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PREFACE

A lthou gh  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  m ed iev a l  

u n i v e r s i t y  i s  v e ry  w e l l  known a t  t h i s  t im e ,  th e  same c a n n o t  

he s a i d  i n  r e g a r d  to  th e  scope  and  s p e c i f i c  n a tu r e  o f  th e  

c o n t e n t  o r  th e  a c t u a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  which was g iv e n  i n  th e s e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h is  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  O rlean s  which has a t t r a c t e d  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  

o u t s t a n d in g  h i s t o r i a n s .  The s t a n d a r d  m onographic  s t u d y  o f  

t h i s  g r e a t  m ed iev a l  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h a t  o f  Eugene B im benet, 

H l s t o i r e  £& l ' u n i v e r s i t e  £e l c i s  d * O r le a n s .  p u b l i s h e d  in  

1853* S in c e  t h a t  t im e ,  o th e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  monographs have 

a p p e a re d  and have been  c o l l e c t e d  i n  th e  r e v i s e d  1936 e d i ­

t i o n  o f  H a s t in g s  R a s h d a l l ' s  U n i v e r s i t i e s  Europe i n  th e  

Middle A g es . V ol. I I .  The c o n c lu s io n  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  

l a s t  named work has become th e  b a s i c  t e n e t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and t h i s  i s  t h a t  s t u d i e s  a t  O r le a n s  were 

l a r g e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  to  law a lo n e  a f t e r  1200.

I t  i s  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  show t h a t  R a s h d a l l ' s  a c c o u n t  i s  

n o t  e n t i r e l y  a d e q u a te ,  and t o  d e m o n s t ra te  t h a t  O r lea n s  was 

a famous c e n t e r  f o r  th e  s tu d y  o f  c l a s s i c a l  a u t h o r s  and 

c o n t in u e d  t o  be so  i n  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  and  f o u r t e e n t h  

c e n t u r i e s .  Up t o  t h i s  t im e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  s t u d i e s  o f  D r.
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D oro thy  M. Quynn, t h e r e  has a p p a r e n t l y  been  no c o n c lu s iv e  

work which has d e f i n i t i v e l y  d e m o n s tra te d  th e  c o n t in u e d  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  s t u d i e s .  The need f o r  such  a  s t u d y ,  

how ever, has  been  a p p a r e n t  s in c e  P ae tow , in  h i s  im p o r ta n t  

book , th e  A r t s  Course &£ M edieval U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  p u b l i s h e d  

i n  1910, p o in te d  t o  c o n f l i c t i n g  e v id e n c e  in  th e  docum ents 

o f  1312 o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  p u b l i s h e d  by F o u r n i e r .  These 

docum ents , a s  Dr Quynn p o in te d  o u t ,  c o n ta in  d e f i n i t e  

m en tio n  o f  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  a t  O r le a n s .

The p u rpo se  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t o  p r e s e n t  th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  a  th o ro u g h  s e a r c h  i n  th e  e x t a n t  m a t e r i a l s  and 

t o d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  ev id e n ce  r e g a r d in g  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  

s u b j e c t s  o t h e r  th a n  law which were b e in g  t a u g h t  a t  O r lean s  

be tw een  1200 and 1350, p e rh a p s  th e  most im p o r ta n t  p e r io d  

i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The docum ents p u b l i s h e d  

by F o u r n i e r  m ust, how ever, be supp lem en ted  by o th e r  

m a t e r i a l s ,  s in c e  th e  documents he p u b l i s h e d  d a t e  l a r g e l y  

from  th e  y e a r  1306 , th e  y e a r  i n  which th e  o r i g i n a l  u n i v e r ­

s i t y  c h a r t e r  was g r a n t e d .  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  p ro v e  from 

th e  a r c h i v a l  o r  docum entary  m a t e r i a l s  a lo n e  t h a t  O rlean s  

was or c o n t in u e d  t o  be a  famous c e n t e r  f o r  th e  s t u d y  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  o r  o t h e r  s t u d i e s .  However, o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  su ch  

a s  th e  l i t e r a r y  works o f  G e o f f re y  o f  V in s a u f ,  Matthew o f
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Vendome, and H en ri  d 'A n d e l i ,  f o r  ex am ple , o f f e r  c o n s id e r a b le  

e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  the  l i b e r a l  a r t s  were b e in g  

t a u g h t  a t  O r le a n s .  Even more c o n v in c in g  a r e  th e  s t u d e n t  

l e t t e r s  o f  th e  p e r i o d ,  many o f  which have been  p u b l i s h e d  by 

H ask in s  and  D e l i s l e .  These p r e s e n t  c l e a r  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  

p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  s t u d i e s  i n  th e  c u r r i c u lu m  and p ro v id e  

th e  p r im a ry  fo c u s  o f  my a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  To com­

p l e t e  th e  s t u d y ,  i t  may a l s o  be o f i n t e r e s t  t o  compare th e  

c u r r ic u lu m  o f  O rlean s  w i th  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  t h i r t e e n t h  and 

f o u r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and  t o  n o te  t h e  changes

th ro u g h o u t  th e s e  c e n t u r i e s .  O r lea n s  d id  n o t  e x i s t  i n

i s o l a t i o n  and  sh o u ld  be c o n s id e r e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o th e r  

co n tem p o ra ry  u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  a  p r o p e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  i t s  

c u r r i c u lu m .  A c u r s o r y  s tu d y  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m i l i e u  

from  which th e  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  O rlea n s  em erged and o f  which

i t  was th e  b e n e f i c i a r y  i s  a l s o  o f  im p o r tan c e  f o r  a n  u n d e r­

s t a n d in g  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  i t s  c u r r i c u lu m .

The p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  owes a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  th e  

m a t e r i a l s  on u n i v e r s i t i e s  and r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s  g a th e r e d  a t  

t h e  New York P u b l ic  L ib r a r y ,  th e  C.U.N.Y. G rad u a te  S choo l 

L i b r a r y ,  H un te r  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y ,  th e  B u t l e r  L ib r a r y  a t  

Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  and th e  W idener L ib r a r y  a t  H arvard  

U n i v e r s i t y .  To th e  s t a f f s  o f  t h e s e  l i b r a i r i e s  I  w ish  t o
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e x p re s s  my g r a t e f u l  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  I  s h o u ld  a l s o  l i k e  t o  

e x p re s s  my g r a t i t u d e  t o  D r. P e t e r  A. F o rd  who f i r s t  i n ­

t e r e s t e d  me i n  th e  m ed iev a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t o  D r. P e a r l  K ibre  who s u g g e s te d  t h i s  t o p i c  t o  me and  who 

a id e d  me i n  th e  t a s k  by h e r  h e l p f u l  c r i t i c i s m  and by gen ­

e r o u s l y  t u r n in g  o v e r  t o  me f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  th e  many v a lu a b le  

docum ents p e r t a i n i n g  t o  O rlean s  t h a t  she  r e c e i v e d  a s  a  

le g a c y  from th e  e s t a t e  o f  D r. D oro thy  Mackay Quynn. D r. 

Quynn had d e v o te d  a  m ajor p a r t  o f  h e r  s c h o l a r l y  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  O r lea n s  i n  th e  hope o f  one day  p u b l i s h i n g  a  d e f i n i t i v e  

work on th e  s u b j e c t .  I  sh o u ld  a l s o  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  my 

g r a t i t u d e  t o  D r. Howard A d e lso n  and D r .  R ic h a rd  Lemay who 

by becoming my s p o n s o rs  e n a b le d  me t o  c o n t in u e  work on 

t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o p i c  a f t e r  Dr K i b r e ' s  r e t i r e m e n t  from 

t e a c h i n g .  T h e i r  h e lp  has b een  i n v a l u a b l e .  I t  would n o t  

be a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  co nc lude  th e s e  rem ark s  w i th o u t  m en tio n ­

in g  my m other and  my f i a n c e .  W ithou t t h e i r  p a t i e n c e  and 

encouragem en t i n  th e  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s  s i n c e  I  f i r s t  began 

my r e s e a r c h  on t h i s  t o p i c ,  t h i s  work would n o t  have been  

c o m p le te d .
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CHAPTER I  

THE EARLY HISTORY OF ORLEANS 

THE SCHOOLS IN THE PRE-UNIVERSITY PERIOD

One o f  th e  most o r i g i n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  th e  

m e d iev a l  c e n t u r i e s  made t o  th e  c i v i l i z e d  l i f e  o f  E urope  

i s  th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  As a  h i s t o r i c a l  t o p i c ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

h o ld s  a  f a s c i n a t i o n  t h a t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  k e e m  f i r s t ,  

b e c a u se  o f  th e  e n d u r in g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

i t s e l f ,  s e c o n d ly  b ecause  o f  th e  m y ste ry  and  l a c k  o f  

d e t a i l  t h a t  su r ro u n d  i t s  em ergence . The e a r l i e s t  u n iv ­

e r s i t i e s  o f  Europe had no fo u n d e r s  and no c e r t a i n  d a t e s  t o  

w hich  t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  c o u ld  be a s s i g n e d .  W hile i n  

f a c t  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  grew by a  v e ry  slow  p r o c e s s ,  th e  

o b s c u r i t y  t h a t  sh ro uded  t h e i r  b e g in n in g s  h a s  l e d  t o  th e  

p r o d u c t io n  o f  f i c t i t i o u s  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e i r  a l l e g e d  fo und a­

t i o n  by i l l u s t r i o u s  m cnarchs , k in g s  and e m p e ro rs .  T h is  

f a c t  has added  t o  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  a p p e a l  t o  b o th  s t u d e n t s  

an d  p r o f e s s o r s .  U l t im a te ly ,  how ever, t h e  em ergence o f  th e  

u n i v e r s i t y ,  w he ther  i t  be P a r i s ,  B o logn a , S a l e r n o ,  O xfo rd , 

M o n tp e l l i e r  o r  O r le a n s ,  was th e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  many

1
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c a u s a t iv e  f a c t o r s  o r a n te c e d e n t s  coming t o g e t h e r  t o  e s t a b ­

l i s h  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  i n  tim e grew t o  p o s s e s s  i t s  own 

l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s .

In  t r a c i n g  the  emergence o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  we p a s s  

from  a  b le a k  b e g in n in g  t o  a  p e r i o d  o f  b r i l l i a n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

l i f e .  From th e  e a r l y  m ed ieva l  p e r io d  when l e a r n i n g  and  

l e t t e r s  were o f t e n  denounced by p r u d i s h  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  

c h u rc h ,  we p ass  th ro u g h  th e  c e n t u r i e s  t o  th e  z e n i t h  o f  

m ed iev a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a ch iev e m e n t  w i th  men l i k e  A b e la rd  

and  S t  Thomas. While t h i s  seems t o  be a  developm ent o f  

c o n t r a s t ,  i t  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a  s tu d y  o f  c o n t i n u i t y .  As 

S i r  M aurice Powicke so  e l o q u e n t l y  s t a t e d ,  th e  e a r l y  u n iv e r ­

s i t y  was n o t  c r e a t e d  b u t  grew a s  a  n a t u r a l  e x p r e s s io n  o f  

th e  s p i r i t u a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s o c i a l  e n e r g i e s  o f  th e  a g e .*  

I t  i s  Indeed  a s t a te m e n t  t h a t  c an  be r e p e a t e d  w i th  s a f e t y .

I n  th e  c a se  o f  O rlean s  we have a  v e ry  v i v i d  exam ple o f  

t h i s t  i t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s i n g  o r  r e m a rk a b le  t h a t  a  U n iv e r­

s i t y  o f  O r lea n s  em erged . The p r e c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  rrark th e  

e v o lu t i o n a r y  p ro c e s s  o f  a l l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were p r e s e n t  in  

g r e a t  abundance i n  th e  r e g i o n  o f  O r le a n s .

I n  t r a c i n g  th e  s low  em ergence o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  i t  

i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  even  i n  th e  d a r k e s t  a g e s  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f 

l e a r n i n g  was n e v e r  t o  d ie  o u t  c o m p le te ly .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  

would be a n  e x a g g e r a t io n  t o  d e s c r i b e  th e  p e r io d  f o l lo w in g
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th e  c o l l a p s e  o f  th e  Roman Empire a s  a  p e r io d  o f  u n m it ig a te d  

b a rb a r i s m .  While Jerome and T e r t u l l i a n  denounced th e  w r i t ­

in g  o f  th e  h e a th e n s ,  a  lo v e  o f  books and l i t e r a t u r e  n e v e r ­

t h e l e s s  d id  s u r v i v e .  Because o f  th e  g l o r i o u s  e f f o r t s  o f  

B o e th iu s ,  C a s s io d o ru s ,  I s i d o r e  and Bede, th e  lo v e  o f  l e a r n ­

in g  re m a in e d ,  and  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  c u l t u r e  was m a in ta in e d  

be tw een  th e  a n c i e n t  and m ed iev a l  w o r ld .  C h ie f ly  in  th e  

ch u rch  and th ro u g h  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  c l e r g y ,  some form o f  

l e a r n i n g  s u r v i v e d .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  c l e r i c a l  c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n ,  th e  powers o f  th e  t e a c h e r  e v e n t u a l l y  r e v iv e d  and 

s o a re d  t o  new h e i g h t s .  S tu d e n ts  g a th e r e d  th ro u g h o u t  Europe 

in  a s t o n i s h i n g  numbers t o  h e a r  t h e i r  l e c t u r e s .  I t  i s  a  w e l l  

known and  d e l i g h t f u l l y  ro m a n t ic  t a l e  how th e y  d id  t h i s  by 

t r a v e l l i n g  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  i n  t h e i r  q u e s t  f o r  knowledge amid 

th e  d a i l y  p e r i l  o f  m ed iev a l  l i f e  armed o n ly  w i th  a  s p i r i t  o f  

i n q u i r y .

I n  C e n t r a l  and N o r th e rn  F ran ce  we f i n d  th e  home o f  th e  

most o r i g i n a t i v e  m ed ieva l  d e v e lo p m e n t.  The c r e a t i v e  e n e r ­

g i e s  and v i t a l i t y  o f  th e  m ed iev a l  p e r io d  can  b e s t  be s e e n  in  

th e  developm ent t h a t  to o k  p la c e  in  t h i s  n e ig h b o rh o o d .  The 

r e g i o n  o f  O rlea n s  i s  a  t y p i c a l  example o f  t h i s  c r e a t i v e  en ­

ergy*  v i t a l i t y ,  and z e a l .  L ike  C h a r t r e s ,  O r le a n s  was an

a n c i e n t  home o f  l e t t e r s .  B oth c i t i e s  were r e f e r r e d  t o  a s
2

su ch  by C a esa r  in  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  th e  G a l l i c  W ars. Under
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th e  e m p ire ,  l i b e r a l  a r t s  s t u d i e s  q u i c k l y  sp ra n g  up and d id

n o t  c e a se  c o m p le te ly  even in  iV erovingian t im e s ,  a l th o u g h

th e y  d id  e x p e r ie n c e  a  s t a t e  o f  d e c l i n e .  With th e  C a r o l in g i a n

r e n a i s s a n c e  th e y  r e v iv e d  and t h e n c e f o r t h  in  b o th  c i t i e s  th e y

were p u rsu e d  c o n t in u o u s ly i  i n  C h a r t r e s  a t  th e  co n v en t  s c h o o l

o f  S t  P e t e r ,  i f  n o t  a t  th e  s c h o o l  a t t a c h e d  t o  th e  c a th e d r a l*

a t  O r lea n s  a t  th e  c a t h e d r a l  s c h o o l  o f  S a in te  C ro ix  a s  w e l l
3

a s  a t  th e  many m o n as tic  s c h o o ls  t h a t  f l o u r i s h e d  t h e r e .

Much o f  th e  fame and p r e s t i g e  o f  O rlea n s  a c t u a l l y  

d a t e s  back  t o  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d .  F o r t u n a t e l y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  

i s  known a b o u t  O rlean s  in  th e  G allo-Rom an p e r io d  and i n  th e  

e a r l y  m ed iev a l  p e r io d  a s  w e l l .  I n  th e  most a n c i e n t  s o u r c e s  

O rlea n s  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Genabum, a  name t h a t  was a p p l i e d  

u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  th e  f i f t h  o r  s i x t h  c e n tu r y  when i t  was r e -  

p la c e d  by th e  new name A u re lian u m . Among t h e  a u th o r s  u s in g  

th e  te rm  Genabum were C a e sa r  i n  th e  a fo re m e n t io n e d  H i s to r y  

th e  G a l l i c  Wars and O r o s iu s ,  th e  Roman h i s t o r i a n ,  w r i t ­

in g  i n  th e  e a r l y  f i f t h  c e n t u r y . ^  P e rh ap s  th e  l a s t  a u th o r  

t o  have used  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p la c e  name was G reg o ry  o f  

Tours i n  h i s  Dg, G lo r i a  C o nfesso rum . Cap. 6 1 .^  S u b s e q u e n t ly  

th e  new te rm  A urelianum  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p l i e d .

G iven  th e  m ed iev a l  tem peram en t, le g e n d s  grew  up t o  

a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s  change o f  names. These a c c o u n ts  a r e  in d eed  

i n t e r e s t i n g  and v a r i e d .  One t e l l s  o f  a  new p e o p le  who were



c a l l e d  th e  A u r e l i a n i  whose o r i g i n  was t r a c e d  back  t o  th e  

tim e o f  Marcus A u r e l iu s .  Y et a n o th e r  a c c o u n t  m a in ta in e d  

t h a t  O r lea n s  was founded by Marcus A u re l iu s *  w h i le  a  t h i r d
Q

c la im e d  t h a t  th e  fo u n d e r  was A u r e l i a n .  S t i l l  a n o th e r

p o p u la r  n o t i o n ,  p ro b a b ly  d e r iv e d  e ty m o l o g ic a l l y ,  s u g g e s te d

t h a t  th e  word A ure lianum  meant t h a t  th e  town was g o ld  f o r  
o

f o r e i g n e r s .  O ther l i t e r a r y  s o u r c e s  have p o in te d  t o  th e  

fa v o re d  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  O rlea n s  e n jo y e d .* 0

W hatever th e  a c t u a l  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  change o r  th e  

s o u rc e  f o r  th e  new name, i t  has  c o n c l u s i v e l y  been  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  t h a t  th e  two names Genabum and A ure lianum  a c t u a l l y  

r e f e r  t o  and  i d e n t i f y  th e  same p l a c e .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  th e  

f i r s t  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  o c c u r re d  i n  a n  e l e v e n t h  cen ­

t u r y  t e x t ,  th e  “Deeds o f  th e  F re n c h “ by A lm oin , a  monk 

a t  th e  B e n e d ic t in e  abbey  o f  F le u r y .* *  I n  th e  t w e l f t h  cen ­

t u r y  t h i s  f a c t  was r e i t e r a t e d  by a n o th e r  monk o f  F le u r y  in
12a  s i m i l a r  h i s t o r y .  More r e c e n t l y ,  i n  1858 t o  be e x a c t ,  

a  F re n c h  com m ission on to p o g rap h y  composed o f  th e  m ost a c ­

co m p lish ed  s c h o l a r s  in  th e  f i e l d  c o n firm ed  once and f o r  a l l

a f t e r  a  v e ry  th o ro u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  th e  two towns were
1 “3one and  th e  sam e. J

The a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  town a r e  o f  c o u rse  

on a  p a r a l l e l  w i th  th e  a c c o u n ts  o f  o t h e r  im a g in a t iv e  a n n a l ­

i s t s  o f  th e  p e r io d  f o r  whom i t  was a  p o i n t  o f  honor t o  c la im  

a  m e a s u re le s s  a n t i q u i t y  f o r  th e  academy th e y  lo v e d .  Out o f
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t h i s  d e v o t io n  th e y  la b o re d  a r d u o u s ly  t o  c a r r y  back  th e  

o r i g i n s  o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  f a b l e d  k in g s .  I n  th e  c ase  

o f  O r le a n s ,  Hugh, B ishop  o f  O r le a n s ,  w r i t i n g  in  1367* t e l l s  

us  t h a t  l e c t u r e s  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O rlea n s  by V i r g i l
I k

mark th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  t h i s  famed u n i v e r s i t y .  T h is  l e g ­

end has been  r e p e a t e d  by more modern h i s t o r i a n s  and w r i t e r s .

There  a r e  many r e v e a l i n g  s o u r c e s  f o r  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  

econom ic and i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y  o f  O rlean s  in  th e  e a r l y  

m e d ie v a l  p e r i o d .  One o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  o f  t h e s e  s o u rc e s  

i s  G regory  o f  T ours who i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  th e  F ra n k s  has so  

v i v i d l y  d e p ic te d  f o r  us th e  d ecay  o f  u rb an  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

m o r a l i t y  and l e a r n i n g  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  M erov ing ian  

p e r i o d .  Even in  t h i s  b le a k  p e r i o d ,  how ever, O r lea n s  s t a n d s  

o u t  i n  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  a s  an  

exam ple o f  c o n t i n u i t y .

A mere p e r u s a l  o f  G r e g o r y 's  n a r r a t i v e  g i v e s  ample 

i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  w i t h in  th e  w a l l s  o f  t h i s  m e d ie v a l  town t h e r e  

r e s i d e d  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m erchan t c l a s s  composed o f  Jews and 

S y r i a n s .  One o f  th e  most i l l u s t r a t i v e  and m ost c i t e d  

p a s s a g e s  o f  G r e g o r y 's  h i s t o r y  i s  th e  one c o n c e rn in g  th e  

a r r i v a l  o f  th e  M erov ing ian  k in g  G o n tran  i n  O r le a n s .  On h i s  

way t o  P a r i s ,  he s to p p e d  a t  O r lea n s  where he was warmly r e ­

c e iv e d  by th e  p e o p le .  I t  was th e  tw e n ty - f o u r t h  y e a r  o f  h i s  

r e i g n  and th e  day  o f  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  O rlea n s  was a  v e ry  

f e s t i v e  d a y ,  f o r  i t  was a l s o  th e  F e a s t  o f  S t  M a r t in .  A
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t h r o n g  o f  p e o p le  came t o  g r e e t  him w i th  s t a n d a r d s  and  ban­

n e r s  s i n g i n g  p r a i s e s  t o  h im , and s h o u t in g  lo n g  l i v e  th e  k in g .  

Here S y r ia c  c o u ld  be h e a r d ,  t h e r e  th e  langu age  o f  th e  Jews 

and  a l s o  L a t i n .

The in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  G regory  s u p p l i e s  us  i s  o f  th e  u t ­

m ost s i g n i f i c a n c e  s in c e  i t  i s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  th e  n a r r a t i v e  in  

a n  i n c i d e n t a l  f a s h i o n .  From i t  we a r e  a l s o  a b le  t o  g l e a n  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  knowledge and use  o f  w r i t i n g  were a l s o  main­

t a i n e d  a t  O r le a n s  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  b le a k  p e r i o d ,* ^  p r im a r ­

i l y  b ecau se  o f  th e  c o n t in u e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  v e ry  mer­

c h a n t  c l a s s .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  H e n r i  P i r e n n e ,  

t h a t  cham pion o f  th e  t h e o r y  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  be tw een  Roman and 

b a r b a r i c  t im e s ,  f r e q u e n t l y  c i t e d  O r lea n s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  

th e s i s .* " ^

Having b r i e f l y  su rv e y e d  th e  M eroving ian  p e r io d  and 

h a v in g  n o te d  th e  many c o n t i n u i t i e s  t h a t  p e r s i s t e d  a t  O r le a n s ,  

we come t o  a n  even  more im p o r ta n t  e p o ch , th e  C a r o l i n g i a n  

e r a .  Much o f  th e  F re n ch  l e a r n i n g  o f  th e  e l e v e n t h  and  t w e l f t h  

c e n t u r i e s  seems t o  r o o t  d i r e c t l y  i n  th e  s o i l  o f  th e  C aro­

l i n g i a n  e r a  and  t r a d i t i o n .  The C a r o l i n g i a n  p e r io d  had a  

p ro fo u n d  im p a c t  upon th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p ­

ment o f  O r le a n s .  G e n e r a l ly  s p e a k in g ,  t h e r e  would be no 

t u r n i n g  back  a f t e r  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  no  r e g r e s s i o n ,  f o r  to o  much 

had been  a c c o m p l ish e d .  To Charlem agne and  t o  A lc u in ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  t o  th e  men who c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e i r  p l a n s  and  i d e a s .
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t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sy s tem  o f  th e  Middle Ages owes a  memorable 

d e b t .

Charlemagne was n o t  on ly  a c o n q u e ro r ,  he was a  r e fo rm e r  

a s  w e l l .  By h i s  a u t h o r i t y  and th ro u g h  h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n  he 

su c c e e d e d  in  c a r r y i n g  o u t  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  re fo rm  w hich  was 

o f  su ch  sw eep ing  im po rtan ce  t h a t  i t  managed t o  s u r v iv e  even  

a f t e r  th e  b re a k u p  and c o l l a p s e  o f  h i s  e m p ire .  The p a r t i c u ­

l a r  p u rp o se  o f  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e fo rm s  o f  Charlem agne was th e  

c u l t u r a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  The em peror was i n ­

s p i r e d  by h i s  f e a r  t h a t  th e  B ib le  was n o t  b e in g  r e a d  i n ­

t e l l i g e n t l y ,  and  he w anted t o  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  

s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  l i t e r a t e  p r i e s t s  and monks.

The C a r o l i n g i a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  re fo rm s  were epoch m aking. 

W r i t t e n  w i th  a  c r i s p  p r e c i s i o n ,  th e  d e c r e e s  were u n i v e r s a l  

i n  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  More i m p o r t a n t ly  th e y  rem a in ed  a s  a  

p r e c e d e n t  from  which th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  E urope  would grow. 

The c row ning  a c h iev e m e n t  o f  th e  C a r o l i n g i a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e ­

fo rm s was th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  m ed iev a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
18sy s te m  i t s e l f .

I t  i s  w e l l  known how Charlem agne g a th e r e d  a  band o f

i l l u s t r i o u s  s c h o l a r s  a b o u t  him t o  a c c o m p l ish  t h i s  c u l t u r a l

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  Around 781 A lc u in  to o k  o v e r

th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  p a l a t i n e  s c h o o l  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e g in
19t h e  t a s k  o f  d i s s e m in a t in g  e x i s t i n g  l e a r n i n g .  A lc u in  

was a  w ise  c h o ic e ,  f o r  he u n d e rs to o d  th e  p ro b lem s i n -



v o lv e d  in  e d u c a t in g  an  e l i t e  from among a  b a rb a ro u s  and 

i l l i t e r a t e  n a t i o n .  I n  o rd e r  t o  in s u r e  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  

A l c u i n ' s  p rog ram , th e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c h o l a r s  and 

e d u c a to r s  were s e n t  f o r  e i t h e r  from  w i t h in  th e  C a r o l in g i a n

dom ains o r  o u t s id e  them. Many were c a l l e d  t o  ta k e  p a r t  i n

th e  p rogram , w hich , i f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  would a c h ie v e  th e  

l i t e r a c y  o f  th e  c le r g y  and s e t  th e  fram ew ork f o r  l a y  edu­

c a t i o n  a s  w e l l .  Those who were c a l l e d  were made b is h o p s  o r 

a b b o t s .

T h e o d u lf ,  B ishop  o f  O r le a n s ,  was one o f  th e  p e o p le  

c h o sen  f o r  th e  p r o j e c t .  A Goth by n a t i o n a l i t y ,  an  I t a l i a n  

by b i r t h ,  T h e o d u lf ,  who a l s o  a p p e a re d  a t  th e  c o u r t  o f  

Charlem agne a b o u t  781, d e l i g h t e d  th e  p a la c e  c i r c l e  w i th  

h i s  l i v e l y  and e l e g a n t  v e r s e .  He was one o f  th e  most 

c u l t u r e d  members o f  th e  g roup  and  a  f a v o r i t e  o f  th e  Em­

p e r o r .  T h eo d u lf  cou ld  t a l k  on a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  s t a t e ,  o f  the  

C hu rch , o f  b o o k s .  R e co g n iz in g  h i s  s k i l l s ,  t h e  Emperor

o f t e n  used  him a s  a  m issu s  and s e n t  him o u t  a s  a  r o y a l  en ­

voy on e r r a n d s  o f  d ip lo m acy , law and  a r b i t r a t i o n .  Theo­

d u l f  became th e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p o e t  o f  ~he p a la c e
20a sse m b ly  and was known t o  th e  p a l a t i n e  g r o u p  a s  P i n d a r .  

Charlemagne a s  was h i s  custom  rew ard ed  T h e o d u l f  w i th  th e  See 

o f  O r le a n s .

I n  c e r t a i n  d io c e s e s  o f  th e  r e a lm ,  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  en ­

l i g h t e n e d  b is h o p s  s t r o v e  t o  go c o n s i d e r a b ly  beyond th e
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minimum r e q u i r e m e n ts  s e t  f o r t h  i n  th e  r o y a l  c a p i t u l a r i e s .

Such was T h e o d u lf .  He f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  th e  i m p e r ia l  d e c r e e s .  So e a g e r  was he t h a t  i t  c o u ld  be 

s a i d  w i th o u t  e x a g g e r a t io n  t h a t  Charlemagne p o s s e s s e d  no 

more z e a lo u s  and  e n e r g e t i c  a  b is h o p  in  th e  whole o f  h i s  

v a s t  kingdom. With ex trem e th o ro u g h n e s s  T h e o d u lf  c a r r i e d  

o u t  th e  r o y a l  i n j u n c t i o n  t h a t  s c h o o l s  be e s t a b l i s h e d  in  

c o n n e c t io n  w i th  m o n a s te r ie s  and c a t h e d r a l s .  Much o f  

T h e o d u l f 's  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  and e n th u s ia sm  f o r  th e  ed u ca ­

t i o n a l  d e c r e e s  can  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  T h eo d u lf  

h im s e l f  had been  th e  r e c i p i e n t  of. a  s u p e r i o r  e d u c a t io n  a s  

a  s t u d e n t  i n  S p a in  where C h r i s t i a n  s c h o o ls  s t i l l  e x i s t e d  

and  where a n  unbroken  t r a d i t i o n  o f  e d u c a t io n  from  th e  days 

o f  I s i d o r e  c o n t in u e d .  T h is  e d u c a t io n  l e f t  him  w i th  a  g r e a t  

f e e l i n g  f o r  works o f  a r t  and a  lo v e  o f  p r e c i o u s  t h i n g s .  

A l c u i n ' s  p l a n  t o  s e c u re  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  men who were l e a r n e d  

and  f u l l  o f  z e a l  bo re  f r u i t  w i th  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  T h e o d u lf .  

H is  c o n t r i b u t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  so m e th in g  t h a t  m ust be s e r i o u s l y  

c o n s id e r e d  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  C a r o l in g i a n  r e v i v a l .

While o t h e r  b ish o p s  c a r r i e d  o u t  th e  p l a n  f o r  th e  u n i ­

v e r s a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  Theoduli* in t r o d u c e d  a  

n o v e l t y  i n t o  th e  schem e. He was th e  f i r s t  t o  a s s e r t  th e  

p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  e le m e n ta ry  e d u c a t io n  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  g r a t u ­

i t o u s l y .  I n  e v e ry  p a r i s h  o f  h i s  d io c e s e  he o rg a n iz e d  

s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e - c h i l d r e n  e x h o r t i n g  th e  p r i e s t s  t o  e x a c t  no
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f e e s  f o r  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g .  H is works on t h i s  s u b j e c t  make i t  

c l e a r .

" L e t  p r i e s t s  h o ld  s c h o o ls  in  th e  towns and v i l l a g e s  
and i f  any o f  th e  f a i t h f u l  w ish  t o  e n t r u s t  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  t o  them f o r  th e  l e a r n i n g  o f  l e t t e r s ,  l e t  
them n o t  r e f u s e  t o  r e c e i v e  and t e a c h  such  c h i l d r e n .  
M oreover, l e t  them te a c h  them from  pure  a f f e c t i o n ,  
rem em bering t h a t  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  ' t h e  w ise  s h a l l  s h in e  
a s  th e  s p le n d o r  o f  th e  firm am ent*  and th e y  t h a t  i n ­
s t r u c t  many in  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  s h a l l  s h in e  a s  th e  
s t a r s  f o r e v e r  and f o r e v e r .  And l e t  them e x a c t  no 
p r i c e  from th e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g ,  no r  
r e c e i v e  a n y th in g  from them , sa v e  w hat t h e i r  p a r e n t s  
may o f f e r  v o l u n t a r i l y  and from  a f f e c t i o n . "21

The s c h o o l s  were th u s  no l o n g e r  r e s t r i c t e d  f o r  th o s e  who 

w ished  t o  e n t e r  th e  p r i e s t h o o d .  The Sunday serm on became 

a  s t a n d a r d  f e a t u r e  o f  w o rsh ip  a s  w e l l  a s  a  v e h i c l e  o f  i n ­

s t r u c t i o n  u n d er  T h eo d u lf  and  o t h e r  b i s h o p s  te n d e d  t o  f o l lo w  

t h i s  p r a c t i c e . ^

So com m itted  was T h eo d u lf  t o  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  u n d e r­

t a k i n g  t h a t  he a l s o  a c q u i r e d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  w r i t e r  o f  

s c h o o l  b o ok s . He was a p p a r e n t l y  m o t iv a te d  b y  a  d e s i r e  t o  

p o p u la r i z e  th e  b a s i c  t e n e t s  o f  the  s e v e n  l i b e r a l  a r t s  so  

t h a t  th e y  would be more d i g e s t i b l e  f o r  young  a n d  t e n d e r  

m inds . T h eo d u lf  o b v io u s ly  e m p a th iz ed  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  who had 

no o r  v e ry  l i t t l e  knowledge and who were s u d d e n ly  exposed  

t o  th e  t r iv i u m  and  q u a d r iv iu m , t o  P r i s c i a n  a n d  M art ian u s  

Cape 1 1 a . I n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  p o p u l a r i z e  and make more compre­

h e n s i b le  the  se v en  l i b e r a l  a r t s ,  he composed i n  s im p le  

L a t i n  v e r s e  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  supposed  t r e e  o f  s c i e n c e

w hich he caused  t o  be drawn and p o i n t e d ,  t h e  p a r t s  o f  w hich



- 1 2 -

were th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  th e  t r iv i u m  and  q u a d r iv iu m . T h is
23im a g in a t iv e  c o n c o c t io n  i s  h i s  Carmina d[e se s te jn  a r t i b u s .

As Drane p o i n t s  o u t ,  T h e o d u l f 's  a t t e m p t  t o  s c a t t e r  th e

th o rn y  p a th  o f  l e a r n i n g  w i th  th e  f lo w e r s  o f  im a g in a t io n  was

in d eed  commendable f o r  a  s c h o l a r  who had a t  l e a s t  a  t i n c t u r e
2ko f  G reek and Hebrew.

I n  a  p e r io d  which i s  c o n s id e r e d  by many t o  have been  an  

age o f  i n f e r i o r  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e r e  were s c h o o l s  q u i t e  more 

numerous th a n  one would su p p o s e .  The s c h o o l s  were a  v e ry  

im p o r ta n t  f e a t u r e  o f  l i f e  in  O r le a n s ,  and  th e y  p ro v id e  th e  

d i r e c t  c o n te x t  from which th e  l a t e r  u n i v e r s i t y  would em erge . 

While many o f  th e  s c h o o ls  d a te  back f u r t h e r  t h a n  th e  

C a r o l i n g i a n  p e r i o d ,  under T h eo d u lf  th e y  became b e t t e r  o r ­

g a n iz e d  and a c q u i r e d  a  d i r e c t  s e n se  o f  p u rp o s e .

The p r i n c i p a l  s c h o o ls  a t  th e  t im e  o f  T h e o d u lf  were 

S a in te  C ro ix  or th e  c a t h e d r a l  s c h o o l ,  S t  A ig n a n , S t  L i f a r d  

de Meung and S t  B e n o i t  s u r  L o ire  o r  F le u r y  a s  i t  was m ost 

commonly c a l l e d .  J F o l lo w in g  T h e o d u l f ' s  d e a th  th e  p r e c e ­

d e n t s  he e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  e d u c a t io n  rem a in ed  v i t a l .  The 

s c h o o l s  c o n t in u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n ,  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o n t in u e d  t o  

be t a u g h t ,  o th e r  re fo rm s  to o k  p la c e  which f a v o r a b l y  a f f e c t e d  

l e t t e r s  i n  m o n a s te r ie s .  Here and  t h e r e  a n o tn e r  e x c e p t i o n a l  

man l i k e  T h eo d u lf  emerged t o  c r e a t e  a n o th e r  e x c e p t i o n a l  

s i t u a t i o n ,  and s o  th e  s t a t e  o f  l e t t e r s  i n  th e  L o i r e  V a l le y  

p r o s p e r e d .  By th e  e l e v e n t h  c e n tu r y  t h e r e  w^re many s c h o o l s
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t h e r e , and  t h e i r  fame had s p r e a d  beyond th e  c o n f in e s  o f  th e  

L o ire  V a l le y  th ro u g h o u t  F ra n ce  and Europe and a s  f a r  away 

a s  E n g la n d .

Of th e  e a r l y  s c h o o ls  a t  O r le a n s ,  one o f  th e  m ost f a ­

mous was F l e u r y .  A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i t s  fame and p r e s t i g e  

d e r iv e d  from th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  rem a in s  o f  S t  B e n e d ic t  were
2 ftb u r i e d  t h e r e .  I n  6?2 th e  rem a in s  o f  S t  B e n e d ic t  became

th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  abbey o f  F l e u r y .  The ab bey  i t s e l f  had

b een  founded  by Leodebod, a b b o t  o f  S t  A ignan in  th e  r e i g n  o f
27D a g o b e r t ,  some tim e betw een 630 and 650. I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  

t o  f i x  th e  d a te  any  more p r e c i s e l y .  A t th e  t im e  o f  i t s  

f o u n d a t i o n ,  th e  abbey  came i n t o  c o m p e t i t io n  w i th  a n o th e r  

n e a rb y  a b b e y ,  t h a t  o f  S t  Mesmin de Micy, th e  e a r l i e s t  known 

m o n as te ry  o f  th e  r e g i o n ,  founded  i n  498 and g iv e n  t o  th e  

b i s h o p  o f  O rlean s  by C l o v i s .  A t th e  tim e i t  was th e  g r e a t e s t  

r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  r e g i o n .  Jtiummole, th e  secon d  

a b b o t  o f  F l e u r y ,  how ever, h i t  upon th e  i d e a  o f  s e n d in g  some 

o f  th e  monks t o  I t a l y  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  re m a in s  o f  S t  Bene­

d i c t .  The envoys were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e i r  m is s io n ,  and  th e

body o f  th e  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  B e n e d ic t in e  o r d e r  was b ro u g h t  t o
28F l e u r y  a b o u t  672. From t h a t  tim e th e  abbey  e n jo y e d  g r e a t  

c e l e b r i t y .  C o u n t le s s  m i r a c l e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have ta k e n  p la c e  

a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  r e l i c s ,  a i d  t h e s e  m i r a c l e s  

have been  r e c o u n te d  in  th e  c o p io u s  volumes p rodu ced  by th e  

monks o f  F l e u r y . ^
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P le u r y  was one o f  th e  m o n a s te r ie s  a t  which l e t t e r s  

were c u l t i v a t e d  w i th  th e  m ost a r d o r .  As an  abbey  i t  a l s o  

en jo y e d  th e  ad v an tag e  o f  o u t s t a n d in g  l e a d e r s h i p .  I n  963 

R ic h a rd  succeed ed  Wulfade a s  a b b o t  o f  F l e u r y .  He i s

i n d i c a t i v e  o f  th e  typ e  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  th e  abbey  o f

F le u r y  e n jo y e d .  He imbued a p ro fo u n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  

im p o rtan ce  o f  l e a r n in g  in  th e  monks. As a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  

he deemed l e a r n in g  a  w orthy  and p o w e rfu l  a l l y  o f  th e  mon­

a s t i c  l i f e . ^ 0

I n  988 F l e u r y  came u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  monk 

Abbo whose l e a d e r s h ip  le d  t o  th e  enhancem ent o f  i t s  r e p u t a ­

t i o n . ^ *  Abbo was bo rn  in  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  O r le a n s  and a s  a

c h i l d  he was b ro u g h t  t o  F l e u r y  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  by h i s  p a r ­

e n t s .  T h is  was a b o u t  957 o r 958 when W ulfade was a b b o t .  A t 

F le u r y  he e a g e r l y  fo l lo w ed  th e  t h r e e f o l d  and  f o u r f o l d  p a th s  

o f  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s ,  th e  t r i v i u m  and q u a d r iv iu m .  He was 

su ch  a  keen  s t u d e n t  t h a t  h i s  b io g r a p h e r  A im o in , a l s o  a  monk 

o f  F l e u r y ,  t e l l s  us t h a t  a s  a  b oy , Abbo n e e d e d  o n ly  one 

t e l l i n g  from h i s  t e a c h e r s .  He im m e d ia te ly  u n d e r s to o d  a l l

t h a t  he was t a u g h t  and h id  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  d e e p  i n  h i s
32m ind. So p r e c o c io u s  and g i f t e d  was Abbo a s  a  s t u d e n t ,  

t h a t  he wanted t o  h e a r  th e  l e s s o n s  o f  o t h e r  m a s te r s  i n  

F r a n c e .  I n  t h i s  way he became a  s t u d e n t  o f  H e r b e r t ' s .

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  Abbo c a r r i e d  o v e r  t o  h i s  

own m o n a s t ic  s c h o o l  a t  F l e u r y  where he was a p p o in t e d
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w n h o la g t lc u s  upon h i s  r e t u r n ,  th e  b ro ad  program  o f  s t u d i e s

and i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  he had a c q u i r e d  u n d e r  G e r b e r t .  As a

t e a c h e r  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  g i a n t ,  he gave d e c i s i v e  im pulse  t o
33t h e  l a t e r  s tu d iu m  t h a t  grew in  O r le a n s .  J

An i n c r e d i b l y  l a r g e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have

a t t e n d e d  Abbo*s l e c t u r e s .  I t  has  been  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  a t

t h i s  tim e t h e r e  were a s  many a s  5»000 s t u d e n t s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e

a t  th e  l e c t u r e s .  They came t o  h e a r  A b b o 's  l e c t u r e s  on

a s tro n o m y , m a th e m a tic s ,  c h ro n o lo g y  and  grammar. I t  i s  s a i d

t h a t  in  g r a t i t u d e ,  each  s t u d e n t  made a  g i f t  o f  two manu-
35s c r i p t s  t o  h i s  p r o f e s s o r  upon g r a d u a t i n g .  ^ B ecause o f  

t h i s  cu stom , F l e u r y  a c q u i r e d  one o f  th e  r i c h e s t  and m ost 

v a lu a b le  l i b r a r i e s  i n  a l l  o f  E u ro p e . So r e p u t a b l e  and v a s t  

was th e  c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  G e r b e r t  r e p o r t e d l y  i n q u i r e d  o f  th e  

monks o f  F l e u r y  whenever he was i n  need  o f  a  book . He was 

a lm o s t  c e r t a i n  t o  f i n d  i t  t h e r e .  U l t im a te ly  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

o f  th e  m a n u s c r ip ts  i n  tie  c o l l e c t i o n  p a s se d  i n t o  th e  hands o f  

Queen C h r i s t i n a  o f  Sweden, and th u s  to d ay  c a n  be found in  

th e  V a t ic a n  c o l l e c t i o n . ^

The i n t e l l e c t u a l  renown o f  Abbo was su c h  t h a t  he was 

s u r p a s s e d  o n ly  by G e r b e r t ,  th e  o u t s t a n d in g  g e n iu s  o f  h i s  

d a y ,  i n  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n .  The ran g e  o f  Abbo’s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

i n t e r e s t s  was v a s t .  H is  pen  to u ch ed  su ch  s u b j e c t s  a s  

d i a l e c t i c s  and grammar, p a t r i s t i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p a p a l  h i s t o r y ,  

canon law , and m a th e m a tic s .  He was a  p r o l i f i c  a u t h o r ,  and
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d u r in g  th e  y e a r  he r e s i d e d  i n  E ng land  he p roduced  two w orks ,
37Q u a e s t lo n e s  gram m aticae  and a L i f e  o f  S t  F.dmund. Among

th e  many a u th o r s  c i t e d  by Abbo a r e  H o ra c e ,  V i r g i l ,  T e re n c e ,

Lucan and J u v e n a l .  He a l s o  a p p e a rs  t o  have had a  good

command o f  G r e e k . U n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Abbo, a t t e n t i o n

was g iv e n  t o  grammar, l o g i c ,  m a th em a tic s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  th e

s tu d y  o f  S c r i p t u r e s  and the  Church F a t h e r s .  Abbo adm onished

h i s  h e a r e r s  a b o u t  th e  th o r n s  o f  s i n  and warned t h a t  th e

b a t t l e  was a g a i n s t  th e  v i c e s  o f  th e  f l e s h .  I n  th e  b a t t l e

he deemed t h a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  l e t t e r s  would be o f  a d v a n ta g e  t o

them p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  c o m p o s i t io n .  He h im s e l f

a  s t u d i o u s  man s c a r c e l y  l e t  p a s s  a  moment when he was n o t
39r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  o r  d i c t a t i n g .  ^

I n  th e  y e a r  t h a t  Abbo was away in  E n g la n d ,  F l e u r y  was 

d i r e c t e d  by a n o th e r  o u t s t a n d in g  s c h o l a r ,  C o n s t a n t i n e .  Dur­

in g  t h i s  p e r io d  th e  in te rd e p e n d e n c e  and i n t e r a c t i o n  betw een  

F l e u r y  and Rheims c o n t in u e d .  G e r b e r t  and C o n s ta n t in e  

c a r r i e d  on a  volum inous c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  much o f  which d e a l t  

w i th  th e  most s o p h i s t i c a t e d  m a th e m a tic a l  p ro b le m s .  I n  f a c t

i t  was t o  C o n s ta n t in e  t o  whom G e r b e r t ' s  t r e a t i s e  Dg Abaco 
bOwas d e d i c a t e d .

The t e n t h  c e n tu r y  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t e a c h in g  

a t  F l e u r y .  The g r a d u a te s  o f  th e  s c h o o l  were many and n o t a b l e .  

The b a s t a r d  son  o f  Hugh C a p e t ,  G a u z l in ,  was one g r a d u a te  who 

s u b s e q u e n t ly  became a b b o t  o f  th e  m o n a s te ry .  A lth o u g h  he
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e n c o u n te re d  o p p o s i t io n  from th e  o t h e r  monks b ecau se  o f  h i s  

i l l e g i t i m a t e  b i r t h ,  G a u z l in  n e v e r t h e l e s s  su cceed ed  in  g a i n ­

in g  numerous d o n a t io n s  f o r  th e  m o n as te ry  and was a  z e a lo u s  

d e fe n d e r  o f  i t s  r i g h t s .  One r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  s u c c e s s  was th e  

h ig h  r e g a r d  and  es teem  t h a t  h i s  b r o t h e r  R o b e r t  th e  P io u s  

f e l t  f o r  him.

The monks o f  F le u r y  were p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r s .  D uring  th e  

abbacy  o f  G a u z l in ,  Aimoin w ro te  th e  "Deeds o f  th e  F ren ch ?"  

th e  " H i s to r y  o f  th e  A bbots o f  F l e u r y , "  and  th e  " L i f e  o f  

Abbo." N a t u r a l l y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  th e  w r i t i n g  fo c u s e d  upon 

th e  l i f e  o f  S t  B e n e d ic t .  A rnou l w ro te  a b o u t  th e  m i r a c l e s ,  

C o n s ta n t in e  composed a  m u s ic a l  p ie c e  a b o u t  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  

th e  r e l i c s  o f  th e  s a i n t ,  Eude w ro te  i n  h e r o i c  v e r s e  a b o u t  

h i s  l i f e ,  and  Geraud and G o n ta rd ,  l e s s  w e l l  known monks, 

w ro te  i n  a  s i m i l a r  v e in .  I n  th e  e a r l y  e l e v e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  

H e lg au d , a n o th e r  monk o f  F l e u r y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w r i t i n g  a  

b io g ra p h y  o f  R o b e r t  the  P i o u s ,  a l s o  composed one a b o u t  

G a u z l in .  Of th e s e  a u t h o r s ,  Aimoin and H e lgaud , a l s o  s e r v e d  

a s  a b b o ts  o f  F l e u r y .  A n o th e r  a b b o t  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  r e p u t a ­

t i o n  was th e  p o e t  R aoul T o r t a i r e  who t a u g h t  v e r s i f i c a t i o n  
42t o  th e  y o u th s .

From t h e i r  i n c e p t i o n ,  s t u d i e s  a t  F le u r y  were main­

t a i n e d  i n  a  c o n t i n u a l  s t a t e  o f  b r i l l i a n c e .  The o n ly  

a p p a r e n t  i n t e r r u p t i o n  o c c u r re d  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  the  

V ik in g  i n v a s io n s .  I n  853« 854 , 8 63 , 877 and 8?8 t h e r e  were
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a t t a c k s  . Each t im e  the  monks f l e d  t a k i n g  w i th  them th e  m ost
43im p o r ta n t  p o s s e s s i o n s .  I n  911 F le u r y  was s p a r e d .  J When 

th e  monks were a b le  to  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  c l o i s t e r *  th e y  found 

b o th  i t  and t h e i r  own l i v e s  i n  h a p le s s  c o n f u s io n .  F o r  some 

tim e t h i s  c o n t in u e d  and the  monks were i n  no mood f o r  d i s ­

c i p l i n e .  F i n a l l y  in  930 when Odo became a b b o t*  s t u d i e s
iiJ.

were r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e i r  s t a t e  o f  b r i l l i a n c e .  The abbey  

was h i g h ly  p r a i s e d  and p o in te d  t o  a s  an  exam ple t o  be emu­

l a t e d .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  th e  a rc h b i s h o p s  o f  Lyon* T o u rs ,

Sens* Bourges and Rheim s, Leo VII recommended F l e u r y  a s  a n
he.

example t o  be f o l lo w e d .  J

The o th e r  im p o r ta n t  s c h o o l  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  was S a in te

C ro ix ,  th e  c a t h e d r a l  s c h o o l .  I t  was e q u a l l y  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s

F le u r y  i f  n o t  more s o .  The c a t h e d r a l  i t s e l f  was begun by

S a i n t  E u v e r t ,  one o f  th e  f i r s t  b i s h o p s  o f  O r le a n s*  and h i s
46s u c c e s s o r*  S t  A ig n an , e n la r g e d  upon th e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n s .

L ike F l e u r y  th e  c a t h e d r a l  s c h o o l  a l s o  p r o f i t e d  from  ex ­

c e p t i o n a l l y  c a p a b le  l e a d e r s h ip *  t h a t  o f  T h e o d u lf*  Jonas*  

W u lf in ,  Boece and Agius* t o  name b u t  a  few . e

I n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  c a t h e d r a l  s c h o o l  i s  however much 

more s k e tc h y  th a n  i s  t h a t  a b o u t  F l e u r y .  One? f e a t u r e  o f  

i n t e r e s t  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m u s ic a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  h e ld  a  h ig h  

p la c e  o f  honor a t  S a in te  C ro ix .  I t  was a t  S a i n t e  C ro ix  i n

f a c t  t h a t  Abbo h im s e l f  was s e n t  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  f i r s t  m u s ic a l  
48i n s t r u c t i o n .  A p p a re n t ly  even  a t  th e  t im e  o f  T h eo d u lf



m usic was an  im p o r ta n t  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  c u r r i c u lu m .

A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  e l e v e n t h  c e n tu r y  th e  s c h o o l  o f

S a in te  C ro ix  was d i r e c t e d  by two l e a r n e d  m a s te r s ,  S te p h en  and

L i s o i u s .  T h e i r  o rth o d o x y  was s t r o n g l y  s u s p e c t e d ,  how ever,
bo

and in  1022 th e y  were condemned by R o b e r t  th e  P i o u s .

The h e re s y  was q u i t e  p e r n i c io u s  and q u i t e  w id e s p re a d .  H e r i -  

b e r t ,  a n o th e r  m a s te r  who t a u g h t  a t  S t  P i e r r e  l e  P u e l l i e r  

was a l s o  acc u sed  o f  b e in g  a  member o f  th e  h e r e t i c a l  Mani- 

chean  s e c t .  The h e re s y  a t  O r le a n s  was d i s c o v e r e d  by a  c l e r k  

named H u b e r t .^ 0

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  th e  s i l e n t  and  u n s u s p e c te d  

way t h a t  th e  s e c t  grew . S te p h e n ,  one o f  th e  l e a d e r s ,  had 

been  c o n f e s s o r  t o  th e  queen  o f  F r a n c e .  H is c o l l e a g u e  

L i s o iu s  was a l s o  f a m i l i a r  t o  th e  k in g  and c o u r t .  Even th e  

c o u n c i l  t h a t  condemned them a d m i t te d  t h a t  th e y  were d i s ­

t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  t h e i r  w is d o m .^

As t o  th e  o r i g i n  o f  th e  s e c t ,  we know l i t t l e .  The 

A c ts  o f  th e  Synod o f  O rlea n s  r e a l l y  o f f e r  no c l u e .  Among 

c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  Ademar o f  C habann is  a lo n e  d e s c r i b e s  i t  a s  

M anichean and t r a c e s  i t  t o  a  c e r t a i n  R u s t i c u s . ^ 2 On th e  

o t h e r  han d , R aou l G la b e r  s a y s  i t  was im p o rted  from  I t a l y  by 

a woman. ^ T h is  c o n f l i c t  among th e  s o u r c e s  on th e  O rlea n s  

h e r e s y  which m e r i te d  th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  e x e c u t i o n  f o r  

h e r e s y  has  p la g u e d  h i s t o r i a n s .  A t any  r a t e  we can  a g re e  

w i th  P o o le  i n  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t  th e  d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  th e
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h e re s y  a t  O r lea n s  was a s s i s t e d  by th e  r e v i v i n g  s p i r i t  o f  

i n q u i r y  which was a l r e a d y  m a n i f e s t i n g  i t s e l f  a s  a  p o w e rfu l  

f o r c e  i n  F r a n c e .

Some tim e a f t e r  t h i s  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t ,  E n g e l b e r t ,  a  

fo rm e r  s t u d e n t  o f  F u l b e r t  o f  C h a r t r e s ,  became M aste r  a t  

S a i n t e  C ro ix  and began h i s  l e c t u r i n g .  Once a g a i n  th e  s c h o o l  

o f  S a in te  C ro ix  a c q u i r e d  a  famous r e p u t a t i o n .  Among E n g e l ­

b e r t ' s  s t u d e n t s  was one G e ra rd  who b u i l t  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  

p h i l o s o p h e r . ^  Around 10^8 Adelman, d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  s c h o o l  

o f  L ie g e ,  came t o  a s s i s t  E n g e l b e r t  i n  th e  p u b l i c  l e s s o n s .  

A n o th e r  S c h o la r  c o n n ec te d  w i th  th e  s c h o o l  was R o b e r t
*57d 'A n g e r s ,  one o f  th e  most famous t e a c h e r s  o f  h i s  t im e .

A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  th e  s c h o o l  was 

d i r e c t e d  by A l f r e d  and J a c q u e s .  The M ilanese  h i s t o r i a n
ea

X ando lf  o f  S t  P a u l  s tu d i e d  t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t im e .

The e p i s c o p a l  s c h o o l  e n jo y e d  a  w orthy  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  

b o th  th e  e l e v e n th  and t w e l f t h  c e n t u r i e s .  One o f  th e  most 

famous g r a d u a t e s  o f  th e  c a t h e d r a l  s c h o o l  was S te p h e n  o f  

T ournay . S te p h en  s u p p l i e s  u s  w i th  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  in fo rm a ­

t i o n  a b o u t  fo rm er  s t u d e n t s .  Three su ch  s t u d e n t s ,  Jo h n , 

W il l ia m , and R o b e r t ,  worked f o r  Pope A le x an d e r  I I I  and 

L u c iu s  I I I  a s  s e c r e t a r i e s .  M aurice de S u l l y ,  a  famous 

b is h o p  o f  P a r i s ,  was a n o th e r  s t u d e n t .  Y e t  a n o th e r  was 

H i l a i r e ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  O r l e a n s ,  who d i r e c t e d  th e  s c h o o l  t h e r e  

and a l s o  th e  s c h o o l s  o f  v a r i o u s  towns i n  F r a n c e ,  among them



A n g e rs .  O ther s t u d e n t s  in c lu d e d  B audry , B ishop o f  D o l ,

Odo, B ishop  of C am brai, J o f f r i d e ,  Abbot o f  C ro y la n d . Both 

J o f f r i d e  and Odo were n a t i v e s  o f  O r lea n s  a s  w e l l  a s  

p r o d u c t s  o f  th e  e p i s c o p a l  s c h o o l .  J o f f r i d e ,  who was v e ry  

w e l l  v e r s e d  in  s a c r e d  and p ro fa n e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  to o k  th e  

r e l i g i o u s  h a b i t  a t  S a i n t  E v ro u l  and c r o s s e d  th e  c h a n n e l  t o  

E n g la n d ,  where he sp re a d  th e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  h i s  n a t i v e  

v i l l a g e . T h e  l i s t  co u ld  go on and on. E x ce p t  f o r  the  

V ik in g  in v a s io n s  which a l s o  i n t e r r u p t e d  s t u d i e s  a t  F l e u r y ,  

S a i n t e  C ro ix  e n jo y e d  a  p ro s p e ro u s  h i s t o r y  o f  academ ic  

g ro w th .

A p p a re n t ly  th e  love  o f  l e a r n i n g  and l e t t e r s  which 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e o o f  O rlean s  

was n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  the  s c h o o ls  and t o  th e  c l e r i c s  who r e ­

s id e d  t h e r e .  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  a n  i n t e r e s t  among th e  l a i t y  

a l s o  were e v id e n t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  m e d ie v a l  p e r i o d .  A l a r g e  

p a r t  o f  th e  l a i t y  a t  O r lean s  o b v io u s ly  a l s o  c o n t in u e d  t o  be 

l i t e r a t e .  F o r  exam ple , i n  th e  n i n t h  c e n t u r y ,  J o n a s ,  B ishop  

o f  O r le a n s ,  T h e o d u l f 's  s u c c e s s o r ,  composed a t r e a t i s e  

c a l l e d  De I n s t i t u t i o n e  L a i c a l i  which was w r i t t e n  f o r  and 

d e d ic a t e d  t o  Count M alfred  o f  O r le a n s .  The c o u n t  be lo n g ed  

t o  a  g ro u p  o f  laymen u n der  L o u is  th e  P io u s  *no to o k  an  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h in g s  i n t e l l e c t u a l . ^ 0

C e r t a i n l y  th e  r o l e  o f  R o b e r t  th e  P io u s  i n  th e  d e v e lo p ­

ment o f  O rlea n s  c a n n o t  be o v e rlo o k e d  e i t h e r .  O r le a n s  was
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h i s  f a v o r i t e  r e g i a  u r b l s  and  home o f  th e  k in g ,  th e  second  

C a p e t ia n  r u l e r  o f  F rance  who r e ig n e d  from 996 t o  1031. 

R ic h e r ,  R o b e r t ' s  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t ,  t e l l s  us how w e l l  v e r s e d  

R o b e r t  was in  d iv in e  and canon law and how he a p p l i e d  him­

s e l f  t o  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  R aou l G la b e r  i s  a n o th e r  o f  th e  

a u th o r s  who sp e ak s  o f  R o b e r t ' s  l e a r n i n g .

Having  s t u d i e d  und er  G e r b e r t  a t  th e  c a t h e d r a l  s c h o o l  

o f  R heim s, R o b e r t  was th e  f i r s t  C a p e t ia n  t o  whom a knowl­

edge o f  L a t in  c o u ld  be a s c r i b e d .  An i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  h i s  

s c h o l a r l y  r e p u t a t i o n  can  be g le a n e d  from  some docum ents o f  

th e  p e r i o d  i n  w hich he i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " r e g n a n te  re g e  

p h i lo s o p h o ." ^ 1 B ecause o f  h i s  own s c h o l a r l y  n a tu r e  and lo v e  

o f  th e  c i t y  o f  O r le a n s ,  we can  o n ly  assume t h a t  R o b e r t  m ust 

have had a  d i r e c t  im pact upon th e  tow n. T h is  im p a c t  was n o t  

s im p ly  p o l i t i c a l .  I t  e n t a i l e d  s u s t a i n i n g  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

l i f e  and  v i t a l i t y  o f  th e  r e g i o n .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  w i th o u t  

d o u b t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t o  th e  f r e q u e n t  r e s i d e n c e  o f  

th e  k in g  i n  O r lea n s  th e  r a p i d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g row th  and  im­

p o r t a n c e  o f  th e  r e g i o n .

The c o n d i t i o n s  a t  O r le a n s  were q u i t e  f a v o r a b le  t o  

s c h o l a s t i c  g ro w th .  S ch o o ls  were b u i l t  up in  th e  e a r l y  p e r ­

io d  and a  c o n s i s t e n t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  academ ic  t e a c h in g  was 

m a in ta in e d .  While t h e r e  were d i g r e s s i o n s  from th e  p a th  o f  

l e a r n i n g  b ecau se  o f  th e  o v e r a l l  c o u rs e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s ,  

th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  academ ic  t e a c h i n g  was s o  d e e p ly  i n g r a in e d
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t h a t  th e s e  i n c i d e n t s ,  once p a s s e d ,  were m ere ly  momentary 

i n t e r r u p t i o n s .  The good f o r t u n e  o f  o u t s t a n d in g  l e a d e r s h i p  

c o n t in u e d ,  and th e  s c h o o ls  c o n t in u e d  t o  t h r i v e .  The o v e r a l l  

g e n e r a l  en v iro n m en t was f a v o r a b l e  t o  s c h o l a s t i c  g ro w th .

There were many s t u d e n t s ,  a  p l e n t i f u l  s u p p ly  o f  lo d g in g s  

and fo o d ,  and o b v io u s ly  a  p e rm anen t body o f  m a s t e r s .  Con­

d i t i o n s  were s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  p r e e m in e n t ly  e n jo y e d  by P a r i s .  

The s c h o o ls  a t  O r le a n s ,  l o c a t e d  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a  b u s t l i n g  

town, a t  th e  h ighways o f  t r a d e ,  com m unica tion  and p i lg r i m a g e ,  

p roved  an  a d d i t i o n a l  a t t r a c t i o n .  The e m in e n t  custom  o f  

g r a t u i t o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t in u e d  a t  O r le a n s  and  was a l s o  one 

o f  th e  c o n t r i b u t o r y  f a c t o r s  t h a t  l e d  t o  th e  e x t e n s i o n  and 

g row th  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  a t  O r lea n s  i n t o  a  u n i v e r s i t y .

From t h i s  background  and c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  O r le a n s  em erged. O ther  f a c t o r s  would l a t e r  a f f e c t  i t s  

g row th  and r e p u t a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  t h e s e  em b ry o n ic  s t a g e s ,  i t  

d e v e lo p ed  in  a  f a s h i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

P a r i s  which grew o u t  o f  th e  c a t h e d r a l  s c h o o l  o f  N o tre  Dame. 

Y et P a r i s  i t s e l f  would n o t  have a c q u i r e d  t h e  fame and r e p u t a ­

t i o n  i t  d id  had i t  n o t  been  f o r  th e  o t h e r  c e n t e r s  o f  l e a r n ­

in g  which had e x i s t e d  th e re *  th e  c o l l e g i a - t e  c h u rc h  o f  

S a i n t e  G enevieve where A b e la rd  t a u g h t  and  flfche abbey  o f  S t  

V i c t o r .  Such was th e  c a se  o f  O r le a n s  w h ic h  em erged a l s o  a s  

th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  fame and r e p u t a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  famous and
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c e l e b r a t e d  s c h o o ls  o r c e n t e r s  o f  l e a r n i n g  i n  th e  m i l i e u .
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CHAPTER I I  

ORLEANS IN THE 1 2 th  CENTURY 

THE RENOWNED SCHOOLS OF 

CLASSICAL STUDIES AND GRAMMAR

I n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  the  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  O r lea n s  g a in e d  

h ig h  renown f o r  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  i t s  s c h o o ls  whose r e p u ­

t a t i o n  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  th e  a r t s  c u lm in a te d  i n  the  l a t t e r  

p a r t  o f  th e  c e n t u r y .  I n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  i t s  fame e c l i p s e d

t h a t  o f  o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and was f r e q u e n t l y  commented

upon by  con tem po ra ry  a u t h o r s .  Such was i t s  r e p u t a t i o n  

t h a t  i t  was c l a s s e d  a s  a  s c h o o l  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  on a  l e v e l

w i th  S a l e r n o ,  Bologna and P a r i s  a s  s c h o o ls  o f  m e d ic in e ,

law and  l o g i c  r e s p e c t i v e l y . *  D u rin g  t h i 3  p e r i o d  th e  

s c h o o l  o f  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  a t  O r le a n s  f l o u r i s h e d  t o  su ch  

a d e g re e  t h a t  i t  was a b le  t o  a t t r a c t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

s c h o l a r s  from  th ro u g h o u t  E u ro p e .

F o r  a  lo n g  p e r io d  o f  th e  M iddle A ges, grammar was 

th e  param ount s u b j e c t  o f  th e  t r i v i u m .  E s s e n t i a l l y  i t  was 

th e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  t r i v i u m  i n  th e  e a r l y  Middle 

A g es , a  s u b j e c t  t h a t  had t o  be m a s te re d  b e f o r e  th e  s t u d e n t  

c o u ld  p r o g r e s s  t o  th e  o t h e r  a r t s .  As s u c h ,  i n  th e  C a ro -
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l i n g i a n  p e r i o d ,  grammar was c o n c e iv e d  a s  th e  so u rc e  and 

f o u n d a t io n  o f  a l l  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  T h is  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  

i n  grammar c o n t in u e d  w e l l  i n t o  th e  e l e v e n t h  and t w e l f t h  

c e n t u r i e s .  The c u r r ic u lu m  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  rem ain ed  

much a s  b e f o r e i  P r i s c i a n  and D onatus were th e  s t a n d a r d  

t e x t s .

But j u s t  a s  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  w i tn e s s e d  a  b ro a d e n in g  

o f  th e  c u r r e n t  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e ,  so  th e  c l a s s i c a l  a u ­

t h o r s  were s t u d i e d  i n  t h i s  p e r io d  w i th  an  e x a c tn e s s  and  a 

freedom  su c h  a s  had n o t  been  known s in c e  th e  l a s t  day s  o f

th e  a n c i e n t  s c h o o l s .  The a n c i e n t  a u th o r s  were r e a d  a s s i d u -  
/

o u s ly  a t  O r l e a n s ,  and r h e t o r i c a l  c o m p o s i t io n  was s t u d i e d  

t h e r e  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  w r i t i n g  o f  p ro se  and p o e t r y .

One a l s o  g e t s  th e  im p re s s io n  t h a t  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  

th e  number o f  c l a s s i c a l  a u th o r s  who were r e a d  s t e a d i l y  

w id e n ed . T h is  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v id e n t  a t  O r le a n s .  The 

r e a d i n g  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  which had f o rm e r ly  b e en  l a r g e l y  

C h r i s t i a n  o r  had moved w i t h in  th e  bounds o f  some a c c e p te d  

a n th o lo g y  now in c lu d e d  m a t e r i a l  which from th e  r e l i g i o u s  

p o i n t  o f  v iew  co u ld  be c l a s s e d  a s  u n d e s i r a b l e .  The i n e v i t a ­

b l e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  was t h a t  murmurs o f  p r o t e s t  began  t o

s w e l l  i n t o  a  v i o l e n t  c h o ru s ,  and f o r  many t h e r e  were moments
2

o f  d o u b t  and  pangs o f  c o n s c ie n c e .  F o r  ex am p le ,  Baudry o f  

B o u rg u e i l  rem inded  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  h i s  h e a r t  and  h i s  mind
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were p u re  even  though  h i s  v e r s e s  c o u ld  be c a l l e d  f r i v o l o u s . v

In  a  s i m i l a r  m anner, Varbod o f  Rennes w ro te  a condem nation
L.

o f  Ovid and h i s  works a s  an  o ld  man. The s c h o o l s ,  how ever, 

were n o t  g iv e n  over t o  th e  e x c l u s i v e  c u l t  o f  e r o t i c  p o e t r y .  

The o ld  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  a  c l a s s i c a l  l e a r n i n g  w i th in  th e  

bounds o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  o u t lo o k  c o n t in u e d  and were ev en  

d e ep en ed . Those s t u d e n t s  who were t o  g a in  a  b ro ad  u n d e r ­

s t a n d in g  o f  th e  c l a s s i c s  were th o s e  t r a i n e d  i n  th e  few 

s c h o o ls  where l i t e r a t u r e  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t u d i e d ,  namely 

C h a r t r e s  and O r le a n s .

The t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  a t  O r lea n s  was a  t r u l y  f a s c i n a t i n g  

p e r i o d .  The r e p u t a t i o n  o f  th e  s c h o o l  o f l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  

was a t  i t s  p e a k .  The m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  l i t e r a r y  f i g u r e s  

o f  th e  p e r i o d ,  Hugh P r im a s ,  A r n u l f  o f  O r l e a n s ,  and Matthew 

o f  Vendome, were e i t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  s c h o o l  o r  

r e f e r  t o  i t  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s .  Y e t ,  d e s p i t e  th e  v i t a l i t y  

o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  s c h o o ls  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  n e v e r  b e fo re  has 

t h i s  p e r io d  b een  t r e a t e d  a s  a  whole i n  r e g a r d  t o  th o s e  who 

t a u g h t  i n  th e  l i t e r a r y  s c h o o ls  o f  O rlea n s  and  what th e  a c t u ­

a l  c o n te n t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  g iv e n  t h e r e  i n c l u d e d .  While 

h i s t o r i e s  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  have been  w r i t t e n  which in c lu d e  

O r le a n s ,  and w h ile  one was w r i t t e n  by Eugene B im benet a b o u t  

O r lea n s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r , ^  th e s e  works have t o t a l l y  n e g le c t e d  

th e  s tu d y  o f  l e t t e r s  and  th e  c l a s s i c s  i n  e v e r y  p e r io d  o f  

th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r le a n s .  T h is  i s  re m a rk a b le  i n  l i g h t
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o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  in  co n tem pora ry  s o u r c e s ,  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  

th e  g l o r i o u s  p e r io d  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  s c h o o ls  and t h e i r  

v i t a l i t y  ab oun d . John  o f  G a r la n d  and H en r i  d ’A n d e l i ,  f o r  

exam ple , were among th e  co n tem p o ra ry  a u th o r s  who spoke 

a b o u t  th e  g l o r y  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  s c h o o l s  a t  O r lean s  th e  

m ost f r e q u e n t l y .  I  do n o t ,  how ever, w ish  t o  s i n g l e  o u t  

B im benet a s  a  s c h o l a r  who com m itted th e  h e in o u s  s i n  o f  

o m is s io n  in  h i s  work. While h i s  p r im a ry  pu rp ose  was t o  

r e l a t e  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  law a t  O r le a n s ,  he 

c o u ld  n o t  h a v e ,  even i f  he chose t o  do s o ,  d e p ic te d  f o r  us 

th e  e n t i r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c l im a te  a t  O r lea n s  l a r g e l y  b ecau se  

th e  l i t e r a r y  g i a n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  s c h o o l  i n  t h i s  

p e r io d  somehow became l o s t  t o  h i s t o r i a n s  and s c h o l a r s  i n  

th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  c e n t u r i e s .  I t  was r e a l l y  n o t  u n t i l  th e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y  t h a t  th e  p r im a ry  s c h o l a r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  

th e  l i t e r a r y  s c h o o l  once a g a i n  became c o n c r e t e l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

and t h i s  was a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t s  o f  many 

s c h o l a r s .

Most s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  th e  a u th o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  O rlea n s  

i n  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  were Hugh, nicknamed th e  P r im a te ,  

A rn u l fu s  R u fu s ,  and Matthew o f  Vendome. These were th e  main 

s c h o l a r s  who g a in e d  f o r  O rlean s  i t s  h ig h  e s tee m  a s  a  l i t e r ­

a r y  c e n t e r .  As a  l i t e r a r y  c e n t e r ,  O r lea n s  makes a  much more 

pagan  im p re s s io n  upon us th a n  i t s  e a r l i e r  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  

C h a r t r e s .  H a sk in s  was one o f  th e  f i r s t  s c h o l a r s  t o  draw



a t t e n t i o n  to  t h i s  f a c t . ^  Hugh and A rn u l f  in  p a r t i c u l a r  

were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  O r le a n s '  h a v in g  a c q u i r e d  th e  n o to r io u s  

r e p u t a t i o n  o f  im p a r t in g  pagan d o c t r i n e s  t o  th e  s t u d e n t s .

T h is  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  g iv e n  was one o f  

th e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  O rleans  was l a t e r  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  c r i t i c ­

ism a s  th e  more l u c r a t i v e  s u b j e c t s  o f  s tu d y  became i n ­

c r e a s i n g l y  p o p u la r .  In d e e d ,  t h e s e  s c h o l a r s  who were men­

t i o n e d  above were c o n t r o v e r s i a l  men who had many d e t r a c t o r s .  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  even  d e t r a c t e d  from  each  o th e r  in  th e  c o u rse  

o f  t h e i r  own b i t t e r  r i v a l r i e s  and f e u d s .  Y et t h e i r  w r i t ­

in g s  and  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g s ,  however u n a t t r a c t i v e  t h e i r  p e r s o n ­

a l i t i e s ,  g iv e  us a  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

m i l i e u  o f  t h i s  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p i t a l .

The fo re m o s t  p o e t  o f  th e  g ro u p  was Hugh. Born a t

O r lea n s  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  he s t u d i e d  th e
7

c l a s s i c s  t h e r e  and rem ained  t o  t e a c h  grammar. Noted f o r  

th e  f a c i l i t y  w i th  which he im p ro v ise d  w i t t y  v e rs e  and  th e  

freedom  w i th  which he r e v e a l e d  co n tem p o ra ry  manners and 

v i c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  o f  th e  c l e r g y ,  H ugh 's  c o n n e c t io n  

w i th  O rlea n s  i s  w e l l  a t t e s t e d  a l th o u g h  he was u n t i l  com­

p a r a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  t im e s  one o f  th e  l e a s t  w e l l  known w r i t e r s  

o f  th e  Middle A ges. A g i a n t  o f  th e  m e d iev a l  l i t e r a r y  s c e n e ,  

Hugh was s u b s e q u e n t ly  c o n fu se d  by l a t e r  s c h o l a r s  w i th  h i s  

German c o u n t e r p a r t ,  th e  A rc h p o e t  o f  C o lo g n e , who w ro te  i n  a
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a
l a t e r  g e n e r a t i o n .  For a  v e ry  lo n g  p e r i o d  h i s  works were 

n e g le c t e d  by s t u d e n t s  o f  m ed iev a l  l i t e r a t u r e .

One o f  th e  f i r s t  s c h o l a r s  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  u n r a v e l  th e

m y s te ry  s u r ro u n d in g  Hugh th e  P r im a te  was Leopold  D e l i s l e *
o

one o f  th e  g r e a t  p io n e e r s  in  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s .  

M o tiva ted  by a  d e s i r e  t o  show e x a c t l y  w hat i t  was t h a t  gave 

th e  l i t e r a r y  s c h o o ls  a t  O r lea n s  su c h  a  w o n d e r fu l  r e p u t a t i o n  

a s  w e l l  a s  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  a t t r a c t  s t u d e n t s  from a s  f a r  a -  

way a s  I t a l y  and England* D e l i s l e  began h i s  p i o n e e r in g  

s t u d i e s .  Because o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  and  in v o lv e m e n t .  D e l i s l e  

was one o f  th e  f i r s t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  a c t u a l  b a s i s  o f  th e  

l e c t u r e s .  He p u b l i s h e d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  many m a t e r i a l s  

and docum ents t h a t  were i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f t h e  l e c t u r e s  g iv e n  

i n  th e  t w e l f t h  and t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  The t a s k  b e fo re  

D e l i s l e  was n o t  a  s im p le  one , f o r  he had t o  keep  i n  mind 

a lw ay s  an  aw are n ess  o f  th e  v a r i o u s  s h i f t s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

r e l a t i v e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t .

However, Hugh th e  P r im a te  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  by s e v e r a l  

co n tem p o ra ry  s o u rc e s  o f  the  f o l lo w in g  c e n t u r i e s .  Among th e  

b e s t  known o f  th e s e  were H e n r i  d 'A n d e l i ,  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  

c e n tu r y  t r o u v e r e ,  and F ra n c e s c o  P ip p in o ,  a  f o u r t e e n t h  

c e n tu r y  I t a l i a n  c h r o n i c l e r .  H e n r i  d 'A n d e l i  c i t e d  Ovid and 

P rim as  o f  O r lea n s  a s  th e  two cham pions o f  grammar i n  h i s  

famous B a t t l e  o f  th e  Seven A r t s . * 0 The a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

Ovid and P rim as  by H e n r i  d 'A n d e l i  i s  in d e e d  i n t e r e s t i n g  and
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i l l u m i n a t i n g ,  f o r  i t  im p l ie s  th e  overw helm ing s t a t u r e  

t h a t  Hugh en jo y e d  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  P i p p i n o 's  s t a t e m e n t  

i n  h i s  C h r o n ic l e ,  " I  m arve l a t  h i s  w o rk s ,"  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  

th e  fame and r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  Hugh en jo y e d  a t  l e a s t  two 

c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r . 11 P ip p in o ,  how ever, u n f o r t u n a t e l y  added 

t o  th e  c o n fu s io n  and m y s te ry  s u r r o u n d in g  th e  p o e t  by d a t ­

in g  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  con tem po ra ry  w i th  F r e d e r i c k  I , d u r in g  

th e  p o n t i f i c a t e  o f  L uc iu s  I I I .  T h is  would have d a te d

H ugh 's  a c t i v i t y  a t  O r lea n s  i n  th e  y e a r s  1181-5* when i n
12f a c t  i t  was i n  th e  m id -c e n tu ry  t h a t  he was a t  O r le a n s .

O ther con tem pora ry  o r  n e a r  co n tem p o ra ry  w r i t e r s  i n  

f a c t  s u p p l i e d  a b u n d an t  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  Hugh th e  P r im a te .  

F o r  exam ple , i t  i s  supposed  t h a t  he was surnam ed P rim as be­

c a u se  he was head o f  th e  s c h o o l s  a t  O r l e a n s .1 ^ W hile he 

was a l i v e ,  he was h a r d ly  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  an y  o t h e r  way. I n

a d d i t i o n  to  H en ri  d 'A n d e l i ,  Jo h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y  a l s o  r e f e r r e d
1^t o  Hugh w i th  th e  a p p e l a t i o n  P r i m a t e .

I n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  D e l i s l e  d i s c o v e r e d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Hugh by h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  one by

Thomas o f  C ap u a ,1 ^ and a  second  by R ic h a rd  o f  P o i t i e r s ,  a

monk o f  C lu n y .1 ^ Thomas o f  Capua c i t e d  Hugh th e  P r im a te  i n

a  c o m p i la t io n  o f  th e  e a r l y  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  o f f e r i n g

th e  b e s t  models o f  rh y th m ic  c o m p o s i t io n !  " d ic ta m in u m .••

t r i a  s u n t  g e n e r a . • .p ro s a ic u m , u t  C a s s i o d o r i ,  m e tr icu m , u t
1 7V i r g i l i i ,  r i th m ic u m , u t  P r i m a t i s . "  W r i t in g  e a r l i e r  t h a n
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Thomas, R ich a rd  o f  P o i t i e r s  w ro te  in  h i s  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y

c h r o n i c l e  o f  a  c e r t a i n  r i m e r ,  a  man o f  base  c o n d i t i o n  and

d i s g r a c e f u l  a p p e a ra n c e ,  whose p l e a s a n t  v e r s e  was in  h ig h

vogue among th e  s t u d e n t s .  The man l i v e d  a t  O r lea n s  and
18was c a l l e d  Hugh, h i s  surname b e in g  th e  P r im a te .  There 

a r e  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  co n tem p o ra ry  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  him . Matthew 

o f  Vendome r e l a t e d  t h a t  he was one o f  H ugh 's  s t u d e n t s  a t  

O r l e a n s .1 ^ S e r l o  o f  W ilton  was a n o th e r  who o f f e r e d  h i s  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  H ugh 's  t a l e n t i  "cum vinum p o to ,  facum l a v o ,  

c o rp o re  l o t o ,  turn fundo lac ry m as  tu n c  v e r s i f i c o r  q u a s i  

p r i m a s . " 20

Mentioned r e p e a t e d l y  a s  th e  o u t s t a n d in g  p o e t  o f  h i s  d a y ,  

Hugh n e v e r t h e l e s s  rem ained  a  shadowy f i g u r e  u n t i l  t h i s  

c e n t u r y .  W hile some f a c t s  a b o u t  h i s  l i f e  em erged , and  some 

a n e c d o te s  were f e r r e t e d  o u t  o f  c h r o n i c l e s  by D e l i s l e  and 

o t h e r s ,  a  c l e a r  im p re s s io n  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  and w r i t i n g  d id  n o t  

become a v a i l a b l e  t o  s c h o l a r s  u n t i l  t h e  r e s e a r c h e s  o f  th e  

German s c h o l a r  W ilhelm Meyer t o t a l l y  and c o m p le te ly  t r a n s ­

form ed t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  Meyer made th e  e x c i t i n g  d i s c o v e r y

o f  some tw e n ty - th r e e  g en u in e  and  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  poems by
21Hugh i n  an  Oxford m a n u s c r ip t .  I n  a  m is c e l l a n e o u s  co rp u s  

o f  a b o u t  two hundred  L a t in  poems, a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  H ugh 's  

v e r s e  was embedded. One o f  th e  poems, "D iv es  eram e t  

d i l e c t u s , "  had p r e v i o u s ly  been  p u b l i s h e d  by W rig h t i n  h i s  

a n th o lo g y  o f  L a t in  p o e t r y ,  b u t  i t  was e r r o n e o u s l y  a t t r i b u t e d
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22t o  W a l te r  Mapes. T h is  e r r o r  o c c u r r e d  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e  p o e t  c l e a r l y  m en tioned  h i s  name more th a n  once .

M eyer 's  d i s c o v e r y  was one o f  p aram oun t im p o r ta n c e .  A t 

l a s t  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  p o e t  who had e x e r c i s e d  su c h  a  m y s t e r i ­

ous and  p o w e rfu l  f a s c i n a t i o n  ove r  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  was 

h e a r d .  An e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t a l e n t  and  a  le g e n d  o f  a  man e -  

merged from t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  poems. D e l i s l e ' s  e a r l i e r  

e s t i m a t i o n  o f  him h e ld  u p . He was Mun ty p e  l e g e n d a i r e . • . l a  

p e r s o n n i f i c a t i o n  de l ' e c o l i e r  f a r c e u r . " 2^

As a  p o e t ,  Hugh was a  t r u e  c r a f t s m a n .  He was a  l o v e r  

o f  words i h i s  knowledge o f  them was so  p r e c i s e  t h a t  he 

c o u ld  a r t f u l l y  b u i ld  th e  m ost d e s c r i p t i v e  c o n t r a s t s .  H is 

I a t i n  was a lw ays c l e a r  and f o r c e f u l ,  and  th e  s a t i r e s  he 

c r e a t e d  were v e ry  o f t e n  s t e e p e d  i n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  venom. One 

o f  th e  most v i v i d  exam ples o f  t h i s  was h i s  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  

Pope L u c iu s i

L uc iu s  e s t  p i s e i s ,  r e x  e t  ty r a n n u s  aquarum  
A quo d i s c o r d a t  L uc iu s  i s t e  parum .

D e v o ra t  h i e  hom ines, h i e  p i s c i b u s  i n s i d i a t u r i  
E s u r i t  h i e  sem per, h i e  a l i q u a n d o  s a t u r .

Amborum v itam  s i  la n x  a e q u a ta  l e v a r e t ,
P lu s  r a t i o n i s  h a b e t  q u i  r a t i o n e  c a r e t .

H is s t y l e  was a l s o  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  by t h e  l i v e l y  d i a ­

log ue  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i t .  The poem "Hoc indumentum" 

i s  a  s t r i k i n g  example o f  h i s  s k i l l  w ith , t h i s  g e n r e  o f  

e x p r e s s i o n i
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"Where d id  you p ic k  up t h a t  c o a t ?  i t  m ust have 
been bough t f o r  a  song!

I s  i t  you r  own?"— "Yes, i t  i s !  But who g a v e ,  
to o k  th e  c o l l a r  a lo n g . "

"Who would p r e s e n t  such  a  g i f t ? " - - " ' twas th e  
b ish o p  who made th e  d o n a t i o n ! "

"The f e l lo w  who gave i t ,  I  s w e a r ,  was p la n n in g  
y o u r  s h e e r  r u i n a t i o n !

Who would have use  f o r  a  c o a t  s a n s  f u r - w i t h  a  
l i n i n g  so  o ld?

J u s t  l e t  a  b l i z z a r d  a p p ro a c h ,  you*11 p e r i s h  o f  
wind and o f  c o l d . " 25

H is v e rs e  was t y p i f i e d  by h i s  p l a y  on words which was th e  

s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  h i s  c o m p o s i t io n .  T e c h n ic a l ly  s p e a k in g ,  

th e  d e v ic e s  he used t o  c r e a t e  h i s  e f f e c t  were a l l i t e r a t i o n ,  

a n a p h o ra ,  and a n t i t h e s i s .  I n  h i s  p l a y  on w o rd s , he l i k e d  

t o  u se  a  s i n g l e  rhyme th r o u g h o u t  th e  lo n g  s t r o p h e s  and 

ev en  t o  v i o l a t e  m e t r i c a l  r u l e s  i n  o rd e r  t o  a c h ie v e  th e  

n o v e l  e f f e c t s  he so  o f t e n  was s u c c e s s f u l  in  a c h i e v i n g .

Hugh was a l s o  p a r t i a l  t o  th e  l e o n in e  h e x am e te r  i n  th e  con­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s  v e r s e .  N e a r ly  h a l f  th e  l i n e s  p u b l i s h e d  

by  W ilhelm Meyer were q u a n t i t a t i v e  e l e g i a c  d i s t i c h s  e n d in g  

i n  two s y l l a b l e  rh y m e s (a -a  b -b  c - c ) .  So g r e a t  was H ugh 's

t a l e n t  t h a t  Raby has c a l l e d  him th e  most o r i g i n a l  o f  a l l
26th e  m ed iev a l  L a t in  p o e t s .

In d eed  Hugh was a  p o e t  o f  g r e a t  o r i g i n a l i t y  and  c r e ­

a t i v i t y .  The range  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  was wide and  q u i t e  

v a r i e d ,  and he chose h i s  s u b j e c t s  a c c o rd in g  t o  h i s  whim and 

f a n c y .  One o f  th e  most o u t s t a n d in g  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  com­

p o s i t i o n  was i t s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and  o r i g i n a l i t y .  I f  he
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d e c id e d  upon a  t a l e  from c l a s s i c a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e n  he t o l d  i t  

i n  h i s  own way. He was n o t  p re o c c u p ie d  w i th  i m i t a t i n g  and 

m odeling  h im s e l f  a f t e r  th e  a n c i e n t  m o d e ls .  More o f t e n  th a n  

n o t ,  how ever, he found h i s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  in  h i s  own l i f e  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  The v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  f o r t u n e  which p lag u e d  

him i n  h i s  c a r e e r  o f t e n  p ro v id e d  th e  fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  

h i s  poems. Y et t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  im ply  t h a t  he was n o t  w e l l  

v e r s e d  i n  th e  c l a s s i c s .  He was a  s c h o l a r  who had p a sse d  

th ro u g h  th e  s c h o o l s ,  composed h i s  e x e r c i s e s ,  r e a d  th e  L a t in  

p o e t s  and knew a l l  th e  t r i c k s  o f  r h e t o r i c .  He c h o s e ,  how­

e v e r ,  t o  u se  h i s  s k i l l  i n  a  q u i t e  o r i g i n a l  way, and t h e  

a s s u ra n c e  w i th  which he d id  t h i s  made th e  poems ev en  more 

n o v e l .

The poems th e m se lv e s  a r e  v e r y  r e v e a l i n g  a b o u t  th e  

a u th o r  and th e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  t im e .  A p ro u d ,  e g o t i s t i c a l  

man em erges from th e  l i n e s  o f  v e r s e .  F o r  ex am p le , i n  th e  

f i r s t  poem o f  th e  Oxford c o l l e c t i o n ,  "Hospes e r a t  m ic h i , "  

P r im as r e l a t e s  how he was o f t e n  e n t e r t a i n e d  h o s p i t a b l y  a t  

th e  house o f  a  c e r t a i n  man who t r e a t e d  him l i k e  a  b r o t h e r .

I n  r e t r o s p e c t  he r e a l i z e d ,  how ever, t h a t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  and 

k in d n e s s  were m o tiv a te d  by th e  e v i l  i n t e n t  o f  d e s p o i l i n g  

him i n  a  d ic e  game, n o t  by f r i e n d s h i p .  Hugh t e l l s  th e  s t o r y  

o f  a  s p l e n d id  m ea l,  many d r in k s  and th e  d i c e  game t h a t  

f o l lo w e d .  I t  was s u g g e s te d  by th e  h o s t  t o  h i s  i n e b r i a t e d  

g u e s t .  When Hugh f i n a l l y  awoke from  h i s  s t u p o r ,  h i s  once
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j i n g l i n g  p o c k e ts  were em pty. H is  f a l s e  f r i e n d  had ta k e n  

e v e r y th in g .  Hugh was o b v io u s ly  a  bad l o s e r  and r e c o u n te d  

s i m i l a r  e v e n ts  t h a t  o c c u r re d  f r e q u e n t l y  t o  him in  o t h e r  

poems. But h i s  pen was a s  s h a r p  a s  h i s  te m p e r .  I n  t h i s  

th e  f i r s t  poem o f  th e  Oxford c o l l e c t i o n ,  he s a y s  he w i l l  

n o t  d iv u lg e  th e  m an 's  name, b u t  he c a n ' t  w a i t  t o  t e l l  i n  

th e  n e x t  l i n e  t h a t  t h i s  f r i e n d  had r e d  h a i r .  T h is  o f  

c o u rs e  le d  many c o n te m p o ra r ie s  and l a t e r  s c h o l a r s  t o  con­

c lu d e  t h a t  th e  fo rm er f r i e n d  was A rn u l fu s  R u fu s ,  h i s
27fo rm e r  c o l le a g u e  a t  O r le a n s .

A p p a re n t ly  Hugh was n o t  a  v e ry  a t t r a c t i v e  p e r s o n

e i t h e r  i n  a  p h y s i c a l  o r  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  s e n s e .  He was s m a l l ,
28u n d e r s iz e d  and u n a t t r a c t i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e s e

p h y s i c a l  im p ed im en ts ,  he had s h a r p  d e f e c t s  o f  c h a r a c t e r  and

p e r s o n a l i t y  a s  w e l l .  He was v e ry  s p i t e f u l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  v e ry

p ro u d ,  and  in  sum, a  v e ry  t e s t y  i n d i v i d u a l  who e s t r a n g e d

many p eo p le  because  o f  h i s  s h a r p  tongue a n d  h i s  o u tsp o k e n ,

o f t e n  m a l i c i o u s ,  c r i t i c i s m s .  One poem in fo r m s  us t h a t  Hugh

was ta k e n  i n  by some c l e r k s  i n  P a r i s  d u r i n g  a  b i t t e r  w i n t e r .

He was g iv e n  a  c o a t  by th e  b i s h o p  and r e w a rd e d  him w i th  a
29poem, " P o n t i f ic u m  spum a." A n o th e r  o f  h i s  famous poems, 

"D ives eram e t  d i l e c t u s , "  i s  a l s o  a  poem i n  w hich Hugh g iv e s  

f u l l  v e n t  t o  h i s  a n g e r  and  h a t r e d  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  f i g u r e s .  

I n  th e  poem Hugh r e c o u n t s  an  e p is o d e  i n  w h ic h  he was e n t e r ­

t a i n e d  a t  th e  c a n o n 's  t a b l e ,  b u t  a s  soon a s  h i s  money r a n



o u t ,  he s a y s  he was p la c e d  in  a  h o s p i t iu m  w i th  th e  s i c k  and 

th e  p o o r .  The c h a p la in  and a  man named W illiam  Palam edes 

were i n  c h a rg e  o f  th e  p l a c e ,  and  P rim as h a te d  them from  th e  

d e p th  o f  h i s  s o u l .  One day t h e s e  two th rew  o u t  a  lame i n ­

mate i  when Hugh a t t e m p te d  t o  come to  h i s  d e f e n s e , he 

r e c e i v e d  th e  same t r e a t m e n t .  W hatever th e  whole t r u t h  may 

have b e e n ,  we w i l l  n e v e r  know. The poem d e p i c t s  H ugh 's  

s i d e  o f  th e  s t o r y ,  and in  i t  he a s s a i l s  th e  c h a p la in  n e v e r  

once f o r g e t t i n g  t o  d e p i c t  h i s  own d o v e - l i k e  in n o c e n c e .  He 

p r o t e s t s  h i s  f a t e  p r o c la im in g  t h a t  he who was th e  a s s o c i a t e  

o f  l e a r n e d  men and th e  companion o f  th e  muses f o r  no  f a u l t  

o f  h i s  own i s  in  m is e ry .  The poem c o n ta in s  th e  e n t i r e

s o r d i d  t a l e  and  ends w i th  Hugh a p p e a l in g  t o  j u s t i c e  and  v e n -  
30g e a n c e . J

Because o f  th e  i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  h i s  fo r c e d
31moves from p la c e  t o  p l a c e , J h i s  r e s o r t  t o  b e g g in g  and th e

vagabond ty p e  e x i s t e n c e  he u l t i m a t e l y  l e d ,  he became th e

a r c h e ty p e  o f  a l l  w andering  s c h o l a r s .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  a s

w e l l  a s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he a l s o  c e l e b r a t e d  y o u th ,  p l e a s u r e ,  and

wine i n  h i s  p l a y f u l  v e r s e ,  he h a s  o f t e n  been  c l a s s i f i e d  a s
32one o f  th e  G o l i a r d s .  D e s p i te  h i s  p o e t i c  g e n i u s ,  a  g i f t  

w hich  sh o u ld  have e n a b le d  him t o  e a r n  a  c o m fo r ta b le  e x i s t ­

e n c e ,  Hugh, i t  i s  p resum ed , d i e d  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  m is e ry  n o t  

f a r  from  O r le a n s ,  p ro b a b ly  a t  P a r i s .

I n  A rn u l fu s  R u fu s ,  we have a n o th e r  b r i l l i a n t  l i t e r a r y
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f i g u r e  h ig h ly  r e g a rd e d  and es teem ed  by h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  

y e t  once a g a in  a f i g u r e  a b o u t  whom modern knowledge h as  been 

n o t  on ly  s c a n t y  b u t  h ig h ly  c o n fu s e d .  A r n u l f ,  who f a c e t i o u s ­

l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  h im s e l f  a s  " a rd u a  n u l l a  f u g i e n s "  was b e s t

known f o r  h i s  com m entaries  on th e  c l a s s i c a l  a u t h o r s ,  i n
33p a r t i c u l a r ,  Ovid and Lucan. ^ He was h i g h ly  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n

making th e  s c h o o ls  a t  O rlean s  to p  n o tc h  i n  r a n k  among

l i t e r a r y  c e n t e r s ,  and he worked d e te r m in e d ly  t o  f o s t e r  and

d e v e lo p  a lo v e  f o r  th e  c l a s s i c a l  a u th o r s  i n  h i s  s t u d e n t s .

H is h av ing  t a u g h t  a t  O r lea n s  i s  a l s o  w e l l  a t t e s t e d  < he t e l l s

us  h im s e l f  a t  th e  end o f  h i s  commentary on O v id 's  F a s t i

where he s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  g l o s s e s  th e m s e lv e s  were composed 
34a t  O r le a n s .

P e rh ap s  o f  a l l  th e  works u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  A r n u l f ’s  i s  th e  most r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  i t s  a g e ,  f o r  

i t  r e f l e c t s  i t s  s p i r i t ,  i t s  p a s s i o n a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  a n ­

c i e n t  a u t h o r s ,  i t s  e c l e c t i c i s m ,  i t s  f u s i o n  o f  o ld  and  new. 

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  we a r e  a b le  t o  c o n ju re  up a  v e r y  v i v i d  i d e a  o f  

th e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  s c h o o ls  b ecau se  o f  A r n u l f * s  commentary

on L u c a n 's  P h a r s a l i a ,  which has r e c e n t l y  b e e n  e d i t e d  by 
35B e r th e  M a r t i . ^  T h is  i s  a n  e x t r e m e ly  v a l u a b l e  work b e ca u se  

i t ,  l i k e  o t h e r  co m m en ta r ie s ,  was composed b ry  a  m a s te r  i n  th e  

s c h o o l s  t o  s e rv e  a s  th e  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  t e a c h i n g ,  and a s  s u c h ,  

i t  p ro v id e s  a  most i l l u m i n a t i n g  in d e x  o f  t h e  l e v e l  o f  c u l t u r e  

a t  t h a t  tim e i n  O r le a n s .  The commentary ora th e  P h a r s a l i a
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i s  a s  we s h a l l  n o te  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  th e  method o f  t e a c h i n g  

t h a t  was b e in g  u t i l i z e d  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e .  I n  a d d i ­

t i o n  t o  th ro w in g  much l i g h t  on A r n u l f ' s  p e d a g o g ic a l  m ethod, 

th e  work a l s o  g iv e s  us an  im p re s s io n  o f  th e  l e a r n i n g  and 

o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  one o f  O r le a n d ' m a s te r s  i n  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  

s c h o o l ' s  g r e a t e s t  d i s t i n c t i o n  a s  a  l i t e r a r y  c e n t e r .

A rn u lfu s  R ufus was a  man o f  much l e a rn in g *  an  e d u c a to r  

more th a n  a  c r i t i c .  G e n e r a l ly  s p e a k in g ,  he used  th e  P h a r -  

a a l i a  a s  th e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  l e c t u r e s  on th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  

th e  t r i v i u m .  I n  h i s  t y p i c a l  way, he would a n a ly z e  th e  work 

p o i n t  by p o i n t .  A rn u l f  showed L u c a n 's  s k i l l  and  th e  ways in  

w hich  he a c h ie v e d  h i s  most s t r i k i n g  e f f e c t s ,  n o t in g  th e  a r t  

w i th  which Lucan worked up t o  a  c l i m a x . R e p e a t e d l y  A r­

n u l f  p r a i s e d  Lucan f o r  h i s  e x a c tn e s s  and h i s  c h o ic e  o f  

w o r d s , a n d  he s t r e s s e d  how c a r e f u l l y  th e  p l a n  and  d e t a i l s  

o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e  were th o u g h t  o u t  by th e  author.-^®  I n  o rd e r  

t o  s i m p l i f y  th e  l e s s o n  f o r  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  A r n u l f  p r e f a c e d  each  

book w i th  a  b r i e f  summary o f  e v e n t s  so  t h a t  i t s  p l a n  would be 

made c l e a r  a t  th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  and so  t h a t  t h e r e  would be 

l e s s  c o n fu s io n  a s  th e  l e c t u r e  p r o g r e s s e d .  I n  a  s i m i l a r  

manner he p o in te d  o u t  th e  s t r u c t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  u n d e r ly in g  

th e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  poem th ro u g h o u t  h i s  commentary. P r e ­

sum ably  th e  t e x t  was l a t e r  used  a s  a  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  

d e v i s i n g  s t u d e n t  e x e r c i s e s  i n  r h e t o r i c .

A f t e r  g i v i n g  th e  u s u a l  and n e c e s s a r y  g ram m atica l
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e x p l i c a t i o n s  on th e  t e x t  i t s e l f .  A r n u l f  c o n s id e r e d  th e  work 

i n  much g r e a t e r  d e p th ,  commenting on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  the  

t e x t ,  on a r c h e o lo g y ,  m ythology and a s t r o l o g y ,  a s  t h e s e  su b ­

j e c t s  p e r t a i n e d  t o  th e  t e x t .  He im p a r te d  n o t io n s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  

g e o g ra p h y ,  a s t ro n o m y , p h i lo s o p h y  and r h e t o r i c  t o  h i s  s t u ­

d e n t s .  By d o in g  t h i s ,  he r e p e a t e d l y  p ro ved  h im s e l f  t o  be a  

man o f  e x te n s iv e  i f  n o t  e n c y c lo p e d ic  know ledge. The 

Commentary on th e  P h a r s a l i a  was much more th a n  a  s im p le  

te x tb o o k *  i t  was an  a n n o ta te d  e d i t i o n  r a n g in g  from  th e  

m ost e le m e n ta r y  r u l e s  o f  grammar t o  c o m p l ic a te d  p ro b lem s on 

th e  m ost s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l e v e l s .  Among th e  a u th o r s  who a r e  

q u o te d  in  th e  commentary a r e  Homer, P l a t o ,  O vid , C i c e r o ,  

S a l l u s t ,  V i r g i l ,  H o race , S t a t i u s ,  J u v e n a l ,  S u e t o n iu s ,  Mac- 

r o b i u s ,  P r i s c i a n ,  B o e th iu s  and I s i d o r e  o f  S e v i l l e .  Some­

t im e s  th e  wide ran g e  o f  A r n u l f ' s  knowledge made him seem 

longw inded  and  p e d a n t i c ,  b u t  on th e  whole h i s  g l o s s e s  were 

l u c i d ,  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  and c o n c i s e .

Prom th e  Commentary on th e  P h a r s a l i a  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  

c o n s t r u c t  A r n u l f ' s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  w o r ld .

The s o u r c e s  o f  in f o r m a t io n  he u t i l i z e d  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  seem 

t o  be M acro b iu s ,  whose Somnium S c l p i o n i s  was a  m ajo r i n f l u ­

e n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  C h a l c i d i u s ,  M a r t ia n u s  C ape11a , P l i n y  and 

o t h e r s . ^  I t  i s  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  

M a r t i  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  r e f e r e n c e  i n  th e  t e x t  t o  a  c e r t a i n  

M a g is te r  G u i l le rm u s  r e f e r s  t o  none o t h e r  t h a n  W il l iam  o f
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40C onches . T h is  would te n d  t o  im ply  t h a t  A rn u l f  was in  

to u c h  w i th  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  id e a s  c u r r e n t l y  in  

v o g u e .

The c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  w orld  t h a t  A r n u l f  t r a n s m i t s  to  

us  i s  t h a t  o f  a  g e o c e n t r i c  u n iv e r s e  i n  w hich th e  e a r t h  

r e s t s  a s  an  immovable g lo b e  a t  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  

s u p p o r te d  t h e r e  by th e  s u r ro u n d in g  a i r  and  by th e  m ag n e tic  

power o f  th e  f i r e s  which were a t  e q u i d i s t a n t  p o i n t s  o u t ­

side.*** He c o n s t ru e d  th e  s u r f a c e  o f  th e  g lo b e  t o  be d i v ­

id e d  i n t o  zones which were d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  by t h e i r
42c l i m a t e s  and  by t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  h a b i t a b i l i t y .  Like

M acrob iu s ,  he r e c o g n iz e d  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  a n t i p o d e s .

and he was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  w o rld s  in
4*?e x i s t e n c e  b e s id e s  ou r  own. I t  i s  o b v io u s  from  t h i s  b r i e f

d i s c u s s i o n  a lo n e  t h a t  A rn u lf* s  th o u g h t  was pe rm ea ted  by th e

t h e o r i e s  o f  C h a lc id iu s  and by t h e  id e a s  em an a tin g  from  th e
44s c h o o l  o f  C h a r t r e s .  I n  Book Nine o f  th e  t r e a t i s e ,  A rn u l f

d e s c r i b e s  th e  p r o c e s s  by which th e  s o u l  d e scen d ed  from  th e

h i g h e s t  r e a lm  o f  l i g h t  t o  be u n i t e d  on e a r t h  w i th  th e  body.

He a l s o  spoke a b o u t  th e  way i n  which i t  a sce n d ed  from  th e

m a t e r i a l  t o  th e  im m a te r ia l  w orld  a s  w e l l  a s  from th e
4*>" a rc h e ty p e "  i n  G o d 's  m ind. J

A r n u l f ' s  b e l i e f  i n  th e  f i x e d  law s o f  n a tu r e  was a l s o  

e x p re s s e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  work. The w orld  

he d e f in e d  a s  "a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  s e t  in  o r d e r " — a f t e r
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W illiam  o f  C o n c h e s . ^  A r n u l f  a l s o  e x p re s s e d  h i s  f i rm  b e ­

l i e f  i n  magic a s  w e l l  a s  d i v i n a t i o n  and th e  a b i l i t y  o f  man 

t o  f o r e t e l l  th e  f u t u r e .  H is f a i t h  i n  t h i s  was a b s o l u t e  

and u n q u e s t io n in g .  On r e a d in g  th e  commentary i t  i s  h i g h ly  

a p p a r e n t  t h a t  A rn u l f  was v e ry  f a m i l i a r  w i th  m y th o lo g ic a l  

s t o r i e s ,  and  he a p p e a rs  t o  have assumed some knowledge o f  

them on th e  p a r t  o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  I n  th o s e  s t o r i e s  and 

t a l e s  t h a t  d id  r e q u i r e  e x p l i c a t i o n  o r  e l u c i d a t i o n ,  A rn u l f  

depended  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  on e tym ology  i n  h i s  e x p la n a ­

t i o n s .  I t  m igh t be added t h a t  A r n u l f  d id  n o t  p a s s  any  form  

o f  judgem ent on th e s e  m y th o lo g ic a l  t a l e s .  He p u t  h im s e l f  

on a  p a r a l l e l  w i th  Lucan i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  f o r  i n  h i s  comment­

a r y  he had a p p la u d e d  and d e fen d ed  Lucan by p o i n t i n g  o u t

t h a t  Lucan made use o f  th e s e  s t o r i e s  a s  a  p o e t  and  n o t  a s  a  
48h i s t o r i a n .  I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  he o b v io u s ly  th o u g h t  t h a t  

Lucan was w orthy  o f  e m u la t io n  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  and  he f o l ­

lowed th e  p a t t e r n  s e t  by him .

The Commentary on th e  P h a r s a l i a  r e v e a l s  th e  power and  

s k i l l  o f  A rn u l f  a s  a  t e a c h e r .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  were g r e a t  

l i m i t a t i o n s  in v o lv e d  i n  w ork ing  on a  commentary c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  g l o s s e s  on a n  a n c i e n t  t e x t .  Because o f  th e  v e ry  n a tu r e  

o f  th e  w ork , in f o r m a t io n  had t o  be p r e s e n t e d  i n  a  somewhat 

i n c o h e r e n t  m anner. As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

i n g e n u i t y  was needed  t o  im p re ss  th e  e s s e n t i a l s  upon th e  

memory o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  I n  t h i s  he a p p a r e n t l y  su c ce ed e d  b e ­
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cau se  he was a b le  t o  r e l a t e  th e  m a t e r i a l  t o  h i s  s t u d e n t s '  

n e e d s ,  a t  the  same tim e making i t  seem a l i v e  and v i t a l .

On th e  whole A rn u l f  pe rfo rm ed  th e  t a s k  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  a  

t ro u b le so m e  a u th o r  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y ,  som etim es w i th  i n s i g h t ,  

and  o f t e n  w i th  l e a r n i n g ,  a s  P r o f e s s o r  M a r t i  s a y s .  7 She 

a l s o  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  him on h i s  p e d a g o g ic a l  s k i l l ,  f o r  a s  a  

t e a c h e r ,  A rn u l f  was c o n s t a n t l y  aw are o f  th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  

o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  He was a lw ay s  r e s o u r c e f u l  i n  f i l l i n g  h i s  

s tu d e n ts *  needs  w h e th e r  t h e s e  n e ed s  c o n c e rn e d  m a t t e r s  o f  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

p ro b le m s .

Y et d e s p i t e  A r n u l f ' s  s k i l l  and  p a t i e n c e  i n  t h e  c l a s s ­

room , he was a n  a r r o g a n t  s c h o l a r ,  s u r e  enough  o f  h im s e l f  

t o  b ru s h  a s i d e  w i th  im p a t ie n c e  w h a te v e r  he c o n s id e r e d  t o  be 

th e  m is ta k e n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  o t h e r s .  F o r  e x am p le ,  a t  

one p o i n t ,  he i n t e r j e c t e d  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  

by s a y in g  t h a t  “w hat th e y  s a y  w i l l  be s e e n  t o  be w o r th l e s s  

and t r i f l i n g . " ^  He o f t e n  e x p re s s e d  h i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i th  

th e  o p in io n s  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  w i th  c u r t  s e l f - a s s e r t i v e -  

n e s s  and  a  t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  th e  f e e l i n g s  o f  h i s  r i v a l s ,  

and  he d id  t h i s  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  i n  th e  P h a r s a l i a  and  in  

o t h e r  works a s  w e l l .  "Quidam 8 o m nian t” he s a i d  i n  th e  

commentary on O v id 's  F a s t i  a b o u t  s c h o l a r s  h e  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h ,  

and  e ls e w h e re  i n  th e  same commentary he c a l l e d  h i s  oppo­

n e n t s  “ l i p p i  e t  t o n s o r e s . " ^  W hatever b o r r o w in g s  he d id
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rnake were n o t  s l a v i s h  c o p ie s  o r  i m i t a t i o n s , b u t  seemed t o  be 

a d a p t a t i o n s  o r  summaries o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  t e x t s *  T h is  a s ­

p e c t  o f  th e  work i n  p a r t i c u l a r  made P r o f e s s o r  B e r th e  K a r t i ' s  

p r o j e c t  much more d i f f i c u l t ,  s i n c e  sh e  c o u ld  n o t  e a s i l y  d e ­

c i p h e r  th e  s o u rc e s  A r n u l f  had u t i l i z e d .  She t h e r e f o r e  con­

c lu d e d  t h a t  A rn u l f  e i t h e r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  m o d if ied  and f r e e l y

p a ra p h ra s e d  h i s  models o r  drew  from them i n d i r e c t l y  th ro u g h
52i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  which a r e  now l o s t  o r  s t i l l  u n p u b l i s h e d .

T hroughout th e  Commentary on th e  P h a r s a l i a * A r n u l f ' s  

p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  c l e a r l y  m arked. H is  s t y l e  i s  d i r e c t ,  w h o lly  

h i s  own, and  c o m p le te ly  r e c o g n i z a b l e .  Even h i s  c o n c e p t io n  

o f  th e  P h a r s a l i a  a s  a  work o f  a r t  shows h i s  in dependence  o f  

th o u g h t .  A r n u l f  p r e s e n te d  th e  work t o  h i s  s t u d e n t s  i n  a  

manner t h a t  was d i f f e r e n t  from  fo rm er  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  i t  

which s im p ly  and w i th o u t  q u e s t i o n  c a t e g o r i z e d  i t  a s  an  

e t h i c a l  p o e m .^  A r n u l f  showed f a r  more p e n e t r a t i o n  i n t o  th e  

prob lem  th a n  d id  th e  fo rm er  c r i t i c s  who were c o n t e n t  t o  r a n k  

Lucan among th e  h i s t o r i a n s .  F o r  A rn u l f  th e  p rob lem  was one 

o f  much w id e r  scope  and much g r e a t e r  c o m p le x i ty .  H is  con ­

c e p t io n  o f  th e  P h a r s a l i a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i t  from  s t r a i g h t ­

fo rw a rd  h s i t o r y .  He th o u g h t  o f  Lucan a s  a  h i s t o r i a n ,  y e s ,  

b u t  a l s o  a s  a  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  and y e t  a s  som eth ing  even  m ore. 

Where a  h i s t o r i a n  o r  a  p h i lo s o p h e r  s o u g h t  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  

t r u t h  and  i n  th e  a t t e m p t  s t a t e d  h i s  v iew s and c o n c l u s i o n s ,  a  

p o e t  l i k e  Lucan s im p ly  s u g g e s te d  many p o s s ib l e  e x p la n a t i o n s
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o f  th e  f a c t s  b u t  d id  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  choose  among them o r  

s o lv e  any p ro b lem .

From a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  P h a r s a l i a  a lo n e  th e  im po rtan ce  

o f  A rn u l f* s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  m e d iev a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  q u i t e  

e v i d e n t .  A r n u l f  has  been  r e c o g n iz e d  by h i s t o r i a n s  o f  

m ed iev a l  th o u g h t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  an  e x p o n en t  o f  O vid , b u t  

w i th o u t  d o u b t  h i s  work on L u c a n 's  P h a r s a l i a  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  c l a s s i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  h i s  d a y .  His 

r e p u t a t i o n  i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  by th e  number o f  m a n u s c r ip ts  o f  

h i s  com m entaries  and by th e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  him i n  th e  works 

o f  o th e r  s c h o l a r s . ^  Y e t ,  A r n u l f  t o o  has been  p a id  l i t t l e  

a t t e n t i o n  by modern s c h o l a r s  b ecau se  h i s  works have l a r g e l y  

rem ain ed  u n p u b l is h e d .  C .F . Weber was th e  f i r s t  s c h o l a r  t o  

n o te  A r n u l f ' s  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  O r lea n s  a l th o u g h  i t  was c l e a r ­

l y  s t a t e d  i n  th e  e x p l i c i t  o f  th e  commentary on Lucan and 

was f u r t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  by some o f  i t s  g l o s s e s . ^  Once 

a g a i n  i t  was Leopold D e l i s l e  who f i r s t  d e m o n s tra te d  t h a t  the

com m enta ries  on Ovid and th o s e  on Lucan were th e  work o f  one
57and th e  same i n d i v i d u a l ,  A r n u l f  o f  O rleans."^  De l i s l e  a l s o  

a rg u e d  c o n v in c in g ly  from e v id e n c e  p ro v id e d  by th e  t e x t s  

th e m se lv e s  t h a t  A rn u l f  must have f l o u r i s h e d  a t  O r le a n s  d u r in g  

th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y .  A few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  H aureau  a s s o c i a t e d  

A rn u l fu s  R u fu s ,  th e  com m enta to r , w i th  th e  m a s te r  who was 

s a t i r i z e d  u n d e r  th e  nickname R ufus  o r  R u f in u s  by th e  p o e t
A, <8Matthew o f  Vendome. B oth  th e s e  modern s c h o l a r s  were a l s o
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u n d o u b te d iy  c o r r e c t  in  i d e n t i f y i n g  A r n u l f  w i th  th e  t e a c h e r

e x c o r i a t e d  by A le x an d e r  of V i l l e d i e u  i n  th e  p ro lo g u e  o f  h i s

E c c l e s i a l e . which was composed betw een  1199 and 1202 .

A le x an d e r  to o k  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  th e

p e r n i c i o u s  pagan d o c t r i n e  t a u g h t  th ro u g h  th e  Roman p o e ts

i n  th e  s c h o o l s  o f  O rlea n s  and  a c c u s e d  a  c e r t a i n  O r le a n s '

m a s te r  who rem ained  nam eless  o f  p e r v e r t i n g  th e  s c h o l a r s

t h e r e  th ro u g h  h i s  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  pagan  a u t h o r s «

O rle a n s  t e a c h e s  us t o  s a c r i f i c e  t o  th e  G ods, 
p o i n t i n g  o u t  th e  f e s t i v a l s  o f  F a u n u s ,  o f  Jove  
and  o f  B acchus. T h is  i s  th e  p e s t i f e r o u s  c h a i r  
c f  l e a r n i n g  i n  w h ich , a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  t e s t a m e n t  
o f  D av id , no h o ly  man s i t s  who would e sc a p e  
th e  b a l e f u l  d o c t r i n e ,  w h ich , a s  i n  O r l e a n s ,  i s  
l i k e  a  d i s e a s e  s p r e a d in g  c o n ta g io n  among th e  
m u l t i t u d e .  N oth ing  s h o u ld  be r e a d  w hich  i s  
c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  S c r i p t u r e s .

In d ee d  i t  can  be s a i d  t h a t  A r n u l f  was c e r t a i n l y  one o f  th e

p e o p le  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  O r le a n s  a c q u i r e d

f o r  h a v in g  c u l t i v a t e d  th e  pagan  p o e t s  and  w r i t e r s .  A rn u l f

t a u g h t  th e  c l a s s i c s  w i th  su c h  z e a l  and  s u c h  s u c c e s s  t h a t  he

was v e ry  o f t e n  a t t a c k e d  by b i g o t s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  imm oral

pagan  d o c t r i n e s . ^ 0

Because  o f  th e  pagan t i n g e  t o  h i s  work and  b e ca u se  o f

h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  A rn u l f  had many d e t r a c t o r s . ^ 1 The image o f  a

man who was n o t  v e ry  a m ia b le  o r  a t t r a c t i v e  e m erg es  from  th e

s o u r c e s .  One o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  d e s c r i b e d  h im  a s  a  " d i s g r a c e

t o  m ankind" w i th  a  tongue  " p o iso n o u s  w i th  t h e  venom o f  i l l  
62w i l l . "  Even P r o f e s s o r  M a r t i ,  who d e v o te d  much o f  h e r
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s c h o l a r  l y  c a r e e r  t o  s t u d y in g  A rn u l f  and h i s  w o rk s , p o in te d

o u t  th e  t o t a l l y  a r r o g a n t  n a tu r e  o f  A r n u l f  a s  a  s c h o l a r .

He was a  man who had a  com p le te  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  th e  f e e l i n g s

o f  h i s  r i v a l s  and a  r a s h n e s s  i n  b r u s h in g  a s i d e  what he con-
63s i d e r e d  t o  be th e  m is ta k e n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  o t h e r s .

The most famous o f  A r n u l f  s  r i v a l r i e s  con ce rn ed

a n o th e r  t e a c h e r  a t  O r le a n s ,  Matthew o f  Vend Sine. I t  was a

r i v a l r y  t h a t  had v e ry  im p o r ta n t  co n seq u en ces  f o r ,  because

o f  i t ,  Matthew composed h i s  Ars V e r s i f i c a t o r i a  t o  s e r v e  a s  a

r e p l y  t o  th e  envy and h o s t i l i t y  t h a t  A rn u l f  heaped upon 
6Uhim . Many o f  th e  " d o m e s t ic a  exem pla" in c lu d e d  i n  th e  

work were n o th in g  more t h a n  d a r t s  t h a t  were s h o t  i n  A r n u l f ' s  

d i r e c t i o n .  The e v e n tu a l  outcome o f  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  was t h a t  

f th tthew  had t o  make a  r e l u c t a n t  r e t r e a t  from th e  c i t y  o f  

O r le a n s .  A r n u l f  was o b v io u s ly  th e  b e t t e r  c o n n e c te d  o f  th e  

tw o , and  he was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  f o r c i n g  M a tth ew 's  d e p a r t u r e  

from  th e  t o w n . ^

A t any  r a t e ,  th e  r i v a l r y  o f  th e  two men h as  i n c i t e d  a  

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  modern s c h o l a r s h i p  v i s  a  v i s  

th e  m e r i t s  o f  e ac h  o f  t h e s e  t a l e n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  and m a s te r s .  

G h i s a l b e r t i ,  who w rote  th e  o n ly  o t h e r  s tu d y  o f  A r n u l f ' s  con­

t r i b u t i o n  t o  c l a s s i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  b ased  upon a n  e x a m in a t io n  

o f  A r n u l f s  com m entaries upon O vid , was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  

th e  r i v a l r y  be tw een th e  two stemmed from th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  

v iew s o f  l i t e r a t u r e  were so  w id e ly  d i v e r g e n t . ^  T h is  a p -
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p e a r s  t o  be t r u e  a l th o u g h  s c h o l a r s  have lo n g  been  a r g u in g  

a b o u t  th e  v a r io u s  m e r i t s  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  th e  two men. 

Bruno Roy r e c e n t l y  a rg u e d  t h a t  on a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  v a s t  

knowledge o f  th e  c l a s s i c s *  A r n u l f  c o u ld  e a s i l y  have p r o ­

duced works i n  th e  O v id ian  s t y l e  t h a t  were t e c h n i c a l l y
67com parab le  t o  th o s e  o f  Matthew th e  t h e o r e t i c i a n .

G h i s a l b e r t i ,  on th e  o th e r  hand* a s s e r t e d  t h a t  A r n u l f ' s  con­

c e p t io n  was l i m i t e d ,  t h a t  h i s  m e th o d ic a l  a n a ly s e s  o f  c l a s s i ­

c a l  p o e t r y  c o n s i s t e d  m a in ly  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  and  p h i l o l o g i c a l  

comments a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  method o f  th e  s c h o o l s .  

He t h e r e f o r e  f a v o re d  Matthew who he s a i d  su rv e y e d  th e  v e ry

same a n c i e n t  t e x t s  w i th  th e  f r e s h n e s s  o f  a p p ro a c h  and i n -
68dependence  o f  a  p o e t .  But Matthew a l s o  had h i s  s h a re  o f  

d e t r a c t o r s .  H aureau c o n s id e r e d  A r n u l f ' s  a v e r s i o n  t o  

M a tth ew 's  v e r s e  t o t a l l y  j u s t i f i e d .  I n  h i s  o p in io n *  Matthew 

was th e  m ost p r o l i x  and b a n a l  o f  a l l  th e  p o e t s  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  

c e n t u r y . ^

O rlea n s  i t  seems was to o  s m a l l  a  town t o  have h a p p i l y  

c o n ta in e d  th e  l i k e s  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  men o f  t a l e n t ,  Hugh* 

A r n u l f ,  and M atthew. T hree  i n d i v i d u a l i s t s  w i th  th e  g r e a t e s t  

o f  e g o s  would h a r d l y  be a b l e  t o  p u t  up w i th  e a c h  o th e r  

anyw here . The c h i e f  p o e t ,  th e  fo re m o s t  t e a c h e r ,  and  th e  

t h e o r e t i c i a n  had met each  o t h e r .  3ven  Hugh a p p e a r s  t o  have 

s a t i r i z e d  A r n u l f ,  a s  was n o te d  a b o v e .  P r o f e s s o r  M a r t i  i s  o f
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th e  im p re s s io n  t h a t  i n  th e  f i r s t  poem o f  th e  Oxford c o l l e c ­

t i o n  o f  H ugh 's  p o e t r y ,  A r n u l f  i s  th e  fo rm er f r i e n d  and h o s t  

whom Prim as a t t a c k e d  so  b i t t e r l y  f o r  h i s  d e c e i t  and  d i s h o n ­

e s ty ." ^ 0 Both Hugh and Matthew s a t i r i z e d  A rn u l f  u n d e r  h i s  

nickname R u fu s .  While Matthew s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  him 

a t  th e  end o f  h i s  A^s V e r s i f i c a t o r i a . Hugh p r e s e r v e d  an  

i l l u s i o n  o f  anonym ity  w h ich , how ever, was t r a n s p a r e n t  enough 

t o  be e a s i l y  p e n e t r a t e d  by c o n tem p o ra ry  r e a d e r s .  I n  th e  

M iddle A ges, th e  name A r n u l f  had many p e j o r a t i v e  c o n n o ta ­

t i o n s .  Matthew p la y e d  on a l l  o f  t h e s e  m eanings* s t u p i d ,

r o g u e ,  r a s c a l ,  b e t r a y e d  h u sb an d , p a n d e r e r ,  d e v i l  and  th e n c e
71

th e  i d e a  o f  r e d n e s s  which o c c u r s .

I n  sum m ation, a l l  th e  works o f  t h i s  p r i n c i p a l  t e a c h e r
72a t  O r le a n s  t h a t  have come down t o  u s  a r e  g l o s s e s .  Many

com m entaries  on th e  c l a s s i c s  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  u n p u b l is h e d  a r e  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  A r n u l f  o f  O r le a n s  e i t h e r  a s  A rn u l f u s  R ufus o r  

A m u l f u s  A u r e l i a n e n s i s .  I t  a p p e a r s ,  how ever, t h a t  t h e r e  

m ig h t  have been  an  even  w id e r  scope  t o  A rn u l f* s  c a r e e r  and  

w r i t i n g .  Matthew o f  Vendorae t e l l s  u s  t h a t  A r n u l f  a l s o  w ro te  

v e r s e , ^  a l t h o u g h ,  a s  one would e x p e c t ,  he fo u nd  A r n u l f ' s  

v e r s e  u n co u th  and t o t a l l y  l a c k in g  i n  th e  im a g in a t io n  and
7 I1

c r e a t i v e  power which he b ro u g h t  t o  h i s  own v e r s e .  I t

has  ev en  b een  s p e c u la te d  t h a t  A r n u l f  may have w r i t t e n  com­

e d i e s ,  f o r  i n  th e  r e p e r t o r y  o f  L a t i n  com edies t h e r e  a r e  

two works acknow ledged by c r i t i c s  a s  h a v in g  b e e n  w r i t t e n  by
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a  co n tem p o ra ry  and  r i v a l  o f  Matthew o f  Vendome. A cco rd in g  

t o  Bruno Roy, A rn u l f  h im s e l f  may be th e  obv ious answ er
7<

f o r  th e se  c h a r a c ter s  in  search  o f  an a u th or . ^

L a s t  o f  th e  n o ta b le  t e a c h e r s  a t  O r lea n s  i n  t h i s  p e r io d

was Matthew o f  Vendome. Born a t  Vendome, he moved p ro b a b ly

a t  a n  e a r l y  age t o  Tours where he was b ro u g h t  up by an

u n c le .  I t  was h e re  t h a t  he began  h i s  s t u d i e s  u n d e r  B ern ard

S y l v e s t e r .  From Tours he went t o  O r lea n s  which a t  t h a t

tim e  was a l r e a d y  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  c e n t e r  o f  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s .

A f t e r  h i s  own s t u d i e s  were c o m p le te d ,  he rem a in ed  a t

O r le a n s ,  and he h im s e l f  began  t o  t e a c h  t h e r e  u n t i l  b i t t e r

f r i c t i o n  d e v e lo p ed  betw een  him and A rn u lfu s  R ufus and he
76was co m pe lled  t o  le a v e  town.

Once a g a i n  i n  th e  c a se  o f  Matthew i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o

d e r i v e  th e  manner i n  w hich c o m p o s i t io n  was t a u g h t  i n  th e

s c h o o l s  a t  O r le a n s .  The p r im a ry  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  th e

f a c t  t h a t  M a tth ew 's  Ars V e r s i f i c a t o r i a  was composed by
77Sfetthew f o r  use in  the s c h o o ls  o f  O rlean s. W ritten  in  

1175* the Ars V e r s i f i c a t o r i a  was b a s i c a l l y  an in tr o d u c t io n  

t o  w r i t in g  a lth ou gh  i t  was p r im a r i ly  concerned w ith  v e r ­

s i f i c a t i o n .  Matthew, in  f a c t ,  made i t  c le a r  t h a t  he was

w r i t in g  an in tr o d u c t io n  f o r  b eg in n ers  which was t o  serv e
78a s  a  g u id e  f o r  s t u d e n t  e x e r c i s e s  i n  v e r s e  c o m p o s i t i o n . '

He a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  work a s  " I n t ro d u c t iv u m  w in d o c in -
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79e n s l s  o p u s•

Matthew o f  Vendome and h i s  c o m p o s i t io n ,  th e  Ars 

Vers i f i c a t o r i a . a r e  by f a r  b e t t e r  known t o  th e  modern 

m e d i e v a l i s t  t h a n  a r e  th e  works o f  Hugh and  A r n u l f .  F o r  

t h i s  r e a s o n  i t  w i l l  be t r e a t e d  w i th  more b r e v i t y .  On th e  

w hole , M atthew’s  i n s t r u c t i o n  was b ased  p r i m a r i l y  upon 

H o r a c e 's  A r t  o f  P o e t ry  and I s i d o r e  o f  S e v i l l e ' s  E tym ol­

o g ie s  as w e l l  as  th e  Rhetor ica  ad herenniun w hich  he chose
80n o t  t o  c i t e .  M atthew 's  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  s im p ly  s t a t e d ,  was 

d e v o te d  t o  c o m p o s i t io n  i n  th e  n a rro w  s e n s e  o f  th e  w ord , 

t h a t  i s ,  i n  th e  c h o ic e  and  a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  w ords i n  th e  

s e n te n c e  and r h e t o r i c a l  e m b e l l i s h m e n t ,  n o t  i n  th e  d e v e lo p ­

ment o f  u n i t y  o f  p l o t .  The p r i n c i p a l  o r  p r im a r y  c o n c e rn  was 

n o t  th e  poem a s  a  w ho le , b u t  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i n e  o f  p o e t r y ,  

tfe tthew  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  on w hat g a v e  b e a u ty  t o

th e  l i n e  o f  v e r s e ,  n o t  w hat made i t  a  v e r s e ,  t y p i c a l l y  sp e a k -  
81i n g .  The number o f  f e e t  and th e  l e n g t h  o f  s y l l a b l e s  were

82m e re ly  m inor c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  I n s t e a d  M atthew  chose  t o

d e v o te  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  and e n e r g i e s  t o  what c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  th e

e le g a n c e  o f  t h e  v e r s e ,  nam ely  b e a u ty  o f  t h o u g h t  e x p re s s e d  by 
83v e r s e .  J

W ith t h i s  i n  m ind, Matthew d i s c u s s e d  t h e  form  o f  w ords ,

c i t i n g  numerous exam ples o f  e l e g a n t  and  i n e l e g a n t  words i n
84v a r i o u s  c o m b in a t io n s .  Matthew a l s o  was a  h i g h l y  c o n s c i ­

e n t i o u s  i n s t r u c t o r .  W hile ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  th e  s t u d e n t ' s



w r i t i n g  was b ased  upon m a t e r i a l  c h o se n  f o r  h im , Matthew 

l a r g e l y  d e v o te d  th e  f i r s t  book o f  h i s  work t o  h i n t s  on how 

t o  i n v e n t  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  I n  w a rn in g  h i s  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  

e r r o r s  i n  c o m p o s i t io n ,  Matthew r e f e r r e d  h i s  s t u d e n t s  t o  

D o n a tu s '  B arbar ism us f o r  a  com p le te  l i s t  o f  f a u l t s  in  

co m p o s it io n .® ^  T h is  a s p e c t  o f  M a tth ew 's  i n s t r u c t i o n  was 

h i g h ly  t r a d i t i o n a l .

Y et i n  Matthew one can  s e n se  a  v e ry  deep  and c o n s c io u s

d e s i r e  t o  be m odern. He c o n s id e r e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  be th e

suprem e o b j e c t  o f  p o e try *  t h i s  was a  h ig h ly  o r i g i n a l
86n o t i o n  f o r  i t s  t im e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he s t r e s s e d  b r e v i t y  

a s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  modern s t y l i s t i c  i d e a l .  T h is  was 

i n  d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t  w i th  th e  a n c i e n t s ,  and i t  was p ro b a b ly  

t h i s  te n d e n c y  on M atthew 's  p a r t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  e x p l a in s  

th e  e x t r e m e ly  b i t t e r  r i v a l r y  b e tw een  him and A r n u l f u s .

Matthew has been  a ccu sed  o f  h a v in g  a  l a c k  o f e n th u s ia s m  f o r
87th e  a n c i e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  l a c k  o f  v e n e r a t i o n  f o r  a n t i q u i t y .  ' 

He was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  a n c i e n t s  had lo a d e d  down 

t h e i r  p o e t i c  n a r r a t i o n s  w i th  a  s u p e r f l u i t y  o f  s i m i l e s ,  

r h e t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  and d i g r e s s i o n s *  i n  V i r g i l ,  L ucan,

T erence  and Ovid he found f a u l t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  w hich he 

was h i g h ly  c r i t i c a l .® ®

W hile Matthew c e r t a i n l y  seemed t o  have been  a n  e a r n e s t  

and in n o v a t iv e  i n s t r u c t o r ,  he was f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  O r le a n s  

r e s e n t f u l l y  b e ca u se  o f  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i th  A r n u l f u s .  He
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a u b s e q u e n t ly  w ent on t o  Vendome where he c o n t in u e d  h ia  

t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r .

D e s p i te  t h i s  s e v e re  em barassm en t,  i t  does ap pea r*  how­

e v e r ,  t h a t  Matthew had th e  l a s t  word i n  th e  r i v a l r y  s im p ly  

b e ca u se  a l l  t h a t  rem a ins  o f  th e  a l t e r c a t i o n  i s  th e  l i b e l ­

lo u s  p o r t r a i t  o f  A rn u lf  which em erges from  th e  pages  o f  th e  

A rs V e r s i f i c a t o r i a .  One m ust a d m it  t h a t  Matthew chose  an  

o r i g i n a l  way o f  p u n is h in g  h i s  r i v a l .  I n  th e  m id s t  o f t h i s  

r a t h e r  d u l l  and s o b e r  t r e a t i s e ,  numerous g ra m m a tic a l  o r  

r h e t o r i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  c o n ta in  th e  word r u f u s  o r  th e  name 

r u f i n u s  i n  a b u s iv e  o r  obscene c o n t e x t s .  W herever and when­

e v e r  th e  words r u f u s  o r  r u f i n u s  a r e  u s e d ,  A r n u l f  o f
/  0Q

O rle a n s  i s  t o  be u n d e rs to o d .  Matthew s a i d  t h a t  A rn u l f

had r e d  h a i r  and so  had t o  be f a l s e  by n a t u r e .  He c la im e d
90t h a t  A r n u l f s  r e d  h a i r  r e v e a l e d  h i s  v i c i o u s  d i s p o s i t i o n .

Q u i te  o b v io u s ly  i t  d id  n o t  r e q u i r e  much i n t e l l i g e n c e  on

th e  p a r t  o f  th e  r e a d e r  t o  g u e ss  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  man s o  
91m a l ig n e d .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  l i t e r a r y  cond em nation , th e

name o f  A rn u l f  became a  byword t h e r e  and w herev e r  th e  a r t

o f  c o m p o s i t io n  was t a u g h t .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  i t ,  H aureau d id

n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t o  Matthew an  anonymous poem found

i n  a  m a n u s c r ip t  i n  P a r i s  b ecau se  i t  c o n ta in e d  s i m i l a r  obscene

a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  a  c e r t a i n  R ufus whom he i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  A r-
92n u l f  o f  O r le a n s .  Somewhat a f t e r  th e  r i v a l r y  and M atthew ’s  

f o r c e d  d e p a r tu r e  from O r le a n s ,  E b e rh a rd  th e  le rm an  ackn ow l-
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edged M atthew 's  v ic to r y *

s c r i b e n d i  r e g i t  a r t e  s ty lu m  ru fo q u e  n e g an te  
laudem m atth aeu s  v in d o c in e n s i s  habet.93

The l i t e r a r y  s c h o o l  a t  O r lea n s  was th e  ep itom e o f  a l l  

m e d ie v a l  s c h o o ls  o f  c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s .  The s t y l e  and  works 

o f  Hugh, A rn u l f  and Matthew have been  fo c u s e d  upon , and 

o b v io u s ly  th e y  were a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  

c l a s s i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e i r  d a y .  Y e t t h e r e  have been  o t h e r  

i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  an  even d e e p e r ,  more p ro fo u n d  knowledge and 

lo v e  o f  th e  c l a s s i c s  a t  O r lea n s  w hich  was by f a r  s u p e r i o r  

t o  t h a t  o f  o th e r  l e a r n i n g  c e n t e r s  i n  Europe i n  which i n s t r u c ­

t i o n  i n  l e t t e r s  and th e  c l a s s i c s  was a l s o  g i v e n .

A r e c e n t  and  trem en d o u s ly  e x c i t i n g  d i s c o v e r y  has  v i r ­

t u a l l y  p roven  t h a t  th e  F l o r i l e g i u m  A ng e licum . a  c o l l e c t i o n  

o f  e x t r a c t s  from a n c i e n t  and p a t r i s t i c  w r i t i n g s  and e p i s t l e s  

which was com piled  i n  F ra n c e  i n  th e  second  h a l f  o f  th e  

t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  em anated from th e  l i t e r a r y  c e n t e r  a t
oL

O r l e a n s . 7 The F lo r i l e g iu m  which ta k e s  i t s  name from  th e  

m a n u s c r ip t  a t  Rome, B i b l i o t e c a  A n g e l ic a  MS 1895» i s  o f  e x ­

c e p t i o n a l  v a lu e  because  i t  c o n t a in s  e x t e n s i v e  e x t r a c t s  from 

many works w hich were c o n s id e r e d  r a r e  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  These 

works in c lu d e  P l i n y ' s  l e t t e r s ,  th e  V e r r in e  o r a t i o n s  o f  

C i c e r o ,  th e  works o f  E n n o d iu s ,  and  ev en  th e  Q u e ro lu s .  F o r  

t h e s e  e x c e r p t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  F l o r i l e g i u m  Angelicum  

was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  v e h ic l e  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n  and  d i s s e m in a t io n
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oc
i n  th e  t w e l f t h  and t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  J

O rlean s  i s  im m ed ia te ly  s u g g e s te d  a3 th e  home o f  th e  

F lo r i l e g iu m  Angelicum  b ecause  i t s  c o m p i le r  was o b v io u s ly  

w ork ing  a t  a  p la c e  where i n t e r e s t i n g  c l a s s i c a l  t e x t s  were 

a v a i l a b l e  i n c l u d i n g  th o se  t h a t  were so  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r a r e  

f o r  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  E u ro p e .  S e c o n d ly  th e  p u rp o se  and i n ­

t e n t  o f  th e  c o m p i le r  were t o  p ro v id e  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

e lo q u e n t  q u o t a t i o n s  from which one c o u ld  draw  a p t  and 

s t y l i s h  p h r a s e s  t o  be u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  p r o ­

nouncem ents and o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r s .  T h is  i n t e n d e d  p u rp o se  o f  

th e  c o m p i la t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r s  d i c t a m ln -  

i s  w hich a l s o  f l o u r i s h e d  a t  O r le a n s  a b o u t  t h i s  t im e ,  i n ­

deed  make O r lea n s  a  l o g i c a l  c h o ic e  a s  th e  p l a c e  o f  i t s  com­

p o s i t i o n .  T h is  i s  th e  h y p o th e s i s  a c c e p te d  b y  P r o f e s s o r  

R o u s e . ^

There  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r n a l  e v id e n c e  i n  th e

m a n u s c r ip t  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  th e  h y p o t h e s i s  t o  a  v e ry  l a r g e

e x t e n t .  F o r  exam ple , t h e r e  i s  a  l i s t  o f  p a r i s h e s  and  th e

t i t h e s  th e y  p a id  under th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of* a  c e r t a i n  A r-  
97n u l f .  D e l i s l e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e s e  p a r i s h e s  m e n t io n e d  i n  th e

 ̂ Qfl
m a n u s c r ip t  a s  b e in g  w i t h in  th e  d io c e s e  o f  O r l e a n s . 7 O th e r  

e v id e n c e  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  b e lo n g e d  t o  th e  l i ­

b r a r y  a t  th e  c a t h e d r a l  o f  O r le a n s  o r  t o  some member o f  th e  
99c h a p t e r .  7 F u r th e rm o re ,  ju d g in g  from  th e  g l o s s e s  o f  th e  l a t e  

e l e v e n t h  c e n tu r y  o r  e a r l y  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i i c h  i n c i d e n t a l -



l y  m en tio n  th e  L o i r e ,  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  rem ained  a t  O r le a n s .

The w r i t e r ' s  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  h i s  g l o s s e s  and h i s  commentary on 

th e  Q u e ro lu s  show t h a t  he was l e a r n e d  and even  s u g g e s t  t h a t  

he was a  m a s te r  a t  th e  s c h o o l s  o f  O r le a n s .  He was con­

c e rn e d  a b o u t  c o r r e c t  d i v i s i o n s  be tw een  words and th e  p r o p e r  

u se  o f  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s ,  and i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  even  a p p e a r s  t o  

have known G reek well.*®®

N a t u r a l ly  th e  q u e s t io n s  o f  th e  d a te  and th e  a u th o r s h ip  

o f  th e  F l o r i l e g i u m  Angelicum  a r i s e .  Ju d g in g  from  th e  hand 

and th e  d e c o r a t i o n ,  th e  f l o r i l e g i u m  was com piled  i n  th e  

t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  cen tu ry .*® *  The P ro lo g u e  

d e d ic a t e d  th e  F lo r i l e g iu m  Angelicum  t o  a  pope who "enmeshed 

i n  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  w i th  a  r e a d y  re s p o n s e  ju d g es  

th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  c a u se s  i n  su ch  f a s h i o n  t h a t  a l l  m arv e l  

a t  h i s  e lo q u e n c e ."  T h is  t e n d s  t o  s u g g e s t  A le x an d e r  111(1159- 

8 1 ) ,  a  canon la w y e r ,  who c o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a lo n g  w ith  h i s

s u c c e s s o r ,  employed m a s te r s  from O rle a n s  i n  th e  p a p a l  c h a n -  
102e e r y .  The t h r e e  m a s te r s  from O rlea n s  who were employed

103by A le x an d e r  were Jo h n , R o b e r t  and W il l ia m . A l l  o f  t h i s  

e v id e n c e  le a d s  one t o  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  th e  a u t h o r  o f  th e  

F l o r i l e g i u m  Angelicum  was someone a t  O rlea n s  i n  th e  t h i r d  

q u a r t e r  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  who was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e p i s t ­

o l a r y  s t y l e ,  know ledgable  i n  th e  c l a s s i c s  and  no d o u b t 

d e s i r o u s  o f  p a p a l  p r e f e r m e n t .

The em phasis  o f  th e  p ro lo g u e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  th e  com-
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p i l e r  gave g r e a t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  b e a u ty  o f  e x p r e s s io n  th a n  

t o  e t h i c a l  c o n t e n t .  The book c o n ta in s  " b r i e f  p a s sa g e s  r e ­

m arkab le  f o r  t h e i r  memorable w o r d s . . .p ro fo u n d  meaning c la d
1 Oki n  th e  most a t t r a c t i v e  la n g u a g e ."  The a u th o r  t e l l s  h i s

r e c i p i e n t s  t h a t  he has ch o sen  and c o l l e c t e d  th o se  p a s s a g e s  

t h a t  would d e l i g h t  the  s p i r i t .  T here  i s  no h i n t  a t  a l l  t h a t  

th e  c o n te n t s  m igh t le a d  t o  s a l v a t i o n  o r  even  on a  low er 

s c a l e  t o  e d i f i c a t i o n .  As th e  c o m p i le r  makes c l e a r  i n  th e  

p r o lo g u e ,  th e  f l o r i l e g i u m  i s  a  r e f e r e n c e  book f o r  d i s c o u r s e  

and f o r  th e  w r i t e r s  o f  b u s in e s s  l e t t e r s . 10^

The c o m p i le r  t e l l s  th e  pope t h a t  he has w r i t t e n  th e  

work so  t h a t  th e  pope w i l l  a lw ays have a t  hand a  so u rc e  from 

w hich t o  f i t  h i s  sp eech  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a s  t o  p e r s o n ,  p la c e  

and o c c a s io n .  The c o m p ile r  ad ds  t h a t  th e  f l o r i l e g i u m  p e r ­

m i t s  one t o  g iv e  a d v ic e  and s t a t e  c o n c lu s io n s  i n  th e  e l o ­

q u e n t  language  o f  famous men o f  l e t t e r s . 10^

Because o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  d e te rm in in g  w i th  c e r t a i n t y  

th e  im m ediate  so u rc e  o f  c l a s s i c a l  q u o t a t i o n s  w hich f l o a t  

f r e e l y  a b o u t ,  e n t i r e l y  d e ta c h e d  from  t h e i r  m a t r i x ,  i t  i s  n o t  

e a s y  t o  t r a c e  th e  use made o f  a  f l o r i l e g i u m .  Rouse has 

been  a b le  t o  show, how ever, t h a t  i t  was e x t e n s i v e l y  u sed  by 

G e ra ld  o f  W ales , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e * 0^ 

I t  i s  a l s o  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  o b se rv e  how f a r  i n t o  th e  t h i r ­

t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  th e  F lo r i l e g iu m  A ngelicum  c o n t in u e d  t o  be 

c o p ie d .  T h is  s e r v e s  t o  g iv e  a  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e
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ch an g in g  i n t e r e s t s  i n  c l a s s i c a l  a u t h o r s .  Of th e  s e v e n te e n  

s u r v i v i n g  m a n u s c r ip t s ,  f o u r  d a te  f r o n  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y .  

The t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  saw te n  c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  

o r  p a r t s  o f  i t  w r i t t e n  i n  F r a n c e .  The l a s t  copy was made 

i n  th e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .* 0®

The s u r v i v a l  o f  th e s e  t e x t s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  i n t e r e s t  

o f  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  h u m an is ts  i n  c l a s s i c a l  a u th o r s  d id  n o t  

p a s s  away w i th  su ch  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  h u m an is ts  a s  P e t e r  o f  

B l o i s ,  G e ra ld  o f  Wales o r  W a lte r  Map. I n s t e a d  o f  d i s a p p e a r ­

i n g ,  th e  f l o r i l e g i a  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  were a p p r o p r i a t e d  

and a b s o rb e d .  E v e n tu a l ly  th e y  were r e c a s t  a s  p r e a c h e r s '  

t o o l s .

To e s t a b l i s h  O rlea n s  a s  th e  home o f  th e  F l o r i l e g i u m  

A n g e l ic u n  has  i m p l i c a t i o n s  e x te n d in g  f a r  beyond th e  work 

i t s e l f .  I t  i s  s e l f  e v id e n t  t h a t  i f  th e  f l o r i l e g i u m  was 

com piled  a t  O r le a n s ,  th e  t e x t s  u sed  by i t s  c o m p i le r  m ust 

a l s o  have been  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e .  The l o c a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  

F l o r i l e g i u m  A ngelicum  a t  O r le a n s  h as  trem endous i m p l i c a t i o n s  

c o n c e rn in g  O r le a n s  a s  a  c r o s s  r o a d s  i n  th e  d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  t e x t s  i n  c e n t r a l  F r a n c e .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  

O r lea n s  was th e  home o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  maxims a s  w e l l  

a s  th e  u n d is p u te d  f a c t  t h a t  Hugh, A r n u l f ,  and  Matthew a s  

w e l l  a s  l e s s e r  known i n d i v i d u a l s  were a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  

s c h o o l s  t h e r e ,  show t h a t  O r lea n s  was a  c e n t e r  o f  trem endous 

v i t a l i t y  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i g o r  i n  c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n
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th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  p e rh a p s  more so  th a n  any o t h e r  c e n t e r  

i n  iu ro p e  a t  w hich  c l a s s i c a l  a u th o r s  and l e t t e r s  were 

s tu d ie d .* * ®
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t r .  L ou is  J .  P a? to w (" r> m o irs  o f th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n ­
i a , "  Vol. IV, No. 1» B e rk e le y i  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
P r e s s ,  191*0# p .  5**»

**See C h a p te r  XI o f  Book I  o f  h i s  c h r o n i c l e  i n  
M u r a to r i ,  IX , 599.

*^L uc ius  I I  was e l e c t e d  pope i n  11*j4  and d ie d  i n  
11^5 . I t  was B e rth e  i - a r t i  i n  th e  a r t i c l e  n o te d  above who 
s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i t  must have been  L uc iu s  I I  who was d e p ic te d  
i n  th e  poem.

*^The te rm s p rim as  and  c a p u t  s c o l a e  were synonymous. 
See DuCange and a l s o  B. H au reau , HL, XXX(1 8 8 8 ) ,  p .  289#

* \ j o h n  o f  S a l i s b u r y ,  " E n t h e t i c u s , "  P £ , CXCIX, 
c o l .  969» " C la u d i tu r  a r c h i v i s  remorum, B e lg i c a  p r im a  hunc 
d e d i t  e t  P r im as  A u re l ia n u s  h a b e t . "

* ^Thomas o f  Capua was a  c a r d i n a l ,  c u r i a l  o f f i c i a l ,  
p o e t  and l i t e r a r y  s t y l i s t ( d .  12*0)* S a lirabene  r e f e r r e d  to  
him a s  th e  l e a d in g  l i t e r a r y  f i g u r e  a t  th e  Roman C u r i a .  
D e l i s l e ,  ”Le P o e te  P r im a te , "  p p .  30*J-305»

^ ^ R ic h a rd  o f  P o i t i e r s  was a  monk o f  C luny  a s  w e l l  
a s  a  c h r o n i c l e r .  D e l i s l e ,  "Le P o e te  P r i m a t e , "  p p .  3 06 -307 .

17I b i d . .  p .  3 0 5 . n . l .

l 8 H au reau , HL, XXX(1888), p p . 2 8 8 -9  and  M3H, SS, 
XXVI, p .  8 1 1 "H is e te n im  d ie b u s  v i g u i t  a p u d  P a r i s i u s  
quidam  s c o l a s t i c u s ,  Hugo nom ine, a  c o n s c o l a s t i c i s  P r im as 
c o g n o m in a tu s , p e rso n a  quidem v i l i s ,  v u l t u  d e f o r m i s .  K ic a  
p rim eva  e t a t e  l i t t e r i s  s e c u l a r i b u s  i n f o r m a tu s  p r o p t e r  
f a c e c ia m  suam e t  l i t t e r a r u m  n o t i c i a m  fama s u i  nom in is  p e r  
d i v e r s a s  p r o v i n c i a s  d i v u l g a t a  r e s p l e n d u i t .  I n t e r  a l i o s  v e ro  
s c o l a s t i c o s  i n  m e t r i s  i t a  fac u n d u s  a tq u e  p ro m p tu s  e x t i t i t ,  
u t  s e q u e n t ib u s  v e r s i b u s  omnibus a u d i e n t i b u s  cachinum  
m oven tibus  de c l a r a t u r ,  quos de p a u p ere  m a n t e l l o  s i b i  a  
quodam p r e s u l e  d a to  d e c la m a to r i e  c o m p o su it  d e  Hugone l o  
P r im a t  A u r e l i a n e n s i . "  See a l s o  n o te  25 b e lo w .
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* ̂ Matthew o f  VendStae, "A rs Vers i f  i c a t o r i a "  i n  Les
A r t s  P o c t ia u e s  du X11 c e t  du X l l l e  S i e c l e  . e d .  Edmond 
F a r a l ( P a r i s  i L i b r a i r i e  a n c ie n n e  bdouard  Champion, 192*0, 
p .  193* "M ihi d u l c i s  alum na tem pore p r i m a t i s  A u r e l i a n i s  
a v e . "

20Raby, I I .  p .  171.

21 MS Oxford B o d le ia n  R aw linson  G109. See W ilhelm 
Meyer, "Die O xfo rder  G e d ic h te  d es  P r im a s ,"  G S t t i n g e r  
W a c h r ic h te n (1 9 0 7 ) . pp . 89-175*

22T. ' . / r i g h t ,  e d . ,  The L a t in  Poems Commonly A t t r i ­
b u te d  t o  W a l te r  inane a . Camden S o c i e t y ,  1 8 41 .

2-^ D e l is le ,  "Le P o e te  P r i m a t e , "  p .  310 .

24M a r t i ,  p .  234.

2 *-'Edwin H. Z e y d e l ,  e d . ,  Vagabond V erse  ( D e t r o i t  i 
Wayne S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 ^ o ) .  p .  7 0 t

"Hoc indumentum t i b i  q u i s  d e d i t ?  An f u i t  emptum? 
E s tn e  tuum?"— "N ostrum . Sed q u i  d e d i t ,  a b s t u l i t  

o s t ru m ."
"Q uis d e d i t  hoc munus?"— " P r e s u l  m ic h i  p r e b u i t  

u n u s . " —
"Qui d e d i t  hoc munus, d e d i t  hoc i n  munere f u n u s .  
Quid v a l e t  i n  bruma c la m is  absque  p i l o ,  s i n e  

pluma?
C e rn is  a d e s s e  n i v e s , m o r ie re  g e lu  n eque  v i v e s . "  

26Raby, I I ,  p .  180 .

2^ M a r t i ,  p .  237. The poem i s  p r i n t e d  i n  Meyer, 
"Die O xfo rde r  G ed ich te  d es  P r im a s ,"  p .  113 .

Hospes e r a t  m ich i se  p lerum que p r o f e s s u s  amicum, 
voce m ichi p re b e n s  p lu r im a ,  r e  modicum.

Q uis f u e r a t  t a c e o ,  s i  q u i s  de nom ine q u a e r a t i  
s e d  q u a i l s  possum d i c e r e i  r u f u s  e r a t .
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®Richard o f  P o i t i e r  d e s c r ib e d  him a s  " p e r s o n a  
quidem v i l i s ,  v u l t u  d e f c r m is . "  ^ee n o te  13 a b o v e .  Z ey d e l,  
p .  27 p o in te d  ou t t h a t  Hugh compared h im s e l f  w i th  Zaccheus 
i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .

29Z ey d e l,  p p . 7 0 -7 1 .
" P o n t i f ic u m  spuma, f e x  c l e r i ,  s o r d i d a  s t ru m a ,

Qui d e d i t  i n  bruma m ich i  m an te llum  s i n e  p lu m a !" 
Z eydel t r a n s l a t e s  th e  poem i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  manner*

B ish o p , y o u ’r e  scummy, th e  d re g s  o f  th e  c l e r g y ,  
yo u r  t h r o a t  has  a  c ro p .

W in te r  i s  h e re  and  you gave me a  c o a t  w i th o u t  
f u r  on th e  to p .

^ M e y e r  s e t  th e  background  o f  th e  poem and  p r i n t e d  
i t ,  p p .  158sq q .

D ives  eram e t  d i l e c t u s  
i n t e r  p a re s  p r e e l e c tu s *  
modo c u r v a t  me s e n e c tu s  
e t  e t a t e  sum c o n f e c t u s .  
unde v i l i s  e t  n e g le c t u s  
a  d e i e c t i s  sum d e i e c t u s ,  
q u ib u s  ra u c e  s o n a t  p e c t u s ,  
mensa g r a v i s ,  p a u p e r  l e c t u s ,  
q u i s  nec amor nec a f f e c t u s ,  
se d  h o r re n d u s  e s t  a s p e c t u s .  
homo mendax a tq u e  vanus 
i n f i d e l i s  e t  p r o f a n u s ,  
p l u s  a v a r u s  quam Romanus, 
me d e i e c e t  c a p e l l a n u s  
ve te ranum  v e te r a n u s  
e t  i n i e c i t  i n  me manus, 
d ig n u s  d i c i  D a c ia n u s .  
p r i u s  quidem me d i l e x i t  
f r a u d u l e n t e r  e t  i l l e x i t .
Postquam  meas r e s  t r a n s v e x i t ,  
fraudem  suam tu n c  d e t e x i t .
P r im as  s i b i  non p r o s p e x i t  
neque d o lo s  i n t e l l e x i t ,  
donee domo p u l s u s  e x i t ,  
v e re cu n d u s  v ie turn  q u e ro ,  
sum m end icus . Ubi v e ro  
v ic tu m  queram n i s i  c l e r o  
e n u t r i t u s  i n  P i e r o ,  
e r u d i t u s  sub  Homero? 
sed  dum mane v ic tu m  q u e ro  
e t  r e v e r t i  co g o r  s e r o ,
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iam i n  b rev i(n a m  desp& ro) 
o n e ro su s  v o b is  e r o .
O nerosus e t  quo ibo?  
ad l a i c o s  non t r a n s i b o .
Nos optainus hoc a u d i r e  
p lu s  quam sonum d u l c i s  l y r e ,  
modo, f r a t r e s ,  i u d i c a t e  
(neque v e s t r o  p ro  P r im a te  
a b e r r a n t e d  d e c l i n a t e  
a s i n c e r a  v e r i t a t e )  
an  s i t  d ig n u s  d i g n i t a t e  
v e l  p r iv a n d u s  p o t e s t a t e  
se n ex  c a re n s  c a s t i t a t e  
e t  s a c e rd o s  h o n e s t a t e ,  
c a r i t a t e ,  p i e t a t e ,  
p le n u s  omni f o e d i t a t e ,  
qu i»  e x c lu s a  c a r i t a t e *  
nos i n  t a n t a  v i l i t a t e ,  
quorum fama p a t e t  l a t e ,  
s i c  t r a c t a v i t .  i u d i c a t e i "

^ H u g h  P rim as s u b s e q u e n t ly  t a u g h t  a t  P a r i s ,  Amiens 
and  Rheim s. Raby, pp . 1 76 -177 . See Meyer, p p .  100 sq q ,
103 and 115 f o r  poems which r e l a t e  th e  e v e n ts  o f  Hugh’ s 
s t a y s  i n  th e s e  c i t i e s .

^ T h e  s o - c a l l e d  G o l i a r d i c  p o e t r y  w r i t t e n  i n  what 
has  been  c a l l e d  th e  G o l i a r d i c  m easure i s  m a in ly  s a t i r i c a l  
i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  th e  name G o l i a r d ,  d e r iv e d  p e rh a p s  from 
G o l i a t h  o f  G a th ,  i s  a t t a c h e d  v a g u e ly  t o  v e r s i f i e r s  who 
a t t a c k e d  th e  P a p a l  C u r ia  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o r  m o n as tic  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  But t h e r e  was no ’ o rder*  o f  G c l i a r d s  and some 
o f  t h e s e  s a t i r i s t s  such  a s  Hugh P rim as  were famous p o e t s .
P .  P a s c a l  i n  New C a th o l i c  E n c y c lo p e d ia . V I, p .  602.

33P a r i s  BN 82*H, f .  2**v. S e t s  o f  g l o s s e s  s t i l l  
e x t a n t  upon th e  F a s t i . Ars A m a to r ia . Remedia and Metamor­
p h o se s  a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  A r n u l f  in  v a r i o u s  m a n u s c r ip t s .

^ T h e  e x p l i c i t  o f  th e  P a r i s  MS o f  th e  commentary 
on th e  F a s t i ,  BN 82^1 , r e a d s « " E x p l i c i u n t  g l o s u l e  s u p e r  
l ib ru m  fa s to ru m  f e l i e i t e r  que f a c t e  f u e r u n t  A u r e l i a n i s  ab  
op tim o m a g i s t r o  a r n u l f o  r u f o . "

^ T h e  P h a r s a l l a  o r  De B e l lo  C i v i l i  wa3 a  work i n  
w hich  Lucan warned h i s  r e a d e r s  n o t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  c i v i l  war
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36A r n u l f ,  1.199,  376i 2 .38 ,  520* b.Z53i  6.30**.

37I b i d . 2 .6 2 1 1 5 .7V m  "Sod m orte  p a r a t a  te  
s e q u a r  ad manes id  e a t  s t a t i m  m o r ia r  p o s t  t e  mortuum, hec 
inquam v o ta  f a c i e s  p e r i r e  s i  me r e m o v e r i s ,  q u ia  m orte  tu a  
m ih i a b s e n t !  i g n o r a t a  sub  e x s p e c t a t i o n e  t u a  v ivam , donee^ 
nun tium  tu e  m o r t i s  a u t  r u in e  aud iam , e t  hoc e s t  quod d i c i t  
f e r i a t  p r o p r i o  usus  e s t  v e rb o  q u i a  n u n t iu s  t r i s t i c i e  f e r i t ,  
s e d  l e t i c i e  d em u lce t  e t  d e l i n i t . "

38I b i d . . 3 .28 ,  396i ^.13^1 6 .80 .

39I b i d . . 2 .7 1 6  and XLV.

^ I b i d . . **.311 " . . . n a t u r a  p l u v i e  e t  i r i s ,  secundum 
m agiatrum  Guillerm um  i t a  se  h a b e t*  n u bes  c a l o r e  p l a n e t -  
arum p r e s s e  d i s s o l v u n t u r  q u ia  que s u n t  g r a v e s  non p o s s u n t  
se  s u s t i n e r e  p a r t i c u l e  nubium , immo sem per d e sc e n d u n t  
v e r s u s  t e r r a m  e t  hoc i n  p l u v i a n . "

Li
I b i d . . 1.20« " E t  g e n s  s i  qua i a c e t  q u i s  p a r t e s  

o r i e n t i s  h a b i t a b i l e s  e t  m e r i d i e i  r e m o c io r e s  s u n t  a roma 
id e o  h i e  m o ra tu r  p robando  quod o r i e n s  e t  m e r i d ie s  p o t u i s s -  
e n t  hoc sa n g u in e  p a r a r i .  I a c e t  p ro  a d i a c e t ,  v e l  p e r  hoc 
n o t a t  re m o c io re s  p a r t e s  m e r i d i e i ,  que i a c e r e  d i c u n t u r  
quantum ad  d i s p o s i t i o n e m  n o s t ra m . Nam i n  omni s p ( h ) e r i c o ,  
que d i v e r s i s  l o c i s  s u n t  p o s i t a  v i d e n t u r  a l i i s  s u b i a c e r e .  
N a s c e n t i  c o n s c ia  n i l o  c u iu s  o r ig o  n o s t r i  c l i n a t i s  hom in ibus  
i g n o r a t u r ."

5*93» "N ota  quod t e r r e  r e g u n t u r  e t  s u s t e n t a n t u r  
v i r i b u s  i g n i s ,  q u ia  cum i g n i s  e q u a l i t e r  d i s t e t  a  t e r r a  
iindique e t  und ique  s i t  equa v i s  i g n i s ,  e t  e t i a m  s i t  
a t t r a c t i v e  n a tu r e  cum semper a t t r a h a t  r e s ,  o p o r t e t  quod 
sem per eodem modo se h a b e a t  t e r r a  i n t r a  ig n em , nec a l i c u b i  
m o v e a tu r ,  nec  v e r s u s  i s ta m  p a r te m  nec v e r s u s  i l l a m ,  q u i s  
s i c  iam p r e v a l e r e t  i s t a  v i s  i g n i s  i l l i ,  s e d  hoc i m p o s s i b i l e  
e s t  e t  id e o  t e r r a  e s t  im m o b i l i s ."

1 .89«  "In medio in  communi. Dum "terra fretum  
q u a s i  d i c e r e t i  quid iu v a t  inquam quod e s s e  non p o t e s t ,  e t  
vere  qu ia  dum mundus d u r a b it ,  e t  hoc e s t  quod d i c i t  l e v a b i t  
s u s t i n e b i t  fretum e t  aer  terram aer  enim teorre c ircum -  
fu n d itu r  unde ab aere  d i c i t u r  s u s t i n e r i . ”
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jig
A rn u lf ,  9.1*961 "C ircu ius p a r a l e l l u s  q u i term inat  

torridam e t  nostram h a b ita b ile m , s c i l i c e t  l ib ia m . O sten d it  
quod sub i l l o  eran t."

^ I b l d . . 8 . l6 0 «  "Quibus a b sc o n d it  s c i l i c e t  n o b is .  
Nec s i  quibus e x e r i t  u t  su n t a n t ip o d e s ."

6 . 6961 "Innumeros roundos qu ia  secundum quosdam 
m u lti  ac d i v e r s i  su n t mundi, v e l  mundos id  e s t  p a r te s  
mundi qu ia  s i m i l i t e r  v e l l e t  omnia e s s e  con fu sa ."

/lIl
See in  p a r t ic u la r  Book IX o f  the commentary.

**5I b i d . . 2 . 7 .

**6I b i d . .  2 .3 .
hn

' I b i d . 1 "Fulminis e d o c tu s .  Hie n o ta t  eum in  
a r te  magica v a le r e  que V. s p e c ie s  h a b e t ,  manthicem, math- 
ematicam, s o r t i le g iu m ,  roalefic ium , p r e s t i g i u n . . . . "

1•639» "At f i g u lu s  i s t e  in v o lv e b a t  sed  f i g u lu s  
omnia e x p l ic a b a t  e t  a p e r ie b a t .  Tres modos cognoscen d i  
fu tu ra  h ie  comm iscet, auspicium  per arruntem,. a s tr o lo g ia m  
per f ig u lu m , a r r e p t i c i o s  per matronam. Sed ne s u p e r f lu i  
v id e a n tu r ,  secundus p o s t  primum, t e r c i u s  p o s t  secundu, 
primus malum indeterm inate  1 secundus c i v i l e  bellum  tantum, 
t e r c i u s  e t  personas e t  lo c a  d e ter m in a t .  F ig u lu s  proprium 
nomen. Cui cura d e o s .  Laudat eum in  a r te  i l i a  per curam 
e t  ex erc ic iu m  quia  ubi in t e n d e r is  animum i b i  v a l e t .  Deos 
vuluntatero deoruro. Secretaque c e l i  e x p o s i t i o  e s t  p re -  
cedentiuroi v e l  c e l i  c e le s t iu m  planetarum u t  con iunctionem  
ipsorum proportionalem  e t  separationem  lo c a le m , v e l  
s e c r e t a  d i c i t  qu ia  pauci noverunt."

See a l s o  2 .3  and 5 .93
ho

I b i d . . 1.1*121 "Ventus ab p o n it  t r e s  o p in ion es  
more p h i lo s o p h i  sed nullam s o l v i t  a u t  a f f ir r o a t  more p o e te ."

Lq
■'warti, p .x x x v i .

^ A r n u l f ,  1 . 1 1 "Nam i l l u d  fr iv o lu m  e s s e  v id e tu r  
quod d i c u n t . . . "

See a l s o  l . l * ,  655* 2 . 131*1 1*31.
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^ Quidam s o m n ia n t ,"  he s a y s  in  th e  commentary 
on O v id 's  F a s t i  a b o u t  s c h o l a r s  he d i s a g r e e s  w i t h (2 .3 2 6 )  
and e ls e w h e re  in  th e  same com m entary( 2 .44 )  he c a l l s  h i s  
oppo nen ts  " l i p p i  e t  t o n s o r e s . "  The f o l lo w in g  q u o t a t i o n s  
from h i s  commentary on th e  P h a r s a l i a  i n d i c a t e  th e  c a u s t i c  
way i n  which he d ism is se d  th e  views o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .

2 .4 0 2 i "N u llu s  p e r s u a d e a t  t i b i  hoc e s s e  de 
c o m p a ra t io n e . . . "

4.824-t "Nam quod quidam so m n ian t  emere a  c u r i o n e ,  
f r lv o lu m  e s t . . . "

1 . 6 0 8 , 5*224, and 8 .87 2  a l s o  p ro v id e  good exam ples 
o f  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  A r n u l f .

^2M a r t i ,  p .  x x x i i .

^ T h i s  was f o l lo w in g  th e  example o f  S e r v i u s .  See 
I b i d . . x x x v i i .

^ A r n u l f ,  1 .412» " P o n i t  t r e s  o p in io n e s  more 
p h i lo s o p h i  sed  n u llam  s o l v i t  a u t  a f f i r m a t ,  more p o e t e . "

2 .410"  "Non a f f i r m a t  verum e s s e  u t  h i s t o r i o g r a p h -  
us  sed  t a n g i t  u t  p o e t a . "

^ A r n u l f ' s  commentary on th e  Fa«-M was w e l l  known. 
A r n u l f  was q u o te d  a s  an  a u t h o r i t y  i n  th e  m arg in  o f  a  manu­
s c r i p t  i n  F l o r e n c e ,  &S L a u r .  3 6 .2 4 i " A rn u lfu s  i n  F a s t i s  
r e f e r t  Ovidium duodecim l i b r o s  s e  s c r i p s i s s e  f a s to ru m ,  
verum beatum hieronymum p r o p t e r  nimium i d o l a t r i a e  cu ltu m  
a s s e r i t  i g n i  s e x  u l t im o s  d e d is s e  id q u e  omni p o p u lo  
c h r i s t i a n o  s u a s s i s s e . "

G h i s a l b e r t i  a l s o  c i t e s  s e v e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  h i s  
commentary on th e  M etam orphoses. A n o th e r  w ork , th e  " F a i t s  
des  R om ains,"  an  anonymous F re n c h  work o f  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r ­
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  which was a  l i f e  o f  C a e s a r ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  
co m p iled  o u t  o f  Lucan, S u e to n iu s  and S a l l u s t  made c o n s t a n t  
use  o f  A r n u l f ' s  work. A r n u l f  p ro v id e d  th e  c o m p i le r  o f  t h i s  
h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  w i th  f a c t s  a b o u t  h i s t o r y ,  g e o g ra p h y ,  
m y tho logy , as tro nom y  and s c i e n c e .  F o r  a n  a c t u a l  b r e a k ­
down o f  b o rro w in g s  see  M a r t i ,  p .  xxxv. See a l s o  J e a n e t t e  
M.A. B e e r ,  A M edieval C a e s a r (Genevai 1 9 7 6 ) .

56A r n u l f ,  1 .5 8 4 ,  4 .673# 4 .8 2 0 ,  and  2 0 .6
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^ L e o p o ld  D e l i s l e ,  "Les e c o l e s  d 'O r l e a n s  au  X l le  
e t  au X H Ie  s i e o l e s , "  Annua ire  bul l e t i n  fie la  s o c i e t y  
l ' h l s t o i r e  de la  F r a n c e . V I K 1 8 6 9 ) ,  pp. 139 - 15**.

58B. H au reau , HL, XXIX(1885). p p .  573-81 .

^ S a c r i f i c a r e  d e i s  nos e d o c e t  A u r e l i a n i s ,
I n d ic e n s  fes tum  F a u n i  I o v i s  a tq u e  L i e i .
Hec e s t  p e s t i f e r a ,  David t e s t a n t e ,  c a t h e d r a .
I n  qua non s e d i t  v i r  s a n c t u s ,  p e rn ic io s a m  
D octrinam  f u g i e n s ,  q u e ,  s i c u t  h a b e tu r  ib id e m ,
E s t  q u a s i  d i f f u n d e n s  m u l t i s  c o n ta g ia  m orbus.
Non d e c e t  i l i a  l e g i  que sunt c o n tr a r ia  l e g i .

T his  e x ce rp t  from the prologue o f  A lex an d er 's  S c c l e s i a l e  
i s  found i n  C h a r le s  T h u ro t ,  " N o t ic e s  e t  E x t r a i t s  des  
d i v e r s  1VSS. L a t in s  pour s e r v i r  a  l ' H i s t o i r e  d e s  D o c t r in e s  
G ram m atica les  au  Moyen A ge ,"  i n  N o t ic e s  e t  E x t r a  i t s  des 
M a n u sc r i t s  de l a  B ib l io th e a u e  N a t i o n a l e . XXII, p t  2 ( P a r i s *  
I 8 08 ) ,  p .  115. A t r a n s l a t i o n  c an  be found  i n  th e  i n t r o ­
d u c t io n  o f  P a e to w 's  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  th e  B a t t l e  o f  th e  Seven 
A r t s  by H e n r i  d 'A n d e l i ,  p .  2 8 .

^® M arti, "Hugh P rim as and  A rn u l f  o f  O r l e a n s , "  p .
236.

62g .H. A l to n ,  "The M ediaeval Com m entators on 
O v id 's  F a s t i , "  H erm athena . ****(1926), p .  12**.

8^ M a r t i ,  p .  x x ix .

6kBruno Roy, " A rn u lf  o f  O r lea n s  and  -che L a t i n  
Comedy," Speculum . XLIX, n o .  2 (1 9 7 * 0 , p .  263 .

^ N a r t i ,  p .  x x i i x .

8^I b l d . , p .  x x v i i .

67Roy, p .  263.

8® M arti, p .  x x v i i i .

^ I b i d . ,  p .  xxv.



^ ° M a r t i ,  "Hugh P rim as and  A r n u l f  o f  O r l e a n s , "  p .  237*

^l F o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  t o p i c  se e  Roy, pp . 2 6 3 -4 .

^2The com m entaries on th e  Ars A m a to r la . Remedia and 
Ex P o n to  a r e  found i n  a  W o lfe n b i i t te l  m a n u s c r ip t  (Gud. l a t .  
1 5 5 ) .  The e x p l i c i t  o f  th e  Remedia a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  work t o  
A r n u l f ,  " u t  r e c i p i a t  p e r  hoc opus de R em ed iis  quod A rn u l fu s  
g l o s s a v i t  ad sanan dos  i l l o s  q u i  a  F u lco n e  e r a n t  d e c e p t i . "
The a u t h o r s h i p  o f  th e  g l o s s e s  on th e  Metamorphoses c o p ie d  
i n  a  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  m a n u s c r ip t  now i n  V en ice (M arc . L a t .  
14222) i s  c l e a r l y  i n d ic a t e d  a t  th e  end i "anime s iq u id em  
bonorum non d e f l e n t u r  unde e t  anim a A r n u l f i  q u i  h a s  g l o s u l a s  
f e c i t  A u r e i i a n i s  d e f l e r i  non d e b e t ,  e t  s i  e a s  bene f e c i t  
immo s i  q u id  h a b e n t  v i r i  vatum p r e s a g i a  vivam cum O v id io ."

^ M a t th e w  o f  Vend3me, A rs V ers i f  i c a t o r i a . e d .  F a r a l  
( P a r i s  1 1 9 2 4 ) ,  3*46, p .  1781 " I g i t u r ,  q u ia  non c u i v i s
hominum c o n t i n g i t  a d i r e  C o rin thum , v i r e s  s u a s  h ie  e x p e r i a t u r  
s i b i l a t o r  R u f in u s ,  q u i  i n  e l e g i s  T h y r e s i a s ,  i n  c a n o r i s  n u g is  
e t ia m  Poliphem us e s s e  c o n s u e v i t .  F u s tu s  enim e s t  judex  
s a p o r i s  e t  e x p e r i e n t i a  a r b i t r a r i a  e s t  d i f f i c u l t a t i s  v e l  
v e r i t a t i s . "

^ M a t th e w  o f  Vendome,
Rumpere, R u fe ,  l o q u a r ,  ru m p an tu r  u t  i l i a  Rufo
Q uicqu id  conabor d i c e r e  v e r s u s  e r i t .
E x t a s i s  o c c u rsu  q u a t e r i s  dum T h a id a s o lu s
S o lu s  am ast nec h a b e s ,  s o l u s  h a b e re  p u t a n s .
C on co lo r  u tr im que  r u f i z a t  c o p u la ,  Rufum
R ufa  s u b i t ,  simium s i m ia ,  c a p r a  caprum
I n v id e  R u fe ,  b o n is  d i g i t i s ,  ad  f e n o r a  p r o n i s
Leges o th o n is  r e c o l i s  p u te a lq u e  L ib o n i s .

^^Roy, p .  2 63 .
nf.
( The b i o g r a p h i c a l  in f o r m a t io n  on Matthew was 

f u r n i s h e d  p r i m a r i l y  by th e  a u th o r  h im s e l f  i n  th e  Ars 
Vers i f i c a t o r i a  and o th e r  w orks , p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  T o b ia s .

77r f Both F a r a l  and D ouglas K e l ly  a g re e  t h a t  th e  Ars 
V e r s i f I c a t o r i a  was a c t u a l l y  u sed  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  
a t  O r le a n s .  See D ouglas K e l ly ,  "The Scope o f  th e  T rea tm en t  
o f  C o m po sit io n  in  th e  T w e lf th  and T h i r t e e n t h  C e n tu ry  A r t s  o f  
P o e t r y , "  Speculum . 4 1 (1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p . 26 1 -2 7 8 .
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^ On th e  d a te  o f  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Ars V e r s i f i c a t o r -  
i a . see  C .3 .  B aldw in , . ' ^ d i p ^ I  R h e t o r i c . p . 8 5 . V attnew , in  
f a c t ,  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  he was w r i t i n g  an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  f o r  
b e g in n e r s  which was t o  s e rv e  a s  a  g u id e  f o r  s t u d e n t  e x e r ­
c i s e s  i n  v e r s e  c o m p o s i t io n .  In  Book IV , 16 he r e f e r s  t o  
th e  work a s  " . . . i n  s c o l a s t i c o  v e r s i f i c a n d i  e x e r c i t i o . "

^ T h e  p ro lo g u e  o f  th e  work b e g i n s »
" S p i r i t u s  i n v id i a e  c e s s e t ,  non m ordea t h o s t i s  

In t r o d u c t iv u m  W in d o c in e n s is  o p u s ."
F a r a l  e d i t i o n ,  p .  1 0 9 .

80K e l ly ,  p .  265

®*Matthew o f  VendSme, F a r a l  e d i t i o n ,  p p .  1 1 0 -1 1 1 1 
" E t  q u i a  ad  versuum in t ro d u c t io n e m  p r a e s e n s  s p e c t a t  n e g o t i -  
um, q u a liscu m qu e  v e r s u s  d e s c r i p t i o  d e b e t  d e c l a r a r i .  V ersus 
e s t  m e t r i c s  o r a t i o  s u c c i n c t e  e t  c l a u s u l a t i m  p r o g r e d ie n s  
v e n u s to  verborum  m atr im on io  e t  f l o s c u l i s  s e n t e n t i a r u m  
p i c t u r a t a ,  quae n i h i l  d im inu tum , n i h i l  i n  se  c o n t i n e t  
o t io su m . Non enim a g g r e g a t i o  d ic t io n u m ,  d in u m e r a t io  pedum, 
c o g n i t i o  temporum f a c i t  versum , sed  e le g a n s  j u n c t u r a  
d ic t io n u m ,  e x p r e s s io  p r o p r i e t a tu m  e t  obse rva tum  u n i u s c u ju s -  
que r e i  e p e i th e tu m ."

8^I b i d . . p p .  166 -67 i S e c t io n s  ^3-^5*  P« 181 ,
S e c t i o n  6 , and  p .  1 8 8 , s e c t i o n  3^«

8 ^I b i d . . p .  153* s e c t i o n  9* "E ten im  s u n t  t r i a  quae 
r e d o l e n t  i n  carm ine  1 v e rb a  p o l i t a ,  d ic e n d iq u e  c o l o r ,  i n -  
t e r i o r q u e  f a v u s .  V ersus enim a u t  c o n t r a h i t  e l e g a n t i a m  ex 
v e n u s t a t e  i n t e r i o r i s  s e n t e n t i a e ,  a u t  ex  s u p e r f i c i a l i  o r n a tu  
verbo rum , a u t  ex modo d i c e n d i . "

8ifI b i d . .  p p . 15^ -1 67 .

8 ^I b i d . . p 183 , s e c t i o n  1 2 1 " S u n t  e t i a m  a l i a ,  
s c i l i c e t  e c l y p s i S ,  t a p y n o s i s ,  k a c o s y n te to n ,  e t  m u lta  a l i a ,  
quorum d e s c r i p t i o n e s  q u i s q u i s  s i b i  v o l u e r i t  i n t i m a r i ,  co n -  
s u l a t  B arbarism um ."

8 6I b i d . .  p .  7 6 .



® ^ C u r t iu s ,  p .  1*90

Matthew o f  Venddme, i b i d . .  p .  1 8 1 , s e c t i o n  8 . " I n  
hoc autem  a r t i c u l o  m odernis  in c u ra b i t  p o t i u s  a n t iq u o ru m  
a p o lo g ia  quam i r o i t a t i o . "

^ I b i d . . p .  1901 "Q u icq u id  d ic tu m  e s t  de Rufo e t  
R u f in o ,  de A rn u lfo  ( e t )  de S a n c to  E v u rc io  s p i r i t u a l i t e r , 
i n t e l l i g a t u r ,  q u i  me q u o t i d i a n i s  e x a s p e r a t  ab sen tem  opp ro -  
b r i i s ,  c u iu s  linguam  veneno i n v i d i a e  to x ic a ta m  e x i s t i m o . "

^ I b i d . . p .  109 , P ro lo g u s  2* "S iq u id em  d e t r a c t o r -  
ib u s  in d u lg e o  d e l i b e r a t i o n i s  i n d u c i a s ,  u t ,  non n i s i  c o n s u l to  
d i s c r e t i o n i s  d o m ic i l i o  e t  p r a e c o g n i t a  o c c a s io n e  v e l  d e l i b -  
e r a t i o n e  s c r i b e n d i ,  morsu p rae su m p tu o so  p r a e s e n t i  o p u sc u lo  
in d i s c r e tu m  a d h ib e a n t  p r a e ju d ic iu m .  I g i t u r ,  q u ia  d i u t u r n i t -  
a s  s i l e n t i i  nu tr im en tu m  e s t  v e r b i  e t  male c u n c ta  m i n i s t r a t  
im p e tu s ,  R u f in u s  c o l l a t e r a l i s  a d v e r s a r i u s ,  obprobrium  
hominum e t  a b j e c t i o  p l e b i s ,  p o n a t  c u s to d ia m  o r i  su o  e t  
o s t iu m  c i r c u m s t a n t i a e  l a b i i  s u i s ,  nec  ex  c o n f l a t u  i n v id i a e  
meae p a g in a e  s i n e  d i s c u s s io n e  r a t i o n i s  im petuosum  p r a e -  
t e n d a t  v i tu p e r iu m ,  sed  suo a l l u d e n s  c o n c u b i n a r i o  T h aida  
ru fam  c o m p l e c t a t u r . S iq u idem ,

S i  mea R u fin u s  c o r r o d a t  c a rm in a ,  r u f u s  
N e q u i t i a e  p o t e r i t  e s s e  p r o p h e ta  c o l o r .

Vox p e l l i  r e s o n a t ,  a l l u d i t  l i n g u a  c o l o r i ,
P a l p i t a t  i n  Rufo r u f a  c o lo r e  f i d e s .

Non equidem  in v id eo *
S i  me s u s t i n u i t ,  quam vis m erced e , s c o l a r e m ,

S u s t i n e a t  Rufum r u f a  cape11a  marem.
A t ta c k s  su c h  a s  th e s e  a r e  found  th r o u g h o u t  th e  A rs V e r s i f -  
i c a t o r i a . To m en tio n  some o f  th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  p a ssa g e s*  
P ro lo g u e  5i 2 . 2 0 » 2 .28*  2 .3 7 i  2 .42*  3•5* 3 .1 ^ 1  3 .1 9 i  3 .3 5 i  
b A 7 t  9.978

^ I b i d . . 9 .97*  " F a c ta  e x c e p t io n e  s i m i l i t e r  c o l o r -  
a to ru m , q u ia  r u f i  c o l o r i s  i n i q u i t a s  i n  eo p l e n i u s  e x u b e r a t  
e t  i n  e iu s  uxore  f o r s i t a n  e m a n a b i t .  Q u ic q u id  d ic tu m  e s t  
de r u f o  e t  r u f i n o ,  de A rn u lfo  de S a n c to  K v u r c io  s p i r i t u ­
a l i t e r  i n t e l l i g a t u r . "

92  /fi. H au reau . N o tic e s  e t  E x tr a it s  d e  a u e l a u e s  MSS 
I f lU n g  t e  t e  BJ^bllo th ^ T u e Na t  i  ona 1 2 (1 8 9 1 ) T £  i T ^ e F T  
he q u o te s  from B ib . N a t .  L a t .  1 9 1 9 3 .



^ E b e r h a r d  th e  German, L a b o r i n t u s . i n  Les A rt3  
p o e t in u e s  du XTTe e t  du XTTIe s r?lo. ed.  L'dmond F a r a l ( P a r i s «  
L i b r a i r i e  a n c ie n n e  Edouard Champion, 1 9 2 4 ) ,  p .  361 * 675*

Oil
R ic h a rd  H un te r  Rouse and  Mary Ames R o u se , "The 

F l o r i l e g i u m  A ngelicum i i t s  O r ig in ,  C o n te n t  and I n f l u e n c e , "  
in  M edieva l L ea rn in g  and L i t e r a t u r e . E ssa y s  P r e s e n te d  £o 
R ic h a rd  Will iam H u n t, e d i t e d  by J . J .  G, A le x an d e r  and  M.T, 
G ibson (O xfo rd  1 C la ren d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p .  66 .

95Iiisi.

I b i d . ■ p .  77

97Iiil.
98L. D e l i s l e ,  "N o t ice  s u r  v i n g t  m a n u s c r i t s  dun g t

V a t i c a n , "  BEC, XXXVII(1876 ) ,  pp . 4 4 5 -6 .

W C. B arlow , "Codex V a t ic a n u s  l a t i n u s  4 9 2 9 ,"  Memoirs 
o f  th e  A m erican Academy i n  Rome. X V (1938), p p .  8 7 -1 2 4 .

1Q0I b i d . .  p p . 105- 7 .

*01R o u se , p .  85 .

102I b i d . .  p .  86 .

* ° ^ I b l d . . n . 2 .  See a l s o  l e t t e r s  65  and  85 o f  S te p h e n  
o f  f f o u r n a i ,  PL CCXI(1855)# 3 5 6 -7 i  3 8 0 -1 .

104* o u se ,  p .  88 .

1 0 5I b l d .

106I b l d .

107I b i d . .  p .  89 .

p . 92 .

10 9 I b i d . See a l s o  H. W ie ru szo w sk i,  "A re zz o  a s  a
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C e n te r  o f  L e a rn in g  and L e t t e r s  in  th e  T h i r t e e n t h  C en tu ry*"  
T r a d l t l o . IX (1 9 5 3 ) ,  PP» 321-91* and in  p a r t i c u l a r  h e r  
" R h e to r ic  and th e  C l a s s i c s  i n  I t a l i a n  e d u c a t io n  o f  the  
T h i r t e e n t h  C e n tu ry ,"  S tu d ia  G r a t i a n a . X I (1 9 6 7 ) .  pp . 16 9 -2 08 .

1 ,̂0Two l e s s  w e l l  known f i g u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  
l i t e r a r y  s c h o o ls  a t  O r lea n s  were F o u lq u e s  and B e r t i e r  o f  
O r le a n s .  The fo rm er  a l s o  commented upon Ovid* th e  l a t t e r  
w ro te  p o e t r y .  They w i l l  be th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  a  f u t u r e  a r t i c l e .



»•
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CHAPTER I I I  

THE CONTINUATION OF LITERARY STUDIES 

AT ORLEANS IN THE 

THIRTEENTH AND FOURTEENTH CENTURIES

A lth o u g h  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  m e d ie v a l  

u n i v e r s i t y  i s  v e ry  w e l l  known a t  t h i s  t im e ,  th e  same c a n n o t  

be s a i d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  th e  scope and  s p e c i f i c  n a tu r e  o f  th e  

c o n t e n t  o f  th e  a c t u a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  w hich was g i v e n  i n  th e s e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  h i s t o r i a n s  have  made sweep­

in g  and i n a c c u r a t e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  c u r r i c u lu m  a t  

v a r i o u s  u n i v e r s i t y  c e n t e r s .  F o r  e x am p le , t h e  b a s i c  t e n e t  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r le a n s  i s  t h a t  s t u d i e s  were 

l a r g e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  law  a lo n e  a f t e r  1 2 0 0 .  T h is  judgem ent 

h a s  b e en  handed  down and u n q u e s t io n e d  s i n c e  H a s t in g s  

R a s h d a l l ,  th e  d e an  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  h i s t o r i a n s ,  w ro te  h i s  g r e a t  

work on th e  m e d iev a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  The U n i v e r s i t i e s  E u r­

ope i n  th e  Middle A ges . R a s h d a l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  " a f t e r  th e  

d e c a y  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  s c h o o ls  i n  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  no 

r e g u l a r  f a c u l t y  o f  a r t s  m a n i f e s t s  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  i n  th e  

O r le a n s  docum en ts ,  n o r  an y  o t h e r  f a c u l t y  exccep t t h a t  o f  

l a w .”* He f u r t h e r  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  " t h i s  sc rc o o l  o f  grammar 

a p p e a r s  t o  have dw ind led  i n t o  in s ig n i f i c a n c e *  b e fo r e  A.D.
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1 3 0 0 ."2 I n  th e  r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n  o f  R a s h d a l l ,  t h e  e d i t o r s  

m o d if ie d  h i s  judgem ent somewhat, b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  s u f f i c ­

i e n t l y .

W ithou t d o u b t ,  i t  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  o b t a i n  a  f u l l  p i c t u r e  

o f  th e  norm al c o u rse  o f  s t u d i e s  i n  th e  m e d ie v a l  u n i v e r s i t y .  

T h is  i s  o b v io u s ly  one o f  th e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  s o  many g e n e r a l i z a ­

t i o n s  have b een  made i n  th e  p a s t .  Our i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y  meager c o n c e rn in g  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  a r t s .  I t  i s  

e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  a  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  

common p r a c t i c e  i n  th e  s c h o o l s  we m ust p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  b i t s  

o f  i n f o r m a t io n  c o n ta in e d  i n  a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s .  We 

must look  beyond th e  s t a t u t e s  w h ich , s i n c e  t h e  m e d iev a l  

u n i v e r s i t y  a lw ay s fo l lo w e d  l e g i t i m a t e  c u s to m , were e n a c te d  

by th e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  f a c u l t y  o r  n a t i o n ,  o n ly  t o  c o r r e c t  a b u s e s  

o r  t o  c l a r i f y  o b scu re  p o i n t s  th e n  i n  d i s p u t e .  As o f t e n  a s  

n o t ,  th e  s t a t u t e s  o n ly  f o r m a l iz e d  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  had p r e ­

v a i l e d  f o r  some tim e  among members o f  th e  a c a d e m ic  commun­

i t y .  What we m ust do i s  t r y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  on a  b r o a d e r  

b a se  th e  t o t a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m i l i e u  w i th  a l l  i t s  f e rm e n t  and  

change so  t h a t  we w i l l  a r r i v e  a t  a  more p r e c i s e  and more 

r e a l i s t i c  n o t io n  o f  what was t a u g h t  i n  th e  m e d ie v a l  c u r r i c ­

u l a . ^

A lth o u g h  w hat we m ust do c an  be s t a t e d  q u i t e  s im p ly  i n  

w ords , t o  do i t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i s  a  complex p ro b le m  in d e e d .

Even F a t h e r  G lo r i e u x ,  i n  h i s  most r e c e n t  w ork  on th e  f a c u l t y



o f  a r t s  a t  P a r i s ,  La F a c u l t e  d^S. a r t s  a t  323  m a i t r e s  ail 

XTTT aiafilfi.. has  n o ted  t h a t  w h ile  th e  t a s k  o f  p r o v id in g  th e  

d e t a i l s  f o r  h i s  e a r l i e r  work on th e  f a c u l t y  o f  th e o lo g y  

was r e l a t i v e l y  s im p le  b e ca u se  o f  th e  p r e c i s e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t h a t  f a c u l t y  and th e  renown o f  most o f  i t s  m a s t e r s ,  th e  

t a s k  f o r  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  a r t s  and  i t s  m a s te r s  p osed  f a r  

g r e a t e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  him b ecause  th e  m a s te r s  o f  a r t s  

were more numerous th a n  th o s e  o f  o t h e r  f a c u l t i e s . ^

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  e x p e r ie n c e d  what 

h a s  been  c a l l e d  th e  "p rob lem  o f  th e  c l a s s i c s , "  t h a t  i s ,  th e  

c l a s s i c s  were no lo n g e r  s e e n  t o  be o f  i n t e r e s t  b e ca u se  o f  

th e  v a r i o u s  t r e n d s  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  

u n i v e r s i t y  m i l i e u s  o f  t h a t  t im e .  As L ou is  J .  Paetow  p o in te d  

o u t  i n  h i s  s tu d y  "A r ts  C ourse  a t  M edieval U n i v e r s i t i e s  w i th  

S p e c i a l  R e fe re n c e  t o  Grammar and R h e t o r i c , "  t h e  c l a s s i c s  

were overshadow ed i n  th e  r i s i n g  u n i v e r s i t y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  by  

th e  more p o p u la r  s t u d i e s  o f  law  and m e d ic in e .  I n  t h i s  

e x c e l l e n t  monograph Paetow  l i s t e d  f i v e  c a u s e s  f o r  th e  n e g l e c t  

o f  th e  c l a s s i c s  a t  th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  These in c lu d e d  s t r i c t  

c l e r i c a l  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  p ro fa n e  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n d e c e n t  

p ro fa n e  l i t e r a t u r e i  th e  i n t e r e s t  i n  s c i e n c e  and  th e  i n c r e a s ­

in g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  l o g i c .  Not t o  be n e g le c t e d  among th e  

c a u s e s  was th e  l u r e  o f  l u c r a t i v e  s t u d i e s  such  a s  m ed ic in e  

and  la w .^

Many o f  th e  c a u se s  t h a t  Paetow  p o in te d  o u t  i n  t h i s  work
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had an  im pac t and an  e f f e c t  upon O r le a n s  and th e  p u rsu a n ce  

o f  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  t h e r e .  C l e r i c a l  f e e l i n g s  o f  o p p o s i t io n  

were e x p re s s e d  by s e v e r a l  s c h o l a r s .  A le x an d e r  o f  V i l l e d i e u ,  

a m a s te r  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  P a r i s ,  s t r o n g l y  v o ic e d  c l e r i c ­

a l  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s  d i r e c t  and  v i t r i o l i c  a t t a c k  upon th e  

h u m a n is ts  a t  O r le a n s ,  a s  was n o ted  i n  th e  p r e c e d in g  c h a p t e r .  

A s i m i l a r  message i s  found i n  a  serm on d e l i v e r e d  b e fo r e  th e  

s t u d e n t s  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  P a r i s  by J a c q u e s  de V i t r y  

(1 2 4 0 ) .  He a s s e r t e d i

I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  a r t  o f  e lo q u e n ce  
w hich  we d e r iv e  from th e  p o e t s ,  p r o p e r l y  c a l l e d  
a u t h o r s ( a u c t o r e s ) ,  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  choose  f o r  
o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n  th o s e  works which c o n t a i n  m oral 
t e a c h i n g ,  such  a s  th o s e  o f  C a to ,  T h e o d u lu s ,
A v ia n u s ,  P r u d e n t iu s ,  P ro s p e r  S e d u lu s ,  and  above 
a l l  t h e  v e r s i f i e d  B i b l e .  Do n o t  books o f  t h i s  
k in d  s u f f i c e  w i th o u t  t u r n i n g  t o  th e  h i s t o r i a n s  
and  p o e t s  f o r  e x c i t a t i o n s  w hich l e a d  t o  debauch 
and  v a n i t y ? 7

On th e  o t h e r  hand law  and m ed ic in e  a s  p r a c t i c a l  s t u d i e s  

r o s e  t o  su c h  g r e a t  im p o rtan ce  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  ru s h e d  th ro u g h  

t h e i r  p r e l i m i n a r y  a r t s  c o u r s e s  t o  p a r t a k e  p ro b a b ly  o f  th e  

p e c u n ia r y  g a i n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  m ed ic in e  and  law . I n  t h e i r  

e a g e rn e s s  t o  s t u d y  law , th e  s t u d e n t s  n e g le c t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

th e  a r t  o f  grammar which in v o lv e d  th e  a n c i e n t  c l a s s i c s .

Even a t  P a r i s ,  i n  th e  p r e c e d in g  c e n t u r y ,  G e ra ld  de B a r r i ,  

one o f  th e  m ost p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r s  o f  th e  a g e ,  had lam en ted  th e  

overw helm ing d e s i r e  t o  s tu d y  la w , f o r  he saw i t  a s  one o f  th e  

m ost im p o r ta n t  c a u se s  o f  th e  n e g l e c t  o f  l e t t e r s .  E s p e c i a l l y



I n t e r e s t i n g  and  r e v e a l i n g  i s  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  how he 

once h e a rd  a  c e r t a i n  p r o f e s s o r  a t  P a r i s  p r o c la im  b e f o r e  a  

l a r g e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  th e  e v i l  d a y s  had come which 

th e  s i b y l  had f o r e t o l d  i n  h e r  p ro p h ec y  ' t h e  day s  w i l l  come, 

woe t o  them , when law  w i l l  o b l i t e r a t e  th e  s tu d y  o f  l e t t e r s . ' ®

law  in d e e d  d id  pose  a  t h r e a t  t o  th e  s t u d y  o f  th e  l e t t e r s

a s  we may judge  from s e v e r a l  p i e c e s  o f  e v id e n c e .  C o n s t a n t ly

r e c u r r i n g  i n  th e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t  l e t t e r s  t h a t  have

come down t o  us  a r e  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  f a t h e r s  a l l o w  t h e i r  so ns

t o  r e a d  law , a n  e x p e n s iv e  c o u r s e , b u t  one o f  g r e a t  f u t u r e

p r o f i t  and h o n o r .  "He who m aketh  h i s  so n  a  l a w y e r , "  s a i d

Ponce de P ro v e n c e ,  " h a th  f a s h io n e d  an  e n g in e  a g a i n s t  h i s
o

e n e m ie s ,  a  machine f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s . "  The l i s t  o f  g r e a t  

and h o n o ra b le  a lu m n i o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r le a n s  shows 

t h a t  t h e r e  was indeed  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s u b s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  

s t a t e m e n t  f o r  among th e  g r a d u a te s  i n  law w ere  th e  popes 

C lem ent V and  John  XXII a s  w e l l  a s  th e  h u m a n is t  John  

R e u c h l i n .10

D e s p i te  th e  mass o f  i n f o r m a t io n  th e  s t a t u t e s  p ro v id e  

r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  s t u d y  o f  law , we c a n n o t  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e r e  

was o n ly  a  f a c u l t y  o f  law i n  much o f  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  and  a l l  

o f  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  The e v id e n c e  i s  p e rh a p s  more 

i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a  newly a ro u s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  Law. To i l l u s t r a t e  

t h i s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  keep i n  mind th e  d a t e  1 2 3 5 * th e  y e a r  

o f  G r e g o r y 's  b u l l  a l l o w in g  b o th  c i v i l  and c i n o n  law  t o  be
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s t u d  le d  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  O r le a n s .

The c o n t i n u i t y  o f  th e  a r t s  f a c u l t y  a t  O rlean s  on th e  

o t h e r  hand i s  c l e a r  from th e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  th e  y e a r  1312 

t h e r e  a r e  two s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w hich th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s ,  

o r  th e  d i s c i p l i n e s  o f  grammar, l o g i c  and  th e o lo g y  a r e  men­

t i o n e d .  The f i r s t  o c c u rs  i n  a  s t a t u t e  o r  o rd in a n c e  d a te d  

J u l y  17* 1312 , g o v e rn in g  th e  s tu d y  o f  c i v i l  and  canon  law . 

Here t h e r e  i s  a  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  

l i b e r a l  a r t s  which had f l o u r i s h e d  s in c e  th e  t im e  o f  t h e i r  

f o r e f a t h e r s ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  l a s t  o r  p r e v io u s  c e n t u r y . ** 

T h is  s t a t u t e  a l s o  e l a b o r a t e s  on th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s c h o o l  had 

f l o u r i s h e d  b ecau se  o f  i t s  f a v o u r a b le  s u r r o u n d in g s .

l a t e r  t h a t  v e ry  same y e a r ,  December 1 2 ,  1312 , t o  be 

e x a c t ,  th e  s t a t u t e s  r e c o r d  an  o rd in a n c e  o f  P h i l i p  th e  F a i r  

s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  d o c to r s  do n o t  form  a  u n i v e r s i t y  and  would 

n o t  be a b le  t o  make t h e i r  own s t a t u t e s .  T h is  document was 

one o f  th o s e  i s s u e d  when P h i l i p  was t r y i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  th e  

s c h o o l  from  f u n c t i o n in g  a s  a  u n i v e r s i t y .  I n  i t  he s p e c i f i c ­

a l l y  o rd e re d  th e  p r o v o s t  t o  s e e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  p r i v i l e g e s  were

a l s o  e n jo y e d  by " a l l  m a s te r s ,  and  s c h o l a r s  i n  th e o lo g y ,
12gram m ar, and  l o g i c . ”

T here  a r e  o t h e r  s t a t u t e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  t o p i c ,  w h ich , 

how ever, do n o t  f a l l  w i t h in  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  o r  f o u r t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  They a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  w orthy  o f  m en tio n  h e r e .  One 

o f  t h e s e ,  d a te d  A p r i l  2 0 ,  1446 , c o n c e rn s  a  r u l i n g  t h a t  each



gram m arian  who would l i k e  t o  e n jo y  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  p r i v i l e g e s
13would have t o  pay a  f e e  t o  h i s  n a t i o n .  J A n o th e r  r u l i n g  

i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  J u l y  31» 1 ^ 7 •  w hich  p e r t a i n s  t o  th e  

r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O r lea n s  by C h a r le s  V I I , 

m en tioned  b o th  a  f a c u l t y  o f  law a s  w e l l  a s  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n
l i t

t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s .

The i n f o r m a t io n  found  i n  th e  above s t a t u t e s  i s  im p o r ta n t  

and  r e v e a l i n g .  However, t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  g ap s  which must be 

f i l l e d  i n  w i th  d a t a  found  i n  o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  One o f  th e s e  

s o u r c e s  i s  co n tem p o ra ry  l i t e r a t u r e  which s u p p l i e s  c o n s i d e r ­

a b l e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n .  A bout th e  y e a r  1200 , O rlea n s  

was ran k e d  w i th  P a r i s  and o th e r  famous s e a t s  o f  l e a r n i n g  

su c h  a s  S a l e r n o  and B o l o g n a . H o w e v e r ,  th e  w r i t e r s  a lw ays 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i t  a s  th e  c e n t e r  o f  a n c i e n t  c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s .  

F o r  ex am ple , a b o u t  th e  work b e in g  done a t  O r le a n s ,  A le x an d e r  

Neckham e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s a i d ,  " P a rn a s s u s  i t s e l f  c a n n o t  

compare w i th  t h e e ,  O r l e a n s . . . I  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  no o t h e r  c i t y  

th e  song s  o f  th e  Muses, w atched o v e r  w i th  s c  much z e a l ,  a r e  

b e t t e r  i n t e r p r e t e d . " * ^

The c o n t r a s t  be tw een  P a r i s  and  O r le a n s  i s  c l e a r l y  shown 

i n  c e r t a i n  L a t in  poems o f  th e  t w e l f t h  and  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r ­

i e s .  " L e t  P a r i s  be proud o f  h e r  l o g i c  and  O rlea n s  o f  h e r
A 1 7

a u t h o r s , "  w ro te  th e  p o e t  Matthew o f  V e n d o n e . T h e  P o e t r l a  

Nova o f  G e o f f r e y  o f  V in s a u f ,  p e rh a p s  th e  b e s r  known o f  a l l  

th e  m e d ie v a l  a r t s  o f  p o e t r y  u n d e r t a k in g  t o  t . a c h  th e  p r i n -
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c i p l e s  o f  p o e t i c  c o m p o s i t io n ,  i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  th e

l i t e r a t u r e  which t e l l s  us  o f  th e  g l o r y  o f  O r lea n s  i n  th e

t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  I n  i t  G e o f f r e y  a s s e r t s i

I n  tim e  o f  s i c k n e s s  S a l e r n o ,  w i th  i t s  m e d ic a l  
s k i l l  c u re s  th o se  who a r e  i l l .  I n  c i v i l  
c a u s e s  Bologna arms th e  d e f e n s e l e s s  w i th  la w s .
P a r i s ,  in  th e  a r t s ,  d i s p e n s e s  b r e a d  t o  f e e d  
th e  s t r o n g .  O rlea n s  i n  i t s  c r a d l e  r e a r s  
t e n d e r  y o u th  on th e  m ilk  o f  th e  a u t h o r s . 1“

A s i m i l a r  s t a te m e n t  can  be found i n  a  serm on d e l i v e r e d

i n  1229 b e fo re  th e  s t u d e n t s  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T ou louse  by

th e  monk H e l in a n d .  I n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  se rm o n s ,  H e lin a n d

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  c l e r i c s  s e e k  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  a t  P a r i s ,  th e
1 9a u th o r s  a t  O r l e a n s . . .a n d  m o ra ls  now here.

M oreover John o f  G a r la n d ,  who i n  h i s  M orale  S c h o la r iu m  

lam en ted  th e  d e c l in e  o f  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  th e  

more p r o f i t a b l e  s t u d i e s ,  invoked  O r lea n s  a s  t h e  l a s t  s t r o n g ­

h o ld  o f  th e  a r t  o f  e lo q u e n c e .  Among th e  l a s t  o f  th e  c l a s s i c ­

i s t s  i n  P a r i s ,  J o h n 's  im p o rtan ce  l i e s  n o t  m e re ly  i n  h i s  

cham pion ing  o f  th e  c l a s s i c a l  a u t h o r s ,  b u t  i n  h i s  i n s i s t e n t  

p l a n n in g  f o r  a  r e t u r n  t o  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  i n  a  h o s t i l e  age 

and  e n v iro n m e n t .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d  he a p p e a l e d  t o  O r le a n s  t o  

r e v i v e  a  f o r s a k e n  c a u s e .  I n  123^ he w r o t e » "God h as  cho sen

you t o  s u s t a i n  th e  e d i f i c e  o f  e lo q u e n c e  s h a k e n  t o  i t s  v e ry  
20f o u n d a t i o n . " T h is  i s  in d eed  a  lam en t  t h a t  th e  a n c i e n t

a u th o r s  were b e in g  n e g le c t e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  bu t: t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

O r le a n s  was tu rn e d  t o  a s  th e  l a s t  hope i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e
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a u th o r s  were h o ld in g  t h e i r  own t h e r e .

T h a t  th e  c l a s s i c a l  a u th o r s  had p e rh a p s  l o s t  th e  day b u t

were s t i l l  c u l t i v a t e d  i s  e v id e n t  f u r t h e r  i n  th e  poem “The

B a t t l e  o f  th e  Seven A r ts "  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  1250 by th e  t r o u v e r e  
P iH e n r i  d 'A n d e l i .  Grammar, th e  champion o f  O r le a n s ,  su p ­

p o r t e d  by th e  h u m an is ts  and th e  c l a s s i c a l  a u t h o r s ,  went o u t  

t o  do b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  Logic o f  P a r i s ,  who, by t h i s  t im e ,  had 

g a th e r e d  u n der  h e r  wing a l l  th e  books and s t u d i e s  t a u g h t  a t  

t h a t  u n i v e r s i t y .  F o l lo w in g  a  s p i r i t e d  b a t t l e .  Grammar was 

d e f e a t e d ,  and s h e ,  th e  Muse o f  P o e t r y ,  went i n t o  h i d i n g .  

However, th e  a u th o r  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  c o n c lu d ed  t h e  poem w i th  a

v i s i o n  t h a t  th e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  would r e t u r n  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f
22c l a s s i c a l  l e t t e r s .

The poem i t s e l f  i s  most r e v e a l i n g  o f th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  

th e  d a y i

F o r  l o g i c  who i s  a lw ay  w ra n g lin g  
C a l l s  th e  a u th o r s  a u t h o r l i n g s
And th e  s t u d e n t s  o f  O r le a n s  mere grammar b o y s .  J

The poem goes  ont

However l o g i c  has th e  s t u d e n t s  
Whereas grammar i s  r e d u c e d  i n  numbers 
Grammar i s  much w rough t up 
And has r a i s e d  h e r  b a n n e r  
O u ts id e  o f  O rlean s  i n  th e  m id s t  o f  

th e  g r a i n  f i e l d s  2Jl
T here  she  a ssem bled  h e r  arm y.

The c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  army i s  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t s

r a n k s  were made up by th e  fo l lo w in g *  th e  gram m arians

D o n a tu s ,  M a rt ia n u s  Cape11a and  P r i s c i a n ,  th e  m e d ie v a l
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gram m arians , A le x an d e r  o f  V i l l e d i e u  and E b e rh a rd  o f  B e thun e i 

C a to ,  A v ia n u s ,  and T h eo d u lu s ,  th e  a n c i e n t  c l a s s i c a l  a u th o r s  

Homer, C la u d ia n ,  P e r s e u s ,  J u v e n a l ,  H o ra c e ,  V e r g i l ,  L ucan , 

T e re n c e ,  Ovid , Seneca  and M a r t ia l*  th e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  

p o e t s  S e d u lu s ,  P r o s p e r  and P r u d e n t iu s j  th e  m ed iev a l  L a t in  

p o e ts  J e a n  de H a u t e v i l l e ,  Matthew o f  Vendome, G a u t i e r  o f

C h a t i l l o n ,  P e t e r  R ig a ,  A la in  de L i l l e ,  P r im a t  o f  O r le a n s ,
25B ern a rd  S y l v e s t e r  and  v a r io u s  unknown p o e t s  o f  O r le a n s .

The e n d in g  o f  th e  poem i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t s

Grammar w ithd rew
I n t o  E gyp t where sh e  was b o rn
B ut l o g i c  i s  now i n  vogue
E very  boy r u n s  h e r  c o u rs e
E re  he has  p a sse d  h i s  f i f t e e n t h  y e a r
L og ic  i s  now in  vogue
L og ic  i s  i n  a  v e ry  bad  s i t u a t i o n
I n  th e  to w er  o f  M o n te la ry
T here  she  p r a c t i c e s  h e r  a r t
But grammar opposes h e r
W ith  h e r  a u th o r s  and a u t h o r l i n g s
S e n t e n t i o u s  and  f r i v o l o u s 2®

W hatever i n t e r e s t  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h i s  poem to d a y  i s  m ost 

l i k e l y  due t o  th e  i n s i g h t  i t  c a s t s  upon th e  h i s t o r y  o f  

l e a r n i n g  and  t o  i t s  p r o p h e t i c  n a tu r e  a s  t o  th e  d e c l i n e  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  grammar and  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  l o g i c .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o n te m p o ra ry  l i t e r a t u r e  o u r  knowledge o f  

t h e  m e d ie v a l  c u r r i c u lu m  t h a t  f l o u r i s h e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  o f  l e a r n i n g  i s  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e d  by th e  i n s i g h t s  con ­

t a i n e d  i n  s t u d e n t  l e t t e r s ,  a  t h i r d  s o u rc e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

S tu d e n t  l e t t e r s  p ro v id e  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  so u rc e  o f  in f o r m a t io n



t o  s c h o l a r s  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s *  As H a sk in s  p o in te d  out*

th e y  e n a b le d  T h u ro t  t o  c o n c lu d e  from  th e  m odels o f  Ponce o f

P rovence  t h a t  l o g i c  was n o t  o n ly  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  s tu d y

o f  law  b u t  was demanded a l s o  o f  s t u d e n t s  o f  m ed ic in e  and
27was in d i s p e n s a b le  f o r  th e o lo g y .  r S i m i l a r  e v id e n c e  e n a b le d  

D e l i s l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  s c h o o l  

o f  r h e t o r i c  and l i t e r a t u r e  a t  O r le a n s  i n  th e  t w e l f t h  

c e n t u r y . 2®

S tu d e n t  l e t t e r s  a l s o  a r e  a  v a lu a b l e  s o u r c e  f o r  th e  

prob lem  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  i n  t h i s  p a p e r .  They p a r t i c u l a r l y  

sh ed  much more l i g h t  upon th e  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  do th e  

s t a t u t e s ,  and make p o s s i b l e  a  more d e f i n i t i v e  c o n c lu s io n .

I n  u t i l i z i n g  s t u d e n t  l e t t e r s ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  remember, 

how ever, a s  H ask in s  p o in te d  o u t ,  t h a t  one s h o u ld  n o t  s e e k  i n  

them t r u s t w o r t h y  d e t a i l s  o f  b io g ra p h y  o r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  h i s ­

t o r y .  But one may w e l l  e x p e c t  them " t o  r e f l e c t  f a i t h f u l l y

b e ca u se  u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  ag e  i n  w hich
29th e y  were composed. 7

I n  th e  c a se  o f  O r le a n s ,  th e  s t u d e n t  l e t t e r s  a r e  h i g h ly  

i l l u s t r a t i v e ,  and e x a c t l y  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n .  T h ere  i s ,  f o r  

ex am ple , a  s t u d e n t  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  a t  O r le a n s  i n  th e  f i r s t  

h a l f  o f  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  w hich h e lp s  e m p h a s iz e  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  O rlean s  was known a s  a  h u m a n is t i c  c e n t e r .  The 

w r i t e r  o f  th e  l e t t e r  a s s e r t s i



I  have been  a  lo n g  t im e  a t  P a r i s *  and I  
have l e a rn e d  from many t e s t i m o n i e s  t h a t  
knowledge o f  a u th o r s  red oun ds  s i n g u l a r l y  
t o  th e  honor of th o s e  who p o s s e s s  i t .  I  
have t h e r e f o r e  come t o  O r le a n s  w i th  th e  
i n t e r e s t  o f  making some p r o g r e s s  i n  t h i s  
s tu d y  and I  hope t o  su c c e e d  i f  I  have th e  
b o o k s .30

From O rlea n s  a l s o  a n o th e r  s t u d e n t  w ro te  t h a t  he had 

become famous i n  d i a l e c t i c  and was d e s i r o u s  o f  s tu d y in g  

th e o lo g y  i f  o n ly  h i s  f a t h e r  would send  him enough money t o  

buy a  B i b l e .  A p p a re n t ly  th e  f a t h e r ,  how ever, c o u ld  n o t  

a f f o r d  th e  expense  o f  su c h  a  c o u rs e  and a d v is e d  h i s  so n  t o  

t u r n  t o  some more l u c r a t i v e  p r o f e s s io n .* '

F u r th e rm o re ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  A uvray , O r le a n s  was p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y  fec u n d  in  f o r m u la r i e s  w hich abound i n  p r e c i o u s  in fo rm a ­

t i o n  a b o u t  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  r h e t o r i c  and  d i p l o m a t i c s ,  a l th o u g h  

th e y  were once th o u g h t  t o  be empty o f  su c h  v a lu a b le  in fo rm a ­

t i o n . ^ 2

However, th e  b e s t  e v id e n c e  p e rh a p s  t h a t  O r le a n s  was 

o f f e r i n g  c o u rs e s  b e s id e s  th o s e  i n  law  i s  found i n  th e  

F o rm u la ry  o f  T r e g u i e r ,  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  model l e t t e r s ,  w hich 

was p u b l i s h e d  by Leopold  D e l i s l e  i n  th e  Memoires o f  th e  

S o c i e t e  a r c h e o lo g la u e  e t  h l s t o r i a u e  de l ’ O r l e a n a i s . The 

l e t t e r s  a r e  by an  anonymous a u th o r  whose s t y l e  f u r n i s h e d  

s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e  f o r  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e i r  c o m p o s i t io n  t o  

t h e  end o f  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  o r  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  S e v e r a l  o f  th e  l e t t e r s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a r e  d a te d  1313# 

131^» and  1315 . ^  I n  m ost o f  t h e s e  t e x t s ,  e i t h e r  o r  b o th
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t h e  s c h o o l  o f  l e t t e r s  and th e  t e a c h in g  o f  grammar and 

r h e t o r i c  i s  m en tio n ed . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  

n o t i c e  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  se v en  t im e s  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  O rlea n s  a r e  

d e s ig n a t e d  by th e  words "gymnasium" o r  " s tu d iu m  G e n a b e n s i ." 3 4  

The a u th o r  o f  th e  fo rm u la ry  seems t o  have r e g a rd e d  th e  

word Genabum. th e  a n c i e n t  tiame o f th e  town o r  O r le a n s ,  a s  

b e in g  synonymous w i th  O r l e a n s . ^  The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  h ig h ly  

i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  th e  se n se  t h a t  i t  a l s o  p r o v id e s  a b u n d an t  

d e t a i l s  a b o u t  th e  hou seh o ld  f i n a n c e s  and p r i v a t e  l i v e s  o f  

th e  B re to n  f a m i l i e s  t o  whom th e  l e t t e r s  a r e  a d d r e s s e d .  A l l  

s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and  o c c u p a t io n s  seem t o  be r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  

th e  l e t t e r s .

I n  th e  above c o l l e c t i o n .  F o rm u la ry  4 c o m p r ise s  a  r e q u e s t  

by  a  s t u d e n t  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  f o r  com pass ion  and  a i d ,  and  i t  

r e f e r s  t o  O rlea n s  a s  " d e d ic a t e d  t o  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s " ( d e d i t u s  

s t u d i o  l i t e r a l ! ) . ^  The r e p l y  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  c o n ta in e d  

i n  F o rm u la ry  5 w hich makes s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  "O r le a n s  

d e d ic a t e d  t o  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s " ( L i t e r a r u m  s t u d i o  d e d i t o

g e n a b e n s i )  a s  w e l l  a s  an  amount o f  one h u nd red  s o l i d i  t o  be
37s e n t .  The k i n d ly  and w ise  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  b r o t h e r  i s  

e v id e n t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  l e t t e r  o f  r e p l y .

The n e x t  two f o r m u l a r i e s ,  numbers 6 and 7» a r e  a l s o  

q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  A lth o u g h  number 6 c o n c e rn s  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  

law , i t  i s  s t i l l  v a lu a b le  a s  a  so u rc e  r e g a r d i n g  o t h e r  su b ­

j e c t s  o f  th e  c u r r i c u lu m .  I t  i s  a  l e t t e r  o f  recom m endation
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f o r  two p r o f e s s o r s  o f  law . I n  i t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  r e f e r e n c e

made t o  th e  "gym nasio G e n a b e n s i . F o r m u l a r y  ? opens w ith

a s a l u t a t i o n  t o  th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  l a b y r i n t h ,  a  r e f e r e n c e
"59t h a t  i s  common in  th e  c o l l e c t i o n .

E s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  F o rm u la ry  8 .  T h is  i s  a
hn

l e t t e r  from a  m a s te r  a t  th e  s c h o o l  o f  P r a t  t o  a  f r i e n d  a t

O r lea n s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  buy him a  copy o f  th e

D o c t r i n a l e . a  grammar composed by A le x a n d e r  o f  V i l l e d i e u

a b o u t  1199 which r e p l a c e d  th e  grammars o f  D onatus and P r i s -  

c i a n .  I n  a s k in g  f o r  t h i s  book a s  w e l l  a s  a  few o t h e r  works 

o f  grammar, t h e  w r i t e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  books a r e  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  h i s  own l e s s o n s  and a r e  books t o  w hich he has no a c ­

cess.**’1 T h is  l e t t e r  a l s o  b e g in s  w i th  th e  r e v e a l i n g  s a l u t a ­

t i o n  " p r e c o r d i a l i s s i m o  su o  s o c i o  a c  e t ia m  s p e c i a l i  l e t t e r -  

arum s t u d i o  d e d i t o  G e n a b e n s i . . . , "  a  ty p e  o f  s a l u t a t i o n

commonly found  i n  many o f  th e  l e t t e r s  c o n ta in e d  i n  th e  n i n e -
Il o

t e e n  odd f o l i o s .

F i n a l l y  F o rm u la ry  19 has th e  r e q u e s t  o f  a  s t u d e n t  a t  

O r le a n s  engaged in  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  and i n  need  o f  money.

The l e t t e r  i s  a d d re s s e d  t o  th e  s t u d e n t ' s  u n c le  and i t  a s k s  

f o r  th e  p r o f i t s  from t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  r e n t s .  The r e p l y  r e f e r s  

t o  th e  nephew a s  "Genabense e x e r c e n t l . "  J

R e fe re n c e s  t o  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  dom ina te  th e  e n t i r e  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s  i n  th e  F o rm u la ry  o f  T r e g u i e r .  The 

o v e r a l l  c o l l e c t i o n  le d  D e l i s l e  t o  make im p o r ta n t  c o n c lu s io n s



r e g a r d i n g  th e  r o l e  o f  grammar i n  th e  m e d ie v a l  c u r r i c u lu m .

The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r lea n s  was n o t  th e  o n ly  u n i v e r s i t y  men­

t i o n e d  i n  th e  c o l l e c t i o n .  Y et i t  i s  th e  one t h a t  i s  r e ­

f e r r e d  t o  m ost f r e q u e n t l y .  I t  seemed t o  e n jo y  trem endous 

p o p u l a r i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  a  g r e a t  r e p u t a t i o n  among th e  p e o p le  

o f  B r i t t a n y .

One famous B re to n  alumnus was Yves He l o r y  o r  a s  he was 

more commonly c a l l e d ,  Yves l e  B r e to n .  Yves l e  B re to n  s t u d ­

i e d  c i v i l  and  canon law a t  O r le a n s .  He c o m p le te d  t h e s e  

s t u d i e s  i n  1278 and r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  n a t i v e  p r o v i n c e .  He 

became known a s  th e  law y er  o f  th e  p o o r ,  f o r  he  p u t  h i s  

l e g a l  e x p e r t i s e  t o  work f o r  th e  p o o r  p e o p le  o f  th e  r e g i o n .

H is  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  an  h o n e s t  la w y e r  and  a s  a  man o f  c h a r i t y  

and  h e r o i c  a s c e t i c i s m  grew  q u i c k l y .  He was o r d a in e d  a  p r i e s t  

and  i n  13^7 he was c a n o n is e d .  The p ro s e  f o r  h i s  o f f i c e  s a i d

" S a n c tu s  Iv o  e r a t  B r i t o ,  a d v o c a tu s  sed  non  l a t r o ,  r e s
Lc

m ira n d a  p o p u lo ."

A n o th e r  i l l u m i n a t i n g  example from  th e  t im e  o f  In n o c e n t  

I I I  and  P h i l i p  A ugustus and e v i d e n t l y  e m a n a t in g  from  

O r le a n s  c o n c e rn s  F le m ish  s t u d e n t s  o f  th e  c l a s s i c s  a t  O r le a n s .  

W hile th e  l e t t e r  does m en tion  th e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c s  

t h e r e ,  u n l ik e  th e  o th e r  l e t t e r s  n o te d  above,, t h e  l e t t e r  

w r i t e r  c o m p la in s  a b o u t  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  b e i n g  g i v e n .  The 

l e t t e r  i s  f u l l  o f  i n s i g h t s  a b o u t  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  O r le a n s .  The 

s t u d e n t  com pla ined  t h a t  " d e p a r t i n g  from  th e  p ro v in c e  o f
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F la n d e r 8 ( we chose  th e  s c h o o l  o f  O r le a n s  I n  o r d e r  t o  r e a d

th e  a u t h o r s . "  On a r r i v a l  a t  t h e i r  c h o sen  s c h o o l ,  how ever,

th e  s t u d e n t s  found  t h a t  th e  m a s te r s  were v e ry  d i f f i c u l t

s i n c e  th e y  co n d u c ted  t h e i r  c o u r s e s  on a  h i g h l y  advanced

l e v e l  and n e g le c t e d  t o  ta k e  t im e  o u t  f o r  s t u d e n t s  who were

n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  o r  p r o p e r l y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  c l a s s e s .

I n  d e s p e r a t i o n  th e  s t u d e n t s  tu rn e d  t o  a  t u t o r ,  b u t  he

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t a u g h t  them w i th  l e s s  c a r e  t h a n  was n e c e s s a r y
kg

f o r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .

The above th u s  p ro v id e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  w e l l  beyond th e  

t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and th e  a u t h o r s  were s t i l l  

b e in g  t a u g h t  and r e a d  a t  O r le a n s .  And t h i s  was t r u e  n o t  

o n ly  i n  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  and  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  b u t  w e l l  

a f t e r  a s  w e l l .  However, t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  

o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  c l a s s i c a l  L a t i n  c u l t u r e  i s  s o  w id e sp re a d  

t h a t  i t  would p e rh a p s  m in im ize  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h i s  e v i ­

d e n c e .  E .K . Rand was one o f  th e  f i r s t  t o  c h a l l e n g e  th e  

c o n c e p t  o f  th e  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  o f  L a t i n  c u l t u r e .  ' I n  h i s  

w r i t i n g  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  Rand em phasized  th a t ;  t h e r e  must have 

been  some s o r t  o f  s c h o o ls  i n  w hich th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  were 

c o n t in u o u s ly  c u l t i v a t e d .  Rand a d m i t te d  t h a t  i t  would be 

a b s u rd  t o  deny t h a t  th e  r u l i n g  p a s s i o n  o f  t h e  age  was in d e e d  

d i a l e c t i c ,  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  g e n e r a l  c a l l .  t o  th e  p r a c t i c a l ,  

th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  and th e  m odern. Y e t d e s p i t e  a l l  th e  n o v e l  

a s p e c t s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  a g e ,  Rand f e l t  t h a t  grammar
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and th e  o ld  a u th o r s  were s t i l l  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  th e  p o r t a l  o f  

a  sound e d u c a t io n .  A f t e r  a l l ,  he r e a s o n e d ,  E v e ra rd  th e  

G e r m a n , H u g o  o f  T r e m b e r g ,^  and B ru n e t to  L a t in i^ ®  were 

somewhere in fo rm in g  y o u th .

The n o t io n  t h a t  s tu d y  o f  th e  c l a s s i c a l  a u t h o r s  was 

b e in g  n e g le c t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  law  and m edic ine  i s  one t h a t  h a s  

been  m a in ta in e d  f o r  f a r  to o  lo n g  a  p e r i o d .  The l i b e r a l  a r t s  

a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  th e  advanced a r e a s  o f  

s t u d y ,  law and m e d ic in e ,  c o n t in u e d  t o  be t r u e .  The l i b e r a l  

a r t s  were p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  th e  h ig h e r  s t u d i e s ,  n o t  i n  o p p o s i ­

t i o n  t o  them. T here  i s  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  p r e c i s e l y  o f  t h i s  

lcind i n  th e  s t a t u t e s  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T oulouse  i n  th e  

f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  P resum ab ly  t h i s  was i n d i c a t i v e  o f  co n ­

d i t i o n s  i n  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  a s  w e l l .  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  

grammar was p r e s c r i b e d  a t  T ou louse  w i th  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  th e  

s tu d y  o f  th e  two m ed iev a l  gram m ars, th e  D o c t r i n a l e  and 

G reclsm us a s  a  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  c o u rs e  i n  a r t s . ^

A t t h i s  p o i n t  i n  ou r  s t u d y ,  i t  i s  w o r th w h ile  t o  lo ok  i n  

c lo s e  d e t a i l  a t  a  p ro d u c t  o f  th e  t r a i n i n g  and i n s t r u c t i o n  

t h a t  was b e in g  o f f e r e d  by th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r l e a n s .  One o f  

th e  m ost p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r s  o f  th e  age was E u s ta c h e  Descham ps, 

a  p o e t  b o rn  a t  f 'a rne  s h o r t l y  b e fo re  13 50 .^ 2 Deschamps i s  

s a i d  t o  have s t u d i e d  a r t s  and  law  a s  w e l l  as a s t r o l o g y  a t  

th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r le a n s .  He l a t e r  becaine a  r o y a l  f u n c ­

t i o n a r y .
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The work o f  E u s tach e  Deschamps i s  a  g o ld  mine s in c e  i t  

r e f l e c t s  th e  d u a l  a s p e c t s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f f e r e d  a t  O r le a n s .  

Deschamps had l e g a l  t r a i n i n g ,  and many o f  h i s  works o f f e r  

i l l u m i n a t i n g  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  p r e l i m i n a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  th e  

t r i v i u m  and q u ad riv iu m  a s  w e l l  a s  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  m ed ic in e  and  

a s t r o l o g y .  I t  can  be assumed t h a t  much o f  th e  knowledge 

and in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i s  p o e t r y  was a c q u i r e d  

d u r in g  th e  c o u rse  o f  h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n  a t  O r le a n s .

E u s ta c h e  Deschamps i s  p i c t u r e d  a s  a  y o u th  o f  lo w ly  

b i r t h  who was q u i t e  p r e c o c io u s .  As a  young c h i l d  he i s  s a i d  

t o  have dev e lo p p ed  a  lov e  o f  books and  o f  l e a r n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  

a  s p i r i t  o f  i n q u i r y  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  d a y s .

As a  s t u d e n t  he w anted t o  l e a r n  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a n c i e n t  l a n ­

g u a g e s ,  law , r h e t o r i c ,  s c i e n c e s .  He a p p a r e n t l y  to o k  w hat­

e v e r  c o u r s e s  he c o u ld  i n  o r d e r  t o  e x te n d  h i s  r a n g e  o f  l e a r n -

in g .5 *

A lth o u g h  t h e r e  i s  g e n e r a l  d i s a g r e e m e n t  c o n c e r n in g  h i s

l i t e r a r y  r e p u t a t i o n ,  Deschamps was h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  by h i s  
cc

c o n te m p o r a r ie s . J However, f o l lo w in g  h i s  d e a t h ,  h i s  work 

f e l l  i n t o  o b l i v i o n .  I n  1837 a  s e l e c t i o n  ot  h i s  poems was 

p u b l i s h e d ,  and in  18^9 Tarbe came o u t  w i th  h i s  s e r i e s  on 

Deschamps* work. Between 1878  and  1903 t h e  c o m p le te  works 

o f  E u s ta c h e  Deschamps were p u b l i s h e d .  One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

D escham ps' work t h a t  im p re sse d  a l l  h i s  c r i t i c s  was th e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t  abounds i n  d e t a i l  r e g a r d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  and
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m anners and in  t h i s  way s e r v e s  a s  a  f a i t h f u l  m i r r o r  o f  th e  

g e n e r a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  h i s  t im e .

One o f  Deschamps' m ost e n l i g h t e n i n g  works i s  h i s  A r t  de 

D l c t l e r  i n  which he g iv e s  a  g e n e r a l  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  t r i v i u m  

and q u a d r iv iu m . W r i t t e n  i n  1392 , th e  A r t  D i c t i e r  i s  th e  

o n ly  c r i t i c a l  document by a  p o e t  whose l i t e r a r y  and p e r s o n a l  

c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  Chaucer a r e  d e m o n s t r a b le ,  w h a te v e r  a t t i ­

tu d e s  i t  r e v e a l s  a b o u t  p o e t r y  a r e  t h e r e b y  o f  th e  u tm o s t  

im p o r ta n c e . 5^

The sum m aries o f  th e  se v e n  l i b e r a l  a r t s  found  i n  th e  

A r t  de D i c t i e r  a r e  f a i r l y  c o n v e n t io n a l  a l th o u g h  th e y  fo c u s  

more on p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  th a n  e a r l i e r  t r e a t m e n t s .  

Grammar i s  th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  se v en  l i b e r a l  a r t s  and  i t s  

p r i n c i p a l  a r t .  Through i t ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  Deschamps, one can  

l e a r n  a l l  th e  o t h e r  a r t s .  I t  i s  th e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o  th e  h ig h ­

e s t  o f  t h i n g s . 5^ The second  o f  th e  a r t s ,  l o g i c ,  i s  th e  

a r t  o f  r e a s o n i n g .  I t  e n a b le s  one t o  d i s c e r n  and  r e c o g n i s e  

th e  t r u t h  among f a l s i t i e s .  And m a s te ry  o f  i t  makes man 

s u b t l e  i n  h i s  c h o ic e  o f  words a s  w e l l  a s  more c l e v e r  among 

m en.5® R h e to r i c  which c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  p a r t s  i s  th e  s c i e n c e  

o f  s p e a k in g  c o r r e c t l y .  A good s t u d e n t  o f  r h e t o r i c  must be 

a b le  t o  speak  w i s e l y ,  b r i e f l y ,  c o m p le te ly  and  w i th o u t  

d i f f i c u l t y . 59

Moving t o  th e  q u a d r iv iu m , Deschamps h e ld  t h a t  geo m etry  

i s  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  m easu r in g  and c o n s t r u c t i n g  a c c o r d in g  t o
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p r o p o r t i o n s  . He c o n ce iv e d  geo m etry  i n  th e  most p r a c t i c a l  

way a s  an  a r t  t h a t  i s  m a s te re d  by  c a r p e n t e r s  and  masons i f  

t h e y  a r e  t o  pe rfo rm  w e l l  i n  t h e i r  own metier.**® A r i th m e t ic #  

Deschamps c o n tin u ed #  i s  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  c a l c u l a t i n g  and 

c o u n t in g  w i th  A ra b ic  numbers and o f  m ea su r in g ,  and  s u r v e y in g ,  

knowing tim e  and th e  m on e ta ry  sy s te m . Thus, a c c o r d in g  t o  

Deschamps, i t  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  a r t  f o r  b a n k e r s ,  money chang­

e r s  and a s t r o n o m e r s . ^  A stronom y, he h e ld ,  i s  th e  s c i e n c e  

o f  th e  c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  s t a r s  and  th e  sev en  p l a n e t s ,  e r r a t i c  

and  p r i n c i p a l i  M ars, M ercury , Venus, S a tu r n ,  J u p i t e r ,  th e  

Sun and Moon. I t  c o n c e rn s  t h e i r  i n f lu e n c e s  and  d i s p o s i t i o n s  

a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  q u a l i t i e s  and c o n ju n c t io n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

s i g n s  and  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n s .  A cco rd in g  t o  Deschamps, 

a s tro n o m y  was a  v e ry  u s e f u l  a r t  i n  t h a t  one c o u ld  judge th e  

n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n s  o f  men a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  b i r t h  d a t e s .

I t  was a l s o  q u i t e  u s e f u l  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and m e d ic in a l  

p u r p o s e s .

M usic , he a s s e r t e d ,  i s  th e  l a s t  o f  th e  s e v e n  l i b e r a l  

a r t s .  To t h i s  a r t  Deschamps d e v o te d  th e  l e n g t h i e s t  d i s c u s s i o n  

i n  th e  work and th e  one i n  w hich  he v a r i e d  th e  m ost from 

t r a d i t i o n a l  m e d iev a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h i s  a r t .  Deschamps 

seem s, i n  f a c t ,  t o  d iv o rc e  m usic  c o m p le te ly  from  th e  o t h e r  

s i x  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  No a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  made in  th e  A r t  de 

D i c t i e r  o f  m usic  w i th  th e  c o n te m p la t io n  of u n i v e r s a l  p r o ­

p o r t i o n ,  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e a r l i e r  m ed ieva l  t r e a t m e n t s  o f
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t h i s  a r t ,  f o r  exam ple , t h a t  o f  B o e th iu s .  I n s t e a d  Deschamps 

r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  p r a c t i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g ic a l  p u rp o se  o f  

m u s ic .  While th e  o th e r  s i x  l i b e r a l  a r t s  were s t u d i e d  so  

t h a t  man would be w e l l  e d u c a te d ,  th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  m usic was 

t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h a t  s tu d y  by a s s u a g in g  m an 's  w e a r in e s s  and 

p s y c h o l o g ic a l l y  r e f r e s h i n g  him . I n  t h i s  way he c o u ld  t u r n  

t o  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  l e a r n in g  and knowledge w ith  i n c r e a s e d  

v ig o r  and e n e rg y ,  and more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w ith  u n d iv id e d  

a t t e n t i o n . ^

A cco rd in g  t o  Deschamps t h e r e  were two ty p e s  o f  m u s ic ,

a r t i f i c i a l  and n a t u r a l .  A r t i f i c i a l  was made up o f  n o t e s .

Knowledge o f  th e s e  n o te s  e n a b le d  man t o  s in g  and p l a y  i n -  
64s t r u m e n t s .  The o th e r  ty p e  o f  m u s ic ,  n a t u r a l  m u s ic ,  

Deschamps e q u a te d  w i th  l y r i c  p o e t r y . ^  Not o n ly  does 

Deschamps d e f in e  l y r i c  p o e t r y  a s  a  s p e c i e s  o f  m u s ic ,  b u t  

he a l s o  makes a n  a n a lo g y  be tw een  th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  m usic  and 

t h a t  o f  m e d ic in e ,  a  theme t h a t  r e c u r s  i n  some o f  h i s  b a l l a d s .  

N a t u r a l  m usic  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  m e t r i c a l  a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  words 

i n  c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n s ,  a l t h o u g h ,  a s  he p o i n t s  o u t ,  th e  words o f  

a  song  c o u ld  be d iv o rc e d  from  t h e i r  m u s ic a l  s e t t i n g  and 

c o u ld  l i v e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y . ^  C o n t in u in g  t h i s  them e, Deschamps 

makes c l e a r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e s e  w o rd s ,  once a r r a n g e d  i n  

r h y th m ic a l  p a t t e r n s ,  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  sung o r  even  s e t  t o

m u s ic .  T h is  he f e l t  was due t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  w r i t e r s  i n  h i s
- 67day  f o r  th e  most p a r t  d id  n o t  know how t o  compose m usic .
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The A r t  de D i c t i e r  was th e  l e n g t h i e s t  work on th e

se v en  l i b e r a l  a r t s  t h a t  Deschamps w r o te .  Y e t he r e t u r n e d  t o

t h i s  t o p i c  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s  and  d e v o te d  s e v e n a l  poems 
68t o  t h i s  t o p i c .  A no ther s u b j e c t  t h a t  he ch o se  t o  d e s c r i b e

69r e p e a t e d l y  was t h a t  o f  m e d ic in e .  H aving  b e en  t r a i n e d  a s  

a  law y er  a t  O r le a n s ,  Deschamps n e v e r t h e l e s s  c h o se  t o  

p h i lo s o p h iz e  and w r i t e  a b o u t  th e  e s s e n t i a l  e le m e n ts  o f  a  

l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  th e  k in d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  he r e ­

c e iv e d  a t  O r le a n s .

Deschamps a p p a r e n t l y  h e ld  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r lea n s  i n  

su ch  h ig h  r e g a r d  t h a t  he s e n t  h i s  son  t h e r e .  By t h i s  t im e ,  

how ever, c o n d i t i o n s  e v i d e n t l y  had changed  f o r  th e  w o rse .  I n  

Le M lr o i r  de l i 'a r la g e . a  s a t i r i c a l  poem, Deschamps d e p ic te d  

th e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  were t h e n  p r e v a l e n t .  Some, he s a i d ,  

s e n t  t h e i r  sons  t o  O rlea n s  t o  l e a r n  th e  l a w s ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  

two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  R a th e r  t h e y  rem a in e d  t h e r e  f o r  se v e n  o r  

e i g h t  y e a r s  w i th o u t  a t t a i n i n g  m a s te ry  o f  t h e i r  s u b j e c t .

They l o s t  a l l  s e n se  o f  p u r p o s e ,  became r i b a l d ,  a n d ,  t o  make 

m a t t e r s  w o rse ,  t u r n e d  t o  v i c e .  They v e ry  o f t e n  became 

r o b b e r s  and  m u rd e re r s ,  s t u d i e d  l i t t l e  and f o u g h t  w e l l ,  u s u a l ­

l y  o v e r  women*

A u l t r e s  q u i  s o n t  p r a t i c i e n s ,
M ecten t l e u r s  f i l z  a  O r l i e n s  
P o u r  a l e r  a p ra n d re  l e s  d r o i s .
Mais ce n ' e s t  pas  deux a n s  ne t r o i s *
S e p t  an s  ou r  h u i t  i l l e c  d e m e u re n t ,
E t  1*a v o i r  l e u r s  p e r e s  d e v e u r e n t .

♦ R ib a u lx  d e v ie n n e n t  e t  p u t i e r s ,
Les a u lc u n s  l a r r o n s  e t  m u r d r i e r s t



Po e s t u d i e n t ,  b i e n  se  b a t e n t ,
Pour l e u r 9 f i l l e t t e s  se  c o m b a te n t .  
T e lz  y e s t  d r o i s  e t  s a i n s  a l e z ,
Qui en r e v i e n t  to u s  a i ' f o l e z .
T e lz  y  a  f a i t  s i x  an s  de-neure-Q 
Qui e s t  t u e z  en  p e t i t  d ' e u r e . '
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2I b l d . .  p .  142.

^For an  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
such  a  p rob lem  see  R ich a rd  Lemay, "The T each ing  o f  A s tro n ­
omy i n  M edieval U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  P r i n c i p a l l y  a t  P a r i s  i n  th e  
F o u r t e e n th  C e n tu ry ,"  M a n u sc r iP ta . XX (1976), p p .  1 9 7 -2 1 ? .

**P. G l o r i e u x ,  R e p e r t o i r e  des  m a i t r e s  en  th e o l o g j e  
de P a r i s  au XIII  s i e c l e . 2 v o l s . P a r i s i J .  V rin ,  1 9 3 3 - 3 4 .

^P . G lo r i e u x ,  La F a c u l t e  des  a r t s  JLfc g c s  m a i t r e s  
au  X I I I  s l f e o le . P a r i s i  J .  V r in ,  1971.

^Paetow , " A r ts  C o u r s e . . . , "  p .  20 .

7 I b l d . .  p .  27
0

G ir a ld u s  C am b ren s is ,  "Speculum E c c l e s i a e  Proem ium ," 
i n  h i s  Opera . e d .  J . S .  B rew er(R o l l s  S e r i e s ) .  I V ( l 86 l ) ,  p .
7* " V e n ie n t  d i e s ,  vae i l l i s ,  q u ib u s  l e g e s  o b l i t e r a b u n t  
s c i e n t i a m  l i t e r a r u m . "

% e l e n  W ad d e ll ,  W andering S c h o la r s  (L ondon» Con­
s t a b l e  and Co . ,  1 9 2 7 ) ,  p .  132 .

* °B im b en e t ,  p p . 348-351*

* * F o u rn ie r ,  I ,  p .  37« "Sane dum i n t e r  c i v e s  A u r e l -  
i a n e n s i s  c i v i t a t i s ,  i n  qua p r o p t e r  o p p o r tu n i t a t e m ,  f e r t i l -  
i t a t e m  e t  a m en ita tem  l o c i ,  sub  a l i i s  p ro g e n i to ru m  n o s tro ru m  
e t  n o s t r i s  l i b e r a l i u m  a r t i u m ,  p re c ip u e  j u r i s  c a n o n i c i  
s tu d iu m  e t  c i v i l i s  n o s c i t u r  f l o r u i s s e , unde t o t  e t  t a n t i  
d o c to r e s  p r o c e s s i s s e  n o s c u n tu r ,  e t  e m in e n te s  p e r s o n e ,  
te m p o r ib u s  r e t r o a c t i s ,  q u i  v i r tu t u m  e t  s c i e n t i e  f u l g o r e  
s p l e n d e n t e s ,  f ru c tu m  m u l t ip l i c e m ,  Deo g ra tu m , e t  hom in ibus 
s a lu b re m , p e r  mundi d i v e r s a  c l i m a t a  r e d d i d e r u n t . "
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12 p p .  W -lf l  i " . . . n o s  ad eorum r e q u l s i t i o n e m
hujusm odi g r a t i a s  a t  p r i v i l e g i a  ad omnes m a g is t ro s  e t  
s c o l a r e s  i n  t h e o l o g i a ,  g ram m atica , e t  l o g ic a  l e g e n t e s  e t  
s t u d e n te s  A u r e l i a n i s ,  volumus e t  de g r a t i a  s p e c i a l i  e -  

« l a r g i r i  p re c ip im u s  e t  e x t e n d i . . . ”
* I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  s e v e r a l  p e o p le  a r e  m en tioned  

a s  h a v in g  s tu d i e d  th e o lo g y  a t  O r le a n s .  R o b e r t  de B a r d i ,  
a  F l o r e n t i n e  by b i r t h  i s  s a i d  t o  have s t u d i e d  f i r s t  a t  
O r le a n s ,  th e n  a t  P a r i s  i n  th e  e a r l y  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
See S a b b a d in i ,  I I I ,  p .  35* A lso  m entioned  a s  h a v in g  e i t h e r  
s t u d i e d  o r  t a u g h t  th e o lo g y  a t  O rlean s  a r e  R ic h a rd  o f  
C h i c h e s t e r ( d .  1253) a s  w e l l  a s  th e  A i c e l i n  B r o t h e r s .  These 
c l e r i c s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  in  d e t a i l  i n  th e  l a s t  c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  

■ work. The r e c e n t  s tu d y  o f  Luciano Gargan, Lo S t u d i o  te.o-  
lo g ic o  i  l a  b i b i i o t e c a  d e i  dom enicani  & Padova n e l  t r e  e. 
q u a t t r o c e n t o  shows t h a t  th e  Dom inican s tu d iu m  i n  Padua was 
in c o r p o r a te d  i n t o  t h a t  c i t y ' s  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  1 3 6 3 * The 
a f f i l i a t i o n  betw een  th e  D om inican  s tu d iu m  and th e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  O rlea n s  does n o t  a p p e a r  t o  have fo l lo w e d  t h i s  p a t t e r n .

* ̂ F o u r n ie r ,  I ,  p .  213 * "N o nnu llo s  g ram m aticos  se  
d e i c e n t e s  s u p p o s i t i o s  d i c t e  n a t i o n i s . "

I k
l i i i l . ,  p . 220. " S t  u l t r a  h o c ,  d o c e a n t  quod 

tem pore p r e d i c t o ,  a c q u i r e b a n t  tempus solum  in  f a c u l t a t e  
canonum, v e l  legum, exem pti a  d i s c i p l i n a  a r t i u m  l i b e r a l i u m ,  
non a c q u i r e n t e s  tempus i n  a l i a  f a c u l t a t e . ”

*^Paetow , A r t s  C o u rse . . . .  p .  17 .

*^A. Neckham, De N a t u r i s  Rerum. E d . T . W righ t 
(Londont Longman, G reen , Longman, R o b e r ts  an d  G re e n ,  1 8 6 3 ) ,  
p .  "Non se  P a rn a s s u s  t i b i  c o n f e r a t  A u r e l i a n i s ,  P a r -
n a s s i  V e r te x  c e d i t  u te rq u e  t i b i .  Carmina Puridum  m ulto  
v i g i l a t a  la b o re  ex p on i n u l l a  c e r t i u s  u rbe  r e o r . ”

*^Paetow , A r t s  C o u rse . . . .  p .  14 .

18G e o f f re y  o f  V in s a u f ,  P o e t r i a  Nova, t r .  M arg a re t  
N im s(T oron to i P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M edieva l S t u d i e s ,  
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  52 . The L a t in  i s  found  i n  L e y s e r ,  H i s t o r i a  
Poetarum  e t  Poematum Medii A e v i ( l 7 2 l ) .  p .  920 , 1 1 . 1007- 
1013«
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I n  m orb is  s a n a t  m ed ic i  v i r t u t e  Salernum
A eg ro s . I n  c a u s i s  Bononia l e g i b u s  a rm a t
Nudos. P a r i s i u s  d i s p e n s a t  in  a r t i b u s  i l l o s
P a n e s , unde c i b a t  r o b u s t o s .  A u r e l i a n i s
E d u c a t  i n  c u n is  au to rum  l a c t e  t e n e l l o s .

19e .  N orden, Die A n tik e  K u n s tp r o s a . V ol. I I ( L e i p z i g i  
B.G. T eu b n e r ,  1 8 9 8 ) ,  p .  ? 2 6 . E c c e  q u a e r u n t  c l e r i c i  
P a r i s i u s  a r t e s  l i b e r a l e s ,  A u r e l i a n i s  a u c t o r e s ,  Bononiae 
C o d ic e s ,  S a l e r n i  P y x id e s ,  T o l e t i  daemones e t  nusquam m o res ."

20Paetow , A r t s  C o u rs e . . . .  p .  16 .

21H e n r i  d * A n d e l i .  The B a t t l e  o f  th e  Seven A r t s . E d . 
and  t r .  L . J .  P ae tow . Memoirs j>£ the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a l i f ­
o r n i a  . Volume 4 ,  No. 1 ( B e rk e le y i  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
T r e s s ,  1914 .

22H e n r i  d 'A n d e l i ,  e d .  P ae tow , p .  6 0 , 1 1 . 45 0 -4 5 6 .
" S i r s ,  th e  t im e s  a r e  g iv e n  t o  e m p t in e s s  

Soon th e y  w i l l  go e n t i r e l y  t o  n a u g h t .
F o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  t h i s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .
U n t i l  a  new g e n e r a t i o n  w i l l  a r i s e ,
Who w i l l  go back  t o  Grammar,
J u s t  a s  i t  was th e  F a s h io n  
When H e n r i  d 'A n d e l i  was b o r n ,"

23  I b i d . .  p .  3 1 . 11 . 1 1 6 -1 1 8 .

2^ I b i d . . p .  37, 11. 1 9 -2 4 .

2 5 I £ i d .

26I b l d . .  p .  59 . 11 . 40 6 -4 1 7 .

2^ C h a r le s  Homer H a s k in s ,  " L i f e  o f  M edieval S tu d e n ts  
a s  I l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e i r  L e t t e r s , "  A m erican H i s t o r i c a l  Re-  
l i f i j l ,  1 1 1 (1 8 9 8 ) .  p .  221 .

28I b i d .

29̂ C h a r le s  Homer H a s k in s ,  S tu d ie s  i n  M edieval C u l tu re  
(O xford  1 C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 9 ) .  p .  4 ,
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3°P ae to w , A r t s  C o u rse . . . .  p .  1 5 .

3* H a sk in s ,  " L i f e  o f  M edieva l S t u d e n t s . . . , "  p .  223 .

3^L. Auvray, "Documents O rlean a is du X lle  e t  du 
XIl i e  s i e c l e .  E x tr a it s  du Form ulaire de Bernard de Meung," 
M5AH0. XXII(1 8 9 2 ) ,  p .  393 .

33L eopold  D e l i s l e ^  "Le F o rm u la i re  de T r e g u ie r  e t  
l e s  e c o l i e r s  B re to n s  des  e c o le s  d 'O r le a n s  au  commencement 
du XlVe s i e c l e , "  frSAHO. X X III (1 8 9 2 ) ,  p .  hZ,  The i n t e r n a l  
e v id e n c e  was im p o r ta n t  in  d a t i n g  th e  do cum en ts . F o r  exam ple , 
one l e t t e r  was a d d re s s e d  to  G e o f f re y  T ournem ine , who was 
B ishop  o f  T r e g u ie r  and who d ie d  i n  1316. A n o th e r  l e t t e r  
m en tio n s  a  c o n v o c a t io n  o f  th e  " l ' o s t "  o f  th e  k in g  f o r  an  
e x p e d i t i o n  a g a i n s t  th e  "F lam and s ."

34I b l d . .  p .  h i .  See I .  I I ,  V, V I, V I I ,  X, XV, XX. 
DuCange, 1 s t  e d i t i o n ,  p .  6012, d e f i n e s  gymnasium a s  " p ro  
lu d o  i l l o  l i t e r a r i o ,  i n  quo p u e r i  l e t t e r i s  e t  l i b e r a l i b u s  
d e s c i p l i n i s  e x e r c e n t u r . "

33See C h a p te r  I  a b o v e .

38D e l i s l e ,  "Le F o rm u la i re  de T r e g u i e r , "  p .  5 6 .

3 7 Ufei<i.

38 I b i d .

39I f c i ! . .  P . 57 .
Ln

P r a t  i s  m ost probab ly  P r a t , C otes du Nord, Canton 
de l a  R och e-D errien .

in  ✓D e l i s l e ,  "Le F o rm u la i re  de T r e g u i e r , "  p .  59

U 9 ,
I b i d . . p p . **9-50. Seven o f  th e  f o r m u la r i e s  a r e

r e p r in te d  by M arcel F ournier in  th e  Appendix to  the th ir d
volume o f  h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t u t e s  and P r i v i l e g e s .  Some
a r e  a l s o  p u b lish ed  in  the HL, XXI(1893)» pp. 25-35*



^ ^ D e l i s l e ,  "Le F o rm u la i r e  de T r / g u i e r , "  p p .  6 3 -6 4 .

I b i d . . pp . 4 9 -5 0 .  He co n c lu d ed  t h a t  grammar had 
t o  be t a u g h t  to  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  n o b le s  and t o  g i r l s  who were 
d e s t i n e d  t o  th e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .

^ R . J .  K ing , S k e tc h e s  and S t u d i e s (London« 1 8 7 4 ) ,  p .
247 . I n  May 1347 , Clement VI d e c re e d  S t  Yves t o  be p a t r o n  
s a i n t  o f  la w y e rs .

^ H a s k i n s ,  S tu d ie s  in  M edieval C u l t u r e . p .  186. "De 
F l a n d r i a  p r o v in c i a  r e c e d e n te s  s c o l a s  A u r e l i a n i s  e leg im u s  
e x p e te n d a s  u t  a c t o r e s  n o b is  cum a t t e n t a  s o l l i c i t u d i n e  
l e g e r e n t u r ,  sed  q u ia  m a g i s t r i  g r a v e s  e r a n t  e t  minus i n s t r u c t -  
os minus s o l l i c i t e  quam e x p e d i r e t  s i n g u l i s  i n s t r u e b a n t ,  f r e -  
q u e n ta r e  s c o l a s  eorum sumus r e v e r i t i ,  sem iplenam  n o s tra m  
s c i e n t i a m  a t t e n d e n t e s  non p o sse  le c t io n u m  s u f f i c e r e  g r a v i t -  
a t i .  T a l i s  v e ro  s c o l a r i s  o v id ia n o s  s u b c e r to  p r e c i o  r e -  
p r o m i s i t  n o b is  secundum p o s s i b i l i t a t i s  e x ig e n t ia m  se  l e c t u r -  
um, sed  q u ia  p rom issionem  suam non e s t  e f f i c a c i t e r  p r o s e c u t -  
u s ,  i n t e r  nos e t  d ic tum  sc o la re m  c o n t e n t i o  p u l l u l a v i t  
p r o p t e r  quod i n  d i s c r e t i o n e  v e s t r a  h i s  inde  n o s t r a  s e d u l i t a s  
c o m p r o m is i t .”

^ E . K .  Rand, "The C l a s s i c s  i n  th e  T h i r t e e n t h  C e n tu r y ,"  
S pecu lum . IV (1 9 2 9 ) ,  p p . 24 9 -2 6 9 .

^®Everard th e  German i n  f a c t  s p e n t  p a r t  o f  h i s  
t e a c h in g  c a r e e r  a t  O r le a n s .  E v e ra rd  has been  c o n fu se d  w i th  
E v e ra rd  o f  B e th u n e , a u th o r  o f  th e  G re c ism u s . a  m e d iev a l  
grammar which a p p e a re d  a b o u t  1212. I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1870 
t h a t  C h a r le s  T h u ro t  d i s c o v e r e d  th e  e r r o r ,  Eee C om ptes-rendus 
de 1 ‘Academie des  i n s c r i p t i o n s  e t  b e l l e s - l e t t r e s . n o q v e l le  
s e r i e ,  V I(1 8 7 0 ) ,  p .  259 . The o n ly  work known o f  E v e ra rd  
th e  German i s  th e  Labor in  t h u s . V e rse s  9 4 5 -c-50 o f  t h i s  work 
make i t  a p p e a r  t h a t  E v e ra rd  had s t u d i e d  f i r s t  a t  P a r i s  th e n  
a t  O r le a n s .  The poem r e c i t e s  a  l a r g e  number o f  c l a s s i c a l  
a u th o r s  w i th  whom E v e ra rd  was f a m i l i a r .

S i c u t  P a r i s i u s  e s t  d i v i t i b u s  p a r a d i s u s .
S ic  e s t  p a u p e r ib u s  i n s a t i a t a  p a l u s .
D einde t i b i  f o r n a x  f u i t  A u r i l i a n i s ,  a lum na
Auctorurn, Musae f o n s ,  H e l i c o n i s  a p e x .



- 1 0 9 -

Hug o o f  Tremberg was a  p o e t  and  l a y  t e a c h e r  bo rn  in  
Lower F ra n c o n ia  c a .  1235. For more th a n  f o r t y  y e a r s  he 
t a u g h t  a t  th e  c o l l e g i a t e  s c h o o l  o f  S t  G angol in  Bamberg 
where he u l t i m a t e l y  became r e c t o r .  He i s  c o n s id e re d  an  im­
p o r t a n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  d i d a c t i c  p o e t r y  in  th e  e r a  a f t e r  i t  
c e a se d  t o  c e n t e r  in  c o u r t  c i r c l e s .  H is b e s t  known work i s  
D ie R e n n e r , c a .  1290-1300 . See F .  D r e s s i e r ,  "Hugo o f  Trem- 
b e r g , "  i n  New C a th o l i c  E n c y c lo p e d ia . V I I ,  pp . 195-196 .

-*°Brunetto  L a t i n i  was a  F l o r e n t i n e  n o t a r y  who a s  a  
t r a n s l a t o r  and p o p u l a r i s e r  d id  much t o  l a y  th e  fo u n d a t io n s  
o f  a  c i v i c  c u l t u r e  i n  F lo re n c e  i n  th e  m i d - t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  
See J .K .  Hyde, S o c i e ty  and P o l i t i c s  in  M edieval I t a l v (New 
Y orki S t  M a r t in ’ s P r e s s ,  1973 )•  PP* 91-93*

^ R a n d ,  p .  2 67 .

^2P .  T a r b e ( e d ) .  O euvres i n e d i t e s  d 'E u s t a c h e s  
Descham ps(P a r i s  1 1 8 ^ 9 ) ,  p .  v i i i ,  moved back  th e  d a t e s  o f  
Deschamps' b i r t h  t o  some tim e  betw een  1328 and 1350 b e ca u se  
o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Deschamps a l l u d e d  t o  th e  f a c t  i n  h i s  
w r i t i n g s  t h a t  he l i v e d  th ro u g h  th e  r e i g n s  o f  f o u r  s u c c e s s iv e  
k in g s .

^ G e o rg e  S a r t o n ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  £o  1&£. H i s t o r y  
S c i e n c e (B a lt im o re  1 1 9 ^ 7 ) ,  I I ,  p p .  14 1 0 -1 1 . F o r  a  b io g ra p h ­
i c a l  s k e t c h ,  see  W ic k e rsh e im e r , D i c t i o n n a i r e . p .  14-5.

^ T a r b e ,  p .  i x .

^ M o l i n i e r  r e f e r s  t o  him a s  one o f  th e  m ost p r o l i f i c  
F re n c h  p o e ts  o f th e  end o f  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  J .  
H u iz in g a  i n  Waning o f  th e  Middle Ages r e f e r s  t o  h im , on th e  
o t h e r  h an d , a s  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  p o e t  and  a  commonplace mind.

^ T h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  Deschamps upon C haucer i s  d i s ­
c u s se d  by G. O lson , "Deschamps* A r t  de D i c t i e r  and  C h a u ce r’ s 
L i t e r a r y  E n v iro n m e n t ,"  Speculum . XLVIII(1 9 7 3 )> PP« 71^ -723 .

^ E u s t a c h e  Deschamps, L 'A r t  <ig. D i c t i e r . Oeuvres 
C o m p le te s , e d .  Le M arquis de Queux de S t - H i i a i r e  e t  G. 
Raynaud, V I I ,  p .  2661
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" • • • e s t  l e  p re m ie r  e t  p r i n c i p a l  a r a  GRAMAIRE, p a r  
l e q u e l  l ' e n  v i e n t  e t  a p r a n t  to u s  l e s  a u t r e s  a r s  p a r  l e s  
f i g u r e s  des  l e t r e s  de A, B, C, que l e s  e n fa n s  a p ra n n e n t  
p re m ie re m e n t , e t  p a r  l e s q u e l z  a p ra n d re  e t  s c a c o i r  l ' e n  p e u t  
v e n i r  a  t o u t e  s c i e n c e ,  e t  m onter  de l a  p l u s  p e t i t e  l e t r e  
ju sq u e s  a  l a  p lu s  a h u l t e . "

^ I b l d . . p .  266 -267 . "LOGIQUE e s t  a p r e s  une s c i e n c e  
d 'a r g u e r  c h o ses  f a i n t e s  e t  s u b t i l e s ,  c o u lo u r e e s  de f a u l x  
a rgum ens, pour d i s c e r n e r  e t  m ieu lx  c o n g n o i s t r e  l a  v e r i t e  des  
c h o se s  e n t r e  l e  f a u l x  e t  l e  v o i r ,  e t  q u i  r e n t  l'omme p lu s  
s u b t i l  en  p a ro le  e t  p lu s  h a b i l l e  e n t r e  l e s  a u t r e s . "

^ I b i d . . p .  26 7 . "RETHORIQUE e s t  s c i e n c e  de p a r l e r  
d r o i c t e m e n t ,  e t  a  q u a t r e  p a r t i e s  en so y  a  l u i  ra m e n e e s ,  
t o u t e s  a p p l iq u e e s  a  so n  nomt c a r  t o u t  bon r e t h o r i c i e n  
d o i t  p a r l e r  e t  d i r e  ce q u ' i l  v e u l t  m o u s t r e r  s a ig e m e n t ,  
b r i e f m e n t ,  s u b s ta n c ie u s e m e n t  e t  h a r d ie m e n t . "

i

6 0I b i d . "GEOMSTRIE e s t  s c i e n c e  de m e s u re r  e t  f a i r e  
p a r  p ro p o rc io n  l a  t a i l l e  d e s  p i e r r e s  e t  d e s  m e r r i e n s ,  e t  l a  
p e r f e c t i o n  des t o u r s  ro n d e s  e t  q u a r r e e s *  de f a i r e  e t  e d i f i e r  
l e s  c h a s t e a u l x ,  s a l l e s  e t  m aisons p o u r  h a b i t e r ,  l e s  c l o c h i e r s  
e t  a u t r e s  e d i f i c e s  en  r o n t ,  en  t r i a n g l e  e t  e n  q u a r r e u r e ,  e t  
l e s  mener d r o i t  s a n z  boce ju sq u e s  a  l e u r  p e r f e c t i o n i  f a i r e  
to n n e a u lx  e t  a u t r e s  v a i s s e a u l x  de c e r t a i n e s  p i e c e s ,  lo n g u e u r  
e t  g r o s s e u r ,  e t  a u c u n e fo iz  c o r n u s ,  comme s o n t  l e s  b a in g -  
n o u e re s  e t  a u t r e s  v a i s s e a u l x ,  p a r  c o n t r a i n t e  de  c e r c l e s  de 
c e r t a i n e s  p o n g n ie s ,  p a r  l e s  l i e u r e s  d e s  o s i e r s  1 f a i r e  nez  
e t  g a l e e s  en m er. E t  c e s t  a r t  s ' a p p l i q u e  a u x  f e v r e ,  
c h a r p e n t i e r s  e t  macons, a u s q u e l z ,  s e  i l z  s o n t  bons o u v r i e r s  
de l e u r s  m e s t i e r s ,  i l  f a u l t  com prandre e t  a v o i r  en ym ag ina- 
c io n  de l e u r  pen see  t o u t e  l a  fourme e t  l a  p e r f e c t i o n  d 'u n  
c h a s t e l ,  dune m aison , d 'u n  g r a n t  v a i s s e l  e t  d e s  c i r c o n -  
s t a n c e s ,  a v a n t  que i l  s o i t  commence, e t  f a i r e  l a  forme e t  
m esure de chascune  p i e r r e ,  e t  a i n s i  des  a u t r e s . "

6 l I b l d . .  p p . 2 6 7 -2 6 8 . "ARISMETIQUE e s t  s c i e n c e  de 
g e t t e r  e t  com pter  p a r  l e  nombre de a u g o r ism e  e t  a u t r e  nombre 
commun, e t  de m esu rer  e t  a r p e n t e r  l e s  t e r r e s , l e s  boys e t  
c h o se s  s e m b la b le s ,  pour s c a v o i r  l a  h a u l t e u r  d e s  c h o se s  en  
a l a n t  v e r s  l e  c i e l j  l a  l a r g e u r  des  e au e s  e t  d e s  r i v i e r e s ,  l a  
p a r fo n d e u r  des  pu i3  e t  d e s  co n cav es  de l a  t e r r e *  de s c a v o i r  
l e s  h e u r e s ,  l e s  tem ps, l e s  m in u te s  e t  l e s  me m ens» p o u r  
s c a v o i r  le  commencement d e s  jo u r s  e t  des  n u i .3 ,  des  sepm aineS |



d es  moys e t  des ans» pour v e n ir  au g ra n t m i l ia ir e  e t  
s c a v o ir  par ce nombre, en q u e r c u la n t, la  r e v o lu c io n  des temps 
e t  c o n g n o is tr e  le  cours du s o u l e i l  e t  de la  lu n e , e t  du 
zod iaqu et s c a v o ir  la  m aniere du poys e t  de la  lo y  des  

. monnoyes, ta n t  en or comme en a r g e n t , l e s  dragm es, c a r a s ,  
demi dragmes e t  l e s  em pirancesi e t  a v e n ir  par g e t t e r  e t  
compter en montant e t  m u lt ip l ia n t  son  nombre de la  p lu s  
p e t i t e  somme jusques a la  p lusgrande e t  h a u lte j  e t  pour 
c o n g n o is tr e  s e lo n  l e s  e sp a c es  des c h a r p e n te r ie s , a v e o ir  
l e s  cours des t o i z  par un des cou rs seu lem en t, quans m i l l i e r s  
de c lo u  e t  de la t e  e t  de t i e u l l e  i l  avra su r  un t o i t ,  e t  
a i n s i  des a u tr e s  ch oses en  ce c a s .  E t c e s t  a r t  a p p a r t ie n t  
a s s e z  s c a v o ir  aux monnoyers e t  ch an geu rs, e t  s i  f a i t  i l  b ien  
aux astronom ien s pour l e s  jugemens de le u r  s c ie n c e ."

62I b id . . pp. 2 6 8 -2 6 9 . "ASTRONOMIE e s t  une s c ie n c e  
de la  con gn o issan ce  des e s t o i l l e s  e t  d es s e p t  p ia n e t te s  
e r r a t iq u e s  e t  p r in c ip a le s ,  c ’e s t  a s s a v o ir t  Mars, M ercurius, 
Venus, S a tu rn u s, J u p ite r ,  S o l e t  Lunai de le u r s  in f lu e n c e s  
e t  d is p o s ic io n s  s e lo n  le u r s  q u a l i t e z  e t  c o n ju n c tio n s  en  
d iv e r s  s ig n e s  e t  le u r s  o p p o s ic io n s , pour ju g ie r  des in -  
c l in a c io n s  n a tu r e le s  des hommes s e lo n  le u r  n a t i v i t e ,  e t  
a u s s i  des f e r t i l i t e z  our s t e r i l i t e z  des t e r r e s  e t  des f r u i s ,  
des ch a u ls  e t  des f r o i z ,  des s e n te z  e t  m alad ies des gens e t  
d es b e s t e s i  de sc a v o ir  l e  compost du s o l e i l  e t  de l a  l im e ,  
de p a r t ir e  l e s  ans e t  tro u v er  l e s  b i s e x t e s  e t  le u r s  con­
ju n c tio n s  des lu n es pour ordonner le u r s  s a in g n ie s ,  e t  l e s  
t$mps de prandre m ed ic in e , e t  a u tr e s  ch o ses  q u i de ce  se  
d esp en d en t."

^ I b id . . p . 2 69 . "MUSIQUE e s t  l a  d e r r e n ie r e  s c ie n c e  
a i n s i s  comme la  m edicine des VII a r s i  car  quant le  co u ra ig e  
e t  l ' e s p e r i t  des c r e a tu r e s  e n te n t iv e s  aux a u tr e s  a r s  d essu s  
d e c la ir e z  so n t la s s e z  e t  ennuyez de le u r s  la b o u r s , m usique, 
par la  doucour de sa  s c ie n c e  e t  la  m elod ie  de sa  v o ix ,  le u r  
chante par s e s  VI n o te s  t i e r c o y e e s , . . .s o n t  n e d ic in e z  e t  
r e c r e e z ,  e t  p lu s h a b ile s  a p res a e s tu d ie r  e t  la b o u rer  aux  
a u tr e s  V I. a r s  d essu s  nommez."

6**Ib id . , pp. 2 6 9 -7 0 . "Et e s t  a s c a v o ir  que nous 
av o ns  deux m usiques, dont l 'u n e  e s t  a r t i f i c i e l e  e t  l 'a u t r e  
e s t  n a tu r e le .  L ' a r t i f i c i e l e  e s t  c e l l e  dont le s s u s  e s t  
f a i c t e  m encionj e t  e s t  a p p e lle e  a r t i f i c i e l e  de son  a r t ,  car  
par s e s  V I. n o te s ,  q u i so n t  a p p e l le e s  u s , r e ,  my, f a ,  s o l ,  
l a ,  l ' e n  p u et apprandre a c h a n te r , a c o r d e r , d o u b le r , q u in -
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t o i e r ,  t l e r c o i e r ,  t e n i r ,  d e s c h a n t e r ,  p a r  g i f u r e  de n o t e s ,  
p a r  c l e f s  e t  p a r  l i g n e s . . . .

^ I b l d . . p .  270. " L 'a u t r e  musique e s t  a p p e l l e e  
n a t u r e l i e  pour ce q u ' e l l e  ne p u e t  e s t r e  a p r i n s e  a  n u l ,  se  son  
p ro p re  c o u ra ig e  n a tu r e lm e n t  ne s ' i  a p p l i q u e ,  e t  e s t  une 
musique de bouche en p r o f e r a n t  p a r o u le s  m e t r i f i e e s ,  a u c u n e -  
f o i z  en l a i z ,  a u t r e f o i z  en  b a la d e s ,  a u t r e f o i z  en  ro n d e a u lx  
c e n g le s  e t  d o u b le s ,  e t  en  chancons b a l a d e e s . . . . "

6<I b l d . .  p .  271.

67lMd.
gQ

O ther poems on th e  se v en  l i b e r a l  a r t s  in c lu d e  V, 
p .  150 and pp . 152-153 a s  w e l l  a s  V I I ,  p p .  2 2 -2 4 .

6o'M e d ic a l  themes a p p e a r  i n  th e  f o l l o w i n g ,  V I I ,  p p .  
38-39* p p . 4 0 -4 1 ,  and p .  249 . A lso  V I I I ,  p .  3 39 .

^ °E u s ta ch e  Deschamps, "Le M iro i r  de M ariage" in  
Oeuvres C o m p le te s . IX , p p . 4 3 -4 4 .



CHAPTER IV 

THE ARS DICTAMINIS 

AT ORLEANS

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  law and l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s ,  t h e r e  was a

t h i r d  s u b j e c t  o f  m ajor im p o rtan c e  a t  O r l e a n s ,  th e  Ars

D l c t a m l n i s . The Ars D ic ta m in is  may be c o m p re h e n s iv e ly

d e s c r ib e d  a s  th e  a r t  o f  c o m p o s i t io n ,  o r  more s u c c i n c t l y ,

a p t  and e l e g a n t  w r i t i n g .*  I t  u t i l i z e d  t o  some e x t e n t  a l l
2

f i v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r t s  o f  r h e t o r i c ,  b u t  m a in ly  s t y l e .

The A rs D ic ta m in is  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  

a r t  o f  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  and  in c lu d e d  n o t  o n ly  r u l e s  f o r  

p r i v a t e  e p i s t o l a r y  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  b u t  a l s o  t h e  more t e c h ­

n i c a l  r u l e s  f o r  th e  c o m p i la t io n  o f  o f f i c i a l  b r i e f s ,  b u l l s ,  

and  o t h e r  l e g a l  docum ents , th e  knowledge o f  w hich  became 

v e ry  h ig h ly  d e s i r a b l e  a s  th e  M iddle Ages p r o g r e s s e d .  I t  was 

a n o th e r  o f  th o s e  s u b j e c t s  which b e n e f i t e d  f ro m  th e  t r e n d  i n  

e d u c a t io n  whereby w h a tev e r  was o f  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  u t i l i t a r i a n  

v a lu e  was v e r y  much i n  vogue .

The A rs D ic ta m in is  was a  n o v e l t y  o f  m e d ie v a l  e d u c a t i o n .  

T here  was no s e p a r a t e  t h e o r y  f o r  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  i n  th e  a n c i e n t  

w orld  s in c e  i t  was assumed t h a t  an y  p e r s o n  w i t h  s t a n d a r d
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r h e t o r  i c a l  t r a i n i n g  would be a b l e  t o  m a s te r  t h i s  t a s k  

w i th o u t  m ajor d i f f i c u l t y . " ^  I n  th e  e a r l y  M iddle A ges , l e t t e r  

w r i t i n g  and th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  docum ents o c cu p ied  th e  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  s t u d e n t  o f  r h e t o r i c .  A B e n e d ic t in e  monk, 

A l b e r i c  o f  Monte C a s s in o ,  i s  g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i t e d  w i th  th e  

f i r s t  s y s te m a t i c  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  C ic e r o n ia n  r h e t o r i c  t o  th e  

m a t t e r  o f  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g .  I n  h i s  R a t io n e s  d i c t a n d l . com­

p osed  a b o u t  1087, A lb e r i c  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  were f i v e  e s s e n ­

t i a l  p a r t s  t o  a  l e t t e r ,  th e  s a l u t a t i o n ,  e x o rd iu m , n a r r a t i o n ,  

p e t i t i o n  and c o n c lu s io n .  T h is  d o c t r i n e  was g e n e r a l l y  a c ­

c e p te d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  Middle A ges. So p r e v a l e n t  were h i s  

t e a c h in g s  t h a t  a l l  f u t u r e  w r i t e r s  on the  s u b j e c t  i n  e s s e n c e  

m e re ly  e l a b o r a t e d  upon A lb e r i c  and  h i s  t h e o r i e s .

From Monte C a s s in o ,  how ever, th e  c e n t e r  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  

th e  f i e l d  q u i c k l y  s h i f t e d  t o  B o logn a . S e v e r a l  m ajo r  works 

on th e  s u b j e c t  a p p ea re d  i n  r a p i d  s u c c e s s io n  i n  th e  e a r l y  

t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  from t h i s  s i t e .  By 1200 th e  g r e a t  mass o f  

p o p u la r  m anuals were w r i t t e n ,  m ost o f  them i n  I t a l y  by  su ch  

m a s te r s  o f  th e  a r t  a s  B ernard  o f  B o logna , G u ido  F a b a ,  

Buoncompagno, Bene o f  L ucca , Lawrence o f  A c q u i l e g ia  and  

Thomas o f  C apua .^  As th e  Middle Ages p r o g r e s s e d  th e  t r e a t ­

i s e s  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  more t e c h n i c a l .  The p r a c t i c a l  needs  

o f  th e  l a y  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c h a n c e r i e s  became th e  c o n s id ­

e r a t i o n  f i r s t  and fo re m o s t  o f  th e  l a t e r  m a n u a ls .  As a  

r e s u l t ,  more and more sp ace  was g iv e n  t o  t h e  a c t s  o f  th e



Roman C u r i a ,  r o y a l  c o u r t s ,  o r  th e  c h a n c e r i e s  o f  c i t i e s .

Work i n  th e s e  c h a n c e r i e s  r e q u i r e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s p e c i a l  

t r a i n i n g .  F o r  exam ple , i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  l e a r n  th e  

c h a r t e r  hand which was t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  o r d in a r y  

book h and . T h is  work a l s o  e n t a i l e d  th e  r u l e s  o f  th e  c u r s u s  

o r  th e  rh y th m ic  cadence o f  p h r a s e s  employed i n  d raw ing  up 

im p o r ta n t  ac ts .**

From I t a l y  th e  Ars D i e t a m i n i s  moved t o  F ra n c e .  I n  

F r a n c e ,  i t  was O r le a n s ,  n o t  P a r i s ,  which was th e  c h i e f  

c e n t e r  o f  th e  a r t .  By th e  second  h a l f  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  c en ­

t u r y ,  O rlea n s  was a l r e a d y  an  in d e p e n d e n t  c e n t e r  o f  i n f lu e n c e  

i n  t h e  s tu d y .  S in ce  a  p la c e  where b o th  th e  a r t s  and  th e  

p r a c t i c a l  s t u d y  o f  law f l o u r i s h e d  was f a v o r a b le  t o  th e  

developm ent o f  th e  Ars D i e t a m i n i s . i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  

O r le a n s  moved t o  th e  f o r e f r o n t  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  i n  a l l  o f  

F r a n c e .  I n  th e  L o ire  V a l le y  t h e r e  were a l s o  o th e r  c e n t e r s  

o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r t ,  th e  m o n as te ry  o f  Magdunum o r  

Meung n e a rb y  and th e  c i t i e s  o f  T ours  and C h a r t r e s ,  f o r  e x -  

a m p le . '  But th e y  n e v e r  a c h ie v e d  th e  prom inence which 

O r le a n s  d i d .  The o n ly  o t h e r  F re n c h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a t  w hich 

th e  Ars D ie ta m in is  i s  known t o  have been  t a u g h t  were
g

T oulouse  and  M o n tp e l l i e r .

F o r  th e  m ost p a r t  th e  Are D ie ta m in is  was t a u g h t  by 

i t i n e r a n t  p r o f e s s o r s  known a s  d i c t a t o r e s . They were among 

th e  m ost c o l o r f u l  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  th e  Middle A ges, th e  s o r t
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o f  men who lo v e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  th e m se lv e s  i n  th e  most 

h y p e r b o l i c  and e x a g g e ra te d  te rm s and p h r a s e s .  They made 

e x a l t e d  c la im s  f o r  t h e i r  a r t  a s  w e l l  and so u g h t  t o  r a i s e  i t  

t o  a  sp h e re  o f  q u a s i - h o l i n e s s  i n  o r d e r  f o r  i t  t o  compete 

w i th  t h e o lo g y .^  T h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  i t s  p la c e  among th e  

o t h e r  l e a r n e d  d i s c i p l i n e s  som etim es r e c a l l e d  th e  c l a s s i c a l  

r h e t o r i c a l  i d e a l s . 10 The p ro lo g u e s  o f  t h e i r  works abound 

w i th  p h i lo s o p h ic  c la im s  and p r e t e n s i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  d i s c i p l i n e .  

I n  th e  words o f  Bene o f  F l o r e n c e ,  th e  A rs D ie ta m in is  i n ­

c r e a s e d  e lo q u e n c e ,  prom oted f a v o r ,  e n la r g e d  th e  h o n o rs  be­

s tow ed  upon one and o f t e n  e n r i c h e d  th e  n e e d y .11 Thus th e  

t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s  o f  th e  Ars D ie ta m in is  became h ig h ly  d e ­

s i r a b l e .  So im p o r ta n t  d id  th e  a r t  become t h a t  i n  some 

p l a c e s  i t  u su rp e d  th e  whole f i e l d  o f  r h e t o r i c .  The law  

s t u d e n t s  found i t  ad v an tag e o u s  t o  s tu d y  i t  on th e  s i d e  i n  

t h e  hopes o f  e a r l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Those who 

l i m i t e d  th e m se lv e s  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  A rs  D ie ta m in i s  a lo n e  

were a t t r a c t e d  by a  p la c e  which had s t a n d in g  i n  th e  l e g a l  

p r o f e s s i o n .

W ithou t d o u b t ,  th e  m ost c o l o r f u l  o f  th e  d i c t a t o r e s  was 

Boncompagno, a  famous m a s te r  o f  th e  a r t  i n  B o logna, a b o u t  

12 15 , who w ro te  many books on th e  a r t .  The l o n g e s t  and  most 

im p o r ta n t  o f  h i s  w o rk s , th e  R h e to r i c a  A n t ic u a  o r  s im p ly  th e  

Boneomnagnus r e v e a l s  th e  c lo s e  c o n n e c t io n  which s t i l l  ex ­
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i s t e d  be tw een  t h i s  b ra n c h  o f  th e  o ld  com prehens ive  r h e t o r i c  

and th e  r i s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l  o f  law . The work was

so le m n ly  r e a d  b e fo re  th e  p r o f e s s o r s  and s t u d e n t s  o f  canon
12and  c i v i l  law . Boncompagno was a  r i d i c u l o u s l y  v a in  

i n d i v i d u a l .  He to o k  d e l i g h t  i n  th e  a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  h i s  a d ­

v e r s a r i e s  who s a i d  t h a t  he c o n s id e r e d  h im s e l f  g r e a t e r  th a n  

C ic e r o .  I n  h i s  R h e to r i c  he c la im e d  t h a t  he had n o t  fo l lo w e d  

C ic e ro  o r  any  o th e r  a u t h o r ,  and he j o k in g ly  added t h a t  he 

c o u ld  n o t  r e c a l l  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  he had e v e r  a s  much a s  r e a d  

C i c e r o . 1^

While t h i s  v a in  and b rag g o d o c io u s  a s p e c t  o f  Boncompagno's 

p e r s o n a l i t y  m igh t n o t  e n d e a r  him t o  u s ,  he n e v e r t h e l e s s  

p la y e d  a  m a jo r  r o l e  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  and  deve lop m en t o f  th e  

A rs D ie ta m in i s .  Under h i s  i n f lu e n c e  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  

s t r e s s e d  th e  p r a c t i c a l  and l e g a l  s i d e  o f  r h e t o r i c  v e ry  

h e a v i l y .  H is  R h e to r i c a  N oviss im a em phasised  th e  p r a c t i c a l  

t a s k s  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c i a n  and h i s  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  law . I t  

a l s o  p la y e d  down th e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  r h e t o r i c a l  

p r e c e p t s  s e t  f o r t h  by A l b e r i c .  He c la im e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 

o n ly  t h r e e  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t s  o f  a  l e t t e r ,  t h e  s a l u t a t i o n ,  

n a r r a t i o n  and  p e t i t i o n .  The r e s t  were o n ly  s e c o n d a r y .1^

The one a s p e c t  o f  Boncompagno's th o u g h t  and work t h a t  

i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  us  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he s i n g l e d  

o u t  th e  s c h o o l  o f  O r lea n s  f o r  s p e c i a l  c e n s u re  b e ca u se  he f e l t  

t h a t  th e  m a s te r s  o f  O rlea n s  u n d u ly  i m i t a t e d  c l a s s i c a l  m od e ls .
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S in c e  t h i s  was i n  o p p o s i t io n  t o  th e  t h e o r i e s  he a d v o c a te d , 

expounded and p o p u l a r i z e d ,  he d e s c r ib e d  th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

th e o r y  o f  th e  s c h o o l  o f  O rlean s  on th e  A rs D ie ta m in i s  a s  

" fa ls a m  e t  s u p e r s t i c io s a m  A u re l ia n e n s iu m  d o c t r in a m ." * ^

S e v e r a l  im p re s s io n s  a b o u t  O rlean s  emerge from Boncom­

pagno* s  w r i t i n g s .  One i s  t h a t  O rlea n s  i n d i s p u t a b l y  was th e  

F re n c h  c e n t e r  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  th e  Ars D i e t a m i n i s . A n o th e r  

i s  th e  com plete  c o n t r a s t  i n  th e  methods o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  

u t i l i z e d  by th e  I t a l i a n  and F re n c h  m a s te r s .  T h is  was th e  

v e ry  f e a t u r e  which i n s p i r e d  Boncompagno's j e a lo u s y .* ^  

Boncompagno d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  sp en d in g  undue am ounts o f  

t im e  i n  w r i t i n g  a  l e t t e r .  Nor d id  he b e l i e v e  i n  a t t e m p t in g  

t o  a d o rn  th e  l e t t e r  w i th  p i c t u r e s q u e  p h r a s e s  and  c i t a t i o n s  

from  le a r n e d  books. * He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  one sh o u ld  be a b l e  t o  

w r i t e  a  l e t t e r  c o r r e c t l y  i n  an  ex tem poraneous m anner. I n  

h i s  o p in io n  th e  p r o p e r  models f o r  good s t y l e  were t o  be 

fo und  i n  th e  p a p a l  c u r i a  o r  i n  th e  i m p e r ia l  c h a n c e r y .

O ther I t a l i a n  m a s te r s  a s  w e l l  f r e q u e n t l y  commented upon 

and compared th e  methods o f  O r le a n s  w i th  t h e i r  own. A c e r ­

t a i n  F l o r e n t i n e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  m a s te r s  o f  O r le a n s  th e

i n v e n t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  o f  c u r s u s  which he c a l l e d
1 7th e  " s t i l u m  g a l l i c u m ."  Thus th e  s t y l e  o f  O r lea n s  became 

synonymous w i th  th e  s t y l e  o f  F r a n c e .  As l a t e  a s  th e  f o u r ­

t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  a t  P ad u a , th e  m e r i t s  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o ls  

o f  r h e t o r i c  and d ic ta m e n  were d i s c u s s e d  a s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by a
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work o f  Bene o f  Bologna e n t i t l e d  "Summa S uper S t y l o  

D ie ta m in is  A u r e l i a n e n s i  V i d e l i c e t  T u l l i a n o  ac Romanae Cur­

i a e  P o t i s s i m i . " 1®

Like Boncompagno and th e  I t a l i a n s ,  th e  d l c t a t o r e s  o f  

O r le a n s  s t r e s s e d  th e  p r a c t i c a l  n a tu r e  o f  th e  A rs D i e t a m i n i s * 

They e n v is io n e d  i t  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  f i e l d  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

knowledge which o f f e r e d  th e  hope o f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  and l u c r a ­

t i v e  c a r e e r .  There was, how ever, a  d i f f e r e n t  o u t lo o k  a s  t o  

how one sh o u ld  ap p ro a ch  m a s te ry  o f  th e  s u b j e c t .  F o r  Bon­

compagno and th e  I t a l i a n s ,  th e  c o u rs e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  s tu d y

o f  docum ents . F o r  th e  m a s te r s  o f  O r le a n s  th e  c l a s s i c a l
20a u th o r s  h e ld  th e  k ey .

There  were even  d i s t i n c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een th e  Ars

D ie ta m in i s  t h a t  was t a u g h t  a t  P a r i s  and  t h a t  which was t a u g h t

a t  O r le a n s .  The p r a c t i c a l  pu rp o se  o f  t r a i n i n g  s t u d e n t s

d i r e c t l y  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  th e  c h a n c e r i e s  was a lw ay s upperm ost

i n  th e  minds o f  th e  d i c t a t o r e s  a t  O r le a n s .  I n  c o m p a r iso n ,

th e  Ars D ie ta m in is  was a  d i s t i n c t  and  im p o r ta n t  b ra n c h  o f

l e a r n i n g  and s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a t  O r lea n s  a t  a  t im e when a t

P a r i s ,  Jo h n  o f  G a r la n d  was t e a c h i n g  d ic tam e n  i n  p ro s e  and
21v e r s e  a s  a  mere a d ju n c t  t o  grammar and  r h e t o r i c .

A seco nd  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  th e  v a r i o u s  ty p e s  o f  t e a c h ­

in g  o f f e r e d  a t  P a r i s  and O r le a n s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  th e  v a r io u s  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m anuals em an a tin g  from  th e  two a r e a s .  The 

P a r i s i a n a  P o e t r i a  o f  John  o f  G a r la n d  t r e a t s  :he Ars D ic ta m ln -
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i s  i n  i t s  t h r e e - f o l d  d iv i s io n *  b u t  none o f  th e  m anuals
22em ana ting  from th e  L o ire  V a l le y  t r e a t  i t  i n  t h i s  way.

Many o f  th e  m anuals o f  th e  e p i s t o l a r y  a r t  were w r i t t e n
23

a t  O rlean s  tow ard  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  

The m a j o r i t y  o f  them co n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e r e  were two ty p e s  o f  

d ic ta m e n .  Such an  example i s  th e  Summa D ie ta m in i s  o f

O r le a n s ,  a  c o m p o s it io n  o f  th e  l a t e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  which
2L

i s  i n d i c a t i v e  of th e  s t y l e  o f  O r le a n s .  I t  was a n  anon­

ymous c o m p o s it io n  and th e  b r i e f e s t  t e x tb o o k  on d ic ta m e n  t h a t  

i s  e x t a n t .  I t s  c u r s o r y  c h a r a c t e r  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  

O r lea n s  more a t t e n t i o n  was p a id  t o  th e  c l a s s i c a l  i d e a  o f  

r h e t o r i c ,  t h a t  i s ,  th e  r e a d in g  o f  th e  a n c i e n t  r h e t o r i c i a n s  

and  h i s t o r i a n s  th a n  t o  th e  m e d ie v a l  s t u d y  o f  d ic ta m e n  and 

e p i s t l e s .

The work commences w i th  th e  v e ry  l o g i c a l  s t a t e m e n t

' t h a t  s i n c e  i t s  pu rp ose  i s  t o  t r e a t  th e  a r s  d i e t a m i n i s .

d ic ta m e n  m ust f i r s t  be d e f i n e d .  D ic tam en i s  t h u s  d e f in e d  a s

" L i t e r a l i s  e d i c i o ,  v e n u s t a t e  sermonum e g r e g i a ,  s e n t e n t ia r u m
2<

c o l o r i b u s  a d o r n a t a . "  J The a u t h o r  c o n t i n u e d ,  e n u m e ra t in g

'th e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  d ic ta m e n  t h a t  e x i s t ,  m etricum  and

p ro sa ic u m . The t r e a t i s e ,  how ever, d id  n o t  d i s c u s s  th e  m e t r ic

k i n d .  The a u th o r  e l a b o r a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were t h r e e  k in d s  o f

p r o s a i c  d ic ta m e n ,  o r a c i o ,  r e t h o r i c a  and e p i s t o l a ,  and  added
26" e t  e t ia m  p r e t e r m i s s i s  a l i i s  de e p i s t o l a  ag am u s ."

The l e n g t h i e s t  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  th e  t r e a t i s e  c o n ce rn e d



l e t t e r s  and  th e  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  which th e y  were composed. 

The a u th o r  a g re e d  w ith  A l b e r i c .  i t  sh o u ld  be n o te d ,  i n  t h a t  

t h e r e  were f i v e  p a r t s  o f  a  l e t t e r *  s a l u t a t i o n ,  exo rd ium , 

n a r r a t i o n ,  p e t i t i o n  and  c o n c lu s io n .  He d i s c u s s e d  each  o f  

' th e s e  p a r t s  i n  f u l l  d e t a i l .  The s a l u t a t i o n  was th e  m ost 

r e g u l a t e d  o f  th e  p a r t s  f o r  t h e r e  were d i f f e r e n t  g r e e t i n g s  

t o  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s io n s  and  s i t u a t i o n s  de­

p e n d in g  upon who was se n d in g  th e  l e t t e r  t o  whom. F o r  exampl 

'th e  pope m ig h t  send  a  l e t t e r  t o  an  e c c l e s i a s t i c  o r  t o  a  

■ember o f  t h e  l a i t y .  I n  th e  same way a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c  o r

r q y a l  f i g u r e  m igh t w r i t e  t o  th e  p ope . T here  was a n  a p p ro -
27p r i a t e  s a l u t a t i o n  f o r  eac h  o f t h e s e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  The

m u th o r  t h e n  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  b u t  b r i e f l y  t r e a t e d  th e  o th e r

four p a r t s  o f  a  l e t t e r .  A f t e r  t h e s e  n e c e s s a r y  components

were d e s c r i b e d  th e  a u th o r  a l s o  m en tioned  th e  v a r io u s

c h a n g e s  and  p r i v i l e g e s  which c o u ld  a f f e c t  Vie  form o f  a

l e t t e r .  He th e n  con c lu d ed  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was th e  in fo rm -
28a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  c o n c e rn in g  d ic ta m e n .

P e rh a p s  th e  most famous d i c t a t o r  t o  have been  a s s o c i ­

a t e d  w i th  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  th e  A rs D ie ta m in is  a t  O r le a n s  was 

Ponce  o f  P ro v e n c e .  Ponce who a l s o  t a u g h t  a t  T oulouse  and 

M o n t p e l l i e r , a r r i v e d  a t  O rlean s  a b o u t  1250 w i th  a  n o b le  

p r o m is e .  He c la im ed  he would p a s s  by th e  f a b l e s  o f  th e  

a u t h o r s  and le a d  h i s  s t u d e n t s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h a t  p e a r l  o f
90

k now ledge , th e  Ars D ie ta m in is .  7 L ike many o f  h i s  c o u n t e r -
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p a r t s  i n  th e  f i e l d ,  Ponce c la im e d  t h a t  a l l  who w ished  t o  

become th e  b e s t  p o s s ib l e  d i e t a t o r e s  i n  th e  l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  

. t i n e  sh o u ld  come t o  him a s  he h e ld  th e  keys  t o  th e  s c i e n c e .  

He a p p a r e n t l y  had been  i n s p i r e d  by th e  I t a l i a n  s c h o o l  and 

b r o u g h t  i t s  in f lu e n c e  more d i r e c t l y  t o  b e a r  on th e  s c h o o l  

of O rlean s .^ ®  I t  i s  a l s o  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  l a u r e n t i u s  

of A q u i le a  a l s o  t a u g h t  a t  O r l e a n s . ^

There i s  s t i l l  much t o  be d i s c o v e r e d  r e g a r d in g  th e  

•^exact s t a t u s  o f  th e  A rs D ie ta m in is  a t  O r le a n s .  Im p o r ta n t  

questions im m ed ia te ly  come t o  m ind . F o r  ex am p le , w hat was 

’the e x a c t  s t a t u s  o f  th e  A rs D ie ta m in is  a t  O r le a n s?  Once 

again th e  s t a t u t e s  a re  s i l e n t ,  and  t h e r e  i s  n o t  th e  same 

abundance  o f  in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  h a s  so  g r e a t l y  e n l ig h t e n e d  

the I t a l i a n  s i t u a t i o n .  We have v e ry  l i t t l e  d e t a i l e d  in fo rm ­

a tion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  th e  c o u r s e s  th e m se lv e s  and t o  w h e th e r  

•those t e a c h in g  th e  Ars D ie ta m in i s  formed a  d i s t i n c t  f a c u l t y  

or n ot. I t  would seem, a s  D o ro th y  r.iackay Quynn m a in ta in e d ,  

th a t t h e s e  t e a c h e r s  were n o t  r e g e n t  m a s te r s  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  

* had no  r e a l  u n i v e r s i t y  s t a t u s .-^2 T h a t  a t  l e a s t  i s  th e  im- 

~pr«ssion one r e c e i v e s  c o n s i d e r i n g  th o s e  who t a u g h t  a t  

O r le a n s  su ch  a s  Ponce o f  P ro vence  who t y p i f i e s  th e  i t i n e r a n t  

d i c t a t o r .

There  have been  many o t h e r s ,  how ever, who have c l a s s ­

i f i e d  th o se  who t a u g h t  th e  Ars D ie ta m in is  a t  O r le a n s  a s  the  

g ram m arian s ,  and  t h i s  i s  v e ry  much p o s s i b l e .  One o f  th e
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f i r s t  s c h o l a r s  t o  come t o  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  was T h u ro t .

B a s in g  h i s  c o n c lu s io n s  on th e  f a c t  t h a t  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y

.m a n u a ls  o f  th e  a r t  have been un co v ered  which have t r e a t i s e s

of g r a mma r  and v e r s i f i c a t i o n  a t t a c h e d  t o  them , T h u ro t

s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  Ars D ie ta m in is  was t a u g h t  by th e  gram m arians

a t O r le a n s . ^  More r e c e n t l y ,  J . J .  Murphy w ro te  i n  h i s

s t u d y  on r h e t o r i c  i n  th e  Middle Ages t h a t  th e  F re n c h  a b -
3 4

so rb e d  d ic tam en  i n t o  th e  grammar c u r r i c u lu m .  C e r t a i n l y  

th is  i s  a  q u e s t io n  w e l l  w orth  k e e p in g  i n  m ind, ev en  though  

i t  is  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  we s h a l l  p e rh a p s  n e v e r  have 

an an sw er t o  i t .

U n f o r tu n a t e ly  t h e r e  a l s o  a r e  no r e c o r d s  w hich  i n d i c a t e  

how e x t e n s i v e l y  th e  Ars D ie ta m in is  was s t u d i e d  a t  O r le a n s .

I t  seems t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  m idd le  o f  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  th e  Ars P i c t a m in i s  s u f f e r e d  th e  same d e c l i n e  t h a t  

b e f e l l  i t  i n  I t a l y .  As law  grew  i n  im p o r ta n c e ,  th e  a r t  o f  

l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  seems t o  have d e c l in e d  a t  O r le a n s .  By th e  

e a r l y  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  when th e  F o rm u la ry  o f  T r e g u ie r  was 

c o m p i le d ,  th e  a r t  was n o t  even  r e f e r r e d  t o .  T h is  was an  

a m a s in g  r e v e r s a l  f o r  a  s u b j e c t  which f o r  a  s h o r t  t im e  en ­

jo y ed  su c h  an  immense p o p u l a r i t y  t h a t  even  3 t u d e n t s  o f

th e o lo g y  were w i l l i n g  t o  p u t  a s i d e  t h e i r  c a l l i n g s  i n  o r d e r  
35to  p u rs u e  i t .  ^ W ithout q u e s t i o n ,  th e  a r t  was much more 

im p o r t a n t  d u r in g  th e  r e i g n  o f  P h i l i p  A ugustus  t h a n  i t  was 

i n  t h a t  o f  F h i l i p  th e  F a i r .
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FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER IV

l C .S .  B aldw in , Medieval Rhetoric., p. 216 d e f in e s  
d ic ta m e n  a s  " a p t  and e l e g a n t  w r i t i n g  in s e p a r a b le  from 
s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  depend ing  on n a t i v e  a b i l i t y ,  t e a c h i n g ,  
and p r a c t i c e ,  u s in g  t o  some e x t e n t  a l l  f i v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
p a r t s  o f  r h e t o r i c ,  b u t  m a in ly  s t y l e . "

J. J . Murphy, R h . t o r i n  in  th e  Middle A pee( B e rk e le y ,  
C a l . i  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  3*

4
A l b e r i c  o f  Monte C a s s in o ,  F l o r e s  R h e to r i c i . ed . 

D,M, In q u an e z  and H.M. W i l l a r d ,  M isc . C a s s in e . 1 4 (1 9 3 8 ) .
The work was a l s o  c a l l e d  Radium D i e t a m i n i s .

^See L. R o c k in g e r ,  B r i e f s t e l l e r  und F orm elbucher  
des  E l f t e n  b i s  V ie rz e h n te n  J a h r h un d e r t s . 2 yoI s . NYi B. 
F r a n k l i n ,  1 9 o l , f o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  and e x c e rp t s  o f  th e  works 
o f  t h e s e  a u th o r s  on th e  Ars D i e t a m i n i s .

^P ae tow . A r t s  C o u rse . . . .  p .  73*

7I b l d . .  p p .  8 7 -8 8 .
o

I b i d . . p .  91* Ponce de P rovence  t a u g h t  th e  sub­
j e c t  a t  b o th  o f  t h e s e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  b e fo r e  he came t o  
O r le a n s .  See L. D e l i s l e ,  "Note s u r  l e  d ic tam en  de P o n c iu s  
P r o v e n c i a l i s , "  BSAHO. I V ( l8 6 2 - 6 7 ) ,  p p .  4 2 -4 * .  A lso  XIV, 
p • 4 1 0 , n . 1 .

^ E r n s t  K a n to ro w ic z ,  "Anonymi 'A u r ia  Gemma,'" 
M e d ie v a l la  e £  K u m a n is t ic a . 1 (194 3 )  • pp . 4 1 -5 7 .

* ° J .  S i e g e l ,  R h e to r i c  and P h i lo so p h y  in  R e n a is s a n c e  
Humanism( P r i n c e t o n .  N J« P r i n c e t o n  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  
p .  2 1 0 .

**Quoted by C .S .  B a ldw in , p .  220.

12P a e to w , A r t s  C o u rse . . . .  p .  7 6 .
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*^H en ri  d 'A n d e l i ,  e d .  L . J .  P ae to w , p .  Zk.

*^Faetow , A r ts  C o u rse . . . .  p .  78 . I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  th e  
c r i t i c i s e  t h a t  he t a u g h t  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  
a n c i e n t s ,  Boncompagno a rg u ed  t h a t  th e  a n c i e n t s  t a u g h t  s u p e r ­
f l u o u s  and h a rm fu l  t h i n g s .  S u t t e r ,  Aus Leben und S c h r l f t e n . 
IV , p .  52 and 109.

W ieruszow sk i, " R h e to r ic  and th e  C l a s s i c s  i n  
I t a l i a n  E d u c a t io n  o f  th e  T h i r t e e n t h  C e n tu r y ,"  S tu d ia  
G r a t i a n a . X I(1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  176 , n .  9 . W ieruszow sk i e x p re s s e d  
th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  Buoncompagno*s t h i n k i n g  
was p r o b a b l y  blown o u t  o f  i t s  p ro p e r  p r o p o r t i o n .  She 
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  Boncompagno h im s e l f  showed a  f a i r  d eg ree  o f 
f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  many c l a s s i c a l  w r i t e r s ,  f o r  exam ple , L iv y ,  
C ic e r o ,  S a l l u s t ,  P l i n y  and J o s e p h u s .  He a l s o  a p p a r e n t l y  
knew O vid, V e r g i l ,  S e n e ca ,  Lucan, J u v e n a l ,  P r i s c i a n ,  and  
C a s s io d o r u s .  See a l s o  Nancy G. S i r a i s i ,  A r t s  and S c ie n c e s  
a t  P a d u a . The S tudium  o f  Padua b e fo re  13^0 (T o ro n to t  
P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M ed iaeva l S t u d i e s ,  1973)* PP» 38 -  
3 9 , where th e  a u th o r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  one o f  Boncompagno's 
s t u d e n t s ,  R o lan d in o  o f  P ad u a , o b ta in e d  from  Boncompagno 
• s c i e n c i a  l i t t e r a l e '  and n o t  l e g a l  t r a i n i n g .  R o la n d in o 's  
own w r i t i n g s  a l s o  show c o n s id e r a b le  knowledge o f  some 
c l a s s i c a l  a u t h o r s .

*^An i n t e r e s t i n g  i n c i d e n t  which t y p i f i e d  th e  j e a l ­
ousy  be tw een  th e  two s c h o o ls  c an  be found  i n  S u t t e r ,  Aus 
Lcben und S c h r l f t e n .  pp . k Z - k S .  Boncompagno r e l a t e d  t h a t  
he w ro te  a  f i c t i t i o u s  l e t t e r  t o  th e  m a s te r s  and  s c h o l a r s  o f  
Bologna which p u r p o r t e d ly  was s e n t  by a  c e r t a i n  Frenchm an 
named R o b e r t .  I n  th e  l e t t e r  R o b e r t  c h a l l e n g e d  Boncompagno 
t o  a  p u b l i c  d e b a te  on th e  v a lu e  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  m ethods 
i n  t h e  a r s  d i e t a m i n i s . The v e ry  id e a  o f  t h e  d e b a te  g e n e r a te d  
a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e x c i te m e n t .  On th e  d e s i g n a t e d  d a te  th e  
whole u n i v e r s i t y  a s se m b le d .  The enem ies o f  3oncompagno 
were p a r t i c u l a r l y  numerous s in c e  t h e y  were c e r t a i n  t h a t  th e  
s e l f - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h e r  would be d e f e a t e d .  Boncompagno a r ­
r i v e d  and t o o k  h i s  s e a t .  The crowd w a i te d  a n d  w a i t e d ,  and 
when th e y  f i n a l l y  gave up hope t h a t  R o b e r t  w ould  a p p e a r ,  
Boncompagno announced t h a t  i t  was a l l  a  j o k e ,  t h a t  he had 
o u tw i t t e d  them s in c e  i t  was he who was th e  a u t h o r  o f  th e  
l e t t e r .
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C h a r le s  T h u ro t ,  N o t ic e s  c t  e x t r a i t s  d» d i v e r s  MSS 
l a t i n s  pour s » rv * r  k 1* hi s t o i r e  ties d o c t r i n e s  grar.ma t i c  a l e s  
au  moyen k g e . AXLI, p t  I I  ( l 6 o d ) , p .  ^83* " A r t i f i c i a l i s  
e s t  i l i a  c o m p o s i t io  que lep idam  o ra t io n e m  r e d d i t ,  q u ia  
d i c t i o n e s  quadam e q u a b i l i  o r d in a t io n e  c o n c i n n a t .  Sed hoc 
a l i t e r  ab  A u r e l i a n e n s ib u s , a l i t e r  a  f o n t e  l a t i n i t a t i s  
T u l l i o ,  a l i t e r  a  Sede a p o s t o l i c a  o b s e r v a t u r ,  A u r e l i a n e n s e s  
enim o r d in a n t  d i c t i o n e s  p e r  y m a g in a r io s  d a c t i l o s  e t  sp o n -  
d e o s ,  T u l l i u s  p e r  s in g u io ru m  pedum a r t i f i c i u m  t r a d i t  
hanc d o c tr in a m . Unde s in e  le g e  m e t r i c a  s t i l u m  e i u s  non 
p o t e s t  a l i q u i s  o b s e rv a re .  Nos v e ro  secundum a u c t o r i t a t e m  
romane c u r i e  procedem us, q u i a  s t i l u s  e i u s  c u n c t i s  p l a n i o r  
i n v e n i t u r . "

* ® S i r a i s i ,  p .  38 , n .2 8 .

*^Paetow , A r t s  C o u rs e . . . .  p .  79 .

^^W ieruszow sk i, p .  10^ shows th e  t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  
to o k  p la c e  i n  th e  t r iv iu m  a t  B o log na . The m a s te r s  t h e r e  
e m p h a t i c a l ly  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  r h e t o r i c  h e ld  th e  g h i g h e s t  
p l a c e  i n  th e  t r i v i u m .  She was th e  queen  o f  th e  s c i e n c e s  t o  
be i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  the  ' s c i e n c i a  l i t t e r a l i s ’ i t s e l f .  I t  
seems q u i t e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  L a t i n  a u th o r s  
had been  r e p l a c e d  by th e  more p r a c t i c a l  s t u d y  o f  L a t in  
w i th  em phasis  on d ic tam en  and r h e t o r i c a l  d o c t r i n e  and  was 
r e q u i r e d  by th e  f a c u l t y  o f  law . Grammar was t a u g h t  b u t  
m e re ly  a s  a  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  d ic ta m e n  and th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  th e  L a t in  m an u a ls .  Few i f  any  a u t h o r s  were r e a d ,  
W ieruszow sk i a s s e r t s .

21P ae to w , A r t s  C o u rs e . . . .  p .  88;

^The work i n  which one f i n d s  th e  m ost in f o r m a t io n  
on th e  O rlean s  f o r m u la r ie s  i s  t h a t  o f  K.N. V a l o i s ,  De. A rte  
S c r ib e n d i  K p j s to l a s  Apud G a i i i c c s  friedii A ev j  S c r i p t c r » s  
( P a r i s « 1 8 8 0 ) .

^ R o c k i n g e r ,  pp . 1 0 3 -1 1 ^ .

p . 103



2^ R o c k in g e r* p .  103.

27I b l d . .  pp . 103 -108 .
40

I b i d . . pp . 109- l H n  "De d i n in u c io n e ,  de conm utac- 
io n e ,  de p r i v i l e g i i s  dom in i p a p e ,  p r iv i l e g iu m  i n p e r a t o r i s ,  
de p r i v i l e g i o  a rc h ie p is c o p o ru m  e t  ep iscoporum  p r i v i l e g i u m  
s a e c u l a r e . "  The a u th o r  c o n c lu d e s ,  ”e t  hec s u f f i c i a n t  de 
d ic ta m in e  d ic e n d o ."

27T h u r o t ,  XXII, p t  2 ,  p .  39* " I n c i p i u n t  d ic ta m in a  
m a g i s t r i  P o n c i i .  U n iv e r s i s  s c o l a r i b u s  q u i  d e c o r a r i  c u p iu n t  
e p i s t o l a r i s  d i e t a m i n i s  s c i e n t i a  g l o r i o s a  P . M a g is te r  in  
d ic ta m in e  s a lu te m  e t  n e g l e c t i s  a c to ru m  f a b u l i s  ad m arg a r itam  
d i e t a m i n i s  p r o p e r a r e . "

*»0< P ae tow , A r t s  C o u rse . . . .  p .  90.

^*C.H. H a sk in s ,  " L i f e  o f  M edieval S tu d e n ts  a s  
I l l u s t r a t e d  by T h e i r  L e t t e r s , "  American H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew . 
1 1 1 (1 8 9 8 ) ,  p .  208 .

^2D o ro th y  Mackay Quynn, "The M edieval E x t r a c u r r i c u l ­
um, The O rlea n s  E xam ple ,"  The M i s s i s s i p p i  Q u a r t e r l y . 
(1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  121 .

^ T h u r o t ,  N o t ic e s  e t  Ex t r a i t s . XXII, p .  91 .

^ J . J .  Murphy, R h e to r i c  i n  th e  Middle Ages (B e rk e le y !  
197*0* i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  s u r v e y .  I n  I t a l y  t t e  Ars D ie ta m in is  
was r e p l a c e d  by th e  a*»r N n ta H a  w hich becam? a  d i s t i n c t  
f a c u l t y .  A cco rd in g  t o  S a r t i ,  I ,  505 , t h e r e  were r e g u l a r

fr a d u a t i o n s  i n  n o t a r i a .  I n  th e  days o f  O dofredus th e  n o t a r -  
e s  form ed a  g u i l d  and i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  n o t a r i a  in c lu d e d  th e  

e le m e n ts  o f  law , i n  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  I n s t i t u t e s .

^ P a e t o w ,  A r t s  C o u rs e . . . .  p .  29*
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CHAPTER V 

THE EMERGENCE OF THE 

UNIVERSITY AND LEGAL STUDIES

In  a d d it io n  t o  be in s  a famous c e n te r  o f l i t e r a r y  

s t u d ie s *  O rlean s a l s o  a cq u ired  an  i l l u s t r i o u s  r e p u t a t io n  

a s  a c e n te r  o f  l e g a l  s t u d i e s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  t h ir t e e n t h  

and fo u r te e n th  c e n t u r ie s .  The law  s c h o o l  a t  O rlean s  

d ev e lo p ed  in  l i n e  w ith  th e  grow th  in  p o p u la r ity  among 

s tu d e n t s  o f  th e  more lu c r a t iv e  s u b j e c t s  o f  s tu d y ,  n o ta b ly  

la w  and m e d ic in e . B ecause o f  t h i s  p o w erfu l tren d  w hich  

c h a r a c te r iz e d  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  m il ie u  th rou gh ou t E u rop e, 

th e  law  s c h o o l  a t  O rlean s seem ed t o  have t o t a l l y  e c l ip s e d  

th e  l i t e r a r y  c e n te r  a t  O rlean s in  fam e, a t  l e a s t  in  th e  

p o p u la r  im a g in a t io n . By th e  end o f  th e  t h ir t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  

th e  s c h o o l  a t  O rlean s was c a l l e d  p r in c ip a l ly  a law  s c h o o l ,  

a lth o u g h  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  th e  o th e r  a r t s  d id  n o t  d isa p p e a r  

e n t i r e l y .

To a  v e r y  g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  O rlean s was a unique and 

p r iv i l e g e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .  The one c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  made 

i t  s o  d i f f e r e n t  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  s tu d e n t  co u ld  pursue  

c o u r s e s  in  e i t h e r  c i v i l  or canon law  t h e r e ,  a f e a tu r e  n o t
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a t  a l l  common amonff F re n ch  u n i v e r s i t i e s . ^  As a  r e s u l t  o f  

t h i s  un ique o p p o r tu n i ty ,  th e  p r o f e s s o r s  who t a u g h t  a t  

O r lea n s  came t o  e x e m p lify  th e  l u c r a t i v e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  law 

d e g re e  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  m o b i l i t y  t h a t  a  l e g a l  c a r e e r  c o u ld  

p r o v id e .  Many o f  th e s e  men moved on from p o s t  t o  p o s t ,  

o f t e n  u l t i m a t e l y  assum ing  h ig h  governm ent o r  c h u rc h  p o s i ­

t i o n s  by th e  end o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r s .  F o r  ex am p le ,  P i e r r e  

de B e l le p e rc h e  became C h a n c e l lo r  o f  F ra n c e  un d e r  P h i l i p  

IV | P e t e r  P e r e g r o s s i  advanced  i n  th e  Roman C u r ia  and  u l ­

t i m a t e l y  became a  c a r d i n a l ,  and Simon P a r i s ,  a n o th e r  p r o ­

f e s s o r ,  became C h a n c e l lo r  o f  N ap les  a f t e r  he e n te r e d  th e  

s e r v i c e  o f  C h a r le s  o f  A njou .

One o f  th e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  th e  r i s e

and grow th  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  law  a t  O r le a n s  was th e

p r o h i b i t i o n  by Pope H o n o riu s  I I I  i n  1219 w hich  fo rb a d e  th e
2

t e a c h in g  o f  c i v i l  law a t  P a r i s .  The m o t i v a t i o n  b e h in d  

th e  d e c r e e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h a s  p e rp le x e d  s c h o l a r s  o v e r  th e  

y e a r s .  The B u l l  i t s e l f ,  c a l l e d  S u per  S pecu lu m , d e c l a r e d  

i t s  o b j e c t  t o  be th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  th e  s t u d y  o f  th e o lo g y .  

From th e  p a p a l  p o i n t  o f  v iew , i t  was n a t u r a l l y  h ig h ly  

d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  th e  c h i e f  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  F r a n c e ,  th e  U n iv e r ­

s i t y  o f  P a r i s ,  above a l l  o th e r s  s h o u ld  be a  s t r o n g h o ld  

o f  th e  c h u rch  d e v o te d  s o l e l y  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  a r t s  and 

th e o lo g y .  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P a r i s  was g i v e n  a  s o r t  o f  

monopoly o f  t h i s  b ra n c h  o f  h ig h e r  l e a r n i n g  a n d  was th u s
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made th e  s c h o o l  o f  th e o lo g y  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  by H onorius*  

p r o h i b i t i o n .

The d e c r e e  S u per  Speculum , i n  f a c t ,  s u p p o r te d  R o b e r t  

de C o urson ’ s  program  o f  s tu d y  f o r  P a r i s .  I n  th e  b u l l  th e  

pope renew ed t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  law  and m ed ic in e  t o  monks 

and c o n firm ed  R o b e r t ’ s e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  t o  

c l e r i c s  w i th  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  I t  was 

cu s to m ary  a t  t h i s  tim e f o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s u p e r i o r s  t o  

f o r b i d  t h e i r  c l e r g y  t o  s tu d y  c i v i l  law . I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  

t h e  d e c re e  S u p e r  Speculum was a n  a c t  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

r e f o r m  a im ed a t  p r e v e n t in g  th e  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  

Church  by c l e r i c s  ab an d o n in g  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d u t i e s  

i n  o rd e r  t o  f o l lo w  th e  o b v io u s ly  more l u c r a t i v e  c a r e e r  i n  

la w . Very o f t e n ,  how ever, su ch  p r o h i b i t i o n s  a s  t h i s  were 

r e n d e r e d  e n t i r e l y  i n o p e r a t i v e  by w h o le sa le  d i s p e n s a t i o n s .

W hile t h e  e x p l i c i t  m otive  and  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  theme o f  

t h e  b u l l  S u p e r  Speculum may have been  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  

t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  th e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  d e c re e  i n  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e  how ever, a r e  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e .  The 

Pope c o n n e c te d  th e  l o c a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  w i th  -he f a c t  t h a t  th e  

l a i t y  o f  t h e  I s l e  de P ra n c e  and  e ls e w h e re  was n o t  s e r v e d  

by Roman law . Many s c h o l a r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  have se e n  th e  un— 

e x p re s s e d  m o tiv e  b e h in d  th e  ban  a s  p a p a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  

in d ep en d en ce  o f  th e  F re n ch  k in g  a g a i n s t  the  im p e r i a l  p r e ­

t e n s i o n s  o f  th e  German Emperor whose powers were founded
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on Roman la w . F a w t ie r  even  went so  f a r  a s  t o  s t a t e  t h a t

H onorius  i s s u e d  th e  b u l l  a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  P h i l i p  A ugustus 

• a s  a  p r e c a u t i o n  so  t h a t  th e  Emperor and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  

w ould  n o t  c la im  t h a t  th e  regnuin Prancorum  was p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

new Roman Em pire  s im p ly  b ecau se  th e  C i v i l  Law was i n  u se  

i n  some p a r t s  o f  F r a n c e .^  On a  wide s c a l e ,  we may a l s o  see  

a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  th e  p e r e n n i a l  p a p a l  d e s ig n  t o  d e p r iv e  

th e  Roman c i v i l  law o f  i t s  u n i v e r s a l  c h a r a c t e r .  The d e c re e  

form ed an  im p o r ta n t  l i n k  i n  th e  dep loy m en t o f  p a p a l  a r g u ­

m e n ts  which were t o  weaken th e  c au se  o f  th e  em pire  and 

s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  own c a u s e .  I n n o c e n t  IV , p e rh a p s  th e  fo re m o s t  

p o l i t i c a l  pope o f  th e  Middle A g es , a l s o  r e c o g n iz e d  i n  th e  

s t u d y  of th e  laws a  c o n t i n u a l  t h r e a t  t o  th e  advancem ent 

o f  p a p a l  a im s .^  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i n  

1253# he e x te n d e d  th e  e a r l i e r  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f H o noriu s  t o

E n g la n d ,  S c o t l a n d ,  S p a in ,  H ungary , and th e  whole o f
7

m e d ie v a l  F r a n c e .  The p o l i c y  o f  th e  c h u rc h  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  

was s im p ly  a  n a t u r a l  an d  n e c e s s a r y  phase  o f  th e  a n c i e n t  

a n ta g o n ism  be tw een  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and c i v i l  p ow ers .

The t o t a l  e x c l u s i o n  o f  Roman law  a t  P a r i s  was s im p ly  a  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y .

Many w r i t e r s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  have denounced th e  p o l i c y  o f  

t h e  Church a s  i n t o l e r a n t  and b i g o t e d .  Some how ever, l i k e  

R oger Bacon i n  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  and R ic h a rd  de Bury 

i n  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h ,  com plained  t h a t  th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  was n o t
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0
s t r i n g e n t  enough . T h e i r  a s s e r t i o n  was t h a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  

Roman law made men f r i e n d s  o f  th e  w orld  and  enem ies  o f  

G od.^  There was a c t u a l l y  a  g r e a t  f e e l i n g  o f  r e s e n tm e n t  

a g a i n s t  th e  law y ers  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  and  i t  was much more 

common th a n  has been  presum ed . One o f  th e  many c r i t i c i s m s  

a g a i n s t  them was t h a t  th e y  were i n s p i r e d  s im p ly  by lo v e  of 

money o r  p r o f i t . 10 The p r i n c i p a l  c r i t i c s  o f  th e  law y ers  

were th e  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  who, i t  i s  am using t o  n o t e ,  a l s o  

a c c u se d  th e  law y e rs  o f  l a z i n e s s  s i n c e  th e  l e g a l  l e c t u r e s  

were n o t  a s  e a r l y  i n  th e  m orning a s  th e  t h e o l o g i c a l  l e c ­

t u r e s . 11

R e g a rd le s s  o f  th e  m o t iv a t io n  b e h in d  th e  b u l l  S uper

Speculum , i t s  im p a c t  upon O r lea n s  was t re m e n d o u s .  W hatever

c o n n e c t io n  l e g a l  s t u d i e s  had w i th  O r lea n s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s

t im e ,  th e  B u l l  gave g r e a t  im pe tu s  t o  th e  s c h o o l s  o f  law

a t  O r le a n s .  Not o n ly  d id  th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  r e a c t  u n fa v o r a b ly

upon th e  s tu d y  o f  c i v i l  law a t  P a r i s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  q u i t e

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  m ig r a t i o n  from P a r i s  t o  O r le a n s

by th o s e  who s t i l l  w ished t o  s tu d y  and p u r s u e  c a r e e r s  i n

c i v i l  law . The p ro x im i ty  o f  th e  two a r e a s  w ould  te n d  t o

s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  o c c u rre n c e  was j u s t  a s  l i k e l y  t o  happen

a t  t h a t  tim e a s  i t  was i n  1230 when such  a  m ig r a t i o n  i n
12f a c t  d id  ta k e  p l a c e .

Roman law was a s  much a  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  w orld  

a s  were th e  G reek  and Roman b e l l e s - l e t t r e s .  A t l e a s t  some
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ru d im e n ts  o f  law were everyw here  t a u g h t  i n  th e  s c h o o ls  o f

th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  by th e  m a s te r s  o f  th e s e  a r t s *  The o ld  

d i v i s i o n  o f r h e t o r i c  i n t o  t h r e e  b r a n c h e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t iv e ,  

d e l i b e r a t i v e ,  and  j u d i c i a l ,  a l lo w e d  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

l e g a l  s t u d i e s  u n d e r  th e  l a s t  m en tioned  c a te g o r y  w i th o u t  

r e q u i r i n g  th e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  new a r t  t o  th e  s a c r e d  s e v e n .  As 

R a s h d a l l  p o in te d  o u t ,  "when we remember th e  enormous p r o ­

p o r t i o n  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e n e rg y  o f  Europe which had been  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  th e  s tu d y  o f  law d u r in g  th e  l a t t e r  days o f  

"the Roman E m p ire , i t  would have been  a n t e c e d e n t l y  p r o b a b le  

t h a t  w herev er  any  e d u c a t io n  a t  a l l  s u r v iv e d ,  some e le m e n ta ry  

i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  law would have form ed p a r t  o f  th e  e d u ca ­

t i o n . " * ^  There w ere , a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  many d i s t i n c t  

t r a c e s  o f  th e  c o n tin u a n c e  o f  l e g a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  th e  s c h o o ls  

o f  th e  p e r io d  c a l l e d  th e  "Dark Ages" th ro u g h o u t  E u ro p e .

Roman Law p e r s i s t e d  i n  p r a c t i c e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  momen­

t o u s  v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  th e  c e n t u r i e s  a f t e r  J u s t i n i a n  and 

n e i t h e r  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n q u e s ts  n o r  th e  developm ent and e -  

• v e n tu a l  suprem acy o f  th e  f e u d a l  sy s te m  c o u ld  c r u s h  i t  o u t .  

J u s t  a s  a n  exam ple , t h e r e  i s  ample ev id e n ce  o f  th e  u n i v e r ­

s a l i t y  o f  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l e a r n i n g  law a t  s c h o o l  in  th e  

c i t a t i o n s  and a c c u m u la t io n s  o f  p a s s a g e s  q u o ted  by such

h i g h l y  r e p u t a b l e  s c h o l a r s  a s  S a v ig n y ,  O zanar, F i t t i n g  and 
l ho t h e r s .  I f  t h e r e  does n o t  seem t o  be enough in f o r m a t io n  

t o  document c o m p le te ly  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  Roman l a w 's  s tu d y



th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r io d ,  i t  i s  on ly  b ecau se  o f  th e  com ple te  

am algam ation  o f  th e  s tu d y  o f  law w i th  th e  o r d in a r y  c u r r i c ­

ulum o f  e d u c a t io n .  A lthough  i t  m ig h t  have been  d e b a se d ,  

a d u l t e r a t e d  or g a r b le d ,  Roman law s u r v iv e d  ev en  though  i t  

was c o n f in e d  m a in ly  t o  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  c l e r i c a l  and m o n a s t ic  

o r d e r s  where i t  was t r e a t e d  a s  a  mere su p p lem en t  o r  a d ju n c t  

t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  r h e t o r i c . * ^

With r e g a r d  t o  O rlea n s  and th e  a c t u a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  

law. th e  q u e s t i o n  i s  j u s t  a s  m oot. H.O. T a y lo r  m a in ta in e d  

that t h e r e  was no tim e when i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Roman law c o u ld  

n o t  be o b ta in e d  somewhere i n  W este rn  E u ro p e .  As s p e c i f i c  

i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h i s ,  he c i t e d  Narbonne where he s a i d  Roman 

law was t a u g h t  v e ry  e a r l y ,  and  t o  f u r t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  

a rg u m e n t ,  he p o in te d  t o  O r lea n s  where he m a in ta in e d  law 

was t a u g h t  from th e  tim e o f  T h e o d u l f .1 ^ Many s c h o l a r s ,  i n  

f a c t ,  a  m a j o r i t y  o f s c h o l a r s ,  c o n c u r re d  i n  th e  v iew  t h a t

the s t u d y  o f  law a t  O rlea n s  p re c e d e d  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f
17the u n i v e r s i t y  i n  1306 by c e n t u r i e s .  '  S a v ig n y  e x p re s s e d

the o p in io n  t h a t  i n  th e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  O r l e a n s ,  a s c h o o l ,
18an d  w i th o u t  d o u b t  a  s c h o o l  o f  la w , was i n  e x i s t e n c e .  

F o u r n i e r ,  th e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t a t u t e s  o f  O r le a n s ,  

very e m p h a t i c a l ly  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  law a n te d a t e d  

the docum entary  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  has  come down t o  us on th e  

u n i v e r s i t y .  So adamant was F o u r n i e r  t h a t  O r le a n s  was th e  

f o r e m o s t  l e g a l  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Europe t h a t  he went on t o  add
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t h a t  th e  F re n ch  law  s c h o o l was c r e a te d  b e fo re  Bologna i t s e l f  

became an  im p o r ta n t  c e n te r  o f law . He f u r t h e r  s t i p u l a t e d  

t h a t  i t  was th e  F ren ch  p r o f e s s o r s  who w ere a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  

to  th e  B olognese m a s te r s .* ^  He d is p la y e d  su ch  f i e r c e  l o y a l ­

ty  t o  h i s  s u b j e c t  t h a t  he c o u ld  q u i t e  e a s i l y  and  f i t t i n g l y  

be c a l l e d  an  e x a g g e ra to r ,  w hich i s  e x a c t ly  th e  te rm  t h a t  

he a p p l ie d  t o  S av ig n y . F i t t i n g ,  a n o th e r  n o te d  l e g a l  h i s t o r ­

i a n ,  a s s e r t e d  a l s o  t h a t  th e r e  was good re a s o n  to  b e l ie v e
20t h a t  law  was t a u g h t  th e r e  a s  f a r  back  a s  th e  n in th  c e n tu r y .

When we t u r n  t o  th o s e  a u th o r s  who have p r im a r i ly  o r 

e x c lu s iv e ly  d e v o te d  t h e i r  s c h o la r ly  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  su b ­

j e c t  o f  O r le a n s , how ever, th e r e  i s  n o t  th e  same c o n sen su s  

o f o p in io n . B im benet, th e  h i s t o r i a n  who gave us th e  o n ly  

h i s t o r y  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  law  a t  O r le a n s , m a in ta in e d

t h a t  th e r e  was no t r a c e  o f  l e g a l  s t u d i e s  a t  O rle a n s  in
21th e  e a r l y  p e r io d .  Even M e i je r s ,  th e  a o s t  r e c e n t  a u th o r  

t o  d e v o te  h i s  r e s e a r c h  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  law  in  th e  M iddle 

A ges, and  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a t  O r le a n s , f e l t  t h a t  i t  was im­

p o s s ib le  t o  sp eak  o f  any  s e r io u s  s tu d y  o f  law  a t  O rlea n s
22b e fo re  th e  t w e l f th  c e n tu r y .  One would have to  co n cu r 

w ith  th e s e  a s s e s s m e n ts ,  f o r  e s s e n t i a l l y  i t  Is  o n ly  th e  

a p p e a ra n c e  o f  p ro o f  t h a t  th e  o th e r  a u th o r s  - o i n t  t o .

W ith o u t a  d o u b t ,  th e  germ  o r  se ed  o f  te a c h in g  c i v i l  and 

canon  law  e x i s t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  g iv e n  in  th e  

e p is c o p a l  and  c a th e d r a l  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  r e g i  ?n w hich so  c l e a r ­

e
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l y  f o s t e r e d  r h e t o r i c a l  and  g ra m m a tic a l i n s t r u c t i o n ,  b u t

c e r t a i n l y  th e r e  was no d i s t i n c t  f i e l d  o f  s tu d y  o r know ledge

w hich c o u ld  be c a l l e d  law .

W hile th e  s tu d y  o f  law  may have e x i s t e d  a t  O rlea n s  i n

an  em bryonic  s e n s e ,  th e  f i r s t  d ocum en ta ry  e v id e n c e  t h a t

makes m en tio n  in  a  s p e c i f i c  and c o n c re te  way o f  th e r e  b e in g

a  s c h o o l  o f law  a t  O rlean s  i s  a  b u l l  o f  G reg o ry  IX , d a te d

Ja n u a ry  1 7 , 1 2 3 5 . Ap p a r e n t l y  some q u e s t io n  had a r i s e n  a s

to  w h e th e r  b o th  c i v i l  and  canon  law  c o u ld  be ta u g h t  a t

O r le a n s . P e rh ap s  th e  memory o f th e  b u l l  S u p e r Speculum

was s t i l l  f r e s h .  A t any r a t e ,  th e  pope was a p p e a le d  t o  i n

o rd e r  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  c o n fu s in g  s i t u a t i o n ,  and  he c o n firm ed

t h a t  b o th  law s co u ld  be t a u g h t  a t  O r le a n s .  The e a r l i e r

p r o h i b i t i o n  d id  n o t  a p p ly  t o  t h i s  c e n t e r  o f  l e a r n in g .

T here  i s  e v id e n c e  which a l s o  s e r v e s  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s

d a te  a s  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  and  c r u c i a l  tu r n in g  p o i n t  i n  th e

g row th  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y 's  law  s c h o o l .  A l e t t e r  from

P i e r r e  de l a  C h a p e lle  t o  M .chae l M au co n d it, th e n  p r o f e s s o r

o f  law  a t  O r le a n s , i n d ic a te d  t h a t  law  d a te d  from  a ro u n d

t h i s  tim e  and m entioned  some o f  th e  key i n d iv i d u a l s  who
2kwere te a c h in g  th e r e  a t  t h a t  t im e .

The g row th  o f  th e  law  s c h o o l  was e n o rm o u s ly  r a p id  i n  

th e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  T h is  i s  a  c e r t a i n  f a c t .  

Among th e  f a c t o r s  which c o n t r ib u te d  t o  t h i s  r a p id  and un­

p re c e d e n te d  g row th  were th e  s p e c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  f i r s t
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p r o f e s s o r s  who ta u g h t  t h e r e .  U nrecogn ized  i n  B im b e n e t 's  

t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  law  s c h o o l ,  th e y  m e r i t  a t t e n t i o n  because  

t h e i r  a ch iev e m e n ts  were so  g r e a t  in  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  O r le a n s ' 

g row th  and fam e. Many o f  them had s tu d ie d  a t  B ologna b e fo re  

com ing t o  O rlea n s  t o  t e a c h .  The m a jo r i ty  o f them d e d ic a te d  

ten  o r  tw en ty  y e a r s  to  te a c h in g  b e fo re  moving on to  g o v e rn ­

m ent o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c a r e e r s .  They ty p i f y  t o  a  g r e a t  

e x te n t  th e  f i n a n c i a l  rew ard s  and th e  m o b i l i ty  t h a t  made 

the l e g a l  p r o f e s s io n  one o f  th e  m ost so u g h t a f t e r  i n  t h i s  

p e r i o d .  Many o f  th e s e  p r o f e s s o r s  a l s o  w rote l e g a l  t r a c t s  o r 

- " t r e a t i s e s ,  m ost o f  them d a t in g  from  th e  p e r io d  d u r in g  w hich 

th e y  were engaged in  te a c h in g  a t  O r le a n s . T hese t r a c t s  

r e f l e c t  th e  ty p e  o f  te a c h in g  t h a t  was in  vogue a t  O r le a n s , 

th e  t o p i c s  t h a t  were o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t h e r e ,  and h e lp  

to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t s  mode o f  te a c h in g  and th o u g h t from  t h a t  

o f  o th e r  law  s c h o o ls .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e s e  n en  a l s o  p la y e d  

a  v e ry  v a lu a b le  r o l e  i n  h e lp in g  t o  o rg a n iz e  th e  s c h o o l 's  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  so  t h a t  by 1306 when a  p a p a l b u l l  f i n a l l y  

c o n firm ed  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  i t  was m ere ly  an  

a c t  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  an  a c t  o f  c r e a t i o n .

The fo l lo w in g  r e p r e s e n t  th e  p r o f e s s o r s  who were m ost 

in s t r u m e n ta l  i n  b u i ld in g  and a d d in g  to  th e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  

th e  law  s c h o o l ,  t h a t  was i n  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  fo rm a tio n  in  

t h i s  c r u c i a l  p e r io d  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  C h iv e r s i ty  o f 

O r le a n s .
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PETER PEREGROSSI. L ike many o f  h i s  c o lle a g u e s  a t  O r le a n s ,

he was a  fo rm er s tu d e n t  o f th e  s c h o o l  a t  Bologna where he

s tu d ie d  u n d e r O d o f r e d u s .^  A f te r  c o m p le tin g  h i s  s t u d i e s  a t

B o lo g n a , P e t e r  came to  O rle a n s  to  tea ch *  A lthough  i t  i s

n o t  c e r t a i n  how lo n g  he t a u g h t  a t  O r le a n s , i t  i s  e s t im a te d

t h a t  h i s  te a c h in g  c a r e e r  spanned  n o t  more th a n  f i f t e e n

y e a r s .  H is te a c h in g  p o s t  s e rv e d  a s  a  s te p p in g  s to n e  tow ard

h ig h  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h o n o rs . A bout 1273 he was a  canon o f

Ifo tre  Dame i n  P a r i s .  The n e x t  y e a r  he became a c t iv e  i n  th e

Roman C u r ia ,  and  from  ’la rc h  1277 to  1288 he was i t s  v ic e

c h a n c e l lo r .  I n  1288 he was a p p o in te d  a  c a r d i n a l  by th e  
26P o p e .

D u rin g  h i s  te a c h in g  c a r e e r ,  P e t e r  P e r e g r o s s i  composed

th r e e  works w hich  have come down t o  u s .  Ths m ost im p o r ta n t

work was a  com m entary on th e  t i t l e  o f  th e  I - . s t i t u t e s .

"De A c t io n ib u s ,"  w hich i s  e x t a n t  i n  o n ly  one m a n u s c r ip t

( P a r i s ,  BN l a t  4 ^ 8 8 ) . T h is  work was r e f e r r e d  to  among th e

books o f  th e  s t a t i o n a r i i  o f  B ologna a s  " L e c tu ra  Domini
27P e t r i  G r a s s i  S u p e r A c t io n ib u s ."  A lthough th e  m a n u s c r ip t

i t s e l f  does n o t  m en tio n  P e r e g r o s s i  a s  th e  a a th o r ,  i t  h as

b e en  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  from  i n t e r n a l  e v id e n c e  t h a t  he was in
28f a c t  th e  a u th o r  o f  t h i s  work composed a b o u t 1 2 60 . The 

work i t s e l f  h a s  been  d e s c r ib e d  a s  more e la b o r a te  and more 

th o ro u g h  th a n  o th e r  w orks o f  th e  p e r io d .  I t  h as  a l s o  b een  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a  work b e lo n g in g  to  th e  B d o g n e se  s c h o o l
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b e c a u se  i t s  t r e a tm e n t  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h a t  s c h o o l o f  th o u g h t

and b e c a u se  i t  seems t o  la c k  a l l  in f lu e n c e  from  th e  F re n ch

m i l i e u .  The a u th o r  i n  f a c t  used  a s  h i s  p r im a ry  s o u rc e s  th e

w orks o f  A so , P la c e n t iu s  and  th e  G lo s s a .  B ut s in c e  th e

work was n o t  known to  th e  l a t e r  B o lognese  a u th o r s ,  and was

in  f a c t  known by F ren ch  j u r i s t s ,  i t  seem s h ig h ly  p ro b a b le
29t h a t  i t  was w r i t t e n  a t  O r le a n s .

A n o th e r  o f  P e r e g r o s s i *8 work t h a t  i s  a l s o  e x ta n t  i n  

b u t  one m a n u s c r ip t ( P a r i s  3N l a t  4 4 8 9 . f f *  102sq) i s  h i s  

I n t r o d u c t io n  t o  "R ead ing  o f  th e  D ires tu m  V e tu s ."  A lthough  

S a v ig n y  e r r o n e o u s ly  a t t r i b u t e d  th e  work t o  O d o fre d u s ,^ 0 

M e ije rs  showed t h a t  i t  p r o p e r ly  b e lo n g ed  in  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  

o f  P e r e g r o s s i ’s  w o r k s . T h e  t h i r d  e x ta n t  t r e a t i s e  o f 

P e r e g r o s s i* s  b e a r s  th e  t i t l e  De Prim o e t  Secundo D e c re to .

I t  i s  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  T r a c ta tu s  U n iv e rs i  J u r i s  p u b lis h e d  

i n  V en ice  i n  1 5 8 4 . Once a g a in ,  ev en  though P e r e g r o s s i

r e v e a le d  h im s e l f  a s  th e  a u th o r  i n  th e  open ing  s e n te n c e ,  th e
32work was a l s o  e r r o n e o u s ly  a s c r ib e d  t o  a n o th e r  a u th o r .

SIMON OF PARIS. Simon o f  P a r i s  a l s o  s tu d ie d  law  a t  B o lo g n a , 

b u t  h i s  m a s te r  th e r e  i s  n o t  known t o  u s .  A f te r  a t t a i n i n g  

h i s  d o c t o r 's  d e g re e , he became a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  u n iv e r ­

s i t y  o f  O rle a n s  where he ta u g h t  u n t i l  ab o u t 1260 . He gave 

up h i s  t e a c h in g  p o s i t i o n ,  how ever, a lo n g  w ith  s e v e r a l  o th e r  

f a c u l t y  m em bers, due t o  a n  i n c i d e n t  in  one o f th e  town and 

gown c o n t r o v e r s i e s  t h a t  m arked O r le a n s ’ h i s t o r y  j u s t  a s
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th e y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  o th e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  l i k e

P a r i s  and O x fo rd . T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  in c id e n t  co n ce rn ed  th e

r i g h t  t o  f i x  r e n t s . ^  Simon s u b s e q u e n t ly  went on to  P a r i s

t o  s tu d y  canon  law . I n  1272 he e n te r e d  th e  perm anen t

s e r v i c e  o f  C h a r le s  o f A njou  and he was prom oted  to  th e

c h a n c e l lo r s h ip  o f  th e  Kingdom o f S i c i l y  a s  s u c c e s s o r  o f

G e o f f re y  o f  Beaum ont. As C h a n c e llo r  he th e re b y  s e rv e d  a s

r e c t o r  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  N a p le s .  While s e r v in g  in  t h i s

c a p a c i ty ,  he a d d re s s e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  and

p r o f e s s o r s  a t  O rlea n s  to  come to  N a p le s . S h o r t ly  a f t e r

a ssu m in g  th e  c h a n c e l lo r s h ip  o f  N a p le s , Simon f e l l  i l l ,
“34and he d ie d  a  s h o r t  tim e  l a t e r  i n  A p r i l ,  1273 .

As a n  a u th o r ,  Simon composed a  p r o c e d u ra l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  

e n t i t l e d  "A rgum ents e t  S o lu t io n e s  c o n tr a  P ro c u ra to r iu m ,"  

a  w ork e x t a n t  in  one m a n u s c r ip t ,  P a r i s  BN l a t  4489 , f .  100 . 

Prom th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  t r e a t i s e ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  th e  

w ork was com posed a t  O r le a n s . The o p in io n s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  i t  

w ere l a t e r  q u o te d  by J a c q u e s  de R ev igny  an d  l a t e r  a u t h o r s . ^  

JEAN PS CONCHY. Je a n  de Monchy was u n d o u b ted ly  th e  p r o f e s s ­

o r  who was th e  m ost h ig h ly  e steem ed  among c o n te m p o ra r ie s .

He was p ro b a b ly  th e  m a s te r  o f  P i e r r e  de l a  C h a p e lie  and was 

c e r t a i n l y  th e  m a s te r  o f  Ja cq u e s  de R ev igny . He a l s o  en ­

jo y ed  a n  im p o r ta n t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c a r e e r .  I n  1263 he was 

i n  Rome and b o re  th e  t i t l e  p a p a l  c h a p la in .  He was a l s o  

canon  o f  th e  c a th e d r a l  a t  O r le a n s , canon o f  th e  c h u rc h  o f
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S t  A ig n an , w hich was a l s o  lo c a te d  i n  O r le a n s , canon  o f th e

church a t  Bayeux and p rob ab ly  a l s o  a t  A m iens. The

r e g i s t e r s  o f  Pope Urban IV f o r  th e  y e a r  1263 g iv e  te s tim o n y

t o  th e  h ig h  r e g a rd  Je a n  de Monchy e n jo y e d  from  th e  pope

who was a l s o  a  Frenchm an. I n  1263 th e  pope a l s o  c o n fe r r e d

upon him th e  ca n o n sh ip  w ith  a prebend i n  N otre  Dame a t  
37P a r i s .  Je a n  a l s o  seems to  have c o n tin u e d  h i s  s t u d i e s  a t

th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  P a r i s . - ^  On o c c a s io n  he s e r v e d  a s  a

m e d ia to r  f o r  th e  pope in  h i s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w ith  C h a r le s  o f

A n jou  c o n c e rn in g  S i c i l y ' s  crow n. When C h a r le s  o f  A njou

a c c e p te d  th e  crow n, Je a n  de Monchy s ig n e d  th e  o f f i c i a l  d o c - 
39u m en ts . z

I n  1264 J e a n  de Monchy was a t  Rome a c t i n g  a s  law y er 

on b e h a l f  o f  John  de C o u rten a y  whose e l e c t i o n  a s  a r c h ­

b is h o p  o f Rheim s was b e in g  c o n te s t e d .  J e a n  was s u c c e s s f u l  

i n  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  o f  h i s  c l i e n t .  And t h i s  a p p a r e n t ly  

was h i s  l a s t  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  a c t  i n  a  l e g a l  d e f e n s e ,  f o r  i t

i s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  he d ie d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  s in c e  th e r e  i s
40no f u r t h e r  m en tio n  o f him i n  an y  d o cu m en ts .

Through h i s  te a c h in g  and th ro u g h  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  J e a n  de 

Monchy e n jo y ed  enorm ous in f lu e n c e  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

F re n c h  law . Y et he d id  n o t  le a v e  an y  w r i t i n g s  to  p o s t e r i t y .  

P resu m ab ly  he n e v e r  w ro te , and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  o n ly  some o f  

h i s  g lo s s e s  were re c o rd e d  by h i s  s t u d e n t s .  Many o f  h i s  

t e a c h in g s ,  how ever, have been  handed down t o  u s by Ja c q u e s
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de R ev igny . W herever R evigny  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  dom inus. i t  i s
41a lw ays Je a n  de Monchy who i s  m ean t. The q u o ta t io n s  by

Ja c q u e s  de R evigny a llo w  us t o  d e te rm in e  th e  in f lu e n c e

w hich de Monchy e n jo y ed  i n  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  law

s c h o o l  a t  O r le a n s . H is r o l e  i n  t h i s  was e v id e n t ly  v e ry

g r e a t .  I n  h i s  te a c h in g  many o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  by

w hich  th e  s c h o o l a t  O rlea n s  i to o d  o u t were t o  be fo u n d »

above a l l  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  Roman law  f o r  th e  new s i t u a t i o n

i n  harm ony w ith  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  cu sto m ary  la w , and s e c o n d ly ,

th e  many s u b t l e  a rgum en ts and d i s t i n c t i o n s  t h a t  w ere so

p r e v a le n t  in  th e  works t h a t  em anated  from  t h i s  c e n te r  o f
42l e g a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .

PIERRE D'AUXONNE. P ie r r e  d 'A uxonne a p p a r e n t ly  a l s o  s tu d ie d  

a t  B ologna b e fo re  he t a u g h t  c i v i l  law  a t  O r le a n s .  He seems 

t o  have a l s o  b ro k en  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  law  s c h o o l  a t  O rlea n s  

a b o u t  th e  same tim e  a s  J e a n  de Monchy and  Sim on o f  P a r i s ,  

p resu m ab ly  a l s o  over th e  r i g h t  t o  f i x  r e n t s .  The r e s t  o f  

h i s  l i f e  was s p e n t  in  E n g la n d . I n  th e  y e a r  1265 when 

E le a n o r  o f  P rovence  c ro s s e d  o v e r from  F ra n c e  t o  E n g la n d , 

P i e r r e  d 'A uxonne was in  h e r  t r a i n .  T hrough E le a n o r 's  i n ­

f lu e n c e ,  he r e c e iv e d  th e  r e c t o r s h i p  o f  th e  c h u rc h  a t  

W im bledon. I n  1268 he was a n  o f f i c i a l  o f  th e  A rc h b ish o p  

of C a n te rb u ry , and  upon th e  A rc h b is h o p 's  d e a th  in  1270 , he 

became th e  e x e c u to r  o f  h i s  w i l l .  P i e r r e  d 'A uxonne d ie d  

a b o u t 1272 a s  a  man o f m eans. He l e f t  no w r i t i n g s . ^



F0PLQU5S DE IAON. F o u lq u es  ta u g h t  a t  O rlean s  and  th e n  en ­

t e r e d  th e  r o y a l  s e r v i c e .  From 1270 on he i s  m en tio n ed  a s  

. c l e r i c u s  l e g i s  in  o f f i c i a l  docum en ts . I n  th e  b e g in n in g  

o f  1273* when c o m p la in ts  from  th e  C ount o f  T ou louse  a b o u t 

"the a c t i o n s  o f  th e  r o y a l  a d m in i s t r a to r s  re a c h e d  P h i l i p ,  th e  

king s e n t  F o u lq u e s  a lo n g  w ith  Thomas o f P a r i s  i n  o rd e r  to  

s e t t l e  d i s p u t e s . ^  I n  1274 , F o u lq u e s  was a c t i v e  i n  an  

e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  r e g io n .  T h is  tim e th e  k in g  a s s ig n e d  him 

"to a p o s i t i o n  a s  a n  a d v is in g  j u r i s t  t o  G aston  de B earn  who 

mas summoned t o  E ng land  to  r e n d e r  a c c o u n t .  D u rin g  t h i s  s t a y  

in  E n g la n d , he p ro b a b ly  r e c e iv e d  th e  r e c t o r s h i p  o f  th e

C hurch  a t  Ringwood i n  H am psh ire . I n  a  docum ent o f  1284,
45

he i s  m en tio n ed  a s  d e c e a se d .

D uring h i s  c a r e e r  i n  r o y a l  s e r v i c e ,  F o u lq u e s  was h e ld

in  high esteem  a s  i s  e v id e n t  from  th e  la r g e  s a l a r y  w hich he
46re ce iv ed , 100 pounds to u r n o is  a  y e a r .  F o u lq u e s  a p p a r e n t­

l y  d id  n o t  w r i te  any  l e g a l  t r a c t s ,  and  w ith o u t  th e  r e f e r e n c e  

t o  him by P i e r r e  de l a  C h a p e l le ,  i t  would n o t  have been

known t h a t  he was a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  law  a t  O r le a n s , s in c e  th e r e
47i s  no m e n tio n  o f  him in  th e  o f f i c i a l  docum en ts .

GUICHARD DE IANGRFS. G u ich ard  de L an g res  t a u g h t  a t  O rlean s 

about th e  same tim e a s  Je a n  de Monchy. E v e ry th in g  e l s e  a b o u t 

him seems t o  be u n c e r t a i n ,  in c lu d in g  h i s  nam e. He was c a l l e d  

Q u ic h a rd  a f t e r  th e  exam ple o f  Ja c q u e s  de R ev igny  in  h i s  

le c tu r e s  on th e  D igestum  V e tu s . P i e r r e  de B e l le p e r c h e ,
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however, and C inus and o th e r  a u th o r s  who fo llo w e d  B e lle -  

p e r c h e , a lw ays r e f e r r e d  to  him a s  R ic h a rd u s  L in g o n e n s is . 

•P ierre de l a  C h a p e lle  r e f e r r e d  t o  him a s  G au ch e riu s  de 

L in g o n e n s i .

PIERRS DE LA CHAPSLIS. P i e r r e  de l a  C h a p e lle  was b o rn  in

'the d io c e s e  o f  Limoges and became a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  c i v i l  law

a t  O rlea n s  where he e a rn e d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h i s  knowledge

a n d  p ru d e n c e . In  1291 he was c a l l e d  to  g o v e rn  th e  ch u rch

a t  C a rc a sso n e . I n  1298 B o n ifac e  V III  named him b is h o p  o f

Toulouse. I n  1302 he a s s i s t e d  a t  th e  C o u n c il o f  Rome and

i n  1305 he was named C a rd in a l  by C lem ent V. He d ie d  in

1 3 1 2 . M a n u sc rip ts  c o n ta in in g  h i s  work in c lu d e  F lo r e n c e ,

B i b l .  L a u re n z ia n a , P l u t .  V I, s i n .  codex V I, c o n ta in in g

h i a  l e c t u r e s  on th e  Code t and V a t ic a n ,  B orghese 277» w hich
4.9

c o n ta in s  h i s  r e p e t i t i o n  on th e  D jgestum  V et u s .

IAMB5RT DE SALINS. Lam bert de S a l in s  was a n o th e r  t h i r ­

teen th  c e n tu ry  p r o f e s s o r  a t  O r le a n s .  He was a  d i s c i p l e  o f  

P ie r re  de B e lle p e rc h e  and had an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n .  

One o f h i s  w o rk s , " C o l le c t io n  d e s  D i s t i n c t i c n e s  s u p e r  

Codice e t  D ig e s to  V e te re "  was p r i n t e d  in  H e id e lb e rg  i n  1570 

by V itus P o la n tu s ,  c o u n c i l l o r  t o  th e  P r in c e  S l e e t  F r e d e r ic k  

I I I  o f th e  P a l a t i n a t e ,  from  a m a n u s c r ip t  in  F r e d e r i c k 's  

^possession. A r e p r i n t  o f  th e  work was i s s u e d  in  1611 in  

Hanover e n t i t l e d  Q u a es ti ones earum aue d i s t i n c t i o n e s  in  

l ib r o s  C o d ic is  dom ini J u s t i n i a n !  i n c e r t i  a u th o r i s  ex
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V e tu s to  M an u sc rln to  F .xem olari D e s c r io ta e . P a r i s ,  BN l a t  

14328 , g iv e s  a t e x t  o f  th e  D i s t i n c t i o n ' s  of L am bert o f 

•S a l in s  w hich a p p e a rs  to  be th e  l a s t  work o f th e  s c h o o l o f 

law  a t  O rlea n s  t h a t  was p o p u la r  i n  I t a l y .  Cinus,**0 

A lb e r ic u s  de R o sa te  and B a ldus made c o n s id e ra b le  use  o f  i t  

i n  t h e i r  own w orks . ^

MICHAEL MAUCONDIT. M ichael M aucondit was an  o u ts ta n d in g  

exam ple o f  th e  law y ers  who came i n t o  th e  r o y a l  governm ent 

a t  th e  end o f  P h i l i p  th e  F a i r ’s  r e i g n  and s e rv e d  t o  th e  

-and o f  th e  C a p e tia n  d y n a s ty . Born o f  a  n o b le  Norman fa m ily  

whose la n d s  were lo c a te d  on th e  C hannel c o a s t  be tw een  

Fecam p and D ie p p e , M ichael in  1306 was a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  law  

a t  O r l e a n s . ^  One y e a r  e a r l i e r  he had p le a d e d  w ith  C lem ent 

V *to g r a n t  new p r i v i l e g e s  and im m u n itie s  t o  th e  law  

• s c h o o l .^  L ik e  many o th e r  p r o f e s s o r s  a t  O r le a n s , h i s  

te a c h in g  c a r e e r  p rec ed e d  h i s  e n t r y  i n t o  C a p e tia n  g o v ern m en t. 

M ich ae l M aucondit came t o  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  P h i l i p  th e  F a i r  

t h e  moment t h a t  N o g a re t and  P l a i s i a n s  p assed  from  th e  s c e n e .  

He e n te r e d  th e  k i n g 's  c o u n c i l  im m e d ia te ly , and d u r in g  th e  

r e s t  o f  th e  r e i g n  o f  P h i l i p ,  he was p r e s e n t  on th e  C o u n c il
<4m ore o f te n  th a n  anyone e l s e .  He a l s o  s e rv e d  L o u is  X.

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  how ever, t o  d e s c r ib e  h i s  c o n t r ib u t io n s  

t o  p o l i c y  m aking o r  to  th e  m ach in e ry  o f governm ent d u r in g  

th e s e  y e a r s .  By h i s  v e ry  p re s e n c e  on th e  c o u n c i l ,  one m ust 

presum e t h a t  he had in f lu e n c e  on d e c i s io n s  o f s t a t e .  B u t h i s



- 1 4 6 -

c a r e e r  was q u i e t  and u n e v e n t f u l .  H is  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a d ­

vancem ent a l s o  moved a lo n g  u n s p e c ta c u la r  l i n e s .  He t y p i f i e d  

a law y er o f  P h i l i p  V and C h a r le s  IV who a f t e r  th e  g r e a t  

b a t t l e s  had been  fo u g h t ,  d e d ic a te d  h im s e l f  t o  th e  calm  and 

u n d is tu rb e d  a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  g o v e rn m en t. He d ie d  in  

1328.55

JACQUFIS DE REVIGNY. Ja cq u e s  de R ev igny  was fo re m o s t among 

th e  law y e rs  who ta u g h t  a t  O r le a n s . He to o k  h i s  name from  

th e  s m a ll  town i n  L o rra in e  where he was b o rn  a b o u t  1230 o r 

1 2 4 0 . He was an  alum nus o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O rle a n s  where 

h i s  m a s te rs  in c lu d e d  G u ichard  de L an g re s  and  J e a n  de Monchy, 

h i s  p r i n c i p a l  i n s t r u c t o r O n c e  he had co m p le ted  h i s  

s t u d i e s ,  he rem ained  a t  O rlea n s  t o  t e a c h ,  a  r o l e  he con­

t in u e d  u n t i l  th e  l a t e  7 0 's .

J a c q u e s  de R e v ig n y 's  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  O rle a n s  was im­

p o r t a n t  t o  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  two w ays. A c a d e m ic a lly  sp e a k ­

in g  he was an  i n s t r u c t o r  and  e d u c a to r  whose a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  

th e  u n i v e r s i t y  s e rv e d  to  add t o  i t s  fam e. Y et h i s  im p o r t­

an ce  t o  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  can  a l s o  be m easu red  by th e  c o n t r ib u ­

t i o n s  t h a t  he made to  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g ro w th  o f  th e  s c h o o l .  

S k i l l e d  a s  a  j u r i s t ,  Ja c q u e s  de R ev igny  a p p l i e d  th e  law o f 

c o rp o r a t io n s  t o  th e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  a t  O r le a n s  w h ile  he 

was t h e r e .  I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  a s  l a t e  a s  12750-1280, th e  r i g h t  

o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  to  e l e c t  a  r e c t o r  was a  n a t t e r  o f  d i s p u t e .  

T h is  f a c t  i s  made e v id e n t  by th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  F o u r n i e r 's
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L*s s t a t u t s  * t  p r i v i l e g e s  d e a  u n i v e r s i t e s  f r a n ^ a lg e g

d e p u ls  l e u r  fo n d a t lo n  lu s c u ' en 1789 o f an  e x t r a c t  o f  un-
*57c e r t a i n  d a te  from  th e  LECTURAE o f  Ja c q u e s  de R ev ig n y .

I n  i t  Ja cq u e s  de R evigny  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  P a r i s i a n  

s c h o la r s  e le c t e d  t h e i r  own r e c t o r  and he added "we who a re  

h e re  a t  O rlean s  a r e  n o t  a b le  to  do t h i s . "  And so  th e

d o c to r s  who b e fo re  t h i s  tim e  p ro b a b ly  had no h e a d , a t te m p te d

a t  Ja c q u e s  de R e v ig n y 's  b e h e s t  to  o b ta in  th e  pow ers o f an  

in d e p e n d e n t c o r p o r a t io n .  They were e v e n tu a l ly  s u c c e s s f u l  

i n  t h i s  a m b itio n .^ ®

By th e  l a t e  7 0 's ,  i t  i s  e v id e n t  from  th e  r e f e r e n c e s

made to  Ja cq u e s  de R evigny  by P i e r r e  de B e lle p e rc h e  t h a t  he

was no lo n g e r  a t  O r le a n s . I t  i s  th o u g h t t h a t  he w ent to  

T ou louse  t o  te a c h  a f t e r  l e a v in g  O r le a n s . Prom h i s  s t a y  a t  

T ou louse  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n e c d o te  a b o u t h i s  g r e a tn e s s  was 

b o rn .  T h is  added to  th e  c o n s id e r a b le  r e p u t a t i o n  he a l r e a d y  

p o s s e s s e d  and p u t  him on a  l e v e l  o f  le g e n d a ry  p r o p o r t io n s .

A r e f l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he was 

known t o  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  a s  th e  'G re a t  J a m e s . ' A cco rd in g  to  

th e  t a l e ,  Ja c q u e s  de R evigny s a t  in c o g n i to  among th e  

s tu d e n ts  l i s t e n i n g  to  a  l e c tu r e  t h a t  was b e in g  g iv e n  a t  

T o u lo u se  by th e  n o te d  l e g i s t  A c cu rs iu s*  O b je c tin g  t o  some 

o f  th e  m a t te r  b e in g  p r e s e n te d ,  Ja c q u e s  de R ev igny  spoke o u t 

an d  c h a l le n g e d  A c c u rs iu s .  A c c u r s iu s ,  how ever, was u n ab le  to  

w e e t th e  g r e a t  m a s te r ’s  o b je c t io n s  and rem ain ed  s i l e n t .
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«9The two a p p a r e n t ly  were an  u n e q u a l m a tc h .- "

A f te r  te a c h in g  a t  T o u lo u s e , Ja cq u e s  de R ev igny  e n te r e d

. th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s e r v ic e  and in  1289 . he was e le c t e d

b is h o p  o f  V erdun. He seem s, how ever, t o  have been  in  t o t a l

an d  c o n s ta n t  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  b u rg h e rs  o f  V erdun, and

th e s e  c o n f l i c t s  f i n a l l y  le d  him to  t r a v e l  to  Rome i n  1296.

He d ie d  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  t h i s  jo u r n e y .^ 0

The works o f  Ja cq u e s  de R evigny a re  b o th  num erous and

fam o u s. A t t r ib u t e d  t o  th e  p e r io d  in  w hich he was p r o f e s s o r

of c i v i l  law  a t  O r le a n s , th e  works to u c h  n e a r ly  e v e ry  a s p e c t

of th e  c i v i l  law . T r ith e m iu s  c r e d i t e d  him w ith  tw e n ty -n in e

w orks on th e  Code, tw e n ty - fo u r  on th e  Old D ig e s t ,  and  tw e lv e

on th e  New D ig e s t . ^  R evigny i s  a l s o  b e l ie v e d  t o  be th e

a u th o r  o f  a  d i c t i o n a r y  o f law  e n t i t l e d  Lumen a d  r e v e la t io n e m  
62g e n tiu m . I t  i s  u n fo r tu n a te  to  n o te ,  how ever, t h a t  o n ly  

f ra g m e n ts  o f  R e v ig n y 's  th o u g h t have su rv iv e d  t o  th e  p r e s e n t  

d a y , and  th e s e  a r e  i n  th e  form  o f  th r e e  e x t a n t  m a n u s c r ip ts  

an d  r e p r o d u c t io n s  o f  h i s  te a c h in g  by h i s  own s t u d e n t s ,

P i e r r e  de B e l le p e r c h e ,  C in u s , a s  w e l l  a s  c i t a t i o n s  i n  th e  

w orks o f  o th e r  l e g i s t s .

E v e ry th in g  e x ta n t  o f R e v ig n y 's  work c o n s i s t s  e x c lu s iv e ­

l y  o f  l e c t u r e s  f o r  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  These were r e c o rd e d  by 

members o f  th e  c la ss ro o m  a u d ie n c e  and  a r e  o f g r e a t  v a lu e  

s in c e  th e y  t r e a t  e v e ry  a s p e c t  o f  th e  c i v i l  la w . The s e ­

quence  in  w hich th e  w r i t in g s  o f  R evigny  o r ig in a te d  i s  c o n -



n e c te d  w ith  th e  way in  w hich th e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  law  a t  O rle a n s
63d iv id e d  th e  s u b je c t  n a t t e r .

A) The I n s t i t u t e s  1 t h i s  work i s  p ro b a b ly  th e  o ld e s t  o f

R e v ig n y ’s w r i t in g s .  I t  i s  composed o f  l e c tu r e s  and r e p e t i -

t io n e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  y e a r s .  Hence a l l  th e  e x ta n t  t e x t s  a r e

in c o m p le te .  T o u rto u lo n  who e d i t e d  th e  works o f  Ja cq u e s  de

R evigny  knew o n ly  th e  t e x t  i n  th e  P a r i s  m an u sc rip t*  BN

14350, f f .  144-213 .  There i s  a l s o  B r u ss e l s  MS 2710,  f f .  4 5 -

8 8 . T h is  l e c tu r e  was a l s o  p r i n t e d ,  b u t  i s  in c o m p le te ,  i n

num erous e d i t i o n s .  A l l  o f  th e s e  a r e  c o p ie s  o f  one e d l t i o

n r i n c e o s . p r in te d  in  f o l i o  i n  M ilan  i n  1506. T h is  com posi-
64t i o n  i s  d a te d  to  a b o u t 12?0 .

B) D igestum  V e tu s i so  f a r  o n ly  one copy i s  known o f  t h i s  

l e c t u r e  on th e  D igestum  V e tu s ; I t  i s  th e  m a n u s c r ip t,  

t r a c e d  by d 'A ib la n g ,  th e  D utch l e g a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  w hich

p r e s e n t l y  b e lo n g s  t o  th e  Leyden U n iv e r s i ty  L i b r a r y . ^  T h is

w as th e  o n ly  t e x t  o f  th e  l e c tu r e  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n .

C) CODEX 1 R e v ig n y 's  com m entary on th e  Code i s  u n d o u b te d ly  

h i s  p r i n c i p a l  w ork. Only h a l f  o f  i t  i s  e x ta n t  i n  a  manu­

s c r i p t  a l s o  d is c o v e re d  by d 'A ib la n g ,  BN 14350* In  a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h i s  m a n u s c r ip t,  th e r e  was a  p r in te d  e d i t i o n  in  1519 

b e a r in g  th e  t i t l e  P e tru s  £e B e lla  P e r t h i c a .  l e c t u r a  S u p er 

E r l r a  P a r t*  CpfliEiq S i  S u p er Secunda P a r te  C o d ic is .  E.M. 

M e i je r s ,  th e  D utch s c h o l a r ,  who a s  n o te*  a b o v e , d e v o te d  

m o st o f  h i s  r e s e a r c h  and w r i t in g  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  law  a t
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the U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O r le a n s , how ever, found  i t  a p p a re n t  upon 

ex am in in g  t h i s  work t h a t  i t  wa3 n o t  a  c o m p o s itio n  by P i e r r e  

de B e l le p e r c h e ,  b u t r a t h e r  was one by Ja cq u e s  de R ev ig n y . 

The i n t e r n a l  e v id e n c e  made t h i s  f a c t  a p p a r e n t .  I n  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  w ork , Books I I ,  I I I  and  IV a re  co m p le te  w h ile  

Books I  and V a r e  in co m p le te

D) D igestum  Novum» th e  l e c t u r e  on th e  D igestum  Novum h as 

come down to  us in  o n ly  one copy in  th e  same m a n u s c r ip t ,  

P a r i s ,  BN 1*050, f f .  1 -1 * 0 . I t  t r e a t s  o n ly  books 3 9 -4 1 ,

43  and  45  and  m ost o f  th e s e  a r e  in c o m p le te . I t  i s  p ro b a b ly  

t h e  m a t e r i a l  o f  one c o u rs e .  B oth  P i e r r e  de B e lle p e rc h e  

an d  A lb e r ic u s  de R o sa te  c i t e  th e  l e c tu r e  by de R ev igny  on 

Book 62 o f  th e  D ig e s t . ^

B ) A u th e n tic a  and  T res L ib r i  « th e  l e c t u r e s  on th e  

A u th e n tic a  a re  c i t e d  once by R ev igny  h im s e l f ,  w h ile  t r e a t ­

in g  a law from  th e  D igestum  V e tu s . These l e c t u r e s  to g e th e r  

w ith  those on th e  l a s t  th r e e  books o f  th e  Code a r e  p r e ­

served i n  one copy t h a t  i s  found  i n  th e  N a t io n a l  L ib r a ry  

i n  Madrid( 5 7 3 ) .68

P ) I n f o r t l a t u m * Ja c q u e s  de R ev igny*s l e c t u r e  on th e  I n -

f o r t i a tu m  i s  l o s t  e n t i r e l y .  The many q u o ta t io n s  from  i t  by

B a ld u s , how ever, p rove t h a t  i t  m ust have e x i s t e d  a t  one

t im e .  I t  h a s  been  c o n je c tu re d  t h a t  t h i s  wa3 th e  l a s t
69l e c t u r e  t h a t  Ja cq u e s  de R evigny  g a v e .



G) Summa de F eu d ia  o r  Surma F eudorum i t h i s  Summa i s  ex ­

t a n t  in  one copy in  r*S Parma 1227* and th e  work was e d i te d  

and  p u b l is h e d  by C orrado  P e c o r e l l a  in  1959* T o u rto u lo n  

s a id  t h a t  J a c q u e s  de R ev igny  p ro d u ced  a  work on f e u d a l

p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  was more com prehensive  th a n  B e au m an o ir 's
70w ork , Les coutum es de B e a u v a is is . C e r ta in ly  one m ust

c o n c u r  w ith  T o u rto u lo n  in  r e g a r d  t o  th e  c l a r i t y  o f  R ev ig n y ’ 

m ethod of e x p o s i t i o n .  F r i e r  to  1100 fe u d a lis m  was a  domin­

a n t  f a c t o r  i n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  E u ro p e , b u t  th e r e  were 

h a rd ly  any  c o n te m p o ra ry  t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p la n a t io n s  o r  j u s t i f i  

c a t io n s  o f  th e  f a c t .  H ow ever, i n  th e  l a t e r  s t a g e s  o f  i t s  

e x is te n c e  f e u d a l is m  was co m p etin g  w ith  and s lo w ly  lo s in g  

g ro u n d  t o  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  and many 

c a p a b le  w r i t e r s  o f  th e  tim e  a t te m p te d  to  e x p la in  how and

why i t  f u n c t io n e d .  The g r e a t  law  books o f  th e  t h i r t e e n t h
71c e n tu r y ,  th o s e  o f  B ra c to n  and B eaum ano ir, f o r  exam p le ,

f i t  th e  f a c t s  o f  f e u d a l is m  i n  a  much more o rg a n iz e d  and

p r e c i s e  m anner th a n  was a c t u a l l y  t r u e  i n  p r a c t i c e . I n

t h i s  c a te g o r y  o f  B ra c to n  and B eaum anoir may be s a id  to

f a l l  th e  Summa Feudorurn o f  J a c q u e s  de R ev ig n y . The f a c t

t h a t  f e u d a l  law  was c o n s id e re d  a n  im p o r ta n t  enough b ran c h

o f  law  to  w a r r a n t  a c t u a l  c la s s ro o m  i n s t r u c t i o n  was a n o th e r
72re m a rk a b le  f e a tu r e  a b o u t O r le a n s . S in c e  th e  L ib r i  

F eu d cru n  was c o n s id e re d  th e  t e n t h  s e c t io n  of th e  A u th e n tic a  

one c o u ld  su p p o se  t h a t  th e  t e a c h in g  o f th e  i u t h e n t i c a  and



N ovels w hich was r e q u i r e d  o f  th e  b a c h e lo r  i n  s e v e r a l  s t a t ­

u te s  in c lu d e d  th e  te a c h in g  o f f e u d a l  law .

A lb e r ic u s  de R o sa te  a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d  th e  f i r s t  d i c t i o n ­

a r y  o f  law  t o  Ja cq u e s  de R ev ig n y . I t  i s  s a i d  to  have been  

e n t i t l e d  Lumen ad re v e la t io n e m  g e n tiu m . A lb e r ic u s  gave 

th e  i n c i p i t  o f  th e  w ork, b u t  th e  work u n f o r tu n a t e ly  h as  been  

l o s t  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  J T here a r e  th r e e  m a n u s c r ip ts  which 

c o n ta in  th e  r e p e t i t i o n s  o f  Ja c q u e s  de R e v ig n y , a s  w e ll  a s  

th o s e  o f  o th e r  a u th o r s .  They a re  Bamberg 33# P a r i s ,  BN 

4 4 8 8 , f o l .  1 3 9 -3 1 9 , and  L e ip z ig  921 . 7k

Ja c q u e s  de R evigny  was a l s o  s a id  to  have been  a  p ro ­

f e s s o r  o f th e o lo g y . A f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  s c h o la r  G ian

B a t t i s t a  C a c c ia lu p i  r e f e r r e d  to  him in  1496 a s  " in  th e o lo g -  
7*5i a  m a g i s t e r . " T r i t h e m i u s ,  th e  German s c h o l a r ,  w r i t in g

a  s h o r t  tim e  l a t e r ,  i n  1516 , to  be e x a c t ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  him

i n  a  s i m i l a r  m anner a s  "S a c ra e  P a g ln ae  P r o f e s s o r . "

S a v ig n y  chose  to  c i t e  th e  r e f e r e n c e  in  £ 1  D ip lo v a ta z io .

1 541 , " f u i t  monachus n ig e r  o r d i n i s  S . B e n e d ic t i ,  e t  a b b a s ,

e t  f u i t  magnus p h i lo s o p h u s , e t  e r a t  m a g is te r  in  th e o lo g ia
77antequam  i n c i p e r e t  l e g e s . "  M e ije rs  on th e  o th e r  hand

chose  t o  ig n o re  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  " m a g is te r  i n  t h e o lo g ia ."

He t r e a t e d  i t  m ere ly  a s  a  le g e n d  t h a t  grew  up b ecau se

Ja c q u e s  de R ev igny  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  o p in io n s  o f  th e o lo g ia n s
78and more p r e c i s e l y  t o  th o s e  o f  th e  D om in icans a t  O r le a n s .

The I t a l i a n  s c h o la r  Domenico M a f fe i ,  m ost r e c e n t l y  has



w r i t t e n  t h a t  some c re d e n c e  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  to  th e  s ta te m e n ts

o f  C a c c ia lu p i  and D ip lo v a ta z io  b e ca u se  th e y  made th e s e

s ta te m e n ts  in  a  m anner o f  c e r t i t u d e ,  n o t  in  a  m anner o f

s p e c u l a t i o n .  He f u r t h e r  c o n te n d s  t h a t  i n  h is  w ork, R evigny

m a n ife s te d  th e  know ledge and i n t e r e s t  o f  a  th e o lo g ia n  in

h i s  w r i t in g s  and n o t  i n  a  way t h a t  c o u ld  be c a l l e d  an
79o c c a s io n a l  r e f e r e n c e  o r  i l l u s i o n .

PIERRE DE BELLEPERCHE. P i e r r e  de B e lle p e rc h e  was one o f  th e  

m o st i l l u s t r i o u s  law y e rs  o f  h i s  t im e , c e r t a i n l y  th e  o n ly  

c o n te m p o ra ry  who c o u ld  r i v a l  Ja c q u e s  de R evigny  i n  fam e. 

T here  i s  u n c e r t a in ty  s u r ro u n d in g  h i s  p la c e  o f b i r t h ,  a l ­

th o u g h  i t  i s  th o u g h t t h a t  he was th e  son  o f  a  n o b le  f a m ily
80r e s i d i n g  i n  th e  B o u rb o n n a is . He ta u g h t  a t  O rlea n s  some 

tim e  be tw een  1280 and 1295l a b o u t  1296 he e n te r e d  g o v e rn ­

m ent s e r v i c e .  I n  1306 he became B ishop  o f  A uxerre  and
81C h a n c e llo r  o f  F ra n c e . He d ie d  th e  v e ry  n e x t y e a r .

As a  c o u n c i lo r  o f  th e  k in g ,  B e lle p e rc h e  became immersed 

i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  and  a m b a s s a d o r ia l  a s s ig n m e n ts ,  

p e rfo rm in g  th e  same s o r t  o f  t a s k s  r e q u i r e d  c f  F l o t e ,  N o g a re t 

and  P l a i s i a n s .  I n  one y e a r  a lo n e  he h e lp e d  w ith  th e  Ex­

c h e q u e r  b u s in e s s  a t  R ouen, made a  t r i p  t o  A r ra s ,  a d v is e d  th e  

k in g  a t  S a in t  G erm ain en  L aye , a t te n d e d  r o y a l  c a s e s  a t  

T ro y es  and w ent on a n  em bassy t o  E n g la n d , ’fhen  n o t  on th e  

ro a d  he was o ccu p ied  w ith  th e  work o f  th e  P a rle m e n t i n  P a r i s .  

F o r  an  u n s p e c i f ie d  p e r io d  tow ard  th e  end o f  h i s  c a r e e r  he
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p e rfo rm ed  th e  d u t i e s  o f  c h a n c e l lo r .  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o

a s s e s s  th e  r o l e  o f  B e lle p e rc h e  in  C a p e tia n  g o v ernm en t. He

c o u n se le d  th e  k in g  d u r in g  h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith  B o n ifac e

and  was a  member o f  th e  g ro u p  t h a t  in c lu d e d  P i e r r e  de

M ornay, F l o t e ,  A ic e l in  and w hich was c l o s e s t  t o  P h i l i p  th e
82F a i r  a t  th e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu r y .

P i e r r e  de B e lle p e rc h e  was one o f  th e  few  la w y e rs  o f  

th e  l a s t  C a p e tia n s  who w rote fo rm a l law  t r a c t s  and commen­

t a r i e s .  M e ije r s  found  two m a n u s c r ip ts  w hich p r e v io u s ly  

had  n o t  b e en  known o r  re c o g n iz e d  a s  th e  work o f  P i e r r e  

de B e l le p e r c h e .  The T»S P l u t .  VI s i n .  c o d . VI o f  th e  B ib l .  

l a u r e n z ia n a  in  F lo re n c e  c o n ta in s  h i s  l e c t u r e s  on th e  Code. 

U n f o r tu n a te ly  th e  f i f t h  book i s  m is s in g  and th e  n in th  

book i s  in c o m p le te .  A V a tic a n  m a n u s c r ip t ,  E orghese  277» 

a l s o  c o n ta in s  p a r t  o f  a  work by B e l le p e r c h e ,  R e p e t i t i o n s  on 

th e  t e x t  o f  th e  D igestum  V e tu s . I t  c o n ta in s  81 r e p e t i t i o n s ,  

o n ly  7 o f  w hich  a r e  found  e ls e w h e re . T h is  would b r in g  th e  

num ber o f  r e p e t i t i o n s  on th e  D igestum  V etus up to  102.® ^

B e l l e p e r c h e 's  l e s s o n s  on th e  I n s t i t u t e s ,  De A c t io n ib u s .
8hw ere w r i t t e n  down by  a n  E n g lis h  s tu d e n t .  A n o th e r o f  h i s  

w o rk s , T r a c ta tu s  de F e u d i s . was p u b lis h e d  in  158* . A ppar­

e n t l y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  B e l l e p e r c h e 's  th o u g h t  c an  be g le a n e d
85flrom th e  c o m p o s itio n s  o f  B a r to lu s .  D B a ldus re p ro a c h e d

B a r to lu s  f o r  h a v in g  borrow ed a g r e a t  d e a l  from  B e lle p e rc h e
86w ith o u t  h a v in g  c i t e d  him a s  h i s  s o u rc e .
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T hese ware th e  te a c h e r s  whose r o l e s  a t  O rlea n s  were 

m ost im p o r ta n t  in  t h i s  e a r l y  fo rm a tiv e  p e r io d .  As th e  

r e p u t a t i o n  o f  m ost s c h o o ls  d epends t o  a la rg e  e x t e n t  upon 

th e  fame and  s c h o l a r l y  a t t a in m e n t  and r e p u ta t i o n  o f i t s  

f a c u l t y ,  ev en  to  t h i s  d a y , th e y  a re  w o rth y  o f m en tio n  i n  

t h i s  c h a p t e r .  They a r e  th e  h e r e to f o r e  unknown o r u n reco g ­

n is e d  h e ro e s  who h e lp e d  c r e a t e  a  fam ous u n i v e r s i t y .  As a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  would be 

o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d ,  th e  r u l e s  and r e g u la t i o n s  o f  i t s  

g o v e rn an ce  would be fo rm a l iz e d  and  w r i t t e n  down, an d  th e  

r e q u i r e d  c o u rs e s  o f  s tu d y  w ould a l s o  be fo rm u la te d .

I n  13^6 a  s e r i e s  o f  b u l l s  was i s s u e d  by C lem ent V who 

h im s e lf  had  once b een  a  s tu d e n t  a t  O r le a n s . T hese re c o g ­

n iz e d  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O rle a n s  a f t e r  th e  m anner o f th e  

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T o u lo u se . C lem ent c o n fe r r e d  upon th e  d o c to r s  

some o f  th e  r i g h t s  t h a t  h i t h e r t o  had been  m onopolized  by th e  

s c h o l a s t i c u s . f o r  ex am p le , th e  r i g h t  o f  m aking s t a t u t e s

f o r  c e r t a i n  p u rp o s e s ,  th e  r i g h t  o f  e l e c t i n g  a  r e c t o r ,  and
8 7a l l  p r i v i l e g e s  e n jo y e d  by th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T o u lo u se , '

A t th e  same t im e , th e  p r i s o n  o f  th e  s c h o la s t i c u s  was 

a b o l is h e d  and  h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  th e
•

b is h o p .

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  e x h ib i te d  a rem ark ­

a b le  com prom ise b e tw een  th e  r i v a l  ty p e s  o f  P i r i s  and  

B o logna. B e fo re  th e  p a p a l  b u l l  o f  in c  o r p or £ c io n , th e



w rh o la a t^ c u a  o f  O r le a n s , l i k e  th e  c h a n c e l lo r  a t  O x fo rd , 

o ccu p ied  a doub le  p o s i t i o n  a s  th e  b i s h o p 's  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  and 

a t  th e  same tim e  a s  head o f  th e  m a g i s t e r i a l  g u i l d .  A f te r  

t h e  f i n a l  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a  r e c t o r s h i p ,  th e  s c h o l a s t i c u s  

r e c e d e d  i n t o  th e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  P a r i s i a n  c h a n c e l lo r  and 

th e  r e c t o r  became th e  head o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o p e r .  From 

t h i s  tim e  th e  o rd in a ry  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  were a d ­

m in is te r e d  by a  c o l le g e  c o n s i s t in g  o f th e  d o c to r s  o rd in a ry  

a n d  th e  t e n  p r o c to r s  o f  th e  s t u d e n t  n a t i o n s .  T h is  was 

in d e e d  a  com prom ise s i t u a t i o n ,  f o r  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  ag re em e n t 

b e in g  r e a c h e d ,  b o th  th e  b ish o p  o f  O rle a n s  and  th e  s c h o l ­

a s t i c u s  o f  th e  c a th e d r a l  c la im e d  th e  same c o n t r o l  o v e r th e  

la w  s c h o o ls  t h a t  th e y  had w ie ld e d  o v er th e  o ld  grammar 

a c h o o l s .  A lth o u g h  th e  b u l l  o f  1’306 seem ed t o  c o n fe r  power 

o n ly  on th e  m a s te r s ,  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  T ou louse  was t h a t  th e  

s t u d e n t s  sh o u ld  e n jo y  a t  l e a s t  a  n o m in a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

t h e  governm en t o f  th e  s tu d iu m . A c c o rd in g ly  we f i n d  th e  

s t a t u t e s  e n a c te d  by th e  r e c t o r ,  th e  d o c to r s  an d  th e

p r o c t o r s  o f  th e  t e n  n a t i o n s ,  th e  l a t t e r  b e in g  s tu d e n ts  and
88e l e c t e d  by th e  s t u d e n t s .

T here  were many d i f f i c u l t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  r e g u l a r ­

i s i n g  th e  body o f  r u l e s  w hich would o rg a n iz e  u n i v e r s i t y  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The h i s t o r y  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O rlea n s  

was m arked by many c o n f l i c t s  be tw een  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  

tow n an d  th o s e  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  The y e a r
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1309  was m arked by q u a r r e l s  w ith  th e  tow n. The t r o u b le  

c o n tin u e d  and in  1312 b o th  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  and th e  n a t io n s  

w ere s u p p re s s e d  by P h i l i p  th e  F a i r .  Only th e  m a s te rs  m ig h t 

M e t  a t  th e  summons o f  t h e i r  d ean  to  make n e c e s s a ry  r e g u la ­

t i o n s  ( and  th e s e  o n ly  f o r  th e  m ost s t r i c t l y  s c h o l a s t i c
QQ

p u r p o s e s .  The k in g ,  how ever, d id  t r y  t o  com pensate  th e

s c h o l a r s  f o r  th e  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  u n i v e r s i t y  r i g h t s  by h an d in g

them  o v e r t o  th e  p r o t e c t io n  o r  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f th e  b a i l l i f f

an d  p r o v o s t  o f  O r le a n s . The p ro v o s t  was made th e  c o n s e rv a -
90t o r  o f  w h ich ev er p r i v i l e g e s  th e  k in g  ch o se  t o  r e c o g n iz e .

C o n f l i c t  p e r s i s t e d  and p eace  seem ed u n a t t a i n a b le .  

F i n a l l y  i n  1316 , one o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  was i n s u l t e d  by an  

i n h a b i t a n t  o f  th e  tow n, and th e  b a i l l i f f  o f  O r le a n s , Simon 

de  M ontigny , was n o t  a b le  t o  s a t i s f y  th e  s tu d e n t  body in  

m ak in g  r e d r e s s  f o r  th e  o f f e n s e .  The whole body bound them ­

s e l v e s  by a n  o a th  t o  le a v e  th e  town i f  t h e i r  demands were 

n o t  a c c e d e d  to  by a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e a d l in e .  The t h r e a t  was

e x e c u te d ,  a l l  l e c t u r e s  c e a s e d ,  and th e  m a s te rs  and  s c h o la r s
91m ig ra te d  t o  N e v e rs , i n  B u rg u n d ian  t e r r i t o r y .

The c o n s e n t  o f  th e  town o f  N evers was o b ta in e d  o n ly  by 

a  r e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  m ost o f th e  u n i v e r s i t y  p r i v i l e g e s .  

C o n d i t io n s  were n o t  any  b e t t e r  a t  N evers and u l t im a te ly  

t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  th e r e  ended in  a  b lo o d y  r i o t  d u r in g  w hich th e  

c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  tow n, a n ta g o n iz e d  by th e  s c h o l a r s ,  e x p e l le d  

them  from  th e  town by f o r c e ,  p i t c h in g  th e  d o c to r s ' cathedrae



92I n t o  th e  r i v e r  so  t h a t  i t  would f l o a t  back  t o  O rleans*

I t  was a  v e ry  c o lo r f u l  in c id e n t  to  be su re *  The mob had

b e e n  made even  more f e r v e n t  by th e  p ro m ise  o f  f o r t y  days

in d u lg e n c e  i f  th e y  a c h ie v e d  th e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t ,  rem oval
93o f  th e  s c h o la r s  from  th e  town o f  N e v e rs . ^

Jo h n  X X II, a l s o  an  alum nus o f  O r le a n s , in te rv e n e d  in  

t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y ,  and a comprom ise was a r ra n g e d  in  1320 

w i th  P h i l i p  V. By th e  P o p e 's  m e d ia tio n  i t  was a rra n g e d  

t h a t  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  sh o u ld  n e v e r  i n t e r f e r e  a s  a  c o rp o r a t io n

i n  d i s p u te s  betw een a  p r iv a t e  c i t i z e n  an d  a n  in d iv id u a l
94s c h o l a r .  These te rm s-w ere  a c c e p te d  by th e  town and en ­

f o r c e d  by a  r o y a l  e d i c t  i n  1320  a f t e r  w hich th e  s c h o la r s  

r e tu r n e d  t o  O r le a n s . A f te r  t h i s  p e r io d  o f d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

some sem blance  o f  t r a n q u i l i t y  was m a in ta in e d .

T here  were t e n  n a t io n s  a t  O r le a n s « F ra n c e , Germany, 

L o r r a i n e ,  B urgundy, Champagne, P ic a r d y ,  Normandy, T o u ra in e , 

A q u i t a in e ,  and  S c o t la n d ,  and th e y  p la y e d  a  more im p o r ta n t

r o l e  th a n  t h e i r  p e e r s  a t  B o lo g n a , o r  M o n tp e l l i e r ,  f o r
95• s a m p le .  J The n a t io n s  a t  O rle a n s  were composed o f  

" s u p p o s i t i "  o r n o n -g ra d u a te  members o f th e  u n i v e r s i t y  who 

th ro u g h  t h e i r  p r o c to r s ,  who w ere a l s o  s t u d e n t s ,  a s s i s t e d  

i n  th e  e n a c t in g  o f s t a t u t e s  w ith  th e  r e c t o r  and  th e  d o c to r s  

The r e c t o r  was e le c te d  fo u r  t im e s  a y e a r .  The b a c h e lo r s  

i n  th e  n a t io n s  to o k  o a th s  o f  o b ed ien ce  t o  b o th  th e  p r o c to r  

o f  th e  n a t io n  and th e  r e c t o r  o f th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  The r e c t o r
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p r e s id e d  o v e r th e  c o n g re g a t io n s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  in  w hich 

were d is c u s s e d  and r e s o lv e d  su ch  q u e s t io n s  a s  th e  paym ents 

t o  be made f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  l e c t u r e s ,  th e  s u b je c t s  o f  exam ina­

t i o n s  f o r  th e  b a c c a la u r e a te ,  th e  c o u rs e s  to  be g iv e n  and 

th e  tim e s  f o r  v a c a t io n s ,  th e  le n g th  o f tim e f o r  s tu d y ,  and

th e  g e n e r a l  r e q u ire m e n ts  f o r  th e  d e g re e s .  D e c is io n s  were
97made by a  m a jo r i ty  v o te  o f  th o se  p r e s e n t . "  W ith th e

p a ssa g e  o f tim e  th e  s t a t u t e s  became more s p e c i f i c  r e g a r d in g

th e  s u b je c t s  t o  be t a u g h t .  The q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a  d e g re e

i n  law  s t i p u l a t e d  a  f i v e  y e a r  c o u rs e  o f s tu d y  in  th e  D ig e s t .

th e  I n s t i t u t e s . th r e e  books o f  th e  Code. and th e  book o f

A u th e n tic a  b e s id e s  c e r t a i n  p o r t io n s  o f canon law . The

minimum a t te n d a n c e  r e q u i r e d  was t h r e e  days w eekly  d u r in g
98e i g h t  m onths o f  each  y e a r .  As th e  f o u r te e n th  c e n tu ry  

p r o g r e s s e d ,  th e  te n  n a t io n s  a p p e a r  t o  have g a in e d  in  pow er. 

Among th e  m ost c h e r is h e d  o f  th e  r i g h t s  was t h a t  o f  b e a r in g  

arm s •

I n  th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  i n  1538 t o  be e x a c t ,  th e  t e n  

n a t io n s  o f  O rle a n s  w ere re d u c e d  to  f o u r .  T h is  was done by 

r o y a l  e d i c t ,  and  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  th e  n a t io n s  o f  A q u i ta in e ,  

T o u ra in e , and  Burgundy became p a r t  o f  th e  F ren ch  n a t io n .  

Champagne and  P ic a rd y  had a l r e a d y  been  jo ia e d  to g e th e r  a s  a  

s i n g l e  n a t io n  by a  d e c re e  o f  P a r le m e n t i n  1512 . The n a t io n  

o f  L o r ra in e  was u n i te d  w ith  th e  German n a t io n .  F i n a l l y  

th e  E n g l i s h ,  S c o tc h  and th e  s tu d e n ts  from  ? o r th e r n  E urope
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w ere jo in e d  w ith  th e  Norman n a tio n *  I n  name a t  l e a s t*  th e
99n a t io n s  came c lo s e  to  re s e m b lin g  th o s e  a t  P a r i s .

As a  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  law* O rlea n s  ran k ed  a s  an  e q u a l  o f  

i t s  I t a l i a n  c o u n te r p a r t ,  Bologna* The two u n i v e r s i t i e s  were 

o f  su c h  v a s t  im p o rtan ce  t h a t  i t  seem ed a  n a tu r a l  q u e s t io n  

t o  a s k  w hat c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  th e y  s h a re d  i n  common* what 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  them . One o f th e  s c h o la r s  

who a d d re s s e d  h im s e lf  to  t h i s  v e ry  q u e s t io n  was I«arcel 

F o u r n i e r .100 Among th e  d i f f e r e n t  te n d e n c ie s  t h a t  F o u rn ie r  

found  be tw een  them  was a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  a c t u a l  p u rp o se  

o r  aim  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  law . The B olognese s c h o o l  d e s i r e d  

t o  r e s t o r e  Roman law  to  a  p u re  fo rm . I t  was t h i s  pu rp o se  

t h a t  gave b i r t h  t o  a  t r u e  s c i e n t i f i c  c u r r e n t  i n  c r e a t i n g  

a n  i d e a l  ju r is p r u d e n c e .

On th e  o th e r  hand , O rle a n s  p e rp e tu a te d  th e  te n d e n c ie s  

o f  th e  p r e g l o s s a t o r s  by s e e k in g  to  am algam ate Roman law  

w ith  th e  a c t u a l  law  in  fo r c e  w i th o u t  lo s in g  s i g h t  o f th e  

p r a c t i c a l  n a tu r e  o f th e  s tu d y .  I t  aim ed to  c r e a t e  a  

c u r r e n t  o f  f u s io n  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n s *  cu sto m ary  

and  Roman. T h is  would have v e ry  im p o r ta n t  consequence  on 

th e  F re n c h  m onarchy whose k in g  c o n te m p o ra n eo u s ly  was becom­

in g  em pero r in  h i s  own r e a lm .101

T h is  f a c t  o b v io u s ly  r a i s e s  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n .  

Can i t  be s a id  t h a t  th e  law  s c h o o l  a t  O rlean s  d e v e lo p ed  in  

l i n e  w ith  th e  F re n c h  m onarchy? One c o u ld  f o r c e f u l l y  a rg u e
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that th e  law  s c h o o l a t  O rlea n s  a c h ie v e d  s p le n d id  h e ig h ts

while th e  F ren ch  m onarchy was a t  work t o  r e a l i z e  i t s  own

p o l i t i c a l  p lan*  S eco n d ly  i t  h a rd ly  seems a c c id e n ta l  t h a t

the c r e a t i v e  im p ac t o f th e  s c h o o l  s to p p e d  when th e  h ig h
102d e s ig n  o f  th e  F re n ch  m onarchy was abandoned .

The war o f  r a t i o n a l  law  a g a i n s t  i r r a t i o n a l  f e u d a l  

custom, w hich th e  C a p e tia n  law y ers  fo u g h t ,  was a  war o f 

new id e a s  a g a in s t  a n c ie n t  u sa g e . T h is  war re a c h e d  new 

heights i n  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  when th e  s tu d y  o f  Roman 

la w  was in tro d u c e d  to  F ra n ce  and  a n  e n t i r e l y  new c la s s  o f  

jurisconsults and p o l i t i c a l  men e n te r e d  th e  r o y a l  s e r v ic e  

s a d  began  t h i s  v e ry  b a t t l e .  D u rin g  th e  r e ig n  o f  P h i l i p  

the P a i r ,  th e  g ran d  program  o f r o l l i n g  back  f e u d a l  p r e -  

-‘tensions and s t r e n g th e n in g  r o y a l  pow er e n te re d  a  new p hase  

wherein l i c e n s e  r e p la c e d  r e s t r a i n t .  Once a g a in  we r e v e r t  

- to  the b a s ic  q u e s t io n  a sk ed  by C h a r le s  V ic tc r  l a n g l o i s  a t  

the b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  c e n tu r y .  Was th e  m onarch o r were h i s  

m inisters r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  p o l i c i e s  w hich made h i s  r e i g n  

the m ost u n u su a l and  p e rh a p s  th e  m ost v io le n t  o f  m ed iev a l 

Europe? 1 0 3

The developm en t and  r a p id  g row th  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  

O r le a n s  a l s o  had im p o r ta n t  c o n seq u en ces  u p tn  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  

o f  B ologna in  th e  se n se  t h a t  i t  was no lo n g e r  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  

F re n c h  s tu d e n ts  t o  t r a v e l  t o  I t a l y  f o r  l e g a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

T hey c o u ld  s t a y  in  F ra n ce  and r e c e iv e  e x c e l l e n t  l e g a l  t r a i n -
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in g  a t  O r le a n s . As a  r e s u l t ,  th e r e  was a  v e ry  d e c id e d  d ro p  

in  u ltra m o n ta n e  e n ro l lm e n t  a t  B o lo g n a . Not o n ly  d id  F re n c h  

s tu d e n ts  d is c o n t in u e  c r o s s in g  th e  A lps b u t  o th e r  E u ro p ean  

s t u d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  Germans and B ohem ians, s to p p e d  

a s  w e l l ,  and th e r e  were l a r g e  c o n c e n tr a t io n s  o f  th e s e  

g ro u p , a t  O r le a n s .10*

As law  became in c r e a s in g ly  p o p u la r  a s  a  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y ,  

c e r t a i n  changes in  f a c u l t y  and s tu d e n t  body a l s o  began  to  

be n o t i c e d . .  A much s h a r p e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  a ro s e  be tw een  

s tu d e n ts  and  te a c h e r s  o f  law  and s tu d e n ts  and te a c h e r s  o f 

o th e r  s t u d i e s .  The law  d o c to r  r o s e  to  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  m arked 

s u p e r i o r i t y  t o  t h a t  o f  a l l  o th e r  m a s te r s .  T here were 

ch an g es in  th e  s tu d e n t  body a s  w e l l .  T here  grew  up a  c l a s s  

o f  s tu d e n ts  who were o ld e r  and more in d e p e n d e n t th a n  th e  

s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  e a r l i e r  M iddle A ges. These ch an g es w ere 

n e c e s s i t a t e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  th e  whole C orpus I u r l s  was 

t o  be t a u g h t ,  i t  r e q u i r e d  th e  u n d iv id e d  a t t e n t i o n  o f  i t s  

s t u d e n t s .  Such a  v a s t  and  t e c h n ic a l  s u b je c t  c o u ld  n o t  be 

v e n tu re d  i n t o  u n t i l  th e  b a s i c s  o f  e d u c a t io n  had  a l r e a d y  

b een  m a s te r e d .1 0 ^ T h is  t r a n s i t i o n  i s  m ost p a r t i c u l a r l y  

e v id e n t  a t  O rle a n s  where th e  German s tu d e n ts  ab ounded . An 

o ld e r  g ro u p  o f  s c h o l a r s ,  th e y  w ere a l s o  v a s t l y  w e a l t h i e r ,  

s o  w e l l  o f f ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  many o f  them came t o  O rle a n s  w ith  

t h e i r  s e r v a n t s  and  d o m e s tic s .

T here a r e  c e r t a i n  l e g a l  works o r  c o m p o s itio n s  t h a t  a r e
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a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O r le a n s .  These in c lu d e  

th e  G lo ssa  A u r e l i a n e n s i s . Le L jv re  £e J u s t i c e  de P Ie £ ,

• w hich  su p p o se d ly  had a  p ro fo u n d  im p a c t upon th e  c o d i f i c a t i o n  

o f  F re n c h  law  in  th e  M iddle A ges, Les E ta b l is s e m e n ts  cjg.

S a i n t  L o u is , and th e  B ra c h v lo g u s . T hese w orks were a s s o c i ­

a te d  w ith  th e  p e r io d  o f  g row th  o f  th e  Law S ch o o l a t  O r le a n s , 

and  th e y  were a l l  w e ll  known b u t anonymous c o m p o s it io n s .

The f i r s t  o f th e  above named w o rk s , th e  G lo ssa  A u re l-  

i a n e n s i s , was n o t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p a r a tu s  o f  g lo s s e s  t h a t  

w ould have ta k e n  shape in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e  B o lognese 

a p p a r a tu s .  The f r e q u e n t ly  m en tioned  e x p r e s s io n  "Haec e s t  

g lo s s a  A u r e l i a n e n s i s ,  quae d e s t r u i t  tex tu m " r e f e r s  o n ly  to  

p a r t i c u l a r  o p in io n s  w hich were d e v e lo p e d  by  th e  O r le a n s ' 

p r o f e s s o r s  in  t h e i r  l e c t u r e s  and n o t  to  a  r e a l  a p p a r a tu s

o f  g l o s s e s .  The e x p re s s io n  f i r s t  a p p e a re d  i n  th e  work o f
107Ja c q u e s  de R e v ig n y . From th e  c o n te x t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t

th e  rem ark  was i r o n i c a l l y  in te n d e d *  i t  p ro b a b ly  was a

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  a  rem ark  made by a n  I t a l i a n  j u r i s t  a t  O rle a n s

who th e re b y  w anted to  d i s c a r d  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e

l o c a l  j u r i s t s .  The same e x p re s s io n  was t h e n  borrow ed from

de R ev igny  by l a t e r  a u th o r s  su ch  a s  P i e r r e  de  B e lle p e rc h e
1 08and  a n o th e r  Frenchm an, Jo h a n . F a b e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e

109I t a l i a n s  O in u s , 7 and C in u s . When some I t a l i a n s  l a t e r  c i t e d

th e  e x p re s s io n  to  show t h e i r  d i s d a in  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  o f

O r le a n s , t h i s  was e n t i r e l y  i n  l i n e  w ith  t h e i r  many o th e r
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a i m i l a r  rem a rk s  on th e  t h e o r i e s  o f  th e  u l t r a m o n t a n i . 11®

Both th e  P ta b l l s s Q m e n ts  de S a i n t  L o u is  and  l £  L iv re  sLs. 

J u s t i c e  e t  de P i e t  a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  t h e i r  c o m p o s i t io n  and a r e  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  m idd le  o f  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Both 

a l s o  c o n t a i n  th e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  t e x t s  o f  Roman law w ith  

s o u r c e s  o f  cu s to m ary  la w , which was so  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  

s c h o o l  o f  law a t  O r le a n s .  L i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  work was done 

on t h e s e  c o m p o s i t io n s » i n s t e a d  th e  c o m p i le r s  s im p ly  com­

b i n e d  p r e - e x i s t i n g  t e x t s  i n t o  a  w hole . The m in g l in g  o f  

t r e a t i s e s  i n  th e s e  works i s  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e .  N e i th e r  

o f  t h e s e  works r e p r e s e n t e d  c l a s s n o t e s  b u t  i n s t e a d  was a  

g ro u p  o f  l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  q u o t a t i o n s  from  th e  

D i g e s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l i t e r a l  co p y in g  o f  th e  cu s to m a ry  

law  t e x t s . 111 M e i je r s  h a s  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  b o th  works were 

p r o b a b ly  th e  p ro d u c t  o f  a  " c l e r i c u s  l e g i s "  who had co n nec -
J

t i o n s  w i th  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  b u t  who d id  n o t  a c t u a l l y  t e a c h

t h e r e .  E v id e n ce  o f  knowledge o f  th e  c o u r t  p ro c e d u re  o f

P a r le m e n t  was a p p a r e n t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  t e x t . x

The l a s t  work t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t n t  law s c h o o l  a t

O r le a n s  was th e  B ra c h y lo g u s , w h ich , a c c o rd in g  t o  F i t t i n g ,

was co m p le te d  a t  O rlea n s  a b o u t  th e  end o f  the e l e v e n t h
111o r  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y .  J C o n ra t  a t t r i b u t e d

114i t  t o  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y .  The v a lu e  o f  th e  work i s  

a t t e s t e d  by th e  tw e n ty - th r e e  e d i t i o n s  o f  i t  p u b l i s h e d  be­

tw e e n  15^8 and 1829. The B ra ch v lo g u s  was an  e le m e n ta ry
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tex tbo o lc  b a se d  on th e  sys tem  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  w hich i t  

was i n  p a r t  an  e x t r a c t .  The p red o m in an t t r a i t  o f  th e  work 

i s  i t s  s y s te m a t i c  c h a r a c t e r .  A cco rd in g  t o  K a n to ro w ic z ,  

t h e  B rach v lo g u s  and th e  E x c e o t io n e s . a n o th e r  work o f  th e  

F r e n c h  law  s c h o o l s ,  were u n th in k a b le  w i th o u t  th e  work o f  

I r n e r i u s  s i n c e  th e y  a r e  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  b a sed  on 

J u s t i n i a n ' s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  n o t  on th e  Lex Romana V is ig o th o ru m  

o f  5 0 6 .115

The above a r e  some o f  th e  works t h a t  have come t o  

t y p i f y  th e  manner o f  l e g a l  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  was p r e v a l e n t  a t  

O r l e a n s .  L e g a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a s  e x p re s s e d  i n  th e  w r i t i n g s  

t h a t  em anated  from O rleans  and  i n  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  

■ a s t e r s  t h e r e  was d i f f e r e n t  from  t h a t  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

B o lo g n a .  Y e t i t  was o f  a  k in d  and  s t a t u r e  t h a t  made 

O r le a n s  th e  fo re m o s t  l e g a l  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  F ra n ce  d u r in g  

"the M iddle Ages a s  w e l l  a s  a  m ost im p o r ta n t  c e n t e r  o f  

l e g a l  s t u d i e s  on th e  C o n t in e n t .
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FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER V

*At A n g e rs ,  A vignon, M o n tp e l l i e r  and P o i t i e r s ,  b o th  
l a w s ,  c i v i l  and c an o n , co u ld  be s t u d i e d .  John K i r k p a t r i c k ,  
"The S c o t t i s h  N a t io n  in  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r le a n s ,  1336- 
1 5 3 8 ,"  M isc e l la n y  o f  i h e  S c o t t i s h  H i s t o r y  S o c i e ty .  I I  
(1 9 0 4 ) ,  p .  53.

2H e in r i c h  D e n i f le  e t  E . C h a t e l a i n ( e d s ) , C h a r t u l a r -  
iutn U n i v e r s i t a t i s  P a r i s i e n s i s ( P a r i s  1 Henricum D i d i e r ,
1 8 8 9 ) ,  I ,  n o .  3 2 , p .  92. s e e  a l s o  S . K u t tn e r ,  " P a p s t  
H on oriu s  I I I  und das  S tudium  des  Z i v i l r e c h t s , "  F e s t s c h r i f t  
f u r  M art in  W o lf f , E . von Caemmerer, ed (T u b in g en , 1 9 5 2 ) .  p p . 
7 9 -101 . T h is  a r t i c l e  c o n ta in s  an  e x c e l l e n t  sum m ation and 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  on th e  c o n t r o v e r s y .

3J.W . B a ld w in , M a s te r s . P r in c e s  and M e rc h a n ts« The 
S o c i a l  Views o f  P e t e r _ t h e  C h a n te r  and H^s C i r c l e  ( P r in c e to n i -  
P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1970 ) ,  p .  8b . At th e  C o u n c ils  
o f  P a r i s  i n  1213 and o f  Kouen in  1214 , R ob ert  de Courson 
renewed th e  e a r l i e r  p r o h i b i t i o n s  d e c re e d  e a r l i e r  a t  th e  
C o u n c il  o f  Reims i n  1131 a g a i n s t  th e  r e g u l a r  c l e r g y  who l e f t  
t h e i r  c l o i s t e r s  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  s tu d y in g  o r  p r a c t i c i n g  
law  and m e d ic in e .  U nless  t h e s e  members o f  the r e g u l a r  c l e r g y  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  houses  w i t h in  two m onths , th e y  were t o  be 
excom m unicated and a v o id e d  by a l l ,  th e  p e rm is s io n  o f  t h e i r  
a b b o ts  n o t w i th s t a n d i n g .  A t th e  C o u n c il  o f  P a r i s ,  R o b e r t  de 
C ourson  ev en  e x te n d e d  th e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  the  p a r i s h  
c l e r g y ,  d e c l a r i n g  a l l  c l e r g y  h a v in g  p a r o c h i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i ­
t i e s  t o  be f o r b id d e n  t o  s e e k  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  the  " s e c u l a r  
s c i e n c e s , "  i . e .  m ed ic in e  and law , w hich were o f  no v a lu e  t o  
t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s *  s a l v a t i o n .  See J .D .  Marsi e t  a l ( e d s ) ,  
S acrorum  c o n c i l io r u m  nova e£ ap ip U ssjp fr  e q JP e g „ t io (P a r is  t 
1 9 0 1 ) ,  X X II, 831 . 84-5, 910.

**ft&8hdall. I ,  p .  1 3 5 .  n .  3 and  p .  322, n . 2 .

^ R ob ert  F a w t i e r ,  The C a n e t ia n  Kings o f  F r a n c e » 
Monarchy and N a t io n . 987 -132 8 (New i o r k i  S t  M a r t in s  P r e s s ,  
1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  8 0 .

^ W alte r  U llm ann, "H on oriu s  I I I  and th e  P r o h i b i t i o n  
o f  L e g a l  S t u d i e s , "  J u r i d i c a l  R eview . LX(19J(3), pp . 177 -1 86 .
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7C. B u la e u s ,  H l s t o r i a  U n i v e r s i t a t i s  P a r i s  l e n s I s  
( P a r i s ) ,  I I ,  p .  2 6 5 f f i  o r  i J e n i f l e  e t  C h a te ia in ,  Cha r i . t  I .  
no . 235 . D e n i f l e  doub ted  th e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h i s  b u l l  
which was c a l l e d  D o le n te s . M arcel F o u r n i e r ,  how ever, d i s ­
p e l l e d  t h e s e  d o u b ts  in  h i s  a r t i c l e  " L 'E g l i s e  e t  l e  d r o i t  
Romain au  X I I I  s i e c l e , "  Nouvelle. rev u e  h i s t o r i q u e  dii d r o i t  
f r a n c a  i s  e t  e t r a n g e r . X IV (l8 9 0 ) , p .  5 ° f f  I XV(1891)» p .  13^ 
f f .  <

® K irk p a t r ic k ,  p .  5^ .

9Ib M .

10B ald w in , p .  2^9 .

**B aldw in , p p . 2 ^ 9 -2 5 0 . These pages  p r e s e n t  some 
v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n e c d o te s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  r i v a l r y .  Among 
th e  m ost v o c i f e r o u s  o f  th e  c r i t i c s  were P e t e r  th e  C h a n te r ,  
J a c q u e s  de V i t r y ,  and among th e  h u m a n is t s ,  P e t e r  o f  B l o i s .

12B im bene t,  pp . 7 -8 .

* ^ R a s h d a l l ,  I ,  p .  100 .

p p .  101- 1 0 2 .

*^W ith th e  dismemberment o f  th e  w e s te rn  E m p ire ,  law  
s c h o o l s  a s  p u b l i c  endowments were no l o n g e r  m a in ta in e d .  We 
h e a r ,  how ever, o f  a  s c h o o l  a t  Toul a b o u t  the  mid e l e v e n th  
c e n t u r y ,  and  one a t  Ravenna which su p p o sed ly  was th e  s c h o o l  
which had f o r m e r ly  e x i s t e d  a t  Rome. F o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
a c t u a l  l e g a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  th e  Roman E m p ire ,  see  H . I .  M arrou,
L  H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t io n  i n  A n t i o u i t v (New Yori* New Am erican 
L i b r a r y ,  1 9 3 4 ) ,  p p .  38 7 -390 .

* ^ T a y lo r ,  p .  279.

17Among th e  s o u r c e s  p o in te d  t o  by th e s e  s c h o l a r s  who 
m a in ta in e d  t h a t  l e g a l  s t u d i e s  had lo n g  e x i s l e d  a t  O rlean s  
was a  p a s sa g e  i n  th e  c h r o n i c l e  o f  A d re v a ld ,  a  monk o f  F l e u r y ,  
who r e c o u n te d  an  i n c i d e n t  o f  how a  d e b a te  took  p la c e  be tw een
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th e  c l e r i c s  o f F l e u r y  and th o s e  o f  S t ,  D en is  on th e  s u b j e c t
o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s e r f s .  Judges  were u n a b le  t o  p a s s  a  
v e r d i c t  on th e  v a r io u s  a rg um en ts  p o s t u l a t e d ,  a n d ,  a s  a  
r e s u l t ,  th e  c ase  and judgem ent had t o  be d e f e r r e d  t o  

.O r l e a n s .  M a i t re ,  p .  6 2 .

*®F.C. S a v ig n y ,  G e sc h ic h te  des  Rom ischen R ech ts  
( H e id e lb e r g i  J .C .B .  Mohr, 1 8 5 0 ) ,  I I ,  p .  2 86 .

*^M arcel F o u r n i e r ,  "La n a t i o n  a l le m a n d e  a  l ' u n i v e r -  
s i t e  d 'O r l e a n s  au  XIV s i e c l e , "  N o u v e lle  re v u e  h i s t o r i a u e  du 
d r o i t  f r a n c a i s  e t  e t r a n g e r . X I I ( 1 8 8 8 ) ,  p .  388 .

20H. F i t t i n g ,  Die Anfange d c r  ReglrtsSS*ml? 2U.
B o log na( B e r l i n  1 1 8 8 8 ) ,  p .  4 5 .

21 B im benet, p .  313* "D epuis  l e  V s i e c l e  j u s q u 'a u  
X I I ,  i l  ne se  m a n ife s to  aucune t r a c e  de l 'e n s e i g n e m e n t  du 
d r o i t  dans c e t t e  v i l l e . "

^% .M . M e i je r s ,  "De U n i v e r s i t e i t  v a n  O r le a n s  i n  de 
X H Ie  Eeuw," T iR (1 9 1 9 ) .  p .  44 5 .

^ M a r c e l  F o u r n i e r ,  Les S t a t u t s  e t  P r i v i l e g e s  des 
U n i v e r s i t e s  F ra n c a i s e s  De-puis L eur Fondatio:- <. usau' en 1789 
( P a r i s « Larose e t  F o r c e l ,  1 8 9 0 ) ,  I , p. 2 t i r e g o r i u s  
e p i s c o p u s . . .A u r e l i a n e n s i  e p i s c o p o . . .A  n o b is  tu a  f r a t e m i t a s  
p o s t u l a v i t ,  u t  cum p ro h ib i tu m  s i t ,  ne l e g e s  - a g a n t u r  P a r i s -  
i u s ,  e t  i n  A u r e l i a n e n s i  c i v i t a t e  p l u r e s  leg u n  d o c to r e s  e t  
s c o l a r e s  e t ia m  com m orentur, u trum  id  t o l e r a r a  v a l e a s  p e r  
n o s t r a s  t e  l i t t e r a s  e d o ce re  b e n ig n iu s  d ig n a re m u r .  Nos 
i g i t u r  tuam s u p e r  hoc p ru d e n t ia m  commendante-s mandamus, 
q u a t i n u s  s c o l a r e s  p r e f a t o s ,  a r c h i d i a c o n i s ,  i s c a n i s ,  a r c h i -  
p r e s b y t e r i s  e t  a l i i s  p e r s o n i s  e c c l e s i a s t i c i s  curam  animarum 
h a b e n t ib u s  dum taxa t e x c e p t i s ,  l i b e r e  l e g e s  ib id e m  a u d i r e  ac  
d o c e re  p e r m i t t a s .  D a t .  P e r u s i i  x v j  K a l .  F e b r u a r i i ,  anno 
o c t a v o . "

24 M e i je r s ,  p .  4 4 5 1 " E t  p e r  ad v en a s  e t  p e r i g r i n o s  
f u i t  fundatum  primum s tu d iu m  A u r e l i a n e n s e , : ; i c u t  p e r  dominura 
Guidonem de G u in is  Lombardum, p e r  dominum P e t r u s  de Ausona 
Burgundum, d o c to ra tu m  B on on iae , p e r  dominum Symonem P a r i s -  
ien sem , d o c to ra tu m  Bononiae e t  p l u r e s  a l i o s . "
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2 3 M e i je r s ,  p .  458 . 

26I b i d . .  p p .  4 5 9 -4 6 0 .

27I b i d . . p .  460.

28I b i d . . p p .  4 6 0 -4 6 1 . Among th e  e v id en ce  p o in te d  
t o  by M e i je r s  t o  p rove  t h a t  P e r e g r o s s i  was i n  f a c t  th e  
a u th o r  o f  t h i s  work a r e  th e  fo l lo w in g *  th e  work was 
w r i t t e n  by a  p u p i l  o f  Odofredus* i t  was found i n  th e  m idd le  
o f  o t h e r  works em an a tin g  from  th e  s c h o o l  o f O r le a n s ;  i t  
c o n ta in s  s e v e r a l  o p i n i o n s  w h ich  were r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P e t e r  
P e r e g r o s s i * s  by P i e r r e  de B e l le p e r c h e  who was a l s o  a  
p r o f e s s o r  a t  O r le a n s .

29I f i i d .

3 ® Savigny, V, p .  3 6 8 . 

31M e i j e r s ,  pp . 4 6 2 -4 6 3 .

32I b i d . .  p .  463 and  p .  4 6 4 ,  n . l .

33 I b i d . .  p .  447 and  n . l *  " D o c to re s  sem el j u r a v -  
e r u n t  quod non l e g e r e n t  p l u s  n i s i  h a b e r e n t  taxac ionem  
domarum. Rex s c i e n s  hoc c o n c e s s i t  e i s  tax a c io n em . D einde 
l e g e r u n t .  E la p s o  modico tem pore  r e x  a b s t u l i t  e i s  t a x a c i o n ­
em s u i s  co n cessam . Modo q u e r i t u r  numquid i - I i  q u i  p e r -  
a e v e r a v e r u n t  i n  l e c t u r a  p o s t  a l t e r a c i o n e m  s u n t  p e r j u r i ?  
V id e tu r  quod s i c .  P e t r u s  en  C inus  t . a . p .  noemen d o c to r e s  
A u r e l i a n e n s e s .

3ZfI b i d . .  p p .  4 4 6 -4 5 1 .

3^I b i d . . p p . 450-451 and  n .2  in  which M e i je r s  i s  
c i t i n g  l e s  P e g i s t r e s  C am eral d 'U r b a in  IV , n .  264 , 362 , 36 4 , 
3 6 6 , 3 6 7 ,  and  913.

3^ M e i j e r s ,  p .  45 1 .



- 1 7 0 -

3 ® M eijers, p . 4 5 1 .

39I b i d . .  p .  452 .

4 ° I b i d . . p p . 4 5 3 -4 5 4 .

^ O t h e r  th an  t h e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  De R e v ig n y 's  work# 
t h e r e  a r e  no o t h e r  b i o g r a p h i c a l  f a c t s  on J e a n  de Monchy's 
l i f e  a t  a l l .

^ 2M e i je r s ,  p .  454 .

43I b i d . .  p .  455 -45 6 .

44 vI b i d . . p .  457 and n .  2 c i t i n g  L a n g l o i s ,  Lg. reg ne
de P h i l i o p e  I I I  l e  h a r d i . p .  172 .

^ M e i j e r s ,  p p .  4 5 6 -4 5 7 .

^ I b i d . .  p .  457# a l s o  c i t i n g  L a n g l o i s ,  Lg. r^ g n e  
de P h i l i p p e  I I I  l e  h a r d i . p .  3 2 0 , n .  4 .

^ I b i d . .  p .  45 8 .

^ I b i d . .  pp . 4 6 4 -4 6 5 .

^ % .M . M e i je r s ,  "Un C e n te n a i r e  O u b l i e , "  T jR . XIV 
(1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  258 . See a l s o  B. H a u re a u ,  HL, X X V II(1877), p .  
42 3 .

3®Cinus was an  I t a l i a n  j u r i s t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  f o u r ­
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

^ M e i j e r s ,  "Un C e n te n a i r e  O u b l i / , "  p .  2 6 l .

- ^ F r a n k l i n  P e g u e s ,  The Lawyers o f  t h e  Lasft C a p e t-  
i a n s ( P r in c e to n  1 P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  pp . 
1 9 7 -1 9 9 .

33F o u r n i e r ,  Les S t a t u t s . I ,  p .  1 1 .
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^ P e g u e s ,  p . 1 0 8 .

55I b i d . .  p .  199.

^ J .  C a lm et,  B i b l . L o r r a l n e (1 7 5 1 ) .  p p .  855-857*
U. C h e v a l i e r ,  R e p e r to i r e  d e s  s o u r c e s  h i s t o r i q u e s  t b i o -  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e . I I ( P a r i s » 1877)# p .  2 3 2 6 * J .  F a b r i c i u s ,  
B i b l i o t h e c a  l a t i n a  mediae e t  in f im a e  a e t a t i s . I l l(H am b urg*  
1738)#  pp . 42-43* P .B . Gams, S e r i e s  Sp iscoporum  S c c l e s i a e  
C a t h o l i c a e (G ra2 * Akademische D ruck II. V e r l a g s a n s t a l t ,  
l S 7 3 ) .  P . 653* V. L e C le rc ,  HL, X X (l842), p p . 504-510 .

^ F o u r n i e r ,  I ,  p .  7* "Lex i o t a  a l l e g a t u r  c o t i d i e  
a d  h o c ,  quod u n i v e r s i t a s  p o t e s t  f a c e r e  e t  e l i g e r e  iu d ic e m , 
l i c e t  e l e c t u s  a l i a s  n u l la m  h a b e a t  i u r i s d i c t i o n e m ,  unde 
p r i v a t u s  co n sen su s  non f a c i t  iu d ic em  eum, q u i  non e s t  
a l i a s  iu d e x .  Hoc e s t  verum , n i s i  s i n t  p r i v i l e g i a t i  c o l -  
l e g i a t i .  Unde s c o l a r e s  P a r i s i e n s e s ,  q u i  h a b e n t  U n i v e r s i t a t -  
em, p o s s u n t  s i b i  e l i g e r e  r e c to r e m .  Sed n o s ,  q u i  sumus h ie  
A u r e l i a n i s ,  s i n g u l i  u t  s i n g u l i  non possumus hoc f a c e r e .  
I t a q u e  bonum e s s e t  a d i r e ,  u t  i m p e t r a r e t u r , nam c o l le g iu m  
i l l i c i t u m  e s t ,  s i  non f u e r i t  a  s u p e r i o r e  approba tum  u t  f f .  
Quod c u j u s c .  u n i v . ,  1 . 1 .  D ico  c o l l i g u n t  h i e ,  quod q u i  
h a b e t  curara c o l l e g i i  v e l  r e c t o r i a m ,  e s t  ju d ex  s in g u lo ru m  de 
c o l l e g i o  s e u  de u n i v e r s i t a t e  e t  l e x  i s t a  hoc d i c i t .  Sed 
quod u n i v e r s i t a s  e l i g a t  eum, c e r t e  l e x  i s t a  hoc non d i c i t  
nec  l e x  a l i a ,  e t c . "

5 ® F ou rn ie r ,  I ,  p .  2 0 -2 1 .

^ I b i d . . I ,  p p . 453-454* 1 2 7 4 - D is p u ta t io n  s o l e n n -  
e l le  e n t r e  F r a n c o i s  A ccu rse  e t  J a c q u e s  de Revigny*
G lo s s a  p e r  p re d ic ta m  r a t io n e m  non p o t e s t  s u s t i n e r i ,  nec 
p o t u i t  earn d e fe n d e re  F r a n c i s c u s  A c c u r s i i ,  cum l e g e r e t  hanc 
legem u l t r a  m o n te s ,  dura f u i t  cum r e g i  A n g l i e . . . e t  Ja c o b u s  
p r e d i c t u s  i n  form a d i s c i p u l i  p o n e r i t ( O p p o n e r i t )  s i b i ,  
n im irum  non e r a t  i n  mundo a d v e r s a r i u s  d u r i c r  nec  s u b t i l i o r . "  
A l th o u g h  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was t a k e n  a s  f a c t  by S a v ig n y ,  V, 
p .  311 and by H. D e n i f l e ,  Die Entstw hur.g  d<»r U n i v e r s i t a t e n  
d e s  Mi t t e  l a  I t e r s  b i s  lj£00 ( B e r l in *  Weidmann, 1853) ,  p . 335# 
F o u r n i e r  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t  t o  be f a c t u a l ,  how ever, s i n c e  
th e  s t o r y  a p p e a r s  i n  no o th e r  docum ent.

6° L e C le rc ,  HL, XX(1842), p .  507
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^ L e C l e r c ,  HL, X X (1842), p .  507 q u o t in g  th e  f i g u r e s
o f  T r i th e m iu s .

^ C a l m e t ,  857* L e C le rc ,  508* T o u r to u lo n ,  8 .  

^ I n  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  young p r o f e s s o r
s t a r t e d  w i th  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  im p o r ta n t  law s by way o f  
r e o e t i t i o  and th e  g i v in g  o f  l e c t u r e s ,  b o th  p ro b a b ly  in  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i th  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  a  s e n i o r  u n i v e r s i t y  
p r o f e s s o r .  One became p r o f e s s o r  o r d in a r y  o n ly  l a t e r .  I n  
i t s  heyday O r le a n s  had a b o u t  9 o r  10 su ch  p r o f e s s o r s  in  
c i v i l  law . The p r o f e s s o r  l e c t u r e d  o r d i n a r i l y  a l t e r n a t i n g  
be tw een  th e  Z Iges tum  Ve t u s  one y e a r  and  th e  Crdex  th e  o th e r  
and  e x t r a o r a i n a r x i y  one y e a r  on th e  D ig e s tu m  ana  th e
n e x t  y e a r  on th e  I n f o r t i a t u n . The D igestum  Vetus. and Codex 
were a lw ay s  com ple ted  in  one y e a r ,  even  tnougn  n o t  a l l  p a r t s  
were t r e a t e d  w i th  e q u a l  e l a b o r a t i o n .  Only a  few books o f  
th e  D igestum  Novum and th e  I n f o r t i a t u m  were d e a l t  w i th  i n  
one y e a r ,  F u r tn e rm o re ,  th e  p r o f e s s o r  o r d in a r y  a l s o  h e ld  
r e p e t i t i o n e s  a t  th e  end o f  a  s e m e s te r .  He th e n  s e l e c t e d  
s a n e  law s which he had sk ip p e d  i n  h i s  c o u rs e  l e c t u r e s ,  and  
t h e s e  were g e n e r a l l y  th e  laws w hich  by t h e i r  c o n t e n t  o r  by 
t r a d i t i o n  l e n t  th e m se lv e s  t o  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a  more g e n e r a l  
t o p i c ,

t h e  a u t h o r  o f  Coutumes de B eauv a is  i s . F o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
h i s  l i f e ,  w ork, and tn o u g h t ,  see  F . V in o g r a d o f f , Roman Law 
i n  M edieva l E u ro p e . 3 rd  e d .(O x fo rd *  1 9 b l ) ,  p p .  8 0 f f .

^ M e i j e r s ,  "De U n i v e r s i t e i t . . . p p . 4 8 0 -4 8 1 .  

65w & . .  p p . 483 -4 8 4 .

• • • I

( P a r i s *  C h e v a l ie r  M arescq , 1 8 9 9 ) ,  p .  4 5 . Feaum anoir was
P .  T o u r to u lo n .  Les O euvres de -Jacoues de R ev igny
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7 B ra e to n  was an  E n g l i s h  j u r i s t  b o m  c a .  1210, 
famous f o r  h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  o rg a n iz e  and  r a t i o n a l i z e  E n g l i s h  
m e d iev a l  common law .

7^A m a n u s c r ip t  o f  T o u rs ,  c e r t a i n  p a s sa g e s  o f  which 
were p u b l i s h e d ,  t e l l s  us t n a t  B e r t r a n d  C h a b ro l ,  who u l t i m a t e ­
l y  became a  m a s te r  a t  O r le a n s ,  gave a  c o u rse  i n  f e u d a l  law 
when he was s t i l l  a  b a c h e lo r  t h e r e .  R. F e e n s t r a ,  "L*Organ­
i s a t i o n  de l 'e n s e ig n e m e n t  du d r o i t  c i v i l  a  O r lea n s  au  
Moyen A ge ,"  B3AK0, new s e r i e s ,  2 (1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  218 . P i e r r e  de 
B e l l e p e r c h e ,  a l s o  a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  O r le a n s ,  was th e  a u th o r  
o f  a  work on f e u d a l i s m ,  th e  T r a c t a t u s  de F e u d i s . w hich  was 
p u b l i s h e d  a t  P a r i s  in  1 584.

^ M e i j e r s ,  "De U n i v e r s i t e i t . . . p .  4-88. 

p p . 4 8 5 -4 8 6 .

^ D o m en ico  M a f fe i ,  " I I  G iu d ice  T estim one e Una 
* Q u a e s t io '  de Ja cq u e s  de R e v ig n y ,"  T iR . 3 5 (1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  55.

76Iii4 .

77S a v ig n y ,  I I ,  p .  608.

7® M eije rs ,  "De U n i v e r s i t e i t . . . , "  p .  47 2 . The 
D om inicans were among th e  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s  a t  O r le a n s .  They 
r e s i d e d  i n  th e  n o r th e r n  p a r t  o f  th e  town in  a  c h a p e l  c a l l e d  
S a i n t  Germain des F o s s e s .  T h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n  became such  
' t h a t  th e y  d e v e lo p e d  i n  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e  a  s c h o o l  o f  th e o lo g y  
an d  a  s c h o o l  o f  law . L a t t i n ,  R ech e rcn es  h i s t o r i o u e s (1 8 3 6 ) .  
p .  112 c i t i n g  L e m a i r e ( l6 4 5 ) .

79M a f fe i ,  p p . 5 4 -55 .

80P e g u e s ,  p .  108 . See a l s o  E . C a i l l e m a r ,  "Les 
d i s p u t a t i o n e s  dans l e s  £ c o le s  de d r o i t  aux X l l l e  e t  XlVe 
s i f e c l e s , "  ^em pires  de 1 'a ca d em ie  n a t i o ^ a l e  des s c l e n c e s . a r t r  

B e l le 3  L e t tree. d° Caen, 1879 . pp . 4 2 1 -4 4 2 . L eopold  
D e l i s l e ,  " L e t t r e  r e l a t i v e  au  j u r i s c o n s u l t e  o r l l a n a i s  P i e r r e  
de B e l l e p e r c h e , "  BSAHO. V I(1 8 7 b ) ,  p p . 3 6 2 -3 ^ 3 t F .  P e r o t ,  
" E s a u i s s e  b io ^ ra o h iq u e  s u r  P i e r r e  de B e l l e p e r c h e , "  BSAHO. 
V I I (1 8 7 8 -1 8 8 2 ) . pp . 510-514 .
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81HL, XXV, p .  362.

82P e g u e s ,  p p . 108 -109 .

8^ M e i j e r s ,  "Un C e n te n a i r e  O u b l ie ,"  p p . 25 8 -259 .

XXV, p .  3 6 7 .

8^ B a r to lu s  was an  I t a l i a n  j u r i s t  b .  S a s s o f e r r a t o  
1313 . He was p r o f e s s o r  o f  law a t  P i s a  and P e ru g ia  and  was 
famous f o r  d e v e lo p in g  a method o f  a p p ly in g  Roman law t o  
co n te m p o ra ry  problems by use o f  th e  s c h o l a s t i c  m ethod.

86e .  C a i l l e m a r ,  " L 'e n s e ig n e m e n t  du d r o i t  c i v i l  
en  F ra n c e  a u  X I l i e  s i e c l e , "  N o u v e lle  rev u e  h i s t o r i o u e  
d r o i t  f r a n c a i s  e t  e t r a n g e r . 1 1 1 (1 8 7 9 ) .  p .  610* " n o ta  quod 
dominus B a r to l u s  f u r a t u s  f u i t  P e t r o . "

89F o u r n i e r ,  Les S t a t u t s . I ,  pp . 1 1 -1 3 ,  J a n .  27# 1306
n o .  1 9 .

88I b l d . . I ,  p p .  1 4 -1 5 ,  J a n .  2 7 . 1306 , n o .  2 1 -2 2 .

89I b i d . .  I ,  p p .  3 5 -4 0 ,  J u l y ,  1312 and D ec. 2 1 ,  1312 ,
n o .  3 6 -4 0 .

9° I b i d . .  p .  4 1 ,  A p r i l  1 1 ,  1312 , n o .  4 1 .

91I b l d . .  p .  4 3 ,  May 2 7 ,  1 3 1 6 , n o .  4 7 .

92I fc i£ « .  P« ^ 5 ,  March 1 8 ,  1319 , n o .  53.

9^ D o ro th y  Mackay Quynn, " M ig ra t io n  o f  th e  M edieval 
C a r t u l a r i e s  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r le a n s ,"  Humanisme e t  
R e n a i s s a n c e . 7 ( 1 9 4 0 ) ,  p . 102.

5 5 .
^ F o u r n i e r ,  Les S t a t u t s . p .  4 6 ,  Nov. 1 5 ,  1319 , no.



- 1 7 5 -

9^B im benet, p .  9 .  See a l s o  P e a r l  K ib re ,  The N a t io n s
i n  th e  M ediaeval l in iv e rs  i t i e ' j (Cambridge . Mat M ediaeval 
Academy of A m erica , 19^8;»  PP* 132-145 f o r  an  e x c e l l e n t  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  n a t i o n s  a t  O r le a n s  and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .

96I b i d . .  p .  132 .

9^ F o u r n i e r ,  Les S t a t u t s . p p . 8 1 -8 2 ,  March 1 8 ,  1332 ,
n o .  91.

9® K ir k p a t r ic k ,  p .  51.

99B irabene t,  p p .  3 2 f f i  K ib r e ,  p .  147.

*®®Marcel F o u r n i e r .  "La N a t io n  a l l e a a n d e  a  l * u n i v e r -  
s i t e  d ’ O rle 'ans au  XIVe s i e c l e , "  N ouv e lle  revue  h i s t o r i a n s  
du d r o i t  f r a n c a  i s  e t  s t r a n g e r . ,  1 2 1 1 3 8 8 ) ,  pp. 38 6 -432 .

*01G a in e s  P o s t ,  S t u d i e s  j j i  M edieva l L ega l Thought 
(P r in c e to n *  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1964) i s  one work 
t h a t  d i s c u s s e s  t h i s  t r e n d  i n  l e g a l  t h o u g h t .

102M a f f e i ,  p p . 7 1 -7 3 .

10^ P e g u e s ,  p p .  1 -3 4 .

F o u r n i e r .  "La n a t i o n  a l l e m a n d e ,"  p .  3 92 . 

105R a s h d a l l .  I ,  p .  1 34 .

*®^Bimbenet, p .  85 .

* ® ^ M e ije rs ,  "De U n i v e r s i t e i t . . . , "  p .  468 and n .  2 t  
De R evigny  or). I n s t . 1 . 1 . 1 1 S i c  i n t e l l i g a s  quod g l o s a  d i c i t .  
A l i a s  s i  s i r p l i e i t e r  i n t e l l i g e r i s  quod i l i a  membra de 
d i f f i n i t i o n e  t o l l e r e n t u r  nec p o n e n tu r  ex p a r t e  s u b i e c t i ,  hoc 
e s s e t  g l o s a  A u r e l i a n e n s i s  que tex turn  d e s t r u i t  q u i a  i n  t e x t u  
p o n u n tu r  i s t a  v e rb a  ' c o n s t a n s  e t  p e r p e t u a .* ’*

108J o h a n .  F a b e r  was a  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  F re n c h  
j u r i s t .  He t a u g h t  law  a t  M o n t p e l l i e r .  S a v ig n y ,  IV , p .  209 .
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^Dinus was an  I t a l i a n  j u r i s t  o f  th e  p o s t g l o s s a t o r  
p e r io d  bo rn  n e a r  F lo re n c e  in  1253* He was e s p e c i a l l y  n o ted  
f o r  h i s  in f lu e n c e  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  th e  r u l e s  o f  law . J .M , 
Buckley* New C a th o l i c  F n c v c lo o e d ia . IV , p .  8?1«

* * ° M e i je r s ,  "De U n i v e r s i t e i t . . . , "  p .  ^68 .

U 1 I b i d . .  p .  J*69.

U 2 I b i d . .  p p . 4 6 9 -^ 7 1 .

^ ^ F i t t i n g ,  pp . *<7-67.

C o n ra t(C o h n ) , G e s c h ic h te  d e r  Q u e l le n  und 
L i t e r a t u r  des  rom isch en  R e ch ts  im f rU h e re n  M i t t e l a l t e g  
(L e ip z ig *  1 8 9 1 ) ,  I ,  p .  551.

K a n to ro w ic z ,  S tu d ie s  i n  th e  G l o s s a t o r s  th e  
Rowan Law(P a r m s ta d t i  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  112 .



CHAPTER VI 

EVIDENCE OF OTHER SUBJECTS 

STUDIED AT ORLEANS

No s tu d y  on th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Europe i n  th e  Middle 

Ages would be com ple te  w i th o u t  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  

o t h e r  h ig h e r  f a c u l t i e s ,  m ed ic in e  and  th e o lo g y ,  th e  c o r n e r ­

s t o n e s  o f  many u n i v e r s i t i e s  a t  t h i s  tim e  i n  E u ro p e .  There  

has  n o t  been  v e ry  much r e s e a r c h  co n d u c ted  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  th e  

s t u d y  o f  m ed ic in e  a t  O r le a n s .  One o f  th e  few s c h o l a r s  t o  

t r e a t  th e  s u b j e c t  was C h a r le s  C u i s s a r d ,  a  member o f  th e  

S o c i e t e  a r c h e o lo g iq u e  e t  h i s t o r i q u e  de l * O r l e a n a i s  and  

one o f  th e  m ost p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r s  on m ed iev a l  O r lea n s  and 

i t s  u n i v e r s i t y .  C u is s a r d  found  some e v id e n c e  o f  th e  s tu d y  

o f  m ed ic in e  b u t  t h i s  to o k  p la c e  a t  t h e  m o n as te ry  o f  F l e u r y  

a t  a  tim e b e fo re  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  was a c t u a l l y  c r e a t e d .*  

I n c lu d e d  among th e  m a n u s c r ip ts  t h a t  C u is s a rd  u t i l i z e d  i n  

h i s  s tu d y  was one c o n ta in i n g  an  a p p en d ix  c o n s i s t i n g  i n  p a r t  

o f  a  l i s t  o f  th e  p a r t s  o f  th e  body w r i t t e n  i n  G reek and 

L a t i n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  m a n u s c r ip t  w hich  in c lu d e d  a  m e d ic a l
2g l o s s a r y  w hich was a l s o  w r i t t e n  in  b o th  G reek  and L a t i n .

W hether th e s e  s t u d i e s  c o n t in u e d  i n t o  th e  l a t e r  m ed iev a l
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p e r i o d  o r  were c a r r i e d  o ve r t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  a  moot 

q u e s t i o n .  There i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a ssa g e  i n  a  s e c o n d a ry  

. work which s t a t e s  t h a t  P h i l i p  IV a c c o rd e d  the  same r i g h t s  

t o  th e  s c h o o l  o f  m ed ic in e  a s  th o s e  he c o n fe r r e d  upon th e  

u n i v e r s i t y  o f  law.*^ No o th e r  s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  I  have 

e n c o u n te r e d ,  how ever, make any  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s t u d i e s  i n  

m e d ic in e .

By th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  how ever, t h i s  had a p p a r e n t l y  

c h an g e d . C harp ignon  found  a  m andate o f  th e  p r o v o s t  o f  

O r le a n s  d a te d  15^8 which exem pted  th o s e  who were a f f i l i a t e d  

w i th  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  from  v a r i o u s  c h a rg e s  and t a x e s .  Those 

t o  whom th e s e  exem ptions  were t o  a p p ly  were th e  d o c to r s  o f
If

law  and  o f  m ed ic ine  and  th e  g ram m arians .

I n  r e g a r d  t o  th e o lo g y ,  t h e r e  i s  once a g a in  c o n fu s io n  

r e g a r d i n g  i t s  p la c e  a t  O r le a n s .  There a r e  many r e f e r e n c e s  

t o  i t s  s tu d y  a t  O r le a n s ,  th e  e a r l i e s t  o f  which was pub­

l i s h e d  by F o u r n i e r  i n  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s t a t u t e s .  I n  12*1-7, 

J o h n ,  th e  a b b o t  o f  S a i n t  B e n o i t  s u r  L o i r e ,  d e c id e d  t h a t  

h e n c e f o r t h  he would se n d  t e n  b r o t h e r s  r e s i d i n g  a t  th e  

p r i o r y  o f  S t  G e rv a is  t o  s t u d y  th e o lo g y  a t  O r le a n s .  The 

b e s t  s t u d e n t s  among them would s u b s e q u e n t ly  be s e n t  to  

P a r i s  t o  advance  i n  t h e i r  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s . ^  Somewhat 

l a t e r  a  s t u d e n t  w ro te  from O r le a n s  t h a t  he had become 

famous i n  d i a l e c t i c  and w anted t o  s tu d y  th e o lo g y  i f  o n ly
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h i s  f a t h e r  would send  him enough money t o  buy a  B i b l e . ^

The f a t h e r  w ro te  back  p r a i s i n g  h i s  s o n ' s  a m b i t io n  b u t  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  th e  expense  

o f  a t h e o l o g i c a l  c o u r s e .  He a d v is e d  h i s  so n  to  t u r n  t o  

some more l u c r a t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n .

I t  sh o u ld  a l s o  be n o te d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  one 

h i s t o r i a n *  Jo h n  K i r k p a t r i c k ,  who was o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  

t h e r e  were two d i s t i n c t  f a c u l t i e s  a t  O r le a n s ,  t h a t  o f  

c l a s s i c s  and th e o lo g y  com bined, and  t h a t  o f  law , c i v i l  and  

c a n o n .^  U n f o r tu n a te ly  K i r k p a t r i c k  s im p ly  s t a t e s  t h i s  i n ­

a c c u ra c y  i n  p a s s in g  and g iv e s  no  r e a s o n s  w h a tso e v e r  f o r  

making su ch  a  s t a t e m e n t .  I n  my own i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I  have 

come upon th e  names o f  s e v e r a l  c l e r i c s  who were s a i d  t o  

have s t u d i e d  th e o lo g y  a t  O r lea n s  o r  t o  have t a u g h t  i t  

t h e r e .  F o r  exam ple , Hugh A i c e l i n  i s  s a i d  t o  have b e en  a
p

p r o f e s s o r  o f  th e o lo g y  a t  P a r i s  and  a t  O r l e a n s .  Hugh a c ­

q u i r e d  a  b r i l l i a n t  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  t h e o l o g i a n ,  r o s e  i n  

t h e  c h u rc h  h i e r a r c h y  and u l t i m a t e l y  became a  c a r d i n a l .  He 

was th e  a u th o r  o f  a  l a r g e  number o f  w orks , i n  p a r t i c u l a r

g l o s s e s  and com m entaries  on th e  B ib le  and a  l a r g e  c o l l e c -
o

t i o n  o f  se rm o ns .

A n o th e r  co n tem p o ra ry  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  s tu d y  o f  

t h e o lo g y  a t  O rlean s  i s  R ic h a rd  Of C h i c h e s t e r ,  who d i e d  a t  

Dover i n  1253 and was c a n o n ise d  i n  1 2 6 2 .10 R ic h a rd  Wych



- 1 8 0 -

a s  he was known, i s  s a i d  t o  have s t u d i e d  a t  O xford , p e rh a p s

a t  P a r i s  and  Bologna and a f t e r  1229 a t  O rlean s  where he
11

w ent t o  p e r f e c t  h im s e l f  i n  p r a c t i c a l  e lo q u e n c e .  R ic h a rd

i s  a l s o  s a i d  t o  have s t u d i e d  th e o lo g y  and t o  have been
12o rd a in e d  a  p r i e s t  a t  O r le a n s .

D e s p i t e  th e s e  numerous a l l u s i o n s  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f

t h e o lo g y  a t  O r le a n s ,  more i n  d e p th  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l s

t h a t  th e s e  s t u d i e s  n e s t  p ro b a b ly  to o k  p la c e  n o t  a t  th e

u n i v e r s i t y  b u t  a t  th e  D om inican  c o n v e n t  i n  O r le a n s .  The
13D om inicans s e t  up r e s i d e n c e  a t  O r le a n s  i n  1219 . J S e v e r a l  

y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c h a i r  o f  th e o lo g y  and  a  c h a i r  

o f  canon  law  t h e r e .  I t  was a p p a r e n t l y  w i th  th e  Dom inicans 

t h a t  R ic h a rd  o f  C h ic h e s t e r  s t u d i e d  th e o lo g y ,  f o r  he e n te r e d  

t h a t  h o ly  o r d e r  i n  1 2 4 4 . I f  th e  above a s su m p t io n  i s  t r u e ,  

O r le a n s  a s  a  u n i v e r s i t y  would be com parab le  t o  b o th  T oulouse 

an d  M o n t p e l l i e r .  N e i th e r  o f  t h e s e  F re n c h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  had 

f a c u l t i e s  o f  t h e o l o g y .1 ^

O th e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  known t o  have been  

s t u d i e d  a t  O r l e a n s .  The f i r s t  o f  th e s e  i s  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  

F re n c h  lan g u a g e  which f l o u r i s h e d  a t  O rlea n s  a t  l e a s t  a s  

e a r l y  a s  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  and w e l l  up u n t i l  some tim e 

i n t o  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h is  f a c t  h a s  been n o te d  by 

many s c h o l a r s  i n c lu d in g  D oro thy  tfackay Quynn, F r e i d r i c h  

S a v ig n y  and  Boucher de K o lan do n .1 ^ I t  seems t h a t  law y ers
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and  n o t a r i e s  were p i c k in g  up a c c e s s o r y  s k i l l s  which would

improve t h e i r  chances  o f  o b t a in in g  h ig h  a p p o in tm e n ts  a t

c o u r t .  T h is  was a  f e a t u r e  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t io n  on th e

c o n t i n e n t  and  i n  E ng land  a s  w e l l .  The l a t e  P r o f e s s o r  T o u t ,

i n  h i s  p a p e r  on l i t e r a t u r e  and l e a r n i n g  i n  th e  E n g l i s h

c i v i l  s e r v i c e  i n  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t

th e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t  had t o  have a  " r e a d in g  and  w r i t i n g  know l-
17edge o f  t h r e e  la n g u a g e s ,  h i s  own, L a t in  and  F r e n c h ."

T h is  was b e ca u se  th e  o f f i c i a l  lan g u a g e  became t o  a n  i n ­

c r e a s i n g  e x t e n t  F re n c h ,  which T ou t r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  th e  

" l i n g u a  f r a n c a  o f  c u l t i v a t e d  l a y  s o c i e t y  i n  W este rn  

E u r o p e ." 18

F re n ch  was t a u g h t  a t  Oxford a s  e a r l y  a s  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  a  u n i v e r ­

s i t y  s u b j e c t .  The s t u d e n t s  who p u rsu e d  i t  were t h e r e f o r e  

r e q u i r e d  to  r e g i s t e r  f o r  and a t t e n d  l e c t u r e s  i n  s u b j e c t s  

t h a t  were c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d ,  f o r  exam ple , grammar and r h e t o r ­

i c .  The t e a c h e r s  o f  F re n c h  were s u p e r v i s e d  by th e  u n i v e r ­

s i t y  and were ta x e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  com pensa te  th e  r e g u l a r
19f a c u l t y  f o r  th e  l o s s  o f  s t u d e n t s  and  t h e i r  f e e s .  There  

was a  d e f i n i t e  demand f o r  F re n ch  i n  C h a u c e r 's  day  and 

l a t e r ,  and th e  c u r io u s  s o l u t i o n  found  a t  O xford  f o r  th e  

p rob lem  o f  F r e n c h ' s  p la c e  i n  th e  c u r r i c u lu m  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

so m e th in g  o f  th e  s o r t  may have b e en  done e l s e w h e r e ,  p e rh a p s
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even a t  O rle a n s .

There would c e r t a i n l y  seem t o  be a  d e f i n i t e  demand f o r  

th e  s tu d y  o f  F re n ch  a t  O r le a n s ,  f o r  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  r e c o r d s  

i n d i c a t e  how e x c e p t i o n a l l y  p o p u la r  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  was w i th  

f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s .  The r e c o r d s  o f  th e  S c o t t i s h  and German 

n a t i o n s  show t h a t  th e y  were a  p a r t  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  o r ­

g a n i z a t i o n  a s  e a r l y  a s  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a s  n o te d  
20a b o v e .  The Germans were p a r t i c u l a r l y  num erous. There 

was a  t h i r d  n a t i o n ,  th e  Norman, t o  w h ich , f o r  th e  M iddle 

A g es , th e  E n g l i s h  and S c a n d in a v ia n  s t u d e n t s  b e lo n g e d .  Un­

f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e i r  book has  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  and  no t r a c e  o f  i t
21has e v e r  been  fo u n d . As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  l o s s ,  t h e r e  i s

no  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  do ing  f o r  th e  E n g l i s h  and S c a n d in a v ia n s

w hat can  be done f o r  th e  S c o ts  and  th e  Germans* making a

s tu d y  o f  t h e i r  names i n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w hat t h e i r
22l a t e r  c a r e e r s  w ere . T h is  i s  a l l  th e  more u n f o r t u n a t e

s i n c e  we know so  much more a b o u t  th e  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  F re n ch
23lan g u ag e  i n  E n g la n d .  J

Most o f  th e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  S c o t s  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  O r lea n s  

seem t o  have been  s t u d e n t s  o f  c i v i l  o r  can o n  law who en ­

t e r e d  p r o f e s s i o n s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  c h u rc h  f o r  which t h e i r
2 kc o u r s e s  p r e p a re d  them . T h is  i s  n o t  t r u e ,  how ever, o f  th e  

Germans whose more a b u n d a n t  a r c h i v e s  show a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  

o f  p r o f e s s i o n s .  The m ost famous member o f  t h a t  n a t i o n ,  who
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end owed i t  i n  l h l 6 ,  and whose memory was c e l e b r a t e d  a n n u a l ­

l y  t h e r e a f t e r  f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  John  o f  P r u s s i a ,  was a  d o c to r  

■ o f  m e d ic in e .  He was l i s t e d  a s  su ch  when he m a t r i c u l a t e d  

a t  O r l e a n s . 2^

The German r e c o r d s ,  m oreover ,  c o n t a in  s e v e r a l  r e f e r ­

e n c e s  t o  th e  s tu d y  and use  o f  th e  F re n c h  lan g u a g e .  I n  lh 8 2

a  document m en tion s  r e a s o n s  why th e  German came t o  O r le a n s ,
2 6" v e l  p ro m o t io n is  v e l  l in g u a e  a d d is c e n d a e  cau sa  a d v e n t a n t . "  

Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  th e  p r o c t o r  o f  th e  German n a t i o n  found  i t  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  o rd e r  th e  German s t u d e n t s  t o  c o n f in e  them­

s e l v e s  t o  L a t i n  i n  t h e i r  l e g a l  a f f a i r s .  The Germans were 

n o t o r i o u s  f o r  th e  l i t i g a t i o n  i n  which th e y  were th e m se lv e s  

in v o lv e d .  The p r o c t o r  fo rb a d e  th e  use o f  F ren ch  i n  t h i s  

c o n n e c t i o n ,  and i n  h i s  w arn ing  t o  the  n a t i o n ,  he r e f e r r e d

c o n te m p tu o u s ly  t o  th e  F re n c h  language  a s  th e  lan g u ag e  o f
27t r a d e ,  th e  l i n g u a  co m m erc i i ."

There  i s  even  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some 3f th e  l e c t u r e s

a t  O r le a n s  were g iv e n  i n  F r e n c h ,  f o r  S a v ig ry  q u o te s  a

f o u r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  j u r i s t  o f  M o n tp e l l i e r  a s  s a y in g  t h a t
28t h i s  was t h e  c a s e .  J u s t  how th e  m ed iev a l  t e a c h i n g  o f  

F re n c h  was o rg a n iz e d  a t  O r lea n s  we do n o t  know, b u t  we 

may g e t  a s u g g e s t io n  a s  t o  one p o s s i b i l i t y  from  some 

s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  s o u r c e s .  I n  16^7 L o u is  XIV l i c e n s e d  a  

r e t i r e d  a t t o r n e y  t o  t e a c h  th e  F re n c h  lang uage  t o  f o r e i g n
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s t u d e n t s  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r l e a n s . ^  And i n  1644 th e  

German n a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  e v e ry  newly m a t r i c u l a t e d  s t u d e n t  t o  

•p ay  w ith  h i s  o th e r  f e e s ,  th e  sum o f  one f l o r i n  f o r  th e  

F re n c h  t e a c h e r .^ 0 I n  1650  t h e r e  i s  th e  r e c o r d  o f  payment 

by  th e  German n a t i o n  o f  two f l o r i n s  t o  th e  t e a c h e r  o f  

F re n c h  f o r  f o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  p e rh a p s  th e  amount due f o r  a  

c u r r e n t  t e r m . ^  These s o u r c e s  o f  c o u rs e  prove n o th in g  f o r  

th e  m e d ie v a l  p e r io d  f o r  which t r e a s u r e r s  a c c o u n ts  were ex ­

t r e m e ly  s p a r s e  even  f o r  th e  r e c o r d  c o n s c io u s  Germ ans, b u t  

we can  assum e t h a t  some s i m i l a r i t i e s  d id  e x i s t .

I t  i s  a l s o  a  c u r i o u s  c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  two o f  th e  

e a r l i e s t  m anuals o f  F re n c h  c o n v e r s a t io n  f o r  f o r e i g n e r s  

em anated from  O r l e a n s . ^  Both o f  th e s e  m an u a ls ,  th e  

T r a c t a t u s  O rth o g y an h ie  G a l l i c a n e  and  l a  i-!aniere d£  Language 

have been  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Thomas C o y f u r r e l ,  a  d o c to r  o f  b o th  

law s a t  O r l e a n s .  R easons f o r  a t t r i b u t i n g  th e  works t o  him 

i n c lu d e  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  O r le a n s ,  h i s  u se  o f  

exam ples from  t h a t  c i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  some l i t e r a r y  e v id e n c e .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  c la im s  th e  work c o n t a i n s  t o  t e a c h  " d o u lz  f r a n -  

e e i s  que e n fo rm e ra  a u s s i  b i e n  l e z  p e t i z  comne l e s  g ra n z  a  

p a r l e r  b i e n  e t  p a r f a i t e m e n t  beau  F r a n c e i s  s e lo n  1 ' usage  e t  

l a  m an ie re  de P a r i s  e t  A u r i l i a n s , "  th e  F re n c h  v e ry  o f t e n  

h a s  a  B r i t i s h  f l a v o r .  ^ I t  was lo n g  known t h a t  th e  a u th o r  

was n o t  F r e n c h .  C o y f u r r e l  was r e c e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a
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S c o t t i s h  canon  o f  th e  O r lea n s  c a t h e d r a l ,  a  g r a d u a te  i n  law

o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  and long  a r e s i d e n t  o f  the  c i t y ,  p ro b a b ly

•from  1393 t o  1 ^ 2 1 .34

The Man!ere c o n ta in s  t y p i c a l  c o n v e r s a t io n s  a b o u t

O r le a n s ,  f o r  exam ple , a  c o n v e r s a t io n  i n  which i t s  b e a u ty

and  fame a r e  d i s c u s s e d  *

E s t  A u r e l i a n s  une beau  v i l l e ?  O i l ,  s i r e  
. . . l a  p l u s  b e l l e  q u i  s o i t  a u  royaume de 
F ran ce  a p r e s  P a r y s .  a u s s i  i l  y en  a
un g rand  e s tu d e  des l o y s  c a r  l e s  p lu s
v a i l l a n z  e t  l e s  p l u s  g e n t i l z  c l e r s  q u i  
s o n t  en  c r e s t i a n t e e  y  r e p a i r e n t  p o u r  
e s t u d i e r  en  c i v i l  e t  c a n o n .35

And in d e e d ,  a  l o t  o f  p e o p le  w anted t o  go t o  O r le a n s ,  

f o r  O rlea n s  had a n o th e r  k in d  o f  r e p u t a t i o n  a b o u t  w hich th e  

s t u d e n t s  d id  n o t  w r i t e  home i n  t h e i r  l e t t e r s .  I t  was a  

c e n t e r  f o r  th e  s tu d y  o f  magic and  th e  o c c u l t ,  ou r  n e x t  

s u b j e c t  o f  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  T hree  co n tem p o ra ry  

w o rk s ,  th e  IVaniere by Thomas C o y f u r r e l  which was m en tioned  

a b o v e ,  and two works by C h a u ce r ,  th e  F r a n k l i n ' s  T a le  i n  th e  

C a n te rb u ry  T a le s  and t h e  House o f  Fame. d e p i c t  v e ry  v i v i d l y  

t h e  a c t s  o f  magic and  th e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  t h a t  were p e rfo rm ed  

by  t h e  c l e r k s  o f  O r le a n s .

I n  th e  M an iere , a  work n o t  w e l l  known u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  

C o y f u r r e l  f o l lo w s  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  law s t u d i e s  w i th  

t h e  f o l lo w in g ,  a  rumor t h a t  a t  O r le a n s  th e  d e v i l  t e a c h e s  

h i s  d i s c i p l e s  necrom ancy»
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I ’anemy y  a p p r e n t  se a  d i s c i p l e s  de n ig ro m an c ie  
en  une t e s t e  d ' a r r e i n . . . . 1 1  y a v o i t  j a d i s  un 
e n g l o i s  q u ’e s t o i t  f o r t  n ig ro m a n c ie n  q u i  o t  a  
nom Colyn T. q u i  s a v o i t  f a i r a  beaucoup de 
m e r v e i l l e s  p a r  v o ie  de n ig rom anc ie .^®

T h is  u n u s u a l  p a ssa g e  a b o u t  magic had n e v e r  b een  ta k e n  

a s  a n y th in g  o t h e r  th a n  a  c o n v e r s a t io n  e x e r c i s e .  L ik ew ise  

th e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  g r e a t  m a g ic ia n ,  th e  E ng lishm an  c a l l e d  

C o l in  T . ^  who knew how t o  do many m arv e ls  by means o f  

h i s  necrom ancy , were a l s o  loo ked  upon a s  mere exam ples 

u t i l i z e d  by t h e  language  i n s t r u c t o r  C o y f u r r e l .

A l l  o f  t h i s  changed , how ever, when th e s e  p a s s a g e s  

a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  C haucer s c h o l a r s .  One o f  

t h e  C a n te rb u ry  T a l e s , t h e  F r a n k l i n ’ s  T a l e ,  c o n ta in s  s c e n e s  

s e t  a t  O r le a n s .  One C h a u c e r ia n ,  th e  l a t e  p r o f e s s o r  J . S . P .  

T a t l o c k ,  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c h e c k in g  o u t  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  

t h e  background  o f  th e  s t o r y .  The s t u d i e s  he u n d e r to o k  

c o n v in c e d  him t h a t  th e  l o c a l  c o l o r  i n  th e  s t o r y  was g e n u in e .  

T a t lo c k  t h e r e f o r e  s u g g e s te d  th e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  O r le a n s  was 

a  c e n t e r  f o r  th e  s tu d y  o f  magic and  t h a t  th e  s t u d e n t s  

n e g le c t e d  t h e i r  law t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  B lack  A r t . ^

The F r a n k l i n ’ s i s  a  m arv e lo u s  t a l e .  I n  i t  a  young 

l o v e r ,  a p t l y  named A u r e l i u s ,  i s  t o l d  by h i s  b e lo v e d  t h a t  

sh e  w i l l  y i e l d  t o  him o n ly  i f  he w i l l  remove a l l  th e  huge 

b l a c k  r o c k s  on th e  c o a s t l i n e  o f  B r i t t a n y .  The seem ing 

h o p e le s s n e s s  o f  th e  t a s k  c au sed  A u r e l iu s  t o  p in e  and s i c k e n ,
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b u t  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  a  law  s t u d e n t  from O r le a n s ,  remembered

so m e th in g  v e ry  im p o rtan t*

He him remembered t h a t ,  upon a  day a t  
O r l i e n s  en  s tu d y  a  book he s a y  o f  magic 
n a t u r e l  which h i s  f e la w  t h a t  was t h a t  
tyme a  b a c h e le r  o f  lawe a l  were he t h e r  
t o  l e r n e  a n o th e r  c r a f t ,  had p r i v i l y  
upon h i s  desk  y l a f t . 40

T h is  gave them i n s p i r a t i o n ,  and  o f f  t h e y  b o th  w ent t o  

O rlea n s  t o  lo o k  f o r  a  m a g ic ia n  who c o u ld  pe rfo rm  t h i s  

m ira c u lo u s  f e a t .  On th e  r o a d ,  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  way o u t  o f  

tow n, th e y  were met by a  young c l e r k  who had g u e s s e d  t h e i r  

e r r a n d .  He g u id e d  them t o  a  m a s te r  o f  th e  B lac k  A r t .  The 

m a s te r  e n t e r t a i n e d  them a t  d in n e r  and  gave them a  s p e c t a c u ­

l a r  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  h i s  m a g ic a l  s k i l l  and p ro w e ss .  He 

a g re e d  t o  u n d e r ta k e  th e  t a s k  f o r  a  th o u sa n d  pounds and 

p e rfo rm ed  th e  m i r a c le  a s  p ro m ise d .

The whole to n e  o f  t h i s  s t o r y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  su c h  e v e n t s  

were n o t  u n u s u a l  o r o u t  o f  th e  o r d i n a r y  a t  O r le a n s .  The 

t a l e  g i v e s  th e  im p re s s io n  t h a t  i f  one needed  a  m a g ic ia n ,  th e  

p l a c e  t o  lo o k  was O r le a n s .  More t h a n  i n  any  o t h e r  work o f  

C h a u c e r 's ,  magic and  a s t r o l o g y  p l a y  a  v e ry  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  

i n  t h e  F r a n k l i n ' s  T a le .  The g l im p s e s  i t  o f f e r s  o f  th e  

b a c h e lo r  o f  law  a t  O r le a n s ,  a c t i v e ,  i n q u i s i t i v e  and d a r i n g ,  

a s t u d e n t  who n e g le c t e d  h i s  l e g a l  s t u d i e s  t o  p u rsu e  th e  

s tu d y  o f  magic on th e  s i d e  i s  one o f  th e  most v i v i d  c h a r a c -  

t e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  i n  a l l  o f  th e  C a n te rb u ry  T a l e s .
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The O r le a n s  law  c l e r k  was v e r y  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  a s tro n o m y  

and i n  a s t r o l o g i c a l  m ag ic . Though h i s  a s t r o l o g i c a l  ob­

s e r v a n c e s  a r e  what i s  most f u l l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  th e  t a l e ,  t h e i r  

p r im a ry  p u rp o se  was t o  s e c u r e  a  t im e  o r  moment i n  w hich th e  

i n f l u e n c e s  em an a tin g  from th e  h e av e n s  would r e i n f o r c e  h i s  

o t h e r  r i t e s .  He had o b v io u s ly  p e r f e c t e d  h i s  s k i l l s ,  f o r  i n  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t  he was so  e f f e c t i v e  t h a t !

Thurgh  h i s  m ag ik ,  f o r  a wyke o r  ^
I t  seemed t h a t  a l l  th e  ro k k e s  were aweye

T a t lo c k  c a r e f u l l y  s t u d i e d  t h e s e  e x c e r p t s  from  th e

F r a n k l i n ' s  T a le  i n  o rd e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  th e  e x t e n t  o f  th e

c l e r k ' s  m a g ic a l  s k i l l s .  He c o n c lu d ed  t h a t  t h e  c l e r k  m ust

have used  im ages o r  charms l i k e  t h e  ones u sed  i n  n a t u r a l
/

m a g ic .  T a t lo c k  a s s e r t e d  t h e s e  charm s were e s s e n t i a l  f o r

th e  c l e r k ' s  l e s s e r  f e a t s  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  d i r e c t i n g  th e

h id d e n  powers o f  n a tu r e  t o  h i s  p u r p o s e s .  T a t lo c k  a l s o

c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  c l e r k  m ust have invoked  s p i r i t s  s i n c e
4^th e  r o c k s  v a n is h e d  when he c la p p e d  h i s  h a n d s .  J S in ce

th e  r o c k s  d i s a p p e a r e d  a l l  th e  way from  th e  S e in e  t o  th e  
44G iro n d e ,  T a t lo c k  g u e sse d  t h a t  th e  c l e r k  m ig h t  a l s o  have

had t o  use  b lo o d ,  s a c r i f i c e s ,  i n c a n t a t i o n s  and  i n v o c a t io n s
4<

o f  demons w hich would th u s  make him a  n e c ro m a n c e r .  J

The t h i r d  co n tem p o ra ry  s o u rc e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  th e  

m a g ic a l  a r t s  were b e in g  p r a c t i c e d  a t  O r le a n s  i s  C h a u c e r 's  

House s L  Fame. I n  1926 James F .  R o y s te r  n o t i c e d  t h a t  i n
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t h i s  work Chaucer d e s c r ib e d  a  v i s i o n  o f  s o r c e r e r s  and

w i tc h e s  and among th e m

Ther saugh I C o l le  T r e g e to u r  
Upon a  t a b l e  o f  s icam o u r 
P le y e  an  uncouth  t h i n g  t o  t e l l  
I  saw him c a r r i e n  a  w in d -m elle  
Uner a  w a lsc h e -n o te  s h a l e ^ °

R o y s te r  was a l r e a d y  f a m i l i a r  w i th  th e  l i n e s  a b o u t  n e c r o ­

mancy i n  th e  M aniere and p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  a b o u t  th e  

E ng lishm an  c a l l e d  C o l in  T. who was a  g r e a t  'n e g r o m a n c ie n . ' 

I t  im m e d ia te ly  o c c u rre d  t o  R o y s te r  t h a t  C o l in  T. was none 

o t h e r  th a n  th e  C o l le  T r e g i to u r  o f  th e  House o f  Fame. Here 

we have one more example o f  th e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  O r lea n s  f o r  

m ag ic . How f a r  t h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  e x te n d e d  beyond th e  c i r c l e s  

o f  th e  E n g l i s h  who f r e q u e n te d  O r le a n s  we do n o t  know. Most 

o f  th e  t r i a l s  f o r  w i t c h c r a f t  i n  O r lea n s  d a t e  from th e

s i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  o r  l a t e r  when su ch  e v e n t s  were more
47common ev e ry w h e re .  The C h a u c e r ia n s ,  ho w ever ,  have 

d i s c o v e r e d  s e v e r a l  from  th e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A t a  w i tc h ­

c r a f t  t r i a l  i n  th e  d io c e s e  o f  York i n  1 5 1 9 , th e  a c c u s e d ,  

a  p r i e s t  named S i r  John  W ilkynson , canon  o f  D ray ,  t e s t i f i e d  

t h a t  a s  a  c h i l d  o f tw e lv e  he had  been  p r e s e n t  a t  a n  in v o c a ­

t i o n  o f  th e  d e v i l  a t  W ak e fie ld  by a  ' s c h o l a r  o f  O r ly a u n c e '
48and he saw s p i r i t s  r a i s e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  T .O, Wedel 

found  i n  th e  same c e n tu r y  a  t a l e  a b o u t  someone r e t u r n i n g  to  

E ng land  from th e  c o n t i n e n t  who s to p p e d  o f f  a t  O r le a n s  t o
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lf,g
p u rc h a se  a  m a g ic a l  s u b s ta n c e  f o r  no good p u rp o se .  There 

a r e  a l s o  l a t e r  l i t e r a r y  r e f e r e n c e s  which a r e  som etim es 

t a k e n  a s  r e f l e c t i n g  a  lo n g  s t a n d in g  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  th e  a r t  

o f  magic a t  O r l e a n s .^ 0

A l l  o f  th e s e  s t u d i e s ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  a t  l e a s t ,  were 

e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r .  A p p a re n t ly  s i n c e  th e y  were n o t  m en tioned  

i n  th e  docum ents o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  and were n o t  p a r t  o f  

th e  o f f i c i a l  c u r r i c u lu m ,  th e y  were n o t  t a u g h t  by r e g e n t  

m a s t e r s .  B ut i t  m ust have been  t r u e  a s  C haucer s a i d  t h a t  

many a  b a c h e lo r  o f  law a t  O r lea n s  was " t h e r  t o  l e r n  

a n o t h e r  c r a f t . " ^

C e r t a i n  im p re s s io n s  o f  O r lea n s  emerge from  an  e x t e n s ­

iv e  s tu d y  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t a t u t e s  and a n  e x a m in a t io n  o f  

c o n te m p o ra ry  l i t e r a t u r e .  One o f  th e s e  im p r e s s io n s ,  n o t i c e d  

lo n g  a g o  by R a s h d a l l ,  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  o f  

p o v e r t y  among th e  O r lea n s  s t u d e n t s . ^  R a s h d a l l  p o in te d  

o u t  t h a t  a lo n e  among th e  im p o r ta n t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  t h a t  

d a y ,  O r le a n s  had no endowed c o l l e g e s  f o r  p o o r  s t u d e n t s .

The sy s tem  o f  l i v i n g  i n  c o l l e g e s  n e v e r  to o k  r o o t  a t  

O r l e a n s ,  and s t u d e n t s  l i v e d  i n  p r i v a t e  l o d g in g s .  T here  

a r e  ev en  f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s e r v a n t s  employed by 

' th e  s t u d e n t s .

I n  th e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  i t s  l i f e ,  th e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  th e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O rlea n s  d e c l in e d  c o n s i d e r a b ly .  The c o u rs e  o f
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F re n c h  h i s t o r y  had a  p ro fo und  e f f e c t  upon i t .  The Hundred

Y e a r s ’ War d e a l t  a  c r u e l  blow t o  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i g o r  o f

th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  D uring  th e  R e fo rm a tio n  O rlea n s  became an

im p o r ta n t  c e n t e r  o f  C a lv in ism  i n  F r a n c e .  The su b s e q u e n t

Wars o f  R e l i g i o n  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r u e l  and b loo dy  and had

a  d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on O r le a n s .  By M o l ie r e ’s  day  th e
53u n i v e r s i t y  was looked  upon a s  a  d ip lom a m i l l .  ^ F i n a l l y

5̂4-in  1793 th e  u n i v e r s i t y  was c l o s e d .  O rlean s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  

how ever, has rega in ed  some o f i t s  form er i n t e l l e c t u a l  

p r e s t ig e  w ith  the r e c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  i t s  u n iv e r s i t y  a t  

O rlean s-L a-S ou rce . ^
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FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER VI

^ C h a r le s  C u i s s a r d ,  "L ’E tude  du g re c  a  O r lea n s  
d e p u is  l e  IX s i e c l e  j u s q u 'a u  m i l i e u  du XV IIIe s i e c l e , "
MSAHO. XIX(1 8 8 3 ) ,  p ,  7 8 4 . '  Note 2 o f  t h a t  page l i s t s  among 
th e  m a n u s c r ip ts  o f  the  m o n as te ry  S e re n u s ,  De m e d ic a m e n t is i 
P h i l a r e t u s ,  L ib e r  de -pulsui C o n s t a n t i n e ,  L ib r i  u r i n a r u n  e£  
f e b r iu m . and  G a le n ,  P a s s i c n e s . See a l s o  L . iicK inney,
E a r l v  M ed ieva l iVedicine tB a l t im o re  t 1937)*

^ C u i s s a r d ,  p .  7 84 . The m a n u s c r ip ts  c i t e d  a r e  Bern 
351 and B ern  337 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  C u is s a rd  
fo c u s e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  upon th e  s tu d y  o f  Greek a t  O r le a n s .  
Once a g a i n  t h i s  s t u d y  seems t o  have  been  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  
a b b ey  o f  F l e u r y .  C u is s a rd  t r a c e d  th e  s tu d y  o f  G reek in  
O r le a n s  back  t o  th e  tim e o f  t h e  D r u id s .  O r le a n s ’ im p o r ta n t  
g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n  i n  th e  w o rld  o f  commerce p la y e d  an  
i m p o r ta n t  r o l e  i n  f o s t e r i n g  th e  knowledge of f o r e i g n  
to n g u e s .  C u i s s a r d  d o e s ,  how ev er ,  make some im p o r ta n t  
s t a t e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  G reek in  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  
and  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  He p o i n t s  o u t ,  f o r  ex am ple , 
t h a t  t e n  o p e ra s  d a t in g  b ack  t o  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  have 
b e e n  found  w hich  a r e  d i r e c t  i m i t a t i o n s  o f  G reek  t r a g e d i e s  
(p i  7 1 6 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n  s e v e r a l  G reek  v e r s e s  o f  th e  I l i a d  
d a te d  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  have b een  found a t  O rlea n s  
( p ,  7 1 7 ) .  Thus i t  can  r e a d i l y  be s e e n  t h a t  th e  G reek 
t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  and  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  was 
n o t  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  i n  which th e  
a b b o t  o f  F l e u r y ,  M a c a ire ,  w ro te  a  G reek  le x - .c o n (p .  7 0 0 ) .

^D. L a t t i n ,  R e ch c rch e s  h i s t c r i q u e s  l a  v i l l e  
d* O r le a n s  d e n u i s  A u r e l i e n . l* an  2 "7Um .jusau* 1789( O rle a n s  1
Im p r im e r ie  d ’A lex an d re  J a c o b ,  1 8 3 6 )7  P« 135 c i t i n g  L em aire .

S i .  B iem ont, WSAHO, X V III ,  p .  245 . The c a ta lo g u e  
o f  1664 o f  th e  p o s s e s s io n s  o f  t h e  German n a t i o n  l i s t s  74 
books on m e d ic in e .  C u i s s a r d ,  XXV, p .  95 .

F o u r n i e r ,  I ,  p p .  4-5*  " P a te r r .a  P r i v i d e n t i a  
s o l l i c i t i  a u x i l i a n t e  domino a e c re v i r .u s  o r d i n a r e ,  u t  ex  hoc 
nunc e t  i n  pe rpe tuum  decern e f r a t r i b u s  n o s r r i s  m onachis 
d o c i l i b u s ,  i n  p r i o r a t u  n o s t r o  S .  G e r v a s i i  a u r e l i a r . e n s i s , i n  
s a c r e  t h e o l o g i e  s t u d i o  s e d e a n t ,  a l i q u i  v e ro  eorurc, q u i  i n t e r  
c e t e r o s  p r o v e c t i o r e s  e x t i t e r i n t ,  c a u s a  m a jo r i s  s c i e n t i e
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h a u r i e n d e ,  secundum quod s t u d i o  e x p e d ie n s  visum f u e r i t  de 
c o n s i l i o  s t u d e n t i b u s  f r a t r i b u s  p r e s i d e n t i s  p a r i s i u s  ad  
s tu d iu m  d i r i g a n t u r ,  s u b m i n i s t r a t i s  e isdem  n e c e s s a r i i s  ex 
r e d d i t i b u s ,  q u i  s t u d e n t i b u s  f r a t r i b u s  f u e r i n t  s p e c i a l i t e r  
a 8 s i g n a t i . "

^ H a s k in s ,  " L i f e  o f  M edieva l S t u d e n t s . . . , "  p .  2 2 1 i 
"D e m o n s tra t io n e  p r e s e n t i s  c e d u le  n o s c a t  v e s t r a  p a te r n a  
b o n i t a s ,  p a t e r  k a r i s s i m e ,  quod ego  sum A u r e l i a n i s  s a n i t a t e  
c o r p o r e a  p e r  D ei g r a t i a m  p r e a i c t a t u s  e t  i n  D y a ie c t i c a  
t a l i t e r  f u n d a tu s  quod omnes s c o l a r e s  e t  e t ia m  m a g i s t r i  
d i c u n t  me f o r e  d i s p u ta to r e m  optimum e t  s o p h is ta m ,  e t  multum 
d e s i d e r o  i n  s a n c t a  t h e o l o g i a  de c e t e r o  p r o s t u d e r e .  M ichi 
m i t t a t  i g i t u r ,  p r e c o r  e t  moveo, p a t e r n a  p i e t a s  unde possum 
b ib l i a m  com parare  e t  e x p e n sa s  h a b e r e ,  quamvis non p l e n a r i e ,  
quoquo m odo.”

^ K i r k p a t r i c k ,  p .  57 .

® l a j a r d ,  HL, X X I f l 8 4 l ) ,  p p .  7 1 -7 9 . Hugh was known 
by s e v e r a l  nam es, Hugh B i l l i o m ,  Hughes S equ in  o r  S e v in .
B oth  Duchesne and E ch a rd  h e lp e d  t o  c l a r i f y  h i s  i d e n t i t y .
He was bo rn  a b o u t  1230 t o  th e  A i c e l i n  fa m ily  who were 
s e i g n e u r s  o f  B i l l io m  and  o f  Montague in  t h e  A uvergne . Hugh 
d i e d  a b o u t  1297 .

9IfeM * . p .  78

*®The B o l l a n d i s t s  have p u b l i s h e d  i n  th e  A c ta  S a n c t ­
orum. I ,  A p r i l  I I I ,  p .  27 6 , two l i v e s  o f  S a i n t  R ic h a rd  of 
C h i c h e s t e r .  One by Jo h n  Capgrave i s  v e ry  b r i e f  and p r e c i s e .  
I t  was i n s e r t e d  i n  th e  Nova Legenaa A n g liae  and  was a  resume 
o f t h e  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  h i s  c a n o n i z a t i o n ,  i r e  s e c o n d l l i f e ,  
by R alph  B o c k in g ,  i s  much more l e n g th y  and  d i s c u s s e s  n o t  
only th e  l i f e  o f  R ic h a rd  o f  C h ic h e s t e r  b u t  a l s o  th e  m i r a c le s  
a t  h i s  tom b. T her i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  a c c o u n t  c f  R ic h a rd  i n  J .H .  
Newman's L iv e s  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  S a i n t s . th e  a u th o r s h ip  o f  
w hich  has som etim es been  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  R. i r n s b y .  The f u l l ­
e s t  modern b io g ra p h y  i s  t h a t  o f  P .H .R . C apes, ? Ic h a rd  o f  
Wvche(London 1 1913^ - F u r t h e r  u s e f u l  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l
r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  g iv e n  i n  th e  DNB and in  th e  D ic t io n a r y  o f  
S a g l j s h  Church H i s t o r y .

**D. A t t w a te r ,  P eng u in  D i c t i  o r a r -  o f  S a i n t s ( M idd le-  
s e x ,  E ng land  1 P eng u in  Books, 1 9 o 5 ) ,  p .  297.
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1 B u t l e r ,  L iv es  o f  th e  S a i n t s . I I (N ew  York* P . J .  
Kenedy and S o n s ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  2 3 i P e t e r  o f  Peckham, p .  350 
s t a t e s  t h i s  q u i t e  c l e a r l y .

13R. Emery, The F r i a r s  i n  M edieva l F ra n c e  (New York* 
Columbia U n i v e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 o 2 ) ,  p .  84 .

t  liP e t e r  o f  Peckham, p .  350 .

* % d o u a rd  P r i v a t ,  e d . ,  Les U n i v e r s l t e s  du Langue­
doc au  X H Ie  s i e c l e . C a h ie r s  de F a n ie a u x . V( T ou louse  i 1 9 7 0 ) .

*^Quynn, "The M edieval E x t r a c u r r i c u l u m ,"  p .  1 2 1 j 
F .K . S a v ig n y ,  H i s t o i r e  du d r o i t  roman du moven a g e , t r .  M.C. 
Guenoux, I I I ( P a r i s i  1 8 3 9 ) ,  p .  318 and B oucher de Molandon,
"La S a l l e  d e s  th e s e s  de l ' u n i v e r s i t e  d 'O r l e a n s , "  MSAHO.
X I I (1 8 7 3 ) ,  p .  309 . Both S av ig n y  and B oucher de Molandon 
r e f e r ,  f o r  exam ple , t o  one c o n te m p o ra ry ,  J e a n  F a u re  o r  F a b e r ,  
a n  em in en t j u r i s c o n s u l t ,  who e x p re s s e d  h i s  r e g r e t  and  i n ­
d i g n a t i o n  t h a t  F ren ch  was s lo w ly  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  L a t i n  tongue 
i n  t h e  l e c t u r e s .  F au re  s t a t e d  "Quid s i  Ju d e x  n e s c i t  l e g e r e  
la t in u rn  sed  bene g a l l i c e r u n t  p l u r e s ( P r o h  d o l o r ! )  v i d e t u r  
quod non p o s s u n t  ju d ic a r e ' ,  cum d e b e a n t  s e n t e n t i a e  l a t i n e  
s c r i b i . . . n i s i  i n  p a r t i b u s  u b i  omnes l i t t e r a t i  s c i u n t  
g a l l i c u m  le g e r e  e t  i n t e l l e g e r e ,  quod h o d ie  n im is  v i g e t  
i n  F r a n c i a .  Unde quandoque f u e r u n t ( u t  d i c i t u r )  A u r e l i a n -  
e n s e s  l e c t o r e s ,  q u i  p a r t im  la t in u m  e t  p a r t i m  g a l l i c u m ,  i n  
c a t h e d r a  lo q u e b a n tu r , . . .q u ib u s  m e l iu s  e s s e t  quod h a b e r e n t  
g rossum  id iom a E n g o l i s . "  Boucher de Molandon s t a t e s  t h a t  
t h i s  was th e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y  u s in g  th e  
F re n c h  language  in  i t s  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .

17t , f . T o u t ,  " L i t e r a t u r e  and L e a r n in g  i n  th e  E n g l i s h  
C i v i l  S e r v i c e i i n  th e  F o u r t e e n th  C e n tu r y ,"  S p e c u lu m . IV 
(1 9 2 9 ) ,  P .  368.

18I b i d . R a s h d a l l ,  I I I ,  p .  162 and n o t e  2 a l s o  n o te d  
t h a t  F re n c h  was s t u d i e d  a t  O xford i n  th e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  
and e a r l i e r .  He d is c o v e re d  t h a t  th e  a r t  o f  w r i t i n g  and 
com posing and sp e a k in g  i n  th e  G a l l i c  id iom  and  com posing 
c h a r t e r s  and o t h e r  s c r i p t s  was s t u d i e d  f o r  u se  i n  t h e  C o u r ts  
and a t  C o u r t .
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20See C h a p te r  I I I  a b o v e . L ib e r  N a t io n i s  S c o c ie ,  
V a t ic a n  L ib r a r y ,  M3 Reg L at 405; L ib e r  N a t io n i s  A lem ann ie , 
A rc h iv e s  du L o i r e t ,  M3 D 4 .  The S c o t t i s h  n a t i o n  has  l e f t  
o n ly  one vo lum e, b u t  th e  German n a t i o n  h a s  l e f t  an  enormous 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  documents i n c lu d in g  p r o c t o r ' s  books and 
" t r e a s u r e r ' s  a c c o u n ts  e x te n d in g  down t o  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c en ­
t u r y .  These a r e  a l l  i n  S e r i e s  D o f  th e  A r c h iv e s  du L o i r e t .  
P a r t  o f  the S c o t t i s h  Book has been  t r a n s c r i b e d  i n  th e  
M isce l la n y  o f  the  S c o t t i s h  H is to ry  So~ i e t v . I I (E d in b u rg h *  
1 9 0 4 ) ,  C h a p t e r ' l l ,  iany  of tn e  r e c o r d s  o f  b o th  n a t i o n s  
have been  t r a n s c r i b e d  by F o u r n i e r  i n  Volume I  o f  th e  
S t a t u t e s .  A r e c e n t  pu bl ished  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p r o c t o r ' s  
book o f  th e  German n a t i o n  i s  C o r n e l i a  M. R i d d e r i k h o f f , av ec  
l a  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  de Hiide de Ridder-Symoens, Premier i i v r e  
d e s  o rocu rateu rs  de la  n a t ion  germanique de 1 1a n c jonne 
Unlve r s i t e  d 'O r le a n s . 1 l 546( L e id e n * E . J .  B r i l l ,  1971)*

21 Quynn, "The M edieva l E x t r a c u r r i c u l u m ,"  p .  126 .

22J . L .  K i r k p a t r i c k ,  p p . 4 7 -1 0 2 ;  M. F o u r n i e r ,  "La 
n a t i o n  a l lem a n d e  a  l ; u n i v e r s i t e  d * O rlean s  a u  XlVe s i e c l e , "  
N o u v e lle  rev u e  du d r o i t  f r a n c a i s ,  X I I ( l 8 8 8 ) ,  pp . 38 6 -4 3 1 . 
T here  have b een  s t u d i e s  made a l s o  f o f  o t h e r  g ro u p s  i n c l u d ­
in g  th e  s t u d e n t s  from P ic a r d y  and Champagne a s  w e l l  a s  from 
s p e i c a l  a r e a s  o f  th e  German n a t i o n .  C f. J .  D o in e l ,  " L i s t e  
d e s  e t u d i a n t s  S c a n d in a v e s  a  l ' u n i v e r s i t e  d * O r le a n s , "
BSAHO. V I I ( 1 8 8 6 ) ,  p p . 63-77  and C am ille  B lo c h ,  "Les e t u d ­
i a n t s  s c a n d in a v e s  a  l ' u n i v e r s i t e  d 'O r l e a n s , "  BSAHO. XII 
( 1 9 0 1 ) ,  p p . 373-374 .

2% .  Lam bley, Tfte F re n c h  lan g u ag e  i n  E iig ian i(M an­
c h e s t e r *  1 9 2 0 ) .

22\ i r k p a t r i c k ,  p p . 4 7 -1 0 2 .

2 ^John  o f  P r u s s i a  was a  member o f  a  p r i n c e l y  f a m i ly .

^ A r c h i v e s  du L o i r e t ,  D4, f . 8 0 v .

^ A r c h i v e s  du L o i r e t ,  MS D4, f .  9 0 v ;  F o u r n i e r ,  I ,
n o .  340 .

2® Savigny, V I, p .  4 0 ,  n o te  46



^ A r c h i v e s  du L o i r e t  D 17

^ A r c h i v e s  du L o i r e t  D 2 0 4 , f . 255*

3* A rc h iv e s  du L o i r e t  D 22 8 , f . 216

t a t n s  O r th o g ra p h ie  G a l l i c a n e . B r i t i s h  Iftiseum 
MS H a r l .  4971 and O xford , Ivagdalen C o l le g e ,  MS 1 8 8 1 La 
t f a n le re  de language  a u i  t * e n s e i g n e r a  b ie n  p a r l e r  e t  e s c r i r e  
d o u lz  f r a n c o  i s . B r i t i s h  Museum iCS h a r l  3988, f o l  l - 2 o r  and 
MS a d d i t i o n a l  17716, f o l  1 0 6 - l l l r ,  O xfo rd , A l l  S o u ls  C o l le g e ,  
MS 182 , f o l  3 0 5 - 3 1 6 ,  3 7 2 v - 3 7 3 v i  Cambridge U n i e r s i t y  L ib r a r y  
MS D 1223 , f o l  7 0 - ? 4 v i  C am bridge, T r i n i t y  C o l le g e ,  MS B 
13* 40 f o l s  1 7 9 r-v»  B ib l io th e q u e  N a t io n a l e ,  »Y3 Nouv a c q .  F r ,  
699. D ,M. Quynn, "Q uelques e tu d e s  non j u r i d i q u e s  a  l ' u n i -  
v e r s i t e  d 'O r l e a n s , "  E x t r a i t s  d e s  a c t e s  du 2on g res  s u r  
l * a n c ie n n e  u n i v e r s i t e  d 1O r le a n s i X II Ie -X V II Ie  s i e c l e s ) ,  p ,
7 8 ,  note 2 5 .

333Quynn, "The M edieva l E x t r a c u r r i c u l u m ,"  p. 128*

^*t),M. Quynn, "The I d e n t i t y  o f  M.T. C o y f u r e l l y , "  
Modern Language N o t e s , L IV (19 39 ) ,  pp. 510-515 . See a l s o  
Paul Meyer, Revue c r i t i q u e  d * h i s t o i r e  e t  de .i  t . t e r a t u r e . 
V (1939). 3 7 7 f f * S ,  S t e n g e l ,  "Tne E a r l i e s t  r r i n c n  Grammar," 
A theneum . no, 2 6 5 8 , p. 433 and Z e i t s c h r i f t  f.;r n e u fr a n z o s -  
i s c h e . Sprache und l i t e r a t u r . 1 (1 8 7 9 ) ,  p« I f f *  J ,  G e s s l e r ,  
M eniere  de Language 1 B r u s s e l s !  1 9 3 4 ) ,  C o y f u r r e l  was n o t  a 
r e g e n t  m a s te r  of  th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  He h e ld  a o e n e f i c e  and 
«eems t o  h a v e i in c r e a s e d  h i s  income by w r i t i n g  c o n v e r s a t io n  
■anuals.

3^Quynn, "The M ed ieva l E x t r a c u r r i c u l u m ,"  p. 129

36Ib id .

37^ P r o f e s s o r  H o y s te r  i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  wonder w orker  a s  
the C o l le  T r e g i to u r  whom C haucer i n  th e  Hoy.”-?oo f  Fame saw 
carrying  a  w in d m il l  under t h e  s h e l l  o f  a  w a .a u t .  See a l s o  
George L. K i t t r e d g e ,  W i t c h c r a f t  i n  Old and ; E n g la n d (New 
Yorki R u s s e l l  and R u s s e l l ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  56.



3® J .S .P .  T a t lo c k ,  " A s t ro lo g y  and Magic i n  
C h a u c e r ’ s F r a n k l i n ' s  T a l e , ” K ittred ge  A n n iv e rs a ry  F a c e r s  
(B o s to n i  1 9 1 3 ) .  p .  3 3 9 f f .

3^See a l s o  J . S . P .  T a t lo c k ,  Scene o f  th e  F r a n k l i n ' s  
2a!& E e v i s i t e d (London1 Chaucer S o c i e t y ,  1914), c h a p te r  IV 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  M e i je r s  i n  h i s  numerous a r t i c l e s  on th e  
u n i v e r s i t y  o f  law  a t  O r lea n s  n o te d  th e  d e c l in e  i n  th e  
s tu d y  o f  law t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

^ ^ G e o ff re y  C h au ce r ,  The C a n te rb u ry  T a le s ( B a l t im o r e  1 
1 9 5 2 ) .  p .  435-

4 l I fc id . . .  p p . 437 - 4 4 9 .

4 2I b i d . .  p .  440

4 3I b i d .

44
l i i l . , p .  4 3 8 .

^ T a t l o c k ,  " A s tro lo g y  and  M a g i c . . . , "  p .  349 .

^ . W .  S k e a t ( e d ) .  The Complete Wcr-:s o f  G e o f fr e y  
Chaucer 1 House o f  Fame. I l l ,  11 1 2 7 7 -1 2 6 1 .  James F.  
R o y s t e r ,  " C h au cer's  C o l i e  T r e g e to u r ,"  S t u d ie s  in  P h i l o l o g y  
X X III ( 1 9 2 6 ) ,  p p . 3 8 0 -3 8 4 .

47'Q uynn, "The M edieva l E x t r a c u r r i c u lu m ,"  p .  131*
J .  R u s s e l l ,  W i t c h c r a f t  i n  th e  Midhi* >■>:»♦• ( I t h a c a .  NYt 
C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  F r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p p . 86-95* how ever, 
d i s c u s s e s  a n  e a r l i e r  e p is o d e  o f  w i t c h c r a f t  i t  O r le a n s ,  th e  
famous t r i a l  o f  1022.

48 T a t lo c k ,  S c e n e . p .  43 and A rc h e o lo g ic a l  J o u r n a l . 
XVI (18*59), p .  76* E x t r a i t s  des  r e g i s t r e s  co 1 'A rc h iv e  de 
Y ork .

4 q
7T.O . W edel, "M ed ieva l A t t i t u d e s  Towards A s t r o lo g y  

Y ale  S tu d ie s  in  E n g l i s h . LX (1920), p .  95*“f  as  w e l l  a s  R o l l s  
S e r i e s ,  L e t t e r s  and r a p e r s  I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  dhe R e ig n s  o f  
R ic h a rd  I I  and  Henry V I I .
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^ T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  l a t e r  l i t e r a r y  r e f e r e n c e s  which 
a r e  som etim es ta k e n  a s  r e f l e c t i n g  a lo n g  s t a n d in g  r e p u t a ­
t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r t ,  n o t a b l y  two p ie c e s  o f  th e  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n tu r y  E n g l i s h  t h e a t e r ,  Wynkvn jig. Worde» L  Mery G este  
t h e  P r e r e  and t h e  Bove . and an  anonymous a d a p t a t i o n  o f  a n  
I t a l i a n  o l a v ,  the  Burgbears . C f .  R.W. Bond, E a r ly  P la y s  
from t h e ‘ I t a l i a n (Oxfordi 1 9 1 1 ) ,  and W.C. H a z l e t t ,  E a r l y  
Popular  P o ^ t r v vLondoni 1 8 6 6 ) .

I n  Mery G este  th e  fo l lo w in g  l i n e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  magic a r e  
fo u n d i

"He i s  a  g r e a t  nygrom ancere  
I n  a l l  O rlyaunce i s  n o t  h i s  p e r e . "

( H a z l e t t ,  I I I ,  p .  79)
I n  B u g g b e a rs . the  fo l lo w in g *

"0  S i r ,  you wold wonder 
What m ir a c le s  I  dyd h e a re  
Of th o s e  t h a t  dyd know hym 
Yn Q rleaunce  th y s  o t h e r  y e r e . . . l "

^ C h a u c e r ,  C a n te rb u ry  T a l e s ,  p .  * 0 5 .

52R a s h d a l l ,  I I ,  p .  151 . n . 3 .

^ Q u y n n ,  "The M edieval E x t r a c u r r i c u l u m ,"  p ,  132.

^ B im b e n e t  o f f e r s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on th e  
l a t e r  p e r io d s  i n  th e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  e x i s t e n c e .

^ T r a v e l  gu id e  t o  O r lea n s  p u b l i s h e d  by th e  S y n d ic a t  
d ' I n i t i a t i v e , 1970.



CONCLUSION

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  show t h a t  O rleans  n o t  on ly  

was b u t  a l s o  c o n t in u e d  t o  be a  famous c e n t e r  o f  l i t e r a r y  

s t u d i e s  i n  the  t h i r t e e n t h  and f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  I t  

i s  c l e a r  from  th e  s tu d y  t h a t  a l th o u g h  law  in c r e a s e d  in  

p o p u l a r i t y  a s  a  h ig h ly  l u c r a t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  th e  

t h i r t e e n t h  and f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  i t  by no means 

e r a d i c a t e d  th e  s tu d y  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  The s t a t u t e s  o f  

th e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  th e  s t u d e n t  l e t t e r s  o f  th e  p e r i o d ,  and 

co n tem p o ra ry  l i t e r a t u r e  make e v id e n t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

l i b e r a l  a r t s  were s t i l l  b e in g  s t u d i e d ,  even  i f  t o  a  

l e s s e r  d e g re e  th a n  b e f o r e .  The s t a t u t e s ,  m oreover ,  r e v e a l  

t h a t  w e l l  i n t o  th e  f i f t e e n t h  and  ev en  th e  s i x t e e n t h  

c e n t u r i e s ,  a s  l a t e  a s  1512 , t h e r e  were d o c to r e s  r e g e n t e s  

t n  a r t l b u s . By e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  

th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  en joyed  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t i n u i t y  a t  th e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C r le a n s  and by showing t h a t  o th e r  s u b j e c t s ,  

t h e  A rs D i c t a m i n l s , F re n c h ,  th e  o c c u l t ,  f o r  ex am p le , were 

t a u g h t  t h e r e  i n  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  and f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  

t h i s  s tu d y  has t r i e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a  more a c c u r a t e  im p re s s io n  

of th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m i l i e u  a t  O r le a n s .
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