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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION

The national bourgeoisie turns its  back more and more on the 
in te r io r  and on the real facts o f I ts  underdeveloped country, 
and tends to  look toward the former mother country and on the 
fo re ig n  c a p ita lis ts  who count on its  obiigingcompliance. (Fanon 
1963: 165)

Since the 1960s, inquiry In to  the processes, s tructures, 

stresses, and stagnation o f dependent, underdeveloped societies  has 

increasing ly  commanded the a tten tion  o f social sc ien tis ts  who seek to 

understand the dynamics o f s t r a t i f ic a t io n ,  change, and/or b arrie rs  to 

change in emerging Third World so c ie ties . This study addresses the 

h ie ra rc h ica l ordering o f the population segments of a formerly colo­

n ia l soc ie ty , Aruba, Netherlands A n tille s ;  In terms o f the factors  

th a t led to  the formation o f its  p lu ra l sectors, and the conditions 

under which the population segments tend a lte rn a te ly  to disperse into  

the wider socie ty , then coalesce Into  re la t iv e ly  u n ita ry , s t r a t i f ie d  

g roupings.

The s p ec ific  and p a r t ic u la r is t ic  elements of Aruban social 

o rg an iza tio n , based on Its  own unique h is to r ic a l development, d iffe ren  

t ia te s  i t  from other emerging Third World so c ie ties . Nevertheless, 

s ig n if ic a n t s im ila r it ie s ,  a ris in g  out o f necessary mutual adaptations 

to  colonial and post-colonial conditions, permit inclusion o f th is  

a n a ly tic  study in the wider framework o f dependent, a lb e it  autonomous 

so c ie tie s .

1



For th is  reason, I employ the methodology o f the present-day 

"dependency theorists" (see, fo r  example, Furtado 1971; Frank 1969; 

and Falters  1973) to organize the relevant h is to r ic a l and s tructu ra l 

data and the p o lit ic a l  factors that underlie the hegemonic control o f 

the sectors of Aruban society. I shall then o ffe r  a sample " fa c to r  

analysis" to demonstrate how a "systems flow" technique can be u t il iz e d  

to  iso la te  the variables that are s ig n if ic a n t to the implementation 

o r  impedance o f the m obility  o f the sectors. This technique is ,  in 

e f fe c t ,  a m odification o f the systemic approach Introduced by Easton 

(1965): I t  o ffe rs  a fu n c tio n a lly  e f f ic ie n t  scheme fo r the analysis o f

the variables that a ffe c t the ordering, maintenance, and relaxation  

o f  group boundaries.

Notwithstanding the special circumstances that attend the 

o r ig in  and maintenance o f the"structures o f inequality" (F a lie rs  1973) 

in  Aruban socie ty , I submit tha t the follow ing hypotheses are a p p li­

cable to the neo-colonlai condition:

1. Population segments o f formerly p lu ra lis t  colonial societies  

tend to disperse, lose th e ir  segmentary id e n tit ie s , and become 

part o f the wider society during periods o f re la tiv e  economic 

and p o lit ic a l  s ta b il i ty ;  b u t, concomitantly w ith  stress s itu a ­

tio n s , they again redefine th e ir  boundaries and manifest the 

c h a ra c te ris tic  features of "p lu ra l segmentation."

2. Economic, p o l i t ic a l ,  and social s tra t i f ic a t io n  o f these seg­

ments is not necessarily id en tica l or p a ra lle l but may, as

. in the case o f Aruba, display d iffe r in g  and tra n s ito ry  h ie ra r­

chical arrangements— indicating  the dynamic and s h ift in g  nature 

of the segments' "access to  power," ra ther than the s ta t ic



r ig id ity  implied by conventional theoretica l models o f soctetal 

s tr a t if ic a t io n .

3. imbalances o f h ierarch ica l positions may be viewed as dependent 

variab les in a la rg e r, macro-perspective; fo r example, the re la ­

tionsh ip , including dependence, o f Aruba, economically and p o li­

t ic a l ly

a. to the Lago O il Refinery, owned and operated by the Exxon 

Corporation, the major employer,

b. to the United States export market, In terms o f Aruba's 

severely unbalanced ra t io  o f export to import,

c. (in conjunction with the other islands o f the Netherlands 

A n tille s ) to th e ir  erstw hile  "mother" Holland, in terms

o f that country's continuing matching subsidies, contribu­

tions to the Is land 's  educational and re lig ious in s t itu ­

tio n s , and s ig n ific a n t exports o f food and other commodities 

to th is  non-productive island,

d. to Curasao, le g is la t iv e  seat o f the Federation o f the 

Netherlands A n ttlle s , and

e. to Venezuela, in terms of her claim th a t, as her continental 

s h e lf v ir tu a lly  abuts on Aruba's shores, the island should 

be incorporated into  her national boundary.

The data to support these hypotheses were amassed in Aruba, 

Curasao, and Caracas over the four-year period from 1969 to 1973.

In 1969, my fieldwork investigations focused upon the Id e n t i f i ­

cation  o f group segments and Inquiry in to  the relationships between these 

segments. During my second period o f fie ld w o rk , in 1971, I became aware 

o f the tightening of group boundaries in response to the increasingly
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antagon istic  a ttitu d es  of the national (Aruban) segment. I rev is ited  

former informants to assess th e ir  perceptions of the nature of th is  

antagonism. As I came to re a lize  the extent o f the influence o f the 

o i l  re fin e ry  operations on a l l  o f the segments o f Aruban socie ty , I 

d irected  my th ird  period o f fie ldw ork Interviews (In  1973) toward the 

government o f f ic ia ls  in the Departments o f Social and Economic W elfare, 

and the management s ta f f  o f the o i l  re fin e ry .

From the data i t  is apparent tha t the present h ierarch ical 

statuses o f the segments devolve less from the h is to ric a l "accidents" 

th a t transferred the desert Island from the colonial influences o f 

Spain to the benevolent neglect o f Holland, than from the en try , in 

1929, o f the Lago O il Refinery. For the "native" Aruban segment o f  

approximately 30,000 people (descended from an eighteenth century 

in term ix o f Arawak Indians, Dutch and Sephardic Jewish s e tt le rs , and 

A frican  slaves) presently represents only h a lf  o f the to ta l island  

population. The remaining h a lf  are the "introduced" groups who arrived  

in  response to the recruitm ent c a ll from the re fin e ry , and to the con­

com itantly Increased demand fo r  goods and services.

Three of these non-national segments, the West Indians, the 

Chinese, and the Eastern European Jews, w i l l  be discussed in d e ta il .

I wish to demonstrate how p rio r  h is to r ic a l influences acted upon the 

national and non-national segments to shape the c o lle c tiv e  id e n titie s  

th a t underly present inter-group antagonisms. Also, I w i l l  e laborate  

upon those economic, p o l i t ic a l ,  and social factors that are relevant 

to  the in s titu tio n  o f group boundedness.

For, although the West Indian immigrants were immediately ex­

cluded from social p a rtic ip a tio n  In Aruban society— because they were



perceived by the "native" group to be successful competitors fo r the 

economic o fferings  that the Arubans f e l t  were "n a tu ra lly "  th e irs , the 

Chinese and the Jews were in i t i a l l y  welcomed, as non-competitors, into  

the larger society . However, when the growing affluence o f the non- 

national merchant groups brought the "fore igners" in to  c o n flic t with  

the middle-class Aruban entrepreneurs and the increasingly debt-ridden 

workers, the resultant negative v ib rations p rec ip ita ted  the withdrawal 

o f  the Chinese and Jewish merchant groups into  tra d it io n a lly  defined  

p lu ra l e n t it ie s .

This a p r io r i development does not coincide w ith the c lassic  

notion (see Furnival 1939) tha t p lu ra l socie ties  o rig in a te  with the 

In troduction o f a dominant (co lo n ia l) ru ling  e l i t e .  In fa c t, the 

co lonia l period o f Aruba's h istory  Is notable fo r  the v ir tu a lly  n e g li­

g ib le  demarcation o f h ie ra rc h ic a lly  ordered sectors; fo r , w ith in  a few 

generations a fte r  the Inception o f colonization (by the Dutch West 

In d ia  Company), the population consisted o f the aforementioned "m ix."

In  add ition , the Inherent f r a g i l i t y  o f the ecological balance o f the 

desert island e ffe c t iv e ly  lim ited  its  e x p lo ita tiv e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  

beyond meager subsistence. Thus, except fo r the Island Commander and 

h is  fam ily , Aruba supported a re la t iv e ly  classless society into the 

tw entieth  century.

The presently fractionated  population derives from the depend­

ence o f its  sectors on the Lago O il and Transport Company (Exxon's 

la rg es t re fin ery  in the Caribbean). Not only the economic w e ll-b e in g , 

but the p o lit ic a l and social a ffa irs  o f the people are tied  to the 

p o lic ie s  and practices o f the re fin ery  management. Because the a f f i l i a t e  

company is , in tu rn , dependent upon the d irec tio n  6 f  its  parent



corporation , Exxon, I w il l  elaborate on the larger concerns o f th is  

m ulti corporate g iant to illum inate  the sign ificance o f Exxon policy  

to  the present and future concerns o f th is  "autonomous" society.

A r e a lis t ic  assessment o f the dependence and underdevelopment 

o f  th is  a g r ic u ltu ra lly  non-productive region necessitates an inquiry  

in to  Aruba's a lte rn a tiv e  options fo r growth and independence. As w ill  

be seen, the options are not only minimal, but to date have received 

1 i t t l e  support o r encouragement from the major e x p lo ite r , Lago, o r  

from the Central Government in Curasao. Thus, the v u ln e ra b ility  o f 

the people, p a rtic u la r ly  in lig h t o f recent expansionist moves by the 

Venezuelan government, presents a paradox to the growing n a tio n a lis tic  

sentiments o f the native segment.

The overwhelming v ic to ry , in the 1973 e le c tio n s , o f the leaders 

o f  a newly formed p o lit ic a l  party , is d ire c tly  traceable to the p arty 's  

slogan, "Status Aparte." Although the independence movement s p e c if i­

c a lly  addresses the separation o f Aruba from Curasao (the Central 

Government c o n tro lle r o f Aruba's national budget), the present waves 

o f  h o s t i l i ty  extend to the non-national groups on the Is land, and are 

perceived by the involved groups to threaten th e ir  continued residence 

i n Aruba.

In the concluding section o f th is  study, I shall Id e n tify  (and 

demonstrate, v ia  a systems flow representation) the s p ec ific  in ternal 

and externa) (m etropolitan) factors that are s ig n if ic a n t to the m obility  

o f  the population segments. The value o f such a dynamic model lie s  not 

only  in its  e ffic ie n c y  as a tool fo r assessing the feedback o f factors  

re levant to the past and present structures o f the socie ty , but In its  

p re d ic tiv e  p o te n tia l. Given the past and present factors th a t operate



to  Impede the "true" development o f the national economy, the Introduc­

tio n  o f a lte rn a tiv e  variables can aid in the assessment o f these options 

in  terms o f  th e ir  predictable e ffe c ts  on the m in i-structures w ith in  the 

la rg e r society.

The app lication  o f th is  kind o f systemic methodology w ilt  hope­

f u l ly  provide a fu n c tio n a lly  e f f ic ie n t  mechanism fo r the understanding 

o f  change and/or barrie rs  to change in the developing nations.



CHAPTER TWO

DEMOGRAPHY

Physical Environment 

Aruba Is a "low" Is land , part o f the Netherlands A n tille s  

(Leeward) tr ia d  o f Aruba, Bonaire, and Curasao. I t  Is the smallest 

o f the "ABC" Islands, being only nineteen miles long and s ix  miles 

a t  its  widest p o in t, w ith a to ta l area o f approximately one hundred 

twelve square m iles. The primary axis o f the island runs northeast** 

southwest.

Aruba lie s  f if te e n  miles north o f the Venezuelan peninsula 

o f  Paraguaffa,and the submarine shelves o f both are so close that an 

e a r ly  landbridge may be assumed to have existed  (Hummelinck 1950 ).  ̂

Although i t  Is s ituated  only twelve degrees, tw enty-four minutes north 

o f  the equator, the constant trade winds whtch blow a t an average 

v e lo c ity  o f twenty knots keep the mean temperature a t eighty-tw o  

degrees (with minor fluctuations o f approximately f iv e  degrees fo r  

d a ily  as well as seasonal temperatures). The mean humidity Is 

seventy-three percent but the strong winds diminish the discomfort of 

the re la t iv e ly  high humidity. As Aruba lie s  outside of the hurricane 

b e lt ,  the annual average r a in fa ll  is less than nineteen inches. The 

periods of pred ictab le  ra tn fa ll are confined to  la te  f a i l  and e a rly  

spring; thus, the dry , breezy, and sunny w in te r and summer seasons coin­

c ide w ith the periods o f heaviest to u ris t t r a f f ic .  The pleasant clim ate



and the v ir tu a l absence o f fly in g  Insects, a t tra c t an ever Increasing  

number o f to u ris ts  each year, despite the barren desert landscape o f 

th is  " Is la  In u t l le ."

An unpublished and unsigned manuscript (thought to have been 

w ritte n  In by a Seroe Colorado m in ister fo r the tnter-denominational 

church in the res id en tia l enclave o f the re fin ery ) states th a t geological 

study has established that the Island Is merely a continuation o f the 

mountain range which runs north along the Paraguayan peninsula. He 

a lso  states that v io len t subterranean movements have l i f te d  and sub­

merged the Island at several w idely separated in te rva ls  o f tim e. His 

assertion is apparently based on such evidence as the c le a rly  discern­

ib le  shorelines, at three d iffe re n t le v e ls , along the north coast of 

the is land. He also notes th a t, although the town o f Santa Cruz lies  

one m ile in land, Its  surface ground is s t i l l  covered w ith fo sstls  o f 

sea animals and water-eroded tunnels and caves surround i t .

Although the m in ister does not c ite  s p ec ific  references fo r  

these geological find ings, he probably refers to the geo-morphological 

survey conducted on Aruba in 1930, under the d irec tio n  o f the Geology 

Department o f the U niversity  o f U trecht. J. H. Westermann, leader o f 

the expedition , asserted that the volcanic a c t iv ity  which caused the 

u p lif t in g  and fo ld ing  of Aruba's o lder rock formations probably occurred 

during the older T e rtia ry  or e a rly  Mesozoic. These events would account 

fo r  the major diabase and hornbiende-schist outcroppings on the center 

p arts  o f th is  otherwise f l a t  island; Jamanota (185 m .), Arikok (185 m .), 

and Hooiberg (112m.)2 During th is  orogenesis, d io r ite  batholiths  

intruded in to  the o lder (Cretaceous) system, observable because o f the 

metamorphic nature o f these formations. Massive boulders a t Ayo,



C asab lrl, and Felsenmeer, consisting o f smooth, rounded, and e x fo lia te d  

d lo r lte  blocks, Westermann explains in terms o f "se lec tive  erosion."  

L ater geological study (Hummelinck 1950), however, suggests th a t the 

erosion occurred under the sea and that the batholiths were pushed up 

and rese ttled  during a volcanic thrust.

Westermann does not provide an adequate explanation fo r the 

three d is tin c t shore1Ines—each o f which is encrusted w ith an overlay  

o f  limestone which lie s  " . . . unconformably on the o lder rock forma­

tions" (Westermann 1932:9) and which houses mollusk, coral and echine 

fo s s ils . Although he te n ta tiv e ly  suggests th a t g la c ia l influences may 

have been responsible fo r one o f the limestone terraces, more recent 

geological analyses o f s im ila r  phenomena in Island and coastal regions 

throughout the world provide a more logical hypothesis. The succes­

sions o f limestone terrace levels  can be explained in terms of th e ir  

re la tio n sh ip  to  the three major g lac ia l melts that occurred between 

the major Ice Ages and resulted in s ig n if ic a n t changes in sea levels  

even in areas as fa r  removed from g la c ia l a c t iv ity  as the islands of 

the Caribbean.

The is land 's  coastal dunes are very "young." They l ie  along 

the east, northeast, north , and west coasts, and are fashioned both 

by the tradewinds and by the hand-shaped inland bays and Junctional 

canals to the sea (such as a t D ru lf and Spanish Lagoon). The northeast 

and east coast are steeply undercut (bocas) and are unsuitable fo r  

transportation  by sea and fo r  general h ab ita tio n . The south and west 

coasts are low and f l a t ,  containing the natural harbors, gentle lagoons, 

and dense concentrations o f industry, shipping operations, and hab ita - 

t io n . P a ra lle l to the south coast are long, narrow shore-coral reefs.



In his study o f the f lo ra  and fauna o f the Islands o f the 

Netherlands A n t il le s , Hummelinck (1950) notes th a t, as a re su lt o f the 

p re v a ilin g  ra in fa ll  conditions, the "tro p ica l d ry -fo res t"  vegatatI on 

is  xerophytic, currently  dominated by deciduous and thorny shrubs and 

c a c t i .  A formerly p r o l i f ic  deciduous tre e , " Kwihi," is now protected  

by law from fu rth e r exp lo ita tio n  and export. The "d iv l-d iv i"  (a 

v a r ie ty  o f "bush-tree") serves as d irec tiona l sign throughout the 

is land because the trade winds, constantly blowing from the north­

e a s t, bend the branches so that they point d ire c tly  southwest.

The land in many areas is denuded, and in general supports 

only scanty vegetation. A few areas along the coasts contain some 

beach vegetation (p rim arily  "sea-grape"), and,In the lagoon areas and 

l in in g  the man-made canals,are fa i r ly  abundant mangrove c lu sters .

" I t  is not impossible th a t, by a lte r in g  the vegetation, the 

human agency has noticeably changed the macro-ciImate" (Hummelinck 

1950; 10). Hummelinck notes the common occurrence o f extensive  

weathered dripstone formation (and lack o f s ig n if ic a n t act 1ve d rip ­

stone) which indicates that the clim ate must have been considerably 

less a rid  fo r some time a fte r  the emergence of the lower limestone 

te rraces. In ad d itio n , the a rr iv a l o f man on the is land , w ith accom­

panying destruction o f formerly forested areas ("brazilw ood"), c u l t i ­

vation  o f the land, and Introduction o f new plants and dbmesticated 

animals (espec ia lly  c a t t le ) ,  has seriously reduced the local fauna and 

f lo r a  (as w ell as possibly e ffe c tin g  the change in the m acro-clim ate).

A sophisticated , Holland-educated, eighth generation native-born  

Aruban, when questioned about the presence of thousands o f fre e -  

roaming goats on the island (not milked and, according to th e ir  owners,
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seldom slaughtered fo r th e ir  meat) rep lied  w ryly , "They're very Impor­

ta n t In speeding up the erosion process."

The indtgenous fauna (th a t appear to have preceded the a rr iv a l 

o f  man on the island) includes small cave-dwelling bats, iguanas, 

ghekkos, liz a rd s , hares, f is h , many v a rie tie s  o f Crustacea, and a rare 

species o f "white" ra ttlesnake. The general s im ila r ity  o f the Inde- 

genous f lo ra  and fauna of Aruba to that o f the Paraguayan peninsula 

o f  Venezuela Ind ica tes , according to Hummelinck, e ith e r  that a land- 

bridge existed between the two lo c a lit ie s ,  or th a t the shorelines were 

once so close that faunal migrations and d r if t in g  o f f lo ra l  seeds could 

have occurred.

Social Environment 

The population of Aruba in 1972 (S ta tis tisch e  Mededelingen 

Nederlands A n tille n , July 1973) was 61,293 (compared to Curasao with  

150,008 and Bonaire w ith  8 ,181). The ra t io  o f b irths  to deaths fo r  

th a t same year, i . e . ,  1,201 to 275, re flec ts  a marked le v e llin g  o f f  

from the rapid population increase during the decades follow ing the 

establishm ent o f the o il  re fin e ry . (The 1962 ra tio  was 1,787 to 215.)** 

Approximately one-ha lf o f the to ta l population are said to be 

Aruban. No c lea r-cu t s ta t is t ic a l  information is ava ilab le  w ith regard 

to  th is  designation. The la s t published breakdown o f population by 

" n a tio n a lity "  (1966 Statische Jaarboek) l is ts  figures fo r Anti 1 leans 

(o r ig in  Netherlands A n t il le s , which includes, in addition to Bonaire and 

and Curasao, residents from the Windward Islands o f Saba, St. Eustatlus, 

and S t. M a rtin ), but does not o ffe r  a separate lis t in g  fo r  native-born  

Arubans. The to ta l number o f Anti 1 leans In 1966 was 44,918, but local
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Informants estimate the to ta l number o f native-born Arubans to be less 

than 30,000.

Although, fo r  general purposes, the term Aruban Includes any 

persons born on the Is lan d , my n a tio n a lis t ic  informants make very clear 

d is tin c tio n s  between the follow ing categories o f Aruban:

Arublano: descendaits o f the "Top Ten" founding fam ilies  (o f p r i ­

m arily  Dutch,Sephardic, and Indian in terbreed ing ),

Arubano; descendants o f native-born parents whose ancestors came 

to Aruba during the nineteenth century from South America and 

Europe,

dl Aruba: native-born offspring  o f tw entieth century Immigrants.

In lig h t o f the increasing nationalism  o f the "native" segment 

and the concomitant h o s t i l i t y  toward those groups that s e ttle d  in Aruba 

since the th ird  decade o f the twentieth century, these d is tin c tio n s  

assume more s ig n if ic a n t dimensions. For th is  reason, my use o f the 

term Aruban throughout th is  paper refers  only to  the f i r s t  two cate­

gories— as the native-born offspring  of the tw entieth century immi­

g ran ts , notwithstanding th e ir  Dutch c itizen sh ip  s ta tus , are considered 

by the national segment to belong to the non-national a f f i l ia t io n s  o f 

the I r  parents.

A p a rtia l l i s t  of "Other N a tio n a lit ie s "  enumerated in the i960 

census includes:

Non-Anti I lean Netherlanders:
o rig in  Holland I , 640
o rig in  Surinam 1,215
o rig in  elsewhere 2,314

North Americans 1,237
Venezuelans 632
B ritis h  and French o f

Caribbean o rig in  3,000
Others 1,954



Census figures are fu rth e r  obfuscated by the omission of id e n ti-  

f lc a t io n  o f Eastern Jews (mainly merchants) and Chinese (mainly merchants 

and restaurateurs,) two of the economically s ig n ific a n t population seg­

ments Investigated during my fie ldw ork study in I969. Estimates (based 

on informants' statements, data on synagogue attendance, and attendance 

a t  the Chinese Social Club) y ie ld  approximate figures o f 120 fo r the 

current Jewish population, and 300 fo r the C h i n e s e .^

The present res id en tia l d is tr ib u tio n  of the population, although 

there  has been some relocation o f members of Island ethn ic  groups during 

the past two decades, s t i l l  la rg e ly  re fle c ts  the e a rly  settlem ent pat­

terns o f the immigrants. The f i r s t  Dutch colonists and the Sephardic 

immigrants from Curasao tended to c lu ste r in the areas of Buena V is ta , 

Parkentenbosch, and Savaneta. Through interm arriage and Interbreeding 

w ith  the local Amerindians, members o f th is  mixed population soon came 

to  constitu te  the "Top Ten" fa m ilie s , the aforementioned Arubiano 

social e l i t e .  Most o f these fam ilies  established "town residences" in 

Orangestad (Playa) , the present cap ita l o f Aruba, w hile  re ta in ing  th e ir  

cunucu (ru ra l countryside) p lan ta tions. As the population grew w ith  the 

in troduction o f Venezuelan, Colombian, and a few southern European immi­

g ran ts , these "new" fam ilies  (some o f whom interm arried with the e a r l ie r  

co lon ists ) clustered in the few re la t iv e ly  f e r t i l e  inland areas o f Noord 

and Santa Cruz.

With the advent o f the o i l  re fin ery  industry during the th ird  

decade o f the tw entieth century, the phosphate-mining town o f St.

Nicholas, which co inciden ta lly  was adjacent to the re fin ery  complex, 

became the residence of the "imported" West Indians, the "Anti 1 leans,"  

and Chinese and Jewish merchants. As the Jewish merchants became more



a f f lu e n t ,  many moved to Oranjestad. European and North American re fin ery  

personnel have, since the beginning of re fin ery  operations, been housed

almost exclusively In the w alled enclave o f Seroe Colorado, a t the
£

southeastern t ip  o f the island.

House Types; Residence Patterns  

The typ ica l cunucu house, s t i l l  c a re fu lly  maintained and occu­

pied by rural Arubans, is a sm all, s in g le -s to rie d  s tru c tu re , supported 

by thick (in su la tin g ) p la s te r w a lis , w ith a t i le d  (form erly thatched) 

ro o f. Houses and yards are surrounded by stone or cactus fences (also  

re fe rred  to as "cunucu").

The tra d itio n  o f annually painting the outside w alls  w ith  

pastel or bright colors is popularly explained as a carry-over from 

the d ictates o f an early  Governor o f Curasao, said to have suffered  

from severe headaches aggravated by the glare from the houses which 

were then a ll  painted w hite . He in it ia te d  a law which forbade the 

use of white paint on any house w ith in  his purview.

A unique form of decoration known as Kas F lo r la , superimposed 

on the outside corners and ju s t below the functure o f w alls  and roof, 

is  apparently a m odification of the "curta in  m otif" Introduced into  

Curasao in the mid-nineteenth century. The decorative m o tifs , e rro ­

neously called  "hex signs" in to u ris t brochures, f a l l  in to  three main 

categories: "Natural" (p lants and anim als), re lig ious  (abstract depic­

tions  of Arawak Sun God and Catholic figures and symbols), and nautical 

emblems (anchor).

The few remaining p lan tation  homes re f le c t  both Spanish and 

Dutch influence In design, but they are n e ith er as elaborate nor as
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grandiose as th e ir  counterparts on Caribbean "plantation-economy" 

i slands.

The town of Oranjestad, viewed from the harbor or from the a i r ,  

presents a panorama o f gieamingly "Dutch-white" government structures  

and churches. The white w alls  and o range-tiled  roofs invariab ly  e l i c i t  

from "States" to u ris ts  a "Howard Johnson City" encomium!

S t. Nicholas (also S int N ico laas), on the other hand, s t i l l

accords w ith the 1943 description by P h ilip  Hiss, as

. . . frontier-A m erican. The town is a hodgepodge of d ir t  s tre e ts , 
wooden shacks, Chinese restaurants, saloons, and a few shops that 
would not be out o f place in Paris or London. I t  sprawls in d is ­
o rd e rly  fashion up to the very gates o f the re fin e ry , which forms 
a dramatic background . . . and extends to the west along the 
coast road toward the Savaneta m ilita ry  camp . . . (Hiss 1943: 9)

Rural towns lik e  Santa Cruz and Noor re ta in  an iso la ted ,

"small v illa g e "  ambience. Goats, boars, and chickens roam undisturbed 

through the s treets  and courtyards; housewives continue to hang th e ir  

wash on the cactus fences (reminiscent o f the old-fashioned n a i l-  

studded box frames th a t were used in the States as "c u rta in -s tre tc h e rs " ).

T rad itio n al cunucu and even town houses were formerly constructed 

to  face d ire c tly  In to  the trade-w ind, thus obviating the need fo r sup­

plementary a ir-co o lin g  devices. Now, however, the Arubans who continue 

to  bu ild  th e ir  own homes, w hile they re ta in  the s ty le  and construction  

o f  th e ir  forebears' dw ellings, face th e ir  houses d ire c tly  onto the s tre e t,  

so that they are a ir le s s  and hot, unless they are equipped w ith  "a irc o ,"  

an item o f conspicuous consumption that confers status but is inord inately  

expensive to  maintain as w ell as to in s ta l l .
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Language

Although the Spanish language fo r  the f i r s t  century and a h a lf  

o f  colonization gradually superseded (Caiqueto) Arawak, since 1634 Dutch 

has been the o f f ic ia l  language of Aruba and has persisted in the pre­

s en tly  Aruban-controlled adm in istrative and le g is la t iv e  spheres. 

Paplamentu (which manifests a composite lexicon of Spanish, Portuguese, 

Dutch, English, and Amerindian) has, however, begun to pervade " o ff ic e  

t a lk ,"  economic and social in te ra c tio n s .?

One of the causes o f fr ic t io n  between the Aruban employees o f 

the Lago O il Refinery and the o ff ic e  and management s ta f f  was the deci­

sion (prompted by the Arubiano e l 1te) that Papiamentu was unsuitable 

as a Lago "lingua franca" because i t  lacked a technical vocabulary 

(Hartog 1961). The consequent "language d i f f ic u lty "  provided a con­

venient excuse fo r the Company to "import" English-speaking West 

Indians. However, now that the m ajority  o f the West Indian workers 

are back in th e ir  home islands and Arubans again occupy most o f the 

positions on thenon-managerial le v e l, Papiamentu is the recognized 

"p lan t"  language w hile  English remains the " o f f ic ia l"  language.

Arubans who have received a "Dutch" public school education 

are  m u lti- lin g u a l: the Dutch language is Introduced to f i r s t  grade

c h ild ren , quickly displacing the "home language," be i t  Papiamentu, 

English, or Spanish. The las t two named languages are then re in tro ­

duced in formal instruction  from the f i f t h  through the tw e lfth  grades.

Although grammar school graduates (as well as less educated 

Arubans) generally  possess l i t t l e  lite ra c y  in these s u p e rf ic ia lly  

taught "secondary" languages, most display remarkable verbal fluency 

In  them. Their constant exposure to these languages through tourism,
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v is its  to  coastal South America', and employment by Lago and to u r is t-  

orien ted  shops provides the m otivation fo r th is  fluency.

The tran s la tio n  o f the New Testament Into Papiamentu In 1916 

indicates th a t the church, I f  not the l i t e r a t i  or the Lago adm inistra­

t io n , has acknowledged the supremacy o f the native vernacular. An 

excerpt from the litu rg y  demonstrates th a t, i f  Papiamentu lacks a tech­

n ic a l vocabulary, i t  can nevertheless adequately express emotional and 

s p ir itu a l content and values:

Te la a t den anochl, Maria
To zoya su Ninjo Keri
A canta ya mil melodia
Pa cera su wowo ch ick i. (L itu rg ia : 36)

(U n til la te  In to  the n ig h t, Mary 
You rock your beloved ch ild  
Singing a thousand melodies 
To close your l i t t l e  one's eyes.)

Religion

Roman Catholicism remains the dominant re lig ious a f f i l ia t io n  of 

the is land 's  population, despite three centuries o f Dutch occupation 

and adm in istration.

The roots o f Catholicism go very deep in the Leeward Islands, 
fo r they were planted by the Spaniards more than a century before 
the Dutch conquest o f the islands, and since 1705 Catholic mis­
s ionaries o f various nations . . . have been continually  a t work.
They were the more successful because many Protestant landholders, 
wishing to emphasize the d is tin c tio n  between themselves and th e ir  
slaves (In  the case of Aruba, subservient Indians) had (those) 
children  christened as Catholics, and neither at th is  time nor 
subsequently did the Protestant Church make any e f fo r t  to  promote 
th e ir  fa t th . The re su lt has been that about seventy-five  percent 
o f the population is today Catholic. (Hiss 1943: 158)

The most recently published enumeration of island re lig ious  a f f i ­

l ia t io n  reads:
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Roman Cathol1c 
Other re ltg lons

o f which Protestant
Methodist
Anglican

80%
19
8
2
6

No re lig io n 2 (Statlsche Jaarboek 1971: 40)

Presumably subsumed under the heading "Other re lig io n s" and 

not included in the Protestant subdivisions are the Eastern Jews and 

the Chinese Buddhist segments.

Catholic influence in island schools Is even greater than the 

actual number o f Catholics in the islands would in d ica te , demonstrated 

by the fa c t th a t,in  1938, fu l ly  n inety percent of the school children  

attended Catholic schools (which provide a "Dutch" secular education 

in  addition to re lig ious  in s tru c tio n ). By 1958, two Protestant schools 

were established, one in Oranjestad, the other in S t. Nicholas. A 

th ird  school, b u i l t  In the Seroe Colorado "colony," provtdes a "s ta te ­

side" education (w ith curriculum and teachers from the United States) 

fo r  the Lago exp atria te  children o f management and professional per­

sonnel.

195^, Aruba as part o f the Netherlands A n tille s  was granted the status

o f co-equal "partner" w ith the Netherlands and Surinam, although Holland

reta ined the "duty and p riv ile g e "  o f providing fo r Island defense and of

making po licy  decisions in foreign a f fa ir s .

The preservation o f fundamental human rig h ts , freedoms, and the 
p rin c ip le s  o f Justice are also Kingdom A ffa irs , and the high ranking 
Judges are appointed by the Crown to Insure the independence o f the 
Ju d ic ia ry . The highest au th o rity  in Kingdom A ffa irs , Her Majesty 
Queen Juliana o f the Netherlands, Is represented In the A n tille s  by 
a Governor appointed by her. (O ff ic ia l p u b lica tio n , Dept, o f Economic 
A ffa irs  1972: 7 )8

Government— P o lit ic a l Structure

Under the terms o f a Charter introduced by Queen Juliana in
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The in ternal a f fa irs  o f the A n tille s  are administered by the 

Central Government(seated in Curasao) which is composed o f a Council 

o f  M inisters and a parliament o f twenty-two members (Staten) elected  

every four years. Aruban island p o lit ic ia n s  since the 1940s have been 

d ire c tin g  th e ir  energies toward gaining greater recognition and more 

seats fo r Aruba in the central governing body.^ Indeed, the ra lly in g  

p o in t o f the 1973 Central Government e lections in Aruba leading to the 

upset v ic to ry  by the Movtmiento E lectoral di Puebla party was "Status 

Aparte"—more s p e c if ic a lly , "Separation from Curasao." This cry echoed 

the  expressions of h o s t i l i ty  and fru s tra tio n  o f s ig n if ic a n t sections o f 

the  Aruban populace fo r many decades.

Each of the ABC islands maintains its  own Island Council 

(e lected  every four years, the e lec tio n  date generally occurring one 

year a fte r  the Central Government e le c tio n , unless "special" e lections  

are c a lle d ). At any time the authority  and responsibi11 ties  o f the 

Is land Council depend on the flu c tu a tin g  p o lic ies  o f the Central Govern­

ment concerning d ecen tra liza tio n . Generally, ju d ic ia l and police a c t i­

v i t ie s ,  communications, imposition o f taxes, social secu rity , public  

h e a lth , education, economic contro ls , establishment o f economic en ter­

p ris e s , labor conditions and le g is la t io n , money and banking and foreign  

currency are under the control o f the Central Government. Matters per­

ta in in g  to water and e le c t r ic i ty  supply, local labor p o lic ie s , the run­

ning of schools, and the area o f local housing are relegated to Island  

Council. The Central Government retains the rig h t to annul any Island  

decision that is considered to come in to  c o n flic t w ith the "pub lic  In­

te re s t ,"  as th is  is defined by the Central Government.
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Economy

The present s ta te  o f the Aruban economy (more d e ta iled  Informa­

tio n  on Aruban economic development w i l l  be presented In the section , 

'H istorical Background and Economic 'Development'") Is c losely tie d  to 

the Lago O il and Transport Company, Ltd. In 1973 Its  re fin ery  was pro­

ducing over 500,000 barrels  o f refined o i l  d a lly  (mostly from Lake 

Maracaibo "crude," but over the past few years the re fin ery  has also  

been processing crude o i l  from the Middle Eastern o i l  f ie ld s  In which 

Exxon has substantial holdings). Lago is reputed to be the is land 's  

la rg es t taxpayer: the only ava ilab le  s ta t is t ic a l  evidence to support

th is  statement Is  found in the 1966 Statische Yaarboek which gives 

the follow ing figures under the heading of "D irect contribution of 

o i l  re fin e rie s  to  the national product":

(amounts are in mi 11 Ions o f f lo r l ns, approxi mately 1.79
Netherlands Anti lie s  f lo r in s  to $1.00)

I960 1963 1964 1965

Compensation o f <employees 106 85 80 72
Taxes 12 12 12 12
Local purchases, contractors $

16pi lo t servi ces , e tc . 26 19 16
TP f m * Toff 100

(*erroneously to ta lle d  in Yearbook 
as 166)

Total as a percentage of
net national product 33 27 26 24

The decreasing "contribution" of Lago over the above period is 

a ttr ib u ta b le  to Its  d ra s tic  cutback in personnel follow ing the com­

p le tio n  o f the "automation of re fin e ry  operations." In ad d itio n , the 

fix e d  12 m illio n  f lo r in s  tax  assessment Is based on Lago's annual pro­

duction o f 500,000 barrels  o f refined o i l .  Thus the Central Government
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does not b e n e fit from the s ig n if ic a n t Increase In p ro fits  to  the parent 

company from the sharp rise  In the price  o f refined o il  and the diminu­

tio n  o f costs to the re fin e ry  occasioned by the cutback In required per­

sonnel and concomitant "local purchases."

Although the to u ris t hotels are an Increasing source of employ­

ment fo r  Aruba's pool o f unskilled  labor, there has been as yet no re­

tu rn  from tourism to  the Central Government in theform of taxes. By a 

Central Government ordinance o f 1956, exemption from corporate p ro fits  

ta x  and personal Income taxes fo r  ten to twelve years was granted to

1. Enterprises which may be expected to broaden the A n tillean  
economic base. . . . The enterprise  must create additional 
employment fo r  a t least ten A n tille an  laborers. . . .

2. Enterprises fo r the e xp lo ita tio n  o f a hotel and directed
towards the promotion o f tourism. . .

The tax holtdayalso applied to Real Estate tax and to Occupancy 
ta x . Such enterprises are also exempt from Import duties on 
m ateria ls  and goods used in construction o f the premises fo r the 
e n te rp ris e  and from duties on the in i t ia l  equipment.

A ten year import duty exemption may also be obtained on raw 
m ateria ls  and sem i-fin  I shed products used in the production pro­
cess. (Dept, o f Economic A ffa lrs  1972: 29)

Income, there fo re , from the soaring tourism o f the past f iv e  years has

la rg e ly  continued to  flow back to the corporate hotel-chain syndicates

o f  the United S tates, because a l l  o f the major hotels (save one which

is  owned by the Island merchant and government e l i t e )  have been b u ilt

since 1968 and are thus s t i l l  exempt from taxatio n . The largest Island

groups to p r o f it  from tourism are the storekeepers and restaurateurs

(p r im a r ily  Eastern Jews and Chinese). The Income and tax assessment o f

these people, however, is not represented in government publications.

Although the reported net national Income per cap ita  in 1967 was

$1,020 , which Is very high by Caribbean standards, the need to Import
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almost a l l  goods fo r  domestic consumption and production promotes a 

c o s t-o f- lIv in g  index that Is Inord inate ly  high by any standards. More­

o ver, automation o f the Lago re fin e ry  operations, begun in 1957,^re­

su lted  in serious unemployment, which, although a lle v ia te d  p e rio d ic a lly  

by Lago's expansion a c t iv it ie s  and more recently by increased opportu­

n it ie s  fo r  domestic employment in the major h o te ls , presages serious 

problems fo r Aruba's fu ture  economy.

Plans sporadically  presented by government economists and by 

p riv a te  c itizen s  to expand and d iv e rs ify  the economy have met with  

very lim ited  success. Small manufacturing enterprises are not able to 

compete successfully in the labor market w ith the large e x p a tr ia te -  

co n tro lled  corporations because, fo r  example, Lago o ffe rs  a s lig h t ly  

higher than minimum wage and an " a ttra c tiv e  benefits  package." As 

the Central Government does not provide unemployment compensation to  

I t s  c it iz e n s , Lago remains the most successful bidder fo r sem i-sk illed  

labor. Attempts by the Central Government to  "keep domestic costs o f 

production to a minimum" and to " s ta b iliz e "  p ro f its ,  w hile  directed at 

m aintaining local Industries In a competitive position in the world 

economy, have In fa c t s t i f le d  these local Industries , which are depen­

dent on the outside market fo r  a l l  th e ir  m a te ria ls .*0

Diet

The d ie tary  staple fo r  native  consumption has fo r  centuries  

been maize, formerly lo c a lly  produced malshl grand! or Sorghum vulgare, 

but now h arin ja  heel y b lancufor yellow and white cornmeal imported 

p rim a rily  from the United States.
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Sorghum vulgare Is a cereal ty p ic a lly  adapted to warm regions 
where r a in fa ll  Is low. Last century when t i l la g e  In Aruba was 
superior to what I t  Is today, I t  was a tra d itio n a l procedure to  
p la n t two plots w ith th is  crop: one a clay s o i l ,  the other a 
sandy s o il.  This ensured a "double chance" a t harvest-tim e. I f  
the y ie ld  on the clay so li was not up to expectation due to  
heavy ra in s , the d e f ic it  was compensated by a good crop on the 
sandy s o il and vice versa. (Steenmeijer 1957: 39)

The most Important and tra d itio n a l maize-based Aruban dishes

a re:

funch l: boiled cornmeal, molded into "pudding" and cut Into

s lic e s , eaten w ith soup or f is h ,  

pambatI: maize meal cakes, used as bread fo r sandwiches, 

arepa: combined maize and wheat flo u r mixed w ith egg and s a l t ,

shaped in to  round p a ttie s , eaten w ith fish  and meat; and 

ketjapa: ground maishl grandl, baked on a charcoal f i r e ,  resembling 

a Mexican t o r t i l l a ,  s t i l l  prepared by cunucu women.

These or v a r ie tie s  o f wheat bread, such as pan awa, pan leche, or pan 

dushl (sw eet), are eaten w ith soup or meat stews as lunch or dinner and 

form the basic menu.

Imported rice  (polished) appears several times a week as accom­

paniment to meat, f is h , and maize meals.

Like r ic e , oats too, are eaten by almost every fam ily . . . .  I t  is 
in te res tin g  to note that the Papiamentu word fo r oats is "kwaker", 
based on the well-known brand name "Quaker Oats". (Steenmeijer 
1957: k6)

Preferred vegetables, including white potatoes (b a ta ta ), sweet 

potatoes (batata d u sh l), tomatoes, beans, and other garden greens, are 

a lso  imported. Local subsistence farmers seldom produce a surplus of 

vegetables fo r  s a le , although local Chinese-operated farms that are 

" ir r ig a te d "  s e ll to small markets and Chinese re ta il  stores.
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Imported "banana11 (p la n ta in ), fr ie d  when overripe and lib e ra lly  

sprinkled w ith sugar, Is served as embellishment fo r almost every meal; 

imported oranges, apples, and tinned ju ic e s , although expensive, appear 

frequently  on the Aruban ta b le . Locally cu ltiva ted  watermelons, mangoes, 

avocados, and limes are common desert dishes.

Mtlk--powdered, frozen, and tin n e d --ls  imported, as are cheeses. 

Eggs, from lo c a lly  raised chickens, are used more fo r baking bread, 

pudding, and cakes than fo r eating as breakfast food.

C a ttle , goats, p igs, and sheep are imported from South America 

v ia  Holland, because of her control over large-scale purchases--thus 

making the price  of meat considerably higher than i t  would be i f  im­

ported d ire c tly . Local goats are (reported to be) slaughtered only 

when imported supplies are low. Local chickens, fr ie d  or boiled in 

soup, and eaten w ith funchi or pambati, provide the tra d itio n a l Sunday 

d inner.

Locally caught fis h  are once again coming to constitu te  an 

important protein a lte rn a tiv e  to the meat that is priced out o f reach 

fo r  frequent consumption. ( I  observed, during the summer o f 1973, that 

meat consumption was down to once a week fo r most o f the S t. Nicholas 

res id en ts .) Picuda (barracuda), pargo (red snapper), and djampo 

(grouper) are marketed a t harbors and in le ts , where housewives w ait 

p a tie n tly  each day u n til sunset when the outboard motor-boats come 

In  w ith th e ir  catch. ("M arket-price" o f fis h  during the summer o f 1973 

was 3 f ls .  per k i lo ,  regardless of v a r ie ty .)

Water, once the most treasured commodity on th is  rain-parched 

is la n d , is now ava ilab le  even in remote cunucu areas. A seawater d is ­

t i l l a t io n  p lant b u ilt  in the 1930s (p rim arily  to  s a tis fy  the needs of
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the o il  re f in e r ie s , the major consumer) processes over 25,000 tons of 

pure drinking water per day. The d is t i l le d  water Is so pure and f l a t  

th a t minerals have been added to  i t  to give i t  tas te . Brackish water 

(from the inland cana1s)and sea water are pumped to houses and commer­

c ia l  plants fo r  non-drinking purposes.

Notwithstanding the easy a v a ila b il i ty  o f w ater, a lcoholic  

beverages continue to be the preferred drink fo r the Aruban men. They 

consume beer, rum, and whiskey in such quantity  that Aruba was reported 

in  the 1969 Journal on Alcoholism to be in the s ix th  p ercen tile  of 

alcohol consumption per cap ita  among the nations o f the world.
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NOTES

^Venezuelans explain that present overt and covert e ffo r ts  a t 
estab lish ing  closer (Indeed dependency) re lationships w ith Aruba are 
based on a natural a f f in i t y ,  aris tng  not only out o f mutually shared
c u ltu ra l s im ila r it ie s ,  but also from the " fa c t"  tha t Venezuela's con­
tin e n ta l shelf extends in to  Aruba's coastal waters, so that in essence 
they are conjoined.

The unique composition o f the Hooiberg rock formation has led 
to  its  being named Hooiberglte.

^These reefs have been broached and sections removed in the 
harbor areas o f Oranjestad, Barcadere, and St. Nicholas to permit the 
e n try  of large sea-going tankers and luxury ships. The e ffe c ts  of
th is  disruption of sea and land have not as yet been Investigated.

^The s ignificance of Lago involvement to the declining b irth  
ra te  w i l l  be discussed in the section on the "Power E l it e ."

**A more d eta iled  but (in  terms o f s p ec ific  national o rig in ) 
hardly more enlightening enumeration was compiled fo r  me by the Chief 
o f the Registry Bureau in 1969:

Argentina 12 Jordan 1
Belgium 2 Lebanon 18
B ra z il 5 Malaya 6
Canada 49 The Netherlands 54,312
Chile 2 Norway 4
China 307 Austria 2
Colombia 239 Panama 9
Costa Rica 1 Paraguay 1
Cuba 17 Peru 3
Denmark 6 Portugal 270
Dominican Republic 289 San Salvador 1
Germany 18 Spain 18
France 180 Trinidad 7
G reece 6 Turkey 1
Great B rita in 2,001

105
Uruguay 3

Hai t i Venezuela 826
1 re land 3 U.S.A. 542
1 ndia 4 Swi tzerland 11
1ndonesia 2 W!thout
1srael 5 national Ity 111
1 ta iy 8

59,408Jamalca 1 Total
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The fig u re  fo r  China does not ind icate  whether the individuals  
migrated d ire c tly  from Asia or re-emigrated from South America—which, 
In  fa c t ,  is the case fo r almost h a lf o f!th e  Chinese in Aruba.

The numbers fo r  France include Guadeloupe and M artinique.
The numbers fo r  Great B rita in  Include the B ritis h  West Indies. 

(The one Jamaican and the 7 Trinidadians should then have been Included 
in  the larger category.)

The "Netherlands" fig u re  obviously includes a v e rita b le  pot­
pourri of Windward Islanders, Leeward Is landers, Surinamers as well 
as Holland Dutch.

1̂ was informed, during my f i r s t  in terview  w ith  Lago managers, 
th a t the Seroe Colorado "colony" was Integrated as o f 1973. When ques­
tioned as to who was now encouraged to buy or bu ild  in the colony, 
" In te g ra tio n "  was explained as re fe rrin g  only to Aruban engineers and 
management level s ta f f .

1̂ was surprised to discover, pinned to the Inside door of an 
o ff ic e  in the Department o f Economic A ffa irs  in Curasao, the follow ing  
hand-written sign:

"Lokual ta  pasa major!a p a rti di hende 
no ta pasombra nan sa mucho poco cos pero 
pasombra nan sa mucho hop! cos no ta berdad."
("What is happening to the m ajority  o f the people 

is not because they know too l i t t l e  but because 
they know too many things that are not tru e ." )

0
This "c a tc h -a ll"  paragraph has provided the "leg itim acy" fo r  

Holland's continuing involvement in island economy and p o lit ic s .
Q
Aruba holds 8 seats, Curacao 12 in the S taten , a condition  

th a t is most unsatisfactory to AruDan n a tiona ls . I t  becomes a focal 
p o in t o f acrimony during each Central Governntent e le c tio n . Arubans 
in s is t  that th e ir  annual contribution to the Central Government (based 
on national income, o i l  re fin e ry  taxes, e tc .)  is larger than that o f 
Curacao, and fo r  th is  reason Aruba should have equal representation  
despite the d is p arity  in population.

^Attempts by local planners, a rc h ite c ts , and socio logists to 
conduct fe a s ib i l i ty  studies and surveys o f urban (ghetto) housing In 
S t. Nicholas, or to introduce plans fo r  housing projects and economic 
development, are often "encouraged" w ith small grants. Final reports, 
analyses, and urban renewal plans are accepted, p rin te d , and then 
shelved in d e fin ite ly . (Access to these reports can be obtained only 
through "oblique" methods.)



CHAPTER THREE

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND ECONOMIC "DEVELOPMENT"

Former Chief L ibrarian  and sole published h is to rian  o f Aruba, 

Johan Hartog, believes that Aruba, unlike many o f the Caribbean islands, 

was never inhabited by the Carib Indians. He quotes from reports of 

Van Heekeren, a Dutch "Ind ian o iog is t" who traced the migration patterns  

o f  Cartb and Arawak Indians northward from the Amazon basin o f B ra z il.

Van Heekeren asserts that the e a r lie s t  inhabitants o f Aruba were 

Caiqueto and J ira ja ra  Arawaks.

An archaeological dig conducted by Hunter College In 1968 

uncovered ceramic shards that c losely resemble those of the Dabajuro 

complex of the Maracaibo region o f the Eastern Venezuelan coast.

Carbon-lit dating places the finds in the 1000-1500 A.D. period o f the 

Neo-Indian epoch as defined by Rouse and Cruxent fo r Venezuela.

Van Heekeren (i960) determined, from a r t ifa c ts  found In several 

areas o f the is land , that two separate Amerindian migrations formed the 

aborig ina l population. The f i r s t  group was the Ciboney, " . . .  marginal, 

non-ceramic coastal fishermen . . . who practiced cave buria ls  and . . . 

used siing-stones, stone b a lls  and shell gouges" (Van Heekeren i960: 115). 

Rock pain tings, s t i l l  c le a rly  Imprinted in cave areas in Santa Cruz and 

the southeastern t ip  o f the is lan d , show close links to a r t  forms of the 

Venezuelan Ciboney. The second group, the Arawak Caiquetos, le f t  pre­

h is to r ic  evidence o f th e ir  s k i l l  as farmer-merchants. Their decorated

29
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p o tte ry  displays anthropomorphic f l a t  and Incised designs. These 

Calquetos practiced urn b u r ia lJ

In 1^99 Alonso de Ojeda, a Spanish explorer and commanding 

o f f ic e r  o f one o f the caravels that sailed  In the second expedition o f 

Christopher Columbus, named Aruba, Bonaire, and Curasao "Las Islas  

Adjacentes a la  Costa Flrm e." Later the islands were popularly , I f  

somewhat Inaccurately , known as "Las Islas  In u tile s ."  In 1501 Their Cath 

o llc  Majesties o f Spain, Ferdinand and Isa b e lla , appointed Ojeda 

governor o f " la  is la  de Caquivacoa" (Cape Chlcwacoa on the peninsula 

o f  G o a jlra ). The royal decree also granted to Ojeda the d is t r ic t  o f 

Coro which Included the three islands, in f i e f .

In 1513 the Spanish Viceroy of Espanola, Diego Colon, com­

missioned Captain Diego Salazar to transport Indians to his p lanta­

t io n  In Santo Domingo to provide free  labor. Salazar directed the 

capture and removal o f over two thousand "red slaves" from the three • 

islands— how many o f these were native to Aruba is not recorded,

With the royal appointment o f Juan de Ampues, as "fac to r"  

and "p rin c ip a l o ff ic e r"  o f Santo Domingo in 1515, T he ir Catholic  

M ajesties issued a decree proh ib iting  fu rth er molestation and enslave­

ment o f Arawak Indians. This decree was soon followed by the decision 

(made by Ampues and approved by the "audiencia," the Espanola court o f 

J u ris d ic tio n ) to return the Indians to  th e ir  almost depopulated islands. 

Apparently the decision stemmed from a b e lie f  that the A n tillean  Arawaks

were more l ik e ly  converts to Catholicism than were the Caribs who in ­

habited many o f the Islands under Spanish ru le . King Charles V included 

in  his le t te r  o f assent a proviso that the returned Indians were no 

longer to be considered slaves. They were not to be i l l - t r e a te d  and
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were henceforth to be ca lled  "freemen." The three Islands were subse­

quently repopulated although, according to Hartog (1961), not necessarily  

by th e ir  o rig in a l inhabitants.

At about th is  tim e, Ampues, s e lf-s ty le d  "Lord o f the Islands,"  

l e f t  his sugar p lantation  in Santo Domingo (manned by abducted Indians) 

and brought some of his European c a tt le  and horses to the v ir tu a lly  

abandoned island o f Aruba (also w ritte n  in early  records as Orua, Oruba, 

Ouruba, Ruba, Curua, and Arouba).^ He also arranged fo r the transporta­

tio n  o f goats, sheep, dogs, donkeys, and pigs to  the re la t iv e ly  barren 

is land, which soon took on the aspect o f a "Spanish rancho" (Hartog 1961: 

3 3 ). C a ttle  and horses were set free to roam the island.

Brazilwood (Haematoxylon B ra s ile tto  K ars t), one o f the is land 's  

p rin c ip a l resources during the e arly  period o f co lon iza tion , had been 

cut and transported by the crews o f passing s a ilin g  vessels throughout 

the f if te e n th  and in to  the sixteenth century. By the seventeenth cen­

tu ry  a monopoly granted by the Spanish government in it ia te d  the export 

o f considerable q u an tities  o f brazilwood to Amsterdam. There i t  was 

ground to a powder and used in the preparation o f a red dye. "The 

grinding was done by the crews o f homebound ships, or in Amsterdam, 

by prisoners" (Hartog 1961: 30).

The condition Imposed on Ampues to convert the Indians to 

C h ris tia n ity  was apparently not f u l f i l l e d  w ith much zea l. Early records 

in d ica te  that n e ith e r resident p ries ts  nor island churches were estab­

lished in Aruba during Spanish occupation. Nevertheless " . . . i t  seems 

safe  to say th a t on the coming o f the Dutch a large percentage of the 

then Aruban population was Catholic and received regular v is its  by 

p rie s ts  from the opposite coast (Paraguana)" (Hartog 1961: 39)•



32

The Dutch West India Company, which was constituted in 1621 and 

was in i t i a l l y  more interested in conquest and buccaneering than in the 

peaceful pursuit o f trade, captured Curasao without opposition from 

Spain (Hiss 19^3: 55)• Although the Dutch immediately occupied 

Curasao and Bonaire, they showed no in te res t in the settlem ent o f 

Aruba u n til 1625. Nevertheless, from the inception of the Dutch con­

quest, the Spanish began to evacuate Aruba, taking " th e ir"  Indians with  

them. Thus, by the time the Dutch took possession o f the Is land, i t  

held fewer than two hundred Indian Inhabitants.

The Dutch government vested adm inistration of the colonies in

the Dutch West Indies Company. By the terms o f its  ch arter,

. . . the West Indian Company was granted v ir tu a lly  a l l  the rights  
o f sovereignty— the rig h t to>declare war, to acquire possessions 
and to make tre a tie s ; and the te r r ito ry  embraced by the charter  
gave the company control o f the slave trade. . . . The Company 
was fu rth e r granted freedom o f Imports and exports. (Hiss 19^3: 56)

The decision o f the Dutch West India Company to make Aruba a

center o f horse-breeding, Curasao an a g ric u ltu ra l producer, and Bonaire

a source o f s a lt  and maize, In it ia te d  the extensive slave trade in

Curasao (which soon became the major s lave-trad ing  center fo r  the Carib- 
L

bean). Since the Company was s a tis fie d  w ith Indian "vaqueros," as the 

horse-breeding p ro jec t expanded, Indians were brought in from other 

is lands. Thus the re la t iv e ly  small number o f African slaves in Aruba 

(bought as "domestics" by the mid-eighteenth century s e tt le rs ) apparently 

made no s ig n if ic a n t contribution to the Aruban gene poo). The reverse 

is  true fo r Curasao and Bonaire.^

Although the Company declared th a t the relocated Indians were 

not to be regarded as slaves and were to be treated as subject to the 

same laws as the resident Dutch adm in istrators, ea rly  reports on the



conditions o f these Indians describe them as " u tte r ly  d e s titu te  drudges.1

One account te l ls  o f an e a rly  Commander . . who was so cruel as to

force  the Indians to carry cactuses, in the manner of guns, on th e ir  

naked shoulders" (Hartog 1961: 51).

Instructions from the Company In 1636 directed the adm inistra­

tors  to "free"  the Indians from "barbaric  p ractices ,"  to  educate Indian  

children to C hristian conversion, and to  give them preparatory tra in in g  

fo r  "useful" occupations, p a rtic u la r ly  farming. However, a lawsuit re­

corded in 1804 discloses th a t, although Indians were allowed to raise  

goats (fo r  local consumption), they were not permitted to own donkeys,

horses, or c a t t le ,  fo r these were exportable commodities.

The Company did not permit other "white men" to  s e t t le  In Aruba 

p r io r  to  1754. In that year Moses Levy Maduro, grandson o f the Moses 

Maduro who had migrated to Curasao from Amsterdam la te  in the seven­

teenth century, became Aruba's f i r s t  "c o lo n is t."  The Company granted 

him (as a "Concession") a parcel o f land on the south side o f the island  

" fo r  the pursuit o f a g ric u ltu ra l endeavor o n ly ."  The Company demanded 

th a t he swear the following oath:

That, a rr iv in g  on Aruba, you w il l  behave as a loyal res ident, obey­
ing the Commander In everyth ing, and assisting w ith the other 
Inhabitants (?) in executing the Company's work, and that you w t11 
help to clean the w ells ; tha t you w il l  in no manner engage in any 
commercial transaction on said island and w ill  not s e ll anything to  
any person whatsoever nor purchase anything from strangers, and that 
i f  anything of the kind should happen done by others you w il l  imme­
d ia te ly  warn the Commander. . . . that the land granted to you w ill  
be cu ltiva te d  by yourself and tha t you w i l l  not allow  i t  to f a l l  
In to  o ther's  hands, or give i t  to others to se ll i t ;  but that you 
w il l  allow your descendants to liv e  on i t ,  to c u ltiv a te  i t ,  and to 
enjoy its  proceeds subject to the same condition. . . . and that 
the land on the extin c tio n  of you and your descendants w i l l  again 
re v e rt to the Honourable Company. . . ."  (Hartog 1961: 70)°
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From 1768 to 1772 Commander G tiles  Poppe Issued several licenses 

to  p riva te  persons (p rim a rily  Sephardlc Jews from Curasao) fo r  settlem ent 

on the Island. Although fo r  a b r ie f  period th e re a fte r no fu rth e r requests 

fo r  settlem ent were received, in 1780 licensing was resumed and, according 

to  Hartog (1961: 72) a l l  old Aruban "Top Ten" fam ilies  (the present soctal 

e l i t e )  can be traced back to the h a lf-cen tury  fo llow ing the Issuance of 

these I t  censes.^

For the next century Dutch, English, Portuguese, and a few 

I t a l ia n  and French fam ilies  arrived to s e t t le  in Aruba. The f i r s t  

settlem ents were in Buena V is ta , Parkentenbosch, Santa M aria, and
O

Daimarl (which are now among the most sparsely populated areas).

During these years p lantations appeared in the settlem ent areas but, 

because the land was not su itab le  fo r any continuing large-scale  c u l t i ­

vation  of crops, the ra is ing o f sheep and goats soon became the primary 

economic a c t iv i ty .  Eventually v illa g es  grew up around these p lantations. 

With the growth o f the harbor town o f Oranjestad, many o f the estab- 

I ished p lan tation  owners moved to  the town, although most also retained  

th e ir  "garden-houses" (cunucu) in the countryside. The eighteenth  

and e a rly  nineteenth century surnames o f Maduro, Henriquez, and Croes 

continue to  p ro life ra te  throughout the is land , as evidenced not only by

the l is ts  in the local telephone book, but on the b a llo t sheets for
g

is land  and Central Government e lec tio n s .

Although England b r ie f ly  took possession o f the ABC islands in 

1800, the Treaty o f Amiens restored control of the colonies to Holland 

by 1802. Again in 1805 the B r it is h , and in 1806 the Spanish, occupied 

Aruba fo r  short periods, in 1816 the newly created Kingdom of the 

Netherlands form ally  "recognized" the colony o f Aruba and appointed
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Commander Boye to  be the "Chief o f the Is land ."  He was second in command 

to  the Governor General o f Curasao (who was also a Crown appointee). 

Henceforth the ABC Islands were no longer under the aegis o f the Dutch 

West India Company but were d ire c tly  supervised by the Netherlands cen­

t r a l  government.

In 1848 the constitu tiona l reform of the Netherlands parliament 

provided fo r  the recognition of A ntilleans as Dutch c it iz e n s . A 

"co lon ia l council" was constituted in Curasao, consisting of an execu­

t iv e  section o f f iv e  members (government council) and a le g is la t iv e  

section o f e ight members, a i l  i n i t i a l l y  appointed d ire c tly  by the 

"Crown." I t  soon became the practice  fo r the governor (as Crown repre­

sentative) to appoint council members from the social and economic 

e l i t e .  Although an Aruban was occasionally appointed to th is  Council, 

a c tu a lly  such appointment was very ra re , being generally re s tric te d  to  

those Arubans who were resident in Curasao.

Adm inistration of island a ffa irs  was vested in the o ff ic e  o f 

Lieutenant Governor (replacing the position o f Commander) appointed 

by the "Crown." The Lieutenant Governor was to adhere to the instruc­

tions and orders o f the Governor who, pending the decision o f the 

"Crown," had

. . .  a r ig h t o f suspension, to  be exercised only on cogent 
grounds . . . /ahd upon whom, by 19207 his appointment devolved. . . . 
A ll persons on Aruba were bound to honour and obey him, and a il  
o f f ic ia ls  stood under him. . . .

The lieutenant-governor was responsible fo r the maintenance of 
in ternal peace, order and s a fe ty , and was to be on his guard against 
aggression from outside. For these duties he was in command of 
the armed forces /n o t7  present on the is land , and of the police  
and the m i l i t ia .  . . . (Hartog 1961: 131)

The Lieutenant Governor was assisted by two councillors: the 

" D is tr ic t"  Council" supplied him w ith information and advice. They
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were empowered to present p e titio n s  to the King, the States-Generai 

o f the Netherlands, the Curasao governor, and the Colonial Council.

The D is tr ic t  Council was also responsible fo r the maintenance and con­

s tru c tio n  o f roads, bridges, and harbors. They superintended "poor 

r e l ie f "  and enacted regulations concerning education, "public  m o ra lity ,"  

and health . "The councillors were elected  fo r  a four years' term by 

those of the inhabitants who had the franchise" (Hartog 1961: 131).

Aruba obtained two permanent seats in the A n tillean  representa­

t iv e  body (Staten) In recognition o f her increased importance as a con­

sequence o f the establishment of the o il  industry on the island in the 

la te  1920s.

Shortly a fte r  the end o f World War I I  Aruba mad a strong bid 

fo r  autonomy. Up to th is  time Aruba's p o lit ic a l  strength (or leverage) 

was v it ia te d  by her unequal representation in the Central le g is la tu re — 

c e rta in ly  i t  did not correspond to the large fin an c ia l contribution  

made by Aruba fo r the general w elfare  o f the islands. P o l it ic a l ly  

a c tiv e  Arubans saw themselves as impotent in the present governmental 

system and they argued that "the only way to accomplish anything /was/

, . . to sound the trumpet o f sed ition  whenever possible" (Hartog 1961: 

416).

In 1946 a group o f the local leg is la tu re  traveled to the Nether­

lands to p e titio n  the Queen fo r  "d ecen tra liza tio n " as the necessary pre­

lim inary  step toward achieving autonomy. The Round Table Conference 

(consisting o f representatives from Holland, Surinam, and Curasao), held 

a t  the Hague in 1948, considered the requests made by Aruba and decided 

to  estab lish  a committee to study the fe a s ib i l i t y  o f granting th is  re­

quest. However, u n til 1951, the granting o f extended suffrage to a l l
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"n a tio n a lized " Aruban adult males and females, and a guarantee o f e ight 

Aruban representatives to the Staten, were the only pos itive  changes In 

the p o lit ic a l  s itu a tio n . A provisional co n stitu tio n , promulgated in 

1951, increased the size o f the A n tillean  le g is la t iv e  council, and, 

more Important fo r Aruba, authorized the in s titu tio n  of individual 

Island Counci Is,whose functions include control over local adm inistra­

t iv e ,  p o lice , and economic matters.

A concomitant change took place in e lec tio n  procedures. Par­

t ie s ,  ra ther than "independents," introduced nominations fo r e lec tio n  

to  local and Central Government positions.

/Henn^rZ Eman, who had climbed the breach in the Legislature to 
increase the number o f Aruban representatives, consistently  set 
to  work to  ensure to the Arubans a m ajority in the Aruban Island  
Council. Considering the a c t iv ity  and the growing number o f non- 
Aruban e lec to rs  (who migrated to Aruba in the 1930s to supplement 
the Lago working force) i t  was by no means inconceivable tha t a t 
a given moment the members born on the island would form a minor- 
1 ty . . . .  An additional d if f ic u lty  appeared to be a close d e fin i­
tion  of who exactly  can ca ll himself Aruban.

By Eman and his followers the matter was put thus: a person,
who though he has been liv in g  here a l l  his l i f e  and is devoted 
heart and soul to the Is land , cannot become an Aruban unless he 
has been born here. But any person born outside o f Aruba whose 
parents count as Arubans w il l  be recognized as a native the moment 
he decides to  put foot ashore on Aruba. (Hartog 1961: ^25)

On December 15, 195*t, the Netherlands A n tille s  (consisting of 

the Leeward Islands o f Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao, and the Windward 

Islands of Saba, S t. Eustatius, and S t. Martin) were granted complete 

autonomy (except in foreign policy and defense decisions) and Aruba, 

along w ith the other units o f the Netherlands A n tille s  and Surinam, 

became a "partner" in the United Kingdom o f the Netherlands.

The fa c t that the seat o f the government fo r the Netherlands 

A n til le s  remains based in Curasao, home of the Governor who presides in 

the name o f the Queen of Holland, is a growing i r r i t a n t  to the emerging



nationalism  o f the people o f Aruha. Although Arubans often express 

anti-D utch and anti-American opinions, these are not as em otionally  

charged as are the vehement attacks by newspapers and p o lit ic a l  groups 

on re s tric tio n s  and rulings imposed on Aruba by Curasao.

The popular slogan o f the Aruban Popular Party (AVP) that 

formed in 1970 to counter the "establishment-based" Aruban P atrio ts  

Party (PPA) was "Aruba fo r Arubans." Although the new party came close 

to  v ic to ry  in local e lec tio n s , its  proposal to  re s tr ic t  residence to  

Aruban "nationals" had a re la t iv e ly  lim ited  appeal. On the other hand, 

a s p lin te r  group o f the AVP, the Peoples Movement fo r Separation (MEP), 

won a landslide v ic to ry  against the PPA in the 1973 Central Government 

e lec tio n s  by the loud proclamation o f "Separation from Curacao" and 

the so fte r (but c le a rly  understood) appeal fo r "separatiori1from the 

non-nationals.

Holland has recently announced to Its  Netherlands A n tille s  

"partners" th a t she w i l l  sever her remaining tie s  w ith the islands 

w ith in  the next few years (c e rta in ly  by 1980). Arubans react to th is  

"promise" w ith mixed fee lings; during my stay in Aruba in the summer 

o f 1973, p o s itive  expressions o f national "pride" were overla id  w ith  

negative representations of fear and a lie n a tio n .

Economic Development

From the time of the in i t ia l  Spanish judgment in the sixteenth  

century tha t Aruba was a "useless is lan d ,"  ag ric u ltu ra l endeavors there 

have always been minimal and ra re ly  successful. Recorded r a in fa ll  fo r  

any year has not exceeded twenty-three inches. During the early  era of 

New World exploration the fe l l in g  o f brazilwood by passing s a ilin g  

vessel crews fo r sale in the mother country rap id ly  depleted Aruba's
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few forested areas. The overa ll destruction o f the island f lo ra  

(which may have contributed to the decline o f the r a in fa ll  over the 

past two centuries to  less than nineteen inches per year) and the 

paucity  o f minerals in the land surface have severely lim ited  the 

a g ric u ltu ra l potentia l o f the island.

E ffo rts  by the formerly Dutch and now Aruban adm inistration  

to  augment or extend the rural sector o f the island economy have to 

date been sporadic and only moderately p ro fita b le .

Aloe (vu lgaris ) c u lt iv a tio n , the only a g ric u ltu ra l undertaking 

th a t provided more than marginal p ro f its , began in the 1850s. Because 

the va rie ty  o f aloe grown in Aruba yielded the highest a lo in  content

o f  any known species, its  resin e x trac t was in demand in the United

S ta tes , England, and Germany, where the resin was converted into  

various medicines. Export of aloe resin continued into the twentieth  

century but in the 1930s was halted fo r several years w hile the o i l  

re fin e ry  was being established. A fte r 1950 planting on a larger 

scale was resumed. " In  1951 the a lo in  output amounted to about 15,000 

pounds or c irca  th ir ty  per cent o f the world production" (Hartog 1961: 

3 83 ). Nevertheless, the to ta l income from th is  product (which yielded  

p ro f its  o f 60 to 80 guilders per ton to the few p lan te rs , who paid the 

pickers between 25 and 50 Dutch cents per e ig h t-g a llo n  vat) is s t i l l  

small In absolute terms.

Other a g ric u ltu ra l projects s tarted  and then abruptly abandoned 

as unprofitab le  were: the rearing of cochineal beetles fo r carmine

dyes, the extrac tio n  o f tannin from the pods o f the d lv i-d iv l  tre e s , and 

the growing o f tobacco, cotton, peanuts, and cashews. Maize and bean

crops (sown by farmers In two p lo ts , one sandy and the other c lay , as
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insurance against drought) have always been produced fo r p riva te  con­

sumption only. During the 1800s droughts and near-famine conditions 

were frequently  experienced: from 1820 to 1825, In 1858, 1863 , and

1869, and from 1897 to 19O0.12

Animal husbandry, o r ig in a lly  intended to be the primary occupa­

tio n  fo r the early  s e t t le rs , never prospered. The iand-issue policy  

o f the seventeenth and e a rly  eighteenth centuries kept p riva te  holdings 

to  a minimum u n til 1823; th is  precluded the p o s s ib ility  o f any private  

person's possessing s u ff ic ie n t pasture land to enable him to engage in 

large-scale  animal ra is in g . When, a f te r  1823, p riva te  land holdings 

were enlarged, the lack o f su itab le  pasture throughout the island s t i l l  

re s tr ic te d  the c a tt le  population. The xerophytlc vegetation, however, 

proved to be p a rtic u la r ly  suited to the donkeys and goats which have 

remained a fa m ilia r  addition to the Aruban landscape.

Goats were o f some economic importance during the nineteenth  

century, when goat dung was collected  fo r  export to  Barbados and Grenada 

as f e r t i l i z e r .  Hides were accepted by the Central Government in Curasao 

Inpayment o f taxes u n til la te  in to  the nineteenth c e n tu ry .^

Presently the (approximately two thousand) goats which roam fre e ly  

throughout the island appear to have no commercial s ig n ificance . A l­

though owners may occasionally bring th e ir  (cunucu-based) goats to the 

local slaughter-house to k i l l  fo r  th e ir  own consumption, there is no 

export o f Aruban goats. Cunucu farmers s t i l l  enjoy stew made from 

young goat ( cobrito) but say that th e ir  local w ild  goats are too tough 

and stringy to e a t. Imported goat meat is too expensive fo r  regular 

consumption. Domesticated pigs and chickens supply part o f the protein  

needs of the local population. Town people have recently been lim itin g
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Beans and fis h  are once again providing the necessary protein supple­

ment to the d a lly  d ie t .

The continental bank between Aruba and the Paraguayan peninsula 

reaches a depth o f approximately s ix  hundred and f i f t y  fe e t and is a 

rich  fish ing  ground. Nevertheless, no fish ing  industry o f any size

has ever developed; only a few men (generally  o f Portuguese extrac ­
ts

tio n ) engage in sm all-scale fish ing  to  meet local subsistence needs.

Thus the p lant and animal resources o f the is land , inadequate 

to  meet the subsistence needs of the local population, o ffe r  l i t t l e  

prospect fo r  commercial e x p lo ita t io n .^

The discovery in 1824 o f h ig h -q u a lity  a llu v ia l gold gave the 

f i r s t  s ig n if ic a n t boost to the local economy and to the income o f the 

Dutch government. From 1824 to 1827 farmers, fishermen, and towns­

people extracted and sold gold from the g u llie s  o f Rooi F lu it  to the 

is land  Commander (who arranged fo r Its  transhipment to H olland). In 

1827 "the gold fie ld s  were declared out o f bound to local persons" 

(Hartog 1961: 135). By I 830 laborers employed by the Dutch govern­

ment had extracted and sent to  the Netherlands "a to ta l o f 90.396 

k ilo s  having a value o f ca. 144,000 (Dutch) guilders" (Hartog 1961:

135). (In  the mtd-nlneteenth century Dutch guilders as w ell as flo r in s  

were valued a t 2,489 to $1 .00 .)

As gold production from the f i r s t  s ite  declined, additional 

areas were exp lo ited  a t Daimari, Uacobana, Arikok, and Hadicuradi. 

Unfortunately ( fo r  the Dutch government) the cap ita l outlay fo r  

e x trac tio n  and shipment o f the gold began to exceed the sale value:



Year Capital Expenditure Value o f Gold

1824 10,640 f ls .
1825 27,930
1827 15,863

48,405 f ls .
29,426

9,169 (Hartog 1961: 138)

Upon the death o f the tsland Commander in 1827, the Dutch

manager o f the gold-mining operation was appointed Commander. Because 

o f the Imbalance o f cap ita l outlay as against diminished p ro fits  he o r­

dered the cessation o f work in a l l  gold f ie ld s . By 1829, however, the 

Commander had rea lized  th a t the Importance o f providing work and wages 

fo r  the Islanders would outweigh the lack of p ro f it  to the Dutch govern­

ment. He petitioned  the Governor-General (a t Paramaribo, Surinam) to 

perm it the issuance o f licenses to  p riva te  persons.

/Tn 1829/ Gold-seeking was freed from governm ent-restrictions; 
the p lo ts , numbering 1,534 were to be assigned by lo t against a 
concession o f f if te e n  guilders annually fo r  each. . . .  In 1831 
the f i r s t  report mentioned the handing in o f a nugget o f 13/16 
ounce old Dutch weight to the value of 42 g u ild ers , one th ird  
o f  which was claimed by the government. . . . The f i r s t  13,875 
nuggets represented an amount o f 19,843.45 gu ilders . . . . /%T 
Spaniard, who was staying here a t the time . . . found a lump of 
gold weighing about 42 pounds, a fte r  which find  he returned to  
h is  native  country. . . . several lower-class people repeatedly  
found lumps o f a weight varying between two and ten pounds-.
(Hartog 1961: 139-141)

By 1832 prospecting fo r a llu v ia l gold had begun to decline be­

cause o f the paucity o f gold fin d s . P rivate  persons were released  

from the o b ligatio n  to d e liv e r gold to the local adm in istration. Mining 

was declared open to everyone upon the Issuance of monthly permits.

Gold ore was discovered in the la te  1820s. "Lumps" weighing 

from 25 to over 40 pounds were extracted from the mines of Westpunt 

by local restdents. Over 120 k ilo s  were forwarded by the Island Com­

mander to the N e th erlan d s .^
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In 185^ the Dutch government again prohibited the "free" mining 

o f  gold. The Hague issued a fo rty -y e a r concession to a Dutch c it iz e n ,  

Louis Joseph de Jongh, fo r e xp lo ita tio n  o f the mines a t Westpunt and 

B alashi. The licensee sent his engineer to Aruba to  manage the mines. 

Despite the low wages paid to the resident miners (one-half gu ilder a 

d a y ), the costs o f extrac tion  o f kO ounces o f gold were over 1,900 

g u ild ers ; as the value o f the gold (in  Holland) was stated to be only 

8,000 g u ild ers , the operation ceased to be o f in te res t to the conces­

s io n a ire . In 1866 the concession was withdrawn; once again the Com­

mander re instated the practice  o f gold-mining under the permit system.

_/1n 1867/ a concession fo r the duration o f tw enty-five  years was 
granted to I .  Iso la against a fixed  due of 2,500 guilders annually.
I sola in 1868 transferred the concession to Messrs. Ricket 6 Co. 
o f  New York, who in th e ir  turn sold the rights in 1872 fo r 251,509 
pounds to the Aruba Island Goldmining Company in London. The 
la t te r  began_to work the ore w ith an old-fashioned stamping-mi11 . . . 
/The company/ constructed a gold-sm eltery a t Bushlribana and a 
p ie r  a t FortJ Abao. . . . This company operated from 1872 to  
1882 . . . working 2,938 tons of raw m a te ria l, producing 2,075 ozs. 
o f  fin e  gold. The cap ita l of th is  company amounted to h a lf a 
m illio n  pound s te r lin g . (Hartog 1961: 1M)

The cyanide-process was introduced to re fin ery  operations in 1890.

Comparison o f th is process w ith former methods discloses that the new

process resulted in a doubling of the amount o f fin e  gold refined from

the ore quartz.

As cap ita l investment increased, the export o f refined gold 

decreased. In 1881 (the second consecutive year that no gold was ex­

ported) the Company assigned its  rights  to the Aruba Agency Company 

Ltd. o f London, and in July of 1889 e xp lo ita tio n  was resumed on a small 

sca le . In 1899 the Aruba Gold Concessions Ltd. o f London renewed Its  

concession fo r an additional *»0-year period. This company was required 

to  pay "a fixed  annual due" of 3,750 guilders and 25% o f the net proceeds
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th a t exceeded 6% o f Its  c a p ita l. The company operated a t an ever 

increasing loss; in 1904 returns amounting to 13,191.19 pounds were 

counterbalanced by an expenditure o f 31,533 pounds. In 1907 the ra tio  

o f  proceeds to  expenditure was 27,184:20,151, but by th is  time "the  

d eb it balance from the previous years /h ad / risen to 75,802 pounds" 

(Hartog 1961: 147). The company's work engineer advised the Company 

to  "scrap" the concession'.

A local "combination," the Aruba Loud Maatschappij (the f i r s t  

company in which native in terests  were involved as shareholders and 

in  management) was organized in 1908. I t  replaced the Aruba Gold 

Concessions Company and took possession o f the machinery and buildings  

o f the defunct company. The shareholders and s ta f f  came from the 

e l i t e  Arubiano merchant group: Henriquez, Arens, Beaujon, and DeVeer.

The ten-year concession granted to  th is  company expired w ith the out­

break of World War I .

During the years o f its  incorporation, the Company operated 

w ith  a cap ita l o f only 40,000 gu ilders. The returns to the Company, 

th e re fo re , were most "satis factory"; a 50% dividend was declared in 1910. 

But over the ten-year period the Company reported a continual decrease 

in  the gold-content o f the ore mined from the few over-explo ited areas; 

in 1908 27 dwt. was extracted per ton, In 1915 only 18 dwt. per ton.

From 1913 to 1915 the Company processed approximately 185.858 kilogrammes 

o f gold, fo r  which Holland paid 243,745 Dutch gu ilders . (The value of 

gold during th is  period was about 1,200 guilders a k i lo  /Hartog 1961:

1487.)

With the outbreak o f World War I m aterials necessary fo r  mining, 

such as cyanide and dynamite, ceased to be exported to the island.



Mining operations ceased in 1916. A fte r the war ended the smelting 

re f in e r ie s , furnaces, e le c tr ic  p la n t, and other equipment were unusable 

because the machinery " . . .  had been allowed to f a l l  In to  decay a fte r  

the work had been stopped" (Hertog 1961: 149). Although the gold- 

mining period had provided work fo r many of the local farmers and fis h ­

ermen fo r several decades, the actual cash return to Aruban wage- 

iaborers was always minimal.

Fortunately fo r  the economy, a t the same time that gold mining 

p ro f its  were dim inishing, phosphate mining operations, also in it ia te d  

during the mid-nineteenth century, were y ie ld in g  higher returns. 

Phosphate mined in Seroe Colorado (now held in lease by the Lago Oil 

and Transport Company) returned In 1895 over 9,000,000 guilders to  

the Aruba Phosphaat Maatschappij; and the Central Government collected  

4,000,000 guilders in export duties. As th is  company was formed by 

jo in t  investments from Aruban and Curacellanean merchants w ith a 

B r it is h -a f f i l ia te d  phosphate company, the substantial returns went 

la rg e ly  to the same e l i t e  group that p ro fite d  from  the gold-mining 

operations. Phosphate mining was abruptly abandoned in the la te  1920s 

when the Lago 01) and Transport Company obtained the lease rights  to  

Seroe Colorado.'7

In 1924 the monopoly that the Royal Dutch/Shell Company (a 

conglomerate o f Shell Transport Co. L td ., London, and N. V. Koninkiijke  

Nederlandsche Petroleum M i j . ,  the Netherlands) held in the Lake Mara­

caibo basin was broken when the Lago O il Corporation entered the f ie ld  

by acquiring control o f the B ritis h  Equatorial O il Company, Ltd.

A fte r studying tlva p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f a deepwater f ie ld  even 
c loser to the o i l  f ie ld s  than Wllemstad (Capital o f Curasao and 
location of the Royal Dutch/Shell re fin ery ) I t  was decided to
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improve the harbor o f S t. Nicolas a t the southeastern end o f the 
Island o f Aruba. The Lago Transportation Company of Canada was 
organized to  transport the o i l  from Lake Maracaibo to the storage 
tanks of S t. N icolas. . . .  In 1926 and 1927 the reef protecting  
the southern coast o f Aruba was blasted out to form an entrance 
to  the harbor o f St. Ntcolas and the harbor was dredged. The con­
s tru c tio n  o f a re fin ery  w ith a d a ily  capacity o f 110,000 barrels  
o f  crude petroleum was begun in 1928. . . . When the re fin ery  was 
fin ish ed  in 1930 a t a cost o f eleven m illio n  d o lla rs , i t  was the 
most completely e le c tr ic a l ly  operated re fin ery  in the world. . . .

During Its  phenomenal growth, the control o f the Lago Oil and 
Transport Co., Ltd. passed from the Lago Petroleum Corporation to 
the B ritis h  Mexican Petroleum Co., L td ., to the Pan-American Petro­
leum and Transport Co., to a holding Company— Pan-American Eastern 
Corporation— to another holding company, the Lago O il and Transport 
Corporation o f Delaware, which was controlled by the Standard O il 
Company o f Indiana, and to a f in a l holding company— the Pan- 
American Foreign Corporation—which is n in e ty -s ix  per cent owned 
by the Standard O il Company of New Jersey. (Hiss 1934: 126)19

The sudden economic and demographic changes follow ing the estab­

lishment o f the re fin e rie s  forced Arubans to make many social adjustments, 

not only in the southeastern t ip  o f the island but throughout the 

countryside. Lago recru ited  as unskilled  labor a l l  ava ilab le  Aruban 

males from the rural as w ell as from urban areas. Just outside of 

S t. Nicholas two new res id en tia l areas, Lago Heights and E sso v ille , 

were cleared fo r construction (by Lago contractors) of Inexpensive, 

b o x -lik e  bungalows to  house foreign sem i-sk illed  workers ("imported" 

mostly from the B ritis h  West Ind ies ). As more laborers were recruited  

from outside the island (to  replace the hundreds o f Aruban laborers that 

Lago found to be "undependable)

. . . the tin y  fishermen's v illa g e  of S in t Nicolaas mushroomed 
in to  a boom-town o f the type found in the U.S. during the opening 
up o f the West. In the h e lte r -s k e lte r  o f the pioneering s e t t le ­
ment houses were knocked together out o f everything that could be 
la id  hands on. Petrol cans were eagerly collected to provide 
m ateria ls  fo r w alls  . . . (Hartog 1961: 317)

(Many o f these "flim sy temporary dwellings" are s t i l l  "home" fo r West

Indian Vi ilage residents .)
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At the same time the government abandoned projects formerly 

in i t ia te d  to  bo ls ter the a g ric u ltu ra l economy, so that aloe fie ld s  and 

land cleared fo r tobacco and cotton were soon Invaded by cactus and 

s crub.

During the e a rly  years o f the new industry, re la tions between 

the newly emerged Aruban working class and the Lago management were 

often  strained and sometimes h o s tile . One o f the basic reasons for  

th is  f r ic t io n ,  according to Hartog, was tha t in Aruba the Standard O il 

Company (now Exxon) operated d if fe re n t ly  from the pattern I t  had fo l ­

lowed in its  other overseas s ta tio n s. The re fin ery  management decided 

not to adopt " . . . the country's vernacular (Papiamentu) as /.the / 

o ff ic e  language" (Hartog 1961: 356), a decision taken upon the advice 

o f  " in te lle c tu a l"  Arubans (a c tu a lly  the aforementioned e l i t e )  that 

Papiamentu was not an "adequate" language fo r commercial or techno- 

log ica l a c t iv it ie s .

Two other fa c to rs , one re lated  to the language problem, have,

I b e lieve , contributed more s ig n if ic a n tly  to the h o s t i l i t y ,  both covert 

and o vert, that continues to score labor-management re la tio n s . The 

language " d if f ic u lty "  is invoked by the management personnel to explain  

the need to import thousands of English-speaking workers from the 

B rit is h  West In d ies .2 * In 1951 (the high point o f Lago employment) the 

r a t io  o f West Indian to  Aruban employees was 2 ,252:2 ,465. The presence 

o f such large numbers of foreign workers caused strong resentment and 

h o s t i l i t y  In many areas o f socio-economic in te rac tio n . The to ta l Aruban 

labor pool then amounted to almost 5,000 men— so that only h a lf o f the 

employable Aruban males were h ired by-Lago; most o f the other h a lf held 

the unskilled  (and considerably less lu c ra tive ) menial jobs throughout
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the Island. (Census figures fo r  1951 Indicate that only 120 "employable" 

workers were unemployed fo r  that yea r.) Although Lago offered  vocational 

tra in in g  and scholarships fo r advanced technical tra in in g  abroad to 

A n tillean s  and West Indians a lik e ,  most Arubans, re la t iv e ly  unsophisti­

cated and less mobile than th e ir  West Indian co-workers (and, according 

to  the opinion expressed by a local newspaper e d ito r , urged by th e ir  

fa thers  to  continue th e ir  weekly wage contribution to the fam ily budget) 

opted to remain on the island. Consequently, they received only the 

minimal tra in in g  necessary to  hold the lowest paying jobs. (I w i l l  ex­

pand on the d iffe re n t educational backgrounds of the two groups In the 

chapter on the West Indians.) On the other hand, many o f the West 

Indians who were not yet "rooted" on the island welcomed the opportunity  

o f  receiving advanced tra in in g  in the United States. Those who returned 

to  Aruba w ith degrees in engineering were n a tu ra lly  placed in superior 

positions over th e ir  former peers. The Aruban workers, characterized by 

Lago management as "a passive, p leasant, a lcoho lic  people," f e l t  them­

selves overwhelmed and dominated by the more aggressive and demanding 

West Indians. An Aruban ex-employee fo r  Lago to ld  me: "Those 'B r it is h '

a g ita to rs  to ld  the Arubans they should s tr ik e  fo r b e tte r conditions. 

Arubans were forced to accept decisions they d id n 't want. . . . Arubans 

could not explain themselves to th e ir  bosses so they used the 'B r it is h ' 

as interm ediaries. They explained i t  th e ir  way to make the Arubans look 

bad."

The need to house the imported workers as close as possible to 

the re fin ery  complex (because o f the lack of e f f ic ie n t  means o f public  

transporta tion ) resulted in a dense concentration o f West Indians in the 

S t. Nicholas area, whereas the Aruban workers lived fu rth e r a f ie ld  and



had to trave l to work packed uncomfortably into  open trucks and the few 

operating buses. Social in te rac tio n  between Arubans and West Indians 

was thus lim ited  to  working hours—periods o f tension and fru s tra tio n  

fo r  the Arubans.

Lago in i t i a l l y  provided fin an c ia l subsidies to West Indian 

Islanders (or th e ir  "leaders") fo r the build ing and maintenance of 

social and sports f a c i l i t i e s ,  and i t  encouraged (w ith the ta c it  approval 

o f  the Dutch adm inistration) the in s ta lla tio n  of many "cribs" in the 

saloons adjoining the re fin e ry , in which imported p ro s titu tes  could 

"serv ice" the predominantly s ingle West Indian workers and the trans­

ie n t sa ilo rs  and merchant mariners. Arubans, however, fo r  the f i r s t  

few decades a f te r  the build ing o f the re fin ery  received l i t t l e  o f 

th is  largesse. Apparently the Lago management believed that the Arubans 

could provide th e ir  own sources o f entertainm ent.

A widely expressed reason fo r  the artagonism f e l t  by the Arubans 

and other "locals" towards the Lago management refers  to the d iffe re n ­

t i a l  rates of pay offered  from the beginning o f the operations: United

States exp atria te  foremen, engineers, and managers are paid on a United 

States d o lla r  basis; th e ir  A n tille a n , West Ind ian , and European counter­

parts  are paid in A n tillean  guilders (approximately $1:1.87 A n tillean  

f lo r in s  in 1973). Arubans have continued to show l i t t l e  in c lin a tio n  to 

study and tra in  abroad fo r higher level positions p a rtly  because of 

th is  d if fe re n t ia l  rate  o f payment. Indeed, most of those few locals  

who earned professional degrees abroad have remained In the countries  

where they received u n ivers ity  education and where they can compete on 

an equal pay basis w ith  m etropolitan professionals.
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The tra n s itio n  from patriarcha l conditions to humming modern 
l i f e  took place w ith such ra p id ity  th a t the people, having no time 
to  keep pace s p ir i tu a liy  w ith in d u stria l and commercial develop­
ments, began to conceive the smooth glossy wonders of technique 
as the noblest manifestations of cu ltu re . R efrigerators and 
nylon-products, concrete . . . were d e ifie d  as the marvels o f  
modern times. The e le c tr ic  washer . . . became the a ttr ib u te  o f 
the masses, the 'Persian ' carpet the a lta r -c lo th  o f the bourgeois.

W ithin a few years even the s ie s ta , customary and necessary in
tro p ic a l regions, vanished (fo r  re fin ery  workers, not fo r the
other island residents). The peaceful atmosphere so typ ica l o f 
Aruba was shattered by a display 6 f businesslike d rive . . . 
Dipsomania, an age-old tre a t to Arubans . . . fo r  indeed are 
they not Indians . . . spread lik e  w ild f ire  when a population 
unaccustomed to  t h r i f t  was enabled to come by money in an easy 
manner. (Hartog 1961: 37**~75)

For the f i r s t  three decades of re fin ery  operations the crude 

o i l  processed in Aruba came from the Lake Maracaibo basin. For the 

past few years, however, crude o i l  from other countries (p a rtic u la r ly  

from the Mid-Eastern Arab countries) has been shipped to Aruba fo r  

processing. Apparently Lago (Exxon) Is anxious to lessen its  dependence 

on its  Venezuelan o i l  leases (which are due to expire in 1984). Fluc­

tu a tin g  a ttitu d es  of the Venezuelan government toward United States

e x p lo ita tio n  and control o f Venezuelan o i l  a lte rn a te ly  encourage, then 

threaten the continuation or renewal of the leases held by Exxon, S h e ll, 

Texaco, and other major foreign corporations.

Because the tra n s itio n  from a minimal subsistence economy to  

rapid  in d u s tr ia liza tio n  did not p re c ip ita te  s ig n if ic a n t a lte ra tio n  of 

the "native" economy—except fo r  the expanded wage earnings of Lago 

employees— the is land 's  fortunes remain tied  to the revenues from the 

o i l  re fin e ry . The continued importance to the A n tillean  economy o f the 

export of refined o i l  derives not only from customs returns22 but also  

from the re fin ery  taxes paid to the Central Government by Royal Dutch/ 

Shell in Curasao and the Lago O il and Transport Company in Aruba. (As 

previously mentioned th is  tax has been "fixed " according to the number



o f barrels  shipped annually. In e a rly  1974 the Central Government 

proposed a change in the tax base which would raise the annual return  

to  the government from 12 m illio n  flo r in s  to 45 m illio n  f lo r in s . At 

the present date th is increase Is s t i l l  being "negotiated .")

Even more important to local merchants and worker-rest dents 

are the local purchases made by the re fin e rie s  and the wages paid to  

employees and contractors. Thus, in 1968 the combined (Royal Dutch/

Shell and Lago) contribution to Aruban and Curacellanean re finery  

workers and local stores was 125,000,000 NAF (Statische Jaarboek 1971).

By 1959 the Lago Oil and Transport C o .,L td ., was processing 

over 400,000 barrels of crude o il  per day (in  contrast to 110,000 

b arre ls  per day in 1930). However, the increase in company and govern­

mental p ro fits  from th is  augmented production was accompanied by a 

sharp decrease in local employment. Modernization and automation of 

the re fin ery  fa c i l i t ie s

. . . and greater e ffic ie n c y  and . . . e lim ination  of non-essential 
a c t iv i t ie s  . . . contributed to reducing the re fin e ry 's  work force 
(_fromT- 7,817 employees In 1950 ( t o /  5,134 by I960. /Sn o f f ic ia l  
In  the Department o f Economic Welfare to ld  me that Lago's to ta l 
work force In 1973 was i ,551.7  The unemployment problem, which 
had ceased to e x is t in 1928, again came to the fore in the f i f t i e s .  . . 
. . .  In 1954 there were 340 unemployed persons; in January 1956,
504 were registered; in the follow ing December th is  number had 
risen to 1,072, A fInal 1yT  reaching an apex o f over 1,350. (Hartog 
1961: 437)

The unemployment figures do not re f le c t  the to ta l reduction of the Lago 

work force because only " loca ls" are included in the fig u re . In coopera­

tio n  w ith the suggestion made in the early  1950s by the island Depart­

ment o f Economic W elfare, the Lago management f ire d  mainly the non­

nationals  (or replaced the non-Antl1 leans who held "essentia l"  jobs 

w ith  the Company w ith " lo c a l"  people). Unemployed non-nationals fo r­

fe ite d  th e ir  work permits and were quickly returned to th e ir  home islands.
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(The order o f " la y in g -o ff" —obviously a euphemism, because n e ith e r the 

Company nor the local government o ffered  the possib i1ity  o f re-employment 

to  the non-nationals, w i l l  be discussed more fu l ly  in the chapter on the 

West Indian segment.)

Nevertheless, many Arubans also lost th e ir  jobs a t the re fin e ry , 

and in response the Island Government in November 1959 made ava ilab le  

(through p e titio n  to the Netherlands government) one m illio n  guilders  

fo r  unemployment r e l ie f  work. Most of the newly unemployed Aruban men 

were given jobs in road and bridge construction.

Unemployment figures fo r 1970 were 17% fo r males and 36% fo r  

females, but these rates were s ig n if ic a n tly  reduced by 1971, when Lago 

embarked on expansion and modernization projects and began the construc­

tio n  of a hydro-desulphurization p l a n t . Although larger contracts 

were le t  to "outside" companies, sub-contracts were given to  small 

Aruban firms (some owned by former Lago employees who had acquired, a t 

much reduced p rices , some of Lago's surplus equipment a f te r  the 1952 

modernization perio d ). Jobs not only became ava ilab le  fo r  the local 

population; contractors also re -in s t itu te d  the pattern o f "importing" 

work gangs from Jamaica and Trin idad (one local contractor only hires  

Seventh Day Adventists) as w ell as from the more recently explo ited  

h in terlan d  of Colombia. In ad d itio n , Aruban manual laborers have, 

since 1971, replaced the "colored" (West Indian) workers in the hotels  

a t  the to u ris t end o f the is land, w hile Aruban women (u n t il  recently  

"forbidden" by fathers and husbands to work outside the home) have been 

replacing th e ir  black counterparts in "domestic" positions in these 

h o t e l s . 25 Increasingly,Aruban g ir ls  are replacing Dutch o ff ic e  workers, 

bank te l le r s ,  and shop-g irls .
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The Lago management asserts that the company is try ing  to "lower 

i t s  p ro f i le  on the island" and is encouraging the establishment o f island' 

owned and operated small business en terprises , through p a r t ia l subsidy 

and equipment. Nevertheless, no s ig n ific a n t Increase in local industry  

was observable in 1973. The A llie d  Chemical P lan t, b u ilt  in the 1960s 

and subsidized jo in t ly  by Lago and the Netherlands government, and en­

couraged by tax concessions from the local island government,

" .  . . flopped when the ten year tax concession expired— three quarters  

o f the p lant is not working— a fte r  they managed to do a good job of 

p o llu tin g  our waters" (personal communication—e d ito r o f local news­

paper). A few b o ttlin g  plants (franchised by Pepsl-Cola, Amstel Beer, 

e t c . ) ,  an aloin-processing p lant (owned and operated by a "Jewish- 

Amertcan" and employing only a few local pickers and processers), a 

small co ffee-roasting  fa c to ry , a c ig are tte  fac to ry , a few small ice - 

plants  and ru m -d is tlU e rle s , a l l  producing fo r  local consumption, re­

present most of the "new" local Industries .

Smuggling (perhaps the f i r s t  reciprocal trade a c t iv ity  o f the 

is land  Indians, who in the seventeenth century " . . . trade w ith the 

buccaneers when they c a ll in /under the leadership o f S ir  Henry Morgan/ 

exchanging sheep and goats fo r  lin en , thread and anything else they 

need. . . ."  /Exquemelln 1969s l*»5/)had, u n til the 1970s, been regarded 

by Arubans as a prime source of export revenue. Obviously there are 

no ava ilab le  records of p ro fits  made from smuggling; but customs o f f i ­

c ia ls  are said to have maintained an a ttitu d e  of "wowos cera y manos 

hab ri"  (closed eyes and open hands) during the comings and goings o f  

small rowboats, each equipped w ith three powerful out-board motors 

strapped side by side.
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An e d ito r  o f a local newspaper explained:

Our wholesale business was our export also. This has dropped 
enormously. Our export o f dry goods, c ig a re tte s , co ffee , llquers  
to  Colombia and Venezuela has dropped to nothing. One o f our 
la rg es t department stores in Oranjestad has had to lay o f f  60 g ir ls  
(we used to get most o f our cotton goods that way from Colombia).. . . 
Did you know Aruba used to be the biggest coffee exporter In Latin  
America? . . .  We brought In more coffee than Colombia and Venezuela 
could s e ll h e rse lf—we bagged I t  and stamped i t  and sold i t  cheaper 
than they did . . . to Nescafe fo r instance. . . . The Venezuelan 
and Colombian governments got mad. . . . Their_Coast Guards set up 
"w alls" to keep our motorboats out . . . and /w is t f u l ly /  i t ' s  a l l  
fin ished now1.

Aruba's recently acquired reputation as "the to u ris t mecca of 
•%c

the Caribbean"40 has to date conferred only lim ited  benefits  upon the 

to ta l economy— lim ite d , that is ,  because cash returns from the increased 

to u r is t  t r a f f ic  have not yet " f i l te re d "  out or down to the general pub­

l i c .  Although the Aruban menial laborers, in the past chronically  un- 

o r under-employed, have been able to  secure the hotal Jobs formerly 

held by West Indians, the minimum hourly wage that these jobs o ffe r  is 

considerably lower than the wage/benefit package secured by the In te r ­

national O il Workers Union fo r Lago employees. The domestics, formerly  

employed by exp a tria te  fa m ilie s , now receive less remuneration fo r hotel 

employment. Moreover, as exp a tria te  foremen, engineers, and managers 

are being replaced by Arubans, who are paid on a g u ild e r, rather than a 

d o lla r  basis, the demand fo r female domestics has been considerably re­

duced. Aruban construction workers receive sporadic employment as new 

hotels  are b u i l t  or enlarged, but again, these laborers are paid a t the 

minimum wage scale, whereas Lago and Its  exp atria te  contractors pay a 

higher wage to construction workers.

The groups tha t have received the most d ire c t fin a n c ia l benefit 

from the increase in tourism are the r e ta il  c lothing and jew elry merchants



(p rim a rily  Ashkenazlm) and the restaurateurs (Chinese). Cruise tours 

and hotel package tours Include one or two days o f shopping in the fre e -  

p o rt stores in Oranjestad. Whereas during the boom days of Lago, most 

o f  the merchants had operated out o f . . old-fashioned l i t t l e  shops 

and 1 tlendas"' (Hartog 1961: 438) in S t. N icholas, since the 1960s these 

same merchants have opened large modern a ir-cond itioned shops not only 

in  Oranjestad but also In the hotels and motels along the " to u r is t  

s t r ip ."  For instance, a modest jew elry shop in S t. Nicholas (which 

a lso  o ffe rs  exorb itan t c re d it financing to town workers and residents) 

presently  has three g l i t te r in g  "s is te rs "  a t the to u ris t end o f the 

is lan d . Chinese "cafes" (a euphemism fo r "crib -saloons") in S t. Nicholas 

are now the poor re la tio n s  o f the "extended fam ily" plush restaurants 

th a t cater to to u ris ts  and the w ea lth ie r businessmen.

The Department o f Economic A ffa irs  does not record in id e n ti­

f ia b le ,  separate figures the taxable income from the expanded business 

operations o f the merchant group; I t  can only be assessed by observa­

tio n  o f the expanded l i f e -s t y le  of these businessmen and th e ir  fam ilies  

( fo r  example, by noting the cars per fam ily u n it ,  the recently b u ilt  

luxury houses, club membership, e tc . ) .  The children of the Ashkenazic 

and Chinese merchants are invariab ly  sent abroad fo r th e ir  secondary 

and un ivers ity  schooling. Family holidays are spent in the United S tates, 

Europe, and South America. In general, i t  appears that large capita] 

expenditures o f the non-national merchants are e ith e r  absorbed by Invest­

ment in additional shops and restaurants, or are made outside o f Aruba.

Economic returns from tourism to the island government are not 

commensurate w ith the rapid Increase in the numbers o f to u ris ts  who v is i t  

the island each year. The ten to eleven year tax concessions to recently



b u i l t  hotels w i l l  not expire fo r another f iv e  or s ix  years. Benefits  

from to u ris t purchases o f fre e -p o rt Items do not o ffs e t the Increased 

prices of imported goods. In ad d itio n , the "average" to u ris t o f the 

1970s (who admits that the a ttra c tio n  of Aruba lie s  not so much In 

her " fin e  beaches and sunny clim ate" as In an atmosphere " free  o f 

f r ic t io n  and tension" /Hannau 1969: 6 3 /^ )  is not the a fflu e n t " fre e -  

spender" o f the 1960s. instead he is a middle-income member o f a 

"packaged-tour" group; the "package" o f a ir  fa re , food, and board has 

been paid to the agency abroad before his a rr iv a l in Aruba, and any 

e x tra  money he has to spend usually does not leave the hotel premises.

The gambling casinos o f the hotels (whose taxable income also does not 

appear in the public  records) en tice  the guests to "make back the cost 

to  them o f the package tour" (personal communication— casino employee).

The ris k  to the hotel o f the to u r is t 's  leaving before he had planned 

to  (because he has spent his vacation money) is minimized because the 

management has already been remunerated fo r its  share o f the "package."

In short, the advent o f expanded tourism, the increased p ro fits  

to  merchant groups, and the additional construction of hotels and Lago 

f a c i l i t ie s  have not s ig n if ic a n tly  a lte red  Aruba's economic underdevelop­

ment and position of dependence. "The absence o f any ongoing structura l 

transform ation in the . . . economy since the advent o f the foreign re­

fin in g  industry in the 1920s" (Department o f Economic A ffa irs  1972) has 

impeded the development o f the "non-oil sector" of the national economy.

The ra t io  o f import to export fo r  the Netherlands A n tille s  in 1971 (no 

separate figures are given fo r Aruba) was 440,000,000 NAF: 77,000,000 NAF. 

These figures do not include o i l  re fin ery  exports but do include machinery 

and transport equipment manufactured by exp atria te  concerns (32,000,000 NAF)
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so that only 45,000,900 NAF a c tu a lly  represent the to ta l local indus­

t r i a l  export o f the Netherlands A n til le s .

The heart o f the m atter . . .  is that wages in the non-oil sector 
w il l  never be able to "catch up" w ith those p reva iling  in the 
re fin in g  Industry. . . .

Even re fra in in g  from considering the monopolistic pric ing  
arrangements prevalent among the in ternational o i l  "majors", 
higher cap ita l in ten s ity  per man ( i . e . ,  a higher c a p ita l/la b o r  
ra tio ) would—by the tenets o f the marginal p roductiv ity  theory 
o f wages— procure fo r the oilw orker a re la t iv e ly  higher hourly 
remuneration than that received by tfie w aiter in a local restaurant. 
. . . Furthermore, labor costs /a r e /  generally  not the major item 
in  the to ta l costs of a re fin in g  establishment; not so fo r the 
local d rycleaner's . . . . T h ird , i t  seems that technical progress 
Is  transm itted more rap id ly  in the o i l  bus Iness_than_ in the priva te  
domestic sector o f the A n tillean  economy. . . /T h is / has helped 
ensure fo r the re fin ery  worker an e ve r-ris in g  p roductiv ity  per 
manhour pari passu w ith ris in g  oil sector wages. (Department of 
Economic A ffa irs  1972: 3)

The high per cap ita  income o f $1^00 fo r  Arubans in 1972 

($1 ,108 in 1958 and $1,008 in 1983) is claimed by the Department o f 

Economic A ffa irs  to o ffe r  an erroneous index o f the "prosperity" o f  

the average Aruban because i t  does not adequately represent the poverty 

o f  the non-oil sector o f the economy.

Although the percentage contribution to the national income 

from the o i l  industry declined from 40% In 1957 to 23% in 1967^® (and 

Lago employment dropped from 33% o f the to ta l Aruban labor force to  

only 7% in 1973), " / th e /  fa c t that the per capita  income did not decline  

proportionate ly  was mainly due to  foreign aid and to the Increasing con­

tr ib u tio n  o f the to u ris t sector to national income, v iz . ,  from k% in 

1957 to 13% In 1987" (Department o f Economic A ffa irs  1972: 7 ). The per 

c ap ita  income fig u re  thus is an a r t i f i c ia l  construct; i t  does not 

f a i r ly  ind icate  the annual wage o f the average Aruban who is not em­

ployed by the Lago Company, p a rtic u la r ly  when i t  is set against the 

cost o f liv in g  index, which showed only a 1% annual Increase from
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1963 to 1967 but Increases o f 3i% In 1970 and In 1971* Thus, the 

rea l per capita  Income is declining rather than growing.

Subsidies and grants from the Netherlands (estimated by an 

Exxon executive I interviewed to  Increase the Aruban government's 

budget by approximately 50% annually) are described by local government 

economists as " g if ts  w ith  strings" because they are o ffered  in the form 

o f  matching contributions fo r development p ro jec ts , or as loans to be 

repaid on a long-term (and high in te res t) basis.

Aruba, then, although minimally exp lo itab le  in terms of her

natura l and mineral resources, conforms to the model o f underdevelopment

and dependent neo-colonial economies. Fanon (1963: 30*0 asserts:

/When the n a tio n a lis t p a rtie s 7  are questioned on the economic 
program of the s ta te  that they are clamoring fo r ,  o r on the nature 
o f  the regime which they propose to  in s ta l l ,  they are Incapable o f 
replying, because, p rec ise ly , they are completely ignorant o f 
the economy o f th e ir  own country. (Fanon 1968: 150-51)

On the face o f i t ,  th is  statement seems rather harsh. I t  is ,  

however, p a rtic u la r ly  re levant In the case o f the recently v ictorious  

leader o f Aruba's n a tio n a lis t party . During our in terv iew , held one 

month a fte r  he was elected  to a seat In the Central Government Council,

I asked him i f  there was anything he would lik e  me to send him from New 

York. "Yes," he re p lie d , "how about a book on economics!"
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NOTES

^Several urns were discovered by a bulldozing crew during the 
winterand spring o f 1971. They were turned over to the government a fte r  
inspection by v is it in g  archaeologists. Now housed In the old disused 
Water Tower in St. N icholas, they represent the only "museum exh ib its"
I n Aruba.

2
Subsequent references to  "red slaves" as resident-workers in 

Aruba, as contrasted with "freemen" and coloureds," indicate that th is  
proviso was large ly  Ignored.

^Hartog discounts an e a rly  account that the name derives from 
"oro-hubo," Spanish fo r "there was gold once," because th is  would 
assign Spanish o rig in  to the name. He is certa in  that the name originated  
from the Carib words "ora" (s h e ll) and "oubao" (is la n d ).

^As the ag ricu ltu ra l potentia l o f Curasao was lim ited  and com­
m erc ia lly  u n p ro fitab le , the Company embarked on extensive slave pur­
chase and resale. A Governor o f Curasao, Peter Stuyvesant, was rewarded 
fo r  his successful promotion o f the island^s s lave-trad in g  industry 
by being offered the governorship o f New York.

‘’The h o s t i l i ty  of Arubans expressed toward Curace) laneans Is 
genera lly  conceded (by nationals of both islands) to have strong 
ra c ia l overtones. "Why do we have to be to ld  what to do by those 
blacks?11 Curiously, Arubans fee l "kindly" toward the Bonaire nationals , 
who are as dark-skinned as the CuraceIlaneans. Apparently Aruban 
h o s t i l i t y  toward blacks has less to do w ith skin color than w ith eco­
nomic and p o lit ic a l  f r ic t io n .

^The practice  o f granting "Concessions" continued into  the 
nineteenth century. During the re g is tra tio n  period fo r Aruba's f i r s t  
e le c tio n s , held in 1924, when "landowners" were to ld  to come fo rth  to  
re g is te r , descendants of e arly  concessionaires insisted  that they owned 
th e ir  parcels of land. The Lieutenant Governor made the decision 
(claimed to be " i l le g a l"  by the present d irec to r o f the Land O ffice) 
th a t these concessions were henceforth to be regarded as "iand-ownership."

^Population records fo r the period between 1780 and 1816 l is t  
19 Jews and 290 Protestants. The small figure  given fo r "Jews" appa­
re n tly  re fle c ts  the fac t that w ith in  a few years of th e ir  f i r s t  a rr iv a l 
the Sephardlc males had Interm arried w ith the native and Roman Catholic  
European population, and the o ffspring  of these marriages were baptized 
in  the re lig ions  o f th e ir  mothers.

The figure  o f 290 Protestants also includes those Indians who 
were baptized a fte r  the Dutch conquest.

Census figures fo r 1816 indicate that the Catholic population 
(Indians and o ffspring  of Sephardlc-Indian marriages) was 1,106.

The predominance o f Catholicism into  the present period (approx­
im ately 85% of the to ta l population) is noteworthy considering that the 
period o f Spanish occupation ended in 1634.
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o
The C iv il Registry on Aruba does not possess an apparatus to  

re g is te r  the number o f inhabitants per dwei1Ing-center but on the strength  
o f  the data ava ilab le  the population In 1953 was localized  as follows:

Oranjestad 11,670
St. Nicholas 20,664
Santa Cruz 8,977
Sabaneta 4,910
Noord 4,823
Paradera 2,500

3"The Local," a S t. Nicholas newspaper, carried  a comment from 
an "unknown observer" a fte r  the 1973 e le c tio n , that " .  . . regardless 
o f  which party you were voting fo r ,  you were sure to be voting fo r a 
Croes cousin." (Croes is the name of the leader o f the MEP: th is  same
surname appears several times on each of the other two major p arty  b a llo ts .)

*®"ln 1903 no more than 57 people voted In the e lections of the 
Council. 1905 was a vintage year; 70 people put in an appearance. A 
year afterwards J. E. Lampe was elected councilor by unanimous vote,
43. Every two years one o f the councilors resigned, but became imme­
d ia te ly  re -e lig ib le "  (Hartog 1961: 131).

^Eman's po licy  was expanded in 1971 by the Aruban Popular 
P arty  (AVP) when I t  adopted the "exc lus ion ist" d e fin itio n  o f "Arubano"— 
which referred  only to  those nationals who had been born on the Island  
p r io r  to 1930 (th a t is ,  before the onset o f large-scale Importation o f 
West Indian and other non-Antl1 lean groups).

12|n addition to periods o f drought, a series of epidemics of
scorbutic  defic iencies  and childhood diseases occurred during the f i r s t
decades o f the tw entieth century. As recently as July 1925 o f f ic ia l
reports from the Department o f Health stated that many people were
dying from lack of proper food and drinkable water. In the 1930s 
poverty was so widespread that a d a ily  d is trib u tio n  was made to the 
residents o f Savaneta and Santa Cruz (from money sent by the Netherlands 
government).

^Government revenues fo r  the year 1827 were
"Gold 9,169.50 Dutch guilders ( f lo r in s )

Import duties 88.40
Duties on c a tt le  133*33
Export duties 28.33
Anchorage 697*09
Stamp duties 637*37
Taxes on sale o f slaves 244.40
5% public auctions 50.17
2% on chatte l tran s fe r 16.52
Taxes on exports o f slaves 13.33
Sale o f government donkeys 960.00

Total 12,127.85
"(The expenses fo r the same year, however, amounted to

2 1 ,9 7 6 .8 5 .)"  (Hartog 1961: 224)
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1^1952 census: 160 registered fishermen out o f a to ta l population
o f  56,206.

'5 | have had several discussions w ith o f f ic ia ls  in the Department 
o f  Economic W elfare about the fe a s ib i l i ty  o f introducing ir r ig a tio n  to 
cunucu areas (see Evanarl's 197** a r t ic le ,  "Desert Farmers: Ancient and
Modern," which addresses the high p roductiv ity  of those desert farms 
th a t provide catchment basins fo r r a in fa ll  re te n tio n ). Aruban cunucu 
farmers during the la te  nineteenth century had access to communal tankis  
(la rg e  rectangular r a in fa ll  basins) but these were so large th at water 
evaporated too qu ickly . Also, they were so d is tan t from most o f the farms 
th a t they were v ir tu a l ly  useless.

The reactions o f the government o f f ic ia ls  were invariab ly  nega­
t iv e :  "Too expensive . . . wouldn't make that much d ifference . . .
besides, w e're not large-scale  farmers."

I^From 1840 to  1850 David Capriles (descendant o f one of the f i r s t  
Sephardlc s e tt le rs )  boughtover 7,051 ounces o f gold from local co llec to rs . 
He sold th is  gold to  Sephardlc merchants in Curasao.

)?When I questioned the President o f Lago about the p o s s ib ility  of 
reopening the phosphate mines on the southeastern t ip  of the is land , he 
explained to me th a t d e tritu s  from force-blowing the phosphate out of 
the mines might adversely a ffe c t the re fin ery  products. (Since the 
tradewinds come from the northeast i t  seems hardly l ik e ly  that the 
" d e tr itu s "  could d r i f t  anywhere but out to sea.)

1®l elaborate upon the s ig n if ic a n t d e ta ils  of the entry o f 
Standard O il o f New Jersey in to  the foreign o i l  f ie ld s  in the chapter 
on "The1 Power E l i t e ."

^H Iss  neglects to note that a l 1 o f these companies were a f f i ­
l ia te s  or subsid iaries o f the parent company, Standard O il o f New Jersey.

20l asked many Arubans and expatria tes  a t Lago about th is  deci­
s io n . The answer invariab ly  given was th at Papiamentu lacked a technical 
vocabulary. "For Instance, there is no word fo r  stain less s te e l."  When 
I suggested th a t, as Papiamentu consisted o f a composite lexicon— of 
Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, and English words— technical terms could 
have been Introduced from any o f these languages, I was offered  a q u iz z i­
cal expression or shrug.

An additional explanation fo r the decision to import workers 
was th a t the Arubans were "lacking In technical s k i l ls ,"  so that West 
Indian workers were needed to f i l l  the construction and re fin e ry  jobs.
No answer was forthcoming when I asked how and where West Indians had 
acquired these s k i l ls .

22 A comparison o f o i l  export and"other goods" exported from 1925 
to  1951 In terms o f tax returns to the Central government shows the d is ­
proportionate values:
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Year O il and O il Products Other Goods

1925 89,111,434. 217,414.
1935 271,837,545. 2,631,935.
1945 342,626,431. 2,631,935.
1948 411,692,427. 8,405,433.
1949 486,866,287. 8,809,046.
1950 608,776,899. 6 ,756,627.
1951 687,643,894. 6,221,893.

2\a g o  publicized the construction of the HDS p lant as "Lago's
contribution  to Improving the environment through the removal o f the
p o llu tin g  e ffe c ts  o f sulphur from crude o i l . "  A c tu a lly , the p ro ject 
was mandated by the Clean A ir  b i l l  enacted by Congress In 1970. Also,
the sulphur that Is extracted from the o i l  is exported a t a high p r o f it
to Exxon.

2iMn s ta ffin g  at least two occupational categories in Aruba, 
those o f manual workers and p ro s titu te s , Colombia has become a Third  
W orld's Third World.

25fhe local government has continued its  po licy  o f exp atria tin g  
non-nationals. Its  o v e r-a ll design is apparently tw o-fold: to ensure
the employment o f a i l  ava ilab le  Arubans by replacement o f non-nationals, 
and to achieve the expulsion o f non-franchised (non-1'w h ite " ). residents. 
The two aims neatly  coincide, as loss of employment fo r a non-national 
resu lts  in the n u ll if ic a t io n  o f h is /h e r work perm it and loss o f the work 
perm it is accompanied by almost immediate deportation from the island. 
Thus the slogan "Aruba fo r Arubanos" is rap id ly  being implemented by 
the local government despite the defeat (in  1971) o f the p o lit ic a l  party  
which orig inated  the slogan.

26,'Year /H o te l/  V is ito rs Cruise V is ito rs
195* 5,300 10,200
i960 13,100 16,200
1962 12,000 14,500
1964 20,000 16,300
1966 26,400 19,300
1969 52,000 27,300
1970 75,000 44,700
1971 86,000 27,474"

(Investment Information: 8)

2^Since the 1960s the an ti-w h ite  h o s t i l i ty  displayed by 
Jamaicans, V irg in  Is landers, and Trinidadians has sharply undermined 
the to u ris t industry o f these islands. The " fr ie n d ly "  and i ig h t-skinned 
Arubans, on the other hand, o ffe r  a relaxed, non-threatening background 
fo r  to u r is t enjoyment o f the " s u n -f i1 led beauty o f the Caribbean."



CHAPTER FOUR

THE ARUBANS

The stereotyp ical response of Arubans to questions about

th e ir  e thnic  or rac ia l ancestry is " In d ian , Portuguese, Spanish, and

D u tc h .W h e r e a s  the designation "Spanish" refers  to th e ir  South

American (p rim arily  Venezuelan) forebears, "Portuguese" refers to the

Sephardlc Jews who emigrated from the Iberian peninsula to escape the

Spanish In q u is itio n  (Hoetink 1972: 107). Descendants of Sephardic

emigres founded the f i r s t  European settlements in Curasao and Aruba.

The h is tory  of Jews in Latin America is the record o f two suc­
cessive and ra d ic a lly  d iffe re n t populations. The f i r s t  commu­
n ity  took form shortly  a fte r  the discovery o f the New World.
I t  always lived  under adverse conditions and d is in tegrated  long 
before the end of the colonial e ra . (Cohen 1971: XV)

2This genera lization  is not applicable to the Cura^aoan Sephardim.

The Jews who arrived  in Curasao during the 1650s became the merchants 

and financiers  and "especia lly  in the course o f the nineteenth century 

. . . developed in to  a Latin-Caribbea>i cu ltu ra l aristocracy w ith in  the 

then Dutch colonial setting" (Hoetink foreword, Karner 19^9: v ) .

In 1391 the h is to r ic a l precedent was established fo r the even­

tu a l expulsion o f the Jews from Spain:

._ . . vicious anti-Jew lsh r io ts  engulfed the e n tire  country 
/Spain  and Portuga_l7. . . The rio ts  had a l l  the trappings of spon­
ta n e ity . But like  the Russian pogroms nearly h a lf a millenium  
la t e r ,  they had been c a re fu lly  planned by the ru ling  classes of 
Spanish society. Troubled by decades of in terna l disorder and 
the mounting th reat o f revo lu tion , these classes cast about fo r  
a scapegoat to absorb the discontent o f the mob. They found th e ir
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targets In the Jewish community. The r io ts  resulted in the con­
fis c a tio n  and destruction of untold property and the death of as 
many as f i f t y  thousand Jews. (Cohen 1971: XV II)

Church polemics provided the ra tionale  fo r the in i t ia l  series o f eccle­

s ia s t ic a l persecutions: the focus o f the re lig ious attack was directed

against Jewish im plication in the death of Jesus, exacerbated by th e ir  

recusant refusal to accept Jesus as the Messiah.

Thus w hile the Spanish governments were waging th e ir  b a tt le  to 
destroy the Jews, the ecc les iastics  during the r io ts  and fo r  
decades th e re a fte r were s tr iv in g  to  draw them to the baptismal 
fo n t. (Cohen 1971: X V III)

In 1492 Their Catholic M ajesties, Ferdinand and Isa b e lla , o f­

fe red  to th e ir  Jewish nationals the a lte rn a tives  of conversion to 

C h ris tia n ity  or expulsion from Spain.

According to Jewish and Christian sources the m ajority  of the 
e x ile s ,  numbering between 100,000 and 120,000 emigrated to Portugal. 
(France refused to admit the Jews and offered  asylum only to  con- 
versos who sought admission as C h ris tian s .) The remaining e x ile s ,  
who probably numbered no more than about 50,000 sailed  . . . fo r  
North A frica  or I ta ly  and the East. . . On July 31, 1492 the la s t 
(p rac tic in g ) Jew le f t  the so il o f Spain. (Baer 1966: 439)

King Manuel undertook the protection of the newly expanded 

Portuguese Jewish community. I n i t i a l l y  unsuccessful in his e f fo r t  to 

persuade the Jews to convert, in 1497 he addressed an assemblage of the 

Lisbon community and " . . . baptized many by force and declared a l l  of 

h is  Jews to  be Christians by f ia t "  (Cohen 1971: X IX ). Many o f the Jews, 

whose conversion was based on pressure rather than conviction, continued 

to  p ractice  th e ir  tra d itio n a l r itu a ls  in secrecy. Four decades la te r  

the introduction in to  Portugal o f an In q u is ito ria l tribunal led to the 

sentencing of "conversos" as "insincere Christians and Jews a t heart" 

(Cohen 1971: XXI11). The "convicted Jews were perm itted to choose 

between expulsion or death".
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Thetr Catholic Majesties had Issued an ed ic t which prohibited  

"New C hristians" from emigrating to the Americas. Charies V la te r  re­

defined the opprobrium and lim ited  the prohib itions to recent conversos 

and convicted Judaizers (secret p roseiy tizers  o f the Law of Moses) and to 

two generations o f th e ir  descendants. A lik e  pronouncement from King 

Manuel, re s tr ic tin g  the emigration of New Christians from Portugal, 

remained in e ffe c t  In to  the sixteenth century.

In 1601, In consideration of the sum of 200,000 ducats, King 
P h ilip  V II granted the New Christians the r ig h t to emigrate fre e ly  
to  any of the colonies o f the combined Kingdoms o f Spain and 
Portugal. Though granted Irrevocab ly , the r ig h t was withdrawn 
In  1610. (Cohen 1971: XXXVII)

However, In 1629, the Court reversed its  re s tric tio n s  and again granted

permission fo r Sephardim to emigrate.

Even during the period o f to ta l re s tr ic tio n  on em igration, 

some Sephardim le f t  the peninsula. I l le g a l Jewish exoduses occurred 

during the few periods of re laxation  of customary investigations into  

the orig ins and backgrounds of Spanish and Portuguese applicants. The 

" la is s e z - fa ire "  a ttitu d e  toward Neo Christian emigration occurred, 

according to Cohen (1971), In response to the Increasing economic de­

c lin e  o f Spain, and the conviction of King P h ilip  that

. . .  i t  could be a t least p a r t ia l ly  a lle v ia te d  by an in jec tio n  of 
New C hristian enterprises in the colonies, p a rtic u la r ly  the Americas. 
The fa c t is tha t the New C hristian immigrants . . . g reatly  developed 
the industry and trade o f the New World, and soon included some of 
the w ealth iest and most important c itizen s  of both New Spain and 
Peru. (Cohen 1971: XXVI I)

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Iberian-sponsored 

courts o f in q u is itio n  were In s titu te d  in Mexico and Peru; consequently, 

the number and influence of Jewish colonists in these colonies were con­

s iderab ly  reduced. In B ra z il,  however, the absence o f an in q u is ito ria l 

tr ib u n a l, and the Dutch capture o f the Portuguese c ity  o f Recife in 1630,
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perm itted the establishment o f a powerful Jewish merchant enclave.

The Dutch tra d itio n  of re lig ious tolerance extended to the Mexican 

and Peruvian refugees. Holland Jews emigrated to the new colony to 

jo in  th e ir  "emancipated brethren." By 1645 the Jewish population o f 

Recife equalled the number o f Jews In Holland, approximately 1500.

The economic a c t iv it ie s  o f the B razilian  Jews ranged from pro­

fessionals (doctors, lawyers, a rch itec ts ) to merchants, importers, 

farm ers, and owners of sugar p lantations and re fin in g  m ills , many of 

which displayed "such un-Jewlsh names as 'Good Jesus' and 'Our Lady 

o f  the Rosary'" (Cohen 1971: L V II) .  A prominent group o f businessmen 

became bankers and middlemen to  the slave trade. "So v ita l was th is  

function o f the Jews to  the slavers that slave auctions were not held 

on the Jewish Sabbath or holy days" (Cohen 1971: L V II) .

In 1654, Dutch cap itu la tio n  o f Recife to the Portuguese led to  
the evacuation o f the town by the Dutch o f f ic ia ls  and merchants 
and by the Jewish population, who were carried  o f f  In overcrowded 
vessels to  Holland or to other Dutch possessions In the West 
Ind ies . (Geyl 196^: 7*0

Settlement o f the Dutch A n tille s  o f f ic ia l ly  began In 1659, when 

twelve Sephardlc fam ilies  arrived  from Holland w ith permission from the 

Dutch West India Company to in i t ia t e  an a g ric u ltu ra l colony on Curasao. 

Jan de Y llan was issued the f i r s t  perm it. When a g ric u ltu ra l development 

proved to be unprofitable (because o f the scanty ra in fa ll  and re la t iv e ly  

in f e r t i le  s o il) ,Y lla n  and a few associates began a trade In logwood and 

horses from Aruba and Bonaire (fo r  shipment to Holland and Venezuela)

" .  . . which they bought on c re d it from Lucas Rodenburgh, V ice -D Irecto r  

o f  Curasao" (Hartog 1961: Vol. 11: 6 0 ). In 1664, when news of the grow­

ing m ercantile p ro fits  reached Holland, fam ilies  and friends o f the newly 

arrived  s e ttle rs  l e f t  Amsterdan fo r Curasao. "Their b e tte r knowledge of
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the regional opportunities in trade and th e ir  knowledge o f the Spanish 

language, led to th e ir  control in the trade mainly d irected to the 

Spanish colonies" (Romer 1969: 24). The Holland Jews were soon joined  

by Jews from B ra z il,  I t a ly ,  Surinam, and Portugal.

Soon there were more businessmen than businesses w ith a con­
sequent sharp decline of the level o f p r o f i t .  The s itu a tio n  be­
came so c r i t ic a l ,  that in 1736 a ru le  was passed by the adminis­
tra t io n  in Holland which denied trave l permits to poor Jews, fe a r­
fu l that they might become an even greater burden once in Curacao. 
This measure managed to consolidate the Sephardic position during 
the la t te r  h a lf o f the eighteenth century, and in general, during 
these years many Sephardim started  laying the foundations o f con­
siderab le  fortunes . . .  . (Karner 1969: 29)

While the Jews of many European countries were subject to 
numerous trade re s tr ic tio n s , those o f Curasao were fnee from dis­
crim inatory laws. Like the other inhabitants /D u tch /, however, 
they could not pursue certa in  occupations, among them the slave 
tra d e , which was the exclusive monopoly o f the Company. (Emmanuel 
1970: 75)

This q u a lif ic a tio n  lasted only u n til 167*1, a t which time,unable by its  

own e ffo r ts  to achieve its  goal o f making Curasao the largest slave 

center o f the Caribbean, the Company relaxed its  re s tric tio n s  and per­

m itted  the colonists to enter the slave export trade. Since 1659 Jews 

had been perm itted to purchase slaves to work on the "show" p lantations  

th a t they had b u i l t  " . . . not so much out o f greed as . . .  to show 

the achieved status level . . .  a type o f conspicuous consumption 

seen . . .  in the greater Caribbean context, where the p lanters ' economy 

was in fu l l  prosperity" (Romer 1969: 23).

The slaves employed by Jews were generally treated  . . . 
humanely. A few were even given an education, and they rested  
completely on Saturdays and on Jewish holidays. . . .  Is i t  sur­
p ris in g  th at the slave conserved a great respect fo r th is  r e l i ­
gion whjjch gave them complete rest on a t least 64 days of the 
year? / s i c !_/ (Emmanuel 1970: 79)

Curasao, by the mid-seventeenth century, supported a growing 

population of Dutch n a tiona ls , West African slaves, and Sephardic Jews,



together w ith a much diminished indigenous population. These hetero­

geneous segments, which characterized the early  Curagaon socie ty , main­

ta ined d is tin c t s o c ia l, re lig io u s , economic, and p o lit ic a l boundaries. 

This heterogeneity, according to Karner (1969: 11), fa c il i ta te d  the 

creation  o f a powerful Sephardic enclave, occupying a niche which 

genera lly  has been denied to Jews upon th e ir  entry into  an already es­

tab lished  society.

They formed a separate enclave, and even underlined th is  
separateness by . . . geographical is o la tio n , s e tt lin g  on the
Western side o f the Is land , more s p e c if ic a lly  in the area close to
the harbor which formed a natural b a rr ie r  between them and the 
Dutch Protestants. . . . Around 1830, we find  that fo r reasons 
not obvious, res id en tia l s ites  were changed; the Jews moved to 
the Eastern sections of the c ity  and the Protestants b u ilt  th e ir  
houses on the West shore. (Hoetink 1958: 36)

The social iso la tio n  o f the Sephardim led to the development 

o f a b i la te r a l ,  extended fam ily pattern (Karner 1969: 11) which lasted  

w e ll in to  the twentieth century. Because the m arital choices, con­

s id ering  the re la t iv e ly  small number o f unrelated fam ilies  who formed

the o rig in a l Sephardic settlem ent, were obviously re s tric te d , the high

incidence of cross- and p ara lle l-co u s in  marriage ( s t i l l  a predominant 

fea tu re  o f Arubiano society) has always been ch ara c te ris tic  o f the 

Curagaoan Sephardim.

Evidence of the prevalence o f cousin marriage comes from the

dowry l is t  o f 1849-1880:3

Date Bride Bridegroom
6/69  Rachel de E lias Jesurun Henrlquez E lias de Daniel Jesurun
7/71 Rachel de Jeosuah Jesurun Jacob Cohen Henrlquez

Henriquez
1/73 Esther, s is te r  o f Rachel Mordechay Cohen Henrlquez
4/76 D e lia , " " " Aron A1veres Correa
12/80 Rebecca de Jeosuah Jesurun Isaac Cohen Henrlquez

Henriquez
12/80 Sarah de E lias Jesurun Henriquez E lias Salomo Levy Maduro

(Emnanuel 1970: 362)



The re p e titio n  of th is  pattern among the e arly  Jewish s e ttle rs  o f Aruba 

arose from a s ig n if ic a n tly  d iffe re n t set o f circumstances, to be d is­

cussed la te r .

The prevalence o f the same surnames, e .g . ,  Henriquez, Maduro, 

Jesurun, also can be connected w ith the p ractice  o f Sephardic masters 

entering  in to  ex tra -m arita l unions w ith African slaves. In most in ­

stances the fa th e r not only "recognized" the i l le g it im a te  children of 

these unions; he also gave them his surname and included them in his 

w i l l .

The Sephardic community r ig id ly  observed Mosaic law. U ntil 

the e a rly  eighteenth century, group worship was conducted in in d i­

vidual homes; in 17^3 Mikve Israe l (the oldest synagogue in the 

Americas) became host to the Sephardic community. Attendance a t a ll  

re lig io u s  services was mandatory and d is c ip lin e  was s t r ic t ly  enforced 

by the elders upon the membership.

The funeral o f a notable Cura^aoan Jew was a noteworthy event. 
I t  was attended by hundreds, regarded as an important social 
even t, talked about long afterw ard. . . . The deceased, i f  his 
home was any distance from the one cemetery, was placed in a 
c o ff in , then in a special canoe, followed by fam ilies  and notables 
in  canoes rowed_by slaves. . . . During the b u r ia l, so il Imported 
from Jerusalem/?/ was placed on the eyes. . . . Immediately a fte r  
buria l "h eb rah ^^ ritu a l foods) were sent to poor and rich a lik e — 
the f i r s t  meal consisting mainly of hardboiled eggs, eaten while  
seated on the f lo o r . . . . During the mourning week i t  was cus­
tomary fo r every Jewish member o f the community to  v is i t  the 
bereaved fam ily . (Emmanuel 1957: 73)

The "Burial Society" enforced its  rulings on rebellious or deviant

members by threats to  impose the "berakiah" (curse of excommunication).

Emmanuel (1957) notes th a t, in the absence of po lice authority  in the

Jewish community, th is  served as a tremendously powerful d isc ip lin ary

weapon; the sacraments and a re lig ious b u ria l were denied not only to
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the excommunicant but also to those members o f his fam ily who died 

during his l ife tim e .

Karner (1969) a ttr ib u te s  equal importance to the social aspects 

o f  the re lig ious observances as unifying and re in forc ing  mechanisms fo r  

the preservation of the separate character o f the Sephardic community. 

P a rtic ip a tio n  of the e n tire  Jewish community was obligatory fo r  in d iv i­

d u a l, fam ily , and communally observed r itu a ls :  absence from any cere­

mony was regarded as an a ffro n t to the community as w ell as to the 

fa m ily . Every b irthday , whether o f ch ild  or a d u lt, required personal 

recognition in the form of individual payment o f homage by every member 

o f the famiya (extended fa m ily ). On the Sabbath, the oldest male 

m arried member o f the famiya was the host a t a sumptuous luncheon, 

and on Sunday, the C hristian Sabbath, kinsmen gathered to discuss the 

business and social events o f the past week. This " .  . . inward focus­

ing made these e a rly  generations extremely conscious o f the fa m ilia l 

t ie s ,  both In longitudtnal and horizontal lines" (Karner I 969: 2 2 ).

In addition to the self-imposed res iden tia l b a rr ie rs ,

. . . re lig io n , in-group m arriage, and In-group social actions, the 
s o c ia l-c u ltu ra l aloofness o f the Sephardics was fu rth e r deepened 
by the d ifference in language between the Jews of Iberian orig ins  
and the Protestants from Holland, a d ifference which had continued 
to  e x is t since the beginning o f th e ir  co-settlem ent in Curacao.
(Karner 1969: 2k)

Although Dutch had been the o f f ic ia l  language o f Curasao from the incep­

tio n  o f settlem ent in 163**, i t  was not the preferred  language fo r the 

Sephardim. They continued to speak Spanish and Portuguese, which, to­

gether w ith th e ir  use o f Paplamentu (the creolized idiom of the A n t il le s ) ,  

fu r th e r  ensured th e ir  iso la tio n  from the Dutch community. Sephardic boys 

received th e ir  primary education in "public" (Dutch government) as well
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as parochial schools ( f i r s t  M idrasJ," then"Jesivah" academy). Even in 

the public  schools, however, separatism was maintained; the government 

schools offered a Dutch curriculum and language, and were attended by 

Protestants; o th e rs ,jo in tly  maintained by the government and the Roman 

C atholic  Church, o ffered  Portuguese, Spanish, English, and French studies. 

The la t te r  were attended by the Sephardic youths.

The ch ie f economic concerns o f the Sephardim, shipping, banking, 

law, and medicine, did not bring them into  active competition w ith the 

Dutch, who continued to control the adm in is tra tive , le g is la t iv e , a rtis a n , 

and smai1-scale merchant a c t iv it ie s .  Although some o f the w ea lth ie r Jews 

continued to bu ild  lavish p lantations into  the nineteenth century, they 

did so not fo r the purpose o f acquiring additional income from ag ricu l­

tu re  but to "advertise" th e ir  prestige and status. The often intim ate  

re la tionsh ip  between p lantation  master and slave resulted in substantial 

ben efits  to the Sephardic merchants who employed "house" s laves1in th e ir  

urban businesses. Even a fte r  slavery was abolished, the "compadrazgo" 

system continued to provide economic advantages to  the merchants, who re­

ceived, in return fo r th e ir  godparental p ro tec tion , trustworthy as w ell 

as free labor (Karner 1969: 2**).

The Sephardic segment maintained its  iso la tio n  from the Dutch 

Community in to  the twentieth century. Although by the end of the e ig h t­

eenth century the large Protestant Dutch segment had divided Into  

"Higher" and "Lower" groups, the la t te r  holding the artisan  and small 

business pos ition , the former occupying the adm in istrative and leg is ­

la t iv e  positions, th is  separation occasioned no change in P ro testant- 

Sephardic re la tio n s . The Sephardim refrained from social contact with  

both groups. The lower class Protestant males interm arried w ith South



American Immigrants and w ith former slaves, the offspring adopting the 

Roman Catholic re lig io n  o f th e ir  mothers. This group came to consti­

tu te  the "Ladtnolzed" segment which presently represents 90% of the 

to ta l  society; but, because the Jewish merchants were Involved in the 

more lu cra tive  en terp rises , the rapid ly Increasing lower segment pre­

sented no economic threat to  them. Despite the absence o f d ire c t eco­

nomic competition between the Sephardim and the Higher P rotestants, an 

ever-widening social breach separated them. Each group considered I t ­

s e l f  to be "superior" in c u ltu re , t ra d it io n , and status , so that even 

in to  the twentieth century the groups have " . . . vied fo r f i r s t  place 

In  the segmented structure  o f Curasao" (Karner 1969: 33).

By the middle o f the nineteenth century the Sephardim became 

a c tiv e ly  involved In the Colonial Council and in the L eg is la tive  Staten. 

Since then the names o f Henriquez, Jesurun, and Maduro have figured  

prominently as le g is la to rs , adm inistrators, and diplomats; Jews have 

a lso  served as Attorney General (second in rank to  the Governor General) 

and In the Consular Service— this  despite the fac t that the Sephardim 

cu rren tly  represent only 1.1 percent o f the to ta l population.

The Cura^aoan Sephardim s t i l l  maintain a dmoinant position in 

the Is land 's  society; th e ir  superordinate s o c ia l, p o l i t ic a l ,  and economic 

status there has been acknowledged by my Aruban and Cura^aoan informants 

who are also aware that the p o lit ic a l  c lout of the Sephardim is a s ig n i­

f ic a n t  fac to r to  the w elfare  o f a l l  o f the people of the Netherlands 

A n t il le s . In its  development, th is  e l i t e  segment provides a dramatic 

contrast w ith those of th e ir  kin who formed the nucleus of the f i r s t  

European settlem ent in Aruba.



73

For w hile  the Sephardim of Curasao retained th e ir  re lig ious  

Id e n tity ,a n d  remained a lo o f from social p a rtic ip a tio n  with the Protes­

ta n t Dutch colonial adm inistrators and the bourgeoisie, the circum­

stances surrounding the e a rly  settlem ent of Aruba precluded the d u p li­

cation o f th is  p lu r a lis t ic  pattern in Aruba. Notwithstanding the 

s im ila r  juxtaposition  o f Protestant Dutch, Sephardic Jew, Arawak 

Indtan, and African s lave, the f i r s t  s e ttle rs  in Aruba did not maintain 

th e ir  separate structures.

Here, the factors that were s ig n if ic a n t to the e a rly  assim ila­

tio n  of the disparate re lig io u s , c u ltu ra l, and rac ia l segments, derive  

from the d iffe re n t demographic conditions that attended the introduc­

tio n  of colonial settlem ent.

Although the island of Curasao boasted a th riv in g  and growing 

population by the end o f the eighteenth century, Its  s is te r  is land ,

Aruba, only th ir ty - f iv e  miles to  the northwest, remained v ir tu a lly  

uninhabi ted.

In 175^ representatives of the Dutch West India Company, d is­

couraged by the "burden" o f th is  non-productive is land , determined to

promote a more s e lf -s u f f ic ie n t  status fo r  Aruba. To in i t ia t e  the s e t t le ­

ment of the island by "European" co lon is ts , the Company granted a parcel 

o f  land to a Cura^aoan Sephard, Moses de Salomo Levy Maduro. The grant 

was accompanied by "conditions" which prohib ited him from owning c a t t le ,  

s e llin g  any part o f his land, and from engaging in any commercial en ter­

p r is e . The Company also sought to ensure, by demanding an oath of

fe a lty  from the grantee, absolute lo ya lty  and obedience to the Island

Commander.5
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Within a few years o f his a rr iv a l on the ts iand, Maduro realized

th a t he could not produce enough food to sustain his fam ily  o f s ix  c h II-

drean; he p etitioned  and received permission from the Company to own

and raise goats (Emmanuel 1970: 529). By 1790 several other Cura^aoan

Jews had received Company grants o f parcels o f land on Aruba. The newly

established Sephardic community included the names of the Henriquez,

Marchena, Maduro, and Curiei branches of Cura^aoan Sephardic fam ilies.**

Between 1816 and 1826 the Jewish population fluctuated  between 
nineteen and th irty -o n e  souls, as follows:

1816 19
1820 22
1822 28
1824 31
1826 31 (Emmanual 1970: 530)

Emmanuel then s ta te s , w ith no explanation, that between 1871 and 1929 

the Jewish population varied between one and f iv e .

Given Karner's assertion (1969: 14) th a t . . despite high 

In fa n t m o rta lity , the number o f o ffspring  per nuclear fam ily was very 

la rg e , an average o f 6 .2  w ith up to 8-12 c h ild re n ,"  the lack of growth 

o f  the Aruban Sephardic population is a t f i r s t  sight puzzling. However, 

Karner's explanation fo r the diminution o f the Curaijaoan Sephardic popu­

la tio n  during the nineteenth century in d ire c tly  provides the reason fo r  

the decrease o f Sephardic Id e n tity  in Aruba:

. . . due to poor business conditions, young men o f marriageable 
age were forced to  migrate from Curasao and permanently s e tt le  
abroad. There they might marry foreign women. . . . The fa c t that 
I t  was male members o f the Sephardic segment who formed p art o f the 
fo re ign  (lsate111te" communities, led to the perpetuation o f the 
Sephardic fam ily names in countries other than Curacao. Offspring  
o f  the mixed marriages which were contracted in these, p rim arily  
L a tin , countries carried  th e ir  fa th e r's  surname, thereby ensuring 
the continu ity  of a recognizable enclave. . . . Another in teresting  
development during th is  time was the fa c t tha t since a number o f 
the marriages contracted abroad were in L a tin , hence Catholic, 
countries, the children resu lting  from these unions generally were 
brought up in the mother's Catholic fa ith .  More p rec ise ly , in a
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marriage between a Sephardic male and a Catholic female, the  
o ffsp rin g , especia lly  i f  the couple was wed in church by dispen­
s a tio n , followed the re lig io n  of th e ir  mother, at the same time 
carrying the ty p ic a lly  Jewish name o f th e ir  fa th e r . (Karner 1969: 14-15) 
1 4-15)

Cura^aoan Sephardic males whose business in terests  necessitated  

prolonged absences from the island often returned to Curasao w ith Roman 

C atholic  fiancees. The Sephardic community would o f fe r  conditional ac­

ceptance to the g i r l ,  demanding re lig ious  study and conversion to 

Judaism p r io r  to  her incorporation into  the famiya bosom. Because the 

Roman Catholic church In Curasao refused to perform a marriage oeremony 

between a Sephard and a C atholic , the g ir l  had no a lte rn a tiv e  but to  

embrace the Jewish fa ith .

The s itu a tio n  in Aruba, however, was d if fe re n t . Here, the 

Sephardic immigrants did not estab lish  a re lig ious community. For many 

years the bodies of Jews who died on the island were shipped back to 

Curasao fo r b u r ia l. Marriages between Sephardic males and Roman 

Catho1ic(prim ari ly Indian) females could only be performed by " . . . re­

lu c tan t v is it in g  p ries ts" (Hartog 1961: 116). I f  no C atholic p rie s t was 

on the is land , a Dutch Protestant m in ister there might perform the mar­

riage ceremony; in many instances the unions were never "solemnized."

The issue o f these unions, however, were recognized by the Roman Catholic  

church; and v is it in g  p ries ts  baptized the children w ith the name of the 

fa th e r . Ihus, because i t  was rare fo r  an emigrating Sephard to bring a 

bride w ith  him, or to return to Curasao fo r a w ife  ( l ik e ly  to be a cross 

o r p a ra lle l cousin) , w ith in  one or two generations the same surnames of 

Maduro, Henriquez, and Curiel represented a predominantly Roman Catholic  

population o f Iberian , South American, Indian, and African admixture.
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My Ashkenazlc (Eastern European Jews) Informants o ffered  an 

ad d itio n al explanation fo r the rapid tra n s itio n  from Cura^aoan Sephard 

to  Aruban Roman Catholic:

The Sephardic men who le f t  Curasao fo r Aruba were surely not 
the f i r s t  sons o f the fam ily , so they w eren 't e n t it le d , according 
to  Mosaic laws of primogeniture, to become the ch ie f inherito rs  
o f the fa th e r 's  es ta te . So, because these 'second sons' had no 
stake in the fam ily 's  fortunes they would be more inclined to fio u t  
the re lig ious  and social tra d itio n s  of th e ir  re la tiv es  in Curacao.
. . . And besides, they /th e  Aruban Sephardim7 were probably a ll  
i l le g it im a te  anyhow . . . you should pardon me, bastards!

W ithin two generations of the f i r s t  settlem ent, the "founding 

fa m ilie s "  also Included some Protestant Dutch admixture. For although 

during the e a rly  days o f "white" settlem ent in Aruba, the Dutch West 

In d ia  Company re s tric te d  land grant licenses to the aforementioned 

Cura^aoan Sephardic "farm ers," some Dutch settlem ent also transpired. 

This occurred because of the option taken by many of the Company Com­

manders

. . .  to stay on in Aruba (engaged in trade rather than farming) 
a f te r  th e ir  term of o ff ic e . Through th is  they do not only become 
progenitors o f (some) of the oldest Aruban fa m ilie s , but th e ir  
c h ild re n , born and bred here, autom atically become the persons 
marked out fo r  Aruba's highest o ff ic e . Thus arise  the well-known 
commander's fa m ilie s , who often were in te rre la te d . (Hartog 1961: 72)

By the end o f the eighteenth century, interm arriage was common­

p lace— between Dutch, Sephardim, Indian, and A frican . Although the 

Arubianos assert tha t th e ir  "white" ancestry sets them apart from the 

predominantly black Cura^aoan population, nevertheless

. . . at a l l  periods the mixture o f the various ra c ia l elements 
on Aruba went on. Of the whites a rr iv in g  here only a few blended 
a t  f i r s t  w ith the native  Indian population. In the long run, how­
e v e r, even the most prominent fa m ilie s , but fo r a very few excep­
tio n s , absorbed Indian blood. . . .  In 1806 (from the records of 
Commander Van den Broek) of the to ta l population . . . of 1,5^6 . . . 
there  are 256 heads of fam ilies  on Aruba, namely 60 w hites, 141 
Ind ians, 10 mulattos, 35 ( l ig h te r  skinned admixtures) and 7 negro- 
fam ily  heads. . . .
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Owing to th is  continuing process pure descendants o f whites 
were soon to disappear a ltogether, in (868 th e ir  number . . . 
amounted to no more than one and one h a lf  percent o f the popula­
t io n . The "lower classes" blended a t a fa r  greater ra te . (Hartog 
1961: 111)

Thus, w ith in  two generations (or approximately f i f t y  years) o f 

i n i t i a l  settlem ent, the Arublano segment was formed. Despite Hartog's 

reference to "tower classes," the small and Intermixed population of 

the la te  eighteenth to  the mid-nineteenth centuries can hardly be c la s s i­

f ie d  as r ig id ly  s t r a t i f ie d .  Access to  economic, s o c ia l, or p o lit ic a l  

positions o f importance in th is  minimally exp lo ited  colonial society  

was so lim ited  that a s t r a t i f ie d  class s tru c tu re , except fo r  the sepa­

ra te  status of the Commander's fam ily , seems u n like ly .

S im ila rly  to the Cura^aoan Sephardic preference fo r cousin mar­

r ia g e , th is  pattern has continued fo r the o ffspring  of the Arublanos.

A young Arubiano man to ld  me:

I t 's  not fo r re lig io u s  reasons since most o f the island is Roman 
C atho lic  anyway. I t 's  probably because we see each other a l l  the 
time w hile we're growing up. I t 's  sort o f expected that whoever 
we date, when we're ready to marry I t ' l l  be one of our cousins.

This endogamous pattern fo r the nineteenth century, however, 

derived more from the ecological lim its  o f the desert is land , than from 

ind iv idua l or fam ily preference. U n til cattle -b reed in g , aloe produc­

t io n ,  and gold-mining became p ro fita b le  inducements fo r fu rth e r immigra­

t io n ,  the Is land 's  resources could barely support the small group of 

s e tt le rs  o f the mid-eighteenth century. The m arita l choices of th e ir  

descendants, there fo re , were lim ited  to the cousins who bore the pre­

v iously  mentioned surnames.

When, during the middle o f the nineteenth century, the few natu­

ra l and mineral resources that could be explo ited  fo r p ro f it  a ttracted
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the a tten tio n  of merchants In Holland and underemployed workers In 

southern European and northern South America, small numbers o f Immi­

grants came to liv e  and work In Aruba; they generally se ttled  near 

the mining towns o r the processing p lants . U n til the entry of o il  

re fin in g  operations plunged the island in to  "In s tan t in d u s tr ia liz a ­

t io n ,"  these two groups, the "white" descendants o f the "founding 

fa m ilie s "  (Arubiano)and the nineteenth century Immigrants (Arubano— 

many of whom interm arried with the " low er-c lass ," predominantly 

In d ian , b lack, and mulatto o ffspring  of the f i r s t  s e ttle rs ) constituted  

the "native population" referred  to throughout th is  study as Aruban.

Green (1 9 6 9 ),in her study of the voluntary associations in

Aruba, comments on the s lig h t differences between these e a rly  groups:

/There are7  . . . several "shades", i f  not ac tu a lly  v a r ie t ie s ,  
of " re a l"  Aruban cu lture: (1) tha t o f the "Top Ten" i . e . ,  the 
o ld  wealthy /n o t n e c e s s a rily / fam ilies  w ith th e ir  connections 
w ith Holland, Curacao and mainland South America; (2) that of . . . 
Oranjestad, or th e ’" c ity "  dwellers generally; (3) that of 
Savaneta which was formerly the island cap ita l where the European 
s e tt le d . As a re s u lt, the preponderance o f European genes shows 
U£ very c le a rly  in th is  area, and other Arubans accuse . . .
/th em / o f having a superior a ttitu d e ; (4) that o f Santa Cruz and 
i t s  environs, an area rich in aboriginal fin d s , which is considered 
one of the strongholds of the conservative " re a l"  Aruban. Here 
one finds European, M estizo, as w ell as a large number o f Indian 
phenotypes. . . . E a r lie r  there were vocabulary varia tions as 
w ell as s lig h t differences in dress and customs between some of 
the island communities. . . . When the Santa Cruz g ir ls  were 
wearing elbow length sleeves, the Savaneta g ir ls  were wearing 
short sleeves. In the more iso lated  areas there weru even strong 
fee lin g s  against outsiders, not necessarily non-Arubans, p articu ­
la r ly  against those p o ten tia l suitors o f the lo c a lity . (Green 
1969: 68)

I asked several doctors (the Surinamer town doctors, the Dutch 

doctors a t the Lago c l in ic ,  and the Dutch government p sych ia tris t) 

whether they had observed any deleterious consequences o f over two cen­

tu r ie s  of Aruban interbreeding. They generally agreed (although never 

acknowledging awareness o f the Arubiano/Arubano d is tin c tio n ) tha t the
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"n a tiv e"  population supports a high incidence o f diabetes, club fo o t, 

obstructive  eye f la p , and a marked "emotional dependence" fo r the ado­

lescent and adult men (on th e ir  mothers and, la te r ,  on th e ir  w ives).

Informants' descriptions of the " id e a l"  Arublano phenotype 

include: " l ig h t  to white" skin , sparse fre c k le s , hazel eyes, l ig h t

brown to auburn h a ir , pronounced cheekbones, small boned frame, medium 

h e ig h t.^  As most o f the Arubans are medium-brown skinned, dark eyed, 

and dark haired, i t  appears that the m ajority  o f Arubans f a l l  in to  the 

Arubano category.

The Aruban personality  Is characterized by outside observers as 

shy, re t ir in g , passive, dependent, fr ie n d ly , and gentle . They tend to 

be

. . . fam ily oriented . . .  in fa c t fam ily dependent . . . The 
Aruban customs are an in teresting  blend o f Dutch, American and 
Latin patterns. The modified machismo complex seems to e x is t;  
males must be "potente", and men are frequently  found out 
carousing together. The Arubans are generally q u ie t, peaceful 
people; However, under the influence o f a lcohol, many become 
v io le n t and during these occasions begin fig h ts  and arguments 
even w ith th e ir  best friends. . . .

Another o f th e ir  more Latin t r a i ts  is the close chaperoning 
o f women. Even now In the more conservative sections of the is ­
land, parents accompany th e ir  daughters to the various dances. . . . 
/Women/ once m arried, were to devote th e ir  a tten tion  to home and 
the fam ily which was tra d it io n a lly  large; the rearing o f a large  
number of children attested  to  her value and the potency of the 
husband. The la t te r ,  however, was able to go out whenever he 
pleased, incurring community displeasure only i f  he fa ile d  to take 
adequate fin a n c ia l care o f his home and fam ily .

One of the d e fin ite ly  non-Latin t ra its  . . .  is that men help 
w ith  certa in  household chores . . . and they frequently serve 
th e ir  guests a t p a rties . Another is the apparent absence of any 
shame over the exposure o f the body. Men of a ll  classes may work 
around th e ir  homes in shorts without . . . fee lin g  the need to put 
on a s h irt In fron t o f th e ir  immediate friends and neighbors.
Women sweep o ff  porches and yards in th e ir  shorty nightgowns.
(Green 1969: 72-73)

Generally, the Arubanos constitu te  the lower-class workers and

m iddle-class bourgeoisie. Although most o f the Arublanos are also in
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the lower to  middle economic leve ls , a few "extended fam ilies" hold

the dominant "status" positions In the "autonomous" government o ff ic e s ,

in  banking and commercial en terprises,w ith  branches in Curasao and

Venezuela. As a group then the Arublanos do not occupy the highest rung

o f the economic h ierarchy; they are, however, (regardless of economic
q

status) the social and p o lit ic a l  e l i t e .

The twentieth century tra n s itio n  from cunucu subsistence farm­

ing to urban employment has not, to date, eradicated the rural l i f e ­

s ty le  fo r  many Arubiano and Arubano fam ilies . Their a c t iv it ie s  outside 

working hours s t i l l  tend to center around the fam ily and close friends. 

S o c ia liz in g  w ith non-Arubans is s t i l l  minimal, except fo r Friday and 

Saturday n ight "drinking w ith friends"— an accepted euphemism for 

weekly v is its  of the men to the crib  saloons of St. Nicholas.

Adolescent Aruban females have recently broken w ith the protec­

t iv e  tra d itio n  which precluded th e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  in secondary 

schooling and urban employment. Although many fam ilies  s ta te  that 

th e ir  daughters' fin a n c ia l contributions are essential to the house­

hold budget, parents express w is tfu l resignation and sadness about 

th e ir  unmarried daughters' " lib era te d "  status. Young males, on the 

other hand, who (according to Green 1969: 72) were tra d it io n a lly  expected 

to  be "w ild" and were a t the age o f 13 or 14 introduced to the "machismo" 

p attern  o f excessive drinking o f rum and whiskey and to  "womanizing," 

have experienced minima] a lte ra tio n s  in a ttitu d es  and behavior. Reports 

from the p s yc h ia tris t and from island doctors indicate th a t the inord i­

n a te ly  high rate o f alcoholism fo r the native  population is not declin ing. 

"Crimes of violence" are said to h e"d irec tly  re lated  to  alcoholism which



"releases the In h ib itio n s  o f these o rd in a rily  gentle and passive men" 

(Government p sych ia tris t: 1973).

Within the past two years the in terests  of the lower- and 

m iddle-class Arubano and Arublano people have merged s u ff ic ie n t ly  to 

encourage them to act in unison in the Central Government e lections of 

1973. Except fo r the small group o f wealthy and in flu e n tia l Arublanos 

who generally reside w ith in  the d is t r ic t  o f Oranjestad, the great 

m ajo rity  of Arubans switched th e ir  a llegiance from the "establtshment"- 

orlen ted  Aruban P atrio ts  Party (PPA) to  the n a tio n a lis t ic  People's Move­

ment fo r Separation (MEP) party . The candidate who received the largest 

popular vote Is a phenotypically " id ea l"  Arublano, B ettico Croes. His 

departure from the status quo philosophy of the PPA, w hile i t  a lienated  

the £ l i t e  group who are very much tied  to  the banking, commercial, and 

p o li t ic a l  in terests  o f the Central Government in Curasao, nevertheless 

a ttra c te d  an overwhelming number o f the lower and middle-upper classes 

who increasingly resent th e ir  dependence on "outside" in te res ts , The 

MEP c a ll fo r  "Status Aparte" had the overt function o f appealing to  the 

national resentment against the "blacks in Curacao who are exp lo itin g  the 

people o f th is  is lan d ."  The covert, and probably more em otionally s a tis ­

fying,appeal was d irected against the economic competitors (West Indians) 

and the "fore ign" merchants. Excerpts from the d is t r ic t  results  o f the 

summer e lections reveal the voting patterns of national d is t r ic t  residents.

1971
PPA ' MEP PPA

1973
MEP

Oranjestad 2,431 1,276 2,769 3,077
Noord 724 998 595 1,825
Santa Cruz 737 989 546 1,576
Savaneta 601 429 1,033 1,033
S t. Nicholas 3,075 750 3,251 1,462

(The Local, <August 9 ,



Oranjestad: predominantly e l i t e  Arublano (upper-middle and upper
class)
European (Dutch and Ashkenazlc fam ilies ) 
mlddle-and lower-class Arubano

Noord: predominantly Arubano and rura l Arublano—mostly
rural but some workers commute to Lago and to town jobs

Santa Cruz: almost e n tire ly  Arubano and Arublano cunucu dw ellers,
many o f whom also are employed In St. Nicholas and by 
Lago

Savaneta: formerly Arubano, but since the las t decade also the
residence fo r many West Indian lower-middle-class  
fam ilies  and Chtnese merchant fam ilies

St. Nicholas: area o f largest "imported" population of West Indians, 
Colombians, and Venezuelans

A comparison of the voting patterns of 1971 and 1973 provides the 

c le a res t evidence that the support fo r Status Aparte came from the tower- 

and middle-class Aruban d is tr ic ts . For the S t. Nicholas residents, recog­

n it io n  that the MEP slogan covertly  included h o s tile  Intentions toward 

a l l  non-nationals persuaded the large m ajority  o f "foreigners" to vote 

fo r  the party that held a status quo p latform . Apparently, then, what­

ever social d is tin c tio n s  once separated the m ajority  o f Arubianos from 

the Arubanos are submerged in the mutually n a tio n a lis t ic  sentiments of 

the "native" society . An MEP party o f f ic ia l  to ld  me, " I t  is now us 

/ Arublano and ArubanoZ  against them /West Indians, Jews, and Chinese 

and th e ir  children (dl Aruba) / , "

The s p ec ific  factors that are re levan t to the present antagonism 

Arubans express toward the non-national groups w il l  be addressed in the 

ensuing chapters. Each segment w i l l  be discussed in its  h is to r ic a l con­

te x t  and in the p a r t ic u la r is t ic  and in s titu tio n a l re lationships of the 

group v is -a -v is  the national segment.
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NOTES

'.During my three periods of fie ldw ork in ves tig a tio n , I have met, 
v is ite d , and questioned over one hundred Arubans. Not one person acknowl­
edged the presence o f "black1'1 ancestors when recounting the "In d ian ,
Dutch, Spanish, and Portuguese" ancestral backgrounds of the f i r s t  s e tt le rs .

^Hebrew term meaning "o f Spain, a f te r  Sefarad . . . formerly 
believed to have been s ituated  on the Iberian peninsula" (Hartog 1961:
1023).

3
The Cohen and Levy prefixed  surnames were "res to ra tio n s ,"  resumed 

by the Sephardim a f te r  th e ir  settlem ent in the Americas.

**"The Jesurun fam ily , fo r  example, represented Great B rita in  as 
consuls from 1857 to 1920, the consulship passing from fa th e r to son.
The Maduro fam ily has represented the RepubHc of France fo r  much o f the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. . . . /A t p re se n t/ of the 32 coun­
t r ie s  now having consulates in Curacao, 19 are represented by Curacaoan 
Jews" (Emmanuel 1970: 488).

•’The d e ta ils  of the oath demanded by the Dutch West India  
Company appear on page 33.

^These surnames are retained by over two hundred fam ilies  in 
Aruba. On the basis of census estimates of an average of s ix  members 
per fam ily , these four surnames alone represent over twelve hundred 
o f Aruba's th ir ty  thousand "native  Arubans."

?Most Aruban adult males are heavily-jow ied  and paunchy. They 
profess a d is t in c t preference fo r so lid  fleshiness fo r  th e ir  mates 
("something to hold on to " ) . The typ ica l response to questions about 
th e ir  (ex tra -m arita l "g ir lfr ie n d s "  was, "Oh, th a t's  d iffe re n t . . . 
she must be s lim , s tra ig h t , g race fu l, and beautifu l . . . you know our 
Aruban g ir ls .  . . ."  This was invariab ly  accompanied by e x p l ic it ly  
expressive gestures. (By g racefu l, Arubans re fe r to  the unusual and 
a ttra c t iv e  walk o f the Aruban female—which involves a gentle rocking 
o f the p e lv ic  g ird le , in contrast to the fa m ilia r  side to side hip 
movement.)

O

I believe th is  to be a re la t iv e ly  recent development. In the 
chapter on the Power E lite  I w i l l  discuss the influence of Lago practices  
on Aruban fam ily re la tionsh ips.

-*By p o l i t ic a l ,  I re fe r to the Arublano dominance in the local 
government structures. Since the "white" Dutch have given over (along 
w ith  the granting of autonomy in 1952) th e ir  government positions to  the 
Arubianos,most o f the island residents concede hegemonic status to the 
Arublano government o f f ic ia ls .  However, as these o f f ic ia ls  are thus fa r  
powerless to  in i t ia t e  s ig n if ic a n t po licy  decisions and s tra teg ie s , my more 
sophisticated informants agree w ith me that the Lago executives, the policy  
makers who, in e f fe c t ,  determine the destin ies o f the resident population, 
are the true p o lit lc a l  (more s p e c if ic a lly  power) 6 l i t e .



CHAPTER FIVE

THE ASHKENAZIM

H is to rica l Background

Three branches of European Jewry, d iffe r in g  from one another In 
language, r i t u a l ,  and many other_aspects of c u ltu re , have co n tri­
buted to the Jewish population [ o f  the New W orld/. The e a r lie s t  . . .
Is  the Iberian branch, known as the Sephardim. . . . The others are 
from Germany and Eastern Europe (Ashkenazlm). . . .

I t  Is thought that the Jews gain th e ir  unity from the Jewish 
re lig io n , and the associated culture t r a i t s ,  such as food laws, r ite s  
o f passage, holidays, and the e th ica l values of Judaism. But through­
out th e ir  long h istory the Jews have undergone a considerable amount 
o f cu ltu ra l d if fe re n tia t io n . Despite the continu ity  of a core of 
scrip tu ra l b e lie fs  and a ttitu d e s , Jewish values and patterns of 
behavior have always been subject to the influences of the d iffe re n t  
and sometimes sharply contrasting social m ilieu  in which they have 
s e ttle d . (Wagley and H arris  1958: 20A, 206)

The shibboleth o f "Jewish unity" is ch im erical, or a t least ob- 

fuscatory , I f  we employ Webster's d e fin itio n  of un ity  as "the cohesive 

oneness of a complex or organic whole." A s ig n if ic a n t body o f Jewish 

fo lk  l ite ra tu re  (see, fo r example, Sholom Aleichem 1912, Helene Frank 

1912) includes acerbating c a v ils , i f  not reduction ist r id ic u le , directed  

against the "other" branches of Jewry, and s im ila r (a lb e it  tempered) 

c r it ic is m  of the c r i t ic s 1 own groups.

Drawing upon my 1969 to  197** data on the Ashkenazic segment o f 

Aruban socie ty , I suggest that Jewish "un ity" there is a temporary response 

to  external politico-econom ic pressures. I o f fe r ,  as supportive evidence, 

my observations o f the responses o f Jewish groups to s p ec ific  s o c ia l, 

economic, and p o lit ic a l events in the Netherlands A n tille s . I propose
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th a t the u n ified  response is a contingently adaptive, p rotective  

mechanism and that a lternations of re laxation and re in s titu tio n  of 

e th n ic  boundaries coincide with the fluctuations of p o lit ic a l  policy  

in  the society at large.

A b r ie f  synopsis of European Jewish p o lit ic a l and socio-economic 

h is to ry  provides the explanatory precedents fo r the in te r -  and in tra ­

group relationships o f the contemporary Ashkenazic segment in Aruba.

The follow ing quotations from my Ashkenazlc informants w il l  subse­

quently  be elaborated in the context o f th e ir  relevance to  group 

boundary maintenance. I c ite  them here to  i l lu s tr a te  the a ttitu d es  

o f these Ashkenazim toward fe llow  Jews.

In response to  my question about the omission of any census

reference to Sephardic Jews, I received the follow ing response:

Maybe there /C uracao/ but not here. . . Here there are no Jews
but us /From Russfa7Poland and Germany/. I f  they ever were Jews 
they forgot . . . and what kind of Jews anyway? Sephardim a re n 't  
real Jews, they 're  O rientals!

In explanation of the re in s titu tio n  o f Ashkenazlc s o lid a r ity

in  response to the 1969 Curasao r io ts :

We agreed tha t there was nothing to  be gained from "leaking" our 
worries to the outsiders. You know we never re a lly  got along 
before . . . not even among ourselves. . . .  I t  had to take some­
thing lik e  th is  to  stop the in -fig h tin g !

Western European Jews

According to Wagley and Harris (1958):

The Jews from Germany came from ghettos. The European ghetto 
was at f i r s t  a voluntary corporate c lty -w lth ln -a -c !ty  designed to 
p ro tec t Jews, and was established at th e ir  own behest. Gradually, 
however, i t  assumed the character o f an instrument o f oppression. 
(Wagley and Harris 1958: 205)
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Lowenthal (1939) In jec ts  an "Inside" view of Jewish feelings about the 

"voluntary" nature o f the ghetto establishment:

I t  is tru e , the ancient and early-m edieval Jew elected to l iv e ,  
lik e  other d is tin c t rac ia l and economic classes, in a quarter o f 

h is  own. . . . The social requirements of Judaism— the d a ily  use of 
the synagogue, the need fo r  a special bakery, slaughter-house, bath, 
court o f ju s tic e , and cemetery— rendered i t  almost in e v ita b le . . . . 
I t  is likew ise true that the segregated Jewry w ith its  gates and 

p o lice  and massed population served as a p ro tective  device, a de­
fense against the outer enemy and a preservative o f the inner l i f e .  
But ne ither a romance nor u t i l i t y  can o b lite ra te  the d ifference  
between a Jewry and a ghetto— a home and a prison. . . .  I t  was the 
compulsion which stung, and which turned the Jewry lane in to  what 
the Church meant i t  to be, a hab itation  o f c ru e lty , whose doors 
closed^on houses of darkness. . . .

/During the 14th centur^7 the f i r s t  compulsory ghetto was 
decreed by the Synod o f Breslaw "to  prevent the Christians from 
fa l l in g  under the influence o f Judaism." (Lowenthal 1939: 93)

W irth 's  observation, "The ghetto is not only a physical fa c t,  

i t  is also a s ta te  o f mind"(W!rth 1928:8), is p a rtic u la r ly  relevant to  

the responses of the Ashkenazim in Aruba to  outside pressures.

In eighteenth century Germany the tra n s itio n  from "protectlve" 

to  "oppressive" ghetto confinement occurred in d ire c t response to  

Christian usurpation of the Jewish merchant and c ra ft  guilds. A 1781 

monograph describes m id-eighteenth-century government policy w ith re­

gard to  Jewish p a rtic ip a tio n  in the economy:

A g ricu ltu re , our ch ief occupation, is forbidden to them. Every 
c ra f t  and trades guild  would fee l i t s e l f  dishonored i f  i t  admitted 
a clrcumscised worker to its  ranks. The few ava ilab le  professions 
are  surveying, natural science, and medicine— and these only to men 
o f  exceptional ta le n t under the favor o f an exceptional prince. 
Nothing, consequently, is le f t  to  th is  unfortunate people but com­
merce. Yet in commerce i t s e l f  they are handicapped by s tringen t 
re s tr ic tio n s  and onerous taxes, so that none but a lucky few can 
r is e  to become wholesalers. For the most part they remain tie d  to  
peddling and petty  trade, and even then under trammels and prohi­
b itio n s  which allow them but the barest live lih o o d . The p ro fits  
are so meager they a ttra c t only the poor wretch who must choose 
misery or death. (Dohm 1781, quoted in Lowenthal 1939: 210)



Wagley and Harris (1958) s ta te  that a f te r  the replacement of 

Jews by Christians In the merchant and c ra ft  g u ild s , "Jews were confined 

by law to a narrowing sphere o f occupations such as usury, pawnbroking, 

and the sale o f secondhand goods. The became in e ffe c t  a guild  o f money­

lenders" (Wagley and Harris 1958: 205, emphasis added). The might b e tte r  

have said remained, as Jewish p a rtic ip a tio n  in money-lending a c t iv it ie s  

was hardly a new occupation fo r them. By the end of the eleventh century 

increased European Involvement In m e rca n tilis t commerce stim ulated a 

p ro life ra t in g  demand fo r liq u id  c a p ita l. Canon law, which forbade Chris­

tian s  from exacting in te res t from c o -re lig io n is ts  (Talmudic law includes 

s im ila r  p ro scrip tio n s ), promoted Jewish dominance as money-lenders to 

C hris tian  merchants.

The statement that " .  . . many Jews, despite pre jud ice, d is c r i­

m ination, and segregation, rose to positions o f great wealth" (Wagley 

and Harris 1958: 205, emphasis added) by mid-eighteenth century is contra 

d ieted  by Marcus' (193*0 evaluation o f Jewish economic p a rtic ip a tio n  in 

Germany. The 1815 occupational breakdown of the Jewish enclave (which 

comprised no more than 1.20% o f the to ta l German population) shows:

Bankers, manufacturers and
large scale traders 2.0%

Medium traders 8.
Petty traders *»0
Peddlers 20 (Marcus vi93**: 106)

In to  the middle o f the nineteenth century, and except fo r b r ie f

pertods of re laxation  by German governments of occupational re s tric tio n s

( in  response to the " lib e ra l"  v ibrations from Napoleonic Western Europe,

and during the f i r s t  decades of the build ing of the Second Reich),

On the whole they were barred— in progressive degree as time and 
anti-Sem itlsm  went on— from a l l  government and a ll ie d  services; and 
they were shut out, likew ise in progressive measure as monopoly and 
sta te  capita lism  developed, from big business and key industries.
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By and large , they were barred by th e ir  own background— tra in in g , 
In te re s ts , and connections— from f ie ld ,  fo re s t, and mine; from 
common labor In Industry and, though to  a lesser exten t, from 
s k ille d  labor In most c ra fts .

As a re s u lt, they c h ie fly  engaged in commerce and p riva te  bank­
in g , as owners and employees; in comparatively small manufactures 
and independent c r a f t ,  p a rtic u la r ly  in the te x t i le  and garment 
industry; and, fo r th e ir  in te lle c tu a ls , In the "free" arts  and pro­
fessions such as l i te ra tu re ,  drama, journalism , music, beaux a r ts , 
pure science, medicine and law—everywhere that individual merits 
or cap ita l could provide a career. (Lowenthal 1939: 271)

In 1871 the German Jews were " le g a lly "  emancipated. With u n if i ­

cation of the several states in to  the German Confederation (the "second" 

R eich ), W!1liam I and Bismarck signed an e d ic t wherein " . . . A ll h ith e r­

to  ex is tin g  re s tric tio n s  of c iv i l  and p o lit ic a l  rig h ts , based on re lig ious  

d iffe re n ce s , are hereby abolished" (Lowenthal 1939: 262). The formal 

a b o lit io n  o f the ghetto and the granting o f the rights o f c itizen sh ip  did 

n o t, however, insure "equal s ta tu s ."

In 1873, p a rtly  as a resu lt o f . . . speculation and p a rtly  in 
consequence o f a w o rld -c ris ts , the Great Panic ruined not only the 
speculators but a large portion o f the population. ± L  was Germany's 
f i r s t  taste o f modern capita lism  on a decent scale. 1 1 !

The Jews were immediately accused o f the d isaster. As the 
depression continued, a flood o f books, pamphlets, and newspaper 
a r t ic le s  made Increasingly c lear that the Jews were considered a 
race and damned as such. Passing from l ite ra tu re  to p o lit ic s ,  the 
movement created an an ti-S em itic  party; and passing from p o lit ic s  
to  ac tio n , i t  culminated in boycotts, r io ts ,  and looting in 1881. 
(Lowenthal 1939: 265)

Encouraged by the promises i f  not by the re a lity  o f th e ir  "eman­

c ip a tio n ,"  many o f the more acciilturated and secular German Jews severed 

th e ir  remaining tie s  w ith the Orthodox tra d itio n  by Intermarrying w ith  

German nationals .

Between 1906 and 1930 /In te rm a rr ia g e / amounted to 27% of a ll  
marriages in which Jews were concerned; and mixed marriages generally  
resulted  in 80% o f the o ffspring  being los t to Jewry. I t  would appear 
tha t i f  the Nazis had waited a b i t ,  there would have been no "pure" 
Jews to  torment them. (Lowenthan 1939: 270)
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Led by Abraham Geiger, a group o f radical in te lle c tu a ls  formed

a s p lin te r  "L ib era l"  sect (the forerunner o f the American Reform sect)

which "emphasized the prophetic and u n iv e rs a lis tic , rather than the

s e p a ra tis t lc  phase o f Jewish L ife "  (Marcus 1934: 198). A second fa c tio n ,

under the leadership o f Zecharlas Frankel, who f e l t  that " . . . the

L ib era ls  had gone too fa r"  (Lowenthal 1939: 198), but that tra d itio n a l

Orthodoxy was too r ig id  to be relevant to the newly "enlightened"

German environment, formed the Conservative sect.

The extremely orthodox Jews (whose leader was Samuel Raphael Hlrsch) 
did not wish to  be a f f i l ia t e d  w ith the L iberals and Conservatives. 
They f e l t  no community o f re lig ious in te res t w ith any Jews who were 
not thoroughly Orthodox, and, as an act o f se lf-p res e rva tio n , they 
appealed to  the s ta te  to permit them to secede from the Gemelnde 
(Jewish Community).

In 1878 they created th e ir  own Secessionist Community. . . . 
Their secession was a blow to the concept of unity  upon which 
German Jews had la id  so much emphasis. (Marcus 1934: 197)

The lnter-group antagonisms provoked by the fiss ion  into  three  

d is t in c t  re lig ious units remain an exacerbant to the sporadic attempts
O

to  " re -u n ify "  world Jewry. Indeed, viewed h is to r ic a l ly ,  the sole 

united stand o f the three sects o f German Jewry was expressed in th e ir  

resentment o f the Eastern European Jews.

Even since the Cossack massacres o f 1648 /P o lish  and Russian/ 
Eastern Jews have d r ifte d  in to  Germany. . . . The German s ta te  has 
always objected to these immigrants because they were poor and un­
couth. This prejudice is . . . shared by the German Jews themselves 
who use the term Ostjude (Eastern Jew) as one o f reproach. (Marcus 
1934: 200)

While the Liberal and Conservative German Jews eagerly welcomed 

the government's o ffe r  o f secular education fo r Jewish ch ild ren , the 

Orthodox Jews resisted accu iturating  attempts to d iv e rt them from th e ir  

t ra d it io n a l devotion to re lig io u s  study.

Every community o f ten men or more had a synagogue, every syna­
gogue its  school, and w ith few exceptions every /m a le / ch ild  sat in
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its  benches. Moreover, schooling seldom ceased w ith childhood. 
Throughout a man's l i f e  he spent on his books every hour he could 
snatch from work or sleep. . . . /T /he purpose of th is  learn ing , the 
endless question and debate, was not, lik e  scholasticism , the 
discovery o f abstract tru th . The le tte rs  the Jew pored over he 
1 ived by.
_  Men began to y ie ld  to the Insidious d e lig h t o f considering 

/ le a rn in g / an end in i t s e l f .  The hours devoted to i t  lengthened 
u n til they consumed a man's whole l i f e ,  leaving the wives and 
daughters to earn the d a ily  bread. Nay, the Jewess spurred her 
son and husband on to study much_as the Christian womar̂  spurred 
her man to  f ig h t ,  /s ic ! ! /  . . . /S ince the 17th century/ th is  dis­
c ip lin e , when carried  to S lav ic  lands, became the backbone of 
European Jewry. (Lowenthal 1939: 109)

By the end o f World War I ,  a p o lit ic a l  issue fu rth e r widened 

the Liberal-Orthodox schism.

The problem now became not Liberalism  versus Orthodox but 
Zionism versus anti-Z ionism ; th is  "n a tio n a lis tic "  struggle was 
f a r  more b i t te r  than the re lig ious  c o n flic t had ever been. . . .
/The L iberals favo red / a re lig io u s  development in consonance with  
the s p i r i t  o f modernism. I t  is opposed in p rin c ip le  to the paro­
ch ia l schools and is an uncompromising opponent o f Z io n ls tic  
"separatism" . . .

/T7he Z io n is tic  Jewish People's Party (whose main adherents 
cameTrom the Orthodox camp) wishes to change the basis o f the
Gemeinde from a re lig ious to f a f  rac ia l one. I t  believes that i t
is  the e thn ic  rather than the re lig ious t ie  that holds Jews
together. . . . The People's Party also favors a parochial school
system through which Z io n is t ideology may be impressed on the 
younger generation. I t  stresses the close bond between a l l  Jews 
in  a l 1 lands and wishes to pledge the m aterial resources o f 
German Jewry to the m aterial rebuild ing o f Palestine. I t  is (in  
theory) very sympathetic to the needs and problems of the East 
European Jews in Germany. (Lowenthal 1939: 199)

When the in i t i a l l y  enlightened p o lic ies  o f the Bismarck regime 

reverted to "h ard -lin e" covert and overt an ti-S em itic  re s tr ic tio n s , some 

50,000  German Jews (mostly d is illu s io n ed  L iberals) le f t  Germany fo r the 

Uni ted .S tates . By 1930 an additional 25,000 German Jews had joined th e ir  

Americanized brethren. In 1935 the remaining h a lf-m illio n  German Jews 

(.9% o f the to ta l German population) faced "economic boycott" (Lowenthal 

1939: 398),  then " f in a l liq u id atio n " by the masters o f the Third Reich.
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Eastern European Jews

In sp ite  o f growing Into lerance, the position o f the Jews in 
Russia u n til about the sixteenth century was much b e tte r than that 
o f th e ir  West European brothers, whose legal status was that o f 
servl camerae (property o f the King). The Jews o f Russia were free  
men. They were members of the c ity  merchant class and enjoyed 
l ib e r ty  o f worship even a fte r  the Russian s ta te  was converted to 
C h ris tia n ity . During the Middle Ages, when there were Jewish 
ghettos In other parts o f Europe, there was no segregation of Jews 
in Russia. (Greenberg 19M: 4)

During the Crusades, beginning w ith the f i r s t  in 1096, a steady 
stream of Jews who found themselves persecuted In the provinces of 
the Danube and the Rhine began to  fin d  th e ir  way to Poland. . . .

From th e ir  German brethren the Jews o f Poland received th e ir  
communal organization , th e ir  re lig ious c u ltu re , and th e ir  language, 
which was a German d ia le c t interspersed w ith Hebrew and Polish ex­
pressions and forms which gradually developed into  what is known 
a t  the present time as Yiddish. . . . The special re lationsh ip  to 
the ru le r , the h o s t i l i ty  o f the Church, and the p a r t ia l local 
autonomy o f the Jewish communities were transferred from the West 
to the_East almost In th e ir  e n tire ty . In L ithuan ia, however, the 
Jews /had7 enjoyed a great deal more autonomy and tolerance than 
In  Poland. This accounts fo r the superior status whichthe Lithu­
anian Jews have maintained to the present day as over . . . the 
re s t o f Eastern European Jewry. (W lrth 1928: 90)

In contrast to the tra d it io n a lly  urban pattern o f residence and 

economic involvement o f the German Jew, the Polish Jews, in to  the mid­

eighteenth century, were free  to engage in v illa g e  a g ric u ltu ra l pursuits 

and in town trading and money-lending a c t iv it ie s .

They engaged in the trades, hand icrafts , and many other economic 
functions, including the leasing of crown and Shiakhta (landed 
n o b ility )  es ta tes , w ith  the rig h t o f propination (d is t i l la t io n  
and s e llin g  sp irito u s  liq u o rs ), which they continued to exercise on 
behalf o f nobles even a fte r  the p a rtit io n  o f Poland. The Jews were 
a lso  the leading tax-farmers o f the country . . . favored by royalty  
and . . .  by the big Shiakhta estate  owners, and opposed by the 
c lergy and th e ir  burghers. (W lrth 1928:90)

By the middle o f the seventeenth century, the formerly sm all- 

scale and in te rm itten t antl-Jewish pogroms (defined by Webster as organized 

massacres) instigated  by local peasant and Cossak u n its , had grown into  

Church-directed "uninterrupted massacres o f Jews" (Wirth 1928: 9 1 ).
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In 1762 Catherine I I ,  concerned about the increasingly inflamma­

to ry  Church castigations o f the"Judaizing h e re tic s ,"  issued a manifesto 

which halted fu rth e r Jewish immigration. Her in i t ia l  e ffo r ts  to "control"  

the Jewish population fa ile d : from 1772 to 1795, as a resu lt o f the par­

t it io n s  of Poland and L ithuania, Russia " In h erited " nine hundred thousand 

Jews. Catherine's 1772 proclamation to the newly acquired provinces

. . . made a d is tin c tio n  between the Jewish and non-Jewish subjects. 
The la t te r  were promised that they could exercise the rights they 
had enjoyed under th e ir  former government throughout the Russian 
Empire. The locale in which the Jews could exercise th e ir  former 
rig h ts  was s p e c if ic a lly  lim ited  to the te r r ito ry  in which they were 
l iv in g  a t the time o f the p a r t it io n . (Greenberg 19^4: 8)

The re s tr ic tio n  o f Jewish residence to lim ited  areas (the Jewish 

P a l e ) ^  ushered in a series o f oppressive and discrim inatory e d ic ts , de­

signed to  exclude Jews from p a rtic ip a tio n  In public l i f e ,  and to "close" 

most occupations and secular education to them.

During the early  years o f the nineteenth century, Alexander I 

attempted to am eliorate some o f the re s tric tio n s . Jews were now en­

couraged to send th e ir  children to  any schools w ith in  the Russian Empire, 

and to engage again In a g ric u ltu ra l a c t iv it ie s .  In 1827, however, these 

"inducements" were large ly  o ffs e t by his "ed ic t o f Conscription and M i l i ­

ta ry  Service," whereby

. . .  in addition to supplying recru its  fo r the army to serve a 
term of tw enty-five  years. Jews also had to produce cantonists 
( ju v e n ile  conscripts) from the ages of twelve to tw enty -five . The 
Jewish communities were charged w ith the duty o f f i l l in g  the re­
quired quota o f re c ru its . In case o f fa ilu re  the community eiders  
were lia b le  to severe punishment and even to m ilita ry  service. 
(Greenberg 19M : 10)

Disheartened by the oppressive nature o f the ed ic t o f conscrip­

t io n , most Jews resisted the "generous" o ffe r  o f secular education fo r  

th e ir  ch ildren . Their suspicion that a desire fo r  th e ir  conversion to 

C h ris tia n ity  motivated Alexander's o ffe r  was well-founded; a confidential
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re s c rip t addressed to the M in is te r o f Public Instruction "leaked" out

to  the Jewish communities v ia  a "Jewish sympathizer." The public ukase

(enactment) bespoke the government's desire to incorporate re lig ious and

secular teachings, but

. . .  in the secret rescrip t the tone was a ltogether d if fe re n t.
There i t  was stated that "the aim pursued in the tra in in g  o f the 
Jews is th a t o f bringing them nearer to the Christian population 
by erad icating  the prejudices fostered in them by the study o f the 
Talmud"; that w ith the opening o f the new schools the old ones 
were to  be closed down . . . that attendance would become obliga­
to ry ; th a t the superintendents o f the new schools should only be 
chosen from among C hris tians, e tc . (Dubnow 1918, Vol. I I :  58)

Russian and Polish Jews, who had long cherished th e ir  " p r iv i­

leged autonomy" concerning the education o f th e ir  ch ild ren , adopted 

ta c tic s  o f passive resistance:

Out o f 1,906 un ivers ity  students in Russia in 1835, only 
eleven were Jews. Of the 2,866 students who attended the higher 
in s titu tio n s  of learning in 181*0, f if te e n  were Jews, and o f the 
to ta l number o f 80,017 pupils in the primary and secondary schools, 
fo r ty -e ig h t were o f the Jewish fa ith .  (Greenberg I9 M : 32)

In 181*1* a new Jaw, designed to convince the Jews of the govern­

ment's sincere e ffo r ts  to provide a secular education fo r the Jewish 

community, d irected the establishment o f "special" schools fo r Jews— 

to  be supported by the Jewish community through the imposition of 

special taxes. Jewish theologians would supervise re lig ious instruc­

tio n ; Christians and Jews would teach the secular curriculum (s im ila r  

to  the Gymnasia curriculum of European secondary schools). Again, 

however, the true nature o f the designs was disclosed when a secret 

supplement to the law "leaked" the covert purpose o f the new education 

p o lic y ; " .  . . to uproot those superstitious and harmful prejudices  

which are in s t i l le d  by the teachings of the Talmud" (Greenberg 1 :  33 ). 

The M in is te r o f Education en lis ted  the services of an "enlightened" 

German Jewish educator, Max L il ie n th a l,  to " s e ll"  the new plan to the
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Jewish community. L i l ie n th a l's  unsuccessful p ro sely tiz in g  e ffo r ts  re­

f le c te d  his shared suspicions that the government's in tention was to  

erad icate  the "Jewish h e rita g e .'1

A fu rth er p roh ib ition  against Jews' re -entering  the Pale o f 

Settlem ent a fte r  completion of secular education s tiffe n e d  Jewish re­

sistance to "outside" schooling. Jewish reca lc itrance toward a i l  such 

e ffo r ts  a t Indoctrination  and conversion exacerbated subsequent p o l i t i ­

cal ed ic ts . Government tax co llectors  and adm inistrators were brought 

in to  the Kahals (Jewish self-governing communities) to supersede local 

adm in istrators; "basket taxes" were imposed on kosher ( r i tu a l ly  slaugh­

tered) meat, on immovable property, and on business pursu its , and heavy 

taxes were levied on re lig ious  items, e .g . ,  Sabbath candles, prayer 

shawls, and prayer books.

In 1843, Tsar Nicholas appended a resolution to the report of 

the Council o f M in is te rs , ordering the relocation o f a ll  "border" Jews 

on the Prussian and Austrian fro n tie rs . These "frin g e" residents were 

to  move out o f Russia/Poland and s e tt le  Inside Prussian and Austrian 

borders. "Those possessing th e ir  own houses are to be granted a term 

o f two years w ith in  which to s e ll them" (Dubnow 1918: 6 2 ). Thus tens 

o f thousands of Jews were forced to emigrate to these two countries 

(which did not welcome th e ir  in tru s io n ).

Nicholas' plan to "transform" the Russian people included the 

c la s s if ic a tio n  o f Russian Jews into  categories: useful and useless.

The former category was to consist o f merchants a f f i l ia t e d  with  
g u ild s , artisans belonging to trade unions, a g r ic u ltu ra lis ts , and 
those o f the burgher class who owned immovable property w ith a 
d e fin ite  Income. A ll other burghers who could not claim such a 
fin a n c ia l status and had no d e fin ite  Income, in other words, the 
large  mass of petty  tradesmen and paupers, were to be labelled  as 
"useless" or "detrim ental"; and subjected to increased d is a b il i t ie s .  
(Dubnow 1918: 64)
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In 1856 Tsar Alexander I I  Introduced a program o f sweeping 

reforms. In the hope that the disastrous results  o f the Crimean War 

might be a lle v ia te d  by the re -entry  o f Jewish Industry in to  the national 

economy, he abolished the cantonist system and granted to "special classes 

o f  Jews" the rig h t to unrestricted residence and the opportunity fo r  

government service. The economic competition engendered by the relaxa­

tio n  of re s tric tio n s  reactivated an ti-S em itic  pogroms throughout the 

empire. "These attacks upon Jews, although not d ire c tly  engineered by 

the central government, were a t a i l  times to lerated  by i t ,  despite an 

occasional face-saving protestation to the contrary" (Greenberg 19M: 19).

A fte r three decades o f unrem itting massacre had ensued, a central 

committee, charged w ith  "reviewing" the "Jewish problem," reported that 

the pogroms were righteous expressions o f Russian outrage a t the Jewish 

abuse of the c iv i l  rights granted to them by Alexander I I .  Measures to  

calm the "aroused"populace included:

1. the p ro h ib itio n  o f new Jewish settlem ent in the v illa g es  of the 

Pale

2 . p ro h ib itio n  against ownership or management o f real estate  and 

land outside o f c ity  l im its , and

3. p ro h ib itio n  o f wholesale or re ta il  trading In strong drinks in 

v illa g es  or hamlets.^

In 1882 Alexander I I I ,  in opposition to the " lib e ra liz in g "  reforms 

in s titu te d  by his fa th e r , in s titu te d  a r ig id  quota system to l im it  the edu­

cational opportunities fo r Jewish youths: in reponse to the new system 

which required the enrollment o f a "new" C hristian student fo r each Jewish 

e n try , many Jewish parents undertook to pay fo r the tu it io n  and tra in in g  

o f  Christian boys to guarantee th e ir  own son's acceptance into  a government
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school. Based upon complaints from provincia l au th o ritie s  that the 

Jews were responsible fo r the dissemination of revolutionary ideas In 

the schools, Alexander imposed more s tringen t quotas. Jews were d is­

couraged from entering professional in s titu tio n s ; those who had already  

earned  professional degrees were barred  from  p ractice . Jewish youths 

who fle d  th e ir  country to avoid m ilita ry  serv ice , or to seek greener 

f ie ld s  abroad, took w ith them the knowledge that th e ir  indigent parents 

would be fined 500 rubles. I f  they were unable to meet th is  ob ligation  

the government auctioned the household goods to c o lle c t i t .

The Temporary Rules o f 1882 redefined v illa g e  and town boundaries; 

the towns tha t were redesignated as "v illa g e s"  banned the residence o f 

new or relocated Jews. In some instances Jewish s o ld ie rs , a f te r  comple­

tio n  of th e ir  tw enty-five  year tour o f duty, were barred from entering  

th e ir  native v illa g es  on the ground th a t they were "new" s e tt le rs .

An 1891 re tro active  law proh ib iting  Jewish settlem ent in Moscow 

e ffe c te d  the Immediate expulsion o f twenty thousand Jews— tw o-thlrds of 

the Jewish community o f Moscow.^ "Only about a th ird  o f Moscow's Jewry—  

people w ith a higher education, f i r s t -g u i ld  merchants born there, and 

ch ild ren  o f soldiers who had served under Nicholas-was allowed to  remain" 

(Greenberg 1951: MO •

Despite the unallev iated  repression, re lo c a tio n ,and diminished 

occupational and educational opportu n ities , large-scale  emigration only 

became an a c tu a lity  in 1881— follow ing upon the assassination of 

Alexander I I .  The conservative Jewish leadership and press opposed emi­

g ra tio n , encouraging the Jews to be p a tien t and to w a it fo r "b e tte r days." 

The weekly Journals ( Ruzzky Ezvrel and Voskhod) expressed the view that 

em igration would in ju re  the cause o f emancipation, and that I t  would
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fu rn ish  the anti-Sem ites w ith  a means o f d iscred itin g  the lo ya lty  of the 

Russian Jews. A fte r 1881 an in flu e n tia l newspaper ( Razvet) reversed its  

stand and became the champion of organized em igration. Through its  in ­

fluence "Central Committees were organized to d ire c t and f a c i l i t a t e  the 

movement of emigres" (Greenberg.1951: 64 ).

From 1881 to 1890 the number o f Russian Jewish immigrants to 

a rr iv e  in the United States to ta lle d  135,003. In 1891, 100,000 more 

jo ined  them, and by 1893 an additional 30,000 Russian Jews le f t  th e ir  

homeland.

In 1891 a United States commission, appointed by Secretary o f the 

Treasury Charles Foot to investigate  the causes leading to emigration to  

the United S tates, spent several months touring Russia. The report read 

in  part:

A il to ld  the same story . . . old men, women and children impor­
tuning the committee (Moscow Jewish R e lie f) to give heed to th e ir  
cries  and help them get away from th e ir  surroundings, any place 
being b e tte r  than here where they are liv in g  in constant te rro r  
o f  persecution. Homes are destroyed, businesses ruined, fam ilies  
separated, a i l  claiming that they are not crim inals except that 
they are charged w ith being Jews; a i l  expressing a w illingness and 
an anxiety to work, begging fo r the opportunity to begin l i f e  some­
where, where they do not know nor do they care. . . . (Greenberg 
1951: 7*1

During the 1890s Baron Hirsch, a German Jewish p h ilan th ro p is t, 

conceived the grandiose scheme o f arranging fo r  the transportation o f the 

e n tire  remaining Jewish population of Russia (approximately three m illio n )  

to  South America (p a r tic u la r ly  to  Argentina).

A few years la te r  i t  was . . . rea lized  that the mountain had 
given b ir th  to a mouse. Instead o f the m illio n s  of Jews as o r i ­
g in a lly  planned, the Jewish Colonization^Association succeeded In 
transplanting during the f i r s t  decade /o f  the twentieth cen tu ry / 
only  70,000 Jews. (Dubnow 1918: 421)



98

The outbreak o f World War I halted the massive emigration of 

Russian Jews. Because o f the exigencies o f m ilita ry  transport and only 

as a temporary war measure, the T saris t government abolished the Pale 

o f  Settlem ent. With the February 1917 Revolution, the Provisional govern 

ment conferred complete c iv i l  eq u a lity  upon the Russian Jews. The re­

moval o f discrim inatory re s tr ic tio n s , coupled w ith  the enactment in the 

United States of the Johnson Emigration Act (1924), ended large-scale  

Jewish em igration.

The heritage o f the Ashkenazim in Aruba, whether o f Eastern or 

Western Europe, understandably Is "im printed" w ith firs t-h a n d  Impres­

sions o f ghetto confinement, periodic pogroms, re s tric tio n s  of economic 

and educational opportu n ities , and, above a l l ,  the "ghetto s ta te  of 

mind" (W lrth 1928: 8 ),

These commonly shared experiences did not, however, provide a 

unify ing  lin k  fo r  the Ashkenazim who emigrated to Aruba during the 

1930s. Rather, e thn ic  boundedness occurred two decades a f te r  th e tr  

a r r iv a l ,  in response to economic and p o lit ic a l pressures exerted by 

the national segment. The relevance of th e ir  p rio r experiences In 

eastern and western Europe lie s  In the tra d itio n a l response of the Jews 

to  such pressures— re in s titu tio n  of group boundaries. The circumstances 

th a t led to the e thn ic  s o lid a r ity  o f the Ashkenazim of Aruba are d is ­

cussed in the fo llow ing section.

The Ashkenazim in Aruba 

E th n ic ity  and boundary maintenance studies (see, fo r example, 

Barth 1966, 1969) deal w ith sets o f people as i f  they comprise enduring 

and cohesive groups:
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/The / ethnic group . . . shares fundamental cu ltu ra l values . . . 
makes up a f ie ld  o f communication and in teraction  . . . has a mem­
bership which Id e n tif ie s  I t s e l f ,  and Is Id e n tifie d  by others, as 
co n stitu tin g  a category d istinguishable from other categories of 
the same order. (Barth 1969: 11)

Moreover, there Is In these analyses an assumption, whether e x p lic it  or 

Im p lic it ,  that such groups always display characteris tics  that are con­

tinuously and c le a rly  Id e n t if ia b le , both by th e ir  own members and by 

outsiders.

For the f i r s t  decade a fte r  th e ir  a rr iv a l In Aruba, the Ashkenazim 

did not f i t  th is  model. To fa c i l i t a te  the understanding o f th e ir  present 

"e th n ic  In s u la rity "  I shall o ffe r  a diachronic analysis o f th e ir  emergent 

s o lid a r ity .

That a l l  but three o f the fo rty  Ashkenazic merchants established  

residence in Aruba during the four-year period 1930-1934 was ne ither  

simply by chance nor by planned design. A juxtap osition  o f h is to rica l 

and economic conditions paved the way fo r  th e ir  jo in t  occupation.

The merchants arrived  s in g ly , a f te r  b r ie f  periods of residence 

In  North and South America follow ing th e ir  tw entieth century emigration  

from Europe.® Their a rr iv a l was in d ire c t response to Aruba's abrupt 

tra n s it io n  from a minimal subsistence economy to a bustling in d u s tri­

a liz e d  center. In 1929, the Lago Oil and Transport Co., L td ., founded 

fo r  the purpose o f trans-shipping o il  from Lake Maracaibo in Venezuela, 

embarked on an ambitious conversion p ro ject— to estab lish  a center fo r  

re fin in g  crude o !1.

By 1930 the thousands o f workers Imported by the Company to ass ist 

in  the construction o f re fin ery  tanks, "cracking" towers, machine shops, 

and the re la ted  extension o f docking and harbor fa c i l i t ie s  not only 

g re a tly  augmented the island population (15,000 in 1931, 30,000 in 1941)
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but also constituted a ready-made market fo r manufactured goods. News 

o f  the "boom-town" rap id ly  reached the scattered emigres, because re­

c ru it in g  agents fo r the Company traveled throughout the Caribbean and 

northern South America. Because these Ashkenazim were recent a rr iv a ls  

from Europe, they had not yet sunk roots nor begun to prosper in the es­

tab lished and competitive American markets. Withdrawing th e ir  meager 

p ro f its  from recently established trading and peddling a c t iv i t ie s ,  

fo r ty  unrelated Ashkenazic "strangers" re-emigrated to Aruba.

The transplant was successful: w ith in  a few decades th e ir  busi­

nesses, nourished w ith minimal cap!ta l, p ro !ife ra te d  and spread— from 

S t. Nicholas (the re fin ery  town) to Oranjestad (the island c ap ita l) to 

the large to u ris t hotels a t the fa rth es t (commercialized) end of the 

i sland.

During a ll  o f my in i t ia l  Interviews in 1969, the Ashkenazic 

merchants employed the same phrase, "lack of economic opportunity,"  

in  re fe rrin g  to the m otivating force behind th e ir  decision to leave Europe. 

Other more s p ec ific  pressures leading to th e ir  emigration came to lig h t  

only a f te r  th e ir  reactions to being interviewed changed from wary p o lite ­

ness to moderate enthusiasm. During the f i r s t  decade o f the twentieth  

century these Eastern European Jews (only four o f the merchants were from 

Western Europe) had been plagued by renewed pogrom a tro c it ie s  and increased 

m ilita ry  conscription quotas; th e ir  misery was compounded by the national 

economic depression that fu rth e r impoverished the small scale traders and 

peddlers in the eastern countries. Many of my Informants f in a l ly  acknow­

ledged that th e ir  desire to escape conscription provided the primary moti­

vation  fo r em igration; the aggravation o f th e ir  fa m ilies ' chronic anxieties  

and th e ir  re a liza tio n  th at each wave o f economic depression would in i t ia te
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stepped up pogroms provided additional pressures to leave Europe "before 

I t  l e f t  us."

S im ila r ly , the ris ing  antt-Semitism in pre-Thlrd Reich Germany 

canalized the conviction o f the Western Jewish emigrants that th e ir  

" lo t  was not a happy one." Interspersed w ith self-cong ratu la to ry  ob­

servations that th e ir  perciplence allowed them to escape the oncoming 

holocaust, my informants gave grim accounts o f the tra g ic  fa te  that 

overtook th e ir  fam ilies  and friends.

Shudders and twisted grimaces invariab ly  accompanied the nega­

t iv e  responses o f merchants to my questions about th e ir  past or contem­

p la ted  v is its  to the motherland:

Why would I ever go back! A ll my fam ily is dead . . . a l l  k il le d
in  the war or in the concentration camps. . . . There was nothing 
fo r  me there before, there 's  nothing now. Besides I wouldn't 
tru s t them. I f  there was any way they could hurt me, even now, 
they would!

The coincident entry o f the Ashkenazim w ith that o f thousands 

o f Caribbean Islanders (re fe rred  to by Arubans as "English") accorded 

the former a fo rtu itous  chiaroscuric backdrop. The lig h t skin color 

o f the Ashkenazim fa c il i ta te d  th e ir  rapid acceptance by a society that 

f e l t  overwhelmed by the black inundation. Thus these merchants were 

spared the h o s tile  reception generally experienced by emigrating Jews 

(see Wagley and Harris 1958, and Shibutani 1965).

The ready-made local demand fo r the ready-made goods o f the mer­

chants also sweetened th e ir  early  years in Aruba. The economic depres­

sion suffered by the western world throughout the 1930s never reached 

Aruba's shores. Indeed, fo r the f i r s t  time in th e ir  liv e s , many Aruban 

and West Indian workers had cash to spend— fo r c lo th ing , fo r jew e lry , and 

fo r  Imported luxuries. Credit arrangements offered to the over-extended,
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and to .the few under-employed, workers augmented the "captive" market 

o f  w l1 ling  buyers.

Only one banking branch o f the powerful Arends fam ily remained 
a lo o f . . . refused to extend c re d it to Jewish merchants. . . .
I t  turned out to be the best thing fo r us. . . .W e turned to the 
Cura^aoan Sephardlm fo r loans. . . .  As re lig ious "brothers" they 
were obliged to grant us loans without in te res t.

With the exception of th is  one Arubiano group, my informants 

f e l t  that they were encouraged by Aruban "society" to p a rtic ip a te  in 

a l l  island events: government-sponsored functions, inaugural b a lls ,

group and individual p a rtie s . "At that time we knew who they were even 

b e tte r  than we knew who we were!"

Given the Ashkenazim's insistence that throughout the 1930s and 

19^0s the merchant fam ilies  were "completely assim ilated into Aruban 

s o c ie ty ,"  I could not a t f i r s t  understand why, in the e a rly  19**0s, 

the merchants J o in tly  financed the construction of the Aruban Country 

Club on cunucu land along the leeward s h o re .^  In 19^2 the Ashkenazic 

fa m ilie s  celebrated the "grand opening" o f th e ir  "p lantation" club.

The Lieutenant Governor and a ll  o f the "Important" Island  
society  came to our "inaugural b a l l ."  Our club became the center 
fo r a l l  the important social a c t iv it ie s  in Aruba, i t  only s tarted  
to  d is in teg ra te  when one o f our /TTeformZ members le f t  to jo in  the 
"exclusive" T iv o li Club.

A former club president stated w is t fu lly  that the in i t ia l  p a r t i ­

c ip atio n  o f Arublanos In the club 's social a ffa irs  "gave us status and 

recognition. For a w hile the Arublanos came to our moonlight b a lls  and 

p a rtie s . . . .  We had bands flown in from Curacao." His statement pro­

vided me w ith a clue to the resolution o f the paradox o f "complete assi­

m ila tio n " accompanying the beginnings of the Ashkenazic group boundedness. 

Apparently, the in i t ia l  welcome that the Arubans afforded the separately
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a rr iv in g  emigres re flec ted  th e ir  perception of the merchants' lack of 

economic status. But, as soon as the growing prosperity o f the mer-: 

chants became apparent, the Arubans began to withdraw from them and 

the Ashkenazim to form an enclave. Thus the physical construction of 

the country club large ly  coincided w ith the psychological construction 

o f e thn ic  boundaries.

In addition to being the locus o f secular social functions, the 

Aruba Country Club also served as the "temple11 fo r the re lig ious a c t iv i ­

t ie s  o f individuals and o f the group:

During World War I I  the American Jewish so ld ie rs , stationed in 
Aruba to  guard the re fin ery  and the harbors, made our club th e ir  
home away from home. When Jewish chaplains were flown in fo r the 
High Holy Days, they held jo in t  services fo r the sold iers and us 
a t  the club.

These Jewish chaplains of the United States army were the only ordained 

rabbis ever to conduct re lig ious services fo r the Aruban Ashkenazim.

Even a fte r  the opening In 1952 of the Beth Israel synagogue, the mer­

chants themselves continued to conduct re lig ious services and to pre­

pare th e ir  sons fo r Bar Mitzvah ( In it ia t io n  in to  men's re lig ious  soci­

e ty ) .  The common ra tio n a liza tio n  fo r th is  "se lf-se rv ic e "  was, "We 

were never too re lig io u s , even in the old country." A merchant, who 

re fu ted  the otherwise unanimous assertion that a ll  of the Ashkenazim 

men had attended Cheder and Gymnasium in Europe, sa id ,

So why did they choose me to conduct services fo r tw enty-five  years? 
Gymnasium! Ridiculous . . . they came here knowing nothing, and 
they don't know any more now. . . .  I gave the services u n til last 
year f \ 9687 when the congregation hired a re lig ious  teacher from 
Curasao. I'm  sure they le t  us have him because they wanted to get 
r id  o f him. . . .  We had four boys to prepare fo r Bar Mitzvah.
This man is a "reco n stru ctio n is t"—not even as re lig ious  as Reformed. 
. . . i t ' s  te r r ib le  . . .  I'm  only halfways through chanting the 
section of the Torah and he's already fin ished .
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The Ashkenazim explained (ra th er ap o lo g etica lly ) to me that fo r  

the f i r s t  few years a fte r  th e ir  a rr iv a l they tr ie d  to "keep kosher" 

( th a t Is ,  to consume only r i tu a l ly  slaughtered and prepared meat, to 

m aintain the separation of meat and dairy foods and o f the u tensils  in ­

volved In th e ir  preparation and serving, and to observe proscriptions  

against using certa in  kinds and parts o f anim als).

I t  was too hard to keep Kosher. A fte r a ll  a man and his w ife  were 
both working in the s to re . . . .  We had Aruban maids. . . . You 
co u ld n 't expect them to know how to cook Kosher and keep the meat 
and diary  dishes separate. . . . But we s t i l l  p re fe r our own 
country's foods. . . .  On special occasions the wives get together 
and cook our special dishes.

Sabbath re s tric tio n s  also dissolved:

Are our stores open on Saturday? Of course, i t ' s  our biggest 
shopping day. Why should they /Arubans and West Indians/ have 
to  s u ffe r because we're Jewish!

Stores operated by Ashkenazim generally close only fo r Bosh

Hashonah (Jewish New Y ear), Yom Kippur (Day o f Atonement), and, fo r

ind iv idua l merchants, fo r memorial services—Yiskah prayers fo r the

dead, although, as one merchant to ld  me,

When my w ife  died I wanted to get someone to run the store but I 
co u ld n 't find  anyone who knew the business, so I had to come back 
a f te r  the funeral and open the store. /This despite his ob liga­
tio n  to observe the r itu a l .Shli/ah. mourning p erio d ^ /

Because th e ir  involvement in the r e ta il  stores in i t i a l l y  neces­

s ita te d  th e ir  working fo r twelve hours a day, most o f the Ashkenazic 

merchants b u ilt  th e ir  f i r s t  residences d ire c tly  over th e ir  "one- or 

two-door s h o p s . T h e n ,  In the 1950s, w ith  the increased Income from 

th e ir  branch stores in 0ran jestad ,a11 but a few of them b u ilt  expensive 

houses in the fashionable K lip  section o f  the island c a p ita l.

At f i r s t  we.were scattered throughout St. N icholas, w ith only a 
couple o f merchants residing and operating stores in Oranjestad.
But a f te r  1950, when I b u ilt  the f i r s t  house in the K lip  I t  became
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the choice location fo r most o f the Jews and also fo r the w ea lth ier  
Arublanos. '5

The Temple Beth Israel (designed fo r Conservative r itu a l observ­

ance) was b u i l t  In 1952, on land jo in t ly  purchased by the Ashkenazic 

congregation, and as I t  Is located in the K lip , I t  serves as the hub of 

the Ashkenazic res id en tia l complex: "Outsiders sometimes think that the

Jewish houses en c irc lin g  the synagogue pro ject a ghetto Image. I t ' s  not

r e a lly  so. I t ' s  ju s t tha t we had that land a v a ila b le .14

Into the I9&0s, whereas synagogue attendance was fo r most o f the

congregation "a sometime th in g ,"  the merchants assiduously prepared

th e ir  sons fo r Bar Mitzvah. Nevertheless, other than to provide the

s p e c ific  tra in in g  required fo r a boy's p a rtic ip a tio n  in the reading o f the

Torah, the Ashkenazic fam ilies  did not emphasize the "Jewish heritage"

in  the education and upbringing o f th e ir  children:

A ll I knew about the "old country" was from stories  my mother 
occasionally to ld  iis. She to ld  mostly funny anecdotes about the 
people In her town— she never went into d e ta ils  about pogroms or 
the fam ily 's  extreme poverty.

As a matter o f fa c t , as a ch ild  I knew much more about Roman 
Catholicism  than about my own re lig io n . My "nurse" would take me 
w ith  her to Sunday Mass--and, because there were no Kindergartens 
I attended parochial school u n til I was ready to begin f i r s t  grade.

Although before the mid-1950s Ashkenazic children had generally  

attended Dutch-administered primary and secondary schools, by 1955 most 

o f the youngsters were sent to United States "preparatory" schools. Some 

merchants explained that "the schools here w eren 't that good. We wanted 

our children to go abroad to college anyway, so we thought they would be 

b e tte r  prepared i f  they attended U.S. prep schools." But one informant, 

born in Aruba and resident there u n til she was th ir te e n , contradicted the 

merchants' statement as a "typ ica l m isrepresentation":
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Look, there re a lly  was no choice fo r our parents. We'd grown 
up with Aruban friends. . . .  We even preferred them to the Jewish 
kids we saw a t the Club. By the middle o f the 1950s, when we were 
teen-agers, our parents were nervous about the p o s s ib ility  o f our 
marrying Arubans (some o f us did) so they shipped us out as soon as 
they could.

A fte r 1950 the concern o f merchants about th e ir  ch ild ren 's  Interm arriage  

w ith  Arubans Increased concomitantly with the sudden change In the Island  

e conomy.

In the mid-1950s the period of business expansion follow ing World 

War I I  halted w ith the restructuring of the Lago operations and the con­

sequent reduction of re fin ery  personnel:

Many factors contributed to reducing the re fin e ry 's  work force 
during the 1950s (from 7,817 In 1950 to 5,13** in i 960— In 1973 
down to 1,53*0 .

Competition Increased throughout the decade, p rin c ip a lly  
through the construction of new re fin e rie s  and expansion of old  
ones In nearly a l l  o f Lago's marketing areas. . . . This brought 
wi th i t  a growing need fo r greater e ffic ie n c y  and the e lim ination  
o f non-essential a c t iv it ie s .  In add ition , benefits from the many 
years o f Intensive tra in in g  could be rea lize d , and the number o f 
e xp a tria te  employees required was su b stan tia lly  reduced. (Hartog 
1961: 437)

The "exp atria te  employees" were p rim arily  West Indians, the 

major "consumer pool" fo r the St. Nicholas merchants. Because most of 

the West Indian migrants were single men, they had fewer resp o n s ib ilities  

and more cash to  spend than did th e ir  Aruban co-workers. The loss of 

West Indian business d if fe r e n t ia l ly  affected the Ashkenazim. Those 

merchants who had remained sm all-scale owners o f single stores in St. 

Nicholas suffered irreparab le  losses, whereas those whose expanded 

holdings Included large shops In Oranjestad experienced only a temporary 

setback. For the la t te r  the concomitant and independent growth of 

tourism counterbalanced th e ir  diminished p ro fits  in S t. Nicholas. Most 

o f the sm all-scale merchants who fa ile d  le f t  Aruba (fo r  the United States) 

during the 1950s. Except fo r three or four o f the remaining merchants,
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however, the Ashkenazim have become Increasingly a fflu e n t Into the 

1970s.

As Incomes o f ,  and d ire c t taxes paid by, merchants are not 

reported In census enumerations, I can only esttmate the affluence of 

the Ashkenazic merchants on the basis of my four periods of observa­

tio n s , In terview s, and v is i ts  to s to re , home, and synagogue. My e s t i ­

mate that the annual income o f the average Ashkenazic merchant is at 

lea s t $75,000 to $100,000 is based on the Ashkenazic fa m ilies ' conspi­

cuous consumption of m aterial and non-material Items:

Estimate (approx.) 

$50,000

$50 ,000  

$3 0 ,000

$15,000

$15,000 (each year)

to Aruba fo r w inter and summer holidays)

Annual club membership fees and donation to: $3,000 (each year)
Aruba Caribbean Hotel and Casino (most o f the 

foreign and national merchants own stock 
In th is  hotel)

Simon Bolivar Culture Center

Commodity or A c tiv ity

Present value of homes (as u n o ff ic ia lly  
reported to me by an employee In the 
Department o f Economic A ffa irs

Furnishings:
(accessories and fu rn itu re ) 
imported heavy cut c ry s ta l, s ilv e r  
u te n s ils , elaborate antique "decora­
tiv e "  items, massive Imported fu rn itu re

Personal accessories:
Furs (except fo r the mink stoles and 
Jackets, worn only on annual tr ip s  to 
New York, Europe, and South America) 
Jewelry—elaborate gold and diamond 
rings, watches, clocks, bracelets , e tc .

Automobiles— two per household: 
one large U.S.-made "luxury" car 
one European "compact"

Additional expenditures:
Two tr ip s  abroad each year 
Tuition  and board fo r 2-3 children a t 

preparatory school, co llege, or uni­
ve rs ity  (plus th e ir  round-trip  fares

/continued/



YMCA
L i t t le  League sponsorship 
Klwanls, Lions, or Rotary— most

merchants belong to the Lions)
United Jewish Fund 
Carnival Committee 
ORT (Jewish R e lie f Committee)

By the 1960s the obvious and disproportionate affluence o f the 

Ashkenazic merchants was Increasingly provoking expressions of h o s tl- 

l i t y  among the economically depressed Aruban and West Indian workers. 

Moreover, although by the 1960s many of the e l i t e  Arublanos enjoyed 

"good" government positions and others held "prestige" banking and 

commercial executive positions, in economic terms a l l  but a very few 

s t i l l  have to be classed as "low-middle" to "middle" income fam ilies . 

Thus, the unequal access to wealth continues to sour Aruban-Ashkenazic 

re la tio n sh ip s , which bears out Shlbutani's (1965) observation that 

"much o f the resentment against . . . the Jews in Europe and America 

arises  from m inority groups possessing economic power not commensurate 

wi th th e ir  standing in the community."

f t  ft  *

In February 1969, during my f i r s t  b r ie f  v i s i t  to Aruba, I was 

introduced to several o f the Ashkenazic merchants and th e ir  fam ilies . 

T h e ir warm welcome a t that time eased my apprehensions about the f ie ld  

study of Aruban population segments I planned to undertake the fo llow - 

i ng summer.

Two weeks before my return to Aruba in June 1969 I read a b r ie f  

account o f the May 30th r io ts  in Cura9ao, which were described as a 

"spontaneous outburst of random v io lence, looting and burning o f stores 

and homes" (New York Times, June 1, 1969: 29).
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In mid-June 1969, I re v is ited  my Ashkenazic acquaintances in 

Aruba to assess th e ir  evaluation o f the event. Struck by th e ir  drama­

t i c a l l y  a ltered  manner (from complacent v o lu b ility  to uneasy ta c itu rn ity )  

I then realized  th at the Mfa l l -o u t“ o f the r io t  had radiated beyond 

Curasao's shores. I la te r  learned that i t  had also shattered the former 

Ashkenazic "c o lle c tiv e  representation" o f th e ir  assim ilation into  the 

Aruban society.

The merchants a t f i r s t  parried or d e lib e ra te ly  evaded my speci­

f i c  questions about the causes, d ire c tio n , and e ffe c ts  of the r io ts — 

then a fte r  several weeks of pers is tent questioning I began to receive 

stereotyped "p a rty -lin e "  responses:

I t ' s  ju s t lik e  they said In the papers . . . random. . . .
They were drunk and exc ited , they d id n 't know what they were 
doing. . . Of course some Jewish storekeepers suffered but so 
d id  the whole business community. . . Could i t  happen here?
Why should it?  . . . We're a l l  one!

That we were not one became more and more apparent throughout 

the course o f interviews and observations. I was therefore not sur­

prised when one of the merchants inadvertently  added to the "c o lle c tive "  

statement, "There's been no trouble here . . . y e t!"  I t  was the yet 

which encouraged fu rth er investigation  into  the Curasao r io ts . Detailed  

confirmatory accounts came from Aruban (not Ashkenazic) informants:

For a long time the people o f Curasao resented the corrupt 
power o f the Jewish /Inform ants did not then distinguish between 
the Sephardim and the Ashkenazim/ storekeepers, espec ia lly  because 
they hold the government in th e ir  hands.

The night before the r io ts  a group o f o il  workers who were 
angry because the Governor refused to mediate th e ir  complaints 
against the Shel l ' s h irin g  of non-union workers to unload o f f ­
shore supply barges held an a l l  night meeting. They decided to 
s tr ik e . They sent word that a l l  who were in sympathy w ith  them 
should meet a t the Shell gate and jo in  them in a demonstration 
parade to town /W i1lemstadt7. _

The parade was led by Papa /W ilso n / Godet, head of the Frente 
Obrero (Worker's P arty ). He to ld  them to keep the demonstration
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peaceful. They passed a supermarket owned by a white Englishman.
The food In th is  store was so expensive that only macambas /term  
form erly used to designate "white Dutchmen, now an opprobrious 
term used by h o s tile  n a tio n a lis ts  to include a l l  white " fo r ­
e ig n e rs ^ / could buy there . Some o f the men broke in to get 
I iquor. Then things s tarted  to  get out o f hand. They overturned 
cars (owned by macambas) and burned some trucks that delivered  
food to  the supermarket.

They wanted to march on the Governor's house. Then the police  
stepped In . Papa Godet tr ie d  to  calm down the workers. The po lice  
shot him in the back. Then a l l  h e ll broke loose. The workers 
streamed in to  town. Yes, they burned and looted— but not every 
o r  any store . Anyone could see that afterwards. On each block 
some stores were wrecked w hile others were not touched. They knew 
who they were g ettin g  even w ith . I t  was those storekeepers who 
had explo ited  the people fo r so long. . . .  A few Dutch but mostly 
Jews. You know, since the e a rly  days the Jews used th e ir  shop­
g i r l s  fo r m istresses—made children by them—paid them almost no 
wages. Even now g ir ls  can be f ire d  w ith no notice . And you also  
know how the Jews bleed th e ir  customers—put them in debt— peonage 
fo re v er. And the law protects the merchants . . . i t ' s  the same 
th ing here!

Only In 1973 did the Ashkenazic merchants in Aruba, through the 

overseas Ashkenazic media, acknowledge the an ti-S em itic  focus o f the 

Curasao r io ts . An a r t ic le  in Freeland, the New York period ical o f the 

League fo r Jewish T e r r ito r ia l C olonization, sta tes:

The Jewish community /Tn  Aruba/ is purportedly very prosper­
ous. . . . Aruban Jews today own many o f the industries and 
shops in th e ir  rap id ly  prospering country. Perhaps the ch ie f 
a ttra c t io n  o f the lovely island fo r Jews is its  atmosphere o f  
complete re lig io u s  tolerance. Unlike its  eastern neighbor 
Cura9ao, which had a series o f a n ti-s e m itic  outbursts in 1969— 
Jewish shops and homes were burned down—Aruba has never w it ­
nessed any a n ti-re lig io u s  reactions o f any kind. (B e rlln e r-  
Fischthal 1973: 6)

The a r t ic le  re fle c ts  the image which the Ashkenazim in Aruba 

wish to " s e ll"  to the outside world; that they themselves do not "buy" 

th is  image is apparent from the p ro tec tive  in s u la r ity  which since 1969 

has characterized group a ttitu d e s . One o f the merchants who le f t  

Aruba in 1952 but returns fo r annual v is its  assessed the "new" phenomenon 

o f  Ashkenazic s o lid a r ity :

They're such hypocrites. . . . This new united fro n t is only a 
reaction to th e ir  fear o f an uprising in Aruba s im ila r to the one
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In Curasao. . . . They were never united before. I t  had to take 
something lik e  th is  to stop the in fig h tin g . You'D see, when 
things qu iet down, th e y 'l l  go back to th e ir  separate ways and try  
to  get back into  the whole society.

As I continued my interviews and observations of the merchant 

fa m ilie s , I became increasingly aware o f the group's de libera te  attempts 

to  d ire c t my inqu iries  away from the present and toward the "boom days" 

o f  the 1930s. The assertion of "complete assim ilation  in to  Aruban soci­

e t y , "  invariab ly  presented as a continuing " fa c t ,"  masks the re a lity  of 

increasing group withdrawal in to  th e ir  social enclave.

Ashkenazic merchants' fears that an ti-S em itic  uprising might 

occur in Aruba mounted during the p re -e lec tio n  campaigns in the la te  

summer o f 1969. The "establishment" Aruban Pat r io t ' s  Party (PPA), sup­

ported fin a n c ia lly  but not o vertly  by the Ashkenazic merchants, was 

opposed by the more recently formed Aruban Popular Party (AVP). That 

the PPA members and supporters should feel increasingly threatened by 

the vigorous AVP campaign became more apparent when I understood the 

im plications of the AVP slogan "Aruba fo r Arubans." Whereas outsiders  

( l i k e  me) may have been deluded In to  thinking that Aruba's emergent 

nationalism  mi l i t a t ed  against only the involvement o f exp atria te  non­

nationals  in the local economy, the Ashkenazim, the West Indian, and, 

o f  course, theArubans knew b e tte r. With l i t t l e  prompting, more p o l i t i ­

c a l l y  active  Aruban Informants volunteered the "party" d e fin itio n  of 

Aruban, " th ird  generation born in Aruba." When I asked whether the 

Jewish and West Indian "nationals" (many are Dutch c itize n s ) were 

aware o f the exc lus ion is t nature o f the slogan, one informant laugh­

in g ly  responded, "You bet they do. That's why they 're  shivering in 

th e ir  boots. They know we want them out'."
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That the merchants were aware o f the threat to th e ir  continued 

residence in Aruba c le a rly  emerged from the statement of the erstw hile  

Aruban merchant:

Don't kid yourse lf. They won't t e l l  you but they know they 're  
here on borrowed time. They ta lk  about nothing else in th e ir  
synagogue get-togethers. They've agreed among themselves that 
they would only fu rth er jeopardize th e ir  position I f  they "leaked" 
t h e i r  apprehensions to the outside world!

The Ashkenazic "wail o f s ilence" excluded me from th e ir  c irc le  

by the end of my 1969 fie ldw ork period. Even before the f a i l  e lections  

these people had become increasingly re luctan t to permit Interviews; 

during our las t discussions the merchants were v is i b l y  uneasy. They 

spoke In lowered tones and constantly interrupted our ta lks to glance 

apprehensively around the s to re . By th is  time they were only wi l l i ng  

to  share past reminiscences; they Ignored a l l  references to th e ir  pre­

sent s itu a tio n  and future tenure.

Evidence o f th e ir  recognition of the ''loss" or d e terio ra tion  

o f th e ir  former social contacts with Arubans came to me only obliquely:

When̂  B. gave a Bar Mitzvah party fo r his twins a t the Astoria  
Hotel /Chinese re s ta u ra n t/ last  month. . . By the way i t ' s  too 
bad he hadn't met you then, he surely would have inv ited  you . . . 
anyway, there were 400 guests. You know we're only tw enty-five  
fami l ies  now, so obviously he had mostly non-Jews—Arubans, Chinese, 
some English—everybody.

Look, years ago we always went to th e ir  a f fa irs  and they to  
ours . . .  so I supposed they f e l t  they had to come. . . .

True, we in v ite  more o f them to  our parties  than they in v ite  
us to the irs  . . . but, a f te r  a l l ,  they have so many o f th e ir  own 
to  take care o f.

Behind the mask of "complete assim ilation" the Ashkenazim con­

tinue to strengthen th e ir  e thn ic  boundaries. Children, who are sent 

abroad by the time they are fourteen and who return home in te rm itte n tly  

fo r  b r ie f  vacations, are encouraged to seek "nice Jewish" mates by the 

end o f th e ir  college or un ivers ity  tra in in g . The statement offered
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during the f i r s t  weeks o f my In terview ing , th a t "even when our

children  Intermarry (generally  white Dutch but occasionally Aruban)

the g ir l  Invariab ly  converts to Judaism before the marriage" changed

by the end o f the summer to

In sp ite  o f everything we tr ie d  to do he married a Protestant 
Dutch g ir l  . . .w e  hope s h e 'll  want to convert. . . . Our g ir ls ,  
thank God, they haven't yet married out o f the fa ith .  /Th is  last 
was refuted by my non-resident Aruban Ashkenazic Informant, who 
s a id , "They're lying  . . .  I can te l l  you of fiv e  o f my former 
fr ie n d s — three o f whom married Arubans and d id n 't convert^/

Look, we hope and we t r y ,  but we can 't always make them do!'

Thus the o lder Ashkenazim who have tra d it io n a lly  opposed 

marriage "outside o f the fa ith "  have become increasingly distressed  

by (and more a c tiv e ly  opposed to) the "reb e llio u s" marriages o f th e ir  

youngsters to Aruban and Dutch nationals . As to marriage with West 

Ind ians, a ty p ic a lly  h o rr if ie d  response was, "My son marry a black 

Englishman? God forb id ! We'd have to leave here."

The concern w ith "keeping" the fa ith  as a mark o f group iden­

t i t y  now extends to markedly Increased attendance at synagogue services. 

P r io r  to 1969 Sabbath attendance was so sporadic that one merchant ad­

m itted  to  me that the men often found i t  "necessary" to in v ite  touris ts  

from the hotels to Sabbath services. By necessary he meant that the 

In v ita t io n  was profered not out o f h o s p ita lity  but because the touris ts  

were needed to supply the fu l l  complement required fo r a minion, the 

minimum required fo r group Torah reading. (Nine adult males plus the 

Rabbi—o r , in the case o f the Ashkenazim in Aruba, the leader o f Sab­

bath serv ices ).

From 1969 to 1971 I found that synagogue attendance had grown 

n o ticeab ly . During three Friday night v is its  to the temple in 1971 I 

observed that most o f the merchants were p re s e n t--!f  not fo r the actual
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serv ices , then fo r the Oneg Shabat (a fte r-s e rv ic e  refreshments hosted 

by d iffe re n t fam ilies  each week).

The narrow defeat o f the AVP In the 1969 e lections did nothing 

to  ease Ashkenazic fears fo r th e ir  fu tu re . Throughout the 1971 period 

o f  fteldwork I observed that ethnic boundaries were somewhat relaxed. 

While synagogue attendance continued to be regu lar, the impetus fo r  

p a rtic ip a tio n  seemed to derive more from social habit than e x p lic it ly  

from fe a r. Several merchants (who received me w ith wary politeness 

but not the e ffu s ive  warmth they offered  on my f i r s t  v is i t  in 1969) 

had s u ff ic ie n t ly  recovered from the AVP threat to resume capita l in ­

vestment in new boutiques and renovations o f department stores. The 

weakened social tie s  w ith the Arubiano e l i t e  had not been re-established  

nor were d a ily  confrontations w ith Aruban and West Indian workers more 

p o s itiv e , but I sensed an o v er-a ll diminution o f mutual tension.

This te n ta tive  re laxation  of group boundaries ended in 1973- 

The unexpected e lec tio n  v ic to ry  o f the s p lin te r  faction  o f the AVP, 

whose slogan of Status Aparte received overwhelming support from 

a n ti-b la c k  Arubans, shocked the West Indians and the Ashkenazic mer­

chants (as w ell as the Arubiano e 11te and the Lago management). The 

co vertly  expressed but c le a rly  understood party p latform  o f the 1969 

"war c ry ,"  Aruba fo r Arubans, reactivated Ashkenazic anxie ties . The 

"ghetto  s ta te  o f mind" (Wlrth 1928: 8) re-encapsulated the merchant 

group. Once again, I was excluded.
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NOTES

'in  consequence o f the I8 l3 “ l8 llf "War o f L iberation" from 
French dominance, France poured m illions  o f gold (francs) indemnities 
in to  Germany. For years "Germany speculated— bankers and cabdrivers 
a lik e "  in a grand commercial boom.

2
For instance, since Its  inception, the Is ra e li leg is la tu re  

(a  congeries of German and Eastern European Z io n is ts , L ib e ra ls , Con­
serva tives , Reform, and Orthodox Jews) has been engaged in v itu p era tive  
" in te rn a l w arfare ," only In te rm itte n tly  interrupted by "external 
w arfa re ."

^"This pale o f settlem ent v ir tu a lly  represents a ghetto w ith in  
a ghetto. . . While its  boundaries have varied , in 1905 i t  contained 
the follow ing fif te e n  d is tr ic ts :  Besserabia, V iln a , V itebsk, Vol-
hynia, Grodno, Yokaterinoslav, Kovno, Minsk, M oghilef, Podolia, 
Poltava, Taurida, Kherson, Charnigov, and Kiev. Within these 
d is t r ic ts ,  moreover, the Jewish settlements were re s tric te d  to 
the c it ie s  and town The regulations pertain ing  to the settlement 
o f  Jews prohibited them from liv in g  a t a l l  In the rest o f Russia, 
though at some time certa in  population groups were excepted, among 
them graduates from u n iv e rs itie s , merchants o f the f i r s t  g u ild , 
and p ro s titu tes" (Wirth 1928: 3,*0

**"The recru itin g  agents hired by the Kahal (Jewish community) 
o r its  'tru s te e s ', who received the nickname 'hunters' . . . 
hunted down /th e  escapee conscripts7 t r a i l in g  them everywhere. . . . 
In defauj_t o f a s u ffic ie n t number o f adu lts , l i t t l e  ch ild ren , who 
were /a n / easier 'catch ' were seized, often enough in v io la tio n  of 
the provision of the law. Even boys under the required age of 
tw elve, sometimes no more than e ight years o ld , were caught and 
o ffered  as conscripts a t the recru itin g  s ta tes , th e ir  age being 
misrepresented. The agent perpetrated incredib le  c ru e ltie s .
Houses were raided during the n ig h t, and children were torn from 
the arms of th e ir  mothers, or lured away and kidnapped. . . .
The unfortunate victim s who were drafted into the army and deported 
to  . . . fa r -o f f  regions were mourned by th e ir  re la tiv es  as dead." 
(Dubnow 1918 Vol I I :  23)

•*"That these outbursts were not spontaneous but planned and 
organized by higher-ups is obvious from the common pattern they 
pursued. The procedure was as follows: often before a pogrom
s ta rted  a rumor would spread through the town about coming dis­
orders scheduled fo r a p a rtic u la r  date. Alarmed, the Jews would 
ask the au th o rities  fo r protection . They would be to ld  to go home 
and reassured about th e ir  sa fe ty , but no steps were taken to fore­
s t a l l  the possible r io ts . Then on the appointed day there would 
appear a t the railway s ta tion  a band o f out-of-town hooligans under 
the leadership o f a l i te ra te  ringleader who had a prepared l i s t  o f
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Jewish homes and business establishments. Having fo r t i f ie d  them­
selves with liq u o r, the howling ru ffian s  would swoop down upon the 
Jewish q uarter, and there would fo llow  an orgy o f p il la g e , k i l l in g  
and lo o tin g ."  (Greenberg 1 9^ : 19)

g
"A common charge by the government was that Jews were the 

cause of widespread drunkenness among the peasants" (Greenberg \3kb'.
2 7 ). In the la te  1800s my paternal grandmother operated a "restaurant"  
on the o u tsk irts  of V ilna . Her p ro fits  from the food she cooked and 
served were meager, Her " re a l"  Income derived from the ( i l le g a l)  sale  
o f  vodka in false-bottom  glasses.

^Expulsion of Jewish merchants and storekeepers brought unfore­
seen consequences to the general population: "The s ilk  business fa ile d ,
massive unemployment plagued the metropolis" (Greenberg 1951: M ) .

8
Twenty o f the tw enty-five  Ashkenazic merchants who presently  

co n stitu te  the "Jewish community" emigrated from Russia, Poland, and 
L i thuania.

^Between 1929 and 1932 ownership o f the Lago company had passed 
from the B ritis h  Equatorial Company to Pan American Petroleum Corpora­
tion to Standard O il Company o f Indiana to Standard O il Company of New 
Jersey.

'®The s ite  o f the abandoned country club (defunct since 1952) Is 
d ire c t ly  opposite the hotel s tr ip . In 1969, one month before the 
Curacao r io ts , representatives of a hotel syndicate approached one of 
the merchant-investors w ith an o ffe r  o f $500,000 fo r lease rights to  
the land. .Immediately a fte r  news of the r io t  reached the syndicate the 
o f fe r  was rescinded.

^The T iv o li Club, the f i r s t  Arubiano "exclusive" social club,
was and s t i l l  Is dominated by the Arends fam ily . Two years ago (1972)
they relaxed th e ir  exc lus ion ist policy to o ffe r  membership to an 
American couple (who had rented a house in Oranjestad from one of the 
most in flu e n tia l Arends fa m ilie s ).

As the guest o f th is  couple I was inv ited  In February 197** to  
jo in  the group fo r th e ir  pre-Carnival "jump-up" parade and party at 
Club Headquarters, Since I had previously met a few o f the Arends men 
when I was a guest lec tu re r fo r the Kiwanis and Rotary clubs, I received 
a most e ffu s ive  welcome— and was inv ited  to p a rtic ip a te  with them in 
th e ir  preparations fo r the elaborate f lo a t  they construct each year fo r  
the Grand Carnival parade. (They usually win f i r s t  p lace .)

12Notwithstanding this las t sentence, only two weeks before our
in te rv iew , the same informant had hosted an elaborate reception to cele­
b ra te  the Bar Mitzvah of his twin sons— catered by the Chinese h o te l- 
restauranteurs in St. Nicholas.

13I have not yet established (In  my own mind, that Is — because of 
the absence of recorded data, I can only in fe r  the actual beginnings of 
boundedness) whether the Arubans had e ffe c tiv e ly  begun to withdraw before
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or a fte r  the opening o f the country club. Thus I cannot determine 
whether the In t t la l  ethnic boundaries were constructed In d irec t 
response to emerging Aruban h o s t i l i ty  o r , a lte rn a tiv e ly , I f  confron­
ta tio n  w ith the f i r s t  lavish display o f Ashkenazic "conspicuous con­
sumption" stim ulated the Aruban withdrawal.

^Merchant "success" In the f i r s t  decades o f th e ir  business 
ventures was d ire c tly  expressed In terms o f conversion from one-door 
(approximately 30-foot s to re -fro n ts ) to three-door department stores.

The few merchants who arrived  In Aruba a fte r  1936 s t i l l  reside 
in  th e ir  "over-the-store" apartments. They blame th e ir  "poor cousin" 
status on the " fa c t"  (?) tha t " a l l  the good stores were taken by the 
tIme I got here,"

^Although the "best" homes and the choicer s ites  fo r homes fo r  
wealth Arubans and expatria tes have sh ifted  to the Malmok s tr ip  at 
the w esterly t ip  o f the is land , the Lieutenant Governor s t i l l  maintains 
h is  lavish residence in the K lip .

^1  find  i t  in te res tin g  th a t, whereas the Arubans "lump" to­
gether Sephardim and Ashkenazim as Jews in th e ir  h is to r ic a l represen­
ta tio n s , the Sephardim and Ashkenazim cherish th e ir  d is t in c t ly  "sep­
a ra te"  contributions to Curasao's h istory  and economy, and view each 
oth er w ith disdain.

^An exuberant Ashkenazic Hausfrau chuckled as she to ld  me of 
her stock response to prosely tiz ing  e ffo r ts  o f various church repre­
sentations: "From a chicken I cannot become a fis h !"



CHAPTER SIX

THE CHINESE

H is to rica l Background

The Chinese who migrated to the countries o f southeast Asia 

during the nineteenth century were in i t i a l l y  welcomed and w ell trea ted . 

By the e a rly  1900s, however, perception o f the inordinate prosperity  

o f  many o f the Chinese merchants a lte red  the a ttitu d e s  of th e ir  hosts 

and in turn a lte red  the status o f these immigrants. For instance, a 

pamphlet, w idely d is trib u te d  in Thailand^ re ferred  to the Chinese as 

the Jews o f the East;

/The author/' made the comparison between the Jews and the 
Chinese again and again. They were both m inority  peoples liv in g  
in foreign countries th a t did not always welcome them. Both 
peoples excelled in trade , both had th e ir  own culture  which they 
were anxious to preserve, and both peoples often had stronger 
lo y a lt ie s  to  th e ir  family_and race than to the countries in which 
they had s e ttle d . . . . /.They w ere / the greatest menace facing  
Thailand . . . worshipping Mammon, and being ready to l i e ,  rob, 
cheat, embezzle and k i l l  In the pursuit o f money. They were 
a lie n s  . . . owing th e ir  allegiance to a foreign government,_  
and unassimilable by the countries where they lived . . , . /They 
were7parasites on the Thai economy, buying l i t t l e  tha t was pro­
duced in Thailand, and draining o f f  wealth from the country to  
send home as remittances to  th e ir  fam ilies  in China.

I t  was said th a t the Chinese businessmen, acting together, 
could ruin a country, and tha t the natives of a country could 
not compete against Chinese s k i l l  in business combined w ith the 
low standard o f liv in g . (Mitchison 1961: 2k, 27)

I f  In southeast Asia the Chinese have incurred the kind o f d is -  

I ike h is to r ic a lly  d irected a t Jewish merchants in most countries, in 

Aruba they maintain a d is t in c t ly  d if fe re n t id e n tity  and image. There
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the Chinese segment constitutes a small frac tio n  o f the to ta l society: 

i t s  merchants, however, play a no less s ig n if ic a n t role than do the 

Ashkenazim. The Chinese are the r e ta il  and wholesale food merchants, 

restaurateurs, and saloon owners (who are also employers o f the pros-* 

t itu te s  assigned to the bars o f S t. N icholas). They are thus the p r i ­

mary purveyors o f v ita l  goods and services. Although the "a lien "  

o r ig in  o f the Chinese precludes th e ir  inclusion In the "Aruba fo r Arubans" 

so c ie ty , the group maintains a re la t iv e ly  p o s itive  image in the eyes 

o f  the Arubans.

Discussion o f the relevant tra d itio n s  and h is to ric a l "accidents" 

th a t shaped the values and o rien ta tio n  o f the Aruban Chinese w il l  pre­

cede my analysis o f the factors that account fo r the present status of 

the group. Because the home base o f the "creole" and "homeland"

Chinese was the province o f Kwantung, I w i l l  confine my h is to rica l 

synopsis to  southeastern China.

That the Chinese people have been viewed by unsophisticated  

Westerners as "one" rac ia l and national e n tity  p a rtly  stems from the 

exclusive nature o f e a rly  colonial contact w ith the port c it ie s  o f 

Canton and Hong Kong. T ra d it io n a lly , however, the southern Chinese 

were regarded w ith disdain by the " c u ltu ra lly  p riv ileg ed " northern 

Chinese,

/The emigrants to  southeast Asia and the Americas/ came mostly 
from the uneducated classes in China, and only a handful o f them 
in  the nineteenth century could read enough o f the complicated 
Chinese characters to le t  them fo llow  a Chinese book or newspaper.
They also came from a tra d it io n a lly  despised area. Southerners 
knew that many northerners,particular!y Peking men, looked down on 
them as too small and d e lic a te . Southern men, said northerners, 
came from an uncultured region without good arch itecture  or beauti­
fu l gardens—hardly Chinese a t a l l — ju s t the place to provide immi­
grants to barbarian countries. This meant that the despised
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southern peasant w ith no public position or esteem and no scholarly  
background to bind him to his country was readier than a northern 
scholar would have been to accept the customs o f a new country.
(M itchlson 1961: 37)

In to  the tw entieth century, mainland China has supported more 

than f i f t y  "m inority n a tio n a lit ie s "  (People's Republic term fo r ethnic  

groups). Desptte a l l  o f the attempts o f e a r l ie r  imperial regimes to  

amalgamate the ethnic groups, whether "by coercion or by sentim entali­

t ie s  o f fam ily a llia n ce "  (Chai Ch'u 1962: 41 ), the incorporation of 

"m inority  n a tio n a lit ie s "  continues to be paramount in Mao's Thoughts: 

"The u n ific a tio n  o f our country, the unity o f our people and the unity  

o f our various n a tio n a lit ie s — these are the basic guarantees o f the 

sure triumph o f our cause" (Mao 1957: 251).

Although the p o lit ic a l  structure o f the imperial governments in 

some ways fa c il i ta te d  physical and cu ltu ra l un iform ity , both through 

the recruitm ent o f c iv i l  service o f f ic ia ls  on the basis o f individual 

m erit rather than e l i t i s t  s ta tu s ,3 and because o f the absence o f In ­

te rn a l b arrie rs  to m igration, the class d is tin ctio n s  between chun-tzu 

(the  p o l i t ic a l ly  powerful n o b ility ) and hsiao jen ("small people" or 

commoners) nevertheless operated very much as caste barrie rs  to in te r ­

group m o b ility  and in teg ratio n .

Even w ith the m odification o f the Confucian chun-tzu/hsiao Jen 

p rin c ip le  tha t occurred toward the close o f the Chou dynasty (about 

249 B .C .)—w ith the collapse o f the feudal system, economic and socio­

p o l i t ic a l  m ob ility  remained lim ited . The d e fin itio n s  o f the separate 

ro les o f "mind-laborers" and of "body-laborers" s t i l l  re flec ted  the doc­

t r in e  o f Mencius: "Those who labor w ith th e ir  minds govern, those who 

labor w ith th e ir  strength are governed. Those who are governed serve;
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those who govern are served. This is the p rin c ip le  u n iversa lly  recog­

nized" (Chai Ch'u 1972: 7*0 . The "body-laborers" were now subdivided 

according to occupation as peasants, craftsmen, and merchants. The ideo­

lo g ic a lly  exalted (but economically depressed) peasants were likened to 

the root o f the s ta te  economy, whereas the merchants were only the
/ i

b ranches.

Although the "exalted" body laborers had l i t t l e  chance of 

achieving social and p o lit ic a l m o b ility , th e ir  local v illag es  were v i r ­

tu a lly  autonomous. The chain o f adm in istrative  command descended from 

centra l government adm inistrators who relayed orders o f the emperor,

(who was "The Son o f Heaven,*9 to v illa g e  headmen (nominated by the v i l ­

lage residents and confirmed by d is t r ic t  m agistrates. Regional head­

men conferred on the m erits o f the order and, i f  they reached consensus, 

transm itted the d e ta ils  to the v illa g e  leaders.

Im p eria lly  appointed chun-tzu (s c h o la r-o ff ic ia is ) acted as 

buffers  between the central adm inistration and the v illa g e  leaders. 

V illag ers  were free  from imperial and central bureaucratic in te r fe r ­

ence as long as they paid th e ir  a llo tte d  taxes and "kept the peace."

Even the v illa g e  leaders (re t ire d  chun-tzu)maintalned an a lo o f in d if ­

ference to  v illa g e  a f fa ir s ,  p a rtly  because the chun-tzu were d e lib e r­

a te ly  re tire d  to v illa g es  fa r  from th e ir  natal homes so as to  obviate  

possible "c o n flic ts  o f in te re s t."

In 1931 the N a tio n a lis t government attempted to end the auto­

nomy o f the v illa g e s  by replacing the v illa g e  leaders w ith pao tsun 

(ch ie fs  who were d ire c tly  appointed by central government adm inistra­

to rs ) ,  By introducing a modified version o f the eleventh century pao 

chia system, which required that the peasant post on th e ir  doors



122

d e ta ile d  biographical l is ts  o f a l l  household residents, the N a tio n a lis t 

government hoped to  fa c i l i t a te  the recruitment o f peasants to  f ig h t  

the communist g u e rilla s . Under the new system ten households were 

grouped In to  a p e i, ten pei In to  a chi a, ten chi a forming a pao.

Chi a members were held responsible fo r each o ther's  conduct and were 

required to  denounce v io la to rs  o f the law to the pao tsun.

By the mid'-1930s the peasantry had reacted predictably to th is  

unwelcome imposition o f au th o rita rian  ru le , and th e ir  resentment engen­

dered by the loss o f v illa g e  autonomy extended to a general ag ita tio n  

and d issa tis fac tio n  w ith the N a tio n a lis t "reform" program. Communist 

promises o f an equalization  o f agrarian resources and of the return of 

"power to the People" received welcoming support from large numbers o f 

disgruntled  peasants.

The fa ilu re  o f the pao chi a system large ly  derived from its  

contrad iction  w ith the tra d itio n a l emphasis on "proper" social re la ­

tio n s , Con fue l an p rinc ip les  o f " r ig h t re la tions" between human beings 

were incompatible w ith the demands o f pao chi a :

In the course o f centuries , the Chinese have developed many 
in s titu tio n s  and customs to conserve and perpetuate socie ty , to 
give jo in t  protection to in d iv id u a ls , and to strengthen proper 
re la tionsh ips  among the people. , . , In China there are f iv e  
tra d it io n a l social re la tionsh ips— governmental, p aren ta l, conjugal, 
f r a te r n a l,  and that o f friendsh ip . Out o f these fiv e  re la tio n ­
sh ips, three concern the fam ily: the remaining two, although not
fa m ilia l re la tionsh ips , can be conceived in terms o f fam ily .
(Chai Ch'u 1961: 79)

The pao chi a system, then, con flic ted  w ith tra d itio n a l basic moral ob­

lig a tio n s  "which made i t  very hard fo r one v il la g e r  to  report another 

v il la g e r 's  bad behavior to a government au thority  or to an outsider"  

(Chai Ch'u 1969: 150).
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The famMy, central to the development o f an in d iv id u a l's  

duties  and re s p o n s ib ilit ie s , provides the model fo r a l l  social re la ­

tionships:

Mutual a ffec tio n  f i r s t  arises out o f the fam ily , and then 
extends to  the community. In other words, a ffec tio n  manifests 
i t s e l f  in d iffe re n t degrees o f in te n s ity . From a ffe c tio n  arises  
an appropriate a ttitu d e  in a given moral s itu a tio n , which one 
person assumed as reciprocal duty to the other;' Thus fo r the 
parents, the appropriate a ttitu d e  is kindness; fo r the children  
f i l i a l  p ie ty ; fo r the brother, f ra te rn ity ;  and fo r the married 
couple, f id e l i t y .  .E th ic a l re la tionsh ip  is indeed a re la tio n ­
ship o f a f f i l ia t io n  and the appropriate a ttitu d es  th a t go with  
i t .  I t  is through the genuine fu lf i l lm e n t  o f the e th ica l re la ­
tionships that e x is t in the fam ily that the fu lf i l lm e n t o f other 
re la tionsh ips  in the e n tire  community Is brought about. . . .
/  \J  t  is fam ily a ffec tio n  that binds together a l l  social re la tio n ­
sh ips , and hence is  the basic u n it o f a l l  social re lationsh ips. 
(Chai Ch'u 1969: 82)

Freedman (1958, in his discussion o f the tra d itio n a l Chinese 

fam ily  and lineage u n its , supports those social analysts who re jec t 

the commonly held notion that the " jo in t  fam ily" was the norm in 

Chinese social organization (see, fo r  example, Hsu 1943 and Lang 1946).

The req u is ite  resources fo r the support " . . . o f a jo in t  

fam ily  o f e ld e r ly  parents, two married sons w ith th e ir  w ives, and 

fo u r children in the next generation were only ava ilab le  to w e ll- to -  

do fam ilies" (Freedman 1958: 1 9 ) . Although the ru le  of v ir ip a tr i lo c a l  

residence brought c o lla te ra l women into the household, the co n flic ts  

occasioned by the tra d itio n a l vesting o f equal property rights  in the 

sons

. . , tended to p u ll the component elementary fam ilies  in a jo in t  
establishm ent apart. The head o f a household holds its  property 
in  tru s t; (the disposition o f major landholdings dependent on the 
consensus o f a l l  male trustees) his control o f i t  did not o b lite r ­
a te  the Individual rights  o f the men under his hand. The jun ior  
men might be powerless to exercise th e ir  independent rights during 
the head's l ife t im e , but these rights  were la ten t and were apt to  
f in d  expression in bickering over the a llo ca tio n  o f domestic duties
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and p riv ile g e s . The strength o f the insistence in Confucian eth ics  
on the s o lid a r ity  o f brothers was matched by the pressure forcing  
them apart. (Freedman 1962: 22)

Peasant fam ilies  o f Kwantung province generally  s p l i t  in to  

Ism a il fam ily" groupings a f te r  the death o f the household head. The 

equal rights  o f the sons to shares in the land and assets .o f the de­

ceased fa th er (except fo r  the "extra  portion" /re s p o n s ib ility  fo r the 

maintenance o f the fam ily 's  ancestral sh rin e / awarded to the e ld est 

son) fa c il i ta te d  the fiss io n  o f jo in t  fam ily households. Once the 

e s ta te  was d iv ided, the ensuing c o n flic ts  between brothers (and th e ir  

wives) over ind ividual re sp o n s ib ilit ie s  and duties could best be re­

solved by the assertion o f individual r ig h ts , tha t is ,  by the d iv is ion  

o f  the household in to  independent economic u n its .

Yet a t the same tim e, newly separated households were a t least 
p o te n tia lly  members o f one ancestor-worshipping u n it in re la tio n  
to recent forbears, and some forms o f ad hoc economic cooperation 
might be in s titu te d  between them. (Freedman 1958: 23)

The formal rupture o f large household units in to  th e ir  conjugal compo­

nents thus did not necessarily  provoke a sharp transformation from 

"involvement to ind iffe rence" (Freedman 1958: 23 ).

Adherence to the ideal o f the jo in t  fam ily  household was only 

fe a s ib le  fo r w e ll-to -d o  merchants and landowners. Their extensive land­

holdings and cap ita l resources could support large-scale  a g ric u ltu ra l 

e n te rp ris e s , expensive education fo r sons, p lu ra l marriages fo r fa ther  

and sons, and the numerous o ffsp rin g  o f these marriages. Most peasant 

fa m ilie s , on the other hand, could barely survive (with th e ir  scanty re­

s o u r c e s )^  period ic  v ic issitudes o f flood and famine, and they frequently  

had to resort to delayed marriages and female in fa n tic id e  (or re linqu ish­

ment o f daughters to wealthy adoptive parents). Thus i t  was only the
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wealthy who could a ffo rd  to maintain the gentry ideal o f jo in t  fam ily  

households

In contrast to the primacy o f the father-son re la tionsh ip  in

jo in t  households, most peasant fam ilies  stressed the husband-wife t ie .

Notwithstanding the w ife 's  economic and domestic contribution to the

maintenance o f the conjugal u n it , the p o lit ic a l  and social status o f

women re flec ted  the agnatic p rin c ip le  which d ic ta ted :

A boy is born facing in; a g ir l  is born facing out, . . .
Although there appears to  have been some regional varia tio n  in 
the nature o f the control over women exercised by those who had 
given b rid e -p rice  fo r them, i t  is c lea r that the legal rights  
vested in the fam ilies  from which women married were very few.
Once married a woman v is ite d  her o rig in a l fam ily as a kind of 
guest and, a t least in theory, only w ith the permission of her 
husband's people. (Freedman 1962: 31)

Although a woman earned increased power and greater recognition when 

she bore ch ild ren , she was never completely assim ilated in to  her hus­

band's group. She retained her own surname, which excluded her lin ea l 

in s crip tio n  o f his fam ily ta b le ts . Her u ltim ate status coincided with  

her death, when she was buried in her husband's grave. A widow could 

remarry only w ith  the permission o f her husband's fam ily . A young 

w ife  was also a c a ta ly t ic  agent, her presence promoting the f is s i le  

tensions that ended only w ith the " s p lit t in g "  o f economic fam ily un its .

W ithin the agnatic c o n ste lla tio n , the wu fu p rin c ip le  overrode 

tsu (lineage) concerns in certa in  s itu a tio n s : "although i t  /th e  wu fu7

owns no property and is  re la t iv e ly  impermanent and re la t iv e ly  informal 

in  organization , its  members have recognized ob ligations to one another" 

(Hu Hsien-Chin 1948; 17). Each member was required to attend a l l  wu-fu 

ceremonies, p a r tic u la r ly  fam ily funera ls , and to be a va ilab le  to mediate 

ch ia  disputes. An in d iv id u a l's  wi£ fu included a l l  o f the people w ith whom
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he maintained intim ate s o c ia l, p o l i t ic a l ,  and economic re la tionsh ips .^  

One could not marry w ith in  the vw fu (who were generally  people o f the 

same surname) and, according to the cod ified  Ch'ing law, an individual 

was not required to disclose the crimes or offences of his w£ fu fam ily .

Ancestor worship a t the domestic shrine d iffe re d  from r itu a l in 

the ancestral h a ll not only because a man had more intim ate tie s  w ith  

recen tly  departed re la tiv e s  o f the elementary household, but also be­

cause o f the s p ec ific  ob ligatio n  he owned to deceased members o f his  

close fam ily .

The survivor sought to provide the dead w ith the m aterial 
comforts— housing, money, c lo th ing , and food—which they continued 
to  need in the other world, . . .  In th e ir  turn the ancestors par­
t ic ip a te d  in the fe s t iv i t ie s  o f the home . . . gave advice on im­
po rtan t matters , , . and used whatever powers they might have in 
the other world to bring benefits  to those they had le f t  on earth . 
When personal knowledge and a ffe c tio n  fo r  the dead began to fade, 
the ancestors were beginning to move forward to  the boundary o f the 
domestic shrine. (Freedman 1962: 84)

The Intimacy o f an in d iv id u a l's  concern w ith his immediate, 

domestic ancestors, in contrast to  the impersonal devotion he paid fo r  

ancestors beyond the th ird  ascending generation, also re fle c ts  hid d i f ­

fe re n t ia l personal involvement w ith  chi a and w ith  tsu k in . Analogously, 

although women were tra d it io n a lly  barred from ancestral h a lls  (because 

o f  th e ir  loss o f agnatic a f f i l i a t io n ) ,  they remained the central figures  

in  domestic worship r itu a ls .

The women cared fo r the domestic shrines and probably carried  out 
the ordinary d a ily  r ite s  o f lig h tin g  incense, C erta in ly , i f  the 
behaviour o f overseas Chinese is any guide, i t  was the women who 
had prime charge o f the ancestors in the home, remembering th e ir  
death-dates and praying to them in need, (Freedman 1962: 85)

Ancestor worship, a lb e it  a s ig n if ic a n t feature o f Chinese r e l i ­

gious concern, comprised but one segment o f the e th ic a l-re lig io u s  

G e s ta lt,
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The Chinese word fo r re lig io n  is Chiao which means teaching or 
a system o f teaching. To teach people to believe in a p a rtic u la r  
d e ity  is  a chiao; but to  teach them how to behave toward other men 
is  also a chiao. . . . / j 7 hc Chinese peoplejnake no d is tin c tio n  
between /anim ism?, the th e ls t ic  re lig ions ,/A ncestor worship/ and 
the more purely moral teaching o f th e ir  sages. Therefore the term 
Chiao is  applied to Buddhism, Taoism, Mohammedanism, as w ell as 
Confucianism. , . . They are a l l  systems o f moral teaching. Teach­
ing a moral l i f e  is the essential th ing; and the "ways o f the gods" 
are merely one o f the possible means o f sanctioning that teaching.
(Hu Shih 1934: 79)

Somehwat a t odds w ith the e th ica l and moral p rin c ip les  embedded 

in  the Chinese ideology, which mandates devotion to fam ily over s e lf -  

in te re s t , is the tra d itio n a l and widespread indulgence in opium smoking 

and in gambling. The contradictions inherent in the Chinese reliance  

on opium to " re tre a t in to  a s tate  where c o n flic t w ith the environment is  

reduced" (Hsu 1953: 61) are not d ire c tly  addressed in the l ite ra tu re .

Some h istorians (see, fo r example, Tsiang 1967, Yang 1945) explain the 

tra d it io n a l use o f the poppy d eriva tive  in terms o f its  pain-reducing  

function; others (Hsu 1953, Lafourette 1965, Franke 1967) to ta l ly  d is­

cla im  the widespread use o f opium p r io r  to its  nineteenth century in -
O

troduction by B ritis h  and Portuguese fac to rs .

In re fu ta tio n  of Francis Hsu's statement that "opium was in tro ­

duced in to  China a t the beginning o f the nineteenth century . . .  by 

the British"(Hsu 1953: 5 6 ), Immanuel Hsu (1970) states:

The opium poppy was f i r s t  introduced into  China by the Arabs 
and the Turks in the la te  7th or e arly  8th century. . . . /A t f i r s t  
used/ c h ie fly  as medicine or to re lie v e  pain and reduce tension, 
opium smoking fo r pleasure was unknown u n til much la te r . . . .
( J T  practice  spread in the 16601 s to  Fukien and Kwantung. . . .  I t  
ra p id ly  became a fad w ith the le isu re  classes, and before long even 
the poor took i t  up. The demand fo r opium led to increased foreign  
im portation and to native  c u ltiv a tio n  in Szechwan, Yunan, Fukien . . . 
and Kwantug. From a moral concern, Emperor Yung-Cheng prohibited  
the sale and smoking o f opium in 1729, and Emperor Chia-Ch'lng out­
lawed its  importation and c u ltiv a tio n  in 1796. (Hsli 1970: 215)
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In 1773, S in o -B ritish  trading re la tio n sh ip s , heretofore much 

more lu cra tive  fo r China than fo r England,were transformed with the 

e n try  o f the East India Company in to  the opium trade. The Company 

established a monopoly over the c u ltiv a tio n  o f the poppy in India and 

i t s  d is tr ib u tio n  in China. Because o f the eighteenth century imperial 

e d ic t that prohib ited the sale o f opium in China, the East India Com­

pany took pains to disengage from " o f f ic ia l"  t r a f f i c ,

. . .  by leaving its  d is tr ib u tio n  to the country /B r it is h 7  ships 
which sa iled  under the Company's license, . . . Thus the East 
In d ia  Company perfected the technique o f growing opium cheaply 
and abundantly in In d ia , while piously disowning I t  in China.
Legally  and o f f ic ia l l y ,  i t  was not involved in the i l l i c i t  trade.
(Hsu 1970: 215)

By 1938 the d e f ic i t  o f s ilv e r  inflow  ($18,000,000) worth o f 

opium was Imported, as against $17,000,000 worth o f s i lk  and tea exported) 

so angered Chinese o f f ic ia ls  tha t they demanded an immdiate end to opium 

t r a f f i c .  The B ritis h  government's answer to the ultimatum was to w ith - 

draw the trade monopoly i t  had granted to the East India Company and to  

enact a "free  trade" resolution . In e f fe c t ,  the appointment o f W illiam  

Napier as ch ie f superintendent o f the B ritis h  trade in China only"sub- 

s t itu te d  o f f ic ia l  re la tio n s  . . . fo r p riva te  re la tio n s" (Hsii 1970: 220). 

The B ritis h  factors in China became even more propserous w ith th e ir  le g i­

tim iza tio n  by the B ritis h  government.^

In 1839 Commissioner Lin o f Canton ordered the confiscation of 

over 20,000 chests o f opium stored In B ritis h  fa c to ries . When the fac ­

to rie s  gave his order only token compliance, Lin "ordered the stoppage 

o f  trade, the withdrawal o f Chinese compradores and servants, and the 

siege o f /a J  B ritis h  factory" (Hsii 1970: 228). This ushered in the 

f i r s t  phase o f the Opium War. In re ta lia t io n  against L in 's  " p ira t ic a l  

a c t ,"  Chief Superintendent E l l io t  urged the Foreign O ffice  to dispatch
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a m ilita ry  and naval force to e ffe c t  a to ta l blockage o f the ports o f 

Canton and Ningpo.^

In 1842, a f te r  a series o f "unsatisfactory" o ffe rs  o f concessions 

by the Chinese, o f f ic ia l  h o s t i l i t ie s  ended w ith the signing of the Treaty  

o f Nanking, in terms o f which the Chinese government agreed to

1. An indemnity o f $21,000,000: $12,000,000 fo r m ilita ry  expenses,
$6,000,000 fo r the opium destroyed by Commissioner L in , and 
$3,000,000 fo r  the repayment o f hong merchants1 debts to B ritis h  
traders. . . .

3. Opening o f f iv e  ports to  trade and residence of B ritis h  consuls 
and merchants and th e ir  fam ilies .

4 . Cession o f Hong Kong (a barren Island in 1840),
/The Chinese te x t o f the tre a ty  euphem istically states th at the 
Emperor graciously grants a place o f rest^ and "storage" to the 
B ritis h  a f te r  th e ir  long voyage to ChlnV (Hsii 1972: 237)

By 1807 B ritis h  dominance over China's economy was c lea r: 841 o f 

shipping, 34% o f cotton-yarn spinning, and 100% o f iron production were 

under th e ir  contro l; and 93% o f China's railways were foreign-owned.

By the second decade o f the twentieth century, "the scope o f foreign  

In fluence was as wide as the modern sector o f  Chinese economy, which 

had been reduced to ' semi -colon i a l ( H s i i  1970: 523).

The severe imbalance in the cooper-silver exchange, caused by 

the continuing diminution o f Chinese exports, caused a disastrous de­

c lin e  in the value of a common laborer's  wages. Finding i t  impossible 

to  support his fam ily , a man resorted to loans from usurers, which in­

volved him in s p ira llin g  and unpayable debt. Peasant fam ilies  suffered  

as w e ll.  By the mid-|840s the decreasing s ize  o f individual land-holdings 

(fragmented each generation in to  sm aller mou (1 /6  acre p a rce ls ), so 

lim ite d  a peasant's production that he could no longer feed his fam ily . 

Thousands o f farmers sold th e ir  mou inheritances to become tenants of 

th e ir  chi a landlors. By mid-nineteenth century, the increasing concen­

tra t io n  o f land in the hands o f the wealthy gentry le f t
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. . . 60% to 90% of the people /w ith /  no land a t a l l .  The l i f e  
o f  the landless peasant was wretched. He had to pay 50% o f the 
y ie ld  fo r rent; and as the rent was not paid in kind but In com­
muted money, In the process o f commutation usually another 30% 
was lev ied . . . .

Many displaced and unemployed peasants d r if te d  to the c it ie s  
as p orters , dockhands, and s a ilo rs , w hile others went abroad to 
seek a new l i f e ,  and s t i l l  others became id le rs , rascals and 
bandits . Had there been large-scale  Industries in China a t the 
tim e , these surplus persons might have found th e ir  way in to  pro­
ductive channels, but unfortunately there were no such industries , 
and the jobless became a source o f unrest In the society . (Hsii 1970: 
2 72)

i t  was during th is  m id-nineteenth century period o f economic and 

socia l depression tha t large numbers o f Canton and Hong Kong landless 

farmers and jobless laborers le f t  China fo r the countries o f southeast
I o

Asia, A u s tra lia , and the Americas, That such massive emigration out 

o f China did not occur u n til the pressures o f overpopulation, underem­

ployment, famine, and consequent in ternal reb ellio n  made l i f e  in the 

homeland in to le rab le  fo r thousands of peasants and common laborers, 

can only be explained in terms o f "the attachment o f the average 

Chinese to  his native  so il and v il la g e , his strong kin t ie s ,  /andJ  

duties  with regard to  the ancestor c u lt"  (Skinner 19 *̂7: 123)• ^

July 14, 1843> s ignalled  the o f f ic ia l  entry o f the B ritis h  West 

In d ia  Company in to  the Chinese "coolie  contract" trade. The Company's 

decision to  import Chinese laborers followed the urgent requests o f 

B r it is h  Guianese planters fo r a new source of inexpensive labor to re­

place the emancipated black slaves and the East Indian workers who had 

completed the terms o f th e ir  indenture. During the p rio r decade, thou­

sands of Chinese had been " s a t is fa c to r ily "  Introduced to p lantation  

labor In the S tra its  settlem ents. The Company agreed w ith the p lan te rs ,

. . . that the introduction o f Chinese coolies would probably have 
a b e tte r e ffe c t on the emancipated negroes than the introduction of 
any other race. They would set them an example o f continuous and
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industrious ap p lica tio n . Present p o lit ic a l  considerations in 
China (which made emigration w ithout o f f ic ia l  consent i l le g a l)  made
i t  necessary to  l im it  the ports o f embarkation to the S tr a it
Settlem ents. Therefore any Chinese coolies engaged fo r  the West 
Indian colonies would have already found th e ir  way to the S tra its  

ports /m ainly S ingapore/ . . . (Campbell 1923: 89)

Secretary o f State Lord Stanley attempted to design a " fa i r  

contract" fo r  the Chinese laborers; he thus had to address the problem 

o f the exc lus ive ly  male nature o f Chinese em igration. "Recognizing that 

tra d it io n  bound women to th e ir  ancestral v illa g e s "  (Campbell 1923: 9 0 ),

he suggested that the contracts be lim ited  to f iv e  years, and that the

co o lie  should be allowed to rescind his contract a f te r  a rr iv a l in the 

colony, i f  he f e l t  that the contract terms o f the labor conditions were 

unjust. The West India Company objected to the "power o f immediate te r ­

m ination" clause. Lord Stanley e ffec ted  a compromise, s ta tin g  that the 

contract would be ob ligatory  fo r s ix  months a f te r  emigration and that 

p r io r  term ination o f the contract would require the coolie to pay fo r  

h is  tran s fe r home. At the end of each year o f serv ice , the contract 

laborer would have the option o f continuing o r rescinding the contract.

Whatever the destination o f the coolies under contract, the 
method o f th e ir  recruitm ent was e s s e n tia lly  the same. "A t r i f l e  
advanced to give th e ir  hungriness food, a s u it o f clothes to 
cover th e ir  nud ity , a d o lla r  or two fo r  th e ir  fa m ilie s , and can­
didates in abundance are found fo r transportation to any foreign  
lan d ."  The common designation o f the system was "the buying and 
s e llin g  o f p ig s ."  (Campbell 1923: 3^-35)

B ritis h  firm s , engaged by associations o f West Indian employers, 

h ire d  recru ite rs  to " lu re"  coolies in to  "barracoons" (p ig-pens). The 

promise o f large gambling p ro fits  to  o ffs e t debt-bondage persuaded thou­

sands o f Chinese to bet the "possession of th e ir  person" against freedom 

from debt.
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The fraudulent methods o f recruitm ent, the shortage o f food and 
w ater provided by mercenary agents, the harsh treatment not in­
frequently  meted out by captain and crew on the long voyages across 
the P a c ific  . . .  or across the Indian and A tla n tic  to Cuba (and 
the other Caribbean islands) occasioned, not seldom, r io t  . . . 
murder . . . and high m o rta lity . (Campbell 1923: 97)

The p lan te rs , generally  s a tis fie d  w ith the "industrious" Chi­

nese laborers, urged the Company to  step up its  imports:

Their physical endurance was superior to that o f the East Indian 
indentured laborers, although , . . /T o r those Chinese who became 
I l ] 7  th e ir  resistance to  medical treatment by European doctors 
retarded th e ir  recovery— "Me no lik e  English doctor; he wash out 
my inside a l l  same as one teacup." (Campbell 1923: 106)

In 1856 the Dutch entered th is  recruitment trade when they found 

the Javanese and East Indian immigrant laborers on the Surinam polder 

farms to be not only unsatisfactory but also resis tan t and troublesome 

(see M a le f i j t  1963).

Campbell notes that the Chinese imported as contract laborers 

in  the mid-nineteenth century, w hile they were characterized by th e ir  

co lo n ia l employers as "valuable labourers . , , in te llig e n t  . . . inde­

pendent and order-loving" (Campbell 1923: 160), nevertheless made no 

" d is t in c t  impression" on the social h is tory  o f the colonies. She ex­

p la in s  th is  as a consequence o f the Chinese view that th e ir  employment 

was "temporary." Although most o f these immigrants did not in fa c t re­

turn  to th e ir  homeland a f te r  completion o f th e ir  terms o f contract, many 

believed they would return "home" even tu a lly , w ith money and g if ts  to 

"reward the patience and f id e l i t y  o f th e ir  fam ilies" (Campbell 1923:

160), an a ttitu d e  that obviously a ffected  the degree to which they were 

w ill in g  to try  to  in tegrate themselves with the host society .

Despite (o r perhaps p a rtly  because o f) the fac t th a t many o f these 

Chinese did not fee l impelled to  commit themselves wholly to the West
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Indian societies in which they were now working, in general they appear 

to  have made a successful "adaptation" to the Caribbean experience, I 

b elieve  that an important reason fo r th is  is that the Chinese who emi­

grated to the Americas in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries came 

mainly from the British-dom inated port c it ie s  o f Canton and Hong Kong,

Such immigrants faced a re-adjustment to an already understood colonial 

s itu a tio n  of master-servant e x p lo ita tio n ; they did not have to deal 

w ith  novel demands in a to ta l ly  a lien  context, Obviously, fo r  those 

Chinese who came in the twentietch century to Aruba a fte r  a staging 

period in Surinam or B ritis h  Guiana, adaptation was even more e as ily  

achieved.

The Chinese in Aruba 

The re la t iv e ly  fa c ile  adjustment made by such Chinese emigrants 

to  the Aruban condition derived not from a benevolent Dutch colonial 

ideology or regime, but from the greater influence that the Lago Oil 

Company in Aruba exerted on island p o licy . Because Lago, in e f fe c t ,  

dominated the local government's decisions and practices (o v e rtly  u n til  

a f te r  World War I I ,  and since then more covertly  but no less e f fe c t iv e ly ) ,  

i t  became "government" policy to a fford  the same status to the Chinese 

th a t i t  gave to a l l  o f Lago's wage-earning workers. For the Chinese, 

th is  status was considerably higher than they had previously known, 

Moreover, the piecemeal pattern o f th e ir  settlement (as only small num­

bers o f Chinese a rrived  w ith in  any one year) perm itted them to ease into  

ra th e r than to innundate the island society . Relevant in th is  respect is 

B unze ll's  discussion o f the d iffe re n t kinds o f treatment afforded over­

seas Chinese around the world:
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What happened to  a l l  o f the /se7  aggregates of Chinese depended on 
the in terac tio n  o f a number o f variables including the rates o f 
m igration and to ta l number o f migrants, the re la tiv e  sizes o f  
Chinese and host populations, the e thn ic  background o f the migrants, 
the ways in which they made th e ir  liv in g s  in the new lo ca le , and 
the p o lit ic a l  and social s tructure  o f the receiving society.
(B unze ll 1958: 60)

The f i r s t  few Chinese to s e t t le  in Aruba were crew members o f

British-owned o il transport vessels. When, in 1927, ownership o f the

o i l  transport company passed from a B ritis h  to an American company and

the B ritis h  vessels were withdrawn, several o f the Chinese sa ilo rs
1 h"jumped ship" to stay in Aruba and work fo r Lago. In the la te  1920s 

a second group, o f approximately twenty "creole" Chinese, a rrived  from 

Surinam to work as cooks fo r Lago construction crews and maintenance 

men. As one of my o lder informants reminisced;

Some of my friends who worked in Paramaribo /c a p ita l o f Surlnan^ 
went around the farms and v illa g e s  to encourage us to lis te n  to  
the people who had come from Aruba to o ffe r  us jobs. They said we 
would earn much more money and we would have more free  time to 
enjoy ourselves. Anything seemed b e tte r to us than working on farms 
where we had nothing le f t  over a f te r  we fin ished paying the company 
store  and sent a l i t t l e  back to  our homeland fam ilies .

For the f i r s t  ten years a fte r  th e ir  a rr iv a l in Aruba, these 

young bachelors cooked and served three meals a day to re fin e ry  workers 

and (in  a separate dining room) to exp a tria te  foremen and supervisors.

A ctually  we worked about 15 hours a day because we had to be up 
before dawn to s ta r t  preparing fo r 6 o 'c lock breakfast. A fte r  the 
5:30 dinner we had to wash and clean the dining h a lls , kitchen and 
barracks— i t  took u n til about 10 a t n ig h t. S t i l l ,  i t  was eas ier  
than the work we did in Surinam, and there was no problem in getting  
food, since we could have the left~overs from each meal. Also, no­
body treated us bad and we had money to  send homeand some le f t  over 
fo r  gambling.

By the la te  1930s most o f the Lago workers were housed in small 

bungalows: Lago needed fewer cooks and accordingly dismissed a l l  but a

few o f them. Those men who had managed to accrue some cap ita ) opened
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small cafe teria -sa loons , rum shops, or groceries in S t. Nicholas.

Others sought d iffe re n t employment in the Lago re fin ery  complex’—as 

time-keepers and machine-shop operators. By th is  time the Chinese 

population had been augmented by over f i f t y  Trin idadian Chinese and by 

several Hong Kong and Canton men whose emigration was financed by re la ­

t iv e s  in Aruba. Many of the Trin idadian Chinese, however, le f t  Aruba 

in  the 1950s when approximately two thousand "non-essential" personnel 

were dismiseed. Lacking n a tu ra liza tio n  papers and being unable to fin d  

p ro fita b le  employment they were unable to re ta in  th e ir  working papers. 

Along w ith over a thousand West Indians, these Chinese returned to th e ir  

"home" islands.

The 1948 census fig u re  o f 271 Chinese did not re f le c t the true  

s iz e  o f the Chinese segment o f the population before the massive " la y ­

o f f "  period (in  1952) because "creole" Chinese were o f f ic ia l ly  reg is ­

tered  by the immigration department as "nationals" o f th e ir  islands 

o f  embarkation and therefore were not counted as C h inese.^  My 

Chinese informants believe the present (1973) s ize  o f the group to be 

about 500, Their estimates are based on the membership ro lls  o f the 

Chinese Club, (The figure  o f 500 is based on the 160 adult members, 

w ith  3 to 4 children per couple— only one "extended fam ily ,"  which I 

w i l l  discuss la te r  In th is  section , does not belong to the c lu b .)

That 80% o f the present Chinese population is Roman Catholic not 

only  re fle c ts  the t ra d it io n a lly  e c le c tic  a ttitu d es  o f these people toward 

re lig io u s  a f f i l i a t io n ,  but is also exp licab le  in terms o f th e ir  pragmatic 

response to the demographic exigencies o f the 1930s. Into the f i r s t  two 

decades o f the twentieth century, the long-standing reluctance o f Chinese
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fa m ilie s  to permit emigration o f th e ir  wed and unwed daughters precluded

arrangements between overseas and homeland Chinese:

I t  was supposed th a t the w ife 's  presence in the home v illa g e  meant 
th a t the young man must eventually  return to China, and before he 
returned he would send regular remittances home to  support his  
fa m ily . . . . Many young men, from fam ilies  who could not afford  
wedding expenses, emigrated unmarried. Others looked fo r a tern* 
porary or a second w ife  in th e ir  new countries. (Michison 1961: 36)

Notwithstanding the p a ra lle l reluctance o f Aruban fam ilies  to give

th e ir  daughters in marriage to non-Arubans, many Chinese-Aruban weddings

were celebrated in to  the 1950s.

M a le f i j t 's  (1963) account o f the ra tio n a liza tio n s  offered  by 

the Javanese o f Surinam fo r "outside" marriages is also re levant here:

Of the more feas ib le  marriages outside the Javanese group, the 
Chinese were by fa r  the most desirab le . The Javanese image o f 
Chinese men was often expressed by s ta tin g  that they are "dangerous" 
people. But the connotation o f th is  term is by no means negative. 
To be "dangerous" means to be daring, bold, venturesome, courageous: 
c h ara c te ris tic s  to be admired, more so because these are not among 
the most outstanding features o f the Javanese themselves. Through 
these a ttr ib u te s  the Chinese were very successful in business. . . .

Javanese informants enterta ined the b e lie f  th a t "in  the c ity "  
a great number o f Chinese made a good liv in g  by secretly  operating  
gambling houses, opium dens, or brothels. A ll in a l l  the Chinese 
were considered to be good providers. Moreover, there was a fo lk  
b e l ie f  tha t the conjugal union of a Chinese man w ith a Javanese 
woman is very f e r t i l e ,  so that many children may be expected. . . . 
(M a le f l j t  1963: 118)16

A lb e it M a le f i j t 's  characterization  o f the Javanese as a gentle , 

passive people (and strongly res is tan t to  change) coincides w ith the 

p erso n a lity  stereotype a ttr ib u te d  to the Aruban, I do not suggest an 

absolute id e n tity  o f ra tio n a liza tio n  fo r  in te r -ra c ia l marriage in the 

two so c ie ties . However, I believe that in both instances the "indus- 

triousness" o f the Chinese immigrants, as w ell as th e ir  "e x o tic ,"  non­

threatening image, made them more desirable marriage partners than the

"black" West Indian immigrants.
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Although the f i r s t  group o f Chinese to marry Aruban g ir ls  re­

ta ined th e ir  Buddhist or Protestant re lig ious  a f f i l ia t io n s ,  the c h il­

dren of these interm arriages were baptized as Roman Catholics, Thus 

the set o f circumstances that causedthe o ffspring  o f nineteenth cen­

tu ry  Sephardic-Aruban marriages to  become Roman Catholic a lso a ffe c ted , 

in  the 1930s, the Chinese-Aruban ch ildren .

In the twenties and th ir t ie s  o f th is  century most fam ilies  in 
China fo r the f i r s t  time allowed wives to  migrate w ith th e ir  hus­
bands, or to Join already established husbands or fiances. Most 
o f  the . . . governments welcomed the Chinese women and allowed 
them in on more generous quotas than were applied to Chinese men.
The argument was that unmarried Chinese men led an unnatural 
l i f e ,  . . .  i t  was hoped that more Chinese fam ily l i f e  would cut 
down on Chinese men's crimes o f v io lence, opium smoking and 
gambling. (Mitchison 1961: 42)17

The Aruban Chinese began to import wives from Hong Kong during 

the la te  1940s, and the inception o f th is  p ractice  may well coincide 

w ith  the beginning o f th e ir  e thn ic  enclaving. The enclaving occurred 

despite the fa c t th a t most o f the Chinese who "imported" th e ir  wives 

agreed to  the incorporation of th e ir  children In to  the larger Roman 

C ath o lic  a f f i l ia t io n :

When our children were ready to s ta r t  school we were to ld  that 
the Dutch schools had no room fo r them and that we would have to 
send them to the parochial schools in S t. Nicholas. So our c h il­
dren were baptized Roman C atholic . There w eren't enough of us 
who were Buddhist to  bu ild  a temple or h ire  a teacher to in s tru ct 
them in the Chinese way, so what e lse could we do?

Whatever the circumstances that led to conversion, the fa c t that 

80% o f the Chinese in Aruba are Roman C atholic  c le a rly  improves th e ir  

status in the larger Aruban society . Nevertheless, these fam ilies  do 

not p a rtic ip a te  in the social a c t iv it ie s  o ffered  by the Roman Catholic  

church, and they say that they p re fe r to s o c ia lize  w ith " th e ir  own." 

Moreover, the o lder Chinese do not consider themselves to be bound by
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such re lig io u s  a f f in i t ie s .  They say th a t, more im portantly, the two 

segments that a rrived  during the 1930s (the creole and the homeland 

Chinese) are linked by mutual s o c ia l, p o l i t ic a l ,  and economic in te res ts .

Since th e ir  e a r l ie s t  days in Aruba the needs o f the Chinese 

people, large ly  ignored by the colonial adm in istration , have been served 

through the o ffic e s  o f the Chinese Club. U n til 1950 the Chinese Club 

in  S t. Nicholas was a small barracks-1 ike s tru c tu re , whose primary func­

tio n  was to  provide c a fe te r ia l services fo r the Chinese bachelors. The 

few married women took turns a t cooking and serving meals. A fte r the 

w ar, w ith most o f the bachelors m arried, the Club members decided th at 

the kitchen f a c i l i t ie s  were too expensive to  maintain on a d a ily  basis.

In  1950 a larger and more elaborate structure was b u ilt  on the o rig in a l 

s i t e .  Since that time the club has functioned as a social and gambling

cen ter, and as a meeting place fo r the merchants to  discuss th e ir  bust- 
18ness a c t iv i t ie s .  In ad d itio n , according to the statement made to me 

by a Chinese merchant, " i t  takes the place o f a Chinese consulate. We 

help our members to obtain passports and we intercede fo r those members 

who only speak Chinese. Government o f f ic ia ls  contact our o ff ic e rs  and 

we tran s la te  th e ir  requests to our people."

The 160 couples pay an annual fee to support the purchase and 

maintenance o f sporting equipment (pool and ping-pong tab les , basket­

b a l ls ,  and ch ild ren 's  games), gambling m ateria ls  (c h ie fly  mah-jhong sets, 

checkers, poker chips, and cards), and movies and cartoons fo r the 

c h i ld r e n .^  Part o f each subscription goes toward the purchase o f spe­

c ia l  foods and decorations fo r New Year and fam ily celebrations, and 

p a rt is placed in a "w elfare fund." From th is  fund small amounts o f  

cash are advanced as in te re s t-fre e  loans to "tem porarily embarrassed"
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members. Although one o f the o f f ic ia ls  to ld  me th a t the club p rim arily  

serves as a "benevolent association ," the money-lending a c t iv it ie s  o f 

the club d i f fe r  from th e ir  counterparts in tra d itio n a l Chinese associa­

tions (see Fei 1939: 267 and Smith 1899: 152)wherein "groups o f people 

engaged themselves to pay sums o f money a t regular in te rv a ls , the co l­

lec tions  being placed at the disposal o f individual members in turn" 

(Freedman 1958: 9 3 ). The "benevolent" nature o f the club in Aruba lie s  

not only In the extension o f in te re s t-fre e  loans, but also in the "com­

fo r t  and welcome i t  affords to Chinese from a ll  parts o f  the world who 

come to v is i t  or stay in Aruba." In sh o rt, the Chinese Club largely  

conforms to  Freedman's model o f "voluntary association" among mainland 

and overseas urban Chinese:

We know o f Chinese l i f e  in the big towns and in the places 
overseas where Chinese s e ttled  th a t, in the se ttin g  of urban 
occupations and social alignments not resting on tra d itio n a l 
p rin c ip le s , associations--some more voluntary than others—  
were b u ilt  up to co-ordinate economic a c t iv ity  and provide the 
groupings w ith in  which social l i f e  might generally be regu­
la te d . . . . Studies o f Chinese overseas have demonstrated the 
high degree to w hidivoluntary associations, recru itin g  on a 
number o f d if fe re n t p r in c ip le s , have ordered both the local and 
the wider t ie s  o f the s e t t le rs . (Freedman 1958: 93)

Thus, my creole Chinese informants s ta te  th a t, although in i ­

t i a l l y  they f e l t  no a f f in i t y  w ith the homeland immigrants who arrived  

during the e a rly  19*t0s, the social and p o lit ic a l bonds that were cre­

ated in the Chinese Club brought them in to  harmony w ith the la te r  a r r i ­

v a ls . Also, through exposure to  the a c t iv it ie s  and in terests  o f the 

homeland Chinese, the creole group "reactivated" fo r themselves many 

o f  the homeland tra d itio n s  and values— such as large fam ily celebra­

tions  and the re lig io u s  as w ell as secular r itu a ls  involved in New 

Y ear's  observances.
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obvious group s o lid a r ity  th a t ex is ts  between the creole and the home* 

land Chinese was a d irec t consequence o f the s p ec ific  e ffo r ts  o f club 

members to fo s te r "un ity" or whether i t  had appeared in response to 

awareness by the Arubans o f the growing affluence o f the Chinese immi­

grants . My Chinese informants, invariab ly  p o lite  but very busy, o f­

fe red  evasive answers to my questions about th e ir  re lationships with  

the other segments. No "homey" anecdotes supplemented th e ir  b r ie f  

re p lie s  to my questions about the growing prosperity  o f th e ir  community 

and the accompanying diminution o f th e ir  s o c ia liz in g  w ith other groups 

o f  segments o f the population. Responses were generalized, vague, and 

obfuscatory. "Oh, we have several businesses here and there, . . ."

"Of course we have social dealings w ith a ll  the peoples on the island . 

but o f course our homes and the club are only fo r us." Only once did 

an Informant make a s p ec ific  statement about the Ashkenazim:

My closest frien d s , outside my own c ir c le ,  are the Jews in 
Aruba and Curasao. In many ways i t  Is hard to t e l l  the d i f fe r ­
ence between us in customs, and esp ec ia lly  in feelings about 
fam ily  and frien d s . The Jews here are most lik e  the Chinese.

The Chinese merchants presently hold a v ir tu a l monopoly over 

the small r e ta il  and wholesale grocery establishments that cater to the 

Arubans and West Indians. By the 1960s th e ir  newly b u i l t  "supermarkets, 

owned and managed by fam ily u n its , s ig n if ic a n tly  augmented the fam ily  

incomes. P ro fits  from grocery s tores, "crib-saloons" in S t. N icholas, 

f in e  restaurants In Oranjestad, and "other" (never elaborated on) busi­

ness in terests  in Aruba and Curasao, pour in to  pel co ffers . As the 

owner o f one luxurious restaurant-hotel in S t. Nicholas (host to the 

aforementioned Bar Mitzvah reception) explained:
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My w ife  manages th is  p lace, which leaves me free  to  conduct my 
"other" business in Curacao, My mother runs a "c a fe te ria "  /c r ib -  
sa lo o n / near the re fin ery  gate and my younger brother is the auto- 
mobile dealer in Savaneta/one o f the 1'argest franchises In Aruba/,
No, none of us own any of these businesses in d iv id u a lly . We share 
ownership o f a l l  o f the enterprises,'und er the fam ily name.

Evidence of exclusion o f the Chinese from the larger Aruban society  

i s ,  as i t  is fo r the Ashkenazim, only in d ire c tly  ascertainable. The 

p rac tice  o f Chinese-Aruban interm arriage terminated during the early  

1950s. A shy, Singapore-born matron explained the decision of home­

land Chinese to import th e ir  wives from Hong Kong:

My f i r s t  cousin /manager o f the aforementioned restaurant- 
h ote l in S t. N icholas/ arranged fo r my passage here from Hong 
Kong (where I lived  most ofmy l i f e )  to  marry her neighbor's son.
She also brought my s is te r  to marry one o f th e ir  bachelor friends.
. . .  We don 't have the same kind o f association in Aruba that 
the Chinese have in other places, where the whole association  
contributes to  the passage o f people from our homeland— here, 
people are brought over by individual fa m ilie s . . . .

Before automation, when there were many more hundreds of 
Chinese liv in g  in Aruba, a lo t o f Chinese men, esp ec ia lly  those 
from Surinam and T rin idad , married Arubans. But most o f these 
marriages d id n 't  work out— there were too many divorces. So 
the men decided to send fo r th e ir  wives to Hong Kong. . . .
Now they are very much happier.

Maybe I shouldn't t e l l  you, a stranger, but I am very happy 
w ith  my husband. He is very good, very loving. . . .  He doesn't 
not need to  go to bars where there are p ro s titu tes  . . . lik e  
most o f the men do.

A 24-year-o ld  bachelor, born in Hong Kong, confirmed her expla­

n a tio n . He em phatically asserted th a t, although he is not yet ready fo r  

marriage (he is  presently completing doctoral studies in New York), he 

w i l l  eventually  marry a Chinese g i r l :

Those marriages to  Arubans were bad. The Aruban women used 
th e ir  husbands to  advance themselves f in a n c ia lly , but too many of 
them shared th e ir  fam ily 's  fee lings that they were superior to the 
"money-grubbing Chinee". . . . Funny, my folks say that a t f i r s t  
the Arubans d id n 't  mind our men marrying th e ir  g ir ls  . . . not when 
we were Just s ta rtin g  out in business. . . . W ell, anyhow, a t th is  
p o in t we don 't want to  marry them. A Chinese g ir l  knows her place, 
she defers to her man, an tic ipates  his wants, and tra in s  the children  
to  the Chinese way. That's b e tte r fo r us.
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Concurrently w ith  the increase In th e ir  w ealth , the Chinese 

parents decided to send th e ir  children abroad fo r advanced schooling,

The lim ited  educational services in Aruba and the parental concern over 

the liasons between th e ir  children and Aruban and West Indian youngsters 

overrode, as i t  did fo r  the Ashkenazim, the heavy burden o f financing  

overseas college education. Thus, the p ro p rie to r o f a dingy b a r-c a fe te ria  

on the main s tre e t o f S t. Nicholas proudly re lated  the scholastic  achieve­

ments o f s ix  o f her e ig h t children:

1. e ldest son, 27— received his bachelor's degree a t Cambridge, now 
broadcasts fo r BBC

2 . e ld est daughter, 25— attended a "posh" modelling school in London, 
is a high fashion mannequin

3 . second son, 23— graduated from the U nivers ity  o f Amsterdam, is 
w ith  the Aero-Space program in England

4 . second daughter, 22—earned her bachelor's degree at the Univer­
s ity  o f Arizona

5 .  th ird  son, 20— attends Lowell Technological In s titu te  in Massa­
chusetts

6 . th ird  daughter, 18— is enro lled  in a pre-medical program a t a 
London cOllege

The youngest daughter, about to graduate from the C oliegio Arubano
(advanced secondary school), plans to attend college in Canada.
Her youngest son's decision to work fo r  Lago rather than to attend
college marks him "the black sheep o f the fam ily .

My c u rio s ity  about the "hidden" source of wealth req u is ite  fo r  

the tu it io n ,  tran sporta tion , room, and board o f seven ch iiren  prompted 

my investigation  in to  the "other" sources o f fam ily income. Although 

my informant dismissed my questions about her musband's p a rtic ip a tio n  in 

the fam ily business, merely muttering "He works down the s tre e t ,"  I la te r  

discovered that he is the owner-operator o f one o f the most lucra tive  

(and sleazy-looking) crib-saloons in S t. Nicholas. Further inquiry in to  

the large incomes issuing from bars that provide the services o f p ro s ti­

tu te s , compared with those which only o ffe r  liq u o r, opened a new channel 

o f  in vestig atio n — into  the involvement o f many o f the Chinese merchants in 

p ro s ti tu tio n .
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The bars that Include two or three " c r lb -c a lls "  on the premises 

are  a l l  Chinese-owned. A creole agent who recru its  the p rostitu tes  

from Colombia also arranges fo r th e ir  three-month work perm it—which is 

stamped "meeteren," Dutch fo r seamstress.2 * The p ro s titu te  pays the

bar-owner only a minimal rental fee fo r her c rib  and reta ins almost a lt

22o f  her n ig h tly  earnings. The economic advantages to the landlord  

d erive  from the large amounts o f liquor she urges upon her prospective  

customers, and her commitment to him is to persuade each man to buy 

( f o r  h e rse lf as w ell as fo r him) as many drinks as possible before the 

couple re tire s  to the c r ib . On Friday and Saturday nights in St. Nicho­

las  the bustling bar-business o f crib-saloons contrasts s ig n if ic a n tly  

w ith  the fo r lo rn ly  deserted c r ib -fre e  bars.

I t  was not possible fo r  me to discover whether a l l  o f the more 

prosperous Chinese fam ilies  include in th e ir  pel holdings one or more 

o f  these crib-saloons, but I suspect that such is the case. Given the 

m edically  acknowledged incidence o f Aruban alcoholism, and the s o c ia lly  

accepted practice  of "drinking w ith the boys" in crib-saloons on Friday 

and Saturday n igh ts , I believe th a t the revenue from these bars is po­

te n t ia l ly  too great to be passed over by pei en terprises.

I t  is l ik e ly  that the annual incomes and the to ta l assets of 

the  Chinese segment a t least equal and perhaps surpass those o f the 

Ashkenaztm. Nevertheless the images o f the two groups perceived by 

outsiders do not coincide. The Arubans acknowledge that the Chinese are 

"p re tty  r ic h ,"  but they do not regard them w ith  the h o s t i l i ty  that they 

show towards the Ashkenaztm. I t  is true that by the 1950s the Chinese 

could no longer be regarded as "exotics" (see Hoetink's /T9677 discussion 

o f the degree o f o b je c tiv ity  held fo r exo tic  groups In colonial s o c ie tie s ).
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Moreover, the cessation o f Chinese-Aruban marriages a fte r  World War I I ,  

the increasingly social and p o lit ic a l  functions o f the Chinese Club, 

and the exclusive nature o f Chinese h o s p ita lity  and s o c ia liz in g  suggest 

th a t a growing social separation o f the Chinese from the rest o f the 

Aruban population coincided w ith the r is in g  prosperity  o f the Chinese. 

Despite a l l  th is , the a ttitu d e  toward them remains one o f re la tiv e  

to lerance.

I believe th a t, in addition to the re lig io u s  a f f in i ty  shared 

by most o f the Chinese w ith the Roman Catholic Arubans, the acceptance 

o f the former as a d is tin c t group depends on two in te rre la te d  factors: 

the short-term  c red it arrangements that the Chinese extend to Arubans; 

and the indispensable goods and services that the Chinese provide— in 

contrast to  the non-essential or luxury items sold by the Ashkenaztm.

The family-owned and-operated groceries and rum-shops of the 

Chinese operate on minimal c a p ita l; the clerks are generally not paid 

wages but receive "allowances" to supplement th e ir  free room and board. 

Staple foods (r ic e ,  sugar, f lo u r , cornmeal, fo r example) are purchased 

from Chinese wholesalers (who generally  reside in Oranjestad) and sold 

in  small units (a k ilo  or less) to customers who cannot a ffo rd  to pay 

cash (and cannot receive c re d it fo r the larger and more expensive pack­

ages in the supermarkets). S im ila r ly , Aruban and West Indian men make 

th e ir  d a ily  purchases o f p in t bo ttles  o f rum and whiskey a t the rum shops. 

For those customers who lack the ready cash, the store owners extend short 

term c re d it ,  expecting to be paid as soon as the men receive th e ir  pay­

checks. Thus food and liquor debts do not become onerous burdens fo r  

fa m ilie s  w ith lim ited  incomes.
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A fte r a man pays his fam ily 's  b i l ls  fo r food, liq u o r, ren t, and 

u t i l i t i e s ,  he spends the remainder o f his cash on "his pleasures"— 

drink ing  and carousing a t the crib-saloons. At th is  point he has no 

cash l e f t  to pay o f f  his many debts, in order o f p r io r ity  items (to  

most Arubans and many West Indians) these include:

car-loan—"My car is more important than my fe e t!" 2^

te lev is io n  set— to be found in even remote cunucu areas (the more 
a fflu e n t Arubans have been purchasing color sets , even though 
there are a t present no plans fo r introducing color reception  
to the island)

re fr ig e ra to r— in almost every house (ic e  fo r  n o n -e le c tric  food 
chests is very expensive)

a ir  conditioner— considered to be "necessary" in houses that face 
away from the trade wind

(A il o f these payments are made to Aruban loan companies.)

c lo th ing—Arubans are very clothes-conscious: "We are not lik e
the people from the other islands. We make good money and we 
want everyone (to u ris ts  p a r tic u la r ly ) to  see us always at our 
best."

jew elry—gold or gold-p lated watches, rings, b race le ts , and earrings  
are worn by even the poorer Arubans and West Indians.

(These payments, fo r "luxuijy goods" ^clo th ing  and je w e lry / are made 
to  the Ashkenazic merchants.)

As purveyors o f luxury goods, the Ashkenaztm are the las t to be 

p a id . The average working fam ily generally  has no cash le f t  by the end 

o f  a pay period to buy o u trig h t the clothing and jew elry tha t Arubans 

and West Indians fee l are necessary accessories to the decorative image 

they want to  uphold. These items are in variab ly  purchased w ith very 

small down payments. With l i t t l e  or no liq u id  assets to meet the ever- 

compounding In te res t on established c re d it , the cost o f a watch, fo r  

example, can soar from the o rig in a l tagged price  o f $50 to $125 in as 

l i t t l e  as three years. Workers re ly  on th e ir  Christmas bonus checks
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and vacation pay to diminish these debts. Unfortunately, few o f the 

luxury items are completely paid fo r before they are supplemented w ith  

newly purchased replacements.

The amount o f resentment and anger which the Arubans (more so 

than the West Indians) express toward the Ashkenazic merchants seems to 

be commensurate w ith the amount o f th e ir  debts. On the other hand, i

seldom heard any Arubans make h o s tile  statements about the Chinese mer­

chants: "They're fa i r .  They don't soak us fo r so much. They under­

stand that we have to l iv e ,  and that th e ir  liv in g  depends on our l iv in g ."  

Although my Aruban and West Indian informants recognize that the Chinese 

are re la t iv e ly  wealthy, they appear to be unaware o f the extensive nature 

o f Chinese fam ily holdings. This ignorance stems, I b e lieve , from the 

"low p ro f ile "  that the Chinese o ffe r  to the other segments o f the popula­

t io n ,  a p ro f i le  that coincides w ith the tra d itio n  of moderation and 

"holding to the position o f the mean" (Chai Ch'u 1962: 130). The modest

homes and furnishings o f a l l  o f my Chinese informants did not re fle c t

th e ir  real a ffluence. Except fo r those few social occasions when the 

Chinese Club (a lso  modestly furnished) is open to the p u b lic , Chinese 

p a rtie s  and fam ily  celebrations are re s tric te d  to "members o n ly ."

The one Chinese fam ily group that remains a loof from even th is  

closed c irc le  o f compatriots is a source o f annoyance to my Chinese 

fr ie n d s . This "extended," farming fam ily o f seven adult men, three 

women, and four children operates a lush vegetable farm, irr ig a te d  by 

the one dependable inland stream a t the southeastern end o f the island. 

They employ a Papiamentu-speaking creole to d e liv e r vegetables to the 

small grocery stores. The adults apparently do not leave the farm, and, 

except fo r  the d a ily  tr ip s  o f the children to a St. Nicholas school, the
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fam ily  shows no in te re s t in island a c t iv i t ie s .  The two v is its  I made 

to  the farm (accompanied by one of my Chinese-American students) re­

vealed a fam ily whose c lo th in g , farming techniques, and to ta l s o lid a r ity  

ind icated that they had no association w ith the larger society:

We don't even know where they came from! They liv e  too poor.
. . . They might as w ell have stayed in China. We've o ffered  them 
membership in the club but they never even answered. . . .  We c an 't 
imagine why they bothered to come here.

The Chinese in Aruba profess to be unaffected by the ris in g  tid e  

o f  Aruban nationalism . They have refrained from p a rtic ip a tio n  in island  

p o l i t ic a l  a f fa ir s ,  and they agree that only "known Aruban fam ilies" can 

operate successfully in the local and central governments. Throughout 

the island elections campaigns o f 1969, they evinced no overt in te res t 

i n the outcome.

Host o f us o ld -tim ers never received n a tu ra liza tio n  so we 
d o n 't vote. Our children are not in terested  e ith e r , although 
they are A n tillean  c it iz e n s . We do our work and send what money 
we can to  our fam ilies  in China. We tra in  our children a t home 
" in  the Chinese way,"_and we hope they don't marry outside th e ir  
t ra d it io n . I f  they /.the Arubans/ decide to  make us leave, w e ll,  
most o f us are ready to  re t ire  anyway, and our children seem to 
want to liv e  in the United States or Europe.

i f  th is  group is expelled along w ith other non-nationals, th is  

w i l l  happen not because the Chinese are held in low esteem, but rather 

because they w i l l  be "lumped" w ith the "foreign exp lo ite rs"  and, as 

such, w i l l  have to leave the Island. I f  indeed the pressure increases 

to  " r id  our island o f the non-nationals," the Chinese in Aruba may 

suddenly fin d  themselves to be c la s s if ie d  as "The Jews o f the East."
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NOTES

'"The pamphlet was rumored to  have been w ritte n  by the young 
Thai King Wachirawut" (Mitch I son 1962: 23)•

^"Creole" refers  to  the Chinese who emigrated during the 1850s 
as contract laborers fo r  the Caribbean plantocracy; the "homeland" 
Chinese migrated d ire c tly  from Hong Kong or Canton to  Aruba during the 
tw entieth  century.

3|n fa c t ,  the expensive tu to rin g  and intensive study required  
to  pass the s tringen t examination levels v ir tu a lly  narrowed the compe­
t i t i v e  f ie ld  to sons o f wealth gentry.

The People's Republic continues to  support th is  p r in c ip le — 
"e x to llin g  the root and supress/_in£/ the branch" (Chai Ch'u 1962: 74).

•’The typ ica l v illa g e  household s ize  is represented by Lang's 
(1947) study o f a Fukien v illa g e  o f fo rty  fam ilies :

Conjugal Stem Joint
Poor peasants 10 8“  3
Middle peasants 3 5 1
W ell-to -do  peasants I -  3
Merchants and 1 I 4

Landowners

"Conjugal" refers  to the "small fam ily" o f a man, his w ife , and 
th e ir  unmarried ch ildren; "stem" refers  to the elementary fam ily  
with the addition o f the husband's parents.

1̂ stress Freedman's analysis because o f its  relevance to the 
em igration o f nineteenth and tw entieth century peasants. Sons who were 
not hampered by re s tr ic t iv e  f i l i a l  obligations could disengage from 
fam ily  enterprises w ithout undue disruption o f household arrangements.

^The "hard core" o f an in d iv id u a l's  wu Jhj included his agnatic  
th ird  cousins and four ascending and descending generations in the d irec t  
1 ine o f descent.

O
The Canton Trade in opium was conducted between p riva te  Hong 

(commercial firm ) agents and B ritis h  " fa c to r ie s ."

•*Analogous perhaps to the "so cia l"  clubs o f B r it is h , gentlemen, 
wherein the ostensibly so lidary  atmosphere merely served as a secure 
background w ith in  which one could re tre a t in to  s ile n t  and s o lita ry  
preoccupation, in the Chinese opium den, communication is v ir tu a lly  
non-existent: w ith in  a few minutes a fte r  the fumes are Inhaled, the
user withdraws in to  a d ream -filied  stupor.
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^°“ ln I 838 , nine out o f ten people in Kwantung and Fukien pro­
vinces were addicts, and opium shops in their__towns were as common as 
gin  shops in England. . . . /Addicts included/ government o f f ic ia ls ,  
merchants, l i t e r a t i ,  women, servants, s o lid e rs , and even monks, nuns, 
and p ries ts" (Hsu 1970: 217).

**The B ritis h  expeditionary force consisted o f "sixteen warships 
mounting 540 guns, four armed steamers, twenty-seven transports , one 
troop ship, and 4,000 so ld iers" (Hslf 1970: 321).

^By 1852 an estimated 24,560 "coolies" emigrated to the Carib­
bean from Canton; between 1856 and 1857 18,000 Hong Kong coolies were 
shipped out on contract to  B ritis h  Guiana p lanters .

Although I could find  no data that enumerated such d e ta ils  as 
the rates o f emigration o f e ld es t son versus younger sons, I suggest, 
based on my fieldwork investigations, that the e ldest son, charged w ith  
the "extra  portion" o f resp o n s ib ility  fo r the fam ily ancestral shrine, 
was not free  to  break homeland t ie s . On the other hand, the younger 
sons, who had the "legal rig h t"  to dispose o f in d iv id u a lly  held mou 
p a rce ls , could leave more e a s ily .

This would coincide w ith the s itu a tio n  that obtained fo r the 
Cura^aoan Sephardim who emigrated to Aruba: fo r  the Sephardim the rule
o f  primogeniture fa c il i ta te d  emigration fo r the younger sons.

14Estimates of the size  o f th is  group o f sa ilo rs  from Hong Kong 
range from 15 to 25.

'^Census figures fo r "foreign residents" issue from the passports 
tem porarily relinquished upon entry in to  Aruba.

^"The stereotyped notion o f the Chinese as an in variab ly  fe r ­
t i l e  population is contradicted by th e ir  demographic h istory  in 
B r it is h  Guiana, At no time have the Chinese made any sensational 
Increases in numbers and they have always been among those groups 
in  the colony which had the lowest b irth ra te s . Between 1931 and 
1946, fo r example, the Chinese b ir th ra te  was v ir tu a lly  constant 
a t  about 20 per thousand; during the same period the East Indians 
increased th e ir  rate  from 37.1 to 40 per thousand." (Fried 1958:
52)

'^My ch ief inform ant, whose fa th er was Chinese, her mother Aruban, 
re ca lled  (a f te r  our four years o f close friendsh ip) that her childhood 
home Included an opium den. A trap-door In the kitchen flo o r led to 
the "secret" basement. Although the room was o f f  lim its  to the ch ild ren , 
my frien d  remembers the weekly v is its  o f her fa th e r 's  merchant frien d s, 
who "waved to me as they disappeared under the kitchen f lo o r ."

Thus in Aruba, a t le a s t, marriage to Aruban or Chinese women 
did  not lead to "cutting  down . . .  on opium-smoking."

*®0ne o f my creole informants, however, asserted that he prefers  
to  p lay cards w ith his Aruban w ife 's  fam ily and friends. "When we play 
poker together they drink a lo t— I have a b e tte r chance o f winning."
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^My inform ant, an o f f ic e r  o f the club, seemed to be annoyed 
by my in te re s t in the amount o f the membership fee. He suggested th a t, 
as the Chinese confined fin an c ia l discussions to members o f the group,
I would be w ell advised to re fra in  from asking any o f my Chinese acquain 
tances about "money m atters."

20 This fam ily is the largest Chinese "small fam ily" in Aruba.
The fam ilies  o f my other informants did indeed conform to the norm o f 
three to  four children per fam ily  represented by the club o f f ic ia ls .

2 *An o f f ic ia l  in the Social Welfare Department explained that 
the appelatlon a c tu a lly  comes from a Dutch slang association o f "sewing" 
w ith  " fo rn ic a tio n ."

22A fte r her three-month s t in t ,  the g ir l  returns to Colombia 
w ith  from $1,500 to  $3,000 (U .S .) .  I was to ld  that th is  money is 
used by s ingle g ir ls  as dowry payment, married women put i t  toward the 
education o f th e ir  children or as down payment on a house.

^^The in te re s t rates on car loans are excessively high, because, 
ra th e r than repossess automobiles (o f which there are presently one e r  
per s ix  people), the loan companies issue new heavily compounded loans 
when the in i t ia l  loan period runs out.



CHAPTER SEVEN

THE WEST INDIANS

H is to rica l Background

Although the Chinese of the East Indies have been called  the

"Jews o f the East" (Mltchison 1961: lb )  because o f th e ir  s im ila r eco­

nomic in te res ts , an even more remarkable a f f in i ty  has been posited  

between the black people o f the West Indies and the European Jews:

The general h istorical experience o f the Caribbean Negro
peoples, a l l  in a l l ,  has not been unlike that o f the European Jew. 
Both o f them have been uprooted peoples a t the perennial mercy 
o f  the forces o f m igration and accident. "Like the Jews", a 
Jamaican observer noted in 1899 o f his own fo lk , "they have had 
unforgettab le  experiences. They have come through the w ild e r­
ness, through a land o f drought and o f the shadow o f death, 
through a land that no white man /? /  has passed through, and 
where no white man has dw elt, and the misery and loneliness o f 
i t  a l l  is s t i l l  w ith  them. (Lewis 1968: 66)

From my observations o f the dependency relationships o f the 

West Indian residents o f S t. Nicholas w ith the Jewish merchants, the 

notion that a common diaspora might have served to in i t ia t e  even a 

f r a g i le  bond o f empathy between these disparate groups, is absurd. 

From the time o f th e ir  a rr iv a l in Aruba, the roles and statuses o f 

the Jews and the "English" were c le a rly  set in to  e x p lo ita tiv e  opposi- 

t I o n . *

The h is to ric a l circumstances th a t led to the period ic  exodus 

o f  European Jews to  "the land o f opportunity," and the factors that 

were in f lu e n tia l in shaping th e ir  group id e n tity , are not those which

151
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a ffec ted  the condition o f Caribbean blacks. To assess the e a rly  and 

present status and h ierarch ica l ordering o f the West Indian segments 

in  Aruba, the relevant variables derive less from the African heritage  

and the colonial l i f e  o f p lan tation  slaves, than they do from the 

varied  social adaptations o f the Caribbean blacks to s p ec ific  post- 

co lon ia l developments. For Arubans do not view th e ir  West Indian co­

residents as a homogeneous group; instead, they assign d is tin c t ( a l ­

b e it  negative) personality  labels to  each island group, labels th a t 

r e f le c t  the d if fe re n t ia l  statuses o f "outside" blacks.^

Dutch A n tille an  blacks (from Surinam, and from the Leeward and 

Windward Islands) hold a separate position from th at o f the B ritis h  

Caribbean islanders. Whereas straightforw ard competition apparently  

is  the m otivating force behind the antagonism that Arubans express 

toward th e ir  black partners in the Kingdom o f the Netherlands, socio­

economic factors underly the relationships o f Arubans and West Indians.

During the period from 1930 to 1950, the Imported West Indian 

workers comprised almost h a lf  o f the Lago labor fo rce .^  The decision 

o f  the Lago management to import thousands o f Caribbean workers 

"because the Arubans were large ly  unskilled" (Hartog 1961: 315) s t i l l  

irk s  my Aruban informants:

Where did they get those s k ills ?  They were only poor farmers 
l ik e  us. And what s k i l l  was needed, anyway. A fte r a l l ,  we had 
always b u i l t  our own homes, fu rn itu re , shops . . .w i t h  our own 
hands. No, they h ired  them because they knew they could control 
the outsiders— ship anyone out who acted up. Also, they spoke 
English . . . re a lly  a bastard English . . . and we, who spoke 
Papiamentu, Dutch and Spanish, were discrim inated against in 
favor o f those black i l l i t e r a t e  peons.

The p e rjo ra tiv e  labels tha t Arubans pin to Caribbean groups 

are  personality  or character tags, not phenotypical markers.



153

P red ictab ly , the most negative descriptions are reserved fo r those 

groups whose behavior and a ttitu d es  contrast most sharply w ith the 

ideal o f the "passive, gentle Aruban" (Green 1969: 65 ). The decreas­

ing order o f h o s t i l i ty  Arubans express toward the West Indians coin­

cides w ith the Big versus L t t t lc  island o rig ins  o f the Lago wgrkers:

Big Islanders Labels

Bee Gees (Guyanese) loud, arrogant, bossy
Jamaicans too emotional, uncontrollable
Trin idadians non-conformists, k n o w -it-a lls

L i t t le  Islanders

Bajuns (Barbados) more re lia b le  ( fo r  blacks)
K it t i t la n s  (S t. K itts ) s o fte r , not much trouble
Nevis and St. Vincent more re lig io u s , l i t t l e  trouble

For the proper understanding o f the o rig in  o f these ascrip­

tio n s , I believe i t  is more relevant to concentrate on the local 

p o l i t ic a l  and socio-economic factors that preceded the emigration  

o f  Caribbean blacks to  Aruba than to probe In to  the varian t African  

heritages o f these people: f i r s t ,  because Aruban-West Indian re la ­

tionships depend on the s p ec ific  island n a tio n a lit ie s  o f the incoming 

groups, and, second, because o f the inherent problems that complicate 

the study o f West Indians as African transplants. The very concept 

o f  a shared African inheritance

, , . presupposes a uniform ity and uniqueness o f A frican cultures  
which ethnography does not support . . . /even when studies are 
confined to  the B rItIs h  Caribbean colonies, as a subdivision o f 
the Caribbean complex/ . . . the ambiguity derives from the inverted  
order o f th is  study o f African heritage . Instead o f s ta rtin g  at 
the beginning of the process o f culture contact and change and 
then tracing  its  development up to the present, we s ta r t  a t one 
end of such a process and try  to reconstruct hypothetical courses 
o f  development fo r a ttr ib u tio n s  o f varying status and value.
(Smith 1957: 36)
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Smith dismisses the "African survivals" postulated by Hersko- 

v its  (1938, 1948) and Clarke (1953) as "ambiguous . . . paralle lism s"  

(Smith 1957: 4 2 ), and he suggests that African ascriptions should be 

analyzed m eticulously, "from the c le a rly  known to the less c le a rly  

known, from the concrete and p a rtic u la r  to  the general" (Smith 1959: 45).

Because the "meticulous" investigation  proposed by Smith has 

not yet been undertaken fo r the B ritis h  Caribbean populations (M intz 

1971), i t  is not possible to assess w ith accuracy the common ancestral 

c u ltu ra l heritage o f New World blacks. On the other hand, the sp ec ific  

conditions o f slavery on B ritis h -c o n tro lled  p lantations varied l i t t l e  

from island to is la n d .5

The re la tiv e  homogeneity o f p lan tation  societies  throughout 

the Caribbean area (whether under B r it is h , French, or Dutch domina­

tio n ) derives from several commonly held conditions: monocrop sugar

production, which required heavy foreign cap ita l investment; the con­

sequent c re d it arrangements w ith European banking and mercantile  

houses, and absentee proprietorsh ip  "even in the hey-day o f sugar 

prosperity" (Lowenthal 1972: 34). Moreover, even the resident Euro­

pean planters formed no enduring social tie s  in the West Indies. The 

p ro f its  accruing to the planters from th e ir  e xp lo ita tio n  of the islands 

flowed back to th e ir  m etropolitan c red ito rs .

Canesugar c u ltiv a tio n  was so labor-in tensive that planters  

were increasingly concerned to secure the least expensive, the har­

d ie s t ,  and the most contro llab le  workers:

African slaves were not only cheaper than indentured servants, 
but they and th e ir  o ffspring  were bound fo r l i f e  and were pre­
sumably already habituated to hard tro p ica l labour. Slaves were 
needed in quantity ; a West Indian sugar p lantation  of 500 to 1000
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acres might require 250 hands in f ie ld  and fac to ry . . . . Sugar 
not only caused Caribbean te r r ito r ie s  to resemble one another, 
i t  su b stan tia lly  u n ified  them. (Lowentha! 1972: 28)

Despite the frequent changes in m etropolitan governance 

(" S t. Lucia changed hands seven times in the space o f h a lf  a century" 

/Lowenthal 1972 : 29.7), planters o f diverse national allegiances were 

more concerned with maintaining th e ir  interdependence, sharing common 

problems (slave upris ings, outside com petition), in te re s ts , and 

values, then w ith far-removed m etropolitan p o lic ie s . Many planters  

extended th e ir  land-holdings to islands th a t were dominated by r iv a l 

metropoles. in e f fe c t ,  they came to consider themselves as transna­

t io n a l:  "L eg is la tive  decrees broadcast throughout the Caribbean

gained support from and buttressed the au thority  o f local e lite s "  

(Lowenthal 1972: 31 ), so th a t, fo r  instance, English, Dutch, and 

French planters made common cause against runaway slaves.

In to  the post-colonial period, the small numbers o f the popu­

la tio n  who were n e ith er master nor slave— the indentured servants, the 

merchants, the yeoman farmers—were no more stable a population than 

were the p lan ters . As rootless as the European planters and the 

A frican  slaves, the members o f these classes frequently changed jobs 

and residence in the hope o f finding more lu c ra tiv e  employment on 

"greener" islands. Many slaves also moved about; some were tran ­

shipped as p lantation  labor requirements s h ifte d , other escaped from 

bondage on one island to become " fre e  colored" on another.

Thus, fo r owner and s lave, fo r merchant and servant, the per­

vasive discontents engendered by rootlessness, by the rigors and cu l­

tu ra l s t e r i l i t y  o f p lan tation  l i f e ,  by the ir r ita t io n s  of an imposed
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symbiosis— persisted into  the post-emancipation period. That a common 

"socia l w i l l  to evolve" did not emerge u n til the twentieth century 

F u rn iva il (1939) explains as a natural concomitant o f the p lu ra l nature 

o f  these societies.** But, accepting the modified and less lim itin g  

conditions fo r p lura lism  advanced by M. G. Smith (i960) and by Oespres 

(1967 ), such concepts are too general to account fo r the d if fe re n t ia l  

movements o f Caribbean societies  toward nationalism  and independence, 

o r  fo r the intergroup r iv a lr ie s  that have occasionally spurred rather 

than retarded the development o f p o s itive  group id e n tity .^

Another commonly expressed ra tio n ale  fo r the delay in the de­

velopment o f strong group id e n tity  (again explanatory only in the 

generalized sense, and therefore no more adequate than the concept 

o f  p lura lism  to account fo r d if fe re n t ia l  development), is the "deep- 

rooted s ta te  o f mind which is the most lasting  legacy o f a prolonged 

exposure to colonial in s titu tio n s  and a ffe c t/s ^  every aspect o f l i f e "  

(B alandier 1951: 81 ). This postulated "cu lture  o f poverty" asserted 

by Dizard (1970)to be the primary deterrent to the growth of a black 

"c o lle c tiv e  Id e n tity ,"  serves, as does the e s s e n tia lly  s ta t ic  notion  

o f p lu ra lism , to obscure the re a li t ie s  o f d if fe re n t ia l group adapta­

tio n  in the Caribbean area. I suggest that a more f r u i t fu l  approach 

to  the dynamics o f group id e n tif ic a tio n  (fo r  the Caribbean area, a t 

lea s t) demands an inquiry in to  the post-emancipation d iv e rs ific a tio n  

o f  the island economies and the concomitant p o s s ib ilit ie s  fo r employ­

ment that obtained fo r  the larger islands but not fo r the small mono­

crop "sugar" islands.
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The s p ec ific  conditions that preceded the a b o litio n  o f the 

slave trade and the emancipation o f the slaves in the B ritis h  Carib­

bean islands are addressed in th is  fashion by contemporary scholars 

(see Waddell 1967; Lowenthal 1972; Parry and Sherlock 1963)• These 

authors agree that the ab o litio n  of slavery in the West Indies oc­

curred not so much in response to the humanitarian e ffo r ts  o f B ritis h  

socia l reformers, but from the promptings o f m etropolitan mercan­

t i l i s t s  and c red ito rs . When beet sugar from India became cheaper 

and more accessible to European markets, the demand fo r the exces­

s iv e ly  taxed and m onopolistlcally contro lled  West Indian cane sugar 

ra p id ly  diminished. I t  then served the in teres ts  o f the commercial 

establishm ent to  jo in  w ith  the social reformers in the crusade to 

term inate the slave trade and then to abolish the slave system.

The gradual decline o f the West Indian p lan ta tio n s , a f te r  

the Emancipation Act o f 183**, began w ith the resistance o f the freed  

blacks o f Jamaica, T rin id ad , and B ritis h  Guiana to the stop-gap system 

o f  compulsory apprenticeship imposed by the plantocracy. Under th is  

system, the newly freed slaves were obliged to spend up to three- 

quarters o f each working week in theemploy o f th e ir  former masters. 

However, the freed blacks on these islands could res is t successfully  

because o f a fo rtu itous  a v a i la b i l i ty  o f economic options.

Toward the close of the eighteenth century many planters on 

the larger islands and te r r i to r ie s ,  concerned to lessen the dependence 

o f  th e ir  slaves on expensive imported foods, introduced new food 

plants (cocoa, yam, ackee, and b re ad fru it) and encouraged the slaves 

and freemen to c u ltiv a te  small garden p lo ts . A fte r emancipation, 

the freed blacks
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. . . forsook the estates fo r  smallholdings—often extensions 
o f  slave garden p lo ts—on abandoned lands o r in the h i l ls .  Many 
bought or simply squatted on unused p riva te  or Crown lands. 
Cooperative groups . . . established many free  v illa g e s .

in Guiana, the movement /toward independent farm ing/ was on 
an impressive scale. In Berbice, in 1838, out o f a population  
o f  20,000 there were 15,000 who were newly emancipated and none 
o f  these owned land. Four years la te r  over 1,000 of these 
fa m ilie s  owned 7,000 acres purchased a t a cost o f more than 
$100,000. . . . There was a s im ila r  wave o f settlem ent in Jamaica, 
where also land space exceeded the supply o f labour. . . .  In 
Guiana the expansion was on to land that was f e r t i l e  and rich .
The choice was more re s tric te d  in Jamaica. . . . Many estate  
owners . . . thought that they could compel labour to accept 
th e ir  terms i f  they could deprive them o f the use o f th e /i f T  
grounds and so they drove them from the estates by high rentals  
and by e jec tio n s . M issionaries . . . gave a lead in the estab- 
lishment o f free v illa g e s , and the general resu lt o f th is  pro­
cess transformed the emancipated slave in to  a peasant proprie­
to r .  . . .  I t  appears that the number o f freeholders assessed 
in  1838 was 2,014; and in 1840, 7,848. (Parry and Sherlock 1966:
195-96)

Thus, in the la rg er and more a g r ic u ltu ra lly  d iv e rs ifie d  island  

t e r r i to r ie s ,  many ex-slaves were able to become independent farmers 

and many more were a t least semi-independent, supplementing fam ily  

income w ith temporary wage labor on the p lan ta tions. "On the other 

hand, in such fu ily .e x p io ite d  Islands as Barbados (S t. K it ts ,  Nevis) 

and Antigua there was no room fo r the emergence o f an independent 

peasantry" (Waddell 1967: 86),

In to  the tw entieth century, the independent peasantry o f the 

la rg e r te r r ito r ie s  could, u n til they themselves were tie d  in to  the 

export markets, la rg e ly  ride  out the flu c tu a tin g  periods of prosperity  

and depression that a ffec ted  the monocrop sugar p lantations into  the 

tw entie th  century. Rice c u ltiv a tio n  in B ritis h  Guiana and banana 

growing in Jamaica, i n i t i a l l y  sm all-scale peasant enterprises fo r  

domestic subsistence, came to be the major sources o f income fo r those 

peasant farmers who entered the export trade. Many sugar p lantations
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also  converted to the production of these more lu cra tive  crops; and 

th e ir  soaring p ro fits  a ttra c ted  the a tte n tio n  o f cap ita l investors 

in the United S tates. (By 1899 "the United F ru it Company hald a v i r ­

tu a l monopoly o f the United States market" /Waddell 1967: 9 7 / . )

During the la te  1920s the exp lo ita tio n  o f the mineral resources 

o f Trin idad and o f B ritis h  Guiana brought o i l  refineriesand bauxite  

processing in to  these te r r i to r ie s .  Although these industries are not 

labor intensive on a long-term basis, many blacks were able to  sup­

plement th e ir  seasonal a g ric u ltu ra l wages by working in the mines, 

the re f in e r ie s , and the processing p lan ts .

Despite the increasingly serious socio-economic problems of 

underemployment and overpopulation (aggravated by the continuous 

in f lu x  o f migrant workers from the severely depressed "sugar" islands 

o f Barbados, St. K it ts , Nevis, and A ngu illa—and compounded by the 

world-wide economic depression o f the 1930s), the larger Islands 

s t i l l  maintained a s ig n if ic a n t economic advantage over the small 

monocrop islands. Jamaicans, B ritis h  Guyanese, and Trin idadians, 

given the local economic d iv e rs if ic a tio n  and a lte rn a tiv es  fo r  employ­

ment, thus "early  developed an independent and rebellious s p ir i t "  

(C u rtin  1968: 26).

I may have overemphasized the s ign ificance o f these m aterial 

fa c to rs , but I believe that they do a t leas t coincide w ith the inde­

pendent a ttitu d es  th a t Arubans a ttr ib u te  to the Big Island men; ju s t  

as the dependent, non-troublesome image of the Small Islanders appears 

to  be concomitant w ith  the economic stagnation o f the small "sugar" 

islands of Barbados, S t. K it ts ,  and Nevis.
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P o lit ic a l activism  and a g ita tio n  fo r  improved legal status  

by the freed blacks followed a more or less p a ra lle l road to the 

economic developments o f the Big and Smail island te r r ito r ie s .

The West Indian /co nst!tu tiona jT f system remained fixed  and 
r ig id  fo r very nearly  two centuries. In England those w ith or 
w ithout the franchise were free  c it iz e n s , and public  opinion 
could be used to compel constitu tional change. In the West 
Indies the free c itizen s  were a small section o f the community 
and i t  was v ita l  to them to  preserve the s itu a tio n  which 
e x is te d . . . . Another basic weakness of the West Indian con-* 
s t itu t io n  was that the power to govern lay w ith the assembly 
and the resp o n s ib ility  to govern lay w ith the governor. (Parry 
and Sherlock 1963: 208)

In to  the middle o f the nineteenth century, the B ritis h  pat­

te rn  o f local colonial government rep licated  the municipal and paro­

c h ia l structures o f the towns and v illa g es  o f the homeland p lanters . 

Small vestry parishes were supervised by e lected trustees who were 

empowered to levy taxes fo r the support o f the local clergy and fo r  

the  maintenance and rep a ir o f roads. For most o f the te r r i to r ie s ,  

th is  "representative" (white) le g is la t iv e  pattern preceded the estab­

lishment o f cen tra lized  adm inistration (o f the newly created Crown 

C olonies). The notable exceptions to the general pattern  were T r in i­

dad and Barbados. The Crown perm itted the adm inistrators of the 

te r r i to r y  o f Trin idad to  re ta in  the highly cen tra lized  model which 

was the legacy o f the formerly Spanish governance. At the other 

extreme, Barbados retained the tra d it io n a lly  planter-dominated local 

le g is la t iv e  system i t  had known fo r the two centuries o f uninterrupted  

B rit is h  contro l; in fa c t ,  Barbados never achieved Crown Colony s ta tu s .8

By the las t decade o f the nineteenth century, under pressure 

from the B ritis h  government, the larger and more economically v iab le  

colonies had introduced m odifications o f Crown domination. In Jamaica,
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the "representative" body (white) a lte red  the form o f the Legis­

la t iv e  Council, d iv id ing  power between the governor and an equal 

number o f " o f f ic ia l  and u n o ff ic ia l"  (’colored) members (the la t te r  

to  be elected by re s tric te d  fran ch ise ). In B ritis h  Guiana, the 

" u n o ff ic ia l"  members were chosen through "d ire c t e lections" (Parry 

and Sherlock 1963: 216).

More important than these minor le g is la t iv e  m odifications  

fo r  the development o f national self-consciousness were the a t t i ­

tudes and actions o f the individual governors and island adminis­

tra to rs . These men often ignored Crown d irec tives  and governed 

according to c lass- and s e lf - in te re s t .  In doing so they activated  

the opposition of other segments o f the population to such obvious 

e x p lo ita tio n . On the "large islands" obstructive and reactionary  

governors were gradually rendered impotent by the e ffo r ts  o f black 

and colored labor leaders and teachers from middle- and lower-class 

communities. The charismatic leaders in Jamaica and B ritis h  Guiana 

in  the la te  nineteenth and e a rly  twentieth century set the prece­

dent fo r n a tio n a lis t movements throughout the Caribbean. However, 

the req u is ite  pre-conditions fo r  e ffe c tiv e  grass-roots movements 

toward self-determ ination  did not obtain in the small dependent 

islands (w ith the notable exception o f Grenada, which was small but 

economically d iv e rs ifie d  a fte r  the introduction o f valuable spice 

cro p s).

The fluc tuations  in m etropolitan In te res t in the economic and 

p o li t ic a l  w elfare o f the colonies are s ig n ific a n t fo r the generaliza­

tions made by social h istorians about the so-called  "psychological 

dependence" o f the black people o f the Caribbean. They do n o t, however,
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account fo r  the apparent varia tions  in island personality . I believe  

th a t part o f the weakness o f the "dependency" argument lie s  in the 

simple assumption that the economic w elfare  o f the national popula­

tio n  coincides w ith the economic value o f the island economy to  

m etropolitan commercial in te res ts . More germane to the understanding 

o f the observed varia tions  in group image is the presence or absence 

o f  economic options, especia lly  o f a lte rn a tives  to  employment related  

to  sugar production. The problem not generally  addressed by many 

dependency theoris ts  is the monetary return to the average worker 

from the economic benefits  that accrue to the large producer. The 

p ro f its  from sugar-estate exports do not flow back s ig n if ic a n tly  to  

anyone other than the cap ita l investor. In p a r tic u la r , the in d iv i­

dual worker receives l i t t l e  b en efit from a rise  in sugar p ro fits ;  

his  dependence, in the "sugar" islands, has been d ire c tly  re lated  

to  the dec!ine in the industry. Thus, i f  he has no a lte rn a tiv e  

opportunity fo r wage employment, he and his fam ily are locked into  

the in ev itab le  diminution o f weekly wages that accompanies the in­

creasingly depressed condition of these islands. Even a cursory 

consideration o f the wages and employment opportunities fo r the 

Caribbean working population p rio r to the massive emigrations of the 

1930s reveals a s ig n if ic a n t contrast between the monocrop islands and 

the d iv e rs ifie d  a g ric u ltu ra l and in c ip ie n t in d u stria l islands.

Nevertheless, although economic and p o lit ic a l variables are 

s ig n if ic a n tly  involved in the shaping o f island p e rso n a lities , other 

socia l factors are so interwoven as to obscure the d is tin c t nature 

o f each separate thread. For example, the creole populations of
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B rit is h  Guiana and o f Trinidad during the mid-nineteenth century 

reacted qu ite  d if fe re n t ly  to the introduction of indentured contract 

laborers to the economy. The Guyanese response was h o s tile  and com- 

p e ti tiv e :

. . . the freed blacks fought the entry o f these laborers with  
a l l  the weapons a t th e ir  disposal. They te rro rize d  the East 
Ind ians, rid icu led  the Portuguese w ith the appelation o f "white 
n ig g e r,"  and appealed to the a b o lit io n is ts  and missionaries to  
save them from "the introduction o f masses of sensual and ido­
latrous A s iatics" . . . /who/ w il l  render nugatory the e f fo r t  
o f  the emancipated labourers . . . who are endeavoring to in­
culcate upon th e ir  ris in g  fam ilies  a p rac tica l respect fo r  the 
claims o f chastity  and other C hristian values. (Skinner I960:
9 Oh)

Moreover, the Guyanese did not re tre a t in the face o f active  p a r t ic i ­

pation  o f the East Indians in the a g ric u ltu ra l economy a fte r  the ex­

p ira t io n  o f the indentured contracts o f the la t te r .  Instead they 

maintained and even expanded th e ir  small land-holdings, and they 

competed fie rc e ly  w ith the industrious East Indians.

The Trin idad ians, on the other hand, were supplanted by East 

Indian and Chinese p lan tation  workers, and they "had no economic 

a lte rn a tiv e  but to re tre a t in to  the urbanized areas o f Port-of-Spain  

commerce and /Jater7" southern Trin idad o i l"  (Lewis 1968: 201).

The social s t r a t i f ic a t io n  and r iv a lr ie s  among ethn ic  groups 

th a t characterize the p lu ra l societies  o f the larger islands (see 

B raithw aite  I960; Skinner I960; R. T. Smith 1967) also were s ig n if i ­

cant factors in shaping the group ethos of the black p ro le ta r ia t  and 

small farmers. Skinner (I960) suggests that the Guyanese, by adhering 

to  European-imposed c u ltu ra l id ea ls , developed a ttitu d es  of social 

s u p e rio rity  towards the East Indians. The East Indians, maintaining  

th e ir  tra d itio n a l o rien ta tio n s , avoided social in te rac tio n  w ith the
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antagonistic  creoles, but rap id iy  secured superior economic foot­

holds In urban as w ell as in a g ric u ltu ra l occupations.

Social s tra t i f ic a t io n  in Jamaica, however, took a d iffe re n t  

form. Here the introduction o f indentured labor promoted the devel­

opment o f "Two Jamaicas" (Curtin  1968). Released from the ob liga­

tio n  o f p lan tation  labor, the great m ajority  o f freed blacks c u l t i ­

vated th e ir  own h il ls id e  farms and interacted not a t a ll  w ith  the 

indentured laborers. The growth o f e thnic  s o lid a r ity  (manifest as 

e a r ly  as 1865 in the Morant Bay Rebellion) did not stem from ethnic  

r iv a lr y  w ith the East Indians but from recognition by the blacks of 

the effectiveness o f mass p a rtic ip a tio n  in the redress o f le g is la ­

t iv e  oppression.

Another important variab le  in the development o f group iden­

t i f ic a t io n  was the a v a i la b i l i ty  o f education fo r the black popula­

tions in the d iffe re n t islands. In to  the la te  years o f Crown Colony 

ad m in is tra tio n , extensive education fo r the children of black la ­

borers was re s tric te d  "to  accommodate the p lanters ' notion that 

formal education a t any level would make children indisposed to jo in  

the labour force as manual workers; so that even today much is 

s t i l l  done to  in s t i l  in to  the mind of Barbadian youth the v irtu e  o f 

manual labour and the impropriety o f en te rta in in g  social asp ira­

tions" (Lewis 1968: 231).

In B ritis h  Guiana and Jamaica i t  was mainly in response to  

the continued e ffo r ts  o f energetic labor leaders that the colonial 

governments re lu c ta n tly  expanded and improved general educational 

f a c i l i t i e s .  The eventual provision (in  the th ird  decade o f the twen­

t ie th  century) o f un ivers ity  tra in in g  fo r secondary school graduates,
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however, quickly bore f r u i t :  now, many of the e ffe c tiv e  leaders o f 

p o l i t ic a l  p arties  on the larger islands are graduates o f local co l­

leges. In the sm aller, monocrop islands, on the other hand, the 

educational opportunities have remained lim ited  to primary schooling 

(from outdated m etropolitan cu rricu la ) and "p ra c tic a l"  tra in in g ;  

re la t iv e ly  few students from these islands are prepared fo r te r t ia ry  

education.

The West Indians In Aruba

I stress the differences in economic and educational oppor­

tu n it ie s  between the Big Island and Small Island blacks because o f 

the persistence o f d if fe re n t ia l se lf-reg ard  fo r the West Indian 

groups who m igratedto Aruba during the 1930s. For example, the con­

tra s ts  in island a ttitu d es  toward education— ranging from the pride  

voiced by Jamaican and Guyanese informants (none of whom boasted more 

than s ix  years o f primary education) to  the apologetic excuses offered  

by "small island" informants (who have, in fa c t, also experienced at 

le a s t s ix  years o f schooling)—re f le c t  the recurring d ifferences be­

tween p o s itive  and negative group image.

The various re lig ious  a f f i l ia t io n s  o f the West Indian seg­

ments in Aruba can also be traced back to the d if fe re n t ia l develop­

ments o f the B ritis h  Colonies. Although the e a rly  and continued 

e f fo r ts  o f Protestant missionaries to "c h ris tia n ize  the Africans" 

(Waddel) 1967) were undoubtedly successful everywhe re > the marked 

heterogeneity o f c u lt a f f i l ia t io n s  found among the blacks o f the larger  

islands is minimal among the Small Islanders. Thus "The Revival, Re­

v iv a l Zion, Pocomania, Convice, and other Jamaican A fro -C hristian



166

c u lts "  (Lowenthal 1972: 115) have not spread to the islands of S t.

K i t t s ,  Nevis, o r Barbados. The Small Island fo lk  "remain in estab- 

1 Ished denominations and shun revivalism , resembling American Negro 

B ap tis t and Methodist sects In th e ir  more orthodox behaviour" (Lowen- 

th a l 1972: 116).

One social c h a ra c te ris tic  common to both "Large and Small 

Island" West Indian segments in Aruba is the "m atrifocal condition"

(see Solien I960; Clarke 1957). However, i ts  occurrence among V illag e  

residents in S t. Nicholas is a recent phenomenon, an adaptation to the 

economic conditions in Aruba during the 1950s, rather than to a con­

tin u a tio n  o f some general Caribbean pattern .

Solien (I960) introduces her analysis o f Caribbean household 

arrangements w ith the d e fin itio n  o f "fam ily" as "a groip of people 

bound together by tha t complex set o f re lationships known as kinship  

t ie s ,  between a t least two o f whom there ex is ts  a conjugal re la tio n ­

ship" (Solien 196O: 106). She excludes from consideration as a fam ily  

u n it  the "s ingle parent" and her dependent children: " I would not ca ll 

th is  u n it a fam ily a t a l l :  consisting only o f a mother and her c h il­

dren, i t  is on a lower level o f organization than a fam ily which must 

include a conjugal re la tionsh ip  and what Fortes would c a ll p a tr i-  

f 11ia tio n "  (S o lie r  I960: 105).

My female West Indian informants who liv e  in the V illa g e  area 

o f  S t. Nicholas would be shocked to hear o f th e ir  d e fin itio n a l exclu­

sion from fam ily status. Each o f these women (the primary contributor 

to  the support o f her children) refers w ith  fie rc e  pride to  her "fam ily"  

and asserts that the years o f hardship and s a c rific e  are more than re­

paid  by the "loving consideration" she continues to receive from her 

c h iId ren .
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That so many o f the West Indian women who continue to reside 

in  Aruba are "s ing le  mothers" from the small Islands o f Barbados, St. 

K it ts ,  Nevis, and S t. Vincent, derives from the casual h ir in g  and de­

lib e ra te  f ir in g  practices o f the Lago re fin ery  management. The major- 

i ty o f the men from the small and large islands who were h ired by Lago 

during the boom period o f 1930-1950 stayed long enough to " s e tt le  in" 

and estab lish  "fam ilies"  (some o f the unions were le g a l, some con­

sensual, some "going together" arrangements).^

Between 1940 and 1954, thousands o f West Indian men were 

" la id  o f f"  by the re f in e ry .*0 Loss o f work permit and of residence 

v is a  quickly followed dism issal, and most o f the men returned to th e ir  

home islands w ith in  two months a fte r  being f ire d . Many o f th e ir  

women, however, remained in Aruba, having secured wage employment as 

domestics and s leep -in  maids. With the expansion o f the to u r is t  

industry and the construction o f additional hotels and restaurants, 

the women could secure additional p art-tim e and fu ll- t im e  employment.

A few hundred West Indian men, who had been lucky enough 

a f te r  th e ir  dismissal from Lago to find  immediate employment a t gaso- 

I ine service s ta tio n s , bars, and restaurants, retained th e ir  work 

perm its and residence visas. Some of these men have secured perma­

nent visas through marriage to A n tillean  women. Although such an 

a llia n c e  does not guarantee the husband any legal eq u a lity  with  

Aruban nationals i t  does make the "outsider" less vulnerable to ex­

pu ls ion , as the children o f the union can apply fo r c itizen sh ip  upon 

reaching the age o f 18.

Thus, fo r most o f the West Indian women residing in Aruba, 

the establishment of th e ir  own m atrifocal households represented the
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only p ractica l solution to the problems o f ch ild -rea rin g  and the 

severely unbalanced sex r a t io .^  For them to have returned to th e ir  

home islands w ith th e ir  mates would almost c e rta in ly  guarantee 

chronic underemployment fo r the couples.

Since the 1930s Aruba has offered  to leg itim ate  residents  

re la t iv e ly  greater opportunity fo r employment and higher wages than 

have any o f the other Caribbean islands. Indeed, many of the long­

time resident women have managed to save enough money out o f th e ir  

monthly wages (approximately 120 f i s . )  to feed, c lo the , and educate 

th e ir  ch ild ren , as w ell as to advance the passages from th e ir  home 

is land o f s is te rs , nieces, and female friends to secure work in 

Aruba.

Another genera lization  said to  be c h a ra c te ris tic  o f the p lura l 

structures o f Caribbean society is the "overrid ing colour conscious­

ness" (Henriquez 1953: 46). The d is tas te  that the Arubans express 

fo r  the "b lacks," however, cannot simply be explained in terms of 

phenotype. Arubans assign the West Indians o f a l l  shades to the 

lowest levels o f the social h ierarchy, according to th e ir  places o f 

o r ig in ; the black (Dutch) Anti 1 leans occupy a c le a rly  higher le v e l,  

and black-skinned Arubans are s t i l l  more elevated. The fac t that 

most o f the Caribbean residents have consistently  earned higher wages 

(and display considerably more items o f conspicuous consumption) than 

have the Arubano cunucu nationals c e rta in ly  raises th e ir  standing in the 

economic h ierarchy, but i t  has done nothing to  enhance th e ir  social 

standing.

The res id en tia l surroundings o f the m ajority  o f the West In ­

dians are hardly conducive to ra is ing  the social status o f the
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occupants. The V illa g e , home fo r the lower- and many middle-class  

West Indians, as described by Hartog (1961) "was knocked together 

out o f everything that could be la id  hands on. Petrol cans were 

eagerly  co llected  to provide m aterial fo r w alls" (Hartog 1961: 317).

I f  the in i t ia l  and "temporary" constructions of the 1930s 

were ramshackle hovels then, the appearance o f the present-day 

V illa g e  has fu rth er deterio ra ted . The unpaved lanes that lead o f f  

the main s tre e t o f S t. Nicholas are so rutted  as to  present a real 

hazard to pedestrian and d riv e r. The average " c e ll"  that serves as 

home fo r the single mothers and fo r a few " ltv e  together" couples 

and th e ir  children measures ten fee t by twelve fe e t; p a rtitio n s  of 

sheets or beads mark o f f  the living-room , bedroom, d in ing, and k i t ­

chen areas. Water and e le c t r ic i t y  are included in the monthly 

ren ta ls  but the plumbing and u t i l i t i e s  are inadequate and usually  

i n o p e r a t i v e , ^  In contrast, the greater s ize  and more costly  fu r ­

nishings o f the conjugal dwellings seem luxurious. I was surprised, 

th e re fo re , to  detect no signs o f envy or o f d issa tis fac tio n  from my 

s in g le  "Small island" female informants towards th e ir  more "respect­

ab le" neighbors; nor did the married women disdain th e ir  single  

fr ie n d s . Each reserved her contempt and antagonistic  remarks fo r  

the small number o f remaining Big Island residents.

Throughout the f i r s t  period o f my fieldwork i was unaware o f 

th is  h o s t i l i ty  between West Indian islanders. My in i t ia l  contacts 

were w ith West Indians from the Leeward Islands o f S t. K itts , Nevis, 

and Barbados, As these people introduced me to th e ir  friends and 

neighbors, and I met th e ir  fe llow  parishioners a t the Methodist, 

Anglican, and Baptist churches, I assumed that my sample o f West
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Indian informants was representative o f the e a r l ie r  migrant 

fo rce .

Toward the end o f tha t f i r s t  summer o f 1969, however, as 

the opposition party o f the AVP stepped up its  campaign a c t iv it ie s  

and the im plications o f its  slogan "Aruba fo r Arubans" became more 

obvious, the V illa g e  became a closed enclave. My appointments fo r  

interview s were abruptly cancelled (p o lite ly  but w ithout explana­

t io n ) .  The West Indian social clubs closed th e ir  door to outsiders. 

F in a lly , and too la te  fo r me to pursue her lead, my closest acquaint­

ance, a "single mother" from St. K it ts , voiced the apprehensions o f 

the V illa g e  community:

We know that i f  they can carry out th e ir  promise to get r id  
o f everybody but Arubans, w e 'll  be the f i r s t  to go. They've 
already managed to throw out most o f the Bee Gees and the 
Jamaicans and Trin idadians. . . . Thank the Lord. Now th e y 'll  
have to  show th e ir  su p erio rity  by attacking the small island  
fo lk .  They're c e llin g  us that i f  we don't vote fo r them /th e  
AVP7 w e 'II  re a lly  get i t .  . . . I t 's  crazy, most o f us don't 
have the vote. . . . The people they re a lly  want to get r id  o f 
are the Curacellaneans . . . you known, th a t's  a d iffe re n t kind 
o f  black. The Arubans hate them because they have more power . . . 
the Arubans are ju s t th e ir  puppets.

During my 1971 studies I began to inquire in to  the antagonism
14

o f  the "Small Islander" toward the "Big Island" people. This inquiry  

revealed the importance o f Lago's h irin g  and f ir in g  practices. There­

fo re , I included in my next period o f f ie ld  interviews w ith Lago and 

government adm inistrators,questions about the West Indians who had 

once comprised almost h a lf  o f the to ta l work force . My s p ec ific  aim 

was to check the a lle g a tio n s , made by West Indian informants, th a t, 

since the e a r lie s t  years o f re fin ery  operations, the dismissal o f em­

ployees followed a d e lib era te  policy agreement between the re finery  

management and the government adm in istrators, namely, that the West
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Indian men would be dismissed and, whenever possib le, Arubans be 

assigned to th e ir  jobs. The discussion that fo llow s,' there fo re , is  

la rg e ly  a reconstruction o f the features o f a segment o f the popula­

tio n  most o f whose members no longer reside in Aruba.

In contrast to  the qu iet entry o f the small numbers o f Ash- 

kenazim and Chinese in to  the Aruban economy, the a rr iv a l o f the Carib­

bean immigrants created immediate and threatening waves in S t. Nicho­

l a s . ^  Whereas the merchant groups were never in d ire c t competition 

w ith  the Aruban working force and indeed were welcomed fo r the goods 

and services they o ffe re d , the West Indians were not merely competi­

to rs  w ith , but actual replacements fo r the "a lco h o lic , u n re lia b le , 

and unskilled  Arubans" (Personal communication: Lago superintendent).

The small group o f tech n ica lly  tra ined or university-educated  

Big Island men who arrived  to  f i l l  the openings fo r foremenand managers 

(positions that had never been offered  to the Arubans) was resented 

fo r  th e ir  "arrogance and s u p e rio r ity ."  The larger group o f Big and 

Small Island laborers (eventually  numbering in the thousands) re­

ceived the f u l l  b las t o f Aruban animosity.

I have received contradictory explanations fo r the decision o f  

the Lago management to import large numbers o f Caribbean workers. The 

reasons given by each o f the groups are more than Rashomonian re fle c ­

tions o f group perceptions. They also represent the co n flic tin g  s e l f -  

in te res ts  o f the manipulators and the manipulated:

Aruban "Papiamentu was an inadequate language so they
had to bring in English-speaking outsiders"

West Indian "The Arubans were uncultured and i l l i t e r a t e —
and they d id n 't know how to deal w ith  Americans"
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Lago adm inistrators "The Arubans lacked technical s k i l ls .  . . 
They were undependable and unmotivated.
I f  they'd been out drinking the night 
before (and they always were) they might 
not show up fo r a few days. . . . The 
island only had a small number o f q u a li­
fie d  workers. We needed a much larger  
force than the island provided."

National government 
o ff ic ia ls

"Non-national workers can be con tro lled . 
I f  they act up they can e a s ily  be de­
ported and replaced."

An outspoken Arubiano o f f ic ia l  in the Department o f Economic 

W elfare insisted  that the "contro l" fac to r coincided not only w ith the 

h ir in g  practices but also w ith the f ir in g  p o lic ies  o f the Lago manage­

ment. "And since they /LagoZ were, in e f fe c t ,  the government here in 

Aruba u n til we gained independence / ? / ,  n a tu ra lly  the Dutch colonials  

worked hand in hand w ith them. But the reai control showed in the order 

o f the la y o ffs ."

Even before the large-scale  dismissal o f workers follow ing upon 

the automation o f the major operations of the re fin e ry , s ig n if ic a n t  

numbers o f Jamaican, Guyanese, and Trin idadian workers were fire d  

from Lago and returned to th e ir  home ports.

The^ were a c tiv e ly  involved in union a c t iv it ie s  which resulted  
in  th e / j r 7  deportation a fte r  the f i r s t  main s tr ik e . . . . I t  is 
in te res tin g  to note that some o f the ex-Lago employees have, upon 
return ing  to  th e ir  home islands, become a c tiv e ly  involved in p o li­
t ic s  and two have become prime m in isters . (Green 1969: 88- 89)

The Big Island men, a t f i r s t  preferred  by the Lago managers fo r  

th e ir  "quickness and a d ap tab ility  to American methods," soon were per­

ceived as threatening the au thority  o f the exp atria te  foremen and super­

v is o rs . A former employee fo r Lago referred  w ith anger to the Jamaican, 

T rin id ad ian , and Guyanese workers:
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. . . Those B ritis h  ag ita to rs  to ld  us that we should s tr ik e  fo r  
b e tte r  conditions. We were forced to accept decisions we d id n 't  
want.

For the f i r s t  years we could not explain ourselves to our 
bosses so the B ritis h  acted as interm ediaries. They explained  
our wishes th e ir  way to make us look bad.

When the "ag ita to rs" and th e ir  Caribbean follow ers were id e n tif ie d , they

were f ire d  and deported w ith in  twenty-four h o u rs .^

The c o lle c tiv e  representation o f "cu ltu ra l su p erio rity"  to  

which the West Indians subscribed exacerbated the already negative 

a ttitu d e s  o f the Arubans: " In  the past the English f e l t  that the

ord inary native  Arubans had not been s u ff ic ie n t ly  exposed c u ltu ra lly ,  

were 'no t to o c lever,' th a t they lacked in te res t and in i t ia t iv e  in 

' getting  ahead1" (Green 1969: 169).

In 1971, however, as I inquired in to  the intra-group d i f f e r ­

ences, I heard very few assertions o f c u ltu ra l su p erio rity  from West 

Indian informants. The remaining segment has considerably modified 

i t s  c ritic ism s of the Aruban nationa ls . For one th ing , the present 

degree o f lite ra c y  and m u lti-lin g u a l f a c i l i t y  o f the Aruban community 

renders the e a r l ie r  West Indian judgment large ly  inapplicab le . More 

im portant, the e n tire  West Indian segment now recognizes its  vulnera­

b i l i t y  in lig h t o f the increasingly n a tio n a lIs tic  sentiments o f the 

dominant Aruban m ajority .

To date, the black community from the small dependencies o f 

S t. K it ts ,  Nevis, and Barbados has been more successful than have the 

Big Islanders in d e flec tin g  the animosity o f the nations: "They're

more lik e  us . . . q u ie t, they mind th e ir  own business . . . and they 're  

more re lig io u s  . . . not lik e  those Bee Gees and Jamaicans . . .  or even 

those Calypso loudmouths who were not only noisy but arrogant and s in fu l.
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The Windward Islanders understand that the "more lik e  us" 

encomium expresses re la tiv e  to lerance, but c e rta in ly  not acceptance 

In to  the Aruban socie ty . A K itt la n  informant said:

We never re a lly  fee l comfortable w ith them. Even the n icer  
ones somehow le t  us know they fee l superior to us. The poorest 
Aruban knows that he owns this island— and that he's ju s t le t t in g  
us stay here as long as we don 't make troub le . When the big 
shot Bee Gees and Jamaicans l e f t ,  things were b e tte r fo r us.
But that doesn't mean w e're here to stay.

Or, as re la ted  by a Trin idadian who married an Aruban woman:

When t married her in 1950, her parents were w ild . A fte r a 
w h ile  I was more or less accepted in the fam ily , but they (my 
w ife ,  too) always manage to le t  me know that I'm  black . . . 
even though one o f the other daughters is married to a S t. Mar­
t in s  man who's re a lly  black . . . and they don't bug him . . .
I wanted to move out o f St. Nicholas a few years ago, but my 
w ife 's  fam ily said i t  would be b e tte r i f  we stayed here. B etter 
fo r  who?

Green (1969) described the a ttitu d e  o f most Arubans toward

the V illa g e  residents:

They are generally looked down upon as th is  is considered an 
area o f v ice , loose fam ily t ie s ,  and poorly reared ch ildren . 
Observation has shown that th is  area /a ls o / has French (blacks 
from Martinique and Guadelope), Colombian . . . and Curacellanean 
fa m ilie s  as w ell as "English".

In ad d itio n , some o f these residents hold s k ille d  posts at 
Lago and other businesses. They e ith e r  continue to think of 
th e ir  residence in the area as temporary or are caught in a 
web o f fam ily t ie s  and customs which does not allow  unmarried 
fam ily  members to liv e  away from home. (Green 1969: 99)

These observations do not address the involuntary nature of 

residence in the V illa g e  ghetto stemming from the coercive pressures 

employed by the local rea lto rs  (who act in cooperation w ith the De­

partment o f Social W elfare) to "keep the blacks in one place" (Arubano 

socia l worker, March 1971).

The head o f the inflammatory MEP party (which gained several 

seats In the Central leg is la tu re  in the 1973 e lections) explained the
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delay in the implementation o f the government's plan to raze the 

V illa g e  "eyesore" and to provide a lte rn a tiv e  low-cost houses fo r  

residents o f the V illa g e :

W ell, have you seen the housing p ro ject outside S t. Nicholas 
( o f f  the main s treets  and e ffe c tiv e ly  hidden from notice)? i t 's  
almost fin ished . I t  was actu a lly  b u ilt  to give low-cost housing 
to  poor Arubano fa m ilie s , but . . .  I th ink when we come to power 
a f te r  next year's  island e le c tio n s , w e 'll push through our pro­
posal to move the blacks fronthe V illag e  and put them a ll  there.
. . . I t 's  b e tte r that way. They lik e  to  liv e  together . . . you 
know, i t 's  the tra d itio n a l system o f the blacks to liv e  p ra c ti­
c a lly  one on top of the other . . . and besides /sm lleZ  we can 
keep a b e tte r eye on them i f  they 're  together.

Just outside the "English" enclave are several public  (but 

tu it io n  paid) schools, b u i l t  in the 1940s and 1950s from metropolI tan 

funds. These schools were s p e c ific a lly  intended to absorb' the large 

in f lu x  o f Protestant fa m ilie s . Whereas the Chinese Immigrants were 

to ld  that the Dutch schools had no room fo r  th e ir  ch ild ren , so that 

the Chinese were obliged to en ro ll th e ir  children in the Roman Catho­

l i c  schools, the parochial schools could not handle the thousands of 

new (and mostly Protestant) immigrants. Thus, the Dutch public  

schools o f St. Nicholas educate the children o f b lack, Jewish, and 

the few Dutch residents o f the re fin ery  town: the Roman Catholic

schools o f S t. Nicholas o ffe r  to the Aruban, Chinese, "French," and 

oth er Roman Catholic non-nationals a parochia l, Latin ized add itive  to 

the modified Dutch curriculum.

The consequent advantage to the Caribbean pupils o f the " l i t t l e  

Dutch schools" o f being taught by metropolitans may w ell have been an 

important fac to r in th e ir  securing o f subsidized scholarships. Since 

the 1940s Lago has offered two types of scholarships to q u a lif ie d  ap­

p lica n ts  (the f i r s t  q u a lif ic a tio n  fo r application  is that applicant must
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be a son o f a Lago employee): a subsidized: tra in in g  program in the

Lago Vocational School (th is  school was closed In the la te  1960s) 

and a fu l l  tu itio n  scholarship (plus allowances fo r trave l and board) 

leading to an engineering degree in a un ivers ity  in the United States 

( th is  program is s t i l l  in e f fe c t ) .  That so many Caribbean students 

won the un ivers ity  scholarships is c ited  by an Aruban e d ito r  o f a 

Papiamentu newspaper to be a d ire c t cause o f the "backward condition" 

o f the present-day Aruban lower classes:

The Lago Vocational School was a bad thing fo r our people.
Lago said "We are the benefactors. We w il l  take your children  
in  when they leave school; the b rig h t children are welcome at 
Lago to  learn a trade and prepare fo r a job with the company."

The parents In those days did not look fu rth e r than th e ir
nose, they only saw how the children could study near home and
make money. So they sent to Lago one hundred of the brightest
ch ild ren — and Lago got out o f these boys lovely tradesmen and 
laboratory workers. But the island o f Aruba did not get out 
o f  th e ir  "brains of re la tio n s " , academicians, "heads" that 
could, when they were prepared, enter the government and take 
the resp o n s ib ility  of island government on th e ir  shoulders.

The foreigners, esp ec ia lly  the English, prepared th e ir  
c h ild re n , getting  them out to college and even masters degrees. 
They pushed them to try  fo r the special scholarships o f Lago.
Then those boys came back as engineers and are working fo r Lago. 
They have been thus created—while "our brains" went to make 
tradesmen. They gave the scholarships to the B ritis h  because 
to  be able to compete in the world market they need men who have 
the same capacity as the foreigners but w il l  not make the same 
money as the foreigners.

Just as the educational and res id en tia l enclaving separated 

the West Indians from the Arubans, the re lig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n s  o f the 

former group a lienated them from the Roman Catholic m ajo rity . An 

Anglican church, a Baptist church, and two large Methodist churches 

(one in town, the e th e r  on the o u tsk irts  o f S t. Nicholas and presided 

over by an Ir is h  m in ister) are attended regu larly  by a m ajority  o f the 

"s in g le  mothers," married couples, and dependent children o f the black 

community. A fa ir -s iz e d  Pentecostal church has, since the la te  1950s,
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a ttra c te d  a growing number o f disenchanted Methodists, who s ta te  

th a t the "excitement o f Pentecostal ism gives more fla v o r to our 

11ves."

A few s to re -fro n t churches, such as the Church o f Zion 

(which syncopates its  Southern B aptist hymns and includes bongo 

p layers , g u ita r is ts , and tambourine thumpers in its  congregation), 

open fo r a few years and then are replaced by res id en tia l units or

by small grocery stores. As one o f my Methodist informants see i t :

These t i t t l e  bastard churches are fo r the shoppers. The 
f l ig h ty  women go from one to another . . .  as soon as they 
hear tha t i t 's  more l iv e ly  in one store th e y 'l l  try  i t  fo r a 
w h ile . . . . Most o f us, though, we know that a good, devout 
Methodist is doing rig h t in the eyes o f the Lord. The best 
tiling  about our church is tha t i t 's  ju s t lik e  the one a t home 
/Barbados/. . . . And my friends from the other islands say 
i t ' s  ju s t lik e  th e ir  home church too. . . .  We had an Ir is h
m in is te r in our home parish too. . . .

But those Arubans, they say our churches are ju s t r ig h t 
fo r  us blacks. We couldn 't liv e  up the demands and the s a c ri­
f ic e s  th e ir  church asks o f them. Those hypocrites. . . every 
Aruban man has to drink him self b lind  in the rum shops next to 
every Catholic church before he can get up the courage to go 
in  to confession.

The Protestant churches o ffe r  to the black fam ilies  regular 

programs o f social a c t iv it ie s :  beach p icn ics , community suppers,

sports events fo r children and adu lts . For the past few years these 

programs have been expanding, to substitu te  fo r the island associa­

tions or clubs that had formerly played an Important ro le  in the 

segregation o f Caribbean island groups (see Green 1969). As the 

black population of Aruba diminished, most o f these social clubs 

closed. The few remaining clubs, bearing such curious names as 

"Ancient Order o f Foresters Friendly Society" and "United Order o f 

Mechanics Friendly Society" are presently attended by more women 

than men. These, and the Central Boys Dominoes Club (which features
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pool and card playing more than dominoes), are open to " a l l  in the 

V illa g e ."

The e ffo r ts  o f the Protestant churches and the social clubs 

to  a t tra c t the teen-aged children of the V illag e  people have been 

met w ith increasing, and hardly passive, resistance by the adoles­

cents. The black youth not only puzzle, but also frig h ten  th e ir  

parents. Since the la te  1960s many o f the youngsters, in search of 

a "black id e n tity ,"  have organized "Power to the People" clubs, sport 

A fro  h a irs ty les  and pseudo-African c lo th ing , and present a united 

fro n t o f defiance to  the local a u th o ritie s , to the Arubans, to the 

storekeepers, and to  th e ir  own parents. This overt "disrespect" is 

perceived by the o lder West Indians to be the major fac to r in stimu­

la tin g  the growing h o s t i l i ty  o f the Aruban nationals toward the whole 

black community:

T h e y 'll get us thrown out ye t. I t 's  ju s t the excuse the 
Arubans need to get r id  o f a l l  the B ritis h . Things were so nice  
and peaceful here a fte r  most o f the Big Island folks le f t .
Now . . . who knows how long we can stay. . . . I ' l l  te l l  you 
th is ,  though . . . a f te r  they get us o u t, th e y 'l l  turn on th e ir  
own blacks. I f  tha t new party gets in w e 'll  be out on the f i r s t  
plane. That leader likes  to raise his people up. He knows he 
can get them together by blaming us (and those Jews) fo r  a l l  the 
trouble  here.

Although i t  is hardly lik e ly  that the "new party" w i l l  act 

immediately on its  "promise" to expel non-nationals (because— as my 

informants in the Department o f Economic Welfare sadly acknowledge— 

th is  would create havoc w ith the economy) the West Indians in Aruba 

are c e rta in ly  a "vulnerable" segment. Less crucia l to the to u r is t  

industry than the Ashkenazim and the Chinese, and considered as 

"non-essentia l" by the Lago management and the local government,
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the West Indians may indeed, w ith in  the next few years, be forced 

to  emigrate once again.
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NOTES

During the second and th ird  periods o f my fieldwork studies,
I heard the Arubans re fe r to the blacks as "West Indians" or "Carib- 
beans" more often than as "English."

^For Arubans, as w ell as fo r  many other Caribbean islanders.
(s e e ,fo r  example, Henriquez 1953 and H intz 197*0, skin color is not 
an absolute mark of negritude. Indeed, I have Interviewed many 
Arubans whose phenotype would lead me to c la s s ify  them as "b lack ."
However, they see themselves (and are viewed by fe llow  Arubans) as 
"whi te ."

^According to  a 1951 census, the ra t io  o f Aruban to "B ritis h "  
employees was 2 ,465:2 ,252 . For "other than Lago employment" the 
r a t io  was s im ila r , 1,967:1,089.

H he Big Island term refers  more to the re la t iv e ly  indus­
t r ia l iz e d  and a g r ic u ltu ra lly  d iv e rs ifie d  nature o f the economies of 
Jamaica, T rin id ad , and the (SouthernAmerican mainland) economy of 
B rit is h  Guiana than to  th e ir  actual s ize . Small Is land , on the other 
hand, refers  to  the "sugar" monocrop islands.

^The colonial and post-colonial periods o f Caribbean h istory  
are  w ell documented: see Comitas 1968, Lowenthal 1972, Goveia 1965.
For a social h is tory  of the Dutch Windward islands, see Keur I960.

^Furnivalt defines a p lu ra l society as one composed of two 
o r  more elements (or social orders) which, although inhabiting the 
same area, nevertheless do not commingle. Thus each group maintains 
i t s  own re lig ious  identity , unique c u ltu re , customs, and language.
The sole point o f contact is in the market place.

^In B ritis h  Guiana, fo r example, the creole-East Indian 
r iv a lr y  has motivated the p o lit ic a l  activism  and economic development 
o f  each segment. This r iv a lry  has persisted in present-day Guyanese society.

ft
Parry and Sherlock (1966) reveal th e ir  p a te rn a lis tic  bias in 

th e ir  apologia fo r Crown Colony adm in istration: " I t  prepared the way 
fo r  social and economic development, fo r  i t  introduced a po licy  o f 
trusteeship  . . .  its  basic p rin c ip le  being the d ire c t protection by 
the Crown of the unrepresented class, which takes the place o f repre­
sentation" (Parry and Sherlock 1963: 217).

9"lhe Dutch regulations fo r entry and continued stay in Aruba have 
served to increase formal marriages and l im it  some of the ex tra ­
m arita l a c t iv ity  among the ' f o lk 1. In order fo r mates to en te r, 
couples had to be leg a lly  married and a fte r  the e a r lie s t  years o f  
immigration, adequate housing had to be secured fo r the fam ily or 
spouse. . . .  as a resu lt numerous B ritis h  fa m ilie s , or couples
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where one Is B r it is h , l iv e /d 7  in legal re la tio n sh ip s ."  (Green 
1969: 87-88)

Many of the "e x tra -le g a l"  consensual re lationships (and only 
k o f the 30 West Indian women I interviewed had ever been leg a lly  
married) took place a fte r  19^0 , when single g ir ls  and women began to  
em igrate to  Aruba in response to the demand fo r domestics. At that 
tim e , Aruban females were not permitted by th e ir  fam ilies  to work or 
to  liv e  away from home.

^According to my informants, most o f the Jamaican, T r in i­
dadian, and Guyanese workers were discharged before the 1950s,
"because they were trouble-makers, urging the Arubans to s tr ik e  fo r  
higher wages and b e tte r working conditions, and then staying in the 
background when the Arubans went out on s tr ik e ."  A fte r the comple­
tio n  of construction and automation o f the re fin e ry , most o f the 
Small Island men were dismissed.

^The census yearbooks do not include male:female ra tio s , but 
my West Indian informants agree that there are a t least four unmarried 
women fo r each single man.

^Many o f my informants send th e ir  pre-school children back 
to  th e ir  home islands. They send money each month to pay fo r the 
"caretaker" services provided fo r the children by the grandmother or 
aunt. When the ch ild  is o f school age, my "single-mothers" send fo r  
them and en ro ll them In S t. Nicholas schools. Thus the women can 
m aintain fu ll- t im e  employment shortly  a f te r  the b ir th  o f th e ir  c h il­
dren.

)3 | asked one o f my "s ingle mothers" i f  she would rather 
l iv e  in her home is land , assuming she could earn the same wages back 
home: " F irs t ,  I couldn 't earn the same wages. Second, why would I
want to liv e  there? Here I can have my very own house." This la s t 
was said while she surveyed her meagerly furnished shack w ith obvious 
p r id e .

^Lewis (1972) notes: "The Trin idadian a ttitu d e  toward the
'sm all islands' has been one o f genial contempt, the Jamaican a t t i ­
tude one of sheer d is in te re s t, compounded by gross ingorance" (Lewis 
1968: 130).

^ F o r several years, in fa c t in to  the 1950s when thousands of 
blacks were returned to th e ir  home islands, the contact between the 
populations o f S t. Nicholas and Oranjestad, however, was s lig h t . In 
my interviews w ith the Ashkenazim and the Arubans who lived  in or near 
the c a p ita l,  Oranjestad, I came to re a lize  th a t the sixteen kilometers 
between the towns might have been sixteen hundred, fo r a l l  the in te r ­
e s t and awareness the residents o f one town showed in the other.
Several people from the small v illa g es  north o f Oranjestad assert that 
there are more blacks in Aruba now than a t any time in her h is to ry . In fa c t,  
as these v illa g es  are closer to the hotel complex than to the re fin e ry , 
many Arubans are experiencing th e ir  f i r s t  real contact w ith black domes­
t ic s ,  w a iters , and bartenders.
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^During the summer of 1973, I witnessed a s im ila r  " f ir in g  
and deportation" incident. A group o f 130 Colombians, brought in by 
a construction company under contract to Lago, engaged in a "spon­
taneous" w alk-out. Exactly twenty-four hours a f te r  they returned to 
the p la n t, I watched th e ir  departure in an unscheduled charter plane 
headed fo r Colombia.



CHAPTER EIGHT

THE LAGO MANAGEMENT: POWER ELITE

The term " e l ite "  was f i r s t  used by seventeenth century shop­
keepers to describe th e ir  best q u a lity  merchandise. (Lipset 
and Solari 1967: v iJ)

Although the authors assert th a t, according to present-day 

usage, the term applies to those positions in society which are a t 

the summits o f key social structures (th a t is , the higher positions  

in  the economy, government, mi 1itary , p o l i t ic s , and the professions), 

I believe that the Lago executives and adm inistrators I interviewed  

during the summer o f 1973 would feel more comfortable w ith the o r i ­

g ina l d e fin it io n  than with the contemporary one. While they agreed 

th a t in to  World War I I  " . . .w e  were the government," the policy  

o f  the parent company now d ic tates  that th e ir  a f f i l ia t e s  maintain  

a low p ro f i le  in the governmental a f fa irs  o f the host country.!

The e ffe c t  o f th is  low p r o f i le ,  however, is covert, instead o f overt 

p a rtic ip a tio n  in the determination o f government p o licy .

For the past fo rty  years the resident population o f Aruba 

has read ily  acknowledged Its  dependence, in d iv id u a lly  and co llec ­

t iv e ly ,  on the Lago O il and Transport Company. This dependence, 

however, is expressed in economic terms: the jobs and pensions of

former and present-dpy employees, the annual taxes paid by Lago to 

the Central Government, and the re la ted  benefits  of Lago operations
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to  the shopowners, construction companies and crews, and the restau­

rants and bars.

Curiously, a l l  o f my informants placed the Lago executives 

a t  the summit o f the is land 's  economic hierarchy, when, in fa c t ,  the 

annual sa la ries  (or the to ta l "known" income) o f the president, v ice - 

presid en t, superintendents, and managers are re la t iv e ly  moderate and 

s ta b le , compared to the r is in g  incomes of the Ashkenazic and Chinese 

merchants, and a few Arublano extended fam ilies .

Few o f my informants, however, recognize the p o lit ic a l  in f lu ­

ence of the management o f the company, and none o f my Informants was 

aware o f the larger networks of manipulative control that the parent 

company, Exxon, wields through its  a f f i l i a t e ,  L a g o .3 Although the 

l i te ra tu re  on the h is to ry  o f Standard O il o f New Jersey (since 1972, 

Exxon) is often contrad icto ry , I submit that the real "power" o f the 

Lago management lies  not in the executive o ffic e s  in Seroe Colorado 

but issues d ire c tly  from the New York and Coral Gable o ffices  o f 

Exxon. For w hile the handbook published in 1964 by the Standard O il 

Company o f New Jersey states that

. . . a l l  a f f i l ia t e s  are highly independent; each has its  own 
o ff ic e rs  and d irec to rs  who manage its  a f fa irs .  A policy o f de­
c e n tra liz a tio n  o f management, in fa c t, has long existed in the 
Jersey Standard fam ily . I t  is based in part on the b e lie f  that 
spreading resp o n s ib ility  throughout the organization gives many 
people opportunity to  grow in a b i l i ty .  Moreover, decisions made 
by men who are a c tu a lly  resident in and fa m ilia r  w ith a p a r t i ­
c u la r country or region are more l ik e ly  to be correct and prompt.

Larson, Knowlton, and Popple (1971: 802) assert:

The parent company (in  1927) developed a complex system o f com­
munication—w ritten  and personal, v e rt ic a l and h o rizo n ta l. Com­
munication became increasingly important as the company's invest­
ments and operations grew in size  and complexity. . . .  A compre­
hensive number o f w ritte n  reports kept the parent company informed
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about the operations of a f f i l i a t e s .  . . . Two-way personal con­
s u lta t io n  tied  the various departments and d iv is ions o f the 
parent company closer to th e ir  counterparts among a f f i l ia t e s .

I experienced the same contradiction during my f i r s t  week 

o f  interviews a t Lago. Contrary to the smiling assertion by the 

President o f Lago tha t the parent company " is  not concerned w ith our 

meetings w ith  government and union o f f ic ia ls  and w ith the community," 

a recently appointed Arublano manager to ld  me: "A ll our hands are

t ie d . U n til word comes down from the States no one, not even the 

President can make a move!"

Out o f my d ire c t contacts w ith the " fro n t o ffic e s"  o f Exxon 

and Lago, I have determined that these patently  contradictory s ta te ­

ments can be blended to reveal the actual po licy  o f Exxon w ith re­

gard to its  a f f i l ia t e s .  Although the parent company does delegate  

to  i ts  overseas managers the au thority  to make some autonomous deci­

sions (p a rtic u la r ly  in matters a ffe c tin g  local public  re la tio n s , 

contributions to local organizations out o f its  annual budget, the 

h ir in g  and f ir in g  o f local w orkers), a l l  o f these a c t iv i t ie s ,  as 

w ell as data re levant to re fin e ry  operations, are included in the 

reg u lar reports of the a f f i l i a t e s .

The geographical separation o f the overseas company from 

the metropole affords i t  no de ju re  iso la tio n . Regularly scheduled 

(and frequent unscheduled) o f f ic ia l  and u n o ffic ia l reports from a ll  

departments o f Lago leave the isfand v ia  a irm ail and a d ire c t te le ­

phone cable lin e . These reports receive almost instant response:

Lago decisions are e ith e r  confirmed or reversed by return cables 

and telephone c a lls  from the New York or Coral Cable headquarters 

o f  Inter-American A ffa irs .
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Because Lago Is  but a small cog In the omnipresent wheel 

o f  Exxon Corporation, the covert and overt power I t  wields over the 

economic, p o l i t ic a l ,  and social a f fa irs  o f the resident population 

can best be understood in the context o f the development o f th is  most

powerful o f the "Seven S is te r"  m u ltinational o i l  corporations.** By

extension, the increasing in te res t o f the Venezuelan government in 

the Lago re fin e ry  is d ire c tly  tie d  to the humble o rig ins  of the Lago 

O il and Transport Company, L td ., in the Maracaibo basin o f northeastern  

Venezuela.

The phenomenal growth o f Jersey Standard, from the v e r t ic a lly

in tegrated  Standard O il Trust that was dissolved into separate s tate

corporations a fte r  the Sherman A nti-T rust Decision in 1911, to the

m ulti corporate g iant Exxon Corporation, is d ire c tly  a ttr ib u ta b le  to

the three "great p rin c ip les" o f its  founding president, John D.

R ockefe iler:

" ( I )  Pay a p r o f it  to body . . .
"(2) Hide the p ro fits  . . .
"(3) Say nothing . . . "  (Tarbell 1902: 127, 2*5)

Only tw enty-five  years a f te r  the f i r s t  recorded use (in  1850)

o f  surface o i l  fo r  its  medicinal p roperties ,^  the Standard O il Trust

. , . /rep resen ted / the most p e rfe c tly  developed tru s t in e x is t ­
ence; tha t is ,  i t  s a t is fie s  most nearly the tru s t ideal o f e n tire  
contro l o f the commodity in which i t  deals. Its  vast p ro fits  
have led its  o ff ic e rs  into  various a l l ie d  in te re s ts , such as 
ra ilro a d s , shipping, gas, copper, Iro n , s te e l, as w ell as in to  
banks and tru s t companies, and to  the acquiring and s o lid ify in g  
o f  these in terests  i t  has applied the methods used in build ing  
up the O il Trust. I t  has led in the struggle against leg is la tio n  
d irec ted  against combinations, its  power in s ta te  and Federal 
government, in the press, in the co llege , in the p u lp it ,  is 
genera lly  recognized. . . . I t  is the pre-eminent tru s t o f the 
w orld . (Tarbell 1902: v i i )
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In l ig h t o f the 19)1 a n t i- t ru s t  decision that dissolved the 

Standard O il Trust in to  separate corporate bodies, I t  a t f i r s t  ap­

pears paradoxical that

. . .  I f  /todaj{7  Exxon were shorn of a l l  I ts  foreign / p \ \ J  
operations, i t  would s t i l l  be the ninth . . . largest United 
States in d u s tria l company. . . . Exxon's petrochemical opera­
tio n s , which produce m ateria ls  tha t go in to  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  
records, pantyhose and myriad other products, would rank about 
f i f t y  among United States chemical companies. I f  Exxon merely 
transported o i l ,  i t  would be the w orld's biggest shipping 
f irm , w ith  155 tankers o f its  own and varying numbers under 
ch arter a t sea. . . .  In finance i t  is a substantial banker. . . . 
When p ro fits  f a l l  in one part o f its  empire, Exxon ro lls  with  
the punch, because p ro fits  rise  in another p a rt. . . . (Time,
Feb. 18, 197*0

In fa c t, the rapid growth of Jersey Standard is d ire c tly  re lated to  

i t s  purchase, In 1932, o f the Lago O il and Transport Company, the 

f i r s t  large-scale  o i l  producing company In Venezuela.

For, although Jersey Standard re ta ined , a f te r  the tru s t was 

dissolved, the president o f the o rig in a l company, John D. R ockefeller, 

and the largest holding in United States re fin e rie s  as w ell as some 

overseas marketing a f f i l i a t e s ,  i t  lacked access to crude o i l  produc­

tio n . This i t  sought to acquire (cautiously , to avoid congressional 

accusations o f tru s t involvement) through in i t ia l  purchases o f h a lf -  

share in terests  in foreign o i l  concessions and leases. Because several 

European o i l  companies had already embarked on purchases o f o i l  f ie ld  

concessions immediately a f te r  the s ta r t  o f World War I ,  Jersey Standard 

was a latecomer to the foreign o il  f ie ld s .5

P rio r to World War I the B ritis h  were able to  gain a v ir tu a l  

monopoly over the o i l  f ie ld s  o f Venezuela through purchases of in d i­

v id u a lly -h e ld  concessions. General Castro, Venezuela's f i r s t  p re s i­

d en t, had issued o i l  concessions in Lake Maracaibo to friends who



188

were interested in exporting the surface asphalt (s o lid if ie d  petro­

leum). The f irs tn a tio n a l mining code, issued in 1854, insured to  

the s ta te  the retention  o f its  subsoil deposits.^

Under ths shaky and tyrannical leadership o f President 

Castro, the leases issued to friends included the s tip u la tio n  that 

e x p lo ita tio n  of the o i l  f ie ld s  must be undertaken w ith in  one year 

from the issuance date , or the f ie ld s  would revert to the s ta te . 

Unable to  finance p ro fita b le  e x p lo ita tio n , these lessees w ill in g ly  

sold th e ir  leases to B ritis h  representatives o f Shell O il.  When 

Castro was unseated by General Juan Gomez (who was to be the p res i­

dent o f Venezuela from 1908 to 1935), the concession policy was 

l ib e ra liz e d . To acquire revenues to meet adm in istrative expenses, 

Gomez o f f ic ia l ly  inv ited  foreign investors to "come in and develop 

h is  nation 's  resources. . . A ll o f th is  was very a llu r in g  to petro­

leum investors, espec ia lly  a f te r  1911 when the f a l l  o f Diaz brought 

in  an era o f revolution and uncertainty in Mexico" (Lleuwen 1955:

12). By the end o f World War I ,  B ritis h  or B ritish-Dutch companies 

held nearly a ll  o f the Venezuelan o i l  concessions.^

In 1919 President Wilson, pressed by American oilmen to 

e x e rt o f f ic ia l  pressure on the B ritis h  to end th e ir  monopolistic 

p o lic ie s , urged the United States delegation a t Caracas to  help the 

S in c la ir  O il Company obtain a concession. Thus the United States 

o f f ic i a l l y  entered the competitive b a ttle  forthe o i l  f ie ld s  o f 

Venezuela.

Competition was not always clean. B ritis h  firms in Venezuela 
sent th e ir  Yankee employees, disguised as agents o f American com­
panies, to tap the United States legation 's  sources o f a id  and 
inform ation. American tac tics  were no more honorable. (Lieuwen 
1955: 20)
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In the second decade o f the tw entieth century, the American- 

owned companies bought th e ir  way in to  the Venezuelan o i l  f ie ld s ,  

p r in c ip a lly  through purchase o f leases from the p o lit ic a l  favorites  

o f  President Gomez and the native  landowners. For the f i r s t  few 

years the most active  purchasers were Standard o f Indiana, Sun O il ,
O

Texaco, G u lf, and S in c la ir .

By 1924, the competition between the B ritis h  and American 

companies fo r fu rth e r purchases o f concessions was considerably 

diminished. The o il  p o ten tia l o f the Maracaibo basin had not even 

begun to be tapped, and the world-wide demand fo r fuel o i l  could 

e a s ily  be s a tis fie d  by lim ited  production.

The pattern  o f production on the eastern shore o f Lake 
Maracaibo soon found Shell on the land, Gulf (who acquired 
leases o f the B ritis h  owned Creole Syndicate) in the shallow 
w ater along shore, and Standard o f Indiana in the lake.
Operating side by side (and settin g  occasional f ire s  a t the 
edges o f th e ir  lease lands) th is  t r io  carried  on competitive 
o ffs e t  d r i l l in g  along th e ir  common boundaries, a l l  extracting  
crude from a common underground reservo ir. (Lieuwen 1955: 39)

Thus, u n til Jersey Standard entered the race, these companies were

the Big Three, the major’ exp lo ite rs  o f Venezuelan o i l .

In 1924, the Lago Petroleum Corporation (a subsidiary o f 

the Pan American Petroleum Company) became the f i r s t  American company 

to  export o i l  from Venezuela. Lago (formed in 1923 out o f the pur­

chases o f twenty concessions from friends o f Gomez) then acquired the 

lake bed concessions o f the B ritis h  Equatorial Company, in 1925, 

Standard O il o f Indiana purchased th is  f i r s t  large-scale o i l  producing 

company.^ In 1932, Jersey Standard bought the rights to Lago produc­

tio n  from Standard Indiana.
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Jersey Standard, whose previously acquired o i l  leases had 

proved re la t iv e ly  unproductive, came into  the competitive f ie ld  

not through those leases, but through d ire c t purchase o f already  

exp lo ited  concessions. Through its  purchase o f the Gulf-owned 

Creole Syndicate and its  subsid iaries , Jersey Standard began to  

achieve prominence as an o i l  producing company. Then, in 1932, 

when Congress, concerned th at the cost o f Venezuelan crude to 

American re fin ers  was much lower than domestically produced crude, 

placed a high t a r i f f  on domestically produced crude o i l ,  Jersey 

Standard e ffec ted  a s ig n if ic a n t coup. Because Standard o f Indiana 

was p rim arily  a re fin e r  fo r the domestic market, the new t a r i f f  

imposition made her Venezuelan production unpro fitab le . Jersey 

Standard, which held extensive foreign marketing o u tle ts , purchased 

Ind iana's  largest subsid iary, the Lago O il and Transport Company. 

"Lago's o i l ,  which formerly went to the United States, now found 

o u tle ts  in Europe and South America" (Lleuwen 1953: 54)

By 1935 Jersey Standard, the latecomer, exceeded S h e ll's  

production and became the leader in Venezuelan o i l  production. By 

1945 i t  was responsible fo r  h a lf o f Venezuela's extracted o il  and 

ever since " i t  has produced more than a l l  the other companies com­

bined" (Lieuwen 1955: 54).

Standard's competitors began to wonder whether the company 
which had become such a power in the industry had not become 
a power in the government too. . . . C r it ic s  o f the Company 
charged th a t l t £  success was achieved by highly questionable 
methods. . . .  . / c h ie f ly /  by bribery  o f government o f f ic ia ls .  
(Lieuwen 1955: 60-61)

The Big Three had been supplanted by a newcomer. While not 

the most experienced company in the f ie ld  o f in ternational
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e x p lo ita tio n , Jersey Standard undoubtedly p ro fite d  from the 1911 

decision that dissolved the Standard O il Trust. Stripped o f her 

access to  crude o il  production, but backed by the liq u id  assets 

and genius of its  president, John D. R ockefeller, Jersey Standard's 

"forced entry" in to  foreign o il  f ie ld s  was a fortu itous outcome o f 

the fu t i le  federal attempt to l im it  the monopolistic practices of 

the powerful in d u s tria l tru s ts .

U n til the "energy c r is is "  o f 1973 c la r if ie d  the true nature 

o f  the to ta l ly  integrated m ultinational o i l  In d u s try ,"  however, the 

exten t o f its  cooperative control over the e x tra c tio n , the process­

in g , and the marketing o f most o f the petroleum resources of the 

non-Communist world was underestimated by the economic analysts.

Penrose (1968) disputes the charge made by the Federal Trade 

Commission in 1952 that the o i l  Industry operated as a c a r te l. She 

sta tes  that the industry a t that time did not demonstrate a s u f f i ­

c ie n t community o f in te res t to permit the creation o f a

. . . true carte l through which the several Companies could 
plan as one enormous monopolist, settin g  overa ll targets fo r  
world output and fo r each Company's share th ere in , deciding 
J o in tly  the prices that would p re v a il, and estab lish ing  machin­
e ry  fo r dealing w ith the fringe  o f outside independents and 
fo r  d is c ip lin in g  any carte l member who fa ile d  to adhere to the 
decisions taken. To have been e ffe c t iv e , such a carte l would 
have had to extend to the markets fo r products, since without 
some agreement among the Companies on th e ir  respective shares 
in  product markets, a c rude-o l1 agreement would always have 
been under s tra in * (Penrose 1968: 151)

Into  the 1960s the United States "majors" had not secured 

control over th e ir  "independent" competitors; therefo re , a t that 

p o in t they could hardly hold c arte l s tatus. The events that led to 

the "energy c r is is "  o f 1973, however, reveal the design o f the 

"majors"— the e lim ination  o f th e ir  competitors. During the spring
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o f  1973 the "industry" announced to the wholesale consumers that an 

"unantic ipated" demand fo r fuel o il  had created a "temporary" short-* 

age. To a lle v ia te  the s itu a tio n , the Companies "v o lu n ta rily "  in i ­

t ia te d  an a llo ca tio n  plan:

In many cases, the shortages are more antic ipated  than actua l.
They re f le c t  actions by major suppliers who are changing th e ir  
marketing methods to f i t  new conditions. The suppliers, in 
e f fe c t ,  already are imposing some ration ing  a t the wholesale 
le v e l. (O il and Gas Journal, A p ril 16, 1973)

The impact o f the Arab o i l  embargo on the American consumer, 

during the f a l l  and w in ter o f 1973-1974, provided fo rtu itous  " fu e l"  

fo r  the Public Relations o ffic e s  o f the Seven S isters  (who responded 

as one to the attacks from a suspicious p u b lic ). Using the free  

services o f the national communications media (in  the form o f Public  

In te re s t te lev is io n  announcements), the Companies announced that they 

were making v a lia n t e ffo r ts  to supply th e ir  wholesale o u tle ts  w ith  

fu e l .o i l  and gasoline. Their " v a lia n t e ffo r ts "  were rewarded:

Although the gasoline shortage has affected  many groups, 
the most severe impact has been on the independent marketers.
This segment o f the industry consists o f "p rivate  brand" mar­
keters  and independent d is tr ib u to rs  o f "branded" gasoline.
Together they account fo r 30% o f the to ta l market (In  the 
United S ta tes ). The impact on p riva te  brand marketers has 
been espec ia lly  severe. This is due p rim arily  to the depen­
dence o f these marketers on gasoline produced by the major 
re fin e rs  in excess o f the needs o f th e ir  integrated or branded 
d is tr ib u tio n  channels. . . . When no surplus e x is ts , the 
independents have no source o f supply and, consequently, 
nothing to s e l l .  (Lindahl 1973: 54)

This same pattern was followed throughout Europe. There, Royal Dutch/

S hell and B ritis h  Petroleum (despite the severe hardships that obtained

to  th e ir  own national populations) manipulated the o i l  a llocations

u n t i l  the "Independents" were e lim inated .
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The effectiveness o f the " a r t i f ic ia l  shortage," in e llm l-  

nating  competition -from the independents, can be judged from the 

statements made in the Background Paper prepared in 1973 ( ju s t  

p r io r  to the "major" c r is is  p rec ip ita ted  by the Arab o i l  embargo) 

fo r  the Committee on in te r io r  and Insular A ffa irs  in the United 

States Senate:

The supply problem o f the independents has generated 
speculation that the gasoline shortage might be a r t i f i c ia l  
ra th e r than re a l. There is no doubt th a t, in e ith e r  event, the 
major petroleum companies are reaping four major advantages: 
F ir s t ,  competition from the independent markets is elim inated  
through supply starvation  or reduced through lower p rice  d i f ­
fe re n t ia ls ;  second,the majors have been able to exercise greater 
control over th e ir  franchised dealers by lim itin g  supplies or 
imposing other re s tr ic tio n s ; th ird , the majors have benefited  
from the unprecedented price  increases in the price  o f gasoline 
due to the imbalance between supply and demand . . . fourth , 
the o i l  industry has an issue w ith which to counter environ­
m entalis ts  in disputes o f a ir  q u a lity  regulations and re fin ery  
s I tin g .

A marketing ta c tic  which has disturbed the independent 
marketers is  the attempt by the majors to estab lish  th e ir  own 
chains o f discount s ta tio n s . The fac t that the majors are 
g e ttin g  into  the discount business a t a time when the inde­
pendents are being forced out has led many to question the 
leg itim acy o f the shortage. Exxon is curren tly  marketing d is­
count gasoline under the brand name "A lte r"  in four s ta tes . . . . 
(lln d h ah l 1973: 62 , 64)

Now that the independents have been rendered in e ffe c tiv e ,

the m u ltinational o i l  industry has surpassed the penultimate level

o f  c a rte l organization— and reached the status o f a monopsony. By

i t s  cooperative price  agreements i t  is the sole Important purchaser

o f  crude o i l .  The producing countries, regardless o f whether they

are now nationalized  or are contemplating n a tio n a liza tio n  o f th e ir

o i l  f ie ld s ,  can w ield no e ffe c tiv e  lever on the purchaser:

Leaders of the producing countries have heady visions o f re­
f in in g , transporting and s e llin g  worldwide through th e ir  own 
national o i l  companies.
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Exxon o f f ic ia ls ,  who can remember expropriations in Mexico, 
Peru, Cuba and Iraq , remain q u ie tly  confident tha t the producing 
governments in the end w i l l  turn to them fo r  help . They already  
control re f in e r ie s , p ip e lin es , tankers and gas pumps th a t, they 
s t i l l  b e lieve , the producers cannot do w ithout. Iran nationalized  
i t s  o i l f ie ld s  in 1951, but a consortium in which Exxon has a 1% 
share s t i l l  operates the w ells  and s e lls  most o f the o i l .  (Time, 
Feb. 18, 197*: 35)

How much control does the United S tates, through its  executive, 

le g is la t iv e , and ju d ic ia l representatives, exert over these "United  

S tates" o i l  companies?

Do these . . . companies fo llow  United States foreign policy  
in  th e ir  dealings abroad? Or do they e ffe c t iv e ly  make p o licy , 
by what they do and don 't do and by th e ir  a b i l i t y  to  get the ear  
o f  presidents, secretaries  o f states and national security  plan­
ners? . . .

Over lunch . . .  an executive o f one o f the American o il  
giants  was asked how the company d e a lt w ith the argument ad­
vanced by some members o f Congress that as American corpora­
tio n s  the companies should see to i t  that th is  country gets 
adequate o i l  supplies, by d ivertin g  non-Arab o i l  from other 
markets I f  necessary. "We are not an American company," the 
executive rep lied  heatedly: "We are a m ultinational company!"
(Cowan, New York Times, Feb. 4 , 1974: 4)

Considering the fa c t that the m ultinational industry is ,  

a f te r  a l l ,  run by people (notwithstanding the recent claim by the 

Tour Guide fo r Lago that "here we run 80% by computer"), I t  is 

important to understand the remarkable homogeneity o f the management 

s ta ffs  o f the parent company and its  a f f i l i a t e s .  The "un ity" o f 

Company employees was ensured early  In the operations o f the founding 

company, Standard Trust:

The e ffic ie n c y  o f the working force o f the Standard was 
g re a tly  Increased when the tru s t was formed by the opportunity  
given to the employees o f taking stock. They were urged to <to 
i t ,  and where they had no savings, money was len t to them on 
easy terms by the company. The re su lt Is that a great number 
o f  the employees o f the Standard O il Company are owners o f 
stock which they bought a t e ig h ty , and on which fo r several 
years they have received from th ir ty  to fo r ty -e ig h t per cent 
dividends.
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I t  is only natural th a t under such circumstances the company 
has ^always a remarkably loyal and in terested  working force.
(T a rb e lI 1902: 252)

When Jersey Standard restructured its  corporate organization in the

e a r ly  1940s, i t  established an Employee Relations Department to

. . . provide leadership in settin g  up in the United States a 
tra in in g  center_for managers from abroad as w ell as a t home. . . . 
/The department/ advised a f f i l ia t e s  in analyzing th e ir  employee 
problems and in developing and applying new or revised programs 
and techniques. They helped tran s fe r useful experience from one 
a f f i l i a t e  to another. The department also sponsored general 
meetings o f employee re la tions  personnel in Europe and Latin  
America as w ell as in New York. I t  s im ila r ly  arranged confer­
ences o f overseas s p ec ia lis ts  to consider s p ec ific  m atters, such 
as salary  and wage compensation, benefits  plans, and communica­
t io n . (Larson, Knowlton and Popple 1971: 612)

This e a rly  program has been expanded by the Exxon organization to

include personality  and a ttitu d e  evaluations by company supervisors:

Exxon's executives are expected to have an accommodating manner 
and a w illingness to  lis te n  to o th er's  ideas. . . .

As a s ta f f  fo r the world government, Exxon has created what 
amounts to a global c iv i l  service that concentrates on id e n tify ­
ing p o ten tia l managers early  and promoting them fa s t. The com­
pany recru tts  promising geologists, engineers and business 
school graduates from colleges In the United States and abroad.
From th e ir  f i r s t  day on the job they are constantly watched and 
rated by th e ir  immediate bosses and i f  they do w e ll,  moved— 
in to  a new jo b , or perhaps even a new country— roughly every 
three years.

The company in s is ts  on g iving its  future leaders rounded 
experience^ I t  regu larly  sends accountants to help run re­
f in e r ie s  /s ic jZ ,  switches lawyers in to  marketing.

Each year, chiefs o f every Exxon d iv is io n , subsidiary and 
a f f i l i a t e  have to compile l is ts  o f th e ir  executive jobs and 
id e n tify  people who have the po ten tia l to f i l l  them in the fu tu re . 
(Time, Feb. 15, 1974: 29, 31)

Thus, not only does Exxon c a re fu lly  monitor the operations o f its

a f f i l i a t e s ,  but also the lo y a lty  and the "p o ten tia l fo r  promotion"

o f  the s ta ffs  o f Its  overseas companies.

Especially s ig n if ic a n t to  the understanding o f many o f the 

impersonal, i f  e f f ic ie n t  practices o f the Lago management (p a rtic u la r ly
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In th e ir  h ir in g  and f ir in g  practices) is the professional back­

ground o f the re fin ery  executives and adm inistrators:

In p o lit ic s  and pub lic  re la tio n s , Exxon has been less 
a d ro it . Its  top men, who are s t i l l  la rg e ly  geologists and 
engineers, are ju s t learning that they are operating in a
h ig h ly  charged atmosphere in which a l l  the company's moves
have to be explained /? /  to a wary pub lic . (Time, Feb. 15,
1974: 2k)

I had my f i r s t  contact w ith  one o f Lago's "top men" during 

the spring o f 1971, w hile I was a co -d irec to r o f the Hunter College 

Program in Aruba.*2 White the fa c u lty  and students f e l t  tha t the 

academic and social experiences were generally enjoyable and reward­

in g , we were always aware o f the clouds o f disapprobation tha t issued 

from the " fro n t o ffic e s "  o f Lago. According to the Public Relations 

Manager (who was replaced in 1973 by a young Arubiano e l i t e )  the 

adm in istrators ( re f le c t in g , he said , the a ttitu d es  of the residents 

o f  Seroe Colorado) charged our students w ith  being responsible fo r

introducing drugs, "loose moral behavior," beards, long "unwashed"

h a ir ,  rock music, in te rra c ia l p a rtie s , and (c e rta in ly  not the least 

o f our misdemeanors) "bra-less  females" to the colony. Even worse, 

we were corrupting the teen-agers o f the community by encouraging 

th e ir  v is its  to our f a c i l i t ie s . * ^

When, as a facu lty  member fo r the spring semester session 

in  1971, I had the resp o n s ib ility  o f meeting w ith  the Public Rela­

tions Manager fo r "o r ie n ta tio n ,"  I was understandably apprehensive. 

(Obviously, the concern o f Exxon management that its  overseas repre­

sentatives  "are expected to have an accommodating manner and a w i l l ­

ingness to listen to o th er's  ideas" /T im e, Feb. 15, 197*»: 297 is a 

recent development.) His opening barage increased my anxiety:
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I ' l l  t e l l  you r ig h t now. We won't stand fo r any more nonsense 
from your k ids. They had b e tte r look l ik e ,  sound l ik e ,  and 
a c t lik e  good clean Americans.

I promise you, I f  we find  one kid w ith h a ir  ju s t touching 
the shoulder, l_ personally w i l l  have that k id  o f f  the island  
and back In New York in two days!

When I ventured to in je c t a l ig h te r  note by asking, "Does th is  ru le

apply to the g ir ls  too?" I received a b lis te r in g  answer:

G ir ls ! You can 't even t e l l  them apart from the boys anymore.
In  my day you couldn 't make th at mistake. And th a t reminds me, 
you'd b e tte r see to i t  tha t the g ir ls  wear brassieres, night 
and day!

I did not venture to po int out his s e lf-co n trad ic tio n .

During the four years o f the Hunter College program, although 

students and facu lty  had the unqualified  cooperation and encouragement 

o f  the Lieutenant Governor, his second-in-command, the Island Secretary, 

and two o f f ic ia ls  from the Department fo r Cultural A ffa irs  when we con­

ducted ethnographic in vestigations, th is  encouragement was not shared 

by Lago. Here, when we approached the o ff ic e  o f Public Relations fo r  

permission to interview  some residents o f Seroe Colorado, we were to ld  

in  no uncertain terms that we were not only not to in terview  but tha t 

we should re fra in  from v is it in g  the colony res id e n ts .*1* We were per­

m itted  to  jo in  the Esso Club and to have access to the p riva te  beaches 

and movie theater in Seroe Colorado. Our continued membership was jeo ­

pardized on a few occasions when students in v ited  th e ir  West Indian 

frien d s  to jo in  in th e ir  beach p a rtie s .

These unpleasant memories were s t i l l  w ith me during the spring 

o f  1973 when I made the prelim inary contacts to ease my acceptance in to  

the Lago " fro n t o ff ic e s ."  I was able to e n lis t  the assistance of a co l­

league whose brother was the Senior Advisor fo r H id- and Far-Eastern 

A ffa irs  fo r Exxon. His telephone c a ll secured a meeting date fo r me with
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two Senior Advisors and a representative o f the Public Relations 

Department fo r  Exxon in th e ir  New York o ff ic e t^ -

I fee l that i t  is relevant a t th is  point to o u tlin e  the 

chronologically  ordered series o f communicatIons that took place on 

my behalf—between Exxon in New York, th e ir  Creole a f f i l i a t e  in 

Caracas, and Lago management o f f ic ia ls  in Aruba. Since I have no 

reason to in fe r  that my antic ipated  interviews were important 

enough to  occasion any untoward increase in telephonic or cable 

communication between the parent company and its  a f f i l i a t e s ,  I can 

only assume that the aforementioned "frequent communication" is 

the normal procedure:

EventsDates

week of June 20th Meeting w ith Exxon advisors
fo r the Middle and Far East 
and fo r Latin  America;

F irs t  c a lls  to a le r t  Lago

Week o f JAly 15th

Communication 

Exxon ̂ =^Lago 

Creole

Exxon <=iLagoLago n o tif ie s  Exxon that I 
should postpone my v is i t  
because labor contract 
negotiations were underway 

I explain to Advisor's secre­
tary  that I cannot postpone 
my " v is it"

Secretary makes hotel reser- E x x o n C r e o l e  
vations fo r  me in Caracas 
and appointment w ith socio­
lo g is t fo r  Creole (said by 
Advisor to be tra in in g  ground 
fo r  managers)

Week of July 25th Prelim inary meetings w ith
socio log is t in Caracas 

He receives okay from Lago

Lago Creole

Week of Aug. 15th President o f Lago f l ie s  to  
New York fo r special meet­
ings (not on my account, 
but I was discussed during 
one of these meetings)

Lago Exxon



Throughout my three-day stay in Caracas (and even a f te r  

fo u r meetings w ith the socio log is t fo r Creole) the motive o f the 

Exxon advisors in arranging fo r me to v is i t  the a f f i l i a t e  company 

remained a mystery to me. The socio log is t contradicted the asser­

tio n  made by the Senior Advisors that Creole was the " tra in in g  

ground" fo r promising managers and supervisors:

For the record, Lago operates autonomously. . . .  I t
severed o f f ic ia l  connections w ith Creole a few months ago. . . .
Instead o f reporting to Creole, who then contacted Exxon, Lago 
now reports d ire c tly  to the States. . . . But anyhow, I never 
heard that Lago adm inistrators were tra ined here. . . .

Why then was I sent to Creole before I could s ta r t  my round o f In te r ­

views with Lago management in Aruba?

I received the answer, in d ire c tly , from the Creole sociolo­

g is t  when he met me, one week la te r ,  in Aruba:

You know, they /th e  Lago adm in istrators/ were s t i l l  not 
sure about the purpose o f your interview s. They were concerned 
about your ta lk in g  to workers—who might regard you w ith sus­
p ic ion  since they'd know you were also ta jk in g  to management.
They did t e l l  me by telephone / t o  Caracas/ that you said in 
New York you were only in terested in interview ing adm inistra­
to rs , but they asked me to get th is  point c lear with you before 
you came here. . . .A ls o ,  they asked me to  check on the ques­
tions you planned to ask them, and to fin d  out what your objec­
tiv e s  were. When I relayed back to them my assessment o f your 
p ro je c t— that you were interested in learning from Lago manage­
ment the factors they f e l t  to be responsible fo r the p o s itive  
image o f Lago in Aruba, they were reassured, and to ld  me to 
s e t some meetings fo r  you w ith  Lago men . . . but f i r s t  we have 
to  meet the President and the Vice-President tomorrow.

And then, w ith obvious anxiety: "This is going to be the real tes t

though. I f  the President likes  you, you're in . . . I f  he doesn't . .

The mystery was solved. I had been sent by Exxon to  Creole fo r "c lea r

ance"; and so fa r ,  I had passed the f i r s t  security  te s t.

For the f i r s t  f i f te e n  minutes o f my meeting with the ch ief 

executives o f Lago I spoke (in  very general terms) about the fieldwork
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studies I had been conducting in Aruba since 1969- The President 

c le a r ly  indicated that I had passed the " re a l"  tes t when, leaning 

back in his c h a ir, he smiled and said: " I re a lly  think that i f  I 

had to do i t  a l l  over again, I 'd  be-in  anthropologist!" He coun­

tered the surprised and p o lite ly  d isbeliev ing  looks that had spon­

taneously appeared on the faces o f his subordinates w ith :

A fte r a l l ,  w e're a l l  dealing here w ith people—maybe i t 's  
time we understood more about them. . . . You know Hartog says 
there  are more than 52 national I t je s  here. . . . Even the 
Governor o f Curasao is Lebanese /a c tu a lly  a Sephard/.

While I was basking in the "new" atmosphere o f fr ie n d ly  

acceptance (in  contrast to the h o s tile  camp o f 1971), the P resi­

dent abruptly resumed his o f f ic ia l  posture. Addressing the socio­

lo g is t he asked fo r  the l i s t  that had been prepared in Caracas.

He read o f f  each name, agreed w ith or dismissed from consideration  

a few o f the names. "That's a ll? "  He then secured from his desk 

a f i l e  that held the l i f e  resumes o f each member o f the managerial, 

supervisory, and legal s ta f f .  He b r ie f ly  discussed each s ta f f  mem­

b er a f te r  perusing the resume— how long the individual had been 

resident in Aruba, how aware he was o f Aruban h istory  and o f Lago's 

e a r ly  operations, how verbal and "informed" the individual was, e tc .

To the obvious chagrin o f the so c io lo g is t, whose prepared 

1 1st was now scrapped, the President suggested the names and o ffered  

the o ff ic e  numbers o f a l l  but one of the top level management s ta f f  

(the  omitted member would "be too involved in contract ta lks  to have 

time" fo r me) and about h a lf  o f  the lower level superintendents. He 

d irec ted  the socio logist to prepare a d a ily  schedule o f appointments 

fo r  me (and said that he would be pleased to head my l i s t ) .
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As we walked out o f the o ff ic e  bu ild in g , the so c io lo g is t, 

a lte rn a tin g  between shock and annoyance, sa id , " I don't know what 

you did or how you did i t l  I 'v e  never seen him so en th u s iastic . 

What kind o f pu ll do you have, anyway?"

To my complete surprise , the next day the secretary fo r the 

"new" Public Relations Manager called  me to say that a re n t-fre e  car 

would be delivered to my door that day— fo r my use fo r the next two 

months. One hour ia te r  the Vice-President ca lled  me to ask whether 

I had been able to secure "comfortable" accommodations. When I said  

th a t I had only temporary lodgings, he o ffered  to " fin d " an empty 

bungalow fo r me— at the modest "Company" re n ta l.

For thenext two months I interviewed exp a tria te  and Aruban 

managers, supervisors, and executives. To my in i t ia l  questions, which 

focused on s p ec ific  Lago p o lic ies  and practices in the areas o f 

local community a f fa ir s ,  h ir in g  and f ir in g  p ractices , and the bene­

f i t s  "package" o ffered  to  Lago employees, I received "programmed" 

answers. I o ften  f e l t ,  during the beginning o f an in terv iew , that 

some d irec tio n  or b rie fin g  session must have preceded my scheduled 

meetings. I t  is also possib le, however, th a t these "patterned" an­

swers merely re flec ted  the previously discussed "homogeneous" qual­

i t y  o f the management s ta ffs  o f  Exxon and its  a f f i l i a t e s .

The recently appointed Public Relations Manager (promoted 

from "beginning" engineer to Superintendent to Manager w ith in  three 

years and, because he was Aruban, not completely indoctrinated into  

the "pattern") explained:

The careful screening o f exp a tria te  po ten tia l managers and 
executives is to f i l t e r  out the in d iv id u a lis t . . . you know, 
those "creative" characters who think o f themselves f i r s t ,
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instead o f the Company. That's why the Public Relations man 
before me was suddenly re tire d . I t  had gotten so that most 
Arubans thought he was the President!

E ssen tia lly , then, the management s ta f f  o f Lago operates 

as a c o lle c tiv e  id e n tity ; the academic and job tra in in g  experiences 

o f  these s ta f f  members, th e ir  goals, th e ir  lo y a lt ie s , th e ir  commit­

ment to promotion are so id en tica l as to ju s t i fy  a "s ing le" image 

fo r  the whole s t a f f . ^  The follow ing discussion of the organiza­

tio n a l structure o f Lago, and o f the involvement o f past and present 

s t a f f  representatives in the lives o f the resident population and 

in  the island government, derives from the c o lle c tiv e  views o f the 

Lago management.

In its  h ie rarch ica l structure the organizational form of 

the Lago management is typ ica l o f present-day Exxon overseas a f f i -  

l ia te s :  the national o rig ins  o f its  s ta f f  members, however, do

not yet re f le c t  the publicized policy o f Exxon to "bring along 

young nationals to  managerial positions as fas t as possible" (The 

Lamp, Spring 1971*: 16). Although in most o f Exxon's overseas 

operations, a l l  but the top level executives are " lo c a ls ,"  Lago, 

u n t i l  1971, was completely s ta ffed  by exp atria te  Americans and 

Europeans.

The Organization Chart o f August 1, 1973 (Figure I below) 

ind icates that a t present there are four Aruban superintendents 

and one Aruban m anager.^

The f i r s t  manager I interviewed to ld  me that Lago was "na­

tio n a liz in g "  the re fin e ry . When he observed my surprised reaction , 

he pointed to several o f the pictures on the ch art, saying, "He's 

Aruban, he's Aruban . . ."  e tc . ( i  la te r  learned that of the ten
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pictures he pointed to , only f iv e  would be c la s s if ie d  by Arubans as 

Aruban. Three o f the ten were Anti 1 leans— from Surinam and Curasao, 

one was Venezuelan and one was from the B ritis h  West In d ies .) When 

I suggested that he was actu a lly  describing an "Arubanization" pro­

cess, he quickly re to rte d , "That's  quibbling over semantics." i 

asked whether the Lago po licy  included "n a tio n a liza tio n "  o f the 

higher level executives and relinquishing control to the local govern­

ment. "Of course n o t i" ^

in s im ila r  fashion, I was n o tif ie d  th at the Seroe Colorado 

colony was now " in te g ra ted ."  Further inquiry revealed that inte^  

gratlon  again referred  to Arubanization. Houses in the colony are 

now "ava ilab le" fo r rental to Aruban engineers and managers. My 

informants also noted w ith pride that several (a c tu a lly  two) Arubans 

are now build ing th e ir  own homes in Seroe Colorado, whereas expa­

t r ia te s  can only rent. I la te r  learned from the Chief o f the Land 

O ffice  that the C iv il Code o f 1924 permits concession rights to  sur­

face land only to registered nationals . Non-nationals may only 

lease or ren t. (Expatriates have recently taken to buying expensive 

homes in the fashionable Malmok area. The Land O ffice  Chief to ld  me 

th a t , since they cannot own the land on which the house is b u i l t ,

"they are foolish to invest so much money.") Since Arubans are the 

only residents whose homes are b u i i t  on land that they may hold in 

deed, Lago is hardly displaying magnanimity in granting permission 

to  Aruban professional employees to lease land that is due fo r  re­

negotia tion  in 1980.

i do not propose to dwell here on the h is to r ic a l development 

o f Lago's re la tionsh ip  w ith the government and w ith the resident
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population, inasmuch as these data have been presented in the pre­

ceding sections. Of more relevance is the id e n tific a tio n  o f some 

o f the s p ec ific  factors that deal w ith the overt and covert involve­

ment o f Lago in the p o l i t ic a l ,  economic., and social lives  o f the 

people.

In 1971, the e d ito r  o f a w idely c ircu la ted  d a ily  newspaper 

to ld  me that in to  World War I I  "Lago was the government. They made 

no attempt to hide th a t fa c t ."  When, in 1973, I questioned repre­

sentatives o f Lago management about th is  assertion , I received com­

p le te  confirm ation:

Well o f course! The government in those days ju s t consisted 
o f  a Dutch Commander and his underlings. They were interested  
only  in carrying out the d irec tives  they received from Holland. 
They c e rta in ly  werent' prepared to cope w ith a l l  the problems 
o f  administering a tremendously increased and transient popu­
la t io n .

And since we had to sign to accept resp o n s ib ility  fo r a ll  
the workers we brought in , obviously we had to hold the reins  
o f government. . . . Now, no . . .  we are only involved with  
the government in explain ing our plans and decisions to the 
government o f f ic ia ls .  , . . They can carry the b a ll from there.

How then does th is  j ib e  w ith the statement in the Time magazine ar­

t i c l e ,  "Exxon: Testing the T iger": "Their bosses caution Exxon 

men to tre a t a l l  governments a lik e : maintain fr ie n d ly  and correct 

re la tio n s , but never get too close or become too h o s tile"  (Time,

Feb. 18, 197**: 31)7

Whether, in the e a rly  1950s, i t  was Lago or the local govern­

ment th a t in it ia te d  the po licy  o f replacing non-nationals w ith na­

tio n a l workers, is a moot po in t. Was i t  by coincidence th a t, shortly  

a f te r  the follow ing event, the population f e l l  from 57,303 to 55,**83?

On 9th August 1951 an outlaw s tr ik e  broke out a t Lago O il and 
Transport Company. In the course o f a few days i t  assumed im­
pressive proportions— about 3,500 people took part in i t .  . . .
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On Sunday August 12th the /.is lan d / Council had an emergency 
meeting. Matters even came to such a pass that units  o f the 
Royal Dutch Marines, had to  become active  against r io tin g  
groups, which, as i t  turned o u t, was mainly composed o f 
imported hands. (Hartog 1961: 428)

I suggest that Lago, by "assuming resp o n s ib ility"  fo r its  

imported working fo rce , f e l t  ju s t if ie d  in arranging fo r the local 

government to  deport those workers who "were demanding th e ir  r ig h ts ."  

Then, by the mid-1950s, when automation o f the re fin ery  was completed, 

and the work force was d ra s tic a lly  diminished (th is  occurred a t the 

same time that Exxon was spending m illions  o f do llars  to expand its  

re fin e ry  operations in the Middle E as t), the precedent had already 

been estab lished; non-national workers were to be dismissed f i r s t — 

in  the manner outlined  in the previous section , and consonant w ith  

the national (or Lago's?) assessment o f Big Island and Small Island  

p erso n a lity  ascrip tions. An o f f ic ia l  in the Department o f Economic 

A ffa irs  to ld  me, "Government po licy now d ictates to Lago that as soon 

as an Aruban is q u a lif ie d  (through on-the-job tra in in g  or outside 

schooling) he is to replace a non-national worker. Government o f f i ­

c ia ls  say th a t th is  po licy  was In it ia te d  by the local government to 

solve the unemployment problem. Curiously, however, i t  coincided 

w ith  Exxon's stated p o licy , to replace expatria tes  w ith "young na­

tio n a ls "  as soon as possible (The Lamp, Spring 1974: 16).

The delay in the Arubanization process w ith regard to its  

managerial s ta f f  (considering that Lago is Exxon's o ldest and one o f 

i t s  largest overseas re fin e rie s ) stems from the rapid advancement 

during the 1940s o f B ritis h  West Indians to foreman and supervisory 

p o sitio n s. Once government policy "demanded" the ousting o f non­

nationals  from Lago employment, the Company had to speed up its
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program o f tra in in g  young Arubans to  replace these West Indians. 

U nfortunate ly , the native  Arubans are presently l i t t l e  more con­

cerned than they were in the 1940s to ava il themselves of the op­

p o rtu n ity  to secure Lago scholarships. Thus, although the present 

r a t io  o f national to non-national wage-earners is approximately 

9 :1 ,  the ra tio  on the managerial level is 1:6.

Although the management was loath to address the more co­

gent reasons fo r the continued delay in the Arubanization program, 

i t  was not d i f f ic u l t  to discover th a t the o rig in a l "problems that 

made i t  necessary to  import outside workers," namely the language 

d i f f ic u l t y ,  the lack o f m otivation, and the alcoholic  propensities  

o f  the Aruban men, s t i l l  obtain. Now, however, these "problems" 

can no longer be "solved" by replacing "unsatisfactory" nationals  

w ith  outside workers. For example, w hile the o f f ic ia l  " o ff ic e  

ta lk "  continues to be English (contrary to  the p ractice  o f Exxon's 

overseas a f f i l ia t e s  o f conducting business in the vernacular o f 

the host country), the laborers and foremen converse in Papiamentu. 

The d a ily  "Report Sheet," printed in an o ff ic e  in the adm inistra­

tio n  bu ild ing , carries  s ide-by-side a r t ic le s  in English and Papia­

mentu.

Alcoholism, claimed by Hartog (1961) to  have plagued the 

Aruban population even before Lago came to Aruba, has reached 

serious proportions. The town doctor (who is also the government- 

appointed medical "examiner" o f the p ro s titu tes  in S t. Nicholas) 

to ld  me th a t, according to the results  o f an in ternational confer­

ence on alcoholism, held in Aruba in 1969, the island ranks in the 

s ix th  percen tile  o f world per cap ita  consumption o f a lc o h o l.^  The
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by now, been weeded out o f Lago's working fo rce . The town doctor 

was frankly  contemptuous o f th is  claim.

They don't know anything about i t .  An Aruban only goes 
fo r  Lago medical services i f  he gets hurt on the job. Any** 
th ing  that has to do w ith his drinking problem, he stays fa r  
away from those doctors. . . . And i f  he gets in trouble out­
side the p la n t, the police report won't say anything about 
h is  being drunk, not i f  he works fo r Lago!

At any ra te , I t  becomes apparent that the decision to h ire  outside

workers had l i t t l e  to do w ith the stated defects o f the Aruban men.

A local doctor to ld  me:

The Company knew they'd have trouble on such a small islahd  
i f  they were too open in f i r in g  the locals on any whim—espe­
c ia l ly  i f  they threatened to  go out on s tr ik e . So they to ld  
the Arubans that they were incompetent, and that they had to 
h ire  outsiders because they couldn 't re ly  on the Arubans. The 
West Indians, knowing o f the power Lago wielded over th e ir  
l iv e s , worked harder and more regu larly  than the Arubans. So 
they rose to higher positions in the re fin e ry  . . . much 
quicker than the Arubans d id .

Since the 1960s most o f the Arubans employed by Lago have 

been a f f i l ia t e d  w ith the local branch o f the In ternationa) Oil 

Workers and Atomic Energies Union. However, th is  local chapter 

operates, in e f fe c t ,  as a company union. A Lago manager to ld  me, 

w ith  obvious condescension:

In )969, one o f "our" union leaders de livered  a paper a t an 
in te rn atio n a l union conference in Hungary. We /members o f the 
e xp a tria te  supervisory s t a f f /  help him w rite  the paper, "How 
Union Can Survive a fte r  a Drastic  Loss o f Membership."

When the man was questioned on the specifics  o f the Lago 
union contract, he had no idea what i t  was about. . . . Lago's 
union leaders don 't want any assistance from the in ternational 
union. . . . They don 't have the vaguest idea o f how to conduct 
proper negotiations with the Company. We continually  te l l  then, 
"You c an 't come in to  the bargaining room w ith — 'What do you 
th in k  o f th is  idea?' You have to come in w ith a worked out 
proposal."
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I f  Lago d ire c tly  controls the union, through "advice and 

assistance," i t  plays a q u ie te r, but no less e ffe c tiv e  ro le in Is -  

I and poi i t i c s . ^

The overwhelming v ic to ry  o f the HEP party in the summer 

e lec tio n s  o f 1973 surprised and upset the managers:

We underestimated the appeal o f that school-teacher /CroesZ. 
O f course we don't vote in thse e lections be£ause we're U.S. 
c it iz e n s . But ?t was obvious th a t the PPA /conservative party  
supported by the Arubiano e l i t e ,  the merchants, and the non­
national workersZ was becoming too apathetic . They're too sure 
o f  themselves. . . . They'd b e tte r s ta r t  g e tting  busy fo r next 
summer's island e lec tio n s . . . . They surely don't want those 
rabble-rousers to take over. . . .

The Lago management, despite th e ir  c r it ic is m  o f Arubiano 

apathy, c le a rly  id e n tify  w ith  the e l i t e  class. At those social and 

p o l i t ic a l  events that are sponsored by the local government and a t­

tended by the a ff lu e n t merchants, the social e lite ,a n d  the high- 

leve l government o f f ic ia ls ,  the Lago executives are honored guests.

On the other hand, a t most community a f fa ir s ,  even those which are

p u b lic ly  supported by donations from the Lago budget, management

representatives are as conspicuously absent. A local newspaper 

e d ito r  said:

One te r r ib le  thing about Lago, that has made Arubans turn  
against them, is ,  when we have inaugurations, lay cornerstones,
have big funerals and weddings . . . fo r which we always have
an empty seat In the place o f honor, they never show up. They 
always do, though, fo r the hotels or fo r the fancy government 
a f fa i r s .

The results  o f the summer e lec tio n  quickly reached Exxon 

headquarters. During my second interview  with the President o f Lago, 

we discussed the recent event:

When I mentioned the outcome o f the Central Government e le c ­
tions a t a New York meeting las t week, I to ld  them the same thing  
I 1ve been saying to you— the party won on th e ir  platform  o f
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"Separation from Curasao"— but party promises are cheap. I f  
he can 't produce, and i t 's  hardly l ik e ly  that he w i l l ,  the 
people won't vote_for him in next summer's local e lec tio n s . . . . 
They /Tn New York/ w eren 't a t a l l  concerned.

They weren't? When I v is ite d  the Sernior Advisors fo r Exxon in the

f a l l  o f 1973, the f i r s t  question they d irected a t me addressed the

summer e le c tio n s : "How do you assess the s ign ificance o f the out-

come o f the e lection?" When I asked, "From whose point o f  view?" the

two men exchanged glances. Then one said , "What does that leader

really want? Does he re a lty  mean Separation from Holland too? . . .

And what's his a tt itu d e  toward Venezuela? is he ju s t a lo t o f

noise?"

The concern o f Lago managers to maintain close relationships  

w ith  the Aruban e l i t e  is evident from the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f the admi­

n is tra t iv e  and professional s ta f f  in the local chapters o f Kiwanis, 

Rotary, and Lions. Curiously, the Lago membership in these associa­

tions duplicates the h ierarch ica l representation o f the Aruban and 

merchant groups in the organizations.

Before I became personally Involved (as Guest Lecturer) in 

these organizations, I had assumed that the merchants, the government 

o f f ic ia ls ,  and the Lago professional and managerial s ta f f  would belong 

to  these clubs out o f personal in te re s t in the functions of a p a r t i ­

c u la r association, o r through in v ita tio n  from friends who were members. 

This is not the case.

The membership o f the Lions is confined to the Jewish, Chinese, 

and m iddle-class Aruban merchants. The other two organizations, how­

e v e r, are dominated by the Aruban e l i t e  and the Lago executives, mana­

gers, and engineers.
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I was Introduced to these organizations through my associa- 

t io n  w ith  Lago. Toward the end o f an interview  w ith  one o f the 

general managers, he asked me to be a guest speaker a t the fo rth - 

coming Klwanis meeting (to  be held in one o f the club rooms o f the 

Aruba-Sheraton H o ta l). I noticed from the roster o f club membership 

th a t the names id e n tif ie d  some o f the b e tte r known Aruban merchants, 

assistants  in the various government departments, and a few Lago pro­

fessionals and managers.

The follow ing week, another o f the managers asked me to 

speak at the Rotary meeting. (Obviously i had "passed muster" a t 

the Kiwanis meeting.) Because th is  eventwas relevant to my future  

re la tionsh ips  w ith the Arubiano e l i  te , I w i l l  e laborate on the de­

t a i ls  o f th is  meeting.

The manager who had extended the in v ita t io n  escorted me to 

the dinner meeting, held in one o f the most expensive restaurants  

In  Oranjestad. As we entered the room, the members momentarily 

in terrup ted  th e ir  "Happy Hour" imbibing to nod in my d irec tio n

(acknowledging the presence o f the only female in the room). They

then resumed th e ir  chatting and drinking u n til they saw the P resi­

dent o f Lago walk toward me. Once again they paused to watch. The 

President spoke to  me fo r a few moments, w hile  the other members 

stared  w ith increasing in te re s t. To te s t my notions of the s ig n if i ­

cance o f th e ir  added regard, I asked the President i f  I might d is ­

cuss something w ith  him in p riv a te . He led me to a q u ie t corner a t

one end o f the room. When he leaned closer to hear me over the

sounds o f the taped music, the rest o f the assembly, as one, inclined
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the upper parts o f th e ir  bodies in our d irec tio n . (At th is  point

the cockta ils  they held would have had to be poured into  the e a r .)

When we fin ished our conversation, stood, and walked toward

the group, I was more than greeted: I was enveloped in warmth and

graciousness--"How can I hdlp you? . . . Charming. . . .  I f  you have

any questions in your work, please come to see me. . . ."  These

o ffe rs , I soon rea lized  from the names o f the members as we were

introduced, came from the very same e l i t e  Arubianos I had thus fa r

been unable to approach on my own. When I was shown the roster o f

membership, I also realized  that the group included

the recently re tire d  Lieutenant Governor
the H in is te r o f Justice
the Chief o f the Land O ffice
the Chief o f the Department o f Social and Economic A ffa irs
the President o f the largest shipping lines
the Presidents o f three o f the largest banking firms 

and, as mentioned, 
the President o f Lago

in short, the p o l i t ic a l ,  economic, and social e l i t e .

For the balance o f the summer I had easy access to  govern­

ment o f f ic ia ls ,  and Arubiano business and social leaders. Hy asso­

c ia tio n  w ith the President o f Lago was never mentioned during these 

in terv iew s, but I was offered  enough in fe re n tia l (and d e fe re n tia l)  

responses to  a l l  o f my questions to substantiate my notion that ac­

ceptance by the " fro n t o ff ic e "  a t Lago conferred automatic acceptance 

in to  the e l i t e  c irc le s . Th is , notwithstanding the statements often  

made to me during my interviews w ith government o f f ic ia ls  and Arubiano 

businessmen, that Lago executives could never be part o f the "inner 

c irc le "  because they lacked the primary q u a lif ic a tio n —Arubiano 

h eritag e .
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The e l i t e  Arubianos (as w ell as a l l  o f the other social and 

economic classes in Aruba) recognize fu l l  w ell the importance o f Lago 

to  the Island economy. In a ll  o f my interviews w ith government o f f i ­

c ia ls  in 1973, I detected a note o f uncertainty as we discussed the 

contributions o f Lago to island revenues. Several times my inform­

ants admitted that they were concerned th a t Lago "might one day pack 

up and leave. And we know we're not ready to run the re fin ery  by 

ourselves . . . p a rtic u la r ly  since Venezuela is obviously more and 

more interested tn the p o s s ib ility  o f gaining control o f our re f in ­

e r y ,"  I could not track down the source o f th is  " p o s s ib ility ."

When I mentioned th is  concern (not only expressed by govern­

ment o f f ic ia ls  but also by many island residents) in my interviews

a t  Lago and w ith the Exxon advisors, I received offhand, sometimes

c ry p tic  responses:

Go? Go where? . . . Exxon has a lo t  o f money invested in
Lago. . . .  Of course, i t 's  happened before that we've had to
re lo ca te  . . . i f  a government became h o s tile  toward our oper­
a tions . . . but we've never given any indication that there 
are any such plans in the works.

With respect to the tax contributions made by Lago to the 

Central Government, a l l  sectors I met agreed that these contributions  

represent the largest source o f revenue to the government (as property 

and Income taxes from the large to u r is t hotels w il l  not be forthcoming 

fo r  several years). The u n iversa lly  expressed complaint, that the 

b en efits  to Aruba from these large tax revenues are minimal, is not 

d irec ted  against the re fin ery  management, but against the Central 

Government in Curasao.

I was not surprised to  learn from the managers o f Lago that 

th e ir  opposition to the idea o f Status Aparte d ire c tly  re la tes  to
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th e ir  concern to  "lower the p ro f i le "  o f Lago in Aruba:

Those people /MEP7  are to ta l ly  irresponsib le . This island  
c a n 't  stand alone. Our taxes and the to u r is t income a re n 't  
enough to f lo a t  th is  is land . We've supported the introduction  
o f  new in d u stries , but they ju s t never pan out. We support the 
growth o f the to u ris t industry, but i t ' l l  take years before that 
w i l l  lessen the dependence o f the people on us. . . . Now, i f  
Aruba ac tu a lly  does separate from Curasao, th e y 'l l  become even 
more dependent on Lago.

And how does Lago a c tu a lly  "support" outside investment in "new"

industry , and local investment in Aruban enterprises?

The two expatriate-owned fa c to r ie s , the Grace Chemical Com­

pany and the Bacadera p lan t tha t manufactures in d u s tria l gases, 

p o lyester products, and machinery p a rts , both share,as th e ir  major 

consumer, Lago. Although in the United S taets , Exxon a f f i l ia t e s  

make a l l  o f th e ir  purchases through th e ir  v e r t ic a lly  integrated  

subsid iaries in the United S tates, the transportation costs fo r  

necessary supplies to  the overseas a f f i l ia t e s  make these supplies 

more expensive than lo c a lly  purchased equivalent items. This is 

a iso  true fo r the purchases Lago makes from local fu rn itu re , e lec ­

t r i c  appliance, and mechanical equipment stores (none o f which are 

Jewish or Chinese owned). Lago purchses these supplies to furnish  

the houses in Seroe Colorado which i t  rents to its  engineers, super­

v is o rs , and managers.

Thus Lago's "d ire c t contributions to the island economy" 

are  made in accordance w ith the in junction o f the parent company to  

minimize costs—even when th is  is in apparent contradicton to the 

ra tio n a le  i t  adopted when i t  took Into  its  corporate bosom those 

companies that manufactured equipment and supplies necessary to  

the functioning o f the o i l  re fin e r ie s . "Support" o f island
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in d u s tries , then, would hardly be out o f a lt ru s t ic  concern fo r the 

1 si and economy.

Lago support fo r the re in s titu tio n  o f those industries that 

preceded the establishment o f the re fin in g  operations ( fo r  example, 

aloe production, gold mining, and phosphate mining, a ll  o f which are 

unrelated to the functioning o f the re fin ery ) has been less than 

encouraging:

Yes; there 's  been a lo t  o f ta lk  about the reopening o f the 
phosphate mines. You know they 're  located on "our" conces­
sion /a c tu a lly  lease7 land a t the t ip  o f the colony. We've 
been approached by a couple o f outside and local companies 
th a t want to  lease that land from us. . . .W e 'v e  looked 
in to  i t .  . . . But the only proper way to e x trac t the phos­
phate would be by dynamite b las tin g — and we fee l that the 
d e tr itu s  from the b lasting  could contaminate our product . . . 
so, no!

The economic development o f Aruba, then proceeds, or rather stag­

n a tes , according to Lago's d ro it  de seigneur.

However, since the 1930s Lago has done more than determine 

the economic lives  o f the resident population. In the follow ing  

chapter I w i l l  address the d ire c t and in d irec t involvement o f Lago 

management in the inception and maintenance o f inter-group antagon­

isms. In addition I w i l l  discuss Lago's ro le in the rehforcement 

o f  the negative self-im age o f the national segment.
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NOTES

^Although the corporate name o f Exxon was adopted in 1972, 
throughout my discussion o f the h is to ric a l development o f the cor­
poration I use the former name Jersey Standard, to d if fe re n tia te  
the founding company Standard O il Trust from the separate corpora­
tio n  that formed in response to the Sherman A nti-T rust Decision of 
1911.

O
A ll o f my informants agree that the Arubiano and Arubano 

government o f f ic ia ls  now occupy the top rung o f Aruba's p o lit ic a l  
h ierarch y, and that any "outside" control over these e l i t e  comes 
from Holland and Curasao. Some o f the more aware o f f ic ia ls  and 
merchants acknowledge the coercive power o f Lago w ith regard to 
governmental policy decisions but they in s is t that the Lago manage­
ment cannot be c la s s ifie d  as e l i t e  because they do not hold equi­
v a le n t social status with the nationals . I submit that the Lipset 
and Solari (1967) d e fin itio n  confers the status o f "Power E lite "  
on the Lago management.

^In 19*>7, a fte r  Jersey Standard completed a successful 
merger with Standard o f Louisiana, Standard o f Pennsylvania, and 
the Colonial and Beacon O il Companies, the conglomerate reorgan­
ized under the name Esso Standard O il Company. In 1972, a f te r  
a series o f in ternational mergers, the corporate name changed 
again , to Exxon Corporation.

L
The Seven S isters  are Exxon, Texaco, G u lf, M obil, Standard 

o f  C a lifo rn ia , Royal Dutch/Shell, and B ritis h  Petroleum.

^"By the middle o f the century i t  was w ithout doubt the 
great American medicine. 'Seneca O il* seems to have been the 
e a r l ie s t  name under which petroleum appeared in the East. . . . 
W hile I t  was admitted to  be c h ie fly  a lin im ent i t  was recom­
mended fo r cholera morbus, l iv e r  complaint, bronchitis  and 
consumption, and the dose prescribed was three teaspoonful is 
th ree  times a dayl" (Tarbell 1902: 5 ) .

^This fo rtu itous decision has put Venezuela in to  a much 
b e tte r  bargaining position now that she is embarking on a program 
o f  n a tio n a liza tio n . That Mexico was unable to p r o f it  s ig n if ic a n tly  
from her n a tio n a liza tio n  o f exp atria te  concessions occurred because 
o f  the Insistence o f foreign investors tha t th e ir  ownership included 
the subsurface as w ell as the surface lands.

"Unlike the unfortunate Mexican laws which caused such d i f f i ­
c u lty ,  Venezuelan law was always c lear and constant on th is  
p o in t. Secondly, the granting o f o il  leases was made an exclu­
s ive  power o f the president. With property r ig h ts , leasing  
powers, and adm in istrative authority  thus c le a rly  defined before 
any important concessions were granted, the area fo r future legal 
disputes was greatly  reduced" (Lieuwen 1955: 7 ).
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" / In  1907/ the dynamic head o f the Dutch firm , S ir  Henri 
Deterding, succeeded in e ffe c tin g  a merger w ith his leading  
com petitor, the Shell Transport and Trading Company o f England, 
thus forming the Royal Dutch/Shell combine.

"Between the two powerful companies, Shell and Standard, 
a r iv a lry  began which spread over the e n tire  globe and continued 
unabated u n til 1929" (Lieuwen 1955: 8 ).

O _
_They sidestepped the 80,000 hectare clause / jn  the mining 

code/ the to ta l amount th a t could be held by one company or 
in d iv id u a l, by creating numerous subsid iaries" (Lieuwen 1955:
3 9 ).

9"When Standard o f Indiana had d if f ic u l ty  marketing crude in 
the United States in 1927, i t  shipped to Shell (which had b u ilt  
a re fin ery ) in Curasao and to its  own re fin ery  in Tampico. I t  
saw l i t t l e  reason to ship Venezuelan crude fo r re fin in g  to the 
United States when nearly saturated American markets forced i t  
to  find  o u tle ts  abroad. Accordingly, I t  decided to bu ild  a re­
fin e ry  near the Venezuelan source o f supply. The company already 
owned a terminal on Aruba, and the Dutch government welcomed 
construction o f a re fin e ry . Because Gomez was in d iffe re n t about 
domestic re fin in g , because Standard o f Indiana chose not to 
expose its  costly p lant to the an tic ipated  violence in Venezuela 
when the aging d ic ta to r passed away, Aruba was selected" (Lieuwen 
1955: 48).

Lago's explanation fo r the company's decision to bu ild  the 
re fin e ry  in Aruba did not include the above stated reasons. In ­
stead , they said that i t  was simply based on lo g is tic s . Ocean 
tankers could not pass over the tw elve-foot bar a t the entrance 
to  Lake Maracaibo, thus shallow d ra ft  lake tankers were employed 
to  haul the o i l  to the transhipment center in Aruba. As o i l  produc­
tio n  increased, the Company decided to substitu te  on-the-spot re­
f in in g  fo r transhipment.

l°Th is  explains the evasive answers I received from Lago 
managers during our discussions o f the o i l  shortage in the United 
States during the summer o f 1973. ( I  la te r  discovered that even at 
the height o f the shortage in the w in ter o f 1974 /th e  period o f the 
Arab o i l  embargo?* refined o i l  from Lago was s t i l l  being sent to  
"o u tle ts "  in Europe and South America. As the d isposition  of the 
o i l  refined by Lago d ire c tly  lie s  w ith in  the purview o f the parent 
company, I can only assume that regardless o f the domestic needs,
Exxon w i l l  only ensure adequate supplies o f o i l  to the United States 
when the wholesale and r e ta il  prices fo r refined o i l  become as pro­
f i ta b le  to the company as are the present-day foreign o i l  p rices .

^ " /H u lt in a t io n a jZ  does not imply an industry owned and/or con­
trolled by the w orld 's many nationals . Instead i t  re fers  simply to 
die fa c t that th is  is an industry which operates in te rn a tio n a lly , 
w ith  a complex network o f  re lationships connecting most countries  
o f  the world. Its  ownership and d irec tio n  l ie  mainly in the hands
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o f a very small group o f companies known . . .  as the 'In te rn a *  
t lo n a l m ajors'. . . .  Of the seven ^ International majors' no 
fewer than f iv e  have th e ir  headquarters and the overwhelming 
m ajo rity  o f th e ir  shareholders In the U.S.A. . . .  Of the_two 
remaining . . . Royal Dutch/Shell and B ritis h  Petroleum /each7  
has extensive re fin ery  and marketing o u tle ts  in the U.S. . . . 
U ltim a te ly  . . . B r itis h  Petroleum w i l l  be the ninth or tenth  
la rg es t company in the United States" (Odell 1970: 14-15).

,2 ln 1967 the C ity  U niversity  o f New York, through its  Re­
search Foundation, entered In to  a leasing agreement w ith  Lago fo r a 
block o f unoccupied houses and an abandoned school build ing in the 
Seroe Colorado colony— vacant since the completion o f automation o f 
the re fin e ry .

The Aruba Research Center was designed to provide a "natural 
lab orato ry ," o ffe r in g  courses in biology and anthropology to under­
graduate and graduate students o f the colleges o f CUNY.

The four-year lease included a renewal option clause. In 
September o f 1971, because o f the mounting problems o f financing  
the program, the U n ivers ity  did not exercise th is  option.

*3|n fa c t, most o f these Seroe Colorado "teenagers" were stu­
dents o f United States and European u n iv e rs itie s , home on vacation  
fo r  spring holiday. As a group, they were exceedingly more sophis­
t ic a te d  than our students in the "youth c u ltu re ."

^We had heard that in 1966 a New York socio logist had re­
ceived permission from Lago to conduct an a ttitu d e  survey among the 
residents . His report shocked and in fu ria te d  the colony. The 
P ub lic  Relations Manager referred  to th is  study during out meeting: 

"That fool tr ie d  to make a Kinsey Report on our community. He 
said our wives were a lcoho lics , husband swappers, and I don't 
know what e lse . We to ld  him what he should do w ith th a t report!"

^My closest continuing contact w ith  Lago (since 1969) is a 
Belgian engineer. Although he has been an employee a t Lago fo r the 
past seven years, and is therefore e n t it le d  by s en io rity  to promo­
t io n  to Senior Engineer, his a ttitu d e  ra tin g  are s u ff ic ie n t ly  un­
s a tis fa c to ry  as to block his advancement. His supervisor has to ld  
him that the Company fee ls  he has not shown the proper commitment 
to  Lago. He Is regarded by h is  colleagues as non-conformist. His 
professional s k i l ls  and job performance place him a t the top o f his  
department, but his " ra d ica l"  temperament d is q u a lifie s  him from 
m erit pay ra ises , promotion, or "special consideration" (permission 
to  rent a three-bedroom bungalow on the more desirable beachfront 
s tr ip  o f the colonyX

During my la s t v is i t  to Aruba in 1974, the President o f Exxon 
a rriv e d  fo r  a b r ie f  stay a t Lago. On the day he was to "inspect" 
my friend 's  department, th is  "non-conformist" received a message to  
stay  in the bathroom w hile the President was walking through his  
section .
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I^The V ice-President, who gave me th is  ch art, advised me not 
to  "show i t  around a t Lago. The workers have a general idea about 
the structure  o f the organization but they don't know the d e ta ils ."

This gratuitous explanation was fu rth e r evidence that the 
management was s t i l l  concerned th a t I might be interview ing Lago 
workers.

^When I met w ith  the Senior Advisors fo r  Exxon, a f te r  my 
re turn  from Aruba, I re ferred  to  the "n a tio n a liza tio n "  program—  
and mentioned that I had been to ld  I was being unduly fussy when I 
questioned the term. The Advisor fo r the Mid- and Far East was 
upset:

" I hear th is  ta lk  a l l  over . . . recently  in Malaysia—
I t 's  sloppy ta lk ! I don't agree that you were quibbling over 
semantics. N a tio n a liza tio n  Is something e ls e !"

18At present there are nine Alcoholics Anonymous centers on 
the island— fo r  an adult male population (Aruban) o f approximately 
9 ,000 .

^ H e re , the precedent comes from Exxon's covert (but th in ly  
disguised) po licy  o f "In fluencing" the p o lit ic a l  e lections o f host 
countries, For example, immediately a f te r  the e le c tio n , in 1973, 
o f  President CajMos  ̂Perez in Venezuela,
. .  "he . . . /h ad / to  combat widespread charges that he is the 

'man o f the U.S. o i l  companies /Exxon is the major concession­
a i r e / .  The governing Social Christians openly charged that 
fo re ign  o i l  companies had contributed to Mr. Perez's campaign. . . .

"O il companies deny the charges but generally admit that they 
p re fe r  Mr. Perez to the Social C hristians" (New York Times,
December |A , 1973: 7 ) .

The Senior Advisor fo r  Latin American A ffa irs  to ld  me, during our 
la s t  meeting in March o f I97A, " I t  c e rta in ly  is to our in te re s t to  
promote' a stable and fr ie n d ly  government in any area where we have 
v it a l  crude or re fin ery  concerns."

20The annual budget th a t Aruba receives from the Central 
Government in Curasao is based on the assessment of local government 
expenditures; i t  does not take in to  account the inord inate ly  higher 
ta x  recepts o f Lago compared to the contribution o f the Royal Dutch/ 
S hell re fin e ry  in Curagao.

I f  Aruba were Indeed to separate from the Central adm inistra­
tio n  o f the Netherlands A n t ille s , the taxes from Lago would feed 
d ire c t ly  in to  the island co ffers .



CHAPTER NINE

THE LAGO MANAGEMENT: SOCIAL MANIPULATORS

Just as Lago influences, e ith e r  through overt p a rtic ip a tio n  

o r  covert d ire c tio n , the economic and p o lit ic a l  destin ies o f the 

population , so does i t  manipulate the social statuses and ethn ic  

r iv a lr ie s  o f the population segments.

A fte r I had id e n tif ie d  the previously discussed group seg­

ments and learned of the antagonisms between them, I became increas­

in g ly  curious to  discover the o rig ins  of the s tereotyp ical labels  

each group pins on the o ther segments, to w it:

Arubans—doci l e , pass i ve 
West Indians— trouble-makers, aggressive 
Jewish merchants—p ro fite e rs , usurers 
Chinese merchants— reasonable, hard-working.

Although, in fa c t ,  the hundreds o f people I have Interviewed  

over the four years o f my f ie ld  stud ies, tend to concur w ith these 

p erso n a lity  markers, some o f my more perceptive informants in s is t  

th a t the group boundaries in S t. Nicholas were a r t i f i c i a l l y  con­

s tru c ted — in response to  "outside" pressures.

At the onset o f group contact in the e a rly  1930s, only the 

Arubans and the West Indians were set in to  immediate opposition.

But w hile  the in i t ia l  focus o f the Aruban h o s t i l i ty  had an economic 

base, incurred from the replacement o f Aruban workers by the migrant 

newcomers, fo r the past three decades the continuing antagonism
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widened th is  focus to encompass social distaste and overt d lscrim i- 

n atio n — relegating  the B ritis h  West Indians to v ir tu a lly  untouchable 

caste status.

S im ila r ly , the Jewish merchants were in i t i a l l y  welcomed and 

accepted in to  the larger society— u n til they were perceived by the 

national segment as economically threatening to  the emerging middle- 

class Aruban entrepreneurs and as unduly e x p lo ita tiv e  toward the 

lower classes. Thus these segments, a t d if fe re n t time periods, were 

s e t in to  economic opposition. The Chinese, on the other hand, a l ­

though th e ir  group functions were almost id en tica l to  those o f the 

Jewish merchants, have thus fa r  managed to d e flec t the extreme 

h o s t i l i t y  Arubans express fo r the other two segments.

But why was the major e x p lo ite r not perceived by any o f the

groups to be the center point o f these economic oppositions? Not,

I submit, because Lago was so big as to be outside the c irc le  o f

economic competition. Indeed, the wages paid by the Company, its  

h ir in g  and f i r in g  practices, its  local purchases, a l l  contribute  

d ire c t ly  to defin ing the opposition o f the segments:

the antagonism between the Aruban and West Indian workers, en­
gendered by economic competition;

the dependence o f Aruban and West Indian workers (through in ­
curred and compounded debt) to the Ashkenazic merchants— 
a f te r  Lago terminated its  commissary f a c i l i t ie s ;

the dependence o f Aruban merchants and contractors on the local 
purchases made by Lago (which have declined since the 1950s, 
a t the same time that the Ashkenazic and Chinese merchants 
entered th e ir  upward s p ira l o f business expansion—w ith  the 
advent o f the to u ris t industry).

How then has Lago managed to avoid the negative Big Brother image
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th a t large exp atria te  corporations generally hold in s im ila r ly  de­

pendent economies?

Given the size  and in s u la r ity  o f the is land, the small num­

b er o f its  local population, and the na’ivet£  o f a co lo n ia lly  domi­

nated subsistence farming and mining society— suddenly p rec ip ita ted  

in to  twentieth century in d u s tr ia liz a tio n — the answer can be traced 

to  the e a rly  practices o f the Lago management.*

A young Aruban, recently  graduated from the U niversity o f 

Utrecht (and part o f a very small group o f "local radicals")

o ffe re d  th is  b lis te r in g  Indictment o f Lago "policy":

Right from the beginning, the Company s tarted  on its  policy  
o f D ivide, N eutra lize  and Destroy.

I t  set the d iffe re n t groups against each other by suggesting 
to  each that the "others" were h a te fu l, and p o te n tia lly  harmful.

They got them so busy hating each other that they couldn 't 
see who the real enemy was. They defused th e ir  anger against 
the employer who pays peon wages— and then says that the wages 
are high enough, compared wtth the other Caribbean islands. In 
o th e r words, point to a starving dog and say, "See, you have a 
bone, what are you complaining about!"

And worse, the people be!leve they are doing p re tty  w e tl­
and even those who are barely making i t  from week to week— dd 
they blame th e ir  hardships on Lago? No . . . they point the 
f in g e r  a t Curasao. And how do the people know they are pros­
pering? Not from th e ir  pocketbooks, c e rta in ly . They know i t  
because Lago and the government (same thing) constantly t e l l  
them so! I t 's  a great way to keep a tten tio n  away from them­
selves. . . . Convince the people, not by d ire c t statements, 
but by inferences, that you*re the benefactor— that w ithout you 
the island would sink in to  the sea— and that a ll  the people's 
troubles are caused by the blacks and the big money-makers 
(no t Lago o f course, but the merchants) . . .  in other words, 
i t ' s  the outsiders (th a t Lago brought in) that are exp lo itin g  
the people!

Do the Lago managers themselves subscribe tbi the aforemen­

tioned personality  ascriptions? V erb a lly , no:

Are the Arubans re a lly  passive and docile  as they are said  
to  be? W ell, y o u 'l l  see fo r yourself i f  they go out on s tr ik e  
next month. /They d i d n ' t / /  The f i r s t  thing the government does
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when a s tr ik e  breaks out anywhere on the Is land , Is close a l l  
the rum shops . . . and cover over the Itquor bo ttles  sold In 
the supermarkets. /You can only buy liquor in the Esso Club's 
r e ta i l  store which s e lls  only to the exp a tria te  residents o f 
Seroe ColoradOjV Everyone knows how aggressive they get when 
th e y 're  drinking. They won't even take orders from th e ir  own 
p o lic e . /The police are from Cura^ao^/

The West Indians—They1 re much more motivated to succeed 
than the Arubans. In the e a rly  days when more than h a lf  our 
work force was English, they caught on quickly to American 
methods. For the most part they got along very w ell w ith our 
foremen and supervisors. . . . They were b r ig h t, studied hard 
. . . and they rose_very fa s t to foremen and supervisory jobs.

The merchants /obviously re fe rrin g  to  the Ashkenazlm7~
Therd's never (>een any trouble here, lik e  happened in Curasao. 
Look, they 're  here to  make money, l ik e  businessmen anywhere. . . . 
The trouble is most Arubans are not business orien ted . . . .
And besides, who likes  someone they owe money to? That's  why 
we decided, in the 1940s, to discontinue our commissary fa c l-  
l i t i e s  here in the p lan t. The concession was running in the 
red . . . .  I t  had to s ta r t  extending c red it to the workers. . . . 
T h at's  not our business.

Although i t  is c e rta in ly  possible that the h o s t i l i t ie s  that 

p re v a il between the segments might obtain even w ithout the overt and 

covert encouragement from Lago management, i t  can hardly be dented 

th a t the in i t ia l  device engineered by the management— the replace­

ment o f local workers w ith  imported workers— set the stage fo r the 

i n i t i a l  antagonisms. S im ila r ly , the continued and ever-increasing  

h o s t i l i t y  between the workers and the foreign merchants can be 

traced to the decision made by Lago to discontinue its  commissary 

services to its  employees, and to encourage the Ashkenaaic merchants 

to  estab lish  c re d it arrangements fo r the lo c il and West Indian 

workers. The sm all-scale Aruban merchants, whose live lih o o d  de­

pended on the technical equipment, fu rn itu re , and household acces­

sories  that Lago purchased fo r its  exp a tria te  personnel, have suf­

fe red  severe fin an c ia l losses since the massive la y -o f f  periods of 

the 1950s, The continued diminution o f th e ir  cap ita l resources, in
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contrast to the ris in g  fortunes o f the foreign merchants, continues 

to  widen the breach between the local and non-national groups in the 

commercial community.

As co ro lla ry  to the Involvement o f Lago management in the 

re la tio n sh ip s  between thepopulation segments, s p e c ific  decisions and 

actions undertaken by re fin ery  adm in istrators, supervisors, and medi­

cal s ta f f  have served to  denigrate the self-im age o f the Aruban na­

tio n a ls . Aside from the practice  o f importing West Indian workers 

to  f i l l  the Jobs that the Arubans f e l t  were r ig h tfu lly  th e irs , the 

managers, during the f i r s t  two decades o f re fin e ry  operations, ex­

pended considerable time and money to provide housing and recrea­

tio n a l f a c i l i t ie s  fo r  the non-national workers— ignoring (according 

to  my Aruban informants) the s im ila r needs o f the nationals . Lago 

construction crews b u i l t  the workers' bungalows a t Essovilie  and 

Lago Heights fo r th e ir  more permanent personnel— and provided mate­

r ia ls  fo r th e ir  tran s ien t migrants to construct the shacks in the 

V illa g e , One o f my Aruban informants, recently re tire d  from Lago 

a f te r  tw enty-five  years o f serv ice , said:

Even though, on the whole, Lago has been a blessing to th is  
is la n d , whatever anger Arubans fee l fo r  the West Indians goes 
back to the f i r s t  years a f te r  Lago brought these workers in .
Lago paid much more a tten tio n  to the blacks than to us. They 
sponsored the West Indian island associations, the social clubs 
and the a th le t ic  clubs in S t. N icholas. They b u i l t  the Lago 
Heights Club and the Sports Park. The Company spent over one 
hundred thousand flo r in s  on them, but nothing fo r Arubans.

Even now (though they f in a l ly  s tarted  to donate recently  to 
some o f our organizations) they give annual donations to the 
P rotestant churches and the YMCA vfithout even checking to see 
how the money is used. This demoralizes the acceptors, they 
d o n 't do anything themselves, they even h ire  people to clean 
th e ir  own premises. Many clubs folded because o f the lack o f 
t n l t ia t lv e .

You know the Essolito  Club, the one the local e d ito r to ld  
you about— the one he brags that Lago b u ilt  and supports fo r
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the black and Aruban kids? Every year he thanks Lago In his news­
paper fo r th e ir  generous donations. . . W ell, that club doesn't 
even e x is t anymore . . . but i t  s t i l l  gets its  annual donation.
. . . You know why, i t ' s  to keep the e d ito r  qu iet!

During the same period th a t Lago was giving fin an c ia l support 

to  the construction o f housing and recreational f a c i l i t ie s  fo r the 

West Indian immigrants, the doctors a t the Lago Hospital were engaged 

in  an "e ffe c tiv e "  program to reduce the b ir th ra te  o f the Aruban na- 

t  ionals:

in to  the la te  I9^0s the b ir th ra te  fo r  the Arubans was up 
annually to kO per 1000. . . .  We delivered 900 babies in one 
year in th is  hospital alone. . . . Imagine. . . .  Of coursevtbe 
Church was encouraging the people to have as many children as 
possible. One o f my medical colleagues, a Roman C a th lic , actu­
a l ly  praised his women patien ts  who had between 6 to 8 ch ildren .

By 1950, before I was appointed D irec to r, I myself had a l ­
ready performed hundreds of vasectomies and lig atio n s  on Aruban 
men and women. . . .  I had to stop the tubal lig a tio n s  in the 
mid-1950s because the new medical d ire c to r was opposed to my 
program. I resumed again in 1980 when I became D irector. This 
time I had the ta c it  approval o f the Church and o f course the 
government doctors now are beginning to sponsor b irth -co n tro l 
c lin ic s — but the impetus has slowed. I t 's  been d i f f ic u l t  to 
gatn momentum again.

The problem was that they w eren't responding to the b ir th  
control techniques we prescribed. . . .  We f i t t e d  the women 
fo r  diaphragms. They may have worn them as a charm around 
the neck . . . they c e rta in ly  w eren 't using them in te rn a lly ,  
judging by the frequencies o f pregnancy.

I t 's  not re a lly  d i f f ic u l t  to convince people o f the wisdom 
o f  th is  course. Once you bu ild  up tru s t in your p a tie n t, he 
o r  she w i l l  take your advice. Usually we advised s te r il iz a t io n  
when a woman was pregnant w ith her th ird  c h ild . The problem 
became that a f te r  one ch ild  they wanted s te r il iz a t io n . . . .

I had no trouble w ith  the men on vasectomies—when I as­
sured them that i t  wouldn't in te rfe re  w ith  th e ir  sex l i f e .  In 
f a c t ,  they welcomed the Idea because i t  meant that th e ir  e x tra ­
m arita l l i f e  would be s a fe r. For a woman's lig a tio n  we always 
required the w ritte n  consent o f the husband. Often a man at 
th is  point would say that he preferred to have the s te r i l iz a t io n  
done to him— that he would rather bear the scar than have his w ife 's  
w ife 's  body marred.

West Indian men and women were not o ffered  th is  service: "They

went to the town doctors generally  . . . although the hospital services 

were offered to a l l  o f Lago's employees."
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The doctors I Interviewed were pleased w ith  the success o f 

th is  program. "The b ir th ra te  fo r the Aruban sector is now down to  

10 per 1000." That n e ith er the local government nor the Church was 

consulted fo r approval indicates the freedom the Lago s ta f f  exercised  

In  matters that hardly re la ted  to re fin ery  operations.

The s te r il iz a t io n  program also had s ig n if ic a n t s id e -e ffec ts  

on the re lationships between Aruban men and women. F irs t ,  the fac t 

th a t the woman required the w ritte n  consent o f  her husband before 

she underwent s te r i l iz a t io n ,  w hile  her husband needed no consent 

from her, reinforced and even aggravated the tra d itio n a l male domi­

nance in the Aruban fam ily . One o f my female informants recalled  

the animosity she f e l t  toward her husband a f te r  his vasectomy:

He treated me real bad. Before his operation I begged him 
not to  do i t .  We were young then. I sa id , "What i f  I was to  
d ie  soon? Wouldn't you want to marry again and have children  
by your wife?" He laughed . . . "Now, fo r the f i r s t  time I'm  
fre e . I have my two sons to  carry my name. Now i t 's  time fo r  
me to  enjoy. Don't worry, i won't use you i f  you don't want.
The 'g i r ls '  say i t 's  b e tte r to be w ith  a man when they don't 
have to use anything." . . . For many years now he hardly ever 
uses me.

Perhaps by coincidence, i t  was during th is  same period that 

the saloon-cribs o f S t. N icholas, formerly frequented by the tran ­

s ie n t marine crews and the West Indians, became the'weekend hauntfof 

Aruban men. For the past twenty years the Arubans have been the p r i ­

mary source o f Income fo r the Chinese saloon owners and the Colombian 

p ro s titu te s .

An American manager a t Lago, scornful o f the " to ta l lack o f 

c u ltu ra l achievement" o f the Aruban people, laughed, "Oh yes, they 

do have one national in s t itu t io n , o r I should say twor-alcoholism and 

'v is i t in g '  the bar g ir ls ."
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Hany Arubans, even the ris in g  professional engineers and 

superintendents a t Lago, fee l th a t they are treated  as "second-class 

c it iz e n s "  by the management s ta f f .  When I asked the exp atria te  mana­

gers and engineers a{x>ut the delay in the Arubanlzation o f the mana­

g e r ia l s ta f f  the responses were e ith e r  condescending or contemptuous. 

G en era lly , the exp a tria te  engineers were the most antagonistic:

You know, the po licy  o f Exxon has always been to re c ru it  
th e ir  engineers from the top graduates o f the best u n iv e rs itie s . 
The competition fo r a good re fin ery  p o s itio n , esp ec ia lly  th is  
one here in Aruba, has always been f ie rc e . Now . . . through 
Lago's scholarship program, we've been subsidizing these Aruban 
guys, g e tting  them in to  West V irg in ia  Polytech and no-name 
schools lik e  th a t— no way could they make i t  in any decent 
school. They ju s t don't have a sense o f dedication—They're  
only In i t  fo r  the money. And / th is  from my "non-conformist" 
in fo rm a n t/ by the way, th a t's  what the whole Arubanlzation  
program is  about. The expatria tes  get paid in d o lla rs , the 
Arubans in f lo r in s — in accordance w ith island government regu­
la t io n s , which d ic ta te  the same wage scale fo r th e ir  government 
o r  in d u s tria l engineers. They don't want a l l  th e ir  profes­
s ionals  to "defect" to Lago. So re a lly , i t 's ,  a ll  an economy 
move. , . . Lago has to  remain competitive f \  heard th is  from 
each one o f my informants a t Lago— and I'v e  never been able 
to  determine w ith whom they are supposed to be competing}/ so 
they have to cut costs. . . .

When the re fin ery  Is a l l  Arubanized, Lago's payroll is 
going to be much sm aller than i t  is now!

Underlying the resentment that the expatria tes  express toward 

the Aruban professionals, is the c lea r understanding that the expa­

t r ia te s  are being "phased out" o f th e ir  positions—out o f the "hap­

p ie s t years o f our l iv e s ."  Added to th e ir  professional work assign­

ments, the expatria tes  have the re s p o n s ib ility  o f tra in in g  and pre­

paring th e ir  national replacements.

The Arubans who are receiving th is  tra in in g , in turn resent

th e ir  exp a tria te  supervisors,

. , . fo r  th e ir  superior a ttitu d e s . Even though we received our 
degrees in the United S tates, they never tre a t us as equals.
They don 't show us the respect we deserve. And, a f te r  a l l ,  since
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they are paid on a .h igher scale than we g e t, that could account 
fo r  th e ir  superior fee lings . . . though i t 's  also true they 
somehow have more p o lish , more executive a b i l i ty  than we have. . . . 
And they le t  us know that Lago is  so anxious to conform to govern­
ment regulations to  replace the expatria tes  as soon as possible 
th a t Lago is w ill in g  to take us even i f  we don't get good marks 
o r  come from the top schools. . . . And we know we are pushed 
much fa s te r  to higher positions. . . .

I t  usually takes a t least f iv e  years to go from beginning 
engineer to  senior engineer— but I went from beginning engineer 
to  superintendent In  less than four years. . . . They don 't lik e  
being bypassed, even though they knew the handwriting is on the 
w ail fo r them.

According to  the doctors a t the Lago c l in ic ,  the rate o f  "sick  

c a l l"  fo r  Aruban managers and supervisors is on the increase. A l­

though the complaints are usually o f a minor nature: headache,

stomach upset, and frequent upper resp ira tory  In fe c tio n , the accounts 

o f  physical d istress often include reference to the psychological 

stresses and tensions that accompany the tra in in g  and promotion pro­

grams. One o f the doctors re la ted  the "chronic syndrome" as reported 

to  him by an Aruban superintendent:

They /e x p a tr ia te s / expect me to demand respect from the 
workers— to demand tKat the workers lis te n  to me. But th a t's  
not r ig h t. I should be given the respect, because o f my t i t l e  
and my academic tra in in g .

They say we get the same tra in in g  they received. . . . But 
th a t 's  not re a lly  tru e . They got the tra in in g  in th e ir  own 
countries . . . . They w eren 't fo re igners , try ing  to catch on to 
the ways o f a new country w hile  they were studying u n fam ilia r  
subjects . I t 's  not as easy fo r us. And we are watched a l l  the 
time for mistakes— by the foreign supervisors and by our own 
p e o p le . . .  . who are less w ill in g  to take orders from th e ir  own 
people than from the foreigners. . . .  No m atter what I do, i t 's  
never r ig h t!

At the heart o f the c o n flic t  between the e xp a tria te  supervisors 

and the Aruban professionals (as w ell as the c o n flic tin g  in terests  of 

management and workers, and the West Indians and the Aruban workers) is 

the basic contrast between the " tra d itio n a lis m "o f the Roman Catholic  

national segment and the " ra tio n a l"  Protestant e th ic  of the power d l i t e .
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Although the exp atria te  corporation did not provide, fo r

Arubans, the in i t ia l  contact between these disparate ideologies,

i t  did impose the Weberian model, the " s p ir it "  o f capita lism  upon
2

the p re -in d u s tria l population. To date a successful replacement 

(o r  synthesis) o f the Roman Catholic "trad itio n a lism " with the Pro­

te s ta n t work e th ic  has not been e ffec ted .

The f i r s t  managers o f the Lago re fin e ry , faced w ith  a local 

working force that was unaccustomed (and res is tan t) to the re s tr ic ­

t iv e  disciplines of a ra tional economy, sought an expedient solution  

to  th e ir  immediate problem. By importing a B ritis h -o rien ted  work 

fo rce—one that c le a rly  understood its  v u ln e ra b ility  to deportation, 

the Company ensured to i t s e l f  a m alleable, c o n tro llab le , and pre­

dominantly Protestant labor pool.

By 195**, as the need fo r a large labor force diminished, 

and the parent company embarked on its  policy o f replacing immi­

grant personnel w ith  lo ca ls , the o rig in a l dilemma returned to 

plague the relationships between the exp a tria te  management and its  

Aruban workers and professionals. The Aruban, on the other hand, is 

understandably fru s tra ted  by his in a b il ity  to perform in accordance 

w ith  "the Ideal type o f the c a p ita lis t  entrepreneur . . . /who/ 

avoids ostentation and unnecessary expenditure, as w ell as conscious 

enjoyment o f his power" (Weber, trans. T. Parsons 1958: 71).

The exp atria te  managers, fu l ly  conscious both o f th e ir  con­

form ity  to  the Id e a l, and of the "power behind th e ir  power" (as 

Lago proposes and the parent company disposes) "remain q u ie tly  con­

fid e n t"  (Time, Feb. i5 , 1971*: 35).
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To in fe r  from the foregoing that Lago, the a f f i l i a t e ,  and 

Exxon, the parent company, between them are wholly responsible fo r  

shaping the present statuses o f the populations o f Aruba, would do 

an in ju s tic e  to the continuing influences o f the other m etropolitan  

in te re s ts . Both Holland, through her economic and p o lit ic a l  involve­

ments in the p o lic ies  o f Curasao, and Venezuela, through her maternal 

cla im  on the ancestral heritage and the p o ten tia l o i l  riches o f the 

Netherlands A n t il le s , play s ig n if ic a n t roles in the manipulation o f  

the local populations.

But the special s ignificance o f the Lago re fin ery  to the 

people o f Aruba derives from the intimacy and immediacy o f the manage- 

ment-worker re la tio n sh ip , and the involvement o f the management in 

the local a f fa irs  o f the resident population. Iro n ic a lly , the people 

I interviewed are f a i r ly  w ell informed (through newspaper a r t ic le s  

and e d ito r ia ls )  about the a c t iv it ie s  and plans o f Holland and Vene­

zu e la , as they re la te  to the present and future destiny o f Aruba. 

Accounts o f re fin ery  p o licy , however, are so scanty and il l-d e f in e d  

as to obfuscate the sign ificance o f Lago to  the local population.

The old Standard Trust philosophy o f "Say nothing" has been adopted 

by Lago management even to the point o f keeping the people to ta l ly  

uninformed abouttheoveralI design o f re fin ery  operations, and the de­

pendent t ie  o f Lago to the parent c o m p an y .^

I stress the involvement o f Lago (and Exxon) in the local eco­

nomy and in the social lives  o f the resident population not only be­

cause o f the past and present practices o f the re fin e ry  management, 

but also because o f the uncertainty in the mind o f many o f the people 

I interviewed, about the place of the exp a tria te  corporation in the
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Immediate future o f the Island. Although I could not trace the o rig in  

o f  the fe a r expressed by many o f my informants that "Lago may decide 

to  pack up and leave," the naYvet£ behind th is  fe a r underlines the 

d e lib e ra te  po licy  6 f  Lago to  withhold the re a li t ie s  o f the re fin e ry 's  

decision-making p o lic ies  from its  host population. What is worse, 

even the Aruban professionals who are being tra ined to replace tfcs 

e x p a tr ia te  (lo w er-leve l) s t a f f ,  s ta te  that they are not being pre­

pared to assume the re sp o n s ib ilitie s  attendant upon fu l l  management 

o f  the re fin e ry , should the parent company decide to  tran s fer the 

p la n t to the Aruban government. " I t 's  true the island would sink i f  

Lago management leaves."

Apparently, fo r the present Exxon has no in tention  of"packing 

up the re fin e ry ."  During my las t luncheon meeting w ith  the Senior 

Advisor fo r  Latin  American A ffa irs  (who has never v is ite d  Aruba) I 

commented on the concern expressed by many people that Venezuela 

was stepping up its  e ffo r ts  to extend its  national boundaries to 

include the island o f Aruba. The Senior Advisor smiled and said: 

"N eith er the United States nor Holland would want Venezuela to move 

in to  Aruba, And i f  the United States doesn't want I t  . . .  i t  won't 

happen!"
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NOTES

I do not impute malevolent intentions to the past and pre- 
sent Lago managers. I t  is ju s t as possible that the Company's In ­
d iffe ren ce  to the social and psychological needs o f the expanded 
population re fle c ts  the parent company's preoccupation w ith e f f i ­
ciency—both in p lan t operations and in the determination c f  per­
sonnel requirements. The Company's commitment (dating back to the 
philosophy o f Its  founding president) to  

" I )  Pay a p r o f i t  to nobody . . .
"2) Hide the p ro fits  . . .
"3) Say nothing . . ."  (Tarbell 1902: 2l»5, 127)

m ilita te s  against humanitarian concerns.
For example, working from the framework o f e ff ic ie n c y , the 

Company is able to J u s tify  the h irin g  and f ir in g  o f nationals and 
non-nationals w ith no necessary regard fo r its  concomitantly nega­
t iv e  e ffe c ts  on the groups involved.

*The Dutch, although they exemplify the ideal o f the Pro­
te s ta n t e th ic , did not e ffe c t  any s ig n if ic a n t a lte ra tio n s  o f the 
Aruban " s p ir it " :  the colonial adm inistrators were hardly evangelical
in  th e ir  dealings w ith  the farming and fish in g  fo lk : ra th e r, they
encouraged the status quo of the Roman C atholic tra d it io n .

"No colonizing in the real sense o f the word was done. . . . 
I f ,  a f te r  the exp ira tio n  o f th e ir  term o f o f f ic e ,  a few servants 
o f  the Dutch West Indian Company did stay on here, they never­
theless did not present a s tr ik in g  contrast to  the rest o f the 
population . They were not active  P rotestants. . . . Aruba 
acquired a Protestant as w ell as a Roman C athdlic  e l i t e ,  a 
so cie ty  c losely in te rk n it  owing to the pecu liar p ractice  in case 
o f  re lig io u s ly  mixed marriages o f educating the sons in accord­
ance w ith  the fa th e r 's  re lig io n  and the daughters in accordance 
w ith  that o f the mother. As a resu lt o f th is  there can be no 
question a t a l l  here o f a Protestant-Catholic a n tith e s is . What 
is  very noticeable Is  a strong Spanish admixture in both camps, 
each group being closely a ll ie d  w ith the Continent by fam ily  
t ie s "  (Hartog 1961: 269).

^A ty p ic a lly  obscure (and, to  the Arubans, most unsettling ) 
statem ent, carried  on page one in the December 18, 1973, issue o f 
The News: A n tille s  F irs t  D a ily , quotes the message o f the President
of"Lago to the people o f Aruba. In p a rt, i t  reads:

"A ll things considered, t t  can be said that there has never 
been a time when the future o f the o i l  industry was harder to 
p re d ic t even though the future demand fo r the Industry 's  p rin ­
c ip le  products has never been more assured. . . .

"The rapid changes in the supply s itu a tio n  and the uncer­
ta in t ie s  such changes convey can a ffe c t development plans 
being considered by the Company such as expansion o f i ts  fa c i­
l i t i e s  fo r handling large crude c a rr ie rs . . . ."
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During the la te  f a l l  o f 1973» a t the height o f the "energy 
c r is is ,"  I learned that the Senior Advisor fo r the Mid- and Far East 
had " le f t "  his position  w ith Exxon to "serve" on the Federal Energy 
Board fo r Chairman W illiam  Simon.



CHAPTER TEN

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Lokual ta  pasa majorI a p a rti dl hand* no ta  
pasombra nan sa mucho poco cos pero 
pasombra nan sa mucho hop! cos no ta  berdad.

(What is happening to the m ajority  o f the people 
is  not because they know too l i t t l e  but because 
they know too much that is n 't  tru e .)

The true s ign ificance o f th is  b r ie f  summation o f the present 

r e a l i t ie s  o f the Aruban condition is , un fortunate ly , lo s t on even my 

most knowledgeable informants. The Arubans believe that the bases 

o f  th e ir  present fru s tra tio n s , in the face o f the d isp arity  between 

th e ir  elevated social status and th e ir  economic stagnation, stem 

from th e ir  inequitable representation in the Central Government a t 

Cura9ao, the disproportionate return to the Island government from 

the taxes Lago pays to  the Central Government, and the dispropor­

tio n a te  wealth o f the non-national segments.

The wider networks o f power and control (through the p o li­

c ies  o f the m ultinational o i l  industry, the economic in terests  of 

the United S ta tes , Holland, and Venezuela) that impinge upon the 

d a ily  lives  o f a l l  o f the people o f the island and which, in e f fe c t ,  

are cogent forces in the determination o f the h ierarch ica l statuses 

th a t separate the haves from the have-nots, have not as yet entered  

the consciousness of any o f the Arubans I have come to know.

23k
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Arubans do not recognize th at the "structures o f inequality"  

th a t are inherent in p lu r a lis t ic  s o c ie tie s , whether they were in i ­

t ia te d  out o f the colonial condition or Introduced through the post­

co lo n ia l domination o f m ultinational corporate in terests  and continu­

ing m etropolitan In te re s ts , p e rs is t to exacerbate both national under­

development and inter-group antagonisms.

In ]969, when I f i r s t  undertook the study o f what i thought 

to  be a ty p ic a lly  "p lu ra l so c ie ty ,"  I employed the methodology o f 

the tra d it io n a l theorists  (F u rn iva ll 1939; van L ie r 1950; H. G. Smith 

1965, 1959, e tc .)  to id e n tify  the group segments. As I became aware 

o f the m u lt ip lic ity  o f factors (both external and in te rn a l) involved 

in  the maintenance and re laxatio n  o f group boundedness, I rea lized  

th a t the tra d itio n a l approach was too lim ited . The tra d itio n a l 

approaches are e s s e n tia lly  s ta t ic ;  fo r example, they do not deal 

w ith  the tra n s itio n  period c h a ra c te ris tic  o f many emergent nations 

wherein the "reins o f o ff ic e "  have been tran sferred  from the "domi­

nant m inority" (Smith: 1969) to the num erically dominant m ajority . 

T h e o re tic a lly , th is  should a lte r  the p lu r a lis t ic  nature o f the society  

b u t, In fa c t, th is  seldom occurs: the p lu ra lis t  status o f the minor­

i t y  groups does not necessarily change. This is p a rtic u la r ly  true  

o f  those Caribbean societies  "created" (Hoetink 1967) from the d is­

placement o f groups o f people.

The "re tic u la te d  model" o f R. T. Smith (1961) which presup­

poses that the cu ltu ra l sections are enmeshed in an overa ll in s t itu ­

t io n a l system is not more applicable to the Aruban s itu a tio n  than 

are the aforementioned s ta t ic  models. While there is a certa in  amount
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o f  "leakage" between h ierarch ica l boundaries, the segments are gener­

a l ly  la te ra l ly  ra ther than diagonally demarcated.

Despres (1964), who fee ls  that two-dimensional models are 

Inadequate because they do not permit the systematic investigation  

o f  organizational a c t iv i t ie s ,  suggests the addition o f a th ird  dimen­

s io n , wherein "sp atia l and temporal arrangements are manipulated to  

become functional in some ways rather than others" (Despres 1964: 

1071). I fee l that Despres1 contribution provides only a p a rtia l  

so lu tio n  to the construction o f a model which w i l l  have p red ic tive  

value and w il l  also indicate the dynamic nature o f h ierarch ica l 

s h if ts .  Despres1 model remains bounded, representing population 

segments "pinned" in time and space. A "systems flow" representa­

tio n  (see Easton 1965),on the other hand, not only has the value o f  

demonstrating current r e a li t ie s  but also allows fo r  the m ultip le  

d irec tin g  and manipulating influences on the segments. Thus the 

v u ln e ra b ility  o f population groups, and the v u ln e ra b ility  o f the 

to ta l society to  e x te rn a l, in ternational po licy  s h if ts ,  world trade 

s itu a tio n s , e t c . ,  can become c le a r ly  m anifest.

Throughout my second and th ird  periods o f fie ldwork I adapted 

the approaches o f the contemporary dependency theorists  (see Frank 

1972; F a lle rs  1973; Furtado 1972) to  my investigation  of group bound­

edness and h ierarch ica l ordering. By adding a social and h is to r ic a l 

dimension to my inqu iries  I was able to  u t i l iz e  a broader base for  

understanding the in ternal and external networks o f power and control 

and to apply the "progressive id e n tif ic a tio n  o f factors that are spe­

c i f ic "  (Furtado 1971: v i l )  to the analysis o f a dependent economy.
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Following a b r ie f  summary o f the s ig n if ic a n t factors that 

led to the In i t ia t io n ,  ordering, and maintenance o f the h ierarch ica l 

structures of Arub-an socie ty , I w i l l  demonstrate, v ia  a "systemic 

feedback loop," how the systems approach can be u t i l iz e d  to order 

"u n ity  out of m u lt ip lic ity "  (Easton 1965: 376).

Given the h is to r ic a l events that led to the tran s fe r o f con­

t r o l  o f the island o f Aruba from Spain to Holland, and the barren 

environment that attended the denudation o f the is land 's  fo res t 

cover, the Dutch West India Company (which held , in to  the nineteenth  

century, a v ir tu a l monopoly over Holland's economic in terests  in the 

New World) recognized that the e x p lo ita tiv e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f Aruba 

were too meager to warrant the introduction o f a p lan tation  economy.

In  consequence, the e a rly  s e ttle rs  who came to the island from 

Curasao and interbred w ith the island Indians and w ith the few 

Dutch co lo n ia ls , could co-exist in a re la t iv e ly  e g a lita r ia n  atmos­

phere. Even fo r those few fam ilies  who expanded th e ir  subsistence 

base by breeding c a t t le  and sheep, the insular exigencies which 

lim ite d  m arital choice to re lated  individuals  w ith in  the small popu­

la t io n  o f (Roman Catholic) Indians, (P rotestant) Dutch, and (Sephardic 

Jewish) Cura^aoans, precluded the in it ia t io n  o f the c h a ra c te ris tic  

p lu ra l structure o f colonial so c ie ties .

Into  the f i r s t  two decades o f the tw entieth century the 

sporadic and minimal immigration o f South Americans and Europeans— 

to  work in the phosphate and gold mines and at aloe production— 

created only a minor social " la y e rin g ."  The social d is tin c tio n  

between the e a r l ie r  s e ttle rs  (Arubiano) and the nineteenth century
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immigrants (Arubano) has come to assume minor importance since both 

groups have access to s im ila r economic pursuits and government positions.

W ithin the f i r s t  decade a fte r  the onset o f o il  re fin ery  con­

s tru c tio n , the g reatly  expanded population exhib ited  the more typ ica l 

c h ara c te ris tic s  o f a p lura l so c ie ty --w ith  social boundaries separating  

the introduced groups from the "s e ttled "  population. (As Holland did  

not re linquish  /o v e r t /  p o lit ic a l  control to the national segment u n til  

195^, the Dutch colonials had the only access to p o lit ic a l p o s itio n s .)

The West Indians, recru ited  to s a tis fy  the expressed needs 

o f  the Lago management fo r a "s tab le , s k ille d  and English-speaking" 

work fo rce , were the f i r s t  group to  be set in to  a separate and " in ­

compatible" (F u rn iva ll 1939) subordinate social stratum. Neverthe­

les s , as the wages o f the West Indians were considerably higher than 

the Income of the average Aruban, th is  segment soon came to occupy 

an economic niche tha t was superior to both the Aruban working class 

and the Aruban cunucu farmer; th is  did n o t, however, raise th e ir  

socia l s ta tus .

The s p ec ific  factors that were s ig n if ic a n t to the econom­

ic  ordering o f the West Indians in Aruba (see Figure 2 fo r group 

s tr a t i f ic a t io n  ju s t p r io r  to  the 1930s, Figure 3 fo r the period 1930 

to  1950, and Figures h,  5 , and 6 fo r the a lte red  h ierarch ica l a r­

rangements since the 1950s) are:

the recruitm ent, during the e arly  1930s, o f s k ille d  West Indians 
to  supervise Aruban manual workers fo r Lago* 

the recruitm ent, from the mid-1930s in to  the 19^0s, o f thousands 
o f West Indian laborers to replace the "unsatisfactory"
Aruban employees.
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These decisions of the Lago management influenced the d isp arity  

between the social and economic statuses o f the West Indians v is -a -  

v is  the Aruban working classes. The Arubans, denigrated to lower 

paying manual labor on government subsidized road construction pro­

je c ts  and s im ila r "welfare" occupations, nevertheless maintained 

superior social and p o lit ic a l niches.

The social and p o lit ic a l  factors s ig n if ic a n t to the depressed 

p o l i t ic a l  and social standing o f the West Indians are:

the Dutch c itizen sh ip  status of the Arubans versus the resident 
visa v u ln e ra b ility  o f the West Indians, 

the exclusionary tac tics  o f the national segment—which served 
to withhold even minor p o lit ic a l  positions from non-Arubans, 

the "closed door" po licy  o f a l l  s tra ta  o f the national segment— 
which assigned a derogatory "black" opprobrium to the 
"English" segment (but not to th e ir  own phenotypically  
black n a tio n a ls ), 

the agreement between the local government and Lago to f i r e  
"threatening Big island a g ita to rs"—which served to in t i ­
midate the remaining Big and Small Island residents and 
which continuesto undermine intra-group re la tionsh ips , 

the provision (by Lago) o f separate res id en tia l f a c i l i t ie s  in 
S t. Nicholas fo r West Indian laborers—which created an 
"In s tan t ghetto ."

The economic factors that operated to set the Arubans and 

West Indians in to  antagonistic  opposition did not, a t f i r s t ,  obtain  

fo r  the Ashkenazim. The Ashkenazic merchants, a ttrac ted  to the 

is land  because o f the increased demand fo r goods and services, en­

joyed two decades o f social acceptance by the Aruban society. The 

a lie n  re lig ious  a f f i l ia t io n  o f th is  group did not preclude th e ir  

p a rtic ip a tio n  in the social a f fa irs  o f the e l i t e  society. With the 

expansion o f the to u ris t industry, however, the concomitant r ise  In 

the economic fortunes of the Ashkenazic entrepreneurs antagonized 

the m iddle-class Arubans who, although firm ly  entrenched in the upper 

s tra ta  o f the social s tru c tu re , were generally engaged in sm all-scale
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r e t a i l  enterprises that were unaffected by the increased to u r is t In­

dustry . As the Income o f the Jewish merchants rose, so did the hos­

t i l i t y  o f the lower working classes (the Aruban and West Indian em­

ployees of the Lago re fin ery  and o f re la ted  en te rp rises).

By the mid-1950s, the re la t iv e ly  high wages o f the workers 

were more than counterbalanced by the ris in g  cost o f liv in g  (which 

necessitated cash payment fo r re n t, u t i l i t i e s ,  food, and liquor) 

and the increased demand fo r "luxury goods" (imported c lo th ing and 

je w e lry — sold by the Ashkenazic merchants). Payment fo r these lux­

ury goods was based on extended c re d it arrangements w ith the mer­

chants. This c re d it was a t f i r s t  welcomed and appreciated by the 

purchaser, but as the burden o f debts compounded, the fru s tra tio n s  

o f  the debtors turned to anger against the cred ito rs . The Ashkenazim 

withdrew from social p a rtic ip a tio n  in the larger society— the tra d i­

tio n a l response o f the Eastern European Jews to the animosity they 

incurred in th e ir  homelands "/.from / possessing economic power not 

commensurate w ith th e ir  standing in the community" (Shibutani 1965: 

3 7 ) . For the Ashkenazim in Aruba, however, th e ir  continued social 

enclaving has not hampered th e ir  economic expansion.

The fa c to rs , then, that are s ig n if ic a n t to the re la t iv e  assi­

m ila tio n  o f the Ashkenazim in to  Aruban society p r io r  to 1950 are:

the sudden demand fo r r e ta il  goods (a f te r  Lago closed its  commis­
sary )—which encouraged the merchants to fee l that they were 
welcomed by the larger socie ty , 

the lig h t skin color o f the immigrants—which perm itted them to 
ease In to  e l i t e  Aruban social c irc le s ,  

the small numbers o f Ashkenazic immigrants, compared to the
thousands o f West Indians who arrived  during the same period—  
which afforded re la tiv e  obscurity to the Jewish immigrants, 

the construction of the f i r s t  "country club" by the Ashkenazim— 
which brought the i l l t e  Arubans in to  frequent social contact 
w ith  the merchant fa m ilie s ,
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the relinquishment o f Orthodox r itu a l observance—which might 
otherwise have a lienated  the Ashkenazim from the Roman 
Catholic Arubans, 

the extension o f c re d it to  the Aruban and West Indian working 
classes—which allowed the la t te r  groups to purchase luxury 
goods even a fte r  they had expended th e ir  cash wages fo r re n t, 
u t i l i t i e s ,  food, and liq u o r, 

the dispersed residences o f the merchants fami I les— some situated  
over th e ir  s tores, others scattered throughout S t. Nicholas 
and Oranjestad.

These factors  contributed to the in i t ia l  acceptance o f the Ashkenazim

by a l l  o f the population segments. The factors that p rec ip ita ted  the

socia l enclaving o f the merchants fam ilies  in to  the 1950s include:

the expansion o f th e ir  r e ta il  businesses concomitantly w ith the 
increase in tourism, 

the consequent r ise  in the economic fortunes o f the Ashkenazic 
merchants ju s t as the m iddle-class Aruban entrepreneurs 
(who were dependent on Lago purchases) began to decline, 

the Increased resentment o f Aruban and West Indian working 
groups—as they became enmeshed in s p ira ll in g  compounded 
debts to  the Ashkenazim, 

the "conspicous" nature o f the expanded l i f e -s t y le  fo r  the mer­
chant fam ilies— as exh ib ited  in the luxury homes b u ilt  in 
the fashionable section o f Oranjestad, expensive automo­
b ile s , overseas u n ivers ity  schooling fo r th e ir  ch ild ren , 
e tc .—which Increasingly ir r i ta te d  the s o c ia lly  secure but 
economically depressed Aruban e l i t e .

The beginnings o f res id en tia l separation, the re in s titu tio n  of r e l i ­

gious commitment (w ith the build ing o f a large synagogue in the cen­

t e r  o f th e ir  res id en tia l circle), and the withdrawal (or exclusion) o f 

the Ashkenazim from p a rtic ip a tio n  in Aruban social fucntions stem 

d ire c t ly  from the above fac to rs . In 1969, as news o f the Curasao r io ts  

r lo ts — large ly  d irected against its  Jewish merchants— reached the 

Ashkenazim in Aruba, the social boundaries drew the groups in to  a 

t ig h t ,  united community.

The Chinese, who arrived  w ith in  the same time period as the 

Eastern Jews and the West Indians, perhaps because they (in  contrast 

to  the Ashkenazim) retained the same "low p ro file "  they had adopted



247

from the time they established residence, have thus fa r  managed to  

elude the undue a tten tio n  o f the dominant and subordinate groups. 

N eith er ffcted nor ostracized , the Chinese began to withdraw behind 

e th n ic  boundaries during the early  1950s. Apparently th is  occurred 

more in response to the unsatisfactory nature o f th e ir  e a rly  in te r ­

marriages w ith the Aruban women than from the o vera ll animosity o f 

the national and non-national segments. The economic good fortune  

o f  the Chinese,largely derived from th e ir  wholesale and r e ta il  gro­

c e r ie s , rum-shops, restaurants, and "crib -sa loons," did not, u n til 

the e a rly  1970s, antagonize the Arubans who generally  find  the 

Chinese to be "reasonable."

The t ig h te r  boundaries the Chinese have drawn in the past 

three years (since 1971) is apparently conditioned by the emerging 

n a tio n a lis t ic  sentiments o f the Arubans, which increasingly "lumps" 

a l l  non-national entrepreneurs as exp lo ite rs  and paras ites , feasting  

on the island economy but depositing the derived benefits  outside o f 

the island.

Thus although the major economic fac to r that p rec ip ita ted

Aruban h o s t i l i ty  fo r the Ashkenazic merchants also obtained fo r the

Chinese merchants, namely the rise  in th e ir  economic fortunes at the

time that Aruban-operated enterprises were becoming depressed, the

fa c t th a t the Chinese evaded the antagonism d irected a t the "foreign"

merchants is explainable in terms o f the follow ing factors:

the Chinese a t no time attempted to  penetrate the social sanctums 
of the Aruban e l i t e ,  

the  Chinese retained the low p ro f i le  they held i n i t i a l l y  even 
a fte r  the rise  in th e ir  economic s ta tus , 

the assets o f the Chinese are less d iscern ib le  than those o f the 
Ashkenazim— as business enterprises are extended fam ily  opera 
tions rather than individual holdings,
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the c re d it o ffered  by the Chinese is on a short-term  basis— thus 
precluding the compounding o f indebtedness, 

the children of the o rig in a l merchants group were baptized Roman 
Cathoi ic ,

the d iffe re n t nature o f the goods and services o ffered  by the
Chinese—namely, food, liq u o r, and p ro s titu te s , a l l  considered 
by the Arubans to be necessary to th e ir  physical and psycholo­
g ical w ell-be ing .

Whatever social enclaving ex is ts  fo r the Chinese apparently stems from 

the e a rly  and generally  unsatisfactory marriages o f Chinese men to  

Aruban women.

Thus, the Chinese have v o lu n ta rily  established group bounda­

r ie s ,  as expressed in th e ir  preference fo r  intim ate association w ith  

homeland and creole Chinese, and th e ir  expressed d is in te re s t in p o li­

t ic a l  a c t iv i ty .  The d is p a r ity , then, In the economic and socio­

p o l i t ic a l  statuses fo r both the Chinese and the Ashkenazim devolved 

from d iffe re n t sources: fo r the Ashkenazim, th e ir  diminished social 

p o s itio n  was the involuntary consequence of the conspicuous display  

o f  th e ir  accrued w ealth—which the working classes perceived to be 

derived from usurious p ro fits  a t th e ir  expense, and the Aruban middle- 

class entrepreneurs f e l t  to be a d ire c t a f fro n t , in lig h t o f the dimi­

nution o f th e ir  income.

The Chinese, on the other hand, because they made no in i t ia l  

attempt to in f i l t r a t e  e l i t e  c irc le s , but instead remained re la t iv e ly  

a lo o f from social and p o l i t ic a l  p a rtic ip a tio n  in the a ffa irs  of  the 

Aruban community, have maintained a consistent, I f  " In fe r io r , '• social 

standing, while they continue to advance to  the summit o f the economic 

h ierarchy.

What has been le f t  out o f th is  h ierarch ica l equation thus fa r  

is  the primary " fa c to r ,"  the Lago management. Primary, because w ith
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the entry o f the Lago O il and Transport Company in to  Aruba, the t in y ,  

v ir tu a l ly  ignored desert is land , its  inhabitants barely subsisting on 

u n re lia b le  harvests o f corn and garden vegetables, fish  and w ild  goats, 

was abruptly transformed in to  a booming in d u s tria lized  economy.

Rather than re ite ra te  the d e ta ils  o f Lago (and Exxon) involve­

ment in the economic, p o l i t ic a l ,  and social a f fa irs  o f the Aruban and 

the non-national segments, I w i l l  l i s t  some o f the more relevant 

factors  and then, employing a m odification o f the model proposed by 

Easton (1965) in his systems analysis o f p o lit ic a l  s tructures, demon­

s tra te  how the introduction o f one fa c to r , namely the decision o f 

Lago to  re c ru it West Indians in to  Aruba, set in motion a continuous 

feedback loop— so that the economic dependence o f the West Indians, 

on Lago and on the extended c re d it o f the merchants, as w ell as the 

p o li t ic a l  dependence on the island and central governments fo r contin­

uation o f th e ir  residence visas and work perm its, a l l  served to s o lid ­

i f y  the control o f the Lago management over its  vulnerable labor pool. 

Economic Factors P o lit ic a l Factors Social Factors

H ired Aruban laborers U n til World War I I  
Replaced "unsatis fac - assumed functions

tory" Aruban workers o f government
w ith West Indians Since World War I I  

Encouraged entry o f covert d irec tion
"fore ign" merchants o f government

Before 1954 f ire d  policy
most Big Island  
workers 

During mid-1950s 
f ire d  most Small 
Islanders and 
2,000 Arubans 

Make local purchases 
o f fu rn itu re , ap­
p liances, re fin ery  
supplies

Support "es tab lish - 
ment"PPA p o lit lc a l  
party 

Maintain "wall of 
silence" about re­
fin e ry  operations, 
Lago (Exxon)policy 

Maintain coercive 
pressures on non- 
nationals

Approved (or in it ia te d )  
"crlb-saloons" fo r  
transient workers 

Approved and implemented 
s te r i l iz a t io n  o f na­
tionals  

Court social e l i t e  
B u ilt  separate residen­

t i a l  compound fo r pro­
fessional s ta f f  

Separate beach and social 
club

Aloof from p a rtic ip a tio n  
in community a f fa irs  

Reinforce, through h irin g  
and f ir in g  p ractices , 
negative self-im age o f 
Arubans

(continued)
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P o lit ic a l Factors Social Factors

Encourage to u ris t Encourage b e lie f  P a rtic ip a te  in e l i t e
industry th a t Aruban Iz a - associations

Discourage re -  tion  is equivalent (Rotary)
in s titu tio n  o f to n a tio n a liza tio n  Larger donations to
pre-Lago industries Encourage retention West Indian clubs, 

D iffe re n t ia l pay scale o f "company" union e tc .
Above minimum wage 

rate  
Fixed tax base

These fa c to rs , when introduced to the economic ro le re la tio n ­

ships o f the various segments (see Figure 7) can then be set in to  

"systemic feedback loops" (Easton 1965: 378) to demonstrate how the 

practices  of the Lago management involve a i l  o f the population seg­

ments and the governmental structures ( i . e . ,  the Central Government 

a t Curasao, the island government, and the local community /S t .  

Nicholas?), in ad d itio n , the po s itive  feedback from a l l  o f these 

groups acts to re in force the control o f the Lago management over 

the population.

Thus, as shown in Figure 8, Lago ensured to i t s e l f ,  during 

the h lg h -tid e  o f re fin ery  and dock construction (from 1935-1950), 

a stable and co n tro llab le  work force , namely the West Indians. By 

holding the th rea t o f deportation over th is  group and by o ffe rin g  

(v ia  the foreign merchants) the goods and services that increased the 

West Indians' dependence and indebtedness, the management also re in ­

forced the dependence and cooperation o f the governmental s tructures, 

through its  tax contributions, the wages paid to island residents, 

the purchases made lo c a lly , and contributions to local organizations.

The demonstrable e ffic ie n c y  o f systems analysis lies  in its  

a p p lic a b ility  to s ingle fac to r o r m ultip le  fac to r in troduction , and 

to  past, present, and fu ture  variab les . For, given the systemic
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feedback o f h is to r ic a l and present-day s o c ia l, p o l i t ic a l ,  and eco­

nomic v ariab les , i t  should be possible to  demonstrate s p ec ific  pre­

d ic tab le  influences (and possible causal nexuses) fo r change aris ing  

out o f the manipulation (by various in te res t groups as w ell as by the 

exigencies o f ecological and " in te rn a l"  pressures) o f dependent 

v aria b les .

The app lication  o f th is  systemic methodology to the study o f 

newly autonomous Third World Societies w i l l  hopefully provide a 

fu n c tio n a lly  more e f f ic ie n t  mechanism fo r the understanding o f change 

and/or b arrie rs  to change in^underdeveloped nations.

To conclude, in the case o f Aruba, the h ierarch ica l ordering  

o f its  population segments can be seen as ( I )  temporal responses to 

economic and p o lit ic a l  pressures, (2) dynamic rather than s ta t ic ,  

and (3) dependent on external (and often c o n flic tin g ) m etropolitan  

i n terests .

C le a rly , fo r the past four decades the Aruban community has 

experienced higher wages, less endemic unemployment, and re la t iv e ly  

l i t t l e  severe poverty fo r its  members. Notwithstanding these eco­

nomic benefits  to  the national segment, the community has also ex­

perienced widespread and chronic d is s a tis fa c tio n — as evidenced by 

the tnexorable increase of alcoholism and the general reluctance to 

cope w ith the pressures of impending independence. These d is sa tis ­

fa c tio n s , aggravated by the people's dependence on the non-national 

segments, the major e x p lo ite r , Lago, and on the uncertain support o f 

outside national in te res t groups, re in force the people's b e lie f  that 

the independence th e ir  new leaders urge is il lu s o ry , i f  a ttra c t iv e .
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Could they break the chain of dependence i f  Indeed they were 

presented w ith "hop!. cos ta berdad"?

Mi no sa!
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