  and  d i s c o v e r ­
ed  t h e  p e r s o n  on whom L e i c ­
e s t e r ’s  i r r e g u l a r  p a s s i o n  
was s e c r e t l y  f i x e d :  
i t  was f i x e d
Upon L e t t i c e ,  a t  t h a t  t im e  
t h e  w i f e  o f  W a l te r  E a r l  o f  
E s s e x ,  an  Englishw om an o f  
r a n k  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  
o f  h i s  g r e a t  a m b i t io n ;  
who, p r e v i o u s  t o  t h i s  u n h a p ­
py  a t t a c h m e n t ,  was n o t  o n ly  
p u re  and  i n n o c e n t  i n  c o n d u c t ,  
b u t  u n b le m is h e d  a l s o  i n  r e p u ­
t a t i o n ;  a f t e r  w h ich  sh e  became 
n o t  o n ly  d e e p l y  in f la m e d  w i th  
a  c r i m i n a l  p a s s i o n ,  and  s t i l l  
more d e e p l y  ( p e r h a p s )  s t a i n e d  
w i t h  a  h u s b a n d ’s  b lo o d ,  b u t  
t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a l s o ,  o f  shame 
a n d  o b lo q u y .
T h o se , h o w e v er ,  who p i t y  h e r  
w e a k n e s s ,  an d  c o m p a s s io n a te  
h e r  m i s e r y ,  s t i l l  o f f e r  a 
f e e b l e  aijdLogy f o r  h e r  c o n ­
d u c t ,  by  c a l l i n g  i t  t h e  r e ­
s u l t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s  v o l ­
u n t a r y  a b s e n c e ,  o f  t h e  w a s te  
o f  a f f e c t i o n s  n a t u r a l l y  t e n ­
d e r  an d  f o n d ,  and  o f  th e  
i d l e n e s s  o f  a  h e a r t  t h a t  
m ig h t  h av e  b e e n  f a i t h f u l  i f  
b u s i e d  w i t h  d o m e s t ic  l o v e s .

You c a n n o t  m is t a k e ,  a f t e r  
a l l  I  h av e  s a i d — pj.
Go— f e t c h  me t h a t  f l o w e r . "

When t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  

Queen w i th  t h e  Duke o f  A le n q o n  w ere  renew ed  i n  157$ , 

L e i c e s t e r  was a g a i n  u p s e t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  he  knew t h a t  she  

w ould  n e v e r  m a r ry  him  a n d  h a d  h i m s e l f  j u s t  m a r r i e d  t h e

952„ 1 . 147-169, H a lp in , 9 1 -5 .
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C o u n te s s  o f  E s s e x .  The a t t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  D uke’ s  am bas­

s a d o r ,  S i m i e r ,  t o  t h e  Queen was v e r y  i r r i t a t i n g  t o  L e i c ­

e s t e r .  T here  i s  a  p a s s a g e  i n  L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t  t h a t  

may a l s o  r e f e r  t o  L e i c e s t e r .

HOLOFERNES.
The d e a r  w as, a s  you  know, s a n g u i s . - - i n  b lo o d ;  r i p e  
a s  a  pom ew ater , who now h a n g e th  l i k e  a  j e w e l  i n  t h e  
e a r  o f  c a e l o , — t h e  s k y ,  t h e  w e l k i n ,  t h e  h e a v e n ;  and 
a n o n  f a l l e t h  l i k e  a  c r a b  on t h e  f a c e  o f  t e r r a . — t h e  
s o i l ,  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  e a r t h .

SIR NATHANIEL.
T r u l y ,  M a s te r  H o l o f e r n e s ,  t h e  e p i t h e t s  a r e  s w e e t l y  
v a r i e d ,  l i k e  a  s c h o l a r  a t  t h e  l e a s t :  b u t ,  s i r ,  I  
a s s u r e  y e ,  i t  was a  b u ck  o f  t h e  f i r s t  h e a d .

HOLOFERNES.
S i r  N a t h a n i e l ,  haud  c r e d o .

DULL.
’ Tv/as n o t  a  haud  c r e d o ; ' t w a s  a  p r i c k e t . 9 o

T h is  p a s s a g e  c o u ld  be t r a n s l a t e d  t o  mean t h a t  

t h e  " d e e r " — E l i z a b e t h ’s  " d e e r ” ( t h e  f a v o r i t e  e x p r e s s i o n  

a t  t h e  t im e  f o r  " d e a r " ) —w as " i n  b l o o d , "  a r d e n t ,  " r i p e "  

f o r  m a tr im o n y , and  was i n  t h e  s e v e n t h  h e a v e n  o f  m a t r i ­

m o n ia l  b l i s s ,  b u t  h a d ,  a f t e r  S i m i e r  t o l d  E l i z a b e t h  o f  

h i s  m a r r i a g e ,  soon  f a l l e n  t o  e a r t h ,  l i k e  " a  c r a b , "  t h a t  

i s ,  a  c r a b a p p l e .  N a t h a n i e l  s a y s  he  w as a  "b u ck  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  h e a d " :  t h a t  i s ,  a  d e e r  whose a n t l e r s  w ere  j u s t  

fo rm e d  ( S im ie r  h a v in g  c a u s e d  L e i c e s t e r  t o  "w e a r  h o r n s , "  

t o  be  cuckoldetj). D u l l  o b j e c t s  t h a t  h e  was "a  p r i c k e t , "  

w h ic h  i s  a  buck  i n  h i s  s e c o n d  y e a r — L e i c e s t e r  h a v in g  

b e e n  m a r r i e d  two y e a r s .  H o l o f e r n e s  o f f e r s  t o  compose 

an  e p i t a p h  on t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  " d e e r , "  who was " k i l l e d "

964 . 2 . 3 - 12 '
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( d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e  Q u e en ’ s  f a v o r ) . 97

The p r e y f u l  p r i n c e s s  p i e r c e d  and p r i c k t  
a  p r e t t y  p l e a s i n g  p r i c k e t ;

Some s a y  a  s o r e ;  b u t  n o t  a  s o r e ,  
t i l l  now made s o r e  w i t h  s h o o t i n g .

The d o g s  d i d  y e l l :  p u t  1 t o  s o r e ,  
t h e n  s o r e l  jum ps from  t h i c k e t ;

Or p r i c k e t ,  s o r e ,  o r  e l s e  s o r e l ;  
t h e  p e o p le  f a l l  a - h o o t i n g .

I f  s o r e  be  s o r e ,  t h e n  1 t o  s o r e  
makes f i f t y  s o r e s :  0 s o r e  1

Of one s o r e  I  an  h u n d re d  
by a d d in g  b u t  one more 1 .9 °

The c i t y  o f  L e i c e s t e r ,  from  w hich  R o b e r t  D ud ley  

to o k  h i s  t i t l e  o f  E a r l  o f  L e i c e s t e r ,  was on t h e  r i v e r  o f  

S o r e ,  now s p e l l e d  S o a r .  C om bining  t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  o f  

L e i c e s t e r ’ s  name w i t h  t h e  name o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  we g e t  

" s o r e l . ” A s o r e l  i s  a  t h r e e - y e a r - o l d  b u ck ;  a  p r i c k e t  

i s  a  b u ck  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r ;  s o r e l  and  p r i c k e t ,  t h e n ,  

a r e  s im p ly  o t h e r  t e r m s  f o r  ” d e e r . ” The E a r l  o f  L e i c e s ­

t e r ,  t h e  Q ueen ’ s  " d e e r , ” was i r r i t a t e d  o v e r  t h e  Q u een ’ s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  F re n c h  m a r r i a g e —he was " s o r e . ”

I n  K ing  H en ry  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I . t h e r e  may be 

a n o t h e r  a l l u s i o n  t o  L e i c e s t e r .  Among t h e  e v e n t s  o f  1579 

a l l u d e d  t o  i n  t h i s  p l a y  a r e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  in  E n g la n d  o f  

S i m i e r ,  t h e  a r r i v a l  i n  A u g u s t  o f  A l e n i n ,  th e  g e n e r a l  

u n p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  

o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  L e i c e s t e r  (Duke o f  G l o s t e r )  t o  t h e  

F re n c h  m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  Q u een ’ s  i r r i t a t i o n  when sh e  d i s ­

c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  E a r l  o f  L e i c e s t e r  was s e c r e t l y  m a r r i e d

9?0gburn , p . 205. 9^4 . 2 . 5S-69
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t o  t h e  widowed C o u n te s s  o f  E s s e x  (D u ch ess  o f  G l o s t e r ) ,  

a n d  t h e  Q ueen’ s  b o x in g  t h e  C o u n te s s  o f  L e i c e s t e r ' s  e a r .

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Q u e e n 's  a n g e r  on d i s c o v e r i n g  

h i s  m a r r i a g e ,  L e i c e s t e r  was f o r  a  t im e  c o n f i n e d  i n  G re e n ­

w ic h  P a r k .  A f t e r  h i s  r e l e a s e  h e  was a g a i n  i n  t h e  Q u e e n 's  

f a v o r ,  b u t  sh e  n e v e r  f o r g a v e  h i s  w i f e .  The b o x in g  o f  

t h e  C o u n t e s s ' s  e a r  i s  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  w h ich  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  when d e a l i n g  w i t h  some s c e n e s ,  S h a k e s p e a r e  was 

aw are  o f  p a r a l l e l  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  h i s  own t i m e .  V i o l e t  

W ilso n  w r i t e s :

. . . t h e  new C o u n te s s  o f  L e i c e s t e r  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  
n o t  demean h e r s e l f  i n  a  m an ner  l i k e l y  t o  s o o th e  t h e  
f e e l i n g s  o f  h e r  i n j u r e d  c o u s i n .  I n s t e a d ,  h e r  m ar­
r i a g e  b e in g  o p e n ly  a c k n o w le d g e d ,  she  d i d  a l l  i n  h e r  
pow er t o  d e m o n s t r a te  t h a t  L e t t i c e ,  C o u n te s s  o f  L e i c ­
e s t e r ,  was e v e r y  w h i t  a s  g r e a t  a  p e r s o n a g e  a s  E l i z ­
a b e t h ,  Queen o f  E n g la n d .  She came t o  W h i t e h a l l  i n  
d r e s s e s  whose m a g n i f i c e n c e  e x c e e d e d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
Q u e e n 's  M a j e s ty .  E l i z a b e t h  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  d i s p l e a s ­
u r e ,  b u t  my Lady o f  L e i c e s t e r  p a id  no h e e d .  E l i z ­
a b e t h ,  goaded  bey o n d  e n d u r a n c e ,  s o u n d ly  boxed  t h e  
C o u n te s s  o f  L e i c e s t e r ' s  e a r s ,  a t  t h e  same t im e  d e ­
c l a r i n g  t h a t  a s  b u t  one su n  l i g h t e d  t h e  e a r t h ,  so  
t h e r e  s h o u ld  be b u t  one a t  t h e  C o u r t ,  w h ic h  h e n c e ­
f o r w a r d  w ould  be  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  C o u n te s s  o f  L e i c ­
e s t e r . - ^

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a s c e n e  f ro m  K ing H enry  t h e

S i x t h  P a r t  I I . Queen M a r g a r e t  i s  s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t h e

D uchess  o f  G l o s t e r :

Not a l l  t h e s e  l o r d s  do v e x  me h a l f  so  much 
As t h a t  p ro u d  dame, t h e  l o r d  P r o t e c t o r ' s  w i f e .
She sw eeps i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t  w i t h  t r o o p s  o f  

l a d i e s ,

^ V i o l e t  A. W ils o n ,  Queen E l i z a b e t h ' s  M aids o f  
Honour and  L a d ie s  o f  t h e  P r i v v  Chamber (L ondon: J o h n  
Lane",” l W ) ,  p .  1 2 2 - 3 . --------^ ---------------
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More l i k e  a n  e m p re ss  t h a n  Duke H um phrey’ s  w i f e :  
S t r a n g e r s  i n  c o u r t  do t a k e  h e r  f o r  t h e  q u e e n :
She b e a r s  a  d u k e ’ s r e v e n u e s  on h e r  b a c k ,
And i n  h e r  h e a r t  she  s c o r n s  o u r  p o v e r t y :
S h a l l  I  n o t  l i v e  t o  be aven g ed  on  h e r?
C on tem p tuou s  b a s e - b o r n  c a l l e t  a s  she  i s ,
She v a u n te d  ’m ongst h e r  m in io n s  t ’ o t h e r  d a y ,
The v e r y  t r a i n  o f  h e r  w o r s t  w e a r in g  gown 
Was b e t t e r  w o r th  t h a n  a l l  my f a t h e r ’ s  l a n d s ,
T i l l  S u f f o l k  gave  two dukedoms f o r  h i s  d a u g h t e r . 100

The f o l l o w i n g  s p e e c h e s  a r e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  Duke 

o f  G l o s t e r ,  whose w i f e  i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t .

DUKE OF SUFFOLK 
The commonwealth h a t h  d a i l y  r u n  t o  w ra c k ;
The D auphin  h a t h  p r e v a i l ’d beyo nd  t h e  s e a s ;
And a l l  t h e  p e e r s  and  n o b le s  o f  t h e  r e a lm  
Have b e e n  a s  bondmen t o  t h y  s o v e r e i g n t y

CARDINAL BEAUFORT 
The commons h a s t  th o u  r a c k t ;  t h e  c l e r g y ’ s  b a g s  
Are l a n k  and  l e a n  w i t h  t h y  e x t o r t i o n s .

DUKE OF SOMERSET 
Thy sum ptuo us  b u i l d i n g s ,  and  t h y  w i f e ’ s  a t t i r e ,
Have c o s t  a  m ass o f  p u b l i c  t r e a s u r y .

DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM 
Thy c r u e l t y  i n  e x e c u t i o n  
Upon o f f e n d e r s  h a t h  e x c e e d e d  law ,
And l e f t  t h e e  t o  t h e  m ercy o f  t h e  la w .

QUEEN MARGARET 
Thy s a l e  o f  o f f i c e s  and  tow ns i n  F r a n c e —
I f  t h e y  w ere  known, a s  t h e  s u s p e c t  i s  g r e a t —
Would make t h e e  q u i c k l y  hop w i t h o u t  t h y  h e a d .

[ E x i t  G l o s t e r .  The Queen d r o p s  h e r  f a n ^  
G ive  me my f a n :  w h a t ,  m in ion !  c a n  ye n o t ?

[She g i v e s  t h e  D uchess a  box on t h e  e a r / ]
I  c r y  yo u  m ercy , madam; was i t  you?

DUCHESS OF GLOSTER 
W as’ t  I !  y e a ,  I  i t  w as , p ro u d  Frenchwoman:
C ou ld  I  come n e a r  y o u r  b e a u ty  w i t h  my n a i l s *
I ’ I d  s e t  my t e n  commandments i n  y o u r  f a c e . 101

T h is  p u n ish m en t  m eted  o u t  t o  t h e  C o u n te s s  by  

t h e  i r a t e  Queen h a s  no b a s i s  i n  th e  r e a l  D u ch ess  o f  

G l o u c e s t e r ’ s  h i s t o r y .^ 02 T here  i s  a l s o  a h i s t o r i c a l

1 0 °1  -5 -70 A c 1 0 1 -, 1 0 2 oo  i - .Ac! . 3 .  7 3 -8 5  1 .  3 . 1:2 2 -1 4 0  C l a r k ,  p .  1 8 5 .
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p a r a l l e l  i n  L e i c e s t e r ’ s  s e r v i n g  a s  p a r t i a l  p r o t o t y p e ,  

o f  t h e  P r o t e c t o r ,  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r ,  t h e  Duke o f  N orthum ber­

la n d ,  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  i n  s u p p l a n t i n g  S o m e r s e t ,  P r o t e c t o r

f o r  t h e  t e n - y e a r - o l d  K ing  Edward V I, E l i z a b e t h ’s b r o t h e r
103and h i s  a m b i t i o n  knew no b o u n d s .

G l o s t e r ’ s  p a s s i v e  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  h i s  

w i f e ’ s  h u m i l i a t i o n  may be i n t e n d e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  L e i c e s t e r ’ s 

s t a n d i n g  t a m e ly  b y  when E l i z a b e t h  i n s u l t e d  L e t t i c e .  I n  

th e  p l a y  t h e  C a r d i n a l  t a u n t s  G l o s t e r  a b o u t  h i s  c o w ard ice  

and i n  t h e  w o r ld  o f  t h e  c o u r t  Queen E l i z a b e t h  had  o f t e n  

spoken  o f  h e r  R o b in ,  a s  sh e  c a l l e d  L e i c e s t e r ,  a s  a  l i t ­

t l e  dog  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  h e r  a r o u n d .  I n  M arch 1560 , B isho p  

de Q u a d ra ,  t h e  S p a n i s h  A m bassad o r ,  w ro te  a b o u t  L e i c e s t e r :

He i s  t h e  w o r s t  and  m ost p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g  young man 
I  e v e r  saw  i p nyiy l i f e ,  a n a  n o t  a t  a l l  c o u ra g e o u s  
o r  s p i r i t e d .  ^

The a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C a r d i n a l ,  o f  S o m e r s e t ,  and  o f

Buckingham , i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  a b o v e ,  seem  t o  h o ld  t r u e

f o r  L e i c e s t e r  a s  w e l l .

F o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  L e i c e s t e r  a s  a p o s s i b l e

model f o r  A c h i l l e s  i n  T r o i l u s  an d  C r e s s i d a , f o r  C la u d iu s

i n  H a m le t , f o r  S h a l lo w  i n  The M erry  W ives o f  W in d s o r , f o r

J u l i u s  C a e s a r  i n  A n tony  an d  C l e o p a t r a , and  f o r  T h eseu s  i n

A Midsummer N i g h t ’ s  D ream , t h e  w o rk s  o f  t h e  O gburns and

o f  M rs . C la r k  s h o u l d  be  c o n s u l t e d .

103ogburn , p . 314. ^ Q u o t e d  by Ogburn, p . 3 1 4 .
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E a r l  o f  S u s s e x  

Thomas R a d c l i f f e ,  t h e  t h i r d  E a r l  o f  S u s s e x ,  was 

k n i g h te d  by H enry  V I I I  i n  1544* At t h e  c o r o n a t i o n  o f  

Queen E l i z a b e t h  on 15 J a n u a r y  1 559 , he  o f f i c i a t e d  a s  

c h i e f  sew er  (h o u s e h o ld  o f f i c e r )  by  h e r e d i t a r y  r i g h t .

He was one o f  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  and  g a y e s t  o f  t h e  y o u t h f u l  

nob lem en  t h a t  t h r o n g e d  t h e  Q u e e n 's  c o u r t .  Most o f  S u s ­

s e x ' s  l i f e  was s p e n t  i n  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  Queen i n  I r e ­

l a n d  an d  i n  S c o t l a n d .  At t h e  end  o f  1570  h e  r e c e i v e d  

p e r m i s s io n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  c o u r t  an d  was sw orn  i n  a s  a 

member o f  t h e  P r iv y  C o u n c i l .  I n  J u l y  1572 he was c r e ­

a t e d  L ord  C h a m b e r la in  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .  A p e r f e c t  

c o u r t i e r  and  d i p lo m a t ,  S u s s e x  was a t  t h e  same t im e  a 

s c h o l a r  s a t u r a t e d  i n  t h e  new l e a r n i n g ,  a  p a t r o n  o f  t h e  

dram a i n  i t s  i n f a n c y ,  and  a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  many r i s i n g  

l i t e r a r y  g e n i u s e s .  From 1572  t o  1 5 ^ 3 , t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  

d e a t h ,  he was th e  p a t r o n  o f  one o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

t r o u p e s  o f  a c t o r s  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  a t  c o u r t ,  a  t r o u p e  g e n ­

e r a l l y  sp o k en  o f  a s  t h e  L o rd  C h a m b e r la in ’s  Company.

S u s s e x ' s  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Q u e e n 's  m ar­

r i a g e  t o  L e i c e s t e r  c a u s e d  a n  e n m ity  t o  g row  b e tw een  

t h e s e  two men w h ich  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  d e a t h  o f  S u s s e x .

The a t t i t u d e  o f  " h o n e s t  S u s s e x , "  a s  he  w as c a l l e d ,  was 

due t o  a  t r u e  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  Q u e e n 's  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  and  

t o  a d e s i r e  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  s t r e n g th e n  h e r  t h r o n e .

C y m b e l in e , P o s th u m u s L e o n a tu s ,  " a  G en tlem an ,
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husband. t o  Im o g e n ,” may be  a  c o m p o s i te  o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  

S u s s e x  and  t h e  E a r l  o f  O x fo rd .  The p l a y  b e g i n s  w i t h  a  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e tw e e n  Two G entlem en  who a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  

e v e r y o n e ’ s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  Imogen d i d  n o t  m a r ry  C l o t e n ,  

t h e  s o n  o f  C y m b e l in e ’ s Q ueen. I n s t e a d  sh e  h a s  m a r r i e d  

P o s th u m u s , "a  p o o r  b u t  w o r th y  g e n t l e m a n , ” who h a s  b e en  

b a n i s h e d  from  t h e  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e . The 

c o u r t i e r s  i n  t h e  p l a y  a r e  s e c r e t l y  h a p p y  a b o u t  t h i s ,  j u s t  

a s  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o u r t i e r s  o f  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  c o u r t  w e re  h ap p y  

t h a t  sh e  h a d  n o t  m a r r i e d  A l e ^ o n .  The g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  

o f  E n g lish m e n  to w a rd  E l i z a b e t h ' s  p o s s i b l e  m a r r i a g e  t o  

A le n 9 on i s  e ch o e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s c e n e .

FIRST GENTLEMAN.
. . .  A l l

I s  o u tw a rd  so r ro w ;  th o u g h ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  k i n g  
Be t o u c h t  a t  v e ry  h e a r t .

SECOND GENTLEMAN.
None b u t  t h e  k in g ?

FIRST GENTLEMAN 
He t h a t  h a t h  l o s t  h e r  t o o :  so  i s  t h e  q u e e n ,
T h a t  m ost d e s i r e d  t h e  m atch : b u t  n o t  a  c o u r t i e r ,  
A l th o u g h  t h e y  w ear t h e i r  f a c e s  t o  t h e  b e n t  
O f t h e  k i n g ’ s l o o k s ,  h a t h  a  h e a r t  t h a t  i s  n o t  
G lad  o f  t h e  t h i n g  t h e y  s c o w l  a t .

SECOND GENTLEMAN
And why so?

FIRST GENTLEMAN 
He t h a t  h a t h  m is t  t h e  p r i n c e s s  i s  a  t h i n g  
Too b a d  f o r  bad  r e p o r t ; 1 0 5  and  h e  t h a t  h a t h  h e r —

lO S t 'F r a n c i s  Duke o f  A l e n i n  . . . w a s ,  upon t h e  
w h o le ,  t h e  m ost d e s p i c a b l e  p e r s o n a g e  who h a d  e v e r  e n t e r e d  
t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  H is  p r e v i o u s  c a r e e r  a t  home h a d  b e en  so  
f l a g r a n t l y  f a l s e  t h a t  he h ad  f o r f e i t e d  t h e  e s t e e m  o f  e v e r y  
h o n e s t  man i n  E u rope . . . . The w o r ld  h a s  lo n g  known h i s  
c h a r a c t e r .  H i s t o r y  w i l l  a lw a y s  r e t a i n  him  a s  a n  exam ple  
t o  show m ankind t h e  amount o f  m i s c h i e f  w h ic h  may be  p e r ­
p e t r a t e d  b y  a  p r i n c e ,  f e r o c i o u s  w i t h o u t  c o u r a g e ,  a m b i t i ­
ou s  w i t h o u t  t a l e n t ,  and b i g o t e d  w i t h o u t  o p i n i o n s . ” —J o h n  
Ic th rop  M o t le y ,  The R ise  o f  t h e  D utch  R e p u b l i c  (London . 
1 9 1 3 ) ,  3 v o l . ,  3 0 3 9 : ---------------------1------------ -----------



I  mean, t h a t  m a r r i e d  h e r ,  a l a c k ,  good man!
And t h e r e f o r e  b a n i s h t — i s  a  c r e a t u r e  su ch  
A s ,  t o  s e e k  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  
F o r  one h i s  l i k e ,  t h e r e  w ou ld  be so m e th in g  f a i l i n g  
I n  h im  t h a t  s h o u ld  c o m p a r e :— I  do n o t  t h i n k  
So f a i r  a n  o u tw a rd ,  a n d  su c h  s t u f f  w i t h i n ,
Endows a  man b u t  h e . 106

The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Posthum us c o u ld  w e l l  a p p ly  

t o  S u s s e x .  He was Lord  C h a m b e r la in  t o  E l i z a b e t h  and  

t h u s  i n  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  h e r  ( th o u g h  n o t  h e r  h u sb a n d )  

a n d  w as t e m p o r a r i l y  o u t  o f  f a v o r  an d  away from  t h e  c o u r t .  

He w as v e r y  h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  by  a l l  w h i le  t h e  Duke o f  

A le n 9o n  was c o n s i d e r e d  na  t h i n g  t o o  bad  f o r  bad  r e p o r t . ” 

I n  R ic h a r d  th e  S e c o n d , Jo h n  o f  G aunt a l s o  b e a r s  

some r e s e m b la n c e  t o  S u s e x ,  b o th  b e in g  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  

t h e i r  s o v e r e i g n s .  S u s s e x  was one o f  t h e  m ost p a t r i o t i c  

E n g l i s h m e n  o f  h i s  t i m e ;  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p ­

p r o p r i a t e  t o  f i n d  t h e  a p o s t r o p h e  t o  E n g lan d  p la c e d  i n  t h e  

m outh  o f  G a u n t ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  w h ic h  seem s t o  r e p r e s e n t  

h im .  B ra n d e s  s a y s :

S h a k e s p e a r e  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  m outh o f  th e  d y in g  
G a u n t  a  s u p e r b l y  l y r i c a l  o u t b u r s t  o f  p a t r i o t i s m ,  
d e p l o r i n g  R i c h a r d ’s  r e c k l e s s  and  t y r a n n i c a l  p o l i c y .
. . . i n  t h e  t h u n d e r o u s  t o n e s  o f  o l d  G a u n t’ s  i n ­
v e c t i v e  a g a i n s t  th e  K ing  who h a s  m o rtg ag ed  h i s  Eng­
l i s h  r e a lm ,  we can  h e a r  a l l  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  e n t h u s i ­
asm  o f  young E n g la n d  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  E l i z a b e t h . 1 0 '

S u s s e x ’ s  i n v e c t i v e  a g a i n s t  L e i c e s t e r ,  t o  whom and  t o  

w hose  f o l l o w e r s  E l i z a b e t h  m ig h t  be  s a i d  t o  h ave  " m o r t ­

g a g e d  h e r  E n g l i s h  r e a l m , "  i s  e c h o e d  i n  G a u n t 's  w o rd s ,  

w h ic h  a r e  a  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k  upon t h e  s t a t e  o f  R i c h a r d ’ s

1061 .  1 .  S -2 4

■^^Georg M o r r i s  Cohen B ra n d e s ,  W il l ia m  S h a k e s p e a re  
(New Y ork :  M a c m il la n ,  1927) 2 v o l . ,  1 :144*



3k6
r e i g n ,  w h ich  may be  l i k e n e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  E l i z a b e t h ’ s

r e i g n  i n  1 5 ^ 2 . G aunt i s  on a  c o u c h ,  a w a i t i n g  t h e  v i s i t

o f  t h e  K in g . He s a y s :

Though R ic h a r d  my l i f e ’ s  c o u n s e l  w ould  n o t  h e a r ,
My d e a t h ’ s  s a d  t a l e  may y e t  u n d e a f  h i s  e a r .

DUKE OF YORK 
No; i t  i s  s t o p t  w i t h  o t h e r  f l a t t e r i n g  s o u n d s ,
As, p r a i s e s  o f  h i s  s t a t e :  t h e n  t h e r e  a r e  fo u n d  
L a s c i v io u s  m e t r e s ,  t o  whose venom sound  
The open  e a r  o f  y o u th  d o th  a lw a y s  l i s t e n ;
R e p o r t  o f  f a s h i o n s  i n  p ro u d  I t a l y ,
Whose m an n e rs  s t i l l  o u r  t a r d y  a p i s h  n a t i o n  
Limps a f t e r  i n  b a s e  i m i t a t i o n .
Where d o th  t h e  w o r ld  t h r u s t  f o r t h  a v a n i t y , —
3o i t  be new, t h e r e ’ s  no r e s p e c t  how v i l e , —
T h a t  i s  n o t  q u i c k l y  b u z z ’d i n t o  h i s  e a r s ?
Thai a l l  t o o  l a t e  comes c o u n s e l  t o  be h e a r d ,
Where w i l l  d o th  m u tin y  w i t h  w i t ’ s  r e g a r d .
D i r e c t  n o t  h im , whose way h i m s e l f  w i l l  c h o o se :
’ T is  b r e a t h  t h o u  l a c k ’ s t ,  an d  t h a t  b r e a t h  w i l t  

t h o u  l o s e .
JOHN OF GAUNT

T h is  r o y a l  t h r o n e  o f  k i n g s ,  t h i s  s c e p t e r ’ d i s l e ,  
T h is  e a r t h  o f  m a j e s t y ,  t h i s  s e a t  o f  M ars ,
T h is  o t h e r  E den , d e m i - P a r a d i s e ;
T h is  f o r t r e s s  b u i l t  by  N a tu re  f o r  h e r s e l f  
A g a in s t  i n f e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  h an d  o f  w a r;
T h is  happy  b r e e d  o f  men, t h i s  l i t t l e  w o r ld ;
T h is  p r e c i o u s  s t o n e  s e t  i n  t h e  s i l v e r  s e a ,
Which s e r v e s  i t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a w a l l ,
Or a s  a  moat d e f e n s i v e  t o  a h o u s e ,
A g a in s t  t h e  envy  o f  l e s s  h a p p i e r  l a n d s ;
T h is  b l e s s e d  p l o t ,  t h i s  e a r t h ,  t h i s  r e a lm ,  t h i s  

E n g la n d ,
T h is  n u r s e ,  t h i s  t e e m in g  womb o f  r o y a l  k i n g s ,  
F e a r ’d by  t h e i r  b r e e d ,  and  fam ous by  t h e i r  b i r t h ,  
Renowned f o r  t h e i r  d e e d s  a s  f a r  from  h o m e ,—
F o r  C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e  and  t r u e  c h i v a l r y , —
As i s  t h e  s e p u l c h r e ,  i n  s t u b b o r n  Jew ry  
Of t h e  w o r l d ’ s  ran so m , b l e s s e d  M ary’ s Son:
T h is  l a n d  o f  su c h  d e a r  s o u l s ,  t h i s  d e a r  d e a r  l a n d ,  
D ear f o r  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n  th r o u g h  t h e  w o r ld ,
I s  now l e a s e d  o u t — I  d i e  p ro n o u n c in g  i t —
L ik e  t o  a  t e n e m e n t  o r  p e l t i n g  fa rm :
E n g ]an d , bound  i n  w i t h  t h e  t r i u m p h a n t  s e a ,
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Whose ro c k y  s h o r e  b e a t s  b a c k  t h e  e n v io u s  s i e g e  
Of w a te r y  N e p tu n e ,  i s  now bound  i n  w i t h  sham e,
W ith  in k y  b l o t s ,  and  r o t t e n  p a rc h m e n t  b o n d s :
T h a t  E n g la n d ,  t h a t  was w ont t o  c o n q u e r  o t h e r s ,
H a th  made a s h a m e fu l  c o n q u e s t  o f  i t s e l f .
Ah, w ould  t h e  s c a n d a l  v a n i s h  w i t h  my l i f e ,
How happy  t h e n  w ere  my e n s u i n g  d e a th !

The r e l i g i o u s  r e f e r e n c e  c o u ld  w e l l  h ave  b e e n  

S u s s e x ' s ,  f o r  he was a  C a t h o l i c  th o u g h  im p e c c a b ly  l o y a l  

t o  h i s  P r o t e s t a n t  Q ueen .

The c o n d i t i o n  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  E n g la n d  i n  15^2 was 

a  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  c o n f l i c t s .  The g r e a t  u n d e r l y i n g  c o n ­

f l i c t  was b e tw een  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m  a n d  t h e  r i s i n g  P r o ­

t e s t a n t i s m .  Not o n ly  was E n g la n d  i n  a  g r e a t  d i p l o m a t i c  

t a n g l e  w i t h  F r a n c e ,  S p a in ,  S c o t l a n d ,  I r e l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  

P a p a l  pow er, b u t  sh e  was a l s o  e x p e r i e n c i n g  s e r i o u s  i n ­

t e r n a l  d i s s e n s i o n  o v e r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  R e la ­

t i o n s  w i th  S p a in  w ere  t e n s e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  due t o  D r a k e ' s  

p r e y i n g  on S p a n is h  s h i p p i n g ,  and  t o  P h i l i p ' s  a s s i s t a n c e  

i n  t h e  P a p a l  i n v a s i o n  o f  I r e l a n d .  At t h e  same t im e ,  

E l i z a b e t h  had  become t i r e d  o f  h e r  d i p l o m a t i c  game w i th  

A le n 9on and  a f t e r  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t r o u b l e ,  he  was p e r ­

su a d e d  t o  l e a v e  E n g la n d .  I n  t h e  m ea n tim e , t h e  S p a n is h  

and' J e s u i t  p l o t  i n  S c o t l a n d  was p r o g r e s s i n g ;  t h e  S c o t ­

t i s h  C a t h o l i c  n o b l e s  w ere  r e a d y  t o  r i s e ,  an d  e v e n ,  i f  

n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  k i l l  o r  d e p o r t  t h e  K ing  i f  he  w ou ld  n o t  

be  a  C a t h o l i c .

10S
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T h i s ,  i n  b r i e f ,  was t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  E n g la n d  i n

1582 and  i t  m ig h t  w e l l  h ave  b ro u g h t  su c h  a s t a t e m e n t  f ro m

t h e  m outh o f  t h e  d y in g  S u s s e x  a s  t h e  i n v e c t i v e  p ro n o u n c e d

b y  t h e  d y in g  G a u n t .  S u s s e x  m ust h av e  spoken  t o  Queen

E l i z a b e t h  many t i m e s  a s  G aunt h ad  sp o k en  to  R i c h a r d .

. . . t h o u ,  t o o  c a r e l e s s  p a t i e n t  a s  th o u  a r t ,  
C om m itt’ s t  t h y  ’n o i n t e d  body t o  t h e  c u re  - 
Of t h o s e  p h y s i c i a n s  t h a t  f i r s t  wounded t h e e :
A th o u s a n d  f l a t t e r e r s  s i t  w i t h i n  th y  c row n , 
tfhose com pass i s  no b i g g e r  t h a n  t h y  h e a d ;
And y e t ,  i n c a g e d  i n  so  s m a l l  a  v e rg e ,
The w aste  i s  no w h i t  l e s s e r  t h a n  th y  l a n d .  ^

R ic h a r d  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  G aunt s e r i o u s l y ,  c a l l s

h im  " a  l u n a t i c ,  l e a n - w i t t e d  f o o l , "  a s  E l i z a b e t h  o f t e n

i g n o r e d  S u s s e x ' s  a d v i c e  and  f o l lo w e d  L e i c e s t e r ’ s  w i s h e s .

The p ro p h e c y  G aunt makes i n  Act 2 , may have b e e n  a im ed

a t  t h e  v a i n g l o r i o u s  L e i c e s t e r :

H is  r a s h  f i e r c e  b l a z e  o f  r i o t  c a n n o t  l a s t ,
F o r  v i o l e n t  f i r e s  soon  b u rn  o u t  t h e m s e lv e s ;
S m a ll  sh o w ers  l a s t  l o n g ,  b u t  sud den  s to rm s  a r e  

s h o r t ;
He t i r e s  b e t i m e s  t h a t  s p u r s  to o  f a s t  b e t i m e s ;
7 / i th  e a g e r  f e e d i n g  fo o d  d o th  choke th e  f e e d e r :
L ig h t  v a n i t y ,  i n s a t i a t e  c o rm o r a n t ,  - 1n
Consuming m eans, soon  p r e y s  upon i t s e l f .

S u s s e x ’ s  l a s t  w ords  w ere  a  w a rn in g  a g a i n s t  h i s

o l d  enemy, L e i c e s t e r :  " I  am now p a s s i n g  i n t o  a n o t h e r

w o r l d ,  an d  I  m ust now l e a v e  you t o  y o u r  F o r t u n e s ,  a n d

t o  t h e  Queens g r a c e  a n d  g o o d n e s s :  b u t  beware o f  t h e

G i p s i e ,  m ean ing  L e i c e s t e r ,  f o r  he  w i l l  be t o o  h a r d  f o r
i l ly o u  a l l ,  you  know n o t  t h e  b e a s t  a s  w e l l  a s  I  d o . "
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The r e f e r e n c e  i n  H am let t o  H a m le t ’ s  ’’n o b le  f a t h e r '*  

may a l s o  a l l u d e  t o  t h e  E a r l  o f  S u s s e x .  H am le t i s  w arned  

t o  bew are  o f  C l a u d i u s  ( L e i c e s t e r ) . On a  rem o te  p a r t  o f  

t h e  p l a t f o r m ,  t h e  G h o s t  (S u s s e x )  im p l o r e s  H am let ( O x fo rd ) :

L i s t ,  l i s t ,  0 l i s t ! —
I f  t h o u  d i d s t  e v e r  t h y  d e a r  f a t h e r  l o v e , —
Revenge h i s  f o u l  an d  m ost u n n a t u r a l  m u rd e r .

’ T i s  g iv e n  o u t  t h a t ,  s l e e p i n g  i n  m ine o r c h a r d ,
A s e r p e n t  s t u n g  me; so  t h e  w h o le  e a r  o f  Denmark 
I s  by a  f o r g e d  p r o c e s s  o f  my d e a t h  
R a n k ly  a b u s ’ d :  b u t  know, t h o u  n o b le  y o u th ,
The s e r p e n t  t h a t  d i d  s t i n g  t h y  f a t h e r ’ s  l i f e  
Now w e a rs  h i s  crow n

S l e e p i n g  w i t h i n  mine o r c h a r d ,
My cu s to m  a lw a y s  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,
Upon my s e c u r e  h o u r  t h y  u n c le  s t o l e ,
W ith  j u i c e  o f  c u r s e d  h e b en o n  i n  a  v i a l ,
And i n  t h e  p o r c h e s  o f  mine e a r s  d i d  p o u r  
t h e  l e p r o u s  d i s t i l m e n t . 112

S u s s e x  h a d  n o t  b e e n  p o i s o n e d  by L e i c e s t e r ,  b u t  

he  had  s u f f e r e d  t h e  ’’s t i n g s ” o f  h i s  to n g u e  f o r  many 

y e a r s .  However, t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  a  L e i c e s t e r - f i g u r e  

w i t h  p o i s o n  was w e l l  r e c o g n i z e d  by  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  a u d ­

i e n c e .  Though n o t h i n g  was e v e r  p ro v e n  i n  c o u r t ,  L e i c ­

e s t e r  was on more t h a n  one o c c a s i o n  rum ored  t o  h av e  

p o is o n e d  someone who s t o o d  i n  h i s  w ay .

T h ere  i s  much t h a t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Young F o r t i n -  

b r a s  s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  young  Jam es o f  S c o t l a n d ,  and  Old 

F o r t i n b r a s  f o r  h i s  m o th e r ,  Mary S t u a r t ,  who, th o u g h  n o t  

’’s l a i n ” by  S u s s e x  i n  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  1569 , a s  o l d  F o r t ­

i n b r a s  was by  t h e  e l d e r  H a m le t ,  w a s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  b a d ly

1121 . 5. 2 2 -5 , 35 -50 , 59—64
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d e f e a t e d .  I t  was S u s s e x  who commanded t h e  l o y a l  t r o o p s  

i n  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  N o r th ,  w h ic h  l e d  t o  t h e  Duke o f  

N o r f o l k ’ s e x e c u t i o n .  H o r a t i o  r e f e r s  t o  t h i s :

Our l a s t  k i n g ,
Whose image e v e n  b u t  now a p p e a r ' d  t o  u s ,
Was, a s  you know, by  F o r t i n b r a s  o f  Norway,
T h e r e to  p r i c k t  on by  a m ost e m u la te  p r i d e ,
D ared t o  t h e  com b a t;  i n  w h ic h  o u r  v a l i a n t  H a m le t—
F o r  so  t h i s  s i d e  o u r  known w o r ld  e s t e e m ’ d h im —
Did s l a y  t h i s  F o r t i n b r a s ;  who, by  a  s e a l ’d c o m p ac t ,  
W e ll  r a t i f i e d  b y  law  and  h e r a l d r y ,
Did f o r f e i t  w i t h  h i s  l i f e  a l l  t h o s e  h i s  l a n d s  
Which he  s t o o d  s e i z e d  o f  t o  t h e  c o n q u e r o r . ^ -3

The Queen o f  S c o t s ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  e x e c u t e d ,  d id  

f o r f e i t  h e r  ( f r e e )  l i f e  t h r o u g h  lo n g  im p r i s o n m e n t . '1" ^

No one had  d e fe n d e d  E n g la n d  w i t h  more d e v o t i o n  t h a n  

S u s s e x  who, l i k e  G a u n t ,  was e v e r  w a t c h f u l  ’’f o r  s l e e p i n g

E n g l a n d . ’’-1--1̂

S i r  F r a n c i s  W als in gham

F r a n c i s  W als ingham  was b r o u g h t  up a s  a  z e a lo u s  

P r o t e s t a n t .  One t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  Queen Mary he  l e f t  Eng­

l a n d  and  re m a in e d  a b r o a d  u n t i l  sh e  c e a s e d  t o  r e i g n .

W hile  a b ro a d  he s t u d i e d  la w , l a n g u a g e s ,  an d  p o l i t i c s ,  

a l l  o f  w h ich  p r e p a r e d  him  f o r  a  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  d ip lo m a ­

t i c  c a r e e r  when he  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d .  He became a 

member o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  155$ an d  was p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  u n r a v e l l i n g  t h e  R u d o l f i  p l o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Q ueen . I n  

1570 he  became a m b a ss a d o r  t o  F r a n c e .  I n  A u g u s t  1572 he 

e s c a p e d  t h e  S t .  B a r th o lo m e w 's  m a s s a c r e  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s  

i n  P a r i s  when t h e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m e n t  o f f e r e d  s p e c i a l  p r o ­

t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  e m b a ssy .  On 21 December 1 57 3 ,

■ ^ l .  1 . SO-S -^^O gburn, p . 641 2 .1 .  77
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a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d ,  W als ingham  was sw orn  i n  a s  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  a n  o f f i c e  he  s h a r e d  w i th  S i r  Thomas 

S m i th .  He a l s o  re su m e d  h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  House o f  Commons 

and  was k n i g h t e d  i n  1 5 7 7 .  W als ingham  was an  e n t h u s i a s t i c  

s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  movement f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  

c o l o n i a l  e x p a n s i o n .  He s u b s c r i b e d  t o  F e n t o n ' s  voyage  

i n  15$2; he  to o k  R i c h a r d  H a k lu y t  i n t o  h i s  pay ;  he c o r ­

r e s p o n d e d  w i th  S i r  R i c h a r d  G r e n v i l l e  an d  S i r  Humphrey 

G i l b e r t  a b o u t  t h e i r  v o y a g e s  an d  a b o u t  d i s c o v e r y ,  and  

he was t h e  p a t r o n  o f  a l l  t h e  c h i e f  w r i t e r s  on t h e  e x ­

p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  New W o rld .

S i r  F r a n c i s ,  h i s  d a u g h t e r  F r a n c e s  W alsingham , 

and  S i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y  may b e ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  t h e  mod­

e l s  f o r  s e v e r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  Much Ado A bout N o th in g .

S i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y

P h i l i p  S id n e y ,  t h e  E a r l  o f  L e i c e s t e r ’ s  nephew, 

was a  s o l d i e r ,  a  s t a t e s m a n ,  and  a p o e t ,  and  h ad  b e e n  

fro m  h i s  e a r l y  y o u th  a  l o v e r  o f  l e a r n i n g .  H is  

c h i e f  f r i e n d s  a t  C h r i s t  C hurch  w ere  R ic h a r d  Carew,

R ic h a rd  H a k lu y t ,  W i l l i a m  Camden, and  F u lk e  G r e v i l l e .  

S id n e y  t r a v e l l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  t o  F r a n c e ,  Germany, V ie n n a ,  

H ungary , I t a l y ,  a n d  P o la n d .  When he  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d  

he s p e n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t im e  a t  t h e  c o u r t .  H is  p o s i ­

t i o n  t h e r e  g rew  s t e a d i l y  i n  i n f l u e n c e  an d  d i g n i t y .  H is
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i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t s  had  l e d  him  t o  e x te n d  t h e  c i r c l e  

o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  beyond  t h e  c o u r t ;  i t  was w i t h  men o f  l e t ­

t e r s  t h a t  he  fo u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  f u l l e s t  sy m p a th y .  The 

dram a a l s o  a t t r a c t e d '  him  and  he  i n t e r e s t e d  h i m s e l f  i n  

t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  h i s  u n c le  L e i c e s t e r ' s  company o f  p l a y e r s .  

When, i n  1579 , S te p h e n  G o sso n , w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y ,  d e d i ­

c a t e d  t o  him  h i s  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  p l a y h o u s e s  w h ic h  he  e n ­

t i t l e d  "The S c h o o le  o f  A b u s e ,"  S id n e y  c i r c u l a t e d  a n  e n ­

l i g h t e n e d  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  dram a i n  t h e  " A p o lo g ie  f o r  

P o e t r i e . "  To h im , an avowed cham pion  o f  t h e  s t a g e ,  

Thomas Lodge s u b s e q u e n t ly  d e d i c a t e d  h i s  "A larum  a g a i n s t  

U s u re r s "  (15& 4). I n  1579 a n d  15$0 S id n e y  i n c u r r e d  t h e  

Q u e e n 's  w r a th  and  r e t i r e d  t o  W il to n  t o  w r i t e .  He r e ­

t u r n e d  i n  1580  a n d  i n  15&3 was k n i g h t e d .

S id n e y  had  shown a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c o l o n i z a ­

t i o n  o f  N o r th  A m erica  even  b e f o r e  h i s  i n v e s tm e n t  o f  

f i f t y  po und s  i n  M a r t in  F r o b i s h e r ' s  voyage  o f  1575 , and 

t h i s  i n t e r e s t  c o n t in u e d  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  I n  

1 562 , h i s  o l d  f r e i n d ,  R ic h a r d  H a k lu y t ,  d e d i c a t e d  t o  him  

t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  h i s  V o y a g e s . The n e x t  y e a r  l e t t e r s  

o f  p a t e n t  w e re  i s s u e d  t o  him  a u t h o r i z i n g  h im  t o  d i s c o v e r  

new l a n d  i n  A m erica , and  t o  h o l d  f o r e v e r  " s u c h  an d  so 

much q u a n t i t y  o f  g ro u n d  a s  s h o u ld  am ount t o  t h e  num ber 

o f  t h i r t y  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  a c r e s . "  T hrough  15^4  S id n e y  

w a tc h e d  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  R a l e g h ' s  d e s i g n s  on A m erica  and  i n  

Decem ber, a f t e r  he  had  b e en  r e - e l e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  M.P. 

f o r  K e n t ,  he  s a t  on a c o m m itte e  o f  t h e  House o f  Commons
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w h ic h  d e fe n d e d  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  c o lo n y  i n  

V i r g i n i a .  I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  15&5 he  recommended t h e  a p p o i n t ­

m ent o f  R a lp h  Lane a s  t h e  f i r s t  g o v e rn o r  o f  V i r g i n i a .

I n  Ju n e  15&5 t h e  Queen d e c id e d  t o  s e n d  an  army 

t o  t h e  Low C o u n t r i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c a u s e  o f r . th e  P r o t e s ­

t a n t s .  D i s a p p o i n te d  a t  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  a  m i l i t a r y  command 

i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  S id n e y  r u s h e d  down t o  P lym o u th , a c ­

com pan ied  b y  F u lk e  G r e v i l l e ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  j o i n ­

i n g  D r a k e ’ s  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S p a n i s h  c o a s t  o f  A m e ric a .

On 15 S e p te m b e r  1 5 8 5 , W als ingh am , S i d n e y ’ s  f a t h e r - i n -  

law , w r o te :

S i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y  h a t h  t a k e n  a  v e r y  h a r d  r e s o l u t i o n  
t o  accom pany S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake i n  h i s  voy ag e  fro 
t h e  I n d i e ^ J  . llt:)

D rake r e f u s e d  t o  r i s k  t h e  Q u e en ’s  a n g e r ;  he n o t i f i e d  h e r

s e c r e t l y  an d  sh e  s e n t  an im p e r io u s  summons t o  S id n e y  t o

p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  a t  c o u r t  and  h e  d i d  s o .  T h is  i n c i d e n t

a b o u t  S id n e y  and  G r e v i l l e  may e x p l a i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g

l i n e s  i n  The .W in te r ’ s  T a l e :

SHEPHERD
They h av e  s c a r e d  away two o f  my b e s t  s h e e p ,  w hich  
I  f e a r  t h e  w o l f  w i l l  s o o n e r  f i n d  t h a n  t h e  m a s te r ;  
i f  a n y  w here  I  h av e  th em , ’ t i s  by  t h e  s e a - s i d e  
b ro w z in g  o f  i v y . 1 1 '

" I v y ” may a l l u d e  t o  " I v y b r i d g e , ” n e a r  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u th

Devon. The two young  c o u r t i e r s  may have  s t a y e d  a t  t h e

116 Jo h n  L o th ro p  M o t le y ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i te d  
N e t h e r l a n d s  from  t h e  D ea th  o f  W il l ia m  t h e  S i l e n t  t o  t h e  
Tw elve Y e a r s ’ T r u c e - - 1609 (New Y ork: H a rp e r  fc B r o s . ,
I 8 6 0 ) ,  4 v o I s . ' ,  1 : 3 6 2 .
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home o f  S i r  W a l te r  R a l e g h 's  f a t h e r  when th e y  r u s h e d  down 

to  j o i n  D ra k e .  The R a le g h  e s t a t e ,  " F a r d e l l , "  was two 

m i le s  from  I v y b r i d g e . ^ ®

S id n e y  was a p p o in t e d  g o v e r n o r  o f  ^ ' l u s h in g  i n  

November and th e  n e x t  J u l y  l e d  a  r a i d  on A x e l ,  a  v i l l a g e  

i n  S p a n ish  h a n d s ,  o n ly  tw e n ty  m i l e s  from  F l u s h i n g .  In  

S ep tem b er  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  i n  an  a t t a c k  on Z u tp h e n ,  S id n e y  

was s t r u c k  by a b u l l e t  i n  t h e  l e f t  t h i g h .  The wound 

f e s t e r e d  and a f t e r  t w e n t y - s i x  d a y s  o f  s u f f e r i n g ,  he  d i e d .

The f o l l w o i n g  i s  a p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

th e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  Much Ado A bout N o t h i n g , a s  s u g g e s t e d  

by  M rs. C la r k :

Don P e d r o ,  P r in c e  o f  A ragon  Queen E l i z a b e t h .
Don J o h n ,  h i s  b a s t a r d  b r o t h e r .  L o rd  H enry  Howqrd, r e l a t e d

t o  Queen E l i z a b e t h .
C la u d io ,  a  young  L ord  o f  F l o -  P h i l i p  S id n e y ,  l a t e r  k n i g h t e d ,  

r e n c e ,  f a v o u r i t e  o f  Don 
P e d ro .

B e n e d ic k ,  a young L ord  o f  P a d -  E a r l  o f  O x fo rd ,
u a ,  f a v o u r i t e  o f  Don P ed ro  
a l s o .

L e o n a to ,  G overnor o f  M e s s in a .  L o rd  B u r g h le y ,  L o rd  T r e a s ­
u r e r  o f  E n g la n d .

A n to n io ,  h i s  b r o t h e r .  S i r  F r a n c i s  W als in gham ,
S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .

H e ro ,  d a u g h te r  t o  L e o n a to .  F r a n c e s  W als ingham , dau g h ­
t e r  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  

B e a t r i c e ,  n i e c e  t o  L e o n a to ,  Anne O e c i l ,  d a u g h te r  o f  t h e
L o rd  T r e a s u r e r ,  and  w ife  
o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  O x fo rd .

The r e c o r d s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  show t h a t  on 17

-1-1® C la rk , p .  5>6 0 .

119I b i d . ,  p p .  3 7 2 -3
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Decem ber 15&1, S id n e y  w ro te  a s h o r t  l e t t e r  t o  S i r  F r a n ­

c i s  W als ingham , w h ich  he c o n c lu d e d  w i th :

The c o u n t r y  a f f o r d s  no o t h e r  s t u f f  f o r  l e t t e r s  b u t  
hum ble  s a l u t a t i o n s ,  w h ich  hum bly an d  h e a r t i l y  I  
s e n d  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  my good  l a d y ,  and  my e x c e e d in g  
l i k e  t o  be  good f r i e n d . 120

The " e x c e e d in g  l i k e  t o  be good f r i e n d , ” was F r a n c e s  W al­

s in g h a m , t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  d a u g h te r ,  whom P h i l i p  m ust h ave  

known fro m  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d ,  and  who was a t  t h a t  t im e  

a b o u t  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  o l d  enough t o  be  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  

a  f u t u r e  w i f e . P h i l i p  S id n e y  and F r a n c e s  W als ingham  a r e  

l i k e l y  p r o t o t y p e s  o f  C la u d io  and  H e ro .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  

s c e n e ,  L e o n a to  s a y s :

I  f i n d  h e r e  t h a t  Don P ed ro  h a t h  b e s t o w 'd  much 
h o n o u r  on a  young  F l o r e n t i n e  c a l l e d  C la u d io .

MESSENGER.
Much d e s e r v e d  on h i s  p a r t ,  and  e q u a l l y  rem em bered  
b y  Don P e d r o .  He h a t h  b o rn e  h i m s e l f  beyon d  t h e  
p ro m is e  o f  h i s  a g e ;  d o in g ,  i n  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  a 
lam b , t h e  f e a t s  o f  a  l i o n ;  he h a t h ,  i n d e e d ,  b e t t e r  
b e t t e r ' d  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a n  you m ust e x p e c t  o f  me t o  
t e l l  you  how.

LEONATO
He h a t h  an  u n c le  h e r e  i n  M e ss in a  w i l l  be v e r y  g l a d  
o f  i t . 121

The d e s c r i p t i o n  f i t s  S id n e y  w e l l ;  he  was a s c h o l a r ,  a

p o e t ,  a  c o u r t i e r ,  and  a  s o l d i e r .  By M e s s in a ,  London

i s  m e a n t .  N aun ton  w ro te  o f  S id n e y :

He l e f t  t h e  A c a d e m ic a l l  l i f e ,  f o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  C o u r t ,  
w i t h e r  he  came by h i s  U n c le s  i n v i t a t i o n ,  fam ed 
a f o r e - h a n d  by a  n o b le  r e p o r t  o f  h i s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  
w h ic h  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h i s  p e r s o n ,  f r a m e d

lZ O p r e d e r i c k  Sam uel B oas, S i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y  (L on­
don : S t a p l e s  P re o S , 1 9 5 5 ) ,  P* 1 6 7 .

1211 .  1 . 8-ltf
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by a  n a t u r a l l  p r o p e n s i o n  t o  Arm es, he  so o n  a t t r a c t e d  
t h e  good  o p i n i o n  o f  a l l  men, an d  was so  h i g h l y  
p r i z e d  i n  t h e  good o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  Q ueen, t h a t  sh e  
th o u g h t  t h e  C o u r t  d e f i c i e n t  w i t h o u t  h im . . . .  He 
was a  n o b le  an d  m a t c h l e s s  G en tle m a n , and  i t  may be 
j u s t l y  s a i d  w i t h o u t  h y p e r b o l e s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  . . . 
t h a t  he  seem ed t o  be b o r n  t o  t h a t  o n e ly  w h ic h  he 
w ent a b o u t .  22

B e a t r i c e  a s k s  o f  B e n e d ic k :

Who i s  h i s  com pan ion  now? He h a t h  e v e r y  m onth a  new 
sw orn b r o t h e r .

MESSENGER.
He i s  m ost i n  t h e  company o f  t h e  r i g h t  n o b le  C la u d io .

BEATRICE.
0 L o rd ,  he w i l l  h an g  upon  him  l i k e  a  d i s e a s e :  he  i s  
s o o n e r  c a u g h t  t h a n  t h e  p e s t i l e n c e ,  and  t h e  t a k e r  
r u n s  p r e s e n t l y  mad. God h e l p  t h e  n o b le  C la u d io !  
i f  he  h ave  c a u g h t  t h e  B e n e d ic k ,  i t  w i l l  c o s t  him  a 
th o u s a n d  pound  e r e  a* be  c u r e d .  3-23

The s t r o n g f r i e n d s h i p  w h ic h  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw e e n  O xford  

and  S id n e y  was b a s e d  on t h e i r  common i n t e r e s t s  i n  l i t e r ­

a t u r e ,  d ram a , and  t h e  v o y a g e s  t o  t h e  new l a n d ,  among o t h e r  

t h i n g s .

I n  A ct 2 ,  t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r ,  Don J o h n ,  i s  t a l k i n g

w i th  h i s  f o l l o w e r ,  B o r a c h io ,  and  s a y s :

I t  i s  s o ;  t h e  C ount C la u d io  s h a l l  m a r ry  t h e  
d a u g h te r  o f  L e o n a to .

BORACHIO
Yea, my l o r d ,  b u t  I  c a n  c r o s s  i t .

DON JOHN
Any b a r ,  an y  c r o s s ,  a n y  im ped im en t w i l l  be m e d ic in -  
a b l e  t o  me: I  am s i c k  i n  d i s p l e a s u r e  t o  h im ; and  
w h a ts o e v e r -  comes a t h w a r t  h i s  a f f e c t i o n  r a n g e s  e v e n ly  
w i th  m in e .  ^

A c t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  was an  " im p e d im e n t"  i n  t h e  way o f  t h e  m ar­

r i a g e  o f  S id n e y  a n d  F r a n c e s  W als ing ham . As young a s  

sh e  w as, t h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  sh e  h a d  c l a n d e s -

122Naunton, p. 35 . 1231. 1. 65-^3 12^2 .2 . 1-7
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t i n e l y  e n g ag e d  h e r s e l f  t o  a n  e a r l i e r  l o v e r .

E a r l y  i n  15$3 one Jo h n  W ic k e rso n  w r o te  f ro m  t h e  
M a r h a l s e a ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  he had  b e e n  two y e a r s  
i n  p r i s o n  f o r  h i s  " r a s h  c o n t r a c t  o f  m a tr im o n y  w i t h  
M i s t r e s s  F r a n c e s ,  w h ich  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  w ou ld  be  a  
p e r p e t u a l  s c r u p l e  and  worm i n  c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  h a z a r d  
o f  body  a n d  s o u l , "  and  im p l o r i n g  S i r  F r a n c i s ,  " t o  
w e ig h  and  h av e  re m o rse  u n to  h i s  p e r i l o u s  s t a t e ,  an d  
v o u c h s a f e  t h e  w ord a t  l e n g t h  t o  g r a n t  y o u r  c o n s e n t  
and g o o d w i l l  f o r  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  t f e e i r  s a i d  c o n t r a c t  
i n  t h e  h o l y  s t a t e  o f  m a t r im o n y ." 12->

A p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a y  seem s t o  h av e  b e e n  b a s e d  on 

t h i s  y o u t h f u l  engagem en t o f  F r a n c e s  W alsingham  w h ic h  b e ­

came an  im p e d im e n t  t o  S i d n e y ' s  m a r r i a g e  t o  h e r ,  " t h e  fo rm  

o f  i t  som ewhat a l t e r e d  and  g r a f t e d  on t h e  o l d  s t o r y  o f  

'A r i o d a n t e  and  G e n e u o r a ' ." 1 2 6

I n  A c t 2 B e n e d ic k  s o l i l o q u i z e s :

I  do much w onder t h a t  one man, s e e i n g  how much a n ­
o t h e r  man i s  a  f o o l  when he  d e d i c a t e s  h i s  b e h a v i o r s  
t o  l o v e ,  w i l l ,  a f t e r  he  h a t h  l a u g h t  a t  su c h  s h a l l o w  
f o l l i e s  i n  o t h e r s ,  become t h e  a rg u m e n t  o f  h i s  own 
s c o r n  by f a l l i n g  i n  l o v e :  a n d  su c h  a  man i s  C l a u d i o .  
I  h a v e  known when t h e r e  was no m usic  i n  h im  b u t  t h e  
drum and  f i f e ;  and  now had  he  r a t h e r  h e a r  t h e  t a b o r  
and  t h e  p i p e :  I  have known when he  w o u ld  h a v e  w a l k t  
t e n  m i le  a - f o o t  t o  s e e  a good a rm o u r ;  an d  now w i l l  
he l i e  t e n  n i g h t s  awake c a r v i n g  t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  a  new 
d o u b l e t .  He was wont t o  s p e a k  p l a i n  an d  t o  t h e  p u r ­
p o s e ,  l i k e  an  h o n e s t  man and  a s o l d i e r ;  an d  now i s  . 
he  t u r n e d  o r t h o g r a p h e r ; h i s  w ords a r e  a  very ., f a n t a s ­
t i c a l  b a n q u e t , — j u s t  so  many s t r a n g e  d i s h e s .  '

T h a t  S id n e y  was "wont t o  s p e a k  p l a i n  and  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e , "

c a n  be s e e n  i n  a  l e t t e r  he w ro te  t o . t h e  Queen i n  J a n u a r y

1580 , i n  w h ic h  he  s t a t e d  h i s  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  h e r  m a r r i a g e

t o  t h e  Duke o f  A l e n i n .  I t  i s  a  lo n g ,  d e t a i l e d  l e t t e r

^ 2^ C a le n d a r  S t a t e  P a p e r s .  E l i z .  Dorn. V o l .  c l v i i i .  
No. S4. “ ------- -------
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f i l l e d  w i t h  a r g u m e n ts ,  e n t r e a t i e s ,  and  e x p o s t u l a t i o n s .  

The Queen was a n g e r e d  by  h i s  t e m e r i t y  and  S id n e y  was 

b a n i s h e d  f ro m  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n th s .  I t  was 

p r o b a b l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  a b s e n c e  f ro m  c o u r t ,  w h ich  he  s p e n t  

a t  t h e  home o f  t h e  Pem brokes i n  W i l to n ,  t h a t  he w ro te  

"The A r c a d i a , ” d e d i c a t e d  t o  h i s  s i s t e r ,  Mary S id n e y ,  

C o u n te s s  o f  P em broke, and  h i s  " A s t r o p h e l  and  S t e l l a "  

s o n n e t s .  T h ese  w o rk s  c o n t a i n  much t h a t  i s  a  " v e r y  

f a n t a s t i c a l  b a n q u e t , "  and  i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  h i s  

" p l a i n "  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Q ueen .

S id n e y  was a  member o f  A re o p a g u s ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  

w h ich  h a d  t a k e n  a s t a n d  a g a i n s t  rhyme i n  v e r s e .  S p e n s e r  

w r o te :

As f o r  t h e  two w o r th y  g e n t le m e n  M a s te r  S id n e y  and  
M a s t e r  D y e r ,  t h e y  h a v e  . . . p r o c la im e d  i n  t h e i r  
CAreopaguqJ a  g e n e r a l  s u r c e a s i n g  an d  s i l e n c e  o f  
b a l d  rh y m e rs  . . . i n s t e a d  w h e re o f  t h e y  h a v e  by 
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  w h o le  S e n a te  p r e s c r i b e d  c e r t a i n  
la w s  a n d  r u l e s  o f  q u a n t i tV g O f  E n g l i s h  S y l l a b l e s  
f o r  E n g l i s h  v e r s e  . . . ^

B e n e d i c k  jjD xfordj i s  m ock ing  S i d n e y ’ s  g ro u p  when h e  s a y s :

M a rry ,  I  c a n n o t  show i t  i n  r im e ;  I  h av e  t r i e d :
I  c a n  f i n d  o u t  no r im e  t o  " l a d y "  b u t  " b a b y , " — a n ' 
i n n o c e n t  r im e ;  f o r  " s c o r n , "  " h o r n , " — a h a r d  r im e ;  
f o r  " s c h o o l , "  " f o o l , " — a b a b b l i n g  r im e ;  v e r y  om inous 
e n d i n g s ;  n o ,  I  was n o t  b o r n  u n d e r  a. r i m i n g  p l a n e t ,  
n o r  I  c a n n o t  woo i n  f e s t i v a l  t e r m s .  ^

The p h r a s e  "woo i n  f e s t i v a l  t e rm s "  i s  a n o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  

t o  t h e  " A s t r o p h e l  a n d  S t e l l a "  s o n n e t s ,  w h ic h  w ere  a r t i ­

f i c i a l  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l .

128C l a r k ,  p .  3&3• 129B o as , p .  43
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One o f  t h e  s o n n e t s ,  w r i t t e n  t o  P e n e lo p e  D e v ereu x , w i f e  o f

L ord  R ic h ,  r e a d s  i n  p a r t :

Not a t  f i r s t  s i g h t ,  n o r  w i t h  a  d r i b b l e d  s h o t ,
Love gave t h e  wound, w h ic h  w h i l e  I  b r e a t h  w i l l  b l e e d e .  
B u t knowne, w o r th  d id  i n  t r a c t  o f  t im e  p r o c e e d e ,
T i l l  by d e g r e e s  i t  h ad  f u l l  c o n q u e s t  g o t .
I  sawe an d  l i k ’ d ,  I  l i k ’d b u t  lo v e d  n o t ,
I  l o v 'd ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  s t r a i g h t  w ha t lo v e  d e c r e e d e :
At l e n g t h  t o  L oves d e c r e e s ,  I  f i r i  a g r e e d e .
Y et w i th  r e p i n i n g  a t  so  p a r t i a l l  l o t .  ^

Now l i s t e n  t o  C la u d io :

0 ,  my l o r d ,
When you w en t onw ard  on t h i s  a c t i o n ,
I  l o o k t  upon  h e r  w i t h  s o l d i e r ’ s  e y e ,
T h a t  l i k e d ,  b u t  had  a r o u g h e r  t a s k  i n  hand  
Than t o  d r i v e  l i k i n g  t o  t h e  name o f  lo v e :
But now I  am r e t u r n ' d ,  a n d  t h a t  w a r - th o u g h t s  
Have l e f t  t h e i r  p l a c e s  v a c a n t ,  i n  t h e i r  rooms 
Come t h r o n g i n g  s o f t  a n d  d e l i c a t e  d e s i r e s ,
A l l  p ro m p tin g  me how f a i r  young H ero i s ,
S a y in g ,  I  l i k e d  h e r  e r e  I  w en t t o  w a r s .

DON PEDRO
Thou w i l t  be  l i k e  a l o v e r  p r e s e n t l y  - , 2 
And t i r e  t h e  h e a r e r  w i t h  book  o f  w o rd s .  ^

T here  a r e  o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  S i d n e y ' s  w r i t i n g

e l s e w h e re  i n  t h e  p l a y s ;  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  H a m le t ,  P o lo n -

i u s  s a y s :

"To th e  c e l e s t i a l ,  and  my s o u l ' s  i d o l ,  t h e  m ost 
b e a u t i f i e d  O p h e l i a . " —

T h a t ' s  a n  i l l  p h r a s e ,  a  v i l e _ p h r a s e : " b e a u t i f i e d "  
i s  a  v i l e  p h r a s e  . . . ^

The f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  u s e  o f  t h e  w ord " b e a u t i f i e d "  i s  i n

S i d n e y 's  A r c a d i a — "Thou a r e  gone t o  a b e a u t i f i e d  h e a v e n . "^-34

P o lo n iu s  a m ia b ly  mocks S i d n e y ' s  w r i t i n g  a g a i n  when he  s a y s :

1 3 1 s i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y ,  The Com pleteW orks o f  S i r  
P h i l i p  S id n e y  ( C a m b rid g e : U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1922) 3 v o l s . 
2 : 243 •

13zl .  1 . 292-303 1332 . 2 . 109-11
13% ed 1 :744
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The b e s t  a c t o r s  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  e i t h e r  f o r  t r a g e d y ,  
comedy, h i s t o r y ,  p a s t o r a l ,  p a s t o r a l - c o m i c a l ,  
h i s t o r i c a l - p a s t o r a l ,  t r a g i c a l - h i s t o r i c a l ,  t r a g i c a l -  
c o m i c a l - h i s t o r i c a l - p a s t o r a l ,  s c e n e  i n d i v i d a b l e ,  o r  
poem u n l i m i t e d :  S e n e ca  c a n n o t  be t o o  h e a v y ,  n o r  
P l a u t u s  t o o  l i g h t  . . .-*-35

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  i n  S i d n e y ’ s  A p o lo g ie  f o r  P o e t r i e :

The m ost n o t a b l e  p o e t s  be t h e  H e rp ic k ,  L y r i c k , 
T r a g i c k , Comick, S a t y r i c k , I a m b ik ,  E l e g i a c k , P a s t -  
o r a l l , and  c e r t a i n  o t h e r s  . . . Now i n  h i s  p a r t s ,  
k i n d e s ,  o r  S p e c i e s , a s  you  l i s t  t o  te a rm e  th em , i t  
i s  t o  be  n o t e d ,  t h a t  some P o e s i e s  have  c o u p le d  t o ­
g e t h e r  two o r  t h r e e  k i n d e s ,  a s  T r a g i c a l l  and  Com-  
i c a l l  c o m i c a l l

i t  was c i r c u l a t e d  i n  m a n u s c r ip t  a s  e a r l y  a s  15&0 o r  15$1 ,

s i n c e  i t  was a r e p l y  t o  G o sso n ’ s S c h o o l  o f  A b u se , w h ic h

s t a r t e d  a  c o n t r o v e r s y  a b o u t  P o e t s  and  P l a y e r s ,  and  w h ic h

H am le t (O x fo rd )  h e a r s  R o s e n c r a n tz  r e f e r  t o :

F a i t h ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e en  much t o - d o  on b o th  s i d e s ;  
and  t h e  n a t i o n  h o l d s  i t  no s i n  t o  t a r r e  them  t o  
c o n t r o v e r s y ;  t h e r e  w as , f o r  a  w h i l e ,  no money b i d  
f o r  a rg u m e n t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  POSt and  t h e  p l a y e r  w e n t  
t o  c u f f s  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n . 1^ '

i sm , t h e  l i t e r a r y  movement c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  v e r b a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  

m e ta p h o r ,  r h e t o r i c ,  j u g g l i n g  o f  w ords and  s e n t e n c e s — i n ­

c l u d i n g  p u n n in g ,  a n a g ra m s ,  a c r o s t i c s —w hich  so  f a s c i n a t e d  

t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n s .  A f r i e n d l y  r i v a l r y  e x i s t e d  b e tw e e n  th e  

E u p h u i s t s  and  t h e  A reo p ag u s  c lu b  who o b j e c t e d  t o  " b a l d

Though t h e  A p o lo g ie  was n o t  p u b l i s h e d  u n t i l  1595 ,

L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t  i s  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  E uphu-

2. 401-4 136S idney  3 :1 0 ,2 2 .

1372. 2 . 357-61
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r h y m e r s . ” The f i r s t  g ro u p  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e f i n i n g

an d  e n r i c h i n g  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e ;  t h e  l a t t e r  g ro u p  was 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s t o r y .

t h e  o p p o s in g  g ro u p  f o r  h i s  " b o r r o w i n g s . "  Ogburn g i v e s  

two e x a m p le s ,  one t a k e n  fro m  t h e  w orks  o f  S p e n s e r ,  one

T h is  f e l l o w  p e c k s  up  w i t  a s  p ig e o n s  p e a s e ,
And u t t e r s  i t  a g a i n  when God d o th  p l e a s e .

S i d n e y ’s  S h e p h e a r d ’ s  D ia g lo g u e  h ad  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  a t  a

p a s t o r a l  show g i v e n  a t  W i l t o n ;  Berowne c o n t i n u e s :

He i s  a  w i t ’ s  p e d l a r ,  a n d  r e t a i l s  h i s  w a re s  
At w akes  an d  w a s s a i l s ,  m e e t i n g s ,  m a r k e t s ,  f a i r s ,
And we t h a t  s e l l  b y  g r o s s ,  t h e  L ord  d o th  know 
Have n o t  t h e  g r a c e  t o  g r a c e  i t  w i t h  su c h  show.

The " b a ld  rhyme" t o  w h ic h  S id n e y  a n d  h i s  g ro u p  o b j e c t e d

i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  s a t i r e .

T h is  g a l l a n t  p i n s  t h e  w enches  on h i s  s l e e v e :
Had h e  b e e n  Adam, he  h a d  te m p te d  E v e ;
A’ c a n  c a r v e  t o o ,  a n d  l i s p :  Why, t h i s  i s  he
T h at k i s t  h i s  hand  away i n  c o u r t e s y ;
T h is  i s  t h e  a p e  o f  fo rm , m o n s ie u r  t h e  n i c e ,
T h a t ,  when he  p l a y s  a t  t a b l e s ,  c h id e s  t h e  d i c e  
I n  h o n o u r a b le  t e r m s :  n a y ,  he  c an  s i n g  
A mean m ost m e a n ly ;  and. i n  u s h e r i n g  
Mend h im  who c a n ;  t h e  l a d i e s  c a l l  h im  s w e e t ;
The s t a i r s ,  a s  he  t r e a d s  on them , k i s s  h i s  f e e t :
T h is  i s  t h e  f l o w e r  t h a t  s m i l e s  on e v e r y  o n e ,
To show h i s  t e e t h  a s  white a s  w h a le s  b o n e ;
And c o n s c i e n c e s ,  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  d i e  i n  d e b t ,
Pay h im  t h e  due  o f  h o n e y - to n g u e d  B o y e t . ^ o

I n  t h e  same a c t ,  Berowne makes a n o t h e r  s p e e c h  w h ich  i d e n t i ­

f i e s  B oyet a s  S id n e y :

S id n e y  w as f r e q u e n t l y  mocked by  t h e  members o f

fro m  L ord  O x f o r d ’ s  p o e t r y .  I n  t h e  p l a y ,  Berowne

1385. 2 . 315-334
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m

V  ' , * '*+ 2

From  th e  m in ia tm e  h y  Isaac O liver at W in d so r  Castle 
C o pyrigh t o f I l ls  M a jesty  th e  K ing.

Sir  P h i l i p  Sidney.

" I'll is lellow perks up  wit, as pigeons pease, 
Anil in ters  ii again wiien God ilotli please;

1 his gallant pins the wenches on his sleeve; 
Hail he heen Adain, h e  h a d  tem pted  Eve: 
l i e  can carve too, and  lisp: why, this is he  
I hat  kiss'd liis h and  away in cour tesy.” 

Love's Labour's Lost,
Act V, Snow  2, Lines 316-25

P i g .  Si** P h i l i p  S id n e y
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Some c a r r y - t a l e ,  some p l e a s e - m a n ,  some s l i g h t  z a n y ,  
•Some m um ble-new s, some t r e n c h e r - k n i g h t , some P i c k ,  
'■That s m i l e s  h i s  c h ee k  i n  y e a r s ,  and knows t h e  t r i c k  
,J-'o make my l a d y  l a u g h  when s h e ’ s d i s p o s e d ,
T o ld  o u r  i n t e n t s  b e f o r e ;  w h ich  once d i s c l o s e d  
The l a d i e s  d i d  change  f a v o u r s  . . •

Do n o t  you know my l a d y ’ s f o o t  by t h ’ s q u i e r ,
And l a u g h  upon  th e  a p p le  o f  h e r  eye?

And s t a n d  b e tw e e n  h e r  b a c k ,  s i r ,  and  the  f i r e ,  
H o ld in g  a t r e n c h o r , -  j e s t i n g  m e r r i l y ?

You p u t  o u r  p a g e  o u t :  g o ,  you  a re  a l l o w ’d ;
D ie  when you  w i l l ,  a smock s h a l l  be you r  s h r o u d 1 ™

A "z a n y "  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s day  was n o t  so  much a  b u f f o o n  

a s  t h e  o b s e q u io u s  f o l l o w e r  o f  a b u f f o o n ,  th e  a t t e n u a t e d  

m im ic o f  a m im ic ,  whose m im icry  was weak and a b o r t i v e  

m im ic r y .1^  S i d n e y ’ s p o e t r y  was i m i t a t i v e  and s e n t i ­

m e n t a l .  "D ick "  i n  t h e  above q u o t a t i o n  s t a n d s  f o r  "Dap­

p e r  D i c k , "  a s  i n  G r e e n ' s  " I  m ig h t  s e e  coming downe t h e  

h i l l  a b r a v e  d a p p e r  D ic k e ,  q u a i n t l y  a t t i r e d  in  v e l v e t  

and  S a t t i n . " 1 -̂1 S i d n e y ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h i s  f a n c y  w ard­

ro b e  was w e l l -k n o w n .

T h ere  a r e  o t h e r  c l u e s  i n  B e ro w n e 's  l o n g ,  t e a s ­

i n g ,  rhymed s p e e c h .  The l i n e  "T h a t  s m i le s  h i s  c h eek  i n  

y e a r s "  i s  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  a d v an c ed  age  when we rem em ber

"W ith  m i r t h  and  l a u g h t e r  l e t  o l d  w r i n k l e s  come"1^  o f  

The M erch an t o f  V e n ic e . Edward Dowden saw in  S l e n d e r ,

i n  The M erry  Wives o f  W in d s o r , a  y o u t h f u l  v e r s i o n

o f  S i r  Andrew A guecheek  i n  T w e l f th  N i g h t , c h a r a c t e r s

139S .  2 .  4 6 3 -7 5  ^ O f 'u r n a s a ,  LLL, p .  2 7 3 . 

A rden E d i t i o n , p ,  165 1 , Qo
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w hich  a r e  b o th  l i k e l y  im ages  o f  S id n e y .  T h ere  may be a 

f u r t h e r  c lu e  i n  a  l i n e  f ro m  J u l i u s  C a e s a r ; "The same 

ague £cheelQ  w h ich  h a d  made you l e a n  [ S l e n d e r /  " The

i n s e r t s  a r e  m ine t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n ­

t a t i o n s  o f  S id n e y  i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  p l a y s ;  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 

c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  t h e  a d v a n c e d  ag e  o f  A guecheek and  t h e  

y o u th  o f  S l e n d e r  a n d  t h e  man who i s  a  "Boy y e t . "  I n  The 

M erry  W ives o f  W in d s o r , S l e n d e r  seem s t o  r e f e r  b a c k  t o  

L o v e 's  L a b o u r s  L o s t : " I  k e e p  b u t  t h r e e  men and  a boy y e t , 

t i l l  my m o th e r  be d e a d  . . ." 1 ^ 5

The m odern  r e a d e r  s h o u ld  be  aw are  o f  how f r e e l y  

and  f r e q u e n t l y  p u n s  a n d  r i d d l e s ,  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s t o r y ,  

w ere  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  t h e  t e x t  o f  E l i z a b e t h a n  p l a y s .  The 

S id n e y  a l l u s i o n s  may be  t a k e n  one s t e p  f u r t h e r  i n  K ing 

L e a r , "L e a r"  b e in g  a n  an ag ram  f o r  " E a r l , "  and  L e a r ,  b e in g  

a good c a n d i d a t e  f o r  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  image o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  

O x fo rd ,  t h e  k in g  s a y s ,  " I  am n o t  a g u e - p r o o f e , " ^ * ’̂  mean­

in g  A g u e -c h e e k ,  o r  S i d n e y .

To go b a c k  t o  B e ro w n e 's  s p e e c h  — "a  smock s h a l l  

be y o u r  s h ro u d , '^ — O gburn  a d d s - t h a t  S id n e y  had  g iv e n  t h e  

q u e en , a s  a  New Y e a r ' s  p r e s e n t ,  a  w h i t e  l i n e n  "smock" 

e m b ro id e re d  i n  b l a c k  a n d  t h a t  t h e  image o f  him  e n t e r t a i n ­

in g  t h e  Queen w i t h  h i s  j e s t s  w h i l e  s h i e l d i n g  h e r  from  t h e  

h e a t  o f  t h e  ( p o l i t i c a l )  f i r e ,  i s  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  image o f  

S id n e y

T h ere  a r e  o t h e r  h i n t s  t h a t  S i r  Andrew A guecheek

U 4 2 .  2 .  113  1/f5l .  1 .  264 1464 .  6 .  10?

^■^Ogburn, p . 200.
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i s  l a r g e l y  P h i l i p  S id n e y .  When S i r  Toby r e m a rk s :

He i s  a  k n i g h t ,  dubbed  w i t h  u n h a tc h e d  r a p i e r  and  
on a c a r p e t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ! ^

he may be r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  k n i g h t i n g  o f  S id n e y  i n =1583 

so  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  a c t  a s  p ro x y  f o r  P r i n c e  C a s im i r  i n  h i s  

i n s t a l l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  O rd e r  o f  t h e  G a r t e r . T h e r e  i s  

a l s o  t h e  u n u s u a l  f a c t  t h a t ,  an  e x p r e s s i o n — " a - h u n g r y " — 

w hich  i s  u s e d  o n ly  tw ic e  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  C anon, i s  i n  a 

sp e e c h  by S i r  Andrew A gu echeek : " ’Twere a s  good a deed  

a s  t o  d r i n k  when a man’ s  a - h u n g r y "  150 an(j a  sp e e c h  

by S l e n d e r :  " I  am n o t  a - h u n g r y ,  I  t h a n k  yo u , f o r s o o t h . "151 

A f t e r  S i r  A ndrew has s a i d  he d e l i g h t s  " i n  Mas­

q u e s  and r e v e l s  so m e tim es  t o g e t h e r , "  he  r e p l i e s  t o  S i r  

T o b y ’s q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  w h e th e r  he i s  "go od  a t  t h e s e  

K ic k c h a w s e s " :

As a n y  man i n  I l l y r i a ,  w h a ts o e v e r  he  b e ,  u n d e r  t h e  
d e g re e  o r  my b e t t e r s : an d  y e t  I  w i l l  n o t  com pare 
w i th  a  nob lem an . 15<i

T h is  p a r a l l e l s  a  m i s u n d e r s t a n d in g  S id n e y  h ad  w i t h  L ord  

O xford  (E . V e r ,  o r  e v e r ) on a  t e n n i s  c o u r t  i n  1 5 7 9 . S i d ­

ney  c h a l l e n g e d  O xfo rd  t o  a  d u e l  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a r g u ­

m en t,  b u t  t h e  Queen p r e v e n t e d  i t  by  r e m in d in g  them  o f  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  d e g re e  b e tw e e n  E a r l s  an d  G en tle m e n , 

" E a r l s ,  b e in g  th e  G e n t le m e n ’s  b e t t e r s . "  The Queen w r o te

14&TN 3» 4* 242-3 ^ ^ B o u r n e ,  p .  3 6 4 *

150TN 2 .  3 . 122-3  1 5 % IV  1 .  1 .  264

1 5 2TN 1 .  3 . 11 3 -5  ( I t a l i c s  m ine)
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o f  t h e

n e c e s s i t y  i n  P r i n c e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  own c r e a t i o n ,  
a s  d e g r e e s  d e s c e n d in g  b e tw ee n  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  l i c e n ­
t i o u s n e s s  and  t h e  a n o i n t e d  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  Crowns; 
how t h e  G e n t le m a n 's  n e g l e c t  p f  t h e  N o b i l i t y  t a u g h t  
t h e  p e a s a n t  t o  i n s u l t  b o t h . 1 -*?

I n  t h e  f i r s t  a c t ,  S i r  Andrew i s  h e a r d  " p e c k in g

up w i t "
SIR  TOBY.

A c c o s t ,  S i r  Andrew, a c c o s t .
SIR ANDREW.

W h a t 's  t h a t ?
SIR TOBY.

My n i e c e ' s  ch am berm aid .
SIR ANDREW.

Good M i s t r e s s  A c c o s t ,  I  d e s i r e  b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t a n c e .

SIR TOBY
You m i s t a k e ,  k n i g h t :  " a c c o s t  i s ,  f r o n t  h e r ,  b o a rd  
h e r ,  woo h e r  . . .

a n d  f u r t h e r  on:

SIR TOBY
P o u r q u o i ,  my d e a r  k n ig h t?

SIR ANDREW
What i s  " p o u r q u o i " ?  do o r  n o t  do? I  would I  had b e ­
s t o w 'd  t h a t  t im e  i n  t h e  t o n g u e s  t h a t  I  have  i n  f e n ­
c i n g ,  d a n c in g ,  an d  b e a r - b a i t i n g .  0 ,  had  I  b u t  f o l ­
l o w 'd  t h e  a r t s !  ^

T h i s  e c h o e s  S i d n e y ' s  own a d m is s io n  t h a t  s o l d i e r i n g  was 

h i s  f i r s t  i n t e r e s t ,  l i t e r a t u r e  h i s  s e c o n d .

S i r  Toby comments on t h e  s t r a i g h t  lo n g  h a i r  

w h ic h  c a n  be s e e n  i n  S i d n e y ' s  p o r t r a i t :  " I t  h a n g s

l i k e  f l a x  i n  a d i s t a f f . "^-55 T h is  i d e n t i f i e s  S id n e y  

p o i n t e d l y  w i t h  C h a u c e r ' s  f a m i l i a r  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  P a rd o n ­

e r :

■ ^ F u l k e  G r e v i l l e  B ro o k e , The L i f e  o f  t h e  Renowned 
S i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y  (London: C aradoc  P r e s s ,  1 9 0 7 ) ,  p .  6 3 .

^ l .  3 . 50-6 , ^9-93 1551 . 3 . 99
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T h is  p a rd o n e r  hadd e  h e e r  a s  ye lw e  a s  wex,
But sm oothe i t  h e n g e ,  a s  d o th  a s t r i k e  o f  f l e x —

t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  b e in g  t h a t ,  l i k e  h i s  p r o t o t y p e ,  he  w i l l  be 

a p a rd o n e r  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  c a r i c a t u r e .156

T here  a r e  more c l u e s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  A guecheek a s  S id n e y .  T h e re  a r e  a l s o  c l u e s  t h a t  s u g g e s t  

Ned P o in s  (a  ro u g h  anag ram  f o r  P .  S i d n e i ,  a s  he  s i g n e d  

h i m s e l f )  i n  King H enry  t h e  F o u r t h  i s  S id n e y  t o  O x f o r d 's  

P r i n c e  H a l and  t h a t  A ja x ,  i n  T r o i l u s  an d  C r e s s i d a  i s  

a l s o  S id n e y .  I n  H a m le t ,  L a e r t e s ,  w h ic h  i s  a  p e r f e c t  a n a ­

gram  f o r  a L e s t e r  ( t h e  way L e i c e s t e r  was u s u a l l y  s p e l l e d  

i n  c o n te m p o ra ry  l e t t e r s i  i s  a  c o m p o s i te  c h a r a c t e r ,  p r e ­

d o m in a n t ly  P h i l i p  S id n e y  (a  L e s t e r )  o v e r  Thomas C e c i l .

The King ( L e i c e s t e r )  p l o t t i n g  w i t h  L a e r t e s  f o r  h i s  d u e l  

w i t h  H am let i s  L e i c e s t e r  w o rk in g  on h i s  s u s c e p t i b l e  

nephew , S id n e y ,  a g a i n s t  O x fo rd ,  an  a t te m p t  w h ic h ,  i n  r e a l  

l i f e ,  was n e v e r  s u c c e s s f u l .  A g a in ,  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  

and  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s ,  s e e  t h e  a u ­

t h o r s  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t io n e d .

L o rd  B u rg h le y  

W il l ia m  C e c i l ,  l a t e r  known a s  Lord  B u r g h le y ,  

was a p p o in t e d  one o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  S t a t e  i n  1550 

an d  sw orn t o  t h e  P r i v y  C o u n c i l .  From t h i s  t im e  

u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  he c o n t i n u e d  t o  o c cu p y  a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  su c h  a s  no o t h e r  man i n  E u ro pe  b e ­

low  t h e  r a n k  o f  a s o v e r e i g n  a t t a i n e d  t o .  F o r  f o r t y - e i g h t

•*•56Qgburn, p , 277 .
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Sn( (j e c / l i  v s  jibei cultor Tbtrlcecjue Zfiesauri

Cusfos. Sjies miseris uiilca pauperibus. *S

W I L L I A M  C E C I L ,  L O R D  B U R G H L E Y

Drawn by Thomas Derrick, from an Engraving in 
“ Herologia Anglica," by Henry Holland (IG2Q)

P i g .  ij.6. Prom H a k l u y t ' s  P r i n c i p a l  
N a v i g a t i o n s .
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y e a r s  he was an  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  t h e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  

o f  H enry  V I I I ,  whom h e  s e r v e d  w i t h  l o y a l t y  an d  d e v o t i o n .  

I n  1551 he was k n i g h t e d .  When E l i z a b e t h  came i n t o  power 

sh e  a p p o i n t e d  him  c h i e f  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  Tw enty y e a r s  

l a t e r  he was c r e a t e d  B aron  o f  B u r g h le y  a n d  i n  J u l y  1572 

L ord  High T r e a s u r e r  o f  E n g la n d .  By h im , more t h a n  by  any  

o t h e r  s i n g l e  man, d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  h i s  

l i f e ,  was t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  E n g la n d  s h a p e d .  B u rg h le y  was 

a lw a y s  a  l o v e r  o f  b o o k s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  a  s t u d e n t  t o  

t h e  l a s t .

W i l l ia m  C e c i l  was a lw a y s  o p p o se d  t o  p i r a c y  on 

t h e  h ig h  s e a s  b u t  he  w as n o t  abov e  a  l i t t l e  c a u t i o u s  

s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  o v e r s e a s  a d v e n t u r e  and  p u t  a  l i t t l e  money 

i n t o  t h e  R u s s i a  Company i n  K ing  E dw ard ’ s  d a y .  The Haw­

k i n s  e n t e r p r i s e s  came t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  edge  o f  p i r a c y  

t o  s u i t  h i s  t a s t e ;  h e  d i d  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  them , th o u g h  

E l i z a b e t h  h e r s e l f  d i d ,  i n d i r e c t l y .  H ow ever, t h e r e  can  

b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  E l i z a b e t h  and  C e c i l  s e c r e t l y  a p ­

p ro v e d  H a w k in s ’ s  p l a n s  t o  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  W est I n d i e s  w i t h  

t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  E l i z a b e t h  w ould  d i s c l a i m  him  and  

h i s  a d v e n tu r e  i f  i t  s u i t e d  h e r  p u r p o s e s . ^ 7  L a t e r  C e c i l  

s u p p o r t e d  Humphrey G i l b e r t  a n d  M a r t in  F r o b i s h e r  i n  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  t o  f i n d  t h e  N o r th w e s t  P a s s a g e .  The l e t t e r s  p a t ­

e n t s  g r a n t e d  t o  W a l t e r  R a le g h  " f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r i n g  and

157 C o n y e rs  R ead , M r. S e c r e t a r y  C e c i l  an d  Queen 
E l i z a b e t h  (New Y ork: k n o p f ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  p .  4 2 9 .
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p l a n t i n g  o f  new l a n d s  an d  C o u n t r i e s ” i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w ­

in g :

And f u r t h e r ,  we doe by  t h e s e  p r e s e n t s  f o r  u s ,  o u r  
h e i r e s  and  s u c c e s s o r s ,  g iv e  and  g r a n t  f u l  pow er and  
a u t h o r i t i e  t o  o u r  t r u s t i e  and w e lb e lo v e d  C o u n s a i lo u r  
S i r  W i l l ia m  C e c i l l  k n i g h t ,  Lorde B u r g h le y ,  o r  h ig h  
T r e a s u r e r  o f  E n g la n d ,  and  t o  t h e  L o rde  T r e a s u r e r - ’ o f  
E n g la n d  f o r  u s ,  o u r  h e i r e s  and s u c c e s s o r s  f o r  t h e  
t im e  b e i n g ,  an d  t o  t h e  p r i v i e  C o u n s a i lo u r  o f  u s ,  
o u r  h e i r e s  a n d  s u c c e s s o r s  . . .  t o  im b a rk e  & t r a n s ­
p o r t  o u t  o f  o u r  Realme o f  E n g land  and  I r e l a n d ,  an d  
t h e  D om inions t h e r e o f ,  a l l  o r  a n y  o f  h i s  o r  t h e i r  
g o o d s ,  and  a l l  o r  an y  o f  t h e  goods o f  h i s  a n d  t h e i r  
a s s o c i a t e s  a n d  c o m p a n ie s ,  and  e v e r y  o r  a n y  o f  th em , 
w i t h  s u c h  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r i e s  and  c o m m o d i t ie s  o f  an y  
o u r  R ea lm es , a s  t o  t h e  sa y d e  L orde  T r e a s u r e r ,  o r  
f o u r e  o r  more o f  t h e  p r i v i e  C o u n s a i l e ,  o f  u s  o u r  
h e i r e s  and  s u c c e s s o r s  f o r  t h e  t im e  b e in g  s h a l b e  
f ro m  t im e  t o  t im e  by  h i s  o r  t h e i r  w isd o m e s ,  o r  d i s ­
c r e t i o n s  t h o u g h t  m eete  a n d  c o n v e n i e n t ,  f o r  t h e  b e t ­
t e r  r e l i e f e  a n d  s u p p o r t a t i o n  o f  h im  t h e  s a y d  W a l te r  
R a l e g h .15$

D r. D over W ilso n  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  " t h e  f i g u r e  o f  

P o lo n iu s  i s  a lm o s t  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  i n t e n d e d  a s  a  c a r i c a ­

t u r e  o f  L ord  Burleigh."159 j n P o lo n iu s  we s e e  C e c i l  a s  

c l e a r l y  a s  h is to ry  h a s  g iv e n  him  t o  u s .  A l l  h i s  t r a i t s  

o f  c h a r a c t e r  a r e  t h e r e —h i s  g ra v e  d em ean o r , h i s  a i r  o f  

s e l f - i m p o r t a n c e ,  h i s  a m b i t io n ,  h i s  a d e p t n e s s  i n  s t a t e  

a f f a i r s ,  h i s  lo n g -w in d e d  pompous s p e e c h e s ,  h i s  d u p l i c i t y ,  

h i s  c u n n in g ,  and  h i s  s t e a l t h .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t o  P o lo n iu s  was c a l l e d  C o ra m b is ,  

an  u n m is ta k a b le  a l l u s i o n  t o  B u r g h le y ’ s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  m o t to ,  

Corunum, v i a  u n a . A p p a r e n t ly  " d o u b le "  (b i s ) seem ed more 

a c c u r a t e  t o  S h a k e s p e a re  t h a n  " s i n g l e "  ( u n u m -u n a ) t o  d e s ­

c r i b e  C e c i l ’ s  d e a l i n g s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  C o ra m b is .  S h a k e s p e a r e

1 ^ H a k l u y t , 6 :1 1 9 - 2 0 .
^ 5 9 j . D over W ilso n ,  The E s s e n t i a l  S h a k e s p e a r e  

(C a m b rid g e ,  E n g la n d :  The U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p .  1 0 4 .
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p u t  i n t o  P o l o n i u s ’ s mouth t h e  v e r y  l a n g u a g e  w hich  C e c i l

a c t u a l l y  u s e d .  So c l o s e  i s  t h e  r e s e m b la n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e

a d v ic e  o f  P o l o n i u s  t o  L a e r t e s ,  and  t h e  a d v ic e  o f  C e c i l

t o  h i s  s o n  R o b e r t ,  t h a t  t h e  " b o r r o w in g ” i s  u n m i s t a k a b l e .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  C e c i l  had  h i s  so n  Thomas w a tc h e d  j u s t  a s

P o l o n i u s  h a d  L a e r t e s  w a tc h e d ;  and  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n d u c t

o f  Queen G e r t r u d e ' s  m i n i s t e r  i s  t h a t  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h ' s

f i r s t  a d v i s o r .  P o l o n i u s ,  l i k e  C e c i l ,  w an ted  t o  m a r ry

h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  moment, t o  t h e

g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  a d v a n t a g e .  P o lo n iu s  a im ed  a t  H a m le t ;

C e c i l  a im ed  a t  L ord  O x fo rd .  The e v id e n c e  t h a t  H am le t i s

L o rd  O x fo rd  a n d  O p h e l ia  i s  Anne C e c i l  i s  v e r y  s t r o n g .

B ut t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e  i s  on B u r g h le y .  The f o l l o w i n g

i s  a n  exam ple  o f  h i s  maxims:

L e t  t h y  h o s p i t a l i t y  be m o d e ra te  . . . r a t h e r  p l e n ­
t i f u l  t h a n  s p a r i n g ,  f o r  I  n e v e r  knew any  man grow 
p o o r  by  k e e p in g  an  o r d i n a r y  t a b l e  . . . Beware t h o u  
s p e n d e s t  n o t  more t h a n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  p a r t s  o f  t h y  
r e v e n u e ,  and  n o t  above  a  t h i r d  p a r t  o f  t h a t  i n  t^hy 
h o u s e .  T h a t  g e n t le m a n  who s e l l s  an  a c r e  o f  l a n d  
s e l l s  a n  ounce  o f  c r e d i t ,  f o r  g e n t i l i t y  i s  n o t h i n g  
e l s e  b u t  a n c i e n t  r i c h e s .  S u f f e r  n o t  t h y  s o n s  t o  
c r o s s  t h e  A lp s ,  f o r  t h e y  s h a l l  l e a r n  n o t h in g  t h e r e  
b u t  p r i d e ,  b la sp h e m y , a n d  a th e i s m ;  and  i f  by  t r a v e l  
t h e y  g e t  a  few  b ro k e n  l a n g u a g e s ,  t h e y  s h a l l  p r o f i t  
them  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  t o  h ave  one m eat s e r v e d  up 
i n  d i v e r s  d i s h e s .  N e i t h e r  t r a i n  them  up i n  w a r s ,  
f o r  he  t h a t  s e t s  up t o  l i v e  by  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n  can  
h a r d l y  b e  an  h o n e s t  man o r  a  good C h r i s t i a n .  Be­
w are  o f  b e in g  s u r e t y  f o r  t h y  b e s t  f r i e n d s ;  n e  t h a t  
p a y e t h  a n o t h e r  m a n 's  d e b t s  s e e k e t h  h i s  own d e c a y .
Be s u r e  t o  k e e p  some g r e a t  man t h y  f r i e n d ,  b u t  
t r o u b l e  h im  n o t  w i t h  t r i f l e s ;  com plim en t him  o f t e n  
w i t h  many, y e t  s m a l l ,  g i f t s .  Towards t h y  s u p e r i o r s  
be h u m b le ,  y e t  g e n e r o u s ;  w i t h  t h i n e  e q u a l s  f a m i l i a r ,  
y e t  r e s p e c t f u l ;  to w a rd s  t h i n e  i n f e r i o r s ,  show much 
h u m a n i ty ,  an d  some f a m i l i a r i t y ,  a s  t o  bow t h e  b od y , 
s t r e t c h  f o r t h  t h e  h a n d ,  and  t o  u n c o v e r  t h e  h e a d .  
T r u s t  n o t  a n y  man w i t h  t h y  l i f e ,  c r e d i t ,  o r  e s t a t e ,
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f o r  i t  i s  mere f o l l y  f o r  a  man t o  e n t h r a l  h i m s e l f  t o
h i s  f r i e n d . -

T h is  i s  P o lo n iu s  s p e a k i n g  t o  L a e r t e s :

G ive  t h y  t h o u g h t s  no to n g u e ,
Nor a n y  u n p r o p o r t i o n * d  th o u g h t  h i s  a c t .
Be t h o u  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  b y  no means v u l g a r .
The f r i e n d s  t h o u  h a s t ,  a n d  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n  t r i e d ,  
G ra p p le  them  t o  t h y  s o u l  w i t h  h o o p s  o f  s t e e l ;
But do n o t  d u l l  t h y  palm  w i t h  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
Of e a c h  n e w - h a t c h t ,  u n f l e d g e d  co m rad e . Beware 
Of e n t r a n c e  t o  a  q u a r r e l ;  b u t  b e in g  i n ,
B ea r  Tt ,  t h a t  t h '  o p p o se d  may bew are  o f  t h e e .
Give e v e r y  man t h i n e  e a r ,  b u t  few  t h y  v o i c e :
Take e a c h  man’ s  c e n s u r e ,  b u t  r e s e r v e  t h y  ju d g m e n t .  
C o s t ly  t h y  h a b i t  a s  t h y  p u r s e  can  b u y ,
But n o t  e x p r e s t  i n  f a n c y ;  r i c h ,  n o t  g aud y :
F o r  t h e  a p p a r e l  o f t  p r o c l a im s  t h e  man.
And t h e y  i n  F ra n c e  o f  t h e  b e s t  r a n k  and  s t a t i o n  
Are m ost s e l e c t  an d  g e n e r o u s ,  c h i e f  i n  t h a t .
N e i t h e r  a  b o r r o w e r  n o r  a  l e n d e r  b e :
F o r  l o a n  o f t  l o s e s  b o t h  i t s e l f  and  f r i e n d ;
And b o r ro w in g  d u l l s  t h e  ed g e  o f  h u s b a n d r y .
T h is  ab o v e  a l l , — t o  t h i n e  own s e l f  be  t r u e ;
And i t  m ust f o l l o w ,  a s  t h e  n i g h t  t h e  d a y -^ -  
Thou c a n s t  n o t  t h e n  be  f a l s e  t o  a n y  man.

Looney o b s e r v e s  t h a t  we a r e  p ro n e  t o  t a k e  t h e

p h ra s e  "To t h i n e  own s e l f  be  t r u e , "  a s  much n o b l e r  t h a n

i t  c an  have  b e e n  m e a n t ,  f o l l o w i n g  a s  i t  d o e s  "a  s p e e c h

w hich, t h r o u g h o u t , i s  a  d i r e c t  a p p e a l  . . .  . t o  mere

s e l f - i n t e r e s t . "  He c o n t i n u e s :

. . . u n to  ’ t h i n e  own s e l f : ’ n o t  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  
i s  i n  y o u , n o r  t h e  w o r s t .  C o n s i s t e n t l y  w i t h  h i s  
o t h e r  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  S h a k e s p e a r e  c l o s e s  w i t h  one w hich  
su m m arize s  a l l ,  t h e  r e a l  b e a r i n g  o f  w h ic h  may p e r ­
h a p s  be  b e s t  a p p r e c i a t e d  by  t u r n i n g  i t  i n t o  modern 
s l a n g :  ’Be t r u e  t o  "num ber o n e " . ’ Make y o u r  own 
i n t e r e s t s  y o u r  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e ,  and  be f a i t h f u l

l 6 C>Martin Andrew S h a rp  Hume, The G r e a t  L ord  Burgh­
l e y  (W il l ia m  C e c i l )  a  S tu d y  i n  E l i z a b e t h a n  S t a t e c r a f t  (Lon­
don : E . Trfa'sh, 1905 J , p . 2 5 .

l 6 l l .  3 . 59-SO
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to  i t ."162

Such  an  a t t i t u d e  w ould  be much more i n  l i n e  w i t h  B u r g h l e y ’ s 

t h i n k i n g  t h a n  t h e  n o b l e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  we h a v e  come t o  

a c c e p t .  On 23 A p r i l  1576, B u rg h le y  w r o te  t o  t h e  Queen:

M ost s o v e r e i g n  l a d y ,  As I  was a c c u s to m e d  fro m  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  my s e r v i c e  t o  y o u r  M a je s ty  u n t i l  
o f  l a t e  by  t h e  p e r m is s io n  o f  y o u r  g o o d n e s s  a n d  by 
o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  p l a c e  w h e re in  I  s e r v e  y o u r  M a .ie s ty . 
t o  be  f r e q u e n t l y  an  i n t e r c e s s o r  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  y o u r  
M a .ie s ty . a n d  t h e r e i n  d i d  f i n d  y o u r  M a .ies ty  a lw a y s  i n ­
c l i n a b l e  t o  g iv e  me g r a c i o u s  a u d ie n c e :  so  now do I  
f i n d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  end  o f  my y e a r s  a  n e c e s s a r y  o c ­
c a s i o n  t o  be  an  i n t e r c e s s o r  f o r  a n o t h e r  n e x t  t o  my­
s e l f ,  i n  a  c a u s e  g o o d ly ,  h o n e s t ,  a n d  j u s t ;  a n d  t h e r e ­
f o r e  h a v in g  had  p r o o f  o f  y o u r  M a.ies ty  f o r  m o s t  f a v ­
o u r s  i n  . c a u s e s  so  n e a r  t o u c h i n g  m y s e l f  a s  y o u r  Ma.i­
e s t y  w i l l  c o n c e iv e  i t  d o th  . . .

To e n t e r  t o  t r o u b l e  y o u r  M a.ies ty  w i t h  t h e  c i r ­
c u m s ta n c e s  o f  my c a u s e ,  I  mean n o t  f o r  s u n d r y  r e ­
s p e c t s  b u t  c h i e f l y  f o r  tw o : t h e  one i s  t h a t  I  am 
v e r y  l o t h  t o  be  more cumbersome t o  y o u r  M a .ie s ty  
t h a n  n e e d  s h a l l  com pel me; an d  t h e  o t h e r  i s ,  f o r  
t h a t  I  hope  i n  God’s  g o o d n e s s ,  and  f o r  r e v e r e n c e  
b o rn e  t o  y o u r  M a .ie s ty . t h a t  s u c c e s s  t h e r e o f  may 
h av e  a  b e t t e r  e n d in g  t h a n  t h e  b e g in n i n g  t h r e a t e n e t h .  
B u t y o u r  M a.ies ty  may t h i n k  my s u i t  w i l l  be  v e r y  lo n g  
w here  I  am so  lo n g  e r e  I  b e g in  i t : an d  t r u l y , m ost 
g r a c i o u s  s o v e r e i g n  l a d y ,  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  
o f  my c a u s e  i s  su c h  a s  I  h av e  no p l e a s u r e  t o  e n t e r  
i n t o  i t ,  b u t  h ad  r a t h e r  s e e k  means t o  s h u t  i t  up f o r  
them  t o  l a y  i t  o p en , n o t  f o r  l a c k  o f  s o u n d n e s s  t h e r e ­
o f  on my p a r t ,  b u t  f o r  w ic k e d n e s s  o f  o t h e r s  f ro m  
whom t h e  g ro u n d  work p r o c e e d e t h .

. . . w h e re a s  I  am, by G o d 's  v i s i t a t i o n  w i t h  
some i n f i r m i t y  an d  y e t  n o t  g r e a t ,  s t a y e d ,  f ro m  com ing 
t o  do my d u ty  t o  y o u r  M a.ies ty  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  a n d  my 
d a u g h t e r , t h e  C o u n te s s  o f  O x fo rd ,  a l s o  o c c a s i o n e d  
t o  H er g r e a t  g r i e f  t o  be  a b s e n t  f ro m  y o u r  M a .ie s ty ’ s  
C o u r t  . . . and  o f  my d a u g h t e r , y o u r  M a j e s t y ' s  m ost 
hum ble  young  s e r v a n t ,  a s  o f  one t h a t  i s  t o w a r d  y o u r  
M a.ies ty  i n  d u t i f u l  lo v e  and  f e a r ,  y e a ,  i n  f e r v e n t  
a d m i r a t i o n  o f  y o u r  g r a c e s  . . . an d  i n  c a u s e  b e t w i x t  
my L ord  o f  O x fo rd  and  h e r ,  w h e th e r  i t  be  f o r  r e s p e c t  
o f  m i s l i k i n g  i n  me o r  m isdeem ing  o f  h e r s  w h e r e o f  I  
c a n n o t  y e t  know t h e  c e r t a i n t y ,  I  do avow i n  t h e  p r e -

^ 2 J .  Thomas Looney, " S h a k e s p e a r e ' '  I d e n t i f i e d  i n  
Edw ard de V e re .  t h e  S e v e n te e n th  E a r l  o f  O x fo rd  (London:
C e c i l  P a lm e r ,  New York: F r e d e r i c k  A. S to k e s  C o . ,  1 9 2 0 ) , p .  4 0 2 .
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s e n c e  o f  God and  o f  t h e  a n g e l s  whom I  do c a l l  a s  m in­
i s t e r s  o f  h i s  i r e ,  i f  i n  t h i s  I  do u t t e r  a n y  u n t r u t h .
. . . y e t  now I  h av e  t a k e n  God and  h i s  a n g e l s  t o  be 
w i t n e s s e s  t o  my w r i t i n g ,  I  r e n o u n c e  n a t u r e ,  and  
p r o t e s t  s im p ly  t o  y o u r  M a . ie s ty . I  d id  n e v e r  s e e  i n  
h e r  b e h a v i o u r  i n  w ord o r  d e e d ,  n o r  e v e r  c o u ld  p e r c e i v e  
b y  a n y  o t h e r  m eans, b u t  t h a t  sh e  h a t h  a lw a y s  u s e d  h e r ­
s e l f  h o n e s t l y , c h a s t e l y ,  a n d  l o v i n g l y  to w a rd  h im  . . .163

The e c h o e s  o f  t h i s  lo n g -w in d e d ,  t e d i o u s ,  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s ,

l e t t e r  w h ic h  g o e s  on a n d  on c a n  be  h e a r d  i n  t h e s e  w ords

o f  P o l o n i u s :

My l i e g e  a n d  madam, t o  e x p o s t u l a t e  
What m a j e s t y  s h o u ld  b e ,  w h a t  d u t y  i s .
Why d a y  i s  d a y ,  n i g h t  n i g h t ,  and  t im e  i s  t im e ,
Were n o t h i n g  b u t  t o  w a s te  n i g h t ,  day , an d  t i m e ,
t h e r e f o r e ,  s i n c e  b r e v i t y  i s  t h e  s o u l  o f  w i t .
And t e d i o u s n e s s  tK e l im b s  an d  o u tw a rd  f l o u r i s h e s .
I  w i l l  be b r i e f . Your n o b le  so n  i s  mad:
Mad c a l l  I  i t ;  f o r ,  t o  d e f i n e  t r u e  m adness ,
What i s  Tt  b u t  t o  be  n o t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  mad?
B ut l e t  t h a t  g o .

QUEEN.
More m a t t e r  w i t h  l e s s  a r t .

POLONIUS
Madam, I  s w e a r  I  u s e  no a r t  a t  a l l .
T h a t  he  i s  mad, ’ t i s  t r u e ; ’t i s  t r u e  ’ t i s  p i t y ;
And p i t y  ’ t i s  t i s  t r u e : a  f o o l i s h  f i g u r e ;
B u t f a r e w e l l  i t ,  f o r  I  w i l l  u se  no a r t .
Mad l e t  u s  g r a n t  h im , t h e n ;  and  now re m a in s  
T h a t  we f i n d  o u t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  e f f e c t .
Or r a t h e r  s a y  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  d e f e c t .
F o r  t h i s  e f f e c t  d e f e c t i v e  comes by c a u s e ;
Thus i t  r e m a i n s ,  a n d  t h e  r e m a in d e r  t h u s .
P e r p e n d .
I  h av e  a  d a u g h t e r . h av e  w h i l e  sh e  i s  m ine ;
Who, i n  h e r  d u t y  o f  o b e d ie n c e  . . . 1 °4

B u rg h le y  was known f o r  h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f  k e e p in g

m a t t e r s  sm ooth  on  t h e  s u r f a c e .  He w ould  do a n y t h i n g  t o

a v o i d  a  q u a r r e l . 1^5  As w ould  P o l o n i u s :

HAMLET
Do y o u  s e e  y o n d e r  c lo u d  t h a t ’ s  a lm o s t  i n  sh a p e  o f  

a  cam el?
POLONIUS

By t h e  m a ss ,  an d  ’ t i s  l i k e  a  c a m e l ,  i n d e e d .

1 63 b . m . W ard; c i t .  Lansdown MSS, 1 0 2 :2 .  

1 6 ^ 2 .  2 .  S6-10G l 6 5 0 g b u rn ,  p .  6 6 6 .
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HAMLET.
M e th in k s  i t  i s  l i k e  a w e a s e l .

POLONIUS.
I t  i s  b a c k e d  l i k e  a  w e a s e l .

HAMLET.
Or l i k e  a  w h a le?

V ery  l i k e  a  w h a l e .

We n o t e  i n  B u r g h le y f s  maxims t h a t  he  was o p p o se d  

t o  h i s  s o n ' s  t r a v e l i n g  an d  a g a i n  we h e a r  t h e  e c h o e s  when 

P o lo n iu s  s a y s :

He h a t h ,  my l o r d ,  w rung fro m  me my s lo w  l e a v e
By lab o u rso m e  p e t i t i o n ;  a n d ,  a t  l a s t ,
Upon h i s  w i l l  I  s e a l ' d  my c o n s e n t :  w -
I  do b e s e e c h  yo u , g iv e  h im  l e a v e  t o  g o .

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  a c t ,  when H am le t i s  a s k e d  by  t h e

K ing , "W here’ s  P o l o n i u s ? "  he  r e p l i e s ,  "A t s u p p e r  . . .

Not w here  he e a t s ,  b u t  w here  he  i s  e a t e n :  a  c e r t a i n  c o n ­

v o c a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c  worms a r e  e ' e n  a t  h im . Your worm i s

y o u r  o n ly  e m p e ro r  f o r  d i e t . 11 B u rg h le y  had  o f t e n  b e en  

h e a r d  t o  s a y  t h a t  he  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n  o f
169t h e  D ie t  o f  Worms, when C h a r l e s  V was p r o c la im e d  E m peror: 

t h u s  a " c o n v o c a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c  w orm s."  T h e re  i s  a  f u r t h e r  

a l l u s i o n :  V er (H am le t b e in g  Edward de V ere )  i s  F re n c h  f o r  

worm, and  t h i s  V er i s  d i e t i n g  upon h i s  v i c t i m ,  B u rg h le y ,  

l i k e  an  e m p e ro r .

The a r t i c l e  on B u rg h le y  i n  t h e  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  

N a t i o n a l  B io g ra p h y  i s  v e r y  p a r t i a l  t o  i t s  s u b j e c t ,  b u t

l6 6 3 . 2 . 3 * 2 -7  l 67 l .  2 . 53 -61  l 6 \ .  3 . 19-23

^ ^ G e r a l d  W il l ia m  P h i l l i p s ,  L ord  B u rg h le y  i n  
S h a k e s p e a r e :  F a l s t a f f , S ly  , a n d  O th e r  iT  (London: T .
B u t t e r w o r t h  L t d . ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  1 4 4 .
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a d m i t s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i th  o t h e r  

men he em ployed  a v e r y  i n t r i c a t e  sy s te m  o f  e s p i o n a g e .

I t  i s  a  w e l l  known f a c t  t h a t  when h i s  e l d e s t  s o n ,  Thomas, 

a f t e r w a r d s  E a r l  o f  E x e t e r ,  was i n  P a r i s ,  B u rg h le y  had  

h im  w a tc h e d  and  s e c r e t l y  r e p o r t e d  on , q u i t e  i n  t h e  man­

n e r  o f  P o l o n i u s ' s  em ploym ent o f  t h e  spy  R e y n a ld o .

R ey n ard  i s  F re n c h  f o r  f o x ;  a t  c o u r t  B u rg h le y  was c a l l e d  

" t h e  F o x ."  When R o s e n c r a n tz  a s k s  Ham let w here  t h e  bod y  

o f  P o lo n iu s  i s ,  H am let a n s w e r s ,  " . . .  H ide f o x ,  and  a l l  

a f t e r . "171  F u r n e s s  i n t e r p r e t s  t h i s  t o  mean, " a s  i f  he  

w ere  p l a y i n g  h i d e  and  s e e k ,  c r i e s ,  'now t h e  f o x  i s  h i d :  

l e t  a l l  go a f t e r  h i m . '  ” 172

I n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  The T e m p e s t , B ran d es  s a y s ,  

"N e v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  H am let and  Timon, had  t h e  

a u t h o r  b e e n  so  p e r s o n a l . "  I n  t h i s  p l a y  th e  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  B u rg h le y  c an  be s e e n  a s  d i v id e d  b e tw een  G onzalo  a n d  

A n to n io .  A n to n io  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  b e t t e r  s i d e .  We a r e  

re m in d e d  o f  h i s  e n d l e s s ,  w ordy, p h i l o s o p h i z i n g  when 

S e b a s t i a n  s a y s ,  "L ook, h e ’ s  w in d in g  up t h e  w a tc h  o f  h i s  

w i t ;  by a n d  by  i t  w i l l  s t r i k e , "  and  A n to n io  a d d s ,  " F i e ,  

w h a t  a s p e n d t h r i f t  i s  h e  o f  h i s  t o n g u e . "173 T h e re  a r e  

f u r t h e r  c l u e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sp e e c h :

17C>Looney, p .  21 7 . 2 .  31

172Fur n e s s ,  p .  317 173i .  2 .  1 2 -1 3 ;  24
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GONZALO
By’r  l a k i n ,  I  c an  go no f u r t h e r ,  s i r ;
My o l d  b o n e s  a c h e ; h e r e ’ s  a  maze t r o d ,  in d e e d  
T hrough  f o r t h - r i g h t s  an d  m e a n d e rs ! by  y o u r  p a t i e n c e ,
I  n e e d s  m ust r e s t  me.

B u rg h le y ,  a s  he g rew  o l d e r ,  s u f f e r e d  from  g o u t  a n d  was ob ­

l i g e d  t o  r e m a in  a t  home f o r  lo n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e .  As f o r  

t h e  " m a z e ,” t h a t  was one  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  

h i s  fam ous g a r d e n s  a t  T h e o b a ld s .  T h ere  i s  a  fam ous p o r ­

t r a i t  o f  h im  r i d i n g  i n  t h e s e  m a g n i f i c e n t  g a rd e n s  on h i s  

l i t t l e  mule when h i s  !,o l d  b o n e s  a c h e d , "  and  he  was u n a b le  

t o  m eander on f o o t .

When P r o s p e r o  s p e a k s  o f  A n to n io ,  t h e  d e v io u s  s i d e

o f  B u rg h le y ,  a s  "T hy f a l s e  u n c l e , "  we a r e  re m in d e d  o f

B u r g h le y ’ s  n o t o r i o u s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  d o u b l e - d e a l i n g  and

p o l i t i c a l  m a n e u v e r in g :

B e ing  once  p e r f e c t e d  how t o  g r a n t  s u i t s ,
How t o  deny  th em , who t ’a d v a n c e ,  a n d  who
To t r a s h  f o r  o v e r - t o p p i n g j  new c r e a t e d
The c r e a t u r e s  t h a t  w e re  m in e ,  I  s a y ,  o r  c h a n g ’d ’em,
Or e l s e  n e w -fo rm ’d em: h a v in g  b o th  t h e  key
Of o f f i c e r  an d  o f f i c e ,  s e t  a l l  h e a r t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e
To w ha t tu n e  p l e a s e d  h i s  e a r ; t h a t  now he  was
The i v y  w h ich  h a d  h i d  my p r i n c e l y  t r u n k
And s u c k ’d my v e r d u r e  o u t  on ’ t . i 7 5

B u r g h l e y 's  pow er w as su p re m e ; he h a d  t h e  pow er t o

" g r a n t  s u i t s "  o r  d en y  th em , and  a s  M a s te r  o f  W ards, he

managed t o  a c q u i r e  many new p r o p e r t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  m o n e ta ry

p a y m e n ts .

Among t h e  many o t h e r  c l u e s  i s  one t h a t  i s  v e ry  

o b v io u s :  "He, b e in g  t h u s  l o r d e d  . . . w i t h  . . . w ha t my

17^3. 3- 1-4 1751. 2. 79-87
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pow er m ig h t  e l s e  e x a c t , ’'^76  whj_c h r e f e r s  t o  S i r  W i l l i a m  

C e c i l  b e in g  c r e a t e d  L ord  B u rg h le y  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  h i s  

d a u g h te r  s h o u ld  be o f  s u f f i c i e n t l y  h i g h  r a n k  t o  m a r ry  

Edward de V e re ,  E a r l  o f  O x fo rd .

B u t ,  a s  was s a i d  b e f o r e ,  h e  h a d  h i s  good s i d e ,  

a s  do a l l  men. T hus, P ro s p e r o  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h i s  t im e ,  

a b o i i t  G onzalo :

. . . d i d  g iv e  u s  . . .
R ich  g a rm e n ts ,  l i n e n s ,  s t u f f s ,  and  n e c e s s a r i e s ,
Which s i n c e  have s t e a d i e d  much; s o ,  o f  h i s  g e n t l e ­

n e s s ,
Knowing I  l o v ’d my b o o k s ,  he f u r n i s h ’d me 
From mine own l i b r a r y  w i t h  v o lu m es  t h a t  
T  p r i z e  above my dukedom . ^-77

When t h e  E a r l  o f  O xford  was im p r i s o n e d  i n  t h e  Tower, i t

was p r o b a b l y  B u rg h le y ,  h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w ,  who p r o v id e d

him w i t h  b ook s  and  o t h e r  " n e c e s s a r i e s , "  f o r  t h e  E a r l

d i d  sp e n d  t h i s  t im e  i n  " t h e  b e t t e r i n g  o f  h i s  m in d ,"  and

t h e r e  i s  no r e c o r d  o f  any  m e a ls  b e in g  s e r v e d  by  t h e

a u t h o r i t i e s  d u r in g  h i s  w hole  t im e  o f  im p r i s o n m e n t .176

T h e re  i s  a s c e n e  i n  w h ich  A lo n so  an d  G onzalo

a r e  a s l e e p  and  A n to n io  and  S e b a s t i a n  a r e  p l o t t i n g  a g a i n s t

t h e i r  l i v e s .  A r i e l  e n t e r s  an d  s a y s :

My m a s te r  th r o u g h  h i s  a r t  f o r e s e e s  t h e  d a n g e r  
T h a t  y o u , h i s  f r i e n d s ,  a r e  i n ;  an d  s e n d s  me f o r t h , — 
F o r  e l s e  h i s  p r o j e c t  d i e s , — t o  k e e p  them  l i v i n g

r s i n g s  i n  G o n z a lo ’ s  e a r . 
W hile  you h e rS ’ do s n o r i n g  l i e ,
O pen-eyed  c o n s p i r a c y  

H is  t im e  d o th  t a k e  
I f  o f  l i f e  you  k e ep  a  c a r e ,
Shake o f f  s lu m b e r j  a n d  b e w are :

Awake, Awake! ,

1761. 2. 97-S 1771. 2. 164-9 17^Ogburn, p. 547.
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ANTONIO.

Then l e t  u s  b o th  be su d d e n .
GONZALO.

Now, good a n g e l s ,  p r e s e r v e  th e  k in g !

A lo n so  and  G onzalo  s e e . t h e  o t h e r  two w i th  r a p i e r s  i n  

t h e i r  h a n d s .

ALONSO
Why, how now, ho! Awake! Why a r e  you drawn?
W h e re fo re  t h i s  g h a s t l y  lo o k in g ?

GONZALO
W h a t 's  t h e  m a t t e r ? ■‘■79 

The e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s c e n e  may l i e  i n  e v e n t s  t h a t  

t o o k  p l a c e  i n  15&3• B u rg h le y  was o ld  and a i l i n g  a n d  

w a n te d  t o  r e t i r e .  M eanw hile  t h e r e  was a c o n s p i r a c y  b e ­

tw e e n  G u ise  and  P h i l i p  o f  S p a in  t o  a s s a s s i n a t e  Queen E l i z ­

a b e t h .  She c o u ld  h a r d l y  s p a r e  B u rg h le y  a t  a  t im e  l i k e  

t h i s  a n d  A r i e l ' s  so n g  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  he  was a ro u s e d  from  

h i s  d e s i r e  t o  r e t i r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  Queen.

T h e re  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n n e c t io n  be tw een  Gon­

z a l o  an d  P o lo n iu s  i n  t h a t  b o th  i n  t h e i r  r a m b l in g  p h i l o ­

s o p h i c a l  t r a c t s  d raw  on t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  M o n ta ig n e .  Lord 

B u r g h le y  was su p p o s e d  t o  h ave  f o r m u la te d  h i s  p r e c e p t s  t o  

h i s  s o n ,  R o b e r t ,  a f t e r  a n  e x t e n s i v e  r e a d i n g  o f  M o n ta ig n e ,  

whose f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  " E s s a y s "  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  15&0, 

a n d  a s  was p o i n t e d  o u t  p r e v i o u s l y ,  G o n z a lo 's  sp e e c h  a b o u t  

h i s  d ream  p l a n t a t i o n  i s  r i g h t  o u t  o f  M o n ta ig n e .

L ord  B u rg h le y  may a l s o  have s u p p l i e d  some c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s  f o r  S h y lo c k — "My d a u g h te r !  0 my d u c a t s !  0 my 

D a u g h t e r ! " — a man who r e g a r d e d  money i t s e l f  a s  more

179f y 2.  1 .  293-305
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i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  u s e s  t o  w h ic h  i t s  p o s s e s s o r  c o u ld  p u t  

i t  and  ev en  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  human sym pa thy  and  human 

l i f e .  He c an  be s e e n  i n  C a p u l e t ,  b u s t l i n g  a b o u t  t o  e n ­

t e r t a i n  h i s  n o b le  f r i e n d s ,  a  m i ld  c a r i c a t u r e  o f  B u rg h le y

a s  a g e n i a l  h o s t .  He may be s e e n  i n  P a n d a ru s  i n  T r o i l u s

a n d  C r e s s i d a , who co m p ares  h i s  d a u g h te r  C r e s s i d a  (Anne) 

t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  H e le n  who r e p r e s e n t s  Queen E l i z a b e t h .  

He may be L e o n a to  i n  Much Ado A bout N o th in g  a i r i n g  h i s  

g r i e v a n c e  o f  Lord O x f o r d ’ s  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  h i s  d a u g h te r  

Anne, and  he may be  C a s s i u s  i n  J u l i u s  C a e s a r , t h e  p o l i t ­

i c a l  schem er o f  whoim:Caesar s a y s :

h e  r e a d s  much;
He i s  a g r e a t  o b s e r v e r ,  a n d  he  lo o k s
Q u i te  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e e d s  o f  men; he  l o v e s  no p l a y s ,
. . .  he  h e a r s  no m u sic  . . .1 8 0

M rs . C la rk  s e e s  B u rg h le y  a s  t h e  Duke o f  M ila n  i n  The Two 

G entlem en  o f  V erona  an d  G. W. P h i l l i p s  i n  h i s  L ord  B urgh­

l e y  i n  S h a k e s p e a re  s e e s  h im  a s  F a l s t a f f ,  S l y ,  and  B ottom , 

a s  w e l l  a s  S h y lo c k .  He i s  e v e ry w h e re  i n  t h e  p l a y s ,  and  

t h i s  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  s i n c e  he  was e v e ry w h e re  and  i n t o  

e v e r y t h i n g  d u r in g  h i s  y e a r s  a s  c h i e f  a d v i s o r  t o  Queen 

E l i z a b e t h .

Hawdcins, F r o b i s h e r ,  L e i c e s t e r ,  S u s s e x ,  W al-  

s in g h a m , S id n e y ,  a n d  B u r g h le y  w ere  n o t  t h e  o n ly  " G e n t l e -  

men A d v e n tu re r s "  who a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  p l a y s .  

O th e r s  can  be r e c o g n i z e d  i f  t h e  p l a y  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  com­

p a re d  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r o t o t y p e s .  

They c a n  be r e c o g n i z e d  a s  h a v in g  p o s s i b l y  d ro p p e d  h i n t s

lS o l .  2 . 200-3
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a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  i n c o r p o r a t e d  s u b t l y  

i n  h i s  p l a y s .



CHAPTER VI

FRANCIS DRAKE AND CORIOLANUS

I n  1577 F r a n c i s  D rake  c o n c e iv e d  a  p l a n  t h a t  i n ­

c lu d e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  new l a n d ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  

s t r i k i n g  a t  S p a n i s h  t r e a s u r e  i n  C e n t r a l  A m e ric a — a p l a n  

o f  w hich  t h e  S p a n i s h  o f f i c i a l s  had  no s u s p i c i o n s .  I n s t e a d  

o f  s t r i k i n g  a t  t h e  t r e a s u r e  by  way o f  t h e  I s th m u s  o f  Pan­

ama, he p la n n e d  t o  p e n e t r a t e  i n t o  t h e  S o u th  S ea  by  t h e  

d a n g e ro u s  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t r a i t s  o f  M a g e l la n  an d  a t ­

t a c k  from  t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  i n s t e a d  o f  f ro m  t h e  A t l a n t i c  

C o a s t .  He c o n c e a l e d  h i s  s e c r e t  i n t e n t i o n  f ro m  a l l  b u t  

t h e  Queen a n d  a  few  o t h e r s  whom he  t r u s t e d .

T h e re  was i n  E n g l i s h  p o l i t i c s  a t  t h i s  t im e  a  

p e ac e  p a r t y  a n d  a  w a r  p a r t y ,  B u rg h le y  l e a d i n g  t h e  f o r ­

mer and  W als ingham  a n d  L e i c e s t e r  l e a d i n g  t h e  l a t t e r .

The w ar p a r t y  ho p ed  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r i g h t s  t o  

new l a n d s  by f o r c e  i f  n e c e s s a r y  an d  t h e  Queen was w i t h  

them  s e c r e t l y .  She g av e  D rake  h e r  c o n s e n t  t o  p ro c e e d  

b u t  w arn ed  h im  t h a t  sh e  w o u ld  n e v e r  a d m i t  i t  p u b l i c l y .

She t r i e d  t o  k e e p  B u r g h le y  i n  i g n o r a n c e ,  b u t  B u rg h le y ,

383
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w i t h  h i s  i n t r i c a t e  sp y  s y s te m ,  was made aw are  o f  t h e  

t r u t h .  Thomas D ough ty , whom we s h a l l  m eet l a t e r ,  b e ­

t r a y e d  D r a k e ’ s  p l a n s  t o  B u r g h le y ,  t h e n  t o o k  p a s s a g e  i n  

t h e  f l e e t  a s  a  g e n t le m a n  e x p l o r e r  and  d i d  a l l  i n  h i s  pow­

e r  t o  r u i n  t h e  p ro jec t* '* '

I n  190$ Z e l i a  N u t t a l l  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

A r c h iv e s  i n  M exico  t h e  " D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  Nuno de S i l v a  a s  

t o  how h e  was t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  by  E n g l i s h  p i r a t e s  on h i s  

way fro m  O p o r t  t o  B r a z i l ,  May 23 , 1 5 7 9 ^” a d e p o s i t i o n  

g iv e n  t o  t h e  V ic e r o y  o f  M e x ico .  M iss  N u t t a l l  a l s o  fo u n d  

an d  ex am in ed  o t h e r  docum en ts  c o n c e r n in g  D rake i n  t h e  

S t a t e  A r c h iv e s  o f  S p a in  an d  t h e  A rc h iv o  G e n e r a l  de I n d i a s .  

H er c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  d o cu m en ts  i n  New L ig h t  on D r a k e , 

i n c l u d e s  many sw orn  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  S p a n i a r d s ,  E n g l ish m e n ,  

F le m in g s ,  a n d  P o r t u g u e s e ,  c i t e d  b e f o r e  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r ­

i t i e s  o r  t h e  H oly  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  I n q u i s i t i o n  i n  A m e ric a .

Among t h e  d o c u m e n ts ,  t h e  j o i n t  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  

C a p ta in  J o h n  Oxenham, Thomas X e r v a l ,  Jo h n  B u t l e r ,  and  

H enry  B u t l e r ,  p r i s o n e r s  i n  L im a, i n  1579, r e v e a l  n o t  o n ly  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  a t  t h e  t im e ,  i n  E n g la n d ,  o f  a  d e e p ly  r o o t e d  

an d  g ro w in g  movement to w a rd s  c o l o n i a l  e x p a n s io n ,  b u t  a l s o  

e v id e n c e  t h a t  F r a n c i s  D ra k e ,  one o f  t h e  m ost a r d e n t  a d ­

v o c a t e s  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y ,  and  w ou ld  n o t ,  

h av e  s e t  o u t  on a  v o y a g e ,  t h e  avowed p u rp o s e  o f  w h ich  was 

a s e a r c h  f o r  u n o c c u p ie d , ,  "good  l a n d s , "  w i t h o u t  t h e  s a n c t i o n

^S h o rt  H i s to r y , p . 109.
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and a i d  o f  h i s  Queen. 2

He had  c o n f i d e d  i n  Jo h n  Oxenham t h a t  i f  t h e  

Queen w ould  g iv e  him  l e a v e  he w o u ld  s a i l  t h e  S t r a i t  o f  

M a g e l la n ,  f u r ro w  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  w i t h  a n  Eng­

l i s h  k e e l ,  and  p l a y  havoc  w i th  t h e  S p a n i s h  t r e a s u r e  

s h i p s ,  w h ic h ,  b u i l t  i n  Panama, b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  I s th m u s  

t h e  g o ld e n  h a r v e s t  o f  P e r u .  F u r t h e r ,  t h a t  he  w ould  

" fo u n d  s e t t l e m e n t s  o v e r  h e r e  i n  some good  country."3

The s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  who w r i t e  

t h a t  D ra k e ’ s  s o l e  p u rp o s e  i n  s a i l i n g  w e s t  was t o  p l u n d e r  

S p a n i s h  s h i p s ,  w ere  p r o b a b ly  m i s t a k e n .  H is  f l e e t ,  a c c o r d ­

in g  t o  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  made by  J o h n  W in t e r s  i n  1579 , was 

"bounde  f o r  t h e  p a r t e  o f  A m erica  f o r  d i s c o v e r y  and  o t h e r  

c a u s e s  o f  t r a d e  o f  m e rc h a n d iz e s  a n d  r e q u i s i t e . " ^  D r a k e ’ s 

own s t a t e m e n t  was " t h a t  he came i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  h i s  Queen, 

h i s  S o v e r e ig n  Lady, whose o r d e r s  he  o b e y ed  an d  t h a t  he  

had  come more f o r  a n o t h e r  o b j e c t  [ f o r  s o m e th in g  m ore} 

t h a n  t h e  s e i z i n g  o f  s h i p s . "5 The p r im e  o b j e c t  o f  D r a k e ’ s 

voyage  f ro m  t h e  s t a r t  was " d i s c o v e r y "  a n d  a d d ed  t o  t h i s  

w ere  t h e  a im s o f  " a n n o y in g  t h e  K ing  o f  S p a in "  t o  w h a te v e r  

e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  end  o f  t h e  

N o r th w e s t  P a s s a g e ,  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  o f

2
Z e l i a  N u t t a l l ,  t r .  and  e d .  New L ig h t  on D rake 

A C o l l e c t i o n  o f  Documents R e l a t i v e  t o  H is  Voyage o f  C ircum ­
n a v i g a t i o n  1 5 7 7 - 1 5 8 0  (London: H a k lu y t  S o c i e t y .  1 9 1 4 ) .  p p . A - 5 .

3I b i d . ,  p. 10. 4 - ib id . ,  P- 386. S j b i d . ,  p. 31S-9 .
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A m erica  w i t h  t h e  v iew  o f  t a k i n g  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n s  

beyon d  th e  l i m i t s  o f  S p a n is h  o c c u p a t i o n ,  a n d  a  c i r c u m ­

n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o b e ,  i f  p o s s i b l e .  D r a k e ’ s  mind was 

f i l l e d  w i th  p r o j e c t s  f o r  t h e  a g g ra n d iz e m e n t  o f  E n g la n d  

th r o u g h  o v e r s e a  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  

t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t r a d e ,  and  t h e  g l o r y  t o  be  a t t a i n e d  f o r  

E n g l i s h  se a m a n sh ip  by t h e  a c c o m p l ish m e n t  o f  t h e  f e a t  o f  

c i r c u m n a v ig a t  i o n . ^

T h a t  t h e  p rim e o b j e c t  o f  t h e  v o y a g e  f ro m  t h e  

s t a r t  was " d i s c o v e r y "  was c o r r o b o r a t e d  by  Lope de Vega 

i n  h i s  poem a b o u t  D rake , " D r a g o n te a ,"  i n  w h ic h  he  r e n ­

d e r s  homage t o  t h e  g r e a t  seam an ’ s  " h e r o i c  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  

t h a t  w o r ld - fa m o u s  v o y a g e ,  on w h ic h  he was t h e  s e c o n d  t o  

p a s s  t h e  s t r a i t , "  and  t h e n  s a y s ,  "W ell  d i d  t h y  Queen 

know t h y  g r e a t  v a l o u r ,  w h ich  m ig h t  c a u s e  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  

t h e  s e a  t o  t r e m b l e ,  when she  g av e  t h e e  t h e  t h r e e  v e s s e l s ,  

t h e  o n ly  o n e s  e v e r  t o  s i g h t ,  i n  a  s i n g l e  v o y a g e ,  b o th  p o l e s .

M ira  d e s p u e s  a q u e l  h e ro y c o  hecho  
De t u  v ia g e  c e l e b r e  en e l  mundo 
Quando p a s s a s t e  a q u e l  fam oso  e s t r e c h o  
S ie n d o  de M a g e l la n e s  e l  s e q u n d o .
B ien  c o n o c io  l a  Regna t u  g r a n  p echo  
Que pudo h a z e r  t e m b la r  l a  m ar p ro fu n d o  
Quando t e  d i o  l o s  t r e s  n a v i o s  s o l o s  «
Que v i e r o n  de  un v ia g e  l o s  do p o l o s .

£
N u t t a l l ,  p .  x x x iv .

^Lope F e l i x  de Vega C a r p io ,  " D ra g o n te a "  i n  
C o l l e c c i o n  de l a s  O bras S u e l t a s ,  A s s i  en  P r o s a ,  Como 
en  V erso  (M a d rid .  1 7 7 6 ) .  fromo I I I ,  p p .  1 8 3 -3 7 3 .
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On 13 December 1577 > D rake s a i l e d  w i t h  a  f l e e t  

o f  t h r e e  arm ed s h i p s ,  two a u x i l i a r y  v e s s e l s ,  and  160  men 

a n d  b o y s ,  f ro m  P lym outh  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  g o in g  t o  

t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean th r o u g h  t h e  S t r a i t s  o f  M a g e l l a n .  One 

o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s h a r e h o l d e r s  i n  t h i s  voyage  was S i r  

C h r i s t o p h e r  H a t to n ,  C a p ta in  o f  t h e  Q u een’ s  B o d y g u a rd .

He, l i k e  t h e  Q ueen, had  i n v e s t e d  one th o u s a n d  crowns.9

H u t to n  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h e  m odel f o r  t h e  c h a r a c ­

t e r  o f  M a l v o l i o ,  a s  w e l l  a s  S p eed  i n  The Two G en tlem en  

o f  V e ro n a . ^  T h e re  i s  a l s o  a  s t r o n g  re s e m b la n c e  b e tw ee n  

h im  and Oswald i n  K ing  L e a r . ^

On 10  A ugust 157&, on Cape V i r g i n  Mary n e a r  t h e  

e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  S t r a i t ,  " i n  rem em brance  o f  h i s  h on ­

o r a b l e  f r i e n d  and  f a u o r e r ,  S i r  C h r i s t o p h e r  H a t to n ,  he 

£ D rake] ch an g e d  t h e  name o f  t h e  s h i p p e , w h x  h h i m s e l f  

w e n t  i n ,  f rom  t h e  P e l l i c a n  t o  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  G olden  

H in d e , " ^  - th a t  b e in g  H a t t o n ’s  c r e s t . ^3

D ra k e ’ s  f l e e t  s a i l e d  down t h e  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a  

t o  t h e  Cape V erde  I s l a n d s ,  t h e n  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c .

When t h e y  w ere  .near  t h e  P l a t e  R i v e r ,  D rake r e a l i z e d

% r o u d e ,  p .  1 1 2 . N u t t a l l ,  p .  x l i i .

■^See C l a r k ,  p p . 2 2 0 -3 ;  P e r c y  A l l e n ,  S h a k e s p e a re  
a n d  Chapman a s  T o p ic a l  D r a m a t i s t s  (L ondon: C. P a lm e r ,  
1 9 2 9 ) ,  c h .  2 ; and  O gburn, p p .  2 6 7 - 6 8 .

1 :L0g b u r n ,  p .  1 1 5 9 .
12 S i r  F r a n c i s  D ra k e ,  The W orld  Encom passed  

(London: N ic h o la s  B ourne , I 62S ) ,  M arch o f  A m erica  F a c -  
s i m i l e  S e r i e s  n o .  1 1 . ,  p .  3 4 .

• ^ B e n so n ,  p .  14 0 .
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S I R  C H R I S  T O  I’ H E R  H A T T O N
From the Portrait by Ketal, in the collection 
of the R t■ Hon. Viscount Dillon

T?ig. I4.8 . Trom H a k l u y t ’ s P r i n c i p a l  
N a v i g a t i o n s .



T h e  P ki. i c a n , u e c h k i s t e n e d  T h e  G o l d e n  H i n d

'F ig* 49• From B e n so n ’ s S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake

5
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t h a t  t h e  s l o o p  w i t h  Thomas D oughty  i n  c h a rg e  was m i s s i n g .  

The M a r ig o ld  was s e n t  i n  p u r s u i t  and  b r o u g h t  t h e  s l o o p  

b a c k .  I t  was s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  D oug h ty , even  th o u g h  a  c l o s e  

f r i e n d  o f  D ra k e ’ s ,  h a d  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away t o  g iv e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  D ra k e ’ s  p l a n s  t o  t h e  S p a n is h  commanders 

w a i t i n g  i n  t h e i r  s h i p s  f o r  D rake i n  t h e  C a r ib b e a n  S e a .

On 20 Ju n e  t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  P o r t  S t .  J u l i a n ,  on t h e  c o a s t  

o f  P a t a g o n i a ,  w here  t h e y  fo u n d  a  g ruesom e s p e c t a c l e .  I n  

t h i s  c o m p le t e ly  d e s e r t e d  s p o t  a  s k e l e t o n  was h a n g in g  on 

a  g a l l o w s ,  t h e  b o n e s  p i c k e d  c l e a n  by  v u l t u r e s .  I t  was 

one o f  M a g e l l a n ’ s  c re w  who h a d  b e e n  e x e c u te d  t h e r e  f o r  

m u tin y  a lm o s t  s i x t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e . 1 ^ ( I f  you  p ro v e  a 

m u t i n e e r ,  t h e  n e x t  t r e e , ” s a y s  S te p h a n o  t o  C a l i b a n ^ ) .

The same f a t e  was t o  b e f a l l  D o u g h ty .

He was p u t  on t r i a l  i n  f r o n t  o f  a c o u r t  

fo rm ed  o u t  o f  t h e  c re w , was f o u n d  g u i l t y ,  an d  s e n t e n c e d  

t o  d i e .  W ith o u t  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  d i s c i p l i n e  i t  was im p os­

s i b l e  f o r  any  e n t e r p r i s e  t o  s u c c e e d .

I n  t h i s  P o r t  o u r  G e n e r a l i  b e g a n  t o  e n q u i r e  d i l i ­
g e n t l y  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  M. Thomas D o u g h t i e ,  and  
fo u n d  them  n o t  t o  be su c h  a s  he lo o k e d  f o r ,  b u t  
t e n d i n g  r a t h e r  t o  c o n t e n t i o n  o r  m u t i n i e ,  o r  some 
o t h e r  d i s o r d e r ,  w h e reb y  ( w i t h o u t  r e d r e s s e )  t h e  
s u c c e s s e  o f  t h e  voyag e  m ig h t  g r e a t l y  h a v e  b ene  
h a z a r d e d . 1 ®

I n  K ing H enry  t h e  F i f t h , F l u e l l e n  s a y s :

■^Froude, p . 115.

15TMP 3- 2 . 36 1^ H a k lu y t , 7 :5 5 .
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C e r t a i n l y ,  a u n c i e n t ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  t h i n g  t o  r e j o i c e  
a t :  f o r  i f ,  lo o k  y o u , he  w ere  my b r o t h e r ,  I  w ou ld  
d e s i r e  t h e  duke t o  u se  h i s  g o o t  p l e a s u r e ,  and  p u t  
him  t o  e x e c u t i o n ;  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e  o u g h t  t o  be u s e d .

D ra k e ,  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s a c r a m e n t  w i t h  D ough ty , a t  

t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ,  M. F l e t c h e r ,  an d  d i n i n g  

w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r  b y  way o f  f a r e w e l l ,  em braced  t h e

doomed man w i t h  p r a y e r s  on h i s  l i p s  and  e x e c u te d  t h e
1 $s e n t e n c e  w i t h  h i s  own h a n d .  D r a k e ’ s  d e c i s i o n  t o  

" p l a y  ju d g e  and  e x e c u t i o n e r  a l l  h i m s e l f " - ^  Wa s  b a s e d  

on h i s  d e s i r e  t o  b e a r  t h e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  h i m s e l f .

A f t e r  t h i s  s o b e r i n g  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  f l e e t  c o n ­

t i n u e d  on i t s  w ay , ' p a s s i n g  th r o u g h  t h e  S t r a i t s  and  

m e e t in g  g a l e s  o f f  Cape Horn w here  t h e  M a r ig o ld  w ent 

down and  t h e  c rew  o f  t h e  E l i z a b e t h  d e c i d e d  t o  t u r n  

a ro u n d  and  r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d .  D rake w en t  on t o  V a l ­

p a r a i s o  w here  he l o o t e d  a S p a n is h  s h i p  o f  f o u r  h u n d re d  

pounds o f  g o l d  b e s i d e s  o t h e r  c o m m o d i t ie s .  At T a ra p a c e  

he  s t o l e  a  p i l e  o f  s i l v e r  b a r s  v a lu e d  a t  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  

d u c a t s .  A t A r i c a  he  p i c k e d  up more s i l v e r  a n d ,  a f t e r  

c a p t u r i n g  t h e  S p a n i s h  C a c a fu e g o . a c q u i r e d  a n o t h e r  m ass 

o f  t r e a s u r e . D rake p u t  i n  a t  C anoas Bay i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

t o  r e p a i r  t h e  G o lden  H inde  and  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  up t h e  

c o a s t  t o  O regon , t h e n  b a ck  t o  San F r a n c i s c o  w here  he  l a n ­

ded  i n  a r e g i o n  h e  named New A lb io n  a n d  " t o o k  p o s s e s s i o n  

i n  t h e  b e h a l f e  o f  H er M a i e s t i e "  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n

173 .  6. 59-62 ^Hakluyt, S :5 5 . 19CYM 4 . 2 . 12S
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d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e  P a p a l  B u l l . 20

He now w en t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  M o lu ccas  f o r  a 

m o n th ’ s  r e s t ,  t h e n  o u t  t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  J a v a  an d  from  

t h e r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n d i a n  O cean . Sw eep ing  a ro u n d  t h e  

Cape o f  Good Hope, he to u c h e d  a t  S i e r r a  L eo n e , and  f i n ­

a l l y  s a i l e d  t r i u m p h a n t l y  i n t o  P lym o u th  H a rb o u r  on 26 

S e p te m b e r  1 5 ^ 0 ,  b e a r i n g  a  m o n a rc h ’ s  ranso m  i n  h i s  h o l d .  

D rake  was t h e  f i r s t  E n g lish m an  t o  c i r c u m n a v ig a t e  t h e  

w o r l d .

D r a k e ’ s  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  may have

s u g g e s t e d  t o  S h a k e s p e a re  P u c k ’ s  w ords i n  A Midsummer

N i g h t ’ s  Dream :

I ’ l l  p u t  a  g i r d l e  ro u n d  a b o u t  t h e  e a r t h  
I n  f o r t y  m i n u t e s . 1

A f t e r  D r a k e ’ s  voyage  t h e  p h r a s e  " p u t  a  g i r d l e  a ro u n d  t h e  

w o r ld "  seem s t o  h av e  become a  p r o v e r b i a l  mode o f  e x p r e s ­

s i n g  a  voyage  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r ld .  I n  Jam es S h i r l e y ’ s  Hum­

o ro u s  C o u r t i e r  (1640) we f i n d  "Thou h a s  b e e n  a  t r a v e l l e r ,  

an d  c o n v e r s ’ d w i t h  t h e  A n t i p o d e s ,  a lm o s t  p u t  a g i r d l e  

a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d ." 22

I n  G e o f f r e y  W h i tn e y ’ s A C h o ice  o f  Emblemes and 

O th e r  D e v i s e s  (15& 6), t h e r e  i s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  emblem 

g iv e n  t o  " R ic h a r d  D rak e , E s q u i e r , i n  p r a i s e  o f  S i r  

F r a n c i s  D rake K n i g h t ,"  a n  emblem r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  g lo b e

20N u t t a l l ,  p .  x x x v i i .  212 .  1 .  1 7 5 -6
22 The D ra m a tic  Works a n d  Poems o f  Jam es S h i r l e y  

v o l .  4 "The Humorous C o u r t i e r , "  (London: J .  M u rra y ,  I 8 3 3 ) ,  
p .  2 0 3 .
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nA uxilio d iu in o s ^
To R i c h a r d  d r a k e  T fqu \ttt in praije o f  

Sir F r a n c i s  D r a k e  Knight.

m

T h  r  o  v  g  h  e  fcorchinge hcate, throughe coulde, in  ftorm es,  -and 
tempcfts force,

By ragged rocks, by flielfei,& fandes: this Knighte did keeps his tourfo. 
By gapingegulfeshee pall'd, by monfters o f  the fldod ,'
By pirattes, theeues, and cruell foes, that long’d to fpill his blood.
T h a t wonder greate to fcape: but,- G o  d was on, his fide,
A nd throughe them all, in-fpitc ofall, his (haken (hippe did guide. 
A n d , to  requite his paines: By h elpeef power dtuine.
H is happe, at lengthe did aunlwerc h o p e , to finde the goulden m ine. 
Let G r a c i a  then fbrbeare, to praife her I a  s o  n  bouWe} •
W h o  throaghe-the watchfull dragons pafl?d,to win the Heece ofgoiilde. 
Since by M  e d e a  s  helpe, they weare inchaunted all,
A nd I a  s o  n  without perrilles, palPde: th e  conquefte therfore fm alh  
B u t, hec , o fw hom e I w rite , this noble minded D r a k e ,
D id  bringe away his goulden fleece, when thoufand eies did wake. 
■W herefore,ycewoorthiewightes, that foeke for forreinelandest ■
Y f that you can, come alwaifo hom e, by G a  n  g  e  s  goulden fandes. 
And.you, that liue at h o m e , and can not brooke the flood, ‘ •
Geue praife to them ,that ’ pafle the waues, to doe their countrie good. 
Before which forte, as chiefer in  tem pefie,andincalm e,
§it Francis D rake,  by due deforte,may weare the goulden palmc.

Fig. 50.
A page  from  G e f f r e y  W h i tn e y ’s  A C h o ice  c-f Emblemes 

an d  O th e r  D e v is e s  (15& 6).
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w h e re o n  a g i r d l e  w h ic h  g o e s  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r ld  i s  a t t a c h e d  

t o  t h e  prow o f  a s h i p ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  end i s  h e l d  up b y  

t h e  h and  o f  God, e m e rg in g  fro m  t h e  c l o u d s . 2^

T h e re  w ere  many c la im s  t o  t h e  t r e a s u r e  D rake

b r o u g h t  b a c k .  I t  was l o c k e d  up i n  t h e  Tower o f  London

a f t e r  g e n e ro u s  d e d u c t i o n s  w ere  made t o  co m p en sa te  D rake 

an d  Haw kins f o r  t h e i r  l o s s e s  a t  San J u a n  de U l l u a .  B e r ­

n a r d i n o  de M dndoza, t h e  S p a n is h  a m b a ss a d o r ,  s a i d  t h e  

t r e a s u r e  s h o u ld  be  g iv e n  t o  t h e  K ing o f  S p a in ;  W a ls in g -  

ham w a n te d  t o  g iv e  i t  t o  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  O range ; L e i c e s ­

t e r  t h o u g h t  i t  s h o u ld  be  d i v i d e d  among t h e  C o u n c i l  who

had  h e lp e d  f i t  D rake o u t . B u t , l i k e  F a l s t a f f , t h e  Queen 

h a t e d  p a y in g  b a c k .  The t r e a s u r e  re m a in e d  i n  t h e  T o w e r .2^ 

D rake h a d  to u c h e d  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a  w h e re ­

i n  l i e s  " B a r b a r i e ” and  " T r i p o l i ” ; a f t e r  p a s s i n g  th r o u g h  

t h e  S t r a i t  o f  M a g e l la n  and  com ing n o r t h ,  he  to u c h e d  a t  

t h e  w e s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  M ex ico ; t h e n  he  came by  way o f  t h e  

I n d i a n  Ocean a ro u n d  t h e  Cape o f  Good Hope; and  l a t e r ,  

i n  15S9 , he  l e d  t h e  a t t a c k  on L i s b o n .  D r a k e ' s  t r a v e l s  

a r e  e c h o e d  i n  B assan iofe  w ord s  when he  s a y s :

• From T r i p o l i s ,  f rom  M exico and  E n g la n d ,
From L is b o n ,  B a r b a r y ,  and  I n d i a 2 -*

D r a k e ' s  voyage  to o k  two y e a r s  and  t e n  m o n th s ,  

d u r i n g  w h ic h  t im e  many a m e rc h a n t  a d v e n t u r e r  i n  E n g la n d

23
G e o f f r e y  W h itn e y ,  A C hoice  o f  Emblemes a n d  O th e r  

D e v i s e s  (L eyden : C h r i s t o p h e r  P l a n ty n ,  1586; E n g l i s h  Emblem 
Books No. 3 ,  S c o l a r  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  203 .

2ZfFroude, pp. 102-39. 25MV 1 . 3 . 17-25
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who h a d  i n v e s t e d  i n  t h i s  voyage  m ig h t  have  b e e n  s a y i n g  

w ha t S a l a r i n o  s a i d  i n  The M erch an t o f  V e n ic e :

I  th o u g h t
What harm  a w ind  to o  g r e a t  m ig h t  do a t  s e a .
I  s h o u ld  n o t  s e e  t h e  s a n d y  h o y r - g l a s s  r u n ,
But I  s h o u ld  t h i n k  o f  s h a l lo w s  and  o f  f l a t s ;
And s e e  my w e a l t h y  Andrew d o c k t  i n  s a n d ,
V a i l i n g  h e r  h i g h - t o p  lo w e r  t h a n  h e r  r i b s ,
To k i s s  h e r  b u r i a l .  S h o u ld  I  go t o  c h u rc h ,
And s e e  t h e  h o l y  e d i f i c e  o f  s t o n e ,
And n o t  b e t h i n k  me s t r a i g h t  o f  d a n g e ro u s  r o c k s ,
W hich t o u c h i n g  b u t  my g e n t l e  v e s s e l ’ s  s i d e ,
Would s c a t t e r  a l l  h e r  s p i c e s  on t h e  s t r e a m ;
E nrobe  t h e  r o a r i n g  w a t e r s  w i t h  my s i l k s ;
And, i n  a  w o rd , b u t  ev en  now w o r th  t h i s ,
And now w o r th  n o th in g ?

A f t e r  t h e  s a f e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  G olden  H in d e , a n y  one o f

i t s  c rew  m ig h t  h av e  s a i d :

I  sp a k e  o f  m ost d i s a s t r o u s  c h a n c e s ,  
Of m oving a c c i d e n t s  by  f l o o d  and  f i e l d ;
Of h a i r - b r e a d t h  s c a p e s  i 1 t h ’ im m inent d e a d ly  b r e a c h ;
Of b e in g  t a k e n  by  t h e  i n s o l e n t  f o e , 27

D u r in g  t h e s e  y e a r s  t h e  a v e r a g e  E n g lish m an  was 

s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  s lo w  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  c o l o n i ­

z a t i o n .  What d i d  e x c i t e  t h e  "man i n  t h e  s t r e e t , "  h o w e v e r ,  

w ere  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  H aw k ins ' an d  D r a k e 's  p i r a t e e r i n g  o f  

S p a n is h  s h i p s .  C a p tu re d  t r e a s u r e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  g e o g ra p h ­

i c a l  d i s c o v e r y ,  was t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  h im . S h a k e s p e a re  

was q u i c k  t o  mock t h i s  a t t i t u d e ;  c o l o n i z a t i o n  f o r  m ost  

p e o p le  was t h e  U to p ia n  dream  o f  t h e  r o m a n t ic  i d e a l i s t .

One t h i n g  t h a t  Drake a c c o m p l is h e d  w as t o  p u t  an  

end t o  S p a i n J.s t h e o r y  t h a t  any  f o r e i g n  s h i p  e n t e r i n g  t h e  

w e s t e r n  h e m is p h e re  was c o m m it t in g  an  a c t  o f  w ar, a  s t a t e ­

ment w h ic h  t h e y  p e r s i s t e d  i n  r e p e a t i n g .  D rake  urged t h e

261 . 1 . 23-35 27OTH 1 . 3* 134-7
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g o v e rn m e n t  t o  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  an d  

E n g l i s h  l a w y e r s  w ere  f i n a l l y  in d u c e d  t o  e n u n c i a t e  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  o c c u p a t i o n  was a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p o s s e s s i o n ,  

t h a t  t h e  law  o f  n a t i o n s  o f f e r e d  no h i n d r a n c e  t o  " f o r e i g n  

p r i n c e s  fro m  f r e e l y  n a v i g a t i n g  t h o s e  s e a s "  and  e v e n  v i s ­

i t i n g  a n d  o c c u p y in g ,  i f  t h e y  so  w is h e d  i t ,  " t h o s e  p a r t s  

w here  t h e  S p a n i a r d s  d id  n o t  i n h a b i t . " * 0 We a r e  r e m in d e d  

o f  R a p h a e l ’ s  w ords i n  M o re ’s  U t o p i a :

I n d e e d  t h e y  a c c o u n t  i t  a  v e r y  j u s t  c a u s e  o f  w ar  
i f  a  p e o p le  p o s s e s s  l a n d  t h a t  t h e y  l e a v e  i d l e  and  
u n c u l t i v a t e d  an d  r e f u s e  th e  u se  and  o c c u p a n a y  o f  
i t  t o  o t h e r s  who a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  law  o f  n a t u r e  
o u g h t  t o  be s u p p o r t e d  from  i t .  “

Thus i n  15$0 t h e  maxim " p r e s c r i p t i o n  w i t h o u t  

p o s s e s s i o n  a v a i l e t h  n o t h in g "  was e v o lv e d .  The p a p a l  d i ­

v i s i o n  o f  t h e  New W o rld ’s  s u r f a c e  h a d  b e e n  c h a l l e n g e d  

and  t h e  c h i e f  o b s t a c l e  t o  E n g la n d ’ s  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  Am­

e r i c a  was a t  l a s t  rem oved . S l o w l y ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n a b l e  

l i m i t  o f  S p a n is h  d o m in io n  was a p p ro a c h e d  fro m  t h e  n o r t h ­

e r n  A r c t i c  r e g i o n s  and  t h e n  c r o s s e d  t o  t h e  t e m p e r a t e  

z o n e .3 0

D ra k e ’ s  u n p r e c e d e n te d  v o y a g e ,  d u r i n g  w h ic h ,  

w i t h  one s m a l l  s h i p ,  he n o t  o n ly  e n c i r c l e d  t h e  w o r ld  b u t  

s a i l e d  a lo n g  Most o f  th e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  o f  A m e ric a ,  d i s c o v ­

e r i n g  unknown t e r r i t o r i e s  l y i n g  f a r t h e r  s o u t h  a s  w e l l  a s  

f a r t h e r  n o r t h  o f  S p a n is h  and  P o r tu g u e s e  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  was

2SL ee , E s s a y s , p p .  3 0 7 -S .  29M ore, p .  3 8 .

3°Lee, E ssa y s , p .  152.
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t h e  se c o n d  c i r c u m n a v i g a t io n  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  

c o n d u c te d  th r o u g h o u t  u n d e r  t h e  same command.

Some E n g lish m en  c o n s i d e r e d  D rake  a  p i r a t e ,  o t h e r s  

condoned  h i s  r a i d i n g  o f  S p a n i s h  s h i p p i n g ,  b u t  t o  D rake 

p i r a c y  and  t h e  m ost f e r v e n t  p i e t y  w ere  n o t  o n l y  c o m p a t­

i b l e  b u t  i d e n t i c a l ,  f o r  t h e  p i r a t e  who l o o t e d  t h e  K ing 

o f  S p a i n ’ s  t r e a s u r e  s h i p s  was a  c r u s a d e r  u n d e r  t h e  d i r ­

e c t  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  M ost H igh : D rake was d o in g  H is  

W i l l .  The m a in s p r in g  f ro m  w h ic h  s p r u n g  D r a k e ’ s  d a r i n g  

and  d e s p e r a t e  u n d e r t a k i n g s  was h i s  i n t e n s e  f a i t h  i n  God. 

Through  h i s  l i f e  he  was h e a r d  t o  d e c l a r e  h i m s e l f  t h e  i n ­

s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  D iv in e  W i l l .  He c a r r i e d  t h i s  s t r o n g  c o n ­

v i c t i o n  from  some i n n e r  n e c e s s i t y ,  n o t  f ro m  a n y  e x t e r n a l  

p r e s s u r e s  f ro m  p r e c e p t  o r  B i b l e . ^

A f t e r  D ra k e ’s  r e t u r n ,  E l i z a b e t h  d e l i b e r a t e d  a  

w h i l e ,  b u t  t h e n  k n i g h t e d  him  on  4 A p r i l  15^1 and  he b e ­

came a n a t i o n a l  h e r o .  T h e re  i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  a b o u t  t h e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  D rake b r o u g h t  b a c k  a b o u t  

A m erica  t o  t h e  now w o r ld -m in d e d  E n g l i s h m e n .  M a g e l la n  

had  su p p o se d  t h a t  b e lo w  t h e  S t r a i t  named a f t e r  him 

s t r e t c h e d  a v a s t  c o n t i n e n t ,  T e r r a  A u s t r a l i s , t h a t  e x ­

t e n d e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n t o  p o l a r  ic e ,  w i t h  t h e  S t r a i t  t h e  

o n ly  s o u t h e r n  p a s s a g e  f ro m  A t l a n t i c  t o  P a c i f i c .  D r a k e ’ s  

d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  T e r r a  A u s t r a l i s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  

was o c e a n ,  n o t  c o n t i n e n t ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  Cape H orn , and

31Benson, pp. 1 3 -4 .
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t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  A n t a r c t i c a ,  was one o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g e o ­

g r a p h i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  a l l  t i m e . ^  The body  o f  w a t e r  

Drake d i s c o v e r e d  i s  known to d a y  a s  t h e  D rake P a s s a g e .

In 1585 Drake made another voyage to  the West 

I n d ie s .  On h is  return he stopped b r i e f l y  in  F lorida  near 

the Spanish se tt lem en ts  o f  S t .  Augustine and S t .  H elena.33 

One o f  the s e t t l e r s  whom he brought back to  England, Nich­

o la s  Burgoignon, r e la te d  the fo l lo w in g  to  Richard Hakluyt:

In th ese  mountains there  i s  great s to r e  o f  C hris-  
t a l ,  go ld e , and Rubies and Diamonds; . . .  He s a i th  
a ls o ,  th a t  to  make passage unto th ese  mountaines, i t  
i s  n e e d e fu l l  to  have s to r e  o f  Hatchets to  g iv e  unto 
the Ind ians, and s to r e  o f  Pickaxes to  breake the  
mountains, which sh ine so b r igh t in  the day in  some 
p la c e s ,  th a t  th ey  cannot behold them, and th erefore  
they t r a v e l l  unto them at n ig h t .34

In The Comedy o f  E rrors . N e l l ' s  f a c i a l  protuberance embel­

l i s h e d  w ith  r u b ie s ,  c a r b u n c l e s , 35 and sapphires r e f l e c t s  

in  imagery the sh in in g  mountains o f  America covered with  

rub ies  and diamonds.

DROMIO OF SYRACUSE 
0, s i r ,  upon her nose , a l l  o 'e r  em b ellish 'd  with  
r u b ies ,  carbu ncles , sapph ires , d e c l in in g  t h e ir  r ich  
aspect to  the hot breath  o f  Spain; who sen t whole 
armadoes o f  caracks to  be b a l la s t  a t  her n o s e .3°

The j e w e l s  on N e l l ' s  n o se  a r e  an  ech o  o f  N ic h o la s  B u r­

g o ig n o n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Grand C o p a l a n d  h e r  s p h e r i c a l  

fo rm  s u g g e s t s  t o  Dromio t h e  r o u n d n e s s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  w h ich  

M a g e l la n ,  D rake a n d ,  l a t e r ,  C a v e n d ish  p ro v e d  by  t h e i r

^ B en son , p. 142. 33Bensorij p. 203. 

34nakluyt, 1 0 :1 3 4 * ^ A  red precious s to n e .  

363 * 2 . 131-4
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f e

A

* > N  ,i
®mmar ^  v'*v-$« A ̂ >... '\;-.«

«NiifM< »•<• r*»* " ;w

De U r y : 
I iiie r iia e  siue \ 

Dart- I I ,

■; ■*. ; ‘ \ \  •at,y> V'  ^  I

■ -■'  ̂ ''. v ,  S i  .^, '■> v  -,■" JCTVM.R^S c  c  F l i ' - ' ■'•..- tl

:...:. z:-.i.::k-:jcr..V«v«w v , ' ^  s' -."a 
>:S S ^ rA g  ' J S '■.•V&Siuik&X Sr'-'S :CuC.' iC-.- >•'. »>••■ ; v...s. ;.',>* î;',s:...'V'.'»-'
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c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o b e .

No l o n g e r  f ro m  h e a d  t o  f o o t  t h a n  f ro m  h i p  t o  h i p :  
sh e  i s  s p h e r i c a l ,  l i k e  a  g l o b e ;  I  c o u ld  f i n d  o u t  
c o u n t r i e s  i n  h e r . 37

S h a k e s p e a r e  u s e s  t h e  w ord  " g l o b e ” i n  t e n  o t h e r  p l a y s . 3 ^

To t h e  a v e r a g e  E l i z a b e t h a n ,  A m erica  m ust h av e  

seem ed a  l a n d  l i t e r a l l y  s h i n i n g  w i t h  g o l d .  He had  h e a r d  

t h e  l e g e n d s  o f  E l  Dorados*, o f  G rand C o p a l ,  and  t h e  Seven  

C i t i e s  o f  C i b o la ,  and  he  had  h e a r d  R a le g h ’ s f a b u l o u s  s u r ­

m is e s  t h a t  " t h e r e  a r e  i n  many p l a c e s  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  e s p e c i ­

a l l y  A m e ric a ,  many h i g h  an d  im p a s s a b l e  m o u n ta in s ,  w h ich  

a r e  v e r y  r i c h  and  f u l l  o f  g o l d . "39 E n g lish m e n  knew o f  

t h e  " i n f i n i t e  m ass o f  g o ld "  Drake h a d  c a p t u r e d  f ro m  th e  

S p a n i s h  t r e a s u r e  w h i l e  i t  was b e in g  t r a n s p o r t e d  f ro m  

Panama t o  Nombre de D i o s . ^  I t  was M a r ty r  who b e g a n  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  h i s  s t o r i e s  o f  g o ld e n  t r e e s ,  an d  h i s  p i c ­

t u r e s  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  f i s h i n g  w i t h  g o ld e n  h o o k s ,  an d  

t h e i r  h a v in g  t o o l s  a l l  o f  g o l d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g o ld e n  can non  

and  e v e n  g o ld e n  k i t c h e n  w a re .  A c c o rd in g  t o  h im  one had

3 7 ERR 3 . 2 .  1 1 1 -3

3 8 TMP 4 .  1 .  153 ; MND 4 .  1 .  97; R2 3 .  2 .  3 3 ;
2H4 2 .  4 .  2S5; 2H6 3 .  2 .  406; TRO 1 .  3 - 1 1 4 ; HAM 1 .  $ .  97;
LR 2 .  2 .  163 ; OTH 5 . 2 .  100 ; TIT 5 .  2 .  49

39 S i r  W a l t e r  R a le g h ,  The W orks o f  S i r  W a l te r  
R a l e g h . k t . (New Y ork: B u r t  F r a n k l i n ,  R e s e a r c h  and  S o u rc e  
W orks S e r i e s  n o .  7 3 , 1 3 2 9 ) ,  4 v o l s . ,  2 :3 3 6 .

^ T h o m a s  F u l l e r ,  The H oly S t a t e  a n d  t h e  P ro fa n e  
S t a t e  (New Y ork: C o lum bis  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1933; R e p r i n t ,  
AMS P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  2 v o l s . ,  2: 135 .
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b u t  t o  s c r a t c h  t h e  e a r t h  t o  f i n d  t h e  p r e c i o u s  m e t a l . ^

R o b e r t  Tomson, i n  1555» w r o te  o f  New S p a in  and  

s a i d ,  ’’a b o u t  M exico  t h e r e  a r e  d i v e r s  M ines o f  S i l v e r  . . . 

an d  t h e  M in es  o f  S .  M a r t in  . . . w here  i s  g r e a t  s t o r e  o f  

g o l d  and  s i l v e r . ’’^ 2 I n  1595 R a le g h  w r o te :

. . . t h o s e  I n d i a n s  o f  T r i n i d a d  h a v e  p l a t e s  o f  g o ld e  
f ro m  G uiana  . . . And upon t h e  r i v e r  o f  Amazones, 
T h e v e t  w r i t e t h  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  w eare  c r o i s s a n t s  o f  
g o l d e ,  f o r  o f  t h a t  fo rm e t h e  G u ia n ia n s  m ost common­
l y  make them  . . A 3

Gomara d e s c r i b e d  u t e n s i l s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  b a s e s t  o f  a l l  

d o m e s t ic  n e e d s  a s  b e in g  w ro u g h t  o f  m e t a l . ^  The E l i z a ­

b e t h a n s  a l s o  r e a d  t h a t

th e y  h av e  d i s c o v e r e d  c e r t a i n e  M ines o f  s i l v e r  and  
g o l d ,  a n d  lo o k e  e v e r y  day  f o r  M a s te r s  t o  come t o  open  
t h e  s a i d  M in e s ,  w h ich  when t h e y  be  opened  w i l l  i n r i c h  
t h i s  c o u n t r e y  v e r y  much.

S h a k e s p e a re  makes s e v e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  w e a l t h

t o  be  fo u n d  i n  t h e  New W o rld .  I n  K ing H enry  t h e  F o u r th

P a r t  I . M o r t im e r ,  d e f e n d in g  G lendow er a g a i n s t  H o t s p u r ’ s

c h a r g e s ,  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  he i s  ” a s  b o u n t i f u l  a s  m ines  i n

I n i d a . ’’^  And i n  K ing H enry  t h e  E i g h t h , w here  N o r fo lk

i s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  s p l e n d o r s  o f  t h e  m e e t in g  b e tw ee n  t h e

E n g l i s h  an d  t h e  F re n c h  k i n g s ,  he  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s ,

"Made B r i t a i n  I n d i a ;  e v e r y  man t h a t  s t o o d  /  Show 'd  l i k e
tt Zj.7

a  m in e .  Once a g a i n ,  we f i n d  a  r e f e r e n c e  i n  T w e l f th  

N i g h t , when S i r  Toby r e f e r s  t o  M a r ia  a s  ’’my m e ta l  o f  

I n d i a . " 48

^ M a r t y r ,  De o rb e  n o v o . 1 :3 5 2 .  42H a k lu y t ,  6 :263 . 

^ H a k l u y t ,  7 : 2 9 5 .  44 F i r s t  T h ree  E n g l i s h , p .  3 4 3 . 

^ H a k l u y t ,  8 : 1 6 .  463 . 1 . ^ 7  1 . 21
4 2 . 5 . 14



The h y p e r b o l i c  r e p o r t s  o f  A m erica  w h ich  s t a r t e d  

w i t h  C a b o t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  149& o f  f i s h  a s  b i g  a s  s e a l s ,  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  a p p e a r  i n  a l l  t h e  c h r o n i c l e s  o f  t h e  New W orld 

an d  S h a k e s p e a re  was q u i c k  t o  s l i p  i n  a j i b e  a t  t h e s e  co n ­

c e p t s  w h en ev e r  he  c o u l d .  B ut on a  more s e r i o u s  l e v e l ,  

t h e r e  seem s t o  be  e v id e n c e  t h a t  h e ,  l i k e  so  many o f  h i s  

c o u n try m e n ,  a d m ire d  D ra k e .

Of t h e  lo n g  l i n e  o f  a d v e n t u r e r s  who to o k  up  C o l­

u m b u s 's  work d u r i n g  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y —H aw kins, G i l ­

b e r t ,  C a v e n d is h ,  G r e n v i l l e ,  R a le g h ,  H udson, Jo h n  S m ith ,  

F r o b i s h e r — F r a n c i s  D rake  o u ts h o n e  t h e  r e s t .  H is  p r a i s e s  

w ere  su n g  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e s t e r n  c i v i l i z e d  w o r ld ;  e v e r y ­

w here  t h e r e  w ere  s t o r i e s  t h a t  g l o a t e d  o v e r  h i s  d e f i a n c e  

o f  S p a in  and  h i s  h a v in g  " p u t  a g i r d l e  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r l d . "  

W ith  a f f e c t i o n a t e  p r i d e ,  t h e  t a l e  was r e p e a t e d  t im e  a f t e r  

t im e  o f  how, i n  1573» he  h ad  c l im b e d  a  t r e e  i n  Panama a n d ,  

w i t h  h i s  e y e s  s h a d e d ,  c a u g h t  th e  f i r s t  g l im p se  o f  t h e  

b l u e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  S o u th  Sea  and  " b e s o u g h t  A lm ig h ty  God 

o f  h i s  g o o d n e ss  t o  g iv e  h im  l i f e  and  l e a v e  t o  s a i l  once 

i n  a n  E n g l i s h  s h i p  on t h a t  s e a . "^9

The " S o u th  S e a , "  a  g r e a t  body o f  w a t e r  l y i n g  

j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  I s th m u s  o f  Panama, w as d i s c o v e r e d  by 

B a lb o a  i n  1513• T h is  d i s c o v e r y  made p o s s i b l e  t h e  c i r c u m -

^ p h i l i p  N i c h o l s ,  " S i r  F r a n c i s  Drake R ev iv ed "  i n  
V oyages an d  T r a v e l s .  A n c ie n t  and  Modern (New Y ork: P . F .  
C o l l i e r  & Son, 1 9 lo )  The H a rv a rd  C l a s s i c s  v o l .  3 3 ,  p .  12 7 .
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n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  f i r s t  by  M a g e l la n  i n  1522 and  

l a t e r  by  Drake i n  1577-& 0. When M a g e l la n  s a i l e d  th r o u g h  

t h e  s t r a i t  w h ich  to d a y  b e a r s  h i s  name, he  came f ro m  a 

d i f f i c u l t  s t r u g g l e  on h a r s h  w a t e r s  o n to  a  p e a c e f u l  s a i l ­

i n g  on c a l m  s e a s .  T hese  ca lm  w a t e r s  he named t h e  " P a c ­

i f i c  O cean ."  B ut t h e  name S o u th  S e a s ,  l i k e  t h e  name 

"W est I n d i e s "  l i n g e r e d  o n .  On H a k l u y t ’s  map o f  1599 t h i s  

name was s t i l l  u s e d ,  an d  i t s  u se  c o n t in u e d  u n t i l  a b o u t  1711  

when t h e  f r a u d u l e n t  f i n a n c i a l  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  S o u th  Sea 

Company c a u s e d  t h e  name " S o u th  Sea" t o  f a l l  i n t o  d i s r e ­

p u t e ,  an d  t h e  name " P a c i f i c  Ocean" became p o p u l a r . 50 But 

when S h a k e s p e a re  w ro te  As You L ik e  I t . t h e  name "S o u th  

Sea" was s t i l l  p r e v a l e n t .  R o s a l in d  s a y s :

Good my c o m p le x io n !  d o s t  t h o u  t h i n k  th o u g h  I  am 
c a p a r i s o n ’ d l i k e  a  man , I  h av e  a  d o u b l e t  and  h o se  
i n  my d i s p o s i t i o n ?  One i n c h  o f  d e l a y  more i s  a  
S o u th - s e a  o f  d i s c o v e r y . 51

R o s a l in d  i s  r e p l y i n g  t o  C e l i a ,  who h a s  b e e n  t e a s i n g  h e r  

and  h a s  r e f u s e d  t o  t e l l  h e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  l o v e r  who h a s  

p l a c e d  v e r s e s  on t h e  t r e e s  i n  t h e  f o r e s t  o f  A rd en . Pem­

b e r t o n  w r i t e s :

The i n j e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o l o n i z i n g  te r m  i n t o  t h i s  p a s ­
t o r a l  s c e n e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  
w h ich  t h e  p o e t ’ s  mind was imbued w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t . '

Jo h n  S a r r a c o l l  w ro te  t h a t  i n  Ju n e  15$6 a  voyage s e t  o u t

50B r i s t o l ,  p .  3 0 - 1 . 513 . 2 . 197 -200

52H enry  P e m b er to n ,  J r . ,  S h a k s p e re  and  S i r  W a l te r  
R a le g h  (New Y ork: H a s k e l l  House P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  11 5 .
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commanded by  t h e  E a r l  o f  C um berland t o  t h e  S o u th  S e a ;  

b u t  w en t o n ly  t o  t h e  l a t i t u d e  o f  f o r t y - f o u r  d e g r e e s  t o  

t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  E q u i n o c t i a l . 53 T h is  e x p e d i t i o n  d id  n o t  

r e t u r n  home u n t i l  S e p te m b e r  1587 , more t h a n  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  

a  lo n g  t im e  f o r  a  ro u n d  t r i p  t o  and  fro m  t h e  N*ew W orld .. 

T h is  was tw i c e  a s  lo n g  a s  i t  h ad  t a k e n  R a le g h  t o  make h i s  

G uiana  v o y a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  lo n g  and  d i f f i c u l t  t r i p  up 

t h e  O r in o c o  R i v e r .  T h is  lo n g  d e l a y  m ust h av e  c a u s e d  

g r e a t  c o n c e rn  among t h e  E a r l ' s  f r i e n d s .  H ence , p e r h a p s ,  

t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  mind o f  " d e l a y "  w i t h  a 

" S o u t h - s e a  d i s c o v e r y . "

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  o f  D ra k e ,  e i t h e r  d i r ­

e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  s u p p l i e d  some o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e  u s e d  when he w ro te  C o r i o l a n u s .  T h is  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  

t h a t  D rake was t h e  m odel on w h ich  C o r io la n u s  was p r e c i s e l y  

m olded , b u t  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  many s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw ee n  t h e  

two s u g g e s t  t h a t  D r a k e ' s  image p r o b a b ly  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  h e r o .

I n  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  p l a y ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  b e ­

tw een  t h e  r i c h  and  t h e  p o o r  w ould  h ave  had  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

m ean ing  f o r  t h e  p l a y ' s  f i r s t  a u d i e n c e s ,  f o r  i n  E n g lan d  

a t  t h i s  t im e  r e b e l l i o u s  c i t i z e n s  w ere  d e c r y i n g  t h e i r  

s t a r v a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s  j u s t  a s  Roman c i t i z e n s  h a d  done two 

th o u s a n d  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  The g r i e v a n c e s  o f  t h e  p o o r  an d  t h e  

g r e e d i n e s s  o f  t h e  r i c h  w ere  b e in g  h o t l y  d e b a t e d  d u r i n g  a

53H akluy t, 8:132-53*
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s e r i e s  o f  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o f  N o r th am p to n , 

W arw ich ,an d  L e i c e s t e r  w here  th e  r i o t e r s  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  

h e d g e s  an d  d i t c h e s  made t o  e n c lo s e  common l a n d s . W i t h  

t h e  e n c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  t i l l a b l e  f i e l d s  w h ich  w ere c o n v e r t e d  

i n t o  g r a z i n g  g ro u n d s  f o r  s h e e p ,  many f o r m e r  f a rm  t e n a n t s  

w ere  l e f t  w i t h  a lm o s t  no l a n d  to  c u l t i v a t e . T hus t h e r e  

was an  e le m e n t  o f  p e a s a n t  f a m i l i e s  on t h e  v e rg e  o f  d e s ­

t i t u t i o n  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e n c l o s u r e s .  The w r a th  o f  

t h e  p e o p le  a g a i n s t  e n c l o s u r e  r e a c h e d  i t s  c l im a x  i n  1 5 4 9 . 

D u r in g  E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n ,  t h e  a n t i - e n c l o s u r e  m ovem ent, 

w h ic h  h a d  t e m p o r a r i l y  ca lm ed  down a f t e r  1 5 4 9 , w as r e -  . 

a c t i v a t e d .  A c c o rd in g  t o  Thomas B a s t a r d  i n  1598:

S heepe  have  e a t e  up o u r  medows and o u r  dow nes,
Our c o r n e ,  o u r  wood, w hole  v i l l a g e s  a n d  to w n e s ;
Y es, t h e y  have  e a t e  up many w e a l t h y  men,
B e s id e s  widowes and  o rp h an e  c h i l d r e n ;
B e s id e s  o u r  s t a t u t e s  a n d  ou r  I r o n  Law es,
Which t h e y  h ave  sw a llo w ed  down i n t o  t h e i r  m aw es:—  
T i l l  now I  t h o u g h t  t h e  p ro v e rb  d id  b u t  j e s t ,
W hich s a i d  a  b l a c k e  sh e e p e  was a b i t i n g  b e a s t . ? ?

T h e re  i s  a b u n d a n t  e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  l a n d e d  c l a s s e s  c a u s e d

a g r e a t  many e n c l o s u r e s  t o  be  c a r r i e d  on i n  t h e s e  y e a r s

w i t h  a s  l i t t l e  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  and i n t e r e s t s  o f

t h e  p e a s a n t r y  a s  had  b e e n  shown i n  t h e  w o r s t  y e a r s  i n

t h e  p a s t . - ^  Tawney w r i t e s :

The d e s c e n d a n t  o f  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e ,  b lo o d y -m in d e d  
b a ro n  who i s  m uzz led  by  Henry V II  becom es a  c o u r ­
t e o u s  g e n t le m a n  who r h a p s o d i s e s  i n  v e r s e  a t  t h e

54G. B. H a r r i s o n ,  nA Note on  C o r i o l a n u s ” Jo h n  
Q u in cy  Adams M em oria l S t u d i e s  (W a sh in g to n ,  19 48} , p .  2 3 9 .

^ C h r e s t o l e r o s  (1 5 9 8 ) ,  Bk. IV, q u o te d  i n  W i l l i a m  
Edward T a t e ,  The E n c lo s u r e  Movement (New Y ork: W a lk e r ,  
1 9 6 7 ) ,  P . .70.

•^T a te ,  p . 70.



C o u r t  o f  G lo r i a n a . -  B ut a l l  t h a t  t h e  p e a s a n t s  know 
i s  t h a t  h i s  l a n d - a g e n t s  a r e  h a r s h e r . 57

The p a r a l l e l  s i t u a t i o n s  i s  commented on  by  B r e n t  S t i r l i n g :

T h a t  C o r i o l a n u s . a  p l a y  i n  w h ic h  t h e  p l e b i a n s  r e ­
s o l v e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s c e n e  " r a t h e r  t o  d i e  t h a n  t o  fam ­
i s h "  and  i n  w h ich  t h e y  l a t e r  w eaken  R om e's  d e f e n s e s ,  
s h o u ld  have  a p p e a r e d  i n  su c h  a n  a tm o s p h e r e  o f  c o n ­
c e r n  c o u ld  be more t h a n  a c o i n c i d e n c e .  The a c u t e n e s s  
o f  t h e  e n c l o s u r e  p ro b le m , t h e  r e s u l t a n t  h u n g e r  an d  
d e p r i v a t i o n ,  and  t h e  e n s u in g  r i o t s ,  . . . a l l  t h e s e  
f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  an  a t t i t u d e  o f  r e c e p t i v i t y  
f o r  su c h  a  p l a y . 5°

T h a t  t h e  a u d ie n c e  was l i v i n g  i n  a  s i m i l a r  a tm o s ­

p h e re  i s  c o n f i rm e d  b y  a r o y a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t h a t  d e c l a r e d

o f  a l l  o t h e r  s e d i t i o n s  an d  r e b e l l i o n s  none  d o th  
b r i n g  su c h  i n f i n i t e  w a s te  a n d  d e s o l a t i o n  upon  a 
k ingedom  o r  s t a t e  a s  t h e s e  p o p u l a r  i n s u r r e c t i o n s ,  
w h ich  th o u g h  t h e y  do se ld o m  sh a k e  o r  e n d a n g e r  a 
c row n, y e t  t h e y  do b r i n g  a  h e a p  o f  c a l a m i t i e s  upon 
t h e  a u t h o r s  and  a c t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s .5 9

We a r e  rem in d ed  o f  M o r e 's  t h e o r y  t h a t  w e a l t h  i s

a  c o n s p i r a c y  o f  t h e  r i c h  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o o r .  I n  t h e  p l a y ,

t h e  F i r s t  C i t i z e n  s a y s :

. . . What a u t h o r i t y  s u r f e i t s  on w ou ld  r e l i e v e  u s :  
i f  t h e y  w ould  y i e l d  u s  b u t  t h e  s u p e r f l u i t y ,  w h i l e  i t  
w ere  w holesom e, we m ig h t  g u e s s  t h e y  r e l i e v e d  u s  h u ­
m ane ly ;  b u t  t h e y  t h i n k  we a r e  t o o  d e a r ;  t h e  l e a n n e s s  
t h a t  a f f l i c t s  u s ,  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  o u r  m i s e r y ,  i s  a s  an  
i n v e n t o r y  t o  p a r t i c u l a r i z e  t h e i r  a b u n d a n c e ; o u r  s u f ­
f e r a n c e  i s  a  g a i n  t o  th e m . . . . They n e ' e r  c a r e d  f o r  
u s  y e t : — s u f f e r  u s  t o  f a m is h ,  and  t h e i r  s t o r e h o u s e s  
cram m 'd w i t h  g r a i n ;  make e d i c t s  f o r  u s u r y ,  t o  s u p p o r t

- ^ R ic h a r d  H enry  Tawney, The A g r a r i a n  P ro b le m  i n  
t h e  S i x t e e n t h  C e n tu ry  (New Y ork: Longmans, G reen  an d  C o . ,  
1 9 1 2 ) ,  p .  193 .

c 6
B r e n t s  S t i r l i n g ,  "The P o p u la c e  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e , "  

i n  T w e n t i e th  C e n tu ry  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  C o r i o l a n u s  ( E n g le -  
wood C l i f f s :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  1 0 8 .

- P r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  2S J u n e  1 6 0 7 , S t i r l i n g ,  p .  10B.
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u s u r e r s ;  r e p e a l  d a i l y  a n y  w holesom e a c t  e s t a b l i s h t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  r i c h ;  an d  p r o v id e  more p i e r c i n g  s t a t u t e s  
d a i l y ,  t o  c h a i n  up  and  r e s t r a i n  t h e  p o o r .  I f  t h e  
w a r  e a t s  u s  n o t  u p , nt h e y  w i l l ;  and  t h e r e ' s  a l l  t h e  
l o v e  t h e y  b e a r  u s .

The c o n te m p o ra ry  a s p e c t s  o f  C o r i o l a n u s  a r e  e v i d e n t  

i n  o t h e r  w ays b e s i d e s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  t h e  r i c h  an d  th e  

p o o r .  Though S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  p l a y  f o l l o w s  c l o s e l y  P l u t a r c h ' s  

a c c o u n t  o f  C a iu s  M a rc iu s  C o r i o l a n u s ,  a  c l o s e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  

p l a y  a l s o  r e v e a l s  many s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  F r a n c i s  

D rake an d  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  Roman m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  a s  

h e  i s  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  p l a y .  The s t o r y  o f  t h e  fam ous Roman 

was n o t  s e l e c t e d  a t  random , b u t  r a t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  many 

p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  do e x i s t ,  i t  w ou ld  seem . When C o r i o l a n u s  

s a y s :

Hang 'em! They sa y !
T h e y ' l l  s i t  by  t h e  f i r e ,  an d  p resum e t o  know 
W h a t 's  done i '  t h e  C a p i t a l ;  w h o 's  l i k e  t o  r i s e ,
Who t h r i v e s ,  an d  who d e c l i n e s ;  s i d e  f a c t i o n s ,  and  

g iv e  o u t
C o n j e c t u r a l  m a r r i a g e s ;  m ak ing  p a r t i e s  s t r o n g ,
And f e e b l i n g  su c h  a s  s t a n d ^ n o t  i n  t h e i r  l i k i n g  
Below t h e i r  c o b b le d  s h o e s .

h i s  w ords  a r e  e q u a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  A n c ie n t  Rome a n d  t o  

t h e  y e a r  15&1 i n  E n g la n d  when t h e  Q u e e n 's  m a r r i a g e  w i th  

A le n 9on was upon e v e r y o n e ' s  to n g u e  and  was g e n e r a l l y  un ­

p o p u l a r .  " C o n j e c t u r a l  m a r r i a g e s "  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  a l l u s i o n  

t o  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  s i t u a t i o n .

I n  t h e  Roman w a r s ,  t h e r e  was no r e a s o n  f o r  men­

t i o n i n g  t h e  s e a ,  y e t  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  a d o z en  r e f e r e n c e s
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ij.ll
t o  t h e  s e a  i n  t h e  p l a y  w h ich  a r e  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  D ra k e ’s  s e a

v e n t u r e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e :

T r u l y ,  I  t h i n k ,  i f  a l l  o u r  w i t s  w ere  t o  i s s u e  o u t  o f  
o u r  s k u l l ,  t h e y  w ould  f l y  e a s t ,  w e s t ,  n o r t h ,  s o u t h ;  
a n d  t h e i r  c o n s e n t  o f  one d i r e c t  way s h o u ld  be  a t  once  
t o  a l l  p o i n t s  o ’ t h e  c o m p a ss . 62

The m e n t io n  o f  a  co m p ass ,  w h ich  i s  t h e  m a r i n e r ’ s  g u id e ,  

i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  when D rake was i n  P lym o u th  i n  1 5 ^ 0 , 

he  s e t  up  a  " g r e a t  l a r g e  com pass on t h e  H o e , "63 a n d t h e  

w ord  was one t h a t  w as c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  him*

I f  we go b a c k  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  D ra k e ,  we remem­

b e r  t h a t  a f t e r  Jo h n  D oughty  was e x e c u te d  a t  S t .  J u a n ,

D rake p r e a c h e d  a se rm on  t o  h i s  e n t i r e  com pany. He s a i d  

t h e  men m ust s u p p o r t  h im  c o m p l e t e ly  i f  t h e  v o y a g e  was t o  

be  a  s u c c e s s  and  he  a s k e d  th o s e  who f e l t  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  

g i v e  h im  c o m p le te  s u p p o r t  t o  l e a v e ;  he  w ould  p r o v i d e  them  

w i t h  a  s h i p .  T h ere  a r e  many p a r a l l e l s  i n  t h e  m ean in g , i f  

n o t  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  w o rd in g ,  o f  D r a k e ’ s  s p e e c h  a n d  t h e  l i n e s  

i n  t h e  p l a y .  D rake s a i d :

We m ust h av e  t h e s e  m u t i n i e s  a n d  d i s c o r d s  t h a t  a r e  
grow ne am o n g es t  u s  r e p r e s t ,  f o r  b y  th e  l y f e  o f  God ✓ , 
i t  d o th e  ev en  t a k e  my w y te s  f ro m  me t o  t h i n k e  on i t .  ^

I n  t h e  p l a y  J u n i u s  B r u tu s  s a y s :

T h i s  m u tin y  w e re  b e t t e r  p u t  i n  h a z a r d  
Than s t a y ,  p a s t  d o u b t ,  f o r  g r e a t e r :
I f ,  a s  h i s  n a t u r e  i s ,  he  f a l l  i n  r a g e  
W ith  t h e i r  r e f u s a l ,  b o th  o b s e r v e  and  a n sw e r  
The v a n ta g e  o f  h i s  a n g e r .

622 . 3- 2 1 -3  63B enson , p .  179 .
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The r e f e r e n c e  i s  t o  C o r io la n u s *  a n g e r .  I n  h i s  s p e e c h ,

D rake  c o n t i n u e d :

Yf t h i s  voy ad ge  go n o t  f o r w a r d ,  w h ich e  I  can  n o t  
s e  how p o s s i b l e  i t  s h u ld e  y f  t h i s  man l y v e ,  w hat 
a r e p r o a c h e  i t  w i l b e ,  n o t  o n ly  v n to  owr c o n t r y e  b u t  
e s p e c i a l l y  v n to  v s ,  t h e  v e r y  s y m p le s t  h e r e  may c o n ­
s i d e r  o f  . . . l e t  u s  fehow owr s e l v s  a l l  t o  be  o f  a 
com pany, and  l e t  v s  n o t  gyve  o c c a s y o n  t o  t h e  enemye 
t o  r e i o y c e  a t  owr d e c a y e  and  o v a r th ro w e  . . . . Yf 
t h e r e  be  any  h e r e  w i H i n g e  t o  r e t u r n e  home l e t  me 
v n d e r s t a n d  o f  them , an d  h e a r e  i s  t h e  M a r ig o ld e ,  a  
s h i p e  t h a t  I  c a n  v e r y  w e l l  s p a r e ,  I  w i l l  f u r n i s h e  
h e r  t o  su c h e  a s  w i l l  r e t u r n e  w i t h  t h e  m o as t  c r e d i t e  
I  c a n  gyve th em , e y t h a r  t o  my l e t t e r s  o r  any  way e l s ;  
b u t  l e t  them  t a k e  h e d e  t h a t  t h e y  goo homeward, f o r  y f  
I  f y n d  them  i n  my way I  w i l l  s u r e l y  sy n k e  t h e m .° °

Now C a iu s  M a rc iu s  C o r i o l a n u s  s p e a k s :

Now p u t  y o u r  s h i e l d s  b e f o r e  y o u r  h e a r t s ,  and  f i g h t  
W ith  h e a r t s  more p r o o f  t h a n  s h i e l d s . —Advance . . . 
T hey  do d i s d a i n  u s  much beyond  o u r  t h o u g h t s ,
W hich make me sw e a t  w r a t h . — Come on my f e l l o w s :
He t h a t  r e t i r e s ,  I ’ l l  t a k e  him f o r  a V o ls c e ,
And he s h a l l  f e e l  m ine edge.°7

D rake s a i d  f a i l u r e  w ould  make them  t h e  s c o r n  o f  t h e i r  e n ­

e m ie s :

Yf t h i s  voyadge  s h u ld e  n o t  have  good  s u c c e s s e ,  we 
s h u l d e  n o t  o n l y  be a  sk o rn y n g e  o r  a  r e p r o c h e f u l l  
s c o f f i n g e  s t o k e  v n to  o u r  enem yes, b u t  a l s o  a  g r e a t e  
b l o t t  t o  owr h o l e  c o u n t r y  f o r  e v a r ,  and  w ha t t r i ­
umph t h e n  w ould  i t  fee t o  Spayne an d  P o r t y n g a l e ,  and  
a g a y n e  t h e  ly k e  w ould  n e v e r  be  a t e m p te d .

C o r i o l a n u s  m akes t h e  same p o i n t :

Y our d i s h o n o u r
M ang les  t r u e  ju d g m e n t ,  a n d  b e r e a v e s  t h e  s t a t e  
Of t h a t  i n t e g r i t y  w h ich  s h o u ld  b e co m e* t,
N ot h a v in g  t h e  power t o  do t h e  good  i t  w o u ld ,
F o r  t h ’ i l l  w h ich  d o th  c o n t r o l  * t . ° °
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F i n a l l y  D rake a p p e a le d  t o  t h e i r  p a t r i o t i s m  t o  make a  s u c ­

c e s s  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e  on t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  w h ich  t h e y  s t o o d :

F o r  t o  s a y  yow come t o  s e r v e  me I  w i l l  n o t  gyve 
yow t h a n k s ,  f o r  i t  i s  o n e ly  h i r  M a i e s t i e  t h a t  y o u  
s e r v e  and  t h i s  voyadge  i s  o n e ly  h e r  s e t t i n g  f o r t h e . '

C o r i o l a n u s  makes t h e  same a p p e a l :

I f  a n y  t h i n k  b r a v e  d e a t h  o u tw e ig h s  bad  l i f e ,
And t h a t  h i s  c o u n t r y ’ s  d e a r e r  t h a n  h i m s e l f ;
L e t  h im , a l o n e ,  o r  so  many so  m inded ,
Wave t h u s ,  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n ,
And f o l l o w  M a r c iu s .7 1

J o h n  Cooke, who w ro te  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  D ra k e ’ s  v o y a g e ,

r e l a t e d  how Drake t o l d  h im  t h a t  t h e  Queen had  d e c l a r e d  he

w as t h e  o n ly  man c a p a b le  o f  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  K ing o f  S p a i n .

Then was I  v e r y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  and  i n  an  e v e n in g e  
s e n t  f o r  v n to  h i r  M a i e s t i e  by  s e c r e t a r y  W a l ls y n g -  
ham* b u t  cam n o t  t o  h i r  M a i e s t i e  t h a t  n y g h t ,  f o r  
t h a t  i t  was l a t e ;  b u t  t h e  n e x t  daye  comynge t o  h i r  
p r e s e n s ,  t h e s  o r  t h e  ly k e  w o rd s  ( a s  he s a y d )  D rak e ,
So i t  i s  t h a t  I  w ou ld  g l a d l y  be r e v e n g e d  on t h e  
Kynge o f  S p ay n e ,  f o r  D yvers  i n i u r i e s  t h a t  I  have  
r e c e y v e d ,  and  sa y d  f a r d a r  t h a t  he was t h o n e l y  man 
t h a t  myght do t h i s  e x p l o y t e ,  an d  w i t h a l l  c r a v e d  
h i s  a d v ic e  t h e r e i n .  Who t o l d  h i r  M a i e s t i e  o f  t h e  
sm a le  good t h a t  was t o  be done i n  S payne , h u t  
t h o n l y  waye was t o  a n o y  hym by  h i s  I n d y e s . ' 2

Com inus p r a i s e s  C o r i o l a n u s  a s  t h e  Queen had  p r a i s e d  D rake :

I f  I  s h o u ld  t e l l  t h e e  o ’ e r  t h i s  t h y  d a y ’ s  w ork ,
T h o u ’ I t  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h y  d e e d s ;  b u t  I ’ l l  r e p o r t  i t ,
Where s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  m in g le  t e a r s  w i th  s m i l e s ;
Where g r e a t  p a t r i c i a n s  s h a l l  a t t e n d ,  and  s h r u g  
I ’ t h e  end a d m ir e ;  w here  l a d i e s  s h a l l  be  f r i g h t e d ,
And, g l a d l y  q u a k e d ,  h e a r  m ore; w here  t h e  d u l l  t r i b u n e s ,  
T h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  f u s t y  p l e b i a n s ,  h a t e  t h i n e  h o n o u r s ,
S h a l l  s a y ,  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  ’We th a n k  t h e  g o d s  
Our Rome h a t h  su c h  a  s o l d i e r ! ’ 73
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lull.
While P h i l i p  o f  S p a in  was g a t h e r i n g  h i s  f o r c e s ,  

t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a  s u r f a c e  a m i a b i l i t y  b e tw ee n  him  an d  Queen 

E l i z a b e t h .  T a l l u s  A u f i d i u s  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  t h o u g h t s  an d  

d e s i g n s  o f  P h i l i p  a g a i n s t  t h e  p eace  o f  E n g la n d  i n  1581:

FIRST SENATOR.
Our a rm y ’ s i n  t h e  f i e l d :

We n e v e r  y e t  made d o u b t  b u t  Rome was r e a d y  
To a n sw e r  u s .

TULLUS AUFIDIUS.
Nor d id  you t h i n k  i t  f o l l y  

To k e e p  o u r  g r e a t  p r e t e n c e s  v e i l ’d t i l l  when 
They n e e d s  m ust show th e m s e lv e s ;  w h ic h  i n  t h e  h a t c h i n g ,  
I t  se e m ’ d, a p p e a r ’d t o  Rome. By t h e  d i s c o v e r y  
We s h a l l  be s h o r t e n 'd  i n  o u r  a im ; w h ic h  w as,
To t a k e  i n  many to w n s ,  e r e .  a lm o s t ,  Rome 
S h o u ld  know we w ere  a f o o t . 74

T h a t  D rake i n s p i r e d  men w i t h  r e s p e c t  an d  a d m i r a t i o n  

c an  be  s e e n  n o t  o n ly  i n  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  h i s  own men, b u t  

a l s o  i n  t h o s e  o f  h i s  p r i s o n e r s ,  who can  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  be 

a c c u s e d  o f  b e in g  p r e j u d i c e d  i n  h i s  f a v o r .  T h e i r  de*~ 

p o s i t i o n s  abound  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s m a l l  a c t s  o f  k i n d ­

l i n e s s  o r  g e n e r o s i t y  p e r fo rm e d  by  h im . One o f  h i s  p r i ­

s o n e r s ,  P ed ro  de V a ld e s ,  w r o te ,

F e l i c i t y  an d  v a l o u r  w ere  so  g r e a t  t h a t  M ars t h e  
god o f  w ar an d  N eptune t h e  god o f  t h e  s e a  seemed 
t o  w a i t  on a l l  h i s  e n t e r p r i s e s  and  whose n o b le  and  
g e n e r o u s  c o u ra g e  had  o f t e n  b e en  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  h i s  
e n e m ie s .75

And F r a n c i s  F l e t c h e r  w r o te :

Our G e n e r a l i ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  moment, was 
n e v e r  wont t o  r e l y e  o n ly  on o t h e r  mens c a r e ,  how 
t r u s t y  o r  s k i l f u l l  s o e u e r  t h e y  m ig h t  seeme t o  b e ;  
b u t  a lw a y e s  c o n te m n in g  d a n g e r  and  r e f u s i n g  no t o y l e ,

7 H .  2 . 17-25  75NUtt a l l ,  p .  l i v .



k i s
he was w ont h i m s e l f e  t o  be  one w h o so eu e r  w as a  s e c ­
ond a t  e u e r y  t u r n e ,  w here  c o u r a g e ,  s k i l l  o r  i n d u s t r y  
was t o  be  im p lo y e d ;  n e i t h e r  w ou ld  h e e  a t  t h i s  t im e  
i n t r u s t  t h e  d i s c o u e r y  o f  t h e s e  d a n g e r s  t o  a n o t h e r s  
p a i n e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  h i s  owne e x p e r i e n c e  i n  s e a r c h i n g  
o u t  and  s o u n d in g  o f  t h e m . ' °

M enen iu s  s a y s  o f  C o r i o l a n u s :

H is  n a t u r e  i s  t o o  n o b le  f o r  t h e  w o r ld ;
He w ou ld  n o t  f l a t t e r  N ep tune  f o r  h i s  t r i d e n t ,
Or J o v e  f o r ' s  power t o  t h u n d e r .  H is  h e a r t ’ s  h i s  

m o u th :
What h i s  b r e a s t  f o r g e s ,  t h a t  h i s  to n g u e  m u s t  v e n t ;
And, b e in g  a n g r y ,  d o e s  f o r g e t  t h a t  e v e r  
He h e a r d  t h e  name d e a t h . ' '

C om in iu s  s p e a k s  o f  C o r i o l a n u s 1 d e e d s :

. . . t h e  d e e d s  o f  C o r i o l a n u s  
S h o u ld  n o t  be  u t t e r ’d f e e b l y . — I t  i s  h e l d  
T h a t  v a l o u r  i s  t h e  c h i e f e s t  v i r t u e ,  and  
M ost d i g n i f i e s  t h e  h a v e r :  i f  i t  b e ,
The man I  s p e a k  o f  c a n n o t  . i n  t h e  w o r ld  
Be s i n g l y  c o u n t e r p o i s e d .

V olum nia  a l s o  s p e a k s  o f  h i s  d e e d s :  11. . . h e  h a t h  i n  t h i s

a c t i o n  o u t - d o n e  h i s  fo rm e r  d e e d s  d o u b ly , "  and  V a l e r i a  s a y s ,  

" I n  t r o t h ,  t h e r e ' s  w ondrous  t h i n g s  spoke  o f  h i m . "79  Then 

one o f  t h e  s e n t i n e l s  s a y s  , "The w o r th y  f e l l o w  i s  o u r  g e n ­

e r a l :  h e ’ s  t h e  r o c k ,  t h e  oak  n o t  t o  be w i n d - s h a k e n . "^0 

E . F .  B enson , one o f  D ra k e ’s  b i o g r a p h e r s ,  h a s  

draw n t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  D ra k e ’ s  c h a r a c t e r  f ro m  c o n te m p o ra ry  

s o u r c e s  w h ich  i n c l u d e  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  F r a n c i s  F l e t c h e r ,  

who was t h e  c h a p l a i n  o f  t h e  voyage  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r l d ;  Jo h n  

C ooke, C h r i s t o p h e r  C e e ly ,  E l l i s  Hisom, who w ere  a l s o  on 

t h a t  e x p e d i t i o n ;  and  F r a n c i s  P e t t y ,  one o f  D r a k e ' s  G e n t le m e n -
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a t - a r m s .  O th e r  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h e  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Jo h n  S tow ,

t h e  A n n a ls  o f  W i l l ia m  Camden, H a k l u y t ’ s  V o y a g e s> a n d  t h e

v a r i o u s  d o cum en ts  u n e a r t h e d  by  Z e l i a  N u t t a l l .  B enson

su m m arize s  D r a k e ’ s  c h a r a c t e r :

D rake h a d  a lw a y s  t o  b e  d o in g  s o m e th in g :  he  h a t e d  
i d l e n e s s ,  a s  one o f  h i s  c o n te m p o ra ry  b i o g r a p h e r s  
t e l l s  u s ,  l i k e  t h e  d e v i l ,  an d  we may be  s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  a p p r e n t i c e  boy  he  to o k  on h i s  b o a t  h ad  t o  s p r i n g  
t o  h i s  b i d d i n g  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l i v e l i n e s s .  H is  
t e m p e r  was q u i c k ,  a n d  h i s  to n g u e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  
s h a r p ,  w i t h  a  j e s t  a t  t h e  end  when h i s  i m p a t i e n c e  
h a d  v e n te d  i t s e l f .  E v e r y th in g  a ro u n d  h im , h i m s e l f  
i n c l u d e d ,  m ust be  s m a r t ,  f o r  r u s t  o f  a n y  s o r t ,  men­
t a l  o r  m a t e r i a l ,  w as t o  h im  i n t o l e r a b l e  . . .  i f  
h e  n e v e r  f o r g o t  a  l o y a l  f r i e n d ,  h e  n e v e r  f o r g a v e  
a n  i n j u r y ,  n o r  c e a s e d  t o  p r a y  God t o  h e l p  h im  t o  
a v en g e  i t .  He h a d  t h e  m ost v i o l e n t  t e m p e r ,  h i s  
t h i r s t  f o r  h o n o u r  w as i n s a t i a b l e ,  h e  b ra g g e d  an d  
b a w le d ,  an d  he  d e l i g h t e d  i n  f l a t t e r y .  But b e h in d  
i t  a l l  w as t h a t  s p i r i t  o f  i n d o m i t a b l e  p lu c k  and  
g a i e t y ,  w h ic h  seem s t o  h av e  f r a n k l y  i n t o x i c a t e d  
t h o s e  who came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  i t . 1

And P l u t a r c h  s a i d  o f  C o r i o l a n u s . th e  Boman i n  a  13>79 t r a n s ­
l a t i o n :

F o r  t h i s  M a r t i u s  n a t u r a l l  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  h a r t  d i d  
m a r v e l l o u s l y  s t u r r e  up h i s  c o u ra g e  t o  doe an d  a t ­
te m p t  n o t a b l e  a c t e s .  B u t on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  f o r  
l a c k e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e  was so  c h o l l e r i c k e  an d  im - 
p a c i e n t ,  t h a t  he  w o u ld  y e e l d  t o  no  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e :  
w h ic h  made him  c h u r l i s h e ,  u n c i v i l ,  a n d  a l t o g e t h e r  
u n f i t  f o r  any  mans c o v e r s a t i o n .  Y e t men m a r v e l ­
l i n g  much a t  h i s  c o n s t a n c i e ,  t h a t  h e  was n e v e r  
overcom e w i t h  p l e a s u r e ,  n o r  money, and  how he  w ou ld  
e n d u re  e a s i l i e  a l l  m anner o f  p a i n e s  a n d  t r a v a i l l e s :  
t h e r e u p o n  t h e y  w e l l  l i k e d  and  commended h i s  s t o w t -  
n e s  an d  t e m p e r a n c i e .  But f o r  a l l  t h a t ,  t h e y  c o u ld  
n o t  be  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  h im , a s  one c i t i z e n  u s e t h  
t o  be w i t h  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  c i t t i e .  H is  b e h a v i o u r  
w as so  u n p l e a s a n t  t o  them  by r e a s o n  o f  a  c e r t a i n e  
i n s o l e n t  and  s t e r n e  m anner he h a d ,  w h ic h  b e c a u s e  
i t  was so  l o r d l y ,  w as d i s l i k e d .

^ B e n s o n ,  p p .  15-7*
go

P l u t a r c h ’ s  l i v e s  o f  t h e  N o b le  G r e c i a n s  and  
Romans E n g l i s h e d  bv  S i r  Thomas N o r th  ann o  1579 (London: 
D av id  N u t t ,  1895) o' v o l s  . , 2 :1 4 3 - 9 0 .
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The d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  two h e r o e s  m ig h t  e i t h e r  

one h av e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  so  c l o s e l y  do t h e y  

p a r a l l e l  e a c h  o t h e r .  The v i o l e n t  t e m p e r  and  im p e r io u s  

m anners  shown i n  t h e  p l a y  a r e  t r u e  o f  P l u t a r c h ’ s  d e s c r i p ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  Roman h e r o ,  and  a r e  e q u a l l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  Eng­

l i s h  h e r o  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  d a y ,  F r a n c i s  D ra k e .  H ow ever, 

ev en  th o u g h  t h e  two seem  p a r a l l e l ,  C o r i o l a n u s ,  i n  t h e  

p l a y ,  s t i l l  r e m a in s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  n o t  an  e x a c t  p o r ­

t r a i t ;  we a r e  a g a i n  s e e i n g  r e f l e c t i o n s .

L e t  u s  exam ine  and  com pare  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

C a iu s  M a rc iu s  and  h i s  c o u ra g e o u s  e x p l o i t s  and  e x h i l ­

a r a t i n g  p lu n g e s  i n t o  f r e s h  d e e d s  o f  b r a v e r y  a s  w r i t t e n  

by S h a k e s p e a r e  and  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  an d  d e e d s  o f  D rake  a s  

d e s c r i b e d  by  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  who knew h im .

LIEUTENANT When t h e y  came u n to  u s ,
I  do n o t  know w ha t w i t h c h r a f t ’ s  t h e y  g r e a t l y  w ondred  a t

i n  h im , b u t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  wee b r o u g h t ,
Your s o l d i e r s  su e  h i n u a s  t h e  b u t  o u r  G e n e r a l i  ( a c c o r d -  

g r a c e  ’ f o r e  m e a t . 8^ i n g  t o  h i s  n a t u r a l l  an d  a c ­
cu s to m ed  h u m a n i t i e )  c o u r t ­
e o u s l y  i n t r e a t e d  them , and  
l i b e r a l l y  b e s to w e d  on them  
n e c e s s a r y  t h i n g s  t o  c o v e r  
t h e i r  n a k e d n e s s e ,  w h e re ­
upon  t h e y  s u p p o s e d  u s  t o  
be g o d s ,  an d  w ou ld  n o t  be 
p e rsw a d e d  t o  t h e  c o n t ­
r a r y .  °4

•  •  •

CORIOLANUS He r e l e a s e d  t h e  men and
I  som etim e l a y ,  h e r e  i n  C o r -  t h e  b a r k ,  p e r m i t t i n g  them

i o l i ,  t o  go b a c k ,  an d  g i v i n g
At a  p o o r  m an’ s  h o u s e ;  he  them  a  l i t t l e  c o a r s e  U n ­

u s e d  me k i n d l y : —  en  t o  make a  s m a l l  s a i l ,

^ 4 . 7 , 2-3  ^ H a k l u y t ,  S :63 .
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He c r i e d  t o  me; I  saw him 

p r i s o n e r ;
B u t t h e n  A u f i d i u s  was w i t h i n  

my v ie w ,
And w r a t h  o ’ e rw h e lm ’d my p i t y :

I  r e q u e s t  you  ^
To g i v e  my p o o r  h o s t  f r e e d o m .  '

w i t h  w h ic h  B ravo came t o  
M a n ta . °6

•  •  •

H is  r i g o u r  was a lw a y s  tern' 
p e r e d  w i t h  m e r c y .° 7

COMINIUS 
Our s p o i l s  he k i c k t  a t ;  

And l o o k t  upon t h i n g s  p r e c ­
i o u s  a s  t h e y  w ere  

The common muck o f  t h e  w o r ld :  
h e  c o v e t s  l e s s  

Than m is e r y  i t s e l f  w ou ld  g i v e ;  
r e w a r d s

H is  d e e d s  w i t h  d o in g  them ; and  
i s  c o n t e n t  ^

To s p e n d  t h e  t im e  t o  end  i t .

SECOND‘CITIZEN 
You m u s t  i n  no way s a y  he i s  
c o v e t o u s . ° 9

I n  g r a t e f u l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
D ra k e ’ s  a s s e n t  n o t  t o  d e ­
p r i v e  him  o f  h i s  c o s t l y  
w e a r in g  a p p a r e l  Z a r a t e  
b e s to w e d  upon t h e  l a t t e r  
" a  f a l c o n  o f  g o l d ” . . .
D rake t o o k  b u t  l i t t l e  f rom  
h im , w as c o u r t e o u s  i n  d o in g  
s o ,  a n d  a p o l o g i s e d  f o r  h e l p ­
i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  S p a n is h  
g e n t l e m a n ’ s  s t o r e s  o f  l i n e n ,
. . . i n  e x c h a n g e ,  D rake  gave  
h im  a f k l c h i o n  . . . an d  a 
s i l v e r  pe rfum e  b u r n e r . 90

FIRST CITIZEN 
I f  I  m u s t  n o t ,  I  n e e d  n o t  be 
b a r r e n  o f  a c c u s a t i o n s ;  he h a t h  
f a u l t s ,  w i t h  s u r p l u s ,  t o  t i r e  
i n  r e p e t i t i o n . 91

F a u l t s  he  h a d  i n  p l e n t y ;  he 
w as o v e r b e a r i n g  a n d  i m p e r i ­
o u s  w i t h  h i s  e q u a l s ,  he  was 
h o p e l e s s l y  i m p a t i e n t  o f  r e ­
s t r a i n t ,  and  i n c a p a b l e  o f  
c o - o p e r a t i o n . 9<J

AUFIDIUS
A l l  p l a c e s  y i e l d  t o  h im  e r e  he 

s i t s  down;
And t h e  n o b i l i t y  o f  Rome a r e  

h i s :
The s e n a t o r s  an d  p a t r i c i a n s  

l o v e  h im  t o o

I  managed t o  a s c e r t a i n  whe­
t h e r  t h e  G e n e ra l  was w e l l  
l i k e d ,  and  a l l  s a i d  t h e y  Q_ 
a d o r e d  h im — que l e  a d o r a v a n . 9-*

g 5 l .  9 .  8 1 -6  S6N u t t a l l ,  p .  7 2 .  S?I b i d . ,  p .  199 .

* * 2 .  2 .  1 2 4 -9  g9 l .  1 .  40 9 ° N u t t a l l ,  p .  2 0 0 .

9 1 . 1 . 4 1 -2 . 9^Benson, p. 16. 9^ N u t t a l l ,  p . 209*
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I  t h i n k  h e ’ l l  be  t o  Rome 
As i s  t h e  o s p r e y  t o  t h e  f i s h ,  

who t a k e s  i t  
By s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  n a t u r e . 94

— he i s  b e i o v ’ d — 95

He c a n n o t  t e m p e r a t e l y  t r a n s ­
p o r t  h i s  h o n o u r s  

From w here  he  s h o u ld  b e g in  and  
e n d , b u t  w i l l  g^

Lose t h o s e  h e  h a t h  w on . 7

He was n o t  one t o  r e s t  on 
h i s  o a r s ;  no s o o n e r  w as one 
t a s k  a c h ie v e d ,  t h a n  he  
fo u n d  a n o t h e r  a w a i t i n g  a c ­
co m p lish m en t  .97

BRUTUS
H e’ s  p o o r  i n  no one f a u l t ,  b u t  

s t o r e d  w i t h  a l l  
SIGINIUS 

E s p e c i a l l y  i n  p r i d e .
BRUTUS

And t o p p i n g  a l l ^ o t h e r s  i  
b o a s t i n g . 7°

m

F r a n c i s  D rake i s  so  b a o s t -  
f u l  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  a  m a r i n ­
e r  and  man o f  l e a r n i n g  
t h a t  he  t o l d  them  t h a t  
t h e r e  was no one i n  t h e  
w hole  w o r ld  who u n d e r s t o o d  
t h e  a r t  [ o f  n a v i g a t i o n !  
b e t t e r  t h a n  h e . 77

BRUTUS
C a iu s  M a rc iu s  was 

A w o r th y  o f f i c e r  i ’ t h e  w a r ;
b u t  i n s o l e n t ,

O’ ercom e w i t h  p r i d e ,  a m b i t i ­
ous  p a s t  a l l  t h i n k i n g ,  

S e l f - l o v i n g — 100

T hese  men r e l a t e d  t h a t  
l i k e  a  s h a m e le s s  r o b b e r  
who f e a r s  n o t  God o r  man, 
t h e  C o r s a i r  made many a r ­
r o g a n t  s p e e c h e s ,  s a y i n g  
t h a t  San J u a l  de A nton  
c o u ld  n o t  e s c a p e  h im . 101

94 ,7 .  2 8 -3 £  The O sp re y ,  o r  F ish h aw k , was s u p ­
p o se d  t o  h a v e  a  n a t u r a l  power o f  f a s c i n a t i n g  f i s h e s ,  a s  i n  
P e e l e ’ s  B a t t l e  o f  A l c a s a r . 2 .  3> " I  w i l l  p r o v id e  t h e e  w i t h  
a  p r i n c e l y  o s p r e y  /  T h a t ,  a s  sh e  f l i e t h  o v e r  f i s h  i n  p o o l s ,  /  
The f i s h  s h a l l  t u r n  t h e i r  g l i t t e r i n g  b e l l i e s  u p . ”

953 .  1 .  313
967 2 .  1 .  3 i3  "He c a n n o t ,  a s  a s e l f - r e s t r a i n e d  man

c o u l d ,  d e r i v e  h o n o r  from  b o th  t h e  b e g in n i n g  an d  c o m p le t io n
o f  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  He c a n n o t  go a n  e q u a b le  pace  an d  c o n ­
c lu d e  w i t h  t h e  same h o n o r s  w i t h  w h ich  he b e g a n . ” — Y a le ,  p .  1 4 8 .

97Benson, p .  16 9S2 . 1 . i g - 2 0  99N u t t a l l ,  p .  2 3 8 .
l 004 . 6 . 28-31  101N u t t a l l ,  p . 72.
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FIRST SOLDIER.

— He’s  a  d e v i l .  02
The S p a n i a r d s  f i r m l y  b e ­
l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  t e r r i b l e  
" E l  D raque"  was 
w i th  t h e  d e v i l

SICINIUS.
Was e v e r  man so  p ro u d  a s  t h i s  

M a rc iu s?
BRUTUS. -

He h a s  no e q u a l .

H is  t h i r s t  f o r  h o n o r  was 
i n s a t i a b l e ,  he  b ra g g e d  
and b aw led  and  d e l i g h t e d  
i n  f l a t t e r y . 105

I n  C o r i o l a n u s , M a rc iu s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  w in  o v e r

A u f i d i u s ’ s  f r i e n d s ,  "bow ’ d h i s  n a t u r e ,  n e v e r  known b e -

D ra k e ’ s  l a s t  v o y a g e ,  w h ich  was t o  th e  W est I n d i e s  t o

c a p t u r e  a  d i s a b l e d  t r e a s u r e  s h i p ,  he s h a r e d  t h e  command

w i t h  S i r  Jo h n  Hawkins who was o ld  and  t i r e d  and  r e a l l y

u n i f t  f o r  commanding an  e x p e d i t i o n  i n  h i s  c o n d i t i o n .

F r i c t i o n  b e tw ee n  Drake and  Hawkins was i n e v i t a b l e ,  b u t

o u t  o f  c o m p a ss io n  f o r  h i s  o ld  k in sm an , D ra k e ,  f o r  t h e

f i r s t  t i m e ,  l i k e  C o r i o l a n u s ,  "bow ’d h i s  n a t u r e "  w h ich

a lw a y s  b e f o r e  had  b e en  " ro u g h ,  u n sw a y a b le ,  and  f r e e . "

The voyage  was a com plete  d i s a s t e r ,  and  n e i t h e r  D rake
107n o r  Hawkins r e t u r n e d  fro m  i t .

My r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  do n o t  im ­

p l y  t h a t  t h e  p l a y  was b a s e d  on a c t u a l  h a p p e n in g s  i n  

D ra k e ’s  l i f e .  They a r e  b r o u g h t  up t o  show how many

f o r e  /  But t o  be ro u g h ,  u n sw a y a b le ,  an d  f r e e . "106  On

1021 .  1 0 . 16 103B. M. Ward, p .  249 .

10^ 1 .  1 .  2 4 3 -9  105B enson , p .  16

^ ^ 5 .  5 .  2 3 -4  ^ °^B en so n , p p .  2 9 3 -3 0 5 .
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s u g g e s t i o n s  t h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  p l a y  t h a t  D r a k e ' s  l i k e n e s s

may be r e f l e c t e d  t h e r e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  D rake was r a i s e d

fro m  c h i ld h o o d  t o  b a  a  s a i l o r .  We r e a d  t h a t

h i s  f a t h e r  was c o n s t r a i n e d  by p o u e r t y  t o  p l a c e  h i s  
s o n n e  w i th  a n e ig h b o u r i n g  P y l o t e ,  who, by  d a i l y  e x ­
e r c i s e ,  h a rd e n e d  h im  t o  t h e  S a y l o r s  l a b o u r s  i n  a  
l i t t l e  B a rk e ,  w h e re w ith  h ee  s a y l e d  vp and  downed t h e  
C o a s t ,  g u id e d  S h ip s  i n  and  o u t  o f  H a r b o u r s ,  and  som e­
t im e  s ^ g a n s  p o r t e d  M e rc h a n d iz e  i n t o  F ra n c e  a n d  Z e -

And C o r i o l a n u s  was r a i s e d  from  c h i ld h o o d  t o  be  a  s o l d i e r :

MENENIUS.
. . .  He h a s  b e en  b r e d  i f t h e  w a rs  

S in c e  he  c o u ld  draw  a sw ord  . . .109

VGLUMNIA
. . . Say t o  them ,

Thou a r t  t h e i r  s o l d i e r ,  an d . . . .b e in g  b r e d  i n  b r o i l s ,  
H a s t  n o t  t h e  s o f t  way . . . u

B o th  w ere  y o u t h f u l  w a r r i o r s .  M ost o f  t h e  w r i t ­

e r s  a c c e p t  1541 a s  t h e  d a t e  o f  D r a k e 's  b i r t h . I f  t h i s  

i s  s o ,  t h e n  he  was a b o u t  t w e n t y - t h r e e  when he  s e t  o u t  on 

h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  t h e  W est I n d i e s  w i th  C a p ta in  Jo h n  Haw­

k i n s  i n  O c to b e r  1567 f o r  t h e  voyage  on w h ich  t h e y  e n c o u n ­

t e r e d  t h e  t r e a c h e r y  o f  Don M a r t in o  E n r iq u e z  a t  San  J u a n  

D’ U l l u a .  When he  s a c k e d  Nombre de D io s  " a l l  h i s  own men 

w ere  b o y s ,  l i k e  h i m s e l f  . . .  I n  a l l  h i s  c rew  num bered  

s e v e n t y - t h r e e  y o u n g s t e r s ;  . . . n o t  one o f  t h a t  e x u b e r a n t  

company had  a t t a i n e d  t h e  ag e  o f  t h i r t y . " 3- ^

1 nrt
W il l ia m  Camden, The T rue  an d  R o y a l l  H i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  fam ous Em press E l i z a b e t h  Queene o f  E n g la n d  F ra n c e  and  
I r e l a n d  & c o . tL ondon : H. Lownes, 1 6 2 5 ) .  p .  4 1 7 .
I r e  ___
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P l u t a r c h  s a y s  o f  C o r i o l a n u s :  "The f i r s t  t im e  he 

w ent t o  t h e  w a r r e s ,  b e in g  b u t  a  s t r i p p l i n g ,  was when T a r -  

q u in e  . . . dyd come t o  Rome w i t h  a l l  t h e  ayde  o f  t h e  

L a t i n e s  . . . " ^ 3  S h a k e s p e a r e  h a d  C om in iu s  t e l l  t h e  

s t o r y  o f  M a r c i u s ’ e x p l o i t s  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n :

At s i x t e e n  y e a r s ,
When T a r q u in  made a  h e a d  f o r  Rome, he  f o u g h t  
Beyond t h e  mark o f  o t h e r ; 1 1 4

Volum nia t e l l s  how p ro u d  s h e  was o f  t h e  young w a r r i o r :

When y e t  he was t e n d e r - b o d i e d ,  a n d  t h e  o n ly  so n  o f  
my womb; when y o u th  w i t h  c o m e l in e s s  p l u c k t  a l l  g a z e  
h i s  way; . . .  To a  c r u e l  w a r  I  s e n t  h im ; f ro m  whence 
he r e t u r n e d ,  h i s  brow bound w i t h  o a k ,  I  t e l l  t h e e ,  
d a u g h te r ,  I  s p r a n g  n o t  more i n  j o y  a t  f i r s t  h e a r i n g  
he was a  m a n - c h i ld  t h a n  now i n  f i r s t  s e e i n g  he  h a d  
p ro v e d  h i m s e l f  a  m a n .H 5

C o r i o l a n u s ’ s  lo v e  and  d e v o t i o n  f o r  h i s  m o th e r

a r e  p a r a l l e l e d  by  D ra k e ’ s  lo v e  a n d  d e v o t i o n  f o r  h i s  Q ueen,

who was a l s o  e l a t e d l y  p ro u d  o f  h i s  e x p l o i t s .

W hereas S i r  F r a n c i s  D ra k e ,  k t ,  h a d  c i r c u m n a v ig a t e d  
t h e  g lo b e  from  E a s t  t o  W est and  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  
t h e  S o u th  p a r t  o f  t h e  W orld  many unknown p l a c e s ,  
h e r  M a je s ty ,  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  h i s  fam e an d  v a l o u r ,  d i d  
g r a n t  u n to  him  and  h i s  h e i r s  a l l  t h e  m anor o f  S h e r -  
f o r d  i n  D e v o n sh ire  . . . 11&

I n  A ct 1 , s c e n e  2 ,  V olum nia  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  C o r­

i o l a n u s  "com es t h e  t h i r d  t im e  home w i t h  o ak en  g a r l a n d . "  

T h is  s t a t e m e n t  c o u ld  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  D r a k e . Of t h e  v o y a g e s  

t h a t  he d i r e c t e d  s o l e l y  u n d e r  h i s  own command, t h e r e  w ere  

o n ly  t h r e e  f ro m  w h ich  his r e t u r n  was g r e e t e d  w i t h  c h e e r s :

1 ]- 3 P l u t a r c h ,  2 :1 4 5  l l l *Z. 2 . SS -90  

3 . 6 -1 9  - ^ ^ N u t t a l l ,  p .  l i i i .
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t h e  1 5 7 2 -3  voyage  w i t h  t h e  Swan and  t h e  P a s c h a ,  from  w hich  

he  b r o u g h t  b a c k  g r e a t  t r e a s u r e s ;  t h e  1 5 7 7 -3 0  c i r c u m n a v ig a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  on w h ic h  he  was t h e  f i r s t  E n g lish m an  t o  

c o m p le te  s u c h  a  v o y a g e ;  a n d  t h e  1537 a t t a c k  on C a d iz ,  when 

he r u i n e d  t h e  S p a n is h  f l e e t  an d  a l s o  b r o u g h t  back  a  f o r -  

t u n e . 11?

I n  h is  a t t a c k  on t h e  C o r i o l i ,  C o r io la n u s  d i v i d e s  

h i s  arm y i n t o  two s e c t i o n s  and  a t t a c k s  t h e  c i t y  from  op­

p o s i t e  d i d e s .  He commands h i s  g e n e r a l :

. . . t h e n ,  v a l i a n t  T i t u s ,  t a k e  
C o n v e n ie n t  num bers  t o  make good t h e  c i t y  
W h i l s t  I ,  w i t h  t h o s e  t h a t  h av e  t h e  s p i r i t ,  w i l l  h a s t e  
To h e l p  C o m in iu s . l l s

And P h i l i p  N i c h o l s ’ s  r e p o r t  on D rake r e a d :

Then o u r  C a p ta in  a p p o i n t e d  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  w i th  Jo h n  
Osnam jjOxenham] an d  s i x t e e n  o t h e r  o f  h i s  men, t o  
go a b o u t ,  b e h in d  t h e  K in g ’ s  T r e a s u r e  H ouse , and 
e n t e r  n e a r  t h e  e a s t e r n  end  o f  t h e  M a rk e t  p l a c e :  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  r e s t ,  w o u ld  p a s s  up  t h e  b ro a d  
s t r e e t  i n t o  t h e  M a rk e t  p l a c e ,  w i t h  so u n d  o f  drum 
an d  t r u m p e t  . . . W hereas t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  s to o d  
am azed . . . im a g in in g ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  o u r  drums and  
t r u m p e t s  s o u n d in g  i n  so  s u n d r y  p l a c e s ,  t h a t  we h ad  
b e e n  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  num ber t h a n  we w e r e . 1 1 ?

C om in ius r e l a t e s  how C o r i o l a n u s  f o u g h t  a l o n e :

F o r  t h i s  l a s t ,
B e f o re  a n d  i n  C o r i o l i ,  l e t  me s a y ,
I  c a n n o t  s p e a k  h im  hom e. He s to p p e d  t h e  f l i e r s  
And by  h i s  r a r e  exam ple  made t h e  cow ard  
T u rn  t e r r o r  i n t o  s p o r t :  a s  w eeds b e f o r e  
A v e s s e l  u n d e r  s a i l ,  so  men o b e y ed ,
And f e l l  b e lo w  h i s  s t e m .  H is  sw o rd , d e a t h ’ s  s ta m p , 
Where i t  d i d  m ark , i t  t o o k ;  f ro m  f a c e  t o  f o o t

•^•^Benson, p a s s i m . H ^ l .  5 . 2 1 -4  

U 9N i c h o l s ,  p .  1 4 1 .
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He was a t h i n g  o f  b lo o d ,  whose e v e r y  m o tio n  
Was t im e d  w i t h  d y in g  c r i e s .  Alone he e n t e r e d  
The m o r t a l  g a t e  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  w hich  he p a i n t e d  
W ith  s h u n l e s s  d e s t i n y ;  a i d l e s s  came o f f ,
And w i t h  a  su d d e n  r e - e n f o r c e m e n t  s t r u c k  
C o r i o l i  l i k e  a  p l a n e t :  now a l l ' s  h i s :
When, by  and  b y ,  t h e  d i n  o f  war g a n  p ie rc e
H is  r e a d y  s e n s e ;  t h e n  s t r a i g h t  h i s  d o u b le d  s p i r i t
R e - q u ic k e n 'd  w ha t i n  f l e s h  was f a t i g a t e ,
And t o  t h e  b a t t l e  came h e ;

t i l l  we c a l l ' d  
B o th  f i e l d  a n d  c i t y  o u r s ,  he  n e v e r  s to o d  
To e a s e  h i s  b r e a s t  w i th  p l a n t i n g . 120

The s o l d i e r  i n  A ct 1 , s c e n e  4 , a l s o  m e n t io n s  how C o r io la n u s

f o u g h t  a l o n e :

F o l lo w in g  t h e  f l i e r s  a t  t h e  v e ry  h e e l s ,
W ith  them  he e n t e r s ;  who, upon t h e  su d d e n ,
C l a p t - t o  t h e i r  g a t e s ;  he i s  h i m s e l f  a l o n e ,
To a n sw e r  a l l  t h e  c i t y . ^ l

C o r i o l a n u s  h i m s e l f  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  s o l i t a r y  e x p l o i t s :

. . . w i t h i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  T u l l u s ,
A lone  I  f o u g h t  i n  y o u r  C o r i o l i  w a l l s .
And made w h a t w ork  I  p l e a s e d  . . . 1 2 ^

. . . l i k e  a n  e a g l e  i n  a  d o v e - c o t e , 1  
F l u t t e r ' d  y o u r  y o l s c i a n s  i n  C o r i o l i :
A lone  I  d i d  i t . 123
D rake  a l s o  f o u g h t  " a l o n e , "  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  he and  

h i s  s m a l l  g ro u p  o f  y o u n g s t e r s  c o u ld  h a r d l y  be c o n s i d e r e d  

an  "arm y" a s  t h e y  l a y  w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e  Panama f o r  t h e  a r ­

r i v a l  o f  t h e  S p a n is h  t r e a s u r e  conv oy . T here  he  was w i th  

s e v e n t e e n  boys f ro m  Devon p e rc h e d  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  

e n e m y 's  c o u n t r y .  B enson  s a y s ,  "N ever s u r e l y  i n  a l l  h i s t o r y

120 121
x *u2 . 2 .  102 -23  1 .  4 .  4 9 -52

1221 . 8 . 7 -9  1235 . 6 . 114-6
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was t h e r e  so  g o r g e o u s l y  i m p e r t i n e n t  a  g u e r i l l a . " - * - 2^  i t  

was l i k e  Drake t o  s e t  f o r t h  i n  h ig h  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  c a p t u r e  

t h e  f o r t i f i e d  and  g a r r i s o n e d  c i t y  o f  Nombre de D io s ,  w i t h  

a  s h a l l o p  manned by  tw e n ty  men, w h ich  w as a l t o g e t h e r  e x t r a  

t o  t h e  f o r c e  he  had  deemed n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  t h e  t h r e e  p i n ­

n a c e s  manned b y  h i s  Devon b o y s ,  who w ere  s t r a n g e l y  arm ed 

w i t h  p i k e s  and  b u r n in g  a r ro w s  a n d  drum s a n d  t r u m p e t s .

I t  was i n  na  s i n g l e  s h i p "  t h a t  he  c o m p le te d  t h e  

c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  a s i n g l e  s h i p  t h a t  c o u ld  

h a r d l y  be  c a l l e d  a  f l e e t .  He was a l s o  a lo n e  i n  b e in g  t h e  

f i r s t  E n g lish m a n  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h a t  f e a t . De L e v v e n c o u r t  

w r o t e :

Amongst t h o s e  who h av e  h ad  t h e  m ost e x p e r i e n c e  an d  
m ost m e r i t  t h e  p r a i s e  o f  p o s t e r i t y ,  . . . V asco  de 
Gama, Colum bus, V e sp u c c io  an d  M a g e l l a n ,  I  s e e  none 
t o  whom a h i g h e r  r a n k  c an  be  a c c o r d e d  t h a n  t o  t h e  
i l l u s t r i o u s  k n i g h t  S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake  . . . F o r  t h e  
f i r s t  am ongst them  d id  no more th a n  d i s c o v e r  and  
d o u b le  t h e  Cape o f  Good Hope, t h e  s e c o n d  t h e  L ucaya  
I s l a n d s ,  San Domingo, Cuba an d  a  p a r t  o f  M ex ico ; 
t h e  t h i r d  t h e  c o a s t  o f  B r a z i l ,  a n d  t h e  l a s t  t h e  
fam ous s t r a i t  t o  w h ich  he  g ave  h i s  name an d  t h e  
S o u th  S e a .  But t h i s  c o u ra g e o u s  a n d  g e n e r o u s  p i l o t  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  s i n g l y  w hat t h e s e  f o u r  d i d  s e p a r a t e l y .

P a u l  A. J o r g e n s e n  s a y s  o f  C o r i o l a n u s :

. . . h i s  m ost fam ous e x p l o i t ,  e n t e r i n g  t h e  g a t e s  
o f  C o r i o l e s  w i t h o u t  s u p p o r t ,  b e f i t s  an  a d v e n t u r e r  
r a t h e r  t h a n  a  g e n e r a l .  P l u t a r c h ’ s  C o r i o l a n u s ,  i n  
f a c t ,  d o e s  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  c i t y  a l o n e .  And i t  i s  n o t  

u n l i k e l y  t h a t  i n  t h u s  e n h a n c in g  t h e  d a r i n g  o f  h i s  
h e r o ,  S h a k e s p e a re  was r e c o g n i z i n g  a h d  e x p l o i t i n g  
C o r i o l a n u s ’ r e s e m b la n c e  t o  E l i z a b e t h a n  m i l i t a r y

124B enson, p .  7 2 .  l 2 5B enson , p .  5 6 .

^ 2^F . de L e v v e n c o u r t ,  Le Voyage de 1 ’ i l l u s t r e  
S e i g n e u r  e t  C h e v a l i e r  F r a n c o i s  D rach  a l e n t o u r  de M onde , 
( P a r i s ,  1 6 1 3 ) ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by  N u t t a l l ,  p .  50 , I n t r o d u c t i o n .
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a d v e n t u r e r s .  Such p a r a l l e l s  w e re  t o o  c l o s e  t o  have  
e s c a p e d  a n y  c o n te m p o ra ry  a u d i e n c e .

When C o r i o l a n u s  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  h i s  v i c t o r y ,  t h e

e n t i r e  p o p u la c e  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  s e e  h im .

BRUTUS
A l l  t o n g u e s  s p e a k  o f  h im , and  t h e  b l e a r e d  s i g h t s  
Are s p e c t a c l e  t o  s e e  h im : y o u r  p r a t t l i n g  n u r s e  
I n t o  a  r a p t u r e  l e t s  h e r  b a b y  c r y  
W hile  sh e  c h a t s  h im : t h e  k i t c h e n  m a lk in  p i n s  
H er r i c h e s t  lo c k ra m  ’b o u t  h e r  r e e c h y  n e c k ,  
C lam b’ r i n g  t h e  w a l l s  t o  e y e  h im : s t a l l s ,  b u l k s ,  

w in d o w s,
Are s m o t h e r ’d u p ,  l e a d s  f i l l ’d ,  and  r i d g e s  h o r s e d  
W ith  v a r i a b l e  c o m p le x io n s ,  a l l  a g r e e i n g  
I n  e a r n e s t n e s s  t o  s e e  h im : s e ld - s h o w n  f la m e n s  
Do p r e s s  among t h e  p o p u l a r  t h r o n g s ,  and  p u f f  
To w in  a  v u l g a r  s t a t i o n :  o u r  v e i l ’d dames 
Commit t h e  w ar  o f  w h i t e  a n d  dam ask i n  
T h e i r  n i c e ly - g a w d e d  c h e e k s  t o  t h e  w an to n  s p o i l  
Of P h o e b u s ’ b u r n i n g  k i s s e s :  s u c h  a  p o t h e r ,
As i f  t h a t  w h a t s o e v e r  god Who l e a d s  him 
Were s l i l y  c r e p t  i n t o  h i s  human p o w e rs ,
And g av e  h im  g r a c e f u l  p o s t u r e . 128

MESSENGER
I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  dumb men t h r o n g  t o  s e e  h im , and  
The b l i n d  t o  h e a r  h im  s p e a k :  m a t r o n s  f l u n g  g l o v e s ,  
L a d i e s  and  m a id s  t h e i r  s c a r f s  a n d  h a n d k e r c h e r s ,
Upon h im  a s  he  p a s t :  t h e  n o b l e s  b e n d e d ,
As t o  J o v e ’ s  s t a t u s ;  and  t h e  commons made 
A sh o w er  an d  t h u n d e r  w i t h  t h e i r  c a p s  an d  s h o u t s :
I  n e v e r  saw t h e  l i k e .  ^

D rake r e c e i v e d  t h e  same k i n d  o f  r e c e p t i o n  when 

h e  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  h i s  t h i r d  v o y a g e .  A l l  London w en t c r a z y  

w i t h  e n th u s ia s m ,  t o  t h e  h o r r o r  o f  h i s  d e t r a c t o r s  t h e r e ,  and  

h e  was mobbed b y  h i s  a d m i r e r s  when h e  w a lk e d  a lo n g  t h e

• ^ ^ P a u l  A. J o r g e n s e n ,  " S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  C o r i o l a n u s :  
E l i z a b e t h a n  S o l d i e r "  i n  T w e n t i e th  C e n tu r y  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
o f  C o r i o l a n u s  (E ng lew ood  C l i f f s :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  
p .  1 0 3 .
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s t r e e t s ,  and  t h e  c h r o n i c l e r s  an d  b a l l a d - m a k e r s  w e re  busy

w i t h  h i s  n a m e . 130 a r r i Ved  a t  P lym outh :

At w h a t  t im e ,  t h e  news o f  o u r  C a p t a i n ’s  r e t u r n  
b r o u g h t  u n to  h i s ,  d i d  so  s p e e d i l y  p a s s  o v e r  a l l  
t h e  c h u rc h ,  and  s u r p a s s  t h e i r  m inds w i t h  d e s i r e  and 
d e l i g h t  t o  s e e  h im , t h a t  v e r y  few  o r  none rem a in e d  
w i t h  t h e  P r e a c h e r .  A l l  h a s t e n e d  t o  s e e  t h e  e v i d ­
e n c e  o f  God’ s  Jo ve  an d  b l e s s i n g  to w a rd  o u r  G ra c io u s  
Queen and  c o u n t r y ,  bv  t h e  f r u i t  o f  o u r  C a p t a i n ' s  
l a b o u r  and  s u c c e s s . 131

When C o r i o l a n u s  t r i u m p h a n t l y  e n t e r s  Rome, w i th

t h e  t r u m p e t s  s o u n d in g  and  t h e  c row ds c h e e r i n g ,  t h e  f i r s t

p e r s o n  he  a d d r e s s e s  i s  h i s  m o th e r :  ”0 ,  /  You h a v e ,  I  know,

p e t i t i o n ’ d a l l  t h e  gods  /  F o r  my p r o s p e r i t y ." ^ 3 2  pje kn e e i s

t o  h e r  j u s t  a s  D rake  k n e e l e d  t o  t h e  Queen when he  saw h e r .

As t h e  "G o lden  H inde"  had  s l i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  Sound, t h e

f i r s t  t h i n g  D rake a s k e d  was i f  t h e  Queen was a l i v e  and

w e l l . ^33

The F i r s t  C i t i z e n  s a y s  o f  C o r io la n u s :

I  s a y  u n to  y o u , w ha t he  h a t h  done fa m o u s ly ,  he  
d i d  i t  t o  t h a t  en d : th o u g h  s o f t - c o n s c i e n c e d  men can  
be c o n t e n t  t o  s a y  i t  was h i s  c o u n t r y ,  he  d id  i t  t o  
p l e a s e  h i s  m o th e r  . . .134

I n  a l l  t h e  p a s s a g e s  b e tw e e n  C o r i o l a n u s  and  h i s  m o th e r ,  i f

t h e  w ord  "Queen" i s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  word "m o th e r"  t h e

p a s s a g e s  r e f l e c t  j u s t  a s  a c c u r a t e l y  D r a k e ' s  d e v o t i o n  t o

h i s  Queen a s  t h e y  do C o r i o l a n u s ' s  d e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  m o th e r .

W henever C o r i o la n u s  g r e e t s  h i s  m o th e r ,  he  k n e e l s  t o  h e r  a s

a  s u b j e c t  k n e e l s  t o  a  q u e e n .  And V o lu m n ia 's  a t t i t u d e

■ ^ S t o w ’ s  A n n a l s , p .  8 0 3 . 1^ 1N ic h o l 's ,  p .  2 0 3 . 

■^^2 . 1 . 1 7 1 -2  ^ ^ B e n s o n ,  p .  1 7 1 .

13 /fl .  1 . 3 4 -7



Coriolanus. Pray be content:
• Mother, I  am going to the Market place
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t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p l a y  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  a  q u e e n ’ s :

I — c o n s i d e r i n g  how h o n o u r  w ou ld  become su c h  a  p e r s o n  
. . . was p l e a s e d  t o  l e t  h im  s e e k  d a n g e r  w h e re  he  was 
l i k e  t o  f i n d  fa m e .  To a  c r u e l  w ar I  s e n t  h im j_ f ro m  
whence he  r e t u r n ’ d ,  h i s  b ro w s bound w i t h  o a k . 1^?

To beg  o f  t h e e  i t  i s  my more d i s h o n o u r  
Than th o u  o f  th e m . Come a l l  t o  r u i n ;  l e t  
Thy m o th e r  r a t h e r  f e e l  t h e y  p r i d e  t h a n  f e a r  
Thy d a n g e ro u s  s t o u t n e s s ,  f o r  I  mock a t  d e a t h  
W ith  a s  b i g  a  h e a r t  a s  t h o u .  Do a s  t h o u  l i s t ,
Thy v a l i a n t n e s s  was m in e ,  t b p u  s u c k 'd s t  i t  f ro m  me;
B ut owe t h y  p r i d e  t h y s e l f . 1 - ^

•  •  •

Thou a r t  my w a r r i o r ;
I  h o lp  t o  f ram e  t h e e .  3-3 7

D rak e , l i k e  C o r i o l a n u s ,  was p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  j o y  and  

h o n o r  he b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  Queen; he  r e v e l l e d  i n  h e r  a p ­

p r o v a l  and  a p p l a u s e .  T h e re  i s  no q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  how 

d e e p ly  D ra k e ’s  c h a r a c t e r  an d  a m b i t io n  w ere  r o o t e d  i n  h i s  

d e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  Queen an d  c o u n t r y .

C u r i o u s l y ,  l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  D r a k e ’ s  f i r s t  w i f e ,  

Mary, o r  h i s  se c o n d  w i f e ,  E l i z a b e t h  Sydenham, b o t h  o f  

whom saw v e r y  l i t t l e  o f  h im . H i s ' f i r s t  w i f e  was known 

a s  ’’Shadowy M a r y ” 3- 3&  .and C o r i o l a n u s  c a l l s  h i s  w i f e ,  who 

seem s t o  m e l t  i n t o  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d ,  ”My g r a c i o u s  s i l e n c e . n l 3 9  

T h ere  i s  a  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e  w iv e s  o f  t h e  two h e r o e s  i n  t h a t  

t h e y  w ere  u n d e f i n e d  and  m i s t y .

1 3 51 . 3 .  1 0 -1 6  1 3 6 3 . 2 . 1 2 4 -3 0

3» 6 2 -3  ^ 3 ^B enson , p .  IB 5 .

1392 . J .  177 '
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I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  a c t ,

T i t u s  L a r t i u s  s a y s  t o  C o r i o l a n u s :

W orthy  s i r ,  t h o u  b l e e d * s t ;
Thy e x e r c i s e  h a t h  b e e n  t o o  v i o l e n t  
F p r  a s e c o n d  c o u r s e  o f  f i g h t .

And M a rc iu s  a n sw e rs :

S i r ,  p r a i s e  me n o t ;
My w ork  h a t h  y e t  n o t  warm ’d me: f a r e  you  w e l l  
The b lo o d  I  d ro p  i s  r a t h e r  p h y s i c a l  
Than d a n g e r o u s  t o  me: t o  A u f i d i u s  t h u s  
I  w i l l  a p p e a r ,  a n d  f i g h t .

B o th  C o r i o l a n u s  an d  D rake  h a d  b e en  wounded s e v e r a l  t i m e s ;  

b o t h  a lw a y s  made l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  w ounds . C o r i o l a n u s  c a n ­

n o t  b r i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  u s e  h i s  wounds a s  a  m eans o f  g a i n ­

in g  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  c i t i z e n s :

I  c a n n o t  b r i n g  
My to n g u e  t o  su c h  a  p a c e .  *Look, s i r ,  my wounds!
I  g o t  them  i n  my c o u n t r y ’ s  s e r v i c e ,  when 
Some c e r t a i n  o f  y o u r  b r e t h r e n  r o a r ' d  an d  r a n  
From t h e  n o i s e  o f  o u r  own d r u m s . ’ 1 4 I

L a t e r  he s a y s  h i s  wounds a r e  " S c r a t c h e s  w i t h  b r i e r s ,  /  

S c a r s  t o  move l a u g h t e r  o n l y ." -^ 2 And a g a i n ,  ” 1 have  

some wounds upon me, and  t h e y  s m a r t  /  To h e a r  t h e m s e lv e s  

rem e m b e r’ d ” ^ ^  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  an  e x c e r p t  f ro m  t h e  r e ­

p o r t  g iv e n  t o  P h i l i p  N ic h o ls  by  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  men who 

w ere  w i t h  D rake  on h i s  t h i r d  v o y a g e :

B ut a s  we s t e p p e d  f o r w a r d ,  h i s  s t r e n g t h  a n d  s i g h t  
an d  s p e e c h  f a i l e d  h im , an d  he  b e g a n  t o  f a i n t  f o r  
w an t  o f  b l o o d ,  w h ic h ,  a s  t h e n  we p e r c e i v e d ,  h a d ,  i n  
g r e a t  q u a n t i t y ,  i s s u e d  upon  t h e  s a n d ,  o u t  o f  a  wound

li|>0l .  5 .  2 4 -3 0  1/ 1̂ 2 .  2 .  51-5

1423 .  3 .  5 1 -2  ^ i ,  9 . 27 -S



r e c e i v e d  i n  h i s  l e g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r ,  w h e reb y  
th o u g h  he f e l t  some p a i n ,  y e t  . . . w ould  he  n o t  
h av e  i t  known t o  a n y ,  t i l l  t h i s  h i s  f a i n t i n g ,  a g a i n s t  
h i s  w i l l ,  b ew ray ed  i t :  t h e  b lo o d  h a v in g  f i r s t  f i l l e d  
t h e  v e r y  p r i n t s  w h ic h  o u r  f o o t s t e p s  made, t o  t h e  
g r e a t e r  d ism a y  o f  a l l  o u r  company, who th o u g h t  i t  
n o t  c r e d i b l e  t h a t  one man s h o u ld  be a b l e  t o  s p a r e  
so  much b lo o d  and  l i v e . 144

D rake w a n te d  t o  go b a c k  and c o n t i n u e  f i g h t i n g ,  b u t  h i s

c rew  " m u t i n i e d . ’' They d i s o b e y e d  h i s  o r d e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o

sa v e  h i s  l i f e .

I n  C o r i o l a n u s . M enen ius  a s k s  V olum nia , "w here  

i s  he  w ounded?" a n d  sh e  a n s w e r s ,  " I ’ t h e  s h o u l d e r ,  and  

i ’ t h e  l e f t  arm : t h e r e  w i l l  be  l a r g e  c i c a t r i c e s  t o  show 

t h e  p e o p le  when he  s h a l l  s t a n d  f o r  h i s  p l a c e .  He r e c e i v e d  

i n  t h e  r e p l u s e  o f  T a r q u in  s e v e n  h u r t s  i ’ t h e  body."14  ̂ The 

t o t a l  o f  C o r i o l a n u s * s  wounds was t w e n ty - s e v e n .

VOLUMNIA
He h a d ,  b e f o r e  t h i s  l a s t  e x p e d i t i o n ,  t w e n t y - f i v e  
wounds upon h im .

MENENIUS
Now, i t ’ s  tw e n ty - s e v e n :  e v e r y  g a sh  was an  enem y’ s  
g r a v e .

D r a k e ’s  wounds w ere  n o t  so  num erous a s  C o r i o -  

l a n u s ’ s — he h a d  s u f f e r e d  j u s t  f o u r .  I n  1572 , on h i s  r e ­

nowned voyage  t o  Nombre de D io s ,  h i s  crew  was a t t a c k e d  

by  t h e  to w n s p e o p le  and  D rake c a u g h t  t h e  " b a l l  o f  a n  a r q u e -  

b u s e "  i n  h i s  l e g ; 147 i n  1573 he  was wounded n e a r  V e n ta  Cruz 

a n d  i n  157# , when t h e  c rew  was a t t a c k e d  by  I n d i a n s ,  D ra k e ,  

l i k e  C o r i o l a n u s ,  r e c e i v e d  two wounds i n  one b a t t l e .

144N i c h o l s ,  p .  145* 1 45 2 .  1 .  150-3

1462 .  1 .  1 5 6 -9  147N u t t a l l ,  p .  3 0 1 .
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D R A K E ’S F L E E T  A T SAN D O M IN G O , H IS P A N IO L A  

S h o w in g  the  S p a n ia r d s ’ de fe nces  posit ion  an d  th e  dif ficult ies  o f  a t tack .

(M a e p h e r s o n  C o lle c tio n )

F i g .  £3* Prom Bowen*s The S e a :  i t s  H i s t o r y  and R om ances.

I



433
The G e n e r a l  h i m s e l f  was s h o t  i n  t h e  f a c e ,  u n d e r  h i s  
r i g h t  e y e ,  and  c l o s e  by  h i s  n o s e ,  t h e  a r ro w  p i e r c i n g  
a  m a r v e l l o u s  way i n ,  u n d e r  B a s i s  c e r e b r i , w i t h  no 
s m a l l  d a n g e r  o f  h i s  l i f e ;  b e s i d e s  . t h a t , he was 
g r i e v o u s l y  wounded i n  t h e  h e a d . ^ °

The w ord  " d ra g o n "  i s  m e n t io n e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n

t h e  p l a y .  C o r i o l a n u s  s a y s  t o  h i m s e l f : .

— th o u g h  I  go a l o n e ,
L ik e  t o  a  l o n e l y  d r a g o n ,  t h a t  h i s  f e n
Makes f e a r ' d  and  t a l k t  o f  more t h a n  s e e n , — 1 ^ °

a n d  A u f i d i u s  s a y s  o f  h im  t h a t  he

F i g h t s  d r a g o n - l i k e ,  a n d  d o e s  a c h i e v e  a s  soon  
As draw  h i s  s w o r d ; 150.

I n  t h e  l a s t  a c t ,  M enen ius  s a y s  t h a t  " t h i s  M a rc iu s  i s  

grow n f ro m  man t o  d r a g o n . " 151

The w ord  " d ra g o n "  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Drake i n  

s e v e r a l  w a y s .  H a k lu y t  s a y s  on " t h e  f i r s t  voyage  a t t e m p te d  

a n d  s e t  f o o r t h  b y  t h e  e x p e r t  and  v a l i a n t  C a p ta in e  M. F r a n ­

c i s  D ra k e ,  h i m s e l f e , "  he  s a i l e d  on " a  s h i p  c a l l e d  t h e  

D r a g o n ."152  wor(  ̂ comes from  t h e  G reek  d r4 k £ n ,  mean­

i n g  a  " k in d  o f  s e r p e n t , "1^3 and D r a k e ' s  f a m i l y  name i s  

d e r i v e d  f ro m  t h i s  w ord , a c c o r d i n g  t o  W h i tn e y .154 i t  i s  

e a s y  t o  s e e  how Drake became known a s  t h e  " d ra g o n "  and  

a l s o  t h e  " d e v i l "  s i n c e  d r a g o n  i s  a l s o  a n o t h e r  name f o r  

S a t a n . 155 i n  a d d i t i o n ,  D rake  was o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s

u S N i c h o l s ,  p .  4 3 .  1Zf94 .  1 .  2 9 -3 1

■*■5̂ 4• 7 . 23 •̂ ■*-5 . 4 . 1 2 -1 3  ^ H a k l u y t ,  7 : 6 2 .

153- ^ Random House D i c t i o n a r y , p .  4 3 2 .

■ ^ S r h i tn e y ,  p .  3 $4 .

^•55Ran(j om House D i c t i o n a r y , p .  4 3 2 .



"The D ragon" by  t h e  S p a n i s h ,  and  Lope de Vega, who was 

a  s o l d i e r  i n  one o f  t h e  g a l l e o n s  o f  t h e  Armada, an d  one 

o f  th e  m ost i l l u s t r i o u s  p o e t s  o f  h i s  d a y ,  p o p u l a r i z e d  

t h i s  name by w r i t i n g  an  e p i c  poem, The D r a g o n te a , w h ich  

w as  a b o u t  D rake and  shewed t h a t  he was none o t h e r  t h a n  

t h e  D ragon o f  t h e  A p o c a ly p s e .  " I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e , "  s a y s  

B en son , " t o  t a k e  a  man more s e r i o u s l y  t h a n  by m aking  h im  

t h e  d i a b o l i c a l  h e ro  o f  an  e p i c  poem, and  D rak e , who t o  

Lope was t h e  m a s te r  o f  b l a c k  and  d i r e  m ag ic ,  was t o  h i s  

c o u n try m e n  p o s s e s s e d  o f  superhum an  p o w ers ,  d e r i v e d  fro m

G o d ."^ 5 6  was a s  s e r i o u s l y  b e l i e v e d  a s  was t h e

c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  S p a n is h  p o e t  t h a t  he  had  t h e  pow ers  

o f  h e l l  i n  l e a s h .  D rake was a le g e n d  i n  h i s  own t im e  

j u s t  a s  C o r io la n u s  was i n  h i s .

T h e re  i s  so m e th in g  e l s e  t h a t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  men­

t i o n e d  i n  C o r i o la n u s  t h a t  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

D ra k e — a  drum . Volum nia s a y s  t o  ; V i r g i l i a ,  "M e th in k s  I  

h e a r  h i t h e r  y o u r  h u s b a n d ’ s  d r u m . " 1 ^  an(i h e r  g r a n d so n  i s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  when she- s a y s ,  "He had  r a t h e r  se e  t h e  sw ords  

a n d  h e a r  a  drum , t h a n  lo o k  upon h i s  s c h o o l m a s t e r , "  t o  

w h ic h  V a l e r i a  a n s w e r s ,  "O’ my w ord , t h e  f a t h e r ’ s  s o n . " ^ ^  

L a t e r ,  V olum nia  s a y s  t h e  drums " a r e  t h e  u s h e r s  o f  M a rc iu s  

b e f o r e  h im  he  c a r r i e s  n o i s e ,  and  b e h in d  him  he l e a v e s

• ^ B e n s o n ,  p .  2 3 0 . 1 5 7 i .  3 .  3 3

15S1 . 3 . 5S-60
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t e a r s . n^59 ^ g  F i r s -t C o n s p i r a t o r  s a y s ,  ”He r e t u r n s  /  

S p l i t t i n g  t h e  a i r  w i t h  n o i s e . "160  c o r i o l a n u s  h i m s e l f  

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t :

W e l l ,  I  m ust  d o ’ t :
Away, my d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and  p o s s e s s  me
Some h a r l o t ’ s  s p i r i t !  My t h r o a t  o f  w a r  be  t u r n ’ d
Which q u i r ’d w i th  my drum, i n t o  a p ip e  . . . I 01

And i n  t h e  f i n a l  l i n e s  o f  t h e  p l a y ,  A u f i d i u s  s a y s  s a d l y ,  

" B e a t  t h o u  t h e  drum, t h a t  i t  s p e a k  m o u r n f u l l y r " 162 The 

drum i s  m e n t io n e d  s e v e r a l  more t im e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p l a y .  

Why i s  t h e r e  so  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  drum? B ecau se  D ra k e ’ s 

drum was one o f  h i s  m ost p r e c i o u s  p o s s e s s i o n s .  I t  was a  

b e a u t i f u l  new i n s t r u m e n t  w h ich  he  b o u g h t  t o  t a k e  w i t h  

h im  on h i s  voyage  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r ld  and  a f t e r  t h a t  he 

n e v e r  t r a v e l l e d  w i t h o u t  i t .  The l i t t l e  drum , w h ich  was 

h i s  m a s c o t ,  c an  be  s e e n  t o d a y  i n  t h e  h o u se  D rake b o u g h t  

f ro m  S i r  R ic h a r d  G r e n v i l l e - 1 :^  A f t e r  he  w as k n i g h t e d ,  he 

h a d  t h e  c o a t - o f - a r m s  t h a t  t h e  Queen h a d  g iv e n  him  p a i n t e d  

on t h e  drum . I n  P l u t a r c h ’ s  d i s c o u r s e  on t h e  l i f e  o f  C or­

i o l a n u s  t h e r e  i s  no m e n t io n  a t  a l l  o f  a  drum . However,

In E n g la n d  i t  i s  a  commonplace t o  c o n n e c t  D rake w i t h  t h e  

image o f  a  drum . T h is  i n s e r t i o n  o f  a  s m a l l  b u t  o b v io u s  

e le m e n t  i n t o  t h e  p l a y  seem s a s t r o n g  c l u e  t h a t  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e  had  D rake i n  mind when he was w r i t i n g  t h i s  p l a y .

1592 .  1 .  160 l 6 0 5 . 6 .  5 0 -1  l 6 l 3 . 2 .  11 0-5

■^^5* 6 . 150 ^ ^ B e n so n , p . 112 .
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I n  The R e a d e r ’ s  E n c y c lo p e d ia  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r

t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  " D r a k e ’ s  Drum" i s :

A g h o s t l y  w a r n in g .  From a  p o p u l a r  l e g e n d  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  w h ic h  S i r  F r a n c i s  D r a k e ’ s  drum i s  h e a r d  w h en ev e r  
E n g la n d  i s  i n  d a n g e r .  I m m o r ta l i z e d  by  S i r  K enry  New- 
b o l t  i n  h i s  poem D r a k e ’ s  Drum ( 1 9 1 4 ) .1 ° 4

D rake  was v e r y  f o n d  o f  m usic  an d  h a d  w i t h  him  on

on  h i s  v o y a g e s  s e v e r a l  men who p l a y e d  v i o l i n s .  Som etim es

he j o i n e d  i n  m aking  m u sic  w i t h  t h e  v i o l i n i s t s  w i t h  h i s

d rum . V ery  o f t e n  he  r e q u e s t e d  t h e y  p l a y  w h i l e  he  had

h i s  m e a l s . - ^ 5  j n  C o r i o l a n u s . t h e  T h i r d  S e rv in g -m a n  s a y s :

T o-m orrow ; t o - d a y ;  p r e s e n t l y ;  you  s h a l l  h av e  t h e  
drum s t r u c k  up t h i s  m o rn in g :  ’ t i s ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  a 
p a r c e l  o f  t h e i r  f e a s t ,  an d  t o  be  e x e c u te d  e r e  t h e y  
w ipe  t h e i r  l i p s . l ° 6

T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  p l a y  t h e r e  a r e  s t a g e  d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  j o i n

t h e  drum w i t h  t h e  t r u m p e t s :

" g o in g  w i t h  drum a n d  t r u m p e t . "167

" t r u m p e t s  sound, and  d r u m s ."^66

" t r u m p e t s ,  h a u tb o y s ,  drum s b e a t .  " - ^ 9

I t  i s  t h e  same i n  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  D rake  i n  t h e  c h r o n i c l e s .

T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  h i s  e x p l o i t s  t h e r e  i s  t h e

f r e q u e n t  a n d  r e p e a t e d  r e f e r e n c e  t o  drum s an d  t r u m p e t s ,

s u c h  a s :

1_6Zl
The R e a d e r ’ s  E n c y c lo p e d ia .  E n c y c lo p e d ia  

o f  W orld  L i t e r a t u r e  and  t h e  A r t s ,  w i t h  S u p p le m e n t , e d .  
W i l l i a m  Rose B e n e t .  (New Y ork: C r o w e l l ,  194$ and  1 9 5 5 )•

■ ^ B e n s o n ,  p . 4 1 . 5 . 2 1 1 -4
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T h e i r  s e v e r a l  a rm s ,  v i z . ,  s i x  t a r g e t s ,  s i x  f i r e -  
p i k e s ,  tw e lv e  p i k e s ,  t w e n t y - f o u r  m u sk e ts  and  c a l i -  
v e r s ,  s i x t e e n  bows an d  s i x  p a r t i s a n s ,  two d rum s,
a n d  two t r u m p e t s .  70

And l e a v i n g  one h a l f e  o f  h i s  men w i th  a  t ru m p e t  i n  
a  f o r t  w h ic h  was t h e r e ,  h ee  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  e n t e r e d  
t h e  tow ne w i t h o u t  d o in g  a n y  harm e t i l l  h ee  came a t  
t h e  m a rk e t  p l a c e :  and  t h e r e  h i s  company d i s c h a r g i n g  
t h e i r  c a l i v e r s ,  a n d  s o u n d in g  t h e i r  t r u m p e t s  (w h ich  
made a  g r e a t  n o y se  i n  t h e  to w n e)  w ere  an sw e red  by  
t h e i r  f e l l o w e s  i n  t h e  f o r t e ,  who d i s c h a r g e d  and 
so u n d e d  i n  l i k e  m a n e r .1 ' !

O th e r  w ou ld  c a r r y  m u sk e ts  a n d  c u l l i v e r s ,  and  two 
w ou ld  be  armed m e r e ly  w i t h  lo u d  b r a y i n g  t r u m p e t s ,  
a n d  two w i t h  d ru m s— m ost i m p o r t a n t .172

T h e re  i s  a  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e  way b o th

h e r o e s  w ere  h o n o re d  on  t h e i r  v i c t o r i o u s  r e t u r n s .  Comin-

i u s  d e c l a r e s :

F o r  w h a t  he  d i d  b e f o r e  C o r i o l i ,  c a l l  h im ,
W ith  a l l  t h e  a p p la u s e  and  c la m o u r  o f  t h e  h o s t ,
CAIUS MARCIUS CORIOLANUS!

T ru m p e ts  so u n d ,  and  d rum s. ^

And i n  t h e  se c o n d  a c t ,  t h e  H e r a ld  s h o u t s :

Know, Rome, t h a t  a l l  a lo n e  M a rc iu s  d id  f i g h t  
W i th in  C o r i o l i  g a t e s :  w here  he  h a t h  won,
W ith  fam e , a  name t o  C a iu s  M a rc iu s ;  t h e s e  
I n  h o n o u r  f o l l o w s  C o r i o l a n u s .
Welcome t o  Rome, renow ned  C o r io la n u s !
My g e n t l e  M a r c iu s ,  w o r th y  C a iu s ,  and  1 ,
By d e e d - a c h i e v i n g  h o n o u r  new ly  nam’d . 1 '^

When D rake r e t u r n e d  f ro m  h i s  t r i p  a ro u n d  t h e  w o r ld ,  he

to o  was h o n o rd d  by h a v in g  h i s  name changed  by a n  a d d i t i o n

170N i c h o l s ,  p .  1 3 9 .  ^ H a k l u y t ,  6 :1 5 3 .

172B enson , p .  5 9 . 1731 .  9 .  61-5

17^2 . 1 . 163-4



t o  i t ,  and  a l s o  w i t h  g r e a t  ce rem ony . On 4 A p r i l  15$1 ,

t h e  crow ds c h e e re d  a s  Queen E l i z a b e t h  w en t i n  s t a t e  t o

v i s i t  Drake on t h e  G olden  H inde  a t  D e p t f o r d .

She was s e r v e d  w i th  su c h  a b a n q u e t  a s  had  n e v e r  
b e en  s e e n  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  h e r  f a t h e r ’ s  m a g n i f i ­
c e n c e ,  an d  when d i n n e r  was d one , i n  open  d e f i a n c e  
o f  t h e  K ing o f  S p a in ,  who had  demanded D r a k e 's  h e a d ,  
sh e  b a d e  t h e  c u l p r i t  k n e e l  b e f o r e  h e r ,  f o r  now sh e  
h ad  a  g o ld e n  sw ord t o  s t r i k e  i t  o f f ,  an d  a t  h e r  
b i d d i n g  t h e r e  was k n i g h t e d ,  a s  Mendoza a c i d l y  r e ­
m ark s ,  " t h e  m a s t e r - t h i e f  o f  t h e  unknown w o r l d . ”
Arms, t o o ,  s h e  gave t h e  t h i e f ,  w i t h  a  c r e s t  t h a t  
commemorated h i s  e x p l o i t ,  and  t h e  s h i p  t h a t  had  
c a r r i e d  him  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  a  s h e d . a t  D e p t f o r d ,  
w h e re ,  d r y - s h o d ,  she  s h o u ld  be a  s t a n d i n g  m em o ria l  
o f  t h a t  lo n g  f u r r o w .

D ra k e ,  l i k e  C o r i o l a n u s ,  a lw a y s  saw t h a t  h i s  men 

w ere  w e l l  re w a rd e d  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  F i r s t ,  C o r i o l a n u s ,  

when C om in ius  o f f e r s  him  one t e n t h  o f  a l l  t h e  t r e a s u r e  

t a k e n  s a y s :

I  th a n k  y o u , g e n e r a l ;
But c a n n o t  make my h e a r t  c o n s e n t  t o  t a k e  
A b r i b e  t o  pay  my sw ord : I  do r e f u s e  i t ;
And s t a n d  upon my common p a r t . w i t h  t h o s e  
T h a t  h ave  b e h o ld  t h e  d o in g .^ 7 o

T hen , D rake , h a v in g  r e c e i v e d  f o u r  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d  f rom

t h e  I n d i a n  P e d ro ,  r e c e i v e d  i t

i n  m ost k in d  s o r t ,  b u t  t o o k  i t  n o t  t o  h i s  own b e n e ­
f i t ,  b u t  c a u s e d  i t  t o  be c a s t  i n t o  t h e  w hole  Adven­
t u r e  s a y i n g ,  i t  was j u s t  t h a t  t h e y  w h ic h  b a r e  p a r t  
w i th  h im  o f  h i s  b u rd e n  i n  s e t t i n g  h im  t o  s e a ,  s h o u ld  
e n jo y  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  b e n e f i t  w h a t s o e v e r  a t
h i s  r e t u r n . 1 ' '

" ^ B e n s o n ,  p .  1 7 7 .

17 6 1 .  9 .  3 6 -4 0  
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N ich o ls ,  p . 202 .
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C o r i o l a n u s  i s  g iv e n  t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e  by  Com- 

i n i u s :
— o f  a l l  t h e  h o r s e s , —

W hereo f we h ave  t a ’ en  g o o d , and  good s t o r e , — o f  a l l  
The t r e a s u r e  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  a c h ie v e d  and  c i t y ,
We r e n d e r  you  t h e  t e n t h ;  t o  be  t a ’ en  f o r t h ,
B e fo re  t h e  common d i s t r i b u t i o n ,
At .y o u r  o n l y  c h o i c e . 1 7 °

When D rake r e t u r n e d  f ro m  h i s  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,

t h e  Queen gave  h im  t e n  th o u s a n d  pounds f o r  h i m s e l f  b e f o r e

t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e  w as r e g i s t e r e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a

s u i t a b l e  b o n u s  f o r  h i s  crew.-*-79

I n  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  p l a y ,  C o r i o l a n u s  i s  u rg e d

t o  go " f ro m  t h e  c a s q u e  t o  t h e  c u s h i o n , "16 0  ^ h a t  i s ,  f rom

t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d  t o  t h e  s e n a t e ;  b u t  i n  t h e  en d  he i s  r e ­

j e c t e d  by  t h e  p e o p le  and  d i s a p p e a r s  f ro m  Rome. Drake 

a l s o  w i th d re w  fro m  t h e  s e a  b a t t l e s  o f  E n g la n d  f o r  a  w h i l e ,  

b u t  he  was more s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  " t o  t h e  c u s h ­

i o n . "  He r e t i r e d  t o  P ly m ou th  f o r  a  s p e l l  o f  d o m e s t ic  

l i f e  and  w as e l e c t e d  Mayor i n  15&1. I n  1563  an d  1564  

he  s a t  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  a s  a  member f o r  B o s s in e y  i n  C o rn w a l l ,  

a n d  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  b o a r d  o f  s u b - c o m m is s io n e r s  t o

a d v i  e t h e  r o y a l  c o m m iss io n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  n a v y . 04'
When B r u tu s  i s  s t i r r i n g  up t h e  c i t i z e n s  a g a i n s t

C o r i o l a n u s ,  he  t e l l s  them  t o  p l a c e  t h e  b lam e on h i m s e l f  and

S i c i n i u s  f o r  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  C o r io la n u s :

17gl .  9 . 31-6  179lienson, p . 175.

l g 04 . 7 . 43 l 8l Benson, pp. 179-62.
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Ay, s p a r e  u s  n o t .  Say  we r e a d  l e c t u r e s  t o  you ,
How y o u n g ly  he  b e g a n  t o  s e r v e  h i s  c o u n t r y .
How lo n g  c o n t i n u e d ,  a n d  w h a t  s t o c k  he  s p r i n g s  o f , — 
The n o b le  h o u se  o 1 t h e  M a rc ia n s  . . .

Of t h e  same h o u se  P u b l i u s  a n d  Q u in tu s  w e r e ,  * 
T h a t  o u r  b e s t  w a t e r  b r o u g h t  by  c o n d u i t s  h i t h e r .

I t  was n o t  D ra k e ’ s  f a m i l y ,  b u t  D rake h i m s e l f  who, w h i le  

he  was Mayor i n  P ly m o u th ,  h a d  a  r e s e r v o i r  b u i l t  j u s t  o u t ­

s i d e  t h e  tow n w here  w a t e r  f rom  t h e  Meavy R iv e r  was c o l ­

l e c t e d  and  t h e n  b r o u g h t  t h r o u g h  e i g h t  m i l e s  o f  p i p e s  t o  

t h e  c i t y .  I t  seem s c e r t a i n  t h a t  Drake b o r e  m ost o f . t h e  

e x p e n s e  f o r  t h i s  r e m a r k a b le  e n g i n e e r i n g  f e a t  h i m s e l f .

T h i s  g i f t  t o  t h e  tow n i s  s t i l l  commemorated a n n u a l l y  a t  

t h e  "F ysh yng e  F e a s t e "  on A p r i l  30  when, i n  a  so lem n 

ce rem o n y , t h e  Mayor d r i n k s  a  g o b l e t  o f  w a te r  t o  t h e  

p i o u s  memory o f  S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake and t h e n  t h e  a ssem ­

b l e d  c i t i z e n s  do l i k e w i s e .

S o m e th in g  m ust be s a i d  a b o u t  D ra k e ’s  h a t r e d  

f o r  K ing  P h i l i p  and  e v e r y t h i n g  S p a n i s h ;  i t  was a  p r o ­

fo u n d  c o n te m p t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  c r e a t e d  by  S p a n is h  t r e a c h ­

e r y  a g a i n s t  D rake i n  h i s  e a r l y  d a y s  on t h e  S p a n is h  M ain .

I t  w o u ld  be i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  w h ic h  h a t r e d  was s t r o n g e r :  

t h a t  b e tw e e n  D rake a n d  P h i l i p ,  o r  t h a t  b e tw ee n  C o r io la n u s  

a n d  A u f i d i u s  i n  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  p l a y .  " T h i s  i s  th e  

man o f  my s o u l ’ s  h a t e ,  A u f i d i u s . A n d  t o  h i s  f a c e  he 

s a y s ,  " I ’ l l  f i g h t  w i t h  none b u t  t h e e ;  f o r  I  do h a t e  t h e e  /

1
2 .  3 .  2 3 3 -4 0

l8 3 L a d y  E l i o t t  D ra k e ,  F a m ily  a n d  H e i r s  o f  S i r  
D rake  (London: S m ith  & E l d e r  an d  C o . ,  1 9 1 1 ) ,  1 :1 1 1 .
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W orse t h a n  a p r o m i s e - b r e a k e r . "  At San J u a n  d rU l l u a ,  t h e  

S p a n i s h  C a p ta in  was a  p r o m i s e - b r e a k e r . A u f i d i u s  a n s w e r s ,  

"We h a t e  a l i k e :  /  Not A f r i c  owns a  s e r p e n t  I  a b h o r  /  More 

t h a n  t h y  fame an d  envy."1^5  The m u tu a l  h a t r e d  a n d  envy  

b e tw e e n  t h e  two men i s  a  r u n n in g  them e i n  t h e  p l a y .

AUFIDIUS
Em barkm ents a l l  o f  f u r y ,  s h a l l  l i f t  up  
T h e i r  r o t t e n  p r i v i l e g e  and  cus tom  ’g a i n s t  
My h a t e  t o  M a rc iu s :  w here  I  f i n d  h im , w ere  i t  
At home, upon  my b r o t h e r ’ s  g u a r d ,  o v e r  t h e r e ,
A g a in s t  t h e  h o s p i t a b l e  c a n o n ,  w ould I  
Wash my f i e r c e  hand  i n  ’ s  h e a r t .

CORIOLANUS
Spake he o f  me?

LARTIUS 
He d i d ,  my l o r d .

CORIOLANUS
How? w hat?

LARTIUS
How o f t e n  he  had  m e t .y o u ,  sw ord  t o  sw ord ;
T h a t  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  upon  t h e  e a r t h  he  h a t e d  
Your p e r s o n  m o s t ;  t h a t  he w o u ld  pawn h i s  f o r t u n e s  
To h o p e l e s s  r e s t i t u t i o n ,  so  .he m igh t 
Be c a l l ’d y o u r  v a n q u i s h e r . 157

A f t e r  t h e  h o r r e n d o u s  i n c i d e n t  a t  San  J u a n  d ’U l l u a ,  "d rum - 

t a p s  w ere  t h e  m usic  t o  w h ic h  he ^D rakeJ m arch ed  h e n c e ­

f o r t h  i n  h i s  l i f e - l o n g  w ar a g a i n s t  th e  c h i e f e s t  an d  m ost 

dam nab le  o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  c o u n t r i e s , ’»1SS ^ 1  t h e  n a r ­

r a t i v e s  a b o u t  D r a k e ’ s e x p l o i t s  r e l a t e  " t h e  s c o u r g e s  he  

h a t h  l a i d  upon t h e  S p a n is h  n a t i o n . "1^9  And C o r io la n u s . ,  i s

1 S51 . S .  2 -4

l 86l .  1 0 . 2 2 -7  l S 73 .  1 .  12 -7

■ ^ B e n s o n ,  p .  4 2 .  1^ H a k l u y t ,  4= 3 1 2 .
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t o l d ,  "You have  d e s e r v e d  n o b ly  o f  y o u r  c o u n t r y  . . .

You have  b e en  a s c o u r g e  t o  h e r  e n e m ie s ." 1 9 0

The s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw ee n  C o r i o l a n u s  an d  D rake 

e n d s  s h a r p l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  when C o r i o l a n u s  a t t a c k s  h i s  

own c i t y ,  an  a c t  w h ic h  n e v e r  c o u ld  h av e  b e e n  done by  

D ra k e .  However, i n  rem em b erin g  D r a k e ' s  o b s e s s i v e  p a t ­

r i o t i s m  an d  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  become v i o l e n t l y  a n g r y ,  we 

m ust a t  l e a s t  c o n s i d e r  C o r i o l a n u s ' s  v i o l e n t  t e m p e r  a s '  

one p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  a t t a c k  on Rome. He s a y s  

t o  A u f i d i u s :

My name i s  C a iu s  M a r c iu s ,  who h a t h  done 
To t h e e  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  a n d  t o  a l l  V o ls c e s  
G r e a t  h u r t  a n d  m i s c h i e f ;  t h e r e t o  w i t n e s s  may 
My su rn a m e , C o r i o l a n u s :  t h e  p a i n f u l  s e r v i c e ,
The e x tre m e  d a n g e r s ,  a n d  t h e  d r o p s  o f  b lo o d  
Shed f o r  my t h a n k l e s s  c o u n t r y ,  a r e  r e q u i t e d  
But w i t h  t h a t  su rn a m e ; a good  memory,
And w i t n e s s  o f  t h e  m a l i c e  a n d  d i s p l e a s u r e  
Which t h o u  s h o u l d s t  b e a r  me: o n ly  t h a t  name 

r e m a in s ;
The c r u e l t y  an d  envy  o f  t h e  p e o p le ,
P e r m i t t e d  by  o u r  d a s t a r d  n o b l e s ,  who
Have a l l  f o r s o o k  me, h a t h  d e v o u r 'd  t h e  r e s t ;
And s u f f e r ' d  me by  t h e  v o i c e  o f  s l a v e s  t o  be  
Whoopt o u t  o f  Rome. Now, t h i s  e x t r e m i t y  
H ath  b r o u g h t  me t o  t h y  h e a r t h ;  n o t  o u t  o f  h o p e — 
M is ta k e  me n o t — t o  s a v e  my l i f e ;  f o r  i f  
I  h a d  f e a r ' d  d e a t h ,  o f  a l l  t h e  men ' n  t h e  w o r ld  
I  w ou ld  h a v e  'v o i d e d  t h e e ;  b u t  i n  mere s p i t e .
To be  f u l l  q u i t  o f  t h o s e  my b a n i s h e r s  . . . 1 “ !

When, i n  t h e  summer o f  1 5 ^ 9 , D r a k e ' s  a t t a c k  on

S p a in  was p ro n o u n c e d  a f a i l u r e  i n  London, an d  he  r e t u r n e d ,

a l o n e ,  d i s c o n s o l a t e ,  a n d  u n h e r a l d e d ,  he  r e l u c t a n t l y  w en t

o f f  t o  P lym outh  t o  become c h a in e d  t o  t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h e

n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  As h e  w i th d r e w  f r o m ' t h e  s e a - f i g h t i n g

19° 2 . 3 .  37-9 1?14 .  5. 62-80



w h ic h  he lo v e d  he  m ig h t  w e l l  h av e  s a i d  t o  K ing  P h i l i p :

My name i s  S i r  F r a n c i s  D ra k e ,  who h a t h  done 
To t h e e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  and  t o  a l l  S p a n i a r d s  
G r e a t  h u r t  and  m i s c h i e f ;  t h e r e t o  w i t n e s s  may 
My t i t l e ,  S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake :  t h e  p a i n f u l  s e r v i c e ,
•*■0 e x tre m e  d a n g e r s ,  e t c .

C o r i o l a n u s  had  f l e d  fro m  Rome t o  s p i t e  h i s  t r a i t o r ­

o u s  b a n i s h e r s .  He c o n s i d e r e d  them  t h e  t r a i t o r s  o f  Rome, 

n o t  h i m s e l f .  When, e a r l i e r ,  i n  h i s  a n g e r ,  he  h ad  s h o u te d  

t o  h i s  a rm y, "Mend an d  c h a rg e  home, /  O r, by  t h e  f i r e s  

o f  h e a v e n ,  I ' l l  l e a v e  t h e  f o e  /  And make my w a rs  on y o u ."  

h e  was p r e d i c t i n g  h i s  f u t u r e  a c t i o n ,  b u t  h e r e  a g a i n ,  h i s  

r a g e  was n o t  a g a i n s t  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who 

w o u ld  n o t  d e f e n d  Rome a s  f i e r c e l y  a s  he d i d .  C o r io la n u s  

n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  a  t r a i t o r  t o  Rome. F u r n e s s  s a y s

I s  i t  n o t  a lm o s t  an  e x a g g e r a t e d  p a t r i o t i s m  t h a t  
c a u s e s  h i s  r a g e  a t  t h o s e  who h o l d  b a c k  f ro m  t h e  d e ­
f e n s e  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ?  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  he  c o n ­
s i d e r s  h i s  own d e f e c t i o n  n o t  a s  t r e a c h e r y ,  b u t  a s  
a n  a c t i o n  j u s t i f i e d  by  t h e  i n g r a t i t u d e  o f  h i s  own 
c o u n try m e n .  S in c e  C o r i o l a n u s  i s  n o t  an  enemy t o  
h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  f a l s e  n o b le s  
who r u l e  i t ,  i t  may be t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  i n  e n d in g  
t h e  p l a y  a s  he  d i d ,  was p r e s e n t i n g  a  p l e a  f o r  
p e a c e .

E a r l y  i n  t h e  p l a y  C o r i o l a n u s  s a y s :

P l a n t  lo v e  among * s !
T hrong  o u r  l a r g e  t e m p le s  w i t h  t h e  show s o f  p e a c e ,
And n o t  o u r  s t r e e t s  w i t h  w a r 1^94

T h ese  w ords  so und  v e r y  much lik fe  one o f  t o d a y ' s  p o p u l a r

s l o g a n s :  "Make p e a c e ,  n o t  w a r ! "  When V olum nia  a p p e a l s

1921 . 4 .  3S-4 0  F u r n e s s ,  p .  1 0 6 .
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t o  C o r i o l a n u s ,  sh e  a p p e a l s  on t h e  g ro u n d s  o f  p e a c e ,  n o t  

c o n t i n u e d  w ar:

Our s u i t
I s ,  t h a t  you  r e c o n c i l e  them ; w h i l e  t h e  V o ls c e s  
May s a y ,  ’T h is  m ercy  we h av e  show ’ d ; '  t h e  Romans, 
’T h i s  we r e c e i v ’ d ; ’ a n d  e a c h  i n  e i t h e r  s i d e  
G ive  t h e  a l l - h a i l  t o  t h e e ,  an d  c r y ,  ’ Be b l e s s ’d 
F o r  m aking  up t h i s  p e a c e ! ’195

L a t e r  C o r i o l a n u s  p r a i s e s  h i s  m o th e r  f o r  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t

p e a c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  two n a t i o n s :

0 my m o th e r!  m o th e r !  0 !
You h ave  won a  h a p p y  v i c t o r y  t o  Rome;
B u t ,  f o r  y o u r  s o n ,  b e l i e v e  i t ,  0 b e l i e v e  i t ,
M ost d a n g e r o u s l y  you  have  w i t h  h im  p r e v a i l ’d ,
I f  n o t  m ost m o r t a l  t o  h im . B u t ,  l e t  i t  c o m e .— 
A u f i d i u s ,  th o u g h  I  c a n n o t  make t r u e  w a rs ,
I ’ 11  f ram e  c o n v e n i e n t  p e a c e .

L a d i e s ,  you d e s e r v e  
To h a v e  a  t e m p le  b u i l t  you: a l l  t h e  sw ords  
I n  I t a l y ,  and  h e r  c o n f e d e r a t e  a rm s ,
C ou ld  n o t  h av e  made t h i s  p e a c e . 1 9 6

•Lt  may be u s e f u l  t o  r e c a l l  h e r e  t h a t  D ra k e ’ s 

b u r n i n g  d e s i r e  was t o  f r a c t u r e  i n  an y  way p o s s i b l e  t h e  

s t r e n g t h  o f  S p a in .  The s a f e t y  o f  E n g la n d  was h i s  one 

o b s e s s i o n .  When t h e  Queen a s k e d  him  t o  a t t a c k  a f l e e t  f ro m  

I n d i a  t h a t  was c a r r y i n g  a n  e x p e n s iv e  c a r g o ,  he r e f u s e d .

He h a t e d  t h e  K ing  o f  S p a in  more t h a n  he  lo v e d  g o l d .  I n ­

s t e a d  he  f u s s e d  o v e r  h i s  wounded and s i c k  crew  m em bers, 

a n d  r e f u s e d  t h e  Q u een ’s  r e q u e s t .  He was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  h a rm in g  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  b u t  S p a i n .  He and  Hawkins 

b u s i e d  t h e m s e lv e s  a t  t h i s  t im e  w i t h  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  t h e

1955. 3- 135-40 1965 . 3 . 185- 91 , 206-9
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"Chatham  C h e s t"  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  i n d i g e n t  s a i l o r s . ^97 

Drake was n o t  a w a r - l i k e  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  sensfe 

t h a t  he  e n jo y e d  k i l l i n g  a n d  m aim ing . N ev er  h a d  he 

to u c h e d  a woman o r  an  unarm ed man; n e v e r  h ad  he  k i l l e d  

h i s  p r i s o n e r s  o r  t r e a t e d  them  o t h e r w i s e  th a n ,  k i n d l y ;  

and  i n  t h e  end he a lw ays s e t  them  f r e e .  A l l  t h e i r  r e ­

c o rd e d  t e s t i m o n i e s  w a r r a n t  t h i s  t o  h av e  b e e n  s o .  The 

s t o r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  a r e  o f  h i s  r e l e a s e  

o f  p r i s o n e r s .  T here  was o n ly  one  i n c i d e n t  r e c o r d e d  o f  

h i s  e v e r  h a v in g  d e l i b e r a t e l y  k i l l e d  a  man; t h i s  was t h e  

man who h a d  k i l l e d  h i s  l i t t l e  m e s s e n g e r  boy  who h a d  b e e n  

s e n t  w i t h  a  m essage t o  t h e  G o v e rn o r  o f  one o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  

to w n s .  N ic h o ls  w r o te :

Of a l l  men t a k e n  . . .  we n e v e r  o f f e r e d  a n y  k in d  
o f  v i o l e n c e  t o  a n y ,  a f t e r  t h e y  w e re  o n ce  come u n d e r  
o u r  pow er; b u t  e i t h e r  p r e s e n t l y  d i s m i s s e d  them  i n  
s a f e t y ,  o r  k e e p in g  them  w i t h  u s  some l o n g e r  t im e ,  
we a lw a y s  p r o v id e d  f o r  t h e i r  s u s t e n a n c e  a s  f o r  ftHr “ 
s e l v e s  . . . t i l l  . . .  we s e t  them  a l s o  f r e e . y°

A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  r e c o r d s  i t  was n o t  i l l o g i c a l  f o r  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e  t o  u se  Drake a s  a  f i g u r e  on w h ic h  t o  m odel C o r i o ­

l a n u s ,  D rake  who, i n  t h e  e n d ,  h e lp e d  c r e a t e  p e a c e  f o r  E ng land*  

D r a k e ' s  " b a n is h m e n t"  s h o u ld  a l s o  be  e x p l a i n e d .

I n  158S D rake and  S i r  Jo h n  N o r r e y s ,  who h a d  b e e n  m a r s h a l  

o f  t h e  l a n d  f o r c e s  i n  E n g la n d  w h i l e  t h e  Armada was on t h e  

c o a s t ,  h a t c h e d  a  scheme t o  c a p t u r e  L is b o n  and  t h e  A z o re s

197Benson, p . 269 19% i c h o l s ,  pp . 150-202.



an d  s e t  Don A n to n io  on t h e  t h r o n e  o f  P o r t u g a l .  T h is  e x ­

p e d i t i o n  was f i n a n c e d  b y  a  p r i v a t e  w a r - s y n d i c a t e  a n d  

s a i l e d  from  Dover i n  May o f  15$9 w i t h  t h e  Q ueen ’ s  c o n s e n t  

and  c o o p e r a t i o n .  I t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  e x p e d i t i o n  t h a t  had  

e v e r  l e f t  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  E n g la n d — ISO s h i p s  an d  1 6 ,0 0 0  

t r o o p s *  The p r o j e c t  was a  c o m p le te  f a i l u r e .  A f t e r  many 

m ish ap s  an d  m i s a d v e n t u r e s ,  D rake r e t u r n e d  on t h e  Revenge 

a lo n e  an d  t r e a s u r e l e s s . T h e re  was no w e lco m in g  crow d 

a w a i t i n g  h im  t h i s  t i m e .  L is b o n  was n o t  t a k e n ,  Don A n to n io  

was n o t  c row ned , an d  D rake  was d i s c r e d i t e d , 1 9 9 j n R0me, 

C o r io la n u s  had  j e a l o u s  e n e m ie s ,  S i c in iu s  an d  B r u t u s .

SICINIUS
D oubt n o t

The com m oners, f o r  whom we s t a n d ,  b u t  t h e y  
Upon t h e i r  a n c i e n t  m a l i c e ,  w i l l  f o r g e t ,
W ith  t h e  l e a s t  c a u s e ,  t h o s e  h i s  new h o n o u r s ;  w h ich  
T h a t  he  w i l l  g i v e  them  make I  a s  l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  
As he i s  p ro u d  t o  do ’ t . 200

. . . b u t  you  fo u n d ,
S c a l i n g  h i s  p r e s e n t  b e a r i n g  w i t h  h i s  p a s t ,
T h a t  h e ’ s  y o u r  f i x e d  enemv. an d  re v o k e  
Your su d d e n  a p p r o b a t i o n . 201

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  r e v o k i n g  o f  a p p r o b a t i o n ,  C o r i o l a n u s

i s  b a n i s h e d :  "we, /  Even f ro m  t h i s  i n s t a n t ,  b a n i s h  him

o u r  c i t y ,  /  . . . n e v e r  more . . . /  To e n t e r  o u r  Roman

g a t e s . ” 202

I n  London, D rake a l s o  h a d  j e a l o u s  e n e m ie s ;  h i s  

fo rm e r  d e e d s  w ere  f o r g o t t e n ;  and  a p p r o b a t i o n  w as r e v o k e d .

199B en son , p p .  2 7 0 -2 S 2 .  2002 .  1 .  226-33
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Though h e  h a d  o f t e n  b r o u g h t  sh o w ers  o f  g o ld  t o  t h e  Queen, 

th o u g h  h e  h ad  c h a s e d  t h e  S p a n i s h  Armada o f f  t h e  c o a s t s  o f  

E n g la n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  s i n g l e  s h i p ,  th o u g h  he had  

i n f l i c t e d  more damage on t h e  enemy t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  Eng­

l a n d ' s  s e a - c a p t a i n s  co m bin ed , Queen E l i z a b e t h  p u t  him 

s t r a i g h t  i n t o  t h e  b l a c k e s t  o f  h e r  b o oks  and  from  t h a t  

t im e  u n t i l  t h e  end  o f  1592 r e f u s e d  ev en  t o  c o n s i d e r  

g i v i n g  t h e  c o n q u e ro r  o f  t h e  Armada an y  command a t  s e a .

She h a d  l o s t  h e r  i n v e s tm e n t s  i n  h i s  l a s t  a d v e n t u r e ,  and  

n o t h i n g  t h a t  he  h ad  done b e f o r e  c o u ld  a to n e  f o r  t h a t .

He was g u i l t y  on a l l  c o u n t s ,  and  th o u g h  he  had  
b u r n e d  h a l f  C orunna and  a l l  V ig o , had  d e s t r o y e d  
a n  enorm ous q u a n t i t y  o f  s t o r e s ,  and  t a k e n  s i x t y  
s h i p s  w h ic h  w ere  i n t e n d e d  f o r  a  new Armada, 
n o t h i n g  made up f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  l o o t .  I t  was a 
r a r e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l  t h o s e  who, l i k e  F r o b i s h e r ,  
L o rd  H enry  Seymour and  L o rd  Howard, w ere  f r a n k l y  
j e a l o u s — no a l lo w a n c e  was mdde f o r  t h e  s tu p e n d o u s  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  he h ad  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  
p r o p e r  a r t i l l e r y  and  s e i g e - t r a i n  t h e  q ueen  h a d  prom­
i s e d ,  f o r  t h e  t e r r i b l e  s i c k n e s s  w h ich  h ad  p la y e d  
h a v o c  w i t h  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  h i s  t r o o p s  and  c re w s .

B oth  D rake an d  C o r i o l a n u s  h e a r d  t h e  a c c la im in g  

c h e e r s  t u r n  t o  s i l e n c e :  "The p e o p le  a r e  i n c e n s 'd  a g a i n s t  

h i m . n 2 0 4

Though I  have  p r e s e n t e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  

a n d  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw ee n  C o r i o l a n u s  an d  D ra k e ,  i t  m ust be r e ­

m embered t h a t  r a r e l y  d i d  S h a k e s p e a r e  u se  a n  a b s o l u t e ,  u n ­

d i l u t e d  r e f l e c t i o n  f o r  one o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s .  Even i f  t h e

2^ B e n s o n ,  p .  2B2.
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The above engraving is from  De Loutherbourg’s picture in the 
Painted Hall at Greenwich.
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p r i n c i p a l  r e f l e c t i o n s  h e r e  a r e  o f  D ra k e ,  t h e r e  a r e  l e s ­

s e r  r e f l e c t i o n s  t h a t  s u g g e s t  o t h e r  a d v e n t u r e r s  a n d  i t  i s  

more t h a n  l i k e l y  t h a t  C o r i o l a n u s  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  c o m p o s i te  

p o r t r a i t  o f  s e v e r a l  v o y a g e r s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  e x ­

p e d i t i o n s  t o  A m e r ic a .

C o r i o l a n u s ' s  f i g h t i n g  " a l o n e ” i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

e le m e n t  i n  t h e  p l a y  and  i s  s t r i k i n g l y  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  S i r  

R ic h a r d  G r e n v i l l e ’ s  c o u ra g e o u s  and  h e r o i c  s t a n c e  i n  15>91 a g a i n s t  

t h e  S p a n is h  when t h e  R e v e n g e , on w h ic h  he s a i l e d  a s  

v i c e - A d m ir a l  t o  L o rd  Howard, was c u t  o f f  f ro m  t h e  r e s t  

o f  t h e  f l e e t  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  s q u a d r o n .

Though he  was u r g e d  t o  t u r n  b a c k ,  he  r e f u s e d  an d  f o u g h t  

a l l  day  and  n i g h t  a l o n e ,  s i n k i n g  f o u r  o f  t h e  S p a n is h  

s h i p s .  G r e n v i l l e  was m o r t a l l y  w ounded, b u t  he  f o u g h t  

t i l l  n o t  an  ounce  o f  pow der r e m a in e d .  The S p a n is h  

c a r r i e d  t h e  wounded E n g lish m a n  on t o  t h e i r  own f l a g s h i p  

w h e re ,  w i t h  awe f o r  su c h  a  c o u ra g e o u s  and  b r a v e  f o e ,  t h e y  

t o o k  c a r e  o f  h im  u n t i l  he  e x p i r e d .

FIRST LORD
B e a r  h e n ce  h i s  b o d y ,

And mourn f o r  him! L e t  h im  be  r e g a r d e d  
As t h e  m ost n o b le  c o r s e  t h a t  e v e r  h e r a l d  
Did f o l l o w  t o  h i s  u r n .

SECOND LORD
H is  own im p a t i e n c e  

T akes  f ro m  A u f i d i u s  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  b la m e .

T h e re  i s  a  c l u e  t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  G r e n v i l l e ’ s  th u n d e r o u s  

v o i c e .  L a r t i u s  s a y s :

Thou w a s t  a  s o l d i e r  
Even t o  C a t o ’ s  w is h ,  n o t  f i e r c e  an d  t e r r i b l e

2°5H akluy t, 5 :4 - 5 .  2065. 6 . 143-7
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O nly  i n  s t r o k e s ,  b u t  w i t h  t h y  g r im  l o o k s  and  
The t h u n d e r - l i k e  p e r c u s s i o n  o f  t h e y  s o u n d s ,
Thou mad1s t  t h i n e  e n e m ie s  sh a k e  a s  i f  t h e  w o r ld  
Were f e v e r o u s  and  d i d  t r e m b l e .

On t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  F u r n e s s  q u o t e s  T h e o b a ld :

L a r t i u s  i s  h e r e  summing up  h i s  f r i e n d ’ s  c h a r a c t e r ,  
a s  a  w a r r i o r  t h a t  w as t e r r i b l e  i n  h i s  s t r o k e s ,  i n  
t h e  t o n e  o f  h i s  v o i c e ,  a n d  t h e  g r im n e s s  o f  h i s  
c o u n te n a n c e  . . . P l u t a r c h ,  i n  t h e  L i f e  o f  C o r io -  
l a n u s ,  s p e a k i n g  o f  h i s  h e r o  s a y s :  "He was a  man 
( t h a t  w h ic h  C a to  r e q u i r ' d  i n  a  w a r r i o r )  n o t  o n ly  
d r e a d f u l  t o  m eet w i t h  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  by  r e a s o n  o f  
h i s  h and  a n d  s t r o k e ,  b u t  i n s u p p o r t a b l e  t o  a n  enemy, 
f o r  t h e  v e r y  t o n e  a n d  a c c e n t  o f  h i s  v o i c e ,  an d  t h e  
s o l e  t e r r o r  o f  h i s  a s p e c t . "208

I n  W estw ard  Ho. w r i t t e n  b y  C h a r l e s  K i n g s l e y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  on S i r  R ic h a r d  G r e n v i l l e :

And t h e n  c h a n g in g  h i s  v o i c e  t o  t h a t  f e a r f u l  l i o n ’ s 
r o a r ,  f o r  w h ic h  he  w as fam ous a n d  w h ic h  i t  seem ed 
i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  l i p s  so  d e l i c a t e  c o u ld  u t t e r ,  he 
t h u n d e r e d  . . .

E s s e x  may a l s o  h av e  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  t h a t  c o m p o s i te

p o r t r a i t .  I n  a  se rm on  p r e a c h e d  a t  P a u l ’ s  C ro s s  i n  1 600 ,

on t h e  f i r s t  Sunday  i n  L e n t ,  R ev . W i l l i a m  B arlo w  r e f e r r e d

t o  t h e  E a r l  o f  E s s e x  a s  a  " f i t  p a r a l e l ” f o r  C o r i o l a n u s .

Men o f  g r e a t  m in d es  and  p a r t s ,  p ro v e  e i t h e r  e x ­
c e l l e n t l y  g o o d , o r  d a n g e r o u s l y  w ic k e d ;  i t  i s  sp o k e n  
b y  P l a t o ,  b u t  a p p ly e d  by  P l u t a r c h  u n to  C o r i o l a n u s ,  
a  g a l l a n t  y o u n g , b u t  d i s c o n t e n t e d  Roman, who m ig h t  
make a  f i t  p a r a l e l  f o r  t h e  l a t e  E a r l e ,  i f  you  r e a d  
h i s  l i f e ;  a n d  t h i s  was c a u s e d ,  a s  he  o f t  c o n f e s s e d  
t o  u s ,  by  t h e  se d u c e m e n t  o f  v a n i t y ,  I  t o l d e  him  i t  
was p r i d e ,  b u t  h i s  w ord was v a n i t i e  an d  lew d c o n c e i t .

Z07l .  4 .  5 6 -61  2o8P u r n e s s ,  p .  1 1 3 .
209C h a r l e s  K i n g s l e y ,  W estw ard  Ho (New Y ork: T . Y. 

C ro w e l l ,  1 9 1 1 ) ,  p .  16B.

2 1 0 r ^ in ia m  B a r lo w , A Sermon p r e a c h e d  a t  P a u le s  
C r o s s e ,  on t h e  f i r s t  Sund ay  i n  L e n t ;  M a r t i . i  1 .  1 6 0 0 , (T on- 
don : U n i v e r s i t y  Law, l 6 o i ) ,  p .  c 4 .
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E s s e x ,  who was a  b a d  g e n e r a l  w a s ,  l i k e  C o r i o l a n u s ,  

a  f e a r l e s s  f i g h t e r ,  and  he h a b i t u a l l y  l e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r ­

e c t e d  t h e  b a t t l e s  he to o k  p a r t  i n .  "My L o rd  o f  E s se x  was

one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  g o t  o v e r  t h e  w a l l s ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e
211s o u l d i e r s  a s  t h e  p l a c e  w ould  g i v e  them  l e a v e . "  *LA The 

im age , t h e n ,  o f  " f i g h t i n g  a lo n e "  w o u ld  a p p l y  t o  h im  v e r y  

a p t l y .

A n o th e r  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  C or­

i o l a n u s  may h ave  b e en  S i r  W a l t e r  R a le g h .  H enry  Pem ber­

t o n  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  l i n e  w h ich  s a y s  t h e  p e o p le  w ere  " i n ­

c e n s 'd  a g a i n s t  h im ":

G e n e r a l l y  he  e n c o u n te r e d  none  b u t  l o o k s  o f  h a t r e d .  
P r e c a u t i o n s  had  t o  be t a k e n  t o  s t e a l  t h e  p l a n t e r  o f  
V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  h e r o  o f  C a d iz ,  t h e  w i t  a n d  p o e t ,  t h e  
s p l e n d i d  g e n t le m a n ,  t h e  l a v i s h  p a t r o n ,  f ro m  t h e  c u r s  
o f  London, w i t h o u t  o u t r a g e  o r  m u rd e r .  I t  was 'h o b  o r  
n o b , '  w r i t e s  Waad t o  C e c i l ,  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  R a le g h  
' s h o u l d  have  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a l i v e  t h r o u g h  su c h  m u l t i ­
t u d e s  o f  u n r u l y  p e o p le  a s  d i d  e x c l a im  a g a i n s t  h i m . '
He a d d s ,  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  h a r d l y  h a v e  b e e n  b e l i e v e d
t h e  p la g u e  was h o t  i n  London i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  su c h  a 
mob . . . 'T o b a c c o - p i p e s ,  s t o n e s ,  an d  mud w e r e , '  
w r o te  C e c i l ' s  s e c r e t a r y ,  M r. M ic h a e l  H i c k e s ,  t o  L ord  
S h re w sb u ry  ' t h r o w n  by  t h e  r a b b l e ,  b o t h  i n  London and 
i n  o t h e r  tow ns on t h e  r o a d . '  R a le g h  i s  s t a t e d  t o  
h a v e  s c o r n e d  t h e s e  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  a v e r s i o n  o f  b a se  
a n d  r a s c a l  p e o p l e . 212

W ilso n  sums up f o r  u s  when he  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

we s h o u ld  p i c t u r e  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  e a g e r  s p i r i t  " f o l l o w in g  

t h e  d o in g s  o f  E s se x  and  R a le g h ,  o f  D rake a n d  R oger  W il ­

l i a m s ,  o f  F r a n c i s  Bacon and  R o b e r t  C e c i l ,  w i t h  t h e  k e e n e s t

2- ^ V e r e ,  S i r  F r a n c i s ,  The C o m m en ta r ie s  o f  S i r  
F r a n c i s  V ere  (C am bridge : J .  F e i l d ,  1 6 5 7 ) ,  p p .  3 9 ,  58 .

2 -̂2Pemberton, p . 1 £4 .



p o s s i b l e  i n t e r e s t  . . . t h e  l i f e  a t  t h e  c o u r s t  o f  E l i z ­

a b e t h  and  Ja m e s ,  t h e  p e r s o n s  and  d o in g s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  men 

o f  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  o f  th e  h o u r  

— t h e s e  fo rm  t h e  r e a l  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  h i s  p l a y s . " 2^

2^ W i l s o n ,  E s s e n t i a l  S h a k e s p e a r e , p .  1 2 .



CHAPTER VII

SIR WALTER RALEGH AND THE WINTERfS TALE

I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  F r o b i s h e r ’ s 

t h r e e  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  h i s  p a t r o n ,  S i r  Humphrey G i l b e r t ,  r e ­

a l i z e d  t h a t  i f  c o l o n i a l  p r o j e c t s  w e re  t o  s u c c e e d ,  t h e  

E n g l i s h  governm en t w ou ld  have  t o  g i v e  i t s  h e l p  a n d  p r e ­

s t i g e  a s  S p a in  and  F ra n c e  had  done w i t h  t h e i r  e x p l o r e r s .  

However, he  had  t o  be c o n t e n t  w i t h  " l e t t e r s - p a t e n t , ” i s ­

s u e d  11 Ju n e  1578 , w h ich  a u t h o r i z e d  him t o  d i s c o v e r  and  

o c cu p y  unknown l a n d s .  He was g r a n t e d

f r e e  l i b e r t y  and  l i c e n s e  from  t im e  t o  t im e  a n d  a t  
a l l  t im e s  e v e r  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t o  d i s c o v e r ,  f i n d ,  
s e a r c h  o u t  and  v iew  su c h  re m o te  h e a th e n  a n d  b a r ­
b a r o u s  l a n d s ,  c o u n t r i e s ,  and  t e r r i t o r i e s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  
p o s s e s s e d  by an y  C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c e  o r  p e o p l e ,  a s  t o  
h im , h i s  h e i r s  an d  a s s i g n s ,  a n d  t o  e v e r y  o r  a n y  o f  
them  s h a l l  seem good , and  th e  same t o  h a v e ,  h o l d ,  
o c c u p y , and  e n j o y . 1

H is  p r i v i l e g e s  e x te n d e d  t o  any  u n c la im e d  p a r t  o f  E u ro p e ,  

A s ia ,  o r  A f r i c a .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  A m erica  was o f f i c i a l l y  

i g n o r e d  and  n o t h in g  was s a i d  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e ­

l a t i o n  o f  a  c o lo n y  t o  a m o th e r - c o u n t r y .  T hese  r i g h t s  o f  

o c c u p a t i o n  a p p l i e d  t o  a  r a d i u s  o f  tw o h u n d re d  l e a g u e s  

f ro m  any  s p o t  a t  w h ich  he s h o u ld  make a s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h ­

i n  t h e  s i x  y e a r s  e n s u in g  from  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  g r a n t .  He 

was t o  h o l d  h i s  c o n q u e s t s  by homage from  t h e  crow n o f

^"Hakluyt, 6 : 6 .

456
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E n g la n d  and t o  g o v e rn  them  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  a c c o r d ­

a n ce  w i t h  E n g l i s h  common la w , and  o n e - f i f t h  o f  a l l  p r e -  

c io u s  m e t a l s  d i s c o v e r e d  was t o  be r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  c row n . 

CWbside o f  t h i s  one c la im ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o v e r e i g n t y  was 

made o v e r  t o  G i l b e r t .  Queen E l i z a b e t h  was s t i l l  n o t  

r e a d y  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  a n x i e t i e s  o f  a c t i v e  r u l e  o f  a n  o v e r ­

s e a s  c o lo n y .

I n  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  G i l b e r t  r e c e i v e d  h i s  

l e t t e r s - p a t e n t , t h e  i d e a  o f  A m erican  c o l o n i e s  s t a r t e d  t o  

become more d e f i n i t e  and  more p o s s i b l e  t o  E n g lish m e n  t h a n  

i t  had  b e en  b e f o r e .  On 19 November 1 57 # , G i l b e r t  s a i l e d  

f o r t h  w i t h  a n  im p o s in g  s q u a d r o n  o f  e l e v e n  s h i p s  and  w i t h  

t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  many g e n t le m e n  a d v e n t u r e r s ,  t h e  most 

n o t a b l e  among them  b e in g  h i s  own s t e p - b r o t h e r ,  W a l te r  

R a le g h ,  who was w e a ry  o f  l a n d  s e r v i c e ,  and  d e s i r e d  t o  

t r y  h i s  f o r t u n e s  a t  s e a .  F eu d s  a n d  d i s c o n t e n t  d i s r u p t e d  

t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  voyage  a n d  f o u r  s h i p s  l e f t  t h e  f l e e t .  

G i l b e r t ,  i n t e n d i n g  a n  a t t a c k  on t h e  W est I n d i e s ,  came 

a c r o s s  some S p a n i s h  v e s s e l s  a n d  i n  t h e  e n s u in g  b a t t l e  

was b a d ly  b e a t e n . ^ No f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  

voyage  was e v e r  r e c o r d e d .  G i l b e r t  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  w hat 

was l e f t  o f  h i s  f l e e t  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 5 7 9 ,  h a v in g  l o s t  a 

good p a r t  o f  h i s  f o r t u n e  a n d  h a v in g  f a i l e d  t o  p l a n t  a 

c o l o n y . ^  I n  15^0 he  s e n t  h i s  s h i p ,  t h e  S q u i r r e l , on a

2S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  1 2 7 .  ^ R a l e i g h ,  p .  5 7 .

^ S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  22 7 .



v o y a g e  o f  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  much i s  known a b o u t  

t h a t  voyage  e i t h e r . 5

I n  1 5 8 3 , w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  R a le g h ,  W a ls in g -  

ham, an d  G eorge  Peckham, G i l b e r t  fo rm ed  a p r i v a t e  j o i n t -  

s t o c k  company w i t h  t h e  m e r c h a n ts  o f  S o u th am pto n  u n d e r  t h e  

t i t l e  "The M e rc h a n ts  A d v e n tu r e r s  o f  S i r  Humphrey G i l b e r t . " 0 

The p u rp o s e  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  t h a t  was p la n n e d  was t o  p l a n t  

a  c o lo n y  on some c o n v e n ie n t  s i t e  n e a r  t h e  "New Found L a n d ,"  

a  t e r r i t o r y  s o u t h  o f  F r o b i s h e r ’ s  Meta I n c o g n i t a  and  some­

w h a t n o r t h  o f  a n y  S p a n is h  s e t t l e m e n t s .  G i l b e r t  s a i l e d  on 

11 Ju n e  I 5S3 w i t h  f i v e  s h i p s  an d  260 men. Two days  a f t e r  

t h e  d e p a r t u r e ,  t h e  B ark  R a le g h  d e s e r t e d  t h e  f l e e t .  I n  

A u g u s t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f l e e t  r e a c h e d  t h e  h a r b o r  o f  S t .  

J o h n ' s  and  G i l b e r t  t o o k  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  N ew foundland f o r  t h e  

crow n o f  E n g la n d .  A f t e r  a  few  d a y s ,  some o f  h i s  men d e s e r ­

t e d  an d  t h e r e  w ere  o t h e r s  who w ere  u n w i l l i n g  t o  go f a r t h e r .  

G i l b e r t  s e n t  t h e s e  men b a c k  t o  E n g la n d  on t h e  S w a llo w .

The t h r e e  r e m a in in g  s h i p s  s a i l e d  on 20 A ug us t  so u th w a rd  

a lo n g  Nova S c o t i a .  A week l a t e r  t h e  D e l ig h t  w ent a g ro u n d  

an d  was b e a t e n  t o  p i e c e s  by  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  w a v es .  A l l  

t h e  c rew  e x c e p t  s i x t e e n  p e r i s h e d  and  a l l  t h e  s t o r e s  f o r  

a p r o s p e c t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  w ere  l o s t . 7

On 9 S e p tem b er  t h e  G olden  H inde a n d  t h e  S q u i r r e l , 

w i t h  G i l b e r t  a b o a r d ,  w ere  n o r t h  o f  t h e  A z o re s  on t h e i r  way

^McCann, p . 15$. ^ S h o r t  H is to r y , p . 12$

7I b i d .  p . 129 .
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b a c k  t o  E ng lan d  when a g r e a t  t e m p e s t  e n g u l f e d  them  and  

E n g la n d  l o s t  one o f  h e r  n o b l e s t  e x p l o r e r s . ^

A f t e r  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  d e a t h  o f  S i r  Humphrey G i l ­

b e r t  i n  15^3) h i s  h a l f - b r o t h e r ,  W a l te r  R a le g h ,  was p e r ­

m i t t e d  t o  renew  h i s  l e t t e r s - p a t e n t  on  25 M arch 15$4« 

R a le g h ’s i n t e r e s t  i n  A m erica  h a d  f i r s t  b e e n  m a n i f e s t e d  

i n  1573 when he had  h e lp e d  G i l b e r t  f i t  o u t  t h e  f l e e t  o f  

e l e v e n  s h i p s ,  he h i m s e l f  commanding t h e  F a l c o n , f o r  

w ha t t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be an  u n s u c c e s s f u l  "v o y ag e  o f  d i s ­

c o v e r y . "  I n  15&3 he  h ad  a  l a r g e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  New­

fo u n d la n d  voyage  o f  S i r  Hum phrey, f i t t i n g  o u t  t h e  B ark  

R a le g h , w h ich  he h ad  i n t e n d e d  t o  command h i m s e l f ,  b u t  

was f o r b i d d e n  by t h e  Queen t o  do s o .  H av ing  now; b e en  g r a n ­

t e d  t h e  l e t t e r s - p a t e n t ,  R a le g h  d e c i d e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  c o lo n ­

i a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  S o u th  s i n c e  F l o r i d a  h a d  been  

so  s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  by S p a in  a n d  t h e r e  seem ed t o  be 

p l e n t y  o f  room f o r  n e w -co m ers .  He s e n t  o u t  a n  e x p e d i ­

t i o n  u n d e r  P h i l i p  Amados and  A r t h u r  B a rlo w  who, a f t e r  

t a k i n g  th e  s o u t h e r n  r o u t e  and p a s s i n g  t h e  C an ary  I s l a n d s  

and  t h e  W est I n d i e s ,  c o a s t e d  n o r t h w a r d s  and  to o k  p o s s e s ­

s i o n  o f  Wokoken, R oanoke, and  t h e  a d j a c e n t  m a in la n d  i n  

t h e  name o f  t h e  Q u e e n . 9 They s t a y e d  j u s t  a  s h o r t  t im e  

and  th e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d  w i t h  g lo w in g  r e p o r t s  o f  

t h e i r  l i f e  i n  A m erica . R a le g h  was e n t h u s i a s t i c .  He 

a s k e d  P a r l ia m e n t  t o  g iv e  i t s  s u p p o r t  t o  a d e f i n i t e  p l a n

^Short H is to r y , p . 130. ^DNB, 16 :630-2 .
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f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  A m e ric a .  O ver n in e ty -  

y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  A m erica , t h e  E n g l i s h  P a r ­

l i a m e n t ,  i n  December 15^4 , r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

t h e  New W o rld . A b i l l  was p a s s e d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a  r e g i o n  

o f  F l o r i d a  was t o  be g r a n t e d  by s t a t u t e  t o  S i r  W a l t e r .

The E n g l i s h  n a t i o n  gave t h e  name " V i r g i n i a "  t o  t h i s  t e r ­

r i t o r y  i n  h o n o r  o f  t h e  Queen, and  f o r  many y e a r s  a f t e r ­

w a rd s  t h i s  name a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  s e a b o a r d  f ro m  F l o ­

r i d a  t o  N ew found land . I n  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  C a b o ts  t h i s  

la n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  c o a s t l a n d  from  Cape B re to n  

s o u th w a r d s ,  was c a l l e d  t h e  New Land; i n  1524 , a f t e r  t h e  

voyage  o f  V e r r a z z a n o ,  th e  F re n c h  c a l l e d  i t  New F ra n c e ;  

l a t e r  t h e  S p a n is h  c a l l e d  i t  F l o r i d a ;  now i t  was V i r g i n i a .

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  much l a t e r  t h a t  V i r g i n i a  and  F l o r i d a
1 0became names f o r  s e p a r a t e  t e r r i t o r i e s .

Though t h e  name " V i r g i n i a "  d o e s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  

a p p e a r  i n  t h e  p l a y s ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  a  r e f e r ­

en ce  i n  K ing H enry t h e  E ig h th  i s  t o  t h e  new c o lo n y .

Many c o m m en ta to rs  a r e  o f  t h e  o p i n io n  t h a t  t h i s  p l a y  was 

w r i t t e n  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h .  W hether  

S h a k e s p e a re  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  p l a y ,  and  i f  s o ,  how much, 

i s  n o t  a g r e e d  upon by th e  c r i t i c s .  Some a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  s im p ly  made some s u g g e s t i o n s  

w h ich  w ere  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  p l a y  when i t  was b e in g  

w r i t t e n  by  o t h e r s . S i n c e  t h i s  p l a y  i s  g e n e r a l l y

1QS h o rt  H is to r y , p . 130. 1:LC lark , p . 623.
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c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a  p a r t  o f  t h e  Canon, t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o

V i r g i n i a  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  I t  i s  i n  C ra n m e r 's

sp e e c h  when he  p r a i s e s  E l i z a b e t h  an d  t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  h e r

r e i g n ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  t r i b u t e  w i t h  a  p r e d i c t i o n  t h a t

p r o s p e r i t y  and  h a p p i n e s s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  u n d e r  K ing Ja m es .

W hereve r  t h e  b r i g h t  s u n  o f  h e a v e n  s h a l l  s h i n e ,
H is  h o n o u r  an d  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  h i s  name 
S h a l l  b e ,  a n d  make new n a t i o n s :  he  s h a l l  f l o u r i s h ,  
And, l i k e  a  m o u n ta in  c e d a r ,  r e a c h  h i s  b r a n c h e s  
To a l l  t h e  p l a i n s  a b o u t  h i m : — o u r  c h i l d r e n ’ s  c h i l d r e n  
S h a l l  s e e  t h i s ,  a n d  b l e s s  h e a v e n . 12

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  w i t h  t h e  s a n c t i o n  o f  P a r l i ­

am ent a  c o l o n i a l  e x p e r im e n t  was s t a r t e d ,  ev en  th o u g h  no 

m en t io n  was made o f  how t h e  Home G overnm ent w ou ld  e x e r t  

a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  d i s t a n t  c o lo n y .  S i r  R ic h a r d  G r e n v i l l e  

was t h e  man R a le g h  s e n t  t o  p l a n t  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t .  

S a i l i n g  w i t h  s e v e n  s h i p s  a n d  a b o u t  a h u n d re d  c o l o n i s t s  

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c re w s ,  G r e n v i l l e  l a n d e d  a t  H i s p a n i o l a ,  

t h e n  s a i l e d  n o r t h  u n t i l  he  r e a c h e d  Wokoken I s l a n d .  H e re ,  

he and  f o r t y  o t h e r s  s t a y e d  on t h e  m a in la n d  and  t h e  r e s t  

o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  p r o c e e d e d  t o  Roanoke I s l a n d  t o  l a y  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  A m e ric a .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  G r e n v i l l e  h a d  a  q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  

n e a rb y  an d  a n ta g o n iz e d  th e m . He r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d  and 

t h e  c o l o n i s t s  who r e m a in e d  b u i l t  t h e i r  camp on t h e  n o r t h ­

e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  R oanoke. I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  

f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  t h e r e  seem ed t o  be no m o t i v a t i o n  

t o  c u l t i v a t e  i t ;  f i n d i n g  g o l d  was t h e  s o l e  o b j e c t i v e .

125 . 4 . 49-54
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The e n th u s ia s m  o f  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  soon  wore o f f .  S u p p l i e s  

gave  o u t  an d  h a r d  work was n o t  t o  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  g e n t l e ­

m an’s  l i k i n g .  Q u a r r e l s  d e v e lo p e d  and  h o m e - s ic k n e s s  t o o k  

o v e r .  The p ro b le m  o f  fo o d  s h o r t a g e s  became more s e v e r e  

e v e r y  day  and  t h e  I n d i a n s  grew  i n c r e a s i n g l y  more u n w i l l ­

i n g  t o  o f f e r  s u p p l i e s .  A scrim m age w i th  t h e  I n d i a n s  d i d  

n o t  h e l p  m a t t e r s  and  a t e d i o u s  y e a r  d ra g g e d  b y .  The s i t ­

u a t i o n  was g ro w in g  ev en  w o rse  when D ra k e ’ s  e x p e d i t i o n ,  

homeward bound  from  i t s  W est I n d i e s  r a i d s ,  a p p e a r e d .  The 

s e t t l e r s  t o o k  p a s s a g e  w i t h  D rake a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d .  

A r r i v i n g  t h e r e ,  w e a ry  and  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  V i r g i n i a  

c o l o n i s t s  sp oke  u n f a v o r a b l y  o f  t h e  new c o u n t r y  t o  t h e i r  

f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s .  They t o l d  how t h e y  h ad  lo n g e d  

f o r  t h e i r  s o f t  b e d s  and d a i n t y  f o o d s  w h i l e  u n d e r g o in g  

t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h ere  was one i n  

t h e  g ro u p ,  h o w e v e r ,  t w e n t y - f o u r - y e a r - o l d  Thomas H a r i o t ,  

who f e l t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  He w r o te  a t r e a t i s e  i n  w h ic h  he 

g ave  a v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  f e r t i l i t y  and  

b e a u t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  he h ad  s e e n . 3"3

C a p ta in  B arlow  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f r i e n d l i n e s s  

an d  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  when t h e y  w ere  f i r s t  

e n c o u n t e r e d  and  t h e  c o m p le te  s a f e t y  i n  w h ich  t h e  E n g l i s h  

v i s i t e d  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t s .  Two I n d i a n s ,  W anchese and  

M an teo , w ere  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t o  E n g la n d .  T h is  was t h e  m ost 

f a v o r a b l e  r e p o r t i  y e t  a b o u t  t h a t  p a r t  o f  A m erica  t o  w h ic h  

t h e  E n g l i s h  h a d  show o f  t i t l e a n d  i t  h e lp e d  c r e a t e  an

13Lee, E ssays , pp. 3 H - 7 .  14McMann, p . 162.
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i n c r e a s i n g l y  f a v o r a b l e  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e  i d e a  o f  c o l o n ­

i z a t i o n  i n  A m erica .

But d i s a s t e r  s t i l l  s t a l k e d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s .  I n  

Ju n e  15$6 , a  r e l i e f  e x p e d i t i o n ,  h e a d e d  by  G r e n v i l l e ,  came t o  

f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g ro u p ,  b u t  t h e  g ro u p  h a d  a l r e a d y  l e f t  

w i t h  D ra k e .  G r e n v i l l e  l e f t  f o r  E n g la n d ,  l e a v i n g  f i f t e e n  

men on t h e  i s l a n d  t o  lo o k  f o r  t h e i r  c o u n try m e n .  T hese  

men w ere  n e v e r  h e a r d  fro m  a g a i n . ^5

The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  a n o t h e r  a n d  l a r g e r  g ro u p  o f  

E n g l i s h  h o p e f u l s  was s e n t  o u t ,  l e d  by  t h e  a r t i s t - e x p l o r e r ,  

Jo h n  W h ite .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  women and  c h i l d r e n  w ere  

i n c l u d e d .  T here  w ere  t e n  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s ,  e i g h t y - f o u r  

s i n g l e  men, se v e n  u n m a r r ie d  women, a n d  n in e  b o y s .  W hite  

had  b e e n  a p p o in t e d  g o v e r n o r  a n d  a  c o u n c i l  o f  tw e lv e  a s ­

s i s t a n t s  h ad  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d .  On a r r i v i n g  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  

t h e y  r e o c c u p i e d  t h e  f o r t  a t  R o an o k e . W hite  h a d  w i t h  him  

h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  A n a n ia s  D a re ,  who g ave  b i r t h  t o  

a d a u g h t e r ,  V i r g i n i a  D a re ,  t h e  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  c h i l d  b o rn  

i n  A m e ric a .  A f t e r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e ,  W h ite  d e p a r t e d  f o r  Eng­

l a n d  t o  o b t a i n  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o lo n y .  W ith o u t  

h im  an d  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  f e l l  a p a r t .  W hite  

was a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  two s h i p s ,  b u t  t h e s e  s h i p s  n e v e r  

r e a c h e d  V i r g i n i a .  The crew s to o k  o v e r  and  c o n v e r t e d  t h e  

voyage  i n t o  a  p r i v a t e e r i n g  a d v e n t u r e .  By now R a l e g h 's  

r e s o u r c e s  w ere  d r a i n e d  and he  t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  r i g h t s  t o  

a s y n d i c a t e ,  b u t  no r e l i e f  was s e n t  t o  t h e  c o l o n y . ^

15Lee, E s sa y s , p . 317* ^ S h o rt  H is to r y ,  p . 133*



a
The

RO ANO KE VOYAGES
1 5 8 4 -9 0

A m adas 1584 
(jrenville 1585 
"Drake 1585-6 
Qrcnville 1586 
White i$8 j  
White 1588 

 White 1590
"i\
' %

\ \

J a m a ic a

INewfoundland .

if*tsterrtAzores
. et aj'A^L. (\Ttctesa '<lcn,5i&?-Terceirn

*  ̂Pico •Sa ttM ig tu l

rortfSan toMadeira*Bermuda
anzarote

Canary &Jj&Wjekeventurii

piurte Rico

Cape
Verde ..*C 

.................... I s , —

Map 1 7 .  The Roanoke V o y ag es . Prom Q u in n 1s The 
Roanoke Voyages l 5 8 i i - l 5 9 0 »



bt>7
T h is  c a t a s t r o p h e  o f  1E>87 c o n s i d e r a b l y  damaged h o p e s  f o r  

E l i z a b e t h a n  c o l o n i z a t i o n  i n  A m e ric a .  R a le g h  and W hite  

h o p e d ,  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  h o n o r ,  t o  go back  and  lo o k  f o r  th e  

c o l o n i s t s ,  b u t  1^88 was t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  Arm ada. 

S p a in  and E ng land  w ere  now a t  w ar and r e t u r n  t o  V i r g i n i a  

was i m p o s s i b l e . 1? When W hite  was f i n a l l y  a b l e  t o  s a i l  f o r  

V i r g i n i a  i n  15>90, he fo u n d  t h e  c o lo n y  a b a n d o n e d .  The mys­

t e r y  o f  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e s e  s e t t l e r s  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  s o lv e d  

w i t h  c e r t a i n t y .  The crew s o f  W h i te ’ s s h i p s  i n s i s t e d  on an 

im m e d ia te  r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d  and s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w en t by  b e ­

f o r e  a n o th e r  E n g l i s h  v e s s e l  v i s i t e d  th e  p l a c e . 1®

H av ing  l o s t  a b o u t  f o r t y  th o u s a n d  poun ds  i n  t h e  

a t t e m p t  t o  fo u n d  a c o lo n y ,  R a le g h  was c o m p e lle d  to  a b a n ­

don t h e  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  t im e  b e i n g .  In  1602 he  s e n t  a 

s m a l l  s h i p  to  vi r g i n i a  b u t  i t  r e t u r n e d  w i t h o u t  e v e r  h a v ­

i n g  r e a c h e d  Roanoke and  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  t h e r e  was an a b o r ­

t i v e  voyage t o  a more n o r t h e r l y  r e g i o n  s e n t  o u t  by  bhe 

E a r l  o f  S o u th a m p to n . These w ere  t h e  l a s t  a t t e m p t s  d u r i n g  

E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n  t o  found  an  A m erican  c o l o n y . ^

D u r in g  t h i s . t i m e  R a le g h  h ad  become f a s c i n a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  S p a n is h  l e g e n d  o f  t h e  f a b u lo u s  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  

c i t y  o f  Manoa i n  S o u th  A m erica  w h ich  th e  S p a n i s h  c a l l e d  

E ld o r a d o .  In  l $ 9 k  he  h a d  s e n t  an e x p e d i t i o n  h e a d e d  by  J a ­

cob Whiddon t o  t h e  s o u th e r n  c o n t i n e n t  w here  t h e y  e x p lo r e d

1^Lee» E ssa y s , p .  318. *8S hort H i s to r y , p .  133 .

19I b i d . ,  p .  133 .
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t h a t  p a r t  o f  G u iana  w h ich  i s  now known a s  V e n e z u e la .  

Whiddon r e t u r n e d  w i t h o u t  any  d e f i n i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

R a le g h  s a i l e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  same d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  F e b ­

r u a r y  1595  w i t h  a  f l e e t  o f  f i v e  s h i p s ,  f i t t e d  o u t  p r i n ­

c i p a l l y  a t  h i s  own c o s t ,  S i r  R o b e r t  C e c i l  an d  L ord  Ad­

m i r a l  Howard a l s o  h a v in g  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  v o y a g e . He 

a l s o  s a i l e d  w i t h  a  com m ission  from t h e  Queen t o  wage w ar 

a g a i n s t  t h e  S p a n i s h .

I t  was on t h i s  voyage  t h a t  R a le g h  r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  

"men whose h e a d s  do grow b e n e a th  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s . "  He 

w r o t e :

. . . t h e r e  a r e  two r i v e r s  A t o i c a  a n d  C o a ra ,  a n d  on 
t h a t  b r a n c h  w h ich  i s  c a l l e d  C o a ra ,  a r e  a  n a t i o n  o f  
p e o p le ,  whose h e a d s  a p p e a r e  n o t  ab o v e  t h e i r  s h o u l ­
d e r s ;  w h ich  th o u g h  i t  may be t h o u g h t  a  m eere  f a b l e ,  
y e t  f o r  mine owne p a r t  I  am r e s o l v e d  i t  i s  t r u e ,  
b e c a u s e  e v e r y  c h i l d e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  A rro m aia  
an d  C a n u r i  a f f i r m e  t h e  sam e; t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  E w ai-  
panoma; t h e y  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  e y e s  i n  
t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s ,  a n d  t h e i r  m o u th es  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  
t h e i r  b r e a s t s ,  and  t h a t  a  lo n g  t r a i n e  o f  h a i r e  
g ro w e th  b ackw ard  b e tw e e n e  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s .

I n  t e s t i m o n y  g a t h e r e d  b y  G eorge  Popham i n  1 5 9 4 ; 

a b o u t  t h e  " r i c h  E m pire  o f  G u ia n a ,  c a l l e d  by  t h e  S p a n i a r d s  

E l  Neuevo Dorado" he  r e p e a t s  R a l e g h ’ s  i m p r e s s io n  t h a t  

t h e r e  w ere :

many I n d i a n s  . . . an d  t h a t  t h e s e  men had  t h e  p o i n t s  
o f  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  Crownes o f  t h e i r  
h e a d s . 21

S h a k e s p e a re  was so  t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  image t h a t  he 

r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  t w i c e .  I n  The T e m p e s t , G onzalo  s a y s :

20Hakluyt, 7:32S. 21H akluy t, 7 :355-
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F a i t h ,  s i r ,  y ou  n e ed  n o t  f e a r .  When we w ere  b o y s ,  
Who w ou ld  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  m o u n ta in e e r s  
D e w - la p p ’d l i k e  b u l l s ,  whose t h r o a t s  had  h a n g in g  

a t  ’ em
W a l l e t s  o f  f l e s h ?  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  su c h  men 
Whose h e a d s  s t o o d  i n  t h e i r  b r e a s t s ? 22

And O t h e l l o ,  i n  h i s  " t r a v e l ’ s  h i s t o r y ” h a s  s e e n  "men whose

h e a d s  /  Do grow b e n e a th  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s . " 23

R a le g h  was w e l l  known f o r  h i s  h ig h - f lo w n  l a n ­

guage  a n d  f o r  h i s  w i l d  t a l e s  a b o u t  A m e r ic a .  S h a k e s p e a r e  

seem s t o  be  m ocking  t h e s e  t r a i t s  i n  R a le g h .  I n  1&59 

C h a r l e s  K i n g s l e y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  l e g e n d  o f  R a l e g h ’ s 

may h av e  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  d i s g u i s e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  m ed i­

c in e  men t h a t  h e  h a d  s e e n  i n  S o u th  A m e r i c a .2 -̂

How ever, on  P to le m y ’ s  " T a b u la  A s ia e  V I I I "  t h e r e  

s t a n d s  o u t  one f e a t u r e  n o t  shown on a n y  p r e v i o u s  maps: 

t h e  "men whose h e a d s  do grow b e n e a th  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s . "  

T h ese  h e a d l e s s  b e i n g s  w i t h  m o n s t ro u s  e y e s ,  no se  and  mouth 

o c c u p y in g  t h e i r  w hole  c h e s t  and  abdomen a r e  a  s i g h t  one 

w o u ld  n o t  r e a d i l y  f o r g e t . 2 5 S h a k e s p e a r e  may h ave  known 

o f  t h e  men w i t h  t h e i r  h e a d s  i n  t h e i r  c h e s t s  b e f o r e  R a le g h  

r e f e r r e d  t o  th em , b u t  u se d  t h e  im a g e ,  a s  was s a i d  b e f o r e ,  

t o  r i b  R a le g h ,  and  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  R a le g h ’ s voyage  

t o  A m erica  had  b r o u g h t  t h i s  image t o  t h e  m inds o f  t h o s e  

who h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  them  an d  h ad  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  image 

fa r  t h o s e  who h a d  p o s s i b l y  s e e n  P to l e m y ’ s map.

223 . 3 -  4 4 -9  23OTH 1 .  2 .  1 4 2 -4

2 4 c h a r l e s  K i n g s l e y ,  M i s c e l l a n i e s  (London: Jo h n  W. 
P a r k e r  a n d  Son, 1 S 5 9 ) ,  2 v o l s . ,  1 : 4 5 .

25French, p . S07.
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R a le g h  s t r u g g l e d  up t h e  O r in o c o  R i v e r ,  b u t  h i s  

eq u ip m en t was i n a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  l a b o r  o f  ro w in g  a g a i n s t  

t h e  s t r e a m .  A f t e r  p u s h in g  f o r w a r d  f o r  a b o u t  f o u r  h u n ­

d re d  m i l e s ,  he r e l u c t a n t l y  d e c i d e d  t o  g iv e  up t h e  a t ­

t e m p t ,  h o p in g  t o  t r y  a g a i n  a t  some f u t u r e  t i m e .  He 

b ro u g h t  b a c k  fro m  t h i s  t r i p  p i e c e s  o f  " w h i te  s p a r "  o r  

q u a r t z ,  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  w h ich  w ere  s m a l l  g r a i n s  o f  

g o l d .  I n  E n g la n d ,  R a le g h  had  t h e s e  g r a i n s  t e s t e d  and

t h e y  w ere  d e c l a r e d  t o  be p u re  g o l d .  At t h e  same t im e

h i s  e n e m ie s ,  who w ere  p o w e r f u l  an d  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  w ere  

c i r c u l a t i n g  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  R a le g h  had  t o l d  

a b o u t  h i s  voyage  was f i c t i o n .  I t  was t o  r e f u t e  t h e s e  

c h a r g e s  t h a t  he  w r o te  D i s c o v e r i e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  t r i c h  and  

b e w t i f u l  E m pire  o f  G u ia n a ,  w i t h  a  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  G r e a t  

and  G olden  C i t i e  o f  Manoa (w h ich  t h e  S p a n i a r d s  c a l l  E l  

Dorado^—P e rfo rm e d  i n  t h e  y e a r e  1595 by  S i r .  W. R a le g h .

F a l s t a f f  r e f e r s  t o  " G u ia n a ,  a l l  g o ld  and  b o u n ty " 2^ 

a b o u t  two h u n d re d  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  R a le g h * s  

voyage was p u b l i s h e d .  But we f o r g i v e  h im , f o r  t h i s  i s  

j u s t  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  i n  w h ich  we s e e  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s 

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  New W orld  and  we n o t e  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  

r e a d i n g  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  H enry  P e m b e r to n  su g g e s ts  a n ­

o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  G u ian a  i n  The M e rc h a n t  o f  V e n ic e :

Thus o rn am en t i s  b u t  t h e  g u i l e d  s h o r e
To a  m ost d a n g e ro u s  s e a ;  t h e  b e a u t e o u s  s c a r f
V e i l i n g  an  I n d i a n  b e a u t y ;  i n  a  w o rd ,
The seem in g  t r u t h  w h ich  c u n n in g  t im e s  p u t  on

2%IV 1 . 3 .  69
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To e n t r a p  t h e  w i s e s t .  T h e r f o r e ,  t h o u  gaudy  g o ld ,  
H ard  f o o t  o f  M id a s ,  I  w i l l  none o f  t h e e . 27

"The g u i l e d  s h o r e "  and  "m ost d a n g e ro u s "  s e a  i n  t h i s

s p e e c h  h ave  b e e n  a  p u z z le  t o  some c o m m e n ta to r s .  One

c r i t i c  w r o t e :  " I  have  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h e  p o e t  was t h i n k i n g

o f  R a le g h ’ s  D is c o v e r y  o f  G u ia n a , an d  w r o t e ,  ’g u i l d e d * ." 2 6

As f o r  " d a n g e r o u s  s e a , "  R a le g h  h ad  b e e n  w arned  on h i s  way 

t o  G u ian a  t h a t  h i s  e f f o r t s  w ou ld  be  l a b o r  l o s t ,  and  t h a t  

h i s  company w o u ld  s u f f e r  many m i s e r i e s .  A l l  t h i s  he 

fo u n d  t o  be  t r u e .  P em b erto n  g i v e s  a  p o s s i b l e  e x p la n a ­

t i o n  f o r  t h e  " b e a u t e o u s  s c a r f  /  V e i l i n g  a n  I n d i a n  b e a u t y . "

The t r u e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  fo u n d  i n  S i r  W a l t e r ’ s 
D i s c o v e r i e . R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  women o f  G u ian a , 
h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  some o f  th a n w e re  " v e r y  yong and  e x ­
c e l l e n t l y  f a v o u r e d  ( x . e . ,  b e a u t i f u £ l ,  w h ich  came 
among u s  w i t h o u t  d e c e i t ,  s t a r k e  n a k e d . "  He gave 
p r e s e n t s  t o  them , " t o  e v e r y  one s o m e th in g  o r  o t h e r ,  
w h ic h  was r a r e  and  s t r a n g e  t o  them  . . . su c h  t h i n g s  
a s  t h e y  d e s i r e d . "  A l th o u g h  no m e n t io n  i s  made o f  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t s  g iv e n  t h e  f a i r  I n d i a n s ,  
i t  i s  net im p ro b a b le  t h a t ,  p e r c e i v i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  
b e a u t y  w as u n a d o rn e d ,  a n d  know ing w e l l  t h e  f e m in in e  
f o n d n e s s  f o r  f i n e r y  t h e  w o r ld  o v e r ,  he may have  
g i v e n  one o f  t h e  s c a r f s  w orn  by  E l i z a b e t h a n  c b u r t -  
i e r s — i n  f a c t ,  f r e q u e n t l y  w orn by  R a le g h  h i m s e l f — 
. . . .  The w e a r in g  o f  s u c h  an  o r n a m e n ta l  p i e c e  o f  

w ork by  t h e  " b a s e  I n d i a n "  w ou ld  be  q u i t e  i n  c o n so n ­
a n c e  w i t h  t h e  t e n o r  o f  B a s s o n i o s ’ a rg u m e n t .  W* may 
s a f e l y  t a k e  i t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  F o l i o  i s  
w rong  i n  i t s  " g u i l e d " s h o r e ,  and  m&y c o r r e c t  i t  t o  
" g i l d e d , "  a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by  t h i s  t o p i c a l  a l l u s i o n .

273 .  2 .  97 -1 02

2^ W il l i a m  N. L e t t s o m ,  i n  a  f o o t n o t e  t o  W alk e r ,  
C r i t i c a l  E x a m in a t io n , v o l .  1 :2 9 3 ,  q u o te d  by  F u r n e s s  i n  
b h e  V a r io ru m  E d i t i o n  o f  The M e rch a n t  o f  V e n ic e . 7 :1 4 5 .

29Pemberton, pp. 107-9 .
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The " g o ld e n  s h o r e "  i n  The M erry  W ives o f  W in d so r  Q 'H o ld ,  

s i r r a h ,  b e a r  you t h e s e  l e t t e r s  l i g h t l y :  S a i l  l i k e  my p i n ­

n a c e  t o  t h e s e  g o ld e n  s h o r e s ’j] s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  w ro te  " g i l d e d  s h o r e s "  i n  The M erch an t o f  

V en ice  an d  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  "a  r e g i o n  i n  G u ia n a ,  a l l  g o ld  

a n d  b o u n t y . "

At t h e  same t im e  t h a t  R a le g h  w ro te  h i s  D i s c o v e r i e , 

he  drew  a  map o f  G u ian a ,  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  w h ich  h a s  b e en  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by  s u b s e q u e n t  e x p l o r e r s ,  and  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  

d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  g o ld  mine he  s o u g h t  r e a l l y  e x i s t e d .  The 

q u a r t z  he  b r o u g h t  b a ck  was p r o b a b ly  fo u n d  n e a r  t h e  Y u r u a r i  

R iv e r  w here  g o ld  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1849 by D r .  L o u is  P l a s -  

s a r d . 3 ^

R a le g h ’ s  fame r e s t e d  r a t h e r  on t h e  m a g n i f ic e n c e  

o f  h i s  p r o j e c t e d  p r o j e c t s  t h a n  on t h e  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  a c ­

t u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s .  The dream  o f  h i s  l i f e  was t o  o u s t  

S p a in  f ro m  A m e ric a ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  t o  make E n g la n d  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  pow er i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w o r ld .  But h i s  p r o j e c t s ,  

one an d  a l l ,  en ded  i n  f a i l u r e ,  and  h i s  fame s t a n d s  e c l i p ­

s e d  by  t h a t  o f  H aw kins, F r o b i s h e r ,  and D ra k e ,  t h e  a d ­

v e n t u r e r s  whose s u c c e s s e s  i n s p i r e d  h im .

To b r e a k  t h e  m a r i t im e  power o f  th e  m ost f o r m id ­

a b l e  p r i n c e  i n  E u ro p e ,  and  t o  th ro w  open  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  

p e o p le  t h a t  New W orld  w h ich  P h i l i p  a r r o g a n t l y  c la im e d  a s  

h i s  own, was t h e  end t o  w h ich  a l l  t h e s e  men d e v o te d  t h e i r  

t h o u g h t s ,  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s ,  and  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s .  But no

30DNB 1 6 : 636 .
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s i n g l e  man t r i e d  a s  h a r d  a s  S i r  W a l te r  R a le g h  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

i n  t h e  New W orld  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  an  E n g l i s h -  

s p e a k in g  n a t i o n  and  h i s  e f f o r t s  s e t  an  exam ple  f o r  more 

s u c c e s s f u l  e m u l a t o r s  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s . ^

As new c o u n t r i e s  w ere  d i s c o v e r e d ,  new t r a d e  

r o u t e s  d e v e lo p e d  an d  new c o l o n i e s  p l a n t e d ,  t h e  d r a m a t i s t s  

and p o e t s  s t r e t c h e d  t h e i r  m e n ta l  m u s c le s  and  a b s o r b e d  and 

r e f l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  n ew ness  i n  t h e  a tm o s p h e r e ;  t h e  s p i r i t  

o f  d i s c o v e r y  e x a l t e d  seam en and  p o e t s  a l i k e .  I f  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  on S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s  i s  d i f ­

f i c u l t  t o  d e t e c t ,  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  r e f l e c t e d  e c h o e s  

a r e  i n d i r e c t  an d  s u b t l e ,  p o e t s  b e in g  n e i t h e r  j o u r n a l i s t s  

n o r  c h r o n i c l e r s .  H ow ever, m ost o f  t h e  s u b t l e t i e s  w ere  

p ro b a b ly  u n d e r s t o o d  by  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  a u d i e n c e s .  As an  

exam ple o f  t h i s  s u b t l e n e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  M a r i a ’ s  s p e e c h  i n  

T w e lf th  N ig h t  i n  w h ich  sh e  i s  d e s c r i b i n g  f fc lv o l io :

. . .  he  d o e s  s m i le  h i s  f a c e  i n t o  more l i n e s  t h a n  
i s  i n  t h e  new map, w i t h  t h e  a u g m e n ta t io n  o f  t h e  
I n d i e s . 3 2

Not o n ly  men i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  day  w ere  i n t r i g u e d  w i t h  

maps; t h e r e  h av e  b e e n  w r i t e r s  i n  e v e r y  a g e  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  

map was draw n who w ere  s i m i l a r l y  i n t r i g u e d .  S e v e r a l  w r i t ­

e r s  s i n c e  T w e l f th  N ig h t  was w r i t t e n  h a v e  g iv e n  t h e i r  o p i n ­

i o n s ,  g u e s s e s ,  o r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a s  t o  w h ic h  s p e c i f i c  map 

S h a k e s p e a re  h ad  i n  mind i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e .  As a  r e s u l t ,  

somewhat o f  a  c o n t r o v e r s y  h a s  a p p e a r e d .  G eorge W ilso n

^1Payne, pp. v i i i - x .  ^ 23 . 2 . 76-S
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K n i g h t ,  G eorge  S te e v e n s ,  and  Jo h n  Payne C o l l i e r  b e l i e v e d  

t h e  "new map" c o u ld  be fo u n d  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  e d i t i o n  o f  

The Voyage o f  J a n  Huyghen van  L in s c h o te n  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s ,  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  159&33 Q u a r i t c h  t h o u g h t  i t  was t h e  map e n ­

g r a v e d  by  E m eric  M o l l in e u x  f o r  R ic h a r d  H a k l u y t ’ s  P r i n c i p a l  

N a v i g a t io n s  ( 1 5 9 9 - 1 6 0 0 ) .  H enry  S te v e n s  o p te d  f o r  one o f  

t h e  n i n e t e e n  maps fo u n d  i n  W y t f l i e t ’ s  D e s c r i p t i o n i s  P t o l e n -  

a i c a e  ( 1 5 9 7 - 1 5 9 6 ) .3 ^  F ra n k  M. B r i s t o l  s a y s :

. . . a n y  one o f  t h e s e  maps w ould  an sw e r  t o  t h e  d e ­
s c r i p t i o n ,  b u t  by  a  g l a n c e  a t  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r i t i e s ,  
one m ust be c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  M o l l in e u x  map i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  g i v e s  u s  t h e  m ean ing  o f  M a r i a ’ s  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  o f  M o l v o l io ’ s  f a c e  when i n  a  s m i le  . . . The 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l a t e s t  map " w i th  t h e  a u g m e n ta t io n  
o f  t h e  I n d i e s "  r e v e a l s  how w e l l  S h a k e s p e a re  k e p t  
h i m s e l f  in fo rm e d  on a l l  t h e  n ew -w o rld  h a p p e n in g s  
and  how t h o r o u g h l y  a c q u a i n t e d  he was w i th  t h e  l i t ­
e r a t u r e  on t h e  s u b j e c t . 35

C oote  a g r e e s  w i t h  B r i s t o l  on t h e  d e s i g n e r  o f  t h e

map and  g i v e s  f u r t h e r  e v id e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  b e l i e f  by

r e f e r r i n g  t o  F a b i a n ’ s  l i n e s  t o  S i r  Andrew A guecheek:

. . . you  a r e  now s a i l ’d i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  my l a d y ’ s 
o p i n i o n ,  w here  you  w i l l , h a n g  l i k e  a n  i c i c l e  on a 
D utchm an’ s  b e a r d  . . .3 °

C o o te  s a y s  t h i s  map showed t h e  m ost r e c e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l

d i s c o v e r y  a t  t h e  t im e ,  t h a t  o f  N o r th e r n  Novya Zem bla,

fo u n d  b y  t h e  Dutchman B a r e n tz  on h i s  t h i r d  voyage  i n  1 5 9 6 .

The news r e a c h e d  H o l la n d  i n  1596 and  E ng land  p r o b a b l y  t h e

n e x t  y e a r .  T h a t  B a r r e n t z ’ s  voyage  s u g g e s t e d  " a n  i c i c l e

on a D utchm an’ s  b e a r d "  i s  s t r o n g  e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  map

33C . H. C o o te ,  On S h a k s p e r e ’ s  New Map i n  T w e l f th  
N ig h t  (London: D ulau  a n d  C o . ,  167$ ') ,"  p .  94*

3^ B r i s t o l ,  p . 20. 35Ibid#> p% 2 l .  36TJJ 3 # 2 . 23-5
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p u b l i s h e d  i n  1599 i s  t h e  11 new map" m e n t io n e d  i n  T w e I f th  

N ig h t  w h ich  was f i r s t  p e r fo rm e d  i n  t h e  H a l l  o f  t h e  M id d le  

Temple i n  F e b r u a ry  1 6 0 1 - 2 .  I t  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  

map w i t h  many r h u m b - l i n e s , 3 7  p r o b a b l y  t h e  f i r s t  map p r o ­

duced  i n  E n g la n d  t h a t  show ed B a r e n t s ’ s  d i s c o v e r y ,  s u g ­

g e s t e d  t o  S h a k e s p e a re  t h e  m e ta p h o r  f o r  M o l v o l io ’ s  s m i l i n g  

f a c e .

T h is  exam ple  i l l u s t r a t e s  w h a t  I  mean b y  s u b t l e ­

n e s s  a s  o pp o sed  t o  a  " d i r e c t  h i t . "  I t  i s  t h i s  s u b t l e ­

n e s s  t h a t  m asks t h e  e v id e n c e  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s  

w h ich  shows t h a t  h i s  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  t h e  v o y a g e r s  an d  h i s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  A m erica  s h o u ld  n o t  be  d e n i e d .  

I n  s p e a k in g  o f  " i n d i r e c t  r e f l e c t i o n s "  R a le ig h  s a y s :

I n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s  o n l y  t h e  l a b e l s  a r e  I t a l i a n ,  
w h i l e  e v e r y  t y p e  o f  E n g l i s h  c h a r a c t e r ,  f ro m  a k in g  
t o  a  t i n k e r ,  i s  d raw n fro m  l i f e .  O t h e l l o  i s  a  Tud­
o r  g e n t le m a n ,  P e t r u c h i o ,  B a s s a n i o ,  and  a  d o z e n  o t h e r s  
a r e  a d v e n tu r o u s  E l i z a b e t h a n  g a l l a n t s .  O s r i c  i s  a  
c o u r t l y  g u l l ,  M e r c u t io  a c o u r t l y  w i t ,  E d g a r  i n  L e a r  
i s  a  n o b le  m a s q u e ra d in g  a s  an  Abram man, A u to ly c u s  
i s  a  c o n y - c a t c h e r . A l l  a l i k e  a r e  h e ig h t e n e d  p o r ­
t r a i t s  o f  t h e  men whom S h a k e s p e a r e  met and  t a l k e d  
t o  a t  C o u r t ,  i n  t h e  t a v e r n ,  o r  b y  t h e  r o a d s i d e . 3 °

^ ^ R h u m b - l in e s  w ere  a  s e t  o f  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  draw n 
th r o u g h  a p o i n t  on a  map o r  c h a r t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  a  s h i p  s a i l i n g  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n .  J .  D. 
R o g e rs  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  E n g la n d , 1 :17 4*

•^ R a le ig h ,  p . 156.



hi 9

Malone r e f e r r e d  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  ’’f r e q u e n t  a l ­

l u s i o n s  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  h i s  t i m e , "  w h ic h  to o k  p l a c e  

" w h e re v e r  h i s  s c e n e  h a p p e n s  t o  l i e . "39  ^n d  i n  1875 ,

A. S . Ward n o te d  t h e  t o p i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  

d r a m a t i c  th em es  " o f  w h ic h  h i s t o r i c a l  an d  l i t e r a r y  r e ­

s e a r c h  a r e  o n ly  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g au ge  t h e  f o r c e . "40

P e m b er to n  g i v e s  f o u r  c h i e f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

a  " t o p i c a l  a l l u s i o n "  w h ic h  a r e  w o r th  n o t i n g :

1) The p a s s a g e  i n  q u e s t i o n  i s  i n  no way c o n n e c te d  
w i t h  t h e  p l o t  o f  t h e  Drama.

2) The p a s s a g e  i s  n o t  c o n n e c te d  w i t h ,  o r  b a s e d  on , 
t h e  s o u r c e  f ro m  w h ic h  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  P la y  i s  
d e r i v e d .

3 )  F r e q u e n t l y  a  d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  o f  m onths o r  y e a r s  
i s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  P l a y  t o  have  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  t h e  
o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  e v e n t  a l l u d e d  t o .

4 ) O f te n  a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  o r  p e r s o n a l  f a c t ,  r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  i s  g i v e n . 41

F o l lo w in g  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  we f i n d  num erous " t o p i c a l  a l ­

l u s i o n s "  t o  R a le g h  i n  The W i n t e r ’s  T a l e . F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

t h e  word " f a r d e l , "  m ea n in g  b u n d le  o r  b u r d e n ,  i s  u se d  

s e v e n  t i m e s  i n  t h i s  p l a y .  I t s  o n ly  o t h e r  o c c u r r e n c e  i n  

a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Canon i s  once  i n  H a m le t^ 2a n d  i n  t h a t

i n s t a n c e  i t  seem s t o  b e  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  R a le g h  a l s o .  R a l ­

egh  was b o r n  i n  F a r d e l l ,  i n  Devon, and  h i s  f a t h e r  was known 

a s  " W a l te r  R a le g h  o f  F a r d e l l . " ^  T h ese  a r e  t h e  p a s s a g e s

3 ^ P e m b e r to n ,  p .  6 9 .  40pemb e r t o n ,  p .  69

^ P e m b e r t o n ,  p p .  6 8 - 9 .  ^ 23 * 1 ,  76

^ M a r t i n  A. S .  Hume, S i r  W a l te r  R a le g h ;  t h e  B r i t i s h  
d o m in io n  o f  t h e  W est (London .and U .S .A . :  F i s h e r  Unwin, 1 8 9 7 ) ,
p .  10 .
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i n  w h ic h  t h e  w ord  i s  u s e d :

. . . t h e r e  i s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  f a r d e l  w i l l  make him  
s c r a t c h  h i s  beard.44

. . . t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h a t  f a r d e l ,  t h e  p l a c e  o f  
y o u r  d w e l l i n g ,  y o u r  nam es, y o u r  a g e s ,  o f  w ha t h a v ­
i n g ,  b r e e d i n g ,  and any  t h i n g  t h a t  i s  f i t t i n g  t o  be 
known, d i s c o v e r . ^

The f a r d e l  t h e r e ?  W h a t 's  i '  t h e  f a r d e l ?  W h ere fo re  
t h e  b o x ? 46

S i r ,  t h e r e  l i e s  su c h  s e c r e t s  i n  t h i s  f a r d e l  a n d  box 
w h ich  none  m ust know b u t  t h e  k in g ;  . . . 4 /

I  was b y  a t  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  f a r d e l ,  h e a r d  t h e  o l  
s h e p h e r d  d e l i v e r  t h e  m anner how he  fo u n d  i t :  . . .4

I n  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  t h e  word may r e f e r  t o  t h e  S p a n is h  t r e a

s u r e  s h i p  t h a t  was c a p t u r e d  by  G r e n v i l l e  on h i s  r e t u r n

f ro m  t h e  t r i p  t o  V i r g i n i a  f o r  R a le g h  i n  1585* The

" b e a r d "  may r e f e r  t o  R a le g h ’ s  b e a r d  w h ich  he  w ore v e r y

f u l l ,  an d  t h e  "box"  may r e f e r  t o ‘ t h e  c a b i n e t  o f  p e a r l s

w h ic h  v/as one o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i t e m s  b r o u g h t  b a ck  by

G r e n v i l l e  f ro m  t h e  t r e a s u r e  o f  t h e  c a p t u r e d  s h i p . 49

Hume w r o te :

On b o a r d  t h e  p r i z e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t r e a s u r e  was a  
f i n e  c a b i n e t  o f  p e a r l s ;  and  much w r a n g l in g  e n su e d  
b e tw e e n  t h e  c a p t o r s  a s  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s h a r e s  
o f  t h e  b o o t y .  S i r  L ew is  S t u k e l y  . . . s a i d  t h a t  
R a le g h  h a d  c h a rg e d  E l i z a b e t h  w i t h  t a k i n g  a l l  t h e  
p e a r l s  f o r  h e r s e l f  . . .  He p h i l i p s '  am b assad o r]  
s a y s  'T h e  s h i p  w h ich  t h i s  c a p t a i n  s a y s  was c a p ­
t u r e d  b y  R a l e g h 's  e x p e d i t i o n ,  w i t h  so  l a r g e  a  t r e a ­
s u r e  i n  g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  p e a r l s ,  c h o c h i n e a l ,  s u g a r ,  
i v o r y ,  an d  h i d e s  . . .'->0

444 .  3 -  7 1 5 -6  3 . 7 2 5 .9  46t>  ?64_ 5

4 ? 4 .  3- 7 6 6 -7  w 5 . 2 .  4 « c la rk >  p . 5 6 o .

5°Hume, p .  7 5 .
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T h e re  may a l s o  be a  c o n n e c t i o n  b e tw ee n  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  

t h i s  t r e a s u r e  and  t h e  g o ld  t h a t  i s  fo u n d  i n  t h e  b u n d le  

l e f t  w i t h  P e r d i t a .  Clown s a y s :

Gold! a l l  g o ld !
SHEPHERD j.-

T h i s  i s  f a i r y - g o l d ,  b o y ,  an d  ’ t w i l l  p ro v e  so  . .

" F a i r y  g o ld "  i s .  fo u nd  g o l d ,  s u p p o s e d ly  p l a c e d  w here  i t  i s  

fo u n d  by  f a i r i e s  and s u p p o s e d  t o  go a s  e a s i l y  a s  i t  i s  

f o u n d .  F o r  E l i z a b e t h ,  t h e  c a p t u r e d  g o ld  was c e r t a i n l y  

" f a i r y  g o l d . "

A n o th e r  r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p l a y  i s  t o  "w ard en  p i e s . "  

Clown s a y s ,  " I  m ust h ave  s a f f r o n ,  t o  c o l o u r  t h e  w a rd e n -  

p i e s . " 5 2  R a le g h  was made L ord  Warden o f  t h e  S t a n n e r i e s  

i n  1 5 3 5 .5 3  He had  a l s o  b e e n  g iv e n  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  e x ­

p o r t i n g  "w o o len  c l o t h s . "  I n  March 15^4 , a  l i c e n s e  was 

g i v e n  t o  R a le g h  t o  e x p o r t  a  c e r t a i n  num ber o f  w o o le n  

c l o t h s ,  and  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  was r e ­

g r a n t e d  and  e x t e n d e d . 54 i n  th e  p l a y  Clown s a y s :

L e t  me s e e >  e v e ry  ’ l e v e n  w e a th e r  t o d s ;  e v e r y  t o d  
y i e l d s  pound and  odd s h i l l i n g :  f i f t e e n  h u n d re d  
s h o r n ,  w h a t  comes t h e  w ool t o ? 55

Wool was a  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e  t r a d e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ; i t  so u n d s

l i k e  S h a k e s p e a r e  i s  w o n d e r in g  how w e l l  Ra le g h  was d o in g

w i th  h i s  e x p o r t  p r i v i l e g e .  S t a f f o r d ’s  B r e e f e  C o n c e ip te

o f  E n g l i s h  P o l l i c y e , p u b l i s h e d  i n  15 ^1 , g i v e s  t h e  p r i c e

o f  a  t o d  o f  w o o l  a t  tw e n ty  o r  two and  tw e n ty  s h i l l i n g s ;

513 .  3 . 1 2 2 -4  524 . 2 . 46  53Hume, Rai e gh . p .  4 4 .

5/*lbid . ,p .  4 1 . 554 . 3 . 32-4
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so  t h a t  t h e  medium p r i c e  was e x a c t l y  "po u n d  a n d  odd 

s h i l l i n g s , "  a s  Clown s a y s . ^

I n  15^6 , a f t e r  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  A n thony  B a b in g -  

t o n  f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  p l o t  t h a t  b o r e  h i s  name, R a l e g h ’ s 

w e a l t h  was i n c r e a s e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  Queen g r a n t e d  t o  h im  

n e a r l y  e v e r y  a c r e  o f  t h e  b ro a d  l a n d s  i n  t h e  f i v e  E n g l i s h  

c o u n t i e s  p o s s e s s e d  by  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  B ab ing ton , t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  a l l  h i s  g oods a n d  p r o p e r t y ,  w i t h  t h e  s o l e  e x c e p t i o n  

o f  a  c u r i o u s  c lo c k  w h ic h  she  k e p t  f o r  h e r s e l f . 5? " C lo ck "  

i s  m e n t io n e d  tw ic e  i n  t h e  p l a y :

I  lo v e  t h e e  n o t  a  j a r  o ’^ t h e  c l o c k  b e h in d
What l a d y  sh e  h e r  l o r d .

W ish in g  c lo c k s  more s w i f t ?
H o u rs ,  m in u te s?  Noon, m id n ig h t?

The m e n t io n  o f  su c h  i t e m s  a s  " f a r d e l , "  " w o o l ,"  

an d  " c lo c k "  i s  n o t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  when the , w o rd s  a r e  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y ;  b u t  when t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  w ords  

su c h  a s  " f a i r y - g o l d , "  " w a r d e n - p i e s , " a n d  o t h e r s  t o  be  men­

t i o n e d  l a t e r ,  a r e  p i l e d  up i n  t h e  same p l a y ,  s u r e l y  t h e r e  

i s  some c o n n e c t i n g  l i n k  b e h in d  them  when t h e y  c a n  a l l  be 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  S i r  W a l te r  R a le g h .

I n  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  p l a y  L e o n te s  s a y s  t o  

h i s  young so n  M a m i l l iu s ,  " A r t  t h o u  my b o y ?"  t o  w h ic h  t h e  

boy  r e p l i e s ,  "Ay, my good L o r d ."  Then L e o n te s  s a y s :

I ’ f e c k s ?
Why, t h a t ’ s my baw cock . What! h a s t  s m u tc h t  t h y  

n o s e ? —
They s a y  i t  i s  a  copy o f  m in e .  Come, c a p t a i n ,
We m ust be  n e a t ; — n o t  n e a t ,  b u t  c l e a n l y ,  c a p t a i n :

^ F u r n e s s ,  1 1 :1 6 9 .  57HUme) R a l e g h , p .  31*

5fil .  2 .  43 591 .  2 .  2S9
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And y e t  t h e  s t e e r ,  t h e  h e i f e r ,  an d  t h e  c a l f  
Are a l l  c a l l ’ d n e a t .  S t i l l  v i r g i n a l l i n g  
Upon h i s  p a lm ? — How now, y o u  w an to n  c a l f !
A r t  t h o u  my c a l f ? ° °

T h i s  i n c i d e n t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  p l a y ,  

b u t  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  b o y  i s  c a l l e d  " C a p t a i n , "  

and  t h a t  L e o n te s  r e p r e s e n t s  a u t h o r i t y ,  " t h e  r u l e r  o f  th e  

l a n d . "  I t  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  S i r  W a l te r  R a le g h ,  

one o f  t h e  m ost fam ous C a p ta in s  o f  h i s  t im e ,  h a d  an  a q u i ­

l i n e  n o se  e x t r e m e l y  l i k e  t h a t  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h .  On t h e  

o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s tm a s  d an ce  a t  G reen w ich , 27 December 

15&4, sh e  n o t i c e d  a  smudge on R a l e g h ’ s  n o s e .

As lo n g  a s  t h e  d a n c in g  l a s t e d  sh e  ( th e  Queen^sum - 
moned young an d  o l d  and  sp o k e  c o n t i n u o u s l y .  A l l  
o f  th em  k n e l t  b e f o r e  h e r .  She c h a t t e d  an d  j e s t e d  
m ost a m ia b ly  w i t h  th em , a n d  p o i n t i n g  w i t h  h e r  f i n ­
g e r  a t  t h e  f a c e  o f  one M a s t e r  o r  C a p ta in  R a i l  ( R a l ­
e g h ) ,  t o l d  h im  t h a t  t h e r e  was smut on i t .  She a l s o  
o f f e r e d  t o  w ip e  i t  o f f  w i t h  h e r  h a n d k e r c h i e f ,  b u t  
he a n t i c i p a t i n g  h e r  rem oved  i t  h i m s e l f .  They s a y  
t h a t  sh e  now l o v e s  him  b ey o n d  a l l  o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h i s  
one may e a s i l y  c r e d i t ,  f o r  b u t  a  y e a r  ago  he  c o u ld  
s c a r c e l y  k e e p  one s e r v a n t ,  w h e re a s  now owing; t o  h e r  
b o u n ty  he c a n  a f f o r d  t o  k e e p  f i v e  h u n d re d .

The pun on " n e a t " — w h ich  means o x — i n  t h e  above  p a s s a g e ,

i s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  L ord  O x f o r d ’ s  an d  S i r  W a l t e r ’ s  r i v a l r y

f o r  t h e  Q ueen ’s a f f e c t i o n .  O th e r  synonyms a r e  u s e d —

s t e e r ,  h e i f e r ,  c a l f — e x c e p t  t h e  o b v io u s  o n e — o x .  "N ea t"

a l s o  i s  a n  a n c i e n t  w ord f o r  " h o r n e d  c a t t l e , "62 w h ich  w ould

6ol .  2 .  1 2 0 -5
£i\ V i c t o r  Von K a r w i l l ,  ed. E l i z a b e t h  an d  Some F o r ­

e i g n e r s  (London: Jo h n  L an e ,  1 9 2 S ) ,  p .  3 3 8 .

^ F u rn e s s ,  1 1 :2 4 .
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s u g g e s t  t h a t  someone i s  b e in g  " c u c k o ld e d "  by  som eone. 

Then t h e r e  i s  t h e  w ord " v i r g i n a l l i n g , " a p o s s i b l e  r e f ­

e r e n c e  t o  R a l e g h ' s  c o lo n y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  o r  t o  E l i z a b e t h ' s  

p l a y i n g  upon t h e  v i r g i n a l s ,  o r  t o  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  th e  

" V i r g i n  Q u e e n ,"  o r  p e rh a p s  t o  a l l  t h r e e .

T h e re  i s  a  p a s s a g e  i n  w h ich  an  a l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  

Q u e e n 's  f o n d n e s s  f o r  R a le g h  i s  made; h e r  p e t  name f o r

him  b e in g  " w a t e r . "^3

He s a y s  he  l o v e s  my d a u g h te r :
I  t h i n k  so  t o o ;  f o r  n e v e r  g a z e d  t h e  moon 
Upon t h e  w a t e r ,  a s  h e ' l l  s t a n d ,  and  r e a d ,
As ' t w e r e ,  my d a u g h t e r ' s  e y e s :  a n d ,  t o  be p l a i n ,
I  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  n o t  h a l f  a  k i s s  t o  choo se  
Who l o v e s  a n o t h e r  b e s t . ° ^

The "moon" o f  c o u r s e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Queen, who was o f t e n  

c a l l e d  C y n t h i a .  I t  w as a  q u e s t i o n  o f  w here  R a l e g h 's  

lo v e  l a y — f o r  h i s  V i r g i n i a  p r o j e c t  o r  f o r  h i s  Q ueen.

I  r e p e a t  h e r e  f o r  e m p h a s is  t h a t  w hat I  am p r e ­

s e n t i n g  a r e  n o t  " p r o o f s " ;  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  " p ro v e "  

w h a t  was i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  mind when he  w ro te  t h e  p l a y s .

An i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p o e t r y  c a n n o t  be p ro v ed  i n  t h e  same 

way t h a t  a  p h y s i c s  t h e o r y  o r  a  c h e m ic a l  e q u a t io n  c a n  be 

p r o v e d .  I  am p r e s e n t i n g  c o n j e c t u r e s ,  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  s u g ­

g e s t i o n s ,  n o t  i n  any  way m ean t t o  be  a b s o l u t e s .  I t  i s  

b e c a u s e  the many a l l u s i o n s  i n  a s i n g l e  p l a y  seem t o  c l u s ­

t e r  a ro u n d  a  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  I  am i n t e r p r e t i n g  

th e s e  r e f l e c t i o n s  a s  I  d o .  I n  t h i s  v e i n  t h e n ,  I  b e l i e v e

^Hume, R a legh , p . 37. 3 . 171-6
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t h a t  i n  some p a r t s  o f  The W in t e r ’ s  T a le  P e r d i t a  p e r s o n ­

i f i e s  t h e  s m a l l  band o f  V i r g i n i a  c o l o n i s t s  o r g a n i z e d  

u n d e r  R a le g h ’ s  d i r e c t i o n ,  c a r r i e d  t o  A m erica  b y  S i r  

R ic h a r d  G r e n v i l l e ,  and  l e f t  on t h e  s h o r e  o f  a  s t r a n g e  

l a n d  t o  f a c e  t h e  h a z a r d s  and  d a n g e r s  o f  an  u n c i v i l i z e d  

an d  u n c u l t i v a t e d  c o u n t r y  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Gov­

e r n o r  R a lp h  L a n e .

The a c t  o f  l e a v i n g  a b an d  o f  p e o p le  i n  a s t r a n g e  

l a n d  t o  s u f f e r  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  w i n t e r ,  t o  f a c e  unknown 

s a v a g e s  an d  b e a s t s ,  and  t o  be w i t h o u t  s h i p s  t o  t a k e  them  

b a c k  i n  c a s e  o f  t r o u b l e ,  was w a tc h e d  w i t h  a p p r e h e n s io n  

by  a l l  E n g l ish m e n ,  and  p r o b a b ly  many w ere  c r i t i c a l  o f  

t h e  Queen f o r  a l l o w in g  them  to  go w i t h o u t  h e r  f u l l  f i n ­

a n c i a l ,  m a t e r i a l ,  an d  m o ra l  s u p p o r t .  We m ust rem em ber 

a l s o  t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  h a r d s h i p s ,  bad  a s  t h e y  w e r e ,  w ere  

m i ld  i n  c o m p a r is o n  w i th  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  s t o r i e s  t o l d  by  

r e t u r n i n g  t r a v e l e r s — t a l e s  t h a t  grew  w i t h  e ac h  t e l l i n g .

I n  a  l e t t e r  G overnor Lane s e n t  by G r e n v i l l e  t o

W als ingham , t h e r e  was t h e  f o l lo w in g  s e n t e n c e :  "God w i l l

command e v e n  t h e  r a v e n s  t o  f e e d  u s . " ^  Pr a Ye r  of
A n t ig o n u s  b e a r s  a  s t r o n g  re s e m b la n c e  t o  th e s e ,  w o rd s :

Come on , p o o r  b a b e :
Some p o w e r f u l  s p i r i t  i n s t r u c t  t h e  k i t e s  a n d  ra v e n s .
To be  t h y  n u r s e s

P o l i x i n e s  may be a  l i g h t l y  s k e t c h e d  p o r t r a i t  o f  

R a le g h .  One p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  name may be t h a t  i t

65Hume, R a legh , p . 78. 662 . 3 . IS 4-6
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d e r i v e s  from  P o l y b i u s ,  a  G reek  h i s t o r i a n  ( c .  2 0 5 -1 2 4  B .C .)*  

I n  R a l e g h ' s  The H i s t o r i e  o f  t h e  w o r l d , w h ic h  he  s t a r t e d  t o  

w r i t e  when he was c o n f in e d  t o  t h e  to w e r  i n  1 60 3 , one e x ­

t r a c t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " g a t h e r e d  o u t  o f  P o l y b i u s  and  o t h e r  

a u t h o r s  by  t h e  fam ous h i s t o r i a n  S i r  W a l t e r  R a l e g h . " ^  

W hether  S h a k e s p e a re  knew R a le g h  was s t u d y i n g  P o l y b i u s  c a n ­

n o t  be known. I f  he d i d ,  he may h a v e ,  i n  h i s  p a s s i o n  f o r  

word gam es, com bined t h i s  name w i t h  t h e  G reek  " x e n o ,"  

m ean ing  g u e s t ,  t o  l a b e l  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  " g u e s t  o f  P o ly ­

b i u s "  o r  P o l i x e n e s .  I t  i s  R a le g h ’ s  c o lo n y ,  Roanoke I s ­

l a n d  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  ro u g h  k ingdom  A rch idam us 

s p e a k s  o f  t o  C a m il lo  i n  t h e  o p e n in g  s c e n e  o f  t h e  p l a y :

You s h a l l  s e e ,  a s  I  have  s a i d ,  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e tw ix t  o u r  Bohemia and  y o u r  S i c i l i a .

T h ere  may be a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l a n d s ,  b u t  C a m i l lo  r e ­

m inds A rch idam us o f  t h e  c lo se  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  S i c i l i a  

(E n g la n d )  and  Bohemia ( V i r g i n i a ) :

S i c i l i a  c a n n o t  show h i m s e l f  o v e r - k i n d  t o  B ohem ia .
They w ere  t r a i n ’d t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e i r  c h i l d h o o d s ;  
and  t h e r e  r o o t e d  b e t w i x t  them  s u c h  a n  a f f e c t i o n ,  
w h ich  c a n n o t  ch o o se  b u t  b r a n c h  now. S in c e  t h e i r  
more m a tu re  d i g n i t i e s  and  r o y a l  n e c e s s i t i e s  made 
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s o c i e t y ,  t h e i r  e n c o u n t e r s ,  
th o u g h  n o t  p e r s o n a l ,  h a t h  b e e n  r o y a l l y  a t t o r n e y ' d  
w i th  i n t e r c h a n g e  o f  g i f t s ,  l e t t e r s ,  l o v i n g  em bas­
s i e s ;  t h a t  t h e y  h av e  se em ’ d t o  be t o g e t h e r ,  th o u g h  
a b s e n t ;  shook  h a n d s ,  a s  o v e r  a v a s t  [sea]  ; and  em­
b r a c e d ,  a s  i t  w e re ,  f ro m  t h e  e n d s  o f  o p p o se d  w in d s .
The h e a v e n s  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  l o v e s ’. ° 9

I n  c a l l i n g  S i c i l i a  E n g la n d ,  I  am d ra w in g  on t h e  

d e r i s i v e  name u s e d  by  L e i c e s t e r ’ s  p a r t y  f o r  E n g la n d —

^ E r n e s t  A. S t r a th m a n n ,  S i r  W a l t e r  R a le g h  A S tu d y  
i n  E l i z a b e t h a n  S k e p t i c i s m  (New Y ork: C olum bia  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  P* 13*

6S 1 . 1 . 3-4  691 . 1 . 21-33
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Regnum C e c i l i a n u m . T h is  te rm  was u s e d  i n  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  

by L ord  B u rg h le y  i n  w h ich  he s a i d :

. . . They t h a t  s a y  i n  r a s h  and  m a l i c i o u s  m ockery 
t h a t  E n g la n d  i s  become Regnum C e c i l ia n u m  may u se  
t h e i r  own c a n k e re d  hum our.7 °

T h e re  i s  a l s o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  C y m b e l in e , Posthum us L eon-

a t u s ,  h u sb a n d  o f  Im ogen, d ream s o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  S i c i l i u s

L e o n a tu s ,  a name w h ich  b e a r s  a s t r o n g  r e s e m b la n c e  t o

^Regnum C e c i l i a n u m . I f  S i c i l i u s  r e p r e s e n t s  E ng lan d  and

L e o n a tu s  s t a n d s  f o r  " L e o ,"  S i c i l i u s  L e o n a tu s  means ’’R u le r

o f  E n g l a n d , ’’ a s  d o e s  Regnum C e c i l i a n u m , o r  L e o n te s ,  King

o f  S i c i l i a ,  who s p e a k s  f o r  E l i z a b e t h  when he s a y s ,  ’’T here

i s  a  p l o t  a g a i n s t  my l i f e ,  my crow n; /  A l l ’ s t r u e  t h a t  i s

m i s t r u s t e d . ’’? 1 T h is  " R u le r  o f  E n g la n d ’’ so u n d s  l i k e  Queen

E l i z a b e t h ,  consumed w i t h  j e a l o u s y  and u n w i l l i n g  t o  l e t

R a le g h  o u t  o f  h e r  s i g h t ,  and  i n  f e a r  o f  c o n s p i r a c i e s  t h a t

a r e  b e in g  p l o t t e d  a g a i n s t  h e r .

Herm ione may be a  p o r t r a i t  o f  Mary Queen o f  S c o t s ,  

s t a n d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t y r a n n i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  fo redoo m ed , d e ­

f e n d i n g  h e r s e l f  w i t h  p o i s e  and  d i g n i t y .

LEONTES
P r e p a r e  y o u , l o r d s ;

Summon a s e s s i o n ,  t h a t  we may a r r a i g n  
Our m ost d i s l o y a l  l a d y ;  f o r ,  a s  sh e  h a t h  
Been p u b l i c l y  a c c u s e d ,  so  s h a l l  sh e  have  
A j u s t  and  o pen  t r i a l .  W hile  sh e  l i v e s ,
My h e a r t  w i l l  be a b u rd e n  t o  m e .? 2

?°Hume, B u rgh ley , p . 393. 712. 1 . 46-7

722 . 3 . 201-6
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HERMIONE
S in c e  w ha t I  am t o  s a y  m ust be b u t  t h a t
Which c o n t r a d i c t s  my a c c u s a t i o n ,  and
The t e s t i m o n y  on my p a r t  no o t h e r
But w h a t  comes from  m y s e l f ,  i t  s h a l l  s c a r c e  b o o t  me
To s a y ,  ’Not g u i l t y : ’ my i n t e g r i t y
B eing  c o u n te d  f a l s e h o o d ,  s h a l l ,  a s  I  e x p r e s s  i t ,
Be so  r e c e i v e d .  But t h u s :  i f  powers d i v i n e  
B eho ld  o u r  human a c t i o n s ,  a s  t h e y  do,
I  d o u b t  n o t ,  t h e n ,  b u t  in n o c e n c e  s h a l l  make
F a l s e  a c c u s a t i o n  b l u s h ,  and  t y r a n n y
T rem ble  a t  p a t i e n c e .  You, my l o r d ,  b e s t  know,
Who l e a s t  w i l l  seem t o  do s o ,  my p a s t  l i f e  
H a th  b e e n  a s  c o n t i n e n t ,  a s  c h a s t e ,  a s  t r u e ,
As I  am now unhappy ; w h ich  i s  more
Than h i s t o r y  can  p a t t e r n ,  th o u g h  d e v i s e d
And p l a y ’d t o  t a k e  s p e c t a t o r s ;  f o r ,  b e h o ld  m e ,—

a k i n g ' s  d a u g h te r ,
The m o th e r  o f  a  h o p e f u l  p r i n c e . 73

The in n o c e n c e  o f  P o l i x e n e s  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f

R a l e g h 's  in n o c e n c e  i n  t h e  B a b in g to n  p l o t  i n  w hich  h e  was

a c c u s e d  o f  b e in g  i n v o l v e d .  Hermione a l s o  c la im s  t o  be

i n n o c e n t :  "Now, f o r  c o n s p i r a c y ,  /  I  know n o t  how i t

t a s t e s . "74

At t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  p l a y ,  P o l ix e n e s  (R a le g h )

b e s e e c h e s  L e o n te s  (Queen E l i z a b e t h )  n o t  t o  keep  him  fro m

h i s  voyage  t o  Bohemia ( V i r g i n i a ) .

P r e s s  me n o t ,  b e s e e c h  you , s o .  
T here  i s  no to n g u e  t h a t  m oves, n o ne , none i '  t h e  

w o r l d ,
So so o n  a s  y o u r s  c o u ld  w in  me: so  i t  s h o u ld  now,
Were t h e r e  n e c e s s i t y  i n  y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  a l t h o u g h  
'T w ere  n e e d f u l  I  d e n ie d  i t .  My a f f a i r s  
Do e v e n  d r a g  me homeward: w h ich  t o  h i n d e r ,
W ere, i n  y o u r  l o v e ,  a whip t o  m e . 73

J u s t  so  d id  R a le g h  p le a d  w i th  h i s  Queen t o  be a l lo w e d

733 . 2 . 22-40  743# 2 . 71-2  751 . 2 . 19-25
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t o  v e n tu r e  t o  A m erica .

When a s k e d  i f  he i s  fo n d  o f  h i s  s o n ,  P o l i x e n e s  

r e p l i e s ,  " H e 's  a l l  my e x e r c i s e ,  my m i r t h ,  my m a t t e r .

T h is  s o n ’ s  name i s  F l o r i z e l ,  p r i n c e  o f  B ohem ia.

The Random House D i c t i o n a r y  l i s t s  t h e  w ord 

" d o n z e l"  a s  b e in g  an  a r c h a i c  e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  a  young  g e n t l e ­

man n o t  k n i g h te d ,  t h e  w ord b e in g  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  dom in-  

( u s ) , l o r d ,  p l u s  — c e l l u s . d im . s u f f i x .  U s in g  t h i s  same 

f o r m u la ,  F l o r i z e l  may be  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  F l o r i d a  p l u s  

— c e l l u s . o r  F l o r i z e l ,  young  F l o r i d a .

When L e o n te s  s a y s :

. . . y o u ' l l  be  fo u n d ,
Be you b e n e a th  t h e  s k y .  — ^ a s id e j  I  am a n g l i n g  now 
Though you  p e r c e i v e  me n o t  how I  g i v e  l i n e . ' '

t h i s  i s  a n  a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how E l i z a b e t h  p u l l e d  

s t r i n g s  and  a n g le d  and m a n ip u la t e d  t h o s e  a ro u n d  h e r .

I n  t h e  n e x t  a c t ,  P a u l in a  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  i n ­

f a n t  ( t h e  V i r g i n i a  C o l o n i s t s )  i s  & f r e e  an d  in d e p e n d e n t  

e n t i t y .

The c h i l d  was p r i s o n e r  t o  t h e  womb, and  i s ,
By law  and  p r o c e s s  o f  g r e a t  n a t u r e ,  t h e n c e  
F re e d  and  e n f r a n c h i s e d ;  n o t  a  p a r t y  t o  
The a n g e r  o f  t h e  k i n g ,  n o r  g u i l t y  o f ,  *
I f  any  b e ,  t h e  t r e s p a s s  o f  t h e  q u e e n . ' °

T h is  r e c a l l s  E l i z a b e t h ' s  a t t i t u d e  o f  n o t  w a n t in g  a n y  l e g a l

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  new c o l o n i e s .  " T h a t  b r a t  i s  none

o f  m in e ,"  s a y s  L e o n te s .  " I t  i s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  P o l i x e n e s . " 7 9

761 .  2 .  167 771 .  2 .  1 79 -1 8 1
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But P a u l in a  i n s i s t s  t h e r e  i s  no m i s t a k i n g  t h e  re s e m b la n c e  

b e tw ee n  p a r e n t  and  o f f s p r i n g :

I t  i s  y o u r s ;
And, m ig h t  we l a y  t h e  o l d  p ro v e r b  t o  y o u r  c h a r g e ,
So l i k e  y o u , ' t i s  t h e  w o r s e . — B e h o ld ,  my l o r d s ,  
A l th o u g h  t h e  p r i n t  be  l i t t l e ,  t h e  w ho le  m a t t e r  
And copy o f  t h e  f a t h e r , — e y e ,  n o s e ,  l i p ;
The t r i c k  o f  ' s  f ro w n ;  h i s  f o r e h e a d ;  n a y ,  t h e  v a l l e y ,  
The p r e t t y  d im p le s  o f  h i s  c h i n  a n d  c h e e k ;  h i s  s m i l e s ;  
The v e r y  m ould a n d  f ram e  o f  h a n d ,  n a i l ,  f i n g e r ; — 80

L e o n te s  i n s i s t s :

' t i s  a  b a s t a r d ,
So s u r e  a s  t h i s  b e a r d ' s  g r a y , —w hat w i l l  you 

a d v e n t u r e  
To sa v e  t h e  b r a t ' s  l i f e ?

We e n j o i n  t h e e ,
As t h o u  a r t  l ie g e m a n  t o  u s ,  t h a t  you c a r r y  
T h is  f e m a le  b a s t a r d  h e n c e ;  and  t h a t  you b e a r  i t  
To some re m o te  an d  d e s e r t  p l a c e ,  q u i t e  o u t  
Of o u r  d o m in io n s ;  and  t h a t  t h e r e  you  l e a v e  i t ,  
W ith o u t  more m ercy , t o  i t s  own p r o t e c t i o n  
And f a v o u r  o f  t h e  c l i m a t e .

. . . commend i t  s t r a n g e l y  to^so m e  p l a c e  
Where ch an c e  may n u r s e  o r  end  i t  . . . 2

And A n t ig o n u s  s a y s ,  " P o o r  t h i n g ,  cond em n 'd  t o  l o s s ! "^3

L e o n te s  s e n d s  C leom enes and  D ion t o  A p o l lo ,  th e

o r a c l e  a t  D e lp h o s ,  t o  l e a r n  i f  h i s  j e a l o u s y  h a s  b e e n

j u s t i f i e d .  Hume w r o te  t h a t  R a le g h  had  c a p t u r e d  t h e  Q u e e n 's

e a r  an d  sh e  was t a k e n  i n  by h i s  e l e c u t i o n .  She to o k  him

f o r  " a  k in d  o f  o r a c l e ,  w h ich  n e t t l e d  them  a l l . " ^ 4  One

p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e

" o r a c l e "  i s  t h a t  t h e y  r e f e r  t o  R a le g h ,  w i t h  whom t h e

Queen c o n s u l t e d  on t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  I r e l a n d ,  t h e  a f f a i r s

g02 .  3 .  9 7 -1 0 5  B l 2 .  3 .  1 6 0 -2  
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o f  Queen Mary o f  S c o t s ,  m a t t e r s  i n  S p a in  and  i n  t h e  Low 

C o u n t r i e s ,  and  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  New W o rld .  Her 

m i n i s t e r s  c e r t a i n l y  m ust h av e  b e en  n e t t l e d  t o  be o v e r ­

lo o k e d  on t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  L e o n te s  

( a s  E l i z a b e t h )  s e n d s  t o  t h e  '’o r a c l e ’' f o r  a  d e c i s i o n  on 

H e rm io n e ’ s  c o n d u c t .

We s h o u ld  a l s o  n o t e  L e o n t e ’s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  

P o l i x e n e s  r e m a in  l o n g e r  i n  S i c i l i a ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  own 

k in g d o m ’ s  n e e d  f o r  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  Hume t e l l s  us  t h a t  

m ost o f  t h e  m i s f o r t u n e s  w h ic h  b e f e l l  R a l e g h ’ s  a t t e m p t s  

t o  s e t t l e  h i s  new d o m in io n  a r o s e  f ro m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  

d u t i e s  n e a r  t h e  Queen p r e v e n t e d  him  f ro m  g i v i n g  i t  h i s  

p e r s o n a l  s u p e r v i s i o n . ^5 E l i z a b e t h  s c a r c e l y  e v e r  a l lo w e d  

t h e  handsom e c a p t a i n  t o  l e a v e  h e r  s i d e .

When C leom enes an d  D ion r e t u r n  f ro m  D e lp h o s ,  

t h e y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  h av e  s e e n :

CLEOMENES
The c l i m a t e ’ s  d e l i c a t e ;  t h e  a i r  m ost sw e e t ;
F e r t i l e  t h e  i s l e ; t h e  t e m p le  much s u r p a s s i n g  
The common p r a i s e  i t  b e a r s .

DION..................................................
I f  t h e  e v e n t  o ’ t h e  j o u r n e y
P ro v e  a s  s u c c e s s f u l  t o  t h e  q u e e n , — 0 , b e ’ t  s o ! —
As i t  h a t h  b e e n  t o  u s  r a r e ,  p l e a s a n t ,  s p e e d y ,
The t im e  i s  w o r th  t h e  u se  o n ’t —

T h is  c o u ld  r e f e r  t o  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  R a le g h  s e n t  o u t  u n d e r  

B a rlo w  a n d  Amadas i n  15&4. They r e t u r n e d  w i th  g lo w in g  r e ­

p o r t s  o f  t h e  new l a n d .

g 5Hume, R alegh , p . 77 . S63 . 1 .  1-3, 11-14
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. . .  we v iew ed  t h e  l a n d  a b o u t  u s  . . .  so  f u l l  o f  
g r a p e s ,  a s  t h e  v e r y  b e a t i n g  and s u r g e  o f  t h e  Sea 
o v e r f lo w e d  th em , o f  w h ich  we fo u n d  su c h  p l e n t i e , a s  
w e l l  t h e r e  a s  i n  a l l  p l a c e s  e l s e  . . .  I  t h i n k e  i n  
a l l  t h e  w o r ld  t h e  l i k e  abundance  i s  n o t  t o  be  f o u n d .  
. . . T h i s  i s l a n d  h a d  many g o o d ly  woodes f u l l  o f  
D e e re ,  C o n ie s ,  H a re s  and Fow le , even  i n  t h e  m id d e s t  
o f  summer i n  i n c r e d i b l e  a b u n d a n c e .

T h is  was p a r t  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  voyage C a p ta in  B a rlo w

w ro te  f o r  R a le g h  i n  1 5 ^ 9 , w h ich  w a s ,  i n  p a r t ,  i n t e n d e d  t o

t o  e n c o u ra g e  l a t e r  e x p e d i t i o n s .  A f t e r  B a rlo w  a n d  Amadas

r e t u r n e d ,  R a le g h  s t a r t e d  o r g a n i z i n g  a n o t h e r  e x p e d i t i o n

f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  c o l o n i z i n g  V i r g i n i a .

The m essage  b r o u g h t  b a c k  fro m  t h e  o r a c l e  r e a d s :

H erm ione i s  c h a s t e ;  P o l i x e n e s  b l a m e l e s s ;  C a m il lo  a 
t r u e  s u b j e c t ;  L e o n te s  a  j e a l o u s  t y r a n t ;  h i s  i n n o c e n t  
babe  t r u l y  b e g o t t e n ;  and  t h e  k in g  w i l l  l i v e  w i t h o u t  
an  h e i r ,  i f  t h a t  w h ich  i s  l o s t  i s  n o t  fo u n d .

A v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Queen t e l l s  A n t ig o n u s :

The babe
I s  c o u n te d  l o s t  f o r  e v e r ,  P e r d i t a ,
I  p r i t h e e  c a l l ’t .  °

T h is  i s  t h e  c lu e  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t  may r e p r e s e n t  t h e  ML o s t

C o lo n y ," t h e  v e n t u r e  t h a t  f a i l e d .  And when A n t ig o n u s

s a y s :

. . . .  p o o r  w r e tc h !
T h a t  f o r  t h y  m o th e r ’ s  f a u l t  a r t  t h u s  e x p o s ’d 
To l o s s  and  w h a t may f o l l o w .  . .90

we a r e  r e m in d e d  t h a t  w hat h e l p  E l i z a b e t h  g av e  was b o th

l i m i t e d  and  s e c r e t .  A n t ig o n u s  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d

. . . b e in g  in d e e d  t h e  i s s u e  
Of k i n g  P o l i x e n e s ,  i t  s h o u ld  h e r e  be l a i d ,

^ H a k l u y t  6 : 1 2 2 - 3 .  ^ 3 . 2 .  1 3 3 -7
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E i t h e r  i n  l i f e  o r  d e a t h ,  upon  t h e  e a r t h  
Of i t s  r i g h t  f a t h e r . 91

I f  we r e c a l l  t h a t  Edmund S p e n s e r  b e s to w e d  on 

R a le g h  i n  h i s  poems t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  a p p e l l a t i o n  o f  "The 

S h e p h e rd  o f  t h e  Ocean" i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  

P e r d i t a  i s  r a i s e d  and n u r t u r e d  by  a  s h e p h e r d  a n d  i s  

c a l l e d  by t h e  C horus  "A s h e p h e r d ’ s  d a u g h t e r ." 92  And when 

P e r d i t a  a t t a c h e s  h e r s e l f  t o  F l o r i z e l ,  we r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  

names V i r g i n i a  and  F l o r i d a  w ere  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  f o r  many 

y e a r s  f o r  t h e  same t e r r i t o r y .

The V i r g i n i a  C o lo n y , th o u g h  " lo w -b o rn "  an d  n e ­

g l e c t e d ,  h a d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  becom ing  a 

f l o u r i s h i n g  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a s  w ould  l a t e r  h a p p e n .  P o l i x e n e s  

s a y s  o f  P e r d i t a :

T h is  i s  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  lo w -b o rn  l a s s  t h a t  e v e r  
Ran on t h e  g r e e n - s w a r d ;  n o t h i n g  sh e  d o e s  o r  seem s 
But sm acks o f  s o m e th in g  g r e a t e r  t h a n  h e r s e l f ;
Too n o b le  f o r  t h i s  p l a c e . 93

And S h e p h e rd  s a y s :

I f  young D o r i c l e s  
Do l i g h t  upon  h e r ,  sh e  s h a l l  b r i n g  h im  t h a t  
Which h e  n o t  d ream s o f .  94

C la r k  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  " D o r i c l e s "  

s t a n d s  f o r  "de  o ra c u lu m "  m ean ing  " o f  o r a c l e s , "  o r  " o f  

R a le g h ,  t h e  o r a c l e . " 9 -*

C a m il lo  a d v i s e s  F l o r i z e l  a n d  P e r d i t a  t o  go t o

913 . 3 . 4 2 - 4  924 .  p r o l .  27

934- 3 . 154-9 94^. 3 .  179-Bl

9^C lark , p . 555.
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S i c i l i a  (E n g la n d )  r a t h e r  t h a n

To u n p a t h ’ d w a t e r s ,  undream *d s h o r e s ,  m ost c e r t a i n  
To m i s e r i e s  enough : no hope  t o  h e l p  y o u .yo

I n  some o f  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  P e r d i t a ,  i f  t h e

w ord  ”V i r g i n i a ” i s  s u b s t i t u t e d ,  t h e  m eaning  s t i l l  h o l d s

t r u e . F o r  i n s t a n c e :

Ay, t h e  m ost p e e r l e s s  p i e c e  o f  e a r t h ,  I  t h i n k ,
T h a t  e ’ e r  t h e  su n  sh one  b r i g h t  o n . ? '

a n d

. . . T h is  i s  a  c r e a t u r e ,  
Would sh e  b e g in  a  s e c t ,  m ig h t  quench  t h e  z e a l  
Of a l l  p r o f e s s o r s  e l s e ,  make p r o s e l y t e s  
Of who s h e  b u t  b i d  f o l l o w . 98

L i f e  i s  so  d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h e  l a n d  w here  P e r d i t a

grow s up t h a t  l a b o r  i s  ex p en d e d  t o  grow u t i l i t a r i a n

h e r b s  o n l y ,  a n d  n e v e r  d e c o r a t i v e  f l o w e r s :

F o r  you t h e r e  * s  ro s e m a ry  an d  r u e : t h e s e  k e ep  
Seem ing and  s a v o u r  a l l  t h e  w i n t e r  l o n g .

H e r e ’ s f l o w e r s  f o r  y o u i  
Hot l a v a n d e r ,  m in t s ,  s a v o r y ,  m a r jo r a m .??

I t  was n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  sh o u ld  t a k e  w i t h  them

s e e d s  f o r  h e r b s  f o r  s e a s o n in g  and  c o o k in g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n

f o r  c u l t i v a t e d  f l o w e r s .  When C a m il lo  s a y s :

I  s h o u ld  l e a v e  g r a z i n g ,  w ere  I  o f  y o u r  f l o c k ,
And o n ly  l i v e  by  g a z i n g .

P e r d i t a  r e p l i e s :

O u t,  a l a s !
You’ I d  be  so  l e a n ,  t h a t  b l a s t s  o f  J a n u a r y  
Would b lo w  you  th r o u g h  a n d  t h r o u g h . 100

964 . 3 . 571-2  975 . 1 . 9 5 .6  9 8 5< l o 6 _g
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She means t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e r s  can  n o t  be  i d l e r s ;  e v e ry o n e  

m ust w ork  and  r a i s e  c r o p s  t o  s t o r e  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r .
101Bohemia i s  a  " d e s e r t  c o u n t r y  n e a r  t h e  s e a , "

a b o u t  w h ich  t h e  M a r in e r  s a y s :

. . . t h i s  p l a c e  i s  fam ous f o r  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  
Of p re y  t h a t  k e e p  u p o n ’ t . 102

re m in d in g  u s  o f  t h e  s t r a n g e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  t h e  v o y a g e r s  

b ro u g h t  b ack  a b o u t  m o n s te r s  and  s e r p e n t s .

P e r d i t a  r e t u r n s  t o  h e r  n a t i v e  l a n d  a f t e r  s i x t e e n  

y e a r s ,  w i th  F l o r i z e l  and w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  C a m i l lo .  

I t  may be t h a t  t h e s e  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s i x t e e n  

m onths t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o l o n i s t s  w e re  away f ro m  E n g lan d  b e ­

tw een  15$5 and  1 5 ^ 6 , and  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  th e  

p l a y  C a m il lo  r e p r e s e n t s  S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake  who r e s c u e d  

t h e  d e s p e r a t e  g ro u p  fro m  a v e r y  d i r e  s i t u a t i o n .  I f  

t h i s  i s  s o ,  C a m il lo  w ould  be  e x p r e s s i n g  D r a k e ’ s  lo n g in g  

t o  s e e  E n g la n d  and  t h e  Queen a f t e r  h i s  lo n g  a b s e n c e :

Now w e re  I  h a p p y ,  i f  
H is  g o in g  I  c o u ld  f ram e  t o  s e r v e  my t u r n ;
Save him  f ro m  d a n g e r ,  do h im  lo v e  an d  h o n o u r ;  
P u rc h a s e  t h e  s i g h t  a g a i n  o f  d e a r  S i c i l i a ,
And t h a t  unhappy  k in g  my m a s t e r ,  whom 
I  so  much t h i r s t  t o  s e e . 103

M e th in k s  I  s e e  
L e o n te s  o p e n in g  h i s  f r e e  a rm s ,  an d  w e ep in g  
H^s w elcom es f o r t h .

C a m il lo  a s k s  t h e  young  p e o p le  t o  t a k e  "A c o u r s e  more

p ro m is in g  /  Than a w i l d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  y o u r s e l v e s . "

He c o n t i n u e s :

1013 .  3 . s . d .  1023 .  3 . 1 1 -1 2  
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I f  you  may p l e a s e  t o  t h i n k  I  lo v e  t h e  k i n g ,
And, t h r o u g h  h im , w ha t i s  n e a r e s t  t o  h im , w h ic h  i s  
Y our g r a c i o u s  s e l f ,  em brace  b u t  my d i r e c t i o n , —
I f  y o u r  more p o n d e ro u s  a n d  s e t t l e  p r o j e c t  
May s u f f e r  a l t e r a t i o n * —

The " p r o j e c t ” i s  t h e  V i r g i n i a  s e t t l e m e n t  a b o u t  t o  be

g i v e n  u p .  When C a m il lo  o f f e r s  t o  p r o v id e  t h e  p r o p e r

c l o t h e s  f o r  t h e  b r i d e  o f  a p r i n c e ,  he  s a y s :

P r o s p e r i t y ’ s  t h e  v e r y  bond  o f  l o v e ,
Whose f r e s h  c o m p le x io n  a n d  whose h e a r t  t o g e t h e r  
A f f l i c t i o n  a l t e r s . 10fc>

T h is  a l l u s i o n  i s  t o  t h e  g r e a t  t r e a s u r e  Drake h ad  w i th  

h im  when he  r e t u r n e d .  C a m il lo  i s  s a y i n g  w h a t  D rake m ig h t  

h a v e  s a i d ,  t h a t  h i s  s o v e r e i g n  w ould  be  p l e a s e d  t o  se e  

t h e s e  r i c h e s  a n d  w ould  be more f o r g i v i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a i l u r e  

o f  t h e  c o lo n y  b e c a u s e  o f  th em .

R e tu r n i n g  t o  L e o n te s  we f i n d  t h a t  h i s  ( E l i z a ­

b e t h ’ s )  u n m a r r ie d  s t a t e  an d  l a c k  o f  h e i r s  i s  b e in g  d i s ­

c u s s e d :

PAULINA .
You a r e  one o f  t h o s e  

W ould h av e  him  wed a g a i n .
DION.

I f  y o u  w ou ld  n o t  s o ,
You p i t y  n o t  t h e  s t a t e ,  n o r  t h e  rem em brance 
Of h i s  m ost s o v e r e i g n  n am e; c o n s i d e r  l i t t l e  
What d a n g e r s ,  by  h i s  h i g h n e s s ’ f a i l  o f  i s s u e ,
May d ro p  upon  h i s  k ingdom , and  d e v o u r  
I n c e r t a i n  l o o k e r s - o n  . . .

. . . — f o r  r o y a l t y ’ s  r e p a i r ,  
F o r  p r e s e n t  c o m f o r t ,  and  f o r  f u t u r e  g ood , 
To b l e s s  t h e  b ed  o f  m a j e s t y  a g a i n  
W ith  a  s w e e t  f e l l o w  t o ’ t ?

PAULINA

F o r  h a s  n o t  t h e  d i v i n e  A p o l lo  s a i d ,  
I s ’ t  n o t  t h e  t e n o u r  o f  h i s  o r a c l e ,

1054. 3. 525-9 l o 64. 3. 577-9
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T h a t  King L e o n te s  s h a l l  n o t  have an  h e i r  
T i l l  h i s  l o s t  c h i l d  be  fo und?  . . . 10?

The l a s t  l i n e s  may im p ly  t h a t  t h e  o r a c l e  (R a le g h )  i s  a s k ­

i n g  E l i z a b e t h  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o lo n y .

When L e o n te s  m e e ts  P e r d i t a  he c a l l s  h e r  a  p a r a ­

gon:

And h a t h  he to o  
E x p lo s e d  t h i s  p a ra g o n  t o  t h e  f e a r f u l  u s a g e —
At l e a s t  u n g e n t l e — o f  t h e  d r e a d f u l  N ep tu n e ,
To g r e e t  a  man n o t  w o r th  h e r  g a i n s ,  much l e s s  
To a d v e n t u r e  o f  h e r  p e rs o n ?

Then we l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  o r a c l e  (R a le g h )  " i s  f u l f i l l e d ;  t h e

k i n g ’ s  d a u g h te r  i s  f o u n d , "  t h e  k in g  h a s  " fo u n d  a n  h e i r . " - 1-0 ^

The W i n t e r ’s  T a le  i s  n o t  t h e  o n ly  p l a y  i n  w h ich

r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  S i r  W a l te r  R a le g h  can  be  s e e n .  T h ere  a r e

s e v e r a l  a u t h o r s  who a g r e e  w i t h  Jo h n  Dover W ilso n  t h a t

L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t  was w r i t t e n  a s  a t o p i c a l  p l a y  and

t h a t  m o s t ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  o f  i t s  c h a r a c t e r s  w ere  m eant by

S h a k e s p e a r e  t o  b e  p o r t r a i t s  o r  c a r i c a t u r e s  o f  l i v i n g  
110p e r s o n s ,  an d f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  i t  was w r i t t e n  a s  a  s a t i r e  

o f  R a le g h  and h i s  g ro u p  o f  m a th e m a t i c i a n s ,  a s t r o n o m e r s ,  

a n d  p o e t s ,  h i s  c o t e r i e  o f  s c h o l a r l y  n o b le s  and  g e n t l e ­

men. Some o f  t h e  au tehors  go one s t e p  f u r t h e r  and  s u g ­

g e s t  t h a t  R a leg h  may have  b e e n  c a r i c a t u r e d  i n  t h e  f i g u r e
111o f  t h e  f a n t a s t i c a l  S p a n i a r d ,  Armado. The O gburns s e e

1 0 7 5. 1 .  2 3 -4 0  l o S 5 .  1 .  1 5 1 -5  1 0 9 5 . 2 .  25 , 32
110Jo h n  D over W ils o n ,  e d .  L o v e ’ s L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t

(C a m b rid g e ,  E n g la n d :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 3 ) ,  I n t r o . ,  p . x v i .  
W i l l i a m  W akiss  L lo y d ,  E s s a y s  on t h e  L i f e  and  P la y s  o f  S h a k e ­
s p e a r e  (London: C. W hitingh am , I 8 5 6 ) ,  f o l .  U 2 .

I llWilson, p. xxxiv. Also, among others:
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i n  R o s e n c ra n tz  and  G u i l d e n s t e r n  a c o m p o s i te  r e p r e s e n ­

t a t i o n  o f  R a le g h  an d  i n  T r o i l u s  and  C r e s s i d a . i n  P a r i s ,  

a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  S i r  W a l t e r ,  who h a s  s t o l e n  H e len

o f  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  R a le g h ’ s  im age f l i t t e r s  th r o u g h  t h e  

r e f l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  o f  t h e  p l a y s ;  and  a l l  t h e s e  

t h e o r i e s  w ould  p r o b a b l y  b r i n g  f o r t h  d i s a g r e e m e n t  f rom  

one s e c t o r  o r  a n o t h e r .  H ow ever, t h e  one p l a y  a b o u t  w h ich  

t h e r e  i s  a lm o s t  t o t a l  a g re e m e n t  t h a t  i t  i s  a p l a y  a b o u t  

A m erica  i s  The T e m p e s t , w h ic h  w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  

n e x t  c h a p t e r .

F r a n c e s  A. Y a te s ,  A S tu d y  o f  L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t  (Cam­
b r i d g e ,  E n g la n d :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 6 ) ;  A r t h u r  A cheson , 
S h a k e s p e a re  an d  t h e  R i v a l  P o e t  (London and  New Y ork: Jo h n  
L ane, 1 9 0 3 ) ;  The New S h a k e s p e a r e  E d i t i o n , e d .  R ic h a r d  
D av id , I n t r o d u c t i o n ; ( C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s . :  H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ;  The A rden  E d i t i o n  o f  L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t  
(C am bridg e , M a s s . :  H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1951)

^ E l i z a b e t h ]  f ro m  M ene lau s
11 2l o v e r  an d  f a v o r i t e .

new

T h ere  a r e  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and  r a m i f i c a t i o n s

11?
O gburn , 6 1 3 , 653*



CHAPTER VIII

WHERE WAS PROSPERO'S ISLAND?

The V i r g i n i a  c a t a s t r o p h e  o f  1537 somewhat weak­

e n e d  t h e  e n th u s ia s m  o f  E l i z a b e t h a n  a d v o c a te s  o f  c o l o n i z a ­

t i o n .  I t  was a b o u t  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  t h e  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  

p u b l i c i s t  an d  p r o p a g a n d i s t  f o r  A m erican  c o l o n i z a t i o n ,  

t h e  y o u n g e r  R ic h a r d  H a k lu y t ,  b eg an  h i s  cam paign  o f  en ­

c o u r a g i n g  E n g lish m e n  t o  i n v e s t  i n  A m erican  s e t t l e m e n t s  

by  p u b l i s h i n g  o r  i n s p i r i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a c t s  

on N o r th  A m e ric a .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  was B a n i e r ’ s  e d i ­

t i o n  (1  M arch  1536) o f  L a u d o n n ie r e ’ s F l o r i d a  n a r r a t i v e .

At t h e  same t im e  t h e r e  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  se co n d  e d i t i o n  

o f  H o l i n s h e d ’ s  C h r o n i c l e s  s e v e r a l  b r i e f  f a c t u a l  a c ­

c o u n t s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  e n t e r p r i s e s .  E a r l y  i n  1533 

Thomas H a r i o t ’s  A B r i e f  an d  t r u e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  new fo u n d  

l a n d  o f  V i r g i n i a  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  v e r s i o n .  

H a k lu y t  h i m s e l f  h a d ,  1 5 3 2 , p u b l i s h e d  h i s  D iv e r s  v o y ­

a g e s ,  t o u c h i n g  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e  o f  A m e r ic a , and  i n  1539 

and  e a r l y  i n  1590 h i s  The p r i n c i p a l l  n a v i g a t i o n s ,  v o i a g e s ,  

t r a f f i q u e s  and  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  n a t i o n  was 

p r i n t e d  w i t h  a lm o s t  a l l  t h e  m a jo r  t e x t s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  

v e n t u r e s  o f  1 5 3 4 -9 .  T h ese  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e m o n s t r a te d  

f u l l y  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  E n g lish m e n  t o  e x p lo r e  and  fo u n d
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p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  N o r th  A m erica . I n  1 5 9 6 -1 6 0 0  H a k lu y t  pub­

l i s h e d  an  expanded  v e r s i o n  o f  The p r i n c i p a l l  n a v i g a t i o n s  

w h ich  in c lu d e d  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  to  h im  by many o f  t h e  e x ­

p l o r e r s  th e m s e lv e s ,  H a r i o t ' s  A b r i e f  and t r u e  r e p o r t , 

and  S i r  George P eckh am 's  A t r u e  r e p o r t e  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  

o f  t h e  newfound l a n d e s  (15$3 ) •  He a l s o  i n c l u d e d  Jo h n  

W h i t e ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  voyage  t o  V i r g i n i a  (156 6 )  and  a 

p l e a  f o r  t h e  r e s u m p t io n  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  e n t e r p r i s e s .

H a k lu y t  s e l e c t e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  t e x t s  t h a t  had  

some b e a r i n g  on t h e  V i r g i n i a  e n t e r p r i s e s  a n d  u s e d  t h e s e  

a s  t h e  b a s e  f o r  h i s  p ro p ag a n d a  c a m p a ig n .  H is  p u b l i c a ­

t i o n s  w ere  n o t  o n ly  a  h i s t o r y  o f  E n g l i s h  e x p l o r a t i o n  up 

t o  t h i s  t im e ,  b u t  w ere  a l s o  a  g u id e  t o  f u t u r e  e f f o r t s .

The s u r v i v a l  o f  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h a t  i s  known a b o u t  t h e  

v o y a g e s  i s  due m a in ly  t o  H a k l u y t ' s  e f f o r t s .  He was a  

p r im e  mover i n  t h e  fo rm in g  o f  th e  V i r g i n i a  Company o f  

London and  was one o f  th e  f o u r  p a t e n t e e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

c h a r t e r  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  company in  1 6 0 6 .  D u r in g  t h e s e  

y e a r s  he  was p r e a c h e r  t o  t h e  M idd le  Tem ple and h a d  i n ­

t e r e s t e d  many members o f  t h e  l e g a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  c o lo n ­

i z a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  many g e n t le m e n  a n d  c o u r t i e r s  o f  t h e  

c i t y  who had  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  I n n s  o f  

C o u r t  and  were s t i l l  i n  to u c h  w i th  t h e i r  a f f a i r s . ^ -

1S . G. C u l l i f o r d ,  W i l l ia m  S t r a c h e y  1572 -16 21  
( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e : U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  19&5)> 
p .  9 6 .
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A lo n g s id e  o f  H a l k u y t ’ s  o u t s t a n d i n g  c h r o n i c l e s ,  

t h e r e  f lo w e d  a  s t r e a m  o f  b r o a d s i d e s  and  t r a c t s  t h a t  gave  

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  New W o rld . By 1600 , due 

t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  men o f  l e t t e r s  who w ere  w r i t i n g  i n  t h i s  

d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  was more g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  t h a n  t h e r e  had  

b e en  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  i d e a  o f  A m erican  s e t t l e m e n t s .

I n  M arch 1602 B artho lom ew  G o sn o ld , a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  

seam an , d e c i d e d  t o  t r y  t h e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  e x p e r im e n t  a g a i n .  

By a c c i d e n t  h e  m is s e d  h i s  i n t e n d e d  r o u t e  t o  V i r g i n i a  and  

la n d e d  i n  a  c o u n t r y  t h a t  maps up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  had  i g ­

n o r e d — a p o i n t  midway b e tw e e n  t h e  o l d  V i r g i n i a  s e t t l e ­

ment a n d  t h e  s c e n e  o f  S i r  Humphrey G i l b e r t ’ s v e n t u r e .

He a n d  h i s  c rew  named t h i s  p o i n t  o f  l a n d  Cape Cod and 

s t a y e d  a b o u t  a  m o n th .  They a l s o  gave  t h e  name E l i z a ­

b e t h  t o  one o f  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t .  The p l a n s  

f o r  t h i r t y - t w o  men t o  s t a y  a n d  s t a r t  a  c o lo n y  w ere 

chan g ed  a t  t h e  l a s t  m in u te  a n d  t h e y  a l l  r e t u r n e d  t o  

E n g la n d .^

On h i s  n e x t  t r i p  G o sn o ld  was u n a b le  t o  c a r r y  

o u t  h i s  p l a n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Cape Cod. I n s t e a d  he  s a i l e d  

on t o  V i r g i n i a .  T h e re  he was an  i m p o r t a n t  f o r c e  i n  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p e rm a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  1607 , b u t  he 

d i e d  b e f o r e  he  c o u ld  s e e  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  h i s  w o r k .3

2
S id n e y  L ee ,  "The C a l l  o f  t h e  W est: A m erican  

And E l i z a b e t h a n  E n g la n d ,"  S c r i b n e r ’ s  M agazine  ( S e p t . ,  
1 9 0 7 ) ,  V ol X L II ,  No 3 , P . 3 1 3 .

•^Lee, p p .  3 2 0 -1 .
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At t h e  t im e  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h ’ s  d e a t h ,  Eng­

l i s h m e n  h ad  a t t e m p te d  s e t t l e m e n t s  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  i n  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  o f  A m e ric a — 

L a b r a d o r ,  N ew found land , N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  

and  V e n e z u e la .  But n o t h in g  had  d e v e lo p e d  f u l l y .  No Eng­

l i s h  c o l o n i s t  had  a s  y e t  s e t  up an d  o c c u p ie d  a  home i n  

a n y  p a r t  o f  A m erica  f o r  a n y  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e .  The m a r i t im e  

v o y a g e s  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n  h ad  done l i t t l e  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  hope o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  F r a n c i s  D rake an d  

Thomas C a v e n d ish  w ere  names t h a t  w ere  f e a r e d  by  t h e  

S p a n is h  n a v y , b u t  t h e y  d id  n o t  d i m i n i s h  by  c o n q u e s t  t h e  

a r e a  o f  S p a n is h  c o n t r o l  i n  Ameri. c a . And no new l a n d  had  

b e en  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  m ig h t  be  open  t o  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i s t s  

an d  f r e e  f ro m  S p a n is h  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  A t t h i s  p o i n t  i t  

was o n ly  i n  t h e  A r c t i c  r e g i o n s  t h a t  E l i z a b e t h a n  e x p l o r ­

e r s  h a d  made d i s c o v e r i e s  t h a t  w ere  t h e i r s  a l o n e .

I n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  r e i g n ,  d e a t h  

was s t i l l  t a k i n g  a h ig h  t o l l  o f  E n g l i s h  e x p l o r e r s .  Can- 

e n d i s h  h a d  p e r i s h e d  i n  t h e  S o u th  A t l a n t i c .  D rake had  

d i e d  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  Panama. The s p i r i t s  o f  E n g la n d ’ s  

c o l o n i a l  a s p i r a n t s  d ro p p e d  v e r y  low  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  

Q u e e n 's  d e a t h .  B ut u n se e n  f o r c e s ,  com ing m o s t ly  f ro m  

t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  H a k lu y t  and  o t h e r s ,  w ere  r i s i n g  t o  t h e  

s u r f a c e .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  Jam es I ’ s  r e i g n ,  t h e  i d e a ,  

o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  e n t e r e d  a' new p h a se  and  d e te r m in e d  e f ­

f o r t s  t o  fo rm  p e rm an en t s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  A m erica  w ere  t o  

b e a r  f r u i t  b e f o r e  t h e  end  o f  h i s  r e i g n .  T h e re  was now
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re n e w e d  a c t i v i t y  i n  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  s e t t l e m e n t . ^

The e a r l i e s t  J a c o b e a n  v e n t u r e  was made by  Cap­

t a i n  B a rth o lo m ew  G i l b e r t ,  so n  o f  S i r  Humphrey. I n  1603 

he  w e n t  on a  t r a d i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  W est I n d i e s  and, 

s t i l l  h o p in g  t o  f i n d  some t r a c e  o f  t h e  l o s t  V i r g i n i a  

c o lo n y ,  w e n tc n  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o a s t .  He l a n d e d  o f f  

C h e sa p ea k e  Bay, w e l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  o ld  V i r g i n i a n

s e t t l e m e n t .  H ere  he  a n d  f o u r  o f  h i s  com pan ions  were
5

f a t a l l y  wounded by  a t r i b e  o f  h o s t i l e  n a t i v e s .

I n  t h e  same y e a r  M a r t in  P r i n g ,  b a c k e d  by  B r i s ­

t o l  m e r c h a n t s  an d  by  R ic h a r d  H a k lu y t ,  was a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  

a n  a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c o a s t l i n e  and 

e s t a b l i s h e d  f r i e n d l y  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  I n ­

d i a n s .  G eorge  Weymouth e x p lo r e d  t h e  Cape Cod H ig h la n d s ,  

M onhegan, an d  t h e  G e o rg es  I s l a n d s ,  a n d  S t .  G eo rg es  R iv ­

e r  i n  1 6 0 5 .  One o f  t h e  c h i e f  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  

e n t e r p r i s e s  was t h e  E a r l  o f  S o u th a m p to n .  Weymouth’ s 

r e c o r d e r ,  Jam es R o s i e r ,  b r o u g h t  b a c k  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  n a t ­

u r a l  a n d  human r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  M aine  c o a s t .  T hese  l a s t  

v o y a g e s  w ere  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  showed t h a t  t h e  o c e a n  

c o u ld  be  c r o s s e d  r a t h e r  s a f e l y  w i th  r e a s o n a b l e  a c c u ra c y  

w e l l  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r o u t e  u s u a l l y  f o l lo w e d  by th e  

N ew found land  f i s h i n g  f l e e t s  an d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  f e r t i l e  

an d  f o r e s t e d  l a n d  w i t h  a c l i m a t e  n o t  t o o  d i f f e r e n t  from  

t h a t  o f  E n g la n d .^

^Lee, p. 2S2. ^Lee, p. 32S. ^Quinn, p. 16.
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Back i n  E n g la n d  W eymouth’ s  r e p o r t s  on t h e  f e r ­

t i l i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  w h ic h  G osno ld  and  P r i n g  h ad  f i r s t

r e a c h e d  an d  t h a t  he  h a d  now r e d i s c o v e r e d ,  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  

renew ed  e n th u s ia s m  i n  Jam es I ’ s  s u b j e c t s  f o r  c o l o n i z a ­

t i o n .

Even th o u g h  t h e  w ar w i t h  S p a in  was o v e r  i n  1604 ,

S p a in  s t i l l  a s s e r t e d  h e r  a n c i e n t  p a p a l  c l a im  t o  N o r th  and

S o u th  A m e ric a .  When a  new a t t e m p t  by  J a m e s ’ s  s u b j e c t s  

was made on V i r g i n i a ,  p r o t e s t s  f ro m  M a d r id  w ere  l o u d e r  

and  more f u r i o u s  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  B u t E n g lish m e n  

p r e s s e d  onward t o  E n g la n d ’ s  d e s t i n y . ?

I t  was t h e  London m e r c h a n ts  who made p o s s i b l e  

c o n t i n u e d  a t t e m p t s  a t  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  They made r e p e a t e d  

i n v e s tm e n t s  h o p in g  t h e  men who s e t t l e d  i n  A m erica  w ould  

e x p e r im e n t  w i t h  t i m b e r  p r o d u c t s ,  t r y  o u t  i r o n -  an d  g l a s s -  

m ak in g , an d  d e v e lo p  p o ta s h  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  They ho ped  t h e  

c o l o n i s t s  w ould  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  f o r  f u r s  an d  w h a t ­

e v e r  e l s e  t h e y  m ig h t  h a v e ,  and  t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  e s t a b l i s h  

a f i s h e r y .  F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  was a l s o  

a g o a l . ^

But t h e r e  w as a n o t h e r  a s p e c t .  R e l i g i o u s  and  

s o c i a l  p ro b le m s  a c t u a l l y  s u p p l i e d  t h e  m ain  im p e tu s  f o r  

E n g lish m e n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p e rm a n e n t  A m erican  c o l o n i e s .

W hile  Jam es I  was g e t t i n g  s e t t l e d  on h i s  t h r o n e  t h e r e  

w ere  a c u t e  r e l i g i o u s  and  econom ic  c r i s e s  d e v e lo p in g

?Lee, p. 323. ^Quinn, p. 19.
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a n d  many E n g lish m e n  w ere  l o o k in g  s e r i o u s l y  t o  A m erica  

f o r  s o l u t i o n s .

S in c e  t h e  R e f o rm a t io n  o f  H enry  V I I I ,  P r o t e s t ­

a n t i s m  had  b e e n  t h e  d o m in a n t  power i n  E n g la n d ;  C a t h o l i c s  

w ere  a  p e r s e c u t e d  m i n o r i t y .  Queen E l i z a b e t h ' s  m ost c h e r ­

i s h e d  dream  h a d  b e e n  t h e  c o e r c i v e  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  a  u n i ­

f o r m i t y  o f  r e l i g i o n .  B u t i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s i x ­

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e r e  a r o s e  a new d i v i s i o n .  T h ere  was 

i n t e r n a l  w a r f a r e  among t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  a n d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  

t h e  g o v e rn m e n t now, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p e r s e c u t i n g  C a t h o l i c s ,  

was a l s o  p u r s u i n g  t h e  P u r i t a n s .  P e r s e c u t i o n  o f  P u r i t a n s  

h ad  s t a r t e d  i n  1565 u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  P a r k e r ,  t h e

A rc h b is h o p  o f  C a n te r b u r y ,  and  i t  had  b e e n  p u rs u e d  s y s te m -
o

a t i c a l l y  and  p e r s i s t e n t l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s .

The e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  g o v e r n o r s  o f  E n g lan d  d e c id e d  

t h a t  b a n is h m e n t  o f  n o n c o n f o r m i s t s  was a  b e t t e r  means o f  

p r o m o t in g  r e l i g i o u s  u n i t y  t h a n  p e n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  and  t h e  

Law o f  B an ish m en t was p a s s e d  i n  1593 As a r e s u l t ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  c l o s i n g  y e a r s  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and  

t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  P u r i t a n s  

w ere  f o r c e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  a  c o u n t r y  w here  

t h e y  c o u ld  f o l l o w  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  i n  p e a c e .

^D ou g las  C a m p b e ll ,  The P u r i t a n  i n  H o l la n d ,  Eng-  
l a n d ,  and  A m erica  (New Y ork: H a rp e r  & B r o s . ,  1892) 2 v o l s . .  
1 :486.

10Campbell, 2:198.
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B ut s i n c e  t h e  P u r i t a n s  s t a l l  h e l d  g r e a t  p r i d e  a n d  lo v e  

f o r  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e i r  f i r s t  r e f u g e  i n  H o l­

l a n d  was n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  They th e n  lo o k e d  to w a rd  Am­

e r i c a .  A s e t t l e m e n t  w here t h e  E n g l i s h  f l a g  c o u ld  f l y  

o v e r  t h e i r  own r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  was t h e  i d e a l  

t h e y  dream ed o f .

The c o n c e p t i o n  o f  A m erica  a s  an  a sy lu m  fro m  

r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t i o n  h e lp e d  t o  i n v e s t  t h e  A m erican  a s ­

p i r a t i o n s  o f  J a c o b e a n  E n g lan d  w i t h  an  i r r e s i s t i b l e  f o r c e .  

The E n g l i s h  C a t h o l i c s ,  even  th o u g h  t h e y  w ere  e n c o u r a g e d  

by  t h e  Pope and  t h e  C a th o l i c  k i n g s  o f  S p a in  an d  F ra n c e  

t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s ,  a l s o  w ere  r e l u c t a n c t  t o  

s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  h e r i t a g e  and  t h e y  to o  th o u g h t  

o f  A m erica  a s  a  l a n d  w here  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  and  

E n g l i s h  modes o f  l i f e  m ig h t c o n t in u e  a l o n g s i d e  r e l i g i o u s  

f r e e d o m .  The C a t h o l i c  and  P u r i t a n  q u e s t  f o r  r e l i g i o u s

f re e d o m  i n  an  E n g l i s h  way o f  l i f e  gave  c o l o n i a l  e n t e r -
11p r i s e  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  push  f o r w a r d .

A n o th e r  f o r c e  a t  work was t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  e c o n ­

omic p ro b lem s d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  Jam es I Ts  r e i g n .  

Unemployment s p r e a d  l i k e  a  p la g u e  th r o u g h o u t  E n g la n d .  

T h e re  w ere  t h r e a t s  o f  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  M id la n d  c o u n t r i e s  

a n d  t h e  g ro w th  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  was o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  means o f  s u r v i v a l .  The n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  u nem ployed  

m ig h t  be a b l e  t o  b u i l d  new l i v e s  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s  i n

"^Lee, pp. 324-6.
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A m erica  became a n o t h e r  d r i v i n g  pow er. As t h e s e  f o r c e s  

g rew , i n t e r e s t  i n  c o l o n i a l  e n t e r p r i s e  g re w . Men o f  i n ­

f l u e n c e  i n  a l l  w a lk s  o f  l i f e  w ere  d i s c u s s i n g  c o l o n i a l  

s c h e m e s .  S ta te s m e n ,  c o u r t i e r s ,  j u d g e s ,  c le rg y m e n ,  m er­

c h a n t s ,  g e n t le m e n  o f  a l l  r a n k s  w ere  o f f e r i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

t o  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  e x p l o r i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s .  Such e n d e a v o rs  

w ere  now c o n s i d e r e d  j u s t i f i a b l e  and  p r a c t i c a b l e .  Now a t  

l a s t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r o s e  a s  t o  w h e th e r  su c h  e n t e r p r i s e s  

s h o u ld  be c o n t r o l l e d  by  t h e  S t a t e . ^

I n  t h e  t h i r d  y e a r  o f  Jam es I ' s  r e i g n  t h e  N o r th ­

e r n  r e g i o n  o f  A m erica  was t h e  c h i e f  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  many 

c o l o n i a l  t h o u g h t s .  The r e p o r t s  o f  G o sn o ld ,  P r i n g ,  an d  

Weymouth w ere  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  

b u t  t h e  S o u th  s t i l l  h e l d  t h e  i m a g i n a t io n  o f  o t h e r  c o l ­

o n i a l  a s p i r a n t s .  The d e s i r e s  o f  A m erican  c o l o n i z a t i o n  

now n e ed e d  a u n i f y i n g ,  c e n t r a l i z i n g  m o t i v a t i o n .  The 

s c a t t e r e d  c o l o n i a l  e n d e a v o r s  o f  J a c o b e a n  E n g la n d  to o k  

on  a  c o n c r e t e  s h a p e  when Jam es I  s u d d e n ly  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  

h e  was th e  s o l e  ow ner o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  c a l l e d  V i r g i n i a ,  

w h e th e r  i n  n o r t h e r n  o r  s o u t h e r n  l a t i t u d e s .  I n  1606 , by  

r o y a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  f u t u r e  o f  Jam estow n 

a n d  New E n g lan d  w as a s s u r e d .  The t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  c o l ­

o n i a l  e n d e a v o r  came w i t h  t h i s  p r o c l a m a t io n  o f  n a t i o n a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

On 10 A p r i l  1 6 0 6 , Jam es I  p r o c la im e d  t h a t  t h e

12Lee, p. 327.
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K ing  o f  E n g la n d  had  a n n e x e d  a  t r a c t  o f  t e r r i t o r y  s i x  

h u n d re d  an d  s i x t y  m i l e s  lo n g  and  one h u n d re d  m i le s  

b r o a d ,  s t r e t c h i n g  a lo n g  t h e  A m erican  c o a s t ,  and  a l l  

a d j a c e n t  i s l a n d s ,  b e tw e e n  t h e  l a t i t u d e s  o f  34 and  45 

d e g r e e s .  T h is  t e r r i t o r y  was d e c l a r e d  t o  be an  E n g l i s h  

p r o v in c e  u n d e r  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  r u l e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  mon­

a r c h .  A c e n t r a l  b o d y , v e s t e d  w i t h  suprem e a u t h o r i t y  

o v e r  a l l  A m erican  a f f a i r s ,  was i n s t i t u t e d  i n  London.

T h i s  was t h e  K in g ’ s  C o u n c i l  o f  V i r g i n i a .

U nder t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  a u s p i c e s ,  two j o i n t  s to c k  

c o m p an ie s  w ere  fo rm e d , one i n  London and  one i n  P ly m ou th . 

E ach  was t o  p l a n t  a t  i t s  own e x p e n se  a  s e p a r a t e  c o lo n y  

i n  A m e r ic a .  The London Company was t o  p l a n t  i t s  c o l ­

ony i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  r e g i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  P lym outh 

Company i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  r e g i o n ,  and  a o n e -h u n d re d -m i le  

b o r d e r  was t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  two c o l o n i e s . 13

U nder t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Company o f  

London, on 20 December 1 6 0 6 , t h r e e  v e s s e l s  s e t  s a i l  

f ro m  E n g la n d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  g ro u p  o f  c o l o n i s t s  f o r  V i r ­

g i n i a .  A r r i v i n g  i n  A m e ric a ,  t h e y  b u i l t  a  f o r t  a t  Jam es­

tow n w i t h  g r e a t  h o p e s  f o r  s u c c e s s . ^  The s e t t l e r s  had 

b e e n  r e l u c t a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e m s e lv e s  on t h e  o ld  s i t e  

w h ich  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  so  much s u f f e r i n g  and  d i s a s t e r  

o f  t h e  l a s t  v e n t u r e .  They c h o se  t o  l a y  t h e i r  f o u n d a t i o n s  

on t h e  m a in la n d  many m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Roanoke I s l a n d s .

1 ̂ Lee, p. 554. 1/fCullifordf p. 99
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One o f  t h e  h a r d e s t  w o rk in g  s e t t l e r s  was C a p ta in  Jo h n  

S m ith  u n d e r  whose i n s p i r i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  V i r g i n i a  

c o lo n y  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  i t s  

f o r m a t io n  i n t o  a  f u t u r e  o f  h o p e f u l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

Now t h e  tem po i n c r e a s e d .  C a p ta in  Newport was 

b a c k  i n  E n g la n d  f o r  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  i n  J u l y  1607 ; o u t  

a g a i n  i n  O c to b e r ;  a d d i t i o n a l  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  r e a c h e d  

Jam estow n b y  J a n u a r y  160S; a  t h i r d  g ro u p  by  A u g u s t ;  and 

a  f o u r t h  by  A p r i l  1 6 0 9 .  Each t im e  more men and  s u p ­

p l i e s  a r r i v e d .  I n  l a t e  160$ t h e r e  w ere  a l s o  a  few  wo­

men. The i n c r e a s e d  momentum, t h e  c o n t i n u i t y ,  t h e  

g r e a t e r  s c a l e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s  o f  Jam estow n was 

a  new p h a se  i n  E n g l i s h  N o r th  A m erican  s e t t l e m e n t .  The 

c h i e f  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  ch an g e  o f  pace  was t h a t  E n g l i s h  

c a p i t a l ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  London m e r c h a n t s ,  had  a t  l a s t  been  

t a p p e d  f o r  A m erican  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  T h is  v e n t u r e  a t t r a c t e d  

enough  c a p i t a l  f ro m  t h e  g e n t r y  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  t o  p r o ­

v i d e  r e s o u r c e s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  c o n t in u o u s  c o l o n i z a t i o n . -*-5 

A n o th e r  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  was t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  

th o u g h  t h e r e  was no r o y a l  f i n a n c i n g  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  

t h e r e  was o u t r i g h t  s t a t e  e n c o u ra g e m e n ts  an* I m p o r ta n t  

m a jo r  b r e a k t h r o u g h .

At t h e  end  o f  May 1609 t h e  V i r g i n i a  Company o f  

London o r g a n i z e d  a n o t h e r  voyage  u n d e r  i t s  s e c o n d  c h a r t e r .  

T h is  e x p e d i t i o n  was t h e  l a r g e s t  y e t  t o  s a i l  t o  t h e  c o lo n y

15Quinn, p. 20.
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on t h e  Jam es R iv e r  i n  t h e  New V /orld . A f l e e t  o f  s e v e n  

s h i p s  an d  two p i n n a c e s ,  u n d e r  t h e  a d m i r a l s h i p  o f  S i r  

G eorge Som ers , l e f t  P lym outh  h a r b o r  on 2 Ju n e  w i t h  Cap­

t a i n  C h r i s t o p h e r  Newport commanding th e  a d m i r a l ' s  v e s -
1 As e l ,  t h e  Sea  V e n t u r e . °  V a r io u s  e s t i m a t e s ,  r a n g i n g  

fro m  500  t o  $00, a r e  g iv e n  o f  t h e  number o f  c o l o n i s t s  

w i t h  t h i s  f l e e t , ^7 b u t  even  i f  t h e  lo w e r  f i g u r e  i s  c o r ­

r e c t ,  t h i s  was t h e  most a m b i t io u s  p r o j e c t  y e t  e n t e r t a i n e d  

by  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Company and  a l l  o f  E n g lan d  was e x c i t e d  

a b o u t  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  On b o a rd  t h e  f l a g s h i p  was S i r  

Thomas G a te s  who was g o in g  o u t  t o  be g o v e rn o r  o f  t h e  

c o lo n y  a s  d e p u ty  f o r  L ord  De La W arr .  A ls o  on b o a rd  was 

W i l l i a m  Strachey who l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  d ro w n in g  o f  M atthew  

S c r i v e n e r ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  c o lo n y ,  was named t h e  s u c c e e d ­

i n g  s e c r e t a r y .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  u s u a l  r o u t e  by t h e  W est 

I n d i e s ,  t h e  f l e e t  s a i l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  V i r g i n i a  a n d  Som ers

The name o f  t h e  v e s s e l  i s  g iv e n  i n  c o n te m p o r a r y  
do cu m en ts  a s  b o t h  t h e  "Sea  V e n tu re "  and t h e  "Sea  A d v e n tu r e . "  
See  A Voyage t o  V i r g i n i a , I n t r o ,  i x .

17'T he  f o l l o w i n g  g iv e  t h e  number a s  f i v e  h u n d re d :  
F ra n k  M. B r i s t o l ,  S h a k e s p e a re  and  A m erica (C h ic a g o :  Wm. C. 
H o l l i s t e r  B r o s . ,  1 8 9 8 ) ,  p .  63; Edward D. N e i l l ,  H i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Company o f  London (A lbany : J .  M u n s e l l ,
1 8 6 9 ) ,  P» 30 ; C h a r le s  E . H a tc h ,  J r . , The F i r s t  S e v e n te e n  
Y e a r s :  V i r g i n i a .  1 607-1624  (Richmond: G a r r e t t  & M a s s ie ,  
1 9 5 7 ) ,  P* 1 5 . S ix  h u n d re d  i s  g iv e n  by L o u id  B. W r ig h t ,  
e d .  Voyage t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  1609 . Two N a r r a t i v e s  ( C h a r l o t t e s ­
v i l l e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n , 
p .  l x .  E ig h t  h u n d re d  i s  g iv e n  by  C h a r le s  M. A n d re s ,  The 
C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  o f  A m erican  H i s t o r y  (New Haven: Y a le  U n i-  
v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 4 -3 8 ) ,  1 :1 0 8 .
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d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  Bermudas a s  a  m e e t in g  p l a c e  i n  c a s e  o f

i d
s e p a r a t i o n .  The voyage  w as u n e v e n t f u l  u n t i l  t h e  f l e e t  

o f  n in e  v e s s e l s  was w i t h i n  s e v e n  d a y s ’ s a i l i n g  t im e  o f  

t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o a s t .  S u d d e n ly  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  J u l y  23, 

h eav y  c lo u d s  g a t h e r e d ,  s i g n a l i n g  t h a t  a  s to r m  o f  u n u s u a l  

i n t e n s i t y  was on i t s  way. i n  t h e  m o rn in g  a h u r r i c a n e  

sw ep t down from  th e  n o r t h e a s t ,  "w h ich  s w e l l i n g  and  r o a r i n g  

a s  i t  w ere  by  f i t s ,  some h o u r s  w i t h  more v i o l e n c e  t h a n  

o t h e r s ,  a t  l e n g t h  d i d  b e a t  a l l  l i g h t  f ro m  H eaven; w h ic h ,  

l i k e  an  h 'e l l  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  t u r n e d  b l a c k  upo n  u s . "19

Most o f  t h e  v e s s e l s  m anaged t o  s t a y  i n  one p i e c e ' 

and  on A ugust 11 t h e  f i r s t  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  t h e  f l e e t  t h a t  

had  s a i l e d  f ro m  P lym outh  moved l a m e ly  u p  t h e  Jam es R i v e r .  

F i r s t  came t h e  B l e s s i n g  and  t h r e e  o t h e r  v e s s e l s  o f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  f l o t i l l a — t h e  L io n , t h e  F a l c o n , and  t h e  U n i ty  

— ; th e n  fo l lo w e d  t h e  Diamond w i t h  h e r  m a in m as t  m is s in g ;

and  two o r  t h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  S w allow  a p p e a r e d  i n  th e
20same c o n d i t i o n .  T h e re  was no s i g n  o f  t h e  Sea  V e n t u r e . 

The a r r i v a l  o f  t h i s  s m a l l  g ro u p  m arked  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  

t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a  f ro m  an  e x p e r i m e n t a l  o u t ­

p o s t  i n t o  a p e rm an en t c o lo n y .

IS
L o u is  B. W rig h t  a n d  V i r g i n i a  F r e u n d ,  e d s .

The H i s t o r i e  o f  T r a v e l l  i n t o  V irg in ia  B r i t a n i a  ( 1 6 1 2 ) . 
by  W il l ia m  S t r a c h e y  (London; H a k lu y t  S o c i e t y .  1 9 5 3 ) .  
I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  pp . x x - x x i .

•^ W illia m  S t r a c h e y ,  A T ru e  R e p o r to r y  o f  t h e  
W racke , and  R edem ption  o f  S i r  Thomas G a te s  K n i g h t . I n  
Voyage t o  V i r g i n i a , p .  IT.

20Neill, p. 3 1.
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A r r i v i n g  i n  Jam es to w n , t h e s e  two o r  t h r e e  h un ­

d r e d  men, women, and  c h i l d r e n ,  w i t h  no p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

t h e i r  own, fo u n d  f e a r f u l  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  among t h e  

s m a l l  g ro u p  o f  s t a r v i n g  s e t t l e r s  t h e y  fo u n d  t h e r e .  The 

f i r s t  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  s to rm  and  o f  t h e  m i s e r a b l e  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o lo n y  t o  a r r i v e  i n  London was a  l e t t e r  

w r i t t e n  b y  C a p ta in  G a b r i e l  A r c h e r  t o  t h e  c o u n c i l  a t  home. 

D a ted  31 A ugu s t  1 609 , an d  r e c e i v e d  i n  l a t e  O c to b e r ,  i t  

r e p o r t e d  on t h e  " c o n t e n t i o n s ,  f a c t i o n s ,  a n d  p a r t a k i n g s "

i n  t h e  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  due t o  G a te s  n o t  y e t  h a v in g  a r -  
? 1r i v e d .  The Sea V e n tu re  was s t i l l  m i s s i n g .

I n  r e l a t i n g  w ha t had  h a p p en e d  a t  s e a ,  A rc h e r  

w ro te  t h a t

. . . upon S t .  Jam es Day ( Ju n e  2 4 ) ,  b e in g  a b o u t  
one h u n d re d  and  f i f t i e  l e a g u e s  d i s t a n t  f rom  t h e  W est 
I n d i e s ,  i n  c r o s s i n g  t h e  G u lfe  o f  Bahoma, t h e r e  h a p -  
ned  a  m ost t e r r i b l e  an d  vehem en t s to r m e ,  w hich  was 
t h e  t a i l e  o f  t h e  W est I n d i a n  H o ra c a n a ;  t h i s  te m p e s t  
s e p a r a t e d  a l l  o u r  F l e e t  one f ro m  a n o t h e r ,  and  i t  was 
so  v i o l e n t  t h a t  men c o u ld  s c a r c e  s t a n d  upon t h e  
D eck es ,  n e i t h e r  c o u ld  an y  man h e a r e  an  o t h e r  s p e a k e ;  
b e in g  t h u s  d i v i d e d ,  e v e r y  man s t e e r e d  h i s  owne 
c o u r s e  . . . " 2 2

S lo w ly  th r o u g h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  y e a r  v e s s e l  a f t e r  

v e s s e l  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d ,  b r i n g i n g  news o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  

t h e  Sea V e n tu re  and  d e p r e s s i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  h u n g e r  and  d i s ­

co u ra g em e n t  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  Jam es R i v e r . ^3 s i n c e  

more t h a n  f i v e  h u n d re d  p e r s o n s  had  gone o u t  f rom  E n g l i s h

21A le x a n d e r  Brown, The G e n e s is  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
(B o s to n  an d  New Y ork: H oug h to n , M i f f l i n  and  c o . ,  1 8 9 0 ) ,  
1 : 3 2 7 - 3 2 .

22Purchas, 19:2. 23Brown, 1:332-3.



516

homes t o  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  t h i s  f l e e t ,  t h e  news o f  t h e  d i s ­

a s t e r  was t h e  s e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a y .  F r i e n d s  an d  r e l a ­

t i v e s  o f  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  t a l k e d  o f  n o th in g  e l s e .  The E a r l  

o f  S o u th am pto n  and  R a le g h  w ere  among t h e  p ro m o to rs  o f  t h e  

c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  a s  w ere  many members o f  t h e  

l e a d i n g  f a m i l i e s  o f  E n g la n d .  The V i r g i n i a  Company o f  Lon­

don  r e p r e s e n t e d  more t h a n  j u s t  t h e  co m m erc ia l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

i t s  London i n v e s t o r s ;  i t s  m em bersh ip  i n c l u d e d  many g e n t l e ­

men o f  i m p o r t a n c e .  Some, o f  c o u r s e ,  w ere  s e e k i n g  f i n a n ­

c i a l  g a i n s ;  b u t  o t h e r  s u b s c r i b e r s  had  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  e n t e r - ,  

p r i s e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  s e n s e  o f  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The 

V i r g i n i a  a d v e n tu r e  was a  p u b l i c  u n d e r t a k i n g ,  t h e  p u rp o se  

o f  w h ich  was t o  a d v an c e  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  E n g lan d  no l e s s  

t h a n  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  and  o f  t h e  i n v e s t o r s . ^

What was s t i l l  unknown t o  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f l e e t  

an d  t o  t h e  p e o p le  i n  London was th e  f a t e  o f  t h e  Sea  Ven­

t u r e  . A f t e r  b a t t l i n g  t h e  w in d s  and w aves f o r  f o u r  d a y s  

an d  n i g h t s ,  w i t h  good f o r t u n e  and  good s e a m a n s h ip ,  t h e  

f l a g s h i p ,  w i t h  h e r  seams open and h e r  r i g g i n g  g o n e , h ad  

a t  l a s t  b e e n  d r i v e n  upon t h e  s h o re  o f  an  i s l a n d ,  w h ich  t o  

t h e  h o r r o r  o f  t h e  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  s a i l o r s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be 

one o f  t h e  B erm udas, a l r e a d y  i l l - f a m e d  a s  t h e  T,I s l e  o f  

D e v i l s . ” M i r a c u l o u s l y  t h e  s h i p  came t o  r e s t  b e tw e e n  two

2% e s l e y  F ra n k  C ra v e n ,  The V i r g i n i a  Company o f  
L ondon . 1 6 0 6 -1 6 2 4 . Jam estow n T h ree  Hundred an d  F i f t i e t h  
A n n i v e r s a r y  B o o k le t s  e d .  E a r l  Gregg Swem (Richmond: G a r­
r e t t  and  M a s s ie ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  No. 5 , P» 3*
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r o c k s  o f f  S t .  G e o rg e ’ s I s l a n d  and  t h e  s e a  s u b s i d e d .  Man­

n in g  t h e i r  b o a t s ,  t h e  w hole  company came a s h o r e  s a f e l y .  

L u c k i ly  t h e y  w ere  a b l e  t o  s a l v a g e  some f o o d  t h a t  had  n o t  

b e en  s p o i l e d  by s e a  w a te r  and  t h e y  w ere  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  

a s h o r e  t h e i r  t o o l s  and  e q u ip m e n t .2 5

I n  t h e  g e n t l e  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  B erm udas t h e  s h i p ­

w re ck e d  p a r t y  managed q u i t e  w e l l .  I n  t h e  e n s u in g  e l e v e n  

m onths t h e y  l i v e d  on f i s h ,  c r a b s ,  t u r t l e s ,  b i r d s ,  e g g s ,  

h o g s ,  and  p a lm e t to  c a b b a g e .  They even  p l a n t e d  g a r d e n s .  

U nder t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Som ers a n d  G a te s  t h e  s m a l l  g ro u p  

f a r e d  w e l l  d e s p i t e  some m in o r  r u m b l in g s  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  and  

u n r e s t a n d  s e v e r a l  t h r e a t s  o f  m u t in y .  T hey  a l s o  accomp­

l i s h e d  t h e  r e m a rk a b le  f e a t  o f  b u i l d i n g  tw o  s h i p s ,  t h e  

l a r g e r  o f  e i g h t y  t o n s ,  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h i r t y  t o n s ,  f rom  t h e  

t i m b e r s  o f  t h e  Sea V e n tu re  and  f ro m  t h e  c ed a rw o o d  t h e y  

fo u n d  on t h e  i s l a n d .  The two s h i p s ,  a p t l y  named t h e  

D e l iv e r a n c e  and  t h e  P a t i e n c e  , s e t  f o r t h  w i t h  a l l  on b o a rd  

on 10 May 1 610 . A f t e r  t h i r t e e n  d a y s  the  one  h u n d re d  and 

f i f t y  men and women la n d e d  a t  Jam es tow n  c a r r y i n g  s u p p l i e s
p  A

o f  s a l t e d  p o r t ,  b i r d s ,  and  f i s h .  They w ere  p l e a s e d  t o

l e a r n  t h a t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  v e s s e l s  o f  t h e  f l e e t  e x c e p t  one

p in n a c e  had  been  a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  way t o  t h e  p o r t .  But

w ha t t h e y  fou nd  i n  t h e  c o lo n y  was a  s a d  s p e c t a c l e  o f  a few
2 7f a m is h e d  s e t t l e r s .  The c o lo n y  was on i t s  l a s t  l e g s .  '

^Bristol, p. 6 3. 2^Neill, p. 34*
27'Voyage to Virginia, p. xv.
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O nly a b o u t  s i x t y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g ro u p  o f  s e v ­

e r a l  h u n d re d  c o l o n i s t s  w ere  t h e r e .  Many had  d i e d  o f  d i s ­

e a s e  and  m a l n u t r i t i o n  d u r i n g  w h a t  was c a l l e d  t h e  " s t a r v ­

i n g  t im e "  o f  t h e  p a s t  w i n t e r . S o m e  h ad  gone t o  l i v e  

w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  w h i l e  t h e y  w ere  s t i l l  f r i e n d l y ,  and  

e i g h t y  h a d  fo rm e d  a new s e t t l e m e n t  tw e n ty  m i l e s  from  t h e  

f o r t . 29

A f t e r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  w ha t p r o v i s i o n s  he h a d ,  G a te s  

a c c e p t e d  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  G eorge  P e r c y ,  b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  

E a r l  o f  N o r th u m b e r la n d ,  who h a d  b e e n  s e r v i n g  a s  g o v e rn o r ,  

an d  assum ed c o n t r o l .  He t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  o r d e r  t o  t h e  c o l ­

ony  and  t o  f i n d  some means t o  l i v e  b y .  E m p h a s iz in g  t h e  

change  from  r o y a l  t o  company c o n t r o l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

t e r m s  o f  t h e  new c h a r t e r , h e  i n t r o d u c e d  a code o f  m ar­

t i a l  l a w s ,  a  co d e  t h a t  was s t r e n g t h e n e d  l a t e r  by  De La 

W arr and  made fam ous by  i t s  s t r i c t  e n fo rc e m e n t  d u r in g  th e  

g o v e r n o r s h ip  o f  S i r  Thomas D a l e . B ut t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  

fo o d  an d  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  s t r o n g ,  a b l e  men, w ere  d i s c o u r ­

a g in g  f a c t o r s .  G a te s  t o o k  c o u n s e l  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s  and 

t h e y  d e c id e d  t o  ab an d o n  t h e  c o lo n y .  W ith  two p in n a c e s  

and  t h e  two v e s s e l s  t h e y  h ad  b u i l t  i n  Bermuda, t h e  s m a l l  

g ro u p  s t a r t e d  o u t ,  h o p in g  t o  r e a c h  N ew found land , w here  

t h e y  m ig h t  o b t a i n  p a s s a g e  home i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  f l e e t . 32

W il l i a m  W rig h t  A b b o t ,  A V i r g i n i a  C h ron o log y  
1 5 8 5 -1 7 8 3 « T h re e  H undred  a n d  F i f t i e t h  A n n iv e r s a r y  
H i s t o r i c a l  B o o k l e t s  ^Richmond: G a r r e t t  and  M a s s ie ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,
No. 2 , p .  5 .

29N e i l l ,  p .  3 1 .  3 °A b b o t ,  p .  5 . 31H a tc h ,  p .  1 1 .
3 2Vovage t o  V i r g i n i a , p .  x v .
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The n e x t  m o rn in g  a s  t h e y  n e a r e d  M u lb e r ry  I s l a n d  t h e y  met 

a  l o n g - b o a t  f rom  t h e  f l e e t  o f  L o rd  De La W arr ,  who was 

f o l l o w i n g  on t h e  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  two o t h e r  s h i p s  and  r e i n ­

f o r c e m e n t s ,  p r o v i s i o n s ,  and  e q u ip m e n t .33 The bad  news 

t h a t  h ad  r e a c h e d  E n g lan d  by  t h e  r e t u r n i n g  s h i p s  l a t e  i n  

1609 had  c a u s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t i r  i n  t h e  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  

V i r g i n i a  Company and  h ad  r e s u l t e d  i n  De La W a r r ’ s  l e a v i n g  

f o r  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  one h u n d re d  and  f i f t y  s e t t l e r s  and  

g e n e ro u s  s u p p l i e s . 34 G a te s  an d  h i s  g ro u p  r e t u r n e d  t o  

Jam es to w n . The s a v i n g  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was c o n s i d e r e d  

an  a c t  o f  P r o v id e n c e .  T h e re  was now new l i f e  an d  new 

hope  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  an d  V i r g i n i a  now h a d  a g o v e rn m en t  

t h a t  made f o r  s t a b i l i t y .  From t h i s  t im e  onward t h e  V i r ­

g i n i a  e n t e r p r i s e  moved s t e a d i l y  f o r w a r d .

On 15 J u l y  1610 , G a te s  s e t  o u t  f o r  E n g la n d  t o  

b r i n g  b a c k  a f r e s h  s t o c k  o f  c a t t l e .  When he a r r i v e d  i n  

S e p te m b e r  t h e  r e p o r t s  he  b r o u g h t  w i t h  him  a r o u s e d  and  

e x c i t e d  a l l  E n g la n d .  Among h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  he  c a r r i e d  

w i t h  him  a l e t t e r  f ro m  W il l i a m  S t r a c h e y  a d d r e s s e d  t o  an  

" E x c e l l e n t  L a d y ."  T h is  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n e d  a  v e r y  d e t a i l e d  

and  r e a l i s t i c  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  e v e n t s  t h a t  t h e  

f l e e t  o f  n in e  v e s s e l s  had  e n c o u n t e r e d  and  o f  t h e  d e v a s ­

t a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  had  fo u n d  i n  Ja m e s ­

to w n .  3 5

^Ibid., p. xv.
3^Hatch, p. 11. 35strachey, p. xxi.
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B ecause  o f  t h e  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  t im e  i n  t h e  

V i r g i n i a  Company’ s  e n t e r p r i s e ,  and  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x c i t e ­

ment a ro u s e d  by  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  s h ip w re c k  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  

e x p e d i t i o n ,  S t r a c h e y ’ s  l e t t e r  was f e v e r i s h l y  p a s s e d  a b o u t  

among t h e  c o m p a n y 's  members a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  But S t r a ­

c h e y '  s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  b a l k i n e s s  o f  some o f  t h e  g ro u p  

and  o f  t h e  a t t e m p t e d  m u tin ie s  t h a t  a lm o s t  r u i n e d  t h e i r  

c h a n c e s  t o  e s c a p e  from  t h e  Berm udas was n o t  a  t a l e  t h e  

V i r g i n i a  Company o f  London w a n te d  p u b l i s h e d . ^  At t h e  

moment^ t h e  company was d o in g  i t s  b e s t  t o  s t i f l e  a l l  u n ­

f a v o r a b l e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  A cam paign  o f  p r o p ­

ag an d a  was b e in g  c a r r i e d  on t o  c o n v in c e  i n v e s t o r s  t h a t  

t h e  V i r g i n i a  e n t e r p r i s e  w as s t i l l  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  p r o f i t ­

a b l e  u n d e r t a k i n g . 37 Such l i n e s  a s  "U nto su c h  c a l a m i t y  

can  s l o a t h ,  r i o t ,  a n d  v a n i t y  b r i n g  t h e  m ost s e t t l e d  and  

p l e n t i f u l  e s t a t e  x"3^ w ere  i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  

p r o m o t io n a l  t r a c t s  b e in g  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  V i r g i n i a  Com­

p a n y .  S t r a c h e y ' s  r e a l i s t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  

e n c o u n te r e d  i n  t h e  c o lo n y  was n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t o  r e a d .  I t  h ad  t o  w a i t  f i f t e e n  

y e a r s  u n t i l  i t  was p u t  i n t o  p r i n t  i n  1625 by  Sam uel

3 ^Voyage t o  V i r g i n i a , p .  x i v .

3 ? L o u is  B. W r ig h t ,  R e l i g i o n  and  E m pire :  t h e  A l ­
l i a n c e  b e tw een  P i e t y  and  Commerce i n  E n g l i s h  E x p a n s io n , 
1558-1625  (C h a p e l  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s , 
1 9 4 3 ) ,  PP. 8 4 -1 1 4 .

^ Voyage t o  V i r g i n i a , p .  6 6 .
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P u r c h a s  w i th  t h e  t i t l e  A t r u e  r e p o r t o r v  o f  t h e  w ra c k e ,  and  

r e d e m p t io n  o f  S i r  Thomas G a te s  K n ig h t ;  u pon , and  from  th e  

H a n d s  o f  B erm udas: h i s  com ing t o  V i r g i n i a ,  and  t h e  e s t a t e  

o f  t h a t  C o lo n ie  t h e n ,  and  a f t e r ,  u n d e r  t h e  g overnm en t o f  t h e  

L o rd  De La VJarre, J u l y  1 5 . 1 6 1 0 . w r i t t e n  by  W il l ia m  S t r a c h e y , 

E s q u i r e .

Though S t r a c h e y * s  l e t t e r  was n o t  p r i n t e d  u n t i l  

1 6 2 5 , o t h e r  a c c o u n t s  d i d  a p p e a r .  The f i r s t  by  S y l v e s t e r  

J o u r d a i n ,  one o f  t h e  s u r v i v o r s ,  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  O c to b e r  

1610  and  was t i t l e d  D is c o v e r y  o f  t h e  B a rm u das . S h o r t l y  

a f t e r  a p p e a r e d  t h e  Company’ s  a u t h o r i z e d  p a m p h le t ,  A True 

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  E s t a t e  o f  t h e  C olony  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  w i th  

a c o n f u t a t i o n  o f  su c h  s c a n d a l o u s  r e p o r t s  a s  have  te n d e d  

t o  t h e  d i s g r a c e  o f  so  w o r th y  an  e n t e r p r i s e .

The e v e n t s  o f  1609 h av e  a d e f i n i t e  b e a r i n g  on 

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s The T e m p e s t . T here  

i s ,  a s  I  h ave  s a i d ,  w ide  a g re e m e n t  among th e  co m m en ta to rs  

an d  c r i t i c s  t h a t  t h i s  p l a y  d e f i n i t e l y  r e f l e c t s  S h ak e ­

s p e a r e ’ s i n t e r e s t  i n  A m e ric a .  Beyond t h i s  a g re e m e n t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  o p i n io n s  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  w hat t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n f l u e n c e s  w ere  on S h ak e ­

s p e a r e ’ s i m a g i n a t i o n  and  on t h e  a s s u m p t io n s  a s  t o  w here  

t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  o f  P r o s p e r o ’s  i s l a n d  w a s ,  w ould  f i l l  

a r e s p e c t a b l e  l i b r a r y .

The e a r l y  e d i t o r s  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y s — Theo­

b a l d ,  W a rb u r to n ,  J o h n s o n ,  C a p e l l ,  Farm er and  S t e e v e n s — 

u s e d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  t o  e x p l a i n
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c e r t a i n  g e n e r a l  a l l u s i o n s  i n  t h e  p l a y ,  b u t  none o f  th em  

s u g g e s t e d  in  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  t h e  p l a y  was b a s e d  on any  

one r e p o r t  o r  was i n f l u e n c e d  by  an  one i n c i d e n t  d i r e c t l y . 39

Edmond Malone was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s u g g e s t  th e  

r e l a t i o n  o f  The Tem pest t o  c o n te m p o ra ry  i n t e r e s t  i n  Amer­

i c a n  d i s c o v e r y  and  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  h i s  " E s s a y  on t h e  C hro n o ­

l o g i c a l  O rd e r  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  P l a y , "  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 7 9 0 .

He s u r m is e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a y  may h ave  b e e n  b a s e d  on "some 

p a r t i c u l a r  and  l a t e  m i s f o r t u n e  a t  s e a . "  I n  1 808 , i n  a  

p a m p h le t  t i t l e d  "An A cco un t o f  The I n c i d e n t s  f ro m  w h ich  

The T i t l e  and  P a r t  o f  The S t o r y  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  T em pest 

w ere  d e r i v e d ;  and  i t s  T rue  d a t e  A s c e r t a i n e d , "  h e  c o n f i r ­

med t h i s  o p i n i o n .  He w r o te  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  when he  

c r e a t e d  The T e m p e s t , h a d  i n  v ie w  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  s to rm  by  w h ic h  S i r  G eorge  Som ers and  S i r  

Thomas G a te s  w ere  s h ip w re c k e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Bermuda 

i n  J u l y  1609 on t h e i r  p a s s a g e  w i t h  a  l a r g e  s u p p ly  o f  p r o ­

v i s i o n s  and  men f o r  t h e  i n f a n t  c o lo n y  i n  V i r g i n i a .  I n  

t h i s  d r e a d f u l  h u r r i c a n e  t h e  A d m i r a l - s h i p  " h a v in g  t h o s e  

two commanders on b o a r d ,  was s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  t h e  r e s t  o f  

t h e  f l e e t ,  an d  w recked  on t h e  I s l a n d  o f  B e r m u d a . " ^  T h is  

d i s a s t e r ,  s a i d  M alone, s u g g e s t e d  t o  S h a k e s p e a re  t h e  t i t l e  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h a t  a d m i r a b le  com edy. He

^ ^ F u r n e s s ,  The T em pes t,  p .  3 0 6 .

^ E d m o n d  M alone , An A ccoun t o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  
f ro m  w h ich  t h e  t i t l e  and  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s 
T em pest w ere  d e r i v e d ;  an d  i t s  t r u e  d a t e  a s c e r t a i n e d  (London:
C. and R. Baldwin, ISOS), pp. 1-2.
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a d ded  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  m ust have  

be en  draw n t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  took p l a c e  a t  t h e  

t im e  b e c a u s e  L ord  S o u th a m p to n ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  p a t r o n ,  had  

e a r l y  shown a  s t r o n g  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  e n c o u ra g e  v o y a g e s  o f  

d i s c o v e r y .  I n  1605 , S o u th a m p to n  an d  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  L o rd  

A ru n d e l  o f  W ardour, had  f i t t e d  o u t  a  s h i p  u n d e r  t h e  com­

mand o f  C a p ta in  G eorge Weymouth, w i t h  t h e  hope  o f  m aking  

d i s c o v e r i e s  on t h e  c o a s t  o f  V i r g i n i a .  I n  160S, L ord  

S ou tham pton  and  some o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  I s l e  o f  

W ig h t ,  s e n t  C a p ta in  H arlow  t o  Cape Cod. S o u tham pton  

a l s o  h a d  a  s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  new c h a r t e r  o f  1609 

l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  o f  Som ers a n d  G a t e s .  M alone 

c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  "when he w r o te  The T e m p e s t , 

had  i n  v iew  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s a s t e r  o f  w h ic h  so  am ple  

a n  a c c o u n t  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n . H e  names f o u r t e e n  p u b l i c a ­

t i o n s  d a t i n g  f ro m  1602 t o  1612 w h ic h  d e a l  w i t h  V i r g i n i a  

and  t h e  B erm udas. B o s w e l l  r e p r i n t e d  t h i r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  

and  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  b e l i e v e d  t h e  l i s t  t o  be f a r  f ro m  com­

p l e t e .  The l i s t  i n  B o s w e l l  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  A b r i e f e  a n d  t r u e  R e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  D i s c o v e r i e  
o f  t h e  N o r th  P a r t  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  b e in g  a m ost p l e a s a n t ,  
f r u i t f u l l ,  an d  com m odious, s o i l e ,  made t h i s  p r e s e n t  
y e e r e  1602 , by  C a p ta in e  B artho lom ew  G o sn o ld ,  C a p ta in e  
B artho lom ew  G i l b e r t ,  an d  d i v e r s  o t h e r  g e n t le m e n  t h e i r  
a s s o c i a t e s ,  by  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  h o n o u r a b le  S i r  
W a l te r  R a le g h ,  & c .  w r i t t e n  by  M r. J o h n  B r e r e t o n ,  one 
o f  t h e  v o y a g e .  4 t o .  1 6 0 2 .

2 . A p r o s p e r o u s  Voyage on t h e  D is c o v e ry  o f  t h e  
N o r th  P a r t  o f  V i r g i n i a .  By C a p ta in  G eorge Weymouth. 
4 t o .  1 605 .

^•An Account, p. 3*
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3 .  Nova B r i t a n n i a ,  o f f e r i n g  most  e x c e l l e n t  F r u i t e s  

by  p l a n t i n g  i n  V i r g i n i a .  4 t o .  1 6 0 9 . — T h i s  t r a c t  was 
e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  S t a t i o n e r s ’ R eg is te r ,  F e b .  17 ,  1 6 0 8 - 9 .

4 . A good Speed  t o  V i r g i n i a .  By R o b e r t  G ray .  
E n t e r e d  i n  t h e  S t a t i o n e r s ’ R e g i s t e r ,  May 3 ,  1 609 .

$ .  A Sermon p r e a c h e d  i n  London b e f o r e  t h e  R i g h t  
Hon. L o rd  D e la w a r e ,  L ord  Gov’n o r  and  C a p ta y n  G e n ' r a i l  
o f  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  o t h e r s  o f  h i s  Ma’t i e s  C o u n c e l l  f o r  
t h a t  Kingdome, 2 1 s t  o f  F e b .  l a s t ,  e n t i t l e d ,  A Newe 
Y e a r ’ s  G i f t e  t o  V i r g i n i a .  E n t e r e d  i n  t h e  S t a t i o n e r s ’ 
R e g i s t e r ,  March 29,  1 6 0 9 - 1 0 .

6 .  Newes f ro m  Berm udas .  T h i s  t r a c t ,  w h ic h  I  have  
n e v e r  s e e n ,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h a t  s e t  f o r t h  by 
Thomas G a t e s ,  a nd  was p r o b a b l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Sep tem ­
b e r  o r  O c t o b e r  1 6 1 0 .  My know ledge  o f  t h e  t i t l e  i s  
o b t a i n e d  f ro m  a m a n u s c r i p t  m a r g i n a l  n o t e  i n  a n  o l d  
h a n d ,  i n  one o f  t h e  p a m p h l e t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  V i r g i n i a ,  
i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  my f r i e n d ,  Mr. B i n d l e y .

7 .  V i r g i n i a  News:— p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  O c t .  1 s t ,
1610 ,  a s  a p p e a r s  by  an  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  t h a t  d a t e ,  i n  
t h e  S t a t i o n e r s ’ R e g i s t e r .  I  am n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  
a n d  t h e  n e x t  a r e  n o t  t h e  same p a m p h l e t .

8 .  A D i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  Berm udas ,  o t h e r w i s e  c a l l e d  
t h e  i s l e  o f  D i v e l l s ,  &c. by  S i l .  J o u r d a n ,  4 t o .  1610 .  
R e p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  a d d i t i o n s ,  i n  1613 .

9 .  A t r u e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  E s t a t e  o f  t h e  C o lo n ie  
i n  V i r g i n i a ,  w i t h  a  c o n f u t a t i o n  o f  s u c h  s c a n d a l o u s  r e ­
p o r t s  a s  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  t h e  d i s g r a c e  o f  s o  w o r t h y  an  
e n t e r p r i s e .  P u b l i s h e d  by  a d v i s e  and  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
C o u n c e l  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  4 t o .  1 6 1 0 .  E n t e r e d  i n  t h e  S t a t i o n ­
e r s ’ R e g i s t e r ,  Nov. 8, 16 1 0 .

1 0 .  The R e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  R i g h t  H o n o u ra b le  t h e  Lord  
D e - la -W a re ,  L o rd  G o v e rn o u r  and  C a p t a i n e  G e n e r a l i  o f  
tjhe c o l o n i e  p l a n t e d  i n  V i r g i n e a ,  4 t o .  1 6 1 2 .  E n t e r e d  
i n  t h e  S t a t i o n e r s ’ R e g i s t e r ,  by  W. Welby, 1611 ,  u n d e r  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t i t l e :

The R e l a c l o n  o f  t h e  R i g h t  Hon’b l e  t h e  Lord  
D e la w a r e ,  L o rd  G o v e 'n o u r  o f  t h e  Co lony  p l a n t e d  i n  V i r ­
g i n i a ,  made t o  t h e  LL. a n d  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  C o p n s e l l  o f  
V i r g i n i a ,  t o u c h i n g e  h i s  u n e x p e c t e d  r e t u r n e  home, &c. 
a nd  a f t e r w a r d s  d e l i v e r d  i n  t h e  g e n ’r a i l  a s s e m b ly  o f  t h e  
s a y d  C o u n c e l l  a t  a  C o u r t e  h o l d e n  t h e  25 t h  o f  J u n e ,
1611 ;  p u b l i s h e d  by  o r d e r  o f  t h e  s a y d  C o u n c e l l .

1 1 .  A B a l l a d ,  c a l l e d  The L a s t  News From V i r g i n i a ,
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b e i n g  a n  E ncouragem en t  t o  a l l  o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w  t h a t  
n o b l e  E n t e r p r i s e ,  &c. E n t e r e d  i n  t h e  S t a t i o n e r s ’ 
R e g i s t e r  by  J o h n  W r i g h t ,  A u gu s t  16, 1611 .

1 2 .  The New L i f e  o f  V i r g i n e a ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h e  
f o r m e r  S u c c e s s  a n d  p r e s e n t  E s t a t e  o f  t h a t  P l a n t a ­
t i o n .

1 3 .  The P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  C o l o n ie  i n  
V i r g i n i a ,  f ro m  1606 t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  Y ear  1 6 1 2 .  ̂ -2

I n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  The Tempest  

t o  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s ,  Malone f i r s t  makes t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  

fam ous  w r e c k  c l e a r ,  by  q u o t i n g  f ro m  S t i t h ’ s  " H i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  d i s c o v e r y  a nd  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  V i r g i n i a . "  Then 

he  q u o t e s  f ro m  t h e  "T ru e  D e c l a r a t i o n "  i s s u e d  by  t h e  Coun­

c i l ,  1 6 0 9 -1 0 ,  and  f r o m  J o u r d a i n ’ s  p a m p h le t ,  1610 ,  p o i n t ­

i n g  o u t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  q u o t a t i o n s  a n d  d e t a i l s  

i n  t h e  p l a y .  A l th o u g h  M a lo n e ’ s  work h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  

p r o v e d  n o t  w h o l l y  a c c u r a t e ,  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  have  b e e n  

g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  a n d  r e p e a t e d  by  many w r i t e r s  s i n c e  

t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  w ork .

I n  1799 ,  George  C ha lm ers  w en t  one s t e p  f u r t h e r  

t h a n  Malone and  p l a c e d  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  The Tempest  a c t u a l l y  

on t h e  B erm udas .  He r e f e r r e d  t o  S t e p h a n o  a s  k i n g  o f  B e r ­

muda a nd  s a i d :

Knowing t h e  common o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  Bermudean i s l e s  
w e re  e n c h a n t e d ,  a n d  g o v e rn e d  by  s p i r i t s ,  o u r  m aker  
showed g r e a t  ju d g m e n t ,  i n  c a u s i n g ,  by e n c h a n tm e n t ,  
t h e  K i n g ’ s  s h i p  t o  be  w r e c k e d  on t h e  s t i l l - v e x ’d

^ E d m o n d  M alone ,  The P l a y s  and  Poems o f  W i l l i a m  
S h a k e s p e a r e ,  w i t h  t h e  C o r r e c t i o n s  a nd  I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  
V a r i o u s  Com menta tors  (London:  C. B a ldw in .  1 8 2 1 ) .  20 v o l s .  
1 5 : 3 8 9 - 9 0 .
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Bermoothes.^3

He a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s h ip w r e c k  o f  Somers a n d  t h e  g ov ­

e rn m e n t  o f  s p i r i t s  on t h e  i s l a n d .  C ha lm ers  s a i d  t h a t  

S h a k e s p e a r e  drew h i s  i d e a s  f o r  The T em pes t  f ro m  R a l e g h ’ s 

a c c o u n t  o f  Guiana  ( 1 5 9 6 ) ,  May’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  B e r ­

mudas ( 1 5 9 4 ) ,  and  J o u r d a i n ’s  "A P l a i n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  

Bermudas now c a l l e d  Sommer i s l a n d s "  ( 1 6 1 3 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  

t h e  p l a y  was one w h ic h  " h a s  so  many r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  

n e w - f o u n d ,  and  n e w - s e t t l e d  w o r l d , "44  an(j a d d e d :

The m e a s u r e s ,  w h ich  were  p u r s u e d  i n  1612 f o r  e x ­
t e n d i n g  c o l o n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  n e w - w o r ld ,  upon  a 
p o l i c y  o f  d i s p u t a b l e  p r i n c i p l e ,  w ere  p l a i n l y  r i d ­
i c u l e d  by S h a k e s p e a r e . 45

The main p o i n t  t h a t  C ha lm ers  and  Malone t r i e d  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  was t h a t  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  p l a y  a n d  t h e  c i r ­

c u m s ta n c e s  o f  t h e  s t o r m  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s c e n e ,  w e re  s u g ­

g e s t e d  by  t h e  d r e a d f u l  h u r r i c a n e  t h a t  d i s p e r s e d  t h e  

f l e e t  o f  S i r  George Somers and  S i r  Thomas G a t e s  i n  

J u l y  1609 ,  and  t h a t  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  w h ic h  

was p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  y e a r  by  J o u r d a i n  s u p p l i e d  

S h a k e s p e a r e  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t o r m  

w h ic h  he  d e l i n e a t e d .

As t o  a g re e m e n t  among t h e  w r i t e r s ,  F u r n e s s  s a y s :

^ G e o r g e  C h a lm e rs ,  A S u p p l e m e n t a l  A p o log y  f o r  
t h e  B e l i e v e r s  i n  S h a k s p e a r e - P a p e r s .  B e in g  a  R e p ly  t o  Mr. 
M a l o n e ’ s  Answer (New York:  A. M. K e l l e v .  1 9 7 1 ) .  E i g h t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y  S h a k e s p e a r e  No. 26,  p .  4 4 1 .

^ G e o r g e  C h a lm ers ,  An A pology  f o r  t h e  B e l i e v e r s  
i n  t h e  S h a k s p e a r e - P a p e r s .  which  w ere  e x h i b i t e d  i n  N o r f o l k  
S t r e e t  (New York: A. M. K e l l e v .  1 9 7 1 ) .  E i g h t e e n t h  C e n tu r y  
S h a k e s p e a r e  No. 25,  p .  5 7 6 .

45^ S u p p l e m e n t a l  A p o lo gy , p .  4 4 0 .
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To b o t h  H a l l i w e l l  and  H u n t e r  t h e  p a r a l l e l i s m s  which  
w ere  t o  Malone so  r e m a r k a b l e  a nd  s o  c o n v i n c i n g  i n  
J o u r d a n ’ s p a m p h le t ,  w ere  e i t h e r  commonplace o r  non­
e x i s t e n t .  To Dr .  G a r n e t t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  ’ i t  
seems m a r v e l l o u s  t h a t  a n y  one s h o u l d  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  
Malone ’ A®

I n  1$07,  F r a n c i s  Douce, whose r e m a r k s  w ere  s t i l l  

unknown t o  Malone w h i l e  he  was w r i t i n g  h i s  l £ o £  p a m p h le t ,  

had  w r i t t e n :

The i m p o r t a n t  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  h i s  rSommersJ s h i p w r e c k , 
f ro m  w h ic h  i t  i s  e x c e e d i n l y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  o u t ­
l i n e  o f  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p l a y  was b o r r o w e d ,  
h a s  b e e n  u n a c c o u n t a b l y  o v e r l o o k e d . 47

Douce gave a s  p o s s i b l e  r e f e r e n c e s  J o u r d a i n ,  S t r a c h e y ,  and 

S to w e ’ s  A n n a l s .

M a lo n e ’ s o p i n i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  S o m e r ’ s  s h i p w r e c k  

a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  i n  The Tempest  h a s  b e e n  

r e p e a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  I  p r o p o s e  t o  p r e s e n t  h e r e  

o p i n i o n s  o f  some o f  t h o s e  who h a v e  w r i t t e n  s i n c e  Malone 

on t h e  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  on The Tem pest  and 

on t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  P r o s p e r o ’ s  i s l a n d .  T hen ,  a s  a  j u r y  

o f  o n e ,  I  w i l l  s t a t e  my own c o n c l u s i o n s .  The r e a d e r ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  w i l l  draw h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  

way i n  w h ich  he s e e s  t h e  e v i d e n c e .

Thomas Moore, t h e  p o e t ,  i n  a  f o o t n o t e  t o  h i s  

" E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  M a r c h io n e s s  Dowager o f  D— LL."  f ro m  B e r ­

muda, J a n u a r y ,  180L, w r o t e ,  "Among t h e  many charm s w h ich  

Bermuda h a s  f o r  a p o e t i c - e y e ,  we c a n n o t  f o r  a n  i n s t a n t  f o r -

^ F u r n e s s ,  9 : 3 1 3 .

^ F r a n c i s  Douce,  I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  S h a k s p e a r e ,  And 
o f  A n c i e n t  Manners  (London: Longman, H u r s t ,  R e e s ,  and  Orme, 
1 3 0 7 ) ,  p .  8 .
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g e t  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  s c e n e  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s T e m p e s t , and 

t h a t  h e r e  he c o n j u r e d ,  up t h e  ’ d e l i c a t e  A r i e l '  who a l o n e
asi s  w o r t h  t h e  w ho le  h e a v e n  o f  a n c i e n t  m y t h o l o g y . " ^

Anna B r o w n e l l  J a m e s o n ,  i n  1889 ,  w r o t e :

The Bermuda I s l e s ,  i n  w h ic h  S h a k e s p e a r e  h a s  p l a c e d  
t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  t e m p e s t ,  were  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  h i s  
t i m e . S i r  George  Somers  a n d  h i s  com pan ions  h a v i n g  
b e e n  w re c k e d  t h e r e  i n  a  t e r r i b l e  s t o r m ,  b r o u g h t  b ack  
a m ost  f e a r f u l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h o s e  unknown i s l a n d s ,  
w h ic h  t h e y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " a  l a n d  o f  d e v i l s — a  most  
p r o d i g i o u s  and  e n c h a n t e d  p l a c e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n t i n u a l  
t e m p e s t s  a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l  v i s i t i n g s .

I n  1 ^ 3 9 ,  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n  was n o m in a t e d  a s  t h e  

model  f o r  P r o s p e r o ’ s  i s l a n d  by  J o s e p h  H u n t e r .  He b e l i e v e d  

t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a y  t a k e s  p l a c e  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Lam­

p e d u sa  w h ic h  l i e d  i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a ,  midway b e ­

tw e en  M a l t a  a n d  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o a s t .

S a i l o r s  f r o m - A l g i e r s  l a n d  S y c o r a x  on i t s  s h o r e s .  
P r o s p e r o  s a i l i n g  f ro m  a n  I t a l i a n  p o r t ,  a n d  b e a t i n g  
a b o u t  a t  t h e  m ercy  o f  t h e  w av es ,  i s  fo u n d  a t  l a s t  
w i t h  h i s  l o v e l y  c h a r g e  a t  Lampedusa.  A lo n z o ,  s a i l i n g  
f ro m  T u n i s ,  a nd  s t e e r i n g  h i s  c o u r s e  f o r  N a p l e s ,  i s  
d r i v e n  by  a  s t o r m  a  l i t t l e  o u t  o f  h i s  t r a c k ,  a n d  l i g h t s  
on L a m p e d u s a .50

Lampedusa i s  i n  c i r c u i t  t h i r t e e n  and  a  h a l f  m i l e s ;  

i t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a  s t o r m y  s e a ;  and  t h e r e  a r e  n a r r a t i v e s  

w h ic h  t e l l  o f  s h i p s  i n  s t o r m s  d r i v e n  upon i t s  r o c k s  and 

l o s t .  I n  t h i s  a r e a  t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  s e e n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l

^ T h o m a s  Moore, The P o e t i c a l  Works o f  Thomas 
Moore ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  C r i s s y ,  1 8 3 5 ) ,  p .  1 0 6 .

^^Anna B r o w n e l l  J a m e s o n ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  H e r o i n e s  
(London:  G. B e l l  & S o n s ,  1&9&), p .  178 .

^ J o s e p h  H u n t e r ,  A D i s q u i s i t i o n  on t h e  S c e n e ,  
O r i g i n ,  D a te ,  e t c .  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  Tempest  (London:  C. 
W h i t t in g h a m ,  I 8 3 9 ) ,  p .  1 9 .
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phenomenon c a l l e d  by  s a i l o r s  t h e  Querpo S a n t o ,  o r  t h e

F i r e s  o f  S a i n t  Helmo, c a l l e d  by  some c o m m en ta to r s  t h e

f i r e s  o f  A r i e l .  Lampedusa i n  t h e  t im e  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e

was a  d e s e r t e d  i s l a n d  and was o f t e n  c a l l e d  The E n c h a n te d

I s l a n d  among t h e  m a r i n e r s  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o a s t .  H u n t e r

c o n t i n u e d ; a f t e r  g i v i n g  f u r t h e r  g ro u n d s  f o r  h i s  b e l i e f :

7 / i th  t h e s e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  Lampedusa b e f o r e  u s ,  t h e r e  
i s  no o c c a s i o n  t o  go o u t  i n t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  f o r  a n y  

' a r c h t y p e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  P r o s p e r o . 5 1

He p r o c e e d e d  t o  p r e s e n t  p o i n t s  o f  r e s e m b l a n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e

g e o g r a p h i c a l  a n d  r e a l  i s l a n d ,  and  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  t h e  P o e t ,

w h ic h  seemed t o  him t o o  p e c u l i a r  and  t o o  c r i t i c a l  t o  be

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  bn any  p r i n c i p l e  which  e x c l u d e s  t h e  P o e t ’ s

a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  i s l a n d .  The i s l a n d  h a s

" t r o g l o d y t i c  c a v e s "  on i t ,  h o l lo w e d  o u t  r o c k s .  One o f

t h e s e ,  fo u n d  b y  C a p t a i n  W. H. Smyth,  was vibere t h e  H e rm i t

o f  Lampedusa l i v e d  and  i n  t h e r e  was a c h a p e l  a n d  a mosque
52r e a d y  f o r  seamen o f  e i t h e r  f a i t h .

C a l i b a n  c o l l e c t s  f i r e w o o d ;  F e r d i n a n d  i s  e n g ag e d  

i n  p i l i n g  up t h o u s a n d s  o f  l o g s  o f  wood; and  t h e  r e a l  i s ­

l a n d  o f  Lampedusa s u p p l i e s  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  M a l ta  w i t h  f i r e ­

wood.  Lampedusa,  s a y s  H u n t e r , ^ i s  i n  f a c t  t h e  s c e n e  where  

a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  p l a y  t a k e  p l a c e ,  and was i n t e n d e d  

t o  be  so  r e g a r d e d  by  t h e  P o e t . "53

T h eod o r  E lz e  f o l l o w e d  H u n te r  i n  p l a c i n g  P r o s p e r o  

on a  r e a l  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n ,  b u t  he c h o se  t h e

51I b i d . ,  p. 2 8 . $2Ibid.,  p# 29 .

53I b i d . ,  p * 103 •
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i s l a n d  o f  P a n t e l a r i a ,  i n s t e a d  o f  Lam pedusa .  The way he 

saw t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  P r o s p e r o  must  have  b e en  t a k e n  t o  t h e  n e a r ­

e s t  s e a p o r t  t o  M i l a n  when he was e x p e l l e d ,  w h ic h  i s  

Genoa.  Then he p r o b a b l y  d r i f t e d  s o u t h w a r d s  i n  t h e  d i r ­

e c t i o n  o f  some i s l a n d  o f f  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o a s t .  When A lonzo  

s a i l e d  f rom  T u n is  t o  N a p le s  he must  h a v e  s t e e r e d  n o r t h -  

n o r t h - e a s t  .

Now t h e  p o i n t  where  t h e s e  two c o u r s e s  i n t e r s e c t  w i l l  
be fo u n d  t o  be  p r e t t y  n e a r  a  g r o u p  o f  i s l a n d s ,  a n d ,  
s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  T u n i s  A l o n z o ’ s 
f l e e t  was s t r u c k  by a  w e s t e r l y  s t o r m  a n d  d r i v e n  f a r ­
t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  we s h a l l  s e e  t h a t  he m ust  h a v e  b e e n  
w re ck e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  P a n t a l a r i a .  5*£

E lz e  s a y s  H u n t e r ’ s  Lampedusa i s  t o o  f a r  t o  t h e  e a s t  t o  p e r ­

m i t  t h e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  when S y c o ra x  was b a n i s h e d  f rom  

A r g i e r  sh e  was c a r r i e d  p a s t  t h e  n e a r e r  i s l a n d  t o  t h e  f a r ­

t h e r  o n e .  J u s t  a s  H u n te r  fo u n d  t h a t  Lampedusa a n sw e re d  

t o  e v e r y  n eed  o f  t h e  drama,  so E lz e  f i n d s  P a n t a l a r i a  

e q u a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e  w i t h  i t s  f r e s h  s p r i n g s ,  b r i n e - p i t s ,  

b a r r e n  p l a c e  and f e r t i l e ;  and  i f  Lampedusa h a s  t h e  a d v a n ­

t a g e  i n  i t s  b e i n g  d e s e r t e d ,  P a n t a l a r i a  s u r p a s s e s  i t  i n  t h a t  t h e  

name o f  t h e  town,  ’ S e i a x g h i b i r , ’ s u g g e s t s  t h e  name o f  

S y c o r a x .  F u r t h e r  more,  on  t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  

b e tw e e n  T u n i s  and  Hammamet, s t a n d s  t h e  town o f  C a l i b i a ,  

known a s  su c h  f rom t h e  d a y s  o f  Diego R i b e y r o ’ s  c h a r t  i n  

1 5 2 9 . 55

F u r n e s s ,  9:3*

^ T h e o d o r  E lz e ,  " I t a l i e n i s c h e  S k i z z e n  du S h a k e ­
s p e a r e ” J a h r b u c h  d e r  D e u tsch e n  S h a k e s p e a r e - G e s e l l s c h a f t  
( Germany^ 1&80; K raus  R e p r i n t " L t d . ,  Vaduz,  1963)  p p . 2 3 0 -  
265 .
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Whenoe we have  t h e  s i m p l e s t  and  m ost  n a t u r a l  e x ­
p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  name o f  C a l i b a n ,  t h a t  i s ,  a n  i n ­
h a b i t a n t  o f  C a l i b i a ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  f a r - f e t c h e d  and 
m e t a t h e s i s  o f  C a n n i b a l .  . . . And when a l l  t h i s  l a y  
so  n e a r  t o  t h e  s c e n e  o f  h i s  drama why s h o u l d  Sh ak e ­
s p e a r e ,  who, f o r s o o t h ,  c o n n e c t e d  T u n i s  w i t h  C a r th a g e  
and  Widow D ido ,  h a v e  t o  d e v i s e ,  o u t  o f  a n  A m erican
w o rd ,  a name t h a t  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  l a y  r e a d y  t o  h i s
h a n d ? 56

As f o r  Lampedusa an d  P a n t a l a r i a ,  t h o u g h  much i n ­

g e n u i t y  was u s e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  a u t h o r s ’ c o n v i c t i o n s ,  t h e r e  

i s  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  r e a l  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  e i t h e r  a u t h ­

o r  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  m ig h t  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  e i t h e r  i s l a n d  o r

t h a t  e i t h e r  i s l a n d  h ad  a t t r a c t e d  a n y  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  i n

t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  p e r i o d ,  o r  t h a t  a n y  o f  t h e  c h r o n i c l e r s  

had  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  th em .

T h e re  i s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e .  I n  1$59 ,  W i l ­

l i a m  B e l l  s a i d :

I t  c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e  b e e n  C o r c y ra  w h ich  was i n t e n d e d .
57He g i v e s  no r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  o p i n i o n . C o r c y r a  i s  t h e  

a n c i e n t  name o f  C o r f u ,  one o f  t h e  I o n i a n  I s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  

n o r t h w e s t  c o a s t  o f  G r e e c e .

A n o th e r  s u g g e s t i o n  was made by Edward E v e r e t t  

H a l e — t h e  i s l a n d  C u t ty h u n k ,  w h ic h  l i e s  o f f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  

c o a s t  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  one o f  t h e  c h a i n  o f  i s l a n d s  a t  

t h e  mouth o f  B u z z a r d s  Bay .  The g ro u p  w h ic h  i n c l u d e s  

C u t ty h u n k  i s  c a l l e d  E l i z a b e t h  and  t h e r e  i s  a town on

^ E l z e ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by  F u r n e s s ,  9 :3*
57W i l l i a m  B e l l ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s Puck a n d  h i s  f o l k s  

l o r e  (London,  1&52-64;  r e p r i n t TNew ^ o r k :  AMS P r e s s  I n c ,  
1 9 7 1 ) ,  3 : v o l s . ,  2 : 3 0 5 .
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C u t ty h u n k  c a l l e d  G o sn o ld ,  i n  h o n o r  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r  who

came t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  New E n g la n d  w i t h  h i s  c rew  i n  May

1 6 0 2 .  T h e re  were  t h r e e  a c c o u n t s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  G osn o ld* s

v o y a g e ,  two o f  w h ic h  w ere  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1602:  a  l e t t e r

f ro m  G osn o ld  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ,  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  voyage by

G a b r i e l  A r c h e r ,  and  a  " B r i e f  and  T ru e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e

D i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  N o r th  P a r t  o f  V i r g i n i a "  by Jo h n  B r e r e t o n . 5 &

H a le  r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k e r  o f  t h e

e x p e d i t i o n  was t h e  E a r l  o f  S o u th a m p to n .  He w r o t e :

Any p e r s o n  who gav e  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  G osno ld  v o y ­
a ge  i n  b r i e f  w o u ld  s a y  t h a t ,  " h e r e  was a s m a l l  i s ­
l a n d ,  h e a v i l y  wooded, w i t h  l i t t l e  b r o o k s  o f  f r e s h  
w a t e r  where  t h e  s h i p  c o u ld  s u p p l y  i t s e l f . "  He would  
d e s c r i b e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  s m a l l  v e s s e l  i n  one o f  
t h o s e  c o v e s  f ro m  w h ic h  two p a r t i e s  o f  men go o u t ,  
one o f  whom c o n t r a c t e d  a j e a l o u s y  f o r  t h e  o t h e r , — 
t h e  " G en t lem en  A d v e n t u r e r s "  a n d  t h e  seam en.  What 
t h e  "G en t le m e n  A d v e n t u r e r ^ ” who w r i t e  o u r  a c c o u n t s ,  
s a y  o f  t h e  seamen i s  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e i r  d i s c r e d i t .
T h ese  p a r t i e s  go t o  work  s e p a r a t e l y ,  and  t h e  g e n t l e ­
men c u t  s a s s a f r a s  l o g s  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  c a r g o .  They 
a r e  l o s t  o u t  a t  n i g h t  i n  a  s t o r m .  They a r e  o b l i g e d  
t o  f e e d  on t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  w h ich  p rov e  
t o  be  m u s s e l s  f rom  t h e  s t r e a m s ,  p i g - n u t s  dug f rom  
t h e  g ro u n d  a n d  s c a m e l s  o r  sea-mews f rom  t h e  r o c k s .
I n  t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  t h e y  s p e a k  o f  i t  
a s  a  s m a l l  i s l a n d ,  h e a v i l y  wooded, w i t h  l i t t l e  
b r o o k s  o f  f r e s h  w a t e r .

Now when you  t u r n  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  you f i n d  t h a t  
t h e  v e s s e l  a r r i v e s  a t  one o f  t h e  c o v e s  o f  an  i s l a n d  
a f t e r  t h e  t e m p e s t ,  f ro m  w h ich  two p a r t i e s  s t r a g g l e  
o f f  i n t o  t h e  i s l a n d ,  w h ic h  i s  s m a l l  and h e a v i l y  
wooded,  w i t h  l i t t l e  b r o o k s  o f  f r e s h  w a t e r .  One o f  
t h e s e  p a r t i e s  i s  k e p t  o u t  i n  t h e  woods i n  a  s to r m  
o f  t h u n d e r  and  l i g h t n i n g ,  and  t h e  f o o d  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  
a p p e a r s  i n  w h a t  C a l i b a n  s a y s  t o  t h e  s a i l o r s  when he  
i s  t r y i n g  t o  p e r s u a d e  them  t o  g i v e  him more l i q u o r .

58A l l  t h e s e  may be fo u n d  i n  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  V o l .  V I I I ,  t h i r d  s e r i e s ,  
p p .  7 0 - 9 4 .
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" I ’ l l  show t h e e  t h e  b e s t  s p r i n g s ;  I ’ l l  p l u c k  

t h e e  b e r r i e s . "
"W ith  my l o n g  n a i l s  I ' l l  d i g  t h e e  p i g - n u t s ,  show 

t h e e  a  j a y ' s  n e s t ,  and  i n s t r u c t  t h e e  how t o  s n a r e  
t h e  n im b le  m a rm o se t .  I ’ l l  b r i n g  t h e e  t o  c l u s t e r i n g  _ 
f i l b e r t s ;  I ’ l l  g e t  t h e e  young seamews f r o m  t h e  r o c k . " - ^

H a le  g i v e s  a  s e r i e s  o f  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  t h e  r e ­

p o r t s  o f  G osn o ld  and  p a s s a g e s  f rom  T h e  T e m p e s t . He b e l i e v e s  

" t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  c o l o r i n g  o f  The Tem pest  i s  i n  p a r t  d e r i v e d  

f ro m  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  G o s n o l d ' s  a d v e n t u r e r s ^  I n  r e j e c t ­

i n g  Bermuda a s  t h e  m odel  f o r  t h e  l o c a l e  o f  t h e  p l a y ,  H a le

s a y s :

. . . t h e r e  i s  no a l l u s i o n  t o  a n  o r a n g e ,  a  b a n a n a ,  
a  yam o r  a  p o t a t o ,  a  f e a t h e r  c l o a k  o r  a  pa lm  t r e e ,  
o r  a  p i n e a p p l e ,  o r  a  monkey, o r  a  p a r r o t ,  o r  a n y ­
t h i n g  e l s e  w h ich  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  G u l f  o f  M ex ico ,  o r  
t o  t h e  t r o p i c s .  Does n o t  t h i s  seem a s  i f  he m ean t  
t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  c o l o r  o f "T h e  Tempest"  s h o u l d  be t h a t  
w h ic h  was s u g g e s t e d  by  t h e  g e n t l e m e n  a d v e n t u r e r s  and  
t h e  seamen who w ere  t a l k i n g  o f  C u t ty h u n k ,  i t s  c l i m a t e
a nd  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a s  t h e y  t o l d  t r a v e l l e r s '  s t o r i e s
up  a n d  down i n  London.

Henry  Cabot  L odge ,  i n  commenting on H a l e ’ s t h e o r y ,  

w r o t e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  e v i d e n t l y  d i d  have t h e  New W orld  i n  

mind a n d  was p r o b a b l y  u s i n g  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  t h e  a d v e n ­

t u r e r s  f o r  m a t e r i a l  and  t h a t  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw ee n  

t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  P r o s p e r o  and t h o s e  men­

t i o n e d  by  G o sn o ld ,  w i t h  whom S h a k e s p e a r e  had a  p e c u l i a r  

t i e ,  w e re  t o o  marked t o  be o v e r l o o k e d .  He c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  

w h i l e  S h a k e s p e a r e  fo u n d  h i s  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  s t o r m ,  t h e

59 Edward E v e r e t t  H a le ,  P r o s p e r o ' s  I s l a n d  (New 
York: Colum bia  U n i v e r s i t y  D ra m a t ic  Museum, 1 9 1 9 ) ,  S e r i e s  
k ,  n o .  3 t P* 9 9 .

6° I b i d . , p .  100 . ^ I b i d . j p .  102 .
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w r e c k ,  a n d  t h e  S t .  E lm o 's  f i r e  i n  S t r a c h e y  a n d  J o u r d a i n ,  

he t o o k  f ro m  B r e r e t o n  and  G o sn o ld ,  f r i e n d s  o f  h i s  p a t r o n  

S o u th a m p to n ,  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  i t s e l f  w h ic h  he 

m ig h t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  s c e n e  t h a t  he  h a d  

i n  m ind .

Of c o u r s e ,  a s  most  s t u d e n t s  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e  c r i t ­

i c i s m  know, t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c r i t i c s  t o  d a t e  h a v e  o p t e d  

f o r  t h e  s h ip w r e c k  o f  Somers and  G a te s  a s  t h e  main  i n f l u e n c e  

on The T e m p e s t . Here  i s  a  s a m p l in g :

I S 9 S, Rudyard  K i p l i n g :

May I  c i t e  M a l o n e ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  
p l a y  w i t h  t h e  c a s t i n g  away o f  S i r  George  Somers 
on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Bermuda i n  l 6 0 9 . ° 3

1 9 1 1 ,  S id n e y  Lee:

The r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  g e n t l e  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  i s ­
l a n d  on w h ich  P r o s p e r o  i s  c a s t  away,  a nd  t o  t h e  
s p i r i t s  and  d e v i l s  t h a t  i n f e s t e d  i t ,  r e n d e r  u n ­
q u e s t i o n a b l e  i t s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  new ly  
d i s c o v e r e d  Bermudas .  T h e re  i s  i n  f a c t  no r e a s o n ­
a b l e  g ro u n d  f o r  d i s p u t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c a t a s t r o p h e  
f ro m  w h ich  t h e  p l o t  o f  t h e  p l a y  i s s u e s  was s u g ­
g e s t e d  by  t h e  c a s t i n g  away, i n  a t e r r i f i c  s t o r m ,  
on t h e  r o c k y  c o a s t  o f  Bermuda, o f  a  s h i p  bound 
f o r  t h e  new s e t t l e m e n t  o f  J a m e s to w n .  P r o s p e r o ' s  
u n i n h a b i t e d  i s l a n d  r e f l e c t s  most  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  
w h ic h  t h e  s h i p w r e c k e d  s a i l o r s  on t h i s  V i r g i n i a  
voyage  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e i r  i n v o l u n t a r y  a s y lu m  i n  
t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  where  t h e y  seemed t o  be  f a c e  t o  
f a c e  w i t h  n a t u r e ' s  e l e m e n t a r y  f o r c e s  i n  e n e r g e t ­
i c  a c t i v i t y .  Such a s c e n e  e a s i l y  s t i r r e d  i n  t h e  
d r a m a t i s t ' s  f e r t i l e  i m a g i n a t i o n  t h e  f u r t h e r  am­
b i t i o n  t o  p o r t r a y  a b o r i g i n a l  man i n ^ h i s  own home, 
and  t o  d e f i n e  h i s  fo rm  and  f a c u l t y . ^

67 I b i d . , p .  2S.

^ R u d y a r d  K i p l i n g ,  "To t h e  E d i t o r  o r  t h e  'S p e c ­
t a t o r ' , "  S p e c t a t o r  ( J u l y  2,  1S 9 S ) ,  p p .  1 5 - 1 6 .

^ S i d n e y  L ee ,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n , "  The T em pes t  a  Comedy 
( C l e v e l a n d :  The Rowfant  C lu b ,  1 9 1 0 ) ,  p .  x i i i .
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1921 ,  S i r  A r t h u r  Q u i l l e r - C o u c h :

F u r t h e r ,  we c an  e a s i l y  a l l o w  t h e  p l a y  t o  co n ­
t a i n  many p a s s a g e s  s u g g e s t e d  by  t h e  m i s -  ,  
a d v e n t u r e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a n  voyage  o f  1609 .  '

1930 ,  Edmund K e r c h e v e r  Chambers:

T h a t  i t  t~The T em pes t !  c a n n o t  have  b e e n  w r i t t e n  
much e a r l i e r  t h a n  1611 i s  c l e a r  f ro m  t h e  u se  
r p h a k e s p e a r F J  made o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  d e s c r i b i n g  
t h e  w re c k  o f  S i r  George Somers a t  t h e  Bermudas 
d u r i n g  a  voyage  t o  V i r g i n i a  on 25 J u l y  1 6 0 9 . ° °

1 936 ,  George Lyman K i t t r e d g e :

. . . .  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  owes s o m e th i n g  t o  t h e  
n a r r a t i v e s  o f  S o m e r ’ s  a d v e n t u r e s  i s  c e r t a i n .

1937 ,  L e s l i e  H o tso n :

. . . .  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  n o t  o n l y  r e a d  
i t  C S t r a c h e y ’ s  l e t t e r ^  i n  1610 ,  b u t  u s e d  p h r a s e s  
and  i d e a s  f ro m  i t  i n  com pos ing  The T em pes t .

193&, R o b e r t  R a l s t o n  Cawley:

One o f  t h e i r  s h i p s  r a n  a g r o u n d  on t h e  Bermudas 
a nd  s t r a n d e d  i t s  u n l u c k y  p a s s e n g e r s  t h e r e  u n t i l  
t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  a n  i n c i d e n t  w h ic h  S h a k e s p e a r e

65' S i r  A r t h u r  Q u i l l e r - C o u c h ,  e d .  w i t h  Jo h n  Dover  
W i l s o n ,  The Tem pest  (C a m br id ge ,  E n g la n d :  Cambridge U n i v e r ­
s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 1 ) ,  p .  x l v i i i .

66
Edmund K e r c h e v e r  Chambers ,  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e ;

A S tu d y  o f  F a c t s  a n d  P r o b l e m s , 2 v o l s .  (O x fo rd :  C la r e n d o n  
P r e s s ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  1 :149*

^ G e o r g e  Lyman K i t t r e d g e ,  e d .  The Comple te  Works 
o f  S h a k e s p e a r e  (New York: Ginn & C o . ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  3 .

^ L e s l i e  H o tso n :  I ,  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  do a p p o i n t  
Thomas R u s s e l l  (Londftnrk:  O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1937J7 
P • 224*
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1 9 6 1 ,  L o u i s  B. W r ig h t :

S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s i m a g i n a t i o n ,  we know, was s t i m u ­
l a t e d  by  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  w re c k  o f  t h e  G a te s  and  
Somers e x p e d i t i o n  on B e rm u da .70

1 9 6 2 ,  E. P .  Kuhl :

' I t  was t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  G a t e s ’ s  f e l l o w  c o l o n i z e r  
W i l l i a m  S t r a c h e y  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  drew u p o n . 71

Though many a u t h o r s  a g r e e  on t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f

t h e  1609 d i s a s t e r  on t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  The T e m p e s t , on t h e

s u b j e c t  o f  w h ic h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  i n f l u e n c e d  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s

i m a g i n a t i o n  m o s t ,  t h e r e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  T h i s

d i s a g r e e m e n t  t e n d s  t o  d i f f u s e  t h e  " o b v i o u s n e s s "  t h a t  some

w r i t e r s  c l a i m  f o r  t h e  p a r a l l e l s  t h e y  c i t e .  Here i s  a

s a m p l i n g  o f  t h e  w ork s  s t r e s s e d :

I B 9 6 , F r e d e r i c k  S .  Boas:

So many p a s s a g e s  i n  The Tem pes t  r e c a l l  J o u r d a n ’ s 
d e s c r i p t i o n s  t h a t  S h a k s p e r e  must  have  had  them 
b e f o r e  h im .  Thus we have  t h e  a l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  
’ s t i l l - v e x e d  B e r m o o t h e s ’ ; t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  S t e p h -  
ano  on h i s  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  Caliban, ’Have 
we d e v i l s  h e r e ? ’ t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  K i n g ’ s 
s h i p  f rom  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f l e e t ,  and  t h e  m i r a c ­
u l o u s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s h i p w r e c k e d  m a r i n e r s .  
These  and  s i m i l a r  c o i n c i d e n c e s  b e tw e e n  p l a y  and  
p a m p h le t  c o n n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a c c i d e n t a l ,  and  The 
T e m p e s t , i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  c o n c l u d e ,  was w r i t ­
t e n  w h i l e  S o m e r s ’ p e r i l o u s  a d v e n t u r e  was s t i l l

^ R o b e r t  R a l s t o n  Cawley,  The V oy ag ers  and  E l i z ­
a b e t h a n  Drama ( B o s to n :  D. C. H e a th  & C o . ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  277*

^ L o u i s  Booker  W r i g h t ,  e d .  The Tempest  (New York: 
F o l g e r  L i b r a r y  G e n e r a l  R e a d e r ' s  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  x .

*^E. P.  K uh l ,  " S h a k e s p e a r e  and  t h e  F o u n d e rs  o f  
A m er ic a :  The T e m p e s t , "  P h i l o l o g i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y ,  XLI ( O c to b e r ,  
1 9 6 2 ) ,  No. 4 ,  p .  1 2 3 .
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a n  e a g e r  t o p i c  o f  d i s c u s s i o n . 72 

1906 ,  M orton  Luce:

Mr. Luce n o t i c e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y :  The D e s p a tc h  
s e n t  by  De l a  W arre  i n  c h a r g e  o f  G a t e s  J u l y  
15 ,  1610 ;  S t r a c h e y ’ s  L e t t e r  o r  " R e p e r t o r y ’' 
w r i t t e n  t o  some ’ e x c e l l e n t  l a d y ’ i n  E n g la n d  and  
p r o b a b l y  c a r r i e d  by  t h e  same s h i p ;  J o u r d a n ’ s 
"A D i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  Bermudas ,  o t h e r w i s e  c a l l e d  
t h e  l i e  o f  D e v i l s  . . . , "  w r i t t e n  soo n  a f t e r  
t h e  a u t h o r  l a n d e d  i n  E n g la n d ;  and  "A True  Dec­
l a r a t i o n  . . . p u b l i s h e d  by  A d v ise  a n d  d i r e c ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n c e l l  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1 6 1 0 . "  From 
t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  a c c o u n t s ,  Mr. Luce h a s  c i t e d  a 
l a r g e  number o f  p a r a l l e l i s m s ,  b o t h  i n  t h o u g h t  
and  p h r a s i n g ,  b e tw e e n  t h e  p a m p h l e t s  and  t h e  p l a y ,  
t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  w h ic h  i s  r e a s o n a b l y  
c o n v i n c i n g  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  b a s e d  "The Tempest"  
i n  p a r t  on c o n te m p o r a r y  a c c o u n t s  o f  t r a v e l . 73

1 9 18 ,  David  Horne:

Even more t h a n  t h e s e  ’Bermuda p a m p h l e t s '  i s  
S h a k e s p e a r e  i n d e b t e d  t o  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by 
one W i l l i a m  S t r a c h e y  and  b r o u g h t  t o  E n g land  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  J u l y  1 5 ,  1 6 1 0 .7 4

1 92 1 ,  Q u i l l e r - C o u c h :

T h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  u s e d  a t  l e a s t  one o r  two o u t  
o f  s e v e r a l  p a m p h l e t s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  w reck  
(by  S i l v e s t e r  J o u r d a i n ,  by  W i l l i a m  S t r a c h e y ,  
a nd  by  ’a d v i s e  and  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n c e l l  
o f  V i r g i n i a ’ — t o  m e n t io n  no o t h e r s ) .  . .75

1 926 ,  Cawley:

The a im  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  be t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  
e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  S h a k s p e r e ,  i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e  s t o r m ,  u s e d  S t r a c h e y ’ s  T rue  R e p o r t o r y  . . .

^ F r e d e r i c k  S .  B oas ,  S h a k s p e r e  a nd  h i s  P r e d e c e s s o r s  
(New York:  C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ’s  S o n s ,  1 8 9 6 ) ,  p .  528 .

7 ^ R a c h e l  M. K e l s e y ,  " I n d i a n  Dances  i n  The Tem-  
p e s t , "  The J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  a nd  Germanic  P h i l o l o g y  
(TJrFana, I l l i n o i s ,  1 9 1 4 ) ,  V o l .  X I I I :  100 .

^ D a v i d  H orne ,  e d .  The Tempest  (New Haven:
The Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 8 ) ,  p .  103 .

7 5 q u i l l e r -C o u ch ,  p. x l v i i i .
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A n o th e r  work ,  A T rue  D e c l a r a t i o n , makes t h e  
c o n n e c t i o n  b e tw ee n  t h e  t e m p e s t  a t  s e a  and  t h e  
t e m p e s t  o f  c o n s p i r a c i e s  on s h o r e  w h ic h  S h a k e -  
s p e r e  must  have  h a d  i n  mind:

The b r o k e n  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h o s e  s u p p l i e s  
made a g r e a t e r  s h i p w r a c k  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  
o f  V i r g i n i a ,  by  t h e  t e m p e s t  o f  d i s s e n t i o n .

E ls e w h e re  t h e  same t r a c t  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  w h o le  a f ­
f a i r  a s  " t h i s  t r a g i c a l l  C om ed ie ."  And s t i l l  a n ­
o t h e r  w ork ,  A True  and  S i n c e r e  D e c l a r a t i o n , may 
have  s u g g e s t e d  t o  t h e  d r a m a t i s t  h i s  v e r y  t i t l e :

T h a t  which  seem es  t o  d i s h a r t e n  o r  sh a k e  o u r  
f i r s t  g ro u n d s  i n  t h i s  s u p p l y e ;  a r i s e t h  f ro m  
o u r  p r i n c i p a l l  s o u r c e s  . . . ; F i r s t ,  t h e  
T e m p e s t .

The word Tempest  i s  i t a l i c i z e d  a nd  c a p i t a l i z e d  i n  
t h e  o r i g i n a l .

I n  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  The Tem pes t  w i t h  a  T rue  
R e p o r t o r y  i n c i d e n t a l  p a r a l l e l s  c a n  be t a k e n  a c c o u n t  
o f  b e c a u s e  o t h e r  p a r a l l e l s  make i t  v i r t u a l l y  c e r ­
t a i n  t h a t  S h a k s p e r e  was f o l l o w i n g  t h e  document  
c l o s e l y .76

1 9 3 0 ,  Chambers:

S h a k e s p e a r e  d o u b t l e s s  u s e d  t h e  p r i n t s  o f  1610 ,  
b u t  numerous v e r b a l  p a r a l l e l s  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  
h i s  main a u t h o r i t y  was t h e  T rue  R e p o r t o r y . 77

1 93 6 ,  K i t t r e d g e :

These  t h r e e  n a r r a t i v e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  i n  no s e n s e  
t o  be  r e g a r d e d  a s  s o u r c e s  o f  The T e m p e s t . At 
most  t h e y  f u r n i s h e d  S h a k e s p e a r e  w i t h  a  few  i t e m s  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  w i t h  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s  
which, he  ■ f o l l o w e d  a f t e r  h i s  own f a s h i o n . '

76fl0b e r t  R a l s t o n  Cawley ,  " S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  Use o f  
t h e  V o yagers  i n  The T e m p e s t , "  P .M .L .A .  ( S e p te m b e r ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  
XLI, n o . 3 > P • 6 8 9 .

77 Chambers, A S t u d y , p .  49 2 .

?%ittredge, p. 3 .
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195$,  F r a n k  Kermode:

The i n d u s t r y  o f  L uce ,  L e e ,  G a y le y ,  Cawley ,  and  
H o tso n  h a s  p u t  t h e  i s s u e  £ t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  knew 
t h e s e  t h r e e  n a r r a t i v e s ]  b e yond  r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t .
. . . L uce ,  G a y le y  a n a  Cawley a g r e e  t h a t  S t r a c h e y * s  
e x c e e d s  t h e  o t h e r  w o rk s  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  . .

An i n t e r e s t i n g  comment was made by W. W. L lo y d

who fo u n d  some s i m i l a r i t y  o f  i n c i d e n t s  i n  The Tem pest  a n d '

t a l e s  o f  s e t t l e r s ,  b u t  e s t a b l i s h e d  no c o n n e c t i o n  b e tw e e n

t h e  p l a y  a nd  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  e n t e r p r i s e .  He d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,

combine t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w i t h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e

o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  v o y a g e s  i n  g e n e r a l .

Now, i t  i s  q u i t e  t r u e  t h a t  i n  t h e  p l a y  a l l  h i n t s  o f  
p l a c e  a n d  t im e  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  and  I t ­
a l i a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  n o t h i n g ,  so  f a r ,  c an  be more 
rem o te  f rom  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a g e ,  i n  voyage  
and a d v e n t u r e ,  a s  d e r i v e d  f ro m  j o u r n a l s  and  n a r r a t i v e s  
o f  t h e  com rades  o f  R a le g h  and  D r a k e .  Yet  t h e  m a r i ­
t im e  a nd  c o l o n i a l  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  t h e  t im e  were  h i g h l y  
s t i m u l a t i n g  t o  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  i n t e r e s t ,  and  we may s e e  
t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  t h o u g h  f a r  abov e  t h e  mere p u t t i n g  
on t h e  s t a g e  o f  t h e  t o p i c  o f  t h e  d a y ,  d i d  n o t  l e t  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  p a s s  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  t h o s e  v i e w s  o f  
man a nd  n a t u r e ,  t h a t ,  t r u e  e t e r n a l l y ,  m ig h t  n e v e r  
so  v i v i d l y  be a p p r e h e n d e d  a s  t o  t h e  moment o f  s u c h  
e x c i t e m e n t .  I t  was i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  S h a k s p e a r e  
c o n c e i v e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Drama t o  t h e  d ay  and  
s e t  f o r t h  a s  t h e  n o b l e  a im  o f  t h e  d r a m a t i s t ,  t h e  
show ing  " t h e  v e r y  a g e  and  body  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  i t s  fo rm  
and p r e s s u r e , "

W h i l e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  drama b e f o r e  u s  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  
so  r e m o te  i n  l o c a l i t y  and  d e t a i l  f ro m  V i r g i n i a ,  i t  
i s  most  c u r i o u s  t o  o b s e r v e  how many o f  t h e  t o p i c s  
b r o u g h t  up by  c o l o n i e s  and  c o l o n i z a t i o n ,  a r e  i n d i ­
c a t e d  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i n  t h e  p l a y .

The w o nd e rs  o f  t h e  new l a n d s ,  new r a c e s :  t h e  
e x a g g e r a t i o n s  o f  t r a v e l l e r s ,  and  t h e i r  t r u t h s  more 
s t r a n g e  t h a n  e x a g g e r a t i o n :  new n a t u r a l  phenomena,

7 ^ F ra n k  Kermode, e d .  The Arden  E d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
Works o f  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e :  The' Tem pest  (C am br idge .  
M a s s . : H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 4 ) ,  p .  x x v i i .



Zko
a nd  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  them ,  t h e  p e r i l s  
o f  t h e  s e a  a n d  s h i p w r e c k s ,  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s u c h  f a t ­
a l i t i e s  i n  a w a k e n in g  r e m o r s e  f o r  i l l  d e e d s ,  n o t  u n ­
rem em bered  b e c a u s e  e a s i l y  c o m m it te d :  t h e  q u a r r e l s  
a n d  m u t i n i e s  o f  c o l o n i s t s  f o r  g r u d g e s  new and  o l d ,  
t h e  c o n t e s t s  f o r  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  and  t h e  
g r e e d y  m i s d i r e c t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y  w h i l e  e v e n  s u b s i s ­
t e n c e  i s  p r e c a r i o u s :  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  g ov e rn m e n t  f o r  
p l a n t a t i o n s ,  t h e  i m a g i n a r y  a nd  a c t u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s  o f  man i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  n a t u r e ,  t h e  c o m p l i c a ­
t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  i n d i g e n a e ,  t h e  r e s o r t ,  p e n a l l y  o r  
o t h e r w i s e ,  t o  c o m p e l l e d  l a b o u r ,  t h e  r e a p p e a r a n c e  on 
new s o i l  o f  t h e  v i c e s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  w o r l d ,  t h e  c o n ­
t r a s t  o f  m o r a l  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  be tw ee n  
t h e  c i v i l i z e d  a n d  t h e  s a v a g e ,  and  t h e  g r a d u a l  a p p r e ­
h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  w ondrous  s t r a n g e r s  by  t h e  s a v a g e ,  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  p r o m p t i t u d e ,  
a n d  v i g o u r  demanded f o r  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a  s e t t l e m e n t - r - a l l  t h e s e  t o p i c s ,  
p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  c o n j u n c t u r e s  came up i n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  
o f  V i r g i n i a  b y  Jam es  I . }  and  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  them 
a n d  t h e i r  c o l l a t e r a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  w ou ld  h e i g h t e n  t h e  
s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  e v e r y  s c e n e  o f  a  p l a y  
w h ic h  p r e s e n t e d  them  i n  c o n t r a s t e d  g u i s e ,  b u t  i n  a 
m anner  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  more d i s t i n c t l y  b r o u g h t  them 
home t o  t h e i r  c a r d i n a l  b e a r i n g s  i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  
o f  s o c i e t y — o f  m a n .° 0

To many r e a d e r s  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  l o c a l e  was one

w h ich  c o u l d  n o t  be  o v e r l o o k e d  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  The T e m p e s t .

M. W. MacCullum a l s o  com bined  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w i t h  t h e

i n f l u e n c e  o f  Bermuda:

He (^Shakespeare]  n o m i n a l l y  l e a v e s  h i s  s c e n e  some­
w h e re  i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  o r  a t  l e a s t  o f f  A f r i c a .
He e v e n  f i n d s  i t  a d v i s a b l e  t o  t e l l  u s  t h a t  h i s  i s ­
l a n d  i s  n o t  Bermuda and  makes A r i e l  s a y  t h a t  he was 
o nce  s e n t  on a  d i s t a n t  e r r a n d  t o  f e t c h  dew 

"From t h e  s t i l l - v e x ' d  B erm oo thes"
B u t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  B e r ­
muda h a s  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  l a n d s c a p e ,  t h e  c h a r t ,  t h e  
s i g h t s ,  t h e  s o u n d s ,  t h e  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  a i l m e n t s ,  o f  
t h e  s e a - g i r t  p l o t  o f  m a r v e l s .  Now S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  
b o r r o w i n g  t r a i t s  f ro m  a r e c e n t  voyage  o f  d i s c o v e r y

W i l l i a m  W a tk in s  L lo y d ,  E s s a y s  on t h e  L i f e  and 
P l a y s  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e  (London:  C. W hit ingham ,  I 8 5 6 ) ,  no 
page n u m b e r s .
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a nd  c o l o n i s a t i o n  h ad  one i m p o r t a n t  r e s u l t .  I t  
a d d e d  a d i s t i n c t i v e l y  c o n te m p o r a r y  e l e m e n t  t o  t h e  
m ed ley  o f  l e g e n d  and  romance t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  s o u r ­
c e s  s u p p l i e d .  I t  b r o u g h t  t h e  theme w i t h i n  t h e  s p h e r e  
o f  c u r r e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  and  e n t e r p r i s e s  and  p r o b l e m s .
I t  i n v i t e d  t h e  d r a m a t i s t  t o  t o u c h  on m a t t e r s  t h a t  
a r o s e  w i t h  t h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  e x p l o r e  and  s e t t l e  t h e  
new w o r l d  beyond t h e  A t l a n t i c . ° 1

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  t h a t  one f a c t  be

e m p h a s i z e d :  t h e r e  were  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  Bermudas i n

e x i s t e n c e  b e f o r e  1609 .  T h e o b a ld  was c o m p l e t e l y  i n  e r r o r

when he  w r o t e  i n  he p r e f a c e  t o  h i s  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f

S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  works  i n  1740:

I n  h i s  T em pes t ,  o u r  a u t h o r  makes m e n t io n  o f  t h e  B e r ­
muda i s l a n d s ,  w h ic h  were  Unknown t o  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  t i l l ,  
i n  1609 ,  S i r  Jo h n  Summers made a  voyage  t o  N o r t h -  
A m e r ic a ,  and  d i s c o v e r e d  them ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  i n v i t e d g p  
some o f  h i s  cou n t ry m en  t o  s e t t l e  a  p l a n t a t i o n  t h e r e .

The f o l l o w i n g  was w r i t t e n  b y  S i r  F u lk  G r e v i l l e ,  L ord

B rooke  and  i s  p a r t  o f  " C e r t a i n  l e a r n e d  and  e l e g a n t  w o rk s

o f  t h e  R i g h t  H o n o u ra b le  F u lk  L ord  B ro o k e ,  w r i t t e n  i n  h i s

y o u t h ,  and  f a m i l i a r  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  S i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y "

( f o l i o ,  1633)* S in c e  S i r  P h i l i p  d i e d  i n  15 ^6 ,  t h e  poem

was s u r e l y  w r i t t e n  b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e .

Whoever s a i l s  n e a r  t o  Bermuda c o a s t  
Goes h a r d  a b o a r d  t h e  monarchy  o f  F e a r ,
Where a l l  d e s i r e ,  b u t  l i f e ' s  d e s i r e ,  a r e  l o s t ,
F o r  w e a l t h  and  fame p u t  o f f  t h e i r  g l o r i e s  t h e r e .
Y e t  t h i s  i s l e ,  p o i s o n - l i k e ,  by  m i s c h i e f  known,
Weans n o t  d e s i r e  f ro m  h e r  s w e e t  n u r s e ,  t h e  s e a ,
B u t ,  u n s e e n ,  shews u s  where  o u r  h o p e s  be sown,

^ M u n g o  W i l l i a m  MacCullum, "The Making o f  'The  
T e m p e s t ' , "  S o u t h e r l y  ( S e p te m b e r ,  1 9 4 4 ) ,  Vol V, n o .  2, 
p p .  3 1 - 4 o .

^ T h e o b a l d ,  " P r e f a c e , "  i n  M a l o n e ' s  P l a y s  and  
Poems, 1 : 2 3 .
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W ith  w o e f u l  s i g n s  d e c l a r i n g  j o y f u l  way .

F o r  who w i l l  s e e k  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  w e s t e r n  s u n ,
O f t  by B e rm u d a 's  m i s e r i e s  m ust  r u n . 8 3

I n  1595 an  a c c o u n t  was p r i n t e d  o f  a  s h i p w r e c k

s u f f e r e d  by Henry  May i n  t h e  Bermuda s e a s ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g

b e e n  on t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  f i v e  m on ths  b u i l d i n g  t h e  s h i p  i n

w h ic h  he r e t u r n e d  home May w r o t e :

The 17 o f  December n e x t  i n s u i n g  i t  was h i s  f o r t u n e  
t o  have  h i s  s h i p  c a s t  away upon  t h e  N o r th w e s t  p a r t  
o f  t h e  i s l e  o f  Bermuda a f t e r  m i d n i g h t .  . . t h e  p l a c e  
i s  s u b j e c t  t o  f o u l e  w e a t h e r ,  a s  t h u n d e r i n g ,  l i g h t ­
n i n g  and  r a i n e .8 4

S i r  R o b e r t  D u d le y ,  t h e  a d v e n t u r o u s  son  o f  t h e

E a r l  o f  L e i c e s t e r ,  on h i s  r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d  i n  May 1595 ,

d i r e c t e d  h i s  c o u r s e  t o w a r d s  t h e  B erm udas ,  h o p i n g  t o  f i n d

t h e r e  t h e  Havana f l e e t .  He w r o t e :

I  c a u s e d  t h e  M a s t e r  ( h e a r i n g  by  a  P i l o t e ,  t h a t  t h e  
S p a n i s h  f l e e t e  ment  now t o  p u t  o u t  o f  Havana)  t o  
b e a r e  f o r  t h e  M e r i d i a n  o f  t h e  y l e  o f  Bermuda, 
h o p in g  t o  f i n d  t h e  f l e e t e  d i s p e r s e d .  The f l e e t e  I  
fou n d  n o t ,  b u t  f o u l e  w e a t h e r  enough  t o  s c a t t e r  many 
f l e e t e s . « 5

I n  h i s  D i s c o v e r y  o f  G u ia n a  ( 1 5 9 6 ) ,  R a le g h  w r o t e :

The r e s t  o f  t h e  I n d i e s  f o r  c a l m e s ,  a n d  d i s e a s e s  v e r y  
t r o u b l e s o m e ,  a n d  t h e  B e r m u d a s .a  h e l l i s h  s e a  f o r  t h u n ­
d e r ,  l i g h t n i n g ,  an d  s t o r m e s . 8t)

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  Bermuda w a t e r s  were  

w e l l - k n o w n .  The i s l a n d s  were  " s t i l l - v e x t , "  t h a t  i s ,  c o n ­

s t a n t l y , a lw a y s  vex ed  by s t o r m s  and  t e m p e s t s ,  f ro m  t h e

^ F u l k e  G r e v i l l e ,  L ord  B ro o k e ,  C a e l i c a  (London: 
K. P a u l ,  T r e n c h ,  T r t ib n e r  and  C o . ,  l £ 9 o ) ,  p .  1 03 .

^ H a k l u y t ,  7 : 1 6 2 - 3 .  H a k l u y t ,  7 : 1 7 0 .  

^ R a l e g h ,  p .  9 6 .
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a c c o u n t s  o f  them t h a t  t h e  v o y a g e r s  b r o u g h t  home, w h ic h  w ere  

s o  u n v a r y i n g  i n  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t ,  a s  H u n t e r  s a y s ,  t h e  B e r ­

mudas became a commonplace i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  t i m e  w h en ev e r  

s t o r m s  and t e m p e s t s  w e re  t h e  t h e m e s .  S h a k e s p e a r e  d i d  n o t  

h a v e  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  p a m p h l e t s  o f  1610 and  1611 t o  l e a r n  

a b o u t  t h e  Bermuda s e a  d a n g e r s .

The I s l a n d  o f  Bermuda h ad  f i r s t  b e e n  shown on t h e  

P e t e r  M a r t y r  map o f  1 5 1 1 ,  and  t h e n  on t h e  M i c h a e l  Lok 

map o f  15&2. The Lok map was f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  a f t e r  

D r a k e ’ s c i r c u m n a v i a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h  and  must  h a v e  r e ­

c e i v e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a t t e n t i o n  i n  E n g la n d .

When A r i e l  s a y s :

Thou c a l l ’d s t  me u p  a t  m i d n i g h t ,  t o  f e t c h  dew 
From t h e  s t i l l - v e x ’ d B e rm o o th es °7

we have i n d i s p u t a b l e  p r o o f  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  knew o f  t h e

Bermudas a n d  o f  t h e  s t o r m y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  s e a s  w h ich

s u r r o u n d e d  t h e s e  i s l a n d s .  T h a t  i s  a l l  t h e  w o rds  t e l l

u s .  N o th in g  m ore .  And t h i s  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  he  c o u l d

h a v e  l e a r n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  d i s a s t e r  o f  1 6 09 .

H e n ry  C ab o t  Lodge q u o t e s  S w i f t  a s  s a y i n g ;

What t h e y  do i n  h e a v e n  we a r e  i g n o r a n t  o f ;  w ha t  t h e y  
do n o t  do we a r e  t o l d  e x p r e s s l y , ^ t h a t  t h e y  n e i t h e r  
m arry  n o r  a r e  g i v e n  i n  m a r r i a g e .

T hu s ,  we a r e  n o t  s u r e  w h e re  P r o s p e r o ' s  i s l a n d  w a s ,  b u t  we

c a n  be s u r e  i t  was  n o t  one  o f  t h e  Bermudas f o r  A r i e l  s a y s ,

" From t h e  s t i l l - v e x ’d B e r m o o t h e s . ” A r i e l  d i d  n o t  b r i n g

87tmp 1 . 2 . 229 S^Hale, p .  3 .
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dew f ro m  Bermuda t o  Bermuda; he must  h a v e  b r o u g h t  i t  t o  

some o t h e r  i s l a n d .  The p o i n t s  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  

S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  s t o r m  and t h o s e  i n  t h e  a c c o u n t s  g i v e n  by  

t h e  v o y a g e r s  who w e re  q u o t e d  by t h e  c o m m e n ta to r s  men­

t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  were  su c h  a s  m ig h t  be  g i v e n  i n  a n y  d e s ­

c r i p t i o n  o f  any  s h i p w r e c k  o r  a n y  s t o r m  a t  s e a .  I t  was 

t h e  r e p e a t e d  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  s e a  v o y a g e s  

t h a t  made a  l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n  on S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s i m a g i n a ­

t i o n ,  n o t  a ny  one p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l ,  

s a y s  J o h n  D. Rea,

. . .  i f  anyone  would  have  c o n n e c t e d  t h i s  w re c k  
i n  t h e  Bermudas w i t h  The Tem pes t  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  
f o r  A r i e l ’ s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  ' s t i l l - v e x ’ d B e r -  
m o o t h e s ’ ; b u t  t h i s  o f  c o u r s e ,  f a r  f ro m  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  Bermudas a r e  t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  
p l a y ,  m e r e ly  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  c o n t r a r y ;  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
t h e  s p e e c h  i s  t h a t  t h e  Bermudas a r e  a t  a c o n s i d ­
e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  n e a r  a t  h a n d . ° 9

T h e re  a r e  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  

c o u l d  have  drawn f r o m  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  

t h e  V i r g i n i a  p a m p h l e t s v e r e  w r i t t e n .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  

name " S e t e b o s "  i s  bo r ro w ed  f rom  R i c h a r d  E d e n ’ s  H i s t o h v  

o f  T r a v a y l e  ( 1 5 7 7 ) ,  i n  w h ich  t h e  P a t a g o n i a n s ,  a s  o b ­

s e r v e d  d u r i n g  M a g e l l a n ’ s v oy a g e ,  " r o a r e d  ly k e  b u l l e s  and

c r y e d  uppon t h e y r  g r e a t  d e v i l l  S e t e b o s ,  t o  h e l p e  t h e m . " 9 °  

Kermode b e l i e v e s  S h a k e s p e a r e  a l s o  knew E d e n ’ s

v e r s i o n  o f  P e t e r  M a r t y r  and had  r e a d  i n  t h a t  work  o f  t h e  

go
Jo h n  Dougan Rea,  "A S o u r c e  f o r  t h e  S to rm  i n  

The T e m p e s t , "  Modern P h i l o l o g y ,  V o l .  17 (C h ic a g o ;  S e n t .
r 9 ' i '9 ) ,  P .  279 .

9°The F i r s t  T h ree  E n g l i s h  B o o k s , p .  2 5 2 .



i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  West  I n d i e s  w i t h  A t l a n t i s ;  t h e  b e ­

l i e f  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  t h a t  t h e  v o y a g e r s  had  d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  

h e a v e n ;  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  " t h e  g o l d e n  w o r l d e "  

w i t h  l a n d  " a s  common a s  sunne a n d  w a t e r , "  a nd  the  n a t i v e s  

knowing no d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  "Mine" and " T h i n e " ;  a n d  t h e  

" h o r r i b l e  r o r i n g e s  o f  t h e  w i l d  b e a s t e s  i n  t h e  w o o d e s . "

He c o u l d  a l s o  have f o u n d  t h e r e  r e p o r t s  o f  p u g n a c i o u s  and  

t e r r i b l e  b a t s ,  compared  t o  " r a v e n o u s  H a r p i e s " ;  t h e  S p a n ­

i s h  cus tom  o f  h u n t i n g  n a t i v e s  w i t h  d o g s ;  a C a r th a g e  i n  

t h e  New World t o  r e m i n d  him o f  o l d e r  c o l o n i a l  a d v e n t u r e r s ;  

and  an  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  manner i n  w h ic h  n a t i v e s  "were  won­

d e r f u l l y  a t o n e d  t o  t h e  sw ee t  h a rm ony"  o f  m u s i c . ^

He h a d  a l s o  r e a d  o f  " c e r t a y n e  w i l d  men . . . w i t h ­
o u t  any  c e r t a i n e  l a n g u a g e , "  a n d  o f  a  number  o f  I n ­
d i a n s  who, a f t e r  b e i n g  e d u c a t e d  a s  C h r i s t i a n s ,  b e ­
came t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  e n e m ie s  o f  " t h e  M o n a s t e r y  where  
t h e y  h ad  been  b r o u g h t  up w i t h  f a t h e r l y  c h a r i t y , "  and  
o f  t e r r i t o r y  a b o u n d in g  i n  " w i l d  B o a r e s ,  t h o r n y  Hedg-  
h o g g e s ,  and  P o r k e p e n n e s " ; o f  a t t a c k s  b y  a p e s ,  a n d  o f  
" a  M o n s te r  o f  t h e  Sea  l i k e  a  Man."  I t  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  
t h a t  he knew t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  R a l e g h ’ s  v o y a g e s ,  and

h i n t s  o f  a  c a n n i b a l  t h e o l o g y  h e  may owe some­
t h i n g  t o  H a r i o t ’ s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a  
7-"Some r e l i g i o n  t h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y ,  w h ic h  a l t h o u g h  
i t  be f a r  f rom  t h e  t r u t h ,  y e t  b e i n g  a s  i t  i s ,  t h e r e  
i s  hope  i t  may be  t h e  s o o n e r  a n d  e a s i e r  r e f o r m e d . " " 2

G o n z a lo ’ s r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  d e w lap p e d  m o u n t a i n e e r s  

was s t r a i g h t  o u t  o f  a  w i d e l y  r e a d  a d v e n t u r e  book  o f  t h e  

p e r i o d :  The T r a v e l s  o f  S i r  J o h n  M a n d e v i l l e  ( 3 : 3 ) .  And t h e

91,
De novo o r b e . 5r , 9V, 1$I’> 24v , 44v , 55^ 96r

120r , 34r ,

92Pe novo o r b e . 140^ 25SV, 299v , 202V, 300r ;
H a k l u y t ,  6 :1 8 7 ;  q u o t e d  by  Kermode, p .  x x x i i i .
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men w i t h  h e a d s  i n  t h e i r  b r e a s t s  was e i t h e r  f ro m  R a le g h  o r  

P t o l e m y ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e .

R a c h e l  M. K e l s e y  w r o t e  a  t r e a t i s e  on h e r  b e l i e f  

t h a t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  masque e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  p l a y  w ere  i n ­

f l u e n c e d  by  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  Weymouth e x p e d i t i o n  f i t t e d  

o u t  by  t h e  E a r l  o f  S o u th a m p to n  and  Lord A r u n d e l ,  p u b l i s h e d  

i n  1605 .  She q u o t e s  A r i e l ’ s  s o n g ,  a c t  1 , s c e n e  2 ,  which  

i n  t h e  1623  F o l i o  r e a d s :

Come u n t o  t h e s e  y e l l o w  s a n d s ,  
and  t h e n  t a k e  h a n d s ;

C u r t s i e d  when you  have  a n d  k i s t  
t h e  w i l d e  waves  w h i s t ;

F o o te  i t  f e a t l y  h e e r e ,  a n d  t h e r e ,  a n d  s w e e te
s p r i g h t s  b e a r e  t h e  b u r t h e n .  BURTHEN DISPERSEDLY 

H a r k e ,  n a r k e ,  bowgh wawgh; t h e  w a t c h - d o g g e s  
b a r k e ,  bowgh-wawgh.

A r .  H a rk ,  h a r k ,  I  h e a r e ,  t h e  s t r a i n e  o f
s t r u t t i n g  c h a n t i c l e r e  c r y  c o c k a d i d l e - d o w e .

The 1605 p a m p h le t  d e s c r i b e d  an  I n d i a n  dance  on t h e  s h o r e :

G r i f f i n  w h ic h  l a y  on S h o a r e ,  r e p o r t e d  u n t o  me t h e i r  
m anner ,  and  ( a s  I  may t e a r m e  them) t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  o f  
t h e i r  I d o l a t r y ,  w h ich  t h e y  p e r f o r m  t h u s .  One among 
them  ( t h e  e l d e s t  o f  t h e  company a s  he j u d g e d )  r i s e t h  
r i g h t  u p ,  t h e  r e s t  s i t t i n g  s t i l l ,  and  so  s o d a i n e l y  
c r y e d , Bowh, w a u g h ; t h e n  t h e  women f a l l  downe, and 
l y e  upon  t h e  g r o u n d ,  and  t h e  men a l t o g e t h e r  a n s w e r ­
i n g  t h e  same f a l l  a s t a m p i n g  ro u n d  a b o u t  w i t h  b o th  
f e e t  a s  h a r d  a s  t h e y  c a n ,  making  t h e  g ro u n d  s h a k e ,  
w i t h  s u n d r y  l o u d  o u t c r i e s  and  change  o f  v o i c e  and 
s o u n d . 93

K e l s e y  g i v e s  q u o t a t i o n s  f ro m  P u r c h a s  w h ich  b e a r  a r e ­

s e m b la n c e  t o  t h e  masque i n  a c t  3» s c e n e  3 ,  w h ich  i s  d i f ­

f e r e n t  i n  n a t u r e  f ro m  t h e  two o t h e r  more c o n v e n t i o n a l  

m asques  i n  a c t  4 . 9^

93Purchas, 13:344. 94Kelsey, p. 103 .
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I  have  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  b o r ­

ro w in g  f ro m  F l o r i o ’ s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  M o n ta ig n e  t h e  i d e a l -
95l z e d  Golden  Age i n  a c t  2 ,  s c e n e  1 .  A c c o r d in g  t o  N e i l s o n ,  

L o rd  Sou th am pto n  was t h e  p a t r o n  o f  b o t h  F l o r i o  and  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e ,  a  f a c t  w h ich  m ig h t  hav e  f a c i l i t a t e d  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  

a c c e s s  t o  F l o r i o ' s  w o r k . 96 j n many r e s p e c t s ,  s a y s  N e i l s o n ,  

S h a k e s p e a r e  " i s  R a p h a e l  H y th lo d a y  t u r n e d  d r a m a t i s t  . ” 9-7 

H y t h l o d a y  t e l l s  u s  a b o u t  t h e  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  V e s p u c c i ' s  

c re w ,  a f t e r  t h e i r  c a p t a i n  d e p a r t e d .  . They b e g a n  t o  w in  

t h e  l o v e  and  f a v o r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  and  w i t h i n  a s h o r t  t im e  

d w e l t  among them w i t h o u t  harm, f o r  t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  t h a t  

c o u n t r y  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  p e ac e  and  good o r d e r .  R a p h a e l  

t e l l s  u s  a b o u t  t h e  " w ise  and  p r u d e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  he  

o b s e r v e d .  . . s t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  w e l l  a n d  w i s e l y  g o v e r n e d . " 9 $  

More t e l l s  u s  wha t  c i v i l i z e d  p e o p le  c an  do t o  d e p r a v e  t h e  

s a v a g e s  and  i n  The Tempest  P r o s p e r o  u s u r p s  C a l i b a n ’ s  po­

s i t i o n  a s  s o l e  owner o f  t h e  i s l a n d  and  C a l i b a n  i s  c a s t  

i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  a  common d r u d g e .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  s u c h  was 

t h e  f a t e  o f  a l l  n a t i v e  p e o p le  whose l a n d s  w ere  v i s i t e d  

by  t h e  e d u c a t e d  a d v e n t u r e r s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  t r e a s u r e .  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e  knew f rom  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  h i s  d a y  w ha t  

t h e  S p a n i s h  h ad  done t o  t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  S o u th  A m e r ic a .

T here  a r e  s t i l l  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  S h a k e s p e a r e  m ig h t  

h a v e  drawn o n .  The f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  o c c u r s  i n  a  t r a n s ­

l a t i o n  o f  The T r a v e l s  o f  Marco P o l o , p u b l i s h e d  i n  1579 ;  

w h e re  i t  i s  s a i d  o f  t h e  D e s e r t  o f  Lob:

^ C h a p t e r  I ,  t h i s  w o rk .  ^ N e i l s o n , p .  60..  
^ N e d L s o n ,  p .  179* ^ M o r e ,  p t



You s h a l l  h e a r  i n  t h e  a i r  t h e  so u n d  o f  t a b o r s  a n d  
o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t o  p u t  t r a v e l l e r s  i n  f e a r ,  a nd  
t o  make them  l o s e  t h e i r  way, and  t o  d e p a r t  t h e i r
company a n d  l o s e  t h e m s e l v e s :  and  by t h a t  means
many do d i e ,  b e i n g  d e c e i v e d  so  b y  e v i l  s p i r i t s  t h a t  
make t h o s e  s o u n d s ,  a n d  a l s o  do c a l l  d i v e r s  o f  t h e  
t r a v e l l e r s  by  t h e i r  n a m e s . 99

So t o o  A r i e l ,  i n v i s i b l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a g e  d i r e c t i o n ,  

p l a y s  a  t u n e  on t a b o r  and  p i p e ;  and  C a l i b a n  t o  c o m f o r t  

h i s  a l l i e s  t e l l s  them  t h a t  t h e  i s l e  i s  f u l l  o f  n o i s e s ,  

so u n d s  and  s w e e t  a i r s ,  so m e t im e s  a  t h o u s a n d  t w a n g l i n g  

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  so m e t im es  v o i c e s  t h a t  make h im s l e e p  and  

dream a g a i n .  And when A r i e l  maddens t h e  t h r e e  c h i e f  

c r i m i n a l s  and  " d e p a r t s  t h e i r  com pany ,"  A lonzo  seems t o  

h e a r  t h e  wind and  waves  s p e a k i n g ,  and  t h e  t h u n d e r  p r o ­

n o u n c in g  t h e  name o f  P r o s p e r o .  A r i e l  i s  a  Hebrew name,

v a r i o u s l y  u s e d  i n  m a g i c a l  w r i t i n g s  f o r  one o f  t h e  s p i r i t s  

who c o n t r o l  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p l a n e t s . ^00

T here  a r e  e c h o e s  i n  C a l i b a n  o f  P i g a f e t t a ’ s 

a c c o u n t  o f  M a g e l l a n ’ s  v o y a g e .  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  o u t  

o f  Eden:

One day  by c h a u n c e  t h e y  e s p y e d  a man o f  t h e  s t a t u r e  
o f  a  g i a n t ,  who came t o  t h e  h a v e n  d a u n s i n g  and  s i n g -  
yng ,  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  seemed t o  c a s t  d u s t  o v e r  h i s  
h e a d . . , .  . . When he  sawe t h e  c a p t a y n e  w i t h  c e r t a y n e  
o f  h i s  company a b o u t  h im ,  he  was g r e a t l y  am ased ,  and  
made s i g n e s ,  h o l d i n g  up  h i s  hand e  t o  h e a v e n ,  s i g n i ­
f y i n g  t h e r e b y ,  t h a t  o u r  men came f ro m  t h e n c e .  . . . 
The h e a r e  o f  h i s  h e a d  was c o l o u r e d  w h y te ,  and  h i s

9%acCullum, p. 34. ^Chambers, A Study, p.494*
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Pig*  6 3 . "L ead ,  m o n s t e r ;  w e ’l l  f o l l o w .  I  would  I  c o u l d  s e e

t h i s  t a b o r e r :  he l a y s  i t  on"

_ _ The T e m p e s t .  A c t  I I I ,  s c .  i i .
Prom The_Tempest  w i t h  I l l u s t r a t i o n s I n  C o lo u r  bv  P a u l  Wppdroffe.
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a p p a r e l l  was t h e  skynne  o f  a  b e a s t  sewed t o g e a t h e r .
T h i s  b e a s t  ( a s  seemed u n t o  u s )  had  a  l a r g e  h e a d ,  and 
g r e a t  e a r s  l y k e  u n to  a  m u le ,  w i t h  t h e  body  o f  a  cam- 
e l l  a n d  t a y l e  o f  a  h o r s e .  The f e e t  o f  t h e  g i a n t  were  
f o u l d e d  i n  t h e  sa y d e  s k y n n e ,  a f t e r  t h e  manner  o f  
s h o o e s .  . . . T h i s  g i a n t  was v e r y  t r a c t a b l e  and  
p l e a s a u n t .  He soo n g  a n d  d a u n s e d ,  and  i n  h i s  d a u n s i n g  
l e f t e  t h e  p r i n t  o f  h i s  f e e t  on t h e  g r o u n d . — The c a p -  
t a y n e  r e t a y n e d  two o f  t h e s e ,  w h ich  w ere  y o u n g e s t  and  
b e s t  made. He t o o k e  them  by d e c e i t e ,  i n  t h i s  maner 
. . . t h e n  c a u s e d  two p a y r e  o f  s h a c k e l s  o f  i r o n  t o  
be  p u t  on t h e i r  l e g g e s .  . . . When t h e y  f e l t  t h e  
S h a c k e l s  f a s t  a b o u t  t h e y r  l e g g e s ,  t h e y  b e g an  t o  d o u b t ;  
b u t  t h e  c a p t a y n e  dyd p u t  them  i n  c o m f o r t ,  and  made 
them  s t a n d e  s t i l l .  I n  f i n e ,  when t h e y  sawe how t h e y  
w ere  d e c e i v e d ,  t h e y  r o a r d  l y k e  b u l l e s ,  and  c r y e d  uppon 
t h e i r  g r e a t  d e v i l l ,  S e t e b o s ,  t o  h e l p  th e m .  . . . They 
s a y ,  t h a t  when a n y  o f  them  d y e ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r e  x  o r  x i i  
d e v i l s ,  l e a p i n g  and  d a u n s i n g  a b o u t  t h e  b o d i e  o f  t h e  
d e a d .  . . . One o f  t h e s e  g i a n t e s  w h ich  t h e y  t o o k e ,  d e ­
c l a r e d  by  s i g n e s  t h a t  he  h ad  s e e n e  d e v y l l e s  w i t h  two 
h o m e s  abo ve  t h e i r ' h e a d e s ,  w i t h  lo n g  h e a r e  t o  t h e y r  
f e e t e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  c a s t e  f o o r t h  f y r e  a t  t h e y r  
t h r o a t e s ,  b o t h  b e f o r e  a n d  b e h i n d . 101

The f o l l o w i n g  f o o t n o t e  a p p e a r s  i n  M a lo n e ’ s  e d i t i o n :

The d r e s s  worn by  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  [ C a l i b a r Q , "which 
d o u b t l e s s  was o r i g i n a l l y  p r e s c r i b e d  by  t h e  p o e t  h im­
s e l f ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  c o n t i n u e d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  s i n c e  h i s  
t i m e ,  i s  a  l a r g e  b e a r s k i n ,  o r  a  s k i n  o f  some o t h e r  
a n i m a l ;  a n d  he i s  u s u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  l o n g  
s h a g g y  h a i r ,  a s  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n .  I n  t h e  
p l a y  we f i n d  S t e p h a n o  s p e a k i n g  o f  C a l i b a n ’ s  two 
m o u th s  an d  a f o r w a r d  an d  b ackw ard  v o i c e ,  w h ich  may 
h a v e  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  by  t h e  w ords  a b o v e - q u o t e d .  I n  
t h e  same s c e n e  C a l i b a n  a s k s ,  ’’H a s t  t h o u  d r o p p ’ d f rom  
h e a v e n ? "  a n d  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  t w i c e  m e n t io n s  h i s  dam’ s 
go d ,  S e t e b o s .  The s i n g i n g  and  d a u n c i n g  o f  t h e  s a v ag e  
A c t  I I ,  Scene  i i ,  seem t o  be d e r i v e d  f ro m  t h e  same 
s o u r c e .102

Of c o u r s e  C a l i b a n  i s  n o t  a  p r e c i s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  A m er ican  n a t i v e .  He i s  a n  i m a g i n a r y  

c o m p o s i t e  p o r t r a i t ,  p a r t  o f  w h ic h  was t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  

t y p e  w h ic h  t h e  c h r o n i c l e r s  w r o t e  a b o u t .  T r a i t s  o f  t h e

^ ° ^ F i r s t  T h ree  E n g l i s h  B o o k s , p .  251 .  

■^^M alone , W o rk s , 1 5 :1 3 •
v



f r i e n d l y  I n d i a n  o f  V i r g i n i a  and  t h e  C a r ib b e a n  seem t o  m in ­

g l e  f r e e l y  i n  C a l ib a n  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  i r r e d e e m a b l e  s a v ­

a g e s  o f  P a t a g o n i a .  C a l ib a n  i s  n o t  t h e  A r c a d ia n  i n n o c e n t  

M o n ta ig n e  w r o te  a b o u t ;  he i s  a  c r e a t u r e  who r e p r e s e n t s  

man s tu m b l in g  from  s a v a g e r y  t o  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  P r o s p e r o ’ s 

e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  E u ro p e a n s  i n  t h e i r  

f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  A m erican  I n d i a n .  C a l i b a n ’ s 

m e e t in g  w i t h  T r i n c u l o  i s  somewhat l i k e  t h e  way t h e  I n ­

d i a n s  g r e e t e d  t h e  S p a n i s h ,  t h e  F r e n c h ,  and  t h e  E n g l i s h  

e x p l o r e r s .  They came l i k e  gods t o  t h e  A m erican  n a t i v e — 

P i z a r r o  i n  P e r u ,  C o r t e z  i n  M exico , C a r t i e r  i n  C anada , 

an d  S i r  F r a n c i s  D rake on t h e  w e s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

I n  a c c o r d  w i t h  h i s t o r y ,  P r o s p e r o  w in s  C a l i b a n ’ s lo v e  by  

t e a c h i n g  him  t h e  t r u e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  su n ,  t h e  moon, and  

t h e  s t a r s .  He t e a c h e s  him  h i s  own l a n g u a g e .  S h a k e s p e a re  

may have  r e a d  i n  M a r ty r :

T h is  g i a n t e  . . . rem ayned  lo n g e  w i t h  owre men 
who named him  I o h a n .  . . .  He c o u ld  w e l  s p e a k e  
and  p l a y n e l y  p ro n o u n ce  t h e s e  w o rd s :  I e s u s : Ave 
M a r i a , Io h an n e s . .  eu en  a s  we doo , b u t  w i t h  a 
b i g g e r  v o i c e

L ik e  a l l  t h e  e x p l o r e r s ,  P ro s p e r o  p i t i e d  C a l i b a n ’ s l i m i t e d  

so u n d s  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  and  t a u g h t  him  t o  s p e a k .  He s a y s

I  p i t i e d  t h e e ,
Took p a i n s  t o  make t h e e  s p e a k ,  t a u g h t  t h e e  e a c h  h o u r  
One t h i n g  o r  b t h e r :  when th o u  d i d s t  n o t ,  s a v a g e ,
Know t h i n e  own m ean in g , b u t  w o u ld s t  g a b b le  l i k e  
A t h i n g  m ost b r u t i s h .  I  endowed t h y  p u r p o s e s  
W ith  w ords  t h a t  made them  known . . .1 0 4

l O l p i r s t  T h re e  E n g l i s h  B o o k s , p .  2 5 1 . 
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When S te p h a n o  g e t s  C a l ib a n  d r u n k ,  we a r e  r e m in ­

ded  o f  a n o t h e r  p r a c t i c e  among t h e  c o l o n i z e r s ,  t h a t  o f  

g i v i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  " f i r e - w a t e r "  i n  e x ch a n g e  f o r  s k i n s  and 

c o r n .  T h is  p r a c t i c e  o f t e n  a n g e r e d  t h e  t r i b a l  c h i e f s  and 

was a  s o u r c e  o f  f r i c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  I n d i a n s  a n d  t h e  

E u r o p e a n s .

J u s t  a s  t h e  V i r g i n i a  I n d i a n s  d i d  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  

s e t t l e r s ,  so  d o e s  C a l ib a n  do c h o r e s  f o r  P r o s p e r o .  He 

c u t s  wood, draw s w a t e r ,  sc rapes t r e n c h e r s ,  f i s h e s ,  and  

c l e a n s ,  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  becom es i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  P r o s p e r o .  

When he ch an g e s  m a s t e r s  he s a y s  t o  S te p h a n o ,  " I ' l l  f i s h  

f o r  t h e e , "  and t o  P ro s p e r o  he s a y s ,  "No more dams I ' l l  

make f o r  f i s h . " l ° 5 T h i s  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e m in d e r  o f  how d e ­

p e n d e n t  t h e  c o l o n i z e r s  w ere  on t h e  I n d i a n s  f o r  f o o d .

I n  t h e  w ide  r i v e r s  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  h a d  an  i n ­

t r i c a t e  method b y  w h ich  t h e y  c a u g h t  f i s h .  T hey c o n ­

s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  w a t e r  a s e r i e s  o f  dams and  w e i r s ,  a  v e ry  

i n g e n i o u s  sy s te m  i n  w h ich  t h e  f i s h  w e re  t r a p p e d .  I t  was 

on t h e  f i s h  w h ich  t h e  I n d i a n s  c a u g h t  f o r  them  t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s  e x i s t e d .  The r e p o r t s  o f  R a l e g h ' s  

e a r l y  a g e n t s  i n  V i r g i n i a  e x p r e s s e d  am azem ent a t  t h e  mech­

a n i c a l  s k i l l  w i t h  w h ich  t h e  n a t i v e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e i r  f i s h  

dams w hereb y  t h e y  c a u g h t  an  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  s u p p l y  o f  f r e s h  

f i s h .  When G overno r L ane , i n  15^6 , d e t e c t e d  s i g n s  o f  

h o s t i l i t y  among t h e  n a t i v e s  n e a r  h i s  camp, h i s  f i r s t  c o n -

1052.2. ISO
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c e r n  was f o r  t h e  f i s h  d a m s .106 C a l i b a n ' s  t h r e a t  t o  

"make no more dams f o r  f i s h "  e x p o s e s  P r o s p e r o  t o  a  v e r y  

r e a l  an d  p o s s i b l e  d a n g e r .

The a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y

d a y s  o f  V i r g i n i a  an d  t h e  w i th d r a w a l  o f  h e l p  i n  o b t a i n i n g

fo o d  was a c h i e f  c a u s e  i n  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f

R a l e g h 's  c o lo n y .

But au tum n and  w i n t e r  b r o u g h t  a n x i e t i e s  and  h a r d ­
s h i p s ;  an d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  fo o d  r a n  s h o r t  and  b i t t e r ­
n e s s  b e tw e e n  t h e  E n g l i s h  and  t h e  I n d i a n s  s p r a n g  u p .  
S u s p i c i o n  and  t r e a c h e r y  g rew , an d  p l o t  was met w i th  
c o u n t e r p l o t ,  an d  t r e a c h e r y  w i t h  t r e a c h e r y .  . . . 
C e r t a i n l y ,  many i l l u s i o n s  had  b e e n  s h a t t e r e d  on 
b o t h  s i d e s .  The s e t t l e r s  had  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  a s  tem ­
p o r a r y  G o d - l ik e  c r e a t u r e s  i n  1 5 ^ 5 ;  by  1586 t h e y  had  
become men who t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  I n ­
d i a n  s o c i e t y  and  a r o u s e d  s a v a g e  c u p i d i t y  by  t h e i r  
w e a l t h .  '

From t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e ,  we c an  be 

f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  d i d  n o t  draw  on any  one 

s i n g l e  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  The T e m p e s t . Some o f  

t h e  names i n  t h e  p l a y  may h av e  come f ro m  E d e n 's  H i s t o r y  

w h ere  we f i n d  A lo n s o ,  F e r d in a n d ,  S e b a s t i a n ,  G o n z a le s ,  

A n th o n io ,  and  S e t e b o s .  The name A d r ia n  may have  b e e n  

b o rro w e d  fro m  A d r ia n  G i l b e r t ,  b r o t h e r  o f  S i r  Humphrey 

G i l b e r t .  M ira n d a  may have  come from  "m ira n d o u s"  m ean ing  

" w o n d ro u s ."

On t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  C a l i b a n ,  t h e r e  have  b e en  many

lO ^ S id n e y  L e e ,  "The C a l l  o f  t h e  W est: A m erica  
a n d  E l i z a b e t h a n  E n g la n d ,"  S c r i b n e r ' s  M agazine  ( S e p t .  
1 9 0 7 ) ,  V o l .  X LII n o .  3 ,  PP. 3 1 3 -3 3 0 .

■^^D avid  B e e r s  Q uinn , R a le ig h  and  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Em pire  (New Y ork : M a c m il la n ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p . 96'.
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t h e o r i e s  p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  o r i g i n  o f  h i s  name. The S o d -  

e r i n i  l e t t e r  s a y s  V e sp u c c i  met a n o t h e r  t r i b e  c a l l e d  

" C a n i b a l l i ."1 0 8  u ^ o ja ia ,  More d i d  n o t  a s k  H y th ­

lo d a y  a b o u t  " S c y l l a s ,  r a v e n o u s  h a r p i e s ,  and  c a n i b a l s "  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  " a r e  e a s y  t o  f i n d  a n y w h e re . ”109 i n a d d i t i o n ,  

M o n t a ig n e 's  E s sa y  XXX i s  t i t l e d  "Of t h e  C a n i b a l l e s . "  I f  

t h e  ' n '  and  t h e  ' 1 ' i n  t h e  w ord ' c a n n i b a l ' ,  w h ich  i s  u se d  

i n  a l l  t h e s e  s o u r c e s ,  a r e  t r a n s p o s e d ,  we h ave  a  f a m i l i a r  

name— C a l i b a n .  R o g e rs  s a y s :

C h r i s t o b a l ,  Mogor, A r g i e r s ,  and  many o t h e r  names 
f a m i l i a r  t o  t r a v e l l e r s ,  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h e  i n t e r c h a n g e  
o f  ' 1 ' a n d * ' r ' ,  so  t h a t  t h e r e  was am ple p r e c e d e n t
f o r  t h e  m e t a t h e s i s

What t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  1610 and  t h e  f o l lo w in g  

y e a r s  d i d  was t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  had  a l ­

r e a d y  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e ,  t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  t h e  f o r e ,  and t o  

make i t  more f a m i l i a r  an d  more m e a n in g f u l .  One p a s s a g e  

f ro m  S t r a c h e y ' s  l e t t e r  t h a t  i s  o f t e n  q u o te d  b y  th e  com­

m e n t a t o r s  i s  i m p r e s s i v e ,  b u t  i t  h a s  no new i n f o r m a t i o n .

I t  r e a d s :

D u r in g  a l l  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  h e a v e n s  l o o k 'd  so  b la c k e  
upon u s ,  t h a t  i t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  
t h e  P o le  m ig h t  be o b s e r v e d ,  n o r  a  S t a r r e  by  n i g h t ,  
n o t  Sunne beam by d a y  was t o  be s e e n e .  Only upon 
t h e  T h u rsd a y  n i g h t  S i r  G eorge Somers b e in g  upon th e  
w a tc h  had  an  a p p a r i t i o n  o f  a l i t t l e  ro u n d  l i g h t ,  
l i k e  a  f a i n t  s t a r r e ,  t r e m b l i n g  and  s t r e a m in g  a lo n g  
w i t h  a  s p a r k l i n g  b l a z e ,  h a l f  t h e  h e i g h t  upon t h e  
M aine M a s t ,  an d  s h o o t i n g  som etim es from  Shroud  t o  
S h ro u d ,  t e m p t in g  t o  s e t t l e  a s  i t  w ere  upon any o f  
t h e  f o u r e  S h ro u d s :  and  f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h o u r s  t o -

•^ 8  V e s p u c c i ,  p .  2 $ . ^ ° % o r e ,  p .  4 .
110R o g e r s ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  E n g la n d , 1 :1 7 6 .
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g e t h e r ,  o r  r a t h e r  m ore , h a l f e  t h e  n i g h t  i t  k e p t  
w i t h  u s ;  r u n n i n g ,  so m e tim es  a lo n g  t h e  M a in -y a rd  t o  
t h e  v e ry  e n d ,  an d  t h e n  r e t u r n i n g .  At w h ic h ,  S i r  
G eorge  Som ers c a l l e d  d i v e r s  a b o u t  h im , and  showed 
th em  th e  sam e, who o b s e r v e d  i t  w i th  much w onder, 
a n d  c a r e f u l n e s s e ; b u t  upon a s o d a i n e ,  to w a rd s  t h e  
m o rn in g  w a tc h ,  t h e y  l o s t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  i t ,  and  knew 
n o t  w hat way i t  m ade. The s u p e r s t i t i o u s  Seamen 
make many c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  S e a - f i r e ,  w h ich  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  i s  u s u a l l  i n  s to r m e s :  t h e  same ( i t  may 
b e )  w hich  t h e  G r a e s c i a n s  w ere  w ont i n  t h e  M e d i t e r ­
r a n e a n  t o  c a l l  C a s t o r  and  P o l l u x ,  o f  w h ic h ,  i f  one 
o n l y  a p p e a re d  w i t h o u t  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e y  to o k  i t  f o r  
a n  e v i l l  s i g n e  o f  g r e a t  t e m p e s t  . . . But i t  d i d  
n o t  l i g h t  u s  a n y  w h i t  t h e  more t o  o u r  knowne way, 
who r a n  n o w - (a s  do hoodw inked  men) a t  a l l  a d v e n t u r e ,  
so m e tim es  N o r th ,  and  N o r t h - e a s t ,  t h e n  N o rth  and  by  
W e s t . 111

S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  A r i e l  seem s t o  owe so m e th in g  t o  

t h e  s a i l o r s ’ l e g e n d  o f  t h e  d a n c in g  l i g h t ,  b u t  t h e  l e g e n d  

was known b e f o r e ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  G re e k s ,  a s  S t r a c h e y  h i m s e l f  

s a y s .  However, S t r a c h e y ’ s  p a s s a g e  rem in d ed  t h e  r e a d e r  o f  

t h e  l e g e n d .

ARIEL
A l l  h a i l ,  g r e a t  m a s te r !  g r a v e  s i r ,  h a i l !  I  come 
To an sw er  t h y  b e s t  p l e a s u r e ;  b e ’ t  t o  f l y ,
To swim, t o  d iv e  i n t o  t h e  f i r e ,  t o  r i d e
On t h e  c u r l ’d c l o u d s ,  t o  t h y  s t r o n g  b i d d in g  t a s k
A r i e l  and  a l l  h i s  q u a l i t y .

PROSPERO
H a s t  t h o u ,  s p i r i t ,

P e fo rm ’d t o  p o i n t  t h e  t e m p e s t  t h a t  I  bade  th e e ?
ARIEL

To e v e ry  a r t i c l e .
I  b o a rd e d  t h e  k i n g ’ s  s h i p ;  now on t h e  b e a k ,
Now i n  t h e  w a i s t ,  t h e  d e c k ,  i n  e v e r y  a a b i n ,
I  f la m e d  am azem ent: so m e tim es  I ’ I d  d i v i d e ,
And b u rn  i n  many p l a c e s ;  on t h e  to p m a s t .
The y a rd s  an d  b o w s p r i t ,  w ould  I  f la m e  d i s t i n c t l y .  
Then meet and  j o i n .  J o v e ’ s  l i g h t n i n g s ,  t h e  p r e ­

c u r s o r s
0 ’ t h e  d r e a d f u l  t h u n d e r - c l a p s ,  more m omentary 
And s i g h t - o u t r u n n i n g  w ere  n o t  . . .

PROSPERO
My b r a v e  s p i r i t !

Ill Strachey, pp. 12-13.
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Who was so  f i r m ,  so  c o n s t a n t  t h a t  t h i s  c o i l  
Would n o t  i n f e c t  h i s  r e a s o n ?

ARIEL
Not a s o u l  

B u t f e l t  a  f e v e r  o f  t h e  mad an d  p l a y ’d 
Some t r i c k s  o f  d e s p e r a t i o n .  A l l  b u t  m a r i n e r s  
P lu n g e d  i n  t h e  fo a m in g  b r i n e  and  q u i t  t h e  v e s s e l .  
Then a l l  a f i r e  w i t h  me: t h e  k i n g ’ s  s o n ,  F e r d i n a n d ,  
W ith  h a i r  u p - s t a r t i n g , — t h e n  l i k e  r e e d s ,  n o t  h a i r , — 
Was t h e  f i r s t  man t h a t  l e a p ’d :  c r i e d ,  ’’H e l l  i s  em pty , 
And a l l  t h e  d e v i l s  a r e  h e r e . 112

The s a i l o r s ’ ’’a p p a r i t i o n , "  and  " e v i l l  s i g n e  o f  g r e a t

t e m p e s t , ” t h a t  S t r a c h e y  w ro te  a b o u t  w ere  t h e  same v i s i o n

a s  t h e  d ia p h a n o u s  A r i e l  f ro m  A r g i e r ,  a  v i s i o n  known t o

a l l  seam en .

Though many w r i t e r s  have  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t ­

a n c e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  p a m p h le ts  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  The T e m p e s t , 

e s p e c i a l l y  S t r a c h e y ’ s  l e t t e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who con ced e  

t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  v o y a g e r s  in g e n e r a l  

was a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r .

I n  M a lo n e 's  S u p p le m e n t , H e n le y  i s  q u o te d  a s

s a y i n g :

W h a te v e r  m ig h t  h ave  s u g g e s t e d  t o  S h a k s p e a r e  t h e  
f a b l e  o f  t h i s  d ram a , i t  i s  o b v io u s  t o  re m a rk  t h a t  
he  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r s  i n  i t  t o  t h e  l a t e  d i s c o v e r i e s  
made i n  A m e r ic a ,  a n d  t h e  a d v e n t u r e s  t h i t h e r ,  w h ich  
so  many e n g ag e d  i n  f ro m  t h e  h o p e s  o f  i n o r d i n a t e  
g a i n .  The a b s u r d  s t o r i e s  b r o u g h t  f ro m  t h e n c e  by  
t h o s e  who h a d  b e e n  t h e r e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  
i t s  n a t i v e s ,  an d  p r e t e r n a t u r a l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  gave  
am ple  sc o p e  t o  t h e  p o e t  f o r  d i s p l a y i n g  a  s y s te m  
o f  m ag ick  an d  d aem ono logy , h a p p i l y  a d a p te d  t o  th e  
p o p u l a r  b e l i e f  o f  h i s  t i m e ;  a n d  a l s o  f o r  r i d i c u l ­
i n g  t h a t  b o u n d l e s s  c r e d u l i t y  and  a v a r i c e ,  w h ich  
t h e n  so  g e n e r a l l y  p r e v a i l e d . 1 ^

1121 .  2 .  1 88 -2 1 5  
113 Edmond M alone , e d .  S u p p le m e n t  t o  t h e  e d i t i o n  

o f  S h a k s p e a r e ’ s  P l a y s  P u b l i s h e d  i n  1778 oy Sam uel Jo n n s o n  
a n d  G eorge  S te e v e n s  ( London: C. B a t h u r s t .  1 7 8 0 ) .  1 : 8 5 .
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To s u p p o r t  my t h e o r y  o f  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  

v o y a g e s  i n  g e n e r a l  on S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  c r e a t i o n s ,  I  g iv e

a n o t h e r  s a m p l in g :

1897 , W i l l i a m  W in te r :

I n  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h a t  f o l lo w e d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  
t h e  A m erican  c o n t i n e n t ,  t h e  m inds  o f  E u ro p e a n s  
w ere  f r e q u e n t l y  e x c i t e d  b y  th e  announcem en t o f  
new w o n d e r s .  The m a r v e l lo u s  e x p l o i t  o f  Colum­
b u s  h a d  aw akened a  b o ld  s p i r i t  o f  a d v e n t u r e ,  
a n d  t h e  names o f  Vasco da  Gama, F e r d in a n d  M agel­
l a n ,  S e b a s t i a n  C a b o t ,  F r a n c i s  D ra k e ,  W a l te r  
R a le g h ,  an d  o t h e r  n a v i g a t o r s ,  r e m a in  a s  memor­
i a l s  o f  a n  age  o f  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  p ro d u c e d  a 
g r e a t  change  i n  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  e x p an d ­
ed  t h e  sc o p e  o f  human know ledge  and  t h o u g h t  by 
t h e  c o n s t a n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  new o b j e c t s ,  and  
l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  m a r v e l s  w h ich  have  
e m a n a te d  fro m  m odern  s c i e n c e .  The age  o f  d i s ­
c o v e r y  i s  i n d i r e c t l y  i n d i c a t e d  by  "The T e m p e s t . ”114

1 9 4 4 , M acCullum:

T h e re  i s  t h u s  a b u n d a n t  p r o o f  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  
w as g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  and  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  
w i t h  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t r a v e l  and  
n a v i g a t i o n .

195$ , Kermode:

‘The New W orld  s t i m u l a t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  g r e a t  
a n d  p e r e n n i a l  p ro b le m  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  N a t u r e ;
. . . t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a y  t o  t h e  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  o f  v o y a g in g  re m a in  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r ­
e s t  a n d  u s e f u l n e s s . 116

1959 , Nuzum:
I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  p l a y  p r e s e n t s  no o n ly  l i f e  on a  
d e s e r t  i s l a n d ,  b u t  a l s o  a t t r a c t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  
c o l o n i z a t i o n . 1 1 ?

■ ^ S t f i l l i a m  W in t e r ,  P r e f a c e ,  The Tem pest (London: 
P r i v a t e l y  p r i n t e d  f o r  Mr. D a ly ,  1 8 9 7 ) ,  p .  3 .

115 11
M acCullum , p .  3 5 .  J"LDK erm ode, p .  x x v .

117 D av id  G. Nuzum, "The London Company and  The 
T e m p e s t . " W e s te rn  V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  B u l l e t i n  P h i l o l o ­
g i c a l  P a p e r s  (November 1 9 5 9 ) .  V o l.  12 . p .  12 .
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1961, Wright:

W ith  a l l  t h e  t a l k  an d  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  New 
W orld , . . .  i t  w ould  h av e  b e en  s t r a n g e  i f  
some o f  t h i s  had  n o t  fo u n d  a r e f l e c t i o n  i n  
The T e m p e s t .

1967 , Jam es :

We a r e  n o t  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  P r o s p e r o ’ s i s l a n d  
came f i r s t  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  mind when news o f  
t h e  Bermuda s h ip w re c k  o f  1609 came t o  E n g la n d ;  
t h e  New W orld  was i n  men’ s m inds i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s 
l i f e t i m e  a s  j o u r n e y i n g  t o  t h e  moon i s  i n  o u r s ;  
an d  t h e  j o u r n e y s  t o  A m erica  w ere  more e x c i t i n g  
(a n d ,  i t  seem s, more d a n g e ro u s )  t h a n  o u r s  t o  a  
f r u i t l e s s  m oon..H9

A f t e r  a l l  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  i n f l u e n c e s ,  m ost

o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  f i n a l l y  g iv e  S h a k e s p e a re

c r e d i t  f o r  h i s  own i m a g i n a t io n  and  g e n iu s  i n  c r e a t i n g

The T e m p e s t . F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  M alone , th o u g h  he s t r e s s e d

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  w h ich  t h e  e a r l y  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  Bermudas

h a s  on S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a y  and  l i s t e d

t h e  many a g re e m e n ts  he d e t e c t e d  b e tw ee n  t h e  Bermudas and

P r o s p e r o ’ s  i s l a n d ,  d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  p l a c e  t h e  e v e n t s  o f

t h e  p l a y  bn t h e  i s l a n d .  He w r o te :

. . . .  o u r  p o e t  h i m s e l f  a l s o ,  i n  some m e a su re ,  co n ­
t r i b u t e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  m ost s e d u lo u s  i n q u i r e r  a s t r a y ,  
by  v e r y  p r o p e r l y  m aking  t h e  scene  o f  h i s  p i e c e  an 
i s l a n d  a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  from  Bermuda, i n  
o r d e r  t o  g iv e  t h e  m a g ic a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  drama a c e r ­
t a i n  m y s t e r i o u s  d i g n i t y  w h ich  Bermuda i t s e l f ,  t h e n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  t o p i c k  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  c o u ld  n o t  have  
h a d .  . . .  he  w e l l  knew t h a t  . . .  an  unknown i s l a n d  
w ould  g iv e  a l a r g e r  sco p e  t o  h i s  i m a g i n a t io n ,  and 
make a g r e a t e r  i m p r e s s io n  on t h e a t r i c a l  s p e c t a t o r s ,  
t h a n  one o f  w h ich  t h e  more e n l i g h t e n e d  p a r t  o f  h i s  
a u d ie n c e  had  r e c e n t l y  r e a d  a m in u te  and  c i r c u m s t a n ­
t i a l  a c c o u n t . — U n q u e s t io n a b ly ,  h o w ev er ,  t h e  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e  o f  B erm uda’ s  h a v in g  b e en  c o n s i d e r e d  an

B. W rig h t ,  F o l g e r  E d i t i o n ,  p .  x i .
• ^ 9 j ameSj p .  7 6 .
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e n c h a n te d  i s l a n d  gave r i s e  t o  t h e  m agick  o f  The T e m p e s t , 
a n d  was im m e d ia te ly  i n  h i s  t h o u g h t s  d u r i n g  i t s  co m p o s i­
t i o n . 1 ^0

T here  a r e  s e v e r a l  a u t h o r s  w i t h  whom I  a g r e e ,

su c h  a s  H orne , when he w r i t e s :

The t r u e  s o u r c e  o f  The Tem pest i s  S h a k e s p e a re * s  
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  com ing t o  te rm s  w i t h  l i f e .  The sym­
b o l s  w h ich  p e rm e a te  i t  l i e  so  d e ep  and so  n e a r  t o  
t h e  h e a r t  o f  h u m a n ity  t h a t  even  i f  a  c l o s e l y  p a r a l ­
l e l  p l a y  o r  n a r r a t i v e  w ere  t o  be u n e a r t h e d — and  t h i s  
h y p t h e s i s  i s  d u b io u s  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e r - - i t  c o u ld  o n ly  
i n  a  v e r y  l i m i t e d  s e n s e  be c a l l e d  a  s o u r c e .  The 
b i l l o w i n g  th em es  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e * s  t r a g e d i e s ,  t h e  
n u a n c e s  o f  t h e  c o m e d ie s ,  t h e  m o ra l  p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  
t h r e a d s  i t s  way th r o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r i e s — a l l  a r e  
h e r e . 121

Then t h e r e  i s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  by  Jam es R u s s e l l  L o w e l l  t h a t

. . . i n  The Tem pest t h e  s c e n e  i s  l a i d  n o w h e re ,  o r  
c e r t a i n l y  i n  no c o u n t r y  l a i d  down i n  a n y  map. No­
w h e re ,  th e n ?  At once  nowhere and  a n y w h e r e ,— f o r  i t  
i s  i n  t h e  s o u l  o f  man, t h a t  s t i l l - v e x e d  i s l a n d ,  hung  
b e tw e e n  t h e  u p p e r  and  n e t h e r  w o r ld ,  and  l i a b l e  t o  
i n c u r s i o n s  f rom  b o t h . 122

And K n ig h t* s  c o n c l u s i o n  was

. . . t h a t  t h e  p o e t  had  no l o c a l i t y  w h a te v e r  i n  h i s  
m ind, j u s t  a s  he had  no n o t i o n  o f  any  p a r t i c u l a r  
s to r m .  T em p es ts  and  e n c h a n te d  i s l a n d s  a r e  o f  t h e  
o l d e s t  m a t e r i a l s  o f  p o e t r y .  . . .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  i s ­
l a n d  su n k  i n t o  t h e  s e a ,  and  was no more s e e n ,  £ ffce r  
P ro s p e r o  b ro k e  h i s  s t a f f  and  drow ned h i s  b o o k . 1

P e rh a p s  Lodge had  t h e  f i n a l  an sw e r  a s  t o  w here  P r o s p e r o ’ s

i s l a n d  was:

120M alone, An A c c o u n t , p .  2 - 3 .  121H o rn e , p .  1 0 2 .
1 pp

Jam es R u s s e l l  L o w e l l ,  Among My Books (B o s to n :  
H o ugh ton , M i f f l i n ,  1 S 7 0 ) ,  p .  199 .

12% n ig h t,  p. 3B2 .
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Yet I  am p e r s o n a l l y  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  I  know w e l l  
w here  P r o s p e r o ’ s I s l a n d  w as, w here  i t  i s  in d e e d  
a t  t h i s  moment. I t  l i e s  o f f  t h e  s e a - c o a s t  o f  
Bohemia, n o t  f a r  from  I l l y r i a  w here  V io la  met 
M a lv o l io  and  S i r  Toby B e lch  and  S i r  Andrew Agye- 
c h ee k  and w here  F e s t e  i s  s t i l l  s i n g i n g  i n  'the 
m o o n l i t  g a rd e n :  t h e  A th en s  known t o  O beron  and 
T i t a n i a  i s  w i t h i n  e a s y  r e a c h  and  h a r d  by  i s  th e  
F o r e s t  o f  A rd e n . I t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  
l a n d  w here  we can  e s c a p e  fro m  t h e  c a r e s  t h a t - i n -  
f e s t  t h e  d a y ,  w here  so r ro w s  f o r  an  h o u r  c e a s e  t o  
w e igh  us down, w here we f o r g e t  o u r s e l v e s ,  w here  
we can  s i t  by  M iranda  and  w i t h  h e a r t s  f u l l  o f  
g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  and  m ost b e n e f i c e n t  
o f  g e n iu s e s  can  j o i n  w i th  h e r  i n  c r y i n g  o u t :

"0 b ra v e  new w o r ld  t h a t  h a s  s u c h  p e o p le  i n ’ t . ,f124

I n  r e v ie w in g  t h e  e v id e n c e  s e t  f o r t h  b y  many

a u t h o r s  who have w r i t t e n  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  I  h a v e  r e a c h e d

t h e  f o l l o w in g  c o n c l u s i o n s :

1 .  The G a te s -S o m e rs  s h ip w re c k  o f  1609  w as n o t  t h e  

prim e i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  The T e m p e s t .

And th e  in n u m e ra b le  t im e s  t h a t  w r i t e r s  have 

echoed  M a lo n e 's  s t a t e m e n t  do es  n o t  c h an g e  t h i s  

f a c t .

2 .  D e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e r i l o u s  s e a s  a ro u n d  B e r ­

muda w ere  commonplace b e f o r e  1 6 0 9 .

3 .  T here  w ere  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  s e a  s to rm s  i n  many 

o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  c h r o n i c l e s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  

d i s c o v e r y .

4 .  S h a k e sp e a re  drew  on Eden, H a k lu y t ,  R a le g h ,  a n d  

many o t h e r  c h r o n i c l e r s  f o r  some o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  

i n  th e  p l a y .

12/|'Hale, pp. 29-30.
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5 . The w r i t i n g  o f  V e sp u c c i  an d  More on A m erica  had  

a  s p e c i a l  i n f l u e n c e  on The T e m p e s t .

6 . S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  v o y a g e s  and  d i s ­

c o v e r i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  was t h e  m ost i m p o r t a n t  i n ­

f l u e n c e  on t h e  p l a y .

7 .  The l o c a t i o n  o f  P r o s p e r o ’ s  i s l a n d  w a s ,  i n  t h e  

f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  

a  l o c a t i o n  im a g in ed  t o  h ave  some o f  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a M e d i t e r r a n e a n  i s l a n d  b u t  w i t h  

many f e a t u r e s  b o rro w ed  fro m  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  

v o y a g e s  t o  A m e r ic a .

S h a k e s p e a re  may h av e  r e a d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  C o l­

um bus’ s  f i r s t  voy ag e :

T h is  I s l a n d  he c a l l e d  H i s p a n i o l a : on whose n o r t h e  
s i d e  he a p p ro c h e d  n e r e  t h e  l a n d e ,  t h e  k e e l e  o r  b o t -  
tom e o f  th e  b i g g e s t e  v e s s e l l  r a n n e  vpon  a b ly n d  
ro c k e  c o u e re d  w i th  w a t e r ,  and  c lo u e  i n  s u n d e r .  But 
t h e  p l a y n e n e s s e  o f  t h e  r o c k e  was a  h e l p e  t o  them
t h a t  t h e y  w ere n o t  d ro w n ed . ^

The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  C a l ib a n  a s  h a l f - f i s h ,  h a l f - h u m a n ,  he

m ig h t have  p ic k e d  up from  F l e t c h e r :

T here  i s  l i k e w i s e  i n  t h e  r i v e r  T a c h n in  a  c e r t a i n e  
f i s h ,  w i t h  h e a d ,  e y e s ,  n o s e ,  m outh , h a n d s ,  f e e t e ,  
and  o t h e r  members u t t e r l y  o f  humane s h a p e ,  and  y e t  , 
w i t h o u t  any  voyce  . . . f i s h  o f  humane fou rm e . . .

S te p h a n o  a c c e p t i n g  C a l i b a n ’ s  w o r s h ip  and  s w e a r ­

i n g  him  i n  by  m aking him  k i s s  t h e  b o t t l e ,  i s  a  f a i r  r e ­

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  some o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t e  men who w ere  s h i p ­

ped  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o lo n y .  M iran d a  may h av e  b e en  s u g ­

g e s t e d  by  t h e  s t o r y  o f  V i r g i n i a  D a re ,  g r a n d - d a u g h t e r  o f

12 F̂irst Three English, p. 66. 126Hakluyt, 2:331.
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C a p ta in  Jo h n  W h ite ,  t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d  b o rn  i n  A m erica  o f  

E n g l i s h  p a r e n t s .  She was among t h o s e  ab ando ned  i n  t h e  

c o lo n y  i n  1 5 &7 . I n 1 6 07 , when t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was r e ­

v i v e d ,  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  s e v e n  o f  t h e  Eng­

l i s h  a l i v e  among t h e  I n d i a n s ,  " f o u r  men, two b o y s ,  and  

one m a i d . "127  The r e b e l l i o n  o f  C a l ib a n  an d  S e b a s t i a n

may be a n  ech o  o f  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  t h a t  a lm o s t  o c c u r r e d

on Bermuda among G a t e s ’ s  men.

C a l i b a n ,  w i th  h i s  a f f e c t i o n a g e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e
d r u n k a r d ,  h i s  a d o r a t i o n  o f  v a l o u r ,  h i s  lo v e  o f
n a t u r a l  b e a u t y  and  f e e l i n g  f o r  m usic  and  p o e t r y ,  
h i s  h a t r e d  and  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  f e a r  o f  h i s  t a s k  
m a s t e r ,  an d  t h e  s im p le  c u n n in g  and  s a v a g e r y  o f  
h i s  a t t e m p t s  a t  r e v e n g e  and  e s c a p e — a l l  t h i s  i s  
a  c o m p o s i t i o n  w ro u g h t  f ro m  f r a g m e n ts  o f  t r a v e l ­
l e r s '  t a l e s  . . . 1 '*8

I t  i s  P r o s p e r o , a s  i n " p r o s p e r o - u s  vo yage"  

who d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  new i s l a n d ,  w h ich  I  t a k e  t o  be  i n  

p a r t  a  sym bo l o f  A m e ric a ,  w here  f u t u r e  c o l o n i e s  d id  

l a t e r  p r o s p e r . T h e re  i s  g e n e r a l  a g re e m e n t  t h e n  t h a t  

The T em pest d o e s  h av e  e c h o e s  o f  A m erica  i n  i t .

But i f  I  r e j e c t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  s h ip w r e c k  

o f  1609  t o  be  t h e  p r im e  i n f l u e n c e ,  why a r e  so  many a u t h ­

o r s  a b l e  t o  f i n d  many p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  t h e  p l a y  and  t h e  

p a m p h le t s  p u b l i s h e d  a f t e r  1609? To an sw e r  t h i s  I  must 

to u c h  on a  s u b j e c t  I  h av e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a v o id e d  u n t i l  now

^■^Raleigh, p. 1&2. ., p. IB3 .
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— t h e  d a t e s  o f  c r e a t i o n  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s p l a y s .  The 

o n l y  f a c t s  we c an  be c e r t a i n  o f  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  a r e  t h e  

d a t e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a p p e a ra n c e  i n  p r i n t  o f  e a c h  p l a y  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  e x i s t i n g  e d i t i o n s .  I f  a  p l a y  was p r i n t e d  

p r i o r  t o  an  e d i t i o n  we h a v e ,  we h ave  no p r o o f  o f  t h i s  

f a c t ,  i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  t o d a y .  We c a n n o t  know t h e  

d a t e s  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p l a y s .  I f  we c o u l d , 

t h e r e  w ou ld  n o t  be t h e  v a s t  am ount o f  d i s s e n t i n g  l i t e r ­

a t u r e  t h a t  e x i s t s  t o d a y  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  c h ro n o lo g y  

o f  t h e  p l a y s .

I  h ave  sum m arized  my c o n c l u s i o n s  on t h e  l o c a ­

t i o n  o f  P r o s p e r o ’ s  i s l a n d  and  nov; I  ad d  t h a t  a f t e r  e x ­

t e n s i v e  r e a d i n g  an d  s e a r c h i n g  I  h av e  a l s o  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  

The T em pest was w r i t t e n  much e a r l i e r  t h a n  1611 a s  c la im e d  

b y  M a l o n e - 1-2 ^  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e s e m b la n c e s  o f  p a s s a g e s  i n  t h e  

p l a y  t o  p a s s a g e s  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  p a m p h le t s ,  i f  in d d e d  

t h e r e  a r e  s u c h ,  a r e  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere i n s e r t e d  i n ­

t o  a n  a l t e r e d  and  r e v i s e d  l a t e r  fo rm  o f  t h e  p l a y .

I n  A T rue  D e c l a r a t i o n  we f i n d :

The h e a v e n s  w ere  o b s c u r e d ,  and  made an E g y p t ia n  
n i g h t  o f  t h r e e  d a i e s  p e r p e t u a l l  h o r r o r  . . .. The 
I s l a n d s  on w h ic h  t h e y  f e l l  w ere  t h e  B erm udos, a 
p l a c e  h a r d l y  a c c e s s a b l e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n v i r o n i n g  
r o c k s  an d  d a n g e r s ;  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e y  w ere  f o r c e d  
t o  ru n n e  t h e i r  s h i p  on s h o a r e ,  w h ich  th r o u g h  Gods 
p r o v id e n c e  f e l l  b e t w i x t  two r o c k e s ,  t h a t  c a u se d  
h e r  t o  s t a n d  f i r m e ,  and  n o t  im m e d ia te ly  t o  be b r o ­
k e n  . . . T hese  I s l a n d s  o f  t h e  B erm udos, have  e v e r  
b e e n e  a c c o u n te d  a s  an  i n c h a u n te d  p i l e  o f  r o c k e s ,  
an d  a d e s e r t  i n h a b i t a t i o n  f o r  D i v e l s  . . . What i s  
t h e r e  i n  a l l  t h i s  t r a g i c a l l  Comaedie t h a t  s h o u ld  
d i s c o u r a g e  u s  w i t h  i m p o s s i b i l i t i e  o f  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e ?

•̂2%ialone, Plays, 2:296.
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when o f  a l l  t h e  F l e e t e ,  one o n e ly  s h i p ,  by a  s e c r e t  
l e a k e  was in d a n g e r e d ,  and  y e t  i n  th e  g u l f e  o f  D es­
p a i r  was so  g r a c i o u s l y  p r e s e r v e d  . , . t h a t  w hich  
we accom pt a p u n ish m e n t  a g a i n s t  e v i i l  i s  b u t  a  med­
i c i n e  a g a i n s t  e v i l l . 1™

T h is  is a sam p le  o f  t h e  q u o t a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  g iv e n  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  drew on th e  V i r g i n i a  pam­

p h l e t s  when he was w r i t i n g  The T e m p e s t . I f  t h e s e  l i n e s  

a r e  r e a d  c a r e f u l l y ,  w h a t we l e a r n  i s ,  t h a t  th e  s k i e s  w ere  

d a rk  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e ,  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  was f o r c e d  t o  l a n d  on 

t h e  r o c k y  s h o r e  o f  Bermuda w h ich  h a s  a lw ay s  b e en  known a s  

an  e n c h a n te d  i s l a n d  i n h a b i t e d  by  t h e  d e v i l ,  and  t h a t  one 

s h i p  w i t h  a  l e a k  was s p a r e d .  What i s  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  p a s ­

sa g e  t h a t  i s  u n u s u a l  f o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a s to rm ?  What 

i s  t h e r e  s p e c i f i c  enough  t o  be s e e n  a s  an  u n u s u a l  e le m e n t  

i n  t h e  p la y ?

F u r n e s s  makes t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  S t r a c h e y  l e t t e r  

o f  1 6 1 2 , w h ic h  i s  q u o te d  so  o f t e n  a s  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  

i n f l u e n c e ,  i s  n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  known t o  be i d e n t i c a l  w i th  

t h a t  p r i n t e d  i n  P u rc h a s  and t h a t  he was u n a b le  t o  f i n d  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a m p h le t  .-*-31 we c a n n o t  be s u r e  w h e re  t h e  

q u o t a t i o n s  a c t u a l l y  come f ro m , how c an  we be s u r e  o f  t h e i r  

i n f l u e n c e ?  Cawley a d m i t s  h o n e s t l y  t h a t  he a l l u d e s  t o  p u b ­

l i c a t i o n s  known t o  p o s t - d a t e  The T em p es t.

. . . su c h  a s  The H i s t o r i e  o f  T r a v a i l e  ( p a r t  o f  
i t  f i n i s h e d  i n  1612) and  H am or 's  True D is c o u r s e  
(1 6 1 5 ) ,  w h ic h  p o s t - d a t e  The T e m p e s t ; b u t  i n  t h e s e  
c a s e s  n o t  a s  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  b u t  o n l y - t o  i l l u s ­
t r a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t i m e s . 132

130a True D e c l a r a t i o n , p .  1 0 .  l 31F u r n e s s ,  9 : 3 1 3 .

132Caw ley, PMLA, p .  63 6 .
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What m ust be e m p h a s iz e d ,  and  w h a t  I  have  t r i e d  

t o  p o i n t  t o  i n  my e n t i r e  s t u d y  i s  e x a c t l y  t h i s — t h e  g e n ­

e r a l  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t i m e s .

However,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  p o i n t  t o  be c o n ­

s i d e r e d :  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  s p e c i f i c  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  

t h e  V i r g i n i a  p a m p h l e t s  a nd  t h e  p l a y ,  t h e s e -  c o u l d  h av e  r e ­

s u l t e d  from l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n s  a nd  r e v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a y .

I  am n o t  a lo n e  i n  t h i s  o p i n i o n .  A num ber o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

S h a k e s p e re a n  s c h o l a r s  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  tb,e p l a y  was r e c a s t  

an d  t h a t  i t  was r e c a s t  f o r  t h e  p e r fo rm a n c e  a t  C o u r t  i n  

1 6 1 3 . 133

A q u o t a t i o n  fro m  Ben J o n s o n  h a s  b e e n  made by E lz e  
. . . i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  The T em pest was 
w r i t t e n  n o t  i n  1610 o r  1611 b u t  i n  1 6 0 4 .  I n  V o l-  
pone (A ct i i i ,  2) a c t e d  1605 , an  a l l u s i o n  i s  made 
t o  t h e f t s  by  E n g l i s h  a u t h o r s  f rom  M o n ta ig n e . The 
p r i n c i p a l  p a s s a g e  i n  E l i z a b e t h a n  l i t e r a t u r e  b o r ­
rowed from  t h e  F re n c h  e s s a y i s t  i s  G o n z a l o 's  s p e e c h  
i n  The T em pest (A ct I I ,  I )  d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  i d e a l  
U to p ia n  com m onw ealth . E lz e  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  Jo n s o n  
i s  a l l u d i n g  t o  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  w h ich  S h a k s p e re  had  
fo u n d  i n  F l o r i o ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  M o n ta ig n e ,  1 6 0 3 .
I n  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  p l a y  d a t e s  from  
1604 , he p o i n t s  t o  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  P r o s p e r o ' s  
p ro p h e c y  b e g in n i n g  ' l i k e  t h e  b a s e l e s s  f a b r i c  o f  t h i s  
v i s i o n '  and  some l i n e s  i n  D a r i u s , a t r a g e d y  by  t h e  
E a r l  o f  S t i r l i n g ,  1 6 0 3 .  He a s s e r t s  t h a t  S t i r l i n g ' s  
l i n e s  made a  g r e a t  i m p r e s s io n  upon S h a k e s p e r e  and  
' i n v o l u n t a r i l y  d ro p p e d  f ro m  h i s  pen  w h i l e  s t i l l  
f r e s h  i n  h i s  m e m o r y . '134-

W in te r  w r o t e ,  ” . . .  t h e r e  i s  some r e a s o n  t o  b e ­

l i e v e  t h a t  "The T em p es t” had  a l r e a d y  b e e n  w r i t t e n  when 

t h a t  c a la m i ty  o c c u r r e d ”̂135 r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  1609

133Ja m es ,  p .  117* ^ B o a s ,  p .  529 . 

13W i n t e r ,  p .  3 1 *
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d i s a s t e r .  Q u i l l e r - C o u c h  a l s o  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e

p l a y ’ s  c r e a t i o n  g iv e n  by  M alone .

But n o t h i n g  o f  t h i s  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  e i t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
p l a y ’ s  h a v in g  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  K in g ’ s  P l a y e r s  
on H allow m as, 1 6 1 1 , o r  w i t h  i t s  h a v in g  b e e n  r e c a s t  
an d  ’ r e v i v e d ’ f o r  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  P r i n c e s s  
E l i z a b e t h ’ s  b e t r o t h a l . 13°

W i l s o n  b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  w ere  l o n g  p a s s a g e s  i n s e r t e d  t o  r e ­

p l a c e  " m a t t e r  o r i g i n a l l y  shown i n  a c t i o n . "137

The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  " I r v i n g  S h a k e s p e a r e "  s a y s  o f  

The T e m p e s t , t h e r e  may h av e  b e e n  "an  o l d e r  p l a y ,  a c t e d  

b e f o r e  1 5 9 6 ."  C la rk  t h i n k s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a y  was p r o ­

d u c e d  i n  1584;-L3S a n d t h e  O gburns s u g g e s t  15$3 f o r  t h e

o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n . ^-39

To g iv e  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  d a t e s  

w o u ld  be t o o  l e n g t h y  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  I  h av e  n o t  i n c l u d ­

ed  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  d a t e s  o f  c r e a t i o n  o f  any  o f  t h e  

p l a y s  b e c a u s e  t h a t  w i l l  be  i n c l u d e d  i n  a f u t u r e  s t u d y .

My p o i n t  h e r e  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  who u s e d  q u o t a t i o n s  from  

S t r a c h e y ’ s  l e t t e r  and  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  Bermuda voy­

ag e  and  d i s a s t e r  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  d a t i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  

t h e  p l a y ,  may h ave  b e e n  i n  e r r o r .  I f  t h e y  w ere  i n  e r r o r ,  

t h e n  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  p a m p h le ts  m ust be d i s ­

r e g a r d e d .  I  am t o u c h i n g  on t h e  m a t t e r s  o f  d a t e  and  r e v i s i o n  

o n l y  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n s  

t h a t  may be made. Mine i s  a s  s t a t e d .  The r e a d e r  i s ,

^ ^ Q u i l l e r - C o u c h ,  p .  x l v i i i .
137Qhamb e r s ,  A S t u d y , p . 4 9 2 . ^ ^ C l a r k ,  p .  4 2 4 . 

1390 g b u rn ,  p .  5 3 6 .
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o f  c o u rse , f r e e  to  draw h i s  own.

I  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  many s o u r c e s  t h a t  c o u ld  

h av e  s u g g e s t e d  d e t a i l s  f o r  The T em p es t ; (Jo lu m b u s ,  V e s p u c c i ,  

M ore , M a r ty r ,  P i f a g e t t a ,  E d en , P to le m y ,  and H a k lu y t  among 

o t h e r s .  I n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  p l a y ,  S h a k e s p e a re  p r o b a b ly  d i d  

h av e  t h e  New World i n  mind and p r o b a b ly  drew on t h e  n a r ­

r a t i v e s  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  th e m s e lv e s  as w e l l  a s  th e  r e ­

p o r t s  o f  th e  c h r o n i c l e r s .  I t  was t h e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p e a t e d  

r e p o r t s  o f  th e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  s e a  v o y a g es  t h a t  m ust  have  

made a deep  i m p r e s s io n  on h im . The voyages  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

n o t  any  one p a r t i c u l a r  v o y a g e ,  i n f l u e n c e d  h im , g i v i n g  h im  

t h e  i d e a  o f  an i s l a n d  w h ich  com bined  some o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  

o f  t h e  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  M e d i te r r a n e a n  w i th  some o f  t h e  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  B erm udas, an  i s l a n d  w h ich  was a " b ra v e  

new w o r ld "  and e x i s t e d  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n .



CONCLUSION

A f t e r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p r o b in g  a n d  analyzing , and  

w e ig h in g  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  many w r i t e r s ,  my c o n c l u s i o n  

i s  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a re  m ust h av e  b e e n  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e  c o lo n ­

i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  New L an d , an d  t h a t  he  p r o b a b l y  r e a d  a 

g r e a t  many o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  k e p t  

h i m s e l f  in fo rm e d  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  s t u d i e d  

maps a n d  g l o b e s ,  and  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  r e t u r n i n g  t r a v e l e r s  

w h a t  t h e y  h a d  s e e n .

I n  r e f e r r i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  I  f o r m u la t e d  

when I  f i r s t  em barked on t h i s  s t u d y ,  I  f i n d  t h a t  I  c a n  

now make t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  r e p l y :

1 .  The name "A m erica"  i s  u s e d  o n c e ,  i n  The Comedy 

o f  E r r o r s .

2 .  Though t h e  name "A m erica"  i s  u s e d  o n l y  o n c e ,  

t h e r e  a r e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  A m erica  i n  t e r m s  s u c h  a s  "W est 

I n d i e s , "  "The I n d i e s , "  " I n d e , "  " W e s te rn  I n d e , "  "M ines 

o f  I n d e , "  a n d  "New W o r ld ."  T h e re  a r e  a l s o  num erous r e ­

f e r e n c e s  t o  R u s s i a ,  M oscovy, A f r i c a ,  T a r t a r y ,  B a r b a r y ,  

A l g i e r s ,  C a r th a g e ,  T u n is ,  M orocco , L ib y a ,  t h e  C a n a r i e s ,  and  

E t h i o p i a  , w h ich  w ere  a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  s t o r y .

3 .  I n  t h e  p l a y s  t h e r e  i s  m e n t io n  o f  " t h e  f r o z e n

5 7 3
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n o r t h , "  " s l e d s , "  " P o la n d  w i n t e r , "  " f r o s t y  C a u c a s u s ,"  " S u l ­

t a n  So ly raan , t h e  S o p h y ,"  "E m peror o f  R u s s i a , "  "Tawny T a r ­

t a r , "  " F l i n t y  T a r t a r , "  " S tu b b o r n  T u r k s , "  " T u r n ’d T u r k s , "  

" t h e  C ham 's  b e a r d , "  A f r i c a n  s e r p e n t s , "  " C a n a r i e  w i n e s , " a n d  

" L a p la n d  s o r c e r e r s , "  w h ich  r e f l e c t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  e x ­

p l o r a t i o n s  t o  R u s s i a .

T h e re  i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  "venem ous worms o f  t h e  N i l e , "  

" N i l u s '  s l i m e , "  " s t u f f e d  a l l i g a t o r s , "  " A f r i c a n  e l e p h a n t s , "  

" B a r b a r y  h o r s e s , "  " B a r b a r y  c o c k - p i g e o n , " a l l  r e f l e c t i o n s  

o f  A f r i c a .

And we h e a r  o f  c a n i b a l s ,  p o t a t o e s ,  c r o c o d i l e s ,  u n i ­

c o r n s ,  p e l i c a n s ,  m onkeys, p a r r o t s ,  w h ich  w e re  a l l  men­

t i o n e d  b y  t h e  w r i t e r s  who r e c o r d e d  t h e  v o y a g e s  t o  A m e ric a .

4 .  T h e re  seem t o  b e  i n  many o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  

p l a y s  h i n t s  t h a t  some o f  t h e  v o y a g e r s  s e r v e d  a s  p r o t o ­

t y p e s  f o r  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  1.  &• ,  S i r  F r a n c i s  Drake 

may h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  some o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  C or-  

i o l a n u s ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y  C a m i l lo  i n  The W i n t e r ’ s  T a l e ; S i r  

W a l te r  R a le g h  c o u ld  h a v e  f u r n i s h e d  some p a r t s  o f  Armado 

i n  L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t . R o s e n c r a n t z  an d  G u i l d e n s t e r n  i n  

H a m le t . P a r i s  i n  T r o i l u s  a n d  C r e s s i d a  a n d  C o r i o l a n u s ;  

a n d  S i r  R i c h a r d  G r e n v i l l e  and  t h e  E a r l  o f  E s s e x  may a l s o  

h av e  c o n t r i b u t e d  s o m e th in g  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  C o r i o l a n u s .

T h e re  i s  a l s o  e v id e n c e  t h a t  a  num ber o f  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  may b e  b a s e d  on  some o f  t h e  men who i n v e s t e d  i n  

t h e  v o y a g e s ,  ^  e .  , L o rd  L e i c e s t e r  c an  b e  s e e n  r e f l e c t e d  

i n  t h e  Duke o f  G l o s t e r  (2 H 6 ) , A c h i l l e s  (TRO), C la u d iu s



(HAM), S h a l lo w  (WIV), J u l i u s  C a e s a r  (ANT), and  T h eseu s  

(MND)J t h e  E a r l  o f  S u s s e x  i n  Posthum us (CYM), Jo h n  o f  

G au n t (R 2 ) ,  and  t h e  G h os t  i n  H am le t]  S i r  F r a n c i s  W a ls in g -  

ham i n  A n to n io  (ADO)J S i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y  i n  C la u d io  (ADO), 

B o y e t  (LLL), S l e n d e r  (WIV), S i r  Andrew A guecheek (TN),

Ned P o in s  (H 4 ), A ja x  (TRO), and  L a e r t e s  (HAM)J and 

L o rd  B u r g h le y  i n  L e o n a to  (ADO), P o lo n iu s  (HAM), G onzalo  

a n d  A n to n io  (TMP), C a p u le t  (ROM), P a n d a ru s  (TRO), C a s s iu s  

( J C ) ,  Duke o f  M ilan  ( TGV) ,  Fa l s t a f f  (WIV), S ly  (SHR), S h y -  

l o c k  (MV), a n d  B ottom  (MND).

6 .  T h e re  a r e  num erous i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h ic h  p a s s a g e s  

f ro m  H a k lu y t ,  Eden, M a r t y r ,  F l e t c h e r ,  and  o t h e r  c h r o n i c l e r s  

o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  a r e  r e f l e c t e d .  Many ex am p le s  have  b een  

g i v e n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e x t .

7 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  w o rd s  l i s t e d  i n  2 and  3 ,  

t h e r e  a r e  w o rd s  su c h  a s  a n t i p o d e ,  C a t a i a n ,  A n th ro p o ­

p h a g i ,  s a v a g e  man o f  I n d e ,  a n d  p l a n t a t i o n ,  w h ich  r e f l e c t  

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  t o  Amer­

i c a ,  on S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  l a n g u a g e .

£ .  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  e x p e r t  know ledge  o f  s e a m a n sh ip  h a s

b e e n  commented on by  many a u t h o r s  i n c l u d i n g  A le x a n d e r

F r e d e r i c k  F a l c o n e r ,  L . G. C a r r  L a u g h to n ,  W. B. W h a l l ,

F o s t e r  W atso n , and Anne T r e n e e r .  T hese  an d  o t h e r s  have  
t h e

a t t e s t e d  t o ^ a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  s e a  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  

t h e  p l a y s .  The m anning  and  r u n n i n g  o f  s h i p s  and  t h e  

c e r e m o n ie s  o b s e r v e d  on  th em ; t h e  d u t i e s  o f  seam en and 

o f f i c e r s  and  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and  m an n e rs ;  t h e
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s t r a t e g y  and  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s e a  w a r f a r e ,  b o a r d i n g  and  d i s ­

e m b a rk in g ;  t h e  s t r u c t u r e — r i g g i n g ,  m a s t s ,  s a i l s ,  a n c h o r s ,  

c a b l e s — o f  t h e  m ain  t y p e s  o f  s h i p s — a l l  w ere  f a m i l i a r  t o  

'S h a k e s p e a r e .  And t h e  t i d e s ,  w a v e s ,  c u r r e n t s ,  s t o r m s ,  and  

ca lm s o f  t h e  s e a  i t s e l f  a r e  f e l t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p l a y s .

He d raw s on a l l  t h i s  know ledge  n o t  o n l y  i n  c r e a t i n g  i n ­

c i d e n t s  and  c h a r a c t e r s  b u t  a l s o  i n  n a u t i c a l  im a g e ry  and 

f i g u r e s  o f  s p e e c h .  M o re o v e r ,  s a y s  F l a c o n e r ,  o n ly  a  d e ­

t a i l e d  g l o s s a r y  c o u ld  do j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  and  a c ­

c u ra c y  o f  h i s  u se  o f  s e a  t e r m s . ^

When F a l s t a f f  s a y s ,  " .  . . t h o u  a r t  o u r  a d m i r a l ,  

t h o u  b e a r e s t  t h e  l a n t e r n  i n  t h e  p oop , . . , " 2 he  i s  u s i n g  

a  d e t a i l  o f  s e a  l i f e  t h a t  few  lan d sm e n  w o u ld  be  f a m i l i a r  

w i t h .  S e v e r a l  t im e s  S h a k e s p e a r e  u s e s  " b o a r d i n g ” a s  a 

m e t a p h o r i c a l  r e f e r e n c e ,  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  a c c o s t i n g .  

The m e ta p h o r  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e c a u s e  a n  enemy d o e s  n o t  have  

f u l l  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a s h i p  u n t i l  h e  c a n  g e t  b e lo w  t h e  d e c k ,  

o r  u n d e r  t h e  h a t c h e s .  An o p e n in g  i n  t h e  d e c k  i s  a  h a t c h ­

way, and  t h e  c o v e r i n g s  a r e  h a t c h e s .  To " c l a p  on t h e  

h a tc h e s "  i s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  i n  s t o r i e s  o f  

s to rm s  o r  b o a r d i n g .

A n o th e r  exam ple  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  know ledge  o f  

s h i p s  i s  when P i s t o l  c r i e s ,  " C la p  on  more s a i l s ;  p u r s u e ;  

up w i t h  y o u r  f i g h t s ; "3 The " f i g h t s "  w ere  s c r e e n s  o f  c l o t h ,

1•^Alexander F r e d e r i c k  F a l c o n e r ,  S h a k e s p e a r e  and  t h e  
Sea (New Y ork: F .  U ngar P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  P» x i i i .

21H4 3 .  3 .  29 3WIV 2 . 2 . 136
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u s u a l l y  c o l o r e d ,  l a c e d  on ab o v e  t h e  b u lw a rk s  w here

t h e y  w ere  low , i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  men on d e c k  m igh t be

h id d e n  f ro m  t h e  e n e m y 's  f i r e .

I n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t  s c e n e  i n  The Tem pest

L a u g h to n  s a i d  t h a t ,  on t h e  w h o le ,  t h i s  s c e n e  i s  w e l l

t h o u g h t  o u t ,  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  s i n g l e  v e r b a l  s l i p  o f  " a - h o l d , "

w h ic h  he  s a i d  was m e a n in g l e s s ,  t h e  s c e n e  was t e c h n i c a l l y

p e r f e c t .  B ut L au g h to n  m ust s t a n d  c o r r e c t e d .  W h all

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  "L ay  h e r  a - h o l d "  i s  an  o b s o l e t e  t e r m

f o r  k e e p in g  a s h i p  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w in d .  "Lay" i s  a  s e a  word

r e f e r r i n g  t o  d i r e c t i o n  a s  i n  "Does sh e  l a y  h e r  c o u r s e ? "

A m odern s h i p  c an  s a i l  s i x  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  com pass 
f ro m  t h e  w in d ;  t h a t  i s ,  i f  t h e  w ind be  s o u t h  and  
i t  i s  w is h e d  t o  go s o u t h - w e s t ,  t h e  n e a r e s t  t h e  
s h i p  c an  s t e e r  t o  t h a t  p o i n t  i s  w e s t - so u th -w e s t  
(w h ich  i s  s i x  p o i n t s  f ro m  s o u t h ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  w in d )

When a  s h i p  i s  s a i l i n g  " a - h o l d " ,  t h e n ,  sh e  i s ,  i n  m odern 

s e a  l a n g u a g e ,  "on  a  b o w - l in e "  o r  " c l o s e - h a u l e d . "5 T h e r e ­

f o r e ,  t h e  s e a  s c e n e  i n  The T em pest i s  a p p a r e n t l y  " t e c h ­

n i c a l l y  p e r f e c t "  w i t h  no e x c e p t i o n s .  W h a ll  d e v o te s  an  

e n t i r e  b.ook t o  e x p l a i n i n g  123 s e a  e x p r e s s i o n  u se d  i n  

S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  p l a y s  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  a c c u r a c y .

F a l c o n e r  a d d s  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n :

T h e re  a r e  two e x am p le s  o f  how t h e  m a r i n e r ' s  com pass 
i s  r e a d ;  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  r e a d i n g  o f  a n  i n t e r m e d i ­
a t e  p o i n t  i n  H a m le t : " I  am b u t  mad n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t "

*W. B. W h a l l ,  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  Sea Terms E x p la in e d  
(L ondon: S im p k in ,  M a r s h a l l ,  H a m il to n ,  Kent an d  C o . ,  1 9 1 0 ) ,  
p .  3 0 .

% h a l l ,  p . 3 0 .
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( 2 . 2 . 3 9 6 ) ,  an d  a n o t h e r  i n  L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t  
w h ich  i s  more c o m p l ic a te d  a n d  shows A rm ado’ s l i k i n g  
f o r  ex tre m e  p r e c i s i o n :  " I t  s t a n d e t h  n o r t h - n o r t h e a s t  
an d  by e a s t "  ( 1 . 1 . 2 4 8 ) .  I t  w as t h e  s e a m a n ’ s  h a b i t  
t o  i n s e r t  ’a n d ’ i n  t h i s  way when r e a d i n g  o f f  h a l f  
a n d  q u a r t e r  p o i n t s ,  p e rh a p s  b e c a u s e  t h e  w o rd s  c o u ld  
b e  su n g  o u t  .m ore  e a s i l y  a n d  t h e r e  w as  l e s s  r i s k  o f  
m i s h e a r i n g . 6

A lso  t o  be n o te d  i s  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  kn ow led ge  o f  s e a  g e o ­

g r a p h y .  S a l a r i n o  s a y s :

. . . A n to n io  h a t h  a s h i p  o f  r i c h  l a d i n g  w r a c k t  on 
t h e  n a rro w  s e a s ;  t h e  G oodw ins, I  t h i n k  t h e y  c a l l  
t h e  p l a c e ;  a  v e r y  d a n g e ro u s  f l a t  a n d  f a t a l ,  w here  „  
t h e  c a r c a s s e s  o f  many a  t a l l  s h i p  l i e  b u r i e d  . . . '

a n d  a  M e ssen g e r  i n  K ing Jo h n  r e p o r t s :

. . . t h e  g r e a t  s u p p l y ,
T h a t  was e x p e c te d  by  t h e  D auph in  h e r e ,
Are w r a c k t  t h r e e  n i g h t s  ago  on  Goodwin S a n d s .

W h a l l  w r i t e s :

S h a k e s p e a re  h a d  a  good know ledge  o f  n a u t i c a l  g e o ­
g r a p h y .  "The G oodw ins ,"  a s  t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  te rm e d  
by  seam en , a r e  t h e  s a n d s  l y i n g  o f f  D e a l ,  r e a c h i n g  
n e a r l y  from  t h e  N o rth  t o  t h e  S o u th  F o r e l a n d s .  I n ­
s i d e  o f  t h e s e  s a n d s  i s  t h e  w e l l -k n o w n  a n c h o r a g e ,
"The Downs," r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  K ing H e n ry  V i ,  A ct I I ,  
s c e n e  i i y

W h i l s t  o u r  p in n a c e  a n c h o r s  i n  t h e  Downs.

One more ex am p le !  R o s a l in d  s a y s : o f  h e r  l o v e :

. . .  i t  c a n n o t  be  so u n d e d ;  my a f f e c t i o n  h a t h  a n  u n ­
known b o t to m  l i k e  t h e  Bay o f  P o r t u g a l .

W h a l l  w o n d e rs  how S h a k e sp e a re  w as aw are  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  Bay o f  P o r t u g a l  c o u ld  n o t  be  so u n d e d  w i t h  t h e  a p p a r a ­

t u s  t h e n  i n  u s e .

^ F a lc o n e r ,  p .  9 0 . 7MV 3 .  1 .  2 - 6  8 5 . 3 -  9 -1 1

% h a l l ,  p .  59 . 10AYL 4 . 1 .  2 0 1 -1

n W h a ll ,  p .  60 .
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T h ere  i s  g e n e r a l  a g re e m e n t  among t h e  w r i t e r s  

t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  w as f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  new f a c t s  and  

d e t a i l e d  know ledge  o f  t h e  w o r ld  and  o f  t h e  s e a  t h a t  

w e re  r e v e a l e d  by  t h e  n a v i g a t o r s  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  d a y .

9 .  T h a t  t h e  o c e a n  on w h ic h  t h e  v o y a g e s  w ere  made 

c o n s t i t u t e d  a  m a jo r  e le m e n t  i n  t h e  p l a y s  h a s  b e e n  d i s ­

c u s s e d  i n  C h a p te r  I I I ,  w h e re  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  u s e  o f  

d i s t a n c e ,  d a n g e r ,  d i s p e r s i o n ,  and  d e l i v e r a n c e  w ere  i l ­

l u s t r a t e d .

Of a l l  t h e  p l a y s ,  none  h a s  more f r e q u e n t  u s e  o f

s e a s ,  r i v e r s ,  a n d  s h i p s  t h a n  A ntony  an d  C l e o p a t r a .

w h e re  much o f  t h e  a c t i o n  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  s h i p s  and

we h e a r  o f  " r i g g i n g , "  a  " g r e a t  n a v y , "  " a  h a r b o u r , "  " a

r u d d e r , "  " s h i p s ’ f l a g s , "  a n d  " g a l l e y s , "  t o  m e n t io n  j u s t

a  few  s e a  r e f e r e n c e s .  A n to n y ’ s  f a i l u r e  i s  a  s e a - f a i l u r e

a n d  t h e  image o f  a  m an’ s  l i f e - v o y a g e  com pared  t o  a  s e a -

vo y ag e  comes u p  f r e q u e n t l y  a s  when C a e s a r  s a y s :

I t  h a t h  b e e n  t a u g h t  u s  f ro m  t h e  p r i m a l  s t a t e ,
T h a t  he w h ic h  i s  was w i s h t  u n t i l  he  w e re ;
And t h e  e b b e d  man, n e ’ e r  lo v e d  t i l l  n e ’e r  w o r th  l o v e ,  
Comes d e a r ’ d b y  b e in g  l a c k t .  T h is  common b o d y ,
L ik e  t o  a  v ag ab o n d  f l a g  upon a  s t r e a m ,
Goes t o  a n d  b a c k ,  l a c k e y i n g  t h e  v a r y i n g  t i d e ,
To r o t  i t s e l f  w i t h  m o t i o n . 12

1 0 . The a b o v e  q u o t a t i o n  i s  one o f  h u n d re d s  o f  S h a k e ­

s p e a r e ’ s  s e a  im a g e s ,  w h ic h  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d .  One 

p a s s a g e  t h a t  I  q u o te d  was Queen M a r g a r e t ’ s  s p e e c h  i n  K ing 

H en ry  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t  I I I , i n  w h ich  t h e r e  a r e  t h i r t y - t w o

121 . 4 .  41-7
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s e a - t e r m s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r t y - t w o  l i n e s .  T h i s  i s  a  v e r y  

n a u t i c a l  sp e e c h  t o  p u t  i n t o  a  q u e e n ’ s  m o u th . The t e c h ­

n i c a l  an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e a - t e r m s  w h ic h  came i n t o  t h e  Eng­

l i s h  la n g u a g e  a n d  w i t h  w h ich  S h a k e s p e a r e  was f a m i l i a r  

and  u s e d  a c c u r a t e l y  su c h  a s ,  " B r in g  h e r  t o  t h e  m ain  

c o u r s e " - ^  and  " S e t  h e r  two c o u r s e s — o f f  t o  s e a  a g a i n :  

l a y  h e r  o f f ! " 1^  a r e  one t h i n g .  B u t Queen M a r g a r e t ’ s  

s p e e c h  an d  t h e  num erous s e a  s i m i l e s  i n  t h e  p l a y s  a r e  

q u i t e  a n o t h e r  t h i n g .  When t h e  T h i r d  G e n tle m a n  i n  

H en ry  t h e  E ig h th  s a y s :

B e l i e v e  me, s i r ,  sh e  i s  t h e  g o o d l i e s t  woman 
T h a t  e v e r  l a y  by man: w h ic h  when t h e  p e o p le  
Had t h e  f u l l  v iew  o f ,  su c h  a  n o i s e  a r o s e  - ^
As t h e  s h r o u d s  make a t  s e a  i n  a  s t i f f  t e m p e s t .  5

t h e s e  w o rd s  a r e  a  r e v e l a t i o n  n o t  o n ly  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s

a c c u r a t e  know ledge  o f  t h e  s e a ,  b u t  a l s o  o f  h i s  t e n d e r

s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  t h e  u se  o f  s e a - t e r m s  i n  h i s  im a g e r y .

The s h r o u d s  a r e  t h e  h e a v y  r o p e s  o f  t h e  r i g g i n g  w h ic h

s u p p o r t  t h e  m a s ts  o f  a  s h i p  on e i t h e r  s i d e  s o  t h a t  t h e y

c a n  c a r r ^ _ t h e  s a i l s .  A wooden s a i l i n g  s h i p ,  r o p e - r i g g e d ,

w a s ,  l i k e  P r o s p e r o ’ s  I s l a n d ,  " f u l l  o f  n o i s e s "  i n  a  g a l e .

E v e ry  beam a n d  t im b e r  h a d  a  v o i c e ,  and  t h e  s to r m  
th r o u g h  t h e  r i g g i n g ,  o f  w h ic h  t h e  " s h r o u d s "  w ere  
a  l a r g e  p a r t ,  san g  e x a c t l y  t h e  s t r i n g e n t ,  b u z z in g  
so und  w h ic h  can  be h e a r d  i n  a  crow d b e f o r e  i t  
a c t u a l l y  b r e a k s  o u t  i n  s h o u t i n g . 10

W h a l l  a g a i n  w o n d e rs  how S h a k e s p e a re  c o u ld  h a v e  known t h i s .

13TMP 1 . 1 . 35 ^TMP 1 . 1 . 47

1 -54 . 1 . 170-3 l 6W hall, p . 62.
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I n  t h e  f o u r t h  a c t  o f  C v m b e l in e . Im ogen , i n  a

d e a t h - l i k e  t r a n c e ,  i s  b r o u g h t  i n  a n d  B e l a r i u s  s a y s :

0 m e la n c h o ly !
Who e v e r  y e t  c o u ld  so u n d  t h y  b o t to m :  f i n d
The o o z e ,  t o  show w h a t  c o a s t  t h y  s l u g g i s h  c r a r e
M ig h t  e a s i l i e s t  h a r b o u r  i n ? 1 '

I m o g e n 's  " m e la n c h o ly "  i s  a  v a s t  s e a ,  a  b o t t o m l e s s  s o r r o w .

L a t e r ,  C a u is  L u c i u s ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  d e a d  C l o t e n ,  a s k s

Im ogen , " W h a t 's  t h y  i n t e r e s t  /  I n  t h i s  s a d  wrack?:1 ^

Cowards i n  b a t t l e  a r e  " l i k e  f r a g m e n t s  i n  h a r d  v o y a g e s .

W ith  r e u n i o n ,  t h e  b o a t  i s  s a f e  i n  t h e  h a v e n  o f  l o v e :

20 8 e e ,
Posthum us a n c h o r s  u p o n  Im ogen;

G u k e r iu s  i n  t e l l i n g  how h e  m u rd e re d  C lo te n  s a y s :

. . .  he  d i d  p ro v o k e  me 
W ith  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  w o u ld  make me s p u r n  t h e  s e a  
I f  i t  c o u ld  so  r o a r  a t  m e.^1

T h is  k in d  o f  s e a - i m a g e r y  c o u ld  be  q u o te d  f ro m  

a l l  t h e  p l a y s .  I  h a v e  a l s o  g i v e n  e x a m p le s  o f  how t h e  

l a n d s  r e a c h e d  by  t h e  v o y a g e r s  an d  w h a t  t h e y  fo u n d  i n  

t h o s e  l a n d s  a f f e c t e d  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  im a g e ry ,  su c h  a s  

p o t a t o e s ,  p a r r o t s ,  m onkeys, C ham 's B e a rd ,  A f r i c ' s  s e r ­

p e n t ,  a  P o la n d  n i g h t ,  e t c .

1 1 .  The New W orld  h a d  b e e n  m e n t io n e d  a  few  t im e s

i n  i m a g i n a t iv e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  s i x ­

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y — by A le x a n d e r  B a r c l a y  i n  The S h ip  o f  F o o l s .

• ^ 4 . 2 . 203-6  " ^ 4 . 2 . 366 ^ 5 . 3 . 44
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1 5 0 9 ;  by  S i r  Thomas More i n  U t o p i a . 1517 ; by  Jo h n  R a s t e l l  

i n  I n t e r l u d e  o f  t h e  F o u r  E le m e n t s . 1519; and  by  an  unknown 

a u t h o r  i n  "Good O r d e r , "  1533* However t h e  New W orld  was 

n o t  r e p e a t e d l y  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  by  a n y  one 

w r i t e r  o f  i m a g i n a t i v e  p r o s e  o r  p o e t r y  u n t i l  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  

who r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  New W orld  a s  I n d e ,  t h e  I n d i e s ,  W est 

I n d i e s ,  W e s te rn  I n d e ,  I n d i a ,  a n d  A m e ric a .

One f i n a l  t h o u g h t  s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n  t o  w h a t  i t  was 

t h a t  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  t h e  t h r e e  s t r a n d s  o f  my b r a i d — t h e  e x ­

p l o r e r s ,  t h e  c h r o n i c l e r s ,  and  S h a k e s p e a r e .  The th o u g h t  

c a n  be  summed up i n  one w ord: p a t r i o t i s m .  They a l l  h a d  

t h i s  i s  common— t h e i r  d e e p ,  p a s s i o n a t e  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e i r  

Queen and  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .

I t  seem s h a r d l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  

c h i e f  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  b e h in d  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  and t h e  e x ­

p l o r e r s  was t h e i r  lo v e  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  The g r e a t  

c a p t a i n s — R a le g h ,  H aw kins, G i l b e r t ,  W il lo u g h b y ,  F r o ­

b i s h e r ,  D ra k e — p u sh e d  t h e i r  prow s i n t o  a l l  t h e  s e a s ,  

p l a n t e d  c o l o n i e s  i n  new l a n d s ,  an d  e x te n d e d  t h e  dom in­

i o n s  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  E n g la n d .  I n  

D r a k e ’ s  s p e e c h  t o  h i s  men a f t e r  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  Thomas 

D oughty  we h e a r  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  a l l  t h e  e x p l o r e r s :  

a t t a c k  f ro m  a n o t h e r  n a t i o n  c a n n o t  be  w i t h s t o o d  i f  t h e r e  

i s  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t ;  a  C a p ta in  c a n n o t  f i g h t  a l o n e ,  he 

n e e d s ,  h i s  c re w , he  g i v e s  them  l e a v e  t o  d e p a r t  i f  t h e y  

w i s h ,  b u t  i f  t h e y  do t h e y  a r e  t r a i t o r s  an d  w i l l  be  

t r e a t e d  a s  s u c h ;  i f  t h e  voyage  i s  n o t  a  s u c c e s s ,  i t
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w i l l  h u m i l i a t e  E n g la n d  and sh e  w i l l  be  t h e  l a u g h i n g  s t o c k  

o f  S p a in  and  P o r t u g a l ;  and  a l l  m u s t  be  f o r e v e r  l o y a l  t o  

and  w i l l i n g  t o  s e r v e  H er M a je s ty ,  th e  Q ueen , and  E n g la n d .  

The m ost i m p o r t a n t  n o t e  o f  t h e  s p e e c h ,  w h ich  u s e s  t h e  

r h e t o r i c a l  d e v ic e  P e t e r  Ure c a l l s  a u x e s l a  ( a r r a n g i n g  s e n ­

t e n c e s  i n  s e q u e n c e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  f o r c e ) 22 i s  p a t r i o t ­

i s m ,  th e  f e r v e n t  d e v o t i o n  t o  and  lo v e  f o r  E n g la n d  and 

t h e  Queen.

As f o r  t h e  c h r o n i c l e r s ,  H a k lu y t  r e p e a t e d l y  w ro te  

t h a t  he  u n d e r to o k  t h e  l o n g ,  a iduous t a s k  o f  r e c o r d i n g  th e  

d i s c o v e r i e s  f o r  " t h e  a r d e n t  lo v e  o f  my c o u n t r y . "3 3  He 

c o n s t a n t l y  p r e a c h e d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  and he  

l e n t  h i s  h an d  t o  a l l  schem es t h a t  m ig h t  l e a d  t o  E n g l i s h  

s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  A m e ric a .  H is  D i s c o u r s e  o f  W e s te rn  P l a n t i n g , 

p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  Queen i n  t h e  au tum n o f  l£8 i^ , was w r i t t e n  

a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  R a le g h ,  and  was i n s p i r e d  by  t h e  r e p o r t s  

o f  C a p ta in s  Amadas and B a r lo w . H S k lu y t  was one o f  t h e  

Company o f  M e rc h a n ts  t o  whom R a le g h  a s s i g n e d  h i s  V i r g i n i a  

p a t e n t  i n  l £ 8 8 .  A f t e r  t h e  p r e m a tu r e  d e a t h  o f  S i r  Hum­

p h r e y  G i l b e r t ,  t h e  man who d i d  m ost f o r  e n c o u r a g in g  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  E n g la n d ’ s f i r s t  c o lo n y  i n  A m erica  was 

Hi c h a rd  H a k l u y t . 2 -̂ The d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  w o r ld  and t h e  

e x p a n s io n  o f  E n g la n d 's  d o m in io n  w ere  h i s  co n su m in g  i n ­

t e r e s t s ;  E n g la n d 's  g l o r y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  e x p a n s io n

22Arden E d i t io n , p . ij.9. 23H akluy t, 1 :1 3 .

2^ t a l e i g h ,  p . llj.0.
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was w h a t  h e  l i v e d  f o r .

I n  t h i s  m o s t  famous and p e e r l e s s  go v e rn m en t o f  h e r  
m o s t  e x c e l l e n t  M a je s ty ,  h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  t h r o u g h  th e  
s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and b l e s s i n g  o f  God, i n  s e a r c h ­
i n g  th e  mo3t o p p o s i t e  c o r n e r s  and  q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  
w o r l d ,  a n d ,  t o  s p e a k  p l a i n l y ,  i n  c o m p a ss in g  t h e  
v a s t  g lo b e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  m ore th a n  o n c e ,  h a v e  e x -  .
c e l l e d  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  and p e o p le  o f  t h e  e a r t h . 25

The p a t r i o t i s m  w h ic h  g r i p p e d  H a k lu y t  a l s o  m o t i v a t e d  th e

o t h e r  E n g l i s h  c h r o n i c l e r s — R ic h a rd  E d en , W il l ia m  Camden,

George A b b o t ,  ^ i l e s  F l e t c h e r ,  S i r  W a l te r  R a le g h ,  Jo h n

S tow , t o  name a few .

As f o r  S h a k e s p e a r e ,  vo lum es c o u ld  be w r i t t e n  

on t h e  e v id e n c e  i n  t h e  p l a y s  o f  h i s  p a t r i o t i s m ,  h i s

a r d e n t  d e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n

H enry  t h e  F ^ f t h  t h e r e  i s  a g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  

i d e a l .  The k i n g  I s  a k i n g  w i t h o u t  a f l a w ,  a p a t t e r n  o f  

th e  p e r f e c t  E n g l i s h  k i n g .  The p l a y ' s  them e I s  p a t r i o t ­

ism . H enry  i s  " t h e  m i r r o r  o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  K in g s ; " 26 

he i s  " f u l l  o f  g r a c e  and  f a i r  r e g a r d " ; 2? " a  t r u e  l o v e r  

o f  t h e  h o l y  c h u r c h " ; 2® and  E n g l i s h  p e e r s  owe th e m s e lv e s ,  

t h e i r  " l i v e s ,  and s e r v i c e s  /  To t h i s  i m p e r i a l  t h r o n e ."29

G a u n t 's  p a t r i o t i c  s p e e c h  i n  K in g  R ic h a r d  th e  

S e c o n d , w h ich  i n c l u d e s  t h e  famous w ords " .  . . t h i s  

s c e p t e r ' d  I s l e  . . .  T h i s  o t h e r  E den , d e m i - P a r a d i s e "  

h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d .  L o u is  B. W r ig h t ,  i n  t h e  I n t r o ­

d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  F o lg e r  E d i t i o n , s a y s  t h i s  may be " t h e  m ost

^ H a k l u y t ,  1 : 1 3 .  26H5 2 .  P r o .  6  271 .  1 .  21

281.  1 .  22 2?1.  2.  3l±-5



p a t r i o t i c  s p e e c h  i n  t h e  w hole  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  c a n o n . ”30

The l a s t  l i n e s  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  c o u ld  e a s i l y  h av e  b e e n  

s p o k e n  b y  D ra k e ,  who w ould  g l a d l y  h av e  g iv e n  h i s  l i f e  

t o  a v o id  a n y  ” in k y  b l o t s , "  any  shame t h a t  m ig h t  b e f a l l  

E n g la n d .  He w o u ld  g l a d l y  h ave  g iv e n  h i s  l i f e  t o  a v o id  

a n y  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t — " s h a m e f u l  c o n q u e s t  o f  i t s e l f . " ^

What m ust be g iv e n  s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  t h a t ,  h i s ­

t o r i c a l l y ,  R ic h a r d  t h e  Second  was a m e d ie v a l  k in g  l i v i n g  

i n  a  t im e  when n a t i o n a l i s m  had  n o t  y e t  d e v e lo p e d .  F o r  

h im  E n g la n d  was a  f e u d a l  p a t r im o n y  t h a t  t h e  k in g  c o u ld  

d e a l  w i t h  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h i s  power and  c a p a c i t y ,  

e v e n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  g i v i n g  p o r t i o n s  o f  h i s  t e r r i t o r y  

t o  h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  k i n ,  a s  Edward t h e  T h i r d  had  done 

i n  t u r n i n g  o v e r  t h e  Duchy o f  L a n c a s t e r  t o  Jo h n  o f  G aunt 

a s  a  v i r t u a l l y  in d e p e n d e n t  p a l a t i n a t e ^  B u t S h a k e ­

s p e a r e ’ s  p l a y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  p a t r i o t i s m  t h a t  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  

u n d e r  t h e  T u d o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  r e i g n  a f t e r  

t h e  Armada was d e f e a t e d .  " P a t r i o t i s m "  was a  word t h a t  

w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  unknown t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  Jo h n  o f  G a u n t ,  

b u t  t h e  p l a y  i l l u s t r a t e s  S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  to w a rd  t h e  r e a lm  o f  E n g la n d .

B ra n d e s  re m in d s  u s  t h a t  t h e  c h r o n i c l e  p l a y s ,  

w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  H enry  t h e  E i g h t h , w ere  p ro d u c e d  

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  one d e c a d e ,  t h e  d e ca d e  i n  w h ich  E n g lan d * ^

•̂ F o lg e r  E d it io n , p . x v i .  31r2 2 . 2 . 64
32F o lg e r  E d i t io n , p . x v i .
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n a t i o n a l  s e n t im e n t  b u r s t  i n t o  f l o w e r  and  h e r  p r i d e  was 

a t  i t s  h i g h e s t .

T h is  t h e n  i s  t h e  k n o t  w i t h  w h ic h  I  t i e  up  my 

t a l e — t h e  k n o t  o f  p a t r i o t i s m  w h ic h  bound a l l  E n g l i s h ­

men i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y :  e x p l o r e r s ,  a d v e n t u r e r s ,  

c h r o n i c l e r s ,  i n v e s t o r s ,  n o b le m e n ,  seam en , c h a r t o g r a p h e r s , 

and  S h a k e s p e a r e .  A l l  had  a  p a r t  i n  E n g la n d ’s  e x t r a ­

o r d i n a r y  g r e a t n e s s .

My c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  th o u g h  many a u t h o r s  w ere  

a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  A m erica  and  t h e  a d ­

v e n t u r e r s  on t h e  m ak ing  o f  The T e m p e s t , n o t  a l l  w ere  

a b l e  t o  s e e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  on S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s 

o t h e r  p l a y s .  I  h ave  t r i e d  t o  show t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

t h e  New W orld and  i t s  d i s c o v e r y  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  a l l  t h e  

p l a y s  i n  t h e  Canon, and  t h a t  t h e  v o y a g e s  p r o v i d e d  s o u r c e  

m a t e r i a l  from  w h ich  S h a k e s p e a re  drew  f r e e l y .  I  have  a l s o  

t r i e d  t o  show t h a t  we c a n n o t  r e a d  t h e  p l a y s  w i t h o u t  b e in g  

aw are  o f  an  e m p h a s is  on g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s ,  c o n s t a n t  movement 

p v e r  v a s t  d i s t a n c e s ,  and  t h e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  v a s t  s u r g e s  

o f  t h e  s e a — a lw a y s  t h e r e  i s  t h e  s e a .

I n  t e l l i n g  my s t o r y  I  b e l i e v e  I  h ave  p r e s e n t e d  

enough  e v id e n c e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  was i n t e r ­

e s t e d  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h a t  

he  k e p t  h i m s e l f  w e l l - i n f o r m e d  on a l l  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  

c o l o n i z a t i o n ,  and t h a t  he u s e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  he g a t h ­

e r e d  i n  v a r i o u s  ways i n  t h e  p l a y s ,  w i t h  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  A m erica— t h e  I n d i e s .
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ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR THE PLAYS

MND A Midsummer N i g h t ’ s  Dream
AWW A l l ’ s  W ell  T h a t  Ends W ell
ANT Antony an d  C l e o p a t r a
AYL As You L ik e  I t
COR C o r io la n u s
CYM Cym beline
HAM H am let
JC J u l i u s  C a e s a r
HS King H enry The E ig h th
H5 King H enry  The F i f t h
1H4 K ing Henry The F o u r th  P a r t  I
2H4 K ing H enry The F o u r th  P a r t  I I
1H6 King Henry The S i x t h  P a r t  I
2H6 K ing H enry The S i x t h  P a r t  I I
3H6 K ing Henry The S i x t h  P a r t  I I I
JN King John
LR King L e a r
R2 King R ic h a rd  The Second
R3 K ing R ic h a rd  The T h i r d
LLL L o v e ’ s  L a b o u r ’ s  L o s t
MAC M acbeth
MM M easu re  f o r  M easu re
ADO Much Ado A bout N o th in g
OTH O t h e l l o
PER P e r i c l e s
ROM Romeo an d  J u l i e t
ERR The Comedy o f  E r r o r s
MV The M e rch a n t  o f  V en ice
WIV The M erry  W ives o f  W in dso r
SHR The Taming o f  t h e  Shrew
TMP The Tem pest
TGV The Two G en tlm en  o f  Verona
WT The- W in ter , ' .s  T a l e
TIM Timon o f  A th e n s
T IT  T i t u s  A n d ro n ic u s
TRO T r o i l u s  an d  C r e s s i d a
TN T w e l f th  N ig h t
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