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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

As I w a s  w o r k i n g  on the c o n c l u s i o n  of t h i s  t h e s i s ,  

the n e w s  of A n d r e  M a l r a u x ' s  d e a t h  r e a c h e d  me. My f irst  

r e a c t i o n  w a s  that of a g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  loss. I b e g a n  to 

r e a l i z e  h o w  m u c h  this w r i t e r  has m e a n t  to me s i n c e  my first 

e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  his w o r k .  I n t u i t i v e l y ,  I s e n s e d  a g e n u i n e  

g r a t i t u d e  as I s t a r t e d  to b e c o m e  k e e n l y  a w a r e  of the w e a l t h  

of k n o w l e d g e  that w i l l  r e m a i n  w i t h  me, and the p r o v o k i n g  

q u e s t i o n s  tha t  w i l l  k e e p  me s e a r c h i n g  for a n s w e r s  for as 

l o n g  as I live. I b e g a n  to r e a l i z e  ho w  m u c h  this w r i t e r  

h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  in m a k i n g  me a w a r e  of m a n ' s  g r e a t n e s s .  

W i t h o u t  v o i c i n g  it, I w a s  i n d e e d  t e l l i n g  him: " A n d r e

M a l r a u x ,  I t h a n k  y o u ! "

I i n i t i a t e d  my s t u d y  of M a l r a u x ' s  w o r k s  w i t h  

P r o f e s s o r  R o s e t t e  C. L a m o n t ,  a s c h o l a r l y  lady, w h o s e  k n o w l -  

f d g e  a n d  c h a r m  u s e d  to c a p t i v a t e  o u r  c l a s s e s  at Q u e e n s  

C o l l e g e .  T h e n  I w a s  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  to be i n s t r u c t e d  

by t h r e e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c h o l a r s :  P r o f e s s o r  Y v e t t e

L o u r l a ,  P r o f e s s o r  M a d e l e i n e  F. M o r r i s ,  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  

R o b e r t  W. H a r t l e  (the l a t t e r  in P a r i s  as w e l l  as in N e w  

Y o r k ) ,  all f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  of T h e  C i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  of 

N e w  Y o r k ,  w h o  a l s o  w e r e  k i n d  e n o u g h  to a c c e p t  my r e q u e s t  

to r e a d  my t h e s i s ,  a n d  w h o s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  an d  c o r r e c t i o n s
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p r o v e d  to be i n v a l u a b l e .

I wa s  a l s o  f o r t u n a t e  to h a v e  P r o f e s s o r  H e n r i  P e y r e  

d i r e c t  my r e s e a r c h  w o r k  an d  s u p e r v i s e  the w r i t i n g  of this 

t h e s i s .  The m a n y  l o n g  h o u r s  that he s p e n t  w i t h  me in c o n ­

s u l t a t i o n s ,  the o r a l  an d  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  

n u m e r o u s  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m s ,  and o c c a s i o n a l  w o r d s  of 

p r a i s e ,  hav e  h e l p e d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  me to e n d u r e  the u n a ­

v o i d a b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  that I e n c o u n t e r e d  in b r i n g i n g  this 

w o r k  to a c o n c l u s i o n .  To P r o f e s s o r  H e n r i  P e y r e ,  w h o s e  o u t ­

s t a n d i n g  s c h o l a r s h i p  m a y  onl y  be s u r p a s s e d  by his h u m a n ­

n e s s  a n d  e n l i g h t e n e d  h u m i l i t y ,  I e x p r e s s  my g r e a t  i n d e b t e d ­

n e s s  a n d  g r a t i t u d e .

I a l s o  w i s h  to take this o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  my 

t h a n k s  to the F r e n c h  G o v e r n m e n t  for a w a r d i n g  me a o n e - y e a r  

s c h o l a r s h i p  to P a r i s  d u r i n g  the 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 1  s c h o o l  year, as 

w e l l  as to The C i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  of N e w  Y o r k  and the N e w  

Y o r k  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .  As a r e c e n t  i m m i g r a n t  to this 

c o u n t r y ,  e x i l e d  f r o m  my n a t i v e  A l b a n i a ,  I w a s  p o o r  and 

a l o n e .  It w a s  in t h e s e  two i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  

and c u l t u r e  that I f o u n d  free e d u c a t i o n  an d  free a c c e s s  to 

th a t  " h o a r d  of w e a l t h . "

Last, but not least, is the a s s i s t a n c e  that I 

r e c e i v e d  f rom my f r i e n d  a n d  c o l l e a g u e ,  Mr. J o h n  K a b o  and 

my s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  Mrs, E l i z a b e t h  Leka, w h o  c o r r e c t e d  my 

l e s s  t h a n  p e r f e c t  E n g l i s h ,  as w e l l  as the a f f e c t i o n a t e
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s u p p o r t  of m y  w i f e ,  D i a n a ,  w h o  did l i k e w i s e ,  a n d  w h o  a l s o  

a c c e p t e d ,  w i t h o u t  c o m p l a i n t ,  the l o n e l i n e s s  of the m a n y  

l o n g  h o u r s  that I s p e n t  s e c l u d e d  w i t h  my b o o k s .

D e c e m b e r ,  1976 S a m i  t> R e p is h t i
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

My I n t e r e s t  in A n d r e  M a l r a u x ' s  l i t e r a r y  w o r k  b e g a n  

r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t l y .  F r o m  my f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  his 

w r i t i n g s ,  I found in t h e m  m a n y  of the q u e s t i o n s  that had 

b e e n  on my m i n d  for y e a r s .  In M a r c h  of 1968, I a d d r e s s e d  

a l e t t e r  to h i m  p o i n t i n g  out the fact that, t h o u g h  a d m i r i n g  

hi s  w o r k ,  "I f ound a p e r s o n a l  p a r a d o x ,  for, on one hand, I 

had a f f i r m e d  my d i g n i t y  as a m a n  in the fight a g a i n s t  

C o m m u n i s m ,  but, o n  the o t h e r  h a n d ,  I c o u l d  not h e l p  but 

loo k  at the h e r o e s '  s t r u g g l e  for a C o m m u n i s t  i d e a l  as a 

s o u r c e  of i n s p i r a t i o n .

By hi s  c o n s t a n t  an d  p e r s i s t e n t  i n t e r e s t  In m a n  a n d  

his p r a i s e  of m a n ' s  v i r t u e s  of c o u r a g e  w h e n e v e r  d e a t h  

t h r e a t e n s  h i m - - a n d  d e a t h  s e e m s  to be c o n s t a n t l y  a r o u n d  m a n  

--I w a s  b r o u g h t  c l o s e r  to this w r i t e r  who, m o r e  and m o r e  

a b s o r b e d  my a t t e n t i o n  i r r e s i s t i b l y .  It w a s  a r e w a r d i n g  

a n d  p o w e r f u l  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  the o v e r w h e l m i n g  p r e s e n c e  of 

a c o n t e m p o r a r y  e y e w i t n e s s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  the 

q u e s t i o n s  tha t  h a u n t  us t o d a y — q u e s t i o n s  that b a s i c a l l y  

e x p r e s s  the u n e a s i n e s s  of m o d e r n  m a n  and his v e r y  g r i m  

v i s i o n  of the w o r l d .
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H o w  d o e s  M a l r a u x  a p p r o a c h  m a n ' s  b a s i c  p r o b l e m ,  

m o r t a l i t y ,  a n d  thus the m e a n i n g  of l i f e  in a w o r l d  f r o m  

w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  to M a l r a u x ,  God has v a n i s h e d ?  W h a t  is 

M a l r a u x ' s  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ?  Wha t  ar e  his f u n d a m e n t a l  a s s u m p ­

t i o n s ?  W h a t  doe s  h i s  l i t e r a r y  w o r k  a t t e m p t  to a c h i e v e ;  

w h a t  is M a l r a u x  t r y i n g  to s a v e  or to i m p r o v e  u p o n  in m a n ' s  

lot in l i f e ?  H o w  d o e s  he s u c c e e d  or fail in hi s  c h o s e n  

c o u r s e  of a c t i o n  a n d  i n q u i r y ?  W h a t  is r e a l l y  left of his 

w o r l d  a f t e r  t h e s e  e x p l o r a t i o n s ?

F a n c y  e v a s i o n s  and " f a r f e l u "  a d v e n t u r e s ,  d e s p e r a t e  

a n d  b l o o d y  a c t i o n s ,  h u m a n  h o p e s  in s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  a n d  in 

p a r t y - o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  r e s u r r e c t i n g  g e s t u r e s  of h u m a n  

s o l i d a r i t y ,  c o u r a g e o u s  a c t s  w h i c h  r i v a l  Go d  in the c r e a t i o n  

of s y m b o l s  of p e r m a n e n c e  by t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  d e n i e d  i m ­

m o r t a l i t y :  s uch a r e  the s u c c e s s i v e  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s  to

t h e s e  d i s t u r b i n g  and s e e m i n g l y  u n a n s w e r a b l e  p r o b l e m s  of 

M a l r a u x .

In t his s t u d y ,  we s h a l l  be c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on one of 

t h e s e  a p p r o a c h e s ,  n a m e l y ,  on the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  

t h e i r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  as the two c o m p o n e n t s  of 

the t h e m e  of the r e v o l u t i o n  i n v o k e d  a n d  t r e a t e d  in M a l r a u x ' s  

m a j o r  n o v e l s .  O u r  s t u d y  is not e s s e n t i a l l y  the s t u d y  of 

r e v o l u t i o n  pe r  s e — a l t h o u g h  the b a c k g r o u n d  of the c o n c e p t  

of r e v o l u t i o n  is e x p l o r e d .  It is, r a t h e r ,  the a n a l y s i s  of 

w h a t  w e  t h i n k  is e s s e n t i a l l y  a E u r o p e a n  p h e n o m e n o n  as 

v i e w e d  by a E u r o p e a n ,  an d  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a s u b j e c t
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i n t e n s i v e l y  t r e a t e d  an d  d e v e l o p e d  by the E u r o p e a n  w r i t e r ,

A n d r e  M a l r a u x .  It is a s u b j e c t  c o n s c i o u s l y  p l a c e d  at the

c e n t e r  of the w r i t e r ' s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n s ,  a b s o r b i n g  his

t h o u g h t s  and m o b i l i z i n g  h i s  e n e r g i e s .  It is an i m a g e  that

he p u r s u e s  in his q u e s t  as he t r i e s  to gr a s p ,  e l a b o r a t e ,  an d

p e r f e c t  it, a n d  f rom w h i c h ,  as he w r o t e ,  "I s e i z e  the e l e -
2raents of r e a l i t y  w h i c h  I n e e d  to c r e a t e  my u n i v e r s e . "  If 

M a l r a u x  f o u g h t  in C a n t o n  a n d  S h a n g h a i ,  it w a s  to a large 

e x t e n t  b e c a u s e  the Far East, as a lan d  of a d v e n t u r e ,  o f f e r e d  

u n l i m i t e d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  to act; f u r t h e r m o r e ,  in 1925 and 

1927 t h e r e  w e r e  no r e v o l u t i o n s  in E u r o p e .  In the t h i r t i e s ,  

E u r o p e  h a d  a lot to o f f e r ,  a n d  M a l r a u x  w a s  there, on h o m e  

gr o u n d .

The w o r l d  in w h i c h  M a l r a u x  b r e a t h e d  and w o r k e d  was a 

w o r l d  of f e a r  an d  d a n g e r .  T h e  e v e n t s  s e e m e d  to b e c k o n  p a r ­

t i c i p a t i o n :  " Y o u  are <?n s i t u a t  i o n ; m a k e  y o u r  c h o i c e  in the

l a b y r i n t h  of m a n ' s  h i s t o r y , "  they s e e m e d  to say. M a l r a u x  

di d  c h o o s e  to s e a r c h  for a n d  to s a v e  m a n  w h e n e v e r  he s a w  h i m  

b e i n g  c r u s h e d ,  o p p r e s s e d ,  a n d  h u m i l i a t e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he 

c o m m i t t e d  h i m s e l f  to r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n .

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  d r a s t i c  c h a n g e  a n d  

i m p a t i e n c e .  It is by d e f i n i t i o n  a f o r c e f u l  a c t i o n ,  r e q u i r ­

ing c o u r a g e ,  e n d u r a n c e ,  p a i n ,  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  I m m e d i a t e  r e ­

s p o n s e s .  By e n t e r i n g  this w o r l d  of a c t i o n ,  M a l r a u x  w a s  

t r e a d i n g  on d a n g e r o u s  g r o u n d ,  for a c t i o n ,  by Its v e r y  n a t u r e ,  

is M a n i c h e a n .  He n e e d e d  f i d e l i t y  to a p u r p o s e  in o r d e r  to
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a v o i d  the i n e v i t a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of a n  a c t i o n  for a c t i o n ' s

s ake, a n d  thus, the n e g a t i v e  a c t i o n .  He f o u n d  that f i d e l i t y

in hi s  p r o f o u n d  b e l i e f  in the h i d d e n  g r e a t n e s s  of man, thus

e c h o i n g  P a s c a l ,  the on e  c l a s s i c a l  w r i t e r  w h o m  he u n r e s e r v -  
3

e d l y  a d m i r e d .  He n e e d e d  a h o p e  to p r e v e n t  the i r r e p a r a b l e  

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of a p e s s i m i s t i c  i n d i v i d u a l .  He f o u n d  t hat 

s u s t a i n i n g  h o p e  in the f r a t e r n a l  d u s t y  g r o u n d s  of the b a t t l e ­

field, w h e r e  m a n  j o i n s  m a n  to l i v e  a n d  die t o g e t h e r  for 

s o m e t h i n g  that t r a n s c e n d s  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t ,  s o m e ­

t h i n g  w h i c h  they c a n n o t  a c h i e v e  s o l e l y .  He f o u n d  h o p e  in 

the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i l l  a n d  a c t i o n ,  a c o m m o n  g r o u n d  for h u m a n  

s o l i d a r i t y  and f r a t e r n i t y ,  to be the onl y  h o p e  for the v a n ­

q u i s h e d ,  to be the s o u r c e  of l o v e  and c h a n c e  for r e s u r r e c ­

t ion, as w e l l  as the s o u r c e  of s t r o n g  a l l i e s  in the s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  m a n ' s  i n e s c a p a b l e  foe, d e s t i n y .

W h y  do M a l r a u x ' s  m e n  fin d  it n e c e s s a r y  to fi g h t ?

W h a t  r e a l l y  d r i v e s  t h o s e  p e o p l e  to die ?  The a n s w e r  ma y  be 

s u m m a r i l y  f o u n d  in the t i t l e s  of M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s :  The

C o n q u e r o r s . M a n ' s  F a t e , The D a y s  of C o n t e m p t , M a n 's H o p e , 

and Th e  S t r u g g l e  w i t h  the A n g e l . It is the fate of man 

that he m u s t  h i m s e l f  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  the p o w e r s  that s e e k  

to d e s t r o y  him, h o p i n g  to " c o n q u e r , "  d u r i n g  t h e s e  day s  of 

w r a t h  a n d  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  a m e a n i n g f u l  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  to 

a c h i e v e  a d i g n i t y  that d e s t i n y  s e e m s  to d e n y  him. Suc h  a 

s t r u g g l e  b e c o m e s ,  to us e  A l b e r t  Camus' e x p r e s s i o n ,  " m a n ’s 

v i n d i c a t i o n  a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y  a n d  its e x t e r i o r  a p p e a r a n c e s ,
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t y r a n t s  a n d  b o u r g e o i s  p u p p e t s . "  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  it is m a n  

a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y .  Th e  two face eac h  o t h e r  in a d e a d l y  c o n ­

f r o n t a t i o n .

W h o  is the w i n n e r ?  It c a n n o t  be the one w h o  dies. 

T h e  v i c t i m  is man. The first a c k n o w l e d g m e n t ,  the a w a r e n e s s  

of m o r t a l i t y  for man, is the m ost i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  in this 

s t r u g g l e ,  as w e l l  as the b a s i c  f a c t o r  in his d e f e a t .  Wh y  

doe s  ma n  e n g a g e  in it at a l l ?  It is b e c a u s e  the c o u r a g e  to 

c h a l l e n g e  the enemy, f u l l y  a w a r e  and w i t h  all o n e ' s  w i l l  

power, is for M a l r a u x  the h i g h e s t  m a r k  of m a n ' s  d i s t i n c t i o n .

H e r e  it is a q u e s t i o n  of c o n s c i o u s  f i g h t i n g ,  of 

s e i z u r e  by fo r c e ,  of v i o l e n t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  as is n a t u r a l  

in an y  i n t e n t i o n a l  r e v o l t .  A n d  t his r e v o l t  is a t o t a l  one: 

me t a p h y s i c a l , in that it s e a r c h e s  for an a b s o l u t e  a f f i r m a ­

tio n  a g a i n s t  the t h r e a t  of i r r e v e r s i b l e  a n n i h i 1 i a t i o n ; 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y , in that it d i r e c t s  i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  the e x i s t ­

ing e v i l s  that, on this e a r t h ,  m a k e  m a n ' s  lot e v e n  m o r e  u n ­

b e a r a b l e ;  ere at i v e , in that it e n d e a v o r s  to a c h i e v e  a q u a l i ­

t a t i v e  j u m p  by c r e a t i n g  i m a g e s  that d e f y  the l i m i t a t i o n  of 

d e s t i n y  and that a s s u r e  p e r m a n e n c e  in time a n d  space.

In t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  the c h a n c e s  of a v i c t o r y  of 

s o r t s  are i m p r o v e d ,  a l t h o u g h  not r e v e r s e d .  For, it is not 

the u l t i m a t e  v i c t o r y  that g e n e r a t e s  m a n ' s  e x a l t a t i o n ,  but 

the d i g n i t y  of p r o v o k i n g  the e n e m y ,  the p r i d e  of t h i n k i n g  

h i m s e l f  c o u r a g e o u s  e n o u g h  to fight it, and the w i l l i n g n e s s  

to hunt for it r e l e n t l e s s l y . ^
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Here, w e  s h a l l  focus e s s e n t i a l l y  on the n o v e l s  of 

M a l r a u x . ^  Th e  e n t i r e  w o r k  of M a l r a u x ,  h o w e v e r ,  has b e e n  

t a k e n  I n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A f t e r  the p e r i o d  of the g r e a t  

n o v e l s  (the last one, T h e  W a l n u t  T r e e s  of A l t e n b u r g ,  d a t e s  

f r o m  19 4 3) M a l r a u x  d e v o t e d  his a t t e n t i o n  to w r i t i n g  on art 

a n d  on his m e m o r i e s .  We feel that no rea l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

h i s  n o v e l s  and c o n c e p t  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h e r o  w o u l d  be 

p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  the I n c l u s i o n  of t h e s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and 

the r e l a t e d  h e r o - a r t i s t  c o n c e p t  in the e n t i r e t y  of M a l r a u x ' s  

l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t i o n .  The u n i t y  of his t h o u g h t  w o u l d  o t h e r ­

w i s e  be i n c o m p l e t e . ^

Th e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  of M a l r a u x  is a l r e a d y  large, a n d  it 

is i n c r e a s i n g  r a p i d l y ,  a t e s t i m o n y  to the i n t e r e s t  hi s  w o r k  

g e n e r a t e s  all o v e r  the w o r l d .  H e r e ,  we h a v e  l i m i t e d  o u r ­

s e l v e s  to t h o s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  that dea l  f a i r l y  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  

the d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of the t h e m e  of r e v o l u t i o n  in M a l r a u x ' s  

n o v e l s .  We s h a l l  try to i l l u s t r a t e  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a p p e a l  to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a r a c t e r - - t h e  

m a g i c  C a m e l o t  a n d  the i n s p i r e d  k n i g h t ,  the a l t a r  and the 

p r i e s t  o f f e r i n g  h i m s e l f  j o y o u s l y  to the r e d e e m i n g  p o w e r  of 

the s c o r c h i n g  flam e s .  We s h a l l  a l s o  try to s h o w  that the 

t r a g i c  c o u r s e  of r e v o l u t i o n  i n v o l v e s  i n i t i a l  p u r p o s e ,  p e r ­

s i s t e n t  p a s s i o n ,  u l t i m a t e  p e r c e p t i o n ,  and the e v e n t u a l  

ru d e  a w a k e n i n g  of d i s i l l u s i o n .
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c o n s i s t e  dans c e t t e  e s t i m e . "  B l a i s e  P a s c a l ,  P e n s e e s  et 
O p u s  c u l e s  (Paris: C l a s s i q u e s  L a r o u s s e ,  19 34), p. 34.

4
A l b e r t  C a m u s ,  " C a r n e t s ," I, f e v r i e r  1938, Pol 

G a i l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s  de n o t r e  temps et M a l r a u x  (Paris: 
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5 "II n'y a pas de d e f a i t e  p o u r  c e l u i  qui a p r o v o q u e  
. . . t o u t e  l u t t e , — m e m e  si e l l e  r e n c o n t r e  la d e f a i t e — est
un e  v i c t o i r e . "  G. P i c o n ,  M a l r a u x  p a r  l u i - m e m e , p. 81.

^T h e  list of t h e s e  n o v e l s  i n c l u d e s :  Les C o n q u e r a n t s ,
La V o l e  r o y a l e  , La C o n d i t i o n  h u m a i n e , Le T e m p s  du m e p r l s  ,
L * E s p o  l r , Les n o y e r s  de I'Altenb.urg , In this text, the 
t i t l e s  of t h e s e  n o v e l s  a r e  g i v e n  in E n g l i s h .

^Lat e r ,  in 1967, w i t h  his A n t i m e m o i r e g , M a l r a u x  r e ­
a s s e m b l e s  his f a v o r e d  t h e m e s ,  p l a c i n g  a s p e c i a l  s t r e s s  on 
his e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  m e n  of d e s t i n y .  T h e  a g e d  m a n  s t i l l  has 
m o m e n t s  of e x a l t a t i o n  b e f o r e  the e x t r e m e  e f f o r t s  a n d  the 
p o w e r f u l  a p p e a l  of the C h i n e s e  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h e  m a n  of d e s ­
tiny h a u n t s  him, a n d  it is in T h e  F a l l e n  O a k s  . . . (1971),
in a l o n g  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n - - t h e  last o n e - - w i t h  
De G a u l l e ,  that M a l r a u x  d e v e l o p s  his i d e a s  on h i s t o r y  as a 
p o s s i b l e  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  the e v e r p r e s e n t  c r u s h i n g  w e i g h t  of 
d e s t i n y .  In 1974, w i t h  La z a r e , p a r a l y s i s ,  a n e w  face of 
d e s t i n y ,  g e n e r a t e s  an i n s t i n c t i v e  u p s u r g e  of f r a t e r n i t y ,  of 
s o l i d a r i t y  a m o n g  m o r t a l  h u m a n  b e i n g s .  H S t e s  de p a s s a g e  
(1975) c o m p l e t e s  L a z a r e  as the s e c o n d  p art of h i s  M l r o  i r 
des limbes.
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C H A P T E R  ONE

T H E  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  T H E  M E A N I N G  O F  R E V O L U T I O N

A . T h e  T r a d i t i o n a l  A p p r o a c h

T h e  F r e n c h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  A n d r e  M a l r a u x  c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  

he u n d e r s t o o d  If one w e r e  to a t t e m p t  to r e m o v e  hi m  f r o m  the 

f r a m e w o r k  of the F r e n c h  h e r i t a g e  and F r e n c h  t r a d i t i o n .  As 

a y o u n g  m a n  in C h i n a ,  as a m a t u r e  a d u l t  d u r i n g  the R e s i s ­

ta n c e ,  a n d  l a t e r  as an o l d e r  p e r s o n  a f t e r  the S e c o n d  W o r l d  

War, he was a l w a y s  l e a n i n g  f i r m l y  on the f o u n d a t i o n  of 

F r e n c h  h i s t o r y  and c i v i l i z a t i o n .  F r a n c e  for him, h o w e v e r ,  

c o u l d  not be s u m m e d  up m e r e l y  as b e i n g  the n a t i o n a l i s t i c  

s p i r i t  of F r e n c h  c o l o n i a l i s t  e x p a n s i o n  and i m p e r i a l i s t  " g r a n ­

d e u r , "  not " s u p e r i o r i t y "  (A 126); F r a n c e  c o u l d  bes t  be 

v i e w e d  in l i g h t  of the n a t i o n ’s g r e a t n e s s ,  "its v e r y  e s ­

s e n c e , "  a F r a n c e  that f o u n d  its true c a l l i n g  w h e n  it t u r n e d  

its e y e s  t o w a r d  u n i v e r s a l i t y . ^  M o r e o v e r ,  F r e n c h  h e r i t a g e  

and t r a d i t i o n ,  n a m e l y ,  a s u c c e s s i v e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  and s u c c e s s ­

ful r e v e l a t i o n  of b a s i c  v a l u e s ,  as they are i n t e r p r e t e d  or 

d i s p l a y e d  in the h i s t o r y  of the F r e n c h  p e o p l e  in g e n e r a l ,  

an d  its b e s t  m o m e n t s  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a v e  b e e n  a s o u r c e  of 

i n s p i r a t i o n  for A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,  a w r i t e r  w h o  b e l i e v e d  that 

one c o u l d  n o t  b u i l d  in a v a c u u m .  T h i s  love for his
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2c o u n t r y  e n d e d ,  as he put it, by hi s  m a r r y i n g  F r a n c e .

A n d r e  M a l r a u x ' s  w o r k  b a s i c a l l y  e x p r e s s e s ,  in line 

w i t h  P a s c a l ,  " t h e  t o r m e n t  of the G o d l e s s  man, his e f f o r t
3to s u c c e e d ,  to j u s t i f y ,  to found his e s t a t e  on d i g n i t y . "  

M a l r a u x ' s  w o r k  is a l s o  c o m m i t t e d  to the " c o n s t a n t  t r a d i t i o n  

of a m o r a l i s t ' s  art, w h e r e  G i d e  f o l l o w s  B a r r e s ,  as B a r r e s  

f o l l o w s  C h a t e a u b r i a n d ,  as C h a t e a u b r i a n d  f o l l o w s  R o u s s e a u ,
4

an d  R o u s s e a u  P a s c a l . "  M a l r a u x  c l a i m s  h i m s e l f  to be a 

m o r a l i s t  of a C o r n e l i a n  tradition"* of h e r o i c  c o u r a g e  a n d  

ene r g y .

I n d e e d ,  he ha d  m u c h  to l e a r n  fro m  C o r n e i l l e ' s  i n d i ­

v i d u a l i s t i c  h e r o e s :  the n e e d  for d a n g e r o u s  and u n u s u a l

a c t i o n s  to f u l f i l l  an a m b i t i o n  or to q u e n c h  the t h i r s t  for 

v e n g e a n c e  a n d  the c o m p l e t e  m a s t e r y  of self, the l u c i d i t y  an d  

the a s p i r a t i o n  to g r e a t n e s s ;  that is the total f u l f i l l m e n t  of 

o n e ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  u s u a l l y  in p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n ,  s o m e t i m e s  n e g ­

ative, but a l w a y s  free, a l w a y s  a s c e n d i n g  a n d  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  

i m b u e d  w i t h  n o b l e  i n t e n t i o n s  that w o u l d  c a r r y  the p a s s i o n a t e  

h e r o  fro m  p u r p o s e  to p e r c e p t i o n .  M a s t e r  of his o w n  fate, 

the C o r n e l i a n  h e r o  f o r g e s  his d e s t i n y ;  he is h i s  own P r o m e ­

theus.

M a l r a u x  l e a r n e d  f r o m  C o r n e i l l e ' s  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  

h e r o e s  the n e e d  to free o n e s e l f  f rom all the o b s t a c l e s  i m ­

p e d i n g  c o m m o n  man, b e c a u s e  o n l y  thus c o u l d  one be p o w e r f u l .

It Is in s u c h  a c o n t e x t  of u n c o n d i t i o n a l  p o w e r  that the 

s e l f - s e e k i n g  h e r o  r e v e a l s  h i m s e l f ,  his i n n e r  d e s i r e s ,  a n d
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his p a s s i o n s .

The C o r n e l i a n  hero, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  d o e s  not g u i d e  

p e o p l e ' s  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s .  He is s i m p l y  an e x e m p l a r y  

i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  d o e s  not p r e p a r e  the future. On a n a t i o n a l  

s c a l e ,  for e x a m p l e ,  F r a n c e  w i t h  h e r  m i l i t a r y  g l o r y  d i d  not 

e n j o y  the r e s p e c t  a n d  the a d m i r a t i o n  that w a s  g i v e n  her by 

the h u m a n i s m  of the f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r y :  that c o n f i d e n c e  in

h u m a n  n a t u r e  a n d  that o p t i m i s t i c  f a i t h  in h u m a n  p r o g r e s s .

A n e w  and c o l l e c t i v e  a p p e a l  to f i g h t  for the h a p p i n e s s  of 

m a n k i n d  s t r e t c h e d  b e y o n d  her g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and 

s o c i a l  b a r r i e r s .  Th e  F r e n c h  w r i t e r  M o n t e s q u i e u  c a l l e d  h i m ­

s e l f  a " c i t i z e n  of the w o r l d . "  M a n k i n d  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  as a 

s i n g l e  h u m a n  s p e c i e s ,  w h i c h  w a s  in c o n t r a s t  w i t h  the e x i s t ­

ing m u t u a l l y  h o s t i l e  n a t i o n a l  s u b s p e c i e s .  T h o s e  w e r e  the 

d a y s  w h e n ,  to use the e x p r e s s i o n  of P. H a z a r d ,  c o n s c i e n c e  

r e s u m e d  its " p e r p e t u a l  s e a r c h , "  a s e a r c h  t h a t  w o u l d  n e v e r  

end .

The s o u l  of this s e a r c h  w a s  the l u c i d  a n d  t h o u g h t ­

ful love for h u m a n i t y ;  its b o d y  wa s  the d e e p  c o m m i t m e n t  to 

m a n ' s  h a p p i n e s s .  M o v i n g  f r o m  the d i v i n e  r i g h t  p r i n c i p l e  

to the h u m a n  re a l m ,  the q u a l i t a t i v e  c h a n g e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a 

r e j e c t i o n  of the e s t a b l i s h e d  v a l u e s  on s u c h  b a s i c  p o i n t s  as 

'divine' a b s o l u t e  m o n a r c h y  a n d  the 'divine' r e l i g i o u s  c e r ­

t i t u d e s .  H a v i n g  n o t h i n g  m o r e  to e x p e c t  f r o m  P r o v i d e n c e —  

a m y s t e r y  b e y o n d  o u r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n - - t h e  n e w  o r i e n t a t i o n  

e n d e a v o r e d  to s h a p e  h u m a n  h a p p i n e s s  w i t h  h u m a n  h a n d s .  "The
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end of t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  M a l r a u x  c o m m e n t s ,  gav e  an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  

a u t o n o m y  to the w i l l  for c r e a t i v e  w o r k . " ^

T h e  s e a r c h  for the n e w  I m p l i e s  e f f o r t  in o r d e r  to 

a c q u i r e  n e w  k n o w l e d g e ,  to o b t a i n  n e w  i n s i g h t s ,  to o p e n  new 

p a t h s  a i m i n g  at the i m p r o v e m e n t  of the e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  of
g

a f f a i r s .  T h e  s e a r c h  is a c t i o n ,  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  and d y n a m i c  

a t t i t u d e  and, far f r o m  a P a s c a l i a n  " d i v e r t i s s e m e n t "  this 

a c t i o n  is l o o k e d  u p o n  as the " n a t u r a l "  e x p r e s s i o n  of life 

a n d  the f o u n d a t i o n  of m a n ' s  d i g n i t y  as w ell. It c r e a t e s  

m o v e m e n t  a n d  r e l e a s e s  the g r e a t  p a s s i o n  for life, for love, 

a m b i t i o n  and glory; c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  it d e v e l o p s  in s t r o n g  p e r ­

s o n a l i t i e s  the t e n d e n c y  for a d v e n t u r e  and for d a n g e r o u s  acts.

A c t i o n ,  for the e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  was
9s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  f r u i t f u l n e s s .  It w a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i m p r o p e r  

to c o n f i n e  it. One had o n l y  to try to c h a n n e l  it t o w a r d s  

u s e f u l  a v e n u e s .  S t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w o u l d  be a b l e  to d e p l o y  

t h e i r  e n e r g y  a s s u r i n g ,  at the sam e  time, t heir g l o r y  t h r o u g h  

h u m a n i t y .^

The u s u a l  a v e n u e s  are t h o s e  w h e r e  h u m a n  p r o b l e m s  

are c o n f r o n t e d .  For the e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  the m o s t  p r e s s ­

ing p r o b l e m  wa s  o p p r e s s i o n  w i t h  its m a j o r  w e a p o n s ,  r o y a l  

p o w e r  a n d  the C h u r c h .  D e s p o t i s m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w a s  d e n o u n c e d ;  

r e l i g i o u s  wa s  r i d i c u l e d .  L * E n c y c l o p e d i e  w i t h  all k i n d s  of 

s k i l l f u l  i n s i n u a t i o n s  t a u g h t  m e n  _t£ d o u b t  and t̂ o d e n y  ■

By d e s t r o y i n g  all c e r t a i n t i e s ,  " t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r s "  

p r e p a r e d  a n e w  g r o u n d ,  f r o m  w h i c h  all a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y



12

wa s  a b s e n t ,  a n d  t h e i r  a n t i n o m i e s ,  e q u a l i t y  and t o l e r a n c e ,  

b e c a m e  the b a s i c  v a l u e s ;  It s e e m e d  as If t h e r e  w e r e  no o b ­

s t a c l e s  to all m e n  b e i n g  b r o t h e r s .  As D a n i e l  M o r n e t  put It, 

"A r e v o l u t i o n  too k  p l a c e  In m e n ' s  m i n d s ,  or at l e a s t  in the 

m i n d s  of m a n y ,  b e f o r e  the R e v o l u t i o n  of 1789 a c t u a l l y  b r o k e  

o u t . " 11

T h e  m o v i n g  h o p e  in b r o t h e r h o o d  a n d  a b e t t e r  w o r l d

ha d  its p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s .  It w a s  the a f f i r m a t i o n  of m a n ' s

i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  c o u p l e d  w i t h  his v i s i o n  of f u l f i l l i n g  h i s

d r e a m s .  T h e  n e w  a t t i t u d e  i m p o s e d  a n e c e s s i t y  for e l i m i n a t i n g

all the e x i s t i n g  o b s t a c l e s  an d  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a s e l f -

p r o p e l l i n g  i m p a t i e n c e  to c r e a t e  a b r a v e  n e w  w o r l d .  A n d
1 2thus, the g r e a t  v a l u e s  are born. A n e w  m o r a l i t y  w a s  p r o ­

c l a i m e d ,  the m o r a l i t y  of the ' c i t i z e n 1 in g e n e r a l ,  and of 

the F r e n c h  c i t i z e n  in p a r t i c u l a r .  The " n a t i o n "  w a s  b o r n  

w i t h a l l  its i m p l i c a t i o n s  of e q u a l i t y  w h i c h  s e i z e d  the p o p u l a ­

t ion as its prey.

The tone of l a n g u a g e  w a s  a l s o  c h a n g e d ;  it was m o r e  

t h e o r i z i n g .  I deas w e r e  e x p r e s s e d  m o r e  d o g m a t i c a l l y ,  and the 

f o r m u l a s  w e r e  m o r e  b r u t a l ;  t h e s e  " i d e e s  f o r c e s , "  if t h e y  did 

not a c t u a l l y  c o n v i n c e ,  m o v e d  p e o p l e .  T h e n ,  to use R o b e r t  W. 

P o s t g a g e ' s  m e t a p h o r ,  . . m e n  at last sa w  the l i g h t  b e ­

y o n d  the t r e e s  of the f o r e s t  in w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  so long

t h o u g h t  t h e m s e l v e s  lost, an d  the s t a m p e d e ,  w h i c h  we cal l
1 3r e v o l u t i o n ,  b e g a n . "  F r a n c e  w a s  e m b a r k i n g  on the j o u r n e y  

of f i n d i n g  lost h a p p i n e s s  for h e r s e l f ,  an d  for the w o r l d .



13

T h e r e  w e r e  days of e x a l t a t i o n ,  of e n t h u s i a s m ,  of h o p e ,  of
14s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  and i n e v i t a b l e  terror. H i s t o r y  w a s  in 

the m a k i n g  in a s t a t e  of m i n d  that ". . . e n c o u r a g e d  f a i t h

in p r o g r e s s  a n d  c o n v i n c e d  a n u m b e r  of F r e n c h m e n  that it was 

t h e i r  t a s k  to f u l f i l l  h u m a n i t y ' s  law, to e n d e a v o r  to i n ­

c r e a s e  the s u m  of l i b e r t y ,  r e l a t i v e  e q u a l i t y ,  ' e n l i g h t e n ­

ment' an d  h a p p i n e s s  in the w o r l d .

The n u m b e r  of s u c h  F r e n c h m e n  w a s  large a n d  the e x ­

p e r i m e n t  w o r t h  t r y i n g .  The s e a r c h  for a l a r g e l y  r e p r e s e n t a ­

tive g o v e r n m e n t  an d  an e q u a l l y  s h a r e d  s o c i a l  o r d e r  was p r o ­

m o t e d  by the p o s s i b i l i t y  of f o r m u l a t i n g  a n d  a d o p t i n g  a C o n ­

s t i t u t i o n .  F o r m u l a s  a l o n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  not e n o u g h .  A 

m o r e  c o n c r e t e  p r o g r a m  is i n d i s p e n s a b l e  if one w a n t s  the w h o l e  

s t r e a m  of e n e r g y  an d  p a s s i o n a t e  talk not to d e g e n e r a t e  into 

i n e x c u s a b l e  o p p r e s s i o n . ^  R e v o l u t i o n  m u s t  go a h e a d ,  w i t h  

n e w  d a i l y  v i c t o r i e s  o f f e r e d  to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b a n q u e t  in 

o r d e r  not to r i s k  the c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  m a s s e s  m a d d e n e d  by 

the d e c a y  of t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  In F r a n c e ,  t h e s e  e x p e c t a ­

t ions w e r e  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  in the l o w e r  c l a s s e s ;  ". . . the

r ural p o p u l a t i o n ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  c o n t i n u e d  to h o l d  s u p e r ­

s t i t i o u s  b e l i e f s  c o n c e r n i n g  s o r c e r y  a n d  the c o m i n g  of the 

m i l l e n n i u m .  Th e  p o w e r  of m a g i c  w a s  s t i l l  s t r o n g ,  and . . . 

in a h u n d r e d  w a y s ,  the i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  h a d  lain d o r m a n t

b e n e a t h  feudal, d e s p o t i c  and c o r p o r a t e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  was
17a w a k e n i n g  to i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  and d r e a m i n g  of f r e e d o m . "
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The F r e n c h  d r e a m e r  wa s  h o p i n g  for a m i r a c u l o u s

c h a n g e  In m a n ' s  fate, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  d r e a m e r s  s c a t -
1 8t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the c o u n t r y  a n d  e v e n  a b r o a d .  His i m a g ­

i n a r y  v i s i o n ,  w i t h  all its d e v o t i o n  to the E n l i g h t e n m e n t ,

did not t r u s t  the h u m a n  i n t e l l e c t .  His h e a r t  wa s  l e a n i n g
19t o w a r d s  s o m e t h i n g  s i m p l e r  a n d  m o r e  s e n s i t i v e .  He felt at

h o m e  w i t h  t h e  m y s t i c  i d e n t i t y  of the g e n e r a l  w i l l ,  fully
T Ia b s o r b e d  in b u i l d i n g  the R e p u b l i c  of V i r t u e .  All p r e v i o u s  

a u t h o r i t y  c e a s e d  to be a k i n d  of p r o j e c t i o n  of the i n d i ­

v i d u a l ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a n d  the R e v o l u t i o n  wa s  set up to s u b ­

s t i t u t e  for the e x i s t i n g  C h u r c h ,  w i t h  its o w n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

r i t u a l  and its t r i n i t y ,  n a m e d  " f r a t e r n i t y - e q u a 1i t y - 1 i b e r t y ." 

It wa s  the e x p r e s s i o n  of a d e e p  faith, the a c t i v e  r e l i g i o n  

of lji p a t  r i e , the c o n f i d e n t  f a i t h  in r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s a l v a ­

tion, a n e w  h e a v e n  no t  up t h e r e  in G o d ' s  p r e s e n c e ,  but dow n  

h e r e  on earth.

The f u r t h e r i n g  of free w i l l  d e v e l o p e d  into an i n d i ­

v i d u a l i s m  w h i c h  r e a f f i r m e d  i n d i v i d u a l  d i g n i t y  an d  i n d i v i d u a l  

i n i t i a t i v e .  In its n e w  form, it s y m b o l i z e d  "the E u r o p e a n ' s  

i m p u l s e  to s u r m o u n t  all o b s t a c l e s  a n d  c o n q u e r  the w o r l d ,  to

m a s t e r  n a t u r e  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  an d  i n v e n t i o n ,  an d  u l t i m -
20at e l y ,  to c o n t r o l  his c o n d u c t ,  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s o c i e t y . "

T h i s  was to be the i d e a l  of a n e w l y  b o r n  c l a s s ,  the b o u r g e o i ­

s i e , an d  it c a s t  an i r r e s i s t i b l e  s p e l l  u p o n  the i m a g i n a t i o n  

of the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a l l  o v e r  E u r o p e .  It was, to 

q u o t e  M a l r a u x ,  ". . . an i m p e t u s  w h i c h  g u i d e d  all the
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n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  an d  w h i c h  can o n l y  be c o m p a r e d  to a

r e l i g i o n  by v i r t u e  of its p o w e r  an d  i m p o r t a n c e . "  (JE 138)

"We h a v e  F i n i s h e d  the n o v e l  of R e v o l u t i o n .  Now, we

m u s t  b e g i n  its h i s t o r y , "  s a i d  N a p o l e o n ,  the a r c h - a d v e n t u r e r

that b e c a m e  the m o s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l e a d e r  of the b o u r g e o i s  
2 1s p i r i t .  The l y r i c a l  i l l u s i o n  had c o n s u m e d  i t s e l f ;  the

a p o c a l y p s e  h a d  to be o r g a n i z e d .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i d e a s  

p r a c t i c a l l y  w e r e  d e g r a d e d ,  u n d e r  the h e e l  of the E m p e r o r ,  

i n t o  the m o s t  u n i d e a l i s t i c  of m o t i v e s ,  the " r a i s o n  d ' e t a t . "

The t r a i t s  of the w a r r i o r s  an d  k n i g h t s ,  the d e v o t i o n  

an d  the u n s e l f i s h n e s s  of the m i s s i o n a r y  p r i e s t s  that c h a r a c ­

t e r i z e d  the f i g h t e r s  for t h e ’R e p u b l i c  of V i r t u e ' w e r e  r e ­

p l a c e d  by the t a s t e  for a d v e n t u r e  a n d  risk, e n t e r p r i s e  an d

c o m p e t i t i o n  on b e h a l f  of the n e w  s p i r i t ,  " t h e  icy w a t e r s  of
2 2e g o t i s t i c  c a l c u l a t i o n s . "  One m u s t  w i n  at all cost, e v e n

23if on e  has to ch e a t ,  e v e n  if m e n  are t r e a t e d  as tools.

The n e w  b e l i e f  p r o d u c e d  an e n o r m o u s  s p e c t a c l e  of a c t i o n .  

N a p o l e o n ,  the s y m b o l i c  f i g u r e  of the time, w a s  l o o k e d  u p o n  

as an idol, e v i l  m a y b e ,  but m a r c h i n g  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e ,  an 

e p i c  m a r c h  of g i a n t s  that left i n d e l i b l e  m a r k s  on the i m a g ­

i n a t i o n s  o f  the s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s . 24
2 5T h e  R o m a n t i c  a g e - - i n  its l i t e r a t u r e ,  art, t h o u g h t  

and p o l i t i c s - - i s  the c o n c r e t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of this i n ­

d e l i b l e  s t a m p ,  of this n e w  m o r a l  an d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a t t i ­

tud e  that s e e m e d  to c a r e s s  i n d i v i d u a l  f a n c y  an d  to c h e r i s h  

the o u t b u r s t s  of e a c h  m a n ' s  h e a r t  in his e f f o r t  to be
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u n i q u e ,  to e x p r e s s  his o w n  v i s i o n  of the w o r l d ,  to e m e r g e  

as a s p i r i t  of p r o t e s t — o u t  of an o r d e r l y  w o r l d  of b o u r g e o i s  

life. F a r  f r o m  b e i n g  r e a l i s t i c ,  the n e w  a t t i t u d e  h a d  m a n y  

i d e a l i s t i c  f e a t u r e s .  A d e s i r e  for u n i q u e n e s s  b r o u g h t  to the 

f ore the p o s s i b i l i t y  of two m o r a l i t i e s ,  one for the u n i n ­

s p i r e d  m a s s e s ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  o n e  for the ' e l ite.' M a n y

F r e n c h  w r i t e r s  t h o u g h t  of t h e m s e l v e s  as p r i v i l e g e d  and as
2 ̂

e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  a s o c i a l  a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n  m i s s i o n .

The p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  the m u l t i t u d e s ,  the m a s s e s ,  

a r e  M i c h e l e t ' s  a n o n y m o u s  an d  v o i c e l e s s  c r o w d s  that h i s t o r y  

o f t e n t i m e s  n e g l e c t s  u n d u l y .  An d  yet, t h e y  h ave a v o i c e ;  

they h a v e  a b e a t i n g  h e a r t .  T h i s  m u l t i t u d e  was a b a n d o n e d  

o n c e  a g a i n  a f t e r  1850; but d u r i n g  the p r e c e d i n g  r e v o l u t i o n ­

ary d a y s  of 1 8 3 0  (and e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  of 18 4 8 ) ,  this m a s s  

ha d  m a d e  its c l a i m  c l e a r - - t h e y  w e r e  the raw m a t e r i a l  for 

f u t u r e  h i s t o r i c a l  m o v e m e n t s .  Th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  as a s i n g l e  

e n t i t y ,  s e e m e d  u n a b l e  to do a n y t h i n g  a l o n e .  O n l y  the m a s s e s  

c o u l d  f r o m  n o w  on m o v e  m o u n t a i n s .  The " F r e d e r i c k ' s "  ran

t h r o u g h  the s t r e e t s  of P a r i s  in a s t a t e  of e x u l t a t i o n  "as
2 7t h o u g h  the h e a r t  of all m a n k i n d  b e a t  in t h e i r  c h e s t . "

So did m a n y  o t h e r s  all o v e r  E u r o p e ,  but they lost. The i n ­

d i v i d u a l i s t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of B a l z a c  w e r e  to be r e p l a c e d  

by the e p i c  m a r c h e s  of the r i s i n g  m a s s e s  in Z o l a ' s  w o r l d ,

w h e r e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  a b s o r b e d  by the u n k n o w n ,  the
2 8d i s c o r d a n t ,  the u n p r e d i c t a b l e  crowd.
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T h o s e  w h o  f o u n d  the ai r  s t i f l i n g  d i s c o v e r e d  r e f u g e  

in t u r n i n g  b a c k  to the p a s t  a n d  to the e x o t i c ,  in a v o y a g e  

t h r o u g h  time an d  s p a c e ,  in the c u l t i v a t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  

r e m o t e n e s s — l i k e  B a u d e l a i r e ' s  d a n d y i s m — a l w a y s  in s e a r c h  of 

t he new, of the u n k n o w n .  W h a t e v e r  the d i r e c t i o n  of the e s ­

cape, the r e s u l t s  p r o d u c e d  an i n t e n s e  f e e l i n g  of f r e e d o m .

Th e  m a s s i v e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

d u r i n g  the d a y s  of the P a r i s  C o m m u n e ,  ha d  s h a k e n  o n e ' s  c o n ­

f i d e n c e  in an e s s e n t i a l l y  s t a b l e  w o r l d  in w h i c h  b o t h  h u m a n  

v a l u e s  an d  p h y s i c a l  m a t t e r  c o u l d  h a v e  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  a b s o l u t e  

c h a r a c t e r .  N e w  v a l u e s  cam e  to the. fore, the w i l l ,  the p o w e r ,  

the u n l e a s h i n g  of i r r a t i o n a l  f o r c e s ,  the n a t u r a l  i n s t i n c t  for 

a free, f u l l e r  life c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by u n r e s t r a i n e d  h a p p i n e s s .  

H o s t  of t h e s e  v a l u e s  in t h e i r  e x t r e m e  for m  b o r d e r e d  on a 

t o t a l  a b a n d o n m e n t  of r e a s o n .  S o c i e t y  and m a n  w e r e  b r o u g h t  

to the fore in a n e w  l i g h t  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n f r o n t e d  each 

o t h e r .  T h r e e  m i n d s  c o n t r i b u t e d  f o r m i d a b l y  to the m a k i n g  of 

the W e s t e r n  Z e i t g e i s  t , the s p i r i t  of the age, in the first

h a l f  of the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y :  M arx, N i e t z s c h e ,  and
29Dos t o l e v s k y .

S i n c e  1917, a n e w  e l e m e n t  wa s  a d d e d  to the i d e o l o g ­

i c a l  i n f l u e n c e s  of the g r e a t  t h i n k e r s ;  it w a s  v i o l e n c e ,  

w h i c h  p a s s e d  f r o m  the t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l  to the p r a c t i c a l  

o n e  t h r o u g h  the a c t i o n s  of a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  n u m b e r  of 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  w h o s e  l e a d e r ,  V. I. L e n i n ,  

o p e n e d  a n e w  e r a  in the w o r l d ’s h i s t o r y .  F i n d i n g  h i m s e l f
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w i t h  a c o u n t r y  to r e o r g a n i z e  a n d  to g o v e r n ,  L e n i n  had to

act. He did, f o r c e f u l l y ,  v i o l e n t l y ,  as he p r e a c h e d ,  "by

c o n c e n t r a t i n g  all r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n

a g a i n s t  the ( b o u r g e o i s ]  S t a t e  p o w e r ,  and by r e g a r d i n g  the

p r o b l e m  as not one of p e r f e c t i n g  the m a c h i n e r y  of the S t a t e ,
30b ut of b r e a k i n g  it up an d  a n n i h i l a t i n g  it." T his is the

i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of the v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n .  For L e n i n ,  the

w h o l e  root of M a r x ' s  t e a c h i n g s  lie . . in the n e c e s s i t y

of s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  f o s t e r i n g  a m o n g  the m a s s e s  this and o nly
31this p o i n t  of v i e w  a b o u t  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n .  . . ."

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  " . . .  a M a r x i s t  is one w h o  e x t e n d s  the a c ­

c e p t a n c e  of c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  to be the a c c e p t a n c e  of the
3 2d i c t a t o r s h i p  of the p r o l e t a r i a t . "

T h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of the h i s t o r i c a l  n e c e s s i t y ,  a n d  a 

s e c o n d  a c c e p t a n c e  of a n o t h e r  n e c e s s i t y  of a p r a c t i c a l  n a ­

ture, v i o l e n c e ,  b r o u g h t  L e n i n  to d e c l a r e  that, "We w a n t  the 

S o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  h u m a n  n a t u r e  as it is now, w i t h

h u m a n  n a t u r e  that c a n n o t  do w i t h o u t  s u b o r d i n a t i o n ,  c o n t r o l
3 3and ' m a n a g e r s . ' "

It s e e m e d  that n o t h i n g  w a s  left any m o r e  for the 

i n d i v i d u a l  in o u r  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  but s u b m i s s i o n  to the 

n e w  f a t a l i s t i c  m a r c h .  S t a l i n i s m ,  as we h a v e  k n o w n  it, or 

l i v e d  it, is o n l y  one f r i g h t e n i n g  m o d e l  for it.

Was E u r o p e  g o i n g  to s u r v i v e  no w  that the r o l e  of 

the i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  r e n d e r e d  to the m a s s e s ,  a n d  o f t e n t i m e s  

to the m a s s e s  s h a p e d  by M a r x  and L e n i n ?  O n e  f i g u r e  t h e r e
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s t o o d  to c o n f r o n t  t h e s e  m a s s e s  and t h e i r  m a s s i v e  w a v e s :  

the u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  i n d i v i d u a l  of F. N i e t z s c h e ,  w i t h  his 

n e g a t i o n  of p e r m a n e n t  laws a n d  his i n s i s t e n c e  on ou r  role 

as fre e  a c t o r s .  N i e t z s c h e ' s  " w a n t "  as the f u n d a m e n t a l  a t ­

t i t u d e  of h u m a n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  his " w i l l  to p o w e r "  as the 

free e x p r e s s i o n  of a r e s t l e s s  e n e r g y ,  a n d  his h a t e  for 

e v e r y t h i n g  f i n i s h e d ,  c o m p l e t e d ,  c o n t e n t e d ,  " d e a d "  as all 

g o d s  are, r e p r e s e n t e d  "a l i v i n g  p h i l o s o p h y  w h i c h  m i g h t  a c ­

t i v e l y  a f f e c t  o u r  e x i s t e n c e  and w h i c h  b r a v e l y  a f f i r m s  life
34in s p i t e  of its p a i n  and e v i l . "

" O u r  e x i s t e n c e , "  d e f e n s e  and a f f i r m a t i o n  of life 

i t s e l f ,  p u t s  m a n ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  fate at the c e n t e r .  O n c e  the 

s e a r c h  for t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  v a l u e s  an d  t r u t h s  is a b a n d o n e d ,  

N i e t z s c h e  t h o u g h t  that the n e e d  for e a c h  of us to i m p o s e  

m e a n i n g  u p o n  the c h a o s  of l i f e  b e c o m e s  i m p e r a t i v e .  Thi s 

i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t - - a  r i g h t  for h i m - - m a k e s  e a c h  s i n g l e  m a n  a 

c r e a t o r  of v a l u e s ;  s o l i d a r i t y  doe s  not s e r v e  any p u r p o s e ,  

an d  to be s o l i t a r y  m e a n s  to be free, i n d e p e n d e n t  an d  p o t e n ­

t i a l l y  great.

T h a t  m a n  s h o u l d  be the c r e a t o r  of all v a l u e s  is a 

f e a t u r e  of D o s t o i e v s k y ' s  h e r o e s .  R a s k o l n i k o v  w a n t e d  to b e ­

l ong to an e l i t e  c J a s s  of m e n  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to be a law 

t h e m s e l v e s  in a G o d l e s s  u n i v e r s  and to f o r c e  the h e r d  to 

obey; his w i l l  wa s  to be a h o m e l e s s  a d v e n t u r e r .  S u c h  an 

a t t i t u d e  r e q u i r e s  t otal r e j e c t i o n  of any t h o u g h t  of c a p i t ­

u l a t i o n ,  no m a t t e r  h o w  d i f f i c u l t  the t r i a l s  that one has to
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e n d u r e  ma y  be. Any w e a k n e s s  is b e t r a y a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the 

loss of life t h r o u g h  s u i c i d e .  On e  c o u l d  not h e l p  f e e l i n g  

that h i s t o r y  w a s  g o i n g  to be a r i s k y  road, a n d  that W e s t e r n  

m a n  h a d  r e a c h e d  a d a n g e r o u s  s t a g e  in his e v o l u t i o n .

I n d e e d ,  it wa s  a d a n g e r o u s  w o r l d .  The s u c c e s s f u l
35r e v o l u t i o n  of O c t o b e r ,  1917, the g r e a t  u p h e a v a l s  of the 

a f t e r w a r ,  the G e r m a n y  s h a k e n  by u p r i s i n g s  an d  t u r m o i l  and 

the m o n s t r o s i t i e s  of the H u n g a r i a n  r e v o l t  k e p t  the y o u n g  

g e n e r a t i o n  that had m i s s e d  the c o m b a t  in a s t a t e  of u n e a s i ­

ness. Th e  v e r y  m o r n i n g  of the a r m i s t i c e ,  the w o r l d  w a s  in 

d a n g e r  ag a i n .  G e r m a n y  was f o u n d  g u i l t y  and p u n i s h e d  s e v e r e ­

ly; she w a s  e n c i r c l e d ,  w e a k e n e d  w i t h  F r a n c e  s t a n d i n g  g u a r d  

w i t h  the l a r g e s t  army in E u r o p e .  On the East, r e v o l u t i o n  

In G e r m a n y  c o n v i n c e d  L e n i n  that the time w a s  r ipe to s p r e a d  

h i s  f o r m  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m u n i s m  w e s t w a r d  a c r o s s  E u r o p e . 

J a p a n  w a s  a l l o w e d  to r e t a i n  C h i n e s e  t e r r i t o r y ,  and a w e a k  

C h i n a  f a c i l i t a t e d  the p e n e t r a t i o n  and the r u l e  of the 

E u r o p e a n  m o n o p o l i e s .  It a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  the s e c r e t  i n t e r ­

v e n t i o n  of S o v i e t  R u s s i a  (Cant o n ,  1925; S h a n g h a i ,  1927). 

R e s e n t m e n t ,  w o u n d e d  n a t i o n a l  h o n o r ,  o p p r e s s i o n  and v i n d i c ­

t i v e n e s s  w e r e  s o w i n g  the s e e d s  of t r o u b l e  for the n e x t  g e n ­

e r a t i o n .

In 1922, the f i r s t  F a s c i s t  r e g i m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t ­

s e l f  c o m f o r t a b l y  in Italy. In 1923, F r a n c e  r e o c c u p i e d  the 

Ruhr, a n d  o n e  y e a r  l a t e r  w e n t  int o  d e c l i n e  w i t h  the d a n g e r  

of a t o t a l  f i n a n c i a l  c o l l a p s e .  In G e n e v a  the p r o t o c o l  of
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S e c u r i t y  w a s  r e j e c t e d .  The w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s  w e r e  r e s e n t i n g  

the e c o n o m i c  d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  the S o v i e t  U n i o n  wa s  b e i n g  t r a n s ­

f o r m e d  into a l a r g e  c l o s e d  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  G e r m a n y  w a s  p r o d u c ­

ing w e a p o n s  s e c r e t l y .  It wa s  the E u r o p e  of a r m a m e n t s ,  

l e g i o n s ,  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  a n n e x a t i o n s  a n d  i n d e m n i t i e s  in 

a w o r l d  k e p t  t o g e t h e r  by b l o o d  an d  iron, the E u r o p e  of 

h a r s h  w o r d s  an d  c r u e l  p h i l o s o p h y  as W o o d r o w  W i l s o n  d e f i n e d  

it .

B . T h e  M e t a p h y s i c a l  A p p r o a c h

T h e  p o s t - w a r  s t a t e  of m i n d  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 

P a u l  V a l e r y  in 1919- It w a s  an i n d i c t m e n t  o f  al l  that h a d  

b e e n  d e a r e s t  to E u r o p e a n s '  h e a r t s - - c u l t u r e , s c i e n c e ,  i d e a l ­

ism, f a i t h ,  s k e p t i c i s m ,  g r e e d  and r e n u n c i a t i o n .  S t i l l  w o r s e ,  

all that w a s  left w a s  a H a m l e t  m e d i t a t i n g  on the life and 

d e a t h  of trut h s .  W h a t  w a s  to be d o n e ?  To s t a r t  a n e w  and 

set up an order, or to p l u n g e  i nto a b s o l u t e  d i s o r d e r ?  A f t e r  

all, w h e r e i n  lies the d i f f e r e n c e  s i n c e  at the end we s h a l l  

s e e  " t h e  m i r a c l e  of an a n i m a l  s o c i e t y ,  a p e r f e c t  and tid y  

t e r m i t e  w o r l d . " ̂

F or as l o n g  as the w a r  h a d  not e x p l o d e d  , the p r e ­

v a i l i n g  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o p t i m i s m  had m a d e  it p o s s i b l e  

for l i t e r a t u r e  and p h i l o s o p h y  to e n j o y  t h e i r  " a p a r t h e i d , "  

t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  i s o l a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  of the i d e a s  

of the t i m e  as w e l l .  W a r  c h a n g e d  e v e r y t h i n g ;  the u r g e n c y  

of the p r e s e n t  p r e v a i l e d  o v e r  the a p p e a l  of e t e r n i t y .
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T h e r e  w a s  no s o u n d  m i n d  w h i c h  di d  no t  f e a r  the v o i c e s  of a 

w o r l d  that h a d  gon e  mad. S o c i e t y  a n d  the p o l i t i c s  of the 

s o c i e t y  p r e s s u r e d  e v e r y o n e  for an a n s w e r  and d e m a n d e d  a 

so 1 ut i o n .

Th e  old felt i l l - a t - e a s e  an d  do not k n o w  w h a t  to do 
in a w o r l d  tha t  w a s  not t h e i r  o w n  and w h i c h  did not 
a c c e p t  them. T h e  y o u n g  w e r e  e i t h e r  d e s p e r a t e  and 
e x a l t e d ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  or c r i t i c a l  . . . w i t h  c h a n g i n g
c o n v i c t i o n s ,  g o i n g  f r o m  on e  a b s o l u t e  to a n o t h e r  . . . ̂

s a i d  a s a g e  of t h e  days, B e r n a r d  G r o e t h u y s e n .  W h e n  the

a n s w e r  is gi v e n ,  the t o n e  is b r i s k  and b r u s k ;  the v o i c e  is

p i e r c i n g  and p a t h e t i c  as it w a n t s  to d i s g o r g e  the p a i n f u l

s u f f e r i n g s  of th e  h e a r t ,  the d i s t r e s s  of s o m e o n e  wh o  ha s

los t  his self.

T h e  m a s s i v e  w a r  m o v e m e n t s  t o o k  a w a y  the d i s t i n c t i v e ­

n e s s  f r o m  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ;  the l a t t e r  l e a r n e d  to t h i n k  en 

m a s  s e a n d  as a mass. O n c e  d e m o b i l i z e d ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o u n d  

it h a r d  to t h i n k  f r e e l y  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  as t hey r e l i e d  on 

the c o u r s e  of h i s t o r y ,  on h i s t o r i c a l  m o v e m e n t s  and o b j e c t i v e s  

w h i c h ,  it w a s  h o p e d ,  w o u l d  s u b s t i t u t e  for t h e i r  lost f aith 

and c o n f i d e n c e  on t h e i r  own f o r c e s .  E v e r y t h i n g  wa s  w o r l d ­

w i d e  an d  u n i v e r s a l ,  as the f e e l i n g  of m a n ' s  s m a l l n e s s  g r e w  

a n d  c o m f o r t a b l y  s e t t l e d  in e a c h  m a n ' s  he a r t .  Th e  i n d i v i d u a l  

w a s  no l o n g e r  the o b j e c t  of love; he w a s  r a t h e r  a p a s s i n g  

an d  e p h e m e r a l  c r e a t u r e .

W h a t  wa s  left w a s  the s u r r o u n d i n g  r e a l i t y ,  to w h i c h  

on e  h a d  to g i v e  the u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e .  S q u a r e l y  p l a c e d  in 

this r e a l i t y ,  m a n  f o u n d  the u n i f o r m i t y  u n b e a r a b l e .  A n e w
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f e e l i n g  w a s  b o r n  in h i m - - t h e  n e e d  to d i s t i n g u i s h  h i m s e l f ,  

to e s t a b l i s h  a h i e r a r c h y  a m o n g  all t h i n g s  of the s ame o r d e r .  

F or t h o s e  w h o  h a d  lost f a i t h  in the p ast o r d e r s  an d  sa w  no 

h o p e  of f i n d i n g  a n e w  idol to w o r s h i p ,  that s i t u a t i o n  b e ­

c a m e  a p e r p l e x i n g  q u e s t i o n .  A l l  s e e m e d  to be m o v e d  by s o m e  

u n e x p l a i n a b l e ,  a b s u r d  f o r c e s ,  a t h o u g h t  w h i c h  r e i n f o r c e d  the 

f e e l i n g  of l i f e ' s  f u t i l i t y .  E v e n  to s t r u g g l e  s e e m e d  to be 

s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  an a b s u r d i t y  si n c e ,  in the hea t  of that 

s t r u g g l e ,  o n e  felt tha t  life wa s  r e a l l y  d o m i n a t e d  by s o m e ­

t h i n g  that w a s  not o n e s e l f ,  by s o m e t h i n g  that kep t  r e m i n d i n g  

on e  of the c e r t i t u d e  of that f u t i l i t y .  A n d  yet, to e s c a p e  

that w o r l d ,  to l i v e  a l o n e ,  d o e s  not r e s o l v e  the p r o b l e m ;  

" d e a t h  is t h e r e  . . .  as t h e  i r r e f u t a b l e  p r o o f  of the a b ­

s u r d i t y  of l i f e . "  (VR 107) T h e  p r o b l e m  b e c o m e s  e v e n  m o r e  

a c u t e  as the p h y s i c a l  f o r c e s  of r e s i s t a n c e  d e c r e a s e  a n d  the 

w e i g h t  of age an d  i l l n e s s  p r e s s  h a r d  w i t h  the tim e  and d e ­

v e l o p  l i k e  a c a n c e r ;  the p a t i e n t  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  his c o n d i t i o n  

is t e r m i n a l .  T ime, the a t r o c i o u s  en e m y ,  b e c o m e s  the f e l l o w  

t r a v e l e r  of m a n ' s  fate. T r a p p e d  in t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  " m a n ' s  

f r e e d o m  is but the k n o w l e d g e  and the m a n i p u l a t i o n  of his

f a t e . "  (TM 133) A n s w e r i n g  L e o n  T r o t s k y ,  M a l r a u x  w r o t e :
3 8"All G a r i n e ’s l ife is a d e n u n c i a t i o n  of m a n ’s f a t e . "

To d e n o u n c e  m a n ' s  fate, is to m a k e  an e f f o r t  to e s ­

cape it, to fre e  o n e s e l f  f r o m  it, to b e c o m e  I n d e p e n d e n t  and 

p e r m a n e n t ,  to g e n e r a t e  the i l l u s i o n  of b e i n g  a god. T h e  

a b s u r d i t y  of m a n ' s  fate t u r n s  out to be, t h e r e f o r e ,  the
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c o n d i t i o n  for m a n ' s  l i b e r a t i o n  from t h a t  s a m e  a b s u r d  fate.

T h e  r e a s o n s  for this a l l - e m b r a c i n g  a t t i t u d e  a r e  

n o t  to be f o u n d  o u t s i d e ,  in the s o c i e t y  or in the p s y c h o ­

l o g i c a l  c o m p l e x e s  of an i n d i v i d u a l ;  Lhey are m u c h  d e e p e r ,  

w i d e r  and u n i v e r s a l ;  they a r e  m e t a p h y s i c a l .  I n t e r v e n i n g  in 

a d e b a t e  on G i d e ' s  w o r k ,  M a l r a u x  s p e c i f i e d  that, "it is a 

q u e s t i o n  of o n e  of the g r e a t e s t  p r o b l e m s  for man: W h a t  can

the h u m a n  m i n d  do a g a i n s t  d e a t h ?  . . . G i d e  wa s  f o r c e d  to

p o s e  the p r o b l e m  on the p l a n e  of the p a r t i c u l a r ,  w i t h  a l m o s t
39no m e t a p h y s i c a l  a p p e a l  or h e l p . "  E a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o g ­

n i z e s  the u n i q u e  c h a r a c t e r  of life"; o n l y  one life, o n l y  

one l i f e , "  s c r e a m s  G a r i n e .  (C 38) C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  n o t h i n g  

c o u l d  be m o r e  p r e c i o u s  than the u n i q u e n e s s  of that life, and 

n o t h i n g  c o u l d  be m o r e  d i s a s t r o u s  than its w a s t e ;  t h e r e  is a 

t e n s i o n  o r i g i n a t e d  by an e v e r p r e s e n t  fear of w a s t e .

T h e  u n i q u e n e s s  a n d  the i n e v i t a b l e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  of 

t hat l i f e  g i v e s  to e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  life its p r o f o u n d l y  

i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r ;  " t h e r e  is no d e a t h ,  w i l l  say P e r k e n ,  

t h e r e  is I, o n l y  I, w h o  is g o i n g  to d i e . "  (VR 182) W h a t  

s h o u l d  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  do w i t h  his o w n  u n i q u e  l i f e ?  Th e 

a w a r e n e s s  of m a n ' s  c o n d i t i o n  b r i n g s  a b o u t  the u r g e  to g i v e  

s o m e  p o s s i b l e  m e a n i n g  to that life, as a f o r m  of f r e e d o m ,  

as an a t t e m p t  to f u l l y  p o s s e s s  o n e s e l f  t h r o u g h  a c o n s c i o u s  

m a n i p u l a t i o n  of o n e ' s  o w n  life. T h a t  a t t e m p t  in M a l r a u x  

h a s  o f t e n  t a k e n  the f o r m  of s o l i d a r i t y  and has e x p r e s s e d  

i t s e l f  t h r o u g h  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  by m a k i n g  it
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m e a n i n g f u l  to m a n ’s life. G a B t o n  P i c o n  w r i t e s :

. . . the s t r u g g l e  of m a n  is a l w a y s  s i l h o u e t t e d
a g a i n s t  the b a c k d r o p  of the C o s m o s ,  b e c a u s e  M a l r a u x  
i m a g i n e s  the t h u n d e r  of b o m b s  r e a c h i n g  out to the 
v e r y  s t a r s ,  b e c a u s e  g e o l o g i c a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e  is the 
d e c o r  of the h u m a n  dra m a .  But far f r o m  o b l i t e r a t i n g  
the s t r u g g l e s  of man, c o s m i c  e t e r n i t y  m a k e s  it 
g r e a t e r :  this s t r u g g l e  is a w o r t h y  a d v e r s a r y / ®

Al l  of M a l r a u x ' s  w o r k  s h o w s  that the p h y s i c a l  or the s o c i a l  

a s p e c t  of the p a r t i c u l a r  is not s u f f i c i e n t ;  m a n  w a n t s  to 

d e e p e n  hi s  q u e s t  f a r t h e r ,  to e n l a r g e  h i s  v i s i o n  of the 

w o r l d .  M a l r a u x ' s  w o r k  c o n f r o n t s  the u n i v e r s e  a n d  w h a t  

m i g h t  be b e y o n d  it. His s e a r c h  t akes on a m e t a p h y s i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r ,  free f r o m  the t r a d i t i o n a l  i m a g e  of man. He uses 

his s t r e n g t h  to d i r e c t  his o w n  q u e s t  t o w a r d s  his o w n  s a l v a ­

tion, an a t t i t u d e  that l a t e r  on w i l l  p r o v i d e  the t e n e t s  of 

e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .  H e r e  lies a l s o  the o r i g i n a l i t y  of the y o u n g  

M a l r a u x ;  he u n i t e s  " t h e  i d e a  of the h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n  with, 

fi r s t ,  the i d e a  of the s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y ,  t r a g i c  in

its I n e v i t a b l e  f a i l u r e  but m a n ' s  onl y  w a y  of a f f i r m i n g  h i m -
41s e l f  and, s e c o n d l y ,  t h e  idea of the a b s u r d . "  W r i t e s

R. M. A l b e r e s :

M a l r a u x ' s  i n s p i r a t i o n  is a r a r e  t h i n g  in F r a n c e :  
m e t a p h y s i c a l  an d  not p s y c h o l o g i c a l .  For h i m  the 
f l a w  is to b e  f o u n d  not in the e r r o r s  of m e n ' s  w ays, 
b u t  in t h e i r  v e r y  ' c o n d i t i o n ' ;  that is to say, in 
the s i t u a t i o n  that is t h e i r s  on ea r t h ,  in this life 
an d  this u n i v e r s e .

M a l r a u x  p r o p o s e s  a full r e l i a n c e  on s e l f - a f f i r m a t i o n  

a n d  e n e r g e t i c  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to p u r s u e  the s t r u g g l e ,  to s a v e  

t he m o r t a l  f i g h t e r  f r o m  w h a t e v e r  " i m p o s e s  on m a n  an a w a r e ­

n e s s  of h i s  f a t e , "  (VS 628) to h e l p  h i m  " e s c a p e  f r o m  his
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f u n d a m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the g o d s  and w i t h  d e s t i n y , "

(MD 61) a n d  to " m a k e  m a n  the d i v i n e  p a r t  of m a n , "  (MD 80)

t h a t  s e l f - a f f i r m a t i o n  is a w i l l i n g n e s s  to e x p e r i e n c e  lif e

in full. It is a n e e d  to i m p a r t  a n e w  s e n s e  to m a n ' s

e x i s t e n c e  in a w o r l d  w h e r e  t h e  d e a t h  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  and

the f a i l u r e  of W e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  h a v e  left m a n  b e r e f t  of
4 3an y  f u n d a m e n t a l  val u e .

T h e  s p i r i t  of n i h i l i s m  that w a s  p r e d o m i n a n t  in

E u r o p e  a f t e r  W o r l d  Wa r  I was c o u p l e d  w i t h  a f e v e r i s h  s e a r c h

for the new. In F r a n c e  and a b r o a d ,  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of

t h e s e  y e a r s  w e r e  r e s t l e s s n e s s ,  p r e o c c u p a t i o n ,  s e a r c h ,  and

a s p i r a t i o n .  "It is the d e l u g e ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  all b e g i n s
44a g a i n . "  w r o t e  A n d r e  G i d e .  C u b i s m ,  d a d a i s m  and s u r r e a l i s m

a t t e m p t e d  to p r e s e n t  the p r e v a i l i n g  d i s o r d e r  as f r a g m e n t a r y ,
4 5m e a n i n g l e s s  and p s y c h i c  a u t o m a t i s m .  C o n t r a r y  to the two

p r e c e d i n g  c e n t u r i e s  w h e n  man s t i l l  h o p e d  to find a c o m f o r t ­

a b l e  p l a c e  in the c o s m o s ,  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  m a n  w a s  d e e p l y  

a w a r e  of the i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of s u c h  an a g r e e m e n t .  R e l i g i o n  

an d  r e a s o n  h a d  f a i l e d ;  s c i e n c e  ha d  d e p r i v e d  m a n  of h i s  i n ­

d i s p e n s a b l e  r o l e  as th e  c e n t e r  of the u n i v e r s e ,  a n d  c i v i l i ­

z a t i o n  h a d  s u d d e n l y  a p p e a r e d  to all as m o r t a l .  T h e  h e i r  to 

the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  I n d i v i d u a l i s m  h a d  lost his t h e o l o g ­

i cal d i m e n s i o n ;  he a l o n e  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  for h i m s e l f .  As 

M a l r a u x  p u t s  it, " M a n  c e a s e d  to be o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  the

B e i n g ,  in o r d e r  to be the m a n  o r i e n t a b l e  by i d e a s
46and a c t i o n . "  (VS 4 7 8 - 4 7 9 )  A m a s t e r  of
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H a v i n g  d e s t r o y e d  the c e r t i t u d e  of G o d ' s  e x i s t e n c e  

a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  c o u l d  o p p o s e  m an, the E u r o p e a n  h a s 

r e a c h e d  the e n d  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  that w h a t  l i e s  in f r o n t  of 

h i m  is d e a t h ,  " . . .  a b a r e  h o r izon, . . (TO 204) A n d  yet ,

t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  of t h e  W e s t ,  " t h e  c a l m  r a t h e r  t han the m o v e ­

m e n t  in the d r e a m ,  t h e  s e r e n i t y  . . . the p u r i t y ,  the d i s ­

i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  m i n d s  in th e  a r m s  of e t e r n a l  l i g h t "  (TO 

35) w e r e  not t h e  a n s w e r .  T h e  E u r o p e a n  t h e n  c o n c l u d e d  that 

". . , n o t h i n g  is w o r t h i e r  of p a s s i o n  t h a n  hi s  s u d d e n ,  v i o l e n t ,  

d i s t u r b i n g  a t t e m p t s  to f i n d  a g a i n  th e  lost q u a l i t y . "  (TO 80) 

For c e n t u r i e s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i m p o s e d  on the W e s t e r n  

m a n  the i d e a  of the u n i q u e n e s s  of m a n ,  a n d  hi s  i n d i v i d u a l

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  as it a s k e d  for h i s  s u b m i s s i o n .  T h e  m o d e r n  
48m a n  r e f u s e s ;  h e  a c c e p t s  t h e  a b a n d o n m e n t  to the u n k n o w n  a n d

the u n p r e d i c t a b l e .  E a c h  a g e , h o w e v e r ,  a n a l y z e s  M a l r a u x ,

p o s s e s s e s  a c e r t a i n  h i e r a r c h y  of v a l u e s ,  w h i c h  o r i e n t s  m a n ' s

m i n d s .  O u r  a g e  is s e e n  t h r o u g h  the C h r i s t i a n  g r i d  by us,

the n o n - C h r i s t i a n  m o d e r n s .  It is, t h e r e f o r e ,  i m p e r a t i v e

t h a t  we c r e a t e  o u r  o w n  r e a l i t y .  T h e  m o d e r n  n o t i o n  of ma n

w o u l d  n e v e r  a c c e p t  the s u b o r d i n a t e  r o l e  t h a t  the C h r i s t i a n
49w o r l d  c a l l s  for.

T h e  l o s s  of s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s ,  the l a c k  of a n  o r i e n ­

t a t i o n  t h a t  a b s o r b s  m a n ' s  h e a r t  a n d  f u l f i l l s  h i s  n e e d  for 

f i n d i n g  an a n s w e r  to w h a t  a p p e a r s  to a l l o w  n o n e ,  a n d  the 

r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  v a l u e s  w h i c h  a r e  a m e r e  s u r v i v a l  

of p a s t  o n e s ,  a n n i h i l a t e d  by t h e  w a r ,  l e f t  th e  d o o r  o p e n



27

his ow n  fate, m a n  v i e w e d  the w o r l s  as "the 

d o m a i n  of i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s , "  (TO 92) s u s c e p t i b l e  to 

be a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  a c t i o n .

For M a l r a u x  the i d e a  of a c t i o n  is s t r i c t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  E u r o p e ,  the " p r i v i l e g e d  p l a c e , "  a n d  w i t h  the E u r o p e a n  

man, a u t h o r  of all m i r a c l e s .  It is this E u r o p e a n  m a n  w h o  

f e e l s  the n e e d  to " m e a s u r e  e v e r y t h i n g  a c c o r d i n g  to the 

l e n g t h  an d  i n t e n s i t y  of one h u m a n  life. . . . O n e  s i n g l e

l i f e . "  (TO 65) In an e f f o r t  to m a k e  the b e s t  use of his l i f e ­

time, the E u r o p e a n  a t t e m p t s  to c o n q u e r  time a n d  space. M a l ­

r a u x  w r i t e s ,

To I m p o s e  y o u r s e l f  in a w o r l d  c o m m o n  to e v e r y b o d y  
m e a n s  to d i s t i n g u i s h  y o u r s e l f ,  it m e a n s  to e s t a b ­
l ish a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h i n g s  of the s a m e  
o r d e r .  (TO 108)

It is a f e v e r  for p o w e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  an a r r o g a n c e  of p o w e r  

that t o u c h e s  the E u r o p e a n .  To b e c o m e  a k i n g ,  no t  to be one, 

to f i g h t  for and n e v e r  a t t a i n  the u n r e a c h e a b l e  sky, to 

a c c o m p l i s h  in the rea l  w o r l d  the w i s h e s  of our d r e a m s  an d  

b e c o m e  c o n q u e r o r s  w i t h o u t  t h r o n e s ;  this is the " m a r k  of a 

r a c e  s u b m i t t e d  to the test of a c t i n g  an d  to w h i c h  is p r o m ­

ised, t h a n k s  to that, a m o s t  b l o d d y  d e s t i n y . "  (TO 77) It is 

an a t t e m p t  to s u b m i t  the w o r l d  to m a n ' s  w i l l ,  r a t h e r  tha n  to 

i m m o l a t e  m a n  on the w o r l d ' s  a l t a r .  P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  the o b ­

j e c t  of th e  E u r o p e a n ' s  v i c t o r y  is c o n q u e r e d  w i t h o u t  love.

A f t e r  all, r e t r o a c t i v e l y ,  . . . " d e a t h  w i l l  d e s t r o y  the

m e a n i n g  that the i n d i v i d u a l  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  to f i n d  t e m p o -
4 7r a r i l y  as a p e r s o n  c o m m i t t e d  to a h i s t o r i c a l  a c t i o n . "
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for v i o l e n t ,  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  a c t i o n .  M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,

. . the s u b s t i t u t i o n  of the v a l u e s  of p e r s e v e r ­
ing e n e r g y  for s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  is the v e r y  m a r k  
of o u r  times. By d e s t r o y i n g  t h e s e  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  
we  h a v e  p a v e d  the w a y  for . . . the r e i g n  of force,
a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  of the s t r o n g e s t  k i n d ,  the on e  w h i c h  
e n d u r e s  . . ..50

If we are c a p t i v e s  of ou r  h o p e l e s s  s i t u a t i o n ,  we 

s h o u l d  not a c c e p t  p a s s i v i t y .  " T h e  w h o l e  p r o b l e m  of c a p t i v ­

ity Is to s t o p  b e i n g  p a s s i v e , "  M a l r a u x  t e l l s  us. (TM 6 8 )

T h i s  is as true for the m e t a p h y s i c a l  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n  as it 

is for m a n ' s  s o c i a l  ones. In the m i d s t  of thi s  g l o o m y  

p i c t u r e  t h e r e  is a b r i g h t  s pot w h i c h  m a k e s  life w o r t h  l i v ­

ing. It is m a n ' s  a w a r e n e s s  of his f a t e  an d  his d e t e r m i n a t i o n  

to p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  this fate. Th e  p r o t e s t  is b a s e d  on a 

s o l e m n  a n d  p o s i t i v e  a s s e r t i o n  to o p p o s e  d e a t h  a n d  the r e l a ­

ted s e r v i t u d e s  of m a n ' s  m o r t a l  c o n d i t i o n  as well.

To the d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  of t h e s e  s o l e m n  a f f i r m a t i o n s  

M a l r a u x  d e v o t e d  hi s  w r i t i n g s .  T h e  e v e n t s  are, in a s e n s e ,  

th e  e c h o  of an a p p e a l ,  of a v o i c e  c a l l i n g  to test h u m a n  

g r e a t n e s s  in a d uel a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y .  T h e  s t r u g g l e  a c q u i r e s  

a q u a l i t a t i v e  v a l u e ,  an i n v u l n e r a b l e  one, l ike e q u a l i t y  for 

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  c i t i z e n s h i p  for the R e p u b l i c ,  an d  w o r k  for 

M a r x i s m .  T h r o u g h  this q u a l i t a t i v e  act, M a l r a u x ' s  h e r o e s  

b e c o m e  p o s i t i v e  an d  p r o g r e s s i v e  e l e m e n t s  of s o c i e t y .

W h e t h e r  it is h o s t i l e  n a t u r e ,  f o r e s t ,  i l l n e s s ,  o l d -  

age, or p r i m i t i v e  M o i s ,  r e a c t i o n a r y  c l i q u e s ,  F a s c i s t  g o v ­

e r n m e n t s ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l e ,  w a r  an d  p o v e r t y - - i t  is a l w a y s  

d e s t i n y  a n d  its v a r i e d  f a c e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be f o u g h t  and
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f o r c e d  to u n m a s k .  Th e  h e r o i c  a s p e c t  of the s t r u g g l e  d e ­

r i v e s  f r o m  the fact tha t  it a i m s  at w h a t  e l e v a t e s  m a n  and 

it f i g h t s  a g a i n s t  w h a t  d e b a s e s  him. W i t h  a N i e t z s c h e a n  

c a n d o r ,  M a l r a u x  c o u l d  say,

. e v e n  if the u n i v e r s e  is b l i n d  and e n t i r e l y  
m e a n i n g l e s s  a s t r o n g  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  s t i l l  say " y e s "  
to l i f e  a n d  a f f i r m  it t h r o u g h  his w i l l  to c r e a t e  and 
b r e e d  a h i g h e r  t y p e  of man, for the s a k e  of a h i g h e r  
type of life; all that h e l p s  this a i m  is good, all 
that d e s t r o y s  or I m p e d e s  it is e v i l . ^ l

T h i n k i n g  in the s a m e  v e i n ,  J o s e p h  H o f f m a n  w r o t e ,  . .

M a n ' s  d r a m a  s h o u l d  find a h u m a n  r e s p o n s e ,  i.e., a r e s p o n s e

that is b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by the v e r y  c o n d i t i o n  of a h u m a n  e x i s -
5 2t e n c e , "  a l t h o u g h  it is a " b a t t l e  lost in a d v a n c e  [but]

t h a t  o n e  s h o u l d  d e l i v e r  a n y w a y ,  e v e r y d a y ,  as if o n e  s h o u l d  
53w i n  it."

M a l r a u x ' s  w o r l d  of r e v o l u t i o n  is the h u m a n  r e s p o n s e

to that m a n ' s  dr a m a ,  s u r e  of d e f e a t  an d  yet, f o u g h t  as if

he s h o u l d  w i n  it, by t h o s e  w h o  l i k e  to b e l i e v e  that one is

a b l e ,  a g a i n s t  a l l  o d d s ,  "to s a f e g u a r d  the e x i s t e n c e  of uni -
54v e r s a l  and a u t h e n t i c  v a l u e s . "  T h i s  is a n o t h e r  o r i g i n a l ­

ity of A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,  the o n l y  F r e n c h  w r i t e r  w h o  a f t e r  W o r l d  

W a r  O n e  ha d  m a d e  the p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  an i m p o r t a n t  

s t r u c t u r a l  e l e m e n t  of his l i t e r a r y  c r e a t i o n  ( V i c t o r  S e r g e  

a l s o  f a l l s  in this c a t e g o r y ,  but he w a s  a m i l i t a n t  an d  m e m ­

ber of the C o m m u n i s t  p a r t y ) ,  and yet, as L u c i e n  G o l d m a n n  

r i g h t l y  p o i n t s  out, r e m a i n s  out of the C o m m u n i s t  p a r t y ' s  

s t r u c t u r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
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C . T h e  C o n c e p t  of R e v o l u t i o n

In an e f f o r t  to c o n c e i v e  of the t e r m  " r e v o l u t i o n "  

as an i d e a  that i n c l u d e s  w h a t  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  a s s o c i a ­

ted w i t h ,  or s u g g e s t e d  by it in M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s ,  one s h o u l d  

b e a r  in m i n d  that r e v o l u t i o n  for M a l r a u x  is e s s e n t i a l l y  a 

p e r p e t u a l  r e v i n d i c a t i o n ,  the c o n c r e t e  a s p e c t  of a p e r m a n e n t  

m e t a p h y s i c a l  s e a r c h  for the wa y  to e s c a p e  the ide a  of a b ­

s u r d i t y ,  as w e l l  as the h e l p l e s s n e s s  of m a n ' s  c o n d i t i o n  

f l e e i n g  into the h u m a n e . ^  R e v o l u t i o n  is a h o p e  for r e ­

d e e m i n g  m a n  t h r o u g h  a c o l l e c t i v e  s t r u g g l e  a i m i n g  at b r i n g i n g  

a w o r l d  in w h i c h  he c a n  live. Th e  r e v o l u t i o n  is a f o r m  of 

d e f e n s e ,  w h i c h  has t a k e n  the a s p e c t  of a b r o t h e r l y  c o m m u n i o n  

of h e l p l e s s  p e o p l e  in the s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  a m u l t i - f a c e t e d  

d e s t i n y  that s e e m s  to r u l e  i n v i n c i b l e .  T h e  e v e n t s ,  in 

t h e m s e l v e s ,  ar e  th e  g i v e n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  the n e c e s s a r y  e l e ­

m e n t s  s o u g h t  a f t e r  to be m o l d e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s ,  or o r g a n ­

i zed g r o u p s ,  w h o s e  u r g e  to p r o t e s t  a n d  w h o s e  r e f u s a l  to b o w  

to b l i n d  d e s t i n y  a r e  p a r a m o u n t  in t h e i r  lives. T h e r e f o r e ,  

the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t s  in g e n e r a l ,  an d  t h o s e  of A s i a  

a n d  E u r o p e  c h o s e n  by M a l r a u x  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  s i m p l y  p r o v i d e

the p r o p e r  c l i m a t e  a n d  s c e n e r y  for the g r e a t  h u m a n  d r a m a
 ̂ . 5 6to u n f o l d .

T o r n  a n d  t o r t u r e d  by the o m i n o u s  s p e c t e r  of the 

i n e v i t a b l e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  b r o u g h t  by de a t h ,  M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o ­

l u t i o n a r i e s  d e b a t e  i n t e r m i n a b l y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l
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c l o s e d  w o r l d s  of p o w e r l e s s n e s s .  C o n d e m n e d  to be a l o n e ,  they 

d e n o u n c e  and p r o t e s t ;  they s e a r c h  for a n d  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  

t he s u f f o c a t i n g  a t m o s p h e r e  of e s t r a n g e d  a f f e c t i o n s  a n d  d i ­

v e r t e d  n o r m a l  f u n c t i o n s  that we u s u a l l y  call a l i e n a t i o n .  

D o m i n a t e d  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  by a h o s t i l e  d e s t i n y ,  M a l r a u x ' s  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  p r e p a r e  t h e i r  d e f e n s e  to k e e p  at l e a s t  the 

s e m b l a n c e  of i n d e p e n d e n c e  by c o n s t a n t l y  t e s t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

an d  In so d o i n g ,  m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  to l i v e  w i t h  i n t e n s i t y  a 

life w h o s e  m e a n i n g  ha s  n e v e r  b e e n  r e v e a l e d  to t h e m . ^  As. 

J.-P. S a r t r e  p uts it, it is a q u e s t i o n  of ", . . p l u n g i n g

into the u n k n o w n  act as o n e  w o u l d  in a forest. On e  act.

O n e  a c t  t h a t  c o m m i t s  you, a l t h o u g h  y o u  w i l l  n e v e r  u n d e r s t a n d
5 8it c o m p l e t e l y . "  A n d  yet ,  l i k e  the l e g e n d a r y  R o l a n d  and 

h i s  f r i e n d s ,  far f rom a c c e p t i n g  the t e r m s  of t h e i r  d e s t i n y ,  

they f i g h t  to b e c o m e  m a s t e r s ,  and, by so d o i n g ,  to m a k e  

t h e i r  l i v e s  a d r a m a  not d i r e c t e d  by f a t e  but by t h e i r  own 

will.
T h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  all o t h e r  s o l u ­

t ions b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  f a i t h  in the p r i v i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n  of 

t h e i r  act as the b e s t  g e s t u r e  of an a f f i r m a t i o n ;  as G a r l n e
5 9sa y s ,  " A l l  that is not R e v o l u t i o n ,  is w o r s e  . . (C 136)

It is a c o m m i t m e n t  c l e a r l y  m a d e  in b e h a l f  of man, an d  

a g a i n s t  the d i f f e r e n t  g o d s ,  a g a i n s t  the d i f f e r e n t  f a c e s  of 

d e s t i n y .  It is a q u e s t i o n  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s p e c i a l  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m o r t a l  m a n  and the u n i v e r s e  c r u s h i n g  him, 

a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the m o r t a l ' s  t e m p o r a r y  p r e s e n c e
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a n d  the p e r m a n e n t  d e s t i n y  w h i c h  d e n i e s  h i m  p e r m a n e n c e .  Th e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  w e l c o m e  the e v e n t  in o r d e r  to d efy it, and 

t h e r e b y  t h e y  h o p e  to b e c o m e  free, to g i v e  a m e a n i n g  to t h e i r  

li v e s ,  to a s s e r t  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  t r a n s c e n d  t h e i r  

p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  As for the p e o p l e  of M a d r i d ,  " t h e r e  wa s  

that n i g h t  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  h o p e ,  as u n c l e a r  as it was u n l i m ­

ited, that n i g h t  w h e n  e a c h  m a n  ha d  s o m e t h i n g  to do on the 

e a r t h ." (E 20)

E a c h  c h a r a c t e r  sees the r e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  his own 

eyes. T h e r e  is a g r e a t  d i v e r s i t y  as if it w e r e  i m p o s s i b l e  

to r e a c h  a u n i q u e  a g r e e m e n t  on a c o m m o n  urge. T h e r e  is an 

a t t i t u d e  of f i x e d  p o s i t i o n s  in s e p a r a t e  c l o s e d  w o r l d s ,  as 

if it w e r e  i m p o s s i b l e  to u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h e r ’s s u f f e r i n g s ,  

as if they c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  h e a r t s  b e a t i n g .  It is 

a w o r l d  of l o n e l i n e s s  w h e r e  s o l i t a r y  s o u l s  s e e m  to i n d u l g e  

f r e e l y  in s o l i l o q u i e s :  I w a n t  S p a i n - - I  w a n t  the c o l l e c t i v i ­

s a t i o n  of f a c t o r i e s  —  I w a n t  a m e a n i n g f u l  w o r k - - I  w a n t  d i g ­

n i t y - - !  w a n t  f r a t e r n i t y  —  I w a n t  the w o r l d  of C h r i s t  to be 

a l i v e  a g a i n - - I  w a n t  a g r e a t  C h i n a - - I  w a n t  the l i b e r a t i o n  of 

the p o o r — I w a n t  Jus t  to die for s o m e t h i n g  w o r t h y - - I  w a n t  a 

f i n a l  v i c t o r y - - F o r  me this is an a c t i o n ,  l i k e  all o t h e r  

a c t i o n s - - a n d  so on. T h e y  all, h o w e v e r ,  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  

t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  by m e a n s  of an a c t i o n  that p r o m i s e s  a 

b e t t e r  lot in l i f e  for t h e i r  f e l l o w  m e n  a n d  g i v e s  h o p e  by 

n o u r i s h i n g  t h e m  w i t h  the f e e l i n g  of a b r o t h e r l y  c o m m u n i o n ,  

w h i c h ,  in a G o d l e s s  w o r l d ,  b e c o m e s  the v i c t o r y  of man. It is
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in this h u m a n  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  that we se e  the p o w e r  a n d  a d ­

m i r e  the h o n o r  of b e i n g  a man.

S i n c e  t h e r e  is no c h a n c e  for v i c t o r y ,  M a l r a u x ' s  

ma n  m a i n l y  d e f e n d s  h i m s e l f  in two w a y s :  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  the

c r e a t i v e  act, w h i c h  is an e x t e n s i o n  in time, an a c c o m p l i s h ­

m e n t  that p r o t r a c t s  b e y o n d  the d u r a t i o n  of a s i n g l e  h u m a n  

life, or, t h r o u g h  his a c t i o n  and an act of f a i t h  in man, 

that is, h i s  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  f e l l o w  men, h i s  d e v o t i o n  to a 

c a u s e  that t r a n s c e n d s  him, a n d  w h i c h  is an e x t e n s i o n  in 

s p a c e ,  a w o r l d w i d e  c o m r a d e s h i p .  T h i s  c o m r a d e s h i p  is e s s e n ­

t i a l l y  a c l i m a t e  of f e v e r i s h  a c t i v i t y  that a ims at the 

l i b e r a t i o n  of man, and a l l o w s  an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of the n e t ­

w o r k  of ties an d  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s e t t i n g  

the g r o u n d  for s o l i d a r i t y ,  for f r a t e r n i t y ,  in the s a m e  w a y  

as " l o v e  w h i c h  m a k e s  p e o p l e  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n s t  l o n e l i ­

n e s s . "  (CH 67)

M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a n  c o n s o l e s  h i m s e l f  t h r o u g h
6 0h i s  l o n g i n g  for u n d e r g r o u n d  c o m m u n i o n ,  by a t t a c h i n g  his 

ow n  p e r s o n a l  s a l v a t i o n  to an a c t i o n  that s a v e s  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  

in m a n l y  b r o t h e r h o o d ,  in d e v o t i o n  and r e a d i n e s s  for s a c r i ­

f i c e . ^  M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  an a c c e p -
6 2t a n c e  of the s t r u g g l e  to m a g n i f y  man, a n d  an a b i l i t y  for 

c o m m o n  a c t i o n ,  as w e l l  as for e x p l o r i n g  the u n k n o w n  t h r o u g h  

that c o m m o n  a c t i o n .  He s t r u g g l e s  for m a n ' s  d i g n i t y ,  a n d  

j o y o u s l y  o u t w a l k s  the b o r d e r l i n e  of w h a t  is h u m a n l y  p o s ­

si b l e .  He a c c e p t B  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  h o p i n g  to r e a c h
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p l e n i t u d e  t h r o u g h  it, w i t h  i n t e n s i t y  an d  p a s s i o n  in the 

s a m e  w a y  m e n  did w i t h  their C a t h e d r a l s  " w h i c h  f o u g h t  for 

e v e r y b o d y ,  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  had, a g a i n s t  the d e v i l . "

(E 50)

M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a n  c a s t s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  the

h o p e  of a t t a i n i n g  the s a m e  c e r t i t u d e  w h i c h  is c o n f e r r e d

u p o n  b e l i e v e r s  of e t e r n a l  life; he e x p e c t s  l i b e r a t i o n .  As

h e  a s p i r e s  for a b e t t e r  f u t u r e ,  M a l r a u x ' s  m a n  t r u s t s  the

p r i v i l e g e d  m o m e n t ,

. e a c h  o n e  of t h e s e  m e n  ha d  w i l d l y  s e i z e d ,  as 
it p a s s e d ,  the o n l y  g r e a t n e s s  that c o u l d  be his . . .
(CH 2 4 6 - 2 4 7 ) ,  . . . the m o m e n t  w h e n  e v e n  the d e a d
b e g i n  to sing. . . . (E 363);

he l o o k s  for the p l a c e

. , . a c o m m o n  w i l l ,  . . . a b o v e  the d r a m a  of the
p a r t i c u l a r s ,  t h e i r  f o o l i s h n e s s  a n d  t h e i r  d r e a m s ,  
t h e i r  a n x i e t i e s  an d  t h e i r  h o p e s ,  . . .  a w i l l  as s t r o n g  
as the w h o l e  c i t y  t o g e t h e r  . . . M a d r i d .  . . .
(E 306);

he c h o o s e s  t h e  c l i m a t e

. . . t h a t  d i s p e r s e d  c r o w d  w h i c h  left to r e t u r n  to
the p o o r  q u a r t e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  r o b b e d  o b j e c t s  r e c o n ­
q u e r e d  (E 52), the C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  a f r a i d  of
s e e i n g  the R e v o l u t i o n  die a n d  s e e i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  fal l  
b a c k  i n t o  the w o r l d  of w r a t h  f r o m  w h i c h  they h o p e  to 
be l i b e r a t e d .  (C 120);

a l l  of t h e m  as r e l i a b l e  m e a n s  for b r i n g i n g  s a l v a t i o n ,  as the
6 3s e c o n d  c o m i n g  of C h r i s t ,

. . . J e s u s - C h r i s t  d i s c o v e r e d  that t h i n g s  w e r e  not
g o i n g  w e l l .  A n d  he s a i d  to h i m s e l f :  I w i l l  go
there. . . . (E 178

M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a n  h o p e s  to c h a n g e  the e x i s t i n g

u n d e s i r a b l e  r e a l i t y  into a lyri c a l  i l l u s i o n ,  w h e r e  d r e a m s
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m a r r y  a c t i o n ,

. . . B a r c e t c n a  w a s  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  al l  th e  d r e a m s  of
[ p e o p l e ' s ]  life. (E 32)

He h o p e s  to c h a n g e  the d e v a s t a t i n g  h u m i l i a t i o n  into a

c o n q u e s t  of d i g n i t y ,

. . . to c o n q u e r  h e r e  the d i g n i t y  of his [Kyo's]
o w n  p e o p l e .  . . . (CH 38)

He h o p e s  for the d r e a m s  of th e  f u t u r e  to c o m e  tru e  for t h o s e

w h o  h a v e  h a d  no pas t  or h a v e  no p r e s e n t ,

. . the R e v o l u t i o n  is g i v i n g  e a c h  o n e  of t h e m  his
ow n  life. (CH 121)

He h o p e s  to r e v i s e  the p o w e r  of the W o r d ,

. . . the R e v o l u t i o n  has a c t e d  on t h e m  in a t r o u b l e d
way, p r o f o u n d l y - - a n d  u n e x p e c t e d l y - - w i t h  an e x t r a o r ­
d i n a r y  v i o l e n c e ,  g i v i n g  t h e m  the p o s s i b i l i t y  to b e ­
l i e v e  in t h e i r  o w n  d i g n i t y ,  in t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  if 
y o u  wish. . . . (CH 121)

He h o p e s  to g i v e  h u m a n i t y  o n e  t e m p l e  for w o r s h i p ,  w i t h  one

c r e e d  for all,

. . f r i a r s  of the b e s e e c h i n g  o r d e r  of the R e v o l u ­
tion. (CH 20)

A n d  w h e n  it s e e m s  t h a t  n o b o d y  c a r e s  a n y m o r e  for the " b e g ­

g a r s , "  the n

. . . for the f i r s t  t ime in this w o r l d  of o urs,
f r o m  all the p l a c e s ,  t h o s e  f r o m  the s c o r c h i n g  hot 
r e g i o n s  a n d  t h o s e  f r o m  the f r o z e n  lands, a l l  t h o s e  
wh o  w e r e  c o u r a g e o u s  and m i s e r a b l e  at the s a m e  time, 
b e g a n  to m a r c h  a r m e d  w i t h  r i f l e s . (E 179)

W e  se e  M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a n  e n d i n g ,  d e s p e r a t e  and 

h e a r t b r o k e n  in the s a m e  b r o t h e r l y  f a t a l i t y ,  v i c t i m  of "a 

c r u e l t y  s a v a g e l y  d e s i r e d "  (E 89) in a f i e l d  o p e n  to v i n ­

d i c t i v e n e s s  ,
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. . . t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  u n j u s t l y  c o n d e m n e d ,  t h o s e  
w h o  h a v e  s e e n  too m u c h  s t u p i d i t y ,  or u n g r a t e f u l n e s s ,  
or c o w a r d i c e  h a v e  a n e e d  to p a y  b a c k  (E 309)

a n d  hate,

. . . For H e m m e l r i c h  l i f e  is not the o n l y  w a y  of 
c o n t a c t  a m o n g  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  that is n e i t h e r  the 
b e s t ,  tha t  o n e  ma y  k n o w  t hem, lov e  t h e m  a n d  p o s s e s s  
the m  m o r e  in v e n g e a n c e  than in life. (C 207)

A n d  f i n a l l y ,  M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a n  is d e ­

f e a t e d  by the n e w  t r a g i c  f o r m  of c o n t e m p o r a r y  p o l i t i c s ,  by 

the n e w  s y m b o l  of ou r  d a y ' s  d e s t i n y - - i t s  f a t a l i s t i c  w o r d  

and its o p p r e s s i v e  d e e d ,  H a r x i s m - - L e n i n i s m  a n d  the i n s t i t u ­

t i o n  of the (Comintern. T h e  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  M o s c o w  l e a v e s  

the s u c c e s s  of e a c h  r e v o l u t i o n  in the h a n d s  of the S o v i e t  

e x p e r t s ,  w h o  r e p r e s e n t  the n e w  face of d e s t i n y .  N a t u r a l l y ,  

all h o p e s  a r e  d o o m e d  in a d v a n c e  in M a l r a u x ' s  w o r l d  of r e v o ­

luti o n .  B e c a u s e ,  it is not m a n  f i g h t i n g  a n o t h e r  m a n  that 

w e  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t ;  it is r a t h e r ,  m a n ,  on b e h a l f  of al l  

men, w h o  is w r e s t l i n g  a g a i n s t  c r u e l  d e s t i n y .  Thi s  is a

t r a g e d y  that, for the e x p e r t s ,  for the n e w  god s  of P a r t y
64d i s c i p l i n e  an d  e f f i c i e n c y ,  c a n n o t  exi s t .  " T h e  e x p e r t s "

c a n n o t  c o n c e i v e  it; a n d  w h a t  is the use of t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  

if t h e y  do not u n d e r s t a n d  the e s s e n c e  of thi s  h u m a n  d r a m a ?  

T h e i r  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  in the w o r l d  of r e v o l u t i o n  b e c o m e s ,  _a 

p r i o r i , the s o u r c e  of an e n t a n g l e d  c o n f l i c t  as a n e w  c o n ­

f r o n t a t i o n  of m a n  w i t h  d e s t i n y .

As a m a t t e r  of fact, o n e  m i g h t  say w i t h  W. M. 

F r o h o c k ^ ^  t h a t  it is to the O c t o b e r  R e v o l u t i o n  that M a l ­

r a u x  r e f e r s  to w h e n  he p r a i s e s  C o m m u n i s m  as l i k e l y  "to
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r e n d e r  f e r t i l i t y , "  as a f o r c e  s u s c e p t i b l e  to r e g e n e r a t e

c r e a t i v e  f o r c e s  in a s o c i e t y  that h a s  so u n j u s t l y  s t i f l e d

them. " A c t i o n  and i d e o l o g y ,  D r i e u  de la R o c h e l l e  t e l l s  us,

m a k e  p a s s i o n  f l o u r i s h ;  and M a l r a u x ,  w h o  a c t e d  out of a n e e d

to act, b e c a m e  p a s s i o n a t e  w h e n  he met a p r o m i s i n g  i d e o l -  „ 66ogy
If M a l r a u x  l a t e r  c h a n g e d  his tone, it w a s  b e c a u s e  

the a p p e a l  of the R e v o l u t i o n  h a d  b e e n  a n n i h i l a t e d  by the 

r i g i d  s t r u c t u r e  of the S o v i e t  St a t e ,  w h i c h  h a d  r e p l a c e d  it 

a n d  c h a n g e d  e v e r y t h i n g  for w o r s e .  For, if the O c t o b e r  R e v o ­

l u t i o n  wa s  an a d m i r a b l e  i n t e n t  to s e a r c h  for f r e e d o m  and 

r e d e m p t i o n  f r o m  a c h a o t i c  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  h e r o i c  a c t i o n ,  the 

S o v i e t  S t a t e  f a i l e d  to m a k e  this s e a r c h  an act of c r e a t i o n ,
6 7a c o n d i t i o n  that M a l r a u x  e x p e c t s  the r e v o l u t i o n  to f u l f i l l .

On the c o n t r a r y ,  the b l o o d y  t r a g e d y  w a s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a 

s p i r i t u a l  d r a m a  w h i c h  left no r o o m  for that sear c h .  C o m m u ­

n i s t  i d e o l o g y  no l o n g e r  c o n f o r m e d  to M a l r a u x ' s  e t h i c s  of 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  It w a s  no l o n g e r  r e l a t e d  to the i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

n o r  did it c o n s t i t u t e  a f o r m  of hope.
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F o o t n o t e s :  C h a p t e r  O n e

"I t o l d  h i m  [ P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y ]  that F r a n c e  w a s  a 
d e e p l y  I r r a t i o n a l  c o u n t r y  w h i c h  f o u n d  her s o u l  (you k n o w  my 
d ada) o n l y  w h e n  she f o u n d  It for the o t h e r s :  C r u s a d e s  and
the R e v o l u t i o n  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  N a p o l e o n .  . . . F r a n c e  was
r e a l l y  g r e a t  o n l y  w h e n  she w a s  for the w o r l d . "  (Che 133)

"He [De G a u l l e ]  has r e s t o r e d  a F r a n c e  that w a s  l o v e d  
by m a n y  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  not a F r a n c e  tiber all e s ." (I b i d . , 55)

2 " T h e  m e t a m o r p h o s i s  that b r i n g s  out life is f ound 
o n l y  in an h e i r . "  (C " P o s t f a c e , "  290)

" F i n a l l y  d e f e a t  c a m e  and like m a n y  o t h e r s ,  I m a r r i e d  
F r a n c e .  W h e n  I r e t u r n e d  to P a r i s ,  A l b e r t  C a m u s  a s k e d  me: 
S h o u l d  w e  o n e  day c h o s e  b e t w e e n  R u s s i a  and A m e r i c a ?  For me 
it is not b e t w e e n  R u s s i a  a n d  A m e r i c a ;  it is b e t w e e n  R u s s i a  
a n d  F r a n c e . "  (A 125)

" D u r i n g  the R e s i s t a n c e ,  I m a r r i e d  F r a n c e ,  a n d  I am 
not the o n l y  o n e . "  (I b i d . , p. 197.

O n e  c o u l d  say for M a l r a u x  w h a t  M a l r a u x  s a i d  for 
C h a r l e s  M a u r r a s :  ". . . c e t t e  aid e  il l'a t r o u v e e  dans
1 * a m o u r  de la F r a n c e .  Si sa d o c t r i n e  ne p o u v a i t  e x i s t e r  
sans une g r a n d e  a d m i r a t i o n  de la F r a n c e ,  et s u r t o u t  sans une 
pre fe r e n c e  p o u r  tout ce qui fut cre e  par la F r a n c e  . . ."
C h a r l e s  M a u r r a s ,  M a d e m o i s e l l e  M o n k  (Paris: St o c k ,  1923),
" P r e f a c e "  by A n d r e  M a l r a u x .

In an i n t e r v i e w  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  22, 1968, g i v e n  to 
T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s , M a l r a u x  s a i d  the f o l l o w i n g :  "As for me,
if I am ask e d :  H a v e  y o u  c h a n g e d ?  I say: U n d e n i a b l y  I h ave;
but o n l y  on one p o i n t .  A n d  this is that w h e n  I wa s  t h i r t y  
y e a r s  o l d  I d e f e n d e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  the p r o l e t a r i a t .  T h a t  is 
a b s o l u t e l y  true. . . . But w i t h  the S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r ,  I s u b ­
s t i t u t e d  F r a n c e  for the p r o l e t a r i a t .  B o n . Th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
n a t i o n a l i s m  of the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  is dead. It w a s  b a s e d  
on f e e l i n g s  of e x a l t a t i o n  a n d  s u p e r i o r i t y .  T h i s  n a t i o n a l i s m  
has b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by the p e r s p e c t i v e s  of a w o r l d  h e g e m o n y .
. . . W h a t  w e  see (today) is that the n a t i o n s  are d i s c o v e r ­
ing, in a f a i r l y  v e h e m e n t  way, t h e i r  o w n  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n ­
s c i e n c e s  . . .  in s e l f - d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  u n i f o r m i t y . "  H. 
T a n n e r ,  " M a l r a u x  e x p l a i n s  s o m e  c h a n g e s  in his o p i n i o n s , "  p. 
49, col.: 3, 4.

In a r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  a n t h o l o g y  A n d r e  M a l r a u x  1 b 
i n c l u d e d  in the c h a p t e r  i n t i t l e d ,  M L 'i n s p i r a t i o n  n a t i o n a l e , "  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  C h a r l e s  De G a u l l e  an d  F r a n c o i s  M a u r i a c .  (See 
J, B e r s a n i  ejt a_l. , La L i t t e r a t u r e  en F r a n c e  d e p u i s  194 5  
[Paris: B o r d a s ,  1 9 7 0 ] . )

E v o k i n g  his d e a t h ,  e v e n  the F r e n c h  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  
s t r e s s e d  this a s p e c t  of his life. G e o r g e s  M a r c h a i s ,  the 
g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y ,  d e c l a r e d :  "Ce qui d e m e u r e  p o u r  n o u s
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c ' e s t  q u ' i l  fut t o u j o u r s  a n i m e  p a r  une i d e e  force, la F r a n c e ,  
sa p l a c e  et s o n  r ole d a n s  le tnonde." F r a n c e - A r n e r l q u e , 25 
n o v . - l e r  dec. 1976, p. 4, col.: 3.

3
G e o r g e s  P o m p i d o u ,  P a g e s  c h o l s i e s  d ' A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,

Pol G a i l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s  de n o t r e  temps et A n d r e  M a l r a u x  
(Paris: G a r n i e r ,  19 7 0 ) ,  p. 147.

" T h e  b a c k g r o u n d  of M a l r a u x  is P a s c a l :  o b s e s s i o n  of
de a t h ,  a b s u r d i t y  of the u n i v e r s e ,  a n x i e t y  g e n e r a t e d  by m a n ' s  
f a t e , "  G e o r g e s  M o u n i n ,  "Les C h e m i n s  de M a l r a u x , "  P. G a i l l a r d ,  
o p . c 1 t ., p. 106.

4
G. P i c o n ,  " L 1u n i t e  d ' u n e  e t h l q u e  v i v a n t e  et d *un 

art e f f i c a c e , "  in Pol G a i l l a r d ,  i b i d . , p. 98.
" L o r s q u ' e n  1 945 je fis par t  a M a l r a u x  de m o n  p r o j e t  

. . . et je fis r e m a r q u e r  que je c o m p t a i s  le f a i r e  d a n s  u n e
p e r s p e c t i v e  p a s c a l i e n n e ,  11 m ' a p p r o u v a :  " V o u s  ave z  r a i s o n
de p a r t i r  de P a s c a l .  M a i s  n ' o u b l i e z  pas S a i n t - A u g u s t i n ." 
J o s e p h  H o f f m a n n ,  L ' H u m a n i s m e  de M a l r a u x  (Paris: K l i n c k s i e c k ,  
1963), p. 27. T h e  s u p r e m e  goal of P a s c a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  is 
s a i n t l i n e s s ;  for M a l r a u x ,  the a g n o s t i c ,  i n t e n s i t y  b e c o m e s  the 
p r i m a r y  goal: ". , . l ' i n t e n s i t e  de la c i v i l i s a t i o n  o c c i d e n ­
tals [qui] v i e n t  de la m o r t . "  (A 350)

5
. . the f o u r  F r e n c h  w r i t e r s  w h o s e  w o r k  is e n ­

t i r e l y  p o s t e r i o r  to 1 916 y e a r  and w h o  h a v e  a large a u d i e n c e
a b r o a d ,  G i o n o ,  B e r n a n o s ,  M o n t h e r l a n t  and m y s e l f ,  all four of 
us b e l o n g  to w h a t  on e  m i g h t  c a l l  the h e r o i c  t r a d i t i o n  of 
F r a n c e ,  the C o r n e l i a n  t r a d i t i o n . "  " A p r e s  un s i l e n c e  de 
q u a t r e  ans. . . ," F r a n q o i s e  D o r e n l o t , M a l r a u x  et 1 'u n i t e  de
la p e n s e e  (Paris: G a l l i m a r d ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p. 263.

^ G u s t a v e  L a n s o n  and P a u l  T u f f r e a u ,  H i s t o i r e  de la 
l i t t e r a t u r e  f r a n q a i s e  (Paris: H a c h e t t e ,  195 1 ) ,  p. 455.

^A. M a l r a u x ,  Le T r i a n g l e  n o i r  (Paris: G a l l i m a r d ,
19 7 0 ) ,  p. 11,

"It is o n l y  the e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  that p r o p a g a t e d
the i dea of a w o r l d  w i t h o u t  G o d . "  "A. M a l r a u x  nou s  dit. . . ,"
A r t s , No. 335, 30 nov. 1951, pp. 1-10.

g
T h e  t e n d e n c y  of p u t t i n g  all the i m p o r t a n c e  on the 

act of s e a r c h i n g  is s t r e s s e d  a l s o  by M a l r a u x  in a c r i t i c a l  
r e v i e w  of H. M a s s i s ' s  b o o k  D e f e n s e  de l ' O c c l d e n t : ". . . it
is a q u e s t i o n  of a l e a r n i n g  m i n d ,  of a s e a r c h ,  and o f 
c r e a t i o n  by that s ame s e a r c h  . . . w h i c h  i m p l i e s  that m a n ' s
n a t u r e  is s u c h  that a l l o w s  all k i n d s  of e x p e r i m e n t s . "  La 
N o u v e l l e  R e v u e  F r a n q a i s e , J u n e  1927, p. 87. (The u n d e r l i n ­
ing is by M a l r a u x . )
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" W h o  c o n d e m n s  a c t i v i t y ,  c o n d e m n s  f e c u n d i t y . "  
V a u v e n a r g u e s , R e f l e x i o n s  et M a x l m e s , L a g a r d e  et M i c h a r d ,
Le X V I I I - e  s i e c l e , A n t h o l o g i e  . . . (Paris: B o r d a s ,  19 6 2 ) ,
p. 261.

1° I b i d ., p . 2 61.

^ D a n i e l  M o r n e t , F r e n c h  T h o u g h t  in the E i g h t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y , t r a n s l a t e d  by M. L e v i n e  (New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  
1 9 2 9 ) ,  p. 268.

S o l e m n  w a r n i n g  of a f o r t h c o m i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  a l s o  
g i v e n  by J. J. R o u s s e a u .

"We are a p p r o a c h i n g  a s t a t e  of c r i s i s  a n d  a c e n t u r y  
of r e v o l u t i o n s ;  w h o  c o u l d  a n s w e r  y o u  w h a t  w o u l d  be of you 
t h e n . "  in E m i l e  (Paris: G a r n i e r ,  1964), p. 224.

1 2H e n r i  P e y r e ,  H i s t o r i c a l  and C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s  
( L i n c o l n :  N e b r a s k a  Univ. Pre s s ,  1968), p. 74.

1 3R o b e r t  W. P o s t g a t e ,  R e v o l u t i o n  f r o m  178 9  to 1 9 0 6 . 
D o c u m e n t  s (New York: H a r p e r  and B r o t h e r s ,  19 6 2 ) ,  p. 10.

"In 1789, f r o m  the s p h e r e s  of d r e a m s  a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  
the r e v o l u  t ion c a m e  d o w n  to life. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a w h o l e  n a ­
tion, u n t i l  t h e n  c u r b e d  u n d e r  the h e a v y  b u r d e n  of d a i l y  life, 
k e p t  r e p e a t i n g  its n a m e  a n d  e a t i n g  it up. . . ; then, onc e
out of the d o m a i n  of i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  the r e v o l u t i o n  e n t e r e d  
that of s e n t i m e n t ,  m a k i n g  h e a r t s  b eat, a t t r a c t i n g  the m  or 
f r i g h t e n i n g  t h e m  . . . L e t ' s  be c a r e f u l ;  s i n c e  that time it
is s t i l l  o m n i p r e s e n t ;  god or d e v i l ,  it is a l i v i n g  thi n g ,  it 
has p r e s e r v e d  a soul. . . ." F e r d i n a n d  B r u n o t ,  H i s t o l r e  de la
l a n g u e  f r a n c a l s e  ( F r a n c e ) ,  n.d.; n.p., t. IX, p. 617.

^ " A t  c e r t a i n  j u n c t u r e s ,  t h e r e  is a time w h e n  it 
b e c o m e s  a n e c e s s i t y ,  t e r r i b l e  ti m e s ,  b l o o d y  but the s i g n a l  
of a n e w  f r e e d o m .  It is a b o u t  the c i v i l  w a r  that I am 
s p e a k i n g .  It is then, that all g r e a t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a r i s e ,  
s o m e  a t t a c k i n g ,  s ome d e f e n d i n g  f r e e d o m .  T h e  C i v i l  W a r  r e ­
v e a l s  the h i d d e n  t a l e n t s .  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  come to s u r ­
face an d  s e e m  to be w o r t h y  of c o m m a n d i n g  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  It is 
a f r i g h t e n i n g  cure; but, a f t e r  the s t u p o r  in w h i c h  the S t a t e  
falls, a f t e r  the s o m n o l e n c e  of the m i n d s ,  it [the event] 
b e c o m e s  n e c e s s a r y . "  L.-S. M e r c i e r ,  q u o t e d  by D. M o r n e t ,
Les O r l g i n e s  I n t e l l e c t u e l i e s  de la R e v o l u t i o n  f r a n q a i s e  
(Paris: A. C o l i n ,  1938), p. 239.

^ H e n r i  P e y r e ,  E s s a y s . . . , p. 74.
A. M a l r a u x  w i l l  w r i t e  a l m o s t  two c e n t u r i e s  later:

"The days of ou r  [French] R e v o l u t i o n  w e r e  the l e g e n d a r y  day s  
of ou r  h i s t o r y .  , . . The R e v o l u t i o n  e x a l t s  the y o u n g
F r e n c h m a n .  . . ; it is a m e t a m o r p h o s i s  of the w o r l d ,  one of
thos d a y s  w h e n  e v e r y t h i n g  is p o s s i b l e ,  w h e n  the i n n k e e p e r ’s
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s o n s  are b o r n  to b e c o m e  k i n g s  , the sons of s i m p l e  f a m i l i e s  
to b e c o m e  e m p e r o r s .  . . A. M a l r a u x ,  Le T r i a n g l e  n o i r ,
p . 100.

^ " M e n  w h o  r e b e l  a n d  u r g e  the l o w e r  c l a s s e s  to r e ­
b e l ,  o u g h t  to h a v e  o t h e r  t h a n  f o r m u l a s  to go upon. Me n  w h o  
d i s c e r n  in the m i s e r y  of the t o i l i n g ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  m i l l i o n s ,  
not m i s e r y  but o n l y  raw m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  can be w r o u g h t  u p o n  
a n d  in for o n e ' s  ow n  p o o r  h i d e b o u n d  t h e o r i e s  a n d  e g o i s m s ,  
to w h o m  m i l l i o n s  of l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e s  w i t h  b e a t i n g  h e a r t s  in 
t h e i r  b o s o m s  —  b e a t i n g  s u f f e r i n g ,  h o p i n g ,  —  are m a s s  e s , m e r e  
e x p l o s i v e  m a s s e s  for b l o w i n g  d o w n  B a s t i l l e s  w i t h ,  for v o t i n g  
a n d  h u s t i n g s  for 'us,' s u c h  m e n  are of q u e s t i o n a b l e  s p e c i e s . "  
T h o m a s  C a r l y l e ,  q u o t e d  in R. W. P o s t g a t e ,  o p . c i t ■, p. 17.

^ G e o r g e s  L e f e b v r e ,  The F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n , I 
( N e w  York: C o l u m b i a  Univ. P r e s s ,  196 5 ) ,  p. 55.

18 " V e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  is the d e s c r i p t i o n  that H. S t e f ­
fens g i v e s  of h o w  his f a t h e r  c a m e  h o m e  one n i g h t  in C o p e n h a g e n ,  
an d  g a t h e r e d  his son s  a r o u n d  him, a n d  w i t h  t e a r s  in his e y e s  
f r o m  joy t o l d  t h e m  that B a s t i l l e h a d  f a l l e n ,  that a n e w  e r a  
h a d  be g u n ,  that if they w e r e  f a i l u r e s  in life they m u s t  b l a m e  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  for h e n c e f o r t h  p o v e r t y  w o u l d  v a n i s h ,  the l o w l i e s t  
w o u l d  b e g i n  the s t r u g g l e  for l i f e  on e q u a l  t e r m s  w i t h  the 
m i g h t i e s t ,  w i t h  e q u a l  arms, on e q u a l  g r o u n d s .  In this q u i e t  
D a n i s h  t o w n  the G o s p e l  w a s  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  no less f e r v o r  tha n 
in P a r i s  . . . ( A m o n g  the l i t e r a t e  c l a s s e s  of W e s t e r n  and
C e n t r a l  E u r o p e  the i n d i f f e r e n t  w e r e  few; the w h o l l y  i g n o r a n t  
a l m o s t  n o n e ) . "  C r a n e  B r i n t o n ,  A D e c a d e  of R e v o l u t i o n  (New 
Y o r k :  H a r p e r  a n d  Row, 19 6 3 ) ,  p. 6 6 .

19 " T h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  of the R i g h t s  of Man, this s i n g l e  
p a g e  of p r i n t ,  w h i c h  o u t w e i g h s  l i b r a r i e s ,  and is s t r o n g e r  
t h a n  all the a r m i e s  of N a p o l e o n ,  'yet' is n o t  the w o r k  of 
s u p e r i o r  m i n d s ,  a n d  b e a r s  no m a r k  of the l i o n ' s  c l a w . "
J. A. C h a p h a n ,  " L o r d  A c t o n  on the F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n , "  The 
C a m b r i d g e  M i n d . 1970, p. 70.

20 G. L e f e b v r e ,  o p . c i t ., p. 147.
21 A n d r e  C a s t e l o t ,  N a p o l e o n  (New Y o r k :  H a r p e r  and 

R o w , 19 6 8 ) ,  p. 192.
22 ". . . the b o u r g e o i s i e  . . . has t r a n s f o r m e d  p e r ­

s o n a l  w o r t h  int o  m e r e  e x c h a n g e  v a l u e ,  a n d  s u b s t i t u t e d  for 
c o u n t l e s s  d e a r l y - b o u g h t  c h a r t e r e d  f r e e d o m s ,  the one a n d  u n ­
c o n s c i o n a b l e  f r e e d o m  of F r e e  T r a d e .  It has, in o n e  w o r d ,  
r e p l a c e d  an e x p l o i t a t i o n  v e i l e d  by r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  
i l l u s i o n ,  by e x p l o i t a t i o n  o pen, u n a s h a m e d ,  d i r e c t  a n d  b r u ­
t a l . "  K. M a r x ,  an d  F. E n g e l s ,  T h e  C o m m u n i s t  M a n i f e s t o  ( L o n d o n :  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1948), p. 2.
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2 3 " One m u s t  be a c h a r l a t a n .  T h a t ' s  the w a y  to s u c ­
c e e d . "  N a p o l e o n ,  " P r o c l a m a t i o n  to the E g y p t i a n s , "  q u o t e d  by 
A. C a s t e l o t ,  o p . c i t ., p. 122.

2 4H e n r i  P e y r e  m a k e s  the f a l l o w i n g  c o m m e n t :  "The
w o r d  ' c o n d o t t l e r e ' h o l d s  m o s t  of the s e c r e t s  of his m a k e - u p .
He h a d  no c o n v i c t i o n s ,  he o b e y e d  no h i g h e r  p r i n c i p l e s ,  but 
e m b o d i e d  e n e r g y  a n d  u n s c r u p u l o u s  r u t h l e s s n e s s ,  like t h o s e  
m e n  of the I t a l i a n  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  w h o m  T a i n e ,  f o l l o w i n g  his 
m a s t e r  S t e n d h a l ,  h a d  m u c h  a d m i r e d  at one time . . . The h i s ­
t o r i a n  c a n  see no s p i r i t u a l  g r e a t n e s s  in N a p o l e a n ,  o n l y  the 
i m p l a c a b l e  a r c h i t e c t  of a g e o m e t r i c a l l y  b u i l t  F r a n c e  c o n ­
s t r a i n e d  to s e r v e  one m a n ' s  r u t h l e s s  a m b i t i o n . "  E s s a y s . . . ,
pp. 91-92.

"Wa s  N a p o l e o n  an idol or an e v i l ?  The q u e s t i o n  w i l l  
go u n a n s w e r e d  for m a n y  m o r e  y e a r s  to come. One t h i n g  is 
t r u e ;  for the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  he w a s  a n e w  M e s s i a h . "
J . E . C .  B r a d l e y ,  " F r a n c e , "  F r e n c h  Q u a r t e r l y , v. V ( 1 9 2 8 ) ,
p. 128.

2 5 " L a  R e v o l u t i o n  c ' e s t  la F r a n c e  s u b l l m e e .  II 
s ' e s t  t r o u v e ,  un jour, q u e  la F r a n c e  a ete d a n s  la f o u r n a i s e .  
Les f o u r n a i s e s ,  a de c e r t a i n e a  m a r t y r e s  g u e r r i e r e s ,  font 
p o u s s e r  des a i l e s ,  et de ces f l a m m e s ,  c e t t e  g e a n t e  est s o r t i e  
a r c h a n g e . A u j o u r d ' h u i  p o u r  t o u t e  la T e r r e ,  la F r a n c e  s 'ap- 
p e l l e  R e v o l u t i o n :  et d e s o r m a i s  ce mot, R e v o l u t i o n ,  s e r a  le
n o m  de la c i v i l i s a t i o n  j u s q u ' a  ce q u ' i l  s e r a  r e p l a c e  p a r  le 
mot H a r m o n i e .  Je la r e p e t e ,  ne c h e r c h e z  pas a i l l e u r s  le 
p o i n t  d ' o r i g i n e  et le l i e u  de n a i s s a n c e  de la l i t t e r a t u r e  du 
X l X - e  s i e c l e . "  H e n r i  P e y r e ,  H U G O .  Les P h l l o s o p h e s  (Paris:  
P . U . F . ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p. 57 ( q u o t e d  f r o m  V i c t o r  H u g o ' s  W. S h a k e s ­
p e a r e  ) .

2 6P h i l i p e  V. T i e g h e m ,  Le R o m a n t l s m e  f r a n g a i s  (Paris: 
P . U . F . ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp. 1 1 - 1 1 3 .

" W i t h  the w o r l d  has b e g u n  a w a r  that m u s t  end w i t h  
the w o r l d  and n o t  b e f o r e :  The w a r  of m a n  a g a i n s t  d e a d  n a t u r e ,
of the m i n d  a g a i n s t  m a t t e r ,  of f r e e d o m  a g a i n s t  f a t a l i t y .
H i s t o r y  is n o t h i n g  e l s e  but the tale of this u n e n d i n g  s t u g g l e  
. . . In this h u m a n  e m a n c i p a t i o n  F r a n c e  is c a l l e d  to p l a y  a
p r i v i l e g e d  r o l e . . . ." J. M i c h e l e t .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  a l ' h i s t o l r e -
u n l v e r s e l l e , 1831; q u o t e d  by L a g a r d e  et M i c h a r d ,  o p . c i t .
(Le X l X - e  s i e c l e ) ,  p. 363.

T h a t  c o n v i c t i o n  b r o u g h t  m a n y  F r e n c h  w r i t e r s  into the 
f i e l d s  of p o l i t i c s .  For them, F r a n c e  a l s o  h a d  a m i s s i o n  to 
p e r f o r m .  L a m a r t i n e  felt t h a t  the time h a d  come "to g i v e  the 
f i n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  of the F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  and the i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r a t e r n i t y  to the w o r l d . "  (See M a n ! f e s  to 
To E u r o p e , 2 M a r c h  18 4 8 . )  M i c h e l e t  m a d e  of t h i s  m i s s i o n  an 
a p o s t o l a t e  in f a v o r  of l i b e r a l  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  ide a s .  His 
e n t h u s i a s m  g r e e t e d  the R e v o l u t i o n  of 184 8  as the f u l f i l l m e n t  
of all hi s  h o p e s  to see F r a n c e  a n d  the w o r l d  free, to se e
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the f r a t e r n a l  u n i o n  of all p e o p l e s  in a p e a c e f u l  f u t u r e  of 
h u m a n i t y ,  the g r e a t  p e o p l e  " c h o s e n  by G o d  m a r t y r i z e d  by m a n . "  
(See Le P e u p l e , 1 8 4 8 . )  V i c t o r  H u g o  s i n g s  the g l o r y  of the
R e v o l u t i o n  " p o i n t i n g  to the h e a v e n s , "  and the g r e a t l y  e n ­
h a n c e d  h o p e s  for p r o g r e s s ,

La R e v o l u t i o n  l e u r  c r i a i t :  — V o l o n t a i r e s ,
M o u r e z  p o u r  d e l i v r e r  tous les p e u p l e s  vos f r e r e s l  -- 

C o n t e n t s  ils c r i a i e n t  oui.

En r e t o u r n a n t  les y e u x  d ans l e u r  c o u r s e  o l y m p i q u e ,  
A v a i e n t  vu d e r r i e r e  e u x  la G r a n d e  R e p u b l i q u e  

M o n t r a n t  du d o i g t  les cieux.
V i c t o r  H u g o ,  Les C h a t i m e n t s  
'0 s o l d a t s  de 1 * An Deux'

2 7 C a e s a r  G r a n a ,  F r e n c h  S o c i e t y  a n d  F r e n c h  M a n  of 
L e t t e r s  in the X l X t h  C e n t u r y :  M o d e r n i t y  an d  its D i s c o n t e n t  
(New Y o r k :  H a r p e r  a n d  Row, 19 6 7 ) ,  p. 134.

2 8" C ' e t a i t  la v i s i o n  r ouge de la r e v o l u t i o n  que les 
e m p o r t a i t  tous, f a t a l e m e n t ,  pa r  une s o i r e e  s a n g l a n t e  de 
c e t t e  fin de s i e c l e .  Oui, un s o i r ,  le p e u p l e  l a c h e ,  d e b r i ­
de, g a l o p e r a i t  a i n s i  sur les c h e m i n s ;  et il r u i s s e 1 l e r a i t  du 
s a n g  des b o u r g e o i s ,  il p r o m e n e r a i t  des t e t e s ,  il s e m e r a i t  
1* or des c o f f r e s  e v e n t r e s . "  E m i l e  Zola, Ge r m i n a 1 (Paris: 
P a s q u e l l e ,  19 6 3 ) ,  p. 294.

T h e  d ays of the P a r i s  C o m m u n e  w e r e  not d i s t a n t ,  and 
t h e i r  b l o o d y  o r g i e s  w e r e ,  to use K a r l  M a r x ' s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  
a f o r e t a s t e  o f  the days to come.

29 Karl M a r x  s u g g e s t s  that our i d e a s  ar e  not e t e r n a l  
t r u t h s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  m e r e  r e f l e c t i o n s  of p s y c h i c  p r o j e c t i o n s  
of e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  in the f i e l d  of p r o d u c t i o n .  P r o d u c ­
tion, h a v i n g  to do w i t h  m a t t e r  and w a y s  of c h a n g i n g  it, is 
in i t s e l f  a c h a n g i n g  p r o c e s s .  If t h e s e  v i e w s  w e r e  to be 
a c c e p t e d ,  the b o u r g e o i s  v a l u e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m o r a l i t y  a n d  r e ­
l i g i o n ,  w o u l d  l o s e  t h e i r  i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e s  and be d e s t r o y e d  
as " a b s o l u t e s , "  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  a w o r l d  of s h i f t i n g  a p p e a r ­
ances.

N i e t z s c h e  b e g i n s  by a t t a c k i n g  our c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and 
o f f e r i n g  us a n e w  v i e w  of 'truth' a n d  a ne w  p e r s p e c t i v e  of 
the s e l f .  For h i m ,  we are J u s t  a c t o r s  (mas k s )  p l a y i n g  a 
role. O u r  e s s e n c e  is a sort of c a u l d r o n  of a f o r m l e s s  " w i l l  
to p o w e r "  an d  " a g g r e s s i v e n e s s "  w h i c h  we h i d e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  
a b l e  to c h e c k .  T h e r e  is no s t a b l e  h u m a n  n a t u r e  b u t  a 
s h i f t i n g  n a t u r e  of r e a l i t y :  s o c i a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l .  C o n t r a r y
to M a r x ,  h o w e v e r ,  he d e c l a r e d  that h e r e  w a s  no l a w  to d i ­
r e c t  us in a d e t e r m i n i s t i c  p r o c e s s  w i t h  an a i m  a n d  end in 
s i g h t ;  we s e e m  to be free a c t o r s  a n d  m e r e  m e m b e r s  of d i f ­
f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  in a H e r a c l i t e a n  w o r l d .
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T h i s  is the w o r l d  of D o s t o i e v s k y ' s  " n e g a t i v e  
h e r o e s , "  Th e  i n d i v i d u a l  ego, b l e s s e d  or c u r s e d  w i t h  f r e e ­
dom, "th e  a c h i e v e d  I, the c o n s c i o u s  I, s h a l l  be i n f i n i t e ,  
G o d - l i k e ,  a n d  a b s o l v e d  fro m  a l l  r e l a t i o n s . "  R e n e  W e l l e k ,  
ed., Dos t o i e v s k y  (New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  Hall, 19 6 2 ) ,  p. 10. 
T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  as a fre e  a c t o r ,  is " f i l l e d  w i t h  the w r a t h  
of o u t r a g e d  p r i d e  an d  w i t h  a f u r i o u s  i m p a t i e n c e  to b r e a k  out 
f r o m  his t r a p p e d  e x i s t e n c e  e v e n  at the r i s k  of s e l f -  
d e s t r u c t i o n . "  Ph. Rahv. " D o s t o i e v s k y  in C r i m e  and P u n i s h ­
m e n t ," i b i d . , p. 24. T h i s  is m a n ' s  o n l y  c h o i c e .

For the M a r x i s t  this c h o i c e  is o n l y  the t r a g i c  one 
of h i s t o r y ,  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  s o c i a l  n e c e s s i t y  of life in an 
e x p l o i t i n g  w o r l d .  For m a n y  o t h e r s - - a n d  M a l r a u x  a m o n g  t h e m - -  
as we s h a l l  see l a t e r — the c h o i c e  is d e t e r m i n e d  by the 
t r a g e d y  of m a n ' s  f a t e - - " l a  c o n d i t i o n  huuiaine"— d e r i v i n g  
f r o m  m a n ' s  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  of hi s  t o t a l  an d  i r r e v e r s i b l e  
a n n i h i l a t i o n .  T h i s  h o p e l e s s  s i t u a t i o n  p u s h e s  m a n  t o w a r d  a 
r a d i c a l  a c t i v i s m ,  a p h e n o m e n o n  that w o u l d  b r i n g  the i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  b a c k  t h r o u g h  the w o r l d  of i d e a s  i n t o  the w o r l d  of 
a c t i o n ,  of f o r c e f u l  c h a n g e ,  of r e v o l u t i o n ,  into the m o d e r n  
w o r 1 d .

M a r x i s m  o f f e r s  to r e m o v e  the t r a g i c  a w a r e n e s s  by 
c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t y ,  the facts of d a i l y  life, not m a n ' s  i m a g ­
i n a t i o n .  M a n  is p art of the e x t e r n a l  w o r l d ,  no t  its o p p o ­
nent. T h e r e  is an i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  the two, a n d  our 
job is to a d j u s t  n a t u r e  to m a n ' s  n e e d s ,  to e l i m i n a t e  m a n ' s  
a l i e n a t i o n  f r o m  his w o r k  by c h a n g i n g  the s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  thus 
r e t u r n i n g  to m a n  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a real an d  p r o p e r  life.

W i t h  a t o t a l  r e j e c t i o n  of God, one t ends to e m b o d y  
a ca u s e ,  a s e n s e  of m i s s i o n ,  a c o n v i c t i o n  that life is w o r t h  
l i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  the c o u r s e  of h i s t o r y  n e e d s  him. The n e w  
d e m a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  an e t h i c a l  v a l u e ,  i m p l i e s  a m o r a l  c o m m i t ­
ment. E s s e n t i a l l y ,  M a r x i s m  s o u n d s  the c a l l  for a p e r m a n e n t  
s t r u g g l e  to c o n s c i o u s l y  c h a n g e  s o c i e t y  a n d  free m a n  t h r o u g h  
a p e r i o d  of v i o l e n c e  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  ( G e o r g e  S o r e l  w i l l  
i n s i s t  on the n e c e s s i t y  of v i o l e n c e . )

T h i s  s t r u g g l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is l o c k e d  in the f r a m e w o r k  
of a h i s t o r i c a l  d e t e r m i n i s m  w h i c h  i t s e l f  is c o n d i t i o n e d  by 
the e c o n o m i c  r e a l i t y ,  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  m e a n s  an d  w a y s  of 
p r o d u c t i o n ,  etc. Man, h i m s e l f ,  the c e n t e r  of our a t t e n ­
tion, s e e m s  to be o v e r c o m e  in M a r x i s m  by "la f o r c e  des 
c h o s e s . "  T h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  c i v i l i z a t i o n  does not r e s o l v e  
the p r o b l e m ,  b e c a u s e ,  as M a l r a u x  w a r n s  us: ". . . s c i e n c e
d o e s  not t e n d  to b u i l d  a n o t i o n  of man, but r a t h e r  to p r o ­
v i d e  a b e t t e r  k n o w l e d g e  of the w o r l d .  The d r a m a  of the 
c i v i l i z a t i o n  in the c e n t u r y  of m a c h i n e s  . . .  is to h ave 
l ost all n o t i o n s  of m a n . "  A. M a l r a u x ,  " L ' h o m m e  et le 
p h a n t o m e , "  L 'E x p r e s s , 21 m a i  1955, p. 15.
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(In F r a n c e ,  the p o w e r f u l  v o i c e  of Jea n  J a u r e s ,  
m o d i f i e d  the t e n e t s  of M a r x i s m .  It is "pa r  la f o r c e  des 
homines," by c o n s c i o u s  e n e r g y  and w i l l ,  that the e m a n c i p a ­
tion of m a n  w i l l  be a s s u r e d .  H i s t o r y ,  for J a u r e s ,  w i l l  
n e v e r  n e g l e c t  i n d i v i d u a l  v a l i a n c e  a n d  n o b i l i t y  in its 
s e a r c h  to a s s u r e  the c o m m o n  s o c i a l  i d e a l  b e y o n d  c l a s s  and 
n a t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e . )

30 V. I. L e n i n ,  S t a t e  a n d  R e v o l u t i o n  (New Y ork:  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p. 24.

Th e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  s e e m s  to be a p r e l u d e  to the 
S o v i e t  t o t a l i t a r i a n  St a t e :  ". . . T h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n
led q u i c k l y  to a rule by c o m m i t t e e s ,  to a g o v e r n m e n t  that 
was a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  e x e c u t i v e  in its c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 
p o w e r  . . .  It p r o d u c e d  a s t a t e  m e r e l y  c a l c u l a t e d  for e f ­
f i c i e n c y ,  m o r e  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  w i d e r  in its c o m p e t e n c e ,
m o r e  t e r r i f y i n g  in its p o w e r  than any w h i c h  then e x i s t e d ;  
and it m a d e  G o v e r n m e n t  m o r e  i r r e s i s t i b l e  from the fact that 
h e n c e f o r t h  G o v e r n m e n t  wa s  to c l a i m  to be the i n c o n t r o v e r ­
t i b l e  a g e n t  of the n e w  God, the o r g a n i c  p e o p l e . "  H. B u t t e r ­
f l y , "  " N a p o l e o n , "  q u o t e d  by C. M. T r e v e l y a n ,  " T h e  L e g a c y  of 
N a p o l e o n , "  Th e  C a m b r i d g e  M i n d , 1970, p. 8 8 .

3 1V l a d i m i r  I. L e n i n ,  S t a t e  an d  R e v o l u t i o n , p. 20.

" ^ V l a d i m i r  I. L e n i n ,  p. 29.

^ V l a d i m i r  I. L e n i n ,  p. 43.
34 ". . . E v e n  if the u n i v e r s e  is b l i n d  a n d  e n t i r e l y

m e a n i n g l e s s  a s t r o n g  i n d i v i d u a l  can s t i l l  say yes to life 
and a f f i r m  it t h r o u g h  his w i l l  to c r e a t e  a n d  b r e e d  a h i g h e r  
type of man, for the sak e  of a h i g h e r  t ype of life . . . .  
All that h e l p s  this a i m  is g o o d ,  all that o b s t r u c t s  it and 
i m p e d e s  it is e v i l . "  ( J a u k o  L a v r i n ,  Nie t z a c h e  (New Y o r k :
Ch. S c r i b n e r ’s Sons, 19 7 1 ) ,  p. 22.

3 5 " B e t w e e n  1917 a n d  1921 t h r e e  r e v e l a t i o n s  s t r u c k  
this m i n d  t M a l r a u x ' s ]  n u r t u r e d  on N i e t z s c h e  (but m o r e  by 
T h e  B i r t h  of T r a g e d y  tha n  by the d e c l a m a t o r y  Z a r a t h u s t r a ): 
the O c t o b e r  R e v o l u t i o n ,  the d e s t r u c t i o n  of E u r o p e  and the 
art of the O r i e n t  . . . al l  t h r e e  p r o c l a i m  the s ame thing:
h i s t o r y  c h a n g e s ,  G o d s  d i e . . . ." A. H o o g ,  " M a l r a u x ,  M o l l -
b e r g  an d  F r o b e n i u s , "  R. W. L e w i s ,  ed,, M a 1 r a u x  ( E n g l e w o o d  
C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  P r e n t i c e  Hall, 19 6 4 ) ,  p. 90.

3 6P a u l  V a l e r y ,  "La C r i s e  de l ' e s p r i t , "  V a r l e t e s , 
v. I (Paris: G a l l i m a r d ,  19 3 4 ) ,  pp. 13-21.

B e r n a r d  G r o e t h u y s e n ,  " L e t t r e  d 'A 1 l e m a g n e ," La 
N o u v e l l e  R e v u e  F r a n c h i s e  (191 9 ) ,  p. 793.



3 8 A. M a l r a u x ,  " R e p l y  to T r o t s k y , "  R. W. L e w i s ,  
o p . c i t ., pp. 2 0 - 2 1 .

39 C a h l e r s  de la Q u l n z a l n e ,  6-e C a h l e r  de la X X - e  
s e r 1e , 5 a v r l l  19 39 , p, 50, q u o t e d  by J. H o f f m a n n ,  o p . c i t . , 
p . 25 .

40 G. P i c o n ,  " M a n ' s  H o p e , "  in Y a l e  F r e n c h  S t u d i e s ,
No. 18 (1967), p. 4.

41 " M a l r a u x ' s  real o r i g i n a l i t y  lies in h a v i n g  
u n i t e d  the idea of the s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y ,  t r a g i c  in 
its i n e v i t a b l e  f a i l u r e  but m a n ' s  o n l y  w a y  of a f f i r m i n g  h i m ­
self and, s e c o n d l y ,  the i d e a  of the a b s u r d . "  D e n i s  Boak, 
A n d r e  M a l r a u x  ( O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  19 6 8 ) ,  p. 90.

42 R. M. A l b e r e s ,  " M a l r a u x  and the a b r i d g e d  a b y s s , "  
Y a l e  F r e n c h  S t u d i e s , No. 18 (1957), p. 45.

43 "It is the o b s e s s i o n  c a u s e d  by o t h e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  
that g i v e s  to m i n e ,  and m a y b e  to m y  life, t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  
a c c e n t . "  (G. Pi c o n ,  A n d r e  M a l r a u x  p a r  l u i - m e m e , p. 18.
N o t e  of M a l r a u x ,  No. 5.

44 A n d r e  G i d e ,  " D a d a , "  la N o u v e l l e  R evue F r a n g a i s e , 
No. 79 (192 0 ) ,  p. 477.

45 A f t e r  the c a t a s t r o p h e  of W o r l d  W a r  1, one h a d  the 
n e e d  "to e x c a v a t e  the d e e p e s t  c o r n e r  of s elf, w h i c h  b r o u g h t  
at its l o g i c a l  r e s u l t s :  the c o n s c i o u s  h a v i n g  b e e n  u n a b l e
to a v o i d  the c o n f l i c t ,  o n e  a d d r e s s e s  i t s e l f  to the u n c o n ­
s c i o u s ,  w h i c h  in i t s e l f  b r o u g h t  to the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of m a n  
an d  to the l a r g e  a c c e p t a n c e  of F r e u d i a n  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s .  
M a l r a u x  r e j e c t e d  this a t t i t u d e .  (See A. M a l r a u x ' s  n o t e  in 
G. P i c o n ,  M a l r a u x  p a r  l u i - m e m e .) He c o u l d  not, h o w e v e r ,  
e s c a p e  the i m p a c t  cf the r a m p a n t  tr e n d ;  his first w r i t i n g s  
ar e  f a n c y  e v a s i o n s ,  a h u m o r  that i n d i r e c t l y  r e f l e c t s  the 
m e a n i n g l e s s n e s s  of an a b s u r d  w o r l d .  L u c i e n  G o l d m a n n  c o m ­
m e n t s :  ". . . it s e e m s  that the d i s c o v e r y  of the a f t e r w a r
h a d  c o n f u s e d  M a l r a u x  to the p o i n t  of t h i n k i n g  that in a 
w o r l d  w h e r e  e v e r y t h i n g  is l o s t — and all God s  are d e a d —  
t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  left b u t  h u m o r . "  P o u r  une s o c i o l o g i e  du 
r o m a n  (Paris: G a l l i m a r d ,  1964), p. 43.

4 6 " O r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  the B e i n g "  that we are d e a l ­
ing h e r e ,  is not the O r i e n t a l  c o n c e p t  in w h i c h  the B e i n g  
c r u s h e s  man; it is the n e w  c o n c e p t i o n  of the C h r i s t i a n  
W e s t e r n  w o r l d ,  in w h i c h  the B e i n g  p u l l s  ma n  to H i m s e l f  and 
d o n a t e s  His p e r f e c t i o n s  to m a n , "  c o m m e n t s  J. H o f f m a n n ,  
o p . c i t ., p. 50, n o t e  17.
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47 L, G o l d m a n n ,  o p . c i t ., p. 79.
4 8 "Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  is a h i g h e r  fa i t h :  that

p r o p o s e d  to us by all the c r o s s e s  of the v i l l a g e s ,  and 
e v e n  the c r o s s e s  o v e r  the g r a v e s .  T h a t  f a i t h  is love, and
t h e r e  is p e a c e  in it. I w i l l  n e v e r  a c c e p t  it; I w i l l  n e v e r
l o w e r  m y s e l f  to a s k  for an a p p e a s e m e n t  that my w e a k n e s s  
c a l l s  f or." (TO 159)

49 " M a n  is the o n l y  o b j e c t  w o r t h y  of p a s s i o n  . . .
I am the o n l y  o b j e c t  w o r t h y  of my o w n  passion. . . ." (JE
139)

50 " T h e  I m m e d i a t e  c o n s e q u e n c e  [of this p o s i t i o n ]  is 
a w o r l d  c o m p o s e d  of o b s t a c l e s  to be o v e r c o m e  by the use of 
w i l l ;  and t h e r e f o r e ,  a w o r l d  of c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  and v i o ­
l e n c e ,  s e e n  as h e r o i s m . "  D. Boak, o p . c i t ., p. 54.

5 1 See our n ote, No. 34.
5 2J. H o f f m a n ,  o p . c i t ., p. 155.
5 3P. G a i l l a r d ,  M a l r a u x .  La C o n d i t i o n  h u m a i n e  (Paris: 

H a t i e r  , 1970) , p . 54.
54 L u c i e n  G o l d m a n n ,  o p . c i t ., p. 42.

^ " I  h a v e  i n s i s t e d  e v e n  b e f o r e  on this s e n t e n c e :  
to e s c a p e  f r o m  this i dea of a b s u r d i t y  by j o i n i n g  the h u m a n  
w o r l d . "  A. M a l r a u x ,  "Le P r o b l e m e  des C o n q u e r a n t s  ," P. 
G a i l l a r d ,  La C r i t i q u e , p. 28,

^ I n  his " P r e f a c e "  to L a c l o s 1 L i a i s o n s  d a n g e r e u s e s , 
M a l r a u x  s p e a k s  of "th e  c l o t h i n g  of e v e n t s  w i t h i n  w h i c h  (the 
a u t h o r )  fits so w e l l  his h e r o e s . "  G. T. H a r r i s ,  q u o t i n g  
t h i s  s e n t e n c e ,  asks: " W h a t  e l s e  are in the M a l r a u s l a n
u n i v e r s e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n ,  m a n l y  b r o t h e r h o o d ,  bu t  
t h e s e  " c l o t h i n g  of e v e n t s "  w h i c h  h i d e  the real I n t e n t i o n  of 
h i s  n o v e l s ? "  See " A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,  L ’e t h i q u e  c o m m e  f o n c t i o n  
de 1' e s t h e t i q u e  ” in L e t t r e s  m o d e r n e s  (Paris: M i n a r d ,  1972), 
p. 139.

^ " T h e  R e v o l u t i o n  b r i n g s  a w a r e n e s s  of e x i s t e n c e ,  
a g o a l  that one m i g h t  v a l u a b l y  p u r s u e  and the p o s s i b i l i t y  
to e s c a p e  e v e n  for a s h o r t  time, the f e e l i n g  of i m p o t e n c e  
and of n o t h i n g n e s s . "  L, G o l d m a n n ,  o p . c i t ., p. 83.

5 8J . - P .  S a r t r e ,  La M o r t  dan s  l ' a m e  (Paris: L i v r e  
de P o c h e ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p. 77.
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59 In this r e s p e c t  t h e y  r e s e m b l e  the S o p h o c l e a n  
h e r o e s  w h o  l i v e  . . on the edg e  of h u m a n i t y .  T h e y  c o n ­
s t a n t l y  a s s e r t  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  . . . f r e e d o m  and
s t r e n g t h .  S e v e r a l  live a p a r t  f r o m  s o c i e t y  q u i t e  l i t e r a l l y  
. . . All a c t  c o m p l e t e l y  on t h e i r  ow n  but out of p a s s i o n ­
ate m o t i v e s  that u l t i m a t e l y  d e f y  r a t i o n a l  c o m p r e h e n s i o n :  
all w i l l i n g l y  i n c u r  the c h a r g e s  of i n s a n i t y ,  b l i n d n e s s  and 
f o l l y  . . . a n d  p r e f e r  d e a t h  to a c o m p r o m i s e d  l i f e . "  T h .
W o o d w a r d ,  ed., S o p h o c l e s  (New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,
p . 8 .

6 0 . . that u n d e r g r o u n d  c o m m u n i o n  w h i c h  u s e d  to
be C h r i s t i a n i t y  an d  that n o w  w a s  the r e v o l u t i o n ;  they had 
c h o s e n  the s a m e  wa y  of l i v i n g ,  and the s a m e  w a y  of d y i n g . "
(E 52)

^ ^ " R e v o 1 u t i o n  o f f e r s  the c h a n c e  to o v e r c o m e  p e r m a n ­
e n t l y  the s o l i t u d e  by a s s u r i n g  a c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  the i n ­
d i v i d u a l  and the c o m m u n i t y ,  d e a t h  b e i n g  the h i g h  m o m e n t  
w h e n  the i n d i v i d u a l  j o i n s  in the m o s t  i n t e n s i v e  and p o s s i b l e  
w a y  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i t y . "  L. G o l d m a n n ,  o p ■ c i t ., 
p . 123 .

It is a n e w  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i m e n s i o n .
£> 2" R e v o l u t i o n  Is e s p e c i a l l y  the h o p e  to c h a n g e  m a n  

( t h r o u g h )  . . .  a t r a n s f i g u r a t i n g  e p i c  a c t . "  A. M a l r a u x ,  
" P r e f a c e , "  A. O l l i v i e r ,  S a i n t - J u s t  (Paris: G a l l i m a r d ,  1 9 5 4 ) ,  
pp. 26-27.

6 3 " R e v o l u t i o n  in its e a r l y  s t a g e s  m a y  be c o m p a r e d  
to c e r t a i n  r e l i g i o u s  m o v e m e n t s  in n a s c e n t  form, w h e n  the 
p o o r  g l a d l y  d i s c e r n  a r e t u r n  to p a r a d i s e  on e a r t h . "  G. 
L e f e b v r e ,  o p . c i t ., p. 120.

6 A " R e v o l u t i o n — a m o m e n t  that h e l p s  b r i n g  to l ight  
the c h a r a c t e r  . . . t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  to a h i g h  d e g r e e  the
t r a g i c  m e a n i n g  of h u m a n  l o n e l i n e s s  , . * an d  w h i c h  h a r d l y
e x i s t  for the o r t h o d o x  C o m m u n i s m , "  " A n d r e  M a l r a u x  n o u s  
p a r l e  de s o n  o e u v r e , "  Le M o n d e , 18 o c t o b r e  1930, p. 4.
Th e  a r t i c l e  Is by M a l r a u x  h i m s e l f ,  a l t h o u g h  it d o e s  n o t  
s e e m  to be.

^ W .  M. F r o h o c k ,  " T h e  P o w e r  and the G l o r y , "
R.W . B .  L e w i s ,  e d . , M a l r a u x ,  C o l l e c t i o n  of C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s  
N e w  J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  1964), p. 54.

^ D t J e u  la R o c h e l l e ,  " M a l r a u x  a n d  N i e t z s c h e , "
P. G a i l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s . . . , p. 65.

^ A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,  " D e f e n s e  de l ' O c c i d e n t , "  by H e n r i  
M a s s l s ,  " N o t e s , "  La N o u v e l l e  R e v u e  F r a n q a i s e  (June 1927), 
p. 815.
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C H A P T E R  T W O  

TH E  W O R L D  OF R E V O L U T I O N

A . On the R o a d  to R e v o l u t i o n

As e a r l y  as 1 919 a n d  1920, at the a g e  of n i n e t e e n ,

A n d r e  M a l r a u x  b e g a n  his l o n g  w r i t e r ’s c a r e e r  c o l l a b o r a t i n g

w i t h  th e  s h o r t - l i v e d  m o n t h l y  m a g a z i n e  La C o n n a i s s a n c e ,

w h o s e  p r o g r a m  s t r e s s e d  n e w  and c o n s t a n t  e f f o r t ,  the d u t y  to

act as r e m e d y  to the l o s s  of the f e e l i n g  of h a p p i n e s s ,

. . to c r e a t e ,  if o n e  w a n t s  to c l a i m  th e  r i g h t  to l i f e  in

a w o r l d  w h e r e  e v e r y t h i n g  m u s t  be r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  r e b u i l t  
„1

t  *  t

L i v i n g  in the m i d s t  of an a t m o s p h e r e  of f e v e r i s h  

a c t i v i t y  M a l r a u x  b e g a n  to l e a n  t o w a r d  c o n t a c t s  t h a t - - l i k e  

the m a g a z i n e  A c t i o n - - s t r e s s e d  a n a r c h i s t  t e n d e n c i e s .  H o w ­

ever, M a l r a u x  did n o t  p r o f e s s  a n y  f a i t h  in the p a n a c e a s  o f ­

f e r e d  by the m a n y  m i n u s c u l e  g r o u p s  that p r o l i f e r a t e d  all 

o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  he s h o w e d  no i n c l i n a t i o n  t o w a r d s  any r e v o ­

l u t i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the a n a r c h i s t i c  t e n d e n ­

cie s  of t h i s  g r o u p  s e e m  to h a v e  b e e n  a c o m m o n ,  an d  not a 

s p e c i f i c ,  p h e n o m e n o n  a m o n g  the y o u t h  of the 1 9 2 0 ’s, a g e n ­

e r a t i o n  that fel t  d e c e i v e d  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  u n w i l l i n g  to 

put f a i t h  in u n k e p t  p r o m i s e s .
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D u r i n g  this p e r i o d  of c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  M a l r a u x  w r o t e

two a r t i c l e s ,  " L a  G e n e s e  des C h a n t s  de M o l d o r o r " an d  " As-
2p e c t s  d ’A n d r e  G i d e . " If h i s  w r i t i n g s  s h o w e d  no r e v o l u t i o n ­

ar y  p o s t u r e s ,  t h e y  r e v e a l e d  i m p o r t a n t  v i e w p o i n t s  that M a l ­

r a u x  w o u l d  k e e p  all a l o n g  his l i f e ,  n a m e l y ,  the d e f i n i t e  

r e s p e c t  for the F r e n c h  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  and the a t t a c h m e n t  

to a c o m m i t m e n t :  to s a v e  ' m a n . ’ T h i s  a t t i t u d e  of y o u n g

M a l r a u x  b e c a m e  e v e n  m o r e  e v i d e n t  b e c a u s e  of the fact that it 

w a s  p r o f e s s e d  d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  w h e n  the n i h i l i s t i c  i n d i v i d -  

u a l l s m s ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by the d ada m o v e m e n t ,  w e r e  in full 

fledge.^
M a l r a u x ' s  e f f o r t s  to s a v e  M a n  e x c l u d e d  the r e l i g i o u s  

a p p r o a c h .  A n o n - b e l i e v e r  at a v e r y  e a r l y  age, he s a w  the 

w o r l d  as a G o d l e s s  one, a n d  in the c o n f u s i o n  that r e s u l t e d  

f r o m  this m e n t a l  a t t i t u d e ,  M a l r a u x  t r i e d  to t r a c e  a n e w  

c o u r s e  in w h i c h  m a n  w a s  t h e  m a k e r  of m a n ' s  fate. T h e  v o i d  

lef t  by t h e  r e m o v a l  of r e l i g i o u s  c e r t a i n t y  ha d  to be f i l l e d .  

C l a r a  M a l r a u x  w r o t e :  " S i n c e  the w o r l d  wa s  e m e r g i n g  u n j u s t i ­

fie d  f r o m  a l u n a t i c  w a r  we w a n t e d  for d i s c o v e r y  to take the 

p l a c e  of fa i t h ,  k n o w i n g  p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  that no d i s c o v e r y  

c o u l d  be a n y t h i n g  but i n c o m p l e t e .  In the s a m e  w a y  we h a p p i l y  

put up w i t h  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  . . . We w e r e  a g e n e r a t i o n  w i t h ­

ou t  d o g m a t i s m ,  o n e  they s o u g h t  m o r e  t h a n  it f o u n d  and that 

r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  a n y  k i n d  of s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n ,  in s p i t e  of a 

r e a l  l i k i n g  for it, a l i k i n g  that m a d e  it the t e m p t a t i o n s
4

of T h o m l s m ,  an d  l a t e r  on, of M a r x i s m ,  a t t r a c t i v e . "
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M a l r a u x  c h o s e  two w e a p o n s :  the c o m m i t m e n t  to act

a n d  c h a n g e  r e a l i t y ,  a n d  the m o c k e r y  of r e a l i t y  that b r o u g h t  

h i m  I n t o  the w o r l d  of I m a g i n a r y ;  it is s i m p l y  a q u e s t i o n  of 

" r e c t i f y i n g  the u n a c c e p t a b l e  a b s u r d  w o r l d  e i t h e r  f o r c e f u l l y  

or a r t i s t i c a l l y . " ^  F o r c e f u l  a c t i o n  a n d  art m a k e  M a l r a u x  a 

f i g h t e r  a n d  an a r t i s t  at the sam e  time, a d i t h e i s m  that

s t a y s  w i t h  h i m  all a l o n g  hi s  c a r e e r  as a w r i t e r .

If the w o r l d  of the i m a g i n a r y  c o u l d  h a v e  b r o u g h t

M a l r a u x  to the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of m a n — a n d  to the a c c e p t a n c e

of F r e u d i s m  that M a l r a u x  r e j e c t e d ^ - - h i s  l e a n i n g  t o w a r d  a c ­

t i o n  h e l p e d  h i m  r e a l i z e  that it w a s  p o s s i b l e  for m a n  to e s ­

c a p e  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  of h e l p l e s s n e s s  and the d a n g e r  of a n n i ­

h i l a t i o n .  T h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e b e l l i o n  c o u l d  t r a n s f o r m  d i s ­

gust i n t o  s e r i o u s  a c t i o n .

In a s t u d y  d e v o t e d  to the e a r l y  w r i t i n g s  of M a l r a u x ,

A n d r e  V a n d e g a n s  p l a c e s  in 192 3  the " f i r s t  t e s t i m o n y "  to

M a l r a u x ' s  t e n d e n c i e s  to a v o i d  a t t a i n i n g  the r e a l  w i t h o u t

p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  r e a s o n ,  as w e l l  as his y e a r n i n g  to find a

c o n v i c t i o n ;  that w a s  in a b r i e f  P r e f a c e  to Ch. M a u r r a s '

b o o k  M a d e m o i s e l l e  M o n k . M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,

To go f r o m  t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  a n a r c h y  to the A c t i o n  
F r a n g  ala e it is n o t  to c o n t r a d i c t  o n e s e l f ,  b u t  to 
c o n s t r u c t .  If he [ M a u r r a s ]  w a n t e d  to l ife in 
[ a n c i e n t ]  G r e e c e ,  it is b e c a u s e  t h o s e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  
w e r e  use d  to b r i n g  h a r m o n y  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  l i v e s  and 
t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h i e s  . . . ^

A c t i o n  in a w o r l d  w i t h o u t  a n y  p o l a r  s t a r  h a d  to be 

b o t h  i n t e n s i v e  a n d  p u r p o s e f u l ;  s u c c e s s i v e  m e a n i n g l e s s
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a c t a — w h i c h  n e g a t e  or r e f u s e  to f o l l o w  a m e a n i n g f u l  s e ­

q u e n c e — s e e m  to h a v e  no a p p e a l  for M a l r a u x ,  On the c o n ­

tr a r y ,  s i n c e  his e a r l y  days, he s e e m s  to h a v e  ha d  a p r e d i ­

l e c t i o n  for a b a s i c  c o n v i c t i o n  that w o u l d  h a v e  s e r v e d  as a 

l e a d i n g  t h r e a d  in the d a r k n e s s  of the l a b y r i n t h  of c o n f u ­

s i o n  and a n a r c h i s t i c  p r e a c h i n g s .

A s e c o n d  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  d i s c l o s e d  by the 

P r e f a c e  is M a l r a u x ' s  s e n t i m e n t  that w a s  a l w a y s  k e p t  d ear; 

that is, the love for F r a n c e .  A n a l y z i n g  the M a u r r a s  p h e n ­

o m e n o n ,  M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,

. If his d o c t r i n e  c o u l d  not e x i s t  w i t h o u t  a 
g r e a t  a d m i r a t i o n  for F r a n c e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h o u t  
a p r e f e r e n c e  [ u n d e r l i n e d  by M a l r a u x ]  for e v e r y t h i n g  
that w a s  c r e a t e d  by the F r e n c h  g e n i u s  it is that 
t his a d m i r a t i o n  w a s  s i n c e  the b e g i n n i n g  of an a e s ­
t h e t i c  o r d e r ,  so d e e p l y  r o o t e d  into him, that he 
c o u l d  not h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to set a s y s t e m  that w o u l d  
n o t  b ase I t s e l f  on it. He p a s s i o n a t e l y  l o v e d  in 
G r e e c e  a n d  in It a l y ,  o n l y  w h a t  w a s  to d e t e r m i n e  the 
m o d e  of the F r e n c h  g e n i u s .  . . .®

If the d e s i r e  for c h a n g e  w a s  gr e a t ,  if the n e e d  to 

feel free f r o m  e v e r y t h i n g  wa s  c o n s t a n t ,  if M a l r a u x  in his 

e a r l y  t w e n t i e s  a c c e p t e d  the i d e a s  of an a c t i v e  a n a r c h i s m ,  

we s h o u l d  b e a r  in m i n d  that he a l s o  felt the n e e d  for a 

" d i s c i p l i n e d "  w a y  of t h i n k i n g  and an a t t a c h m e n t  to som e  

v a l u e s  that he felt to be p o s i t i v e ,  as a p o s s i b l e  m e a n s  of 

o r i e n t i n g  m a n ' s  life; F r e n c h  h e r i t a g e  wa s  one of them, and 

he w a s  u n w i l l i n g  to t h r o w  it away, at least u n t i l  as he 

p u t s  it, " . . .  a n e w  c o l l e c t i v e  a p p e a l  to the s o u l  w i l l  

p o w e r f u l l y  cal l  m a n . "  A g a i n s t  the t e n d e n c y  for d i s i n t e ­

g r a t i o n ,  M a l r a u x  r e s o l v e d  to m o b i l i z e ,  to s t r e n g t h e n  and
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to p u t  h i m s e l f  on the r o a d  to n e w  h o r i z o n s ,  to n e w  g o a l s  

d i r e c t e d  at o n e  f u n d a m e n t a l  a i m - - t o  f ind a n e w  n o t i o n  of 

m a n .

F o r  M a l r a u x  it m e a n t  to a c h i e v e  s e l f - m a s t e r y  and 

s e e k  an h o n e s t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  the r e a l  w o r l d - - n o t  that of 

the i m a g i n a r y  L u n e s  en P a p i e r  ( 1 9 2 1 ) - - t o  m eet w i t h  n o n -  

E u r o p e a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h o s e  that, 

ha d  not e x c l u d e d  the s a c r e d  an d  h a d  n e g l e c t e d  the i n d i ­

v i d u a l .  He t old his w i f e — " T h e  e s s e n c e  of the m a t t e r ,  

d o n ' t  y o u  t h i n k  is to k n o w  ho w  the O r i e n t a l  w i l l  a d o p t  h i m ­

s e l f  to the n e c e s s i t y  of b e c o m i n g  an i n d i v i d u a l ? " * ^

T h e  r o a d  he c h o s e  wa s  a d a n g e r o u s  one. The a d v e n ­

turer, a c c o r d i n g  to M a l r a u x  in 1930, " e s c a p e s  f r o m  h i m s e l f ,  

tha t  is to say, that he e s c a p e s  his f e e l i n g s  of b e i n g  

h a u n t e d  by d e a t h  at the s a m e  time that he runs t o w a r d  i t . " * *  

W h e n  in 1928, he left for I n d o c h i n a ,  he w a n t e d ,  t o t a l l y  i n ­

d e p e n d e n t ,  to l o o k  for new f r o n t i e r s  in o r d e r  to e s t a b l i s h  

a n e w  n o t i o n  of m a n ,  u s i n g  u n c o m m o n  w e a p o n s ,  l i v i n g  in u n u ­

sual c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  a w a y  for the r e a l m  of the i m a g i n a t i o n

and the f a n t a s t i c .  L i t e r a t u r e  w a s  not e n o u g h  for him, and
1 2w o r d s '  m a n i p u l a t i o n s  w e r e  no t  s u f f i c i e n t .  His a n x i e t y

d e m a n d e d  a m o r e  s o l i d  cure, a d i r e c t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  as c o n c r e t e  a s p e c t s  of d e s t i n y .  He c h o s e  A s i a ,  

a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  I n d o c h i n a ,  a c o u n t r y  w h e r e  F r e n c h  was s p o k e n  

and u n d e r s t o o d ,  a n d  a l a n d  p o s s e s s i n g  a w e a l t h  of a r c h e o ­

l o g i c a l  o b j e c t s .
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As a l o n e l y  f i g h t e r ,  d u r i n g  his f i r s t  I n d o c h i n a  

a d v e n t u r e ,  M a l r a u x  s u f f e r e d  d e f e a t .  S h a r i n g  in c o m m o n  a c ­

tion, d u r i n g  the s e c o n d  one, he k n e w  at l e a s t  the h o p e  of 

v i c t o r y .  As he l e a r n e d  that a c o m m o n  a c t i o n  m e a n t  m o r e  

t h a n  the sura of the i n d i v i d u a l s  I n v o l v e d  in it, M a l r a u x  

a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  the f r a t e r n i t y  t h a t  t r a n s f o r m s - - f i l I s  the 

i n n e r  l i v e s  of the m e m b e r s  of a c o m m u n i t y  a n i m a t e d  by the 

s a m e  w i l l .  No m a t t e r  h o w  h o p e l e s s  this f i g h t  a g a i n s t  the 

i n v i n c i b l e  d e s t i n y  ma y  a p p e a r ,  it s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s  its n o b l e  

c h a r a c t e r .  The w o r l d  an d  its c r u s h i n g  w e i g h t  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  

the s a m e ,  but m a n  has f o u n d  m e a n i n g f u l  w a y s  of f i g h t i n g  it, 

f o r m s  of i n t e n t i o n a l  p r o t e s t  a n d  p u r p o s e f u l  r e v o l t .  The 

w r i t e r  u s e s  this s o l i d  r e a l i t y  to c r e a t e  h i s  ow n  u n i v e r s e  

b a s e d  on the v e r y  d e t a i l s  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of d a i l y  life, 

w h i c h  he s o m e t i m e s  e x a l t s  to a h i g h e r  m e a n i n g .  As A n d r e  

V a n d e g a n s  p u t s  it, "Th e  o r i g i n a l i t y  of T h e  C o n q u e i o r s  . . .

and of the n o v e l s  that f o l l o w  it is to u t i l i z e  r e a l i t y  as 

a m e a n s  of e x p r e s s i o n  . . .  as w e l l  as to r e l a y  an e t h i c a l

m e s s a g e  . . . T h r o u g h  the h e r o e s '  w i l l  (the n o v e l s ]
13q u e s t i o n  d e s t i n y  . . ."

M a l r a u x  h a d  b e e n  t o r m e n t e d  by an u r g e  to t r a v e l  

s i n c e  his y o u t h ,  w h e n  he r e a l i z e d  that l i t e r a t u r e  c o u l d  no t  

s a t i s f y  his l o n g i n g .  A l o v e  for art, and e s p e c i a l l y  for 

O r i e n t a l  art, h e l p e d  in g i v i n g  m o r e  s t r e n g t h  an d  m e a n i n g  

to his b u r n i n g  d e s i r e  to see d i f f e r e n t  w o r l d s  an d  c i v i l i ­

z a t i o n s .  M a l r a u x  w r o t e :



56

W h a t  the c o n f r o n t a t i o n  of two o p p o s i n g  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  
c a u s e s  to a r i s e  w i t h i n  us is a k i n d  of r e a p p r a i s a l ,  
due to the d i s c o v e r y  of th e  a r b i t r a r i n e s s  of b o t h  
of them. To e x p e r i e n c e  the f e e l i n g  that ou r  w o r l d  
c o u l d  be o t h e r w i s e ,  t h a t  the m o d e s  of o u r  t h i n k i n g  
c o u l d  n o t  be t h o s e  w i t h  w h i c h  we a r e  f a m i l i a r ,  g i v e s  
a f r e e d o m  w h o s e  i m p o r t a n c e  m a y  b e c o m e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y . ^

A l t h o u g h  he c r a v e d  for a c t i o n ,  t h e r e  are no i n d i c a ­

t ions that M a l r a u x  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  in p o l i t i c s  at the time 

of hi s  d e p a r t u r e  in O c t o b e r ,  192 3 .*"’ W h a t  he s a w  in I n d o ­

c h i n a  d i s c o u r a g e d  h i m  to the p o i n t  of r e v o l t .  M o r a l l y ,  he 

felt c o m m i t t e d  to j o i n  the n a t i v e s  in t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  for 

e q u a l i t y  and f r e e d o m ,  and he t r i e d  to take a l e a d i n g  role 

in that fight. S y s t e m a t i c a l l y  h o s t i l e  to all b o u r g e o i s  

v a l u e s  that he h a d  r e j e c t e d  at a v e r y  e a r l y  age, M a l r a u x  

w i t n e s s e d  the d e g r a d i n g  r e s u l t s  of t h e s e  v a l u e s  f o r c e f u l l y  

a p p l i e d  a g a i n s t  a d e f e n s e l e s s  p o p u l a t i o n ;  he d i s c o v e r e d  a 

c o w a r d i c e  s t i c k i n g  to " l a w  a n d  o r d e r "  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  p r a c ­

tice, the i n e v i t a b l e  a c c e p t a n c e  of a p o l i c e  r e g i m e ,  and the 

s t i f l i n g  a t m o s p h e r e  of p e r m a n e n t  i n j u s t i c e  and its c r u e l e s t  

f o r m — the o p p r e s s i o n  of the i n n o c e n t .  The P n o m - P e n h  t r i a l  

- - c h a r g i n g  h i m  w i t h  the t h e f t  of a r c h e o l o g i c a l  o b j e c t s  

f r o m  A n g h o r - - o n l y  r e i n f o r c e d  his c o n v i c t i o n  of the n e c e s s i t y  

to c o n d e m n  c o l o n i a l i s m  as o n e  of the c o n c r e t e  a s p e c t s  of 

d e s t i n y .  I n d e e d ,  it is h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  that the t r i a l  w a s  

the last p u s h  n e e d e d  to t h r o w  h i m  i n t o  the a r e n a  of p o l i t i c s ,  

a s t r u g g l e  w h i c h  he w a s  n e v e r  to a b a n d o n .

T he p h y s i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the n e w  w o r l d  in w h i c h  

he w a s  g o i n g  to l i v e  b e c a m e  the e n e m y  to fight. The
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c o n c r e t e  a s p e c t  of t his w o r l d  wa s  the F r e n c h  c o l o n i a l  a d ­

m i n i s t r a t i o n  of I n d o c h i n a ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  to h i m  as the 

m a i n  o b s t a c l e  on the r o a d  to f r e e d o m  and e q u a l i t y  for the 

m i l l i o n s  of n a t i v e s .  As the s e r v a n t  of a s o c i a l  c a u s e ,  he 

was s t i l l  far f r o m  b e i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ;  n o t  e v e n  in the 

h eat of t h e  b a t t l e  did he a s k  for the s e p a r a t i o n  of I n d o ­

c h i n a  or h e r  c o m p l e t e  a u t o n o m y . ^

M a l r a u x ’s p o l i t i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  is a t y p i c a l  one. 

F i r s t ,  he d i s c o v e r e d  the m o n s t r o u s  l a c k  of j u s t i c e  and 

wa s  a p p a l l e d  by the d e p r e s s i n g  e c o n o m i c  s t a g n a t i o n  of I n d o ­

c h i n a .  He w i t n e s s e d  the c o r r u p t i o n  an d  the o p p r e s s i o n  that 

t h e s e  u n b e a r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  h a d  c r e a t e d .  T h e n ,  he felt 

t hat any e f f o r t  a i m i n g  at the i m p r o v e m e n t  of this p a i n f u l  

s i t u a t i o n  w a s  a m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n , ^  a s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  an d  

the m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  for b o t h  F r a n c e  and 

I n d o c h i n a .  He ha d  to u n d e r t a k e  w h a t e v e r  he c o u l d  do b e s t  

and b r i n g  his bes t  w e a p o n s  in the fi g h t .  As a t a l e n t e d

y o u n g  w r i t e r  he c o u l d  use the p o w e r  of the pen; he c h o s e  
18j o u r n a l i s m .  F i n a l l y ,  in J a n u a r y  1926, he wa s  f o r c e d  to

a b a n d o n  j o u r n a l i s m .  As he w a s  d i s c o u r a g e d  by the m a m m o t h  

s o l i d  w a l l  of c o l o n i a l  b u r e a u c r a c y  and c o r r u p t i o n ,  he felt 

the e n e m y  c o u l d  not be s h a k e n .  T h a t  f e e l i n g  of h e l p l e s s ­

n e s s  led h i m  to the " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  p o s i t i o n s  an d  d i r e c t  

p o l i t i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  not in I n d o c h i n a ,  b u t  in F r a n c e .

In ray v i e w ,  w r o t e  M a l r a u x ,  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  is 
b o r n  of a r e s i s t a n c e .  T h o u g h  a m a n  m a y  b e c o m e  
a w a r e  of c e r t a i n  i n j u s t i c e s  a n d  of c e r t a i n
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I n e q u a l i t i e s  t h o u g h  m a n  m a y  b e c o m e  a w a r e  of I n t e n s e  
s u f f e r i n g ,  that w i l l  n e v e r  s u f f i c e  to m a k e  a r e v o ­
l u t i o n a r y .  For that, it is n e c e s s a r y  that at the 
m o m e n t  w h e n  he s e e k s  to i n t e r v e n e  on b e h a l f  of that 
s u f f e r i n g ,  he e n c o u n t e r s  a r e s i s t a n c e . ( U n d e r l i n e d
by M a l r a u x ) ^ ?

L e a v i n g  S a i g o n  in J a n u a r y  1926, M a l r a u x  a c c e p t e d  

d e f e a t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the I n d o c h i n a  a d v e n t u r e  of 1924 and 

1925 h a d  m a r k e d  h i m  p r o f o u n d l y  and w a s  to s h a p e  his p o l i t ­

ical t h o u g h t  and his l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y  for m o s t  of his

l ife .

M a l r a u x  w i t n e s s e d  the o p p r e s s i v e n e s s  of the s y s t e m

u n d e r  w h i c h  the n a t i v e s  l i v e d  in I n d o c h i n a ;  his p e r s o n a l

e x p e r i e n c e ,  the h u m i l i a t i o n  he s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  " t h e  t h e f t "  

t r i a l  m a d e  h i m  e v e n  m o r e  a w a r e  of o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  p l i g h t .  

C o n f r o n t i n g  the s a m e  evil, he w e l c o m e d  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

fight the c o m m o n  o p p r e s s o r .  " T h e  e n e m y "  h a d  t a k e n  o v e r  the 

full c o n t r o l  of the p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n o m i c a l  l ife of the 

colo n y .  T h e r e  w a s  no r i g h t  to v o t e ,  to e l e c t  or to be 

e l e c t e d ,  s i n c e  the I n d o c h i n e s e  w e r e  not F r e n c h  c i t i z e n s ;  

t h e y  w e r e  r u l e d  by the s m a l l  A n t i l l e a n  c l e r k s ,  a p o p u l a t i o n  

that g a i n e d  F r e n c h  c i t i z e n s h i p  w i t h  the 1 789 R e v o l u t i o n .

The F o r e i g n  L e g i o n ' s  a d v e n t u r e r s  h a d  a free h a n d  all o v e r  

the c o u n t r y ;  t h e i r  c r u e l t y ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  d e n u n c i a t i o n  and 

m u r d e r ,  wa s  p r o v e r b i a l .  M a l r a u x ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  had 

d i s c o v e r e d  a land w h e r e  the r u l e  of the fist a n d  the law 

of the j u n g l e  h a d  r e p l a c e d  the law of r e a s o n ,  w h e r e  j u s t i c e  

had no m e a n i n g  for a b a n d  of g r e e d y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  an d



59

c o l o n i z e r s ,  w h e r e  to get r i c h  and fat, w a s  the r u l e  a n d  

n o t  the e x c e p t i o n .

M a l r a u x  l e a r n e d  that the m a s s e s  w e r e  g r o w i n g  i n ­

c r e a s i n g l y  a n g r y  a n d  r e s t l e s s ,  a n d  that the b e s t  e l e m e n t  of 

the p o p u l a t i o n ,  the e d u c a t e d  y o u t h ,  s a w  its e n e r g i e s  w a s t e d ,  

w i t h o u t  any d i r e c t i o n  or p u r p o s e .  M a n y  of t h e m  w e r e  a l ­

r e a d y  i m p a t i e n t ,  a n d  r e j e c t e d  any r e f o r m  or e v o l u t i o n a r y  

a p p r o a c h .  T hey w a n t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  " h e r e  and n o w , "  and t h e r e ­

fore t h e y  s i d e d  w i t h  the C o m m u n i s t s ,  wh o  w h e r e  at that time, 

the o n l y  o nes to p r o m i s e  a r a d i c a l  c h a n g e .

U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  M a l r a u x  d i s c o v e r e d  that 

time w a s  the m o s t  p r e c i o u s  e l e m e n t .  The p r e s s u r e  of e v e n t s  

ke p t  g r o w i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the i n f l u e n c e  of the C h i n e s e  r e v o ­

l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h  wa s  b r i n g i n g  the e c h o  of a r e s t ­

less p e o p l e  an d  its h o p e  for a n e w  life, w i t h  f r e e d o m  f r o m  

E u r o p e a n  d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  d i g n i t y  for m i l l i o n s  w h o  h a d  k n o w n  

on l y  h u m i l i a t i o n .

A f t e r  his f i r s t  and d e v a s t a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  in 

I n d o c h i n a ,  M a l r a u x  c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  F r a n c e ,  in J a n u a r y  1925. 

His d e c i s i o n  h a d  b e e n  m a d e - - t o  s i d e  w i t h o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n s  

w i t h  the o p p r e s s e d  c o l o n i a l  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t  c o l o n i a l  o p ­

p r e s s i o n .  For a few m o n t h s  l i t t l e  is k n o w n  of h i s  a c t i v ­

ities. T h e r e  is one i n t e r e s t i n g  c o i n c i d e n c e  b e t w e e n  M a l ­

r a u x ' s  " d i s a p p e a r a n c e "  ( J a n u a r y - M a y  1 925) in I n d o c h i n a  

a n d  h i s  c o n f e s s e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the f o r m a t i o n  of the 

" Y o u n g  A n n a m "  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  on one s ide, and, on the



60

o t h e r  s ide, the f o u n d a t i o n  by a y o u n g  t e a c h e r ,  w i d e l y  

k n o w n  as Ho C h i - M i n h ,  of the R e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e a g u e  of the 

Y o u t h  of V i e t n a m ,  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  the s a m e  p e r i o d  of 

time. It is the R e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e a g u e  that b e c a m e  the 

n u c l e u s  of the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  of V i e t n a m  (May, 1930).

T h i s  p e r f e c t  c o i n c i d e n c e  m a k e s  p l a u s i b l e  the a s s u m p t i o n  

t h a t  f o u r  m o n t h s  of q u a s i - c 1a n d e s t i n i t y  c o u l d  h a v e  p r o ­

d u c e d  s ome sort of c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  M a l r a u x  and the R e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  y o u t h  m o v e m e n t  w h o s e  l e a d e r s  w e r e  o f t e n ,  p a r ­

t i a l l y  or fully, F r e n c h  e d u c a t e d .

It s e e m s  that y o u n g  M a l r a u x  b e g a n  an u n d e r g r o u n d  

a c t i v i t y  to o r g a n i z e  the d i s g r u n t l e d  y o u n g  A n n a m i t e s  and, 

in so d o i n g ,  to c h a n g e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  int o  an 

e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h ,  lik e  any u n d e r g r o u n d  

m o v e m e n t ,  is an o r g a n i c  s t r u c t u r e .  S y s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o o r ­

d i n a t e d  an d  o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  d e f i n i t e  ru l e s ,  the m o v e m e n t  

l e a v e s  no r o o m  for c h a n c e  or the u n e s s e n t i a l ,  e v e r y t h i n g  

f u n c t i o n i n g  in s u c h  an i n t e g r a t e d  for m  that the r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p  of o n e  m e m b e r  to a n o t h e r  is g o v e r n e d  by his r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p  to the w h o l e  m o v e m e n t  i t s e l f .  W h e r e  M a l r a u x  was 

t r a i n e d ,  or i n i t i a t e d  in r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

m a t t e r s - - i f  at a l l - - i s  n o t  k n o w n ;  this is, it s e e m s  one 

of the m a n y  u n a n s w e r a b l e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  his life. He
20a d m i t s ,  t h o u g h ,  to hav e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .

We can o n l y  say that a c t i o n  is an e d u c a t i o n  in I t s e l f .
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T h e n ,  e i t h e r  d i s c o u r a g e d  by the i n h e r e n t  d i f f i c u l ­

t ies of c 1 a n d e s t i n i t y  or e a g e r  to b r i n g  h i s  o w n  c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n s  in a f i e l d  w h e r e  he felt s t r o n g e r ,  in M a y  1 9 2 5 ,  M a l ­

r a u x  c a m e  b a c k  to S a i g o n  a n d  b e g a n  the p u b l i c a t i o n  of the 

n e w s p a p e r  L ' I n d o c h i n e . In an e d i t o r i a l  w h i c h  s e e m s  to 

e x p r e s s  his f u n d a m e n t a l  p o s i t i o n  he a s s e r t s  tha t  ". . . one

d o e s  no t  g o v e r n  p e o p l e ;  t h a t  o n e  can, w i t h  a lot of tact, 

d i r e c t  an e v o l u t i o n ;  a nd, t h a t  d i r e c t i n g  it is a l a u d a b l e
,  n  2 1role.

T h e  e v o l u t i o n  d e s i r e d  by M a l r a u x  w a s  c l e a r l y  i n ­

s p i r e d  by F r a n c e ' s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  i d e a l s  of f r e e d o m  an d  j u s ­

t i c e ,  w h i c h  f r o m  the d a y s  of " T h e  R e p u b l i c  of V i r t u e "  to 

the l e f t i s t  p a r t i e s  o f  the a f t e r - w a r ,  h a d  b r o u g h t  s u c h  an 

a s t o n i s h i n g  a p p e a l  to a l l  the o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  of the

c o l o n i a l  l a n d s .  " A p p e a l  to the h u m a n i t a r i a n  i d e a l s  of
2 2F r a n c e .  Y o u  w i l l  get s a t i s f a c t i o n , "  h e  w r o t e .  He c a l l e d

for a F r a n c e  a n d  an A n n a m  c o - e x i s t i n g  in f r i e n d s h i p ,  n o t 

l i k e  m a s t e r s  a n d  s l a v e s .

T h e  e v o l u t i o n  d e s i r e d  by M a l r a u x  w a s  a r e v i v a l  of 

h o p e  for the m a s s e s  of I n d o c h i n a .  He h e l p e d  t h e i r  c o n ­

s c i e n c e s  to e v o l v e ,  to r a i s e  t h e m  to a l e v e l  w h e r e  t hey 

c o u l d  c o n c e i v e  of t h e m s e l v e s  as f r e e  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  a n d  

e s p e c i a l l y  to be a w a r e  of t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  s t r e n g t h .  T h e  

1 9 2 5  s p r i n g  e v e n t s  in C h i n a  w e r e  m o s t  e n c o u r a g i n g .  On 

M a y  20, 1925, a s c u f f l e  in S h a n g h a i  lef t  t e n  C h i n e s e

w o r k e r s  dead. M a l r a u x  s a w  in t h e s e  e v e n t s  the f i r s t  s i g n s
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of a n e w  e r a  for the w h o l e  c o n t i n e n t ;  he r e p r o d u c e d  the 

n e w s  w i t h  no c o m m e n t a r i e s  in his n e w s p a p e r  as " t e l e g r a m s  

of o u r  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e . "  T h e  n e w  s i t u a t i o n  a l a r m e d  the 

c o l o n i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and M a l r a u x  an d  his f r i e n d s  w e r e  

b r a n d e d  C o m m u n i s t  a g e n t s  an d  a n t i - F r e n c h .

T h e s e  e v e n t s  p l a y e d  a m a j o r  rol e  in s h a p i n g  the p o ­

l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  of M a l r a u x ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e y  c o n t r i b ­

u t e d  to the m a t e r i a l  n e e d e d  for h i s  l a t e r  n o v e l s ;  as he put

it in 1926, he u s e d  " all t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  a n d  d e t a i l s  of
i t  2 3p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  on a w i d e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s c h e m e .

M a l r a u x  had f u l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  that the p o l i c y  of the 

c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  wa s  b r i n g i n g  Franco - A n n a r a i t e  c o o p ­

e r a t i o n  to an end, a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  to the b l o o d y  c o n f r o n t a ­

t ion that he h o p e d  to av o i d .  He c a l l e d  for a s t r i c t  e q u a l ­

ity w i t h  the F r e n c h ,  for a r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h o s e  F r e n c h  wh o

w e r e  t h e r e  "by r i g h t ,  a r i g h t  that s h o u l d  not be a t t a c k e d
24. t h o s e  w h o  r e a l l y  w o r k , "  for a p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  to

i n f o r m  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  in F r a n c e ,  for A n n a m i t e  t e c h n i c i a n s ,

for the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of u n i o n s  as a m e a n s  of p r e s s u r e  on

the g o v e r n m e n t ,  but he s t o p p e d  s h o r t  of c a l l i n g  for d i r e c t

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n .  He w r i t e s :

H o w e v e r ,  all this d e m a n d s  g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e s ,  and 
for a l o n g  t i m e - - a n d  m a y b e ,  S i r , - - m y  a n s w e r  w o u l d  
h a v e  p l e a s e d  yo u  m o r e  if I h a d  s p o k e n  to y o u  of 
q u i c k  a n d  i m p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s ,  an d  s h o w n  in the 
sky v i s i o n s  of g r e a t  c a s t l e s  f i l l e d  w i t h  m a r v e l s
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2 6In an i m p o r t a n t  a r t i c l e ,  "Th e  C h o i c e  of E n e r g y "  

M a l r a u x  d e m o n s t r a t e s  a f u r t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  m a t u r i t y .  W r i t t e n  

in a h i g h l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t y l e ,  the a r t i c l e  c o n t a i n s  s t a t e ­

m e n t s  that r e v e a l  his d e e p  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the c o m p l e x  

c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  M a l r a u x  d e c l a r e d ,

E a c h  p o w e r  t hat f e e l s  i n s i d e  the i m p u l s e  of e x p a n ­
s i o n ,  . . .  as its f i r s t  t ask l o o k s  for s t r e n g t h  and 
to d i s c e r n  that c h a r a c t e r  of i n d e p e n d e n c e  an d  l o y a l t y  
r e a d y  for r e v o l t  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  s t r o n g  p e o p l e  are 
q u i c k l y  r e c o g n i z e d  {. . .] W h a t  I a m  w r i t i n g  h e r e  is
the a c c u s a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  w h i c h  
w i l l  p r o d u c e  the m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  a t t a c k  that c o l o n i ­
z a t i o n  m i g h t  h a v e  e v e r  s u f f e r e d  . . . T his a t t i t u d e
is f o r b i d d e n  by the F r e n c h  1 a ws w h i c h  do not t h i n k  
that F r a n c e  r e p r e s e n t s  s u c h  an u g l i n e s s  and s u c h  a 
s h a m e  that it s h o u l d  not be e x p o s e d  for the A n n a m i t e s  
to s e e .

E v e n  at the l a s t  hour, in his l a s t  a r t i c l e  to 

I n d o c h i n e  E n c h a i n e e , M a l r a u x  di d  not lose f a i t h  in the m a g i c  

of F r a n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  this tim e  he e x p r e s s e d  s ome r e s e r v a ­

tions: "We are g o i n g  to a p p e a l  to a l l  t h o s e  w h o ,  l i k e  you,

are n o w  s u f f e r i n g .  P e o p l e  in F r a n c e ,  w i l l  not a c c e p t  that

the s u f f e r i n g  that is m a r k i n g  y o u r  l i v e s  be i n f l i c t e d  in 
2 7its n a m e . "  T h i s  a r t i c l e  wa s  the s w a n  s o n g  b e f o r e  an u n ­

e x p l a i n a b l e  l o n g  s i l e n c e .

Th e  c o n s t a n t  a p p e a l  that M a l r a u x  k e p t  m a k i n g  for 

f r i e n d s h i p  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  and A n n a m  d e m o n s t r a t e s  M a l r a u x ' s  

la c k  of a t t a c h m e n t  to the b a s i c  M a r x i s t  t e n e t s  of c l a s s  

s t r u g g l e ,  to the t h e o r y  of i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  i n t e r e s t s  of the 

d i f f e r e n t  e c o n o m i c  and s o c i a l  s t r a t a  of a s o c i e t y .  F u r t h e r ­

m o r e ,  his i n s i s t e n c e  on i n d i v i d u a l  a b i l i t i e s  a n d
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o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f f e r e d  to t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  s h o w s  that M a l r a u x  

h a d  c o n f i d e n c e  on the v i a b i l i t y  of the free e n t e r p r i s e  s y s ­

tem as a f u n d a m e n t a l  e l e m e n t  in a d y n a m i c  s o c i e t y .

O n e  b a s i c  t h o u g h t  is r e f l e c t e d  in a l m o s t  al l  the

a r g u m e n t s  that M a l r a u x  u s e s  to d e f e n d  the n a t i v e s  of A n n a m ,

as w e l l  as the F r e n c h  c o l o n i z e r s  not a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  the

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h a t  t h o u g h t  is the v a l u e  of w o r k .  W o r k

for M a l r a u x  is the j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for the A n n a m i t e s  to as k

and o b t a i n  f u l l  r i g h t s  as f u l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  free c i t i z e n s .

W o r k  g i v e s  t h e m  t h e i r  v o i c e  to p r o t e s t ,  to o p p o s e  and, if
2 8n e c e s s a r y ,  to s t r i k e .  W o r k ,  M a l r a u x  m a i n t a i n s ,  g i v e s

a l s o  the F r e n c h  c o l o n i z e r s  the r ight to s t a y  th e r e ,  to 

p r o d u c e ,  "to c r e a t e "  n e w  w e a l t h ,  to be a c c e p t e d  as p a r t  of 

the c o u n t r y ’s life, a n d  n o t  as f o r e i g n  b o d i e s  in a h o s t i l e  

o r g a n i s m .  In m a k i n g  w o r k  s u c h  a f u n d a m e n t a l  v a l u e ,  M a l ­

r a u x  a d j o i n s  the b a s i c  t e n e t s  of M a r x i s m .

M a r x i s m ,  as we h a v e  seen, is f u n d a m e n t a l l y  an i n ­

t e r p r e t a t i o n  of h i s t o r y  b a s e d  on the r e v o l u t i o n  of e c o n o m i c s  

in g e n e r a l ,  an d  of the o w n e r s h i p  of the m e a n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  

in p a r t i c u l a r .  W h a t  M a l r a u x  w a s  p r e d i c t i n g  wa s  not the 

i d e o l o g i c a l  v i c t o r y  of that d o c t r i n e ;  it w a s  r a t h e r  the 

a p p e a l  of an o r g a n i z e d  p r o p a g a n d a  w h i c h  p r o m i s e d  e v e r y t h i n g  

in the s h o r t e s t  time to a p e o p l e  a l r e a d y  i m p a t i e n t  and d i s ­

c o u r a g e d  by b r o k e n  p r o m i s e s .  It was B o l s h e v i s m ,  a d e f i n ­

ite set of r u l e s  of a h i g h l y  e f f i c i e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  that 

ha d  p r o v e n  i t s e l f  in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  c o u r a g e o u s l y  led an d
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m a s t e r l y  e x e c u t e d  by p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  in a

m a r c h  t o w a r d  a p r o m i s e d  l a n d  of b r e a d ,  p e a c e  and f r e e d o m .

Th i s  [ c o l o n i a l ]  p o l i c y ,  w r o t e  I n d o c h i n e , is w h a t  
m a y  be b e s t  c r e d i t e d  for b r i n g i n g  B o l s h e v i s m  to 
this c o u n t r y ,  b e c a u s e  of a g e n e r a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  
b e c a u s e  of an a w a k e n i n g  an d  an e x a s p e r a t i o n  of the 
n a t i o n a l i s t  s e n t i m e n t  . . . -In A s i a ,  as in E u r o p e ,
the rich c l a s s e s ,  at this time, are d o i n g  all they 
can to s e r v e  the g a m e  of the e x t r e m i s t s . ^

C o m m u n i s t  p r o p a g a n d a  p r o m i s e d  to do a w a y  w i t h  all 

the h e a v y  s t r u c t u r e  of i n j u s t i c e  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and r e ­

p l a c e  s u c h  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  a ne w  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  w o u l d  be the 

f u l f i l l m e n t  of all a s p i r a t i o n s ,  w h e r e  e a c h  and e v e r y o n e  

w o u l d  s e c u r e  h i s  o w n  p l a c e  an d  h a v e  a p a r t  of the c o m m o n  

w e a l t h .  A n y o n e  w h o  w a s  b i t t e r l y  f r u s t r a t e d  a n d  felt p o w e r ­

l ess w o u l d  be a b l e  to c o r r e c t  the p r e s e n t  o v e r w h e l m i n g  

a b u s e s  a n d  i n j u s t i c e s .  W h a t  h e l p e d  the C o m m u n i s t s  eve n  

m o r e ,  w a s  the fact t h a t  c a p i t a l i s m  a p p e a r e d  to the l o c a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  to be a p r o d u c t  of f o r e i g n  rule, a fact that, 

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the l a c k  of d e m o c r a c y ,  p r o f o u n d l y  i n f l u e n c e d  

the n a t u r e  a n d  the o r i e n t a t i o n  of the I n d o c h i n e s e  r e s i s ­

t a n c e  m o v e m e n t .  A f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M a l r a u x  w i l l  w r i t e ,

"A l l  t h e i r  [ C o m m u n i s t s ' ] m e r i t  c o n s i s t s  in k n o w i n g  h o w  to

e x p l o i t  w i t h  a b i l i t y  a f a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  that the G o v e r n -
30m e n t  h a d  no t  e v e n  t r i e d  to a v o i d . "  T h a t  f a c t u a l  s i t u a ­

t i o n  w a s  the w o r l d  of the a b s u r d ;  to get out of that v i s ­

cous g r o u n d ,  M a l r a u x  m i g h t  hav e  l o o k e d  at the r e v o l u t i o n  

for h e l p ,  as a p o s s i b l e  s t r o k e  a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y ,  as a 

p o s s i b l e  w a y  to g i v e  m e a n i n g  to his life, to b r e a k  out of
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his h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n ;  but, he did not J o i n  the p a r t y  of 

the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m u n i s t s ,

A g a i n  M a l r a u x  m a k e s  a fine and v a l u a b l e  d i s t i n c t i o n

a m o n g  the f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d .  " T h e  e x a s p e r a t e d  A n n a m i t e s , "

he w r o t e ,  " u n a b l e  to w a i t  a n y  l o n g e r  for the f u l f i l l m e n t

of t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  p r o m i s e s ,  w o u l d  go, n o t  t o w a r d  C o m m u n i s m ,
31but t o w a r d s  the C o m m u n i s t s  . . In a d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a ­

tion, w h e n  o n l y  a c t i o n  c o u n t s ,  it is o n l y  n a t u r a l  that 

p e o p l e  r a l l y  a r o u n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  m a s t e r e d  the v i r t u e s  of 

a c t i o n .  In C h i n a ,  a n d  l a t e r  on in S p a i n ,  we w i l l  w i t n e s s  

that same h u m a n  i n c l i n a t i o n .

M a l r a u x  s e e m s  n o t  to h a v e  b e e n  c o n v i n c e d  by the 

C o m m u n i s t  line of t h o u g h t ;  an i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  he h a d  lit t l e  

f a i t h  in the m a s s e s  w h o  w e r e  less e a g e r  to u n d e r s t a n d  than 

p r o n e  to h a t e  w i t h  furor. M a l r a u x  r e m a i n e d  an e l i t i s t  i n ­

t e l l e c t u a l  in that he wa s  s t i l l  i n c l i n e d  to b e l i e v e  that it 

was t h r o u g h

a u n i v e r s i t y  e l i t e ,  and o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e m  that 
F r a n c e  c a n  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n  a s t a b l e  g o v e r n m e n t  in 
I n d o c h i n a  in a t ime w h e n  t r o u b l e s  are b e g i n n i n g .
P e o p l e ,  s t i l l  p a s s i v e ,  do not m o v e ,  but d e t e s t  us 
as f o r e i g n e r s .  It is the m o v e m e n t  t h a t  w i l l  be 
i n i t i a t e d  by t h e s e  g r a d u a t e s  and the n a t u r a l i z e d  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  n a t u r a l  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  that w i l l  
k e e p  the m a s s e s  in p a s s i v i t y  or w i l l  r a i s e  t h e m
a g a i n s t  u s  . ^ ^

T h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  M a r x i s t ,  a n d  e v e n  less C o m m u ­

n i s t ,  in t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ;  M a l r a u x  r e m a i n e d  b a s i c a l l y  a 

l i b e r a l  F r e n c h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w h o  did not see F r a n c e ' s  

p r e s e n c e  in I n d o c h i n a  as an act of f o r c e f u l  i m p o s i t i o n .
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He b e l i e v e d  in the e m a n c i p a t i n g  role of the R e p u b l i c  of

F r a n c e ,  in the b e n e f i c i a l  i n f l u e n c e  of F r e n c h  c u l t u r e  o v e r

the n a t i v e s ,  a n d  in the c o n s t r u c t i v e  c h a n n e l l i n g  of e n e r g y

t h a t  c o u l d  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  by a n e w l y  a p p o i n t e d  s o c i a l i s t

g o v e r n o r .  By no m e a n s  w a s  he a tru e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a s k i n g

for an i m m e d i a t e  and t o t a l  c h a n g e ,  r e q u e s t i n g  the o v e r t h r o w

of the e x i s t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  and its s u b s t i t u t i o n  by a n o t h e r .

He wa s  c l e a r l y  a s k i n g  for r e f o r m s  to a s s u a g e  to the r i s i n g

w a v e  "of h a t e  that, f r o m  the f u r t h e s t  r i c e  p a d d l e s  of
3 3C o c h i n c h i n a ,  w a s  a d v a n c i n g "  t h o s e  d a y s  up to the d o o r s  of 

the H i g h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  E v e r y t h i n g  led one to b e l i e v e  that 

an e x p l o s i o n  wa s  i m m i n e n t .  M a l r a u x  o n l y  t r i e d  to d e f u s e  

i t .

W h y  did M a l r a u x  n o t  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  the C o m m u n i s t  

g r o u p s  in I n d o c h i n a  w h e r e  he c o u n t e d  m a n y  I n d o c h i n e s e  

f r i e n d s ?  W h y  did not M a l r a u x  w h o  ha d  c o u r a g e ,  t h r o w  h i m ­

s e l f  i n t o  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  of the c l a n d e s t i n e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  an d  try to f o r c e  the c h a n g e  t h r o u g h  v i o l e n t  

a c t i o n ?  M a l r a u x  had not g i v e n  us any clues. His J o u r n a l i s ­

tic a c t i v i t y  m a k e s  of h i m  an a u d a c i o u s  s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r  

d e e p l y  b e l i e v i n g  that a r a p p r o c h e m e n t  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  and 

A n n a m  w a s  the m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  s o l u t i o n .  T h a t  s o l u t i o n ,  

h o w e v e r ,  w o u l d  m a i n t a i n  F r a n c e  as an e m p i r e  and A n n a m  as 

a c o l o n y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the k i n d  of r e f o r m  M a l r a u x  d e ­

s i r e d  so m u c h  w a s  l o o k e d  u p o n  as " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  by the 

r e a c t i o n a r i e s  of the r u l i n g  class, and M a l r a u x  w a s  b r a n d e d
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- - a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n  i t — as a d a n g e r o u s  B o l s h e v i k  a n d  a n t i -  

F r e n c h .

One m i g h t  say that r e s i s t a n c e  to c o l o n i a l i s m  had

two d i f f e r e n t  m e a n i n g s  for M a l r a u x  a n d  the C o m m u n i s t s .

For the l a t t e r ,  r e s i s t a n c e  c o n s i s t e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  in the

c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  the e x p l o i t e r s  an d  the e x p l o i t e d ;

this is the d e f i n i t i o n  of the C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n .  For

M a l r a u x ,  r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  m o r e  to be a c t e d  on p e r s o n a l  or

i n d i v i d u a l  g r o u n d s ,  it m e a n t  f i g h t i n g  a d e f i n i t e  enemy,

n a m e l y ,  i n j u s t i c e .  The r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  l o o k e d  u p o n  as a

f a v o r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  one w a s  g i v e n  a c h a n c e  to act

f o r c e f u l l y  w i t h  h o p e  to win. F i n a l l y ,  "He does not hav e  to

d e f i n e  the R e v o l u t i o n — as M a l r a u x  say s  for G a r i n e — but to
3 4c a r r y  it o u t . "

B . T h e  ' E u r o p e a n  S p i r i t ’ in C h i n a

1. The h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g . The n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y

E u r o p e a n  i m p e r i a l i s m  h a d  b r o u g h t  its w e i g h t  to b e a r  on

Chi n a .  Th e  A n c i e n t  E m p i r e  came u n d e r  s e v e r e  p r e s s u r e  on

a ll its b o r d e r s ,  lost its d e p e n d e n c i e s  and m u c h  of its own

t e r r i t o r y ,  g a v e  up s o m e  of its s o v e r e i g n  p o w e r ,  w a s
«

t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  p a r t i t i o n ,  l i v e d  in a s t a t e  of c i v i l  war, 

and e x p e r i e n c e d  p e r i o d s  of t e r r i b l e  m a s s i v e  fami n e .  I m ­

p e r i a l i s m  for the C h i n e s e  m e a n t  " l a n d - g r a b b i n g  , u n e q u a l  

t r e a t i e s ,  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of W e s t e r n  laws for the C h i n e s e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  law, i m p o s i t i o n  of c h e a p  m a c h i n e r y - m a d e  g o o d s ,
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p r o s e l y t i z i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of C h r i s t i a n  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,

f o r e i g n  i d e o l o g i e s  a n d  'isms,' d e m a n d s  for p r e f e r e n t i a l

t r e a t m e n t ,  g e n e r a l l y  a r r o g a n t  and b r u t a l ,  that, e s p e c i a l l y

s i n c e  1898, t h r e a t e n e d  to s u f f o c a t e  m i l l i o n s  of C h i n e s e

p e o p l e .  C h i n a  wa s  w e a k  an d  b a c k w a r d  a n d  it w a s  s a v e d  o n l y

by the i n a b i l i t y  of the [ E u r o p e a n ]  p o w e r s  to a g r e e  on the
35d i v i s i o n  of the s p o i l s . "

W h e n  M a l r a u x  w e n t  to A s i a ,  C h i n a  w a s  a c o u n t r y

w h e r e  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v e d  u s u a l l y  on

the b o r d e r l i n e  of s t a r v a t i o n .  F a m i n e  was the rule, not

the e x c e p t i o n .  As M a o  T s e - T u n g  r e m e m b e r s  it,

On c e ,  I h a d  k n o w n  the g r e a t  f a m i n e  of T c h a n g - c h a ,  
w i t h  the s e v e r e d  h e a d s  of the i n s u r r e c t i o n i s t s  h u n g  
on l o n g  s t i c k s ,  but I h a d  f o r g o t t e n .  For two m i l e s  
a r o u n d  my v i l l a g e  t h e r e  w e r e  no tree b a r k s  left and 
on s o m e  t r e e s ,  up to t w e l v e  feet h i g h ;  the s t a r v i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n  ha d  e a t e n  them. (A 525)

O f f i c i a l  g r a f t  an d  c o r r u p t i o n  w e r e  par t  of d a i l y  life, a n d  

had c a u s e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in the y e a r s  a f t e r  the p r o c l a m a t i o n  

of the first C h i n e s e  R e p u b l i c  (19J 2 ) ,  the p e a s a n t r y  to be 

d r i v e n  to the i m p o v e r i s h e d  towns. G a n g s  of a r m e d  b a n d i t s  

w e r e  r o a m i n g  all o v e r  the c o u n t r y  r a v a g i n g  c r o p s  a n d  p r o p ­

erty. C o u n t l e s s  v i c t i m s  of m i s r u l e  felt h o p e l e s s  and w o u l d  

not h e s i t a t e  to j o i n  any array— or the Red A r m y ' s  w a v i n g  

f lags c a r r y i n g  the two h i e r o g l y p h i c  w o r d s  D I V I D E  P R O P E R T Y ,  

In a c o u n t r y  w h e r e ,  as a C h i n e s e  s c h o l a r  p u t s  It, "a s y s t e m  

that m a k e s  p o s s i b l e  s u c h  c o n s t r a s t l n g  s p e c t a c l e s  as h a b i -  

ual h u n g e r  a n d  p a i n  on one h a n d ,  and e a s e  and l u x u r y  on
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the o t h e r "  r e v o l u t i o n  is a s o u n d  idea, b e c o m e s  a m o t i v a t i n g  

f o r c e  an d  u n d e r  the l e a d e r s h i p  of a " s m a l l  g r o u p  of d e v o t e d

e x p o n e n t s  s u c c e e d s  in m o b i l i z i n g  the o p p r e s s e d  an d  d i s -
, J . .36g r u n t l e d  m a s s e s .

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  of the C h i n e s e  s i t u a t i o n  

w a s  the C h i n e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r i s t o c r a t i c  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ;  

M a l r a u x  w i l l  c a l l  t h e m  " s k e l e t o n s  d r e s s e d  in e m b r o i d e r e d  

t o g a s ,  lost in the e t e r n i t y  of time as m o t i o n l e s s  a s s e m ­

b l i e s . "  (CH 47) T h e s e  m a n d a r i n s  p r o v e d  to be a real o b s t a c l e  

to the p r o c e s s  of c h a n g e  a n d  p r o g r e s s .  The a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  

t hat t h e i r  p r e s t i g e  e m a n a t e d  al l  a r o u n d  t h e m  c o n s u m e d  the 

p o t e n t i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e n e r g i e s  of the b e s t  y o u t h .

It w a s  e v i d e n t  t h a L  for a r e v o l u t i o n  to go a h e a d ,  

a f u n d a m e n t a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  n e c e s s a r y .  In 

C h i n a ,  this n e w  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n  in the m a g ­

a z i n e  The Y o u t h , e d i t e d  by C h e n g - D u  Shu, a p r o f e s s o r  of the
3 7P e k i n g  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  r a d i c a l  l e a n i n g .  R e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  i d e a s ,  f r o m  S o c i a l i s m  to C o m m u n i s m  an d  A n a r c h i s m  

w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  p a s s i o n a t e l y  d e b a t e d .  The i m p o r t a n c e  

of th e  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  g r e a t  b e c a u s e  of its 

e f f e c t  on the s t u d e n t s  w h o  w e r e  l o o k e d  u p o n  as the p o t e n ­

tia l  l e a d e r s  of any p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t .  M a l r a u x  w r i t e s ,  

" C h i n a  is b e g i n n i n g  to t a k e  i nto a c c o u n t  the v a l u e  of 

y o u t h ,  or to be m o r e  e x a c t ,  its s t r e n g t h . "  (TO 104)

T h i s  n e w  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a m o n g  the i n t e l l e c t u a l s  

wa s  a b l o w  to the p r i n c i p l e s  of C o n f u c i a n i s m ,  w h o s e  s t r o n g
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I n f l u e n c e  h a d  b r o u g h t  m a n y  I n t e l l e c t u a l s  to s i d e s t e p  m a n ' s  

o b l i g a t i o n s  to h e l p  d e v e l o p  m a n ’s p o s s i b i l i t i e s  to the u t ­

m ost. On e  of M a l r a u x ' s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  G a r i n e , w i l l  say, "Any 

ma n  w h o  d e t a c h e s  h i m s e l f  f r o m  the C h i n e s e  l i f e ,  f r o m  its 

r i t e s  a n d  its v a g u e  b e l i e f s  a n d  r e b e l s  a g a i n s t  C h r i s t l a n i s m  

as w e l l ,  is a g o o d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y . "  {C 197) To e s c a p e  C o n ­

f u c i a n i s m  w a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  as the s a c r i f i c e  of o n e ’s c a l m

an d  s e r e n i t y  on the a l t a r  of the t u m u l t u o u s  g e n e r a l  c a u s e .

O t h e r s ,  as w a s  the c ase of the old i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  L u s i n ,  

the f a t h e r  of C h i n e s e  l i t e r a r y  r e v o l u t i o n ,  " w h o s e  i n t e l l e c ­

tual h o n e s t y  h a d  o f t e n  p a r a l y z e d  a c t i o n  . . . an d  w h o

f r a n k l y  a d m i t t e d  that he w a s  t e m p e r a m e n t a l l y  d i s q u a l i f i e d

for a c t i o n  but that he w a s  w i l l i n g  to c h e e r  or e v e n  f o l l o w
3 8the l e a d e r s  in t h e i r  f i g h t  for w o r t h y  c a u s e s , "  w e r e  of the 

u t m o s t  a d v a n t a g e  to the c o u n t r y ' s  c h a n g e .  Yet, the c l a s s  

of m a n d a r i n s  wa s  s u c h  a p o w e r f u l  e l i t e  in t h o s e  days, that

M a l r a u x  w i l l  w r i t e ,  " T h e r e  is no C h i n a  to s p e a k  of. T h e r e

are o n l y  C h i n e s e  e l i t e s . "  (TO 103) W i t h  the n e w  c o n s c i o u s ­

ness, h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a g o o d  r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  that t h e r e  

w o u l d  be a C h i n a  to s p e a k  of, a f t e r  all, a n d  t hat the e t e r ­

nal e l i t e  " t h e  d i r t y  b u n c h  of p e o p l e ,  w i s e  a n d  d e b a s e d "  

w o u l d  be q u i e t e d  d o w n  by the n e w  w a v e  of "a s a v a g e  i d e a l i s m "  

(C 197) that c a l l e d  for r e v o l t .  T h i s  r e v o l t ,  the old 

C h i n e s e  p a s s i o n  for l i b e r a t i o n ,  w a s  b e i n g  c o n t a m i n a t e d  

w i t h  the E u r o p e a n  i n f e c t i v e  a g e n t  of c o u r a g e  an d  w a s  a r m e d  

w i t h  the E u r o p e a n  s p i r i t  of o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  E u r o p e
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as the d o m i n a t i n g  p o w e r ,  had b e g u n  to l o s e  g r o u n d .

T h e  w h o l e  c o n t i n e n t  of A s i a  w a s  b o i l i n g ;  the 

m i l l i o n s  w e r e  w a k i n g  up a f t e r  c e n t u r i e s  of a dee p  sleep. 

M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,  "A n e w  C h i n a  is b e i n g  b o r n ,  tha t  we f i n d  it 

h a r d  to c o n c e i v e ;  w i l l  she be s h a k e n  up by one of t h e s e  

c o l l e c t i v e  e m o t i o n s  that h a v e  so m a n y  t i m e s  c a p s i z e d  h e r ?  

E v e n  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  the c h a n t i n g  of p r o p h e t s ,  the d eep 

g r o u n d e d  v o i c e  of d e s t r u c t i o n  is a l r e a d y  e c h o i n g  in the 

f u r t h e r m o s t  c o r n e r s  of A s i a . "  (TO 106)

T h a t  v o i c e  of d e s t r u c t i o n  w a s  f o r e c a s t i n g  the 

b r e a k i n g  d o w n  of one of m a n ' s  g r e a t e s t  s o c i a l  s y s t e m s ,  

f o u n d e d  e i t h e r  on the t o t a l  s u b m i s s i o n  to god s  or to man, 

"the m a n d a r i n s ’ C h i n a ,  w h e r e  w o m a n  is s u b s e r v i e n t  to man, 

as m a n  is s u b s e r v i e n t  to S t a t e ;  a n d  [where] to be m a n ' s

s e r v a n t  is less h a r d  t h a n  to be S t a t e ' s  s e r v a n t .  De we

live for o u r s e l v e s ?  We are s i m p l y  n o t h i n g s .  We live for 

the S t a t e  in the p r e s e n t ,  for the o r d e r  i m p o s e d  u p o n  us by 

o u r  d e a d  all a l o n g  the u n e n d i n g  c e n t u r i e s .  . . (CH 47)

as a C h i n e s e  m a n d a r i n ,  h i m s e l f ,  d e s c r i b e d  it.

The C h i n e s e  w e r e  r e a l i z i n g  that t h e i r  fate h a d  to 

be t a k e n  i nto t h e i r  o w n  h a n d s ,  s i n c e  n o t h i n g  w o u l d  com e  

f r o m  " t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n "  w i t h  the E u r o p e a n  c a p i t a l s .  A c t i o n  

w a s  n e e d e d  to face the s i t u a t i o n ;  it w a s  o nly n a t u r a l  that 

the A s i a t i c s  w o u l d  t u r n  to the o n l y  o r g a n i z e d  e f f e c t i v e  

f o r c e — the C o m m u n i s t s  and t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s  of a c ­

tion. P e o p l e  w h o  "at the en d  of t h e i r  rope, d r a g g e d  int o
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f o o l - h a r d y  a d v e n t u r e s  by the f o r c e  of e v e n t s ,  [and w h o ]

d e s p e r a t e l y  o f f e r  t h e m s e l v e s  to a i r p l a n e s ,  b o m b s  and

m a c h i n e - g u n  b u l l e t s  to s e e k  a d e a t h  the y  no l o n g e r  f e a r "

are the b e s t  m a t e r i a l  to be m o l d e d  by the C o m m u n i s t s ,  no

m a t t e r  that " e v e n  the b e s t  e d u c a t e d  do not k n o w  e x a c t l y
3 9w h a t  C o m m u n i s m  is," a d d s  M a l r a u x .

W h e n  M a l r a u x  l a n d e d  in I n d o c h i n a  for the first 

time, the C h i n e s e  n a t i o n a l i s t  m o v e m e n t  h a d  a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d  

a n e w  f r i e n d ,  S o v i e t  R u s s i a .  O n  J a n u a r y  1, 1924, an o f f i ­

c i a l  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n  the C h i n e s e  P r e s i d e n t  

S u n  Y a t - S e n  an d  the S o v i e t  A m b a s s a d o r  to C h i n a ,  A. Jof f e .  

T h e  j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d ,  i n c l u d e d  the f o l l o w i n g  p a r a ­

g r a p h :

Dr. Sun Y a t - S e n  h o l d s  that the C o m m u n i s t  o r d e r ,  e v e n  
the S o v i e t  s y s t e m ,  c a n n o t  a c t u a l l y  be i n t r o d u c e d  into 
C h i n a ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  do n o t  e x i s t  h e r e  the c o n d i t i o n s  
for the s u c c e s s f u l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of e i t h e r  C o m m u n i s m  
or S o v i e t i s m .  T h i s  v i e w  is e n t i r e l y  s h a r e d  by Mr. 
J o f f e ,  w h o  is f u r t h e r  of the o p i n i o n  that C h i n a ' s  
p a r a m o u n t  and m o s t  p r e s s i n g  p r o b l e m  is to a c h i e v e  
n a t i o n a l  u n i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a t t a i n  full n a t i o n a l  i n d e ­
p e n d e n c e ,  a n d  as r e g a r d s  this g r e a t  task, he has 
a s s u r e d  Dr. Sun Y a t - S e n  that C h i n a  has the w a r m e s t  
s y m p a t h y  of the R u s s i a n  p e o p l e  a n d  can c o u n t  on the 
s u p p o r t  of R u s s i a . ^

The C o m m u n i s t - K u o m i n g t a n  a g r e e m e n t  di d  not w o r k .

T h e  C o m m u n i s t s  h a d  h o p e d  to u t i l i z e  the n a t i o n a l i s t i c  

a s p i r a t i o n s  of K u o m i n g t a n .  T h e  l a t t e r  on the o t h e r  h a n d ,  

t r i e d  to e x p l o i t  the C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t e c h n i q u e s  

a n d  the m a t e r i a l  a i d  c o m i n g  f r o m  R u s s i a .  E v e n  m o r e  i m ­

p o r t a n t  w a s  the fact, t h a t  the C o m m u n i s t s  o p e n l y  c l a i m e d
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to s u p p o r t  the n a t i o n a l i s t i c  p r o g r a m  of K u o m i n g t a n .  In 

the e y e s  of the p e o p l e ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l l i e s .  It w a s  d i f f i ­

cult for t h e m  to t u r n  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  a l l i e s  and " e s c a p e  the 

c h a r g e  of d u p l i c i t y  a n d  t r e a c h e r y  . . .  an u n t e n a b l e  p o s i ­

tio n  b e c a u s e  of the [ C h i n e s e ]  d e e p - r o o t e d  e t h i c a l  p r e j u -
41d i c e s  a g a i n s t  d u p l i c i t y  and t r e a c h e r y . "  The S o v i e t  p u b l i c  

p o s i t i o n  as s t a t e d  in the 1924 D e c l a r a t i o n ,  w a s  that the y  

w e r e  t h e r e  n o t  to b r i n g  a b o u t  a C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  in 

C h i n a ,  but to h e l p  C h i n a  a c h i e v e  n a t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  The 

S o v i e t  a t t i t u d e  h a d  p r a c t i c a l l y  h a n d c u f f e d  the C h i n e s e  

C o m m u n i s t s ,  and wa s  s e r v i n g  o n l y  the R u s s i a n  i n t e r e s t s .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  d i s t r u s t  of the f o r e i g n e r s  w h o  h a d  d o m i n a t e d  

C h i n a  for the last h u n d r e d  y e a r s ,  did not e x c l u d e  S o v i e t  

R u s s i a  w h o s e  i n t e n t i o n s  b e c a m e  s u s p i c i o u s  a f t e r  s u p p o r t i n g  

the i n d e p e n d e n c e  of O u t e r  M o n g o l i a  a n d  w h o s e  n e u t r a l  p o s i ­

tion in the S i n o - J a p a n e s e  c o n f l i c t  w a s  d e e p l y  r e s e n t e d  by 

m o s t  of the C h i n e s e .  It is t h e r e f o r e  o n l y  n a t u r a l  that the 

S o v i e t  p o l i c y  of " p a t i e n c e  an d  i n c u b a t i o n "  a d o p t e d  in o r d e r  

not to b r i n g  a b o u t  an a b o r t i v e  r e v o l u t i o n  wa s  of c o u r s e  

o p p o s e d  by m a n y  C h i n e s e  C o m m u n i s t  l e a d e r s  wh o  felt that 

" t a c t i c a l l y ,  e x p e d i e n c e  ma y  be J u s t i f i e d ,  but it is n e c ­

e s s a r y  to m a k e  s u r e  that the e x p e d i e n c y  w i l l  not c o m p r o m i s e  

the f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d  and d a m a g e  o n e ' s  o w n  p o s i ­

tion. R e v o l u t i o n  m u s t  be c a r r i e d  u n d e r g r o u n d  fir s t ,  but 

on c e  a r e v o l u t i o n  has c o m e  out i n t o  the o pen, it m u s t  fly 

its o w n  c o l o r s  a n d  n o t  b o r r o w  t h o s e  of a p o t e n t i a l
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,.42e n e m y ,

T h e  C h i n e s e  n a t i o n a l i s t  f e e l i n g s  w e r e  s t r o n g .  The 

f irst C h i n e s e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a r m y  of C a n t o n  (1926) w a s  

b a s i c a l l y  n a t i o n a l i s t i c ,  a l t h o u g h  the m a i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

h a n d  w a s  C o m m u n i s t .  T h e  K o m i n t e r n  t a c t i c i a n s  w e r e  f ully 

a w a r e  t h a t  the C h i n e s e  g e n e r a l s ,  t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e  c a d r e s ,  

as w e l l  as m o s t  of the i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  w e r e  not c l a s s ­

c o n s c i o u s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  the t h e o r y  of 

the c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  In S h a n g h a i  one y e a r  

l a t e r  (1927) w h e n  a C o m m u n i s t  t a k e - o v e r  a t t e m p t  fail e d ,  the

N a t i o n a l i s t i c  a r m y  g e n e r a l s  i n i t i a t e d  an o p e r a t i o n a l  p u r g e
4 3of a f r i g h t e n i n g  m a g n i t u d e .

To a d d  e v e n  m o r e  to this c o n f u s i o n ,  the W e s t  ha d

a lso b r o u g h t  in C h i n a  the d i s s i d e n t  s p i r i t ,  i n s e p a r a b l e

f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  O p p o s i n g  f a c t i o n s  w e r e  q u i c k l y

f orm e d ,  and in a s h o r t  t i m e  t hey w e r e  f i g h t i n g  e a c h  other.

In 1927, M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,  " . . . O u r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b r i n g s  its

s t r e n g t h  w i t h  its i n d i v i d u a l i s m ;  it o r g a n i z e s  A s i a ,  of

c o u r s e ,  but in f a c t i o n s  o p p o s i n g  one a n o t h e r . S i n c e

one of t h e s e  f a c t i o n s ,  the C o m m u n i s t s ,  w e r e  g a i n i n g  g r o u n d

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  as the o n l y  s u p p o r t e r s  of a total f r e e d o m ,

t h e i r  m a i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  the K o m i n t e r n  in M o s c o w ,  s e e m e d

to h a v e  b e e n  able, in t h o s e  day s  at least, to b r i n g  a

s o l u t i o n  to the p r o b l e m .  A n d r e  V a n d e g a n s  c o m m e n t s ,

. . , U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the i n d i f f e r e n c e  of its a g e n t s
t o w a r d s  "th e  h u m a n  c o n s t a n t s , "  t h e i r  f a s c i n a t i o n  
for t h e i r  t e c h n i q u e s ,  the h e a v y  w e i g h t  of the
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d o c t r i n a l  p r e c e p t s  . . . all t h e s e  t o g e t h e r  c o m p r o ­
m i s e d  the a c t i o n  of C o m m u n i s m ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  the e s ­
t a b l i s h m e n t  of g r e a t  c o l l e c t i v e  v a l u e s , ^

C h i n a ' s  t r a g e d y  w a s  w e a r i n g  a m o d e r n  m a s k .  It is w i t h i n

t h i s  t u r b u l e n t  f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  M a l r a u x ' s  c h a r a c t e r s  f i g h t

for t h e i r  li v e s ,  t h e i r  f r e e d o m ,  an d  t h e i r  d i g n i t y .

E x c e p t  for a s h o r t  s t a y  at the e n d  of A u g u s t  1925 

and a s h o r t  v i s i t  in S h a n g h a i  in 1931, M a l r a u x  ha d  not 

v i s i t e d  m a i n l a n d  C h i n a .  T h e  few d a y s  that he s p e n t  in 

C a n t o n  a n d  l a t e r  in S h a n g h a i  gav e  h i m  a f i r s t - h a n d  v i e w  of 

t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  of that c o u n t r y ,  w h i c h  he f u l l y  

u t i l i z e d  in h i s  n o v e l s .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  d e t a i l s  s e e m  to h a v e  

b e e n  s u p p l i e d  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t s  of 

the e v e n t s .

T h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  of the m i d - t w e n t i e s  r e v e a l e d  the 

s t r e n g t h  of the two A s i a t i c  g i a n t s ,  I n d i a  a n d  C h i n a ,  a n d 

the p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e i r  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  the d o m i n a t i o n  of 

the E u r o p e a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  A m e r i c a n  e c o n o m i c  c o n s o r t i u m s .  

E v e r y t h i n g  s e e m e d  to h a v e  b e e n  t r e m b l i n g  u n d e r  the g i g a n t i c  

w e i g h t  of the m a s s i v e  m o v e m e n t  w h o s e  e f f e c t s  r e v e r b e r a t e d  

al l  o v e r  the c o n t i n e n t ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  in I n d o c h i n a ,  a 

c o u n t r y  w i t h  c e n t u r i e s - l o n g  h i s t o r i c a l  ties w i t h  China.

It is in t h a t  F r e n c h  p o s s e s s i o n  tha t  M a l r a u x  w i t n e s s e d  the 

e f f e c t s  of the e a r t h q u a k e .

As M a l r a u x  wa s  s a i l i n g  for S a i g o n ,  the c a b l e g r a m s  

f r o m  C a n t o n  w e r e  p o s t e d  on the b u l l e t i n  b o a r d ;  s y m b o l i c ­

a l l y  they a n n o u n c e d  an d  f o r e c a s t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  the p r e s e n t
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and the f u t u r e  of the A s i a n  c o n t i n e n t :

E a c h  day, the n e w s  d e t a i l  the [ A s i a t i c ]  d r a m a  that
is b e g i n n i n g ;  n o w ,  that d r a m a  is t a k i n g  s h a p e ,  a
d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t h a t  h a u n t s  all t h o s e  p e o p l e  on
b o a t  . . . W h a t  r e a l l y  s e e m s  to s h o c k  e v e r y o n e
. . . is the e m e r g e n c e  of an u n e x p e c t e d  w i l l  w h i c h
a p p e a r s  to be as t e n a c i o u s  as the E n g l i s h  w ill.
( C l l 3)

C h i n a  w a s  a p r o p i t i o u s  a n d  m o r e  p r o m i s i n g  g r o u n d  

for r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t  t h a n  I n d o c h i n a .  M a l r a u x  p l a c e d  

two of his f i r s t  n o v e l s  in the two C h i n e s e  c i t i e s  that w e r e  

d r a w i n g  the w o r l d ’s a t t e n t i o n — C a n t o n  in 1925, and S h a n g h a i  

in 1 9 2 7 - - b o t h  the m a t e r i a l  of a t i m e l y  s u b j e c t .

2. R e v o l u t i o n  at w o r k . To t h o s e  w h o  t h o u g h t  that 

E u r o p e  was g o i n g  b r o k e ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  left h e i m a t l o s , 

a r e s t l e s s  A s i a  o f f e r e d  the c h a n c e  to s e e k  a c t i o n  and a d ­

v e n t u r e .  C h i n a ,  the s l e e p i n g  g i a n t ,  w a s  a w a k e n i n g .  For

the W e s t e r n  m a n  w h o  h a d  " r e a c h e d  a s t a t e  of w e a r i n e s s  w i t h
4 6all that had s u s t a i n e d  him t h e r e t o f o r e , "  China was wide

open, as we l l  as re c e p t i v e  to the efforts of those natives

w h o  w e r e  " s e a r c h i n g  for d e e p e r  r e a s o n s  for l i v i n g  or dy- 
4 7i n g . "  C h i n a  w a s  t r y i n g  to f i n d  a n e w  i m a g e  for h e r s e l f ,  

she w a s  w a i t i n g  for ". . . the day [that] the w o r l d  in

w h i c h  [she] l i v e d  [would] d o u b t l e s s  reel a n d  c o l l a p s e " ;  

she wa s  a l m o s t  i m p e r c e p t i b l y  p r e p a r i n g  for . . the
4 8c o l l e c t i v e  a p p e a l  of the s o u l  [that] s w i n g s  men. . . ."

For the a d v e n t u r e - s e e k i n g  W e s t e r n  m a n  the time 

wa s  r ipe to q u e s t i o n  h i m s e l f  and test his p o w e r s ,  to



78

a r m  h i m s e l f  and c h o o s e  his w e a p o n s  In o r d e r  to b r e a k  the 

c h a i n s  of his d e s p e r a t e  c o n d i t i o n .  It w a s  a t i m e  for h i m  

to take a r e s o l u t e  a n d  w e l l - c a l c u l a t e d  s tep, in o r d e r  to 

d i s c o v e r  life, p r e s s e d  by a d e e p l y  felt n e e d  to try c o n ­

s c i o u s l y  to be w h a t  one w a n t s  to be, to f o r c e f u l l y  giv e  

an a c c e p t a b l e  m e a n i n g  to h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e  t h r o u g h  a wa y  of 

b e i n g  tied, i m m e d i a t e l y  and o r g a n i c a l l y ,  to all the t u r ­

m o i l s  of t r o u b l e d  times. It w a s  a l s o  a t i m e  for a c h o i c e  

m a d e  t h r o u g h  r e f u s a l ,  a s t r u g g l e  u n d e r t a k e n  to r e j e c t  the 

e x i s t i n g  o r d e r  of t h i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  to c r e a t e  a n e w  one. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it w a s  a c h o i c e  b a s e d  on a n e g a t i v e  e l e m e n t ,  

i s o l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c a r r i e d  w i t h i n  it the s e e d  of i n e v i t a b l e  

de f e a t .

W e s t e r n  m a n  a s p i r e d  to be the h e r o  of a l i f e  w h i c h
U9is not at all l i k e  that of o t h e r  men, a n d  his s e l f -  

a s s i g n e d  m i s s i o n  . . w a s  to t e a c h  the C h i n e s e  w h a t  a

c o l o s s a l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r c e  lay in the i d e a s  l e a d i n g  to a c ­

tion, " ^  in a time w h e n  the d r a m a  of the C h i n e s e  s p a s m  p r e ­

c i p i t a t e d  a c o n v u l s i o n  e m b o d i e d  in a v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n  

t h r e a t e n i n g  e v e r y b o d y  and e v e r y t h i n g  in that c o u n t r y .

W h a t  w a s  the E u r o p e a n  m i n d  b r i n g i n g  to C h i n a ?

O f f i c i a l l y  it wa s  M a r x i s m  t hat w a s  a d v a n c i n g  in 

Chi n a ,  w i t h  its s t r e s s  on the w i l l  to c h a n g e ,  a m o v e m e n t  

J u s t i f i e d  by its d i a l e c t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of h i s t o r y .  

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two i n f l u e n c e s  that w e r e  s h a k i n g
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the f o u n d a t i o n s  of C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y :  the W e s t e r n  p r e d i s p o s i ­

t i o n  for a c t i o n ,  a n d  L e n i n i s t  C o m m u n i s m  as a m e t h o d  of o r ­

g a n i z i n g  w o r k e r s '  p a s s i o n s ,  as a m e a n s  of p r e p a r i n g  a v a n ­

g u a r d ,  an e l i t e  g r o u p  for r e v o l u t i o n ,  the o r g a n i z e d  p r o l e ­

t a r i a t  an d  its d i c t a t o r s h i p .

The p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  for a c t i o n  is a n e e d  felt from 

i n s i d e .  It is the r e s u l t  of the d i s c o v e r y  of the u n i q u e  

c h a r a c t e r  of life, of d e a t h  as an end to e v e r y t h i n g ,  of the 

v a n i t y  of the w o r l d  in w h i c h  we live. T h e r e  is o n l y  one 

life, o n e  l i f e  that one c a n n o t  a f f o r d  to lose, e v e n  if it 

w e r e  to be g i v e n  for o n e ' s  o w n  c h i l d r e n .  As the a d v e n t u r e r  

G a r i n e  r e m a r k s ,  "A lif e  is w o r t h  n o t h i n g ,  but n o t h i n g  is 

m o r e  v a l u a b l e  t h a n  a l i f e . "  (C 299)

The m e t h o d s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  are a n e c e s s i t y  i m ­

p o s e d  f rom the o u t s i d e .  T h e y  i n v o l v e  a p r o g r a m ,  a p l a n  of 

a c t i o n ,  w h i c h  a i m s  at a d e f i n i t e  goal: the f o r c e f u l  o v e r ­

t h r o w  of the e x i s t i n g  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and its 

r e p l a c e m e n t  by a n e w  t i g h t l y  s t r u c t u r e d  and m a t e r i a l i s t i c a l ­

ly o r i e n t e d  one.

T h e  r e a c t i o n  to t h e s e  two i n f l u e n c e s  in C h i n a  w a s  

not u n a n i m o u s .  M o s t  of the y o u n g  C h i n e s e ,  d r a w n  out of the 

m u d  an d  m i r e  of a m i s e r y  that the W e s t  f i n d s  d i f f i c u l t  to 

i m a g i n e ,  w e l c o m e d  the W e s t e r n  g ift, " t h e  c r e a t i o n  c o n ­

s t a n t l y  r e n e w e d  by a c t i o n  of a w o r l d  d e s t i n e d  to a c t i o n . "

(TO 20) T h e y  o f f e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  to the l i b e r a t i o n  from 

m i s e r y ,  w i t h o u t  f o r g e t t i n g  it. In t h e i r  s o m e w h a t  c o n f u s e d
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j u d g m e n t  one t h i n g  b e c a m e  c l e a r  to t h e m - - t h e  c o n c e p t  of the 

u n i q u e n e s s  of life. W i t h  d e a t h  h a v i n g  los t  its f r i g h t e n i n g  

c h a r a c t e r ,  the o n l y  t h i n g  that r e m a i n e d  to f e a r  w a s  the 

fear of s p o i l i n g  o n e ' s  onl y  life. " W h e n  one has o n l y  one 

life, one does n o t  try to c h a n g e  the s o c i a l  o r d e r , "  the 

G e n o v e s e  a n a r c h i s t  R e b e c c i  u s e d  to r e p e a t  to y o u n g  H ong.

(C 38) E v e r y  d a y  of the p a s t  wa s  h a t e d  b e c a u s e  it was 

lost, jus t  as e v e r y t h i n g  that s y m b o l i z e d  that pas t  was d e ­

test e d .  In C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  

p r e s t i g i o u s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  the h a t e  a g a i n s t  it t o o k  the 

c h a r a c t e r  of a duty. One m u s t  p e r f o r m ;  one m u s t  act; 

t h a t ' s  e s s e n t i a l .  M a l r a u x  w r o t e :

C o n c o m m i t a n t l y  w i t h  the t e r r o r  of a m e a n i n g l e s s  
de a t h ,  of a d e a t h  that does not pa y  or c o m p e n s a t e  
for life, the i d e a  is b o r n  of the p o s s i b i l i t y  for 
e a c h  m a n  to w i n  o v e r  the c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  of the 
u n f o r t u n a t e s ,  to s u c c e e d  in h a v i n g  that p a r t i c u l a r  
an d  i n d i v i d u a l  life, that t h e y  c o n f u s e d l y  m a i n t a i n e d  
to be the m o s t  p r e c i o u s  t h i n g  that r i c h  p e o p l e  
have. (C 137)

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  o n l y  a c t i o n  c o m p e n s a t e s  for r h e t o r i c .  M a n y  

of t h e s e  y o u t h s  e n d e d  in t e r r o r i s m  and v i o l e n t  a c t i o n . ^

O t h e r s ,  the n o t - s o - y o u n g  w h o  r e j e c t e d  a c t i o n  as the 

m o s t  s u i t a b l e  s o l u t i o n ,  r e l i e d  on the s t r e n g t h  of m o r a l  

v a l u e s  e s p e c i a l l y  that of j u s t i c e ,  a v i r t u e  h e l d  in e s ­

t e e m  by the C h i n e s e .  T h e y  s i d e d  w i t h  the R e v o l u t i o n  for 

m o r a l  r e a s o n s  w i t h o u t  r e a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in it; t hey 

w a n t e d  to be j u d g e s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s .  S e e n  t h r o u g h  the eye s  

of the E u r o p e a n  a d v e n t u r e r  G a r i n e ,  t h e i r  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d
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m o r a l  p r o t e s t s  an d  t h e i r  h o p e  to w i n  t h r o u g h  j u s t i c e ,

" d o e s  not e x p r e s s  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  the g r e a t e s t  for m  of 

s t r e n g t h  t h a t  c o u l d  be f o u n d  to h i d e  the deep, i r r e m e d i a b l e  

w e a k n e s s ,  so c o m m o n  a m o n g  t h e i r  [Ch i n e s e ]  r a c e . "  (C 111) 

T h a t  s e n t i m e n t  of j u s t i c e  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  v e r y  

p o w e r f u l  in C h i n a ,  a n d  the C o m m u n i s t  m o v e m e n t  was j u d g e d  

f r o m  that v a n t a g e  po i n t .  O p p o s e d  to a c t i o n  In g e n e r a l ,  and 

to v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  the C h i n e s e  " g u a r d i a n s  of 

j u s t i c e "  felt that C h i n a  d i d  not h a v e  the n e e d  to b e c o m e  an 

e x p e r i m e n t a l  f i e l d  for r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  T c h e n g -  

D a i , the m o s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f i g u r e  of this t e n d e n c y  a c ­

c u s e d  G a r i n e  s a y i n g  that, t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d :

c o n t r i b u t e  to m a i n t a i n  the f a n a t i c i s m  that h a s  come
w i t h  y o u  [the E u r o p e a n s ] . . . .  f a n a t i c i s m  w h o s e  v a l u e
I do not not c o n t e s t ,  but c a n n o t  a c c e p t .  . . .  It is
on the t r u t h  t hat one s h o u l d  found. . . .
- Do y o u  b e l i e v e ,  Mr. T c h e n g - D a i ,  that E n g l a n d  c a r e s  

for j u s t i c e  as m u c h  as y o u  do? asks G a r i n e .
- No! T h a t ' s  w h y  we w i l l  end by w i n n i n g  . . . w i t h ­

o ut v i o l e n t  a c t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  f i g h t i n g .  . . .
A n d  he c o n t i n u e s :
- Mr. G a r i n e ,  if C h i n a  is g o i n g  to be o t h e r  than 

the C h i n a  of j u s t i c e ,  the one that I h ave w o r k e d  
to b u i l d ,  . . . t h e n  I do not see the n e e d  of
h e r  e x i s t e n c e .  Let it r e m a i n  a g r e a t  m e m o r y  . . .
w o r t h y  of r e s p e c t  . . . .

- Lord! S a v e  us f r o m  s a i n t s ,  e x c l a i m s  G a r i n e .
(C 1 5 5 - 1 5 6 )

T he w i n d  of c h a n g e ,  b l o w i n g  f r o m  E u r o p e ,  wa s  not 

a l w a y s  w e l c o m e  in C h i n a :  it s e e m e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  u n a v o i d a b l e ,

an d  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  the n e e d  to k n o w  E u r o p e  b e c a m e  i n d i s p e n ­

s able. It w a s  a p r i v i l e g e  r e s e r v e d  for t h o s e  w h o  b e l o n g e d  

to the a r i s t o c r a c y  of m i n d .  A C h i n e s e  m a n d a r i n  c o m m e n t e d ,
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S a v a g e s  w i t h  s w o r d s  a n d  the m i l l i o n s  of the i n d i f ­
f e r e n t  w h o  k n o w  o n l y  the f e a r  of the s t i c k ,  are of 
l i t t l e  i m p o r t a n c e .  A l s o  of l i t t l e  i m p o r t a n c e  are 
the s i l l y  o n e s  i n t o x i c a t e d  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y  n o n s e n s e ,
It is the s t a t e  of m i n d  of our b e s t  b r a i n s  that 
E u r o p e  a t t r a c t s  an d  d i s g u s t B  at the s a m e  time, that 
r e a l l y  c o u n t s  t o d a y  in Ch i n a .  (TO 134)

C h i n a  r e s e m b l e d  an o l d  b u i l d i n g  f a l l i n g  apart.

W i t h  C o n f u c i a n i s m  h a v i n g  lost its j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  the w h o l e  

c o u n t r y  s e e m e d  to hav e  b e e n  left w i t h o u t  a soul. E u r o p e  

t r i e d  to fill the gap, but w a s  u n s u c c e s s f u l ;  the b est 

C h i n e s e  m i n d s  h a t e d  her. E u r o p e  ha d  o n l y  s u c c e e d e d  in

, . m a k i n g  t h e m  s e n s i t i v e — as it did for h e r  s t r e n g t h - -  

to the n o t h i n g n e s s  of all t h o u g h t . "  (TO 137) W h a t  w a s  left 

t hen in C h i n a  w a s  a f u r i o u s  d e s i r e  for d e s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  

a f t e r  that, " w a i t  an d  s e e l "  W a s  C h i n a  d y i n g ?

T h e r e  wa s  a g e n e r a l  b e l i e f  in C h i n a  that the a c ­

q u i s i t i o n  of the E u r o p e a n  c u l t u r e  w o u l d  not c h a n g e  the 

C h i n e s e ,  s i n c e  it did not c h a n g e  the s e n t i m e n t s  of a p e o p l e  

that wa s  h o p i n g  to c o m m i t  i t s e l f  to " s o m e  g r e a t  C h i n e s e  

t h o u g h t s ,  or s o m e  g r e a t  C h i n e s e  a c t i o n . "  (TO 147) T h e y  

w e r e  no t  f u l l y  a w a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  that m i l i t a r y  c o u r a g e ,  the 

t a s t e  for e n e r g y  are E u r o p e a n  s e n t i m e n t s ;

I am w a i t i n g  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  c u r i o s i t y - - w r i t e s  the 
C h i n e s e  s t u d e n t  L i n g - W . — - f o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  w i l l  c ome 
a n d  tell t h e m  to as k  for v e n g e a n c e  and not j u s t i c e .
T h e  p o w e r  of n a t i o n s  h a s  g r o w n  v e r y  m u c h  s i n c e  it 
h a s  b e e n  b a s e d  on the e t h i c s  of s t r e n g t h ;  w h a t  
w o u l d  be the a c t i o n  of t h o s e  w h o  are w i l l i n g  to 
r i s k  t h e i r  lives in the n a m e  of h a t r e d ?  A n e w  
C h i n a  is b e i n g  c r e a t e d ,  w h i c h  e l u d e s  e v e n  o u r s e l v e s .  
W i l l  she be s h a k e n  by o n e  of t h e s e  g r e a t  c o l l e c t i v e  
e m o t i o n s  that so m a n y  t i m e s  h a v e  o v e r t u r n e d  h er?
M o r e  p o w e r f u l  t han the c h a n t  of p r o p h e t s ,  the low
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v o i c e  of d e s t r u c t i o n  is a l r e a d y  h e a r d  in the f u r t h e s t  
e c h o s  of Asia* (TO 149)

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the ol d  e l i t e  m a n d a r i n s  a n d  the W e s t e r n -  

i n f l u e n c e d  w e r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t .  L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  the l a t t e r  

wa s  t a k i n g  o v e r  the r e s p e c t e d  r o l e  of the o l d  an d  wa s  v y i n g  

for the p r i v i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n .  Th e  n e w l y  a s s i g n e d  an d  r e c ­

o g n i z e d  r o l e  of this y o u n g  g e n e r a t i o n  w a s  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  

the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of the c o u n t r y .

If the W e s t e r n  v o i c e  of d e s t r u c t i o n  w a s  the t e m p t a ­

t i o n  of the East, w h a t  w a s  to be its f u t u r e  s i n c e  the W e s t  

i t s e l f  " a f t e r  h a v i n g  d e s t r o y e d  G o d  and all that has o p ­

p o s e d  man, l i k e  R a n e e ,  f a c i n g  his m i s t r e s s '  b o d y ,  has f o u n d  

o n l y  d e a t h ? "  (TO 158)

1925.

We are in C a n t o n .  Two m a i n  f i g u r e s  d o m i n a t e  the 

s c e n e  of t h i s  e a r l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t - - P i e r r e  G a r i n e  

and M i k h a i l  B o r o d i n e .  T h e y  are b o t h  n a t i v e s  of c o u n t r i e s  

that g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  b e l o n g  to the E u r o p e a n  c o n t i n e n t ,  but 

s p i r i t u a l l y  are t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r - -  

S w i t z e r l a n d  and Old R u s s i a .  Tha t  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  is 

e v i d e n t  in the r oles p l a y e d  by them, a n d  w i l l i n g l y  a c ­

c e p t e d ,  in the g r e a t  C h i n e s e  d r a m a . ^

G a r i n e  is an a d v e n t u r e r ,  an "I" p o w e r f u l l y  i n d i ­

v i d u a l i z e d ;  B o r o d i n e  is a p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  a 

t e c h n i c i a n  at the s e r v i c e  of a ca u s e .  For G a r i n e ,  e a c h
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m a n  has a u n i q u e  l i f e  a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  a goal, an a i m  in 

h i m s e l f ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  he is the o b j e c t  of the h i g h e s t  c o n ­

s i d e r a t i o n  and the s u p r e m e  v a l u e .  For B o r o d i n e ,  m a n  is 

w o r t h y  of c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in so far as he s e r v e s  a goal; he 

is n o t  an en d  in h i m s e l f ,  but a m e a n s  to a c h i e v e  an end 

w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m e s  the s u p r e m e  v a l u e .

N o n e  of t h e m  is p o l i t i c a l l y  i n n o c e n t  or i n e x p e r ­

i e n c e d ,  As C r a n e  B r i n t o n  w o u l d  put it, ", , , they are not

a c a d e m i c  t h e o r i s t s  t o t a l l y  u n a d a p t e d  to a c t i o n .  On the 

c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  a r e  a d m i r a b l y  a d a p t e d  . . . the s p e c i a l ,  the

u n i q u e  e n v i r o n m e n t  of the c r i s e s .  T h a t ' s  w h y  they suc- 
5 3c e e d , "  But G a r i n e  is a l s o  a R e n e  or a M a n f r e d  . . s o m ­

ber, t o r t u r e d ,  t e r r i f y i n g ,  a s o l i t a r y  s a v a g e  r e b e l  s e e k i n g  

in the r e v o l u t i o n  w h a t  Rene h a d  s o u g h t  in the A m e r i c a n  

f o r e s t s , "  as E d m u n d  W i l s o n  s a w  i t . ^ ^  " I t  s e e m s  to me, 

t hat by d o i n g  w h a t  I am d o i n g  h e r e  [in C h i n a ] ,  I 

am f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  h u m a n  a b s u r d i t y , "  s a y s  G a r i n e .  Thi s 

a b s u r d i t y  h a d  t a k e n  the f o r m  of the e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r  of 

s o c i e t y ,  of the C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  a n d  a g a i n s t  the e v i d e n t ,  

c o n c r e t e  f o r m  of it r e v o l t  w a s  p o s s i b l e .  S i n c e  "the o b ­

j e c t  of s o c i a l  o r d e r  is the r e d u c t i o n  of m a n  to the l e v e l  

of a t e r m i t e  . . . v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  can s t r i k e  a b l o w  to

d e s t i n y  by t e a r i n g  a v e n t  in the e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r ,  

d e s t i n y ' s  c r e a t u r e . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s i n c e  this p e r t a i n s  

to a " t r u e  b e l i e v e r , "  G a r i n e ,  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  the C h i n e s e  

r e v o l u t i o n ,  f o u n d  in h i s  s t r u g g l e  m o s t  of the
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p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  c o m m o n l y  s u p p l i e d  by a s o l i d  

fa i t h ,  or a r e l i g i o n .  At the s e r v i c e  of a C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  he f i n d s  that M a r x i s t  w i l l  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  "not to 

i n t e r p r e t ,  but to c h a n g e  the w o r l d , "  The call for s t r u g g l e  

a n d  its d y n a m i c  a p p e a l  w e r e  p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h  to m o b i l i z e  the 

e n e r g i e s  of a y o u n g  a d v e n t u r e r  w h o  wa s  l o o k i n g  for a 

b a t t l e g r o u n d  to w h i c h  to c o m m i t  h i m s e l f .  T h e  C h i n e s e  r e v o ­

l u t i o n a r y  a t m o s p h e r e  o f f e r e d ,  if n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  at l e a s t  a 

h o p e  that k e p t  the s e a r c h  for a s o l u t i o n  a l i v e  and a c t i v e .

In the r e v o l u t i o n ,  an d  t h r o u g h  the r e v o l u t i o n  G a r i n e  w a n t e d  

to be h i m s e l f ,  to b ^  the i m a g e  of his d r e a m s .  As such, he 

is the f o r e f a t h e r  of the m a n y  i d e a l i s t s  w h o s e  time was 

r u n n i n g  out, a n d  w h o m  M a l r a u x  w a s  to m e e t  l a t e r  in the 

b a t t l e g r o u n d s  of A s i a  an d  E u r o p e .  On e  m a y  a s k  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  the w r i t e r ,  " W h a t  do w e  see in h i m ? "  and a n s w e r ,  "The 

c l e a r  w i l l  to s t r u g g l e  d e s p i t e  the l a c k  of d o c t r i n e . "

Tha t  s t r u g g l e  is an a f f i r m a t i o n  u s e d  as a s e l f -  

s u p p o r t  r a t h e r  t h a n  as j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  by a c o n s c i e n c e ,  l u ­

cid a n d  p a s s i o n a t e  at the s a m e  time, w h i c h  ". . . is a f ­

f e c t e d  m o r e  by w h a t  the w o r l d  c o u l d  be than by w h a t  it a c ­

t u a l l y  is, "  (JE 153) a n d  t hat c a n n o t  . . l o w e r  i t s e l f

to b e c o m i n g  b u t  a s p i r e s  to b e i n g  s o m e o n e . "  (TO 76)

P a u l  B e n i c h o u  w r i t e s :  " M i s e r y  a l l o w s  but on e  exit

to t h o s e  w h o  w a n t  to be gr e a t ;  the y i e l d i n g  of p o w e r  (as 

a b a r b a r i a n  a f f i r m a t i o n  of o n e s e l f )  an d  the e m p i r e ,

W e s t e r n  man ,  n o u r i s h e d  by a p r o m i s e  an d  a h o p e  of a
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v e r i t a b l y  h u m a n  life, s u f f e r s  f r o m  the f e v e r  of power, 

" J u s t  th i n k ,  m y  f r i e n d , "  e x c l a i m s  a E u r o p e a n  y o u t h ,  " t h a t  

by us t here is not one ma n  w h o  has no t  c o n q u e r e d  E u r o p e . "  

(TO 74) T h e  g l o r y  of the p a s t  and its a p p e a l  m o v e  h i m  as 

the t h o u g h t  of v a n i s h i n g  w i t h o u t  a t r a c e  g i v e s  d e a t h  the 

t r a g i c  i m p a c t  of the i r r e v e r s i b l e .  H e n c e ,  we f i n d  the 

W e s t e r n  " a t t e m p t  to c o n q u e r  time, to m a k e  the p r i s o n e r  of 

its forms . . .  to b r i n g  the w o r l d  to m a n , "  (TO 92) d u r i n g  

one h u m a n  life. T h a t  life, l i m i t e d  in its e x t e n s i o n  

s h o u l d  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by its o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n ,  the i n t e n ­

s ity, the e x t r e m e n e s s  in s t r e n g t h ,  f o r c e  and e n e r g y  and 

th e  i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f f e r e d  by it.

For G a r i n e ,  one of t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  w a s  o f f e r e d  

by C h i n a  " t h e  v e r y  e m p i r e  of d i s o r d e r . "  The p r a c t i c a l  

t a s k  wa s  a f o r m i d a b l e  one, to o r g a n i z e  this e m p i r e  for a 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  the p e o p l e  " t h a t  m o r e  than a n y o n e  e lse 

r e p r e s e n t s  the w i l l ,  the t e n a c i t y ,  the s t r e n g t h , "  n a m e l y ,  

E n g l a n d .  (C 11) T h e  f i e l d  of a c t i o n  w a s  v e r y  l a r g e  and 

h a d  m a n y  p u r p o s e s :  t e a c h  the C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  i d e a s  that

lea d  to a c t i o n ,  c o n v i n c e  the c o o l i e s  that t h e y  e x i s t ,  

" s i m p l y  a r e  a l i v e , "  o r g a n i z e  them, m a k e  g o o d  s o l d i e r s  of 

them, i n j e c t  i n t o  t h e i r  b l o o d  the E u r o p e a n  p o i s o n  of c o u r ­

age, u n k n o w n  to t h e m  at that time, an d  h o p e f u l l y  a l e r t  

them, t e l l  t h e m  that t h e r e  ij* s uch a t h i n g  as h u m a n  life. 

" A f t e r  a l l , "  say s  G a r i n e ,  "it is the s e n t i m e n t  of p o s s e s s ­

ing a p a r t i c u l a r  life, d i s t i n c t  f r o m  God, that m a d e  the
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s t r e n g t h  of C h r i s t i a n i t y . "  (C 138)

O n e  s e n t i m e n t  d o m i n a t e s  C a r i n a ' s  a c t i v i t y - - impa- 

t i e n c e ,  a f u n d a m e n t a l  a t t i t u d e  in a r e v o l u t i o n , — an d  one 

f i x e d  i d e a  d i r e c t s  it, "to o b t a i n  a c e r t a i n  f o r m  of p o w e r . "  

(C 84) T h a t  p o w e r  he k n o w s  full w e l l  can be o b t a i n e d  o n l y  

" t h r o u g h  a b l i n d  p e a s a n t  s t u b b o r n n e s s  t h r o u g h  a p e r s e v e r i n g  

e n e r g y "  (C 8 8 ) w h i c h  he has l e a r n e d  an d  a c q u i r e d  in C a n t o n .  

T h a t  p o w e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  is a m e a n s  to a m o r e  a d v a n c e d  g o a l —  

"to ad d  to w h a t  we p o s s e s s ,  the m a n  or the e l e m e n t  that we 

a r e  m i s s i n g . "  (C 8 8 ) He h a t e s  the p e r v a d i n g  C h i n e s e  v e l l e -  

i t y , that l o w e s t  d e g r e e  of d e s i r e  for c h a n g e , "  the C h i n e s e  

r e v e r e n c e  for w i s d o m  and not for gl o r y ,  t h e i r  i n c l i n a t i o n  

t o w a r d  c a l m  e v e n  in d r e a m s . ^  He s t r u g g l e s  to f orce the 

C h i n e s e  to t a k e  r e s o l u t e  s t e p s ,  to i n v o l v e  t h e m  in a c t i o n s ,  

e v e n  s m a l l  o n e s ,  to n o u r i s h  t h e m  w i t h  v i c t o r i e s ,  e v e n  

c o s t l y  o n e s ,  to c o n v i n c e  t h e m  that t h e i r  lives " w i l l  lose 

t h e i r  v a l u e s  if they are b e a t e n ,  that t h e y  w i l l  onc e  a g a i n  

b e c o m e  n o t h i n g s ,  s i n c e  they are tied to the fate of R e v o l u ­

t i o n . "  (C 139)

To be n o t h i n g  m e a n s  to be h u m i l i a t e d  to the p o i n t  

w h e r e  one c a n n o t  s t a n d  up a n y m o r e .  It m e a n s  to b e c o m e  

w r e t c h e d .  G a r i n e ,  in his y o u t h ,  h a d  l i v e d  that e x p e r i e n c e .  

" D e e p  in my h e a r t , "  he says, " t h e r e  are o l d  r e s e n t m e n t s  

tha t  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  a lot to tie me to the R e v o l u t i o n . "

(C 140) He w i l l  n e v e r  a l l o w  h i m s e l f  to go b a c k  to t h o s e  

days. N o w  in C a n t o n ,  f i g h t i n g  for the C h i n e s e ,  he is
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b o l s t e r i n g  the c o n f i d e n c e  in his s t r e n g t h ,  b u t t r e s s i n g

w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e ,  in a s t r u g g l e  for the c r e a t i o n  of a n e w

C h i n a ,  a p o w e r f u l  C h i n a  that w i l l  b u i l d  n e w  an d  e n d u r i n g

h o p e s  in the h e a r t s  of m i l l i o n s  y e a r n i n g  for a n e w  s t a r t ,
5 8for a n e w  life " t h e  h o p e  of p e o p l e  w h i c h  Is t h e i r  r e a s o n  

for l i v i n g  a n d  d y i n g . "  (C 196) T h r o u g h  this c r e a t i v e  act 

- - o f  a n e w  s o c i e t y  and of a n e w  m a n — G a r i n e  d e f e n d s  a l s o  

h i m s e l f  a g a i n s t  the a n x i e t y  c a u s e d  by the a b s u r d i t y  of 

life, a g a i n s t  the fear of the i r r e v e r s i b l e  t h r e a t  of 

a n n i h i l a t i o n  of death.

G a r i n e s '  f law is h i s  s e 1 f - i s o l a t i o n ; he f e e l s  p a i n ­

fully l o n e l y ,  b e c a u s e  he d o e s  no t  p r o j e c t  h i m s e l f  i n t o  the
59r e a l m  of h u m a n i t y .  His a s s e r t i o n s  do n o t  ten d  to a p u r ­

p o s e f u l  end; he d oes not e v e n  lik e  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o o r  

p e o p l e ,  t h o s e  for w h o m  he is f i g h t i n g .  His a s s e r t i o n s  are 

g e n u i n e  m e a n s  of c o m b a t ,  b u t  they l ead to d e a d  ends. The 

p a s s i o n a t e  G a r i n e  does not t h i n k  of the e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  

o r d e r  as s u s c e p t i b l e  of c h a n g e  an d  i m p r o v e m e n t .  He t h i n k s  

of it as t o t a l l y  a b s u r d ,  w i t h o u t  any i n t e r e s t  in b e i n g  

c h a n g e d .  F i n a l l y ,  he d e s c e n d s  to a s k i n g  for a for m  of 

p o w e r  w h i c h  d o m i n a t e s ,  o p p r e s s e s  and, u l t i m a t e l y  d e s t r o y s .  

A b l e  to p r e p a r e ,  p r o b a b l y  e v e n  to c o n q u e r ,  but c e r t a i n l y  

not to c o n s o l i d a t e  an d  s u r v i v e  his c o n q u e s t  G a r i n e  is 

l i k e  " t h o s e  k n i g h t s  w h o  are able to e n t e r  p a l a c e s  c o n t a i n ­

ing the o b j e c t s  of t heir d r e a m s ,  t h a n k s  to t h e i r  v i c t o r i e s ,  

a n d  then w o u l d  e n c o u n t e r  n o t h i n g  but l o n g  c o n t o u r s  of
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s h a d o w s , "  {JE 147) As a m a t t e r  of fact, he b e l o n g s  to a 

d i s t i n c t i v e  c l a s s  of i n d i v i d u a l s  for w h o m  " t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ­

a r y  s p i r i t  is o n l y  g e n e r a t e d  by an e m e r g i n g  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a 

c l a s s  f o r  w h i c h  R e v o l u t i o n  is, a b o v e  all, a s t a t e  of a f ­

f a i r s . "  (C 78) T h i s  s p i r i t  o p e r a t e s  w i t h  a s e r i e s  of s p o n ­

t a n e o u s  a c t s  t e n d i n g  t o w a r d  a s h i f t y  goal, as t h e s e  act s  

l ose t h e i r  m e a n i n g  w i t h  the a c h i e v e m e n t  of the goa l  itse l f .  

"If I h a v e  j o i n e d  the r e v o l u t i o n , "  say s  G a r i n e ,  "it is b e ­

c a u s e  its r e s u l t s  ar e  e l u s i v e  an d  a l w a y s  c h a n g i n g . "  (C 249) 

M a l r a u x  s t r e s s e s  the fact that thi s  v i o l e n t  y o u t h  "is d e ­

l i v e r e d  f r o m  the i g n o b l e  v a n i t y  of n a m i n g  g r e a t n e s s  the 

s c o r n  for a n e w  life that they do not k n o w  h o w  to a t t a c h  

t h e m s e l v e s  to." (JE, last p a r a g r a p h )  G a r i n e  h i m s e l f  e x ­

p l a i n s ,  "I am a w a r e  that t h r o u g h o u t  life I w i l l  find the 

s o c i a l  o r d e r  at my s i d e ,  a n d  I k n o w  that I w i l l  n e v e r  be 

a b l e  to a c c e p t  it w i t h o u t  r e n o u n c i n g  a l l t b a t  m a k e s  me w h a t  

I a m . "  (C 75) W h y  f i g h t  t h e n ?  B e c a u s e ,  in s p i t e  of e v e r y ­

t h i n g ,  t h e r e  is, a l w a y s ,  o n e  t h i n g  that c o u n t s - - n o t  to be 

d e f e a t e d . ^

G a r i n e  ha d  a c e r t a i n  i d e a  of r e v o l u t i o n  in a p r e ­

c o n c e i v e d  d o c t r i n e  w h i c h  t e n d e d  to o r g a n i z e  an i d e a l  

w i t h o u t  r e a l l y  k n o w i n g  how. It w a s  s o m e t h i n g  v a g u e ,  i n ­

e x a c t ,  m o r e  as a m o v e m e n t  t h a n  as a f i x e d  i m a g e ,  s o m e t h i n g  

t e n d i n g  t o w a r d s  a goal, w h i c h  for h i m  w a s  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

d i s p o s i t i o n ,  a s t a t e  of c o n s t a n t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  an d  c o u r a g e .  

A l t h o u g h  G a r i n e  w a s  a m a n  of i d e a s ,  he r e a l i z e d  n e v e r t h e l e s s
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that his e n t a n g l e d  s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d  not be r e s o l v e d  w i t h o u t  

an a s s i s t a n c e  o f f e r e d  by the c o n c r e t e  a s p e c t s  of the o u t ­

si d e  w o r l d ,  of the m o m e n t  an d  the pl a c e .  Tha t  r e a l i z a t i o n  

b r o u g h t  h i m  to C h i n a  a n d  to the C a n t o n e s e  u p r i s i n g s .

His a v a i l a b i l i t y  l e a n e d  t o w a r d s  the p r o l e t a r i a t ,

"the p e r e n n i a l  v a n q u i s h e d . "  To t h o s e  w h o  h a t e d  the 

b o u r g e o i s  life a n d  v a l u e s ,  it m e a n t  the o t h e r  s i d e  of the 

coin, the c l e a r  c o n s c i e n c e  of an i n n o c e n t  c l a s s ;  p r o l e t a r ­

iat w a s  for t h e m  a m o r a l  a s s e t ,  a c c u s i n g  the i m m o r a l  

l i a b i l i t y  of the b o u r g e o i s  w o r l d .  W h e n  r e v o l u t i o n  came, 

G a r i n e  w a s  o f f e r e d  a c h a n c e  to s h o w  his p r e f e r e n c e  a n d  his 

w i l l i n g n e s s  to j o i n  "his b r o t h e r s - i n - a r m s ," w i t h  the d e f i n ­

ite g o a l  of a s k i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  the m o s t  that he c o u l d  

for them. J o i n i n g  t h e m  in a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  an d  h i s t o r i c a l  

a c t i o n ,  G a r i n e ,  at l e a s t ,  t r a n s c e n d e d  his i n d i v i d u a l i s m  

and e n t e r e d  the l a r g e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ,  as a 

m a k e r  of h i s t o r y .

F r o m  this a s p e c t ,  G a r i n e  is an e x e m p l a r y  figu r e ;  he

is " t h e  n e w  t y p e "  w h o  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  in f i n d i n g  an a c c e p t a b l e

s o l u t i o n  to the d i f f i c u l t  d r a m a  of the E u r o p e a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l

" w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  to be a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  and yet he c a n n o t  

"61be o n e .

He f i g h t s  to k e e p  a l i v e  the m y t h o l o g y  of a c t i o n ,  

w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  m o r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to act than to j u s t i f y  

the c a u s e  that he d e f e n d s ;  as a m a t t e r  of fact, the a c t i o n  

of this r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a d e r  is v a l u e d  by the r e s u l t s  he
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o b t a i n s .  As M a l r a u x  e x p l a i n e d  it, G a r i n e  d o e s  not h a v e  

to d e f i n e  w h a t  is g o o d ,  b u t  to do it. R e v o l u t i o n  for h i m  

is th e  s u p r e m e  a d v e n t u r e .  He is v i c t o r i o u s  t h r o u g h  h i s  

s t r u g g l e ,  but he h a s  to die by h i s  o w n  v i c t o r y ,  s i n c e  he 

c a n n o t  e s t a b l i s h  a n o t h e r  o r d e r ,  a c c e p t a b l e  to h i m ,  a l t h o u g h  

less h a t e f u l  t h a n  th e  o n e  he d e s t r o y e d .

G a r i n e  is th e  i n d i v i d u a l  f a c i n g  i n e x t r i c a b l e  p r o b ­

l e m s .  S q u a r e l y  p l a c e d  in t h e  m i d s t  of a b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y  

- - w h i c h  he d e t e s t s  w i t h  p a s s i o n - - a n d  of the c r i s i s  of t h a t  

s o c i e t y ' s  v a l u e s ,  G a r i n e  t r i e s  to g i v e  a m e a n i n g  to h i s  

life. C l e a r l y  a w a r e  of h i s  h u m a n  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  e s ­

p e c i a l l y  of d e a t h ,  he r e a c t s  w i t h  a c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a n d  n e t  

r e f u s a l  to s u b m i t  to the b l i n d  c h a i n  of e v e n t s  t hat he 

k n o w s  h e  c a n n o t  c o n t r o l .  T h e r e  lie s  h i s  g r e a t e n e s s - - t o  

k n o w  t h a t  o n e  c a n n o t  w i n  a n d  yet to r e f u s e  to g i v e  up the 

s t r u g g l e ,  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  s c o r n f u l l y  the i n e v i t a b l e  d e f e a t .

B o r o d i n e ,  u n l i k e  G a r i n e ,  p o s s e s s e s  a d o c t r i n e ,  a

t e a c h i n g ,  a b o d y  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  in h i s  c a s e  is a

d o g m a ,  C o m m u n i s m .  His d o g m a  is f o r m a l l y  s t a t e d  and

a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  I m p o s e d .  As an o r g a n i z e r ,  he p o s s e s s e s

s p e c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  of l e a d e r s h i p ,  c o m b i n i n g  r e l i a n c e  on

t h e o r y  w i t h  a k e e n  s e n s e  of p r a c t i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,

g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  as c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of C o m m u n i s t  b e -
6 2h a v i o r ,  a n d  o f t e n  t i m e s  of p a r i s h  p r i e s t s  as w e l l .

As a C o m m u n 1 st l e a d e r ,  he a c q u i e s c e s  in the n e e d  for 

t h i n k i n g  of e v e r y t h i n g :  C a n  it be u s e d  for m y  p u r p o s e ,



92

and h o w ?  As a t e c h n i c i a n  he w o r k s  w e l l  a n d  h a r d ;  he is 

c o u r a g e o u s ,  v e r y  s i m p l e  and e n d o w e d  w i t h  the v i r t u e s  of 

a c t i o n .  For him, " C h i n a  is a r a w  m a t e r i a l . "  (C 22)

B o r o d i n e  is the m o d e l  for m a n y  o t h e r s  w h o  are at 

the s e r v i c e  of " t h e  d i r e c t e d "  r e v o l u t i o n .  His r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  i m p e t u s  is s u b o r d i n a t e d  to the n e e d s  of final 

v i c t o r y ,  j u s t  as f e u d a l  h o n o r  w a s  at the s e r v i c e  of the

k i n g  a n d  j u s t  as the r e l i g i o u s  a r d o r  of the i n q u i s i t o r s
6 3was at t h e  s e r v i c e  of faith.

G a r i n e  a c c u s e s  h i m  of b e i n g  p o s s e s s e d  of an u n b e a r ­

abl e  B o l s h e v i k  m e n t a l i t y  and a s t u p i d  e x a l t a t i o n  of d i s ­

c i p l i n e .  B o r o d i n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o r g a n i z e s  the w o r k e r s '  c o m ­

m i t t e e s  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a c c o u n t e d  for, an d  

e n c o u r a g e s  the n e v e r - e n d i n g  v o i c e l e s s  l i n e s  of f a c e l e s s  

ones to v o i c e  t h e i r  d e m a n d s .  He m a k e s  of t h e m  e x p r e s s i v e  

c r e a t u r e s  and g i v e s  them, t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  the 

f e e l i n g  of a c e r t a i n  i m p o r t a n c e ,  of a d i g n i f i e d  life. 

B o r o d i n e  o r g a n i z e s  the a r m y  w i t h  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  d e t e r m i n a ­

tion. He p r o m u l g a t e s  d e c r e e s ,  o r d e r s  d i r e c t  e x e c u t i o n s ,  

a nd i m p o s e s  t a x a t i o n .  T h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of e x e r c i s i n g  p o w e r  

are p r i m o r d i a l ;  t h e y  c ome e v e n  b e f o r e  the v e r y  g o a l s  of 

r e v o l u t i o n .  At t h i s  p o i n t ,  for him, they are the r e v o l u ­

tion, " R e v o l u t i o n , "  s a y s  B o r o d i n e  to H o n g ,  "is to pay 

the a r m y . "  (C 227) B o r o d i n e  p a t i e n t l y  b u i l d s  the 

g r o u n d  f l o o r  of a C o m m u n i s t  s t r u c t u r e ,  w h o s e  p r o j e c t  he 

k n o w s  w e l l ;  he a d m i r e s  e n e r g y ,  a p p r e c i a t e s  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,
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but e s s e n t i a l l y  d e m a n d s  t o t a l  o b e d i e n c e .  B o r o d i n e  s i m p l y  

s e r v e s  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  . . that n u c l e u s  w h i c h  s h o u l d

b e c o m e  c o n s c i o u s  of i t s e l f ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  g r o w  to s e i z e 

p o w e r . "  (C 279) W i t h  his w o r k  B o r o d i n e  b u i l d s  the Red 

A r m y ,  a n e w  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h e r e  G a r i n e ’s r o l e  is no l o n g e r  

n e c e s s a r y ;  the w h o l e  n e w  s t r u c t u r e  is v e r y  i m p e r s o n a l ,  and 

" t h e  h u m a n ,  all too h u m a n  G a r i n e "  is e x c l u d e d .  " T h e r e  is 

no r o o m  in C o m m u n i s m  for s o m e o n e  wh o  w a n t s  to first . 

be h i m s e l f ,  to be d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the others," e x p l a i n s  

N i c o l a i e  f f . (C 2 79)

A r o u n d  t h e s e  two m a i n  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  r o t a t e s  a 

g r o u p  of l e s s e r  f i g u r e s ;  m o s t  of t h e m  are f a i l u r e s  in 

t h e i r  li v e s .  Now, for r e a s o n s  not a l w a y s  n o b l e ,  they are 

c a u g h t  in the w h i r l w i n d  of the R e v o l u t i o n .  T h e r e  is the 

y o u n g  G e r a r d ,  a F r e n c h m a n ,  w h o  a s s i s t s ,  a n d  is e x p e c t e d  to 

r e p l a c e ,  G a r i n e .  He is I n i t i a t e d  int o  the b l o o d y  s c e n e s  

of the C a n t o n e s e  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  a c c e p t s  all w i t h  a c e r t a i n  

a t t i t u d e  of d i s t a n c e  f r o m  the m a s s e s  t h a t  he d o e s  not u n ­

d e r s t a n d ,  y e t  s e r v e s .  T h e r e  is a R e b e c c i ,  a G e n o v e s e ,  

f o r m e r  a n a r c h i s t  wh o  n e v e r  w e n t  b e y o n d  d r e a m i n g ,  b e c a u s e  

he d i d  not k n o w  w h a t  he w a n t e d ,  and w h o  e n d e d  by b e c o m i n g  

a p o l i c e  i n f o r m e r  a n d  m e r c h a n t  of m e c h a n i c a l  b i r d s .  He 

s u c c e e d s  in p a s s i n g  his d r e a m s  on to a C h i n e s e  boy, H ong, 

a c o u r a g e o u s  y o u n g  m a n  w i t h  a t r e m e n d o u s  c a p a c i t y  for 

h a t e ,  m a k i n g  a t e r r o r i s t  of him. T h e r e  is L a m b e r t ,  w h o  

b e f o r e  G a r i n e ,  h a s  left w i t h o u t  a t r a c e ,  l i k e  a s h a d y
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c h a r a c t e r  i n t o  the d a r k n e s s .  T h e r e  is " t h e  d e l e g a t e , "  a 

B a l t i c ,  the a s s i s t a n t - d e l e g a t e  M e u n i e r ,  a F r e n c h m a n ,  and 

the G e r m a n  K l e i n ,  w h o  are all p r o f e s s i o n a l s ;  they s i m p l y  

s e r v e  by o r g a n i z i n g .  S o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the o t h e r s  

is N i c o l a i e f f ,  a f o r m e r  p o l i c e  a g e n t  of the T z a r i s t  r e g i m e ,  

w h o  n o w  u n d e r  B o r o d i n e 's s u p e r v i s i o n  is d o i n g  the job of 

the s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r .  H e a r t l e s s ,  c r u e l  a n d  i n h u m a n ,  he 

is the s y m b o l  of the m o s t  r e p u l s i v e  role in a r e v o l u t i o n ­

ar y  m o v e m e n t ,  and, by an i r o n y  of fate, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
64of the n e w ,  jle f a c t o  r u l i n g  class.

R e f e r r i n g  to B o r o d i n e ,  the a d v e n t u r o u s  G a r i n e  

c o m p l a i n s :  "If the C o m m u n i s t s  of the R o m a n  type, if I m a y

s a y  so, n a m e l y ,  t h o s e  w h o  f r o m  M o s c o w  d e f e n d  the a c q u i s i ­

t i o n s  of the R e v o l u t i o n  are u n w i l l i n g  to a c c e p t  the r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r i e s  of . . . ho w  s h o u l d  I say, the c o n q u e r o r ' s  t ype

w h o  are b u s y  w o r k i n g  a n d  g i v i n g  t h e m  Ch i n a .  . . (C 279)

T h e r e  is, i n d e e d ,  a d e f i n i t e  d u a l i s m  in the a t t i t u d e  of the 

E u r o p e a n s  in C a n t o n .  O n e  s e e m s  to be a s h o r t - l i v e d  i d e a l ­

is m  w i t h  a s t r e s s  on the c e n t r a l  i m p o r t a n c e  of ou r  b a s i c  

u r g e s ,  of t h e  n a t u r e  of our o b j e c t i v e  m e n t a l  i m a g e s ,  c o n ­

f l i c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r d e r  of thin g s .  The " o t h e r "  

is s k i l l f u l ,  b u s i n e s s l i k e ,  s y s t e m a t i c  a c t i v i t y ,  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  e v e n t s  in an o p i n i o n a t e d  way, o b s e s s e d  by the p r a c ­

t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of t h o u g h t  and a c t i o n ,  t r y i n g  to 

e s t a b l i s h  a n e w  or d e r .  It is a d u a l i s m  that we h a v e  s e e n  

b e f o r e ,  on a h i g h e r  l e v e l  a n d  in a m o r e  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d
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form, in M a l r a u x ' s  i d e a  on A t h e n s  a n d  Rome, a n d  w h i c h  we 

w i l l  a g a i n  see l a t e r  in M a l r a u x ' s  p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of 

W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  and S o v i e t  R u s s i a , ^  A t h e n s  r e m a i n e d  e s ­

s e n t i a l l y  the b e a r e r  of s o m e t h i n g  n e w  in the w o r l d ,  " t h a t  

a p p e a l  of J u s t i c e ,  s u p e r s e d i n g  the w r a t h  of A c h i l l e s ,  . . .

a n s w e r i n g  the b o o k  of Job, a n d  v o i c e d  . . .  by A n t i g o n e  

. . (MD 60); R o m e  r e m a i n e d  the c i t y  of s t r e n g t h ,  p o w e r

a n d  e n j o y m e n t ,  as w e l l  as a b u s e  a n d  the s h a m e  of s l a v e r y ;  

it is a c i t y  l a c k i n g  in i m a g i n a t i o n  and s e n s i t i v i t y  that 

c o m p e n s a t e d  w i t h  t e n a c i t y  a n d  p r i d e ;  it is an e m p i r e  w i t h  

a m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  f i g h t i n g  m a c h i n e  w h i c h  v i e w s  e v e r y t h i n g ,  

e v e n  w a r ,  as a p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r ,  an d  a p p r o a c h e s  it as 

b u s i n e s s m e n  w o u l d .  It is a c r u e l  an d  r e l e n t l e s s  w o r l d

w h e r e  h u m a n  l i f e  is c h e a p .  A C h i n e s e  s t u d e n t  v i s i t i n g

Rome, n o t e d ,  ". . . A n d  to the e x a l t e d  i n d i v i d u a l ,  as w e l l

as to the s e I f - s c r u t i n i z i n g  one, the S e v e n  h i l l s  [of 

Rome] w i l l  t e a c h  s u b m i s s i o n . "  (TO 51)

T e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  in S p a i n ,  the S o v i e t  j o u r n a l i s t  

G o l o v k i n e ,  w i l l  say the s a m e  t h i n g  r e l a t i n g  to the a n a r ­

c h i s t s ,  C h r i s t i a n  m o r a l i s t s  a n d  o t h e r  n o n - P a r t y  a f f i l i a t e d  

v o l u n t e e r s :  " T h e y  w i l l  h a v e  to c h a n g e ,  or die . . (E

212) T h e  w i l y  N i k o l a i e f f  is r i g h t  in s a y i n g  a b o u t  G a r i n e :  

", . , B e t t e r  for h i m  to r e t u r n  to E u r o p e  a n d  die in p e a c e

a n d  g l o r y .  T h e  d ays for p e o p l e  lik e  h i m  are c o m i n g  to an

end. . . (C 263) H a v i n g  N i c o l a i e f f ,  the u t t e r l y  c o r ­

rupt s e c u r i t y  m a n  e x p r e s s  this d e v a s t a t i n g  tr u t h ,  M a l r a u x
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a p p a r e n t l y  w i s h e d  to d r a m a t i z e  the e n d  of the c o n q u e r o r ' s  

e r a  by a d d i n g  I n s u l t  to I n j u r y .

"Ah! H o w  m u c h  I w o u l d  l ike to see C h i n a  five y e a r s  

f r o m  n o w ! "  e x c l a i m s  G a r i n e  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  C a n t o n  for 

E u r o p e .  We see C h i n a  a g a i n  a f t e r  two y e a r s ,  in 1927 a n d 

in S h a n g h a i ,  The i n d i v i d u a l  c o n q u e r o r  ha s  run its c o u r s e .  

T h e  r e v o l u t i o n  is s e e n  in the p e r s p e c t i v e  of the r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  g r o u p s ,  r a t h e r  tha n  t h r o u g h  the e y e s  of the i n d i ­

v i d u a l .  Th e  f r a t e r n i t y  of arm s  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  the a d v e n ­

t u r e r  p h y s i c a l l y  i n t o  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r a n k s  is r e p l a c e d  

by the f r a t e r n i t y  of men, a c o m m u n i o n  w h i c h  b r i n g s  the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  w h o l l y  i nto the c o m m o n  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  w h e r e  

h u m a n s  lif e  a n d  die t o g e t h e r .

G a r i n e ' s  a c t i v i t y  ha s  g i v e n  its f r u i t s ;  he has 

s u c c e e d e d  in r e c r u i t i n g  a n d  t r a i n i n g  e l i t e  t r o o p s ,  the

v a n g u a r d  of r e v o l u t i o n .  We n o w  h a v e  a n e w  s i t u a t i o n .

The n e w  s t r u c t u r e  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t  is

c o m p o s e d  of two m a i n  e l e m e n t s — the m o s t  c o n s c i o u s  s e c t i o n s

of the C h i n e s e  o r g a n i z e d  w o r k e r s ,  w h o s e  r a n k s  by n o w  h a v e  

s w o l l e n  an d  are at the p o i n t  of t a k i n g  o v e r  the l e a d i n g

r ole of the r e v o l u t i o n ;  and, " t h e  d e l e g a t e s , "  the m i l i t a r y

e x p e r t s  of the K o m i n t e r n .  T h e  n e w  C h i n e s e  c l a s s  has g r o w n  

in s t a t u r e ,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  n u m b e r ,  an d  C h i n a  is p r e g n a n t  

w i t h  a d e e p l y  felt n e e d  and i m p a t i e n c e  for i m m e d i a t e

c h a n g e ;  it is r e a d y  for r e v o l u t i o n .
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The e l i t e  g r o u p ,  h o w e v e r ,  s t i l l  c o n s i s t s  of i n d i ­

v i d u a l s  w h o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the g r o u p  for 

the sake of an e f f i c i e n c y ,  w h i c h  is g r e a t e r  t h a n  that of 

the s u m  t o t a l  of s i n g l e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  T h e y  are not yet 

s i m p l e  m i l i t a n t s ,  m e m b e r s  of the p a r t y ,  a n d  t h e i r  p l a c e  

in the f u t u r e  s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y  is h a r d  to p r e d i c t  w i t h o u t  

the e l e m e n t  of f ear b e i n g  a f a c t o r .  Yet, they h a v e  a d ­

v a n c e d  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  the G a r i n e - t y p e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ma n  

wh o  l o o k e d  at the R e v o l u t i o n  as a m e a n s  to a c h i e v e  a goa l  

r a t h e r  t h a n  as a goa l  in i t s e l f ,  an d  w h o  u s e d  the R e v o l u ­

tion not as a p r o d i g i o u s  e f f o r t  to l i b e r a t e  the c o m m m u n i t y  

of man, but as a v a l u a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t  to s a t i s f y  dee p  p e r ­

s o n a l  n e e d s  a n d  r e s o l v e  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s .

T h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  is c o l o s s a l ,  b e c a u s e  they lean 

t h e i r  d e m a n d s  on the a s p i r a t i o n s  of the l a r g e  C h i n e s e  

m a s s e s ,  " i r r e s i s t i b l e  in the s h e e r  f o r c e  of t h e i r  n u m b e r .  

T hi s  m u l t i t u d e  of p o o r  and d o w n t r o d d e n ,  w h o m  e v e r y  c e n t u r y  

b e f o r e  has h i d d e n  in d a r k n e s s  a n d  s h a m e  . . . T h e y  [the

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ]  o f f e r  s p a c e  an d  l i g h t  to this i m m e n s e  

m a j o r i t y  w h o  are n o t  f r e e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  d r i v e n  by d a i l y  

n e e d s . " ^

T h e i r  c h a n c e s  for w i n n i n g  are g o o d ,  b e c a u s e  they 

are i m i t a t i n g  the E u r o p e a n  e x a m p l e  of c o u r a g e ,  s p i r i t  of 

s a c r i f i c e ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n . ^  In the o l d  c o n t i n e n t  this 

s p i r i t  has b e e n  the p r o p e r t y  of a s e l e c t e d  few, w h o  in the 

face of p e r s e c u t i o n ,  t o r t u r e  an d  d e a t h  h a v e  s t o o d  up,
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s p o k e n  and a c t e d ,  b r i n g i n g  h o p e  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  n o n e ,  and 

the p r o m i s e  of a n e w  life for the m i l l i o n s  d e c a y e d  in s e r v ­

i t u d e  and s u b m i s s i o n ,  a ne w  l i f e  for t h o s e  w h o  h i d e  t h e i r  

f aces b e c a u s e  they cry, a n e w  life for the d e s c e n d a n t s  of 

those w h o  for c e n t u r i e s  f a d e d  away, s i l e n t l y ,  in i m p o t e n c e ,  

fear an d  i g n o r a n c e .

In S h a n g h a i  t h e r e  are no m o r e  G a r i n e s — s a v a g e ,  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t ,  c o n q u e r o r - t y p e s  w h o  c o u l d  not i n s e r t  the 

i n n e r  "I" i n t o  the o u t s i d e  man. T h e y  are r e p l a c e d  by m o r e  

s u b d u e d  d r e a m e r s  w h o s e  i d e a l i s m  t a k e s  a m o r e  d e f i n a b l e  

f o r m  a n d  w h o s e  s e n s e  of s a c r i f i c e  is not an act of d e s p e r a ­

tion, but a c a l l  of d u t y  as a d i v i n e  f a v o r  of grace. Y o u n g ,  

e d u c a t e d ,  b r i g h t  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s ,  the n e w  f i g u r e  is a g a i n  an 

o u t c a s t .  L i k e  G a r i n e ,  h a l f - E u r o p e a n ,  h a 1 f- J a p a n e s e , Kyo 

G i s o r s ,  is a M a r x i s t  b e c a u s e  of hi s  w i l l  to see a d i f f e r e n t  

w o r l d ,  the S o v i e t  R e p u b l i c  of C h i n a ,  one of the g r e a t  

t h o u g h t s  an d  a c t i o n s  d r e a m e d  of and l ong a w a i t e d  by m a n y  

m i l l i o n s  of y o u n g  C h i n e s e .  He is a M a r x i s t ,  b e c a u s e  he 

w a n t s  to f i g h t  the h u m i l i a t i o n  b r o u g h t  on t h e s e  m i l l i o n s  

of lost s o u l s  w h o  f i g h t  for d a i l y  b r e a d  a n d  for the v e r y  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of e a t i n g ,  m i s e r a b l y  t h o u g h  it m i g h t  be. He 

is a M a r x i s t ,  b e c a u s e  he w a n t s  t h e i r  d a i l y  w o r k  a n d  s w e a t  

to m a k e  s e n s e ,  to be a m e a n i n g f u l  e f f o r t ,  to e n r i c h  and 

s u p p o r t  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  n o t  to a l i e n a t e  them. He 

w a n t s  to b r i n g  a b o u t  a n e w  w o r l d  that w i l l  be a c o n q u e s t  

of d i g n i t y  for t h o s e  m i l l i o n s  w h o  are not a w a r e  of it.
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He w a n t s  to f i g h t  a w o r l d  t h a t  he h a t e s ,  a n d  M a r x i s m  s a t i s ­

fies that u r g e  for h a t e ,  as w e l l  as his t h o u g h t s  an d  d r e a m s  

of b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  a ne w  w o r l d  for all t h o s e  n o w  s t a r v i n g  

s l o w l y  as d u r i n g  a p l a g u e .  He w a n t s  to g i v e  ne w  m e a n i n g  to 

the l i v e s  of those that h a v e  n o t h i n g .  He w a n t s  C h i n a  to be 

a f a t h e r l a n d ,  not a w a s t e l a n d  and a l o c a t i o n  for e x i l e .

H i s  f a t h e r ,  the o l d  G i s o r s ,  h a d  t o l d  him,

M a r x i s m  is not a d o c t r i n e ,  it is a w i l l ;  it is for 
the p r o l e t a r i a t  and its a l l i e s , - - y o u - - t h e  w i l l  to 
e s t a b l i s h  an i d e n t i t y ,  to feel e x a c t l y  w h a t  y o u  
are, and to w i n  by b e i n g  suc h  as y o u  are; yo u  s h o u l d  
not be M a r x i s t  in o r d e r  to be r i g h t ,  b u t  in o r d e r  to 
w i n  w i t h o u t  b e t r a y i n g  y o u r  own self. (CH 56)

By J o i n i n g  the c o m m u n i t y  of men, K y o  has m a d e  a
6 8q u a l i t a t i v e  j u m p  o v e r  G a r i n e .  K y o ' s  d e f e n s e  is in the

c r e a t i v e  act of a C h i n a  w h i c h  he h o p e s  w i l l  be free f rom 

h u n g e r  a n d  free fro m  fear. It is n o t  a C h i n a  p u t t i n g  its 

c o l o s s a l  p o w e r  int o  the h a n d s  of t h o s e  w h o  d r e a m  to c o m ­

pel, to c o n s t r a i n ,  to c o e r c e .  U n l i k e  G a r i n e ,  he k n o w s  

C h i n a  too w e l l  to l o v e  h e r  too m u c h .  S t i l l  q u i t e  y o u n g ,  

he has left his h o m e  to w o r k  as a c o o l i e  and as a d o c k e r  

to s e e  life for h i m s e l f .  S h a r p l y  a w a r e  of the p r e v a i l i n g  

m i s e r y ,  he s e r v e s  w i t h  the d e v o t i o n  of a w o r k e r  p r i e s t .

As far as his a c t i o n  is c o n c e r n e d ,  no q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a s k e d ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is no c o n f l i c t ;  he is t h e r e  to h e l p  hi s  

b r o t h e r s  in the b e s e e c h i n g  o r d e r  of the R e v o l u t i o n .  L i k e  

G a r i n e ,  he is w i t h o u t  w i l l  for e v e r y t h i n g  that is n o t  

a c t i o n .  In the p r e s e n c e  of hi s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a t h e r  his
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w i l l  m i g h t  be c h a n g e d  into i n t e l l i g e n c e ;  this is s o m e t h i n g  

that h e  doe s  n o t  like, b e c a u s e  he is a f r a i d  t h a t  "he w o u l d  

b e g i n  to s h o w  i n t e r e s t  in b e i n g s  r a t h e r  tha n  in f o r c e s , "

(CH 35) L i k e  G a r i n e ,  he l i v e s  in the a t m o s p h e r e  of r e v o ­

l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  like a fish in his ow n  w a t e r s .  M a l -  

r a u x  w r i t e s :  " I n  o r d e r  to c o r r u p t  the g u a r d ,  a C h i n e s e

m e r c h a n t  h a d  h u n g  s m a l l  p a s t r i e s  on the b a r b e d  w i r e s .  A 

g o o d  w a y  to p o i s o n  the g u a r d s ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  t h o u g h t  K y o , "

(CH 22)

Ye t  K y o  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  his s o l i t u d e ,  ", . . the

u n a l t e r a b l e  s o l i t u d e  b e h i n d  the m o r t a l  m u l t i t u d e s . "  (CH

46) He d i s c o v e r s  that he is o n l y  h i m s e l f  a f t e r  he h e a r d

the p h o n o g r a p h  a n d  did not r e c o g n i z e  hi s  vo i c e .  He r e a l i z e s
69that he is a l o n e  a f t e r  M a y ’s c o n f e s s i o n  of a d u l t e r y .  He

f i n d s  h i m s e l f  so d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  the o t h e r s  t h i n k  he 

is. W h e n  the P a r t y  m a c h i n e  c o n d e m n s  h i m  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  

by o r d e r i n g  the r e n d e r i n g  of t h e i r  arm s  to T c h i a n g  Kai 

S h e k  t r o o p s ,  K y o ’s w o r l d  c o l l a p s e s  as he e n t e r s  S h a n g h a i  

a l o n e ,  a b a n d o n e d ,  a n d  s a c r i f i c e d  by the d i v i n i t i e s  of the 

K r e m l i n . ^ 0 F i n a l l y ,  b e f o r e  the t o r t u r e r  K o e n i g ,  Kyo d i s ­

c o v e r s  " h o w  e x h a u s t i n g  it is to be f o r c e d  to f i n d  s h e l t e r  

o n l y  in y o u r s e l f . "  (CH 233)

If K y o  has b e e n  u n a b l e  to w i n  o v e r  h i s  s o l i t u d e ,  

he has s u c c e e d e d  h o w e v e r ,  in w i n n i n g  a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y  

t h r o u g h  his m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h o n o r a b l e  life, as w e l l  as 

t h r o u g h  his d e a t h  w h i c h  r e s e m b l e d  that life. O n e  is



101

r i g h t  to r e c a l l  the w o r d  " d i g n i t y "  b e f o r e  the b u t c h e r  

K o e n i g ,  w h o  b r i n g s  h i m  d e a t h , 71 He wa s  f i g h t i n g  for the 

c o m m u n i t y  of m e n ,  he w a s  m o a n i n g  w i t h  t h e m  in p r i s o n ,  and 

he wa s  j o i n i n g  " t h e  p l a i n t i f f  m u r m u r e  of s a c r i f i c i a l  s u f ­

f e r i n g . "  (CH 274) In this c o n d e m n e d  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h e r e  the 

s u r r o u n d i n g  a n d  v i c t o r i o u s  d e a t h  f i l l e d  h i m  w i t h  d e s p a i r ,  

he  f o u n d  at l e a s t  the f r a t e r n i t y  b r o u g h t  by a c o m m o n  

s t r u g g l e  a n d  a c o m p a s s i o n  for his c o m r a d e s  in d i s t r e s s  and 

m i s f o r t u n e .  His l o n e l i n e s s  h a d  b e e n  c o n q u e r e d  as he w a s  

tie d  to t h e m  in d e a t h  e v e n  m o r e  t han he w a s  d u r i n g  his 

l ife, in a c o m m u n i o n  that w a s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  the fear of 

d e a t h  i t s e l f .  He w a s  f i g h t i n g  for w h a t ,  in his time, m a d e  

s e n s e  the m o s t  a n d  e n g e n d e r e d  the g r e a t e s t  h o p e .  He wa s
- * '

d y i n g  to g i v e  d e a t h  a m e a n i n g  as he g a v e  m e a n i n g  to his 

life an d  to the l ives of all t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  l y i n g  in p r i s o n .  

A n d  at the end, he wa s  e l a t e d  to see that "it wa s  e a s i e r  to 

die w h e n  o n e  d oes not die a l o n e :  d e a t h  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  a

t r e m u l o u s  b r o t h e r l y  e m o t i o n .  . . ." (CH 247), and t hat he
/

w o u l d  n o t  be f o r g o t t e n - -

In the r e p r e s s i o n  that w a s  c r u s h i n g  e x h a u s t e d  C h i n a  
u n d e r  its b o o t s ,  in the a n x i e t y  and the h o p e  of the 
m a s s e s ,  Lhe a c t i o n  of K y o  w i l l  r e m a i n  c h i s e l e d  
f o r e v e r  as w e r e  the i n s c r i p t i o n s  of p r i m i t i v e  e m p i r e s  
w h i c h  w e r e  cut d e e p  in the g o r g e s  of the r i v e r s .
. . . (CH 274)

K y o ' s  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  is h i s  t o t a l  c o m m i t m e n t

to a c t i o n .  His m a i n  p r o b l e m - - t h e  w o r d  b e i n g  u n d e r s t o o d

as a s i t u a t i o n  in w h i c h  t h e r e  is no s o l u t i o n  to be f o u n d - -
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Is the o p p o s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  h i s  t e n d e n c y  to e x p a n d  a n d  to 

d e e p e n  the C h i n e s e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  his c o m m i t m e n t  to the 

P a r t y  an d  to the (Comintern. E v e n  his p r i v a t e  life is d e ­

t e r m i n e d  b y  the e x i g e n c i e s  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n ,  as 

it wa s  for e v e r y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r  w h o  l o o k e d  at the 

r e v o l u t i o n  as h i s  r e a s o n  for l i v i n g ,  as it w a s  for S a i n t -  

J ust d u r i n g  the F r e n c h  r e v o l u t i o n .  A c t i o n  in i t s e l f  is d e ­

t e r m i n e d  by the i m m i n e n c e  of the s t r u g g l e ,  w h i c h  for Kyo

w a s  the i n s u r r e c t i o n  of the S h a n g h a i  C o m m u n i s t  group.

And, w h e n  the i n s u r r e c t i o n  t e n d e d  to be a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  i n ­

d e p e n d e n t  on the c a d r e s  a n d  the a s s i s t a n c e  of K o m i n t e r n ,  

d e f e a t  b e c a m e  i n e v i t a b l e  b e c a u s e  the i n t e r e s t s  of the s ame 

m a s s e s  that R e v o l u t i o n  w a s  e x p e c t e d  to s e r v e  a n d  d e f e n d  did

not s a t i s f y  the l o n g - r a n g e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  of a w i d e r  p l a n

that r e c o m m e n d e d  a m o r a t o r i u m  on the r e v o l u t i o n  at that 

J u n c t i o n .

N e x t  to Kyo is a n o t h e r  f i n g e r  of the h a n d f u l  of

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  of S h a n g h a i ;  it is the a l m o s t  s a i n t l y  K a t o w ,

for w h o m  life a n d  R e v o l u t i o n  m e a n t  one s i n g l e  thing. As a

m a t t e r  of fact, K a t o w  has no p r i v a t e  life, as e v e r y t h i n g  in

h i m  Is r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n .  " N e i t h e r  a h o t h e a d  n o r  a fan-
7 2a t i c  or an a d v e n t u r e r , "  he is the l e a s t  " E u r o p e a n "  of 

t h e m  all, in that he has m a n y  q u a l i t i e s  in c o m m o n  w i t h  

o t h e r  p e o p l e .  He is c l o s e r  to the t o t a l i t y  of h u m a n e n e s s ,  

to w h a t  is c r e d i t a b l e  in man. He is the e x a m p l e  of m a n ' s  

t o t a l  c o m m i t m e n t  to his e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ;  he w a n t s  ^ o  b e .
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P r o n e  to a a c r l f i c e - - g r a c e  b e s t o w e d  u p o n  h i m  h a d  t a k e n  that 

f o r m - - c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a c o n s t a n t  v o l u n t e e r i n g ,  K a t o w ,  like 

Kyo, r e a c h e s  h i s  b r o t h e r s  in the R e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  his p u r i t y  

of h e a r t  a n d  i n t e n t ,  an d  w i t h  his r e a d i n e s s  to g ive, a l w a y s  

g i v e  for o t h e r s .  His t h i r s t  for the a b s o l u t e  c o n s i s t s  in 

h i s  a b s o l u t e  o f f e r  of h i m s e l f  at the s e r v i c e  of h u m a n i t y ;  

and, in so d o i n g ,  he s u c c e e d s  in b e i n g  the a r t i f e x  of h i s  

o w n  d e s t i n y  a n d  m a k e s  his v i c t o r y  o v e r  d e a t h  a n d  a n n i h i l a ­

t ion p o s s i b l e .  By j o i n i n g  the R e v o l u t i o n  K a t o w  has set 

the g r o u n d  for his w o r k  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  w i l l  g ive ma n  a 

n e w  linage, a n e w  d i m e n s i o n  e n a b l i n g  h i m  to i m p o s e  h i m s e l f  

o v e r  the c r u s h i n g  d i s o r d e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  by the r e a c t i o n a r y  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of law a n d  o r d e r .

K a t o w  r e l i e s  on f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  and does not 

p o s e  a n y  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s  or n e e d  an y  a n s w e r s .  He p r o c e e d s  

w i t h  c a l m  and c o n f i d e n c e  t o w a r d  c o m p l e t e  f u l f i l l m e n t ,  

n a m e l y ,  s e l f - i m m o l a t i o n .  L i k e  Dos t o i e v s k i *s M i t y a ,  K a t o w

" w a n t e d  to m a k e  h i m s e l f  a n o t h e r  m a n  by s u f f e r i n g  . . . he
7 3w a s  in love, p a s s i o n a t e l y  in love w i t h  s u f f e r i n g . "  L i k e  

Kyo G i s o r s ,  K a t o w  is a d d i n g  a n e w  d i m e n s i o n  to h u m a n  d i g ­

n i t y .  He is f i g h t i n g  in o r d e r  to g i v e  to o t h e r s  the f r u i t s  

of his v i c t o r y .  His e f f i c i e n c y  is s u p r e m e ,  b e c a u s e  he has 

c h o s e n  his o w n  p a t h  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m .  L i k e  K y o ' s  K a t o w ' s  

e x a m p l e  i n s p i r e s  the r e s t  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  in the

S h a n g h a i  g r o u p  m o r e t h  an the o f t e n  e m p t y  p h r a s e o l o g y  of
74C o m m u n i s t  p r o p a g a n d a .  He s u c c e e d s  in c o n s o l i n g
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H e m m e l r i c h  by u n d e r s t a n d i n g  him. T c h e n  Is c l o s e r  to h i m  

than to a n y  o t h e r  a n d h l s  past, k n o w n  to his f r i e n d s ,  Is 

"a l e g e n d  of s t r e n g t h  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y  that f o l l o w s  h i m . "  

B e c a u s e  the rea l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i r t u e  of K a t o v ,  as it was 

for K y o  a n d  to a l e s s e r  d e g r e e  for all the d e v o t e d  r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r i e s ,  Is the t e n d e n c y  to sav e  o n e s e l f  t h r o u g h  a c o n ­

s tant c o n c e r n  for o t h e r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a l l o w  o n e s e l f  to 

w e a k e n  In d e s p a i r  and e x h a u s t i n g  s e l f - c o n c e r n ; not "I" 

K a t o w  w o u l d  say w i t h  M a l r a u x ,  but " m a n "  w h e r e v e r  he is 

b e i n g  c r u s h e d  is my m a i n  c o n c e r n , ^

The y o u n g  Tch e n ,  l i k e  the t e r r o r i s t  H o n g  of The 

C o n q u e r o r s , r e p r e s e n t s  r e v o l t  jji e x t r e m i s . He c a n n o t  a c ­

cept an i d e o l o g y  that d o e s  not t r a n s f o r m  i t s e l f  i n t o  i m m e ­

d i a t e  and v i o l e n t  a c t i o n .  The m o r e  he t h i n k s ,  the m o r e  he 

feels the n e e d  to p u s h  his a c t i o n  f u r t h e r  an d  f u r t h e r ,  as 

if p u l l e d  by a s e n s e  of f a t a l i t y  that c a n n o t  be s t o p p e d .  

" S o o n  I w i l l  be k i l l e d , "  he says, as he is fully d e t e r m ­

i ned to e n d o w  hi s  d e a t h  w i t h  the s a m e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  m e a n ­

ing that o t h e r s  giv e  to t h e i r  lives. He s t r o n g l y  w i s h e s  

"To die in the m o s t  e x a l t e d  p o s s i b l e  w a y ! "  (C 123) T h a t  

is to say, to liv e  o n e ’s own lif e  in full. T h e  f a s c i n a ­

t ion that d e a t h  e x e r c i s e s  on h i m  b r i n g s  h i m  t o t a l  a p ­

p e a s e m e n t ,  s o m e t h i n g  e v e n  d e e p e r  t h a n  that, an e c s t a s y ,

"an e c s t a s y  that p u l l s  one d o w n . "  (CH 123)
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T c h e n  Is m o r e  e d u c a t e d  tha n  Hong. He h a t e s  w i t h  

the sam e  fo r c e ,  b u t  he is a b l e  to e x p l a i n  a n d  j u s t i f y  his 

a c t i o n s .  A f o r m e r  s t u d e n t  of an A m e r i c a n  p a s t o r ,  he has 

r e p l a c e d  o n e  p a s s i o n  by a n o t h e r ,  p o l i t i c s  for r e l i g i o n .

E v e n  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  is the fact that he has j o i n e d  the 

R e v o l u t i o n  In a r e a d i n e s s  to give his life for it. U n l i k e  

H o n g  wh o  l o o k e d  at the R e v o l u t i o n  as an I n s t r u m e n t  of s a t ­

i s f y i n g  his h a t e ,  T c h e n  a d v a n c e d  in his r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c ­

t i v i t i e s ;  he r e a l i z e s  h o w e v e r  that t h e r e  are som e  i n n e r  

f o r c e s ,  s o m e t i m e s  d e e p e r  and s t r o n g e r  t h a n  the c a u s e  he is 

s e r v i n g ,  that d r i v e  h i m  i r r e s i s t i b l y  t o w a r d  d e a t h  a n d  the 

a p p e a s e m e n t  of his h a t r e d .  T a l k i n g  to an A m e r i c a n  p a s t o r ,  

he e x p l a i n s ,  "I am not l o o k i n g  for p e a c e .  I a m  l o o k i n g  

for . , . the o p p o s i t e ,  [since] I do not like a h u m a n i t y

w h i c h  c o n t e m p l a t e s  s u f f e r i n g . "  (CH 136) He is d e e p l y  a n t i -  

C h r i s t i a n  as he h a t e s  the i d e a  of s u b m i s s i v e n e s s  or of any 

c o m p r o m i s e .  E v e n  a c t i o n ,  the m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  a c t i o n ,  a p ­

p e a r s  like an a d v e n t u r e  to him. T h e r e  is o n l y  o n e  t h i n g  

t hat c o u n t s  for him, the a b s o l u t e n e s s  of the m o m e n t  of 

death. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t e r r o r i s m  b e c o m e s  the v e r y  m e a n i n g  

of h i s  life, J u s t  as for h i m  "it is the c o m p l e t e  p o s s e s s i o n  

of o n e s e l f . "  (CH 150) T h e  s e 1 f - i s o l a t i o n  of the t e r r o r i s t  

f o r c e f u l l y  i m p o s e d  on h i m s e l f ,  b r i n g s  h i m  the a b s o l u t e  

s o l i t u d e  of a m y s t i c :  " S o l i t u d e  first, that the t e r r o r ­

ist s h o u l d  d e c i d e  a l o n e ,  e x e c u t e  a l o n e  . . . the last

s o l i t u d e  . . . no t  to l o o k  for y o u r  own p e o p l e  . .
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(CH 189) T c h e n ’s f irst k i l l i n g  s e p a r a t e s  h i m  f r o m  the 

w o r l d  p e r m a n e n t l y .  As he e v o l v e s ,  a l o n e  in his s u f f o c a t i n g  

a t m o s p h e r e ,  he t r i e s  to g i v e  a m e a n i n g  to t h a t  s o l i t u d e  

t h r o u g h  v i o l e n c e  in s o l i t a r y  a c t i o n  b e c a u s e ,  " w i t h  al l  the 

i n t i m a c y  of d e a t h ,  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  b r o t h e r l y  w e i g h t  that 

c o v e r s  him, he f e e l s  that he is not on e  of t h e i r  f r i e n d s . "  

(CH 85)

T c h e n  doe s  not go as far as H o n g  w h o  says, " Any 

s o c i a l  o r d e r  is n o t h i n g  b u t  filt h " ;  he b e l i e v e s  in the 

R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  he s e r v e s  it as an a l l y ,  but he a lso t h i n k s  

that the u n i q u e n e s s  of l i f e  is e s s e n t i a l .  On e  s h o u l d  not 

l ose or w a s t e  it. T h a t  is all! T h i s  is the b a s i c  l e s s o n  

t h a t  the two C h i n e s e  y o u n g  m e n  h a v e  l e a r n e d  f rom the two 

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  W e s t e r n e r s ,  R e b e c c i ,  the a n a r c h i s t ,  a n d  the 

A m e r i c a n  p a s t o r .  T h i s  l e s s o n  has t a k e n  root in a g r o u n d  

f e r t i l i z e d  by m i s e r y  and h u m i l i a t i o n .  B o t h  of t h e m  h a v e

r e a c t e d  v i o l e n t l y  to the E u r o p e a n  p o i s o n  of revo l t .  L i k e

s o l d i e r s  a n d  b r i g a n d s  they h a v e  f r e e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  

m i s e r y  t h r o u g h  c o u r a g e .  T h e y  h a v e  m a d e  the d e c i s i v e  J u m p  

i n t o  the w o r l d  of a c t i o n ,  r e j e c t i n g  w i t h  h a t r e d  e v e r y t h i n g  

that is C h i n e s e  an d  that c o u l d  k e e p  t h e m  b ack, s u c h  as the 

C h i n e s e  or d e r !

H a v i n g  h a d  no l i f e  to s p e a k  of in the p ast a n d  

h a v i n g  no p a t i e n c e  for the f u t u r e  (they do not b e l i e v e  in 

God, a n d  t hey e x p e c t  an i m m e d i a t e  d e a t h ) ,  t h e y  b o t h  p l a c e

i m p o r t a n c e  in the p r e s e n t ,  a n d  in so d o i n g ,  t h e y  a p p e a s e
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t h e i r  h a t e  and t h i r s t  for v i o l e n t  a c t i o n .  R e j e c t i n g  b o t h  

the I n n a t e  C h i n e s e  d i s l i k e  for a c t i o n  an d  the C h r i s t i a n  

a p p e a l  for p e a c e  and s e r e n i t y ,  H o n g  an d  T c h e n  f o u n d  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  a t t a c h e d  to r e v o l u t i o n  and, j u m p i n g  out of that 

p a s s i v e  b o a t  c a l l e d  C h i n a ,  t h e y  l a n d e d  on the s h o r e s  of a 

c o n t i n e n t  d e v o t e d  to a c t i o n  a n d  a p p e a l i n g  to its s t r o n g e s t  

form, the d u r a b l e  one. For them, t h e r e  w a s  a w h o l e  n e w  

l i f e  to g a i n  . . . T h e i r  m a i n  d i f f e r e n c e  c o n s i s t s  in t h e i r

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the l e a d e r s  of the R e v o l u t i o n .  H o n g ,  

e x t r e m e l y  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  r e f u s e s  to a c c e p t  the P a r t y ’s 

d i r e c t i v e s  and e n d s  in o p p o s i n g  it and b e i n g  c o n d e m n e d  by 

it; he is an e n e m y .  T c h e n ,  a c c e p t s  the P a r t y ,  h o w e v e r  

r e l u c t a n t l y ,  f u l f i l l s  its i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  e v e n  k i l l s  d e f e n s e ­

less m e r c h a n t s ,  an act that he f i n d s  n a u s e a t i n g ;  but he 

c a n n o t  h e l p  f e e l i n g  l o n e l y ;  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n  is s a c r e d  to 

h i m  as t h e  l o g i c  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  and the c o m m o n l y  c o n d u c t e d  

a c t i o n  do n o t  s a t i s f y  in full his l e a n i n g  t o w a r d  v i o l e n t  

acts.

T h e  two C h i n e s e  y o u t h s ,  S o u e n  and Pei are s o m e w h a t  

e c l i p s e d  by the p o w e r f u l  and v i o l e n t  f i g u r e  of T c h e n .

A n d  yet, it is t h e y  w h o  are the p i o n e e r s  of the f o r t h c o m i n g  

C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y .  A w a r e  of t h e i r  s t a t u s  as o p p r e s s e d  w o r k ­

ers, t h r o u g h  s y s t e m a t i c  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  the y  h a v e  j o i n e d  

the r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  the i n t e n t i o n  of s e r v i n g  t h e i r  c l a s s  

a n d  the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to act in an o r g a n i z e d  form. T h e y  are 

the e x e m p l a r y  m a t e r i a l  of m o d e r n  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  w h o s e  p a t h  is 

t r a c e d  in a d v a n c e  and w h o s e  m a r c h  is g r a d u a l ,  c a l c u l a t e d ,
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w i t h  a c l e a r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Pel, w h o s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i ­

ties a l l o w  h i m  to w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  on C h i n a ' s  c l a n d e s t i n e  

m a g a z i n e s ,  d r e a m s  of C h i n a  as a g r e a t  c o u n t r y ,  in b o t h  

s i z e  a n d  g r a n d e u r .  C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  for h i m  "is the 

o n l y  r e a l  w a y  of r e v i v i n g  C h i n a . "  (CH 148) For S o u e n ,  a 

less e d u c a t e d  w o r k e r ,  C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  is b a s i c a l l y  

the m e a n s  of m a k i n g  but a lif e  for his own p e o p l e ,  w i t h  

or w i t h o u t  C h i n a .  " T h e  p o o r  p e o p l e !  It is o n l y  for t h e m  

t h a t  he a c c e p t s  d e a t h  a n d  k i l l i n g .  O n l y  for t h e m . "  (CH 

148) S o u e n  the w o r k e r ,  is c a p t u r e d  a n d  m a s s a c r e d  in 

S h a n g h a i .  Pei, the i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  s u c c e e d s  in e s c a p i n g  to 

S o v i e t  R u s s i a ,  w h e r e  he f inds in h i s  w o r k  h i s  r a i s o n  

d ' e t r e , and "in p l a c e  of G o d s ,  the h u m a n  f orce s t r u g g l i n g

w i t h  the E a r t h . "  (CH 269) E v e n t u a l l y  he w i l l  r e t u r n  to
7 6C h i n a  to c o n t i n u e  w o r k  l eft u n f i n i s h e d .

H e m m e l r i c h ,  a B e l g i a n ,  is w h a t  one m i g h t  c a l l  a 

r a t h e r  o r d i n a r y  t y p e  in the w o r l d  of R e v o l u t i o n ;  he is 

t o t a l l y  s u b m i s s i v e  to the P a r t y  that he s e r v e s  f a i t h f u l l y .  

H a v i n g  f a i l e d  to m a k e  s o m e t h i n g  of h i m s e l f  in E u r o p e ,  he 

has c ome to C h i n a  to try a g a i n ,  as he e a r n s  a l i v i n g  in a 

r e c o r d  s hop. A l w a y s  p o o r ,  w i t h  h a n d s  t i e d  by a s o c i a l  

o r d e r  that he t h i n k s  d e n i e s  h i m  d i g n i t y ,  he w o r k s  to s i m p l y  

s u r v i v e  the d a g g e r  of s t a r v a t i o n .  To c o m p l i c a t e  t h i n g s  

e v e n  f u r t h e r ,  he is t i e d  to a s i c k  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d  w h o s e  

s u f f e r i n g s  h a v e  a l m o s t  k n o c k e d  h i m  out of the f i e l d  of 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n .  He r e s e n t s  this f a m i l y  s i t u a t i o n .
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T h e n  one day, hi s  f a m i l y  Is m a s s a c r e d  a n d  he e x p e r i e n c e s  

a f e e l i n g  of t o t a l  f r e e d o m .  On his w a y  to s e e k  r e v e n g e ,  

he f i n d s  for the f i r s t  t i m e  in his l i f e ,  that, j o i n i n g  in 

a b a t t l e ,  he has k i l l e d  an e n e m y  w i t h  Joy; "One can k i l l  

w i t h  love, w i t h  love, for G o d ' s  s a k e , "  (CH 207) he s c r e a m s .  

He h a s  u n r e s e r v e d l y  s e r v e d  the P a r t y ,  to w h i c h  he s u b m i t s  

h i m s e l f  t o t a l l y .  H e m m e l r i c h  e s c a p e s  the m a s s a c r e  by a 

m i r a c l e  a n d  e nds up in S o v i e t  R u s s i a  as a w o r k e r  in an 

e l e c t r i c a l  p l a n t ,  w h e r e  he is h a p p y  to s p e n d  his l i f e  in 

b l u e  o v e r a l l s .  H e m m e l r i c h  p r e c e d e s  t h o s e  t e c h n i c i a n s  of 

r e v o l u t i o n  w h o s e  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h i n  the P a r t y  is t o t a l  and 

w h o  w i l l  be s e r v i n g  the n e w  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  all a r o u n d  the 

w o r l d .

T h e  E u r o p e a n  l a d y - p h y s i c i a n  May, l ike K a t o w ,  is 

I m b u e d  w i t h  the i d e a  of s a c r i f i c e ;  in j o i n i n g  the r e v o l u ­

t i o n  s h e  has f o u n d  h e r s e l f  in the s u f f e r i n g  w o r l d  of the 

s i c k  a n d  p oor, of the o p p r e s s e d  and the p e r s e c u t e d .  A l ­

t h o u g h  s h e  r e n d e r s  a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

m o v e m e n t ,  she is k e p t  out of its a c t i v i t i e s .  M a l r a u x ' s  

c h a r a c t e r s  feel that v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  is s u i t e d  to a m a n ' s  

p h y s i c a l  b u i l d  and p u r p o s e l y  e x c l u d e s  w o m e n .  T h a t  is w h y  

w e  do n o t  see h e r  a r r e s t e d ,  t o r t u r e d ,  or k i l l e d .  She 

l e a v e s  C h i n a  to J o i n  h e r  p e o p l e  in a less d a n g e r o u s  

w o r l d ,  p r o b a b l y  in a w o r l d  w h e r e  s w e a t  r e p l a c e s  b l o o d .

But M a y  I n t r o d u c e s  a n e w  e l e m e n t  in M a l r a u x ' s  w o r l d ,  

n a m e l y ,  the w o m e n  that is n o t  d o m i n a t e d  by man. T h i B
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m i g h t  be b e c a u s e  of h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  In the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  in the w o r l d  of e q u a l s ;  and, as s u c h ,  she r e ­

f l e c t s  on e  m o r e  n o b l e  a s p e c t  of the r e v o l u t i o n .  C o n t r a r y  

to the t e n d e n c i e s  of M a l r a u x ’s a d v e n t u r e r s  to t r e a t  w o m e n  

as i n f e r i o r  b e i n g s  in o r d e r  to s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  i n n e r  f e e l ­

ing of s u p e r i o r i t y  in an act of d o m i n a t i o n ,  Ky o  t r e a t s  h e r  

as a c o m p a n i o n  w h o  s u p p o r t s  h i m  in his s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  

t h e  d e g r a d e d  w o r l d  of c a p i t a l i s m  that d e n i e s  he r  i n d i v i d u ­

al i t y .  E v e n  the m o m e n t a r y  w e a k n e s s  of May ,  w h o  a c c e p t s  

m a k i n g  l o v e  to a f o r m e r  c o m r a d e  r e a d y  to l e a v e  for the 

front l i n e s " a n d  w h o  is so c l o s e  to d y i n g "  (CH 42) is o v e r ­

com e  t h a n k s  to h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c ­

t i v i t i e s  w h o s e  i m p o r t a n c e  o v e r s h a d o w s  the p r o b l e m s  of 

p r i v a t e  l i v e s .

T h e  s e c o n d  e l e m e n t  of the C h i n e s e  r e v o l u t i o n  in 

S h a n g h a i  is r e p r e s e n t e d  by the d e l e g a t e s  a n d  the m i l i t a r y  

e x p e r t s  of K o m i n t e r n ,  the p e o p l e  f r o m  a n d  for M o s c o w .

We are o n l y  t o l d  that G e n e r a l  G a l l e n  is a m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  

an d  the o r g a n i z e r  of the C o m m u n i s t  " i r o n  a r m y , "  the 

n u c l e u s  of the coining C h i n e s e  army. The o t h e r  d e l e g a t e s

are the d i r e c t  s u b o r d i n a t e s  of B o r o d i n e .  The s e c r e t a r y

of the d e l e g a t i o n  is a c o m r a d e  w h o  o r g a n i z e d  the first 

i n s u r r e c t i o n  in F i n l a n d .  In the S h a n g h a i  s e c t i o n  we 

f i n d  V o l o g u i n e ,  " h e a v y ,  l o o k i n g  m o r e  like a m a t u r e  w o m a n  

t h a n  a m a n  . . . w i t h  fine f e a t u r e s  . . . p l u n g e d  in his

a r m c h a i r  . . . e x p r e s s i o n l e s s  . . . w i t h  his
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e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h a n d s .  . . (CH 1 1 1 - 1 1 6 )  It is fro m  this

n e a r - r o b o t  type that Kyo l e a r n s  that all o d d s  are a g a i n s t  

his S h a n g h a i  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p ,  a n d  the f a t a l  d e c i s i o n  

that M o s c o w  is not r eady to j e o p a r d i z e  a p r e e s t a b l i s h e d  

plan. ( " T h e r e  is a f a t a l i s m  in M a r x i s m ,  K y o  u s e d  to t h i n k ,  

a n d  I am s u s p i c i o u s  of it." (CH 114) As he f e e l s  h e l p l e s s  

a n d  his g r o u n d  s l i p p i n g  as in a dream, K y o  t h i n k s  that it 

is u s e l e s s  to o p e n  o n e ’s m o u t h  in that s t i f l i n g  a t m o s p h e r e .  

M o s c o w ,  h o w e v e r ,  n e e d s  time, c l a i m i n g  that the c o n d i t i o n s  

are not ripe for a C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  w h i c h  m u s t  be 

a c h i e v e d  by the w o r k e r s .  The C h i n e s e  t h e s i s ,  d e f e n d e d  by 

Kyo, of a p e a s a n t  r e v o l u t i o n  is a n t a g o n i s t i c  to d o c t r i n ­

a i r e  M a r x i s m  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  r e j e c t e d  by M o s c o w  w i t h  scorn.

The f o l l o w i n g  d i a l o g u e  f o l l o w s :

The p e a s a n t  a l w a y s  f o l l o w s ,  e i t h e r  the w o r k e r  or 
the b o u r g e o i s i e ,  (says V o l o g u i n e ] .  But he a l w a y s  
f o i l o w s . . . .
- Y o u  are s a c r i f i c i n g  us w i t h o u t  a p p e a s i n g  C h i a n g -  
Kai Shek. B o r o d i n e  m a y  as w e l l  t e l l  M o s c o w .  . .

It w a s  the o n l y  h o p e  for Ky o
- M o s c o w  k n o w s  it: the o r d e r  to s u r r e n d e r  the w e a p o n s
w a s  g i v e n  the day b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y .

H e a r t b r o k e n  K y o  did n o t  a n s w e r ,  . . . (CH 1 1 4 - 1 1 6 )

K y o  h a d  one m o r e  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  P o s s o z ,  a f o r m e r  

a n a r c h i s t  t u r n e d  B o l s h e v i k .  As he w a s  e x p l a i n i n g  his 

d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a t i o n ,  K y o  n o t i c e d  that P o s s o z  w a s  b e c o m i n g  

m o r e  an d  m o r e  u n e a s y .  F i n a l l y  P o s s o z  s a i d ,  "I h a v e  w o r k e d  

in the w a t c h  i n d u s t r y  for f i f t e e n  y e a r s ;  I k n o w  w h a t  it 

m e a n s  to be l i k e  the w h e e l s  that tur n  e a c h  o t h e r .  If one 

d o e s  not h a v e  f a i t h  in the K o m i n t e r n ,  one s h o u l d  not be in
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the p a r t y . "  (CH 1 2 7 ) ^

H o p e l e s s  an d  h e l p l e s s ,  Kyo h a d  o n l y  one d e s i r e :

to l e a v e  H a n k e o u —

C h a r a c t e r i z e d  by one s i n g u l a r  f e a t u r e :  H U N G E R .
As it w a s  n o t  w i t h  T c h e n ,  K y o  felt that in the 
v e r y  s a m e  n i g h t  a c r o s s  C h i n a  a n d  all the w a y  w e s t ­
w a r d  up to the h e a r t  of E u r o p e ,  p e o p l e  like h i m  
w e r e  h e s i t a t i n g ,  tor n  by the sam e  t o r m e n t  b e t w e e n  
i m p o s e d  d i s c i p l i n e  an d  the m a s s a c r e  of t h e i r  own 
f r i ends. . . . (CH 130)

M o s c o w !  A n a m e  that s o u n d s  lik e  a f a t a l i t y  s p e l l ­

i n g  d e a t h  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .  M o s c o w !  A n e w  m y s t e r y  that 

e n v e l o p e s  the p e r e n n i a l  t r a g i c  d e s t i n i e s  of the m i l l i o n s  

y e a r n i n g  to be free in a n e w  life. M o s c o w !  A l o n e l y  m o d ­

ern J u p i t e r ,  p o w e r f u l  an d  s u s p i c i o u s ,  w h o s e  w h i m s  d e c i d e  

the s u c c e s s  or the f a i l u r e  of all r e v o l u t i o n s , h e l p i n g  them, 

d o o m i n g  them, d i r e c t i n g  t h e m  t h r o u g h  its f a i t h f u l  v a s s a l s  

on earth.

It a p p e a r s  t hat R e v o l u t i o n  d e v o u r s  its b e s t  c h i l d ­

ren a n d  t h a t  it l ives on the s a c r i f i c e s  of t h o s e  wh o  s u p ­

por t  it a n d  g r o w s  w i t h  the m y t h  of the m a r t y r s ,  the h e r o e s  

of the R e v o l u t i o n ,  of t h o s e  w h o  do not s u r v i v e  it. T h e r e  

is a s t r a n g e  d u a l  p u r p o s e  in R e v o l u t i o n ,  a t w o f o l d  d i s ­

t i n c t i o n  a n d  c o n t r a s t ,  of the p r e s e n t  and of the f u t u r e ,  

of a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  of t i m e s  yet to come. In M a l ­

r a u x ' s  w o r l d  of r e v o l u t i o n  Kyo, K a t o w  and the g r o u p  of 

S h a n g h a i  —  like G a r i n e  in C a n t o n - - k i n d l e  the t o r c h  of the 

R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  c o n s u m e  t h e m s e l v e s  in its f l a m e s ,  in its 

l i g h t  a n d  its h eat. B o r o d i n e  a n d  the d e l e g a t e s  s u p p l y  it
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w i t h  n e w  s o u r c e s  of fuel d u r i n g  the d a r k n e s s  of n i g h t  in

o r d e r  to e x t i n g u i s h  It at the d a w n  of the n e w  day. L e o n

T r o t s k y  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  as f o l l o w s :  "If the

R u s s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  the C h i n e s e  r e v o l u -
7 8tion, the R u s s i a n  l e a d e r s  h a v e  c h o k e d  it."

Two m a j o r  e l e m e n t s  f o u n d  in C a n t o n  hav e  lost m o s t  

of t h e i r  w e i g h t  in S h a n g h a i - - E n g l a n d  a n d  T c h e n g - D a i ,  

i n t r e p i d  t e n a c i t y  a n d  p o w e r f u l  m o r a l  force. B o t h  of t h e m  

a r e  m e t a m o r p h o s e d  i n t o  two e l e m e n t s  of s m a l l e r  s t a t u r e .  

E n g l a n d  is r e p l a c e d  by c o n c e s s i o n s  and the r i c h  q u a r t e r s  

of S h a n g h a i ;  T c h e n g - D a i ,  to a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  by the old 

p r o f e s s o r  G i s o r s ,  an o u t s i d e r  to r e v o l u t i o n .  N o n e  of them, 

h o w e v e r ,  has e i t h e r  the s t r e n g t h  or the i n f l u e n c e  of the 

form e r .  Now, it is the p e o p l e ,  the s u f f e r i n g  m a s s e s  of 

C h i n a  that e m e r g e  as the p o w e r f u l  p o t e n t i a l  f a c t o r  of the 

g i g a n t i c  s t r u g g l e .

Th e  r a p p o r t  a m o n g  the d i f f e r e n t  f o r c e s  a l s o  has 

c h a n g e d .  T h e  R e d  A r m y  has a n u c l e u s  that has i n c r e a s e d  

in s i z e  an d  s t r e n g t h  s i n c e  the d a y s  oi the C a n t o n  g o v e r n ­

m e n t .  Its m a i n  a d v e r s a r y  n o w  is no l o n g e r  t r a d i t i o n a l

E n g l a n d ,  bu t  r a t h e r  its f o r m e r  ally, K u o m i n t a n g ,  d e f e n d e r
79of the c o n c e s s i o n s  a n d  of the r i c h  q u a r t e r s .

Th e  m a i n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of this n e w  c a m p  is a 

E u r o p e a n ,  the F r e n c h  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  F e r r a l ,  s y m b o l  of
(Tm o d e r n  c a p i t a l i s m ,  of its e f f e c t i v e  g e n i u s  for o r g a n i z i n g ,  

a n d  of the u n a p p e a s l n g  W e s t e r n  w o r l d .  T h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e
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w a s  u n m a s k i n g  i t s e l f ,  a n d  the C h i n e s e  p r o l e t a r i a t  wa s  p r e ­

p a r i n g  to face, in a m a m m o t h  duel, its real e n e m y ;  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l .  F e r r a l ,  a t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  R a s t i g n a c ,  

r e s e m b l e s  the a d v e n t u r e r  G a r i n e  in that he s e e k s  u n l i m i t e d  

p o w e r  and that it u ses the s y s t e m ,  c a p i t a l i s m ,  an d  its 

o v e r s e a s  e x t e n s i v e  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  to a c h i e v e  one s i n g l e  g oal:  

d o m i n a t i o n .  M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,  "An i n d i v i d u a l i s t  . . .  he w a s  

a l w a y s  b u s y  d e p o s i t i n g  m i l l i o n s  as s t e p s  of a l a d d e r  to 

c l i m b  a n d  r u l e  o v e r  Pa r i s .  (CH 72) It is to h i m  that the 

ol d  G i s o r s  s p e a k s :  " M a n  has no d e s i r e  to rule: he w a n t s

to c o e r c e ,  y o u  h a v e  s a i d  it. To e s c a p e  f r o m  the h u m a n  c o n ­

d i t i o n .  I w a s  t e l l i n g  y o u  b e f o r e .  Not to be p o w e r f u l :  bu t

al l  p o w e r f u l  . . . E a c h  m a n  a s p i r e s  to be a God'." (CH 185-

186)

For F e r r a l  o n l y  the act j u s t i f i e s  l i f e  an d  s a t i s f i e s

W e s t e r n  man. "A m a n  is the su m  t o t a l  of his acts, of w h a t

he has d o n e , of w h a t  he can do; n o t h i n g  e l s e , "  (CH 185) he

says. He w e l l  k n o w s  h o w  to act an d  e x e c u t e  v i g o r o u s l y ,  but

he Is n o t  a b l e  to act w i t h o u t  an e s t a b l i s h e d  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a

c o n c r e t e  f o r m  of o p p r e s s i o n .  He is t w i c e  the a d v e r s a r y  of

the r e v o l u t i o n .  In p r i n c i p l e ,  he c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w
8 0p e o p l e  c a n  giv e  t h e i r  l i v e s  for an Id e a l ;  and, in p r a c ­

tice, he does e v e r y t h i n g  in hi s  p o w e r  to r e i n f o r c e  the 

e f f i c i e n c y  of the g o v e r n m e n t  s t r u c t u r e  in o r d e r  to k e e p  

the m a r c h  of the r e v o l u t i o n  in che c k .  He o r d e r s ,  uses, 

r e j e c t s ,  and h u m i l i a t e s  p e o p l e  to c o r r o b o r a t e  his
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d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to c o e r c e  a n d  rule. He r e d u c e s  his s u b ­

o r d i n a t e s  to the s t a t u s  of a m a c h i n e ,  he has a s p e c i a l  

t a l e n t  for d e n y i n g  t h e m  t h e i r  I n d i v i d u a l i t i e s ,  a n d  he 

r e f u s e s  to t r e a t  t h e m  as h u m a n  b e i n g s  by a s k i n g  t h e m  o n l y  

to ser v e .  In his e f f o r t  to c o r r u p t  e v e r y b o d y ,  he says 

"To us e  C h l a n g - K a i  S h e k  w a s  b e c o m i n g  p o s s i b l e . "  (CH 71)

He is d e f i n i t e l y  c l o s e  to t h a t  o t h e r  a d v e n t u r e r  P e r k e n  in 

t hat he s h a r e s  hi s  d a r i n g ,  his i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  hi s  d e s i r e ;  

lik e  him, F e r r a l  w a n t s  to l e a v e  a s c a r  on the map. He is 

the t y p i c a l  c o n q u e r i n g  b o u r g e o i s ,  w h o  has no s c r u p l e s  a n d  

k n o w s  no l i m i t a t i o n s ;  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  e n d s  by b e i n g  p o w e r l e s s  

in f r o n t  of a m a s s  m e e t i n g  of a f o r m l e s s  m u l t i t u d e ,  w h e n  

e v e n  hi s  own d r i v e r  a b a n d o n s  him. L e f t  a l o n e  in the s t r e e t  

"He c o u l d  o n l y  l i s t e n  a n d  w a i t ,  a s i t u a t i o n  that he d e t e s t e d  

m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  in the w o r l d . "  (CH 67) He is als o  

r e j e c t e d  by his own c o l l e a g u e s  w h o ,  w h i l e  c h e w i n g  c a n d i e s  

w i t h  b o r e d o m ,  d ump his a m b i t i o n  as they do w r a p p i n g  p a p e r ,  

into th e  w a s t e  b a s k e t .  T h e  c o n q u e r o r  is c o n q u e r e d  by the 

t e c h n o c r a t s .  "He h a d  m a d e  e f f i c i e n c y  h i s  e s s e n t i a l  v a l u e  

. . . [ A n d  now] b e i n g  w e a k e r  than t h e y  in his ow n  s y s t e m ,

he k n e w  that w h a t e v e r  he m i g h t  be t h i n k i n g  wa s  f r u i t l e s s . "

(CH 266) An a c t i v e  p e s s i m i s t ,  his p r e s e n t  c o u l d  n o t  be
82a n y t h i n g  e l s e  but a w o r l d  of r e p r e s s i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  he 

has no future.
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In the m i d s t  of c o n f u s i o n  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  a c t i o n ,  t h e r e  is a v o i c e  of p u r e  i n t e l l e c t ,  a 

s o u r c e  of w i s d o m ,  an a l t a r  for c o n f e s s i o n .  It is the c alm,  

a l m o s t  i n v i s i b l e  f i g u r e  of K y o 's f a t h e r ,  the o l d  G i s o r s .  

P o s s e s s e d  of s u p e r i o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  he is a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  

in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  p e o p l e ,  in g r a s p i n g  b a s i c  t r u t h s ,  and the 

e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  of m a n ' s  fate. A l o n e  and d e t a c h e d  f r o m  

the rest of the w o r l d  he d i s c o v e r s  w i t h i n  e a c h  h u m a n  

life an a n x i e t y  c o n s t a n t l y  g e n e r a t e d  by the fear of d e a t h ,  

as w e l l  as a d e e p l y  felt d e s i r e  to e s c a p e  that a n x i e t y  

t h r o u g h  a c t i o n  or d r e a m i n g ,  c o n q u e s t ,  p o w e r ,  d o m i n a t i o n  or 

e s c a p e  t h r o u g h  i l l u s i o n s ,  w o m e n ,  a n d  o p i u m .  He u n d e r s t a n d s  

the o t h e r s  t h a n k s  to his n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  to j o i n  them, 

e v e n  his a d v e r s a r i e s ,  as he p r o c e e d s  in the s e a r c h  for the 

r o o t s  of t h e i r  m a l a i s e .

A l t h o u g h  a M a r x i s t  by c o n v i c t i o n ,  his i n t e l l i g e n c e  

h a v i n g  w e a k e n e d  his w i l l ,  M a r x i s m  has b e c o m e  a k i n d  of 

f a t a l i s m .  T h e  o t h e r  a s p e c t ,  t h a t  w i l l  to act a n d  c h a n g e  

the w o r l d ,  d o e s  not a p p e a l  a n y m o r e  to him. He is i n t e r e s t e d  

in b e i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  in the c o m p o n e n t s  of a l a r g e  r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t  a i m i n g  at o v e r t h r o w i n g  the e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  

or d e r .  A n d  yet, he is l u c i d  e n o u g h  to r e c o g n i z e  that "to 

k n o w  o n l y  t h r o u g h  I n t e l l i g e n c e  is a f u t i l e  a t t e m p t  to f o r ­

get the p a s s i n g  of t i m e . "  (CH 183)

H i s  g r e a t  u n e a s i n e s s  is c a u s e d  by his o n l y  a t ­

t a c h m e n t  to life, his s o n  Kyo. In K y o ' s  a b s e n c e ,  al l  his
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t h o u g h t  is d e v o t e d  to the j u s t i f y i n g  of h i s  s o n ' s  a c t i o n .

In K y o 's p r e s e n c e ,  he finds that they c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  

e ach o t h e r ,  in s p i t e  of t h e i r  m u t u a l  love a n d  r e s p e c t .  

H i g h l y  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a n d  a r t i c u l a t e ,  he has b e e n  a b l e ,  as 

p r o f e s s o r  of s o c i o l o g y ,  to e x p r e s s  e l o q u e n t l y  the a p p e a l  

of M a r x i s m  to C h i n e s e  yo u t h .  M a n y  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

hav e  f o u n d  his w r i t i n g s  e n l i g h t e n i n g ,  a n d  his s o n  is ver y  

p r o u d  of his f a t h e r ' s  w o r k .  Hi s  r e m o v a l  f r o m  life, h o w ­

e ver, has m a d e  it i m p o s s i b l e  for h i m  to u n d e r s t a n d  h u m a n s  

in dep t h ;  as a m a t t e r  of fact, he d o e s  not b e l i e v e  in that 

p o s s i b i l i t y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he f eels that he c a n n o t  h e l p  

t hem a l l e v i a t e  t h e i r  a n x i e t i e s .  " The u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of a 

b e i n g , "  G i s o r s  e x p l a i n s  to F e r r a l ,  "is a n e g a t i v e  s e n t i ­

m e n t .  T h e  p o s i t i v e  s e n t i m e n t ,  the r e a l i t y  is the a n x i e t y  

of a l w a y s  b e i n g  a s t r a n g e r  to s o m e o n e  y o u  l o v e . "  (CH 183)

He is c o n d e m n e d  in a d v a n c e  to a b s o l u t e  l o n e l i n e s s ,  

an d  w i t h  all the i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  an d  m o r a l  h e l p  

g i v e n  to the c a u s e  of the r e v o l u t i o n ,  he r e m a i n s  b a s i c a l l y ,  

if not an a d v e r s a r y ,  at l e a s t  an o b s t a c l e  to the g r o w t h  

of r e v o l u t i o n  an d  its f i n a l  v i c t o r y ,  as all " f e l l o w  

t r a v e l e r s "  are at c e r t a i n  s t a g e s  of a C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n .  

His p r e d e c e s s o r  f r o m  C a n t o n ,  T c h e n g - D a i ,  s y m b o l  of that 

s t r e n g t h  t h a t  a l o n e  a s s u m e s  to c a r r y  all the n e c e s s a r y  

m o r a l  fo r c e ,  w a s  a s s a s s i n a t e d  by a t e r r o r i s t  to the g r e a t  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  of the C o m m u n i s t  l e a d e r s .  T c h e n g - D a i  h a d  no 

c h i l d r e n  t i e d  to R e v o l u t i o n  l i k e  G i s o r s  a n d  he n e v e r
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t a u g h t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  e i t h e r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  o l d  

G i s o r s ,  by r e m o v i n g  h i m s e l f  f r o m  a l l  k i n d s  of a c t i v i t i e s  

( T c h e n g - D a i  w a s  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d ) ,  d o e s  not c a u s e  f e e l i n g s  

of h a t r e d  a n d  c o m p e x e s  of i n f e r i o r i t y .  He is p o o r  an d  n o n -  

i n f l u e n t i a l .  H a r m l e s s  in h i s  t h o u g h t s ,  he is n o t  (as ye t 

at l e a s t ) ,  h a r m f u l  to t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

g r o u p s  by v i r t u e  of hi s  a t t i t u d e ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  s u s c e p ­

t i b l e  of b e i n g  e l i m i n a t e d .  Hi s  c o u p  de g r a c e  is his s o l i ­

t ude to the p o i n t  of b e i n g  a b a n d o n e d .  N o t  e v e n  M a y  a c c e p t s  

h i s  a d v i c e  an y  m o r e ,  as he c o n f e s s e s ,  "I h a v e  no d e s i r e  to 

go to M o s c o w .  I w i l l  be t e a c h i n g  m i s e r a b l y .  M a r x i s m  h a s  

c e a s e d  to l i v e  in m e . "  (CH 271) A n d  y e t ,  he a g r e e s  to 

t e a c h  in the u n i v e r s i t i e s  of J a p a n .

L e f t o v e r s  of c a t a c l y s m i c  m o v e m e n t s  t h a t  s h o o k  the 

R u s s i a n  E m p i r e  a f t e r  1 9 1 7 ,  d e b r i s  of a s u n k e n  s h i p  that 

u s e d  to be the T z a r i s t  A r m y  f l o a t i n g  o v e r  the w a t e r s  of the 

C h i n e s e  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l ,  the N i c o l a i e f f s ,  the 

K o e n i g s ,  the M a r t i a l s  a n d  the C h p i l e v s k y s ,  ar e  h o p e l e s s l y  

r e j e c t e d  h u m a n  f a i l u r e s .  T h e y  h a v e  c r o s s e d  t h e  b o r d e r l i n e  

int o  i n h u m a n i t y ,  l i v i n g  in a w o r l d  of t h e i r  o w n ,  w h e r e  t h e y  

try to r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n t o  the f o r m  of s o m e  k i n d  

of h u m a n  c r e a t u r e s ,  " n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  k i n d  of h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  

e v e n  l i k e  the b i g g e s t  of i d i o t s , "  a n d  t h e y  c a n n o t .  (CH 

217) " T w o  h o u r s  b e f o r e ,  K o e n i g  h a d  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a 

T c h e k i s t  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r .  Te n  m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  he felt the 

p r e s e n c e  of a b r o t h e r .  T h e i r  w o r l d ,  for the two of t h e m ,
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w a s  n o t  that of h u m a n s . "  (CH 235)

Th e  e n d l e s s  h u m i l i a t i o n  to w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  p r e ­

v i o u s l y  s u b m i t t e d  h a d  r e s u l t e d  in a c o m p l e x  of p e r m a n e n t  

i n n e r  t o r t u r e ,  of an u n f o r g i v a b l e  o f f e n s e  that a s k e d  to be 

p a i d  b a c k ,  of a m o n s t e r  w h o s e  c l a w s  s c r a p e d  t h e m  d e e p e r  

a n d  d e e p e r  to the p o i n t  of b l e e d i n g .  M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,  

" C l a p p i q u e  h a d  s e e n  e n o u g h  w r e t c h e d  p e o p l e  from the c i v i l  

w a r s  of C h i n a  and S i b e r i a  to f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  a n e g a ­

t i o n  of the w o r l d  i n t e n s e  h u m i l i a t i o n  b r i n g s ;  l o n e l y  p e o p l e ,  

they n o u r i s h  t h e i r  l o n e l i n e s s  w i t h  b l o o d  p r o f u s e l y  s hed, 

the d r u g  a n d  n e u r o s i s . "  (CH 218) At the end, C l a p p i q u e  

h i m s e l f ,  w o u l d  h ave b e e n  h a p p y  e v e n  to be a dog, p r o v i d e d  

t hat he c o u l d  c l i m b  the s h i p ' s  l a d d e r  a n d  e s c a p e .

N i c o l a i e f f ,  f o r m e r  a g e n t  of the T z a r i s t  O k h r a n a ,  

n o w  w o r k s  for the Reds, n a m e l y ,  the i l l - f a m e d  T c h e k a .

H a v i n g  b e t r a y e d  his c o m r a d e s  (it is s u s p e c t e d  he did the 

sam e  to his w i f e ,  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w h o  d i s a p p e a r e d  m y s ­

t e r i o u s l y )  he is f i n a l l y  a b a n d o n e d  by his b o s s e s .  U n w i l l ­

ing to w o r k  a n d  e a r n  a l i v i n g  for h i m s e l f ,  a f t e r  a l o n g  

s e r i e s  of the m o s t  d e g r a d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  he s u c c e e d s ,  

t h a n k s  to his a b j e c t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  in g e t t i n g  an i m p o r t a n t  

p os t  in the S u n  Y a t - S e n  s e c r e t . p o l i c e .  B o r o d i n e  k n o w s  

his " f i l e , "  b u t  s e e m s  to f o r g e t  his o l d  p r o f e s s i o n .  He 

h u m i l i a t e s ,  t o r t u r e s ,  a n d  kil l s .  W i t h  a c e r t a i n  p l e a s u r e  

h e  t e l l s  h o w  c o w a r d l y  p e o p l e  are w h e n  they a r e  a l o n e  an d 

face t o r t u r e  or death. His h o p e  is to see the day w h e n
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r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  of al l  k i n d s  can be " u s e d  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  by 

two r e s o l u t e  T c h e k i s t s .  R e s o l u t e .  W h a t  is this l i m i t e d  

p o l i c e ?  R o r o d i n e ,  G a r i n e , and all that. . . (CH 262)

say s  he to G e r a r d .  W h e n  G a r i n e ,  his s u p e r i o r ,  c o n f r o n t e d  

h i m  w i t h  a c a s e  of i n e x c u s a b l e  n e g l i g e n c e ,  he wa s  r e a d y  to 

t o r t u r e  an old m a n  to c r u s h  the v i c t i m ' s  last o u n c e  of 

w i l l .

M a r t i a l ,  the P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of S h a n g h a i  d e ­

tests his s u b o r d i n a t e s  w h o m  he t r e a t s  w i t h  c o n t e m p t ,  but 

he c o w a r d l y  o b e y s  F e r r a l  w h o s e  c r u s h i n g  s u p e r i o r i t y  he 

r e s e n t s .  R e d u c e d  to a w o r k i n g  m a c h i n e ,  M a r t i a l  s e e s  his 

ow n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  d e n i e d  by his b o s s ,  w i t h  an i n s o l e n t  i n ­

d i f f e r e n c e  t hat b e c o m e s  u n b e a r a b l e  to him. Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

has the p o l i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  he u s e s  t h e m  in full to a l l e ­

v i a t e  his f e e l i n g  of d e e p  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  as a for m  of d e ­

f e n s e  a g a i n s t  it. A f t e r  all, r e m a r k s  M a l r a u x ,  " t h e  t o r ­

t u r e r  is a l w a y s  s t r o n g e r  t han the v i c t i m  in the l a s t  s t a g e s  

of h u m i l i a t i o n  an d  s u f f e r i n g . "  (TM 27) " A l l  a r o u n d  the 

w o r l d  it is a l w a y s  the m o s t  d e p r a v e d  w h o  c h o o s e  this 

( t o r t u r e r ' s )  c a l l i n g , "  (TM 27) w i l l  w r i t e  l a t e r  M a l r a u x ,

In C h i n a ,  the m o s t  i n h u m a n  of them, is K o e n i g .  

S u m m a r i z i n g  his o w n  p h i l o s o p h y ,  " F o r  me, ray o w n  d i g n i t y  

c o n s i s t s  in k i l l i n g  . . ." (CH 217) he says. S h o r t ,  h e a v y ,

b r o w n ,  w i t h  a s q u a r e  face a n d  h a i r - c u t ,  " K o e n i g  c a m e  to 

h i m  [ C l a p p i q u e ] ,  w h o  wa s  i n t e r v i e w i n g  on b e h a l f  of K y o  

G i s o r s ,  a n d  s h o o k  h i s  h a n d  r a p i d l y  a n d  f o r c e f u l l y ,  in a
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w a y  tha t  s e e m e d  to s e p a r a t e  m o r e  t h a n  u n i t e  them. C l a p ­

p i q u e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  w a s  lef t  of t h e i r  f o r m e r  

" c a m a r a d e r i e "  in his p a r t n e r ,  w h o  c o u l d  not c o n c e i v e  of a n y ­

one a b l e  to act u n d e r  the i m p u l s e  of p e r s o n a l  d i g n i t y ,  a 

w o r d  that p r o v o k e d  an a v a l a n c h e  of h a t r e d  in him. The

m e m o r y  of h u m i l i a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t o r t u r e  that the R u s s i a n

C o m m u n i s t s  h a d  b r o u g h t  u p o n  h i m  in S i b e r i a ,  s u r f a c e s  p o w e r ­

f u l l y  an d  i n d e l i b l y  as the l e i t m o 1 1 v of his t h o u g h t  and 

the j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of his s a d i s t i c  act. M a l r a u x  t ells us 

that, " t h e r e  is no d o u b t  that he u s e d  to tell the s t o r y - -  

or r e p e a t  it to h i m s e 1 f - - e a c h  time that he w o u l d  k ill, so

that this s t o r y  w o u l d  s c r a p e  up to b l e e d i n g  the b o u n d l e s s

h u m i l i a t i o n  that t o r t u r e d  h i m . "  (CH 217)

T h a t  p e r s o n a l  h u m i l i a t i o n  wa s  e v e r y t h i n g  to K o e n i g ;  

the rest did not r e a l l y  c o u n t ,  as he c o n f e s s e s  to C l a p p i q u e :  

" W h y  s h o u l d  C h i n a  i n t e r e s t  m e ?  W h y  do y o u  t h i n k  so? Eh! 

L e t ' s  face it!" (CH 218) A n d  to Kyo G i s o r s , w h e n  he p r o ­

p o s e s  to c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  h i m  in e x c h a n g e  for his life, he 

says: " O n l y  X w i l l  k n o w  the deal. T h a t  w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t .

. . . Why, K y o  a sks h i m s e l f  a b o u t  tha t  d i s p o s i t i o n  to be

k i n d  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  w h e n  K o e n i g  p r o n o u n c e s  " t h a t  w i l l  be 

s u f f i c i e n t ? "  (CH 235) C o m p r o m i s i n g  i r r e p a r a b l y  a y o u n g  

i d e a l i s t  w h o  has c h o s e n  d i g n i t y  as the v a l u e  of his l ife, 

K o e n i g  w o u l d  find it e a s y  to c o n v i n c e  h i m s e l f  that d i g n i t y  

doe s  no t  e x i s t ,  a n d  that m e n  are w h a t  the s i t u a t i o n  m a k e s  

of them. By l o w e r i n g  t h o s e  w h o  s t a n d  h i g h e r ,  m i s e r y
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p r o v i d e s  c o m p a n y  for itself.

The f o r m e r  P o l i s h  c o u n t  C h p i l e v s k y ,  a l o w - r a n k i n g  

o f f i c e r ,  a food s p e c u l a t o r  and a l i f e - l o n g  s m u g g l e r ,  has 

a l s o  b e c o m e  an i n f o r m e r  of the S e c u r i t y  P o l i c e  in o r d e r  to 

e n j o y  the b e n e f i t s  of i l l e g a l  c o m m e r c e  d e f e n d e d  by "th e 

f o r c e s  of o r d e r . "  F u l l y  a w a r e  of his a b j e c t  s i t u a t i o n ,  he 

t r i e s  to o v e r c o m e  it by o c c a s i o n a l  g o o d  de e d s .  " W h e n  one 

has l i v e d  the w a y  I h a v e , "  say s  he to C l a p p i q u e ,  " t h i s  

k i n d  of job, if o n e  d o e s  no t  . . . c o m p e n s a t e  s o m e t i m e s  for

it" (CH 133) He w a s  r e f e r r i n g  to s o m e  o c c a s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

g i v e n  to t h o s e  w h o  h a d  f a l l e n  into d i s g r a c e  w i t h  the l o c a l 

p o l i c e .  C h p i l e v s k y  has n e v e r  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  his d e b a s i n g  

p o s i t i o n  b e c a u s e  he n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  the b l e s s i n g s  of the 

g r a c e  that is r e v e a l e d  s o m e t i m e s  t h r o u g h  an act of d e v o t i o n  

or s a c r i f i c e .  Not h a v i n g  l e a r n e d  h o w  to g i v e ,  he o n l y  

r e a c h e s  his h a n d  to g r a s p ;  "he p l u n g e s  int o  s a d i s m , "  as 

the a l m o s t  s a i n t l y  K a t o w  w o u l d  say.

M a n  * s F a t e  is a f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the m a i n  

o u t l i n e  of T . c C o n q u e r o r s , aa w e l l  as of the a l i g n m e n t  of 

its m a i n  c h a r a c t e r s .  Th e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  a d y i n g  

w o r l d  a n d  a n e w  o n e  w h i c h  is s t r u g g l i n g  to be b o r n  is t h e r e ;  

in M a n  * s Fate it is m o r e  p r e c i s e  as it is m o r e  l o c a l i z e d ,  

a l t h o u g h  not less u n i v e r s a l .  T h e r e  is the p r e s e n c e  of 

d e c a d e n t  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  a l t h o u g h  this t ime t h r o u g h  a p r o x y - -  

K u o m i n t a n g - - a n d  t h e r e  is the p r e s e n c e  of that o t h e r  n e w  

i m p e r i a l i s m  of M o s c o w ,  a l t h o u g h  s t i l l  v e s t e d  w i t h  the



123

p r e r e q u i s i t e s  of h o p e .  T h e r e  is a g o v e r n m e n t  s t i l l  in 

p o w e r ,  w i t h  an e f f i c i e n t  p o l i c e  and a s o l i d  b a c k i n g  f r o m  

the a d v a n c e d  t r o o p s  of T c h a n g  K a i  Shek, a n d  t h e r e  is a 

C o m m u n i s t - o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p  t r y i n g  to o v e r t h r o w  the e x i s t i n g  

p o w e r  an d  r e v o l u t i o n i z e  the l i f e  of the c o u n t r y .  T h e r e  

are E u r o p e a n  e x p e r t s  a d v i s i n g  a n d  a s s i s t i n g  the " G o v e r n ­

m e n t  ," an d  t h e r e  are S o v i e t  e x p e r t s  a d v i s i n g  and a s s i s t i n g  

the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  B o t h  " G o v e r n m e n t "  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

g r o u p s  are s t i l l  d e p e n d e n t  on the o u t s i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  and 

l e a d e r s h i p ,  as b o t h  h a v e  lost t h e i r  f r e e d o m  of a c t i o n  and 

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to d e c i d e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .

T h e r e  is a d e f i n i t e  p a t t e r n  in the p r i n c i p l e  and 

the n a t u r e  of the h e l p  r e c e i v e d .  Th e  " G o v e r n m e n t "  r e c e i v e s  

c a p i t a l ,  w e a p o n s  and a m m u n i t i o n ,  e x p e r t s  and o r g a n i z e r s ;  

in e x c h a n g e ,  it g i v e s  c o n c e s s i o n s ,  as w e l l  as p o l i t i c a l  and 

e c o n o m i c  c o n t r o l  of the c o u n t r y .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  

e m b r a c e  an i d e o l o g y ,  l e a r n  i n s u r r e c t i o n a l  t e c h n i q u e s ,  a c ­

cept a s s i s t a n c e  an d  " a d v i s e r s , "  an d  in e x c h a n g e ,  they g i v e  

the p r o m i s e  of w o r k i n g  for a p r o l e t a r i a n  s t a t e  in an i n ­

t e r n a t i o n a l  s p i r i t .  A n y  d e v i a t i o n  f rom the p r o m i s e  of 

e x c h a n g e  r i s k s  u n d e r m i n i n g  the o u t s i d e  h e l p  and t h e r e f o r e  

the l o c a l  c h a n c e s  of v i c t o r y .  An y  i n d i v i d u a l  d e v i a t i o n  

f r o m  the g e n e r a l  set of g r o u p  p r i o r i t i e s  is a p e r s o n a l  

t r a g e d y ,  s i n c e  the i n d i v i d u a l  is e x c l u d e d  f r o m  the c o m ­

m u n i t y  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  lost.
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It Is a l l  c l e a r  In T h e  C o n q u e r o r s  and in M a n  * 8 

Fat e  t h a t  t h e r e  is a s t r i v i n g  for g r e a t n e s s  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  

of j o i n i n g  the s u f f e r i n g  s o u l s  s t r u g g l i n g  to be free, as 

all e v i d e n t  is the f r a i l t y  of that g r e a t n e s s  w h i c h  d e p e n d s  

on f o r c e s  w h i c h  do not r e a l l y  c are for it. It is o b v i o u s  

that t h e r e  is an i n s p i r i n g  s u r g e  of p e o p l e ' s  h o p e s  for 

b e t t e r  l i v e s ,  as is m a n i f e s t  the d e g r a d i n g  c o u r s e  that 

e v e n t s  t a k e  u n d e r  the p r e s s u r e  of r e a l i t i e s '  e x i g e n c i e s .  

A n d  f i n a l l y ,  it is e v i d e n t  that no m a t t e r  the f r e q u e n c y  or 

the i n t e n s i t y  of d e f e a t ,  t h a t  hop e  in m e n  to be free is 

c o n s t a n t l y  r e i n c a r n a t e d  g r a t e r  and a l w a y s  m o r e  p r o m i s i n g .

If the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the " g o v e r n m e n t "  do not 

c h a n g e  v e r y  m u c h  fro m  C a n t o n  to S h a n g h a i ,  the m a i n  r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  f i g u r e s  do. T h i s  c h a n g e  is b a s e d  m a i n l y  on the 

p e r s o n a l i t y  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on the 

i n t e n s i t y  of t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s .  R e v o l u t i o n ,  we hav e  

s e e n  it, does not r e s o l v e  m a n ' s  p r o b l e m s  b e c a u s e  it doe s  

not r e a l l y  c are a b o u t  them. As t h o s e  w h o  are I n v o l v e d  in 

a c t i o n  f i n d  out at the end of t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h a t  

r e a l l y  c o u n t s  for e a c h  is o n e ' s  own d e s t i n y ,  o n e ' s  u n i q u e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  w h i c h  c a n n o t  be c o n f u s e d  w i t h  

t hat of the rest of the w o r l d .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  for the 

S o v i e t  C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  ma n  d o e s  not co u n t .  T h e r e  is 

no r o o m  for a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  life, s i n c e  m a n  is a b s e n t .

W h e n  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s  b e c o m e  p a r a m o u n t  

t h e y  b r i n g  d e f e a t .  G a r i n e  d i s a p p e a r s ,  H o n g  is e x e c u t e d ,
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T c h e n g - D a i  is a s s a s s i n a t e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  B o ; o d i n e  a n d  his 

a s s i s t a n t s  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  m e t i e r .  T c h e n  c o m m i t s  s u i c i d e ;  

Kyo, K a t o w  die a l t h o u g h  t h e y  live in the m e m o r i e s  of the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  B o r o d i n e  and his a s s i s t a n t s  s u r ­

v i v e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  to w o r k  n o w  in A s i a ,  and l a t e r  on t h r o u g h  

K a s s n e r ,  P r a d a s  a n d  E n r i q u e  in E u r o p e .  M a l r a u x  h i m s e l f  

w r o t e ,  "It is not d i f f i c u l t  to see w h e r e  the m y t h  of M a n 's 

Fa te r e s i d e s ;  it is the v u l n e r a b i l i t y  of g r e a t n e s s  and the

d e g r a d a t i o n  of the g r e a t  f o r m s  of p e o p l e ' s  h o p e s ,  w h i c h  are
84c o n s t a n t l y  r e b o r n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  i n c a r n a t i o n . "

A g a i n s t  this b a c k g r o u n d  of v i o l e n c e ,  t h e r e  are 

t h o s e  w h o  q u e s t i o n  the w i s d o m  of the w h o l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

a c t i o n ;  they ar e  I m m e r s e d  in t h i n k i n g ,  as t hey c o n s i d e r  i n ­

t e l l e c t  to be s u p e r i o r  to a c t i o n .  C o l l e c t i v e  v a l u e s  c a n n o t  

r e p l a c e  the i n d i v i d u a l  o n e s ,  they c l a i m ,  as t hey put the 

c e n t e r  of m a n ' s  p r o b l e m s  not in the o u t s i d e  w o r l d  but i n ­

s i d e  m a n  h i m s e l f ;  it is ma n  and his c o n d i t i o n  that is t h e i r  

m a i n  c o n c e r n .

A n d  f i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  are the m a s s e s ;  on e  m i g h t  say 

of them, last an d  l e a s t  of all. T h e r e  is a m a r k e d  a b s e n c e  

of c o n s c i o u s  A s i a n  m a s s e s  in M a l r a u x ' s  f i r s t  two n o v e l s .

Th e  f l a t - f a c e d  s p e c t a t o r s  are not his k i n d  of p e o p l e .

T h e y  are g i v e n  to us as c r e a t u r e s  w h o s e  u n i q u e  c o n c e r n  is 

to a s s u r e  som e  a l i m o n y ,  a n d  w h o s e  m o r a l  d e c a y  is so c o m ­

p l e t e  t h a t  it l e a v e s  no r o o m  e v e n  for hate. T h e y  a r e  the 

m l s e r a b l e s , the w a l l e d - i n  l i v e s  w h o s e  e x i s t e n c e  s e e m s  to
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h a v e  no m e a n i n g .  Th e  m a s s e s  of A s i a  are g i v e n  as a c o u n ­

t e r p o i n t  to the e x a l t i n g  m o m e n t s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  life. 

T h e y  are, f r o m  the i d e o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  of v i e w ,  a n t i ­

r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  an d  t h e r e f o r e  r e a c t i o n a r y ,  a b l a s p h e m o u s  

a t t i t u d e  for a M a r x i s t .  H e n c e ,  the s t r o n g  c r i t i c i s m  that 

T r o t s k y  a d d r e s s e d  to M a l r a u x .  T h e y  a r e  faces w i t h o u t  e x ­

p r e s s i o n ,  f e a r f u l  c r e a t u r e s  w i t h  h u m a n  e m o t i o n s ,  those 

w i t h  c u r b e d  b a c k s  w h o  for t h o u s a n d s  of y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  at 

the s e r v i c e  of an o r d e r  that h a d  d e n i e d  t h e m  a m e a n i n g f u l  

e x i s t e n c e .  T h e y  r e s e m b l e  the m a s s i v e ,  m o t i o n l e s s  b l o c k  of 

a s l e e p i n g  gi a n t .  Tha t  is the d o u g h  of the r e v o l u t i o n ,  

s h a p e l e s s  a n d  r o t t i n g  on a s t e r i l e  g r o u n d .  Tha t  is c o n ­

t e m p l a t i v e  A s i a ,  the d o r m a n t  b o d y  w a i t i n g  for the E u r o p e a n  

p o i s o n  of a c t i o n ,  c o u r a g e ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n .

C . The E u r o p e a n  at H o m e

1. The h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g . In J a n u a r y ,  1926, M a l r a u x  

r e t u r n e d  to F r a n c e .  T h e  " I n d o c h i n a  a d v e n t u r e "  wa s  over. 

Six m o n t h s  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n ,  he p u b l i s h e d  The T e m p t a t i o n  

of the We s t (1927 ) as he c o n t i n u e d  to w o r k  on The C o n ­

q u e r o r s  , his first n o v e l ,  w h i c h  wa s  to be p u b l i s h e d  in 

1928. W h i l e  he wa s  w o r k i n g  on The C o n q u e r o r s , he w a s  

t e m p t e d  to r e s u m e  and c o m p l e t e  a w o r k  of his e a r l y  y o u t h ,  

i n t e r r u p t e d  s i n c e  1921, T h e  ' F a r f e l u *  K i n g d o m . T his w o r k ,  

w i t h  a " f a r f e l u "  c o n t e n t  a n d  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  to Th e  

C o n q u e r o r s , m a y  be i n t e r p r e t e d  as the w r i t e r ' s  n e e d  to
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c o n q u e r  t h r o u g h  the I m a g i n a r y  w h a t  the real w o r l d  had 

d e n i e d  him.

B e t w e e n  1 9 2 8  an d  193 0  M a l r a u x  m a d e  two t r i p s  that 

t o o k  h i m  t h r o u g h  the S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  P e r s i a  an d  A f g h a n i s t a n .  

U p o n  his r e t u r n ,  he p u b l i s h e d  his s e c o n d  n o v e l ,  The R o y a l  

W a y  (1930), the h a l f - t r u e ,  ha 1 f - f i c t i o n a l i z e d  " p u r e "  a d ­

v e n t u r e  of an a d v e n t u r e r  _Tn e x t r e m i s . In 1 9 3 1 ,  s t i l l  

g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in A s i a n  art, M a l r a u x  and his wife, 

Cla r a ,  m a d e  a n o t h e r  v i s i t  to A f g h a n i s t a n  and P e r s i a ,  t r a v ­

e l l e d  t h r o u g h  I n d i a  a n d  C h i n a — w h e r e  he ha d  a f i r s t - h a n d  

v i e w  of the p o r t  a n d  the c i t y  of S h a n g h a i — a n d  r e t u r n e d  to 

F r a n c e  v i a  the U n i t e d  Stat e s .  In 1932, he s e t t l e d  dow n  to 

w r i t e  his t h i r d  n o v e l ,  M a n 1s F a t e , p u b l i s h e d  one y e a r  

later. D u r i n g  that s a m e  y e a r  he k n e w  the j o y  of p a r e n t ­

h o o d  w i t h  the b i r t h  of a d a u g h t e r ;  but he w a s  n e v e r  tied to 

f a m i l y  l i f e ,  as he h a d  d e c i d e d  to r e m a i n  free for a d v e n -  

t u r o u s  ac t i o n .

W i t h  his On a E u r o p e a n  Y o u t h  (1927), M a l r a u x  had 

f o u n d  no c e r t a i n t i e s  an d  h a d  o f f e r e d  no h o p e s  for man ,  the 

E u r o p e a n  m a n  in p a r t i c u l a r .  At best, for M a l r a u x  e v e r y ­

t h i n g  wa s  t e m p o r a r y ,  as t e m p o r a r y  w e r e  the a n s w e r s  g i v e n  

to his h a r d  q u e s t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  If the p e r s u a s i v e  s e n s e  

of f a t a l i s m  that h a d  c o v e r e d  E u r o p e  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I h a d  

c o n v i n c e d  so m a n y  p e o p l e  of the e v e r p r e s e n t  e v i l ,  d a n g e r ,  

an d  d e a t h  as the sol e  m a s t e r s  of the w o r l d ,  M a l r a u x  felt 

that life w a s  a l s o ,  ". . . [with] all that p r o m i s e d  of
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Joy, b r o t h e r h o o d ,  all m a n ’s d e e d s  c o n c u r r i n g  w i t h  a h e a v e n  

a g a i n s t  w h i c h  the p o w e r s  of h e l l  w o u l d  n o t  be abl e  to 

p r e v a i l . " ̂

It w a s  t hat p e r i o d  of life w h e n  y o u n g s t e r s  r e s o l v e  

to f o r g e  for t h e m s e l v e s  s o m e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  and d i r e c t i o n s .

In t h o s e  c r u c i a l  m o m e n t s ,  w h e n  the n e e d  for a c h o i c e  b e c a m e  

p a r a m o u n t ,  M a l r a u x - - w h o  h a d  k n o w n  b o t h  h u m i l i a t i o n  a n d  c o m ­

r a d e s h i p —  d e c i d e d  to opt for an act of r e v o l t ,  a n d  a f i d e l ­

ity to " m a n "  a v a l u e  he h a d  k n o w n  t h r o u g h  his p e r s o n a l  e x ­

p e r i e n c e  in I n d o c h i n a .  It w a s  a h a r d  r o a d  to f o l l o w  

s o f t e n e d  by a n o t e  of i n s p i r i n g  h ope, a f e e l i n g  that t u r n e d  

out to be a d v e n t u r e - 1 ike a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  at the s a m e

time. In J e a n  P r e v o s t ' s  w o r d s ,  " d a n g e r  h a r d e n s  the h e a r t ;
8 7[one] s e e m s  a b l e  e v e n  to r e l a x . "

T h e  h a r d  r oad of h i s t o r y  o f f e r e d  i n n u m e r a b l e  o b ­

s t a c l e s ,  as the c o n c e p t u a l  m a n ’ s t r a g i c  fate wa s  no w  e m ­

b o d i e d  by m a n  an d  the d i f f e r e n t  forms of his o p p r e s s i o n ;  

a n d  m a n ’s s t r u g g l e  h a d  n o w  to be d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  e l i m i n ­

a t i n g  or at l e a s t  a l l e v i a t i n g ,  that o p p r e s s i o n .

A f t e r  H i t l e r ' s  e l e c t o r a l  v i c t o r y  in G e r m a n y  ( J a n ­

uary, 193 3 ) ,  the s i t u a t i o n  for the o p p o s 1 1 i o n - - a n d  e s p e c ­

i a l l y  for the G e r m a n  C o m m u n i s t s - -be came d e s p e r a t e .  M a l ­

r a u x  b e g a n  his c o n t a c t s  w i t h  this m o r a l  f o r c e  s t r u g g l i n g  

to s u r v i v e ,  w e l c o m e d  the p e r s e c u t e d ,  a n d  a s s i s t e d  them.

As he wa s  g e t t i n g  c l o s e r  to t h e m  t h r o u g h  the ties of 

h u m a n  s u f f e r i n g  an d  s o l i d a r i t y ,  he c o n t i n u e d  to loo k  at
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the S o v i e t  U n i o n  w i t h  f a v o r  a n d  as a c i t a d e l  a g a i n s t  

F a s c i s m ,  a l t h o u g h  he did not b e c o m e  a C o m m u n i s t .  At the 

s a m e  time, " w h e n  the F r e n c h  C o m m u n i s t s  and the F r e n c h  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w e r e  c o m i n g  to feel a c o m m o n  f e a r  an d  h a t r e d  

of G e r m a n  F a s c i s m ,  not o n l y  the F r e n c h  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  

bu t  M o s c o w  as w e l l ,  b e g a n  an i n t e n s i v e  o p e n  h o u s e  p e r i o d
Q Q

of h o s p i t a l i t y  for the i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  M a l r a u x  w a s  a m o n g  

the first a n d  the best.

L i k e  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  of W e s t e r n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  he 

d e v e l o p e d  l e f t i s t  l e a n i n g s  and b e l i e v e d  in the f u n d a m e n t a l  

d i g n i t y  of C o m m u n i s m ,  as he t h o u g h t  that the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

w i l l  wa s  the o n l y  f o r m  of p r o t e s t  in t h o s e  days of w r a t h ;  

he t h r e w  h i m s e l f  a g a i n s t  the r i s i n g  tide of a f a l s e  f o r m  

of m a n ' s  h o p e ,  F a s c i s m .

In 1934, he w e n t  w i t h  A n d r e  G i d e ,  to p r e s e n t  a 

p e t i t i o n  to G o e b b e l s  in B e r l i n  in f a v o r  of the C o m m u n i s t  

l e a d e r ,  D m i t r o v ;  s u b s e q u e n t l y  he was e l e c t e d  c o - c h a i r m a n  

of the " W o r l d  L e a g u e  A g a i n s t  F a s c i s m , "  f o u n d e d  a n d  p r e ­

s i d e d  o v e r  the " W o r l d  L e a g u e  A g a i n s t  A n t i - S e m i t i s m , "  

o r g a n i z e d  l e f t i s t  m e e t i n g s ,  s p o k e  in C o n g r e s s e s  for 

W r i t e r s  a n d  A r t i s t s  in P a r i s  (1935), in L o n d o n  (193 6 ) ,  in 

M a d r i d  (1937), a n d  w a s  a m o n g  the f irst to j o i n  the 

S p a n i s h  R e p u b l i c a n  A r m y  (July, 1936), w h e r e  he o r g a n i z e d  

the f i r s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r  s q u a d r o n ,  E s p a n a ■ In 1 9 3 7

he t o u r e d  E u r o p e  an d  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c a m p a i g n i n g  for a
89c a u s e  that he felt d e f e n d e d  u n i v e r s a l  v a l u e s .
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A n d  yet, the I n t e l l e c t u a l  and the a r t i s t  n e v e r  

d i e d  In him. In A u g u s t ,  1934, M a l r a u x  w a s  i n v i t e d  to 

p a r t i c i p a t e  in the h i g h l y  s t r u c t u r e d  " W r i t e r s '  U n i o n "  in 

M o s c o w .  T h e r e ,  r e m a i n i n g  t r u t h f u l  to h i m s e l f ,  he did not 

h e s i t a t e  to d e f e n d  a r t i s t i c  f r e e d o m  a g a i n s t  the o f f i c i a l  

life of " s o c i a l i s t  r e a l i s m "  that c l a i m e d  w r i t e r s '  o b e d i ­

e n c e  to d i r e c t i v e s  f r o m  a b o v e .  He d e c l a r e d ,  "Art is not 

an act of s u b m i s s i o n ,  it is a v i c t o r y .  . . . o v e r  the

e m o t i o n s  a n d  the m e a n s  of e x p r e s s i n g  t h e m  . . .  a v i c t o r y

o v e r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  a l m o s t  a l w a y s ;  and for a r t i s t s ,  o v e r  
,,90logic. . . .

A f t e r  h a v i n g  d a r e d  the o r t h o d o x y  of the C o m m u n i s t  

p a r t y  by d e c l a r i n g  that the " r e j e c t i o n  of the p s y c h o l o g ­

ical, in art, l e a d s  to the m o s t  r i d i c u l o u s  i n d i v i d u a l i s m , "  

M a l r a u x  m a d e  the f o l l o w i n g  d u b i o u s  a p o l o g y  for C o m m u n i s m :  

"You. . . , are b u i l d i n g  h e r e  the c i v i l i z a t i o n  f r o m  w h i c h

the S h a k e s p e a r e s  ar i s e .  Ma y  that n o t  be s t i f l e d  u n d e r  

p h o t o g r a p h s  h o w e v e r  b e a u t i f u l !  i'he w o r l d  e x p e c t s  of you 

n o t  o n l y  the i m a g e  of w h a t  y o u  a c t u a l l y  are, but of w h a t

t r a n s c e n d s  you. S o o n  y o u  w i l l  be a b l e  to g i v e  this to the 
9 1w o r l d .  . . ." S i x  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  w r i t i n g  on the r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  M a r x i s m  an d  S o v i e t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  he s t r e s s e d  

h i s  b e l i e f  that " t h e  c o n c e p t s  of l i t e r a t u r e  as the a p p l i ­

c a t i o n  of a d o c t r i n e  n e v e r  r e p r e s e n t s  a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e

w i t h  r e a l i t y , "  a n d  that " f r e e d o m  . . .  is the l i b e r t y  to
9 2do w h a t  he [the a r t i s t ]  w a n t s  to d o . "  W h i l e  r e j e c t i n g
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F a i t h f u l  to h i s  c r e d o ,  M a l r a u x  w a s  a lso the m o s t  

p o w e r f u l  v o i c e  In o p p o s i n g  a M a n 1 f e s to ( N o v e m b e r ,  1936) 

s i g n e d  by s i x t y - f o u r  I n t e l l e c t u a l s  ( I n c l u d i n g  five a c a d ­

e m i c i a n s )  w h o  s u p p o r t e d  " t h e  c i v i l i z i n g  r o l e "  of F a s c i s t  

I t a l y  i n v a d i n g  E t h i o p i a .  In a " R e j o i n d e r  to the S i x t y  

F our" M a l r a u x  r e j e c t e d  the a r g u m e n t s  of the b e n e f i c i a l  

E u r o p e a n  p r e s e n c e  in b l a c k  A f r i c a ,  the n e c e s s i t y  of the 

W e s t e r n  c o n c e p t  of 1 a w - a n d - o r d e r  and the F a s c i s t  " r i g h t "  

to c o n q u e r  p e o p l e  a n d  land. M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,

T h e  W e s t  d i s c o v e r e d  that the m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  use 
of i n t e l l i g e n c e  w a s  to c o n q u e r ,  n o t  men, but t h i n g s  
. . . No c i v i l i z a t i o n  e v e r  b e g a n  w i t h  the w a r r i o r .
It b e g a n  w h e n  the l e g i s l a t o r  or p r i e s t  set out to 
c i v i l i z e  the w a r r i o r ,  it b e g a n  w h e n  a r g u m e n t  a s ­
s e r t e d  its s u p r e m a c y  o v e r  b r u t e  fact. E v e r y  c i v i ­
l i z a t i o n  i m p l i e s  the a w a r e n e s s  of and r e s p e c t  for 
the o t h e r .95

To the c o m b a t  a g a i n s t  the b r u t e  force, to the p r o m o t i o n  

of that r e s p e c t  for the o t h e r ,  M a l r a u x  d e v o t e d  all his 

time a n d  his e n e r g y .  It w a s  the t h r e a t  of b l i n d  d e s t i n y  

on m a r c h ,  F a s c i s m .  M a l r a u x  w a n t e d  to m a k e  as m a n y  p e o p l e  

as p o s s i b l e  a w a r e  of that f a t a l  d a n g e r .  In a s p e e c h  d e ­

l i v e r e d  in L o n d o n  in J u n e ,  1936, he s a i d  a m o n g  o t h e r  

t h i n g s :

F a t a l i t i e s ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  f a t a l i t i e s  of e v e r y  k i n d  m u s t  be 
c o n c e i v e d  so tha t  t h e n  t hey m a y  be p o s s e s s e d  . . .
It is d a y  by day, a n d  f r o m  t h o u g h t  to t o u g h t  that 
m e n  c r e a t e  the w o r l d  a n e w  . . . R e v o l u t i o n  o f f e r s
t h e m  o n l y  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e i r  d i g n i t y ;  e a c h  
m a n  h a s  the t a s k  of t r a n s f o r m i n g  this p o s s i b i l i t y  
i n t o  a p o s s e s s i o n .  But to that end al l  we 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s — C h r i s t i a n s , l i b e r a l s ,  S o c i a l i s t s ,
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t o t a l l y  the W e s t e r n  I n s t i t u t i o n  as " h y p o c r i t i c a l , "  he 

a c c e p t e d  the n e w  S o v i e t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w i t h  a s o m e w h a t  c o n ­

t r a d i c t o r y  l ine of logic:

, . * The S o v i e t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  is a t o t a l i t a r i a n
one; by w h i c h  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  in w h i c h  
m e n  hav e  a p a r t ,  to w h i c h  they a c c o r d  t h e i r  c o n s c i o u s  
a l l e g i a n c e ,  a n d  in w h i c h  l a b o r  is not the d e a f e n i n g  
p a r t  of life. . . .

He c o n  t inue s :

W i t h i n  the S o v i e t  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  the act of 
f i r s t  an d  c a p i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  is the d i m i n u t i o n  of 
the a r t i s t  as an o b j e c t  of i n t e r e s t  in his own 
eyes. Th e  w o r l d  to h i m  is m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t han  
h i m s e l f ,  for the r e a s o n  that a w o r l d  is t h e r e  to 
d is cov e  r . . . .

A n d  f i n a l l y  ,

. t h a n k s  to the s u p p r e s s i o n  of that i m p o r ­
t a n c e  w h i c h  w a s  f o r m e r l y  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  m o n e y ,  the 
U S S R  is a b l e  to u n c o v e r  the p o s i t i v e  h e r o ,  the o n l y  
true one, a l w a y s  the one w h o  r i s k s  his l i f e  for 
o t h e r  m e n  . . .  I feel, in c o n c l u s i o n ,  that the 
b a s i c  c o n s e q u e n c e  of the S o v i e t  s o c i e t y  is the p o s ­
s i b i l i t y  of c r e a t i n g  a n e w  h u m a n i s m ;  I feel that 
h u m a n i s m  w e l l  ma y  be m a n ' s  f u n d a m e n t a l  a t t i t u d e  
t o w a r d s  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  w h i c h  he r e f u s e d ;  that the 
i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  f r o m  n o w  on is not that w h i c h  d i s ­
t i n g u i s h e s  one m a n  f r o m  a n o t h e r ,  but the d e p t h  of 
hi s  h u m a n i t y  an d  his r e a d i n e s s  to fi g h t ,  not for 
w h a t  s e p a r a t e s  h i m  f r o m  his f e l l o w s  but for that 
w h i c h  e n a b l e s  h i m  to c o m e  to t h e m  on a t e r r a i n  that 
lies b e y o n d  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s .  . . . b e y o n d
all r i d i c u l o u s  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y .  ^

In A p r i l ,  1 935, in the P a r i s i a n  S a l l e  de M u t u a l i t e , 

M a l r a u x ,  o n e  of the o r g a n i z e r s  of the " W r i t e r ' s  C o n g r e s s "  

d e l i v e r e d  a r e p o r t  on the W o r k  of A r t , and, as he did in 

M o s c o w  the p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  he c o n c e n t r a t e d  m a i n l y  on the 

n a t u r e  of art r a t h e r  than on the p r o b l e m s  of the C o m m u n i s t  

m o v e m e n t  by f o c u s i n g  his a t t e n t i o n  on i m m e d i a t e  s o c i a l  and
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p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e m s .  His w a s  a c l e a r  e x a m p l e  of the d i f f i ­

cult d i l e m m a  of m a n y  F r e n c h  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  c a u g h t  b e t w e e n

t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  d e s i r e  to k e e p  a
94c r i t i c a l  m i n d  a n d  p r e s e r v e  an i n n e r  life as w e l l .

A few m o n t h s  l a t e r  a p p e a r e d  T h e  Days of W r a t h  in 

a s e r i a l i z e d  form. W h e n  it r e a p p e a r e d  in a b o o k  form 

( D e c e m b e r ,  193 5 ) ,  M a l r a u x  h a d  a d d e d  a P r e f a c e ■ T h e  w o r l d  

of H i t l e r ,  the w o r l d  of t r a g e d y  t hat w a s  p r e s e n t e d  in The

Days o f W r a t h , M a l r a u x  e x p l a i n s ,  "is the a n c i e n t  w o r l d

s t i l l  . . . [and] it r e d u c e s  i t s e l f  to two c h a r a c t e r s ,

the h e r o  and his s e n s e  of l i f e . "  (TM 3) A f t e r  h a v i n g  

w i s h e d  " t h e  w o r d  Art to m e a n  an a t t e m p t  to give me n  a 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of t h e i r  h i d d e n  g r e a t n e s s , "  M a l r a u x  c a l l s  

the h i s t o r y  of the last f i f t y  y e a r s  in F r e n c h  l i t e r a t u r e  

the " d e a t h - a g o n y  of the b r o t h e r h o o d  of m a n "  d e f i n i n g  it as 

a " f a n a t i c a l  d e s i r e  to be d i f f e r e n t . "  He d e c l a r e d ,  "The 

i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d s  in o p p o s i t i o n  to s o c i e t y ,  but he is 

n o u r i s h e d  by it. A n d  it is far les s  i m p o r t a n t  to k n o w  

w h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  h i m  t h a n  w h a t  n o u r i s h e s  h i m . "  (TM 6 ) 

A f t e r  h a v i n g  p r o f e s s e d  his f a i t h  in C o m m u n i s m  w h i c h  . 

r e s t o r e s  to the i n d i v i d u a l  all the c r e a t i v e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  

of his n a t u r e .  . . ," he c o n c l u d e s :  "It is d i f f i c u l t  to

be a man. But it is not m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  to b e c o m e  one by

e n r i c h i n g  o n e ' s  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  m e n  than by c u l t i v a ­

ti n g  o n e ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s .  . . ." (TM 8 )
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C o m m u n i s t s ,  d e s p i t e  the i d e o l o g i e s  tha t  s e p a r a t e  
u s - - s h o u l d  s e e k  the act s  of w i l l  that m a y  u n i t e  
us. For e v e r y  n o b l e  t h o u g h t ,  e v e r y  w o r k  of art 
is the i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e i n c a r n a t i o n s .
A n d  the h o a r y  w o r l d  can find its s i g n i f i c a n c e  o n l y  
t h r o u g h  the present w i l l  of m e n . 96

It w a s  an a l m o s t  p r o p h e t i c  a p p e a l  to all the

" c i v i l i z e d "  E u r o p e .  One m o n t h  la t e r ,  J u l y  1 7 ,  1 9 3 6 ,  the

S p a n i s h  C i v i l  W a r  b e g a n  and on J u l y  21, M a l r a u x  a n d  his
9 7w i f e  C l a r a  fled to M a d r i d .  It w a s  p r e c i s e l y  the p r e s e n t

w i l l  of m a n  at the s e r v i c e  of a n o b l e  t h o u g h t  that was 

s e e k i n g  the u n i f i c a t i o n  of all, d e s p i t e  the i d e o l o g i e s  

that s e p a r a t e ,  in the p o s s i b i l i t y  that R e v o l u t i o n  was o f ­

f e r i n g  to them, n a m e l y ,  t h e i r  d i g n i t y .  It w a s  a q u e s t i o n  

of t r a n s f o r m i n g  this p o s s i b i l i t y  i n t o  a c o n s c i o u s  p o s s e s ­

sion. M a l r a u x  o f f e r e d  h i m s e l f  as lon g  as that p o s s i b i l i t y  

w a s  a b l e  to i n s p i r e  a hope. It Is t here that he f o u n d  i n ­

t e l l e c t u a l s  w i t h o u t  a c o u n t r y ,  w i t h o u t  r o o t s  of s o c i a l  e n ­

v i r o n m e n t ,  s t r a n g e r s  to all c l a s s e s  w h o  j o i n e d  the C o m m u ­

n i s t s  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  

e x p e r i e n c e  In i n s u r r e c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  they 

w e r e  f u l l y  a w a r e  of the d a n g e r s  i n v o l v e d  o n c e  the t o t a l ­

i t a r i a n  c h a r a c t e r  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d e m a n d s  w e r e  ac- 
98c e p t e d .  J. P. S a r t r e  has r e s u m e d  this c r i t i c a l  p o s i ­

tio n  as f o l l o w s :

T he a d v e n t u r e r  (I w o u l d  p r e f e r  to c a l l  him: 
the m a n  of a c t i o n ) ,  a n d  the m i l i t a n t  are not o p ­
p o s e d  s i m p l y  as two a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p t s .  H ere, we 
h a v e  to do w i t h  l i v i n g  p e o p l e  c o n f r o n t i n g  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  k n o w i n g  a n d  r e k n o w i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ,  s o m e t i m e s  
g e t t i n g  c l o s e  an d  s o m e t i m e s  f i g h t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r . 99
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In the m i d s t  of c o n f u s i o n  a n d  fear, the S p a n i s h  

F a s c i s t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  c a m e  up as s o m e t h i n g  that s h o c k e d  the 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of the r e s t l e s s  m i l l i o n s ,  s e e m e d  to o f f e r  a 

p r o m i s e  for p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n ,  b r o u g h t  b a c k  a m e a n i n g f u l  

l i f e  an d  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n e w  m o r a l  v a l u e  in a w o r l d  s u f f e r ­

ing f r o m  de c a y .  The p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n ,  the r e v o l u t i o n  In 

S p a i n  t o o k  the a s p e c t  of a h i s t o r i c a l  a c t i o n ;  there, 

h i s t o r y  was in the m a k i n g .  L i k e  the g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  in 

C a n t o n  in 1925, the S p a n i s h  d r a m a  c r e a t e d  its a c t o r s  w h o  

w i l l i n g l y  d e c i d e d  to get on the s t a g e  an d  p l a y  t h e i r  h e a r t ­

felt roles. It w a s  a q u e s t i o n  of g i v i n g  m e a n i n g  to t h e i r  

i n n e r  l i v e s  in the m i d s t  of that c h a o t i c  o u t s i d e  w o r l d .

T h a t  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  ha d  w o r l d - w i d e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s ;  A n d r e  

M a l r a u x  w a s  c o r r e c t  in p r e d i c t i n g  that " t h e  g r e a t  b l o o d y  

m a n e u v e r s  of the w o r l d  ha d  b e g u n .  For two y e a r s  F r a n c e  

h a d  b a c k e d  d o w n  "in f ront of the c o n s t a n t  t h r e a t  of the 

w a r  that H i t l e r  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n ,  t e c h n i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

u n a b l e  to s t a r t . "  (E 111)

On J u l y  17, 1936, two h u n d r e d  S p a n i s h  g e n e r a l s  r e ­

c e i v e d  the o r d e r  to r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  the l e g a l  C e n t r a l  G o v ­

e r n m e n t  d u l y  e l e c t e d  by the S p a n i s h  p e o p l e .  O n e  h u n d r e d  

e i g h t y - f i v e  of t h e m  o b e y e d .  In S p a i n ,  w h e r e  h a l f  of the 

t w e n t y - f o u r  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  i l l i t e r a t e  a n d  m o r e  

than h a l f  w e r e  r e a l l y  p o o r ,  l a n d l e s s  p e a s a n t s  an d  j o b l e s s

cit y  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  wa r  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o o k  a s o c i a l  c h a r a c -  
100ter.
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W h a t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a l o v e  for S p a i n  a m o n g  the 

c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  e n d e d  In t h e i r  a b s o r p t i o n  I n t o  the 

r a n k s  of the F a s c i s t  P h a l a n g e s ;  w h a t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a love 

for the p r o l e t a r i a t  and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  a m o n g  the R e p u b ­

l i c a n s  e n d e d  in t h e i r  a b s o r p t i o n  i n t o  the r a n k s  of the 

C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B r i g a d e s .  T h e r e  

w a s  no m o r e  r o o m  left for " t h e  l y r i c a l  i l l u s i o n , "  

chi v a l r y ,  or i n d i v i d u a l  f i g h t i n g  v a l u e s .  " T h e  a g e  of the 

P a r t i e s "  ha d  b e g u n  w i t h  its u n a v o i d a b l e  o r thodoxy, i ron 

d i s c i p l i n e ,  f o r c e f u l  r e c r u i t i n g  a n d  s u p p r e s s i o n  of i n d i ­

v i d u a l s .  The r e s u l t s  w e r e  the m a s s a c r e s  that the f a n a t ­

i c a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  w a r  b r o u g h t  w i t h  d e a t h ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and 

i m m e n s e  s u f f e r i n g .  A g a i n s t  this b a c k g r o u n d  o n e  can g r a s p  

the w h o l e  m e a n i n g  of the final p l e a  of the S p a n i s h  P r e s i ­

dent A z a n a .

2. T h e  C a p t i v e  A c t i v i s t . W h e n  G a r i n e  left C a n t o n  as 

a s i c k  m a n  he felt that he h a d  n o t h i n g  to do in E u r o p e ,  

w h e r e  he w o u l d  be f o r c e d  to s e t t l e  to som e  j a n i t o r ' s  job. 

W h e n  P e r k e n  left E u r o p e  as a h e i m a t l o s , he felt as if he 

w e r e  e s c a p i n g  f r o m  p r i s o n .  W h e n  F e r r a l  f a i l e d  in S h a n g h a i ,  

C l a p p i q u e  sa w  h i m  b o a r d i n g  the s h i p  for F r a n c e  and t h o u g h t ,  

" N o w  E u r o p e !  W i t h  e v e r y  s o u n d  of the b e l l  it s e e m e d  to 

h i m  that she [Europe] w a s  c o m i n g  c l o s e r  an d  c l o s e r ,  not 

as a s y m b o l  of d e l i v e r a n c e ,  but r a t h e r  i m p r i s o n m e n t . "

(CH 2 A 0)
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T h e  n e x t  m a j o r  w o r k  of M a l r a u x ,  The Day s  of W r a t h
102(1935) Is a s h o r t  n o v e l  an d  it is, i n d e e d ,  b a s e d  on 

life in a real p r i s o n .  In t h o s e  d a y s  of s c o r n ,  C e n t r a l  

E u r o p e  w a s  a k i n d  of p r i s o n  a n d  C l a p p i q u e ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  

p r o v e d  to be c o r r e c t .

T w i c e  i m p r i s o n e d  in h i s  ow n  w o r l d ,  that of d e s ­

tiny a n d  t h a t  of E u r o p e ,  the E u r o p e a n  a c t i v i s t  f a c e d  a 

n e w  s i t u a t i o n .  It w a s  no l o n g e r  a q u e s t i o n  of I n f u s i n g  

the E u r o p e a n  v i r u s  of c o u r a g e  i n t o  a s l e e p y  g i a n t ,  not 

m a k i n g  a w o r l d  of t e r m i t e s  a w a r e  of s u c h  t h i n g s  as the 

u n i q u e n e s s  of lif e  and the i m p o r t a n c e  of death. Now, for 

the E u r o p e a n ,  it wa s  a q u e s t i o n  of m e r e  s u r v i v a l  in o n e ' s  

ow n  land. In a s e n s e ,  it wa s  a s i m p l e r  s i t u a t i o n  than 

the one in Ch i n a ,  less m e t a p h y s i c a l ,  j u s t  as m o r a l ,  an d  

e s p e c i a l l y  m o r e  c o n c r e t e ,  b e c a u s e  it w a s  c o m p o u n d e d  of a 

c l a s s  of t h i n g s  b e l o n g i n g  to a c t u a l  e v e n t s ,  of s p e c i f i c  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  and of i m m e d i a t e  e x p e r i e n c e s .  In the N a z i  

p r i s o n s  of G e r m a n y  and in the t o w n s  and s i e r r a s  of S p a i n ,  

the E u r o p e a n  f o u g h t  for his f e l l o w  E u r o p e a n ,  an d  d e f e n d e d  

j u s t i c e  a n d  l e g a l i t y  as an act of f a i t h  in a m y s t e r i o u s  

f r a t e r n i t y  a g a i n s t  the t o r t u r e r  (a l e f t o v e r  of the d i s i n ­

t e g r a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  of the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ) ,  w h o  

h u n g  on to his d e c l i n i n g  w o r l d  w i t h  his p a w s .  It w a s  a 

d e s p e r a t e  a n d  g r a v e  o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  h u m a n i t y  that one 

h o p e d  to c o p e  s o l e l y  t h r o u g h  " m a n ' s  f e l l o w s h i p . "  " Y o u  

my c o m r a d e s , "  a p p e a l s  the p r i s o n e r  K a s s n e r ,  " w h o  are
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b u r l e d  a l i v e ,  my R u s s i a n  f e l l o w s  w i t h  y o u r  eye s  g o u g e d  

out, my G e r m a n  f r i e n d s  a r o u n d  me w i t h  y o u r  ropes, y o u  in 

the n e x t  c e l l  w h o  h a v e  p e r h a p s  b e e n  b e a t e n  to d e a t h ,  the 

t h i n g  t h a t  I c all l o v e  is w h a t  b i n d s  us t o g e t h e r . "  (TM 98) 

T r a g e d y  a b o u n d s  an d  the t h r e a t  of d e a t h  h a n g s  o v e r  e v e r y ­

b o d y ' s  head. T h e r e  is c r u e l t y  an d  h u m i l i a t i o n  in p r o f u ­

sion, y e t  t h e r e  are m e n  w i t h  faith in m a n  w h o  h o p e  that

. . at l e a s t ,  if we are v i c t o r i o u s  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  f i n a l l y

f in d  his o w n  m e a n i n g  in l i f e . "  (TM 98)

It is not a c c i d e n t a l  that M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s i t u a t i o n  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  C h i n a  to E u r o p e  t h r o u g h  

K a s s n e r .  The C o m m u n i s t  m i l i t a n t  w a s  a d e l e g a t e  of the 

K o m i n t e r n  to C h i n a  a n d  M o n g o l i a .  He is an i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  

a w r i t e r  and the f i r s t  E u r o p e a n  c h a r a c t e r  in M a l r a u x ' s  

w r i t i n g s  w h o s e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  his i n n e r  m o r a l  i n c l i n a ­

tions and i d e o l o g i c a l  t e a c h i n g s  b e c o m e s  p r o m i n e n t .  K a s s -  

n e r ' s  c o n f l i c t  m a k e s  h i m  the p r e d e c e s s o r  of the m a n y  torn 

a n d  t o r t u r e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  of E u r o p e  an d  e s p e c i a l l y  

of the S p a n i s h  C i v i l  War. M a l r a u x  w r i t e s :  " S e v e r a l  t i m e s

a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  p r i s o n e r ,  K a s s n e r  h a d  told h i m s e l f  that if 

they h a d  a c t u a l l y  u s e d  v i o l e n c e  they m i g h t  h a v e  w o n  o v e r  

that m a j o r i t y  of w o r k e r s  w h i c h  t hey n e e d e d ;  but, he wa s  

k e e n l y  a w a r e  of the r o m a n t i c  s t r e a k  in his ow n  m a k e - u p  

and w a s  on g u a r d  a g a i n s t  it. A p h r a s e  of L e n i n ' s  o b ­

s e s s e d  him: 'You c a n n o t  w i n  w i t h  the v a n g u a r d  a l o n e ! ' "

(TM 25)
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A C o m m u n i s t  a c t i v i s t ,  K a s s n e r  doe s  not h ave e i t h e r  

the w i l d  s e l f i s h n e s s  of G a r i n e ,  or the c a l l o u s  i n d i f f e r ­

e n c e  of the K o m i n t e r n ' s  b u r e a u c r a t s .  T i e d  to the c a u s e  

th a t  he s e r v e s  w e l l ,  he is c o n s c i o u s l y  d i s c i p l i n e d  w i t h o u t  

l o s i n g  hi s  h u m a n e n e s s ;  he is v e r y  m u c h  a c h a r a c t e r  d r a w n  

f r o m  real 1 1 fe .

A n s w e r i n g  L e o n  T r o t s k y ' s  c h a r g e s  that the c h a r a c ­

ters of T h e  C o n q u e r o r s  w e r e  s y m b o l s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  t a k e n

out of time, M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,  "My d e f e n s e  is to put t h e m  
103b a c k . "  T h a t  is to say, w i t h i n  the time in w h i c h  the y

11 v e .

K a s s n e r  is the f a i t h f u l  e x a m p l e  of the C o m m u n i s t  

h e r o  of his time. He has c o m m i t t e d  h i m s e l f  to an a c t i o n  

w h i c h  not o n l y  h e l p s  h i m  e s c a p e  h i s  s o l i t u d e ,  but also 

a l l o w s  h i m  j o y f u l l y  to j o i n  his f e l l o w  m e n  in c h a l l e n g i n g  

the s u f f e r i n g  t h r o w n  upo n  t h e m  by d e s t i n y .  If K a s s n e r  

s h a r e s  w i t h  the o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  of The C o n q u e r o r s  

a n d  M a n  * s F a t e  the f e e l i n g  of f a t a l i t y ,  s o m e t h i n g  like 

b e i n g  I m p e l l e d  by a b l i n d  p o w e r ,  he d o e s  not c o m m i t  h i m ­

se l f  to the a v e n u e  of the R e v o l u t i o n  as an i n d i v i d u a l  for 

w h o m  the act w h i c h  is c o m m i t t i n g  is a s t r u g g l e  of h i s ­

t o r i c a l  i n e v i t a b i l i t y .

A n d  yet, that h i s t o r i c a l  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of K a s s -  

n e r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  is not any less e m p h a t i c  on the 

u n i v e r s a l i t y  and t i m e l i n e s s  of m a n ' s  c o n c e r n ,  a f o c u s i n g  

on t hose a c h i e v e m e n t s  of m a n  that t r a n s c e n d  t ime and
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p l a c e .  As N a z i  G e r m a n y  w a s  a k i n d  of s y m b o l  of the life 

of us all, i m p r i s o n e d  and t o r t u r e d  In the m o d e r n  p o l i t i c a l  

s y s t e m s ,  so too, the I m p r i s o n e d  K a s s n e r  is the s y m b o l  of 

that P r o m e t h e a n  s t r u g g l e  for m a n ' s  f r e e d o m  and d i g n i t y .  

A s i d e  f r o m  the p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t  of the C o m m u n i s t  h e r o  

K a s s n e r — one m i g h t  s a y  tha t  the C o m m u n i s t s  h a v e  not ha d  the 

m o n o p o l y  of h e r o i s m ,  an d  W o r l d  W a r  II has p r o v i d e d  us 

p r o f u s e l y  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  examples--one c a n n o t  h e l p  a d m i r e  

in h i m  the n o b i l i t y  of his h u m a n i t y ;  a s i n g l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s e e m s  to c a r r y  on his s h o u l d e r s  the h e a v y  b u r d e n  of a 

w h o l e  h u m a n  t r a g e d y .  As we r e a d  line a f t e r  l i n e  a b o u t  the 

m e n t a l  t o r t u r e  of the p r i s o n e r ,  we d i s c o v e r  his t h o u g h t s ,  

his f e e l i n g s ,  h i s  w i s h e s ;  we feel his d e e p  h u m a n i t y  i n v a d e  

us l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  as p a r t  of us as the e x p r e s s i o n  of 

w h a t  m a k e s  us p r o u d  of b e i n g  h u m a n ,  as the i m a g e  of the n e w  

man. "It is d i f f i c u l t  to be a man "  M a l r a u x  w r o t e ,  "but 

it is no t  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  to b e c o m e  one by e n r i c h i n g  o n e ' s  

f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  the o t h e r ,  t h a n  by c u l t i v a t i n g  o n e ' s 

i n d i v i d u a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s . "  (TM 8 )

T h e  l a c k  of that c o m p e l l i n g  n e e d  to be d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  o t h e r s ,  the f e e l i n g  of l o v e  that p e r v a d e s  all his 

t h o u g h t s ,  m a k e s  of K a s s n e r  a n e w  roan, a " t r u e  p e r s o n "  

free f r o m  the b o u r g e o i s  " h y p o c r i t i c a l "  a t t i t u d e s .  W a l d o  

F r a n k  r i g h t l y  u s e s  the w i s d o m  of the o l d  s e e m i n g  p a r a d o x  

w h e n  he d e s c r i b e s  that k i n d  of love: "He that l o v e t h

his lif e  s h a l l  l o s e  it, a n d  he that l o s e t h  his lif e  s h a l l
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f i n d  I t . "  (TM, F o r w a r d ,  XVI) A n d  that is w h a t  " m a k e s  m e n  

h u m a n ,  . . . e n a b l e s  h i m  to s u r p a s s  h i m s e l f ,  to c r e a t e ,

i n v e n t  or r e a l i z e  h i m s e l f , "  add s  M a l r a u x .  (TM 8 ) T h e  n e w  

m a n  K a s s n e r  i n t e n d s  to n o u r i s h  h i m s e l f  f r o m  s o c i e t y .  As 

an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of a n e w  c o m m u n i t y - - t h e  S o v i e t  s y s t e m - -  

K a s s n e r  " i d e n t i f i e s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  the s o c i a l  o r d e r  w h i c h  is 

s t r u g g l i n g  to be b o r n , "  (TM 6 ) a n d  t h e r e f o r e  his e x p r e s ­

s i o n  t a k e s  a h e r o i c  c h a r a c t e r .

As he c o n f r o n t s  the s q u a r e - h e a d e d  and h e a v y  j a w e d  

N a z i  g u a r d ,  the l o n g  e q u i n e  f a c e d  K a s s n e r  r e a l i z e s  that 

h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  his s e n s i t i v e  m i n d  are of 

l i t t l e  use in this u n e q u a l  fight. T h e  a c t i v i s t  " s e e k s  

r e f u g e  in c o m p l e t e  p a s s i v i t y ,  in the i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 

s l e e p  an d  m a d n e s s , "  (TM 28) that is, in e n t e r i n g  the u n ­

c o n s c i o u s  w o r l d ,  in s t a y i n g  th e r e ,  l y i n g  d o r m a n t ,  v e g e t a ­

ting, a n d  w a i t i n g .  T h a t ' s  all. Wait! L i k e  K y o  in the 

l a r g e  C h i n e s e  p r i s o n  a m o n g  the c o n d e m n e d  to die a n d  h e l p ­

l e s s l y  I s o l a t e d  f r o m  the o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  K a s s n e r  w a s  l i v ­

i n g  in a s t a t e  of a t u p o r ,  of s u s p e n d e d  a n i m a t i o n  "like a 

f a c e  in the v e r y  h e a r t  of d a r k n e s s . "  (TM 36)

F a m i l i a r  w i t h  the s i t u a t i o n s  tha t  c o n f r o n t  d a n ­

gers, bu t  u n p r e p a r e d  to c o n f r o n t  t e r r o r  a n d  t o r t u r e - - 1 ike 

all c o u r a g e o u s  p e o p l e  are, all t h o s e  w h o  take w e l l  the i n ­

t e n s i t y  of the m o m e n t ,  b u t  a r e  i l l - p r e p a r e d  to r e s i s t  the 

c o n s t a n t  p r e s s u r e  of the d u r a t i o n  in t i m e - - K a s s n e r  f a l l s  

i n t o  a v i s i o n a r y  s t a t e  of m i n d  tha t  k e e p s  h i m  " i d l y
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a c t i v e ,  t h i n k i n g  w i t h o u t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of this t h o u g h t . "

(TM 33) The p e r c e p t i o n  of the o b j e c t s  w i t h o u t  any r e a l i t y ,  

the s e n s a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a n y  e x t e r n a l  c a u s e ,  the w a n d e r i n g  

of the m i n d  as if in a dr e a m ,  l i k e  the h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  of 

P e r k e n  a n d  G a r i n e  in t h e i r  m o m e n t s  of h i g h  fe v e r ,  ", , 

the v u l t u r e  shut up w i t h  h i m  in his c a g e  . . . t e a r i n g  off

p i e c e s  of his fl e s h .  . . ." (TM 44) w a s  b r i n g i n g  h i m  to

the b r e a k i n g  p o i n t ,  w h e n  a l l  of a s u d d e n  s o m e t h i n g  h u m a n  

b e g a n  to c o m e  up f r o m  i n s i d e - - m u s i c !

O n e  day the u n e x p e c t e d  h a p p e n e d .  A s e r i e s  of 

k n o c k s  in a d e f i n i t e  p a t t e r n  c a m e  f r o m  a n o t h e r  c ell; the 

o t h e r  p r i s o n e r  w a s  t r y i n g  to say s o m e t h i n g ,  to e x t e n d  h i m ­

s e l f  b e y o n d  the w a l l s  of his c ell, to o v e r c o m e  his s o l i ­

tude, to a p p r o a c h  a h u m a n  soul. K a s s n e r  a n s w e r e d  b a c k  w i t h  

two k n o c k s .  Th e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  he did 

no t  feel t o t a l l y  a l o n e  a n y m o r e ;  s o m e o n e  e l s e  like him, wa s  

t r y i n g  to free h i m s e l f  and his c o m p a n i o n  f r o m  n o t h i n g n e s s ,  

to s a v e  t h e m  b o t h  f r o m  m a d n e s s .  W h e n  he f i n a l l y  s u c c e e d ­

ed in d e c o d i n g  the m e s s a g e ,  K a s s n e r  r e a l i z e d  that the 

o t h e r  c a l l e d  h i m  " C o m r a d e "  and he felt r e b o r n ;  b e y o n d  the 

i ro n  c i r c l e  of the i r o n  g u a r d s  he ha d  J o i n e d  the r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i t y .  M a l r a u x  p o i n t s  out, "No h u m a n  s p e e c h  

w e n t  so d e e p l y  as c r u e l t y .  But m a n ' s  f e l l o w s h i p  c o u l d  

cope w i t h  it, c o u l d  go i n t o  the v e r y  b l o o d - s t r e a m , to the 

f o r b i d d e n  p l a c e s  of the h e a r t  w h e r e  t o r t u r e  a n d  d e a t h  

ar e  l u r k i n g . "  (TM 155)



143

A l l  h i s  t i m e  in the c e l l ,  K a s s n e r  h a d  t h o u g h t  of 

h i s  c o m r a d e s  a l l  o v e r  E u r o p e  m e e t i n g  in l a r g e  m a n i f e s t a ­

tions of s o l i d a r i t y  to k e e p  t h e i r  c o m r a d e s ,  who, like 

h i m  w e r e  s u f f e r i n g  in the N a z i  p r i s o n s .  T h a t  t h o u g h t  h a d  

k e p t  h i m  a l i v e .  He e n v i s i o n e d  his w i f e ,  A n n a ,  j o i n i n g  the 

tens of t h o u s a n d s  a s k i n g  for h i s  f r e e d o m ,  as a b r i d g e  

r e a c h i n g  b e t w e e n  h i m  a n d  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t ,  and 

he felt c l o s e r  to her, c l o s e r  to all of them, not a l o n e .

In his w o r l d ,  f r a t e r n i t y  w a s  b e c o m i n g  a s u p r e m e  v a l u e  to 

w h i c h  p e o p l e  w o u l d  o f f e r  t h e i r  li v e s .  W h e n  K a s s n e r  was 

t o l d  that he w a s  free, he l e a r n e d  that a c o m r a d e  ha d  g i v e n  

h i m s e l f  up for h i m , a n d  h a d  a c c e p t e d  to be t o r t u r e d  and 

m a y b e  to die for him. A b r o t h e r !  H o w  m e a n i n g l e s s  the 

w o r d  s e e m e d  to K a s s n e r  w h e n  he t h o u g h t  that it wa s  g i v e n  

to t h o s e  w h o  are m e r e l y  of the s a m e  b l o o d .  In s p i t e  of 

the s u f f e r i n g  t h a t  f a m i n e  b r o u g h t  in C a n t o n ,  in s p i t e  of 

the C h i n e s e  l o c o m o t i v e s  b u r n i n g  p e o p l e  a l i v e  in S h a n g h a i ,  

in s p i t e  of the N a z i  c a m p s  u s i n g  b o t h  f a m i n e  and c r e m a ­

t i o n  to e x t e r m i n a t e  h u m a n  c r e a t u r e s ,  w i t h  a b e a t i n g  h e a r t  

and u n b e a t a b l e  h o p e s ,  in s p i t e  of e v e n  that c r u e l t y ,  " m a n  

ha d  b e c o m e  man. . . . an d  that d i g n i t y  a l o n e ,  p e r h a p s

c o u l d  o f f s e t  the p a i n . "  (TM 170)

As K a s s n e r  w a s  l e a v i n g  N a z i  G e r m a n y  on a p l a n e  

s u p p l i e d  by the P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s t o r m  d e v e l o p e d .

The p i l o t  h a d  v o l u n t e e r e d .  K a s s n e r  k e p t  l o o k i n g  at him. 

T h i s  m a n  u n k n o w n  to h i m  h a d  o f f e r e d  his life to save
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him. W h a t  p u s h e s  m a n  so far? T h e  c o m m o n  b o n d  of that 

s u b t e r r a n e a n  r e g i o n  w h e n  m a n  l o v e s  o t h e r  m e n  m o r e  t han 

h i m s e l f  is the c r e a t o r  of s u p r e m e  v a l u e s  as it s l o w l y  

l i f t s  h i m  to the p e d e s t a l  of h u m a n  f e l l o w s h i p .

I n s i d e  the l i t t l e  p l a n e ,  t i e d  to the u n k n o w n  

p i l o t  by the f e a r  of d a n g e r  and the w a r m t h  of b r o t h e r h o o d ,  

K a s s n e r  f a c e d  the i m m i n e n c e  of the c r a s h  w i t h  a s e c r e t  

f e e l i n g  of r e l i e f ;  at l e a s t  he w a s  not a l o n e ,  at l e a s t  

s o m e o n e  wa s  a c c e p t i n g  d e a t h  w i t h  him. L e f t  h o p e l e s s  and 

w i t h o u t  d e f e n s e ,  he b r a c e d  the w i n d o w  f r a m e  of the p o o r  

l i t t l e  p l a n e  in a d e s p e r a t e  n e e d  to t o u c h  s o m e t h i n g  c o n ­

c r e t e  as p r o o f  of the r e a l i t y  in w h i c h  he w a s  l i v i n g .  All 

a r o u n d  him, the hail b e a t i n g  the f u s e l a g e  and the w i n d o w s  

s e e m e d  to h i m  l i k e  s c r e a m s  a n d  k n o c k s  a n d  p r i s o n e r s ' 

c r a v i n g s  for r e v e n g e .  A g a i n  he felt the b u r d e n  of h u m a n i t y  

fall o v e r  his s h o u l d e r s .  He h a d  to do s o m e t h i n g  for them, 

to s p e a k  for them, to p r o t e c t  them, to f i g h t  for them.

W i t h  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  K a s s n e r ,  M a l r a u x  g i v e s  us, 

for the f i r s t  time, " t h e  i r r u p t i o n  of t e n d e r n e s s , "  that 

soft, a l m o s t  f r a g i l e  h u m a n  w e a k n e s s  for the b e l o v e d  o n e s  

that we h a r d l y  see in o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a r a c t e r s  of 

the two p r e v i o u s  n o v e l s .  T h e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  l o v e  for 

Anna, the m o v i n g  t h o u g h t s  [for his l i t t l e  child] that i n ­

v a d e  K a s s n e r  w h e n  he a r r i v e s  in P r a g u e ,  the t e r r i b l e  d e ­

s i r e  that he f e e l s  to t a k e  his w i f e ,  h a n d  by h and, a n d 

w a l k  a l o n e ,  and talk, a n d  talk, a n d  talk, and s h a r e  w i t h
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h e r  e v e r y t h i n g  is a n e w  e l e m e n t  in M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s .

C l o s e d  in his cell, K a s s n e r  t h i n k s  of her, as t h a t  t e n d e r ­

n e s s  " b r e a c h e s  i r r e p a r a b l y  e v e n  the c l o s e s t  c i r c l e  of 
104h e l l . "  In the w o r l d  of c r u e l t y  and h a t e  that h u m a n

w e a k n e s s  s o f t e n s  the h e a r t  of men. T h e r e  c o u l d  be no 

g r e a t e r  c o n s o l a t i o n  for K a s s n e r  than hi s  s e l f - a s s u r i n g  

t h o u g h t  of A n n a  b e i n g  on his side, e v e n  w h e n  he Is w a i t i n g  

to die, " t h a t  c o n f i d e n c e  of one p e r s o n  in a n o t h e r ,  that 

c o n s o l a t i o n  a d j o i n i n g  the m o m e n t  of death.

W h e n  K a s s n e r  a d m i t t e d  to he r  that his e x p e r i e n c e s  

h a d  b e e n  t e r r i b l e ,  she a n s w e r e d ,  "if o n l y  I c o u l d  g ive y o u  

joy, my life is w h a t  it is. I h a v e  a c c e p t e d  it an d  e v e n ,  

- - c h o s e n  it. I jus t  w a n t  y o u  to k e e p  a t i n y  p l a c e  for me 

in y o u r s .  But I w a s  t h i n k i n g  of s o m e t h i n g  and I m e a n t  

that I w o u l d  like to g i v e  y o u  m o r e  tha n  I d o . "  (TM 166) 

K a s s n e r  c o u l d  no t  d e t a c h  his e y e s  f r o m  that face w h i c h  he 

ha d  t h o u g h t  to be l i f e l e s s  so m a n y  t i m e s  w h i l e  he wa s  in 

jail. In a low v o i c e ,  A n n a  a d d e d ,  " E v e n  y o u r  g o i n g  a way  

a g a i n  s h o r t l y — I am r e a d y  to . . . b e t t e r  t h a n  yo u  t h i n k

. . . She h a d  w a n t e d  to say 'acc e p t  i t . ' "  (TM 172) It is

a C h r i s t - l i k e  a t t i t u d e  that in its n o b i l i t y  of s u p r e m e  

s a c r i f i c e  p a r a l l e l s  K a t o w ' s  g i v i n g  of h i m s e l f  to sav e  

the s u f f e r i n g  of hi s  two u n k n o w n  f r i e n d s .

K a s s n e r ' s  a n d  A n n a ' s  l ove has a d i s t i n c t  f e a t u r e  

- - t h a t  of a c o u p l y  f u l l y  c o m m i t t e d  to the s t r u g g l e  for 

f r e e d o m .  T h e  c o m m i t m e n t  i t s e l f  p u t s  t h e m  on the sam e
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level. E q u a l i t y  a s s u r e s  t h e i r  u n i o n .  T h i n k i n g  of he r  

not o n l y  as a w i f e  but a l s o  as h i s  c o m r a d e ,  K a s s n e r  

t r a n s c e n d s  the l i m i t s  of p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  an d  e n t e r s  

the f i e l d  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i t y .  The c o m m u n i t y  

s e e m s  to be the m a i n  s o u r c e  of s t r e n g t h  for K a s s n e r ,  as we 

see it i m p l i c i t l y  d i r e c t  all the u n d e r g r o u n d  a c t i v i t i e s  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  his s a l v a t i o n .  It is that c o m m u n i t y ,  p e r s o n ­

i f i e d  by the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  that m a n i p u l a t e s  all the 

s t r i n g s  of the c l a n d e s t i n e  a c t i v i t i e s  and m a k e s  it p o s ­

s i b l e  for h i m  to e s c a p e .  K a s s n e r  h a d  a c c e p t e d  it in full 

and, In d o i n g  so, had s a v e d  h i m s e l f  f r o m  the u n c o m f o r t a b l e  

f e e l i n g  of d i s a g r e e m e n t .  He is t o t a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  int o  

that c o m m u n i t y ,  the w a y  a R o m a n  l e g i o n n a i r e  or a M i d d l e  

Ag e  c r u s a d e r  was. No q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a s k e d ,  no p r o b l e m s  are 

p r e s e n t e d ,  a n d  no u n a c c e p t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  is o f f e r e d .

T h a t  s e e m i n g l y  c o m f o r t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  of r e l y i n g  

e n t i r e l y  on the c o m m u n i t y  c o n s c i e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ;  r e d u c e s  

the m i l i t a n t  to the r o l e  of a p p e n d i x ,  a tool, a s p a r e  p a r t  

" d e t a c h e d  a n d  d e t a c h a b l e "  that we k n o w  to be the p h i l o s o ­

p h y  of S t a l i n i s m .  A n d  yet, the m i l i t a n t  n e e d s  it if he is 

not to be l e f t  t o t a l l y  a l o n e ,  a b a n d o n e d ,  r e j e c t e d .  The 

m i l i t a n t  w i t h o u t  the P a r t y  is n o t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  w h y  K a s s ­

n e r  in the p r i s o n  c e l l  t r i e s  d e s p e r a t e l y  not to lose 

c o n t a c t  w i t h  the e v e n t s  of the o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  hi s  pas t  

in R u s s i a  a n d  China, his p r e s e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  In the G e r m a n  

u n d e r g r o u n d ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  the i m a g e  of h i s  w i f e ,  a
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P a r t y  m e m b e r ,  w h i c h  b e c o m e s  an e x t e n s i o n  of the w h o l e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i t y .  He t h i n k s  of h e r  as the c o n t i n ­

u a t i o n  of P a r t y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  as one of the m i l l i o n s  all 

o v e r  E u r o p e  f i g h t i n g  for h i m  and o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s ,  as the 

s u p p o r t i n g  w o r l d  tha t  k e e p s  h i m  a l i v e .  T h e r e  is in K a s s ­

n e r  a t o t a l  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  to s t a n d  a l o n e  a n d  by h i m s e l f .

T h a t  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of P a r t y  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  is the 

a s s u r a n c e  of a m o r t a l  man, is a l s o  the m o v e m e n t  of m i l ­

l i o n s  y e a r n i n g  for a n e w  life for t h e m s e l v e s .  P l a c e d  int o 

a M a r x i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  this m a r c h  is a h i s t o r i c a l  o b j e c ­

t i v i t y  that c a n n o t  be s t o p p e d .  R e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  p r e v a i l ,  

an d  the " s i n g i n g  t o m o r r o w s "  are an i n e v i t a b i l i t y .  T h e s e  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  not s u f f i c i e n t .  T h e r e  m u s t  be 

s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ,  a m o v i n g  f o r c e  b e h i n d  t h e m  that t akes o ver 

the l e a d i n g  r ole to o r g a n i z e  the g e n e r a l  e f f o r t  of the 

m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d s  a d e f i n i t e  goal. T h i s  f o r c e  is the C o m ­

m u n i s t  P a r t y  for K a s s n e r ;  he an d  A n n a ,  as two m i l i t a n t s ,  

h a v e  a c c e p t e d  it u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y .  The day of v i c t o r y  

r e m a i n s  o n l y  a q u e s t i o n  of time as the l i b e r a t i o n  is ji 

f o r t i o r i  f o r t h c o m i n g .  T h i s  is w h y - - a n d  L u c i e n  G o l d m a n n  

is r i g h t  in p o i n t i n g  it o u t — K a s s n e r  a n d  A n n a  h a v e  a c h i l d  

as s y m b o l  of t h e i r  f a i t h  in the f u t u r e ,  the g e n e r a t i o n  

that w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  the f r u i t s  of t h e i r  s t r u g g l e .  K y o 

a n d  May, by the s a m e  lo g i c ,  d i d  not h a v e  a c h i l d .  R e v o ­

l u t i o n  as s e e n  by the g r o u p  of S h a n g h a i  wa s  d o o m e d  as 

s o o n  as t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  M o s c o w  p r o v e d  to be
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u n r e a o 1v a b 1 e . T h e r e  w a s  no u n i t y  b e t w e e n  the I n d i v i d u a l  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a n d  the s u p p o r t i v e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i t y  

to a s s u r e  the c o n t i n u i t y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e i r  a n n i h i l a t i o n  

w a s  I n e v i t a b l e .

3. I l l u s i o n s ,  r e a l i t y ,  d i s i l l u s i o n s . As K a s s n e r  

w a s  f a c i n g  the d a n g e r  of c r a s h i n g  in the l i t t l e  p l a n e ,  he 

felt that his t a s k  was to s u r v i v e ,  n o t  to die, a n d  to 

fight for t h o s e  b r o t h e r s  in r e v o l u t i o n  s t i l l  s u f f e r i n g  in 

the N a z i  p r i s o n  c a m p s .  He k n e w  that the f i g h t  w a s  i n e v ­

i t a b l e  a n d  he was a n x i o u s  to j o i n  it w h e r e v e r  the c o n d i ­

tions w o u l d  a r i s e .

In the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of W r i t e r s  in L o n d o n ,  

June, 1936, R a l p h  B a t e s  tol d  M a l r a u x ,  "We w i l l  m e e t  F a s ­

c i s m  ag a i n ,  in s i x  m o n t h s ,  on o t h e r  f i e l d s . O n l y  one 

m o n t h  l a t e r  M a l r a u x  v o l u n t e e r e d  to f ight in S p a i n  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  C a t h o l i c s ,  l i b e r a l s ,  S o c i a l i s t s  an d  C o m m u n i s t s  in 

w h a t  he felt w a s  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h o u t  p r e c e d e n t  s i n c e  the 

f i r s t  w a r  of the F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n - - the w o r l d  c i v i l  war .  

D u r i n g  his c a m p a i g n  in f a v o r  of the S p a n i s h  R e p u b l i c  

t h r o u g h  E u r o p e  a n d  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  M a l r a u x  d e c l a r e d ,  

" W h a t  u n i t e s  us al l  is. . . . that we a i m  to p r e s e r v e  or

to r e c r e a t e  n o t  s t a t i c  an d  p a r t i c u l a r  v a l u e s ,  bu t  h u m a n -
10 81st v a l u e s — h u m a n i s t  b e c a u s e  they a r e  u n i v e r s a l . "  One

of t h o s e  v a l u e s  w a s  a c c e p t a n c e  of s u f f e r i n g  for the s a k e  

of h u m a n  s o l i d a r i t y ,  " o n e  k i n d  of a s u f f e r i n g  by t hose  

who s u f f e r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t  to m a k e  a w o r l d  w o r t h y  of
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m a n . "

E v e r y t h i n g  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  the m o m e n t  for a final

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w a s  n e a r ,  a n d  the p l a c e  s e e m e d  to be 
109E u r o p e .  C o n s c i o u s n e s s  and the w i l l  p o w e r  of the o l d

c o n t i n e n t  w e r e  out to a f atal test. Th e  E u r o p e a n  h a d  to 

f i g h t  to the e n d  a g a i n s t  the f r i g h t e n i n g  m a r c h  of a r e ­

p u l s i v e  n e w  o r d e r ,  w i t h  a r e n e w e d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  that t r i e d  

to f u l f i l l  i t s e l f  w i t h  l u c i d i t y  in d a i l y  e v e n t s  a n d  t h r o u g h  

an act of r e v o l t  that t u r n e d  to r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e b y  s h a p ­

i n g  "ou t  of a g e - o l d  s o r r o w s  of man, a n e w  an d  g l o w i n g  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of m i n d . " ^ ^  The E u r o p e a n  a c t i o n ,  n o w  in 

E u r o p e ,  h a d  t a k e n  the f o r m  of an i n s t r u m e n t a l  g o o d  a g a i n s t  

the n e w  f a c e  of the w o r l d ' s  a b s u r d i t y ,  a r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  

the n e w  s o r r o w s  of m a n  b r o u g h t  by a p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r .

The a c t u a l  a n d  e v e r - p r e s e n t  s u f f e r i n g  of m a n  is 

m u c h  m o r e  a c o m p e l l i n g  a p p e a l  t h a n  a n y  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i s ­

s e r t a t i o n ,  or to use M a l r a u x ’s w o r d s  "a h u m a n  b l o o d  s t a i n  

has m o r e  i m p a c t  t h a n  an y  w o r k  of a r t . "  (E 316) It is an 

o b s e s s i n g  n e e d  to get i n v o l v e d ,  to act, and not to be 

s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w o r d s  a l o n e . T h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t h e n  b e ­

c o m e s  the o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r e d  to t h o s e  w h o  w a n t  to d i s p l a y  

t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  to s e r v e  w i t h  t h e i r  c o m r a d e s - i n - a r m s  in 

a " h e a r t - b r e a k i n g  a p p a r i t i o n  of g o o d n e s s  . . .  in that

c o n f i d e n c e  in man, in that c o n s o l a t i o n  that r u b s  e l b o w s  
112w i t h  d e a t h . "  T h e  r e s u l t i n g  b r o t h e r h o o d  a n d  s e n s e  of

j u s t i c e  c o m e s  to be the c o n c r e t e  for m  of that w i l l i n g n e s s
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to o p p o s e  the w e i g h t  of the o p p r e s s o r ' s  c r u e l t y .  M a l r a u x ,
113b e s t o w i n g  on r e v o l u t i o n  a n o b l e  an d  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l

v a l u e ,  c o m m i t s  h i m s e l f  i r r e v o c a b l y  to a r a t i o n a l  an d  e t h i ­

cal f i d e l i t y ;  to d e f e n d  the c a u s e  of the o p p r e s s e d ,  as a 

c o n v i c t i o n  and as a m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n ,  a s s u m i n g  e v e n t u a l l y  

a p o s i t i o n  that d oes not a l l o w  any fall or d i s g r a c e .  

E m a n u e l  M o u n i e r  c o n c l u d e s  that " f o r  M a l r a u x  w h o  has me t

a n d  r e c o g n i z e d  s u c h  a f r a t e r n i t y ,  it s e e m s  a s p i r i t u a l
114i m p o s s i b i l i t y  to f o r g e t  it. "

T h e  c a u s e  of the o p p r e s s e d  o f f e r s  i t s e l f  as the 

i d e a l  for all c l e a r  c o n s c i e n c e s  an d  the l i v i n g  f orce of 

m a n ' s  l i b e r a t i o n  as w e l l .  In S p a i n ,  M a l r a u x  w r i t e s ,  "Al l  

the o p p r e s s e d  t hat a r e  r e d u c e d  to s u c h  a s t a t e  in one w a y  

or a n o t h e r ,  h a v e  com e  w i t h  us to f i g h t  t o g e t h e r , "  (E 91) 

in a m o o d  of p r o t e s t ,  r e a d y  to pa y  w i t h  t h e i r  b l o o d  for 

t h e i r  o w n  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  the t r a g i c  c o u r s e  of h i s t o r y .

E v e n  G a r i n e ,  w h o  d o e s  n o t  like the p e o p l e ,  c a n n o t  but 

c h o o s e  to be on the s i d e  of the o p p r e s s e d ;  he s a y s ,  "I 

p r e f e r  t h e m  b e c a u s e  they are the v a n q u i s h e d . "  (C 162)

The v i o l e n t  H o n g  c a n n o t  e n d u r e  the m i s e r y  of the o p p r e s s e d  

a n y  l o n g e r ,  " . . .  a k i n d  of s w e e t  d e v i l ,  too b u s y  t r y i n g  

to p r o v e  m a n  h o w  low he can go, the c o w a r d  that he is, 

the w e a k n e s s  tha t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  him, thet e n d e n c y  to d e ­

b a s e  h i m s e l f " ;  (C 2 2 4 - 2 2 5 )  he b e c o m e s  a t e r r o r i s t  in 

o r d e r  to b u r n  to the g r o u n d  the s o c i a l  o r d e r  that p e r ­

p e t u a t e s  t h a t  d e v i l .  For a f e r v e n t  C a t h o  1 i c - 1 ike
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c o l o n e l  X l m e n e s ,  the o p p r e s s e d  o f f e r  "an u n u s u a l  f r a t e r ­

n i t y "  (E 34) as t h e y  do for the t w e n t y - s i x  y e a r  o l d  J a i m e  

"a f r a t e r n i t y  in l i f e  a n d  d e a t h . "  (E 44) A l t h o u g h  the 

i d e a s  m i g h t  c h a n g e  t h o s e  s u f f e r i n g  s o u l s ,  t hose for w h o m  

o n e  d e c i d e s  to f i g h t  do not, and this is w h a t  r e a l l y  c o u n t s .  

V o l u n t a r i l y  c o m m i t t e d  to s e r v e ,  M a l r a u x 1s c h a r a c t e r s  are 

b a s i c a l l y  " c o n s c i e n c e s  s e a r c h i n g  to f u l f i l l  t h e m s e l v e s  in 

d e l i b e r a t e l y  c h o s e n  e v e n t s .

C o m m i t m e n t  a n d  s e l f  f u l f i l l m e n t ,  in a w o r l d  of 

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n — this is a m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e  t e r m i n ­

o l o g y  b e c a u s e ,  u n l e s s  the a p p e a l  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  is 

too s t r o n g  and e n t i r e l y  w o r t h y  of a t o t a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

in it, an d  u n l e s s ,  as H e n r i  P e y r e  r e a s o n s  it, one is f u l l y  

c o n v i n c e d  that at a g i v e n  time, the e v e n t s  in a g i v e n  

p l a c e  r e p r e s e n t  the o n l y  p o s s i b l e  c h a n c e  for e n g a g e m e n t ,  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  c a n n o t  be a s o l u t i o n  of a f u l f i l l m e n t  

f o r  the c o m m i t t e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y . ^  ̂  The s a c r i f i c e  is too 

g r e a t  to be m a d e  w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  C o l l e c ­

tive a c t i o n  i m p l i e s  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  n a m e l y  an 

o b l i g a t i o n  to c o m p l y  w i t h  the r e q u i r e d  d u t i e s  a n d  to a c ­

cept the c o n s e q u e n c e s .  N a t u r a l l y ,  s uch is the c a s e  in 

a n y  o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n .  S i n c e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  are i n ­

v o l v e d ,  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t e a m w o r k  and I m p o s e s  

c o l l a b o r a t i o n ;  it has its c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and 

c o l l e c t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  o p p o s e  c o l l e c t i v e  a i m s  to 

I n d i v i d u a l  d e s t i n i e s  and o f t e n t i m e s  s u b m e r g e  i n d i v i d u a l
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d e s t i n i e s  u n d e r  the sea of an a n o n y m o u s  mob. The c o n f l i c t  

is s e l f - e v i d e n t  a n d  the o b s t a c l e ,  s e e m i n g l y  u n s u r p a s s a b l e ,  

e x i s t s  b e c a u s e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  c a n n o t  

r e s o l v e  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s .  T h i s  is the t r a g i c  a s p e c t  of 

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  for the p o l i t i c a l l y  c o m m i t t e d  a c t i v i s t .

In M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s  this c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  is 

m a i n l y  the C o m m u n i s t - o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n .  We s h o u l d  b e a r  

in m i n d  the n e c e s s i t y  for a c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  of the r e v o l u ­

tion, a n d  its c o u r s e ;  for the C o m m u n i s t s  the o u t l i n e  of 

t h e i r  p l a n n i n g  is g i v e n  as a M a r x i s t  a x i o m  and is 

r o u n d e d  up by the L e n i n i s t  c a t e g o r i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e s  of 

the d i c t a t o r s h i p  of the p r o l e t a r i a t .  S u c h  c o n c l u s i v e  

t h e o r e m s  c l o s e  the f i e l d  of d i s c u s s i o n ;  t h e y  s i m p l y  d e m a n d  

total o b e d i e n c e  and d i s c i p l i n e .  For an i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  an d 

e s p e c i a l l y  for an a r t i s t ,  tha t  d e m a n d  s p e l l s  s p i r i t u a l  

d e a t h . 118

A n d  yet, m e n  u n i t e d  by a c o m m o n  h o p e  and a c t i o n ,

l i k e  m e n  u n i t e d  in love, r e a c h  h e i g h t s  w h i c h  the y  w o u l d

o t h e r w i s e  not a t t a i n  if they w e r e  to be a l o n e ,  says the

art h i s t o r i a n ,  G i o v a n n i  Scali. (E 319) U n i t e d  in a c t i o n

and d i v i d e d  by d i f f e r e n t  s e n t i m e n t s ,  m e n  m a n a g e  to find

a c o m m o n  g r o u n d  of f r a t e r n i t y  an d  s o l i d a r i t y ;  the y  fight

t o g e t h e r  in the b r o t h e r l y  c o m m u n i o n  of r e v o l u t i o n .  The y

c a n n o t  d i s c a r d  the fact t h a t  " o n l y  t h r o u g h  m u l t i p l y i n g

m a n  can an a t t e m p t  be m a d e  to a s s i s t  m a n  in l i v i n g  v i c -
119t o r i o u s l y  t h r o u g h  the p r e s e n t  c r i s i s . "
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At t h a t  g i v e n  m o m e n t ,  the i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  for the 

E u r o p e a n  w a s  n o t  that w h i c h  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  o n e  m a n  f rom 

a n o t h e r ,  but r a t h e r  the d e p t h  of m a n ' s  h u m a n i t y .  The i m ­

p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  w a s  m a n ' s  r e a d i n e s s  to f i g h t  not for w h a t  

s e p a r a t e s  h i m  f r o m  hi s  f e l l o w s  b u t  as M a l r a u x  p u t  it in 

1 925, f o r  w h a t  e n a b l e s  h i m  to c o m e  to t h e m  on a g r o u n d  

t h a t  l i e s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s .  Th e  p a s s a g e  

r e a d s :

To d e f i n e  o n e s e l f  t h r o u g h  the w e l l - d e f i n e d  
o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  a g r e a t  h o p e  . . .  in w h i c h  the 
i n n e r  n e c e s s i t i e s  a r e  a l u x u r y  . . .  to e s c a p e  
i s o l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a c t i o n  . . . c h a n g i n g  o n e s e l f
as one t r i e s  to c h a n g e  the w o r l d  . . .  to d i s c o v e r
o n e ' s  r e a l  s e l f  in t h e  g i f t  of o n e s e l f  to o t h e r s .
. . . in b r o t h e r h o o d  . . . .  w h e n  o n e  a l w a y s  d o ­
n a t e s  p a r t  of s e l f  to the o t h e r . 1^0

T h e r e  is a n e w  f o r m  of v i c t o r y  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  of o f f e r i n g

the f r u i t s  of o n e ' s  p e r s o n a l  v i c t o r i e s  to f e l l o w  -men.

So, b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  b y  a c t i o n ,  m e n  f i g h t  f r a t e r n a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  g o d s ;  or r a t h e r  " f r a t e r n i t y  t a k e s  the f o r m  of 

a c t i o n . "  (E 270 )  H o w  c a n  this n e e d  for f r a t e r n i t y  a n d  

the n e c e s s i t y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  a c t i o n  be h a r m o ­

n i z e d ?

M a n ’s H o p e  is e s s e n t i a l l y  the s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  

t h e s e  t w o  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  t e n d e n c i e s  a n d  the t r i u m p h  of 

t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  a c t i o n .  We m i g h t  e v e n  go f u r t h e r  

to sa y  t h a t  in M a n 's H o p e  M a l r a u x  d i v e s t e d  the r e v o l u t i o n  

f r o m  its h i g h e s t  p r e r o g a t i v e s  a n d  i n v e s t e d  it w i t h  a n e w  

v a l u e ,  m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  M a n 's H o p e  

m i g h t  w e l l  be l o o k e d  at as the s l o w  s t r a n g u l a t i o n  of the
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h o p e  In r e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  v i c t o r y  of w ar, Its a n t i n o m y .

The r e a l  c o n f l i c t  of the e n t i r e  n o v e l  m i g h t  be p e r c e i v e d  

as a s t r u g g l e  for s u r v i v a l  by t h o s e  wh o  d e s p e r a t e l y  w a n t e d  

to be s o m e t h i n g  by s e r v i n g  t h e i r  f e l l o w  men, a n d  the t r i ­

u m p h a n t  m i l i t a r y  m a r c h  of the o r g a n i z e d  a r m i e s  t r y i n g  _t£ 

do s o m e t h i n g ,  r e a c h i n g  for m a s s i v e  v i c t o r i e s ,  a n d  e v e n t u a l  

d e s t r u c t i o n .

It a l l  s t a r t s  in B a r c e l o n a  w h e r e  an u n a r m e d  p o p u ­

l a t i o n  is s t r u g g l i n g  to face the i n s u r r e c t i o n a r y  F a s c i s t  

t roo p s .  T h e r e  is t u r m o i l  in the s t r e e t s ;  a n d  yet, that 

f irst n i g h t  o f  w a r  s e e m s  to be an i m m e n s e  l i b e r a t i o n .  

P e o p l e  are the o n l y  w a t c h e r s  of the city, as t h e y  are i m ­

b u e d  w i t h  an u n l i m i t e d  an d  c o n f u s e d  hope. E a c h  a n d  e v e r y  

one of t h e m  f e e l s  that f i n a l l y  t h e r e  is s o m e t h i n g  for 

t h e m  to do. A l l  d r e a m  of a n e w  life to come. T h a t  is 

r e v o l u t i o n !

* In the m i d s t  of this c r o w d  t h e r e  are t h o s e  who

s a t i s f y  l o n g  a w a i t e d  u r g e s ,  like the a n a r c h i s t s ,  Puig, 

Ra m o s ,  and N e g u s ,  t h o s e  w h o  f a c e d  w i t h  a h o p e l e s s l y  c o r ­

r u p t e d  w o r l d  see in this s i t u a t i o n  a c h a n c e  for e x e m p l a r y  

r e v o l t s .  For them, c o u r a g e  and c h a r a c t e r  are the o n l y  

v i r t u e s  s u f f i c i e n t  to r e s o l v e  all p r o b l e m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

the p o l i t i c a l  ones. In this c r o w d  t here are o f f i c e r s  

w h o  s t i c k  to l o y a l t y  a n d  j o i n  the f i g h t  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  

w i s h e d  it. T h e r e  ar e  y o u n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w h o s e  d r e a m s  of 

f r a t e r n i t y  a r e  p e r s o n i f i e d  in the P o p u l a r  F r o n t  m a d e  up of
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v o l u n t e e r s  to f i g h t  for a c a u s e  the y  feel to the d e p t h s  

of t h e i r  h e a r t s .  T h e y  all m a r c h  t h r o u g h  e x u b e r a n t  c r o w d s ,  

f o l l o w e d  by the lon g  l i n e s  of e v e r y b o d y  a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  by 

e r r a n t  c h i l d r e n .  W i t h  f i s t s  r a i s e d  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  a n d  the 

" S a l u d ! "  at e v e r y b o d y ' s  lips, this e f f u s i v e  c r o w d  s e e m s  to 

s c r e a m  as if it w e r e  r a v i s h e d  by an i n d i v i d u a l  b r e a t h  of 

joy. One t h i n g  is v e r y  cle a r :  the g o o d  d i s p o s i t i o n .

E v e r y b o d y  s e e m s  to be e i t h e r  a fool or a hero, s o m e t i m e s  

both. " E a c h  p e r s o n  n e e d s  o n e  d a y  or a n o t h e r  to find his 

l y r i c i s m , "  (E 49) s a y s  the A m e r i c a n  j o u r n a l i s t  S h a d e ,  as 

he m a r v e l s  at the c o n s t a n t  an d  b r o t h e r l y  h u m a n  s t r e e t  

c h o r u s ,  j o i n e d  by c a r s  r e q u i s i t i o n e d  for the war ,  c ars 

that b e e p  as they c r o s s  e a c h  o t h e r  in a t u m u l t u o u s  c o m m u ­

n i o n  of the p oor, p e o p l e  l i v i n g  for the f i r s t  tim e  t h e i r  

o w n  lives. T h a t  is r e v o l u t i o n !

In the b a t t l e f i e l d ,  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a v i a t i o n  

v o l u n t e e r s  like M a g n i n ,  S c a l i ,  an d  S e m b r a n o ,  fight t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  m e r c e n a r i e s  in a r o m a n t i c  a t m o s p h e r e  of s o l i d a r i t y  in 

a c t i o n ,  s t r e n g t h e n e d  e v e r y d a y  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  in the p r e s e n c e  

of t h e i r  w o u n d e d  a n d  k i l l e d  f r i e n d s .  In the c o u n t r y s i d e ,  

a r m e d  p e a s a n t s  an d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  f a r m e r s ,  are i m p a t i e n t  

to go to war. L a r g e  c r o w d s  of p e o p l e ,  o f t e n  t imes u n ­

ar m e d ,  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  w i t h o u t  a l e a d e r ,  a r e  e n g a g e d  in 

f i g h t i n g - - i t  is the " l y r i c a l  i l l u s i o n . "  A n d  yet, the y 

u n d e r s t a n d  that the o t h e r  sid e  d o e s  the real f i g h t i n g .

T h e i r  s t r u g g l e  h o w e v e r ,  k e e p s  t h e m  u n i t e d .  A new,
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p r o m i s i n g  life Is e x p e c t e d  to come. A n e w  s t a r  is e x ­

p e c t e d  to be born. Tha t  Is r e v o l u t i o n !

One f e e l s  that e v e r y w h e r e  all the o p p r e s s e d  h a v e  

J o i n e d  the r a n k s  of the r e v o l u t i o n .  M a n y  are d e e p l y  c o m ­

m i t t e d  to the r e l a t i o n s h i p  a m o n g  men, to an a t t a c h m e n t  for 

e a c h  o t h e r ,  to a b e l i e f  in the g r e a t  f a m i l y  of h u m a n i t y  

w h e r e  n o b o d y  s h o u l d  be h urt or s u f f e r  but live as b r o t h e r s .  

The u n f o r t u n a t e  m i l l i o n s ,  s w e p t  by a f a t a l i t y  that o v e r ­

c o m e s  them, s t r u g g l e  In a f e r v e n t  c o n f u s i o n  that k n o w s  

o n l y  b r o t h e r s  . . . Tha t  is the wa y  M a d r i d  l o o k e d  in its

n o i s y  lif e  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o p e  and e x a l t a t i o n .  " W h a t  we 

h e a r  fro m  the w i n d o w , "  r e m a r k s  the c o m m a n d e r  G a r c i a ,  "is 

the A p o c a l y p s e  of the b r o t h e r h o o d . "  (E 118) T h a t  is 

f r a t e r n i t y ,  the s o u l  of the r e v o l u t i o n !

Th e  h e a t  of the c o n f l i c t  s p r e a d s  m o r e  and m ore; 

e x e c u t i o n s  on b o t h  s i d e s  b e c o m e  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ,  m a k i n g  the 

a t m o s p h e r e  a r o u n d  the f i g h t e r s  m o r e  s u f f o c a t i n g .  The 

y o u n g  C o m m u n i s t  o f f i c e r  M a n u e l ,  his eye s  g l u e d  to a y o u n g  

p e a s a n t  w h o  was w a s h i n g  his b l o o d y  h a n d s  a f t e r  h a v i n g  

w r i t t e n  on the w a l l  " D e a t h  to F a s c i s m ! "  w i t h  a p r i s o n e r ' s  

b l o o d ,  b e g i n s  to think. He r e a l i z e s  that it w i l l  be n e c ­

e s s a r y  to fight a g a i n  and a g a i n s t  this d e h u m a n i z i n g  e f f e c t  

of the c o n f l i c t ,  an d  that it w i l l  not be any e a s i e r .  

" S o m e t h i n g  has c h a n g e d  in m e , "  he s a y s ,  " a n d  for the 

res t  of my life . . .  I felt that we are r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

t h a t . "  (E 90) Tha t  is r e a l i t y  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  the d r e a m
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of the r e v o l u t i o n !

In the f ront lin e s ,  the R e p u b l i c a n  a r t i l l e r y  b a t ­

ters the R e p u b l i c a n  li n e s ;  the o f f i c e r  in c o m m a n d  is a 

F a s c i s t  i n f i l t r a t o r .  N o b o d y  s e e m s  to be in c o m m a n d ,  or 

r a t h e r  e v e r y b o d y  is a c o m m a n d e r  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y .  In 

f ront of A l c a z a r  s u r r o u n d e d  by the R e p u b l i c a n s ,  the two 

s i d e s  fight, m i x  t o g e t h e r , c u r s e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  and e x c h a n g e  

c i g a r e t t e s .  " P e o p l e  act f r e e l y , "  s a y s  N e g u s ,  " i n  s p i t e  

of t h e i r  h a t e . "  (E 199) A l t h o u g h  t h e y  are d e t e r m i n e d  to 

live the w a y  t hey w a n t  to or p e r i s h ,  the w h o l e  a t m o s p h e r e  

h a s  a g o o d  d o s a g e  of the t h e a t r i c a l ,  like a v e r y  e a r l y  

s t a g e  in a n y  p o p u l a r  m o v e m e n t .  It is the a d o l e s c e n c e  of 

the r e v o l u t i o n  b e f o r e  it c o m e s  of age, w h e n  the s t r a i g h t ­

f o r w a r d  I d e a l i s t i c ,  or f a n a t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  are the r u l e ,  

not the e x c e p t i o n . "  (The C a t h o l i c ]  H e r n a n d e z  is an h o n e s t  

m a n ,  for w h o m  r e v o l u t i o n  is a w a y  of f u l f i l l i n g  his m o r a l  

d e s i r e s  . . . it is a p e r s o n a l  A p o c a l y p s e .  . . ." (E 207)

[The C o m m u n i s t ]  M a n u e l  is an h o n e s t  man, but he s e e s  o n l y  

t h r o u g h  his P a r t y ’s e y e s . "  (E 211) Tha t  is the p r o b l e m a t i c  

w o r l d  of r e v o l u t i o n .

W h i l e  M a g n i n  w a s  w o n d e r i n g  h o w  he c o u l d  i m p o s e  

an y  k i n d  of d i s c i p l i n e  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  any c o n s t r a i n t ,  the 

C o m m u n i s t s  ha d  r e s o l v e d  the p r o b l e m ,  the d e c i s i v e  one, of 

the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i s c i p l i n e .  W h i l e  the h o p e s  of the 

p e o p l e  r e l i e d  on the w o r l d ' s  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  the C o m m u n i s t s '  

h o p e s  r e l i e d  on the S o v i e t  U n i o n ' s  a s s i s t a n c e ;  " o n e
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h u n d r e d  m o d e r n  a i r p l a n e s  do m o r e  than f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  

m i l i t i a m e n . "  (E 157) As l o n g  as M a g n i n  r e m a i n s  out of the 

P a r t y ,  he is q u i e t l y  put a s i d e  the m a i n  s t r e a m  as an n o n -  

e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  for the o r g a n i z e d  a c t i o n .  F a c e d  w i t h  

s u c h  i n j u s t i c e ,  M a g n i n  fe e l s ,  "to the d e p t h  of his b e i n g  

the l o n e l i n e s s  in the w a r  . , . w i t h  a g r e a t  s a d n e s s . "

(E 158) Not to be a c c e p t e d ,  and to j o i n  the fight; w h y ?  

L o o k i n g  a r o u n d  h i m s e l f ,  M a g n i n  s e e s  how all those " who  

ha d  b e e n  c o u r a g e o u s  a n d  p o o r  hav e  a r m e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  

r i f l e s , a l l  t h o s e  w h o k n e w  w e l l  e n o u g h  p o v e r t y  to a c c e p t  

d y i n g  in the fight a g a i n s t  it," (E 179) and he d e c i d e s  to 

s t a y  w i t h  them. He a c c e p t s  b e i n g  t o g e t h e r  in a c o m m o n  

s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  a c o m m o n  d a n g e r  w h i c h  e s s e n t i a l l y  is 

b o u n d  to o v e r w h e l m  them; t h e y  loo k  like b r o t h e r s  in a 

P a s c a l i a n  d u n g e o n .  T h a t  is the t r a g e d y  of r e v o l u t i o n !

W a r  r ages all o v e r  S p a i n ;  p e a s a n t  b a t t a l i o n s ,  

d i s o r g a n i z e d  b r i g a d e s ,  a n d  m i l i t i a m e n  w i t h o u t  r i f l e s  

c r o w d e d  the s t r e e t s  of the c i t i e s  left d e f e n s e l e s s .  R e m ­

n a n t s  of the m i l i t i a  b e l o n g i n g  to u n i t s  b e a r i n g  h i s t o r i ­

cal n a m e s ,  the I n v i n c i b l e s ,  the Re d  E a g l e s ,  the E a g l e s  of 

F r e e d o m ,  k e p t  w a n d e r i n g  w i t h o u t  an aim, t h e i r  a rms down, 

r i f l e s  h e l d  by t h e i r  c a n o n s  a n d  d r a g g e d  l ike l e a s h e d  d ogs, 

as t h e y  w o u l d  stop, f r o m  t i m e  to time, to l i s t e n  to the foes 

a r t i l l e r y  a p p r o a c h i n g  f r o m  the o t h e r  side of the r i v e r .

T he y  w e r e  u s e l e s s ,  p o w e r l e s s ,  lost. It was e v i d e n t  for 

t h o s e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  c o m e  to f i g h t  that r e t r e a t  in p a n i c
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m e a n t  a c r i s i s  in the c o m m a n d .  " The A p o c a l y p s e "  ha d  to 

be o r g a n i z e d .  N e w  d r a s t i c  s t e p s  b e c a m e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .

The f o r m a t i o n  of the V - t h  R e g i m e n t  an d  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B r i g a d e s  s e r v e d  as n u c l e u s  to the 

f i r s t  r e g u l a r  u n i t s  of the n e w  R e p u b l i c a n  army; "for 

the first time in the w o r l d ,  p e o p l e  of all n a t i o n s  m i x e d  

in c o m m o n  f i g h t i n g  u n i t s  w e r e  s i n g i n g  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l e ." 

(E 275) A n d  now, e v e n  M a g n i n  wa s  r e a l i z i n g  that he c o u l d ,  

a f t e r  all, t r a n s f o r m  the f o r e i g n  a v i a t i o n  corps. E v e r y ­

b o d y  is d i s c i p l i n e d  and in u n i f o r m .  That is the d r e a m  of 

r e v o l u t i o n  w e a r i n g  the m i l i t a r y  u n i f o r m  of the war!

S c a l i  for the f i r s t  t i m e  u n d e r s t o o d  that he was 

p ar t  of the c o o r d i n a t e d  e n e r g i e s  of five h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  

p e o p l e , w i t h

. . . all t h o s e  w h o  h a d  l ain d o w n  in the s q u a r e
a t t a c k i n g  the c a s e r n  w h e n  the y  w e r e  shot f r o m  the 
w i n d o w s ;  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  o n l y  one m a c h i n e - g u n  per 
k i l o m e t e r  a n d  w h o  w o u l d  l e n d  it to t h e i r  f r i e n d s  
in case of an a t t a c k ;  t h o s e  wh o  had s t o r m e d  A l c a z a r  
w i t h  h u n t i n g  r i f l e s ;  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  fled fro m  an 
a i r p l a n e ,  or c r i e d  in the h o s p i t a l s  b e c a u s e  " o u r s  
h a v e  a b a n d o n e d  us": t h o s e  w h o  h a d  run awa y  f r o m  
the a d v a n c e  of the t a n k s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  ha d  r e s i s t e d  
w i t h  the d y n a m i t e ,  all t h o s e  w h o  k n e w  that the 
s e n o r l t a a  u s e d  to r e c o g n i z e  the " g o o d  p e o p l e "  in 
s e r v i l i t y — the u n e n d i n g  c r o w d  of the f u t u r e  e x e c u ­
tio n s ,  i n v i s i b l e  l i k e  the c a n o n  that wa s  s h e l l i n g  
f r o m  one s i d e  of the front line to the o t h e r  w i t h  
the r o l l i n g  s o u n d  of the drum. . . . (E 318)

T h o s e  w h o  flee and t h o s e  wh o  c o m m i t  c r i m e s  are shot, as

e a c h  p r o l e t a r i a n  is h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the v i c t o r y ;

t h e r e  is no m o r e  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  it a n d  c h a r i t y  or pity.

A m o n t h  ago, the A n a r c h i s t  N e g u s ,  had lost h i s  f aith
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In r e v o l u t i o n ;  the A p o c a l y p s e  for h i m  wa s  over. Yet, 

" t h e r e  is the f i g h t  a g a i n s t  F a s c i s m  and the r e s p e c t  of 

N e g u s  for the d e f e n s e  of M a d r i d , "  (E 409) that is left 

for him. T h a t  is the last g e s t u r e  of f i d e l i t y  to r e v o l u ­

tion*.

Th e n ,  the d a w n  of v i c t o r y  l o o m s  for the f i r s t  time 

on t h e  h o r i z o n ,  a n d  that p a r t  of the b o o k  is c a l l e d  The 

H o p e . T h e  m i n i s t e r s  are no t  the sam e  a n y m o r e .  The 

s o l d i e r s  are all d r e s s e d  in u n i f o r m s ,  and w e l 1 - t r a i n e d . 

F r a n c o  has f a i l e d  to c a p t u r e  M a d r i d .  Th e  p e o p l e ' s  a r m y  

was in the m a k i n g ;  the Ai r  F o r c e  was r e c o n s t i t u t e d .  H o w ­

ever, p e o p l e  like S c a l i  w e r e  w o r r i e d :  t a n k e r s ,  p i l o t s ,

g u n n e r s ,  " t h e  w a r r i o r s "  w e r e  c o m i n g  b a c k  f r o m  all over 

E u r o p e .  S e m b r a n o  h a d  ha d  it w i t h  d e a t h  a r o u n d  him. The 

G r e a t  P o w e r s  w e r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in full, a n d  for the 

f i r s t  time, the F a s c i s t  a n d  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t i e s  c o n f r o n t e d  

e a c h  o t h e r  in a b a t t l e f i e l d .  The C o m m u n i s t s '  d o m i n a t i o n  

of the R e p u b l i c a n  a r m y  b e c a m e  a fact of life a c c e p t e d ,  

w i l l i n g l y  or u n d e r  p r o t e s t ,  by a l l  as the s p i r i t u a l  d r a m a  

of the n o n -Connnunist v o l u n t e e r s  r e a c h e d  t r a g i c  p r o p o r ­

tions. T h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " W h a t  am I d o i n g  h e r e ?  I w h o  a m  not 

a C o m m u n i s t , "  finds no a n s w e r ,  as it b e c o m e s  c l e a r e r  a n d  

c l e a r e r  e v e r y d a y  that r e v o l u t i o n  doe s  not s o l v e  p e r s o n a l  

p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  w a r  d o e s n ' t  e v e n  tak e  n o t i c e  of them. T hat  

is the d e a t h  of r e v o l u t i o n  and the v i c t o r y  of war ,  "th e  

k i l l i n g  of the u n k n o w n  by the b l i n d . "  (E 300)
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The e n t i r e  n o v e l  w i t h  all its a r r a y  of c h a r a c t e r s  

m a y  be d i v i d e d  int o  two f a m i l i e s ,  or " a b s t r a c t  and c o l l e c ­

tive c h a r a c t e r s "  to use L u c i e n  G o l d m a n n ' s  e x p r e s s i o n .

The f i r s t  f a m i l y  is c o m p o s e d  of a c o n g l o m e r a t i o n  

of e n t h u s i a s t i c  s e n t i m e n t a l ,  r o m a n t i c  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and 

e l e m e n t s  i n c l i n e d  to j o i n  the c r u s a d e  for f r e e d o m  as a 

c o m p e l l i n g  m o r a l  d e m a n d ,  the n e e d  of a p r o b l e m a t i c  c o n ­

s c i e n c e  to h e l p  p o o r  p e o p l e - - w o r k e r s  and l a n d l e s s  f a r m e r s  

in S p a i n - - c h e a t e d  by life or s o c i a l  o r d e r .  T h i s  is the 

r e s u l t  of an u r g e  to a s s i s t  t h o s e  left w a n d e r i n g  w i t h o u t  

h a v i n g  e v e r  b e e n  abl e  to find a f o o t h o l d  in a w o r l d  that 

e x c l u d e d  t h e m  an d  d e n i e d  t h e m  the d i g n i t y  that the y  r e ­

l e n t l e s s l y  p u r s u e .  It is in this f a m i l y  that we find 

the A n a r c h i s t s  an d  C a t h o l i c  m o r a l i s t s  f i g h t i n g  t o g e t h e r  as 

b r o t h e  r s .

T h e  s e c o n d  f a m i l y ,  so to spe a k ,  is m a d e  of m i l i ­

tary p e o p l e ,  the p r o f e s s i o n a l s  an d  s o m e t i m e s  the i m p r o ­

v i s e d  l e a d e r s ,  the w a r r i o r s ,  the p a r t y  l o y a l s  or the 

" c l e r g y , "  for w h o m  r e v o l u t i o n  has e i t h e r  l ost is p r i m a r y ,  

e s s e n t i a l ,  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  c h a r a c t e r  in f a v o r  of w ar, or 

ha s  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  e s ­

p e c i a l l y  d i s c i p l i n e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  for t h e m  the v a l u e  

of life d e p e n d s  u p o n  the s e r v i c e  to the c a u s e  the y  s e r v e  

and its r e s u l t a n t  s u c c e s s ;  t h e y  ar e  B o r o d i n e ' s  b r e e d  on 

a s c a l e  of g r e a t e r  or s m a l l e r  i m p o r t a n c e .  By c o n c e d i n g  

the v i c t o r y  to this s p e c i e s ,  M a l r a u x  s e e m s  to h a v e
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a c c e p t e d  the e x i g e n c i e s  of the m o m e n t  o v e r  the m o r a l  p r e s ­

s u r e  of the u n i v e r s a l  v a l u e s .  T h u s ,  he has d e n i e d  r e v o ­

l u t i o n  its i n i t i a l  i d e a l i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  its r e d e e m i n g  

g r a c e .  As an e n d  r e s u l t ,  r e v o l u t i o n  in M a n 's H o p e  e q u a l s  

C o m m u n i s t s ,  as the C o m m u n i s t s  are a d i s c i p l i n e .

D i s c i p l i n e ,  as a v a l u e  in i t s e l f ,  is n e v e r t h e l e s s

e s s e n t i a l  to the a r m e d  c o n f l i c t - - a  v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  to

s u b d u e  the w o r l d , - - n o t  to r e v o l u t i o n — the s t r u g g l e  to

c h a n g e  the w o r l d  for the b e t t e r .  The two t e r m s  are in

fact m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e ,  r e v o l u t i o n  b e i n g ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,
121the h o p e  to c h a n g e  m e n  in a t r a n s f i g u r a t i n g , e p i c  act.

O u t s i d e  t h e s e  two f a m i l i e s  are left "the m a s s e s "  

the b o d y  of the r e v o l u t i o n ,  s t r a i g h t - j a c k e t e d  int o  the 

m o l d s  c o n c e i v e d ,  p l a n n e d  a n d  s h a p e d  up, like car s  in a 

F o r d  p l a n t ,  by the h i g h l y  s t r u c t u r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  or 

they are r e j e c t e d  a l t o g e t h e r  if t hey are not s u m m a r i l y  

e x e c u t e d .

F i n a l l y ,  a b o v e  the t u r m o i l  of w a r  and the q u a r ­

r e l i n g  of the two o p p o s i n g  f a c t i o n s ,  t h e r e  are two i s o l a ­

ted f i g u r e s  of s a g e s ;  A l v e a r  an d  U n a m u n o ,  "th e  t h o u g h t "  

in its p u r e s t  form, u n a f f e c t e d  by the I s s u e s  of a r a v a g ­

in g  b a t t l e  an d  in p e r m a n e n t  s e a r c h  of a t r u t h  that 

t r a n s c e n d s  m a n ' s  p a r t i e s  and e v e n t s ;  as a m a t t e r  of fact, 

the two s a g e s  s e e m  to p r e f e r  t r u t h  to men.



163

In the f i r s t  g r o u p  of A n a r c h i s t s ,  the m o s t  r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e  f i g u r e  is N e g u s ;  his p a s t — f i v e  y e a r s  in j a i l ,  

and a s e r i e s  of o r g a n i z e d  a c t s  of s a b o t a g e — h a v e  c o n f i r m e d  

h i m  in the v a l u e s  of c o u r a g e  a n d  e x e m p l a r y  p e r s o n a l  a c t i o n s .  

In the s t r e e t s  of B a r c e l o n a ,  a m o n g  the first to d e f e n d  the 

R e p u b l i c ,  he f i g h t s  the i n s u r r e c t i o n i s t  t r o o p s  w i t h  a r e ­

v o l v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  he k n o w s  w e l l  that his a c t i o n  b e a r s  no 

s u b s t a n t i a l  w e i g h t .  But in t h o s e  s t r e e t s  of B a r c e l o n a ,  he 

f i n d s  m o r e  f r a t e r n i t y  t h a n  in any C a t h e d r a l  of the city. 

V i c t o r y  is no t  his last w i s h ,  as he t h i n k s  that "if we 

b e a t e n  her e  in M a d r i d  it d oes no t  m a t t e r ;  m e n  h a v e  l i v e d  

one day as t h e i r  h e a r t s  w a n t e d  to. . . .  In s p i t e  of t h e i r  

h ate. The y  a r e  free. T h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  b e f o r e . "  (E 

199) T h e  s t e p - b y - s t e p  p o l i c y  of the C o m m u n i s t s  i r r i t a t e s  

him. P o l i t i c a l  m a n e u v e r i n g  r e v o l t s  h i m  as he is e a g e r  to 

live in full his life, h e r e  an d  n o w , or die, "If o n e  

l o s e s , "  he s a y s ,  " w e l l ,  too bad; but no r e t u r n  t i c k e t . "

(E 200)

H i s  f r i e n d  P u i g ,  lik e  K a t o w ,  in M a n 1s Fate has an 

e v e n  m o r e  r o m a n t i c  b i o g r a p h y .  D u r i n g  the F a s c i s t  r e p r e s ­

s i o n  of 193 4  he h a d  o r g a n i z e d  the a s s i s t a n c e  to the c h i l d ­

ren of S a r a g o z a ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  he h a d  e a r n e d  the c o n f i d e n c e  

of all his f r i e n d s .  E v e r y b o d y  r e c o g n i z e s  his i n c l i n a t i o n  

for s a c r i f i c e .  His f r i e n d s  felt that " P u i g  e n v i e d  his 

d e a d  c o m r a d e s ,  a l t h o u g h  he h a d  a b u r n i n g  d e s i r e  to see 

the t o m o r r o w s . "  (E 32) C o u r a g e o u s  e n o u g h  to fi g h t ,  but
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u n a b l e  to do the f i g h t i n g ,  he a t t a c k s  w i t h  a t r u c k  a p o ­

s i t i o n e d  m a c h i n e  g u n  a n d  d i e s ,  an e x e m p l a r y  d e a t h  that 

d o e s  not b r i n g  v i c t o r y .  I n e b r i a t e d  by the p r e s e n c e  of 

f r a t e r n i t y  in t h e s e  i n i t i a l  d a y s  of f i g h t i n g ,  the A n a r ­

c h i s t s  try to l i v e  in full, as t h e y  ar e  f u l l y  a w a r e  that it

c a n n o t  last for too long; that is w h y  they are as r e a d y  to 

die p u s h e d  by " e x a l t a t i o n  or v i n d i c t i v e n e s s "  as t h o s e  w h o  

are l i v i n g  the w o r l d  of t h e i r  d r e a m s  do. W h e n  r e m i n d e d  of 

the n e e d  for o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  N e g u s  a n s w e r e d ,  " T h e  p a r t i e s  are 

m a d e  for m a n ,  n o t  m a n  for the p a r t i e s .  We are not h e r e  to

m a k e  a st a t e ,  a c h u r c h ,  or an army. O n l y  m e n . "  (E 88)

E v e n  the c o n v i n c e d  C o m m u n i s t s  r e a l i z e  the a t t r a c ­

t i v e n e s s  of the A n a r c h i s t  a t t i t u d e ;  they see in it the 

h o p e s  and the d r e a m s  of an a d o l e s c e n t  age, p u r e  and u n o b ­

s t r u c t e d  by the p r e s s u r e  of the m o m e n t ' s  e x i g e n c i e s .  "The 

A n a r c h i s t s "  c o n f e s s e s  the C o m m u n i s t  M a n u e l ,  " T h a t ' s  a 

w o r l d  that m a k e s  y o u r  h e a d  d i z z y  . . .  It is i m p o r t a n t  to 

k n o w  wha t  N e g u s '  f r i e n d s  th i n k ;  the i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  is the 

fact that m i l l i o n s  of p e o p l e ,  m i l l i o n s  tha t  a r e  not A n a r ­

c h i s t s ,  t h i n k  the w a y  t hey do . ," " a b o u t  w a r  and

l i f e , "  c o n c l u d e s  the s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  G a r c i a .  (E 208)

Th e  p r e s s u r e  of the m o m e n t ' s  e x i g e n c i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

k e p t  m o u n t i n g  m o r e  and m o r e  as the i n e f f i c i e n c y  of the 

A n a r c h i s t s  did not sto p  F r a n c o ' s  a r m i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as 

t h e i r  n u m b e r  d i m i n i s h e d  s t e a d i l y  in e x e m p l a r y  i n d i v i d u a l  

acts. C o u r a g e  s t i l l  r e m a i n e d  t h e i r  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d
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f e a t u r e .  W h e n  L e c l e r c ,  an o l d - t i m e  A n a r c h i s t ,  r e t u r n s  

fro m  an u n a c c o m p l i s h e d  b o m b i n g  m i s s i o n  b e c a u s e  he is 

s c a r e d  by the e n e m i e s '  fire p o w e r ,  he c a n n o t  live w i t h  the 

s h a m e  he t h o u g h t  he h a d  b r o u g h t  w i t h  him, he d e g e n e r a t e s  

a n d  e n d s  in d i s g r a c e .  N e g u s  a n d  the o t h e r s  w h o  ha d  s u r ­

v i v e d  a r e  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  a b s o r b e d  in the n e w  R e p u b l i c a n  

a r m y  u n d e r  the p r e s s u r e  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  n e e d s ,  an d  

t hey a c c e p t  to w o r k  w i t h  the C o m m u n i s t s .  N e g u s  p r o t e s t s ;  

" The Communists w o r k  w e l l ;  I can w o r k  w i t h  them, but to 

love them, no, I c a n n o t  . . ." (E 410) His p e r s o n a l  p r o b ­

lems a r e  s o m e t i m e s  e c l i p s e d  by the u r g e n c y  of the w ar; 

but, w h e n e v e r  they s u r f a c e ,  N e g u s  w i t h d r a w s  w i t h i n  his 

ow n  s h e l l  and finds an o u t l e t  "in v i o l e n c e  or s a c r i f i c e ,  

or in b o t h  of them, s o m e t h i n g  he w o u l d  like e v e n  m o r e . "

(E 410)

W i t h  A n a r c h i s t s  f i g h t  sid e  by s i d e  the C a t h o l i c  

m o r a l i s t s  w h o s e  c o m p e l l i n g  m o r a l  d e m a n d s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  

t h e m  on the b a t t l e f i e l d .  I n d i v i d u a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

t h e m s e l v e s ,  m o s t  of t h e m  h o p e  to f ind in the r e v o l u t i o n  

an a n s w e r  to t h e i r  p r o b l e m a t i c  c o n s c i e n c e s ,  an d  they fin d  

n o n e .  At m o s t ,  t hey e n j o y  the i n s p i r i n g  m o m e n t  of h o p e  

w h i c h  for t h e m  is the m o s t  p o w e r f u l  f o r c e  of the r e v o l u ­

tion. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e s e  c a r e e r  o f f i c e r s  l i k e  H e r n a n d e z ,  

or i n t e l l e c t u a l s  like G u e r n i c o  are e d u c a t e d  a n d  a b l e  to 

e x p r e s s  t h e i r  p r e s s i n g  i n n e r  n e e d s .
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I'
H e r n a n d e z  le e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  rtian's n o b i l ­

ity in t h o u g h t  a n d  in a c t i o n  as he t r i e s  to be n o b l e  h i m ­

s e l f  w h e n  the o c c a s i o n  a r i s e s .  It is d i s t r e s s i n g  to h i m  

to see a m o n g  the r a n k s  of the R e p u b l i c a n  a r m y  q u i t e  a few 

bum s  and a s s a s s i n s ,  s i n c e  R e v o l u t i o n  for h i m  is the f ield 

w h e r e  one can f u l f i l l  o n e ' s  e t h i c a l  n e e d s  and c o n d u c t  a 

h i g h l y  e t h i c a l  life d e s p i t e  all fears a n d  t e m p t a t i o n s .  

R e v o l u t i o n  for H e r n a n d e z  is a p e r s o n a l  A p o c a l y p s e ,  In the 

eye s  of G a r c i a ,  " w h a t  is v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  In t h e s e  h a l f -  

C h r i s t i a n s  is t h e i r  i n c l i n a t i o n  for s a c r i f i c e ;  they are 

a b l e  to m a k e  the w o r s t  m i s t a k e s ,  p r o v i d e d  that they pay 

for t h e m  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s . "  (E 207) T h e y  do e x p e c t  r e v o ­

l u t i o n ,  that g r o u n d  for b r o t h e r l y  c o m m u n i o n ,  to h e l p  

p e o p l e  be b e t t e r  ones, h e l p  t h e m  be b e t t e r  b e i n g s ,  or 

m o r a l  r e i n c a r n a t i o n s  in n e w  b e i n g s ,  to o f f e r  p e o p l e  an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  for the s a l v a t i o n  of t h e i r  own so u l s .  As 

M a l r a u x  k e e n l y  r e m a r k s ,  " l i k e  the A n a r c h i s t s ,  b u t  for d i f ­

f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  the y  w a n t  to be s o m e t h i n g " ;  (E 212) that 

is, they w a n t  to liv e  a l i f e  b a s e d  on an i n d i v i d u a l l y  

s e l e c t e d  m o r a l i t y .

F a c e d  w i t h  the r e a l i t i e s  of war, a n d  c o n c r e t e l y ,  

the p r o b l e m  of s t o p p i n g  F r a n c o ' s  a r m i e s ,  H e r n a n d e z  is 

f o r c e d  to c h a n g e  or die. Yet, "as l o n g  as the r e v o l u t i o n  

h a d  not b e e n  li v e d ,  he t h o u g h t  so m u c h  that the o p p o s i t e  

wa s  t r u e , "  (E 213) Th e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  G a r c i a  e x p l a i n s ,  

" Y o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  H e r n a n d e z  is lost in a d v a n c e .  . . .  It is
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a c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  w h a t  y o u  see an d  w h a t  y o u  u s e d  to 

d r e a m .  R e m e m b e r  that a c t i o n  is t h o u g h t  in t e r m s  of a c ­

t i o n  . . . y o u  c a n n o t  h a v e  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a w i s h ,

a d r e a m  or an A p o c a l y p s e  . . . (E 213)

W h a t  k e e p s  H e r n a n d e z  a t t a c h e d  to the R e v o l u t i o n  is 

the c o m m o n  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  F r a n c o  a n d  his r e a d i n e s s  for s a c ­

r i f i c e ;  o t h e r w i s e ,  he is an o u t s i d e r .  As the r e v o l u t i o n  

g ets u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  the f i g h t e r s  are m o r e  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  and 

the p r e s s u r e  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  m o r e  d e m a n d i n g ,  H e r n a n ­

dez f eels a l o n e  m o r e  and m o r e ,  a l o n e l i n e s s  that f r i g h t e n s  

him. W h a t  he t h e n  w a n t e d  m o s t  was to act, a n d  not be left 

a l o n e  to die. In the m i d s t  of c o n f u s i o n ,  as he sees the 

m i l i t i a m e n  in a d i s o r d e r l y  r e t r e a t ,  he g r a b s  a m a c h i n e - g u n  

and w i t h o u t  t h i n k i n g  of a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  he h o l d s  it a g a i n s t  

h i s  s h o u l d e r  a n d  "is p e r f e c t l y  h a p p y  and f u l l . "  (E 245) 

A c t i o n  d i s s i p a t e s  his a n x i e t y .

T a k e n  p r i s o n e r ,  H e r n a n d e z  f e e l s  e x h a u s t e d ;  the 

i n n e r  c o n f l i c t  h a d  o v e r c o m e  him. " P e o p l e  w i t h  w h o m  he had 

w a n t e d  to live w e r e  g o o d  e n o u g h  for d y i n g  and, w i t h  the 

o t h e r s ,  he h a d  no d e s i r e  to l i v e . "  (E 247) H a v i n g  no ties 

w i t h  the o u t s i d e  c o m m u n i t y ,  h a v i n g  no m e m b e r s h i p  in any 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i t y ,  he is t o t a l l y  al o n e .  He r e c a l l s  

M o r e n o ' s  s e n t e n c e - - " H e r n a n d e z , r e m e m b e r ;  one d ies all 

alone, d o n ' t  f o r g e t  it!" (E 2 4 8 ) - - a s  he is p r e p a r e d  to 

die by i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  n e g l e c t i n g  a c h a n c e  to e s c a p e .

T h e r e  is o n e  s i n g l e  c o n s o l a t i o n  for him; as a C h r i s t i a n ,
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he b e l i e v e s  in the i m m o r t a l i t y  of the soul.

W a t c h i n g  the e x e c u t i o n  of h i s  c o m r a d e s  g o i n g  on 

b e f o r e  h i m  H e r n a n d e z  " r e a l i z e s  h o w  l i t t l e  the w h o l e  h u m a n  

h i s t o r y  c o u n t s  c o m p a r e d  to the i m p o r t a n c e  of a l i v i n g  

c r e a t u r e . "  (E 254) In front of the m a s s i v e  g r a v e s  H e r n a n ­

dez l e a r n s  how h i s t o r y  is m a d e ,  " o n c e  m o r e  in this l a n d  of 

w o m e n  d r e s s e d  in b l a c k ,  w i t h  the c e n t u r i e s - o l d  n a t i o n  of 

w i d o w s  r e v o l t i n g . "  (E 255)

The o t h e r  C a t h o l i c  w i t h  a p r o b l e m a t i c  c o n s c i e n c e  

is the y o u n g  w r i t e r  G u e r n i c o ,  for w h o m  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ha d  

t a k e n  the for m  of c h a r i t y ,  as G a r c i a  u s e d  to say. U n a b l e  

to f i g h t  w i t h  a gun, but r e s o l u t e  in his o p p o s i t i o n  to 

F a s c i s m ,  G u e r n i c o  s e r v e s  in a h o s p i t a l  d u r i n g  the e v a c u a ­

t i o n  of M a d r i d .  He w a s  s t a y i n g  in the c i t y  as a c h a l l e n g e  

to the t h r e a t  of d e a t h ,  to s p i t e  the F a s c i s t  t h r e a t .  He 

k n e w  f u l l  w e l l  that he w o u l d  be a m o n g  the first to be e x e ­

c u t e d  by F r a n c o ;  G u e r n i c o  h a d  d e c i d e d  to di e  as a s a c r i ­

f i c i a l  l a m b  for the S p a i n  tha t  he l o v e d  so m uch.

He felt d e e p  in his h e a r t  that he wa s  a S p a n i a r d  

a n d  he w a s  f u l l y  a t t a c h e d  to the S p a n i s h  p e o p l e .  He ha d  

s e e n  b o t h  s i d e s  of the p e o p l e ,  the o p p r e s s o r  a n d  the o p ­

p r e s s e d ,  a n d  h a d  c h o s e n  to e n d u r e  w i t h  the l a t t e r .  " T w i c e  

I h a v e  s e e n  the p e o p l e  of S p a i n , "  he s a y s  to G a r c i a ,

" T h i s  w a r  is its w a r  w h a t e v e r  m i g h t  h a p p e n ;  and, I 

w i l l  s t a y  w i t h  i t . "  (E 304) H u n d r e d s  of t h o u s a n d s  of 

p o o r  p e o p l e  a r e  s t a y i n g  in M a d r i d  r e f u s i n g  to e v a c u a t e
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the city, w a i t i n g  for the u n d e s i r a b l e  c r u s h i n g  m a r c h  of 

F r a n c o ’s l e g i o n s ,  and t h e i r  d e a t h ,  alas! An d  G u e r n i c o  

w i l l  s t a y  w i t h  them.

He is t e r r i b l y  t o r n  b e t w e e n  h i s  f aith in C h r i s t  

a nd his h a t e  for the i n s t i t u t i o n  of the S p a n i s h  C h u r c h  of 

C h r i s t  as he f e e l s  his r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as a C a t h o l i c  w r i t e r  

to the p o i n t  of g u i l t  by a s s o c i a t i o n .  He h o p e s  to a b ­

s o l v e  h i m s e l f  t h r o u g h  h i s  s e r v i c e  to the r e v o l u t i o n  of the 

p oor. He is t r y i n g  to a p p e a l  to the s o u l  of the C h u r c h  

a g a i n s t  the b o d y  of the C h u r c h :  " F o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s , "  he

s a y s ,  "I h a v e  s e e n  her, the S p a n i s h  C h u r c h ,  I h a v e  s e e n  

h e r  ri t e s ,  but h e r  s o u l  is like o u r  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  a d e s ­

e rt . . ." (E 307) F a i t h  for h i m  is not the a b s e n c e  of

l ove. H o p e  for h i m  is no t  a w o r l d  that d e m a n d s  the a d o r a ­

t i o n  of a g o l d e n  c r u c i f i x  c a l l e d  T h e  C h r i s t  of the W e a l t h y , 

a w o r l d  o r d e r  " w h e r e  n o t h i n g  is h e a r d ,  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  w h o  

s u f f e r  h i d e  t h e m s e l v e s  to w e e p ! "  (E 308) An d  he c o n t i n u e s :  

"She is a l i v e ;  t h e r e  is no p l a c e  in the w o r l d  

w h e r e  o n e  c o u l d  say that the W o r d  has b e e n  p r e s e n t ;  s o o n  

we w i l l  l e a r n  t h a t  h e r e ,  in M a d r i d ,  d u r i n g  t h e s e  n i g h t s  

we h a v e  h e a r d  it. S o m e t h i n g  is b e g i n n i n g  in this 

c o u n t r y  for my C h u r c h  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  be the r e b i r t h  

of the C h u r c h . " ( E  309) It is t h r o u g h  s u f f e r i n g  that he 

e x p e c t s  that b i r t h ,  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  s u f f e r i n g  m a s s e s  t hat  

h a v e  r e v o l t e d  an d  p r e f e r r e d  to die. A n d  now, t hese  

m a s s e s  h a v e  r e j e c t e d  the C h u r c h  for a n o t h e r  c o m m u n i o n ,
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d e e p e r  a n d  m o r e  m e a n i n g f u l  t h a n  the r i t u a l  c e r e m o n i e s  of 

the t h o u s a n d  e x i s t i n g  C h u r c h e s  a l l  o v e r  the c o u n t r y .

T a l k i n g  to G a r c i a ,  G u e r n i c o  e x c l a i m s :

A g a i n s t  the C h u r c h ,  I l e a n  in full on my f a i t h
. . . (E 308)
- W h e r e  are y o u  g o i n g  to f i n d  the C h u r c h  of y o u r  

f a i t h ?
- L o o k  in the p o o r  h o u s e s ,  or in the h o s p i t a l s ,  at 

t his [same] m o m e n t ,  t h e r e  ar e  p r i e s t s  w i t h o u t  a 
c o l l a r ,  in s i m p l e  g i l l e t s  of P a r i s i a n  w a i t e r s ,  all 
too b u s y  t a k i n g  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  g i v i n g  the last u n c ­
tion, m a y b e  e v e n  b a p t i z i n g .  . . .

An d  he c o n t i n u e d :
- G o d  k n o w s ,  t h e r e  a r e  t r i a l s  the p r i e s t h o o d  has to 

go t h r o u g h ;  but I b e l i e v e  that the p r i e s t h o o d  
m u s  t b e c o m e  d i f f i c u l t  .

A n d  a s e c o n d  la t e r :  M a y b e  lik e  the life of e v e r y
C h r i s t i a n .  (E 310)

N e i t h e r  H e r n a n d e z ,  n o r  G u e r n i c o ,  b e l o n g e d  to a 

c o m m u n i t y  of t h e i r  o w n  a n y m o r e .  H e r n a n d e z  was a c a r e e r  

o f f i c e r  w h o  a b a n d o n e d  his c o l l e a g u e s  to d e f e n d  a c a u s e  

that he felt d e s e r v e d  h i s  l o y a l t y ;  but, as he r e a l i z e d  

l a t e r  on, p e o p l e  that he m e t  w e r e  no t  t h o s e  w h o m  he c o u l d  

u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  liv e  at p e a c e  w i t h .  G u e r n i c o ,  ha d  a b a n ­

d o n e d  his C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ;  as such, he w a s  out of the 

f r a m e w o r k  of that s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  its c o m m u n i t y .

The w o r l d  he ha d  j o i n e d ,  w i t h  all the e n t h u s i a s m  that i n ­

s p i r e d  him, wa s  not ye t  an o r g a n i z e d  c o m m u n i t y .  It w a s  not 

a b l e  to w i n  for i t s e l f ,  a n d  for him, the l i f e  the y  w e r e  

f i g h t i n g  for. T h e r e  w a s  a p r o b l e m a t i c  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h o u t  

a s o l u t i o n  in s i g h t ;  it s i m p l y  w o u l d  not fade a w a y  in 

f r o n t  of the o v e r w h e l m i n g  b r u t e  f o r c e  of r e a l i t y .

S l o w l y ,  b u t  s u r e l y ,  b o t h  H e r n a n d e z  an d  G u e r n i c o  are
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d o o m e d  to die for l a c k  of a f u t u r e  In t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  

E d u c a t e d ,  c o u r a g e o u s ,  le d  by t h e i r  w e l l - r o o t e d  m o r a l  

q u a l m s ,  they f i g h t  a g a i n s t  a p e r i l  tha t  e n d a n g e r s  the 

e x i s t e n c e  of a s o c i e t y  w h i c h  s e e m s  to h o l d  s o m e  p r o m i s e  

for them.

The I t a l i a n  S c a l i ,  the F r e n c h  M a g n i n ,  the S p a n i s h  

S e m b r a n o ,  t h e y  are all u n i t e d  in d e f e n d i n g  v a l u e s  they 

c o n s i d e r  to be u n i v e r s a l .  B o r n  in d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  

h ere in S p a i n  they f i g h t  for the c o m m o n  c a u s e  of h u m a n i t y ,  

the real m o t h e r l a n d  of t h e m  all,

Sc a l i ,  an art h i s t o r i a n ,  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  w e l c o m e d  in 

c i r c l e s  w h e r e  c u l t u r e  is r e s p e c t e d .  C o m m a n d i n g  an a r m y  

unit or s h o w i n g  m u s c l e  in the t u r m o i l  of w a r  is no t  hi s  

f o r t e ; he is too s e n s i t i v e  to be r o u g h  a n d  rude. E v e n  

d u r i n g  the b o m b i n g  of e n d m y  c o l u m n s ,  he f e e l s  a n e e d  to 

r e t u r n  b a c k  to the a i r f i e l d  as s o o n  as he s e e s  the M o o r s  

r e t r e a t i n g ;  k i l l i n g  a f l e e i n g  s o l d i e r  is not m o r a l l y  a c ­

c e p t a b l e  to him. As an i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  he is no t  a t t r a c t e d  

by the use of p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  in s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e s .  On 

the c o n t r a r y ,  he e a s i l y  e n g a g e s  in e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  as he 

i n s i s t s  on his i n t e l l e c t u a l  n e e d  to c o n v i n c e  the c o n v e r -  

ser. A n d  now, in the m i d s t  of t his m a d  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  w h a t  

f r i g h t e n s  h i m  is n o t  the f u t u r e ,  but p r e c i s e l y  this a t r o ­

c i o u s  p r e s e n t  w h e r e  "he s a w  the p h y s i o l o g i c a l  e l e m e n t  of 

w a r  g r o w i n g  an d  g a i n i n g  g r o u n d  in m a n y  of his b e s t  

f r i e n d s ,  a n d  w h i c h  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  k n o c k i n g  h i m  out . . .
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He r e a l l y  did nfct k n o w  an y  m o r e  w h e r e  he w a s . "  (E 317)

For m o n t h s  S c a l i  w a s  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  was g o i n g  on, 

as he d e t e c t e d  the w a r  t e c h n i c i a n s  t a k i n g  o v e r  e v e r y t h i n g .  

"He a d m i r e d  the f i g h t e r s ,  d i s t r u s t e d  the m i l i t a r y  a n d  d e ­

t e s t e d  the w a r - 1  i k e r s ," (E 422) Now, h e r e  he is, l i v i n g  

in a w o r l d  that he can no t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d  yet f i g h t i n g  for 

it. All his l i f e  he h a d  t r i e d  to c o n c e i v e  of a " n o t i o n  of 

m a n "  that he h a d  h e a r d ,  r e a d  a n d  w r i t t e n  a b o u t .  Wha t  he 

w a s  d i s c o v e r i n g  th e r e ,  in t h i s  S p a n i s h  C i v i l  War, w a s  the 

s u r p r i s i n g  t r u t h  a b o u t  that " n o t i o n  of m a n , "  face to face 

w i t h  m a n  c o m m i t t e d  to a s t r u g g l e  of l ife a n d  de a t h :  " T h e r e

w a s  c o u r a g e  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y - - a n d  t h e r e  was p h y s i o l o g y .

T h e r e  w e r e  [ i n d i v i d u a l ]  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s - - and t h e r e  w e r e  

m a s s e s .  T h e r e  w a s  p o l i t i c s — a n d  t h e r e  w a s  m o r a l i t y . "

(E 423) W h e r e  w a s  he, a n d  w h a t  wa s  he r e a l l y  d o i n g  t h e r e ?  

T h e  q u e s t i o n s  k e p t  c o m i n g  b a c k  to his m i n d  as he wa s  t r y ­

ing to c l a r i f y  for h i m s e l f  one f u n d a m e n t a l  w i s d o m :  first,

I m u s t  k n o w  w h a t  I am t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  He is c o n f u s e d .

M a g n l n  is m o r e  a c t i o n - p r o n e  t h a n  S c a l i ;  he, too, 

h o w e v e r ,  is c a u g h t  in the c o n f l i c t  of war. He w a n t s  

p e o p l e  to f i g h t  a n d  die for w h a t  the y  b e l i e v e  and not for 

a t e c h n i q u e  or a d i s c i p l i n e .  D e e p l y  f e e l i n g  the w a r m t h  

of ' c a m a r a d e r i e '  in w a r ,  he h a d  s u c c e e d e d  in b e i n g  a c ­

c e p t e d  as l e a d e r  by his c o m r a d e s  in the a v i a t i o n ,  and 

wa s  r e s p e c t e d  for his u n s w e r v i n g  l o y a l t y  to r e v o l u t i o n .

He is not a C o m m u n i s t  and, as the C o m m u n i s t  d o m i n a n c e
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g a i n s  g r o u n d ,  he f e e l s  left a s i d e .  One j u d g m e n t  by the 

C o m m u n i s t  C o m l s s a r  E n r i q u e  r i n g s  c o n s t a n t l y  In h i s  ears; 

" A l l  the M a g n i n s  a n d  the G a r c i a s  of the w o r l d  a r e  less 

i m p o r t a n t  to me t h a n  one m e m b e r  of the [ C o m m u n i s t ]  p a r t y . "  

(E 158) Tha t  is d e p r e s s i n g  to him. M a g n i n  a d m i r e s  the 

e n e r g y  of the C o m m u n i s t s ,  of t h o s e  w h o  ar e  o r g a n i z i n g  the 

Ar m y ,  as he e n d s  up f i n d i n g  h i m s e l f  h e l p l e s s  in f r o n t  of 

t h o s e  w h o  t h i n k  of the a c t i o n  as j u s t  an a c t i o n  a n d  not 

an act of j u s t i c e .  F i n a l l y ,  for the s a k e  of that a c t i o n ,  

he is f o r c e d  to a d a p t  the t e c h n i q u e s  of e f f i c i e n c y .  W h a t  

k e p t  h i m  g o i n g  is that b r o t h e r l y  f a t a l i t y  in w h i c h  he 

f o u n d  h i m s e l f  u n i t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  a i r m e n ,  a n d - - i n  the case 

of the f a r m e r  w h o  r e p o r t e d  the p r e s e n c e  of the h i d d e n  

e n e m y  a i r c r a f t s — that " i n s p i r i n g  i d e a l  t h a t  p u s h e s  men to 

fi g h t  an d  a c c e p t  d e a t h  for the s a k e  of s o m e t h i n g  that is 

not in t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t . "  (E 450)

S e m b r a n o  goe s  f u r t h e r  t h a n  M a g n i n ;  he j o i n s  the 

C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y .  E n t e r i n g  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i t y ,  he 

r e s o l v e s  m o s t  of his p r o b l e m s  as he n o w  a c c e p t s  the p o l i c y  

of his ow n  p a r t y .  At h e a r t ,  he has r e m a i n e d  a p a c i f i s t .  

W h e n e v e r  he is in a b o m b i n g  m i s s i o n ,  he t r i e s  to r e s o l v e  

hi s  e t h i c a l  p r o b l e m s  by r i s k i n g  h i s  life in low f l i g h t s ,  

h o p i n g  that this wa y  he w o u l d  s p a r e  the u n n e c e s s a r y  

c i v i l i a n  v i c t i m s .  Tha t  o p t i o n  w a s  s t i l l  l e f t  o p e n  to 

hi m  and he w a s  u s i n g  it as a s a f e t y  v a l v e  of a b o i l i n g  

c a u l d r o n .



O t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a d v a n c e d  in t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  

f o r m a t i o n  m o r e  tha n  the M a g n i n s  and the S e m b r a n o s .  A l l  o 

them, h o w e v e r ,  a c c e p t e d  m o r e  f u l l y  the l o g i c  of w a r  a n d  

its i n h e r e n t  e x i g e n c i e s .  Two f i g u r e s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  p r o m  

i n e n t  in this c a t e g o r y  of m i l i t a n t s ;  m e n  w h o  w e n t  all out 

for a c t i o n  a n d  v i c t o r y  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n i n g  the v a l u e s  of 

e i t h e r  one, but w i t h o u t  s u c c e e d i n g  in t o t a l l y  s u p p r e s s i n g  

t h e i r  e t h i c a l  q u a l m s .  T h e y  ar e  G a r c i a  of the A r m y  i n t e l ­

l i g e n c e ,  an e t h n o l o g i s t  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  w i t h  a t e n d e n c y  

for p r e c i s i o n  an d  l o g i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n ,  a n d  M a n u e l ,  a s o u n d  

e n g i n e e r  and m u s i c  lov e r ,  w h o s e  s t a t u r e  g r o w s  w i t h  the 

g r o w t h  of the S p a n i s h  R e p u b l i c a n  Army.

G a r c i a  is not a C o m m u n i s t .  He is w i t h  the C o m m u ­

ni s t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  in the f i e l d  of a c t i o n .  He w o r k s  w i t h  

t hem b e c a u s e  he r e c o g n i z e s  all t h e i r  v i r t u e s  of d i s c i ­

p l i n e d  a c t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  he doe s  not s e e m  to see a n y t h i n g  

els e  in the C o m m u n i s t s ,  he c o o p e r a t e s  w i t h  t h e m  in full 

in o r d e r  to a c h i e v e  t h e  m a i n  p u r p o s e  that he has set b e ­

fore h i m s e l f :  n a m e l y ,  to s t o p  F r a n c o .  E v e r y t h i n g  that

goe s  a g a i n s t  this c o u r s e  of a c t i o n  is not a c c e p t a b l e  to 

h i m  as he t h i n k s  of the s i t u a t i o n  in c o n c r e t e  terms:

" w h a t  is the use of this or that in o u r  fight a g a i n s t  

F r a n c o ? "  He is c o n v i n c e d  that the w a r  w i l l  be a t e c h n i ­

c a l  one, f o u g h t  by t e c h n i c i a n s ,  the o n l y  o n e s  c a p a b l e  of 

w i n n i n g .  For G a r c i a  " t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  is the s e q u e n c e  of 

an i n s u r r e c t i o n  d i r e c t e d  by e x p e r t s  ( p o l i t i c a l ,  t e c h n i c a l
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or w h a t e v e r  y o u  w i s h )  f o u n d  in the s t r u g g l e ,  a n d  a b l e  to 

r a p i d l y  s u b s t i t u t e  w i t h  a n e w  s t r u c t u r e  the d e s t r o y e d  

o n e . "  (E 1 1 6 - 1 1 7 )  N o t h i n g  of the e n t h u s i a s m  e n c o u n t e r e d  

all a r o u n d  the c o u n t r y  e n t e r s  i n t o  this c o n c e p t .  For 

G a r c i a ,  there is e s s e n t i a l l y  a c h a i n  of c a u s e  and e f f e c t  

b a s e d  on c o n c r e t e  c o n d i t i o n s  and f o l l o w i n g  a s t r i c t  l o g i c  

of e v e n t s ;  in sh o r t ,  t h e r e  is a t e c h n i c a l  w a r  to be fo u g h t 

- - a n d  won.

The m o d e r n  h i s t o r y  of S p a i n  w i t h  its t u m u l t u o u s  

y e a r s  of a t t e m p t e d ^ s o c i a l  r e f o r m s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  G a r c i a  to 

the c o n c l u s i o n  that no s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  are p o s s i b l e  w i t h  

p e a c e f u l  m e a n s ,  m u c h  less are r e v o l u t i o n s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  

v i o l e n t  a c t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w a r  is i n e v i t a b l e .  S i n c e  w a r  

is f o u g h t  w i t h  m o d e r n  w e a p o n r y  a n d  m o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a 

r o m a n t i c  m i l i t i a m a n  c a n  do l i t t l e  a g a i n s t  a tank, and 

p e a s a n t  b a t t a l i o n s  h a s t i l y  put t o g e t h e r  c a n n o t  r e s i s t  the 

fear of a t r a i n e d  a v i a t i o n .  O n e  c a n n o t  f i g h t  an a r m y  w i t h  

a w i s h  or a d r e a m .

G a r c i a ' s  c o l d  l o g i c  f o s t e r s  no i l l u s i o n s  that the 

A p o c a l y p s e  of the d i s o r g a n i z e d  m a s s e s  w i l l  d i e  as s o o n  as 

e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  r e a l i t y  m e e t .  N o r  w i l l  the s t r e s s  on the 

v a l u e  of m o r a l  p r o b l e m s  h a v e  any e f f e c t  on the o p e r a t i o n s  

of f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ;  w o r l d  a f f a i r s  are c o n d u c t e d  on the 

b a s i s  of c o l d  e g o t i s t i c  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  T h e  s e c r e t  of 

v i c t o r y ,  for G a r c i a ,  r e s i d e s  o n l y  in the d i s c i p l i n e d  

a c t i o n  that t h e s e  p e o p l e  of S p a i n  w i l l  be a b l e  to take
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a nd c a r r y  out. It is for this p u r p o s e  that G a r c i a  i n s i s t s  

on " o r g a n i z i n g  the A p o c a l y p s e , "  on s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  

w h i c h  is s i m p l y  a t e c h n i q u e  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r ,  a n d  " w h i c h  

g i v e s  c o l l e c t i v e  g r o u p s  w h o  e n g a g e  in f i g h t i n g  t h e i r  h i g h ­

est e f f i c i e n c y . "  (E 117)

G a r c i a  d i s a p p r o v e s  of the A n a r c h i s t s '  d e t e r m i n a ­

tion to m a k e  R e v o l u t i o n  the w a y  of life, pe r  s e , for the 

s i m p l e  r e a s o n  that all e n d s  i n e v i t a b l y  in d e a t h ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  

no v i c t o r y  is p o s s i b l e .  Yet, he u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e i r  n e e d  

for f r a t e r n i t y  v e r y  w e l l  and he p r e f e r s  it o v e r  the C o m m u ­

ni s t  p a s s i o n  for h i e r a r c h y .  It is the s ame for the F a s ­

cists; w h a t  G a r c i a  r e s e n t s  the m o s t  in t h e m  Is t h e i r  g r e a t  

p r i d e  " i n  the y o u n g  h e r o e s  of a s u p e r i o r  r a c e  w h o  d e f e n d  

their I d e a l s  a g a i n s t  a p o p u l a c e  that has g o n e  m a d . "  (E 

206)

It is not w i t h o u t  i n n e r  c o n f l i c t ,  t h o u g h ,  that 

G a r c i a  has g i v e n  his t o t a l  s u p p o r t  to the C o m m u n i s t s .  As 

he p u s h e s  a h e a d  t o w a r d s  the a c h i e v e m e n t  of h i s  g oal, he 

p a u s e s  to e v a l u a t e  the c h a n g e s  that ar e  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  To 

the C o m m u n i s t  P r a d a s  , wh o  r e j e c t s  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of p o l ­

itics n u r t u r e d  by m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  G a r c i a  r e p l i e s  that 

"th e  c o m p l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  m a y b e  the d r a m a  of the r e v o l u t i o n ,  

is that o n e  c a n n o t  do w i t h o u t .  . . (C 204) E v e n t u a l l y ,

G a r c i a  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  all the b e s t i a l i t y  tha t  w a r  had 

b r o u g h t  to S p a i n  w i l l  not d i s a p p e a r  so e a s i l y ;  p e o p l e  

h a v e  c h a n g e d — t h e i r  m i n d s ,  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ,  t h e i r  n a t u r e  —
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a n d  he w o n d e r s  w h a t  w a r  w a s  g o i n g  to do to him. W i l l  he 

be a b l e  to r e c u p e r a t e  f r o m  that fall that the a r m e d  c o n ­

flict h a d  b r o u g h t  u p o n  h i m ?  A l l  a r o u n d  h i m  G a r c i a  w i t ­

n e s s e d  v i o l e n c e ,  d e a t h ,  t r e a s o n ,  and d e s t r u c t i o n .  He wa s  

f u l l y  a w a r e  of the s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the p ro- 

F a s c i s t  e l e m e n t s  i n s i d e  M a d r i d - - t h e  i l l - f a m e d  F i f t h  C o l u m n  

- - b u t  he r e s t r a i n e d  h i m s e l f  f r o m  u n l e a s h i n g  the m a s s e s  m a d ­

d e n e d  by s u f f e r i n g ;  he k n e w  w h a t  it m e a n t  to t empt the 

b e a s t  in man. He did not a p p r o v e  of the use of t o r t u r e ,  

a l t h o u g h  for the C o m m u n i s t s  it wa s  a p r e f e r a b l e  w e a p o n  

t hat c o u l d  h e l p  b r i n g  t h e m  v i c t o r y .  F i n a l l y ,  a l m o s t  

b r o k e n  by the h e a v y  b u r d e n  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  G a r c i a  w h o 

did no t  j o i n  the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  w h o  did not h a v e  a c o m ­

m u n i t y  of h i s  own, r e m a i n i n g  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  is s a d d e n e d  by 

the i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of the u n d e s i r a b l e  r e s u l t s  that war 

w o u l d  b r i n g  to Spain. D i a l o g u i n g  w i t h  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e ,  

he u t t e r s :  " W h a t e v e r  d i r e c t i o n  this w a r  w i l l  take w h e n

it's o v e r  w i t h a l l  t h i s  h a t r e d ,  w h a t  p e a c e  c o u l d  be p o s ­

s i b l e  h e r e ?  And, w h a t  is this w a r  m a k i n g  of me? He r e ­

m e m b e r e d  that m e n  a s k  t h e m s e l v e s  q u e s t i o n s  that dea l  w i t h  

m o r a l i t y ,  s h o o k  his head, t o o k  his pipe, g o t  up w i t h  d i f ­

f i c u l t y  and w e n t  to the S e c t i o n  of the S e c u r i t y . "  (E 301) 

U n l i k e  G a r c i a ,  M a n u e l  is a m e m b e r  of the C o m m u n i s t  

P a r t y ;  as s u c h  he is f u l l y  c o m m i t t e d  to the p r o g r a m  of 

this p a r t y ,  a n d  is t o t a l l y  o b e d i e n t  to h i s  P a r t y ' s  

i n s t r u c t i o n s .  At war, he a c t s  as if he w e r e  an
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i n t e l l i g e n t  " c o m p u t e r " :  "We m u s t  m a k e  the n e w  S p a i n ! "

the P a r t y  ha s  s a i d ,  and that is an o r d e r  M a n u e l  has t a k e n  

s e r i o u s l y  an d  w i l l  do e v e r y t h i n g  he c a n  to f u l f i l l .  A s ­

s i s t a n t  to an e x p e r i e n c e d  c o m m a n d e r ,  t h i s  t h i r t y  y e a r  o l d 

y o u n g  m a n  is r a t h e r  s e r i o u s  for his age. W i t h  a s t u b b o r n ­

n e s s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of all C o m m u n i s t  m a k i n g ,  he w o r k s  

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  an d  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  in o r d e r  to k n o w  the 

w o r l d  in w h i c h  he h a s  p l a c e d  al l  his h o p e s - - t h e  w o r l d  of 

war. He wa s  l e a r n i n g  not to m i x  up his d r e a m s  w i t h  w h a t  

he r e a l l y  wa s  d o i n g .  He w a s  a c q u i r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i ­

e n c e ,  a n d  the m a t u r i t y  that c o m e s  w i t h  it. He w a s  

c h a n g i n g  m o r e  and m o r e  e v e r y d a y ,  as the c r u e l t y  of the 

w a r  fist s h o c k e d  him, t h e n  c o n d i t i o n e d  h i m  an d  u l t i m a t e l y  

l e f t  h i m  i n s e n s i t i v e .  M a n u e l  " w a s  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  

a w a r e  t h a t  w a r  m e a n t  m a k i n g  the i m p o s s i b l e  by p u t t i n g  a 

s c o r c h i n g  red i r o n  d e e p  i nto the l i v i n g  [human] f l e s h . "

(E 93) D i s c i p l i n e d  by n a t u r e  and e n d o w e d  w i t h  a d e e p l y -  

felt s e n s e  of e f f i c i e n c y ,  the f o r m e r  m u s i c i a n ,  j o i n e d  a 

c a r e e r  a r m y  c o l o n e l  in o r d e r  to l e a r n  f r o m  h i m  the art of 

m a k i n g  war. O n c e  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of l e a d i n g  his u n i t s  

w a s  a c c e p t e d ,  the m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  that d e r i v e d  from it 

b e c a m e  a c o n c r e t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  a l e a d e r  ha d  to w i n ,  or 

die. U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  n o t h i n g  e l s e  c o u n t s  m o r e ;  

o n e  s h o u l d  t h i n k  c o n c r e t e l y ,  an d  for M a n u e l ,  " n o w  e v e n  

h u m a n  b e i n g s  do n o t  c o u n t  any m o r e  for w h a t  t h e y  are, 

but w h a t  t h e y  can do. (E 166)
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L i k e  G a r c i a ,  M a n u e l  t h i n k s  that c o u r a g e  is a 

m a t t e r  of o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  an d  that no c o l l e c t i v e  c o u r a g e  

h a s  any w e i g h t  a g a i n s t  the m o d e r n  m a c h i n e - g u n  and a i r ­

p l a n e s ,  u n l e s s  that c o u r a g e  is o r g a n i z e d  a n d  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  

m a c h i n e - g u n s  and a i r p l a n e s .  As a m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  he 

t h i n k s  that one s h o u l d  r ely on the c o n f i d e n c e  of the m i l ­

i t a r y  u n i t s  u n d e r  c o m m a n d ,  a p r o b l e m  that he has r e s o l v e d  

w i t h  his m e m b e r s h i p  in the P a r t y ,  a s t r i c t l y  s t r u c t u r e d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  As a C o m m u n i s t ,  he t h i n k s  in c o n c r e t e  

ter m s ,  and as the w a r  p r o g r e s s e s ,  he l e a r n s  m o r e  a b o u t  

it. He a c q u i r e s  e s p e c i a l l y  " p r u d e n c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

a b i l i t i e s ,  s t u b b o r n n e s s  an d  r i g i d i t y  at w o r k .  He l e a r n s  

to p o s s e s s  all this, r a t h e r  than s i m p l y  to c o n c e i v e  of 

it." (E 219)

T h e  i n s i s t e n c e  on the c o n c r e t e  a s p e c t s  of the 

p r o b l e m  by the C o m m u n i s t  M a n u e l  b r i n g s  a s t r e s s  on the 

o b j e c t  p e r  s e , e x c l u d i n g  the q u a l i t y  a s p e c t  of it. 

M a n - s o l d i e r ,  the n  b e c o m e s  a s o 1 d i e r - o b j e c t  that p r e ­

c l u d e s  the h u m a n  q u a l i t y  of m an. T r a n s l a t e d  into r eal 

te r m s ,  that c o n c e p t  b r i n g s  M a n u e l  to the p o s i t i o n  of 

j u d g e  a n d  e x e c u t i o n e r  of h i s  ow n  t r o o p e r s .  T h o s e  w h o  

p a n i c k e d  w e r e  e x e c u t e d  as t h e r e  w a s  no r o o m  left for 

h u m a n  w e a k n e s s  a n d  f r a i l t y .  In a p a n i c k i n g  a r m y  unit, 

the e x e c u t i o n  of the d e s e r t e r s  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  to be the 

first p o s i t i v e  e l e m e n t ,  a n d  M a n u e l  u s e d  it. As a m i l i ­

tary l e a d e r ,  M a n u e l  w a s  p a y i n g  his d e b t  to his c o m m a n d i n g
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r o l e  in h u m a n  li v e s ,  as he s o o n  r e a l i z e d  that " n e v e r  in 

h i s  l i f e  had he felt so m u c h  n e e d  to c h o s e  b e t w e e n  v i c t o r y

a n d  p i t y  [for d y i n g  h u m a n s ] "  (E 382) T h a t  c h o i c e ,  h o w ­

ever, h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  m a d e  for him:

I am d e t e r m i n e d  to s e r v e  my pa r t y ,  and w i l l  not
a l l o w  m y s e l f  to sto p  b e c a u s e  of my p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
r e a c t i o n s .  I a m  a m a n  w i t h o u t  a s e n s e  of gu i l t .
. . . But, l i s t e n  to me [he wa s  t a l k i n g  to his
c o m m a n d e r  X i m e n e s ]  t h e r e  is not on e  s i n g l e  step
u p w a r d  that I h a v e  m a d e  to i n c r e a s e  my e f f i c i e n c y ,  
to i m p r o v e  my l e a d e r s h i p  that has not s e p a r a t e d  me 
m o r e  f r o m  o t h e r  men. I am b e c o m i n g  less an d  less 
h u m a n  e v e r y d a y  . . ." (E 402)

R e m o v e d  f r o m  the w o r l d  of h u m a n i t y ,  M a n u e l  d e v e l ­

ope d  a c l o s e r  a t t a c h m e n t  to a n i m a l s ;  a b i g  G e r m a n  s h e p h e r d  

dog w a s  his i n s e p a r a b l e  c o m p a n i o n .  He r e v i e w e d  from a 

s t a n d  hi s  u n i t s  l e a v i n g  for the front and, as he l o o k e d  

at t h o s e  faces w h o  had a c c e p t e d  d y i n g  u n d e r  his c o m m a n d ,  

he r e a l i z e d  for the first t i m e  in full, that he w a s  d i ­

r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e i r  liv e s .  O n  one p o i n t  he w a s  

sure: he was no t  g o i n g  to let t h e m  d o w n ,  for an y  r e a s o n

w h a t s o e v e r .  T h a t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  b r o u g h t  h i m  b a c k  to the 

f i e l d  of a c t i o n ,  to the e x i g e n c i e s  of the war, to the 

s u p r e m e  v a l u e s  of e f f i c i e n c y ,  d i s c i p l i n e  and o b e d i e n c e  

to the P a r t y .

Yet, M a n u e l  wa s  d i s t u r b e d  by h i s  past. W a l k i n g  

a l o n e  w i t h  his do g  in the d e s e r t e d  s t r e e t s  of B r i h u e g a ,  

he h e a r d  c o m i n g  fro m  a h a l f - d e s t r o y e d  h o u s e  the n o t e s  of 

a r o m a n c e  p l a y e d  on a p i a n o  by a m i l i t i a m a n .  T h e r e  s e e m e d  

to be t h r e e  p i a n o s ,  p l a y e d  w i t h  one f i n g e r  by t h r e e
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m i l i t i a m e n .  Not o n e  of t h e m  p l a y e d  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l e  

b u t  a r o m a n c e ,  "as if they w e r e  p l a y i n g  the i n f i n i t e  s a d ­

n e s s  of t h e  d e s t r o y e d  t r u c k s  all o v e r  the s l o p e s  of 

B r i h u e g a  . . . t r y i n g  to r e a c h  a c o l o r l e s s  s k y . "  (E 497)

He did not feel l i k e  p l a y i n g ;  he w a n t e d  to l i s t e n  and be 

l e f t  a l o n e  in the s t r e e t s  of this c o n q u e r e d  town. He wa s  

r e a l i z i n g  h o w  the w o r l d  l i v e s  and l ife a d v a n c e s  u n d i s ­

t u r b e d  an d  a b o v e  the d a i l y  h u m a n  w o r r i e s  and s u f f e r i n g s ,  

as If it w a n t e d  to t e s t i f y  to the m e a n i n g l e s s n e s s  of m a n ’s 

a c t i o n  in that w o r l d .

In the d i n i n g - r o o m  of his B r i g a d e  he l o c a t e d  the 

r e c o r d s  of G a r t n e r ,  the G e r m a n  c o m m i s s a r ,  and found the 

B e e t h o v e n  S y m p h o n i e s  and L e s  Ad i e u x . M a n u e l  felt that 

m u s i c  r i g h t  a w a y ;  m a n ' s  n o b l e  art of h a r m o n i o u s  s o u n d s  wa s 

w e a k e n i n g  his p r e s e n t  w i l l  for a c t i o n  and t h r o w i n g  h i m  

b a c k  to the p a s t .  X i m e n e s  u s e d  to say, " p r o b a b l y  he had 

f o u n d  lif e  a g a i n . "  CE 497) M a y b e  on the d a y  w h e n  the 

s o u n d s  of t h e s e  c a n o n s  w i l l  s t o p  t e a r i n g  the s i l e n c e  of 

t h e s e  p e a c e f u l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  M a n u e l  too, w i l l  find his 

p a s t ,  as he w i l l  b e c o m e  a n o t h e r  man ,  a M a n u e l  u n k n o w n  to 

the m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  of today. He w i l l  h a v e  the time to 

a t o p  and think, as all t h o s e  s o l d i e r s  u n d o u b t e d l y  on e  day 

w i l l ,  as the b l e e d i n g  S p a i n  h e r s e l f  w i l l  ". . . . like

t h o s e  w h o  s u d d e n l y  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  at the last 

h o u r  of t h e i r  lives, b e f o r e  they d i e . "  (E 498) W a r  w i l l  

r e m a i n  s i m p l y  a d i s c o v e r y  of o n l y  on e  f a c e t  of life:
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M a n u e l  w a s  l i s t e n i n g  for the f i r s t  tim e  to the v o i c e  
that w e i g h t e d  h e a v i e r  t h a n  m a n ' s  b l o o d ,  m o r e  d i s ­
t u r b i n g  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  on ea r t h ;  the p o s s i b i l ­
i t i e s  of t h e i r  d e s t i n y ;  and, he fel t  that [human] 
p r e s e n c e  m i x e d  w i t h  the n o i s e  of the b r o o k s  a n d  the 
s t e p s  of the p r i s o n e r s ,  d e e p  and p e r m a n e n t  as the 
b e a t i n g  of h i s  h e a r t .  (E, l a s t  p a r a g r a p h )

T h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  in this c o n f l i c t  are its 

b a c k b o n e .  T h e y  ar e  not d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to r e v o l u t i o n ,  

b u t  yet t h e y  e m e r g e  as the i n d i s p e n s a b l e  e l e m e n t s  of war . 

W h a t  is i m p o r t a n t  to the m  is a r e s p e c t  for the r u l e s  of the 

g a m e  as they a r e  c a u g h t  in the i n s o l u b l e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  of 

t r a i n i n g  m e n  for f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  m e n  on one h a n d ,  a n d  

t h e i r  c o n c e r n  for d e f e n s e ,  m a n ' s  p r e p a r a t i o n  to face the 

d a n g e r  b r o u g h t  by f i g h t i n g ,  on the o t h e r .  It all d e p e n d s  

on w h i c h  s i d e  o n e  finds o n e s e l f .  M a l r a u x ' s  m i l i t a r y  men 

a r e  r e d e e m e d  by t h e i r  c h o i c e  to sid e  w i t h  j u s t i c e ,  as 

t heir p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the w a r  ha s  an e x p l a n a t i o n  that 

t ries to j u s t i f y  it. Y e t ,  the C a t h o l i c  X i m e n e s  and the 

C o m m u n i s t  E n r i q u e  r e m a i n  p u r e  m i l i t a r i s t s .

T h e  s y m b o l  of this p u r e  m i l i t a r i s t i c  c a s t e  is the 

G e n e r a l  H e i n r i c h .  We do not k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  him, as 

w e  see h i m  c o n s t a n t l y  on the m o v e .  He a d v i s e s ,  d i r e c t s ,  

c o m m a n d s  w i t h  e x p e r t i s e .  T h e r e  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  to be any 

i n n e r  c o n f l i c t  in this m a n ' s  h e a r t .  He k n o w s  his job 

v e r y  w e l l  and d e m a n d s  that e v e r y b o d y  do the same. O f f i ­

cers, a s s i s t a n t s ,  t e l e p h o n e s ,  m aps, v i s i t s  to the f r o n t  

l i n e s ,  t e c h n i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  he k n o w s ,  

t h a t ' s  a l l  he n e e d s  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of his d u t i e s .
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P e o p l e  ar e  not s e e n  w i t h  him, a l t h o u g h  m o r t a l  h u m a n s  

a b o u n d  a r o u n d  him, an d  die e x e c u t i n g  hi s  o r d e r s .  To M a n ­

uel, w h o  s t i l l  s u f f e r s  f r o m  the h e a v y  b u r d e n  of l e a d e r ­

s hip, G e n e r a l  H e i n r i c h  h a s  the f o l l o w i n g  a d v i c e  to give:

F r o m  the d a y  that yo u  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  a c o m m a n d i n g  
p o s i t i o n  in the a r m y  of the p r o l e t a r i a t ,  y o u  h a v e  
no l o n g e r  the r i g h t  to h a v e  y o u r  o w n  soul. . .
Y o u r  h e a r t ,  y o u  c a n  k e e p  it: t h a t ' s  s o m e t h i n g
else; but y o u  m u s t  g i v e  up y o u r  soul, . . . T h e r e
a r e  l o s s e s  for e a c h  v i c t o r y  a c h i e v e d .  ♦ . . an d  n o t
o n l y  in a b a t t l e f i e l d .  . . . Now, y o u  s h o u l d  not 
e v e r  h a v e  p i t y  for a n y o n e  of y o u r  p e o p l e  that are 
lost. (E 495)

F r a t e r n i t y ,  so m u c h  d e s i r e d  in E u r o p e ,  h a d  t a k e n  the f orm 

of an o r g a n i z e d  a c t i o n ,  w h i c h  was e x p e c t e d  to p r o d u c e  its 

e f f e c t s ,  to p e r f o r m  its f u n c t i o n s ,  t_o clo s o m e t h i n g .  In 

S p a i n  t h a t  d o i n g  c o n s i s t e d  in the p r e v e n t i o n  of a t h r e a t ­

e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n  by m e a n s  of force, by c o m b a t  in w ar.

War, the i r r e v e r s i b l e  m e a n s  of e x e r t i n g  v i o l e n c e  

a n d  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  the o t h e r  p a r t y ,  is m a d e  by an o r g a n i z e d  

a n d  a r m e d  b o d y ,  w h i c h  b a s i c a l l y  r e q u i r e s  a t e c h n i q u e ,  a 

d i s c i p l i n e  and w e a p o n s .  In S p a i n  as a n y w h e r e  else, t h o s e  

w h o  p o s s e s s  the v i r t u e s  of a c t i o n  b e c o m e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  as l e a d e r s .  T h e  s t a g e  is set for a b l o o  dy 

sc e n e ,  for the t r a g i c  a n d  its impa c t .  It is set for the 

d i f f i c u l t  c h o i c e s  b e t w e e n  l i v i n g  free and r e m a i n i n g  f a i t h ­

ful to o n e ' s  t h i n k i n g  on one sid e  and t o t a l  o b e d i e n c e  to 

the n e w  a n d  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  god of e f f i c i e n c y  on the o t h e r .  

T h e r e  is no m i d d l e  w a y .  T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u l d  be a c h i e v e d  

by a P a r t y  w h o s e  job is to b u i l d  up an a rmy. As s uch,
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b o t h  P a r t y  an d  A r m y  c a r e  v e r y  l i t t l e  for j u s t i c e ,  for 

f r e e d o m ,  for m o r a l i t y .  T h e i r  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e  a n d  f o r e ­

m o s t  q u a l i t y  is e f f i c i e n c y ;  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  an d  i r r e p l a c e ­

a b l e  g o a l  is v i c t o r y .  A n y t h i n g  less t han that is d e f e a t .  

T h i s  b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  a t t i t u d e  c o u l d  o n l y  b r e e d  f a n a t i c i s m ,  

and the S p a n i s h  C i v i l  Wa r  w a s  an e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  of it. 

M a g n i n 's d r e a m  of t o t a l  f r e e d o m  a n d  his c o n v i c t i o n  that 

. . p e o p l e  c a n n o t  be a s k e d  to d i e  for t e c h n i q u e  and

d i s c i p l i n e 1' f a c e d  G a r c i a ' s  c o l d  a n d  c ruel j u d g m e n t "

. . u n d e r  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  like th e s e ,  I c a r e  less

for the r e a s o n s  w h y  p e o p l e  o f f e r  t h e i r  l i v e s  t h a n  for the 

m e a n s  of k i l l i n g  t h e i r  e n e m i e s .  . . (E 117) It is e v ­

i d e n t  that w e  h a v e  in S p a i n ,  to q u o t e  L u c i e n  G o L d m a n n ,

". . . the r e v o l u t i o n  in the p e r s p e c t i v e  of the l e a d e r s

of H a n k e o u ,  and the c o n s e q u e n c e  of that p o s i t i o n .  M a l -  

r a u x  in M a n 1 s H o p e  p r a c t i c a l l y  d e n i e s  [. . .] the r e v o l u ­

tion, that a b s o l u t e ,  p r i v i l e g e d  a n d  i n c o n t e s t a b l e  c h a r a c -
121ter, as its f i r s t  and f u n d a m e n t a l  v a l u e . "

T h e  r e s u l t  of this i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  b r i n g s  M a n u e l  

to the m o s t  c y n i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n :  "I am not i n t e r e s t e d  in

w h a t  p e o p l e  are; I am i n t e r e s t e d  in w h a t  t h e y  d o . "  (E 166) 

The f o l l o w i n g  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  H e r n a n d e z  a n d  G a r c i a  is 

v e r y  r e v e a l i n g :

- W h a t ’s the use of R e v o l u t i o n  if it d o e s  not 
h e l p  p e o p l e  to b e t t e r  t h e m s e l v e s ?  . . . Why
is it n o t  d o n e  by the m o s t  h u m a n e  k i n d  of 
p e o p l e ? - - a s k s  H e r n a n d e z .
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- B e c a u s e  the m o s t  h u m a n e  p e o p l e  do n o t  m a k e  r e v o l u ­
tion, my d e a r  f r i e n d :  t h e y  m a k e  l i b r a r i e s  and c e m ­
e t e r i e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a n s w e r s  G a r c i a .

- T h e  c e m e t e r i e s  ca n  g i v e  g o o d  e x a m p l e s ,  too. V e r y  
m u c h  so I \22

- I n  the m e a n t i m e ,  F r a n c o ' s  v i c t o r y .  (E 211)

The i m p e r a t i v e  of v i c t o r y ,  a p p e a r s  to h a v e  its 

ow n  l o g i c  in M a n  'a H o p e : to b e s o m e o n e  is w r o n g ,  t_o do

s om e  t hi ng is r i g h t .  T h e  d o i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i m p l i e s  not 

b e i n g  y o u r s e l f  bu t  w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r c e  y o u  to be.

T h a t  is w h a t  w e  c a l l  S t a l i n i s m .  P e r s o n a l  h e r o i s m  is a l ­

m o s t  e x c l u d e d .  G a r c i a  p r e a c h e s :  "To c a u s e  y o u r  own

d e a t h ,  d o e s  no t  s e r v e  a n y  p u r p o s e ,  my f r i e n d  . . . ,"

to s u r v i v e ,  "to do w h a t  o n e  can do to h e l p  the r e v o l u t i o n . "  

(E 304) V i c t o r y ,  the o n l y  t h i n g  that c o u n t s ,  has r e d u c e d  

the r o l e  of the r e v o l u t i o n  to an a c c e p t e d  h u m b l e  tas k  of

o r g a n i z i n g  the A p o c a l y p s e .  D r a f t e d ,  o b e d i e n t  a n d  d l s -
123c i p l i n e d ,  o n e  l o o k s  o n l y  for e f f i c i e n c y ,  a m e c h a n i c a  1

r e v o l u t i o n ,  a los s  of f r e e d o m ,  a n d  as M a n u e l  r e a l i z e s  it
124la t e r ,  a " l e s s  h u m a n "  s i t u a t i o n .  V i c t o r  B r o m b e r t

w r i t e s :

T h e  "to do" c o m p r o m i s e s  t h o s e  w h o  u p h o l d  it 
( G a r c i a ) ,  d e h u m a n i z e s  t h e m  ( M a n u e l ) ,  p a r t l y  or 
c o m p l e t e l y  a l i e n t a t e d  t h e m  s o o n e r  or l a t e r  f r o m  
it or f r o m  the e n t i r e  e n t e r p r i s e  ( S c a l i  and M a g n i n )
. . . If the r e s u l t  of o r g a n i z i n g  the A p o c a l y p s e  is
to let the S a d i s t s  fill the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r a n k s ,  ^
the p r e s e n t  is p a y i n g  a h e a v y  t r i b u t e  to the f u t u r e .

It a p p e a r s  t h a t  m a n y  of M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s

a r e  t r a p p e d  by the i n h e r e n t  l o g i c  of w a r .  The m o r e  o n e  is
*

c o m m i t t e d  to the c a u s e  of m a n k i n d ,  the m o r e  on e  h a s  to
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d e a l  w i t h  h u m a n  li v e s .  And, as In an y  e t h e r  fi e l d ,  an 

e x c h a n g e  Is I n v o l v e d :  y o u  w i n  or y o u  lose. H e r e ,  t h e r e

is on e  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e ,  h o w e v e r .  In a r e v o l u t i o n  yo u  dea l

w i t h  h u m a n  lives; y o u  p r o t e c t  them, but y o u  a l s o  d e s t r o y  

them, that is to say, yo u  d e s t r o y  life. T h a t  is why 

M a n u e l  b e c o m e s  " m o r e  and m o r e  s a d d e n e d ,  a n d  yet h a r s h e r  

a n d  h a r s h e r .  . . ." (E 400) At the end, he did not e v e n

h a v e  a v o i c e  to s a v e  an i n n o c e n t  v o l u n t e e r  w h o s e  life 

d e p e n d e d  on him.

If the H e i n r i c h s  w e r e  the s y m b o l  of the pure 

m i l i t a r i s t i c  ca s t e ,  the two s a g e s  of Spa i n ,  A l v e a r  and

U n a m u n o ,  are t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t .  T h e y  a r e  the p u r e  i n t e l ­

lect t r a n s c e n d i n g  the e x i g e n c i e s  of the war, in its 

p e r m a n e n t  s e a r c h  of truth.

A l v e a r ,  p r o f e s s o r  of art h i s t o r y ,  e n t r e n c h e d  in a 

r o o m  o v e r c r o w d e d  w i t h  b o o k s ,  l i v e s  the d a y s  of the C i v i l  

W a r  a m o n g  h i s  p a i n t i n g s ,  his s t a t u e t t e s  and his past.

H a l f  b l i n d  h i m s e l f ,  A l v e a r  l o o k s  at t h i s  w a r  w i t h  the 

b i t t e r n e s s  of a f a t h e r  w h o s e  o n l y  son, J a i m e ,  has lost 

his s i g h t  for it. S c a l i  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  a t t r a c t e d  by this 

a t m o s p h e r e ,  as the c a l m n e s s  of the o l d  m a n  in f r o n t  of 

the i m m i n e n t  d a n g e r  b r o u g h t  h i m  b a c k  to his ow n  real 

v a l u e s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  a r t i s t i c ,  and he w a s  p l e a s e d .

"I h a v e  w o r k e d  a c c o r d i n g  to my t r u t h , "  s a i d  

A l v e a r ,  " a n d  t o n i g h t  I a m  l i v i n g  w i t h  it. Th e  M o o r s ?

No, it d o e s  not m a t t e r .  . . as he is p r e p a r e d  to die
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as h i s  f i n a l  p r o o f  of c o n t e m p t  for the F a s c i s t s .  (E 315)

No l i v i n g  v o i c e  p o s s e s s e d  a n y  v a l u e  that n i g h t  of d e s t i n y  

w h e n  the m a r c h i n g  w a v e s  of w a r  s t i f l e d  e v e r y t h i n g ;  w i s d o m  

c o u l d  not o v e r c o m e  thi s  t r a g e d y .  " H o w e v e r ,  d i u b I c and art 

are v a l i d  for b o t h  lif e  and d e a t h , "  (E 315) c o n t i n u e d  

A l v e a r ,  as if he w a n t e d  to g i v e  all his i m p o r t a n c e  to w h a t  

t r a n s c e n d s  a l l  t e m p o r a r y  h u m a n  a c t i v i t i e s .  O u t s i d e ,  in 

the s t r e e t s  of M a d r i d ,  s t e p s  of p e o p l e  r u n n i n g  to e s c a p e ,  

d e t o n a t i o n s ,  al l  k i n d s  of n o i s e s  b r o u g h t  by fear and 

t e r r o r  s e e m e d  to m o v e  a r o u n d  S c a l i  w h o  w a s  f i x i n g  h i s  

loo k  on the i n t e n s e  e y e s  of the ol d  man. T h e r e  wa s  no 

fear of d e a t h  o n  that f a c e  w h o  f e a r e d  a l s o  the C o m m u n i s t  

v i c t o r y .  T h e  t h i n k e r  w a s  r a t h e r  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  d e a t h ,  but 

S c a l i  w a s  s o m e w h a t  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  a l l  that. He wa s  c o n ­

s t a n t l y  in a c t i o n ,  and d i d  not t h i n k  of d e a t h  a n y m o r e ,  

u n l e s s  as a d uel: one w i n s  or l o s e s  w i t h  it.

The n o i s e  of a m a c h i n e - g u n  b r o k e  the s i l e n c e  of 

the r o o m  an d  b r o u g h t  r e a l i t y  i n s i d e .  A l v e a r  q u e s t i o n e d ,  

as if he w e r e  t a l k i n g  to h i m s e l f ,  w h e t h e r  the w h o l e  w a r  

w a s  w o r t h  m a k i n g  a f t e r  all; m e n  do not c o m m i t  t h e i r  b est  

p a r t  to a c t i o n  they are e n g a g e d  in it. He c o n t i n u e d :

"I w a n t  to e s t a b l i s h  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a m a n  for his 

n a t u r e ,  and not for his ideas. I w a n t  f i d e l i t y  in 

f r i e n d s h i p ,  and not a f r i e n d s h i p  d e p e n d e n t  on a p o l i t i c a l  

a t t i t u d e .  I w a n t  a m a n  to be r e s p o n s i b l e  to h i m s e l f - - a n d  

y o u  k n o w  w e l l ,  m i s t e r  Sc a l i ,  that w h a t e v e r  on e  m i g h t  say,
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t his is the m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g - - a n d  not to a c a u s e ,  e v e n

if that c a u s e  is the c a u s e  of the o p p r e s s e d . "  (E 317)

A l v e a r  r e c o g n i z e s  the v a l u e  of r e v o l u t i o n  as a 

m a k e r  of h o p e s ,  as a c h a n c e  for the u n j u s t l y  t r e a t e d ,  for 

t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  b e s t i a l i t y ,  i n j u s t i c e  or h u m i l i a ­

tion, to r e m e d y  the e v i l  or h e a l  the w o u n d ;  he e x p e c t s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  that t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  to be d o n e  t h r o u g h  i n d i v i d u a l  

e f f o r t ,  not o r g a n i z e d  p r e s s u r e  or g u i d a n c e ,  as he d o e s  not 

t h i n k  that t h e r e  is r o o m  for both. Coining b a c k  to the 

h o r r o r s  of w ar, A l v e a r  a s k e d :

- P l e a s e ,  tell me, you, y o u  the i n t e r p r e t e r  of 
H a s s a c c i o ,  of P i e r  de la F r a n c e s c a ,  h o w  can you
s u f f e r  this u n i v e r s e ?  An d  as S c a l i  was j u s t i f y ­
ing his i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  the n o b i l i t y  a n d  the h o p e  
t hat the c o m m o n  a c t i o n  i n s p i r e s  in him, A l v e a r  
said: I a m  t i r e d  of m a n y  t h i n g s  h e r e  w h e r e  I am,
but for me, w h a t  is e s s e n t i a l  in man, if y o u  w a n t
to c a l l  it that w a y ,  is p r e c i s e l y  in t h e s e  d o m a i n s .  
'You w i l l  e a r n  y o u r  b r e a d  w i t h  y o u r  o w n  s w e a t . '
I t ' s  the s ame for us, also, as y o u  c a n  see, e v e n  
and e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  the s w e a t  is cold.

- Ah! Y o u  all ar e  f a s c i n a t e d  by w h a t  is f u n d a m e n t a l  
in man.

- T h e  age of the f u n d a m e n t a l  is c o m i n g  b ack, m i s t e r  
S c a l i ,  sai d  A l v e a r  w i t h  a s u d d e n  s e r i o u s n e s s .
R e a s o n  m u s t  be g r o u n d e d  again,

- Y o u  t h i n k  that J a i m e  w a s  w r o n g  in l o i n i n g  the 
f ight?

A l v e a r  r a i s e d  his c u r v e d  s h o u l d e r s ;  his c h e e k s  s h r a n k
e v e n  m o r e .
- L e t  the e a r t h  be F a s c i s t  an d  m y  son not be b l i n d .
. . . (E 319)

M a k i n g  an e f f o r t  to o v e r c o m e  hi s  a n x i e t y ,  A l v e a r

r e t u r n e d  to his m a i n  p r e o c c u p a t i o n ,  the i d e a s  c e n t e r i n g

on m a n ' s  o w n  e f f o r t s  to i m p r o v e  h i m s e l f .  W h a t  he e x p e c t s

f r o m  all t h o s e  w h o  a r e  e n g a g e d  in the s t r u g g l e ,  i n c l u d i n g

h i s  o w n  son, is not a b e t t e r  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  but a
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p r e s e r v a t i o n  of w h a t  he had d o n e  his b e s t  to teach, 

n a m e l y ,  the q u a l i t y  of man. A n d  yet, as he o p e n s  the 

w i n d o w  an d  the t u n e s  of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l e  e n t e r  this room, 

the sad v o i c e  of h i s  s m a l l  a n d  w e a k  b o d y  is h e a r d  s a y i n g :

"If the M o o r s  w o u l d  e n t e r  r i g h t  no w  the l a s t  t h i n g  that I

w i l l  h a v e  h e a r d  w i l l  be this s o n g  of h o p e  p l a y e d  by a 

blind. . . ." (E 320)

" L i f e , "  w r o t e  the i n t e l l e c t u a l  M i g u e l  de U n a m u n o ,  

"is m o r e  t h a n  p l e a s u r e ,  is m o r e  tha n  p a i n . "  (E 423) His 

pas t  a n d  his p r e s e n t  h a d  b e c o m e  an i n d i v i s i b l e  par t  of the 

s t r u g g l e  for the p o s s e s s i o n  of the q u a l i t y  of man, to 

t h o s e  w h o  h a t e d  h i m  b e f o r e  or l o v e d  h i m  la t e r .  A m a n  w h o  

had d e v o t e d  his life to the r e s p e c t  for t r u t h  had r e m a i n e d  

the s y m b o l  of the s e a r c h  for it. D u r i n g  h i s  e x i l e  y e a r s

he m a d e  T r u t h  a n d  L i f e  the two t e n e t s  of his life, as he

b e l i e v e d  "to l ive in the tru t h ,  e v e n  if one s u f f e r s ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  to r e a s o n  in h a p p i n e s s ,  or be h a p p y  w i t h  

r e a s o n . "  (E 371) T e n  y e a r s  la t e r ,  he r e p e a t e d  the s a m e  

t h i n g  to the F a s c i s t s  in S a l a m a n c a :  " T h i s  U n i v e r s i t y  m u s t

r e m a i n  at the s e r v i c e  of Tr u t h .  . . . M i g u e l  de U n a m u n o

w i l l  not be w h e r e  t h e r e  is a lie. . . ," (E 371) F a i t h ­

ful to h i s  b e l i e f s  he p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  the F a s c i s t s '  

e x e c u t i o n s ,  the Re d  a t r o c i t i e s ,  the r e p r e s s i o n  of B i s c a y n e  

and C a t a l o n i a  a n d  w a s  t h r e a t e n e d ,  o f f e n d e d ,  i n j u r e d .  He 

c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  the r o l e  of the h e n c h m a n  in N o r t h  A f r i c a  

as an a c t  of c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and he s a i d  so. He r e j e c t e d
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the s c r e a m s  "of the w i n d m i l l s  that ar e  ou r  g i a n t s "  c l a i m ­

ing the r i g h t  to g r e a t  Sp a i n ,  and p r e f e r r e d  to c l o s e  h i m ­

s e l f  i n s i d e  his ow n  l i t t l e  S p a i n ,  far f r o m  the t u r m o i l  of 

the l e a d e r s  d r u n k  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  g l o r y ,  far f r o m  the f r i g h t ­

e n i n g  n o i s e  m a d e  by the c r u e l t y  of the S p a n i s h  p a p e r s .  

W i t h o u t  his c o m m i t t i n g  h i m s e l f  to a c t i o n ,  his o p p o s i t i o n  

t a k e s  on an e t h i c a l  c h a r a c t e r .  Yet, the m a s s i v e  e x e c u ­

t i o n s  that he had w i t n e s s e d  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  to s t o p  

t h e m  had b r o u g h t  h i m  to t h i n k  a b o u t  the r e a l  v a l u e  of his 

t h o u g h t  as he d i d  not s u c c e e d  in g r a s p i n g  the full m e a n i n g  

of the S p a n i s h  d r a m a .  His s o n s  w e r e  f i g h t i n g  for the 

R e p u b l i c  t h a t  he r e f u s e d  to d e f e n d  b e c a u s e  of h i s  o p p o s i ­

tio n  to the C o m m u n i s m .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the w a r  that w a s  

r a v a g i n g  the c o u n t r y ,  the e x e c u t i o n s  a n d  the s u f f e r i n g  

p e o p l e  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  hi s  w o r r i e s ,  as he s a w  in hi s  c o u n t r y  

the e t e r n a l  r e c o u r s e  to v i o l e n c e  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l i t y .

T h r e a t e n i n g  by the o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  t o r m e n t e d  in 

his i n n e r  w o r l d ,  U n a m u n o  f o u n d  r e f u g e  in the l i t t l e  s t u d i o  

of S a l a m a n c a ;  and, as he t u r n e d  hi s  e y e s  t o w a r d s  h i s  last 

y e a r s  s p e n t  o u t s i d e  t h a t  s t u d i o ,  he t h o u g h t  h o w  he had 

t d r e a m e d  of a l i f e  w i t h  b o o k s  e v a d i n g  the t u r b u l e n t  w o r l d .  

"To r e a d ? "  he d e c l a r e d  to a v i s i t o r ,  "I do not r e a d  v e r y  

m u c h  a n y m o r e ,  if it is not a b o u t  the sea, w h o s e  i n t i m a t e  

f r i e n d  I am b e c o m i n g  m o r e  and m o r e . "  (E 375) S p a i n  w a s  

e n g u l f e d  in a t e r r i b l e  w a r  and U n a m u n o  k e p t  a l o o f ,  d e t e s t -  

tin g  the v i c t o r ,  r e j e c t i n g  its lies and r e m a i n i n g  f a i t h f u l
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to the i d e a l  of Tr u t h ,  T h e  t h i n k e r  n e v e r  v e n t u r e d  to 

e n t e r  the M a n i c h e a n  w o r l d  of a c t i o n .

T h e  r e s p o n s e  to the c h a l l e n g e  of d e a t h  m e e t s  the 

l o g i c  of the o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  in The C o n ­

q u e r o r s  ■ T h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i d e a l  m e e t s  the s a m e  l o g i c  in 

M a n 1s F a t e , and u n i v e r s a l  h u m a n i s t  v a l u e s  m e e t  it in 

H a n 1a H o p e . The s a m e  l o g i c  is m e t  e v e r y w h e r e  f a c i n g  the 

d i f f e r e n t  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e  the n e w  i m a g e  of m a n  

e n g a g e d  in an e f f o r t  to b r i n g  a b o u t  a w o r l d  w h e r e  one can 

live, a w o r l d  w i t h  f u n d a m e n t a l  v a l u e s .  A n d  f i n a l l y ,  it is 

the s ame l o g i c  that, t r y i n g  to b r i n g  v i c t o r y ,  c a u s e s  the 

d e a t h  of the i d e a l  and k i l l s  the p u r p o s e  of that n o b l e  

f i g h t  for man .  The E u r o p e a n ' s  f i g h t  to d e s t r o y  God and 

w h a t e v e r  e l s e  w a s  o p p o s e d  to m a n  e n d e d  in a o n e - w a y  s t r e e t  

f a c i n g  d e a t h .  By r e j e c t i n g  m e t a p h y s i c a l  a n x i e t y ,  by d e ­

s t r o y i n g  i d e a l i s m ,  by c h a s t i z i n g  h u m a n i s m ,  the l o g i c  of 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  e n d s  in d i s c o v e r i n g  that the n e w l y  

c r e a t e d  i m a g e  c a n n o t  g e n e r a t e  p a s s i o n  any m o r e .  W i t h  a 

g r o w i n g  a w a r e n e s s  of this e x i s t i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  

o n e ' s  d e e p e s t  i n n e r  l i f e  and a c t i o n ,  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

m a n  l o s e s  his a r d o r  a n d  b e g i n s  to l i v e  a n e w  p h a s e  of 

his e v o 1 u t i o n - - t h e  a f t e r m a t h  of the r e v o l u t i o n .

R e v o l u t i o n  is not s i m p l y  the m a r c h  t o w a r d  a g e n ­
er a l  i n s u r r e c t i o n  [ c o m m e n t s  J a n i n e  M o b b u z ] but it 
a l s o  m e a n s  the b u i l d i n g  of a n e w  s o c i e t y  d e m a n d i n g  
d i s c i p l i n e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  an d  the use of m e t h o d s  
that c a u s e d  the i n s u r r e c t i o n .  A n d r e  M a l r a u x  
c e a s e d  to b e l i e v e  in the r e v o l u t i o n  v e r y  e a r l y ,  as 
s o o n  as he saw tha t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a r d o r  w a s  e a s i l y
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b e i n g  t r a n s f o r m e d  into b u r e a u c r a c y ,  i n t o  d i c t a t o r ­
ship, i n t o  n e w  f o r m s  of o p p r e s s i o n .126

R e v o l u t i o n ,  in its e f f o r t  to b u i l d  a n e w  s o c i e t y ,  s e e m s  

to r e s e m b l e  the b u i l d i n g  of s h e l t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  as a h o p e  

to r e s o l v e  the n e e d  for r e f u g e  and p r o t e c t i o n .  Its f r a m e ­

w ork, h o w e v e r ,  l i m i t s  m a n ' s  f i e l d  of f r e e d o m  a n d  its c o m ­

p l e t i o n  e n d s  in c l o s i n g  h i m  in. As it w a s  the c a s e  in 

S p a i n ,  the l y r i c a l  a r d o r  h a d  to e m b o d y  i t s e l f  into s o m e  

s t r u c t u r e s  that, in ou r  d a y s ,  t u r n e d  out to be t h o s e  of 

m o d e r n  w a r .

A p p a r e n t l y  M a l r a u x  u n d e r s t o o d  tha t  to s i m p l y  look

a f t e r  the r e s u l t s  of a c t i o n  a l o n e  an d  f o r g e t  a b o u t  the

p u r p o s e  of that a c t i o n ,  m e a n t  f o r g e t t i n g  the s u b j e c t  that
12 7a c t i o n  w o u l d  s e r v e - - n a m e l y , h u m a n  b e i n g s .  T h i s  road

w o u l d  i n e v i t a b l y  lea d  t o w a r d  F a s c i s m ,  w h o s e  m a i n  tenet Is 

to a s s u m e ,  as i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  the n e c e s s i t y  for u s i n g  

f o r c e  an d  v i o l e n c e  in o r d e r  to m a i n t a i n  m a n - m a d e  laws and 

an i m p o s e d  o r d e r  for l a w - a n d - o r d e r  sake. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

it Is a d i s p l a y  of lac k  of f a i t h  a n d  h o p e ,  a d i f f i d e n c e  

t o w a r d  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  a t r e a t m e n t  u s u a l l y  r e s e r v e d  for 

the d e s p i s e d  i n f e r i o r s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  it is for the u n w a n t e d  

a n d  the u n l o v e d .

T h e  a b i l i t y  of the r e v o l u t i o n  to c h a n g e  ma n  is 

q u e s t i o n e d  I n c e s s a n t l y  In M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s .  N e v e r t h e ­

less, the s t r o n g  urg e  to y e a r n  for an i d e a l  s i t u a t i o n  is 

e v e r p r e s e n t .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  h a v e  i d e a s  of t h e i r 

own in t h e i r  m i n d s  w h i c h  do not c all for the
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e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of an o r d e r l y  m e c h a n i s m  d e m a n d i n g  a c c e p t a n c e  

and o b e d i e n c e .  A c c o r d i n g  to M a l r a u x ,  " t h e  d a n g e r  n o w  r e ­

s i d e s  in the t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e v i n d i ­

c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  d o e s  not a l l o w  a n y  r o o m  for m a n e u v e r i n g ,  or

f ^  " 1 2 8for f r e e d o m .

T h e  c h o i c e  is r a t h e r  l i m i t e d  and, as in the cas e  

of M a n u e l ,  it is r a t h e r  t r a g i c :  "I a m  w i t h  you', s c r e a m e d

the w o u n d e d  man, for the f i r s t  time w i t h  a c o n v i n c i n g  a c ­

cent. I am t e l l i n g  y o u  that I a m  w i t h  you! M a n u e l  came 

to the s q u a r e  o n l y  a f t e r  h a v i n g  h e a r d  the s h o t s  of the 

e x e c u t i o n  s q u a d . "  (E 87) As the c a t e g o r i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e  of 

o b e d i e n c e  d e m a n d s  the k i l l i n g  of h u m a n  b e i n g s  by o r d e r ,  

i n c l u d i n g  f r i e n d s  and c o m r a d e s ,  an i r r e v o c a b l e  b r e a k d o w n  

of m a n ' s  u n i t y  is c a u s e d ,  of m a n ' s  s e a r c h  for man, of m a n ' s  

e f f o r t  to s a v e  man. T h u s ,  o n e  ca n  n e v e r  curae b a c k  a g a i n  

to the p a t h  of r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  Tha t  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  ha s  

b e e n  i r r e v o c a b l y  b r o k e n  is the d e a d  f r a t e r n i t y ,  and this 

is a h e a v y  p r i c e  for a n y o n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  the l e a d e r s ,  to 

p a y .

" W i t h  the god of e f f i c i e n c y  we h a v e  g a i n e d  the

s y s t e m  a n a l y s i s ;  we h a v e  lost the k n o w l e d g e  of goo d  and
129e v i l , "  w r i t e s  A. W h e e l i s .  N o w  to w i n  is good, no

m a t t e r  how, e v e n  if it m e a n s  to t h r o w  j u s t i c e  i nto the 

g a r b a g e ,  to e x e c u t e  the i n n o c e n t  or to set up the m o s t  

o p p r e s s i v e  s t a t e  a p p a r a t u s .  Of c o u r s e ,  it is a q u e s t i o n  

of f i g h t i n g  the old o p p r e s s i v e  o r d e r ;  h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  this
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e x i g e n c y  d e m a n d s  the a b s o l u t e  r ule of v i o l e n c e - - a s  it did

in all the r e v o l u t i o n s  of M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s ,  an d  e s p e c i a l l y

in S p a i n — then, , . not o n l y  the laws but e v e r y t h i n g
130and e v e r y b o d y  m u s t  fall s i l e n t . "  F o r  t h o s e  wh o  ar e

p r i v i l e g e d  to u n d e r s t a n d ,  the n e w  s i t u a t i o n  b e c o m e s  a 

t o r m e n t .  In M a n 1s F a t e , K y o  felt like a p r i s o n e r  b e c a u s e  

. . it is d i f f i c u l t  for h i m  to f i n d  a b a s i s  for h i s

a c t i o n ,  if he c a n n o t  a n y  l o n g e r  but s i m p l y  o b e y  the i n ­

s t r u c t i o n s  of the K o m i n t e r n ,  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e m . "

(CH 121) M a n u e l  felt r e s p o n s i b l e  for the y o u n g s t e r  w h o  

w r i t e s  on the w a l l  w i t h  the b l o o d  of the two e x e c u t e d  

p r i s o n e r s ,  an d  he s a y s  so. W h e n  M a g n i n  is t old that the 

C o m m u n i s t s  c a n n o t  c o n f i d e  in him, that a c t i o n  is a c t i o n  

a n d  not j u s t i c e ,  for the f i r s t  time he felt the l o n e l i n e s s  

of w a r  in the d e p t h  of his he a r t .  At that p o i n t  e v e n  the 

p r a g m a t i c  G a r c i a  w o n d e r e d  a b o u t  the r e s u l t s  of s u c h  h a t r e d ,  

and c o n f e s s e d ;  " W h a t  p e a c e  c o u l d  be p o s s i b l e  h e r e ?  What 

w i l l  this w a r  m a k e  of m e ? "  (E 301) In B a r c e l o n a ,  the 

f o r m e r  s l o g a n s  on c h u r c h e s '  g a t e s  " C o n t r o l l e d  by the 

p e o p l e "  h a v e  c h a n g e d ;  they read: " P r o p e r t y  of P e o p l e ' s  

V e n g e a n c e . "  Th e  m o b i l i z i n g  c r e d o s  of the l y r i c a l  i l l u s i o n s  

a r e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  the cold an d  s q u a r e l y  cut s l o g a n s  of the 

two m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d :  F a s c i s t  and C o m m u ­

n i s t .  It is the s a m e  G a r c i a  who, in t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  

w a s  less i n t e r e s t e d  " i n  r e a s o n s  for w h i c h  p e o p l e  die than 

in the m e a n s  of k i l l i n g  t h e i r  e n e m i e s "  (E 117) a n d  w h o
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n o w  p r o n o u n c e s  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y ' s  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e  a n d  the 

s u b s e q u e n t  r e i g n  of the m i l i t a n t s :  "The w o r d  p a r t y  is

d e c e i v i n g  , . . the p a r t i e s  w h o s e  e n t i r e  g r a s s  r o o t s

c l u t c h  the p r o f o u n d  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s  of m a n . "

(E 493) In the P a r t y  era e v e n  f r a t e r n i t y  l o s e s  its l o f t y  

ap p e a l .  I n s t e a d  of d e l i v e r i n g  m a n  fro m  s o l i t u d e  t h r o u g h  

s o l i d a r i t y ,  the n e w  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e c o m e s  a c o m p l e t e  s u b m i s ­

s i o n  of s e l f  to the P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .

B e s t o w i n g  on the i r r a t i o n a l  the p r i v i l e g e  of g e n ­

e r a t i n g  p a s s i o n  for j o i n i n g  in a n d  f i g h t i n g  for the r e v o ­

l u t i o n ,  G a r c i a ' s  v e r d i c t  d e p r i v e s  the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  of 

that c o n s c i o u s  a n d  d i g n i f i e d  p a r t  of man that p r o m p t s  t h e m  

to o f f e r  t h e i r  b e s t  w i t h  ard o r ,  on the a l t a r  of f r a t e r n i t y

and j u s t i c e ,  . . that w i l l i n g n e s s  of m a n  to s u b o r d i n -
131a t e  h i m s e l f  to w h a t ,  f r o m  w i t h i n ,  s u r p a s s e s  h i m . "

J e a n  L a c o u t u r e  m a k e s  the f o l l o w i n g  c o m m e n t s :  " W h e n  one

h as a t t e n d e d  the s c h o o l  and a c c e p t e d ,  like M a n u e l ,  the

d i f f i c u l t  p a t h  of a d h e r e n c e  to the d i s c i p l i n e  of the

P a r t y  of S t a l i n ,  an d  c h o s e n  to m a k e  wa r  r a t h e r  than r e v o -
132l u t i o n ,  t h e n  d e f e a t  t akes an e v e n  m o r e  h o r r i b l e  a s p e c t . "

"We m a y  r e n o u n c e  e v e r y t h i n g "  use d  to r e p e a t  the

A n a r c h i s t  D u r r u t i ,  e x c e p t  v i c t o r y . "  (E 267) E v e r y t h i n g ,

that is to say, e v e n  h u m a n i t y ,  e v e n  love and h o p e  and

f a i t h  in man. In 1945, M a l r a u x  h i m s e l f ,  w i l l  m a k e  this

i m p o r t a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n :  "It is r i g h t  to say that w a r  and
133r e v o l u t i o n  are two a n t i n o m i e s , "
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On e  c a n n o t  l i v e  in the d o r m a n t  s t a t e  of q u i e t n e s s  

for ever; the d r a m a t i c  m o m e n t  c o m e s ,  the c r i s i s ,  an d  one 

h a s  to act, or fade a w a y  a c c e p t i n g  to be "a n o t h i n g n e s s . "  

E v e n  more: to m a k e  o t h e r s  act by w a k i n g  t h e m  up f r o m  the 

c e n t u r i e s - l o n g  l e t h a r g y  is an i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of a c t i o n  

for o n e s e l f .  It m e a n s  to c a r r y  the idea of a c t i o n  f r o m  

i n s i d e  of m a n  into the o u t s i d e  w o r l d  of men. T h e r e  is o n l y  

o n e  h u m a n  s p e c i e s ,  one a b s o l u t e ,  h u m a n i t y ,  in a w o r l d  w h e r e  

a l l  o t h e r  a b s o l u t e s  s e e m  to h a v e  d ied. It is up to m a n  to 

g r a s p  the r e l a y ,  c h a l l e n g e  d e s t i n y  in the a b s e n c e  of a n y ­

t h i n g  else, d i v i n e  or s u p e r h u m a n ,  and s e a r c h  for a u n i v e r s e  

w h e r e  m a n  c a n  live. Lif e  t h e n  b e c o m e s  a c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e ,  

a f o n . e f u l  a c t i o n  to s h a p e  m a n  *s h i s t o r y ,  the h i s t o r y  of 

m a n k i n d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  it is not the c h o s e n  w e a p o n  that is 

e s s e n t i a l ,  but the c o n s t a n t  m e t a p h y s i c a l  c o n c e r n  for h u m a n  

fate, as w e l l  as m a n ' s  c o n s t a n t  c o n c e r n  for m a n ' s  future.

T h e  s t r u g g l e  i n v o l v e s  a d a n g e r  d e r i v i n g  f rom the 

t h r e a t  that a c t i o n  f o r  a c t i o n ' s  s a k e  m a y  b r i n g  w a r  and 

d e s t r u c t i o n .  In M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s ,  It is not w a r  that 

j u s t i f i e s  the n e e d  to c h a l l e n g e  d e s t i n y ,  as w a r  is i n i ­

t i a t e d  by m a s t e r s  and f o u g h t  by s l a v e s ;  it is r a t h e r ,  a 

m u c h  h i g h e r  f o r m  of c h a l l e n g e ,  it is R e v o l u t i o n ,  the f o r c e ­

ful a c t i o n  I n i t i a t e d  by the o p p r e s s e d  s l a v e s  to f i g h t  the 

o p p r e s s i v e  m a s t e r s  a c t i n g  as t o o l s  of d e s t i n y .  F r o m  the 

l u n a t i c  o p p r e s s i v e  w a r  to the e m a n c i p a t i n g  m o v e m e n t  of 

R e v o l u t i o n  t h e r e  is a g r e a t  q u a l i t a t i v e  jump. T h u s ,
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R e v o l u t i o n  b e c o m e s  a g i a n t  s t e p  f o r w a r d  on the m a r c h  of 

h u m a n i t y  and, as such, an e t h i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e ,  as long as 

it r e m a i n s  u n c o r r u p t e d .  S e e n  in t h i s  li g h t ,  R e v o l u t i o n  

g i v e s  full m e a n i n g  to h i s t o r y ,  as it s e r v e s  as a d e p e n d ­

a b l e  g u i d e  to h u m a n  c o n d u c t  in the f u t u r e  as w e l l .  Tha t 

f u t u r e  w o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  t h e n  the n e w  f o r c e s  s h a p i n g  the 

n e w  w o r l d  a g a i n s t  a d y i n g  o r d e r  w h i c h  s t r u g g l e s  to p r o ­

l o n g  its a g o n y  r e f u s i n g  to s u r r e n d e r .

R e v o l u t i o n  is a b a t t l e  and a r e a s o n  for it; it 

is, t h e r e f o r e ,  a g r e a t  a c t i o n ,  the p r i v i l e g e d  e n t e r p r i s e  

i n s p i r e d  b y  an act of f a i t h  in m a n  a n d  m a n ' s  a b i l i t y  to 

s a v e  h i m s e l f  t h r o u g h  a c o n s c i o u s  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  c o l l e c t i v e  

s t r u g g l e .



198

F o o t n o t e s :  C h a p t e r  Two

^ A n d r e  V a n d e g a n s ,  La J e u n e s s e  l l t t e r a i r e  d ’A n d r e  
M a 1 r q u x  (Par i s :  P a u v e r t ,  196 4 ) ,  p. 28.

2 In A c t i o n , No. 3 ( a v r i l ,  1 9 2 0 ) ,  pp. 13-14.
A c t i o n , No. 4 ( a v r i l - m a i l  1 9 2 2 ) ,  pp. 17-21.

3
S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  C h a r l e s  M a u r r a s ' e f f o r t s  to h a r ­

m o n i z e  life a n d  t h o u g h t ,  M a l r a u x  w i l l  w r i t e  that it was 
not an eas y  t h i n g ,  b e c a u s e  " t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of the 
d i f f e r e n t  a n a r c h i e s  that he [ M a u r r a s ]  f i g h t s  t o d a y  is 
g r e a t .  . . ." P r e f a c e "  to M a d e m o i s e l l e  M o n k , p. 8 .

4
C l a r a  M a l r a u x ,  M e m o i r s , t r a n s l .  by P. O ' B r i a n  

(New Y o r k :  F a r r a r ,  S t r a u s s  a n d  G i r o u x ,  19 6 7 ) ,  p. 208.

~*A. V a n d e g a n s ,  op ■ c l t . , p. 152.
g
G a S t o n  P i c o n ,  M a l r a u x  par l u i - m e m e , p. 84 

(Note by M a l r a u x  No. 32).

2A. M a l r a u x ,  " P r e f a c e , "  Ma d e m o  i s e 1 1 e M o n k ,  p. 7.
o
I b i d . , p p . 8-9.

^A. M a l r a u x ,  "La d e f e n s e  de l ' O c c i d e n t , "  p. 818.

^ C l a r a  M a l r a u x ,  op . c i t . , p. 304.

" ^ A n d r e  R o u s s e a u ,  " U n e  q u a r t  d ' h e u r e  a v e c  M. A n d r e  
M a l r a u x , "  C a n d i d e  (13 noverabre 19 3 0 ) ;  q u o t e d  in A. V a n d e ­
gans, o p . ci t .. p. 151.

12 " D i r a - t - o n  q u ' i l  r e n o n c e  a la l i t t e r a t u r e ?  Pas 
m e m e !  Lui q u i  est un des p l u s  p u r s  p a r m i  les j e u n e s  e c r i -  
v a i n s ,  II s a v a i t  que la l i t t e r a t u r e  ne p o u v a i t  pas le 
s a t i s f a i r e ;  il d e d a i g n e  s a n s  g r a n d e s  p h r a s e s ,  s i m p l e m e n t  
p a r c e  que s o n  a n g o i s s e  ne p e u t  p a s  se c o n t e n t e r  de m o t s . "  
M. A r l a n d ,  q u o t e d  in A. V a n d e g a n s ,  o p . c l t ., p. 152.

1 3A. V a n d e g a n s ,  o p . c l t ., p. 428.

^ A .  M a l r a u x ,  " A n d r e  M a l r a u x  et l ' O r i e n t , "  Les 
N o u v e l l e s  L i t t e r a i r e s  (31 j u i l l e t  1 9 2 6 ) ;  q u o t e d  by W a l t e r  
L a n g l o i s ,  A n d r e  M a r a u x ,  L ' A v e n t u r e  I n d o c h i n o i s e  ( P a r i s :  
M e r c u r e  de F r a n c e ,  19 6 7 ) ,  p. 214.



199

1 5 " U n t i l  that time he ha d  not b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
p o l i t i c s . "  " N e v e r  b e f o r e  g o i n g  to I n d o c h i n a  h a d  M a l r a u x  
b e e n  i n v o l v e d  in p o l i t i c s . "  W, L a n g l o i s ,  o p . c i t . , pp. 1^ 
a n d  60.

^ T h e  A n n a m i t e s  f o r m e d  in F r e n c h  s c h o o l s  w e n t  for
t h e i r  p e o p l e ,  a s l o w  b u t  s ure e v o l u t i o n ,  u n d e r  F r e n c h
s o v e r e i g n t y ,  t o w a r d  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o r m  s t y l e d  a f t e r  the 
E u r o p e a n  n a t i o n s . "  N i n h  in E u r o p e , Nr. 31 (15 j a n v i e r  
192 5 ) .  " T h i s  was the f u n d a m e n t a l  p o s i t i o n  of M a l r a u x  and
M o n i n , "  c o m m e n t s  W. L a n g l o i s ,  o p . c l t ., p. 67.

^ T o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  the f o u n d a t i o n  of this m o r a l ­
ity w a s  " b o r n  of the p r i n c i p l e ,  c o n s e c r a t e d  by the u n a n i m o u s  
a g r e e m e n t  of the s o - c a l l e d  c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s ,  that p e o p l e s  
h a v e  the r i g h t  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  b o r n  a l s o  of the 
s p r e a d i n g  a m o n g  the m a s s e s  of c e r t a i n  r e p u b l i c a n  i d e a s  
that F r a n c e  w a s  the f i r s t  to p r o p a g a t e  t h r o u g h o u t  the 
w o r l d . "  "Au s e r v i c e  de l ' A l b i o n e , "  e d i t o r i a l  of I n d o c h i n e  
(18 J u l y  19 2 5 ) ,  q u o t e d  by W. L a n g l o i s ,  o p . c l t ., p. 135.

1 8 I n d o c h i n e  E n c h a l n e e , q u o t e d  by W. L a n g l o i s ,  
o p . c l t ., p . 187.

19 A. M a l r a u x ,  "La Q u e s t i o n  des 1C o n q u e r a n t s , ’" 
V a r l e t e s : R e v u e  b e i g e  (15 o c t o b r e  19 2 9 ) ,  pp. 4 2 9 - 3 7 ,  
q u o t e d  by W. L a n g l o i s ,  o p . c l t ., p. 226 , U n d e r l i n e d  in 
the o r i g i n a l .

20 A. M a l r a u x ,  " L e t t e r  to E. W i l s o n "  d a t e d  2 Oct. 
1933. ". . . T h e n ,  I a b a n d o n e d  a r c h e o l o g y ,  o r g a n i z e d  the
J e u n e - A n n a m  m o v e m e n t ,  and l a t e r  b e c a m e  a c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 
the K u o m i n t a n g  in I n d o c h i n a  and f i n a l l y  in C a n t o n . "  in 
R . W . B .  L e w i s ,  ed., M a l r a u x  (New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  Hall,
1964), p. 30.

2 1 I n d o c h i n e , No. 2, q u o t e d  by W. L a n g l o i s ,  o p . 
ci t ■ , p . 81.

^ ̂ I n d o c h i n e , 16 J u l y  1925, i b i d . , p . 14 5.
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2 3 "A. M a l r a u x  et l ' O r i e n t , "  W. L a n g l o i s ,  o p . c i t 

^ I n d o c h i n e . 4 J u l y  1925 , ibid. , p. 30.
2 5 ,  ,I b i d . , p . 309,
2 6 I n d o c h i n e . 14 A p r i l  1925, in W. L a n g l o i s ,  o p .

c i t . , p . 2 38.
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2 7 Ib i d . , p. 2 38.
2 8L o o k i n g  b a c k  at M a l r a u x ' s  g r e a t e s t  n o v e l s ,  one 

is b r o u g h t  to see w h y  M a l r a u x  s i d e d  w i t h  those w h o  r i g h t ­
f u l l y  r e v o l t ,  a n d  d i d  not see a n y  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e y  s h o u l d  
c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  r i g h t  for r e v o l t  as a p r i v i l e g e  that o b l i ­
g a t e s  a m a n d a t o r y  s u b m i s s i o n  to a n e w  p o l i t i c a l  or s o c i a l  
o r d e r .  As he p u t s  it, w h e n  it c o m e s  to " the o r d e r " :  "The
H i g h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  [of I n d o c h i n a ]  is c r e a t e d  to s e r v e  the 
c o u n t r y ,  and not the c o u n t r y  to s e r v e  the H i g h e r  A d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n . "  I n d o c h i n e  , 16 J u l y  1925, q u o t e d  by W. L a n g l o i s ,
o p . c l t ., p. 311. H e r e ,  the a n a l o g y  w i t h  the a n a r c h i s t  
p h i l o s o p h y  is e v i d e n t ,  as we w i l l  see it in the S p a n i s h  
d r a m a .

29 W, L a n g l o i s ,  op ■ c l t ., p. 135.
ID A. M a l r a u x ,  " P r e f a c e , "  A. V l o l l i s ,  SOS I n d o ­

c h i n e  , q u o t e d  by W. L a n g l o i s ,  o p . c i t . , p. 242.
31 I n d o c h i n e ,  in i b i d . , p. 165,
32.
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L ' I n d o c h l n e  E n c h a l n e e , 10 F e b r u a r y  1926 , in i b i d . ,

3 3 lb i d . , p . 3 2 3 .
3 4A. M a l r a u x ,  "La q u e s t i o n  des 'C o n q u e r a n t s '" in 

W. L a n g l o i s ,  op. c l t ., p. 224.
3 5 D. G i d m a n ,  ed., " I m p e r i a l i s m , "  P r o b l e m s  of 

W e s t e r n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  (New Y o r k :  S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons, 1969), 
p. 659.

3 6 C h i - C h e n  W a n g ,  " C o m m u n i s m  t a k e s  root in C h i n a , "  
R e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  R e c o v e r y , S. D. S c h m u l h a u s e n , ed.
(New Y o r k :  C o v i c e - F r i e d e n ,  19 3 3 ) ,  p. 321.

3 7 I b l d ., p. 330.

3 8 I b i d . , pp. 3 3 4 - 3 3 5 .
39 A. V i o l l i s ,  SOS I n d o c h i n a , q u o t e d  in W. L a n g l o i s ,  

o p . c i t ., p. 203.
40 S. D. S c h m u l h a u s e n ,  op. c i t . , p. 337.
4 1C h i - C h e n  W a n g ,  o p . c i t ., p. 337.

4 2 Ibid., p. 338.
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4 3 " T h e i r  t a s k  [of p u r g i n g  the C o m m u n i s t s ]  wa s  e n ­
t r u s t e d  to two m i n o r  m e n  in the K u o m i n t a n g  P a r t y ,  who, 
u t i l i z i n g  the C h i n e s e  d e t e c t i v e s  in one of the f o r e i g n  
p o l i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  an d  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  c o n ­
n e c t e d  w i t h  the B l u e  S o c i e t y ,  o n e  of the two s e c r e t  s o ­
c i e t i e s  o p e r a t i n g  there, m a d e  s u c h  a c l e a n - u p  of C o m m u ­
n i s t s  as no o t h e r  N o r t h e r n  g e n e r a l  ( c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  
the J a p a n e s e )  w o u l d  h a v e  d a r e d  to do e v e n  in hi s  ow n  t e r ­
r i t o r y . "  G. S o k o l s k y  [ A m e r i c a n  j o u r n a l i s t ] ,  q u o t e d  by 
S. D. S c h m u l h a u s e n ,  o p . c i t ., p. 333 .

44 A. M a l r a u x ,  "La d e f e n s e  de l ' O c c i d e n t , "  by H.
M a s s l s ,  " N o t e s , "  La N o u v e l l e  R e v u e  F r a n q a l s e , j u i n  1927, 
p. 815.

45 A. V a n d e g a n s ,  op. c i t . , p. 255 .
4 6 H. P e y r e ,  E s s a y s  . . . , p. 270.

4 7 I b i d . , p. 270.
4 8 A. M a l r a u x ,  " D e f e n s e  de l ’O c c i d e n t , "  p. 816.
49 G. Pic o n ,  M a l r a u x  p a r  l u i - m e m e , p. 42. (Note 

by M a i r a u x .)

^ H .  P e y r e ,  E s s a y s  . . . , p. 269.
5 1P. B e n i c h o u ,  Les M o r a l e s  du G r a n d  S i e c l e  (Paris: 

G a l l i m a r d ,  19 4 8 ) ,  p. 226.
52 A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n a l y s i s  of t h e s e  i n h e r e n t  n a ­

t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  are s k i l l f u l l y  p r e s e n t e d  by A. M a l r a u x  
in the " A d d r e s s  to the I n t e l l e c t u a l s , "  S a l l e  P l e y e l ,
P a r i s , 1948.

5 3C r a n e  B r i n t o n ,  The A n a t o m y  of R e v o l u t i o n  (New 
Y ork: V i n t a g e  Books, 19 5 2 ) ,  p. 170.

54 E. W i l s o n ,  " A n d r e  M a l r a u x , "  R. W. L e w i s ,  ed., o p . c l t .p . 2 6.
D a v i d  W i l k i n s o n ,  M a l r a u x :  E s s a y  in P o l i t i c a l  

C r i t i c i s m  ( C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s . :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1967), p. 35.

^ P .  B e n i c h o u ,  o p . c l t ., p. 226.

^ 7" E a c h  m a n  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  C h i n e s e  life, of its 
r i t e s  and its v a g u e  b e l i e f s ,  an d  r e b e l l i o u s  to C h r i s t i a n ­
ity at the s a m e  t i m e - - s a y s  G a r i n e , - - i s  a g o o d  r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y .  . . ." (C 137)
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58 " C r u c i a l  to a n y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of r e v o l u t i o n  in 
the m o d e r n  a ges is that the ide a  of f r e e d o m  a n d  the e x ­
p e r i e n c e  of a n e w  b e g i n n i n g  s h o u l d  c o i n c i d e . "  H a n n a h  
A r e n d t , On R e v o l u t i o n  (New Y o r k :  V i k i n g  P r e s s ,  19 6 3 ) ,  p.
22  .

5 9 As a m a t t e r  of fact, he r e j e c t s  the w o r l d  of 
h u m a n i t y  w i t h  the d i s d a i n  of a S o p h o c l e a n  hero:

A j a x - - I  s a i d - - s o  y o u  are not g o i n g  to f o r g e t  your 
a n g e r  a g a i n s t  me, e v e n  in d e a t h .  . . . Come h e r e
to me, my lord, h e a r  w h a t  I h a v e  to say, s u b d u e  y o u r  
p r i d e  an d  n o b l e  s p i r i t ! "  So I s p o k e  to him. He 
m a d e  no a n s w e r  but s t r o d e  off a f t e r  the o t h e r  s h a d e s  
to the d a r k  h o u s e  of the dead, a n d  gone, a l o n e  . .
a p a r t ,  in an g e r .  Thi s  is the p e r m a n e n c e  A j a x  h a d  
c h o s e n .  It is an e t e r n i t y  of h a t r e d  and l o n e l i n e s s ,  
but it is the p e r m a n e n c e  A j a x  l o n g e d  f o r , - - h e  w i l l  
h a t e  a l w a y s ,  f o r g i v e  n e v e r .  H i s  y e a r n i n g  for the a b ­
s o l u t e ,  the p e r m a n e n t ,  is f u l f i l l e d  by his e v e r l a s t ­
ing e x i s t e n c e  as a p r o u d  and s i l e n t  h a t e r  of his 
e n e m y ,  a l o n e  but free, free of the s h i f t i n g  p a t t e r n s  
of c o n s t a n t  c h a n g e ,  free of time.

B . M . W .  K n o x ,  " T h e  A j a x  of S o p h o c l e s , "  S o p h o c l e s  , Th . 
W o o d w a r d ,  ed. (New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  Hall, 19 6 7 ) ,  p. 61.

^ ^ I n  this r e s p e c t  G a r i n e  is a real D o s t o i e v s k i a n  
c h a r a c t e r ,  b e c a u s e  " t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  the f e e l ­
ing (of r e v e n g e )  left in t h e i r  w h o l e  b e i n g . "  D o s t o i e v s k y  
a d d s  :

S u c h  a g e n t l e m a n  s i m p l y  d a s h e s  s t r a i g h t  for his o b ­
j ec t  like an i n f u r i a t e d  b u l l  w i t h  its h o r n s  down, 
and n o t h i n g  but a w a l l  s t o p s  him. . . . W e l l ,  such
a d i r e c t  p e r s o n  I r e g a r d  as the real m o r a l  man, as 
his t e n d e r  m o t h e r  n a t u r e  w i s h e d  to see him, w h e r e  
she g r a c i o u s l y  b r o u g h t  h i m  i n t o  b e i n g  on ear t h .  I 
e n v y  s uch a m a n  til l  I a m  g r e e n  in the face. He is 
s t u p i d .  1 am not d i s p u t i n g  that, but p e r h a p s ,  the 
n o r m a l  m a n  s h o u l d  be s t u p i d ,  h o w  do yo u  k n o w ?  p e r h a p s ,  
it is v e r y  b e a u t i f u l ,  in fact!

F. D o s t o i e v s k y ,  N o t e s  f rom U n d e r g r o u n d , in W a l t e r  
K a u f f m a n ,  E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  ( C l e v e l a n d :  M e r i d i a n  Bo o k s ,
1 9 6 2 ) ,  pp. 58-59.

^ E m m a n u e l  Berl, " L 1 in t e l l e c t u e 1 et la R e v o l u t i o n , "  
in P. G a l l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s . . . , p. 31.

6 2P a r a l l e l s  b e t w e e n  C o m m u n i s t  i d e o l o g y  a n d  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n ,  an d  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  an d  C h u r c h ,  are not d i f f i ­
c u l t  to make. The s a c r i f i c e  of the p r e s e n t  for the f u t u r e  
a n d  a b e t t e r  life, the r e l i g i o u s  a n d  m a t e r i a l i s t i c
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of h i s t o r y ,  the r e s p e c t i v e  M a n i f e s t o s  and 
B i b l e s ,  the F a t h e r s  of the C h u r c h  an d  the C o m m u n i s t  P a ­
t r i a r c h s ,  the r i g o r o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the 'holy* w r i ­
tings, the n e t w o r k  of d e v o t e d  p r i e s t s  a n d  P a r t y  w o r k e r s ,  
and the a r d o r  of e v a n g e l i s m  a n d  c o n v e r s i o n .  T h e  b a s i c  
d i f f e r e n c e s  are, of c o u r s e ,  too w e l l  k n o w n  to be r e p e a t e d  
here.

6 3B o r o d i n e  is the ' R o m a n  t y p e . ' We see in h i m  the 
s p i r i t u a l  f a t h e r  of a h o s t  of o t h e r  ' f u n c t i o n a r i e s '  of 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  in the s u c c e e d i n g  e v e n t s ,  h a m m e r  and tool 
of a l a r g e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  w h o s e  s t r u c t u r e  he d o m i n a t e s ,  
r e m a i n i n g  at the s a m e  t i m e  o b e d i e n t  to o r d e r s .  His s t r u c ­
ture has c h a n g e d  int o  a c o m p l i c a t e d  m a c h i n e  s i m p l y  o b e y i n g  
the p h y s i c a l  laws of m o v e m e n t ,  and f i n a l l y  e n d i n g ,  lik e  
G a r i n e , i n t o  a f o r c e d  o b e d i e n c e .

64 I n t e l l i g e n t  C h i n e s e  like T c h e n g - D a i  h a v e  j u d g e d  
t h e m  v e r y  w e l l .  "I k n o w  w h a t  it m e a n s  to die. I k n o w  
that s a c r i f i c e s  are n e c e s s a r y ,  but . . .  I t h i n k  that y o u  
a n d  y o u r  f r i e n d s  G a r i n e  a r e  not g o o d  p a s t o r s  for the 
p e o p l e  . . . an d  e v e n  m o r e ,  y o u  a r e  d a n g e r o u s  for them.
I t h i n k  that y o u  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  d a n g e r o u s ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  
d o n ' t  l o v e  t h e m . "  (C 140)

^ A .  M a l r a u x ,  " A p p e l  a u x  I n t e l l e c t u e l s ," S a l l e  
P l e y e l ,  P a r i s ,  5 m a r s  1948.

^ H a n n a h  A r e n d t ,  o p . c l t ., p. 41.

^ " E v e r y t h i n g  that f a l l s  in t h e i r  ( r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ]  
h a n d s  is o r g a n i z e d  as t h e i r  a d v a n c e  p r o g r e s s e s ;  the i n s u r ­
r e c t i o n  h a s  d e f i n i t e l y  R u s s i a n  or E u r o p e a n  c a d r e s ;  the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e m p l o y e e s  at e a c h  l e v e l  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
g u i d e  the i n s u r r e c t i o n i s t s .  T h e r e  is a m i l i t a r y  c o m m i t t e e  
that d i r e c t s  the w h o l e  m o v e m e n t .  . . ." s a y s  the p o l i c e  
c o m m i s s i o n e r  M a r t i a l . "  (CH 90)

6 8B. T. F i n c h  is c o r r e c t  w h e n  he w r i t e s :  "Kvo
has o p t e d  for the life in the w o r l d  r a t h e r  t h a n  for his 
i n n e r  life . . . b e c a u s e  w h a t  m a n  is to h i m s e l f  c a n n o t
be of any u s e  to t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  . . . W h a t
I n t e r e s t s  h i m  is the c a p a c i t y  of a m a n  . . . T h e  i n t i m a t e
b e i n g  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  h i m s e l f  c a n n o t  h a v e  a n y  p l a c e  in 
t h e s e  [ M a l r a u x ' s ]  n o v e l s  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  the w o r l d  that 
they d e s c r i b e  is the w o r l d  of r e v o l u t i o n . "  L e s d e u x  u n i - 
v e r s  d ' A n d r e  M a l r a u x  (Paris: A r c h i v e s  des L e t t r e s  M o -  
d e r n e s ,  19 6 4 ) ,  No. 52, p. 70.
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". . . The m a i n  thing, w h a t  r e a l l y  w a s  d i s ­
t u r b i n g  h i m  to the p o i n t  of a n x i e t y ,  w a s  that s u d d e n l y  he 
w a s  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  h e r  [May] by a f e e l i n g  that he did not 
k n o w  h o w  to c a l l  a n d  yet, as d e s t r u c t i v e  as t i m e  or 
de a t h :  he c o u l d  not fin d  he r  a n y m o r e .  . . ." (CH 43)

. . . it is the S t a l i n i s t  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  w h i c h
it w a s  i m p o s e d  an a b s o l u t e  d e f e n s i v e  p o l i c y  w h i c h  led to 
t h e  P act of N o n - A g g r e s s i o n  w i t h  H i t l e r ' s  G e r m a n y  (1939) 
and w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  the use of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l e  and 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  a g a i n s t  al l  a t t e m p t s  to d e v e l o p  
or to e x p a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t s  in the d i f f e r e n t  
c o u n t r i e s  of the w o r l d . "  L. G o l d m a n n ,  o p . cit ■ , p. 102.

^ W .  M. F r o h o c k ,  " T h e  P o w e r  an d  the G l o r y , "
M a i r a u x , R . W . B .  Lew i s ,  e d ., p. 57.

7 2H e n r i  D u m a z e a u ,  M a l r a u x ,  La c o n d i t i o n  h u m a i n e  
(Paris: H a t i e r ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p. 35.

7 3 F e o d o r  D o s t o i e v s k y ,  T h e  B r o t h e r s  K a r a m a z o v  (New 
Y o r k :  M o d e r n  L i b r a r y ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  p~ 8 6 3 . " F r a t e r n i t y  ("bratstvo), 
D o s t o i e v s k y  says, is f o u n d  o n l y  in the t o t a l  d e n i a l  of the 
s e l f  and in the u n l i m i t e d  s e r v i c e  to o t h e r s . "  R u f u s  
M a t h e w s o n ,  " M a l r a u x  a n d  D o s t o i e v s k y , "  A m e r i c a n  C o n t r i b u ­
t i o n s  to the F o u r t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of S l a v i c i s t s  
(1958), p. 22.

74 S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  the p a i n t e r  R o u a u l t ,  M a l r a u x  o n c e  
w r o t e :  " C h r i s t  a n d  no t  God, d e l i v e r s  f rom the a b s u r d  t h o s e
w h o  b e l i e v e  in h i m . "  A. M a l r a u x ,  " N o t e s  s u r  l ' e x p r e s s i o n  
t r a g i q u e  . . . F o r m e  s (Paris: E d i t i o n s  F r a n c i s e s )  ,
d e c e m b r e  1929, p. 6 .

^ H e n r i  D u m a z e a u ,  o p . c i t ., p. 35. B e c a u s e  the 
m o s t  I m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  for K a t o w ,  as it was for K y o  and 
s o m e w h a t  to a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  for all o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  
is a t e n d e n c y  to s a v e  h i m s e l f  by a c o n c e r n  for o t h e r s  
r a t h e r  than a l l o w  h i m s e l f  to w e a k e n  in d e s p a i r i n g  and 
e x h a u s t i n g  in s e 1 f - c o n c e r n ; not * 1 ’ K a t o w  w o u l d  r e p e a t  
w i t h  M a l r a u x ,  but 'man* w h e r e v e r  he is b e i n g  c r u s h e d ,  is 
my c o n c e r n .

7 6 I*" s e e m s  that a l i n e  is d r a w n  by M a l r a u x  b e t w e e n  
the i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  the w o r k e r  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e ­
m ent, c o n c e r n i n g  the d e g r e e  of t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e  for the s ame  
ideal, w h i c h  is, in o u r  o p i n i o n ,  d e a r  to the o f f i c i a l  
C o m m u n i s t  line. Kyo an d  Pel ,  two C o m m u n i s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  
e i t h e r  c o m m i t  s u i c i d e  (an a n t i - M a r x i s t  a t t i t u d e )  in an 
e f f o r t  to a v o i d  the t e r r i b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of t o r t u r e  or 
of b e i n g  b u r n e d  a l i v e ,  o r  m a n a g e  to e s c a p e  the m a s s a c r e
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w a i t i n g  for m o r e  p r o p i t i o u s  m o m e n t s .  K a t o w ,  the w o r k e r ,  
g o e s  o n e  s t e p  f u r t h e r ;  he o v e r c o m e s  the f e a r  of d e a t h ,  
c h a l l e n g e s  the s u p r e m e  s u f f e r i n g  to r e a c h  the p e a k  of h u m a n  
f r a t e r n i t y ,  the a b s o l u t e  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  men. S o u e n  a g a i n  
a w o r k e r ,  f i g h t s  w i t h  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p  to the e nd, 
is c a p t u r e d ,  s u f f e r s  w i t h  his f r i e n d s  a n d  s h a r e s  the u l ­
t i m a t e  d e s t i n y  w i t h  them, death, as he d i d  w i t h  his life.

^ " S t a l i n ' s  i n v e n t i o n  . . . has c o n s i s t e d  s i m p l y
in t r e a t i n g  p e o p l e  l i k e  m a c h i n e s .  He has t h o u g h t  of his 
e m p i r e  as a v a s t  a n d  u n i q u e  m a c h i n e ;  m a n  is o n l y  a d e ­
t a c h e d  s p a r e  p a r t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  d e t a c h a b l e .  A l l  m e n . "
J. R o u s s a u l t ,  "Le s e n s  du S t a l i n i s m e , "  L 1A g e  N o u v e a u ,
No. 79 (fevr. 1 9 5 3 ) ,  p. 70.

7 8W. H. F r o h o c k ,  " M a l r a u x ,  the P o w e r  an d  the G l o r y , "  
R . W . B .  L e w i s ,  ed., M a l r a u x , p. 18.

79 G a r i n e  w a s  v e r y  r i g h t  in f e a r i n g  T c h e n g - D a i  and 
the r a l l y i n g  p o w e r  of his n a t i o n a l i s t i c  C h i n e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  
w h i c h  c o u l d  be u s e d  by the y o u n g  g e n e r a l s  of the K u o m i n -  
t a n g .

8 0" D o n ' t  y o u  t h i n k  that it is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of 
th e  h u m a n  r a c e ' s  s t u p i d i t y  tha t  a m a n  w h o  has o n l y  one l ife 
s h o u l d  w a s t e  it for an i d e a ? "  (CH 185)

81 For F e r r a l ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  is "th e  p o s s e s s i o n  of 
the m e a n s  to c o m p e l  t h i n g s  an d  p e o p l e . "  (CH 183)

8 2"Those w h o  s e e k  c o n t r o l  of t h e m s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  the 
d o m i n a t i o n  of o t h e r s ,  c a n n o t  e n d  but in u s e l e s s  c r u e l t i e s  
of t o r t u r e  and s a d i s m .  It is the p e r v e r s i o n  of the p r o j e c t  
of M a s t e r h o o d . "  S. D o u b r o v s k y ,  C o r n e i l l e  et la d i a l e c t i q u e  
du h g r o s  (Paris: G a l l i m a r d ,  19 6 3 ) ,  p. 502.

8 3" C l a p p i q u e  h a d  s e e n  e n o u g h  of r e j e c t e d  p e o p l e  
d u r i n g  the C h i n e s e  an d  S i b e r i a n  [civil] w a r s  to k n o w  that 
a n e g a t i o n  of the w o r l d  is b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by the i n t e n s e  
h u m i l i a t i o n ;  o n l y  b l o o d  s t u b b o r n l y  shed, d r u g s  an d  
n e u r a s t h e n i a  n o u r i s h  s u c h  l o n e l i n e s s e s . "  (CH 218)

* ^ L 1 E x p r e s s , 25 d e c e m b r e  1954, p. 11.
ft C

R. C a i l l o i s ,  "La v i e  est i n e p u i s a b l e  , " P.
G a i l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s  . . . , p. 96.

8 6" W h a t  e l s e  is i t , — M a l r a u x  w r o t e  in 1 9 2 9 , - - b u t  
a r e f u s a l  to a c c e p t  the p o w e r  of c o n s t r a i n t  by t h i n g s ,  and 
to c r e a t e  a w o r l d  at o u r  i m a g e  w h e n  we do not w a n t  to be 
at the i m a g e  of the w o r l d ? "  A. M a l r a u x ,  " P o n t  E g a r e "  by 
P. V e r y ,  in La N o u v e l l e  R e v u e  F r a n q a i s e  ( d e c e m b r e  19?9), 
N o t e s , p . 839.
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8 7Les C a r a c t e r e s , q u o t e d  by A. V a n d e g a n s ,  op. c l t .,
p. 267.

8 8J. P l a n n e r ,  M e n  an d  M o n u m e n t s  (New Y o r k :
H a r p e r  an d  Row, 1 9 5 7 ) ,  p. 36.

89 G. P i c o n ,  M a l r a u x  p a r  l u i - m e m e , p. 90, n o t e  by 
M a i r a u x  N o . 3 8 .

90 A. M a l r a u x ,  " S p e e c h  in the C o n g r e s s  of S o v i e t  
W r i t e r s , "  M o s c o w ,  A u g u s t ,  1934, q u o t e d  by Y F S , No. 18 
( 1 9 5 7 ) ,  p. 28.

9 1 I b i d ., p. 29.
9 2A. M a l r a u x ,  " L i t e r a t u r e  In T w o  W o r l d s , "  in 

P a r t i s a n  R e v i e w , vol. ii, No. 6 , J a n . - F e b .  1935, p. 14,
" M a l r a u x 1s a t t i t u d e  r e f l e c t s  an i r o n i c  m o o d , "  

w r i t e s  M a l r a u x ' s  f r i e n d ,  G e o r g e s  G a b o r y ,  "if iri ny is the 
d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  w h a t  t h i n k  it is (or we w o u l d  l i k e  it to 
be) a n d  w h a t  r e a l l y  is. O t h e r w i s e  h o w  ca n  he p r o f e s s  that 
the " v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  of the U S S R  is the e m o d i m e n t  of t h e i r  
( i n t e l l e c t u a l s )  h o p e s . "  A f t e r  H i t l e r ’s c o m i n g  to p o w e r  
[ J a n u a r y ,  1933] M a l r a u x  d e v e l o p e d  f u r t h e r  his C o m m u n i s t  
l e a n i n g s ,  w h i c h  e n d e d  in A u g u s t  1939, a f t e r  the c o n c l u s i o n  
of the N a z i - S o v i e t  N o n - A g g r e s s i o n  Pact.

9 3 Ib i d . ,  pp. 15-16.

1266 .
94 In C o m m u n e , No. 23 ( j u i l l e t  19 3 5 ) ,  pp. 1 2 6 4 -

9 5 S ee T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  for the D e ­
f e n s e  of C u l t u r e ,  P a r i s ,  1 n o v e m b r e  1935; q u o t e d  by Y F S ,
No. 18 (1957), p. 51.

9 6A. M a l r a u x ,  " O u r  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e , "  q u o t e d  by 
Y F S , No. 18 (1957), pp. 31-38.

9 7J. L a c o u t u r e  d e s c r i b e s  the s c e n e  of M a l r a u x ’s 
a r r i v a l  in M a d r i d :  "He [ M a l r a u x ]  l a n d e d  in J u l y  21, [1936]
in M a d r i d  a c c o m p a n e d  by C l a r a  . . . M a l r a u x  w i t h  his fist
r a i s e d  and h i s  b r o t h e r l y  " S a l u d ! "  at the tip of his t o n g u e ,  
goes up and d o w n  M a d r i d ,  t r a v e l s  to B a r c e l o n a ,  w h e r e  he 
c o l l e c t s ,  d u r i n g  the v e r y  f i r s t  d a y s  of f i g h t i n g ,  o b s e r ­
v a t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  the first c h a p t e r  of L ’ E s p o  i r .' 
J. L a c o u t u r e ,  A n d r e  M a l r a u x , t r a n s l .  by A. S t e r r d a u  (New 
Y o r k :  P a n t h e o n  B o o k s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p. 227.

T h e  S p a n i s h  C i v i l  W a r  w a s  a r e a l  t e s t  of c o n ­
s c i e n c e  for m a n y  m i l l i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  E u r o p e a n  l e a d e r s .
On N o v e m b e r  26, 1975 Le M o n d e  of P a r i s  p u b l i s h e d  an u n k n o w n
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l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by the F r e n c h  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  L e o n  Blum, 
an d  a d d r e s s e d  to P r e s i d e n t  V. A u r i o l .  A m o n g  o t h e r s  it 
rea d s :  ", . . N o u s  r i s q u o n s  d ' e t r e  les v i c t i m e s  de
n o t r e  g e n e r o s i t e .  . . . P o u r  m a  p a r t ,  je v o u s  le dis
f r a n c h e m e n t ,  je ne p o u r r a l  a s s i s t e r  i m p u l s s a n t  a un leu de 
d u p e s  . . ( u n d e r l i n e d  in the te x t ) .  D a t e d  Aug. 11,
1936 .

98 In the f i r s t  e d i t i o n  of L 'Es po i r , s e r i a l i z e d  in 
La N o u v e l l e  R e v u e  F r a n g a i s e , 1-e r  n o v e m b r e  1937, on p a g e  
767 we r e a d  the f o l l o w i n g :  " L u k a c s  [the H u n g a r i a n  M a r x i s t
p h i l o s o p h e r ]  d a n s  un de ses l i v r e s  E t h l q u e  et P o l i t i q u e  
c o n c l u a i t
1 1i n c o n c i 1 i a b i 1 ite de ces p o i n t s  de vue , a l e u r  o p p o s i t i o n  
irre d u e t i b l e . D e u x  j o u r s  p l u s  t a r d  s o n  ami L i e b k n e c h t  and 
Ro s a  L u x e m b o u r g  e t a i e n t  a s s a s s l n e s .  La s e m a i n e  s u i v a n t e ,  
il e n t r a i t  au P a r t i  C o m m u n i s t e ," dit G a r c i a ,  -Ce q u l  n'a 
sans d o u t e  pa s  r e s o l u  son p r o b l e m e , "  r e p o n d  Scali.

In the b o o k  e d i t i o n  of L 'E s p o i  r this p a s s a g e  Is 
r e p l a c e d  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g :

P o u r  un h o m m e  q u i  p e n s e ,  la r e v o l u t i o n  est t r a g i -  
que. M a i s  p o u r  un tel h o m m e ,  la vie a u s s i  est tra- 
gi q u e .  Et si e ' e s t  p o u r  s u p p r i m e r  sa t r a g e d i e  q u ' i l  
c o m p t e  su r  la r e v o l u t i o n  il p e n s e  de t r a v e r s ,  e ' e s t  
t o u t . "  (E 285) 

w h i c h  is not too d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the first.
9 9J . - P .  Sar re, " P r e f a c e , "  R. S t e p h a n e ,  Le P o r ­

tr a i t  d 'un a v e n t u r i e r  (Paris: Ed. S a g e s  H a r r e ,  1950), p.
10

^ ^ " L a r g o  C a b a l l e r o ,  the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  of S p a i n  
in S e p t e m b e r  1936, h a d  to e a r n  his l i v i n g  at the age of 
e i g h t ,  and l e a r n e d  to rea d  a n d  w r i t e  at the age of t w e n t y -  
f o u r . "  P. G a i l l a r d ,  L* E s p o i  r (Paris: H a t i e r ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p. 11.

^ ^ " W h e n  the t o r c h  p a s s e s  to o t h e r  h a n d s ,  to o t h e r  
men, to o t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  let t h e m  r e m e m b e r ,  if they e v e r  
feel t h e i r  b l o o d  b o l l  an d  the S p a n i s h  t e m p e r  is o n c e  m o r e  
i n f u r i a t e d  w i t h  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  h a t r e d  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  let 
t h e m  t h i n k  of the dead, an d  l i s t e n  to t h e i r  less o n :  the
l e s s o n  of t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b r a v e l y  f a l l e n  in b a t t l e ,  g e n ­
e r o u s l y  f i g h t i n g  for a g r e a t  id e a l ,  and w h o  now, p r o t e c t e d  
by t h e i r  m a t e r n a l  soil, feel no h a t e  or r a n c o u r ,  a n d  who 
s e n d  us, w i t h  the s p a r k l i n g  of t h e i r  li g h t ,  t r a n q u i l  and 
r e m o t e  as t h a t  of a star, the m e s s a g e  of the e t e r n a l  
F a t h e r l a n d  w h i c h  s a y s  to all its sons: P e a c e ,  P i t y  and
P a r d o n . "  " M a n u e l  A z a n a  at B a r c e l o n a ,  18 J u l y  1938; q u o t e d  
by H u g h  T h o m a s ,  The S p a n i s h  C i v i l  W a r  (New Y o r k :
H a r p e r  and B r o t h e r s ,  1961), pp. 6 2 3 - 6 2 4 .
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10 2 [The b o o k ]  It r e d u c e s  i t s e l f  into two c h a r a c ­
ters, the h e r o  a n d  his s e n s e  of life; i n d i v i d u a l  a n t a g ­
o n i s m s  w h i c h  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  the c o m p l e x i t y  of the full 
l e n g t h  nov e l ,  do not f i g u r e  h e r e . "  (TM, P r e f a c e ) .

10 3A. M a l r a u x ,  " R e p l y  to T r o t z k y , "  R . W . B .  L e w i s ,  
ed., M a l r a u x , p. 24.

104 R. B e s p a l o f f ,  " L ' i r r u p t i o n  de la t e n d r e s s e , "
P. G a i l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s  . . . , p. 70.

105 I b i d . , p . 7 2.

^ ^ L .  G o l d m a n n ,  o p . c i t ., p. 140.

^ ^ R a l p h  B a t e s ,  " M a l r a u x 1s Best N o v e l , "  The Ne w  
Rep u b 1 i c , 16 N o v e m b e r  1938, p. 49

^  ® A n d  re M a l r a u x ,  " F o r g i n g  M a n ' s  Fate In S p a i n , "
Th e N a t i o n , No. 144 (mars 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p. 315.

109 A. M a l r a u x ,  " S p e e c h  in Mu t ua 1 i te ," Pa r i s , 23
d e c e m b r e  1936, in Y F S , No. 18 (195 7 ) ,  p.

C h i a r a m o n t e ,  " M a l r a u x  an d  the D e m o n  of 
A c t i o n , "  in R . W . B .  L e w i s ,  ed., o p . c i t ., p. 109.

^ ^ M .  A r l a n d ,  " L ' u n e  des p l u s  b e l l e  f i g u r e s  
d 'a u j o u r d *h u i ," in P. G a i l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s  . . , p.
25 .

112 See n o t e  105 a b o v e .
1 1 3 L o u i s  G i l l e t ,  " I d e a l  d 'a r i s t o c r a t e  . ,"

P. G a i l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s  . . . , p. 80.
114 E m m a n u e l  M o u n t e r ,  " A n d r e  M a l r a u x  et l ' i m p o s i -  

b i l i t e  de l ' e c h e a n c e , "  in G. P i c o n ,  M a l r a u x  p a r  l u l - m e m e , 
p. 95.

^ ~ * " L i k e  a Dos t o i e v s k i a n  m a n  he has f o u n d  a 
p r i m a r y  c a u s e ,  that is, j u s t i c e .  An d  so he is at rest 
at all s i d e s  and, c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he c a r r i e s  out his r e ­
v e n g e  c a l m l y  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b e i n g  p e r s u a d e d  that he is
d o i n g  a j u s t  a n d  h o n e s t  t h i n g . "  ( D o s t o i e v s k y ,  N o t e s  .
W a l t e r  K a u f m a n n ,  o p . c i t ., p. 64.

P i c o n ,  M a l r a u x  pa r  l u l - m e m e , p. 24.
117 E s s a y s  . . . , p. 278.
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118 "It is a s i g n i f i c a n t  fact that his C o m m u n i s t -  
i n c l i n e d  p e r i o d  has b e e n  the onl y  one w h e n  his [ M a l r a u x ' s ]  
t h o u g h t  has n e v e r  d e v e l o p e d  in the f o r m  of an e s s a y  of 
s o m e  l e n g t h . "  G. Pi c o n ,  M a l r a u x  . . . , p. 91.

119 H. P e y r e ,  E s s a y s  . . . , p. 279.
120 A. M a l r a u x ,  " L i t e r a t u r e  in T w o  W o r l d s , "  
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C H A P T E R  T H R E E  

B E Y O N D  T H E  R E V O L U T I O N : H I S T O R Y  A N D  A R T

A f t e r  F r a n c o ' s  v i c t o r y  in Spa i n ,  M a l r a u x  r e t u r n e d  

to F r a n c e ,  and w a r  wa s  r a g i n g  t h e r e  a l s o .  He w a s  s t a y i n g  

in Q u e r e y  in the S o u t h e r n  r e g i o n  of F r a n c e  w h e n  the G e r m a n  

a r m i e s  I n v a d e d  P o l a n d  in S e p t e m b e r ,  1939. M a l r a u x  left 

for P a r i s ,  r i c h  w i t h  the S p a n i s h  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  h i s  m i n d  

a l r e a d y  m a d e  up a b o u t  the c o m i n g  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  S i m o n e  

de B e a u v o i r  w r o t e  in he r  dia r y :  " M a l r a u x  a p p e a r s  to w a n t

to e n l i s t  in the t ank c o r p s ,  but has b e e n  r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  

of h i s  n e r v o u s  tics T h e  t r u t h  is that he v o l u n t e e r e d

a n d  w a s  not r e j e c t e d ;  in M a y  1940, a f t e r  n i n e  m o n t h s  of 

t r a i n i n g  he w a s  sen t  to F l a n d e r s  to fight the a d v a n c i n g  

G e r m a n  a r m i e s .  It w a s  too late, b e c a u s e  the w h o l e  

F r e n c h  s y s t e m  of d e f e n s e  w a s  c o l l a p s i n g .

D u r i n g  this s h o r t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  M a l r a u x  w a s  p art of 

the t a n k  co r p s .  On e  a w f u l  day his t a n k  f e l l  i n t o  a trap. 

I n s i d e  the pit, w a i t i n g  for the G e r m a n  s h e l l s  to come, he 

and hi s  t h r e e  c o m r a d e s  w e r e  t e r r o r i z e d .  The e x p e r i e n c e  

w a s  d e s c r i b e d  In d e t a i l  In his n o v e l  The W a l n u t  T r e e s  of 

A 1 1e n b u r g . C o m i n g  out s a f e l y  f r o m  that trap, M a l r a u x ' s  

tan k  a d v a n c e d  to an a b a n d o n e d  v i l l a g e .  It is t h e r e  that
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the s e r e n i t y  of l ife c o n t r a s t i n g  w i t h  w a r  s h o c k e d  M a l r a u x ,  

as if he h a d  b e e n  in a m a g i c a l  c o u n t r y :  " l i k e  o n e  w h o  e n ­

c o u n t e r s  I n d i a  for the f i r s t  t i m e , "  (NA 193) In the ol d  

and o b s t i n a t e  wa y  of life, in the u n c h a n g e d  n a t u r e  and 

in the p e o p l e  l i v i n g  in the v i l l a g e  g e n e r a t i o n  a f t e r  g e n ­

e r a t i o n ,  inde e d ,  in e v e r y t h i n g  that b o r e  m a n ' s  i m p r i n t  

in that d e s o l a t e d  v i l l a g e ,  M a l r a u x  w a s  s e e i n g  the rea l  

s t u f f  of h i s t o r y :  M a n  s t r u g g l i n g  for s u r v i v a l  a g a i n s t  an

a m b u s h e d  d e a t h ,  e a c h  r e a d y  to j u m p  at the o t h e r ' s  t h r o a t .  

S i t t i n g  on a b e n c h ,  two ol d  p e o p l e ,  u n a b l e  to w a l k ,  w e r e  

e n j o y i n g  the w a r m  s p r i n g  sun, i n d i f f e r e n t  to all that was 

g o i n g  a r o u n d .  " W h e n  y o u  are o l d , "  s a i d  one of them, 

" e v e r y t h i n g  b e c o m e s  w o r n  o u t . "  (NA 194) E v e n  d e a t h  l o s e s  

its f r i g h t e n i n g  c h a r a c t e r .  R e c a l l i n g  the m e m o r i e s  of that 

m o r n i n g ,  M a l r a u x  w r o t e :  ", . . W h a t  I b e a r  w i t h i n  me is 

the d i s c o v e r y  of a s i m p l e  a n d  h o l y  s e c r e t .  I h a v e  s e e n  

e a r t h  w i t h  d i v i n e  e y e s  . . . T h i s  m o r n i n g  I w a s  not a f r a i d

of d e a t h . "  (NA 194)

The f o l l o w i n g  J u n e ,  M a l r a u x  wa s  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  and 

w a s  s e n t  to an i m p r o v i s e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p ,  f r o m  w h i c h  

he e s c a p e d  in N o v e m b e r ,  1940, r e a c h i n g  the " F r e e  Z o n e "  in 

the South. He s e t t l e d  in R o q u e b r u n e  a b o v e  Nice. It is 

t h e r e  t h a t  h e  u n d e r t o o k  to w r i t e  a b o o k  a b o u t  T. E. 

L a w r e n c e  an d  a n o v e l  to be c a l l e d  Th e  S t r u g g l e  w i t h  the 

A n g e l  w h i c h  w a s  to t r a n s p o s e  in l i t e r a t u r e  the l i v i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e  of M a n  s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  the a m b u s h e d  d e a t h ,
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the d i s c o v e r y  of "th e  s i m p l e  and h o l y  s e c r e t . "

W a r  w a s  g o i n g  on f e r o c i o u s l y ,  but M a l r a u x  w a s  e n ­

j o y i n g  the life of a p r i n c e  in a v i l l a .  He s p e n t  m o s t  of 

hi s  tim e  t h i n k i n g  an d  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  his o n l y  c o n c e r n — raan. 

He w a s  t r y i n g  to d e f i n e  a n o t i o n  of m a n  v e r y  m u c h  like 

A l v e a r  an d  U n a m u n o ,  w h o ,  d u r i n g  the S p a n i s h  C i v i l  War, ha d  

s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  the s a m e  p r o b l e m  f r o m  t h e i r  c l o s e d  s t u d i o s ,  

a w a y  f r o m  the t u r m o i l  of a t r o u b l e d  war.

In his n o v e l s  on r e v o l u t i o n  M a l r a u x  h a d  t r i e d  to

g ive f a c e s  a n d  n a m e s  to the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the p r o l e ­

t a r i a t ,  to r e i n c a r n a t e  into d i g n i f i e d  h u m a n  b e i n g s  the

m a s s e s  t i r e d  of b e i n g  r e j e c t e d  an d  h u m i l i a t e d .  R e i n c a r n a ­

ted an d  b r o u g h t  to lif e  by M a l r a u x ' s  g e n i u s ,  the p r o l e ­

t a r i a t  a p p e a r e d  as a p o w e r f u l  fo r c e ,  t r y i n g  w i t h  c o u r a g e  

a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to f o r m u l a t e  a ne w  h o p e  to life, m o r e  

r e w a r d i n g  b o t h  in b a s i c  n e e d s  a n d  in h u m a n  d i g n i t y .  The 

p r o l e t a r i a t  i t s e l f  ha d  p l a c e d  its h o p e s  on M a r x i s t  b e l i e f s  

and n o u r i s h e d  t h e m  w i t h  M a r x i s t  p r o p a g a n d a .  It wa s  i n d e e d

a q u e s t i o n  of h o n o r .  It w a s  a q u e s t i o n  of the r e v o l t e d
2h u m a n  d i g n i t y ,  of an i n j u r y  to be p a i d  b ack.

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  that t r i e d  to i m p r o v e  

p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s — an d  w a s  e x p e c t e d  to free the i n d i v i d u a l  

as w e l l - - w a s  a p r i v i l e g e d  m o m e n t  in the m a k i n g  of h i s t o r y .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h o s e  w h o  m a d e  that h i s t o r y  l i v e d  long 

e n o u g h  to see that v i c t o r y  w a s  n o t  yet won. W h a t  f i l l e d  

t h e m  w i t h  joy a n d  k e p t  t h e m  g o i n g  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m ,
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h o w e v e r ,  w a s  the s t r u g g l e  I t s e l f ,  not Its d i s t a n t  end; 

in it t hey f o u n d  b r o t h e r h o o d  that g a v e  life and b r e a t h  

to t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .

Yet, t h e s e  e n t h u s e d  p e o p l e  do not a s s u r e  the c o n ­

t i n u i t y  of m a n ' s  a d v e n t u r e  on e a r t h .  It is a n o t h e r  c a t e ­

g o r y  of m a n - - s i m p l e  in t h e i r  w a y  of life, m o d e s t ,  c a l m  

a n d  r e s i g n e d - - t h e  c o m m o n  h u m a n  m a t e r i a l  that p e r p e t u a t e s  

i t s e l f  t h r o u g h  c e n t u r i e s ,  that w e a v e s  h i s t o r y .

H i s t o r y  b e c o m e s  the b a t t l e g r o u n d  w h e r e  m a n ' s  f r e e ­

d o m  s t u b b o r n l y  f i g h t s  m a n ' s  d e s t i n y .  Th e  f i e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  

in M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s  r e a l i z e d  h o w  the w o r l d  li v e s ,  and h o w  

life a d v a n c e s  in its i r r e v e r s i b l e  c o n t i n u i t y ,  u n d i s t u r b e d ,  

a b o v e  the d a i l y  h u m a n  w o r r i e s  a n d  s u f f e r i n g .  T h r o u g h  

c u l t u r e s  and c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  h i s t o r y  p r o v i d e s  us w i t h  a 

p e r s p e c t i v e  of m a n ' s  a d v e n t u r e  t h r o u g h  the c e n t u r i e s .  

R e l i g i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  and art e m e r g e  s i m p l y  as 

s i n g l e  a s p e c t s  of the t o t a l i t y  of m a n ' s  h i s t o r y ,  r e m a i n ­

ing at the s a m e  t i m e  the m a i n  f o r c e s  that s h a p e  that 

hi s t o r y .

W h e n  a b s o l u t e  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  lost its i n d i s p e n ­

s a b l e  r i g h t  to i n t e r p r e t  the w o r l d ,  two n e w  m o r e  t a n g i b l e  

b e l i e f s  r e p l a c e d  it. T h e y  w e r e  the n a t i o n  a n d  the p e o p l e , 

b o t h  of t h e m  b e i n g  the c o n c r e t e  f o r m  of m o d e r n  h i s t o r y .  

M a l r a u x  w r i t e s :  " E m o t i o n s  c e n t e r i n g  on the P e o p l e  and the

N a t i o n  are, an d  a l w a y s  so in t i m e s  of c o n f l i c t ,  f o r m s  of 

c o m m u n i o n . "  (VS 4 8 2 ) ^
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T h e r e  is a s i m i l a r i t y  in the t h o u g h t  s t r u c t u r e  of

t h e s e  b e l i e f s  and r e l i g i o n .  In g e n e r a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h

m e a n s  b e l i e f  in God and an a c c e p t a n c e  of His r e v e l a t i o n

as b e i n g  true. O f t e n  B i b l i c a l  faith is a l s o  a b e l i e f  in

G o d ' s  f i d e l i t y  to His p r o m i s e s .  This f a i t h  is i n t i m a t e l y

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  the h i s t o r y  of s a l v a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i m p l i e s

a c o n f i d e n t  e x p e c t a t i o n  of a t t a i n i n g  e t e r n a l  life for the

r e l i g i o u s  man. For the n o n - r e 1 i g i o u s  one the h i s t o r y  of

s a l v a t i o n  is a m e a n i n g f u l  c o u r s e  of h i s t o r y .  T h e r e  is

the h o p e  of r e a c h i n g  an o b j e c t i v e  r e g a r d e d  as a t t a i n a b l e .

If that o b j e c t i v e  is b e y o n d  m a n ' s  g r a s p  the r e l i g i o u s  on e

r e l i e s  on G o d ' s  " c o v e n a n t  p r o m i s e s , "  w h i l e  the n o n -

r e J i g i o u s  is o f f e r e d  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a h o p e  m a n a g e a b l e

by ma n  t h r o u g h  m a n ' s  own w i s d o m  and e f f o r t .  " H o p e , "

w r i t e s  M a l r a u x ,  "is h i s t o r y ' s  i m p u l s e ,  the I n e v i t a b l e  
4f u t u r e . "  T h e r e  is a t r u s t  in m a n ' s  p o t e n t i a l i t y  to

f orge his own fate a n d  d i r e c t  the e v e n t s - - w i t h  or w i t h o u t

G o d ' s  ass i s t a n c e - - t h a t  m a k e s  h i s t o r y  the d e s i r a b l e  f a b r i c

of m e a n i n g f u l  e v e n t s ;  thus, R e v o l u t i o n ,  as a m e a n i n g f u l

e v e n t ,  m a y  be c o n c e i v e d  as the m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of m a n ' s
5w i l l  a n d  f r e e d o m  to act. H i s t o r i c a l  a c t i o n  r e p l a c e s  

r e l i g i o n  as a y e a r n i n g  for d e f i n i t e  d e l i v e r a n c e ,  t h r o u g h  

m a n ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n - - n o t  G o d ' s - - I n t o  m a n ' s  e x i s t e n c e .  

M a l r a u x  e x p l a i n s :
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It is da y  to day an d  fro m  t h o u g h t  to t h o u g h t  that 
m e n  c r e a t e  the w o r l d  a n e w  in the i m a g e  of t h e i r  d e s ­
tiny, R e v o l u t i o n  o f f e r s  t h e m  the o n l y  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of t h e i r  d i g n i t y ;  e a c h  m a n  has the t a s k  of t r a n s ­
f o r m i n g  this p o s s i b i l i t y  i n t o  a p o s s e s s i o n  , . . For
e v e r y  n o b l e  t h o u g h t ,  e v e r y  w o r k  of art is the i n ­
f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e i n c a r n a t i o n s .  A n d  the h o a r y  
w o r l d  can find its s i g n i f i c a n c e  o n l y  t h r o u g h  the 
p r e s e n t  w i l l  of m a n  . ̂

S a l v a t i o n  by s o m e  act of de i t y ,  so p r o m i n e n t  in 

r e l i g i o n ,  is r e p l a c e d  by c o n f i d e n c e  in m a n ' s  e f f o r t s  to 

r e s t o r e  m a n k i n d  to its p a t h  of p r o g r e s s  w h e n e v e r  this p a t h  

has b e e n  d e v i a t e d  from, not as a r e s u l t  of the o r i g i n a l  

sin, but as a c o n s e q u e n c e  of h i s  ow n  w r o n g d o i n g s — s o c i a l , 

e c o n o m i c  or p s y c h o l o g i c a l .  D e l i v e r a n c e  c o m e s  by a c o n ­

s c i o u s ,  d e l i b e r a t e ,  h i s t o r i c a l  act of the i n d i v i d u a l , ^  or
g

by a c o n c e r t e d  and o r g a n i z e d  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t .  And 

f i n a l l y ,  as in the c a s e  of r e l i g i o n ,  in the m e s s i a n i c  era 

t h e r e  w i l l  be f e a r f u l  t r i b u l a t i o n s  b e f o r e  the c o m i n g  of

. . the d e s t r u c t i o n  of the f o r c e s  of e v i l  . . . and
9

the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of G o d ' s  r u l e  in a n e w  w o r l d . "  The

h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  of o u r  d a y s  are e l o q u e n t  e n o u g h

e x a m p l e s  of t h o s e  t r i b u l a t i o n s .

The E t e r n a l  in its d e a t h  t h r o e s  wa s  not r e p l a c e d  
by any s o r r y  s u b s t i t u t e  u n t i l  an a d v e r s a r y  w o r t h y  
of it n a m e l y ,  a n e w  E t e r n a l ,  has b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d .
W h a t  w a s  set up a g a i n s t  it wa s  the o n l y  e n e m y  of 
the E t e r n a l  w h i c h  the h u m a n  m i n d  c o u l d  find to cop e  
w i t h  it: this e n e m y  w a s  H i s t o r y .  (VS 481)

w r o t e  M a l r a u x .

The s u b s t i t u t i o n  of the a b s o l u t e ,  as c o n c e i v e d  

and m a i n t a i n e d  u n t i l  the M i d d l e  A g e s ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  "the
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m o s t  m o m e n t o u s  r e v o l u t i o n  in the h i s t o r y  of t h o u g h t .

The i m m e d i a c y  of r e a l i t y  w o n  o v e r  m a n ' s  c o n c e r n  for e t e r n ­

ity. As a r e s u l t ,  W e s t e r n  m a n  s o u g h t  s u b s t i t u t e s .  First, 

a d v e n t u r e ,  t h e n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  h i s t o r y  an d  art, 

a r e  for M a l r a u x  the c o n c r e t e  a s p e c t s  of t h i s  s u b s t i t u t i o n  

(or "la m o n n a i e " ) .  R e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to H i s t o r y ,  

M a l r a u x  d e c l a r e s :  " W h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  us f r o m  ou r  m a s t e r s ,

at the age of t w e n t y ,  wa s  the p r e s e n c e  of h i s t o r y .  For 

them, n o t h i n g  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  O u r  g e n e r a t i o n  wa s  b o r n  w i t h i n  

the h e a r t  of h i s t o r y  w h i c h  c r o s s e d  o u r  c a m p  l i k e  an a r m o r e d  

ta n k  . . , " ̂

T h a t  b l i n d  m a r c h  of d e s t i n y  had to be t r a n s f o r m e d  
1 2i n t o  an a w a r e n e s s ,  and a w i l l i n g n e s s  to c o n f r o n t  d e s t i n y  

w i t h  the h o p e ,  as in M a r x i s m  an d  d e m o c r a c y ,  that m a n  can 

s u c c e e d  to d o m i n a t e  d e s t i n y  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u b m i t  to it.

In our t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  W o r l d  W a r  On e  had o v e r ­

t u r n e d  m a n y  b a s i c  n o t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  of time and 
13s p a c e .  A f t e r  the w a r  e v e r y b o d y  felt i n c l u d e d  in u n i ­

v e r s a l  h i s t o r y ,  l o s i n g  in the p r o c e s s  the t e n d e n c y  to let 

o n e s e l f  g l i d e  a l o n g  the s t r e a m  of life. T h e r e  w a s  no 

m o r e  b l i n d  w i l l ,  no u n f o r m u l a t e d  a s p i r a t i o n s  w h i c h  w o u l d  

p r e p a r e  t h e  f u t u r e ,  as h a d  b e e n  the c a s e  in m a n y  p r e v i o u s
14g e n e r a t i o n s ,  n o t a b l y  the M i d d l e  A g e s  and the R e n a i s s a n c e .  

S u d d e n l y  the i n d i v i d u a l  c e a s e d  to k n o w  h o w  to act u n l e s s  

d r a f t e d  into the s c h e m e  of h i s t o r y .  E v e r y t h i n g  a p p e a r e d  

to b e  w o r l d - w i d e  a n d  u n i v e r s a l ,  in a l m o s t  a p o c a l y p t i c
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p r o p o r t i o n s ,  m a k i n g  the s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s m a l l n e s s  e v e n

m o r e  e v i d e n t ,  an d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  m o r e  p a i n f u l  to b ear. M a l -

r a u x ' s  e a r l y  m e n t o r ,  B e r n a r d  G r o e t h u y s e n ,  ha d  thi s  to s a Y :

M e n  of the p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  s e e m  to h a v e  put all 
t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  in the m a k e r s  of h i s t o r y ,  w h o s e  
a p p e a l  c o n s i s t s  in t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of e a c h  
p e r s o n ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  fate t h r o u g h  the d a t a  of u n i ­
v e r s a l  h i s t o r y .  F a i t h  has b e e n  p l a c e d  in h i s t o r y ,  
a h i s t o r y  w i t h o u t  God and w i t h o u t  P r o v i d e n c e ,  but 
t h o s e  v i e w s  s e e m  to s a t i s f y  the n e e d s  that i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n s  b a s e d  on i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s  ar e  i n c a p a b l e  
of, s i n c e  man, for m a n y  y e a r s ,  has a d m i t t e d  hi s  w e a k ­
n e s s  a n d  his lost c o n f i d e n c e  in his o w n  f o r c e s .^

For the t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  E u r o p e a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

a w a r e  of the s l o w  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i n ­

d i v i d u a l i s m ,  to c o n c u r  in the f l o w i n g  p r o c e s s  of h i s t o r y  

m e a n t ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  to b r e a k  w i t h  the p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  of 

hi s  c o n t i n e n t ' s  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  an d  to sid e  

w i t h  the c o l l e c t i v i t y  of m e n  in the w o r l d  at large. A c ­

t i o n  for a c t i o n ' s  s a k e  a l o n e  h a d  to be a b a n d o n e d ,  and 

a c t i v i t y  h a d  to a c q u i r e  a n o t h e r  m e a n i n g .  It h a d  to s e r v e  

a p u r p o s e  o t h e r  t h a n  its own; it h a d  to a c c o m m o d a t e  a 

v i s i o n  l a r g e r  than o n e  m a n ' s  life. T h u s ,  it h a d  to be 

a c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .

The t e r r i t o r y  s t r e t c h i n g  b e y o n d  the i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s  

b e l o n g s  to the f i e l d  of f r a t e r n i t y ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  be u n d e r ­

s t o o d  as a m o b i l i z a t i o n  s u s c e p t i b l e  of m a n i p u l a t i n g  h i s ­

tory. T h e  e f f i c i e n t  i n s t r u m e n t  for that m a n i p u l a t i o n  

s e e m e d  to be r e v o 1 u t i o a n r y  a c t i o n ,  w h o s e  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  

t o o k  on t h e  m a g n i t u d e  of a c o n t e m p o r a r y  fa i t h ,  and thus
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b r o u g h t  h o p e  for r e d e m p t i o n  in an a t m o s p h e r e  of true 

u r g e n c y -  " T h r o u g h  a c t i o n  on e  is t r a n s f o r m e d  into a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n ,  on e  g e t s  out of o n e s e l f  a n d  c h a n g e s  in the p r o c e s s  

of c h a n g i n g  the w o r l d , M a l r a u x  t e l l s  us. T h a t  c h a n g e  

p r o m o t e s  t h e  v i r i l e  f r a t e r n i t y ,  a f i r m  b e l i e f  in the s u ­

p r e m e  v a l u e  of h u m a n  c o m p a n i o n s h i p .

If the g r e a t  r e v e l a t i o n  of The W a l n u t  T r e e s  of

A l t e n b u r g  (1943) is tha t  . it is s u f f i c i e n t  to l o o k

at p e o p l e  l i v e  in o r d e r  to see the idea of f u n d a m e n t a l
1 7m a n k i n d  e m e r g i n g "  s y m b o l i c a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  by the s l o w  

g r o w t h  of the two w a l n u t  t r e e s  a n d  the s p r i n g  of life, the 

e v e r l a s t i n g  f a r m e r s '  w o r k  a n d  the ol d  w o m a n ' s  s m i l e ,  the 

o r d i n a r y  c r o w d  of M a r s e i l l e s  a n d  the s i m p l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  

in the t r e n c h e s  of w a r ,  t h e n  " h i s t o r y "  as u n d e r s t o o d  by 

h e r o e s  a n d  the fe w  e x a l t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a y  not g i v e  u n i ­

v e r s a l  m e a n i n g  to m o r a l  m a n ' s  life. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  in a 

p a r a l l e l  e n d e a v o r ,  m a n  h i m s e l f ,  w i t h  his own c r e a t i v e  

w o r k  a n d  w i l l  p o w e r ,  s h o u l d  i n v e n t  his o w n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  

and m a k e  of h i s t o r y  the p o s s e s s i o n  of h i m s e l f  a n d  of the 

w o r l d  w i t h i n  his re a c h .  F r o m  this p e r s p e c t i v e ,  h i s t o r y  

a p p e a r s  a s l o w e d - d o w n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  an d  m a n ' s  w o r k  a r e l a x ­

a t i o n  in the i n t e n s i t y  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h u m a n i s m .  The 

s t r u g g l e  w i t h  the a n g e l  is no l e s s  c r u e l  nor less 

b l o o d y  t h a n  the s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y ' s  p u p p e t s .

It is s i m p l y  e x t e n d e d  in t i m e  and s l a c k e n e d  in i n t e n s i t y .  

The p r i v i l e g e d  m o m e n t s  of a d v e n t u r e r s  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s
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are d i f f u s e d  into the long, e n d l e s s  c e n t u r i e s  of m a n ' s  

o b s t i n a t e  w i l l  in the s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  u n i v e r s a l  chaos.

In T h e  W a l n u t  T r e e s  of A l t e n b u r g , r e v o l u t i o n  

i t s e l f  is r e d u c e d  to be the a m b i t i o n  of a d a y d r e a m e r  r u n ­

n i n g  a f t e r  his i l l u s o r y  v i s i o n s  a n d  w h o s e  a w a k e n i n g  is 

b r u t a l l y  b r o u g h t  by the s e n s e l e s s  a c t  of a m a d m a n .  What 

is real, is wa r  in the East for the f a t h e r  and in the W e s t  

for the son, a w a r  that c u l m i n a t e d  w i t h  the a s p h y x i a t i o n  

of the R u s s i a n  s o l d i e r s .  In that u n i v e r s a l  ch a o s ,  r u b b i n g  

e l b o w s  w i t h  c r u e l t y  a n d  d e a t h ,  we find e m e r g i n g  a g a i n  

M a l r a u x ' s  m o s t  c h e r i s h e d  h u m a n  v a l u e ,  f r a t e r n i t y ,  the o n l y  

one a b l e  to r e a c h  as far as d e a t h  a n d  t o r t u r e .

A w a r e  of h i s  e x t r e m e  s m a l l n e s s  a n d  faced w i t h  o b ­

l i v i o n ,  m a n  s e a r c h e s  fo r  o t h e r  m e n ,  h o p i n g  to e s t a b l i s h  

h i m s e l f  in the n e w l y  c r e a t e d  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  c o n t i n u i t y  

in time a n d  e x t e n s i o n  in spa c e .  A l t h o u g h  th e  c o m m u n i t y  

d o e s  no t  p e r m a n e n t l y  d e l i v e r  m a n  f r o m  the a n x i e t y  of s o l i ­

tude, in M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s  c o m m o n  t i e s  w i t h  the r e s t  of 

h u m a n i t y ,  the e n t i r e  h u m a n  race, s e e m  to o f f e r  m o m e n t s  of 

r e l i e f  for the i n t o x i c a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  Th e  p a s s a g e  from 

the i n d i v i d u a l  a d v e n t u r e r  to the m e m b e r  of the r e c o g n i z e d  

c o m m u n i t y ,  as we h a v e  s e e n  it, i m p l i e s  a q u a l i t a t i v e  

c h a n g e ,  M a l r a u x  t r i e s  to e x t e n d  t his i m p r o v e m e n t  by 

s t r e t c h i n g  the m e a n i n g  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  act t h r o u g h  

the f l o w i n g  r i v e r  of a g e s  in the d u r a t i o n  of t i m e - - i n  

h i s t o r y .  If the r e v o l u t i o n  m a n i f e s t s  the p r e s e n c e  of
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h u m a n  w i l l  p o w e r  and f r e e d o m ,  ". . . it Is h i s t o r y  that is

in c h a r g e  of g i v i n g  m e a n i n g  to h u m a n  a d v e n t u r e - - a s  gods 

d o - - b y  c o n n e c t i n g  m a n  to the i n f i n i t e . "  (NA 140) H i s t o r y ,  

t h r o u g h  the m e m o r y  of m e n  a n d  the j u d g m e n t  of p o s t e r i t y  

a s s u r e s  for m a n  "a sca r  on e a r t h . "  H i s t o r y  g i v e s  m a n  the 

f e e l i n g  of c i r c u m v e n t i n g  the s o l i t a r y  c e l l  of i n d i v i d u a l  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  b y  a l l o w i n g  h i m  to j o i n  in the d u r a b l e  p r o c e s s  

of c o m m u n i t y  life, in "the a c t u a l  e f f o r t  of all t h e s e  me n 

a p p l y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  to m a i n t a i n  Ha n  . . ." (TO 98)

D e s c r i b i n g  the e x p e r i e n c e  of V i n c e n t  B e r g e r ,  M a l ­

r a u x  w r o t e :  "My f a t h e r  did not feel f u l l y  e f f i c i e n t  and

p a s s i o n a t e  a n y  l o n g e r  but at the s e r v i c e  of w h a t  he had 

h i m s e l f  c o n c e i v e d  or h e l p e d  to be c o n c e i v e d , "  (NA 65) 

s u c h  as the a p p e a l  of h i s t o r y ,  the c a m a r a d e r i e ,  the c o m b a t ,  

t h e  f r i e n d s h i p ,  n a m e l y  all that ". . . w h i c h  d e l i v e r s  us

fro m  t i m e  a n d  f r o m  d e a t h . "  (NA 112)

S i n c e  h i s t o r y  is a s s i g n e d  the r o l e  of g i v i n g  a 

m e a n i n g  to h u m a n  w i l l ,  to h u m a n  a d v e n t u r e  as a w h o l e ,  the 

h i s t o r y  s t a n d s  a l s o  b e h i n d  r e v o l u t i o n  as a m e a n i n g f u l  

f r a m e w o r k .  T h e  w h o l e  d e b a t e  of Th e  W a l n u t  T r e e s  of A l t e n ­

burg f o l l o w e d  by the b a s i c  h y p o t h e s i s  of T h e  M e t a m o r p h o ­

sis of G o d s , is b a s e d  on the a s s u m p t i o n  that m a n  e x i s t s ,  

as a c o h e r e n t ,  p e r m a n e n t ,  u n i v e r s a l  n o t i o n .  If m a n  is 

the s u m  t o t a l  of his a c t s ,  it r e s u l t s  that h i s t o r y  is to 

be u n d e r s t o o d  as the s u m  t o t a l  of all p e o p l e ' s  acts.

U n d e r  the w a l l s  of C h a r t r e s  C a t h e d r a l ,  M a l r a u x  looks at
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the t h o u s a n d s  of p r i s o n e r s  that w o v e  in the d i m  light of 

dawn, an d  t h i n k s :  " H e r e  I am, in Front of the o r i g i n a l

s t u f f . "  (NA 28)

A n d  yet, t h e r e  l i n g e r s  the s e c r e t  k n o w l e d g e  that we 

c a n n o t  s o l v e  the p r o b l e m  of h u m a n  p r e d i c a m e n t ,  and thus 

is b o r n  in us a n e e d  to t r a n s c e n d  it. If w e  are w i t n e s s ­

ing th e  d e a t h  of o u r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w h a t  is l e f t  to a s s u r e  

us of the p e r m a n e n c e  of m a n ?  " T h e  s e a r c h  for the i m m o r t a l ,  

b e y o n d  the d o m a i n  of t r a n s c e n d e n c y ,  l e a d s  h i m  [ M a l r a u x ]
18t o w a r d s  the m a n  of s t o n e ,  t o w a r d  the u n i v e r s e  of s t a t u e s ,  

"that is, i n t o  the f i e l d  of a r t . "

" T h e r e  is s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  h i s t o r y  

i t s e l f ;  it is the p e r m a n e n c e  of c r e a t i v e  g e n i u s , "  w r o t e  

M a l r a u x  in 1952. P e r m a n e n c e ,  tha t  s p a r k  of e t e r n i t y  l a t e n t  

in m a n  t h r o u g h o u t  the ages, is "a p r o b l e m  w h i c h  a s s u m e d  a 

n e w  c o m p l e x i t y  in ou r  m o d e r n  c u l t u r e ,  the f i r s t  of all 

c u l t u r e s  to r e a l i z e  a n d  r e c o g n i z e  its i g n o r a n c e  of m a n ' s  

s i g n i f i c a n c e . "  (MD, I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  35) P e r m a n e n c e  is m a n ' s  

s t r i k i n g  r e f u s a l  to s u b m i t  h i m s e l f  to d e s t i n y ;  it is the 

v i c t o r y  of the a r t i s t ,  w h o s e  c o n s t a n t  c r e a t i o n  m o n u m e n t a l ­

i zes t h a t  v i c t o r y  o v e r  d e s t i n y - - t h a t  c h a o t i c  and u n c o n ­

t r o l l a b l e  c h a i n  of e v e n t s  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  b r i n g s  m a n ' s  

i r r e v e r s i b l e  a n n i h i l a t i o n ,  as w e l l  as all that i m p o s e s  on 

m a n  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  of h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n .  M a l r a u x  p r o c l a i m s :

E a c h  s e p a r a t e  m a s t e r p i e c e  is a p u r i f i c a t i o n  of 
the w o r l d ,  but t h e i r  c o m m o n  l e s s o n  is t h a t  t heir 
e x i s t e n c e ,  an d  the v i c t o r y  of e a c h  s e p a r a t e  
a r t i s t  o v e r  hi s  ow n  s e r v i t u d e  r e j o i n s ,  in an
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i m m e n s e  u n f o l d i n g ,  that of art o v e r  the d e s t i n y  
of m a n k i n g .

A r t  is an a n t i - d e e t i n y . (VS 637)

To be " a n t i - ” m e a n s  to s t r u g g l e  in o r d e r  to i m ­

p o s e  o n e s e l f  o v e r  the ch a o s ;  it m e a n s  to c r e a t e  o n e ' s  o w n  
19c o s m o s .  M a n ' s  f o r c e f u l  i n t r u s i o n  int o  the w o r l d  of

ch a o s ,  and his a t t e m p t  to r e s h a p e  it w i t h  his ow n  h a n d s ,

b r i n g s  us to the c o n t e m p l a t i o n  a n d  the m e d i t a t i o n  of art

as a s e a r c h  for the n e w  i m a g e  of M an. It is an a t t e m p t

s i m i l a r  to ou r  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  act.

" E s s e n t i a l l y ,  ou r  art is the h u m a n i z a t i o n  of the w o r l d , "

(NA 128) d e c l a r e s  M a l r a u x ;  but u n l i k e  the r e v o l u t i o n  art

is p r o m o t e d  as a s u p e r i o r ,  l i b e r a t i n g  w a y  of l ife, and

the o n l y  m e a n s  of s u r p a s s i n g  o n e s e l f  " w i t h o u t  v i o l e n c e ,

c a l l i n g  for a c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  eac h  i n d i v i d u a l  in an u n r e -
2 0m i t t i n g  c r e a t i v e  w o r k . "  It is m a n  a p p e a l i n g  to m a n  in

an e f f o r t  to o v e r c o m e  the w e i g h t  of d e s t i n y .  Thus, m a n ' s  

d e l i b e r a t e  e f f o r t  e l i m i n a t e s  the p r e s e n c e  of the u n c o n ­

s c i o u s ,  and this is in i t s e l f  a v i c t o r y ;  m a n ' s  a p p e a l  is 

a f o r m  of e x o r c i s m ,  an a t t e m p t  to c o n j u r e  up e v i l  s p i r i t s ,  

the a b s u r d ,  and the p i t i f u l  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n  that o s t e n ­

s i b l y  d e n i e s  g r e a t n e s s  to man. M a l r a u x  t e l l s  us: "The

o n l y  i s s u e  l e f t  to th e  m i n d  to e s c a p e  the a b s u r d  is to 

d r a g  the w o r l d  i n t o  it, to c o n c e i v e  it, and to e x p r e s s  

i t . - 21

E x p l a i n i n g  hi s  f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n v i c t i o n  a b o u t  the 

h i d d e n  g r e a t n e s s  and the p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e n g t h  of man,
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M a l r a u x  w r i t e s :  " T h e y  [all t h o s e  for w h o m  art e x i s t s ]  u n ­

d e r v a l u e  r e a l i t y  as the C h r i s t i a n  w o r l d  did, as all r e ­

l i g i o u s  w o r l d s  did; and, l i k e  the C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h e y  u n d e r ­

v a l u e  it by t h e i r  f a i t h  in a p r i v i l e g e ,  by t h e i r  h o p e  that 

man ,  a n d  n o t  ch a o s ,  c a r r i e s  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f  the s o u r c e  of 

h i s  ow n  e t e r n i t y . "  (VS 318) The u n d e r e v a l u a t i o n  of r e a l i t y  

i m p l i e s  the r e j e c t i o n  of the d o m a i n  of c o n t i n g e n c y ,  of 

e v e r y d a y  life, a d o m a i n  in w h i c h  m a n  c l o s e s  h i m s e l f  in his 

o w n  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f i n d s  it i m p o s s i b l e  to c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  

o t h e r s .  In the w o r l d  of art, w h e r e  the rul e  is not d e ­

s t r u c t i o n  for r e - c r e a t i o n  but m e t a m o r p h o s i s ,  w h e r e  e v e r y  

e x i s t i n g  w o r k  of art o r i g i n a t e s  f r o m  a n o t h e r  p r e c e d i n g  it, 

c o n t i n u i t y  is a s s u r e d .  " D u r i n g  p e r i o d s  w h e n  all w o r k s  

a r e  d i s d a i n e d ,  " a d m o n i s h e s  M a l r a u x ,  " g e n i u s  l a n g u i s h e s ;  

no m a n  ca n  b u i l d  in a v o i d ,  and a c i v i l i z a t i o n  that b r e a k s  

w i t h  th e  s t y l e  at its d i s p o s a l  s o o n  f i n d s  i t s e l f  e m p t y -  

h a n d e d . "  (VS 281) B e c a u s e ,  for M a l r a u x ,  ". . . the m a s t e r ­

p i e c e  d o e s  not m a i n t a i n  a s o v e r e i g n  m o n o l o g u e ,  but an i n ­

v i s i b l e  d i a l o g u e . "  (VS 67)

T h e r e  e x i s t s  in art a g o o d  e n o u g h  r e a s o n  not to 

d e s p a i r .  M e t a p h y s i c a l  a n x i e t y ,  the p e r m a n e n t  e l e m e n t  in 

M a l r a u x ' s  w o r k ,  is c o u n t e r b a l a n c e d  by the e v e r p r e s e n t  and 

p e r s i s t i n g  h o p e  w h i c h ,  in the d o m a i n  of art, s e e m s  to be 

i n d e f e c t i b l e ,  f l a w l e s s .  A w o r k  of art g e n e r a t e s  an i n ­

t u i t i o n  a b o u t  the e x i s t e n c e  of a h u m a n  e s s e n c e ,  an 

i n f i n i t e  m y s t e r y  of h u m a n  w i l l  a n d  f r e e d o m ,  " t h a t  e n d u r e s
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a n d  p e r s i s t s  (as a c o m i n g - t o - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of that w i l l

a n d  f r e e d o m )  u n d e r n e a t h  the e q u a l l y  i n f i n i t e  v i c i s s i t u d e s
2 2of time and h i s t o r y . "

T h e  s t r e n g t h  of man, f o r m e r l y  b a s e d  on o u t s i d e

f o r c e s  s u c h  as g o d s  and d e v i l s ,  r i s e s  n o w  f r o m  w i t h i n ,

f r o m  the i n n e r m o s t  d i v i n e  p a r t  of h i m s e l f .  T h r o u g h  art,

the n e w  i m a g e  of m a n  is b a s e d  on " w h a t  he (man) r e c o g n i z e s
2 3as his d i v i n e  p a r t , "  a n d  it is so, b e c a u s e  "a s e n s e  of 

the d i v i n e ,  l i k e  that of the s a c r e d ,  is i n n a t e  in m a n ­

k i n d , "  (MD 58) an d  r e j e c t s  the e x i s t i n g  o r d e r  of w o r l d l y  

thin g s .  Q u o t i n g  R i c h a r d  W a g n e r ,  M a l r a u x  w r o t e :  "No m a n

u p o n  w h o m  the g ood f a i r y  has not b e s t o w e d  at b i r t h  the 

s p i r i t  of D i v i n e  D i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  all e x i s t i n g  t h i n g s  w i l l  

e v e r  d i s c o v e r  a n y t h i n g  n e w . "  (VS 344) T h e  g r e a t  a r t i s t ,  

c o n c l u d e s  M a l r a u x ,  is not r e s p o n s i v e  to the w o r l d  that he 

s h a r e s  w i t h  o t h e r  men, but to a " s p e c i a l "  o n e — to the p r i v ­

i l e g e d  w o r l d  of art.

T h e  s p e c i a l  w o r l d  of the a r t i s t  is not the w o r l d  

o f  a p p e a r a n c e s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  it e x c l u d e s  the f i d e l i t y  to 

a p p e a r a n c e s ,  to t h e i r  s h i f t i n g  f o r m s ,  and to the r e ­

a r r a n g e m e n t  of o l d  f o r m s  p r e s e n t e d  as a n e w  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

as w e l l ,  b e c a u s e  "he is not e x p r e s s i n g  s o m e t h i n g  he has 

e x p e r i e n c e d ,  he is r e s p o n d i n g  to a c a l l , "  (VS 412) to an 

i n n e r  urge. T h e  w o r l d  of the a r t i s t  " t h e  o r i g i n a l  w o r k  

o f  g e n i u s ,  w h e t h e r  c l a s s i c a l  or not . . .  is the i n v e n ­

t i o n . "  (VS 374) It is the c o m p e t i t i v e  d o m a i n  of a
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s u p r e m e  v a l u e  c a l l e d  c r e a t i o n ,  the c o m p e t i t i o n  b e i n g  w i t h  

gods.

T h e  g o d - l i k e  q u a l i t y  of c r e a t i o n  in true art s  a n d  

c u l t u r e s  " r e l a t e s  M a n  to d u r a t i o n ,  s o m e t i m e s  to e t e r n i t y ,  

and m a k e s  of h i m  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  the m o s t  f a v o r e d  

d e n i z e n  of a u n i v e r s e  f o u n d e d  on a b s u r d i t y . "  (VS 525)

Lik e  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a n  w h o  d e s t r o y s  not to b e n e f i t  the 

h a z a r d  but to p r o f i t  m a n ,  art s h o w s  us " t h e  c h a l l e n g e  of 

the m a n  w h o  is the m a s t e r  of his art [as o p p o s e d ]  to 

t hose w h o  g a m b l e  on the m i r a c l e . "  (VS 582) U n l i k e  the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a n  of the c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  a r t i s t i c  

m a n rs c h a l l e n g e  " s e e m s  to be that of a c o n q u e s t  of the 

w o r l d  by the i n d i v i d u a l ,  a c t i n g  a l o n e , "  (VS 603) a l t h o u g h  

e a c h  m a s t e r p i e c e  is m a n ' s  v i c t o r y  o v e r  the b l i n d  f o r c e s  of 

d e s t i n y ,  w h i c h  a f f i r m s ,  as M a l r a u x  put s  it, m a n ' s  v i c t o r i -  

o us pre s  e n c e .

The a d v e n t u r e r  f a i l e d ,  a l t h o u g h  he w a s  free, b e ­

c a u s e  he w a s  not free a n y m o r e .  O n l y  the a r t i s t ,  at o n c e  

free and, a l o n e  in a w o r l d  of his ow n  s e e m s  to a s s u r e ,  by 

h i s  p r e s e n c e ,  an i n v i n c i b l e  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  h u m a n i t y  a b l e  

to b r i n g  his v i c t o r y  o v e r  the h e g e m o n y  of Time. For 

M a l r a u x  " t i m e  is v a n q u i s h e d  by the i m a g e s  that h u m a n  

h a n d s  c r e a t e d  to d e f y  it, "  (MD 35)

Th e  a r t i s t  s u c c e e d e d  in l i b e r a t i n g  m a n  f r o m  

b e i n g  s u b j e c t  to the r ule of Time. S i n c e  the m a j o r  

a i m  of art r e m a i n e d  the r e v e l a t i o n  and the u p h o l d i n g  of
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t h e  f o r m s  of T r u t h ,  the g r e a t  a r t i s t  t r i e d  to f o r c e  h i m ­

s e l f  out of a l l  s h i f t i n g  a p p e a r a n c e ,  as a c r e a t o r  o u t s i d e  

the c o m m o n  m a n ' s  c h a o t i c  w o r l d ,  and to w i n  a p l a c e  in 

a u n i v e r s e  w h e r e  all g r e a t  w o r k s  s u r v i v e  " . . .  A w o r k  

e m e r g e s  in its time an d  f r o m  its t i m e , "  c o n t i n u e s  M a l r a u x ,  

"b u t  it b e c o m e s  a w o r k  of art by v i r t u e  of b e i n g  o u t s i d e  

t i m e ." (MD 32)

T h e  m y s t e r y  e m b o d i e d  by the w o r k s  of c r e a t i v e  

g e n i u s ,  e n a b l e s  us to t r a n s c e n d  h i s t o r y ;  or, as M a l r a u x  

p u t s  it, "We c a l l  art t h e i r  p o w e r  for r e s u r r e c t i o n . "

(M u s e e  i m a g i n a i r e , I, 54) that is, a c o n s t a n t  q u e s t i o n i n g  

of w o r l d  a n d  life. W i t h o u t  any i n t e r e s t  in the a w a r e n e s s  

tha t  m a k e s  m a n ' s  a d v e n t u r e  on e a r t h  an i n t e l l i g i b l e  one, 

and d i s c a r d i n g  t h a t  cl a i m ,  c r e a t i v e  g e n i u s  e n t e r s  the d o ­

m a i n  of f r e e d o m  as he c h a l l e n g e s  the o b s c u r e  f o r c e s  of 

d e s t r u c t i o n .  " T h e  h i s t o r y  of a r t , "  M a l r a u x  t e l l s  us,

" w h e n  it is the h i s t o r y  of g e n i u s ,  s h o u l d  be a h i s t o r y  of 

a d e l i v e r a n c e ;  b e c a u s e ,  " h i s t o r y  t r i e s  to t r a n s f o r m  

d e s t i n y  i n t o  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  art to t r a n s m u t e  it into 

f r e e d o m . "  (VS 621)

If d e s t i n y  is not d e a t h  a l o n e ,  but all that i m ­

p o s e s  on m a n  the a w a r e n e s s  of hi s  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n ,  as 

M a l r a u x  d e f i n e d  it, the n  art in its r o l e  as a n t i - d e s t i n y , 

is all t h a t  f r e e s  m a n  f r o m  that a w a r e n e s s  a n d  a s s u r e s  

h i m  a u n i t y  as w e l l  as a c o n t i n u i t y .  For M a l r a u x  this is 

a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  a m e t a m o r p h o s i s ,  as s u c c e s s i v e  v i c t o r i o u s
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a n s w e r s  to an i n v i n c i b l e  q u e s t i o n .  T h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  " What 

is m a n ? "  r e m a i n s  the s a m e  o n e  that has a l w a y s  o b s e s s e d  

M a l r a u x ,  a w r i t e r  wh o  h e r e  on this e a r t h  e x p e c t s  to d e a l  

o n l y  w i t h  "art a n d  d e a t h , "  (A 51) the two i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  

e n e m i e s .

S u m m a r i z i n g  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to a c o l l e c t i o n  of

e s s a y s  o n  M a l r a u x ,  R . W . B .  L e w i s  w r o t e  the f o l l o w i n g :  "To

sav e  m a n  t h r o u g h  a r t - - M a l r a u x  wa s  u n a b l e  to r e s i s t  this
„24g r e a t  t e m p t a t i o n .
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F o o t n o t e s :  C h a p t e r  T h r e e

"'"Robert P a y n e ,  A P o r t r a i t  of A n d r e  M a l r a u x  (New 
Y o r k :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  19 7 0 ) ,  p. 290.

2L o u i s  G i l l e t ,  " I d e a l  a r i s t o c r a t i q u e , l ' h e r o i s m e  
p e u t - i l  e t r e  aussi l ' i d e a l  de tout un p e u p l e ? "  P. G a i l l a r d ,  
Les C r i t i q u e s , p. 80.

3
". . . Do no t  f o r g e t ,  that He w h o  is l o o k i n g  at

us, I m e a n  H i s t o r y ,  w h i c h  j u d g e s  us t o d a y  and w i l l  j u d g e
t o m o r r o w ,  n e e d s  the c o u r a g e  that b r i n g s  v i c t o r y  and no t  
the c o u r a g e  that c o n s o l e s  .

Let the P r o v i  . . . c h a n c e  h e l p  us! Let the O n e
wh o  sees e v e r y t h i n g ,  I m e a n  . . . the S p a n i s h  N a t i o n ,  be
w i t h  us, b o y s  w h o  fight for w h a t  we b e l i e v e  to be j u s t . "
(E 165)

4 A n d r e  M a l r a u x  s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  A l g e r i a  in 1958.
See J. L a c o u t u r e ,  o p . c l t ., p. 348.

^ " L ' a m e  de l ' h i s t o i r e  sou s  la c u i r a s s e  r o m a i n e  
c o m m e  s o u s  la robe de G a n d h i ,  c ' e s t  la v o l o n t e . "
A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,  " L i b e r t e  et V o l o n t e , "  Le R a s s e m b 1 e m e n t , No. 
53 (24 a v r i l  19 4 8 ) ,  pp. 2-3.

^ " P u i s q u e  le r e s s e n t i m e n t  [de G a r i n e ]  se d i r i g e
c o n t r e  la s o c i e t e  t e l l e  q u ' e l l e  e x i s t e ,  tous ses e f f o r t s
t e n d e n t  a r e n v e r s e r  1 'o r d r e  des c h o s e s  et a i n a u g u r e r  une 
n o u v e l l e  e p o q u e  de l ' h u m a n i t e .  II ne fera done pas s e u l e -  
m e n t  de l ' h i s t o i r e ,  m a i s  l ’h i s t o i r e  u n i v e r s e 1 1 e ." B. G r o e -  
thuysen, op. c i t . , p. 561.

g
" A p r e s  le b a n q u e t  [a Saigon) A n d r e  p r i t  c o n s c i e n ­

ce de ce q u ' u n  e n s e m b l e  d ’h o m m e s  n ' e t a i t  pas la s o m m e  des 
i n d i v i d u s  q u i  le c o m p o s a i t , m a i s  un e l e m e n t  n o u v e a u  qui 
le d e p a s s e .  C l a r a  M a l r a u x ,  Les C o m b a t s  et les J e u x , p.
118, q u o t e d  b y  J. L a c o u t u r e ,  o p . c i t ,, p . 89.

9A p o c a l y p s e , ch. 20, 21.

"'"̂ H. P e y r e ,  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s  . . . , p. 273.

" ^ Q u o t e d  by J. L a c o u t u r e ,  o p . c i t ., p. 15.
12 A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,  " O u r  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e , "  June,

1936; see n o t e  6 above.
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1 3 ’’It 1 b T i m e  that Is t r a g i c  and It is by the 
m e a n i n g  that It i n t u i t i v e l y  a t t a c h e s  to T i m e ,  that one 
C u l t u r e  is d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r o m  a n o t h e r  and, c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
' t r a g e d y '  of the g r a n d  o r d e r  has o n l y  d e v e l o p e d  in the 
C u l t u r e  w h i c h  has m o s t  p a s s i o n a t e l y  d e n i e d  T i m e .  If we 
let o u r s e l v e s  s i n k  into the t e r r i b l e  m e a n i n g  of those w o r d s  
too late w h e r e w i t h  we r e s i g n  a f l e e t i n g  bit of ou r  p r e s e n t  
to th e  e t e r n a l  p a s t ,  we find the deep f o u n d a t i o n  of e v e r y  
t r a g i c  c r i s i s . "  O s w a l d  S p e n g l e r ,  The D e c l i n e  of W e s t  
(New York: H a r p e r  and Row, 1 9 2 6 ) ,  p. 430.

^ I n  the M i d d l e  A g e s  p e o p l e  . . h a d  f a i t h  in
t h e i r  a b s o l u t e s  . . . T h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  the r e l a t i v e
wa s  the m o s t  m o m e n t o u s  r e v o l u t i o n  in the h i s t o r y  of t h o u g h t  
. . . Si n c e ,  the m e n  of the W e s t  h a v e  b e e n  s e e k i n g  s u b s t i ­
t u t e s ,  or, as M a l r a u x  c a l l s  it " s m a l l  c h a n g e "  "la m o n a i e "  
for the lost a b s o l u t e . "  H. P e y r e ,  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s  . . . ,
p. 273.

R e f e r r i n g  to the f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r i e s  M a l r a u x  w r o t e :  
" N e i t h e r  the e i g h t e e n t h  n o r  the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  ar e  
t r a g i c :  m a n  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n e d  the c o n f i d e n c e  in the p o s s i ­
b i l i t y  to g i v i n g  a m e a n i n g  to t h i n g s  and to h i m s e l f .  O n c e  
s o l e  m a s t e r  of his fate, he is g o i n g  to c o n s a c r a t e  all his 
f o r c e s  to d i r e c t  the a c t i v i t i e s  of his d o m a i n ,  f o r t i f i e d  
w i t h  the c e r t i t u d e s  of the p a s t  a n d  the p r o m i s e s  of the 
f u t u r e . "  (VS 480)

^ B e r n a r d  G r o e t h u y s e n ,  o p . c i t ., p. 363.

'L6 J.-P. S a r t r e ,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n , "  R o g e r  S t e p h a n e ,
Le P o r t r a i t  . . . , p. 16.

1 7J o s e p h  H o f f m a n n ,  op. c i t ., p. 268.
18 J. L a c o u t u r e ,  o p . c i t ., p . 415.
19 M a l r a u x  w r i t e s :  " T h e  c o s m i c  s y m b o l i s m  we can

d i s c e r n  to a g r e a t e r  or l e s s e r  e x t e n t  in a l l  r e l i g i o u s  
e d i f i c e s  is not a s c h e m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the u n i v e r s e ,  
but a m e a n s  of c r e a t i n g  p l a c e s  in w h i c h  m a n  can s h a p e  a 
c o s m o s  out of the c l a s s  of a p p e a r a n c e s  and, t h r o u g h  this 
c o s m o s ,  f o r g e  a l ink w i t h  t h a t  i n a c c e s s i b l e  p o w e r  w h i c h  
g o v e r n s  it t h r o u g h o u t . "  (M e t a m o r p h o s e s  des D i e u x , I n t r o ­
d u c t i o n  , p . 16)

20 P. G a i l l a r d ,  Les C r i t i q u e s  . . . , p. 17.
21 A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,  " N ' E t a i t - c e  d o n e  q u e  c e l a ? "  p. 

12, q u o t e d  by F, D o r e n l o t ,  o p . c i t ., p. 192.
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2 2 J o s e p h  Fr a n k ,  " A n d r e  M a l r a u x  and the I m a g e  of 
M a n , "  R . W . B .  L e w i s ,  ed., M a l r a u x , pp. 77-78.

2 3 A n d r e  M a l r a u x ,  " L ' h o m m e  et la c u l t u r e  a r t i s t i q u e , "  
O c c i d e n t  , R e v u e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l e ,  No, 1 (1947), pp. 3-6.

24 In M a l r a u x ,  p. 11.



232

C O N C L U S I O N

We h a v e  a p p r o a c h e d  the s t u d y  of r e v o l u t i o n  in 

A n d r e  M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s  w i t h  a c o n f e s s e d  a d m i r a t i o n  for 

his h e r o e s  a n d  for m o s t  of his m o d e  of life. O u r  m a i n  c o n ­

c ern, h o w e v e r ,  h a s  r e m a i n e d  the u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the a n s w e r s  

g i v e n  by the w r i t e r  to the m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  that e s s e n t i a l l y  

e x p r e s s  the u n e a s i n e s s  of m o d e r n  m a n ' s  g r i m  v i s i o n  of the 

wo r 1 d .

Tha t  u n e a s i n e s s  w a s  c a u s e d  by the fear of the i r r e ­

v e r s i b l e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by de a t h .  T h i s  p r e d i c ­

a m e n t  of m a n ,  w h i c h  w a s  s e e n  as the s a l i e n t  p o i n t  of m a n ' s  

fate, b r e d  a d e e p l y - f e l t  n e e d ;  it wa s  an u r g e  for a t o t a l  

c o m m i t m e n t  to a s t r u g g l e  w h i c h  a i m e d  at the b r e a k i n g  d o w n  of 

a l l  the o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  r e m i n d e d  m a n  of his i n e x o r a b l e  fate. 

That s t r u g g l e ,  in M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s ,  took a m o n g  o t h e r  forms, 

that of v i o l e n t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  or b e t t e r ,  of r e v o l u t i o n .

The u n e a s i n e s s  t hat b r o u g h t  m a n  to the c o m m i t m e n t  of 

s t r u g g l e  c o u l d  o n l y  d e v e l o p  in i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  ha d  a c q u i r e d  

a b e e n  a w a r e n e s s  of the u n i q u e n e s s  of life, of the n e e d  to 

live that l i f e  i n t e n s e l y ,  as w e l l  as of the n e c e s s i t y  to 

m e a s u r e  e v e r y t h i n g  a c c o r d i n g  to the l e n g t h  a n d  the i n t e n ­

sity, of that s i n g l e  life. M a l r a u x  f o u n d  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

in E u r o p e .  T h a t ' s  wh y  thi s  p h e n o m e n o n  in M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s  

is e s s e n t i a l l y  a E u r o p e a n  one, as M a l r a u x  h i m s e l f  r e m a i n e d  

e s s e n t i a l l y  a " E u r o p e a n "  w r i t e r .  The u r g e  for a c t i o n
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that r e s u l t e d  f r o m  the n e e d  to live an I n t e n s e  life h a d 

f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  o n l y  in t h a t  c o n t i n e n t .

A c t i o n  i t s e l f ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  n e e d e d  an o b j e c t i v e ,  

an a i m  w o r t h y  of b e i n g  p u r s u e d .  M a l r a u x ' s  h e r o e s  c h o s e  to 

c o m m i t  t h e m s e l v e s  to m a n ' s  f r e e d o m  a n d  m a n ' s  fight for 

d i g n i t y ,  as the two a s p e c t s  of t h e i r  l u c i d  an d  t h o u g h t f u l  

love of h u m a n i t y .  T h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  I m p l i e d  a s e a r c h  for 

m a n  w h e n e v e r  he w a s  h u m i l i a t e d ,  o p p r e s s e d ,  an d  c r u s h e d ;  

the n a t u r e  of the s e a r c h  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by an i m p a t i e n c e  

to c r e a t e  a b r a v e  n e w  w o r l d .  T h a t  a t m o s p h e r e  of i m p a t i e n c e  

a n d  the c o m m i t m e n t  to s a v e  man, w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  by M a l r a u x  

in the r e d e e m i n g  p o w e r  of a b r o t h e r l y  c o m m u n i o n  of p e o p l e  

d e t e r m i n e d  to use t h e i r  o w n  s t r e n g t h ,  to d i r e c t  t h e i r  ow n  

q u e s t ,  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  o w n  s a l v a t i o n .  T h a t  q u e s t  led t h e m  

i n t o  the f i e l d  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t .

T h o s e  w h o  h a d  e x c l u d e d  the r e l i g i o u s  a p p r o a c h ,  

s a w  the m o v e m e n t  as a f o r c e f u l  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  of the w o r l d .  

The m i l l i o n s  w h o  k n e w  s u f f e r i n g  and h u m i l i a t i o n ,  or w e r e  

t o r m e n t e d  by bad m e m o r i e s ,  or felt to the cor e  of t h e i r  

b e i n g s  the n e c e s s i t y  for r e v e n g e  but w e r e  p o w e r l e s s  to 

c o r r e c t  the i n j u s t i c e s  a g a i n s t  them, s w e l l e d  the r a n k s  of 

an a r m y  m a r c h i n g  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  a g a i n s t  the o b s t a c l e s  

that t h r e a t e n e d  to d e s t r o y  their h o p e s ;  they tied t h e m ­

s e l v e s ,  o r g a n i c a l l y ,  to all the t u r m o i l s  of t h e i r  t r o u b l e d  

t i m e s .
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O t h e r s  c h o s e  to f ight t h e i r  w a y  out, a l o n e ;  a d v e n ­

ture i t s e l f  s a t i s f i e d  t h e m  as t h e y  l o o k e d  for no o u t s i d e  

p r i n c i p l e  to j u s t i f y  it, T h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  c o m m i t t e d  to 

f o r c e f u l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  s a w  in it, an d  in its m o s t  c o m m o n  

form, R e v o l u t i o n ,  a p o s s i b l e  s t r i k e  a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y .  They 

c o n c e i v e d  of t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  as a d e s p e r a t e  one w h e r e  o n l y  

f o r c e  c o u n t e d .  T h e y  saw in that a c t i o n  the o n l y  c h a n c e  for 

t h e m  to be w h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  to be, a r e b e l l i o n  that c o u l d  

b r i n g  an e p i p h a n y .  T h e  c h o i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  b a s e d  on a n e g a ­

tive e l e m e n t ,  on t h e i r  r e f u s a l  to j o i n  the c o m m u n i t y  of men.

In M a l r a u x ' s  w o r l d  of r e v o l u t i o n  they c o u l d  n o t  s u r v i v e .

Th e  s t r u g g l e  of the c o l l e c t i v e l y  o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  o v e r c a m e  this n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e ,  as it a c q u i r e d  a 

q u a l i t a t i v e  va l u e .  It w a s  no l o n g e r  a q u e s t i o n  of s i m p l y  

e s c a p i n g  an i n d i v i d u a l  d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a t i o n ;  it w a s  r a t h e r ,  

a u n i t e d  a t t e m p t  to c o l l e c t i v e l y  s a v e  e x i s t i n g  u n i v e r s a l  and 

a u t h e n t i c  v a l u e s ;  it w a s  a b r o t h e r l y  c o m m u n i o n .

The c o l l e c t i v e l y  o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n s  of the t w e n ­

t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w e r e  m o s t l y  p e r m e a t e d  w i t h  a M a r x i s t  p h i l o s o p h y .  

T h e i r  h e r o e s ,  the p r o l e t a r i a t  a n d  t h e i r  a l l i e s ,  w e r e  p r e ­

s e n t e d  as the s y m b o l s  of a P r o m e t h e a n  f ight for f r e e d o m  and 

d i g n i t y  by M a l r a u x .  S i d i n g  w i t h  them, w i t h  the c l e a r  c o n ­

s c i e n c e  of the o p p r e s s e d ,  M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  w e r e  

e l e v a t e d  f r o m  b r o t h e r s - i n - a r m s  to b r o t h e r s - i n - s u f f e r l n g . 

S u b s t i t u t i n g  for t h e i r  n a r r o w  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  a l a r g e  h i s t o r i ­

cal a n d  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ,  they b e c a m e  m a k e r s  of h i s t o r y .
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The o r g a n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  like a n y  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z e d  f orm of c o m m o n  a c t i o n ,  b e c a m e  a " d i r e c t e d ” r e v o ­

luti o n .  The e x i g e n c i e s  of e x e r c i s i n g  c o m m a n d i n g  p o w e r  b e ­

c a m e  p r i m o r d i a l ;  t h e y  o f t e n  t o o k  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  the v e r y  

g o a l s  of the R e v o l u t i o n  an d  b e c a m e  the R e v o l u t i o n .  In 

M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s  the r e v o l u t i o n s  w e r e  " d i r e c t e d "  by the 

C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l e  of M o s c o w ,  a f o r c e f u l  S p a r t a c u s .

T he P r o m e t h e a n  c h a r a c t e r  of the r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  i r r e p a r a b l y  

c o m p r o m i s e d ;  it was a r e b e l l i o n  that e n d e d  in a c o n f i n i n g  

s y s t e m ,  w h e r e  the c o n q u e r o r s  w e r e  c o n q u e r e d  by the t e c h n o ­

c r a t s  .

T h e r e  is an o b v i o u s  d e s i g n  of i n n e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e l y ­

ing on o u t e r  r e l a t i o n s  in M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  n a r r a t i v e s .  

T h e r e  ar e  i d e a l i s t s  f a c i n g  p r a g m a t i s t s ,  a n a r c h i s t s  c o n ­

f r o n t i n g  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  t e r r o r i s t s  d y i n g  w i t h o u t  fail, and 

p u r e  i n t e l l e c t s  a n d  " m o r a l i s t s ” r e m a i n i n g  a s i d e  as J u d g e s  

and g u a r d i a n s .  All of t h e m  h a v e  on e  t h i n g  in c o m m o n ;  they 

all p a r t i c i p a t e ,  w i l l i n g l y  or not, in a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e ­

m e n t  that d e p e n d s  on o u t s i d e  forc e s .  As a m a t t e r  of fact, 

b o t h  " G o v e r n m e n t s "  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  are d e p e n d e n t  

on o u t s i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p ,  as b o t h  h a v e  lost 

t h e i r  f r e e d o m  of a c t i o n  an d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to d e c i d e  i n d e ­

p e n d e n t l y .  I n i t i a t e d  as a c t s  of f r e e d o m ,  M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o ­

l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t s  end as s i m p l e  t o o l s  of a m u c h  l a r g e r  

s c h e m e  tha t  is b e y o n d  the p a r t i c i p a n t s '  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  and 

a b i l i t y  to c o n t r o l .  The u n f o r t u n a t e  m i l l i o n s  are s w e p t
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by a f a t a l i t y  that o v e r c o m e s  them, and that t h e y  c a n n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d  as t h e y  s t r u g g l e  in a f e r v e n t  c o n f u s i o n  that 

k n o w s  onl y  b r o t h e r s .

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  d e p e n d e n c y  puts f o r t h  the m o s t  e x c r u ­

c i a t i n g  m o r a l  p r o b l e m  for the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  n a m e l y ,  to 

f i g h t  and w i n  w i t h o u t  b e t r a y i n g  o n e s e l f ,  to f i g h t  for the 

c a u s e  of the o p p r e s s e d  w i t h  a c o n v i c t i o n  a n d  a s e n s e  of 

m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  w i t h o u t  l e t t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  p r i v i l e g e d  act be 

d e g r a d e d  i nto a s i m p l e  p o l i t i c a l  or m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n .

T h e  m o r a l  c o n f l i c t  is not " s h e e r  m e t a p h y s i c s "  as 

L e n i n  t h o u g h t  of it; m o r a l i t y  is not c i m p l y  a n d  o n l y  w h a t  

p r e p a r e s  the t o t a l  and p e r m a n e n t  o v e r t h r o w  of " c a p i t a l i s t  

b e s t i a l i t y ,  and n o t h i n g  e l s e "  as T r o t s k y  d e f i n e d  it; m o r a l ­

i t y  is no t  s i m p l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  to the i n t e r e s t s  of the p r o ­

l e t a r i a t ,  as L e n i n  w a n t e d  it to be, or s i m p l y  the dut y  to 

m a k e  the r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  as S t a l i n  f o r c e d  

it to be. T h e  fact r e m a i n s  that the a p p a r e n t  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  

of s o l v i n g  the m o r a l  c o n f l i c t  does not e x c l u d e  its i n e v i t a ­

b i l i t y  as it is b o u n d  to s u r f a c e .

T h e r e  are two " s e t s "  of m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  i n v o l v e d :  

the " p e r s o n a l "  set a n d  the c o l l e c t i v e  one, that of the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  " c o m m u n i t y . "  E v e r y  c h o i c e  or d e c i s i o n  m a d e  

h a s  to r e f e r  to b o t h  of them. T h a t ' s  w h y  it is i m p o r t a n t  

to k n o w  the " s u r m o i , "  that b o d y  of p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  i n t e n ­

t i o n s  that i n s p i r e s  the m e m b e r s .  The " p e r s o n a l "  m o r a l i t y  

of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t e n d s  to lean g e n e r a l l y  t o w a r d s
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u n i v e r s a l l y  a c c e p t e d  v a l u e s ,  t o w a r d s  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t  

t h r o u g h  t h e s e  v a l u e s  w i t h  a s e n s e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n l y  to 

o n e s e l f ;  it t e n d s  t o w a r d s  b e i n g - - w h a t  one w a n t s  o n e s e l f  to 

be. Th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  " c o m m u n i t y "  s e r v e s  the i n t e r e s t s  of 

a p a r t y ,  a n d  it has to c o n s t a n t l y  r e f e r  to the p a r t y ' s  

n e c e s s i t i e s ,  d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y .  H a v i n g  a d h e r e d  to a 

p a r t y ,  t h e s e  m i l i t a n t s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  a c c e p t e d  the p a r t y ' s  

m o r a l  c o d e  in a d v a n c e ;  they h a v e  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  to it. In 

an y  c o n f l i c t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  they h a v e  to r e m a i n  f a i t h f u l  to 

that c o d e .

H e r e i n  lies the d a n g e r .  This k i n d  of m o r a l i t y  

w h i c h  is i m p o s e d  u p o n  all the m e m b e r s  of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

c o m m u n i t y  is b a s e d  on p o l i t i c a l  c o n v e n i e n c e s  or m i l i t a r y  

e x i g e n c i e s ,  w h e r e  the I n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r  is o f t e n  n e g l e c t e d .  

E v e n  w o r s e .  Th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f i g h t e r  b e c o m e s  a m e a n s  i n ­

s t e a d  of b e i n g  an en d  in h i m s e l f  of the R e v o l u t i o n .  We 

h a v e  s e e n  in M a l r a u x ’s r e v o l u t i o n s  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  that 

a r o s e  w i t h  the n e w  forms of m o r a l i t y , s o  f r i g h t e n i n g  b e c a u s e  

the y  w e r e  c o l l e c t i v e ;  t h o s e  w h o  for t h e i r  p e r s o n a l - e t h i c a l  

r e a s o n s  n e g l e c t e d  to see the p r e s e n c e  of the e n e m y  w e r e  

e l i m i n a t e d  by t h e i r  o w n  c o m r a d e s  w h o  w e r e  b l i n d e d  by that 

p r e s e n c e .

If the e n d  is c o n c e i v e d  as the n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  of 

the m e a n s  use d  to r e a c h  it, t h e n  u n a c c e p t a b l e  m e a n s  w o u l d  

i r r e v e r s i b l y  b r i n g  us to u n a c c e p t a b l e  ends. T h i s  is not 

less t r u e  in r e v o l u t i o n .  If one r e m a i n s  f a i t h f u l  to o n e ’s
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p e r s o n a l  m o r a l i t y ,  the r e s u l t s  of the r e v o l u t i o n  m a y  not be 

c r o w n e d  by t o t a l  s u c c e s s  but the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  has a c c o m ­

p l i s h e d  h i s  p r i v i l e g e d  act In full. As C o n d o r c e t  d e f i n e d  

it, the w o r d ,  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  can be a p p l i e d  o n l y  to r e v o ­

l u t i o n s  w h o s e  a i m  is f r e e d o m .  T h e s e  are the p r i v i l e g e s  and 

the p i t f a l l s  of m o r a l i t y .  In M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s  v i c t o r y  has 

b e e n  g i v e n  to t h o s e  w h o  a c c e p t e d  u n s c r u p u l o u s  m e a n s  in 

o r d e r  to a c h i e v e  a d e s i r a b l e  end, w h i c h  is an i m p o s s i b i l i t y .  

As a r e s u l t ,  all M a l r a u x ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t s  h a v e  

fail e d .  T h e  v e r y  i d e a  of a p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  is to p r o ­

v i d e  the m e a n s  for c h a n g i n g  an u n a c c e p t a b l e  s i t u a t i o n ;  that 

is, to p r o v i d e  the p o w e r .  It is, t h e r e f o r e ,  of the g r e a t e s t  

i m p o r t a n c e  to s e a r c h  for an d  k e e p  the d e b a t e  o p e n  w i t h i n  the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  in o r d e r  to g i v e  to that o r g a n i z a t i o n  the b e s t  

m e a n s  to p r o v i d e  its b e s t  p o w e r .  I n d e e d ,  it is p r e c i s e l y  

the m a g n i t u d e  of this s e a r c h ,  i n h e r e n t  to an o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  life, that c o n s t i t u t e s  its e t h i c a l  d i m e n s i o n .  In 

the C o m m u n i s t - d o m i n a t e d  r e v o l u t i o n s  this d i m e n s i o n  doe s  not 

e x i s t ;  the s e a r c h  is c h o k e d ,  and the s p i r i t  of the r e v o l u t i o n  

i t s e l f  is s a c r i f i c e d  on the a l t a r  of the p a r t y ' s  i n t e r e s t s .

It is a t o t a l i t a r i a n  n e c e s s i t y  that t akes o v e r  the fate of m a n  

on b e h a l f  of a r e l i g i o u s - 1 i k e " t r u t h "  w i t h  its c l a i m  to p e r m ­

a n e n c e  and u n i v e r s a l i t y .  In M a l r a u x ' s  n o v e l s  w e  w i t n e s s  the 

end of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h e r o e s  as they fade b e f o r e  our e y e s  

in a d e f e a t  that is final. We m o u r n  t h e i r  g r e a t n e s s  as we  

n o t i c e  h o w  t h e i r  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  has not b r o u g h t  the
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l i b e r a t i o n  of m a n  as t h e i r  p r a g m a t i c  a d v e r s a r i e s  h a d  p r o m ­

ised. T o d a y ,  m a n ' s  o b l i g a t i o n  has r e m a i n e d  the s a m e ,  as 

m a n ' s  m i s s i o n  on t h i s  e a r t h  c o n t i n u e s  to be, m a y b e  e v e n  

m o r e  u r g e n t l y ,  the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of m a n ' s  fate.

In ou r  e r a  we p e r h a p s  f eel a g r e a t e r  s e n s e  of 

u r g e n c y  tha n  in the p a s t ,  b e c a u s e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  ar e 

h a p p e n i n g  at s u c h  a fast p a c e  that t h e y  are s h a p i n g  ou r 

w o r l d  a n d  o u r  l i v e s  w i t h o u t  o u r  a c t u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 

t h o s e  e v e n t s .  W i t h i n  the s h o r t  s p a n  of a s i n g l e  g e n e r a t i o n  

t his r a p i d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  is b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  so m a n y  c h a n g e s  

that w e  w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  it w i l l  be at a l l  p o s s i b l e  to find a 

set of p r i n c i p l e s  u p o n  w h i c h  to o r i e n t  o u r  t h o u g h t s ,  an d  

m e a s u r e  the m o r a l i t y  of ou r  a c t i o n s .  T h e  M a r x i s t  " s t o r m i n g  

of the h e a v e n s "  has b r o u g h t  a p r i m i t i v e  i d o l a t r y  that e x ­

c l u d e s  m an, h i d i n g  h i m  b e h i n d  the c o n c e p t  of "th e  c l a s s , "  

or d r o w n i n g  h i m  in the n e v e r  e n d i n g  s e a  of the m a s s e s  w h o  

are w i t h o u t  i d e n t i t y .  M a n  has s i m p l y  b e c o m e  a t h i n g  w h i c h  

is s u r v i v i n g  the c a t a c l y s m  t h a n k s  o n l y  to a n  i n n a t e  an d  

u n l i m i t e d  s e n s e  of h o p e ,  s t i l l  s e d u c e d  by the v i s i o n  of 

his b e i n g  a m a k e r  of H i s t o r y .  A n d  s i n c e  H i s t o r y  w o u l d  be 

d i r e c t e d  by him, t h e n  H i s t o r y  w o u l d  be w o r k i n g  for his 

s a l v a t i o n  an d  that of m a n k i n d  f r o m  the f o r c e s  of o p p r e s s i o n .  

T h i s  r e m a i n s  his d r e a m .  In t i m e s  of c r i s i s  w h a t  p e o p l e  

b e l i e v e  is t r u e  is m o r e  c r u c i a l  t h a n  w h a t  is true.



240

F o r  M a l r a u x ,  E u r o p e  I m p o s e d  the c o n c e p t  of j u s t i c e  

to the w o r l d  as she h a d  t a k e n  it f r o m  the B i b l e ;  E u r o p e  

b r o u g h t  f r e e d o m  to the w o r l d  as sh e  h a d  l e a r n e d  it f r o m  the 

p h i l o s o p h e r s  of the c i t i e s  of G r e e c e ;  E u r o p e  c u l t i v a t e d  the 

f e e l i n g s  of lov e  a n d  p e a c e  as s h e  a b s o r b e d  the s p i r i t  of 

the H o l y  L and. For M a l r a u x ,  n e i t h e r  j u s t i c e  no r  f r e e d o m  

n o r  l o v e  ar e  f o u n d  in the C o m m u n i s t  c o u n t r i e s  to d a y ;  the 

" s i n g i n g  t o m o r r o w s "  a r e  the c o n s t a n t  m o a n i n g  of the r e m o t e  

and c o u n t l e s s  ' G u l a g s . '  E u r o p e  c o u l d  not a c c e p t  this as 

she s a w  he r  o w n  e x i s t e n c e  t h r e a t e n e d .  F i r m l y  s u p p o r t e d  by 

h e r  two f u n d a m e n t a l  v a l u e s ,  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  w i l l - p o w e r ,

E u r o p e  for M a l r a u x  is n o w  h e a d i n g  for a n e w  s e a r c h ,  w i l l i n g  

to f a c e  the u n k n o w n  r a t h e r  t han s u b m i t t i n g  to d e s t i n y ,  

w h i c h  l e a d s  o n l y  to war. T hat s e a r c h  has b e e n  the E u r o p e a n ' s  

a f f i r m a t i o n  of his b e l i e f  that M a n  is m o u l d e d ,  not t h r o u g h  

s u b m i s s i o n ,  bu t  t h r o u g h  i n t e r m i n a b l e  r e f u s a l s ,  t h r o u g h  

the c o n s t a n t  q u e s t i o n i n g  of the u n i v e r s e ,  a q u e s t i o n i n g  

t h a t  ha s  f o u n d  its b e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  in H i s t o r y ,  w h e r e  m a n ' s  

f r e e d o m  o p p o s e s  m a n ' s  d e s t i n y .

W h i l e  the l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s  of h i s t o r y  has d e p i c t e d  

s e v e r a l  m o m e n t s  of m a d n e s s  an d  m a n i f e s t  a b s u r d i t y , - - a n d  

the w o r l d  of the c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s  is b u t  one of them, 

a l b e i t  a m o n g  the u g l i e s t , - - i t  is in Art t hat M a l r a u x  

s e e s  the P r o m e t h e a n  d r e a m  of m a n  to e s c a p e  f a t a l i t y  by 

b r e a k i n g  the c h a i n s  w i t h  h i s  o w n  h a n d s .  "We d r a w  for 

o u r s e l v e s , "  w r i t e s  M a l r a u x ,  " i m a g e s  p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h  to
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d e n y  ou r  n o t h i n g n e s s . "  (NA 100) In Ar t  t h e r e  is no r o o m  

left for t h e  n o n - c o n s c i o u s . In Art t h e r e  is f a i t h  in m a n ' s  

p o w e r  a n d  a h o p e  " t h a t  man, a n d  n o t  c h a o s ,  c a r r i e s  w i t h i n  

h i m s e l f  the s o u r c e  of his p e r m a n e n c e . "  (VS 318) Art a s ­

s u r e s  c o m m u n  i c a t i o n  a n d  e x c h a n g e  as it r e q u e s t s  not the 

d e s t r u c t i o n  of the old to g i v e  b i r t h  to the new, b u t  o f f e r s  

an u n i n t e r r u p t e d  c o n t i n u i t y  t h r o u g h  m e t a m o r p h o s i s  w h i c h  is 

the h i s t o r y  of art. " T h e  m a s t e r p i e c e , "  w r i t e s  M a l r a u x ,  

" d o e s  not d e l i v e r  a s o v e r e i g n  m o n o l o g u e ,  but an i n v i n c i b l e  

d i a l o g u e . "  (VS 67)

O v e r c o m i n g  the d e s p a i r  of the a d v e n t u r e r  and the 

d i s i l l u s i o n  of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  M a l r a u x ,  t h r o u g h  art 

d i s p l a y s  a tone of o p t i m i s m  that has i n s p i r e d  h i m  in his 

s e a r c h  for the i m a g e s  of m a n ' s  g r e a t n e s s .  W h e t h e r  it be in 

h i s t o r i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  or in the c r e a t i v e  act o f  the 

a r t i s t ,  M a l r a u x ' s  m a i n  p u r p o s e  has a l w a y s  r e m a i n e d  the 

g l o r i f i c a t i o n  of man.

C o n c l u d i n g  w i t h  a M a l r a u c i a n  l i n e  of t h o u g h t  and 

st y l e ,  we c o u l d  say that the R e v o l u t i o n  is a w i d e  f i e l d  of 

i n d e f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  w h e r e  f o r l o r n  f r a g m e n t s  of h u m a n ­

ity r e v e a l  t h e m s e 1 v e s - - a s  in an ' i m a g i n a r y  m u s e u m '  of art, 

- - i n  the c o m m u n i t y ,  w i t h  t h e i r  i n v i n c i b l e  p r e s e n c e .  E ach 

of t h e s e  f r a g m e n t s ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of w h a t  is m o r e  l u c i d ,  

c o n s c i o u s  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s  in m a n ' s  g e s t u r e s  a g a i n s t  d e s t i n y  

an d  its a l l i e s ,  is a t e s t i m o n y  of v i c t o r y  o v e r  i m p o s e d  

s e r v i t u d e .  As an Art, the i m m e n s e  d e p l o y m e n t  of the
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s t r e a m  of m a n l y  b r o t h e r h o o d  l o o k s  l ike a v i c t o r y  o v e r  m a n ' s  

d e s t i n y .  For one p r i v i l e g e d  m o m e n t ,  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  act 

is an a n t i - d e s t i n y . But it is for one p r i v i l e g e  m o m e n t  

only; b e c a u s e  the h o n o r  of p e r m a n e n c e  in t ime and s p a c e  is 

b e s t o w e d ,  by M a l r a u x ,  to Art.
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Sami I. Repishti 
318 Washington Street 
Hempstead, New York,

le 27 mars 19^8

Son Excellence

Andre Malraux 
Ministre d'Etat
charge' des Affaires Culturelles 
Paidis Royal 
3,rue de Valois 
Paris 1-er, France

Monsieur le ministre :
✓

s Je me permets de vous ecrire parce que Je suis en train de travailler 
a une these dont le titre sera :Andre Malraux et la dialectique de l'ordre 
et du moi profond de l'homme. Cette these sera presentee a l'Universite 
de la ville de New York.

Depuis mon arrivee aux Etats-Unis (ou J 'enseigne le franfais dans une 
ecole secondaire,) J rai repris mes etudes depuis longtemps interrompues, et 
Je relis votre oeuvre avec l'attention d'un Jeune hotfime pour son aine”. Le 
paradoxe est que J ’ai trouve dans les romans ou les heros luttaient pour 
un ideal communiste, une source d'inspiration pour un homme q u i , comme moi, 
a du affirmer sa dignite d'homme dans la lutte contre le communisme.

J'ai vecu toute ma Jeunesse dans men pays natal, liAlbanie, ou J'ai 
vu tous les exces de l'horreur fasciste de la Seconde Guerre mondiale.
Jeune h o m e  de la Resistance, Je me suis trouve", en 19^5, en face d'une 
ideologie totalitaire et ti'un gouvernement qu'on appelle "le pouvoir du peuple." 
La realite vecue a brise*tous raes espoirs, et dans mon desir de rester 
fidele a moi-meme, Je me suis oppose"” au nouvel ordre etabli. On m'a appele”
"un rebelle". J'ai accepte ce titre et Its consequences qui en de'riverent : 
dix ans de torture, de prisonie, de camp de concentration et de travaux forces. 
En 1959, J'ai traverse”,a main armee,la frontiere,

Des les premieres lectures de vos romans, J'ai compris que J'avals 
rencontre"" une vie. En les lisant, J'ai vecu plusieurs moments de mon ex­
perience penible, et plus d'une foi3 humiliante, de torture"*, de prisonnier, 
de bagnard, aussi bien que 1 'exaltation du combattant. C'est a cause de 
cette rencontre, riche et puissante, aveu plutot d'une affinite” toute 
particuliere et toute personnelle, que J'ai decide de change*1 programme 
d'etudes de sciences economtqites, pour 1 'etude de la litterature. J'ai senti 
que"le petit voyage que J'avais a faire," commence le Jour que J'ai prononce” 
un n o n , honorable et fatal, contre l'ordre communiste, ne pouvait continuer 
que si Je retournais dans un monde dont latmosphere nourrirait le desir 
profond d'une solidarite* et d'une fraternite'.
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L'avilissement organise dans les camps concentrationnaires communistes 
d'Albanie, a discredite pas mal de prisonniers; plwsieurs^ autres se sont 
tues, suicides par les procedes les plus affreux. Humilie Jour et nuit, rooi-meme 
Je me suis deraande plus d'une fois si ceuit qui se sauvent sont des immoraux.
Le suicide est un acte. Est-ce que survivre dans un camp de concentration est 
une lachete T Re pas s'abamdonner est-ce un acte indigne d'un homme ? Vivre 
dans un camp concentrationnaire c'est l'enfer, Affronter la torture, celle 
du present et celle du demain, du Jour suivant, cb dix ans sans interruption, 
c'est une agonie plus profonde encore que celle de la mort. On n ’apprend Jamais 
a mourir, bien que se tuer soit toujours un acte de liberation. D'accord!
Mais resister a cette tentation est, a mon avis, encore plus difficile.

Un Jour, apres avoir dfervi cinq^ans de non terme qui devait durer dix, 
on m'a conduit dans le bureau de la Surete d'Etat. Les "salamalecs" faits, 
on m'a propose' de signer une declaration de repentance, par laquelle Je 
devais confesser mon "peche" d'avoir "oppose' 1 'evolution historique de la 
creation de la ^societe albanaise libre et san3 classes." A ma reponse 
immediate et negative l'officier a re'agi en me posant simpleaent une question: 
"cela veut dire que tu es pret a servir l'autre moitie ?" J ’ai repondu: oui,
Ce qui arriva plus tard. Je suis sur qu'a ce moment-laje n'avals pas pleine 
conscience de ce qui se passait dans cette piece. Mais J'etais tellement 
conditionne^ par raes cinq ans de detention que tout mot, tout acte venant de 
l'autre cote de la barricade devait etre rejete a priori. Cela semble idiot, 
mais l'ide'e de ne pas pactiser avc "la peste" etait nee dans la haine, et.. 
se nourri'isait par le degout. Elle e'tait devenue cette evidence particuliere, 
absolue, inattaquable qui ordonnait ma vie, et qui me permettait de penser 
et d'agir. Sans doute, a ce moment-la on ne pense plus; on agit promptement 
et energiquement Jusqu'a 1 'exaltation. %i-s ce Jour-la —  Je me souviens 
tres bien, —  J'ai touche" les profondeurs de ma Joie d'avoir agi en homme 
libre. JamaiB auparavant Je n'avals pas choisi avec une telle determination^ 
les conditions de ma propre destruction. Pour un instant, J'ai senti que J'etais 
maltre de mon destin. Et puis, de nouveau la prison....

Comment ne pas se nourrir de degout. Dans un tnonde dement, ou la degra­
dation et la destruction de l'hort"* sont elaborees avec un soin scientifiquet 
J'ai vu les fous fouettes, les vieux etrangle's, 1'inanition des femmes.
On brisait des merabres, les piede surtout, aux condamne's a mort qui attendaient 
1 'execution, par "mesures de precaution." J'ai vu des paysans grilles sur 
du charbon ardent comme une tranche de viande, des fipmes illetrees clouees 
au plancher comme sur une croix, des Jeunes gens chatres, .tautHe's, estropies.
J'ai vu les montagnards,superbes et naffs, force/ a se pronener nus dans la cour, 
deux mille hommes et femmes prives de leur droit d'aller a la salle de bains, 
l'unique pompe a eau qui prend plusieurs Jours a etre repare'e, les criminels 
encourages a battre et a avilir "les politiques", les intellectuels surtout;
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* * *un ancien soldat, la tete ecrasee avec une grosse pierre de cinquante 
kilos par un offleier apres avoir ete fatalement blesse' par les guards 
rouges pour avoir tente la fuite, ... et la cruaut^ reserve"e a ceux qui 
essayaient de s'entrRaider.

Je l'ai souffert moi-meme un Jour quand,avec 1 'assistance de deux 
lyceens, J'ai Jete dans le cachot d'un cnndamne a mort ma ration de pain 
Journaliere. On m'a pris flagrant. Chaque fois que J'etais ramene dans la 
geole apres etre torture dans le bureau de l'officier en charge " de la 
rehabilitation", et que Je reprenais conscience, J'entendais mon eamarade 
condemns implorer en pleurant les autorite's de lui faire payer,a lui , les 
consequences du "crime," Cette voix, — Je l'entends si clairement 
aujourd'hui,—  me venait c o m e  la voix du Redempteur. Elle etait 1'incomparable 
aveu de 1 'existence de l'amour fraternel et eternel, et Je l'ai reconnue 
toute fois que la bassesse de "la peste" prenait des proportions affreuses.
Elle devint, pour moi, la source d'une nouvelle affection pour l'homme.

Cette affection a ete, Je pense, le point de depart de ma rentree 
dans la vie, " la reconciliation avec le genre humain," Ma vieille mere 
avaH^asse*deux ans dans un camp de concentration, isolee et de'solee.
Je l ’avais vue maltraitee par les gardes rouges chaque fois qu'elle 
s'approchait pour ne voir a travers les barres de fer. Elle avait ete, 
pour ansi dire, avec moi tout le temps. Le Jour ou je quittais le camp 
J'ai rencontre la mere d ’un ami prisonnier devant la po»*te. Elle s'est 
approche*e, et pour la premiere fois apres dix ans,J'ai eprouve la douceur 
d'une main caressant les miennes; mais je ne savais pas quoi dire a la 
pauvre vieille. Elle me regardait, confuse et avec compassion. Plus tard, 
un chauffeur de camion s'offrit a me conduire Jusqu'a la ville voisine.
Nous ne sommes pas paries; il me regardait, et mni, je m'effor^ais de 
sourire. Enfin, Je l'ai remercie*. Alors, J'ai commence* a comprendre 
comment tout le reste du monde m ’etait etranger.

>• / /Saqf ma mere. Je l'ai pressee fort dans mes bras. Elle a pleure .
Nous ne sonnies pas dit un mot; mais, je la sentais toute proche de moi.
Depuis le moment que J'avals quitte* mes camarades, elle avdit ete la
premiere personne dont la presence me touchait;^ce n'e3t pas parce qu'elle
etait ma mere; mes freres, mes soeurs etaient la : tout etait different
avec eux, avec elles. Mais elle, ma mere, avait ete* prisonniere avec moi,
une habitante du monde qui seule rendait possible la communication; elle
n'etait pas comme les autres, une etrangere. II yavait quelque chose
comme une aureole d'innocence chez cette vieille creature, une innocence
qui elle seule aurait suffi a Justifier ma reVolte, et a la rendre
defendable, Juste, et certainement humaine. J'aimais la vieille,comme
J'aimais la Justification de mon acte. C'est avec elle, a travers elle,
que J'ai commence'"la reconciliation" sans arriver a la comple'ter.
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Deux ans plus tard, J'ai deyu la surveillance communiste de la 
ville ou J ‘etais confine', J'ai abandonne" ma meVe, et J'ai force" la frontiere. 
Je n'ai pas voulu me soumettre a une situation qui demandait ma destruction 
pour vivre; J'ai preferer mourir sans me detruire. J'ai voulu aussi, 
essayer " la reconciliation" dans un monde different, ou Je n'avais pas 
a voir les figures haifssables des bourreaux. II est terriblement penible 
de lire les Journaux et d'ecouter les confeVences obligatoires et Jour- 
nalieres d'une propagande qui Be re'clame le monopole du traitement humain, 
apres avoir vecu le eontraire pour plus de douze ans. Les survivants des 
camps nazis ont eu la satisfaction qui porte la certitude de ne plus revoir 
les bourreaux, une satisfaction dont ni moi, ni mes camarades, ne pouvions 
espeVer.

Ce qui me reste , ce sont eux, mes camarades, Quand Je penue 1 eux, 
il m*arrive a croire,avec Kassner, que " les compagnons de Chine enterre's 
vivants, les amis de Russie aux yeux arraches, les amis d'Allemagne autour 
de moi avec leurs cordes, " les freres d ' Albanie avec leurs pieds casses 
avant 1*execution soient les seuls habitants d'un monde qui n'est pas 
dement, et que leurs voix soient les seules dignes d'etre ecoutees, les 
seules qui tesnoignent de la grandeur et de l'honneur d'etre un homme.

Monsieur le ministre :

II y a deux questions surtout, etroitement liees a votre o«u/re 
qui m'int^ressent beaucoup :

s S #  t1. Le marxisme, etait-il pour vous a l'epoque dgLa condition humalne
1 'unique forme de protestation et d'aventure, pe'rimee de nos Jours, 
mais symboliqueraent valable a cette epoque ?

A * f2. De nos Jours, quand toute doctrine politique parait etre perimee, 
en fonction de quoi pourrait-on agir ou exprimer symboliquement 
la fJ&testatlon contre la condition humalne ? Sous quelle forme 
pourrions-nous recre"er l'homme ?

\ /Je serais tres heureux, si vous aurlez, monsieur, l'amabilite de
m'eclairer sur ces deux points, Vous pouvez bien imaginer ma Joie
si Je venaiyde recevoir une response de vous.

Veuillez agreer, monsieur le ministre, les assurances de ma plus 
haute consideration.

lug ^  ' v  "

Sami Repisht'i ' /
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3 ,  Tit# He* V a lo in , P u ri*  I” 117 Avril 1968

Monsieur Sami REPISHTI 
518 Washington Street 
Hempstead. NEW YORK
u . sT aTJ

Cher Monsieur,
Votre lettre m'a dmu» C*est la premxfere 

lettre d*Albanie, ce n'est pas la premie— 
re du malheur • Mais vous comprendrea que repondre de fagon ooramaire h votre seconde 
question n*aurait aucun serieux . II y 
faudrait une longue conversation, et beau- 
coup plus de connaissances que je n*en ai, 
de votre destin#

Pour la premifere question: oui, k I'epoque, la volontd revolutionnaire 
( pas uniquei-ient le marxisrne) permettait 
seule la mobilisation interieure dont 
11 s'agit •

dincferement k vous »

Andre MALRAUX


