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iv
ABSTRACT

THE QUTIET AMERICAN - AN OPERA IN TWO ACTS
BY

WENDY GRIFFITHS

ADVISOR: Thea Musgrave

[he Quiet American takes place in Saigon in the 1950’s when the territory was considered
French Indo-China. Itis the story of Thomas Fowler, an English newspaperman, his
girlfniend. an eighteen year old Vietnamese girl named Phuong, and Alden Pyle, the naive
voung American diplomat who tries to come between them. In addition to attempting to
protect Phuong from the middle-aged (and married) Fowler, Pyle’s extends his *“good
works™ into the political sphere about which his Harvard education has in no way prepared
him. a fact of which he is completely oblivious. Consequently he ends up on the hit list of
the many political factions that were active in this period of Vietnamese history, not to
mention Fowler's. Musically, the political conflicts are depicted by contrasts between the
sound world of Southeast Asia. in which there is the sense of unmeasured time (as in much

of Takemitsu’s later music), and the busyness and bustling of the European scene.
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CHARACTERS

Thomas Fowler.......ccooooiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiininnn, Lyric Tenor
Alden Pyle.....cooiiiviiiiiiiii Baritone
Phuong....coiiiiiiii e Soprano

Miss Heiooovieiniiniiiiiiiienn, Mezzo

(€1 271711 U PPNt Tenor
Waiter/Mr. Chou.....c.coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiinn e, Baritone
Transvestite/Guard............coeviviiiniiennniniiinnenn. Tenor

Mr. Heng/Inspector Vignot...........cccocevverivnnnneen Robust Baritone
Priest. oo e, Tenor
Interpreter/Reporter L., Tenor
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INSTRUMENTATION

1 flute (doubling piccolo)

1 oboe (doubling english horn)

I clarinet (doubling bass clarinet)

| bassoon

1 hom

| trumpet

percussion (snare drum, tenor drum, 2 medium tom-toms, bass drum
xylophone, marimba. tam-tam, triangle, slap-stick, flexatone,
and ratchet)

piano (doubling synthesizer)

harp

2 violins

1 viola

1 cello

1 bass

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Scene |

Scene 2

Scene 3

Scene 4

Scene 1
Scene 2
Scene 3
Scene 4
Scene 5

Scene 6

ACTI

The Continental bar, Saigon in
the early 1950’s

The same as scene 1, only later
that evening

A cathedral in North Vieinam

Fowler’s flat in the Rue de Catinat

ACT 11

Mr. Chou’s warehouse
A press conference at the American Legation
Fowler’s flat
The American Legation. the next morning
A cafe in Saigon, several months later

The police station
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THE QUIET AMERICAN

an opera in two acts
Based on the Novel of Graham Gree .
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Libretto by the composer Music by Wendy Griffiths
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