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Texts from Michael Alexander, The Earliest English Poems. Second edition
Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1977, Copyright Michael Alexander, 1966, 1977
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

L Riddle 30

I am fire-fretted and I flirt with Wind/ and my limbs are light-freighted and 1 am
lapped in (lame/ and [ am storm-stacked and [ strain to fly/ and | am a leaf-bearing
grove and a glowing ember.// From hand to friend’s hand about the hall 1 go./ so
much do lords and ladies love to kiss me./ When I hold myself high, and the whole
company/ bow quiet before me, their blessedness/ shall flourish skyward beneath the
fostering shade.
‘1L Riddle 38

I watched a beast of the weaponed sex / He forced, fired by the first of lusts,/ four
fountains which refreshed his youth/ to shoot out shining in their shaped ways // A
man stood by that said to me:/ “That beast, living, will break clods./ torn to tatters,
will tie men’s hands.”

111, Riddle 47

I heard of a wonder, of words moth-eaten;/ that is a strange thing, 1 thought, weird/
that a man’s song be swallowed by a worm,/ his binded sentences, his bedside stand-
by/ rustled in the night--and the robber-guest/ not one whit the wiser for the words
he had mumbled.

1V. Riddle 85

Many were met, men of discretion/ wisdom and wit, when in there walked. . / Two
ears it had, and one eye solo,/ two feet and twelve hundred heads/ back, belly, a
brace of hands/ a pair of sides and shoulders and arms/ and one neck. Name, please./
A one-eyed garlic seller * [*answer supplied by Michael Alexander)

Y. Riddle 68

The wave, over the wave, a weird thing 1 saw,/ thorough-wrought, and wonderfully
ornate:/ a wonder on the wave--water became bone

YL Riddle 75

1 saw a woman sit alone.

Y1l Wulf & Eadwacer

The men of my tribe would treat him as game:/ if he comes to the camp they will kill
him outright / Our fate is forked // Wulf is on one island, | on another / Mine is a
fastness: the fens girdle it/ and it is defended by the fiercest men / If he comes to the
camp they will kill him for sure./ Qur fate is forked.// It was rainy weather, and |
wept by the hearth,/ thinking of my Wulf's far wanderings./ one of the captains
caught me in his arms./ [t gladdened me then, but it grieved me too // Wulf, my
Wulf, it was wanting you/ that made me sick, your seldom coming,/ the hollowness
at heart, not the hunger I spoke of // Do you hear, Eadwacer? Qur whelp Wulf shall
take to the wood./ What was never bound is broken easily,/ our song together.
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