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INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Caughnawaga Reserve and Its Inhabitants

The Caughnawaga Mohawk Reserve (where most of the
field work for this dissertation was carried vut) lies at
the south end of the Mercier Bridge, just southwest of
Montreal.

About 5000 Mohawks are enrclled on the Caughnawaga
band roles. Not all of these speak Mohawk. There are, however
Mohawk speakers who are nct enrolled. Mohawk women who grew
uo in Caughnawaga, and were band members lost their status
when they marrled outside of the band. Such women may speak
the language fluently, but are not enrolled. The offsoring
of women who are not on the band rcles may also be Mohawk
speakers, but like thelr mothers, can not be enrolled.

Some enrclled band members have left the reserve
and have taken up residence in cities like New York City,
Buffalo, 8ltany and so on. Some of the n.on-enrolled Mohawks
also live away from the reserve, althouzh some have elected
tu rent homes at Caughnawaga. (Mohawks who are nst enrallead
can not own homes on the reserve).

Acooroximately half of the Mohawks speak the
lanzuage fluently. An estimate of aboutv ..00C Mohawk sceakers
of tne Cauzhnawaga dlalect would orobably not be far wrong.

Whatever the actual number of Mohawks and Mchawk
speakers, the population of Caughnawaga is constantly
changing as people move away and return. There is often

an increase in the population in the summer months when



"sff-reservation" Mohawks regurn to spend the summer with
thelr relatives.

In addition, the adult male population 1s engaged
primarily in iron work, and as a result live away from the
reserve durling the week when they stay in the cliles where
their Jjobs have taken them. Every Sunday evening, the men
gravel in car »ools to Buffalo, New Haven, Boston, New York
City or wherever iron work is to be found. THere they stay
for the week. On Friday night, after work, the men return
to the reserve for the week-end.

The reser.ation itself 1s divided into town
and farm land. Chlldren who grow up on the farms are
more likely to speak Mohawk than those who grow up in
the town.

Although most of the adult populati.n of Caughnawaza
ls bi-linzual (and many are tri-lingual, speakinz Mohawk,
English and French), there are one or two cld pewple who
are .rimarily monolingual Mohawks, althcuzh these have some
ccmerepension of English. Many of the younger Jeuple speak
snly English, although they hdve some degree of comprehension
of Mohawk. Thirty yearé Of age seems to be as good a cute-off
polnt as possible for speakers versus non-speakers of Mohawk,
although there are a few fluent sveakers who are in their
teens and younger. Many Mohawks have pointed out that
children who were born in households after a television had
been installed understand much less of the language than those

who were born 1In the housescld before the television. This



seemg to be a falirly valid claim.

1.2 Language and Teaching

There is some concern by the older pecple that
the children no longer sreak the language, and some attempts
have been made to remedy this situation. Elementary schgools
on the reserve have native soeakers teaching the children
songs which are then memorized. Recently, Billings High School
in Chateauguay (which most of the Cuaghnawaga Mohawks attend)
instituted a non-credit course IiIn Mohawk, which for reascns
test known to them, employs a native s.eaker of Sy. Hegis
Mohawk, whose proncunciation is somewhat diirferent tnhan
that of the Monawks who live at Caughnawaga.

The learningz of the lan:zuage is somewhat hindered
by the lack °f an orderly yoresentation and by a orcblem
of orthozraphy.

Mohawkes have been writing the language for several
hundred years in an orthography devised by the Jesult missione
aries. Although functional for native speakers, it 1ls some=-
what deficlent for those trying to learn the language. The
problems of the orthography are discussed in Appendix I.

1.2 Mohawk and Its Linguistic Affilliation

Caughnawaga Mohawk 1s one of several dialects of
Mohawk spoken in the United States and Canada. Althougzh there
1s some variation amonz Cauzhnawaga speakers, it 1s rather
minimal. The most obvious is that some speakers do not
always use the morphophonemic rules ¥?C - V-C and ¥hR -

¥R (stressed vowel followed by glotgal stou and a consonant
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becomes a long stressed vowel with falling tone followed by
the consonant andy a stressed vowel followed by /h/ and a
resonant also becomes a stressed long vowel with falling tone
followed by the resonant).

Mohawk 1s a member of the northern hranch of the
Iroquoian language family. Other members of the branch that
are s8tlll spoken are Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca an~
Tuscarora. There are several cther members of the Northern
Iroquoian family which are extinct, such as Nottaway, Wyndot,
and Laurentian.

The southern branch of the Iroquoian family contains
the dlalects of Cherokee. Lounsbury has suggested a time
depth of about 4,000 years between the Northern and Southern
branches of Iroquoilan.

Early in 1971, Wallace Chafe gave a lecture at Yale
Universitgy in which he suggested some evidence for the
linking of Cadcoan, Siouan and Iroquolah as related languages.
Although the evidence is not overpowering, as Chafe himself
admits, 1t 1s nertainly highly suggestlive and well worth
noting. Chafe estimated at that time, that the time depth for
the separation of Cadooan, Siouan and Iroquolan 1is about
8,000 years.

The 1is no evidence as yet to substantiate the
placing of Iroquolan-Caddoan-Siouan into the Hokan-Siouan

phylum as was done by Sapir in 1929. It should, however, be

noted that there 1s no evidence to place it in any other phylum.
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1.4 The Iroquoian languages are polysynthetlc=-fusional
in character, and contain a noun incorooratling feature 1n
the verbs. Bhe polysynthetic=-fusional aspect of the language
crmplicates the analysis to a very large degree.

In this type ~f lanzuage, there are large numbers
sf morphemes per word, and morohemes undergo a great deal
of change 1n accomodating to neighboring morphemes. Morphemes
are frequently so fused that it 1s difficult to ldentify their
boundries. Such languazes dc not lend themselves easily to
the standard procedures and tecnnigues of mcrohslogical
analysis.

In discussinz grammatical models, Hockett (1954)
examines two methods of analysis which he calls "Item and
Arrange. " (IA) and "Item and Process" (IP). He also
mentions the possibility of a third method, "Word and
Paradizm" (WP), but he does not elakorate .n how such a model
would be used. It is, however, the "Word and Paradigm" model
that Gleason (1955) suggests for the analysis of solysynthetic
fusional languages.

A "Word and Paradigm" model would simply list
all the various inflections with which certain classes of
words (e.g. nouns, verts) can occur. This is basically the
approach used by many grammars of Latin and Greek, where
the classes of words are shown with full conjugations or
declensions. No attempt 1s made to analyze the forms any
further for the student.

It i1s frequently the case, however, that when such



paradigmatic forms are exhiblited, certain phonological
sequences seem to be associated with certain "bits" of
meaning. In an IA or IP analysis these probably would be
segmented and called morphemes.

In fusional languages however, the segmentation of
fused segments 1s frequently not very profitable. Since the
"morphemes" undergo a great deal of change in their
appearance which 1s conditioned by tie neighboring "morphemes",
one also needs a description of the changes involved, and
rules to predict the correct shape of the morpheme. With
languages as fusional as Mohawk, the number of rules needed
to produce all the correct forms may even equal or outnumber
the forms produced.

One must distinguish segmentations which are profit-
able and economical from those which involve recurrent phono-
logical sequences, which though tempting to segment, would
require the formulation of a larger number of rules than the
forms which would be accounted for, by these rules. The
analysls of these recurrent segments which can only be predicted
by large numbers of rules 1s more etymology than morphology.
Unfortunately, in languages like Mohawk, the dividing line
between etymology and morphology 1is very hazy, and not at all
clearly defined. One thing does seem clear, and that is that
etymology certainly benefilts from historical data.

It has been an unfortunate cércumstance that since
F. de Saussure, historical evidence is generally ruled out

of consideration in synchronic analysis. Mary Haas, in a
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lecture at Columbta University in 1971 pointed out that
some scholars have gone so far as to chose, rather "per-
versely", a non-historically accurate solution, even when a
historically accurate explanation was avallable.

Recourse to historical explanation 1s not something
to be done randomly. Historical evidence shoblild be used
only when 1t 1s well documented and serves to llluminate or
clarify some point which would otherwilse be obscure. All
languages are points 1in ongoing developmental processes,
and all that has gone before has some bearing on the
current state of the language. To refuse to see a language
as a part of a process 1s to deny the 1dea that languages
are in a constant state of change. Therefore 1§ sufficient
evidence exists to make historical reconstructions, then
such reconstructions have validity and should be admissable
in getting insight 1into alternate synchronic analyses of a
language.

Fortunately, Prof. Floyd Lounsbury of Yale has worked
extenslively with Iroquolan languages. He has done field
work with all of the currently spoken Iroquolian languages,
and has made great strides into the reconstruction of Proto-
Iroquoian. The present analysis of Mghawk has profitted lmmeas-
urably from hls generously shared insights into Proto-Iroquohn.

Acess to some hilstorical evidence allows us to consider
the Mohawk that 1s spoken today as part of an ongoing

process, rather than just an event isolated in time. There
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are still unsolved problems In the reconstruction of
Proto=Iroquoian, and as a result, some of the synchronic
problems remain problems, even in the light of our presentg
knowledge of the historical situation. One such problem 1is
disussed in section 5.30,

For the purposes of this analysis, recourse %e
historical evidence 1s used only when some problem is not
easlly viewed from a solely synchponic viewpoint. As a
result, historical solutions do not occur throughout, but
only when they appear more helpful than using synchronic
evidence alone. This 18 not to indicate that historical
explanations can not be used throughout, but simply to
indicate there are times when they are redundant or super-
fluous.

1.5 A clear example of a situation in which historical
data 1s helpful in understanding a synchronic problem can be
found in the analysis of the second person dual which has the
form /ts/ when occuring witn "as$tem" verbs, such as {-atkatho-)
"to see'.

The form for "“You two see it" is /tsatkathos/.

The expected form would have combined a second pérson
marker {-s-}s a dual marker, which has the shape {-y-} with
verb stems beginning with /a/; a verb stem (-atkatho-}; and
the serial aspect marker {-s-}. Concatenated, this would
have produced */syatkdthos/ rather than /tsatkéﬁhos/.

The problem Ean be resolved from histbrical

evidence, which indicates that the obstruents /t/,/k/, and /s/
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could all cluster with /&/ in Proto-Ipoquoian. These
clusters underwent various changes. The following 1lndicates

the changes in two of the Mohawk dlalects.

Proto-Iroguoian Tty ky sy
St. Regis ky Ky tsy  [J]
Caughnawaga tJ] (J] ts

It 1s now apparent that the initial /sy/ sequence
in the expected form */syatkathos/ would in fact lead to
the current form, since Protﬁ-Iroquoian /sy/ = /tsy/ [3]
in Mohawk (the St. Regis form is /tsyatkdthos/) and then
became /ts/ in the Caughnawaga dialect yielding /tsatkathos/.

Note that both /ky/ and /ty/ have become [J] in
Caughnawaga. Where the sequence is the result of the
positioning of two morphemes, Caughnawagans will, in most
cases restore the proper morpheme division and pronounce the
proper phoneme to the sequence. However, where these sequences
have occured within a morpheme, the sequence 1s lnvariably
given as /ky/ even when historically it 1s /ty/. The word
for "nine", for example /ky6ht§°/, is historically /ty/.

In the following ahalysis, [J] is restored to
/ky/ or /ty/ on morphological evidence. When there is no
evidence as to which sequence underlies the [J], it is

written as /ky/
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PHONOLOGY AND MORPHOPHONEMICS

2.1 Phonemically Mohawk 1is uncomplicated. The
consonantal phonemes are dividied into obstruents
(/t/, /x/, and /s/), laryngeals (/n/, /?/) and
resonants (//, /y/, /r/ and /w/).
There are two subsets of vqwels; oral (/i/,
/e/s /o/, and /a/) and nasal (/&/ and /5/). In addition,
Mohawk exhiblts phonemic stress and length, as well as two
junctures /,/ and /./. (See Chart One).
The obstruents all pattern similarly.
Obstruent - voiceless lenis (begins voiceless become voiced)
#V, C_V
=+ volced V_V
- palatalized _y
- volceless elsewhere
More speciflically the obstruents exhibit the follow=
ing allophony. )
/t/ an apico-alveolar stop
/t/ = [D] voiceless lenis # V and C_V
- [d] voiced V. V
- Lth] releaséd and aspirated _k, _h
-~ [J] palatalized _y
- [t] unreleased elsewhere
The following are examples of the allophony.
/takd </ - [Dagbdes] "cat"s /6°n§ste°/-+ [6-n§sDe9] "corn"s

/ota*ra?/ » [oda*ra?] "brim of a hat"
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CHART ONE - PHONEMES

C ONSONANTS
Alveolar Palatal Velar [Larungeal
Obstruents t k
s
Laryngeals h
?
Resonants n
r y w
VOWELS
Front Central Back
high 1 §
mid e E o
low a
Length /- /

Stress with even pitch 7 °/, with falling pitch / ‘/
Juncture /,/ and /./



/6tkB?/ > [61:“0’1;'?] "spirit"
/s6ty¥/ > [265%] "sit down"
/séshét/ > [Zéshet] "count"
/k/ is a dorsb—velar stop with the following allophony.
/k/ + [G] voiceless lenis (as above) # V, C_V
-+ [g] voiced V_V
-> [khj released and aspirated _h, _k, _s
> [J] palataized _y
-+ [k] unreleased elsewhere
The following forms exemplify the allophony.
/kahnawa?ke/ - [Gahnawa*ge] "on the rapids"
/skanyatar{ eyo/ = [sGanyadari yo] "Handsome Lake"
/{+keks/ » [f+geks] "I eat"
/khe-kes/ [kne-gesj "I see them"
/wakke°/ - [wathe°] "I saw 1it"
/oksa/’» LakhZa] "hurry up"
/wakye/ -> [waje] "I have"
/w{sk/ > [w{sk] five
/s/ undergoes the following allophonic changess
/s/ » [2] voiceless lenis (as above) #V, C_V
»> [z] VvV
ky

- [8] somewhat palatalized _y, _ty,
-> [é] elsewhere
The allophony 1s illustrated below.
/sdshet/ - [Zashet] "count"
/oksa/ + [ékPZa] "hurry up"
/ise?/ » [{-ze?] "you"
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/syastSs/ » [éyé'dﬁs] "you write"
/6-5@ste°/ -> té;nﬁsDeVJ "corn"
| The sequences'/ts/ and /kw/ pattern phonologically
like the obstruents.
/t8/ ~ [D2] #.V, C_V
> [daz] V.V
> [ts] elsewhere
Examples of these can be seen in the followling words.
/tsae tah/ » [D2d+dah] "seven"
/otsikhé®ta?/ - [odzikPhé?da?] "sugar"
/ké*ts/ + [Gé'ts] "come 6n"
/kw/ » [GW] #V, CV
> [gw] V_V
The sequence /kw/ has been found in no other positions.
Examples of 1ts occurance appear below.
/kwéskwes/ > [GWésGWes] "pig"
/akﬁat§°t/ - [agﬁat?‘t] "my aunt” (French borrowing)
/akwéhi"/ > [agwahi®?] "my fruit"
| The 1aryhgea1 /h/ has a more stringly fricative
voiceless allophone before consonants, which tends to include
some oral friction at the point of articulation of the precedhng
vowel. /?/ is often co-articulated with a following /k/, which
causes a "ecreaky" qualiyy to the prodeding vowel.
The resonants are /n/, an alveolar nasaly /y/, an
unrounded palatal semi-vowels /r/, a retroflexed alveolar taps
and /w/ a velar semi-vowel with little or no 1lip rounding, but

coarticulated with spread lips (slit opening). When /ﬁh/ occurs
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the result 1s a sound ranging from a weak [f] to [b].

The resonants have volced allophones before vowels
and volced resonants. They are volceless elsewhere.

The oral vowels exhibit little allophony.

/1/ 1s a high front unrounded vowel; /e/ is a mid front
unrounded vowel. There is a low central vowel /a/ and a
mid back unrounded vowel /o/. All of the vowels are
slightly higher when lengthened.

The nasal vowel /?/ is a mid central vowel which
ranges in pronounciation from schwa to [A]. In the most
preclse speech, 1t is always nasalized, although in normal
speech 1t tends to be nasalized only when stressed or when
in terminal posltion.

The high back unrounded nasal vowel /§/, like
/?/ 1s always nasalized in the most careful speech, but
in more rapid speech 1s nasalized only when stressed or
terminal. When /?/ i1s stressed and 1s followed by /h/, 1t often
approaches a syllabic [m] in articulation.

It 1s to be noted that the tilde used in
symbollzing these two vowels represents not only nasal-
ization, but change of position as well. What 1s transcribed
here as /E/ is [3], with or without nasalization. Similarly
/3/ is [u] or [ﬁ]. Neither of these vowels is ever articulated
in the position of the pure%y oral vowels /e/ or /o/.

2.2 There are three suprasegmentals; stress, length and
tone, the 1last of which 1s derived mopphophonemically.

Stress 1s nearly predictable. In the majority of
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words 1t falls on the penultimate syllable. In those cases
where 1t does not, 1t 1s usually on the antepenultimate
syllable (e.g. /6°nEste°/). This can be accounted for by
assuming that thé rule of stress placement (1.e. oﬁ the
penultimate syllable) must precede vowel epenthésis. Epene
thetic vowels are inserted 1in accordance with rules stated
in section .2.2. In the word "corn", /6-n§éte°/, given
above as an example, the underlying forh is a sequence of
morphemes {-o=-]} "noun prefix", i-ngst-} the stem for "corn",
and {=?} noun suffix. Stresé.placement and then vowel epenthesis
operate on the string in that order. Thus o il nést 422
0* n¥st? (vowel length 1s automatic here - see section 2.3) =
b nTste?.
| There are, however, a few words in which the stress
falls on the last syllable. Two examples are /takd* s/ "cat"
and /ista/ "mother". |

.Since there are sufficient words in which the stress
is not immediately predictable (if at all), stress will be
marked on all forms.

2.3 Like stress, vowel length 1s nearly predictable. A
vowel which 1s stressed and occtrs before a single consonant
is long, In most cases. There are no cases where a long
vowel occurs in a position other than before a single consoant
and under stress. There are however, some words where a vowel
is stressed before a single consonant and is not long. The
near minimal pair /f:se?/ "you" and /isﬂ? "there" indicate

that length needs to be marked.
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For some speakers of Mohawk tone is, strictly
speaking, phonemic. There are minimal pairs, such as
/okasra®/ "story" and /ckasra?/ "eye". It can be demonstemted
howéver, that tone 1s derived from a morphophonemic rule
which involves an underlying /h/ or /?/. The specific
rules are given in section 2.5 . Since the underlying
/h/ or /?/ can always be discovered, tone is not marked in
the writing, but rather the underlying laryngeal 1s printed.
2.8 Mohawk morphophonemics are often complex and
highly specific. The highly specific rules will be dealt
with in the sections where the actual morphemes involved
in tbBe morphophonemics occur. There are some general
morphophonemic rules whilch can be dealt wlth without
reference to speciflc morphemes.

Mohawk has three vowels which can be used epenthetic-
alwy, /i/, /a/ and /e/. The first of these, /1/ is used
solely before words of one syllable and bears the stress.

/Y keks/ "I eat", has an underlying form of /{/ epenthetic

for stress placement (length is automatic) [=k=) "I", {(-ek-]
"to eat" and {-s-} serial aspect. The string of morphemes
would have produced a monosyllabic word, with no place to

put the stress (which should fall on the penultimate syllable).
The /1/ appears to bear the stress.

The second two epenthetic vowels /e/ and /a/ will
not bear stress. /e/ 1s used to break the following con-
sonant clusters.

Obstruent 4 /n/ - Obstruent 4 /en/
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/tn/ » /ten/
/teniwistos/ "We two (inclusive) are cold"

{=t-} "we, inclusive"

{-ni-} dual

{-wisto-]} "to be colgd"

{-s-} serial aspect
/kn/ = /ken/
/yakeniwistos/ "We two, (exclusive) are cold"

(-y-) exclusive

{(-a-} subject follows

{~k~} first person

{ni} dual

{-wisto-} "to be cold"

{-s-} serial aspect
/sn/ > /sen/
/seniwistos/ "You two are colad"

{=8=} you

{-ni-} dual

{-wisto=} to be cold

{-8-} serial aspect

In all of the abbve cases, an epenthetic /e/
i1s inserted between the pronominal prefix zad the dual marker.
Obstruent /w/ - Obstruent /ew/(except for /kw/ which becomes
/kew/ only between the four major divisions of the verb, i.e.
between the pre-pronominal prefixes and the pronominal prefixess
between the pronominal prefixes and the stem; between the
stem and the aspect). Within any of those major divisinns,

o
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or within a single morpheme the sequence /xuw/ remains /kw/.
tw/ = /tew/
/tewawistos/ "We plural are cold" (inclusive)
| {-t-} "we, inclusive"
{-wa-} plural
{-wisto-]} "to be colg"
{-s-) serial aspect
/sw/ » /sew/
/sewawistos/ "You plural are cold"
| {-s-} "you"
{-wa-} plural
{-wistos]} "to be cold"
{~s-] serial aspect
/kw/ - /kew/ (See above for the conditions when this occurs)
/kew{stos/ "I am colg"
| (-k-} "I"
{-wisto-]}"to be cold"
(-s-] serial aspect
The epenthetic /e/ 1s inserted here between the pro-
nominal division and the stem division. Within a division,
such as the pronominal division, the /e/ will not be inserted.
/yakwawistos/ "We, plural (exclusive), are cold"
| {-y-) exclusive
(-a-) subject follows
{-k-} first person
{-wa-} plural

{-wisto-)} "to be colg"
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{-s-} serial aspect
Within a single morpheme, /kw/ remains /kw/. "Pig"
/kwéskwes/, indicates the /kw/ sequence remaining /kw/
witﬁin the morpheme.
An epethetic /e,’ is also placed between and con-
sonant and a following glottal stop. C? - Ce?
/6°d§ste°/ "corn"
| {-=0-)} "noun marker"
{-n§st-} "eorn"
{=7=} noun suffix
The epenthetic /a/ is placed between an incorp-
orated noun stem which ends in a consonant, and a verb
stem which begins with a consonant which follows.
/kan?staY?thos/ "She or it" plants the corn."
{-ka-} "she or it"
{-n®st-} "corn"
(-y?tho-] "to plant"
{-s-]} serial aspect
2.5 The laryngeals morphophonemically account for the
appearance of tome. A stressed vowel, followed by /h/ and a
resonant, become a stressed vowel with length and falling
tone follwed by a resonant. ¥nR » VR
/okahra?/ - /okaera?/ "eyé"
| A stressed'vowel with length and falling tone can
also result fpom an underlying sequence of stressed vowel
followed by ?C.
/akkahra?ke/ "on my eye" - /akkahra-ke/
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A few examples have been found where ¥2C did not
become V+C. One example, /aki?whare?/ "my fur", has never
been heard as /aklewhare?/. In all eiamples where the rule
does not operate, there is an underlying (or overt) /1/
which is under stress. /0?whare?/ "fur", has an /1i/
underlying the stressed /d/, and is always pronounced with
the glottal stop.

The phoneme /h/ is lost in initial position before
a consonant. #hC = #C
/shnéht?k/ "eat gum"

| {-hs=} "you singular"

thneht-} "gum" (/ohnéhta?/)

(-'k-} "to eat" (irrégulaf verb has varient shapes)

{=8-] 1lack of aspect marker indicates imperative

Compare the above with /ihs?ks/ "You eat" where the
/h/ ocecurs when {-hs-} 1is removed~from initial position.

Intlally before vowels, /h/ = /r/.

/ri°k§s/ "I see him"
| /hi/ a first person singular acts on a third person
Singular masculine

/k?/ "to see"

/=s-/ serial aspect

Compare the above with /?hi-k@’/ "I will see him",
where the morpheme /hi/ is in non-iﬁitiai posdtion. (The
final glottal stop is a punctual aspect marker required by
the future tense marker (-%-}.

The phonemic sequence /?h/ -+ /h/.
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/wah1°k§9/ "I saw him"
| {-w-]) past tense
{-a?-)} empty. Reguired in this position. See ¥
{-hi-} first person singular acts on third person
singular masculine

{-k?—] "to see"

{-?-)} punctual aspect. Required with tense markers

Compare the above with /wa’khé'k§°/ "I saw thém" and
/khé-kés/ "I see them'. .

| In general, Mohawk does not pemmit vowel clusters.

Only /ao/ and /aG/ have been found. A general rule ViV, = Vp
explains most cases. "Fur", /0%whare?/ is the result of the
followlng string. -

{=0=} noun prefix

{i?whar-} "fur"

{<?-1 noun sufrix

Compare the above with /ak{?whare?/ "my fur" where
the /i/ re-appears when not preceded by anofher vowel.

There are two exceptions to the rule. /a/ plus /i/
becomes /?/.
/kEts?’/ "fish"

{=ka-]) prefix for some nouns

{-1ts-] "fish"

(-37-} noun suffix

Compare with /kitsékw?s/ "I take a fish out of water"
and /kékwﬁs/ "I take 1t aut of water"

‘ The second exception is /o/ plus /a/ yields /o/.
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/yagoti-wg/ "She 1is skinny"
" {~yako-) "She"
[;ati-wé) "to be skinny"
Compﬁre the above with /wakatiw?/ "I am skinny" which
results from an underlying {-wak-) "I"'and (-atiw?k} "to

be skinny".
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WORD CLASSES

3.1 Words can be defined structurally or functionally.
A functional analysis of word classes 1s based on the function
of the word in syntactic structures. Structurally, a word
can be defined in terms of ite componant parts, without
reference to 1ts grammatical usage. Since the analysis nere
is morphological, and syntax 1s not examined, the word classes
are defined here from a structural rather than functinnal
viewpoint.

3.2 Structiurally, there are three classes of words

in Mohawkj verbs, nouns and particles. The verbs are the
most complex. Mohawk verbs can be identified by their
occurance with tense morphemes. Only verbs can occur with
tense morphemes. The tense morphemes are found in the

first of the four major divisions from which morphemes

are selected. The four divisions (in their order of
occurance in a verb) are (1) pre-pronominal preflxes,

(2) pronominal prefixes (3) stems and (4) aspect suffixes.
Each major divislion has more than one position class. All
of the phonolugical rules discussed in Chapter Two oper=
ate across division boundries, and all except /kw/ = /kew/
.operaue wlignin the divisions.

Fusion preserts the greatest problem in the

analysis. In some forms, the localizatlion of meaning is

all but impossible if one requires a morpheme to be a
discrete form and a discrete meaning. The example given by

Lounsbury (1953) will illustrate the problem.
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(1) /katkdthos/ "I see it"
(2) / watkﬁthos/ "She or 1t sees 1it"
(3) / wa°k§tkétho°/ "I saw 1it"
(4) / §tk§tho5/ "She or 1t saw 1t"
fhe éegmentation of the first three forms 1s as
follows.
/katkathos/ "I see it"
. {-k-} Pirst person singular "I"
{-atkatho-} stem "to see"
{-s-) serial aspect
/watkathos/ "She or it sees 1t"
| {-w-} "She or it"
{-atkatho-} stem "to see"
{-s-]) serial aspect
/wa%katkdtho?/ "I saw 1t"
{w=) past tense
{-a?-]} empty morph, required in this position
(~k-} first person singular "I"
{-atkatho-] stem "to see"
{=7-] punctual aspect, requirdd with tense markers
The last form /§tkéthos/ 1s not so easily segmented.
An underlyiqg sequence */waéwatkétho°/ can be postulated along
with a rule that turns sequences.of/(w)a(°)wa/ > /3/ when such
sequences occur in the pronominal prefix division. (Else-
where /(w)a(?)wa/ can occur).
Anoﬁher possibility 1s to assume the fusion of the

meanings of past tense, third person singular "She or it",
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and the information that the following verb 1s an a-stem
verb are contained in the phonological shape /3/ and

not postulate underlying phonological shapes. In the
following analysis, segmentatlon of highly fused forms

that require highly specific rules for analysis are to

be regarded as etymological in nature.

3.3 Nouns are composed of a noun prefix (either /ka/
or /o/ which appear to be morphologically conditioned) and

a noun suffix (either /?/, /a?/ or /o?/ also morphologically

conditioned).

Patticles are uninflected. There are several
words /kwéskwes/ and /kitkit/ ("pig" and "chicken") for
example, which are uninflected, but it would be unwise to
classify them as particles. They are unusual in their
structure (both are duplicative) and appear to be borrowings
from French. In all probability they are the sounds used to
call the animals.

3.4 The following five chapters discuss each of the

four major divisions of the verb and the structure of the

nouns.
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THE PRE-PRONOMINAL PREFIXES
4.1 The pre-pronominal prefix division contains all
of the morphemes whilch can occur before any of the pro-
nomindl prefixes. There are eleven sucl morphemes, and they
are indicated in their relative positions in Chart Two.

While there is some variatlon in the phonemic shapes
of some of the morphemes, it 1s not great. The greatest
complexity arises from the appearance of empty morphs,
and the selection rules which determine which of the two
past tense markers, {-w-)} (position class 2) and {-a-} posi
tion class 6) is to appear.

There are two empty morphs which have the phonemic
shapes /-a?-/ and /;ﬁk/. The first, /-a?-/ 1s inserted after
posgition cléss two, in accordance with the following rules.
1) Insett /-a?-/ whenever a member of pesition class one or

| two occurs with the dualic.

2) Insert /-a?-/ whenewer any member of position class one
or two occurs and 1is lmmediately followed
by a pronominal prefix and a verb stem 1in
a punctual aspect.

The empty morph /J§-/ occurs between position class
four and five. The rules for its insertion are as follows.
1) Insert /23-/ whenever position class 5 and 6 are filled,

and at least one member of position class
1,2,3, or 4 occurs (with the exception of

the future tense marker {-%-}.)
Chart III indicates the combinatorlal possibilitgies
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of the morpnemes which form tbe pre-proncminal prefig
divislon. Varilent shapes are discussed below, as are the
ranges of meaning for each of the morphemes.
4.2 The partitive {-n-} 1s used to indicate the number
three or more, and 1s generally translated as 'number of
times?, tamount of!' etc. ’
/kayée r1 nikahwistake?/ "Four dollars"
/w{sk nihfk?b/ "I see him five times"
| /wisk/ "five"
/hihi-k$s/ "I see him that many times"
i-n-} apartitive. ' s the shape /-ni-/ when
it precedes directly any member of
position class five, or a pronominal
prefix.
{-hi-} "I to him" first person singular acts on
a third person singular masculilne
{-k&-} verb root "to see"
{-s-) serial aspect
4.3 The coincident {-sh-)} 1s used to indicate that ewents
occured at the same time.
/shikew{stos/ "When I das cold"

" (~sh-) coincident. Has phonetic shape /shi/ when
it precedes immedlately a member of position
class five, or a pronominal prefix.

(-k-} first person singular
/-e-/ epénthetic

{-wisto-) verb root "to be cold"
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{-s-] serial aspect (generally translated as present
tense)

The contrastive {-th-} 1s used to indlcate that

Bhe action 1s somehow different than normal.
/thinik® reks/ "I tap him with my fist" {compare with
| /rik® reks/ " I punch him"

(th-) contrastive (has shape /thi/ when occurs
immediately preceding a member of position
class five or a pronominal prefix)

{-hi-} first person singular acts on a third persm

singular masculilne

{-kBrek-} verb stem "to punch"

{-s-] serial aspect.

The contrastive 1is also used as a negative prefix

in all cases where the negative prefix does not occur (i.e.
the negative prefix {te?-]} occurs only when no other pre=-
pronominal prefix 1s preéent, or only a member from position
class five 1s present.) When used as a negative, it 1is pre
ceded by the negative particle {yah]).
/yéh tha®?tehayahya®ks/ "He doesn't cross over 1it"

‘ {yéh) negative particle
{tﬁ-] contrastive, here used as a negative
/=-a%«/ empty morph. See rules in section 4.1
f-te-} dualic used to indicate change of state or

position

{-ha-} pronomfnal prefix "he"

{-yahka?k-} verb stem "to croms over" (requires dualic)



35

{-s-} serial aspect

The past tense markers {-w=-1} in position class
two, and {-a-} in position class six both have the meaning
"bast tense". The {-w-]} 1s generally found rollowed by the
empty morph /-a°-/. The exceptions occur when the past
tense marker is‘followed by the pronominal prefixes
for the second person dual and plural (nominative),
first person dual and plural inclusive (nominative),
and the second person dual and plural (in the oblique
cases. Under these clrcumstancds the past tense appears
as {-we-}. The second exception occurs when the past tense
and the third person neuter zoic form {-w-)} (i.e. "she or
1t") occur with an a-stem verb. In this instance the
past tense, the neuterzoic and the /a/ of the a-stem
all appear to be containéd in a single phoneme /5/
/wa®khée k&?/ I saw them

" {-w-) past tense
{-a?-} empty morph
{-khe-]) rirst person singular acts on third person
plural (i.e. I act on them)

fk&-} stem "to see"

{-?<} punctual aspect. Required with {-w=}
/wetewatkatho?/ "We all (inclusive) saw 1t" ‘

{-w-} past tense marker, here in the form /-we-/

as required when followed by first person
plural inclusive (nominative) pronoun.

{-t-} first person inclusive
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/e/ epenthetic

{~=wa=} plural

{-atkatho-} verb stem "To see"

{-?-) punctudl aspect (required with {(-w=}

/Stkatho?/ "She (neuter zoic) see 1t"

{-3=-) contains the meanings of past tense, third-
person singular "she or 1i" (neu.er-zoic),
and the imformation that the stem is an
a-stem verb.

{-atkatho-} verb stem "to see". The /a/ 1is lost

in this construction
{-?-} punctual aspect
The past tense marker {-a-} occurs whenever the
fifth posigion class is filled and the verb is in a punctual
aspect, and no other definite tense marker occurs.
/sah{-k§°/ "I saw him again"
| (-s-} iterative

(-a-} past tense

{-hi-} rfirsg person singular ac{s on a third person

singular masculine (i.e. I act on him)

{-kEL} vert root "to see"

{-?-] punctual aspect (required with past tense)

Compare the above with /shi°k§s/ "I see him again"

The translocative morpheme, f-ye-}, when used with

verbs of motion indicates a direction away from the speaker.
With stative verbs 1t indicates the event occured at some

distance from the speaker.
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/yehihyé~t5s/ "I write to him"
[-ye—l translocatives direction away from speaker
{<hi~]} I act on him
{-hyatﬁkl verb stem "to write"
{=s5-} serial aspect
Compare the above with /rihyé°t§s/ "I write on him"
and /tehakhyé°t§é/ "He writes to me". The first indicates
the loss of hotion when the translocative morpheme 1s removed.
The second contains the clsdocative morpheme /t/ which has
the phonetic shape /te/ when it occurs with no other tense
markers and indicates direction toward the speaker. It is
followed by the morpheme {-hak-} "he acts on me". The rest
is as above. The two locatives are required to give direction
and it is clear from the examples that the direction in
regard to speaker, when the speaker 1is one of the actors,
determines which will be used.
/ya®tehayahya?ks/ "He goes across 1it" (from this side to the
| | other)
{=ye-} translocative (the /e/ is lost when followed
by a vowel, as here (Seerule ViVy - V. p.z7)
/=-a?-/ empty morph
{-te-) dualic
{-ha=} "he"
{-yahya?k-} verb stem "to cross over"
{«s<} serial aspect
/ya°h{-k§9/ "I saw him over there"

{-ye-)} translocative



/=a%/ empty morph

{-hi=} I to him

{-kB-} verb stem "to see"

(-2~} punctual aspect.

The dualic morpheme is used in enumerating
two objects. It has the phonemic shape /-te-/ when there
are no tense markers. Otherwise it has the shape /-t-/.
/tekahwdtstake?/ "two dollars"

| It also occurs with verbs which require two agents.

/tesatatyésna/ Wrestlel

{=t=) dualic ihas shape /-te-/ when no other tense

markers occur.

{«s-) senond person

(-atatyena-} stem "to wrestle"

The dualic is also used to indicate change of
state or posltion
/wa’thayzﬁyahke°/ He crossed over it

{=w-) past tense

[’-a"-ﬁ/ empty morph

{-t-} dualic

{=ha=]} "he"

{-yahyahk-} stem "to cross over"

{-s-] serial aspect

The future tense marker has two shapes/kék/ and
/=0=/. The first occurs in all cases except when the
following pronominal prefix is a feminine indefinite

acting on any oblique except the second person dual.
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/®ni-k&?/ "I will see him"
| [-§;} future tense

{-hi-} first person singular acts on a third

person singular mascdaline (I act on him)

[—ké;} verb stem "to see"

{-?-) punctual aspect (required with l-?b}

/oyﬁkg§°/ She will see me
| {-0-} future tense in shape it has with feminine-
indefinite pronominals.

{-yﬁk-] She (feminine- indefinites used for very
young, or very old women, and women who
are entitled to respect. Also used for
"one" as an indefinite)

(-k&-] "to see"

{-2-]) punctual aspect

The indefinite tense has a range of meaing from

optdtive to subjunctive. It has the basic shape {(-a-}
/ani-k&?/ "Let me see him"

{-a=} indefinite

{<hi-} I act on him

{-kﬁ}} stem "to see"

{=7<} punctual aspect

/tahayahyahke®/ "for him to cross over it"

(=t~} dualic

{-a-) indefinite

{-ha-} "he

{-yahyahk-) stem "to cross over"
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/e/ epenthetic

{-2-} punctual aspect

The iterative {-s-} has, as its most common meaning,
"again".
/sah{+k¥?/ "I saw him again"

{-s-} iterative

{-a-} past tense. when position class 5 is filled

{-hi~} I act on him

{-k8-}) stem "to see"

{-7~} punctual appect

With the verb root {-ti-}, the iterative has the
meaning "on the other side of".
/skahnéntati/ "On the other side of the pine trees'

 {-s-) iterative ’

{-ka-) pronomtnal prefix "it" (neuter zoic)

{-hneht-} "pine tree"

/a/ stem joiner, epenthetic

(-Ti-] stem "to be located"

The 1terative also appears in some words to mean
"the one characterized by".
/skahnyﬁhsa’/ "moose" (i.e. the one characterized by a nose)

| {-s-} iterative

{-ka~)} third person neuter zoic "it"

{-hnyﬁhsa’-} "nose"

The cislocative {-t-} has as one of 1ts meanings,
direction toward the speaker.

/tBtahayahyahke?/ "He came across it" (i.e. toward me)
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(-t-} dualic (required by the stem {[-yahyahk-)

/5/ empty morph

{-t=]) cislocative; motion towards me

{-a-} past tense

(-ha=} third person singular masculine "he"

{-yahyahk-} "to cross over"

Ye/ epenthetic

{=?=} punctual aspect (required by past tense)

The cislocative 1s used to denote the superlative
in verbs of quality.
/tkakhwéks?/ The worst food

 {-t=) clslocative

{-ka=) thrid person aingular feuter zoic (it)

{<khw=) "foogd"

(-aks®-] "to be bad"

Compare the above with /kakhwéks?/ "bad food"
4.y Chart Three shows the segmentéd pre=prcnominal prefixes.
They have been segmented from the illustrati@e paradligms which
follow. The examples occur in the order of presentation on
Chart Three.
/§'n1- k&?/ "I will see hinm"

(=&} future tense

{(-hi-} I act on him

(-k&-] "to see"

{-?~} punctual aspect
/wah{e k&?/ "I saw him"

{-w-] past tense



/-a?%/ empty morph
(-hi-} I act on him
{ke-] "to see"
{-7-) punctual aspect
/anh{+k&?/ "let me see him"
| {-a-)} indefinite tense
(-hi-} I act on him
{-kE;] "to see"
{-?-) punctamal appect
/shi-kgs/ "I see him again"
| {-s-) iterative
{-hi-} I act on him
[-ké%] "to see"

{-s-] serial aspect
/Esh{°k€°/ I will see him again
| (-?L] future tense

{-s-} iterative
{-hi-} I act on him
(-k&-} "to see"
{-7-} punctual aspect

/sau1°k§°/ "I saw him again"

| {-s-) iterative

{-a-) past tense
{-hi-} I act on him
{-k&-} "to see"
{-?-} punctual aspect

/a%sah{k®?/ "for me to see him again"



{-a-] indefinite
/L§-/ empty morph
{-s-} 1terative
{-a-} past tense
{=hi<) I act on him
[-kEL] "to see"
{-2-} punctual aspect
/thakhyé°t§s/ "He writes to me"
" {=t-) cislocative
{-hak-) he acts on me
[-hyatﬁ-} "to write"
{-s-} serial aspect
/Ethakhyét?’/ "He will write to me"
'GEJ future
(=t=} cislocative
{-hak-} he acts on me
{-hyatﬁ-] "to write"
{(-?-} punctual aspect
/tahakhyé°t§°/ "He wrote to me"
{=t-) cislocative
{-a-) past tense
{-hak-} he acts on me
{-hyat3-} "to write"
{-?-] punctual aspect
/h?tahakhyé°t§°/ "let him write to me"
{-a=) indefinite

/-0~/ empty
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{-t-)} cislocative
{-a-]) past tense
{-hak-] he acts on me
[-hyatﬁ;} "to write"
{-2-] punctual
/tehayahya®ks/ "He crosses over it"
{=te-) dualic
{=ha=} "ne"
{-yahya?k-} "to cross over" (has shape /-yahyahk-/
when it is follwwed by another syllable)
(-s-] serial aspect
/tEhayéhyahke’/ He will cross over it
(-t~} dualic
(-Ekl future
{-ha=} "ne"
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{=?~} punctual aspect
/wa’thayéh&ahke’/ He crossed over it
aw=) past tense
/-a?-/ empty morph
{-t-) dualic
{-ha=} "he"
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic

{=?-} punctual aspect



/tahayahyahke?/ For him to cross over 1t
(-t~} dualic
{~a-} indefintte
{=ha=} "he"
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over it"
/e/ epenthetic
{=?~} punctual aspect
/yeh{-kés/ "I see him over there"
| {-ye-] translocative
{-hi-} I act on him
[-kékl "to see"
{-s<} serial aspect
/y?hﬁk?s/ I will see him over there
| (=y~} translocative
[;§%} future tense
{=hi-} I act on him
(-k?kl "to see"
{-s-} serial aspect
/yalkhé-k?’/ I saw them over there
" {=y-) translocative
¥-a?-/ empty morph
{=khe-} I act on them
{-ké;] "to see"
{~?~) punctual aspect
/yahi-ké?/ "Let me see him over there"
| {=y~¥ translocative

{-a-} indefinite



{-hi<} I act on him
{-kS-} "to sece"
{-?-} punctual aspect
/teshaydhya?®ks/ He crosses over it azain
| {-te~} dualic
{-s=] iterative
{<ha-} "ne"
{-yahya%k=-} "to cross over"
{-s-]} serial aspect
/t?shayéhyahke’/ He will cross over it again
" (-t~ dualic
[-?FJ future
(-s-) iterative
{-ha=} "ne"
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{=?=} punctual aspect
/tﬁsahayéh&ahke’/ "he crossed over 1t again"
{-t-) dualic
/3/ empty morph
«g=} iterative
{-a-} past tense
{=ha=} "he"
(«yahyahk-]} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic

{-?-} punctual aspect



/ta?sahayéhyahke’/ for him to cross over it again
{-t-) dualic
{-a-} indefinite
/3/ empty morph
{-s-} iterative
{-a-} past tense
{-ha=]} "ne
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over
/e/ epenthetic
{-2-} punctual aspect
/tethayéhyaké/ He comes across it (i.e. toward me)
| {-ted dualic
{-t-) cislocative
{~ha-} "he"
{-yahyak-} "to cross over"
{-s-] serial aspect
/tEthayahyahke’/ He will cross over it (i.e. toward me)
{-t~) dualic
(-8~} future tense
{-t-} cislocative
{-ha-)} "ne"
{-yahyanhk-} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{=?=} punctual aspect
/ﬁ?tahayéhyahke9/ He crossed over 1t (i.e. toward me)

{-t-] dualic

/S/ empty morph
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{(=t=} cislocative
(-a-} past tense
{<ha=]} "he"
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{-?-} punctual aspect
/taﬁtahayéhyébke°/ let him cross over it (i.e. toward me)
{~t-} dualic
(-a-]} indefinite
¥=3-/ empty
{=t-]} cislocative
(-a-]} past tense
{<ha=} "he"
{~-yahyahk-} "to cross over"
/e/epenthetic
{~?-) punctual aspect
/yeshi-k?s/ "I see him over there again"
" {-ye~) translocative
{-s-] iterative
{-hi-} I act on him
(-k?k} "to see"
{-s-]) serial aspect
/y§shi-k§°/ "I will see him over there again
" {-y-) translocative
_[-E;} future tense
(-5~} iterative

{-hi-} I act on him
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/y?sahi-k€9/ I saw him over there again
" {-y-) translocative
/-3-/ empty morph
{-s-] 1terative
{-a-} past tense
{-hi-} I act on him
[-k?kl "to see”
{-2-} punctual aspect
/ya?Sah{-k§°/ For me to see him over there again
| (-y-] translocative
{-a=) inderinite
{-3-} empty morph
{~s-) iterative
{-a-} past tense
{-hi-} I act on him
{-k&-) "to see"
{-2-} punctual aspect
/ya®tehayahya®ks/ "He goes across 1t" (i.e. away from me)
t-y-l translocative
/=-a?-/ empty morph
{-te~} dualic
(«ha=] "he-
{~yahyaBk-} "to cross over"
{~s-) serial aspect
/&a’téhayaﬁya”ke’/ He will go across it (away from me)
{-y=] translocative

{-a?-} empty morph
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{-t-} dualic
[—§¥] future tense
{-ha=} "ne"
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over
/e/ epenthetlc
{-7-} punctual aspect
/ya?thayahkyahke?/ He went across 1t (away from me)
.{-y-} translocative
{(-a%=]) empty
{-t-} dualic
{-ha=} "he"
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{=2-} punctual aspect
/ya?tahayahyahke?/ "For him to go across it"
t-y-] translocative
{(-a?-} empty
(-t=-) dualic
{-a-) past
{=ha=} "ne"
{-yahyahk-}"to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{-7=} punctual aspect
/ya?teshayahyaRmks/ "He‘%oes across 1t again (away from me)"
{?y-]/translocative
{-a?-} empty motph
[-te—} dualic
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{-s=] 1iterative
{-ha-} "he"
{-yahya®k-} "to cross over"
{-s-]) serial aspect
/ya?tSshaydhyahke?/ "He will go across it again"(away from me)
L;y-] translocative
{-a?-} empty morph
{~t-} dualic
{-EL] future tense
{-s=) 1terative
{~ha=-} "he"
{-yahyahk-} to go across
/e/epenthetic
{-?-} punctual aspect
/ya’tShahayéhyahke’/ "He went across it again" (Away fpom me)
{-&-] translocative
{-a?-} empty morpheme
{~t=} dualic
/-5-/ empty morpheme
{~s-/ 1terative
{-a~]) past tense
{=ha=} "he"
{-yahyahk-} "to cross ower"
/e/ epenthetic
{«?-} punctual aspect
/ya°ta§sahayéhyahke9/ "For him to go across it again"

{~y-]) tranlocative



{-a?-} empty morph
{-t=] dualic
{-a-] indefinite
YLSL/ empty morph
{-s-]) iterative
{-a=] past tense
{-ha=} "he"
{-yahyahk-} "go cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{~-%-) punctual aspect
/wisk nikhé°k§s/ "I see them five times"
[;wisk-} five
{-ni-} partitive
{~khe-} I act on them
{-k&-) "to see"
{~-s-]} serial aspect
/wisk nEkhé-kE’/ "I will see them five times"
{wisk) rive
{«n-} partitive
{-&} future tense
{~khe-} "I act on them"
(-k&-} "to see" .
{-?-~]} punctual aspect
/wisk na’khé-k?’/ "I saw them five times"
[wisk) five ' .
{=n-} partitive

(-a?-) empty
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(~khe-} I act on them
{-k&-} to see
(=7<} punctual aspect
/wisk nakhék§°/ Let me see them five times
(-wisk-) five
{-n-} partitive
{-a-} indefinite
{-khe-} I act on them
{~k&-} "to see"
(-2-} punctual aspect
/wisk niskhékés/ Again I see them five times
(wisk) five
{-ni-} partitive
-s-} iterative
-khe-} I act on them
[-kékl "to see"
{-s-)} serial aspect
/wisk nEbkhé-kgs/ Azain I will see them five times
. [wisk] five
{«n-} partitive
(-§¥} future
(-s-) iterative
{=khe-} I act on them
{-k&-} "to see"
{-?-} punctual aspect
/wisk n§sakhé°k§°/ Again I saw them five times
(wisk} five

{~n-) partitive



/#?-/ empty morph
{-s-] iterative
{-a~) past tense
{-khe-} I act on them
(k&) "to see"
{-?-} punctual aspect
/wisk naGSsakhé+k€?/ For me to see them five times
(wisk) rive
{n-} partitive
{-a-} indefinite
i-S;] empty morph
{-s-} 1terative
(-a-} past tense
{=khe-} I act on them
(-k&-]} to see |
{=?-} puctual aspect
/wisk nithakhyd-tSs/ "He writes to me five times"
{wisk} five
{ni-} partitive
{-t-} cislocative
{-hak-} he acts on me
(-hyatd-} "to write"
{-s-} serial aspect
/wisk dﬁthakhyé-tﬁ’/ He will.write to me five times
(wisk) frive
{n-} partitive

{-8-] future tense
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{=t=]) cislocative
{~-hak-] he acts on me
[-hyat§-}to Heite
{-2-~) punctual aspect
/wisk nStahakhyé: t5?/ He wrote to me five times
(wisk) five
{n=} partitive
[-3—/ empty morph
(=t-} cislocative
{~a-]) past tense
(=hak-]} he acts on me
{-hyat§¥}to write
(-?-} punctual aspect
/wisk naﬁtahakhyé't§°/ for him to write to me five times
(wisk} five
{n-} partitive
{<a-] inderinite
[-§¥/ empty morph
{-t=] cislocative
{-a-) indefinite
/wisk na?tehayahya®ks/ He crosses over it five times
(wisk} rive
{n-} partitive
/-a%-/ empty morph
{-te-]} dualic
{-ha=]} "ne"

{~-yahya?k-] "to cross over"
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{-s-] serial aspect
/wisk na’t?hayéhyahke’/ He ®@ill cross over it five times
{wisk) rfive
{n-} partitive
{-a?=} empty morph
{=t=} dualic
{-13—} future tense
{-ha-] he
{-yahyahk-} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{=?-} punctual aspect
/wisk na®thaydhyahke?/ He crossed over it five times
{wisk) five
{n-} partitive
{-a?-} empty morph
(=t} dualic
{<ha-} he ‘
(-yahyahk=} "to cross over"
/e/ epenthetic
{<?-) punctual aspect
/  wisk na?taChaydhyahke?/ for him to cross over five times
| (wisk) five
{n-} partitive
/=a?%-/ empty morph
{-t-J - © . dudlic
{~a=) indefinite

{-B-/ empty morph
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{=ha=} "he"

{~yahyahk-} vo cross over
/e/ epenenhetic
{-°-) punctual aspecc
/w-sk nyekné-k€s/ I seethém over there five times
{wisk) frive
{n-} partitive
{-ye-} translocative
{=khe-} I act on ﬁhem
l-kg;} to see
{=s=] , serial aspect
/wisk nyékhé*k?’/ I will see him over there five times
{wisk] five
{n-] partitive
(-y-) translocative
[-?L} future tense
{-khe-]} I act on them
[-ké;} "to see"
{-2-) punctual aspect
/wisk nya’khé-k§°/ I saw him over there five times
(wisk) five
{8-] partitive
{-y=) translocative
/=~a?-/ empty morph
(-khe-) I act on them
(-k&-) to see

{<-?~} punctual aspect
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/wisk nyakhé-kﬁ/ for me to see him over there five times
{wisk) five
{n-} partitive
{-ya) transliocative
(-a-} indefinite
{-khe-} I act on them
{-ké;} to see

(-2~} punctual aspect



CHART TWO =

PRE- PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

I II
n(1) W
ts(1) ye

sh(1)

I1T1 Iv Vv Vi
t(e) a (3) s a

] t

- s D R T G S o Ve ... te‘,----—_---—------—--———

Vowels which occur 1in an allomorph appear above in

parenthesis, as do empty morphs.

The morphemes occuring in this division ares

Position I
(f(1)-)
{ts(1)-)
{sn(1)-)

Position 1II
(-w=1}
{-ye=]

Position III
{-t(e)-]

Position IV
(=a-]
(-2-)

Position V'
{-s5-]
{-t-]

Position VI
{-a-]

partitive
coincident

contrastive

past tense

translocative

dualic

indefinite

future

iterative

clslocative

past tense
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Indefinite
a=-

a?sa-

aﬁta

ta-

ya?ta-
ya’fa?sa-
na-
naCsa-
na?ta-
na?ta®

nya-

CHART THREE
No tense Future Past
Tense alone - §& wa?s
Iterative 8- €s- sa-
Cisloc T= gt- ta-
Dualic te- t?k wa?t-
Transloc. ye= yék ya?-
Dua. & It. tes- t?b- tﬁsé—
Dua. & Cis. tete t&t- tOta-
Trans & It yes= yés- y?sa-
Trans & Dua. ya?te=- ya’ték ya?t-
Tr,Du, It ya?tes- ya°t§s- ya’tﬁsa-
Partltive ni- n§; na°;
Part & It nis- n?s- nﬁsé-
Part & Cis nit- n?t- n?ta-
Part & Du na?te- na?te- na?t-
Part & trans nyé- nyé? nya?-
Part, Du, It ===Prefix na? to RoW 6 =eccccccccccacaaa
Part, Du, C1S =~Prefix na? to ROW T =-==-m=== —mmmm———

Part, Trans,It =Prefix n tO RoW 8-wc-cccmccacaccaaa.

Part,Trans, Du. = Prefix n to ROW Qeec-cemcccacea.aas

Part, Trans, Du It. -==Prefix n to RoWw 1l0==cee- -

Coincident === substitute sh for n Rows 16-20
Contrastive -=-=-substitiite th for n Rows 16=20

Neg. Aux

Neg, It.

25 Neg, Cis

te%

The contrastive is used in place

te?s-

te?tw-

of the [=te?-} for all other cases
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PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

5.1 The pronominal prefix division contains many
phonological sequences which frequently occur with the same
meaning. Like the pre-pronominal prefixes, 1t 1s somewhat dif—
ficult to decide whether these sequences can be classifled
as morphemes, since there 1s much variation as well as
similarity. Rules are needed to predict the various phono-
logical shapes as well as the order of the sequences. As
with the pre-pronotdinal prefixes, the required number of
rules outnumbers the forms produced. It may therefore be
preferable to regard any sequence of phonemes between the
pre-pronominal prefix division (1f there 1s one; 1if not,
then from the start of the word) to the stem as a single
morpheme, whlich can be etymologically broken into components.
All the possible pronominal forms can be displayed in accord-
ance with the"word-paradigm" model, and then analyzed.
5.2 It 1s necessary even with the W-P approach to
specify two classes of pronominal prefixes - those that
occur with transitive verbs, and those that occur with
intransitive verbs.

The most obvious difference between the two is
that the pronominal prefixes occuring with transitive verbs
mark both the subject and oblique (i.e. any non-subject
category). Those pronominal prefixes occurring with
intransitlive verbs mark only the subject.

The semantic fleld for the two classes 1s somewhat

different (see Chart Four). The pronominal prefixes occuring
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with intransitive verbs distinguish a $ingular, dual and
plural number and a first, second and third person. The
first person dual and plural are marked for inclusivity and ex-
clusivity. The third person singular maintains a three way con-
trast. A masculine form is used for all males (male names,
which are grammatically non-masculine require the masculine
form with the verbs they are the subjects of. E.g. /skanyatari'yo/
"Handsome lLake" 1s a male name and requires the male prefix
{-ha-} (or {ra-} in initial position) as in /skanyatari-yo
raw{stos/ "Handsome Lake is c¢old"). The neuter-zoic is
used for inanimate objects, animals (regardless of sex,
unless one wishes to emphasise that the animal was male,
in which case the masculine 1is used), women of one's own
age group, and women of child bearing age. The final form,
the female-indefinite is used for "little old ladies", young
girls, and one's female relatives of ascending generations. It
1s also used to connotate daitiness. It also functions as an
indefinite for either sex.

The dual and plural third person forms distinguish
masculine and non-masculine categories.
5.3 The transitive verb pronominal prefixes distinguish
a somewhat different semantic fleld. In addition, the same
distinctions are not made for the subjects as are for the
obliques.
5.4 The subjJects reveal a three way distinction in
number; singular, dual and pluraly and a three way distinction

in person: a first second and third. The dual, however, lacks
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CHART FOUR

SEMANTICS OF THE PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

Subjects

First Singular

Second Singular

Third Singular Masculine

Transitive Verb Pronominal Prefixes

Objects

First Singular
Second Singluar

Third Singular Masculine

Third Singular Neuter-Zolc Third Singular Neuter-Zoic

First Dual Inclusilve

Firgt Dual Exclusive

Second Dual

First Plural

Second Plural

Third Plural (also F-I)

First Dual

Second Dual
First Plural
Second Plural

Third Plural*

*distingulshes masculine vs. non-masculine only with

third person plural subject

NOTE+ Not all combinations are possible

First
person

Second

Person

Third
Person

Singular

" I"

You (Sing.)

Masculine
Neuter-2oic
Fem.-Indef.

Intransitive Verb Pronominal Prefixes

Dual Plural
We two (inclusive) We Plural (inclusive)

We two (exclusive) We Plural (exclusive)

You (dual) You (plural)
Masculine Masculine
Non-masculine Non-masculine
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a third person, and when theee are two actors, they are
regarded with the transitive verbs, as plural. The third
person singular distinguishes a mascullne and neuter-zolcs;

the feminine-indefinite is expressed as a third person plural.
The distinction between the inclusive and exclusive first
person dual and plurals is lost in all but one case: "We

two inclusive act on a nueter-zoic"(/-htshakeni-/) and "We
two exclusive act on a neuter zoic" (/-hshakeni-/). (The
translation "Acts on" is used as a device to mark a subject
(1.e. the actor) and a non-subject (i.e. the one acted on).
The phrase "acts on" is not to be taken literally).

5.5 In the obliques three numbers and three persons are
distinguished. Like the subject forms, all three persons

are distinguisked 1in the singular and plural, but only two
are distinguished 1in the dual. The inclusive-exclusive distinc-
tion 1s lost entirely. The third person plural expresses a mas-
culine non-masculine distinction only when acted upon by a
third person plural subject.

5.6 A final distinction between the intransitive verb
pronominal prefixes and those which occur with the transitive
verbs 1s revealed when the verbs are inflected for the
"perfective aspect" (see chapter seven). Intransitive verbs
use a different set of pronominal prefixes with perfective
aspecte than are used with non-perfective aspects. No such
change occurs with the transitive verb pronominal prefixes.
5.7 One other point should be made here. The forms of

trangsitive verb prefixes ghat occur with a neuter-zoic
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object are almost identical to those found with the non-
perfective pronominal prefixes for the same person (e.g.
"I" subjecty "1t" objJect is {~k-}. "I" as the subject of an
intransitive verb 1in a non-perfective aspect is also {-k-1).
One may also analyze these forms as not marking the "it"
object.

The transitive pronominal prefixes that occur with
a neuter-zolc actor, are basically the same as the pronominal
preflxes that are used with intransitive verbs in the perfect-
ive aspect (e.g. "it" subject, "me" object, {-wak-}3 "I" as
the subject of an intransitive verb in the perfective aspect
(-wak-} ).
5.8 Although the forgoing indicates all the critical
distinctions, it 1= not a clear or correct view of the
actual Mohawk categories, since not all of the distinctions
are always made (for example, a first person dual object is dis-
tingulshed from a first person plural object when a third per-
son mascullne actor acts on them, but is not made when a
second person plural acts on them).

Further, the same Mohawk terms cover several
different relationships. /-keni-/, for example is used on
three different occasions: (a) first person singular subject
acting on a second person dual object, (b) a first person
dual subject acting on a second person singular object, (c)
first person dual subject acting on a second person dual
object. It is preferable to deflne /-keni-/ as "a first

person acts on a secnnd person when either or both are
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dual and neither 1is plural.

The following analysis lists the forms by the
Mohawk component of the subject-oblique, and then
analizes them for recarrent sequences that may contain
semantic components. Letters in parenthesis are epenthetic.

5.10 A short example will help clarify the analysis:

12 kS k(e)ni kwa yakwa
S-S S-D S-»P P>S
D-S D-»P pP-»D
D-D P>P

This 1s to be read as "A first person acting on a
second". The first form /kB/ occurs when a singular acts
on a singular; the second form /k(e)ni/ (the /e/ is epenthetic)
wlth a first singular acting on a dual plural and also for a
dual first person acting on a second singular person, and also
for a first person dual acting on a second person dual. The
third form /kwa/ 1s used for a first person singular acting
on a plural and also for a first person dual acting on a
second person plural.The final form /yakwa/ is used for
a first person plural acting on a second person singular and
also for a first person plural acting on a second person dual
and aleo for a filrst person plural acting on a second person
plural.
5.11 Following the analysls 1s a chart of English pro-
nominal categoriles, which can be used to locate the forms
used for simllar categories 1n Mohawk. There 1s also a
table alphabetically listing the Mohawk forms, indicating
the person and numbers involved in the form and parenthetic-

ally the section in the analysis where the form is discussed.
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CHART FIVE

IS 23 3SM 3NZ ID 2D IP 2P 3P
IS kS hi k keni kwa khe
2S hsek ts hs hskeni hskwa hshe
3SM hak hya ho ha hshBkeni htdisenl hshBkwa htsiseni hshako
3SN wak sa ho yo yOkeni senil yOkwa sewa yako
ID(1) htshakeni teni yethi
ID(E) keni hshakeni  yakeni keni kwa yakhi
2D hskenl htsiseni ceni hskeni hskwa yvetsi
IP(I) htsakwa yakwa yethi
IP(E) yakwa htshkwa yakwa yakwa yakwa yethi
2P hskwa htsisewa sewa hskwa hskwa yetsi
3P yOk yOsa  hOwa kOwa yOkhi yetsi yokhi yetsi hOwati kOwati

(masc.) (femin.)



5.12

1-2

5. 1:'
21

kS k{e)ni kwa yakwa
S-S S-D S=>P P>S
DS D-»P P>D
D-D P>p
{«k3-) first singular acts on a second singular
_/k/ first person
/S/ object follows (1in all the 122, no marker
appears for the second person
[-k(e)ni-} first acts on second where either or both
are dual, and neither is plural.
/k/ first person
/ni/ dual (with following a-stems becomes /y/).
(-kwa-1} first acts on second where object 1s plural
and subJect 1s anything but plural.
/k/ first person
/wa/ plural
(-yakwa-} first acts on second where subject is plural
/y/ exclusive marker. Its use here is probably
to indicate a second person is not involved
in the subject (see section 5.16 also)
/a/ subject follows
/k/ first person
/wa/ plural marker
hsek hskie)ni hskwa
S-S S-D S-P
DS D»P
DD P>P
P»S

68
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{-hsek-] second person acts on first when both are
singular.

/hs/ second person (/h/ is lost in all forms
where /s/ occurs before the vowel of another
member of pronominal prefixes or before an
epenthetic /e/).

/e/ this /e/ may be epenthetic, although there
i1s no phonologlcal rule to place it here. It

does not appear in other /hsk/ sequences 1in
the pronominal prefixes (see {-hsk(e)ni-}
in this section)

/k/ first person

{-hsk(e)ni-} Second person acts on a first when one or
both 1s dual and neither is plural

/hs/ second person (see above)

/k/ first person

/ni/ dual (see section 5.12)

(-hskwa-] second person acts on first when at least one
is plural

/hs/ second person (see above)

/k/ first person

/wa/ plural

5.14
1»3M hi khe htsak(e)ni hshak(e)ni htsakwa yakhl yethi
S»S S»P D(I)-»S D(E)»> S P>S D(E)>P PP
D(I)»P

{-h1-]) singular person acts on singular. Not analyzable.
May be related to {-ha-} "he" and {1°1} "I",
(-khe-) Singular acts on plural
/k/ first person
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/he/ they (?) occurs also with {(-hshe-} (see
section 5.18)
{-htshak(e)ni-} dual inclusive (you & I) acts on
a singular
/hteh/ third person mascullne (has thils shape as
oblique when subject 1s a first person
plural, first dual inclusive or second
dual. It also has this shape as subject

when second dual 1s the oblique. Appears
as /hsh/ when acting as subject and the
oblique 1s a first person dual or plural
or third person plural. Appears as /hsh/
when a first person dual exclusive 1is
acting upon it. Anohter possibility would
be to segment as /h/ "third person", /t/

"inclusive" and /sh/ generalized third per-

son.
/a/ subject follows
/k/ first person
/n1/ dual (see section 5.12)
(-htshakwa-} a plural subject acts on a singular object

/htsh/ third person masculine (see above)

/a/ subject follows
/k/ first person
/wa/ plural
{-yakhi-} a dual exclusive gubject acts on a plural object

/y/ meaning not certain. May be related to the
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neuter (-yo-} or the feminine indefinite
(-ye-)} of the intransitive verb prefixes. May
carry the meaning of indefinite third persm
/a/ subject follows
/k/ first person
/hi/ meaning unknown. May relate to /he/ "third
plural object (see {-khe-} section 5.14) and
{-hshe-} section 5.18)
(-yethi-} a dual inclusive of a plural subject acts on
a plural object
/ve/ May be /y/ plu epenthetic /e/ (see sbove)
/t/ inclusive

/hil/ see above

5.15
31 hak hsh®k(e)ni hshBkwa yOSk yOkhi
S+S S-»D S+P S  PD
P>P

{-hak-]} singular acts on singular
/ha/ third person singular masculine
/k/ first person
{-hshBk(e)ni-} a singular acts on a dual
/hsh/ third person masculine (see 5.14)
/S/ object follows
/k/ first person
/ni/ dual (see 5.12)
{-y%k-] a plural subject acts on a #ingular object
/y/ meaning unclear (see section 5.1%)

/3/ object follows
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/k/ fiest person

(-ySkhi-} a plural acts on a non-singular object

/y/ meaning unclear (see section 5.1%4)

/%/ object follows

/k/ first person

/hi/ third person plural object (? ) see 5.1k
5.16
13N k t(e)ni yak(e)ni yakwa

S-S D(I)»s D(E)~>S P>S

{-k-]) singular acts on singular
/k/ first person(See 5.7)

{«at(e)ni-} inclusive dual acts on singular neuter
/t/ inclusive
/ni/ dual (see 5.12)

{-yak(e)ni-} first person dual exclusive acts on singular
/y/ exclusive
/a/ subject fullws
/k/ first person
/ni/ dual

(-yakwa-} a plural subject acts on a neuter zoic
/y/ exclusive
/a/ subject follows
/k/ first person
/wa/ plural
These four forms occur as the subject markers

for intransitive verbs in non-perfective aspects.



5.17
3nZ-1 wak yOk(e)ni ySkwa
S-S S-»D S-»P
{-wak-] a singular neuter-zoic acts on a first singular
/wa/ meaning uncertain - possibly third person object
/k/ first person
(-ySK(e)ni-)} singular acts on dual
/yBk/ possibly /ya/ indefinite plus /wak/
/ni/ dual
{-yOkwa-} a neuter zoic singular acts on a first plural
/y%k/ see above
/wa/ plural
5.18

2~3M ts htshis(e)ni htshis(e)wa hshe yetsi

{-ts-] singular acts on singular
/ts/ unsegmentable. Bears relation to /(h)s/ "you"
{~htshis(e)ni-} a dual acts on a singular (see 5.19)
/htsh/ see 5.14
/1s/ second person with dual or plural subject
or object or singular is second 18 object.
/ni/ dual
(-htshis(e)wa-} a plural acts on a singular (see 5.19)
/ htsh-.-/ see 5.14
/1s/ see above
/wa/ plural
{3hshe-)} singular acss on plural

/hs/ second person singular
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/he/ third person plural (?) (see 5.18, 5.19)
{-yetsi-)} a non-singular acts on a plural (see 5.19)

/ye/ unclear see 5.14

/ts/ a second person singular acts on a third

person mascullne

/1/ unknown
5.19
3IM2 hya y3sa htshis(e)ni htshis(e) wa yetsi
S-S P>S S=-D S=>P P>D

P»S
{=hya-} singular acts on singular
/hya/ unsegmentable, /h/ could be third person
leaving /ya/ unknown
{(-y3sa-} plural acts on singular
/y/ related to indefinite (see 5.1L4)
/S/ object follus
/sa/ object form os second person singular
(-htshis(e)ni-} a singular acts on dual (see 5.18)
(-htshis(e)wa-} a singular acts on a plural (see 5.18)
{-yetsi-} a plural acts on a non-singular (see 5.18)
5.0
23N hs s(e)ni s(e)wa
S->S . DS P>S
{-hs-) singular acts on singular
/hs/ second person (see 5.7T)
(-s(e)ni-} a duadl subject acts on a singular
/s/ second person

/n1/ dual see (5.12
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{(-s(e)wa-} a plural subject acts on a singudar object

/8/ second person

/wa/ plural
These are the same forms that occur wlth the

intransitive verbs in non-perfective aspects for the second

person singular, dual and plural respectively.

5.21
->2 s(e)ni s(e)wa
- sfs% Sé‘b_— S‘-K;F_

{-sa-]} singular acts on singular

/sa/ second person obJject
{-s(e)ni-} singular acts on dual (see 5.20)
{-s{e)wa-} singular acts on plural (see 5.20)

5.22

3M>3M ho  hshako hdwa hSwati
s 55F 303 P-P (Masculine)

{-ho-} singular acts on singular (see 5.23)
/ho/ unsegmentable
{-hshako-] third person 8ingular acts on a plural

/hsh/ third person (see 5.14)

/ako/ unknown. This sequence also occurs in
/yako/ 3NS->3P, where ot presumably relates
to the third person plural object.

(-hOwa-} plural acts on a singular object
/h/ third person. Probably originally /hawa/
which would yield /h%/ since /awa/ »> /3/
in the pronominal prefix division. Later

a second plural /wa/ may have been added again.
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The full underlying form would then be
/hawawa/ with the underlying phonemes becomlng
/3/ before the final /wa/ is added.

{(-nOwati-)} a plural acts on a masculine plural

/h%wa/ see above

/t1/ plural marker of object

5.23
S B
{-ho-} singular acts on singular
/ho/ (see section 5.22)
{-yako-]} singular acts on plural
/y/ indefinite (?) see 5.14
/ako/ unclear see 5.22
5.24
3M>3N ha kOwa kOwati
TS B3 TP (nonemasculine)

{-had singular acts on singular
/ha/ third person (same shape occurs for third
person masculine pronominal prefix for
intransitive verbs in non-perfective aspects.
See 5.30)
(-kSwa-} plural acts on singular
/kS/ from underlying /k/ third person neuter zoic
with intransitive verbs ir non-pergesctive
aspect, plus /a/ indefinite third person in
intransitive verb constructions plus /wa/

which may be either a plural or third person
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marker. The resulting sequence /kawa/ > °kT/.
See also 5.22 and 5.30
/wa/ plural (possibly redundant) see above
{-kSwati-)} plural subject acts on plural non-masculine
obJject.
/kOwa/ see above

/ti/ plural of object

5.25

S

(~yo~} singular acts on singular
/yo/ not segmentable. (see 514)
5.26 The intransiilve vert pronominal pre’ixes sceuring with
non-perfective aspects have the followling shapess
Singular Dual Plural
1 k teni (incl) tewa (incl)

vakeni (excl) yakwa (excl)

14V

hs seni sewa
3M ha hni hatil
hya (with a-stem) hS(with a-stem)

3NZ ka keni kot1
(with a-stems) wa Ky ko
3FI1 ye (before Cand = eecame  cecccaa

/1/ which drops)
vak (before /e/,/o/,
/€/ and /3/)

¥y3 (from yad w before
/a/ > y3)
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CHART SIX

MOHAWK PRONOMINAL PREFIXESs TRANSLATIONS AND RELEVENT SECTIONS

-ha-
-hak-

-hi-

-ho-
-h%wa-
-hSwati-
-hsg-
~hsek-
-heghakeni-
-hshako-
~hshe-
-hshOkeni-
~hshGkwa-
-hskeni-
-hskwa-
-htshakwa-
-htshiseni-
-hya-
-Kk-

- keni-
-khe-

- k=
-kTwa-
~-kTwati-

-kwa-

3SM>3SN (5.24)

3SM>IS (5.15)

15-3MS (5.14)

3SM»3SM3 3SN-3SM (5.:25 5.23)
3P-38y
3P~3PM (5.22)

25+3SN (5.20)

25»1S (5.13)

ID(E) - 3SM (5.14)

3SM>3P (5.22)

25>3P (5.18)

3SM~+ID (5.15)

3SM>IP (5.15)

28»1D; 2D~»18; 2D»1D (5.13)

2S»1P; 2D>1P; 2P+1Sy 2P>1D; 2P+1P (5.13)

(5.22)

1P>3MS (5.14)

3SM»2D (5.19); 2D»3SM (5.18)
35M»2S (5.19)

15-3SN (5.16)

158Dy 1D»2Ss 1D»2D (5.12)
1S»3P (5.14)

18-2S (5.12)

3P+3SN (5.24)

3P>3SN (5.24)

15.2P; 1D»2P (5.12)



-g5a-
-seni-
-gewa-

- tenl-
-fS-
~-wak-
~-yakeni-
-yakhi-
~-yako-
~yakwa-
=yethil-
-yo-
-yOk=-
-yOkeni-
-ydkhi-
-yOkwa=

-ydsa-~

CHART SIX (CONTINUED)

3SN~2S (5.21)
3SN-+2D (5.21)¢ 2D>3SN (5.20)

3P>3SN (5.20)3 3SN-»2P (5.21)
1D(I) - 3SN (5.16)

25»3SM (5.18)

3SN+1S (5.17)

1D(E)~>3SN (5.16)

1D(E) > 3P (5.14)

3SN>3P (5.23)
1Ps2Sy 1P»2Dy 1P»2P (5.12)s 1P»3NS (5.16)

2D>3P; 2P»3P (5.18)3 3P»2Dy 3Ps2P (5.19)
3SN=»3SN (5.25)

3P+18 (5.15)

3SN»1D (5.17)

3P+1Dy 3P»1P (5.15)

3SN-+1P (5.17)

3P > 25 (5.19)

79
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CHART SEVEN

Non-"a-~-stems" {-wisto-} "a-stem (-atkatho-)}

Person
18 k(e) wistos k atkathos

1D(1I) t(e)ni wistos ty atkathos
1D(E) yak(e)ni wistos yaky atkathos
1p(1) t(e)wa wistos t(e)wa atkathos
2S hs(e) wistos (#hs~#s) hs atkathos

2D s(e)nt wistos ts atkathos

2P s{e)wa wistos s(e)wa atkathos
3SM ha wistos (#hV->#rV) ha atkathos
3SN-2Z ka wistos wa atkakhos
3F-1 ye wistos yOtkathos

3DM hnl wistos(#hC~#C) y  atkathos
3DMN* k(e)nt wistos ky atkathos

3PM hati wistos (#nV-#rV) hJtkathos (#hV-#rV)
3PNM* k3ti wistos kJtkathos

* NM stands for "non-masculine"

Both verbs have a serial aspect {-s-} which appear in all of

the above forms.
For further explanation see section 5.26

*
~r

”
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The forms in 5.26 are shown in Chart Seven with the
verb stems (=wisto-} "to be cold" and {-atkathoe} "to see”.
Both verbs have the serial aspect {-s-}.

In the Chart, "e"s which appear parenthetically
are epethetlc. Since the rules ViV, = Vs even when the two
vowels are the same, the terminal /a/ of the forms shown in
5.26 will be lost before the initial /a/ of the a-stem verb
{~atkatho-} "to see".

A space has Lecn left between the pronominal prefix
and the stem, in Chart Seven, when there 1s no fusion across
the pronominal prefix - stem boundry.

The analysis of the pronomindl prefixes of Chart
Seven is as followse
5.27 First person forms

{-k-} first person

/k/ first person
{-t(e)ni~] first pepson dual inclusive
/t/ inclusive
/ni/ dual (becomes /y/ before a-stems)
(-yak(e)ni-} first person dual exclusive
/y/ exclusive
/a/ subject follows
/k/ first person
/ni/ dual (becomes /y/ before a-stems
{-t(e)wa-) rirst person plural inclusive
/t/ lnclusive
/wa/ plural
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(-yakwa-} first person plural exclusilve
/y/ excluslve
/a/ sukject follws
/k/ flrst pepson
/wa/ plural
5.28 Second person forms
{-hs-} second person singular
/hs/ second person singular
{—s(e)ni-} second person dual with nnn a-stems
/s/ second person
/ni/ dual (becomes /y/ before a-stems)
{~ts-} second person dual with a-stems
/ts/ derived from protoc */sy/>*/tsy/~>/ts/
See section 1.9
{-s(e)wa-] second person plural
/s/ second person
/wa/ plural
5.29 Third person forms
{-ha-} third person masculine singular
/h/ masculine
/a/ third singular (see 5.30)
(-ka-} third person singular neuter-zolc (non a-stems)
/k/ neuter zoic or non-masculine
/a/ third person (see 5.30)
(-wa-} third person neuter zoic (a-stem form)
/vW/ neuter zoic or non-masculine

/a/ third person singular (see 5.30)
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(-ye-) third person feminine idefinite
/ye/ third feminine indefinite (5.26)
with a-stems /yaw/ - /y3/
{-k(e)ni-} third person non-masculine dual (non a-stems)
/k/ third non-masculine or neutger zolc
/ni/ dual (becomes /y/ before a-stems)
(-ky -} third person dual non-masculine (a-stem form)
/k/ 3rd non-mascullne or neuter zoic
/y/ dual (before /a/ - elsewhere is /ni/)
{-hni-} third person, dual masculine (non-a-stem)
/h/ masculine
/ni/ dual (becomes /y/ before /a/)
{~hy-) third person dual masculine with a-stems
/h/ masculine
/y/ dual with a-stems
(-h3-} third person masculine plural (with a-stems)
/h/ masculine
/3/ derived from underlying /a/ indefinite plus
/wa/ plural. /hawa/ - /ha/ (see 3.3, 3.4 &3.5)
(-hati-} third person plural masculine (non a-stem)
/h/ third masculine
/a/ third person
/t1/ plural (see 5.30)
{-k3-] third person plural non-masculine (a-stem form)
/k/ third neuter zoic or non-masculine

/8/ derived from /a/ plus /wa/ see above)
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{-k®ti-]} third person non-masculine plural (non a-stems)
/k/ third neuter zoic or non masculine
/a/ third person

/wa/ plural
/t1/ plural (see {-k®-} and {-hati-]} above
and also section 5.30)
5.30 The major complication in the pronominal prefixes
which occur with the non-perfective forms of the intransitive

verbs arises in the third person forms.

The singular forms /ka/,/ha/ and /wa/ can be segmented
after comparing them to the dual forms /k(e)ni/ and /hni/.

Such segmentation allows one to assign the meaning oftneuter-
zolc or non-masculinetto /k/ and /w/ (/k/ occurs with non-a-
stems, while /w/ occurs with a-stems)"masculine'to /h/s
tthird singular'to /a/ andtdual'to /ni/

Such an 1nterpretation whould lead to the generating
of the plural forms as */hwa/ (/h/ 'masculine' and /wa/ 'pluralt)
and */kwa/ (/k/'neuter-zoic or non masculine' ané /wa/ 'plural')
These forms do not occur. Only if the /a/ (third person singe
udar) 1s retained can the sequences /hawa/ and/kawa/ be
obtained which are needed to for /h%/ and /k3/ respectively.
Presumably the plural marker /t1/ was added later to the al-
ready existing form /kS/ (1.e. /kawa) somewhat redundantly
and to the form /ha/ (and not /h%/) thereby producing /nhati/
rather than /h%ti/.

Unfortunately, from the point of view of an orderly

analysis, the /a/'singular' fused with thw person markers
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/k/ and /h/ only in the plural and not in the dual.
5.31 Perfective verb constructions can be trans-

lated into English not only as perfectives, but frequently

as adjectived with the present tense of the verb "to be'".

For example, the verb stem {(-atiw-} 1s translated as "to lose
welght" in the non-perfective forms, and as "to be skinny"

in the perfective forms. /ki-tiwe?/ "I am losing seight"

and /wakat{-w&/ "I'm skinny".

5.32 The phondlogical shape of tne pronominal prefixes
varies. The varilatlon 1s conditioned by the 1nitial vowel in
the stem position. One set of forms 1is used for a-stems,

the other set for all other stems. Most of the variation 1is
based on strict phonological rules, the fact that the dual
marker has the shape /y/ before /a/ and /ni/ elsewhere. There
ls one difference between the a-stem prefixes and the non-a-
stem prefixes that can not be accounted for by the above state-
ments. The third person dual and plmral forms for the
masculine are /hon/ for a-stem verbs and /hoti/ for non
a-stem verbs. The non-masculine form of the third person

dual and plural is /yon/ for the a-stems verbs and’/yoti/
with all others.

The following analysis indicates the segmentation
which is possible for the pronominal prefixes that ocecur with
the perfective aspects of the intransitive verbs.

5.33 First person forms
{-wak-] first person singular
/wak/ first person singular. /k/ is probably
from the first person /k/. The /wa/ may

be related to the third person /wa/. See
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also section 5.17)
(-yBk(e)ni-) first person dual (with non-a-stems)
/y/ exclusive
/B/ object follows
/k/ first person
/ni/ dual (with a-stems becomes /y/)
(-ySky-)} first person dual (with a-stems)
/y/ exclusive
/B/ obJect follows
/k/ first person
/y/ dual with a-stems (elsewhere /ni/)
{-yOkwa~} first person plural
/y/ exclusive
/S/ object follows
/k/ first person
/wa/ plural
5.34 Second person forms
{-sa-] second person singular (with npn-a-stems)
/sa/ possibly from /s/ second person /a/ subject
follows
(-s(e)ni-} second person dual with non-a-stems
/8/ second person
/ni/ dual (becomes /y/ before /a/)
(- ts-} second person dual with a-stems
/t8/ from /s/Vsecond person'! and /y/ dual with
a-stems. Historlcally */sy/+*/tsy/>/ts/
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{-s(e)wa-)} second person plural
/s/ second person
/wa/ plural
5.35 Third person forms
{~=ho-} third person masculine singular
/h/ third person masculine
/o/ object for third person
[-yo-} third pemson neuter zoic or non-masculine
/y/ neuter zolc
/o/ object marker for third person
{-yako-} third person feminine-indefinite
/yak/ third person feminine indefinite
possibly /y/ 1is feminine indefinite
(see 5.29) /ak/ 1is unknown
/o/ object marker for third person
{-hoti-] third person masculine plural (non-a-stem)
/h/ third person masculine
/o/ obJect marker for third person
/t1/ plural for object
{-hon-} third person masculine plural (with a-stems)
/h/ masculine
/o/ object marker for third person
/n/ possible plural marker for thrid personwith
a~- stems
(-yoti-} third person plural non masculine with non-
a-stems
/y/ third person non-masculine or neuter zoic
/o/ obJect marker for third person
/ti/ plural



88

(-yon-} third person plurla non masculine with asstems
/y/ third person non-masculine or neuter-zoic
/o/ third person object

/n/ plural marker with a-stems



CHART EIGHT
CATEGORIES EXHIBITED BY PRONOMINAL PREFIXES IN PERFECTIVE ASPECTS

With Non A-Stems

Person Singular Dual Plural
1 wak y6ken1 yBkwa
2 sa seni sewa
3M heo  eccecasa- hotleeccaceaaa.-
3NZ2 yo  meeeaa- YyOotlemmmmamaeae
3F1 yako
With A-Stems

Person Singular Dual Plural
1 wak yOky yOkwa
2 sa ts sewa
3M ho adaaa-a- hon-= —~ceeaeaao
3NZ yo  cmacaaa- YONemcmmec——ee e
3FI yako

68
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THE STEM DIVISION

6.1 The stem position 1s the core of the Mohawk verb. The
initial phoneme of the stem determines the shape of the
pronominal prefix morpheme, while the pboot, with cr with-
out case morphemes, morphologically conditions the choice
of the vairgnt forms of the serial, punctual and perfectilve
aspects.

The stem position contains five major sections (1)
the reflexive position, (2) the imcorporated noun posi-
tion, (3) the verb pesition, (4) the case posltions and
(5) the purposive position
6.2 The reflexive position contains three morphemes,
the semi-reflexive or middle vooice {-at-}s the reciprocal
{-atat-]} and the intensifier {-i%ta-}, which 1is regarded
by most Mohawks as slang.

The semi-reflexive {-at-]} also has the shape {-atE%},
which occurs before some but not all morphemes beginning
with /n/.

One of the functions of the semi-reflexive 1is to
alter the meaning of certain verbs. *

/wa"ké’kt’é"’/ "I finished 1it"

(=w-} past tense

/~a?=/ empth mo®ph

f k-) first person "I"

(-okt®-) to finish

{-2-} punctual aspect
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/wa%katokt€?/ "I ran out of it"
{-w-} past tense
/-a%=/ empty morph
{-k-} first person "I"
{-at-] semi-reflexive or mifidle voice
{-0?kt®} to finish
{-?-} punctual aspect
/wahan{ ha?/ "He borrowed it"
{~w-} past
/-a?-/ empty
{-ha=} he
{-niha-]} to lend (without seml reflexive)
to borrow (with seml reflexive
{=?-} punctual aspect
/wahatEni ha?/ "He lent 1it"
{-w-) past tense
/-a=/ empty morph
{=ha=} "he"
[-at§¥] seml flexive or middle voice (before /n/)
{-hiha-} to borrow (with semi-reflective)
to lend (without semi reflexive)
{-=2-} punctual aspect
The semi-reflexive 1s also used to make a
transitive verb intransitive.
/thd wahae y'é’/He set 1t down there
| {tho)} there

{-w-) past tense
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/-af/ empty morph

/~-ha=/ "he"

(V5 oieeiet Serie
/thd wahdty€?/He sat down there (1.e. He set himself down there)

(th8) there

{-w-) past tense

/-a~/ empty morph

{(<ha=} "ne"

(-at-]} semi-reflexive

{-y&-)} "to set down"

{-2=} punctual aspect

Active verbs can be rendered passive by using the
seml-reflexive.
/yon@stay?thﬁ/ She has planted the corn.

[;yo-] She or it acts on another (neuter-zoic acts

on neuter-zoic)
[—nébt—] "corn"
/a/ stem joiner (breaks CC between incorporated noun
and following verb)

[-yEthﬁ;} "to plant" perfective aspect
/yoten?stayﬁthﬁ/ The corn has been planted

(-yb—] She or it acts another (neuter-zoiz acts

on another neuter-zoic)

{-at-] semi-reflexive (

/e/ ep%}hetic

{-n@st-} "corn"

/a/ stem joiner (breaks CC between incorporated

noun and folowing verb stem)
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{-y®thDS-} "to plant perfective aspect
The reciprocal /-atat-/ has several funstions. It
can be used as a true reflexive (as opposed to middle
voice).
/wa?katatke?/ "I saw myself"
{-w-)} past tense
{-a?-) empty morph
{-k-]) first person
{-atat-]} reciprocal
(-k&-}"to see"
{2~} punctual aspect
The reciprocal 1is also tsed bo express action which
is reciprocal between to subjects.
/wa®thyatd tk€?/ "Two men saw each other"
{-w-] past tense
{-a?-} empty morph
{-t-] dualic
{-h-} masculine
{-y-} dual
{-atat-} full reciprocal reflexive
{-k&-} "to see"
(-°-} punctual aspect
Lastly the reciprocal i1s used to indicate a feminine-
indefinite subject acting on a feminine-indefinite oblique.
/yStatk®s/ "One sees her"
{«y-} feminine-indefinite acts on a feminine-indef-

inite (See section 5.25)
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{-atat=] full reciprocal or reflexive
{-k&~} "to see"
{-s-]) serial aspect
The reflexive position can also Lbe filled by
an intensifier /-1i%?ta-/ which 1s zenerally translated as
"real" or "hell of a...". Most speakers consider it to be
lang.
/wake?sepenti-yo/ "I have a go.@ car"
| [-wak—} first person singular (see 5.33)
/e/ epenthetic
/?sereht=} "car" (from verb "to drag")
{-1yo=] "to be go.d" (perfective only)
/waki?ta?serent{-yo/ "I have a hell of a good car"
| [-wak—)ifirst person singular (see 5.33)
{-i?ta-} intensifier

" see above

{-?serent-} "car
f-iyo—} "to be good" (perfective only)
6.3 The incorporated noun position may be filled with
three different types of noun stems (1) noun roots,
(2) a vert plus a nominalizer and (3) an empty morph.
A noun root can be used in the incorporated noun
position by 1itself.
/ran?stayéthos/ "He plants corn"
(-ha=] "he"
[-n?st—] "eorn"

/a/ stem joiner. Used to break CC between incorporated
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noun and following verb stem.
[—y?tho-] "to plant"
{-8-} serial aspect
A nominalized verb (a verb stem plus nominalizer)
can also occur in the incorporated noun position. The
nominalizer has the shape /-hser-/. The allomorph
/-~tser-/ occurs after verbs ending in /?/.
/rathyatﬁhserahninéhes/ He sells bo ks.
{~ha~) "he"
{cat-} reflexive
(-hyatB-] "to write" (hence books)
{«hser-] nominalizer
/a/ stem joilner
(-hninohe-} "to sell"
{-s-} serial aspect
Some verbs require the incorporated noun position
to be filled at all times. If no noun 1s incorporated, then
an empty morph 1s used.
/yona’né'w§/ It is wet
.(-yo—} indefinite pronoun
{=na?-/ empty morph
(-naw?k} to be wet (perfective only)
/yawétanéw?/ Days when the snow melts
t-yo-} indefinite
[-aw?t-} "time of day"
{ -a-} stem joiner

{-naw®-} to te wet (perfective only)
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6.4 The verb position in éhe stem can be fllled by
various types of verb stems. Seven types have been
isolated.

Stems may consist of (a) a verb root alone,
(v) a reflexive plus a verb ro t, (c) a noun and a
verb root (d) a verb plus a verb (e) a verb and a
distributive and (f) a verb and case. A final stem type
consists of a vert plus a perfectlve aspect plus
a suffixed progressive morpheme (see Chapter Seven)

There are two different classes of verbs,
relative to the stems - those that can occur with
a serial, a punctual and a perfective aspect and those
that can only occur with the perfective. The aspects
are discussed fully in Chapter Seven.

Those verbs whihh occur only in a perfective
aspect are adjectival (in English translations)

The following examples whow words where ghe
stem position is filled by a verb root alone.
/ray?thos/ "He plants"

| {-ha=} "he"

{-y®the-} "to plant"

{-s-] serial aspect
/{*keks/ "I eat"

| /1/ epenthetic vowel for stress placement
{=k=} "I"
{-ek-) "eat"

{-s-} serial aspect
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/ran€skwas/ "He steals"
F-na-} "he"
{-n€skwa-]} "to steal"
(-s-) serial aspect
The verb stem that 1s composed of a reflexive plus
a verb stem can not structurally be 1identified as such un-
less an incorporated noun 1s present. The reflexive plus verb
stem 1s considered here to be a stem only if the reflexive
element can occur after an incorporated noun. Thus the se-
quence of pronoun, reIlexive, incorporated noun, verb root,
aspect would not be considered a stem of a reflexive plus verb
root whereas a sequence which had an incorporated noun before
the reflexive would.
/ts1? nityorihwatyerd?tS/ "the thing she does"
{-ni-) partitive
{-t-} cislocative
{~yo-} neuter zoic acts on neuter zoic
{-rihw-} "thing"
(-at-) reflexive (as part of stem)
{-yera?t3-} "to do something (perfective)"
/ts1? nityorihwayerd- t3/"The way in which she does a thing"
{<ni-) partitive
(-t-} cislocative
(-yo~} neuter zoic acts on neuter zole
{-rihw-} "thing"
{-yeratd-) perfective aspect of "to do somethir, "
A stem that consists of a noun root plus verb root can

be distingulshed if and only 1if another noun is incorp-
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orated. If only one incorporated noun occurs, then it 1is

taken as occupying the incorporated noun position and not

as being part of the stem.
/wahakya?tanShstate?/ "He protects me"
{«w-] past tense
/a?/ empty morph
{-nak-} he acts on me
{~ya®t-} body
/a/ stem joiner
{-nBhs-]} house
{-tat-} to point out
/e/ epenthetlc
{-2-} punctual aspect
The above 1s derived from the form /wahanGhstate?/
"He points out the house" (An invitation, hence"to invite").
Lounsbury gives /wahakya?tanShstate?/ as "He invites me to
tay at his house".The semantic shift may have occurred as
a result of a guest being entitled to the protection of the
host.
Two verb roots may occur in sequence to produce a stem.
/raySthdkwas/ "He is harvesting"
{-ra-} (from (~ha-1})"ne"
(-y®tho-} "to plant"
{-kwa=} "to pick off"
{-s-} serial aspect

The distributive morpheme /-ny-/ can be affixed
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to a stem to form a new base. The distributive has several
shapes /-ny%-/, /-hser3-/ and /-B-/. These seem to be in
free variation, although there may be some morphological
conditioning in some cases. When the distributive occurs
as part of the verb base, 1t 1s recognlzed by the appearance
of the distributive in a second occurrance following it. In
those cases where two distributives occur, the second always
has the form /-ny%-/.
/kanBhsd t3/ Houses standing

(-ka-]) pronominal prefix "it"

(-nBhs-} "house"

{-ot-]"to stand! "to be erected"

(-3~} distributive

Compare the above with /kanShsote?/ "A house stands"
/kandnhsotdnyS/ "Houses are standing”" (there seems to be no
difference between this and the above form).

{-ka-]} pronominal prefix "1t"

(-nBhs-} "house"

{-0t-} "to stand"

{-3-} distributive

{-ny3-} distributive

The case positions have morphemes for two instrumentals
and a dative. The two instrumentals can co-occur with one
another.

The first of the two instriamentals has three shapes:

/-ht-/, /-?t-/ and /-st-/. The three appear to be morphologic-

ally conditioned, but there is also some free variation.
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Before presenting an example it 1is necessary to examine
the morphophonemic changes in the allomorph {-(h)t-].

when {-(h)t-} follows a consonant it becomes /t/.
Before /h/, {=(h)t-]} becomes {-t-}. Terminally {-(h)t-]}
also become {~F~)}. These rules may be writtens
¢ 4 {-nht-} » Ct
{-nt-} 4 /n/ ~ /th/

{-ht#) » /t/

Consider the two forms /ray?thétha”/ ang
/ray?th5°tha9/. Both mean "He plants with 1t". The
fFirst is thevstring {=ha-} "ne" 4 i-y?tho-) "plang"

l {-nt-} "amscrumencal™ 4 {-ha?-)} "serial aspect".
'he /h/ ol cie al omorph [-ht—]vis lost before /h/.

The second is exactly the same, except that it
contains the allomorph of the instrumental with the shape
(=2¢=1. |

| Instrumental I, {-(h)t-} discussed above requires
the serial aspect {(-ha?-}, the punctual aspect [=?-1},
and the perfective aspeét (-5;}. The instrumental has
several functions. The form /ray?thétha’/ "He plants with
it" discussed above can refer to an‘instfument or tool,
the seed used 1in planting, the fleld used for planting
or a planting machlne.Another example appears below.
/&otk@harérakstha’/ "mask" (what 1s used to cover the face)
[;yo-] indefinite "one"
{-at-} semi-reflexive

{-k®war-} "race"
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t-orak-} "to cover"
{-st-]} instrumental I
{~ha?-]) serial aspect
The instrumental I morpheme can also be used as a
causative. Compare the fol owing pair.
/rayéhe®/ "He is going to wake up"
| {-ha-=} "he"
(¢ye-} "to wake up"
{-he?-} serial aspect
/rayétha?/ He wakes her up
| {-ha-} he acts on a neuter zoic "her or it"
(-ye=) "to wake up"
{~(h)t-} Instrumental I (loses /h/ before /h/
{~ha?-]} serial aspect
The second instrumental {-hkw-} occurs with a serial
aspect {-ha?-}, a punctual aspect {~?-} and a perfective
aspect {-8-}. When followed by the serial aspect {-ha?-],
the result is {-hkhwa®-}.
/raySthéhkhwa?/ He plants with it
.[-ha-] "he"
[-y?tho—] "to plant"
{-hkhwa?-} Instrumental II {-hkw-} with serial aspect
 (-ha?-)
Instrumental I ahd Instrumental II often occur
in sequence as /thahkw-/, which generally has a more

restricted meaning than either of the two separately.
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/yey@thohtdhkhwa?/ What one uses to plant with, a planting
. | machine

{-ye-] "one" (indefinite person)

fretho=} "to plant"

{-htahkhwa?-} Instrumental I{<ht-)} and II with

" gerial aspect {-hkhwa?-} with an
epenthetic /a/ stem Jdiner.

The two Instumentals seem to have slightly
different meanings, the first translated as "with 1t"
and the second as "used for". Together they indicate a more
specific object than the more generalized meanings of
the first two,alone.

The dative morpheme {-?s(e)-)} loses the /e/ when it
occurs with the punctual aspect. It is generally translated
as "for" or "for the benefit of". {-%se-}, which occurs
wlith the serial and perfective aspécté is sometimes replaced
by {-ni-}. The choice of allomorph 1is generally morphologically
conditioned, but on occassion either can occur with the
same verb with no apparent difference in meaning.

Compare the two following words.

/royetho’sehe°/ He plants for him, and /royetho'nihe9/, which
has the same meaning. Both contain the same morphemes with
the exception of the two datives.

{<ho-} he acts on him

(-yétho-} "to plant"

{(-7se-]} dative (in the first form - {~ni-} in the

second.
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{(=he?-) serial aspect

The Pﬁrposive position {-hser-} corresponds to
the English "going to".

/ray€thdhsere?/ He is going to plant

(-ha-) he

[-yétho—) "to plant"

{-hser-} purposive

e/ epenthetic

{-°-} serial aspect.

An allomorph of the purposive /?n/ occurs with
some verbs with which /hser/ does not. There are however
verbs like {-y?tho-} which can occur with either form, with
no apparant change in meaning.

/rayeétho?ne?/ He 1is going to plant

{~ha~} he

ftyEtho-} "to plant"

{<?n-} purposive

{-e?-} serial aspect.
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THE ASPECT DIVISION

The final division in the verb structure con-
tains the aspect suffixes. There are elght aspects;

(1) serial (2) punctual (3) perfective (4) continuative
(5) perfective serial (6) remote past (7) former past
and (8) progressive.

The serial, punctual and perfective have morphologically
conditioned allomorphs. The forms of each verb which reveal
these three morphemes (generally they translate as present,
past and perfective) are the principle parts of these
verbs. Each verb 1s assligned to a specific conjugation
class based on the phonological shape of the serial,
punctual and perfective morphemes. The following sets
of those three aspects have been found.

(1) sertal (-s-}, punctual {-7-}, perfective - unmarked
/randhares/, /wahandhare?/ /rohbhare/ "He washes" etc.

(2) serial {-s-}, punctual {-7-), perfective {(-&-}
/rayésnas/, /wahayé+na?/ /royé n€/ "He holds" etc.

(3) serial {-a”®-}, punctual (-he?-]), perfective {-3-]}
/tehayahya ®kta?/, /wa?thayahyéa *kthe?/, /tehoyahya 7kt3/
"He lays 1t across"

(4) serial {-ha¥-}, punctual {-&°-} perfective (-B-)
/rahnybtha®/, /wahahnyé- t&?/ /rohnyé: t3/ "he puts it up"

(5) serial {-e”-}, punctual (-a?-} perfective {-3-)
/ratordthe?/ /wahatordtha?//rotordthd/ "He goes hunting"

(6) serial {-ha”-}, punctual (-°-}, perféctive (-3~}

/tehoh@réhtha?/, /wa?thoh®rehte?/, /tehoh®renhthd/ "He yedls"
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(7) serial {-as-}, punctual {=?}, perfective [-3—)
/rashétas/, /wahashete?/, /roshé°t§/ "He counts"

The serial aépect (=5=) can be followed by the
former past {-kwe?}s the continuative, with or without
the punctual (any form that does not end in a serial,
punctual, or perfective is considered an imperative).

The perfective [-5;} can be followed by the
remote past morpheme {-hne?}; the continuative with ax
wighaux the punctuals and the perfective serlal with
or without the punctual.

The punctual can follow the stem directly, or
it can follow the continuattve and perfective continw tive,
It is always terminal, however, when it occurs.

The progressive morpheme 1s added to the perfective
morpheme. The progressive morpheme can then be inflected
as part of a new base for a serial, punctual and perfective
form.

The co-occurance possibllities of the tense
markers with the aspects 1s restrictive. Chart and
Chart show the possible occurénces of the tense
morphemes with the various aspects. The first of the two
charts deals with aspects added to the serial aspect, the
Second with aspects added to the perfective. The charts
are divided 1in thirds from top to bottom, and in half
from right to left. The top third indicates the forms that
are non-imperatives and can not occur with tense markers.

The middle section countains the forms thab are non-imperatgives
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and can occur with vense markers. The botiom third cone
talns the imperatives. Only one 1mperative has temn coilected
with a tense marker /éhoy?thﬁhak/. It is translated as a
command "Let him keep planting it". It contrasts with
/roy?thﬁhak/ which simply lacks the indefinite tense
marker of the firsf. This indicates that in all probability
there should be lmperatives wlith tense markers, however, not
only have they evaded detection, but they are reject when
constructed. *

The right half of the charts contains all the
forms that contain an aspect other than the punctual
alone.

The forms on the chart are analyzed as follows.
/ray€thos/ He plants

{-ha-} "he"

{-yStho=-} "to plant"

{-s-) serial aspect
/raythoskwe?/ He used to plant

(-ha-} he

{-y®tho-} "to plant"

{-s-]} serial aspect

{-kwe?=] former past
/ahayEtho’/ Lét him plant

{(-a-) indefinite

{-ha=} he

{-y¥tho-] to plant

(-2} punctual aspect
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CHART NINE
ray€thos "He plants 1t"

rayethoskwe? "He used to plant it"

ahay€tho? For him to ahay€thOhseke? for him o continue
plant to plant
Thay€tho? He will plant @hay€thohseke? He'!ll go on planting

wahay®tho? He planted 1t

ray€tho Let him plant ray€thohsek let him continue to

plant

CHART TEN
roye€thd he has planted it

roy€ththne he planted it long ago

ahoy@thdke@ he should ahoy'é'th'éhake9 for Rim to kepp om

have planted it planting it
ohoy€thTke? He will ohoy®thThakeR He will always be
continue to plant 1t planting 1¢

ahoy€thOhak Let him keep planting it
roy€thShak Let him keep planting it
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/Ehay?tho?/ He will plant
[-?;] fugure
{-ha-) he
{-y§tho-} to plant
{-?) panctual aspect
/wahayEtho’/ He planted
{-w=) past tense
{-a=} empty morph
{-ha2} he
{-y&tho-} to rlant
{<?-} punctual aspect
/ahay€thohseke?/ for him to keep on planting
{-a-) indefinite
{-ha-} he
(-y®tho-} to plant
{-hs-} serial aspect (has shape /hs/ when followed
by continuative
/e/ epenthetic
{«k-] continuative
/e/ epenthetic
{-?} punctual aspect
/Ehay?thohseke’/ He will go on planting 1t
£-§;] future
[-hay?hohseke’] same as above
/rayétho/ Let him plaﬁt
~ {=pa-~) he

{~y€tho-{ Plant (no aspect 1is imperative)



109

/ray?thohsek/ Let him continue to plant
{-ha-] He
f-y?thohsek} as above (no aspect is imperative)
/royéth?/ He has planted
{-ho-} he (shape used with perfectives)
{Y§tho-] to plant
[-?-} perfective
/roy?th%hne/ He planted long ago
[royethonnet as above plus {-hnel} distant past
/ahoyethoke°/ He should have planted 1t
[—a-} indefinite
{=ho-} he 9shape require by perfective)
{-y®tho-] to plant
{-3-] perrective
{~k-} continuative
/e/ epenthetic
{-?) punctual
/ohoyfh?kef/ he will continue to plant
Samé as above except /o/ replaces the indefinite {-a-].
{-o-} 1s the shape the futute morpheme has with
perfectives
/ahoyeth‘hake’/ for him to keep on planting
{-a-) indeftntie
{=ho-)} he (form with perfective
{-yEtho-} to plant
f-§¥} perfective

{-hak-] serial perfective continuative
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/e/ epenthetic
{-?} punctual
/ohoy?thﬁhake’/ he will always be planting it
Same as above except the future tense morpheme
with the shape /o/ which 1t has with perfectives
replaces the indefinite [-a-]}
/ahoyEthﬁhak/ Let him keep planting
{-a-} indefinite
{<ho-} he
[-yEtho—] to plant
{~3-} perfective
{-hak-] perfective serial
/roygthﬁhak/ Let him keep planting

Same as above but laeks {-a-} indefinite
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NOUNS

The noun can be defined structurally in Mohawk as
any word which can have a noun prefix and a noun suffix.
Nouns occur with one of two noun prefixes /o/ and /ka/.
Thelr occurence appears to be morphologthcdlly conditione d.

Four noun suffix shapes have been 1isolated and they,
like the prfixes appear 10 be morphologically conditioned.
The three most common are /A?/, /39/ and /?/. A fourth /o?/,
occurs infrequently. All four of theee occuf with the
noun prefix [-ka-}, but only two have been found with
the prefix {~o-}. These are /a®/ and /?/.

Examples of the combinations follow. Each 1s followed
by an example of the stem without the affixes.
Ykan?hsa°] House

| {=ka=) noun prefix

(-nBhs-} stem "house"

(-a%-) noun suffix
/ronShsesré-nﬁ/ A long house man

(-ho—) third person singular masculine

i-nﬁhs-} "house"

{-es<} "to be long"

{-ror®-} "the one from"
/k¥t837/ fish

{-ka=-} noun prefix

(-1ts-} stem "fish" (a 4 1 > )

(-3~} noun suffix

/kitseks/ "D eat fish"
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{<ke} "I"
{-1ts-]} fishe
{-ek-} stem "To eat"
{~s-} serial aspect
/kana?taro?/ "bread"
| {-ka=} noun prefix
{-na?tar-} "bread"
[-0?7 noun suffix
/rana’taranéskw?s/ He steals the bread
(-ha-} "He"
{{(-na?tar-/ bread
{/a/ stem joiner
f-n?skw§¥] to steal
{-s-) serial appect
/oka*ra?/ "story"
. {-o0=} noun prefix
{-kar-} "story"
{-a?-} noun suffix
/takakaratatye°/ There was a story going around
(=t-) cislocative
(-a-) past tense
{-ka=-] third person neuter zoic
{~kar-} story
/a/ stem Joiner
[t?tye/ to be going around

{-2-} punctual aspect
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/% nSste?/ corn

{=0=] nou prefix

{«n®st~]} corn

/e/ epenthetic

{~?.) noun suffix
/ranEétayéthos/ He plants corn

{;ha-} third person singular masculine

{-n?st-} corn

Ya/ stem joiner

i-y?thosJ to plant

{-s-) serial aspect

Nouns also occur with possessive pronomlnal
morphemes. These bear a strikingxrexxxizrxhigx resemblense
to the pronomlinal prefixes. Like the pronominal prefixes that
occur with verbs, the possessive prefixes have somewhat giff-
erent shapes when they occur with nouns teginning with /a/
than they do at other times. (See Chart XI )

The possessive propouns exhibit a three way contrast
in number and person. All three persons occur in the
singular and plural, but the dual lacks a third person
form(the third plural 1s used). The third person singular
distinguishes a masculine, a neuter zolc and a feminine indefinite.
The third person plural distinguishes a masculine and non-mas-
culine.

The segmented pronomimal possessive prefixes liseed

in Chart XI are analyzed below.
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First person possessive pronominal prefixes.
{=ak-} first person possessive with non a-stems
/a/ possesive marker for first person singular
{-k=] first person singular
{-akw-) first person singular possessive with a-stems
{-a-} possessive marker for the first persor. singular
{-kw-]} first person singular possessive with a-stems
{-EEeni-] first person dual with non-a-stems
[-?—) possessive with first person dual and plural
{-k-]) first person
/e/ epenthetic
{-ni~]} dual ( /y/ with a-stema)
[*2&-] first persone possesslve dual with a-stems
{~§;] possessive with the first person dual and plural
{-k-] first person
{-y<} dual with a-stems
(ﬁkwa—] first person possessive plural
[-3;] possessive (see above)
{-k=} first person
{-wa=} plural
{-sa-] second person possessive singular
(-sa-] a third person neuter acgs on a second person
(both singular)
(-seni-} second person possessive dual with nona-stems.
«=-3-} second person
/e/ epethetic
{-ni-} dual (/y/ with a-stems)
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{~ts-)} second person possessive dual with a-stems
/ts/ from underlying */sy/ - */tsy/**/ts/ (8See 1.5)
{-sewa-]} second person plural possessive
{-s-} second person
/e/ epenthetic
{-wa=} plural
{=hao-} third person singular masculine possessive
{-ha-} third person masculine
{-0-} possessibe with third person forms
{-ao-} third person neuter-zolc possessive (Singular)
{-a=} third person indefinite (see 5.30)
{-o~) possessibe for third person forms
{-akao-] third person possessive feminine indelinive
(-ak-] feminine indefinite
{-a=} indefininte
{~0=] possessive for third person forms
{-haoti-] third person plural masculine possessive (non-a-stems)
{-ha-] third person masculine
{«=0-) possessive for third person forms
{~ti-) plural (see 5.30)
{-haon-} third person plural masculine possessive with a-stems
{-ha-} third person masculine
{-o-} possessive for third person forms
{-n-]} plural for third person with a-stems
{-aoti-} third person plural non-masculine possessive with
non-a-stems

{-a=} third person indefinite
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(=0~} possessive for third person forms
{-ti-} plural
{-aon-} thirg person plural possessive non-masculine with a-stems
{-a=} third person indefinime (See 5.30)
{-0-) possessive with third person rorms

{-n-} plural with third person and a-stems.



CHART ELEVEN

SEGMENTED POSSESSIVE PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

PERSON With non a-stems with both with a-stem
18 ak akw
28 . sa

3SM hao

38NZ o ao

3FI akao

1D '§k(e)n1 Sky
2D s(e)ni ts
IP 3kwa

2P s(e)wa

3PM raoti raon
3 PNM aoti aon

Paranthesis enclose epethetic vowels.
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CHART TWELVE
POSSESSIVE PREFIXES WITH NON A-STEMS AND A-STEMS

Non-a-stem {-na ?tarik"bread" A-stems {(-ahi-} "fruig"

Person

IS | ak(e)nia?taro? akwahi?
2S sana®taro? gdhi?
3SH raona?taro? radni®
3SNZ aona?taroc? adni?
3FI akaond?taro? akadhi®
D Bk(e)nind?taro? Bkydhi?
2D g(e)nind?taro? tsahi?
IP Tkwand ?taro? Bkwahi?
2P s(e)wand?taro® s(e)wiahi®
PM . raotind?taro? raondhi?
3PNM aotind?taro? aonahi?

Parenthetes enclose epenthetic vowels.
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PARTICLES

Particles 1n Mohawk are morphemes to which the
verbal and nominal prefixes can not be directly affixed.
There are two classes of particles in Mohawk; those which
occur as free forms, and those which are added to nouns
and verbs.

The free particles are usually demonstrative or
syntactic. Demonstrablwe forms such as /th6/ "there",

/*hke/ "who', /o- €/ "now and /kati/ are numerous and

easlly translated by the Mohawks. There are also some

particles which are compounds /thfxg/, "that one and /k{i-k&/
"thi2 one". These are demonstfatives és well and equally

rapldly translated. The pronouns, which are used generally

only for emphasis /i’i/ "1, /{.se?/ "you", /ra‘ha/ "he",

/hﬁha/ neuter-zoic and /aka‘ha/ feminine indefinite

also are members of the particle class of words.

The syntactic particles are usually left untranslated
by the Mohawks, and they are generally at a loss gsvto how
to translate them, when confronted with any of them in isol-
ation. They are not well understoof at this time.

The most common of these syntactic parcicles
are used in forming lnterogative sentences. They
occur in sentence final position. The pargicle /k§ ,
is used to transform a declarative sentence into an
interrogative.

/ray€thos k€/ "Does he plant? " (/ray€thos/ "He planti"z
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The second /wﬁhi/ questions the validity of
the sentence and is bést translated by "Isn't 1t? " or
"Doesnt't he'". A
/ray&thos wihi/ "He plants, doesn't he?"

The.syntactic particle /hé/ occurs before
obliques, but 1ts function 1s not at all clear at
this time. The two sentences which follow are both
translated as 'I saw the bear!. Mohawks agree that the
two sentences ére slightly different, but none have been
able to specify the difference or indicate the context in
which the difference 1is apparent.
/wa?kke? nokwasri?/ and / v‘va'?lrck?."a"7 okwaeri?/

Anothér mérker, /tsi/, éeems to indidate that

the followlng sequence of words 1is a subordinate clause.

Two bound particles have been found /-ke/ and
/=-kowa/. The first is a locative having the meaning
"at" or "on". It has an allomorph /-ne/. /-ke/ occurs
after /?/, and /=-ne/ occurs in all other positions. ,
Since most verbs in the serial aspect end in (-s-}, /-ne/
is the allomorph which follows and is translated as
"where somthing happens". Thus /ahkwesahsne/ "Where the

partridge drums"

(ahkwes-} "partridge"
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{-ahse} to drum

{-serial aspect

{-ne} locative

The /-ke/ form can be seen in /kahnawa?ke/ "on
the rapids" |

{~ka-]}

{-hnawa?-} rapids

{~ke} locative

The final morpheme to be considered is /=-kowa/,
which 1s used to indicate greatness of size. Thus
/kanﬁhsa’/ "house" /kan?hsa°k6~wa/ A huge house.

| (-ka-} noun prefix
{-nBhs-} house
(-a?-} noun suffix

{~kowa-] "great or large"
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APPENDIX ONE - ORTHOGRAPHY

The orthographic system used by the Caughnawaga
Mohawks was developed by the missionaries more than 250
years ago. Although 1t serves 1ts purpose rather well for
fluent speakers (although even they, on occassion have some
difficulty with it), 1t is very difficult to use in teaching.

There are ['ive puonemes walch are eitner not transcrikbed
at all, or arc abbiguously transcoiled. Lhese are /?/, /n/,
/3/, /&/ and / °/.

Tlhe glofcal stop, /?/ ls never transcribed. As a
result, minimal pairs such as /ota*ra?/ and /6?tara?/
"prim of a hat" and "clan" respecﬁively, are ﬁriften
identicaliy as "otara". For native speakers, context normally
disambiguates the pairs. In isolation, the forms as currently
wrlitten are ambiguos to all Mohawks, fluent or not.

In most cases Mohawk 18 written syllabically, with
a space or a dash between the syllatles. As a word is being
written, each writer pronounces the syllable as it 1is being
written. Since /h/ is lost in word final or syllable final
position (when the syllables are said in isolation), /h/'s
in those terminal positions are lost. Thus /okahra?/ "eyé",
/oka*ra?/ "story" and /ohkasra?/ "kindling wooag are all written
as "okara". |

The nasal vowels /§/ and /?/ are written as "on"
and "en" respectively. If a person writes a Mohawk word
without leaving spaces between the syllables, the orthographic

sequences "cn" and "en" are not distinguishakle from the

phonemic sequences /on/ and /ef/ (as opposed to /O/ and
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/3/). However, when spaces are left between the syllables,

the differences are apparent. When a syllable closes with

"on" or "en", then they are taken to be nasalized vowels.
If the syllable boundry falls between the vowel and the nasal,
then the reader regards them as successive phonemes.
Stress 1s never marked. As a result, even the mostg
fluent of Mohawk speakers frequently has to read a word
more than once to decide where the stress 1is to be placed.
Some writers of Mohawk write /y/, but not all. Those
who do not, write /i/ in its place. Likewise there is some
variation with "f", which is generally written /wh/, but a
few prefer to use "f".
Chart1l3 1ists the phonemes and the orthographic

representation of those phonemes in the current writing

system.
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CHART THIRTEEN
PHONEMIC TRANSCRIPTION ORTHOGRAPHIC TRANSCRIPTION
t t
k k
s s
h h (not written is syllable or
word final position)
? - Does not occur
n n
r r
W w
y 1 (generally - on occassion "y")
a a
e e
1 i
o 0
E en
3 on
‘ - Not transcribed
d - Not transcribed
wh wh (or sometimes "f")
ty ty (or sometimes "J")

ky ky (or sometimes "j")
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