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INTROiD uc T1 ON

1 . l  The Caughnawaga R es e rv e  and I t s  I n h a b i t a n t s

The Caughnawaga Mohawk R ese rv e  (where  most o f  th e  

f i e l d  work f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was c a r r i e d  o u t )  l i e s  a t  

t h e  s o u th  end o f  t h e  M e r c i e r  B r i d g e ,  j u s t  s o u th w e s t  o f  

M o n t r e a l .

A bou t  5000 Mohawks a r e  e n r o l l e d  on t h e  Caughnawaga 

band r o l e s .  Not  a l l  o f  t h e s e  s p e a k  Mohawk. T h e re  a r e ,  however  

Mohawk s p e a k e r s  who a r e  n o t  e n r o l l e d .  Mohawk women who grew 

up i n  Caughnawaga, and were band members l o s t  t h e i r  s t a t u s  

when th ey  m a r r i e d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  band .  Such women may speak  

t h e  lan g u ag e  f l u e n t l y ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  e n r o l l e d .  The o f f s p r i n g  

of  women who a r e  n o t  on t h e  band r o l e s  may a l s o  be Mohawk 

s p e a k e r s ,  b u t  l i k e  t h e i r  m o th e r s ,  can  n o t  be e n r o l l e d .

Some e n r o l l e d  band members have  l e f t  t h e  r e s e r v e  

and have  t a k e n  up r e s i d e n c e  in  c i t i e s  l i k e  New York C i t y ,  

B u f f a l o ,  Albany and so on. Some o f  t h e  n ^ n - e n r o l l e d  Mohawks 

a l s o  l i v e  away from th e  r e s e r v e ,  a l t h o u g h  some have  e l e c t e d  

to  r e n t  homes a t  Caughnawaga. (Mohawks who a r e  n o t  e n r o l l e d  

can  n o t  own homes on t h e  r e s e r v e ) .

» p o r o x im a t e l y  h a l f  of t h e  Mohawks speak  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  f l u e n t l y .  An e s t i m a t e  of  a b o u t  - 0 0 0  Mohawk s p e a k e r s  

o f  t h e  Caughnawaga d i a l e c t  would p r o b a b l y  n o t  be f a r  wrong.

W hatever  t h e  a c t u a l  number o f  Mohawks and Mohawk 

s p e a k e r s ,  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Caughnawaga i s  c o n s t a n t l y  

c h a n g in g  as  p e o p le  move away and r e t u r n .  T h e re  i s  o f t e n  

an  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  in  t h e  summer months when
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11 o f f - r e s e r v a t i o n "  Mohawks r e t u r n  t o  spend t h e  summer w i th  

t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a d u l t  male p o p u l a t i o n  i s  engaged 

p r i m a r i l y  i n  i r o n  work, and a s  a r e s u l t  l i v e  away from th e  

r e s e r v e  d u r i n g  th e  week when th e y  s t a y  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  where  - 

t h e i r  jo b s  have t a k e n  them. Every  Sunday e v e n in g ,  th e  men 

t r a v e l  i n  c a r  p o o ls  t o  B u f f a l o ,  New Haven, B o s to n ,  New York 

C i t y  o r  w h e re v e r  i r o n  work i s  t o  be fo u n d .  THere th e y  s t a y  

f o r  t h e  week. On F r i d a y  n i g h t ,  a f t e r  work, t h e  men r e t u r n  

t o  t h e  r e s e r v e  f o r  t h e  w eek-end .

The r e s e r v a t i o n  i t s e l f  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  town 

and fa rm  l a n d .  C h i l d r e n  who grow up on t h e  fa rm s  a r e  

more l i k e l y  t o  s p eak  Mohawk t h a n  t h o s e  who grow up in  

t h e  town.

A lth o u g h  most of t h e  a d u l t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Caughnawaga 

i s  b i - l i n g u a l  (and many a r e  t r i - l i n g u a l ,  s p e a k i n g  Mohawk, 

E n g l i s h  and F r e n c h ) ,  t h e r e  a r e  one or  two old p e o p le  who 

a r e  p r i m a r i l y  m o n o l in g u a l  Mohawks, a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  have  some 

co m p reh en s io n  o f  E n g l i s h .  Many of  t h e  y o u n g e r  p e o p le  sp e a k  

only  E n g l i s h ,  a l t h o u g h  th ey  halve some d e g r e e  o f  c o m p re h en s io n  

o f  Mohawk. T h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e  seems to  be as  good a c u t - o f f  

p o i n t  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  s p e a k e r s  v e r s u s  n o n - s p e a k e r s  o f  Mohawk, 

a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  a few f l u e n t  s p e a k e r s  who a r e  i n  t h e i r  

t e e n s  and y o u n g e r .  Many Mohawks have  p o i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  

c h i l d r e n  who were b o r n  in  h o u s e h o ld s  a f t e r  a t e l e v i s i o n  had 

been  i n s t a l l e d  u n d e r s t a n d  much l e s s  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  t h a n  t h o s e  

who were b o rn  i n  t h e  houses  old b e f o r e  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n .  T h is



9

seems t o  be a f a i r l y  v a l i d  c l a i m .

1 .2  Language and T e a c h in g

T h e re  i s  some c o n c e r n  by t h e  o l d e r  p e o p le  t h a t  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  no l o n g e r  s p e ak  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  and some a t t e m p t s  

have  been  made t o  remedy t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  E l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  

on t h e  r e s e r v e  have  n a t i v e  s p e a k e r s  t e a c h i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

songs  which a r e  t h e n  memorized.  R e c e n t l y ,  B i l l i n g s  High S c h o o l  

i n  Chateauguay  (which  most  o f  t h e  Cuaghnawaga Mohawks a t t e n d )  

i n s t i t u t e d  a n o n - c r e d i t  c o u r s e  i n  Mohawk, which f o r  r e a s o n s  

b e s t  known to  them, employs a n a t i v e  s p e a k e r  o f  Su- Regis  

Mohawk, whose p r o n u n c i a t i o n  i s  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  th a n  

t h a t  of  t h e  Mohawks who l i v e  a t  Caughnawaga-

The l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i s  somewhat h i n d e r e d  

by t h e  l a c k  of an  o r d e r l y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and by a problem 

o f  o r th o g r a p h y .

Mohawks have  b ee n  w r i t i n g  t h e  l a n g u ag e  f o r  s e v e r a l  

hundred  y e a r s  i n  an  o r t h o g r a p h y  d e v i s e d  by t h e  J e s u i t  m i s s i o n ­

a r i e s .  A l th o u g h  f u n c t i o n a l  f o r  n a t i v e  s p e a k e r s ,  i t  i s  some­

what d e f i c i e n t  f o r  t h o s e  t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h e  l a n g u a g e .  The 

prob lem s o f  th e  o r t h o g r a p h y  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  A ppend ix  I .

1•3 Mohawk and I t s  L i n g u i s t i c  A f f i l i a t i o n

Caughnawaga Mohawk i s  one o f  s e v e r a l  d i a l e c t s  o f  

Mohawk spoken  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and Canada.  A l th o u g h  t h e r e  

i s  some v a r i a t i o n  among Caughnawaga s p e a k e r s ,  i t  i s  r a t h e r  

m in im a l .  The most ob v io u s  i s  t h a t  some s p e a k e r s  do n o t  

a lw ay s  use  t h e  morphophonemic r u l e s  tf’ C V*C and tfhR -*■

V*R ( s t r e s s e d  vowel f o l l o w e d  by g l o t A a l  s t o p  and a c o n s o n a n t
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becomes a l o n g  s t r e s s e d  vowel w i t h  f a l l i n g  t o n e  f o l lo w e d  by 

t h e  c o n s o n a n t  and;  a s t r e s s e d  vowel fo l l o w e d  by / h /  and a 

r e s o n a n t  a l s o  becomes a s t r e s s e d  lo n g  vowel w i t h  f a l l i n g  t o n e  

f o l l o w e d  by t h e  r e s o n a n t ) .

Mohawk i s  a member o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  b r a n c h  o f  th e  

I r o q u o i a n  l a n g u a g e  f a m i l y .  O th e r  members o f  t h e  b r a n c h  t h a t  

a r e  s t i l l  spoken  a r e  Oneida ,  Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca  ar.n’ 

T u s c a r o r a .  T h e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

I r o q u o i a n  f a m i l y  which a r e  e x t i n c t ,  such  a s  N ot taw ay ,  Wyndot, 

and  L a u r e n t i a n .

The s o u t h e r n  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  I r o q u o i a n  f a m i l y  c o n t a i n s  

t h e  d i a l e c t s  o f  C he ro k ee .  Lounsbury  has  s u g g e s t e d  a t im e  

d e p t h  o f  a b o u t  4 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  b e tw een  t h e  N o r t h e r n  and S o u t h e r n  

b r a n c h e s  o f  I r o q u o i a n .

E a r l y  i n  1971, W a l l a c e  Chafe  gave a l e c t u r e  a t  Y a le  

U n i v e r s i t y  i n  which he s u g g e s t e d  some e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  

l i n k i n g  o f  Cadooan,  S io u a n  and I r o q u o i a h  a s  r e l a t e d  l a n g u a g e s .  

A l th o u g h  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  n o t  o v e rp o w e r in g ,  a s  Chafe h i m s e l f  

a d m i t s ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  h i g h l y  s u g g e s t i v e  and w e l l  w or th  

n o t i n g .  Chafe e s t i m a t e d  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  t h a t  t h e  t ime d e p th  f o r  

t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  Cadooan, S io u a n  and I r o q u o i a n  i s  a b o u t

8 , 0 0 0  y e a r s .

The i s  no  e v id e n c e  a s  y e t  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  

p l a c i n g  o f  I ro q u o i a n - C a d d o a n - S i o u a n  i n t o  t h e  H okan-S iouan  

phylum a s  was done by S a p i r  i n  1929* I t  s h o u l d ,  however ,  be 

n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t o  p l a c e  i t  i n  any  o t h e r  phylum.
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1 . 4  The I r o q u o i a n  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  p o l y s y n t h e t i c - f u s i o n a l

i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  and c o n t a i n  a noun  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  f e a t u r e  i n  

t h e  v e r b s .  Bhe p o l y s y n t h e t i c - f u s i o n a l  a s p e c t  of  t h e  l a n g u a g e  

c o m p l i c a t e s  t h e  a n a l y s i s  to  a v e r y  l a r g e  d e g r e e .

I n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e r e  a r e  l a r g e  numbers 

of  morphemes p e r  word, and morphemes u n d e rg o  a g r e a t  d e a l  

o f  change  i n  a cc o m o d a t in g  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  morphemes. Morphemes 

a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  so f u se d  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  

b o u n d r i e s .  Such l a n g u a g e s  do n o t  l e n d  th e m s e lv e s  e a s i l y  t o  

t h e  s t a n d a r d  p r o c e d u r e s  and t e c h n i q u e s  o f  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  

a n a l y s i s .

I n  d i s c u s s i n g  g r a m m a t i c a l  m ode ls ,  H o c k e t t  (1954)  

examines  two methods o f  a n a l y s i s  which  he c a l l s  " I t e m  and 

A r ra n g e  " ( IA)  and " I tem  and P r o c e s s "  ( I P ) .  He a l s o  

m e n t io n s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a t h i r d  method,  "Word and 

Paradigm" (WP), b u t  he does  n o t  e l a b o r a t e  _n how such  a model 

would be u se d .  I t  i s ,  however ,  t h e  "Word and Paradigm" model 

t h a t  G le a s o n  (1955)  s u g g e s t s  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  p o l y s y n t h e t i c  

f u s i o n a l  l a n g u a g e s .

A "Word and Paradigm" model would s im p ly  l i s t  

a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n f l e c t i o n s  w i t h  which  c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  o f  

words ( e . g .  nouns ,  v e r b s )  c an  o c c u r .  T h i s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  

a p p r o a c h  used by many grammars o f  L a t i n  and Greek ,  where 

t h e  c l a s s e s  o f  words a r e  shown w i t h  f u l l  c o n j u g a t i o n s  o r  

d e c l e n s i o n s .  No a t t e m p t  i s  made t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  forms any 

f u r t h e r  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t .

I t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  c a s e ,  how ever ,  t h a t  when su c h
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p a r a d i g m a t i c  forms a r e  e x h i b i t e d ,  c e r t a i n  p h o n o l o g i c a l  

s e q u e n c e s  seem to  be  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  " b i t s "  o f  

meaning .  I n  an  IA o r  I P  a n a l y s i s  t h e s e  p r o b a b l y  would be 

segm ented  and c a l l e d  morphemes.

I n  f u s i o n a l  l a n g u a g e s  how ever ,  t h e  s e g m e n t a t i o n  o f  

f u s e d  segments  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  n o t  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e .  S i n c e  t h e  

"morphemes" undergo  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  change  i n  t h e i r  

a p p e a r a n c e  which i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  by t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  "morphemes",  

one a l s o  needs  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  changes  i n v o l v e d ,  and 

r u l e s  t o  p r e d i c t  th e  c o r r e c t  s h ap e  o f  t h e  morpheme. With 

l a n g u a g e s  a s  f u s i o n a l  a s  Mohawk, t h e  number o f  r u l e s  needed 

t o  p r o d u c e  a l l  t h e  c o r r e c t  fo rm s  may even  e q u a l  o r  outnumber  

th e  forms p ro d u ced .

One must  d i s t i n g u i s h  s e g m e n t a t i o n s  w h ich  a r e  p r o f i t ­

a b l e  and  e co n o m ica l  f rom t h o s e  w h ich  i n v o l v e  r e c u r r e n t  phono­

l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e s ,  w h ich  tho u g h  t e m p t i n g  t o  s e g m en t ,  would 

r e q u i r e  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e r  number o f  r u l e s  t h a n  t h e  

forms which  would be  a c c o u n t e d  f o r ,  by t h e s e  r u l e s .  The 

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  r e c u r r e n t  s e g m e n ts  which c a n  o n ly  be p r e d i c t e d  

by l a r g e  numbers o f  r u l e s  i s  more e tym ology  t h a n  m orphology.  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  l a n g u a g e s  l i k e  Mohawk, t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  

b e tw een  e tym ology  and morphology  i s  v e r y  hazy ,  and n o t  a t  a l l  

c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d .  One t h i n g  does  seem c l e a r ,  and t h a t  i s  t h a t  

e tym ology  c e r t a i n l y  b e n e f i t s  f rom h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a .

I t  has  been  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h a t  s i n c e  

P. de S a u s s u r e ,  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r u l e d  o u t  

o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  s y n c h r o n i c  a n a l y s i s .  Mary Haas ,  i n  a
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l e c t u r e  a t  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1971 p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  

some s c h o l a r s  have  gone s o  f a r  a s  t o  c h o s e ,  r a t h e r  " p e r ­

v e r s e l y " ,  a n o n - h i s t o r i c a l l y  a c c u r a t e  s o l u t i o n ,  e v e n  when a 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  a c c u r a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  was a v a i l a b l e .

R ec o u rse  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  n o t  so m e th in g  

t o  be done random ly .  H i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  shoflild be used 

o n ly  when i t  i s  w e l l  documented and s e r v e s  t o  I l l u m i n a t e  o r  

c l a r i f y  some p o i n t  which would o t h e r w i s e  be o b s c u r e .  A l l  

l a n g u a g e s  a r e  p o i n t s  i n  ongo ing  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  

and a l l  t h a t  has  gone b e f o r e  has  some b e a r i n g  on t h e  

c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  th e  l a n g u a g e .  To r e f u s e  t o  see  a lan g u a g e  

a s  a p a r t  of a p r o c e s s  i s  t o  deny th e  i d e a  t h a t  l a n g u a g e s  

a r e  i n  a c o n s t a n t  s t a t e  o f  change .  T h e r e f o r e  i f  s u f f i c i e n t  

e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  t o  make h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e n  

s u c h  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s  have  v a l i d i t y  and s h o u ld  be a d m i s s a b l e  

i n  g e t t i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  a l t e r n a t e  s y n c h r o n i c  a n a l y s e s  o f  a 

l a n g u a g e .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  P r o f .  F lo y d  Lounsbury  o f  Y a le  has  worked 

e x t e n s i v e l y  w i t h  I r o q u o i a n  l a n g u a g e s .  He has  done f i e l d  

work w i th  a l l  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  spo k en  I r o q u o i a n  l a n g u a g e s ,  

and h a s  made g r e a t  s t r i d e s  i n t o  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  P r o to -  

I r o q u o i a n .  The p r e s e n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  Mohawk has  p r o f i t t e d  Immeas­

u r a b l y  from h i s  g e n e r o u s l y  s h a re d  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  P ro to - I ro q u c fen .

A cess  t o  some h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a l l o w s  us t o  c o n s i d e r  

th e  Mohawk t h a t  i s  spoken  to d a y  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  ongo ing  

p r o c e s s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  a n  e v e n t  i s o l a t e d  i n  t i m e .  There
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a r e  s t i l l  u n s o lv e d  p rob lem s  i n  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

P r o t o - I r o q u o i a n ,  and a s  a r e s u l t ,  some o f  t h e  s y n c h r o n i c  

p ro b le m s  r e m a in  p ro b le m s ,  even  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  our  p r e s e n t  

knowledge o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  One such  p rob lem  i s  

d i e u s s e d  i n  s e c t i o n

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  r e c o u r s e  t o  

h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  i s  used o n ly  when some p rob le m  i s  n o t  

e a s i l y  viewed from a s o l e l y  synchDonic  v i e w p o i n t .  As a 

r e s u l t ,  h i s t o r i c a l  s o l u t i o n s  do n o t  o c c u r  t h r o u g h o u t ,  b u t  

o n ly  when t h e y  a p p e a r  more h e l p f u l  t h a n  u s i n g  s y n c h r o n i c  

e v i d e n c e  a l o n e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  

e x p l a n a t i o n s  c a n  n o t  be  used  t h r o u g h o u t ,  b u t  s im p ly  t o  

i n d i c a t e  t h e r e  a r e  t im e s  when t h e y  a r e  r e d u n d a n t  o r  s u p e r ­

f l u o u s  .

1 . 5  A c l e a r  example  o f  a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which  h i s t o r i c a l

d a t a  i s  h e l p f u l  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a s y n c h r o n i c  p rob lem  c a n  be 

found i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  second  p e r s o n  d u a l  which  h a s  t h e  

form / t s /  when o c c u r i n g  w i t n  "astern" v e r b s ,  s u c h  a s  t - a t k a t h o - }  

" t o  s e e " .

The form f o r  "You two s e e  i t "  i s  / t s a t k a t h o s / .

The e x p e o t e d  form would have  combined a s eco n d  p e r s o n  

m arker  £—s— a d u a l  m arker ,  which h a s  t h e  s h a p e  C—y—} w i th  

v e r b  s tem s  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  / a / ;  a v e rb  s tem  i - a t k a t h o - J ;  and 

t h e  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  m arker  { - s - } .  C o n c a t e n a t e d ,  t h i s  would 

have  p ro d u ce d  * / s y a t k a t h o s /  r a t h e r  t h a n  / t s a t k a t h o s / .

The p rob lem  c a n  be r e s o l v e d  from h i s t o r i c a l  

e v i d e n c e ,  which  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  o b s t r u e n t s  / t / , / k / ,  and / s /
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c o u l d  a l l  c l u s t e r  w i t h  / y /  i n  P r o t o - i D o q u o i a n .  These  

c l u s t e r s  u n d e rw en t  v a r i o u s  c h a n g e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  i n d i c a t e s  

t h e  ch an g e s  i n  two o f  t h e  Mohawk d i a l e c t s .

P r o t o - I r o q u o i a n  t y  ky sy

S t .  R eg is  ky ky t s y  [ j j

Caughnawaga [ J3  [ J 3  t s

I t  i s  now a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  / s y /  s e q u e n c e  

i n  t h e  e x p e c t e d  form * / s y a t k a t h o s /  would i n  f a c t  l e a d  t o  

t h e  c u r r e n t  form, s i n c e  P r o t o - I r o q u o i a n  / s y /  -*■ / t s y /  [ j ]  

i n  Mohawk ( t h e  S t .  R eg is  form i s  / t s y a t k a t h o s / )  and t h e n  

became / t s /  i n  t h e  Caughnawaga d i a l e c t  y i e l d i n g  / t s a t k a t h o s / .

N o te  t h a t  b o t h  / k y /  and / t y /  have  become [ j ]  i n  

Caughnawaga.  Where t h e  s e q u e n c e  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  two morphemes, Caughnawagans w i l l ,  i n  most  

c a s e s  r e s t o r e  t h e  p r o p e r  morpheme d i v i s i o n  and p ro n o u n ce  th e  

p r o p e r  phoneme t o  t h e  s e q u e n c e .  However,  where  t h e s e  s e q u e n c e s  

h av e  o c c u re d  w i t h i n  a  morpheme, t h e  s e q u e n c e  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  

g i v e n  a s  / k y /  e v e n  when h i s t o r i c a l l y  i t  i s  / t y / .  The word 

f o r  " n i n e " ,  f o r  example  / k y o h t o ’ / ,  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  / t y / .

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s ,  [ J ]  i s  r e s t o r e d  t o  

/ k y /  o r  / t y /  on m o r p h o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e .  When t h e r e  i s  no 

e v i d e n c e  a s  t o  which s e q u e n c e  u n d e r l i e s  t h e  [ j ] ,  i t  i s  

w r i t t e n  a s  / k y /
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PHONOLOGY AND MORPHOPHONEMICS

2 . 1  P h o n e m ic a l ly  Mohawk i s  u n c o m p l i c a t e d .  The 

c o n s o n a n t a l  phonemes a r e  d l v i d i e d  i n t o  o b s t r u e n t s  

( / t / ,  / k / ,  and / s / ) ,  l a r y n g e a l s  ( / h / ,  /*>/) and 

r e s o n a n t s  ( / n / ,  / y / ,  / r /  and / w / ) .

T h e re  a r e  two s u b s e t s  o f  v o x e l s ;  o r a l  ( / ! / »

/ e / ,  / o / ,  and / a / )  and n a s a l  ( / e /  arid /* o / ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

Mohawk e x h i b i t s  phonemic s t r e s s  and l e n g t h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  two 

j u n c t u r e s  / , /  and / . / .  (See  C h a r t  One).

The o b s t r u e n t s  a l l  p a t t e r n  s i m i l a r l y .

O b s t r u e n t  -*■ v o i c e l e s s  l e n i s  ( b e g i n s  v o i c e l e s s  become v o i c e d )  

#_V, C_v 

-5- v o i c e d  V_V 

p a l a t a l i z e d  _ y  

■* v o i c e l e s s  e l s e w h e r e  

More s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  o b s t r u e n t s  e x h i b i t  t h e  f o l l o w ­

i n g  a l l o p h o n y .

/ t /  a n  a p i c o - a l v e o l a r  s t o p  

/ t /  -* [D] v o i c e l e s s  l e n i s  #_y  and C__V 

-> [ d ]  v o ic e d  V_V

*> [ t  ] r e l e a s f t d  and a s p i r a t e d  _ k ,  _h

** [ J ]  p a l a t a l i z e d  __y

-*• [ t ]  u n r e l e a s e d  e l s e w h e r e

The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  exam ples  o f  t h e  a l l o p h o n y .

/ t a k o * t /  -*• [Dago»s]  " c a t " ?  / o * n e s t e ’ / -*• [o^nefsDe9 ] " c o r n " ;  

/ o t a « r a V * »  [ o d a * r a 9] "b r im  o f  a  h a t "
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CHART ONE -  PHONEMES

CONSONANTS

O b s t r u e n t s

L a ry n g e s  I s

A l v e o l a r  P a l a t a l  V e l a r

t  k

s

R e s o n a n t s n

r

VOWELS

h ig h

mid

low

F r o n t

i

e

C e n t r a l

e

a

Back

o

o

L a r y n g e a l

h

L e n g th  / • /

S t r e s s  w i t h  even  p i t c h  /  ' / »  w i t h  f a l l i n g  p i t c h  /  ' /  

J u n c t u r e  / , /  and / . /



/ o t k o ’ /  -* [o t^ G u 9 ] " s p i r i t "

/ s a t y e /  *♦ [ Z a j e ]  " s i t  down"

/ s a s h e t /  -* [ Z a s h e t ]  " c o u n t "

/ k /  i s  a  d o r s o - v e l a r  s t o p  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a l l o p h o n y .  

/ k /  **■ [G] v o i c e l e s s  l e n i s  ( a s  a b o v e )  #_V, C_y 

■* [ g ]  v o i c e d  V_V

-*■ [ k h ] r e l e a s e d  and a s p i r a t e d  _ h ,  __k, _ s  

[ J ]  p a l a t a i z e d  _ y  

[ k ]  u n r e l e a s e d  e l s e w h e r e

The f o l l o w i n g  forms e x e m p l i f y  t h e  a l l o p h o n y .  

/ k a h n a w a ’ k e /  -* [Gahnawa*ge]  "on t h e  r a p i d s "  

/ s k a n y a t a r £ * y o / -> [ sG a n y a d a r f* y o ]  "Handsome Lake"

/£ •  k e k s /  [ £ * g e k s ]  " I  e a t "

/khe* k e s /  -* [ k ^ e * g e s ]  " I  s e e  them"

/w a k k e 9/  *♦ [wak^Ge’ j " I  saw i t "

/ o k s a /  *» [ok^Za]  " h u r r y  up"

/ w a k y e /  [ w a j e ]  " I  have"

/ w £ s k /  -> [w £sk j  f i v e

/ s /  u n d e rg o e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a l l o p h o n i c  changes*.

/ s /  -* [Z ]  v o i c e l e s s  l e n i s  ( a s  a b o v e )  #_V, C_V 

-> [ z ]  V V

-* [ s ]  somewhat p a l a t a l i z e d  _ y ,  _ t y ,  __ky 

-*• [ s ]  e l s e w h e r e

The a l l o p h o n y  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  be low.

/ s a s h e t /  ■* [ Z a s h e t ]  " c o u n t "

/ o k s a /  ■* [o k hZa]  " h u r r y  up"

/ i » e e 9/  -*• [ £ * z e 9 ] "you"
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/ s y a * t o s / - *  [ s y a * d u s ]  "you w r i t e "

/ 6» n £ s t e 9/  •* [o»nesD e’ ] " c o r n "

The s e q u e n c e s  / t s /  and / k w /  p a t t e r n  p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  

l i k e  t h e  o b s t r u e n t s .

/ t s /  [DZ] # V ,  C_V 

[ d z ]  V_V 

-» [ t s ]  e l s e w h e r e

Examples  o f  t h e s e  c a n  be s e e n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w ords ,  

/ t s a *  t a h /  -*• [DZa*dah]  " s e v e n "

/ o t s i k h e ’ t a ’ /  -» [ o d z i k hh e * d a 9 ] " s u g a r "

/ka* t s /  [ G a « t s ]  "come on"

/ k w /  -* [GW] #_V, C_V 

■* [gw] v_v
The s e q u e n c e  / k w /  h a s  b een  found i n  n o  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s .

Examples  o f  i t s  o c c u ra n c e  a p p e a r  be low .

/k w e s k w e s /  -*■ [GWesGWes] " p i g "

/ a k w a t S ’ t /  -*■ [agwate* t ]  "my a u n t "  ( F r e n c h  b o r ro w in g )

/ a k w a h i 9/  ■* [ a g w ah i* ]  "my f r u i t "

The l a r y n g e a l  / h /  has  a more s t r i n g l y  f r i c a t i v e  

v o i c e l e s s  a l l o p h o n e  b e f o r e  c o n s o n a n t s ,  which t e n d s  t o  i n c l u d e  

some o r a l  f r i c t i o n  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  

vow el .  /*>/ i s  o f t e n  c o - a r t i c u l a t e d  w i th  a f o l l o w i n g  / k / ,  which 

c a u s e s  a " c r e a k y "  q u a l i f y  t o  t h e  p r o d e d i n g  vowel .

The r e s o n a n t s  a r e  / n / ,  an  a l v e o l a r  n a s a l ;  / y / ,  an

u nrounded  p a l a t a l  s em i-v o w e l ;  / r / ,  a r e t r o f l e x e d  a l v e o l a r  t a p ;  

and / w /  a v e l a r  sem i-vow el  w i th  l i t t l e  o r  no l i p  r o u n d in g ,  b u t  

c o a r t i c u l a t e d  w i t h  s p re a d  l i p s  ( s l i t  o p e n i n g ) .  When / w h /  o c c u r s
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t h e  r e s u l t  i s  a sound r a n g i n g  f rom a weak [ f ]  t o  [ * ] •

The r e s o n a n t s  h a v e  v o ic e d  a l l o p h o n e s  b e f o r e  vowels  

and v o i c e d  r e s o n a n t s .  They a r e  v o i c e l e s s  e l s e w h e r e .

The o r a l  vowels  e x h i b i t  l i t t l e  a l l o p h o n y .

/ i /  i s  a h ig h  f r o n t  unrounded  vowel;  / e /  i s  a mid f r o n t  

un rounded  vowel .  T h e re  i s  a low c e n t r a l  vowel / a /  and a 

mid b ac k  unrounded vowel / o / .  A l l  o f  t h e  vowels  a r e  

s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  when l e n g t h e n e d .

The n a s a l  vowel  / e /  i s  a mid c e n t r a l  vowel which 

r a n g e s  i n  p r o n o u n c i a t i o n  f rom schwa t o  [a ]. I n  t h e  most  

p r e c i s e  s p e e c h ,  i t  i s  a lw a y s  n a s a l i z e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  norm al  

s p e e c h  i t  t e n d s  t o  b e . n a s a l i z e d  o n ly  when s t r e s s e d  o r  when 

i n  t e r m i n a l  p o s i t i o n .

The h i g h  b a c k  unrounded  n a s a l  vowel  /<5/, l i k e  

/ e /  i s  a lw ays  n a s a l i z e d  i n  t h e  most  c a r e f u l  s p e e c h ,  b u t  

i n  more r a p i d  sp e e c h  i s  n a s a l i z e d  o n ly  when s t r e s s e d  or  

t e r m i n a l .  When / 5 /  i s  s t r e s s e d  and  i s  f o l lo w e d  by / h / ,  i t  o f t e n  

a p p r o a c h e s  a s y l l a b i c  [m] i n  a r t i c u l a t i o n .

I t  i s  t o  be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  t i l d e  used  i n  

s y m b o l i z i n g  t h e s e  two vowels  r e p r e s e n t s  n o t  o n ly  n a s a l ­

i z a t i o n ,  b u t  change  o f  p o s i t i o n  a s  w e l l .  What i s  t r a n s c r i b e d  

h e r e  a s  / e /  i s  [ £ ] ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  n a s a l i z a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y  

/ o /  i s  [ u ]  o r  [ u ] . N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  vowels  i s  e v e r  a r t i c u l a t e d  

i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p u r e l y  o r a l  vowels  / e /  o r  / o / .

2 . 2  T h e re  a r e  t h r e e  s u p r a s e g o e n t a l s ;  s t r e s s ,  l e n g t h  and

to n e ,  t h e  l a s t  o f  which  i s  d e r i v e d  m opphophonem ica l ly .

S t r e s s  i s  n e a r l y  p r e d i c t a b l e .  I n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f
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words I t  f a l l s  on t h e  p e n u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e .  I n  t h o s e  c a s e s  

where  i t  does  n o t ,  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  on t h e  a n t e p e n u l t i m a t e  

s y l l a b l e  ( e . g .  / 6* n e s t e * / ) .  T h i s  can  be a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by 

a s su m in g  t h a t  t h e  r u l e  o f  s t r e s s  p l a c e m e n t  ( i . e .  on t h e  

p e n u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e )  must p r e c e d e  vowel e p e n t h i s i s .  Epen­

t h e t i c  vowels  a r e  i n s e r t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  r u l e s  s t a t e d  

i n  s e c t i o n  . 2 . 2 . i n  t h e  word " c o r n " ,  / o * n e s t e ’ / ,  g i v e n  

above  a s  a n  exam p le ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  form i s  a s e q u e n c e  o f  

morphemes C—o—} "noun p r e f i x " ,  ( - n e s t - }  t h e  s tem  f o r  " c o r n " ,  

and ( - ’ } noun s u f f i x .  S t r e s s  p l a c e m e n t  and t h e n  vowel e p e n t h e s i s  

o p e r a t e  on t h e  s t r i n g  i n  t h a t  o r d e r .  Thus o 4 n e s t  4 9 

o ' n e s t ’  (vowel  l e n g t h  i s  a u t o m a t i c  h e r e  -  s e e  s e c t i o n  2 . 3 ) -*• 

o * n e s t e 9 .

T h e re  a r e ,  how ever ,  a few words i n  which th e  s t r e s s  

f a l l s  on th e  l a s t  s y l l a b l e .  Two examples  a r e  / t a k o *  s /  " c a t "  

and / i s t a /  " m o t h e r " .

S i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  words i n  which  t h e  s t r e s s  

i s  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e d i c t a b l e  ( i f  a t  a l l ) ,  s t r e s s  w i l l  be 

marked on a l l  f o rm s .

2 . 3  L ik e  s t r e s s ,  vowel  l e n g t h  i s  n e a r l y  p r e d i c t a b l e .  A

vowel which  i s  s t r e s s e d  and occArs  b e f o r e  a  s i n g l e  c o n s o n a n t  

i s  lo n g ,  i n  m ost  c a s e s .  T h e re  a r e  no  c a s e s  where  a l o n g  

vowel o c c u r s  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  b e f o r e  a  s i n g l e  c o n s o a n t  

and u n d e r  s t r e s s .  T h e re  a r e  however ,  some words where a  vowel 

i s  s t r e s s e d  b e f o r e  a s i n g l e  c o n s o n a n t  and i s  n o t  l o n g .  The 

n e a r  minimal  p a i r  / l « s e V  "you" and / i s i / '  " t h e r e "  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  l e n g t h  n e e d s  t o  be marked.
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F o r  some s p e a k e r s  o f  Mohawk to n e  i s ,  s t r i c t l y  

s p e a k i n g ,  phonem ic .  T h e re  a r e  m in im al  p a i r s ,  su c h  a s  

/ o k a * r a V  " s t o r y "  and  / c k a * r a V  " e y e " .  I t  can  be d e m o n s t* « ted  

how ever ,  t h a t  t o n e  i s  d e r i v e d  from a morphophonemic r u l e  

which i n v o l v e s  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  / h /  o r . / ? / .  The s p e c i f i c  

r u l e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  s e c t i o n  2 . 5  . S in c e  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  

/ h /  o r  / ’ /  c a n  a lw a y s  be d i s c o v e r e d ,  t o n e  i s  n o t  marked i n  

t h e  w r i t i n g ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  l a r y n g e a l  i s  p r i n t e d .

2 . 4  Mohawk morphophonemics  a r e  o f t e n  complex and

h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c .  The h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  r u l e s  w i l l  be d e a l t  

w i th  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  where  t h e  a c t u a l  morphemes i n v o l v e d  

i n  t h e  morphophonemics  o c c u r .  T h e re  a r e  some g e n e r a l  

morphophonemic r u l e s  which c a n  be  d e a l t  w i t h  w i t h o u t  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  s p e c i f i c  morphemes.

Mohawk has  t h r e e  vowels  which c a n  be used e p e n t h e t i c -  

a l i y ,  / i / ,  / a /  and / e / .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e ,  / i /  i s  u sed  

s o l e l y  b e f o r e  words o f  one s y l l a b l e  and b e a r s  t h e  s t r e s s .

/ ! •  k e k s /  " I  e a t " ,  h a s  an  u n d e r l y i n g  form o f  / { /  e p e n t h e t i c  

f o r  s t r e s s  p l a c e m e n t  ( l e n g t h  i s  a u t o m a t i c )  ( - k - J  " I " ,  i - e k - }

" t o  e a t "  and ( - s - )  s e r i a l  a s p e c t .  The s t r i n g  o f  morphemes 

would h a v e  p ro d u ced  a m o n o s y l l a b i c  word, w i th  no  p l a c e  t o  

p u t  t h e  s t r e s s  (w h ich  sh o u ld  f a l l  on t h e  p e n u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e ) .  

The / i /  a p p e a r s  t o  b e a r  t h e  s t r e s s .

The second  two e p e n t h e t i c  vowels  / e /  and  / a /  w i l l  

n o t  b e a r  s t r e s s ,  / e /  i s  used  to  b r e a k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  con­

s o n a n t  c l u s t e r s .

O b s t r u e n t  4 / n /  ■* O b s t r u e n t  4 / e n /
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/ t n /  *» / t e n /

/ t e n i w i s t o s /  "We two ( i n c l u s i v e )  a r e  c o l d "  

i - t - }  "we, i n c l u s i v e "  

t - n i - }  d u a l

1- w i s t o - )  " t o  be c o l d "  

i - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ k n /  *♦ / k e n /

/ y a k e n i w i s t o s /  "We two, ( e x c l u s i v e )  a r e  c o l d "  

l - y - J  e x c l u s i v e  

( - a - }  s u b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

i—k f i r s t  p e r s o n  

£ni} d u a l

i - w i s t o - }  " t o  be c o l d "  

t - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ s n /  *♦ / s e n /

/ s e n i w i s t o s /  "You two a r e  c o l d "

( - s - } you  

{ - n i - } d u a l  

i - w i s t o - }  t o  be c o l d  

£—s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t

I n  a l l  o f  t h e  abibve c a s e s ,  a n  e p e n t h e t i c  / e /  

i s  i n s e r t e d  b e tw een  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  and t h e  d u a l  m ark e r .  

O b s t r u e n t  / w /  -*• O b s t r u e n t  / e w / ( e x c e p t  f o r  / k w /  which becomes 

/ k e w /  o n l y  be tw een  t h e  f o u r  m a jo r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  v e r b ,  i . e .  

b e tw een  t h e  p r e - p r o n o m i n a l  p r e f i x e s  and th e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s ;  

b e tw een  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  and th e  s tem ;  be tw een  t h e  

s tem  and th e  a s p e c t ) .  W i th in  any  o f  t h o s e  m ajo r  d i v i s i o n s ,  

o
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o r  w i t h i n  a s i n g l e  morpheme th e  sequence  /k w /  rem ains  / k w / .  

/ t w /  / t e w /

/ t e w a w i s c o s /  "We p l u r a l  a r e  c o ld "  ( i n c l u s i v e )  

t - t - )  "we, i n c l u s i v e "  

t - w a - )  p l u r a l  

£ -w is to -}  " t o  be co ld"

{ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ s w /  -*■ / s e w /

/ s e w a w l s t o s /  "You p l u r a l  a r e  c o l d "

U s - )  "you"

£-wa-)  p l u r a l  

t - w i s t o e )  " t o  be c o l d "

£ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ k w /  -* / k e w /  (See  ab o v e  f o r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  when t h i s  o c c u r s )  

/ k e w l s t o s /  " I  am c o l d "  

t - k - }  " I "

£ - w i s t o - ) " t o  be c o l d "  

t - s - )  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The e p e n t h e t i c  / e /  i s  i n s e r t e d  h e r e  b e tw een  t h e  p r o ­

n o m in a l  d i v i s i o n  and  t h e  s tem d i v i s i o n .  W i th in  a d i v i s i o n ,  

su ch  a s  t h e  p r o n o m in a l  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  / e /  w i l l  n o t  be i n s e r t e d ,  

/ y a k w a w l s t o s /  "We, p l u r a l  ( e x c l u s i v e ) ,  a r e  c o l d "  

t - y - )  e x c l u s i v e  

C—a —) s u b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

t - k - )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

t - w a - )  p l u r a l  

t - w i s t o - )  " t o  be  c o l d "
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{ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

W i t h i n  a s i n g l e  morpheme, / k w /  r e m a in s  / k w / .  "P ig "  

/ k w e s k w e a / ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  / k w /  s e q u en ce  r e m a i n i n g  / k w /  

w i t h i n  t h e  morpheme.

An e p e t h e t i c  / e /  i s  a l s o  p l a c e d  b e tw e en  and con­

s o n a n t  and a f o l l o w i n g  g l o t t a l  s t o p .  C9 -> Ce9 

/ o * r i £ s t e 9/  " c o r n "

C-o-} "noun m arker"  

i - n e s t - }  " c o r n "  

t - / - }  noun s u f f i x

The e p e n t h e t i c  / a /  i s  p l a c e d  b e tw e e n  a n  i n c o r p ­

o r a t e d  noun  s tem which  ends i n  a c o n s o n a n t ,  and a  v e r b  

s te m  which b e g i n s  w i t h  a c o n s o n a n t  which f o l l o w s .  

/ k a n £ s t a y £ t h o s /  "She o r  i t "  p l a n t s  t h e  c o r n . "

C-ka-} " s h e  o r  i t "

{ - r i e s t - i  " c o r n "  

i - y ? t h o - )  " t o  p l a n t "

£—s —} s e r i a l  a s p e c t

2 . 5  The l a r y n g e a l s  m o rphophonem ica l ly  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t o n e .  A s t r e s s e d  vowel ,  f o l l o w e d  by / h /  and a 

r e s o n a n t ,  become a s t r e s s e d  vowel w i t h  l e n g t h  and f a l l i n g  

t o n e  f o l l w e d  by a  r e s o n a n t .  tfhR -*•

/ o k a h r a 9/  -*• /oka* r a 9/  "eye"

A s t r e s s e d  vowel  w i th  l e n g t h  and  f a l l i n g  t o n e  can  

a l s o  r e s u l t  fnom a n  u n d e r l y i n g  seq u e n c e  o f  s t r e s s e d  vowel 

f o l l o w e d  by 9C.

/ a k k a h r a 9k e /  "on  my eye"  -*• / a k k ah ra *  k e /
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A few exam ples  have  been  found where tf’ C d id  n o t  

become V*C. One exam ple ,  / a k i ’ w hare ’ /  "my f u r " ,  h a s  n e v e r  

b e e n  h e a r d  a s  / a k l * w h a r e ’ / .  I n  a l l  exam ples  where  t h e  r u l e  

does  n o t  o p e r a t e ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  ( o r  o v e r t )  / l /  

which i s  u n d e r  s t r e s s ,  / o ’ w hare’ /  " f u r " ,  has  an  / i /  

u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  s t r e s s e d  / o / ,  and i s  a lw ay s  p ronounced  w i t h  

t h e  g l o t t a l  s t o p .

The phoneme / h /  i s  l o s t  i n  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e  

a c o n s o n a n t .  #hC -> #C 

/ s h n e h t e k /  " e a t  gum"

C -h s - )  "you s i n g u l a r "  

fc*hneht-} "gum" ( / o h n e h t a * / )

£- k-} " t o  e a t "  ( i r r e g u l a r  v e r b  h a s  v a r i e n t  s h a p e s )  

£-©-} l a c k  o f  a s p e c t  m arker  i n d i c a t e s  i m p e r a t i v e  

Compare t h e  ab o v e  w i t h  / I h s e k s /  "You e a t "  where  t h e  

/ h /  o c c u r s  when £ - h s - }  i s  removed from i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n .

I n t i a l l y  b e f o r e  vow e ls ,  / h /  -*• / r / .

/ r l »  k e s /  " I  s e e  him"

/ h i /  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a t h i r d  p e r s o n  

s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l in e  

/ k e /  " t o  s e e "

/ - S ' - /  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

Compare t h e  ab o v e  w i t h  / e h f * k e * /  " I  w i l l  s e e  h im " ,  

where t h e  morpheme / h i /  i s  i n  n o n - i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n .  (The 

f i n a l  g l o t t a l  s t o p  i s  a  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  m arker  r e q u i r e d  by 

t h e  f u t u r e  t e n s e  m arker  £ - ? - } .

The phonemic s e q u e n c e  / ’ h /  -*• / h / .
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/w ah i*  k e ’ /  " I  saw him"

[ -w - J  p a s t  t e n s e

( - a 9- )  empty.  R e q u i r e d  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  See  * /  

[ - h i - }  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on t h i r d  p e r s o n  

s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l in e  

{ -k e -}  " t o  s e e "

[ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t .  R e q u i r e d  w i t h  t e n s e  m a rk e rs  

Compare t h e  above  w i t h  /w a ’ k h e * k e ’ /  " I  saw thim" and 

/ k h e #k e s /  " I  s e e  them*.

I n  g e n e r a l ,  Mohawk does  n o t  p e n m i t  vowel  c l u s t e r s .  

Only / a o /  and / a o /  have  been  fo u n d .  A g e n e r a l  r u l e  V]V2  ** V2 

e x p l a i n s  most  c a s e s .  "P u r" ,  / o ’ w h are ’ /  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s t r i n g .

[—o—} noun p r e f i x  

[ i ’ whar-}  " f u r "

[ - ’ - I  noun s u f f i x

Compare th e  above  w i t h  / a k l ’ w h a re ’ /  "my f u r "  where  

t h e  / i /  r e - a p p e a r s  when n o t  p r e c e d e d  by a n o t h e r  vow el .

T h e re  a r e  two e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  r u l e ,  / a /  p l u s  / i /  

becomes / e / .

/ k e t s S V  " f i s h "

[ - k a - J  p r e f i x  f o r  some nouns 

[ - i t s - }  " f i s h "

[ - o ’ - } noun s u f f i x

Compare w i t h  / k i t s o k w e s /  " I  t a k e  a f i s h  o u t  o f  w a te r "  

and  / k o k w e s /  " I  t a k e  i t  o u t  o f  w a te r "

The second  e x c e p t i o n  i s  / o /  p l u s  / a /  y i e l d s  / o / .
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/ y a g o t l *  w ? /  "She i s  s k in n y "

C-yako-} "She" 

l - a t l ’ we} " t o  be  s k in n y "

Compare t h e  above  w i t h  / w a k a t l w ? /  " I  am s k in n y "  which 

r e s u l t s  from a n  u n d e r l y i n g  {-wak-} " I "  and C - a t i w e - )  " t o  

be s k i n n y " >
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WORD CLASSES

3 . 1  Words can  be d e f i n e d  s t r u c t u r a l l y  o r  f u n c t i o n a l l y .

A f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  word c l a s s e s  i s  b a se d  on t h e  f u n c t i o n  

o f  t h e  word i n  s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e s .  S t r u c t u r a l l y ,  a word 

c a n  be d e f i n e d  i n  te rm s  o f  i t s  componant  p a r t s ,  w i t h o u t  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  g r a m m a t i c a l  u s a g e .  S i n c e  t h e  a n a l y s i s  h e r e  

i s  m o r p h o l o g i c a l ,  and s y n t a x  i s  n o t  exam ined ,  t h e  word c l a s s e s  

a r e  d e f i n e d  h e r e  from a s t r u c t u r a l  r a t h e r  th a n  f u n c t i o n a l  

v i e w p o i n t .

3 . 2  S t r u c t u r a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  c l a s s e s  o f  words 

i n  Mohawk; v e r b s ,  nouns  and p a r t i c l e s .  The v e r b s  a r e  t h e  

most  com plex .  Mohawk v e r b s  c a n  be i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e i r  

o c c u r a n c e  w i th  t e n s e  morphemes.  Only v e r b s  can  o c c u r  w i th  

t e n s e  morphemes. The t e n s e  morphemes a r e  found i n  t h e  

f i r s t  o f  t h e  f o u r  m a jo r  d i v i s i o n s  f rom w hich  morphemes 

a r e  s e l e c t e d .  The f o u r  d i v i s i o n s  ( i n  t h e i r  o r d e r  o f  

o c c u r a n c e  i n  a v e r b )  a r e  ( l )  p r e - p r o n o m i n a l  p r e f i x e s ,

( 2 ) p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  ( 3 ) s tem s  and (4 )  a s p e c t  s u f f i x e s .

Each m a jo r  d i v i s i o n  has  more t h a n  one p o s i t i o n  c l a s s .  A l l  

o f  t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  r u l e s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p te r  Two o p e r ­

a t e  a c r o s s  d i v i s i o n  b o u n d r i e s ,  and a l l  e x c e p t  / k w /  *» / k e w /  

o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n s .

F u s i o n  p r e s e n t s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p rob lem  i n  t h e  

a n a l y s i s .  I n  some fo rm s ,  t h e  l o c a l i z a t i o n  o f  meaning i s  

a l l  b u t  i m p o s s i b l e  i f  one r e q u i r e s  a  morpheme t o  be a 

d i s c r e t e  form and a d i s c r e t e  meaning .  The example  g i v e n  by 

Lounsbury  (1953)  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p ro b le m .
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( 1 )  / k a t k a t h o s /  " I  s e e  i t "

( 2 ) /  w a t k a t h o s /  "She o r  i t  s e e s  i t "

( 3 )  /  wa’ k a t k a t h o 9/  " I  saw i t "

(4 )  /  o t k a t h o 9/  "She o r  i t  saw i t "

The s e g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  forms i s  a s

f o l l o w s .

/ k a t k a t h o s /  " I  s e e  i t "

C-k-} F i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  " I "

C - a t k a t h o - }  s tem  " t o  s e e "  

i - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ w a t k a t h o s /  "She o r  i t  s e e s  i t "

C—w—} "She o r  i t "

( - a t k a t h o - )  s tem  " t o  s e e "

{ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ w a ’ k a t k a t h o 9/  " I  saw i t "

Cw-} p a s t  t e n s e

{ - a 9- }  empty  morph, r e q u i r e d  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  

t - k - }  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  " I "  

l - a t k a t h o - )  s tem  " t o  s e e "

I - 9- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t ,  r e q u i r e d  w i t h  t e n s e  m arke rs  

The l a s t  form / S t k a t h o s /  i s  n o t  s o  e a s i l y  s egm en ted .  

An u n d e r l y i n g  s e q u e n c e  * / wa’ w at l ta t h o * /  c a n  be  p o s t u l a t e d  a l o n g

w i t h  a r u l e  t h a t  t u r n s  s e q u e n c e s  o f / ( w ) a ( 9 ) w a /  ■* / 5 /  when su ch

s e q u e n c e s  o c c u r  i n  t h e  p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x  d i v i s i o n .  ( E l s e ­

where  / ( w ) a ( 9 ) w a /  can  o c c u r ) .

A n o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  assume t h e  f u s i o n  o f  t h e  

meanings  o f  p a s t  t e n s e ,  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  "She o r  i t " ,
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and  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v e r b  i s  a n  a - s t e m  

v e r b  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  s h ap e  / 5 /  and 

n o t  p o s t u l a t e  u n d e r l y i n g  p h o n o l o g i c a l  s h a p e s .  I n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s ,  s e g m e n t a t i o n  o f  h i g h l y  f u s e d  forms 

t h a t  r e q u i r e  h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  r u l e s  f o r  a n a l y s i s  a r e  t o  

be r e g a r d e d  a s  e t y m o l o g i c a l  i n  n a t u r e .

3 . 3  Nouns a r e  composed o f  a noun p r e f i x  ( e i t h e r  / k a /

o r  / o /  which  a p p e a r  t o  be m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  c o n d i t i o n e d )  and 

a noun s u f f i x  ( e i t h e r  / ’ / ,  / a 9/  o r  / o 9/  a l s o  m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  

c o n d i t i o n e d ) .

P a f c t i c l e s  a r e  u n i n f l e c t e d .  T he re  a r e  s e v e r a l  

words / k w e s k w e s /  and / k l t k i t /  ( " p i g "  and " c h i c k e n " )  f o r  

exam ple ,  which a r e  u n i n f l e c t e d ,  b u t  i t  would be unw ise  t o  

c l a s s i f y  them a s  p a r t i c l e s .  They a r e  u n u s u a l  i n  t h e i r  

s t r u c t u r e  ( b o t h  a r e  d u p l i c a t i v e )  and a p p e a r  t o  be b o r ro w in g s  

from F r e n c h .  In  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h e y  a r e  t h e  sounds  u se d  t o  

c a l l  t h e  a n i m a l s .

3 . 4  The f o l l o w i n g  f i v e  c h a p t e r s  d i s c u s s  e a c h  o f  t h e

f o u r  m a jo r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  v e r b  and th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  

n o u n s .
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THE FRE-PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

4 . 1  The p r e - p r o n o m i n a l  p r e f i x  d i v i s i o n  c o n t a i n s  a l l

o f  th e  morphemes which  can  o c c u r  b e f o r e  any  o f  t h e  p r o ­

n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s .  T h e re  a r e  e l e v e n  s u e #  morphemes, and t h e y  

a r e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  C h a r t  Two.

W hile  t h e r e  i s  some v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  phonemic s h a p e s  

o f  some o f  t h e  morphemes, i t  i s  n o t  g r e a t .  The g r e a t e s t  

c o m p l e x i t y  a r i s e s  from th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  empty morphs,  

and t h e  s e l e c t i o n  r u l e s  wftich d e t e r m i n e  which  o f  t h e  two 

p a s t  t e n s e  m a r k e r s ,  i -w -}  ( p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  2 ) and  ( - a - )  p o s i

t i o n  c l a s s  6 ) i s  t o  a p p e a r .

T h e re  a r e  two empty morphs which  hav e  t h e  phonemic

s h a p e s  / - a ’ - /  and / - a - / .  The f i r s t ,  / - a ’ - /  i s  i n s e r t e d  a f t e r

p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  two, i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r u l e s .

1)  I n s e t t  / - a 9- /  whenever  a  member o f  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  one o r

two o c c u r s  w i t h  t h e  d u a l i c .

2 ) I n s e r t  / - a 9- /  w henever  any  member o f  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  one

o r  two o c c u r s  and i s  i m m e d ia t e ly  f o l lo w e d  

by a p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  and a v e r b  s tem  i n  

a p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t .

The empty morph / - * 5 - /  o c c u r s  be tw een  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  

f o u r  and  f i v e .  The r u l e s  f o r  i t s  i n s e r t i o n  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s ,  

l )  I n s e r t  / -< 5 - /  whenever  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  5  and 6  a r e  f i l l e d ,

and a t  l e a s t  one member o f  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  

1 *2 , 3 , o r  4 o c c u r s  ( w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  

t h e  f u t u r e  t e n s e  m arker  

C h a r t  I I I  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  c o m b i n a t o r i a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s
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o f  t h e  morphemes which form t h e  p r e - p r o n o m i n a l  p r e f i x  

d i v i s i o n .  V a r i e n t  s h a p e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  be low,  a s  a r e  t h e  

r a n g e s  o f  meaning f o r  ea c h  o f  t h e  morphemes.

4 .2  The p a r t i t i v e  t - n - }  i s  used  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  number 

t h r e e  o r  more, and i s  g e n e r a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  ‘number  o f  

t i m e s * ,  'am o u n t  of* e t c .

/ k a y e * r l  n i k a h w i s t a k e * /  "Pour  d o l l a r s "

/ w i s k  n i h £ k e s /  " I  s e e  him f i v e  t im e s "

/ w i s k /  " f i v e "

/ n i h l * k e s /  " I  s e e  him t h a t  many t im e s "

t - n - }  a p a r t i t i v e .  s t h e  s h ap e  / - n i - /  when 

i t  p r e c e d e s  d i r e c t l y  any  member o f  

p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  f i v e ,  o r  a p ro n o m in a l  

p r e f i x .

{ - h i - }  " I  t o  him" f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on 

a t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l in e  

£ -ke -}  v e rb  r o o t  " t o  s e e "

£ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

4 . 3  The c o i n c i d e n t  C-sh-}  i s  used  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e v e n t s  

o c c u r e d  a t  t h e  same t im e .

/ s h i k e w l s t o s /  "When I  das  c o l d "

£ - s h - }  c o i n c i d e n t .  Has p h o n e t i c  s h ap e  / s h l /  when

i t  p r e c e d e s  im m e d ia t e ly  a  member o f  p o s i t i o n  

c l a s s  f i v e ,  o r  a  p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x .  

l - k - J  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  

/ - e - /  e p e n t h e t i c  

( - w i s t o - J  v e rb  r o o t  " t o  be c o l d "
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U s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  ( g e n e r a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  p r e s e n t  

t e n s e )

The c o n t r a s t i v e  ( - t h - }  i s  used to i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

tohe a c t i o n  i s  somehow d i f f e r e n t  th an  normal .

/ t h ih ik 'S *  r e k s /  " I  t a p  him w i t h  my f i s t "  (compare w i th  

/ r ik 'S* r e k s /  " I  punch him"

( t h - )  c o n t r a s t i v e  (h a s  shape  / t h i /  when o c c u r s

i m m e d ia t e ly  p r e c e d i n g  a member o f  p o s i t i o n  

c l a s s  f i v e  o r  a p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x )

( - h i - }  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a t h i r d  pe rson  

s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l i n e  

t -k 'S re k -}  v e r b  s tem  " t o  punch"

( —s —} s e r i a l  a s p e c t .

The c o n t r a s t i v e  i s  a l s o  used  a s  a n e g a t i v e  p r e f i x  

i n  a l l  c a s e s  where  t h e  n e g a t i v e  p r e f i x  does  n o t  o c c u r  ( i . e .  

t h e  n e g a t i v e  p r e f i x  ( t e 9- }  o c c u r s  o n ly  when no o t h e r  p r e -  

p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x  i s  p r e s e n t ,  o r  o n ly  a  member from p o s i t i o n  

c l a s s  f i v e  i s  p r e s e n t . )  When used  a s  a n e g a t i v e ,  i t  i s  p r e  

ceded  by th e  n e g a t i v e  p a r t i c l e  (y a h } .

/ y a h  t h a ’ t e h a y a h y a * k s /  "He d o e s n ' t  c r o s s  o v e r  i t "

(yah} n e g a t i v e  p a r t i c l e

( t h - }  c o n t r a s t i v e ,  h e r e  used  a s  a n e g a t i v e  

/ - a 9- /  empty morph. See r u l e s  i n  s e c t i o n  4 .1  

/ - t e - J  d u a l i c  used  t o  i n d i c a t e  change  o f  s t a t e  o r  

p o s i t i o n  

( - h a - }  prononulna l  p r e f i x  "he"

( -yah jca’ k-}  v e r b  s tem  " t o  c r o » s  over"  ( r e q u i r e s  d u a l i c )
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£ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The p a s t  t e n s e  m a rk e rs  £—w—) i n  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  

two, and ( - a - )  i n  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  s i x  b o t h  hav e  t h e  meaning 

" p a s t  t e n s e " .  The £-w-} i s  g e n e r a l l y  found  f o l l o w e d  by th e  

empty  morph / - a ’ - / .  The e x c e p t i o n s  o c c u r  when t h e  p a s t  

t e n s e  m arker  i s  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  

f o r  t h e  second  p e r s o n  d u a l  and  p l u r a l  ( n o m i n a t i v e ) ,  

f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  and p l u r a l  i n c l u s i v e  ( n o m i n a t i v e ) ,  

a n d  t h e  second  p e r s o n  d u a l  and  p l u r a l  ( i n  t h e  o b l i q u e  

c a s e s .  Under  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  p a s t  t e n s e  a p p e a r s  

a s  £ -w e-} .  The second  e x c e p t i o n  o c c u r s  when t h e  p a s t  t e n s e  

an d  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n e u t e r  z o i c  form {-w-J  ( i . e .  " sh e  o r  

i t " )  o c c u r  w i t h  a n  a - s t e m  v e r b .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e  

p a s t  t e n s e ,  t h e  n e u t e r z o i c  and  t h e  / a /  o f  t h e  a - s t e m  

a l l  a p p e a r  t o  be c o n t a i n i d  i n  a s i n g l e  phoneme / o /  

/ w a 9k h e * k e 9/  I  saw them

£—w—) p a s t  t e n s e  

( - a 9- )  empty morph

£ - k h e - )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on t h i r d  p e r s o n  

p l u r a l  ( i . e .  I  a c t  on them)

£-ke-} s tem  " t o  s e e "

£ - 9- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t .  R e q u i r e d  w i t h  C—w—) 

/ w e t e w a t k a t h o ’ /  "We a l l  ( i n c l u s i v e )  saw i t "

£—w—} p a s t  t e n s e  m ark e r ,  h e r e  i n  t h e  form / - w e - /  

a s  r e q u i r e d  when f o l l o w e d  by f i r s t  p e r s o n  

p l u r a l  i n c l u s i v e  ( n o m i n a t i v e )  p ro n o u n .

£ - t - }  f i r s t  p e r s o n  i n c l u s i v e
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/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

( - w a - J  p l u r a l

i - a t k a t h o - }  v e r b  s tem  "To s e e "

{ - 9- }  p u n c tu 4 1  a s p e c t  ( r e q u i r e d  w i t h  C—w—} 

/ o t k a t h o 9/  "She ( n e u t e r  z o i c )  s e a  i t "

( - o - J  c o n t a i n s  t h e  meanings  o f  p a s t  t e n s e ,  t h i r d -  

p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  " sh e  o r  i t "  ( n e u t e r - z o i c ) ,  

and t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s tem  i s  a n  

a - s t e m  v e r b .

( - a t k a t h o - )  v e r b  s tem  " t o  s e e " .  The / a /  i s  l o s t  

i n  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

The p a s t  t e n s e  m arker  ( - a - )  o c c u r s  whenever  t h e  

f i f t h  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  i s  f i l l e d  and t h e  v e r b  i s  i n  a p u n c t u a l  

a s p e c t ,  and no o t h e r  d e f i n i t e  t e n s e  m arker  o c c u r s .

/ s a h i *  k e 9/  " I  saw him a g a i n "  

t — s —} i t e r a t i v e  

{ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e

( - h i - )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a t h i r d  p e r s o n  

s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l in e  ( i . e .  I  a c t  on him) 

i - k e - }  v e rb  r o o t  " t o  s e e "

p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  ( r e q u i r e d  w i th  p a s t  t e n s e )  

Compare t h e  above  w i th  / s h £ * k e s /  " I  s e e  him a g a i n "  

The t r a n s l o c a t i v e  morpheme, j t ' -ye-} ,  when used w i t h  

v e r b s  o f  m o t io n  i n d i c a t e s  a d i r e c t i o n  away from t h e  s p e a k e r .  

With  s t a t i v e  v e r b s  i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  e v e n t  o ccu red  a t  some 

d i s t a n c e  from t h e  s p e a k e r .
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/ y e h i h y a *  t o s /  " I  w r i t e  t o  him"

[ - y e - }  t r a n s l o c a t i v e ;  d i r e c t i o n  away from s p e a k e r

[ - h i - ]  I  a c t  on him

[ - h y a t o - }  v e r b  s tem  " t o  w r i t e "

{—s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t

Compare t h e  above  w i t h  / r i h y a *  t o s /  " I  w r i t e  on him" 

and / t e h a k h y a * t o s /  "He w r i t e s  t o  me". The f i r s t  i n d i c a t e s  

t h e  l o s s  o f  m o t io n  when t h e  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  morpheme i s  removed. 

The second  c o n t a i n s  t h e  c i s & o c a t i v e  morpheme / t /  which has  

t h e  p h o n e t i c  s h a p e  / t e /  when i t  o c cu r s  w i th  no o t h e r  t e n s e  

m ark e rs  and  i n d i c a t e s  d i r e c t i o n  toward th e  s p e a k e r .  I t  i s  

f o l l o w e d  by th e  morpheme [ - h a k - }  "he a c t s  on me". The r e s t  

i s  a s  a b o v e .  The two l o c a t i v e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  g i v e  d i r e c t i o n  

and i t  i s  c l e a r  f rom t h e  exam ples  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  s p e a k e r ,  when t h e  s p e a k e r  i s  one o f  t h e  a c t o r s ,  

d e t e r m i n e s  which  w i l l  be u s e d .

/ y a ’ t e h a y a h y a ’ k s /  "He goes  a c r o s s  i t "  ( f rom  t h i s  s i d e  t o  t h e

o t h e r )

[ - y e - }  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  ( t h e  / e /  i s  l o s t  when f o l lo w e d  

by a vowel ,  a s  h e r e  ( S e e r u l e  ViV2 -*■ p . ^ 7 ) 

/ - a 9- /  empty morph 

[ - t e - ]  d u a l i c  

l - h a - } "he"

[ - y a h y a 9 k-3 v e rb  s tem " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

[—s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a ’ h£* ke’’ /  " I  saw him o v e r  t h e r e "

[ - y e - }  t r a n s l o c a t i v e



/ ' - a ? - /  empty morph

{ - h i - }  I  t o  him

{-k e -}  v e rb  s tem  " t o  s e e "

{ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t .

The d u a l i c  morpheme i s  u se d  i n  e n u m e r a t in g  

two o b j e c t s .  I t  has  t h e  phonemic  s h a p e  / - t e - /  when t h e r e  

a r e  no t e n s e  m a rk e rs .  O th e r w i s e  i t  h a s  t h e  s h a p e  / - t - / .  

/ t e k a h w i t s t a k e V  "two d o l l a r s "

I t  a l s o  o c c u r s  w i t h  v e r b s  which r e q u i r e  two a g e n t s ,  

/ t e s a t a t y e *  n a /  W r e s t l e  I

t — t —) d u a l i c  ( h a s  s h a p e  / - t e - /  when no o t h e r  t e n s e  

m arkers  o c c u r .

£—s —} second  p e r s o n  

{ - a t a t y e n a - }  s tem  " t o  w r e s t l e "

The d u a l i c  i s  a l s o  used  t o  i n d i c a t e  change  o f  

s t a t e  o r  p o s i t i o n

/ w a ’ thaya f iyahke ’ /  He c r o s s e d  o v e r  i t  

{—w—} p a s t  t e n s e  

jfc-a’ - /  empty morph 

£— t —} d u a l i c  

{ -h a -}  "he"

{-y ah y ah k -}  s tem  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

{ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The f u t u r e  t e n s e  m arker  h a s  two s h a p e s / - ^ - /  and 

/ - o - / .  The f i r s t  o c c u r s  i n  a l l  c a s e s  e x c e p t  when th e  

f o l l o w i n g  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  i s  a  f e m i n i n e  i n d e f i n i t e  

a c t i n g  on any o b l i q u e  e x c e p t  t h e  s ec o n d  p e r s o n  d u a l .
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/ e h l *  k“e ° /  " I  w i l l  s e e  him"

( - e - )  f u t u r e  t e n s e

t - h i - }  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a t h i r d

p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l in e  ( I  a c t  on him) 

( - k ? - )  v e r b  s tem " t o  s e e "

( - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  ( r e q u i r e d  w i t h  ( - ? - )  

/ o y & t g e ’ /  She w i l l  s e e  me

£ - 0- }  f u t u r e  t e n s e  i n  sh a p e  i t  h a s  w i th  f e m i n i n e -  

i n d e f i n i t e  p r o n o m i n a l s . 

t - y o k - )  She ( f e m i n i n e -  i n d e f i n i t e ;  used f o r  v e r y  

young,  o r  v e r y  o ld  women, and women who 

a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e s p e c t .  A l s o  used  f o r  

"one"  a s  an  i n d e f i n i t e )

£ -k e -}  " t o  s e e "

I - 9- )  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t

The i n d e f i n i t e  t e n s e  h a s  a  r a n g e  o f  meaing from 

optoLtive t o  s u b j u n c t i v e .  I t  h a s  t h e  b a s i c  s h a p e  ( - a - }  

/ a h l ' k e V  " L e t  me s e e  him"

{ -a -}  i n d e f i n i t e  

( - h i - )  I  a c t  on him 

(-k?*-) s tem  " t o  see"

£ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ t a h a y a h y a h k e ’ /  " f o r  him t o  c r o s s  o v e r  i t "

£—t —) d u a l i c  

£ - a - )  i n d e f i n i t e  

( - h a - )  "he

( - y a h y a h k - )  s tem  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"
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/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

( - 9. )  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t

The i t e r a t i v e  { - s - }  h a s ,  a s  i t s  most common m e a n i r g ,

" a g a i n " .

/ s a h i * k e ’ /  " I  saw him a g a i n "

£ — s —} i t e r a t i v e

{ -a -}  p a s t  t e n s e ,  when p o s i t i o n  c l a s s  5 i s  f i l l e d  

{ - h i - }  I  a c t  on him 

£ -k e -}  stem " t o  s e e "

{ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a p p e c t

With t h e  v e rb  r o o t  { - t i - } ,  t h e  i t e r a t i v e  has  t h e  

meaning "on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f " .

/ s k a h n e h t a t i /  "On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  p i n e  t r e e s  *

( - S - )  i t e r a t i v e

{ -k a -}  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  " i t "  ( n e u t e r  z o i c )

{ - h n e h t - }  " p i n e  t r e e "

/ a /  s tem  j o i n e r ,  e p e n t h e t i c  

{ - t i - }  s tem " t o  be l o c a t e d "

The i t e r a t i v e  a l s o  a p p e a r s  i n  some words t o  mean 

" t h e  one c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y " .

/ s k a h n y o h s a 9/  "moose" ( i . e .  t h e  one c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a n o s e )  

( - s - }  i t e r a t i v e

{ - k a - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n e u t e r  z o i c  " i t "

{ - h n y o h s a ’ - J  " n o s e "

The c i s l o c a t i v e  £— t —} h a s  a s  one o f  i t s  m eanings ,  

d i r e c t i o n  tow ard  t h e  s p e a k e r .

/ t ' S t a h a y a h y a h k e V  "He came a c r o s s  i t "  ( i . e .  toward  me)
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( - t - J  d u a l i c  ( r e q u i r e d  by  t h e  s tem  ( -y a h y ah k -}

/ o /  empty morph

£ — t —} c i s l o c a t i v e ;  m o t io n  to w ard s  me 

( - a - )  p a s t  t e n s e

( - h a - )  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l i n e  "he"

( -y a h y a h k - }  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r "  

jVe/ e p e n t h e t i c

£ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  ( r e q u i r e d  by p a s t  t e n s e )

The c i s l o c a t i v e  i s  used t o  d e n o t e  t h e  s u p e r l a t i v e  

i n  v e r b s  o f  q u a l i t y .

/ t k a k h w a k s ? /  The w o r s t  food  

£ — t — 3 c i s l o c a t i v e

( - k a - 3  t h r i d  p e r s o n  S i n g u l a r  R e u t e r  z o i c  ( i t )

(-khw-} " fo o d "

( - a k a ? - }  " t o  be bad"

Compare t h e  ab o v e  w i th  / k a k h w a k s ? /  "bad food"

4 . 4  C h a r t  T h re e  shows th e  segmented  p r e - p r o n o m i n a l  p r e f i x e s .

They have  b e e n  segmented  from t h e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  p a ra d ig m s  which 

f o l l o w .  The exam ples  o c c u r  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on 

C h a r t  T h r e e .

/ e h £ * k ? V  " I  w i l l  s e e  him"

£ - e -}  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

( - h i - }  I  a c t  on him 

t - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

( - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w a h l * k e ’ /  " I  saw him"

( —w—} p a s t  t e n s e
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/ - a * - /  empty morph 

C—h i —} I  a c t  on him 

{Ke-} " t o  s e e "

I - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ a h £ * k e ’ /  " l e t  me s e e  him"

{ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  t e n s e  

( - h i - J  I  a c t  on him 

{ - k e - 3  " t o  s e e "

{ - ’ -}  p u n c t a a l  a p p e c t  

/ s h l *  k e s /  " I  s e e  him a g a i n "

{ - s - }  i t e r a t i v e  

{ - h i - J  I  a c t  on him 

{ - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

{ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ e s h £ ‘ k e ’ /  I  w i l l  s e e  him a g a i n  

{ - ? - }  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

{ - s - }  i t e r a t i v e  

{ - h i - }  I  a c t  on him 

i —k'e—} " t o  s e e "

{ - 9. }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ s a . i l *  k£9/  " I  saw him a g a i n "

{ - s - }  i t e r a t i v e  

{ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

{ - h i - }  I  a c t  on him 

{ - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

{ - * - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ a o s a h £ k ? 9/  " f o r  me t o  s e e  him a g a i n "
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{ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

/ - ' 5 - /  empty morph 

[ - s - }  i t e r a t i v e  

{ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

( - h i - )  I  a c t  on him 

[ - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

{ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ t h a k h y a *  t o s /  "He w r i t e s  t o  me"

( - t - J  c i s l o c a t i v e  

[ - h a k - }  he  a c t s  on me 

[ - h y a t o - }  " t o  w r i t e "

[ —s —} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ e t h a k h y i k o ’ /  "He w i l l  w r i t e  t o  me" 

te'} f u t u r e  

[ - t - 3  c i s l o c a t i v e  

[ - h a k - J  he a c t s  on me 

{ - h y a t o - }  " t o  w r i t e "

[ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ t a h a k h y a *  t o ’ /  "He w r o te  t o  me"

[ - t - J  c i s l o c a t i v e  

[ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

[ - h a k - }  he  a c t s  on me 

[ - h y a t o - }  " t o  w r i t e "

[ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/a o ta h a k h y a *  t o ’ /  " l e t  him w r i t e  t o  me" 

[ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

/ - * 5 - /  empty
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( - t - J  c i s l o c a t i v e  

{ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

£ -h a k -}  he  a c t s  on me 

( - h y a t o - } " t o  w r i t e "

( - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  

/ t e h a y a h y a ’ k s /  "He c r o s s e s  o v e r  i t "

( - t e - }  d u a l i c  

( - h a - }  "he"

( - y a h y a ’ k-}  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"  (h a s  s h a p e  / - y a h y a h k - /

when i t  i s  f o l l » w e d  by a n o t h e r  s y l l a b l e )  

( —s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ t e h a y a h y a h k e ’ /  He w i l l  c r o s s  o v e r  i t  

( - 1- } d u a l i c  

£ - e - } f u t u r e  

( - h a - J  "he"

( - y a h y a h k - } " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

( - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/w a ’ t h a y a h y a h k e ’ /  He c r o s s e d  o v e r  i t  

( —w—} p a s t  t e n s e  

/ - a 9- /  empty morph 

( —t —} d u a l i c  

( - h a - }  "he"

( - y a h y a h k - }  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r "

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

£ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t



/ t a h a y a h y a h k e ’ /  For  him t o  c r o s s  over  i t  

{ - 1- } d u a l i c  

( - a - )  i n d e f i n i t e  

{ - h a - }  "he"

( -y a h y a h k - }  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r  i t "  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

( - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y e h i*  k“e s /  " I  s e e  him o v e r  t h e r e "

{ - y e - }  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

{ - h i - }  I  a c t  on him 

( - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

(—s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ y e h  feces/  I  w i l l  s e e  him o v e r  t h e r e  

(—y—} t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

( - e - }  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

( - h i - }  I  a c t  on him 

( - k e - } " t o  s e e "

( —s —} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a ik h e *  k e ’ /  I  saw them o v e r  t h e r e  

(—y—} t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

/ - a ’ - /  empty morph 

i - k h e - }  I  a c t  on them 

( - k e - J  " t o  s e e "

£ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/yah l*  ke’ /  "Let  me see him over  t h e r e "

(—y—3̂ t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

( - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e
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C — h 1—} I  a c t  on him 

i - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

{ - 9- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ t e s h a y a h y a 9 k s /  He c r o s s e s  over  i t  a g a i n  

£ — t e —} d u a l i c  

{ - s - 3  i t e r a t i v e  

{ -h a -3  "he"

£ - y a h y a 9k-} " t o  c r o s s  over"

£—s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ t e s h a y a h y a h k e 9/  He w i l l  c r o s s  o v e r  i t  a g a i n  

£— t —} d u a l i c  

{ - ? - }  f u t u r e  

£ - s - }  i t e r a t i v e  

{ - h a - }  "he"

{ -y ah y a h k -}  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

{»9- } p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ t 'S s a h a y a h y a h k e 9/  "he  c r o s s e d  o v e r  i t  a g a i n "  

{— t —} d u a l i c  

/ o /  empty morph 

{-••s-} i t e r a t i v e  

{ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

{ - h a - }  "he"

{ -y ah y ah k -}  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

{ - 9-}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t



/ t a o s a h a y a h y a h k e ’ /  f o r  him t o  c r o s s  

{ - t - 3  d u a l i c  

{ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

/ o /  empty morph 

{ - s - 3  i t e r a t i v e  

£ -a -3  p a s t  t e n s e  

{ - h a - } "he

l -y a h y a h k -}  " t o  c r o s s  over  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

{ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ t e t h a y a h y a k s /  He comes a c r o s s  i t  ( i .  

t - t « 4  d u a l i c  

£ — t —} c i s l o c a t i v e  

{ -h a -3  "he"

{ -y ah y ak -3  " t o  c r o s s  over"  

{ - s - 3  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ t e t h a y a h y a h k e 9/  He w i l l  c r o s s  o v e r  i t  

C - t -3  d u a l i c  

{ - e - 3  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

£ — t — 3 c i s l o c a t i v e  

{ - h a - 3 "he"

{ - y a h y a h k - 3 " t o  c r o s s  over"  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

{ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ t o t a h a y a h y a h k e ’ /  He c r o s s e d  o v e r  i t  (: 

{—t — 3 d u a l i c  

/ & /  empty morph

o v e r  i t  a g a i n

e .  tow ard  me)

( i . e .  toward  me)

. e .  tow ard  me)
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£ - t - }  c i s l o c a t i v e  

{ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

{ -h a -}  "he"

{ -y ah y ah k -}  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

£ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ t a o t a h a y a h y a h k e ’ /  l e t  him c r o s s  o v e r  i t  ( i . e .  toward  me) 

{ - t - }  d u a l i c  

{ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

{ ''- '3 -/ empty 

{ — t —} c i s J . o c a t i v e  

{ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

{ -h a -}  "he"

{ -y ah y ah k -}  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

/ e / e p e n t h e t i c  

{ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y e s h i « k e s /  " I  s e e  him o v e r  t h e r e  a g a i n "

{ -y e -}  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

{— s —} i t e r a t i v e  

{ - h i - }  I  a c t  on him 

{-k§”-}  " t o  s e e "

{—s —} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ y e s h l * k e 9/  " I  w i l l  s e e  him o v e r  t h e r e  a g a i n  

{—y —} t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

£ - e - }  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

{—s—} i t e r a t i v e  

{ - h i - }  I  a c t  on him



/ y o s a h l * k e ’ /  I  saw him o v e r  t h e r e  a g a i n  

l - y - }  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

/ - o - /  empty morph 

£—s —} i t e r a t i v e  

t - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

£—h i —} I  a c t  on him 

£ - k e - J  " t o  s e e "

£ -* -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a ^ s a h £ * k e ’ /  F o r  me t o  s e e  him o v e r  t h e r e  a g a i n  

£ -y -}  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

£—a— 3 i n d e f i n i t e  

l - o - } empty morph 

£ ^ s -}  i t e r a t i v e  

£ - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

£—h i —) I  a c t  on him 

£ -k e -}  " t o  s e e "

p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a ’ t e h a y a h y a ’ k s /  "He goes  a c r o s s  i t "  ( i . e .  away from 

£—y—} t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

/ - a 9- /  empty morph 

t - t e - )  d u a l i c  

£ - h a - ] "h e -

£-yahyaflk-} " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

£ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a ’ t e h a y a h y a ^ k e ’ /  He w i l l  go a c r o s s  i t  (away from me) 

£ -y -}  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

£ -a* -3  empty morph



( - t - )  d u a l i c  

£ - e - )  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

{ - h a - }  "he"

( - y a h y a h k - }  " t o  c r o s s  over  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

£ - 9- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a 9 th a y a h k y a h k e 9/  He w ent  a c r o s s  i t  (away from me) 

( - y - )  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

£ - a 9«)  empty 

£ — t —) d u a l i c  

( - h a - )  "he"

( - y a h y a h k - )  " t o  c r o s s  over"

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

£ - 9- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a 9 t a h a y a h y a h k e 9/  "F o r  him t o  go a c r o s s  i t "

( - y - )  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

( - a 9- )  empty 

£ — t —) d u a l i c  

( - a - )  p a s t  

( - h a - )  "he"

( - y a h y a h k - ) " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

t - 9- )  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a 9 t e s h a y a h y a f t k s /  "He goes  a c r o s s  i t  a g a i n  (away from 

( —y —) t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

( - a 9- )  empty mofcph 

( - t 0 )  d u a l i c
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C—s —) i t e r a t i v e  

1- h a - }  " h e ”

l - y a h y a 9k-} " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"  

t - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a 9 t e s h a y a h y a h k e 9/  "He w i l l  go a c r o s s  i t  a g a i n " ( a w a y  from me) 

t - y - }  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

( - a 9- )  empty morph 

1- t - }  d u a l i c  

1- e - }  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

1- s - }  I t e r a t i v e  

1- h a - }  "he"

1-y ah y a h k -}  t o  go a c r o s s  

/ e / e p e n t h e t i c  

I - 9-}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a 9 tS a a h a y a h y a h k e 9/  "He went a c r o s s  i t  a g a i n "  (Away fpom me) 

l - y - }  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

{ - a 9-} empty morpheme 

£ — t —) d u a l i c  

/ - o - /  empty morpheme 

1- s - /  i t e r a t i v e  

£—a—} p a s t  t e n s e  

1- h a - ) "he"

1-y ah y a h k -}  " t o  c r o s s  otoer"

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

I - 9-}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ y a 9 t a o s a h a y a h y a h k e 9/  " f o r  him t o  go a c r o s s  i t  a g a i n "  

l - y - }  t r a n l o c a t i v e



[ - a ’ - }  empty morph 

1- t - }  d u a l i c  

1- a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

/ - o - /  empty morph 

t — s —) i t e r a t i v e  

£—a—} p a s t  t e n s e  

t-ha*“ l "he"

1- y a h y a h k -}  " j o  c r o s s  over"

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

1- ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n i k h e * k e s /  " I  s e e  them f i v e  t i m e s "  

1- w i s k - }  f i v e  

1- n i - }  p a r t i t i v e  

t - k h e - }  I  a c t  on them 

1- k e - }  " t o  s e e "

1- s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n e k h e * k e ’ /  " I  w i l l  s e e  them f i v e  t im e s "  

I w isk )  f i v e  

1- n - }  p a r t i t i v e  

1- e - }  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

i - k h e - }  " I  a c t  on them"

1- k e - }  " t o  s e e "  .

1- ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n a 9k h e * k e ’ /  " I  saw them f i v e  t i m e s "

Iwisk} f i v e  i

1- n —} p a r t i t i v e  

1- a ’ - }  empty



t - k h e - }  I  a c t  on them

t - k e - }  t o  s e e

t - 9-}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t

/ w i s k  n a k h e k ? 9/  L e t  me s e e  them f i v e  t im es

t - w i s k - }  f i v e

£ -n -}  p a r t i t i v e

£—a —} i n d e f i n i t e

t - k h e - }  I  a c t  on them

t - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

t - 9-}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t

/ w i s k  n i s k h e k e s /  A g a in  I  s e e  them f i v e  t im e s

tw isk}  f i v e

t - n i - }  p a r t i t i v e  
t - s - }  i t e r a t i v e  
t - k h e - }  I  a c t  on them

t - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

t - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

/ w i s k  n e s k h e * k e s /  A g a in  I  w i l l  s e e  them f i v e  t im es

t w i s k )  f i v e

t - n - }  p a r t i t i v e

t - e - } f u t u r e

I—s —} i t e r a t i v e

t - k h e - }  I  a c t  on them

t - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

t - 9-}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t

/ w i s k  n'Ssakhe* k e 9/  A g a in  I  saw them f i v e  t im es

t w i s k )  f i v e

t - n - }  p a r t i t i v e



/ - “S - /  empty morph 

t - s - }  i t e r a t i v e  

t - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

t - k h e - }  I  a c t  on them 

t - k e - }  " t o  s e e "

£ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n a o s a k h e * k e 9/  For  me t o  s e e  them f i v e  t im es  

tw isk}  f i v e  

£n-} p a r t i t i v e  

£ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

£ —o’—} empty morph 

t - s - }  i t e r a t i v e  

t - a - }  p a s t  t e n s e  

£ -k h e -}  I  a c t  on them 

t - k e - } t o  s e e  

£ - ’ -}  punctual a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n i t h a k h y a * t o s /  "He w r i t e s  t o  me f i v e  t im e s"  

tw isk }  f i v e  

£ n i - }  p a r t i t i v e  

£ — t —} c i s l o c a t i v e  

t - h a k - }  he a c t s  on me 

£-hyat*5-} " t o  w r i t e "

£ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n i th a k h y a *  t ‘8 ’ /  He w i l l  w r i t e  t o  me f i v e  t im es  

tw isk}  f i v e  

£n-} p a r t i t i v e  

t - e - }  f u t u r e  t e n s e
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{ - t - }  c i s l o c a t i v e  

{ -h ak -}  he a c t s  on me 

{ - h y a t o - i t o  H e i t e  

{ - 9- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  notahakhya* t o 9/  He w ro te  t o  me f i v e  t im e s  

(w isk}  f i v e  

£r>-} p a r t i t i v e  

( - & - /  empty morph 

{ - t - }  c i s l o c a t i v e  

( - a - )  p a s t  t e n s e  

£ -h a k -}  he  a c t s  on me 

£ - h y a t o - } t o  w r i t e  

£ - 9- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  nao tahakhya*  t o 9/  f o r  him to  w r i t e  t o  me f i v e  t im e s  

{wisk} f i v e  

{n-} p a r t i t i v e  

{ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

{ - & - /  empty morph 

{ - t - }  c i s l o c a t i v e  

{ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

/ w i s k  n a 9 t e h a y a h y a 9k s /  He c r o s s e s  o v e r  i t  f i v e  t im es  

{wisk} f i v e  

{n-} p a r t i t i v e  

/ - a 9- /  empty morph 

{ - t e - } d u a l i c  

{ - h a - }  "he"

{ - y a h y a 9k-}  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r"
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( - s - )  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n a ’ t e h a y a h y a h k e V  He B i l l  c r o s s  o v e r  i t  f i v e  t im es  

[ w isk ]  f i v e  

I n - )  p a r t i t i v e  

( - a ’ "') empty morph 

( -* t - )  d u a l i c  

(- .  e - }  f u t u r e  t e n s e  

( - h a - )  he

( - y a h y a h k - )  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r "

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

( - 9 . )  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n a ’ th a y a h y a h k e ’ /  He c r o s s e d  o v e r  i t  f i v e  t im e s  

( w i s k )  f i v e  

( n - )  p a r t i t i v e  

( - a ’ - )  empty morph 

( —t —) d u a l i c  

( - h a - )  he

( - y a h y a h k - )  " t o  c r o s s  o v e r "

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

( - * - )  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/  w isk  n a 9 tac>hayahyahke*/  f o r  him t o  c r o s s  o v e r  f i v e  t im es  

( w i s k )  f i v e  

(n->) p a r t i t i v e  

/ - a ’ - /  empty morph 

( - t - )  . . d u& l ic

( - a - )  i n d e f i n i t e  

( - » ■ /  empty morph
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{-ha-}  "he"

{-yahyahk-} to  c r o s s  over  

/ e /  epene’n e t i c  

{ - ’ -}  p u n c tu a l  a s p e c t  

/'w_sk nyekhe* k e s /  I  seethfem o v e r  t h e r e  f i v e  t im es  

{wisk} f i v e  

{n-} p a r t i t i v e  

{ -y e -}  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

{ -k h e -}  I  a c t  on them 

{ - k ? - }  t o  s e e

{ - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

/ w i s k  nyekhe* k'e0/  I  w i l l  s e e  him o v e r  t h e r e  f i v e  t im es  

{wisk} f i v e  

i n - }  p a r t i t i v e  

{ -y -}  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

£ -£ -}  f u t u r e  t e n s e
i

{ - k h e - }  I  a c t  on them 

{ -k ? -}  " t o  s e e "

£ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w i s k  n y a ’ khe* ke'9/  I  saw him o v e r  t h e r e  f i v e  t im es  

{wisk} f i v e  

{H-} p a r t i t i v e  

{ -y -}  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

/ - a 9- /  empty morph 

£ - k h e -}  I  a c t  on them 

£ -k § -}  t o  s e e  

{ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t



I
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/ w i s k  n y a k h e * k ? /  f o r  me t o  s e e  him o v e r  t h e r e  f i v e  t im es  

iw isk}  f i v e  

i n - }  p a r t i t i v e  

£ - y a )  t r a n s l o c a t i v e  

i - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

£ -k h e -}  I  a c t  on them 

t - k e - } t o  s e e  

£ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t
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CHART TWO -  PRE-PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

I

n ( i )

t s ( i )

s h ( i )

I I

w

ye

( a * )

I I I

t ( e )

IV

a

e

(*>

V

s

t

VI

a

t e 9-

Vowels which  o c c u r  i n  a n  a l l o m o r p h  a p p e a r  above  i n  

p a r e n t h e s i s ,  a s  do empty morphs.

The morphemes o c c u r i n g  i n  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  a re*  

P o s i t i o n  I

p a r t i t i v e  

c o i n c i d e n t  

c o n t r a s t i v e

U ( O - )
£ t s ( i ) - }  

£ s h ( i ) - }  

P o s i t i o n  I I

£ - w - } 

U ye-}  

P o s i t i o n  I I I

£ - t ( e ) - }  

P o s i t i o n  IV 

U a - } 

U e-}  

P o s i t i o n  V

U s - }  

£ - t - }  

P o s i t i o n  VI

U a - }

p a s t  t e n s e  

t r a n s l o c a t i v e

d u a l i c

i n d e f i n i t e

f u t u r e

i t e r a t i v e

c i s l o c a t i v e

p a s t  t e n s e
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CHART THREE

No t e n s e P u t u r e P a s t I n d e f i n i t e

1 T e n se  a l o n e - e - wa9S a -

2 I t e r a t i v e s - e s - s a - a o s a -

3 C i s l o c t - e t - t a - a o t a

4 D u a l i c t e - t e - wa9 t - t a -

5 T ra n s  l o c . y e - y e - y a 9- y a -

6 Dua. & I t . t e s - t e s - t o s a - ta*Ssa-

7 Dua. & C i s . t e  t - t e t - t o t a - t a ~ t a -

8 T ra n s  & I t y e s - y e s - y*5sa- y a o s a -

9 T ra n s  & Dua. y a 9 t e - ya  9 t e - y a 9t - y a 9 t a -

10 T r ,D u ,  I t y a 9 t e s - y a 9 t e s - y a 9 t o s a - y a 9 ta '5 sa -

11 P a r t i t i v e n l - n e - n a 9- n a -

12 P a r t  & I t n i s - n e s - H osa- na“o s a -

13 B ar t  & Cis n i t - n e t - n 'S ta- n a“o t a -i
14 P a r t  & Du na 9 t e - n a 9 t e - n a 9 t - n a 9 ta'5

15  B a r t  & t r a n s n y e - n y e - n y a 9- n y a -

16 P a r t ,  Du, I t  — P r e f i x  n a 9 t o  Row 6  — — ----------- —

17 P a r t ,  Du, C ls  — P r e f i x  n a 9 t o  Row 7 -----— ------------------ —

18 P a r t ,  T ra n s ,  I t  - P r e f i x  n t o  Row 8 — -------- ---------------------

19 B a r t , T r a n s ,  Du. -  P r e f i x  n t o  Row 9—  -------------------  —

20 B a r t ,  T r a n s ,  Du I t .  P r e f i x  n  t o  Row 10---------- ---

21 C o i n c i d e n t  —  s u b s t i t u t e  s h  f o r  n  Rows 16 -20

22 C o n t r a s t i v e  — s u b s t i t u t e  t h  f o r  n  Rows 16-20

23 Neg. Aux t e 9-
The c o n t r a s t i v e  i s  used i n  p l a c e

24 Neg, I t -  t e 9&-
o f  t h e  { - t e 9-}  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  c a s e s

25 Neg, C l s  t e 9 t -
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PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

5 . 1  The p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  d i v i s i o n  c o n t a i n s  many 

p h o n o l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e s  which f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r  w i t h  t h e  same 

meaning .  L ik e  t h e  p r e - p r o n o m i n a l  p r e f i x e s ,  i t  i s  somewhat d i f ­

f i c u l t  t o  d e c i d e  w h e th e r  t h e s e  s e q u e n c e s  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d

a s  morphemes, s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  much v a r i a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  

s i m i l a r i t y .  R u le s  a r e  needed t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  v a r i o u s  phono­

l o g i c a l  sh ap es  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  s e q u e n c e s .  As 

w i th  t h e  p r e - p r o n o ih in a l  p r e f i x e s ,  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number o f  

r u l e s  outnumbers  t h e  forms p r o d u c e d .  I t  may t h e r e f o r e  be 

p r e f e r a b l e  t o  r e g a r d  any  s e q u e n c e  o f  phonemes b e tw een  t h e  

p r e - p r o n o m i n a l  p r e f i x  d i v i s i o n  ( i f  t h e r e  i s  one; i f  n o t ,  

t h e n  from th e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  word)  t o  t h e  s tem a s  a s i n g l e  

morpheme, which c an  be e t y m o l o g i c a l l y  b r o k e n  i n t o  com ponen ts .  

A l l  t h e  p o s s i b l e  p ro n o m in a l  forms c a n  be  d i s p l a y e d  i n  a c c o r d ­

a n c e  w i th  th e " w o rd -p a ra d ig m "  model ,  and t h e n  a n a l y z e d .

5 .2  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  even  w i t h  t h e  W-P a p p r o a c h  to  

s p e c i f y  two c l a s s e s  o f  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  -  t h o s e  t h a t  

o c cu r  w i t h  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s ,  and t h o s e  t h a t  o c c u r  w i th  

i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s .

The most  o b v io u s  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  t h e  two i s  

t h a t  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  o c c u r i n g  w i th  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  

mark b o t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  and o b l i q u e  ( i . e .  any  n o n - s u b j e c t  

c a t e g o r y ) .  Those p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  o c c u r r i n g  w i th  

i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  mark o n ly  t h e  s u b j e c t .

The s e m a n t i c  f i e l d  f o r  t h e  two c l a s s e s  i s  somewhat 

d i f f e r e n t  ( s e e  C h a r t  F o u r ) .  The p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  o c c u r i n g
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w i t h  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  d i s t i n g u i s h  a i i n g u l a r ,  d u a l  and 

p l u r a l  number and a f i r s t ,  s econd  and  t h i r d  p e r s o n .  The 

f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  and p l u r a l  a r e  marked f o r  i n c l u s i v i t y  and ex­

c l u s i v i t y .  The t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  m a i n t a i n s  a t h r e e  way con­

t r a s t .  A m a s c u l in e  form i s  used  f o r  a l l  males  (m a le  names, 

which a r e  g r a m m a t i c a l l y  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  r e q u i r e  t h e  m a s c u l in e  

form w i th  t h e  v e r b s  t h e y  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f .  E . g .  / s k a n y a t a r £ *  y o /  

"Handsome Lake" i s  a male name and r e q u i r e s  t h e  male p r e f i x  

( - h a - )  ( o r  ( r a - }  i n  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n )  a s  i n  / s k a n y a t a r i *  yo 

r a w l s t o s /  "Handsome Lake i s  c o l d " ) .  The n e u t e r - z o i c  i s  

used f o r  i n a n i m a t e  o b j e c t s ,  a n i m a l s  ( r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s e x ,  

u n l e s s  one w ish es  t o  e m p h a s i s e  t h a t  t h e  a n im a l  was male,  

i n  which c a s e  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  i s  u s e d ) ,  women o f  o n e ' s  own 

a g e  g ro u p ,  and women o f  c h i l d  b e a r i n g  a g e .  The f i n a l  form,  

t h e  f e m a l e - i n d e f i n i t e  i s  u sed  f o r  " l i t t l e  o ld  l a d i e s " ,  young  

g i r l s ,  and o n e ' s  f e m a le  r e l a t i v e s  o f  a s c e n d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s .  I t  

i s  a l s o  used t o  c o n n o t a t e  d a i t i n e s s .  I t  a l s o  f u n c t i o n s  a s  an  

i n d e f i n i t e  f o r  e i t h e r  s e x .

The d u a l  and p l u r a l  t h i r d  p e r s o n  forms d i s t i n g u i s h  

m a s c u l in e  and n o n - m a s c u l i n e  c a t e g o r i e s .

5*3 The t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  d i s t i n g u i s h

a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  s e m a n t i c  f i e l d .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  same 

d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  made f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t s  a s  a r e  f o r  t h e  

o b l i q u e s .

5*^ The s u b j e c t s  r e v e a l  a t h r e e  way d i s t i n c t i o n  i n

number*, s i n g u l a r ,  d u a l  and p lu ra l* ,  and a t h r e e  way d i s t i n c t i o n  

i n  person*, a f i r s t  second  and t h i r d .  The d u a l ,  however ,  l a c k s
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CHART POUR 

SEMANTICS OF THE PRONOMINAL PREFIXES 

T r a n s i t i v e  Verb P ronom ina l  P r e f i x e s

S u b j e c t s  

F i r s t  S i n g u l a r  

Second S i n g u l a r  

T h i r d  S i n g u l a r  M asc u l in e  

T h i r d  S i n g u l a r  N e u t e r - Z o i c  

F i r s t  Dual  I n c l u s i v e  

F i r f c t  Dual E x c l u s i v e  

Second Dual 

F i r s t  P l u r a l  

Second P l u r a l  

T h i r d  P l u r a l  ( a l s o  F - l )

O b j e c t s  

F i r s t  S i n g u l a r  

Second S i n g l u a r  

T h i r d  S i n g u l a r  M ascu l in e  

T h i r d  S i n g u l a r  N e u t e r - Z o i c  

F i r s t  Dual

Second Dual  

F i r s t  P l u r a l  

Second P l u r a l  

T h i r d  P l u r a l *

♦ d i s t i n g u i s h e s  m a s c u l in e  v s .  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  o n ly  w i th

t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  s u b j e c t

NOTE*. Not a l l  c o m b in a t io n s  a r e  p o s s i b l e

I n t r a n s i t i v e  Verb Pronom ina l  P r e f i x e s  

S i n g u l a r  Dual  P l u r a l

We two ( i n c l u s i v e )  We P l u r a l  ( i n c l u s i v e )  

We two ( e x c l u s i v e )  We P l u r a l  ( e x c l u s i v e )
F i r s t
p e r s o n

If T » t

Second

P e r s o n
You ( S i n g . )  You ( d u a l ) You ( p l u r a l )

M a s c u l in e  M a s c u l in e  M a sc u l in e
T h i r d  N e u t e r - Z o i c  N o n -m a sc u l in e  N o n -m a sc u l in e
P e r s o n  F e m . - I n d e f .
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a t h i r d  p e r s o n ,  and when t h e r e  a r e  two a c t o r s ,  t h e y  a r e  

r e g a r d e d  w i th  t h e  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s ,  a s  p l u r a l .  The t h i r d  

p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  a m a s c u l in e  and n e u t e r - z o i c ;  

t h e  f e m i n i n e - i n d e f i n i t e  i s  e x p r e s s e d  a s  a t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l .  

The d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  t h e  i n c l u s i v e  and e x c l u s i v e  f i r s t  

p e r s o n  d u a l  and p l u r a l s  i s  l o s t  i n  a l l  b u t  one case*. "We 

two i n c l u s i v e  a c t  on a n u e t e r - z o i c " ( / - h t s h a k e n i - / )  and "We 

two e x c l u s i v e  a c t  on a n e u t e r  z o i c "  ( / - h s h a k e n i - / ) . (The 

t r a n s l a t i o n  "A cts  on" i s  used a s  a d e v i c e  t o  mark a s u b j e c t  

( i . e .  th e  a c t o r )  and a n o n - s u b j e c t  ( i . e .  t h e  one a c t e d  on ) .

The p h ra se  " a c t s  on" i s  n o t  to  be tak en  l i t e r a l l y ) .

5 - 5  I n  th e  o b l i q u e s  t h r e e  numbers and t h r e e  p e r s o n s  a r e  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d .  L ike  t h e  s u b j e c t  f o rm s ,  a l l  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  

a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l ,  b u t  o n ly  two 

a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  t h e  d u a l .  The i n c l u s i v e - e x c l u s i v e  d i s t i n c ­

t i o n  i s  l o s t  e n t i r e l y .  The t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  e x p r e s s e s  a mas­

c u l i n e  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o n ly  when a c t e d  upon by a 

t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  s u b j e c t .

5 . 6  A f i n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  t h e  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e rb  

p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  and t h o s e  which  o c c u r  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s i t i v e  

v e rb s  i s  r e v e a l e d  when t h e  v e r b s  a r e  i n f l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  

" p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t "  ( s e e  c h a p t e r  s e v e n ) .  I n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  

use  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  w i t h  p e r f e c t i v e  

a s p e c t s  t h a n  a r e  used w i t h  n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s .  No such  

change  o c c u r s  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s .

5 -7  One o t h e r  p o i n t  sh o u ld  be  made h e r e .  The forms o f  

t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  p r e f i x e s  t h a t  o c c u r  w i th  a n e u t e r - z o i c
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o b j e c t  a r e  a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  found w i th  t h e  non-  

p e r f e c t i v e  p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  f o r  t h e  same p e r s o n  ( e . g .

" I "  subjec t* ,  " i t "  o b j e c t  i s  l - k - ) .  " I "  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  an  

i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e rb  i n  a n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t  i s  a l s o  l - k - } ) .

One may a l s o  a n a l y z e  t h e s e  forms a s  n o t  m ark ing  t h e  " i t "  

o b j e c t .

The t r a n s i t i v e  p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  t h a t  o c c u r  w i t h  

a n e u t e r - z o i c  a c t o r ,  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h e  p r o n o m in a l  

p r e f i x e s  t h a t  a r e  used  w i th  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  i n  t h e  p e r f e c t ­

i v e  a s p e c t  ( e . g .  " i t "  s u b j e c t ,  "me" o b j e c t ,  l -w a k -} ;  " I "  a s  

t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a n  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e rb  i n  t h e  p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t  

l -w a k -J  )•

5*8 A l th o u g h  t h e  f o r g o i n g  i n d i c a t e s  a l l  t h e  c r i t i c a l  

d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  i t  i s  n o t  a c l e a r  o r  c o r r e c t  view o f  t h e  

a c t u a l  Mohawk c a t e g o r i e s ,  s i n c e  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  

a r e  a lw ay s  made ( f o r  exam ple ,  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  o b j e c t  i s  d i s ­

t i n g u i s h e d  from a f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  o b j e c t  when a t h i r d  p e r ­

s o n  m a s c u l in e  a c t o r  a c t s  on them, b u t  i s  n o t  made when a 

second  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  a c t s  on th em ) .

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  same Mohawk te rm s  c o v e r  s e v e r a l  

d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  / - k e n i - / ,  f o r  example  i s  used  on 

t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  occas ions* ,  ( a )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  s u b j e c t  

a c t i n g  on a second  p e r s o n  d u a l  o b j e c t ,  (b )  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  

d u a l  s u b j e c t  a c t i n g  on a second  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  o b j e c t ,  ( c )  

f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  s u b j e c t  a c t i n g  on a second  p e r s o n  d u a l  

o b j e c t .  I t  I s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  / - k e n i - /  a s  "a f i r s t  

p e r s o n  a c t s  on a second  p e r s o n  when e i t h e r  o r  b o th  a r e



66

d u a l  and n e i t h e r  i s  p l u r a l .

The f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s  l i s t s  t h e  forms by t h e  

Mohawk component o f  t h e  s u b j e c t - o b l i q u e ,  and t h e n  

a n a l i z e s  them f o r  r e c a r r e n t  s eq u e n c e s  t h a t  may c o n t a i n  

s e m a n t i c  com ponen ts .  L e t t e r s  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  a r e  e p e n t h e t i c .  

5 . 1 0  A s h o r t  example  w i l l  h e l p  c l a r i f y  t h e  an a ly s is* .

l-*2 ko  k ( e ) n i  kwa yakwa

S->S S-»D S-*P P-KS
V->S D-*P P->D
D-»D P->P

T h i s  i s  t o  be  r e a d  a s  "A f i r s t  p e r s o n  a c t i n g  on a 

s e c o n d " .  The f i r s t  form / k o /  o cc u r s  when a s i n g u l a r  a c t s  

on a s ingu la r* ,  t h e  second  form / k ( e ) n i /  ( t h e  / e /  i s  e p e n t h e t i c )  

w i t h  a f i r s t  s i n g u l a r  a c t i n g  on a d u a l  p l u r a l  and a l s o  f o r  a 

d u a l  f i r s t  p e r s o n  a c t i n g  on a second s i n g u l a r  p e r s o n ,  and a l s o  

f o r  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  a c t i n g  on a second  p e r s o n  d u a l .  The 

t h i r d  form / k w a /  i s  used  f o r  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t i n g  

on a p l u r a l  and a l s o  f o r  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  a c t i n g  on a 

second  p e r s o n  p l u r a l . T h e  f i n a l  form / y a k w a /  i s  used  f o r  

a f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  a c t i n g  on a second p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  and 

a l s o  f o r  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  a c t i n g  on a second  p e r s o n  d u a l  

and a l s o  f o r  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  a c t i n g  on a second  p e r s o n  

p l u r a l .

5-11 F o l l o w i n g  th e  a n a l y s i s  i s  a c h a r t  o f  E n g l i s h  p r o ­

nom ina l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  which can  be used to  l o c a t e  t h e  forms 

used f o r  s i m i l a r  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  Mohawk. The re  i s  a l s o  a 

t a b l e  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  l i s t i n g  th e  Mohawk fo rm s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  

t h e  p e r s o n  and numbers i n v o lv e d  i n  t h e  form and p a r e n t h e t i c ­

a l l y  t h e  s e c t i o n  in  t h e  a n a l y s i s  where t h e  form i s  d i s c u s s e d .
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CHART

IS 2S 3SM 3NZ

IS ko h i  k

2S h s e k  t s  hs

3SM hak hya ho ha

3SN wak sa  ho yo

I D ( l )  h t s h a k e n i  t e n i

ID(E) k e n i  h s h a k e n i  y a k e n i

2D h s k e n i  h t s i s e n i  s e n i

I P ( l )  h t s uakwa yakwa

IP (E )  yakwa htskkwa yakwa

2 P hskwa h t s i s e w a  sewa

3 P y“5k yosa  howa kowa

FIVE

ID

h s k e n i

h s h o k e n i

y o k e n i

h s k e n i

hskwa

y o k h i

2D

k e n i

h t s i s e n i

s e n i

k e n i

yakwa

y e t s i

I P  2 P 3 P

kwa khe

hskwa h sh e

hsh“okwa h t s ' i s e n i  hshako

yokwa sewa yako

y e t h i

kwa y a k h i

hskwa y e t s i

y e t h i

yakwa y e t h i

hskwa y e t s i

y o k h i  y e t s i  h o w a t i
(m a sc . )

k o w a t i  
( f e m i n . )
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5*12

1-+2 ko k ( e ) n i kwa yakwa

s-*>s S-*D S-*P P-*S
&+S D->P P->D
D^D P»P

(-kc>-} f i r s t  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a second  s i n g u l a r  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ o /  o b j e c t  f o l l o w s  ( i n  a l l  t h e  l-*2, no m arker  

a p p e a r s  f o r  t h e  second  p e r s o n  

( - k ( e ) n i - )  f i r s t  a c t s  on second  where  e i t h e r  o r  b o th  

a r e  d u a l ,  and n e i t h e r  i s  p l u r a l .

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ n i /  d u a l  ( w i t h  f o l l o w i n g  a - s t e m s  becomes / y / ) .  

( - k w a - )  f i r s t  a c t s  on second  where  o b j e c t  i s  p l u r a l  

and s u b j e c t  i s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  p l u r a l .

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

( -yakw a-}  f i r s t  a c t s  on second  where  s u b j e c t  i s  p l u r a l  

/ y /  e x c l u s i v e  m ark e r .  I t s  u se  h e r e  i s  p r o b a b l y  

t o  i n d i c a t e  a second  p e r s o n  i s  n o t  i n v o l v e d  

i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  5*16 a l s o )

/ a /  s u b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r 8 on 

/ w a /  p l u r a l  m arker

5 -15

2-*l h s e k  h s k ( e ) n l  hskwa

S-S ' S-+D S-*P
D-+S D->p
D->D P-fP

P+S 
P->D
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( - h s e k - J  seco n d  p e r s o n  a c t s  on f i r s t  when b o t h  a r e  

s i n g u l a r .

/ h s /  s econd  p e r s o n  ( / h /  i s  l o s t  i n  a l l  forms

where / s /  o c c u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  vowel  o f  a n o t h e r  

member o f  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  o r  b e f o r e  a n  

e p e n t h e t i c  / e / ) .

/ e /  t h i s  / e /  may be e p e n t h e t i c ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  

i s  no p h o n o l o g i c a l  r u l e  t o  p l a c e  i t  h e r e .  I t  

does  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  o t h e r  / h s k /  s e q u e n c e s  i n  

t h e  p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  ( s e e  ( - h s k ( e ) n i - }  

i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n )

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

( - h s k ( e ) n i - }  Second p e r s o n  a c t s  on a f i r s t  when one o r  

b o t h  i s  d u a l  and n e i t h e r  i s  p l u r a l  

/ h s /  s econd  p e r s o n  ( s e e  a b o v e )

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ n i /  d u a l  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  5 . 1 2 )

( -h s k w a -}  second  p e r s o n  a c t s  on f i r f c t  when a t  l e a s t  one 

i s  p l u r a l  

/ h s /  s econd  p e r s o n  ( s e e  a b o v e )

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

5-14

i-»3M hi^ khe h t s a k ( e ) n l  h s h a k ( e ) n l  h tsakw a  yakf l l  y e t h i

S-*S S->P D(l)-*S D(E)-* S P*S d ( e )-*p  P*P
d ( i )->p

( - h i - )  s i n g u l a r  p e r s o n  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r .  Not  a n a l y z a b l e .

May be  r e l a t e d  t o  ( - h a - J  "he"  and £ i 9i}  " I " .

( - k h e - }  S i n g u l a r  a c t s  on p l u r a l  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n
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/ h e /  t h e y  ( ? )  o c c u r s  a l s o  w i t h  ( - h s h e - )  ( s e e  

s e c t i o n  5*18)

l - h t s h a k (  e ) n i - } d u a l  i n c l u s i v e  (you & i )  a c t s  on

a s i n g u l a r

/ h t s h /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  (has  t h i s  s h a p e  a s  

o b l i q u e  when s u b j e c t  i s  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  

p l u r a l ,  f i r s t  d u a l  i n c l u s i v e  o r  s ec o n d  

d u a l .  I t  a l s o  has  t h i s  s h ap e  a s  s u b j e c t  

when second  d u a l  i s  t h e  o b l i q u e .  A p p ea r s  

a s  / h s h /  when a c t i n g  a s  s u b j e c t  and th e  

o b l i q u e  i s  a f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  o r  p l u r a l  

o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l .  A ppears  a s  / h s h /  

when a f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  e x c l u s i v e  i s  

a c t i n g  upon i t .  A n o h te r  p o s s i b i l i t y  would 

be t o  segment  a s  / h /  " t h i r d  p e r s o n " ,  / t /  

" i n c l u s i v e "  and / s h /  g e n e r a l i z e d  t h i r d  p e r ­

son .

/ a /  s u b j e c t  f o l l o w s

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ n i /  d u a l  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  5*12)

( - h t s h a k w a - }  a p l u r a l  s u b j e c t  a c t s  on a s i n g u l a r  o b j e c t  

/ h t s h /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  ( s e e  above )

/ a /  s u b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

t - y a k h i - }  a d u a l  e x c l u s i v e  s u b j e c t  a c t s  on a p l u r a l  o b j e c t  

/ y /  meaning n o t  c e r t a i n .  May be  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e
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n e u t e r  ( - y o - }  o r  the  f e m i n i n e  i n d e f i n i t e  

( - y e - }  o f  t h e  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e rb  p r e f i x e s .  May 

c a r r y  t h e  meaning  o f  i n d e f i n i t e  t h i r d  p e r s a i  

/ a /  s u b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ h i /  meaning unknown. May r e l a t e  t o  / h e /  " t h i r d  

p l u r a l  o b j e c t  ( s e e  ( - k h e - }  s e c t i o n  5*14)  and 

( - h s h e - )  s e c t i o n  5*18)

( - y e t h i - }  a d u a l  i n c l u s i v e  o f  a p l u r a l  s u b j e c t  a c t s  on 

a p l u r a l  o b j e c t  

/ y e /  May be / y /  p l u  e p e n t h e t i c  / e /  ( s e e  sb o v e )

/ t /  i n c l u s i v e  

/ h i /  s e e  ab o v e

5 -15

3M+1 hak  h s h '5 k ( e ) n l  hsh'Skwa yok y o k h i

S-*S S-+D S*>P P-*S P^D
P*P

( - h a k - }  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ h a /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l i n e  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

( - h s h ,5 k ( e ) n i - } a s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a d u a l

/ h s h /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l i n e  ( s e e  5 .1 4 )

/ o /  o b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

/ n i /  d u a l  ( s e e  5 . 1 2 )

( -y o k - }  a p l u r a l  s u b j e c t  a c t s  on a S i n g u l a r  o b j e c t  

/ y /  meaning u n c l e a r  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  5 . 1 4 )

/*5/ o b j e c t  f o l l o w s
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5-16

1->3N

/ k /  f i B s t  p e r s o n  

[ - y o k h i - }  a p l u r a l  a c t s  on a n o n - s i n g u l a r  o b j e c t  

/ y /  meaning u n c l e a r  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  5* l 2*)

/ o /  o b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ h i /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  o b j e c t  (?  ) s e e  5 .1k

k t ( e ) n l  y a k ( e ) n l  yakwa

S->S D(I)->S D(E)->S P*S

( - k - )  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n ( S e e  5*7)

( - t ( e ) n i - )  i n c l u s i v e  d u a l  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r  n e u t e r  

/ t /  i n c l u s i v e  

/ n i /  d u a l  ( s e e  5 . 1 2 )

( - y a k ( e ) n i - }  f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  e x c l u s i v e  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r  

/ y /  e x c l u s i v e  

/ a /  s u b j e c t  f o l l w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

/ n i /  d u a l

( -yakw a-}  a p l u r a l  s u b j e c t  a c t s  on a n e u t e r  z o i c  

/ y /  e x c l u s i v e  

/ a /  s u b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

T h e se  f o u r  forms o c c u r  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  m arkers  

f o r  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  i n  n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s .
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5-17

3nZ-*l wak y o k ( e ) n l  ySkwa

S-*S S->D S->P

( -w a k - )  a s i n g u l a r  n e u t e r - z o i c  a c t s  on a f i r s t  s i n g u l a r

/w a /  meaning u n c e r t a i n  -  p o s s i b l y  t h i r d  p e r s o n  o b j e c t  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

( - y ‘5 K ( e ) n i - } s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on d u a l

/ y o k /  p o s s i b l y  / y a /  i n d e f i n i t e  p l u s  / w a k /

/ n i /  d u a l

( -y o k w a-)  a n e u t e r  z o i c  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a f i r s t  p l u r a l  

/ y o k /  se e  above  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

5.18

2-»3M t £  h t s h l s ( e ) n l  h t s h l s  (e)wa h sh e  y e t s l  

(— t s —} s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ t s /  u n s e g m e n ta b le .  B ea rs  r e l a t i o n  t o  / ( h ) s /  "you" 

( - h t s h i s ( e ) n i - } a d u a l  a c t s  on a s i n g u l a r  ( s e e  5 *1 9 )

/ h t s h /  s e e  5 -1 4

/ i s /  second  p e r s o n  w i t h  d u a l  o r  p l u r a l  s u b j e c t  

o r  o b j e c t  o r  s i n g u l a r  i s  second  i s  o b j e c t .

/ n i /  d u a l

( - h t B h i s ( e ) w a - } a p l u r a l  a c t s  on a s i n g u l a r  ( s e e  5 . 1 9 )

/  h t s h - /  s e e  5 .1 4  

/ i s /  s e e  above  

/ w a /  p l u r a l  

(4,h s h e -}  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on p l u r a l  

/ h s /  seco n d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r



5 .1 9

3M->2

5 -0 0

2->3N

/ h e /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  ( ? )  ( s e e  5 .1 8 , 5 *1 9 ) 

( - y e t s i - }  a n o n - s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a p l u r a l  ( s e e  5*19) 

/ y e /  u n c l e a r  s e e  5*1^

/ t s /  a second  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a t h i r d  

p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  

/ l /  unknown

hya y'Ssa h t s h l s ( e ) n l  h t s h l s ( e )  wa y e t s i

S->S P-»S S->D S-*P P-»D
P->S

( - h y a - }  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ h y a /  u n s e g m e n ta b le ,  / h /  c o u l d  be t h i r d  p e r s o n  

l e a v i n g  / y a /  unknown 

t - y o s a - }  p l u r a l  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ y /  r e l a t e d  t o  i n d e f i n i t e  ( s e e  5*14)

/ o /  o b j e c t  f o l l w s

/ s a /  o b j e c t  form os second  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  

( - h t s h i s ( e ) n i - } a s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on d u a l  ( s e e  5 *1 8 )

( - h t s h i s ( e ) w a - } a s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a p l u r a l  ( s e e  5 . 1 8 )

( - y e t s i - }  a p l u r a l  a c t s  on a n o n - s i n g u l a r  ( s e e  5 .1 8 )

hs s ( e ) n i  s (e )w a

S->S . En-S P->S

- h s - }  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ h s /  s econd  p e r s o n  ( s e e  5*7)

- s ( e ) n i - } a duJkl s u b j e c t  a c t s  on a s i n g u l a r

/ s /  second  p e r s o n  

/ n i /  d u a l  s e e  (5*12
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l - s ( e ) w a - )  a p l u r a l  s u b j e c t  a c t s  on a s i n g u l a r  o b j e c t  

/ a /  second  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

T h e se  a r e  t h e  same forms t h a t  o c c u r  w i t h  t h e  

i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  i n  n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s  fofc t h e  second  

p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r ,  d u a l  and p l u r a l  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

5-21

3N-»2 sa s ( e ) n l  s (e )w a
S-»D S-*P

( - s a - }  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ s a /  s e c o n d  p e r s o n  o b j e c t

( - s ( e ) n i - }  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on d u a l  ( s e e  5*20)

( - s ( e ) w a - }  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on p l u r a l  ( s e e  5*20)

5-22

3M->3M ho h shako  h'Swa h S w a t i
5^S   TTS" {'Masculine)

£-ho -}  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r  ( s e e  5 *2 3 )

/ h o /  u n s e g m e n ta b le

{ -h s h a k o -}  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on a p l u r a l

/ h s h /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  ( s e e  5 .1 4 )

/ a k o /  unknown. T h i s  s e q u e n c e  a l s o  o c c u r s  i n

/ y a k o /  3NS-+3P, where o t  p re su m a b ly  r e l a t e s

t o  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  o b j e c t .

(-h'Swa-} p l u r a l  a c t s  on a s i n g u l a r  o b j e c t

/ h /  t h i r d  p e r s o n .  P ro b a b ly  o r i g i n a l l y  / h a w a /

which would y i e l d  / h o /  s i n c e  / a w a /  -* / & /

i n  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  d i v i s i o n .  L a t e r

a second  p l u r a l  / w a /  may have  b e e n  added  a g a i n .
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5 -2 3

3N-»-3M

5 . 2 4

3M*3N

(

The f u l l  u n d e r l y i n g  form would t h e n  be 

/ h awawa /  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  phonemes becoming 

/ 3 /  b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a l  / w a /  i s  a d d e d .

( - h o w a t i - J  a p l u r a l  a c t s  on a m a s c u l in e  p l u r a l  

/ h o w a /  s e e  above  

/ t i /  p l u r a l  m ark e r  o f  o b j e c t

ho y ak o
.5?

y ak o  
5̂ 7 ”

( - h o - )  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r  

/ h o /  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  5 *2 2 )

[ -y a k o -}  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on p l u r a l  

/ y /  i n d e f i n i t e  ( ? )  s e e  5 .1 4  

/ a k o /  u n c l e a r  s e e  5 . 2 2

ha k*5wa kffwatl
( n o n - m a s c u l i n e )

- h a 4  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ h a /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  (same shape  o c c u r s  f o r  t h i r d  

p e r s o n  m a s c u l i n e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  f o r  

i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  i n  n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s .  

See 5 -3 0 )

-kow a-}  p l u r a l  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ k o /  from u n d e r l y i n g  / k /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n e u t e r  z o i c  

w i t h  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  i r  n o n - p e r j f e s c t i v e  

a s p e c t ,  p l u s  / a /  i n d e f i n i t e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  i n  

i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  p l u s  / w a /  

which may be  e i t h e r  a p l u r a l  o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n
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5.25

3N-- 3N

m a r k e r .  The r e s u l t i n g  s e q u e n c e  / k a w a /  > ’ k'S/.  

See  a l s o  5*22 and 5*30 

/ w a /  p l u r a l  ( p o s s i b l y  r e d u n d a n t )  s e e  above  

C - k o w a t i - )  p l u r a l  s u b j e c t  a c t s  on p l u r a l  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  

o b j e c t .

/ k o w a /  s e e  above  

/ t i /  p l u r a l  o f  o b j e c t

( - y o - )  s i n g u l a r  a c t s  on s i n g u l a r

/ y o /  n o t  segm en tab le .  ( s e e  5 1 ^)

5*26 The i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r t  p ronom inal  p r e f i x e s  o c cu r in g  w ith  

n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s  have th e  fo l lo w in g  shapes*.

3M

3NZ

S i n g u l a r

k

hs

ha

ka

Dual

t e n i  ( i n c l )  

y a k e n i  ( e x c l )  

s e n i  

h n i

P l u r a l  

tewa ( i n c l )  

yakwa ( e x c l )  

sewa 

h a t i

hya ( w i t h  a - s t e m )  h o ( w i t h  a - s t e m )

( w i t h  a - s t e r n s )  wa

k e n i

ky

k o t i

ko

3 F I ye ( b e f o r e  C and

/ i /  which drops)  

yak (b e fo re  / e / , / o / ,  

/ e /  and / 3 / )  

y 5  (from ya4 w b efo re  

/ a /  -> yo)



78

MOHAWK

- h a -

- h a k -

- h i -

-h o -

-howa-

-howa t i -

- h s -

- h s e k -

- h s h a k e n i

- h s h a k o -

- h s h e -

- h s h o k e n i -

-hshokw a-

- h s k e n i -

-h sk w a-

- h t s h a k w a -

- h t s h i s e n i

- h y a -

- k -

-  k e n i -

- k h e -

- k o -

-kowa-

- k o W a t i -

-kwa-

CHART SIX

PRONOMINAL PREFIXES* TRANSLATIONS AND RELEVENT SECTIONS 

3SM-»>3SN (5*24)

3SM*IS (5-15)

1S->3MS (5 -14 )

3SM^3SM; 3SN->3SM (5*22;  5*23)

3P>3S$5 ( 5 - 2 2 )

3 P*3PM ( 5 - 2 2 )

2S->3SN (5*20)

2 S->iS ( 5 . 1 3 )

ID(E) -*> 3SM ( 5 - 1 4 )

3 SM^3 P ( 5 . 2 2 )

2S->3P (5-18)

3SM-KED ( 5 - 1 3 )

3SM->IP ( 5 . 1 5 )

2 S-»1D; 2 D^lfi;  2D-*1D ( 5 . I 3 )

2S-»1 P; 2D->1P; 2P*1S; 2 P*1D; 2PKLP ( 5 . 1 3  )

1P»3MS ( 5 . 1 4 )

3SM^2D (5.19)*, 2I»3SM ( 5 . 1 8 )

3SM+2S ( 5 . 1 9 )

1S->3SN ( 5 . 1 6 )

1S->3D*, 1D+2SJ 1D->2D ( 5 - 1 2 )

1S^3 P ( 5 - 1 4 )

1S-*2S ( 5 . 1 2 )

3P^3SN ( 5 - 2 4 )

3P*3SN ( 5 - 2 4 )

1S .2P ;  1D->2P ( 5 . 1 2 )
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CHART SIX (CONTINUED)

- s a -  3SN-»2 S ( 5 .2 1 )

- s e n i -  3SN-»2D ( 5 . 2 1 )5  2 D-»3SN ( 5 - 2 0 )

- s e w a -  3P^3SN ( 5 . 2 0 )5  3SN-»2P ( 5 - 2 l )

- t e n i -  1D ( I )  -*■ 3SN (5*16)

- t s -  2 S->3SM ( 5 . I 8 )

-w ak-  3SN-»1S ( 5 . 1 7 )

- y a k e n i -  1D(E)->3SN ( 5 . 1 6 )

- y a k h i -  1D(E) •* 3 P ( 5 -1 4 )

- y a k o -  3SN->3 P ( 5 . 2 3 )

-yakw a-  1P*2S«, IP+2 D5 1P*2P ( 5 . 1 2 ) ;  1P+3NS ( 5 . 1 6 )

• y e t h l -  2D^3P; 2P*3P ( 5 . 18)5  3*^2D-, 3P*2P ( 5 . 1 9 )

- y o -  3SN-»3SN ( 5 .2 5 )

- y o k -  3 P>is  ( 5 . 1 5 )

- y o k e n i -  3SN->1D ( 5 . 1 7 )

- y o k h i -  3 11*ID; 3P*1P ( 5 . 1 5 )

-yokw a-  3SN->1P ( 5 . 1 7 )

- y o s a -  3 P -* 2 S ( 5 . 1 9 )



CHART SEVEN

P e r s o n  N o n - " a - s t e m s "  { - w i s t o - }  " a - s t e m  { - a t k a t h o -  

1S k ( e )  w I s t o s  k a t k a t h o s

1 D ( I )  t ( e ) n i  w i s t o s  t y  a t k a t h o s

1D(E) y a k ( e ) n i  w i s t o s  yak y  a t k a t h o s

l P ( l )  t ( e ) w a  w i s t o s  t ( e ) w a  a t k a t h o s

2 S h s ( e )  w i s t o s  (#hs-*#s) hs  a t k a t h o s

2D s ( e ) n i  w i s t o s  t s  a t k a t h o s

2 P s (e )w a  w i s t o s  s ( e ) w a  a t k a t h o s

3SM ha w i s t o s  (#hV-»#rV) ha a t k a t h o s

3SN-Z ka w i s t o s  wa atkatohos

3 F - I  ye  w i s t o s  y t J tk a th o s

3BM h n i  w i s t o s  (#hC-*#C) y  a t k a t h o s

3DMN* k ( e ) n l  w i s t o s  ky a t k a t h o s

3PM h a t i  w i s t o s  (#hV-»#rV) h o t k a t h o s  hV->#rV)

3 HJM* k o t i  w i s to s  k 'o tkathos

* NM s t a n d s  f o r  "non-m ascu l ine"

Both ve rb s  have a s e r i a l  a s p e c t  l - s - }  which a p p ea r  i n  a l l  

the  above forms.

For  f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  see  s e c t i o n  3 . 2 6
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The f o r a s  i n  5 . 2 6  a r e  shown i n  C h a r t  Seven w i t h  t h e  

v e rb  s tem s  l - w i s t o - }  " t o  be c o l d "  and (-a tka tho**} " t o  s e e " .

Both  v e r b s  have  th e  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  C—s — J .

I n  t h e  C h a r t ,  " e " s  which  a p p e a r  p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y  

a r e  e p e t h e t i c .  S in c e  t h e  r u l e s  ViV2  *♦ Vg even  when t h e  two

vowels  a r e  t h e  same, t h e  t e r m i n a l  / a /  o f  t h e  forms shown i n

5 . 2 6  w i l l  be l o s t  b e f o r e  t h e  i n i t i a l  / a /  o f  t h e  a - s t e m  v e rb  

( - a t k a t h o - }  " t o  s e e " .

A s p a ce  has  been  l e f t  b e tw ee n  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  

and t h e  s tem ,  i n  C h a r t  Seven ,  when t h e r e  i s  no f u s i o n  a c r o s s  

t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  -  s tem b o u n d ry .

The a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  o f  C h a r t  

Seven  i s  a s  follows*.

5 .2 7  F i r s t  p e r s o n  forms

[ - k - }  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

( - t ( e ) n i - )  f i r s t  p en so n  d u a l  i n c l u s i v e  

/ t /  i n c l u s i v e

/ n i /  d u a l  (becomes / y /  b e f o r e  a - s t e m s )  

( - y a k ( e ) n i - )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  e x c l u s i v e  

/ y /  e x c l u s i v e  

/ a /  s u b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ n i /  d u a l  (becomes / y /  b e f o r e  a - s t e m s  

( - t ( e ) w a - )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  i n c l u s i v e  

/ t /  i n c l u s i v e  

/ w a /  p l u r a l
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[ -y ak w a- ) f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  e x c l u s i v e  

/ y /  e x c l u s i v e  

/ a /  s u b j e c t  fo l lw s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e rso n  

/w a /  p l u r a l

5 . 2 8  Second p e rso n  forms

( - hs—} second p e rs o n  s i n g u l a r

/ h s /  second p e rso n  s i n g u l a r  

( - s ( e ) n i - )  second p e rs o n  dual  w i th  nnn a-s tem s  

/ s /  second p e rson

/ n i /  d u a l  (becomes / y /  b e f o r e  a - s t e m s )

[ - t s - )  second  p e r s o n  d u a l  w i th  a - s t e m s

/ t s /  d e r i v e d  from p r o t o  * / s y / - * * / t s y / - » / t s /

See s e c t i o n  1 . 9  

( - s ( e ) w a - )  s econd  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  

/ s /  seco n d  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

5 .2 9  T h i r d  p e r s o n  forms

[ - h a - )  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  s i n g u l a r  

/ h /  m a sc u l in e

/ a /  t h i r d  s i n g u l a r  ( s e e  5 . 3 0 )

( - k a - )  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  n e u t e r - z o i c  (non a - s t e m s )  

/ k /  n e u t e r  z o i c  o r  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  

/ a /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  ( s e e  5 . 3 0 )

{-wa-} t h i r d  p e r s o n  n e u t e r  z o i c  ( a - s t e m  fo rm )

/ w /  n e u t e r  z o i c  Or n o n - m a s c u l i n e  

/ a /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  ( s e e  5 . 3 0 )
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( - y e - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  f e m in i n e  i d e f i n i t e

/ y e /  t h i r d  f e m in i n e  i n d e f i n i t e  ( 5 *2 6 ) 

w i t h  a - s t e m s  / y a w /  ■* / y 3 /

( - k ( e ) n i - )  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  d u a l  (non  a«-stems) 

/ k /  t h i r d  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  o r  n e u t e r  z o i c  

/ n i /  d u a l  (becomes / y /  b e f o r e  a - s t e m s )

( — ky .—} t h i r d  p e r s o n  d u a l  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  ( a - s t e m  fo rm )

/ k /  3rd  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  o r  n e u t e r  z o i c  

/ y /  d u a l  ( b e f o r e  / a /  -  e l s e w h e r e  i s  / n i / )

( - h n i - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n ,  d u a l  m a s c u l i n e  ( n o n - a - s t e m )

/ h /  m a s c u l in e

/ n i /  d u a l  (becomes / y /  b e f o r e  / a / )

C-hy-)  t h i r d  p e r s o n  d u a l  m a s c u l i n e  w i t h  a - s t e m s  

/ h /  m a s c u l in e  

/ y /  d u a l  w i t h  a - s t e m s  

(-hc5-} t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  p l u r a l  ( w i t h  a - s t e m s )

/ h /  m a s c u l in e

/ 3 /  d e r i v e d  from u n d e r l y i n g  / a /  i n d e f i n i t e  p l u s  

/ w a /  p l u r a l ,  / h a w a /  -*• / b # /  ( s e e  3 . 3 , 3 . 4  &3 »5 ) 

( - h a t i - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  m a s c u l i n e  (non a - s t e m )

/ h /  t h i r d  m a s c u l i n e  

/ a /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

/ t i /  p l u r a l  ( s e e  5 . 3 0 )

C-k'S-} t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  ( a - s t e m  fo rm )

/ k /  t h i r d  n e u t e r  z o i c  o r  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  

/ & /  d e r i v e d  from / a /  p l u s  / w a /  s e e  a b o v e )
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t - k ' S t i - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  p l u r a l  (non  a - s t e m s )  

/ k /  t h i r d  n e u t e r  z o i c  o r  non m a s c u l in e  

/ a /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

/ t i /  p l u r a l  ( s e e  (-kc^-} and ( - h a t i - )  above 

and a l s o  s e c t i o n  5 *3 0 )

5 . 3 0  The m a jo r  c o m p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s

which  o c c u r  w i t h  t h e  n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  forms o f  t h e  i n t r a n s i t i v e  

v e r b s  a r i s e s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  fo rm s .

The s i n g u l a r  fo rm s  / k a / , / h a /  and / w a /  c a n  be segmented  

a f t e r  com par ing  them t o  t h e  d u a l  forms / k ( e ) n i /  and  / h n i / .

Such s e g m e n t a t i o n  a l l o w s  one t o  a s s i g n  t h e  meaning o f * n e u t e r -  

z o i c  o r  n o n - m a s c u l i n e * t o  / k /  and / w /  ( / k /  o c c u r s  w i t h  n o n - a -  

s terns,  w h i l e  / w /  o c c u r s  w i t h  a - s  terns ) • ' m ascu l ine*  t o  / h / ;

' t h i r d  s i n g u l a r * t o  / a /  a n d ' d u a l ' t o  / n i / .

Such a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  whould l e a d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a t i n g  

o f  t h e  p l u r a l  fo rm s  a s  * / h w a /  ( / h /  ' m a s c u l i n e '  and / w a /  ' p l u r a l ' )  

and * / k w a /  ( / k / * n e u t e r - z o i c  o r  non m a sc u l in e*  and / w a /  ' p l u r a l ' )  

Theee forms do n o t  o c c u r .  Only i f  t h e  / a /  ( t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g *  

u i a r )  i s  r e t a i n e d  c a n  t h e  s e q u e n c e s  / h a w a /  a n d / k a w a /  be 

o b t a i n e d  which a r e  needed t o  f o r  / h 5 /  and  /kc?/  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

P resum ab ly  t h e  p l u r a l  m a rk e r  / t i /  was added  l a t e r  t o  t h e  a l ­

r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  form / k 3 /  ( i . e .  /k aw a)  somewhat r e d u n d a n t l y  

and t o  th e  form / h a /  (and n o t  / h 3 / )  t h e r e b y  p r o d u c i n g  / h a t i /  

r a t h e r  th a n  / h c J t i / .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  f rom  t h e  p o i n t  o f  view o f  a n  o r d e r l y  

a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  / a / ' s i n g u l a r *  f u s e d  w i th  thw p e r s o n  m arke rs
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/ k /  and / h /  o n ly  i n  t h e  p l u r a l  and n o t  i n  t h e  d u a l .

5 . 3 1  P e r f e c t i v e  v e r b  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  c a n  be t r a n s ­

l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  n o t  o n ly  a s  p e r f e c t i v e s ,  b u t  f r e q u e n t l y  

a s  a d j e c t i v e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  o f  t h e  v e r b  " t o  b e " .

F o r  exam ple ,  t h e  v e r b  s tem  { - a t i w - }  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  " t o  l o s e  

w e i g h t "  i n  t h e  n o n - p e r f e c t i v e  fo rm s ,  and a s  " t o  be s k in n y "

i n  th e  p e r f e c t i v e  forms,  / k a * t i w e 9/  " I  am l o s i n g  weight"  

and /wakat l*  we/  " I ’ m sk in n y " .

5 .32 The p h o n o lo g ic a l  shape of che pronominal  p r e f i x e s  

v a r i e s .  The v a r i a t i o n  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  by th e  i n i t i a l  vowel in  

the  stem p o s i t i o n .  One s e t  of forms i s  used f o r  a - s t e m s ,

th e  o t h e r  s e t  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  s t e m s .  Most o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i s  

b a sed  on s t r i c t  p h o n o l o g i c a l  r u l e s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d u a l  

m arker  has  t h e  shape  / y /  b e f o r e  / a /  and / n i /  e l s e w h e r e .  T h e re  

i s  one d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  t h e  a - s t e m  p r e f i x e s  and t h e  n o n - a -  

s tem  p r e f i x e s  t h a t  c a n  n o t  be a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by  t h e  above  s t a t e ­

m e n ts .  The t h i r d  p e r s o n  d u a l  an d  p l u r a l  forms f o r  th e  

m a s c u l in e  a r e  / h o n /  f o r  a - s t e m  v e r b s  and / h o t i /  f o r  non 

a - s t e m  v e r b s .  The n o n - m a s c u l i n e  form o f  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

d u a l  and p l u r a l  i s  / y o n /  f o r  t h e  a - s t e m s  v e r b s  a n d ' / y o t i /  

w i th  a l l  o t h e r s .

The f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s e g m e n t a t i o n  

which  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  t h a t  o c c u r  w i th  

t h e  p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s .

5 .3 3  F i r s t  p e r s o n  forms

{-wak-} f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r

/ w a k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r ,  / k /  i s  p r o b a b l y  

from t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  / k / .  The / w a /  may 

be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  / w a / .  See
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a l s o  s e c t i o n  5*17)

( - y f t k ( e ) n i - } f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  ( w i t h  n o n - a - s t e m s )

/ y /  e x c l u s i v e  

/ Z /  o b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ n i /  d u a l  ( w i t h  a - s t e m s  becomes / y / )  

t -y3k .y-}  f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  ( w i t h  a - s t e m s )

/ y /  e x c l u s i v e  

/ Z /  o b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n

/ y /  d u a l  w i t h  a - s t e m s  ( e l s e w h e r e  / n i / )  

( -yokwa-3  f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  

/ y /  e x c l u s i v e  

/ Z /  o b j e c t  f o l l o w s  

/ k /  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

5 . 3 4  Second p e r s o n  forms

( - s a - )  second  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  ( w i t h  n n n - a - s t e m s )

/ s a /  p o s s i b l y  from / s /  second  p e r s o n  / a /  s u b j e c t  

f o l l o w s

l - s ( e ) n i - )  second  p e r s o n  d u a l  w i th  n o n - a - s t e m s  

/ s /  second  p e r s o n  

/ n i , /  d u a l  (becomes / y /  b e f o r e  / a / )

L t s —} second  p e r s o n  d u a l  w i t h  a - s t e m s

/ t s /  f rom / s /* s -e c o n d  pe rson*  and  / y /  d u a l  w i th  

a - s t e m s .  H i s t o r i c a l l y  * / s y / - » * / t s y / - * / t s /
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( - s ( e ) w a - }  second  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  

/ s /  s econd  p e r s o n  

/ w a /  p l u r a l

5 . 3 5  T h i r d  p e r s o n  forms

[ - h o - J  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  s i n g u l a r  

/ h /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  

/ o /  o b j e c t  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

[ - y o - }  t h i r d  pefion n e u t e r  z o i c  o r  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  

/ y /  n e u t e r  z o i c

/ o /  o b j e c t  m arker  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

[ - y a k o - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  f e m i n i n e - i n d e f i n i t e  

/ y a k /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  f e m in in e  i n d e f i n i t e

p o s s i b l y  / y /  i s  f e m in i n e  i n d e f i n i t e  

( s e e  5 »2 9 ) / a k /  i s  unknown 

/ o /  o b j e c t  m arker  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

t - h o t i - J  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  p l u r a l  ( n o n - a - s t e m )  

/ h /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  

/ o /  o b j e c t  m arker  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

/ t i /  p l u r a l  f o r  o b j e c t  

l - h o n - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  p l u r a l  ( w i t h  a - s t e m s )  

/ h /  m a s c u l i n e

/ o /  o b j e c t  m arker  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

/ n /  p o s s i b l e  p l u r a l  m ark e r  f o r  t h r i d  p e r s o n w l t h  

a -  s tem s

C - y o t i - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  non m a s c u l i n e  w i t h  non-  

a - s t e m s

/ y /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  o r  n e u t e r  z o i c  

/ o /  o b j e c t  m arker  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

/ t i /  p l u r a l
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( - y o n - )  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r l a  non m a s c u l i n e  w i t h  a a s t e m s  

/ y /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  o r  n e u t e r - z o i c  

/ o /  t h i r d  p e r s o n  o b j e c t  

/ n /  p l u r a l  m ark e r  w i t h  a - s t e m s



CHART EIGHT

CATEGORIES EXHIBITED BY PRONOMINAL PREFIXES IN PERFECTIVE ASPECTS

With Non A-Stems

P ers  on 

1

2

3M

3NZ

3FI

S i n g u l a r

wak

sa

ho

yo

yako

Dual

y o k e n i

s e n i

- h o t i -

- y o t i -

P l u r a l

yokwa

sewa

P erson

1

2
3M

3NZ

3FI

W ith  A-Stems 

S i n g u l a r  

wak 

sa  

ho 

yo

yako

Dual

yoky

t s

■hon-

-yon-

P l u r a l

yokwa

sewa
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THB STEM DIVISION

6 . 1  The s tem  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  Mohawk v e r b .  The

i n i t i a l  phoneme of  t h e  s tem d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  

p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x  morpheme, w h i l e  t h e  c o o t ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h ­

o u t  c a s e  morphemes, m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  c h o i c e

o f  t h e  v a i r a n t  forms o f  t h e  s e r i a l ,  p u n c t u a l  and p e r f e c t i v e  

a s p e c t s .

The s tem  p o s i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  f i v e  m a jo r  s e c t i o n s  ( l )  

t h e  r e f l e x i v e  p o s i t i o n ,  (2 )  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun  p o s i ­

t i o n ,  ( 3 ) t h e  v e rb  p o s i t i o n ,  ( 4 )  t h e  c a s e  p o s i t i o n s  and 

( 5 ) t h e  p u r p o s i v e  p o s i t i o n

6 . 2  The r e f l e x i v e  p o s i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t h r e e  morphemes, 

t h e  s e m i - r e f l e x i v e  o r  m id d le  v o o i c e  { - a t - } ;  t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  

{ -a  t a t - }  and t h e  i n t e n s i f i e r  { - i ’ t a - } ,  which i s  r e g a r d e d  

by most Mohawks a s  s l a n g .

The s e m i - r e f l e x i v e  { - a t - }  a l s o  h a s  t h e  s h ap e  { - a t e - } ,  

which o c c u r s  b e f o r e  some b u t  n o t  a l l  morphemes b e g i n n i n g  

w i t h  / n / .

One o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s e m i - r e f l e x i v e  i s  t o  

a l t e r  t h e  meaning o f  c e r t a i n  v e r b s .

/ w a ’ ko’ k t e ’ /  " I  f i n i s h e d  i t "

{-w-} p a s t  t e n s e  

/ - a 9- /  empth mosph 

k-} f i r s t  p e r s o n  " I "

{ - o k t ? - }  t o  f i n i s h  

{ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t
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/ w a ’ k a t o k t e ’ /  " I  r a n  o u t  o f  i t "

£—w—} p a s t  t e n s e  

/ - a ’ - /  empty morph 

£ -k-}  f i r s t  p e r s o n  " I "

£ - a t - }  s e m i - r e f l e x i v e  o r  m id d le  v o i c e  

( - o ’ k t e - )  t o  f i n i s h  

[ - ’ - )  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w a h a n l  h a ’ /  "He bor row ed  i t "

£-w-J p a s t  

/ - a ’ - /  empty 

l - h a - ) he

£ - n i h a - }  t o  l e n d  ( w i t h o u t  semi r e f l e x i v e )  

t o  borrow ( w i t h  semi r e f l e x i v e  

£ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w a h a t e n l  h a ’ /  "He l e n t  i t "

£-w-} p a s t  t e n s e  

/ - a - /  empty morph 

£ -h a -}  "he"

£ - a t e - }  semi f l e x i v e  o r  m idd le  v o i c e  ( b e f o r e  / n / )  

{ - h i h a - }  t o  bor row  ( w i t h  s e m i - r e f l e c t i v e )  

to  l e n d  ( w i t h o u t  semi r e f l e x i v e )

£ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t

The s e m i - r e f l e x i v e  i s  a l s o  used  to  make a 

t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b  i n t r a n s i t i v e .

/ t h o  waha* y e V H e  s e t  i t  down t h e r e  

£tho} t h e r e  

£—w—) p a s t  t e n s e
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/ - a / /  empty morph

/ - h a - /  "he"

I - y e - }  " t o  s e t  down" 
l - 9- J  p u n c tu a l  a s p e c t

/ t h o  w a h a t y e ’ /He s a t  down t h e r e  ( i . e .  He s e t  h i m s e l f  down t h e r e )

( th o }  t h e r e

( —w—} p a s t  t e n s e

/ - a - /  empty morph

( - h a - )  "he"

( - a t - }  s e m i - r e f l e x i v e

( - y e - }  " t o  s e t  down" 
t - 9-} p u n c tu a l  a s p e c t
A c t i v e  v e r b s  c a n  be r e n d e r e d  p a s s i v e  by u s i n g  th e  

s e m i - r e f l e x i v e .

/ y o n e s t a y e t h o /  She h a s  p l a n t e d  t h e  c o r n .

( - y o - }  She o r  i t  a c t s  on a n o t h e r  ( n e u t e r - z o i c  a c t s  

on n e u t e r - z o i c )

( - n ? s t - }  " c o r n "

/ a /  s tem  j o i n e r  ( b r e a k s  CC b e tw e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun 

an d  f o l l o w i n g  v e r b )

( - y e t h o - J  " t o  p l a n t "  p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t  

/ y o t e r i S s t a y A t h o /  The c o r n  h a s  b e e n  p l a n t e d

( - y o - }  She o r  i t  a c t s  a n o t h e r  ( n e u t e r - z o i *  a c t s  

on a n o t h e r  n e u t e r - z o i c )

( - a t - )  s e m i - r e f l e x i v e  (

/ e /  ep e n th e t ic  

( - n e s t - }  " c o r n "

/ a /  s tem  J o i n e r  ( b r e a k s  CC b e tw e en  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

noun  and f o lo w in g  v e r b  s tem )
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( -yS ' th ‘5-} " t o  p l a n t  p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t  

The r e c i p r o c a l  / - a t a t - /  h a s  s e v e r a l  f u n s t i o n s .  I t  

c a n  be used a s  a t r u e  r e f l e c t i v e  ( a s  opposed t o  middle  

v o i c e ) .

/ w a 9k a t a t k e 9/  " I  saw m y se l f "

(—w—) p a s t  t e n s e  

{ - a ’ - )  empty morph 

t - k - }  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

( - a t a t - )  r e c i p r o c a l  

( - k e - } " t o  s e e "

( - ’- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

The r e c i p r o c a l  i s  a l s o  dised too e x p r e s s  a c t i o n  which 

i s  r e c i p r o c a l  be tw een  t o  s u b j e c t s .

/ w a 9t h y a t a t k ? ' 9/  "Two men saw e a c h  o t h e r "

I—w—} p a s t  t e n s e  

( - a 9- )  empty morph 

( - t - } d u a l i c  

£—h—} m a s c u l in e  

£—y—} d u a l

( - a t a t - 3  f u l l  r e c i p r o c a l  r e f l e x i v e  

(—k©*— } " t o  s e e "  

t - 9- }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t

L a s t l y  t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  i s  used  t o  i n d i c a t e  a f e m in i n e -  

i n d e f i n i t e  s u b j e c t  a c t i n g  on a f e m i n i n e - i n d e f i n i t e  o b l i q u e .  

/ y < 5 t a t k § s /  "One s e e s  h e r "

U y - }  f e m i n i n e - i n d e f i n i t e  a c t s  on a f e m i n i n e - i n d e f ­

i n i t e  (See  s e c t i o n  5 . 2 5 )
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( - a t a t - }  f u l l  r e c i p r o c a l  o r  r e f l e x i v e  

£ -k e -}  " t o  s e e "

( - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The r e f l e x i v e  p o s i t i o n  can  a l s o  be f i l l e d  by 

a n  i n t e n s i f i e r  / - i ’ t a - /  which I s  g e n e r a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  

" r e a l "  o r  " h e l l  o f  a . . . " .  Most s p e a k e r s  c o n s i d e r  I t  t o  be 

l a n g .

/w a k e ’ s e / e h t £• y o /  " I  have  a gojtf  c a r "

( -wak-}  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  ( s e e  5 *3 3 )

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c

/ ’ s e r e h t - }  " c a r "  ( f rom  verb  " t o  d r a g " )

( - i y o - }  " t o  be  g o d "  ( p e r f e c t i v e  o n l y )  

/ w a k i ’ t a ’ s e r e h t l ' y o /  " I  hav e  a  h e l l  o f  a  good c a r "

( -wak-}  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  ( s e e  5 *3 3 )

£ - i ’ t a - }  i n t e n s i f i e r

( - ’ s e r e h t - }  " c a r "  s e e  above

( - i y o - }  " t o  be good" ( p e r f e c t i v e  o n ly )

6 .3  The i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun p o s i t i o n  may be f i l l e d  w i th  

t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  typ es  of noun stems ( l )  noun r o o t s ,

( 2 ) a ve rb  p l u s  a n o m in a l i z e r  and ( 3 ) a n  empty morph.

A noun r o o t  c a n  be used  i n  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun 

p o s i t i o n  by i t s e l f .

/ r a r i S s t a y e t h o s /  "He p l a n t s  c o r n "

( - h a - J  "he"

( - n e s t - }  " c o r n "

/ a /  s tem  j o i n e r .  Used t o  b r e a k  CC b e tw een  i n c o r p o r a t e d
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noun and f o l l o w i n g  v e r b  s tem ,  

i - y e t h o - }  " t o  p l a n t "

( - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

A n o m i n a l i z e d  v e r b  (a  v e r b  s tem  p l u s  n o m l n a l i z e r )  

c a n  a l s o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun p o s i t i o n .  The 

n o m l n a l i z e r  h a s  t h e  shape  / - h s e r - / .  The a l l o m o r p h  

/ - t s e r - /  o c c u r s  a f t e r  v e r b s  e n d i n g  i n  / ’ / •  

/ r a t h y a t o h s e r a h n i n o h e s /  He s e l l s  bo k s .

( - h a - }  "he"

( £ a t - }  r e f l e x i v e

( - h y a t o - }  " t o  w r i t e "  (h e n c e  b o o k s )

( - h s e r - }  n o m l n a l i z e r  

/ a /  s tem j o i n e r  

t - h n i n o h e - }  " t o  s e l l "

£—s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t

Some v e r b s  r e q u i r e  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun  p o s i t i o n  

t o  be f i l l e d  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  I f  no noun  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  t h e n  

a n  empty morph i s  u s e d .

/ y o n a ’ n a * w ? /  I t  i s  wet

I —y o - } i n d e f i n i t e  p ro n o u n

£ - n a 9 - /  empty morph

i -n a w e -}  t o  be wet ( p e r f e c t i b e  o n l y )

/ y a w e t a n a w ? /  Days when t h e  snow m e l t s  

( -y o - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

( - a w e t - }  " t im e  o f  day"

( - a - }  s tem  j o i n e r

( -naw 'e -} t o  be wet  ( p e r f e c t i v e  o n l y )



6 . 4  The verb  p o s i t i o n  i n  fche s tem c a n  be f i l l e d  by 

v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of  v e r b  s te m s .  Seven  t y p e s  have  been 

i s o l a t e d .

Stems may c o n s i s t  of  ( a )  a v e rb  r o o t  a l o n e ,

(b )  a  r e f l e x i v e  p l u s  a v e rb  r o  t ,  ( c )  a noun  and a 

v e rb  r o o t  ( d )  a v e r b  p l u s  a v e r b  ( e )  a v e rb  and a 

d i s t r i b u t i v e  and ( f )  a v e rb  and c a s e .  A f i n a l  s tem t y p e  

c o n s i s t s  o f  a v e rb  p l u s  a p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t  p l u s  

a s u f f i x e d  p r o g r e s s i v e  morpheme ( s e e  C h a p t e r  Seven)  

T h e r e  a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  o f  v e r b s ,  

r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  s te m s  -  t h o s e  t h a t  c a n  o c c u r  w i th  

a s e r i a l ,  a  p u n c t u a l  and a p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t  and t h o s e  

t h a t  c a n  o n ly  o c c u r  w i th  t h e  p e r f e c t i v e .  The a s p e c t s  

a r e  d i s c u s s e d  f u l l y  i n  C h a p te r  Seven .

Those  v e r b s  whibh o c c u r  o n ly  i n  a  p e r f e c t i v e  

a s p e c t  a r e  a d j e c t i v a l  ( i n  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s )

The f o l l o w i n g  examples  Bhow words where fche 

s tem  p o s i t i o n  i s  f i l l e d  by a v e r b  r o o t  a l o n e .

/ r a y ^ t h o s /  "He p l a n t s ”

U h a - }  "he"

( - y e t h e - }  " t o  p l a n t "

(—s —} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ { • k e k s /  " I  e a t "

/ i /  e p e n t h e t i c  vowel f o r  s t r e s s  p l a c e m e n t  

U k - }  " I "

{ - e k - }  " e a t "

(—s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t
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/ r a n ^ s k w a s /  "He s t e a l s "  

jP -h a - ) "he"  

l - n ^ s k w a - J  " t o  s t e a l "  

t - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The v e r b  s tem  t h a t  I s  composed o f  a r e f l e x i v e  p l u s  

a v e rb  s tem  c a n  n o t  s t r u c t u r a l l y  be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  such  un­

l e s s  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun i s  p r e s e n t .  The r e f l e x i v e  p l u s  v e r b  

s tem  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e  t o  be a s tem  o n ly  i f  t h e  r e f l e x i v e  

e l e m e n t  c a n  o c c u r  a f t e r  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun.  Thus t h e  s e ­

quence  o f  p ronoun ,  r e i r e x l v e ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun,  v e rb  r o o t ,  

a s p e c t  would n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s tem  o f  a r e f l e x i v e  p l u s  v e r b  

r o o t  whereas  a s e q u en ce  which had a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun b e f o r e  

t h e  r e f l e x i v e  would .

/ t s ! ’ n i t y o r i h w a t y e r a ’ t ^ /  " t h e  t h i n g  she  d o e s "

[ - n i -  ] p a r t i t i v e  

{ - t - }  c i s l o c a t i v e

(-■yo-} n e u t e r  z o i c  a c t s  on n e u t e r  z o i c  

( - r i h w - J  " t h i n g "

[ - a t - 3  r e f l e x i v e  ( a s  p a r t  o f  s tem )

[ - y e r a ’ t ‘5 - } " t o  do s o m e th in g  ( p e r f e c t i v e ) "

/ t s i ’  n i t y o r i h w a y e r a *  ^ / " T h e  way i n  which sh e  does  a t h i n g "  

( - n i - }  p a r t i t i v e  

( - t - }  c i s l o c a t i v e

( - y o - }  n e u t e r  z o i c  a c t s  on n e u t e r  z o i c  

( - r i h w - }  " t h i n g "

( - y e r a t <5-} p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  " t o  do somethin,-;"

A s tem  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a noun r o o t  p l u s  v e r b  r o o t  can  

be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i f  and o n ly  i f  a n o t h e r  noun i s  i n c o r p -
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o r a t e d .  I f  o n ly  one I n c o r p o r a t e d  noun o c c u r s ,  t h e n  i t  i s  

t a k e n  a s  o ccu p y in g  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  noun p o s i t i o n  and n o t  

a s  b e in g  p a r t  o f  t h e  s tem .

/w a h a k y a 9 t a n < 5 h s ta t e ’ /  "He p r o t e c t s  me"

{-w-} p a s t  t e n s e  

/ a ’ /  empty morph 

{ - h a k - } he a c t s  on me 

t - y a ’ t - }  body 

/ a /  s tem j o i n e r  

{ - n o h s - } house  

{ - t a t - }  t o  p o i n t  o u t  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

{ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

The ab o v e  i s  d e r i v e d  from t h e  form / w a h a n o h s t a t e ’ /

"He p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  h o u s e "  (An i n v i t a t i o n ,  h e n c e " t o  i n v i t e " ) .  

Lounsbury  g i v e s  /w a h a k y a ’ t a r i S h s t a t e V  a s  "He i n v i t e s  me t o  

t a y  a t  h i s  h o u s e " .T h e  s e m a n t i c  s h i f t  may have  o c c u r r e d  as  

a r e s u l t  o f  a g u e s t  b e i n g  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  

h o s t .

Two verb  r o o t s  may occu r  i n  sequence to  produce  a stem, 

/ r a y e t h o k w a s /  "He i s  h a r v e s t i n g "

[ - r a - i  (from { -h a -} ) " h e "

{-ye"tho-} " t o  p l a n t "  

l -kwa-} " to  p i c k  o f f "  

t - s - } s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The d i s t r i b u t i v e  morpheme / - n y - /  c a n  be a f f i x e d
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t o  a s tem  t o  form a new b a s e .  The d i s t r i b u t i v e  has  s e v e r a l  

s h a p e s  / - n y 3 - / ,  / - h s e r o - /  and / - & - / .  These  seem t o  be i n  

f r e e  v a r i a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  may be some m o r p h o l o g i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n i n g  i n  some c a s e s .  When th e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  o c c u r s  

a s  p a r t  of  t h e  v e r b  b a s e ,  i t  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  by th e  a p p e a r a n c e  

o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  i n  a s e c o n d  o c c u r r a n c e  f o l l o w i n g  i t .  I n  

t h o s e  c a s e s  where  two d i s t r i b u t i v e s  o c c u r ,  t h e  seco n d  a lw a y s  

h a s  t h e  form / -ny< 5- / .

/kan*5hs6* t “5 /  Houses s t a n d i n g  

( - k a - J  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  " i t "

( - n 3 h s - )  "h o u se"

( - o t - } " t o  s t a n d i 1 " t o  be e r e c t e d "

{-■<3-} d i s t r i b u t i v e

Compare t h e  above  w i th  / k a r i S h s o t e ’ /  "A house  s t a n d s "  

/k a r i& h sa to n y 's /  "Houses a r e  S t a n d i n g "  ( t h e r e  seems t o  be no 

d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  t h i s  and  t h e  above f o r m ) .

( - k a - )  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x  " i t "

( -n 'S h s - j  "h o u se"  

t - o t - )  " t o  s t a n d "

{ - 3 - )  d i s t r i b u t i v e  

( - n y ‘5-} d i s t r i b u t i v e

The c a s e  p o s i t i o n s  have  morphemes f o r  two i n s t r u m e n t a l s  

and a d a t i v e .  The two i n s t r u m e n t a l s  can  c o - o c c u r  w i t h  one 

a n o t h e r .

The f i r s t  o f  t h e  two i n s  t r  Amenta I s  h a s  t h r e e  shapes*, 

/ - h t - / ,  / - 9 t - /  and  / - s t - / .  The t h r e e  a p p e a r  t o  be m o rp h o lo g ic ­

a l l y  c o n d i t i o n e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  some f r e e  v a r i a t i o n .
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B e f o r e  p r e s e n t i n g  a n  example  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  exam ine  

t h e  morphophonemic changes  i n  t h e  a l l o m o r p h  { - ( h ) t - ) .

When C —(h ) t —} f o l l o w s  a c o n s o n a n t  i t  becomes / t / .  

B e f o r e  / h / ,  i - ( h ) t - )  becomes { - t - } .  T e r m i n a l l y  i - ( h ) t - )  

a l s o  become {-*£-} . These  r u l e s  may be w r i t t e m

C 4 { - h t - }  -*■ Ct 

{ - h t - }  4 / h /  -> / t h /

{-h t#}  - *  / t /

C o n s id e r  the  two forms / r a y e t h o t n a ’ /  and 

/ r a y e t h o ’ t h a ’ / .  Both mean "He p l a n t s  w i th  i t " -  The 

f i r s t  i s  t h e  s t r i n g  t - h a - }  "he" 4 L-yetho-} " p l a n t "

4 { - h t - }  "d&surumencal" 4 { -h a ’ -}  " s e r i a l  a s p e c t " .

The / h /  of  cae a l  omorph { -h t -}  i s  l o s t  b e f o r e  / h / .

The second  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  same, e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  

c o n t a i n s  t h e  a l l o m o r p h  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  w i t h  t h e  s h ap e  

t - ’ t - } .

I n s t r u m e n t a l  I ,  { - ( h ) t - }  d i s c u s s e d  above  r e q u i r e s  

t h e  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  { - h a ’ - } ,  t h e  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  { - ’ - } ,  

and t h e  p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t  t - o - } .  The i n s t r u m e n t a l  h a s  

s e v e r a l  f u n c t i o n s .  The form / r a y ^ t h o t h a ’ /  "He p l a n t s  w i t h  

i t "  d i s c u s s e d  ab o v e  c a n  r e f e r  t o  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o r  t o o l ,  

t h e  s e e d  used  i n  p l a n t i n g ,  t h e  f i e l d  used  f o r  p l a n t i n g  

o r  a  p l a n t i n g  m a c h in e .A n o th e r  example  a p p e a r s  be low.  

/ y o t k 'S w a r o r a k s t h a ’ /  "mask" (w hat  i s  used  t o  c o v e r  t h e  f a c e )  

{ -y o -}  i n d e f i n i t e  "one"  

l - a t - }  s e m i - r e f l e x i v e  

{-kflfaar-} " f a c e "
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i - o r a k - }  " t o  c o v e r "

£ - s t - }  I n s t r u m e n t a l  I  

£ - h a ’ - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The I n s t r u m e n t a l  I  morpheme c an  a l s o  be used a s  a 

c a u s a t i v e .  Compare t h e  f o l  owing p a i r .

/ r a y e h e ’ /  "He I s  g o in g  t o  wake up"

£ - h a -}  "he"

{♦ye-} " t o  wake up"

£ - h e ’ -}  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ r a y e t h a 9/  He wakes h e r  up

£ - h a -}  he a c t s  on a n e u t e r  z o i c  " h e r  o r  i t "

( - y e - }  " t o  wake up"

£ —( h ) t — 3 I n s t r u m e n t a l  I  ( l o s e s  / h /  b e f o r e  / h /

£ - h a ’ -}  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The second  i n s t r u m e n t a l  ( -hkw-} o cc u r s  w i t h  a s e r i a l  

a s p e c t  £ - h a ’ - } ,  a p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  ( - ’ - }  and a p e r f e c t i v e  

a s p e c t  ( - e - } .  When f o l lo w e d  by t h e  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  i - h a ’ - } ,  

t h e  r e s u l t  i s  ( -hkhw a9- } .

/ r a y e t h o h k h w a * /  He p l a n t s  w i th  i t  

{ - h a - }  "he"

£ - y £ th o - }  " t o  p l a n t "

i -h k h w a ’ - }  I n s t r u m e n t a l  I I  i -hkw -}  w i th  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

£ - h a ’ -}

I n s t r u m e n t a l  I  and I n s t r u m e n t a l  I I  o f t e n  o c c u r  

i n  s e q u en ce  a s  / - h t a h k w - / ,  which g e n e r a l l y  has  a more 

r e s t r i c t e d  meaning t h a n  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  two s e p a r a t e l y .



102

/ y e y e t h o h t a h k h w a ’ /  What one u s e s  t o  p l a n t  w i t h ,  a p l a n t i n g

machine

£ -y e -}  "one"  ( i n d e f i n i t e  p e r s o n )  

fcYe'tho-J " t o  p l a n t "

i - h t a h k h w a ’ - } I n s t r u m e n t a l  l [ - h t - )  and I I  w i th  

s e r i a l  a s p e c t  i -h k h w a 9- )  w i th  an 

e p e n t h e t i c  / a /  s tem  j o i n e r .

The two I n s t u m e n t a l s  seem t o  have  s l i g h t l y  

d i f f e r e n t  m ean ings ,  t h e  f i r s t  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  " w i th  i t "  

and t h e  second  a s  "used  f o r " .  T o g e t h e r  t h e y  i n d i c a t e  a more 

s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t  t h a n  t h e  more g e n e r a l i z e d  meanings o f  

t h e  f i r s t  t w o , a l o n e .

The d a t i v e  morpheme £ - ’ s ( e ) - )  l o s e s  t h e  / e /  when i t  

o c c u r s  w i th  t h e  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t .  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  

a s  " f o r "  o r  " f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f " .  £ - ’ s e - } ,  which  o ccu rs  

w i t h  t h e  s e r i a l  and p e r f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s  i s  somet im es  r e p l a c e d  

by £ - n i - ) .  The c h o i c e  o f  a l l o m o r p h  i s  g e n e r a l l y  m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  

c o n d i t i o n e d ,  b u t  on o c c a s s i o n  e i t h e r  c a n  o c c u r  w i th  t h e  

same v e r b  w i t h  no  a p p a r e n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  meaning .

Compare t h e  two f o l l o w i n g  words .

/ r o y e t h o ’ s e h e ’ /  He p l a n t s  f o r  him, and / r o y e t h o * n i h e 9/ ,  which  

h a s  t h e  same m ean ing .  Both  c o n t a i n  t h e  same morphemes w i th  

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  two d a t i v e s .

£ -ho-}  he  a c t s  on him 

£ - y e t h o - }  " t o  p l a n t "

H - ’ s e - }  d a t i v e  ( i n  t h e  f i r s t  form -  £ - n i - }  i n  th e  

s e c o n d .
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( - h e 9- )  s e r i a l  a s p e c t

The P u r p o s i v e  p o s i t i o n  ( - h s e r - }  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  

t h e  E n g l i s h  "g o in g  t o " .

/ r a y S ' t h o h s e r e 9/  He i s  g o in g  t o  p l a n t  

( - h a - )  he

( - y e t h o - )  " t o  p l a n t "

( - h s e r - }  p u r p o s i v e  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

( - ’ - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t .

An a l l o m o r p h  o f  t h e  p u r p o s i v e  / 9n /  o c c u r s  w i th  

some v e r b s  w i t h  which  / h s e r /  does  n o t .  T h e re  a r e  however  

v e r b s  l i k e  ( - y e t h o - }  w hich  c a n  o c c u r  w i th  e i t h e r  fo rm ,  w i t h  

no a p p a r a n t  change i n  meaning.

/ r a y e t h o ’ n e * /  He i s  g o in g  t o  p l a n t  

( - h a - )  he

(-,y e t h o - }  " t o  p l a n t "

( - ’ n - )  p u r p o s i v e  

( - e ’ - )  s e r i a l  a s p e c t .
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THE ASPECT DIVISION 

The f i n a l  d i v i s i o n  i n  th e  v e r b  s t r u c t u r e  co n ­

t a i n s  t h e  a s p e c t  s u f f i x e s .  T he re  a r e  e i g h t  a s p e c t s ;

( l )  s e r i a l  (2 ) p u n c t u a l  ( 3 ) p e r f e c t i v e  (4 )  c o o t i n u a t i v e  

(5 )  p e r f e c t i v e  s e r i a l  (6 )  rem ote  p a s t  (7 )  f o rm e r  p a s t  

and  ( 8 )  p r o g r e s s i v e .

The s e r i a l ,  p u n c t u a l  and p e r f e c t i v e  have m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  

c o n d i t i o n e d  a l l o m o r p h s .  The forms o f  each  v e r b  which  r e v e a l  

t h e s e  t h r e e  morphemes ( g e n e r a l l y  t h e y  t r a n s l a t e  a s  p r e s e n t ,  

p a s t  and p e r f e c t i v e )  a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  p a r t s  of  t h e s e  

v e r b s .  Each v e rb  i s  a s s i g n e d  t o  a s p e c i f i c  c o n j u g a t i o n  

c l a s s  based on the  p h o n o lo g ic a l  shape of  the  s e r i a l ,  

p u n c tu a l  and p e r f e c t i v e  morphemes. The fo l lo w in g  s e t s  

of tho se  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  have  been  fo u n d .

(1)  s e r i a l  C— s— 3, p u n c t u a l  U 9- } ,  p e r f e c t i v e  -  unmarked 

/ r a n o h a r e s / ,  / w a h a n o h a r e 9/  / r o h o h a r e /  "He w ashes"  e t c .

(2 ) s e r i a l  U s - } ,  punctual U 9- } ,  p e r f e c t i v e  I -? -}

/ r a y e * n a s / ,  /w a h a y e » n a 9/  / r o y e * n ? /  "He h o l d s "  e t c .

( 3 ) s e r i a l  ( - a 9- } ,  p u n c t u a l  ( - h e 9- } ,  p e r f e c t i v e  ( - 3 - }

/ tehayahya 9kta 9/ ,  /wa 9 thayahya 9kthe 9/ ,  /tehoyahya 9k t S /

"He l a y s  i t  a c r o s s "

(4)  s e r i a l  U haV-} ,  punctual U e 9- }  p e r f e c t i v e  U S -}  

/rahnyotha9/ ,  /wahahnyo* t e 9/  /rohnyo* t S /  "he puts i t  up"

( 5 ) s e r i a l  U e 9- } ,  punctual  ( - a 9- }  p e r f e c t i v e  U S - }

/ r a t o r a t h e 9/  / w a h a t o r a t h a 9/ / r o t o r a t h S /  "He goes  h u n t i n g "

(6 )  s e r i a l  ( - h a 9- } ,  punctual U 9- } ,  p e r f e c t i v e  ( - 0^}

/ t e h o h S r e h  t h a 9/ ,  / w a 9t h o h e r e h t e 9/ ,  / t e h o h e r e h t h S /  "He y e i l s "
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( 7 ) s e r i a l  ( - a s - } ,  p u n c t u a l  ( - ’ }, p e r f e c t i v e  t - o - }

/ r a s h e t a s / ,  /wahasheteV> /roshe* t o /  "He counts"

The s e r i a l  a s p e c t  l - s - 1  c a n  be fo l lo w e d  by th e  

fo rm e r  p a s t  £-kwe’ }; t h e  c o n t i n u a t i v e ,  w i th  o r  w i t h o u t  

th e  p u n c t u a l  (any  form t h a t  does  n o t  end i n  a  s e r i a l ,  

p u n c t u a l ,  o r  p e r f e c t i v e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  i m p e r a t i v e ) .

The p e r f e c t i v e  ( - 3 - }  c a n  be f o l l o w e d  by t h e  

r e m o te  p a s t  morpheme ( - h n e 9 }; t h e  c o n t i n u a t i v e  w i t h  sk 

M&dUBHi t h e  p u n c t u a l ;  and t h e  p e r f e c t i v e  s e r i a l  w i t h  

o r  w i t h o u t  t h e  p u n c t u a l .

The p u n c t u a l  c a n  f o l l o w  t h e  s tem  d i r e c t l y ,  o r  

i t  c a n  f o l l o w  t h e  c o n t i n u a t t v e  and p e r f e c t i v e  c o n t in u e  t i v e ,

I t  i s  a lw a y s  t e r m i n a l ,  how ever ,  when i t  o c c u r s .

The p r o g r e s s i v e  morpheme i s  ad d ed  t o  t h e  p e r f e c t i v e  

morpheme. The p r o g r e s s i v e  morpheme c a n  t h e n  be  i n f l e c t e d  

a s  p a r t  o f  a new b a s e  f o r  a  s e r i a l ,  p u n c t u a l  and p e r f e c t i v e  

form.

The c o - o c c u r a n c e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  t e n s e  

m arke rs  w i t h  th e  a s p e c t s  i s  r e s t r i c t i v e .  C h a r t  and 

C h a r t  show t h e  p o s s i b l e  o c c u r e n c e s  o f  t h e  t e n s e  

morphemes w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e  two 

c h a r t s  d e a l s  w i t h  a s p e c t s  added  t o  t h e  s e r i a l  a s p e c t ,  th e  

second  w i t h  a s p e c t s  added t o  t h e  p e r f e c t i v e .  The c h a r t s  

a r e  d i v i d e d  i n  t h i r d s  from to p  t o  b o t to m ,  and i n  h a l f  

from r i g h t  t o  l e f t .  The t o p  t h i r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  forms t h a t  

a r e  n o n - i m p e r a t i v e s  and c a n  n o t  o c c u r  w i t h  t e n s e  m a rk e r s .

The m id d le  s e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t h e  forms t h a t  a r e  n o n - i m p e r a t i v e s
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and  can  o ccu r  wiuh t e n s e  m a r k e r s .  The b o t tom  t h i r d  con­

t a i n s  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e s .  Only one i m p e r a t i v e  has  bean  c o l l e c t e d  

w i t h  a t e n s e  m ark e r  / a h o y e t h o h a k / .  I t  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  a 

command " L e t  him keep  p l a n t i n g  i t " .  I t  c o n t r a s t s  w i th  

/ r o y e t h o h a k /  which  s im p ly  l a c k s  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  t e n s e  

m ark e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  

t h e r e  s h o u ld  be i m p e r a t i v e s  w i t h  t e n s e  m a r k e r s ,  however ,  n o t  

o n l y  hav e  th e y  ev a d e d  d e t e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  r e j e c t  when 

c o n s t r u c t e d .  *

The r i g h t  h a l f  o f  t h e  c h a r t s  c o n t a i n s  a l l  t h e  

forms t h a t  c o n t a i n  an  a s p e c t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p u n c t u a l  

a l o n e .

The forms on t h e  c h a r t  a r e  a n a l y z e d  a s  f o l l o w s ,  

/ r a y e t h o s /  He p l a n t s  

{ -h a -}  "he"

{ - y e t h o - }  " t o  p l a n t "  

t - s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ r a y '^ h o sk w e ’ /  He used  t o  p l a n t  

{ -h a -}  h e

{ - y e t h o - }  " t o  p l a n t "

{—s—} s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

{-kwe*-} f o rm e r  pafet 

/ a h a y e t h o ’ /  L e t  him p l a n t  

{ - a -}  i n d e f i n i t e  

{ -ha -}  he

{-y<?tho-} t o  p l a n t  

{ - ’ } p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t
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CHART NINE

r a y e t h o s  "He p l a n t s  i t "  

r a y e t h o s k w e ’  "He used t o  p l a n t  i t "

a h a y e t h o 9 F o r  him t o  a h a y e t h o h s e k e 9 f o r  him t o  c o n t i n u e

p l a n t  t o  p l a n t

e h a y e t h o 9 He w i l l  p l a n t  e h a y e t h o h s e k e ’  He*11 go on p l a n t i n g  

w a h a y e th o ’  He p l a n t e d  i t

r a y e t h o  L e t  him p l a n t  r a y e t h o h s e k  l e t  him c o n t i n u e  to

p l a n t

CHART TEN

r o y e t h o  he h a s  p l a n t e d  i t  

r o y e t h u h n e  he  p l a n t e d  i t  l o n g  ago

ahoyethtJke® he s h o u ld  

h a v e  p l a n t e d  i t  

o h o y e th o k e 9 He w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  p l a n t  i t

a h o y e t h o h a k e ’  f o r  Aim t o  kepp om 

p l a n t i n g  i t

ohoye thohakeE  He w i l l  a lw ays  be 

p l a n t i n g  i t

a h o y e th o h a k  L e t  him keep p l a n t i n g  i t  

r o y e t h o h a k  L e t  him keep p l a n t i n g  i t
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/ ^ h a y e t h o 9/  He w i l l  p l a n t  

{-<?-} f u t u r e  

{ -h a -}  he

£ - y ? t h o - }  t o  p l a n t  

{ - ’ } p a n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ w a h a y e t h o ’ /  He p l a n t e d  

{-w-} p a s t  t e n s e  

{ - a - } empty morph 

{-ha2} he

{ - y e t h o - }  t o  p l a n t  

{ - ’ - }  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ a h a y e t h o h s e k e ’ /  f o r  him t o  keep  on p l a n t i n g  

{ - a -}  i n d e f i n i t e  

£ - h a - } he

{-ye’t h o - }  t o  p l a n t

{ - h s - }  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  ( h a s  s h ap e  / h s /  when fo l lo w e d  

by c o n t i n u a t i v e
»»- -

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

£—k—} c o n t i n u a t i v e  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

{ - ’ } p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t  

/ e h a y e t h o h s e k e ’ /  He w i l l  go on p l a n t i n g  i t  

{ - e - } f u t u r e

t - h a y ^ h o h s e k e ’ } same a s  above  

/ r a y e t h o /  L e t  him p l a n t  

{ -h a -}  he

£ - y e t h o - £  P l a n t  (no  a s p e c t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e )
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/ r a y ^ t h o h s e k /  L e t  him c o n t i n u e  t o  p l a n t  

{ - h a - ) He

{ - y e th o h se k }  a s  ab o v e  (no a s p e c t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e )

/ r o y e t h o /  He h a s  jb lanted

{-ho-}  he ( sh a p e  used  w i th  p e r f e c t i v e s )

i^fe tho-} t o  p l a n t  
«

{-o -}  p e r f e c t i v e  

/ r o y e t h ' o h n e /  He p l a n t e d  lo n g  ago

{ r o y e t h o h n e t  a s  ab o v e  p l u s  {-hne} d i s t a n t  p a s t
s

/ a h o y e t h o k e ’ /  He sh o u ld  hav e  p l a n t e d  i t  

{ - a -}  i n d e f i n i t e

{-ho-}  he 9 sh a p e  r e q u i r e  by p e r f e c t i v e )

{ - y e t h o - }  t o  p l a n t  

{—o—} p e r f e c t i v e  

{—k—} c o n t i n u a t i v e  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

{ - ’ } p u n c t u a l  

/ohoy 'Shoke9/  he w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  p l a n t

Same a s  above  e x c e p t  / o /  r e p l a c e s  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  { - a - } .  

{— o—} i s  t h e  s h a p e  t h e  fu tufce  morpheme h a s  w i t h  

p e r f e c t i v e s  

/ a h o y e t h o h a k e ’ /  f o r  him t o  keep  on p l a n t i n g  

{ - a - }  i n d e f t o t i e  

{-ho-}  h e  ( fo rm  w i t h  p e r f e c t i v e  

{ - y e t h o - }  t o  p l a n t  

{ - o - } p e r f e c t i v e

{ -h a k -}  s e r i a l  p e r f e c t i v e  c o n t i n u a t i v e
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/ e /  ep en th e t ic  

[ -*}  punctual  

/ o h o y e th o h a k e V  he w i l l  always be p la n t in g  i t

Same a s  above  e x c e p t  t h e  f u t u r e  t e n s e  morpheme 

w i th  t h e  sh a p e  / o /  which i t  has  w i t h  p e r f e c t i v e s  

r e p l a c e s  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  ( - a - )

/ a h o y e t h o h a k /  L e t  him keep p l a n t i n g  

[ - a - }  i n d e f i n i t e  

l - h o - ]  he

[ - y e t h o - ]  t o  p l a n t  

[—"o—} p e r f e c t i v e  

[ - h a k - ]  p e r f e c t i v e  s e r i a l  

/ r o y e t h o h a k /  L e t  him keep p l a n t i n g

Same a s  above  b u t  l a e k s  [ - a - ]  i n d e f i n i t e
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NOUNS

The noun can  be d e f i n e d  s t r u c t u r a l l y  i n  Mohawk a s  

any  word which can have  a noun  p r e f i x  and a  noun  s u f f i x .

Nouns o c c u r  w i th  one o f  two noun  p r e f i x e s  / o /  and / k a / .

T h e i r  o c c u r e n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  be m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  c o n d i t i o n e  d.

P our  noun s u f f i x  s h a p e s  have  been  i s o l a t e d  and t h e y ,  

l i k e  t h e  p r f i x e s  a p p e a r  1 0  be  m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y  c o n d i t i o n e d .

The t h r e e  most  common a r e  / A ’ / ,  / o ’ /  and / ’ / •  A f o u r t h  / o ’ / ,  

o c c u r s  i n f r e q u e n t l y .  A l l  f o u r  o f  t h e e e  o c c u r  w i th  t h e  

noun p r e f i x  ( - k a - } ,  b u t  o n ly  two h av e  been  found w i th  

t h e  p r e f i x  i - o - } .  T hese  a r e  / a ’ /  and / ’ / .

Examples of  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n s  f o l l o w .  Each i s  f o l l o w e d  

by an  example o f  t h e  stem w i t h o u t  t h e  a f f i x e s .

/ k a n o h s a ’ ) House

( - k a - )  noun p r e f i x  

( - n o h s - }  s tem "house"

( - a ’ - }  noun s u f f i x  

/ r o n o h s e s r o *  n o /  A lo n g  house  man

t - h o - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l i n e  

t - n o h s - }  "house"

( - e s - }  " t o  be lo n g "

( - r o » $ - }  " t h e  one f rom"

/ k e t s ' 5 ’ /  f i s h

( - k a - }  noun p r e f i x

( - i t s - }  s tem " f i s h "  (a 4 i  -*• e$

(—o—} noun s u f f i x  

/ k l t s e k s /  "ID e a t  f i s h "
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£ - k - }  “ I"

C—i t s —) f i s h e  

{ - e k - }  s tem  "To e a t "  

t —s— 3 s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

/ k a n a ’ t a r o ’ /  " b r e a d "

t - k a - }  noun p r e f i x  

( - n a ’ t a r - }  " b re a d "

£ - 8 ^ /  noun  s u f f i x  

/ r a n a ’ t a r a n e s k w e s /  He s t e a l s  t h e  b r e a d  

l - h a - }  "He"

££-na’ t a r - /  bread 

i / a /  stem jo in e r  

{-neskwe-J to s t e a l  

£—s—) s e r i a l  appect  

/oka* ra9/  "story"

C— o—} noun  p r e f i x  

£ - k a r - }  " s t o r y "

[ - a ’ - )  noun s u f f i x  

/ t a k a k a r a t a t y e ’ /  There  was a s t o r y  g o in g  a ro u n d  

£— t —} c i s l o c a t i v e  

( - a - )  p a s t  t e n s e  

£ - k a -}  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n e u t e r  z o i c  

£ - k a r - }  s t o r y  

/ a /  s tem  j o i n e r  

£ t £ t y e /  t o  be g o in g  a round  

£ - ’ -}  p u n c t u a l  a s p e c t
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/ o * n e s t e ’ /  c o r n

C—o—} nou p r e f i x  

{ - n e s t - }  c o r n  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

£ - ’ - }  noun s u f f i x  

/ r a r i e s t a y e t h o s /  He p l a n e s  c o r n

l - h a - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l in e  

{ - n e s t - }  c o r n  

j^a/ s tem  j o i n e r  

{ - y e th o s 4  t o  p l a n t  

{— s —} s e r i a l  a s p e c t

Nouns a l s o  o c cu r  w i th  p o s s e s s i v e  p ro n o m in a l  

morphemes. These  b e a r  a s t r i k i n g x M i m i i a M l i l p x  r e s e m b le n e e  

t o  t h e  p ro n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s .  L ik e  th e  p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s  t h a t  

o c c u r  w i t h  v e r b s ,  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  p r e f i x e s  have  somewhat d i f f ­

e r e n t  sh a p e s  when th e y  o c c u r  w i t h  nouns b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  / a /  

t h a n  t h e y  do a t  o t h e r  t i m e s .  (See  C h a r t  XI )

The p o s s e s s i v e  p ro p o u n s  e x h i b i t  a t h r e e  way c o n t r a s t  

i n  number  and p e r s o n .  A l l  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  o c c u r  i n  t h e  

s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l ,  b u t  t h e  d u a l  l a c k s  a  t h i r d  p e r s o n  

f o r m ( t h e  t h i r d  p l u r a l  i s  u s e d ) .  The t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  

d i s t i n g u i s h e s  a m a s c u l i n e ,  a n e u t e r  z o i c  and a f e m in i n e  i n d e f i n i t e .  

The t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  a m a s c u l i n e  and non-mas­

c u l i n e .

The segm ented  p r o n o m in a l  p o s s e s s i v e  p r e f i x e s  l i s t e d  

i n  C h a r t  XI a r e  a n a l y z e d  be low.
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F i r s t  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  p r o n o m in a l  p r e f i x e s .

( - a k - )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  w i t h  non a - s t e m s

/ a /  p o s s e s i v e  m arker  f o r  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  

C-k-} f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  

( - a k w - )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  p o s s e s s i v e  w i t h  a - s t e m s

( - a - )  p o s s e s s i v e  m arker  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  

( -k w - )  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  p o s s e s s i v e  w i t h  a - s t e m s  

( - “olceni-} f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  w i t h  n o n - a - s t e rn s

[- '5-}  p o s s e s s i v e  w i th  f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  and j> lu ra l  

£—k—) f i r s t  p e r s o n  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c

( - n i - )  d u a l  ( / y /  w i t h  a - s t e m a )

(-dcy-) f i r s t  p e r s o n e  p o s s e s s i v e  d u a l  w i th  a - s t e m s

{ - a - }  p o s s e s s i v e  w i th  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  d u a l  and p l u r a l  

{ -k -3  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

( - y - 3  d u a l  w i th  a - s t e m s  

(okwa-3 f i r s t  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  p l u r a l  

( - c ^ )  p o s s e s s i v e  ( s e e  a b o v e )

( - k - 3  f i r s t  p e r s o n  

( - w a - )  p l u r a l  

( - s a - )  seco n d  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  s i n g u l a r

( - s a - )  a t h i r d  p e r s o n  n e u t e r  a c $ s  on a second  p e r s o n  

( b o t h  s i n g u l a r )

( - s e n i - )  seco n d  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  d u a l  w i t h  n o n a - s t e m s .

( -S -)  second person 

/ e /  epethetic

( - n i - )  d u a l  ( / y /  w i t h  a - s t e m s )
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£— t s —} se co n d  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  d u a l  w i th  a - s t e m s

/ t s /  from u n d e r l y i n g  * / s y /  * /ta y /-* -* / ta /  (S ee  1 . 5 )

£-sewa-}  seco n d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  p o s s e s s i v e  

£—s —} second  p e r s o n  

/ e /  e p e n t h e t i c  

£-wa-J  p l u r a l  

£ -hao -}  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  m a s c u l in e  p o s s e s s i v e  

£ - h a -}  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  

{ - o - }  p o s s e s s i b e  w i th  t h i r d  p e r s o n  forms 

l - a o - )  t h i r d  p e r s o n  n e u t e r - z o i c  p o s s e s s i v e  ( S i n g u l a r )

£—a —} t h i r d  p e r s o n  i n d e f i n i t e  ( s e e  5 »3 0 )

£— o—} p o s s e s s i b e  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  forms 

£ -ak ao -3  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s i v e  f e m in in e  i n d e f i n i t e  

£ -a k -3  f e m in in e  i n d e f i n i t e  

[ - a - i  i n d e f i n i n t e

£— o—} p o s s e s s i v e  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  forms 

£ - h a o t i - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  m a s c u l in e  p o s s e s s i v e  ( n c n - a - s t e m s ) 

£ - h a - )  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  

£—0—} p o s s e s s i v e  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  forms 

£— t i —) p l u r a l  ( s e e  5 . 3 0 )

£ - h a o n -J  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  m a s c u l in e  p o s s e s s i v e  w i t h  a - s t e m s  

£ -h a -}  t h i r d  p e r s o n  m a s c u l in e  

£ - 0- }  p o s s e s s i v e  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  forms 

£ - n -}  p l u r a l  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  w i th  a - s t e m s  

£ - a o t i - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  n o n - m a s c u l in e  p o s s e s s i v e  w i th  

n o n - a - s t e m s  

£—a —) t h i r d  p e r s o n  i n d e f i n i t e
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i - o - }  p o s s e s s i v e  f o r  t h i r d  p e r s o n  forms 

l - t i - 3  p l u r a l

- a o n - }  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  p o s s e s s i v e  n o n - m a s c u l i n e  w i t h  a - s t e m s  

£—a —} t h i r d  p e r s o n  i n d e f i n i t e  (See  5 - 3 0 )

{— o—} p o s s e s s i v e  w i th  t h i r d  p e r s o n  forms 

£—n—} p l u r a l  w i t h  t h i r d  p e r s o n  and a - s t e m s .



117

CHART ELEVEN 

SEGMENTED POSSESSIVE PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

PERSON With non  a - s t e m s  w i t h  b o th  w i t h  a - s t e m

I S  a k a kw

2S s a

3SM bao

3SNZ a o

3 F I  a k ao

ID o k ( e ) n i  oky

2D s ( e ) n i  t s

I P  okwa

2 P s (e )w a

3PM r a o t i  r a o n

3HfM a o t i  ao n

P a r a n t h e s i s  e n c l o s e  e p e t h e t i c  v ow els .
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CHART TWELVE

POSSESSIVE PREFIXES WITH NON A-STEMS AND A-STEMS

Person  Non-a-s tem  C-na 9tar}-"bread" A-stems 1 -a h i -}  " f r u i t "

IS a k ( e ) n a 9t a r o 9 akw ahi9

2S s a n a 9t a r o 9 s a h i 9

3SM r a o n a 9t a r o 9 r a o h i 9

3SNZ a o n a 9t a r o 9 a o h i 9

3^1 a k a o n a 9t a r o 9 a k a o h i 9

ID o k ( e ) n i n a 9t a r o 9 o k y a h i9

2D s ( e ) n i n a 9t a r o 9 t s a h l 9

IP “okwana9 t a r o 9 okwahi9

2 P s (e )w ana9t a r o 9 s ( e ) w a h i 9

3PM • r a o t i n a 9t a r o 9 r a o n a h i 9

3PNM a o t i n a 9t a r o 9 a o n a h i 9

P a r e n t h e t e s  e n c lo s e  e p e n t h e t i c  vowels.
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PARTICLES

P a r t i c l e s  i n  Mohawk a r e  morphemes t o  which  th e  

v e r b a l  and nom ina l  p r e f i x e s  c a n  n o t  be d i r e c t l y  a f f i x e d .

T h e re  a r e  two c l a s s e s  o f  p a r t i c l e s  i n  Mohawk; t h o s e  which  

o c c u r  a s  f r e e  fo rm s ,  and t h o s e  which a r e  added  t o  nouns 

and v e r b s .

The f r e e  p a r t i c l e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  o r  

s y n t a c t i c .  Dem ons trab lw e  forms su ch  a s  / t h o /  " t h e r e ”,

/ $ h k e /  "who", /o* n e /  "now and / k a t i /  a r e  numerous and 

e a s i l y  t r a n s l a t e d  by t h e  Mohawks. T h e re  a r e  a l s o  some 

p a r t i c l e s  which a r e  compounds / t h £ k e / ,  " t h a t  one and  /k£* k e /  

" t h i a  o n e " .  These  a r e  d e m o n s t r a t i v e s  a s  w e l l  and e q u a l l y  

r a p i d l y  t r a n s l a t e d .  The p r o n o u n s ,  which a r e  used  g e n e r a l l y  

o n ly  f o r  em phas is  / i ’ i /  " I ” , / ! •  s e ’ /  "you" ,  / r a o h a /  " h e " ,  

/a'Sha/ n e u t e r - z o i c  and /aka'olaa/ f e m in i n e  i n d e f i n i t e  

a l s o  a r e  members o f  t h e  p a r t i c l e  c l a s s  o f  words .

The s y n t a c t i c  p a r t i c l e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  l e f t  u n t r a n s l a t e d  

by t h e  Mohawks, and th e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  a t  a l o s s  a s  t o  how 

t o  t r a n s l a t e  them, when c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  any  o f  them i n  i s o l ­

a t i o n .  They a r e  n o t  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  a t  t h i s  t im e .

The most common o f  t h e s e  s y n t a c t i c  p a r t i c l e s  

a r e  used i n  fo rm ing  i n t e r o g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s .  They 

o c c u r  i n  s e n t e n c e  f i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  The p a r t i c l e  / k e / ,  

i s  used  t o  t r a n s f o r m  a d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  i n t o  an  

i n t e r r o g a t i v e .

/ r a y e t h o s  k e /  "Does he p l a n t ?  " ( / r a y e t h o s /  "He p l a n t 9 " a
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The second  /w la h i /  q u e s t i o n s  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  

t h e  s e n t e n c e  and i s  b e s t  t r a n s l a t e d  by " I s n ' t  i t ?  " o r  

" D o e s n ' t  h e " .

/ r a y e t h o s  w a h i /  "He p l a n t s ,  d o e s n ' t  he?"

The s y n t a c t i c  p a r t i c l e  / n e /  o cc u r s  b e f o r e  

o b l i q u e s ,  b u t  i t s  f u n c t i o n  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  c l e a r  a t  

t h i s  t i m e .  The two s e n t e n c e s  which f o l lo w  a r e  b o th  

t r a n s l a t e d  a s  *1 saw t h e  b e a r ' .  Mohawks a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  

two s e n t e n c e s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  none  have  been  

a b l e  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o r  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  

which  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  a p p a r e n t .

/ w a ’ k k e 9 n o k w a * r i ’ /  and /  wa’ k k e ’  o k w a» r i ’ /

A n o th e r  m arker ,  / t s i / ,  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  se q u e n ce  o f  words i s  a s u b o r d i n a t e  c l a u s e .

Two bound p a r t i c l e s  have  been  found / - k e /  and 

/ - k o w a / .  The f i r s t  i s  a l o c a t i v e  h a v in g  t h e  meaning 

" a t "  o r  " o n " .  I t  h a s  a n  a l l o m o rp h  / - n e / .  / - k e /  o c c u r s  

a f t e r  / ’ / ,  and / - n e /  o c c u r s  i n  a l l  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s .

S i n c e  most  v e r b s  i n  t h e  s e r i a l  a s p e c t  end i n  t - s - } ,  / - n e /  

i s  t h e  a l l o m o r p h  which f o l l o w s  and i s  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  

"where  so m th in g  h a p p e n s " .  T h u s / a h k w e s a h s n e /  "Where t h e  

p a r t r i d g e  drums"

tahkw es-}  " p a r t r i d g e "
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l - a h « }  t o  drum 

( - s e r i a l  a s p e c t  

{-ne} l o c a t i v e

The / - k e /  form c a n  be s e e n  In  /k ahnaw a9k e /  "on 

t h e  r a p i d s "

( - k a - }

( -h n aw a9- }  r a p i d s  

( - k e )  l o c a t i v e

The f i n a l  morpheme t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i s  / - k o w a / ,  

which  I s  used to  i n d i c a t e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  s i z e .  Thus 

/ k a n S h s a 9/  "house"  / k a n o h s a ’ ko*wa/  A huge h o u se .

( - k a - }  noun p r e f i x  

( - n o h s - } h o u se  

( - a 9- }  noun  s u f f i x  

( -kowa-}  " g r e a t  o r  l a r g e "
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APPENDIX ONE -  ORTHOGRAPHY

The o r t h o g r a p h i c  s y s tem  used by t h e  Caughnawaga 

Mohawks was d e v e lo p e d  by t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  more t h a n  250 

y e a r s  a g o .  A l th o u g h  i t  s e r v e s  i t s  p u r p o s e  r a t h e r  w e l l  f o r  

f l u e n t  s p e a k e r s  ( a l t h o u g h  e v e n  t h e y ,  on o c c a s s i o n  have  some 

d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  i t ) ,  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to  u s e  i n  t e a c h i n g .

There  a r e  f i v e  phonemes which a re  e i t h e r  no t  t r a n s c r i b e d  

a t  a l l ,  or a r e  ambiguously  t r a n s c r i b e d . These a r e  / ’ / ,  / h / ,

/ o / ,  / e /  and /  ' / •

The g l o t t a l  s t o p ,  / 9/  i s  n e v e r  t r a n s c r i b e d .  As a 

r e s u l t ,  minimal p a i r s  such as  / o t a * r a ’ /  and / o ’ t a r a ’ /

"b r im  o f  a h a t "  and " c l a n "  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a r e  w r i t t e n  

i d e n t i c a l l y  a s  " o t a r a " .  F o r  n a t i v e  s p e a k e r s ,  c o n t e x t  n o r m a l l y  

d i s a m b i g u a t e s  t h e  p a i r s .  I n  i s o l a t i o n ,  t h e  forms a s  c u r r e n t l y  

w r i t t e n  a r e  ambiguos t o  a l l  Mohawks, f l u e n t  o r  n o t .

I n  most c a s e s  Mohawk i s  w r i t t e n  s y l l a b i c a l l y ,  w i th  

a s p a c e  o r  a d a sh  b e tw e en  t h e  s y l l a b l e s .  As a word i s  be ing  

w r i t t e n ,  each w r i t e r  p ro n o u n c e s  t h e  s y l l a b l e  a s  i t  i s  b e i n g  

w r i t t e n .  S in c e  / h /  i s  l o s t  i n  word f i n a l  o r  s y l l a b l e  f i n a l  

p o s i t i o n  (when t h e  s y l l a b l e s  a r e  s a i d  i n  i s o l a t i o n ) ,  / h / ' s  

i n  t h o s e  t e r m i n a l  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  l o s t .  Thus / o k a h r a ’ /  " e y e " ,  

/ o k a * r a 9/  " s t o r y "  and / o h k a * r a V  " k i n d l i n g  woodS a r e  a l l  w r i t t e n  

a s  " o k a r a " .

The n a s a l  vowels  / o /  and / e /  a r e  w r i t t e n  a s  "on" 

and  "en"  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I f  a  p e r s o n  w r i t e s  a  Mohawk word 

w i t h o u t  l e a v i n g  s p a c e s  b e tw een  th e  s y l l a b l e s ,  t h e  o r t h o g r a p h i c  

s e q u e n c e s  "on" and "en"  a r e  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from t h e  

phonemic s e q u e n c e s  / o n /  and / e y i /  ( a s  opposed t o  / o /  and
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/ e / ) .  However, when s p a c e s  a r e  l e f t  be tw een  t h e  s y l l a b l e s ,  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  a p p a r e n t .  When a s y l l a b l e  c l o s e s  w i th  

"on"  o r  " e n " ,  t h e n  t h e y  a r e  t a k e n  t o  be n a s a l i z e d  v o w e ls .

I f  t h e  s y l l a b l e  bou n d ry  f a l l s  b e tw een  t h e  vowel and  t h e  n a s a l ,  

t h e n  t h e  r e a d e r  r e g a r d s  them a s  s u c c e s s i v e  phonemes.

S t r e s s  i s  n e v e r  marked.  As a r e s u l t ,  e v e n  t h e  most 

f l u e n t  o f  Mohawk s p e a k e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  has t o  r e a d  a word 

more t h a n  once t o  d e c i d e  where  t h e  s t r e s s  i s  t o  be p l a c e d .

Some w r i t e r s  o f  Mohawk w r i t e  / y / ,  b u t  n o t  a l l .  Those 

who do n o t ,  w r i t e  / i /  i n  i t s  p l a c e .  L ik e w is e  t h e r e  i s  some 

v a r i a t i o n  w i t h  " f " ,  which i s  g e n e r a l l y  w r i t t e n  / w h / ,  b u t  a 

few p r e f e r  t o  u s e  " f " .

C h a r t  13 l i s t s  t h e  phonemes and t h e  o r t h o g r a p h i c  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  phonemes i n  th e  c u r r e n t  w r i t i n g  

s y s t e m .
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CHART THIRTEEN

PHONEMIC TRANSCRIPTION

t

k

s

h

•>

n

r

w

y

a

e

i

o

e

o
✓

wh

t y

ky

ORTHOGRAPHIC TRANSCRIPTION 

t  

k 

s

h ( n o t  w r i t t e n  i s  s y l l a b l e  o r  

word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n )

Does n o t  o c c u r

n

r

w

i  ( g e n e r a l l y  -  on o c c a s s i o n  " y " )  

a 

e 

i

o

en

on

-  Not t r a n s c r i b e d

-  Not t r a n s c r i b e d

wh ( o r  somet im es  " f ” ) 

t y  ( o r  somet im es  " j " )  

ky ( o r  somet im es  " j " )
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