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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
The national bourgeoisie turns its back more and more on the
interior and on the real facts of its underdeveloped country,
and tends to look toward the former mother country and on the
foreign capitalists who count on Its obligingcompliance. (Fanon
1963: 165)

Since the 1960s, inquiry into the processes, structures,
stresses, and stagnation of dependent, underdeveloped soclieties has
increasingly commanded the attention of social scientists who seek to
understand the dynamics of stratification, change, and/or barriers to
change In emerging Third World socleties. Thls study addresses the
hierarchical ordering of the population segments of a formerly colo-
nlal society, Aruba, Netherlands Antilles; in terms of the factors
that led to the formation of its plural sectors, and the conditions
under which the population segments tend alternately to disperse into
the wider soclety, then coalesce into relatively unitary, stratified
groupings.

The speciflc and particularistic elements of Aruban social
organization, based on its own unique hlstdrlcal development, differen-
tiates it from other emerging Third World societies. Nevertheless,
significant simllarlties, arising out of necessary mutual adaptations
to colonlal and post-colonlal conditions, permit inclusion of this

analytic study In the wider framework of dependent, albelt auonomous

societies,
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For this reason, | employ the methodology of the present-day
i"dependency theorists'' (see, for example, Furtado 1971; Frank 1969;
and Fallers 1973) to organlze the relevant historical and structural
data and the political factors that underlie the hegemonic control of
the sectors of Aruban soclety. | shall then offer a sample ''factor
analysis'' to demonstrate how a ''systems flow'" technique can be utilized
to isolate the variables that are significant to the implementation
or Impedance of the mobllity of the sectors. This technique is, in
effect, a modification of the systemic approach Introduced by Easton
(1965): it offers a functionally efficient scheme for the analysis of
the variables thaf affect the ordering, maintenance, and relaxation
of group boundarles.

Notwi thstanding the special circumstances that attend the
origin and maintenance of the''structures of inequality' (Fallers 1973)
In Aruban society, | submit that the following hypotheses are appli-
cable to the neo-colonial condition:

1. Population segments of formerly pluralist colonfal socleties
tend to disperse, lose thelr segmentary ldentities, and become
part of the wider soclety during periods of relative economic
and political stability; but, concoml tantly with stress situa-
tions, they again redefine their boundaries and manifest the
characteristic features of ''plural segmentation."

2. Economic, political, and social stratification of these seg-
ments Is not necessartly ldentical or parallel but may, as

. In the case of Aruba, display differing and transitory hierar~
chical arrangements--indicating the dynamic and shifting nature

of the segments' ''access to power,' rather than the static
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rigidity Implied by conventional theoretical models of socletal
stratification.

3. imbalances of hierarchical positions may be viewed as dependent
variables in a larger, macro-perspective; for example, the rela-
tionship, including dependence, of Aruba, economically and poli-
tically
a. to the Lago 011 Refinery, owned and operated by the Exxon

Corporation, the major employer,
b. to the United States export market, in terms of Aruba's
severely unbalanced ratio of export to import,
c. (in conjunction with the other islands of the Netherlands
Antilles) to their erstwhile ''mother' Holland, In terms
of that country's continuing matching subsidies, contribu-
tions to the Island's educational and religlous Iinstitu-
tions, and signiflcant exports of food and other commodities
to this non-productive island,
d. to Curagao, legislative seat of the Federation of the
Netheriands Antilles, and
e. to Venezuela, In terms of her claim that, as her continental
shelf virtually abuts on Aruba's shores, the island should
be incorporated Into her national boundary.
The data to support these hypotheses were amassed in Aruba,
CUragao, and Caracas over the four~year period from 1969 to 1973.
In 1969, my fleldwork investigations focused upon the Identifi-
cation of group segments and inquiry into the relationships between these
segments. During my second period of fieldwork, iIn 1971, | became aware

of ‘the tightening of group boundaries in response to the increasingly

v
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antagonistic attitudes of the national (Aruban) segment. | revisited
former informants to assess their perceptions of the nature of this
antagonism. As | came to realize the extent of the influence of the
oll refinery operations on all of the segments of Aruban society, |
directed my thﬁrd period of fieldwork Interviews (in 1973) toward the
government offlicials in the Departments of Soclial and Economic Welfare,
and the management staff of the oll reflinery.

From the data it is apparent that the present hierarchical
s tatuses of the segments devolve less from the historical "accidents"
that transferred the desert island from the colonial influences of
Spaln to the benevolent neglect of Holland, than from the entry, In
1929, of the Lago 011 Refinery. For the '‘native' Aruban segment of
approximately 30,000 people (descended from an eighteenth century
intermix of Arawak Indians, Dutch and Sephardic Jewish settlers, and
African slaves) presently represents only half of the total island
population. The remaining half are the '"introduced" groups who arrived
in response to the recruitment call from the refinery, and to the con-
comitantly Increased demand for goods and services.

Three of these non-national segments, the West Indlans, the
Chinese, and the Eastern European Jews, will be discussed in detail.
| wish to demonstrate how prior historical influences acted upon the
national and non-national segments to shape the collective identities
that underly present inter-group antagonisms. Also, | will elaborate
upon those economic, political, and social factors that are relevant
to the instlitution of group boundedness.

For, although the West Indian immigrants were immediately ex-

cluded from social participation In Aruban society--because they were
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perceived by the ''native'' group to be successful competitors for the
economic offerings that the Arubans felt were ''naturally' theirs, the
Chinese and the Jews were initially welcomed, as non-competitors, into
the larger society. However, when the growing affluence of the non-
national merchant groups brought the ''foreigners' into conflict with
the middle-class Aruban entrepreneurs and the increasingly debt-ridden
workers, the resultant negative vibrations precipitated the withdrawal
of the Chinese and Jewish merchant groups into traditionally defined
plural entities.

This EHELLEEL development does not coincide with the classic
notion (see Furnival 1939) that plural societies originate with the
Introduction of a dominant (colonial) ruling.ellte. In fact, the
colonial period of Aruba's history is notable for the virtually negli-
gible demarcation of hierarchically ordered sectors; for, within a few
generations after the inception of colonization (by the Dutch West
India Company),the population consisted of the aforementioned ''mix."
in additlon, the inherent fragility of the ecological balance of the
desert island effectively limited its exploitative possibilities
beyond meager subsistence. Thus, except for the lsland Commander and
his family, Aruba supported a relatively classless society into the
twentieth century.

The presently fractionated population derives from the depend-
ence of its sectors on the Lago 011 and Transport Company (Exxon's
largest refinery in the Caribbean). Not only the economic well~being,
but the political and social affairs of the people are tied to the
policies and practices of the refinery management. Because the affillate

company is, in turn, dependent upon the direction of its parent
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corporation, Exxon, | will elaborate on the larger concerns of this
multicorporate giant to illuminate the signiflcance of Exxon policy
to the present and future concerns of this ''autonomous’ society.

A reallstic assessment of the dependence and underdevelopment
of this agriculturally non-productive region necessitates an Inquiry
into Aruba's alternative options for growth and Independence. As will
be seen, the options are not only minimal, but to date have received
1ittle support or encouragement from the major exploiter, Lago, or
from the Central Government in Curagao. Thus, the vulnerability of
the people, particularly in light of recent expansionist moves by the
Venezuelan government, presents a paradox to the growing nationalistic
sentiments of the natlve segment.

The overwhelming victory, in the 1973 elections, of the leaders
of a newly formed political party, Is directly traceable to the party's
s logan, ''Status Aparte.'' Although the Independence movement specifi-
cally addresses the separation of Aruba from Curagao (the Central
Government controller of Aruba's national budget), the present waves
of hostility extend to the non-national groups on the island, and are
perceived by the involved groups to threaten thelir continued residence
in Aruba.

tn the concluding section of this study, | shall identify (and
demonstrate, via a systems flow representation) the specific internal
and external (metropolitan) factors that are significant to the mobility
of the population segments. The value of such a dynamic model lies not
only in its efficlency as a tool for assessing the feedback of factors
relevant to the past and present structures of the society, but In Its

predictive potential. Given the past and present factors that operate
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to Impede the ''true'' development of the national economy, the introduc-
tion of alternative variables can ald in the assessment of these options
in terms of their predictable effects on the mini~structures within the
larger soclety.
The application of this kind of systemic methodology will hope-
fully provide a functionally efficient mechanism for the understanding

of change and/or barriers to change in the developing nations.



CHAPTER TWO

DEMOGRAPHY

Physical Environment

Aruba is a "low'" Island, part of the Netherlands Antilles
(Leeward) triad of Aruba, Bonaire, and Curagao. It is the smallest
of the "'ABC'" Islands, being only nineteen miles long and six miles
at its widest point, with a total area of approximately one hundred
twelve square miles. The primary axis of the island runs northeast-
southwest.

Aruba lies fifteen miles north of the Venezuelan peninsula
of Paraguafia,and the submarine shelves of both are so close that an
early landbridge may be assumed to have existed (Hummelinck l950).'
Although It Is sltuated only twelve degrees, twenty-four minutes north
of the equator, the constant trade winds which blow at an average
velocity of twenty knots keep the mean temperature at eighty-two
degrees (with minor fluctuations of approximately five degrees for
daily as well as seasonal temperatures). The mean humidity is
seventy-three percent but the strong winds diminish the discomfort of
the relatively high humidity. As Aruba lles outside of the hurricane
belt, the annual average rainfall is less than nineteen Inches. The
perlods of predictable ralnfall are confined to late fall and early
spring; thus, the dry, breezy, and sunny winter and summer seasons coin-

cide with the periods of heaviest tourist traffic. The pleasant climate

8
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and the virtual absence of flying Insects, attract an ever increasing
number of tourists each year, despite the barren desert landscape of
this "Isla inutile."

An unpublished and unsigned manuscript (thought to have been
written In 1947 by a Seroe Colorado minister for the inter-denominational
church in the residential enclave of the refinery) states that geological
s tudy has established that the Island is merely a continuation of the
mountaln range which runs north along the Paraguafan peninsula. He
also states that violent subterranean movements have 1ifted and sub-
merged the Island at several widely separated intervals of time. His
'assertion Is apparently based on such evidence as the clearly discern-
ible shorelines, at three different levels, along the north coast of
the Island. He also notes that, although the town of Santa Cruz lles
one mile inland, its surface ground is still covered with fossils of
sea animals and water-eroded tunnels and caves surround it.

Although the minister does not cite specific references for
these geological findings, he probably refers to the geo-morphological
survey conducted on Aruba in 1930, under the direction of the Geology
Department of the University of Utrecht. J. H. Westermann, leader of
the expedition, asserted that the volcanic activity which caused the
uplifting and folding of Aruba's older rock formations probably occurred
durlng the older Tertlary or early Mesozoic. These events would account
for the major dlabase and hornblende-schist outcroppings on the center
parts of this otherwise flat island; Jamanota (185 m.), Arikok (185 m.),

and Hoolberg (112m.)2 During this orogenesis, diorite batholiths
intruded into the older (Cretaceous) system, observable because of the

metamorphic nature of these formations. Massive boulders at Ayo,
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Casablri, and Felsenmeer, conslsting of smooth, rounded, and exfollated
diorite blocks, Westermann explains In terms of ‘'selective erosion.'
Later geological study (Hummelinck 1950), however, suggests that the
eroslon occurred under the sea and that the batholliths were pushed up
and resettled during a volcanic thrust.

Westermann does not provide an adequate explanation for the
three distinct shorelines--each of which is encrusted with an overlay
of limestone which lies '". . . unconformably on the older rock forma-
tions' (Westermann 1932:9).and which houses mollusk, coral and echine
fossils., Although he tentatively suggests that glacial influences may
have been responsible for one of the limestone terraces, more recent
geological analyses of similar phenomena in island and coastal reglons
throughout the Qorld provide a more loglcal hypothesis. The succes-
slons of limestone terrace levels can be explained in terms of their
relationship to the three major glacial melts that occurred between
the major lce Ages and resulted in significant changes in sea levels
even In areas as far removed from glacial activity as the islands of
the Caribbean,

The Island's coastal dunes are very ‘'young.!" They lie along
the east, northeast, north, and west coasts, and are fashioned both
by the tradewinds and by the hand-shaped inland bays and junctlonal
canals to the sea (such as at Drulf and Spanish Lagoon). The northeast
and east coast are steeply undercut (bocas) and are unsuitable for
transportation by sea and for general hablitation. The south and west
coasts are low and flat, containing the natural harbors, gentle lagoons,
and dense concentrations of industry, shipping operations, and habita-

tion. Parallel to the south coast are long, narrow shore-coral reefs.3
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In his study of the flora and fauna of the islands of the
Netherlands Antilles, Hummelinck (1950) notes that, as a result of the
prevalling rainfall conditions, the ''tropical dry-forest' vegatation
is xerophytic, currently dominated by deciduous and thorny shrubs and
cacti. A formerly prolific deciduous tree, ''Kwihi," Is now protected
by taw from further exploitation and export. The "divi-divi" (a
variety of 'bush-tree'') serves as directional sign throughout the
Island because the trade winds, constantly blowing from the north-
east, bend the branches so that they point directly southwest.

The land in many areas is denuded, and in general supports
only scanty vegetation. A few areas along the coasts contain some
beach vegetation (primarily ''sea-grape'), and, in the lagoon areas and
lining the man-made canals,are fairly abundant mangrove clusters.

"It is not impossible that, by altering the vegetation, the
human agency has noticeably changed the macro-climate' (Hummelinck
1950: 10). Hummelinck notes the common occurrence of extensive
weathered dripstone formation (and lack of significant active drip-

s tone) which indicates that the climate must have been considerably
less arid for some time after the emergence of the lower limestone
terraces. In addition, the arrival of man on the island, with accom-
panying destruction of formerly forested areas (''brazilwood"), culti-
vation of the land, and introduction of new plants and dmesticated
animals (especially cattle), has seriously reduced the local fauna and
flora (as well as possibly effecting the change in the macro-climate).
A sophisticated, Holland-educated, elghth generation native-born
Aruban, when questioned about the presence of thousands of free-

roaming goats on the island (not milked and, according to their owners,
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seldom slaughtered for their meat) replied wryly, ''They're very impor-
tant in speeding up the eroslon process.'

The indigenous fauna (that appear to have preceded the arrival
of man on the island) includes small cave-dwelling bats, iguanas,
ghekkos, lizards, hareé, fish, many varieties of crustacea, and a rare
species of 'white!' rattlesnake. The general similarity of the Inde-
genous flora and fauna of Aruba to that of the Paraguanan peninsula
of Venezuela Indicates, according to Hummelinck, either that a land-
bridge existed between the two localities, or that the shorelines were
once so close that faunal migrations and drifting of floral seeds could

have occurred.

Soclal Environment

The population of Aruba In 1972 (Statistische Mededelingen
Nederlands Antillen, July 1973) was 61,293 (compared to Curagao with
150,008 and Bonalre with 8,181). The ratio of births to deaths for
that same year, i.e., I,Zdl to 275, reflects a marked levelling off
from the rapid population Increase during the decades following the
establishment of the oll refinery. (The 1962 ratio was 1,787 to 215.)h

Approximately one-half of the total population are said to be
Aruban. No clear-cut statistical information is avallable with regard
to thls designation. The last published breakdown of population by
"nationality" (1966 Statische Jaarboek) lists figures for Antilleans
(origin Netherlands Antilles, which includes, In addition to Bonaire and
and Curagao, residents from the Windward Islands of Saba, St. Eustatius,
and St. Martin), but does not offer a separate listing for native-born

Arubans. The total number of Antilleans in 1966 was 44,918, but local
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I nformants estimate the total number of native-born Arubans to be less
than 30,000,

Although, for general purposes, the term Aruban includes any
persons born on the Island, my nationalistic informants make very clear
distinctions between the following categories of Aruban:

Arubiano: descendants of the ''Top Ten'' founding families (of pri-
marily Dutch,Sephardic, and Indian interbreeding),

Arubano: descendants of native-born parents whose ancestors came
to Aruba during the nlneteenth century from South America and
Europe,'

dl Aruba: native-born offspring of twentleth century immigrants.
ln light of the increasing nationalism of the ''native' segment

and the concomitant hostility toward those groups that settled in Aruba
since the third decade of the twentieth century, these distinctions
assume more significant dimensions. For this reason, my use of the
term Aruban throughout this paper refers only to the first two cate-
gories--as the native-born offspring of the twentieth century immil-
grants, notwithstanding their Dutch citizenship status, are considered
by the national segment to belong to the non-national affiliations of
their parents.

A partial list of "Other Nationalities'' enumerated in the 1960
census Includes:

Non-Anti1lean Netherlanders:

origin Holland 1,640

origin Surinam 1,215

origin elsewhere 2,314
North Americans 1,237
Venezuelans 632
British and French of

Caribbean origin 3,000

Others l ;95"
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Census flgures are further obfuscated by the omission of identi-
flcation of Eastern Jews (mainly merchants) and Chinese (mainly merchants
and restaurateurs,) two of tﬁe economically significant population seg-
ments investligated during my fieldwork study in 1969. Estimates (based
on Informants' statements, data on synagogue attendance, and attendance
at the Chinese Social Club) yleld approximate figures.of 120 for the
current Jewish population, and 300 for the Chinese.?

The present residential distribution of the population, although
there has been some relocation of members of island ethnic groups during
the past two decades, still largely reflects the early settlement pat-
terns of the immigrants. The first Dutch colonists and the Sephardic
immigrants from Curagao tended to cluster in the areas of Buena Vista,
Parkentenbosch, and Savaneta. Through intermarriage and Interbreeding
with the local Amerindians, members of this mixed population soon came
to constltute the ''Top Ten'' familles, the aforementioned Arubiano
soclal elite. Most of these families established ''town residencas' in
Orangestad (glgzg), the present capltal of Aruba, while retaining their
cunucu (rural countryside) plantations. As the population grew with the
introduction of Venezuelan, Colombian, and a few southern European Tmmi-
grants, these ''new'" families (some of whom intermarried with the earlier
colonists) clustered in the few relatively fertile inland areas of Noord
and Santa Cruz.

With the advent of the oil refinery Industry during the third
decade of the twentieth century, the phosphate-mining town of St.
Nicholas, which colncldentally was adjacent to the refinery complex,
became the residence of the ''imported' West Indians, the "Antilleans,"

and Chinese and Jewish merchants. As the Jewish merchants became more
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affluent, many moved to Oranjestad. European and North American refinery

personnel have, since the beginning of refinery operations, been housed
almost exclusively In the walled enclave of Seroe Colorado, at the

southeastern tip of the island.6

House Types: Residence Patterns

The typical cunucu house, still carefully maintained and occu-
pied by rural Arubans, Is a small, single-storied structure, supported
by thick (insulating) plaster walls, with a tlled (formerly thatched)
roof. Houses and yards are surrounded by stone or cactus fences (also
referred to as '‘cunucu'').

The tradition of annually painting the outside walls with
paste! or bright colors is popularly explained as a carry-over from
the dictates of an early Governor of Curagao, said to have suffered
from severe headaches aggravated by the glare from the houses which
were then all painted white. He Initiated a law which forbade the
use of white paint on any house within his purview,

A unique form of decoration known as Kas Floria, superimposed
on the outside corners and just below the functure of walls and roof,
is apparently a modification of the ''curtain motif'" introduced into
Curagao in the mid-nineteenth century. The decorative motifs, erro~
neously called '"hex signs'' in tourist brochures, fall into three main
categories: 'Natural' (plants and animals), religlous (abstract depic-
tions of Arawak Sun God and Catholic figures and symbols), and nautical
emblems (anchor).

The few remaining plantation homes reflect both Spanish and

Dutch influence In design, but they are neither as elaborate nor as
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grandiose as their counterparts on Caribbean ''plantation-economy'
islands.

The town of Oranjestad, viewed from the harbor or from the air,
presents a panorama of gleamingly ''Dutch-white' government structures
and churches. The white walls and orange-tiled roofs Invariably elicit
from ""States'' tourists a '"Howard Johnson City' encomium!

St. Nicholas (also Sint Nicolaas), on the other hand, still
accords with the 1943 description by Philip Hiss, as

. . . frontier-American. The town is a hodgepodge of dirt streets,
wooden shacks, Chinese restaurants, saloons, and a few shops that
would not be out of place in Paris or London. It sprawls In dis-
orderly fashion up to the very gates of the refinery, which forms
a dramatic background . . . and extends to the west along the
coast road toward the Savaneta military camp . . . (Hiss 1943: 9)

Rural towns like Santa Cruz and Noor retain an isolated,

""small village' ambience. Goats, boars, and chickens roam undisturbed
through the streets and courtyards; housewives continue to hang their
wash on the cactus fences (reminiscent of the old-fashioned nail-
studded box frames that were used in the States as ‘''curtain-stretchers").

Traditional cunucu and even town houses were formerly constructed
to face directly Into the trade-wind, thus obviating the need for sup-
plementary alr-cooling devices. Now, however, the Arubans who continue
to build their own homes, while they retain the style and construction
of their forebears' dwellings, face their houses directly onto the street,
so that they are airless and hot, unless they are equipped with "airco,"

an item of conspicuous consumption that confers status but is inordinately

expensive to maintain as well as to install,
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Language
Although the Spanish language for the first century and a half

of colonization gradually superseded (Calqueto) Arawak, since 1634 Dutch
has been the official language of Aruba and has persisted in the pre-
sently Aruban-zontrolled administrative and legislative spheres.
Paplamentu (which manifests a composite lexicon of Spanish, Portuguese,
Dutch, English, and Amerindian) has, however, begun to pervade ‘'office
talk,' economic and social interactions.’

One of the causes of friction between the Aruban employees of
the Lago 0i1 Refinery and the office and management staff was the deci-
slon (prompted by the Arubiano elite) that Papiamentu was unsuitable
as a Lago '"lingua franca' because It lacked a technical vocabulary
(Hartog 1961). The consequent ''language difficulty' provided a con-
venient excuse for the Company to ''Import'' English-speaking West
Indlans. However, now that the majority of the West Indian workers
are back In their home islands and Arubans agaln occupy most of the
positions on thsnon-managerial level, Papiamentu is the recognized
“"plant'" language while English remains the '"official' language.

Arubans who have received a ''Dutch' public school education
are multi-lingual: the Dutch language Is introduced to first grade
children, quickly displacing the "home language,' be it Papliamentu,
English, or Spanish. The last two named languages are then reintro-
duced in formal Instruction from the fifth through the twelfth grades.

Although grammar school graduates (as well as less educated
Arubans) generally possess little literacy in these superficially
taught "'secondary" languages, most display remarkable verbal fluency

in them. Thelr constant exposure to these languages through tourism,
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visits to coastal South America, and employment by Lago and tourist-

oriented shops provides the motivation for this fluency.

The translation of the New Testament into Paplamentu in 1916

indicates that the church, If not the literati or the Lago administra-

tion, has acknowledged the supremacy of the native vernacular. An

excerpt from the 1{turgy demonstrates that, If Papliamentu lacks a tech-

nical vocabulary, It can nevertheless adequately express emotional and

spiritual content and values:

the

and

Te laat den anochi, Marla

To zoya su Ninjo Kerl

A canta ya mil melodia .

Pa cera su wowo chicki. (Liturgia: 36)

(Until late Into the night, Mary
You rock your beloved child
Singing a thousand melodies
To close your little one's eyes.)

Religion

Roman Cathollicism remains the dominant religious affiliation of
Island's population, despite three centuries of Dutch occupation

administration.

The roots of Catholicism go very deep In the Leeward Islands,
for they were planted by the Spaniards more than a century before
the Dutch conquest of the Islands, and since 1705 Catholic mis~
s lonarles of varlious nations . . . have been continually at work.
They were the more successful because many Protestant landholders,
wishing to emphasize the distinction between themselves and thelr
slaves (In the case of Aruba, subservient Indians) had (those)
children christened as Catholics, and neither at this time nor
subsequently did the Protestant Church make any effort to promote
thelr faith. The result has been that about seventy-five percent
of the population is today Catholic. (Hiss 1943: 158)

The most recently published enumeration of Island religlious affi-

1lation reads:
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Roman Catholic 80%
Other religions 19
of which Protestant 8
Methodist 2
Anglican 6
No religion 2 (Statlsche Jaarboek 1971: 40)

Presumably subsumed under the heading ''Other religions'' and
not included in the Protestant subdivisions are the Eastern Jews and
the Chinese Buddhist segments.

Cathollic iInfluence In island schools Is even greater than the
actual number of Catholics in the islands would Indicate, demonstrated
by the fact that,in 1938, fully ninety percent of the school children
attended Catholic schools (which provide a '"Dutch" secular education
in addition to religious instruction). By 1958, two Protestant schools
were established, one in Oran]estad, the other in St. Nicholas. A
third school, built In the Seroe Colorado ''colony,'' provides a ''state-
side" education (with curriculum and teachers from the United States)
for the Lago expatriate children of management and professional per-

sonnel.

Government--Political Structure

Under the terms of a Charter introduced by Queen Juliana in
1954, Aruba as part of the Netherlands Antilles was granted the status
of co-equal 'partner'’ with the Netherlands and Surinam, although Holland
retained the ''duty and privilege" of providing for Island defense and of
making policy decisions In foreign affairs.

The preservation of fundamental human rights, freedoms, and the
principles of Justice are also Kingdom Affairs, and the high ranking
Judges are appointed by the Crown to Insure the independence of the
Judiclary. The highest authority in Kingdom Affalrs, Her Majesty
Queen Juliana of the Netherlands, is represented In the Antilles by

a Governor appo!gted by her. (0fficial publication, Dept. of Economic
Affairs 1972: 7)
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The Internal affalrs of the Antilles are administered by the
Central Governmenf(seated in 0ura§ao) which is composed of a Council
of Ministers and a parliament of twenty-two members (Staten) elected
every four years. Aruban island politicians since the 1940s have been
directing their energies toward gaining greater recognition and more

seats for Aruba In the central governing body.9

Indeed, the rallying
point of the 1973 Central Government elections in Aruba leading to the
upset victory by the Movimiento Electoral di Puebla party was ''Status
Aparte''--more specifically, ''Separation from Curagao.” This cry echoed
the expressions of hostility and frustration of significant sections of
the Aruban populace for many decades.

Each of the ABC islands maintains its own Island Council
(elected every four years, the election date generally occurring one
year after the Central Governmené election, unless ''special' elections
are called). At any time the authority and responsibilities of the
I sland Council depend on the fluctuating pollicies of the Central Govern-
ment concerning decentralization. Generally, judicial and police acti-
vities, communications, imposition of taxes, soclal security, public
health, education, economic controls, establishment of economic enter-
prises, labor conditions and legislation, money and banking and foreign
currency are under the control of the Central Government. Matters per-
taining to water and electricity supply, local labor policies, the run-
ning of schools, and the area of local housing are relegated to Island
Council, The Central Government retains the right to annul any Island
decision that Is considered to come into conflict with the ‘'public in-

terest," as this Is defined by the Central Government.
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Economy

The present state of the Aruban economy (more detailed informa-
tion on Aruban economic development will be presented in the section,
'‘Historical Background and Economic 'Development'!) is closely tied to
the Lago 0il and Transport Company, Ltd. In 1973 its refinery was pro-
ducing over 500,000 barréls of refined oil daily (mostly from Lake
Maracaibo ''crude," but over the past few years the refinery has also
been processing crude oil from the Middle Eastern oll fields in which
Exxon has substantial holdings). Lago Is reputed to be the island's
largest taxpayer: the only available statistical evidence to support

this statement Is found in the 1966 Statische Yaarboek which glves

the following figures under the heading of ''Direct contribution of
oll refinertes to the national product':

(amounts are in millions of florins, approximately 1.79
Netherlands Antilles florins to $1.00)

1960 1963 1964 1965

Compensation of employees 106 85 80 72
Taxes 12 12 12 12
Local purchases, contractors,
pllot services, etc. 26 19 16 _16
L1} TT6+* 108 00
(*erroneously totalled in Yearbook
as 166
Total as a percentage of
net national product 33 27 26 24

The decreasing ”contrlbptlon” of Lago over the above period Is
attributable to Its drastic cutBack in personnel following the com-
pletion of the '‘automation of refinery operations.' In addition, the
flxed 12 million florins tax assessment Is based on Lago's annual pro-

ductlion of 500,000 barrels of refined oil. Thus the Central Government
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does not benefit from the significant Increase in profits to the parent
company from the sharp rise in the price of refined oil and the diminu-
tion of costs to the refinery occasioned by the cutback in required per-
sonnel and concomitant ''local purchases.'

Although the tourist hotels are an Increasing source of employ-
ment for Aruba's pool of unskilled labor, there has been as yet no re-
turn from tourism to the Central Governmeat in thaform of taxes. By a
Central Government ordinance of 1956, exemption from corporate profits
tax and personal income taxes for ten to twelve years was granted to

1. Enterprises which may be expected to broaden the Antillean
economlic base. . . . The enterprise must create additlonal

employment for at least ten Antillean laborers. . . .

2, Enterprises for the exploltation of a hotel and directed
towards the promotion of tourism. . .

The tax holidayalso applled to Real Estate tax and to Occupancy
tax. Such enterprises are also exempt from import duties on
materials and goods used in construction of the premises for the
enterprise and from duties on the initial equipment.

A ten year Import duty exemption may also be obtalned on raw
materials and semi-finished products used in the production pro-
cess. (Dept. of Economic Affairs 1972: 29).

Income, therefore, from the soaring tourism of the past flve years has
largely continued to flow back to the corporate hotel-chain syndicates
of the United States, because all of the major hotels (save one which
is owned by the Island merchant and government elite) have been built
sInce 1968 and are thus still exempt from taxation. The largest Island
groups to profit from tourlismare the storekeepers and restaurateurs.
(primarlly Eastern Jews and Chinese). The Income and tax assessment of
these people, however, is not represented In government publications.

Although the reported net natlonal Income per capita in 1967 was

$1,020, which 1s very high by Caribbean standards, the need to import
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almost all goods for domestic consumption and production promotes a
cost-of-1lving Index that Is Inordinately high by any standards. More-
over, automation of the Lago refinery operations, begun In 1957, re-
sulted In serfous unemployment, which, although alleviated perlodically
by Lago's expanslon activities and more recently by Increased opportu-
nities for domestic employment in the major hotels, presages serious
problems for Aruba's future economy.

Plans sporadically presented by government economists and by
private citizens to expand and diversify the economy have met with
very limited success. Small manufacturing enterprises are not able to
compete successfully in the labor market with the large expatriate-
controlled corporations because, for example, Lago offers a slightly
higher than minimum wage and an "'attractlve benefits package.'" As
the Central Government does not provide unemployment compensation to
1ts citizens, Lago remains the most successful bidder for semi-skilled
labor. Attempts by the Central Government to 'keep domestic costs of
production to a minimum" and to ''stabilize' profits, while directed at
maintaining local industries in a competitive position in the world
economy, have In fact stifled these local Industries, which are depen-

dent on the outside market for all their materlals.lo

Diet
The dietary staple for natlve consumption has for centuries

been maize, formerly locally produced maishi grandi or Sorghum vulgare,

but now harinja heel y blancu (or yellow and white cornmeal imported

primarlly from the United States.
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Sorghum vulgare Is a cereal typically adapted to warm regions

where rainfall Is low. Last century when tillage in Aruba was

superior to what It is today, It was a traditional procedure to

plant two plots with this crop: one a clay soil, ‘the other a

sandy soll. This ensured a 'double chance'' at harvest-time. |f

the yield on the clay soll was not up to expectation due to

heavy rains, the deficit was compensated by a good crop on the

sandy soll and vice versa. (Steenmeijer 1957: 39)

The most important and traditional malze-based Aruban dishes
are:

funéhl: boiled cornmeal, molded into 'pudding' and cut into
slices, eaten with soup or fish,

pambati: malze meal cakes, used as bread for sandwiches,

arepa: combined malze and wheat flour mixed with egg and salt,
shaped Into round patties, eaten with fish and meat; and

ketjapa: ground maishl grandi, baked on a charcoal fire, resembling

a Mexican tortilla, still prepared by cunucu women.

These or varietles of wheat bread, such as pan awa, pan leche, or pan

dushi (sweet), are eaten with soup or meat stews as lunch or dinner and
form the basic menu.
Imported rice (polished) appears several times a week as accom-
paniment to meat, fish, and maize meals.
Like rice, oats too, are eaten by almost every family. . . . It s

Interesting to note that the Papiamentu word for oats is ''kwaker',
based on the well-known brand name !'Quaker Oats'. (Steenmeljer

1957: 46)

Preferred vegetables, including whlte potatoes (Qggggg), sweet
potatoes (batata dushl), tomatoes, beans, and other garden greens, are
also Imported. Local subsistence farmers seldom produce a surplus of
vegetables for sale, although local Chinese-operated farms that are

"{rrigated' sell to small markets and Chinese retail stores.
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Imported ''banana' (plantain), fried when overripe and liberally
sprinkled with sugar, Is served as embellishment for almost every meal;
i mpcrted oranges, apples, and tinned juices, although expensive, appear
frequently on the Aruban table. Locally cultivated watermelons, mangoes,
avocados, and limes are common desert dishes.

Mt lk--powdered, frozen, and tinned--1s imported, as are cheeses.
Eggs, from locally raised chickens, are used more for baking bread,
pudding, and cakes than for eating as breakfast food.

Cattle, goats, pigs, and sheep are imported from South America
via Holland, because of her control over large-scale purchases--thus
making the price of meat considerably higher than it would be if Im-
ported directly. Local goats are (reported to be) slaughtered only
when imported supplies are low. Local chickens, fried or boiled In

soup, and eaten with funchl or pambati, provide the traditional Sunday

dinner.

Locally caught fish are once agaln coming to constitute an
I mportant protein alternative to the meat that is priced out of reach
for frequent consumption. (I observed, during the summer of 1973, that
meat consumption was down to once a week for most of the St. Nicholas
residents.) Picuda (barracuda), pargo (red snapper), and djampo
(grouper) are marketed at harbors and inlets, where housewlves wait
patiently each day until sunset when the outboard moter-boats come
in with thelr catch. ('"Market-price' of fish during the summer of 1973
was 3 fls. per kilo, regardless of variety.)

Water, once the most treasured commodity on thls raln-parched
Island, is now available even In remote cunucu areas. A seawater dis-

tillation plant built In the 1930s (primarily to satisfy the needs of
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the oll reflneries, the major consumer) processes over 25,000 tons of
pure drinking water per day. The distllled water Is so pure and flat
that minerals have been added to it to give it taste. Brackish water
(from the inland canals)and sea water are pumped to houses and commer-
cial plants for non-drinking purposes.

Notwi thstanding the easy availability of water, alcoholic
beverages continue to be the preferred drink for the Aruban men. They
consume beer, rum, and whiskey In such quantity that Aruba was reported
In the 1969 Journal on Alcoholism to be in the sixth percentile of

alcohol consumption per capita among the nations of the world.
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NOTES

Venezuelans explain that present overt and covert efforts at
establishing closer (indeed dependency) relationships with Aruba are
based on a natural affinity, arising not only out of mutually shared
cultural similarities, but also from the '"fact'" that Venezuela's con-
tinental shelf extends into Aruba's coastal waters, so that In essence
they are conjoined.

2The unique composition of the Hoolberg rock formation has led
to its being named Hooibergite.

3These reefs have been broached and sections removed in the
harbor areas of Oranjestad, Barcaders, and St. Nicholas to permit the
entry of large sea~going tankers and luxury ships. The effects of
this disruption of sea and land have not as yet been investigated.

hThe significance of Lago involvement to the declining birth
rate will be discussed in the section on the ''"Power Elite."

5A more detalled but (in terms of specific national origin).
hardly more enlightening enumeration was compiled for me by the Chief
of the Reglistry Bureau in 1969:

Argentina - 12 Jordan 1
Belgium 2 Lebanon 18
Brazil 5 Malaya 6
Canada 49 The Netherlands 54,312
Chile 2 Norway 4
China 307 Austria 2
Colombia 239 Panama 9
Costa Rica 1 Paraguay |
Cuba 17 Peru 3
Denmark 6 Portugal 270
Dominican Republic 289 San Salvador 1
Germany 18 Spaln 18
France 180 Trinidad 7
Greece 6 Turkey 1
Great Britain 2,001 Uruguay 3
Haitl 105 Venezuela 826
Ireland 3 U.S.A. 542
Indla 4 Switzerland H
I ndonesla 2 Without

| srael 5 nationality 111
ltaly 8

Jamalca 1 Total 59,408
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The figure for China does not indicate whether the Individuals
migrated directly from Asla or re-emigrated from South America--which,
In fact, Is the case for almost half of:the Chinese In Aruba.

The numbers for France include Guadeloupe and Martinique.

The numbers for Great Britain Include the British West Indles.
(The one Jamalcan and the 7 Trinidadlans should then have been Included
in the larger category.)

The ''Netherlands' figure obviously Includes a veritable pot~
pourri of Windward Islanders, Leeward Islanders, Surinamers as well
as Holland Dutch.

6I was informed, during my first interview with Lago managers,
that the Seroe Colorado ''colony'' was Integrated as of 1973. When ques-
tioned as to who was now encouraged to buy or bulld in the colony,
""Integration' was explained as referring only to Aruban engineers and
management level staff.

7I was surprised to discover, pinned to the Inside door of an
office in the Department of Economic Affairs in Curagao, the following
hand-written sign:

""Ltokual ta pasa majoria parti di hende

no ta pasombra nan sa mucho poco cos pero

pasombra nan sa mucho hopl cos no ta berdad."
("What is happening to the majority of the people
Is not because they know too little but because
they know too many things that are not true.')

8Thls "'catch-all'' paragraph has provided the 'legitimacy' for
Holland's continuing involvement In island economy and politics.

9Aruba holds 8 seats, Curagao 12 in the Staten, a condition
that Is most unsatisfactory to Aruban nationals. |t becomes a focal
point of acrimony during each Central Government election. Arubans
insist that thelr annual contribution to the Central Government (based
on national income, oil refinery taxes, etc.) is larger than that of
Curagao, and for this reason Aruba should have equal representation
desplite the disparity In population.

loAttempts by local planners, architects, and soclologists to
conduct feasibility studies and surveys of urban (ghetto) housing In
St. Nicholas, or to introduce plans for housing projects and economic
development, are often ''encouraged' with small grants. Final reports,
analyses, and urban renewal plans are accepted, printed, and then
shelved indefinitely. (Access to these reports can be obtained only
through '"oblique'' methods.)



CHAPTER THREE
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND ECONOMIC ‘'DEVELOPMENT'!

Former Chief Librartan and sole published historian of Aruba,
Johan Hartog, believes that Aruba, unlike many of the Caribbean Islands,
was never Inhablted by the Carib Indians. He quotes from reports of
Van Heekeren, a Dutch "Indianologist' who traced the migration patterns
of Carlb and Arawak Indians northward from the Amazon basin of Brazil,
Van Heekeren asserts that the earliest inhabitants of Aruba were
Calqueto and Jirajara Arawaks.

An archaeological dig conducted by Hunter College in 1968
uncovered ceramic shards that closely resemble those of the Dabajuro
complex of the Maracaibo reglon of the Eastern Venezuelan coast.
Carbon-14 dating places the finds in the 1000-1500 A,D. period of the
Neo-Indian epoch as defined by Rouse and Cruxent for Venezuela.

Van Heekeren (1960) determined, from artifacts found in several
areas of the island, that two separate Amerindian migrations formed the
aboriginal population. The first group was the Ciboney, ' . . . marginal,
non-ceramic coastal fishermen . . . who practiced cave burials and , . .
used sling-stones, stone balls and shell gouges'" (Van Heekeren 1960: 115).
Rock palntlings, still clearly Imprinted In cave areas in Santa Cruz and
the southeastern tip of the island, show close links to art forms of the
Venezuelan Clboney. The second group, the Arawak Calquetos, left pre-
historic evidence of their skill as farmer-merchants. Their decorated

29
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pottery displays anthropomorphic flat and inclsed designs. These
Calquetos practiced urn burlal.l

In 1499 Alonso de 0jéda, a Spanish explorer and commanding
officer of one of the caravels that sailed in the second expedition of
Christopher Columbus, named Aruba, Bonaire, and Curagao las Islas
Adjacentes a la Costa Firme.'" Later the islands were popularly, if
somewhat Inaccurately, known as ''Las Islas lnutiles.”” In 1501 Thelr Cath-
olic Majesties of Spain, Ferdinand and Isabella, appointed 0jeda
governor of ""1a isla de Caquivacoa'' (Cape Chicwacoa on the peninsula
of Goajira). The royal decree also granted to Ojéda the district of
Coro which included the three Islands, in flef.

In 1513 the Spanish Viceroy of Espafiola, Diego Colon, com-
missioned Captain Dlego Salazar to transport Indians to his planta-
tion In Santo Domingo to provide free labor. Salazar directed the
capture and removal of over two thousand ‘'red slaves'' from the three
i slands--how many of these were native to Aruba Is not recorded,

With the royal appointment of Juan de Ampues, as.''factor'
and 'principal officer'" of Santo Domingo in 1515, Their Catholic
Majesties issued a decree prohibiting further molestation and enslave-
ment of Arawak Indians. This decree was soon followed by the decision
(made by Ampues and approved by the 'audiencia,' the Espafiola court of
Jurisdiction) to return the Indlans to their almost depopulated islands.
Apparently the decision stemmed from a belief that the Antillean Arawaks
were more llkely converts to Catholicism than were the Caribs who in-
habited many of the Islands under Spanish rule. King Charles V included
in his letter of assent a proviso that the returned Indians were no

longer to be considered slaves. They were not to be ill-treated and
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were henceforth to be called "freemen."? The three islands were subse-
quently repopulated although, according to Hartog (1961), not necessarily
by their oiiginal inhabitants.

At about this time, Ampues, self-styled ''Lord of the Islands,"
left his sugar plantation in Santo Domingo (manned by abducted Indians)
and brought some of hls European cattle and horses to the virtually
abandoned island of Aruba (also written in early records as Orua, Oruba,
Ouruba, Ruba, Curua, and Arouba).3 He also arranged for the transporta-
tion of goats, sheep, dogs, donkeys, and pigs to the relatively barren
island, which soon took on the aspect of a ''Spanish rancho'' (Hartog 1961:
33). Cattle and horses were set free to roam the island.

Brazilwood (Haematoxylon Brasiletto Karst), one of the Island's
principal resources during the early period of colonization, had’ﬁeen
cut and transported by the crews of passing sailing vessels throughout
the fifteenth and iInto the sixteenth century. By the seventeenth cen-
tury a monopoly granted by the Spanish government initiated the export
of consliderable quantities of brazilwood to Amsterdam. There it was
ground to a powder and used In the preparation of a red dye. ''The
grinding was done by the crews of homebound ships, or in Amsterdam,
by prisoners' (Hartog 1961: 30).

The condition imposed on Ampues to convert the Indians to
Christlanity was apparently not fulfilled with much zeal. Early records
Indicate that nelther reslident prlests nor Island churches were estab-
lished in Aruba during Spanish occupation. Nevertheless ''. . . It seems
safe to say that on the coming of the Dutch a large percentage of the
then Aruban population was Catholic and received regular visits by

priests from the opposite coast (Paraguanha)' (Hartog 1961: 39).
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The Dutch West India Company, which was constlituted in 1621 and
was Initlally more interested in conquest and buccaneering than in the
peaceful pursult of trade, captured Curagao wl thout opposition from
Spain (Hiss 1943: 55). Although the Dutch immediately occupied
Curagao and Bonalre, they showed no interest in the settlement of
Aruba untl) 1625. Nevertheless, from the inception of the Dutch con-
quest, the Spanish began to evacuate Aruba, taking ''their' Indians with
them. Thus, by the time the Dutch took possession of the Island, it
held fewer than two hundred iIndian inhabitants.
The Dutch government vested administration of the colonles in
the Dutch West Indies Company. By the terms of its charter,
. « . the West Indian Company was granted virtually all the rights
of sovereignty--the right to declare war, to acquire possessions
and to make treaties; and the territory embraced by the charter
gave the company control of the slave trade... . . The Company
was further granted freedom of imports and exports. (Hiss 1943: 56)
The decision of the Dutch West Indla Company to make Aruba a
center of horse-breeding, Curagao an agricultural producer, and Bonaire
a source of salt and maize, initiated the extensive slave trade In
Curagao (which soon became the major slave-trading center for the Carib-
bean).h Since the Company was satisfled with Indian '‘vaqueros,' as the
horse-breeding project expanded, Indians were'brought in from other
Islands. Thus the relatively small number of African slaves in Aruba
(bought as ‘'domestics'' by the mid-elghteenth century settlers) apparently
made no signiflcant contribution to the Aruban gene pool. The reverse
Is true for Curagao and Bonalre.?
Although the Company declared that the relocated Indians were

not to be regarded as slaves and were to be treated as subject to the

same laws as the resident Dutch administraters, early reports on the
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conditlions of these Indians describe them as ''utterly destitute drudges.'
One account tells of an early Commander ''. . . who was so cruel as to
force the Indlans to carry cactuses, in the manner of guns, on their
naked shoulders" (Hartog 1961: 51).

Instructions from the Company in 1636 directed the administra-
tors to ''free' the Indians from '‘barbaric practices,' to educate Indian
children to Christian conversion, and to give them preparatory training
for '"useful' occupations, particularly farming. However, a lawsuit re-
corded in 1804 discloses that, although Indians were allowed to raise
goats (for local .consumption), they were not permitted to own donkeys,
horses, or cattle, for these were exportable commodities.

The Company did not permit other 'white men' to settle In Aruba
prior to 1754, In that year Moses Levy Maduro, grandson of the Moses
Maduro who had migrated to Curagao from Amsterdam late in the seven-
teenth century, became Aruba's first ''colonist.! The Company granted
him (as a '"Concession'') a parcel of land on the south side of the island
"for the pursult of agricultural endeavor only." The Company demanded
that he swear the following oath:

That, arriving on Aruba, you will behave as a loyal resident, obey-
ing the Commander In everything, and assisting with the other
Inhabitants (?) in executing the Company's work, and that you will
help to clean the wells; that you will in no manner engage In any
commercial transactlon on said island and will not sell anything to
any person whatsoever nor purchase anything from strangers, and that,
if anything of the kind should happen done by others you will Imme-
diately warn the Commander. . . . that the land granted to you will
be cultivated by yourself and that you will not allow it to fall
Into other's hands, or give it to others to sell it; but that you
will allow your descendants to live on it, to cultivate it, and to
enjoy its proceeds subject to the same condition. . . . and that

the land on the extinction of you and your descendants wilg again
revert to the Honourable Company. . . ." (Hartog 1961: 70)
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From 1768 to 1772 Commander Gilles Poppe issued several 1lcenses
to private persons (primarily Sephardic Jews from Curagao) for settlement
on the Island. Although for a brief period thereafter no further requests
for settlement were recefved, in 1780 licensing was resumed and, according
to Hartog (1961: 72) all old Aruban '"Top Ten' families (the present soclal
elite) ca;vbe traced back to the half-century following the issuance of

these IIcenses.7

For the next century Dutch, English, Portuguese, and a few
| taltan and French families arrived to settle in Aruba. The first
settlements were In Buena Vista, Parkentenbosch, Santa Maria, and
Dalmar! (which are now among the most sparsely populated areas).8
During these years plantations appeared In the settlement areas but,
because the land was not suitable for any continuing large-scale culti-
vation of crops, the ralsing of sheep and goats soon became the primary
economic activity. Eventually villages grew up around these plantations.
With the growth of the harbor town of Oranjestad, many of the estab-
| ished plantation owners moved to the town, although most also retained
thelr ''garden-houses" (cunucu) in the countryside. The eighteenth
and early nineteenth century surnames of Maduro, Henriquez, and Croes
continue to proliferate throughout the island, as evidenced not only by
the lists in the local telephone book, but on the ballot sheets for
island and Central Government elections.’
Although England briefly took possession of the ABC islands in
1800, the Treaty of Amiens restored control of the colonies to Holland
by 1802, Again in 1805 the British, and In 1806 the Spanish, occupied
Aruba for short periods. In 1816 the newly created Kingdom of the

Netherlands formally ''recognized" the colony of Aruba and appointed
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Commander Boye to be the ''Chief of the Island.' He was second in command
to the Governor General of Curagao (who was also a Crown appolntee).
Henceforth the ABC Islands were no longer under the aegis of the Dutch
West India Company but were directly supervised by the Netherlands cen-
tral government.

In 1848 the constitutional reform of the Netherlands parliament
provided for the recognition of Antilleans as Dutch citizens. A
"eolonial council' was constituted in Curagao, consisting of an execu-
tive section of five members (government council) and a legislative
section of eight members, all initially appointed directly by the
"Crown." It soon became the practice for the governor (as Crown repre-
sentative) to appoint council members from the social and economic
elite. Although an Aruban was occasionally appointed to this Council,
actually such appointment was very rare, being generally restricted to
those Arubans who were resident in Curagao.

Administration of island affairs was vested in the office of
Lieutenant Governor (replacing the position of Commander) appolnted
by the ''Crown.'"" The Lieutenant Governor was to adhere to the instruc-
tions and orders of the Governor who, pending the decision of the
“¢rown,'" had

. + . a right of suspension, to be exercised only on cogent

grounds . . . /Ehd upon whom, by 19207'hls appointment devolved. . .
Al persons on Aruba were bound to honour and obey him, and all
officials stood under him. . . .

The lieutenant-governor was responsible for the maintenance of
internal peace, order and safety, and was to be on his guard against
aggression from outside. For these duties he was in command of
the armed forces /not7'present on the Island, and of the police
and the militia. . . . (Hartog 1961: 131)

The Lieutenant Governor was assisted by two councillors: the

"District' Council' supplied him with information and advice. They
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were empowered to present petitions . to the King, the States-General
of the Netherlands, the Curagao governor, and the Colonlal Council.
The DIstrict Council was also responsible for the maintenance and con-
struction of roads, bridges, and harbors. They superintended 'poor
relief' and enacted regulations concerning education, ''public morality,"
and health. ''The councillors were elected for a four years' term by
those of the inhabltants who had the franchise' (Hartog 1961: l3l).‘°

Aruba obtained two permanent seats in the Antillean representa-
tive body (§£gggg) in recognition of her increased importance as a con-
sequence of the establishment of the oil industry on the island in the
late 1920s.

Shortly after the end of World War || Aruba mad a strong bid
for autonomy. Up to this time Aruba's political strength (or leverage)
was vitiated by her unequal representation in the Central leglisiature--
certainly it did not correspond to the large financial contribution
made by Aruba for the general welfare of the islands. Politically
active Arubans saw themselves as impotent in the present governmental
system and they argued that '‘the only way to accomplish anything lﬁhﬁ?

« + « to sound the trumpet of sedition whenever possible' (Hartog 1961:
k16),

(n 1946 a group of the local legislature traveled to the Nether-
lands to petition the Queen for ''decentralization' as the necessary pre-
1Iminary step toward achleving autonomy. The Round Table Conference
(consisting of representatives from Holland, Surinam, and Curagao),held
at the Hague in 1948, considered the requests made by Aruba and decided
to establish a committee to study the feasibillty of granting thils re-

quest. However, until 1951, the granting of extended suffrage to all
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""nationallized" Aruban adult males and females, and a guarantee of eight
Aruban representatives to the Staten, were the only positive changes in
the political situation. A provisional constitution, promulgated in
1951, increased the size of the Antillean legislative council, and,
more Important for Aruba, authorized the institution of individual
Island Councils,whose functions include control over local administra-
tive, police, and economic matters.

A concomitant change took place in electlion procedures. Par-
ties, rather than "independents,' introduced nominatlions for election
to local and Central Government positlons.

Zﬁbnnx7'Eman, who had climbed the breach in the Legislature to

i ncrease the number of Aruban representatives, consistently set
to work to ensure to the Arubans a majority in the Aruban Island
Council, Considering the activity and the growing number of non-
Aruban electors (who migrated to Aruba in the 1930s to supplement
the Lago working force) it was by no means inconceivable that at

a given moment the members born on the island would form a minor-
ity. . . . An additional difficulty appeared to be a close defini-
tion of who exactly can call himself Aruban.

By Eman and his followers the matter was put thus: a person,
who though he has been 1iving here all his life and is devoted
heart and soul to the lsland, cannot become an Aruban unless he
has been born here. But any person born outside of Aruba whose
parents count as Arubans will be recognized as a native th? moment
he decides to put foot ashore on Aruba. (Hartog 1961: 425) !

On December 15, 1954, the Netherlands Antilles (consisting of

the Leeward islands of Arubo, Bonalre, and Curacao, and the Windward
I slands of Saba, St. Eustatius, and St. Martin) were granted complete
autonomy (except in foreign policy and defense decisions) and Aruba,
along with the other units of the Netherlands Antilles and Surinam,
became a 'partner'' in the United Kingdom of the Netherlands.

The fact that the seat of the government for the Netherlands
Antilles remains based In Curagao, home of the Governor who presides in

the name of the Queen of Holland, is a growing irritant to the emerging
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nationalism of the people of Aruba. Aithough Arubans often express
anti-Dutch and anti-American opinions, these are not as emotionally
charged as are the vehement attacks by newspapers and political groups
on restrictions and rulings Iimposed on Aruba by Curagao.

The popular slogan of the Aruban Popular Party (AVP) that
formed in 1970 to counter the ''establishment-based'' Aruban Patriots
Party (PPA) was ''Aruba for Arubans.'' Although the new party came close
to victory In local elections, its proposal to restrict residence to
Aruban ''natlionals'' had a relatively limited appeal. On the other hand,
a splinter group of the AVP, the Peoples Movement for Separation (MEP),
won a landslide victory against the PPA in the 1973 Central Government
electlons by the loud proclamation of ''Separation from Curacao' and
the softer (but clearly understood) appeal for ‘'separatior'from the
non-nationals.

Hotland has recently announced to its Netherlands Antilles
"partners'' that she will sever her remaining ties with the islands
within the next few years (certainly by 1980). Arubans react to this
Upromise' with mixed feelings; during my stay in Aruba in the summer
of 1973, positive expressions of national 'pride'' were overlald with

negative representations of fear and alienation.

Economic Development

From the time of the Initial Spanish judgment in the sixteenth
century that Aruba was a "useless island," agricultural endeavors there
have always been minimal and rarely successful. Recorded rainfall for
any year has not exceeded twenty-three inches. During the early era of
New World exploration the felling of brazilwood by passing salfling

vessel crews for sale in the mother country rapidly depleted Aruba's
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few forested areas. The overall destruction of the island flora
(which may have contributed to the decline of the rainfall over the
past two centuries to less than nineteen inches per year) and the
paucity of minerals in the land surface have severely limited the
agricultural potenttal of the Island.

Efforts by the formerly Dutch and now Aruban administration
to augment or extend the rural sector of the island economy have to
date been sporadic and only moderately profitable.

Aloe (vulgaris) cultivation, the only agricultural undertaking
that provided more than marginal profits, began in the 1850s. Because
the variety of aloe grown in Aruba yielded the highest aloin content
of any known species, its resin extract was In demand in the Unlted
States, England, and Germany, where the resin was converted into
various medicines. Export of aloe resin continued into the twentieth
century but in the 1930s was halted for several years while the oil
refinery was being established. After 1950 planting on a larger
scale was resumed. '‘In 1951 the aloin output amounted to about 15,000
pounds or circa thirty per cent of the world production' (Hartog 1961:
383). Nevertheless, the total income from this product (which ylelded
profits of 60 to 80 guilders per ton to the few planters, who paid the
p fckers between 25 and 50 Dutch cents per eight-gallon vat) Is still
small in absolute terms.

Other agricultural projects started and then abruptly abandoned
as unprofitable were: the rearing of cochineal beetles for carmine
dyes, the extractlon of tannin from the pods of the divi-divl trees, and
the growing of tobacco, cotton, peanuts, and cashews. Maize and bean

crops (sown by farmers In two plots, one sandy and the other clay, as
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insurance against drought) have always been produced for private con-
sumption only. During the 1800s droughts and near-famine conditions
were frequently experienced: from 1820 to 1825, in:1858, 1863, and
1869, and from 1897 to 1900.'2

Animal husbandry, originally Intended to be the primary occupa-
tion for the early settlers, never prospered. The land-issue policy
of the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries kept private holdings
to a minimum unti) 1823; this precluded the possibility of any private
person's possessing sufficient pasture land to enable him to engage In
] arge-scale animal raising. When, after 1823, private land holdings
were enlarged, the lack of suitable pasture throughout the island stil}
restricted the cattle population. The xerophytic vegetation, however,
proved to be particularly suited to the donkeys and goats which have
remained a familiar addition to the Aruban landscape.

Goats were of some economic importance during the nineteenth
century, when goat dung was collected for export to Barbados and Grenada
as fertilizer. Hides were accepted by the Central Government in Curagao
In.payment of taxes until late into the nineteenth century.'3

Presently the (approximately two thousand) goats which roam freely
throughout the island appear to have no commercial significance. Al-
though owners may occaslonally bring their (gggggg;based) goats to the
Tocal slaughter-house to kill for their own consumption, there is no
export of Aruban goats. Cunucu farmers still enjoy stew made from
young goat (cobrito) but say that their local wild goats are too tough
and stringy to eat. Imported goat meat Iis too expensive for regular
consumption. Domesticated pigs and chickens supply part of the protein

needs of the local population. Town people have recently been limiting
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their consumption of imported meat because‘of rapldly rising prices.
Beans and fish are once again providing the necessary protein supple-
ment to the dally diet.

The continental bank between Aruba and the Paraguanan peninéula
reaches a depth of approximately six hundred and fifty feet and is a
rich fishing ground. Nevertheless, no fishing industry of any size
has ever developed; only a few men (generally of Portuguese extrac-
tion) engage in small-scale fishing to meet local subsistence needs.‘

Thus the plant and animal resources of the island, inadequate
to meet the subsistence needs of the local population, offer little
prospect for commercial exploitation.'5

The discovery in 1824 of high-quality alluvial gold gave the
first siagnificant boost to the local economy and to the income of the
Dutch government. From 1824 to 1827 farmers, fishermen, and towns-
people extracted and sold gold from the gullies of Rooi Fluit to the
i sland Commander (who arranged for Its transhipment to Holland). In
1827 '"the gold fields were declared out of bound to local persons'
(Hartog 1961: 135). By 1830 laborers employed by the Dutch govern-
ment had extracted and sent to the Netherlands ‘'a total of 90.396
kilos having a value of ca. 144,000 (Dutch) guilders' (Hartog 1961:
135). (in the mid-nineteenth century Dutch guilders as well as florins
were valued at 2,489 to $1.00.)

As gold production from the first site declined, additional
areas were exploited at Daimari, Wacobana, Arikok, and Hadicuradi.
Unfortunately - (for the Dutch government) the capital outlay for

extraction and shipment of the gold began to exceed the sale value:
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Year Capital Expendlture Value of Gold

1824 10,640 fls. 48,405 fls.
1825 27,930 29,426
1827 15,863 9,169 (Hartog 1961: 138)

Upon the death of the Island Commander in 1827, the Dutch
manager of the gold-mining operation was appointed Commander. Because
of the imbalance of capital outlay as agalnst diminished profits he or-
dered the cessation of work in all gold fields. By 1829, however, the
Commander had realized that the importance of providing work and wages
for the lslanders would outweigh the lack of profit to the Dutch govern-
ment. He petitioned the Governor-General (at Paramaribo, Surinam) to
permit the issuance of licenses to private persons.

/Tn 1829/ Gold-seeking was freed from government-restrictions;
the plots, numbering 1,534 were to be assigned by lot against a
concesslon of fifteen gullders annually for each. . . . In 1831
the first report mentioned the handing in of a nugget of 13/16
ounce old Dutch weight to the value of 42 guilders, one third
of which was claimed by the government. . . . The first 13,875
nuggets represented an amount of 19,843.45 guilders. . . . /A/
Spaniard, who was staying here at the time . . . found a lump of
gold welghing about 42 pounds, after which find he returned to
his native country. . . . several lower-class people repeatedly
found lumps of a weight varyling between two and ten poundsw
(Hartog 1961: 139-141)

By 1832 prospecting for alluvial gold had begun to decline be-
cause of the paucity of gold finds. Private persons were released
from the obligation to deliver gold to the local administration. Mining
was declared open to everyone upon the Issuance of monthly permits.

Gold ore was discovered in the late 1820s. "Lumps' weighing
from 25 to over 40 pounds were extracted from the mines of Westpunt
by local residents. Over 120 kilos were forwarded by the Island Com-

mander to the Netherlands.16
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In 1854 the Dutch government again prohibited the ''free' mining
of gold. The Hague issued a forty-year concession to a Dutch citizen,
Louis Joseph de Jongh, for exploitation of the mines at Westpunt and
Balashi. The licensee sent his engineer to Aruba to manage the mines.
Despite the low wages paid to the resident miners (one-half guilder a
day), the costs of extraction of 40 ounces of gold were over 1,900
guilders; as the value of the gold (in Holland) was stated to be only
8,000 guilders, the operation ceased to be of interest to the conces-
sionaire. In 1866 the concession was withdrawn; once again the Com-
mander relnstated the practice of gold-mining under the permit system.

/1n 1867/ a concession for the duration of twenty-five years was
granted to |. Isola agalnst a fixed due of 2,500 guilders annually.
Isola in 1868 transferred the concession to Messrs. Ricket & Co.
of New York, who in their turn sold the rights in 1872 for 251,509
pounds to the Aruba Island Goldmining Company in London. The
latter began_to work the ore with an old-fashioned stamping-mill . . .
/The companx/ constructed a gold-smeltery at Bushiribana and a
pier at Fortl Abao. . . . This company operated from 1872 to
1882 . . . working 2,938 tons of raw material, producing 2,075 ozs.
of fine gold. The capital of this company amounted to half a
million pound sterling. (Hartog 1961: 144)
The cyanlide~process was introduced to refinery operations in 1890,
Comparison of this process with former methods discloses that the new
process resulted in a doubling of the amount of fine gold refined from
the ore quartz.

As capital investment increased, the export of refined gold
decreased. In 1881 (the second consecutive year that no gold was ex-
ported) the Company assigned its rights to the Aruba Agency Company
Ltd. of London, and in July of 1889 exploitation was resumed on a small
scale. In 1899 the Aruba Gold Concessions Ltd. of London renewed its

concession for an additional 40-year period. This company was required

to pay '"'a fixed annual due'' of 3,750 guilders and 25% of the net proceeds
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that exceeded 6% of its capital. The company operated at an ever
increasing loss; in 1904 returns amounting to 13,191.19 pounds were
counterbalanced by an expendlture of 31,533 pounds. In 1907 the ratio
of proceeds to expenditure was 27,184:20,151, but by this time “the
debit balance from the previous years /had/ risen to 75,802 pounds''
(Hartog 1961: 147). The company's work engineer advised the Company
to "'scrap'' the concesslioén:

A local "combination,' the Aruba Loud Maatschappij (the first
company in which native interests were involved as shareholders and
in management) was organized in 1908. It replaced the Aruba Gold
Concessions Company and took possession of the machinery and bulldings
of the defunct company. The shareholders and staff came from the
eilte Arublano merchant group: Henriquez, Arens, Beaujon, and DeVeer.
The ten-year concession granted to this company expired with the out-
break of World War I.

During the years of lts incorporation, the Company operated
with a capital of only 40,000 guilders. The returns to the Company,
therefore, were most ‘'satisfactory'; a 50% dividendwas declared in 1910.
But over the ten-year period the Company reported a continual decrease
in the gold-content of the ore mined from the few over-exploited areas;
in 1908 27 dwt. was extracted per ton, In 1915 only 18 dwt. per ton.
From>1913 to 1915 the Company processed approximately 185.858 kilogrammes
of gold, for which Holland paid 243,745 Dutch gullders. (The value of
gold during this period was about 1,200 guilders a kilo Zﬁhrtog 1961:
1487.)

With the outbreak of World War | materials necessary for mining,

such as cyanide and dynamite, ceased to be exported to the island.

L
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Mining operations ceased in 1916. After the war ended the smelting
refineries, furnaces, electric plant, and other equipment weré unusable
because the machinery '' . . . had been allowed to fall into decay after
the work had been stopped' (Hertog 1961: 149). Although the gold-
mining period had provided work for many of the local farmers and fish-
ermen for several decades, the actual cash return to Aruban wage-
laborers was always minimal.

Fortunately for the economy, at the same time that gold mining
profits were diminishing, phosphate mining operations, also initiated
during the mid-nineteenth century, were yielding higher returns,
Phosphate mined in Seroe Colorado (now held in lease by the Lago 0il
and Transport Company) returned in 1895 over 9,000,000 guilders to
the Aruba Phosphaat Maatschapplj; and the Central Government collected
4,000,000 guilders in export dutles. As this company was formed by
joint investments from Aruban and Curacellanean merchants with a
British-affiliated phosphate company, the substantial returns went
largely to the same elite group that profited from the gold-mining
operations. Phosphate mining was abruptly abandoned in the late 1920s
when the Lago 01l and Transport Company obtained the lease rights to
Seroe Colorado. !’

In 1924 the monopoly that the Royal Dutch/Shell Company (a
conglomerate of Shell Transport Co. Ltd., London, and N. V. Koninkli jke
Nederlandsche Petroleum Mij., the Netherlands) held in the Lake Mara-
calbo basin was broken when the Lago 0il Corporation entered the field
by acquiring control of the British Equatorial 0i1 Company, Ltd.

After studying thz possibliiities of a deepwater field even

closer to the oll flelds than Wilemstad (Capital of Curagao and
Jocation of the Royal Dutch/Shell refinery) 1t was decided to
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improve the harbor of St. Nicolas at the southeastern end of the
1sland of Aruba. The Lago Transportation Company of Canada was
organized to transport the oll from Lake Maracaibo to the storage
tanks of St. Nicolas. . . . In 1926 and 1927 the reef protecting
the southern coast of Aruba was blasted out to form an entrance
to the harbor of St. Nicolas and the harbor was dredged. The con-
struction of a refinery with a daily capacity of 110,000 barrels
of crude petroleum was begun in 1928. . . . When the refinery was
finished in 1930 at a cost of eleven million dollars, it was the
most completely electrically operated refinery in the world. . . .
During 1ts phenomenal growth, the control of the Lago 0il and
Transport Co., Ltd. passed from the Lago Petroleum Corporation to
the British Mexlcan Petroleum Co., Ltd., tc the Pan-American Petro-
leum and Transport Co., to a holding Company--Pan-American Eastern
Corporation--to another holding company, the Lago Oil and Transport
Corporation of Delaware, which was controlled by the Standard 0il
Company of Indiana, and to a final holding company--the Pan-
American Foreign Corporation--which Is ninety-six per cent owned
by the Standard 011 Company of New Jersey. (Hiss 1934: 126)19

The sudden economic and demographic changes following the estab-
| Ishment of the refineries forced Arubans to make many social adjustments,
not only In the southeastern tip of the Island but throughout the
countryside. Lago recruited as unskilled labor all available Aruban
males from the rural as well as from urban areas. Just outside of
St. Nicholas two new residential areas, Lago Helghts and Essoville,
were cleared for construction (by Lago contractors) of Inexpensive,
box-1ike bungalows to house foreign semi-skilled workers (‘'imported"
mostly from the British West Indies). As more laborers were recruited
from outside the island (to replace the hundreds of Aruban laborers that
Lago found to be '‘undependable)

« « o the tiny fishermen's village of Sint Nicolaas mushroomed
Into a boom-town of the type found In the U.S. during the opening
up of the West, {In the helter-skelter of the plioneering settie-
ment houses were knocked together out of everything that could be
laid hands on. Petrol cans were eagerly collected to provide
materials for walls.. . . (Hartog 1961: 317)

(Many of these '"flimsy temporary dwellings' are still '"home' for West

Indian Village residents.)
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At the same time the government abandoned projects formerly
initiated to bolster the agricultural economy, so that aloe ffelds and
land cleared for tobacco and cotton were soon invaded by cactus and
scrub.

During the early years of the new industry, relations between
the newly emerged Aruban working class and the Lago management were
often strained and sometimes hostile. One of the basic reasons for
this friction, according to Hartog, was that in Aruba the Standard 0i1
Company (now Exxon) operated differently from the pattern It had fol-
lowed In its other overseas stations. The refinery management decided
not to adopt '. . . the country's vernacular (Paplamentu) as /the/
office language' (Hartog 1961: 356), a decision taken upon the advice
of "intellectual' Arubans (actually the aforementioned elite) that
Paplamentu was not an ''adequate' language for commercial or techno-
1oglcal actlvitles.20

Two other factors, one related to the language problem, have,
| believe, contributed more significantly to the hostility, both covert
and overt, that continues to score labor-management relations. The
1anguage "'difficulty' is invoked by the management personnel to explain
the need to import thousands of English-speaking workers from the
British West Indies.?! in 1951 (the high point of Lago employment) the
ratio of West Indian to Aruban employees was 2,252:2,465. The presence
of such large numbers of foreign workers caused strong resentment and
hostility In many areas of socio-economic Interaction. The total Aruban
1abor pool then amounted to almost 5,000 men--so that only half of the
employable Aruban males were hired by-Lago; most of the other half held

the unskilled (and considerably less lucrative) menial jobs throughout
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the lIsland. (Census figures for 1951 indicate that only 120 ‘'employable"
workers were unemployed for that year.) Although Lago offered vocational
training and scholarships for advanced technical tralning abroad to
Antilleans and West Indians alike, most Arubans, relatively unsophisti-
cated and less mobile than their West Indian co-workers (and, according
to the opinion expressed by a local newspaper editor, urged by their
fathers to continue their weekly wage contribution to the family budget)
opted to remain on the island. Consequently, they received only the
minimal training necessary to hold the lowest paying jobs. (I will ex-
pand on the different educational backgrounds of the two groups in the
chapter on the West Indians.) On the other hand, many of the West
Indlans who were not yet ''rooted" on the Island welcomed the opportunity
of receiving advanced tralning in the United States. Those who returned
to Aruba with degrees in engineering were naturally placed in superior
positions over their former peers. The Aruban workers, characterized by
Lago management as ''a passive, pleasant, alcoholic people,'" felt them~
selves overwhelmed and dominated by the more aggressive and demanding
West Indians. An Aruban ex-employee for Lago told me: 'Those 'British'
agitators told the Arubans they should strike for better conditions.
Arubans were forced to accept decisions they didn't want. . . . Arubans
could not explain themselves to their bosses so they used the 'British'
as Intermediaries. They explained it their way to make the Arubans look
bad."

The need to house the imported workers as close as possible to
the refinery complex (because of the lack of efficient means of public
transportation) resulted in a dense concentration of West Indians in the

St. Nicholas area, whereas the Aruban workers lived further afield and
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had to travel to work packed uncomfortably into open trucks and the few
operating buses. Social Interaction between Arubans and West Indlans
was thus limited to working hours--perlods of tension and frustration
for the Arubans.

Lago initially provided financlial subsidies to West Indian
islanders (or their ''leaders'') for the building and maintenance of
social and sports facilities, and it encouraged (with the tacit approval
of the Dutch administration) the installation of many "cribs' in the
saloons adjoining the refinery, in which imported prostitutes could
“service'" the predominantly single West Indian workers and the trans-
fent sallors and merchant mariners. Arubans, however, for the first
few decades after the building of the refinery received little of
this largesse. Apparently the Lago management believed that the Arubans
could provide their own sources of entertainment.

A widely expressed reason for the atagonism felt by the Arubans
and other '"locals'' towards the Lago management refers to the differen-
tial rates of pay offered from the beginning of the operations: United
States expatrlate foremen, engineers, and managers are paid on a United
States dollar basls; their Antillean, West Indian, and European counter-
parts are pald in Antillean guilders (approximately $1:1.87 Antillean
florins in 1973). Arubans have continued to show little inclination to
study and train abroad for higher level positions partly because of
this differential rate of payment. Indeed, most of those few locals
who earned professional degrees abroad have remained in the countries
where they recelved unlversity education and where they can compete on

an equal pay basis with metropolitan professionals.
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The transition from patriarchal conditions to humming modern
1ife took place with such rapidity that the people, having no time
to keep pace spiritually with industrial and commercial develop-
ments, began to concelve the smooth glossy wonders of technique
as the noblest manifestations of culture. Refrigerators and
nylon-products, concrete . . . were deified as the marvels of
modern times. The electric washer . . . became the attribute of
the masses, the 'Persian' carpet the altar-cloth of the bourgeois.

Within a few years even the siesta, customary and necessary in

tropical regions, vanished (for refinery workers, not for the
other island residents). The peaceful atmosphere so typical of
Aruba was shattered by a display of businessliike drive. . .
Dipsomania, an age-old treat to Arubans . . . for indeed are
they not Indlans . . . spread like wildfire when a population
unaccustomed to thrift was enabled to come by money in an easy
manner. (Hartog 1961: 374-75)

For the first three decades of refinery operations the crude
oll processed in Aruba came from the Lake Maracaibo basin. For the
past few years, however, crude oil from other countries (particularly
from the Mid-Eastern Arab countries) has been shipped to Aruba for
processing. Apparently Lago (Exxon) s anxious to lessen Its dependence
on Its Venezuelan oll leases (which are due to expire in 1984). Fluc-
tuating attitudes of the Venezuelan government toward United States
exploitation and control of Venezuelan oil alternately encourage, then
threaten the continuation or renewal of the leases held by Exxon, Shell,
Texaco, and other major foreign corporations.

Because the transition from a minimal subsistence economy to
rapld industrialization did not precipitate significant alteration of
the "native" economy--except for the expanded wage earnings of Lago
employees-~the island's fortunes remain tied to the revenues from the
oil refinery. The continued importance to the Antillean economy of the
export of refined oll derives not only from customs returns?2 but also
from the refinery taxes paid to the Central Government by Royal Dutch/
Shell in 0ura§ao and the Lago 0il and Transport Company in Aruba. (As

previously mentioned this tax has been ''fixed"' according to the number
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of barrels shipped annually. In early 197k the Central Government
proposed a change in the tax base which would raise the annual return
to the government from 12 million florins to 45 million florins. At
the present date this increase Is still being ''negotiated.'?)

Even more important to local merchants and worker-residents
are the local purchases made by the refineries and the wages paid to
employees and contractors. Thus, in 1968 the combined (Royal Dutch/
Shell and Lago) contribution to Aruban and Curacellanean refinery
workers and local stores was 125,000,000 NAF (Statische Jaarboek 1971).

By 1959 the Lago 0i) and Transport Co.,Ltd., was processing
over 400,000 barrels of crude oil per day (in contrast to 110,000
barrels per day in 1930). However, the increase in company and govern-
mental profits from this augmented production was accompanied by a
sharp decrease in local employment. Modernization and automation of
the refinery facilities

« + « and greater efficiency and . . . elimination of non-essential
activities . . . contributed to reducing the refinery's work force
/From/ 7,817 employees in 1950 /to/ 5,134 by 1960. /An official

Tn the Department of Economic Welfare told me that Lago's total
work force In 1973 was 1,551.7 The unemployment problem, which

had ceased to exlst in 1928, again came to the fore in the fifties. .
« « « In 1954 there were 340 unemployed persons; in January 1956,
504 were registered; in the following December this number had
risen to 1,072, 1fina|lx7'reachlng an apex of over 1,350. (Hartog
1961: 437)
The unemployment figures do not reflect the total reduction of the Lago
work force because only ''locals' are included in the figure. In coopera-
tion with the suggestion made In the early 1950s by the island Depart-
ment of Economic Welfare, the Lago management fired mainly the non-
nationals (or replaced the non-Antilleans who held 'essential' jobs

with the Company with '"local' people). Unemployed non-nationals for-

feited thelir work permits and were quickly returned to their home islands.
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(The order of "laying-off''--obviously a euphemism, because nelther the
Company nor the local government offered the possibility of re-employment
to the non-nationals, will be discussed more fully in the chapter on the
West Indian segment.)

Nevertheless, many Arubans also lost their jobs at the refinery,
and in response the Island Government in November 1959 made avallable
(through petition to the Nethetlands government) one million gullders
for unemployment relief work., Most of the newly unemployed Aruban men
were given jobs in road and bridge construction.

Unemployment figures for 1970 were 17% for males and 36% for
females, but these rates were significantly reduced by 1971, when Lago
embarked on expansion and modernization projects and began the construc-
tion of a hydro-desulphurization plant.23 Although larger contracts
were let to ''outside'' companies, sub-contracts were given to small
Aruban firms (some owned by former Lago employees who had acquired, at
much reduced prices, some of Lago's surplus equipment after the 1952
modernization period). Jobs not only became available for the local
population; contractors also re-instituted the pattern of 'importing'
work gangs from Jamaica and Trinidad (one local contractor only hires
Seventh Day Adventists) as well as from the more recently exploited

hinterland of Colombla.zh

In addition, Aruban manual laborers have,
since 1971, replaced the ''colored' (West Indian) workers in the hotels
at the tourist end of the island, while Aruban women (until recently
"forbidden'" by fathers and husbands to work outside the home) have been
replacing their black counterparts in '‘domestic' positions in these

hotels.2? Increasingly,Aruban girls are replacing Dutch office workers,

bank tellers, and shop-girls.
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The Lago management asserts that the company is trying to ''lower
Its profile on the i{sland" and is encouraging the establishment of Island-
owned and operated small business enterprises, through partial subsidy
and equipment. Nevertheless, no significant Increase in local industry
was observable in 1973. The Allled Chemical Plant, bullt in the 1960s
and subsidized jointly by Lago and the Netherlands government, and en-
couraged by tax concessions from the local island government,
", . . flopped when the ten year tax concession explred--three quarters
of the plant is not working--after they managed to do a good job of
polluting our waters'' (personal communication--editor of local news-
paper). A few bottling plants (franchised by Pepsl-Cola, Amstel Beer,
etc.), an aloin-processing plant (owned and operated by a 'Jewish-
American'' and employing only a few local pickers and processers), a
small coffee-roasting factory, a cligarette factory, a few small Ice-
plants and rum-distilleries, all producing for local consumption, re-
present most of the ''‘new' local Industries.

Smuggling (perhaps the first reciprocal trade activity of the
Island Indians, who in the seventeenth century ''. . . trade with the
buccaneers when they call In [ﬁhder the leadership of Sir Henry Morgag7'
exchanging sheep and goats for linen, thread and anything else they
need. . . ." _/_Exquemelln 1969: I‘o§_7)had, until the 1970s, been regarded
by Arubans as a prime source of export revenue. Obviously there are
no avallable records of profits made from smuggling; but customs of fi-
clials are said to have maintained an attitude of ''wowos cera y manos
habri' (closed eyes and open hands) during the comings and goings of
small rowboats, each equlpped with three powerful out-board motors

strapped side by side.
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An editor of a local newspaper explained:

Our wholesale business was our export also. This has dropped
enormously. Our export of dry goods, cigarettes, coffee, liquess
to Colombia and Venezuela has dropped to nothing. One of our
largest department stores In Oranjestad has had to lay off 60 girls
(we used to get most of our cotton goods that way from Colombia).. . .
Did you know Aruba used to be the biggest coffee exporter In Latin
America? . . . We brought in more coffee than Colombia and Venezuela
could sell herself--we bagged it and stamped it and sold it cheaper
than they did.. . . to Nescafé for instance. . . . The Venezuelan
and Colombian governments got mad. . . . Thelr_Coast Guards set up
"walls" to keep our motorboats out . . . and /wistfully/ it's all
finished now!

Aruba's recently acquired reputation as ''the tourist mecca of
the Caribbean”26 has to date conferred only limlted benefits upon the
total economy--1imited, that is, because cash returns from the increased
tourist traffic have not yet ''"filtered' out or down to the general pub-
lic. Although the Aruban menial laborers, in the past chronically un-
or under-employed, have been able to secure the hotal Jobs formerly
held by West Indians, the minimum hourly wage that these jobs offer is
considerably lower than the wage/benefit package secured by the Inter-
national 011 Workers Union for Lago employees. The domestics, formerly
employed by expatriate families, now receive less remuneration for hotel
employment. Moreover, as expatriate foremen, engineers, and managers
are belng replaced by Arubans, who are paid on a gullder, rather than a
dollar basis, the demand for female domestics has been considerably re-
duced. Aruban construction workers receive sporadic employment as new
hotels are built or enlarged, but again, these laborers are paid at the
minimum wage scale, whereas Lago and its expatriate contractors pay a
higher wage to construction workers.

The groups that have recelved the most direct financial benefit

from the Increase in tourism are the retall clothing and jewelry merchants
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(primarily Ashkenazim) and the restaurateurs (Chinese). Crulse tours
and hotel package tours include one or two days of shopping in the free-
port stores in Oranjestad. Whereas during the boom days of Lago, most
of the merchants had operated out of ''. . . old-fashioned little shops
and 'tiendas'" (Hartog 1961: 438) in St. Nicholas, since the 1960s these
s ame merchants have opened large modern air-conditioned shops not only
in Oranjestad but also in the hotels and motels along the ''tourist
strip." For Instance, a modest jewelry shop in St. Nicholas (which
also offers exorblitant credit financing to town workers and residents)
presenfly has three glittering ''sisters' at the tourist end of the
island, Chinese '‘cafés" (a euphemism for “crib~saloons'') in St. Nicholas
are now the poor relations of the ‘‘extended family' plush restaurants
that cater to tourists and the wealthier businessmen.

The Department of Economic Affairs does not record in identi-
filable, separate figures the taxable income from the expanded business
operations of the merchant group; It can only be assessed by observa-
tfon of the expanded life-style of these businessmen and their families
(for example, by noting the cars per family unit, the recently built
] uxury houses, club membership, etc.). The children of the Ashkenazic
and Chinese merchants are Invariably sent abroad for thelr secondary
and university schooling. Family holidays are spent In the United States,
Europe, and South America. In general, it appears that large capital
e xpendi tures of the non-national merchants are either absorbed by invest-
ment in additional shops and restaurants, or are made outside of Aruba.

Economic returns from tourism to the island government are not
commensurate with the rapid Increase in the numbers of tourists who visit

the island each year. The ten to eleven year tax concessions to recently
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bullt hotels will not expire for another five or six years. Benefits
from tourist purchases of free-port items do not offset the increased
prices of imported goods. in addition, the ''average' tourist of the
1970s (who admits that the attraction of Aruba lies not so much In
her 'fine beaches and sunny climate'' as in an atmosphere ''free of
friction and tension'" /Hannau 1969: 6}727) is not the affluent ''free-
spender'' of the 1960s. Instead he is a middle-income member of a
""nackaged-tour'' group; the '‘package' of air fare, food, and board has
been paid to the agency abroad before his arrival in Aruba, and any
extra money he has to spend usually does not leave the hotel premises.
The gambliing casinos of the hotels (whose taxable income also does not
appear In the public records) entice the guests to ''make back the cost
to them of the package tour'' (personal communication--casino employee).
The risk to the hotel of the tourist's leaving before he had planned
to (because he has spent his vacation money) is minimized because the
management has already been remunerated for its share of the '‘package."

in short, the advent of expanded tourism, the increased profits
to merchant groups, and the additional construction of hotels and Lago
facilities have not significantly altered Aruba's economic underdevelop-
ment and position of dependence. ''The absence of any ongoing structural
transformation in the . . . gconomy since the advent of the foreign re-
fining industry in the 1920s' (Department of Economic Affairs 1972) has
I mpeded the development of the ‘'non-oil sector' of the national economy.
The ratio of import to export for the Netherlands Antilles in 1971 (no
separate flgures are given for Aruba) was 440,000,000 NAF: 77,000,000 NAF.
These figures do not include oil refinery exports but do include machinery

and transport equipment manufactured by expatriate concerns (32,000,000 NAF)
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so that only 45,000,900 NAF actually represent the total local indus-

tirlal export of the Netherlands Antllles.
The heart of the matter . . . is that wages in the non-oil sector
will never be able to ''catch up'’ with those prevailing in the
refining Industry. . . .

Even refraining from considering the monopolistic pricing

arrangements prevalent among the international oll "majors",
higher capltal intensity per man (i.e., a higher capital/labor
ratio) would--by the tenets of the marginal productivity theory
of wages--procure for the ol lworker a relatively higher hourly
remuneration than that received by the walter in a local restaurant.
. + . Furthermore, labor costs /are/ generally rot the major item
in the total costs of a refining establishment; not so for the
local drycleaner's. . . . Third, It seems that technical progress
I's transmitted more rapidly in the oil business_than in the private
domestlic sector of the Antillean economy. . . /This/ has helped
ensure for the refinery worker an ever-rising productivity per
manhour pari passu with rising oil sector wages. (Department of
Economic Affairs 1972: 3)

The high per capita income of $4200 for Arubans in 1972
($1,108 in 1958 and $1,008 in 1963) is claimed by the Department of
Economic Affairs to offer an erroneous index of the ''prosperity' of
the average Aruban because it does not adequately represent the poverty
of the non-oll sector of the economy.

Although the percentage contribution to the national income
from the of) industry declined from 40% in 1957 to 23% in 196728 (and
Lago employment dropped from 33% of the total Aruban labor force to
only 7% in 1973), ”[fhg? fact that the per capita income did not decline
proportionately was mainly due to foreign ald and to the increasing con-
tribution of the tourist sector to national income, viz., from 4% in
1957 to 13% in 1967" (Department of Economic Affairs 1972: 7). The per
capita income figure thus Is an artificial construct; it does not
fairly indicate the annual wage of the average Aruban who is not em-
ployed by the Lago Company, particularly when it Is set against the

cost of living index, which showed only a 1% annual Increase from
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1963 to 1967 but Increases of 3i% in 1970 and 4% in 1971. Thus, the
real per caplita Income is declining rather than growing.

Subsidies and grants from the Netherlands (estimated by an
Exxon executive | interviewed to Increase the Aruban government's
budget by approximately 50% annually) are described by local government
economists as ''gifts with strings'' because they are offered in the form
of matching contrlbuthns for development projects, or as loans to be
repald on a long-term (and high interest) basls.

Aruba, then, although minimally exploitable in terms of her
natural and mineral resources, conforms to the model of underdevelopment
and dependent neo-colonial economies. Fanon (1963: 304) asserts:

/¥hen the nationalist partles/ are questioned on the economic
program of the state that they are clamoring for, or on the nature
of the regime which they propose to install, they are Incapable of
replying, because, precisely, they are completely ignorant of

the economy of their own country. (Fanon 1968: 150-51)

On the face of It, this statement seems rather harsh. It is,
however, particularly relavant in the case of the recently victorious
leader of Aruba's nationalist party. During our interview, held one
month after he was elected to a seat In the Central Government Council,

| asked him If there was anything he would like me to send him from New

York. 'Yes,' he replied, '"how about a book on economics!'
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NOTES

lSeveral urns were discovered by a bulldozing crew during the
winter and spring of 1971. They were turned over to the government after
inspection by visiting archaeologists. Now housed in the old disused
Water Tower in St. Nicholas, they represent the only ''museum exhibits"
in Aruba.

2Subsequent references to ''red slaves' as resident-workers in
Aruba, as contrasted with ''freemen'' and coloureds,' indicate that this
proviso was largely ignored,

3Hartog discounts an early account that the name derives from
"oro-hubo," Spanish for ''there was gold once,' because this would
assign Spanish origin to the name. He is certain that the name originated
from the Carib words ''ora" (shell) and '‘oubao' (isltand).

4As the agricultural potential of Curacao was limited and com-
mercially unprofitable, the Company embarked on extensive slave pur-
chase and resale. A Governor of Curagao, Peter Stuyvesant, was rewarded
for his successful promotion of the island's slave-trading Industry
by being offered the governorship of New York.

5The hostility of Arubans expressed toward Curacellaneans lis
generally conceded (by nationals of both islands) to have strong
racial overtones. ''Why do we have to be told what to do by those
blacks?" Curiously, Arubans feel kindly" toward the Bonaire nationals,
who are as dark-skinned as the Curacellaneans. Apparently Aruban
hostility toward blacks has less to do with skin color than with eco~
nomic and political friction.

6The practice of granting ‘'Concessions' continued into the
nineteenth century. During the registration period for Aruba's first
elections, held In 1924, when '‘landowners'' were told to come forth to
register, descendants of early concessionaires insisted that they owned
their parcels of land. The Lleutenant Governor made the decision
(claimed to be "illegal* by the present director of the Land Office)
that these concessions were henceforth to be regarded as ‘'‘land-ownership.'

7Populat|on records for the period between 1780 and 1816 list
19 Jews and 290 Protestants. The small figure given for 'Jews' appa-
rently reflects the fact that within a few years of their flrst arrival
the Sephardic males had intermarried with the native and Roman Cathollc
European population, and the offspring of these marriages were baptized
in the religlons of their mothers.

The figure of 290 Protestants also includes those Indians who
were baptized after the Dutch conquest.

Census flgures for 1816 indicate that the Catholic population
(Indians and offspring of Sephardic-Indian marriages) was 1,106.

The predominance of Catholicism into the present period (approx-
imately B85% of the total population) is noteworthy considering that the
perlod of Spanish occupation ended in 1634,
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8The Clvil Registry on Aruba does not possess an apparatus to
register the number of inhabitants per dwelling-center but on the strength
of the data avallable the population In 1953 was localized as follows:

Oranjestad 11,670
St. Nicholas 20,664
Santa Cruz 8,977
Sabaneta 4,910
Noord 4,823
Paradera 2,500

IMThe Local," a St. Nicholas newspaper, carried a comment from
an "unknown observer'' after the 1973 election, that ''. . . regardless
of which party you were voting for, you were sure to be voting for a
Croes cousin,'' (Croes is the name of the leader of the MEP: this same
surname appears several times on each of the other two major party ballots.)

IS 1903 no more than 57 people voted in the elections of the
Council. 1905 was a vintage year; 70 people put in an appearance. A
year afterwards J. E. Lampe was elected councilor by unanimous vote,
43, Every two years one of the councilors resigned, but became imme-
diately re-eligible' (Hartog 1961: 131).

gman's policy was expanded in 1971 by the Aruban Popular
Party (AVP) when it adopted the '‘exclusionist'' definition of "Arubano''-~
which referred only to those nationals who had been born on the island
prior to 1930 (that is, before the onset of large-scale importation of
West Indian and other non-Antillean groups).

12|n addition to periods of drought, a series of epidemics of
scorbutic deficiencies and childhood diseases occurred during the first
decades of the twentleth century. As recently as July 1925 officlal
reports from the Department of Health stated that many people were
dying from lack of proper food and drinkable water. In the 1930s
poverty was so widespread that a daily distribution was made to the
residents of Savaneta and Santa Cruz (from money sent by the Netherlands
government).

government revenues for the year 1827 were

"Gold 9,169.50 Dutch guilders (florins)
Import duties 88. 40

Duties on cattle 133.33

Export duties 28.33

Anchorage 697.09

Stamp duties 637.37

Taxes on sale of slaves 244,40

5% public auctions 50.17

2% on chattel transfer 16.52

Taxes on exports of slaves 13.33

Sale of government donkeys 960.00

Total  12,127.85
"(The expenses for the same year, however, amounted to
21,976.85.)" (Hartog 1961: 224)
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IQISSZ census: 160 registered fishermen out of a total population
of 56,206. ‘

15) have had several discussions with officials in the Department
of Economic Welfare about the feasibility of introducing {rrigation to
cunucu areas (see Evanart's 197k article, ''Desert Farmers: Ancient and
Modern,' which addresses the high productivity of those desert farms
that provide catchment basins for rainfall retention). Aruban cunucu
farmers during the late nineteenth century had access to communal tankis
(large rectangular rainfall basins) but these were so large that water
evaporated too quickly. Also, they were so distant from most of the farms
that they were virtually useless.

The reactions of the government officlals were invariably nega-
tive: '‘Too expensive . . . wouldn't make that much difference . . .
besides, we're not large-scale farmers."

'6From 1840 to 1850 David Capriles (descendant of one of the first
Sephardic settlers) boughtover 7,051 ounces of gold from local collectors.
He sold this gold to Sephardic merchants in Curagao.

7hen | questioned the Prestdent of Lago about the possibillity of
reopening the phosphate mines on the southeastern tip of the island, he
explalned to me that detritus from force-blowing the phosphate out of
the mines might adversely affect the refinery products. (Since the
tradewinds come from the northeast it seems hardly likely that the
"detrltus'' could drift anywhere but out to sea.)

18) elaborate upon the significant detalls of the entry of
S tandard 0i1 of New Jersey into the forelgn oil flelds in the chapter
on "The Power Elite."

Yhiss neglects to note that all of these companies were affi-
l1lates or subsldiarles of the parent company, Standard 011 of New Jersey.

20} asked many Arubans and expatriates at Lago about this deci-
sion. The answer invariably glven was that Papiamentu lacked a technical
vocabulary. 'For Instance, there Is no word for stainless steel.'" When
| suggested that, as Paplamentu consisted of a composite lexicon--of
Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, and English words--technical terms could
have been Introduced from any of these languages, | was offered a quizzi-
cal expression or shrug.

2)pn additional explanation for the decision to import workers
was that the Arubans were ''lacking In technical skills," so that West
I ndian workers were needed to flll the construction and refinery jobs.
No answer was forthcoming when | asked how and where West Indians had
acqulred these skills,

225 comparison of oll export and'other goods'' exported from 1925
to 1951 In terms of tax returns to the Central Government shows the dis-
proportionate values:
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Year 011 and 011 Products Other Goods
1925 89,111,434, 217,14,
1935 271,837,545, 2,631,935.
1945 342,626,431, 2,631,935,
1948 411,692,427, 8,405,433,
1949 486,866 ,287. 8,809,046.
1950 608,776,899. 6,756,627,
1951 687,643,894, 6,221,893,

23Lago publicized the construction of the HDS plant as ‘''Lago's
contribution to Improving the environment through the removal of the
polluting effects of sulphur from crude ofl." Actually, the project
was mandated by the Clean Alr bill enacted by Congress In 1970. Also,
the sulphur that is extracted from the oil s exported at a high profit
to Exxon.

2y, staffing at least two occupational categories in Aruba,
those of manual workers and prostitutes, Colombia has become a Third
World's Third World.

25The local government has continued its policy of expatriating
non-nationals. Its over-all design is apparently two-fold: to ensure
the employment of all avaflable Arubans by replacement of non-nationals,
and to achleve the expulsion of non-franchised (non-'‘white").residents.
The two aims neatly coincide, as loss of employment for a non-national
results in the nullification of his/her work permit and loss of the work
permit {s accompanied by almost immediate deportation from the island.
Thus the slogan '"Aruba for Arubanos'' is rapidly being implemented by
the local government despite the defeat (in 1971) of the political party
which originated the slogan.

26uygar [Hotel7 Visitors Cruise Visitors

1958 5,300 10,200 :
1960 13,100 16,200

1962 12,000 14,500

1964 20,000 16,300

1966 26,400 19,300

1969 52,000 27,300

1970 75,000 Ly, 700

1971 86,000 27, 474"

(Investment Information: 8)

2T5ince the 1960s the anti-white hostility displayed by
Jamaicans, Virgin (slanders, and Trinidadians has sharply undermined
the tourist industry of these islands. The 'friendly" and light-skinned
Arubans, on the other hand, offer a relaxed, non-threatening background
for tourist enjoyment of the ''sun-fllled beauty of the Caribbean.'



CHAPTER FOUR
THE ARUBANS

The stereotypical response of Arubans to questions about
their ethnic or raclal ancestry is ''Indian, Portuguese, Spanish, and
Dutch.“l Whereas the designation ''Spanish' refers to their South
American (primarily Venezuelan) forebears, ''Portuguese' refers to the
Sephardic Jews who emigrated from the Iberian peninsula to escape the
Spanish Inquisition (Hoetink 1972: 107). Descendants of Sephardic
emigrés founded the first European settlements in Curacao and Aruba.
The history of Jews in Latin America is the record of two suc-
cessive and radically different populations. The flrst commu-
nity took form shortly after the discovery of the New World.
I t always llved under adverse conditions and disintegrated long
before the end of the colonial era. (Cohen 1971: XV)
This generalization is not applicable to the Curasaoan Sephardim;2
The Jews who arrived in Curagao during the 1650s became the merchants
and financiers and "especlally in the course of the nineteenth century
. . developed into a Latin~Caribbean cultural aristocracy within the
then Dutch colonial setting'" (Hoetink foreword, Karner 1969: v).
In 1391 the historical precedent was established for the even-
tual expulsion of the Jews from Spain:
.+ . viclous anti-Jewish riots engulfed the entire country
/Spain and Portugal/. . . The rlots had all the trappings of spon-
taneity. But like the Russian pogroms nearly half a millenium
| ater, they had been carefully planned by the ruling classes of
Spanish soclety. Troubled by decades of internal disorder and
the mounting threat of revolution, these classes cast about for

a scapegoat to absorb the discontent of the mob. They found their
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targets in the Jewish community. The riots resulted in the con-
fiscation and destruction of untold property and the death of as
many as fifty thousand Jews. (Cohen 1971: XVil)
Church polemics provided the rationale for the Initial series of eccle-
slastical persecutions: the focus of the religious attack was directed
against Jewish Implication in the death of Jesus, exacerbated by their
recusant refusal to accept Jesus as the Messiah.
Thus while the Spanish governments were waging thelr battle to
destroy the Jews, the ecclesiastics during the rlots and for
decades thereafter were striving to draw them to the baptismal
font. (Cohen 1971: XVilI)

In 1492 Their Catholic Majesties, Ferdinand and Isabella, of-
fered to their Jewish nationals the alternatives of conversion to
Christlianity or expulsion from Spain.

According to Jewish and Christian sources the majority of the
exlles, numbering between 100,000 and 120,000 emigrated to Portugal.
(France refused to admit the Jews and offered asylum only to con-
versos who sought admission as Christians.) The remaining exiles,
who probably numbered no more than about 50,000 sailed . . . for
North Africa or Italy and the East. . . On July 31, 1492 the last
(practicing) Jew left the soil of Spain. (Baer 1966: 439)

King Manuel undertook the protection of the newly expanded
Portuguese Jewish community. Initlally unsuccessful in his effort to
persuade the Jews to convert, In 1497 he addressed an assemblage of the
Lisbon comunity and ', . . baptized many by force and declared ali of
his Jews to be Christians by flat' (Cohen 1971: XiX). Many of the Jews,
whose conversion was based on pressure rather than conviction, continued
to practice their traditional rituals In secrecy. Four decades later
the introduction into Portugal of an Inquisitorial tribunal led to the
sentenclng of '‘conversos'' as ''insincere Christians and Jews at heart"

(Cohen 1971: XXi11). The “convicted Jews were permitted to choose

between expulsion or death''.
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Thetr Catholic Majesties had Issued an edict which prohibited
""New Christians' from emigrating to the Americas. Charles V later re-
deflned the opprobrium and limited the prohibitions to recent conversos
and convicted Judaizers (secret proselytizers of the Law of Moses) and to
two generatlions of thelr descendants. A like pronouncement from King
Manuel, restricting the emigration of New Christians from Portugal,
remained in effect into the sixteenth century.
tn 1601, in consideration of the sum of 200,000 ducats, King
Philip Vil granted the New Christians the right to emigrate freely
to any of the colonies of the combined Kingdoms of Spain and
Portugal. Though granted Irrevocably, the right was withdrawn
in 1610, (Cohen 1971: XXXVII)
However, In 1629, the Court reversed its restrictions and again granted
permission for Sephardim to emigrate.
Even during the period of total restriction on emigration,
some Sephardim Jeft the peninsula. tllegal Jewish exoduses occurred
during the few periods of relaxation of customary investigations into
the origins and backgrounds of Spanish and Portuguese applicants, The
"Jalssez-falre' attitude toward Neo Christian emigration occurred,
according to Cohen (1971), In response to the increasing economic de-
cline of Spaln, and the conviction of King Philip that
.« + . it could be at least partlally alleviated by an injection of
New Christian enterprises in the colonfes, particularly the Americas.
The fact is that the New Christian Immigrants . . . greatly developed
the industry and trade of the New World, and soon included some of
the wealthlest and most important citlizens of both New Spain and
Peru., (Cohen 1971: XXVI1)
During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Iberian-sponsored
courts of inquislition were instituted in Mexico and Peru; consequently,
the number and influence of Jewish colonists In these colonies were con-

siderably reduced. in Brazil, however, the absence of an inquisitorial

tribunal, and the Dutch capture of the Portuguese city of Recife in 1630,
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permitted the establishment of a powerful Jewlsh merchant enclave.
The Dutch tradition of religlous tolerance extended to the Mexican
and Peruvian refugees. Holland Jews emigrated to the new colony to
joln their “emancipated brethren.' By 1645 the Jewish population of
ARecIfe equalled the number of Jews in Holland, approximately 1500.

The economic activities of the Brazilian Jews ranged from pro-
fessionals (doctors, lawyers, architects) to merchants, importers,
farmers, and owners of sugar plantations and refining mills, many of
which displayed ''such un-Jewish names as 'Good Jesus' and 'Our Lady
of the Rosary'" (Cohen 1971: LVIl). A prominent greup of businessmen
became bankers and middlemen to the slave trade. ''So vital was this
function of the Jews to the slavers that slave auctions were not heid
on the Jewish Sabbath or holy days'' (Cohen 1971: LVIi).

In 1654, Dutch capltulation of Recife to the Portuguese led to
the evacuation of the town by the Dutch officlials and merchants
and by the Jewish population, who were carried off In overcrowded
vessels to Holland or to other Dutch possessions in the West
Indies. (Gey! 1964: 74)

Settlement of the Dutch Antilles officially began In 1659, when
twelve Sephardic famllies arrived from Holland with permission from the
Dutch West India Company to initiate an agricultural colony on Curagao.
Jan de Yllan was issued the first permit. When agricultural development
proved to be unprofitable (because of the scanty rainfall and relatively
infertile soil),Yllan and a few associates began a trade in logwood and
horses from Aruba and Bonaire (for shipment to Holland and Venezuela)

., . . which they bought on credit from Lucas Rodenburgh, Vice-Director
of Curagao" (Hartog 1961: Vol. 1l: 60). In 1664, when news of the grow-
Ing mercantile profits reached Holland, families and friends of the newly

arrived settlers left Amsterdan for Curagao. 'Their better knowledge of
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the regional opportunities in trade and their knowledge of the Spanish
language, led to their control in the trade malnly directed to the
Spanish colonies'" (Romer 1969: 24). The Holland Jews were soon joined

by Jews from Brazll, {taly, Surinam, and Portugal.

Soon there were more businessmen than businesses with a con-
sequent sharp decline of the level of profit. The situation be-
came so critical, that in 1736 a rule was passed by the adminis-
tration In Holland which denied travel permits to poor Jews, fear-
ful that they might become an even greater burden once in Curagao.
This measure managed to consolidate the Sephardic position during
the latter half of the eighteenth century, and in general, during
these years many Sephardim started laying the foundations of con-
siderable fortunes.... . (Karner 1969: 29)

While the Jews of many European countries were subject to
numerous trade restrictions, those of Curagao were free from dis-
criminatory laws. Like the other inhabitants /Dutch/ however,

they could not pursue certain occupations, among them the slave
trade, which was the exclusive monopoly of the Company. (Emmanuel

1970: 75)
This qualification lasted only unti) 1674, at which time,unable by its
own efforts to achieve its goal of making Curagao the largest slave
center of the Caribbean, the Company relaxed its restrictions and per-
mitted the colonists to enter the slave export trade. Since 1659 Jews
had been permitted to purchase slaves to work on the '‘show' plantations
that they had built . . . not so much out of greed as . . . to show
the achieved status level . . . a type of conspicuous consumption
seen . . . In the greater Caribbean context, where the planters' economy
was In full prosperity' (Romer 1969: 23).

The slaves employed by Jews were generally treated . . .
humanely. A few were even given an education, and they rested
completely on Saturdays and on Jewish holidays. . . . Is it sur-
prising that the slave conserved a great respect for this reli-

glon which gave them complete rest on at least 64 days of the
year? /sic!/ (Emmanuel 1970: 79)

Curagao, by the mid-seventeenth century, supported a growing

population of Dutch nationals, West African slaves, and Sephardic Jews,
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together with a much diminished indigenous population. These hetero-
geneous segments, which characterized the early Curagaon society, main-
talned distinct social, religious, economic, and political boundaries.
This heterogenelty, according to Karner (1969: 11), facilitated the
creation of a powerful Sephardic enclave, occupying a niche which
generally has been denied to Jews upon their entry into an already es-
tablished society.

They formed a separate enclave, and even underlined this
separateness by . . . geographical Isolation, settling on the
Western side of the Island, more specifically in the area close to
the harbor which formed a natural barrier between them and the
Dutch Protestants. . . . Around 1830, we find that for reasons
not obvious, reslidential sites were changed; the Jews moved to
the Eastern sections of the city and the Protestants bullt their
houses on the West shore. (Hoetink 1958: 36)

The social isolation of the Sephardim led to the development
of a bilateral, extended family pattern (Karner 1969: 11) which lasted
well into the twentleth century. Because the marital choices, con-
sldering the relatively small number of unretated families who formed
the original Sephardic settlement, were obviously restricted, the high
incldence of cross- and parallel-cousin marriage (still a predominant
feature of Arublano soclety) has always been characteristic of the
Curagaoan Sephardim.

Evidence of the prevalence of cousin marriage comes from the

dowry list of 1849~1880:3

Date Bride Bridegroom

6/69 Rachel de Elias Jesurun Henriquez Ellas de Daniel Jesurun

m7/n Rachel de Jeosuah Jesurun Jacob Cohen Henriquez
Henriquez

1/73 Esther, sister of Rachel Mordechay Cohen Henrlquez

L/76 Delia, " weoon Aron Alveres Correa

12/80 Rebecca de Jeosuah Jesurun Isaac Cohen Henrlquez
Henriquez

12/80 Sarah de Ellas Jesurun Henriquez Eltas Salomo Levy Maduro

(Emmanuel 1970: 362)



69
The repetition of this pattern among the early Jewish settlers of Aruba
arose from a significantly different set of circumstances, to be dis-
cussed later.

The prevalence of the same surnames, e.g., Henriquez, Maduro,
Jesurun, also can be connected with the practice of Sephardic masters
entering Into extra-marital unions with African slaves. In most in-
stances the father not only ''recognized'' the illegitimate children of
these unions; he also gave them hls surname and included them in his
will,

The Sephardic community rigidly observed Mosaic law. Untl]
the early eighteenth century, group worship was conducted in {ndi-
vidual homes; in 1743 Mikve Israel (the oldest synagogue in the
Americas) became host to the Sephardic community. Attendance at all
rellglous services was mandatory and discipline was strictly enforced
by the elders upon the membership.

The funeral of a notable Curagaoan Jew was a noteworthy event.

I t was attended by hundreds, regarded as an important soclal
event, talked about long afterward. . . . The deceased, if his
home was any distance from the one cemetery, was placed in a
coffin, then in a speclal canoe, followed by familles and notables
In canoes rowed by slaves. . . . During the burial, soil imported
from Jerusalem/?/ was placed on the eyes. . . . Immediately after
burfal "hebrah™ (ritual foods) were sent to poor and rich alike~--
the first meal consisting mainly of hardbol led eggs, eaten while
seated on the floor. . . . During the mourning week it was cus-
tomary for every Jewish member of the community to visit the
bereaved family. (Emmanuel 1957: 73)

The "Burial Soclety'' enforced its rulings on rebellious or deviant

members by threats to Impose the ''berakiah' (curse of excommunication).

Emmanuel (1957) notes that, in the absence of police authority in the

Jewish communlity, this served as a tremendously powerful disciplinary

weapon; the sacraments and a religlous burial were denied not only to



70
the excommunicant but also to those members of his family who died
during his lifetime,

Karner (1969) attributes equal importance to the soctal aspects
of the rellgious observances as unifying and reinforcing mechanisms for
the preservationof the separate character of the Sephardic community.
Participation of the entire Jewish community was obligatory for indivi-
dual, family, and communally observed rituals: absence from any cere-
mony was regarded as an affront to the community as well as to the
family. Every birthday, whether of child or adult, required personal
recognition in the form of individual payment of homage by every member
of the jggﬂxg_(extended family). On the Sabbath, the oldest male
married member of the famlya was the host at a sumptuous luncheon,
and on Sunday, the Christian Sabbath, kinsmen gathered to discuss the
business and social events of the past week. This ', . . Inward focus-
ing made these early generations extremely conscious of the familial
ties, both in longltudinal and horizontal lines' (Karner 1969: 22),

In addition to the self-imposed residential barriers,

. . . religion, in-group marriage, and in-group soclal actlions, the

social-cultural aloofness of the Sephardics was further deepened

by the difference in language between the Jews of l|berian origins

and the Protestants from Holland, a difference which had contlnued

to exist since the beginning of thelr co-settlement in Curagao.

(Karner 1969: 214)
Although Dutch had been the official language of Curagao from the incep-
tlon of settlement in 1634, it was not the preferred language for the
Sephardim. They continued to speak Spanish and Portuguese, which, to-
gether with thelr use of Paplamentu (the creolized idiom of the Antilles),

further ensured thelir isolation from the Dutch community. Sephardlc boys

received their primary education in "public' (Dutch government) as well
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as parochial schools (first Midrasj," then''Jesivah' academy). Even in
the public schools, however, separatism was malntained; the government
schools offered a Dutch curriculum and language, and were attended by
Protestants; others, jointly maintained by the government and the Roman
Catholic Church, offered Portuguese, Spanish, English, and French studies.
The latter were attended by the Sephardic youths.

The chief economic concerns of the Sephardim, shipping, banking,
law, and medicine, did not bring them into active competition with the
Dutch, who continued to control the administrative, legislative, artisan,
and small-scale merchant activities. Although some of the wealthier Jews
continued to build lavish plantations into the nineteenth century, they
did so not for the purpose of acquiring additional income from agricul-
ture but to ''advertise'' their prestige and status. The often intimate
relationship between plantation master and slave resulted in substantial
benefits to the Sephardic merchants who employed '‘house' slaves:in their
urban businesses. Even after slavery was abolished, the 'compadrazgo'
system continued to provide economic advantages to the merchants, who re-
celved, in return for their godparental protection, trustworthy as well
as free labor (Karner 1969: 24),

The Sephardic segment maintained its isolation from the Dutch
Community into the twentieth century. Although by the end of the eight-
eenth century the large Protestant Dutch segment had divided into
""Higher'' and '"Lower' groups, the latter holding the artisan and small
business position, the former occupying the adminlstrative and legis-
lative positions, this separation occasioned no change in Protestant-
Sephardic relations. The Sephardim refrained from social contact with

both groups. The lower class Protestant males intermarried with South
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American immigrants and with former slaves, the offspring adopting the
Roman Catholic religion of their mothers., This group came to consti-
tute the 'Ladinolzed'" segment which presently represents 90% of the
total society; but, because the Jewish merchants were involved in the
more lucratlve enterprises, the rapidly increasing lower segment pre-
sented no economic threat to them. Despite the absence of direct eco-
nomic competition between the Sephardim and the Higher Protestants, an
ever-widening social breach separated them. Each group considered it-
self to be ''superior'" in culture, tradition, and status, so that even
into the twentieth century the groups have ''. . . vied for first place
in the segmented structure of Curagao” (Karner 1969: 33).

By the middle of the nineteenth century the Sephardim became
actively involved in the Colonial Council and in the Legislative Staten.
S Ince then the names of Henriquez, Jesurun, and Maduro have figured
prominently as leglislators, administrators, and diplomats; Jews have
also served as Attorney General (second in rank to the Governor General)
and In the Consular Service--this despite the fact that the Sephardim
currently represent only 1.1 percent of the total pophlation.h

The Curagaoan Sephardim still maintain a dmoinant position in
the Island's society; their superordinate social, political, and economic
status there has been acknowledged by my Aruban and Curagaoan Informants
who are aiso aware that the pollitical clout of the Sephardim is a signi-
ficant factor to the welfare of all of the people of the Netherlands
Antllles. In its development, this elite segment provides a dramatic
contrast with those of their kin who formed the nucleus of the first

European settlement in Aruba.
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For while the Sephardim of Curggao retained thelr religious
ldentity,and remalned aloof from social participation with the Protes-
tant Dutch colonial administrators and the bourgeoisie, the circum-

s tances surrounding the early settlement of Aruba precluded the dupli-
cation of this pluralistic pattern in Aruba. Notwithstanding the
similar juxtaposition of Protestant Dutch, Sephardlic Jew, Arawak
Indlan, and African slave, the first settlers in Aruba did not maintain
their separate structures.

Here, the factors that were significant to the early assimila-
tion of the disparate religious, cultural, and raclal segments, derive
from the different demographic conditions that attended the introduc-
tion of colonial settlement.

Although the island of Curagao boasted a thriving and growing
population by the end of the eighteenth century, Its sister Island,
Aruba, only thirty-five miles to the northwest, remained virtually
uninhabited.

In 1754 representatives of the Dutch West India Company, dis-
couraged by the ''burden' of thls non-productive island, determined to
promote a more self-sufficient status for Aruba. To initiate the settle-
ment of the island by "European'' colonists, the Company granted a parcel
of land to a Curagaoan Sephard, Moses de Salomo Levy Maduro. The grant
was accompanied by '‘conditlons! which prohibited him from owning cattle,
selling any part of his land, and from engaging In any commercial enter-
prise. The Company also sought to ensure, by demanding an oath of
fealty from the grantee, absolute loyalty and obedience to the Island

COmmander.5
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Within a few years of his arrival on the Island, Maduro realized
that he could not produce enough food to sustain his family of six chil-
drean; he petitioned and received permission from the Company to own
and raise goats (Emmanuel 1970: 529). By 1790 several other Curagaoan
Jews had received Company grants of parcels of land on Aruba. The newly
established Sephardlc community included the names of the Henriquez,
6

Marchena, Maduro, and Curiel branches of Curafaoan Sephardic families.

Between 1816 and 1826 the Jewish population fluctuated between
nineteen and thirty-one souls, as follows:

1816 19
1820 22
1822 28
1824 31
1826 31 (Emmanual 1970: 530)

Emmanue] then states, with no explanation, that between 1871 and 1929
the Jewish population varied between one and five,

Given Karner's assertion (1969: 14) that '". . . despite high
infant mortality, the number of offspring per nuclear family was very
large, an average of 6.2 with up to 8-12 children,! the lack of growth
of the Aruban Sephardic population is at first sight puzzling. However,
Karner's explanation for the diminution of the Curagaoan Sephardic popu-
lation during the nineteenth century I[ndirectly provides the reason for

the decrease of Sephardic identity in Aruba:

. + . due to poor business conditions, young men of marriageable
age were forced to migrate from Curagao and permanently settle
abroad., There they might marry foreign women. . . . The fact that
1t was male members of the Sephardic segment who formed part of the
foreign "satellite' communities, led to the perpetuation of the
Sephardic family names in countries other than Curacaoc. Offspring
of the mixed marriages which were contracted in thede, primarily
Latin, countries carried thelr father's surname, thereby ensuring
the continuity of a recognizable enclave. . . . Another interesting
development during this time was the fact that since a number of
the marriages contracted abroad were in Latin, hence Catholic,
countries, the children resulting from these unlons generally were
brought up In the mother's Catholic faith. More precisely, in a
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marriage between a Sephardic male and a Cathollc female, the
of fspring, especially if the couple was wed In church by dispen-
sation, followed the religion of their mother, at the same time

carrying the typically Jewish name of their father. (Karner 1969: 14-15)

14-15)

Curagaoan Sephardic males whose business interests necessitated
prolonged absences from the Island often returned to Curagao with Roman
Catholic fiancees. The Sephardic community would offer conditional ac-
ceptance to the girl, demanding religlous study and conversion to
Judaism prior to her incorporation into the famiya bosom. Because the
Roman Catholic church in Curasao refused to perform a marriage ceremony
between a Sephard and a Catholic, the girl had no alternative but to
embrace the Jewish faith.

The situation in Aruba, however, was different. Here, the
Sephardic immigrants did not establish a religious community. For many
ye ars ﬁe bodies of Jews who died on the island were shipped back to
Curagao for burial. Marriages be tween Sephardic males and Roman
Catholic(primarily Indian) females could only be performed by ''. . . re-
luctant visiting priests’ (Hartog 1961: 116). (f no Catholic priest was
on the island, a Dutch Protestant minister there might perform the mar-
riage ceremony; in many instances the unions were never ''solemnized."
The issue of these unions, however, were recognized by the Roman Catholic
church; and visiting priests baptized the children with the name of the
father. Thus, because it was rare for an emigrating Sephard to bring a
brid with him, or to return to Cura%ao for a wife (likely to be a cross
or parallel cousin , within one or two generations the same surnames of
Maduro, Henriquez, and Curiel represented a predominantly Roman Catholic

population of iberian, South American, Indian, and African admixture.



76
My Ashkenazic (Eastern European Jews) Informants offered an

additional explanation for the rapid transition from Curagaoan Sephard

to Aruban Roman Cathollc:

The Sephardic men who left Curagao for Aruba were surely not
the first sons of the family, so they weren't entitled, according
to Mosaic laws of primogeniture, to become the chief inheritors
of the father's estate. So, because these 'second sons' had no
stake in the family's fortunes they would be more inclined to flout
the religious and social traditions of their relatives in Curagao.
« « « And besides, they /the Aruban Sephardlm7'were probably a?
illegitimate anyhow . . . you should pardon me, bastards!

Within two generations of ‘the first settlement, the ''founding
families" also Included some Protestant Dutch admixture. For although
during the early days of 'white'" settlement in Aruba, the Dutch West
India Company restricted land grant licenses to the aforementioned
Curagaoan Sephardic ''farmers,'' some Dutch settlement also transpired.

This occurred because of the option taken by many of the Company Com-

manders

. . . to stay on in Aruba (engaged in trade rather than farming)
after their term of office. Through this they do not only become
progenitors of (some) of the oldest Aruban families, but their
children, born and bred here, automatically become the persons
marked out for Aruba's highest office. Thus arise the well-known
commander's familles, who often were interrelated. (Hartog 1961: 72)

By the end of the eighteenth century, intermarriage was common-
p lace--between Dutch, Sephardim, Indian, and African. Although the

Arubianos assert that their ''white'' ancestry sets them apart from the

predomlnantlY black Curagaoan population, nevertheless

. « . at al) periods the mixture of the various racial elements
on Aruba went on. Of the whites arriving here only a few blended
at first with the native Indian population. In the long run, how-
ever, even the most prominent familles, but for a very few excep-
tions, absorbed Indian blood. . . . In 1806 (from the records of
Commander Van den Broek) of the total population ... . of 1,546 . . .
there are 256 heads of families on Aruba, namely 60 whites, 141
Indlans, 10 mulattos, 35 (lighter sklnned admixtures) and 7 negro-

family heads. . . .
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Owing to this continulng process pure descendants of whites
were soon to disappear altogether. In 1868 their number . . .
amounted to no more than one and one half percent of the popula-
tion. The "lower classes' blended at a far greater rate. (Hartog
1961: 111)

Thus, within two generations (or approximately fifty years) of
initial settlement, the Arublano segment was formed. Desplte Hartog's
reference to "lower classes,' the small and intermixed population of
the late eighteenth to the mid-nineteenth centuries can hardly be classi-~
fied as rigidly stratified. Access to economic, social, or political
positions of importance in this minimally explolted colonial society
was so limited that a stratified class structure, except for the sepa-
rate status of the Commander's famlly, seems unlikely.

Similarly to the Curagaoan Sephardic preference for cousin mar-
riage, this pattern has continued for the offspring of the Arublanos.

A young Arubiano man told me:
1t's not for religious reasons since most of the island Is Roman
Catholic anyway. It's probably because we see each other all the
time while we're growing up. It's sort of expected that whoever
we date, when we're ready to marry (t'11 be one of our cousins.

This endogamous pattern for the nineteenth century, however,
derived more from the ecological limits of the desert island, than from
Individual or family preference. Until cattle-breeding, aloe produc-
tion, and gold-mining became profitable inducements for further immigra-
tion, the Island's resources could barely support the small group of
settlers of the mid-elghteenth century. The marital cholces of their
descendants, therefore, were limited to the cousins who bore the pre-
viously mentioned surnames.

When, during the middle of the nineteenth century, the few natu-

ral and mineral resources that could be exploited for profit attracted
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the attention of merchants in Holland and underemployed workers In
southern European and northern South Amérlca, small numbers of {mmi~
grants came to )lve and work in Aruba; they generally settled near
the mining towns or the processing plants. Until the entry of oll
refining operations plunged the island into "instant industrializa-
tion,'" these two groups, the ''white'' descendants of the '‘founding
families" (Arublano)and the nineteenth century immigrants (Arubano--
many of whom intermarried with the "lower-class,' predominantly
Indian, black, and mulatto offspring of the first settlers) constituted
the '"native population' referred to throughout this study as Aruban.

Green (1969),in her study of the voluntary associations In
Aruba, comments on the slight differences between these early groups:

[There are/ . . . several "shades, If not actually varieties,

of “real' Aruban culture: (1) that of the "Top Ten" i.e., the

old wealthy /not necessarily/ familles with their connections

with Holland, Curacao and mainland South America; (2) that of . . .
Oranjestad, or the “'city' dwellers generally; (3) that of

Savaneta which was formerly the island capltal where the Eurcpean
settled. As a result, the preponderance of European genes shows
up very clearly in this area, and other Arubans accuse . . .
/them/ of having a superior attitude; (4) that of Santa Cruz and

i ts environs, an area rich in aboriginal finds, which Is considered
one of the strongholds of the conservative ''real'’ Aruban. Here
one finds European, Mestizo, as well as a large number of Indian
phenotypes. . . . Earlier there were vocabulary variations as

well as slight differences in dress and customs between some of
the island communitles. . . . When the Santa Cruz girls were
wearing elbow length sleeves, the Savaneta girls were wearing
short sleeves. In the more isolated areas there wers even strong
feelings against outsiders, not necessarily non-Arubans, particu-
larly against those potential suitors of the locality. (Green

1969: 68)

| asked several doctors (the Surinamer town doctors, the Dutch
doctors at the Lago clinic, and the Dutch government psychiatrist)
whether they had observed any deleterious consequences of over two cen-
turies of Aruban Interbreeding. They generally agreed (although never

acknowledging awareness of the Arubfano/Arubano distinction) that the
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“"native' population supports a high incidence of diabetes, club foot,
obstructive eye flap, and a marked '"emotional dependence' for the ado-
lescent and adult men (on their mothers and, later, on thelr wives).

Informants' descriptions of the '"ideal'' Arublano phenotype
include: '"1ight to white' skin, sparse freckles, hazel eyes, light
brown to auburn hair, pronounced cheekbones, small boned frame, medium
height.7 As most of the Arubans are medium-brown skinned, dark eyed,
and dark haired, it appears that the majority of Arubans fall into the
Arubano category.

The Aruban personality Is characterized by outside observers as
shy, retiring, passive, dependent, friendly, and gentle. They tend to
be

« + « family oriented . . . in fact family dependent . . . The
Aruban customs are an interesting blend of Dutch, American and
Latin patterns. The modifled machismo complex seems to exist;
males must be ''potente', and men are frequently found out
carousing together. The Arubans are generally quiet, peaceful
people; However, under the influence of alcohol, many become
violent and during these occaslons begin fights and arguments
even with thelr best friends. . .

Another of their more Latin traits is the close chaperoning
of women. Even now in the more conservative sections of the is-
land, parents accompany their daughters to the various dances. . .
/Vomen/ once married, were to devote their attention to home and
the family which was traditionally large; the rearing of a large
number of children attested to her value and the potency of the
husband. The latter, however, was able to go out whenever he
p leased, incurring community displeasure only ig he failed to take
adequate financial care of his home and family.

One of the definltely non-Latin traits . . . is that men help
with certaln household chores . . . and they frequently serve
thelr guests at parties. Another Is the apparent absence of any
shame over the exposure of the body. Men of all classes may work
around thelr homes in storts without . . . feeling the need to put
on a shirt in front of their Immedlate friends and neighbors.
Women sweep off porches and yards in their shorty nightgowns.
(Green 1969: 72-73)

Generally, the Arubanos constitute the lower-class workers and

middle-class bourgeoisie. Although most of the Arublanos are also in
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the lower to middle economic levels, a few “extended families'' hold
the dominant “'status'' positions in the ''autonomous'' government offices,
in banking and commercial enterprises,with branches in Curagao and
Venezuela. As a group then the Arubianos do not occupy the highest rung
of the economic hierarchy; they are, however, (regardless of economic
s tatus) the social and political elite.?

The twentieth century transition from cunucu subsistence farm-

ing to urban embloyment has not, to date, eradicated the rural 1life-

style for many Arublano and Arubano families. Thelr activities outside

working hours still tend to center around the family and close friends.
Socializing with non-Arubans is still minimal, except for Friday and
Saturday night '‘drinking with friends''--an accepted euphemism for
weekly visits of the men to the crib saloons of St. Nicholas.

Adolescent Aruban females have recently broken with the protec-
tive tradition which precluded their participation in secondary
s chooling and urban employment. Although many families state that
their daughters' financial contributions are essential to the house-
hold budget, parents express wistful resignation and sadness about
their unmarried daughters' ''liberated' status. Young males, on the
other hand, who (according to Green 1969: 72) were traditionally expected
to be "wild" and were at the age of 13 or 14 introduced to the 'machismo"
pattern of excessive drinking of rum and whiskey and to ''womanizing,'
have experienced minimal alterations In attltudes and behavior. Reports
from the psychiatrist and from island doctors indicate that the inordi-
nately high rate of alcoholism for the native population is not declining.

""Crimes of violence'' are sald to be''directly related to alcoholism which
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releases the inhibitions of these ordinarily gentle and passive men'
(Government psychiatrist: 1973).
Within the past two years the interests of the lower- and

middle-class Arubano and Arublano people have merged sufficiently to

encourage them to act in unison in the Central Government elections of
1973. Except for the small group of wealthy and influential Arubianos
who generally reside within the district of Oranjestad, the great
majority of Arubans switched their allegiance from the ‘''establishment''-
oriented Aruban Patriots Party (PPA) to the nationalistic People's Move-
ment for Separation (MEP) party. The candidate who received the largest
popular vote is a phenotypically "‘ideal" Arublano, Bettico Croes. His
departure from the status quo philosophy of the PPA, while it alienated
the €lite group who are very much tied to the banking, commercial, and
political interests of the Central Government in Curagao, nevertheless
attracted an overwhelming number of the lower and middle-upper classes
who increasingly resent their dependence on '‘outside' interests. The
MEP call for ''Status Aparte'' had the overt function of appealing to the
national resentment against the ''blacks in Curacao who are exploliting the
people of this island.'' The covert, and probably more emotionally satis-
fyling,appeal was directed against the economic competitors (West Indians)
and the '"foreign'' merchants. Excerpts from the district results of the

summer electlons reveal the voting patterns of national district residents.

1971 1973

PPA MEP PPA MEP
Oran jestad 2,431 1,276 2,769 3,077
Noord 724 998 595 1,825
Santa Cruz 737 989 546 1,576
Savaneta - 601 h29 1,033 1,033 117
St. Nicholas 3,075 750 3,251 1,462

(The Local, August 9, 1973)
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Oranjestad: predo?lnantly elite Arubiano (upper-middle and upper
class
European (Dutch and Ashkenazic familles)
middle-and lower-class Arubano

Noord: predominantly Arubano and rural Arubiano--mostly
rural but some workers commute to Lago and to town jobs

Santa Cruz: almost entirely Arubano and Arubiano cunucu dwellers,
many of whom also are employed in St. Nicholas and by
Lago :

Savaneta: formerly Arubano, but since the last decade also the
residence for many West Indian lower-middle-class
families and Chinese merchant familles

St. Nicholas: area of largest ''imported" population of West Indians,
Colombians, and Venezuelans

A comparison of the voting patterns of 1971 and 1973 provides the
clearest evidence that the support for Status Aparte came from the lower-
and middle-class Aruban districts. For the St. Nicholas residents, recog-
nition that the MEP slogan covertly included hostile Intentions toward
all non-nationals persuaded the large majority of ''foreigners'' to vote
for the party that held a status quo platform. Apparently, then, what-
ever social distinctions once separated the majority of Arubianos from
the Arubanos are submerged in the mutually nationalistic sentiments of
the ''native' soclety. An MEP party official told me, "It is now us

[K}ublano and Arubanéf against them [Fést Indians, Jews, and Chinese

and their children (di Aruba)7,"

The specific factors that are relevant to the present antagonism
Arubans express toward the non-national groups will be addressed in the
ensulng chapters. Each segment will be discussed in its historical con-
text and in the particularistic and institutional relationships of the

group vis~a-vis the national segment.
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NOTES

1Durlng my three perlods of fieldwork investigation, | have met,
visited, and questioned over one hundred Arubans. Not one person acknowl-
edged the presence of ''black" ancestors when recounting the ''indian,
Dutch, Spanish, and Portuguese'' ancestral backgrounds of the first settlers.

2Hebrew term meaning "of Spain, after Sefarad . . . formerly
beliﬁved to have been situated on the Iberian peninsula" (Hartog 1961:
1023).

3The Cohen and Levy prefixed surnames were '‘restorations,' resumed
by the Sephardim after their settlement in the Americas.

h”The Jesurun family, for example, represented Great Britain as
consuls from 1857 to 1920, the consulship passing from father to son.
The Maduro family has represented the Republic of France for much of the
nineteenth and twentleth centuries. . . . /At present/ of the 32 coun-
tries now having consulates In Cura?ao, 19 are represented by Curaggoan
Jews' (Emmanuel 1970: 488).

The details of the oath demanded by the Dutch West India
Company appear on page 33.

6These surnames are retained by over two hundred families in
Aruba. On the basis of census estimates of an average of six members
per family, these four surnames alone represent over twelve hundred
of Aruba's thirty thousand ''native Arubans."

Most Aruban adult males are heavily-jowled and paunchy. They
profess a distinct preference for solid fleshiness for thelr mates
("'something to hold on to'). The typical response to questions about
their (extra-marital ‘''girlfriends' was, ''0h, that's different . . .
she must be slim, straight, graceful, and beautiful . . . you know our
Aruban girls. . . . This was invariably accompanied by explicitly
expressive gestures. (By graceful, Arubans refer to the unusual and
attractive walk of the Aruban female--which involves a gentle rocking
of the pelvic girdle, in contrast to the familiar side to side hip
movement. )

8! believe this to be a relatively recent development. In the
chapter on the Power Elite | will discuss the influence of Lago practices
on Aruban family relationships.

9By political, | refer to the Arubiano dominance in the local
government structures. Since the "white™ Dutch have given over (along
with the granting of autonomy in 1952) their government positlons to the
Arublanos,most of the Island resldents concede hegemonic status to the
Arubiano government officials. However, as these officials are thus far
powerless to Inltiate significant policy decisions and strategies, my more
sophlsticated Informants agree with me that the Lago executlives, the policy
makers who, in effect, determine the destinies of the resident population,
are the true political (more specifically power) €lite.



CHAPTER FIVE

THE ASHKENAZIM

Historical Background

Three branches of European Jewry, differing from one another in
language, ritual, and many other_aspects of culture, have contri-
buted to the Jewlsh population /of the New World/. The earliest . . .

{s the lberian branch, known as the Sephardim. . . . The others are
from Germany and Eastern Europe (Ashkenazim).

It is thought that the Jews gain their unlty from the Jewish
religion, and the assoclated culture tralts, such as food laws, rites
of passage, holldays, and the ethical values of Judaism. But through-
out their long history the Jews have undergone a considerable amount
of cultural differentiation. Despite the continuity of a core of
scriptural beliefs and attitudes, Jewish values and patterns of
behavior have always been subject to the influences of the different
and sometimes sharply contrasting social mllieu In which they have
settled. (Wagley and Harris 1958: 204, 206)

The shibboleth of ''Jewish unity'" is chimerical, or at least ob-
fuscatory, If we employ Webster's definition of unity as ''the cohesive
oneness of a complex or organic whole.,'" A significant body of Jewish
folk literature (see, for example, Sholom Aleichem 1912, Helene Frank
1912) includes acerbating cavils, if not reductionist ridicule, directed
against the '"other' branches of Jewry, and similar (albeit tempered)
criticism of the critics' own groups.

Drawing upon my 1969 to 1974 data on the Ashkenazic segment of
Aruban soclety, | suggest that Jewish 'unity' there Is a temporary response
to external politico~economic pressures. | offer, as supportive evidence,

my observations of the responses of Jewish groups to specific soclal,

economic, and political events in the Netherlands Antilles. | propose

84
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that the unified response Is a contingently adaptive, protective
mechanism and that alternations of relaxation and reinstitution of
ethnic boundaries coincide with the fluctuations of political pollcy
in the society at large.

A brief synopsis of European Jewish political and socio-economic
history provides the explanatory precedents for the inter- and Iintra-
group relationships of the contemporary Ashkenazic segment in Aruba.
The following quotations from my Ashkenazlc informants will subse-
quently be elaborated in the context of their relevance to group
boundary maintenance. | cite them here to illustrate the attltudes
of these Ashkenazim toward fellow Jews.

In response to my question about the omission of any census
reference to Sephardic Jews, | recelved the following response:

Maybe there /Curacao/ but not here. . . . Here there are no Jews
but us l?roﬁnkuss?é7?oland and Germany/. |f they ever were Jews
they forgot . . . and what kind of Jews anyway? Sephardim aren't
real Jews, they're Orientals!

In explanation of the reinstitution of Ashkenazic solidarity
in response to the 1969 Curagao riots:

We agreed that there was nothing to be gained from '"leaking'' our
worrles to the outsiders. You know we never really got along

before . . . not even among ourselves. . . . It had to take some-
thing like this to stop the in-fighting!

Mestern European Jews
According to Wagley and Harris (1958):

The Jews from Germany came from ghettos. The European ghetto
was at first a voluntary corporate city-within-a-city designed to
protect Jews, and was established at thelr own behest. Gradually,
however, it assumed the character of an instrument of oppression.
(Wagley and Harris 1958: 205)
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Lowenthal (1939) Injects an "“inside'' view of Jewish feellngs about the
"voluntary' nature of the ghetto establishment:

1t is true, the ancient and early-medieval Jew elected to live,
like other distinct racial and economic classes, in a quarter of
his own. . . . The soclial requirements of Judaism--the daily use of
the synagogue, the need for a special bakery, slaughter-house, bath,
court of justice, and cemetery--rendered it almost inevitable. . . .
1t Is likewise true that the segregated Jewry with its gates and
police and massed population served as a protective device, a de-
fense against the outer enemy and a preservative of the lnner life.
But nelther a romance nor utility can obliterate the difference
between a Jewry and a ghetto--a home and a prison. . . . It was the
compuision which stung, and which turned the Jewry lane into what
the Church meant It to be, a habitation of cruelty, whose doors
closed on houses of darkness. e e

/Durlng the 14th centu 7'the first compulsory ghetto was
decreed by the Synod of Breslaw "to prevent the Christians from
falling under the influence of Judaism." (Lowenthal 1939: 93)

Wirth!'s observation, ''The ghetto is not only a physlcal fact,
it is also a state of mind'(Wirth 1928:8), is particularly relevant to
the responses of the Ashkenazim in Aruba to outside pressures.

In eighteenth century Germany the transition from''protective'
to '"'oppressive'' ghetto confinement occurred in direct response to
Christlan usurpation of the Jewish merchant and craft guilds. A 1781
monograph describes mid-eighteenth-century government policy with re-
gard to Jewish participation in the economy:

Agriculture, our chief occupation, is forbidden to them. Every
craft and trades guild would feel Itself dishonored if it admltted
a clrcumscised worker to its ranks. The few avallable professions
are surveying, natural science, and medicine--and these only to men
of exceptional talent under the favor of an exceptional prince.
Nothing, consequently, is left to this unfortunate people but com-
merce. Yet in commerce itself they are handicapped by stringent
restrictions and onerous taxes, so that none but a lucky few can
rise to become wholesalers. For the most part they remain tied to
peddling and petty trade, and even then under trammels and prohi-
bitions which allow them but the barest livelihood. The profits
are so meager they attract only the poor wretch who must choose
misery or death. {(Dohm 1781, quoted In Lowenthal 1939: 210)
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Wagley and Harris (1958) state that after the replacement of
Jews by Christians in the merchant and craft gullds, ''Jews were conflined
by law to a narrowing sphere of occupations such as usury, pawnbroking,
and the sale of secondhand goods. The became in effect a guild of money-
lenders'' (Wagley and Harris 1958: 205, emphasis added). The might better
have sald remalned, as Jewlsh participation in money-lending activities
was hardly a new occupation for them. By the end of the eleventh century
I ncreased European involvement In mercantilist commerce stimulated a
proliferating demand for liquid capital. Canon law, which forbade Chris-
tians from exacting interest from co-~religionists (Talmudic law includes
similar proscriptions), promoted Jewish dominance as money-lenders to
Christian merchants.

The statement that ''. . . many Jews, despite prejudice, discri-
mination, and segregation, rose to positions of great wealth' (Wagley
and Harris 1958: 205, emphasis added) by mid-eighteenth century is contra-
dicted by Marcus' (1934) evaluation of Jewish ezonomic participation in
Germany. The 1815 occupational breakdown of the Jewish enclave (which
comprised no more than 1.20% of the total German population) shows:

Bankers, manufacturers and

large scale traders 2.0%
Medium traders 8.
Petty traders Lo
Peddlers 20 (Marcus¥i934: 106)

Into the middle of the nineteenth century, and except for brief
perlods of relaxation by German governments of occupational restrictions
(Tn response to the ''liberal" vibrations from Napoleonic Western Europe,
and during the first decades of the building of the Second Reich),

On the whole they were barred--in progressive degree as time and
anti-Semitism went on--from all government and allied services; and

they were shut out, likewise In progressive measure as monopoly and
state capitalism developed, from blg business and key industries.
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By and large, they were barred by their own background--training,
interests, and connections--from fileld, forest, and mine; from
common labor in industry and, though to a lesser extent, from
skilled labor in most crafts.

As a result, they chiefly engaged in commerce and private bank-
ing, as owners and employees; in comparatively small manufactures
and independent craft, particularly in the textile and garment
industry; and, for their intellectuals, In the '"free'' arts and pro-
fessions such as llterature, drama, journalism, music, beaux arts,
pure science, medicine and law--everywhere that individual merits
or capltal could provide a career. (Lowenthal 1939: 271)

In 1871 the German Jews were ''legally'' emancipated. With unifi-
cation of the several states into the German Confederation (the ''second"
Reich), William | and Bismarck slgned an edict wherein '. . . All hither-
to existing restrictions of civil and political rights, based on religious
differences, are hereby abolished" (Lowenthal 1939: 262). The formal
abolition of the ghetto and the granting of the rights of clitizenship did
not, however, insure ''equal status.'

In 1873, partly as a result of ., . . speculation and partly in
consequence of a world-crisis, the Great Panic ruined not only the
speculators but a large portion of the population. /+7.was Germany's
first taste of modern capitalism on a decent scale./l—

The Jews were immediately accused of the disaster. As the
depression continued, a flood of books, pamphlets, and newspaper
articles made increasingly clear that the Jews were considered a
race and damned as such. Passing from 1iterature to politics, the
movement created an anti-Semitic party; and passing from politics
to action, it culminated in boycotts, riots, and looting in 1881.
(Lowenthal 1939: 265)

Encouraged by the promises If not by the reality of their ''eman-
cipation,' many of the more acculturated and secular German Jews severed
thelr remaining ties with the Orthodox tradition by Intermarrying with
German nationals.

Between 1906 and 1930 /Intermarrlage7'amounted to 27% of all

marriages in which Jews were concerned; and mixed marriages generally
resulted In 80% of the offspring being lost to Jewry. It would appear

that 1f the Nazis had walted a bit, there would have been no 'pure'
Jews to torment them. (Lowenthan 1939: 270)
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Led by Abraham Gelger, a group of radical Intellectuals formed
a splinter "Liberal" sect (the forerunner of the American Reform sect)
which "emphasized the prophetic and universalistic, rather than the
separatistic phase of Jewish Life'' (Marcus 1934: 196). A second faction,
under the leadership of Zecharias Frankel, who felt that . . . the
Liberals had gone too:.far' (Lowenthal 1939: 196), but that traditlional
0 rthodoxy was too rigid to be relevant to the newly '‘enlightened"
German environment, formed the Conservative sect.
The extremely orthodox Jews (whose leader was Samuel Raphael Hlrsch)
did not wish to be affiliated with the Liberals and Conservatives.
They felt no community of religious interest with any Jews who were
not thoroughly Orthodox, and, as an act of self-preservation, they
appealed to the state to permit them to secede from the Gemelnde
(Jewish Community).
In 1876 they created their own Secessionlst Community. . . .
Their secession was a blow to the concept of unity upon which
German Jews had lald so much emphasis. (Marcus 1934: 197)
The inter-group antagonisms provoked by the fission Into three
distinct religlous units remaln an exacerbant to the sporadic attempts

2 indeed, viewed historically, the sole

to "re-unify"” world Jewry.
united stand of the three sects of German Jewry was expressed in their
resentment of the Eastern European Jews.

Even since the Cossack massacres of 1648 /Polish and Russian/

Eastern Jews have drifted into Germany. . . . The German state has
always objected to these immigrants because they were poor and un-
couth, This prejudice Is . . . shared by the German Jews themselves
who use the term Ostjude (Eastern Jew) as one of reproach. (Marcus
1934: 200)

While the Liberal and Conservative German Jews eagerly welcomed
the government's offer of secular education for Jewish children, the
Orthodox Jews reslisted acculturating attempts to divert them from their
tradltional devotion to religious study.

Every community of ten men or more had a synagogue, every syna-
gogue its school, and with few exceptlons every émalg7'child sat In
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its benches. Moreover, schooling seldom ceased with childhood.
Throughout a man's 11fe he spent on his books every hour he could
snatch from work or sleep. . . . /T?he purpose of this learning, the
endless question and debate, was not, like scholasticism, the
discovery of abstract truth. The letters the Jew pored over he
11ved by.

Men began to yield to the Insidious delight of considering
[Tearning/ an end In itself The hours devoted to it lengthened
until they consumed a man's whole life, leaving the wives and
daughters to earn the dally bread. Nay, the Jewess spurred her
son and husband on to study much_as the Christian woman spurred
her man to fight. /sic!/ . . . /Since the 17th century/ this dis-
cipline, when carried to Slavic lands, became the backbone of
European Jewry. (Lowenthal 1939: 109)

By the end of World War |, a politlcal issue further widened
the Liberal-Orthodox schism.

The problem now became not Liberalism versus Orthodox but
Zionism versus anti-Zionism; this '"nationalistic'" struggle was
far more bitter than the religious conflict had ever been. . . .
/The Liberals favored/ a religious development in consonance with
the spirit of modernTsm. It is opposed in principle to the paro-
chial schools and is an uncompromising opponent of Zionistic
"'separatism" . . .

/T/he Zionistic Jewish People's Party (whose main adherents
came from the Orthodox camp) wishes to change the basis of the
Gemeinde from a religious to /17 racial one. It believes that It
Is the ethnic rather than the religious tle that holds Jews
together. . . . The People's Party also favors a parochial school
system through which Zionist ideology may be impressed on the
younger generation. It stresses the close bond between all Jews
in all lands and wishes to pledge the material resources of
German Jewry to the material rebuilding of Palestine. It is (in
theory) very sympathetic to the needs and problems of the East
European Jews in Germany. (Lowenthal 1939: 199)

When the initially enlightened policies of the Bismarck regime
reverted to ''hard-line' covert and overt anti-Semitic restrictions, some
50,000 German Jews (mostly disillusioned Liberals) left Germany for the
United States.. .By 1930 an additlonal 25,000 German.Jews had joined thelr
Americanized brethren. In 1935 the remaining half-ml1lion German Jews
(.9% of the total German population) faced ''economic boycott' (Lowenthal

1939: 398), then “final liquidation' by the masters of the Third Reich.
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Eastern European Jews

In spite of growing Intolerance, the position of the Jews in
Russta.until about the sixteenth century was much better than that
of their West European brothers, whose legal status was that of
servi_camerae (property of the King). The Jews of Russia were free
men. They were members of the city merchant class and enjoyed
1iberty of worship even after the Russian state was converted to
Christlanity. During the Middle Ages, when there were Jewish
ghettos In other parts of Europe, there was no segregation of Jews
in Russia. (Greenberg 1944: hy

During the Crusades, beginning with the first in 1096, a steady
stream of Jews who found themselves persecuted In the provinces of
the Danube and the Rhine began to find their way to Poland. . . .

From thelr German brethren the Jews of Poland recelved their
communal organization, their religlous culture, and their language,
which was a German dialect interspersed with Hebrew and Polish ex-
pressions and forms which gradually developed into what is known
at the present time as Yiddish., . . . The special relationship to
the ruler, the hostility of the Church, and the partial local
autonomy of the Jewish communities were transferred from the West
to the_East almost in their entirety. In Lithuania, however, the
Jews lhqgf enjoyed a great deal more autonomy and tolerance than
In Poland., This accounts for the superior status whichthe Lithu-
anian Jews have maintained to the present day as over . . . the
rest of Eastern European Jewry. (Wirth 1928: 90)

In contrast to the traditionally urban pattern of residence and
economic involvement of the German Jew, the Polish Jews, into the mid-
eighteenth century, were free to engage in village agricultural pursuits
and In town trading and money-lending actlvities.

They engaged in the trades, handlicrafts, and many other economic
functions, including the leasing of crown and Shlakhta (landed
nobility) estates, with the right of propination (distlllation
and selling spiritous liquors), which they continued to exercise on
behalf of nobles even after the partition of Poland. The Jews were
also the leading tax-farmers of the country . . . favored by royalty
and . . . by the big Shlakhta estate owners, and opposed by the
clergy and their burghers, (Wirth 1928:90)

By the middle of the seventeenth century, the formerly small-

scale and intermlttent anti-Jewish Eogroms (defined by Webster as organized
massacres) instigated by local peasant and Cossak units, had grown into

Church-directed '"uninterrupted massacres of Jews' (Wirth 1928: 91).
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in 1762 Catherine 1|, concerned about the increasingly inflamma-
tory Church castlgations of the"Judaizing heretics," issued a manifesto
which halted further Jewish immigration. Her initial efforts to 'control"
the Jewish population falled: from 1772 to 1795, as a result of the par-
titions of Poland and Lithuania, Russia ''Inherited" nine hundred thousand
Jews. Catherine's 1772 proclamation to the newly acquired provinces

« + « made a distinction between the Jewish and non-Jewish subjects.
The latter were promised that they could exercise the rights they
had enjoyed under their former government throughout the Russian
Empire. The locale in which the Jews could exercise their former
rights was speciflcally limited to the territory in which they were
living at the time of the partition. (Greenberg 1944: 8)

The restriction of Jewish residence to limited areas (the Jewish
Pale)3 ushered in a series of oppressive and discriminatory edicts, de-

s igned to exclude Jews from participation in public life, and to ‘‘close"
most occupations and secular education to them.

During the early years of the nineteenth century, Alexander |
attempted to amellorate some of the restrictions. Jews were now en-
couraged to send thelr children to any schools within the Russian Empire,
and to engage again In agricultural activities. In 1827, however, these
"nducements'' were largely offset by his ''edict of Conscription and Mili-
tary Service,'" whereby

« + « in addlition to supplying recruits for the army to serve a
term of twenty-five years, Jews also had to produce cantonists
(juvenile conscripts) from the ages of twelve to twenty-five. The
Jewish communities were charged with the duty of filling the re-

qulired quota of recruits. In case of fallure the community elders
were liable to severe punishment and even to mllltary service.

(Greenberg 1944: 10)
Disheartened by the oppressive nature of the edict of conscrip-
tion, most Jews resisted the ''generous'' offer of secular education for

thelir children. Their suspicion that a desire for thelr conversion to

Christianity motivated Alexander's offer was well-founded; a confidential
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rescript addressed to the Minister of Public Instruction ''leaked" out
to the Jewish communities via a 'Jewish sympathizer.' The public ukase
(enactment) bespoke the government's desire to incorporate religious and
secular teachings, but
.« « . In the secret rescript the tone was altogether different.
There it was stated that ''the aim pursued in the training of the
Jews is that of bringing them nearer to the Christian population
by eradlicating the prejudices fostered {n them by the study of the
Talmud'; that with the opening of the new schools the old ones
were to be closed down . . . that attendance would become obliga-
tory; that the superintendents of the new schools should only be
chosen from among Christians, etc. (Dubnow 1918, Vol. 1l: 58)

Russian and Polish Jews, who had long cherished their '"privi-
leged autonomy'' concerning the education of their children, adopted
tactics of passive resistance:

Out of 1,906 university students in Russia in 1835, only
eleven were Jews. Of the 2,866 students who attended the higher
institutions of learning In 1840, fifteen were Jews, and of the
total number of 80,017 puplls in the primary and secondary schools,
forty-elght were of the Jewlsh faith. (Greenberg 1944: 32)

In 1844 a new law, designed to convince the Jews of the govern-
ment's sincere efforts to provide a secular education for the Jewlsh
community, directed the establishment of ''special' schools for Jews--
to be supported by the Jewish community through the imposition of
speclial taxes. Jewish theologians would supervise religious instruc-
tion; Christians and Jews would teach the secular curriculum (similar
to the Gymnasia curriculum of European secondary schools). Again,
however, the true nature of the designs was disclosed when a secret
supplement to the law ''leaked' the covert purpose of the new education
policy; . . . to uproot those superstitious and harmful prejudices
which are instilled by the teachings of the Talmud' (Greenberg 1944: 33).

The Minister of Education enlisted the services of an 'enlightened"

German Jewlsh educator, Max Lillenthal, to ''sell' the new plan to the
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Jewish community. Lilienthal's unsuccessful proselytizing efforts re-
flected his shared suspiclions that the government's intention was to
eradicate the ‘'Jewlsh heritage.!

A further prohibition against Jews' re-entering the Pale of
Settlement after completion of secular education stiffened Jewish re-
sistance to ''outside' schooling. Jewish recalcitrance toward all such
efforts at Indoctrination and conversion exacerbated subsequent politi-~
cal edicts. Government tax collectors and administrators were brought
into the Kahals (Jewish self-governing communities) to supersede local
administrators; 'basket taxes' were imposed on kosher (ritually slaugh-
tered) meat, on immovable property, and on business pursuits, and heavy
taxes were levied on religious items, e.g., Sabbath candles, prayer
shawls, and prayer books.

In 1843, Tsar Nicholas appended a resolution to the report of
the Council of Ministers, ordering the relocation of all ''border! Jews
on the Prussian and Austrian frontiers. These 'fringe" residents were
to move out of Russia/Poland and settle inside Prussian and Austrian
borders. ''Those possessing their own houses are to be granted a term
of two years within which to sell them" (Dubnow 1918: 62). Thus tens
of thousands of Jews were forced to emigrate to these two countries
(which did not welcome thelr intrusion).

Nicholas' plan to '"transform'" the Russian people included the
classification of Russian Jews into categories: useful and useless.

The former category was to consist of merchants affiliated with

gullds, artisans belonging to trade unions, agriculturalists, and
those of the burgher class who owned Immovable property with a
definite income. All other burghers who could not claim such a

f inancial status and had no definite income, in other words, the
1 arge mass of petty tradesmen and paupers, were to be labelled as

Yuseless' or ‘''detrimental''; and subjected to Increased disabilitles.
(Dubnow 1918: 64)
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In 1856 Tsar Alexander !l introduced a program of sweeping
reforms. In the hope that the disastrous results of fhe Crimean War
might be alleviated by the re-entry of Jewish Industry into the national
economy, he abolished the cantonist system and granted to ''special classes
of Jews'" the right to unrestricted residence and the opportunity for
government service. The economic competition engendered by the relaxa-
tion of restrictions reactivated anti-Semitic pogroms throughout the
empire. ''These attacks upon Jews, although not directly engineered by
the central government, were at all times tolerated by it, despite an
occaslional face-saving protestation to the contrary' (Greenberg 1944: 19).
After three decades of unremitting massacre had ensued, a central
comni ttee, charged with '‘reviewing'' the ''Jewish problem," reported that
the pogroms were righteous expressions of Russian outrage at the Jewish
abuse of the civil rights granted to them by Alexander I1I. Measuresrto
calm the '‘aroused''populace included:
1. the prohibition of new Jewish settlement in the villages of the
Pale
2. prohibition against ownership or management of real estate and
land outside of clty limits, and
3. prohibition of wholesale or retail trading In strong drinks in
villages or hamlets.6
In 1882 Alexander 111, In opposition to the ''liberalizing" reforms
instituted by his father, Instituted a rigid quota system to limit the edu-
cational opportunities for Jewish youths: in reponse to the new system
which required the enrollment of a ''new' Christlan student for each Jewish
entry, many Jewish parents undertook to pay for the tuition and training

of Christian boys to guarantee their own son's acceptance into a government
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school. Based upon complaints from provincial authorities that the
Jews were responsible for the dissemination of revolutionary ideas in
the échools, Alexander imposed more stringent quotas. Jews were dis-
couraged from entering professional institutions; those who had already
earned professional degrees were barred from practice. Jewish youths
who fled their country to avoid military service, or to seek greener
fields abroad, took with them the knowledge that their indigent parents
would be fined 500 rubles. If they were unable to meet this obligation
the government auctioned the household goods to collect it.

The Temporary Rules of 1882 redefined village and town boundaries;
the towns that were redesignated as ''‘villages'' banned the residence of
new or relocated Jews. In some instances Jewish soldiers, after comple-
tion of their twenty-five year tour of duty, were barred from entering
their native villages on the ground that they were '‘new'' settlers.

An 1891 retroactive law prohibiting Jewlsh settlement in Moscow
effected the Immediate expulsion of twenty thousand Jews--two-thirds of

7 "Only about a third of Moscow's Jewry--

the Jewish community of Moscow.
people with a higher education, first-gulld merchants born there, and
children of soldiers who had served under Nicholas—was allowed to remain'
(Greenberg 1951: 44).

Despite the unalleviated repression, relocation,and diminished
occupational and educational opportunities, large-scale emigration only
became an actuality in 1881--following upon the assassination of
Alexander 11, The conservatlve Jewish leadership and press opposed emi-

gration, encouraging the Jews to be patlent and to walt for ''better days."

The weekly Journals (Ruzzky Ezvrei and Voskhod) expressed the view that

emigration would injure the cause of emancipation, and that it would
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furnish the antl-Semites with a means of discrediting the loyalty of the
Russfan Jews. After 1881 an influential newspaper (Razvet) reversed [ts
s tand and became the champion of organized emigration. Through its in-
f luence '"Central Committees were organized to direct and facilitate the
movement of emigrés'' (Greenberg.1951: 64).

From 1881 to 1890 the number of Russian Jewish immigrants to
arrive In the United States totalled 135,003. In 1891, 100,000 more
joined them, and by 1893 an additional 30,000 Russian Jews left their
homeland.

In 1891 a United States commission, appointed by Secretary of the
Treasury Charles Foot to investigate the causes leading to emigration to
the United States, spent several months touring Russia. The report read
In part:

All told the same story . . . old men, women and children impor-
tuning the committee (Moscow Jewish Relief) to give heed to their
cries and help them get away from their surroundings, any place
belng better than here where they are living in constant terror

of persecution. Homes are destroyed, businesses ruined, families
separated, all claiming that they are not criminals except that
they are charged with being Jews; all expressing a willingness and
an anxiety to work, begging for the opportunity to begin life some-

where, where they do not know nor do they care. . . . (Greenberg
1951: 7%)

During the 1890s Baron Hirsch, a German Jewish philanthropist,
concelived the grandlose scheme of arranging for the transportation of the
entire remaining Jewish population of Russia (approximately three million)
to South America (particularly to Argentina).

A few years later it was . . . realized that the mountain had

glven birth to a mouse. Instead of the millions of Jews as ori-
ginally planned, the Jewish Colonization Association succeeded in

transplanting during the flrst decade /of the twentieth centuri?
only 70,000 Jews. (Dubnow 1918: 421)
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The outbreak of World War | halted the massive emigration of
Russian Jews. Because of the exigencles of military transport and only
as a temporary war measure, the Tsarist government abolished the Pale
of Settlement. With the February 1917 Revolution, the Provisional govern-
ment conferred complete civil equality upon the Russian Jews. The re-
moval of discriminatory restrictions, coupled with the enactment in the
United States of the Johnson Emigration Act (1924), ended large-scale
Jewish emigration.

The heritage of the Ashkenazim in Aruba, whether of Eastern or
Western Europe, understandably is "imprinted' with first-hand impres-
sions of ghetto confinement, perfodic pogroms, restrictions of economic
and educational opportunities, and, above all, the ''ghetto state of
mind'' (Wirth 1928: 8).

These commonly shared experiences did not, however, provide a
unifying link for the Ashkenazim who emigrated to Aruba during the
1930s. Rather, ethnic boundedness occurred two decades after thelr
arrival; in response to economic and political pressures exerted by
the national segment, The relevance of their prior experiences In
eastern and western Europe lies in the traditional response of the Jews
to such pressures--reinstitution of group boundaries.