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Abstract

REENTRY: AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN'S AND WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES B
INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE DURING REENTRY

by

Matasha L. Harris

Adviser: Professor Gail Garfield

Numerous studies have examined the challenges of formerly incarceratshAfri
Americans during reentry. A major challenge that many encounterasiaiégy social
relationships, especially with intimate partners following periods of iecation. For many
African American men and women during reentry, intimate partner violence beeopneblem.
The majority of men and women released from prison remain under correctionaisaper
after returning to society and perpetrating intimate partner violereceiddation of conditions of
probation and parole supervision. Consequently, the inability of African American men and
women to adjust and reintegrate successfully can increase their likelihoexddfating and
returning to prison. Yet, there is little scholarship in this area, partigwanicerning the
specific causes, effects, and implications of intimate partner violence limgb@f black men
and women returning to their communities from prison. This research addresgggpth
knowledge.

A blended methodology that includes an intersectional and a comparative ahalytica
framework is utilized in this study. This research is designed to documentspegieves and
experiences of intimate partner violence by African Americans duringgérgry process. Using
grounded theoretical methods, this study explores the ways in which race, gend&ssand

intersect to structure their experiences during the process. Pattdipathis study were



recruited through the Fortune Society, a non-profit organization in Long IsigndNéw York.
In order to capture the complexities of African American men’s and woregpé&riences a
multi-method research strategy is employed, which includes the use of tweatyuailitative
face-to-face interviews with formerly incarcerated Africanekitan men and women, ten staff
interviews, and an examination of intake data from January 2008 to September 2011.

Using the theoretical orientations of restorative justice, critazad theory, and critical
race feminism, this study provides a nuanced analysis of African Amenea’s and women’s
experiences during reentry. The findings reveal that intimate partnengebccurs in the lives
of formerly incarcerated African American men and women with emotional arsicphy
violence being the two main forms of violence experienced. This study highlightsgbgance
of a theoretical understanding of African American men’s and women'’s expegiand has

direct implications for intimate partner violence prevention programs dwergry.
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INTRODUCTION
Background

Mass incarceration of prisoners has inadvertently affected many conespegpecially
African American. African American communities are affected due tomeispopulations in
the United States being disproportionately black (Hairston & Oliver, 2006), with an
overwhelming majority of them being young men. As of 2010, an estimated Adhrmmates
were incarcerated in state and federal prisons and local jails in Utsties.SDf the estimated
2.3 million, 1.6 million were serving time in state and federal prisons and AfAicgerican men
and women had the highest rate of imprisonment than any other group. Africanammales
had an imprisonment rate (3,059 per 100,000 U.S. black male residents) that was nearly 7 times
higher than white non-Hispanic males (133 per 100,000). In some respects, tharferatde
population mirrors the male inmate population. African American women wereanated at a
rate of 133 per 100,000 U.S. black female residents; an imprisonment rate neadg that of
white non-Hispanic females 47 per 100,000 (Guerino, Harrison, & Sabol, 2011). According to
Richie (2001), the ethnic profile of women in prison represents one of the most vivid example
of racial disparity in our society. By far, the majority of women who are ¢ecatred in this
country are women of color, mainly black and brown women.

These statistics place reentry to the community into sharp focusiadypiec African
American communitieddereprisoner reentry has a disparate impact because many African
American communities struggle with poverty, unemployment, high crime, iate fragile
family relations. Hundreds of thousands of African American men and womeniarengto
their communities, in large part without adequate support. In most caseqrihdse same

economically disadvantaged communities where intimate partner violehdeglore severe



and occurs most often (Hairston & Oliver, 2006). An understanding of reentry and IPV i
critical because high rates of incarceration among African Americarisiawn to have a
substantial impact on the African American community, where IPV is alsmga ooncern.

Many prisoners report a history of violence against their intimate pativige, 2002).
Yet, only two studies (Hairston & Oliver, 2006; Bobbitt, Campbell, & Tate, 2006) have
addressed the relationship between prisoner reentry and intimate parteeceidlairston and
Oliver’s (2006) study examined the experiences of intimate partner ¢drdtieeen incarcerated
and formerly incarcerated African American men and their wives origitfs. A series of focus
groups were conducted and women participants agreed that the experience of ingmtisonm
negatively influences men’s behavior as husbands and fathers after releazante e
exposure to the informal social world of prison culture influenced the incarceratésl attitude
and behavior toward women, whereby men felt their female partners were abl@atenain
faithful to them. As well, male participants reported that they were aware of incéederaen
who try to control their intimate partners while inside prison or consider violerime dn
appropriate response to infidelity.

Hairston and Oliver’s (2006) study also revealed several sources of cdrdtibbeus
group participants believed are likely to lead a man to resort to acts of viotgnstdis
intimate partner after he returns home from prison. These sources include ofimbdelity,
economic pressure and lack of household authority, displaced anger about being in prison,
unfulfilled promises, and their partners using parole as a tool to threaten p&fiidgants also
believed violence against women was justified in order to gain control in themshap.

Bobbitt, Campbell, and Tate (2006) argue that failure to address intimate pastepcei

during prisoner reentry can place victims of domestic violence in continued dangecraaden



formerly incarcerated individual’s risk of returning to prison. Their retegcluded roundtable
discussions with domestic violence advocates, corrections administratibysrstanput from
African American men and women with firsthand experience of domestic violedaeentry to
address intimate partner violence when men return from prison. Several kegeprant
challenges were identified, including institutional resistance to addgedsmestic violence,
ways to involve intimate partners, and the value of cultural competence and praggeathmh
considers race. Participants also expressed a need for training and ongomgedi@tween
criminal justice staff and domestic violence advocates and noting the vahaualimg the
perspectives of former victims.

Although intimate partner violence has been identified as an issue for formerly
incarcerated individuals during reentry, the majority of attempts to adéessyr have focused
on the other competing challenges that men and women encounter. It is well documénted tha
various resources such as housing, employment, education, and health carearactdrs in
post-incarceration success (Taylor-Greene, Polzer, & Lavin-Loucks; Pe@&silia, 2004;
Ritchie, 2001; Rose & Clear, 2001; Travis, 2005). Another major challenge that many ex
prisoners encounter is negotiating social relationships, especially viftiaiatpartners
following periods of incarceration. On many occasions during the reentry procéssedémes
a problem. Intimate partner violence can be physical, sexual, emotional, ecalnom
psychological actions or threats of actions that are detrimental toeamparson. This includes
any behavior that intimidates, manipulates, humiliates, isolates, frighetemsizes, coerces,
threatens, blames, hurts, or physically injures someone (United Statethizsypaf Justice,

2012). Little attention, however, has been given to the issue of reentriy\amy kcholars.



For many African American men and women during reentry, IPV becomepaigsae.
The majority of men and women released from prison remain under correctionaisaper
Engaging in intimate partner violence, especially physical abuse adatiom of probation
conditions and parole supervision. Intimate partner violence during reg@rgfore, has the
potential to exacerbate the difficulties and challenges experienaedry African American
men and women, in turn, further complicating reintegration effGdasequently, their inability
to adjust and reintegrate successfully into the community can inc¢hesiskkelihood of recidivating
and returning to prisoMational recidivism statistics suggests tead-thirds of released inmates
are rearrested, 47% are reconvicted, and roughly half return to prison in thgdars following
release (Langan & Levin, 2002). Many will return to prison for new crimesrotepaolations.
Recidivism is particularly high within the first year after relefnsen prison, as 44% of released
inmates will be rearrested during that period (Langan & Levin, 2002). Previenaddre has
examined the correlates of recidivism. These studies document that minianmigest who are
young and male are more likely to recidivate (Spohn & Holleran, 2002; Benedi¢t1&X9s;
Hepburn & Albonetti, 1994).

This cycle of incarceration and reentry into society carries potentiald@ouyrd and
adverse consequences for African American men and women and the communitietutiney
to. Yet, there is little scholarship in this area, particularly concerningpibeific causes, effects,
and implications of intimate partner violence in the lives of black men and wornemmgtto
their communities from prison. A deeper understanding of how race, gender, antagbe&ss s
men’s and women’s experiences of IPV during reentry is needed in order to prousiblpla
solutions to improve their reentry outcome, reduce their risk of recidivating, andhhaces of

becoming a victim. This research addresses this gap in knowledge.



Theoretical Framework

The theoretical orientations of restorative justice, critical raaayhand critical race
feminism inform this research. These theoretical frames seek tesadiifferent dimensions of
social inequalities within our society. Collectively, these three theas®st with understanding
the ways in which race, gender, and class intersect to structure Africarcammen’s and
women’s experiences of IPV during reentry and provide plausible solutions tesiddrthis
issue. Restorative justice strategies that consider the insightc#lecace theory and critical
race feminism have the potential to give voice to marginalized groupsasuormerly
incarcerated African American men and women. The intersection &f tinee theoretical
frames is utilized to help explain the meaning, nature, and challenges eflfoimearcerated
African American men’s and women’s experiences during reentry.
Restorative Justice

Restorative approaches to crime have a long history, dating back thousarais od ye
the Babylonian Code of Hammurabi (c. 1700 B.C.) which prescribed restitutiomastias for
property offenses. The Sumerian Code of Ur-Nammi (c. 2060 B.C.), also requiredioestor
offenses of violence (Wilkinson, 1997). Convicted thieves were ordered to pay double the value
of stolen goods as dictated by the Roman Law of the Twelve Tables (449 B.C.). Gdribahi
laws proclaimed by King Clovis (496 A.D.) called for restitution sanctions fdr Wotent and
nonviolent offenses while the Laws of Ethelbert (c. 600 A.D.) included detail&ditiest
schedules (Wilkinson, 1997). A decisive move away from restorative justicevagmntae
Norman Conquest of much of Europe at the end of the Dark Ages (Van Ness, 1986; Weitekamp,
1998; Wilkinson, 1997). A shift in paradigm occurred whereby crime was no longeiyael

as injurious to persons, but rather viewed as an offense against the stateritrgresime into a



felony against the King instead of a wrong caused to another person (Birtet2002).
Restitution, a component of restorative justice, is a monetary payment byeheéeofto the
victim for the harm reasonably resulting from the offense (Galaway &étydl990). In
essence, the shift in paradigm signified that restitution was no longer Hoeilped sanction.
Thereby, restorative justice, restoring the harm that has been causedas @ a crime, was
no longer considered a personal wrongdoing.

The failure of the punitive justice model, excessive use of incarceratiorigihatian of
victims, and lack of response to their needs generated support for a renevesd iimte
restorative justice (Braithwaite, 2002; Bazemore, 1999; Clear, 2006). Interestorative
justice for individual wrongdoing rekindled in the West from the establishment of an
experimental victim-offender reconciliation program in 1974 in Kitchener,r@nf@eachey,
1989). Restorative justice has been more clearly integrated into criminoltgntahg as a
result of such works as Braithwaite (1989), Zehr (1985, 1995), Umbreit (1985, 1994), and Van
Ness (1986). As a result of such work, restorative justice became the ensexgaignovement
for criminal justice reform of the 1990s (Daly & Immarigeon, 1998). The rdstenastice
movement recognized the existence of situations in which victims and offenelemaected
by their life circumstances.

Restorative justice is a philosophy that aligns the needs of the offemdkvictims, as
well as the involved community. It is a response to crime that emphasizeg) tlealwounds of
victims, offenders, and communities revealed by criminal behavior (Hanser, 2018)valiges
of restorative justice focus on healing rather than hurting, moral leag@nmgnunity
participation and community caring, respectful dialogue, and forgivenedso{Nit995).

Restorative justice involves a way of thinking about crime and its aftermathsttea Who has



been harmed? What are their needs? Whose obligations are these? (Hanser, 20i#&)v&est
justice shifts the attention toward offenders, victims, and communities with hofrestofing”
all parties involved.

Restorative justice seeks to restore the offender, victim, and the commurstgtetet of
functioning prior to the criminal act, often involving numerous persons in the community in the
reintegration of the offender. By bringing together victims, offendarsilies, and key
stakeholders in a variety of settings, restorative justice seeks to helgesffainderstand the
implications of their actions and provides an opportunity for them to become reconoebtied t
community. Thus, restorative justice considers the victims, communities, andetheéeofas
participants in the justice process (Hanser, 2010). Three key ideas suppaativesjustice: (1)
victims and community have both been affected and restoration is necessdign@grs’
obligation is to make amends with both the victim and the community and (3) healingmeeds
occur for victims as well as offenders (Zehr & Mika, 1998). Both partiesqaralg important in
the healing process to avoid recidivism if possible and restore a senssfaahe victims.

Restorative justice seeks to provide help for the offender in order to avoid further
offenses. In doing so, offenders are encouraged to take responsibility foctiogis & repair
the harm they have done (Braithwaite, 2002). Restorative justice aims to haweva popact
on offenders by confronting them with the consequences of their actions and their
responsibilities, giving them the opportunity to repair the damage caused to ittneavidthave
them work on finding a solution to their problems (Umbriet, 1994, Fattah, 1998). The most
influential text of the restorative justice tradition has been Nils @dwigt1977), which defined
the problem of criminal justice institutions as “stealing conflicts.” €fwe, restorative justice

considers crime and wrongdoings to be an offense against an individual and comatheirty r



than the State. Alternatively stated, crime is a violation of people anwmnslaps (Zehr, 1998).
As a result, restorative justice involves direct participation of victims deda#rs, and
prioritizes active involvement of the community. Communities are viewed a3 divé indirect
victims of crime; therefore, communities are viewed as responsible ska&ehim the
maintenance of social norms.

Restorative Justice & Critical Race Theory

In developing an understanding of the importance of race in restorative justice, this
research draws largely upon the theoretical framework of criticalmaoeyt There are several
basic insights associated with critical race theory. One insightimefital to this study is that
“racism is ordinary, not aberrational, normal science, the usual way sdoggybusiness, the
common, everyday experience of most people of color in this country” (DelgaddafaSte
2001, p. 7). In other words, structural racial inequalities are not aberrant, buthiathatural
order of things. Critical race theory attempts to redress social ineggiait studying and
transforming the relationship among race, racism, and power (Delgad@BaSBie, 2001) to
advance a social justice framework.

Critical race theory draws upon paradigms of intersectionality. Recagrilzat race and
racism work with and through gender, ethnicity, class, sexuality and/or nasgatams of
power, contemporary critical race theory often relies upon and investigasesintersections
(Hill-Collins, 2000). Critical race theory examines the many forms of ggoe faced by
African Americans. In essence, critical race theory provides a rich foandar understanding
the ways in which race intersect with other forms of social oppressiomttuse African
American men’s and women'’s experiences during the reentry process.pEneeial

knowledge of African Americans is appropriate, legitimate, and an integtabparalyzing and



understanding racial inequality (Delgado & Stefancic, 2001). Critical tteeory contends that
the perspectives of the oppressed individual or group must be better understood bethe larg
society. The use of narratives, therefore, contributes to the centralifyicdrAAmerican men’s
and women’s experiences by illuminating their experiences of racial ojgpreEkese stories
and narratives give a voice to a marginalized group, who in many ways hasl&eezdsi
Restorative Justice & Critical Race Feminism

In developing an understanding of the importance of gender in restorative justice, this
research draws largely upon the theoretical framework of criticalfeainism (CRF). Critical
race feminism helps explain the importance of gender during the r@eatgss. Much of the
current reentry literature overgeneralizes men’s experiences, wkechreflects the invisibility
of women in the field of criminology and criminal justice (O’Brien, 2001; Rich¥®1).
Mainstream criminology has been criticized for its lack of attention toemoamd gender
(Britton, 2000; Daly & Chesney-Lind, 1988; Smart, 1976). The reentry experience of women
remains largely understudied.

Rooted in critical legal studies, critical race feminism began as a tasment and
eventually spread to include other disciplines. As with critical race the®fy Mi&ws racism as
ordinary, not aberrational, and uses narratives to construct alternative visionseafitiye
Critical race feminism focuses on the oppressed status of women withiry f@¢ieg, 1997)
and acknowledges that women face systemic inequalities under Americtaniamst! structures
(Wing, 2003; Allen, 1997; Crenshaw, 1989). Critical race feminism provides insight into the
relationship between power and the construction of social roles, as well asdae, dagely
invisible collection of patterns and habits that make up patriarchy and other typesmditctom

(Delgado & Stefancic, 2001).



Critical race feminism places African American women at the ceatieer than in the
margins or footnotes of analysis (Crenshaw, 1989). While attacking the notion ofehagss
woman, (based on white middle class women’s experience), CRF exploresghd tivese
facing multiple discrimination on the basis of their race, gender, and classmpasisiociety. In
doing so, the ways in which race, gender, and class manifest as inequaliigty @@crevealed
(Harris, 1990). Critical race feminism seeks to explore and celebrate threddés and diversity
within women of color (Matusda, 1992). In reference to violence against women, CRFsfocuse
on the gendered and racialized aspects of such violence with hopes of developing solutions to

help women of color.

Outline of Dissertation

This dissertation is divided into five chapters and an appendix seCtiapter One:
Literature Reviewbegins with a comprehensive review of the literature on the issues of reentry
and IPV. Next a discussion of prisoner reentry and the challenges fornwtgarated men and
women encounter is discussed. Afterwards, a discussion of intimate partner vislgivesmi A
discussion of the three main restorative justice initiatives follows. Fjraailgxamination of
why restorative justice is essential and must be considered when aitetopinderstand the
complexities of reentry and IPV for African American men and women is pravidedpter
Two: Methodologybegins with a discussion of the methodological framework which includes
intersectionality and comparative analysis. Afterwards, the methods andodlattion process
are discussed. The chapter concludes with a discussion of grounded theory as a deans of

analysis.
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Chapter Three: Through the Lens of Steffgins with an overview of the staff members
included in this study. Next, a discussion of the major challenges and issues gfagentr
identified by staff members is provided. Also included is a discussion of statbengm
perspectives on how race, gender, and class shape African Americarangememen’s
experiences of intimate partner violence during reentry. The chaptéudesnevith a
discussion of organizational barriers in addressing the needs of the formentgrated clients.
Chapter Four: Demographic Profildegins with an analysis of the intake data that provides a
general profile of the men and women who sought services through the Fortung featiet
January 2008 to September 2011. Afterwards, a profile of participants’ demographics,
educational attainment, employment, criminal history, and housing arrangesmeliscussed.
A brief biographical sketch of each participant is also gi@rapter Five: Results from
Formerly Incarcerated Clients’ Interviewsegins with an overview of the organization of data.
Secondly, the major challenges and issues encountered by African American memeamd w
during reentry are discussed. In doing so, themes that emerged from eactestthare
described in great detail. Themes are presented and accompanied by rishiepretenting
participants’ experiences and perspectives. Lastly, a comparativsiamdlthe men’s and
women'’s experiences is giveRhapter Six: Conclusiqrthe last chapter, provides a summary of
the study, findings, theoretical implications, contribution to the literatum@ suggestions for

future research in this area.
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CHAPTER ONE: REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Introduction

Several scholars have highlighted the challenges of formerly incactédatean
Americans during reentry (Petersilia, 2004; Ritchie, 2001; Rose & Clear, 204s, 2005). A
major challenge that many encounter is negotiating social relapsnespecially with intimate
partners following periods of incarceration. Often times during the reemice$s intimate
partner violence (IPV) becomes a problem for men and women who seek to restdirethe
Yet there is little scholarship in this area, particularly concerningphefg causes, effects, and
implications of intimate partner violence in the lives of black men and wort@nireg to their
communities from prison. This research attempts to address this gépat knowledge.

This research is designed to document the perspectives and experiencesyof IPV b
African Americans during the reentry process. Specifically, thesares compares African
American men’s and women’s experiences of intimate partner violence theingentry
process. This study explores the ways in which race, gender, and class itwesseacture their
experiences during reentry. By comparing the experiences of Africandamenen and women
during reentry, this study provides an understanding of gender differences and thatrole
intimate partner violence plays in shaping those differences.

This chapter begins with a comprehensive review of the literature on the aseentry
and IPV. Next a discussion of prisoner reentry and the challenges fointantgerated men and
women encounter is discussed. Afterwards, a discussion of intimate partner vislgiveai A
discussion of the three main restorative justice initiatives follows. Fjraadlgxamination of
why restorative justice is essential and must be considered when aitetoptnderstand the

complexities of reentry and IPV for African American men and women isigisd.
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Prisoner Reentry and Intimate Partner Violence

Many prisoners report a history of violence against their intimate patitvéise, 2002).
Only two studies (Hairston & Oliver, 2006; Bobbitt, Campbell, & Tate, 2006) have addrtdse
relationship between prisoner reentry and intimate partner violence. Aftlmtly studies
focused on issues of intimate partner violence, neither study included fornoargarated
women. Hairston and Oliver (2006) examined the experiences of intimate gartfiat
between incarcerated and formerly incarcerated African Americarantetheir wives and
girlfriends. A series of focus groups were conducted and women participardd Htaethe
experience of imprisonment negatively influences men’s behavior as husbands asdftghe
release. For examplexposure to the informal social world of prison culture influenced the
incarcerated man’s attitude and behavior toward women, whereby men believéehtlaésr
partners were obligated to remain faithful to theds well, male participants reported that they
were aware of incarcerated men who try to control their intimate psstriele inside prison or
consider violence to be an appropriate response to infidelity. For example ppatsci
acknowledged that it was not uncommon for accusations of unfaithfulness to escalate to
harassment or even threats of violence.

The study revealed several sources of conflict that focus group partidyedieteed are
likely to lead a man to resort to acts of violence against his intimeteepafter he returns home
from prison. These sources include rumors of infidelity, economic pressure and lack of
household authority, displaced anger about being in prison, unfulfilled promises, and their
partners using parole as a tool to threaten. Male participants also belieesdeiagjainst
women was justified in order to gain control in the relationship. Similarintas (1990)

indicated that men experience significant levels of conflict with themate partner both
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during and following incarceration. She noted that the separation caused by impnscam
heighten the stress that often contributes to intimate partner violence angéhis violence is
often times a way to vent frustration.

Although Hairston and Oliver’s (2006) study is one of the few studies to examine/reentr
and domestic violence, there are several issues worth noting. First, as njthematry studies,
the sample did not include formerly incarcerated or incarcerated women. Sedoadise tof
focus groups for such a personal topic as intimate partner violence could haexdmared in
greater depth with the use of qualitative interviews. Lastly, their studyetagtentive to the
interactions of race, gender, or class in the experiences of their parcipant

Bobbitt, Campbell, and Tate (2006) argued that failure to address intimate partner
violence during prisoner reentry can place victims of domestic violence imgedtdanger and
increase the formerly incarcerated individual’s risk of returning to prisdosir fesearch
included roundtable discussions with domestic violence advocates, corrections taatorsjs
staff, and input from African American men and women with firsthand experience estom
violence and reentry to address intimate partner violence when men return §om [Beveral
key practices and challenges were identified, including institutioseita@ce to addressing
domestic violence, ways to involve intimate partners, and the value of cultural eoogpand
programming that considers race. Participants also expressed a neadifay &rad ongoing
dialogue between criminal justice staff and domestic violence advocates sngdthetvalue of
including the perspectives of former victims.

The findings from Bobbitt, Campbell, and Tate’s (2006) study provide greatehntinsig
into the challenges associated with addressing domestic violence. Althougfudyisncluded

key stakeholders and input from African American men and women who have experignce wi

14



domestic violence during reentry, the men and women represented the same indivituals tha
were involved in Hairston and Oliver’'s (2006). Therefore, similar issues existie their
methodological design.

Relatively few studies exist that address the complexities of intipaaiteer violence
during reentry. Although Hairston and Oliver (2006) and Bobbitt, Campbell, and Tate (2006)
studies acknowledged that IPV is a problem that needs to be addressedrdagherch is
needed to understand how formerly incarcerated African American men and wqreeerree
IPV during reentry. Furthermore, a deeper understanding of how race, genddasarsthape
men’s and women’s experiences of IPV during reentry is needed in order to prousiblpla
solutions to improve their reentry outcome, reduce their risk of recidivating, andhhaces of

becoming a victim.

Prisoner Reentry

Prisoner reentry, the process of managing the transition from imprisonmentrtaodgyn
reintegration has been researched extensively. There is a wealthaothebat argues the
formerly incarcerated individual’s need for social supports including hgusimgloyment,
obtaining healthcare, and medical treatment (Taylor-Greene et al., 2@@# ldstitute, 2006;
Marbley & Ferguson, 2005; Petersilia, 2004; Metraux & Culhane, 2004; Rose & Clea), 2001
Generally, men and women enter U.S. prisons with limited marketable work expefemnc
levels of educational skills, and many health-related issues rangingrfeontal health needs to
substance abuse histories (Urban Institute, 2006). When they leave prison, thesgeshaften
remain. The impact of incarceration is further compounded by their criminal tonvithe

unintended consequences associated with a criminal conviction have a direttomgatecal
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areas of life, employment, housing, public benefits, and parental rights ththmder the
ability to reintegrate successfully (Rose & Clear, 2001). More spaltyf women with criminal
records who face competing demands are arguably, in one of the worst pogiteosre
services they need, due to their community resources being seriously limitéeardiminal
record further inhibiting their access to services (Ritchie, 2001).

Finding and maintaining employment, securing housing, obtaining healthcacese
and rebuilding social networks are significant barriers to formerly iecated African American
men and women during the reentry process. In order to fully understand the myriae®tisd
challenges they encounter when returning to their communities, it is imptrtanderstand and
recognize underlying socioeconomic factors that influence their life esgor to entering the
prison system. Blacks in the United States have struggled for equalitynsmaéemployment,
housing, healthcare, and education. Seemingly this struggle tends to be a reduwlticdliace
and class discrimination (Potter, 2008). Class influences individual accespltyment,
housing, healthcare, and higher education. Specifically, the areas of needhftyfor
incarcerated include the following: employment, housing, substance abuse treh&akhtare,
and rebuilding social networks.

Employment

Disproportionately, African Americans experience high rates of socioeconomi
disparities. Poverty among African Americans is persistently high. Actpto the U. S.
Census Bureau’s 2011 Annual Social and Economic Supplement, of the 46.2 million people
living in poverty, the poverty rate for African Americans was higher thgro#rer ethnic group.
Over a quarter of African Americans (27.4%) are poor; one in four Africaarigans lives in

poverty. This is not surprising since unemployment is significantly connexctid tikelihood of
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living in poverty. The Bureau of Labor Statistics indicates the African Ameiunemployment
rate is traditionally higher than any other group. This remains true: in April 2012, the
unemployment rate for African Americans was 13% while the unemployrtenfor whites was
7.4 percent (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2012).

There is also a gender gap between African American men and women in the workforce
The unemployment rate for African American men in April 2012 was 13.7% compared to 10.1%
for African American women (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2012). AfricareAcan men and
women face severe limitations in access to the opportunity structure remalyyment.
Finding and maintaining a job is a critical dimension for success for formedycerated men
and women during the reentry process (Travis, Solomon, & Waul, 2001).

Research has shown that employment is associated with lower ratedfehderg with
higher wages being associated with lower rates of criminal ac{®ésnstein & Houston, 2000).
Finding a decent paying job can allow formerly incarcerated offendersdeesiizy overcoming
environmental challenges, such as problems of education, job training, and skills in
disenfranchised communities, to escape a life of crime and incarceratidslg&rFerguson,
2005). However, formerly incarcerated individuals face tremendous challengesimg and
maintaining legitimate job opportunities because of the low levels of educatnitedliwork
experience, and limited vocational skills (Harlow, 2003). Their criminal re@rde a major
obstacle to employment opportunities. Employers are reluctant to hire lipinuarcerated
individuals because of their criminal background and this serves as anothertbaote
placement (Holzer, Raphael, & Stoll, 2004).

The types of jobs available to formerly incarcerated individuals are norloallgaying

and highly unstable. Often they work too few hours, and therefore, do not qualify fotdenefi
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such as health insurance. As a result, many may work more than one job or remainyew®mplo
and rely on family for support (Rose & Clear, 2001). In essence, formerly eénated

individuals return to communities with limited financial resources, but mvdhy financial needs
(Rose & Clear, 2001) for which finding a job with livable work is difficult.

Finding any job poses unique challenges for both men and women. Male participants in
Hairston and Oliver’s (2006) study acknowledged that finding employment and a plaeeito |
crucial; meeting these needs is the necessary foundation for coping wothéheompeting
challenges associated with reentry. For men, the lack of a decent job carcatevgdforts to
reunite with a wife or a girlfriend, particularly if they are expected tthbgrovider. Pager
(2007) found that African American men with a felony record were “called backdl
interviews less than 5% of the time; in contrast to white males with a feldtvoyywere three
times (17%) more likely to be called back.

Housing

One of the most immediate challenges facing prisoners upon their ral¢asecure
housing. According to the National Governors Association for Best Practpmas (2004) on
the challenges and impact of prisoner reentry, at least 10% of returning riaomaomeless
both before and after incarceration. Many have plans to stay with familgeaseBal. (2006) has
shown. The majority of returning prisoners live with family members and/onatgi partners
upon release. Previous research has found that formerly incarcerated individu¢édskstable
housing are more likely to return to prison (Metraux & Culhane, 2004) as it represents an
outcome that is typically preceded by inadequate resources. Homelessmpagpksort to

illegal activities as a means of survival (Snow, Baker, & Anderson, 1989).
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Housing is an especially important issue for unmarried women with childremetrly
impossible for some to reunite with their children unless they have saféahiell®using. Laws
prohibiting persons with felony drug convictions from living in public housing for gkam
make reunification extremely difficult (Petersilia, 2003; Rubenstein & vhata2002).
Moreover, entire families may be evicted by housing authorities for the mralyément of a
single member, so families in public housing who allow a woman recently rlieaseprison
to reside with them may put the tenancy of the entire family in jeopaxhb{Rs, Martin, &
Surratt, 2009). Securing housing is an issue for men and women alike. Without stalyig,housi
men and women will have a difficult time “restoring” other aspects of tives.|
Substance Abuse

Eighty percent of the prison population has a history of substance abuse (NGA, 2004).
Correctional treatment availability for drug and alcohol problems fatig f the documented
need for treatment in general (Lurigio, 2000), and there are far fewenémgorograms
provided in women’s correctional facilities than in men’s (Anderson, 2003; Baugh, Bull, &
Cohen, 1998; Belknap, 2000; Chesney-Lind, 1997). Although some institutions may offer
substance abuse programs, only a small percentage of women who need them hate acces
them (Ritchie, 2001). Furthermore, programs offered to women tend to be transplants of
programs developed for male offenders, with little or no consideration of the spesss and
circumstances of women, especially mothers (Robbins, Martin, & Surratt, 20@d)e &d
Johnson’s (1996) study examined incarcerated women. They found that for women who
completed drug treatment, the short-term intervention provided in prison does not @gequat
prepare them to abstain from substance abuse or manage addiction once releaseuatirkte

to receive appropriate treatment once they reenter the community (Geregah, Motluk, &
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Stewart, 1999), due to lack of available programming and termination of Medicaed whil
incarcerated. Therefore, it is not surprising that substance use amondyfancacerated
individuals presents significant challenges to the reentry process.

Health

The prevalence of severe mental health as well as chronic and infectiosg @disemg
the prison population is far greater than among the general population (Natsiitatd of
Justice, 2002). According to the National Governors Association Center foraestc€s report
(2004) prisoners are two to four times more likely to be schizophrenic, depresseat, ipol
suffering from post traumatic stress disorder than the general populatiordy&am2005,
nearly three-quarters (73%) of women in state prison had mental health praidemared to
55% of men (James & Glaze, 2006) and 78% of women incarcerated have a histosyaafl phy
or sexual abuse (USDOJ, 2001) compared to 10% of men (USDOJ, 1999).

Health data indicate that race is one of the most significant predictoraltf &aed well
being. African Americans have high rates of many diseases and one otésedeswing health
risks to African Americans is HIV/AIDS. African Americans, however,racge likely to have
inadequate health insurance coverage, and more likely to use hospital emergarsgs the
usual source for medical care (The Henry Kaiser Foundation, 2007).

Two to three percent of the prison population has HIV or AIDS and the rate of state
prisoners testing positive for HIV is five to seven times greater than getieral population
(NGA, 2004). While in prison, inmates receive physical and mental health sehogesyer,
after release access to community based health care is limited @iaRoberts, & Kennedy,

2001). Additionally, incarceration disqualifies inmates from Medicaid eligytalind the process
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of restoring eligibility can take several months, interrupting accessgorgp&on drugs and
putting individuals at high risk of relapse.
Families

Rebuilding social networks is another challenge formerly incarcerateddudis
encounter. Social networks are important and play an essential role in thegsfuidcansition
from prison back into the community. Strengthening the family network and maintaining
supportive family contact can improve outcomes for both family members and psisone
(Sullivan, Mino, Nelson, & Pope, 2002). Likewise, most prisoners believe that family sigport
an important factor that can help them stay out of prison. Without social netwglese,
formerly incarcerated individuals have little social support to rely on. In sases, the
separation caused by incarceration has interfered and disrupted vital netnamnksnarriages
end during incarceration (Hairston & Oliver, 2006).

In addition to the disruption caused by incarceration, social networks suffer another
strain: formerly incarcerated men have to relearn how to be husbands and fathe& (Resr,
2001). Moreover, many fathers are released from prison and owe substantial amadufds of ¢
support (NGA, 2004). Hairston and Oliver (2006) found that relationships with children and
their mothers represent another common source of conflict for incarcerate®onee of the
conflict is attributed to the incarcerated father’s fear of the gnlft or spouse allowing another
man to be a father figure for his children. In Hairston and Oliver’s (2006y,sh&h reported
that conflict with an estranged wife or girlfriend can negatively affecs oglationship with any
children the couple may have in common.

Unique challenges exist for women as well. Nearly 80% of women in prison have

children, compared to 60% of the men in prison. Between 60-70% of these women have one or
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more children under the age of eighteen (Frost, Greene, & Pranis, 2006); howevar,aseme
often incarcerated too far from families for frequent visits, especw@llgheir children (Rose &
Clear, 2001). Most significantly, women offenders are likely to have been cligtadiats just
before their incarceration, and they anticipate resuming the careroftiidren upon release
from prison. This anticipation is not always realized (Bloom, 1993; Harm & Phillips, 2001,
Mumola, 2000; Pelisser & Jones, 2005). Therefore, reunification with children is another
challenge for incarcerated mothers returning home.

Upon release, the process of reunification between the mother and child is at dif§lcul
The legal parameters that govern the relationship make it exceptionally h#rd foother and
her children who are anticipating the reunification. In many cases, byrteere mother is
released her parental rights may have been terminated (WPA, 2003). Forstaeghtllow
parental rights to be terminated for felony offenders and eighteen statd¢enminate a parent’s
rights for long term prison confinement “which deprives the child of a normal hono life
produces negative effects on the parent-child relationships” (Buckler & Travis 2003, p. 442).
Approximately ten percent have children in foster care or in other institutionssgfa& Beck,
2006). If the child or children are not already in the care of the state, many wamenostose
their children shortly after being released due to the challenges of reestrygsobtaining
gainful employment, securing housing, or completing treatment progra®4,(2003).
Restoring these relationships, reunifying with family, and undertaking tbleseand
responsibilities upon return pose a unique set of challenges (Travis, Cincotta, & Solomon, 2003).

In summary, there is a wealth of research that argues that formerly natedce
individuals need social supports including housing, employment, obtaining healthcare, and

medical treatment. The majority of studies have focused on men’s expsrikmoey reentry
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with the exception of studies such as Richie (2001) and WPA (2003; 2008) who have focused
specifically on women’s experiences. A few studies have examined the ralgeoh shaping
experiences, such as Hairston and Oliver’s (2006) study of black men’s expgréiomestic
violence and Pager’s (2007) study examined challenges during reentry acralssategories.
Although a few studies have examined racial and gender differencesswhiftinknown,
however, is how race, gender, and class intersect to shape formerly inedréérnaan

American men’s and women'’s life chances, opportunities and experiendesylgdy, their

experiences of intimate partner violence during reentry.

Intimate Partner Violence

Domestic violence is a pattern of coercive behavior, often including physitahce;
economical, emotional, sexual, and psychological abuse; as well as isolatiats, #unel
intimidation that family members perpetrate against their intippataer and loved ones.
Intimate partner violence (IPV), a form of domestic violence, is violencenttded by a spouse,
ex-spouse, or current or former boyfriend or girlfriend (Center for Digeasgol, 2012).
Intimate partner violence can be physical, sexual, emotional, economic, bologycal actions
or threats of actions that jeopardize another personhood. This includes any behavior that
intimidates, manipulates, humiliates, isolates, frightens, terrorizes esp#nceatens, blames, or
physically injures someone (United States Department of Justice, 2012).

Intimate partner violence is a serious problem in America and occurs dratargsexual
and same-sex couples alike. Both men and women are victims of intimate pargwce;iol
however, the majority of all intimate partner violence in the U.S. is perptigtenen against

women. According to estimates from the National Crime Victimize®iorvey, approximately
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700, 000 victimizations by intimate partners in 2006, about 73% were against women and the
remaining 27% involved violence against men (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 288€). & the
National Violence Against Women Survey, an estimated 5.3 million IPV vizaithoins occur
among U.S. women ages 18 and older each year. This violence results in nearlyfioro mil
injures, more than 550,000 of which require medical attention (CDC, 2003). Studies show that
women are at greater risk of being harmed by an intimate partner tlaastiaynger (Tjaden &
Thoennes, 1998).

Although there appears to be a general understanding that IPV is a sesldampfew
seem to agree on the magnitude of the problem (CDC, 2003). Tjaden & Thoennes (2000) argue
that the magnitude of IPV is underestimated due to unreported incidéRts ®hus, it is
believed that available data greatly underestimate the true magnitudgoaftthean; however, it
is also argued that the magnitude of the problem is exaggerated. This is in parthdu@dck of
consensus about terminology, methodology, gaps in data collection, victims’ reuttiaeport
victimization, the repetitive nature of IPV, and survey limitations (CDC, 206e& chers
continue to be limited by insufficient data concerning the incidence and preyaleintimate
partner violence. The lack of consistent information about the incidence and prewdlence
intimate partner violence limits our ability to understand and respond to the problente Diespi
disagreement and lack of consistent information, what we do know is sufficient ferconc
Race Matters

Intimate partner violence occurs regardless of education, income levebgragkey and
is an issue that effects many racial, ethnic, and cultural groups (®@ezRi&traus, 1990;

Campbell & Soeken, 1999), yet there are statistics related to Africancame that cannot be

ignored (Bent-Goodley, 2005). In comparison with other racial, ethnic, and cultural groups,
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African Americans are more likely to be killed or to sustain serious injurguse of intimate
partner violence (Fagan, 1996; Rennison & Welchans, 2002). Although controversiaampir
evidence suggests that the most severe and lethal domestic violence occurs tspatglgr
among low-income women of color, and particularly African American women @Befas$-0x,
2004; Raphael, 2000; Rennison & Planty, 2003). Conversely, several studies (Hampton et al,
1998; Rennison & Planty, 2005) have found that when socioeconomic factors are controlled,
racial and ethnic differences in the rate of intimate partner violergpelyagisappear. As
Sokoloff and Dupont (2005) assert, this finding suggests that one of the under|giowsréa
the greater level of intimate partner violence among African Amerisamst attributable to
racial and cultural factors, but to high levels of poverty in African Amerazanmunities.
Women who experience the highest rates of non-lethal partner violence asnAmerican
women between the ages of 16-24, who live in rental housing, and in urban areas (Campbell,
2003). This demographic profile parallels that of African American maléshighest rates of
incarceration (Rose & Clear, 2003).

Intimate partner violence has been found to be more prevalent among Africaicakmer
families (Tjaden & Thoennes, 2000) and the threat of intimate partner violenceaslpdyt
dire within the African American community (Hairston & Oliver, 200&frfcan Americans are
more likely than members of other racial groups to be involved in domestic homicides
characterized by a reciprocal pattern of abuse (Hairston & Oliver, 208@)\eértheless, African
Americans resist requesting support from formal systems of care, suehcasrimal justice and
social service systems (Bent-Goodley, 2001, 2003; Joseph, 1997; West, 1999; Garfield, 2005).
Because of racial loyalty, “African American women may withstand ahndenake a conscious

self-sacrifice for what she perceives as the greater good of the comnbuito her own
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physical, psychological, and spiritual detriment” (Bent-Goodley, 2001, p. 323). Thessienc
abuse is substantiated on the basis of the need to protect African Americaoménrtiner
discriminatory treatment and to not feed into negative stereotypes abounAdrnoericans
(Bent-Goodley, 2003). As Garfield (2005) acknowledges, African American women'’s
perceptions of violence may differ from mainstream definitions. Gaifffoeidd that physical
aggression was not always viewed as violence. Nevertheless, African Amexteamore likely
to be arrested, prosecuted, and incarcerated because of domestic violence (RBéhie

Roberts, 1994).

Restorative Justice Initiatives

For the last 30 years, restorative justice has been a relatively quiet vifiee in
background. It is only within the last decade or so that the ideas of restoraiine faste begun
to resonate with the general public (Clear, 2006). Today, the concept of restustice draws
considerable attention. There are many examples of successful and postitinagive programs.
Based on the principles and elements of restorative justice, severahvistiaéive been
developed and aligned with restorative justice philosophy. Restorativeejustiatives engage
those who are harmed, wrongdoers, and their affected communities in searchaisthat
promote repairing, reconciliation, and the rebuilding of relationshipstfBvaite, 2002).
Restorative justice seeks to build partnerships to reestablish mutual rbgpy i
constructive responses to wrongdoing within communities. Restorative justkseasbalanced
approach to the needs of the victim, offender, and community through processes ¢nae¢ phes

safety and dignity of all.
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Restorative justice programs may be initiated at any point in the crijusiale system,
by police, courts, corrections, or during parole. A variety of interactiaéegies have been
employed; however, models of restorative justice can be grouped into thigariestevictim-
offender mediation, conferencing, and circles (Bazemore & Umbriet, 1995&Adika, 1998;
Fattah, 1998). All of these strategies give victims of crime a more pronmoient the process
of deciding what penalty should be constructed in order to meet the aims oftresjastice
(Clear, 2006).

Victim-Offender Mediation

In victim-offender mediation programs, schemes, the offender meets witlctine to
discuss the offense and ways in which the harm can be repaired. The victim has the ¢pportuni
to ask questions of the offender and to describe how they have been affected by¢hé ifoel
mediation can also include family members of the offender (Bazemore, 20@5n&&z&
Umbreit, 2001; Umbriet, 1994).

Sentencing Circles

In sentencing circles, the offender must be held accountable, the offender mibsstogive
in the way prescribed by the victim to make amends, and the offender must give I&ck to t
community. The community is accountable to the victim by assisting and enfarging
reparations agreed upon by the victim and the offender by helping the person avoittiogmmi
any more crime. Sentencing circles are community based practices wireralircle agrees on
an acceptable restoration. The offenders have to restore the cost, or providensbofie ki
compensation. The circle has regular meetings to discuss the progressjesyaisd ultimately

attempt to restore justice (Stuart, 1996).

27



Family group conferencing

Family group conferencing involves a wider circle of participants thameatiender
mediation, adding people connected to the primary parties such as family,,faedds
professionals. Family group conferences are aimed primarily at yafterglers and help engage
family and friends of the victim and the offender in a dialogue in order to find thevags of
dealing with criminal behavior (Maxwell & Morris, 1993; Umbreit & Zehr, 1996).
Limitations/Criticisms

Despite the progress that has been made, restorative justice is not erempiticism.
Critical, yet constructive research has also been offered by Wal@@@@), Daly (2003), and
Sherman (2000). Evaluations of restorative justice programs are mixed. Ps@gremas victim-
offender mediation generally increase both victim and offender satisfadgtiothe process
(Latimer, Dowden, & Muise, 2001; Umbriet, Bradshaw, & Coates, 1999). While casgaows
that victims benefit from restorative justice, it must be acknowledged thatévalresearch has
focused primarily on meditation programs (Walgrave, 1993; Fattah, 1998; Miers, 2001).

Others contend that victims are not the central focus in the very programs designe
give them a bigger role (Marshall & Merry, 1990; Dignan, 2003). Whether the chosen method is
mediation, family conferences, or some other practice, too many victimdeayateel to the role
of facilitator or are used as a pretext for pursuing an educational initiatieéfenders (Roberts
& Roach, 2003; Daly, 2003). Victims are sometimes not involved because they were eat invit
or could not be reached (Dignan, 2003). Critics point out that restorative programimmteis,
due to the voluntary participation from victims, offenders, and the community. Inyartin

many offenses, the victim may have no interest. Others argue thaatigstpractices might
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divert money away from rehabilitation programs that have a better gectdrof success in
reducing recidivism.

Using restorative justice programs in cases of violent crime is also anT$supublic
and victims generally support the restorative justice model (Bazemore, 1998 ety
reluctant to accept restorative justice in cases of serious violent ¢fRaeges, 1989; Roberts,
2002). Feminists and women'’s anti-violence advocates have been criticalsétbk
restorative justice (Cameron, 2006). Feminist critiques of restorativegdistius mainly on
intimate partner violence and have raised valid concerns with restoratice jughese
particular cases. Zehr (2003) argues that domestic violence is probablgghproblematic area
of application. Likewise, Acorn (2004) argues that in emphasizing forgivendss a
reconciliation, restorative justice would be inappropriate in cases of seslesdog and is
contradictory to vindicating a victim’s suffering. In situations where thend#eis repeatedly
violent or the relationship with the victim is characterized by domination, tyranny
manipulation, criminal victimization means a loss of power or affirmationalaof power
(Hudson, 2003). For those reasons, feminists, women’s anti violence advocates, and victi
support groups resist and criticize the use of restorative justice psagram

Critics typically emphasize power imbalances, victim safety, and the @btentre-
victimization in an informal process (Stubbs, 2007; Daly & Stubbs, 2006; Coker, 2002, &tran
Braithwaite, 2002). In cases of violence against women, their stance evokegsagiposition
considering the risk of guarding that type of crime behind closed doors, thecedgsing
existing power imbalances. Feminists argue that gendered power icdsatmiween the

survivor and the abuser, cultural and economic factors that exacerbate the subordfnat
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women, and administrative shortcomings that jeopardize the safety of survivaskeote
(Cameron, 2006).

Restorative justice is a social movement that has been very influentiaérbius
restorative justice practices are implemented in countries such aslidu§tesnada, New
Zealand, and the United States. Despite increased attention given toixesjoséite,
considerable debate has surfaced regarding the applicability of nestquatice to cases
involving intimate partner violence. Feminists and women’s anti-violence advacates
concerned that as an informal process, restorative justice mayagza male intimate violence

after decades of feminist activism to make it a public issue.

Restorative Justice and Reentry

Restorative justice is a philosophy that acknowledges that the offendisrtodze
“restored” when returning to the community. As such, prisoner reentry, the proceasaxjing
the transition from incarceration to the community, recognizes that thechalenges that
formerly incarcerated individuals encounter. In order to start rebuildingjrc@spects of their
lives have to be rekindled, such as intimate partner relationships. The goatgnyfaes
aligned with the basic elements and philosophical underpinnings of restouatice.jReentry
seeks to maximize offender readiness for release from prison; mamtdaildlial success in the
community once the offender is released from prison, and protect and support the conamunity t
which the individual returns. One of the goals of reentry and restorative jissticprevent re-
offending and deter other potential crimes (Braithwaite, 1999).

Implicit in restorative justice philosophy is the idea that one important purpdise of

criminal sanction is reintegrating the offender into the community followirig alseeptance of
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personal responsibility for the harm done to the victim and community (Travis, 2000). A
restorative justice approach represents significant new processiedifomg the terms of
reentry, where the negotiation of relationships among the parties dffgcthe crime results in
a new contract. The victim, the family, and the offender have a direct roleatiate the
contract and consequently an interest in its enforcement (Travis, 2000). Anamport
characteristic of restorative justice is the idea of discussion, dialagli@egotiation between
the parties involved and affected by a given crime (Daly, 1999)

Complexities of Reentry & IPV: Race, Class, & Gender

Since slavery in the United States, race has been a determining factdinggar
opportunities for people of African descent and is central to understanding black men and
women'’s experiences. Historically, African Americans have been dis@aied against based
primarily on the color of their skin. Race has a complex impact on black men and’'somen
sense of self, experiences, and life chances. Their lives are shaped bgaan order to
examine their reentry experiences, it is critical to understand the meandrige significance of
race. Race structures the opportunities, resources, and power for somed¢Ar&eétill-Collins,
2006) and remains the foundation for systems of power and inequality. Race continues to
structure our society in ways that value some lives more than others.

Race is important in any attempt to understand the complexities of reenti\addé to
African Americans being disproportionately incarcerated in the U.S. andespireg a larger
number of formerly incarcerated individuals reentering society eachRug#nermore, statistics
demonstrate that the profile of men and women incarcerated who are subsequeaggdrel
parallels the profile of couples who experience more lethal and severe folftA& oAfrican

Americans are more likely to be killed or to sustain serious injury bechusttmate partner
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violence as Fagan (1996) and Rennison and Welchans (2000) have shown. Therefore, it is
important to understand the role race plays in shaping reentry experiences.

Class is also pertinent to understanding the complexities of reentri?¥ntike race,
class shapes black men and women’s opportunities, resources, and life chanasihaeket
their access to employment, healthcare, education, and housing. Black men andneoniba f
lower class lack the necessary resources, networks, and social capiaiuliaincrease their
chances of reintegrating successfully. Their lives are shaped bynlhss order to understand
their reentry experiences, it is critical to understand the significaioelonging to a
marginalized group and how that influences men and women reentry experiences.

As such, the overwhelming majority of individuals incarcerated in the U.S. ardhHeom
lower class. The criminal justice system in general and the prisons ugarhave historically
served as the principal arena for responding to the crimes of the lower ctass (¥099).
African Americans are disproportionately poor and crime victims also dispiaetely
represent the lower classes (Barak, Flavin, & Leighton, 2001).

Marc Mauer states:

When we speak about race and the criminal justice system, we are often Isofact a

talking about class. How to untangle these overlapping effects is a complex prioblem

one that is critical to understanding the status of African Americans andrttieatr

justice system (Mauer, 1999, p. 162).

Gender is also pertinent to understanding the complexities of reentry\an@dRder
represents one of the major social statuses that determine the life obfandegduals. Like
race and class, gender influences one’s access to property, power, and jmebggdnited
States, many females are subjected to inequality based mainly af afrea being born into

the female group, therefore men and women'’s lives are shaped by genderr&ming gender
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influences men and women’s opportunities and access to programs and services. More
specifically, for women the resources and services available to addressithee needs are
limited due in part to difference in men and women patterns of criminal offending.

In the criminal justice systermen and women are differentially affected by
imprisonment and ultimately, reentry as well. There are clear genteredies in criminal
involvement. Men represent (93%) of the incarcerated population, while women regezsamt
percent (DeLisi & Conis, 2013). Therefore, attention to gender identity asdibflo@nce on
both behavior and opportunity must be incorporated into an understanding of what the men and
women released from prison need to successfully reintegrate in theirc@uialunities upon
release (Richie, 2001).

Due to the large number of men incarcerated within U.S. prisons, little tocendi@tthas
been focused on women. The majority of studies conducted have focused extensively on me
and the challenges such as employment, housing, and healthcare that men encaiustiamn &1
Oliver, 2006; Taylor-Greene et al., 2007; Visher & Travis, 2003; Solomon & Waul, 2001).
Research however is limited in regards to the challenges women face eeniry with the
exception of a few studies (Richie, 2001; WPA, 2008). Yet still, researchhefflirhited in the
area of reentry and IPV, with the exception of a few studies (Hairstonv&r@006; Bobbitt,
Campbell, & Tate, 2006). It is known that violence affects men and women differEimdly
majority of intimate partner violence in the U.S. is perpetrated by men agaimsn as the
Bureau of Justice Statistics (2006) has shown. It is crucial that gend&ebedanto the
equation when discussing or attempting to understand the complexities of reentryraatdi

partner violence.
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In actuality, race, gender, and class impact one’s life chances. Morkcgfigcrace,
gender, and class can limit or serve as a catalyst to opportunities affmrddividuals. In the
United States, women are treated differently from men. This is the sarety sath a rich
history of racial inequality towards African Americans. In light of thig, dpportunities for
African American men and women who are returning to their communities arediatibest.
Many faced obstacles or had limited economic opportunities prior to theiy fedbmviction and
are further alienated and ostracized after returning home with a convidaoy. African
American men and women return to communities that are already struggimigigh
unemployment rates, poverty, and a general lack of resources. In the absesoekes and
economic opportunities, they may become frustrated and ultimately someverayesort to
violence towards the men and women who are “dearest” to them, their intimatr part

Many formerly incarcerated individuals, including African American nrehvaomen,
have extensive criminal histories and their backgrounds are often difficult tmme(®elisi &
Conis, 2010). During reentry the men and women come face to face with realityhelien t
attempt to reconcile their lives. For some, they return home with high hopes and texmpetba
rebuild their lives. They realize that their conviction plays a part in tHeengas they face and
for many, they realize their race and gender structure their experasogs].

Although many desire to become productive, law-abiding citizens, in rebkty are not
afforded the same economic opportunities as a result of the negative peesenty perceptions
associated with being a criminal-black-man or a criminal-blackyan (Rome, 2004). Black
men and women understand the importanceestoring” their lives, finding employment,
securing housing, reuniting with children, and how central these factorstarereentry

process. In doing so, they recognize how race, gender, and class shape theimoespelRecent
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research acknowledges that race, gender, and class play a significanteelgry challenges.
As Pager (2007) has found race plays a significant part in economic opportunifiéscian
American men. This finding is important and suggests that something moretmalyse
happening in the lives of black men to explain the lack of opportunities afforded ¢arAfri
American men.

Many African American women face similar challenges to African Acae men during
the reentry process. Finding employment and securing housing are chaltengasy formerly
incarcerated individuals reentering society and many women lackpbers that researchers
have acknowledged play a crucial role in reintegration. Social networks ardantord play
an essential role in formerly incarcerated individuals’ successfultitanfiom prison back into
the community. Research has also found that strengthening the family netaariasntaining
supportive family contact can improve outcomes for both family members and psisone
(Sullivan et al., 2002). Likewise, most formerly incarcerated women beliewv&athaial support
is an important factor in helping them stay out of prismwever, for many African American
women, family ties have been severed as a result of the criminal belhavier.absence of
support and love from family, some women endure or tolerate men who are not so loving. As
well, many African American women with previous experiences of inérpattner violence at
the hands of men are not passive victims. They may reciprocate such vialeshéer some,
become the perpetrators of such violence.

When faced with intimate partner violence and difficulties with reentryynmdmcan
Americans become frustrated and seek alternative ways to expredsuiteation. As a socially
marginalized group, African American men and women are stigmatizedatdd, and

scrutinized by society. Even though many formerly incarcerated individaaésserved their
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time and hope to restore their lives and reintegrate successfully back intespeitive
communities, some will never have a “clean start.” They carry with thernonstant reminder
of being a convicted felon, a label that continues to follow them.

In essence, many African American men and women who make great effestote r
their lives are bombarded on different levels with not only the challengesatssl with reentry,
but also with forms of social oppression. Race, gender, and class factor into thepemeass
and have specific implications for African Americans who are involved in irdingdationships
and are trying to restore their lives. Many are at a crossroad, whashygender, and class
intersect and impact their opportunities, which ultimately, has the potentiagatively impact
their intimate relationships. They experience what it is like to be pcaek-binen and women
and how those statuses intersect to shape their experiences of violence dotiggTees, the
impact of incarceration and reentry on African American men, women, and tharAfr
American community is complex.

Victims: Intimate Partners

Restorative justice initiatives outline an approach to criminal behavioatkaowledges
the victim. They suggest that the justice system can be reformed to give™ «o#frican
American men and women, who in many instances have been both the victim and offender
victims of intimate partner violence, African Americans’ shame and stgysaent their access
to assistance and often their willingness to be involved in a therapeutic oriveparatess.
African Americans resist requesting support from formal systemg®f sach as the criminal
justice and social service systems (Bent-Goodley, 2001, 2003; Joseph, 1997; West, 1999;
Garfield, 2005). Due to racial loyalty, “African American women maystdand abuse and

make a conscious self-sacrifice for what she perceives as the g@adesf the community, but
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to her own physical, psychological, and spiritual detriment” (Bent-Goodley, 2001, p. 323).
Rather than share their stories, African American women shield them$eaeany form of
public disclosure. For that reason, it is necessary that African Americaemioe approached
with sensitivity and respect. With intimate partner violence, victirasiarquely vulnerable to
their intimate partner, the offender. Which approach, measures and techniqueswiiilhot
work with respect to their own safety should be considered.

The voices of the victims should be heard and they should be given a role in the process.
The voice of the victim is essential to efforts that hold the offender accoenitalsbses of IPV,
the victim may have vital information about the offender’s past, present, and @dbehtavior,
therefore, victims’ comments and insights may potentially shed light towardssiual strategies
to manage offenders in the community. An important fact that must be recognizeatin ree
initiatives is that most offenders know their victims. Crime is often highiggpal and as with
IPV it is always someone they know.
The Community: Disenfranchised

Communities should be able to provide offenders with the opportunity to show remorse,
be held accountable, and live productive crime free lives. However, communitiesctiae
high volumes of returning prisoners, as with many African American comngjratie
characterized by social and economic disadvantage, including high levels of unmeemloy
poverty, and high crime rates (Delisi & Conis 2010). In essence, manpifimerican men
and women are returning to communities with limited resources that are umabdeite
adequate resources to their residents, and are not in a position to assist or laeldregsie

needs of formerly incarcerated men and women. Many offenders fromdablyooppressed
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minority communities rife with crime, poverty, and unemployment are tHeesseictims of
historical inequalities (Conners, 2003).

Furthermore, Clear (2006) acknowledges that trying to restore individbhalbave
committed crimes to pre-crime levels when they reside in communities depfibasic social
infrastructure is unreasonable. Similarly, McCold (1996) challenges tbenaaeness of
successfully reintegrating an offender into a crime ridden communitpaslactive and law
abiding member of society without addressing the existing social strudtueesritical to
recognize this dilemma when trying to develop strategies of restoratextremely

disadvantaged communities.

Significance
This research compares African American men and women'’s experiennémate

partner violence during the reentry process. It explores the ways in ab&hgender, and class

intersects to structure their experiences during that process. Tiseatten of race, gender, and

class is useful as an analytical tool to aid in understanding the similastigsll as differences
in their reentry experiences. This research is designed to document the pers@ecti
experiences of intimate partner violence by African Americans duringeémdry process.

Four research questions guided this study:

1. What are the socioeconomic experiences of African American men and women during

the reentry process?
2. How are their experiences similar and different?
3. What role does intimate partner violence play during the reentry process?

4. How are African American men and women’s experiences similar and different
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By comparing the experiences of African American men and women during rehrgry
study provides an understanding of the gender differences, and the role thaeipanar
violence plays in shaping those differences and similarities. Intimateeparblence occurs
regardless of education, income level, or geography and is an issue thatadlffacial, ethnic,
and cultural groups (Cazenave & Straus, 1990; Campbell & Soeken, 1999), yet thenegperie
related to African Americans cannot be ignored (Bent-Goodley, 2005). The natotienate
partner violence among formerly incarcerated African American men an@mvisnanknown

and that is why further research is needed.

Summary

Every year in this country hundreds of thousands of African American men and women
are released from prison back into their respective communities. Marsieasad into
communities that are already overburdened with issues of unemployment, highates)
poverty, and limited resources. Not only are they returning to communitiegwitid
resources, they are also confronting inequalities as a result of theigeacer, and class. When
examining the lives of formerly incarcerated African American men and wame their
experiences of intimate partner violence during reentry, the intergeote of race, gender, and
class must be addressed. The next chapter includes a discussion of the methbdologica

framework, research design, and methods utilized in the study.
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CHAPTER TWO: RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY
Introduction
This chapter begins with a discussion of the methodological framework which includes
intersectionality and comparative analysis. The methods and data oaolleaicess are then
discussed. The chapter concludes with a discussion of grounded theory as a means of data

analysis.

Intersectionality

A blended methodology that includes an intersectional and a comparative ahalytica
framework was utilized in this study. The concept of intersectionality,fint®duced by
Kimberle Crenshaw (1991, 1993) is a tool for analyzing how various socially and kkyltura
constructed categories intertwine. Cultural patterns of oppression are not eniglated, but
are bound together and influenced by the intersectional systems of oppressionraaeh as
gender, and class (Hill-Collins, 2000). Intersectionality is utilized asiaad® gain a better
understanding of the various ways in which race, gender, and class intersepettosinarly
incarcerated individual's experiences of violence during the reentry grdtean be argued that
many of the experiences faced by formerly incarcerated offercdenot be fully understood by
focusing solely on race, only at gender, or class, but rather anallesgytocial factors
simultaneously in order to get a fuller understanding of their lived experience

As such, a focus on the intersections of race, gender, and class only highlights the need
to account for multiple grounds of identity when considering how social and cultpexiences
are constructed (Crenshaw, 1991). Each individual has multiple identities anderfsties

that affect and shape their experiences. The interaction of charartesisth as race and gender
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provides each individual a perspective that influences how they view and experienoédhe w
At any given moment, race, gender, and class may feel more salientrongfiglan a given
person’s life, but however are overlapping and cumulative in their effect in {eeepferiences
(Anderson & Hill-Collins, 1998, p.3). Intersectionality provides a framework tomaa
interrelating characteristics that requires more than simply parigrseparate analyses of race,
gender, and class to understand the nature of one’s experiences. Focusing on hod race

gender frame the experiences of men and women creates opportunities fgr inquir

Comparative Analysis

Additionally, it is not only important to understand how race and gestubgre African
American men and women'’s experiences during reentry, but also to understand teeadiffers
well as similarities of their experiences during the mgeptocess. As a result, a comparative
analysis is utilized. According to Ragin (1987), qualitative comparatnalysis is well suited
for addressing questions about outcomes resulting from multiple camelctural causes where
different conditions combine in different and sometimes contradictaggwo produce the same
or similar outcomes. The focus is on comparing cases, which xamireed in whole, as
combinations of characteristics. The process of comparative arthigie$ore allows researchers
to continuously reshape and refine themes (Straus & Corbin, 1990). Cdugamaalysis
strengthens the methodology by providing a tool to analyze therehifes and similarities,
especially of gender during the reentry process. A comparatedysis of the formerly
incarcerated African American men and women’s experiencesavakicted by comparing and

contrasting themes that emerged from the data to see what simikamndiesfferences existed.
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Population and Sample

Participants in this study were recruited from the Fortune Society, probn-
organization in Long Island City, New York. According to their mission stat¢nthe Fortune
Society is dedicated to strengthening the fabric of communities by promotogssful prisoner
reentry and alternatives to incarceration. The Fortune Society providdb@plef services
such as: housing, education, counseling, and other life-skills training to a historical
underserved population, helping them become contributing members of society. Annually,
Fortune serves approximately 3,000 men and women via three New York City atéeankc
This organization was selected not only because of their prisoner reentry pragraemaces,
but also due to their willingness to provide access to study participantesadtaf current
affiliation with the John Jay College of Criminal Justice community.

In order to capture the complexities of the men and women’s experiencesi-a mult
method research strategy was employed which included the use of 29 qualitait@ face
interviews with formerly incarcerated African American men and womarstsdf interviews,
and an examination of intake data from January 2008 to September 2011. Qualitativ@natervi
were conducted with ten staff members to gain a better understanding petispective of
intimate partner violence and the institutional response during reentry. Batho&dktia were
triangulated to provide insights of the relationship between reentry and IPMus&lod multiple
methods provides a means to triangulate data which is a common strategy tbilincrease

confidence in the validity and reliability of qualitative analyses (Marsh&bssman, 1989).
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Recruitment Process

To participate in the study, staff members were required to have worlketlydwith or
have knowledge of the experiences of formerly incarcerated individuals at Fortdascrption
of the study was presented verbally to senior staff to gain access to Hreheste. A list
containing contact information such as phone numbers and email addresses of emydgyee
provided to the researcher. Letters were mailed and phone calls wereorpatiential subjects
to inform them of the study. Formerly incarcerated subjects were requiredaio &eult, self-
identified as Black/African American male and females, served timesamprand have/had
been involved in a significant intimate relationship since release.

Several steps were utilized to recruit the formerly incarceratedafsffAmerican
participants. Flyers were posted and distributed throughout the researaff@iteation about
the research study was disseminated to potential subjects instructing thertath the
researcher if they were interested in the study. Staff members la@igsked to spread the
word about the study. After subjects agreed to participate in the study a datee@nas set to
conduct the interview. Fortune Society provided private office space; theratarethe

interviews were conducted at the research site.

Confidentiality
This study was strictly voluntary and adhered to John Jay College’s lostalReview
Board (IRB) standards and procedures for human subjects. Subjects were avthey ttauld
discontinue participation at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to whishibfect is
otherwise entitled. After agreeing to participate in the study, an intbomesent form was

explained and signed as mandated by the IRB protocol. Participants were ¢gheocmjey of the
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consent form and twenty-five dollars for their participation. Participants gigen pseudonyms

to ensure confidentiality. Records identifying the subject will remainaemtal.

I. Staff Interviews

All of the interviews with staff were recorded using a digital voicener. The
interviews lasted between sixty and ninety minutes. The interview guide in Appemdis
designed to gain insight into staff members’ perceptions of formerly inatedendividual’s
experiences relating to reentry and intimate partner violence and insiiutesponse to their
needs. The objective in using an in-depth interview technique was to provide resporiithents w
wide latitude in describing their perceptions of the challenges faced bgrgrimcarcerated
African American men and women as they transitioned from prison to the community.

Ten staff members were interviewed to learn from those who are intinratelyed in
the management and delivery of essential services for formerly indactérdividuals about the
pressing and important issues of prisoner reentry. Staff members held p@stejeb
developer, job readiness trainer, program assistant, family service wattameéy service
counselor, social worker/clinical supervisor, employment coordinator, and graziglispe
Interviews included questions such as: Do African American men and women eg@erie
intimate partner violence differently during the reentry process? Do youalsamese if violence
is occurring in the lives of formerly incarcerated African American nmelhveomen? Staff
interviews were conducted in the staff member’s office or a private rotm atsearch site. The
interviews were semi-structured, with open-ended questions that allowed for pittendata
was later transcribed for detailed qualitative analysis. Detailed@ition was provided from

the staff member’s perspective of the experiences that formerkg@raged African American
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men and women have in prison, the challenges they face once released, anfgehemaes of
intimate partner violence.

When the interview was complete, participants were asked, if they weoedact a
study such as this one, what questions would they of ask clients. During this timye, ma
provided at least two questions that should be considered. Half of the staff memtsers w
formerly incarcerated; therefore, the conversations provided them with theuwptyaid think
about their lives, reflect on where they have been, and consider their future.efhieuws
resulted in a rich contextual examination of the viewpoints of several stafbens and from a

formerly incarcerated person’s viewpoint.

Il. Formerly Incarcerated Clients’ Interviews

The interviews with the formerly incarcerated were also semi-stractuth open-ended
guestions that allowed for probing. The participants were first asked to dithecadout
themselves and their childhood experiences followed by questions about their atearcer
experiences. Participants provided detailed information about a typical dagan,@veryday
violence, and role of race and gender in their experiences. Questions were asked about the
impact incarceration had on their own lives and how imprisonment affectedmshaps with
their families, friends, and intimate partners. Participants wepeaalsed about their reentry
experiences and whether or not they believed their race or gender shapexi@ences.
Specific questions were then asked about the nature of their intimate relatioQsl@pgons
were posed regarding the length of their relationship, the individual they were agdrad b

involved with, and whether or not the process of reentry created a source aft conffieir
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relationship. Participants were also asked if they had perpetrated violdmsenoa victim of
IPV since release. The interview guide appears in Appendix B.

When the interview was complete, participants were asked to share their shalognt
the interview. During this time, many stated that the interview was therap@d helpful. The
interview provided participants with the opportunity to think about their lives, reflecherew
they have been, and consider what direction they wanted to go in the future. The in-depth
interviews resulted in a rich contextual examination of the formerlydecated experiences
while in prison, the reintegration challenges they faced once releasetiearekperiences of
intimate partner violence during reentry. The interviews provided a unique opportunity to
examine the context, circumstances, and events of their lives.

However, capturing detailed facets about formerly incarcerated men and wsomen’
personal lives is not always simple. There are various reasons why fommearigerated
individuals may be guarded about discussing the nature of their experiences\atnesact
including attempts to avoid shame and embarrassment, guilt, or even incriminatgois. Thi
especially relevant given that throughout the course of the interview, partgipare asked to
disclose rather private information about them. In order to build trust, fatgiliand rapport the
interview began with rather innocuous questions such as demographic inforrabaed by
more sensitive questions about intimate partner violence. Participants wengethfibvat this
was a learning process and the objective was to learn from it. This provided tiheansense of
empowerment in the research process as it allowed them the opportunity to bentidsrdea
their perspectives taken seriously.

Eliminating the actual influence of the researcher is nearly impossiblefore the goal

of the study was not to eliminate this influence, but to understand it and use it producheely. T
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researcher acknowledges the benefits as well as the limitations of leimgttument of use for
this study. The researcher’s racial background, age, and doctoral trainifitedehe project in
the ability to relate to the formerly incarcerated clients based orn sauiéarities, age cohort
familiarity, and being able to interview participants with an understanditigeakentry process.
On the other hand, as a college educated, law-abiding African American wonewasesn
understanding of how these factors could be potential obstacles in similarsathgsbenefits.
The life experiences of the researcher have shaped the lens for vi@ntaig situations,
problems, and phenomena.

At the end of the interview, most of the men and women acknowledged that they felt
comfortable speaking with the researcher and had a positive feeling aonggheir
experiences. Conversely, many of the women who were mothers, felt unaimefovith
guestions pertaining to their relationship with their children. As such, many wbthen
refrained from discussing details about their relationships or lack thergoélbdy due to the
professional nature of the researcher. A few of the interviews were veryaaidtr the
participant and the researcher. In one particular case, the participantryvasegional when
discussing his childhood. The researcher had to stop the interview to allow the partecpan
control of his feelings. In a separate incident, the participant’s accourd ofitiie associated
with her last conviction was very overwhelming for the researcher. Asil, tbe researcher

cancelled other interviews arranged for that day.

[1l. Intake Data

The Fortune Society provided access to intake data from January 2008 to September

2011, which was used to provide further statistical information that helps to cohzextha
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gualitative component of the research. The intake data included: age, gerajdrouasing,
parental status, educational attainment, number of felonies, substance abussntahbdealth

statuses of the clientele.

Analysis of Data: Grounded Theory

The goal of understanding phenomena from the point of view of the participants and their
particular social and institutional context is largely lost when textualatatquantified
(Maxwell, 1996). Therefore, grounded theory, a qualitative approach is utdizadléct, code,
and analyze common themes present within individual accounts of their experiences and
perceptions of intimate partner violence during reentry. With grounded theofgctiseof the
analysis is organizing ideas and generating theory, rather than cglléatato test existing
theories (Glaser & Strauss, 1967).

The discovery of theory from data provides relevant predictions, explanations, and
interpretations (Glaser & Strauss, 1967). Theory building is done by linkieagarges and
different segments of data. Generating a theory from data means that puikebgs and
concepts not only come from the data, but are systematically worked out iornrétetine data
during the course of the research. In essence, no precisely defined hypatbdserulated,;
instead, general aims and theoretical notions about the phenomenon being studied are
formulated. Grounded theory enables the qualitative differences in the expeaenwasand
women during reentry to be captured. Specifically, it provides a theoretinairork for
understanding the role gender and violence plays in shaping formerly incarcedatetials’

experiences during reentry.
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The analysis is organized by themes that emerged from the data and inologdesvaew
of their experiences and the role that race, gender, and class plays in shegengxperiences.
The data collected was analyzed inductively for patterns regarding howpaentscinterpreted
and defined their experiences. The analysis of collected data began iminediatehe first
day of interviews and continued throughout the data collection process. The rdddeng o
interview transcripts and observational notes then followed. The next step was open codi
which involved searching the data for emerging concepts and repeating tl@mse concepts
and themes were identified, each transcription was reread to extract qubtesr¢hased in
writing up the results. The data was then separated into such categoreslasges with
reentry, sources of conflict between formerly incarcerated individundisheir partners, and
experiences of intimate partner violence during reentry. Quotes and acobthwir experiences
are utilized to provide a contextualized understanding to gain further insiglténto
experiences. Quotes were selected based upon the central issues and themesgéd from
the data.

A comparative analysis of the formerly incarcerated African Acaerimen’s and
women’s experiences was conducted by comparing and contrasting thehessdiged from
the data to see which similarities and differences existed. Staff detaawalyzed in the same
manner as the data for the formerly incarcerated men and women with ¢épé@xof a
comparative analysis. Validation of the data was achieved throughulaéiog of methods by
comparing staff members’ perspectives, formerly incarcerated<|manspectives, and intake
data.

The narratives presented in this study are not simply participants’ acodtimes

experiences and actions to be assessed in terms of truth or falsity, buttreghpertiof the
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reality that the researcher attempted to understand. The researcheoisveying that the
narratives represent the truth nor is the veracity of their stories quesiitreedarratives depict
their social world and are based on their worldview. The researcher is gddreapt only their
experiences, but also in how participants make sense of these experiences drair how t

understanding influences their behavior.

Limitations
Although this research strategy provides formerly incarcerated AfAoaerican men
and women with the opportunity to discuss their experiences of IPV during the raecesy
there are limitations. First, the study does not include a random sample, but @theemience
sample. Secondly, the sample is relatively small; therefore, the fingiegeot suitable for
making broad generalizations. Despite these limitations, this study provsigistiinto the lives
of formerly incarcerated African American men and women and their expesiehdPV within

and against structures of race, gender, and class oppression.

Summary
In order to capture the complexities of the experiences of formerly ereded African
American men and women, a multi- method research strategy was employetthef tigese
processes were designed to enhance theoretical sensitivity, reducehersieias, traditional
patterns of thinking, and over-reliance on common knowledge derived from past exgesiethce
literature (Strauss & Corbin, 1990). The utilization of an emergent qualitisign allowed for

rigorous examination of the in-depth interviews which proved useful toward an underst@inding
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African American men’s and women’s experiences during reentry. In theimaster, the data

collected from staff interviews are presented and the findings are agddnianajor themes.
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CHAPTER THREE: THROUGH THE LENS OF STAFF
Introduction
This chapter begins with an overview of the staff members included in this $tedy, a
discussion of the major challenges and issues of reentry as identified byestabers is
provided. Also included is a discussion of staff members’ perspectives on how rets, ged
class shape African American men’s and women’s experiences of intinnater péolence
during reentry. The chapter concludes with a discussion of organizationalshiaraedressing

the needs of the formerly incarcerated clients.

Staff

The Fortune Society employs over 190 employees; over 80% of their staff searder
people of color. The vast majority, (70%) are formerly incarcerated and/ohishwees of
substance abuse or homelessness. Fortune believes strongly in the concept of peer suppor
therefore, they actively recruit staff with this life experienEermerly incarcerated staff
members are in positions to help their clients address the competirengealbf reentry.

For this study, ten staff members were interviewed to learn from those winvalked
in the management and delivery of essential services for formerly ire@aéndividuals. Staff
members were interviewed to gain insight into the challenges that forimeaihgerated African
American men and women experience during reentry. More specificaffyinstaviews were
designed to determine if intimate partner violence occurs in the livesnoéfiyrincarcerated
African American men and women and if so, how it is addressed by the organization.

Of the ten staff members interviewed, racially, six of the staff idedtds African

American, which included four males and two females. Four staff members etagf\White
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and all four were women. Six out of the ten staff members were formerlgénated. Staff
members interviewed held positions as a job developer, job readiness trainer, pssistanta
family service attorney, family service counselor, social workeréalrgsupervisor, employment

coordinator, and group specialist.

Organization of Staff Data
Staff interviews reveal several important themes: challenges duringyrassiies of
reentry and intimate partner violence, and barriers in addressing the n@ddsast American
men and women during reentry. The following sections provide detailed accountstafitse

perspectives of the three themes.

Challenges During Reentry

Staff members acknowledged that formerly incarcerated men and wooeemuiaerous
challenges when reentering society. A general consensus exigtethaist pressing and
pertinent issues for men and women returning are finding and maintainingyemeplo housing,
and negotiating relationships. Although the majority of staff membersdativaehousing is an
important issue, they did not discuss the issue of housing in great detail. Moreowgatimgg
relationships is addressed in the reentry and intimate partner violerioa.s€cerefore, the
following section provides detailed accounts of staff members’ perspectives dratlemges of
finding and maintaining employment and a brief discussion of housing challémgesg so,
several staff members discuss how race, gender, and class shapesrtbroespef formerly

incarcerated African American men and women.
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Employment

Finding and maintaining employment is considered by staff memhbsr vital for
reintegration. The majority of staff acknowledged that mosheh and women returning from
prison lack a high school diploma, basic skills, and necessary exgeriRichard, a job
developer in charge of assisting clients in finding employment, disdusome of these
challenges with formerly incarcerated men and women. He esplhat often times he assists
individuals who have been incarcerated since a very young ageptieetbeir education is very
limited. Richard emphasizes that, “it can be challenging” wingng to develop and prepare
individuals to “go out and sell themselves in society.” He acknowledges that, “pesighaye a
lack of self-confidence about themselves because of their pastemqges and we try to bring
that out of them.”

Patricia, a soft skills trainer, refers to herself ashhes Manners of the felon world.
Patricia is responsible for preparing clients for jobsiséirg them with adjusting their attitude
and behavior, and preparing them for interviews. She acknowledges thab thain challenges
for formerly incarcerated men and women are employment and ho8$ieglescribes what it is
like for men and women reintegrating back into society. Patricesarks demonstrate the
complexities associated with reentry, as she reveals:

There are a lot of seams in the transition from coming outiebpand getting back into

society as a functioning member...Once they come out they hita fmitholes. Such

things as lack of recent job history, lack of marketable skilsk lof stable living

environment. Even if you tell them ok well we have a stable lieimgronment for them

that’s still not going to help that fact that they haven’t worked in the pastriifyears.
Patricia goes on to explain:

Now | put you in transitional housing and for lack of a better t&skind of a shit hole.

You are sharing a room with six other gentlemen, gentlemen lusimg loosely.
Sometimes they are there for the same reason as you aréinsesribey are looking for
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a flop house. Sometimes you get your stuff stolen, sometimes yotu Gametimes

some of these places are not the most hygienic place in the wiwdte They are not the

Hilton. Now you are kind of trapped off there. How do you get out of that@nmient?

You have to get a job. Ok well your job is not paying enough for yoayaent. By the

way you owe X amount of dollars in child support too...its a burden foesnemwho is
working minimum wage... most of these guys’ skill sets don't rediltyate much more

than $9 an hour maybe. These are some of the things they run into...those are some of the

gaps.
Brenda, a program assistant, is responsible for interviewingssisg, and evaluating clients’
progress while participating in services rendered by Fortune.p8imés out that the stigma
associated with being a convicted felon is a problem for many:
| think part of the problem is the stigma that is attached to the people who come
out...society just assumes that everybody that has been incarcerated is @psaneia

danger to the world...As someone who was formerly incarcerated you fedlitike i
tattooed on your forehead felon that everybody can see.

Many formerly incarcerated men and women lack the neceskilsyand education to obtain a
job; however, Richard, a job developer, insists that inequalities iaxisgards to employment
opportunities during reentry. In the words of Richard:

It is easier for a woman to get employed that's been inGdeck than a man in my

opinion. Black men can be seen as a threat. | think that it'sralind the board.
Employers are more likely to give a woman a shot before they give itlaclarban.

Richard’s account demonstrates possible inequalities that argiogcduring reentry. Critical
race theorists argue that racial inequality is the nornagl ¥ doing business. When asked why
he believed this is happening, Richard candidly replied, “well thexe ke conviction or

convictions, plus they are black men.” In essence, Richard acknowkb@gdise bias associated
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with black men not being able to obtain employment could be a resuheof multiple
convictions and the mere fact that they are black men.
Housing
As previously outlined, staff members acknowledged that securing housingsuariar
many formerly incarcerated men and women; however, they did not provide extensmerdgsm
in reference to housing. In her previous comments, Patricia mentions thatitGrexi$iousing
and for lack of a better term it’s kind of a shit hole” however, men and women thatkirey
resources and do not have other housing options, rely on shelters and temporary housing for a
place to stay. Afi, a job developer, in charge of assisting clients in finding ymgho stated,
‘housing is the biggest thing...people need a stable place to live.” She discussetigr@pr
with temporary housing, more specifically boarding housing and explainsgifjust coming
from prison this room could remind me of a cell. People don’t think about that. They are opening
up these three-quarter houses and they look like dorms in prison.” She acknowledges that for
some women they feel like they are back in prison because of “staying in a rthosxvether
people” and are sleeping “on a bunk bed.” Afi explains that women often statedbald’
have stayed in jail for this.” Brenda, a program assistant, also descrilvesrtplexities
associated with housing:
Housing is horrible when you have been incarcerated no matter howgondg andlords
aren’t supposed to turn you down but they do. They just turn you away. Thepsa
credit is not good enough. Housing is a tough one. This is a bad economghdmebw

it's incredibly difficult for anyone to get a foot in, let alosemeone who has already got
a felony on their record.
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Issues of Reentry & Intimate Partner Violence

Nearly half of the staff members confirmed that intimate partner vieleocurs in the
lives of formerly incarcerated African American men and women during ye&taff members
provided detailed accounts of incidents and occurrences. In doing so, they providad seve
explanations as to why they believe IPV is occurs in the lives of Africaaerkan men and
women. Jaimee, the family service attorney at Fortune, who is responsigésifding clients
with obtaining custody or visitation with their children, family offense petitwwhgh involves
orders of protection, and child support, shares her perspective. She admits, “sertietym
will tell you about it.” She further states:

If there is a history | always hear about the history [referring toryi®f intimate partner

violence]. It takes a while because they don’t want to sour tatramship straight away.

| try to bring it up a lot because it helps court cases. | widfkrently with the clients

than the other staff does. I'm not a counselor. | don't care alomtfgelings. | do, but |

want to work on with what'’s relevant to the court case. If dv [dame&tlence] is going

on you have to tell and we have to deal with it or its going to screw you.

Jaimee admits that clients have been forthcoming about their experiénu@saie partner

violence:

| have had guys tell me that they have hit their girlfriends, “Yealppsthher once. Or
she attacked me first or she knew that if she hit me she knew the cops would come and
arrest me.” It's one of those types of things and | would say its selhskef

Patricia, a soft skills trainer, adamantly admits, “weisadot.” She acknowledges that she sees

guys who “Get caught up in domestic violence cases and end uplbgmka@nd forth to Rikers

Island.” Patricia also described one particular incident.

Recently we had a woman here. She was trying to bettetdtemsin life. By coming
here she wanted to get herself a job. She had a great persdBladitwas coming along
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well with the interviewing skills. The baby’s father at hosugldenly started sabotaging
her coming in. He would make her late in the morning. He would califhéwo hundred
times during the classroom hours, just trying to disrupt her andegatot to focus. He
used to yell at her, “You don’t need that place!”
Patricia goes on to explain that the boyfriend was afraiditiisend would realize that he is not
providing her the support she needs. She continues:
At first it was mental and it became physical to the poinéne he punched her in her
eye. | saw her couple of weeks ago with a black eye. Yet dhdhsti stays with him
why? She sees herself in the station she is in and she dbekevie she can command
better, low self esteem, low self worth, it plagues people.
Rebecca, an employment coordinator, responsible for placing clients in subsitizeghips
and conducting mock interviews, also confirms that intimate partner violengesacche lives
of many African American men and women during reentry. Rebecca emphasegs
definitely. There are so many times where somebody walks in here bldblaeye, or cuts and
bruises or we just don’t see them and we don’t know why we don’t see them:”
| think a lot of people are not forthcoming about it at all. Theysare of hiding it, may
be trying to deal with it on their own. There are some women vithmk they kind of
feel like, “I am going to handle this. | am going to handle my.6uwn some ways maybe
the violence goes both ways and it becomes more complicated in some ways.
To a greater extent than other groups, many African American women resistiregsapport
from formal systems of care and attempt to handle or deal with intimate padiegice on their
own as Garfield (2005) and Bent-Goodley (2001) has shown. Rebecca’s account reteals tha
during reentry as well, African American women resist support from isystems.

One of the programs available at Fortune that attempts to address the isstiesmt i

partner violence for men is an anger management program. David, a counsetturag Fo
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Society, in charge of the anger management class, recalls a caowenstt one of his clients
in regards to dealing with violence perpetrated by the intimate partner:

A lot of times | hear, ‘I just ignore it.” There is some §idu can’t ignore, kind of raised

a red flag for me. You are telling me you are so cool now thajyst ignore it? But you

have been angry all this time? | can see it in groups that ya leen angry and you

were able to go home and ignore your wife? 1find it a Idtfecult to believe. There is

a human part of all of us that cause us to sometimes go abolev¢hef anger that we

really want to. | think they have a hard time dealing with that intimacy.

Staff members’ accounts provided insight into the complexities of how men anglwom
are experiencing violence and how it influences their reentry experientigste partner
violence plays a part in individual court proceedings regarding visitation and orders of
protection. On another level, intimate partner violence influences the levahofitment
formerly incarcerated men and women may have to reentry programming, fqulexaim
training, employment services, and anger management. In essence, bdaffdrantbers’
accounts, intimate partner violence exacerbates the difficulties andngjes!faced by many
African American men and women.

Race and Intimate Partner Violence

When asked if race plays a part in men’s and women’s experiences of intimaés part
violence, nearly half of staff members agreed that race does matter.dReAfrican American,
social worker and clinical supervisor at Fortune, is responsible for evgaaithassessing
clients’ needs. She shares her perspective. “There is certainly a contyneitalother races.”
However, she argues that there are some things that have been culturallgtbandpt

considered “okay in the African American community.” Rena explains hawrally African

American families do not generally discuss violence within the household:
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Whatever goes on in here stays in here. That is the cultural thing. As childreaples pe

we say it is not to be discussed. We are not supposed to cry and the emotions are not
supposed to be there. | do think it's a direct and it's generational that it continues to
happen and happen and happen...and when will we begin to say that it's not okay? When
is that going to happen?

As Rena goes on to explain:

There is certainly a cultural difference in how people deal with and defineglasen
incarcerated. They may have to deal with certain prejudices just beingeratad and
being an African American. | think that what it does it creates far morsefstivity of
how they reintegrate and deal with society as a whole when they aredeleas
Rena acknowledges that the inequalities that African American and womemgashile
incarcerated impact how they reintegrate once released. Similange]a family service
attorney at Fortune, argues that race does impact experiences of IPV:
| think so. | think culturally, in different cultures, it's morecaptable. | almost feel like
it's...] don’t want to say a more realistic view, the Africamerican folks | have come
across realize that it is wrongt's not an acceptable behavior. Everyone gets caught in
this circle and continue to endure it and don’t know how to get outlahitk there is a
culture difference.
Rebecca, an employment coordinator, and Patricia, a soft #lllser, expressed similar
sentiments regarding race and intimate partner violence. Tjogityaf clients seeking services
at the Fortune Society are African American. Rebecca bslithat with the African American
population, “it is often normalized.” She contends, “Based on what [tssometimes is more
normalized. | don’t know if it has to do so much with race, as mudhesocio- economic
status. We do see a lot of this, normalizing of it.” Similarly, Patricia\edie
Based solely on observation, | don’t have any stats to back thissgems to me that it

is more frequent among African American men than the other that$ have come in
contact with, men and women...the majority of the population that comeginhere are
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African American men that could definitely have something to ilo iv..A lot more of
it is out of fear or desperation and lashing rather than beib@ jislent natured person.
| think it's frustration, fear, and not having any other placgdawith the emotions and
aggressions.

Overall, the staff members acknowledged that race plays a role in skapergences of
intimate partner violence during reentry. They argued that for African idames, particularly
African American men, intimate partner violence, to a certain degneetrniglized. Although
African American men and women experience IPV, their experiences and espmssach
violence, by no means equate to an acceptance of IPV as a part of life or msleenent.
Staff members also contend that cultural differences accourithdoviolence experienced by
African Americans.
Gender & Intimate Partner Violence
Although the majority of the staff did not comment extensively about gender andttim
partner violence, a few briefly discussed how gender shapes expenéiie¥s They agreed
that differences exist between men’s and women’s experienceshedt@tpartner violence
during reentry. Additionally, the staff said that violence, to a certain dagredated and could
possibly be attributed to the violence in prison experiences. Recent litexekm@vliedges that
men’s prisons are more violent in comparison to women'’s prisons experience(@lea
2012). Brenda, a program assistant, argues that while incarcerated, ‘@heiitid@ much higher
rate of violence on a day to day basis and men’s facilities are much matitevolOn the other
hand, Brenda believes, “women are more emotional creatures:”
Women are going to argue, they are going to yblit.almost for a woman it is a last
resort to actually put your hands on each other. For men coming out they have gotten

inured. It has been normal for them. For them it has become more, | don’t want to say
acceptable, it's not acceptable, but normalized. Where a woman is going t@uadgye|
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and men don’t do that so men hit each other. A man would turn around and smack a
female and shut her up because that’s what they do. It's not right. It'olikget
programmed to deal with things in a certain manner. There needs to be like a
reprogramming process.
Similarly, Rebecca, an employment coordinator, states, “I tHeketis some psychological
trauma that can occur inside. Depending on the person, how long theynweShe asserts that
the general atmosphere, especially inside men’s prisons, “isl loaséear..based on who is
going to be the most macho and that’s for their own protection.”f€éagt“can manifest itself in
a lot of different ways.” Rebecca explains what may be happening:
Well one thing that | personally see is that it has become so normalized and dodnplaye
in the culture that | don’t know if is taken as seriously as maybe it should bmudlisa
common place event and | also think of course with this population, we are dedfing wi
people that may have themselves been victims while they were inside amaathée
just channeling that to the people that are closest to them, their girlfriend debdyf
Conversely, John, a job readiness trainer at Fortune, responsible for prepanisgar jobs,
assisting them with adjusting their attitude and behavior, and preparing thenefaieins
argues that, “most women that come from prison are more aggressive. | doh&mdstking
down and just accepting anything.”
Inability to Resolve Conflicts
Over half of the staff members believed the violence experienced by formerly
incarcerated African American men and women in their intimate @akdtips is due to their lack
of ability to resolve conflicts. The overwhelming majority of staff conéd that conflict is
definitely an issue. Brenda, a program assistant, describes what maypbkaihg:
One of the biggest problems is one partner gets used to doing oavineand the other

partner is trying to be controlling. They are trying to control sone that has lived
however many months or years without that control. There is aut@ihataonflict.
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Usually, hopefully, one or both have changed some over time so theptailee same
people they expect when they get out. That causes more confliatiadigpé you have
been incarcerated for a long time. Sometimes the only way you knmawchdeal with
things is through violence. They haven’t learned other coping skitlause that's the
only way they know.
While men are incarcerated, their female partners have a tendencyaoostad and support
them during incarceration. On the contrary, the intimate partners of woiteenend the
relationship. Consequently, this can play a part in the difference in the éapresstimate
partner violence for formerly incarcerated men and women. Researshdvas that intimate
partner violence often starts with emotional violence and then progress togbiiaience
(CDC, 2012). Since men are more likely to return to an existing relationshipjdydhey are
more likely to experience more severe forms of intimate partner violerheir relationships as
opposed to women who are involved in relatively new relationships.
Brenda also explains how class shapes experiences of intimate partneeuviblgng
reentry. She states:
A lot of people resort to violence when they get afraid, when they get anxiousihvaye
get nervous and when they don’t know what else to do. All of those feelings and all of
those overwhelming sensations happen when you first come out. If you don’t know how
to deal with them and you don’t have the money or the ability to find a therapist or
someone to listen to you, you turn to violence to find a way of getting rid of the things
you don’t want to deal with.
Brenda’s narrative sheds light toward the role of class during reentrg. dpecifically,
in the absence of resources, formerly incarcerated individuals have to thetideii feelings and
emotions based on coping mechanisms and skills they already possess. Oft@hdimaygs in

which many formerly incarcerated men and women deal with fear and arsxedi/the most

effective way.
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Jaimee, a family service attorney, shares her perspective. In drecates conflict

resolution skills, Jaimee describes how partners use orders of protection:

People don’t know how to resolve disputes. | can’t believe the stuff | hear cligamg ta
about. She looked at me funny so | stepped to her. | smacked her...it's like acceptable i
some of the cultures where it’s okay to beat the tar out of each other... | don’t know if
people don’'t have the skills or weren’t brought up with the skills to resolve conltiists
crazy how things escalate into violence.

Jaimee gives examples of how partners use orders of protection excessively:

The last couple of cases | have worked on have involved orders of protection. | have had
folks who just aren’t violent with each other, but have long histories of orders of
protection against everybody. They will have three of four partners whegrhdie

orders of protection and a history of DV (domestic violence) on both sides...1tsfsor

like these people...they beat the tar out of each other. It happens all thedikseuse

these orders of protection as a weapon... People call the police at the drop of a hat...I
would love to think that women don’t use this as a weapon, but they do and they are
totally aware of it. It's amazing. The cops come the cops arrest evergbtiay cops

arrest the guys. And you can get orders of protection, simple, simple, .simple

Jaimee also emphasizes that child support is a huge problem for men during he¢ntry t
consequently creates conflict within relationships. She contends:
When these guys get out they owe a tremendous amount of money. They think they have
to pay in order to see their kids or the state is taking money directly out ofttbeksc
They aren’t able to become part of the mainstream economy. So they can healér ac
get legitimate jobs with legitimate health insurance. You can’t beeopaet of real
society when you owe fifty thousand dollars and the second you make $500 part of it
goes straight to the government to pay off child support.
Rena, a social worker and clinical supervisor at Fortune, acknowlettbese is a lot of
depression in recently released clients when they can’t agt@mag quickly. Self esteem kind of

fits in there as well. These are some of the things than fiading when | do my psycho

socials.” Rena further explains that “depression and s&émstspeak directly to why there are
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some difficulties connected to IPV.” She states, “having lageat deal of their lives and they
have the tendency to turn that particular part of anger on their paitiRena informed the
researcher earlier in the interview that when conducting clidsaessments with formerly
incarcerated men and women that served extended periods of tiere,tiofes she did not
witness their anger during their encounters; however, she acknowtédgesnger, it kind of
manifests itself in relationships as opposed to society orhasarnger of incarceration kind of
leads to DV [domestic violence] and violence in the home.” In othedsydine men and women
when interviewed for their assessments did not exhibit signsgarahowever, their anger was
later displaced toward their intimate partners behind closed doors.
Rena also contends that the lack of preparation during release can crdetefeonfen
and women. She explains:
It can lead to frustration and perhaps where a formerly incéedepgrson may not have
impulsive reactions outside the home that is something that magpbessed and can
manifest itself in the home with family members. | think wadkof set them up for
situations where it can lead to DV and certainly with the mobterable of clients that
may have gone into the system with certain vulnerabilities anyway.
Similarly, Patricia, a soft skills trainer, believes tlatimate partner violence is a form of
control. More specifically, Patricia acknowledges fear ggaton when their partner tells them
they are ending the relationship because they have had enougs iresmtensuing conflict. As
she states:
Finally the girl gets fed up with the lifestyle that the guy is livifRather than change, he
is scared to death maybe | can’t do anything else but this. Nayeteanad. He doesn’t
get mad at himself; maybe he is mad at himself but doesn’'t ghownimself instead he
will lash out at the people closest to him... | believe itsedt based...| don’t think these

guys are bad guys. | think that they just don’t know better....they dealize its fear
based.
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John, a job readiness trainer, and Rebecca, an employment coordexqticassed similar
thoughts as Patricia. John states, “when | look at the whotgrye@olence thing it's a lot
because people get confused and people are afraid to tell, evendfgiiRabecca contends,
“most importantly, the formerly incarcerated individual musttfiesid foremost actually
acknowledge that there is something wrong with it [intimatenparviolence]. That it is not
normal.” She asserts that formerly incarcerated individualar taking responsibility for their
actions. She states, “even if it's not physical violence, the pang control that is asserted over
somebody, that is probably even harder for someone to take responsibility feckaadladge.”
John, a job developer, acknowledges that the difficulties for sonmeameé the conflict that
ensues is based on not being able to be a provider:
It's difficult for some men to come out here and have to see lieat woman is the
breadwinner now. She is the one that is standing on her feet. You gutl¢ofer less,
just not having enough to chip in or anything of that nature. Not beieg@ldlssist with
the rent, assist with this. Women can play a part in it tooy $teet...look at [my] phone
bill, look at my this, look at my that. Those little my’s play a hazardous rolenme guys

performance in the way they act because they are alreatynesabout the fact that they
are not the breadwinner. Sometimes it's hard to take a back seat.

David, a counselor at Fortune, shares a conversation held with tmerén participating in his

anger management class.

| have had clients tell me on several occasions, “You know whaislthinking about
when she was acting up?” You telling me that you are not in c8ntiml are not. She is
not property. Women are not your property.
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Barriers in Addressing Clients Needs

Several staff members discussed the barriers associatedagdtessing the needs of
formerly incarcerated African American men and women’s egpees of intimate partner
violence. Patricia, a soft skills trainer, commented on the ddlethe individual. She
acknowledged, “we [Fortune] can only take it as far as the individilidet us.” The majority
of the staff members discussed the perceived barriers ardhaeizational level in addressing
clients’ needs. Jaimee, a family service attorney, contends:

| think part of it is open-mindedness on the part of the clietitsnk part of it is the way

that you are raised that it's okay to behave in a certaimeara They see some of the

programs that we are trying to administer as other, that’s the “others ti@thow we do

it where | am from. It's funny because as a white woman | teach a afupgéesses. They

are like, “Yo Jaimee what do you have on your iphone? Don’t you haweINiack on

your iphone? But it’s stupid shit like that, or white girls tkeyn’t hit you back that kind

of stuff. It's weird crazy preconceived notions.
In seeking clarification, Jaime was asked if she beliawgsate partner violence was a “cultural
issue” as she responds:

If you want to say cultural like different neighborhoods or differémhieity yeah sure. |

have to say it is... | think open-mindedness is a part of it ansol think that you are

coming from a place where it is completely acceptable andag@@able to function in a
place that it's completely acceptable.

David, a counselor, also discussed some of the barriers in addressing their needs

A lot of it is socio-cultural...we are almost socialized to lwehan a certain manner.
Without the educational component that could possibly change the diredtitre

thought process people just continue to repeat the procéssll you are a man you are

not supposed to cry. You are supposed to be in charge. Women are supposed to be
domesticated.
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Rena, a social worker and clinical supervisor at Fortune, contetidse “needs to be more
programming that's involved in trying to prepare an inmate foraselédack into society.” She
also argues that formerly incarcerated offenders whotdlrargler correctional supervision, by
means of probation or parole should be mandated to particular progwchsas anger
management. She believes that having that connection to have tie ‘iad of self-check in
and say hey | didn’t realize that. | didn’t know | was doing thbs®gs” can prove beneficial.
She further explains that when formerly incarcerated Africareriean men and women don't
know how to quell anger, “it can lead to being incarcerated agarnvdty easy to do things
behind closed doors as opposed to out in the open where there is the possibility of.tfe-arrest

The Fortune Society offers two programs that vaguely addresbrtas issues of
domestic violence. David, one of the counselors, explains:

| am a family service counselor. | facilitate groups in theingaof domestic violence, but

we use a different acronym for it we use men’s conflict teéswl. Sometimes the clients

are not able to understand the domestic violence part so we givkfier@ant name so

that way it's easier for them to absorb.
David acknowledges that there are two programs to deal withsis§umestic violence which
includes men’s conflict resolution, also referred to as angemagament and healthy
relationships. When asked about services or programs that addresseirgartner violence the
majority of staff mentioned the anger management programs&etral staff members question
the effectiveness of the program. Rebecca, an employment coordih&wortune, expressed her
issue with offering anger management programs to deal with intimaterpadieace.

You do not address domestic violence with anger management becauset ian anger

management issue. Anger management tells you that you aledetatiyour feelings and
you just have to express them in a different way, but whewontes to a domestic
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violence relationship you are not entitled to tell somebody what tovdo. are not
entitled to hurt someone. Your feelings are irrational, misguided, and misplaced
Similarly, Jaimee, one of the family attorneys at Fortune, ounest the effectiveness of the
anger management class also.
| see these guys that go through the anger management prograheastilt get mad,
and they still get sweaty, and they still get freaked out wthey talk about their
girlfriends because everybody is trying to fuck each other ovewori¢ wants to see the
middle ground. It's about being right more so than doing the right thing.
Brenda, a program assistant in charge of assessing and ewplklents’ progress, expressed
her concern with the anger management class as well. Her st&geshed light on the barriers in
addressing needs, specifically intimate partner violence inivhs bf African American men
and women during reentry. She admits:
We do have anger management classes. | believe that our angegemant and our
family services actually need to have more focus on domestiengelissues. They are
touched on, but they are not focused on it. Sometimes | think Fortuke ithé whole
world. If | don’t open my eyes to it then it doesn’t happen. Partnersavehbeing abused
tend to cover it tend to hide it so people don't see it. That isop#re nature of it until it
is too late...What goes on outside of here sometimes isn’t addrdsss’s a problem. If
you recognize it then you have to do something about it. | don't thinlarerereally
gualified to do anything, so blinders sometimes.
Even David acknowledges that intimate partner violence is occurritige lives of the men
whom he counsels in his men’s resolution/anger management class.aékeehhow he deals
with it, he responds, “Once you have knowledge of something yousgrensble. Once you get
the information, whatever you do with it's on you after that.”

Jaimee, the family service attorney, admits that her wadeafing with clients that are

perpetrators of intimate partner violence is “to give my owte llgctures to the guys.” Several
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staff members acknowledge that they refer outside of the yadenservices related to intimate
partner violence. Patricia, a soft skills trainer, explains:
Occasionally we will get someone that comes through and we usuallly the necessary
referrals, recommend that they leave the spouse, but that's sasiehen done. They

want to go down with the ship, “Oh but | love so and so!” Well youloaa someone
that doesn’t beat the shit out of you.

When asked how the clients deal with intimate partner violence that occursaRatponds:

They may talk about it a little bit, that's about it. Or totdty to just brush it off or hide
it. They will come in visibly upset, but they will go into the bathroand they won't
want to talk about it. Maybe we will get them talking about.if you are asking if they
want to press charges or do they want to do something like that, absolot! 1 have
never once seen that as an option, not that it's not offered up asi@m bptause we
have to cover all bases, but that is usually never taken. Usuallytiveyatvant to do they
want to go home, talk it out, and fix it when in reality it is deeper.
Staff accounts, thus revealed that African American men and women perpetladre victims
of intimate partner violence during reentry. Furthermore, staff membeamswiedged that IPV
is a problem. Even though staff members agreed they could play a more sulbrstantal
addressing intimate partner violence, it was not viewed as a priority. &opé staff members
cited referrals to other agencies and an ineffective anger managemeahptogddress men’s

issues of violence as a solution to dealing with intimate partner violence thes otthe lives

of formerly incarcerated men and women.
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CHAPTER FOUR: DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
Introduction
This chapter begins with an analysis of the intake data that provides a gendsabprof
the men and women who sought services through the Fortune Society. Afterwardde afprofi
participants’ demographics, educational attainment, employment, crimstaty, and housing

arrangements are discussed. A brief biographical sketch of each particglantgs/en.

Intake Data

The intake data utilized in this study is based on self-reports from clients) dioeir
intake interview. Criminal data reported by clients is verified through a bawkdrcheck.
Information provided by clients who are referred by the courts is chesdked with court
documents as well. The Data Systems department at the Fortune Society apdataintains
the data. The department recently switched to a new web-based davatxaket this type of
data. Based on the intake data from January 2008 to September 2011, a general grefile of t
clients that the Fortune Society serves was captured. The intake data indoidé¢df6,667
clients. Of the 6,667 clients, the majority of clients 87% were men, while women asatéont
13% of the clients. The overwhelming majority of clients 4, 378 were Africarridarg
representing roughly 66% of the total intake population. Of the 4, 378 African Amer&a26
or 85% were black men and 647 or 15% were black women. African American men and women
represented, by far, the largest group of clients seeking services at the Baxietg. Clients’
ages range between 18 and 77. The majority of clients, 60% reported having children. For
educational attainment, 78% had eleven years of school or less. Sixteen peitveitionts

were homeless. Over 78% reported that they did not have mental health concémaslataalid
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not include specific types of crime in a data field, only a progress note; hotat/particular

information was not included in the data provided to the researcher.

Profile of Study Participants: Formerly Incarcerated Clients

Twenty-nine men and women met the limited criteria of being an adult, setifiele as
Black/African American male or female, served time in prison, and have/kbadrblved in a
significant relationship since release. Based on self-identified sbaedcteristics generated
from a semi-structured interview guide, a general profile of the sdlpatéicipants revealed the
following personal descriptionSeventeen participants were men and 12 were women. The men
range in age from 18 to 61 years old while the women range in age from 22 to 51 yedns old. T
overwhelming majority, 26, were born and raised in the New York City. Only one ofethe m
was currently married, while three were divorced, and 13 have never beerdn@ntieone
woman was currently married, one separated, and ten of the women have never hedn mar
Thirteen of the 17 men had children. Eight of the 12 women had children. All of the men
identified their sexual orientation as heterosexual. Three of the womeniatketitdmselves as

homosexuals.

Education
In terms of education attainment, one man earned a Bachelor’s degree, thresslabtai
Graduate Equivalency Diploma (GED), and 13 dropped out of high school. Three women earned
a Bachelor’'s degree, one earned an Associate’s degree, two earned a high gldmoal dnd
six dropped out of high school. Two of the women are actively pursuing a Master’s defjree a

one woman is in the process of completing the requirements for a bachelor’s degree
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Employment

The majority of men and women were unemployed. Twenty of the 29 men and women
were unemployed. Eleven of the 17 men were unemployed. The six men who were employed
held jobs as a teacher, barber, chef, job trainer, career developer, and grdinatwoiFour of
the six men were employed by Fortune Society. Several participantstedibat they had
never worked an “honest day in their lifdhe majority of women, nine, were unemployed.
Two of the three women who were employed held jobs as a case manager and joattrainer
Fortune Society. The third woman who was employed worked at a correctiortatiomsti

Although the majority of participants were unemployed at the time of theige
finding a job was a top priority. The majority of unemployed participants wereipating in
job training and career development courses offered by the Fortune SocietytHgeight men
and women who were employed at the time of the interview worked for Fortune. They had

completed programs at Fortune and were later hired.

Criminal History

For most participants, their previous prison term was not their first encourttetherit
criminal justice system. Many participants began their crimin&erarat a young age.
Involvement with gangs was a contributing factor in participants’ crintizuaers, especially
men. Eight of the 17 men reported they were a member of a gang prior to, during;, or afte
incarceration. None of the women reported being a member of a gang prioirtg, dugafter
incarceration.

All of the men reported having more than one conviction. Ten of the seventeen men

reported having three or more felony convictions and had served a prior prison teghm. W
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regard to their most recent conviction offense, male participants indicatedod cnime types.

Six of the men were drug offenders convicted of either dealing or possessioereiconvicted

of a violent offense (homicide, burglary, aggravated assault, robbery), theeeamicted of a
property offense, one was convicted for conspiracy, and one for possession of a weapon. The
majority of men, nine of them, served one to five years for their last conviction.

Ten of the 12 women reported having more than one felony conviction. Three women
reported having three or more felony convictions and had served a prior prison téghm. W
regard to their most recent conviction offense, female participants indicatedod crime types.
Three were drug offenders convicted of either dealing or possession, seveonverted of a
violent offense (homicide, burglary, aggravated assault, robbery) one wastediia
property offense, and one was convicted for conspiracy. The overwhelming majenin
women served one to five years for their last conviction. Only one woman sesvedhan five

years in prison, having served 20 years for manslaughter and attempted murder.

Institutions

All of the men and women served time in medium or maximum security facilities
men served time in several maximum security facilities includingc#torrectional facility,
Auburn Correctional Facility, Clinton Correctional Facility, Eastern NewkY@orrectional
Facility, Elmira Correctional facility, Great Meadow CorrectioRatility, Green Haven
Correctional Facility, Sing Sing Correctional Facility, and Upstategctonal Facility. Several
men were housed in medium security facilities including: Fishkill CooeatiFacility,
Gowanda Correctional Facility, Greene Correctional Facility, Hudson @mmel Facility,

Otisville Correctional Facility, Ulster Correctional Facility. Wamserved time in several
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maximum and medium security facilities including: Bedford Hills CorrectiBaaility, Albion
Correctional Facility, and Bayview Correctional Facility. The women erperienced

minimum security level prisons such as Beacon Correctional Facility, priming released.

Housing

Of the 17 men, five were residing with their intimate partner and four withrtiegher.
Two of the men were residing in housing available through Fortune Society aneéte/o w
homeless at the time of the interview. Two of the men actually had a pldmgraiwn. Only
one of the men was living with a friend at the time of the interview and one was livingla pa
transitional housing.

Many of the men and women did not want to return to their families because ttagptfel
their families were already overburdened, and in many cases theuttiebeir families were
severed as a result of their illegal activity. At the time of the irgervihree women were
homeless and three women were residing in housing available through the Foriete oo
of the women had their own place and two women resided with their mother. One woman

resided with a friend. One of the women, who were married, lived with her husband and kids.

Summary
Based on the intake data, the sample included in this study is representtieeli@nts
the Fortune Society serves. Consistent with the intake data, the majorityi@ppats in this
study were men, undereducated, underemployed, unemployed, were parents, amad \aeyeve

homeless. There are also notable differences between the men and worograpts:ti WWomen
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were more likely to have higher educational attainment. For the most recemttion, women
committed more violent offenses than men. Women did not report affiliations with;gang
however, nearly half of the men reported being a member of a gang prior to, duafigr or
incarceration. In terms of housing, five of the men were living with their atérpartners

whereas only one of the women lived with her husband.

Introducing the Men and Women
The following biographical sketches provide a brief overview of the 29 Africarriéame
men and women who shared their stories. Their names have been changed to protect their

identities. Table 1 and Table 2 also present a biographical overview of the men and wome

The Men

Alex: fifty-threeyear old. He has three felony convictions. His last conviction was
for grand larceny and criminal possession of a forged document. He was
sentenced to two to four years. He served two years. He is currently on parole.

Alvin: sixty-one year old. He has three felony convictions. His last conviction was
for homicide. He was sentenced to 25 to life. He served 23 years in prison and
will be on parole indefinitely.

Brooklyn: forty-eightyear old. He has two felony convictions. His last conviction was
for criminal possession and sale of a controlled substance. He was sentenced to 10
years. He served his entire sentence.

Casper eighteeryear old. His first and only conviction was for second degree robbery.
He was sentenced to one to three years and served two years. Ha gastj
member and is currently on parole.

Christopher: twenty-nineyear old. His first and only felony conviction was for motor
vehicle theft. He served two and a half years. He was recently chatged wi
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domestic violence which was reduced to disorderly conduct for an altercation
with his fiancée.

Daveon twenty-thregyear old. He has seven felony convictions. His last conviction was
for robbery. He was sentenced to and served 13 months. Daveon is currently on
probation. He is former gang member

Hafiz: twenty-nineyear old. He has two felony convictions. His last conviction was
for possession of a weapon in the third degree. He served four years.

Jason twenty-eight year old. He has three felony convictions. His last camviatas
for conspiracy. He was sentenced to three and a half to seven years. He served
three and a half years. He is a former gang member.

John forty-one year old. He has four felony convictions. His last conviction was
for armed robbery. He was sentenced to eight to 16 years. He served 14 years.

Kobe forty-two year old. He has five felony convictions. His last convictios wa
for robbery. He was sentenced to 10 years and served the entire sentence. He is a
former gang member.

Mark : thirty year old. He has two felony convictions. His last conviction was
for distribution of a controlled substance. He was sentenced to 10 years in prison
and he served nine years. He is a former gang member.

Marshall: twenty-oneyear old. He has four felony convictions. His last conviction was
for armed robbery. He was sentenced to one to three years in prison. He served a
year and four months. He is currently on parole.

Nate: forty year old. He has three felony convictions. His last conviction was
for conspiracy and sale of a controlled substance. He was sentenced to 10 years.
He served eight years and two months in federal prison. He is currently on parole

Patrick: forty-six year old. He has five felony convictions. His last conviction was
for sale of a controlled substance. He served six years. He is currentlyots par

Shane: forty-sevenyear old. He has three felony convictions. His last conviction was
for burglary. He was sentenced to 15 years. He served 13 years.
He is currently on parole.

Shyleek twenty-eightyear old. He has two felony convictions. His last conviction was
for robbery. He was sentenced to two to four years and served three and a half
years. He is a former gang member and is currently on probation.
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Steven twenty-fouryear old. He has three felony convictions. His last conviction was
for sale of a controlled substance. He was sentenced to one year in prison. He

served nine months. He is a former gang member.

Table 1. Biographical Profile of the Men

Participant Age Last Conviction Time Served
Alex 53 Grand larceny 2 years
Alvin 61 Homicide 23 years

Brooklyn 48 Criminal possession; sale of a controlled substance 10 years
Casper 18 Second degree robbery 2 years
Christopher 29 Motor-vehicular theft 2 Y2 years
Daveon 23 Robbery 13 months
Hafiz 29 Possession of a weapon in third degree 4 years
Jason 28 Conspiracy 3 Y2 years
John 41 Armed robbery 14 years
Kobe 42 Robbery 10 years
Mark 30 Distribution of a controlled substance 10 years
Marshall 21 Armed robbery 15 months
Nate 44 Conspiracy; sale of a controlled substance 10 years
Patrick 46 Sale of a controlled substance 6 years
Shane a7 Burglary 13 years
Shyleek 28 Robbery 3 Y2 years
Steven 24 Sale of a controlled Substance 9 months
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The Women

Afi: thirty-eight year oldHer first and only conviction was for manslaughter and
attempted murder. She was sentenced to 10 %2 to 31 years.
She served 20 years in prison. She is currently on parole.

Chervantes thirty-three year old. She was convicted of attempted forgery
and served two years in prison. She has one prior felony conviction.

Charisma: twenty-four year old. She has three prior felony convictions. Her last
conviction was for sale of controlled substances. She was sentenced tana year i
prison and served ten months.

Deborah fifty-one year old lesbian. She has three prior felony convictions alder |
convicted was for burglary. She was sentenced to six years to lifeeiShd six
years. She is currently on parole.

Kamesha: twenty-four year old. She was convicted of first degree burglary. She was
sentenced to and served a year in prison.

Kim: forty-seven year old lesbian. She has two felony convictions. Her last comvict
was for sale of a controlled substance. She served two years in prison.

Maria: fifty-one year old. Her first and only conviction was for second degree rabbery
She served four years in prison. She is currently on parole.

Monica twenty-two year old. She has two felony convictions. Her last conviction was
for manslaughter in the first degree. She served two years and six months in
prison. She is currently on parole.

Nancy: forty-four year old. She has three felony convictions, including manslaughte
Her last conviction was for robbery and conspiracy. She served five years in
prison. Nancy is currently on parole.

Savaghn thirty-five year old. She was convicted of sale of a controlled substance. She
served two years in prison.

Shaniqua  twenty- two year old. Her last conviction was for aggravated assault.
She was sentenced to a year in prison. She served six months.

Tabbie: twenty-eight year old. Her first and only conviction was for conspiracy. She
served two years in federal prison.
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Table 2: Biographical Profile of the Women

Participant
Afi
Chervantes
Charisma
Deborah
Kamesha
Kim
Maria
Monica
Nancy
Savaghn
Shaniqua

Tabbie

Age

38

33

24

51

24

a7

51

22

44

35

22

28

Last Conviction

Manslaughter; attempted murder

Attempted forgery

Sale of a controlled substance

Burglary

First degree burglary

Sale of a controlled substance

Second degree robbery
Manslaughter

Robbery; conspiracy

Sale of a controlled substance
Aggravated assault

Conspiracy

Time Served
20 years
2 years
10 months
6 years
1 year
2 years
4 years
2 Y years
5 years
2 years
6 months

2 years
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CHAPTER FIVE: RESULTS FROM FORMERLY INCARCERATED CLIENT S’
INTERVIEWS
Introduction
This chapter begins with an overview of the organization of data. Secondly, the major
challenges and issues encountered by African American men and women daming aee
discussed. In doing so, themes that emerged from each of the cases areddesgréae detail.
Themes are presented and accompanied by rich quotes representing parteiparnences and

perspectives. Lastly, a comparative analysis of the men’s and womernieerges is given.

Organization of Data Analysis

The analysis of data was guided by the theoretical orientations of restquatice,
critical race, and critical race feminism theories. The data septed based on themes that
emerged from the data. In doing so, the men’s data is presented first, follpwexhvipomen’s
data. Findings from the in-depth interviews are categorized by three majoed: challenges
associated with reentry, sources of conflict between the formerly inaedeand their partners,
and experiences of intimate partner violence during reentry. Included inalysia of the
women'’s experiences of IPV is subsection examining the experiences lufeth@vomen who

were involved in same-sex relationships.

Challenges Associated with Reentry: Men
As several men acknowledge, finding employment, stable housing, and resolving
fatherly roles were several challenges they encountered. Consigteptevious literature
(Taylor-Greene, Polzer, & Lavin-Loucks, 2006; Petersilia, 2004; Ritchie, 200&;&Gsear,

2001) having a job is the necessary foundation for coping with the other challermggstaeds
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with reentry. However, many men return with limited marketable skills aperexnce. The men
agree that finding a job is not an easy task. Jason, who recently served threalbgdaashfor
conspiracy said, “It's hard to get a job. It ain’t easy when you get outShdH, who has four
felony convictions and recently served a year and four months for armed robkapyykeciges,
“with jobs they would look at my record and tell me | can’t workcan't really get a job, | can
go look for a job, but they are going to be like what you got?” John, who served 14oydass f
last conviction of armed robbery, also shares the difficulties associatedatuially obtaining a
job:
By just being a felon you have major strikes behind you that’s hard for you agajgt
especially my age, | am almost forty years old and | never worked a day life. |
don’t know what it's like to have an honest job, an honest day of work.
Several men acknowledge that race has played a role in limiting their engpibgpportunities.
Jason, who recently served three and half years for conspiracy, statesrd¥e is always going
to play a part, especially in this society.” Similarly Steven, a fogaag member with three
felony convictions, remarks:
If you black and you got a felony and you try to get a job at a store they are @tong t
at you like you are going to try and rob their store. Plus you got a felofour
background its definitely going to be hard. You black at that and | got braids and all that
other stuff it takes away from us.
Conversely, Shyleek, a former gang member who was convicted of asbimsty,
acknowledges that being black means “some doors may never open for you.” Patricks who ha
five felony convictions and recently served six years for armed robbéiyeeShyleek’s

statement:
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A black man with a conviction is like you are fighting all the time and you gat’out
of this cage, you fighting you fighting you are fighting but every now and themitiey
open a door... when they open a door you have to step through that door and do
everything you can to stay in that door.
Similarly, Casper, an 18 year old gang member who served two yearsdadskegree robbery,
acknowledges that being black:
Means life is hard, real honesty. It's going to be harder in every aspetieve with all
honesty | believe if a white person put in a job application somewhere and | put one in
and we both have GED’s he is going to be picked still. | believe so.
Some of the men were not interested in working right after they wereeglam prison.
Alvin, a 61 year old who served 23 years in prison for homicide, expressed why hewdidn’
to get a job right away.
| didn’t want to work right way. | didn’t want to do anything. | wanted to be easy, tast
the coffee and just relax and then slowly reintegrate myself back. Commmgfsecure
environment to freedom out here the cultural shock is unbelievable. | had to be easy and |
had a timeline. The first three months | would like to do this and in six months this and |
followed that.
Several men pointed out that their lack of employment madergregty difficult for them to
stay off the streets and avoid the negative peer influenceottest accompanies street life.
Jason, who recently served three and a half years for conspidcylarshall, who has four
felonies and recently served a year and four months for armed rpllesgribed the related
challenges of staying off the streets. Jason admits, “RgltI’'m still trying to get a job.” He
said that he has been on a lot of interviews; however, employemuailyt tell him, “I'm going
to call you, I'm going to call you, I'm going to call you. Right naiwn not trying to hustle.” As

a result, he acknowledges that, “My support group | don’t have one @. tiMg support group
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is welfare, food stamps.” Jason also admits due to unemploymetacknaf funds, “last month
| really had to hard [return to crime] to get my daughter semeakers. | didn’t want her [mother
of his children] to ask her man for the money so | had to go hattefdr Marshall also admits
that, “Staying of the streets” is a challenge. He mentibas when he was first released he
informed his mother that he was going to stay out of thetstr&larshall said, “That lasted for
about three days, then | was back on the street.” Marshall emgfdlsat although he was not
robbing people, he was around things he was not supposed to be around.
Housing
In terms of housing, as previously outlined, at the time of the interview, five men were
living with their significant other, four were living with their mother, thremevhomeless, two
were living on their own, one was residing in temporary/subsidized housing av#ilahigh
the Fortune Society, one was residing in transitional housing, and one was negidiadriend.
Securing housing is a significant challenge. Patrick, who has five felony tonsiand recently
served six years for armed robbery, states:
When | came home | went to the shelter. | went to Wards Island, the Operirbeor.
open door is like a walk in emergency, but there are no beds. You have to sleep on
chairs... You sleep in chairs, there are no beds. It's like coed. You have men and women
there, all over the place.
Alex, who served two years for grand larceny and criminal possession okd fosgrument,
states:
| didn’t have any definite place where | was going to be staying at Wipet released the
second time. | didn’t want to stay with my family members because my moready
begun taking care of my daughters because of the loss of my significant gther, m

girlfriend. So what | did | went into a program called Ready, Willing, and Alble...
stayed there for a little while. I didn’t like the idea of doing the type okwat they had
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me doing. So | left from out of that program and just started floating around toyfimgl t

my way a little bit, trying to find my way.

Brooklyn, who served 10 years for criminal possession and sale of a controlled ®jbstanc
discussed his dilemma. Due to Brooklyn’s prior drug conviction he was unable to live in public
housing. As Petersilia (2003) asserts, laws excluding persons with dyog éelnvictions from
public housing make finding safe and stable housing extremely difficult. Brooktgs stas far

as housing, yes the projects, | was told that | was ineligible becausedofitheharges. As a

result, Brooklyn has been living in and out of homeless shelters since higreleas

Several of the men returned to live with their mothers. Keith, who served 13 years fo
burglary, has a lot of respect and admiration for his mother. He loves his motlgiadédar
enjoys the time he shares with her. Keith’s mother provided him with his own living sjeere
he is very comfortable. He cheerfully expresses, “it's just me and mysrhbia states, “I love
my mother to death.” Due to his father being absent in his life, his mom served lees wdé
as the role of his father. As a result, Keith vowed, “I would never be that waynyithildren.”
He acknowledges that he and his daughter are, “very, very, close.” Keith says#ihees to
have an excellent relationship with his mother.

Like Keith, after release, Marshall, who has four felony convictions amdhtligserved a
year and four months for armed robbery, adores his mother. He states, “I love ndukesn
She loves me.” He was elated to reunite with his mother, he states, tHeMasppiest person in
the world.” When Marshall returned home, he engaged in an in-depth conversatiorswith hi
mother. He vowed to stay off the streets; however that was short lived.

Jason, a former gang member who served three and a half years for conspuamd re

to live with his mother. Unlike the relationship Keith and Marshall share withrttether, Jason
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acknowledges that his relationship with his mother is not that great. Jason expitedgkehave
resentment towards her for throwing me in foster care.” Jason confedsbe ttedationship
with his mom is rocky and that the stress associated with getting hisdkeobarack has been
overwhelming at times. As a result, Jason has violated his parole on threentlibflerasions.
Each violation was a result of substance abuse. Jason claims, “I didn’t want noyheam’s
mouth.” He admits that he would go out and smoke marijuana before returning home.
Afterwards, Jason admits he “was so high,” he states “I didn’t know what shelkuag #&bout.
| hear her yelling, that's all | hear.”

Similarly, Casper, an 18 year old former gang member who served tveofgeaecond
degree burglary, expressed resentment towards his mother. Casper, who is orteesf kods,
was raised by his aunt who he calls his mother. He acknowledged that growingasgust him
and his mother, until she had a child of her own. He explains that things suddenly changed and
“anyone could see the difference.” Casper and his mother stopped spending ¢itmer tagd
his newborn brother was now the center of attention. Casper acknowledged thatrmatehe
would ask his mother to buy him clothes. She would say no, but would return home with clothes
for his brother.

Although Casper is currently living with his mother he acknowledged that there is no
communication between the two of them. He states, “she comes in from work, sheogohat
she got to do and that’s it.” Casper admits that he just wants his mother to understamel wha
went through. He states, “l want her to really know that | turned everytrong@ I’'m doing
everything so far.” Casper recently completed his GED. He exclaim&s'bushing myself. |
didn’t know how far I could go until | pushed myself.” He is determined to make his mothe

proud.
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Resolving Fatherly Roles

Thirteen of the seventeen men are fathers. Many of the men were forthctmun ghe
relationships with their children, including the sacrifices, obstacles, and oftes tihe
selfishness they experienced. They said their children are very importaetrt@ihd they went
through great lengths to try to provide for them. Alex, who served two yearsfat lgrceny
and criminal possession of forged instruments, suffered a loss while incadcdita¢ mother of
his children unexpectedly died from an aneurysm. He states:

| lost my kids mother while | was incarcerated. That was kind of hard becausd whil

was incarcerated, | didn’t have any idea that she was sick at the time. Th&anjhy]

didn’t want me to know while | was incarcerated that my significant othen’twdoing

very well.
Alex explained that while preparing for his release, his sisteryinatte him a letter informing
him of his girlfriend’s iliness. Initially, the family thought it was ineXls best interest for him
to serve his sentence without knowing about his girlfriend’s condition. He acknowledges
however, “it was devastating to me.” Alex strongly believed that they @tawe informed him
earlier of her illness. He confesses that, “it’s still difficulthstday to even talk about. It's one
of those things that | had to try and overcome.”

As a result of his girlfriend’s illness and untimely passing, Alex’s mdibeame the
primary caregiver of his twin girls. Once released, Alex decided not to bexroaritional
burden on his mother and checked himself into a shelter. He strategicallyebeoar@less to
ensure that his twin daughters had a place to live. Since his release, Alexladgeswhat he
has been, “floating around trying to find my way a little bit, trying to findway.” Despite not

having a place a live, Alex realized that his twins’ livelihood was more imgdttan his own.
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Alvin, who served 23 years for homicide, explained that he is rebuilding his rel@ionsh
with his son. He acknowledges that while serving his 23 year sentence, hig éxemght his
son to visit him only once. Alvin expresses this was a tough visit for him. He sthiesdise
with her new husband to introduce me to him and wanted me to sign the adoption papers to
change my son’s name over. Very tough visit for me, but I didn’t sign that.” Todag, Al
recognizes that his life is about family, reintegration, and bonding. He is detdrto
strengthen the bond with his son.

Nate, who served ten years in federal prison for conspiracy and sale ofcdl@dnt
substance, openly discusses his love for not only his two children, but his two grandchildren as
well. Nate’s son is currently in college and his daughter recently to@ka feom college after
giving birth to her second child. Nate attributes his children’s success toltrisrgd and
acknowledges that he has “a good woman” and “great kids.” Nate, like many of thenether
acknowledges that family is what helps him get through this difficult time=’&story, like so
many of the other stories, sheds light toward the complexities of the men amsh\wdires.

Even though they encounter many challenges, based on their accounts, they are loving,
supportive, and determined to have a better life for themselves and theiegamil

In addition, Shyleek, a former gang member who has several armed robheigtions,
explains the challenges he experienced as a result of trying to juggle spgandimgth his three
children. His children are very important to him and he travels to Staten Island tosvaddest
son, then to Queens to visit his youngest son, and finally another area in Queens to visit his
daughter. Shyleek is determined to spend time with his children; however, travekngnoa
forth is an obstacle being that he is currently unemployed. He asserts that theteasmot that

bad. However, Shyleek states:
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It's just the metro card. When the program [Fortune] gives me the metro | trg tbais
metro only for the program because if | put another swipe on it, | won’t be able to come
to the program. So it’s kind of difficult, but | have been dealing with it. My son
understands when | can’t come and why | can’t come.
Mark, a former gang member who served 10 years in federal prison for distribfiharcotics,
discussed his family relations. Mark confesses that he is “a mama’s boy” arsd imade some
bad decisions. A father of three boys, Mark is determined to ensure that his sonbdidee a
life than he had. Mark is currently employed and admits that he is “investing liferfor their
[his wife and kids] future. He states:
| am doing most of the support now because my salary is huge. | made it in other words.
From being a gang member, from a young adolescent who didn’t have all the answers
broken home where | didn’t have a father, | am not going to do that to my boys. team he
for them.
Christopher, who was recently charged with disorderly conduct for an altbereath his
fiancée, discusses some of the challenges he endured with his children. Christdgher a
fiancée encountered some financial difficulties and, as a result, the famid into a homeless
shelter for a couple of months. Shortly after, Christopher found an apartment fanitysda
rent. The apartment however, was infested with roaches. The infestatiso Wwag the roaches
started “crawling in my daughter’s ears and popping up in school in her book bag.” Due to the
frustration associated with their living conditions and financial crisis, ©pher and his fiancée
were involved in a domestic dispute. As a result, the entire family was taken te¢hepr
Christopher states, “they [police] wanted to take somebody to jail, so they tookaery

This was a life changing experience for Christopher. Seeing his chitdtke jail cell across

from him was devastating.
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For some men, getting their own life on track was paramount. John, who served 14 years
for armed robbery, explains, “I said to myself | am not going to come homankisvbrrying
about this person and that person. | got to get on track.” He acknowledges that it is like
“rebuilding all over again.” At this point, John saved a substantial amount of nmomegyer,
he came to the conclusion that, “they [his children] were alright for 14 yaaighay would be
alright until he got his life together. Like John, Jason, a former gang membeemwbd three
and a half years for conspiracy, was focused on getting his life togettiesugth the mother of
his children constantly calls to arrange for Jason to spend time with his kidsbuital is, “If |
was locked up what would you do?” Jason acknowledges, “I have to get myself togethan.” Jas
and John strongly believes that their children would benefit from them takinig &riite to

rebuild their lives so they could be better providers for their children.

Sources of Conflict Between Formerly Incarcerated Men and Their Partners

The majority of men openly discussed their intimate relationships and wttegher
challenges associated with reentry create conflict in thetiae$hips. From their discussions,
several themes emerged: 1) efforts to reestablish roles; and 2) issuedetify. For the most
part, the men provided insight and accounts into the ways in which they believattheite
partner causes conflict.
Efforts to Reestablish Roles

Several of the men pointed out the difficulties of reestablishing intimateraaips
during reentryReunited couples face many challenges. Previous literature acknowtledges
men’s adaptation to prison life impairs their ability to be good husbands, boyfriendstheand fa

when they return home (Rose & Clear, 2001). Kobe, a former gang member who/ reeeset
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ten years for robbery, experienced a lot of difficulties with his girlétiduring reentry. He has
been trying to figure out the connection and whether or not the problems experiensed in hi
relationship were related to his prison experience. Kobe served the lagtdosiof his prison
sentence in solitary confinement. He states, “l want a relationship, launt lthe right
relationship. It's bizarre. It's really bizarre. | don’t know if prison did tioatne, whereas the
emotional side of a woman, | can’t communicate to women like | should.”

Additionally, because prison relieves men of adult roles and responsibilities,faster
a childlike dependency. Daveon, who has seven felony convictions and recently sewed thr
and a half years for conspiracy, when speaking of his situation with hisegidfstates, “she
knows right now | can’t do as much as | want to do.” He acknowledges that as a rastlt of
having a “job a day in my life sometimes we get along, sometimes we dorewveérsia former
gang member with three felony convictions, expresses similar setsinhe reluctantly
acknowledges, “my girl she is holding it down now. She is working two jobs. She said as long
| am not going out getting in trouble, and doing what you are not supposed to do, you are fine
you can stay here.”

Men'’s efforts to reestablish their role in the relationship created cifuitisome.
Several of the men returned home to existing intimate relationships. In nsagdes, during
the time spent apart, both partners’ ideas and expectations about the fefatbasged.
Several men acknowledge how not being able to provide created conflict in thgomsips.
Jason, a former gang member who served three and half years for consppacgnced
conflict with the mother of his child, his ex-girlfriend. He explained how thingsgddonce he

was unable to provide when he returned home from prison:
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| don’t have any money. She knows I'm not working. She knows it's hard for me to get a
job. Her little boyfriend got a little construction job so she looks at me like iptiushit.

You ain’t nothing. | look at her like when | was selling drugs and shit | was that togg

you. I'm focused on my career right now. I'm going hard. I'm treating thdirfg the job

thing like | am selling drugs. | am feigning to get to the top.
Jason further acknowledges the tension between him and his ex-girlfriermidi@e constantly
tells him, “You ain’t this, you ain’t a good father.” He argued, “what y@an I'm not a good
father? | take my kids to the park. | do everything | have to do with them. I'nkedwp father
because I'm not working?” Consistent with previous research (Oliver, 1989) ferraem
financial uncertainty may lead to stress that may in turn, contribute to iatpagtner violence.
Issues of Infidelity

Previous research acknowledges that intimate partner conflicteats in violence is
often rooted in men’s efforts to control their partner’s behaffarrison & Oliver, 2005). A
number of participants appeared to confirm this dynamic. Althougty mhthe men appear to
be controlling in their relationships, they did not acknowledge or owh bahavior. Instead
they provide justifications for their actions and ultimately blahegr female partners. Making
accusations of infidelity represents a common way men create cevithdheir partners.

The majority of men discussed specifically the ways in which they baheweintimate
partners contributed to conflict in the relationship. They did not “own” their behavioyebut
characterized their behavior as being a result of their female parmicédas. These narratives
are provided in order to give a complete profile of what was understood of the mehéo be t
dynamics of violence. Issues of infidelity were also identified as conttptai conflict in their
relationships.

For Kobe, a former gang member who recently served ten years fat eobiery,

conflict began in his relationship when indifferences between he and hiegdlbegan to
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occur. He felt as if he could not be himself around her. He acknowledges thak genldemns

sparked when he wanted to explore different things sexually:

Sexually it was a lot of things mixed up. | don’t know how to yelu this. This is
personal. | was away for a long time so | wanted to exptoreadly different things and

| made her feel uncomfortable with certain things. She maddegidike | couldn’t
explore.She used to tell me no that make me feel uncomfortable. Sheavpedsy. She
doesn't talk to her friends about sex. | was feeling likevea® too fake, but that was the
way she was raised, real reserved. | wanted someone diffesergpse who was sure
about their sexuality, willing to explore...a freak. That's whattet me probably not
paying attention to our relationship and stepping outside of the relationship.

Kobe recalls how things escalated as a result of him stepping out:

It got crazy. It got to a point where the trust was damaged. | coulnin’'t g
anywhere without her where you at? A lot of the times | wasn’t doingiagyth
and it was just a real volatile situation. | started running from that. | deed
that.. | was in prison all of this time. | am self sufficient don’t need a
woman. | don’t need to sleep on a woman’s couch.

Casper, an 18 year old gang member who served two years for second degree rabdeery, st

We go through stuff. Right now we are going through stuff. We go through a lot. Right
now, | be having that feeling like something is not right about it. I trust her, but | be
seeing too much stuff. | try to put myself in that position. If | got a giil agirl got a
boyfriend and I'm trying to talk to her on the low then...on her face book | will see
messages she sent but | won’t see messages they sent. | know she be tléledin’ i
really say too much about it. | just want to get my stuff righie.are going to just build
together.

Casper believes that his girlfriend was cheating on him. He mentionshtatthey were upset
at each other it is usually because she is doing something. He often goes thraegjlphene.

He describes what it was like:
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I'll look at it and I will give it back to her. She will look at it and she will alneldow.

| wouldn’t say nothing. She be like oh it's not what you are thinking. | don’t even want to

hear it sometimes. | will just leave. I'll be like | see you later.

Marshall, who has four felony convictions and recently served a year and four riworathreed
robbery, admits that the conflict in his relationships is due to his infidelityckieoaledges that
his girlfriend hears, “stuff from friends that | be cheating and they begee in cars.” When
asked if he is cheating on his girlfriend, he said, “I ain’t going to lie. Shellielike twice. She
didn’t hear it over a million times. | guess that’'s enough for her to belidgast something
happened.” He further states that his mother’s neighbor told his girlfriend him riding with
another woman. lronically, he confessed, “I had sex with her too.”

The men discussed various sources of conflict in their intimateoredaips. The primary
sources of conflict stemmed from their efforts to reestablish theiriroteg relationship and
dealing with issues of infidelity. In efforts to establish their rolegs & communication skills,
financial dependency, and financial uncertainty contributed to conflict bet\veenen and their
intimate partners. Specifically, not having a job and being unable to provideifantimeate
partner and children appeared stressful for the men. In regards to infisieNiyal of the men
committed infidelities; however, they tried to control the behavior of thematg partners due
to their guilty conscious. By their admission, several men were unfaithfiuéitofemale

partners, yet they wanted to control their partner’s behavior.

Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence During Reentry
Conflict is an inevitable part of intimate relationships. In the absence of pramagc

mechanisms or an effective way of dealing with the conflict, violence cae ¢Hsirston &
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Oliver, 2006). Men were perpetrators of emotional and physical violence and atsedda
receive physical and emotional violence from their female partner. Fordhgin the majority
of the narratives, when first asked about physical violence they responded, ‘hit¢ernales.”
However, as the interviews went on they revealed something different. Foajiréyrof the
men, after the admission of physical violence, they quickly assumed the thé&vaétim by
asserting that their actions were a reflex or they were simpdyimgdo their partners’ behavior.
Emotional Violence

Several men shared their stories about incidents of verbal abuse. Kobe, a torgner g
member who served ten years for armed robbery, acknowledges that the ndterfggbting
between him and his girlfriend was verbal. He explains, “that was the nature agfrgundfi
because it would never go physical. On her part she use to throw stuff, my defersseantzal
lashing.” Kobe continues to provide details of his verbal lashing, and admitsing tasl
girlfriend a “fat, fat bitch, and that was only just to hurt her. It was intentionalused’'m not
physical...l would like to hurt you because | can’t hurt you physically.” Kobe explainghka
verbal lashing was reciprocal. He acknowledges that his girlfriend wouldaotiggemind him
“you will never be nothing.” She often referred to him as an “ingrate, jailnaiadow life.”
After eight months of verbal abuse, Kobe states, “I was tired. | didn’t want tatetée stuff
anymore.” That was the first breakup; however, they go back and forth imettagionship.

Jason, a former gang member who served three and a half years for conspiracy,
acknowledges the verbal abuse he experienced from his ex-girlfriend Hneihgir In speaking
about his ex-girlfriend Jason states, “she comes in your face teligoand tell you that. Just
let you feel like you ain’t nothing.” Jason expressed that because of her bdteafgets, “like |

ain’t nothing.” Patrick, who has five felony convictions and recently servegkars for armed
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robbery, acknowledges that arguments were common between him and his girlfriedchitde a

they would scream and shout at each other. He describes an incident that occurred one day
Yeah she cursed me out one day in the streets... I'm walking we were supposed to be
going somewhere. Just come on! It’s like I'm her son or something. She talksliteerh
am her son. Come on! | left her and got on the trdipaid my fare. | stood there and
waited for the train to come. She came in and said, “What you paid your fare for! Get
out?! Come on and walked out the door said young lady! | tried to catch her. She got
out screaming and cursing! She was still walking, she didn’t st@mt on the train and

broke out. | am going all the way out to Far Rockaway that’s like a two hour ride from
Manhattan. When | get out there you can’t be acting like that. | said I'm out.

Daveon, who has seven felony convictions and recently served three and argdlfryea
conspiracy, said “I'm real respectful. | don’t hit females. She willica&lnames, but | ignore
her.” When asked about his relationship and whether or not there was any tensionair confli
between him and his girlfriend, Brooklyn, who served 10 years for criminal passessl sale
of a controlled substance, said, “Of course of course...once again she isaegywstled and
very opinionated. | have learned to separate, that helps me to deal with her raspef,@n
eighteen year old gang member who served two years for second degrew, i@bbe
acknowledges that there is verbal abuse in his relationship. He statésutssyeach other out.”
Physical violence occurs in the relationship as well. He states, “shethme but not to hurt me.
| will never do that to her, that is not in my nature. Never!”
Physical violence

Six of the men experienced physical violence during reentry. The levels afogole
varied greatly. Kobe, a former gang member who served ten yearson fmsarmed robbery

states:
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It got physical on her part. She use to throw picture frames and things like thas That
not me. | tend to run from thatwhen | noticed there was a difference between she and I,
when | felt like | couldn’t be myself.'m not saying that I'm not a thug, | am, | really

am, that’s in me. It probably won’t go anywhere; you will see it comerout fime to

time. I'm not proud of it. | am from the street. I've been to jail all thesesyd’'ve been

in the streets all these years. | just learned how to be professional.

He continues:

| wasn’t physical, but she would get to physical point throwing stuff. She would do this a
lot. She use to run up on me and throw her chest up on me and I'm like what? What? |
use to turn her around, push her aside, walk away.
Kobe acknowledges that his girlfriend threw picture frames and an itomdiefore. As
previously mentioned, several of the men, when asked if they have ever hit a woman, tgsponde
“I don’t hit women,” however, the next few excerpts provide insight. Patrick ewgpdai incident
that he experienced with his girlfriend one day. He expresses that his refspbissgirlfriend’s
episodes of violence is “I give her a shake.” When trying to make sense atfhisngi’'s
behavior he states:
First of all, I know the last person she was with whipped her daily, whipped her crazy. |
would never actually put my hands on you, but if she comes at me crazy, | got to. Why
you hit me? | am shaking her. I am hitting her. She will tell her farmhiyher. They

look at her, they know me, and they see me. They will look at her and will be like no he
didn’t hit her...Nah he didn’t hit you.

When asked if he ever hit a woman, Patrick responds:

Nah, I don’t hit women. | will grab you. | will hold you because she goes crazy.t¥pu s
it. I will put you in a bear hug. You can’t move. You can’t run. “Ahh get off of me. You
are abusing me.” | am like woman just calm down. | try to calm her down. Iforae c

at me | got to grab you. | got to hold you. I'm not letting you go. So what?
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Christopher, who was recently charged with disorderly conduct for an &thereath his

fiancée, also recalls an incident:

She pushed me, | pushed her. The next thing | know we are wrestling...just pushing and
shoving. The neighbor downstairs called the police. The police came and we let them
upstairs. We didn’t respect them when they came in. They got mad and of course they
wanted to take somebody to jail so they took everybody. Me, my kids were in the same
jail. I could see my kids hanging their hands out the bars and it was tearing me apar

When probing further about violence occurring within their relationship, Christoggomded:

We are not like that. That one particular day stuff happens. A lot of stuff built up, we
didn’t talk about it enough the night before, no pillow talk and it got out of the way, that
was all it was...l never hit her. | never abused her. She had no marks, | had notmarks, i
was just pushing and shoving....he called the police to do that.

Marshall provides further insight into the types of violence that occurs eetioanerly
incarcerated men and their intimate partners. More specifically, heug\as understanding of

how some men perceive their actions as he states:

She threw stuff at me before and she pulled a knife out too. | told her if she cut me | am
going to cut her back. So | guess she thought about it. Over three timescLifiasgs

with my baby moms... | started saying wild crazy shit. The bitch talking adoght

I’'m leaving... | said you ain’t going nowhere. | started fucking her upla bit. She was
trying but | am a man she’s not going to do nothing to me.

While Shyleek, a former gang member who served three and a half yelaiss|&st conviction

of robbery states:

Yelling and cursing is one thing, but she step in my face, she rolls her el/bsr ttps

and all this other stuff, “You ain’t, shit you ain’t never going to be shit, you a\gaing

to be a gang member.’ That kind of hurts. She punched me like a guy...l was wrong for
cheating, okay but you punched me with some strength. So my reaction is to hit back. |
can't just take a punch and hold back...She put the flat iron on my shoulder. It burned so
bad... |tried to burn her back. It was already unplugged.
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And Jason, a former gang member who served three and a half years foracyresgitains:
Don't get me wrong, me and my baby mom we fought. She has swinging problems that's
one reason why | had to leave her alone... when she don’t get her way shetwill star
throwing shit, fight, cussing ...I'm not going to lie, but I hit her back once. She punched

the shit out of me. | didn’t mean to hit her, but it was kind of like a reflex. My baby mom
she hits hard. | had to leave her. | couldn’t deal with it.

Summary of Men’s Experiences of IPV During Reentry

In summation, there are many challenges that African American meargacduring
reentry. Consistent with previous literature, this study found employment and holallenges
for black men. The findings also reveal that reestablishing roles and issogdadity are
sources of conflict in men’s intimate relationships. Furthermore, intingaiteqy violence occurs
in the lives of African American men. Emotional and physical violence wergvthprtmary
types of violence experienced by the men in this study. In addition, the men, faryghpart,
viewed themselves as victims of violence and merely reacting to violenceéraepdy their
female partners. They often rationalized their behavior on the grounds that tirerga
actions provoked or caused the violence and that they simply reacted to the situasios. Thi
consistent with the literature on minimalization, blaming, and...

In terms of race and gender, the men discussed their experiencescksradslaluring
reentry. The majority acknowledged that race plays an integral part in theupipest
available, especially regarding employment. Alvin, who served 23 years foritlerard
Christopher, who was recently charged with disorderly conduct for an altereath his fiancé,

responses captures the complexities of being a black man during reentnyaédapowledges,

99



“being a black man is a proud feeling for me, but it's one that tells me t betsharp, be
careful, and be vigilant being black in American it's not the easiest thingitaBly, Christopher
contends, “as black men, we are looked down upon... | think for blacks you always have
something to prove.” Christopher continues, “I am a black man that doesn’t meaopbkanst

that just means | have to work harder.”

Challenges Associated with Reentry for Women

Many of the women'’s experiences relate to the corresponding litergindéng
employment is a major issue for many women returning to their communifiigchge (2001)
has shown. Finding and maintaining a job provides the necessary foundation for coping with
other challenges associated with reentry. As the women acknowledge, findingreemiand a
stable place to live is essential; however, many of the women returned wigd Immarketable
skills and experience. In general, women’s challenges were assoaigh employment,
housing, mental health issues, and resolving motherly roles.
Employment

Finding and maintaining a job was an issue for several women. Maria, who smived f
years for a crime she was involved in with her husband, states, “I am lookingboriésjhard.
| have a felony and | have robbery in the second degree. It's considered violemtiughaho
was convicted of aggravated assault against her boyfriend, also acknowl€ddasdiof hard
because you have the criminal background that’'s why | came here [Hatuineould get help
with that.” Similarly, Deborah, who has three felony convictions and recemtigd six years

for burglary, states:
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That’'s what it mostly is for me, employment. The only thing that's helping me now is
I’'m in a good place at Fortune. It's like none other, no other place. They give you the
time, the resources there, they give you the time to sit back and decideowlent do.
Deborah further explains the implications of not having a job:
This is killing me. | have never been unemployed 6 months in my life. It's bebola w
year. Mentally it had the most affect of not having a income. And even public
assistance, | can't even get that damn thing. What is it $80 every 2 week | ¢
yesterday they said $27. | said why? Now | got to go there and find out why. | don’t
even know why.
Several women discuss the role of race during reentry. Shaniqua, who was convicted of
aggravated assault against her boyfriend, adamantly believes that, &gca jplart in
everything, everything, everything.” Afi, who served 20 years for manslaught attempted
murder, expresses similar sentiments, when she states “in Americablaakgould be really
rough, if you are not in certain circles.” Charisma, who is currently involved in@dyusattle
with Social Services to regain custody of her son, discusses an incident thhegéadedile
interviewing for a job:
When | talk to them on the phone because | can change my voice on the phone, they be
like come to the interview, at the interview you can see their face. You know how you
can tell they are brushing you off just because you’re black? Then | walk back and a
white girl got hired... the only time race is a problem is when getting a job.
Although Kamesha, who served a year in prison for first degree burglary, found lagob, s
discusses the difficulties in maintaining it:
Well the first job | got | was so excited. | had just came home within likenteeks and
it was a maintenance working job. | got the job. They did the background check and they
let me go, so | only had that job for a month. Then | had got something off the books

through a friend. She was leaving to go to Puerto Rico and was like would you like to
take my place in restoration, repairing metal, electricity? Repgdaimps, chandeliers,
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stuff like that, and | took on to that job for a year and a half, off the books, but it was
something.

Housing

Housing was a challenge for women as well. The majority of the individiralsvwere
homeless and living in temporary housing were women. Afi, who served 20 years for

manslaughter and attempted murder, describes in detail her challettgaswging. She

explains:

| got out. They came and picked me up and | went to this place call Providence I[House.
didn’t parole to family. That could be sticky. The family members who agreed with
certain things or didn’t agree | didn’t want anybody to be like well | am oroirtg over
there because she is there so | didn’t parole to my family. I'ngsiitig through, housing
has been an obstacle for me.

Charisma, whose son was taken by child protective services ducungtady battle prior to her

last incarceration, discusses her housing situation:

| know it's going to sound weird. | wanted to come home, but when Id@ste home |

didn’t want to be home | really don’t have no family. | didn’t know vehkewas gone to
stay | am use to being in the streets. | am use to gdé#stgnoney. It was kind of like
damn am | going to stay out this time? | kept thinking aboutony Isknow even now...
Get some fast money. | am use to having name brand clothes, hairilandbna up. |

am use to having my own apartment. Not live in the shelter. It was kind of sad.

Two of the women living in the Fortune Society apartments, however, had differepégtares

on their living arrangements. Nancy, who has three felonies including mansiasgind, “I

want out of there [the Fortune Society apartments]. She did not want staff and sittestse
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“all up in my business.” Alternatively, Maria, who served four years foimae she was
involved in with her husband, was grateful and thankful for the Fortune Society:
A lot of people are not that lucky to come out of jail straight to my apartment.gihiey
a three-quarter house. And | was like wow | can cook food. They gave me eayergen
food stamps | hurried up and went and got cold cuts, and soda. | was like somebody that
comes from another country. A little kid in a toy store that was me, wow! Somebody
pinch me. You just don’t know what | have been through. | am alive. | am still like |
don’t want to wake up.
Kamesha, who served a year in prison for first degree burglary, said thagfanglace to live
has been extremely difficult for her. She has been, “fluctuating from house to habdeewds
and family.” Kamesha states, “I'm a single person with no kids so it's so haeh’tiget into no
shelter. | can't get into nowhere. There’s no help for nobody single. You have to ffieadda f
somebody out there to help you.”
Mental Health
Several of the women have been diagnosed with a mental illness and weregeceivin
treatment. Afi, who served 20 years for manslaughter and attempted musdebheateher
struggle with mental health issues:
They diagnosed me with bipolar manic depression way before | came home from pris
| don't like feed into that. | don’t buy into that. First of all, from what | read up palai
disorder, not to say | haven't had mood swings or | haven’'t went through my thiigs wit
depression, who doesn’t go through those things? Who doesn’t have ups and downs in
their life? | could see you tomorrow and you could say I'm having a bad dayilixtes
mean you are bipolar because today is a bad day and yesterday was a good day?

Afi explains that going up before the parole board on five different occasiors bitadifficult

for her. She continues:
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| took medication at first because | couldn’t sleep. | would be up for weeks and that
wasn’t good. And | said | need to sleep. When | got hit [denied] at the board the fourth
time or the fifth time | went through something. It was like | couldn’t gdtwas so like,

what are they hitting me for? Why won’t they let me go home? | got sisgute .| went

through something and the doctor was like you need to get some rest. Your body is going
to shut down in a minute. | don’t want to see that happen. He put me on something that
helped me mellow out a little bit. Like somebody had jolted me with a hit of crack.

On the other hand, Maria, who served four years for a crime she was involved in with her
husband, her diagnosis came as a result of the crime. Maria explains herigiagnos
They diagnosed me with depression and anxiety. That's the diagnosis thatvibeyega
but that's not really the issue. The issue is | see this man that | love uncotigittdha

his girlfriend right in my face. This | have to live for the rest of my lifthwthis. There is
no forgiveness for what this man did. | can never forgive him.

Similarly Nancy, who has three felonies including manslaughter, states:

I've been diagnosed with psych issues, actually my whole family. | don’t knowmgha
mother did to us. | have schizophrenia, bipolar, all of that. | almost got locked upt | we
off in the SSI building about my benefits. They called my parole officer. Evagythia
challenge to me. Keeping my attitude in check is a challenge.
Although the women have been diagnosed with a mental illness, their challenges do not end
there. As Gaes et al. (1999) has shown, in many instances, Medicaid hasrbeetee during
their incarceration. Therefore, formerly incarcerated individuals havapplyeand go without
medication while awaiting the decision. Maria’s sentiments summed thingsshp atates, “yes

| did apply. | am waiting for them to turn me down. They say the first time theydourdown.

So all I can do is apply again.”
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Resolving Motherly Roles
Although eight of the twelve women were mothers, only three women discussed their

relationship with their children in detail. Arguably, as a result of the straglatbnships a lot

of formerly incarcerated women have with their children, the women did not fe&rtabie

with discussing this issue. Maria, who served four years for a crime shawgbsed in with her

husband, admits she no longer has a relationship with her 35 year old daughter. Sh& explai
My daughter turned me in to the police... this is something that | created out of love,
carried, and bought into this world. | haven’'t seen my daughter. She never wrotd to me.
lived for two and a half years angry. | don’t want to see her because you see rismothe
door is always open, but my doors towards her, they are closed.

Nancy, who has three felony convictions including manslaughter, brieflyonedther two

daughters; however, she did explain that her mother was their primagyeanghile she was in

and out of prison. For Charisma, who lost custody of her son prior to going to prison,

reunification with her son was her primary concern. She discusses hengésile
Fighting a custody battle, | have this daughter now, they veaptt a case on her but
they can’t because I've done everything | am supposed to do.td desedrugs. | have a
drug history. | have done some things and when you trying to chang®araateytrying
to put that in your past, your past has a way of creeping out. inang to show
everybody that | am not the person that | was before and ifly tead. | didn't lose
custody of my son, they took my son for that case which wasn’t triem fighting a
custody battle with my son. My case has been going on for so londgaldese to do
parenting, they told me to do all these services for themltm&ethat they want to give
custody back to his father. Now | am just getting pissed.

Similarly, Chervantes, who served two years for attempted forgery, déscsmse of the issues

she experienced with her kids as a result of serving time in prison.

| am still dealing with the aftermath of my kids with regards to the separathave a
kid that has ADHD and aggressive disorder that’'s what they labeled & b .of it had
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to do with the fact we were separated and at the time his dad also stopped being in his
life. It was an abundance of not only me, watching a lot of the drama unfold while me
and his father was together kind of had an effect on him. Now he is in his rebeHiges s
and he has been a couple times to the hospital. He is ten. | am facing the ksanfbac
that right now.

As these accounts illustrate, the challenges of reestablishing and magarelationship with
their children are considerable. While incarcerated, the women'’s relapisngith their
children are strained by limited opportunities for visits due to the substdistahce they are
incarcerated away from their homes, financial hardship, and emotional disgeshildren
may experience as a result of their mother’s incarceration as esggrchers have shown
(Schirmer, Nellis, & Mauer, 2009; Parke & Clarke-Stewart, 2002; Richie, 2Gbilfiren of
incarcerated mothers suffer emotionally, financially, and sociatiytiaeir suffering often times,
continues after their mother is released (Schirmer, Nellis, & Mauer, 2008ayldanson, &
Farrington, 2007; Parke & Clarke-Stewart, 2002; Richie, 2001). For many womersube is
related to the custody of children, repairing relationships, and parengisgrassful. Arguably,
as a result, many of the women refrained from discussing details abouekagomships or lack

thereof, due to the emotional challenges that are difficult for them.

Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence During Reentry
This section examines the ways in which the women experienced IPV during.rééetr
experiences of three of the women who were involved in same-sex relationshigs are a
included. The women experienced intimate partner violence in physical andrahotays.
Although, the majority of women openly discussed their intimate relationshipgithagt

pinpoint specific sources of conflict. Two women briefly discussed infydas a source of
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conflict. Nancy, who has three felonies including manslaughter, said that leerdy
constantly tries to check her phone to see what guys are calling her. sAdt gpteysical
violence occurs. Similarly, Kamesha, who served a year for first dbgrgkary, admits that the
arguments and disagreements between her and her boyfriend were becaidditf.irShe
states:
Jealousy, because | would be the home type. | stayed home, | cooked, | cleaned. |
wouldn’t go out and party. That just wasn't me. | had siblings that were looking up to

me. So | couldn’t be out shaking my tail, can’t do that. So | would be in the house... He
wanted to be out there partying and | wasn't with it.

Emotional violence
Several of the women experienced emotional violence in their relationship. & tae
women were verbally abused by their intimate partner and at times, thenwaeene verbally
abusive. Maria, who served four years for a crime she was involved in with henthustaats a
divorce. Maria’s husband is currently incarcerated for the murder of his pregstess
which Maria witnessed. Maria has been threatened previously by her husband. Marialid
she leaves him he will kill her. After release from prison and seeking seimough the
Fortune Society, Maria’s husband contacted her. Maria describes what happened:
He found me here [Fortune]. | told my counselor the next letter that he sendsgaeds
it back. Tell him that | died. Tell him that | no longer come to this program.dwrh
don’t want no part of you. If you killed this woman you are willing to kill inean not
forget that day. Mentally | am messed up. The smell of the blood, the woman
gasping...him taking the kitchen knife from ear to ear, | saw the windpipe, saw
everything...took the hammer, you know how the head is round? The next thing | know

its flat. | am not afraid of him, but | refuse to die from his hands...right now hangi
the life hiding from him.
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Maria acknowledges that because of the incident that occurred with her husband,bgenhas
diagnosed with a mental iliness. She states, “| am taking mental mekscaght now because
this thing that happened. He expects for me to be his wife, to love him. | can’'t.”

A few of the women admit that they are verbally abusing their partners. Namoyas
three felonies including manslaughter, admits, “l argue and he just has tothatépt
Chervantes, one of the few women who were married, discusses her relationship with he
husband. As she states, “I think our outlooks are different, because | was pretty isectinra
the streets | think | am a little more abrupt than he is.” When asked has theempeeinsing or
yelling in the relationship Chervantes responds:

Yes and | know the ideology is that its verbal abuse and | know the stigma that comes

along with that. At the same time, I think | can tolerate that more so than what |

going through with my ex. He was physically abusive. He temporarilyyzaaine. He

snapped my back because | didn’t want to be with him anymore. He said if |aa&'t h

you can’t nobody else have you.

Chervantes also acknowledges that one incident of physical violence occurred inhehich s
initiated the violence, explaining, “yeah, yeah, yeah. | think that comes fromingedteised
and the whole ideology that this is how you deal with conflict. He was ready& ldzad to
kiss and make up and play nice.”

Same-sex violence

As previously outlined, three of the women identified themselves as lesbians and were
currently involved in same-sex relationships. They provided intricate detailstabdypes of
violence that occurred in their intimate relationship. Deborah, who hasf¢hwag convictions
and served six years for burglary, discusses the issues she experiehdbd wibman she has

been dating for seven months:
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Well it's fine. Well to be honest it's Ok. | want to go a little slower. | lbee, I'm not

really in love with her, but I love her. Its tension sometimes, cause | havééoama

account for every tiny thing. I’'m not used to that. That reminds me of controlling, makes
me think that you're trying to be controlling. First of all 'm too dominant for. that

don’t mind compromising, but | know what abuse looks like and it makes me think
controlling. It has to be a certain amount of trust here. She’s used to being in, control
people answering so that’'s where we clash at. We had two arguments in seven months
just cursing and yelling.

Upon reflection, Deborah acknowledged that recently her girlfriend initizt@dgument after
Deborah became ill and did not feel well enough to visit her. Deborah stated tibad iosher
girlfriend just understanding that she did not feel good, she assumed that Deborah wés possi
out cheating. Deborah admits, “it's nothing else behind it. Why should it be? | tolgder I
never given you a reason to think anything other so | don’t want to hear that kind.6f stuff

For Tabbie, who served two years in federal prison for conspiracy, her expenamnees
related to her controlling behavior and personality. Tabbie admits, “I havatadetT hat’s just
who | am. | am real bossy.” When asked how her girlfriend deals with her $itantrolling,
Tabbie claims, “she likes it because she is submissive.” However, Tabbie dgadants that
the submissiveness is “aggravating” at times. As a result of Tabbie toyawgtrol her
girlfriend, she acknowledges that her partner often reminds her that “| amatriotget you. |
am your friend; | am not your enemy.” In response to her controlling behavibieli@marks,
“it's just in me. | have to get over that.”

Kim, who has two felony convictions and served two years for her last convictiore of sal
of a controlled substance, discusses the different levels of violenceesxaelin the

relationships she had with several women:
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You know some of them | was in just basically | was using them to get whezdddéo

go. Then it became abusive and we were fighting. | wasn't stable you knomtallyie
emotionally, physically, spiritually | was bankrupt all across the board waad trying to

have a relationship or love somebody then | wasn’t loving myself. | felt like they we
obligated to do certain things for me because of what | did for you. They wasgree

and cheating so it became one lie after another then next thing you know it becarhe verba
and then physical.

Continuing, Kim states, “l was in an abusive relationship. | don’t know that's kind of
touchy...You not doing what you supposed to do so now we arguing and fighting because of
that.” As these accounts illustrate, many of the women experienced emuiteate in their
relationships. At times they were on the receiving end of verbal abuse, dirodgsrthey
verbally abused their intimate partners. Regardless of whether theywehesd in
heterosexual or same-sex relationships, violence occurred.
Physical violence
Several of the women who experienced physical violence in their relappsnshared
their stories. Charisma, who is currently involved in a custody battle withlSemvices to
regain custody of her son, started a relationship with one formerly incactenah who
received reentry services through the Fortune Society. She explains hoattleengrwith their
relationship began:
He was going with this girl. Around August he broke up with her... the end of my
pregnancy the girl pops back up. Not only did she pop back up, she comes and tries to
fight me while | was pregnant. | am trying to Kill the bitch! It got so badeln tried to
beat up my baby father.nerve damage in my finger because we fought... You see my
hands? He bit my finger. You see my bald spots? We have had physical alisroagr
this, over her. It's being really ridiculous. We had a fight in front of his motteer. H

dragged me out of his mother’s house, we had a fight over the girl. When | was pregnant
he use to pin me down, bruise my face.”
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When asked if she fought him back she states, “of course | fought him back! You #ehid s
god damn face!” After recalling this incident Charisma acknowledges:
Abuse is not acceptable at all. Sometimes | don'’t feel like | am pretty enSagetimes
| have low self esteem. | just have to tell myself I'm not ugly. It's natltisejust we
weren’t meant to be...l need to stop thinking about men and think about myself, love
myself truly first.
In several of the relationships, the women were perpetrators of violence. Nancy,swhceba
felonies including manslaughter, said, “I have a lot of violent crimes and a lot of vVsdass. |
have been in a lot of violent relationships. Sometimes you know how they say the woman is
always the victim? But that is not the case here. | hit on my man or niyNgricy admits that
she would throw things at him. She also confesses, “I bit him in his forehead. He rsvwieari
mark.” Nancy expresses that she knows “it’s really not good.” She admits thadrbady
abused him as well and states, “he doesn’t curse | do. | am like fuck youlkeaighat? Can
you stop cursing? I'm like don’t tell me what to do in my house!” Nancy desaibaxident
with her boyfriend:
So | open the door. He is looking all deranged in the face. The nigga tried to push his way
in the doorway. We tussling...l lose my balance...Why | got to tussle with you for my

shit [cell phone]? Before | knew it that nigga was like, slap, slap, slap...in my hesd | w
like let me get this knife and start poking his ass... | told him about it later on.

Similarly, when asked if there was ever any physical violence in laioreship Kamesha, who
served a year for first degree burglary, adamantly states, “cdeduwas. | was the abusive one,
which would be so surprising.” She admits that she was abused him and that she would, “lock
him out, if he didn’t get my things” and also throw “tantrums” and start “throwimmgy$hat

him.” She started, “kicking and biting and punching and pulling,” while he would just sgt the
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She states, “he wouldn’t harm me for nothing in the world.” But, “one day he got fed up and h
pushed me. That's the only thing he ever did was just push.”

Likewise, Shaniqua, who was convicted of aggravated assault against herahyfr
states,we would often fight. | am not the type of woman that would let a man or anyone else
just put their hands on me act like | can’t defend myself... he would verbally andadhysi
abuse me as well.” Shaniqua’s comments offered insight into how many of the wiewed
strength in their experiences with intimate partner violence. The wonueteegstrength with
the ability to endure, fight back, and survive an abusive relationship. Thismegidieled in
raising the women'’s ability to empower themselves to be active in dealingialience (Potter,
2008).

The majority of women were adamant about protecting themselves and nat@glibeir
intimate partners to hurt them without defending themselves. Kamesha, weo ae/ear for
first degree burglary, states, “it is hard, but yeah | still find myselirtyg the tendencies to put
my hands on someone, if | don’t get my way.” Kamesha sincerely expressestingents of
the majority of women in this study:

The first guy that ever put his hands on me that was just for me running my mouth, and

he was upset, and I think | said something about his mother and not knowing that she had

passed on...He hit me real hard, and | had a big eye jammie for like 14 days. That's what
happened and ever since then it was just like, I'm not going to be no one’s victim.
The women'’s stories about their experiences with intimate partner vecdeacompelling and
powerful. To fully explore what is happening in their lives, one must move beyond the powerful
storylines toward an analysis indicative of their stories on a much degper When asked,

what it meant to be a black woman, an overwhelming majority acknowledged tleatrit m
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“strength.” Charisma proclaims, “black is beautiful, it's strong, and itnsetruggle. Similarly,
the women viewed themselves as “a strong black woman.”

Before incarceration, the majority of women had a history of abuse at the hahels of t
intimate partners; however, they survived, and as a result, refused to be labeted again.
As such, there was a significant rejection of the victim label. This i@jeetas a source of
agency and power for the women. Many of their experiences relate to thepondieg
literature; rejection of the victim label is common for African Americama&n as Potter (2008)
has shown. She asserts that black women are less inclined to label thensseletansand
more inclined to fight back. Fighting back gives them a sense of agency and pirogolerce of
power for women within their intimate relationships. The women’s perceptidmag lack
women and not as victims is considered to account for their efforts to resist atalsgere
verbally and physically, and fight back. As Hillary Potter (2008) arguegdtieayal of black
women as strong, independent, and resilient, seemingly positive qualities has thel potent
stereotype black women in ways that can restrict them from seeking helpdedrsipport. This
stereotype often helps African American women to verbally and physicaliatetagainst their

abusers.

Summary of Women’s Experiences During Reentry
In summation, the women encountered many challenges during reentry. As previous
research has shown, finding employment, securing housing, mental health isduespbring
motherly roles were challenges for women. These findings also rdubatanfidelity is a
source of conflict in women'’s intimate relationships; however, the women did méibme

additional sources of conflict when discussing their experiences. |atpaainer violence
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occurred in the lives of African American women, with emotional and physiaignade being
the two primary types of violence experienced by the women. Women were botls\aatim
perpetrators of emotional and physical violence. In several of the casesphigical violence
occurred, the women were the perpetrators; however, when violence was petfimtitheir
male partners, the women did not act as passive victims, but they fought back.

In terms of race and gender, the women discussed the challenges of lbaitigv@oman
experiencing reentry. The majority of women acknowledged that racegiaggegral part in
the opportunities available, especially in regards to employment. Thegisdsssed what it
means to be a black woman reentering society. Shaniqua, who was convicted of afjgravate
assault against her boyfriend, acknowledged the criminal justice sgstamnly captures black
men but, “they also have ways of getting us caught up, | mean us black womenariesr
who served two years for attempted forgery, states, “for me, being a lbacknawith a felony
has this stigma.” Similarly, Deborah, who has three felony convictionseardtly served six
years for burglary, expresses, “being a black woman, it's a lot less oppestinMaria
acknowledges, “we get discriminated on, but that’'s been going on for years amddirag to
stay here. Kim’s statements capture the essence of what the women welendeShe states:

Even though | know that there are differences, | just live my life...I see it,daut't see

it. I'm African American that's how | classify myself. I'm proud. nj@y being African

American. | enjoy being a woman. |do. Itjust means to me like right now whare |

in my life, it means that | have to work harder. | feel like | need to take mg plany
life and as well as in society...I'm doing what | need to do, but I'm so far behind.
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Comparative Analysis

This section outlines the differences and similarities between therndesmcemen. The
comparative analysis is based on the three major themes: challengestedsath reentry,
sources of conflict between formerly incarcerated individuals and thereparand experiences
of violence during reentry. This analysis is guided by the theorét@cakwork of restorative
justice, critical race, and critical race feminism theories.
Challenges Associated with Reentry

Men and women shared common issues related to reentry. Securing employment and
obtaining housing is a challenge for many formerly incarcerated men and wifearand
women both have problems with finding and maintaining a job. Although housing is a challeng
for both men and women, several gender differences for housing are identified. Weraen w
more likely to report living in homeless shelters or temporary housing than menvofiren
were reluctant to return to live with family members because of seveselisa were
significantly more likely to report living with their mothers or significatiters than women.
The men with children talked extensively about their relationships and the obstadle
challenges that they endured. The men provided detailed information about tdeanchi
including their ages, achievements, and accomplishments. Contrarily, theyrajaromen
were not as forthcoming. This indifference could possibly be attributed to dsemothers and
fathers serve in the lives of their children. Often times, women are the pearagivers of their
children prior to incarceration and their relationship with their children becoaiees as a
result of their criminal behavior. As well, women experienced unique challerspesadsd with
mental health issues which the men did not identify as a challenge. Consigigrewious

literature, women prisoners have a higher rate of mental health problemmehaAt midyear

115



2005, roughly three-quarters (73%) of all women in state prison had mental health problem
compared to 55% of men (James & Glaze, 2006).
Sources of conflict between the formerly incarcerated and their partners

When dealing with sources of conflict in intimate relationships, infideldg & primary
issue for men. The women refrained from providing sources of conflict, with teptn of
two women who acknowledged infidelity as a source. It however was unique forndergta
women, to try and reestablish roles in their intimate relationships thsiaceajority of men
returned home to an existing relationship. Reestablishing the role as ppirogider, however,
created conflict in many of their relationships, due to the fact that men weyages the
breadwinner.
Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence During Reentry

Intimate partner violence is a serious issue in the lives of formerlscereded men and
women during reentry. Physical and emotional violence remain the two ptiypasyof
violence that men and women experience during the reentry process. Recimecakvi
occurred in lives of many men and women during this process. Men were both pegpetrator
physical violence towards intimate partners with, in most instances themaodttheir children,
as well as victims of emotional and physical violence. When speaking on @a@gamst their
intimate partners, the majority of men viewed themselves as the victim. ftaeyspoke in
terms of defending themselves against their female partners. In coonpanisn were more
likely to be involved in physically violent relationships than the women. This finding coul
possibly be due to the fact that men returned to existing relationships. The wathewhem
they were involved with prior to entering prison, were still around when #tagned from

prison.
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Regardless of the type of relationship, heterosexual or same-sex, womengbewrare
more likely to be involved in a relatively new relationship with less phlygickence, but more
emotional violence. When physical violence occurred in the relationship howevenrttenw
were actually perpetrators of violence. The majority of the emotionahgeldat occurred in
their relationships was perpetrated by the women, as well. The womemugéduged in violence
admitted to and accepted responsibility for their actions; however, the méme foost part,
viewed themselves as victims and merely responding to violence to violencegietpbirtheir

female partners.

Summary

Despite the trials and tribulations, the black men and women endured during reentry, one
common theme present throughout their stories is that of hope. Regardless of their unique
experiences, they remain optimistic. Many experienced discrimimatid faced inequities based
on race, gender, and class, but did not lose hope. They continue to better themselves by taking
advantage of the numerous programs and services offered by the Fortune SdbtietghAl
many were mandated to participate in certain programs, others willimgijhsservices at the
Fortune Society. Alvin, who served 23 years for homicide, is determined to succéed. Wi
bachelor’s degree, Alvin sketched a timeline for achieving certain goalsegin by
volunteering as a teacher at the Fortune Society. After three months, At/mred. Alvin is
living his dream, now lecturing at a community college in New York CitypDesardships,
Alvin pressed forward and is now fulfilling his dream.

Many of the men and women, like Alvin, were able to walk away with something

positive from their prison experience. He states:
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The prison experience was very rough for me. | hated to say so in the beginning, but |
have come to learn that was absolutely necessary for me...Prison for mehvasdig
exact at that time. That's where | needed to be at that time and my prisoiesgeras

a mind-blowing, mind-awakening experience for me, and | am grateful evdrator t

was able to survive that and come out of that a physical and mental giant.

Shyleek, a former gang member who was convicted of armed robbery, was taipteltis near-
death prison experience into something positive as well. While in solitary coefieBhyleek
tried to commit suicide. He states:
| tried to give up. | put a rope around my neck...when | went for the rope | looked at
myself in the mirror and | was so embarrassed. If | hadn’t seen mysk# mirror who
knows what would have happened...just looking at myself | felt disgusted. | ensiearras
me.
Shyleek expresses that while contemplating suicide he started thinkingsohhide posed the
guestion, “what am | going to tell me son?” He decided, “I can live with this.’eSkyjut down
the rope down, calmed himself, and got through that difficult time in his life. RgcBhyleek’s
son told him that he wants to be like him when he grows up. He states:
That was the best thing | have heard since | have been home. Be like medfihivag |
should tell him don’t say that. He believes his daddy is great. Through thehahls
tribulations he believes in me. | am trying to keep my tears to myself, buinrig\es
me to death. That's my motivation right there. That's my superhero.
In retrospect, Shyleek expresses that his prison experience allowed haogoize the people
“who believes in me, even when | am wrong.” Most importantly, Shyleek stafel,loved, |

felt appreciated, after all these years, after all of my wrongddifegis,good about myself. | felt

good about my situation.”
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Men who have faced the toughest of times, adversities, and at times near death
experiences, express that there is still hope for a better future. John, who serears Idr
armed robbery, had never worked a legitimate job, and despite the many obistades,
gainfully employed. Men like Nate, who served ten years in federal prison fqi@rysand
sale of narcotics, and Daveon, who has seven felony convictions, like John has neveaworked
legitimate job, but yet, they still remain hopeful. Despite employers whstantly tell them
they will call and never call, they persistently submit job applicationgfddit participate in
career development programs, and remain optimistic. Barry, who served tefoyeale of a
controlled substance, captured the sentiments of many of the men as he states
Regardless of my ups and downs, my trials and tribulations, | have grown to a pdint that
have become more responsible to myself and for myself. Regardless ofevisitzut
there that stand against us [blacks] I still posses the ability, the capaitityhe
determination to knock those stigmatisms down.
Keith, who served thirteen years for burglary, is determined to open a unisexrshibeauty
supply store. Although he has faced many obstacles, Keith states, “I have adwamk,ac
savings account, a visa card, a debit card. I'm alright. It's slow, but | got plamsgoing to
make it happen.” This determination is present throughout the men'’s stories. Tadgdeal/
adversity and struggled along the way, yet they are still determined tal.preva
The women also expressed determination and hope. Charisma, who is currently involved
in a custody battle with Social Services to regain custody of her son, is det@ntmisucceed
despite her obstacles. She states:
| sat in that program [career development] and | was pregnant. | worked in anbther |

training program, pregnant. Working maintenance and | went to the GED program in
here. | did every single group there was upstairs in family services, predrzaie
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potential. | am trying to do something with myself and | think that is the Hitfyes.
Right now | am struggling, but at least | am making an effort.
Likewise, Kim, who was the valedictorian of her class and received a stiples become a
certified public accountant, admits “I messed it all up and | regret it.” iKimso determined to
better herself. She currently works at Riker’s Island and she prays evéngtiayth the grace
of God she will have enough time to get her life together.

The men and women cannot be defined simply by their problems. Their lives are very
complex, unique, and fascinating even against iniquitous odds. They take joy inHifeopés
of a better tomorrow. The men and women remain optimistic and believe that theis farteir
promising. No matter the circumstances, as Maria, who served four gearsrime she was
involved in with her husband, candidly states, “you cannot break my spirit.” Theis spimain
intact and arguably, cannot be broken.

The final chapter provides a summary of the study. Also included is a discussion of the
findings and the study’s contribution to the literature. The chapter ends with cogdiidughts

and suggestions for future research in this area.
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CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION

Using a blended methodology that included an intersectional and comparativecahalyti
framework, this study explores the ways in which race, gender, and classcinterstructure
formerly incarcerated African American men’s and women’s expeggeatintimate partner
violence during reentry. While many researchers have directed thets éffamard employment,
housing, healthcare, and family reunification, little attention has been direatactitAfrican
American men’s and women’s experiences of intimate partner violence deenty. Albeit,
there is much that is still unknown about how race, class, and gender shapeergmrignces.
This study attempts to improve the existing literature; to this end, four mainomseste
addressed: (1) What are the socioeconomic experiences of African Ammeceand women
during the reentry process? (2) How are their experiences similar amealiff (3) What role
does intimate partner violence play during the reentry process? (4) Hévriaesn American
men and women'’s experiences similar and different? A discussion of the findorgsasted

below including the theoretical and practical implications for policy anddutsearch.

Findings
Staff interviews reveal several important findings. Formarigarcerated African
American men and women face numerous challenges when reenteamigty soth finding and
maintaining employment, housing, and negotiating relationships reprgsém most pressing
and pertinent issues. These findings also reveal that intimdteipaiolence occurs in the lives
of formerly incarcerated African American men and women angeshlieir experiences in
several ways. During reentry, intimate partner violence playgam in individual court

proceedings regarding visitation and orders of protection. On anawel Intimate partner
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violence influences the level of commitment that formerly ioeated men and women may
have in regards to reentry programming, for example job traininglogment services, and
anger management classes. In essence, intimate partner viekawegbates the difficulties and
challenges faced by many African American men and womereserlfindings provide insight
into the complex nature of IPV and how men and women experienceisiarice. The findings
also show how race plays a role in men’s and women'’s experieho#snate partner violence
and existing differences between them.

The findings also suggest that violence experienced by formerlscareded men could
possibly be a result of their inability to effectively resotonflicts. Moreover, the findings also
reveal that class shapes experiences of IPV, whereby in teacabsf resources, formerly
incarcerated individuals have to deal with their feelings and emoti@ased on coping
mechanisms and skills they already possess. Often times, #®einvavhich many formerly
incarcerated men and women deal with these emotions is not the most effegtive wa

In terms of addressing the needs of the men and women, the finduegd several
organizational barriers, most importantly, lack of IPV programsusuier-trained staff. Intimate
partner violence is a problem during reentry; however, staff eesnwere not adequately
trained to address this issue. Although staff agreed a more substadat@uld be undertaken to
address intimate partner violence, it was not viewed as a pribotyexample, staff members
cited referrals to other agencies and an ineffective angeageanent program to address men’s
issues of violence as a solution to dealing with intimate paviokmce that occurs in the lives
of formerly incarcerated men. Given the nature of the For8owety and their vision, part of
the findings can be generalized to other communities as the rdedlgahat many formerly

incarcerated individuals encounter are consistent throughout the country.
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Formerly Incarcerated Clients

This study reveals that men and women share common issues related to reeatiggS
employment and obtaining housing is a challenge for many formerly inasgdenen and
women. Many have problems finding and maintaining a job. Although housing isengeall
for men and women, several gender differences for housing are identified.\W@reemore
likely to report living in homeless shelters or temporary housing than men. Thexwere
reluctant to return to live with family members because of severed tieswbtersignificantly
more likely to report living with their mothers or significant others than wordem with
children talked extensively about their relationships and the challengesnithened. They
provided detailed information about their children including their ages, achievenmehts, a
accomplishments. Contrarily, the majority of women were not as forthcoming.ntiiffeience
could possibly be attributed to the roles mothers and fathers serve in the lives diittiesn.
Often times, women are the primary caregiver of their children prior teceraion and their
relationship with their children becomes strained as a result of theinatibehavior. As well,
women experienced unique challenges associated with mental health issiethevmen did
not identify as a challenge.

When dealing with sources of conflict in intimate relationships, infidelity avprimary
issue for men. The women refrained from providing sources of conflict, with thptexcef
two women who acknowledged infidelity as a source. It was however unique for men, and not
women, to try and reestablish roles in their intimate relationships sinceajbatynof men
returned home to an existing relationship. Reestablishing the role as primédeprhowever,
created conflict in many of the men’s relationships, due to the fact thavéreyno longer the

breadwinner.
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Intimate partner violence occurs in the lives of formerly incarceratadatf American
men and women during reentry and is characterized by a reciprocal patbuse. Emotional
and physical violence remain the two primary types of violence that men andhvweaperience.
Men claimed to be both perpetrators of physical violence and victims of emi@rzhphysical
violence, in most instances with the mother of their children. When physical viadeogeed
however, the men, for the most part, viewed themselves as victims. They ofé¢eadesits that
blamed their female partners and explained that their actions were in defémsie lofelihood.
Furthermore, they argued that they were simply reacting to violence péegddty their female
partners. In doing so, the men explained that the behavior they exhibited wag soréfe
behavior displayed by their female partners or they were only responding to #regiolitiated
by her. In comparison, men were more likely to be involved in physically violent rel&iijons
than the women. This finding could possibly be due to the fact that men returned to existing
relationships. The women, with whom they were involved, prior to entering prison, were still
around when they returned from prison.

Regardless of the type of relationship, heterosexual or same-sex, womengbearare
more likely to be involved in a relatively new relationship with less phlygickence, but more
emotional violence. At the occurrence of physical violence in the relationshippthemfought
back. Consistent with previous literature, African American women are rkehg 1o fight back
(Potter, 2008). At times, a few women were actually perpetrators of such eiofenwell, the
majority of the verbal abuse that occurred in their intimate relationslagpperpetrated by the
women. Unlike the men, women who engaged or were perpetrators of violence admiited to a

accepted responsibility for their actions.
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Theoretical and Practical Implications

Crime control is a shared responsibility of the individual, the community, and tle stat
and it is most effectively achieved through prevention efforts (Pranis, 1998Wirigrfrom the
study’s findings, a restorative justice based prevention program is mydeskalp formerly
incarcerated African American men and women prevent intimate partner @ol8pecifically,
intimate partner violence prevention programs based on restorative justicielpd are needed
to help facilitate the successful reintegration of African Americam amel women into the
community. In this study, the majority of men and women experienced IPV durimgyreest
specific IPV programs are not offered or readily available. Given theofaatkention to IPV
during reentry, it should be expected that men and women returning from prison vuilledot
have unresolved issues related to violence and abuse. Hence, providing an éfiteciate
partner violence prevention program is critical and necessary.

The findings reported in this study, strongly suggest that formerly imagedeAfrican
American men and women require assistance in reuniting with their intimmétergaor when
establishing new intimate relationships, in order to avoid engaging in beHaationay lead to
intimate partner violence or probation or parole revocation. For example, men whemogeri
change in their role as the provider, due to their incarceration and subsequent umamploy
require assistance in managing their feelings and behavior toward wathemham they
formerly maintained an intimate relationship and/or the mother of their ehiltlYomen also
require assistance in dealing with past hurts and experiences of intimags paofence,
whereby they will be less likely to resort to violence as a means of cofiimngnwesolved

issues. Restorative justice based intimate partner violence preventiompagibassist and
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challenge men and women to accept responsibility for their past actionsg tesiodignity and
self respect, and empower them with the necessary skills to start rebulglinigves.

Intimate partner violence prevention programs, based on principles of restjrstiice
should be created to assist formerly incarcerated African American mevoameh with dealing
with potential conflict within their intimate relationships. In manges intimate relationships
have been broken as a result of the formerly incarcerated individuals’ crimingidreten
times, these relationships need to be repaired and restoring relationshipssenice e$
restorative justice. By utilizing a restorative justice framewsukh programs could be a
valuable contribution to the lives of the formerly incarcerated individuals, themateipartners,
and the community. A restorative justice based IPV prevention program should int®rpora
several key elements: (1) restore the offender’s dignity and spéce(2) promote healthy
intimate relationships (3) provide culturally competent, culturally-$iceeind gender-specific
staff training pertaining to IPV (4) employ behavioral, emotional, and tegstrategies and
(5) empower formerly incarcerated individuals with the necessary skillartaetbuilding their
lives.

Such programs should seek to provide assistance for formerly incarcerated effender
order to avoid further offenses, specifically IPV. To achieve these geaidry service
providers should assume a proactive role in developing extensive staffgsaititV and reentry
curricula, and programs that address the intersection of race, gendegsanaind intimate
partner relationships as a component of comprehensive prisoner reentry isiti@signed to
reduce prisoner recidivism and victimization. Restorative justice IPXept®n programs must
be culturally competent, culturally sensitive, and gender responsive to ailidreeeds of

African American men and women. Critical race theory contends that the prepet the
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oppressed group must be better understood by the larger society. As previously,aéireeal
staff referred to violence as normal for formerly incarceratect&frAmerican men and women.
It should be noted that intimate partner violence is not acceptable or a normal ¢vient wi
African American communities. The fact that staff members viewed thengmia African
American men and women'’s relationships as being a normal part of the rélgtipres/ides
another barrier to addressing the needs of the men and women. If staff membdes consi
intimate partner violence as a normative event within African Americameonties, it may be
perceived as common, expected, and undeserving of much attention. In order to Bdequate
address the issues of IPV, specifically for African Americans, staffibers must be trained and
educated about cultural and gender differences and how these factors caeeaftegt and
ultimately, intimate partner violence. Staff members should receivenigahat values diversity
and have cultural knowledge of the individuals and communities that they serve.yThereb
providing an environment where African American men and women will feel corl®rta
discussing issues in relation to IPV. In doing so, staff members will bécaagsess their own
values, attitudes, and beliefs about African Americans as well as recogmizirsgidressing
individual biases and identifying areas for growth. With diversity and cutraraing, staff
members will be better equipped to recognize the cultural explanation for tirshsweh as
black women resisting care from formal service providers.

Due to the experiences of formerly incarcerated African American ncewamen,
such programs must also be gender responsive and address the influence @lthe soc
constructions of masculinity and femininity in intimate partner violence. Famplbe, in the
absence of traditional markers of masculinity, educational achievenmamtcitll and occupation

stability, African American men have embraced unconventional expressionsaflimasthat
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often involve the use of violence against their female partners, as a means of gaitioband
power (Hampton, Oliver, & Magarin, 2003). In other words, some men abuse their female
partners as a way of imposing authority and exerting control. Violencefdiegnepresents an
attempt by men to exercise some form of power and control over women'’s lives rtahesise
will over women'’s lives in ways that could result, in harm, injury, and even deathe{Gar
2005). For formerly incarcerated African American women who “fight backt thale
partners, it is important to understand why they are fighting back and providetisiilivill
allow them to assert agency in a more constructive way within their betirlationships.
Therefore, it is crucial that IPV prevention programs are gendeifisgecaddress the issues
that men and women encounter as a result of belonging to a particular grdigal 1@ce
feminism helped to explain the importance of gender during the reentry process. NMueh of
current literature overgeneralizes men’s experiences, which oftentsethe invisibility of
women. Therefore, it is necessary that IPV prevention programs placenAmearican women
at the center rather than at the margin of such programs, by focusing on thedamnde
racialized aspects of IPV with hopes of developing solutions for African Aamewomen.
Intimate partner violence is a very complex issue and staff membermexilaat many
formerly incarcerated African American men and women are ill equippetetiieély deal
with, cope, or channel their frustration, fear, and aggressions. These aakalvservations that
should be addressed during reentry. It is imperative that intimate partneceipiegrams
teach participants various ways to eliminate stress, as well as stheasability to cope with
stress in appropriate ways. Such programs should employ behavioral, emotional, amngecogni

strategies to assist men and women with coping with stress, anger, and aniketyth@y learn
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alternative strategies to handle conflict in their intimate relationstmes,they possibly will be
less likely to resort to violence when they encounter stress and confhat tieir relationships.

A restorative justice intimate partner violence prevention program that dquipsrly
incarcerated men and women with necessary skills and strategies provideaddyy t
professionals is essential. Strengthening relationships between fomoaricerated men,
women, and their intimate partners require identifying potential sources attantheir
relationships. As well, formerly incarcerated individuals must be able to owrb#mavior and
understand how it can possibly affect others. Restorative justice IPV pogvpriagrams will
provide an atmosphere for men and women to express their feelings, tell thes; stwdien the
process develop problem-solving and conflict- resolution skills that will provide tith
alternative strategies to address conflict in their relationships. Inepkamg an intimate partner
violence prevention program with restorative justice principles will altmmeérly incarcerated
offenders to take responsibility for their past, current, and future actions.

The researcher acknowledges that incorporating the community into a reststice
based IPV prevention program could present numerous problems. Therefore, given the
limitations of larger structural issues and structural constraintstcaatge justice based
prevention initiative should be programmatic specific instead of community isp@tiére are
several potential benefits associated with implementing IPV preventigrapne of such nature
during reentry. One potential benefit is a forum where formerly incardefditean American
men and women can talk these critical areas throdle availability of intimate partner
violence prevention programs is essential to ensure that formerly in¢cadceran and women'’s
efforts to become contributing law-abiding members of society are not umaeriny the lack of

skills and tactics needed to adequately deal with issues that could possibly rdadate i
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partner violence. Participation in the prevention program can ultimately profrida
American men and women with a sense of empowerment and a sense of control dece’s |
they make the transition back into their communities. Secondly, IPV preventicampowyill
increase our understanding of sources of conflict for formerly incardersga and women who
return home to their communities. In doing so, it will increase community aess®f these

issues that may in turn decrease incidence rates.

Contribution to Literature

This study contributes to the literature in a number of ways. First, this worlseefse
one of the few studies that provided an opportunity for African American men and women to
discuss in great detail their interpretation of their experiences withateipartner violence
during reentry. In doing so, this study adds to our body of knowledge of reentryebpgtheir
unique experiences, perspectives, and addressing the limitations of pas staticonfine
analysis of prisoner reentry and intimate partner violence to men witkdimaitention to
women. Secondly, by exploring the role that race, gender, and class play in $baparty
incarcerated men and women experiences, this work highlights the complexafdRV and a
deeper understanding of what may be happening to men and women returning to their
communities. In doing so, the focus on how race, gender, and class frame thenegp&fenen
and women creates new questions for investigation.

Despite the important contributions of Hairston & Oliver’s (2006) research, one
important question remained unanswered. What are the experiences of fornaedgreted

African American women and their partners in regards to intimate partlenee? Hairston &
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Oliver’s (2006) study did not include formerly incarcerated women, therefore, arstamdkng

of women’s experiences were unavailable. The findings presented iruthysestend the

literature on prisoner reentry and intimate partner violence and the findiktgsrefon & Oliver
(2006) regarding formerly incarcerated and incarcerated African Amamea’s experiences of
intimate partner violence. Hairston and Oliver (2006), revealed the sources aftéonfitimate
relationships, however, this study revealed the nature of such violence mé&weerly

incarcerated African American men and women. By comparing African Aaremen’s and
women’s experiences of IPV and the role race, gender, and class play in shapéng t
experiences, these findings broadened our understanding of how they experience suwh viole
In doing so, their experiences move beyond the narrow boundaries of the current discourse on

prisoner reentry and allow consideration of issues that are often avoided or not discusse

Future Research

The narratives presented arguably demonstrate the need to further explore amdeleter
what works best for African American men and women in terms of violencenpive In
short, further empirical research is needed to understand how race, genderssasdaga
African American men’s and women’s experiences of intimate partnenemlespecially for
African American women. Research in this area should examine the expeardces
perspectives of formerly incarcerated women who have experienced enpar&ter violence
after they have returned to the community from prison. It is important that souca¥ladt for
women involved in intimate relationships are identified. Future researchdecheecreate a
comprehensive picture of the magnitude of intimate partner violence thatyaotalts in the

lives of men and women reentering society. Furthermore, more research s toekaa®
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solutions to reduce the risks of intimate partner violence between formengaratad African
American men and women, and their partners. Incorporating the voices of formarkyerated
men and women is crucial towards that effort, as is differentiating westbrative justice
approach works during reentry to improve recidivism outcomes and chances of aitimiar

African American men and women.

Conclusions

Reentry is the inevitable consequence of imprisonment. The majority of Africa
American men and women who are sent to prison will one day return. Many, who leave pri
do not manage to reintegrate successfully back into society. They face icgnaeehands,
unique challenges, and for some, inequality. During reentry, negotiatingmshaps can be
difficult and, in many instances, result in intimate partner violence. For thisypar
population, involvement in intimate partner violence is problematic for sevasadne. The
majority of men and women released from prison remain under correctionalisigpeafter
they return to society and perpetrating intimate partner violence is a uotdittmnditions of
probation and parole supervision. Consequently, the inability of African American men and
women to adjust and reintegrate successfully can increase their likelihcamidfating,
returning to prison, or becoming a victim.

The theoretical orientations of restorative justice, critical raaayhand critical race
feminism informed this research. Collectively, these three theorieseasgiith understanding
the ways in which race, gender, and class intersect to structure AfricarcAmmen and
women’s experiences of IPV during reentry and aided in providing plausibleossltd address

this issue. Intimate partner violence prevention programs that are basstopative justice
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principles that consider the insights of critical race theory and criicalfeminism have the
potential to address the unique issues of formerly incarcerated AfricancAmenen and
women. The failure to address intimate partner violence during reentry canvgtms of IPV
in continual danger and increase the risk of formerly incarcerated individuatsimgtto prison.
The goal of this dissertation has been to explore formerly incarcerated\i&imerican
men and women’s experiences of intimate partner violence during reenttgn tGe findings of
this study, an intimate partner violence prevention program that is based on th@Eqwioti
restorative justice offers a plausible solution. Restorative justice pesrtiee overall health and
well being of those involved, conditions which have physical, emotional, and mental dingensi
Restorative justice requires attention to the network of relationships anthstences in which
individuals are embedded. With this orientation, the structures, conditions, and conrtbations
influence the well-being of individuals cannot be ignored (Harris, 2004). Theraficlre, s
programs that take into consideration the role of race, gender, and class wilidatygotential
for everyone involved. As the prison population grows, which disproportionately consists of
African Americans, it becomes imperative to understand how they reirgtdogielt into society.
This requires comprehensive policy attention. As this research has shown,iagddhess
challenges that African American men and women encounter during reemnyarative to
improving their hopes for successful reintegration and ultimately redusngisk of

recidivism and victimization.
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4.

APPENDIX A

Staff Interview Guide

. So tell me what you do around here.

o What is your position?
o How long have you worked at the Fortune Society?

What is the scope of your responsibilities?

What programs and services does Fortune society offer?

What do you think are the major issues and problems associated with reentry?

Now | want to turn specifically to intimate partner violence.

5.

What do you think are the major issues and problems associated with intimate partner
violence?

What if any, are some of the barriers in addressing the needs?

What are the specific strategies and programs to address IPV ands$kessraents?

From your perspective, do men and women experience intimate partner violence
differently during the reentry process?

If so, in what ways?
What are those differences?

From your perspective, do African American men and women experience intimate
partner violence differently than other groups during the reentry process?

If so, in what ways?

10.Do you have a sense if violence is occurring in the lives of formerly inceegdereen and

women you work with?

If so, how do they deal with the violence?
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11. What racial/ethnic group do you identify with?

12. Is there anything that | should have asked that | didn’t ask regardingrAkioarican
Men and Women'’s Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence?

13.Who else do you think | should talk to?

14. If there is any questions that | may think of later would it be okay to send kboemai
give you a call?
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APPENDIX B

Interview Guide
Background
1. Tell me about yourself.

2. Tell me about your childhood.

Where did you grow up?

Who did you live with?

What do you remember about your childhood?

How would you describe your childhood?

Talk about your relationship with your mother.

Talk about your relationship with your father.

Did you witness any violence as a child?

Can you remember your first experience with dealing with or violence?
i. Level of your participation?
ii. Perpetrator of violence? Why did you resort to violence?

S@ e o0 Ty

Now | would like to ask some questions about your experiences with crime and thel crimina
justice system.
Involvement with crime and CJS

3. Can you tell me about the first crime you ever committed?

a. How old were you?
4. How many times have you been arrested?
a. Circumstances of those arrest?
5. How many times have you been convicted of a crime?
6. What offense (s) were you charged with that led to your last incaoretat
7. Can you tell me about the crime you recently served time for?

8. How long were you sentenced to prison?

Where you employed when you were arrested?
Did you have any substance abuse problems?
Mental health issues?

Mental issues?
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Prison experience/ environment/culture
9. Where did you do your time?

10.What was a typical day like in prison?
11.Did you experience or witness any violence in prison?
12.Was race an issue in prison?
a. How did you see that getting played out?
13.Where there any gangs in prison?
a. Where you involved? If so why?
14.Did you receive visits from your family and friends while you were iceated?
a. If so, who visited you while you were in prison?
b. How often did s/he/they visit?

15.Do you think your relationship with other people have changed because you have served
time in prison?

a. If YES, in what ways?

16.While incarcerated were you involved in a meaningful relationship with someone in
society?

a. If yes, how was the relationship affected by your incarceration?
17.Has doing time in prison changed your life?
a. If so, how?

Preparation for release
18.Did you patrticipate in any pre release programs?

19.What was the most important activity?
20.When/how did you find out you were being released?
a. Did you complete your sentence?
b. If paroled, how many times did you go up before the parole board?

I. At the last parole hearing, did you believe you were going to be approved?
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ii. If so, why?

Now | would like to talk in general about what you remember when you left prison.
Release
21.Can you describe the first 24 hours when you were released from prison?

*PROMPTS
a. How did you get to your destination?

b. Where did you stay initially?
c. What were some of your thoughts and feelings during that time?
d. Did you feel prepared?
e. What did you do in the first few hours you were released?
22.Who did you spend the most time with when you first got out of prison?
23.Did you return to your same neighborhood?
24.Did you talk to anyone about your prison experiences?
25.Can you explain some of the obstacles you faced when you were released foon pris

*PROMPTS
a. Can you give specific examples?

b. How did you deal with these challenges?
26.How did you get set-up with...

a. Housing? Employment? Healthcare?
27.What did you find most challenging when you returned home?
28.Has race played a part in your reentry experience?

a. If so, how did you know race was the reason?

29.Have you been placed in a position where you thought you would compromise your
parole, probation, or freedom?

a. If so, how did you handle it?
30.Do you think race played a role in shaping your reentry experience?

31.From your perspective, do African American men and women experience the reentry
process differently than other groups?
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So now | want to focus specifically on your significant relationship that you have been involved
in since release

Relationship
32.Are you currently involved in an intimate relationship? If no, tell me about ysur la

intimate relationship.
a. How long have you been/were in this relationship?
b. Where you involved in this relationship while incarcerated?
c. Tell me about the person you were in a relationship with?
d. Tell me about the relationship.
e. Did your incarceration impact your relationship?

Violence
33.Has the process of reentry created a source of conflict or tension betweer yawa

partner?
a. Do you believe your partner contributes to the conflict?
b. Do you think being unemployed/underemployed plays a part in this?
c. I'mtrying to understand this, has race played a part in your reentry experience?

i. If so, how did you know race was the reason?

34.Have you and your partner cursed each other out, called each other names, or been
involved in disrespectful behavior?

a. If so, how did you deal with this?

35. Given all the stress coming out of prison, have you been in violent situations with your
partner?

a. If so who initiated?
b. How many times? Once, twice etc.

c. How do you deal with this?
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36.What is intimate partner violence?
a. Do you believe race plays a role in intimate partner violence?
37.Have you ever been a victim of violence as an adult?
38.How do you define violence?
39.What constitutes threatening behavior?
40.What would you define as threatening behavior?
a. Hitting
b. Slapping
c. Pushing
d. Kicking
41.Have you ever hit, slapped, pushed, kicked, or hurt your partner?
42.How long does it take before violence becomes an unacceptable behavior?
a. What is acceptable and what is not?

43.Do you know of any other formerly incarcerated individuals who have engaged in
violence with their partners?

a. Is there someone they can talk to about violence?
44.What does it mean to be black?
45.What does it mean to be a black man/woman?

46. s there anything else that you would like to tell me that would help me understand y
experiences?
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