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A b s tra c t

The P u e r to  R ican  O rganized w o rk e rs ' Movement 
and  th e  A m erican F e d e ra tio n  o f  L abo r, 1901 to  1934

by

C a rlo s  S anab ria  

A d v is e r :  P r o f e s s o r  H obart S pa ld ing

M ost s t u d i e s  o f  th e  F ed e rac id n  L ib re  de  lo s  T ra b a i a d o re s  

d e  P u e r t o  R ic o  (FLT) h av e  em p h asized  i t s  n o n - s o c i a l i s t  

c h a r a c t e r  an d  s t r e s s e d  th e  s tro n g  im p a c t Sam uel Gompers and 

th e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  Labor (AFL) e x e r t e d  in  p ro m o tin g  

t h e  F L T 's  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  and  r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c s .  O th e r  

s t u d i e s  e m p h a s iz e  t h e  e a r l y  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t 's  

s o c i a l i s t  id e o lo g y  and  th e  FLT's in d ep e n d en c e  o f  a c t i o n  v i s -  

A -v is  t h e  AFL. T h is  s tu d y  a rg u e s  t h a t  a l th o u g h  t h e  FLT d id  

in d e e d  grow  o u t  o f  a  movement in f lu e n c e d  by r a d i c a l  s o c i a l i s t  

and  a n a r c h i s t  t h in k i n g ,  i t  e x h ib i te d ,  fro m  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  a 

p re d o m in a n t ly  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  and r e f o r m is t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h is  

was t o  some e x te n t  th e  r e s u l t  o f  AFL in f lu e n c e ,  b u t  p r im a r i l y  

a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  

P u e r to  R ic o .

The AFL s u p p o r te d  th e  d em o cra tic  r i g h t s  o f  P u e r to  R ican  

w o rk e rs  t o  fo rm  l a b o r  u n io n s  and t o  s t r i k e  f o r  h ig h e r  w ages, 

a  s h o r t e r  w ork  d a y , an d  b e t t e r  w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s .  I t  

p r o v id e d  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  p a id  l a b o r  

o r g a n i z e r s .  P u e r to  R ican  w orkers b e n e f i t e d  somewhat fro m  th e  

A FL 's s t r i k e  and  s i c k  b e n e f i t s  program . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  AFL 

f u r t h e r e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  g row th  o f  t h e  FLT th r o u g h  th e
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p e r s o n a l  e f f o r t s  o f  AFL P r e s i d e n t  Sam uel G om pers , t h e  

c o m m iss io n in g  and  m o n ito r in g  o f  v o l u n te e r  l a b o r  o r g a n i z e r s , 

and th e  c h a r t e r i n g  o f  P u e rto  R ican  la b o r  u n io n s . However, th e  

AFL o n ly  s e rv e d  t o  r e in f o r c e  th e  t r a d e  u n io n i s t  and r e f o r m is t  

t e n d e n c ie s  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  w i th in  th e  FLT from  t h e  t im e  o f  

i t s  fo u n d in g .

Numerous f a c t o r s  o th e r  th a n  th e  id e o lo g ic a l  i n f lu e n c e  o f  

t h e  AFL f u r t h e r e d  t h e  FL T 's t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  and  r e f o r m i s t  

p o s i t i o n .  T hese  in c lu d e d  th e  e a r l y  l a b o r  m ovem en t's  f a i l u r e  

t o  d e v e lo p  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t r a t e g y  f o r  a c h ie v in g  a  new s o c i a l  

o r d e r  and  t h e  vague  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  k in d  o f  s o c i e t y  i t  so u g h t 

t o  c r e a t e .  M oreover, th e  r e p r e s s io n  and p e r s e c u t io n  t h e  FLT 

s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  han d s o f  l o c a l  e m p lo y e rs  and  g o v e rn m e n t 

o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  p ro m ise  o f  U .S . d em ocracy  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  

S p a i n 's  a u t o c r a t i c  r u l e ,  and t h e  i n h e r e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  

o r g a n iz in g  u n s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  

t o  th e  a p p e a l  o f  t r a d e  u n ion  and re fo rm  p o l i t i c s .
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C hap te r I  

INTRODUCTION

I t  i s  w id e ly  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  U .S . 

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  P u e r to  R ico  a f t e r  t h e  War o f  1 8 9 8 , t h e  

A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L abor (AFL) p la y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  

i n  th e  g row th  o f  th e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  d e  l o s  T rab a i a d o re s  de 

P u e r to  R ico  (F re e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  W orkers o f  P u e r to  R ic o , FLT). 

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t o  exam ine t h e  em erg ing  P u e r to  

R ican  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs ' movement, a s  r e p r e s e n te d  by t h e  FLT, 

and  m ost im p o r t a n t ly ,  t o  a d d re s s  c o n f l i c t i n g  t h e o r i e s  a b o u t 

t h e  A FL 's r o l e  i n  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu ry .  T h is  i n t r o d u c to r y  c h a p te r  

b e g in s  w i th  a  b r i e f  o v e rv ie w  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o r g a n iz e d  

l a b o r  i n  P u e r to  R ico  and  i d e n t i f i e s  s e v e r a l  key q u e s t io n s  

t h a t  w i l l  b e  a d d re s s e d  on th e  scope  and  im p a c t o f  t h e  AFL on 

th e  FLT. I t  in c lu d e s  a  rev ie w  o f th e  se c o n d a ry  so u rc e s  on  th e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ’s o rg a n iz e d  la b o r  movement.

H i s t o r i c a l  O verview  o f  th e  O rgan ized  L abor Movement

W orkers i n  P u e r to  R ico  began t o  form  l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  

d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  t h i r d  o f  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  I n  1897 , 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  on th e  i s l a n d  fro m  S p a in  v i a  Cuba, 

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in  and o th e r  a r t i s a n  w o rk e rs  l a i d  th e  

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  

movement w hen th e y  fo u n d ed  th e  F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l  d e  lo s
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2

T ra b a ia d o re s  de  P u e r to  R ico  (R e g io n a l F e d e ra t io n  o f  W orkers 

o f  P u e r to  R ic o ,  FR T ). S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

in v a s io n  o f  1898 , fo l lo w in g  a  s p l i t  i n  t h e  F e d e r a t io n ,  t h e  

FLT em erged  i n  Ju n e  o f  1899 a s  th e  o r g a n iz e d  e x p r e s s io n  o f  

t h e  i s l a n d ' s  em erg in g  w ork ing  c l a s s .  The FLT was t o  re m a in  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  i n  P u e r to  R ico  th r o u g h o u t  

th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  and a  h a l f  d ecad es o f  th e  c e n tu ry .

In  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  F i r s t  W orld  W ar, t h e  FLT 

u n d e r to o k  a  m ass cam paign t o  o r g a n iz e  P u e r to  R ican  l a b o r e r s  

u n d e rg o in g  a  r a p id  p ro c e s s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  The FLT le d  

many m i l i t a n t  s t r i k e s  o f  s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs  i n  u rb an  a r e a s ,  a s  

w e ll  a s  t h e  m ass iv e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r i k e s  i n  1905-06 and  1915- 

16 p e r io d s  t h a t  in v o lv e d  th o u sa n d s  o f  r u r a l  w orkers i n  dozens 

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  th ro u g h o u t th e  i s l a n d .

The F L T 's  s t r a t e g y  in c lu d e d  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  u n io n  o r g a n i z i n g .  In  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  1915 , t h e  FLT 

b r i e f l y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  e l e c t o r a l  a l l i a n c e s  w ith  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  la n d  owning e l i t e  and  u rb a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  

A f t e r  t h e  U .S . a n n e x a tio n  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , t h e  two p r i n c i p a l  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  on th e  i s l a n d  w ere  t h e  P a r t i d o  F e d e r a l  

( F e d e r a l  P a r t y ,  P F ) ,  w h ich  c o n s i s t e d  m o s t ly  o f  l a r g e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  w ith  i n t e r e s t s  i n  e x p o r t  c o f f e e  p r o d u c t io n ,  

and  t h e  P a r t i d o  R e p u b lic a n o  (R e p u b lic a n  P a r t y ,  P R ), w h ich  

b ro u g h t  t o g e t h e r  u rb a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  an d  l a r g e  la n d  ow ners 

in v o lv e d  i n  s u g a r  p ro d u c t io n .  In  1902, t h e  FLT a l l i e d  i t s e l f  

w i th  t h e  PF . H ow ever, a f t e r  t h e  PF b ro k e  up i n  1904 , t h e  FLT 

became p a r t  o f  a  new p a r t y ,  t h e  P a r t id o  U nidn (U nion  P a r t y ,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



3

PU) w h ic h  P u e r to  R ican  h a c e n d a d o s , m o s t ly  th o s e  i n  c o f f e e  

p r o d u c t io n ,  had o rg a n iz e d  in  an  e f f o r t  t o  u n i t e  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  

s e c t o r s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  U .S . c o l o n i a l i s m  on t h e  i s l a n d .  

H ow ever, t h e  FLT q u ic k ly  w ith d re w  from  th e  PU w hen, d u r in g  

t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r i k e s  o f  1 9 0 5 -0 6 , i t  n o te d  t h e  c l a s s  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e tw e e n  t h e  w o r k e r s  t h e  

F e d e r a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  and  t h e  l a r g e  la n d  o w n e rs  and  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  em ployers who made up th e  PU.

F e e l in g  th e  need f o r  an in d e p e n d e n t p o l i t i c a l  p r e s e n c e ,  

th e  FLT p a r t i c i p a t e d  on i t s  own in  th e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1906 and 

1 9 0 8 . H ow ever, i n  t h e  wake o f  p o o r  r e s u l t s  d u e  t o  i t s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  w eak n ess , th e  FLT t h e r e a f t e r  c o n c e n t r a te d  on 

o r g a n iz in g  th e  i s l a n d ' s  g row ing  r u r a l  l a b o r  f o r c e .  In  1915, 

a f t e r  a  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l  d r i v e  t o  u n io n iz e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

w o rk e rs ,  i t  founded  th e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a  ( S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  

PS) a s  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  w ing and once  a g a in  to o k  a  d i r e c t  p a r t  

i n  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s .  The PS a c h ie v e d  g r e a t  s u c c e s s e s  i n  th e  

e l e c t i o n s  o f  1917 when i t  o b ta in e d  14 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  v o te  and 

won i n  s i x  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and  i n  1920 when i t  p o l l e d  20 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o te s  c a s t  and won e ig h t  m u n ic ip a l e l e c t i o n s .

I n  t h e  p e r io d  a f t e r  th e  F i r s t  W orld W ar, h o w e v e r, t h e  

o r g a n iz e d  w o rk e r s ' movement became in c r e a s in g l y  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

an d  m ore c o n c e rn e d  w i th  o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  a n d  th e  

b e n e f i t s  o f  go v ern m en t p o s i t i o n s  th a n  w i th  t h e  s o c i a l  and  

e co n o m ic  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  I n  1 9 2 4 , t h e  PS 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  e l e c t o r a l  p a c t ,  known a s  t h e  C o a l i c id n  ( th e  

C o a l i t i o n ) ,  w i th  e le m e n ts  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  and  p ro -U .S .
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P a r t i d o  R e p u b l ic a n o . I n  1932 th e  PS came t o  pow er f o r  th e  

f i r s t  t im e  a s  p a r t  o f  a  c o a l i t i o n  w ith  t h e  P a r t i d o  U n id n  

R e p u b l i c a n a  (R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty  U nion , PUR). Among t h e  PUR 

l e a d e r s h i p  w e re  o w n ers  o f  l a r g e  s u g a r  a n d  n e e d le w o rk  

c o r p o r a t io n s .

As p a r t  o f  a  r u l i n g  c o a l i t i o n  w ith  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  c a p i t a l i s t s  i n t e r e s t s ,  th e  FLT an d  PS w ere  

r e l u c t a n t  t o  p r e s s  l a b o r  dem ands t h a t  a n ta g o n iz e d  t h e i r  

p a r t n e r s  i n  th e  governm en t. T hus, in  Ja n u a ry  o f  1934 th e  FLT 

r e a d i l y  a g re e d  t o  a  l a b o r  c o n t r a c t  fa v o re d  b y  t h e  s u g a r  

i n t e r e s t s  r e p r e s e n te d  by th e  PUR even  though  w o rk e rs  o p e n ly  

o p p o sed  t h e  a c c o rd .  Tens o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  s u g a rc a n e  w o rk e rs  

s u b s e q u e n t ly  w ent on s t r i k e  and r e p u d ia te d  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  

th e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  and th e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a  a f t e r  b lam ing  

th em  f o r  s e l l i n g  o u t  t h e  w o r k e r s ' i n t e r e s t s .  T h e se  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  th e n  e n te r e d  a  p e r io d  o f d e c l in e  from  w h ich  

th e y  n e v e r  r e c o v e r e d  a s  many w o rk e rs  jo in e d  a  new l a b o r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  C o n fe d e ra c id n  G e n e ra l de  T r a b a ia d o r e s  

(G e n e ra l  C o n f e d e ra t io n  o f  W orkers, CGT) and a  new p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y ,  t h e  P a r t i d o  P o p u la r  D em o cra tico  (P o p u la r  D em o cra tic  

P a r ty ,  PPD).

A c o n s p ic u o u s  a s p e c t  o f  th e  h i s to r y  o f  t h e  FLT was i t s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r  (A FL). In  

S e p te m b e r  o f  1 9 0 1 , t h e  FLT a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  t h e  AFL a n d  

t h e r e a f t e r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  f u l l y  a s  a  member o f  t h e  F e d e r a t io n .  

The FLT a r d e n t l y  s u p p o r te d  b o th  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  t h e  

p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  R ico  and  s ta te h o o d  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  and  i t
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c o n s i s t e n t l y  opposed  c a l l s  f o r  P u e r to  R ican  in d e p e n d e n c e . For 

m ore t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  t h e  AFL p r o v id e d  t h e  FLT w i th  

p o l i t i c a l ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  and  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  u n t i l  i t  

c e a s e d  t o  f u n c t io n  a s  a  v ia b le  l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  i n  th e  m id- 

n in e te e n  t h i r t i e s .

A c o m p a r is o n  o f  t h e  AFL and  FLT p r e s e n t s  some s h a rp  

c o n t r a s t s .  T he AFL f o c u s e d  o n ly  on  o r g a n i z i n g  an d  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s k i l l e d  i n d u s t r i a l  u r b a n  

w o rk e r s .  I n  P u e r to  R ic o , th e  FLT so u g h t t o  o r g a n iz e  r u r a l  

u n s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  s k i l l e d  u rb a n  

w o rk e rs . In  a d d i t i o n ,  w h ile  th e  AFL opposed  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  

o f  a  l a b o r  p a r t y  and  th e  d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s ' 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  FLT f a v o r e d  b o th .  

M o re o v e r, w h i le  t h e  AFL d is a p p ro v e d  o f  s o c i a l i s m ,  t h e  FLT 

e sp o u se d  s o c i a l i s t  id e o lo g y . A n o th e r o u t s t a n d in g  f e a t u r e  o f  

th e  FLT was i t s  d e c id e d ly  a n n e x a t io n is t  p o l i t i c s .

The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  fo c u s e s  on tw o fu n d a m e n ta l  q u e s t io n s  

i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement in  

P u e r to  R ic o .  What was th e  id e o lo g y  o f  t h i s  m ovem ent: was i t  

r e a l l y  s o c i a l i s t  o r  s im p ly  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  and  r e f o r m i s t ?  The 

s e c o n d a r y  l i t e r a t u r e  p r e s e n t s  c o n f l i c t i n g  v ie w s  on  t h i s  

i s s u e .  S e c o n d ly ,  w h a t r o l e  d i d  t h e  AFL p l a y  i n  t h e  

d ev e lo p m e n t o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e r s ' movement? The 

e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  have n o t th o ro u g h ly  exam ined  th e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  AFL i n  P u e r to  R ic o .  By a d d r e s s i n g  t h e s e  

q u e s t i o n s ,  t h i s  s tu d y  c o n s id e r s  w h e th e r  t h e  AFL d e c i s i v e l y  

in f lu e n c e d  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  FLT, o r  i f  i t  was m e re ly  one
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o f  a  num ber o f  f a c t o r s  w h ich  d e te rm in e d  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  

la b o r  m ovem ent's  id e o lo g y  and p r a c t i c e .

Review o f th e  S econdary  L i t e r a t u r e

T h e re  i s  l i t t l e  s c h o la r s h ip  on t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  AFL in  

P u e r to  R ic o .  The h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on  t h e  U .S . l a b o r  

movem ent d o e s  n o t  a d d re s s  t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  AFL o n  th e  

i s l a n d  o r  d o e s  so  i n  o n ly  a  v e ry  s u p e r f i c i a l  m an n e r. F o r  

exam ple  i n  The A .F .o f  L. in  t h e  Time o f  G om pers. P h i l i p  T a f t  

d e v o te s  o n ly  a  few  p a ra g ra p h s  t o  th e  A FL 's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  

t h e  l a b o r  movement in  P u e r to  R ic o .1 More r e c e n t l y ,  J u l i e  

G re e n e 's  P u re  and Sim ple P o l i t i c s .  The A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  

L ab o r and  P o l i t i c a l  A c tiv ism . 1881-1917 . n e g le c t s  t o  m en tio n  

th e  A FL's in v o lv em en t in  P u e r to  R ico a t  a l l . 2

The n e g le c t  o f  P u e r to  R ica n  la b o r  h i s t o r y  i n  U .S . l a b o r  

s t u d i e s  i s  a r g u a b ly  an  u n f o r t u n a t e  b y - p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  

am biguous p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  P u e r to  R ico  t o  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s .  I n  some r e g a r d s ,  th e  i s l a n d  f u n c t io n s  a s  an  i n t e g r a l  

p a r t  o f  t h e  U .S . and  in  o t h e r s  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n .  

P u e r to  R ic a n s  a r e  U .S . c i t i z e n s ,  b u t  th e y  c a n  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  o r  sen d  v o t in g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  

C o n g re ss . Y e t, th e y  send  d e le g a te s  t o  b o th  t h e  D em o cra tic  and 

R e p u b lic a n  n a t i o n a l  p a r ty  c o n v e n tio n s . P u e r to  R ico  i s  p a r t  o f

^ •P h ilip  T a f t . The A .F .o f  L. in  t h e  Time o f  Gompers (New Y ork: 
O ctagon B o o k s) , 1970.

2J u l i e  G re e n e , P u re  and Sim ple P o l i t i c s .  The A m erican 
F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor and P o l i t i c a l  A c tiv ism . 1881-1917 (New 
Y ork: C am bridge U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ) ,  1998.
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t h e  U .S . t a r i f f  sy s te m  and i t s  economy i s  f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  

i n t o  t h e  U .S . econom y, b u t  i t  f i e l d s  i t s  own Olympic team  and 

p a r t i c i p a t e s  in d e p e n d e n t ly  i n  a  num ber o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c u l t u r a l  e v e n t s ,  su ch  a s  th e  M iss U n iv e rse  c o m p e t i t io n s .  F or 

m ost o f  U .S . h i s t o r y ,  th e  P u e r to  R ican  l a b o r  m ovem ent has 

been  t a n g e n t i a l  t o  th e  main c o n ce rn s  o f  U .S . la b o r .

I n  P u e r to  R ico , th e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  a r e  th e  fo c u s  o f  t h i s  

s tu d y  h av e  b e e n  a d d re s s e d  som ewhat m ore e x t e n s i v e l y  ev en  

th o u g h  t h e y  have  n o t  been  a  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  

P u e r to  R ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y ,  n o r  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i e s  

and  l a b o r  s t u d i e s  p ro d u ced  on th e  i s l a n d  s in c e  t h e  e a r l y  

197 0 s .  A re v ie w  o f  how th e s e  q u e s t io n s  have  b e en  a n sw e red  

d i s c lo s e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  r e g a rd in g  

th e  FLT ' s  s o c i a l i s t  id e o lo g y  and  th e  r o l e  o f  t h e  AFL in  

P u e r to  R ic o .

Many o f  th e  i s l a n d 's  h i s t o r i a n s  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

who h av e  commented on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  FLT and t h e  PS deny 

t h a t  t h e s e  w ere  s o c i a l i s t  o r g a n iz a t io n s  an d  a t t r i b u t e d  FLT 

and PS id e o lo g y  t o  t h e  in f lu e n c e  th e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L a b o r . O th e r  s c h o la r s  have a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  FLT and PS began  

a s  s o c i a l i s t  and  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  b u t  o n l y  

s u b s e q u e n t ly  becam e t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  a n d  r e f o r m i s t .  T h ey  

e m p h a s iz e , how ever, t h a t  th e  AFL d id  n o t p la y  a  d e c i s i v e  r o l e  

in  t h a t  t r a n s fo r m a t io n .

In  P u e r to  R ico  Freedom and Power i n  t h e  C a r ib b e a n . U .S . 

s c h o l a r  G ordon K. L ew is , p la c e d  P u e r to  R i c o 's  h i s t o r y  i n  a  

P a n -C a r ib b e a n  fram ew ork  and i n  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s
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c o n t in u in g  n e o - c o lo n ia l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  

L ew is p o r t r a y e d  t h e  l a b o r  movement i n  h ig h ly  u n f l a t t e r i n g  

te rm s . He c la im e d  t h a t  i t  was n e v e r  r e a l l y  s o c i a l i s t ,  b u t  had 

from  t h e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  s u r re n d e re d  to  w hat Lewis r e f e r r e d  t o  

a s  t h e  endem ic  te m p ta t io n  in  a l l  L a t in  A m erican  c o u n t r i e s  t o  

b e c o m in g , " t h e  w ard  o f  a b o g u s  s o c i a l  an d  p o l i t i c a l  

r a d i c a l i s m ." 3

He c h a r a c t e r i z e d  FLT l e a d e r  S a n t i a g o  I g l e s i a s ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  th in k in g  as "an  e lo q u e n t  c o n fu s io n  o f  d i s p a r a t e  and 

i l l - d i g e s t e d  id e a s  g a th e r e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  from  M arx ism , 

S p a n is h  s y n d i c a l i s m ,  and A m erican  l a b o r  o f  t h e  Gom pers 

s t y l e . " 4 H ow ever, L ew is a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  FLT and i t s  P a r t i d o  

S o c i a l i s t a  a c te d  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  th e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L ab o r. As p ro o f  he c i t e d  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  l a b o r  m ovem ent's 

P a r t i d o  S o c i a l i s t a  i n  1915 a s  a  d e v i a t i o n  fro m  G om pers ' 

s t r a t e g y  o f  u s in g  t h e  l a b o r  v o te  a s  a  way o f  " r e w a rd in g  

f r i e n d s  a n d  p u n i s h i n g  e n e m i e s . " 5 L ew is  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  

e l e c t o r a l  a l l i a n c e  b e tw een  t h e  PS an d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

P a r t id o  R e p u b lic a n o . a  p a r ty  o f  hacendados and p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  

a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e i r  m u tu a l i n t e r e s t  i n  p ro m o tin g  U .S . 

s ta te h o o d  f o r  P u e r to  R ico .

I n  P a r t y  P o l i t i c s  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . U .S . p o l i t i c a l  

s c i e n t i s t  R o b e r t  A nderson  exam ined  th e  g ro w th  o f  t h e  p a r t y

5Gordon K. L ew is, P u e r to  R ico . Freedom and Power i n  th e  
C a rib b e an  (New York: M onthly Review P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ), p .  233.

4I b i d . , p .  236.

5I b i d . , p .  233.
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sy s te m  and p o l i t i c a l  developm ents on th e  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  p e r io d  

a f t e r  t h e  Second W orld War. A lthough  he d id  n o t  fo c u s  on  th e  

e a r l y  l a b o r  m ovem ent, he c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  AFL s t r o n g l y  

i n f lu e n c e d  o r g a n iz e d  la b o r  i n  P u e r to  R ic o .  A nderson  a rg u e d  

t h a t  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  1915, when th e  PS was o rg a n iz e d ,  S a n t ia g o  

I g l e s i a s  r e a d i l y  a c c e p te d  "G om pers's th e o r y  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

r o l e  an d  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  l a b o r  movement. ”6 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he 

a g re e d  w ith  L e w is 's  a n a ly s i s  o f  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s ' s  b ra n d  o f  

s o c ia l i s m .  A nderson view ed I g l e s i a s  as a p ra g m a tic  l e a d e r  who 

was " u n to u c h e d  by  t h e  s u b t l e t i e s  o f  E u ro p e a n  M a r x i s t  

S o c i a l i s m . " 7 He e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e tw e e n  

G o m p e rs ' p o l i t i c a l  id e a s  an d  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  an  

in d e p e n d e n t  l a b o r  p a r t y  in  P u e r to  R ico  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  

d i r e c t  e l e c t o r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  p a r t i s a n  

n a t u r e  o f  i s l a n d  p o l i t i c s .  A nderson  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  P S 's  

u n d o c t r i n a i r e  an d  n o n id e o lo g ic a l  p o l i t i c s  t o  P u e r to  R ic a n  

p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and  

Sam uel G om pers's i n f lu e n c e .8

The h i s t o r i a n  B la n c a  S i l v e s t r i n i  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  S am uel Gompers on th e  w o r k e r s ' m ovem ent i n  

P u e r to  R ic o . I n  Los t r a b a ia d o r e s  v e l  P a r t i d o  S o c i a l i s t a .  

1 9 3 2 -1 9 4 0 . S i l v e s t r i n i  a rg u e d  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  1 9 3 0 s , t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  a m b itio n s  o f  th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  FLT and  PS to o k

^ R o b ert w. A nderson , P a r ty  P o l i t i c s  in  P u e r to  R ico  (S ta n f o rd :  
S ta n fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1965), p . 34.

7I b i d .

8I b i d . ,  p . 35.
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p re c e d e n c e  o v e r  t h e  econom ic and  s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

w o rk e rs  th e y  r e p r e s e n te d .  She e x p la in e d  th e  a l l i a n c e  be tw een  

th e  PS and  t h e  PUR a s  th e  c o n seq u en ce  o f  t h e  tw o p a r t i e s ' 

d e s i r e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  and  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  U .S . 

s ta te h o o d  f o r  P u e r to  R ico . S i l v e s t r i n i  acknow ledged  t h a t  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  u n io n s  i n  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s  

r e p r e s e n te d  an  a r e a  o f  d isa g ree m e n t be tw een  th e  AFL and  th e  

FLT, b u t  n e v e r th e l e s s  concluded  t h a t  t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  

o f  L ab o r e x e r t e d  a  s t r o n g  in f lu e n c e  on th e  l a b o r  movement in  

P u e r to  R ic o  th ro u g h  i t s  em phasis on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

w o rk e rs  by t r a d e s  and  th e  c o n tr o l  o f  s t r i k e  movements by th e  

c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p .9

A n o th e r  P u e r to  R ican  h i s t o r i a n  who s t r e s s e d  t h e  im p a c t 

o f  Sam uel Gompers and  th e  A m erican F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r i n  

P u e r to  R ic o  was A r tu ro  M orales C a r r id n .  In  h i s  s tu d y  o f  

P u e r to  R ic o  from  S p a n ish  c o l o n i a l  t im e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  

P u e r to  R ic o .  A P o l i t i c a l  and C u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y . M o ra le s  

C a r r id n  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  I g l e s i a s  p a id  a  h eavy  p r i c e  f o r  t h e  

p o w e r fu l  a l l i e s  and  p r o t e c t i o n  he r e c e i v e d  fro m  S am uel 

Gompers a n d  t h e  AFL. He a rg u ed  t h a t  I g l e s i a s  b e g a n  a s  a  

M a r x i s t - in f l u e n c e d  s o c i a l i s t ,  b u t  became G om pers' f a i t h f u l  

d i s c i p l e  a n d  c o n v e r t e d  to  "A m erican  t r a d e  u n io n is m , t h e  

d o c t r i n e s  o f  U .S . c o n s t i t u t io n a l i s m ,  and th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f

9B lan ca  S i l v e s t r i n i ,  Los t r a b a i  ad o re s  v  e l  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a  
1932-1940. (R io  P ie d r a s :  E d i to r ia l  U n iv e r s i t a r i a ,  1979), 
p p .1 9 -2 0 .
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U .S . p o l i t i c s , and  th e  p ropaganda  sy s te m  t h e  A .F . o f  L . u se d  

t o  s p re a d  i t s  g o s p e l . "1°

F o r  M o ra le s  C a r r id n ,  Gompers was a  b e n ig n  b u t  e a g e r  

t u t o r  who so u g h t t o  A m erican ize  P u e r to  R ican  la b o r  a t t i t u d e s ,  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  and  m e th o d s . C a r r id n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  " w i th  

I g l e s i a s  a t  t h e  he lm , many o f  th e  [ i s l a n d 's  l a b o r ]  l e a d e r s  

w ere w i l l i n g  t o  an sw er G om pers's c a l l  t o  a c t io n  and  em brace  

th e  new s t r o n g  f a th e r la n d  and i t s  p ro m ised  freedom . " H  In  i t s  

m ost e x tre m e  fo rm , t h i s  l i n e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  v iew s Sam uel 

Gompers and  th e  A m erican F e d e ra tio n  o f  L abor as d i r e c t  a g e n ts  

o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  b o u rg e o is ie  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  i t s  

c o l o n i a l  p o l i c y  i n  P u e r to  R ico . As su c h , t h e  AFL i s  d e p ic te d  

a s  u n d e rm in in g  t h e  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c s  an d  m i l i t a n c y  o f  t h e  

e a r l y  P u e r to  R ican  l a b o r  movement. Gompers and t h e  AFL a r e  

p o r t r a y e d  a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  p ro m o tin g  s u p p o r t  f o r  U .S . 

c i t i z e n s h i p  and s ta te h o o d  fo r  P u e r to  R ico .

T h u s , i n  La p o l i t i c s  v l o  p o l i t i c o  e n  P u e r to  R ic o . 

W ilf re d o  M atos C in trd n  c la im ed  t h a t  t h e  AFL p la y e d  a  p r im a ry  

r o l e  i n  p ro m o tin g  "y an k ee  im p e r ia l is m "  i n  P u e r to  R i c o . 12 

C in t r d n  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  w h ile  t h e  AFL' s s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t s  t o  P u e r t o  R ic o  seem ed  

p r o g r e s s i v e ,  i t  was a l s o  r e a c t i o n a r y  and  p la y e d  i n t o  t h e

10A rtu ro  M ora les  C a r r id n , P u e rto  R ico . A P o l i t i c a l  and  
C u l tu r a l  H is to ry  (New York: N o rton , 1 9 8 3 ), p . 178.

u I b i d . ,  p .  179.

12W ilf re d o  M atos C in trd n , La p o l l t i c a  v  lo  p o l i t i c o  e n  P u e r to  
R ico  (M dxico: E d ic io n e s  E ra , 1980), p . 63 .
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h an d s o f  U .S . c o lo n ia l i s m  by w eak en in g  t h e  a n t i - c o l o n i a l  

u n i t e d  f r o n t  t h a t  m ig h t h a v e  b e en  f o r g e d  b e tw e e n  i s l a n d  

w o rk e rs  and  l o c a l  h a c e n d a d o s , t h e  co m m erc ia l fa rm  o w n e r s . 13 

T h is ,  h e  s t a t e d ,  o c c u r re d  b e c a u s e  m ost h a c e n d a d o s  o p p o sed  

U .S . c o l o n i a l  p o l i c i e s  a s  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e i r  eco n o m ic  

i n t e r e s t s ,  w h ile  many w o rk e rs , e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  

FLT and  t h e  PS , to o k  a  p ro -U .S . s ta n c e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  th e y  o b ta in e d  from  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  

C o n s e q u e n tly , th e y  a d v o c a te d  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  and  a n n e x a tio n  

t o  t h e  U .S . w h ile  many hacendados demanded in d e p e n d e n c e  o r  a t  

l e a s t  g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  autonomy f o r  P u e r to  R ico .

J u a n  A n g e l S i ld n  a l s o  e m p h a s iz e d  t h e  key  r o l e  t h e  

A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r p la y e d  in  s u b o r d i n a t i n g  th e  

P u e r to  R ic a n  w o rk e rs ' movement t o  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

a n n e x a t io n  t o  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  In  h i s  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  

i s l a n d ' s  l a b o r  m ovem ent, A p u n te s  p a r a  l a  h i s t o r i a  d e l  

m o v im ien to  o b r e r o  p u e r t o r r i a u e n o . S i ld n  c la im e d  t h a t  th e  

FL T 's a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  th e  AFL r e s u l t e d  in  a c q u ie s c e n c e  t o  i t s  

r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c s ,  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  w o rk e rs  by t r a d e ,  and 

th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  an i n c i p i e n t  la b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y . 14

A l l  o f  t h e  s tu d ie s  r e f e r r e d  to  above em p h asized  th e  non­

s o c i a l i s t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  e a r l y  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  m ovement in  

P u e r to  R ico  and s t r e s s e d  th e  s t r o n g  in f lu e n c e  Sam uel Gompers

13I b i d . ,  p . 64 .

14Ju a n  A ngel S i l e n ,  A ountes p a ra  l a  h i s t o r i a  d e l  m ovim iento  
o b re ro  p u e r to r r io u e f io  (R io P ie d ra s s  E d i t o r i a l  C u l t u r a l ,  
19 7 8 ), 5 2 .
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and  t h e  AFL e x e r t e d  i n  p ro m o tin g  t h e  m o v em en t' s  t r a d e  

u n i o n i s t  a n d  r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c s .  A v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  h o w e v e r , em erged  in  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 s when 

G e rv a s io  G a rc ia  and A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra  l e d  a  "new h i s to r y "  

movement w hich  fo c u se d  on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  w ork ing  c l a s s  i n  

P u e r to  R ico  and  em p h asized  s o c i a l  and econom ic  d e v e lo p m e n ts  

i n s t e a d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y . 15 T h e i r  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e d  

p r i m a r i l y  on  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  th e  o r i g in s  o f  th e  P u e r to  R ican  

w o rk in g  c l a s s  and  t r a c i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  i t s  e a r l i e s t  

a t te m p ts  t o  form  la b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  t h i r d  o f  

th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y .  They a l s o  a n a ly z e d  th e  im p a c t o f  U .S . 

p o l i t i c a l  an d  econom ic  p o l i c i e s  on w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ico  

d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  d eca d es  o f  th e  tw e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  In  

c o n t r a s t  t o  m ost o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  c i t e d  a b o v e , 

G e rv a s io  G a rc ia  and A ngel Q u in te ro  R i v e r a 's  w ork e m p h a s ize d  

th e  e a r l y  l a b o r  m ovem ent's g en u in e  s o c i a l i s t  id e o lo g y  and  th e  

FLT’s in d ep en d en ce  o f  a c t io n .

I n  an  e s s a y  on th e  o r i g i n s  o f  th e  P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  

m ovem ent, G e rv a s io  G a rc ia  o b se rv e d  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  

q u e s t i o n  w h e th e r  t h e  o r g a n iz e d  w o rk e rs  o f  P u e r t o  R ic o  

s u b s e r v i e n t l y  fo llo w e d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  d i c t a t e s  o f  t h e  A m erican 

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r  o r  i n s t e a d  p u rsu e d  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  

o u t l i n e d  b y  t h e i r  own l e a d e r s  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  by  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . W hile a c k n o w le d g in g  t h a t  t h e  

FLT d e v e lo p e d  w i t h in  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  i t s  a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e

15Jam es D ie tz ,  "P u e r to  R ic o 's  Mew H is to r y ," L a t in  A m erican 
R e se a rch  Review  19 num. 1 (1 9 8 4 ): 210-222.
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A m e ric a n  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r , G a r c ia  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  

a f f i n i t y  be tw een  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  two f e d e r a t io n s  was only  

c o i n c i d e n t a l  and  was n o t  a lw ay s m a in ta in e d .  A c c o rd in g  to  

G a r c i a ,  b o th  f e d e r a t i o n s  v iew ed  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  

w o rk in g  c l a s s  a s  t h e i r  p r im a ry  g o a l ,  and  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was s e c o n d a ry . However, G a rc ia  c la im e d  t h e  AFL 

and  t h e  FLT a p p l ie d  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  w i th  t h e  FLT 

b e in g  d e c id e d ly  more p o l i t i c a l  th a n  th e  A FL.16 G a rc ia  a rgued  

t h a t  A n d e rso n  was i n c o r r e c t  when he c la im e d  th e  FLT sim p ly  

fo l lo w e d  AFL p o l i c y  u n t i l  1915. On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  he  ag re ed  

w ith  L e w is ' v iew  t h a t  th e  FLT a c te d  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  t h e  AFL.

In  t h e i r  book D e sa f io  v s o l i d a r i d a d .  b re v e  h i s t o r i a  d e l 

m o v im ien to  o b r e ro  p u e r to r r i a u e n o . G e rv a s io  G a rc ia  an d  Angel 

Q u in te r o  R iv e r a  s t a t e d  t h a t  d u r in g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  th e  

a f f i l i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L ab o r re m a in e d  m o s tly  i n d i f f e r e n t  to w a rd s  

w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ic o .* 7 T h is  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  th e y  c la im e d , 

g u a ra n te e d  t h e  autonom ous d ev elo p m en t o f  t h e  l a b o r  movement 

on  t h e  i s l a n d . 1-8 The v iew  t h a t  th e  i s l a n d ' s  l a b o r  movement 

d e v e lo p e d  i t s  own c h a r a c t e r  i s  a l s o  su p p o r te d  by F ra n c is c o  A. 

S c a ra n o  i n  P u e r to  R ic o , c in c o  s i c l o s  de h i s t o r i a . A cco rd in g

16G e rv a s io  G a rc ia ,  "Los o r ig e n e s  d e l  m ovim iento o b re ro  en  
P u e r to  R ic o : m ito s  y  problem as" i n  H is to r i a  c r l t i c a .  h i s t o r i a  
s i n  c o a r t a d a s .  a lo u n o s  problem as de l a  h i s t o r i a  de  P u e r to  
R ico  (R io  P ie d r a s :  E d ic io n e s  H uracdn, 1985), p . 82 .

17G e rv a s io  G a rc ia  and Angel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra , D e sa f io  v  
s o l i d a r i d a d . p . 37 .

18I b i d . , p . 5 8 .
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t o  S c a ra n o ,  t h e  l a b o r  movement i n  P u e r to  R ico  d e v e lo p e d  

p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  w hich  p r e v a i l e d  on 

th e  i s l a n d .  T hese  c o n d it io n s  in c lu d e d  a  l a r g e  number o f  r u r a l  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s ,  many u n s k i l l e d  u rb a n  w o rk e rs , a  h ig h  

l e v e l  o f  unem ploym ent, and low w ages. 19

The id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  movement was

a n o th e r  i s s u e  a d d re s s e d  by th e  new h i s t o r y .  A ngel Q u in te ro  

R iv e ra  c h a l le n g e d  Gordon L ew is and  R o b e r t  A n d e rs o n 's  v iew  

t h a t  t h e  l a b o r  movement was n e v e r r e a l l y  a  r a d i c a l  o r  t r u l y  

s o c i a l i s t  m ovem en t. Q u in te r o  c la im e d  t h a t  l i b e r t a r i a n  

s o c ia l i s m  was t h e  id e o lo g y  o f  r a d i c a l  a r t i s a n  w o rk e rs  a t  th e  

s t a r t  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y  and  t h a t  i t  i n f lu e n c e d  t h e  l a b o r  

movement f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s . A cco rd ing  t o  Q u in te ro , t h e  PS, 

o rg a n iz e d  i n  1915 by p r o l e t a r i a n i z e d  a r t i s a n s  and p l a n t a t i o n  

l a b o r e r s ,  s o u g h t  a r a d i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  P u e r to  R ican  

s o c i e t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he c la im e d  t h a t  by 1924 , i s l a n d  

p o l i t i c s  r e v o lv e d  a ro u n d  th e  P u e r to  R ic a n  w o rk in g  c l a s s  

m ovem ent a n d  t h a t  i t s  m i l i t a n c y  and  r e s o l u t e  s o c i a l i s t  

p o l i t i c s  th r e a te n e d  th e  hacendados and th e  grow ing c a p i t a l i s t  

p l a n t a t i o n  sy s te m  a s  w e l l .20

In  an  a r t i c l e  on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  P u e r to  R ican  w ork ing

c l a s s ,  Q u i n t e r o  R iv e r a  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n s  and

19F ra n c is c o  A .S ca ran o , P u e r to  R ico , c in c o  s i c lo s  de h i s t o r i a  
(San Ju a n : McGraw H i l l ,  1993), p . 639.

20 A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra , "E l P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t s  y  l a  lu c h a  
t r i a n g u l a r  d e  l a s  p rim eras  ddcadas b a jo  l a  dom inacidn  
n o r te a rn e r ic a n a ," R e v is ta  de  C ie n c ia s  S o c ia le s  19, num. 1 
(1 9 7 5 ): 4 9 -9 9 .
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d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a  r a d i c a l  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  m ovem ent on  t h e  

i s l a n d  was r o o te d  i n  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  

l a b o r in g  p o p u la t io n  t h a t  began in  th e  l a t e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  

and t h a t  i n t e n s i f i e d  in  th e  a f te r m a th  o f  th e  U .S . o c c u p a t io n .  

He c la im e d ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  i n  t h e  n in e te e n  t w e n t i e s  t h i s  

p r o c e s s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  came t o  an end  and  t h a t  t h i s  

f a c t  e x p l a i n s  th e  l a b o r  m o v em en t's  t u r n  to w a rd  r e f o r m i s t  

p o l i t i c s  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  P S 's  a l l i a n c e  w i th  t h e  PUR. 

"The p a r a l y s i s  in  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s  an d  th e  

g ro w th  o f  m a ra in a d o s  [ m a r g in a l iz e d  w o rk e rs ]  s h a t t e r e d  th e  

f a i t h  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  i n  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  i t s  f u t u r e  

v i c t o r y , "  and  t h a t  a s  a  c o n se q u e n c e , th e  PS e n t e r e d  i n t o  an 

e l e c t o r a l  a l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  PUR in  o r d e r  t o  " p a r t i c i p a t e  in  

g o v e rn m e n t an d  p u t  th ro u g h  s p e c i f i c  m e a su re s  l e a d i n g  t o  

im m edia te  im provem ent."  21

I n  The O rg a n iz e d  L abor Movement i n  P u e r to  R ic o . M ile s  

G a lv in ,  l i k e  A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e r a ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  

i s l a n d 's  e a r l y  la b o r  movement a s  r a d i c a l .  G a lv in  c la im e d  t h a t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t h a t  d e n ie d  i t s  r a d i c a l  n a tu r e  w ere  b a se d  on 

I g l e s i a s ' s  m em oirs, w r i t t e n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  i n  

w h ich  h e  r e v i s e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  

FLT.22 G a lv in  em p h asized  t h a t  t h e  movement e s p o u s e d  r a d i c a l  

id e o lo g y  b u t  c o u ld  n o t  im p lem en t i t . T h u s , t h e  m ovem en t' s

21A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra , "P u e rto  R ico , c .  1870-1940 ,"  i n  
The C am bridge H is to ry  o f  L a t in  A m erica . V o l. V (Cam bridges 
C am bridge U n iv e r s i ty  P re s s ,  1 9 8 6 ), p . 284.

22M ile s  G a lv in ,  The O rganized  L abo r Movement i n  P u e r to  R ico  
(London: A s s o c ia te d  U n iv e rs i ty  p r e s s e s ,  1979 ), p .  69 .
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em brace  o f  re fo rm  was b a sed  on a  c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  r e v o l u t i o n . 23

G a lv in  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L a b o r  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  m o v em en t's  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  to w a rd s  

re fo rm ism , b u t  em phasized  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  th e  r e s u l t  o f  any 

M a c h ia v e l l ia n  p l o t .  He d e f in e d  th e  AFL-FLT r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  

one o f  " f l e x i b l e  a m b ig u ity "  w h e re in  t h e  FLT in  some r e g a r d s  

f u n c t io n e d  j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  s t a t e  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  l a b o r ,  

w h i le  i n  o t h e r s  i t  a c te d  l i k e  t h e  l a b o r  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  a n  

in d e p e n d e n t  r e p u b l i c .  G a lv in  e x p la in e d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  i s l a n d 's  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement 

a s  p a r t l y  a co n seq u e n ce  o f  th e  weak p o s i t i o n  i t  fo u n d  i t s e l f  

i n  d u e  t o  t h e  s u p e ra b u n d a n c e  o f  u n s k i l l e d  a n d  e a s i l y  

r e p l a c e a b l e  w o rk e r s .  The l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  l a b o r  m ovem ent, he  

a rg u e d , became c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  b e s t  way t o  p rom o te  s o c i a l  

r e f o r m  was th r o u g h  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s  r a t h e r  t h a n  l a b o r  

s t r i k e s . 24 He c la im e d , m oreover, t h a t  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  

i s l a n d ' s  w o rk in g  c l a s s  m ovem ent fro m  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

in d e p e n d e n c e  was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d u e  t o  AFL i n f l u e n c e .  

R a th e r ,  i t  was b a se d  on th e  v iew  t h a t  an  in d e p e n d e n t  P u e r to  

R ico  f r e e  o f  U.S s u r v e i l l a n c e  "would le a v e  w o rk in g  p e o p le  a t  

th e  t o t a l  m ercy o f  t h e  i s l a n d 's  em ploying  c l a s s . "25

T h is  re v ie w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  h i g h l ig h t s  th e  c o n f l i c t i n g  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  advanced  by s c h o la r s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  r e g a rd in g

2 3 i b i d . ,  p . 9 8 .

2 4 i b i d . , p .  65 .

2 5 i b i d .  p .  6 3 .
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t h e  id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  P u e r to  R ic a n  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  

m ovem ent, and  th e  r o l e  th e  AFL p la y e d  on th e  i s l a n d .  As n o ted  

a b o v e , some h i s t o r i a n s  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a rg u e d  th e  

movement was n e v e r r e a l l y  s o c i a l i s t ,  w h ile  o th e r s  c la im e d  th e  

o p p o s i t e .  Of t h o s e  t a k i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p o s i t i o n ,  many 

m a in ta in e d  t h a t  t h e  AFL e x e r te d  a  d e c i s i v e  i n f lu e n c e  i n  th e  

FLT’s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  from  s o c i a l i s t  and  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  to  

t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  and  r e f o r m i s t .  O th e r s ,  h ow ever, have  d e n ie d  

t h e  AFL s u c h  a p ro m in e n t  r o l e ,  i n s t e a d ,  a t t r i b u t i n g  th e  

c h a n g e  i n  t h e  l a b o r  m ovem ent's  p o l i t i c s  t o  o t h e r  c a u s e s .  

Q u in te r o  s t r e s s e d  t h e  e n d in g  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  

p r o c e s s  a n d  G a lv in  e m p h a s iz e d  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  h ig h  

u n em p lo y m en t and  s e v e r e  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  l a b o r  s t r i k e s  as 

f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u te d  to  th e  m ovem ent's  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p u t 

i t s  r e v o lu t io n a r y  id e o lo g y  in to  p r a c t i c e .

G iv e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  AFL i n  t h i s  

c o n t r o v e r s y ,  i t  i s  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  AFL s o u rc e s  have  n o t  been 

u se d  i n  a d d r e s s in g  q u e s t io n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  i t s  r o l e  i n  P u e r to  

R ic o . V a lu a b le  AFL p r im a ry  s o u rc e s  e x i s t  w h ich  h ave  n e v e r  

b e e n  ex am in ed  i n  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  

l a b o r  m ovem ent a n d  no s t u d i e s  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  A F L 's 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h a t  h i s t o r y  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n .  In  

" 2 C o lo n ia lis m o  s i n d i c a l  o s o l i d a r i d a d  i n t e r n a c i o n a l ? " , F d lix  

O je d a  R eyes c r i t i c i z e d  P u e r to  R ic a n  s c h o l a r s  f o r  t h e i r  

f a i l u r e  t o  a v a i l  th e m se lv e s  o f  im p o r ta n t  AFL docum ents i n  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s . 26 T h ese  docum ents and  r e s o u r c e s  i n c lu d e  th e
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p r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t io n s  o f  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r, t h e  l e t t e r s ,  e d i t o r i a l s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and  

r e p o r t s  t h a t  a p p e a re d  i n  th e  AFL j o u r n a l ,  The A m erican  

F e d e r a t i o n i s t . an d  AFL p r e s i d e n t  S a m u e l  G o m p e rs ' 

c o rre sp o n d e n c e  w ith  la b o r  le a d e rs  in  P u e rto  R ic o .

The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  in c o r p o r a te s  t h e s e  AFL s o u r c e s .  I t  

a l s o  u se s  FLT and PS d o cu m en ta tio n , in c lu d in g  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

p ro g ram s and th e  s u r v iv in g  r e c o rd s  o f  FLT l a b o r  c o n g re s s e s  

and  t h e  P S ’s fo u n d in g  c o n v e n t io n . In  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  u se s  t h e  

w r i t in g s  o f  p ro m in en t le a d e r s  o f  th e  e a r l y  P u e r to  R ican  la b o r  

movement.

The s tu d y  f in d s  t h a t  s o c i a l i s t  and a n a r c h i s t  id e o lo g ie s  

had  a s t r o n g  in f lu e n c e  on th e  e a r l y  la b o r  movement i n  P u e r to  

R ic o . B u t t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

w r i t in g s  o f  p ro m in en t le a d e r s  o f  th e  e a r l y  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs ’ 

movement and  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p rogram s and p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  FLT 

and  PS i n  t h e  p e r io d  u n d e r c o n s id e r a t i o n .  A lth o u g h  th e  FLT 

was s t r o n g l y  in f lu e n c e d  by s o c i a l i s t  and a n a r c h i s t  t h in k in g ,  

i t  e x h i b i t e d ,  from  i t s  v e ry  in c e p t io n ,  a  p re d o m in a n tly  t r a d e  

u n i o n i s t  a n d  r e f o r m i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h is  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  c o n d i t io n s  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  P u e r to  R ico  and n o t  th e  

p e r v a s iv e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r. The 

AFL d i d  p la y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  th e  F L T 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

d e v e lo p m e n t and  i t s  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  and r e f o r m i s t  id e o lo g y .

26 F £ i ix  O jeda  R eyes, "dC o lon ia lism o  s i n d i c a l  o s o l id a r id a d  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l ?  Las r e la c io n e s  e n t r e  e l  m ovim iento  o b re ro  
p u e r to r r iq u e f io  y e l  n o rteam erican o  en  lo s  i n i c i o s  de  l a  
F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  (1 8 9 8 -1 9 0 1 ),"  R e v is ta  de C ie n c ia s  S o c ia le s
26 , num. 1-4 (1 9 8 7 ), p . 314.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



20

H ow ever, t h e  AFL o n ly  s e rv e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  th o s e  t e n d e n c i e s  

a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  w i th in  th e  FLT.

F o r  e x a m p le , t h e  AFL h e lp e d  f u r t h e r  t h e  p r o - U .S .  

a n n e x a t i o n i s t  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  m ost o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  and  members 

o f  t h e  FLT. Many o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ic o  d e s i r e d  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s h i p  and U .S . s ta te h o o d  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d ,  

and t h e  AFL can  n o t be h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e s e  s e n t im e n ts .  

P u e r to  R ic a n  w o rk e rs  w an ted  t h i s  f o r  th e m s e lv e s ,  f o r  t h e i r  

own r e a s o n s ,  and n o t  b e c a u se  t h e  AFL p u sh ed  i t  on  th em . 

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  AFL h e lp e d  f u r t h e r  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  a n d  

r e f o r m i s t  id e o lo g y  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  w i th in  th e  FLT fro m  th e  

tim e  o f  i t s  fo u n d in g .

The o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement on th e  i s l a n d  e x h i b i t e d  a  

s t r o n g  f a i t h  in  d e m o c ra tic  and r e p u b l ic a n  form  o f  g o v e rn m en t. 

Commitment t o  t h i s  id e o lo g y  was ro o te d  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

l a b o r  m ovem ent d u r in g  th e  f i n a l  p e r io d  o f  S p a n is h  r u l e  i n  

P u e r t o  R ic o  and  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ' 

c o m p a r a t iv e ly  more l i b e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w h ich  

p r e d i s p o s e d  t h e  l a b o r  m ovem ent t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

s u c c e s s f u l  r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c s .  L a t e r ,  i n  th e  wake o f  many 

y e a r s  o f  v i o l e n t  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  l a b o r  s t r i k e s ,  r e f o r m i s t  

p o l i t i c s  became an  in c r e a s in g ly  a t t r a c t i v e  o p t io n .

Overview  o f  th e  S tudy

T h is  c h a p te r  h as  su rv e y ed  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  o r g a n iz e d  

l a b o r  m ovem ent i n  P u e r to  R ic o ,  r e v ie w e d  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  

l i t e r a t u r e  on  t h e  t o p i c ,  a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  c o n f l i c t i n g
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a b o u t th e  r o l e  o f  th e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L a b o r  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . C h a p te r  I I  p r o v id e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  

econom ic , and  s o c i a l  c o n te x t  w ith in  w hich th e  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  

movement i n  P u e r to  R ico  em erged and expanded . I t  exam ines th e  

o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d 's  w ork ing  c l a s s  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  t h i r d  

o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  and i t s  a c c e l e r a t e d  g ro w th  i n  th e  

t h r e e  d e c a d e s  a f t e r  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a c q u i r e d  t h e  i s l a n d .  

C h a p te r  I I  a l s o  r e v ie w s  th e  r e a s o n s  b e h in d  t h e  U .S . 

i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  th e  Cuban s t r u g g l e  f o r  in d e p e n d e n c e  and  i t s  

d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w ar a g a i n s t  S p a in . In  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  a d d re s s e s  

t h e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  th e  U .S . e s t a b l i s h e d  

w i th  P u e r to  R ico  and  th e  im p a c t o f  U .S . p o l i c i e s  on  th e  

i s l a n d 's  economy and i t s  p e o p le .

C h a p te r  I I I  th e n  fo c u s e s  on th e  id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  

w o rk e r s ' movement a s  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  w r i t in g s  o f  

some o f  i t s  m ost im p o r ta n t  l e a d e r s .  T h is  c h a p te r  i l l u s t r a t e s  

t h e  i n f lu e n c e  t h a t  s o c i a l i s t  and a n a r c h i s t  id e a s  had  on  th e  

P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  movement d u r in g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  th e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  a l s o  d e m o n s tr a te s  t h a t  w h i le  e a r l y  

l a b o r  l e a d e r s  had  a  good u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  t h e  econom ic  and  

s o c i a l  p ro b le m s  th e y  c o n f r o n te d ,  th e y  d id  n o t  h av e  a  v e ry  

c l e a r  v i s i o n  o f  th e  k in d  o f  s o c ie ty  th e y  w an ted  t o  e s t a b l i s h .  

More im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e y  d id  n o t  have a  w e l l  c o n c e iv e d  s t r a t e g y  

f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  t o  p ro m o te  t h e  new s o c i a l  o r d e r  t h e y  

d e s i r e d .

C h a p te r  IV t r a c e s  th e  h i s t o r y  and d ev e lopm en t o f  t h e  FLT 

fro m  i t s  f o u n d in g  i n  1899 u n t i l  1934 when r a n k  and  f i l e
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members i n  t h e  s u g a r  in d u s t r y  w ent on a  w i ld c a t  s t r i k e  and 

r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  I t  shows t h a t  f o r  many y e a r s  

c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s  u rb a n  w o rk e rs  made a  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  

o r g a n i z e  t h e  b ro a d  m ass o f  i s l a n d  w o r k e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

u n s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s ,  t o  l e a d  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  

b e t t e r  w o rk in g  and l i v i n g  c o n d i t io n s ,  and  t o  s a fe g u a rd  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  and  d e m o c ra c tic  r i g h t s .  I t  in c lu d e s  a  c o n s id e r a t io n  

o f  t h e  g ro w th  o f  t h e  FLT and  i t s  p e r s e c u t i o n  by  l o c a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  F u r th e r ,  i t  b ro ach es  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  i n i t i a l  

l a b o r  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  t h e i r  v i o l e n t  r e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  PS and i t s  e l e c t o r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and 

th e  c o a l i t i o n s  th e  PS e n te r e d  in to  w ith  th e  PR and th e  PUR.

C h a p te r  V exam ines th e  r o l e  o f  t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  

o f  L ab o r i n  t h e  deve lopm en t o f  th e  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement 

i n  P u e r to  R ic o . In  t h e  AFL, t h e  o r g a n iz e d  w o rk e rs  o f  t h e  

i s l a n d  had  a  p o w e rfu l a l l y .  The AFL p ro m o ted  th e  d e m o c ra tic  

r i g h t s  o f  P u e r to  R ican  w o rk ers  to  form  l a b o r  u n io n s  and t o  

s t r i k e  f o r  h ig h e r  w ag es , a  s h o r t e r  w ork  d a y , an d  b e t t e r  

w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s .  I t  p ro v id e d  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  th e  

fo rm  o f  p ay  f o r  a  f u l l - t i m e  la b o r  o r g a n i z e r  and o c c a s io n a l  

p a r t - t im e  o r g a n iz e r s .  I t  in c lu d e d  P u e r to  R ican  w o rk e rs  i n  i t s  

s t r i k e  fu n d  and  s i c k  b e n e f i t s  p rog ram . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  AFL 

f u r t h e r e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  g row th  o f  t h e  FLT th ro u g h  th e  

p e r s o n a l  e f f o r t s  o f  Sam uel Gom pers, t h e  c o m m iss io n in g  and 

m o n ito r in g  o f  v o lu n te e r  la b o r  o r g a n iz e r s ,  an d  th e  c h a r t e r i n g  

o f  P u e r t o  R ic a n  l a b o r  u n io n s .  The AFL a l s o  l o b b i e d  

s t r e n u o u s l y  among p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  i n  W ash in g to n  D .C . f o r
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t h e  e x te n s io n  o f  U n ite d  S ta te s  c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  

P u e r to  R ic o .  In  summary, t h i s  c h a p te r  show s t h a t  t h e  AFL 

p la y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ' 

movement i n  P u e r to  R ico .

N o n e th e le s s ,  th e  AFL d id  n o t  d e c i s i v e l y  i n f lu e n c e  th e  

r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  FLT and  th e  PS . The c o n c lu d in g  

c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  c o n s id e r  t h e  num erous o t h e r  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  had  a  more fu n d a m e n ta l, f a r - r e a c h i n g  im p a c t .  

T hese in c lu d e  th e  p e r s e c u t io n  th e  FLT s u f f e r e d ,  th e  n a tu r e  o f  

U .S . r u l e  i n  P u e r to  R ico , and th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  o r g a n iz in g  

u n s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers.
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C h ap te r I I

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE GROWTH OF THE 

PUERTO RICAN WORKING CLASS

N in e te e n th  C en tu ry  Economic D evelopm ents 

T h is  c h a p te r  fo c u s e s  on th e  e v e n ts  and c irc u m s ta n c e s  w hich 

p ro v id e d  t h e  c o n te x t  f o r  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  l a b o r  in  th e  e a r l y  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y .  I t  b e g in s  by d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  

p o p u la t i o n  and econom ic g row th  d u r in g  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  

and comments on th e  c o e x is te n c e  o f  p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  and  c a p i t a l i s t  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t io n  d u r in g  th e  f i n a l  y e a r s  o f  t h e  S p a n ish  

reg im e  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . I t  th e n  d i s c u s s e s  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  t o  t h e  

U .S . a n n e x a tio n  o f  th e  i s l a n d ,  th e  c o lo n ia l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  i t  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and th e  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  i s l a n d 's  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

econom y. L a s t l y ,  t h e  c h a p te r  c o n s id e r s  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  

c a p i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p ro d u c tio n  and th e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l a b o r  

t h a t  g av e  r i s e  to  th e  grow th  and developm ent o f  t h e  FLT and PS.

Im pact o f  t h e  Cddula de G ra c ia s

I n  t h e  e a r l y  n in e t e e n th  c e n tu r y ,  S p a in  made a  c o n c e r te d  

e f f o r t  t o  c o n v e r t  P u e r to  R ico  i n t o  a  p r o f i t a b l e  c o l o n i a l  

e n t e r p r i s e .  In  1815, t h e  S p a n ish  governm ent p ro m u lg a te d  a  r o y a l  

d e c r e e ,  known as th e  C ddula de G ra c ia s , t h a t  p rom oted  p o p u la t io n  

g ro w th  on  t h e  i s l a n d  and  s t im u la te d  econom ic  d e v e lo p m e n t by 

e n c o u ra g in g  im m ig ra tio n  and lo w e rin g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on com m erce. 

T h is  a c t  p ro v id e d  f r e e  la n d  g r a n t s  t o  a l l  w h i t e  im m ig ra n ts ;  

th o s e  b r in g in g  s la v e s  r e c e iv e d  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d .  The C ddula  a l s o  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f i f t e e n  y e a r  p e r io d  o f  u n r e s t r i c t e d  t r a d e  betw een
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P u e r to  R ic o  and  S p a in , p e r m i t t e d  t h e  f r e e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  e q u ip m e n t from  S p a in ,  and  ex em p ted  new s e t t l e r s  

from  t a x e s  f o r  t e n  y e a r s . 1 A lth o u g h  t r a d e  w ith  f o r e i g n  n a t io n s  

had  t o  be  c o n d u c te d  on S p a n ish  s h i p s ,  and  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  

s u b s e q u e n tly  re d u c e d  th e  ta x  exem ption  f o r  new c o l o n i s t s  t o  f iv e  

y e a r s ,  t h e  C d d u la  de G ra c ia s  s p a rk e d  econom ic  d e v e lo p m e n t and 

p o p u la t io n  g ro w th .2

Many o f  t h e  im m ig ran ts  a t t r a c t e d  t o  P u e r to  R ico  b ro u g h t 

a lo n g  c a p i t a l ,  t e c h n o lo g ic a l  k n o w led g e , t o o l s  and  m a c h in e ry , 

s k i l l s ,  an d  an  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  s p i r i t  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  

econom ic p r o g r e s s .  The newcomers came from  S p a in  and F ra n c e , as 

w e l l  a s  from  L a t in  America and H a i t i ,  from  w here th e y  a r r iv e d  as 

r e f u g e e s  f l e e i n g  t h e  w ars o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  and  r e v o l u t i o n .  

S e t t l e r s  a l s o  came from  L o u is ia n a  and from  o th e r  a r e a s  a s  w e l l . 3 

The i n c r e a s e d  im m ig ra t io n  an d  t h e  n a t u r a l  g ro w th  o f  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  l e d  t o  t h e  r a p id  g ro w th  i n  t h e  num ber o f  p e o p le  

l i v i n g  on th e  i s l a n d .

S la v e r y  e x i s t e d  in  P u e r to  R ico  from  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t e e n t h .  

H ow ever, i t  d id  n o t  become an  im p o r ta n t  s o u rc e  o f  l a b o r  u n t i l  

t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  In  t h e  a f te r m a th  o f  t h e  C d d u la ,  th e  

number o f  s l a v e s  in c re a s e d  g r e a t l y .  In  1765, 5 ,037  s la v e s  worked

1R aquel R o sa r io  R iv e ra , La R eal C ddula de G ra c ia s  de 1815 v sus 
p r im e ro s  e f f e c t o s  en  P u e rto  R ico  (San Ju a n : F i r s t  Book 
P u b l i s h in g ,  1 9 9 5 ), p p . 126-36.

2Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o . I n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Change and C a p i t a l i s t  Developm ent (P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  
U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1986 ), pp . 2 1 -2 2 .

^ F ra n c is c o  A. S c a ra n o , e d . ,  In m ia ra c id n  v  c l a s e s  s o c i a l e s  en  e l  
P u e r to  R ico  d e l  s i o l o  XIX (R io P ie d r a s :  E d ic io n e s  HuracAn,
1 9 8 1 ).
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i n  P u e r to  R ic o . The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s l a v e s  i n t o  t h e  i s l a n d  

p e a k e d  i n  t h e  y e a r s  betw een  1825 and  1835 . M ost o f  t h e  s l a v e s  

b ro u g h t  t o  P u e r to  R ico  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  d id  n o t  come d i r e c t l y  

fro m  A f r i c a ;  th e y  came from  o t h e r  n e a rb y  i s l a n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

from  t h e  F ren ch  C a r ib b e a n .4

T able  1
P o p u la tio n  and Number o f  S la v e s  in  P u e r to  R ico 5 

P o p u la tio n  S lav es

1800 155,426
1802 -  13,333
1820 230,622 21,730
1846 447,914 51,265
1860 583,308 41,736
1873 -  29,229
1899 953,243

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  p o p u la t io n  i n c r e a s e  and t h e  g ro w th  o f  

s l a v e r y ,  t h e  C d d u la  de  G r a c ia s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  e c o n o m ic  

d e v e lo p m e n t. In  i t s  wake com m ercial fa rm in g , a s  m easu red  by th e  

v a lu e  and  volum e o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a d e ,  and  th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  

la n d  d e d ic a t e d  t o  t h e  le a d in g  e x p o r t  c r o p s ,  s u g a r  and  c o f f e e ,  

e x p a n d e d  g r e a t l y .  In  1814 t h e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  P u e r to  R ic a n  

f o r e i g n  t r a d e  am o u n ted  t o  4 8 4 ,6 8 4  p e s o s . By 1819 i t  had  

i n c r e a s e d  t o  2 ,2 2 9 ,6 7 7  p e s o s . E x p o r ts  a c c o u n te d  f o r  a b o u t  h a l f  

o f  t h i s  f i g u r e .  In  1883 e x p o r ts  t o t a l e d  1 1 ,8 0 7 ,7 2 0  p e so s  o u t  o f  

2 5 ,5 9 3 ,5 6 3  p e so s  i n  f o r e ig n  t r a d e .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  volum e o f  

s u g a r  and  c o f f e e  e x p o r t s  in c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  In  t h e  f i v e

4F r a n c is c o  A. S c a ra n o , P u e rto  R ico , c in c o  s i o l o s  de  h i s t o r i a  
(New Y ork: M cG raw -H ill, 1993), p .  407.

5Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , pp . 31 and 36 .
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y e a r  p e r io d  from  1828 to  1832 P u e r to  R ico e x p o r te d  an a v e ra g e  o f  

291 /892  q u i n t a l e s  o f  su g a r and 125 ,176  o f  c o f f e e  a n n u a l ly  (One 

q u i n t a l  e q u a ls  one  hundred  p o u n d s ) . T hese f i g u r e s  in c r e a s e d  to  

an av erag e  o f  1 ,5 7 0 ,6 6 7  q u in ta le s  o f  su g a r and  331,244 o f  c o f f e e  

d u r in g  th e  f iv e  y e a r s  ending i n  1 8 8 3 .6

From a b o u t  1820 to  1876, s u g a r  d o m in a te d  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  

e x p o r t  t r a d e .  F a v o ra b le  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  c o n d i t i o n s  and 

c o m m erc ia l r e l a t i o n s  w ith  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  s t i m u l a t e d  th e  

t r a n s fo r m a t io n  o f  t h e  i s la n d  i n t o  a  m ajo r s u g a r -p ro d u c in g  a r e a .  

The h ig h  p r i c e  o f  s u g a r  on th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m ark e t f a v o re d  th e  

ex p an sio n  o f  s u g a r  p ro d u c tio n . The 838 to n s  o f  su g a r  p ro d u ced  in  

1812 in c r e a s e d  t o  2 ,3 4 0  in  1817 and to  1 4 ,126  to n s ,  o r  282 ,521  

q u i n t a l e s . i n  1 8 3 0 .7 By th e  1 8 5 0 s , th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  s u g a r  in  

P u e r to  Rico a v e ra g e d  o v er one m i l l io n  q u in ta le s  p e r  y e a r .

The C d d u la  d e  G ra c ia s  f a c i l i t a t e d  c o m m erc ia l r e l a t i o n s  

be tw een  P u e r to  R ic o  and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . 8 T rad e  b e tw een  th e  

i s l a n d  and t h e  U .S . i n c r e a s e d  g r e a t l y  a f t e r  1 8 1 5 . S u g a r  

r e p r e s e n te d  th e  m ain  p ro d u c t i n  t h i s  ex ch an g e . Between 1870 and 

1897 , th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  im p o rte d  betw een 56 and  70 p e r c e n t  o f  

P u e r to  R ic o 's  s u g a r  p ro d u c t io n ,  w h ile  S p a in  n e v e r  b o u g h t more 

th a n  36 and som etim es as l i t t l e  a s  1 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d 's  

s u g a r . 9 As a  r e s u l t ,  P u e r to  R ic o  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y

6I b i d . ,  p . 19.

7I b i d . , pp . 1 7 -1 8 .

8F ra n c is c o  A. S c a ra n o , P u erto  R ic o , c in c o  s j q l o s  de h i s t o r i a
(San Juan : McGraw H i l l ) ,  p . 400 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



28

e c o n o m ic a lly  d ep en d en t on th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  ev en  a s  p o l i t i c a l l y  

i t  rem ained  a  co lo n y  o f  S p a in .

P u e r to  R ican  su g a r p ro d u c tio n  e n te r e d  a  p e r io d  o f  c r i s i s  in  

th e  seco n d  h a l f  o f  th e  c e n tu r y .  S e v e ra l  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  

th e  d e c l in e  o f  su g a r  p ro d u c tio n :  in c re a s e d  c o m p e ti t io n  from  b e e t  

su g a r  p ro d u c e d  in  E urope and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  ex p an d ed  su g a r  

p r o d u c t io n  i n  Cuba and  t h e  D om inican  R e p u b l ic ,  t h e  la c k  o f  

c a p i t a l  and  c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  m odern ize  p r o d u c t io n  i n  P u e rto  

R ic o , an d  t h e  f a l l i n g  p r i c e  o f  s u g a r  on t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

m ark e t. S u g a r p r i c e s ,  w hich had been a s  h ig h  a s  15 c e n t s  a  pound 

i n  1815, d ro p p e d  to  b e tw een  2 and 4 c e n t s  by t h e  end  o f  th e  

c e n tu r y .10

In  th e  o f  1870s, c o f f e e  re p la c e d  su g a r  a s  th e  i s l a n d 's  most 

im p o r ta n t  com m erc ia l c ro p .  A f te r  1876, m ark e ts  f o r  P u e r to  R ican  

c o f f e e  e x p an d e d  in  S p a in , m ost o f  w e s te rn  E u ro p e , and  C u b a .11 

M oreover, a s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  c o f f e e  on th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m ark e t 

i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  number o f  a c r e s  d e d ic a te d  t o  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  c ro p  ex p an d e d  by t h e  t e n s  o f  th o u s a n d s .  D u r in g  th e  l a t e  

1880s, P u e r to  R ico  became th e  f o u r th  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r  o f  c o f f e e  

i n  L a t in  A m erica  a f t e r  B r a z i l ,  V e n e z u e la  a n d  t h e  D om inican  

R e p u b l ic .12 In  1886, th e  v a lu e  o f  i s l a n d  c o f f e e  e x p o r t s  e q u a le d

^C en tro  d e  E s tu d io s  P u e r to r r iq u e f io s , H is to ry  T ask  F o rc e , Labor 
M ig ra tio n  U nder C a p ita l is m . The P u e rto  R ican  E x p e r ie n c e  (New 
York: M onthly  Review P r e s s ,  1979), p . 71.

10James L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p .  25 .

n L a ird  w. B erg ad , C o ffee  and th e  Growth o f  A g ra r ia n  C a p ita l is m
in  N in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  P u e r to  R ico (P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  
U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1983), p p . 226-27.
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4 9 .4  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  e x p o r t s ;  t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  

76 .9  p e r c e n t  i n  1896.^3

As c o m m e rc ia l a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t io n  an d  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  

e x p a n d e d , t h e  am ount o f  la n d  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  

e x p o r t  c r o p s  i n c r e a s e d , w h i le  t h e  p o r t i o n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  

s u b s i s t e n c e  a g r i c u l t u r e  d e c re a s e d . In  1830, s u g a r  a c c o u n te d  f o r

1 2 .4  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  c u l t i v a t e d  la n d  a n d  c o f f e e  to o k  up 14 

p e r c e n t .  By 1862, t h e s e  f i g u r e s  had in c r e a s e d  t o  3 0 .2  and  18.5  

p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  At th e  end  o f  th e  c e n tu r y ,  t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  

o f  c u l t i v a t e d  la n d  u se d  f o r  s u g a r  am ounted t o  1 7 .8 ,  w h i le  t h a t  

d e v o te d  t o  c o f f e e  p ro d u c t io n  had in c r e a s e d  t o  4 8 .9  p e r c e n t .  

M e a n w h ile , t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  u s e d  f o r  

s u b s i s t e n c e  fa rm in g  d e c re a s e d  from  70 p e r c e n t  i n  1830 t o  l e s s  

th a n  50 p e r c e n t  i n  1862, and to  on ly  a b o u t 33 p e r c e n t  by 1 8 9 9 .14 

As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  im p o r ta t io n  o f  b a s ic  fo o d s  su c h  a s  r i c e  and 

f l o u r  i n c r e a s e d  and  by th e  end o f  S p a n ish  r u l e  i n  P u e r to  R ico 

am ounted t o  40 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  a l l  i m p o r t s .15

Chances i n  t h e  L abor F orce

The e x p a n s io n  o f  com m ercial a g r i c u l t u r e  and in c r e a s e d  l e g a l  

t r a d e  e n t a i l e d  co m m erc ia l r e l a t i o n s  w i th  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  

and a  g r e a t e r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  a v a i la b le  s o u r c e s  o f  l a b o r .  These 

d e v e lo p m e n ts , how ever, d id  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  le a d  t o  t h e  em ergence

! 2 ib id .  p p .147-48 .

13Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p .  27 .

14I b i d . ,  p p . 18 -2 0 .

15I b i d . , p .  20 .
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o f  f r e e  wage w o r k e r s .18 in s t e a d ,  h a c ie n d a  ow ners i n  P u e r to  R ico  

d ep en d ed  m o s tly  on s l a v e s ,  a o re a a d o s  ( s q u a t t e r s  w i th  u s u f r u c t  

r i g h t s  on  p r i v a t e l y  owned l a n d ) , and  th e  power o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  

c o e r c e  t h e  r u r a l  l a n d le s s  p o p u la t io n  t o  work a s  wage l a b o r e r s  

f o r  c o m m e rc ia l  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s .  In  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

c a p i t a l i s t  and  p r e c a p i t a l i s t  form s o f  l a b o r  c o e x i s t e d  on th e  

i s l a n d . 17 C a p i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p ro d u c tio n  began  t o  expand  in  

th e  l a s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  

U .S . a n n e x a t io n  t h a t  c a p i t a l i s m  became th e  d o m in a n t mode o f  

p r o d u c t io n  i n  P u e r to  R ico . F o r m ost o f  th e  n in e t e e n th  c e n tu r y ,  

c o m m erc ia l a g r i c u l t u r e  r e l i e d  on s la v e  l a b o r ,  a a r e q a d o  l a b o r ,  

and c o e rc e d  r u r a l  la b o r .

S l a v e r y  e x i s t e d  in  P u e r to  R ico  s in c e  t h e  e a r l y  f i f t e e n  

h u n d red s  and  l a s t e d  u n t i l  1873, when i t  was a b o l i s h e d .  A lthough  

s l a v e s  n e v e r  num bered more th a n  5 1 ,2 6 5 , o r  11 .4  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e y  p ro v id e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o u r c e  o f  l a b o r ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  s u g a rc a n e  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  

s o u th w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  i s l a n d  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . 18 The im p o r ta n c e  o f  s l a v e r y ,  h o w e v e r, 

d e c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  se co n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y .  A f t e r  B r i t a i n  

f o r c e d  S p a in  t o  abandon th e  s la v e  t r a d e  sm u g g le rs  p ic k e d  i t  up

1 6 An g e l  Q u in te ro  R iv e ra , "Background to  th e  Em ergence o f  
I m p e r i a l i s t  C a p ita l is m  in  P u e rto  R ic o ,"  in  A d a lb e r to  L dpez, e d . ,  
The P u e r to  R ic a n s ; T h e ir  H is to ry . C u ltu re ,  and S o c ie ty  
(R o c h e s te r :  Schenkman Books, 1 980 ), p . 100.

17Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e rto  R ic o , p . 34.

18F r a n c is c o  A. S ca ran o , Sugar and S la v e ry  in  P u e r to  R ic o , th e  
P l a n t a t i o n  Economy o f  Ponce. 1800-1850 (M adison:The U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  W isco n s in  P r e s s ,  1984.)
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an d  t h e  p r i c e  o f  s l a v e s  i n c r e a s e d .  The l a c k  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  

c a p i t a l  t o  p u rc h a s e  s l a v e s  and  t h e  s t a g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u g a r  

p l a n t a t i o n  economy on th e  i s l a n d  c o n t r ib u te d  t o  th e  d e c l in e  o f  

s l a v e r y  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . l^  c o f f e e  p ro d u c t io n  on th e  i s l a n d  n e v e r  

depended  on s l a v e s ;  in s te a d ,  i t  r e l i e d  on h i r e d  la b o r .

The s h o r ta g e  o f  la b o r  f o r  h i r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  m ajo r p ro b lem  

i n  P u e r to  R ico  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y .  Most o f  t h e  

r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  would n o t r e a d i l y  su b m it t o  th e  r ig o r s  o f  wage 

l a b o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  e i t h e r  owned la n d  o r  had  a c c e s s  t o  i t  a s  

a a r e q a d o s . An a q re a a d o  was a  " s q u a t t e r  on p r i v a t e l y  ow ned 

l a n d . " 20 In  ex ch an g e  f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  m a in ta in  a h o u se  an d  

c u l t i v a t e  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  p l o t  an  a q re a a d o  was o b l ig a te d  t o  w ork 

f o r  t h e  landow ner.

In  1776, ab o u t 8 ,000  aa req ad o s e x i s t e d  in  P u e rto  R ico  a lo n g  

w i th  an  ev en  l a r g e r  number o f  f r e e  p e a s a n ts  who worked unowned, 

o r  crow n la n d .  By 1824, th e  number o f  a a req a d o s  had in c re a s e d  t o  

1 4 ,3 2 7 . T h e i r  number grew  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s  th e  s t a t e  s a n c t io n e d  

t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  u n t i t l e d  p e a s a n t  la n d  by l a r g e  la n d o w n e rs . I n  

1827 , t h e r e  w ere  38 ,906  a a re q a d o s  and by 1832, a lm o st one t h i r d  

o f  t h e  3 3 0 ,0 5 1  p e o p le  on t h e  i s l a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  was t h u s  

c l a s s i f i e d . 21

A a re q a d o s . how ever, w ere n o t  a  r e l i a b l e  work fo r c e  and  i n  

t h e  m id - n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  th e  s t a t e  e x e r t e d  s u s ta in e d  e f f o r t s

19jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p . 38.

20I b i d . ,  p . x x i .

21I b i d . ,  p p . 4 1 -2 .
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t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  a c c e s s  t o  la n d  and  f o r c e  them  t o  w ork f o r  

w ages o r  t h e i r  e q u iv a le n t .  In  th e  a b se n c e  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  c a p i t a l  

t o  en g ag e  wage la b o r ,  hacendados o f t e n  r e l i e d  on t h e  e x te n s io n  

o f  c r e d i t  i n  h a c ie n d a  sh o p s  o r  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  v a l e s  

( v o u c h e r s ) ,  redeem able w ith  lo c a l  m e rc h a n ts .

I n  o r d e r  to  f o r c e  a a req a d o s  t o  work as  h i r e d  l a b o r e r s ,  th e  

S p a n is h  governm ent i s s u e d  s p e c i a l  la w s , su ch  a s  G o v ern o r M iguel 

L dpez de  B a h o 's  Bando de  P o l i c i a  v  Buen G o b ie rn o  i n  1838 and  

Ju a n  d e  l a  P e z u e la 's  R ealam ento  E s p e c ia l  de  J o r n a le r o s  i n  1849. 

The Bando d e f in e d  a s  j o r n a l e r o s  (d ay  l a b o r e r s )  men b e tw een  th e  

a g e s  o f  16 and 60 who d id  n o t  own o r  r e n t  l a n d .  I t  r e q u i r e d  

th o s e  so  d e f in e d  t o  w ork  f o r  a w age. The R e a lam e n to  m an d a ted  

th e y  c a r r y  a  l i b r e t a  (w orkbook) i n  w h ich  t h e i r  e m p lo y e rs  

re c o rd e d  t h e i r  work h i s t o r y  and p e rs o n a l  co n d u c t2 2 .

The l i b r e t a  sy s tem  so u g h t t o  f o r c e  th e  a q re aa d o  p o p u la t io n  

t o  w ork a s  h i r e d  l a b o r e r s  and th e r e b y  s o lv e  th e  i s l a n d ' s  l a b o r  

s h o r t a g e  p ro b lem  by c r e a t i n g  a  f r e e  wage l a b o r  s y s te m . The 

l i b r e t a  re g im e , h o w e v e r, d id  n o t  h av e  th e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t ,  

b e c a u s e  l a x  e n fo rc em e n t o f  th e  law  and  th e  l a c k  o f  c a p i t a l  and  

c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s  s e rv e d  t o  underm ine  th e  em ergence  o f  a  f r e e  

l a b o r  sy s te m . Many jo r n a l e r o s  c irc u m v e n ted  th e  i n t e n t  o f  th e  law  

by a c q u i r in g ,  o r  by a p p e a r in g  to  have a c q u ire d  from  r e l a t i v e s  o r  

f r i e n d s ,  enough  la n d  t o  m eet t h e  l a w 's  r e q u i r e m e n ts  o r  by 

becom ing r e n t e r s .  In  1873, S pain  a b o l is h e d  th e  l i b r e t a  sy s tem  a t  

t h e  same t im e  i t  ended s la v e r y .

22L ab o r Gdmez Acevedo, O ra an iza c id n  v  r eoiam ent a c id n  d e l  t r a b a jo  
en  e l  P u e r to  Rico d e l  s i g l o  XIX. p r o p ie t a r io s  v  j o r n a l e r o s  
(San J u a n :  I n s t i t u t o  d e  C u ltu ra  P u e r to r r iq u e h a , 1 9 7 0 ) , p .  98 .
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The a b o l i t i o n  o f  s la v e ry  prom oted th e  developm ent o f  a  wage 

l a b o r  s y s te m . Many fo rm e r  s l a v e s  fo u n d  em ploym ent a s  wage 

w o rk e rs  i n  s u g a r  h a c ie n d a s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  g ro w th  o f  a 

l a n d l e s s  p o p u la t io n  a l s o  c o n t r ib u te d  t o  t h e  e x p a n s io n  o f  f r e e  

wage l a b o r  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  A t t h e  same t im e ,  i n  t h e  tow ns a 

sm a ll  g ro u p  o f  s a l a r i e d  w orkers a l s o  d e v e lo p e d  as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

p u b l i c  w o rk s , t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  h o u s in g , and th e  g ro w th  o f  

c i g a r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g . 23 T h is  em erg ing  w o rk in g  c l a s s  g rew  r a p id ly  

in  t h e  a f te r m a th  o f  th e  U .S. o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  i s la n d  i n  1898.

The U .S . A nnexation  o f  P u e r to  R ico

The U n ite d  S t a t e s ' a n n e x a tio n  o f  P u e r to  R ico a c c e l e r a t e d  a 

t r a n s f o r m a t io n  from  p re d o m in a n tly  p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  t o  c a p i t a l i s t  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t io n .  T h is  le d  t o  t h e  g row th  o f  a  wage la b o r  

f o r c e  an d  p ro v id e d  t h e  c o n te x t  w i th in  w hich  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  

i s l a n d 's  o rg a n iz e d  la b o r  movement u n fo ld e d . Between 1898 and th e  

e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s ,  a  m a in ly  p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  an d  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  

s u b s i s t e n c e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  g ave  way t o  a  th o r o u g h ly  

c a p i t a l i s t  e c o n o m y . T h is  c h a n g e  i n v o l v e d  t h e  r a p i d  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  r u r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  a n d  u rb a n  

a r t i s a n s  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and 

c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  l a n d ,  and  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  

s y s te m . F o r  t h e  g ro w in g  w o rk in g  c l a s s ,  t h e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  

p ro d u c e d  i n c r e a s i n g  l e v e l s  o f  unem ploym en t, low  w a g e s , and

2 3 G erv as io  L u is  G a rc ia ,  "Los p rim ero s  fe rm e n to s  de o rg a n iz a c id n  
o b r e r a  e n  P u e r to  R ico : 1873-1898," i n  D e sa f io  v  s o l i d a r i d a d .  
b re v e  h i s t o r i a  d e l  movim ien to  o b re ro  p u e r to r r ia u e ito  (R io  
P ie d r a s :  H uracdn , 19 8 2 ), p .  15.
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w re tc h e d  w o rk in g  an d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  B e fo re  e x a m in in g  i n  

g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  t h e  econom ic and s o c i a l  changes b ro u g h t a b o u t by 

th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  an d  t h e i r  im p a c t on th e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i t  i s  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d  t o  t h e  U .S .  

o c c u p a tio n  o f  P u e r to  R ico  and i t s  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h a t  

c o u n t r y .

The U n ite d  S t a t e s  s e iz e d  p o s s e s s io n  o f  P u e r to  R ico  i n  1898 

fo l lo w in g  i t s  d e f e a t  o f  Spain  i n  th e  Span ish-C uban-A m erican  War. 

The U n i te d  S t a t e s  j u s t i f i e d  i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Cuban war 

o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  a s  a  d e fe n s e  o f  l i b e r t y  and  j u s t i c e ,  c la im in g  

t h a t  i t  was s e e k in g  t o  end a  sa v ag e  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  had  gone on 

f o r  y e a r s  and to  h e lp  Cubans a c h ie v e  t h e i r  freedom . In  r e g a rd  to  

P u e r to  R ic o , G e n e ra l  N elson  M ile s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Army 

d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  in v a s io n  d id  n o t  mean t o  " b r in g  war 

a g a i n s t  a  p e o p le  w h ich  has been  o p p re s s e d  f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,"  b u t  

r a t h e r  t o  b r in g  i t  p r o s p e r i ty  and dem ocracy .24

H o w ev e r, e c o n o m ic  and  m i l i t a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a l s o  

m o tiv a te d  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  I n f lu e n c e d  by an  e x p a n s i o n i s t  and 

i m p e r i a l i s t  p o l i c y ,  t h e  U .S . s o u g h t  new m a rk e ts  f o r  i t s  

i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t io n ,  in v e s tm e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e x c e s s  

c a p i t a l ,  and  e a sy  a c c e s s  t o  needed r e s o u r c e s ,  su ch  a s  raw  s u g a r . 

I t  a l s o  p u r s u e d  c o n t r o l  o f  s t r a t e g i c  g e o g r a p h ic  p o s i t i o n s  

im p o r ta n t  f o r  th e  m i l i t a r y  d e fe n s e  o f  i t s  e a s t e r n  s e a b o a rd , th e

24Edward B e rb u sse , The u n ite d  s t a t e s  in  P u e r to  R ico  1898-1900 
(C h ap e l H i l l :  The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N orth  C a ro lin a  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ), 
p . 7 9 .
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M exican G u lf  s t a t e s ,  and th e  s e a - la n e  a p p ro a ch e s  t o  t h e  p ro p o sed  

C e n tr a l  A m erican c a n a l .25

The T re a ty  o f  P a r i s ,  r a t i f i e d  by th e  U .S . C ong ress  on A p r i l  

11, 1899, f o rm a l ly  ended th e  w ar. The T e l l e r  Amendment, a d o p te d  

by t h e  C o n g re ss  i n  1898, com m itted  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t o  a  non­

a n n e x a t i o n i s t  p o l ic y  i n  r e g a rd  t o  Cuba a n d , a l th o u g h  th e  P l a t t  

Amendment s e v e r e ly  c u r t a i l e d  i t s  s o v e r e ig n ty ,  t h a t  i s l a n d  soon 

a c h ie v e d  i t s  n a t i o n a l  in d e p e n d e n c e . P u e r to  R ic o , h o w ev er, was 

a n o th e r  m a t t e r .  The f e e l i n g  among some members o f  t h e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  C o n g re ss  was t h a t  th e  P u e r to  R ic a n s  had  n o t  fo u g h t  f o r  

t h e i r  l i b e r t y  and d id  n o t  d e s e rv e  freed o m . A c tu a l ly ,  many had 

fo u g h t  v a l i a n t l y  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  Cuban i n s u r r e c t i o n  w i th  th e  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h a t  th e  w ar aim ed f o r  P u e r to  R ic a n  a s  w e l l  a s  

Cuban in d e p e n d e n c e .26 The U n ited  S t a t e s ,  how ever, m ean t t o  keep 

P u e r to  R ico  and  i t  annexed th e  i s l a n d  a s  c o m p e n sa tio n  f o r  U .S . 

lo s s e s  s u f f e r e d  in  th e  w ar.

A f t e r  a  two y e a r  p e r io d  o f  m i l i t a r y  governm en t t h a t  l a s t e d  

from  O c to b e r  1898 t o  A p r i l  o f  1900, t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  C o n g ress  

p a sse d  t h e  F o ra k e r  A c t. T h is  w ent i n to  e f f e c t  on May 1 , 1900 and 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c i v i l i a n  governm ent f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  u n d e r  a  U .S . 

G o v e rn o r a p p o in te d  by th e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and 

a p p ro v e d  by  t h e  C o n g re s s . The p r e s i d e n t  a l s o  nam ed , w i th  

C o n g r e s s io n a l  c o n s e n t ,  an e leven -m em ber E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c i l ,  o f

25L o u is  A. P d re z , The War o f  1898. The U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  Cuba in  
H is to ry  and  H is to r io g ra p h y  (C hapel H i l l s  The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N orth  
C a ro l in a  P r e s s ,  1998), p . 50.

26F d l ix  O jed a  R eyes, P e re o r in o s  de l a  l i b e r t a d  (R io  P ie d ra s s  
E d i t o r i a l  d e  l a  U n iv e rs id ad  de P u e rto  R ico , 1992 ), p p . 2 2 7 -8 .
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w hich  no more th a n  f i v e  w ere P u e r to  R ican . The E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c il 

f u n c t io n e d  a s  t h e  G o v e rn o r 's  C a b in e t  and th e  u p p e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  

h o u s e . In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  F o ra k e r  A ct p ro v id e d  f o r  a  t h i r t y  f i v e  

member lo w e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body, t h e  House o f  D e le g a te s ,  e l e c t e d  

by m ales  o v e r  t h e  age  o f  tw e n ty -o n e  who c o u ld  r e a d  and  w r i t e  o r  

p a id  p r o p e r ty  t a x e s . 27

As w e l l  a s  p ro v id in g  f o r  a  c i v i l i a n  form  o f  g o v ernm en t, th e  

F o ra k e r  A c t c o n ta in e d  im p o r ta n t  econom ic p r o v i s i o n s .  I t  d e n ie d  

P u e r to  R ico  t h e  r i g h t  t o  n e g o t i a t e  c o m m erc ia l t r e a t i e s  w ith  

t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s ,  p la c e d  th e  i s l a n d  u n d e r  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t a r i f f  

la w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  o n ly  U .S . s h i p s  be 

em ployed  f o r  com m erc ia l t r a f f i c  m oving in  o r  o u t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  

and  made th e  U .S . d o l l a r  th e  l e g a l  medium o f  e x c h a n g e .28

The F o ra k e r  A ct e s t a b l i s h e d  P u e r to  R ico  as  a  c o lo n y  o f  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s .  The U .S . a p p o in te d  g o v e rn o r o b ta in e d  th e  r i g h t  t o  

v e to  an y  law  p a s s e d  by th e  l o c a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  C o n g re ss  

a f f i r m e d  i t s  own r i g h t  t o  an n u l any  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p ro v e d  by th e  

G o v e r n o r .29 In  1901, i n  th e  c a s e  o f  Downes v s . B id w e l l . th e  

U .S . Suprem e C o u rt c o n firm ed  th e  c o lo n i a l  s t a t u s  o f  P u e r to  R ico 

when i t  r u l e d  t h a t  P u e r to  R ico was a  n o n - in c o rp o r a te d  t e r r i t o r y  

o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  and t h a t  t h e  U .S . C o n s t i t u t i o n  d id  n o t  

a u to m a t i c a l l y  a p p ly  on  th e  i s l a n d . 29 The Jo n e s  A c t r e p la c e d  th e

27Lyman J .  G ould , La le v  F o ra k e r; R aic e s  de  l a  p o l i t i c a  c o lo n ia l  
d e  l o s  E s ta d o s  U nidos (R io  P ie d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  U n i v e r s i t a r i a  
U n iv e rs id a d  de  P u e r to  R ico , 1969).

28Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p p . 89-92

29I b i d . , p . 97 .
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F o ra k e r  A c t i n  1917 . T h is  new law  g r a n te d  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  

t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  P u e r t o  R ic a n  

c i t i z e n s h i p  c o n f e r r e d  on p o p u la t io n  i n  1900 and  i n s t i t u t e d  a 

l i m i t e d  r e fo rm  o f  t h e  l o c a l  g o v ern m en t. O th e rw is e , i t  ch an g ed  

n o th in g  i n  t h e  F o ra k e r  A ct t h a t  made P u e r to  R ico  a  d i r e c t  c o lo n y  

o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . 31

T w en tie th  C en tu ry  Economic D evelopm ents

The F o ra k e r  A ct and th e  Jo n es  A c ts , p e rm i t te d  m assiv e  U .S . 

c a p i t a l  in v e s tm e n ts  i n  P u e r to  R ico  b e tw ee n  th e  t u r n  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s . U .S . c a p i t a l  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  s u g a r  p ro d u c t io n ,  expanded  to b a c c o  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  

and  s t i m u l a t e d  l a r g e - s c a l e  c i g a r  and n e ed lew o rk  m a n u fa c tu r in g . 

By t h e  l a t e  1920s t h e  t o t a l  o f  a l l  f o r e i g n ,  m o s t ly  U .S . ,  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  am ounted t o  a b o u t 176 m i l l io n  d o l l a r s .  

F o r ty  m i l l i o n  w ere  in v e s te d  i n  th e  su g a r  i n d u s t r y  and  a n o th e r  

t e n  i n  t h e  to b a c c o  i n d u s t r y . 32 The r e s t  was i n v e s t e d  i n  

n e e d le w o rk  m a n u f a c tu r in g ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  u t i l i t i e s ,  and  o t h e r  

econom ic e n t e r p r i s e s .

C hances i n  A g r ic u l tu r a l  P ro d u c tio n

T he U .S . o c c u p a t io n  o f  P u e r to  R ic o ,  e n h a n c e d  s u g a r  

p r o d u c t io n  w h ile  i t  a llo w e d  c o f f e e  p ro d u c t io n  t o  s t a g n a t e .  The

30Jo s d  T r ia s  M onje, P u e rto  R ico . The T r i a l s  o f  th e  O ld e s t  C olony 
in  t h e  w o rld  (New Haven: Y ale U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 9 7 ), p p . 48 .

31I b i d . ,  p .  75 .

32V ic to r  S . C la rk , P o r to  R ico and I t s  P roblem s (W ashing ton ,
O .C .: The B rook ings i n s t i t u t i o n ,  1930), p . 417 .
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im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  c o f f e e  i n d u s t r y ,  w h ich  had b e en  t h e  m ost 

p r o f i t a b l e  s e c t o r  o f  th e  economy a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  n in e t e e n th  

c e n tu r y ,  d e c l in e d  q u ic k ly .  The s ta g n a n t  number o f  a c r e s  o f  la n d  

d e d ic a t e d  t o  c o f f e e  c u l t i v a t i o n  and t h e  s h a rp  f a l l  i n  th e  

r e l a t i v e  v a l u e  o f  c o f f e e  e x p o r t s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  d e c r e a s e d  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  c o f f e e  p ro d u c t io n .  A lth o u g h  i t  had r e p r e s e n te d  

59 .7  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  P u e r to  R ican  e x p o r ts  i n  1895, 

i n  1914 c o f f e e  acco u n ted  fo r  j u s t  19.0 p e r c e n t . 33

The c o f f e e  in d u s t r y  in  P u e r to  R ico s u f f e r e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a 

c o n se q u e n c e  o f  th e  l o s s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a rk e ts  i n  E u ro p e  and 

C uba. In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  la c k  o f  t a r i f f  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  h u r t  t h i s  i n d u s t r y .  In  1905, in  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  U .S . 

D epartm en t o f  L abor on c o n d it io n s  on th e  i s l a n d ,  W a lte r  W eyl, a  

s p e c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  f o r  th e  d e p a r tm e n t, s t a t e d  t h a t  w h i le  f r e e  

t r a d e  b e tw e e n  P u e r to  R ico and t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  h ad  g r e a t l y  

b e n e f i t t e d  o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c ts ,  i t  had  been  d e t r im e n ta l  

t o  c o f f e e  p r o d u c t i o n .34 He c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  d e p r e s s io n  i n  th e  

i n d u s t r y  w h ich  a l r e a d y  e x is te d  i n  1898 a s  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  th e  

f a l l i n g  p r i c e  o f  c o f f e e  on th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m ark e t d eep en ed  as 

a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  enac tm en t o f  th e  F o ra k e r A c t.

33Jam es L. D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ico , p .  101.

34U n ite d  s t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  L ab o r, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  
R ic o ,"  by W a lte r  Weyl i n  B u l le t in  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  L abor 61 
(W ash ing ton , D .C .t Government P r i n t i i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 0 5 ), p .  814.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



39

T ab le  2
T o ta l  Number o f  Acres u n d e r C o ffee  C u l t i v a t i o n 35

1899
1909
1919
1929

191,357
186,875
193,561
191,712

Under S p a in , P u e r to  R ican c o f f e e  had e n jo y e d  a  p r e f e r e n t i a l  

t a r i f f  i n  t h a t  c o u n try  and i t s  c o lo n ie s ,  and th e  c o f f e e  in d u s t r y  

p r o s p e r e d .  H ow ever, a f t e r  1900 e x p o r t s  o f  c o f f e e  t o  S p a in  and 

C u b a , t h e  tw o  m a jo r  m a rk e ts  f o r  P u e r t o  R ic a n  c o f f e e ,  

d im in is h e d .35 M eanw hile, w ith o u t t a r i f f  p r o t e c t i o n  in  th e  U n ited  

S t a t e s ,  P u e r t o  R ic a n  c o f f e e  c o u ld  n o t  c o m p e te  w i t h  l e s s  

e x p e n s iv e  S o u th  A m erican  and e s p e c i a l l y  B r a z i l i a n  c o f f e e  f o r  

w hich  U .S . consum ers had a lre a d y  d ev e lo p ed  a  p r e f e r e n c e .37

W hile  t h e  c o f f e e  i n d u s t r y  s t a g n a t e d ,  s u g a r  p r o d u c t io n  

w i tn e s s e d  a  p e r io d  o f  r a p id  g ro w th . In  t h e  y e a r s  b e tw een  1900 

and  1930, t h e  su g a r  in d u s t r y  became th e  backbone o f  th e  i s l a n d 's  

econom y. As e a r l y  a s  1901, s u g a r c a n e  and  i t s  b y - p r o d u c t s ,  

m o la sse s  and  rum , r e p re s e n te d  t h e  m ost p r o f i t a b l e  e n t e r p r i s e s  on 

th e  i s l a n d  and  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  th e  l a r g e s t  e m p lo y e rs  in  

P u e r t o  R i c o . 38 O ver th e  n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  t h e  a c r e a g e  o f

35U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  W ar, Census o f  P o r to  R ic o . 1899 
(W ashington  D .C .: Government P r i n t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 0 0 ), p .  153 and 
U n ite d  S t a t e s  B ureau o f  th e  C en su s, F i f t e e n th  C ensus o f  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ;  1930. O u tly in g  T e r r i t o r i e s  and P o s s e s s io n s . 
(W ashington  D .C .: Government P r i n t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 3 2 ), p .  208. 
F ig u re  f o r  1899 c o n v e rte d  from  c u e rd a s  t o  a c r e s  (one  c u e rd a  
e q u a ls  .9712 o f  an a c r e ) .

35W a lte r  W eyl, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ico , 1 905 ,"  p . 750.

37Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p .  100.
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f a r m la n d  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  s u g a r c a n e  i n c r e a s e d  

d r a m a t i c a l ly .

T ab le  3
T o ta l  Number o f  A cres u n d e r Sugar C u l t i v a t i o n 39

1899
1909
1919
1929

71,026
145,433
227,815
237,758

I n  1905, W a lte r  Weyl o b se rv ed  t h a t ,  " a l l  th e  s e a c o a s t  la n d s  

a r e  b e in g  made u se  o f  . . .  The p a s tu r e  la n d s  a r e  b e in g  p r e s s e d  

b a ck  i n t o  t h e  m o u n ta in s  in  o r d e r  t h a t  e v e ry  a v a i l a b l e  a c r e  o f  

la n d  may b e  d e v o te d  t o  s u g a r . " 40 By 1919, th e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  

had  becom e " th e  k in g  o f  P u e r to  R ican  commerce and  em ployed  th e  

l a r g e s t  num ber o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s . " 4 1 The 1920 c e n s u s  o f  

p o p u la t io n  r e p o r t e d  77,487 men em ployed a s  farm  l a b o r e r s  i n  th e  

s u g a r  i n d u s t r y .  A n o th e r 3 ,738 w ere  l i s t e d  a s  l a b o r e r s  i n  s u g a r  

f a c t o r i e s .  T o g e th e r  t h e s e  men r e p r e s e n te d  25 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

t o t a l  e m p lo y e d  m ale  l a b o r  f o r c e  o f  3 2 2 ,4 6 6 .42  By 1 9 2 9 ,

38U n ite d  s t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  L abo r, "Labor C o n d itio n s  in  
P o r to  R ic o ,"  by A zel Ames, in  B u l le t in  o f  th e  D epartm en t o f  
L abor 34 (W ash ing ton , D .C .: Government P r i n t i i n g  O f f i c e ,  1901), 
p . 392 .

39U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  War, Census o f  P o rto  R ic o . 1899. 
p . 154 and  U n ite d  S ta te s  Bureau o f  th e  C ensus, F i f t e e n t h  Census 
o f  t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s :  1930. p . 208 . F ig u re  f o r  1899 c o n v e r te d  
from  c u e rd a s  t o  a c r e s .

40W a lte r  W ey l,"L abo r C onditons i n  P o r to  R ico , 1905 ," 
p p . 7 5 3 -7 5 4 .

41U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  L abo r, "Labor C o n d itio n s  i n
P o r to  R ic o ,"  by Jo sep h  M arcus, (W ashington D .C .: G overnm ent 
P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1919).
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a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  c u t  w e l l  o v e r  f i v e  m i l l i o n  to n s  o f  

s u g a rc a n e  and  m i l l  w o rk e rs  p ro d u ced  o v e r  e i g h t  h u n d red  th o u sa n d  

to n s  o f  raw  s u g a r .

T ab le  4
Tons o f  Sugar Produced in  P u e r to  R ico 43

1900 81,526
1910 349,840
1921 491,000
1930 866,109

The p r o d u c t io n  o f  s u g a r  w ent from  an  a n n u a l  a v e ra g e  o f

57 .000  to n s  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  t e n  y e a rs  o f  S p a n ish  r u l e  t o  200,000 

to n s  a  y e a r  e a r l y  i n  th e  tw e n t i e th  c e n tu ry  and t o  an  a v e ra g e  o f

9 0 0 .0 0 0  t o n s  y e a r l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s .44 S u g a r ,  w h ich  had 

a c c o u n te d  f o r  2 1 .6  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  e x p o r t s  in  

1897, r e p r e s e n te d  5 4 .9  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  e x p o r t s  i n  1901 

and 60 p e r c e n t  i n  1 9 3 5 .45

T ab le  5
Volume and V alue o f  P u e rto  R ican  S ugar E x p o r ts 46

1902 92,000 to n s  $ 5 ,8 9 0 ,3 0 2
1910 284,000 to n s  $ 2 3 ,5 4 5 ,9 2 2
1921 409,000 to n s  $ 7 2 ,4 4 0 ,9 2 4
1929 471,000 to n s  $ 3 5 ,2 2 4 ,0 5 6
1930 -  $ 5 3 ,6 7 0 ,0 3 8

42 u n i te d  S t a t e s  B ureau o f  th e  C ensus, F o u r te e n th  C ensus o f  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ;  1920. p p . 1288-90.

43Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p . 105.

44H arvey S . P e r l o f f ,  P u e r to  R ic o ’s Economic F u tu re  (C h icago : The 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C hicago P r e s s ,  1950), p . 28 .

45Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p . 105.

46I b i d . , p . 101.
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The g ro w th  o f  th e  su g a r in d u s t r y  re sp o n d ed  t o  th e  i n t e r e s t  

U .S . i n v e s t o r s  had i n  prom oting  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  

com m odity . S u g a r p ro d u ced  in  P u e r to  R ico  b e n e f i t e d  from  l a r g e  

c a p i t a l  in v e s tm e n ts  and  from  t a r i f f  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  U .S . 

m ark e t w h ic h , u n d e r  th e  term s o f  th e  F o ra k e r  A c t, i t  e n t e r e d  

d u ty  f r e e .  I n  a d d i t io n ,  th e  in d u s t ry  expanded g r e a t l y  due t o  th e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  m odern te c h n o lo g y , f e r t i l i z e r s ,  e co n o m ie s  o f  

s c a l e ,  an d  t h e  u se  o f  i r r i g a t i o n  t h a t  b ro u g h t  m a rg in a l  la n d s  

in to  p ro d u c t io n .

T o b ac co  a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  l a r g e  i n v e s tm e n t s . The to b a c c o  

i n d u s t r y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and m a n u fa c tu r in g  p h a se :  

th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  to b a c c o  le a v e s  and  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  

c i g a r s .  As e a r l y  a s  1901, to b a c c o  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  w h ich  had  lo n g  

been  a  g r e a t  s o u rc e  o f  p r o f i t  b u t  w hich  had r e c e n t l y  been  in  a  

d e p re s s e d  c o n d i t i o n  r a l l i e d  s h a r p ly ,  and expanded  t o  becom e a  

v e ry  p r o f i t a b l e  b u s i n e s s .47 By 1905, "A m erican  c a p i t a l  [w as] 

p r a c t i c a l l y  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  b e in g  i n  th e  hands o f  a company a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  

th e  A m erican Tobacco Company."48

P u e r to  R ica n  to b a c c o  and c ig a r s  com peted  f a v o r a b ly  i n  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  m a rk e t b ecau se  th e y  had t a r i f f  p r o t e c t i o n .  The 

g row th  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  f a v o r a b le  c i r c u m s ta n c e .  

Betw een 1899 and  1930 th e  number o f  a c r e s  d e d ic a te d  t o  to b a c c o  

c u l t i v a t i o n  in c re a s e d  more th an  t e n f o ld .

47A zel Ames, "L abor C o n d itio n s i n  P o rto  R ico , 1901 ,"  p . 393.

48w a l te r  W eyl, "L abor C ond itions in  P o rto  R ico , 1905" p . 759.
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T ab le  6
T o ta l  Number o f  A cres Under Tobacco C u l t i v a t io n 49

1899 5 ,791
1909 22,142
1919 39,068
1929 52,947

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  b e tw een  1910 and  1920 t h e  num ber o f  fa rm  

l a b o r e r s  e n g a g e d  i n  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  to b a c c o  in c r e a s e d  from  

5 ,3 4 6  t o  2 1 ,4 5 1  w h ile  th e  num ber o f  s e m i - s k i l l e d  o p e r a t i v e s  

em ployed i n  c i g a r  f a c t o r i e s  grew  from  3 ,743  in  1899 t o  13 ,380  in  

1 9 3 0 .5 °  As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts , th e  num ber o f  pounds 

o f  to b a c c o  p ro d u ced  in c re a s e d  g r e a t ly .

T ab le  7
Tobacco P ro d u c tio n  in  P u e rto  R ico51

1897 6 ,2 5 5 ,9 5 3
1909 10 ,827 ,755
1919 19 ,362 ,826
1929 30 ,358 ,149

A t t h e  sam e t im e ,  t h e  v a lu e  o f  to b a c c o  and c i g a r  e x p o r t s  grew  

s h a r p l y .  I n  1901 to b a c c o  and c ig a r s  r e p r e s e n te d  o n ly  6 p e r c e n t  

o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  P u e r to  R ican  e x p o r t s ,  b u t  by 1928 to b a c c o  

p ro d u c ts  r e p r e s e n te d  20 p e rc e n t  o f  e x p o r t s .52

49U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  War, Census o f  P o r to  R ic o . 1899 . 
p .  356 and  U n ite d  S ta te s  Bureau o f  th e  C ensus, F i f t h t e e n t h  
Census o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s :  1930. p . 208. F ig u re  f o r  1899 
c o n v e r te d  from  c u e rd a s  t o  a c r e s .

50U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  War, Census o f  P o r to  R ic o . 1899. 
p . 327; U n ite d  S t a te s  Bureau o f  th e  C ensus, Census o f  P o r to  R ico . 
1910. p .  613; 1920 p .  1288; and 1930. p . 186.

51U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  War, Census o f  P o r to  R ic o . 1899.
p . 145 an d  U n ite d  S t a te s  Bureau o f  th e  C en su s, F i f t e e n th  C en su s . 
1930, p .  208 .
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T ab le  8
Value of Puerto Rican Tobacco Exports53

Tobacco C ig a rs

1901
1910
1920
1930

$ 375,000
$ 1 ,258 ,317  
$13 ,416 ,388  
$11 ,916 ,505

$ 306 ,000
$ 4 ,4 8 0 ,0 0 0  
$11 ,614 ,000  
$ 3 ,8 4 8 ,0 0 0

B etw een  t h e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu r y  and  1930, t h e  am ount o f  

fa rm  la n d  u se d  f o r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  c ro p s  f o r  l o c a l  consum ption  

d e c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  and th e  im p o r ta t io n  o f  fo o d  i n c r e a s e d .  

In  1 8 9 9 , fo o d  c ro p s  f o r  l o c a l  c o n su m p tio n  a c c o u n te d  f o r  42 

p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  c u l t i v a t e d  la n d ; by 1929 t h i s  f ig u r e  had d e c l in e d  

t o  28 p e r c e n t . 54 M eanw hile, food  im p o rts  in c r e a s e d .  As e a r l y  as 

1905, a  l a r g e  s h a re  o f  th e  food consumed by th e  p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  

R ico  came from  a b ro a d . R ice  and f l o u r ,  th e  s t a p le s  o f  th e  d i e t ,  

came from  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  C o d fish , a t  t h e  tim e  a m ajo r so u rc e  

o f  p r o t e i n  i n  t h e  l o c a l  d i e t ,  a l s o  came from  o v e r s e a s .  Weyl 

d ed u ced : " I t  can  t h e r e f o r e  be s t a t e d  t h a t  a  c o n s id e r a b le  p o r t io n  

o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  e n t e r in g  i n to  th e  d a i l y  c o n su m p tio n  o f  a  P o r to  

R ican  workingm an comes from  fo r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s . " 55 A cco rd in g  t o  a  

B ro o k in g s  I n s t i t u t i o n  r e p o r t  p u b l is h e d  i n  1930, t h e  g ro w th  o f  

f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n  P u e r to  R ico  o v e r  th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  tw e n t i e t h  c e n tu ry  r e s u l t e d  i n  " th e  t r a n s f o r m in g  

o f  a  m ore l a r g e l y  s e l f - s u f f i c i n g  i s l a n d  economy i n t o  one w h ich

52jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p .  101.

53I b i d .  p .  117.

54I b i d . , p .  122.

55W a lte r  W eyl, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1905 ,"  p .  777.
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i s  i n t e g r a l l y  r e l a t e d  w ith  t h e  comm erce o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

w o rld , p a r t i c u l a r l y  . . .  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s . " 56

P ro letarian ization  of Labor

T he g ro w th  o f  c o m m e rc ia l  a g r i c u l t u r e  l e d  t o  t h e  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  Betw een 

1896 and  1920 th e  num ber o f  farm s f e l l  by f i f t y  p e r c e n t ,  from  

6 ,867  t o  3 ,1 6 0  fa rm s , and  farm  ow ners d e c re a s e d  from  5 ,5 4 1  to  

2 ,6 4 9 . A t t h e  same tim e  th e  av e rag e  s i z e  o f  farm s in c r e a s e d  from

53 .7  t o  1 1 1 .9  a c r e s .57 In  o th e r  w ords, "The ow n ersh ip  o f  la n d  in  

g e n e r a l ,  and  n o t  j u s t  o f  t h a t  i n  s u g a r  p r o d u c t io n ,  became more 

h ig h ly  c o n c e n t r a t e d  u n d e r  U .S . c o n t r o l . " 58 B etw een 1899 and 

1930, t h e  num ber o f  farm s o f  l e s s  th a n  tw e n ty  a c r e s  f e l l  from

8 7 .7  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  fa rm s to  7 1 .0  p e r c e n t .  A t t h e  same t im e , 

farm s o f  o v e r  100 a c r e s  in c r e a s e d  from  2 .2  p e r c e n t  o f  fa rm s t o

6 .0  p e r c e n t  o f  f a rm s .59

The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  la n d  l e d  t o  th e  

r a p id  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  a s  many fa rm ers  

who owned some la n d  w ere p e rsu ad e d  to  s e l l . 68 S m all p r o p r i e t o r s  

in  t h e  th o u s a n d s  th u s  gave up t h e i r  la n d  and  e n te r e d  th e  r u r a l  

p r o l e t a r i a t  a lo n g  w i th  th o s e  p e a s a n ts  who, w i th o u t  e n jo y in g

56V ic to r  S . C la rk , P o r to  R ico and I t s  P ro b lem s, p . 403.

57I b i d . , p .  499.

58Jam es L . D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p .  106.

59I b i d . , p .  107.

60W a lte r  W eyl, "Labor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ico , 1 905 ,"  p .  816.
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l e g a l  o w n e rsh ip , had r e l i e d  on easy  a c c e s s  t o  la n d . As e a r l y  as 

1905 , t h e  o ld  sy s te m  o f  a llo w in g  r u r a l  l a b o r e r s  t o  s q u a t  upon 

t h e i r  e m p lo y e r 's  la n d  and c u l t i v a t e  a sm a ll  p ie c e  f o r  th e m se lv e s  

gave  way a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  in c re a s e d  v a lu e  o f  f a rm la n d . The 

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  p ro c e s s  a ls o  advanced i n  u rb an  a r e a s .  T h e re , 

a r t i s a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c ig a rm a k e rs , came u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  a s  th e  

f a c to r y  sy s te m  b ased  on w ag e-labo r expanded . U .S. c e n su s  f ig u r e s  

show t h a t  be tw een  1899 and 1910 th e  number o f  m ales em ployed  as 

o p e r a t i v e s  i n  c i g a r  f a c t o r i e s  in c re a s e d  from  3 ,683  t o  7 ,3 3 0 .61 

The num ber o f  women em ployed in  c ig a r  f a c t o r i e s  grew  e v e n  more 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y .

The p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  la b o r  in v o lv e d  m o s tly  m en, b u t 

betw een  1899 and 1930, th e  number o f women who e n te r e d  t h e  la b o r  

f o r c e  a s  wage w o rk e rs  a l s o  in c r e a s e d .  A t th e  same t im e ,  th e  

fe m a le  l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t e  w ent up from  1 3 .9  p e r c e n t  

i n  1899 t o  2 2 .9  p e rc e n t  in  1930, and th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

g a i n f u l l y  em ployed fem ale  p o p u la tio n  in c r e a s e d  from  9 .8  p e r c e n t  

i n  1899 t o  1 6 .3  p e r c e n t .  In  1899 o n ly  4 6 ,9 3 1  fe m a le s  o v e r  th e  

age o f  10 w orked f o r  w ages. By 1930, th e  c e n su s  r e p o r te d  125,777 

g a i n f u l l y  em ployed f e m a le s .62 Women, and  many c h i ld r e n  a s  w e l l ,  

cam e u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  t o  j o in  th e  w a g e - l a b o r  f o r c e  a s  a  

co n seq u en ce  o f  th e  low w ages, se a so n a l n a tu r e  o f  em ploym ent, and 

h ig h  r a t e  o f  j o b le s s n e s s  among male w o rk e r s .  I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  in

61U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  War, Census o f  P o rto  R ico . 1899. 
p p .327-228 and U n ited  S ta te s  Bureau o f  t h e  C ensus, C ensus o f  
P o r to  R ic o . 1910. pp . 612-613.

62U n ite d  S t a t e s  B ureau o f  th e  Census, F i f t e e n th  C en su s, 
p . 183.
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th e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  th e  1920s and th ro u g h  th e  p e r io d  o f  t h e  G re a t 

D e p r e s s io n ,  w om en's econom ic c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  h o u se h o ld  incom e 

made t h e  c r i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  a llo w e d  f a m i l ie s  t o  s u b s i s t  

d u r in g  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  t im e s .

Women and the Development of Manufacturing

C ig a r  m a n u fa c tu r in g  and t h e  n e e d le  t r a d e s  em p lo y ed  th e  

l a r g e s t  num ber o f  fem ale  w o rk e rs . Under th e  im pact o f  l a r g e  U .S . 

in v e s tm e n ts ,  c ig a r  making w ent from  an economic a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  

on m o s t ly  i n  s m a ll  shops w ith  o n ly  a  h a n d fu l o f  h ig h ly  s k i l l e d  

c r a f t s m e n ,  i n t o  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  e n t e r p r i s e  based  on  f a c t o r i e s  

em p lo y in g  h u n d red s  o f  w o rk e rs , new p ro d u c tio n  te c h n iq u e s ,  and a  

g r e a t e r  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r .  Women t r a i n e d  to  perfo rm  th e  v a r io u s  

t a s k s  in v o lv e d  i n  th e  new c i g a r  m aking p ro c e s s  w orked a s  sem i­

s k i l l e d  o p e r a t iv e s ,  b u t  re c e iv e d  o n ly  a f r a c t io n  o f  w hat s k i l l e d  

m ale  c i g a r  m akers e a r n e d .63 By 1930, women in  c i g a r  f a c t o r i e s  

ou tnum bered  men by more th a n  2 t o  l . 64

63Y am ila A z iz e , La m u ie r en l a  lu c h a  (R io P ie d ra s :  E d i t o r i a l  
C u l t u r a l ,  1 9 8 5 ), p . 47 .

64U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  War, Census o f  P o rto  R ic o . 1899. 
p . 327-28 and  F i f t e e n th  Census o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s :  1930 .
p . 186.

65U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  War, Census o f  P o rto  R ic o . 1899. 
p . 327; U n ite d  S t a te s  Bureau o f  th e  C ensus, Census o f  P o r to  R ico . 
1910. p p . 613; 1920 p . 1288; and 1930. p . 186.

T ab le  9
Fem ales W orking in  C ig a r  F a c to r ie s 65

1899
1910
1920
1930

60
3,204
8,573
9,290
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I n  t h e  y e a r s  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  F i r s t  W orld W ar, th e  

e x p o r t  o f  n e ed lew o rk  a l s o  began  a  p e r io d  o f  r a p i d  g ro w th .66 As 

th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  g a rm e n ts , e m b ro id e ry , and  la c e w o rk  became an 

im p o r ta n t  s e c t o r  o f  th e  i s l a n d 's  economy, n eed lew o rk  em erged as 

th e  l a r g e s t  e m p lo y e r o f  women a s  home w o rk e rs .  I n  1919 , th e  

B ureau  o f  L abo r i n  P u e r to  R ico  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  g r e a t  number o f  

women d id  need lew ork  in  t h e i r  homes.

S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  c o n t r ib u te d  t o  th e  g row th  o f  t h i s  in d u s t r y  

in  P u e r t o  R ic o . The F i r s t  W orld War s e r i o u s l y  d i s r u p t e d  th e  

im p o r ta t io n  o f  need lew ork  from  E urope t o  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  As a 

r e s u l t ,  m e rc h a n ts  i n  t h e  U .S . so u g h t a l t e r n a t i v e  s o u r c e s  t o  

s u p p ly  t h e i r  dem and. P u e r to  R ico  became an  a t t r a c t i v e  l o c a t i o n  

f o r  su c h  work b e c a u se  th e  i s l a n d  was much c l o s e r  t o  th e  m ain land  

th a n  t h e  F a r  E a s t ,  w h ich  was th e n  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  an  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  M o reo v er, women i n  P u e r to  R ico  had  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  

s k i l l s .  D u rin g  t h e  S p a n ish  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  i t  h ad  b e e n  th e

66The o u ts ta n d in g  h i s t o r i c a l  s tu d y  o f  th e  n eed lew o rk  in d u s t r y  in  
P u e r to  R ico  i s  t h a t  o f  L yd ia  M ilag ro s  GonzAlez G a rc ia ,  Una 
p u n ta d a  en  e l  tie m p o . l a  i n d u s t r i a  de  l a  a o u ia  en  P u e r to  R ico . 
1900-1929 (S a n to  Domingo: E d i to r a  T a l l e r ,  1990).

67U n ite d  S ta t e s  D epartm ent o f  War, Census o f  P o r to  R ic o . 1899. 
p p .3 2 7 -8 ; U n ite d  S ta te s  Bureau o f  th e  C ensus, C ensus o f  P o r to  
R ico . 1910 . p p . 613; 1920 pp . 1288; and 1930. p p .186.

T ab le  10 
D ressm akers and S e a m stre sse s  67 

(n o t in  f a c t o r i e s )

1899
1910
1920
1930

5,785
11,200
12,650
34,345
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c u sto m  t o  t e a c h  young g i r l s  t o  sew , e m b ro id e r  an d  do v a r i o u s  

k in d s  o f  hand n e e d le w o rk .68 In  a d d i t i o n ,  by 1907 th e  governm ent 

o f  P u e r to  R ico  had a  p o l ic y  o f  te a c h in g  need lew ork  i n  t h e  p u b l ic  

s c h o o ls  i n  o r d e r  t o  p ro v id e  g i r l s  w ith  a  p r o f i t a b l e  s k i l l .  The 

D ep artm en t o f  P u b l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  even had  an  agency  t o  s e l l  th e  

s t u d e n t s ' w o rk .89

In  th e  e a r l y  1920s, th e  making o f  b lo u s e s  began  a  p e r io d  o f  

e x p a n s io n .  The m a n u fa c tu re  o f  women's e m b ro id e ry  and  la c e w o rk  

a l s o  d e v e lo p e d  f u r t h e r .  T h is  p r o d u c t io n ,  b a se d  on  hom ework, 

found  a  r e a d y  m ark e t i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  w here t h e  deve lopm en t 

o f  m a s s -p ro d u c e d , r e a d y - to -w e a r  c lo th in g  g r e a t l y  in c r e a s e d  th e  

v a lu e  o f  handmade g a rm e n ts , e m b ro id e ry , and  la c e w o rk . A m ark e t 

f o r  t h i s  ty p e  o f  work e x is te d  among w e l l - to - d o  women i n  th e  U .S. 

In  1921 , t h e  B ureau  o f  L abor i n  P u e r to  R ico  e s t im a t e d  t h a t

40 ,000  women worked a t  home f o r  th e  need lew ork  i n d u s t r y .78

68e 1 Mundo. 1933, In te rv ie w  w ith  M aria L u is a  A rc e la y .

69L u is a  H erndndez A n g u e ira , "Auge y d e c a d e n c ia  de  l a  i n d u s t r i a  
de l a  a g u ja  en  P u e r to  R ico : 1914-1940 ,” PhD T h e s is ,  U n iv e rs id a d  
Autdnoma de M dxico, 1983, p . 2.

70P o r to  R ico  B ureau o f  L abor, E io h th  A nnual R e p o rt (San Ju a n : 
B ureau o f  S u p p l ie s ,  P r in t in g  and T r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  1 9 2 1 ), p .  22 .

71H arvey S . P e r l o f f ,  P u e r to  R ic o 's  Economic F u tu re , p .  136.

T able  11 
V alue o f  Needlework E x p o r ts71

1895
1901
1911
1921
1931

0
$ 8 , 0 0 0

$ 12 ,000
$2 ,3 3 3 ,0 0 0

$13 ,951 ,000
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Conditions of Labor

N e e d le s s  t o  s a y ,  th e  r a p id  e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ica n  

econom y, a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  grow th o f  s u g a r ,  to b a c c o ,  c i g a r ,  

and  n e ed lew o rk  p ro d u c t io n ,  d id  n o t mean more p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  t h e  

w o rk e rs  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i n  t h e  p e r io d  be tw een  

th e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  and th e  e a r ly  n in e te e n  t h i r t i e s ,  w orkers 

i n  P u e r to  R ic o  e x p e r ie n c e d  d i f f i c u l t  eco n o m ic  and  s o c i a l  

c o n d i t io n s  c h a r a c te r i z e d  by long hours o f  l a b o r ,  low w ages, h ig h

r a t e s  o f  u n e m p lo y m en t, m is e r a b le  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d

in c r e a s in g  e m ig r a t io n .  In  1919, a w e a lth y  c i t i z e n  o f  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  who had  r e s id e d  on th e  i s l a n d  s in c e  th e  U .S . o c c u p a tio n  

s t a t e d  t h a t  w h ile  he was n o t on th e  s i d e  o f  l a b o r ,  b u t  on t h e  

s id e  o f  c a p i t a l ,  "h u m an ita r ian  f e e l in g s  do n o t p e rm it  me to  s h u t  

my e y es  t o  e x i s t i n g  e v i l s  on th e  i s l a n d .  The peon i s  j u s t  l i v i n g

from  d ay  t o  d ay  w i th o u t  any hope o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e

f u t u r e . "72

M ost o f  t h e  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n , w hich  a c c o u n te d  f o r  th e  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p le  on th e  i s l a n d ,  w orked a s  u n s k i l l e d  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  i n  e i t h e r  s u g a rc a n e , to b a c c o ,  o r  c o f f e e  

c u l t i v a t i o n .  In  1905, i n  h is  s tu d y  o f  l a b o r  c o n d i t i o n s  on t h e  

i s l a n d ,  W a lte r  Weyl r e p o r te d  t h a t  w ages f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w ork 

ra n g e d  b e tw ee n  30 and  50 c e n ts  p e r  d a y .72 He n o te d  t h a t  w ages 

som etim es in c lu d e d  a  f i v e  c e n t  b r e a k f a s t  o r  lu n c h  an d  t h a t  i n  

some a r e a s  wages m ig h t have been su p p lem en ted  w ith  f r e e  lo d g in g

72Jo sep h  M arcus, "L abor C ond itions in  P o r to  R ico , 1 9 1 9 ,"  p .  34 .

73W a lte r  W eyl, "L abor C o n d itio n s in  P o r to  R ico , 1 9 0 5 ,"  p .  725.
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an d  m aybe f r e e  f u e l .  He q u ic k ly  a d d ed , h o w e v e r, t h a t  " th e s e  

su p p le m e n ta ry  e a r n in g s  . . .  a p p e a r  t o  have  b e e n  m ore common i n  

fo rm e r t i m e s . " 74 A f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  D e p re s s io n , low a g r i c u l t u r a l  

w ages d e c l in e d  f u r t h e r .  I n  1 9 3 0 , w ages f o r  s u g a rc a n e  w o rk e rs  

a v e ra g e d  70 c e n ts  t o  $1 .00  p e r  d a y , w h ile  th o s e  on to b a c c o  and  

c o f f e e  p l a n t a t i o n s  e a r n e d  80 a n d  50 c e n t s  p e r  d a y  

r e s p e c t i v e l y . 75

Low wages w e re  endem ic  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w o rk in g

c l a s s .  They b a r e ly  c o v e re d  th e  b a s i c  needs o f  w o rk e rs  and  t h e i r

f a m i l i e s .  In  h i s  r e p o r t  on l a b o r  c o n d i t io n s  i n  P u e r to  R ic o  i n

1905, W a lte r  Weyl s t a t e d  t h a t ,  " e x p e n d i tu re s  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l

c a s e s  e x a c t l y  b a la n c e s  incom e. The g r e a t  m ass o f  t h e  w o rk in g

c l a s s  -  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l e s s  th a n  99% -  consum e e v e ry  m onth  th e

e a r n in g s  f o r  t h a t  m o n th ." 76 Weyl docum ented t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  w ith

d e t a i l e d  t a b l e s  l i s t i n g  th e  w ages o f  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  w o rk e rs  and

s t a t i s t i c s  on th e  r e t a i l  p r i c e s  o f  c o m m o d itie s . I n  1919, Jo se p h

M arcus c i t e d  th e  c a s e  o f  a  t y p i c a l  su g a rc a n e  w o rk e r:

P e d ro  C a n d i l a r i a s  c u t s  c a n e  from  m o rn in g  t i l l  n i g h t ,  and  
e a r n s  from  $5 t o  $6 a  w eek . The p r e v a l e n t  w ages i n  h i s  
d i s t r i c t  sure fro m  65 c e n t s  t o  $1 a  d a y  f o r  11 h o u r s  o f  
w o rk . He w orks r e g u l a r l y  o n ly  s i x  m onths i n  t h e  y e a r ,  and  
a f t e r  th e  b u sy  s e a s o n  e a r n s  $1 o r  $2 a  w eek , and  a t  t im e s  
n o th in g  a t  a l l . On t h i s  incom e h e  t r i e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  
h im s e l f ,  h i s  w i f e ,  and e i g h t  c h i ld r e n ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t o f  whom 
i s  2 y e a rs  o ld  and  th e  o l d e s t  21; b u t  s i n c e  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  a  
g i r l  sh e  h a s  no  w ork t o  d o .  D u rin g  t h e  d u l l  s e a s o n  . . .  
p e o p le  e a t  o n e  day  and  f a s t  t h e  n e x t  tw o , w a n d e rin g  from  
p la c e  t o  p la c e  i n  s e a rc h  o f  w ork and  b a n a n a s .77

74I b i d . ,  p .  727

75V i c to r  S . C la rk ,  P o r to  R ico  and  I t s  P ro b le m s, p . 2 1 .

76W a lte r  W eyl, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o ,"  p .  776 .
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Food  w as e x p e n s i v e .  R ic e ,  w h ic h  t o g e t h e r  w i th  b e a n s  

c o n s t i t u t e d  a  s t a p l e  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  w o r k e r 's  d i e t ,  c o s t  

b e tw een  4 and  5 c e n t s  p e r  pound , w h i le  b e a n s  c o s t  from  6 t o  8 

c e n t s  p e r  pound . C h e ese , a  v a lu a b le  s o u rc e  o f  p r o t e i n ,  c o s t  20 

t o  25 c e n t s ;  c o d f i s h ,  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  s o u rc e  o f  p r o t e i n ,  c o s t  

9 t o  12 c e n t s ,  and  j e r k e d  b e e f  was 15 t o  17 c e n t s  p e r  pound . 

C o ffe e  p r i c e s  ran g ed  b e tw een  15 and 24 c e n t s  p e r  pound . A t th e  

same t im e ,  c lo t h i n g  was a l s o  e x p e n s iv e .  A s h i r t  c o s t  betw een 25 

c e n t s  an d  $ 1 .0 0 , p a n ts  w ere  from  75 c e n t s  t o  $ 1 .0 0 , and  sh o es 

w ere  p r i c e d  a t  b e tw een  $ 2 .5 0  and  $ 3 .0 0 .  Women, on  t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d , had  t o  pay  b e tw een  $ 1 .0 0  and  $ 3 .5 0  f o r  a  d r e s s  w h ile  a  

p a i r  o f  s h o e s  f o r  them  c o s t  be tw een  $ 2 .0 0  an d  $ 3 .0 0 .7 8  In  1930, 

t h e  i s l a n d ' s  B ureau  o f  L ab o r r e p o r t e d  t h a t  75 p e r c e n t  o f  wages 

w e re  s p e n t  on  f o o d . The b a la n c e  w e n t m o s t ly  t o  p ay  f o r  

h o u s i n g .  78 R e p o r ts  o f  t h e  P u e r t o  R ic a n  B u re a u  o f  Labor 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  s t r e s s e d  t h e  h ig h  i n c i d e n c e  o f  p o v e r ty  on t h e  

i s l a n d  and  t h e  p ro b lem s t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  h o u s in g ,  h e a l t h ,  and  

e d u c a t io n .

I n  1 9 0 1 , A ze l Ames, who i n v e s t i g a t e d  w o rk in g  an d  l i v i n g  

c o n d id t io n s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  f o r  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  B ureau  o f  L abor 

c o n s id e r e d  i t  an  a b s u r d i ty  t o  t h in k  o f  t h e  s h a c k s  i n  w hich  th e

77Jo se p h  M arcus, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1919 ,"  
p p . 3 2 -3 3 .

7 8 p o r to  R ico  B ureau o f  L a b o r , S p e c ia l  R e p o r t . (S an  J u a n :  Bureau 
o f  S u p p l ie s ,  P r i n t i n g ,  a n d  T r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  1 9 1 2 ) .

7 9 p o r to  R ic o  B ureau o f  L a b o r , F o u r te e n th  A nnual R e p o r t . (San 
J u a n : B ureau  o f  S u p p l ie s ,  P r i n t i n g ,  and  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  1930). 
1930.
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g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  r u r a l  wage w o rk e rs  l iv e d  a s  " h o u s e s ." 80 Even in  

t h e  to w n s , p o o r  w o rk e rs  c o u ld  o n ly  ch o o se  b e tw een  b ad  and  w o rse  

h o u s in g  c o n d i t i o n s .  A sm a ll  te n e m e n t w ith  one  o r  tw o room s and  

w i th o u t  an y  l i g h t  o r  a i r  was u s u a l l y  a l l  t h e s e  w o rk e rs  c o u ld  

a f f o r d . 81 I n  1905, W a lte r  Weyl d e s c r ib e d  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  h o u sin g  

c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  i n  r u r a l  P u e r to  R ic o . "The h o u se s  o f  

t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  r u r a l  w o rk e rs  a r e  m e re ly  a  fram ew ork  o f  p o l e s ,  

c o v e re d  w i th  t h e  b a rk  o f  palm  t r e e s  and w i th  d r i e d  le a v e s  and  

t h a t c h e d  w i th  palm  le a v e s  o r  a  to u g h  g r a s s  w h ich  i s  fo u n d  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d . " 82 A lm o st tw e n ty  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h o u s in g  

c o n d i t i o n s  h a d  n o t  im p ro v e d  v e r y  m uch. I n  h i s  r e p o r t  on  

c o n d i t i o n s  on  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  1 9 1 9 , J o s e p h  M arcus in c lu d e d  

p h o to g ra p h s  and  d e s c r i p t io n s  o f  b o th  r u r a l  and  u rb a n  h o u s e s . He 

n o te d  t h a t  i n  some r u r a l  a r e a s  i t  was p o s s ib l e  t o  r i d e  f o r  h o u rs  

w i th o u t  f i n d i n g  any h o u se  n o t  made o f  pa lm  l e a v e s  o r  to u g h  

g r a s s . 83 I n  u rb a n  a r e a s ,  t h e  te n e m e n ts  he  e n c o u n te re d  re sem b led  

th o s e  d e s c r ib e d  by A zel Ames in  1901.

P o o r h e a l t h  and u n s a n i ta r y  c o n d i t io n s  p r e s e n te d  a d d i t i o n a l  

p ro b lem s f o r  p o o r ly  p a id  w o rk e rs .  I n  h i s  r e p o r t ,  M arcus n o te d  

t h a t  th o u s a n d s  o f  r u r a l  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  s u f f e r e d  from  

v a r io u s  a f f l i c t i o n s  and  had  no m e d ic a l  a t t e n t i o n .  "They a r e  

o f t e n  f a r  away from  a  to w n , w i th o u t  im m e d ia te  n e ig h b o r s  t o

80A zel Ames, "L abor C o n d itio n s  in  P o r to  R ic o , 1 9 0 1 ,"  p .  410 .

81I b i d . ,  p .  422 .

82W a lte r  W eyl, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1 9 0 5 ,"  p .  789 .

83Jo se p h  M arcus, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1 9 1 9 ,"  p .  27 .
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a p p e a l  t o  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  w i th o u t  fu n d s  t o  b r in g  a  p h y s ic ia n  o r  

t o  buy m e d ic in e  o r  f o o d ." 84 U n c in a r i a s i s  (hookworm d i s e a s e )  was 

a  common i l l n e s s .  Lack o f  p r o p e r  s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  r u r a l  

a r e a s  c a u s e d  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  B etw een  1917 a n d  1 9 1 8 , h e a l t h  

o f f i c i a l s  t r e a t e d  w e l l  o v e r  20 ,000  c a s e s .  Many m ore e x i s t e d ,  b u t  

t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  t o  a  

d is p e n s a ry  o r  d o c t o r .85

The w o rk e rs ' c lo t h i n g  o f t e n  r e f l e c t e d  t h e i r  low w ag es . In  

1 9 0 1 , m a le  l a b o r e r s  u s u a l l y  w o re  n o t h i n g  m ore  t h a n  an  

i n e x p e n s i v e  c o t t o n  u n d e r s h i r t  a n d  t h e  c h e a p e s t  t r o u s e r s  

a v a i l a b l e .  V ery few w ore sh o e s  and  a  h a t ,  i f  u s e d ,  was made o f  

w ool o r  palm  l e a f .  Women c o n te n te d  th e m se lv e s  w i th  ch eap  c o t to n  

d r e s s e s  and  b a r e  f e e t  and h e a d s . I f  t h e  f e e t  w ere  c o v e re d , i t  

was w i th  c h e a p  sh o e s  and  no  s to c k in g s .  A c h e a p  s t r a w  h a t  m ig h t 

c o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s .88 W rit in g  n e a r ly  tw e n ty  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Jo sep h  

M arcus d e s c r ib e d  s i m i l a r  o u t f i t s .  "H is d r e s s  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  p a i r  

o f  w h i te  t r o u s e r s ,  a  w h ite  s h i r t ,  and  a  s t r a w  h a t .  H is w ife  and 

c h i l d r e n  a r e  c l a d  a s  p o o r ly  a s  h e  i s ; n o n e  o f  them  w e a r  

s h o e s ." 87 M oreover, he n o te d ,  " th ro u g h o u t t h e  i s l a n d  th o u sa n d s  

o f  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  ag es  1 t o  7 y e a r s  go n a k e d , i n  t h e  tow n a s  

w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s " . 88

84I b i d . , p .  26 .

85I b i d . , p .  15 .

88A z e l Ames, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1 9 0 1 ,"  p p . 4 1 7 -1 8 .

87Jo s e p h  M arcus, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1 919 ,"  p .  14.

88I b i d .
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I l l i t e r a c y  a n d  l a c k  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a l s o  

p la g u e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  1 8 9 9 , o n ly  2 2 .7  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

p o p u la t io n  c o u ld  r e a d  and w r i t e . 89 By 1910, t h i s  f i g u r e  had  o n ly  

in c r e a s e d  t o  3 3 .5  p e r c e n t . 98 I n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  c h i l d r e n  r e c e iv e d  

o n ly  o ne  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l in g .  T h is  was n o t  o n ly  b e c a u se  

p a r e n t s  w a n te d  t o  a v a i l  th e m s e lv e s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n s '  l a b o r  

s e r v i c e s  a n d  e a r n in g s  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

s c h o o ls  t o  accom m odate a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  n e e d  o f  s c h o o l  

p l a c e s . 91 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  some i n  P u e r to  R ico  f e l t  t h a t  e d u c a t in g  

th e  c h i l d r e n  was u n n e c e s s a ry  b e c a u s e  th e y  w ere  d e s t i n e d  t o  be  

u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r e r s . 92 In  1 9 1 9 , M arcus a ck n o w led g ed  t h a t  ev en  

when s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  w ere a v a i l a b l e ,  many c h i l d r e n  n e g e c te d  to  

a t t e n d  s c h o o l  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  p ro p e r  a t t i r e  o r  n u t r i t i o n .  

A d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  s u p e r v i s o r  c la im e d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  200 ,000  

c h i l d r e n  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  f a i l e d  t o  a t t e n d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere  

asham ed t o  go i n  r a g s  and t h a t  many w ere  so  u n d e rn o u r is h e d  t h a t  

th e y  d id  n o t  h ave  th e  s t r e n g th  t o  w alk  t h e  lo n g  d i s t a n c e s  t o  and  

from  s c h o o l .92 In  a d d i t i o n ,  many c h i l d r e n  d id  n o t  a t t e n d  sc h o o l 

b e c a u se  th e y  h ad  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  s i b l i n g s  o r  w ork i n  o r d e r  t o  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  f a m i ly 's  incom e. The P u e r to  R ic a n  B ureau  o f

" W a l t e r  W eyl, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1905” p .  800.

98Jo se p h  M arcus , "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1 9 1 9 ,"  p . 12.

91 W a lte r  W eyl, "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1 9 0 5 ,"  
p p . 8 0 2 -0 3 .

92I b i d . , p .  804 .

" J o s e p h  M arcus , "L abor C o n d itio n s  i n  P o r to  R ic o , 1 9 1 9 ,"  
p p . 46—4 7 .
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L ab o r o f t e n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  many p a r e n t s  h am p ered  e f f o r t s  t o  

e n f o r c e  c h i l d  l a b o r  law s by  h id in g  t h e i r  w o rk in g  c h i l d r e n  from  

la b o r  i n s p e c t o r s .

By 1930 , how ever, unem ploym ent h ad  become t h e  m ost s e r io u s  

p ro b lem  c o n f r o n t in g  t h e  P u e r to  R ican  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  I n  1899, th e  

num ber o f  unem ployed m ales  num bered 5 4 ,8 0 3 , o r  17 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  

m ales o v e r  t h e  age o f  10. D uring  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  n e x t  two and 

a  h a l f  d e c a d e s ,  unem ploym ent i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y .  By 1926, th e  

num ber o f  unem ployed m ales re a c h e d  1 4 6 ,4 6 1 , o r  3 0 .2  p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  m a le  l a b o r  f o r c e . 94 A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  P u e r t o  R ic a n  

l e g i s l a t i v e  com m ittee  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  unem ploym ent on t h e  i s l a n d ,  

P u e r to  R ic o  was " u n d e rg o in g  one  o f  t h e  m o st a c u t e  p e r io d s  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n e a s in e s s  and  r e s t l e s s n e s s ,  due t o  

t h e  e n o rm o u s  n u m b er o f  u n e m p lo y e d  i n  to w n , c i t y ,  a n d  

c o u n tr y s id e . " 95

The governm en t o f  P u e r to  R ico  e x p la in e d  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  

lo w  w a g e s , p o v e r t y ,  a n d  u n em p lo y m en t a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

o v e rp o p u la t io n .  I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  P u e r to  R ico  s im p ly  h ad  to o  many 

p e o p le  f o r  to o  few  r e s o u r c e s .  G overnm ent o f f i c i a l s  u se d  t h i s  

a rg u m e n t  c o n t i n u o u s l y ,  n o t  j u s t  a s  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  

unem ploym ent and  low w ag es , b u t  a s  a  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a t  f i r s t  

a l lo w in g , and  l a t e r  a c t i v e l y  p ro m o tin g , t h e  m ig r a t io n  o f  w o rk ers  

from  t h e  i s l a n d .

94P o r to  R ico  L e g i s l a t i v e  Com m ittee t o  I n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  
and  A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n e a s in e ss  and  R e s t le s s n e s s  C a u sin g  Unemploy­
m ent i n  P o r to  R ic o , R e p o rt (San  Ju a n : B ureau  o f  S u p p l ie s ,  
P r i n t i n g ,  an d  T r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  1 9 3 0 ), p .  218 .

95I b i d . , p p . 153-154 .
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I n  h i s  f i r s t  a n n u a l r e p o r t  t o  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  C o n g re s s , 

C h a r le s  H. A l l e n ,  t h e  f i r s t  c i v i l i a n  g o v e rn o r  o f  P u e r to  R ic o  

u n d e r  U .S . r u l e ,  e n d o rs e d  e m i g r a t i o n  a s  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  

p ro b le m  o f  u n em p lo y m en t.96 T he e m i g r a t i o n  o f  P u e r t o  R ic a n  

w o rk ers  b eg an  i n  1900. Between November 22nd and  A ugust 2 9 th  o f  

t h a t  y e a r ,  2 ,8 6 9  men and  boys o v e r  t h e  age  o f  tw e lv e ,  and  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  (5 ,2 0 3  p e o p le  a l t o g e t h e r )  l e f t  f o r  H aw aii t o  w ork in  

s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s . 97 They e m ig ra te d  a s  c o n t r a c t  l a b o r e r s  i n  a  

t o t a l  o f  e le v e n  e x p e d i t io n s .  T h is  e m ig ra t io n  movement was th e  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e p re s s e d  econom ic c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  th e  

m o u n ta in o u s c o f fe e -g ro w in g  r e g io n s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  d ue  t o  t h e  

damage c a u se d  by  h u r r ic a n e  San C i r ia c o  in  A ugust o f  1899 and  t o  

t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  c o f f e e  e x p o r t s  o c c a s io n e d  by  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  

t h e  F o ra k e r  A ct i n  May o f  1900. O ver th e  n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  th e  

e m ig r a t io n  o f  w o rk e rs  c o n tin u e d  a s  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  unemployment 

i n  P u e r to  R ico  re a c h e d  c r i s i s  p r o p o r t io n s .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  movement t o  H aw a ii, s m a l l e r  g ro u p s  o f  

w o rk e rs  e m ig ra te d  u n d e r c o n t r a c t  t o  v a r io u s  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s .  F o r 

exam p le , i n  1900 a  number o f  P u e r to  R ican  l a b o r e r s  c o n t r a c te d  t o  

w ork i n  a  U .S . owned i r o n  m ine i n  Cuba and  i n  1901 some w en t t o  

work on t h e  s u g a r  h a r v e s t  in  t h e  D om inican R e p u b l ic .98 T hen, in

96C h a r le s  H. A l le n ,  F i r s t  A nnual R e p o r t o f  t h e  G overno r o f  P o r to  
R ico  (W ash in g to n , D .C .: U .S . G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 0 1 ), 
p p . 1 4 -1 5 .

97E1 P ro b le m s. S ep tem ber 6 , 1901, p .  1 and  "R e p o rt o f  t h e  
C om m issioner o f  L abor i n  H a w a ii ," i n  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  U .S . B ureau  
o f  L a b o r , n o . 47 (W ashing ton , D .C .: U .S . G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  
O f f i c e ,  1 9 0 3 ).
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1903 s e v e r a l  h u n d re d  t r a v e l e d  t o  M exico  u n d e r  a  M ex ican  

g o v e rn m e n t-s p o n so re d  p l a n  t o  c o lo n iz e  a n  u n s e t t l e d  a r e a  i n  th e  

Y ucatan  p e n i n s u l a . "

The l a r g e s t  e m ig r a t io n  o f  w o rk e rs  from  P u e r to  R ico  u n d e r  

c o n t r a c t  to o k  p la c e  b e tw een  S ep tem b er 19 and  Novem ber 7 , 1918 

when 1 3 ,2 3 3  men from  18 to  45 y e a r s  o f  a g e  l e f t  f o r  w a r - r e l a t e d  

work p r o j e c t s  i n  th e  s o u th e rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . 100 They 

t r a v e l e d  t o  New O r le a n s ,  L o u is ia n a ;  W ilm ing ton , N o r th  C a ro l in a ;  

B ru n sw ick , G e o rg ia ;  C h a r le s to n ,  S o u th  C a r o l in a ;  an d  Savannnah , 

G e o rg ia  w here  th e s e  men w orked i n  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  arm y camps and 

i n  m u n i t i o n s  f a c t o r i e s .  T h is  m i g r a t i o n  h a d  d i s a s t r o u s  

c o n se q u e n c e s  f o r  th e  men in v o lv e d ;  i n  f a c t ,  h u n d re d s  d ie d  en  

r o u te  t o  t h e i r  work a ss ig n m e n ts  n o t  o n ly  due t o  t h e  o u tb re a k  o f  

i n f lu e n z a  on  b o a rd  t h e  s h ip s  t h e y  t r a v e l e d  i n ,  b u t  a l s o  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a c c id e n t s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  w h e re  th e y  

w orked , an d  b e c a u se  o f  overw ork  i n  l a b o r  cam p s.101

On May 2 9 , 1919, th e  P u e r to  R ica n  L e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  "An 

A ct t o  R e g u la te  E m ig ra tio n  from  P o r to  R ic o ." 102 T h is  r e p r e s e n te d  

an  a t t e m p t  by  t h e  l o c a l  g o v ern m en t t o  e s t a b l i s h  some c o n t r o l  

o v e r  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  l a b o r  m ig r a t io n  a s  i t  had  b e e n  u n f o ld in g .

98La C o rre s p o n d e n c ia . J u ly  19, 1900, p .  1 and  A p r i l  19 , 1901, 
p . 2 .

" P u e r to  R ico  H e ra ld . S ep tem ber 2 6 , 1903, p .  953 .

10°E1 T iem po, November 14, 1918, p .  1.

lO lH is to ry  T ask  F o rc e , S o u rces f o r  th e  s tu d y  o f  P u e r to  R ican  
M ig ra tio n . 1879-1930 (New Y ork: C e n tro  d e  E s tu d io s  
P u e r to r r iq u e f io s ,  1 9 8 2 ), p p . 1 0 4 -128 .

102I b i d . , p p . 140-41 .
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E m ployers o f t e n  v i o l a t e d  l a b o r  c o n t r a c t s  by  p a y in g  lo w er wages 

th a n  th e y  h ad  a g re e d  t o  o r  by  o th e r w is e  f o r c in g  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  

c o n d i t i o n s  u p o n  m ig r a n t  w o r k e r s . F a c e d  w i t h  abom inable  

em ploym ent s i t u a t i o n s ,  many w o rk e r s  a b ro a d  a p p e a le d  t o  t h e  

governm en t o f  t h e  i s l a n d  t o  i n c u r  t h e  e x p e n se  o f  r e p a t r i a t i n g  

them . H ow ever, t h e  E m ig ra tio n  Law o f  1919 s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  o n ly  

th o s e  w o rk e rs  w hose c o n t r a c t s  h a d  b een  s u p e r v is e d  by  th e  i s l a n d  

governm ent w ou ld  h av e  a  r i g h t  t o  a p p e a l  t o  i t  f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n  

sh o u ld  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  be v i o l a t e d .

The p r o c e s s  o f  l a b o r  m ig r a t i o n  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  c o n tin u e d  

a f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  e m ig r a t io n  la w . B etw een Novem ber o f  

1919 a n d  J a n u a r y  o f  1920 s e v e r a l  g ro u p s  t o t a l i n g  586 fa rm  

w o rk e rs  l e f t  P u e r to  R ico  f o r  w ork  in  a  Cuban s u g a r  f a c t o r y .  10 3 

L a t e r ,  n ew sp ap er a c c o u n ts  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  l a b o r  a g e n ts  w ould  soon  

a r r i v e  on t h e  i s l a n d  t o  r e c r u i t  w o rk e rs  f o r  a  new e m ig ra t io n  

movement t o  H a w a ii .104 I r o n i c a l l y ,  e v e n  a s  t h e  g o v e rn m en t o f  

P u e r to  R ico  a t te m p te d  t o  r e g u l a t e  l a b o r  m ig r a t io n  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  

an d  e v e n  a s  new e x p e d i t i o n s  o f  c o n t r a c t  l a b o r e r s  w ere  b e in g  

o rg a n iz e d ,  t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  e m ig r a t io n  to o k  a  new t u r n .  D u rin g  th e  

n in e te e n  t w e n t i e s ,  an  in c r e a s in g  num ber o f  P u e r to  R ica n  w o rk e rs  

a t t e m p te d  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e i r  d e s p e r a t e  eco n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  

c o n d i t io n s  by  e m ig r a t in g  t o  New Y ork C i ty  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  i . e .  on  

t h e i r  own a n d  n o t  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t .  The num ber o f  i s l a n d - b o r n

101P o r to  R ic o  B ureau  o f  L ab o r, S e v e n th  A nnual R e p o rt (San  J u a n :
B ureau  o f  S u p p l i e s ,  P r i n t i n g ,  a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  1 9 2 0 ), p p . 2 0 -
26 .

104La C o rre s p o n d e n c ia . A p r i l  1 3 , 1925 p .  1 .
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P u e r to  R ic a n s  l i v i n g  i n  Mew York in c r e a s e d  from  7 ,3 6 4  i n  1920 t o  

44 ,908  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .

W h ile  some w o rk e rs  a t te m p te d  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e i r  d e s p e r a te  

econom ic  s i t u a t i o n  th ro u g h  e m ig r a t io n ,  many o t h e r s  s o u g h t  t o  

im prove t h e i r  w ork and l i v i n g  c o n d i t io n s  th ro u g h  l a b o r  s t r i k e s .  

I n  1905 a n d  a g a i n  i n  1 9 1 5 , t h e r e  w e re  l a r g e  s t r i k e s  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  In  1915, 2 0 ,0 0 0  s t r i k i n g  l a b o r e r s  i n  th e  

c o u n t r y s id e  dem anded h ig h e r  w a g e s , and  end  t o  t h e  e le v e n  and  

tw e lv e - h o u r  w o rk in g  d a y , and  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  paym en t o f  

w ages i n  v o u c h e rs  good o n ly  i n  p l a n t a t i o n  s t o r e s ,  w h ich  w ere  

s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  many a r e a s .  106 A f t e r  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  o f  

eco n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o rk e r  c o u ld  n o t  f i n d  

em p loym en t f o r  m ore th a n  f o u r  d a y s  a  w eek , a n d  w ages w ere  

e x tre m e ly  low .

The p o o r  l i v i n g  and  w o rk in g  c o n d i t io n s  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n ,  

t h e  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  unem ploym ent, an d  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r n a l  and  

e x t e r n a l  m ig r a t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  m o s t o f  t h e  

w o rk in g  p e o p le  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  b e tw ee n  1900 and 

1930. The fo l lo w in g  t a b l e  shows t h e  c h a n g in g  p r o p o r t io n  o f  t h e  

u rb a n  a n d  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  and  t h e  c h a n g in g  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  

i s l a n d ' s  l a b o r  f o r c e  t h a t  p ro v id e d  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d  an d  c o n te x t  

f o r  t h e  em ergence  and  developm en t o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  o rg a n iz e d  

l a b o r  movement be tw een  th e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu ry  and  th e  1930s.

105L aw rence C h e n a u lt ,  The P u e r to  R ic a n  M ig ra n t i n  Saw York C i tv  
(New Y ork : C olum bia U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 8 ), p .  5 8 .

10® Porto  R ico  B ureau  o f  L ab o r, F o u r th  A nnual R e p o r t . (S an  Ju a n : 
B ureau  o f  S u p p l ie s ,  P r i n t i n g ,  and  T r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  1 9 1 6 ), p .  6 .
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T ab le  12
P o p u la tio n  by P la c e  o f  R es id en c e  

an d  M ajor O c cu p a tio n a l C a te g o r ie s ,  1899-1930107

1899 1910 1920 1930

T o ta l  I s l a n d  
P o p u la tio n 953,243 1 ,1 1 8 ,0 1 2 1 ,2 9 9 ,8 0 9  1 ,543 ,913

Male
Fem ale

472,261
480,982

557,301
560 ,711

647 ,825
6 51 ,984

771,761
772,152

U rban
R u ra l

138,703
814,540

224,620
893,392

283 ,934  
1 ,0 1 5 ,8 7 5  1

427,221
,116 ,692

U rban % 
R u ra l  %

14.6%
85.4%

20.1%
79.9%

21.8%
78.2%

27.7%
72.3%

G a in fu l ly  Employed 
10 Y rs . O ld  an d  O ver

M ale
Fem ale

268,664
47,701

317,256
76 ,892

322 ,466
8 6 ,4 6 2

378,033
125,777

G a in fu l ly  Employed 
By M ajor C a te g o r ie s

A g r ic u l tu r e
M ale
Fem ale

196,893
1,868

230 ,066
10,779

2 27 ,565
1 7 ,7 1 9

249,854
11,944

M a n u fac tu rin g
M ale
Fem ale

20,126
6,389

34 ,881
18,194

4 0 ,7 0 7
3 0 ,8 0 9

43 ,986
65,846

D om estic  S e rv ic e
M ale 27 ,415 
Fem ale 37,404

9 ,811
45 ,149

7 ,1 4 2
3 2 ,4 8 2

9 ,530
37,424

T rad e
M ale
Fem ale

22,347
1,729

24 ,667
912

2 4 ,6 6 9
916

36,105
1,895

P r o f e s s io n a l s
M ale
Fem ale

1,883
331

2 ,778
1,497

3 ,6 8 8
3 ,2 5 3

5 ,825
5 ,661

107 U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  W ar, C ensus o f  P o r to  R ico . 1899 
and  U n ite d  S t a t e s  B ureau  o f  th e  C en su s , C ensus o f  P u e r to  R ic o . 
1910, C ensus o f  P u e r to  R ico , 1920, and  C ensus o f  P u e r to  R ic o . 
1930.
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C h a p te r  I I I  

THE IDEOLOGY OF THE EARLY LABOR MOVEMENT

T hro u g h o u t L a t in  A m erica , E uropean  a n a r c h i s t  and  s o c i a l i s t  

t h e o r i e s  in f lu e n c e d  t h e  id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  l a b o r  m ovem ent. 

The m ig r a t io n  o f  w o rk e rs  from  E urope  t o  th e  A m ericas d u r in g  th e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  in c lu d e d  many c la s s - c o n s c i o u s  r a d i c a l s  who 

l a t e r  p la y e d  im p o r ta n t  r o l e s  i n  t h e  e m e rg in g  w o rk in g  c l a s s  

s t r u g g l e s  i n  th e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  S o u th  A m e r ic a .1 S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  

P u e r to  R ic o ,  many w o rk in g  c l a s s  l e a d e r s  a d o p te d  t h e  id e a s  o f  

M ik h a il  B ak u n in , P e t e r  K ro p o tk in , K a r l  M arx, E n r ic o  M a la te s ta ,  

P i e r r e  P ro u d h o n , an d  J e a n  J a c q u e s  R e c l u s .2 T h is  c h a p t e r  w i l l  

s u r v e y  t h e  m a jo r  w r i t i n g s  o f  p ro m in e n t  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  an d  

d e m o n s tra te  th e  in f lu e n c e  t h a t  r a d i c a l  w o rk in g  c l a s s  id e o lo g ie s  

had  on  th e  e a r l y  l a b o r  movement in  P u e r to  R ic o .

The l e a d e r s  w hose work i s  th e  fo c u s  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  L u is a  

C a p e t i l l o ,  A ngel M a rla  D ie p p a , Ju a n  M arcano , M anuel F r a n c is c o  

R o ja s ,  Ramdn Romero R o sa , and  Ju a n  V i l a r ,  fo rm ed  p a r t  o f  th e  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  l e v e l  m em bersh ip  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  de  l o s  

T ra b a ia d o re s  de  P u e r to  R ic o . Above them  w ere  t h e  to p  l e a d e r s  o f  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h o s e  who d i r e c t e d  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  a n d  

m a in ta in e d  c o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r. Below 

them  w e re  t h e  ra n k  an d  f i l e  members who fo rm ed  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e

^H obart S p a ld in g , O rg a n iz ed  l a b o r  i n  L a t in  A m erica . H i s t o r i c a l  
C ase S tu d ie s  o f  U rban W orkers i n  D ependent S o c i e t i e s  (New York: 
H a rp e r T o rchbooks, 1 9 7 7 ), p . 8 .

2Rub6n D A vila  S a n t ia g o ,  "E l p en sam ien to  s o c i a l  o b re ro  a  com ienzo 
d e l  s i g l o  XX en  P u e r to  R ic o ,"  R e v is ta  d e  H i s t o r i a .  V o l. I ,
Num. 2 (Ju ly -D eeem b er, 1 9 8 5 ), p .  151.
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o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  u n s k i l l e d  r u r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  and  se m i­

s k i l l e d  and  u n s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs  i n  u rb a n  em ploym ent su c h  a s  c i g a r  

m a n u fa c tu r in g .3 T h e  l e a d e r s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h e r e  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  l a b o r  m ovem ent, i n  t h e  p e r i o d  

b e fo r e  t h e  F i r s t  W orld  War, a s  o r g a n i z e r s ,  p u b l ic  s p e a k e r s ,  and 

id e o lo g u e s .

V ery  l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Only L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  and  Ram6n Romero Rosa hav e  been  th e  s u b j e c t  

o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s t u d i e s . The l i t t l e  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  t h e i r  

p e r s o n a l  l i v e s  t h a t  i s  known i s  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  p a g e s . 

H ow ever, some o f  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  d i d  s u r v i v e  and  t h i s  body o f  

work p ro v id e s  an i n s i g h t  i n to  th e  i d e o l o g i c a l  i n f lu e n c e s  o f  th e  

e a r l y  l a b o r  movement i n  P u e r to  R ic o .*  C o n tr a ry  t o  t h e  v iew s o f  

th o s e  h i s t o r i a n s  who a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  l a b o r  movement on th e  

i s l a n d  was n e v e r  s o c i a l i s t  o r  r a d i c a l ,  a  re v ie w  o f  th e  w r i t i n g s  

o f  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  a n a r c h i s t  an d  s o c i a l i s t  th in k in g  

fo rm ed  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  

L ib r e .

W hile  m ost o f  t h e  i s l a n d 's  p o p u la t io n  was i l l i t e r a t e ,  l a b o r  

l e a d e r s  w e re  a b le  t o  s p re a d  t h e i r  i d e a s  th r o u g h  sp e e c h e s  a t

3Rubdn D d v ila  S a n tia g o  d i s t in g u i s h e d  t h e s e  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  
m em bership  i n th e  FLT i n  h i s  book , E l  d e r r i b o  d e  l a s  m u r a l la s « 
o r lq e n e a  d e l  s o c i a l ism o e n  P u e r to  R ico  (R io  P ie d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  
C u l t u r a l ,  1 9 8 8 ), p .  88 .

* E ric k  J .  P e rd z  and  D avid  B aranov , B i b l i o o r a f i a  s o b re  e l  
m ovim ien to  o b re ro  d e  P u e r to  R ico . 1873-1996 . (S an  Juans 
E d ic io n e s  C i ld e s ,  1996) p ro v id e s  a  c o m p re h en s iv e  l i s t i n g  o f  
e a r l y  l a b o r  w r i t in g s  t h a t  have s u r v iv e d  and  t h a t  c an  be 
c o n s u l te d ,  u s u a l ly  i n  th e  form  o f  p o o r  q u a l i t y  x e ro x e d  c o p ie s ,  
i n  s e v e r a l  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  an d  th e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s .
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m e e tin g s  a n d  r a l l i e s  an d  th r o u g h  t h e a t r i c a l  s h i t s  p e rfo rm e d  

b e fo r e  a u d ie n c e s  o f  w o r k e r s .5 The w ork o f  t h e s e  s i x  w r i t e r s  h a s  

b e en  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  e x a m in a t io n  b e c a u s e  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  

b a s ic  id e a s  t h a t  g u id e d  th e  FLT d u r in g  i t s  e a r l y  y e a r s .

A fu n d a m e n ta l t e n e t  o f  th e  l a b o r  movement in  P u e r to  R ico  i n  

th e  e a r l y  tw e n ie th  c e n tu r y  was t h e  b e l i e f  i n  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  

i d e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  The l a b o r  l e a d e r s  ex am in e d  i n  t h i s  

c h a p te r  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n eed  t o  r a i s e  w o rk e rs ' c o n s c io u s n e s s  a b o u t 

t h e  s t r u g g l e  b e tw ee n  l a b o r  and  c a p i t a l .  They e m p h a s iz e d  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  u n i t y  t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e tw een  c o n s c io u s n e s s  an d  a c t i o n . 5 

A m a jo r  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  w o rk e rs ' movement on  t h e  i s l a n d  

was t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  e m a n c ip a tio n  o f  th e  w ork ing  c l a s s  was i t s  

own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  an d  t h a t  w o rk e rs  t h e r e f o r e  h ad  t o  d e v e lo p  

t h e i r  own l a b o r  and  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s .

As i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  L a t in  A m erica  an d  e l s e w h e r e ,  

a r t i s a n s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  becam e r a d i c a l i z e d  when t h e i r  p a th  t o  

upw ard m o b i l i t y  g o t  b lo c k e d  by c a p i t a l .  I n  t h e  a f te r m a th  o f  t h e  

U .S . a n n e x a t io n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  c ig a rm a k e rs  became t h e  f i r s t  and 

l a r g e s t  g ro u p  o f  a r t i s a n s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  t o  undergo  t h e  p ro c e s s  

o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .  U .S . c a p i t a l  in v e s tm e n ts  p ro m o te d  th e  

r a p i d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i g a r  i n d u s t r y  from  a  sy s te m  o f  

p r o d u c t io n  b a s e d  on  s k i l l e d  a r t i s a n  l a b o r  i n  s m a l l  w orkshops 

i n t o  a  l a r g e  f a c t o r y  b a se d  o p e r a t io n  em ploy ing  s e m i - s k i l l e d  and 

u n s k i l l e d  w age w o r k e r s .  A g r e a t e r  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  a n d  new

5F o r a n  a n th o lo g y  o f  some o f  t h e s e  p la y s  s e e  Rubin D & vila 
S a n t ia g o ,  T e a tro  o b re ro  en  P u e r to  R ico  11900-1920 ) a n to lo o la  
(R io  P i e d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  E d i l ,  1 9 8 5 ).

6I b i d . ,  p .  152.
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p r o d u c t io n  te c h n iq u e s  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  O th e r  a r t i s a n s ,  

su ch  a s  sh o em ak e rs , came u n d e r i n c r e a s in g  econom ic p r e s s u r e  as a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  im p o r t a t i o n  o f  c h e a p  b u t  h ig h  q u a l i t y  mass 

p ro d u ced  m e rc h a n d ise .

A lth o u g h  t h e y  made up o n ly  a  s m a l l  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  

w o rk in g  c l a s s ,  u rb a n  a r t i s a n s  r e p r e s e n te d  t h e  v a n g u a rd  o f  th e  

e a r l y  l a b o r  m ovem ent. In  c o n t r a s t  t o  r u r a l  w o r k e r s ,  u rb an  

a r t i s a n s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  w ere  much m ore l i k e l y  t o  b e  s k i l l e d ,  

l i t e r a t e ,  a n d  e d u c a t e d .  T y p e s e t t e r s  a n d  c ig a r m a k e r s  in  

p a r t i c u l a r  d e m o n s tra te d  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s .  T h is  was a  p ro d u c t o f 

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t y p e s e t t e r s ' w ork  an d  t h e  c ig a r m a k e r s ' 

t r a d i t i o n  o f  em ploy ing  a  r e a d e r  i n  c i g a r  f a c t o r i e s .  In  a d d i t io n ,  

b e c a u se  o f  t h e i r  p la c e  w i th in  t h e  econom ic s t r u c t u r e ,  a r t i s a n s  

w ere  a l s o  among t h e  f i r s t  w o rk e rs  on t h e  i s l a n d  t o  d e v e lo p  a 

f e e l i n g  o f  c l a s s  s o l i d a r i t y .  I n  P u e r to  R ic o , a r t i s a n s  e x h ib i te d  

a  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  p r i d e  and  c o n te m p t f o r  h i e r a r c h y  t h a t  gave 

r i s e  t o  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  d i s s e n t .  C la s s - c o n s c io u s  a r t i s a n  w orkers 

s u b s e q u e n t ly  a d o p te d  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  id e o lo g y  c e n te r e d  on th e  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a n a rc h ism  and s o c i a l i s m ,  and  b e g an  an  e f f o r t  t o  

o rg a n iz e  r u r a l  w o rk e r s .7

B e g in n in g  i n  1902 , l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  young  l a b o r  movement 

u n d e r to o k  a n  a c t i v e  c a m p a ig n  t o  o r g a n iz e  r u r a l  w o rk e rs , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  su g a rc a n e -g ro w in g  r e g io n s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  In  

t h i s  c am p aig n , r e f e r r e d  to  a s  La C ruzada  d e l  I d e a l  ( th e  Crusade

7A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra ,  " S o c i a l i s t  an d  C ig a rm ak e r: A r t i s a n s ' 
P r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  i n  th e  M aking o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  w orking 
C la s s ,"  i n  L a t in  A m erican P e r s p e c t iv e s . V o l. X, Mums. 2 -3  
(Summer and  S p r in g , 1983 ).
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o f  t h e  I d e a l ) ,  p r o l e t a r i a n i z e d  and  r a d i c a l i z e d  u rb a n  a r t i s a n s  

fo rm ed  a  C u e rp o  d e  O ra d o re s  d e l  T r a b a io  (W o rk e rs ' S p e a k e rs  

B u re a u ) , an d  w en t o u t  i n to  t h e  c o u n tr y s id e  t o  p r o s e l y t i z e  among 

u n o rg a n iz e d  r u r a l  lab o re rs .* *  D isc o u ra g e d  by i n i t i a l  r e s u l t s ,  and  

a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  d e f e a t s  in  a  s e r i e s  o f  s t r i k e  movements i n  1905 

a n d  1 9 0 6 , t h e  FLT c o n c e n t r a t e d  on  o r g a n iz in g  c ig a r m a k e r s ,  

c a r p e n t e r s ,  b a k e r s ,  sh o e m a k e rs , and  m asons i n  u rb a n  a r e a s . 9 

How ever, to w a rd s  t h e  end  o f  t h e  f i r s t  d ecad e  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y  and  

i n  th e  wake o f  p o o r  e l e c t o r a l  show ings i n  1906 and  1908, t h e  FLT 

o n c e  a g a i n  r e d o u b le d  i t s  e f f o r t  t o  o r g a n iz e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

w o rk e rs .

T h is  new e f f o r t  p a id  o f f  a s  th o u sa n d s  o f  w o rk e rs  o rg a n iz e d  

i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n s  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  FLT, t h u s  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  PS in  1915 a s  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  arm  o f  t h e  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs ' movement. The c o n c e r te d  

e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  many d e d ic a te d  and  c la s s - c o n s c io u s  u rb a n  w o rk e rs  

who w e n t i n t o  r u r a l  a r e a s  t o  h e lp  e s t a b l i s h  l a b o r  u n io n s  

r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  o r g a n iz in g  cam p aig n . By 1916, t h e  FLT 

had o rg a n iz e d  29 a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs ' u n io n s .

I n  s u g a rc a n e  f i e l d s  and  s m a ll  to w n s , FLT s p e a k e rs  p r e s e n te d  

t h e  r u r a l  p o p u la t i o n  w ith  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,

®Juan C a r r e r a s ,  S a n tia g o  i q l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  su  v id a .  su  o b r a .  su
nn+n  (S an  Ju a n t E d i t o r i a l  C lub  d e  l a  P re n s a ,  1 9 6 7 ) , p .

117.

9G e rv a s io  L . G a rc ia  and  Angel Q u in te ro  Q u in te ro  R iv e ra ,  D e sa f lo  
v s o l i d a r i d a d .  b re v e  h i s t o r i a  d e l  m ovim iento  o b re ro  
p u e r to r r io u e f lo  (R io  P ie d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  HuracAn, 1 9 8 2 ), p .  46 .

10I b i d . , p .  5 9 .
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u rg e d  w o rk e rs  t o  o r g a n iz e  a s  a  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  an d  c a l l e d  f o r  a 

new econom ic o r d e r  b a se d  on th e  common o w n e rsh ip  o f  t h e  means o f  

p r o d u c t io n .  The w r i t i n g s  o f  e a r l y  FLT l e a d e r s ,  su c h  a s  L u is a  

C a p e t i l l o ,  A ngel M aria  D ieppa, Ju a n  S . M arcano, M anuel F ra n c is c o  

R o ja s ,  Ramdn Romero R osa and Ju a n  V i l a r  p r o v id e  a  good id e a  o f  

t h e  m essa g e  t h a t  t h e s e  o r g a n i z e r s  to o k  t o  t h e  r u r a l  w o rk in g  

c l a s s .  C o n s id e re d  t o g e t h e r ,  th e y  show b o th  t h e  sc o p e  and fo c u s  

o f  t h e  e a r l y  w o rk e rs ' movement i n  P u e r to  R ico  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900s 

w h ile  m a in ta in in g  t h e i r  i n d iv id u a l  p e r s p e c t iv e s .  T h e ir  i n t e r e s t s  

w ere  c e r t a i n l y  b ro a d  b a s e d , to u c h in g  on i s s u e s  su c h  a s  wom en's 

r i g h t s ,  e d u c a t io n a l  re fo rm , m i l i t a r y  in v o lv e m e n t and  r e l i g i o n .  

Y et a t  t h e  same t im e ,  t h i s  e c l e c t i c  ap p ro ach  d i d  n o t  p re c lu d e  an  

o v e r a r c h in g  a g re e m e n t t h a t  c h a n g e  h ad  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and  t h a t  t h e  w o rk e rs  th e m s e lv e s  w ould b e  

in s t r u m e n ta l  i n  b r in g in g  t h i s  change  a b o u t.

L u isa  C a p e t i l l o

L u is a  C a p e t i l l o ,  an  o u ts ta n d in g  la b o r  o r g a n iz e r  d u r in g  th e  

e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  m ovem ent i n  P u e r t o  R ic o , w as a  

p ro m in e n t f e m i n i s t  and  a n a r c h i s t  l e a d e r .  B e g in n in g  i n  1909, sh e  

p la y e d  an  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  C ru zad a  d e l  I d e a l . ** B orn  on  t h e  

i s l a n d ,  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  A re c ib o , t o  F rench  and  S p a n ish  p a r e n ts  on

H "R e c u e rd o  a  l a  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e ,  im p re s io n e s  d e  v i a j e ,  1 9 0 9 ,” 
i n  L u is a  C a p e t i l l o ,  Mi o o in id n  s o b re  l a s  l i b e r t a d e s .  d e re c h o s  v  
d e b e re s  de  l a  m u ie r . como com paliera . m adre v  s e r  in d e o e n d ie n te . 
La m u ie r  e n  e l  h o c a r .  *n \»  i -i» .  en  e l  a o b ie r n o  (San Ju a n :
B i b l i o t e c a  R o ja , 1 9 1 1 ), p p . 1 6 7 -8 4 , r e l a t e s  some o f  h e r  
e x p e r ie n c e s  d u r in g  t h a t  cam paign .
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O c to b e r  2 8 , 1876 , L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  was a  l e a d in g  member o f  t h e  

FLT d u r in g  i t s  f i r s t  two d e c a d e s . 12

B etw een  1904 and  1906, s h e  w orked  a s  a  j o u r n a l i s t  f o r  t h e  

l a b o r  p r e s s ,  a  n e e d le  w o rk e r, and  a  r e a d e r  i n  a  to b a c c o  f a c t o r y .  

I n  1907 , s h e  p u b l i s h e d  E nsavos l i b e r t a r i o s . t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  

f o u r  books sh e  w ro te .  13 D uring  t h e  y e a r s  be tw een  1912 and  1913, 

sh e  r e s i d e d  i n  New Y ork, Ybor C i ty ,  and  Tampa, F lo r id a  w here  sh e  

a g a in  c o l l a b o r a t e d  in  th e  l a b o r  p r e s s  and  i n  t h e  l a b o r  movement 

among to b a c c o  w o rk e rs .

I n  1914 and  1915 sh e  l i v e d  i n  H avana, Cuba from  w here  t h e  

g o v e rn m e n t d e p o r t e d  h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  

a n a r c h o s y n d i c a l i s t  m ovem ent. W h ile  i n  C u b a , s h e  w as a l s o  

a r r e s t e d  f o r  w e a r in g  p a n ts  i n  p u b l i c . 14 upon  h e r  r e t u r n  t o  

P u e r t o  R i c o ,  s h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  n u m ero u s  s t r i k e s  by  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs ;  i n  P a t i l l a s  i n  1917 , i n  C e ib a  i n  1918, 

w here sh e  w as a r r e s t e d  f o r  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t and  c h a rg e d  w ith  

i n c i t i n g  a  r i o t ,  and  i n  V ieques i n  1919.

She a g a i n  r e s i d e d  i n  New Y ork C i ty  from  1919 t o  1920 . 

W hile  i n  New Y ork sh e  o p e r a te d  a  v e g e t a r i a n  r e s t a u r a n t  and  a

12 The b io g r a p h ic a l  in fo c m a tio n  t h a t  fo llo w s  i s  draw n from  th e  
book by  Norma V a l le  F e r r e ,  L u is a  C a p e t i l l o .  h i s  t o r  i a  de  una 
m u ie r p r o s c r i t a  (R io  P ie d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  C u l t u r a l ,  1 9 9 0 ).

13The o t h e r  books sh e  p u b l is h e d  w e re : La hum anidad en  e l  f u t u r o , 
1910; Mi o p in id n  s o b re  l a s  l i b e r t a d e s ,  d e re c h o s  v  d e b e re s  de  l a  
m u ie r  como com paftera - m*dre v  s e r  in d e p e n d ie n te . 1911; an d  
I n f l u e n c i a s  d e  l a s  id e a s  m odernas. 1916. J u l i o  Ramos, e d .  . Amor 
v  a n a r a u i a . l o s  e s c r i t o s  d e  L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  (R io  P ie d r a s :  
Kurac&n, 1992) c o n ta in s  s e l e c t i o n s  from  h e r  f o u r  b o o k s .

1 4 ju l io  Ramos, e d . ,  Amor v  a n a r a u ia . p .  6 6 .
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g u e s t  house t h a t  became a c e n t e r  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s io n  among 

w o rk e rs . She a l s o  once  a g a in  w orked  a s  a  r e a d e r  i n  a  to b a c c o  

f a c t o r y  and c o l l a b o r a t e d  in  t h e  l a b o r  p r e s s .  She d ie d  i n  R io  

P ie d r a s ,  P u e r to  R ico  on A p r i l  10 , 1922.

L u isa  C a p e t i l l o  i s  p ro b a b ly  rem em bered f i r s t  and  fo re m o s t 

a s  a  f e m in is t .  She b e l ie v e d  f e r v e n t ly  i n  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  women 

and  men in  b e d , i n  th e  home, a t  w ork , and i n  t h e  p u b l ic  s p h e re .  

She op p o sed  t h e  d o u b le  s t a n d a r d  t h a t  a l lo w e d  men l i b e r t i e s  

d e n ie d  t o  women. F o r exam ple, sh e  a rg u ed  t h a t  i t  was w rong t h a t  

men, h a v in g  e x p e r ie n c e d  lo v e  a f f a i r s  w i th  many women, s h o u ld  

i n s i s t  on m a rry in g  a  v i r g i n .  "The man who demands a  young v i r g i n  

sh o u ld  be i n  t h e  same c o n d i t io n  h i m s e l f . " 16

She was o p p o sed  t o  th e  id e a  t h a t  men s h o u ld  be a llo w e d  th e  

freedom  t o  go  o u t  f o r  a  d a y ' 8 o r  e v e n in g ' s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  on 

t h e i r  own w h i l e  t h e i r  w iv e s  w e re  o b l ig e d  t o  s t a y  a t  home. 

" I n d i v i d u a l s  o f  b o th  s e x e s  h a v e  f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  e r r o r  o f  

b e l ie v in g  t h a t  o n ly  men have th e  r i g h t  t o  u s e  t h e i r  freed o m  as 

th e y  p l e a s e . " 16 She d e n ie d  t h a t  women h a d  l e s s  s e x u a l  d r iv e  

th a n  men and a rg u e d  t h a t  i n  m a t te r s  o f  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  women 

w ere  th e  same a s  men and had i d e n t i c a l  d e s i r e s  an d  n e e d s .

L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  a d v o c a te d  t h e  id e a  o f  f r e e  l o v e .  " I  say  

t h a t  lo v e  s h o u ld  be  a b s o lu te ly  f r e e ,  f o r  t h e  woman a s  w e l l  as  

f o r  th e  man, a n d  ad d  t h a t  lo v e  c a n n o t r e a l l y  e x i s t  e x c e p t  u n d e r  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  f re e d o m . W ith o u t  c o m p le te  f r e e d o m , l o v e  i s

16Mi o p in id n . p .  153 . A ll  t h e  q u o te s  t h a t  f o l lo w  w ere  t r a n s l a t e d  
from  th e  S p a n ish  by  th e  a u th o r .

16I b i d . , p .  70 .
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p r o s t i t u t e d . " She b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  a  man an d  a  woman w e re  

a t t r a c t e d  t o  e a c h  o th e r  and  lo v e d  o n e  a n o th e r ,  t h e y  sh o u ld  b e  

f r e e  t o  fo rm  a  u n io n  and c r e a t e  a  f a m ily  w i th o u t  t h e  fo rm a l  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  church  o r  t h e  s t a t e .  S im i la r ly ,  i f  a  man o r  

a  woman i n  su c h  a  u n io n  f e l l  o u t  o f  lo v e  w ith  t h e  o t h e r ,  he  o r  

sh e  sh o u ld  b e  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  t o  go t h e i r  own s e p a r a t e  way. She 

d e n ie d  t h a t  su c h  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was im m oral. What s h e  c o n s id e re d  

im m oral a n d  h y p o c r i t i c a l  was t h a t  som eone s h o u ld  s t a y  i n  a  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  th e  sake o f  s o c i a l  c o n v e n tio n  o r  c o n v e n ie n c e .

She a l s o  a d v o c a te d  women' s  r i g h t  t o  v o te  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  

f u l l y  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  s o c i e t y .  She b e l i e v e d  t h a t  women 

had  t h e  sam e r i g h t s  and a b i l i t y  t o  en g ag e  i n  many jo b s  and  

p r o f e s s io n s  from  w hich th e y  w ere  e x c lu d e d  and t o  w e a r  th e  same 

c l o t h e s  a s  m en. "Women, th ro u g h  f o r c e  o f  w i l l  a n d  e n e rg y  a r e  

p e r f e c t l y  c a p a b le  o f  e n g ag in g  i n  c e r t a i n  jo b s  t h a t  up t o  now 

th e y  have  b e e n  ex c lu d ed  f ro m ." 18

I n  w h a t becam e one o f  t h e  m o st fa m o u s i n c i d e n t s  i n  h e r  

l i f e ,  L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  was a r r e s t e d  i n  1915 i n  H avana f o r  

c r e a t i n g  a  p u b l ic  sc a n d a l by w e a rin g  a  m an 's  s u i t .  She was n o t  a  

l e s b i a n  o r  a  c r o s s  d r e s s e r  a s  s u c h ;  i n  f a c t ,  s h e  a b h o r r e d  

hom osexual and  a u to e r o t i c  lo v e .  She s im p ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m en 's  

c lo t h i n g  w ere  m ore c o m fo r ta b le  th a n  wom en's and  s h e  a rg u e d  t h a t  

women h ad  t h e  same r i g h t s  a s  any  man t o  w ear p a n ts  and  a  j a c k e t  

i f  t h e y  w a n te d  t o .  C a p e t i l l o  h ad  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ;  M anuela , who

17I b i d . ,  p .  4 7 .

18I b i d . , p .  6 0 .
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was b o m  i n  1897 , G re g o r io ,  b o m  i n  1899, a n d  L u is ,  1911 . " I t  

seem s t o  me t h a t  I  w ould n o t  be a  c o m p le te  woman i f  I  w ere  n o t  a  

m o th e r ." 19 S h e  w r o te  e x t e n s i v e l y  a b o u t  t h e  d u t i e s  an d  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  woman a s  a  w i f e ,  a  m o th e r and  a  com panion.

L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  was o u tra g e d  by  c o n sp ic u o u s  co nsum ption  and 

th e  o s t e n t a t i o u s  d i s p l a y  o f  w e a l th .  She c o n s id e r e d  i t  im m oral 

f o r  anyone t o  buy and w ear e x p e n s iv e  je w e lry  when so  many p e o p le  

w ere  g o in g  h u n g ry  and  b a r e f o o t  i n  t h e  w o r ld . "We who a t te m p t  t o  

t r a n s f o r m  s o c i e t y  s h o u ld  n o t  p r e s e n t  t h e  b a d  e x a m p le  o f  

s u p e r f lu o u s  e x p e n se  when o u r  b r o t h e r s  l a c k  t h e  m ost e s s e n t i a l  

n e c e s s i t i e s . "20 sh e  was opposed  t o  f r i v o lo u s  c o n c e rn  w i th  good 

lo o k s  and  o u tw a rd  a p p e a ra n c e . T ru e  b e a u ty ,  sh e  b e l i e v e d ,  came 

from  w i th in  and  was b a s e d  on h e a l th y  l i v i n g ,  a  p ro p e r  d i e t ,  and 

r e g u l a r  e x e r c i s e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e in g  a  f e m in i s t ,  L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  was a l s o  a  

s p i r i t u a l i s t .  S he  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  a n d  t h e  

t r a n s m ig r a t io n  o f  t h e  s o u l .  She a rg u e d  t h a t  o n e 's  s i t u a t i o n  in  

t h i s  l i f e  w as i n f lu e n c e d  by a c t i o n s  i n  a  fo rm e r  e x i s t e n c e .  

H ow ever, s h e  d e n ie d  t h a t  p r a y e r  o r  a p p e a l s  t o  s u p e r n a t u r a l  

f o r c e s  c o u ld  a f f e c t  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .  "The i g n o r a n t  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n  r e s t s  i n  p r a y e r  ev en  th o u g h  t h e i r  l i f e  i s  

a n  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  i n j u s t i c e s  an d  s e l f i s h n e s s . " 2 1 i n s t e a d ,  sh e  

u rg e d  e v e ry o n e  t o  s t r i v e  t o  p e r f e c t  th e m se lv e s  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t

19I n f l u e n c i a s . p .  65 .

2 0 m is a  C a p e t i l l o ,  E nsavos L ib e r t a r i o s  (A re c ib o : T ip o g r a f ia  R ea l 
H erm anos, 1 9 0 7 ), p .  2 4 .

^ 1Mi o o in id n . p .  95 .
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e x i s t e n c e  an d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c o n d i t io n s  o f  

e x p l o i t a t i o n .  "He m ust form  g ro u p s and  s o c i e t i e s  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  

o f  e m a n c ip a t io n . To a c c e p t  a l l  t h a t  e x i s t s  w i th o u t  p ro p o s in g  new 

means to w a rd  l i b e r t y  i s  c o w a rd ic e . R a d ic a l  s o c ia l i s m  p ro v id e s  a  

ro a d  to w a rd s  e m a n c ip a tio n . "22

W h ile  p r o f e s s i n g  a  b e l i e f  i n  God an d  i n  t h e  t e a c h in g s  o f  

J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  sh e  d e n ie d  d iv in e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  human a f f a i r s .  

She w as e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h o s e  who c la im e d  t o  be 

C h r i s t i a n ,  an d  o b se rv e d  th e  r i t u a l s  o f  t h e  C a th o l ic  C hurch , y e t  

had  no qualm s a b o u t e x p lo i t in g  t h e i r  f e l lo w  human b e in g s .

She p ro c la im e d  h e r s e l f  a  s o c i a l i s t  an d  an  a n a r c h i s t .  She 

a s p i r e d  t o  a  new s o c i e t y  w h e re  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  w o u ld  b e  

a b o l i s h e d ,  w here  a l l  th e  means o f  p r o d u c t io n  w ould be owned in  

common, a n d  w h e re  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  no  n e e d  f o r  g o v e rn m e n t 

a u t h o r i t y  o r  o r g a n iz e d  r e l i g i o n .  As a n  a n a r c h i s t ,  L u is a  

C a p e t i l l o  r e f u s e d  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c a p i t a l  and  p r i v a t e  

p r o p e r ty .  I n  h e r  v iew , c a p i t a l  was th e  p ro d u c t  o f  u n p a id  labor 

and  a  s u b t l e  fo rm  o f  l e g a l i z e d  ro b b e ry . "The a n a r c h i s t s  c a n  n o t  

r e s p e c t  p r i v a t e  p ro p e r ty  b e c a u se  th e y  know i t  t o  be  t h e  r e s u l t  

o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n . " 23

L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m odern s o c i e t y  was d iv id e d  

i n t o  tw o a n t a g o n i s t i c  c l a s s e s :  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s ,  w h ich  d id  

n o t  w ork  o r  p ro d u c e  a n y th in g  o f  v a lu e  y e t  h ad  c o n t r o l  and  

o w n e rsh ip  o f  m o st o f  s o c i e t y 's  w e a l th  an d  m a t e r i a l  g o o d s , and

22I b i d . , p p . 1 0 1 -0 2 .

23Mi o p in id n . p .  9 4 .
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t h e  w ork ing  c l a s s ,  w hich  w orked and  p ro d u ce d  e v e r y th in g ,  y e t  was 

s u b j e c t e d  t o  a  l i f e  o f  m is e ry  an d  p o v e r ty .  She la m e n te d  t h a t  

a f t e r  a  l i f e t i m e  o f  l a b o r ,  m ost w o rk e rs  e n d ed  up a s  b e g g a rs  o r  

w ere  h o s p i t a l i z e d ,  i f  th e y  w ere  f o r t u n a t e  enough  t o  l i v e  n e a r  a  

h o s p i t a l .

She a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  

c l a s s  was i t s  own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  "The e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  la b o r  

m ust be  a c h ie v e d  by  th e  w o rk e rs  th e m s e lv e s ." 24 She e x h o r te d  

w o rk e rs  t o  o r g a n i z e  a s  a  c l a s s  f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  

c a p i t a l i s m  and  f o r  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  w o rk e r s ' c o o p e ra t iv e  

com m unity. What was n eeded , s h e  a rg u e d , was f o r  t h e  w o rk e rs  t o  

e d u c a te  t h e m s e lv e s ,  e s t a b l i s h  c o o p e r a t i v e  s o c i e t i e s ,  an d  

o rg a n iz e  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  G e n e ra l S t r i k e  t h a t  w ould  le a d  t o  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s o c ia l i s m  and  an  a n a r c h i s t  s o c i e t y .  "The 

b e s t  s y s te m  i s  f o r  t h e  p o o r  t o  o r g a n iz e  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  t h e  

G e n e ra l  S t r i k e  a s  a  d e fe n s e ,  n o t  a s  a  v e n g e a n c e  b u t  t o  demand 

an d  c la im  o u r  u s u rp e d  r i g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  communism i n  an  

a n a r c h i s t  s o c i e t y . " 25 A cco rd in g  t o  L u is a  C a p e t i l l o ,  p e o p le  o f  

p r o g r e s s i v e  id e a s  who w ish e d  t o  e m a n c ip a te  t h e  w o rk e rs  from  

eco n o m ic  s l a v e r y  h a d  t o  e d u c a t e  th em  t o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  an d  im prove t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  by  a b o l i s h i n g  wage 

l a b o r .  " E d u c a tio n  i s  th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  h a p p in e s s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  

and  th e  m o th e r o f  l i b e r t y . " 25

24I n f l u e n c i a s . p .  14 .

25E nsavos l i b e r t a r i o s . p . 26 .

25Mi o o in id n .  p .  27 .
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L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  c o u ld  o n ly  

e m a n c ip a te  i t s e l f  b y  t a k i n g  o v e r  c o n t r o l  o f  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  

governm ent pow er; o n ce  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  g o v ern m en t, th e  w o rk e rs  

w ere  n o t  t o  u s e  i t  b u t  d e s t r o y  i t .  C o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m eans o f  

p ro d u c t io n  was t o  b e  r e a l i z e d  by b u i ld in g  a  c o o p e r a t iv e  sy s te m  

an d , " in  t h i s  m anner when we have  ta k e n  o v e r  t h e  la n d  and  t h e  

in s t r u m e n ts  i n  g e n e r a l ,  governm ent w i l l  be  a b o l i s h e d ." 27

She r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  r e l i g i o n  i n  

m a in ta in in g  s o c i a l  c l a s s  d i v i s i o n s  and  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s i e .  L u i s a  C a p e t i l l o  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  u n d e r  

c a p i t a l i s m  t h e  s t a t e  u se d  v io le n c e  a s  a  means o f  m a in ta in in g  t h e  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  "The g o v e rn m e n t e x p e n d s  

fa b u lo u s  sums on  am m unition , gunpowder, sw o rd s , g u n s . . . t o  s h o o t  

w o rk e rs  i f  t h e y  co m p la in  and d e c la r e  th e m se lv e s  on  s t r i k e .  W ith  

w hat r i g h t ?  W ith  t h a t  o f  f o r c e  and ig n o r a n c e ." 28

H ow ever, sh e  d i d  n o t  c a l l  f o r  v io le n c e  a s  an  in s t ru m e n t  o f  

c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  c la im in g  t h a t :  "V io len ce  c a n  n o t  be th e  m o th e r  

o f  l i b e r t y . " 29 I n s t e a d ,  sh e  a d v o c a te d  e d u c a t io n .  She e s p o u s e d  

t h e  n o t i o n  o f  r a i s i n g  w o r k e r s 1 c o n s c io u s n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  

e x p l o i t a t i v e  n a tu r e  o f  c l a s s  s o c i e t y  and  t h e  n e e d  t o  a c h ie v e  

w o rk in g  c l a s s  u n i t y  and  o r g a n i z a t io n a l  s t r e n g t h .  " O rg a n iz a t io n  

i s  t h e  o n ly  d e f e n s iv e  means a g a in s t  t h e  p r e s e n t  sy s te m . I t  i s  

t h e  o n ly  m eans t o  com bat t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  t h a t  a r e  c o m m itte d

27I b i d .  p .  87 .

28I b i d . ,  p .  9 0 .

29I b i d . , p .  7 7 .
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a g a i n s t  a l l  who p r o d u c e .  I t  i s  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n ly  m eans t o  

e s t a b l i s h  a  G e n e ra l S t r i k e . " 30

L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  d e n ie d  t h a t  P u e r to  R ic o , f o r  th e  moment a t  

l e a s t ,  n e e d e d  s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t .  I n s t e a d ,  w h a t w o rk e rs  r e q u i r e d  

was a  l i v i n g  wage and e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .  She u rg e d  w o rk ers  

t o  j o i n  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  d e  l o s  T ra b a ia d o re s  d e  P u e r to  R ico  

i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  econom ic w e l l - b e in g  a n d  t o  become a 

p a r t  o f  t h e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a  so  a s  t o  p ro m o te  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

i n t e r e s t s .  "V ote u n d e r  t h e  t o r c h  [ th e  e l e c t o r a l  sym bol o f  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  P a r ty ]  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s o c i a l i s m ,  w h ich  i s  

a g a in s t  m o n o p o lies  and p r i v i l e g e s . 1131

L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  was an  o u t s t a n d in g  l a b o r  o r g a n i z e r  and  a  

l e a d in g  f e m i n i s t ,  a n a r c h i s t ,  an d  s o c i a l i s t  who h e lp e d  r a i s e  

w o r k e r s ' c o n s c io u s n e s s  t o  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n  

c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  and  u rg e d  w o rk e rs  t o  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

t h e i r  own e m a n c ip a t io n . C a p e t i l l o  u n d e rs c o re d  t h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  

o r g a n iz in g  an d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  l a b o r  u n io n s .  She o p p o sed  th e  

u s e  o f  v i o le n c e  a s  a  m eans o f  s t r u g g l e ,  b u t  u rg e d  w o rk e rs  t o  

e n g a g e  i n  t h e  G e n e ra l  S t r i k e  a s  a  w ay t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  

governm ent and  e s t a b l i s h  a  w o rk e rs ' c o o p e r a t iv e  commonwealth.

The u l t i m a t e  g o a l  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c o o p e r a t iv e  

sy s te m  b a s e d  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a l t r u i s m  a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  

b ro th e rh o o d  o f  man. In  su c h  a  s o c i e t y ,  e v e ry o n e  w ould b e  f r e e  

t o  e n g a g e  i n  w h a te v e r  k in d  o f  w ork  t h e y  p r e f e r r e d  an d  t h e r e

30E naavos l i b e r t a r i o a . p .  23 .

31I b i d ,  p .  3 4 .
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w ould  b e  no need  f o r  money. E veryone w ould s im p ly  exchange w hat 

t h e y  p ro d u c e d  f o r  w h a t t h e y  n e e d e d .  L u is a  C a p e t i l l o  w as 

m o tiv a te d  by th e  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  an  end  t o  human e x p l o i t a t i o n  and  

s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e .  She had  an  o v e r r i d i n g  f a i t h  t h i s  w ould  be  

a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  t h e  m arch o f  p r o g r e s s .  " I t  i s  t h e  c e n tu r y ,  

p r o g r e s s  w h ich  p r o p e l s  u s . "32 s h e  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  th e  w o r k e r s ' 

s t r u g g l e  w ould  tr iu m p h  b e c a u se  t h e i r s  was a  j u s t  c a u s e .  "The 

w o rk e rs  by th e m se lv e s  w i l l  o b ta in  tr iu m p h  i n  t h e  n o t  to o  d i s t a n t  

f u t u r e  b e c a u se  t h e i r  c a u se  i s  j u s t .  "33

Angel M aria  D ieppa

A ngel M aria  D ie p p a 's  p a m p h le t E l  p o r v e n i r  d e  l a  s o c ie d a d  

humana a l s o  e x e m p l i f i e s  th e  i n f lu e n c e  t h a t  a n a r c h i s t  id e a s  had  

on  t h e  i s l a n d .  D ie p p a , a n o th e r  p ro m in e n t i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e a d e r  o f  

th e  t im e , began  t h i s  pam ph le t by a l lu d in g  to  th e  1869 m ee tin g  o f  

t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W orkingm en’ s A s s o c ia t io n  and  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

s t r u g g l e  t h a t  to o k  p la c e  betw een  Marx and  B ak u n in . He su p p o rte d  

B a k u n in ' s  a n a r c h i s t  i d e a l s  an d  made f a v o r a b le  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n a r c h i s t  l e a d e r s  M a la te s ta  and  K ro p o tk in . D ieppa 

c la im e d  t h a t  " a n a rc h is m  i s  t o  l i v e  w i th o u t  g o v ern m en t i n  t h e  

m o st p e r f e c t  o r d e r  and  h a rm o n y ."34 He a d v o c a te d  a  s o c i e t y  o f  

f r e e  men w i th o u t  go v ern m en t, ty r a n n y ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,

3 2 i b i d . , p .  2 9 .

3 3 i b i d . ,  p p . 1 7 -1 8 .

34A ngel M aria  D ie p p a , E l p o r v e n i r  d e  l a  s o c ie d a d  humana (San 
J u a n :  T ip o g r a f ia  "E l E co ,"  1 9 1 5 ), p .  5 .
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e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  o r  m is e ry .  "We w a n t ,"  he  w r o te ,  " a  s o c i e t y  b a se d  

on  lo v e ,  harm ony, f r a t e r n i t y ,  j u s t i c e ,  and  e q u a l i t y . " 35

D iep p a  a rg u e d  t h a t  s o c i a l  r e v o lu t io n  and  t h e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  

o f  a n  a n a r c h i s t  s o c i e t y  c o u ld  n o t  b e  a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  l e g a l  

m eans an d  o p p o se d  t h e  c o o p e r a t iv e  movement an d  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  

s o c i a l i s m  a s  doomed t o  f a i l u r e .  He c o n s id e r e d  t h e  c o o p e r a t iv e  

w o rk e rs ' v e n tu r e s  a d v o c a te d  by S a in t  Simon and  H e r b e r t  Spencer 

a s  i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  l a b o r 's  s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  c a p i t a l i s m .  He a rg u e d  

t h a t  c a p i t a l  was f a r  to o  p o w e rfu l e c o n o m ic a l ly  t o  be  d e f e a te d  

from  w i t h i n  by  su c h  m eans a n d  to o  v i o l e n t  i n  n a t u r e  t o  b e  

o v e r th ro w n  by  su c h  p a c i f i c  m ethods a s  d e m o c r a t ic  s o c i a l i s t  

e l e c t o r a l  cam p aig n s . A cco rd in g  t o  D ieppa, b o th  c o o p e ra t iv is m  and 

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s o c i a l i s m  o n ly  s e r v e d  t o  u n d e rm in e  t h e  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  l a b o r  movement. C a p ita l is m , he c la im e d , c o u ld  o n ly  

b e  d e s t r o y e d  by  v i o l e n c e  and  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  a s  p ro m o ted  by 

r e v o l u t io n a r y  s y n d ic a l i s m .  D iep p a  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  " w i th in  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  l e g a l i s m  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n  a re  

o p p o s i t e s ,"  and  t h a t  t r y i n g  t o  m ix th e  two w ould  b e  l i k e  t r y i n g  

t o  m ix w a te r  and  o i l . 36

D iep p a  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  r e l i g i o n  and  t h e  s t a t e  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t y  a s  a l l i e s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o is ie  i n  i t s  e f f o r t  t o  o p p re s s  

and  e x p l o i t  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  He u rg e d  w o rk e rs  t o  o p p o se  b o th .  

A c c o rd in g  t o  D ie p p a , p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e f t  

g u a r a n te e d  b y  law s an d  t h e  pow er o f  t h e  s t a t e .  D ie p p a  a l s o

35I b i d . , p .  3 9 .

36I b i d . , p .  15.
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c a l l e d  f o r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  m i l i t a r i s m ,  w h ic h  h e  c la im e d  

r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  a t t e m p t  by  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  t o  arm  w o rk e rs  i n  

o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  c a p i t a l i s t  econom ic i n t e r e s t s .  S i m i l a r ly ,  he 

u rg e d  w o rk e rs  t o  r e s i s t  n a t i o n a l i s t  a p p e a l s  t o  p a t r i o t i s m .  

"A rm ies m ach in e  gun e a c h  o t h e r  o v e r  a  r a g  c a l l e d  a  f l a g ,  th e y  

q u a r t e r  and  a s s a s s i n a t e  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  pow er 

o f  t h e  m oneyed c l a s s . ”37 D iep p a  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a 

s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t .  Such a  c o n t r a c t ,  h e  c la im e d ,  o n ly  condem ned 

w o rk e rs  t o  a  l i f e  o f  h u n g e r , p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  c r im e , and  d e a th .  

A cco rd in g  t o  t h i s  a u th o r  " th e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  e c o n o m ic a lly  and 

s o c i a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  i s  n o t h in g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r i g h t  th e  

c a p i t a l i s t ,  t h e  b o u rg e o is ,  h as  t o  s t a r v e  w o rk e rs  t o  d e a t h . ”38

D ie p p a  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  p e o p le  w e re  n o t  i n h e r e n t l y  b a d . 

I n s t e a d ,  he c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  e n v iro n m e n t, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  e v i l  i n f lu e n c e  o f  money, c o r r u p te d  hum ankind , s t a t i n g  t h a t :  

" E x p e r ie n c e  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  s o c i e t y  makes t h e  man and  n o t  man 

s o c i e t y . " 39 D ie p p a  a rg u e d  t h a t  o n c e  w o rk e r s  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  

c a p i t a l i s t  s y s te m , t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  p e o p le  by  p e o p le  w ould  

come t o  an  e n d  an d  t h a t  a n a rc h ism  w ould  th e n  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  b a s i s  

f o r  a  f r e e  s o c i e t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  e q u a l i t y  and  m u tu a l  

s o l i d a r i t y .

In  r e g a r d  t o  women, he  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th e y  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  

d o u b le  form  o f  s l a v e r y .  Women s u f f e r e d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  w orkshops 

a n d  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  th e n  i n  t h e i r  homes w h e re  t h e i r  h u sb a n d s

37I b i d . ,  p .  33 .

38I b i d . ,  p .  2 7 .

39I b i d . , p .  4 4 .
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t r e a t e d  them  a s  s l a v e s .  In  t h e  f u t u r e ,  he  p ro p o s e d , women w ould 

t o i l  a t  jo b s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e i r  s e x  and  w ou ld  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  

t o  w ork  d u r i n g  p r e g a n a c y ,  w h i l e  n u r s i n g ,  o r  b e f o r e  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  re a c h e d  s i x  y e a r s  o f  a g e .

Ju an  S . M arcano

Few e a r l y  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  a d v o c a te d  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  P u e r to  

R ic o . Ju a n  S . M arcano d id .  M arcano, a  shoem aker from  C aguas, was 

a  member o f  t h e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a .*Q I n  t h e  o n ly  p a m p h le t he i s  

known t o  h av e  w r i t t e n ,  Ju a n  M arcano a f f i r m e d  t h a t  p e o p le  on t h e  

e a r t h  h ad  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n  and  t o  d e v e lo p  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  cu stom s and  a s p i r a t i o n s ;  t o  deny 

t h i s  was t o  deny l i b e r t y  i t s e l f . 41 He a rg u e d  t h a t  t o  deny P u e r to  

R ic o  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e l y  d e te r m in e  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  i t s  own 

i n t e r e s t s  was a  c rim e  a g a i n s t  t h e  i s l a n d .  A c c o rd in g  t o  M arcano, 

t o  o p p o se  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  P u e r to  R ic o  w as t o  f a v o r  t h e  

a b s o r p t io n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d 's  r i c h e s  and a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  i t s  p e o p le  

by f o r e ig n  and  n a t iv e  c o r p o r a t io n s .42

He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s o c i a l i s m  and  t h e  " d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t "  c o u ld  o n ly  b e  a c h ie v e d  w i th in  t h e  fram ew ork  o f  a  

d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c . 42 A b o u rg e o is  d e m o c ra tic  r e p u b l i c  c o u ld  n o t

4QW o rk e rs ' S t r u g g le , p . 70 .

41Ju a n  S . M arcano, P& ainas r o i a s , (Humacao: T ip o g r a f ia  
C o n c ie n c ia  P o p u la r ,  1 9 1 9 ), p .  41 .

42I b i d . , p .  4 2 .

43I b i d . ,  p .  4 3 .
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s a t i s f y  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s ,  b u t  i t  p e r m i t t e d  

t h e  n e c e s s a r y  freedom  o f  th o u g h t  and  e x p re s s io n  t o  a llo w  w o rk e rs  

t o  o r g a n iz e  f o r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a  " S o c ia l  R e p u b l ic ." 44

W hile  h e  was i n  th e  m in o r i ty  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  P u e r to  

R ic o 's  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  was c o n c e rn e d , Ju a n  M a rca n o 's  th in k in g  

i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y  an d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  

so c ia l is m , h a rm o n ized  w ith  t h e  id e a s  o f  th e  i s l a n d 1 s o t h e r  la b o r  

l e a d e r s .  He began  h i s  p a m p h le t, P& qinas r o i a s . by  a f f i r m in g  th e  

c l a s s  n a tu r e  o f  s o c ie ty  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s o c i a l  p rob lem s and th e  

a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o is ie  a s  th e  s o l u t i o n .  "We do  n o t  n eed  

th e  b o u rg e o s ie  f o r  a n y th in g , i f  i t  d is a p p e a re d  th e  w ork ing  c l a s s  

w ould n o t  c e a s e  t o  e x i s t . " 45

He p ro p o s e d  t h a t  w o rk e rs  be  th e  s o l e  ow ners o f  t h e  la n d ,  

th e  m ain f a c t o r  i n  th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  w e a l th ,  and  t h a t  th e y  have  

e x c lu s iv e  u s e  o f  t h e  in s t r u m e n ts  o f  p r o d u c t io n .  A c c o rd in g  to  

M arcano, co n te m p o ra ry  s o c i e t y ,  w hich  was b a se d  on th e  p r i n c i p l e s  

o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  u s u r y ,  an d  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  w as i n c a p a b l e  o f  

p ro v id in g  f o r  t h e  w e l l-b e in g  o r  t r u e  l i b e r t y  o f  th e  p e o p le .  He 

c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  new r e g im e , b a s e d  on t h e  

c o l l e c t i v e  o w n e rsh ip  o f  l a n d ,  an d  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  o w n e rsh ip  o f  

t h e  m eans o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  a s  w e l l .  

S o c i a l i s m ,  h e  a rg u e d ,  w o u ld  r e s u l t  i n  g r e a t e r  i n d i v i d u a l  

s e c u r i t y  w i th in  s o c ie ty .

44I b i d . ,  p .  44 .

45I b i d . , p .  7 .
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M a rc a n o 's  p ro p o s a l  f o r  t h e  w o rk e rs ' o w n e rsh ip  o f  t h e  means 

o f  p r o d u c t i o n  was c o u p le d  w i th  t h e  v ie w  t h a t  a l l  fo rm s o f  

g o v e rn m e n t w e re  o p p r e s s i v e .  "L and  a n d  a l l  i t s  p r o d u c t i v e  

m a c h in e r y  s h o u ld  b e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h o s e  who w o rk  i t .  

M o n a r c h i s t i c , r e p u b l i c a n ,  o r  w h a te v e r  ty p e  o f  g o v e rn m e n t a l l  

have one p u rp o s e :  t o  r u l e  and o p p r e s s . "46 He a l s o  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  

ig n o r a n c e ,  s e r v i t u d e ,  and  r e l i g i o u s  f a n a t i c i s m  r e t a r d e d  a l l  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  m ovem ents.

I n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t ,  Ju a n  S . M arcano d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

b e tw een  r e f o rm  and  r e v o l u t i o n .  He a rg u e d  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

t h a t  s im p ly  s t r u g g le d  f o r  m om entary im provem ents f o r  t h e  w ork ing  

c l a s s  w e re  o u t  o f  s t e p  w ith  t h e  c u r r e n t s  o f  th e  c e n tu r y .  "Those 

fo rm u la s  a n d  c o n s e r v a t iv e  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  o u r  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t  

o r g a n iz a t io n s  no lo n g e r  s a t i s f y ,  n o r  c an  th e y  re s p o n d  t o ,  m odem  

s t r u g g le s  an d  th e  c e n tu r y 's  l i b e r t a r i a n  s p i r i t . "47

To a c h ie v e  a  s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  Ju a n  S . M arcano b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  was t o  r a i s e  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  

w ork ing  c l a s s  a s  t o  th e  n a tu r e  and  e s s e n c e  o f  s o c i a l i s m .48 i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  e d u c a t io n ,  he  c a l l e d  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  made th e  

p o in t  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a ry  t o  o rg a n iz e  n o t  o n ly  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  

b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  in c lu d in g  s m a l l  fa rm e rs  and 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  who w ere  b e in g  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n .49

4 6 l b id . ,  p .  9 .

47i b i d . ,  p .  15 .

4 8 i b i d . , p .  2 0 .
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M o re o v e r, he  u rg e d  t h a t  w om en 's o p p r e s s io n  b e  re c o g n iz e d  

an d  c la im e d  t h a t  o n ly  u n d e r  s o c i a l i s m  w ou ld  t h e y  a c h ie v e  t r u e  

e q u a l i t y .  "Women i n  P u e r to  R ic o , i n  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r ld , have n o t  

y e t  o c c u p i e d  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p l a c e  a s  e q u a l  b e i n g s . 

S o c ia l is m  i s  t h e  i d e a l  t h a t  w i l l  t r u l y  g iv e  them  l i b e r t y ! " 50

J u a n  M arcano  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  t r iu m p h  o f  s o c i a l i s m  was 

i n e v i t a b l e ,  p o s t u l a t i n g  t h a t :  " P ro g re s s  i s  a  f o r c e  no one c an

d e t a i n . " 51 B u t, a t  t h e  same t im e ,  he  u rg e d  w o rk e rs  t o  t a k e  t h e  

i n i t i a t i v e ,  t o  o r g a n iz e ,  t o  form  s tu d y  g ro u p s , and  t o  s t r u g g l e  

t o  p ro m o te  t h e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a  s o c i a l i s t  r e g im e . "L e t u s  b e  

a c t i v e ,  n o t  p a s s i v e , "  he  im p lo re d :  " l e t  u s  e d u c a te  th e  p e o p le  

and  p r e p a r e  them  f o r  th e  s o c i e ty  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .  "52

Manuel F ra n c is c o  R o ias

A n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  l a b o r  l e a d e r  who h e lp e d  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  

e a r l y  v i s i o n  an d  g o a ls  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ' m ovem ent was M anuel 

F r a n c i s c o  R o ja s .  R o ja s ,  from  Vega B a ja ,  P u e r to  R ic o , was t h e  

P a r t i d o  S o c i a l i s t s ' s  S e c r e ta r y - G e n e r a l  from  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  

p a r t y 's  fo u n d in g  i n  1915 th ro u g h  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s . 55 I n  C u a tro  

s i c l o s  d e  i c n o r a n c i a  v s e r v id u m b re  en  P u e r to  R ic o . R o ja s

49I b i d . ,  p .  2 3 .

50I b i d . , p .  4 5 .

51I b i d . ,  p .  5 3 .

52I b i d . , p .  5 5 .

52A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e r a ,  W orkers ' S t r u g g le  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . A 
D ocum entary  H is to r y  (Mew Y ork: M onth ly  Review  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ), p .  
2 12 .
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p r e s e n te d  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s te m  an d  c a l l e d  f o r  

s o c i a l i s m .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he  d i s c u s s e d  h i s  o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  

in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  P u e r to  R ico  ( a  v ie w  h e  l a t e r  c h a n g e d ) ,  h i s  

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  d e m o c r a t ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

b ro u g h t  t o  t h e  i s l a n d ,  and  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  m ovem en t's  

a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r .5*

R o jas  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty  i n  th e  hands o f  a  few 

p r i v i l e g e d  o w n e rs  w as t h e  c a u s e  o f  w o r k e r s '  p o v e r t y .  

F u r th e rm o re , he  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e rsh ip  o f  la n d  and 

t h e  m eans o f  p r o d u c t i o n  w as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  r o b b e r y  by  

u n sc ru p u lo u s  men o f  l i t t l e  c o n s c ie n c e . He u rg e d  s a l a r i e d  w o rk e rs  

t o  u n i t e  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  l i b e r a t i n g  t h e  l a n d ,  t o o l s ,  and  

m ach in e ry  from  th o s e  who owned i t  i l l e g a l l y .  F a i lu r e  t o  do s o , 

h e  w a rn e d , w o u ld  l e a d  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o v e r t y ,  

s l a v e r y ,  and  s u f f e r i n g  t h a t  w ere  t h e  c a u se s  o f  s o c i a l  m a l a i s e .55

A cco rd in g  t o  R o ja s ,  t h e  o n ly  t h i n g  t h a t  was n eed ed  f o r  th e  

f i n a l  t r iu m p h  o f  a  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was f o r  t h e  w o rk e rs  t o  

u n i t e  a n d  a c t  i n  c o n c e r t .  "T he p o w e r o f  t h a t  c o n c e ite d  

a r i s t o c r a c y  c a n  b e  a n n u le d  a s  so o n  a s  t h e  m a sse s  u n i t e  and  

t o g e t h e r  u n d e r ta k e  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  w i l l  s e c u r e  t h e i r  u su rp ed  

r i g h t s  a n d  w h ic h  t h e y  w i l l i n g l y  a n d  s t u p i d l y  g iv e  t h e  

a r i s t o c r a t s . "56

54M anuel F r a n c is c o  R o ja s , C u a tro  s i o l o s  d e  i c n o r a n c ia  v  
aarv idum bge e n  P u e r to  R ic o . (San  J u a n :  Im p re n ta  La 
P r im a v e ra ,1 9 1 4 ).

55I b i d ,  p p . 6 5 -6 6 .

56I b i d . ,  p .  67 .
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He a l s o  a d v o c a te d  c o o p e r a t iv e s  a s  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  w o rk e rs ' 

p rob lem s and  a s  a  means to w a rd s  c r e a t i n g  a  new s o c i a l  o r d e r .  He 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c o o p e ra t iv e  w o rk sh o p s , f a c t o r i e s ,  an d  com m erc ia l 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w ou ld  g e n e r a te  c a p i t a l  an d  em ploym en t, su p p ly  

w o rk e rs  w i th  t h e i r  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  and  a t  t h e  same t im e  f a c i l i t a t e  

t h e i r  e d u c a t io n  and  p ropaganda  i n  f a v o r  o f  s o c i a l i s t  i d e a l s . 57

R o ja s  co m p la in ed  o f  w o rk in g  c l a s s  custom s and  b e l i e f s  t h a t  

h in d e re d  i t s  econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  p r o g r e s s .  He was e s p e c i a l l y  

c r i t i c a l  o f  d r in k in g  and  g a m b lin g . "The w o rk e r  a lw ay s  f i n d s  

h im s e l f  i n c l i n e d  to w a rd s  g o in g  t o  t h e  t a v e r n  w h e re  h e  g e t s  

d ru n k ;  a  g a m b lin g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w h e re  he l o s e s  t h e  o n ly  

r e s o u r c e s  h e  r e l i e s  on  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t  a n d  t h a t  o f  h i s  

f a m i ly .”55 He a l s o  e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  an d  econom ic  

p ro b lem s o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  w ere  n o t  d e c re e d  by  p ro v id e n c e ,  

b u t  w ere t h e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  p e rv e r s e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a jo r i ty  

o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  by  th e  few  s e l f i s h  i n d iv i d u a l s  who owned t h e  

means o f  p r o d u c t io n .55

M anuel F r a n c i s c o  R o ja s  co m p ared  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  S p a n is h  

d o m in a t io n  i n  P u e r t o  R ic o  t o  t h a t  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ' 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  a rg u e d  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  U .S . ,  t h e  i s l a n d  

e n jo y e d  much g r e a t e r  l i b e r t y .  He e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  t h o s e  who 

a d v o c a te d  in d e p e n d e n c e  d id  so  em p lo y in g  r i g h t s  g r a n te d  t o  them  

by th e  new c o l o n i a l  p o w e r.55 He p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  p r e v io u s ly ,

57I b i d . , p .  84

58I b i d . , p .  29 .

55I b i d . , p .  7 9 .

60I b i d . , p .  17.
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th e y  w ould  h a v e  b e en  a r r e s t e d  an d  p r o s e c u te d  f o r  g o in g  a g a i n s t  

governm ent a u t h o r i t y .

O p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  in d ep e n d en c e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  h ad  a  l o t  o f  

s u p p o r t  w i th in  t h e  e a r l y  l a b o r  movement. T h is  r e f l e c t e d  th e  f e a r  

t h a t  an in d e p e n d e n t  P u e r to  R ic o , u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  

h a c e n d a d o s , w o u ld  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

w o r k e r s .  " I t  i s  n o t  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  p u s h  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  

in d e p e n d e n c e  u n le s s  we have th e  a b s o lu te  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  we w i l l  

n o t  l a t e r  s u f f e r  p a in f u l  and  g ra v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ."61

M anuel F r a n c is c o  R o jas  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i t  was im p o r ta n t  f o r  

t h e  p e o p le  t o  p o s s e s s  s u f f i c i e n t  c i v i c ,  s o c i a l ,  an d  p o l i t i c a l  

e d u c a t io n  s o  a s  n o t  t o  succum b t o  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  r e a c t i o n a r y  

e le m e n ts  who w ish e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an  o p p r e s s i v e  a n d  d e s p o t i c  

re g im e . R o ja s  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  i n  1897, d u r in g  th e  s h o r t - l i v e d  

p e r io d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  autonom y from  S p a in , t h e  w o rk e r s ' movement 

had  been  s e v e r e ly  r e p r e s s e d .  He r e c a l l e d  how a  p e a c e f u l  assem b ly  

o f  t h r e e  th o u s a n d  w o rk e rs  i n  t h e  T e a tro  M u n ic ip a l i n  San Ju a n  

was b ro k en  u p  by  th e  p o l i c e  an d  how la b o r  l e a d e r s  w e re  a r r e s t e d  

s im p ly  f o r  m e e tin g  r e g u l a r l y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p ro b le m s w o rk e rs  

w ere  e x p e r i e n c in g .62 R o jas p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  habeas 

c o rp u s  d id  n o t  e x i s t  i n  P u e r to  R ico  u n t i l  t h e  U .S . o c c u p a tio n  

an d  how u n d e r  t h e  new re g im e  t h e  w o r k e r s ' s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  

c a p i t a l  h a d  m ade g r e a t  a d v a n c e s .  "Due t o  t h e  new m eth o d s

fil l b i d . ,  p .  6 .

62I b i d . , p .  4 5 .
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i n t r o d u c e d  s i n c e  t h e  U .S . i n v a s i o n ,  we h a v e  s e e n  how t h e  

s t r u g g le  b e tw een  c a p i t a l  and l a b o r  a d v a n c e s .”63

He a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  

w o rk e rs ' m o v em en t's  a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L a b o r . When l a b o r  l e a d e r s  w e re  a r r e s t e d  f o r  t h e i r  o r g a n iz in g  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  i t  was th e  AFL an d  U .S . g o v e rn m en t a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  

W ash ing ton , D .C . t h a t  im m ed ia te ly  came t o  t h e i r  a i d . 64

M anuel F r a n c is c o  R ojas p o in te d  t o  th e  ad v an ces t h e  w o rk e rs ’ 

m ovem ent w as m ak in g  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  u n d e r  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  an d  

p a r l i a m e n ta r y  s o c i a l i s t s ,  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s ,  c o o p e r a t i v i s t s , 

s y n d i c a l i s t s ,  and  a n a r c h i s t s .  He a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  

sy s te m  w as on  t h e  d e c l in e  a n d  t h a t  i t s  d a y s  w e re  n u m b ered . 

" U n q u e s tio n a b ly  t h e  w o rld  a d v a n c e s , t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sy s te m  h as 

underm ined  i t s  f o u n d a t io n ." 66

A c c o rd in g  t o  R o ja s ,  w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ico  a d o p te d  t h e  

i d e a l s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s t  w o rk e r s ' u n io n  movement 

b e c a u se  i t  was n e c e s s a ry  in  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  u n i v e r s a l  s o c i a l  

e q u a l i t y .  " I n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p a t r i o t s  who a s p i r e  t o  

p e r p e tu a t e  t h e  o p p r e s s iv e  sy s te m  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s e s ,  we 

a re  s t r u g g l i n g  w i th in  th e  h e a r t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s t  u n i ty  

t o  m a in t a in  t h e  t r e n d  to  red e em  h u m a n ity  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

k ingdom  o f  s o c i a l  and  human f r a t e r n i t y . ”66 L ik e  m any o t h e r

63I b i d . , p .  2 5 .

64I b i d . r p .  5 5 .

66I b i d . , p .  6 8 .
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w o rk e rs  a t  t h e  t im e , R o ja s  opposed  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  P u e r to  R ico  

b e c a u se  i t  was t h e  p o l i t i c a l  demand o f  m o st hacendados whom th e y  

r e c o g n iz e d  a s  t h e i r  c l a s s  a d v e r s a r i e s .  M ost c l a s s  c o n s c io u s  

w o rk e rs  b e l i e v e d  an  in d e p e n d e n t P u e r to  R ico  w ould b e  g o v e rn ed  by 

l a r g e  la n d o w n e rs  who w ould  th e n  h av e  a  f r e e  r e i g n  t o  f u r t h e r  

e x p l o i t  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  r u r a l  l a n d le s s  w o rk in g  c l a s s .

Ramdn Romero Rosa

A n o th e r  e a r l y  l a b o r  l e a d e r  was Ramdn Romero R o sa , a l s o  

known a s  R. d e l  R om eral. Rosa was b o m  i n  San Ju a n , P u e r to  R ico  

on A u g u st 3 0 , 1 8 6 3 .67 A f te r  v e ry  l i t t l e  fo rm a l e d u c a t io n  t h a t  

b a r e l y  t a u g h t  him  t o  r e a d  and  w r i t e ,  h e  b eg an  w o rk in g  a s  a  

t y p e s e t t e r  i n  1877 a t  b a r e l y  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  W h ile  

w o rk in g  a t  t h i s  t r a d e ,  he  a v a i l e d  h i m s e l f  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  

c o n t a c t  w i th  b o o k s , n e w sp a p ers  and  m a g a z in e s  t h a t  h i s  w ork  

in v o lv e d  t o  o b ta in  a  b ro a d e r  l e a r n in g  and  c l a s s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

I n  1897 , h e  was p a r t  o f  a  s m a ll  g ro u p  o f  a r t i s a n s  t h a t  m et 

i n  t h e  home o f  one o f  t h e i r  own, F ernando  Gdmez A c o s ta , and  to o k  

p a r t  i n  t h e  o r g a n iz in g  w ork t h a t  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  l e d  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  w o rk in g  c l a s s  n e w sp a p e r, E nsavo O b re ro . As a  

member o f  t h i s  s m a l l  g ro u p , he  h e lp e d  o r g a n iz e  E l  C e n tro  d e  

E s tu d io s  S o c i a l e s . a  w o rk e rs ' s tu d y  c i r c l e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  th e  

p u rp o s e  o f  d i s c u s s i n g  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e

6 ® Ib id ., p .  6 3 .

67The b io g r a p h ic a l  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  fo l lo w s  i s  d r a m  from  
A m llc a r  T ir a d o  A v i ld s ,  "Ramdn Romero R osa su  p a r t i c i p a c i d n  en  
l a s  lu c h a s  o b r e r a s  (1 8 9 7 -1 9 0 6 ),"  R e v is ta  C a r ib e . aito I I ,  nums. 
2 -3  (1 9 8 0 -8 1 ) , p p . 3 -2 5 .
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c a p i t a l i s t  s y s te m  and  th e  p r i v a t e  o w n e rsh ip  o f  t h e  m eans o f  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

s o c ia l i s m ,  t r a d e  u n io n ism , and th e  c o o p e r a t iv e  s y s te m .68 He was 

a l s o  in s t r u m e n ta l  i n  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  t h e  FRT i n  1898.

Betw een 1896 and  th e  t im e  o f  h i s  d e a th  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

t u b e r c u l o s i s  on  A p r i l  2 5 , 1907 , Romero R osa d i s t i n g u i s h e d

h im s e l f  a s  a  l e a d e r  o f  th e  em erg ing  P u e r to  R ica n  p r o l e t a r i a t . 

He was an o u ts ta n d in g  la b o r  o r g a n iz e r ,  j o u r n a l i s t ,  p ro p a g a n d is t ,  

and  w ork ing  c l a s s  p o l i t i c i a n ,  h a v in g  b e e n  e l e c t e d  i n  1904, and 

r e e l e c t e d  i n  1906 , a s  a  l a b o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  House o f 

D e le g a te s ,  t h e  lo w e r  cham ber o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  P u e r to  R ico . 

T here  he s e rv e d  on th e  P u b lic  Lands and  M ines Com m ission and  on 

t h e  W elfa re  Com m ission and a ls o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e  p r e s e n ta t i o n  

o f  o v e r  tw o d o z e n  b i l l s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  o f  th e  i s l a n d .  How ever, Romero R osa , 

who p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  pen  name R . d e l  R o m e ra l,  o b re ro  

t ip d g r a f o ,  i s  b e s t  remembered f o r  h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  w r i t i n g s . 69

W hat i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  a b o u t  Rom ero R osa w as n o t  t h e  

o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  h i s  th in k in g  on s o c i a l  an d  econom ic i s s u e s ,  b u t  

h i s  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  fu n d am e n ta l M a r x is t  c o n c e p ts  o f  c l a s s ,  

c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  and  th e  n a tu r e  o f  b o u rg e o is  g o v e rn m e n t. Among 

e a r l y  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  i n  P u e r to  R ic o ,  h e  d i d  t h e  m o s t t o

68Rubdn D& vila S a n t ia g o ,  "E l p en sam ien to  s o c i a l  o b re ro  a  
com ienzo d e l  s i g l o  XX en  P u e r to  R ic o ,"  p .  10 .

69Among h i s  m o st im p o r ta n t  w r i t in g s  a r e  La c u e s t id n  s o c i a l  v 
P u e r to  R ic o . 1904; M usaraiias. 1904; C a tec ism o  s o c i a l i s t a . 1905 
and  E n tre  brom a v  v e r a . 1906.
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d i s s e m in a t e  t h e s e  i d e a s  th r o u g h  h i s  n u m ero u s  an d  v a r i e d  

w r i t in g s .

The m a jo r  e le m e n t  o f  Ramdn Rom ero R o s a 's  s o c i a l  an d  

p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t  was th e  c o n c e p t o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  He saw t h i s  

s t r u g g l e  a s  o n e  i n  w h ich  h u m a n ity  h a d  b e e n  e n g a g e d  f o r  

c e n t u r i e s ,  an d  a s  one  t h a t  w ould n o t  end  u n t i l  t h e  econom ic and 

p o l i t i c a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  d i v id e d  p e o p le  w ere  e l i m in a t e d .  

A c c o rd in g  t o  Rom ero R o sa , s o c i e t y  w as d i v i d e d  i n t o  two 

a n t a g o n i s t i c  c l a s s e s .  These w ere  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  ( a  group  

o f  n o n -p ro d u c e r s ,  w h ich  was r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  i n  num bers b u t  

owned t h e  m eans o f  p r o d u c t io n ) ,  a n d  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  T h is  

c l a s s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  an d  was 

com posed o f  a l l  t h e  p r o d u c e r s ,  i n c lu d in g  m e c h a n ic a l  w o rk e rs ,  

m anual l a b o r e r s ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 70

He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  e x p lo i t e d  c l a s s ,  t h e  w o rk e rs ,  was on 

th e  w hole subm erged  i n  ig n o ra n c e  and  b a s e  p r e o c c u p a t io n s  t h a t  

k e p t  i t  i n d o l e n t ,  o p p re s se d  and e n s la v e d .  The c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s ,  

on th e  o t h e r  h an d , a v a i le d  i t s e l f  o f  i t s  e x c lu s iv e  o w n e rsh ip  o f  

th e  means o f  p r o d u c t io n  and i t s  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  pow ers o f  th e  

s t a t e  t o  d e fe n d  i t s  p r i v i l e g e s  an d  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  l a r g e r  

s h a re  o f  t h e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  w h ich  was l e f t  w ith  

o n ly  enough t o  re p ro d u c e  i t s e l f .

F o r Rom ero R o sa , th e  f a c t  t h a t  P u e r to  R ic o  was u n d e r  th e  

c o n t r o l  o f  a  r e p u b l i c  t h a t  was c o n s id e r e d  t h e  m ost l i b e r a l  and 

d e m o c ra tic  i n  th e  w o rld  d id  n o t  mean t h a t  l i b e r t y  e x i s t e d  on  th e

70R. d e l  R o o e ra l ,  La c u e s t i6 n  s o c i a l  v  P u e r to  R ico  (San  J u a n , 
1904), p .  1 4 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



90

i s l a n d .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  f o r  h im  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o te  a n d  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p o p u la r  e l e c t i o n s  o n ly  g a v e  t h e  im p re s s io n  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  "W ith in  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sy s te m , f o r  

t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  human e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  t h e  c o n c e p ts  o f  a  r e p u b l ic  

a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  th o s e  o f  an  e m p ire ,  m o n arch y , o r  C a esa rea n  

re g im e ." 7^ A c c o rd in g  t o  Romero R o sa , b o u rg e o is  dem ocracy k e p t 

th e  m asses i n  a  s t a t e  o f  s lu m b er an d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  w ere th e  

means w hereby  t h e  m ost a b le  w ere  e l e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  b u re a u c ra ts  

in  d e fe n s e  o f  an  e x p l o i t a t i v e  sy s te m . 72

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  b o u rg e o is  

dem ocracy a s  in s t ru m e n ts  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  Ramdn 

Romero R osa  a l s o  p o in te d  t o  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  p la y e d , 

s a y in g  t h a t :  " R e l ig io n  h a s  n e v e r  d one  a n y th in g  o t h e r  th a n

p re p a re  t h e  s l a v e s . " 73 The p u rp o se  o f  r e l i g i o n  was t o  keep th e  

p e o p le  i g n o r a n t  so  th e y  w ould  n o t  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

Romero R osa r e g a rd e d  th e  c l e r g y  a s  a  v e ry  p o w e rfu l  a l l y  o f  th e  

c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  and  he r i d i c u l e d  t h e  way r e l i g i o n  p o r t r a y e d  

i t s e l f  a s  t h e  v e h i c l e  t h a t  w o u ld  l e a d  h u m a n ity  t o  g r e a t  

h a p p in e s s  v i a  p o v e r ty  an d  d e p r i v a t i o n .  He a rg u e d  t h a t  an i l l -  

f a te d  p r e o c c u p a t io n  w ith  r e l i g i o n  made i t  im p o s s ib le  f o r  w orkers 

t o  t h in k  a b o u t  t h e i r  e m a n c ip a tio n  an d  l i m i t e d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  

em bark upon  t h e  ro a d  t o  a  ' r a d i a n t  an d  b e a u t i f u l '  f u t u r e .

71I b i d . , p .  2 0 .

72I b i d . , p .  2 2 .
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In  h i a  a n a ly s i s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  Ramdn Romero Rosa d is t in g u is h e d  

b e tw ee n  n a t u r a l  an d  a r t i f i c i a l  p o v e r t y .74 To h i s  way o f  

t h in k i n g ,  n a t u r a l  p o v e r ty  h ad  e x i s t e d  s in c e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  man 

up  u n t i l  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  s te a m  p o w er. I t  was b a s e d  on th e  

i n a b i l i t y  o f  p e o p le  t o  p h y s i c a l l y  p ro d u c e  m ore th a n  t h e i r  

s u b s i s t e n c e  r e q u ire m e n ts .  However, th e  a d v e n t o f  s team  power and 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  an e x t r a o r d in a r y  s u p e rp ro d u c tio n  

o f  goods w h ich  l e d  t o  a r t i f i c i a l  p o v e r ty ,  t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e  

c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  a p p ro p r ia te d  th e s e  p ro d u c ts  f o r  i t s e l f .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , h e  a l s o  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  d is c o v e ry  o f  

s te a m  p o w e r, t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  m a c h in e ry , and  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  w hich l e d  t o  a  g r e a t e r  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  and a  

m ore i n t e n s e  c o m p e t i t io n  f o r  m a rk e ts  a l s o  g av e  r i s e  t o  t h e  

i d e a l s  o f  s o c i a l i s m  and  t h e  n eed  t o  r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i e t y .  F o r  Romero R osa, s o c ia l i s m  m eant r e p l a c in g  th e  p r e s e n t  

s y s te m  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  by  a  s o c i e t y  w h e re  t h e  m eans o f  

p r o d u c t io n  w o u ld  be  owned c o l l e c t i v e l y .  He c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  p ro d u c t io n  and  a  h ig h e r  m o ra l s o c i a l  

o r d e r  i n  w h ich  e v e ry o n e  w ould  b e lo n g  t o  t h e  f a m i ly  o f  w o rk ers  

and  l i v e  i n  l i b e r t y  w ith  h o n o r and  d i g n i t y . 75

F o r  Romero R osa , t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  su c h  a  s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e ty  

r e q u i r e d  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  a c h ie v e  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  c l a s s  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t o  o rg a n iz e  a s  a  c l a s s ,  an d  t o  a c t i v e l y  s t r u g g le  

a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  A c e n t r a l  p r e c e p t  o f  h i s

74I b i d . , p p . 7 -8 .

75I b i d . , p .  15 .
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th in k in g  was th e  id e a  t h a t  th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  

i t s  own e m a n c ip a tio n . 76 N e v e r th e le s s , he  saw th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  

as  p la y in g  an  im p o r ta n t  r o l e  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  A cco rd in g  t o  Ramdn 

Romero R o sa , i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w ere  among t h o s e  who s u f f e r e d  as a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sy s te m  a n d , i n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e y  w ere 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p e a s a n ts  and  p r o l e t a r i a n s  by  b l o o d . 77 F o r th e s e  

re a s o n s  i t  was t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r a i s e  t h e  c o n sc io u sn ess  

o f  t h e  m a s se s . One o f  h i s  a d m o n itio n s  w as: " I n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  t o  

you c o rre sp o n d s  t h e  m o ra l u p l i f t  o f  th e  p e o p le .  The t r u e  l i b e r t y  

o f  t h i s  f e r t i l e  an d  p ro d u c t iv e  g round  d ep en d s on y o u .  ”78

Ramdn Romero R osa b e l ie v e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  w orking  

c l a s s  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e m an c ip a te  i t s e l f ,  i t  a l s o  had  t o  overcome 

c e r t a i n  p r e o c c u p a t io n s  w hich  w ere  h in d e r in g  i t s  c o n sc io u s n e s s  

an d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  o r g a n iz e  an d  s t r u g g l e .  Among t h e s e  w ere 

r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  and  f r i v o lo u s  and  im m oral a c t i v i t i e s  such as 

d a n c in g , d r in k in g ,  and  g am b lin g . He was n o t  opposed  t o  d an c in g  

a s  su c h : " I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  we a r e  o p p o se d  t o  d a n c e . Nor do we 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u th  s h o u ld  n o t  m ee t t o  e n jo y  a  few  h o u rs  o f  

r e c r e a t io n  d a n c in g  t o  th e  rhythm  o f  m u s ic . No, a  th o u sa n d  tim es 

n o .  "79 R a th e r ,  h e  f e l t  i t  was m ore im p o r ta n t  f o r  w o rk e rs  t o  

c o n c e n t r a te  on t h e  s t r u g g le  f o r  b e t t e r  h o u s in g , fo o d , c lo th in g ,  

a n d  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  t h a n  t o  s p e n d  t im e  o r g a n i z i n g  a n d

76r . d e l  R om era l, M usarafias (San J u a n : T ip o g ra £ ia  d e  e l  
C a m a v a l ,  1 9 0 4 ), p .  2 6 .

77La c u e s t id n  s o c i a l , p .  4 .

7 8 i b i d . ,  p .  3 .

79M usaraftas, p .  14.
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p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  d an ces and o th e r  c e l e b r a t i o n s  such  a s  r e l i g i o u s  

f e s t i v a l s .

He s i n g l e d  o u t  d r i n k i n g  a n d  g a m b lin g  a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

h a rm fu l t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  He f e l t  i t  was a 

sham e t h a t  th r o u g h  a n  e x c e s s i v e  u s e  o f  a l c o h o l ,  t h a t  was 

d e s t r o y in g  them , h u n d red s  and  h u n d red s o f  l a b o r e r s  l im i t e d  t h e i r  

c a p a c i t y  t o  r e a s o n ,  d e f e n d  t h e m s e lv e s ,  an d  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

e m a n c ip a t io n .  " A lc o h o lism , l i k e  g a m b lin g , i s  a  c o u n te rw e ig h t 

t h a t  o f f s e t s  t h e  b a la n c e  o f  l a b o r  j u s t i c e . " 80 He n o te d  t h a t  i t  

p le a s e d  t h e  b o u r g e o is ie  t o  s e e  w o rk e rs  g e t t i n g  drunk  i n s t e a d  o f  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Romero R osa a l s o  p o in te d  t o  n a t io n a l i s m  a s  so m eth in g  t h a t  

k e p t  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  d iv id e d .  "The p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  d iv id e d  by 

p a t r i o t i c  i s s u e s  t h a t  do  n o t  c o n c e r n  i t . " ° l  M e a n w h ile , 

c a p i t a l i s m  w as c o s m o p o l i t a n  i n  n a t u r e .  " C a p i t a l i s m  i s  

c o s m o p o li ta n , i t  i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z e d  e v e ry w h e re . "82

F o r  Ramdn Romero R osa , s o c ia l i s m  was i n e v i t a b l e .  He a rg u e d  

t h a t  s o c i e t y  h ad  r e a c h e d  a  p o i n t  i n  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t when a  

d e c i s i o n  h ad  t o  be  made in  f a v o r  o f  e m a n c ip a tio n  o r  c o n tin u e d  

econom ic s l a v e r y ,  i . e .  wage l a b o r .  The f a c t  t h a t  s o c ia l i s m  was a  

r a t i o n a l  sy s te m  was i t s  g r e a t  s o u rc e  o f  s t r e n g t h .  Romero R osa 

f i r m ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s o c i a l i s t  i d e a l s  w ould  tr iu m p h  a s  soon  a s  

e d u c a t io n ,  s o c i a l i s t  p ro p ag a n d a , and  c l a s s  c o n sc io u s n e s s  rem oved 

t h e  v e i l  o f  ig n o ra n c e  from  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  He f e l t  t h a t ,

80I b i d . , p .  38 .

8^La c u e s t i d n  s o c i a l ,  p .  15.

82I b i d .  p .  2 2 .
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d e s p i t e  i t s  p re p o n d e ra n c e  and  pow er, t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  reg im e  was 

doomed t o  d e f e a t  b e c a u se  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  was c o n s t a n t ly  grow ing 

i n  s i z e  an d  had  begun t o  r e b e l .

Ju a n  V i l a r

Ju a n  V i l a r  was a  c ig a rm a k e r  from  C ag u as , P u e r to  R ic o . A t 

t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  tw e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y ,  h e  was among th o s e  who 

i n i t i a t e d  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  w o rk e rs  on th e  i s l a n d ,  i n  1904, he 

c o l l a b o r a t e d  in  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  a  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  g ro u p , Ju v en tu d  

E s tu d io s a ,  an d  becam e known a s  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e a d e r  o f  th e  

l a b o r  m ovem ent. In  a d d i t i o n  t o  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  V i l a r  founded 

s e v e r a l  l a b o r  n ew sp ap ers  an d  w ro te  num erous p h i lo s o p h ic a l  and  

p e d o g o g ic a l  p a m p h le ts ,  i n c l u d i n g  P A a in a s  l i b r e s . w h ic h  was 

p u b l is h e d  i n  1914, one y e a r  b e fo r e  h i s  d e a th .

In  t h i s  w o rk , V i l a r  g av e  e x p r e s s io n  t o  many o f  t h e  id e a s  

t h a t  w e re  t o  becom e p ro m in e n t  e le m e n ts  o f  t h e  e a r l y  l a b o r  

m o v em en ts ' i d e o l o g y . F o r  e x a m p le , h e  p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  

im p o rta n c e  o f  t h e  s t r i k e  a s  t h e  weapon o f  t h e  d i s i n h e r i t e d  and 

a s  t h e  h o p e  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l .  

V i l a r  l i n k e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t io n ,  

com m erce, an d  w a g es , and  saw t h e  demand f o r  h ig h e r  w ages a s  a  

c a l l  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  l i b e r t y ,  and  b r e a d .83

V i l a r  a rg u e d  t h a t  hum an ity  was d iv id e d  i n t o  tw o g ro u p s : th e  

r i c h  an d  t h e  p o o r .  He em p h asized  t h a t  t h e  r i c h  e n jo y e d  p r i v a t e

83Ju a n  V i l a r ,  PA cinas l i b r e s  (San  Ju a n : C oopaiiia  E d i t o r i a l  
A n t i l l a n a ,  1 9 1 4 ) , p .  87 .
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p r o p e r ty  a n d  a l l  t h e  c o m fo r ts  o f  l i f e  w h i le  th e y  c r e a t e d  an 

e m p lo y e rs ' ty r a n n y  w h ich  s u b je c te d  t h e  p o o r  t o  t h e  law  o f  w ages 

and e m b i t te r e d  t h e i r  e x i s te n c e .  A cco rd in g  t o  V i l a r ,  t h e  s t r u g g le  

f o r  e x i s t e n c e  had  a  p e r v e r s e  e f f e c t  on human b e in g s  who, good by 

n a t u r e ,  h a d  become e v i l .  Ju a n  V i l a r  h e ld  o p in io n s  on a  w id e  

ra n g e  o f  s o c i a l  i s s u e s ,  sp e a k in g  o u t ,  f o r  ex am p le , a g a i n s t  t h e  

d e a th  p e n a l t y .  He a rg u e d  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  way t o  p r e v e n t  

c r im e  b e c a u s e  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y  w as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s o c i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  p o v e r ty  and  m is e ry .  He 

s u g g e s te d  t h a t  p e o p le  den y  t h e  v o t e  t o  any  l e g i s l a t o r  who 

a d v o c a te d  t h e  d e a th  p e n a l ty .  "When s o c i a l  econom ic i n e q u a l i t y  

e n d s , man w i l l  be  good and  l i v e  i n  a  new tom orrow  o f  e q u a l i t y  

and j u s t i c e . " 84

V i l a r  u rg e d  w o rk e rs  t o  t h in k  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t o  o b t a i n  

t h e i r  r i g h t s  by lo v in g  and  d e fe n d in g  j u s t i c e  and l i b e r t y ,  and  t o  

w ork i n  t h e  econom ic s p h e re  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  p r e s e n t  sy s te m  an d  

t r a n s f o r m  i t  c o m p le te ly .  A c c o rd in g  t o  V i l a r ,  t h e  m is e ry  an d  

ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ico  was th e  p ro d u c t  o f  t h e i r  

d i s u n i ty  a n d  o n ly  th ro u g h  u n i ty  w ould th e y  p r o g re s s  and  p r o s p e r .  

He o b s e rv e d :  "The w o rk e rs  o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y  l i v e  d y in g ,  th e y  e a r n  

a  p a l t r y  w age, i n h a b i t  u n s a n i ta r y  h o u s in g , w alk  b a r e f o o te d ,  and  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  e n jo y  no c o m fo r ts .  Y e t, t h e y  do n o t  u n i t e .  They 

p r e f e r  t o  l i v e  u n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d i t io n s  r a t h e r  th a n  u n i f y  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  t o  d e fe n d  and  h e lp  each  o t h e r . " 85 He a l s o  u rg e d  w o rk e rs

84I b i d . ,  p .  31

85I b i d . , p .  85 .
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t o  overcom e th e  v ic e s  t h a t  s e rv e d  t o  u n d erm in e  t h e i r  p ro s p e c ts  

f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  he  opposed  d r in k in g  and  gam b ling .

L ik e  t h e  l a b o r  movement i n  g e n e r a l ,  Ju a n  V i l a r  gave g r e a t  

im p o rta n c e  t o  e d u c a t io n  and he saw women, a s  m o th e rs , p la y in g  a  

v i t a l  r o l e  i n  p r e p a r in g  c h i ld r e n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  s o c i e t y .  "When 

t h e  m o th e r  i s  e n l i g h t e n e d ,  id e a s  b e g in  t o  g e rm in a te  i n  t h e  

h o m e ...w h en  a m o th e r la c k s  e d u c a t io n  an d  l i v e s  i n  c h a i n s ,  t h e  

p e o p le  a r e  s l a v e s  an d  m i s e r a b l e . " 86 He a rg u e d  t h a t  e d u c a t io n  

sh o u ld  be  s e c u l a r  an d  s c i e n t i f i c ,  s a y in g  t h a t :  " R e lig io n  i s  th e  

a n t i t h e s i s  o f  r e a s o n  b e c a u se  w here  f a i t h  b e g in s ,  s c ie n c e  e n d s . 

R e l ig io n  d iv id e s  t h e  p e o p le . " 87 He a l s o  a d v o c a te d  r a t i o n a l i s m  

and  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

id e a s ,  opposed  i n s t i l l i n g  p a t r i o t i c  s e n t im e n ts  among s tu d e n ts .

*  *  *

I n  summary, t h e  id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  P u e r to  R ica n  la b o r  

movement a s  e x p re s s e d  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e s e  key  FLT l e a d e r s  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  m a jo r  e le m e n ts :  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i e t y ,  a  c a l l  f o r  a  new econom ic and  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r ,  and  a  

p la n  f o r  b r in g in g  a b o u t  s o c i a l  c h a n g e . Of t h e s e  t h r e e  th em es , 

th e  m o st h i g h ly  d e v e lo p e d  and  b e s t  a r t i c u l a t e d  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

w o rk e rs ' id e o lo g y  was th e  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e i r  s o c i e t y .

An a c u te  a w a re n e s s  e x i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  an d  econom ic 

p ro b lem s o f  th e  w ork ing  c la s s  w ere  r o o te d  i n  t h e  c l a s s  d iv i s io n s

86I b i d . , p .  36.

87I b i d . ,  p .  65 .
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o f  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  a n d  th e  p r i v a t e  o w n e rsh ip  o f  t h e  means o f  

p r o d u c t io n .  M oreover, w o rk in g  c l a s s  l e a d e r s  c l e a r l y  u n d e rs to o d  

t h a t  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  s t a t e  and  u se d  i t  a s  an 

in s t r u m e n t  o f  c l a s s  o p p r e s s io n .  They v iew ed  b o u rg e o is  dem ocracy 

and  p o l i t i c s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and  n a t i o n a l i s t  id e o lo g y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

w i th  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s k e p t ic i s m .  N o n e th e le s s ,  a t  t h e  same t im e , 

many o f  them  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  t h e  d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  g u a ra n te e d  by 

U. S . r u l e  a f f o r d e d  t h e  l a b o r  movement t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d it io n s  

f o r  i t s  g ro w th  and  d e v e lo p m e n t. They w ere  a l s o  d i s t r u s t f u l  o f  

n a t i o n a l i s t  id e o lo g y .  A lth o u g h  some w i th in  t h e  movement fa v o re d  

p o l i t i c a l  in d ep e n d en c e  f o r  P u e r to  R ico .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  p la y e d  

an  in s t r u m e n ta l  r o l e  i n  m a in ta in in g  th e  e x i s t i n g  u n j u s t  s o c ia l  

sy s te m . T h e i r  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  a l s o  p o in te d  t o  t h e  

d e b i l i t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  w o rk in g  c l a s s  ig n o r a n c e ,  d i s u n i t y ,  and 

s o c i a l  v i c e s  su c h  a s  d r in k in g  and  g a m b lin g . T hey  e x h ib i t e d  a  

h ig h  l e v e l  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o p p re s s iv e  

c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  women l i v e d  u n d e r  and t h e  n e ed  t o  a d d re s s  t h e i r  

p ro b lem s and  e n l i s t  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .

H ow ever, t h e  id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ' 

movement e x h ib i t e d  l e s s  c l a r i t y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  k in d  o f  s o c ie ty  

e n v i s io n e d  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I d e a l i s m  a n d  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  

a l t r u i s m  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  th o u g h t .  They w an ted  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  a  c l a s s l e s s  s o c i a l  o r d e r  w here  

th e  means o f  p ro d u c t io n  w ould b e  owned i n  common by  t h e  w ork ing  

c l a s s .  T h is  w o u ld  b e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  human l i b e r a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  

j u s t i c e ,  an d  a  humane s o c i e t y .  U nder t h i s  s y s te m  t h e  w o rk e rs '
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m o ra l, e d u c a t io n a l ,  and  p h y s ic a l  d ev e lo p m en t w ould be  g u a ra n te e d  

and e v e ry o n e  w ould l i v e  i n  p e a c e .

U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  ro a d  to w a rd  a c h e iv in g  t h e s e  i d e a l s  was 

n o t  c l e a r l y  mapped o u t .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s , w h i le  t h e s e  l e a d e r s '  

v i s i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  was a lr e a d y  d e c id e d ly  more vague  them  t h e i r  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i e t y ,  t h e i r  p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  f o r  

im p le m e n tin g  a  new s o c i a l  o r d e r  was ev en  l e s s  w e l l  a r t i c u l a t e d .  

Y e t, w hat u n i te d  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  w ere  c e r t a i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  b e l i e f s .  

They had  an  a ll-c o n s u m in g  f a i t h  i n  human and  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  and 

f e l t  t h a t  h i s t o r y  w as on t h e i r  s i d e .  They f i r m ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

t h e i r  c a u se  was j u s t  and  t h a t  j u s t i c e  w ou ld  p r e v a i l .  A t th e  same 

t im e , th e y  had  g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  t h e  pow er o f  e d u c a t io n  and  c l a s s  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  and t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  w o rk in g  c l a s s  o r g a n iz a t io n  and 

c l a s s  u n i t y  w ould h a v e  in  p ro m o tin g  t h e  g o a ls  o f  t h e  m ovem ent. 

They r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  m a in t a in in g  t h e  

e x p l o i t a t i v e  sy s te m  th e y  l i v e d  u n d e r ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  m o st p a r t  

p ro p o se d  n o n v io le n t  m ethods o f  s t r u g g l e .  As th e  means to w a rd  th e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  a  new s o c i e t y ,  th e y  a d v o c a te d  t h e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  t h e  

g r e a t  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e .

N o t exam ined  i n  t h e  above  d i s c u s s i o n  was t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

and  p o l i t i c a l  t h in k in g  o f  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  t h e  e a r l y  

P u e r to  R ic a n  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t's  m o st i m p o r t a n t  an d  

p ro m in e n t l e a d e r .  The r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  c o n s id e r in g  h i s  id e a s  i n  

t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t h a t  I g l e s i a s  was a  l a b o r  o r g a n i z e r  r a t h e r  th a n  

an  id e o lo g u e .  H is w r i t in g s  c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  o f  r e p o r t s  t o  th e  

A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r on h i s  o r g a n iz in g  a c t i v i t i e s .  He 

a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  AFL on w o rk in g  a n d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  in
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P u e r t o  R ic o .  T he A m erican  F e d e r a t i o n i a t . t h e  o f f i c i a l  AFL 

j o u r n a l ,  p u b l i s h e d  many o f  h i s  r e p o r t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I g l e s i a s  

w ro te  f o r  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  movement on h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

a s  an  FLT d e l e g a t e  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t io n s  o f  t h e  Am erican 

F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r . H is m em oirs , p u b l i s h e d  i n  tw o vo lum es a s  

L uchas e m a n c ip a d o ra s . c r d n ic a s  de  P u e r to  R ic o , t h e  f i r s t  volum e 

o f  w hich  a p p e a re d  i n  1929, w ould a p p e a r  a t  f i r s t  g la n c e  t o  o f f e r  

u s  a  v i s i o n  o f  h i s  t h in k i n g .  How ever, th e y  do n o t  c o n ta in  v e ry  

much in f o r m a tio n  on h i s  p o l i t i c a l  id e a s  a n d , t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  

th e y  d o , c a n  n o t  b e  r e a d  a s  a  r e l i a b l e  s o u rc e  on h i s  i d e o lo g ic a l  

p o s i t i o n s ,  s i n c e  th e y  w ere  w r i t t e n  to w a rd s  t h e  end  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  

many y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  e v e n ts  th e y  d e s c r ib e .

A lth o u g h  d e t a i l s  on h i s  l i f e  a n d  r o l e  i n  t h e  w o r k e r s ' 

movement on  t h e  i s l a n d  a r e  p ro v id e d  i n  c h a p t e r  f o u r ,  i t  i s  

im p o r ta n t ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  two m a jo r p r in c ip le s  

t h a t  g u id e d  I g l e s i a s '  w ork a s  a  l a b o r  l e a d e r .  He a r t i c u l a t e d  

t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  1907 i n  a  p a m p h le t  e n t i t l e d  G obiem o 

p r o p i o . . .P a r a  a u ie n ? 88 i n  t h i s  p i e c e ,  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  a rg u e d  

t h a t  th e  p r im a ry  g o a l  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs ' movement i n  P u e r to  R ico  

w as t o  a c h i e v e  im m e d ia te  im p ro v em en ts  i n  w o rk in g  an d  l i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s .  He em phasized  t h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  w ork ing  i n  a l l i a n c e  

w ith  th e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abo r i n  o r d e r  t o  o b ta in  h ig h e r  

w a g e s , s h o r t e r  w ork  h o u r s ,  im p ro v e d  h o u s in g ,  b e t t e r  h e a l t h  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  g r e a t e r  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  S eco n d ly , 

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  s ta u n c h ly  o p p o se d  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  P u e r to

88S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  G ob iem o  p r o p i o . . .P a r a  a u ie n ?  (San  
J u a n :  Im p re n ta  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e ,  1907.
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R ic o . He d i d  n o t  o p p o se  in d e p e n d e n c e  i n  p r i n c i p l e ;  r a t h e r ,  he  

c la im e d  t h a t  g iv e n  t h e  w o r k e r s ' w eak p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  a  

R e p u b l ic  o f  P u e r to  R ic o  w o u ld  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  g o v e rn e d  by  

h a c e n d a d o s ,  t h e i r  sw o rn  c l a s s  e n e m ie s .  I n s t e a d ,  I g l e s i a s  

a d v o c a te d  s u p p o r t  f o r  U .S . r u l e  i n  P u e r to  R ic o  on th e  g ro u n d s 

t h a t  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s '  governm en t on th e  i s l a n d  g u a ra n te e d  th e  

d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  w o rk e rs  depended  on i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  

c a p i t a l i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  T h ese  r i g h t s  i n c lu d e d  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  

f r e e  sp e e c h , a sse m b ly , and  a  f r e e  p r e s s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  

form  l a b o r  u n io n s  and  s t r i k e  f o r  im proved  econom ic c o n d i t io n s .  

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  i s  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  f i g u r e  i n  P u e r to  R ic a n  

h i s t o r y .  Many h i s t o r i a n s  condemn him  a s  a  t r a i t o r  t o  th e  c a u s e  

o f  in d e p e n d e n c e , w h ile  o th e r s  p r a i s e  him a s  t h e  w o rk e rs ' s a v io r  

a n d  a  c h am p io n  o f  d e m o c ra t ic  l i b e r t y  on  t h e  i s l a n d . 89 The 

c h a p te r s  t h a t  fo l lo w  exam ine t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  o rg a n iz e d  la b o r  

movement i n  P u e r to  R ic o  and  t h e  r o l e  o f  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  and  

th e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor i n  t h a t  m ovem ent.

B^The c r i t i q u e  o f  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  a s  a  t r a i t o r  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  
P u e r to  R ic a n  in d ep en d en ce  o r i g in a t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  P a r ty  i n  
t h e  1930s an d  h as  c a r r i e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  in d ep en d en ce  
m ovem ent. I n  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s .  L abo r C ru s a d e r . C la re n c e  S e n io r  
p o r t r a y s  I g l e s i a s  a s  l a b o r 's  s a v i o r .
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C h a p te r  IV 

HISTORY OF THE ORGANIZED LABOR MOVEMENT

T h is  c h a p te r  t r a c e s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  

P u e r to  R ic o  from  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  th ro u g h  t h e  e a r l y  

n in e te e n  t h i r t i e s .  I t  c o n c e n t r a te s  on t h e  id e o lo g y  and  p o l i t i c s  

o f  th e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  and t h e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a . I t  w i l l  show 

t h a t  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o c i a l i s t  and  a n a r c h i s t  

t h i n k i n g  o f  many e a r l y  l a b o r  l e a d e r s ,  a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  

p re v io u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  m ovem ent on  t h e  i s l a n d  

p ro m o te d  a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c a l  p ro g ra m . An 

e x a m in a tio n  o f  FLT and PS docum ents r e v e a l s  t h a t  a l th o u g h  th e s e  

o r g a n iz a t io n s  spoke  in  te rm s o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e m a n c ip a tio n  o f  th e  

w o rk in g  c l a s s  an d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  w o r k e r s ' s o c i a l  

d em o cracy , t h e i r  p r im a ry  g o a l s  fo c u s e d  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  on 

l im i te d  econom ic re fo rm s .

The p r e s e n t  c h a p te r  a l s o  d e m o n s tr a te s  t h a t  w h i le  t h e  FLT 

l e a d e r s h ip ,  w h ich  c o n s i s t e d  e n t i r e l y  o f  s k i l l e d  u rb a n  w o rk e rs , 

made a  v a l i a n t  e f f o r t  t o  o r g a n iz e  u n s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs  

and  l e a d  l a r g e - s c a l e  s t r i k e s  b y  r u r a l  l a b o r e r s ,  i t  was a l s o  

com m itted  t o  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s  an d  was n o t  a v e r s e  t o  t h e  fo rm a tio n  

o f  e l e c t o r a l  a l l i a n c e s  w ith  hacen d ad o  and  c a p i t a l i s t  i n t e r e s t s .  

Such an  a rra n g e m e n t c u lm in a te d  i n  t h e  fo rm a t io n  o f  a  c o a l i t i o n  

governm ent i n  1932.
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L ab o r o r g a n iz a t io n s  f i r s t  em erged i n  P u e r to  R ico  a f t e r  1873 

when G o v e rn o r R a fa e l  P rim o de  R iv e ra  i s s u e d  a  d e c re e  g r a n t in g  

t h e  p o p u la t i o n  t h e  r i g h t  o f  f r e e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  U rban a r t i s a n s  

to o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  o r g a n iz e  c a s in o s ,  m u tua l 

a id  s o c i e t i e s ,  c o o p e r a t iv e s ,  and  t r a d e  g u i l d s .  The c a s in o s  w ere  

c lu b s  s t y l e d  a f t e r  th o s e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  w h ich  e x c lu d e d  

th e  a r t i s a n s .  A r t i s a n s  fo u n d ed  t h e i r  own c a s in o s  p r im a r i l y  f o r  

e d u c a t io n a l  and  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  T hese  c a s in o s  sp o n so re d  

d a n c e s , l i t e r a r y  r e a d in g s ,  t h e a t e r  g ro u p s , and  c l a s s e s  i n  a r t  

and  m u s ic .  They a l s o  p ro v id e d  t h e i r  members l i b r a r i e s  and th e  

o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  s tu d y  i n  e v e n in g  c l a s s e s . ^  An ex am p le  o f  t h i s  

ty p e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w as t h e  S o c ie d a d  P r o t e c t o r a  d e  l a  

I n t e l i a e n c i a  d e l  O b re ro . fo u n d ed  i n  1889 . A n o th e r  exam ple  was 

th e  S o c ie d a d  V erd ad e ro s Am igos. e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Ponce in  1893 and  

w h ich  p ro m o te d  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  w o rk e rs  th r o u g h  c l a s s e s  i n  

r e a d in g ,  gram m ar, g eog raphy , and  m a th e m a tic s . 2

M u tu a l  a i d  s o c i e t i e s  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  m em bers f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c a s e s  o f  i l l n e s s ,  in s u ra n c e  a g a i n s t  a c c id e n ts ,  and 

d e a th  b e n e f i t s .  The e a r l i e s t  m u tu a l a i d  s o c i e t y  was p ro b a b ly  t h e  

S o c ie d a d  Amiaos d e l  B ien  P u b l ic o , fo u n d ed  i n  San Ju a n  in  1873. 

I t  p r i m a r i l y  so u g h t t o  h e lp  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e  d e a th  

o f  a  m em ber. A n o th e r  m u tu a l a i d  s o c i e t y ,  E l  T a l l e r  B e n d fic o  de

1G e rv a s io  L u is  G a rc ia  and  A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e r a ,  D e sa f io  v  
s o l i d a r i d a d .  b re v e  h i s t o r i a  d e l  m ovim iento  o b r e ro  o u e r to r r ia u e f to  
(R io  P ie d r a s s  H uracdn , 1 9 8 2 ), p p .1 9 -2 0 .

2I b i d . , p p . 2 0 -2 1 .
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A rte a a n o s  d e  P o n c e , o f f e r e d  i t s  a f f i l i a t e s  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a 

d o c to r  and  f i f t y  c e n t s  p e r  d ay  i n  c a s e  o f  s i c k n e s s .  M utual a id  

s o c i e t i e s  a l s o  sp o n s o re d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  p ro v id e d  by t h e  c a s i n o s .3

A r t i s a n s  a l s o  o rg a n iz e d  c o o p e r a t iv e s  and t r a d e  g u i l d s .  They 

fo u n d ed  c o o p e r a t i v e s  a s  a  way o f  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  

unem ploym ent w i th in  t h e i r  r a n k s .  M asons, c a r p e n te r s ,  shoem akers, 

and  o t h e r  c r a f t  w o rk e rs  som etim es j o in e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

w orkshops and  th u s  c r e a t e  em ploym ent w h ich  th e  economy d id  n o t  

a lw ay s r e a d i l y  p r o v id e .  C o o p e ra t iv e s  w ere  s e t  up b y  San Ju a n  

c a r p e n t e r s  i n  1889 and  1893, P once  m asons i n  1893 , b a k e rs  in  

Mayagiiez i n  1894 , and  sh o em ak ers  i n  Ponce  i n  1 8 9 5 .4 A r t i s a n s  

c r e a t e d  t r a d e  g u i ld s  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  q u a n t i ty  

and  q u a l i t y  o f  a r t i s a n  p r o d u c t io n .  T h ese  g u i ld s  a l s o  h e lp e d  

g o v e rn  t h e  e n t r y  and  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip  o f  w o rk e rs  i n t o  t h e  v a r io u s  

s k i l l e d  t r a d e s .  T hese  e f f o r t s  w ere  g e a re d  to w a rd s  m a in ta in in g  

h ig h  s ta n d a rd s  and  r e g u la t i n g  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  a r t i s a n  p r o d u c t io n .5

A c c o rd in g  t o  G e rv a s io  G a r c ia  and  A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra , 

l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b e g a n  a s  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  a r t i s a n s  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  e d u c a t i o n a l  an d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s  b u t  e v o lv e d  i n t o  d e f e n s iv e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  

t h a t  so u g h t t o  p r o t e c t  th e  econom ic i n t e r e s t s  o f  a r t i s a n s  a s  th e

3I b i d . ,  p p . 2 2 -2 3 .

4 I b i d .  p .  23 .

5A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra , " S o c i a l i s t  an d  C ig arm ak er: A r t i s a n s ' 
P r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  i n  th e  M aking o f  th e  P u e r to  R ica n  W orking 
C la s s ,"  L a t in  A m erican P e r s p e c t iv e s  V o l. X, Nums. 2 -3  (Summer 
and  S p r in g , 1 9 8 3 ), p .  21 .
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p ro c e s s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  u n fo ld e d . By t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y ,  a r t i s a n s  b e g a n  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i th  w o rk e rs  a n d  t h e i r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to o k  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  

c a p i t a l i s t s .  Q u in te ro  h a s  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  tw o 

d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  t h e  names o f  l a b o r  new spapers 

r e f l e c t e d  t h e  a r t i s a n s '  new s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  The words 

"w orker" and  " p r o l e t a r i a n ” r e p la c e d  th e  w ord " a r t i s a n "  i n  t h e  

t i t l e  o f  th e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s .6 F o r  ex am p le , E l A r te s a n o  was t h e  

name o f  a  n ew sp ap er w h ich  a p p e a re d  i n  1874 . By t h e  l a t e  1880s 

and  e a r l y  1890s, l a b o r e r s  p u b l is h e d  new spapers  w i th  t i t l e s  l i k e  

E l  O b re ro  (1 8 8 9 ) ,  E l  Eco P r o l e t a r i o  ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  R e v is ta  O b re ra  

(1 8 9 3 ) , and  Ensavo O brero  (1 8 9 7 ) .7

The a p p e a ra n c e  o f  Ensavo O b re ro  on May 1 , 1897 r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu r y  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement i n  

P u e r to  R ic o . In  F e b ru a ry  o f  1897 Jo s 6  F e r r e r  y F e r r e r ,  N o rb e rto  

Q u in o n e s , J o s d  R iv e r a ,  Ramdn Romero R o sa , E u s e b io  F d l i x ,  an d  

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in  m et i n  t h e  h o u se  o f  F e rn an d o  Gdmez 

A c o s ta  and  p la n n e d  th e  p u b l ic a t i o n  o f  t h i s  new l a b o r  w e e k ly .8 I t  

p ro p o s e d  t o  d i s s e m in a t e  l a b o r  a n d  s o c i a l i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  and  

d o c t r i n e s . 8 The p r e m ie r  i s s u e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  t r a g e d y  o f  t h e

6I b i d . ,  p .  29 .

7S ee  E r ic k  J .  P d re z  an d  D avid B aronov , " P e r id d ic o s  y b o l e t i n e s  
o b re ro s "  i n  B i b l i o o r a f i a  so b re  e l  m ovim lento  o b r e ro  de  P u e r to  
R ic o . 1873-1996 (S an  Ju a n : E d ic io n e s  C i ld e s ,  1 9 9 6 ) , p p . 3 7 -4 5 .

8S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  Luchas e m a n c io a d o ra s . c rd n ic a s  de 
P u e r to  R ic o . V o l. I ,  (San Ju a n : Im p re n ta  V e n e z u e la , 1 9 5 8 ), pp . 
4 5 -4 6 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



105

C h ic a g o , H aym arket a f f a i r  o f  1886 an d  made r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  

r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o rk e rs ' C o n g r e s s e s .10 Many o f  

th o s e  who c o l l a b o r a t e d  on t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  l a t e r  becam e le a d e r s  

o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  de lo s  T ra b a ia d o re s  de  P u e r to  R ic o .

On F e b ru a ry  2 0 , 1898 th e  p u b l i s h e r s  o f  E nsavo O b re ro  m et 

a n d  o r g a n iz e d  t h e  G rupo de  E s tu d io s  S o c i a l e s  ( S o c i a l  S tu d ie s  

G ro u p ). I t s  p r im a ry  aim  was t o  t r a i n  l e a d e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s p re a d  

t h e  i d e a l s  o f  s o c i a l  and  e co n o m ic  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  w o rk in g  

c l a s s . 11 R e o rg a n iz e d  one  y e a r  l a t e r  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  o f  

S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  th e  Gruoo de E s tu d io s  S o c ia le s  c o n tin u e d  t h i s  

e f f o r t  a s  a  fo rum  d e d ic a te d  t o  t h e  s tu d y  and  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  

p ro b lem s and  s t r u g g l e s  o f  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o rk in g  c l a s s . 12 I t  

a l s o  p la y e d  an  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  P u e r to  R ican  

w o rk e rs .

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in  s e rv e d  a s  th e  m ost p ro m in e n t l a b o r  

l e a d e r  i n  P u e r to  R ic o  d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  d e c a d e s  o f  th e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Ensavo 

O brero  a n d  t h e  Grupo d e  E s tu d io s  S o c i a l e s . he  w as a  fo und ing  

member an d  h e a d  o f  b o th  t h e  F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib r e  and  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  

w ing t h e  P a r t i d o  S o c i a l i s t s . The s u b j e c t  o f  s e v e r a l  b io g r a p h ie s ,  

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  h a s  b e en  c r e d i t e d  w i th  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  

P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  m ovem ent.13 G e rv a s io  G a r c ia ,  h o w e v e r, has

^ R a fa e l A lo n so  T o r r e s ,  C u a re n ta  afios de  lu c h a  o r o l e t a r i a  (San  
Ju a n : Im p re n ta  B a ld r ic h ,  1 9 3 9 ), p .  161 .

10I b i d . ,  p p . 1 09 -110 .

^ I b i d . ,  p .  19 0 .

12I b i d . , p .  2 08 .
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c a u t io n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  e r r o r  o f  s u b s c r ib in g  t o  t h e  g r e a t  l e a d e r  

th e o r y  o f  h i s t o r y . 14 I n s t e a d ,  h e  c l a i m s ,  I g l e s i a s  m u st b e  

r e c o g n iz e d  a s  o n ly  one o f  t h e  many l a b o r  l e a d e r s  who came t o  t h e  

f o r e  d u r in g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  

w i th in  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  t h e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  and  

w ork ing  c l a s s  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  h i s  im p o rta n c e  i n  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n  P u e r to  R ico  can  n o t  be  

u n d e re s t im a te d .

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  p la y e d  a  r o l e  c o m p a ra b le  t o  t h a t  o f  

Samuel Gompers i n  t h e  la b o r  movement i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  L ik e  

Gompers, I g l e s i a s  was a  E uropean  im m ig ran t, an  a r t i s a n  by t r a d e ,  

who i n  h i s  y o u th  h a d  b e e n  i n f lu e n c e d  by  S p a n is h  s o c i a l i s t  

id e o lo g y . He was a  c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r ,  h ig h ly  a r t i c u l a t e ,  a  man 

o f  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  c o u ra g e ,  and  an  u n t i r i n g  l a b o r  o r g a n iz e r .  He 

c o n v in c e d  many o f  t h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  o r g a n iz in g  w o rk e rs  in  o rd e r  

t o  p rom ote  t h e i r  econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  a s  a c l a s s .

B orn  i n  La C o ru n a , S p a in  on  F e b ru a ry  2 2 , 1872 , I g l e s i a s  

l iv e d  i n  Cuba f o r  a b o u t t e n  y e a r s  b e fo r e  a r r i v i n g  i n  P u e r to  R ico  

in  Decem ber o f  1 8 9 6 .15 N o th in g  i s  known a b o u t  t h e  p e r io d  b e fo r e

13G onzalo  F . C d rdova , S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  c r e a d o r  d e l  
movimi^n to  o b re ro  d e  P u e r to  R ico  (R io  P i e d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  
U n i v e r s i t a r i a ,  1 9 8 0 ). O th e r  b io g r a p h ic a l  s t u d i e s  in c lu d e  Ju an  
C a r r e r a s ,  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  s u  v id a .  s u  o b r a .  su  
penaam ien+Q f<*»to a  b io o rA f ic o s  1 (R io  P i e d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  C lub d e  
l a  P r e n s a ,  1967) and  C la re n c e  S e n io r ,  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s .  L abor 
C rudader (H a to  Rey: I n t e r  A m erican  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  19 7 2 ).

14G e rv a s io  L . G a rc ia ,  "Los o r ig e n e s  d e l  m ovim ien to  o b re ro  en 
P u e r to  R ic o :  m ito s  y  p ro b le m a s ,"  i n  H i s t o r i a  c r i t i c a .  h i s t o r i a  
s i n  c o a r t a d a s .  a lo u n o s  n rob lem as de  l a  h i s t o r i a  d e  P u e r to  R ico  
(R io  P i e d r a s :  E d ic io n e s  Hurac&n, 1 9 8 5 ), p .  6 8 .
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he  lan d ed  i n  P u e r to  R ico . He d id  n o t  d i s c u s s  i t  i n  h i s  m em oirs, 

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u rc e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  on h i s  l i f e .  How ever, i t  i s  

c l e a r  t h a t  he  l e f t  Cuba due  t o  t h e  v e ry  r e p r e s s i v e  n a tu r e  o f  

S p an ish  r u l e  d u r in g  C uba 's  se c o n d  w ar f o r  in d e p e n d en c e . Upon h i s  

a r r i v a l  on th e  i s l a n d  on Decem ber 26 , 1896, I g l e s i a s  im m e d ia te ly  

fo u n d  a  jo b  a s  a  c a r p e n te r  and  p ro c e e d e d  t o  make c o n ta c t  w ith  

th o s e  a r t i s a n  w o rk e rs  who form ed th e  g roup  t h a t  p u b l is h e d  Ensavo 

O brero  and e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  G rupo de  E s tu d io s  S o c i a l e s .

F e d e ra c i6 n  R eg io n a l

On O c to b e r  2 0 , 1898, t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Grupo d e  E s tu d io s  

S o c ia le s  summoned a  mass m e e tin g  o f  w o rk e rs  i n  t h e  M u n ic ip a l 

T h e a te r  i n  O ld  San Ju an  and  fo u n d ed  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l de 

lo s  T ra b a ia d o re s  de P u e r to  R ic o . The F e d e ra c id n  so u g h t t o  u n i te  

w orkers f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  o b ta in in g  " t h e i r  in h e r e n t  l i b e r t y  and 

e q u a l i t y  a s  human b e i n g s . " ^  I t  c a l l e d  f o r  an  e n d  t o  t h e  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  p e o p le  by p e o p le  and p le d g e d  i t s e l f  t o  s t r u g g le  

u n t i l  th e  c o m p le te  e m a n c ip a tio n  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  The FRT a l s o  

u rg e d  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  c o n ta c t s  and  f r a t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

w i th  l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  E u ro p e  and  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  A t 

t h a t  fo u n d in g  m e e tin g , th e  FRT e l e c t e d  a  c e n t r a l  c o m m itte e  o f  

tw e lv e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  v a r io u s  t r a d e s ,  r a i s e d  fu n d s  f o r  th e  

o p e n in g  o f  a n  o f f i c e ,  and  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  se n d  a  l a b o r

15S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n tin , Luchaa e m a n c io ad o ra s . c rd n ic a s  de 
P u e r to  R ic o , v o l .  I ,  (San J u a n : Im p ren ta  V en ez u e la , 1 9 5 8 ), p .
33 .

^ R a f a e l  A lonso  T o r re s ,  C u a re n ta  alios d e  lu c h a  p r o l e t a r i a ,  p p . 
220-221 . (My t r a n s l a t i o n . )
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d e le g a t io n  t o  m eet i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  w i th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

t h e  S o c i a l i s t  W o rk e rs ' P a r t y  an d  th e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L a b o r .17

On O c to b e r  2 3 , 1898, P o r v e n i r  S o c ia l  r e p la c e d  E nsavo  O brero  

and  becam e t h e  o f f i c i a l  w e e k ly  n e w sp a p e r  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  

R e g io n a l . T h is  new p u b l i c a t i o n  p r o v id e d  in f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  

eco n o m ic  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e s  o f  w o r k e r s ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

th ro u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld .18 P ro d u ced  u n d e r th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  S a n tia g o  

I g l e s i a s  a n d  w i th  t h e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  ty p o g r a p h e r s  Ramdn 

Romero R o sa  an d  J o s d  F e r r e r  y  F e r r e r ,  P o r v e n i r  S o c i a l  a l s o  

p ro m o te d  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n 's  p ro g ra m  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  eco n o m ic  

re fo rm s . 18

T h e  F e d e ra c i6 n  R e g io n a l p r e s e n t e d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  an d  

econom ic p rog ram  a t  a  s p e c i a l  a ssem b ly  convened  by t h e  i s l a n d 's  

p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  on O c to b e r  3 0 , 1 8 98 . The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  

m ee tin g  was t o  draw  up a  p e t i t i o n  from  th e  p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  R ico  

t o  t h e  U .S . p r e s i d e n t .  R e p re s e n t in g  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r ,  t h e  FRT 

d e c la r e d  i t s e l f  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  a n n e x a tio n  o f  P u e r to  R ic o  by  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e x te n s io n  o f  U .S . i n s t i t u t i o n s  

t o  P u e r to  R ic o , e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  sc h o o l sy s te m  and t h e  sy s te m  o f  

s a n i t a t i o n .  The F e d e r a t io n  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  b e l i e f  t h a t  p u b l ic  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h o u ld  be  h o n e s t  and  d e m o c r a t ic .  In  r e g a r d  t o

17I b i d . , p .  222 and  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  Luchas 
e m a n c ip a d o ra s , p .  94 .

18S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t i n ,  Luchas e m a n c ip ad o ra s .  p .  9 4 .

19R a f a e l  A lo n so  T o r re s ,  C u a re n ta  aflos de  lu c h a  p r o l e t a r i a .
p . 208.
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econom ic  r e f o r m s ,  t h e  FRT p ro p o s e d  a n  e i g h t  h o u r  w ork  d a y , a  

minimum wage la w , an  end  t o  t h e  em ploym ent o f  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  th e  

a g e  o f  f i f t e e n ,  a  governm ent sy s te m  o f  w o rk e r s ' c o m p e n sa tio n , a  

m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e  p ro g ra m , a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s c h o o l  

c a f e t e r i a s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  an d  low  c o s t  p u b l i c  k i t c h e n s  f o r  

w o rk e rs .20

C e r ta in  a s p e c t s  s ta n d  o u t  a b o u t t h e  FR: i t  c o n s t i t u t e d  an  

o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  s k i l l e d  u rb a n  a r t i s a n s ;  i t  p rom o ted  a  r e f o r m i s t  

p o l i t i c a l  a n d  eco n o m ic  p ro g ra m ; a n d  i t  a d v o c a te d  a  c l o s e  

p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c i a to n  w ith  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  T h is  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  P u e r to  R ican  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement th ro u g h o u t 

t h e  p e r io d  u n d e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n .  S k i l l e d  u rb a n  w o rk e rs  d o m in a ted  

i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  e v e n  a f t e r  i t  o r g a n iz e d  a  l a r g e  num ber o f  

u n s k i l l e d  r u r a l  w o rk e rs . I t  c o n t in u a l ly  p ro m o ted  an  e s s e n t i a l l y  

r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c a l  p ro g ram , e v en  th o u g h  many o f  i t s  m embers 

w e re  r a d i c a l l y  s o c i a l i s t  an d  a n a r c h i s t ,  a n d  i t  c a l l e d  f o r  a 

c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  e v e n  th o u g h  some 

w i th in  i t s  r a n k s  a d v o c a te d  P u e r to  R ican  p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e .

T he F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l , h o w ev er, d i d  n o t  l a s t  f o r  v e ry  

lo n g .  I t  s p l i t  when t h e  P a r t id o  R e p u b lic a n o  a t te m p te d  t o  t a k e  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h i s  w o rk e r s ' o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  i t s  own p o l i t i c a l  

o b j e c t i v e s .  A f t e r  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s '  o c c u p a t io n  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , 

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  an d  h a ce n d ad o s  c h an g e d  t h e i r  nam es an d  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c s .  The P a r t id o  A u to n o m is ts  became t h e  P a r t id o  R ep u b lica n o

20S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  L uchas p p . 9 5 -9 6 .
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an d  t h e  P a r t i d o  L ib e r a l  becam e t h e  P a r t i d o  F e d e r a l . The l a t t e r  

r e p r e s e n te d  t h e  i s l a n d 's  h a ce n d ad o s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  in v o lv e d  

i n  c o f f e e  an d  s u g a r  c u l t i v a t i o n .  The fo rm e r was p r i n c i p a l l y  th e  

p a r t y  o f  i s l a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  L aw y ers , d o c to r s ,  p h a rm a c is t s ,  

a n d  e n g i n e e r s  d o m in a te d  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a l th o u g h  i t  a l s o  

in c lu d e d  some a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s ,  m e rc h a n ts , and  a r t i s a n s . 21

D u r in g  t h e  War o f  1 8 9 8 , many h a c e n d a d o s  a n d  i s la n d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  p le d g e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  S p a in . However, a f t e r  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  to o k  o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d ,  th e y  becam e p ro -U .S . B oth 

p a r t i e s  s u p p o r te d  t h e  a n n e x a tio n  o f  P u e r to  R ico  by t h e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  and  b o th  w an ted  i t  t o  becom e a  s t a t e  o f  t h e  u n io n .  The 

d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  th e  two p a r t i e s  was t h a t  w h ereas t h e  P a r t id o  

F e d e ra l  w as m o d e ra te  i n  i t s  p ro - U .S .  s e n t im e n t ,  t h e  P a r t id o  

R e p u b lica n o  w as i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  im m e d ia te  A m e r ic a n iz a t io n  o f  

P u e r to  R ic o . The R ep u b lican o s q u ic k ly  a c q u ie s c e d  t o  th e  c o lo n ia l  

s t a t u s  t h e  F o ra k e r  A ct o f  1900 im posed on th e  i s l a n d ,  w h i le  th e  

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  F e d e ra le s  lo u d ly  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  c l e a r  c o l o n i a l  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  A f t e r  1 9 0 4 , t h e  P a r t id o  

F e d e ra l  d is b a n d e d  and  i t s  members becam e th e  c o re  c o n s t i tu e n t s  

o f  t h e  P a r t i d o  U nidn d e  P u e r to  R ic o . O rg a n iz e d  t o  com bat th e  

c o l o n i a l i s m  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  F o r a k e r  A c t ,  t h e  P a r t i d o  Uni6n. 

c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  r i g h t  w in g , u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  L u is  Nuiioz 

R iv e r a ,  w h ich  a d v o c a te d  p o l i t i c a l  autonom y f o r  t h e  i s l a n d ,  and  a 

l e f t  w in g , u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  J o s 6  d e  D ieg o , t h a t  demanded 

P u e r to  R ic a n  in d ep e n d en c e .

21 F ra n c  i s  c o  S c a ra n o , P u e r to  R ic o , c in c o  s i c l o s  d e  h i s t o r i a , 
p . 5 75 .
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Soon a f t e r  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l , t h e  

P a r t id o  R e p u b lic a n o  t r i e d  t o  e n l i s t  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t .  

However, m ost FRT le a d e r s  to o k  t h e  p o s i t io n  t h a t  p a r t i s a n  p a r ty  

p o l i t i c s  o n ly  s e r v e d  t o  d i v id e  w o rk e rs  and  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  

d e c la r e  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  R e p u b lic a n o s . A ccord ing  

t o  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  u r g e d  

w orkers t o  d e c id e  on p o l i t i c s  a s  th e y  saw f i t  and  t o  b e lo n g  t o  

w h a te v e r  p a r t y  t h e y  w a n te d , o r  t o  none i f  t h a t  was t h e i r  

c h o ic e .22 N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  R ep u b lican o s c o n s p ir e d  t o  ta k e  o v e r  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  w o rk e r s ' f e d e r a t i o n .  They o f f e r e d  money a n d  

governm ent p o s i t i o n s  t o  F e d e ra c i6 n  l e a d e r s ,  su c h  a s  f i r s t  v i c e -  

p r e s id e n t  R osendo  R iv e ra ,  i n  ex ch a n g e  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  T hey 

w an ted  t o  p u t  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  P a r t id o

R ep u b lican o . ^ 3

The R e p u b lic a n o s . who w ere  i n  t h e  m in o r i ty  a t  t h e  t im e ,  

w a n ted  t o  t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  g ro w in g  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  

o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e r s ' movement and  w ere  p re p a re d  t o  do a n y th in g  to  

o b ta in  i t s  s u p p o r t .  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  c la im e d  t h i s  was p a r t  o f  a  

p l o t  t o  u n d e rm in e  t h e  s t r e n g th  o f  t h e  new m ovem ent w h ich  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  v iew ed  a s  a  t h r e a t .  On June  18, 1899, s u p p o r te r s  

o f  t h e  R ep u b lican o s  w i th in  t h e  FRT c a l l e d  a  m ass m e e tin g  o f  

w o rk e rs . C haos b ro k e  o u t  when t h o s e  opposed  t o  c o n v e r t in g  t h e  

FRT i n to  a  t o o l  o f  t h e  R epub licanos c h a l le n g e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  

th o s e  who had  o rg a n iz e d  th e  m e e tin g .

22santiago Iglesias, Luchas emancioadoras. p . 110 .

23ibid.
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F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib re

A f t e r  t h e  m u n ic ip a l  p o l i c e  in te r v e n e d  i n  t h e  a ssem b ly  h a l l  

w here  t h e  m e e tin g  to o k  p l a c e ,  a  m a jo r i ty  g ro u p  o f  FRT members 

l e f t  t h e  a u d i to r iu m  and  re c o n v e n e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  P o rv e n ir  

S o c i a l . T h ey  t h e n  fo u n d e d  t h e  F e d e r a c i 6 n  L i b r e  d e  l o s  

T ra b a i a d o re s  de  P u e r to  R ico  and th e  P a r t id o  O b re ro  S o c i a l i s t a  a s  

i t s  p o l i t i c a l  w in g . P o rv e n ir  S o c ia l  was d e c l a r e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

o rg a n  o f  t h e  new f e d e r a t i o n .  The f i r s t  c e n t r a l  com m itee o f  t h e  

FLT c o n s i s t e d  o f  d e le g a te s  from  v a r io u s  t r a d e  u n io n s  in c lu d in g  

t y p e s e t t e r s , m a s o n s , c a r p e n t e r s , p a i n t e r s ,  s t e v e d o r e s , a n d  

c ig a rm a k e rs .  Members o f  th e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  c o u ld  b e lo n g  t o  any  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  The P a r t i d o  O b re ro , h o w e v e r , r e q u i r e d  i t s  

members t o  b e lo n g  t o  th e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e . E x c lu d ed  from  th e  new 

p a r ty  w e re  w o rk e rs  w ith  com m itm ents t o  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  o r  who " in  

some d i r e c t  way w ere  v o l u n t a r i l y  s e r v in g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  

e m p lo y e r  c l a s s  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s . "24 T he 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  w o rk e rs ' p a r t y  was an e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  FLT 

l e a d e r s 1 b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  la n d o w n e rs  and 

p r o f e s s o n a l s  c o u ld  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  

c l a s s .  I t  was a l s o  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  com m itm ent t o  th e  id e a  

t h a t  w o r k e r s  h a d  t o  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  own 

e m a n c ip a tio n .

The new f e d e r a t i o n  a d o p te d  t h e  same g o a l s  and  t h e  econom ic , 

s o c i a l ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p rogram  t h a t  had  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r

2 * l b i d . ,  p .  114. (T h is  and  a l l  su b se q u e n t t r a n s l a t i o n s  from  t h e  
S p a n ish  by  t h e  a u th o r . )
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t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a c i6 n  R e g io n a l. F rom  i t s  

i n c e p t i o n ,  t h e  F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib r e  e s p o u s e d  a  com m itm ent t o  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s m .  Y e t, i t s  p o l i t i c a l  

p rog ram  fo c u s e d  on  r e f o r m is t  and  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  o b j e c t i v e s .  The 

F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  e n d o rs e d  th e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  F i r s t  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and  t h e  P a r t id o  O b re ro  S o c i a l i s t s  d e c l u e d  i t s e l f  

i n  f a v o r  o f  M arxism . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  p a r ty  became a f f i l i a t e d  t o  

t h e  S o c i a l i s t  W orkers P a r ty  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  from  w hich  i t  

r e c e iv e d  a  c h a r t e r  a s  th e  s o c i a l i s t  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  " s t a t e  

o f  P u e r to  R i c o ."25

T h e re  i s  no  e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  w as e v e r  an y  c l o s e  

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e tw een  th e  w o rk e rs ' movement i n  P u e r to  R ico  and 

t h e  S o c i a l i s t  W o rk e rs  P a r t y  o f  A m e ric a  o r  t h a t  t h e  SWP 

c o n t r i b u te d  i n  any  way t o  t h e  w o rk e r s ’ s t r u g g l e  on t h e  i s l a n d .  

I n  any  c a s e ,  t h e  P a r t id o  O brero  S o c i a l i s t a  n e v e r  becam e a  v i a b l e  

p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y .  T he FLT d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

s t r e n g t h  o r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  m a in ta in  a  

w o r k in g - c la s s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  A c co rd in g  t o  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  

w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ico  had l i t t l e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  s o c ia l i s m  and  

e q u a te d  i t  t o  s o m e th in g  a k in  t o  " th e  e m a n c ip a to ry  id e o lo g y  

p re a c h e d  by  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  I t  was f o r  them  an  i n t u i t i v e  id e a l i s m  

o f  j u s t i c e  an d  w e l f a r e . " 2 6  The p a r t y  d is a p p e a r e d  a f t e r  o n ly  a  

s h o r t  t im e  an d  i t  w ould  be  many y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  FLT o rg a n iz e d  

a n o th e r  s o c i a l i s t  p a r t y .

25I b i d . , p .  118.

26I b i d . ,  p p . 118-119 .
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P o l i t i c a l  P rogram

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  i t s  f o u n d in g /  t h e  new l a b o r  f e d e r a t i o n  

ap p ro v e d  a  d o cu m en t, B eaiam anto  de  l a  F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib r e  d e  lo s  

T ra b a ia d o re s  d e  P u e r to  R ic o , w h ich  a r t i c u l a t e d  i t s  g o a l s .  The 

F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  s o u g h t  t o  u n i t e  a l l  w o rk e rs  on t h e  i s l a n d  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s e x  o r  ty p e  o f  l a b o r  p e r fo rm e d . I t s  b ro a d  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  w o rk e rs  i n c lu d e d  m an u a l l a b o r e r s ,  a r t i s a n s ,  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  and  governm ent em p lo y ees . The FLT em p h asized  t h a t  

o n ly  th ro u g h  u n i t y  w ould  w o rk e rs  a c h ie v e  "econom ic a n d  s o c i a l  

e m a n c ip a tio n "  an d  d e s t r o y  once  and  f o r  a l l  ig n o ra n c e ,  low  wage 

s l a v e r y ,  t h e  ty r a n n y  o f  e m p lo y e rs , u n j u s t  and  inhum ane la w s , 

u s u r y ,  and  c o r r u p t io n .  27 i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  n o te ,  h o w ev er, t h e  

r h e t o r i c a l  n a tu r e  o f  t h i s  la n g u a g e  and  t h a t  i n  c o n c r e te  te rm s , 

t h e  im m e d ia te  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  FLT w e re  a  g r e a t  d e a l  m ore 

m odest.

L ik e  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l b e f o r e  i t ,  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  

F e d e ra c id n  L ibre fo c u s e d  on a m e l i o r a t i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

l a b o r .  I t  p ro p o se d  u s in g  u n io n  d u es  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  r e s e r v e  fund  

f o r  u s e  i n  l a b o r  s t r u g g le s  f o r  b e t t e r  w ag es , im proved  w o rk in g  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  an  e i g h t  h o u r  w ork d a y . The f e d e r a t i o n  a l s o  

a d v o c a te d  c o o p e r a t io n ,  s o l i d a r i t y ,  and  m u tu a l a id  among w o rk e rs  

and so u g h t t o  i n c u l c a t e  among them  t h e  g o a l  o f  " e m a n c ip a tio n ” a s  

t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  o r g a n iz a t io n .  In  i t s  e f f o r t  t o  e n h a n c e  th e  

m o ra l and  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t io n s  o f  w o rk e rs  t h e  FLT c a l l e d  f o r  t h e

27R eqlam ento  d e  l a  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  d e  lo s  T ra b a ia d o re s  d e
P u e r to  R ic o . S an  J u a n , A ugust 2 4 , 1900.
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governm ent t o  e s t a b l i s h  d ay  and  e v e n in g  s c h o o ls  f o r  c h i l d r e n  and 

a d u l t s . 28

The F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  a p p e a le d  f o r  t h e  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  t h e  

l i b e r a l  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  h ad  e x te n d e d  t o  

P u e r to  R ic o . T h ese  in c lu d e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e  sp e e c h  and  t o  a 

f r e e  p r e s s ,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a s s e m b ly , t h e  r i g h t  t o  fo rm  l a b o r  

u n io n s ,  and  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e  f o r  h ig h e r  w ages and  im proved  

w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s .  I t  a d v o c a te d  th e  a n n e x a tio n  o f  P u e r to  R ico 

by  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  a n d  a d a m a n tly  o p p o se d  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  

a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  eco n o m ic  and  

p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  who w a n ted  in d e p e n d e n c e . The FLT v iew ed  U n ited  

S t a t e s '  c i t i z e n s h i p  and  U .S . s t a t e h o o d  a s  t h e  b e s t  way t o  

s a fe g u a rd  th e  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  o f  w o rk e rs  on  th e  i s l a n d .

The FLT a l s o  a c t i v e l y  s o l i c i t e d  t h e  m o ra l , p o l i t i c a l ,  and 

m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  U .S . w o rk in g  c l a s s  an d  c a l l e d  f o r  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  U .S . l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  In  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  so u g h t t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  

o f  L a b o r  a n d  i n  S e p te m b e r  o f  1 9 0 1 , t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  

a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  th e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r. 29

The r e f o r m i s t  g o a ls  o f  t h e  FLT w ere  l a t e r  r e i t e r a t e d  i n  a  

docum ent a d d re s s e d  t o  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  L e g i s l a t i v e  A sse m b ly .30 I n  

t h i s  a p p e a l ,  t h e  FLT fo c u s e d  on t h e  econom ic and  s o c i a l  p rob lem s

28 i b i d .

2°igualdad Iglesias de Pag An, El obrerismo en P u e r to  Rico. Apoca 
de Santiago Iolesias (1896-19051 . (Palencia de Castilla: 
Ediciones Juan Ponce de Ledn, 1 9 7 3 ), p .  160 .

30E x p o s ic i6 n  d e  l a  F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib r e  de lo s  T ra b a i a d o re s  de  
P u e r to  R ico  (S an  Ju a n : T ip o g r a f la  B o le t in  M e r c a n t i l ,  1 9 1 6 ).
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t h a t  dem anded  t h e  d e c i s i v e  a n d  e n e r g e t i c  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  c i t e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  c a u s e d  by t h e  e x i s t i n g  

sy s te m  o f  p r o d u c t io n  and th e  b ig  c o r p o r a t io n s  t h a t  in v e s te d  i n  

P u e r to  R ic o .  I t  a l s o  n o te d  t h e  p ro b lem s a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  a  40 

p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .  The m e a su re s  p ro p o s e d  

in c lu d e d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a  P e o p l e s ' Bank a n d  a  p l a n  t o  

s t i m u l a t e  a g r i c u l t u r e  and n a t i v e  i n d u s t r i e s .  I t  a l s o  a d v o c a te d  

m u n ic ip a l  p u b l i c  m a rk e ts  an d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  b a s i c  

s u b s is t e n c e  goo d s.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e s e  p r o p o s a l s ,  t h e  FLT s o u g h t  a  law  t o  

co m p en sa te  w o rk e rs  f o r  j o b - r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s ,  a  minimum wage f o r  

women o f  e ig h t y  c e n t s  f o r  a n  e i g h t  h o u r  d a y  ( th e y  th e n  e a rn e d  

tw e n ty  f i v e  c e n t s  p e r  d a y ) , t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  b a r r i o s  o b re ro s  

( s p e c i a l  h o u s in g  co m m u n itie s  f o r  w o r k e r s ) ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  

a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  t o  accom odate  t h e  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  c h i l d r e n  who 

la c k e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  an  en d  t o  c o n v i c t  l a b o r ,  m ore 

pow er a n d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d ’ s L a b o r  B u re a u , a n d  t h e  

r e g u l a t i o n  o f  p o o l h a l l s ,  h o r s e  r a c i n g ,  and  t a v e r n s .

I n  i t s  1920 C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  FLT d e c la r e d  t h a t  a s  a  m a t te r  

o f  p r i n c i p l e ,  i t  was com m itted  t o  th e  e m a n c ip a tio n  o f  l a b o r  and  

c a l l e d  up o n  a l l  w age w o rk e rs  t o  u n i t e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e ,  

r e l i g i o n ,  o r  p o l i t i c s ,  " to  o b t a i n  th e  n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o u r  c l a s s . " 31 I t  w en t on t o  a f f i r m  t h e  w o rk e rs ' 

r i g h t  t o  o r g a n iz e  t r a d e  u n io n s  an d  t o  go  o n  s t r i k e ,  when no 

o t h e r  m eans f o r  im p ro v in g  l a b o r  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  a v a i l a b l e .

31C o n s t i tu c i6 n  d e  l a  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  de  l o s  T ra b a ia d o re a  de 
P u e r to  R ico  (San  J u a n :  T ip o g r a f ia  Compaflfa E d i t o r a  d e  
" J u s t i c i a , " 1 9 2 1 ).
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S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  so u g h t an e i g h t  h o u r w ork d ay  and  a  f o r t y  f o u r  

h o u r  w eek . I t  a l s o  p ro m o te d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  u n io n  l a b e l .  I t  

s t a t e d  t h a t  no m o tio n  t o  d e c l a r e  a  b o y c o t t  w o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  

by  FLT C o n g re s s e s  u n l e s s  t h i s  was i n  a c c o r d  w i th  t h e  AFL 

C o n s t i t u t i o n .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was th e  o b l ig a t io n  

o f  t h e  F L T 's  L e g i s l a t i v e  C om m ission t o  p r e p a r e ,  s u p p o r t ,  an d  

o v e r s e e  a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  m easu re s  w h ich  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  

a f f e c t e d  w o rk e rs  an d  t o  i n i t i a t e ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

E x e c u tiv e  C om m ittee, l e g i s l a t i v e  m easures w h ich  th e  FLT C ongress 

h ad  a g re e d  t o .

L abo r S t ru g g le s

The F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  made a  com m ittm ent t o  o rg a n iz e  a l l  o f  

t h e  w o rk e rs  o f  P u e r to  R ic o : men a s  w e l l  a s  women, w h i te  and  

b l a c k ,  u rb a n  and  r u r a l ,  and  s k i l l e d  and  u n s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs . I n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  o r g a n iz in g  r u r a l  

w o rk e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  su g a rc a n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  and  c e n t r a l s .  

L ed  by  s k i l l e d  u rb a n  a r t i s a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c ig a r m a k e r s ,  i t  

l a u n c h e d  a n  o r g a n i z i n g  d r i v e  t o  u n i o n i z e  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  

i n c r e a s in g l y  p r o l e t a r i a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  la b o r  f o r c e . 32

T h is  o rg a n iz in g  e f f o r t ,  t h e  eam paft* d e l  I d e a l , su c ce ed e d  i n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  d o zen s  o f  u n io n s  o f  r u r a l  l a b o r e r s  t o  com plem ent 

th e  many u n io n s  o f  c r a f t  w o rk e rs ,  su c h  a s  c a r p e n t e r s ,  b a k e r s ,  

m aso n s, and  sh o e m a k e rs , t h a t  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  o r g a n iz e d  i n  u rb an  

a r e a s .  R a fa e l  A lonso  T o r re s ,  S e c r e ta r y  G e n e ra l o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n

32G e rv a s io  G a rc ia  a n d  A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra ,  D e a a f io  v 
a o l i d a r i d a d .  p .  5 9 .
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L ib r e , r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  num ber o f  FLT u n io n s  and  members h ad  

i n c r e a s e d  fro m  30 u n io n s  w i th  5 ,5 0 0  m em bers i n  1900 t o  159 

u n io n s  w i t h  3 1 ,0 0 0  members i n  1923 .33  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  U .S . 

Census B u re a u , t h e r e  w ere  261 ,789  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  

R ico  i n  1 9 3 0 .34 By 1934, t h e  FLT c la im e d  o v e r  5 0 ,0 0 0  members i n  

180 a f f i l i a t e d  u n i o n s .35 M ost m em bers w e re  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

w o rk e rs .

T h r o u g h o u t  an  a lm o s t  t h i r t y  y e a r  p e r i o d ,  t h e  FLT 

c o u ra g e o u s ly  s to o d  up f o r  t h e  eco n o m ic , p o l i t i c a l ,  and  s o c i a l  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ican  w o rk in g  c l a s s  and cham pioned many 

m i l i t a n t  an d  l a r g e - s c a l e  s t r i k e  m ovem ents. As a  co n seq u e n ce , th e  

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  w i th s to o d  y e a r s  o f  p e r s e c u t io n  

and v i o l e n t  r e p r e s s io n  a t  th e  hands o f  h a c e n d a d o s , t h e  p o l i c e ,  

and l o c a l  governm ent a u t h o r i t i e s .

Two o u t s t a n d i n g  e x a m p le s  o f  m i l i t a n t  F L T - le d  s t r i k e  

movements w ere  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs ' s t r i k e s  o f  1905-06 , and  

1915-16 s u g a r - h a r v e s t  s e a s o n s .  In  1905, t h e  FLT l e d  a  s t r i k e  o f  

o v e r  2 0 ,0 0 0  su g a rc a n e  l a b o r e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  s o u th e r n  c o a s t  o f  th e  

i s l a n d . 35 S t r i k i n g  w o rk ers  demanded a r a i s e  in  wages t o  75 c e n t s

33R a fa e l  A lo n so  T o r re s ,  C u a re n ta  aiios d e  lu c h a  p r o l e t a r i a  (San 
Ju a n : Im p re n ta  B a ld r ic h ,  1 9 3 9 ), p .  263 .

34U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  B ureau o f  th e  C en su s, F i f t e e n th  C ensus o f  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s .  1930. O u tlv in o  T e r r i t o r i e s  and  P o s s e s s io n s  
(W ash in g to n , D .C .: U .S . Governm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1932 ), p . 
185.

35I b id .

35S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  Luchas V o l. 1 ,
p .  338.
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f o r  a  n in e  h o u r d a y . They j u s t i f i e d  th e s e  demands on th e  b a s i s  

o f  a  r i s e  i n  th e  p r i c e  o f  s u g a r  on th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a rk e t.

D u r in g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  e m p lo y e r s  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e rn m e n t 

a u t h o r i t i e s  s u b j e c t e d  w o rk e rs  a n d  FLT l e a d e r s  t o  s e v e r e  

r e p r e s s io n .  S t r i k e r s  w ere  d e n ie d  b a s ic  d e m o c ra tic  l i b e r t i e s  su ch  

a s  freedom  o f  sp e ec h  and  th e  r i g h t  o f  a sse m b ly . F o r  exam ple , t h e  

p o l i c e  s u p p re s s e d  a  p e a c e f u l  l a b o r  m e e tin g  i n  t h e  P la z a  d e  l a s  

D e l i c i a s  i n  Ponce on A p r i l  16, 1905 . Many w o rk e rs  w ere  b e a te n  

and  a r r e s t e d . 37 In  h i s  a n n u a l r e p o r t  f o r  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  G overnor 

o f  P u e r to  R ico  commended th e s e  o f f i c e r s  an d  t h e i r  men, " f o r  th e  

e x c e l l e n t  s e r v i c e  r e n d e r e d  by  them  u n d e r  t h e  m o s t t r y i n g  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s ." 38 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p o l i c e  v io le n c e ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t im e  e v e r ,  s t r i k i n g  w o rk e rs  and t h e i r  l e a d e r s  w ere  i s s u e d  c o u r t  

i n j u n c t i o n s .38 N e e d le ss  t o  s a y ,  t h e  w o rk e rs  l o s t  t h e  s t r i k e .

The fo l lo w in g  y e a r ,  su g a rc a n e  w o rk e rs  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  

A re c ib o  a g a in  w ent on  s t r i k e  f o r  h ig h e r  w ages and  a  s h o r t e r  w ork 

day  i n  a  p r o t e s t  t h a t  l a s t e d  a b o u t two m o n th s . A lth o u g h  p e a c e f u l  

a t  f i r s t  t h e  s t r i k e  t u r n e d  v i o l e n t  when p l a n t a t i o n  ow ners 

b ro u g h t  i n  s t r i k e b r e a k e r s .  The s t r i k i n g  w o rk e rs  a t t a c k e d  them  

and  th e n  a t te m p te d  t o  b re a k  m a c h in e ry  an d  s e t  c a n e  f i e l d s  on 

f i r e .  H ow ever, a c c o rd in g  t o  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  

F e d e ra c id n  L i b r e , " e v e ry w h e re  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w e re  p u t  i n

37F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib r e  d e  P once , "16 d e  a b r i l  d e  1905, C rim enes 
p o l i c i a c o s , "  (P once: E s ta b le c im ie n to  t i p .  de  M. L 6pez , 1905).

38F i f t h  A nnual R e p o rt o f  th e  G overnor o f  P o r to  R ico  (W ashington , 
D .C .: G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 0 5 ) ,p .  144 .

38S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  Luchas e m a n c ip a d o ra s . V o l. 1 , 
p .  339.
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command a s  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  p r e v e n t  v io le n c e  by 

th e  s t r i k e r s , "  an d  t h i s  s t r i k e  w as a l s o  l o s t . 40 I n  t h e  y e a r s  

t h a t  f o l lo w e d  t h e  FLT c o n t i n u e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  among r u r a l  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs  and  le a d  t h e i r  s t r i k e  m ovem ents f o r  h ig h e r  

w a g e s , s h o r t e r  h o u r s , and  b e t t e r  w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s . .  T h ese  

e f f o r t s  c u lm in a te d  i n  t h e  g r e a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r i k e s  o f  19 1 5 - 

16.

I n  J a n u a r y ,  1915 a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  s u g a r  

p l a n t a t i o n s  an d  m i l l s  w en t on a  s t r i k e  t h a t  l a s t e d  tw o m o n th s . 

T h is  was t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  s t r i k e  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  P u e r to  R ico  

up t o  t h e n .  The F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  a g a in  p la y e d  a  le a d in g  r o l e  i n  

a  s t r i k e  t h a t  s o u g h t  h ig h e r  w ages and  s h o r t e r  h o u rs  o f  w ork. 

L a b o re r s  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  w ages t h e y  r e c e i v e d  w e re  n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g ,  t h a t  t h e i r  11 t o  12 h o u r  

w orkday d id  n o t  a l lo w  them  enough  t im e  t o  h a v e  lu n c h  o r  r e s t ,  

t h a t  t h e y  w e re  c o m p e lle d  t o  sh o p  i n  com pany s t o r e s  t h a t  

o v e rc h a rg e d  them  f o r  i n f e r i o r  g o o d s , and  t h a t  th e y  w ere  p a id  

t h e i r  w ages i n  t h e s e  same s t o r e s  o n ly  a f t e r  t h e  ow ners h a d  

d e d u c te d  t h e  am ount owed th em . The s t r i k e r s  won an  i n c r e a s e  i n  

w ages b u t  a f t e r  t h e  h a r v e s t  th o u s a n d s  o f  men w e re  l e t  go an d  

w ages f o r  r e m a in in g  w o rk e rs  w ere  r e d u c e d  t o  w h a t th e y  had  b e en  

b e f o r e  t h e  s t r i k e . 41

40S ix th  A nnual R e p o r t o f  t h e  G overnor o f  P o r to  R ic o .
(W ash in g to n , D .C .s Governm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 0 5 ), 
p p . 1 9 9 -2 0 0 .

41 F o u r th  A nnual R e p o rt o f  th e  B ureau  o f  L ab o r t o  t h e  L e g i s l a tu r e  
o f  P u e r to  R ic o  (S an  J u a n : B ureau  o f  S u p p l ie s ,  P r i n t i n g ,  and  
T r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  1 9 1 6 ), p .  7 .
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D u rin g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  a n g ry  w o rk e rs  b u rn e d  can e  f i e l d s  i n  many 

d i s t r i c t s  a n d  c a u s e d  g r e a t  dam age t o  p l a n t a t i o n  p r o p e r t i e s .  

C la s h e s  b e tw ee n  s t r i k i n g  w o rk e rs  and  t h e  p o l i c e  to o k  p la c e  i n  

J u n c o s ,  V ie q u e s ,  an d  P o n ce  an d  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  s t r i k e r s  w ere  

k i l l e d . 42 A r e p o r t  by  a  U .S . com m ission  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  th e  

s t r i k e  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  i t  was j u s t i f i e d  and  t h a t  s t r i k i n g  

w o rk e rs  h ad  b e en  p ro v o k ed  i n t o  v io le n c e .  I t  a l s o  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  

th e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs ' r i g h t s  by  l o c a l  p o l i c e  and  r u r a l  

m a g i s t r a t e s  was i n e x c u s a b le .42

The n e x t  y e a r ,  s u g a r  w o rk e rs  s t r u c k  a g a in  i n  a  movement 

t h a t  q u i c k l y  s p r e a d  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  s u g a r -p ro d u c in g  

a r e a s .  T h is  t im e  t h e  s t r i k e  in v o lv e d  b e tw een  3 0 ,0 0 0  and 4 0 ,0 0 0  

w o rk e rs  a g a in  s e e k in g  h ig h e r  w ages a n d  a  s h o r t e r  w ork d a y .44 

A lth o u g h  m ore  p e a c e f u l  th a n  t h e  s t r i k e  t h e  p r e v io u s  y e a r ,  

s e v e r a l  v i o l e n t  c l a s h e s  b ro k e  o u t  b e tw e e n  s t r i k e r s  a n d  th e  

p o l i c e .  I n  J u a n a  D ia z , tw o w o rk e rs  w e re  k i l l e d  an d  s e v e r a l  

w ounded.45

The sam e c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  p r o v id e d  t h e  FLT w i th  f e r t i l e  

t e r r a i n  f o r  o r g a n i z in g  r u r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  a l s o  

e x p la in e d  t h e  f a i l u r e s .  The low  w ages an d  m is e r a b le  w o rk in g

42F i f t e e n t h  A nnual R e p o rt o f  th e  G overno r o f  P o r to  R ic o . 
(W ash in g to n , D .C .: G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 1 5 ), 1915, p .  
36 .

42F o u r th  A nnual R e p o rt o f  t h e  B ureau  o f  L a b o r , p .  9 .

44S ix te e n th  A nnual R e p o rt o f  th e  G overno r o f  P o r to  R ico  
(W ash in g to n , D .C .: G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 1 6 ), p .  31 .

45F o u r th  A nnual R e p o rt o f  t h e  B ureau  o f  L a b o r , p . 11 .
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c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  w e re  b a s e d  on  a  s-u rp lu s  o f  l a b o r .  

D u rin g  s t r i k e  movements t o  im prove wages an d  w ork ing  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

t h i s  sam e e x c e s s  w o rk fo rc e  p ro v id e d  a  p o o l  o f  s t r i k e b r e a k e r s  

t h a t  e m p lo y e rs  r e a d i l y  u t i l i z e d  t o  un d erm in e  s t r i k e  a c t i v i t y .  

T he lo w  w a g e s ,  s e a s o n a l  em p lo y m en t a n d  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  

unem ploym ent an d  underem p loym en t made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  r u r a l  

w o rk e rs  t o  s u s t a i n  th e  n u m e ric a l and f i n a n c i a l  s t r e n g th  o f  t h e i r  

n a c e n t  l a b o r  u n io n s .  M oreover, d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c o n d i t io n s  

w ere  so  h a r s h ,  t h e  v io le n c e  t h a t  em p lo y ers  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a in s t  

s t r i k e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  t a c i t  a p p r o v a l  o f  l o c a l  g o v e rn m e n t 

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  c a u se d  even  g r e a t e r  s u f f e r i n g .  I t  was n o t  uncommon 

f o r  s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n  o p e r a to r s  t o  p ro v id e  t h e  p o l ic e  w ith  room 

a n d  b o a rd  on  p l a n t a t i o n  p r o p e r t y  d u r in g  s t r i k e s . I n  t h i s  

c o n t e x t ,  t h e  FLT p ro m o te d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  a n  

e f f e c t i v e  and v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  s t r i k e  m ovem ents.

P a r ty  P o l i t i c s

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p ro m o tin g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  l a b o r  th ro u g h  i t s  

o r g a n iz in g  e f f o r t s  and  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  s t r i k e  m ovem ents, th e  

F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib re  a l s o  to o k  p a r t  i n  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s .  The FLT 

b e l i e v e d  i n  e l e c t o r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  a n o th e r  means t o  im prove 

t h e  e co n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  w o r k e r s .  From  t h e  

b e g in n in g , t h e  FLT a r t i c u l a t e d  an  a v e r s io n  t o  w ork ing  in  c o n c e r t  

w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  h a ce n d ad o  an d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  e l i t e s .  However, i n  p r a c t i c e  t h e  FLT, and l a t e r  i t s  

p o l i t i c a l  w in g , t h e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i a t a . e n t e r e d  i n t o  num erous 

e l e c t o r a l  p a c t s  an d  c o a l i t i o n s  w i th  th o s e  p a r t i e s .
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A f t e r  t h e  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs ' movement r e f u s e d  t o  a l l y  w ith  

th e  P a r t i d o  R ep u b lican o  i n  t h e  summer o f  1899 , members o f  t h e  PR 

l e d  a  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  FLT.46 T hey a l s o  a t t a c k e d  th e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  P a r t i d o  F e d e ra l  w i th  whom t h e y  w e re  i n  

c o m p e ti t io n  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  l o c a l  governm ent i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  

o f  1900 . T h ese  a t t a c k s  w e re  so  s e v e re  t h a t  many l a b o r  l e a d e r s  

f e a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s  an d  PF l e a d e r ,  L u is  Munoz R iv e r a ,  w en t 

i n t o  e x i l e  i n  New York C i ty .  In  1902 , t h e  F L T 's  P a r t id o  O brero  

S o c i a l i s t a  fo rm ed an  e l e c t o r a l  p a c t  w ith  t h e  PF . T h is  agreem ent 

grew  o u t  o f  th e  r i v a l r i e s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e tw een  t h e  FLT and  th e  

PR, and  b e tw een  th e  PR and  th e  PF . The a s s o c i a t i o n  be tw een  th e  

POS and  t h e  PF was b a s e d  on  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  h ad  a  common 

enemy i n  t h e  P a r t id o  R e p u b lic a n o . F o r  t h e  w o r k e r s ' f e d e r a t io n ,  

t h e  p a c t  seem ed  a t t r a c t i v e  b e c a u s e  i t  g a v e  t h e i r  sm a ll 

o r g a n iz a t io n  some h e lp  i n  th e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  PR. F o r th e  PF, 

i t  h e lp e d  c o u n te rb a la n c e  t h e  s u p p o r t  th e  r i v a l  l a b o r  f e d e r a t i o n ,  

t h e  F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l , g av e  t h e  PR. The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  

FLT t o  t h e  AFL a l s o  im p re sse d  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  P F .47

I n  1904, a f t e r  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  PF , t h e  FLT re a c h e d  

an e l e c t o r a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  w ith  i t s  s u c c e s s o r ,  t h e  P a r t id o  Uni6n 

de  P u e r to  R ic o . Many p f  members had  jo in e d  th e  new p a r t y .  T hus, 

t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  w i th  t h e  PU, w h ich  a l lo w e d  t h e  FLT t o  ru n  

c a n d id a te s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  new p a r t y 's  t i c k e t ,  w as an  o u tg ro w th  

o f  t h e  p a c t  w ith  th e  fo rm e r  PF.

46M ariano  Negrdn P o r t i l l o ,  Las tu r b a s  r e o u b l i c a n a a . 1900-1904 
(R io  P ie d r a s :  E d ic io n e s  Hurac&n, 1990).

47G e rv a s io  L u is  G a rc ia  and  A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e r a ,  D e sa f lo  v 
s o l i d a r i d a d .  p .  5 1 .
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As a  r e s u l t  o£ i t s  c o m b in a t io n  w i t h  t h e  PU, i n  t h e  

e l e c t i o n s  o f  1 9 0 4 , s i x  FLT l a b o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  i n c lu d in g  

Ram6n Romero R o sa , won s e a t s  i n  t h e  H ouse o f  D e le g a te s ,  t h e  

lo w e r  b ra n c h  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  P u e r to  R ico  a t  t h a t  t i m e .48 

H ow ever, t h e  r u r a l  l a b o r  s t r i k e s  o f  1905 and  1906 e x p o se d  th e  

c l a s s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  betw een  t h e  P a r t id o  Unidn and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

w o rk e rs  an d  t h e  FLT d i s c o n t in u e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a g re e m e n t w ith  

t h e  hacendado  p a r t y .

I n  t h e  n e x t  tw o e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  FLT r a n  i t s  own c a n d id a te s  

in d e p e n d e n t ly .48 I n  1906 i t  r e c e i v e d  1 ,3 4 5  o u t  o f  o v e r  one  

h u n d re d  and  f i f t y  th o u sa n d  v o te s  c a s t  an d  i n  1908 i t  o b ta in e d  

j u s t  1 ,3 2 7  v o t e s . 58 T hese  p o o r  sh o w in g s l e d  t h e  FLT t o  o n ce  

a g a in  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  r u r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

w o rk e rs .  A f t e r  some o rg a n iz in g  s u c c e s s ,  and  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  

P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a  i n  1915 a s  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  w in g , t h e  FLT a g a in  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s .  By e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  PS and 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  FLT s o u g h t  t o  com plem ent t h e  

econom ic s t r u g g l e  i t  waged f o r  h ig h e r  w ag es , s h o r t e r  h o u r s ,  and 

b e t t e r  w o rk in g  c o n d i t io n s  w i th  a  p o l i t i c a l  cam paign  t o  prom ote 

t h e  e n a c tm e n t and  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  

g row ing  w o rk in g  c l a s s .

48B o l iv a r  Pag An, H i s t o r i a  da  l o s  o a r t i d o s  p o l i t i c o s .  V o l. 1 , p .  
118.

48G e rv a s io  G a rc ia  and  A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra ,  D e sa f io  v  
s o l i d a r i d a d . p .  55 .

58B o l iv a r  PagAn, H i s t o r i a  d e  l o s  o a r t i d o s  p o l i t i c o s  
o u e r to r r io u e f io a . 1898-1956. v o l .  I ,  p p . 125 & 127.
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Whereas the Autonomous Charter of 1897 had provided for 
almost universal male suffrage, the franchise for the elections 
of 1900 was restricted to men over twenty-one years of age who 
could read and write of paid taxes. This severely limited the 
number of people who could vote as only 2 2 .7  percent of the 
population was literate in Spanish.51 However, the government 
lifted the literacy requirement before the elections of 1904.52 
This made workers important participants in electoral politics.

Partido Socialista

Following the suppression of the rural strikes of 1905-06, 

the FLT organized the Partido Obrero Socialista in Arecibo, a 
labor stronghold. In 1910, the Partido Obrero. as the party was 
then known, participated in the municipal elections in the city 
of Arecibo and received only 872 votes. However, in 1912 it ran 
in the district of Arecibo and increased its vote to 2 ,3 5 9 .  Two 
years later, the party polled over 18 ,000  votes across the 
i s l a n d . 53 jn that same year, 1914 , reflecting the Federacidn1 s 
growing strength, the party expanded to San Juan, Caguas, San 
Lorenzo, Juncos, Cayey, and Guayama.54 Then in 1 9 1 5 ,  the FLT

51 Jam es D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ico : I n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Change an d  C a p i t a l i s t  Developm ent ( P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  
U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1986), p .  8 7 .

52Gervasio Luis Garcia and Angel Quintero Rivera, Desaflo v 
solidaridad. p . 52 .

53Bolivar PagAn, H is to r i a  de los partidoa politicos 
puertorr icruefiog. 1898-1956. vol. I ,  pp . 146, 150, and 164.

54partido Socialista, Actuaciones de la primera convenei6n 
regular (Bayamdn: Tipografla E l Progreso, 1915).
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fo u n d ed  P a r t i d o  S o c i a l i a t a  a s  i t s  i s l a n d - w id e  p o l i t i c a l  w in g . 

The PS was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  p u r e ly  e l e c t o r a l  p u rp o s e s  and  b u i l t  

on  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t y .  T h is  p a r t y  e x p l i c i t l y  

den o u n ced  t h e  u s e  o f  v io le n c e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t io n  o f  

i d e a s ."

The PS d e n o u n c e d  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and  

a d v o c a te d  s o c i a l i s m .  I t s  u l t im a te  g o a l  was th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  

a  w o r k e r s ' s o c i a l  d e m o c rac y , " l a  d e m o c ra c ia  s o c i a l  v  d e l  

t r a b a i o . " a n d  p u b l i c  o w n e rh ip  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  a n d  a l l  

u t i l i t i e s . 55 H ow ever, th e  p a r t y 's  p o l i t i c a l  p rogram  m ir ro re d  th e  

FL T 's r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c a l  a g en d a . Among o th e r  t h in g s ,  i t  c a l l e d  

f o r  a  p e o p le 's  b a n k , la n d  f o r  w o rk e rs , s c h o o ls  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  th e  

a b o l i t i o n  o f  c h i l d  and  c o n v ic t  l a b o r ,  a  w o rk e rs ' c o m p e n sa tio n  

p ro g ram , and  o l d  ag e  p e n s io n s .  I t  a l s o  a p p e a le d  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  

s u f f r a g e ,  th e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  th e  c o u r t  sy s te m  by re fe re n d u m  and 

r e c a l l ,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  d e a th  p e n a l ty ,  and  an  en d  t o  t h e  

u se  o f  im p riso n m e n t a s  a  form  o f  p u n ish m e n t. I n  1917, t h e  p a r ty  

p o l le d  o v e r  2 4 ,0 0 0  v o te s ,  o r  o v e r  14 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e .  I t  

won in  s i x  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  and  i t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  

P a n t in ,  was e l e c t e d  t o  th e  i s l a n d  S e n a t e .5€ I n  1920, t h e  p a r t y  

in c r e a s e d  i t s  s h a r e  o f  th e  v o te  t o  20%, o r  5 9 ,1 4 0 , and  g a in e d  

c o n t r o l  o f  e i g h t  m u n ic i p a l i t i e s .

In  1924, r e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  i t  d id  n o t  hav e  s u f f i c i e n t  v o t e r  

s u p p o r t  t o  a c h ie v e  e l e c t o r a l  s u c c e s s  on i t s  own, t h e  P a r t id o

55Proqram a d e l  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i a t a .  J u n e ,  1917.

56I b i d . ,  p .  184 .
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S o c i a l i s t a  p r o p o s e d  a n  e l e c t o r a l  p a c t  w i t h  t h e  P a r t id o  

R e p u b lic a n o . However, a  l e a d in g  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  PR sa b o ta g e d  t h a t  

id e a  and  i n s t e a d  s u p p o r te d  an  e l e c t o r a l  p a c t  w i th  t h e  P a r t id o  

U nidn a s  a  way o f  im ped ing  th e  e l e c t o r a l  ad v an ce  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs ' 

s o c i a l i s t  p a r t y .  T h e re u p o n , a  d i s s i d e n t  g ro u p  w i t h i n  t h e  PR 

fo rm ed  t h e  P a r t id o  C o n s t i tu c io n a l  H i s t6 r i c o  an d  e s t a b l i s h e d  an  

e l e c t o r a l  p a c t  known a s  t h e  C o a lic io n  ( C o a l i t io n )  w i th  t h e  PS . 

T he C o a lic id n  l o s t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1924 t o  t h e  A lia n z a  

( A l l i a n c e ) ,  a s  t h e  p a c t  be tw een  t h e  PU and  t h e  PR was known, by 

9 0 ,6 7 9  t o  16 3 ,0 4 1  v o t e s .  I t  l o s t  t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n  a s  w e l l ,  

a lth o u g h  t h e  C o a lic id n  in c r e a s e d  i t s  v o te s  t o  128 ,415  w h ile  th e  

A lia n z a  d e c re a s e d  i t s  s h a r e  t o  1 3 2 ,8 2 5 .

H i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  e x p la in e d  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  c o a l i t i o n  w ith  

d i s s i d e n t  r e p u b l i c a n s  a s  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  By 

1924, t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  FLT and  PS saw e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  a s  

t h e  b e s t  w ay t o  im p le m e n t t h e  w o r k e r s 1 p o l i t i c a l  p ro g ra m . 

H ow ever, by t h i s  t im e  t h e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a  had  begun  t o  l o s e  

im p etu s .57 The s o c i a l i s t  d r i v e  s lo w e d  down a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

econom ic s t a g n a t io n  and an  i n c r e a s in g  r a t e  o f  unem ploym ent t h a t  

l e d  t o  g ro w in g  e m ig ra t io n  t o  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  

New f o r k  C i t y .  R e a l i z i n g  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  a c h ie v e  e l e c t o r a l  

s u c c e s s  on  t h e i r  own, t h e  s o c i a l i s t s  s o u g h t  a  c o a l i t i o n  w i th  

a n o th e r  p a r t y .  A common d e s i r e  f o r  e l e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  

go v ern m en t an d  s i m i l a r  i d e a l s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  U .S . s t a te h o o d  f o r  

P u e r to  R ic o  u n i t e d  t h e  s o c i a l i s t s  and  t h e  r e p u b l i c a n s .  The

s ? F ra n c is c o  S c a ra n o , P u e r to  R ic o , c in c o  s i o l o s  d e  h i s t o r i a . 
p .  657 .
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r e p u b l i c a n s  h ad  n o t  won c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  governm en t f o r  

tw e n ty  y e a r s .  The P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a  h ad  n e v e r  b een  i n  pow er. I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  r e p u b l i c a n s  s u p p o r te d  U .S . s t a t e h o o d  f o r  t h e  

i s l a n d  and  i n  1923 th e  same g o a l  becam e p a r t  o f  t h e  SP p rog ram .

W hile  t h e  C o a lic i6 n  d id  n o t  w in  any  e l e c t i o n s  i n  th e  1920s, 

t h e  p a c t  w as s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  

t h e  c o a l i t i o n  b e tw een  s o c i a l i s t s  and  r e p u b l i c a n s  t h a t  came t o  

pow er i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1932. H ow ever, f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  

t h e  w o r k e r s ' m ovem ent, t h i s  p r e s e n t e d  a  new an d  c h a l le n g in g  

dilem m a.

The C o a lic id n  t h a t  won i n  1932 was an  anom aly  b e c a u se  t h e  

P a r t i d o  S o c i a l i s t a  r e p r e s e n te d  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  w o rk e rs ,  in c lu d in g  

many i n  t h e  s u g a rc a n e  and  n e e d le w o rk  i n d u s t r i e s  -  tw o o f  th e  

m ost im p o r ta n t  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  economy -  w h i le  t h e  P a r t id o  Uni6n 

R e p u b lic a n s  (R e p u b lic a n  U nion P a r ty ,  PUR), t h e  r e p u b l ic a n s  w ith  

whom th e y  u n i t e d ,  r e p r e s e n te d  i n t e r e s t s  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  opposed  t o  

th o s e  o f  l a b o r .  L ea d e rs  o f  t h e  PUR in c lu d e d  P e d ro  Ju a n  S e r a l l d s ,  

a  p a r t n e r  i n  a  l a r g e  s u g a r  company i n  P o n ce , M iguel A ngel G a rc ia  

Mdndez, a  la w y e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  s u g a r  m i l l s  and  b ig  la n d o w n e rs , and  

M a r ia  L u is a  A r c e l a y ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  l e a d i n g  n e e d le w o rk  

e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  M ayagiiez. 58

The C o a lic id n  won i n  s i x  o f  se v e n  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s .  I t  

o b ta in e d  f o u r t e e n  s e a t s  i n  t h e  S e n a te ,  a s  a g a i n s t  f i v e  f o r  t h e  

o p p o s in g  P a r t i d o  L i b e r a l , an d  t h i r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e

S^G onzalo F . C d rdova , " S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  y  l a s  e le c c io n e s  de 
1 9 3 2 ,"  (San  J u a n :  O f ic in a  d e l  G ob em ad o r d e  P u e r to  R ic o , 1 9 8 4 ), 
p .  9 .
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Cdmara de R e p re s e n t  a n te s . t h e  lo w e r l e g i s l a t i v e  cham ber, t o  th e  

P L 's  n i n e .59 However, a s  p a r t  o f  th e  g o v e rn m en t, t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  

became r e l u c t a n t  t o  p re s s  l a b o r  demands t h a t  a n ta g o n iz e d  t h e i r  

p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  C o a lic i6 n . T h u s , i n  J a n u a r y  o f  1934 t h e  FLT 

r e a d i l y  a g r e e d  t o  a  l a b o r  c o n t r a c t  f a v o r e d  b y  t h e  s u g a r  

i n t e r e s t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  P a r t i d o  U n idn  R e p u b lic a n s  e v e n  

though  th e  w o rk e rs  open ly  o p p o sed  th e  a c c o rd  .

1934 A g r ic u l tu r a l  W orkers ' S t r i k e

On S a t u r d a y  J a n u a ry  6 , 1934 a f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  s e v e r a l

b u i ld in g s  an d  c a n e  f i e l d s  a t  t h e  Gu&nica C e n t r a l  s u g a r  m i l l  i n  

s o u th w e s te r n  P u e r t o  R ic o . T he b l a z e ,  w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  b e  

c o n t r o l l e d  b y  f i r e f i g h t e r s ,  w as s t a r t e d  b y  s t r i k i n g  l a b o r e r s  

a f t e r  f o u r  h u n d re d  o f  them  dem anded an i n c r e a s e  i n  w ages and 

r e f u s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  w o rk .50 I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  

w i ld c a t  s t r i k e  l e a d e r s  opposed  t o  th e  i n c r e a s in g l y  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

l a b o r  l e a d e r s h i p  r e j e c t e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t  s ig n e d  th e  p r e v io u s  day 

by t h e i r  u n io n ,  t h e  Unidn d e  T ra b a ia d o re s  A a r i c o l a s , an d  th e  

s u g a r  i n d u s t r y ' s  em p loyer g ro u p  A s o c ia c id n  d e  P r o d u c to r e s  d e  

A zu ca r. T h is  c o n t r a d i c t e d  n e w sp a p e r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  s u g a r c a n e  

w o rk e rs  h ad  a c c e p te d  th e  f i r s t  i s la n d - w id e  c o n t r a c t  n e g o t i a t e d  

on  t h e i r  b e h a l f  by  th e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  d e  l o s  T ra b a i  a d o re s  d e

" B o l i v a r  Pag& n, H is to r i a  d e  l o s  o a r t id o s  p o l i t i c o s  
p u e r to r r iq u e f to s . 1898-1956. V o l. I I  (San J u a n :  Campos, 1 9 5 9 ), p .  
45 .

50La C o rre s o o n d e n c ia  de P u e r to  R ic o . J a n u a ry  8 ,  1934, p .  1 .
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P u e r to  R ic o , th e  l a b o r  f e d e r a t io n  t o  w hich  t h e i r  u n io n  b e lo n g e d , 

and  t h a t  t h e  h a r v e s t  se a so n  w ould p ro c e e d  a s  n o rm a l.

The s t r i k e  s p re a d  th ro u g h o u t t h e  i s l a n d 's  su g a rc a n e -g ro w in g  

d i s t r i c t s .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  wage i n c r e a s e ,  w o rk e rs  

dem anded paym ent i n  l e g a l  t e n d e r ,  an  e i g h t  h o u r  w ork  d ay , t h e  

a b o l i t i o n  o f  p ie c e w o rk ,  and  an  e n d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  com pany 

s t o r e s . 62 T h is  s t r i k e  to o k  p la c e  i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  t h e  G re a t  

D e p re s s io n  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . A f t e r  t h e  W all S t r e e t  s to c k  m a rk e t 

c r a s h  o f  O c to b e r  1929 , unem ploym ent, w h ich  was a l r e a d y  h ig h ,  

w en t up s t i l l  f u r t h e r .  The c o s t  o f  b a s i c  co n su m er g o o d s, w h ich  

was a l s o  a l r e a d y  h ig h ,  i n c r e a s e d ,  an d  low  w ag es  d e c r e a s e d  

f u r t h e r . 63 The s t r i k e  among s u g a r  w o rk e rs  w as p a r t  o f  a n  

u n p re c e d e n te d  wave o f  p o p u la r  in su rg e n c y  t h a t  sp a n n ed  th e  p e r io d  

from  summer 1933 th ro u g h  th e  w i n t e r  o f  1934 . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

s u g a r  w o r k e r s ,  n e e d le w o rk , d o c k , p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and  

c i g a r  m a n u fa c tu r in g  w o rk e rs , u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  an d  c u s to m e rs  

o f  t h e  g a s o l in e  i n d u s t r y  and th e  P o r to  R ico  R a ilw a y  L ig h t  and  

Pow er Company s t r u c k  and  b o y c o tte d . O f te n , l a b o r  s t r i k e s  l e d  t o  

v i o l e n t  c o n f r o n ta t io n s  w ith  th e  p o l i c e .

I n  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  

econom y, t h e  s t r i k e  was as much a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  two m ain  

o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f  th e  P u e r to  R ican  l a b o r  m ovem ent, t h e  F e d e ra c id n

61I b id .

62I b i d . , J a n u a ry  1 5 , 1934, p .  1 .

63Jam es D ie tz ,  Economic H is to ry  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , p .  135 .

64F ra n c is c o  a . S c a ra n o , P u e r to  R ic o , c in c o  s i o l o s  d a  h i s t o r i a  
(S an  J u a n : McGraw H i l l ,  1993), p .  690 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



131

L ib re  a n d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  w ing th e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a . a s  a g a in s t  

t h e  s u g a r  c o r p o r a t io n s .  I t  r e p r e s e n te d  b o th  a  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

a g re e m e n t b e tw e e n  t h e i r  l a b o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  t h e  s u g a r  

i n d u s t r y  and  a  r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  

L ib re  a n d  t h e  P a r t i d o  S o c i a l i s t a . T he w o rk e rs  f e l t  b e t r a y e d  

b e c a u se  t h e s e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  had  a c c e p te d  a  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  g ra n te d  

w o rk e rs  w ages ra n g in g  from  $ 0 .7 0  t o  $ 2 .7 5  p e r  d a y , w h ich  w ere  

lo w e r th a n  th o s e  p a id  d u r in g  th e  p re v io u s  h a r v e s t . 65

A f t e r  r e j e c t i n g  t h e i r  l e a d e r s ,  s t r i k i n g  s u g a rc a n e  w o rk e rs  

i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  Guayama c a l l e d  upon P e d ro  A lb iz u  Campos, 

p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  P a r t id o  N a c io n a l i s t a . t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t h a t  

dem anded im m ed ia te  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  P u e r to  R ic o , t o  l e a d  t h e i r  

s t r i k e  m ovem ent. A lb iz u  Campos a p p e a le d  t o  t h e  s t r i k i n g  w o rk ers  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d - w id e  p ro m in en ce  he  h ad  a c h ie v e d  a s  t h e  

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  in d e p e n d e n c e  m ovem ent. R e sp o n d in g  t o  t h e i r  

r e q u e s t ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  l e a d e r  a d d re s s e d  s i x  th o u s a n d  w o rk e rs  

i n  Guayam a.66 He th e n  w en t on t o  F a ja r d o ,  w here  he sp o k e  t o  a  

crow d o f  o v e r  t h r e e  th o u s a n d . He a l s o  made v i s i t s  t o  L u q u i l lo  

and  Y abucoa a f t e r  he  was i n v i t e d  by  s t r i k i n g  w o rk e rs  i n  th o s e  

d i s t r i c t s  a n d  h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  new la b o r  

o r g a n iz a t io n ,  t h e  A so c ia c id n  de T ra b a ia d o re s  de P u e r to  R ic o . 67

T h is  c o n v e rg e n c e  o f  t h e  l a b o r  a n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  s t r u g g l e s  

w as e x t r a o r d i n a r y  b e c a u s e  e a c h  h a d  e v o lv e d  a s  a  d i s t i n c t

65B la n c a  S i l v e s t r i n i ,  Los t r a b a ia d o r e s  v  e l  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a .  
1932-1940 (R io  P ie d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  U ni v e r s  i t a r  i a , 1 9 7 9 ), p .  68 .

66La C o rre s p o n d e n c ia  de  P u e r to  R ic o . J a n u a ry  13 , 1934, p .  1.

67I b i d . ,  J a n u a ry  15 , 1934, p .  1 .
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m ovem ent. M ost l a b o r  l e a d e r s  had  lo n g  a d v o c a te d  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  

and  U .S . s t a te h o o d  f o r  P u e r to  R ic o  and  w e re  s u s p ic io u s  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l i s t  cam paign  f o r  in d e p e n d e n c e . Many w o rk e rs  f e l t  t h a t  

hacendados an d  b o u rg e o is  l e a d e r s ,  t h e i r  c l a s s  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  w ould 

g o v e rn  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  P u e r to  R ic o  and  t h a t  a  c lo s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i th  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  was t h e  b e s t  way t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e i r  

d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  and  th e  freedom  t o  m a in ta in  u n io n s  and  advance 

t h e  c a u s e  o f  l a b o r .  The w o r k e r s ' o v e r t u r e  t o  A lb iz u  Campos 

r e p r e s e n te d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  l a b o r ' s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

s o c i a l  an d  econom ic  j u s t i c e  an d  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  movement f o r  

p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e  from  c o l o n i a l  d o m in a tio n  by t h e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s .

H ow ever, t h i s  u n i t y  n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  The A s o c ia c id n  d e  

T ra b a ia d o r e s  d e  P u e r to  R ico  p ro v e d  s t i l l b o r n  and  t h e  P a r t id o  

N a c io n a l i s ta  d i d  n o t  have  any  s u c c e s s  o r g a n iz in g  w o rk e rs  o r  

l e a d in g  t h e i r  m ovem ent. The p a r t y  c o u ld  n o t  o v e rco m e  t h e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  a  n a rro w  a n t i - c o l o n i a l  n a t i o n a l i s t  id e o lo g y  t h a t  

d e n ie d  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  b e tw e e n  i s l a n d  w o rk e rs  and  n a t i v e  

c a p i t a l i s t s .  N or c o u ld  i t s  p e t i t  b o u rg e o is  m em b ersh ip , w hich  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  s m a l l  l a n d  o w n e rs ,  a n d  p e t t y  

m e r c h a n t s ,  i d e n t i f y  w i th  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  

s t r u g g l e s . 68

I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n  t h i r t i e s ,  t h e  P a r t i d o  N a c i o n a l i s t a  

c o n c e n tr a te d  on t h e  movement f o r  p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e  from  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  v i a  a  cam paign  o f  c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  t h a t

®8G eorge Fromm, "E l n a c io n a lism o  y  e l  m ovim ien to  o b re ro  e n  l a  
ddcada d e l  3 0 ,"  Op .  C i t . . Num. 5 , 1990.
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c u lm in a te d  i n  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  h ead  o f  t h e  p o l i c e ,  

C o lo n e l F ra n c is  E . R ig g s , on F e b ru a ry  2 3 , 1936. As a  r e s u l t ,  th e  

N a t i o n a l i s t s  s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e  r e p r e s s i o n  by t h e  c o l o n i a l  

governm ent, w hich  c r ip p l e d  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .

The 1934 w i l d c a t  s t r i k e  movement i n  th e  s u g a r  in d u s t r y  was 

q u ic k ly  d e f e a te d  an d  l a b o r e r s  so o n  r e t u r n e d  to  w ork  u n d e r  th e  

te rm s  o f  t h e  a g re e m e n t s ig n e d  by  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e . FLT 

l e a d e r s ,  co m m itted  t o  e n fo r c in g  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  

s t r i k e r s  had  s im p ly  m is in t e r p r e t e d  t h e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th e  p a c t .  

They th e n  la u n c h e d  a  c o n c e r te d  e f f o r t  t o  e x p la in  i t  t o  them . 

L ack in g  an e f f e c t i v e  c a d re  o f  l e a d e r s ,  s o l i d  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  and 

s u f f i c i e n t  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  men on s t r i k e  w e re  no m atch 

f o r  th e  FLT and  PS when th e y  b ro u g h t  t o  b e a r  a l l  t h e  r e s o u rc e s  

a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  t o  c o n v in c e  t h e  l a b o r e r s  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  

c o n t r a c t .  T hese  r e s o u r c e s  i n c lu d e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  tw o la b o r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , e x p e r i e n c e d  o r g a n i z e r s  and  p u b l i c  s p e a k e r s , 

money, and governm ent v e h i c l e s .69

The s u g a r c a n e  w o rk e rs ' s t r i k e  o f  1934 d e m o n s tra te d  th e  

b re a c h  t h a t  h ad  d e v e lo p e d  b e tw een  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  a n d  t h e  ra n k  

an d  f i l e  members o f  t h e  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e r s ' movement o f  P u e r to  

R ic o . A ff irm a c i6 n  S o c i a l i s t a . a  d i s s i d e n t  g roup  o f  FLT and PS 

m em bers, w h ich  h a d  so u g h t t o  r e v iv e  l a b o r 's  o r i g i n a l  s o c i a l i s t  

g o a l s  was a l s o  d e f e a t e d  a n d  e x p e l l e d  from  t h e  m ovem ent. 

T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  a n d  t h e  P a r t i d o  S o c i a l i s t a  

d e g e n e ra te d  i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s :

69B lan c a  S i l v e s t r i n i ,  Los t r a b a ia d o r e s  v  e l  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a .  
1932-1940.
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t h e  l a r g e  s c a l e  d e f e c t io n  o f  members i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  

o f  t h e  s t r i k e  o f  1934 ; a  d e b i l i t a t i n g  i n t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e  o v e r  

c o n t r o l  o f  th o s e  two o r g a n i s a t io n s  i n  th e  a f te r m a th  o f  th e  d e a th  

i n  1939 o f  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r ,  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ;  and  

t h e  em ergence  i n  1940 o f  a new an d  v ig o ro u s  l a b o r  f e d e r a t i o n ,  

th e  C o n fe d e ra c i6 n  G e n e ra l d e  lo s  T r a b a ia d o r e s .

T h is  new l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  how ever, soon  came u n d e r  th e  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  P a r t i d o  P o p u la r  D e m o c ra tic o . w h ic h  u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h ip  o f  L u is  Mufioz M arin , t h e  son  o f  hacendado  l e a d e r  L u is  

Munoz R iv e r a ,  c o n v in c e d  w o rk e rs  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way t o  f u r t h e r  

t h e i r  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  was t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  p rog ram  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  O p e ra t io n  B o o t s t r a p ,  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  U .S . 

f o r e i g n  in v e s tm e n t s .  M arin  c o n t in u e d  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s '  id e a  

t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  o f  P u e r to  R ico  was n o t  a t  i s s u e ,  and  

t h a t  w h a t w as m o st im p o r ta n t  w as a d d r e s s in g  t h e  im m e d ia te  

econom ic n e ed s  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n ,  i . e .  m ore jo b s ,  b e t t e r  p ay in g  

j o b s ,  an d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  h e a l t h ,  and  b e t t e r  

l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h u s, a lth o u g h  t h e  FLT f a i l e d  t o  e x i s t  a s  a  

v i a b l e  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  many o f  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic 

o b j e c t i v e s  fo rm ed t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  P a r t id o  P o p u la r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y  p rog ram .

An im p o r ta n t  i s s u e  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w hich  

t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib r e  w e re  a f f e c t e d  by  i t s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  A m e ric a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L a b o r .  T he 

a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  AFL and  th e  FLT b ro u g h t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  m ost 

p o w e rfu l w o rk e rs ' o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  an  advanced  

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  and  i m p e r i a l i s t  n a t i o n ,  and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and
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e c o n o m i c a l l y  w eak  l a b o r  m o v em en t o f  an  u n d e rd e v e lo p e d  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o lo n y . The n e x t  c h a p te r  w i l l  exam ine t h e  n a tu r e  o f  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  th e s e  tw o l a b o r  f e d e r a t i o n s .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



136

C h a p te r  V

THE ROLE OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR IN PUERTO RICO

U nder t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Sam uel G om pers , t h e  A m erican  

F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r, o rg a n iz e d  i n  1886, fo llo w e d  p u re  and  s im p le  

t r a d e  u n io n  p o l i t i c s .  I t  e m p h a s iz e d  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t r a d e  

w o rk e rs  and  i t s  m em bership  becam e d o m in a ted  by  w h ite  u rb a n  m ale 

s k i l l e d  l a b o r e r s ,  a s  o p p o se d  t o  u n s k i l l e d ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  

im m ig ran t, m in o r i t y ,  o r  fem ale  w o rk e rs . The AFL d id  n o t  s e e k  th e  

o v e r th ro w  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sy s te m  and  was l e e r y  o f  s o c i a l i s t  

and  r a d i c a l  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t io n s .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  AFL o n ly  w an ted  t o  

im prove w o rk e r s ' w ag es , h o u rs  o f  l a b o r ,  and  w o rk in g  and l i v i n g  

c o n d i t io n s  th ro u g h  t h e  u se  o f  s t r i k e s ,  b o y c o t t s ,  and  c o l l e c t i v e  

b a rg a in in g .  The AFL opposed  th e  id e a  o f  a  l a b o r  p a r ty  and  so u g h t 

t o  m a in ta in  an  a p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e  w h ile  re w a rd in g  i t s  f r i e n d s  and 

p u n is h in g  i t s  e n e m ie s .  A f t e r  1 9 0 8 , h o w e v e r , and  e s p e c i a l l y  

d u r in g  t h e  F i r s t  W orld  W ar, i t  g rew  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c lo s e  t o  t h e  

D em o cra tic  p a r t y .  I n  th e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y ,  i t s  o v e r  one 

and  a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  members and huge f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u rc e s  made th e  

AFL th e  m ost p o w e rfu l l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

T h is  c h a p t e r  exam ines t h e  r o l e  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L abo r p la y e d  i n  t h e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement 

i n  P u e r to  R ic o . F i r s t ,  how ever, i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  acknow ledge 

t h a t  t h e  AFL w as a  l a r g e  a n d  d i v e r s i f i e d  f e d e r a t i o n  t h a t  

in c lu d e d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  s o c i a l i s t  m in o r i t y .  I t  was i n  no  way a  

m o n o l i th ic  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  O f te n ,  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  AFL i n  t h i s  

s t u d y  s h o u l d  b e  r e a d  a s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  AFL le a d e r s h ip ,
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p a r t i c u l a r l y  Sam uel G om pers. W orkers on t h e  i s l a n d  i n i t i a t e d  

t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  th e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  t o  t h e  AFL i n  Decem ber 

o f  1900 i n  an  a t te m p t  t o  s t r e n g th e n  an  i n c i p i e n t  l a b o r  movement 

u n d e r  s e v e r e  p o l i t i c a l  p e r s e c u t io n ,  and  t h e  AFL s u s ta i n e d  th e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic 

i n t e r e s t s  o f  i t s  members i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  An a l t r u i s t i c  

c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  i s l a n d  w o rk e rs  a l s o  m o tiv a te d  th e  AFL.

F o r  t h e  FLT, t h e  AFL r e p r e s e n te d  a n  im p o r ta n t  s o u r c e  o f  

p o l i t i c a l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  an d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t .  The A m erican 

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r a c t e d  a s  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  pow er b r o k e r  i n  

W ash in g to n , D .C . and  among h ig h  g overnm en t o f f i c i a l s  i n  P u e rto  

R ico  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  and  d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  

o f  i s l a n d  w o rk e rs .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  b e tw een  th e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu ry  

and  t h e  e a r l y  n in e te e n  t h i r t i e s ,  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t h e  

AFL p r o v id e d  t h e  FLT p ro v e d  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  g ro w th  o f  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The AFL c o n t r i b u t i o n  p a id  f o r  a  f u l l - t i m e  l a b o r  

o r g a n i z e r ,  o c c a s i o n a l  p a i d  p a r t - t i m e  o r g a n i z e r s ,  a n d  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  A FL's s t r i k e  and  s i c k  b e n e f i t s  p ro g ram s. In  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  AFL e x te n d e d  t o  P u e r to  R ic o  i t s  s y s te m  o f  

v o l u n t e e r  l a b o r  o r g a n i z e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e .

The F e d e ra c id n  L ibre*  s  A f f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e  
A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor

The F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e *s d e s i r e  t o  u n i t e  w i th  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r grew  o u t  o f  t h e  weak p o l i t i c a l ,  eco n o m ic , 

an d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  movement
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a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  th e  tw e n t i e th  c e n tu r y .  As d e m o n s tra te d  i n  t h e  

p r e v io u s  c h a p t e r ,  e f f o r t s  t o  o r g a n iz e  w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ic o  

b egan  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  n in e t e e n th  c e n tu r y .  W orkers a t te m p t in g  

t o  fo rm  l a b o r  u n io n s ,  how ever, f a c e d  trem en d o u s  o p p o s i t io n  and  

p e r s e c u t i o n .  I n  San J u a n ,  m u n ic ip a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  b l a c k l i s t e d  

l a b o r  l e a d e r s  an d  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  e m p lo y e rs  an d  g o v ern m en t 

o f f i c i a l s  v i o l e n t l y  a t ta c k e d  th e m .1 D uring  t h e  S p a n is h  c o lo n i a l  

p e r io d ,  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs  in  P u e r to  R ico  a t te m p te d  t o  e n l i s t  t h e  

s u p p o r t  o f  S p a n ish  l a b o r  g ro u p s . T hese e f f o r t s  w ere  s h o r t  l iv e d  

and n e v e r  l e d  t o  any c o n n e c tio n s  be tw een  l a b o r  i n  S p a in  and th e  

i s l a n d .  When th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  to o k  o v e r  c o n t r o l  o f  P u e r to  R ico , 

i s l a n d  w o rk e rs  t u r n e d  t o  t h i s  c o u n tr y  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e .  FLT 

l e a d e r s  s o u g h t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  an d  t r a d e  u n io n  

movement in  t h e  U .S . i n  e a r l y  1900.

I n  J a n u a r y  o f  1900 , S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  a n d  E d u ard o  Conde 

t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  U n ite d  S t a te s  a s  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  

FLT and  made c o n ta c t  w i th  l a b o r  u n io n s  and  w o rk e r s ' p a r t i e s  i n  

a n  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  t h e i r  h e l p . 2 They o r i g i n a l l y  in te n d e d  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  FLT d e le g a te s  a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  c o n v e n tio n  

i n  R o c h e s te r ,  New Y ork. However, th e y  a r r iv e d  to o  l a t e  t o  a t t e n d  

t h a t  g a th e r in g  and  i n s t e a d  s ta y e d  i n  New York C i t y ,  w here  th e y  

m et w i th  p ro m in e n t s o c i a l i s t  and  t r a d e  u n io n  l e a d e r s ,  in c lu d in g  

M o rr is  H i l l q u i t ,  a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  r i g h t  w ing  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

L ab o r P a r t y .  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  a n d  E duardo  Conde w ere  v e ry  w e ll

^ S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t in ,  Luchas em ancipado ras . c r d n ic a s  d e  
P u e r to  R ico  (S an  Ju a n : 1958), p .  135 .

2i b i d . , p .  136.
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r e c e i v e d  a n d  f S te d  a t  num erous l a b o r  m e e tin g s  an d  b a n q u e ts ,  

i n c l u d i n g  o n e  a t  C o o p e r U n ion  a n d  a n o t h e r  a t  t h e  S p a n is h -  

s p e a k in g  c ig a rm a k e rs  u n io n . La R e s i s t e n c i a . i n  B ro o k ly n . The 

P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  New Y ork  

C e n t r a l  L a b o r  U nion on th e  l a b o r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  P u e r to  R ico  and  

a l s o  sp o k e  t o  members o f  t h e  C a r p e n te r s ' L o c a l U nion Number 309. 

E v e ry w h e re  t h e y  w e n t t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  

b r o th e rh o o d  an d  l a b o r  s o l i d a r i t y . 3 I g l e s i a s  and  Conde r e tu r n e d  

t o  P u e r to  R ico  i n  t h e  l a t e  s p r in g  o f  1900.

B e f o r e  h i s  t r i p  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I g l e s i a s  had 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th e  l a b o r  s t r i k e s  t h a t  fo l lo w e d  t h e  ch an g e  i n  

c u r r e n c y  and  d e v a lu a t io n  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  p e s o , w h ich  was 

s t i p u l a t e d  by  th e  F o ra k e r  A c t. A ngry w o rk e rs  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  sh a rp  

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  when t h e i r  w ages 

c o n t in u e d  t o  be p a id  a t  t h e  o ld  r a t e ,  w h ile  b a s ic  consum er goods 

w ere  s o l d  a t  i n c r e a s e d  p r i c e s .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  P u e r to  R ic o , 

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  w as a r r e s t e d  by  l o c a l  go v ern m en t a u t h o r i t i e s  

on  c h a rg e s  stem m ing from  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h o s e  s t r i k e s .  On A ugust 

2 2 , 1900 , w h i le  i n  p r i s o n ,  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  w ro te  t o  v a r io u s  

t r a d e  u n io n s  an d  s o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U .S . a n d  

r e q u e s te d  m o ra l and  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  w o rk e rs ' movement 

i n  P u e r to  R i c o .4 S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  a g a in  l e f t  P u e r to  R ico  f o r  

New Y ork C i ty  o n  S ep tem b er 2 6 , 1900 t o  s e e k  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  

w o rk e rs  i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i ta n  pow er.

3I b i d . ,  p .  137.

4 I b i d .  p . r 197.
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On December 6 th  o f  1900, w h i le  s t i l l  i n  New Y ork , S a n tia g o  

I g l e s i a s  w ro te  t o  t h e  AFL d u r in g  i t s  a n n u a l c o n v e n t io n ,  and 

r e q u e s t e d  i t s  a s s i s t a n c e  on b e h a l f  o f  i s l a n d  w o r k e r s .  He 

a d d r e s s e d  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  "T he C o n v e n tio n  o f  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r: B ro th e r  P r e s id e n t  and  B ro th e re n  D e le g a te s ."  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h e  a s k e d  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r t o  

"recommend t o  and  i n f lu e n c e  i n  a  d e c i s i v e  m anner t h e  p u b l ic  

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t o  s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  w orkingm en o f  P o r to  R ico  be 

a c c o rd e d  f u l l  freedom  o f  a ssem b ly , freedom  o f  th e  p r e s s  and f r e e  

sp e e c h . "5 From th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  th e  FLT 

v iew ed  th e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r a s  an  im p o r ta n t  and 

i n f l u e n c i a l  a l l y  t h a t  c o u ld  i n t e r c e d e  on  i t s  b e h a l f  among 

g o v e rn m en t o f f i c i a l s  t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  o f  

P u e r to  R ican  w o rk e rs .

I n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  I g l e s i a s  a l s o  r e q u e s te d  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  in to  

S p a n ish  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f  c a r p e n te r s ,  

b r i c k l a y e r s ,  p a i n t e r s ,  c ig a rm a k e r s , and  to b a c c o  w o rk e rs  i n  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s .  He w an ted  t o  u se  t h e s e  docum ents f o r  a  cam paign 

t o  o rg a n iz e  w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R i c o .6 T h i r d ly ,  I g l e s i a s  a sk e d  

t h a t  t h e  AFL a p p o in t  a  c o m m iss io n  t o  v i s i t  t h e  i s l a n d  to  

i n v e s t i g a t e  and  r e p o r t  on l a b o r  c o n d i t io n s  and  t o  h e lp  o rg a n iz e  

t h e  15,000 s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs  whom S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  was c e r t a i n  

w o u ld  w i l l i n g l y  j o i n  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r .7 I n

^Report o f  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  T w e n tie th  Annual C o n v e n tio n  o f  th e  
A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r. 1900, p p . 6 4 -6 5 .

6I b i d .  p . 6 5 .

7I b i d .
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a d d i t i o n  t o  s e e k in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  an d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  o f  

t h e  AFL, t h e  FLT w a n te d  i t s  h e l p  t o  e x p o s e  t h e  m is e r a b le  

c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  among w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . In  h i s  

m em oirs, S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  e x p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  FLT a p p e a le d  t o  

t h e  AFL f o r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  w o rk e rs  i n  

P u e r to  R ico  needed  t o  fo cu s  on econom ic o r g a n iz a t io n  and  b e c a u se  

i t  d id  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  th e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r ty  was a d e q u a te ly  p re p a re d  

t o  h e lp  p ro m o te  im m ed ia te  and  p r a c t i c a l  im p ro v em en ts  t o  t h e  

m a sse s  o f  e x p l o i t e d  w o rk e rs  on  t h e  i s l a n d . 8 T h is  r e a s o n in g  

d e m o n s t r a te s  a  p r a g m a tic  a t t i t u d e  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  S a n t ia g o  

I g l e s i a s  and  th e  o t h e r  FLT l e a d e r s .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s , th e y  w ere  

m ore i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p ro m p t an d  t a n g i b l e  r e s u l t s  t h a n  w i th  

i d e o lo g ic a l  i s s u e s .

The A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r re sp o n d e d  im m e d ia te ly  and  

p o s i t i v e l y  t o  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s '  p e t i t i o n .  I t  a p p o in t e d  a  

" S p e c ia l  Com m ittee on  P o r to  R ico" t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  FLT r e q u e s t s . 8 

The AFL c o n v e n t io n  th e n  q u i c k l y  a p p ro v e d  t h i s  c o m m itte e ' s 

re c o m m e n d a tio n  t h a t  i t  a c t  o n  t h e  f i r s t  tw o  r e q u e s t s ,  

s t i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t r a d e  u n io n  c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

g e n e r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on  th e  n eed  f o r  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a l s o  b e  

t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  S p a n is h .  I t  r e f e r r e d  t h e  p l e a  f o r  h e lp  i n  

o r g a n iz in g  t h e  w o rk e rs  o f  P u e r to  R ico  t o  t h e  A F L 's E x e c u tiv e  

C o u n c il .

8S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  Luchas fim an e ip ad o rag . p .  199.

8R e o o r t  o f  Proceedings of t h e  T w e n tie th  A nnual C o n v en tio n  o f  t h e
A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r. 1900» p .  8 6 .
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The f o l lo w in g  d a y , t h e  c o n v e n t io n  a d o p te d  t h e  C o u n c i l 's  

reco m m en d atio n , w hich  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  AFL u n io n s  whose t r a d e  was 

p u rs u e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  g u a r a n te e  t h e  w o rk e rs  o f  

P u e r to  R ic o  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  o rg a n iz e  and  become a f f i l i a t e d  t o  

AFL n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  u n io n s  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  

In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c il d i r e c t e d  t h e  incom ing  C o u n c il 

t o  " ta k e  e v e ry  a c t io n  p o s s ib le  t o  comply w ith  t h e  r e q u i s i t i o n  o f  

S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  a s  c o n ta in e d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r "  an d  " a u th o r iz e d  

[ i t ]  t o  e x p e n d  a  sum n o t  t o  e x c e e d  $ 3 ,0 0 0  t o  c a r r y  t h e s e  

recom m endations i n t o  e f f e c t . " 10

The fo l lo w in g  y e a r ,  i n  S e p tem b er o f  1 9 0 1 , t h e  F e d e ra c id n  

L ib re  becam e a f f i l i a t e d  a s  a  s t a t e  b ra n c h  o f  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor and  th e  AFL named S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  a  p a id  

o r g a n i z e r  f o r  P u e r to  R ic o .11 A lth o u g h  i t  was n o t  a  s t a t e ,  t h e  

A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor t r e a t e d  P u e r to  R ic o  a s  su c h . T h is  

r e f l e c t e d  Sam uel Gom pers' and  t h e  AFL's b e l i e f  t h a t  P u e r to  R ico  

form ed an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  an d  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  

be  g r a n te d  s ta te h o o d  and i t s  p e o p le  a cc o rd e d  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p .

The A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r came t o  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  

F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib re  b e c a u s e  i t  v iew ed  P u e r to  R ic o  a s  an  i n t e g r a l  

p a r t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  p r o v i s io n s  

an d  g u a ra n te e s  o f  t h e  U .S . C o n s t i t u t i o n  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  i s l a n d .  

Sam uel Gompers and  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r b e l i e v e d

10I b i d . , p .  119.

11G onzalo  F . C drdova , R e s id e n t fv— t<«« io n a r  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  
a n d  H is T im es. R io  P ie d r a s :  E d i t o r i a l  d e  l a  U n iv e rs id a d  de  
P u e r to  R ic o , 1993, p .  96 .
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t h a t  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  b a s i c  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  

P u e r to  R ico  r e p r e s e n te d  a  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  I n  1898 , i n  th e  wake 

o f  t h e  S p a n is h -C u b a n -A m e r ic a n  War o f  1 8 9 8 , t h e  m i l i t a r y  

o c c u p a t io n  o f  C uba, an d  t h e  a n n e x a tio n  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , Sam uel 

Gompers d e c l a r e d ,  " i t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  im a g in e  t h a t  i t  i s  b u t  

a  s t e p  fro m  m i l i t a r y  r u l e  a p p l i e d  t o  Cuba t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m erica . "12 A cco rd in g  

t o  Gom pers, "when t h e  Cuban, t h e  P o r to  R ican  and  t h e  P h i l ip p in e s  

a r e  d e p r iv e d  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f -g o v e r n m e n t  by  o u r  r u l i n g  

c l a s s ,  i t  i s  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  w hich  a r e  i n  j e o p a r d y ." 13 

T h u s , t h e  A F L 's i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  P u e r to  

R ican  w o rk e rs  was g rounded  i n  i t s  d e s i r e  t o  p r o t e c t  th e  r i g h t s  

o f  w o rk e rs  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  T h is  became c l e a r l y  e v id e n t  i n  

t h e  AFL' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  P u e r to  R ican  g o v e rn m en t a u t h o r i t i e s ' 

a t te m p t  t o  e n f o r c e  o ld  S p a n ish  law s t h a t  d e c l a r e d  la b o r  u n io n s  

and  s t r i k e s  i l l e g a l .

AFL D efends FL T 's R ig h t to  Form U nions

On N ovem ber 9 , 1901 , when S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  r e tu r n e d  t o  

P u e r to  R ic o  from  h i s  se c o n d  t r i p  t o  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  l o c a l  

o f f i c i a l s  a g a in  a r r e s t e d  h im . T h is  t im e , h e  w as c h a rg e d  w i th  

co n te m p t o f  c o u r t  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  a p p e a r  f o r  t h e  t r i a l  t o  w h ich  

he  had  b e e n  summoned w h ile  he  was i n  th e  U .S . ,  an d  t h e  c o u r t  s e t

12R e o o rt o f  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  N in e te e n th  A nnual C onven tion  o f  
t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r .  1899, p .  16.

13I b i d .  p .  148 .
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b a i l  a t  tw o th o u sa n d  d o l l a r s . 1* The A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor 

p o s te d  t h e  f i v e  h u n d red  d o l l a r s  t o  w hich  h i s  b a i l  was re d u c e d  , 

b u t  I g l e s i a s  an d  s e v e n  o t h e r  FLT l e a d e r s  w ere  s u b s e q u e n t ly  

c o n v ic te d  on  t h e  c h a rg e  o f  c o n s p i r in g  t o  r a i s e  t h e  p r i c e  o f  

l a b o r .  I g l e s i a s  was s e n te n c e d  t o  over t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  j a i l ,  w h ile  

t h e  o th e r s  w e re  s e n te n c e d  t o  l e s s e r  te rm s . The FLT was d e c la r e d  

i l l e g a l .15

Sam uel Gompers and  t h e  A m erican F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r soon  

w en t t o  t h e  a i d  o f  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  an d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s .  The 

AFL, m e e t in g  i n  S c r a n t o n ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia  f o r  i t s  a n n u a l  

c o n v e n t io n ,  "gave  e x p re s s io n  t o  i t s  deep  c o n c e rn , an d  d i r e c te d  

t h a t  e v e r y  e f f o r t  b e  made t o  s e c u re  n o t  o n ly  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  

I g l e s i a s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  s e c u r e  a change  i n  t h e  law s o f  P o rto  

R ico . "1® I n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C o n v en tio n , Gompers n o te d  t h a t  he  

h a d  m e t a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  T h eo d o re  

R o o se v e lt  and  G o v e rn o r W illia m  H. Hunt o f  P u e r to  R ic o , and  t h a t  

b o th  h ad  a s s u r e d  him  t h a t  I g l e s i a s  and h i s  c o l le a g u e s  w ould be 

g r a n te d  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  T h is  was th e  f i r s t  o f  num erous in s t a n c e s  

when Sam uel Gom pers in te r v ie w e d  w ith  h ig h  f e d e r a l  and  l o c a l  

governm ent o f f i c i a l s  on b e h a l f  o f  i s l a n d  w o rk e r s .

I n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  AFL j o u r n a l  t h e  Am erican 

F e d e r a t i o n i s t . Sam uel Gompers p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  many new papers i n  

t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  ev en  some t h a t  d id  n o t  sy m p a th iz e  w i th  th e

^ S a n t i a g o  I g l e s i a s ,  Luchas . p. 218.

15I b i d . , p .  242 .

^ A m erican F e d e r a t i o n i s t .  M arch, 1902, p .  7 2 .
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c a u se  o f  l a b o r ,  had  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  a g a in s t  th e  s e n te n c e s  and  t h a t  

t h e  la w  u n d e r  w h ich  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  an d  t h e  o t h e r s  w e re  

c o n v ic te d  was a  remmnant o f  S p a n ish  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  P u e r to  R ico . 

I g l e s i a s  h a d  b een  fo u n d  g u i l t y  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  s t r i k e  

a g a i n s t  paym ent i n  d e p r e c ia te d  S p an ish  money, i n  o t h e r  w ords f o r  

an  i n c r e a s e  i n  w ages. " T h is ,"  Gompers a rg u e d , "can  n o t  and  o u g h t 

n o t  b e  an  o f f e n s e  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  o r  any o f  i t s  p o s s e s s io n s  

i n  w h ic h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n te e s  o f  o u r  

c o u n try  p r e v a i l . " 17

A c c o rd in g  t o  Gom pers, t h e  u n io n  o f  w o rk e rs  t o  r a i s e  w ages 

had  p r e v io u s ly  been  i l l e g a l  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  b e c a u se  i t  was 

c o n s id e r e d  an  e f f o r t  t o  r e s t r a i n  c o m p e ti t io n  and  t r a d e ,  b u t  t h a t  

w i th  t h e  g ro w th  o f  l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  a  change  i n  t h e  law  had  

ta k e n  p l a c e .  Gompers p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  som e s t a t e s  e x p r e s s ly  

r e c o g n iz e d  " th e  r i g h t  t o  c o -o p e ra te  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  im p rov ing  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l a b o r , " and  t h a t  i n  o t h e r s  t h e  r i g h t  was 

t a c i t l y  a d m i t te d .18

The l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  form  l a b o r  u n io n s  an d  t o  s t r i k e  f o r  

b e t t e r  p a y , s h o r t e r  h o u rs  o f  w ork , and  b e t t e r  w ork ing  c o n d i t io n s  

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  l a b o r  movement i n  t h e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s .  F o r  Sam uel Gompers t h e r e  was n o t  a  s i n g l e  demand o f  

o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  w hich d id  n o t  d i r e c t l y  d e r iv e  from  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

t h a t ,  "men may u n i t e  t o  a c h ie v e  t h a t  w h ich  one  by  h im s e l f  c an  

n o t  a c h i e v e ,  o r  c an  a c h ie v e  l e s s  r e a d i l y ,  a n d  w h ich  h e  h a s  a

17 R e p o r t o f  t h e  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  Twenty Second A nnual 
C o n v e n tio n  o f  th e  Ameri** "  v^de r a t i i o n  o f  L a b o r . 1902 , p .  15.

18A m erican  F e d e r a t i o n i s t . J a n u a ry , 1902, p .  27 .
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r i g h t  t o  a c h ie v e .  "19 T he a r r e s t  and  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  S a n t ia g o  

I g l e s i a s ,  who upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  P u e r to  R ico  c a r r i e d  w ith  him  a  

com m issio n  a s  a  p a id  o r g a n iz e r  f o r  th e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L ab o r and  an  AFL u n io n  c h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  d e  l o s  

T ra b a ia d o re s  de  P u e r to  R ic o , was u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  p e r c e iv e d  a s  a  

d i r e c t  a t t a c k  on th e  r i g h t s  t h a t  th e  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement i n  

th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  had  s t r u g g le d  so  h a rd  and  so  lo n g  t o  o b t a in .

In  P u e r to  R ic o , l o c a l  new spapers c a l l e d  f o r  j u d i c i a l  re fo rm  

and  t h e  G o v ern o r d e c la r e d  th e  n eed  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e l im in a te  

a l l  "u n -A m erican "  p r i n c i p l e s  an d  r e p l a c e  them  w i th  A m erican  

no rm s. On A p r i l  9 , 1902 th e  FLT la w y e r , H erm in io  D iaz  N a v a rro , 

a p p e a le d  t h e  c o n v ic t i o n  o f  I g l e s i a s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  t h e  

Suprem e C o u r t  o f  P u e r to  R ic o . The C o u rt d e c id e d  i n  t h e i r  f a v o r  

a n d  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t d id  n o t  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  a g a i n s t  

I g l e s i a s  o r  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s .  FLT o f f i c e s  w ere  n o t  c lo s e d  down and  

t h e  F e d e r a t io n  g a in e d  governm ent r e c o g n i t io n  a s  a  l e g a l  e n t i t y .  

S u b s e q u e n t ly ,  a l l  S p a n is h  la w s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r  la w s ,  i n  

c o n f l i c t  w i th  U .S . l e g i s l a t i o n  w ere  d e c la r e d  n u l l  an d  v o i d .2° in  

d e fe n d in g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  R ic o ,  t h e  AFL was 

s a f e g u a r d in g  i t s  own v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s .  F o r Sam uel Gom pers, " th e  

r i g h t  t o  o r g a n i z e ,  and  t h e  r i g h t  w h ich  l o g i c a l l y  f o l lo w s  t o  

s e c u re  a  b e t t e r  r e t u r n  f o r  l a b o r ,  m ust be  s e c u re d  f o r  o u r  P o r to  

R ican  f e l lo w  w o rk e rs  a s  s u r e ly  a s  f o r  th o s e  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  

p r o p e r ." 21

^ I b i d .

20G onzalo  F . C d rdova , S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s . p .  9 8 .
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In  1904 , Gompers u n d e rto o k  an  o f f i c i a l  t r i p  t o  P u e r to  R ic o . 

An e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h i s  v i s i t  d e m o n s tr a te s  h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  

many econom ic  and  s o c i a l  p ro b le m s  c o n f r o n te d  by t h e  p e o p le  o f  

P u e r to  R ic o  a n d  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  a l t r u i s m  a n d  a  s i n c e r e  

c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  f e l l o w  w o rk e rs  i n  t h e  new U .S . 

p o s s e s s io n  m o tiv a te d  th e  A FL 's e f f o r t  t o  a id  t h e  l a b o r  movement 

i n  P u e r to  R i c o .  D u r in g  h i s  v i s i t  G om pers e x p r e s s e d  h i s  

in d ig n a t io n  a t  t h e  m is e r a b le  w o rk in g  and  l i v i n g  c o n d i t io n s  h e  

e n c o u n te re d  among la b o r e r s  and  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u la t io n .  A re v ie w  

o f  h is  v i s i t  t o  P u e r to  R ico  a l s o  r e v e a l s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e  

th e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abo r e x e r te d  on th e  FLT.

Sam uel Gompers' 1904 T r ip  t o  P u e r to  R ic o

Gompers t r a v e l e d  t o  P u e r to  R ico  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  S a n t ia g o  

I g l e s i a s 1 i n i t i a l  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  AFL and  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

recom m endation  made in  1900, a t  t h e  T w e n tie th  A nnual C onven tion  

o f  th e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r , t h a t  a  j o i n t  com m ission  o f  

AFL u n io n s  b e  a p p o in te d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a b o r  c o n d i t io n s  t h e r e  and  t o  h e lp  o r g a n iz e  15 ,000 

s k i l l e d  P u e r to  R ica n  w o r k e r s .22 A n o th e r  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  i n  

1902, a t  t h e  Tw enty Second A nnual C o n v e n tio n , r e i t e r a t e d  t h i s  

rec o m m e n d a tio n  an d  a n  AFL E x e c u t iv e  C o u n c il  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  

P r e s i d e n t  G om pers v i s i t  P u e r t o  R ic o ,  " f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  

o f f i c i a l l y  i n a u g u r a t in g  t h e  l a b o r  movement i n  s a i d  i s l a n d .  "23

^ American F e d e r a t i o n i s t . J a n u a ry ,  1902, p . 28.

^ R ep o rt o f  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  T w e n tie th  A nnual C o n v e n tio n  o f  
t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r , 1900, p .  115.
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T w ice  Gompers d e la y e d  p la n s  f o r  th e  v i s i t .  H ow ever, i n  m id -  

F e b ru a ry  o f  1904 h e  made th e  f i r s t  o f  h ie  tw o  v i s i t s  t o  P u e r to  

R ic o . Gompers v i s i t e d  th e  i s l a n d  a  second  t im e  i n  1914.

On F e b ru a ry  1 2 , 1904, s p e a k in g  i n  New Y o rk , b e f o r e  an  

a u d ie n c e  o f o ld  a s s o c i a t e s  on t h e  eve  o f  t h e  d e p a r tu r e  f o r  h i s  

f i r s t  t r i p  t o  P u e r to  R ico , Gom pers r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  w o rk e rs  o f  

t h e  i s l a n d  a s  b r o t h e r s  o f  th e  A m erican  w orkingm an to  whom th e  

AFL e x te n d e d  t h e  h an d  o f  f r i e n d s h i p .  L a t e r ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  

a r r i v a l  i n  P u e r to  R ic o ,  and  f o l lo w in g  a  l a b o r  p a ra d e  i n  h i s  

h o n o r  o r g a n iz e d  b y  t h e  FLT, Gom pers s p o k e  b e f o r e  a  l a r g e  

g a th e r in g  o f  w o rk e rs  i n  San J u a n  and  e x c la im e d  t o  them t h a t  he  

b r o u g h t  them  a  "m e ssa g e  o f  f r a t e r n i t y ,  s o l i d a r i t y ,  an d  

b ro th e rh o o d "  from  t h e  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk ers  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . "24 

Then on F e b ru a ry  22 , 1 9 0 4 , Gompers e x p la in e d  why h e  h ad  

t r a v e l e d  to  th e  i s l a n d .  He w e n t ,  he  s t a t e d ,  t o  s e e  f o r  h im s e l f  

w h e th e r  th e  c la im s  o f  u n ju s t  t r e a tm e n t  an d  m is e r a b le  econom ic, 

s o c i a l ,  and m a t e r i a l  c o n d it io n s  made by l o c a l  l a b o r  le a d e r s  w ere  

t r u e .  He p le d g e d  t h a t  i f  th e y  w e re , he w ou ld  " u rg e  o u r  f e l lo w  

workmen and o u r  f e l lo w  c i t i z e n s  t o  le a v e  no  e f f o r t  u n t r i e d ,  no 

s to n e  u n tu rn e d , u n t i l  j u s t i c e  a n d  f a i r  d e a l i n g  i s  a s s u r e d  an d  

s e c u re d  t o  e v e ry  m an, woman, an d  c h i l d  o f  P o r to  R ic o . "25

A l to g e th e r ,  Sam uel Gompers s p e n t  o v e r  f i v e  w eeks on  t h e  

i s l a n d .  He t r a v e l e d  e x te n s iv e ly  from  one e n d  o f  P u e r to  R ic o  t o

^^R a o o r t  o f  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  Tw enty Second annual convantion 
o f  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r . 1902, p .  1 1 2 .

2*A m erican F e d e r a t i o n i s t . A p r i l ,  1904, p . 318 .

25A m erican F e d e r a t i o n i s t . A p r i l ,  1904, p . 2 9 8 .
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t h e  o t h e r .  T ra v e lin g  by  h o r s e  and  buggy , Gompers v i s i t e d  San 

Ju a n  i n  t h e  n o r th e a s t  and  Ponce i n  th e  so u th w e s t.H e  a l s o  s to p p e d  

o v e r  i n  many s m a lle r  c i t i e s  an d  tow ns, in c lu d in g  C ag u as , Cayey, 

M ayagiiez, San  Germ&n, A re c ib o ,  Sabana G ra n d e , S a l i n a s ,  S a n ta  

I s a b e l ,  G u& nica, Y auco, A rro y o , and  Guayam a. A l l  o v e r  t h e  

i s l a n d ,  Gompers e n co u n te re d  l a r g e  e n th u s i a s t i c  crow ds o f  w ork ing  

p e o p le  and  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  seem in g ly  n e v e r -e n d in g  s u c c e s s io n  

o f  l a b o r  m e e tin g s , a s s e m b lie s ,  lu n c h e o n s , r e c e p t i o n s ,  p a ra d e s ,  

m a rc h e s ,  a n d  r a l l i e s .  He a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a  lo n g  s t r e a m  o f  

g r e e t i n g s ,  m essag es, te le g r a m s ,  and p e t i t i o n s .  O v er t h e  c o u rs e  

o f  h i s  s t a y  on th e  i s l a n d ,  Gompers m et n o t  o n ly  w i th  w o rk e rs  and 

l a b o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  b u t  w i th  governm ent o f f i c i a l s ,  from  th e  

G o v ern o r on down, and w i th  b u s in e ssm e n , p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  and  th e  

l e a d e r s  o f  v a r io u s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  Sam uel Gompers d id  n o t  

sp e ak  S p a n ish  and d u rin g  h i s  t r i p  t o  P u e r to  R ico  h e  com m unicated 

w ith  t h e  w o rk e rs  th ro u g h  an  i n t e r p r e t e r .  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  who 

l e a r n e d  E n g lis h  d u rin g  t h e  one  y e a r  he had  l i v e d  i n  t h e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s ,  o f t e n  se rv e d  a s  G om pers’ t r a n s l a t o r .

The g e n e ro u s  welcome he  m et w ith  e v ery w h ere  i n  P u e r to  R ico  

g r e a t l y  im p re s s e d  G om pers, a n d  he e s p e c i a l l y  n o te d  how i n  

S a l in a s ,  Na  fa m ily  o f f e r e d  t o  le a v e  t h e i r  home and  t u r n  i t  o v e r  

t o  me f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  The h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  p e o p le ,"  h e  

re m a rk e d , "knows no b o u n d s ." 2 6  x t  t h e  same t im e ,  h ow ever, he  

e x p r e s s e d  a  v e ry  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd s  t h e  P u e r to  

R ic a n s . He p r a i s e d  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  i s l a n d  a s  w o rth  p r e s e r v in g ,

26A m erican  F e d e r a t io n i s t . May, 1904, p . 393.
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b u t  h e  c a u t io n e d  th e y  w o u ld  n e e d  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  A ng lo -S axon  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p u n c t u a l i t y  an d  p e r s i s t e n c y .  He f e l t  

c o n f id e n t  t h a t  once  th e y  d i d ,  P u e r to  R ico  w ould  be  "an  i s l a n d  o f  

o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p e o p le  o f  t h e  w o r ld ." 27

G om pers1 R e a c tio n  t o  C o n d itio n s  i n  P u e r to  R ico

The p o v e r ty  and  m is e ry  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  h e  e n c o u n te re d  

e v e ry w h e re  he  w en t i n  P u e r to  R ic o  made a  d e ep  im p r e s s io n  on 

G om pers. He n o te d  t h a t ,  " in  s p i t e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  f e r t i l i t y  o f  

P o r to  R i c o 's  s o i l ,  a  g r e a t  m ass o f  men a r e  unem ployed  . . .  

p o v e r t y  v e r y  l a r g e l y  a b o u n d s  an d  m is e r y  a n d  d e g r a d a t i o n  

o b t a i n . " 28 He o b se rv e d  t h a t  t h e  w ork ing  p e o p le  had  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

fo o d  a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  h o u s in g  a c c o m o d a tio n s  w e re  cram ped  an d  

u n s a n i t a r y .  " I  saw more m is e ry  an d  hunger stam ped  upon th e  fa c e s  

o f  t h e  men and  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  P o r to  R ico  th a n  I  have  e v e r  

s e e n  i n  a l l  my l i f e ,  and  I  hope I  may be s p a r e d  from  s e e in g  th e  

l i k e  a g a i n . " 28

D u rin g  h i s  v i s i t ,  Gompers a l s o  commented on th e  lo n g  h o u rs  

o f  l a b o r  and  t h e  low w ages o f  w o rk e rs  on t h e  i s l a n d .  He p o in te d  

o u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  s u g a r  r e f i n e r i e s  he  v i s i t e d ,  t h e  men w orked from  

f i f t e e n  t o  s i x t e e n  h o u rs  f o r  o n ly  f o r t y  c e n t s  p e r  d a y . A t t h e  

same t im e ,  i n  t h e  s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  l a b o r e r s  w orked , c u t  c a n e , 

an d  h a u le d  i t  f o r  f i f t e e n  h o u rs  f o r  f o r t y  t o  f o r t y  f i v e  c e n ts  

p e r  d a y .  He w as p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p a l le d  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  company

27I b i d . ,  p .  41 6 .

28A m erican  F e d e r a t i o n i s t . A p r i l ,  1904, p .  2 9 6 .

29A m erican F e d e r a t i o n i s t . Hay, 1904, p . 413 .
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s t o r e s  w h e re  p l a n t a t i o n  w o rk e r s  w e re  f o c e d  t o  m ake t h e i r  

p u rc h a s e s .  I n  th e s e  s t o r e s , th e y  p a id  h ig h e r  p r i c e s  f o r  goods o f  

i n f e r i o r  q u a l i t y  th a n  w ere  a v a i l a b l e  e ls e w h e re ,  b u t  s i n c e  th e y  

w ere n o t  p a id  i n  l e g a l  t e n d e r  b u t  i n  s c r i p t  re d e e m a b le  o n ly  i n  

th e s e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  th e y  had  no a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  s to c k  t h e i r  

s h e lv e s  t h e r e .  S p e a k in g  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  w o r k e r s ,  Gompers 

rem ark ed : "They a r e  a s  much bound t o  t h e  s o i l  a s  w e re  th e  s e r f s  

i n  t h e  o l d - t i m e  g u i ld s  [ s i c ]  w hen t h e  l o r d s  and  b a ro n s  h e ld  

t h e i r  s w a y ." 30

Common l a b o r e r s  e a rn e d  o n ly  t h i r t y  c e n t s  p e r  d a y  f o r  e le v e n  

t o  t w e lv e  h o u r s  o f  w o rk , w h i l e  s k i l l e d  w o rk e r s  s u c h  a s  

b r i c k l a y e r s  and  c a r p e n te r s  e a rn e d  o n ly  from  s e v e n ty  f i v e  c e n ts  

t o  a  d o l l a r  tw e n ty  f i v e  c e n t s  p e r  d a y . T a i l o r s ,  among th e  m ost 

s k i l l e d  o f  w o rk e rs  on th e  i s l a n d ,  made tw e n ty  f i v e  d o l l a r s  p e r  

m on th , w h i l e  c ig a rm a k e rs  had  t o  r o l l  o ne  th o u s a n d  c i g a r s  f o r  

be tw een  t h r e e  and  a  h a l f  t o  f o u r  and  a  h a l f  d o l l a r s .  Commenting 

on t h e  w o rk  o f  women, G om pers p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  on  c o f f e e  

p l a n t a t i o n s ,  women and  g i r l s  w o rk ed  s e l e c t i n g  c o f f e e  i n  t h e  

c o f f e e  h o u se s  f o r  f o u r t e e n  t o  f i f t e e n  h o u rs  p e r  d ay  f o r  pay  o f  

o n ly  f i f t e e n  t o  tw e n ty  c e n t s .  The e x te n s iv e  unem ploym ent a l s o  

im p re s s e d  G om pers. He com m ented: " I  h av e  s e e n  m ore i d l e  men, 

m ore unem ployed  m en, n o t  i d l e  b y  c h o ic e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  th e y  c a n  

f in d  no w ork t o  d o , i n  my t r a v e l s  i n  P o r to  R ico  th a n  I  have  e v e r  

se e n  among l i k e  num bers o f  p e o p le  i n  a l l  my l i f e .  "31

3° i b i d .

3 1 lb id .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



152

P ro m o tio n  o f  AFL Id e o lo g y

Sam uel Gompers u s e d  h i s  v i s i t  t o  P u e r to  R ic o  t o  p rom ote  

t h e  b a s i c  t e n e t s  o f  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r . M ost 

s i g n i f i c a n t  among t h e s e  was t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  l a b o r  u n io n s .  

Gompers u rg e d  th e  w o rk e rs  o f  P u e r to  R ico  t o  form  l a b o r  u n io n s  as 

a  way o f  p ro m o tin g  demands f o r  r e g u l a r  em ploym ent, h ig h e r  w ages, 

s h o r t e r  h o u r s  o f  w o rk , a n d  im p ro v e d  w o rk in g  a n d  l iv i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s .  He t o l d  P u e r to  R ic a n  w o rk e rs  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o u ld  b e  " to  m ake men m ore  in d e p e n d e n t  and  

i n t e l l i g e n t ,  t o  m ake women m ore  a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  l o v i n g ,  and  

m a tro n ly ,  an d  t o  make t h e  c h i l d r e n  have b r i g h t e r  e y e s ,  b r i g h te r  

h o p e s ,  a n d  b r i g h t e r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . " 33 T h is  

s ta te m e n t  r e v e a l e d  h i s  s e x i s t  a t t i t u d e s  an d  h i s  o p tim ism  t h a t  

w o rk e rs  c o u ld  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e  

w i t h in  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  sy s te m  by s im p ly  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  l a b o r ,  Gompers 

p rom oted  t h e  u n i ty  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ican  w o rk e rs ' movement and  th e  

u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o r  movements o f  P u e r to  R ico  an d  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s .  H is s t a t e d  p u rp o se  in  P u e r to  R ico  was t o  "am algam ate  th e  

l a b o r  movement i n t o  o n e  co m p re h en s iv e  body i n  f u l l  a f f i l i a t i o n  

w i th  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r ." 33 He c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  

u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  tw o  r i v a l  P u e r to  R ican  l a b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  

t h e  F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l and  th e  F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib r e , t h e  tw o la b o r

^ A m erican F e d e r a t i o n i s t . A p r i l ,  1904 p . 299 .

33I b i d . , p .  2 96 .
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g ro u p s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  fro m  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  

R e g io n a l i n  Ju n e  o f  1899 o v e r  t h e  i s s u e  o f  fo rm in g  an  a l l i a n c e  

w i th  t h e  P a r t id o  R eb u b ican o . A c c o rd in g  t o  G om pers, d i v i s i o n s  

among w o rk e rs  o n ly  l e d  t o  m ore p o v e r ty ,  h u n g e r ,  g lo o m , and 

d e s p a i r .  He t o l d  th e  w o rk e rs  t h a t  " th e  m ore th o ro u g h ly  you a re  

u n i t e d  t h e  b e t t e r  w i l l  b e  y o u r  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  h ig h e r  w ag es , f o r  

r e g u l a r  em ploym ent, f o r  b e t t e r  hom es, [a n d ]  f o r  s e n d in g  y o u r 

c h i l d r e n  t o  s c h o o l ." 34

G om pers1 e f f o r t  t o  u n i t e  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l an d  th e  

F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  p ro v e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  i n  t h e  e n d  he 

c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  F e d e ra c id n  R eg io n a l was n o t  a  bona f i d e  la b o r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  b u t  an  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  o p p o r t u n i s t s  i n c l u d i n g ,  

" p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  th e  em ploym ent o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t.”35 He p o in te d  

o u t  t h a t ,  " th e  s o - c a l l e d  F e d e ra c id n  R e g io n a l . . .  was n o t  a  la b o r  

o r g a n iz a t io n  in  any s e n se  o f  t h e  word b u t  a  c l i q u e  w h ich  so u g h t 

t o  do m in eer o v e r  some workmen i n  th e  hope o f  u s in g  them  f o r  i t s  

own p o l i t i c a l  and p e rs o n a l  a g g ra n d iz e m e n t.”3^

He c o n tin u e d , how ever, t o  a d v o ca te  u n i ty  betw een  t h e  i s l a n d  

l a b o r  m ovem ent, as r e p r e s e n te d  by t h e  F e d e ra c i6 n  L ib r e  d e  lo s  

T r a b a ia d o r e s  de  P u e r to  R ic o , and  th e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L a b o r, w h ich  Gompers v iew ed  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  

U .S . d e m o c ra c t ic  i d e a l s .  " I  co n v ey  t o  y o u  t h e  m e ssa g e  o f  

o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  w h ic h  i s  t h e  l i v i n g

34I b i d . , p .  299 .

35I b i d . , p .  415.

3® Ib id . , p .  394.
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em bodim ent o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o u r  r e p u b l i c . " 37 As f a r  a s  

Sam uel Gompers was c o n c e rn e d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  

In d e p e n d e n c e  and  th e  g u a ra n te e s  o f  t h e  A m erican  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  

in c lu d in g  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p ,  had  t o  be  e x te n d e d  

t o  P o r to  R ic o .

T h is  b e l i e f  was p r e d i c a t e d  on  th e  i d e a  t h a t  P u e r to  R ic o  

form ed a  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  w hich  w as a  r e c u r r in g  them e 

i n  G om pers' p ro nouncem en ts  w h i le  on  t h e  i s l a n d .  I n  an  a d d re s s  

b e f o r e  a  l a r g e  g a th e r in g  o f  o r g a n iz e d  w o rk e rs  he  s t a t e d ,  "you 

a r e  now m ore u n i t e d  t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  th a n  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  t o  

a l l  i n t e n t s  and  p u rp o se s  we a r e  one  c o u n try ,  s o  we m u st have  one 

common i n t e r e s t  and  o n e  common d e s t i n y . " 38 H ow ever, t h i s  v iew  

r a n  c o u n te r  t o  th e  1901 d e c i s io n  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  Suprem e 

C o u r t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Downes v .  B id w e ll  when i t  d e c l a r e d  P u e r to  

R ico  an  u n in c o r p o r a te d  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  t h a t  i t  

b e lo n g e d  t o  b u t  was n o t  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  an d  t h a t  t h e  

p r o v i s io n s  o f  t h e  U .S . C o n s t i t u t i o n  d id  n o t  a u to m a t ic a l ly  a p p ly  

t o  th e  i s l a n d . 39

The A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor s ta u n c h ly  s u p p o r te d  U .S . 

c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  P u e r to  R ic o , an d  Gompers e x p re s s e d  c o n f id e n c e  

t h e  U .S . w ou ld  soon  g r a n t  s u c h  a  s t a t u s .  I n  h i s  w o rd s , " P o r to  

R ico  i s  now a  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  I  know t h a t  you a r e

37I b i d . ,  p .  299 .

38I b i d . ,  p .  2 9 8 .

39J o s d  T r ia s  Monge, P u e r to  R ic o . The T r i a l s  o f  t h e  O ld e s t  
C olony  i n  t h e  W orld . New H aven: T a le  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1997, 
p .  4 5 .
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e n t i t l e d  t o  an d  w i l l  r e c e iv e  a t  an  e a r l y  day  th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

f u l l  A m e ric a n  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . " 40 G om pers 

p ro m ised  t o  do  a n y th in g  he c o u ld  t o  h e lp  s e c u re  t h e  P u e r to  R ican  

p e o p le  t h e i r  r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  f l a g . 4*- Sam uel 

Gompers a n d  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r w o rk ed  lo n g  an d  

h a rd  t o  s e c u r e  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .

F o r t h e i r  p a r t ,  w orkers i n  P u e r to  R ico  v iew ed  th e  e x te n s io n  

o f  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  a s  a  way o f  

c o n s o l i d a t i n g  a n d  g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h e i r  d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t s .  

B e g in n in g  i n  1 9 0 2 , an d  a lm o s t  e v e r y  y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r ,  FLT 

d e l e g a t e s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t io n s  o f  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r p r e s e n te d  r e s o l u t i o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

AFL s u p p o r t  t h e i r  demand t h a t  U n i te d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s h i p  b e  

g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  p e o p le .  The c o n v e n t io n s  a lw ay s  

c o m p lied , and  f o r  many y e a rs  Sam uel Gompers a c t i v e l y  lo b b ie d  t h e  

C o n g re ss  a n d  t h e  P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t o  b r in g  t h i s  

a b o u t .  As a  sym bol o f  Gompers' e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  P r e s id e n t  

Woodrow W ilso n  p r e s e n te d  him one  o f  th e  t h r e e  p e n s  he u se d  t o  

s ig n  t h e  1917 Jo n e s  A c t, t h e  m a jo r  p r o v i s io n  o f  w h ich  was t h e  

e x te n s io n  o f  U .S c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  R ic o .4?

W h ile  i n  P u e r to  R ic o , G om pers a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  a  s t r o n g  

b e l i e f  i n  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t o  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  U .S . F e d e ra l  g o v e rn m en t. He b e l ie v e d  t h a t

40A m erican F e d e r a t i o n i s t . 1904, p .  304 .

41I b id .

4?G onzalo  F . C d rd o v a , R e s id e n t « s i o n e r  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s .
p .  1 3 9 .
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i f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  P u e r t o  R ic o  w e re  go o d  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  S p a i n 's  n a t i o n a l  law -m aking  b o d y , " u n d e r th e  

s t a r s  an d  s t r i p e s  i n  f r e e  A m erica  we o u g h t t o  a c c o rd  P o r to  R ico  

t h e  sam e r i g h t  an d  p r i v i l e g e .  ”*3 Gom pers was o u t r a g e d  t h a t  

P u e r to  R ic o  was t r e a t e d  "as  a  s t e p c h i l d  i n  t h e  f a m ily  o f  U ncle  

Sam ." He s t a t e d  t h a t  " th e  t im e  h a s  come when n o t  o n ly  sh o u ld  

P o r to  R ic o  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  f u l l  f e l lo w s h ip  i n  th e  f a m ily  o f  th e  

A m erican  r e p u b l i c ,  b u t  t h a t  sh e  sh o u ld  have  a  f u l l  s h a r e  o f  home 

r u l e . " 44

A lth o u g h  he a d v o c a te d  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  and  g r e a t e r  s e l f -  

governm en t f o r  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  Gompers c a u t io n e d  th e  

w o r k e r s  a g a i n s t  d i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by  l a b o r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h is  was t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A m erican 

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L abor an d  Gompers a t te m p te d  t o  im pose  i t  on t h e  

i s l a n d ' s  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movem ent. He a rg u e d  t h a t  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s  

o n ly  s e r v e d  t o  d iv id e  w o rk e r s .  " I  know p o l i t i c s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i e s  h ave  had  much t o  do w i th  d iv id in g  th e  f o r c e s  o f  l a b o r  i n  

P o r to  R i c o . " 45 W hile  a c k n o w le d g in g  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y ,  he  u rg e d  w o rk e rs  t o  a c t  on t h e i r  own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

and  n o t  t o  in v o lv e  l a b o r  u n io n s  d i r e c t l y  i n  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s .  

He a s s u r e d  them  t h a t  " i n  b eco m in g  m em bers o f  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r you  s u r r e n d e r  no p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t  you now 

h a v e ." 46 R e p u b lic a n s  c o u ld  re m a in  R e p u b lic a n s  and  F e d e r a l i s t s

^ A m erican F e d e r a t i o n i s t . May, 1904, p .  414 .

44A m erican  F e d e r a t i o n i s t . A p r i l ,  1904, p .  303 .

45I b i d . , p .  305 .
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c o u ld  re m a in  F e d e r a l i s t s .  He o n ly  u rg e d  t h a t  th e y  b e  t r u e  u n io n  

men. He rem in d ed  them  t h a t  e l e c t i o n s  to o k  p la c e  o n ly  once  e v e ry  

y e a r ,  b u t  t h a t  th e y  had  t o  l i v e  364 o t h e r  days o f  t h e  y e a r .  He 

c la im e d  t h a t  i s  was m ore im p o r ta n t  f o r  w o rk ers  t o  h a v e  good food  

and  b e t t e r  h om es.47 I n  th e o r y ,  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  a d o p te d  th e  

AFL p o l i c y  t o  re m a in  a p o l i t i c a l ,  b u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  i t  d i d  n o t  

a d h e re  t o  Sam uel G om pers’ a d v ic e .  The FLT a l r e a d y  h ad  a  h i s t o r y  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b e f o r e  G om pers ' v i s i t  a n d  i t  

c o n t in u e d  t o  t a k e  a  d i r e c t  an d  i n d i r e c t  r o l e  i n  i s l a n d  p a r ty  

p o l i t i c s .

The n u m e r ic a l  s t r e n g t h ,  f i n a n c i a l  p o w er, a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

i n f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor g r e a t l y  im p re sse d  

t h e  l e a d e r s  and  ra n k  and f i l e  o f  t h e  l a b o r  movem ent i n  P u e r to  

R ic o . W orkers on t h e  i s l a n d  e x p re s s e d  g r e a t  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  th e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  t h e  AFL 

p r o v id e d  th em . They f e l t  t h a t  o n ly  Sam uel Gompers an d  t h e  AFL 

c o u ld  b e  c o u n te d  on t o  t r u t h f u l l y  in fo rm  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  U .S . p o l i t i c i a n s  a b o u t t h e  d e p lo r a b le  s o c i a l  

an d  w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s  on  t h e  i s l a n d .  AFL s u p p o r t  e n c o u ra g e d  

u n i o n i z e d  w o r k e r s  i n  P u e r t o  R ic o  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  and  s t r i k e  cam paigns d e s p i t e  t h e i r  w eak n u m e ric a l 

and  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  and  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  th e  o p en  h o s t i l i t y  o f  

em p lo y ers  and  th e  l o c a l  governm ent.

G o m p e rs ' 1904 v i s i t  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  

i n t e r e s t  i n  o r g a n iz in g  la b o r  u n io n s  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  AFL. In

46I b i d .

47I b i d .
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t h e  wake o f  h i s  v i s i t  t h e  FLT e s t a b l i s h e d  many c r a f t  u n io n s  and  

m em b ersh ip  g rew  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  I n  1904, t h e r e  e x i s t e d  f o r t y  

t h r e e  u n io n s  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . By 1908, t h i s  num ber had  in c r e a s e d  

t o  one h u n d re d  and  tw e n ty , w i th  a  t o t a l  m em bersh ip  o f  f i v e  an d  

o n e  h a l f  th o u s a n d  w o rk e r s .  A t t h e  en d  o f  h i s  v i s i t ,  Gompers 

c la im e d  i t  h ad  b e e n  a  huge s u c c e s s .  Re f e l t  t h a t  " th e  w o rk in g  

p e o p le  h a v e  becom e e n c o u ra g e d , an d  w h ere  t h e y  w e re  s a d  and  

d o w n cast an d  f o r l o r n  and  d e s p a i r i n g ,  th e y  a r e  now h o p e f u l . " 48

A FL's C o n t r ib u t io n  t o  th e  FLT

D e fen se  o f  D em o cra tic  R ig h ts

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  A m e ric a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L a b o r  

c o n t i n u a l l y  s u p p o r te d  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b a s i c  d e m o c ra t ic  

r i g h t s  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  o f  P u e r to  R ic o . S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  AFL 

d e fe n d e d  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  form  l a b o r  u n io n s  a n d  t o  s t r i k e  f o r  an  

im provem ent i n  w o rk in g  c o n d i t io n s  and  w ag es , a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  

r i g h t s  t o  f r e e  sp e e c h  and a  f r e e  p r e s s .  F o r ex am p le , i n  1906 th e  

p o l i c e  i n  P u e r to  R ico  b r u t a l l y  a t t a c k e d  w o rk e rs  e n g a g e d  i n  a  

p e a c e f u l  s t r i k e  and  p re v e n te d  them  from  m e e tin g . The F e d e ra c id n  

L ib re  lo d g e d  a  fo rm a l c o m p la in t  w i th  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L a b o r  a n d  t h e  AFL lo b b ie d  l o c a l  g o v e rn m e n t 

o f f i c i a l s  on i t s  b e h a l f . 49

A n o th e r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  to o k  p l a c e  a  few  

y e a r s  l a t e r  w hen J u l i o  A y b a r , t h e  e d i t o r  o f  a  l o c a l  l a b o r

48I b i d . , p .  4 15 .

49R a p o r t  o f  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  Twenty S ix th  Annual C o n v e n tio n  o f  
t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r . 1906, p .  1 7 7 .
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n e w sp a p e r , w as s e n te n c e d  t o  p r i s o n  a f t e r  b e in g  c h a rg e d  w i th  

l i b e l i n g  a  c o u r t  ju d g e . A gain  t h e  AFL w en t t o  th e  a i d  o f  w o rk e rs  

on t h e  i s l a n d ,  t h i s  t im e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  a  f r e e  

p r e s s .50 L a t e r ,  i n  1918 , A r th u r  Y a g e r, t h e  G o v e rn o r o f  P u e r to  

R ic o , d e n ie d  s t r i k i n g  w o rk e rs  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a s se m b le  f r e e l y  t o  

d i s c u s s  t h e  s t r i k e  and  em ployed t h e  p o l i c e  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  b re a k  

t h e  s t r i k e .  T h is  t im e ,  S am uel Gom pers b r o u g h t  t h e  m a t t e r  

d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s . 51

The d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  t o  fo rm  l a b o r  u n io n s ,  t o  s t r i k e ,  t o  

a sse m b ly , t o  f r e e  s p e e c h , and  t o  a  f r e e  p r e s s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  

w ere o f  v i t a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  b o th  t h e  A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  

L ab o r a n d  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L i b r e . As n o te d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  AFL 

c o n s id e re d  P u e r to  R ico  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  

f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  

c o u ld  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  l e a d  t o  s i m i l a r  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U .S . 

m a in la n d . I n  P u e r to  R ic o , t h e  g u a r a n te e  o f  b a s i c  d e m o c ra t ic  

r i g h t s  s a f e g u a r d e d  t h e  F L T 's  s u r v i v a l  a s  a  v i a b l e  l a b o r  

o r g a n iz a t io n .  Many F e d e ra c id n  l e a d e r s  had  been  a c t i v e  d u r in g  th e  

p e r io d  o f  t h e  S p a n ish  c o lo n i a l  reg im e  when p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  d id  

n o t  e x i s t .  They knew o n ly  to o  w e l l  w ha t i t  m eant t o  a g i t a t e  on 

b e h a lf  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  la b o r  i n  a n  e n v iro n m en t w h ere  a d v o c a tin g

50R e o o r t  o f  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  Twenty E ig h th  A nnual C o n v en tio n  
o f  t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r .  1908, p .  2 30 .

51R e p o rt o f  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  T h i r ty  E ig h th  A nnual C onven tion  
o f  t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r . 1918, p .  98 .
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l a b o r  u n io n s ,  s t r i k e s  by w o rk e rs , o r  s p e a k in g  and  w r i t i n g  f r e e l y  

a b o u t t h e i r  b e l i e f s  c o u ld  q u ic k ly  la n d  them  i n  j a i l .

F in a n c ia l  A s s is ta n c e

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  

o f  L abor p ro v id e d  th e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  w i th  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

in  th e  form  o f  a  p a id  f u l l - t i m e  l a b o r  o r g a n iz e r .  F o r  a  p e r io d  o f  

a lm o s t t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  betw een 1901 , when f i r s t  com pensa ted  by th e  

AFL f o r  h i s  w ork  in  P u e r to  R ic o ,  u n t i l  1929 , S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  

re m a in e d  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a id  o r g a n iz e r s  f o r  t h e  A m erican  

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r . A ppend ix  O ne, on p a g e  182, d e m o n s tr a te s  

t h a t  I g l e s i a s  c o n t in u a l ly  ra n k e d  i n  th e  to p  t h i r d  o r  to p  h a l f  o f  

a l l  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  t h e  AFL e m p lo y e d . T h is  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

im p o rta n c e  t h e  AFL a t ta c h e d  t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  o rg a n iz in g  w o rk e rs  i n  

P u e r to  R ic o .  By em p lo y in g  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  a s  a  f u l l - t i m e  

o r g a n iz e r ,  t h e  AFL f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  w ork o f  one  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  

m ost e f f e c t i v e ,  a r t i c u l a t e ,  an d  c h a r i s m a t ic  l a b o r  l e a d e r s .  F o r  

m o st o f  t h e  p e r i o d  f o r  w h ic h  h e  was p a i d ,  I g l e s i a s  w orked 

e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . I n  t h e  n in e te e n  t w e n t i e s ,  how ever, 

he  d iv id e d  h i s  t im e  betw een w ork  f o r  th e  FLT i n  P u e r to  R ico  and 

f o r  t h e  Pan A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor i n  i t s  h e a d q u a r te r s  i n  

W ash ing ton , D.C.

B e s id e s  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  t h e  AFL o c c a s i o n a l l y  d e p lo y e d  

o th e r  p a id  o r g a n iz e r s  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . A ppendix Two, o n  p age  183, 

l i s t s  n in e  a d d i t i o n a l  l a b o r  o r g a n iz e r s  p a id  f o r  t h e i r  w ork on 

th e  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  p e r io d  b e tw e e n  1905 a n d  1924 . T h is  t a b l e ,  

h o w e v e r , d e m o n s t r a te s  t h a t  t h e  AFL u s e d  o t h e r  p a i d  l a b o r
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o r g a n iz e r s  v e ry  in f r e q u e n t ly  and  expended  l i t t l e  money on t h e i r  

s e r v i c e s .  O n ly  R a f a e l  A lo n so  T o r r e s  w o rk e d  r e p e a t e d l y  a n d  

r e c e iv e d  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s a l a r y .

The AFL a l s o  p ro v id e d  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  FLT members 

i n  th e  form  o f  s t r i k e ,  unem ploym ent, s i c k ,  and  d e a th  b e n e f i t s .  

G e n e r a l ly ,  how ever, d u r in g  s t r i k e s  o r g a n iz e d  w o rk e rs  i n  P u e r to  

R ico  d e r iv e d  v e ry  l i t t l e  by way o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  from  th e  

A m e ric a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L a b o r 's  D e fe n s e  F u n d . T he A F L 's  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n ts  t h a t  s t r i k e s  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  

b e fo re h a n d  by  th e  F e d e r a t io n 's  E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c il ,  t h a t  l o c a l s  be 

i n  c o n tin u o u s  good s ta n d in g  f o r  one y e a r ,  an d  t h a t  o n ly  members 

who had  p a id  u n io n  d u es  f o r  a f u l l  y e a r  w ere  e l i g i b l e  f o r  s t r i k e  

b e n e f i t s  o f t e n  p r e c lu d e d  members o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  from  

r e c e i v i n g  D e fen se  Fund b e n e f i t s  when th e y  w e n t o u t  on s t r i k e .  

Samuel Gcanpers' c o rre sp o n d e n c e  w ith  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  i n  P u e r to  R ico  

i s  r e p l e t e  w i th  in s t a n c e s  w here he h as  t o  e x p la in  o v e r  and  o v e r  

why s t r i k i n g  w o rk e rs  can  n o t  g e t  s t r i k e  b e n e f i t  p a y m e n ts . F o r 

ex am p le , on  November 12 , 1915, Sam uel Gompers w ro te  t o  G uadalupe 

V dsquez, t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s e c r e t a r y  o f  T abacco  S t r i p p e r s '  U nion No. 

12502 i n  J u n c o s , P u e r to  R ico  and  u rg e d  him  t o  " u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t ,  

u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s io n s  o f  A r t i c l e  X I I I  o f  t h e  [AFL] C o n s t i tu t io n ,  

y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  a n y  b e n e f i t s  from  t h e  

d e f e n s e  f u n d ,  t h e y  h a v in g  i n a u g u r a te d  a  s t r i k e  w i th o u t  t h e  

E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c il  b e in g  a f f o r d e d  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  c o n s id e r in g

th e  m a t t e r .  "52

52s »hhi* i compo s  L e tte rb o o k s  1883-1924 . volum e Number 212 
Document Number 917 Colum bia U n iv e r s i ty  L ib r a r y  M ic ro f ilm  
C o l le c t io n .
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The f a c t  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  FLT members w ere  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

l a b o r e r s  s u b j e c t  t o  v e ry  low  w a g e s , s e a s o n a l  w o rk , and  h ig h  

r a t e s  o f  unem ploym en t an d  u n d e re m p lo y m e n t m i t i g a t e d  a g a in s t  

c o m p lia n c e  w i th  s t r i c t  AFL D efen se  Fund r e q u i r e m e n ts .  M oreover, 

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  econom ic  c o n d i t i o n s ,  many l o c a l  u n io n s  and  

t h e i r  m e m b e rsh ip  r o s t e r s  w e re  o f t e n  v e r y  u n s t a b l e .  As a  

c o n se q u e n c e , f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  d u r in g  s t r i k e  movem ents was n o t  

a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  AFL' s r o l e  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . 

N e v e r th e le s s ,  a s  A ppendix T h re e , on  pag es 1 8 4 -186 , d e m o n s tra te s , 

t h e r e  w e re  num erous i n s t a n c e s  when th e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  

L ab o r d id  p r o v id e  f i n a n c i a l  b e n e f i t s  t o  s t r i k i n g  w o rk e rs  i n  

P u e r to  R ic o .  D u rin g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  s t r i k e  movement o f  

1906 t h e  AFL s e n t  m ore th a n  f o u r  th o u sa n d  d o l l a r s  t o  w orkers i n  

A re c ib o , an d  i n  1923 a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs  on s t r i k e  i n  Guayama, 

S a n ta  I s a b e l ,  and  S a l in a s  r e c e iv e d  o v e r  f i v e  th o u sa n d  d o l l a r s  i n  

b e n e f i t s .

S u p p o rt o f  L ab o r O rg a n iz a t io n

The A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r a l s o  e x te n d e d  t o  P u e r to  

R ic o  i t s  sy s te m  f o r  co m m iss io n in g  v o lu n te e r  l a b o r  o r g a n iz e r s .  

T h ese  w ere  l o c a l  l a b o r  u n io n  o r g a n iz e r s  who d i d  n o t  r e c e iv e  a  

s a l a r y  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  W hile  u n p a id , t h e s e  w ere  p r e s t ig io u s  

a n d  c o v e t e d  p o s i t i o n s  c o n f e r r e d  by  t h e  AFL p r e s i d e n t .  F o r  

ex am p le  o n  J a n u a r y  2 6 , 1914 , Sam uel Gompers w ro te  t o  P a s c u a l  

J o r d a n  i n  C abo R o jo , P u e r to  R ic o  a n d  in fo rm e d  h im  t h a t  " i n  

a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  I  am re n e w in g  y o u r  com m ission a s  

v o l u n te e r  o r g a n i z e r ,  w h ich  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  you u n d e r  s e p a r a t e
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c o v e r . "  B e c a u se  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  from  t h e  AFL 

h i e r a r c h y  t h e y  e n t a i l e d ,  p o s i t i o n s  a s  v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n iz e r s  

bestow ed  s t a t u s  on  th e  r e c i p i e n t .

The w ork  o f  t h e  v o l u n te e r  o r g a n i z e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  t h e  

e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  p a i d  o r g a n i z e r s ,  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  g ro w th  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e . The A m erican 

F e d e r a t io n i a t , p u b l is h e d  m o n th ly , o f t e n  r e p o r te d  on th e  work o f  

b o th  p a id  and  v o lu n te e r  o r g a n i z e r s .  A ppendix  F o u r , on page 187, 

l i s t s  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s ,  th e  c i t i e s  o r  tow ns i n  w hich  th ey  w orked , 

and  t h e  y e a r s  f o r  w h ich  th e y  s u b m i t te d  a t  l e a s t  one m o n th ly  

r e p o r t  t o  th e  AFL on t h e i r  o r g a n iz in g  w ork i n  P u e r to  R ico .

V o lu n te e r  o r g a n i z e r s  s p e a r h e a d e d  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L i b r e ' s  

many l a b o r  o r g a n i z i n g  c am p a ig n s  an d  s t r i k e  m ovem ents. T hey  

p rom o ted  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  u n io n  m em bersh ip  i n  r e g a rd  t o  w a g es , 

h o u rs  o f  w ork , and  w ork ing  c o n d i t i o n s .  They so u g h t to  s t r e n g th e n  

th e  FLT by  in c r e a s in g  th e  number o f  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs  th ro u g h o u t 

th e  i s l a n d  i n  b o th  u rb an  and r u r a l  a r e a s .  They made e f f o r t s  t o  

o r g a n iz e  s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs , su c h  a s  c ig a rm a k e r s ,  c a r p e n te r s ,  a n d  

ty p o g r a p h e r s .  They a l s o  o r g a n iz e d  among women w o rk e rs , t h e  

u n s k i l l e d ,  a n d  r u r a l  l a b o r e r s ,  su c h  a  fe m a le  to b a c c o  s t r i p p e r s  

i n  c i g a r  f a c t o r i e s  an d  s u g a rc a n e  f i e l d  w o rk e r s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  

v o l u n te e r  o r g a n i z e r s  a c t i v e l y  p ro m o te d  t h e  u s e  o f  th e  u n io n  

l a b e l .

T h e i r  o r g a n iz in g  m ethods in c lu d e d  t h e  m ass c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  

l e a f l e t s  a n d  p a m p h le ts ,  and  t h e  s t a g i n g  o f  o p en  a i r  p u b l i c  

m e e tin g s  and  in d o o r  a s s e m b lie s  i n  m u n ic ip a l  h a l l s ,  un ion  h a l l s ,  

a n d  t h e a t e r s .  A t t h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s ,  v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z e r s
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e x p la in e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i d e a s ,  e n d s ,  a n d  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  

o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r  m ovem ent. T hey  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r g a n iz in g  

c o m m itte e s  and  s e t  up a  s e r i e s  o f  S a tu rd a y  an d  Sunday m e e tin g s  

t o  r e c r u i t  new u n io n  m em bers. T hey o f t e n  o r g a n iz e d  forum s f o r  

t h e  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic , s o c i a l ,  

i n d u s t r i a l ,  and  unem ploym ent p ro b lem s a f f e c t i n g  t h e  w o rk e rs  o f  

P u e r to  R ic o .

A c t iv e  a n d  c o u ra g e o u s , v o l u n t e e r  l a b o r  o r g a n i z e r s  l e d  

s t r i k e  movements and  o f t e n  c o n f ro n te d  th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  em ployers 

and  t h e  p o l i c e .  In  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  AFL i n  A u g u st o f  1905, one  

v o lu n te e r  o r g a n iz e r  commented t h a t ,  "many em p lo y ers  a r e  h o s t i l e  

t o  o r g a n iz a t io n  and  t h i s  makes o u r  work m ore d i f f i c u l t . " 53 The 

f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  a n o th e r  one w r o te ,  " o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  i s  m aking 

p r o g r e s s ,  b u t  some o f  th e  e m p lo y ers  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  b o y c o t t  t h e  

l a b o r e r s  w i th  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  d e s t r o y in g  t h e  u n io n ." 54 D uring 

th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs ' s t r i k e  o f  1906, a u t h o r i t i e s  a r r e s t e d  

e l e v e n  l a b o r  l e a d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  n um ber o f  v o l u n t e e r  

o r g a n i z e r s ,  a n d  a c c u s e d  th em  o f  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p o l i c e . 55 

V o lu n te e r  o r g a n i z e r s , n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  re m a in e d  u n d e te r r e d .  "The 

c a p i t a l i s t  e m p lo y e r s  a r e  v e r y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  to w a rd  an y  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs , h o w ev er, we a r e  g o in g  

r i g h t  a h e a d , t r y i n g  t o  im prove  t h e  w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  

l a b o r in g  m en .”55

53A m erican F e d e r a t i o n i s t . A u g u st, 1905, p . 535 .

54I b i d . ,  J u n e , 1906, p .  411.

55I b i d . ,  J a n u a ry ,  1906, p .  44 .

55I b i d . ,  N ay, 1908 , p .  402.
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One o u t s t a n d i n g  v o l u n t e e r  l a b o r  o r g a n i z e r  was E s te b a n  

P a d i l l a .  He w as o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z e r s  

a p p o in te d  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . B o ra  on  D ecem ber 2 6 , 1878 , P a d i l l a  

became b o th  a  t a i l o r  and  c ig a rm a lce r by  t r a d e .  A f t e r  jo in in g  t h e  

o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement, he s e rv e d  on th e  s t a f f s  o f  a  number o f  

l a b o r  n e w s p a p e rs , i n c lu d in g  E l  P o r v e n i r  S o c i a l . E l  Pan d e l  

P o b re . and  La H u e la a . He s e rv e d  a s  a  v o lu n te e r  o r g a n iz e r  in  1904 

an d  1905 an d  was among t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

w o rk e rs ' s t r i k e s  o f  1905 and  1906 D u rin g  t h o s e  s t r i k e s  he  was 

j a i l e d  o v e r  t h i r t y  t im e s .  In  1908, he  r e p r e s e n te d  t h e  FLT a t  t h e  

A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r c o n v e n t io n  i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  In  

1910, he  h e lp e d  o rg a n iz e  th e  P a r t id o  O b re ro  I n s u l a r  and  f o r  many 

y e a r s  r a n  a s  i t s  c a n d id a te  f o r  a  s e a t  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  He 

s e rv e d  a s  a s s i s t a n t  c h ie f  o f  t h e  B ureau  o f  L ab o r i n  P u e r to  R ico  

i n  1922. A f t e r  a  lo n g  i l l n e s s  b ro u g h t on by overw ork  i n  a s t r i k e  

i n  t h e  to b a c c o  i n d u s t r y ,  he  p a s s e d  away on  J a n u a ry  2 4 , 1927. 

T housands o f  m ourning  w orkers a t te n d e d  E s te b a n  P a d i l l a ' s  f u n e r a l  

and  p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  e f f o r t s  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  

movement o f  P u e r to  R ic o .57

In  t h e i r  r e p o r t s  t o  AFL o f f i c i a l s ,  v o l u n te e r  o r g a n iz e r s  

made s u r e  t o  in c lu d e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  p r e v a i l i n g  w ag es , h o u rs  o f  

w o rk , an d  g e n e r a l  l a b o r  c o n d i t i o n s .  They a l s o  commented on  t h e  

unem ploym ent s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  p e r s e c u t io n  o f  t h e  l a b o r  m ovem ent, 

and  on  t h e  e n a c tm e n t and  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  l a b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  In  

a d d i t i o n ,  th e y  p r o v id e d  i n f o r m a t io n  on  t h e  s t a t e  o f  l a b o r

57I b i d . , A p r i l ,  1927, p .  496 .
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o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  th e  c h a r t e r i n g  o f  new u n io n s ,  an d  on th e  t o t a l  

num ber o f  u n io n  m em bers. T hese  v o u n te e r s  o f t e n  e m p h asized  t h a t  

o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs  e n jo y e d  h ig h e r  w a g es , s h o r t e r  h o u rs  o f  l a b o r ,  

and  b e t t e r  w ork ing  c o n d i t io n s  th a n  u n o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs . I n  t h i s  

way th e y  prom oted  th e  c o n c e p ts  and  g o a ls  o f  AFL t r a d e  u n io n is m . 

W r i t in g  f ro m  t h e  to w n  o f  Y au co , one  v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z e r ,  

L eonardo  P ach eco , w ro te  "we a r e  s t r i v i n g  t o  c r e a t e  and m a in ta in  

a  p e r f e c t  t r a d e  u n io n  o r g a n i z a t i o n . " 5® From San J u a n ,  S a n tia g o  

I g l e s i a s  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  " th e  w o r k e r s  seem  e n t h u s i a s t i c  t o  

o r g a n iz e  an d  make th e  l a b o r  movement o f  t h i s  i s l a n d  a t r u l y  an d  

g e n u in e  A m erican  l a b o r  movement b a s e d  upon t h e  b e s t  c o n c e p tio n  

o f  t r a d e  u n io n ." 59

The A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r a l s o  p ro v id e d  th e  FLT t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l  fram ework w i t h in  w hich t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  grew  an d  

d e v e lo p e d  i n  te rm s o f  s i z e  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h is  s t r u c t u r e  

in c lu d e d  t h e  system  o f  c h a r t e r i n g  t r a d e  u n io n s  and  c e n t r a l  l a b o r  

u n io n s .  The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  l a b o r  o r g a n iz in g  on  th e  i s l a n d  i s  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  num ber o f  u n io n s ,  c e n t r a l  l a b o r  u n io n s ,  a n d  

w o rk e rs  o rg a n iz e d .

By t h e  e a r ly  1920s, t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  c la im e d  w e l l  o v e r  

150 l o c a l  u n io n s  and  2 0 ,0 0 0  m em bers. The m o st num erous u n io n s  

i n c l u d e d  t h o s e  o f  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s ,  s u c h  a s  c a r p e n t e r s ,  

sh o e m ak e rs , and b a k e r s .  C ig a r  f a c t o r y  w o rk e rs , b o th  s k i l l e d  and  

u n s k i l l e d ,  a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  l a r g e  num ber o f  l o c a l s .  I n

5® I b id . ,  F e b ru a ry , 1909, p .  179.

59I b i d . , May, 1907, p .  3 46 .
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a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  PLT s u c c e e d e d  i n  fo rm in g  m any u n io n s  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e r s .  A ppendix  F i v e ,  on  p ag e  1 8 8 , l i s t s  t h e  

y e a r s  and  c i t i e s  w here  t h e  AFL c h a r t e r e d  c i t y  c e n t r a l  l a b o r  

u n io n s . A ppend ix  S ix ,  on page 189, d e t a i l s  when new u n io n s  w ere 

o rg a n iz e d , t h e  t o t a l  num ber o f  u n io n s ,  and  th e  t o t a l  m em bership 

o f  th e  FLT f o r  s e l e c t e d  y e a r s  be tw een  1904 and 1934. In fo rm a tio n  

on th e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  u n io n s  w i t h in  th e  FLT i s  p ro v id e d  in  

Appendix S ev en , on page  190.

A d i r e c t o r y  o f  FLT member u n io n s  t h a t  d a t e s  from  1904 

l i s t e d  126 u n io n s  an d  19 ,157  m em b ers .60 W hile  t h e  num ber o f  

u n io n  members c la im e d  i s  p ro b a b ly  g r e a t l y  e x a g g e ra te d ,  i t  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  b e c a u se  o f  some o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  i t  p ro v id e s . 

I t  l i s t s  t h e  c i t y ,  name, and number o f  e ac h  u n io n . I t  a l s o  g iv e s  

t h e  name o f  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  th e  s t r e e t  a d d re s s  o f  e a c h  l o c a l  and 

c e n t r a l  l a b o r  u n io n ,  and  th e  num ber o f  m em bers. An e x a m in a tio n  

o f  t h i s  docum ent d e m o n s tra te s  t h a t  t h e  m ost num erous u n io n s  w ere 

th o s e  o f  s k i l l e d  u rb an  w o rk e rs . T h ese  u n io n s ,  ho w ev er, u s u a l ly  

had  o n ly  a  few  dozen  m em bers. F o r  e x am p le , ty p o g ra p h e r s  u n io n  

number 478 i n  San Ju a n  h ad  f o r t y  mem bers w h i le  m asons u n io n  

number 413 i n  A re c ib o  h ad  t h i r t y  m em bers. A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  

u n io n s w ere  a l s o  num erous and u s u a l ly  h ad  w e l l  o v e r  one hundred  

members. I n  J u a n a  D ia z , a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  u n io n  num ber 11551 

h ad  133 m em bers an d  i n  A re c ib o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  u n io n  

number 11694 h a d  150 m em bers. The l a r g e s t  u n io n s ,  t h o s e  w ith

60" D ire c t  o r  i o  d e  l a s  u n io n es  de l a  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  de  lo s  
T ra b a ja d o re s  d e  P u e r to  R ic o ,"  re p ro d u c e d  i n  Ig u a ld a d  I g l e s i a s  
Pag&n, E l o b re r ia m o  en  P u e r to  R ic o , dpoca  de  S a n tia g o  I o l e s i a s  
(1896-1905) ( P a le n c ia  d e  C a s t i l l a :  E d ic io n e s  Ju a n  Ponce De Ledn, 
1973), p p . 3 2 7 -3 3 3 .
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b e tw een  o n e  a n d  t h r e e  th o u sa n d  members w e re  t h e  c i t y  c e n t r a l  

l a b o r  u n io n s .  They b ro u g h t t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  w orkers 

f o r  whom t h e r e  w as no s p e c i f i c  t r a d e  u n io n .  I n  A re c ib o  th e  

c e n t r a l  u n io n  h a d  3 ,000  m em bers . In  Guayam a, i t  h ad  1 ,6 0 0  

m em bers. H ow ever, v e ry  few w om en's u n io n s w ere  l i s t e d  and th e s e  

h a d  o n ly  a  few  d o zen  m em b ers . One e x c e p t io n  w as women' s 

p r o t e c t i v e  u n io n  nexnber 1733 i n  M ayagiiez, w h ic h  c la im e d  320 

members.

FLT P a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  AFL C o n v en tio n s

E very  y e a r  a f t e r  i t s  a f f i l i a t i o n  to  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  

o f  L a b o r ,  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  s e n t  d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  AFL 

a n n u a l c o n v e n t io n s .  A t th e s e  g a th e r in g s  Samuel Gom pers, t h e  AFL 

E x e c u tiv e  C o m m ittte e , S p e c ia l C om m ittees on  P u e r to  R ic o , o r  th e  

FLT d e l e g a t e s  th em se lv e s  p r e s e n te d  r e p o r t s  h i g h l i g h t in g  l i v i n g  

and  w o rk in g  c o n d i t io n s  in  P u e r to  R ico . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement, u s u a l l y  S a n t ia g o  

I g l e s i a s  a n d  o n e  o r  two o t h e r  d e l e g a t e s ,  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  

r e s o l u t i o n s  f o r  AFL c o n s id e r a t io n .  These r e s o l u t i o n s  i n d ic a t e d  

t h e  k in d  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t h e  FLT so u g h t from  t h e  U .S . l a b o r  

m ovement. O f te n  th e y  re q u e s te d  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t .

One m a jo r  a s p e c t  o f  th e  F L T 's  cam paign on b e h a l f  o f  w o rk ers  

i n  P u e r to  R ico  fo c u se d  on p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  to  

f r e e  s p e e c h , a  f r e e  p r e s s ,  a s s e s ib ly , and t h e  r i g h t  t o  form  la b o r  

u n io n s  a n d  t o  s t r i k e  f o r  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  Many o f  t h e  

r e s o l u t i o n s  b ro u g h t  b e fo re  AFL c o n v e n tio n s  by  t h e  P u e r to  R ican  

d e l e g a t e s  a s k e d  f o r  AFL h e lp  t o  g u a ra n te e  t h e s e  r i g h t s .  They
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o f t e n  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  Sam uel Gompers b r i n g  t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

th e  U .S . P r e s i d e n t  t h e  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  i n  P u e r to  

R ic o . The FLT c o n t i n u a l l y  p r e s e n te d  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  AFL 

demand t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  governm ent g r a n t  t h e  p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  

R ico  U n i te d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s h i p  and g u a r a n t e e  them  t h e  same 

r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  a s  t h e  p e o p le  o f  a l l  U .S . s t a t e s  an d  

t e r r i t o r i e s .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  FLT so u g h t  t o  p ro m o te  i t s  p ro g ram  f o r  

s o c i a l  r e f o r m s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  a re a s  o f  e d u c a t io n  and  la b o r ,  

th ro u g h  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  i t s  d e le g a te s  p r e s e n te d  a t  t h e  a n n u a l 

c o n v e n t io n s  o f  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L a b o r . I n  1907 , FLT 

d e l e g a t e s  S a n t i a g o  I g l e s i a s ,  E u g en io  S & nchez, a n d  J o a q u in  

B e c e r r i l l  p r e s e n te d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  a  j o i n t  FLT-AFL com m ittee  

c a l l  on t h e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  and  recommend t h a t  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  g r a n t i n g  P u e r to  R ican s  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p ,  s c h o o l  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and  t e a c h e r s  s a l a r i e s  be  in c r e a s e d ,  an d  t h a t  law s 

i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  e i g h t  h o u r w ork d ay , t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  c o n v ic t  

l a b o r ,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  c h i l d  la b o r ,  and  t h e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a  

b ra n c h  o f  t h e  L ab o r B ureau  i n  P u e r to  R ic o  b e  e n a c te d .  The FLT 

p r e s e n te d  s i m i l a r  r e s o l u t i o n s  a t  th e  AFL c o n v e n tio n s  i n  1909 and 

1911 . I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  o v e r  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  n in e te e n  t w e n t i e s ,  

t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib re  a l s o  fo c u se d  on th e  a b u se s  o f  U .S . a b s e n te e  

c o r p o r a t io n s  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . I n  th e s e  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  

L ib r e  d e  l o s  T ra b a i  a d o re s  de  P u e r to  R ico  c o u ld  a lw ay s c o u n t on 

th e  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  o f  o rg a n iz e d  la b o r  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  a s  

r e p r e s e n te d  by  t h e  A m erican F e d e ra tio n  o f  L a b o r.
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C h a p te r  VI 

CONCLUSION

A f t e r  t h e  S p a n ish -C u b a n -A m e ric a n  w ar o f  1898 , t h e  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  h a ce n d ad o s , t h e  e m e rg in g  c a p i t a l i s t  

c l a s s ,  an d  w o rk e rs  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  welcomed t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s '  

a n n e x a t io n  o f  P u e r to  R ic o . They a l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e y  w ould  

b e n e f i t  from  a  c lo s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  a  l i b e r a l  d e m o c ra tic  and 

e c o n o m ic a l ly  a d v a n c e d  n a t i o n .  In  f a c t ,  h o w e v e r , t h e  U .S . 

d o m in a tio n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  had  g ra v e  co n seq u en ces  f o r  a l l  s o c i a l  

c l a s s e s .  On t h e  one  h a n d , hacendados and th e  em erg in g  c a p i t a l i s t  

c l a s s  so o n  becam e s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  U .S . p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic 

p o w e r. W h ile  some among t h e  i s l a n d 's  econom ic  an d  p o l i t i c a l  

e l i t e ,  o r g a n iz e d  a s  t h e  P a r t i d o  R e p u b lic a n o . a c q u ie s c e d  t o  a  

c o l o n i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  m a jo r i ty ,  who 

b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  P a r t i d o  F e d e ra l  and  l a t e r  t h e  P a r t i d o  U n i6 n . 

r e s e n t e d  t h e  c o l o n i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  F o r a k e r  A c t ,  an d  

demanded g r e a t e r  l o c a l  autonom y, U .S . s ta te h o o d ,  o r  in d ep en d en ce  

a s  a  m ore a c c e p ta b le  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s .

The u rb a n  and  r u r a l  l a b o r  p o p u la t io n ,  on t h e  o th e r  h a n d , 

came u n d e r  a n  i n t e n s e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  d u r in g  th e  

p e r io d  im m e d ia te ly  fo l lo w in g  th e  U .S . in v a s io n  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  in  

i n c r e a s e d  p o v e r t y .  W orkers re s p o n d e d  t o  t h e i r  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

m is e r a b le  w o rk in g  and  l i v i n g  c o n d i t io n s  by fo c u s in g  on  th e  c l a s s  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  th e y  c o n f r o n te d .  W orking c l a s s  l e a d e r s  s u c h  a s  

Ram6n Romero Rosa and  L u is a  C a p e t i l l o ,  among o t h e r s ,  d e v e lo p e d  a  

c r i t i q u e  o f  P u e r t o  R ic a n  s o c i e t y  t h a t  e m p h a s iz e d  t h e
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e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  by th e  c a p i t a l i s t s .  They a l s o  

condem ned r e l i g i o u s  a n d  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  a l l i e s  o f  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s i e .  L ik e  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  w o rk e rs  a l s o  

w elcom ed t h e  i s l a n d 's  a n n e x a tio n  by  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  b u t  f o r  

o t h e r  r e a s o n s .  They b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  w h ich  

t h e  U .S . g r a n te d  t h e  p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  R ico  p ro v id e d  them  w i th  

t h e  n e c e s s a r y  g u a r a n te e s  t o  d e v e lo p  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  

s t r i k e s  a s  weapons a g a i n s t  c l a s s  o p p re s s io n .  They tu rn e d  t o  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  g o v e rn m e n t, t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  U .S . ,  a n d  t h a t  

c o u n t r y 's  w o rk in g  c l a s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  

A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r , a s  n e c e s s a r y  a l l i e s  i n  t h e i r  

s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  c a p i t a l i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n .

A lth o u g h  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  

P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  m ovem ent d u r in g  t h e  p e r i o d  b e tw e e n  t h e  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y  and  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n  

t h i r t i e s ,  t h e  few s t u d i e s  t h a t  do e x i s t  e x p re s s  w id e ly  d i f f e r i n g  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  in  r e l a t i o n  to  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  Sane a u th o r s ,  su c h  

a s  G ordon  K. L ew is , a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  FLT w as n e v e r  a  t r u l y  

s o c i a l i s t  o r g a n iz a t io n .  He b e l ie v e d  t h a t  w h ile  t h e  movement p a id  

l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  r a d i c a l  i d e a s ,  i n  c o n t e n t  i t  w as a lw ays 

r e f o r m i s t ,  and  swayed by  th e  c o n fu se d  p o l i t i c a l  th in k in g  o f  i t s  

l e a d e r ,  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s .  O th e r  a u th o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  A r tu r o  

M o ra le s  C a r r id n ,  to o k  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  FLT began  a s  an  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  h e a v i ly  in f lu e n c e d  by  E u ro p ean  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l i s t  

and  a n a r c h i s t  t h in k in g ,  b u t  t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  i t s  a f f i l i a t i o n  

t o  t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r, became r e f o r m i s t  and  t r a d e  

u n i o n i s t  i n  i t s  p o l i t i c s .
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T h is  t h e s i s  t a k e s  t h e  p o s i t io n  t h a t  i t  i s  m is le a d in g  t o  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  l a b o r  movement a s  n e v e r  h a v in g  b e en  s o c i a l i s t ,  

o r  ev en  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  i t  was s o c i a l i s t  a t  f i r s t  and  th e n  became 

r e f o r m i s t .  R a th e r ,  from  t h e  b e g in n in g  t h e  FLT and  l a t e r  th e  PS 

e x h i b i t e d  e le m e n ts  o f  b o th  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l i s t  a n d  r e f o r m i s t  

o r i e n t a t i o n .  I t  c o n c u rs  w ith  t h e  w ork  o f  t h o s e  a u th o r s  who 

m a in ta in  t h a t  f a c t o r s  o th e r  th a n  th e  AFL's in f lu e n c e  a c c o u n t f o r  

th e  FLT’s  r e f o r m i s t  and  t r a d e  u n io n is t  t e n d e n c ie s .

A ngel Q u in te ro  R iv e ra  a rg u ed  t h a t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n in e te e n  

t w e n t i e s ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ican  

p o p u la t io n  s ta g n a te d  and t h a t  t h i s  p ro v id e d  th e  s t r u c t u r a l  b a s i s  

f o r  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  t h e  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  

m ovem ent. M ile s  G a lv in , on th e  o th e r  h an d , m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th e  

r e p r e s s s i o n  and  p e r s e c u t io n  th e  la b o r  movement s u f f e r e d  a t  th e  

h an d s  o f  l o c a l  e m p lo y e rs  w ith  th e  t a c i t  a g re e m e n t o f  i s l a n d  

governm en t o f f i c i a l s  made i t  n e c e ssa ry  f o r  t h e  l a b o r  movement t o  

se e k  a l t e r n a t i v e  m ethods t o  ach iev e  s o c i a l  c h an g e .

Q u in t e r o 's  a rgum en t i s  p la u s ib le  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  g rounded  in  

th e  so c io -e c o n o m ic  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  t h a t  u n fo ld e d  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . 

H ow ever, i t  i s  t o o  m e c h a n ic a l t o  e x p la in  t h e  v ie w  t h a t  t h e  

i d e o l o g i c a l  change  t h a t  to o k  p la c e  i n  t h e  w o rk e rs ' movement on 

t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  s t a g n a t io n  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  s lo w -d o w n  o f  

p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  m ust b e  ta k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  b u t  o n ly  

a lo n g  w i th  a  num ber o f  o th e r  c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c t o r s ,  similarly, 
G a l v in 's  a rg u m en t i s  to o  o n e -d im e n s io n a l. The r e p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  

w o rk e rs ' movement and  t h e  p e rs e c u tio n  o f  i t s  l e a d e r s  u n d o u b te d ly
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c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  o t h e r  w ays t o  im p ro v e  t h e  

c o n d i t io n s  o f  l a b o r .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h a t  s e a r c h  h a s  t o  be p la c e d  

i n  a  b ro a d e r  fram ew ork.

I n  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t, a  number o f  

o th e r  f a c t o r s  f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  dev e lo p m en t o f  th e  F L T 's  r e f o r m is t  

o r i e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  e x p en se  o f  a  t r u l y  r a d i c a l  id e o lo g y  an d  

p o l i t i c a l  p ro g ra m . The e le m e n ts  t h a t  p la y e d  a  p a r t  i n  t h i s  

p ro c e s s  in c lu d e d  t h e  s e v e re  r e p r e s s i o n  and  p e r s e c u t io n  o f  t h e  

l a b o r  m ovem ent, a  p o l i t i c a l  re g im e  t h a t  a p p e a re d  t o  p ro v id e  a  

m eans f o r  p e a c e f u l  s o c i a l  c h a n g e , an d  t h e  dynam ic l e a d e r s h ip  

p ro v id e d  by  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s .  The in f lu e n c e  o f  Sam uel Gompers 

a n d  t h e  A m e ric a n  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r  m u st b e  t a k e n  i n t o  

c o n s id e r a t i o n  a s  w e l l .

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  c o n s id e r  t h a t  t h e  w o rk e rs ' movement i n  

P u e r to  R ico  g rew  o u t  o f  la b o r  c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  p r e d a te d  th e  U .S . 

a n n e x a tio n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  A lth o u g h  p u n c tu a te d  by  s e v e r a l  b r i e f  

p e r io d s  o f  l i b e r a l  governm ent, t h e  S p a n ish  c o l o n i a l  reg im e  i n  

P u e r to  R ic o  was a u to c r a t i c  and d e s p o t i c .  F o r m ost o f  t h e  S p a n ish  

c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  b a s i c  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  su c h  a s  freed o m  o f  

s p e e c h , f re e d o m  o f  assem bly , and  freed o m  o f  t h e  p r e s s  d id  n o t  

e x i s t .  T h is  h a d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n e g a t iv e  co n seq u en ces f o r  l a b o r .

U nder S p a n is h  law , w orkers d id  n o t  h av e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  form  

u n i o n s .  S t r i k e s  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  w ages a n d  im p ro v e d  l a b o r  

c o n d i t io n s  w e re  a l s o  i l l e g a l .  As a  r e s u l t ,  many w o rk e rs  v iew ed  

th e  e x te n s io n  o f  b a s ic  d em o cra tic  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  

R ic o , w h ich  accom pan ied  th e  U .S . o c c u p a tio n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  a s  a  

g r e a t  a d v a n c e . They b e l ie v e d  t h a t  w i th in  t h e  fram ew ork  o f  U .S .
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r u l e ,  w o rk e rs  w ere  a f fo rd e d  th e  means t o  p rom o te  p e a c e f u l  re fo rm  

th ro u g h  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e i r  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s .  H ow ever, a s  

M ile s  G a lv in  h as p o in te d  o u t ,  t h e  change  i n  s o v e r e ig n ty  d id  n o t  

ch an g e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  pow er b e tw een  l a b o r  an d  c a p i t a l  on t h e  

i s l a n d .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  w o rk e rs  d id  h av e  th e  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  o rg a n iz e  

l a b o r  u n io n s ,  s t r i k e  f o r  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  

e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  fo rm  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  On num erous 

o c c a s io n s ,  w o rk e rs  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  

l e g i s l a t u r e  an d  s e c u re d  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  law s i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  

They a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  an d  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  

i s l a n d ' s  L a b o r  B u re a u . A t t i m e s ,  t h e  l a b o r  m ovem ent a l s o  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  a p p e a le d  t o  t h e  c o u r t s  f o r  r e d r e s s  o f  g r ie v a n c e s  

and i t  i n f lu e n c e d  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p .  The U .S . 

re g im e  i n  P u e r to  R ic o  d id  n o t  r e a l l y  p r o v id e  t h e  m eans f o r  

s i g n i f i c a n t  p e a c e f u l  s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n ,  b u t  t h e r e  was enough 

o f  an  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  th e  l a b o r  

m ovem ent's  s t r a t e g y  f o r  c h an g e .

Two fu n d a m e n ta l  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  em erge  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  i n  P u e r to  R ico  i n  t h e  p e r io d  b e tw een  t h e  t u r n  o f  

t h e  c e n tu r y  an d  t h e  e a r l y  n in e te e n  t h i r t i e s .  The f i r s t  c o n ce rn s  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  and  i t s  

p o l i t i c a l  w in g , t h e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a . w h i le  t h e  se c o n d  r e l a t e s  

t o  t h e  A F L 's  i n f l u e n c e  on  t h e  F L T 's  i d e o lo g y .  The a rg u m e n t 

ad v an ced  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h a t  a n a r c h i s t  and  s o c i a l i s t  id e a s  d id  

h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f lu e n c e  o n  t h e  w o rk e r s ' m ovem ent. Ramdn 

Romero R o sa , L u is a  C a p e t i l l o ,  a n d  o t h e r  e a r l y  l a b o r  l e a d e r s
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a n a ly z e d  t h e  eco n o m ic , s o c i a l ,  and  p o l i t i c a l  p rob lem s o f  w o rk ers  

i n  a  way t h a t  em p h asized  th e  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  c l a s s  c o n t r a d ic t io n s  

b e tw e e n  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  an d  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  and  p ro v id e d  a  

c r i t i q u e  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c l a s s  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  

a n d  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a s  an  a g e n t  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o s i e .  As a  

c o n se q u e n c e , th e y  a d v o c a te d  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty ,  

t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  c l a s s l e s s  

s o c i e t y .  To t h e s e  e n d s ,  t h e y  u r g e d  w o r k e r s  t o  e d u c a t e  

th e m s e lv e s ,  o r g a n iz e  l a b o r  u n io n s  and  em ploy t h e  G e n e ra l S t r i k e  

a s  a  s t r a t e g y  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  sy s te m  w i th  a  w o rk e rs ' 

s o c i a l i s t  com m onw ealth. R e fo rm is t  and  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  i d e a s  a l s o  

in f lu e n c e d  th e  i s l a n d ' s  l a b o r  m ovem ent; how ever, t h e  A FL 's r o l e  

i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  w h i le  im p o r ta n t ,  was n o t  d e c i s i v e .

I n s t e a d ,  t h e  r e f o r m i s t  an d  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  

th e  FLT and  PS c a n  b e s t  be  e x p la in e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a number o f  

o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  Among t h e s e  i s  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  e a r l y  l a b o r  

l e a d e r s  t o  c l e a r l y  e n v is io n  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  s o c i e t y  

w h ich  t h e  l a b o r  movement w a n te d . They a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  

a  s t r a t e g y  f o r  a c h e iv in g  a  new s o c i a l  o r d e r .

T h ro u g h o u t i t s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  FLT and  t h e  PS w ere  d o m in a ted  

by  l e a d e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  m ore c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

im m ed ia te  o b j e c t i v e s  th a n  w ith  t h e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs ' 

s o c i a l  dem om cracy, w h ich  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p ro g ram s o f  t h e  FLT an d  

PS c a l l e d  f o r .  W h ile  t h e  l a b o r  m o v em en t's  n o t io n  o f  w h a t a  

w o rk e rs ' commonwealth lo o k ed  l i k e  was e x tre m e ly  v a g u e , im m edia te  

r e f o r m i s t  o b j e c t i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i g h e r  p a y ,  b e t t e r  w o rk in g
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c o n d i t i o n s ,  e d u c a tio n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  b e t t e r  h e a l th  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

and  a d e q u a te  h o u sin g , w ere  v e ry  c l e a r .

F u r th e rm o re , t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o r  m ovem ent was 

c e r t a i n l y  an  e le m e n t w h ich  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  FLT. Most o f  t h e  m em oirs o f  p ro m in e n t la b o r  

l e a d e r s ,  su ch  a s  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  P a n t i n ,  A lonso  T o r r e s  and 

M anuel F r a n c is c o  R o ja s ,  d e t a i l  t h e  many i n s t a n c e s  o f  th e  

r e p r e s s i o n  o f  th e  l a b o r  m ovem ent. F o r  e x am p le , I g l e s i a s  and 

o t h e r s  w ere  a r r e s t e d  f o r  l a b o r  o r g a n iz in g  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e  c e n tu r y ,  t h e  l a b o r  p r e s s  was c lo s e d  down on 

s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s ,  an d  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r i k e  m ovem ents w ere 

v i o l e n t l y  s u p p re s s e d . As a  c o n s e q u e n c e , t h e  FLT c o n t i n u a l l y  

a p p e a le d  t o  th e  AFL t o  a c t  on i t s  b e h a l f  t o  p u t  an en d  t o  t h i s  

p e r s e c u t io n ,  and in  t h i s  c o n te x t ,  U .S . r u l e  became an  a t t r a c t i v e  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  The e x i s te n c e  o f  an  o s t e n s i b l y  l i b e r a l  d e m o c ra tic  

re g im e  i n  P u e r to  R ico  u n d e r  U .S . r u l e  s e r v e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  th e  

p e r c e p t io n  t h a t  s o c i a l  change was p o s s ib l e  w i th in  t h e  fram ew ork 

o f  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s .

I n d e e d ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  re g im e  w h ic h  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

i n s t i t u t e d  on th e  i s l a n d  u n d o u b ted ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  

o f  re fo rm  p o l i t i c s  a s  a  v ia b le  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  r a d i c a l  p r o c e s s  o f  

s o c i a l  c h an g e . In  C u a tro  s i c l o s  de  i o n o r a n c ia  v  ■arw iA nnhr e  en 

P u e r to  R ic o , p ro m in e n t  FLT l e a d e r  M anuel F r a n c i s c o  R o ja s  

c o n t r a s t e d  S p a n ish  an d  U .S . r u l e  i n  P u e r to  R ic o , n o t in g  th e  

o p p re s s iv e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  on th e  i s l a n d  under 

S p a n ish  r u l e .  A cco rd ing  t o  R o ja s , th e  p e o p le  w ere s u b ju g a te d  to  

t h e  c h u rc h  and th e  s t a t e  w ith o u t  e n jo y in g  t h e  g u a ra n te e s  o f f e r e d
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b y  a  g o v e rn m e n t  c o n s t i t u t e d  on  l i b e r a l  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  

p r i n c i p l e s . 1* He em p h asized  t h a t  t h e  l i b e r t i e s  in t r o d u c e d  by  t h e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  c r e a t e d  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  a llo w e d  t h e  w o rk e rs ' 

s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  t o  a d v a n c e .  T h e se  

in c lu d e d  th e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e  sp e e c h  and  a  f r e e  p r e s s ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  

a s s e m b ly  a n d  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t f o r  r e d r e s s  o f  

g r i e v a n c e s ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  form  l a b o r  u n io n s ,  an d  th e  r i g h t  t o  

s t r i k e  f o r  b e t t e r  wages and  w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s .

The l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement i n  P u e r to  R ico  

s ta u n c h ly  o p p o sed  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  in d e p e n d e n c e  and  a d v o c a te d  U .S . 

c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  U .S . s t a t e h o o d  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d .  R o ja s  w a rn ed  

a g a i n s t  dem anding p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e , l e s t  t h e  p e o p le  l a t e r  

s u f f e r e d  d i r e  c o n se q u e n c e s . He n o te d  t h a t  u n d e r  U .S . r u l e ,  th e y  

had  a c q u i r e d  l i b e r t i e s  t h a t  had  n o t  r e q u i r e d  s a c r i f i c e s  i n  l i v e s  

o r  b l o o d . 2 R o ja s  c a u t i o n e d  w o r k e r s  a g a i n s t  s u p p o r t i n g  

in d e p e n d e n c e  b e c a u se  a  P u e r to  R ican  r e p u b l i c  w ould  m o st l i k e l y  

b e  r u l e d  by  t h e  i s l a n d 's  p o l i t i c a l  and econom ic e l i t e ,  i . e . ,  t h e  

h a c e n d a d o s  a n d  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  who w o u ld  u s e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  

governm en t t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  w o rk e rs ' o p p re s s io n  an d  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

R o ja s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  autonom ous 

governm en t t h a t  had  im m e d ia te ly  p ro c e e d e d  th e  U .S . o c c u p a tio n  o f  

t h e  i s l a n d ,  L u is  Mufioz R iv e ra  h ad  p e r s e c u te d  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  

f o r  h i s  l a b o r  o r g a n iz in g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  I g l e s i a s ,  a f t e r

^Manuel F r a n c is c o  R o ja s ,  C u a tro  s i c l o s  d e  ionorancia v 
« » n n ‘Himih r a  e n  P u e r to  R ico  (San Ju a n : Im p re n ta  L a P r im a v e ra , 
1 9 1 4 ) , p .  1 6 .

2 I b i d . , p .  6 .
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s e v e n  m on ths o f  p e r s e c u t io n  b y  a  governm en t h e a d e d  by  P u e r to  

R i c a n s ,  h a d  fo u n d  s a n c t u a r y  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  U .S . 

i n v a s i o n  t r o o p s  u n d e r  t h e  command o f  G e n e ra l  B ro o k e . T h u s, 

i s l a n d  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  v ie w e d  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  a s  t h e i r  

l i b e r a t o r .  As S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  d e c l a r e d :  " G lo r y  t o  t h e

l i b e r a t i n g  n a t io n  t h a t  came t o  P u e r to  R ico  t o  c o m p le te ly  d e s t ro y  

d e sp o tis m  1"3

N o t a l l  FLT l e a d e r s  o p p o se d  p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  

P u e r t o  R ic o ;  f o r  e x a m p le , J u a n  S . M arcan o  a r g u e d  t h a t  

in d e p e n d e n c e  was a  n e c e s s a ry  c o n d i t io n  f o r  th e  f u l l  e m a n c ip a tio n  

o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s ,  and  R o ja s  h im s e l f  l a t e r  a c c e p te d  t h i s  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and  became an  a c t i v e  s u p p o r te r  f o r  in d e p e n d e n c e . 

N o n e th e le s s ,  t h i s  was a  m in o r i ty  p o s i t i o n  w i th in  t h e  o rg a n iz e d  

l a b o r  m ovem ent, an d  was o f f i c i a l l y  d e f e a t e d  a t  t h e  P a r t id o  

S o c i a l i s t a ' s  F o u r th  A nnual C o n v e n tio n , w here  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  

o p p o se d  in d e p e n d e n c e  b e c a u se  h e  b e l ie v e d  i t  w ould  p la y  i n t o  th e  

h a n d s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s .  I g l e s i a s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  P u e r to  R icans 

d i d  n o t  n e e d  t o  d e f in e  a  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

an  i d e a l  sy s te m . 4 He s t a t e d  t h a t :  “th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  

an d  c a p i t a l i s t s  demand s e l f -g o v e r n m e n t  b e c a u se  t h e y  know t h a t  

s i n c e  t h e  w o rk e rs  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d ,  th e y  w ould be  t h e  m a s te r s . " 5 

I n  s h o r t ,  w h i le  t h e r e  w e re  t h o s e  w i t h i n  t h e  m ovem ent who

3I b i d . , p .  4 8 .

4A c tu a c io n e s  d e l  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a .  c u a r t a  c o n v e n c id n  a n u a l ,
S an  J u a n , May 1 -4 ,  1 9 1 9 .,  p .  4 9 .

5S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  iG o b ie rn o  p ro o io  . . .  p a r a  o u id n ?  (S an  Ju a n : 
Im p re n ta  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e ,  1907) p p . 2 8 -2 9 .
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a d v o ca te d  in d e p e n d e n c e , th e y  w ere  i n  t h e  m in o r i ty  an d  th e y  w ere 

n o t  in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  d e f in e  FLT p o l i c y  i n  r e g a rd  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  

t h e  i s l a n d 's  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s .

The r e f o r m i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  FLT c a n  p a r t l y  b e  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  dynam ic in f lu e n c e  and  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  S a n tia g o  

I g l e s i a s .  I n  1 9 2 3 , L u is  Muhoz M a r in ,  who w as t h e  so n  o f  

autonom ous l e a d e r  L u iz  Munoz R iv e ra  an d  who w ould  l a t e r  become 

g o v e rn o r o f  P u e r to  R ico  u n d e r commonwealth s t a t u s ,  c o n d u c ted  an  

in te r v ie w  w i th  I g l e s i a s  w hich p r o v id e s  a  u s e f u l  p o r t r a i t  o f  th e  

l e a d e r .  T h is  i n te r v ie w  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e ca u se  i t  h i g h l i g h t s  n o t  

o n ly  I g l e s i a s '  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

th in k in g .  M arin  a s t u t e l y  re c o g n iz e d  I g l e s i a s  a s  a  man o f  s t ro n g  

w i l l ,  g r e a t  w isdom , and a  s t ro n g  p a s s io n  f o r  th e  c a u s e  o f  l a b o r .  

E a r ly  in  h i s  own c a r e e r ,  M arin  cam e u n d e r  t h e  i n f lu e n c e  o f  

I g l e s i a s  an d  u n d e r  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a c t i v e l y  on 

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  w o rk e r s ' s t r u g g le  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . H ow ever, M arin  

re c o g n iz e d  I g l e s i a s '  la c k  o f  im a g in a t io n  and w h a t he  p e rc e iv e d  

a s  h i s  a lm o s t  i n f i n i t e ,  f l e x i b l e  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o r tu n is m . 6 

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  M arin  q u e s tio n e d  h i s  s o c i a l i s t  id e o lo g y ,  c la im in g  

t h a t  I g l e s i a s  w as " a s  much a s  a  B o ls h e v ic  a s  (h e  h im s e l f )  was a  

b is h o p . " 7

S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s  re sp o n d ed  t o  t h i s  comment t h a t  th e  g o a l  

o f  s o c ia l is m  m u st b e  t o  e n su re  t h e  w e l lb e in g  o f  t h e  m asses an d

6P u e r to  R ico  i l u s t r a d o . Ju n e  23 1923 . T h is  in te r v ie w  i s  
rep ro d u c ed  i n  R eece  B. B o thw ell G onz& lez, e d i t o r ,  P u e r to  R ico . 
100 ados de  lu c h a  p o l i t i c s ,  docum entos  v a r i o s .  1869-1936 . v o l . 2 , 
(R io  P ie d r a s ,  E d i t o r i a l  U n i v e r s i t a r i a , 1 9 7 9 ), p .  3 5 7 .

7I b id .
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i n d iv i d u a l  l i b e r t y .  He c la im ed  t h a t  " i f  a  B o ls h e v ic  i s  one who 

p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  a b s e n te e is m , f i g h t s  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n ,  

p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and  a l l  th e  o th e r  n eed s  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  th e n  I  am 

j u s t  a s  much a  B o lsh e v ic  a s  an y o n e  e l s e . ”8 I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , he  

to o k  a  p o s i t i o n  a g a in s t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  U .S . a b s e n te e  su g a r  

c o r p o r a t io n s  on th e  i s la n d  an d  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  u r g e n t  need  f o r  

a d e q u a te  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and  s u b s i s t e n c e  an d  h e a l th  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  c l a s s .  F o r  I g l e s i a s ,  s o c i a l i s m  m ean t 

a d d r e s s in g  t h e s e  needs r a t h e r  th a n  s u b s c r ib in g  t o  some u l t im a te  

r a d i c a l  t r a n s fo r m a t io n  o f  s o c i e t y .  He s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  fo c u s  o f  

t h e  w o rk e r s ' movement sh o u ld  b e  on  im m ediate  g o a ls  and  re fo rm s . 

I g l e s i a s  i n s i s t e d ,  how ever, t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l i s t s  w e re  n o t  p u re ly  

g u id e d  b y  m a t e r i a l i s t  o b j e c t i v e s .  He e q u a te d  s o c i a l i s m  w ith  

freedom  and  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  econom ic w e l lb e in g .

The h i s t o r y  o f  o rg an iz ed  l a b o r  i n  P u e r to  R ico  from  th e  l a t e  

n in e t e e n th  c e n tu r y ,  when a r t i s a n  w o rk e rs  f i r s t  fo u n d e d  c a s in o s ,  

m u tu a l a i d  s o c i e t i e s  and c o o p e ra t iv e s  t o  prom ote  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

and  eco n o m ic  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  th e  F e d e ra c i6n  L i b r e , w hich  

g rew  o u t  o f  t h e s e  e a r ly  e f f o r t s ,  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  i t s  

c o m m itm e n t t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k in g  c l a s s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs , and  i t s  l e a d e r s h ip  

o f  t h e i r  s t r i k e  c a m p a ig n s . A t t h e  sam e t im e ,  t h e  FLT and  

s u b s e q u e n t ly  t h e  PS was com m itted  t o  e l e c t o r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  as 

a  v e h i c l e  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e . I n  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  t h e  v i o l e n t

8I b i d . ,  p .  358 .
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r e p r e s s i o n  o f  l a b o r  s t r i k e s ,  t h e  FLT came t o  em p h a size  r e fo rm  

p o l i t i c s .

The e x t e n t  t o  w h ich  t h e  AFL c a n  b e  h e ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

th e s e  r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t i c s  and  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  F e d e ra c id n  L ib r e  i s  t h e  se co n d  key  q u e s t io n  w hich  h as  b e en  a  

fo c u s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  A ndrds R o d r ig u e z  V e ra  w as t h e  f i r s t  

o b s e r v e r  t o  p ro m o te  t h e  v iew  t h a t  t h e  FLT c o u ld  have  d e v e lo p e d  

a s  a  r a d i c a l  o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs ' movement h ad  i t  n o t  b een  f o r  t h e  

i n f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  AFL a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o r tu n is m  o f  

S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s . 9

R o d rig u e z  V e ra , who had  b e en  an  a c t i v e  FLT member and  was 

among t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r i k e s  o f  1905-06 

and  1 9 1 5 -1 6 , was t h e  A FL 's an d  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s '  m ost s e v e r e  

c o n te m p o ra ry  c r i t i c  i n  P u e r to  R ic o . He a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  FLT was a  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  c h a s t i s e d  S a n t ia g o  I g l e s i a s  f o r  

h i s  r o l e  a s  a  p a id  l a b o r  o r g a n iz e r  f o r  t h e  AFL. He c la im e d  t h a t  

t h e  FLT w ith d re w  from  th e  S o c i a l i s t  W orkers P a r ty  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n  l a b o r  f e d e r a t i o n 's  a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e  AFL. 

A c c o rd in g  t o  t h i s  c r i t i c ,  u n d e r  t h e  i n f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  AFL, t h e  

FLT becam e an  o p p o r t u n i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  o p p o sed  b o u rg e o is  

p a r t i e s  and  p o l i t i c s  i n  th e o r y ,  b u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  fa v o re d  b o th .

The arg u m en t t h a t  i s  p rom o ted  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h a t  i n  th e  

p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  n i n e t e e n  t h i r t i e s , t h e  AFL p l a y e d  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  o rg a n iz e d

9A ndrds R o d rig u ez  V e ra , Los f a n to c h e s  d e l  o b r e r i s a o  o  e l  f r a c a s o  
d e  una i n s t i t u c i d n  (S an  J u a n : T ip o g r a f ia  N eg rd n , 1915) and  E l 
t r i u n f o  d e  l a  a o o s t a a ia  (San  J u a n :  T ip o g r a f ia  La D em ocrac ia , 
1930).
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l a b o r  m ovem ent. I t  d e fe n d ed  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and  d e m o c ra tic  r i g h t s  

o f  P u e r to  R ic a n  w o rk e rs  and  i t  p ro v id e d  im p o r ta n t  f i n a n c i a l  and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  S a n t i a g o  I g l e s i a s  c e r t a i n l y  

r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  F L T 's  a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e  

A m erican  F e d e r a t io n  o f  L a b o r . He a rg u e d  t h a t :  "The AFL i s  th e  

m ost s e c u r e  and  e f f i c i e n t  way t o  ch an g e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l ,  

s o c i a l  a n d  eco n o m ic  s y s te m , w h ic h  e n r i c h e s  a  m i n o r i t y  o f  

p r i v i l e g e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , an d  w hich  

su b m its  t h e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  P u e r to  R ica n  p e o p le  t o  s la v e r y  

i n  d i s g u i s e . " 1®

H ow ever, c o n t r a r y  t o  t h o s e  who c la im  t h a t  t h e  AFL was 

p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  F L T 's  p o l i t i c s ,  t h i s  t h e s i s  has 

a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  AFL o n ly  s e rv e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  r e f o r m i s t  and 

t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  te n d e n c ie s  t h a t  w e re  p r e s e n t  w i th in  t h e  FLT from 

i t s  v e r y  i n c e p t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  A F L 's i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  

o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r  movement on t h e  i s l a n d  was n o t  d e c i s i v e ,  and 

f u r th e r m o r e ,  t h e  AFL d id  n o t  d i c t a t e  FLT p o l i t i c s .  I n  o t h e r  

w o rd s , a l th o u g h  t h e  AFL p ro m o ted  i t s  re fo rm  and  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  

o b j e c t i v e s  i n  P u e r to  R ic o ,  i t  c a n  n o t  b e  h e ld  p r i m a r i l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  l a b o r  

movement.

F o r  ex am p le , many s c h o l a r s ,  su c h  a s  W ilf re d o  M atos C in trd n  

and Ju a n  A ngel S i ld n ,  have  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  F L T 's s ta u n c h ly  p ro -  

U .S . p o l i t i c s  w e re  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  AFL i n f l u e n c e .  As 

d e m o n s tra te d  e a r l i e r ,  th e  AFL a d v o c a te d  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  th e  

p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  R ico  and  U .S . s ta te h o o d  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d .  Samuel

10S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s ,  £G obiem o o ro p io  . . .  p a ra  c u id n ? . p .  26 .
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Gompers and  th e  AFL a rg u e d  t h a t  P u e r to  R ico  was an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  

o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  t h a t  i t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h o u ld  a p p ly  f u l l y  

on t h e  i s l a n d ,  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  o f  P u e r to  R ico  s h o u ld  b e  g ra n te d  

U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p ,  a n d  th e  i s l a n d  a f f o r d e d  s t a t e h o o d .  T h ese  

p o s i t i o n s  w e re  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  v iew  o f  t h e  U .S . go v e rn m en t, 

w hich  c la im e d  t h a t  P u e r to  R ico  b e lo n g e d  t o ,  b u t  was n o t  a  p a r t  

o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

H ow ever, th e  AFL d id  n o t  h av e  t o  e x e r t  p r e s s u r e  on  th e  FLT 

t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  A c tu a l ly ,  i t  o n ly  r e in f o r c e d  th e  FLT's 

b e l i e f  t h a t  U .S . c i t i z e n s h i p  and  s ta te h o o d  was i n  i t s  own b e s t  

i n t e r e s t .  FLT l e a d e r s  b a sed  t h i s  id e a  on th e  c o n c r e te  b e n e f i t s  

a c c ru e d  t o  i s l a n d  w o rk e rs  u n d e r  U .S . r u l e .  B e ca u se  o f  t h e i r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  w e a k n e ss , l a c k  o f  p o l i t i c a l  pow er, s h o r ta g e  o f  

f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  and  p e r s e c u t i o n  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  l o c a l  

em p lo y ers  an d  go v ern m en t o f f i c i a l s ,  w o rk e rs  on th e  i s l a n d  were 

in  a  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  and  d a n g e ro u s  p o s i t i o n .  T h e i r  r e a c t i o n  was 

t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  g o v e rn m e n t, p e o p le ,  an d  la b o r  

m ovem ent f o r  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h u s ,  t h e  AFL c a n n o t  b e  h e ld  

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e  p ro -U .S . s t a n c e  o f  t h e  FLT and th e  AFL n e v e r  

d i c t a t e d  FLT p o l i t i c s .

T h is  i s  m ost e v id e n t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e  FLT 

to o k , w h ich  was i n  s h a rp  c o n t r a s t  t o  AFL p o l i c i e s .  The AFL d id  

n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w o rk e rs  s h o u ld  o r g a n iz e  t h e i r  own c l a s s  p a r ty  

a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s .  

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  FLT was n o t  o n ly  p o l i t i c a l ,  b u t  i t  e v en  

o rg a n iz e d  a n  o f f i c i a l  w o rk e rs ' p a r t y ,  t h e  P a r t id o  S o c i a l i s t a . i n  

1915 . T h ro u g h o u t i t s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  FLT to o k  an  a c t i v e  p a r t  in
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e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s ,  b o th  in d e p e n d e n t ly  and i n  c o a l i t i o n  w i th  

o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  T h e re fo re ,  t h e  FLT a lw ay s  m a n i f e s te d  

in d e p e n d e n t  t h in k in g  and a c t io n .  The in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  Am erican 

F e d e r a t io n  o f  L ab o r o v e r  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was v e r y  r e a l  a n d  

im p o r ta n t ,  b u t  u l t i m a t e l y  th e  FLT o p e r a te d  l a r g e ly  in d e p e n d e n tly  

o f  AFL d i c t a t e s .
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Appendix 1.

S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s 'S a l a r y  a s  a  
P a id  L abor O rg a n iz e r  f o r  th e  
Am erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r 

1901-1929

YEAR RANK IN PAX AMOUNT COMPENSATED
1901 13th o u t o f 57 $ 7 5 8 .0 0
1902 11th o u t o f 54 $ 9 0 3 .5 0
1903 17th o u t o f 69 $ 1 ,2 4 5 .9 0
1904 17th o u t o f 99 $ 1 ,9 8 6 .5 0
1905 17th o u t o f 60 $ 1 ,9 1 5 .3 5
1906 15th o u t o f 54 $ 2 ,1 3 2 .4 0
1907 14 th o u t o f 56 $ 1 ,9 5 9 .5 0
1908 18th o u t o f 50 $ 1 ,7 4 1 .5 0
1909 15th o u t o f 34 $ 1 ,9 4 1 .5 0
1910 14th o u t o f 48 $ 1 ,5 7 9 .0 0
1911 14th o u t o f 49 $ 1 ,5 6 1 .0 0
1912 21s t o u t o f 63 $ 1 ,7 1 4 .0 0
1913 19th o u t o f 77 $ 1 ,8 4 9 .4 2
1914 19th o u t o f 52 $ 2 ,2 0 0 .4 4
1915 15 th o u t o f 46 $ 2 ,2 7 7 .7 1
1916 16th o u t o f 71 $ 2 ,5 9 5 .6 0
1917 16th o u t o f 93 $ 2 ,7 6 2 .2 8
1918 21s t o u t o f 76 $ 1 ,6 9 2 .8 2
1919 32nd o u t o f 112 $ 2 ,2 3 3 .8 6
1920 4 1 s t o u t o f 125 $ 3 ,6 0 8 .7 5
1921 2 5 th o u t o f 105 $ 4 ,8 4 3 .1 5
1922 23 rd o u t o f 42 $ 3 ,8 9 5 .5 0
1923 19th o u t o f 32 $ 5 ,4 8 2 .4 5
1924 20t h o u t o f 29 $ 3 ,8 3 5 .2 1
1925 17th o u t o f 31 $ 4 ,5 5 0 .2 5
1929 27 th o u t o f 30 $ 5 0 0 .0 0

S o u rc e : R e p o r ts  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l c o n v e n tio n s  o f  
t h e  Am erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r f o r  t h e  y e a r s  n o te d .
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Appendix 2.

O th e r  F re e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  Workingmen 
o f  P u e r to  R ico  O rg a n iz e rs  P a id  by th e  

A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r 
1905-1924

YEAR

1905

1906 

1909

1912

1913

1915

1919

1920

1921

1923

1924

ORGANIZER

J u l i o  A ybar 
E . P a d i l l a  
Jo sd  M. T o rre s

J u l i o  A ybar

E . P a d i l l a

P a sq u a l Jo rd a n

Nem esio M orales 
Nicom edes R iv e ra

C. A v ild s

R .S . S e x to n  
C. A v ild s

R .S . S e x to n  
T. A ybar 
R a fa e l  A lonso  
S .E . A lonso
C. A v ild s

R. A lonso

R. A lonso

R. A lonso

AMOUNT COMPENSATED

$ 104.00 
$ 90 .00
$ 60 .00

$

$

$

96 .20

60 .00

60 .00

$ 110.00  
$ 60 .00

$ 80 .00

$ 610 .00  
$ 100.00

$ 191.00 
$ 90 .00
$ 500 .00  
$ 170.00 
$ 160.00

$ 310.00

$ 190.00

$ 120.00

S o u rc e : R e p o r ts  o f  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l c o n v e n tio n s  o f  
th e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor f o r  th e  y e a r s  n o te d .
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YEAR

1906

1910

1911

1912

1913

1916

Appendix 3.
A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r 

D efense  Fund S u p p o rt o f  
W orkers on S t r i k e  i n  P u e r to  R ico  

1906-1923

CITY LABOR AVERAGE WEEXS ON AMOUNT
UNION membership s t r i k e  p a id

A rec ib o A g r ic u l­
t u r a l
#11687
#11688
#11689
#11693
#11694
#11696
#11708 182 $ 4 ,044 .00

A rec ib o B ric k ­
la y e r s
#11659 20 $ 80 .00

Bayamdn Tobacco
S t r ip p e r s
#12722 13 $ 312.00

Caguas B anders
p r o te c ­
t i v e
#12869 $ 168.00

U tuado Tobacco
S t r ip p e r s
#12690 14+ $ 344.00

Juncos

Bayamdn

Sugar
R e f in e ry
#12502

Tobacco
S t r ip p e r s
#12722

184+ $2 , 212.00

$ 216.00

Juncos Tobacco
S t r ip p e r s
#12502 $ 120.00

Juncos Tobacco
S t r ip p e r s
#12502 16 $ 384.00
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1917

1918

1919

1920

188

Appendix 3 cont.
CITY LABOR AVBRAGB WEEKS ON AMOUNT

ONION MEMBERSHIP STRIKE PAID
Cabo Rojo

Hat
Makers 133 4 $2 ,1 2 8 .0 0
#14209

Cabo R ojo  Hat
Makers
#14209 133 2 $ 1 ,0 6 4 .0 0

Bayamdn Tobacco
S t r ip p e r s
#12722 76 2 $ 608.00

San Ju a n  C ig a r-
m akers
#15206 24 3 $ 288.00

P u e r ta  de Tobacco 
T i e r r a  S t r ip p e r s

#12439 27 2 $ 216.00

Bayam6n Tobacco
S t r ip p e r s
#12722 64 4 $ 1 ,0 2 8 .0 0

San Ju a n  C ig a r  -  
m akers 
H e lp ers
#15206 24 3 $ 288.00

P u e r ta  de  Tobacco 
T i e r r a  S t r ip p e r s

#12439 104 6 $ 2 ,4 9 6 .0 0

San Ju a n  Tobacco 
Box
D ecora­
to r s
#15367 51 6 $ 1 ,2 2 4 .0 0

San Ju a n  C ig a r -  
m akers 
H e lp ers
#15206 61 5 $ 1 ,2 2 0 .0 0

Ponce S tam pers 
6 D ecora­
t o r s
#15953 50 6 $ 1 ,1 9 6 .0 0
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Appendix 3 cont.
YEAR CITY

1920 Ponce 
c o n t .

LABOR
UNION

W ette rs  6
D ryers
#15954

AVBRAGB
MEMBERSHIP

47

WEEKS ON 
STRIKE

AMOUNT
PAID

$ 1 ,1 2 8 .0 0

Bayamdn Tobacco
S tr ip p e r s
#12722

Tobacco 
S tr ip p e r s  
#15994

Tobacco 
S tr ip p e r s  
#16103

U tuado

Ju a n a
D iaz

M anati Tobacco
S tr ip p e r s
#15784

San
L orenzo  Tobacco

S tr ip p e rs  
#16094

1921 San Ju a n  C igar
makers
H elpers
#15206

1923 Guayama A g ricu l­
t u r a l  
#15563

S a n ta  A g ric u l-
I s a b e l  t u r a l

#17323

S a l in a s  A g ricu l­
t u r a l  
#16704

37

37

37

15

17

40

286

59

27

$ 888 .00

$ 888 .00

$ 884 .00

$ 3 60 .00

$ 340 .00

$ 2 44 .00

$ 4 ,0 0 4 .0 0

$ 6 19 .50

$ 283 .00

S o u rc e : R e p o r ts  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l c o n v e n tio n s  o f  
t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abo r f o r  th e  y e a r s  n o te d .
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Appendix 4.

F re e  F e d e ra tio n  o f  workingm en o f  P u e r to  R ico  
O rg a n iz e rs  Who R e p o r t on T h e ir  A c t i v i t i e s  

in  th e  The A m erican F e d e r a t io n i s t
1903-1929

ORGANIZER CITY YEAR/S

S a n tia g o  I g l e s i a s San Juan 1 9 0 3 ,0 4 ,0 6 ,0 7 ,0 8 ,0 9 , 
1 2 , an d  13

R a fa e l  A lonso  
R o d o lfo  R o d rig u ez  
Jo sd  F e r rd  
J u l i o  A ybar

J o s d  M. T o r re s

San Juan
L a re s
Caguas
Ponce
Mayagiiez
Ponce

1 9 0 7 ,1 0 ,1 1 ,1 3 ,and 25
1904 
1910 
1907
1905 a n d  09 
1 9 0 4 ,0 5 ,0 6 ,1 7 ,2 2 , 
an d  23

E s te b a n  P a d i l l a  
E m ilio  F a r i z a  
Ju a n  B. R iv e ra  
L eonardo  P acheco

A re c ib o
A re c ib o
Mayagiiez
Yauco

1904 an d  05
1907
1909
1 9 0 6 ,0 7 ,0 8 ,0 9 , 
and  10

Manuel A lv a re z  
R iv e ra  M a rtin e z  
E. S&nchez Ldpez 
L u is  I r i z a r r y  S ie r r a

U tuado 
San Juan  
San Juan  
Cabo Rojo

1910
1912 an d  27 
1912
1 9 1 9 ,2 0 ,2 2 ,2 3 ,2 4 , 
and  25

P a s c u a l  J o rd a n  
Nem esio M o ra les

Cabo Rojo 
A re c ib o

1 9 1 3 ,1 4 ,1 5 , and 16 
1 9 1 3 ,1 4 ,1 5 ,1 6 ,2 0 ,2 1 , 
26 , and  27

Jo s €  P e r e i r a  
J .  Bermudez S&nchez 
C i r i l o  A v i l6s 
Domingo S a n to s  
Ju a n  B. D elgado  
Ju a n  d e  M ata V elez  
C iv i lo  A v ild s  ( s i c )  
Max M a t te i  R iv e ra

Ju n co s
Bayam6n
Bayam6n
F a ja rd o
Humacao
Mayagiiez
San Juan
Yauco

1914 an d  16 
1920
1915 an d  1916
1916 an d  1917
1917 
1920 
1920
1 9 2 4 ,2 5 ,2 6 ,2 7 ,2 8 ,2 9 , 
and  30

V ic e n te  M edina 
F . Paz G ra n e la

Ponce 
San Ju an

1926
1 9 2 7 ,2 8 , and  29

S o u rc e : A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L ab o r, A m erican F e d e r a t io n i s t . 
y e a r s  n o te d  i n d i c a t e  a t  l e a s t  one m o n th ly  o r g a n i z e r 's  r e p o r t  
p u b l is h e d  t h a t  y e a r .
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Appendix 5.

F re e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  Workingmen o f  P u e r to  R ico  
C i ty  C e n tr a l  L abor U nions 

C h a r te re d  by  th e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor
1901-1919

YEAR CITY
1901 San Ju an
1902 Ponce

Mayagiiez

1903 A g u a d illa
1904 A re c ib o

Guayama

1906 A g u a d illa
San Ju an
V ieques
Yauco

1907 Humacao
1909 Ponce
1911 Ju n co s
1912 Caguas
1914 Humacao
1915 Bayamdn
1919 Ponce

S o u rc e : R e p o r ts  o f  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l c o n v e n tio n s  o f  
th e  A m erican F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor f o r  th e  y e a r s  n o te d .
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Appendix 6.
Growth o f  t h e  

F re e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  W orkingmen 
o f  P u e r to  R ico  

1904-1934

YEAR

1904

1908

1909

1910

1911

1912

1913

1914

1915

1916

1917

1919

1920

1921

1922

1930

1931

1933

1934

NEW UNIONS 
ORGANIZED

32

8

22

23

22

25

26

17 

32

23 

79

24

18

23

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF UNIONS

43

112

120

130

132

160

130 

110 

121

131 

148 

139 

229 

242 

163 

236

TOTAL
MEMBERSHIP

450

5 ,500

6,000 

8 ,000  

9 .000  

10,000

9 .000  

10,000  

12,000  

12 ,024  

18 ,000 

16 ,606

20,000

35.000

25 .000

80 .000

S o u rc e : R e p o rts  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l c o n v e n tio n s  o f  
t h e  A m erican  F e d e ra tio n  o f  L abor f o r  th e  y e a r s  n o te d .
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Appendix 7.
Number o f  L o ca l and C e n tr a l  U nions 

A f f i l i a t e d  t o  th e  FLT 1916-1922

1
1
6
4 
8 
1 
2 
9 
1
5
6

29
3
3
1
1

O rg a n iz a t io n  1916
C ig a rm a k e rs ' U n io n s.............................  16
Fem ale C ig a rm a k e rs ' U n ion ............
C a r p e n te r s ' U n io n s ...............................  22
T y p o g ra p h ic a l U nion ..........................
P a in te r s  U n io n ......................................
Women's P r o t e c t iv e  U n io n s............
B a rb e r s ' U n io n s ...................................
Tobacco S t r i p p e r s '  U n io n s............
W rapper S e l e c t o r s '  U n io n s ............
Tobacco L e a f S e l e c t o r s '  U n io n ..
F e d e ra l  L ab o r U n io n s........................
S to r e  C le r k s ' U n io n s ........................
L ongshore  W orkers ' U n io n s............
B a k e rs ' U n io n s ......................................
L ongshore  W a tc h e rs ' U n io n s ..........
A g r i c u l t u r a l  W orkers ' U n io n s . . .
Shoem akers' U n io n s .............................
H o d c a r r ie r s ' U n io n s..........................
C ig a r  P a c k e r s ' U n io n s ......................
C ig a r  B a n d e rs ' U n ion ........................
B r ic k la y e r s /M a s o n s ' U n io n s ..........
C o n fe c t io n a ry  W o rk ers ' U n io n .. .
T a i l o r s '  U n io n ......................................
H at W eavers ' U nion .............................
C ig arm ak ers  H e lp e r s ' U n io n s . . . .
H o te l 6 R e s t.E m p lo y e e s ' U n io n ..
M eat C u t te r s  & B u tc h e rs ' U nion. 
Tobacco Boxes D e c o ra to r s ' U nions
B oxm akers' U n ion .................................
M e c h a n ic s /M a c h in is ts ' u n io n s  
L a b o re r s ' P r o t e c t iv e  U n io n s . . . .
Tobacco W o rk ers ' U n io n s.................
E l e c t r i c a l  W orkers ' U n ion ............
C h a u f fe u r s ' U n ion ...............................
P lu m b ers ' U n io n ...................................
E m b ro id e re rs ' U n ion ..........................
S t a t e  F e d e r a t io n .................................
C e n tr a l  L ab o r U n io n s ........................
J o i n t  Adv. B oard  o f  C igarm akers
L o ca l T ra d e s  C o u n c ils ......................
C a r p e n te r s ' D i s t r i c t  C o u n c i l . . .  
L o n g s h o re m e n 's D is tr ic t  C o u n c ils
L abor T em p les........................................

G e n e ra l O rg a n iz a t io n  T o t a l . . .  131 
S o u rc e : R e p o r ts  o f  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f 
th e  A m erican  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abo r f o r

1917 1919 1920 1921 1922
15

1
20

1
1
3
4
7 
2 
2
8 
1 
7 
7

31
4
4
1

16
1

16
1
3
3
2

14
3

6
1
7
3

25
7
2

2

2

1
18

30
1

2

2

1
18

32
1

16
1

16
1
3
3
2

14
3

6
1
7

12

25
7
2

2 2 2 5 5 2
1 1

1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 2 7 7 2

1 1 1 1 1
3 1 1 1 1
2 3 3 3 3
1 1 1 1 1
3 5 8 9
1 1 2 1
1 1 1 3 1

1 1 1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

3 5 4 4 4 4
1 1 1 1 1 1
3 5 4 5 5 4

1 1 1
2 1

9 9 9
148 139 229 242 163
th e  a n n u a l  c o n v e n tio n  o f  

th e  y e a r s  n o te d .
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