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INTRODUCTION

"Quand to u t  e t a i t  dans l 'o r d r e  
a u to u r  de m oi, quand j ' e t a i s  
c o n te n t de to u t  ce qui m 'en - 
t o u r a i t  e t  de l a  sphere  dans 
la q u e l le  J 'a v a i s  a  v iv re  je  
l a  r e m p lis s a is  de mes a f f e c ­
t i o n s .  Mon §me expansive 
s 'e t e n d a i t  s u r  d 'a u t r e s  
oh J e t s , . . .  1,1

"R ien ne  m ontre inieux l e s  v r a i s  p en ch an ts  d 'u n  homme que l 'e s p e c e  de 

ses  a tta c h e m e n ts ,"  R ousseau  p ro c la im e d , l a t e r  q u a l i f y in g  h is  s ta te m e n t, 

"a  moins q u ' i l  ne se  s o i t  d 'a b o rd  trom pe dans son  c h o ix , ou que c e l le  a 

la q u e l le  i l  s ' e t a i t  a t ta c h e  n ' a i t  e n s u i te  change de c a r a c te r e  p a r  un 

concours de cau ses  e x t r a o r d i n a i r e s ; ce qu i n ' e s t  pas im p o ssib le  ab so lu -
O

me n t .  Modern p sy ch o lo g y  has shown t h a t ,  in  f a c t ,  b o th  p o in ts  o f  view 

must be ta k en  i n t o  c o n s id e r a t io n .  The s tu d y  o f  a  m an's a tta ch m e n ts , 

b o th  male and fe m a le , b o th  r e a l  and im a g in a ry , i s  th e  s tu d y  o f  h is  

d eep es t m eaning, h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  h im s e lf  and t o  h i s  environm ent and 

h is  c a p a c ity  to  r e s o lv e  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  and f r u s t r a t i o n s  which in e v i ta b ly  

a r i s e  in  th e s e  i n t r o v e r t e d  and e x tr o v e r te d  dom ains. "L'homme n 'e s t  pas 

un § t r e  i s o l e , "  o b se rv es  M arcel Raymond. " I I  e s t  to u jo u rs  *en r e l a t i o n ' ;

■'•Rousseau, R e v e rie s  du prom eneur s o l i t a i r e . Oeuvres com pletes 
( P a r i s :  P le ia d e , 1959 e t  s e q . ) ,  V ol. I ,  p . 107U. The fo u r  volumes th u s  
f a r  p u b lis h e d  o f  R o u ss e a u 's  com plete w o rk s, com piled under th e  d i r e c t io n  
o f  B ernard  Gagnebin and M arcel Raymond, a re  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to  as 
"O.C. I , "  " O.C. I I , "  "O.C. I l l "  and "O.C. IV ,"  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  French 
s p e l l in g  and p u n c tu a t io n  have b een  m odernized  th ro u g h o u t t h i s  s tu d y .

^ C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I , p .  2 8 l .
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en r e l a t i o n  avec un m i l ie u  cosm ique. Au coeu r de n o tre  s o l i t u d e ,  i l  

y a  a u t r u i .  Au p lu s  p ro fo n d  de nous-m §m es, i l  y  a  l a  s o c i e t e ,  ou son 

im age. "•*■

The in te r p la y  o f  human r e l a t i o n s  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n l ig h te n in g  

s tu d y  in  th e  l i f e  and w orks o f  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau . T h is s u b je c t  

f i r s t  in t r ig u e d ,  th e n  o b se sse d  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r ;  f o r ,  w h a tev er e ls e  he 

may have been , R ousseau was f i r s t  and fo rem ost a  m o r a l i s t ,  and he saw 

m o ra li ty  as a s o c i a l  c o n c e p t.^  R o u sse au 's  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  and ex p erien ce  

w ith  f r ie n d s h ip ,  th e n  —  o f  i t s e l f  and in  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  co rresp o n d in g  

d r iv e s  tow ard s o l i tu d e  and  h o s t i l i t y  — a re  keys t o  th e  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  

h is  p e r s o n a l i ty  and th o u g h t.

The p re se n t s tu d y  i s  an a t te m p t  to  d e m o n stra te  t h i s  t h e s i s  in s o fa r  as 

i t  a p p lie s  to  th e  p e r io d  o f  R o u sse a u 's  c h a r a c te r  fo rm a tio n . F u r th e r  

s tu d ie s  a re  p lan n ed  c o n ce rn in g  R o u sse a u 's  th r e e  m a jo r f r ie n d s h ip  c r i s e s  

and th e  ro le  o f  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  an d  m e d ita tio n  on t h i s  s u b je c t  in  h is  

g r e a t  t h e o r e t i c a l  w orks. None o f  th e s e ,  how ever, would be f e a s ib le

•̂ Jean-Jacques R ousseau: La q u i t e  de s o i  e t  l a  r e v e r ie  ( P a r i s :  C o r t i ,
1 9 6 2 ), p . 191.

Q
That i s ,  " e v i l ” b e in g  d e f in e d  as th e  i l l - i n t e n t i o n  o f  one man tow ard  

a n o th e r ,  "goodness" ta k e s  on a  n e g a t iv e  c o n n o ta t io n . E .g . " . . .  l 'E t a t  
de N atu re  e ta n t  c e lu i  ou l e  s o in  de n o tre  c o n se rv a tio n  e s t  l e  moins p r e -  
ju d ic ia b le  a c e l l e  d * a u t r u i ,  c e t  e t a t  £ t a i t  p a r  consequen t l e  p lu s  p ro p re  
a l a  p a ix ,  e t  l e  p lu s  co n v en ab le  au  genre  hum ain. . . .  On p o u r r a i t  d ire  
que le s  sauvages ne s o n t p a s  m echan ts p re c is e m e n t ,  p a rce  q u ' i l s  ne sav e n t 
pas ce que c 'e s t  q u 'S t r e  b o n s ; . . .  " D lsco u rs  s u r  l 'o r i g i n e  de l ' i n g g a l i t e . 
0 .C. I l l ,  pp. 153-U. C f. " . . .  L ' i n j u s t i c e  ne c o n s is te  que dans le  
t o r t  f a i t  a a u t ru i  . . .  " R g v e r ie s . O.C. I ,  p . 1027. "D ire  faux  n 'e s t  
m e n tir  que p a r l ' i n t e n t i o n  de t ro m p e r ,  . . .  " I b i d l . p . 1029. (Speaking 
o f  h im s e lf  in  th e  t h i r d  p e r s o n : )  " J u s t i c e  e t  v e r i t e  so n t dans son e s p r i t  
deux mots synonymes q u ' i l  p re n d  l 'u n  p o u r 1 ' a u t r e  in d iffe rem m en t, La 
s a in te  v e r i t e  que son co eu r a d o re  ne c o n s is te  p o in t  en f a i t s  in d i f f e r e n t s  
e t  en noms i n u t i l e s ,  raais a  r e n d r e  f id e lem en t a  chacun ce qu i l u i  [ e s t ]  
dfl en choses qu i so n t v e r i ta b le m e n t  s ie n n e s ,  en im p u ta tio n s  bonnes ou 
m au v a ise s , en r e t r i b u t i o n s  d 'h o n n e u r  ou de blUme, de louange ou d 'im proba- 
t i o n . "  I b i d . t p . 1032.
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w ith o u t hav ing  f i r s t  a cco m p lish ed  th e  fundam en ta l t a s k  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  

s ta n d a rd s  o f  com parison  and a  b a s i s  f o r  com prehension and judgm ent o f  

t h i s  s in g u la r  man and p ro v o c a tiv e  t h in k e r .  F o r Rousseau i s  n o t as e a s i l y  

d e f in e d  as one might assum e by th e  mere volume o f  h is  a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  

w r i t in g s  and c o u n tle s s  s tu d ie s  d ev o ted  t o  h is  l i f e  and w o rk s .^  He him­

s e l f  was th e  f i r s t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s ,  as h i s  m iss io n  o f  s e l f - r e v e l a t i o n  

c a r r i e d  him f u r th e r  and  f u r th e r  i n t o  t h e  dep ths o f  th e  human h e a r t .

" . . .  Les v r a i s  e t  p re m ie rs  m o tif s  de l a  p lu p a r t  de mes a c tio n s  ne me
O

s o n t  pas a u ss i  c l a i r s  a  moi-meme que j e  me l ' £ t a i s  longtem ps f ig u r e ,"  

he ad m itted  to w ard  th e  end o f  h i s  l i f e .  Even Jean  S ta r o b in s k i , R ousseau 

c r i t i c  p a r  e x c e l le n c e . was fo rc e d  t o  conclude  t h a t ,  in  th e  en d , th e  Rous­

se a u  whom he knows as w e l l  as any man has e v e r  known th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  

e scap es  d e f in i t io n s

On n ’en a  jam a is  f i n i  avec l u i :  i l  f a u t  to u jo u rs  s ’y re p re n d re  a
n e u f ,  se r e o r i e n t e r  ou se  d e s o r i e n t e r ,  o u b l ie r  l e s  form ules e t  l e s  
images qu i nous l e  r e n d a ie n t  f a m i l i e r  e t  nous d o n n a ien t l a  r a s s u r a n te  
c o n v ic tio n  de l ' a v o i r  d £ f in i  une f o i s  p o u r t o u te s .  Chaque g e n e ra l 
t io n  d lc o u v re  un nouveau  R ou sseau , en qu i e l l e  t ro u v e  l 'e x e m p le  de 
ce q u 'e l l e  v eu t § t r e ,  ou de ce q u ’e l l e  r e fu s e  passaonnement. 3

Thus we have b ro u g h t s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  and c a re  t o  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e ,  in  th e

hope o f  l i g h t i n g  s t i l l  a n o th e r  c an d le  in  th e  te n eb ro u s  y e t  v ib r a n t ly

a l iv e  and h ig h ly  g r a t i f y i n g  re a lm  o f  R ousseau  s tu d ie s .

■*-A p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n fo r tu n a te  la c k  o f  s o l i d ,  o b je c t iv e  w r i t in g  p e r t a in in g  
t o  th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  e x i s t s  in  th e  E n g lish  lan g u ag e .

^ R e v e r ie s . O.C. I ,  p .  1051.

^"Rousseau e t  l a  re c h e rc h e  des o r ig i n e s ,"  in  J . - J .  Rousseau. La 
tra n s p a re n c e  e t  1*o b s ta c le  ( P a r i s  t G a llim a rd , 1971)» p . 319*



The p e r io d  co v ered  by t h i s  work (1712-1750)1 i s  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  

m ajor p o r t io n  o f  R o u sse a u 's  C o n fess io n s and th e r e f o r e  appears a t  f i r s t  

g lan ce  to  be th e  best-k n o w n  p o r t io n  o f  h is  l i f e .  Much o f  what the  

p u b l ic  "knows” ab o u t t h i s  p e r io d ,  how ever, i s  p u re  le g e n d  o r  foregone 

co n c lu s io n . Numerous d is t in g u is h e d  s c h o la r s  h a v e , o f  c o u rs e , uncovered 

f a c t s  shedd ing  l i g h t  on th e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  v a r io u s  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  Con­

fe s s io n s  and  b r in g in g  new and v a lu a b le  p e r s p e c t iv e s  t o  th e  o v e ra l l  p ic tu r e .  

These have g e n e r a l ly  ap p ea re d  o n ly  in  p a r t i a l  s tu d ie s  a t t r a c t i n g  a  rela^- 

t i v e l y  sm a ll group o f  r e a d e r s  w ith  s p e c ia l iz e d  i n t e r e s t s .  .Many have 

n ev e r appeared  in  E n g lis h . The r i g i d  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  b io g ra p h ic a l  

form have p re v e n te d  many d e t a i l s  from re a c h in g  a  w id e r p u b l i c ,  and , due 

to  th e  ve ry  com plex ity  o f  t h e i r  s u b j e c t ,  R o u sseau 's  b io g ra p h e rs  — even 

th o s e  whose works ap p ea r i n  two o r  th r e e  volumes — a re  fo rc e d  to  sweep 

a c ro ss  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r 's  human r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith o u t going i n to  

dep th  o r d e t a i l .  When one p a r t i c u l a r  in c id e n t  o r  r e l a t io n s h ip  i s  th e  sub­

j e c t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i t  i s  o f te n  p re s e n te d  s e p a r a te ly  and out o f  con­

t e x t  w ith  th e  v a s t  p an o p ly  o f  R o u sse au 's  l i f e  and w ork.

Yet R ousseau i s  a  man who, u n lik e  m ost w r i t e r s ,  canno t be co n sid e red  

ou t o f  c o n te x t ,  n o r  can g e n e r a l i t i e s  form  a p o r t r a i t  o f  h is  complex na*- 

t u r e .  Our method o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  th e n ,  w i l l  be  t o  p ro c e ed  c h ro n o lo g ic a lly  

th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d  o f  h i s  l i f e  co vered  by t h i s  s tu d y ,  exam in ing , in  

analogy w ith  h is  th e o ry  o f  e v o lu t io n ,  th e  h e r e d i ta r y  and e a r ly  en v iro n ­

m en ta l fo rc e s  t h a t ,  as he p u ts  i t ,  " f ix e d "  h i s  c h a r a c te r ,  w ith o u t w hich,

^•Rousseau's r e l a t i o n s  w ith  D id e ro t and th e  "P h ilo so p h e s"  have been 
excluded  from  t h i s  s tu d y , t h e i r  com p lex ity  r e q u i r in g  t h e i r  b e in g  t r e a t e d  
s e p a ra te ly  in  a fo r th co m in g  u n d e r ta k in g .
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com prehension o f  h is  l a t e r  human r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r ie n c e s  and h is  a b s t r a c t  

th o u g h t as m o ra lis t  cannot be  a c h ie v e d ; s y n th e s iz in g  a l l  p e r t in e n t  f a c ts  

on b o th  th e  o b je c t iv e  and s u b je c t iv e  l e v e l s ;  i n  a d d i t io n  t o  see k in g  

r a t i o n a l  en lig h ten m en t, a t te m p tin g  t o  b r in g  o u t th e  a r t i s t i c  m astery  

w ith  w hich Rousseau p o r tr a y s  moments e x p e r ie n c e d  on th e  in d e f in a b le  

" s u b je c t iv e "  p la n e  o f e x i s t e n c e ;  and , m ost im p o r ta n t ly ,  a s s ig n in g  t o  th e  

o b je c ts  o f  our in v e s t ig a t io n  o u r c o n s id e re d  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  in  

th e  hope o f  b r in g in g  fo r th  t h e i r  l i f e ,  r e l a t i o n  and re le v a n c e  — a t  

l e a s t  from  one c r i t i c ' s  p o in t  o f  v iew , w hich we hope w i l l  be  co n s id e red  

s o l id  and m a tu re , y e t s e n s i t i v e  and im a g in a t iv e ,  and in  p a r t i a l  r e p ly  to  

P e te r  G ay 's  in s p i r in g  c a l l  f o r  " th a t  m o s t d e s i r a b le  and  most e lu s iv e  o f 

g o a ls :  a  com plete b iog raphy  o f  R ousseau."'* '

T h is s tag e  o f  R o usseau 's  e x p e r ie n c e  poses c e r t a in  m e th o d o lo g ic a l 

p rob lem s. In re c o u n tin g  h i s  y o u th  in  t h e  C o n fess io n s  and o th e r  au to b io ­

g ra p h ic a l  w r i t i n g s ,  R ousseau s e l e c t s  a  few r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in c id e n ts  to  

d e s c r ib e  h is  " s o u l 's  grow th" from  a p r im a r i ly  s u b je c t iv e  p o in t  o f  view:

" . . .  J 'e c r i s  moins l ' h i s t o i r e  [des evenem ents de raa v ie ]  en eux-m§mes
2

que c e l l e  de l ' e t a t  de mon §m e." I n c id e n ts  a re  th u s  somewhat deform ed 

t o  enhance t h e i r  sym bolic v a lu e ;  c o lo r e d  by R o u sse a u 's  l a t e r  romanesque 

v is io n  o f  h is  " d e s t in y ;"  a n d , fo r  a l l  th e  b a s ic  s i n c e r i t y  o f  h is  in t e n t io n s ,  

which can h a rd ly  be q u e s t io n e d , th e r e  rem ain  many a re a s  in  which he sub­

c o n sc io u s ly  r e s i s t s  s h o u ld e r in g  th e  m o ra l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c e r t a in  a c ts

^P re face  t o  E rnst C a s s i r e r ,  The Q u e s tio n  o f  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau , 
t r a n s l a t e d  and e d ite d  by P e t e r  Gay (B lo o m in g to n : In d ia n a  U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ,  
1967)» PP* v - v i .

^C onfessions d r a f t ,  O.C. I ,  p . 1 1 5 0 .
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whose g u i l t  he i s  n o t in  a  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p o s i t i o n  to  h a n d le . In  t r u t h ,  

we know v ery  l i t t l e  about R o u sseau ’s y o u th  and depend a lm ost e n t i r e l y  on 

th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  h im se lf  f o r  ou r knowledge o f  i t .  N o n e th e le s s , when ap­

p ro ach ed  from th e  c o n tex t o f  R ousseau’s e n t i r e  body o f  w r i t i n g ,  in c lu d in g  

h i s  co rre sp o n d e n c e , and when compared w ith  th e  many ad m irab le  s c h o la r ly  

r e v e la t io n s  co ncern ing  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  th e  many q u e s tio n s  become, 

i f  n o t c l e a r ,  a t  l e a s t  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  d e b a ta b le .  The d e f i n i t i v e  s tu d y  o f 

R ousseau has y e t  <-o be w r i t t e n  — and may i t  n e v e r  a p p e a r , f o r ,  u n t i l  

t h e n ,  we must c o n tin u a lly  tu r n  b ack  t o  t h e  w r i t in g s  o f  th e  man h im s e lf  

f o r  a  t a s t e  o f  h is  genius and u n ic i ty .

Perhaps th e  a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  app roach  ta k e n  h e re in  r e q u ir e s  p re lim in a ry  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  We chose t h i s  m ethod b a se d  on o u r  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  Rous­

s e a u 's  co ncep t o f  honor o r  th e  c irc u m sta n c e s  o f  h is  y o u th fu l  nervous 

c o l la p s e  p ro v id e  g r e a te r  and d e ep e r i n s i g h t  i n t o  h is  image o f  f r ie n d s h ip  

th a n  an acq u a in ta n ce  w ith  th e  p le a s a n t  b u t  b la n d  c l ic h e s  on th e  s u b je c t  

d i c t a t e d  t o  him , as h e r  s e c r e t a r y ,  by t h e  charm ing Mme. D upin. F o r f r ie n d ­

s h ip  i s ,  q u i te  f r a n k ly ,  b e t t e r  e x p e r ie n c e d  th a n  d e sc r ib e d . A lthough th i s  

s tu d y  cou ld  e a s i l y  be l im i te d  to  a  c o m p ila tio n  o f  R o u sseau 's  many remarks 

on f r ie n d s h ip  — a c o l le c t io n  o f  " b e a u t i f u l  th o u g h ts ,"  as i t  w e re , I  

b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h i s  would i n e v i t a b ly  p ro v e  as d ry  and m ean in g less  as th e  

S p i r i t  o f  J u l i e  t h a t  some w e ll-m ean in g  con tem porary  fo rg e d  o u t o f  an 

ex p u rg a ted  New H e lo ise . Worse y e t ,  t h i s  app roach  w ould c o n s t i tu t e  a  

v e r i t a b l e  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  R o u sse au 's  th o u g h t in  i t s  la c k  o f  co m p le ten ess.

F r ie n d sh ip  i s  no t a  m erely  d e c o r a t iv e  e lem en t in  R o u sseau 's  "sy s tem ."
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More th a n  p le a s u re  and c o n s o la t io n ,  i t  a l s o  ap p ea rs  as a  f o r c e f u l  and 

p o s i t iv e  means to  a t t a in in g  th e  T ru th  and V ir tu e  t o  w hich R ousseau was 

a tte m p tin g  t o  a t t r a c t  h is  p u b l ic .

W hat, th e n ,  t o  R ousseau , c o n s t i tu te s  " f r ie n d s h ip " ?  The p h ilo s o p h e r  

w is e ly  av o id s  l im i t in g  th e  concept by an a tte m p t a t  d e f i n i t i o n ,  aware t h a t ,  

as w i l l  become e v id e n t h e r e in ,  each  new r e l a t i o n s h ip  has i t s  own un ique 

and in d e s c r ib a b le  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  "*■ I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  how ever, by exam ining 

R o u sseau 's  th e o ry  o f  e v o lu t io n , t o  a r r iv e  a t  a  w ork ing  d e f in i t i o n  f o r  th e  

p u rp o ses  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  and to  g ra sp  f r i e n d s h i p 's  r o le  in  R o u sseau 's  m oral 

u n iv e r s e .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  we Tbegin w ith  an e x am in a tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e  

i t s e l f .

R o u sseau 's  method t a k e s ,  as p o in t  o f  d e p a r tu r e ,  a  h y p o th e t ic a l  e f f o r t  

t o  d is t in g u is h  betw een th e  h e r e d i ta r y  and e n v iro n m e n ta l fo rc e s  w ork ing  in  

man, in  o rd e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  j u s t  w hat changes he can re a so n a b ly  hope t o  

e f f e c t  in  h is  m oral b e in g . I t  i s  h ig h ly  n o tew o rth y  t h a t  n e i th e r  f r ie n d ­

sh ip  n o r r i v a l r y  a re  " n a tu ra l"  in  R o u sse a u 's  g e n e ra l  view o f  th e  human 

s p e c ie s .  H is p u re ly  h y p o th e t ic a l  N a tu ra l  o r  P r im it iv e  Man was an i s o l a t e d  

b e in g , an a n im a l- l ik e  s o l i t a r y  nomad, h a v in g  no n e e d s , f e a r s  o r  c o n te n t­

ment ex cep t on a p u re ly  p h y s ic a l  p l a n e ,  and no p a s s io n s  b u t th e  few 

a r i s in g  from  th e s e .  I n d iv id u a l  in e q u a l i ty  — p u re ly  p h y s ic a l  and n e a r ly  

n e g l ig ib le  — was t o t a l l y  u n im p o rtan t to  P r im i t iv e  Man who knew " n e i th e r  

v a n i ty ,  n o r p reced en ce  [ c o n s id e r a t io n ] ,  n o r  e s teem , n o r  s c o r n ." 2 S e l f -  

p r e s e r v a t io n  and s e l f - p e r p e tu a t io n  demanded a l l  h is  w aking moments,

% e o f te n  a s s ig n s  a s e r i e s  o f  e p i th e t s  t o  a  g iv en  f r i e n d ,  in d ic a t in g  
th e  v a rio u s  a sp e c ts  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t io n s h ip .

2R ousseau , D isco u rs  s u r  l 'o r i g i n e  de l * i n e g a l i t £ . O.C. I l l ,  p .  157. 
(T ra n s la t io n  m in e .)



s t r e n g th  and e n e rg y , and h is  l i f e - s t y l e  resem bled  t h a t  o f  o th e r  w ild  

c r e a t u r e s ,  c o n s i s t in g  o f  a t te n d in g  t o  p h y s ic a l  n e e d s , s e l f - d e f e n s e  and 

r e s t .  Able th ro u g h  h i s  own e f f o r t  t o  n o u r ish  and house h im s e lf  from 

sp o n taneous n a tu r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  P r im it iv e  Man knew n e a r - t o t a l  freedom  and 

was th u s  m o ra lly  and p h y s ic a l ly  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  and f r e e  from  th e  n e c e s ­

s i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  f ix e d  re s id e n c e  o r  to  s u s ta in  perm anen t r e l a t i o n s  

w ith  any o th e r  member o f  h is  s p e c ie s .  Having no n eed  f o r  th e m ,1 he had 

n e i t h e r  a cq u a in ta n ce  n o r  re c o g n it io n  o f  o th e r  men, and v i r t u a l l y  no com­

m u n ica tio n  e x i s t e d ,  w h e th er h o s t i l e  o r  a f f e c t i o n a t e .  Women l e d  th e  same 

a c t i v e ,  in d ep en d en t l i v e s  as men, and se x u a l r e l a t i o n s  w ere p u re ly  in d i s ­

c r im in a te .  C h ild re n  rem ained  w ith  m others on ly  u n t i l  a b le  to  fen d  fo r  

th e m se lv e s , a t  w hich tim e  th ey  would w ander away, t o  be l o s t  and f o r g o t te n .

S in c e  m o ra li ty  i s  a  s o c ia l  concep t in  R o u sseau 's  th e o r y ,  th e  S ta te  o f  

N a tu re  was am oral ( o r  p re -m o ra l ,  i f  re g a rd ed  in  a  te m p o ra l c o n te x t ) .  

N o n e th e le s s , R ousseau co n cludes t h a t  P r im it iv e  Man was "g o o d ,"  t h a t  i s ,  

n o t i l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  tow ard  h is  fe llo w  c r e a tu r e s .  H is re a s o n in g  i s  b a se d  

on th e  f a c t  th a t ,v th a n k s  t o  ig n o ra n c e , p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  

d a y -to -d a y  l i v in g  and th e  absence o f  p a ss io n s  o th e r  th a n  th o s e  few 

p h y s ic a l  needs e a s i l y  s a t i s f i e d  w ith in  th e  framework o f  h is  everyday  l i f e ­

s t y l e ,  P r im it iv e  Man had no i n t e r e s t  in  th e  abasem ent o f  a n o th e r  and was 

th u s  "w ild "  b u t n o t in t e n t io n a l ly  ha rm fu l — "a  f r e e  man, whose h e a r t  i s  

a t  peace  and whose body i s  h e a lth y ."* 1- F u rth e rm o re , P r im it iv e  Man pos­

s e s s e d  a  " n a tu r a l  v i r t u e , "  p i t y  — th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

^ I b i d . , p .  152. (T ra n s la t io n  m in e .)  R ousseau was o f  th e  r a t i o n a l i s t i c  
c o n v ic t io n  (common to  th e  e ig h te e n th  c en tu ry ) t h a t  no man i s  g r a tu i to u s ly  
i l l - i n t e n t i o n e d .  He d id ,  how ever, a t  t im e s ,  make e x c e p tio n  f o r  "m echants 
whom he was a d m itte d ly  a t  a  lo s s  t o  c l a s s i f y .
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w ith  a  s u f f e r in g  c r e a tu r e  — d e r iv in g  from  h is  b a s ic  p r in c ip l e  o f  

s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  ( h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as P rim ary  S e l f - I n t e r e B t^ ) .

P i ty  i s  n a t u r a l l y  s u b o rd in a te d  t o  Prim ary S e l f - I n t e r e s t  b u t s e rv e s  t o  

m odera te  i t .  Whereas th e  l a t t e r  works tow ard  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  p i t y  i s  a  C o l le c t iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  w ork ing  to w ard  th e  c o n se r­

v a t io n  o f  th e  s p e c ie s  as a whole and s ta n d s  as th e  b a s ic  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

t h e  s e n tim e n ts  o f  b r o th e r ly - lo v e  and hum anity : C h r is t ia n  " c h a r i t y . ”

R ousseau  s e e s  t h i s  as th e  so u rce  o f  a l l  o th e r  v i r t u e s .

S e l f - p r e s e r v a t io n  in  th e  p r im i t iv e  s t a t e  r a r e ly  n e c e s s i t a t e d  d i r e c t i n g  

o n e 's  h o s t i l e  fo rc e s  a g a in s t  a n o th e r  human b e in g  o r  e n c ro ac h in g  on 

a n o th e r 's  i n t e r e s t s .  T h is s t a t e  was th u s  th e  most p e a c e fu l  a n d , from 

t h i s  p o in t  o f  v iew , th e  most f i t t i n g  f o r  man. F u r th e rm o re , w ith  no contra^- 

d ic to z y  p a s s io n s , P r im it iv e  Man was more s e n s i t iv e  t o  p i t y  th a n  i s  

C iv i l i z e d  Man. On th e  o th e r  han d , h av in g  no te m p ta tio n  t o  d iso b ey  h is  

b e n e v o le n t im p u ls e s , P r im it iv e  Man d e r iv e d  from h i s  "goodness"  n e i t h e r  

v i r t u e  (w h ich , in  R o u sseau 's  te rm s , im p lie s  s e lf -m a s te ry )  n o r  honor 

( t h a t  i s ,  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  e i t h e r  h e r e d i ta r y  o r ,  as in  t h i s  

c a s e ,  a  m oral s u p e r io r i t y  a c q u ire d  th ro u g h  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  f r e e - w i l l ) .

N e i th e r  th e  d e s i r e  n o r  th e  means o f  change b l ig h te d  t h i s  a n im a l- l ik e  

m anner o f  e x is te n c e .  C o u n tle ss  c e n tu r ie s  la y  betw een th e  s t a t e  o f  pu re  

s e n s a t io n  and th a t  o f  s im p le  know ledge. As man e v o lv e d , h is  f i r s t  look  

a t  h im s e lf  was h i e r a r c h i c a l ly  o r ie n te d :  " . . .  S ach an t a  p e in e  d i s t in g u e r  

l e s  r a n g s , e t  se  con tem plan t au p re m ie r  p a r  son e sp e c e , i l  se  p re p a re d  t  

de lo in  y p re te n d re  p a r  son in d iv id u ." 2 Man th e n  d i r e c te d  h is  r e f l e c ­

^R ousseau c a l l s  i t  "amour de s o i . "

^ I b i d . , p .  166.



t i o n  t o  com parisons betw een h im s e lf  and o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  o f  h is  s p e c ie s ,  

th u s  fo rm ing  h is  f i r s t  ru d im en ta ry  n o tio n s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  c o o p e ra tio n  and 

c o m p e tit io n . The h a b i t  o f  to g e th e rn e s s  developed  f e e l in g s  o f  a f f e c t i o n ,  

and l i t t l e  in d ep en d en t f a m i ly - s o c ie t ie s  were form ed. T his was th e  Golden 

Age o f  man. "S i l'homme v i v a i t  i s o l e , "  R ousseau a f f i r m s ,  " i l  a u r a i t  

peu  d 'a v a n ta g e s  s u r  l e s  a u tre s  anim aux. C 'e s t  dans l a  f rS q u e n ta t io n  

m u tu e lle  que se  d ev e lo p p en t l e s  p lu s  sub lim es f a c u l te s  e t  que se  m ontre 

l 'e x c e l l e n c e  de s a  n a tu r e .  En ne so n g een t q u 'J i p o u rv o ir  a  s e s  b e s o in s , 

i l  a c q u ie r t  p a r  l e  commerce de s e s  se m b la b le s , avec l e s  lu ra ie re s  qu i 

d o iv e n t l ' e c l a i r e r ,  l e s  s e n tim e n ts  qu i d o iv en t l e  re n d re  h eu reu x . En un 

m ot, ce n 'e s t  q u 'e n  devenan t s o c ia b le  q u ' i l  d e v ie n t un § t r e  m o ra l, un 

an im al r a i s o n n a b le ,  l e  r o i  des a u tr e s  anim aux, e t  l 'im a g e  de D ieu s u r  

l a  t e r r e . " 1

I t  i s  on ly  a t  t h i s  moment o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  R ousseau s u g g e s ts ,  t h a t  

th e  human b e in g  m etam orphoses from  a p o t e n t i a l  man to  a  man fu l l -b lo w n .

" . . .  Quel e t r e  s e n s ib le  p e u t v iv re  san s  p a s s io n s ,  san s  a tta c h e m e n ts? "  

he asks r h e t o r i c a l l y ;  "Ce n 'e s t  pas un homme; c 'e s t  une b r u t e ,  ou c 'e s t  

un D ie u ."  On th e  o th e r  h an d , t h i s  same s o c i a l i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  

g r e a t e s t  o b s ta c le  t o  m en 's  h a p p in e s s .

T his h a lf-w a y  p o in t  betw een n a tu re  and c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  say s  R ousseau , 

was th e  h a p p ie s t  and most d u ra b le  s t a t e ,  th e  l e a s t  s u b je c t  t o  r e v o lu t io n s ,
O

th e  b e s t  f o r  men, " th e  v e r i t a b l e  y o u th  o f  th e  w o r ld ."  As lo n g  as men

^•Rousseau, De l 'E t a t  de n a t u r e , O'.'C. I l l ,  p . 1*77.

^ S o l i t a i r e s . O.C. IV , p . 883.

^D iscours s u r  l 'o r i g i n e  de 1 ' i n t s g a l i t e . 0 . C. I l l ,  p . 171. (T ransla^- 
t i o n  m in e .)
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r e ta in e d  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y ,  th e y  needed no guide o th e r  

th a n  t h e  v o ic e  o f  n a tu r e .  W hatever p a in  th e y  s u f f e r e d  came a lm ost e x c lu ­

s iv e ly  from  n a tu re  and n o t  from t h e i r  fe llow -m en. The th o u g h t o f  w i l l ­

f u l l y  harm ing  a n o th e r  human "being was s t i l l  l a r g e ly  ab se n t from t h e i r  ex­

p e r ie n c e ,  " . . .  Les dem§les £ t a i e n t  s i  r a r e s , e t  le s  seco u rs  m u tu e ls  

s i  f r e q u e n ts  q u * i l  d u t r e s u l t e r  de ce commerce l i b r e  beaucoup p lu s  de 

b ie n v e i l la n c e  que de h a in e ,  d i s p o s i t io n  q u i jo in t e  au sen tim en t de com­

m is e ra t io n  e t  de p i t i e  que l a  n a tu re  a  g rave  dans to u s  le s  coeu rs  d u t 

f a i r e  v iv r e  l e s  hommes a sse z  p a is ib le m e n t en tro u p e a u .

W ith th e  h a b i t  o f  f r e q u e n ta t io n , th e  f a c u l ty  o f  r e la t io n - p e r c e p t io n  

c o n tin u e d  to  d e v e lo p , c r e a t in g  a  d e s i r e  f o r  p recedence  and p rom oting  

th e  s p i r i t  o f  c o m p e tit io n . T h is  c a l l e d  f o r  an e x t e r io r  sou rce  o f  ju d g ­

m ent, c r e a t in g  th e  co n cep ts  o f  " r e p u ta t io n 1' and " th e  p u b l ic ."  I t  i s  in  

t h i s  m anner t h a t  R ousseau co n ce iv es  th e  b i r t h  o f  th e  sen tim en t o f  lo v e .

"On s 'a c co u tu m e  a  c o n s id e re r  d i f f e r e n t s  o b j e t s , "  he h y p o th e s iz e s , " e t  a  

f a i r e  des c o m p ara iso n s ; on a c q u ie r t  in se n s ib le m e n t des id e e s  de m e r i te  e t  

de b e a u te  qu i p ro d u is e n t  des se n tim e n ts  de p re fe re n c e . A fo rce  de se  

v o i r ,  on ne p e u t  p lu s  se  p a s s e r  de se  v o i r  e n c o re ."  The new v a lu e  o f  

p reced en ce  d i s t i l l e d  heady d e l ig h ts  th e r e to f o r e  unknown to  man, b u t  s e ­

c r e te d  a  d ead ly  p o is o n , e x e m p lif ie d  by th e  b i r t h  o f  je a lo u s y ,  s im u lta n eo u s  

w ith  t h a t  o f  lo v e . I t s  g ra v e s t  and m ost f a r - r e a c h in g  e f f e c t  was t h e  con­

c u r r e n t  developm ent o f  a r e l a t i v e  m o tiv a tio n  p r in c ip l e :  th e  in te r n e c in e

•*~De I 'E t a t  de n a t u r e . O.C. I l l ,  p .  H76 ,

^D isco u rs  s u r  l 'o r i g i n e  de l ' i n e g a l i t e . O.C, I I I ,  p . 169 .



C om petitive  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  opposing  m an 's  P rim ary  and C o lle c t iv e  S e l f -  

I n t e r e s t s  and c a u s in g  i n t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  c o n f l i c t .  Man i s  n a tu r a l l y  

"good ,"  t h a t  i s ,  moved t o  m oral o rd e r  and harm ony, o n ly  so lo n g  as he i s  

u n c o rru p te d  "by C o m p e titiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t .  "Le co eu r de l'hom m e," s a id  

R ousseau , " e s t  to u jo u r s  d r o i t  s u r  to u t  ce q u i ne se  ra p p o rte  p as  p e r -  

so n n ellem en t a  l u i .  . . .  Mais quand n o t r e  i n t e r § t  s 'y  m § le , b ie n tb t  nos 

sen tim en ts  se  co rro m p en t; e t  c 'e s t  a lo r s  seu lem en t que nous p re fe ro n s  le  

mal q u i nous e s t  u t i l e ,  au  b ie n  que nous f a i t  a im er l a  n a tu r e ." ^  Man 

was now s u b je c t  t o  im m o ra lity  th ro u g h  su ch  d e v ia t io n  in  v a lu e - a p p r a i s a l .

Thus c o n f l i c t  became a  p a r t  o f  th e  human c o n d it io n :  in d iv id u a ls  were

to r n  betw een two o p p o sin g  p r i n c i p l e s ,  good and e v i l ,  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  

v a r ie d  betw een harmony and h o s t i l i t y .  From t h i s  p o in t  o n , d is c o rd  

triu m p h ed , and a l l  f u r t h e r  e v o lu tio n  was m oral d e g e n e ra tio n  in  th e  g u ise  

o f  p ro g r e s s :  " in  a p p ea ran ce  so many s te p s  tow ard  th e  p e r f e c t io n  o f  th e

i n d iv id u a l ,  an d , in  r e a l i t y  to w ard  th e  d e c re p itu d e  o f  th e  s p e c ie s ." ^

As s o c ie ty  d e v e lo p e d , a  v a lu e  r e v o lu t io n  to o k  p la c e ,  w ith  th e  i n s t i t u ­

t io n  o f  m ora l o r  p o l i t i c a l  in e q u a l i ty  by w hich p reced en ce  was acco rd ed  

c e r t a in  in d iv id u a ls  fo llo w in g  s ta n d a rd s  o f  Judgment "d ep en d [in g ] on a  

s o r t  o f  co n v en tio n "  and " e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  a t  l e a s t  a u th o r iz e d  by m en's con­

^R ousseau c a l l s  i t  " a m o u r-p ro p re ."

2L e t t r e  a  d 'A lem b ert ( P a r i s :  G am ier-F la ram ario n , 1 9 6 7 ), p .  77.
( I t a l i c s  m in e .)

•̂ Di sc  o u rs  s u r  l 'o r i g i n e  de l ' i n e g a l i t e . O.C. I l l ,  p .  171. (T ran sla /- 
t i o n  m in e ,)
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sen t." '* ' As lo n g  as in d iv id u a ls  had  rem ained  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  t h e i r  

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  h ad  "been in d ep en d en t and g e n e r a l ly  so u rc e s  o f  p le a s u r e ,  

h u t as soon as one man eco n o m ica lly  "needed" a n o th e r  e q u a l i ty  d is a p p e a re d  

and s e r v i tu d e  and m ise ry  came i n t o  b e in g . The cause o f  t h i s  " g re a t  

r e v o lu t io n "  was th e  co n cep t o f  p r o p e r ty ,  e n g e n d e rin g , in  t u r n ,  t h a t  o f  

J u s t i c e ,  w ith  w hich c i v i l  s o c ie ty  began , (R ousseau  p o in ts  ou t t h a t  

" J u s t ic e "  i s  an a r t i f i c i a l ,  c o n v e n tio n a l c o n c e p t, s in c e  p ro p e r ty  r ig h t s  

d i f f e r  from  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s . )  "W ealth" now became a  s ta n d a rd  by which 

p reced en ce  was d e te rm in ed .

The v a lu e  r e v o lu t io n  u p s e t and r e s t r u c tu r e d  m en 's s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .

By s t a b i l i z i n g  s o c i e t y ,  i t  p e r m it te d  each  member t o  be a s s ig n e d  a  rank  

on th e  s o c i a l  la d d e r .  W ith th e  co n cep t o f  s o c i a l  h ie r a r c h y ,  men — m a ste rs  

in  appearance  — became e n s la v e d , t h a t  i s ,  dependen t on o th e rs  f o r  g r a t i f i ­

c a t i o n ,  p r o t e c t io n ,  even m ere s u b s is te n c e .  T h is  g ra v e ly  a f f e c te d  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n s , c a u s in g  them  t o  d ish o n o r  th e m se lv e s  in  r e a l i t y  in  o rd e r  to  

honor th em selv es  in  a p p ea ra n ce . S ince  th e  c i v i l i z e d  i n d iv id u a l 's  fo r tu n e  

depends on th e  f ig u r e  he c u ts  in  o th e r s '  e y e s ,  men found i t  advan tageous 

t o  don becom ing m asks. T ru th  c o u ld  no lo n g e r  be i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  ap p ea ra n ce ,

and from t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  came two te n d e n c ie s  from w hich c o u n tle s s  v ic e s
3

d ev eloped : th e  d e s i r e  t o  show o f f  and th e  d e s i r e  t o  h id e . o

^ I b id . . p .  131. ( T r a n s la t io n  m in e .)

2" E tre "  and " p a r a i t r e . "
3
Rousseau u n d e rs ta n d s  by " v ic e "  a n y th in g  c o n tra ry  t o  th e  b a s ic  

p r in c ip le  o f  m o ra l o rd e r  and  harm ony, in c lu d in g  t h a t  w hich goes a g a in s t  
th e  c o n v e n tio n a l m o ra l code o f  a  g iven  s o c ie ty  a t  a  g iven  moment in  t im e .



E v e n tu a lly , th e  d r iv e  f o r  p re c ed e n ce  tu rn e d  man a g a in s t  man in  

a c t iv e  com bat. As th e  e a r th  became more and more crowded and unclaim ed 

l Qnds were no lo n g e r  w i th in  r e a c h ,  a  s i t u a t i o n  was c r e a te d  whereby one 

ma n ’s g a in  was a n o th e r  man’ s l o s s .  At t h i s  p o i n t ,  th e  s o c i a l  s t a t e  com­

p le te d  i t s  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  in to  " th e  m ost h o r r ib le  s t a t e  o f  w a r ."

" . . .  L 'a m b itio n  d e v o ra n te , l ’ a rd e u r  d ’£ le v e r  s a  fo r tu n e  r e l a t i v e ,  moins 

p a r  un v e r i t a b le  b e so in  que p o u r se  m e ttre  au -d e ssu s  des a u t r e s , in s p i r e  

a  to u s  l e s  hommes un n o i r  p en ch an t a  s e  n u i r e  m u tu e lle m e n t, une J a lo u s ie  

s e c re te  d ’ a u ta n t p lu s  d an g ereu se  q u e , p o u r f a i r e  son coup p lu a  en s f t r e te ,  

e l l e  p ren d  souvent l e  masque de l a  b ie n v e i l l a n c e ;  en un m ot, concurrence  

e t  r i v a l i t e  d 'u n e  p a r t ,  de 1 ' a u t r e  o p p o s i t io n  d ’i n t £ r § t ,  e t  to u jo u r s  l e  

d e s i r  cache de f a i r e  son p r o f i t  aux d£pens d fa u t r u i  . . .  " 1

The d e s i r e  t o  d i s t in g u is h  o n e s e l f  had  th u s  d eveloped  in to  an un­

b r id le d  p a s s io n ,  a m b itio n , sm o th e rin g  m an 's  n a t u r a l  p r e d is p o s i t io n  t o  hu­

maneness and com passion. No lo n g e r  fu n c t io n in g  on th e  p r in c ip l e  o f  

P rim ary S e l f - I n t e r e s t  n o r  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  p reced en ce  con­

f e r r e d  th ro u g h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  human s p e c ie s ,  men had  become 

th e  pawns o f  C o n p e tit iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t ,  each  man se e k in g  h i s  in d iv id u a l  

p reced en ce  a t  th e  expense o f  g e n e r a l  harmony and o rd e r .  Through a m b itio n , 

h ap p in ess  i t s e l f ,  th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  v a lu e s ,  had  come t o  be b a se d  on p re c e ­

dence. Men had come to  i d e n t i f y  w ith  t h e i r  p u b l ic  images t o  such  an ex­

t e n t  t h a t  " a  tim e  a r r iv e d  when th e  s e n tim e n t o f  h a p p in ess  became r e l a t i v e  

and i t  was n e c e ssa ry  to  lo o k  a t  o th e r s  t o  know i f  you y o u r s e l f  were 

h ap p y ,"  Luxury, as th e  symbol o f  p re c e d e n c e , came t o  a c q u ire  G od-like

1I b i c l . , p . 175.

2Pe l ’E ta t  de n a tu r e . O.C. I l l ,  p . b'JJ, ( T ra n s la t io n  m in e .)
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s t a t u s .

The c i v i l i z i n g  p ro c e ss  had  a sn o w b a llin g  e f f e c t ,  w ith  d e s i r e s  

c r e a t in g  needs (p a s s io n s )  c r e a t in g  in v e n t io n s  o r  d is c o v e r ie s  (d ev e lo p ed  

m en ta l f a c u l t i e s )  c r e a t in g  d e s i r e s  c r e a t in g  needs c r e a t in g  in v e n t io n s ,  

ad in f in i tu m . D eveloping  a lo n g s id e  i n e q u a l i t y ,  p a s s io n s  t h r u s t  men 

" o u ts id e  th e m se lv e s" : r a th e r  th a n  s e t t l i n g  f o r  a  m o ra l ly -p ro p i t io u s

m e d i o c r i t y t h e y  c rav ed  more and m ore. B lin d e d  by g re e d , th e n ,  s o c ie ty  

came t o  honor th e  g r e a te s t  a b s u r d i t i e s .  (H e re , R ousseau r e f e r s  s p e c i f i c a l ­

ly  t o  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  n o b i l i t y  and th e  " im p e r t in e n t  p r e ju d ic e  o f  

c o n d i t io n s ." )  S o c ie ty ,  in  t h i s  m anner, s u b je c te d  i t s e l f  t o  th e  v a lu e -  

■tyranny o f  a  w ea lth y  and p o w erfu l e l i t e  whose S ta n d a rd s  w ere a r t i f i c i a l  

^ d  t a i l o r e d  to  i t s  own a r i s t o c r a t i c  i n t e r e s t .

At t h i s  p o in t ,  i t  becomes obv ious t h a t  R o u sse au 's  c o n ce p tio n  o f  human 

r e l a t i o n s  i s  n o t as n a iv e ly  o p t im is t i c  as i t  may have ap p eared  a t  f i r s t  

g la n c e . In d e e d , i f  W estern m o ra li ty  h as  in  some ways e v o lv e d , R o u sseau 's  

id e a s  a re  g e n e ra l ly  as p ro v o c a tiv e  to d a y  as th e y  w ere in  th e  e ig h te e n th  

c e n tu r y ,  and , a lth o u g h  th e  s u b je c t  rem ains open t o  l i v e l y  d eb a te  and specu­

l a t i o n ,  modern an th ropo logy  and psy ch o lo g y  have y e t  t o  p rove  him wrong.

To i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s ,  we tu r n  back  t o  R o u sse a u 's  Man, whom we f in d  mo­

t i v a t e d  by p u re  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  " . . .  L 'am our du b i e n - § t r e , "  he  s t a t e s ,

" e s t  l e  s e u l  m obile des a c t io n s  hum aines . . .  " T h is ,  t o  R ousseau , i s  

" n a tu r a l "  on ly  so f a r  as h is  own p le a s u r e  and s u s te n a n c e  a re  c o n ce rn ed .^

^•"Les bonnes moeurs t i e n n e n t  p lu s  q u 'o n  ne  pense  el ce que chacun se 
p l a i s e  dans son e t a t . "  L e tt  r e  a  d 'A le m b e r t , p . 23k ,  n o te .

^D iscours s u r  l 'o r i g i n e  de l ' i n e g a l i t e . O.C. I l l ,  p .  166 .

^Cf. "Le p lu s  mechant des hommes e s t  c e lu i  q u i s ' i s o l e  l e  p l u s ,  q u i 
c o n c e n tre  l e  p lu s  son coeu r en lui-m Sm ej l e  m e i l l e u r  e s t  c e lu i  qu i p a r ta g e
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He r e le g a te s  th e  d r iv e  f o r  power and p reced en ce  and a l l  o f  man’s c r u e l  

and v io le n t  te n d e n c ie s  t o  th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l p l a n e ,  b lam ing  them  la r g e ly  

on m an's d eveloped  m en ta l f a c u l t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  o f  im a g in a tio n  which 

he see s  as m other o f  th e  p a s s io n s .  Not on ly  do a l l  modem men have b o th  

"these te n d e n c ie s  ( to  w hich we have a p p l ie d  th e  E n g lish  te rm s o f  P rim ary  

and C o m p etitiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) ,  b u t th e  l a t t e r  i s  th e  

s t r o n g e r  fo rc e  in  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Thus R ousseau  f in d s  (p u re ly  h e r e d i ta r y )  

man good b u t  men ( in  th e  c i v i l i z e d  en v iro n m en t) more i l l -  th a n  w e l l -  

in te n t io n e d  — a p e s s im is t i c  optim ism  c e r t a i n l y / ^  Even assum ing , th e n ,  

t h a t  R o u sseau 's  N a tu ra l  Man i s  no more th a n  a  p ro d u c t o f  th e  w is h fu l  

th in k in g  o f  a  g u i l t^ r id d e n  mind — h y p o th e s is  w hich has y e t  t o  be  proven 

o r  d isp ro v en  — R o u sseau 's  sy stem  may be co n ce iv ed  as " tough" and 

" r e a l i s t i c , "  s in c e  i t  was c r e a te d  f o r  modem man.

R o u sseau 's  approach  i s  e q u a lly  b i t t e r s w e e t  co n ce rn in g  human a t ta c h ­

m en ts . A ccording  to  h is  th e o ry  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  f r i e n d s h ip 's  te n d e r  i n t e r ­

c o u rs e , f a r  from b e in g  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a  n a t u r a l  d r iv e  tow ard  com panionsh ip , 

s e lf - e x p a n s io n  and s e l f - e x p r e s s io n ,  ap p ea rs  as a  dorm ant p o t e n t i a l i t y  on 

th e  P rim ary  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  l e v e l ,  r e q u i r in g  f u r t h e r  developm ent t o  ach iev e  

f lo w e r in g .2 Both C o lle c t iv e  and C o m p e titiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  l e v e l s

egalem ent se s  a f f e c t io n s  a  to u s  se s  s e m b la b le s ."  L e t t r e  a  d 'A le m b e rt, 
p .  222.

^ u t  o p im is t ic  n o n e th e le s s  in  R o u sse au 's  r e l e g a t io n  o f  h o s t i l i t y  to  
th e  e n v iro n m en ta l p la n e .

Q
The re p ro d u c tiv e  d r iv e ,  w hich co u ld  h a rd ly  be c o n s id e re d  " u n n a tu r a l ,"  

i s ,  o f  c o u rs e , ex c lu d ed  from t h i s  c o n s id e r a t io n ;  how ever, R ousseau d id  
f irm ly  b e l ie v e  t h a t ,  w ith o u t th e  s t im u la t io n  o f  e n v iro n m e n ta lly -d e v e lo p e d  
im a g in a tio n , m an 's s e x u a l d r iv e  would be  v a s t l y  red u ced  and a  p u re ly  
p h y s ic a l  fu n c tio n .
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p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  p e r f e c t io n  o f  f r i e n d s h ip ,  th e  fo rm er i n  th e  rea lm  o f  

th e  i n d iv id u a l s ' i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  a tta c h m e n t, endowing th e  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip  w ith  i t s  own m oral i d e n t i t y ;  th e  l a t t e r  in  th e  s e l e c t i v e  and e x c lu ­

s iv e  n a tu re  o f  th e  sen tim en t in  R o u sseau 's  e y e s . R o u sse au 's  co n cep tio n  

o f  f r ie n d s h ip  h a s ,  th e n ,  i t s  m o ra lly  harm onious a s p e c t ,  w ith  r e l a t i o n  t o  

th e  i n d i v i d u a l 's  lo s s  o f  c o m p e titiv e  m o tiv a tio n s  in  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

w ith  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  i t s e l f ,  b u t a ls o  a  f a c e t  o f  c o v e r t  h o s t i l i t y ,  ly in g  

in  i t s  e l i t i s t  ( th u s  c o m p e titiv e )  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 's  

im p l i c i t  d is d a in  o f  th e  unchosen p e rso n s  fo re ig n  t o  i t ;  harmony fo r  

i n s i d e r s ,  b u t  a  p o t e n t i a l  h o s t i l i t y  to w ard  o u t s id e r s .

F r ie n d s h ip 's  a sp e c ts  a re  f u r th e r  r e f in e d  in  R o u sse a u 's  th o u g h t .

O bviously  aware t h a t  men a re  b o m  w ith  w id e ly - d i f f e r in g  n a t u r a l  a t t r i b u t e s ,  

th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  o f te n  d is c u s s e s  v a r ia t io n s  o f  i n t e l l e c t ,  o f  h e a l th  and o f  c h a r­

a c t e r .  He was a ls o  f u l l y  co n sc io u s  o f  th e  w ide v a r i a t i o n s  in  in d iv id u a l  

em o tio n a l c a p a c i ty . C h a i l lo t ,  f o r  exam ple, C l a i r e 's  and J u l i e ' s  c h ild h o o d  

g o v e rn e ss , p o in te d  ou t J u l i e 's  e x t r a o r d in a r i l y  p a s s io n a te  n a tu r e  and th e  

"d an g e rs"  i t  b o r e ,  a lo n g s id e  i t s  in d ic a t io n  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y .  C la i r e ,  t o o ,  

was p a s s io n a te  in  h e r  own s p e c i a l t y ,  f r i e n d s h ip .  In d e e d  a l l  th e  m ajor 

c h a r a c te r s  o f  R o u sseau 's  n o v e l w ere n a tu r a l l y  s u p e r io r  b e in g s  in  t h e i r  

ex trem e s e n s i t i v i t y  — " g tr e s  s e lo n  mon co eu r"  R ousseau c a l l e d  th em , p e rso n s  

v i b r a t i n g ,  l i k e  h im s e lf ,  on an e l e c t r i f i e d  " s u b je c t iv e "  p la n e  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  

a l to g e th e r  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  common m an 's " o b je c t iv e "  o n e ; p e rso n s  who, 

a lth o u g h  in d is t in g u is h a b le  from  o rd in a ry  human b e in g s  t o  th e  u n i n i t i a t e d ,  

re c o g n iz e d  each  o th e r  i n t u i t i v e l y  th ro u g h  " s i g n s ,"  an " a i r "  o r  an " e x p re s ­

s io n ."  F r ie n d s h ip ,  to  members o f  t h i s  s e n s i t i v e  e l i t e ,  th e s e  Happy Few, 

was a  h e ig h te n e d  m e ta p h y s ic a l e x p e r ie n c e , and s p o n ta n e o u s , i f  n o t p r o v i -



18

d e n t i a l .

H eed le ss  t o  s a y ,  R ousseau c o n s id e re d  h im s e lf  one o f  th e s e  p r iv i l e g e d  

c r e a tu r e s .  E n c y c lo p S d is te  A lexandre D eley re  rem arked f a c e t io u s ly  y e t  

c la i r v o y a n t ly  d u r in g  a  q u a r r e l  betw een R ousseau and D id e ro t ,  " . . .  J 'y  

a p e r g o is ,  s i  J e  l 'o s e  d i r e ,  l e  sub lim e de l 'a m i t i e ,  e t  t o u t  ce p a r  q u o i 

e l l e  p e u t  re s se m b le r  a l 'am o u rs  des rep ro ch es  s a n g la n ts ,  des d u re te s  

a m eres , des rem o rd s , des r e t o u r s , en un m ot, ce qu i cim ente  e t  re d o u b le  

l 'u n i o n .

F r ie n d s h ip ,  n o t lo v e ,  was R o u sseau 's  g re a t  p a i t i o n .  His c u l t  o f  

f r ie n d s h ip  was no mere s u b lim a tio n  f o r  more s t r o n g ly - d e s i r e d  b u t  u n a t­

t a in a b le  dom estic  o r  e r o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  i t  w as, r a t h e r ,  th e  m a n ife s ta t­

i o n  o f  a  p ro fo u n d  need  f o r  a  fo u n d a tio n  on w hich t o  c o n s t r u c t  h is  f a i t h  

in  th e  u n iv e rs e  and in  h im s e lf .  "To lo v e  i s  t o  n e e d ,"  s a id  H e lv e t iu s .

The very  ex cess  o f  R o u sseau 's  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  need  r e f l e c t e d  i t s e l f  in  

h is  e x c e s s iv e  f r ie n d s h ip  demands. "Vous d i t e s  que j e  ne s u is  i n d i f f e r e n t  

a  p e rs o n n e ,"  he w ro te  t o  M arianne A lis s a n  de La T our; "T ant m ieux. J e  

ne p u is  s o u f f r i r  l e s  t i e d e s ,  e t  J 'a im e  mieux § t r e  h a i de m i l le  a  o u tr a n c e ,  

e t  airnS de m§me d 'u n  s e u l .  Quiconque ne se  p a ss io n n e  pas p o u r moi n 'e s t
p

pas d ig n e  de m o i."

•^Rousseau, C orrespondence c o m p le te , e d i te d  by R. A. Leigh ( Geneva} 
I n s t i t u t  e t  Musee V o l t a i r e ,  196>5 e t  s e q . ) ,  V ol. IV , Ho. H96 (March 31 , 
1757)* p p . 205 -6 . The volumes th u s  f a r  p u b lis h e d  o f  R o u sse au 's  C orrespon­
dance com plete  a re  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "C.C. I , "  "C .C. I I , "
'*C . C . I I i r T b c .

2C.C. X I I I .  No. 2193 (S eptem ber 2 6 , 1762) ,  p .  122.



U nless he was th e  o b je c t  o f  u n iv e r s a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  how ever la r g e  o r  

in t im a te  th e  " u n iv e r s e ,"  R ousseau l o s t  h i s  f e e l in g  o f  s t a b i l i t y ,  h i s  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  even th e  v e ry  se n tim e n t o f  h is  e x is te n c e .  But h i s  "au d ien c e "  

had  a ls o  t o  Judge and ta k e  a  s ta n d  on R o u sseau 's  i n t r i n s i c  v a lu e ;  th e  

c o n s ta n tly - re n e w e d  e x p re s s io n  o f  a p p ro v a l as w e l l  as t h a t  o f  r e c o g n i t io n  

was th u s  c a l l e d  f o r  in  R o u sseau 's  human r e la t io n s h ip s  ~  an d , as he con­

s i s t e n t l y ,  even c o m p u ls iv e ly , r e j e c t e d  m ora l m e d io c rity  as f a r  a s  he was 

co n cern ed  as an i n d iv id u a l ,  th e  " o t h e r 's "  fo rc e d  a p p r a is a l  was n e c e s s a r i ly  

t h a t  h e  was e i t h e r  th e  b e s t  o r  th e  w o rs t o f  men.

The q u e s t io n  o f  R o u sse au 's  very  honor o r  d ish o n o r was th u s  bound up 

in  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  f r i e n d s h ip ,  g iv in g  i t  a  l i f e - o r - d e a t h  u rg en cy . I t  

i s  im p o r ta n t t o  b e a r  t h i s  in  mind in  th e  s tu d y  o f  f r i e n d s h ip 's  r e l a t i o n  

t o  R o u sse au 's  l i f e  and th e o ry .
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FOUNDATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP

I t  was s p r in g  o f  1728. A sm a ll boy lo o k in g  younger th an  h i s  f i f t e e n -  

g o in g -o n -s ix te e n  y e a r s ,  w ith  d a rk  h a i r ,  a  ta n n e d  com plexion and s t r a n g e ly  

b r i l l i a n t  b la c k  eyes was s t r o l l i n g  in  th e  su n sh in e  a lo n g  a  d i r t  ro ad  le a d in g  

away-from  th e  fo rm id ab le  g ray  s to n e  w a lls  o f  th e  C ity  o f  C a lv in . A sh in y  

sword was a t  h i s  s i d e ,  a  song on h i s  l i p s .  As he w a lk ed , he daydream ed. 

" J 'e n t r a i s  avec s e c u r i t e  dans l e  v a s te  e sp ace  du monde; mon m e r ite  a l l a i t  l e  

re m p lir :  a  chaque pas j ' a l l a i s  t r o u v e r  des f e s t i n s , des t r e s o r s ,  des aven-

t u r e s , des amis p r e t s  a  me s e r v i r ,  des m a itr e s s e s  em pressees a  me p l a i r e :  

en me m o n tran t j ' a l l a i s  o ccu p e r de moi l 'u n i v e r s :  non pas p o u r ta n t  l 'u n i v e r s

t o u t  e n t i e r ;  j e  l ' e n  d is p e n s a is  en quelque  s o r t e ,  i l  ne m 'en f a l l a i t  pas t a n t .  

Une s o c ie te  charm ante me s u f f i s a i t  mais d e lic ie u s e m e n t c h o i s i e ,  oii j ' e t a i s  

a s s u re  de re g n e r .  Un s e u l  c h a te a u  b o r n a i t  mon am b itio n . F av o ri du s e ig n e u r  

e t  de l a  dame, amant de l a  d e m o is e lle ,  ami du f r e r e ,  e t  p r o te c te u r  des v o i s in s ,  

j 'e t a i B  c o n te n t ;  i l  ne m 'en f a l l a i t  pas d a v a n t a g e . A  s in g le  c a s t l e  — h a r ­

monious u n iv e rs e  o f  w e l l - b o r n ,  v ir tu o u s  and d ev o ted  f r i e n d s ,  and he " a s s u re d  

o f  re ig n in g "  a t  th e  c e n te r ;  a  w o rld  o f  a p p ro v a l and a f f e c t io n ,  honor and 

f r ie n d s h ip  — so  l i t t l e  y e t  so  much t o  ask  was th e  o b je c t  o f  h i s  h a p p in e s s -  

q u e s t .  L a te r ,  s o a r in g  to  u n c h a r te d  h e ig h ts  o f  g lo ry  o r  w r i th in g  in  th e  t e n ­

t a c u l a r  g ra sp  o f  d e s p a i r ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau w ould , w ith  g e n t le  i r o n y ,  mock 

th e  a s to n is h in g ly  n a iv e  boy he had  been upon le a v in g  Geneva t o  seek  h i s  f o r ­

tu n e .  S t i l l ,  t r a n s p o s e d  t o  a  s im p le , b u c o l ic  s e t t i n g ,  h is  e a r th ly  p a ra d is e  

w ould alw ays rem ain  b a s i c a l l y  th e  same dom estic  c a s tle -d re a m . At f i f t y - n i n e

•^C onfessions. 0 . C. I ,  p .  ^5»
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y e a rs  o f  a g e , he would a d m it, "Quand l 'a r d e n t  d e s i r  de c e t t e  v ie  h eu reu se  e t  

douce q u i me f u i t  e t  p o u r l a q u e l l e  j ’e t a i s  nS v ie n t  enflam m er mon im a g in a tio n , 

c 'e s t  to u jo u r s  au  pays de Vaud, p re s  du l a c ,  dans des campagnes charm antes 

q u 'e l l e  se  f ix e .  I I  me fa u t  abso lum ent un v e rg e r  au b o rd  de ce la c  e t  non 

pas d 'u n  au tre ,; i l  me fa u t  un ami s t i r ,  une femme a im a b le , une v a ch e , e t  un 

p e t i t  b a te a u . J e  ne j o u i r a i  d ’un b o n h eu r p a r f a i t  s u r  l a  t e r r e  que quand 

j ' a u r a i  to u t  c e l a . n l

Q u ite  an unprom ising  p ro s p e c t f o r  a d ju s tm e n t t o  th e  h a rsh  r e a l i t i e s  o f  

human r e l a t i o n s ,  t h i s  y o u th fu l  dream er o f  f i f t e e n  and f i f t y - n i n e .  B efo re  

s tu d y in g  h is  m oral fo rm a tio n , t h e n ,  i t  i s  f i t t i n g  to  exam ine th e s e  unusual 

a s p e c ts  o f  h is  c h a r a c te r .

One p o in t  must be s t r e s s e d  a t  th e  o u t s e t :  i n  t h i s  s tu d y ,  R ousseau w i l l
p

be  t r e a t e d  as a  g re a t man. "No man i s  a  h e ro  t o  h is  m a n se rv a n t,"  th e  say in g  

g o e s , and we a re  a l l  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  R o u sse au 's  d o m e stic s : nowhere in  l i t e r a ­

tu r e  i s  th e re  an example o f  a  more in t im a te  r e l a t i o n s h ip  betw een a u th o r  and 

re a d e r .  Thus he w i l le d  i t ,  w ith  h i s  s y s te m a tic  e x p o s i t io n  o f  J e a n -Ja c q u e s -  

the-m an a lo n g s id e  R ousseau , a r t i s t  and p h i lo s o p h e r ,  each  n e c e s sa ry  to  com plete 

and e x p la in  th e  o th e r .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  a s  h i s  l i f e  u n fo ld e d , th e  p o r t r a i t  o f  

" Je a n -Jac q u e s"  became th e  s u b je c t  o f  g r e a t  c o n tro v e rs y , w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  

we know t h i s  man to o  w e l l  w ith o u t u n d e rs ta n d in g  him  enough. In  h im , we sen se  

th e  h e ig h ts  o f  m an 's  g re a tn e s s  and th e  a b y ss  o f  h i s  b a se n e ss  and a b s u r d i ty ,  

and , a lm ost a u to m a t ic a l ly ,  we p la c e  o u rs e lv e s  in  im a g in a tio n  a lo n g s id e  him 

t o  s h a re  in  h is  e x p e r ie n c e . N o n e th e le s s ,  in  o u r r i g h t f u l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

w ith  R ousseau , we te n d ,  p e rh ap s  th ro u g h  v a n i ty ,  t o  p u l l  him down on ou r own

•̂C o n fess io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 152.

% o te  t h a t  th e  a d je c t iv e  i s  " g re a t"  and  n o t "g o o d ."
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s tra tu m  t o  Judge him , r a th e r  th an  r i s i n g  t o  a s s e s s  him on h i s  own l e v e l .

We mock him f o r  s t r e s s in g  h is  s i n g u l a r i t y ;  we mock him f o r  th e  v e ry  s in g u la r i t y  

we mocked him f o r  s t r e s s i n g ;  and th en  we m a in ta in  t h a t  he  was n o t a t  a l l  

s in g u la r  b u t in d e ed  q u i te  commonplace.' The p o p u la r  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  him  by 

h is  f i r s t  name a lo n e , in  s e rv a n t  f a s h io n ,  w hich began  as a  V o l ta i r ia n  swipe 

t o  p o in t  up R o u sseau 's  low ly o r ig in s  (a s  though  th e y  w ould s u f f i c e  to  make 

him an o b je c t  o f  s c o r n ) ,  caugh t on among th e  p o e t 's  c o n tem p o ra rie s  and s t i l l  

s u b s i s t s  to d a y . "Poor g re a t man!" we e x c la im  p a t r o n iz in g ly  w ith  Guehenno, 

"p erh ap s you [ tu ]  w ere on ly  r i d i c u l o u s , " 1 o v e r lo o k in g  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  

c o in : a  g re a tn e s s  w hich n e a r ly  a l l  humans co v e t and o n ly  a  h a n d fu l a c h ie v e .

W ithout t h i s  g re a tn e s s  and th e  m essage i t  b e a r s ,  th e  s tu d y  o f  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  

Rousseau w ould n o t be w orth  th e  u n d e r ta k in g .

How, th e n ,  was R ousseau a  g re a t  man? The p h i lo s o p h e r  w ould undoub ted ly  

have co n cu rred  w ith  Mme. de C henonceaux 's d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e  phenomenon o f  

g re h tn e s s :  "Those who p ro fe s s  n a tu r a l  r e l i g i o n  and deny r e v e la t i o n  do n o t ,

f o r  a l l  t h a t ,  disavow  a g e n e ra l  P ro v id en ce  w hich d i s t r i b u t e s  i t s  g i f t s  to  

p r iv i l e g e d  men; w hich expands n a t u r e 's  b le s s in g s  f o r  them  by a  p u r e r  e n l ig h te n ­

ment and a  g r e a te r  c h a r a c te r  o f  v i r t u e .  Nor do th e y  deny t h a t  th e  Supreme 

B eing  w is h e s , p e rh a p s , t o  g iv e  th e s e  men t o  th e  human s p e c ie s  as an a id  and 

as  a  model t o  e n l ig h te n  and a m e lio ra te  i t . " ^  W hile he  was n o t  and n e v e r  

c la im ed  to  be a  model o f  v i r t u e ,  R ousseau d id  d e f i n i t e l y  f e e l  h im s e lf  t o  be 

a  k in d  o f  example e le c te d  by f a t e  w ith  a  m iss io n  t o  e n l ig h te n  mankind and 

le a d  i t  tow ard  m o ra li ty .

^ e a n - J a c q u e s  ( P a r i s :  G a llim a rd , 1962 ) ,  V ol. I ,  p .  363. T h is c i t a t i o n  
( t r a n s l a t i o n  mind) i s  h e re in  em ployed o u t o f  c o n te x t ,  m ere ly  f o r  i t s  a p tn e s s .

^R ousseau , C orrespondence g e n e r a le . e d s .  Th. D ufour and P .- P .  P la n  
( P a r i s :  C o lin , I92U-3V), V ol. X II , No. 2UU9, Mme. de Chenonceaux to  R ousseau 
( c .  F eb ru ary  1 1 , 1765) ,  p . 355* The tw en ty  volum es o f  R o u sse au 's  C orrespondence 
g e n e ra le  a re  h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as " C .G .,"  fo llo w e d  by a  Roman num eral 
d e s ig n a t in g  th e  volume number.
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A lthough R ousseau would p erhaps h im s e lf  d i s a g r e e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  h is  own 

d e f i n i t i o n  we may d e s c r ib e  h is  g re a tn e s s  as f a l l i n g  in to  th e  c a te g o ry  o f  

"h e ro ism ,"  w ith  th e  l im i t a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  be a p p lie d  on ly  i n s o f a r  

as h is  p h ilo s o p h ic  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  con cern ed . The so u rc e  o f  such  "hero ism " i s  

g e n iu s ,  w hich R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  as c o n s i s t in g  o f  an e x tr a o rd in a ry  p o t e n t i a l ,  

com bining q u a l i t i e s  o f  se n tim e n t w ith  th o s e  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t .  " . . .  Les &mes 

ne s o n t p lu s  ou moins i l l u s t r e s , "  he a f f i r m s ,  "que s e lo n  q u 'e l l e s  on t des 

s e n tim e n ts  p lu s  ou moins grands e t  n o b le s ,  des id e e s  p lu s  ou moins v iv e s  e t  

nom breuses. Les f a i t s  ne s o n t i c i  que des cau ses  o c c a s io n n e l le s .

D e sc r ib in g  th e  phenomenon o f  gen iu s  in  g r e a te r  d e t a i l ,  R ousseau s t i p u l a t e s :  

"Q u'on c u l t iv e  ou non l e s  s c ie n c e s ,  dans q ue lque  s i e c l e  que n a is s e  un g rand  

homme, i l  e s t  to u jo u r s  un g rand  homme; c a r  l a  so u rce  de son m e r i te  n 'e s t  pas 

dans se s  l i v r e s , m ais dans s a  t e t e , e t  so u v en t l e s  o b s ta c le s  q u ' i l  tro u v e  e t  

q u ' i l  surm onte ne fo n t que l 'e l e v e r  e t  l 'a g r a n d i r  e n c o re . On p e u t a c h e te r  l a  

s c ie n c e  e t  rneme le s  s a v a n ts ,  mais l e  g en ie  qu i ren d  l e  s a v o i r  u t i l e  ne 

s 'a c h e t e  p o in t ;  i l  ne c o n n a lt n i  1 ' a r g e n t ,  n i  l 'o r d r e  des p r in c e s ,  i l  ne l e u r  

a p p a r t i e n t  p o in t  de l e  f a i r e  n a i t r e ,  m ais seu lem en t de l 'h o n o r e r ,  i l  v i t  e t  

s 'im m o b il is e  avec l a  l i b e r t e  qu i l u i  e s t  n a t u r e l l e , e t  [ l ' ] i l l u s t r e  M etas tase  

lui-m em e e t a i t  d e ja  l a  g lo i r e  de l ' l t a l i e  av an t d 'S t r e  a c c u e i l l i  p a r  C h arles  VI. 

Tachons done de ne pas confondre l e  v r a i  p ro g re s  des t a l e n t s  avec l a  p r o te c t io n  

que l e s  p r in c e s  peuven t l e u r  a c c o rd e r .

But gen iu s  a lo n e  i s  n o t s u f f i c i e n t .  The h e ro  m ust a l s o  have a  ra g in g  f i r e  

w i th in  h im , d r iv in g  him onward. T h is in d e e d  was th e  so u rce  o f  R o u sseau 's  

a s to n is h in g  e lo q u e n c e , as he h im s e lf  a d m itte d . " Je  s a v a i s , "  he s a i d ,  "que

^C o n fess io n s  d r a f t ,  O.C. I ,  p . 1150.

2C.C. IV , No, H l8 . R ousseau to  F ranz C h r i s to f  Scheyb ( J u ly  1 5 , 1 7 5 6 ),
P. 27.
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non t a l e n t  ne v e n a i t  que d 'u n e  c e r ta in e  c h a le u r  d'ame s u r  le s  m a tie re s  que 

j 'a v a i s  a  t r a i t e r ,  e t  q u ' i l  n 'y  a v a i t  que 1 ' amour du g ra n d , du v r a i , du b eau  

q u i p u t an im er mon g en ie  . . .  On s 'im a g in a i t  que je  p o u v a is  e c r i r e  p a r  m e tie r  

comne to u s  l e s  a u tr e s  gens de l e t t r e s , au l i e u  que, j e  ne  sus ja m a is  e c r i r e  

que p a r  p a s s io n ."■'* T his e x tr a o rd in a ry  d r iv e  com pensates f o r  th e  h e r o 's  de­

f e c t s  o f  c h a r a c te r  and p ro v id e s  him w ith  an unshakab le  courage and s t r e n g th  

o f  p u rp o s e , e x p re s s e d , n o t d e s t r u c t i v e l y ,  b u t in  everyday co n d u c t. He i s  

"un compose de bonnes e t  de m auvaises q u a l i t e s  s a l u t a i r e s  ou n u i s ib le s  s e lo n  

l e s  c i r c o n s ta n c e s , e t  com binees dans une t e l l e  p ro p o r tio n  q u ' i l  en r e s u l t e  

so u v en t p lu s  de fo r tu n e  e t  de g lo i r e  po u r c e lu i  qui le s  p o s se d e , e t  q u e lq u e -
p

f o i s  merne p lu s  de bonheu r p o u r l e s  p e u p le s , que d 'u n e  v e r tu  p lu s  p a r f a i t e . "

R o u sse a u 's  h e ro  i s  m o tiv a te d  by a  d e s i r e  to  ach iev e  h a p p in ess  f o r  men, b u t ,  

b e h in d  t h i s  a p p a re n t a l t r u i s m  l i e s  a  b u rn in g  p e rso n a l a m b itio n . "Ne nous d i s -  

s im u lo n s r i e n , "  w arns th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ;  " l a  f e l i c i t e  p u b liq u e  e s t  b ie n  moins 

l a  f i n  des a c t io n s  du h£ ros q u 'u n  moyen p o u r a r r i v e r  a  c e l l e  q u ' i l  se  p ro p o s e , 

e t  c e t t e  f i n  e s t  p re sq u e  to u jo u r s  s a  g lo i r e  t ie r s o n n e l le .  . . .  I I  y  a  b ie n  de l a  

d i f f e r e n c e  e n t r e  l'homme v e r tu e u x  e t  c e lu i  q u i a des v e r tu s ;  c e l l e s  du hS ros 

o n t ra rem en t l e u r  so u rce  dans l a  p u r e te  de l '3 m e ve t ,  sem blab le  a  c e s  d rogues 

s a l u t a i r e s ,  m ais peu  a g i s s a n t e s ,  q u ' i l  fa u t anim er p a r  des s e l s  S e re s  e t  

c o r r o s i f s ,  on d i r a i t  q u 'e l l e s  a ie n t  b e so in  du concours de q u e lq u es  v ic e s  p o u r
O

le u r  donner de l ' a c t i v i t e . "  I t  fo llo w s t h a t  to o  many h e ro es  w ould  be as 

d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  m oral o rd e r  as one r a r e  example from tim e  t o  tim e i s  c o n s tru c ­

t i v e .  On th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  h e ro  i s ,  in  a  s e n s e , s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e ,  as he 

r i s k s  h i s  e n t i r e  r e p u ta t io n  w ith  ev ery  g re a t  a c tio n  he u n d e r ta k e s ,  and th e

^ C o n fe s s io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p . 513.

^ D isco u rs  s u r  l a  v e r tu  du h e r o s « O.C. I I ,  p . 1265.

% b id . , p . 1265. ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)
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odds a re  a g a in s t  h im , w ith  f a i l u r e  "bringing  abou t g r e a te r  sco rn  th a n  su c c e ss  

would have c o n fe r re d  h o n o r .1 T hus, R ousseau g iv e s ,  as th e  " t r u e  fo u n d a tio n  

o f  h e ro ism ,"  s t r e n g th  o f  c h a r a c te r .  The h e ro  does n o t always p e rfo rm  g r e a t  

a c t i o n s ,  b u t  he i s  alw ays c a p a b le  o f  them , d i s t in g u is h in g  h im s e lf  in  t h i s  

r e s p e c t  from th e  o rd in a ry  man whose c a p a c i t i e s  a re  r e l a t i v e l y  l im i te d .  Fur­

th e rm o re , th e  h e ro  i s  a b le  t o  fo cu s  on h is  o b je c t  w ith o u t d i s t o r t i o n  o r  d is ­

t r a c t i o n ,  in  a  superhum an e f f o r t  o f  c o n c e n t r a t io n .2 F in a l ly ,  th e  h e r o 's  

g re a tn e s s  i s  in v u ln e r a b le ,  a t  one w ith  h im s e lf  and in d ep en d en t o f  h is  r e p u ta ­

t i o n .  In  a d v e r s i ty  as w e l l  as in  g lo r y ,  th e  h e ro  i s  a  g re a t  man; " . . .  I I  ne 

regne pas moins dans l e s  f e r s  que s u r  l e  t r S n e ." ^

A lthough R o u sse au 's  many w eaknesses o f  c h a r a c te r  make i t  p a in f u l ly  c l e a r  

t h a t  he la c k e d  h e r o ic  s t r e n g th  o f  c h a r a c te r  on a  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l ,  i t  can be 

r e a d i ly  a d m itte d  t h a t  he found t h i s  abnorm al s t r e n g th  in  th e  e n u n c ia t io n  and 

d e fen se  o f  h is  m essage. I f  R o u sse a u 's  g r e a tn e s s ,  th e n ,  i s  a c c e p te d  a c c o rd in g

1T hat R ousseau d id  a c t u a l l y ,  t o  a  c e r t a in  e x t e n t ,  id e n t i f y  w ith  h i s  "h ero "  
i s  su g g e s te d  by t h e  fo llo w in g  rem ark  c o n ce rn in g  h is  C o n fe ss io n s . seen  as a  
s o r t  o f  h e ro ic  a c t i o n :  " . . .  De l a  m aniere  dont j e  s u is  connu dans l e  monde
j ' a i  moins a  g ag n er q u 'a  p e rd re  a  me m o n tre r  t e l  que j e  s u i s . "  R ousseau ,
Mon P o r t r a i t . O.C. I ,  p . 1123.

p
I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  p r e c i s e ly  th e  Abbe T r u b le t 's  c r i t i c i s m  o f  R ousseau:

" I I  a  de l a  p ro fo n d e u r , c re u se  une id e e ,  s u i t  un p r in c ip e ,  ju s q u 'o u  i l  
p e u t a l l e r ,  v o i t  d ev an t l u i  e t  a  p e r t e  de v u e , non a  c 3 te ,  e t  c e la  p a rc e  q u ' i l  
n 'y  re g a rd e  p a s . Ce q u ' i l  v o i t  l ' a t t a c h e ,  l e  f i x e ,  l e  s a i s i t  t r o p ,  p o u r q u ' i l  
p u is s e  en d e to u m e r  a i l l e u r s  l e s  yeux . I I  e s t  en e x ta s e ,  f ix e  a  un s e u l  o b je t  
don t r i e n  he l e  d i s t r a i t  p a s ,  meme ce qu i y  t i e n t  l e  p lu s  p a r  l e s  ram eaux; i l  
s u i t  l e  t ro n c  ou l a  b ran ch e  p r i n c i p a l e .  Mauvais p h ilo s o p h e , c a r  l a  p h ilo s o p h ic  
e s t  l a  s c ie n c e  des c a u s e s , non d 'u n e  c a u s e , e t  to u t  e f f e t ,  to u te  chose a  o r -  
d in a ire m e n t p lu s ie u r s  c a u se s . O r, R ousseau ne v o i t  o rd in a ire m e n t q u 'u n e  c au se ; 
ou du moins ne l e s  v o i t  pas t o u t e s ;  e t  s a i t  en co re  moins l e  degre  de 1 ' in f lu e n c e  
de chacun , e n co re  moins p e s e r  que com pter. De l a  v ie n t  q u ' i l  o u tre  t o t i t ;  c a r  
to u te s  le s  cau ses  r e u n ie s  se  m o d if ie n t ,  se  te m p e ren t e t  se  c o m b a tte n t, e t  de 
l a  un e f f e t  m odere, e t c .  [ s i c ]

"On l u i  a  re p ro c h e  de l 'o b s c u r i t e ,  e t  i l  en a ,  non dans le s  id £ e s  p r i n c i ­
p a l s  ; i l  l e s  v o i t  t r o p  b ie n ,  m ais dans l e s  a c c e s s o i r e s ." C ite d  in  C.C. I I I .  
Appendix lU 2, pp . 350-1 .

3 p isco u rs  s u r  l a  v e r tu  du h e r o s . O.C. I I .  p . 127^.
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t o  h is  own d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h e ro ism  — "une in tem p eran ce  de g lo i r e "  — c le a r ly  

h is  p e r s o n a l  am b itio n  (C o m p e titiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t )  as s t ro n g ly  a f f e c t s  h is  

m ora l fo rm atio n  as do th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f  lo v e  and f r ie n d s h ip  (C o l le c t iv e

S e l f - I n t e r e s t )  and o f  s e l f - l o v e  (P rim ary  S e l f - I n t e r e s t ) .

R ousseau , th e n ,  was n o t  exempt from th e  g r e a t  v ic e  o f  c i v i l i z e d  man, and 

h is  am b itio n  was g r e a t  in d e e d , in  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  h is  s in g u la r  and e x c e s s iv e  

c h a r a c te r .  Perhaps h is  m ajo r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  was t h i s  v e ry  s e lf - c o n s c io u s n e s s .  

"V ain as S a ta n ,"  D id e ro t c a l l e d  him  in  h is  own s e a r in g  T a b le t t e s . Now, we 

a re  a l l  e g o t i s t i c a l  and i n f i n i t e l y  more so th a n  we c a re  t o  a d m it, b u t Rous­

se a u  was c h a in ed  t o  h im s e lf  in  an u n u s u a lly  p a s s io n a te  lo v e -h a te  r e l a t io n s h ip .  

E v e ry th in g  he e v e r  w ro te  w as, from  a c e r t a in  v ie w p o in t, o f  and f o r  h im s e lf ,  

a n d , in  th e  lo n g  ru n ,  he was th e  o n ly  th in g  t h a t  t r u l y  m a tte re d .^ - The famous 

s ta te m e n t in  th e  p r e f a c e  t o  h is  comedy, a p t ly  e n t i t l e d  N a r c i s s u s . t h a t  th e  

a u th o r  worked on ly  f o r  h is  own esteem  was u n q u e s tio n a b ly  s in c e r e .  N o n e th e le s s , 

t h i s  esteem  o r  sen se  o f  s e c u r i t y  was u t t e r l y  dependant on th e  ap p ro v a l o f  

R o u sseau 's  e n t i r e  " u n iv e rs e "  — w h e th e r c o n s tru e d  as th e  g e n e ra l  p u b l ic  o r  a  

mere h a n d fu l o f  in t im a te s .  O th e rs ' i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  we have rem arked , was un­

b e a ra b le  t o  him b ecau se  i t  m eant t h a t ,  in  e f f e c t ,  he had  ceased  to  e x i s t .  

O th e rs ' d is a p p ro v a l — even th e  s ig n  o r  s u s p ic io n  o f  i t  — was s u f f i c i e n t  t o

s h a t t e r  h is  w orldview  and s e lf - im a g e . At th e s e  moments, he was un ab le  t o  a f ­

f irm  c e r t i t u d e  re g a rd in g  h im s e lf  and h is  e n v iro n m en t, on ly  s u r p r i s e  and p e r ­

p l e x i ty  — r a r e ly  " I  am in n o c e n t . '"  b u t r a t h e r ,  " I ,  g u i l ty ?  How can t h a t  be?"

— th e n  r e t r e a t i n g  t o  rev iew  th e  w hole s i t u a t i o n ,  in  s e a rc h  o f  an e x p la n a t io n ,  

u n t i l  re a s su ra n c e  was fo rth co m in g  from  some e x t e r i o r  s o u rc e . When t h i s  

f a i l e d  to  m a te r i a l i z e ,  R ousseau w ould be throw n in to  a  s t a t e  o f  d o u b t, and 

h i s  e v a lu a t io n  would ta k e  p la c e  on a  su b co n sc io u s  l e v e l ,  in  a  mechanism he

•^Rousseau o f te n  o b se rv es  t h a t  th e  only  e x t e r i o r  o b je c ts  t o  e n te r  h is  
aw areness w ere th o s e  t h a t  to u c h ed  him  s u b je c t iv e ly ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  him (and 
n o t he t o  them ) by a t t a i n i n g  th e  in n e r  d ep th s  o f  h is  e x is te n c e .  In  t h i s  
r e s p e c t , he was n o t r e a l l y  co ncerned  w ith  w hat m a tte re d  t o  h is  f r i e n d s , 
b u t p r iz e d  them  on ly  in  r e l a t i o n  to  h im s e lf .
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once d e s c r ib e d  re g a rd in g  h is  r e l ig io u s  b e l i e f :  " . . .  J e  c ro is  en D ieu to u t

a u s s i  fo r tem e n t que j e  c r o is  aucune a u t r e  v £ r i t 6 ,  p a rc e  que c r o i r e  e t  ne  c r o i r e  

pas  s o n t l e s  choses du monde q u i dependen t l e  m oins de m oi; que l ' 6 t a t  de 

d o u te  e s t  un e t a t  t r o p  v io le n t  p o u r mon Sme; que quand ma r a is o n  f l o t t e ,  ma 

f o i  ne p e u t  r e s t e r  longtem ps en s u s p e n s , e t  se d e te rm in e  sans e l l e ;  q u 'e n f in  

m il le  s u j e t s  de p re fe re n c e  m 'a t t i r e n t  du c 8 t6  l e  p lu s  c o n so la n t e t  jo ig n e n t  

l e  p o id s  de l ’esp 6 ran ce  a  l 'e q u i l i b r e  de l a  r a i s o n ."  He q u a l i f i e d  h is  d e s c r ip ­

t i o n  in  a v a r i a t io n  o f  th e  same t e x t :  " Je  n 'erapSche p a s  q u e , ce  que J 'a p p e l l e

s u r  c e la  p reu v e  de s e n tim e n t,  on ne  I 'a p p e l l e  p r£ ju g e ;  e t  je  ne  donne p o in t  

c e t t e  o p in i& tre te  de croyance comme un m odele ; m a is , avec  une bonne f o i  p e u t-  

e t r e  sans exem ple, j e  l a  donne comme une in v in c ib le  d i s p o s i t io n  de mon §me, 

que jam ais  r i e n  ne p o u rra  su rm o n te r , don t j u s q u ' i c i  j e  n ' a i  p o in t  a  me 

p l a in d r e ,  e t  qu 'o n  ne p e u t a t t a q u e r  san s  c r u a u t^ ." ^

O b v io u sly , th e  most " c o n so lin g "  and " h o p e fu l"  p o in t  o f  view  i n  th e  case  

o f  a  human r e l a t io n s  dilemma was t o  e x t e r i o r i z e  t h e  b lam e , o p t in g  f o r  h is  own 

goodness and r ig h tn e s s  a t  th e  expense  o f  t h e  o t h e r 's  bad n ess  and w rongness.

I t  fo llo w s t h a t  t h i s  l e f t  R ousseau e x tre m e ly  p ro n e  t o  c o n f l i c t  betw een h im s e lf  

and h is  env ironm en t. Only by e scap e  t o  a  s a f e ,  s e l e c t ,  s e a l e d - o f f  m i l ie u  

(an  " i s l a n d ,"  a  " p r i s o n ,"  an im ag in ary  " i d e a l  w o r l d " . . . )  co u ld  he be a s su re d  

o f  m astery  o f  h is  w o rld - and s e lf - im a g e s  and  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  harmony n e c e s sa ry  

to  h is  w e ll-b e in g . U t te r  s o l i t u d e ,  he d e c la r e d ,  made him  f e e l  l i k e  God. He 

daydream ed s y s te m a t ic a l ly ,  Raymond b e l ie v e s  as much as f iv e  t o  s i x  h o u rs  p e r  

d a y .^  Yet such s o l i t a r y  e l a t io n  i s  in p o s s ib le  t o  m a in ta in  on a  perm anent 

b a s i s  f o r  a  number o f  d o w n -to -e a rth  re a so n s  such as em o tio n a l v i c i s s i t u d e s

•k i.C . IV , No. k2k ( " L e t te r  on P ro v id e n c e " ) ,  R ousseau  to  V o l ta i r e  
(A ugust 1 8 , 1 7 5 6 ), pp. U7 and 62.

^ Jea n -Ja cq u e s  R ousseau: La q u § te  de s o i  e t  l a  r§ v e r ie  ( P a r i s :  C o r t i ,
1962).
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in d e p en d e n t o f  e x t e r i o r  s t i m u l i ,  and th e  need  f o r  o th e rs  f o r  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t io n  

and en joym ent. More o m in o u sly , s o l i tu d e  i s  a  p o w erfu l m e d ic in e , p o t e n t i a l l y  

more d ead ly  th a n  th e  d is e a s e  i t  i s  c a l l e d  in  t o  c u re .

J u s t  as R ousseau knew th e  te m p ta tio n s  o f  b o th  s o l i td d e  and s o c i e t y ,  he 

was i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  i d e a l  o f  m e d io c rity  (w hich he c a l l e d  

"wisdom” ) as w e l l  as t o  t h a t  o f  ex cess  ("h ero ism " p re v io u s ly  d is c u s s e d ) ,  

a lth o u g h  f u l l y  r e a l i z i n g ,  in  s p i t e  o f  h is  l a t e r  n o s ta l g ia  f o r  th e  o b s c u r i ty  

w hich he " sh o u ld  n e v e r  have l e f t , "  t h a t  th e  second was th e  on ly  c a te g o ry  to  

w hich  he was p e r s o n a l ly  s u s c e p t ib le .  In  o rd e r  to  e x p e r ien c e  l i f e  to  th e  

f u l l e s t ,  he was moved to  c o n t in u a l ly  " c r e a te "  h im s e lf  on a  h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  

e x i s t e n c e ,  by t a lk in g  and w r i t i n g  in c e s s a n t ly  an d , as we have m e n tio n e d , a l ­

ways abou t h im s e l f .1 His w r i t in g s  w ere a t  one w ith  h im s e lf  and he w ith  them . 

T h is i s  th e  h e a r t  o f  h is  u n iq u e n e ss . In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t o o ,  he was c o n t in u a l ly  

d ep en d en t on th e  Judgm ent o f  o th e r s  as c a t a ly s t  and v a l i d a t i o n ,  w h e th e r 

re a d e r s  o r  f r ie n d s  — and in d e e d  h is  w r i t in g s  c a l l  f o r th  th e  same ex trem e 

r e a c t io n  he e l i c i t e d  from  f r i e n d s h i p .2

•̂ He J u s t i f i e d  h is  p u r s u i t  o f  a  l i t e r a r y  c a re e r  t h a t  c o n t r a d ic te d  h is  
a u s te r e  p r in c ip l e s  by c o n c e iv in g  h im s e lf  as "o b lig e d "  t o  speak  th e  t r u t h  as 
he saw i t  and ag a in  " fo rc e d "  t o  defen d  h is  honor — t h i s  m echanism , o f  c o u rs e , 
t a k in g  p la c e  on a  su b co n sc io u s  l e v e l .

2C f. " I I  e c r i t  d 'u n e  m aniere  ou a  e n t r a in e r  to u s  l e s  e s p r i t s  avec s a  
f o r c e ,  ou a  l e s  r l v o l t e r  c o n tre  l u i . "  C.C. X I I I .  No. 219 6 , I s a a c  I s e l i n  t o  
V incenz B ernhard  T sc h a rn e r (Septem ber 2 7 , 1 7 6 2 ), p . 131. A lso : "C et homme
me p a r a l t  § t r e  dans l e  cas de beaucoup d ' i l l u s t r e s :  ou i l  e s t  ado re  san s
r e s t r i c t i o n  p a r  de fa n a t iq u e s  a d m ira te u rs ,  ou d e p r is e  d 'u n e  m an iere  p eu  e q u i­
t a b l e ,  sans q u 'o n  l u i  pardonne q u e lq u es  d e fa u ts  en fa v e u r  de t a n t  de m e r i t e ."  
C.C. X I I I ,  No. 2250 , Georg Lhdwig Schmid to  V incenz B ernhard  T sc h a rn e r 
T o c to b e r  2U, 1762 ) ,  p . 2l*7.
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R ousseau’s mor&l fo rm a tio n  canno t "be th e  same as t h a t  o f  a  V o l t a i r e ,  a 

D id e ro t o r  a  M on tesqu ieu , s in c e  each  em erged from a u n iq u e ly  in d iv id u a l  so u rc e . 

R o u sse au 's  h e r e d i ta r y  le g a c y ,  a s id e  from th e  a c c id e n t o f  g re a tn e s s  p re v io u s ly  

d is c u s s e d ,  was m arked by a  p a i n f u l ,  f r ig h te n in g  and em b arrass in g  i l l n e s s ,  w ith  

on ly  th e  y e a r s  o f  h is  y o u th  as r e s p i t e .  We s h a l l  n e v e r know w ith  c e r t a in t y  

th e  e x a c t cause o f  h is  c o n d i t io n .  " J 'e t a i s  ne p re sq u e  m o u ran t,"  he r e c o u n ts ;

"on e s p e r a i t  p eu  de me c o n se rv e r . J ’ a p p o r ta i  l e  germe d 'u n e  incom m odite que 

l e s  ans o n t re n fo rc e e  . . .  R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  h is  com p la in t as a  b lo ck ag e  

o f  th e  u r in a l  c a n a l cau sed  by a  p h y s ic a l  m a lfo rm atio n . "Je  n 'u r i n e  jam ais  a 

p l e i n  c a n a l ,"  he  d e c la re d  in  a  m ed ica l s ta te m e n t ,  " e t  jam ais a u s s i  l 'u r i n e  

n 'e s t  to ta le m e n t su p p rim £ e , m ais l e  cours  en e s t  seu lem en t p lu s  ou moins em- 

b a r r a s s e ,  sans e t r e  jam a is  e n tie re m e n t l i b r e ,  de s o r te  que j 'e p ro u v e  une in -
p

q u ie tu d e ,  un b e so in  p re sq u e  c o n t in u e l ,  que je  ne p u is  jam ais  b ie n  s a t i s f a i r e . "

The a f f l i c t i o n  has b een  v a r io u s ly  d iag n o sed  as a  mere psychosom atic  symptom,
3

some form o f  v e n e re a l  d i s e a s e ,  c h ro n ic  •uremia p ro d u c in g  a  to x ic  c o n d i t io n ,  

even  h y p o sp ad ias  ~  a  com plete  d e fo rm atio n  o f  th e  organ whereby e l im in a t io n  i s  

e f f e c t e d  th ro u g h  an o u t l e t  in  th e  low er abdomen (a lth o u g h  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  

p ro b es  R ousseau o rd e re d 1* seems t o  p re c lu d e  t h i s  r e c e n t  and g r a tu i to u s  d ia g n o s is ) .

•̂C o n fess io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 7 . C f. " . . .  J ' e t a i s  n£ m ouran t. Un v ic e  de 
co n fo rm atio n  dans l a  v e s s ie  me f i t  ep ro u v e r d u ra n t mes p rem ie re s  ann£es une 
r e t e n t io n  d 'u r in e  p re sq u e  c o n t in u e l l e ,  e t  ma t a n t e  Suzon q u i p r i t  so in  de moi 
e u t des p e in e s  in c ro y a b le s  a  me c o n s e rv e r ."  C o n fe ss io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p . 361.

2
C.G. IV , Appendix 1 ,  l a s t  w i l l  and te s ta m e n t drawn up by R ousseau in  

F e b ru a ry , 1763, p .  37^.
3
T h is ,  th a n k s  l a r g e ly  t o  V o l t a i r e 's  h ig h ly  u n r e l ia b le  sm ear campaign 

a g a in s t  R ousseau.

li" . . .  S u r to u t  des p lu s  lo ngues q u ' i l  a i t ,  p u isq u e  je  s u is  o b l ig l  de m e ttre  
a  to u te s  des a llo n g e s  q u i m 'incommodent beau co u p , m ais qui s o n t n 6 c e s s a ir e s  
p o u r que l a  bou g ie  p e n e tr e  ju s q u 'a , l 'o b s t a c l e . "  C.G. X I, No. 2169, R ousseau to  
F. II. d 'l v e m o i s  (A ugust 20 , 176H ), p . 233.
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S ta ro b in s k i  g iv e s  " th e  r a t h e r  f a r c i c a l  l i s t  o f  th e  d iag n o se s  w hich have 

c la im ed  to  pronounce th e  d e f i n i t i v e  v e r d ic t  on th e  R ousseau c a s e ,  as much 

co n cern in g  h is  u r in a ry  t r o u b le s  as h i s  'm e n ta l  s t a t e '  . . .  " The p h y s ic ia n -  

l i t e r a r y  c r i t ic -R o u s s e a u  s c h o la r  a d d s , "So many v a r io u s  o p in io n s  and d ia g ­

n oses cou ld  v e ry  w e ll  i n s t r u c t  us on th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  m ed ica l id e a s  from 

1800 to  1970; on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  o u r knowledge o f  R ousseau i s  s c a r c e ly  f u r th e r  

advanced,"■L The r a th e r  p r im i t iv e  au to p sy  c a r r i e d  o u t a f t e r  R o u sse au 's  

d ea th  re v e a le d  no a b n o rm a li t ie s  o f  co n fo rm a tio n .

W hatever th e  cause o r  com bina tion  o f  c au ses  o f  R o u sseau 's  c o n d i t io n ,  i t  

i s  i t s  u n m istak ab le  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  r a t h e r  th a n  s c i e n t i f i c  a s p e c ts  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  

u s , "N early  alw ays w ith  R o u sseau ,"  a f f irm s  S ta r o b in s k i ,  " th e  body speaks 

f i r s t , " 2 (T h is  w i l l  l a t e r  be  th e  case  co n ce rn in g  h i s  ne rv o u s b reakdow n .) 

W hether th e  cause  was p h y s ic a l  o r  n o t ,  R o u sse au 's  su b co n sc io u s  u sed  i t  t o  i t s  

a d v an ta g e , as a l i b i  and c o n s o la t io n .  He a ls o  s u f f e r e d  g r e a t ly  from  i t ,  and i t  

made him nervous and s h o r t  tem p ered , R ousseau  u sed  h is  i l l n e s s  n o t  on ly  to  

d e fend  h im s e lf  from  a c c u s a t io n s ,  r e a l  and im a g in a ry , o f  d e b au ch e ry , b u t to  

co n serv e  h is  freedom  from  th e  g u i l t  he a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  s e x u a l  a c t  and t o  

p re s e rv e  h is  p e rs o n a l  freedom . "R a th e r th a n  t o  be  s u sp e c te d  o f  h av in g  com­

m itte d  e v i l , "  say s  S ta r o b in s k i ,  "he p r e f e r s  t o  m u t i la te  h im s e lf  sy m b o lic a lly
O

o r  t o  p a ss  h im s e lf  o f f  as an in co m p e ten t l o v e r . "  The c r i t i c  p o in ts  o u t t h a t  

R o u sseau 's  i l l n e s s  was th e  w o rs t in  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  dependence. "Each 

t im e , R ousseau , who a c c e p ts  no com prom ises, no s e r v i tu d e ,  say s  'n o ' w ith  h is  

w hole b o d y ." 11 S ta ro b in s k i  c o n c lu d e s : " . . .  The i l l n e s s  i s  much more th an  a

^■"Sur l a  m alad ie  de R ousseau" in  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau . La tra n s p a re n c e  e t  
1 ' o b s ta c le  ( P a r i s :  G a llim a rd , 1971) 1 p p . and 1+37. (T ra n s la t io n  m in e .) This 
a r t i c l e  c o n ta in s  th e  b e s t  and m ost bom plete  d is c u s s io n  o f  R o u sse au 's  p h y s ic a l  
c o n d itio n  w hich has been c o n s i s t e n t ly  u sed  by R o u sse au 's  c u l t i s t s  and enem ies 
to  "p rove" t h e i r  m an 's  in n o cen ce  o r  w ick ed n ess .

2I b i d . . p .  UU3.
^ Ib id . , p . l*l*2-3.
4 b i d .  . p . 1*1*3.
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p r e t e x t :  i t  i s  a  [form  o f]  co n d u c t. The im p erio u s m ic tu r i t io n  and th e  r e ­

f u s a l  o f  an i n to l e r a b l e  dependence a re  one and th e  same."'*'

We c o n c lu d e , th e n ,  t h a t ,  a lth o u g h  R ousseau ’s i l l n e s s  was l a t e r  t o  g iv e  

w itn e s s  t o  s e r io u s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l m a lad ju stm en t o f  w hich a l l  to o  p l e n t i f u l  

ev id en ce  i s  found th ro u g h o u t h is  e n t i r e  l i f e t i m e ,  and i s  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  o f  

v i t a l  im p o rtan ce  (a s  i s  h is  l a t e r  p a ra n o ia )  t o  th e  r e t r o s p e c t iv e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

o f  t h i s  p e r io d ,  i t  may re a so n a b ly  be seen  as n o n - e x is ta n t  on th e  p h y s ic a l  

p la n e  d u rin g  n e a r ly  th e  e n t i r e  p o r t io n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y , s i n c e ,  u n t i l  i t s  

ap pearance  in  17^8, he was a p p a re n tly  w ith o u t th e  s l i g h t e s t  s u s p ic io n  o f  any 

ab n o rm a lity  and was o th e rw is e , in  s p i t e  o f  h y p o c h o n d ria ca l sym ptom s, s u r ­

p r i s i n g l y  ro b u s t .

C lo se ly  r e l a t e d  to  R o u sseau 's  i l l n e s s ,  as w e l l  as h i s  g e n iu s ,  was h is  

le g en d a ry  s e n s i t i v i t y  — "une s e n s i b i l i t e  d 'e c o r c h e ,"  in  th e  w ords o f  Gagnebin
O

and Raymond. "De to u s  le s  dons que le  C ie l  . . .  a v a i t  d e p a r t i s  [a  ma mere e t  

a  mon p e re ]  ,"  s ig h e d  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  C o n fe s s io n s . "un co eu r s e n s ib le  e s t  le  

s e u l  q u ’i l s  me l a i s s e r e n t ;  m ais i l  a v a i t  f a i t  l e u r  b o n h e u r, e t  f i t  to u s  le s  

m alheurs de ma v i e . "  ( in  t r u t h ,  R o u sseau 's  s e n s i t i v i t y  b ro u g h t him as much 

p le a s u re  as i t  d id  so rro w , and th e  lo n g  p e r io d s  o f  m ise ry  he v o lu p tu o u s ly  

bem oans, r e c a l l i n g  h is  few and f l e e t i n g  moments o f  p u re  jo y ,  w ere seem ing ly  

e n d le s s  in  h is  e s t im a tio n  only  becau se  th e y  w ere m easured by " h e a r t - "  r a th e r  

th a n  " c lo c k - t im e .")

S e e in g  i t  as th e  so u rce  o f  h is  g ran d eu r and m is e ry , R ousseau  h a b i tu a l ly  

spoke o f  h is  " s e n s i t iv e  s o u l"  from  a p re-R om an tic  p o in t  o f  v ie w , w ith  p o ig n a n t 

m elancholy  b e t r a y in g  p le a s u r e - in - p a in ,  a l l  th e  w h ile  e x p re s s in g  an e t e r n a l

1I b i d . , p . UU3.
p

C o n fe ss io n s« O.C. I ,  p . lH , n o te  1.

^ Ib id . , p . 7.
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p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a sp e c t o f  th e  human c o n d i t io n ,  e x q u i s i t e ly  p e rc e iv e d  and re n ­

d e re d  in  a  famous p a ssag es  ”0 J u l i e , "  ex ela im s S a in t-P re u x , "que c 'e s t  un 

f a t a l  p re s e n t  du c i e l  q u 'u n e  3me sensib le .*  C elu i q u i l ' a  req u  d o i t  s 'a t t e n d r e  

a  n 'a v o i r  que p e in e  e t  d o u le u r  s u r  l a  t e r r e .  V i l  jo u e t  de l ' a i r  e t  des s a i s o n s ,  

l e  s o l e i l  ou l e s  b r o u i l l a r d s ,  l ' a i r  co u v e rt ou s e r e in  r e g le r o n t  s a  d e s t i n e e ,  

e t  i l  s e r a  c o n te n t ou t r i s t e  au g re  des v e n ts .  V ic tim e des p r e ju g e s ,  i l  

t r o u v e r a  dans d 'a b s u rd e s  maximes un o b s ta c le  in v in c ib le  aux ju s t e s  voeux de 

s on c o eu r , Les hommes l e  p u n iro n t  d 'a v o i r  des se n tim e n ts  d r o i t s  de chaque 

c h o se , e t  d 'e n  ju g e r  p a r  ce q u i e s t  v e r i t a b le r .p lu t3 t  que p a r  ce q u i e s t  de 

c o n v en tio n . S e u l i l  s u f f i r a i t  p o u r f a i r e  s a  p ro p re  m is e re ,  en se  l i v r a n t  i n -  

d is c re te m e n t aux a t t r a i t s  d iv in s  de l 'h o n n e te  e t  du b e a u , ta n d is  que l e s  

p e s a n te s  c h a in e s  de l a  n e c e s s i t e  l 'a t t a c h e n t  a  l 'ig n o m in ie .  I I  c h e rc h e ra  l a  

f e l i c i t e  supreme san s  se  so u v e n ir  q u ' i l  e s t  homme: son co eu r e t  s a  r a is o n

s e r o n t  incessam m ent en g u e r r e ,  e t  des d e s i r s  san s  h o m e s  l u i  p r e p a re r o n t  

d 'e t e m e l l e s  p r i v a t i o n s .  "■*"

W hile f a i l i n g  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  R ousseau was aware o f  h is  " in v in c ib le  

p en ch an t f o r  m e la n ch o ly ,"  w hich he c a l l e d  th e  to rm en t o f  h i s  s o u l .  In  

t h i s  s e n s e ,  he h a b i tu a l ly  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  F a t a l  H ero , m isu n d e rs to o d  

and r e j e c t e d  by a  s o c ie ty  b l i n d  to  h is  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  n o ta b ly  t h a t  o f  P re -  

v o s t ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  C le v e la n d . I t  was in  t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  he saw S o c ra te s  

an d , p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  C h r i s t .

~̂La H o uvelle  H e lo is e . O.C. I I ,  p . 89 .

2
•'*So£t1 t'em peramelit', s o i t  h a b itu d e  d 'e t r e  m alheu reux , j e  p o r te  en moi 

m e  so u rce  de t r i s t e s s e  dont j e  ne s a u r a is  b ie n  dem eler l 'o r i g i n e .  J ' a i  
p re sq u e  to u jo u r s  vecu  dans l a  s o l i t u d e ,  longtem ps in f irm e  e t  l a n g u i s s a n t ,  
c o n s id e ra n t  l a  f i n  de ma c o u r te  v ie  comme l 'o b j e t  l e  p lu s  v o i s in ,  un v i f  
d e s i r  de s e n s i b i l i t e ,  dans une 3me q u i n ' a  jam a is  e te  o u v e rte  q u 'a  l a  dou­
l e u r ,  p o r ta n t  c o n tin u e lle m e n t dans mon s e i n ,  e t  mes p ro p re s  p e in e s  e t  
c e l l e s  de t o u t  ce q u i m 'e t a i t  c h e r . Ce n ' e t a i t  l a  que t r o p  de quo i f o r t i ­
f i e r  ma t r i s t e s s e  n a t u r e l l e . "  R ousseau , "Fragm ent o f  'Memoire p r e s e n te  a 
M. de S te .  M arie p o u r l 'e d u c a t io n  de son f i l s , ' "  C.G. I ,  p . 377•
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The R ev e rie s  develop  th e  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  R o u sseau 's  s e n s i t i v i t y :  "Domini

p a r  mes sens quoique j e  p u is s e  f a i r e , "  he r e v e a l s ,  " je  n ' a i  Jam ais su  r e s i s t e r  

a  le u r s  im p re s s io n s , e t  t a n t  que l 'o b j e t  a g i t  s t ir  eux mon coeu r ne cesse  d 'e n  

S tr e  a f f e c t ^ ;  m ais ces a f f e c t io n s  p a s s a g e re s  ne d u re n t q u 'a u ta n t  que l a  se n sa ­

t i o n  q u i le s  c au se . La p re se n c e  de l'homme h a in eu x  m 'a f f e c te  violem m ent mais 

s i t 3 t  q u ' i l  d i s p a r a i t  l 'in r p r e s s io n  c e s s e ;  il 1 ' i n s t a n t  que j e  ne  l e  v o is  p lu s  

j e  n 'y  pense  p l u s . , . . .

" C e tte  a c t io n  de mes sen s  s u r  mon co eu r f a i t  l e  s e u l  to u rm en t de ma v ie .

Les jo u rs  oil j e  ne v o is  p e rs o n n e , j e  ne pense  p lu s  a  ma d e s t i n e e ,  j e  ne l a

sens p l u s ,  j e  ne  s o u f f r e  p l u s ,  j e  s u i s  h eu reu x  e t  c o n te n t  sans d iv e r s io n ,  

sans o b s ta c le .  Mais J 'e c h a p p e  ra re m e n t a qu e lq u e  a t t e i n t  s e n s ib l e ,  e t  lo rsq u e  

j ' y  pense le  moins un re g a rd  s i n i s t r e  que j 'a p e r g o i s ,  un mot envenime que 

j 'e n t e n d s ,  un m a lv e i l la n t  que j e  r e n c o n t r e ,  s u f f i t  p o u r me b o u le v e r s e r .  Tout 

ce que j e  p u is  en p a r e i l  cas e s t  d 'o u b l i e r  b ie n  v i t e  e t  de f u i r .  Le t ro u b le

de mon co eu r d i s p a r a i t  avec l 'o b j e t  q u i l ' a  cause  e t  J e  r e n t r e  dans l e  calme

a u s s i t 3 t  que je  s u is  s e u l .  Ou s i  qu e lq u e  chose m 'in q u ie te  c 'e s t  l a  c r a in te  

de r e n c o n tr e r  s u r  mon p a ssa g e  q u e lq u e  nouveau s u j e t  de d o u le u r . C 'e s t  l a  ma 

s e u le  p e in e ;  m ais e l l e  s u f f i t  p o u r a l t e r e r  t o u t  mon bonh eu r.

To R o u sse au 's  h y p e r s e n s i t i v i t y  i s  th u s  t i e d  an e x tr a o rd in a ry  im ag in a tio n  

and f a c u l ty  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w here g u i l t  o r  so rrow  a re  concerned . 

S i t t i n g  i n  a c a fe  on th e  o p en in g  day o f  h is  h i t  o p e r e t t a ,  The V il la g e  F o rtu n e­

t e l l e r . R ousseau o v e rh e a rd  an h o n e s t -  and f r i e n d ly - lo o k in g  o f f i c e r  c o n f id e n tly  

b o a s t  t o  a  g u l l i b l e  au d ien ce  o f  h a v in g  seen  " th e  a u th o r"  a t  d re s s  r e h e a r s a l .

He th en  p ro ceed ed  t o  d e s c r ib e  " th e  a u th o r 's "  app earan ce  and w hat he had s a id  

and done. R o u sseau 's  r e a c t i o n ,  f a r  from  th e  m a l ic io u s ,  d e tach ed  amusement 

one m ight e x p e c t ,  was an ex trem e  em barrassm ent and shame. " . . .  Tandis qu[e

•̂-R e v e rie s . O.C. I ,  p . 1082.



l ' o f f i c i e r ]  d e b i t a i t  ses  m ensonges," he c o n fe s s e d , " Je  r o u g i s s a i s ,  je

b a i s s a i s  l e s  yeu x , J ’ e t a i s  s u r  l e s  I p i n e s ; j e  c h e rc h a is  q u e lq u e fo is  en m oi- 

meme s ’ i l  n 'y  a u r a i t  pas moyen de l e  c r o i r e  dans l ' e r r e u r  e t  de bonne f o i .  

E n fin  tre m b la n d  que q u e lq u 'u n  ne me reconn ttt e t  ne  l u i  en f i t  l ' a f f r o n t ,  Je  

me h& tai d 'a c h e v e r  mon ch o co la t san s  r i e n  d i r e ,  e t  b a i s s a n t  l a  t e t e  en p a s ­

s a n t  d ev an t l u i ,  je  s o r t i s  le  p lu s  tQ t q u ' i l  me f u t  p o s s i b l e ,  t a n d is  que le s  

a s s i s t a n t s  p e r o r a ie n t  s u r  s a  r e l a t i o n .  J e  m 'ap e rg u s  dans l a  ru e  que j ' e t a i s  

en s u e u r ,  e t  j e  s u is  s flr que s i  q u e lq u 'u n  m 'ed t reco n n u  e t  nomme av an t ma 

s o r t i e ,  on in' a u r a i t  vu l a  hon te  e t  l 'e m b a r ra s  d 'u n  c o u p a b le , p a r  l e  s e u l  sen ­

tim e n t de l a  p e in e  que ce pauvre  homme a u r a i t  a  s o u f f r i r  s i  son mensonge 

e t a i t  reco n n u .

Not o n ly  was R ousseau e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  s e n s i t i v e  and im a g in a t iv e ,  h e  was

in  some r e s p e c ts  in c a p a b le  — u n w ill in g  t o  expose h im s e lf  t o  th e  e f f o r t  and

r i s k  — o f  d e a lin g  m a s te r f u l ly  w ith  p eo p le  in  every d ay  e n c o u n te r s ,  te n d in g

r a t h e r  t o  w ithdraw  in  d e fen se  a g a in s t  th e  h a sa rd s  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s e l f -  
2

a f f i r m a t io n .  We see  him , fo r  exam ple, as a  young man i n  a  tu g -o -w a r w ith  a  

t i n y  c h i ld  l e f t  te m p o ra r ily  in  h is  c h arg e . L a te  th e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  R ousseau 

was awakened by th e  sound o f  th e  c h i l d 's  c r i e s .  Pie jum ped o u t o f  bed  and 

l i t  t h e  c a n d le . The l i t t l e  boy h ad  sough t n o th in g  b u t t h i s  a t t e n t io n  and 

p ro irp tly  f e l l  a s le e p . Two n ig h ts  l a t e r ,  th e  i n c id e n t  r e p e a te d  i t s e l f .  T his 

tim e  th e  c h i ld  re c e iv e d  a w arn in g : "My l i t t l e  f r i e i i d ,  t h i s  i s  a l l  v e ry  w e l l ,

b u t d o n 't  do i t  ag a in .'"  The y o u n g s te r  f a i l e d  t o  become d is c o u ra g e d  and t r i e d  

once m ore. "What do you w ant?" asked  h is  angry  com panion. " I  c a n 't  s l e e p ."  

"Too b a d ."  The c h i ld  asked  th e  young man to  l i g h t  th e  c a n d le . "What fo r? "

So th e  y o u n g s te r  a tte m p ted  to  l i g h t  i t  h im s e lf ,  b u t ,  u n ab le  t o  p e rfo rm  th e

■̂ C onfessions. O.C. I ,  p . 377.

% h u s  th e  famous R ousseau p s y c h o lo g ic a l " l a z i n e s s , "  w hich  p e rm it te d  th e  
p h i lo s o p h e r  t o  avo id  d i s t a s t e f u l  a c ts  and t o  m a in ta in  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  he 
cou ld  p e rfo rm  ad eq u a te ly  ( i f  such w ere h is  d e s i r e )  a c ts  in  a re a s  in  which 
h i s  c o n fid e n c e  was shak y . T hus, to o ,  R o u sse au 's  le g e n d a ry  t i m i d i t y :  "une
t im id i ty  in su rm o n ta b le  qu i me f a i t  p e rd re  co n ten an ce  e t  m '5 te  l a  l i b e r t e  de 
l ' e s p r i t ,  meme devant des gens a u s s i  s o ts  que m oi. Je  d e v ra is  S tr e  g u e ri 
de ce d e fa u t  p o u r l e s  t o r t s  q u ' i l  m 'a  f a i t s : j e  ne p u is  cep en d an t m'em- 
p § c h e r d 'i r a a g in e r  q u 'o n  en p e u t a b u se r a isem en t p o u r  me m e p r is e r  un peu  
p lu s  que Je  m e r i t e . " R ousseau , "Fragm ent o f  'M emoire p r e s e n te  a  M. de S te .  
M arie p o u r  1 ' E d u ca tio n  de son f i l s , ' "  C.G. I ,  p .  377.
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o p e r a t io n ,  b ro u g h t C andle and l i g h t e r  t o  h is  m en to r’s b e d s id e . R ousseau 

d e c la re d  he d i d n ' t  w ant them  and r o l l e d  over t o  fa c e  th e  w a l l .  T hereupon , 

th e  c h i ld  exp lo d ed  in to  a  f i r s t - c l a s s  tem per ta n tru m , ru n n in g  ab o u t th e  room , 

sc rea m in g , s h r ie k in g ,  s in g in g ,  k ic k in g  and pounding  th e  c h a ir s  and t a b l e .  

R o u sseau , in  b e d , d id  n o t budge b u t became f u r io u s .  W ith a  l a s t - d i t c h  e f f o r t  

a t  s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  he go t u p , s e iz e d  th e  c h i ld  and lo c k ed  him in  a  d a rk ,  c lo s e d  

room f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  n ig h t .^

Now, le a v in g  a s id e  a l l  b u t  i t s  s h o r t- te rm  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s ,  t h i s  f a r -  

f ro m -d e s ir a b le  m ethod o f  p ro b le m -so lv in g  d o u b tle s s ly  a s su re d  young R ousseau 

o f  s y s te m a tic  in s u b o rd in a t io n  as lo n g  as he rem ained  in  th e  c h i l d 's  v i c i n i t y .  

T h is i s  o n ly  one o f  a  m yriad  o f  exam ples in  w h ich , by t r y i n g  to  so lv e  h is  

human r e l a t i o n s  p ro b le m s , R ousseau  o p te d  f o r  th e  a p p a re n tly  "easy  o u t"  — 

lo c k in g  h is  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  a  c lo se d  room as he had h is  young ch arg e  —  and 

f in d in g lh im s 'e l f i ip  lh e .;ld iig  ru n ,  in  a  s i t u a t i o n  i n f i n i t e l y  more U n p leasan t 

and dem anding th a n  t h a t  w hich would have r e s u l t e d  from  a s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d ,  

d e te rm in ed  p lu n g e - in - a n d - g e t - i t - o v e r - w i th  approach . I n s te a d ,  h is  e m o tio n a l 

dependence on th o s e  around  him  le d  him t o  seek  ou t p a r e n t - f ig u r e s  as g r a t i f i ­

c a t io n  and p r o te c t io n  from  in s e c u r i t y  and t o  employ su b m iss iv e n e ss  as a  t e c h ­

n iq u e  o f  a tta c h m e n t. A f i r s t  v e rs io n  o f  th e  C o n fess io n s  r e v e a ls  t h a t ,  in  

e a r ly  c h ild h o o d , " a lre a d y  f e a r f u l  th ro u g h  th e  d an g er o f  d i s p le a s in g ,"  R ousseau 

became "v e ry  p ro n e  t o  a c ts  o f  s u b m iss iv e n e ss ,"  d e s c r ib in g  h im s e lf  as " s o r r i e r  

t o  d i s p le a s e  th a n  t o  be p u n is h e d ."

^R ecounted  in  E m ile , O.C. IV , pp . 36U-5.

2 "Le P rem iere  R ed ac tio n  des C o n fess io n s  (L iv re s  I - I V ) ,"  ed . T. D u fo u r, 
A nnales de l a  S o c ie ty  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau IV (1 9 0 8 ) , p . 25.
(T r a n s la t io n  m in e .)



Deform ed, th e n ,  in  h is  s in g u la r  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  as in  h is  g r e a tn e s s ,

R ousseau was n o t s u r p r i s in g ly  p o s se s s e d  o f  an e x c e s s iv e ,  u n c o n tro l la b ly  

im petuous " a l l - o r - n o th in g "  c h a r a c te r .  " I I  ne me f a u t  que des p l a i s i r s  p u r s ,"  

he c o n fe s s e s ,  th e  p re se n c e  o f  an in te rm e d ia ry  o r  th e  t i n i e s t  doubt o r  im per­

f e c t io n  b e in g  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e s tro y  th e  a b s o lu te  q u a l i ty  he c ra v ed . He o fte n  

rem arked th e  i n f i n i t e l y  v a s t  number o f  chances f o r  m ise ry  as opposed to  th e  

s in g le  chance f o r  h a p p in e s s , th e  i n f i n i t e l y  g re a t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  im m orality  

as opposed t o  th e  one p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  and so  on — an i d e a l i s t i c  

fram e o f  mind h a rd ly  p r o p i t io u s  t o  f r ie n d s h ip  in  th e  o rd in a ry  sen se  o f  th e  

te rm  — t h a t  o f  a  Mme. D upin , f o r  example — w ith o u t ,  how ever, a f f e c t in g  

r e c e p t i v i t y  t o  t i e s  o f  e x t r a o r d in a r y  c o m p a t ib i l i ty  such  as t h a t  which b r i e f l y  

u n i te d  M ontaigne and La B o e t ie .

Aware o f  th e  a b n o rm a lity  — he would have c a l l e d  i t  "u n iq u en ess"  — o f h is  

dem esure tem peram en t, g iv en  t o  sudden o u tb u rs ts  o f  u n b r id le d  em otion fo llow ed  

by p e r io d s  o f  ex trem e l a s s i t u d e ,  R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  h i s  c y c l i c  in n e r  l i f e :

" J ' a i  des p a s s io n s  t r e s  a r d e n te s , e t  ta n d is  q u ’e l l e s  m’a g i te n t  r ie n  n 'e g a le  

mon im p £ tu o s i te ;  j e  ne  co n n a is  p lu s  n i  m anagem ent, n i  r e s p e c t ,  n i  c r a i n t e ,  n i 

b ie n se a n c e ; j e  s u is  c y n iq u e , e f f r o n t e ,  v i o l e n t ,  i n t r e p id e .  I I  n 'y  a  n i  hon te  

q u i m 'a r r e te  n i  d an g er q u i m 'e f f r a i e .  Hors l e  s e u l  o b je t  q u i m 'occupe l 'u n i ­

v e rs  n 'e s t  p lu s  r i e n  p o u r m oi: m ais to u t  c e la  ne du re  q u 'u n  moment e t  l e  mo­

ment qui s u i t  me j e t t e  dans l 'a n e a n t i s s e m e n t .  P renez-m oi dans l e  calm e, je  s u is  

l ' in d o le n c e  e t  l a  t i m i d i t e  m§me: t o u t  m 'e f fa ro u c h e , t o u t  me r e b u te ,  une

mouche en v o la n t  me f a i t  p e u r ;  un mot a  d i r e ,  un g e s te  a  f a i r e  epouvante  ma 

p a r e s s e ,  l a  c r a in te  e t  l a  h o n te  me su b ju g u en t a  t e l  p o in t  que j e  v o u d ra is  

m 'e c l ip s e r  aux yeux  de to u s  l e s  m o r te ls .  S ' i l  f a u t  a g i r  Je  ne s a i s  que f a i r e ;  

s ' i l  fa u t p a r l e r  j e  ne s a i s  que d i r e ;  s i  l 'o n  me re g a rd e  j e  s u is  decon tenance . 

Quand je  me p a s s io n n e ,  j e  s a i s  t r o u v e r  q u e lq u e fo is  ce que j ' a i  a  d i r e ;  mais
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dans l e s  e n t r e t i e n s  o rd in a i r e s  j e  ne  t ro u v e  r i e n ,  r i e n  du t o u t ;  i l s  me s o n t 

in su p p o rta t> le s  p a r  c e la  s e u l  que J e  s u is  o b lig £  de p a r l e r . "■*■

D uring  moments o f  p a s s io n ,  R ousseau was u n ab le  to  calm  o r  even c o n ta in  

2h im s e lf .  I t  was on ly  tow ard  th e  end o f  h i s  l i f e  t h a t  he le a rn e d  t o  w a it  out 

th e  s t o m ,  "Convaincu de 1 ' im p o s s ib i l i ty  [de] c o n te n i r  ces  p re m ie rs  mouve- 

ments i n v o lo n ta i r e s , j ' a i  c e ssy  to u s  mes e f f o r t s  p o u r c e la ,  J e  l a i s s e  a 

chaque a t t e i n t e  [de fu re u r ]  mon sang  s 'a l l u m e r ,  l a  c o le r e  e t  l ' i n d i g n a t i o n  

s 'e m p a re r  de mes s e n s ,  je  cede a  l a  n a tu re  c e t t e  p re m ie re  e x p lo s io n  que 

to u te s  mes fo rc e s  ne p o u r r a ie n t  a r r S te r  n i  su sp e n d re . J e  tS ch e  seu lem en t 

d 'e n  a r r § t e r  l e s  s u i t e s  av an t q u 'e l l e  a i t  p r o d u i t  aucun e f f e t .  Les yeux 

e t i n c e l  a n t s ,  l e  fe u  du v is a g e ,  l e  trem b lem en t des m em bres, l e s  s u f fo c a n te s  

p a l p i t a t i o n s ,  to u t  c e la  t i e n t  au s e u l  p h y s iq u e  e t  l e  ra iso n n eraen t n 'y  p e u t 

r i e n ;  m ais a p re s  a v o ir  l a i s s e  f a i r e  au n a t u r e l  s a  p re m ie re  e x p lo s io n , l 'o n  

p e u t r e d e v e n ir  son p ro p re  m a ltre  en re p re n a n t  peu  a  peu  s e s  s e n s ;  c 'e s t  ce 

que j ' a i  telche de f a i r e  longteurps san s  s u c c e s , . . .

The r a p id i ty  o f  R o u sseau 's  m etam orphoses e q u a l le d  th e  e x tre m ity  o f  t h e i r  

p r o p o r t io n s .  S a id  he o f  h im s e l f ,  " . . .  I I  p a s se  d 'u n e  e x tre m ity  a  l ' a u t r e  

avec une in c ro y a b le  r a p i d i t e  sans m§me rem arq u er ce p a ssa g e  n i  se  s o u v e n ir  

de ce q u ' i l  e t a i t  l ' i n s t a n t  au p arav an t . . .  "^

•̂ C o n fe ss io n s . O.C, I ,  p . 36. Two o th e r  a s p e c ts  o f  R o u sse au 's  c h a r a c te r  
may be t i e d  in  h e re :  " Im p u ls iv en ess  and s tu b b o rn n e ss  a t  t h e  same t im e ,"  says
D u cro s, " im p u ls iv e n ess  to  ta k e  a  s ta n d ,  s tu b b o rn n e ss  in  s t i c k in g  t o  i t ,  even 
i f  th e  s ta n d  ap p ea red  r i s k y ,  th e s e  a r e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  tw o e s s e n t i a l  t r a i t s ,  n o t 
o n ly  o f  R o u sseau 's  c h a r a c te r  b u t o f  h is  e n t i r e  work . . .  " J e a n -Ja c a u e s  R ousseau 
( P a r i s :  B o cca rd , 1 9 1 8 ), V ol. 1 ,  p . 76 .

2
In d e e d , R o u sseau 's  e x c e s s iv e n e ss  e v e n tu a l ly  p ro g r e s s e d ,  a t  one end o f  th e  

c y c l i c  s c a l e ,  t o  p e r io d s  o f  "m adness" d u rin g  w hich he l o s t  a l l  c o n tr o l  o f  h is  
th o u g h t p ro c e s s e s .  L a te r ,  to o ,  R o u sseau 's  f e e l in g  o f  in n e r  d iv is io n  w ould d r iv e  
him  on to  more ad eq u a te  s e l f -u n d e r s ta n d in g .  An enigm a t o  h im s e lf ,  w ith  no 
f ix e d  c h a r a c te r  ("deform ed" by th e  mere p re se n c e  o f  o t h e r s ) ,  he would seek  th e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  h is  p r im o rd ia l  u n i ty .

•̂ R g v e rie s . O.C. I ,  p . 1083.

^D ia logues. O.C. I ,  p. 8 l8 .
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T his phenomenon was n o t m erely  a  q u e s tio n  o f  norm al change in  mood o r  

s p i r i t s  b u t  a f f e c te d  Roxxsseau’s e n t i r e  p e r s o n a l i t y .  As case  in  p o i n t ,  we 

o f f e r  R o u sseau 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  p e r i l s  o f  norm al c o n v e rsa tio n  as p re s e n te d  

t o  him  by h is  o v e r - a c t iv e  im a g in a tio n :

"S i p eu  m a itre  de mon e s p r i t  s e u l  avec moi-m§me, q u 'o n  Juge de ce que j e  

d o is  e t r e  dans l a  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  o il, p o u r p a r l e r  a  p ro p o s , i l  f a u t  p e n s e r  a 

l a  f o i s  e t  s u r  l e  champ a  m il le  ch o se s . La s e u le  id e e  de t a n t  de convenances 

don t j e  s u i s  s d r  d 'o u b l i e r  au  moins q u e lq u 'u n e  s u f f i t  p o u r m 'in t im id e r .  Je  

ne comprends pas m§me comment on ose p a r l e r  dans un c e r c le :  c a r  a  chaque mot

i l  f a u d r a i t  p a s s e r  en rev u e  to u s  l e s  gens qu i so n t l a :  i l  f a u d r a i t  c o n n a l t r e

to u s  l e u r s  c & ra c te re s , s a v o i r  l e u r s  h i s t o i r e s  p o u r S t r e  s tir  de n e  r i e n  d i r e  

qu i p u is s e  o f f e n s e r  q u e lq u 'u n . L a-d essu s  ceux qu i v iv e n t  dans l e  monde o n t 

un g rand  a v an ta g e : s a c h a n t mieux ce q u ' i l  f a u t  t a i r e ,  i l s  s o n t p lu s  s tirs  de

ce q u ' i l s  d i s e n t :  en co re  l e u r  £ c h a p p e - t - i l  so u v en t des b a lo u r d i s e s .  Qu'on

ju g e  de c e lu i  qu i tombe l a  des nues,' I I  l u i  e s t  p re sq u e  im p o ss ib le  de p a r l e r  

une m inu te  im punem ent. Dans l e  t § t e - a - t § t e  i l  y a  un a u t r e  in c o n v e n ie n t que 

j e  tro u v e  p i r e ;  l a  n e c e s s i ty  de p a r l e r  to u jo u r s .  Quand on vous p a r l e  i l  f a u t  

re p o n d re , e t  s i  l 'o n  n e  d i t  m ot, i l  f a u t  r e l e v e r  l a  c o n v e r s a t io n . C e tte  in ­

s u p p o r ta b le  c o n t r a in te  m 'eu t s e u le  degotlte  de l a  s o c ie ty .  J e  ne  tro u v e  p o in t  

de g§ne p lu s  t e r r i b l e  que l 'o b l i g a t i o n  de p a r l e r  s u r  l e  champ e t  to u jo u r s .

J e  ne  s a i s  s i  c e c i  t i e n t  a  ma m o r te l le  a v e rs io n  p o u r t o u t  a s s u je t i s s e m e n t ; m ais 

c 'e s t  a sse z  q u ' i l  f a i l l e  absolum ent que j e  p a r le  p o u r que j e  d is e  une s o t t i s e  

i n f a i l l i b l e m e n t .

"Ce q u ' i l  y a  de p lu s  f a t a l  e s t  q u 'a u  l i e u  de s a v o i r  me t a i r e  quand j e  

n ' a i  r i e n  a  d i r e ,  c 'e s t  a lo r s  que po u r p ay e r p lu tS t  ma d e t t e  j ' a i  l a  fu r e u r  

de v o u lo i r  p a r l e r .  J e  me h a te  de b a lb u t i e r  prom ptem ent des p a ro le s  san s  

id e e s ,  t r o p  heu reu x  quand e l l e s  ne  s i g n i f i e n t  r i e n  du t o u t .  En v o u la n t
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v a in c re  ou c a c h e r  mon i n e p t i e , j e  manque ra rem en t de l a  m o n tre r.

Now, in  t h i s  same c o n v e r s a t io n a l  s e t t i n g ,  A ntoine B re t o f f e r s  an an ecd o te  

d e s c r ib in g  R o u sseau 's  in c r e d ib le  f a c u l ty  o f  change. In  th e  P a r i s i a n  s a lo n  

w o rld , B re t saw R ousseau as " to u jo u rs  m o d este , to u jo u r s  i n t e r i e u r  e t  ne  se  

l i v r a n t  & l a  c o n v e rsa tio n  e t  aux d iv e rs  amusements de l a  s o c i^ te  q u 'a v e c  

une re s e rv e  i n f i n i e . "  On one o c c a s io n , how ever, B re t w itn e s s e d  a  m iracu lo u s  

t r a n s fo rm a t io n .  11 . . .  J e  l ' y  a i  q u e lq u e fo is  vu t r e s  a im a b le ,"  B re t r e p o r t s ,

" e t  meme line f o i s  de l a  p lu s  in g e n ie u se  c o q u e t te r ie .  En to u t  i l  n ' e t a i t  

q u e s tio n  que de l ' i n t £ r e s s e r  un p e u . Une d e m o ise lle  £ t r a n g e r e ,  f i l l e  de 

beaucoup d 'e s p r i t ,  m archan t d e ja  v e rs  son e te  m ais d 'u n e  physionom ie o u v e rte  

e t  r i a n t e  e t  don t l a  c o n v e rsa tio n  animee s e m b la it  enco re  p lu s  p iq u a n te  p a r  

un j o l i  a c c e n t i t a l i e n ,  a t ta q u e  un jo u r  p a r t ic u l ie r e m e n t  n o tr e  p h ilo so p h e  

dont e l l e  e n t r e v o y a i t  san s  d o u te  l a  s e c r e te  s e n s i b i l i t e  au fond  de c e t  o e i l  

d 'a i g l e  q u ' i l  p o r t a i t  so u v en t s u r  e l l e ,  e t  don t l e  fe u  d e v e n a it  to u jo u r s  

p lu s  b rQ la n t l o r s q u ' i l  s 'a b a n d o n n a i t  & l a  n a tu re  e t  a se s  s e n s .

" [La d e m o ise lle ]  ne  s ' e t a i t  p o in t  tro m p ee . M. R ousseau s o r t i t  p o u r a in s i  

d i r e  de lu i-m em e, se  d ev e lo p p a  e t  s 'e m b e l l i t  a  nos y e u x , m il le  t r a i t s  

a g re a b le s  l u i  e c h a p p e re n t , i l  f u t  b ie n  se c o n d e , e t  je  me r a p p e l le  en co re  

avec etonnem ent t o u t  l e  changem ent que f i t  en l u i  ce d e s i r  momentane de 

p l a i r e ,  c a r  c e t  i n c id e n t  n 'e u t  p o in t  de s u i t e ,  mais pendan t deux ou t r o i s  

h eu re s  i l  nous o f f r i t  n o tr e  p h ilo so p h e  avec un dep lo iem en t de g races  q u 'o n  

ne l u i  so u p g o n n a it p as  e t  que l u i  a u r a i t  env i£  l e  c o u r t is a n  l e  p lu s  avanta*- 

geux e t  l e  p lu s  accoutum e a  tr io m p h e r  dans ces esp eces  de jo u te s  g a la n te s .  

C 'e s t  dans c e t t e  d i s p o s i t io n  d 'e s p r i t  q u ' i l  a  p robab lem en t t r a c £  ces pages 

b r& lah te s  oii son ame s ' e s t  repandue avec to u te  l a  s e n s i b i l i t e  dont e l l e  e t a i t
O

re m p lie ."

-'•C onfessions . O.C. I , p . 115•

2C.C. I I ,  Appendix A -8 l ,  p . 311. B r e t 's  in c id e n t  i s  n o t an i s o l a t e d
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R o u sseau 's  e x tr a o rd in a ry  and c o n s ta n t  c h a n g e a b i l i ty  can n o t be o v e r­

s t r e s s e d .  D usau lx , an a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  h is  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  saw two r i v a l  s o u ls  

in  him , a l t e r n a t e ly  ta k in g  command o f  h is  body . He p a sse d  from h ap p in ess  

t o  so rro w , j o v i a l i t y  t o  m e la n c h o ly , in  an i n s t a n t ,  w ith  o f t t im e s  o n ly  th e  

s l i g h t e s t  en v iro n m en ta l change as c a t a l y s t .  No one o f  h i s  co n tem p o raries  

e v e r  u n d e rs to o d  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y  (e x c e p t  p e rh ap s  s e v e r a l  d i s c ip le s  tow ard  th e  

end o f  h is  l i f e ) ;  on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  s t a r t l e d  o r shocked everyone,- in ­

t r i g u in g  some, r e p u ls in g  o t h e r s . 1

exam ple. P a s to r  V em es t o l d  a  s i m i l a r  s to r y  t o  J . - P .  B r i s s o t  de W a rv ille :  
" [V ern es] me c i t a i t  avec a t te n d r is s e m e n t  une prom enade q u ' i l  f i t  une fo is  
avec [Rousseau] au c l a i r  de l a  lu n e  s u r  le s  b o rd s  du l a c .  La c o n v e rsa tio n  
tomba s u r  l a  P ro v id en ce . J e a n -J a c q u e s  q u i b £ g a y a i t ,  b a l b u t i a i t  dans le s  
s o c i e t e s ,  o\i i l  £ t a i t  p re sq u e  to u jo u r s  mal a  son a i s e ,  p a rc e  q u ' i l  e t a i t  
h o rs  de son n iv e a u , J e a n - J a c q u e s , v ivem ent emu p a r  l e  s i l e n c e  de l a  n a tu r e ,  
p a r  l e  s p e c ta c le  qu i f r a p p a i t  s e s  y e u x , p a r l a  de l a  D iv in i te  en i n s p i r e .  
'J a m a i s ' ,  me d i s a i t  V e rn es , ' i l  ne  f u t  a u s s i  e lo q u e n t dans se s  l i v r e s ,
R ien dans to u t  ce q u ' i l  a  p u b l ie  n 'a p p ro c h e  de c e t  e la n  de son im a g in a t io n . '"  
C.C. I l l ,  Appendix A -132, p .  329.

•^D'Holbach e v e n tu a l ly  c o n fe s s e d  t h a t  he and h is  f r ie n d s  had u sed  Rous­
s e a u 's  em o tio n a l i n s t a b i l i t y  as a  so u rc e  o f  amusement: -jRien n ' e t a i t  p lu s
commun que l a  c o n v e rsa tio n  o r d in a i r e  de J e a n -J a c q u e s ;  m ais e l l e  d e v e n a it 
re e lle m e n t sublim e ou f o l l e  des q u ' i l  e t a i t  c o n t r a r iS .  J ' a i  a me re p ro c h e r  
d 'a v o i r  m u l t ip l ie  ces c o n t r a r i e t e s  p o u r  m u l t i p l i e r  ues moments d 'e c l a t  e t  
de v e rv e . Cependant lo rs q u e  j e  v o y a is  q u ' i l  s 'e m p o r t a i t ,  j e  m 'e tu d ia is  a  
l e  calm er e t  i l  re to m b a it t o u t  de s u i t e  dans son e n g o u rd is se m e n t." Re­
p o r te d  by C e r u t t i ,  c i t e d  in  C.C. I l l ,  Appendix A - l to ,  p .  3^7.



Many o f  R o u sseau 's  seem ingly  in c o n s e q u e n t ia l  a c tio n s^ a n d  p red icam en ts  

become c l e a r  and lo g i c a l  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  cham eleon p e r s o n a l i t y .  He was 

h im s e lf  aware o f  i t  t o  a  c e r ta in  e x te n t  and d e s c r ib e d  i t  p l a y f u l ly  in  th e  

P e r s i f l e u r : "R ien n 'e s t  s i  d issem b lab le  el moi que moi-m§me, C 'e s t  p o u r-

quo i i l  s e r a i t  i n u t i l e  de t e n t e r  de me d ^ f i n i r  au trem en t que p a r  c e t t e  

v a r i e t l  s in g u l i e r e ;  e l l e  e s t  t e l l e  dans mon e s p r i t  q u 'e l l e  in f lu e  de temps 

iL a u tr e  ju sq u e  s u r  mes se n tim e n ts . Q u e lq u e fo is  j e  s u i s  un d u r e t  fe ro c e  

m isa n th ro p e , en d 'a u t r e s  moments, j ' e n t r e  en e x ta s e  au  m il ie u  des charmes 

de l a  s o c ie te  e t  des d e l i  ces de 1 ' amour. T a n tS t j e  s u i s  a u s te r e  e t  d £ v 3 t, 

e t  po u r l e  b ie n  de mon §me j e  f a i s  to u s  mes e f f o r t s  p o u r  re n d re  d u ra b le s  

ces  s a in t e s  d i s p o s i t io n s :  m ais je  d ev ien s  b ie n tS t  un f r a n c  l i b e r t i n  . . .

En un m o t, un p r o t£ e ,  tin cam eleon, une femme s o n t des § t r e s  moins chan g ean ts  

que m oi. Ce q u i d o i t  des l 'a b o r d  S te r  aux c u r ie u x  to u t e  e sp e ra n ce  de me 

re  conn a l t  re  quelque  jo u r  a mon c a r a c te r e ;  c a r  i l s  me t r o u v e r o n t  to u jo u r s  

sous quelque  forme p a r t i c u l i e r e  qu i ne s e r a  l a  mienne que pendan t c e  moment- 

l a ;  e t  i l s  ne p euven t pas m§me e s p e re r  de me r e c o n n a i t r e  a  ces changeraen ts, 

c a r  comme i l s  n 'o n t  p o in t  de p e r io d e  f ix e  i l s  s e  f e r o n t  q u e lq u e fo is  d 'u n  

i n s t a n t  a  1 ' a u t r e ,  e t  d 'a u t r e s  f o is  j e  d em eu rera i des mois e n t i e r s  dans l e  

merae e t a t .  C 'e s t  c e t t e  i r r £ g u l a r i t e  mim« q u i f a i t  l e  fo n d  de ma c o n s t i tu ­

t i o n .  B ien p lu s ;  l e  r e to u r  des memes o b je ts  r e n o u v e lle  o rd in a ire m e n t en moi 

des d i s p o s i t io n s  serab lab les a  c e l l e s  ou j e  me s u is  t ro u v e  l a  p re m ie re  f o is  

que j e  l e s  a i  v us. C 'e s t  pou rquo i j e  s u is  a s se z  constam m ent de l a  meme hu - 

meur avec le s  m§mes p e rso n n e s . De s o r te  q u 'a  e n te n d re  separem ent to u s  ceux 

q u i me c o n n a is s e n t ,  r i e n  ne p a r a l t r a i t  moins v a r ie  que mon c a r a c te r e :  m a is ,

a l l e z  avix d e m ie r s  e c la i r c i s s e m e n ts , l 'u n  vous d i r a  que j e  s u is  b a d in ,

1 ' a u t r e ,  g ra v e , c e l u i - c i  me p re n d ra  pour un ig n o r a n t ,  1 ' a u t r e  po u r un homme 

f o r t  d o c te ;  en un m o t, a u ta n t de t § t e s  a u ta n t  d 'a v i s .  J e  me t ro u v e  s i
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b iz a r re m e n t d isp o se  a  c e t  eg ard  q u 'e t a n t  un jo u r  aborde p a r  deux p e r -  

sonnes a  l a  f o i s ,  avec l 'u n e  d e sq u e lle s  j 'a v a i s  accoutume d 'd t r e  g a i 

j u s q u 'a  l a  f o l i e ,  e t  p lu s  t£ n e b re u x  q u 'H e r a c l i te  avec l ' a u t r e ,  j e  me s e n t i s  

s i  puissam m ent agit<5 que j e  fu s  c o n t r a in t  de l e s  q u i t t e r  brusquem ent de p e u r 

que l e  c o n t r a s te  des p a s s io n s  oppos&es ne me f i t  tom ber en sy n c o p e .” '*'

In  R o u sse au 's  l i f e  e x p e r ie n c e , t h i s  c h a n g e a b i l i ty  g iv e s  w id e ly -  

v a ry in g ,  y e t  e q u a lly  " t r u e , ” s u b je c t iv e  p ic tu r e s  o f  a  g iv en  p e r io d ,  and we 

must c o n s ta n t ly  rem ain on guard  a g a in s t  i n t e r p r e t i n g  as a  perm anent q u a l i ty

o f  R o u sse a u 's  tem peram ent and h i s to r y  what may on ly  be th e  momentary l i g h t i n g

o f  a  g iv en  scen e . An i n s t a n t ,  an h o u r , a  day may b r in g  ab o u t an a l to g e th e r

d i f f e r e n t - a p p e a r in g  p i c t u r e .  I t  i s  th u s  im p o ss ib le  t o  p in p o in t  o r  d e f in e

R ousseau  ~  much l e s s  " u n d e rs ta n d ” him — ; one can only  ta k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r s

t i o n  th e  s im u ltan eo u s  e x is te n c e  o f  o p t im is t i c  and p e s s im is t i c  view s o f  a

g iv en  s i t u a t i o n  ~  and a l l  th e  shades between.'

T h is  s tr a n g e  h e r e d i ta r y  leg acy  co u ld  n o t h e lp  b u t  a f f e c t  R o u sse au 's  

con cep t and e x p e rien c e  o f  human r e l a t i o n s .  To i t  m ust be added numerous 

e n v iro n m e n ta l in f lu e n c e s .  G e n e ra lly  s p e a k in g , h is  e n t i r e  c h ild h o o d  was p e r ­

vaded by an id e a l is m  a c q u ire d  la r g e ly  th ro u g h  l i t e r a t u r e .  A p r e d ic ta b ly  

s u b je c t iv e  —  a c u te ly  s u b je c t iv e  —  r e a d e r ,  R ousseau a c q u ire d  v e ry  e a r ly  th e  

h a b i t  o f  m e d ita t in g , i n t e r p r e t i n g  and a p p ly in g  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r ie n c e  t o  l i f e ,  

w hich gave t h i s  e x p e r ien c e  a p e c u l i a r  im m ediacy. H is re a d in g  began a t  such 

an e a r ly  age as t o  c o in c id e  w ith  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  s u s ta in e d  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  

w hich u s u a l ly  occu rs  a t  fo u r  o r  f iv e  y e a rs  o f  age. The w o rld  t o  w hich i n f a n t -

R ousseau aw akened, th e n ,  w as, l i k e  t h a t  o f  Don Q uixote and a l l  th e  no b lem an 's

2more o r  l e s s  i l l u s t r i o u s  p o s t e r i t y ,  ad d ream -u to p ia . T h is in f lu e n c e  was

^ . C .  I ,  pp . 1108-9.
2

In d e e d , fa n ta sy  was as much a  f a c to r  in  R o u sseau 's  l i f e  as was s o -  
c a l l e d  " r e a l i t y . "
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a g g ra v a te d  by R o u sse au 's  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r e c o c i ty .^  He l a t e r  a t t r i b u t e d  to  

t h i s  form o f  p r i s e  de c o n sc ie n ce  th e  a d m itte d ly  deform ed , " b iz a r r e "  and 

"rom anesque" v i s io n  o f  human r e l a t i o n s  from w hich he was n e v e r  to  f r e e  him­

s e l f .  The s t r o n g  Genevan r e l i g io u s  in f lu e n c e  a ls o  c o n tr ib u te d  t o  R o usseau 's  

id e a l is m , g iv in g  him th e  need  f o r  a  f e e l in g  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  m oral o rd e r  

and harm ony, as w e l l  as f o r  s i n c e r i t y  o f  i n t e n t  and a c t i o n . 2

As R ousseau was h im s e lf  th e  f i r s t  to  r e c o g n iz e ,  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y  s p l i t  

ve ry  e a r ly  i n to  two d i s t i n c t  and a l l - i n - a l l  in c o m p a tib le  t r e n d s , t o  which 

he g e n e r a l ly  r e f e r s  as "m ascu lin e"  (m eaning " a c t iv e " )  and "f& m ihine" (m eaning
O

" p a s s iv e " ) .  Both p la y  key r o le s  in  h is  co n cep t o f  human r e l a t i o n s  and w i l l  

be  c o n s id e re d  c o n s e c u t iv e ly .

R o u sseau 's  p a s s iv e  n a tu r e  — h i s  s t r o n g ly  sensuous and " la z y "  tem pera­

ment — d ev e lo p ed  th ro u g h  a  com bination  o f  e v e n ts  b e g in n in g  w ith  th e  c ircum ­

s ta n c e s  o f  h i s  b i r t h .  H is m other d ie d  o f  p u rp u r ic  fe v e r  n in e  days a f t e r  

h av in g  b ro u g h t him  i n t o  th e  w o rld  " c r ip p le d  and s i c k . "  "line so e u r  de mon p e r e ,"  
he r e c o u n ts ,  " . . .  p r i t  s i  g ran d  s o in  de moi q u 'e l l e  me s a u v a . T h a n k s  

la r g e ly  t o  h i s  " m is f o r tu n e s ,"  th e  in f a n t  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was e x c e s s iv e ly

1"Mon en fa n ce  ne f u t  p o in t  d 'u n  e n f a n t , "  he a s s e r t e d ;  "Je  s e n t i s ,  je  
p e n sa i to u jo u r s  en homme." C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  62.

2The C a lv in ism  o f  R o u sse au 's  y o u th , dom inated  by th e o lo g ia n  Jean-A lphonse 
T u r r e t t i n i , had  a  p re d o m in a n tly  m ora l and p r a c t i c a l  C h r i s t i a n  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  
q u i te  th e  o p p o s ite  o f  th e  r e l i g io u s  a t t i t u d e  o f  F rench  c o n te m p o ra r ie s . Ac­
c o rd in g  t o  G rim s le y , "The e s s e n t i a l  p o in t  abou t th e  r e l ig io u s  o u tlo o k  o f  h is  
boyhood Geneva was t h a t  i t  had  te n d e d  to  s t r e s s  th e  m oral r a th e r  th a n  th e  
dogm atic a s p e c ts  o f  C h r i s t i a n i ty  and th e  q u a s i - t h e o c r a t i c  government had  been 
anx ious above a l l  t o  c o n t r o l  th e  m oral l i f e  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s . "  Jean -Jacq u es  
R ousseau: A S tudy  in  S e lf-A w aren ess  ( C a r d i f f :  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Wales P r e s s ,  1961 ) ,
p . b i .  On more th a n  one o c c a s io n , R ousseau spoke o f  th e  G enevan 's c o n v ic tio n  
o f  h is  own n a t u r a l  g oodness. R ousseau was n e v e r  a b le  t o  f r e e  h im s e lf  from 
th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  h is  e a r ly  e t h i c a l  en v iro n m en t.

^E .g . " . . .  ce co eu r a l a  f o i s  s i  f i e r  e t  s i  t e r d r e ,  ce c a r a c te re  e ffem ine  
raais p o u r ta n t  in d o m p ta b le , q u i, f l o t t a n t  to u jo u r s  e n t r e  l a  f a ib le s s e  e t  l e  cou­
r a g e ,  e n t r e  l a  m o lle s se  e t  l a  v e r tu ,  m 'a  ju s q u 'a u  b o u t mis en c o n tr a d ic t io n  avec 
moi-meme, e t  a  f a i t  que 1 ' a b s t in e n c e  e t  l a  jo u is s a n c e ,  l e  p l a i s i r  e t  l a  s a -  
g e s s e , in'on t  eg a lem en t e c h a p p e ."  C o n fe s s io n s . O.C; I ,  p .  12. These two fa c e ts  
o f  R o u sseau 's  p e r s o n a l i t y  a re  c l e a r ly  e v id e n t  in  Q uentin  de La T o u r 's  j u s t l y  
famous p o r t r a i t ,

^ I b id . . p .  8 . C f. " . . .  J ' e t a i s  n6 raouran t. Un v ic e  de con fo rm ation  
dans l a  v e s s ie  me f i t  e p ro u v e r  d u ra n t mes p re m ie re s  annees une r e te n t io n  
d 'u r in e  p re sq u e  c o n t i n u e l l e ,  e t  ma t a n te  Suzon q u i p r i t  s o in  de moi e u t  des 
p e in e s  in c ro y a b le s  a  me c o n s e rv e r ."  I b i d . . p . 3 6 l,



fu s s e d  over d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  months o f  h is  e a r th ly  e x is te n c e .  R ousseau 

f a i l s  t o  m ention a  w e t-n u rs e , b u t he does sp eak  a f f e c t io n a t e ly  o f  h i s  two 

m o th e r - f ig u re s ,  Aunt Suzanne, th e  " J u l i e "  o f  h i s  in fa n c y , and s e rv a n t  

J a c q u e l in e ,  h is  c h ild h o o d  " C la i r e ."  I f  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e  b a s ic  c h a r a c te r  

i s  form ed d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  e ig h te e n  months o f  l i f e ,  th e n  we must a t t r i b u t e  

t o  an overabundance o f  fem in ine  a t t e n t io n  much o f  R ousseau ’s s e n s u a l  p a s­

s i v i t y .

A second  c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c to r  was th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  s e v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  

i d e a l i s t i c  n o v e ls ,  w hich c o n s t i tu te d  young J e a n -J a c q u e s ' f i r s t  r e a d in g  mat­

t e r .  R ousseau i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  h i s  f a t h e r ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  

th e  m arkedly c h i ld l ik e  s id e  o f  I s a a c  R o u sse a u 's  p e r s o n a l i t y .  He t e l l s  th e  

s to r y  th u s :  "Ma mere a v a i t  l a i s s e  des rom ans, Nous nous mimes a  l e s  l i r e

a p re s  so u p e r mon p e re  e t  moi. I I  n ' e t a i t  q u e s t io n  d 'a b o r d  que de m 'e x e rc e r  

a  l a  l e c t u r e  p a r  des l i v r e s  am usan ts; m ais b ie n tS t  l ' i n t £ r § t  d e v in t  s i  v i f  

que nous l i s i o n s  to u r  a  to u r  sans re l& c h e , e t  p a s s io n s  l e s  n u i t s  a  c e t t e  

o c c u p a tio n . Nous ne pouvions jam a is  q u i t t e r  q u 'a  l a  f i n  du volum e. Q uelque- 

f o i s  mon p e r e ,  e n ten d a n t l e  m atin  l e s  h i r o n d e l l e s ,  d i s a i t  t o u t  h o n teu x : 

a l lo n s  nous co u ch e r; J e  s u is  p lu s  e n fa n t  que t o i . " ^

R ousseau  l a t e r  saw such  n o v e ls  as p l e a s u r e f u l  b u t t r e a c h e ro u s  sed u ce rs  

o f  th e  s e n s i t i v e ,  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  much o f  h i s  own s t r o n g ly  s e n s u a l  o r i e n ta ­

t i o n  th ro u g h  t h e i r  overdevelopm ent o f  th e  im a g in a tio n . " Je  n ’ a v a is  aucune 

id e e  des c h o s e s ,"  he e x p la in s ,  "que to u s  l e s  s e n tim e n ts  m 'e ta ie n t  d e ja  

connus. Je  n 'a v a i s  r i e n  congu; j 'a v a i s  t o u t  s e n t i .  Ces em otions co n fu ses  

que j ! e p ro u v a is  coup s u r  coup n 'a l t e r a i e n t  p o in t  l a  r a is o n  que je  n 'a v a i s  pas

“̂C o n fe ss io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p . 8. No c r i t i c  seems t o  have rem arked t h a t ,  a l ­
tho u g h  R ousseau u ses  th e  im p e rfe c t te n s e  in  d e s c r ib in g  th e  a l l - n i g h t  re a d in g  
s e s s io n ( s )  w ith  h is  f a t h e r ,  w hich s e rv e s  t o  g iv e  them  ( i t )  a  t im e le s s  
" p r iv i le g e d  moment" q u a l i t y ,  i t  i s  h ig h ly  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  I s a a c  R ousseau made



e n c o re : m ais e l l e s  m 'en fo rm eren t une d 'u n e  a u tr e  trem p e  . . .  So

s t r o n g  was R o u sseau 's  c o n v ic t io n  o f  th e  m ora l u s e le s s n e s s  and p o t e n t i a l  

d an g er o f  th e  s o - c a l l e d  fem in ine  l i t e r a r y  g en res  t h a t  Em ile was g iv en  no 

re a d in g  m a tte r  b u t  Robinson Crusoe u n t i l  w e ll  i n to  h is  t e e n s , and S a in t -  

P reu x  ex c lu d ed  from  J u l i e ' s  re a d in g  p la n  th e  p o e try  and lo v e  s t o r i e s  w hich 

he p e r m it te d  th e  more t e p i d  C la i r e ,  e x p la in in g  t h a t  "ces  E tudes f e r v e n t  

l '& m e, l a  j e t t e n t  dans l a  m o lle s s e ,  e t  l u i  S te n t  to u t  son r e s s o r t . "

A p e rh ap s  e q u a l ly  f a r - r e a c h in g  consequence o f  R o u sse au 's  e a r ly  and 

p ro lo n g e d  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  n o v e l- re a d in g  was i t s  e f f e c t  on th e  p h i lo s o p h e r 's  

co ncep t o f  h a p p in e s s , w h ich , as th e  c a s t le -d re a m  r e v e a l s ,  he in v a r ia b ly  

c o n ce iv ed  in  term s o f  s e n t im e n ta l  e l i t i s m ,  c o n d it io n s  t o  i d e n t i f y  h ap p in ess  

w ith  i d e a l  love  and i d e a l  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e d  in  an i d e a l  env ironm ent 

w ith  i d e a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  and p o s s e s s in g  m y s tic  powers o f  ennoblem ent and 

p u r i f i c a t i o n .  T h is ,  o f  c o u rs e , l e f t  him e t e r n a l l y  d is a p p o in te d  w ith  r e a l i t y  

as i t  p re s e n te d  i t s e l f ,  g iv in g  him th e  vague c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  l i f e  had  some­

how l e t  him  down. T his ten d en cy  was a g g ra v a te d  by h i s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o

a  h a b i t  o f  re a d in g  a l l  n ig h t  w ith  h is  so n , e s p e c ia l l y  when h is  f i r s t  r e a c ­
t i o n  t h e r e a f t e r  was em barrassm ent and sham e, i n d i c a t in g  d is a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  
a c t i o n .  I t  ap p ea rs  more l o g i c a l  t o  im agine th e  i n c i d e n t 's  ta k in g  p la c e  
once o r  s e v e r a l  tim e s  a t  m o st, w ith  R o u sseau 's  .“p e t r i f y i n g "  i t  (by u se  o f  
th e  im p e rfe c t te n s e )  t o  make i t  sym bolic o f  h i s  and h i s  f a t h e r 's  s e n tim e n ts  
and r e l a t i o n s h ip .

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 8.

2La ITouvelle H e lo S se . O.C. I I ,  p . 6 l .  A lth o u g h , th ro u g h b u t l i f e ,  Rous­
s e a u  c lu n g  doggedly  t o  h is  i d e a l i s t i c  v i s io n ,  h is  aw areness t h a t  t h e  dreams 
c r e a te d  by h is  im a g in a tio n  w ere u n a t ta in a b le  i s  b e tr a y e d  in  h is  w ish  t h a t  
E m ile be d i f f e r e n t ,  l i v i n g  on ly  in  th e  p r e s e n t ,  knowing o n ly  r e a l i t y .
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b r i l l i a n t  ap p ea ran ces  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  l a t e r  in v a r ia b ly  

to  " f a l l  from  th e  c lo u d s"  a t  th e  moment th e  g l i t t e r i n g  mask was p e n e tr a te d .  

Having le a r n e d  f i r s t  from  h i s  n o v e ls  t o  i d e n t i f y  m oral goodness w ith  p h y s ic a l  

b e a u ty ,  R ousseau l a t e r  e x p e r ie n c e d  g re a t d i f f i c u l t y  in  e q u ita b ly  ju d g in g  

p e o p le . W ithout t h i s  u n fo r tu n a te  c o n d i t io n in g ,  he would c e r t a in ly  have 

e x p e r ie n c e d  few er d is a s t r o u s  in f a tu a t io n s  and en jo y ed  more s o l i d  and f u l ­

f i l l i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  F u r th e rm o re , a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  h is  17^9 " i l lu m in a t io n ,"  

he p e r s i s t e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  h i s  i d e a l  w o rld  ( in  a  s e n s e , h i s  n a t iv e  la n d )  

w ith  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  a r i s to c r a c y .  Thus C ro c k e r 's  comment th a t  " in  

h i s  f a n t a s i e s  he saw h im s e lf  as an a r i s t o c r a t ,  and dreamed o f  b e in g  one.

L ife  h ad  p la y e d  him  a t r i c k  he c o u ld  n e v e r  fo rg iv e  and p la c e d  him in  th e  

wrong r o l e " 1 — a m b itio u s , th e n ,  th ro u g h  an i n t u i t i o n  th a t  h is  p la c e  was 

amongst an e l i t e  o f  s u p e r io r  b e in g s .  R o u sse au 's  s o - c a l le d  " i n f e r i o r i t y  

complex" i s  m ere ly  f r u s t r a t i o n  and in d ig n a t io n  a t  h is  i n a b i l i t y  t o  s u c c e s s f u l ly  

p la y  t h i s  r o l e ;  h i s  s o - c a l l e d  "sn o b b ery "  a r i s e s  from  t h i s  sen se  o f  (m oral) 

h ie r a rc h y  e n c o u n te re d  in  h is  e a r ly  re a d in g  e x p e r ie n c e .

The p a s s iv e  s id e  o f  R o u sseau 's  n a tu re  was s t i l l  f u r th e r  developed  by

h is  e a r ly  l i f e - s t y l e .  D uring  th e  f i r s t  te n  y e a r s  o f  h is  l i f e ,  th e  boy was

s y s te m a t ic a l ly  i s o l a t e d  from th e  o u ts id e  w o rld  and r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  from

s u b je c t io n  to  d i s c i p l i n e .  " . . .  Mon p e r e ,  ma t a n t e  [S uzanne], ma mie

[ J a c q u e l in e ] ,  mes p a r e n t s ,  nos a m is , nos v o is in s "  — alm ost e x c lu s iv e ly

m id d le -ag ed  m en.and women —  c o n s t i tu t e d  h is  w o rld . "Jam ais une s e u le  f o i s , "

he s a i d ,  " ju s q u 'a  ma s o r t i e  de l a  raaison p a t e m e l l e  on ne m 'a  l a i s s e  c o u r i r
3

s e u l  dans l a  ru e  avec l e s  a u t r e s  e n fa n ts  . . .  " Modern psychology has shown

^ e a n - J a c q u e s  R ousseau . The Q u e st> (1 7 1 2 -1 7 5 8 ). (New York: M acm illan , 1 9 6 8 ), 
p . 7fc.

2
C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  10.

3I b i d . , p . 10.
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t h a t  su ch  e a r ly  i s o l a t i o n ,  com bined w ith  ab u n d an t a t t e n t i o n ,  can cause

s e r io u s  and perm anent p s y c h o lo g ic a l  dam age, tu r n in g  a  c h i ld  in  on h im s e lf  

and  p re v e n tin g  him from th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e v e r  a c h ie v in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

s o c i a l  in te r c o u r s e .  O ften on th e  d e f e n s iv e ,  he f e a r s  b e in g  managed by 

o th e r s ,  fe a rs  t h e i r  sm o th erin g  h im , y e t  p a r a d o x ic a l ly  he  has a  g r e a t  need  

f o r  fa v o ra b le  a t t e n t io n .  D ependen t, he m is se s  a t t e n t i o n  when he f a i l s  to  

r e c e iv e  i t  and w o rr ie s  about w hat p e o p le  t h in k  o f  him . He i s  i n h i b i t e d  and 

s e l f - c o n s c io u s ,  awkward in  show ing a f f e c t i o n  and in  a sk in g  f o r  i t  ~  

d is a p p o in te d  ag a in  and a g a in . Too much f u s s in g  o v e r a  c h i ld ,  t h e n ,  causes 

him  to  develop n a r c i s s i s t i c  t r a i t s ,  w hereas e x c e s s iv e  e a r ly  i s o l a t i o n  from 

h i s  p e e r s  v i r t u a l l y  re n d e rs  im p o ss ib le  s u c c e s s f u l  a d a p ta t io n  to  s o c i e ty ,  

condem ning a man, w h ile  s t i l l  a  t o d d l e r ,  t o  a  l i f e t i m e  as a  m i s f i t .

P a r a d o x ic a l ly ,  t o  th e  c h i ld  b e in g  th u s  c r ip p l e d ,  t h i s  s t a t e  app ears  

h ig h ly  p le a s u r e f u l .  Aunt Suzanne was th e  main f ig u r e  in  t h i s  s a f e ,  

h e r m e t ic a l ly - s e a le d  and o v e r-e x te n d e d  " p r e - s c h o o le r ” w o rld . R ousseau a t ­

t r i b u t e d  to  h e r  one o f  h is  few p r i v i l e g e d  moments o f  co n ten tm en ts^  "Hors 

l e  temps que j e  p a s s a is  a  l i r e  ou e c r i r e  a u p re s  de mon p e r e ,  e t  c e lu i  ou 

ma mie me m enait prom ener, j ' e t a i s  to u jo u r s  avec ma t a n t e ,  a  l a  v o i r  b ro d e r ,  

a  l 'e n t e n d r e  c h a n te r ,  a s s i s  ou debou t a  c S te  d ' e l l e ,  e t  j ’ e t a i s  c o n te n t .

■^These were th e  r a r e  moments when R ousseau  f e l t  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h i s  l o t ,  
n o t  d e s iro u s  o f  an y th in g  o th e r  th a n  th e  co m fo rts  and p le a s u re s  he h ad  a t  
h i s  im m ediate d i s p o s i t io n .  Through h i s  u se  o f  th e  im p e rfe c t t e n s e ,  R ousseau 
s t r e s s e s  th e  h a b i tu a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  in  th e  p a s t ;  y e t ,  
by r e f r a in in g  t o  add any tim e  im a g e s , he  rem oves them from  th e  te m p o ra l 
sp h e re  o f  " r e a l i t y , ” " p e t r i f y in g "  them  and  t r a n s f e r r i n g  them h i s  su b je c ­
t i v e  u n iv e rs e . As th e  f a c ts  b e h in d  th e  C h arm ettes  in c id e n t  s u g g e s t ,  Rous­
s e a u 's  p r iv i l e g e d  moments may have b e e n , i n  r e a l i t y ,  c o n s id e ra b ly  l e s s  d u rab le  
th a n  h i s  use o f  th e  im p e rfe c t le a d s  us t o  b e l i e v e  — l e s s  d u ra b le  in  term s o f  
" c lo c k  t im e ,"  t h a t  i s .  R ousseau g e n e r a l ly  adds t o  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  h is  
s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  h i s  f e e l in g  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c o u ld  have gone on fo re v e r  w ith ­
o u t  change on h i s  p a r t ,  had  i t  n o t been  te r m in a te d  by e x te r n a l  fo rc e s  beyond 
h i s  p e rs o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  (C f. th e  e a r ly  s o c i a l  s t a t e  in  h i s  th e o ry  o f  e v o lu t io n .)  
(C f. a l s o :  " J 'e c r i v a i s  mes C o n fe ss io n s  d e ja  v ie u x , e t  degoftte des v a in s
p l a i s i r s  de l a  v ie  que j ' a v a ls  to u s  e f f l e u r e s  e t  dont mon coeur a v a i t  b ien  
s e n t i  l e  v id e . Je  le s  e c r iv a i s  de m em oire; c e t t e  m lm oire me m anquait sou- 
v e n t  ou ne me f o u r n i s s a i t  que des s o u v e n ir s  im p a r f a i t s  e t  j ' e n  r e m p lis s a is  
l e s  la cu n e s  p a r  des d e t a i l s  que j ' im a g in a i s  en supp lem ent de ces s o u v e n ir s ,  
m ais  q u i ne l e u r  e t a i e n t  jam a is  c o n t r a i r e s .  J 'a im a is  a  m 'e te n d re  s u r  le s  
moments heureux  de ma v i e ,  e t  j e  l e s  e m b e l l i s s a i s  q u e lq u e fo is  des om em ents
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Son en jo u em en t, s a  d o u c eu r , s a  f ig u re  a g r e a b le ,  m 'o n t l a i s s e  de s i  f o r t e s

im p r e s s io n s , que j e  v o is  e n co re  son a i r ,  son  r e g a r d ,  son a t t i t u d e ;  . . .  La

s e r e n i t e  d 'am e de c e t t e  e x c e l le n te  f i l l e  e l o i g n a i t  d ’e l l e  e t  de to u t  ce  qu i 

l 'e n v i r o n n a i t  l a  r e v e r ie  e t  l a  t r i s t e s s e . " ^

I t  has been t r a d i t i o n a l l y  custom ary t o  e u lo g iz e  Aunt S u zanne , f o l ­

low ing  R o u sse au 's  own exam ple. R e c e n tly , on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  she has been  a t ­

ta c k e d  f o r  h av in g  s p o i le d  h e r  young c h a rg e . T h is l a t t e r  a t t i t u d e  i s  p e r ­

haps a  b i t  h a rd  on h e r :  g iv en  R o u sseau 's  h e r e d i t a r y  le g a c y , i t  w ould have

ta k e n  a  m ira c le  t o  p u l l  him  th ro u g h  h i s  c h ild h o o d  u n sc a th e d . F o r o u r  p u r­

p o s e s ,  s in c e  Aunt Suzanne was p e rhaps th e  d e c is iv e  f ig u r e  in  th e  fo rm a tio n  

o f  R o u sse au 's  p a s s iv e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  we must t r y  t o  a c q u a in t o u rs e lv e s  w ith  

h e r  and h e r  a l t e r  ego J a c q u e l in e .

When Mme. R ousseau d ie d  in  c h i l d b i r t h ,  s p i n s t e r  Suzanne was s e l e c te d  — 

p ro b a b ly  h i r e d  ~  t o  move i n  w ith  th e  fam ily  and ta k e  charge  o f  th e  house­

h o ld  management. T h ir ty  y e a r s  o f  a g e , t h i s  " f i l l e  a im ab le  e t  sage" app ears  

t o  have p o s s e s s e d  th e  s t a b i l i z i n g  q u a l i t i e s  o f  g e n t le n e s s ,  calm  and modera^- 

t i o n ,  combined w ith  th e  d e l ig h ts  o f  b e a u ty , a f f e c t i o n  and a  s w e e t ly -c h e e r f u l  

d i s p o s i t i o n .  Young J a c q u e l in e  Faram ond, d a u g h te r  o f  a  l o c a l  shoem aker and 

em ployed as " m o th e r 's  h e lp e r , "  had s im i la r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  e x c e p t t h a t ,  

l i k e  J u l i e ' s  C la i r e ,  and in c id e n ta l l y  on ly  s ix te e n  y e a r s  o ld ,  she was g a y e r , 

more a c c e s s ib le  and l e s s  v e n e ra b le  t o  th e  c h i ld .  (A n e ig h b o r l a t e r  t e s t i ­

f i e d  o f  J a c q u e l in e ,  "Sa memoire e s t  en v e n e ra t io n  dans l e  q u a r t i e r .  E l le  

a v a i t  un s i  bon c o e u r , e l l e  e t a i t  s i  g en ereu se  e t  d 'u n  c a r a c te r e  s i  g a i que

j e  ne s u is  p o in t  e to n n e  que R ousseau a i t  to u jo u r s  co n se rv e  p o u r e l l e  un

te n d r e  s o u v e n ir ." )  A lthough b o th  young women w ere s in g le  (b o th  m a rr ie d

que de te n d re s  r e g r e t s  v e n a ie n t  me f o u m i r .  J e  d i s a i s  l e s  choses que j 'a v a i s  
o u b l ie e s  comme i l  me s e m b la it  q u 'e l l e s  a v a ie n t  dtt § t r e ,  comme e l l e s  a v a ie n t  
e t e  p e u t - § t r e  en e f f e t ,  jam a is  au c o n t r a i r e  de ce que j e  me r a p p e l l a i s
q u 'e l l e s  a v a ie n t  e t e . "  R e v e r ie s . O.C. I ,  p . 1035. A lso  see  G rim s le y 's  ob­
s e r v a t io n s  co n ce rn in g  R o u sseau 's  a t t i t u d e  to w ard s  t im e . J e a n -Ja c q u e s  Rous­
s e a u :  A S tudy  in  S e lf-A w aren ess  (C a rd if f :  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Wales P r e s s ,  1 9 6 l ) ,
P . 334.

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  11.
p

C ite d  by Eugene R i t t e r ,  La F a m ille  e t  l a  je u n e s s e  de J . - J .  R ousseau 
( P a r i s :  H a c h e tte ,  1896 ) ,  p . 148.



l a t e r  in  l i f e ) ,  th e y  w ere o r ie n te d  to w ard  t h e i r  dom estic  f u n c t io n s ,  r a t h e r  

th a n  lo n g in g  f o r  " f u l f i l l m e n t ” e lse w h e re . With no husbands t o  demand t h e i r  

tim e  n o r  any d u ty  more p r e s s in g  th a n  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  h o u seh o ld  ( in  w hich 

th e y  w ere b o th  l i t e r a l l y  em p lo y ed ), th e y  gave th e  baby o f  th e  fa m ily  a  g r e a t  

d e a l  o f  a t t e n t i o n .  P erhaps th e y  would have done th e  same f o r  a  k i t t e n  o r  a  

puppy. At any r a t e ,  t o  R ousseau , " le s  e n fa n ts  des r o i s  ne s a u r a ie n t  § t r e  

so ig n e s  avec  p lu s  de z e le  que j e  l e  fus d u ra n t mes p rem ie rs  a n s ,  i d o l t t r e  de 

t o u t  ce q u i m 'e n v i r o n n a i t , e t  t o u jo u r s ,  ce qu i e s t  b ie n  p lu s  r a r e ,  t r a i t e  

en e n fa n t  c h e r i , jam ais  en e n fa n t  g & te ."^  "Je  n 'a v a i s  sous l e s  y e u x ,"  he 

c o n t in u e s ,  "que des exem ples de d o u c eu r , e t  a u to u r de moi que l e s  m e il le u re s
p

gens du m onde."

R ousseau alw ays c o n s id e re d  — o r  lo n g ed  to  c o n s id e r  — Aunt Suzanne as  

a  m o th e r , w itn e s s  h is  s t r e s s  on h e r  h a v in g  " r e s to r e d  him to  l i f e . "  In  

E m ile , he r h e t o r i c a l l y  a s k s ,  " . . .  oil J ' a i  tro u v 6  l e s  so in s  d 'u n e  mere ne 

d o i s - j e  p a s  1 ' a tta ch e m e n t d 'u n  fils?"**  S u zan n e 's  p e d a g o g ic a l p o l ic y  o f  

le n ie n c y  and i s o l a t i o n ,  how ever, b r in g s  o u t h e r  a c tu a l  s u b o rd in a te  p o s i t io n  

in  th e  h o u seh o ld  in  w hich she w as, a f t e r  a l l ,  on ly  an employee o r  s u b s t i t u t e .  

R ousseau  c o n s id e re d  h e r  in  t h i s  l i g h t  as w e l l ,  h is  n a tu r a l  m o th e r , as we 

s h a l l  s e e ,  b e in g  s p i r i t u a l l y  p r e s e n t  in  th e  home. Then to o ,  sw eet Aunt 

Suzanne had  l i t t l e  e d u e a tio n  and was n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l e r t  o r  im a g in a tiv e .

At any r a t e ,  a t te m p tin g  t o  lo o k  t o  th e  c h i l d 's  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s ,  she  f a i l e d

t o  re c o g n iz e  w hat she was do ing  t o  him. In  sum, th e n ,  we may th a n k  th e

^ C o n fe s s io n s , O.C. I ,  p . 10.

% b id . , p . 10.
3

Cf. "C here t a n t e ,  j e  vous pardonne de m 'a v o ir  f a i t  v iv re  . . .  " I b id . -, p.

^E tn ile . O.C. IV , p . 257.
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a l l - i n - a l l  lo v a b le  and i n  many ways J u l i e - l i k e  Aunt Suzanne f o r  h e r  c o n t r i ­

b u tio n  to  R o u sseau 's  g o o d n e ss , g e n tle n e s s  an d , y e s ,  g a ie t y ,  b u t would be 

j u s t i f i e d  in  d e p lo r in g  h e r  th o u g h t le s s  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  h is  w eakness o f  

c h a r a c te r  and p a s s iv i ty .

W ith f a th e r  I s a a c  R o u sseau , th e  case  was n o t  a l to g e th e r  th e  same. His 

in f lu e n c e  on R o u sseau 's  p a s s iv e  p e r s o n a l i t y  came l a r g e ly  th ro u g h  th e  de­

velopm ent o f  a  complex t h a t  was t o  t o r t u r e  th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  th ro u g h o u t h is  

l i f e  and e v e n tu a l ly  to  d r iv e  him  t o  m adness: th e  f e a r  o f  g u i l t .  To do ju s ­

t i c e  t o  t h i s  m ost im p o r ta n t a s p e c t  o f  R o u sse au 's  c h a r a c te r ,  we must ta k e  a 

few s te p s  backw ard in  an a tte m p t t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  h is  e a r ly  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  

h is  f a th e r .

The R ousseau-B ernard  fa m ily  t r e e  c o n s is te d  o f  p u re  and u n a d u lte ra te d  

m e d io c r ity : r e s p e c ta b le ,  p r e d i c t a b l e ,  un rem arkab le  b o u rg e o is  descen d an ts

o f  French c ra ftsm en  and p e a s a n t s ,  e m ig ran ts  t o  C a lv in ; s s ix te e n th - c e n tu ry  

Geneva, l i t e r a t e  and aw are men and women, n a rrow -m inded , co n fo rm is t and 

m oney-consc ious, in  t r u e  m id d le -c la s s  t r a d i t i o n .  By th e  tu r n  o f  th e  

e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  th e  f a m ily ,  l i k e  t h e  C hurch , had  ev o lv ed  an a p p re c ia b le ,  

i f  l im i t e d ,  number o f  d e g re e s  to w ard  l i b e r a l i t y .  F o r exam ple, a lth o u g h  

dancing  and a d u l t  e n te r ta in m e n t w ere s t i l l  fo rb id d en  in  th e  se v e re  l i t t l e  

r e p u b l ic ,  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' p a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a th e r ,  D avid R ousseau , had g iven

^"The fam ily  was n o t ,  ho w ev er, w ith o u t c e r t a in  t r a c e s  o f  em o tio n a l 
i n s t a b i l i t y .  B esides t h e  somewhat e c c e n t r ic  and i r r e s p o n s ib le  members 
o f  R o u sseau 's  im m ediate f a m ily ,  a  p a t e r n a l  c o u s in , J e a n -F ra n jo is  Rous­
s e a u , i s  known t o  have shown m arked symptoms o f  p e r s e c u t io n  m ania.



s e v e r a l  dance p a r t i e s ,  one s h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  h is  w if e ,  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' 

own f a th e r  had sp e n t a  y e a r  w ork ing  as dance i n s t r u c t o r  and p la y e d  a  s i n ­

f u l l y  to e ^ ta p p in g  f i d d l e .  The R ousseau  a u n ts  had  p la y e d  ca rd s  on Sunday.

Even J e a n -J a c q u e s ' own m o th e r, Suzanne B ern a rd , had  been  sc o ld e d  by th e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  h a v in g , a t  a  r ip e  tw en ty -tw o  y e a r s  o f  a g e , d is g u is e d  h e r -  

s e l f  as a  p e a sa n t to  a t te n d  an o u td o o r  pu p p e t-sh o w . Peches m ignonsl B u t, 

a g a in ,  p r e t t y  M ile , B ern ard  cau g h t th e  p u b l ic  eye fo r  p la y in g  a  more dan­

gerous game, in  h e r  e a r ly  tw e n t ie s ,  as o b je c t  o f  th e  amorous a t t e n t io n s  o f  

a  w ea lth y  lo c a l  m a rr ie d  man and p e re  de f a m i l l e . A lthough th e  p u r s u i t  was 

a p p a re n tly  u n s u c c e s s fu l ,  i t  n o n e th e le s s  to o k  p l a c e ,  and th e  gen tlem an must 

have had some grounds f o r  d e lu d in g  h im s e lf  in to  hop in g  f o r . . .  w e l l ,  how cou ld  

h is  in te n t io n s  have been  h o n o rab le?  S u b m iss iv e , h o m e -o rie n te d  g i r l s  sim ply  

do n o t f in d  th em selves in  such  p red icam en ts .' Again in  h e r  t h i r t i e s ,  Suzanne 

B e rn a rd , now lime. R ousseau , won th e  a d m ira tio n  ~  p la to n ic  un d o u b ted ly  — 

o f  a n o th e r  lo c a l  d ig n i t a r y ,  t h e  F ren ch  "R e s id e n t"  o r  am bassador. P ro b ab ly  

n e i th e r  a  " f l i r t "  n o r a  " t e a s e , "  t h i s  l i v e l y ,  a t t r a c t i v e  young woman w as, 

how ever, most c e r t a in l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  w o rld  o u ts id e  th e  c o n fin e s  o f  h e r  

home. I f  n o t " th o ro u g h ly  m odern ," she  was d e f i n i t e l y  champing a t  th e  b i t .

W ith J e a n -J a c q u e s ' a u n t ,  T heodora  R o u sseau , th e  case  was d i f f e r e n t .

The good woman had s c a rc e ly  th e  tim e  t o  p l i g h t  h e r  t r o t h  b e fo re  b r in g in g  

f o r th  (one week l a t e r )  a  f i r s t b o r n  c h i ld .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was unaware o f  th e  

sho tgun  a sp e c ts  o f  h is  a u n t 's  w edding . A l a t e  fa m ily  a r r i v a l ,  he knew h is  

r e l a t i v e s  only  as m id d le -ag ed  and r e s p e c ta b le  —  an d , upon re a c h in g  t h e i r  

f o r t i e s ,  Rousseau and B ern ard  women d u t i f u l l y  m etam orphosed i n t o  s t r i c t  

and r ig h te o u s  C a l v in i s t s .  A l l  t h r e e  o f  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' au n ts  were " p io u s ,"  

and he even q u a l i f i e d  T heodora and Clermonde as " p r o f e s s io n a l  d iv o te s ."

(Had J e a n -J a c q u e s ' own m other l i v e d ,  she may w e l l  have d eveloped  in to  some­

th in g  q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  from h e r  ro m a n tic  l e g e n d l ) T h is la te -b lo o m in g  and
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e x c e s s iv e  fem ale p i e ty  can be la r g e ly  e x p la in e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  fam ily  

m a le s , s e l f i s h ,  h e a d s tro n g  and ty r a n n ic a l  c r e a t u r e s ,  w e re , q u i te  f r a n k ly ,  

s u b - s ta n d a rd  husbands and f a th e r s .  Even th e  g u l l i b l e  J e a n -J a c q u e s , who 

sw allow ed  a l l  th e  fam ily  m yths, c l e a r ly  p e rc e iv e d  and f l a t l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  

th e  two m ale f ig u r e s  o f  h is  c h ild h o o d , f a th e r  and u n c le ,  w ere "men o f  

p le a s u r e "  — n o t a  v e ry  f l a t t e r i n g  d e s c r ip t io n  when a p p l ie d  t o  a  m id d le -  

aged  p a t e r f a m i l i a s .

T his s o r t  o f  sh en an ig an s  to o k  on ly  second  p la c e  in  th e  t y p i c a l  Genevan 

home, g r e a t ly  concerned  w ith  i t s  p u b l ic  im age. R e p u ta tio n  in  Geneva was o f  

v i t a l  im p o rtan c e . The C o n s is to ry  o r  gov ern m en ta l m ora l ag en cy , th e  v i g i l a n t  

c l e r g y ,  even l o c a l  a d m in is t r a t iv e  o f f i c i a l s  w ere r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  m ain­

te n a n c e  o f  m oral law and o r d e r ,  and th e  p e o p le  w ere  c o n d it io n e d  t o  v a lu e  

t h e i r  good name as t h e i r  most p re c io u s  p o s s e s s io n . The r e p u b l ic  i t s e l f  — 

s m a ll  enough f o r  n e a r ly  everyone to  be a c q u a in te d  — was c o n s tr u c te d  on 

th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  c i v i l  h ie r a r c h y ,  d iv id e d  s o c i a l l y  and g e o g ra p h ic a l ly  i n to  

"h ig h  c i t y "  an d 'lo w  c i t y , "  i t s  r e s id e n ts  p ig e o n h o le d  in to  w e l l - d e f in e d  

c l a s s e s :  C i t i z e n s ,  B o u rg e o is , N a t i f s  and H a b i ta n ts .  Only th e  C it iz e n s  and

B o u rg e o is , o r  betw een 1 ,000 and 1 ,6 0 0 , t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  com­

p o sed  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  so v e re ig n  body. In  f a c t ,  h ow ever, g o vernm en ta l 

pow er h a d , by R o u sse au 's  t im e , s l ip p e d  o u t o f  th e  B o u rg e o is /C i t iz e n s ' c a l ­

lo u s e d  hands and i n t o  th e  we11-m anicured  g ra sp  o f  a  s m a ll e l i t e  o f  w e a lth y  

f a m i l i e s .  L i f e - s ty l e s  w ere s im p le  and s i m i l a r  in  a l l  c l a s s e s .  At th e  tim e  

o f  R o u sse au 's  b i r t h ,  th e  Rousseaus and th e  B ern ard s  w ere C i t i z e n s ,  l i v i n g  

co m fo rtab ly  in  t h e i r  own homes in  "h ig h  c i t y . "  I s a a c  R ousseau  was a  w atch­

m aker w ith  h is  own s tu d io  and s k i l l f u l  a t  h i s  c r a f t  —  a  seem ing ly  l o g i c a l  

p ro s p e c t  f o r  u p p e r-m id d le -c la ssd o n , V a l l e t t e  d e s c r ib e s  th e  Genevan w atch ­

m aker o f  t h i s  p e r io d  as "n o t an o rd in a ry  workingm an" and " f u l l y  co n sc io u s  

o f  t h i s  s u p e r i o r i t y . A r i s t o c r a t ,  in  a  s e n s e ,  o f  th e  C ity  o f  C ra ftsm en ,

^•Rousseau G enevois ( P a r i s :  P lo n , 1911)» P» 21 . ( T r a n s la t io n  m in e .)
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p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  a r t ,  th e  ty p ic a l  Genevan w atchm aker was an 

i n t e l l i g e n t ,  s u r p r i s in g ly  w e l l - r e a d ,  w e l l - t r a v e le d ,  open -m inded , a c t i v e ,  

in v e n t iv e  and r e s p e c te d  member o f  th e  m id d le -c la s s  com m unity, on a  p a r  w ith  

th e  l o c a l  p a s to r .  But I s a a c  R ousseau w as, l i k e  J e a n -J a c q u e s , a  dem esu re . 

and  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  in  th e  words o f  GuShenno, " h is  house was s lo w ly  s in k in g  

from  th e  m id d le - t o  th e  lo w e r - c la s s ." ^

We m ust exam ine th e  background o f  t h i s  u n u su a l man, so  i n f l u e n t i a l  to  

h i s  son th ro u g h  h e r e d i ty  and env ironm en t. R ousseau t e l l s  us p a r t  o f  th e  

s to r y :  "Un b ie n  f o r t  m ed iocre  a  p a r ta g e r  e n tr e  qu inze  e n fa n ts  Byant r e d u i t

a  p re sq u e  r i e n  l a  p o r t io n  de mon p § re ,  i l  n 'a v a i t  pour s u b s if c te r  que l e  

m e t ie r  d ’h o r lo g e r ,  dans le q u e l  i l  e t a i t ,  a  l a  v ^ r i t S ,  f o r t  h a b i l e . " ^

Upon com ple tion  o f  h i s  watchm aking a p p re n t ic e s h ip ,  I s a a c  R ousseau  had  

gone in to  b u s in e s s  as d an c in g  i n s t r u c t o r  w ith  two o th e r  G enev an s, th e n  had 

p u l l e d  o u t o f  th e  a s s o c ia t io n  t o  r e tu r n  to  h is  w atchm aking c r a f t ,  b u t  

f i r s t  ta k in g  tim e  o u t t o  see  th e  w o rld  o u ts id e  h i s  t i n y  n a t iv e  la n d , J e a n -  

Jacq u es  b e l ie v e d  t r a v e l i n g  had  been  h i s - f a t h e r ’ s a tte m p t t o  c u re  h im s e lf  

o f  a  seem ingly t*hopeless p a s s io n  f o r  th e  ch ild h o o d  sw e e th e a r t who was l a t e r  

t o  become h is  w i f e . . .  and why n o t?  Then in  h e r  r e s p le n d e n t  tw e n t i e s ,

Suzanne B ern ard  had  w i t ,  c u l t u r e ,  b e au ty  and v i t a l i t y  — p lu s  t h e  added en­

t ic e m e n t o f  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y .  ("Ma mere . . . " ’e t a i t  p lu s  r i c h e ;  e l l e  a v a i t  de 

l a  s a g e s se  e t  de l a  b e a u te :  ce n ' e t a i t  pas san s  p e in e  que mon p e re  1 ’ a v a i t

o b te n u e . ) In d e e d , I s a a c  R ousseau w as, i f  a n y th in g , a  man o f  p a s s io n .

B ut t h e r e  a re  v a r io u s  s o r t s  o f  p a s s io n ,  and w a n d e rlu s t i s  a n o th e r  o f  them , 

a  ty p ic a lly -G e n e v a n  p a s s io n  as w e l l ,  in  which th e  R ousseau  and B e rn a rd

•̂-Jean -Jacq u es  ( P a r i s :  G a llim a rd , 1962) ,  V ol. I ,  p . 2 3 . T r a n s la t io n  m ine.

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 6.

^ Ib id . , p . 6.



f a m il ie s  e x c e l l e d ,  and e g o t i s t i c a l  I s a a c  w ould p ro b ab ly  n e v e r  have l e f t  

Geneva had  n o t  A dven tu re  ap p ea red  a  more d e s i r a b le  m is tre s s  th a n  any one 

woman.

I s a a c  and Suzanne w ere b o th  t h i r t y - o n e  when th e y  f i n a l l y  m a rr ie d  in

170U. They h ad  been in - la w s  f o r  n e a r ly  f iv e  y e a r s ,  s in c e  s i s t e r  T heodora

R ousseau had become Mme. B e rn a rd , w ife  o f  S u zan n e 's  b r o th e r  G a b r ie l .

Three y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e r  m a r r i a g e , . S uzanne, l i k e  G a b r ie l ,  had come in to  a

s i z a b le  in h e r i t a n c e  from  th e  p a s to r - u n c le  who had  seen  to  h e r  e d u c a tio n .

The a lm o s t - r i c h ,  a lm ost-young  c o u p le , th e n ,  s e t t l e d  down v i t h  m o th e r - in -

law B ern ard  in  th e  l a t t e r ' s  house in  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  "h ig h  c i t y . "  S e v e ra l

doors away s to o d  a n o th e r  B ern a rd  home, h o u s in g  G a b r ie l ,  T heodora’*' and th e
2

ag ed , widowed R ousseau  fam ily  p a t r i a r c h ,  D av id , a  fo rm er w atchm aker.

Maiden s i s t e r s  Suzanne ("A unt S uzanne") and Clermonde R ousseau com ple ted  

th e  fa m ily  p i c t u r e .

N ine months a f t e r  h e r  w edd ing , Mme. R ousseau gave b i r t h  t o  a  so n , F ra n -  

g o is .  Three s c a n t  weeks l a t e r ,  h e r  husband l e f t  home f o r  C o n s ta n t in o p le ,  

w here he was t o  spend  s i x  y e a r s  e x e r c i s in g  h i s  c r a f t  as a  member o f  th e  

Sw iss community in  t h a t  c i t y .  I s a a c  R o u sseau 's  prom pt and lo n g  absence  has 

been v a r io u s ly  e x p la in e d . R ousseau say s  sim ply  t h a t  h is  f a th e r  was " c a l le d "  

t h e r e ,  d e c l in in g  f u r t h e r  e x p la n a t io n .  Had th e  p a s s io n a te  s u i t o r  — i f  su ch  

he had  been  —  a lre a d y  t i r e d  o f  w ife  and fam ily ?  Was he e x p e r ie n c in g  m o th e r- 

in - la w  p ro b le m s , p e rh a p s  stem m ing from  th e  o r i g i n a l  B ern ard  fa m ily  o p p o s it io n  

to  th e  m a rria g e ?  Had th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  fa th e rh o o d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e n -

■*-The B e rn a rd  c h i ld  who had  made such  an a u sp ic io u s  e n try  i n t o  th e  w o rld  
d ie d  on th e  day o f  i t s  b a p tism .

2Money p rob lem s had  begun in  t h i s  more p le a s u re - s e e k in g  th a n  s o c i a l l y -  
am b itio u s  f a m ily ,  w ith  D avid R o u sseau , who had  been unab le  t o  pay  h is  c h i ld re n  
t h e i r  m a te rn a l in h e r i t a n c e .  L i t t l e  i s  known about th e  o ld  m an 's c h a r a c te r  
e x ce p t t h a t  he showed l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  h is  l a t e r - t o - b e c o m e - i l l u s t r i o u s  
g ran d so n . D avid  was t o  d ie  d u r in g  th e  C harm ettes summer a t  n e a r ly  100 , a  
p u b l ic  ch arg e  and  s t r ip p e d  o f  h is  p re c io u s  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  becau se  h i s  re m a in in g
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hanced  th e  s i r e n  A dventure to  cause him  to  drop e v e ry th in g  and fo llo w  h e r  

c a l l ?  ( I t  i s  n o tew o rth y  t h a t  G a b rie l B ern ard  had l e f t  home s i x  months p re ­

v io u s ly ,  j o in in g  th e  Im p e r ia l  Army, and e v e n tu a lly  f in d in g  h is  way t o  

v o lu p tu o u s  V e n ic e .)  There i s  v e r i s im i l i tu d e  in  a l l  th e s e  s p e c u la t io n s ,  

w hich in d ic a te  t h a t  I s a a c  R o u sseau 's  e x tra -d o m e s tic  l i f e  was more a t t r a c ­

t i v e  t o  him th a n  th e  v e n e ra b le  p o s i t io n  o f  p a te r f a m i l i a s .  F in a n c ia l  p rob lem s 

w ere -undoubtedly in v o lv e d  as w e l l .  ( G a b r ie l ,  who by th e  way had  a t  t h a t  

tim e  no  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o f e s s io n ,  had  been  fo rc e d  t o  borrow  b e fo re  h is  d e p a r tu r e . )  

Was th e  econom ic s i t u a t i o n  u n fa v o ra b le , due t o  th e  in f lu x  o f  French P r o te s ­

t a n t  c ra f tsm e n  fo llo w in g  th e  re v o c a t io n  o f  th e  E d ic t  o f  N antes? Or was 

I s a a c  R ousseau  n e g l ig e n t  o f  h is  c r a f t  and p la y in g  th e  r o le  o f  p la y b o y , even 

d u r in g  th e  s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  h i s  m arriag e?

Mme. R ousseau k e p t a  c h e e r f u l  fa c e  tu rn e d  to w ard  th e  w o rld  d u rin g  h e r  

s ix - y e a r  "widowhood"''1 (a  sm ile  s p a r k l in g  enough t o  have a t t r a c t e d  th e  French 

R e s id e n t ) ,  w itn e s s  h e r  charm ing im prom ptu to  T heodora , c i t e d  by J e a n -J a c q u e s :

Ces deux m e ss ie u rs  q u i so n t a b se n ts
Nous so n t ch ers  de b ie n  des m a n ie re s ;
Ce so n t nos a m is , nos am an ts ;
Ce so n t nos m aris  e t  nos f r e r e s ,
E t le s  p e re s  de ces e n f a n t s . l

In  th e  e n d , how ever, she was fo rc e d  t o  " p re s s "  h e r  husband - -  w ith  te n d e rn e s s

o r e x a s p e ra t io n ?  —  t o  r e tu r n .  "He l e f t  e v e ry th in g  and r e tu r n e d ,"  say s

J e a n -J a c q u e s . M o th e r- in - la w  B ern ard  had  j u s t  d ie d ,  le a v in g  Mme. R ousseau

th e  house  and a  c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  money. The couple  was ag ain  a lm o st

r i c h .  G a b r ie l  B e rn a rd , t o o ,  m a te r ia l i z e d  a t  t h i s  t im e , and , in  t r u e  R ousseau-

fam iiy  was u n w il l in g  o r  u n a b le  t o  su p p o r t him . (The fam ily  a t t i t u d e  
to w ard  i t s  u n p ro d u c tiv e  members must b e  bo rne  in  mind in  R o u sseau 's  own 
l a t e r  d e a lin g s  w ith  th e  members o f  th e  l i t t l e  "househo ld" o f  h is  m a t u r i t y . )

•̂•C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I .  p .  6 ,  n o te .  One w o n d ers , n o n e th e le s s ,  how Mme. 
R ousseau  c o u ld  have w r i t t e n  "ces  e n fa n ts "  s in c e  th e  B ernard  c h i ld  d ie d  s i x  
y e a r s  b e fo re  th e  b i r t h  o f  h e r  own f i r s t  son .
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B ernard  s ty le *  b o th  w ives im m ed ia te ly  became p re g n a n t. Less th a n  a  y e a r  

a f t e r  h e r  h u sb an d 's  r e t u r n ,  t h e n ,  Suzanne B ern ard  R ousseau d ie d ,  a t  t h i r t y -  

n in e  y e a rs  o f  age. In  e ig h t  y e a r s  o f  m a rr ia g e , she had  l iv e d  w ith  h e r  

husband f o r  a t o t a l  o f  l e s s  th a n  tw e n ty -o n e  m onths, d u r in g  e ig h te e n  o f  

w hich she had been p re g n a n t .

"Dix mois a p r e s ,"  say s  R o u sse au , " je  n a q u is  in f i rm e  e t  m alade , j e  coCitai 

l a  v ie  a  ma m ere, e t  ma n a is s a n c e  f u t  l e  p re m ie r  de mes m a lh e u rs ." '1'

Rousseau c le a r ly  saw h im s e lf  as b e in g  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h i s  m o th e r 's  d e a th ,  

b u t a Romantic n o te  o f  m a s o c h is t ic  p le a s u r e  a ls o  r e ig n s  in  h i s  c o n fe ss io n .

T his e x ce ss iv e  and a m b iv a len t r e a c t io n  t o  w hat was an a ll-too-com m on o ccu r­

ren ce  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  a p p ea rs  t o  have been  cau sed  by Is a a c  Rous­

s e a u 's  s tra n g e  com portm ent to w ard  h i s  im p re s s io n a b le  young so n . Rousseau 

d e sc r ib e s  i t ,  in  a  famous p a s s a g e :

J e  n 'a i  pas s u  comment mon p e re  s u p p o r ta  c e t t e  p e r t e ;  mais j e  
s a is  q u ' i l  ne s 'e n  c o n so la  ja m a is .  I I  c r o y a i t  l a  r e v o i r  en m oi, 
sans p o u v o ir o u b l ie r  que j e  l e  l u i  a v a i t  S te e . Jam ais  i l  ne  m'em- 
b r a s s a  que j e  ne s e n t i s s e  a  s e s  s o u p i r s , a  s e s  c o n v u ls iv e s  e t r e i n t e s ,  
q u 'u n  r e g r e t  amer se  m S la it  a  s e s  c a r e s s e s ;  e l l e s  n 'e n  <2t a i e n t  que 
p lu s  te n d r e s .  Quand i l  me d i s a i t :  J e a n -J a c q u e s ,  p a r lo n s  de t a  m §re,
j e  l u i  d i s a i s :  he b i e n ,  mon p e r e ,  nous a l lo n s  done p l e u r e r ,  e t  ce
mot s e u l  l u i  t i r a i t  d e ja  des la rm e s . Ah.' d i s a i t ^ i l  en g e m issa n t, 
ren d -la /-m o i, co n so le -m o i d ' e l l e ,  rem p li l e  v id e  q u 'e l l e  a  l a i s s e  dans 
mon §me. T 'a im e r a i s - j e  a i n s i  s i  t u  n '^ t a i s  que mon f i l s ? 2

C o n s id e rin g , f o r  th e  moment, o n ly  t h e  g u i l t  a sp e c t o f  t h i s  p a ssa g e  — w hich , 

i n c id e n ta l l y ,  b e a rs  a c e r t a i n  re sem b lan ce  t o  R o u sse au 's  p r iv i l e g e d  moments — 

on th e  one hand, J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was fo rc e d  t o  s h o u ld e r  th e  burden  o f  re s p o n s i­

b i l i t y  f o r  h is  p a r e n t s '  m is f o r tu n e ,  a l l  t h e  w h ile  h i s  f a th e r  was unduly 

a g g ra v a tin g  and c o n c r e t iz in g  th e  s i t u a t i o n  by h i s  own b a t h e t i c  s e l f - in d u lg e n c e .

1I b id . , p . 7.

2I b id . . p . 7» H ere a g a in ,  we may have a  case  o f  R o u sse au 's  " p e t r i f y in g "  
a  s in g le  o r  only  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t ( s )  by means o f  th e  im p e rfe c t t e n s e ,  g iv in g  
them  sym bolic v a lu e  an d , a t  th e  same t im e , c a p tu r in g  a  moment in  th e  p a s t  
t h a t  was u n u su a lly  c h e r is h e d  by t h e  a u th o r .
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The p a re n t- c h i ld ,  r o le s  a re  re v e rs e d  h e re :  i t  i s  I s a a c  R ousseau who i s  th e

h y s t e r i c a l  s u p p l ic a n t ,  w ith  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  th e  c le a r-h ea d e d , c o m fo rte r . T his 

p e rc e p t io n  o f  p a r e n ta l  i n s t a b i l i t y  a t  such  an e a r ly  age and u n d er such  a lre a d y  

p e r s o n a l  and p a in f u l  c ircu m stan ces  can on ly  have p ro v ed  t e r r i f y i n g l y  d i s ­

o r i e n t in g  to  th e  u n u s u a l ly - s e n s i t iv e  y o u n g s te r .

At th e  same t im e , how w o n d erfu l to  be " e v e ry th in g "  t o  o n e 's  fa th e r . ' 

R o u sse au 's  i n s a t i a b l e  n eed  f o r  a f f e c t io n  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  grounds to  e s t a b l i s h  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' i n t e r e s t  la y  in  h is  m o th e r 's  n o n -e x is te n c e ,  and 

th e  fo re g o in g  p a ssag e  shows t h a t  he was aware o f  th e  f a c t  ( " T 'a im e r a is - je  a in -  

s i  . . .  ? " ) .  F u rth e rm o re , h is  n e v e r h a v in g  known h i s  m other n o r  w an ted  fo r  

m a te rn a l a f f e c t io n  p la c e d  h e r  in  th e  fu zzy  and r e l a t i v e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  lim bo 

o f  th e  a b s t r a c t ,  w hereas h is  f a th e r  was a  c o n c re te  and p r e s e n t  f a c t o r ,  a 

p r e s s in g  n e c e s s i ty  and so u rce  o f  e m o tio n a l g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  The p le a s u re  

d e r iv e d  from t h i s  a sp e c t o f  th e  f a th e r - s o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was th u s  a  doub ly - 

g u i l t y  o n e , in v o lv in g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  m o th e r 's  d e a th  and p le a s u re  

d e r iv e d  from  h e r  d is a p p e a ra n c e . We must b e a r  in  mind t h a t  young Je a n -  

Jacq u es  had  been ta u g h t  t o  p e rc e iv e  th e  w o rld  a c c o rd in g  t o  a  C a lv in is t  

m o r a l i ty ,  had  been  ta u g h t  to  i d e n t i f y  p le a s u r e  w ith  g u i l t ,  and was f u l l y  

c o n sc io u s  o f  th e  p re se n c e  and consequences o f  " s i n . "

A s im i l a r  am bivalence d eveloped  in  J e a n - J a c q u e s ' a t t i t u d e  tow ard  h is  

b r o th e r  F r a n c o is ,  ag a in  due la r g e ly  t o  I s a a c  R o u sse a u 's  in e x p l ic a b le  p a te r n a l  

co n d u c t. I t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  we s to p  t o  exam ine t h i s ,  on-:'hhe grounds t h a t  

i t  r e p r e s e n ts  R o u sseau 's  f i r s t  c o n ta c t  w ith  a  p e e r ,  t h a t  i t  c o n tr ib u te s  t o  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  h i s  f a th e r  an d , f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  i t  r e ­

v e a ls  c e r t a in  c h a r a c te r  t r a i t s  t o  become e v id e n t  in  h is  o th e r  a tta c h m e n ts .

P oor F ran g o is  R ousseau was n o t  as lu ck y  as h is  l i t t l e  b r o th e r .  His 

f a th e r  h a d , as we have s e e n , l e f t  home th r e e  weeks a f t e r  h i s  b i r t h ,  le a v in g  

him  t o  be  b ro u g h t up by h is  m other and g ran d m o th er. F ran g o is  was s i x  y e a rs
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o ld  when h is  f a th e r  r e tu rn e d  ~  a  s t r a n g e r  — t o  u su rp  th e  p ro m in en t p o s i ­

t i o n  in  th e  h o u seh o ld . One can on ly  im agine th e  c h i l d ’s fu ry  and r e s e n t ­

m ent. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  th e  l i t t l e  hoy f a i l e d  t o  w in h is  f a t h e r ’s a f f e c t i o n .  

Then, w i th in  th e  p e r io d  o f  about a  y e a r ,  th e  c h i ld  lo s tb b o lh  g randm other 

and m other — th e  on ly  p a r e n t - f ig u r e s  he had e v e r  known — r e c e iv in g  in  

t h e i r  p la c e  a  sm a ll and s ic k ly  baby b r o th e r  o v e r whom th e  e n t i r e  fa m ily  was 

in c e s s a n t ly  f u s s in g  and co o in g . Sm all w onder F ran g o is  R ousseau  " tu rn e d  

b a d ."  When J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was s i x ,  th e  fam ily  a c tu a l ly  s e n t  F ra n g o is  t o  r e ­

form  s c h o o l ,  w here th e  boy sp en t th r e e  m on ths, r e le a s e d  o n ly  on th e  p rom ise  

t h a t  he w ould t h e r e a f t e r  behave. At t h i s  t im e ,  F ra n g o is ,  th e n  t h i r t e e n ,  

began w atchm aking a p p re n t ic e s h ip .

T h is i s  how R ousseau t e l l s  h i s  b r o t h e r 's  s t o r y :

J 'a v a i s  un f r e r e  p lu s  &ge que moi de s e p t  a n s . I I  a p p re n a i t  
l a  p r o f e s s io n  de mon p e re .  L 'ex trS m e a f f e c t io n  q u 'o n  a v a i t  p o u r moi 
l e  f a i s a i t  un peu  n £ g l ig e r ,  e t  ce n ’e s t  p as  c e l a  que j ' approuve . Son 
E d u ca tio n  se  s fe n ti t  de c e t t e  n e g lig e n c e . I I  p r i t  l e  t r a i n  du l i b e r -  
t i n a g e ,  m§me avan t l '& g e  d 'S t r e  un v r a i  l i b e r t i n .  On l e  m it chez un 
a u t r e  m a l t r e ,  d 'o ii i l  f a i s a i t  des e s c a p a d e s , comme i l  en a v a i t  f a i t  
de l a  m aison p a t e r n e l l e .  J e  ne l e  v o y a is  p re sq u e  p o in t :  a  p e in e
p u i s - j e  d i r e  a v o ir  f a i t  co n n a issan ce  avec l u i :  m ais j e  ne l a i s s a i s
pas de 1 ' a im er te n d re m e n t, e t  i l  m 'a im a i t ,  a u ta n t  q u 'u n  polisson p e u t 
a im er q u e lq u e  c h o s e . ^

J e a n -J a c q u e s ' f e e l in g s  to w ard  h is  o ld e r  b r o th e r  w ere th u s  a g a in  p e r ­

m eated w ith  f e e l in g s  o f  g u i l t .  The woman he had  " k i l l e d "  and by whose ab­

sen ce  he had  d e r iv e d  such p le a s u r e f u l  b e n e f i t s  was F ra n g o is ' m o ther as w e l l  

as h is  own. He c le a r ly ,b la m e d  h im s e lf  f o r  F r a n g o is ' fa m ily  d is g ra c e  

(" L 'e x tre m e  a f f e c t io n  q u 'o n  a v a i t  p o u r moi l e  f a i s a i t  un peu  n S g l ig e r  . . .  " ) ,  

a t  th e  same tim e  r e a l i z i n g  ~  as h e , o f  c o u rs e , d id  r e g a rd in g  h i s  m o th e r 's  

d e a th  — t h a t  th e  g u i l t  was u n in te n t io n a l  ("  . . .  e t  ce n 'e s t  pas c e l a  que 

j 'a p p r o u v e " ) .  On th e  o th e r  h an d , as w ith  h i s  m o th e r 's  a b se n c e , J e a n -

•^Confessions . 0 . 0 . 1 . p .  9.
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J a c q u e s ' i n t e r e s t  la y  in  h i s  b r o t h e r ’s dom estic  m is fo r tu n e . H e re in  l i e s  a  

th o u g h t-p ro v o k in g  g u i l t - f a c t o r ,  w hich  R ousseau p e rc e iv e d  very  e a r ly  i n  l i f e  

and was l a t e r  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  r e g a rd in g  human r e l a t i o n s :  t h a t  lo v e  means

p re fe re n c e  means p re c ed e n ce  means i n e q u a l i t y ,  and th e  s t a t e  o f  b e in g  lo v e d  

r i s k s  i r r i t a t i n g  th e  m oral c o n sc ie n c e  o f  th e  lo v ed -o n e . P erhaps C a lv in i s t  

a n t i - t e r r e s t r i a l  th e o lo g y  seemed t o  co n firm  t h i s  p o in t .

R ousseau s t r e s s e s  th e  a f f e c t io n  e x i s t i n g  betw een h im s e lf  and h is  

b r o th e r .  ^ W ill in g  t o  be  good, he c o u ld  n o t b u t w i l l  to  lo v e  h i s  b r o th e r  

and t o  r e p r e s s  th e  s e c r e t  jo y  he f e l t  in  s p i t e  o f  h im s e lf  a t  th e  o t h e r ’ s 

m is fo r tu n e  —  and he p ro b a b ly  su cceed ed  s in c e  young F ran g o is  in  no way 

r e p r e s e n te d  a  t h r e a t  t o  h is  s e c u r i t y .  He a ls o  d e s ir e d  w inn ing  h i s  b r o t h e r 's  

a f f e c t i o n  and a p p ro v a l ,  n e c e s s a ry  t o  th e  m ain tenance o f  h i s  s e l f - e s te e m , 

( " E t r e  aime de t o u t  ce qu i m 'a p p r o c h a i t ,"  he o f te n  a d m itte d , " e t a i t  l e  p lu s
Q

v i f  de mes d e s i r s . "  ) At th e  same t im e , one sen se s  a  f e e l in g  o f  v ic to r y  in

R o u sse a u 's  s ta te m e n t r e g a rd in g  h i s  b r o t h e r ’s l a t e r  d isa p p e a ra n c e : " V o ila
O

comment j e  s u i s  demeurS f i l s  u n iq u e ."

The am biva lence  in h e r e n t  i n  t h i s  r e l a t io n s h ip  i s  c le a r ly  e x e m p lif ie d

in  t h e  d o m estic  i n c id e n t  w hich  R ousseau  r e l a t e s  co n cern in g  h i s  f a t h e r ,  h i s

b r o th e r  and h im s e lf :

J e  me so u v ien s  q u 'u n e  f o i s  que mon p e re  l e  c h t t i a i t  rudem ent e t  avec 
c o l e r e ,  j e  me j e t t a i  in p e tu eu sem en t e n t r e  deux , l 'e m b ra s s a n t  £ t r o i t e -  
m ent. J e  l e  c o u v ris  a i n s i  de mon co rp s  re c e v a n t le s  coups q u i l u i  
e t a i e n t  p o r t e s , e t  j e  m 'o b s t in a i  s i  b ie n  dans c e t t e  a t t i t u d e ,  q u ' i l
f a l l u t  e n f in  que mon p e re  l u i  f i t  g r t c e ,  s o i t  desarme p a r  mes c r i s
e t  mes la rm e s , s o i t  p o u r ne  p a s  me m a l t r a i t e r  p lu s  que lu i.**

^•Obviously th e  v a s t  s e v e n -y e a r  d i f f e r e n c e  in  age p re c lu d e d  any community 
o f  i n t e r e s t s  betw een th e  two c h i ld r e n .

, p. lU.
^I b i d . , p . 10.

^Ibid., pp. 9r10‘



One may re a so n a b ly  see  t h i s  as  th e  h y s t e r i c a l  r e a c t io n  o f  a  s e n s i t iv e  young 

c h i ld  t o  th e  s p e c ta c le  o f  v io le n c e .  I t  a ls o  a p p e a rs ,  pe rh ap s  more s ig ­

n i f i c a n t l y ,  as a  g e s tu r e  o f  s e lf - im m o la tio n  in  atonem ent f o r  g u i l t .  F e e lin g  

re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  f a t h e r ’s punishm ent o f  th e  b r o th e r ,  t h e  c h i ld  cou ld  

a tone  f o r  h is  s in  by t r a n s f e r r i n g  th e  pun ishm ent to  h im s e l f ,  and a t  th e  

same tim e  p e rm it  h im s e lf  t o  e n jo y , w ith  c l e a r  c o n sc ie n c e , h is  p o s i t io n  o f  

p recedence  in  th e  h o u se h o ld . T h is  would in  no way endanger h is  p r iv i le g e d  

p o s i t io n  and w ould in d e e d  enhance  i t ,  f i r s t  by tu r n in g  h is  f a t h e r 's  a t t e n ­

t io n  away from  h is  b r o th e r  and  back  on to  h im s e l f ,  and ag a in  by w inn ing  h is  

b r o th e r 's  g r a t i tu d e  and th e  a d m ira tio n  and p i t y  o f  a l l  th o s e  p r e s e n t .

Thus, w h ile  f e e l in g s  o f  g u i l t  w ere so  p ro fo u n d ly  in g ra in e d  in  R o u sseau 's  

c h a r a c te r  as t o  r e t a i n  him  on o c ca s io n  in  p a s s i v i t y  f o r  f e a r  o f  becoming 

g u i l ty  o f  f u r t h e r  s in s  ( t h i s  w i l l  l a t e r  become e v id e n t ) ,  th e  same f e e l in g s  

co u ld  a ls o  t h r u s t  him  i n t o  v i o l e n t  s e lf - im m o la to ry  a c t io n .  G u ilt  th e n  — 

c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  R o u sse a u 's  e a r ly  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  h is  f a th e r  ~  i s  

r e l a t e d  t o  b o th  th e  p a s s iv e  and  th e  a c t iv e  s id e s  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y .  ^

Had R o u sseau 's  c h a r a c te r  been  p u re ly  p a s s iv e ,  he w ould in d eed  have been  

th e  " fem m ele tte"  some o f  h i s  c r i t i c s  see  in  him  and would c e r t a in l y  n o t m e r i t  

th e  i a t e r e s t  o f  p o s t e r i t y .  T h is  w an, o f  c o u r s e ,  f a r  from th e  c a s e ,  h is  ac­

t i v e  i n s t i n c t s  b e in g  as  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  determining h is  p e r s o n a l i ty  as h is  p a s ­

s iv e  te n d e n c ie s .  Here we f in d  th e  s o - c a l l e d  "m anly" in f lu e n c e ,  b o th  l i t e r a r y

^■Raymond c la i r v o y a n t ly  o b se rv e s  t h a t  R o u sse au 's  f e e l in g s  o f  g u i l t  seem t o  
go beyond e n v iro n m e n ta l in f lu e n c e s  and back  t o  th e  d e a th -w ish . " . . .  The e v i l ,  
says Raymond, " i s  t o  be  b o rn  s e p a r a te d ,  t o  e x i s t  po u r a o i , t o  r e v e a l  o n e s e l f  
to  th e  w orld  d i s u n i te d  from  'm o th e r n a t u r e , '  . . .  t o  f e e l  o n e s e lf  a b ru p tly  
c u t o f f  from o n e 's  s o u r c e ."  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau; l a  qu§ te  de s o i  e t  l a  
r e v e r ie  ( P a r i s :  C o r t i , 1 9 6 2 ) , p .  9V.
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and in  th e  p e rso n  o f  I s a a c  R ousseau ~  an d , beyond I s a a c ,  th e  s p i r i t  o f  

Geneva i t s e l f .  R e tra c in g  o u r s te p s  to  th e  e a r ly  f a th e r - s o n  re a d in g  s e s s io n s ,  

which R ousseau had ,: i n  th e  case  o f  th e  im a g in a tio n -e x p an d in g  n o v e ls ,  d e p lo re d  

somewhat l i k e  a plump la d y  b e w a il in g  h e r  fondness f o r  sw e e ts . Here we f in d  

a d i f f e r e n t ,  p roud  and p o s i t i v e ,  a t t i t u d e  d e v e lo p in g , as th e  fo llo w in g  p as­

sage r e v e a ls :

Les romans f i n i r e n t  avec l ' e t £  de 1719. L 'h iv e r  s u iv a n t  
[R ousseau would have been  sev en -an d -a^ -h a lf]  ce f u t  a u tr e  ch o se . La 
b ib l io th e q u e  de ma mere £ p u is e e ,  on e u t  re c o u rs  a  l a  p o r t io n  de c e l l e  
de son p e re  [ in  r e a l i t y ,  h e r  u n c le ,  th e  c u l tu r e d  p a s to r  who had  e d u ca te d  
h e r ]  nu i nous e t a i t  e ch u e . H eureusem ent i l  s 'y  t ro u v a  de bons l i v r e s ;  
e t  c e la  ne p o u v a it  guere  § t r e  a u tre m e n t; c e t t e  b ib l io th e q u e  ay an t e te  
formee p a r  un m in i s t r e ,  a  l a  v e r i t e ,  e t  s a v a n t meme; c a r  c ' e t a i t  l a  
mode a l o r s , mais homme de goQt e t  d 'e s p r i t .  L 'H is to i r e  de l 'E g l i s e  e t  
de 1 'Em pire p a r  l e  S u e u r , l e  d is c o u rs  de B o ssu e t s u r  l ' h i s t o i r e  u n i-  
v e r s e l l e ,  le s  hommes i l l u s t r e s  de P lu ta r q u e ,  l ' H is to i r e  de V enise p a r  
N an i, le s  M etamorphoses d 'O v id e , l a  B ru y e re , l e s  mondes de F o n te n e l le ,  
se s  D ialogues des m o r ts . e t  q u e lq u es  tom es de M o lie re , f u r e n t  t r a n s p o r te s  
dan3 l e  c a b in e t de mon p e re  [u n d o u b ted ly  lo c a te d  in  th e  fam ily  home, as 
was th e  cu sto m ], e t  j e  l e s  l u i  l i s a i s  to u s  l e s  jo u rs  d u ran t son t r a v a i l .  
J 'y  p r i s  un gotlt r a r e  e t  p e u t - § t r e  un ique a  c e t  &ge. P lu ta r q u e ,  s u r t o u t ,  
d e v in t  ma le c tu r e  f a v o r i t e .  Le p l a i s i r  que Je  p re n a is  a  l e  r e l i r e  sans 
cesse  me g u e r i t  un p eu  des rom ans, e t  Je p r e f l r a i  b ie n tS t  A g e s i la s ,
B ru tu s , A r is t id e  a  O ro n d a te , Artam ene e t  Ju b a . De ces in te r e s s a n te s  
l e c t u r e s ,  des e n t r e t i e n s  q u 'e l l e s  o c c a s io n n a ie n t  e n t r e  mon p e re  e t  m oi, 
se  form a c e t  e s p r i t  l i b r e  e t  r e p u b l i c a i n , ce c a r a c te r e  indom ptab le  e t  
f i e r ,  im p a tie n t de jo u g  e t  de s e r v i tu d e  q u i m 'a  tou rm en te  t o u t  l e  temps 
de ma v ie  dans l e s  s i t u a t i o n s  l e s  moins p ro p re s  a  l u i  donner e s s o r . l

I f  i t  i s  t r u e ,  as P a s c a l  s u g g e s ts ,  t h a t  each  man i s  th e  pawn o f  e i t h e r  

lo v e  o r  a m b itio n , th e n  t h i s  r e p r e s e n ts  R o u sse au 's  am b itio u s  s id e .  I t  was 

th ro u g h  books t h a t  he le a r n e d ,  a t  th e  v e ry  moment o f  h is  i n t e l l e c t u a l  " b i r t h , "  

t o  become a h e ro -w o rs h ip e r : h e ro  o f  s e n t im e n t ,  w ith  th e  n o v e l i s t s ;  h e ro  o f

w i l l ,  . w ith  th e  m o r a l i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s .  As R ousseau had  re a d  A stre e  sub­

j e c t i v e l y ,  im ag in ing  h im s e lf  in  i t s  i d e a l  w o rld , so  he saw h im s e lf  as a  P lu -  

t a r c h ia n  h e ro . H ere , a m b itio n  e x c i t e d  him o u t o f  h is  le th a rg y  and i n to  ac­

t i o n .  A lthough th e  a c t io n  was p a r t i a l l y  im ag in ary  ~  as e x e m p lif ie d  by h is  

use o f  th e  r e a d in g -s e s s io n s  as in te rm e d ia ry  t o  e x c i t e  h i s  f a t h e r 's  a d m ira tio n

•̂ Confessions . O.C. I , p p . 8-9•
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f o r  th e  h e ro e s  w ith  whom h e ,  J e a n -J a c q u e s ,  s im u lta n e o u s ly  i d e n t i f i e d  —

under c e r t a in  c irc u m sta n c e s , th e  a c t io n  c o u ld  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n to  r e a l i t y :

Sans c esse  occup6 de Rome e t  d 'A th e n e s ; v iv a n t ,  p o u r a in s i  d i r e ,  avec 
le u r s  grands hommes, ne moi-m§me c i to y e n  d 'u n e  r£ p u b liq u e , e t  f i l s  
d 'u n  p e re  dont l 1 amour de l a  p a t r i e  e t a i t  l a  p lu s  f o r t e  p a s s io n ,  je  
m’en enflam m ais a  son exem ple; j e  me c ro y a is  Grec ou Romain; j e  d e - 
v e n a is  l e  personnage dont j e  l i s a i s  l a  v i e :  l e  r e c i t  des t r a i t s  de
co n stan ce  e t  d 'i n t r 6 p i d i t £  q u i m1a v a ie n t  f ra p p £  me r e n d a i t  l e s  yeux  
e t i n c e l l a n t s  e t  l a  v o ix  f o r t e .  Un J o u r  que j e  r a c o n ta is  a  t a b l e  
l 'a v e n tu r e  de S c6 v o la , on f u t  e f f r a y e  de me v o i r  a v an c e r e t  t e n i r  l a  
main s u r  un rechaud  p o u r r e p r e s e n te r  son  a c t i o n .^

A lthough th e  am bition  to  a ch ie v e  h e r o ic  g lo ry  i s  c o n tra ry  t o  th e  i d e a l  

o f  f r ie n d s h ip  th ro u g h  i t s  s t r e s s  o f  e g o t i s t i c a l  s e l f - a s s e r t i o n ,  R ousseau 

i d e n t i f i e d  i t  w ith  f r ie n d s h ip  from  th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  th a n k s  t o  th e  famous 

f r ie n d s  e u lo g iz e d  in  h is  books. The "good deed" to w a rd  h i s  b r o th e r ,  f o r  

exam ple, p re v io u s ly  d is c u s s e d ,  was b o th  an " h e ro ic "  and a  " f r ie n d ly "  a c t io n .  

The Genevan in f lu e n c e  a ls o  s t r e s s e d  s im u lta n eo u s  h e ro ism  and f r i e n d s h ip ,  

t h i s  tim e  on a  community l e v e l ,  o f te n  e x p re s s e d  in  m i l i t a r y  te rm s and 

i d e n t i f i e d ,  in  R ousseau’ s m ind, w ith  an i d e a l i z e d  S p a r ta .  R ousseau was 

a f t e r  a l l  n o t a  Frenchman. H is a t t i t u d e  to w ard  human r e l a t i o n s  and h i s  ac­

t i v e  p e r s o n a l i ty  were s t ro n g ly  c o lo re d  by h i s  Sw iss background . Mme. de 

S ta e l  p la c e d  him in  th e  Germanic s c h o o l ,  and in d e e d  th e  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu ry  

Genevan c h a r a c te r  was s im i la r  t o  w hat i s  o f t e n ,  r i g h t l y  o r  w ro n g ly , th o u g h t 

o f  as "G erm anic ," The e ig h te e n th - c e n tu ry  m id d le -c la s s  Genevan i s  v a r io u s ly  

d e s c r ib e d  as p ro u d , in d e p e n d e n t, s tu b b o rn , to u c h y , i d e a l i s t i c ,  clum sy o f  

m anner and heavy o f  w i t ;  a rg u m e n ta tiv e , e s p e c i a l l y  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  p o l i ­

t i c s  ( in  which he ten d ed  t o  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m  b u t  r e l ig io u s  and m oral 

c o n se rv a tis m ); moody, t i g h t - f i s t e d ,  w ith  a  w ork ingm an 's  fram e o f  m ind, 

t a s t e  and s ty l e  and a  b o u rg e o is  r e s p e c t  f o r  la w , o rd e r  and econony; te n d in g

^Tbid. , p. 9.
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t o  c r i t i c i z e  and c o n t r a d i c t ,  te n d in g  t o  p re a ch  and' m o ra li z e , o b se sse d  w ith  

s e lf - e x a m in a t io n  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  a  s t r i c t  and s e v e re  m o ra l i ty  (b u t whose 

t r a d i t i o n a l  s e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  sex es  p e rm it te d  doub le  s ta n d a rd s  re g a rd in g  

m ora l b e h a v io r ) ;  and leg en d a ry  d r in k e rs  and t r a v e l e r s .  R ousseau  d e s c r ib e d  

th e  contem porary  Genevan as h av in g  a  c o ld , s lu g g is h  e x t e r i o r  and an i n n e r ,  

p a s s io n a te  n a tu r e .  V a l l e t t e  a t t r i b u t e s  t h r e e  dom inant p a s s io n s  t o  him : in ­

d ependence , p a t r i o t i s m  and a  p r b te s ta n t i s m  co n ce iv ed  as b e in g  in s e p a ra b le  

from  p a t r io t i s m .  "Les S u is s e s  en g e n e r a l ,"  a c c o rd in g  t o  R o u sseau , " s o n t  

j u s t e s ,  o f f i c i e u x ,  c h a r i t a b l e s , amis s o l i d e s , b ra v e s  s o l d a t s ,  e t  bons 

c i to y e n s ,  mais i n t r i g a n t s ,  d e f i a n t s ,  ja lo u x ,  c u r ie u x ,  a v a r e s , e t  l e u r  a v a r ic e  

c o n t ie n t  p lu s  l e u r  lu x e  que le u r  s im p l i c i t e .  I l s  s o n t  o rd in a ire m e n t g rav es  

e t  f le g m a tiq u e s , m ais i l s  so n t fu r ie u x  dans l a  c o l e r e ,  e t  l e u r  J o ie  e s t  une 

i v r e s s e . " ‘L Du B e l la y ,  V o l ta i r e  and S te n d h a l ,  who knew th e  c i t y  in  th r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  c e n tu r ie s  b u t s im i la r ly  m isu n d e rsto o d  i t s  P r o te s ta n t  co n cep t o f  

c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  found i t  d e p re s s in g ly  somber and p u r i t a n i c a l ,  th e  Genevans 

s e l f i s h ,  c o n c e ite d  and d is a g r e e a b le ,  ( R i t t e r  p o in ts  ou t t h a t  i f  R ousseau 

had n o t sp e n t h is  y o u th  in  honeyed Savoy, he would n e v e r  have le a r n e d  th e  

s e c r e t  o f  s e d u c in g  th e  F rench  p u b l i c . )

The r e p u b l i c 's  unw ieldy system  o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  sy m bo lized  th e  f e e l in g s  

o f  d e f ia n t  and manly p a t r i o t i c  b ro th e rh o o d  s h a re d  by  a l l  G enevans, b u t p a r ­

t i c u l a r  ly  by th e  m id d le -c la s s  B ourgeois and C i t i z e n s .  The c i t y  g a te s  opened 

ev ery  m orning o n e - h a lf  ho u r b e fo re  s u n r is e  and c lo s e d  o n e - h a l f  h o u r a f t e r  

s u n s e t .  R e p re se n tin g  n o t m erely  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t d e fe n s e , th e  Genevan w a ll  

s to o d  as a  sym bol o f  th e  p ro u d  l i t t l e  r e p u b l i c 's  c u l t  o f  law  and o r d e r ,  h e r  

w i l l  t o  p e r p e tu a te  h e r s e l f  and h e r  s tu b b o rn  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  change. "N early

•̂ C.G. IX , No. l 6 6 l ,  R o u sseau -ta rb h e  dug de Luxembourg (Ja n u a ry  2 0 ,
1 7 6 3 ), p . 12.
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two c e n tu r ie s  o f  autonomous e x i s t e n c e ,  o f  r e p re s s e d  e x t e r i o r  a t ta c k s  and 

t h r e a t s ,  o f  C a lv in is t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  o f  th e o lo g ic a l  hegemony o v e r th e  Reformed 

w o rld , gave h e r ,  w ith  p r id e  in  h e r  p a s t ,  f a i t h  in  h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r o le  

and th e  te n a c io u s  w i l l  t o  rem ain h e r s e l f . ”1 V a l l e t t e  d e s c r ib e s  th e  Genevan 

t r a d i t i o n  as b e in g  one o f  " a rd e n t  p a t r i o t i s m ,  l i m i t l e s s  c iv i c  d e v o t io n , and 

a  p a s s io n a te  a tta ch m en t to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  th e  c i t y , ” ad d in g :

” . . .  S i l 'o n  d is c u te  avec line a p re t£  ach am ee  s u r  1 ' a p p l ic a t io n  des l o i s ,  

e t  s u r  l 'e t e n d u e  des d r o i t s  p a r t i c u l i e r s , on e s t  d ’a c c o rd  s u r  l e  fond  meme 

des i n s t i t u t i o n s  e t  s u r  l a  b ase  c o n s t i tu t iv e  de l ' e t a t  r £ p u b l ic a in .  P e rso n n e ,

S. G eneve, au debut du d ix -h u itie m e  s i e c l e ,  ne c o n te s te  l e  p r in c ip e  de l a
o

s o u v e ra in e t6  du p e u p le ,” In  f a c t ,  Genevan m id d le -c la s s  p r id e  la y  more in

V a l l e t t e ,  p . 2 . T r a n s la t io n  m ine.

2 I b i d . , p . 6. Thus R ousseau d e sc r ib e d  h i s  e a r ly  p a t r i o t i c  e d u c a tio n :

On me d i t  de r e m p lir  mes d e v o irs  san s  b a s s e s s e
De r e s p e c te r  l e s  G ran d s, le s  M a g is t r a t s , l e s  R o is ,
De c h e r i r  le s  humains e t  d 'o b e i r  aux l o i s :
Mais on m 'a p p r i t  a u s s i  q u 'a y a n t  p a r  ma n a is s a n c e  
Le d r o i t  de p a r ta g e r  l a  supreme p u is sa n c e  
Tout p e t i t  que j ' e t a i s ,  f a ib le  o b scu r C itoyen  
Je  f a i s a i s  cep endan t membre du s o u v e ra in ,
Q u 'i l  f a l l a i t  s o u te n i r  un s i  n ob le  av an tag e
P a r l e  co eu r d 'u n  h e r o s , p a r  le s  v e r tu s  d ’un s a g e , . . .
Avec l e  l a i t  chez nous on suce ces maximes . . .

E p i t r e  a  P a r i s o t . O.C. I I ,  p . 1137.
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th e  honor acco rd ed  i t  th a n  in  a c tu a l  pow er. In  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  c e n tu r y ,  

th e  few w e a lth y  p a t r i c i a n  f a m il ie s  a c tu a l ly  c o n t r o l l in g  th e  r e p u b l ic  had  

n o t y e t  le a r n e d  from  F rance  to  f l a u n t  t h e i r  s t a t u s ,  and a  co n fo rm ity  o f  l i f e ­

s t y l e s  p r e v a i l e d ,  s a v in g  fa c e  f o r  th e  m iddle c la s s e s .

Genevan re p u b lic a n ism  r e p r e s e n ts  a  k in d  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  b ro th e rh o o d  

o r  community f r ie n d s h ip .  C om bination m i l i t a r y  and p a t r i o t i c  f e s t i v a l s  w ere 

a  so u rc e  o f  h ig h  f r a t e r n a l  em otion  d e sc r ib e d  by R ousseau: " . . .  I I  f a u t

y a v o ir  a s s i s t e  chez le  G en ev o is , p o u r comprendre avec q u e l le  a rd e u r  i l  

s 'y  l i v r e .  On ne le  r e c o n n a i t  p lu s :  ce n 'e s t  p lu s  ce p eu p le  s i  ran g e  qu i

ne se  d e p a r t  p o in t  de se s  r e g ie s  econom iques; ce n 'e s t  p lu s  ce lo n g  r a i s o n -  

n e u r  q u i p ese  to u t  a  l a  b a la n c e  du Jugem ent, ju s q u 'a  l a  p l a i s a n t e r i e .  I I  

e s t  v i f ,  g a i , c a r e s s a n t ;  son  co eu r e s t  a lo r s  dans ses  y e u x , comme i l  e s t  

to u jo u r s  s u r  se s  l e v r e s ;  i l  ch erch e  a  communiquer s a  j o i e  e t  s e s  p l a i s i r s ;  

i l  i n v i t e ,  i l  p r e s s e ,  i l  f o r c e ,  i l  se  d is p u te  le s  su rv e n a n ts . T ou tes l e s  

s o c ie te s  n 'e n  fo n t  q u 'u n e ,  t o u t  d e v ie n t commun a  to u s .  I I  e s t  p re sq u e  

i n d i f f e r e n t  a  q u e l le  t a b l e  on se  m e tte  . . .

The Genevan Church was a n o th e r  so u rce  o f  th e  f e e l in g  o f  b ro th e rh o o d  o r 

common f r ie n d s h ip .  At th e  tu r n  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  Reform ed 

C hurch , a  c o n d it io n  o f  Genevan c i t i z e n s h i p ,  was v e ry  s t r o n g ,  w e l l-o rg a n iz e d  

and fo rm id a b le . The re c e n t  i n f l u x  o f  French re fu g e e s  c o n tr ib u te d  to  r e l i g io u s  

f e r v o r ,  as d id  r e a c t io n  to  th e  F rench  p e r s e c u t io n  o f  H uguenots. P r o te s t a n t  

f e e l in g  was v e ry  s t r o n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  m id d le - and lo w e r - c la s s e s , and 

chu rch  s e r v ic e s  w ere a t te n d e d  f a i t h f u l l y  and u n q u e s tio n in g ly . No lo n g e r  

s e v e re ly  dogm atic as in  C a lv in 's  t im e ,  th e  Church had  rem ained  as s e v e re ly  

m o ra l. (To th e  G enevan, th e  c a r d in a l  s in s  were ly in g  and l a z i n e s s .  He p o s­

s e s s e d  a  k in d  o f  double  s ta n d a rd  re g a rd in g  money and s in s  o f  th e  f l e s h . )

•̂L e ttre  a  d 'A lem b ert ( P a r i s :  G arn ie r-F lam m ario n , 1967 ) ,  pp . 235 -6 .
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A f e e l in g  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  o f  " in - n e s s ,"  t h e n ,  p e rv ad ed  th e  Genevan s p i r i t  

o f  a c t i v e ,  community b ro th e rh o o d . F u rth e rm o re , th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Genevan 

s e p a ra t io n  o f  th e  sex es  — v ery  a n tip o d e  o f  th e  P a r i s ia n  way o f  l i f e  ~  

gave th e  Genevan c o n c e p tio n  o f  " f r a t e r n i t y "  a  h a iry -c h e s te d n e s s  and b o is te r o u s ­

n ess  re m in is c e n t o f  th e  F rance  o f  M ontaigne and o f  Ilen ri IV (w ith  w hich p e r io d  

R ousseau ap p ea rs  t o  have i d e n t i f i e d ) .

Stormy c a p r ic io u s  I s a a c  R ousseau was e v e ry  in c h  th e  m id d le -c la s s  Genevan. 

H is im p re ss io n a b le  son lo o k e d  l i k e  him , re sem b led  him  in  more th an  one way, 

and i d e n t i f i e d  him  w ith  h i s  own f e e l in g s  o f  p a t r i o t i c  b ro th e rh o o d . The I s a a c  

R ousseau o f  Jea n -Jac q u e s*  e a r ly  c h ild h o o d  was a  man in  th e  v ig o r  o f  h is  

f o r t i e s  w ith  a  s t r o n g ,  h ig h ly  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  e n jo y in g  and 

s t r e s s in g  h i s  unicity-*- — a  m an 's  man, f u l l  o f  energy  and e n th u s ia sm , moody, 

i r r i t a b l e  and p ro u d , y e t  d e v i l i s h l y  a t t r a c t i v e  in  a  ru g g ed , u n p o lish e d  way. 

H igh ly  in flam m a b le , fond  o f  s t ro n g  em o tio n s , non-conform ism  and a c t iv e  

p le a s u re s  ( h u n t in g ,  a d v e n tu re , l a d i e s ,  good fo o d , good d r in k ,  good fu n , 

t r a v e l  and male c a m a ra d e r ie ) ,  he w as, a t  th e  same t im e , a  man o f  narrow  

p r i n c i p l e s .  W ith one s e t  o f  s ta n d a rd s  f o r  th e  home and a n o th e r  fo r  th e  

e x tra -d o m e s tic  a s p e c ts  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  I s a a c  R ousseau was p io u s  y e t  a  "man o f  

p le a s u r e ,"  p a t r i o t i c  y e t  (a s  we s h a l l  see )  cap ab le  o f  s a c r i f i c i n g  h is  f a th e r ­

la n d  to  q u arre lso m e p r i d e ,  a  s k i l l f u l  c ra ftsm an  and a f f e c t io n a te  husband and 

f a th e r  y e t  in v a r ia b ly  s u b o rd in a t in g  d u ty  t o  th e  te m p ta tio n  o f  th e  moment.

In  s p i t e  o f  th e  c o n t r a d ic t io n s  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  he  was go ing  h is  own

in d ep en d en t w ay, f r e e  o f  h y p o c r isy  o r th e  pangs o f  c o n sc ien ce .

^ In  h is  l a t e r  q u a r r e l  w ith  an i n f l u e n t i a l  man who g ra v e ly  in s u l t e d  h is  
honor by in s in u a t in g  he was a  s o c i a l  i n f e r i o r ,  I s a a c  R ousseau i s  re p o r te d  
by a w itn e ss  t o  have c r i e d  o u t: " L is te n ,  and you w i l l  remember: I  am
Rousseau.' I  am Rousseau,' I  am R ousseau.'"



As p a r t  o f  th e  "basic e d u c a tio n  Genevan f a th e r s  w ere r e q u ire d  t o  p ro ­

v id e  t h e i r  sons (and  a ls o  b e ca u se  he e n jo y ed  i t ) ,  I s a a c  Rousseau had u n d er­

ta k e n  Jean -Jacq u es*  e d u c a t io n ,  c o n s i s t in g  l a r g e ly  o f  r e a d in g , as we have s e e n , 

b u t a l s o  in c lu d in g  some w r i t i n g ,  b a s ic  m a th e m a tic s , astronom y and h i s t o r y ,  

alw ays w ith  th e  a cc e n t on P r o te s ta n t i s m  and p a t r io t i s m .

The m a s te r ’ s p re se n c e  made th e  s le e p y  house come a l i v e ,  b u t I s a a c  was 

o f te n  away from  home, h i s  g r e a t e s t  p le a s u re s  b e in g  h u n tin g  t r i p s  w ith  male 

f r i e n d s .  N orm ally , he w ould spend  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  day —  a sm a ll p o r t i o n ,  

ju d g in g  by h is  c o n s ta n t f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y . — w ork ing  a t  h is  bench . A f te r  

th e  midday m ea l, he w ould p ro b a b ly  le a v e  th e  house t o  Jo in  h is  male c o u n te r­

p a r t s  in ;m e n 's  c lubs p r e f ig u r in g  th e  " c i r c l e s "  d e s c r ib e d  in  R o u sseau 's  L e t­

t e r  t o  d 'A le m b e r t, d r in k in g  and a rg u in g  p o l i t i c s ,  o r  t o  c o u r t th e  " la d ie s "  

whom he " lo v e d ,"  le a v in g  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  in  h i s  t e p id  women:! s w o rld , t o  re a d  

and dream o f  g re a t  manly a c t io n s  and s e n t im e n ts .  ( I n  h is  p ed ag o g ica l 

w r i t i n g s ,  R ousseau was t o  recommend f a th e r - s o n  i n s e p a r a b i l i t y . )  Suppertim e 

must have seen  Is a a c  b ack  a t  th e  h o u seh o ld  t a b l e ,  p la y in g  th e  r o le  o f  m ora l 

judge and p e re  de f a m i l l e . p e rh a p s  m e tin g  o u t fam ily  j u s t i c e  o r  d e l iv e r in g  an 

e lo q u e n t extem poraneous serm on , t o  th e  e d i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  adm iring  s u b je c t s .  

A f te r  su p p er would come l i t t l e  J e a n - J a c q u e s ' le s s o n s  and th en  bedtim e f o r  th e  

boy .

A lthough R ousseau c a l l e d  h im s e lf  h i s  f a t h e r 's  " i d o l , "  we see  him , r a t h e r ,  

as th e  sometime to y  o f  a  s e l f - i n d u lg e n t  man xjho, f o r  a l l  h is  v i r i l e  v i t a l i t y , 

had  a  b a s i c a l l y  c a p r ic io u s  and u n s ta b l e ,  u p s e t t in g  n a tu r e .  (Ducros c a l l e d  

him a  "femme s e n s ib l e . " )  He was moved by t h e a t r i c a l  s u p e r f i c i a l i t i e s  and 

en jo y ed  v o lu p tu o u sn e ss , to y in g  w ith  s t r o n g  s e n s a t io n s  and t h r i l l i n g  to  t h e i r  

heady l iq u e u r .  D uring th e  l a t e - n i g h t  f e s t i v a l  d e sc r ib e d  by Rousseau in  

th e  L e t t e r  t o  d 'A le m b e r t, f a m i l i a l  s e n t im e n ts ,  g a i e t y ,  m usic , d an c in g , 

em braces and k i s s e s  m ixed w ith  th e  w ine t o  p roduce  h is  f a t h e r 's  spon taneous
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p a t r i o t i c  e x c la m a tio n , "Je  a n -  J a c q u e s , lo v e  y o u r  c o u n try  . . . .  T hus, 

b a s i c a l l y  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  e g o t i s t i c a l  I s a a c  R ousseau was cap ab le  o f  b e in g  moved 

t o  sudden d em o n stra tio n s  o f  te n d e rn e s s  by a  g ra n d s ta n d  p la y  on th e  em otions. 

T h is ten d en cy  i s  p ro b ab ly  a t  th e  r o o t  o f  R o u sse au 's  l a t e r  te c h n iq u e  o f  

w in n in g  g o o d -w ill th ro u g h  an e m o tio n a l a p p e a l ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  f e e l in g s  o f
p

p i t y  and com passion.

E x c e ss iv e ly  and u n h e a l th f u l ly  d e m o n s tra t iv e , b o th  o f  te n d e rn e s s  and 

singer, I s a a c  Rousseau ap p ea rs  a l s o  t o  have made a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  deep im p res-
O

• s io n  on h is  a lre a d y  h ig h - s t r u n g  so n . We have a lre a d y  seen  th e  manner in  

w hich F ran g o is  was p u n ish ed .* 4 In  E m ile , R ousseau  d e s c r ib e s  h is  im p ress io n  

o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  s p e c ta c le  o f  an g e r on a  c h i ld .  "Les p a s s io n s  im petueuses 

p ro d u is e n t  un grand e f f e t  s u r  l 'e n f a n t  q u i en e s t  t6 m o in , p a rc e  q u 'e l l e s  ont 

des s ig n e s  t r e s  s e n s ib le s  q u i le  f r a p p e n t  e t  l e  fo r c e n t  d 'y  f a i r e  a t te n t io n .

La c o le r e  s u r to u t  e s t  s i  b ru y a n te  dans s e s  em portem ents q u ' i l  e s t  im p o ssib le  

de ne pas s 'e n  a p e rc e v o ir  e t a n t  a  p o r t e e ,  . . .  [L 'e n fa n t]  v o i t  un v is a g e  en- 

flamme, des yeux e t i n c e l l a n t s , un g e s te  m enaqan t, i l  e n te n d  des c r i s ; to u s  

s ig n e s  que l e  corps n 'e s t  p a s  dans so n  a s s i e t t e . " ^  R ousseau  s u g g e s ts  t h a t

^ L e t t r e  a  d 'A le m b e rt, p .  21*8, n o te  1.

% e v e r  a  L i t t l e  A ngel, J e a n -J a c q u e s  r e c e iv e d  h is  sh a re  o f  " c o r r e c t io n s ."  
Sometimes he escap ed  w ith  a  su sp en d ed  s e n te n c e  th ro u g h  some t o u r  de f o r c e , 
u s in g  in g r a t i a t i n g l y  p a t h e t i c  c u te n e s s  t o  d isarm  h is  f a t h e r ,  a s ,  f o r  exam ple, 
when, o rd e re d  to  say  "g o o d n ig h t"  t o  th e  fa m ily  and go t o  b ed  w ith o u t su p p e r , 
he p a s se d  th e  h e a r th  where a  s u c c u le n t  r o a s t  was brow ning on th e  s p i t ,  and 
s to p p ed  to  add in  a  p i t i f u l  to n e :  "G o o d n ig h t, r o a s t ! "  On a n o th e r ,  l e s s  
fo r tu n a te  o c c a s io n , how ever, J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was lo ck ed  f o r  " s e v e r a l  days" in  
th e  a t t i c  f o r  hav in g  to m  a  L a tin  b o o k , d u r in g  w hich tim e  i t  was J a c q u e lin e  
who to o k  p i t y  on him  and c o n so le d  h im . R ousseau  l a t e r  a d m itte d  t o  h a v in g , 
very  young , a c q u ire d  th e  h a b i t  o f  su b m iss iv e n e ss  as a  te c h n iq u e  o f  a tta ch m en t.

3R ousseau, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  s h a re d  h is  f a t h e r 's  t e r r i b l e  v io le n c e  o f  charac­
t e r ,  b u t h is  p e r s o n a l i ty  moved him  t o  r e r o u te  i t ,  f o r  exam ple i n t o  th e  f ie ry  
e loquence  o f  h is  w r i t in g s .  T his b a s i c  v io le n c e  was t o  become a  m ajor and 
p ro g r e s s iv e  f a c to r  in  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r 's  human r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r ie n c e ,  tu rn e d  
f i r s t  a g a in s t  h im s e lf  and th e n  o u tw a rd , i n  " r e t a l i a t i o n "  a g a in s t  h is  
" e n e m ie s ."

^The Memoire a  M. de Mably g iv e s  R o u sse a u 's  o p in io n  o f  sp an k in g  as pu n ish ­
m ent: " J ' a i  to u jo u r s  eu c e t t e  b r u t a l e  methode en h o r r e u r  . . .  Un honnSte
homme ne s a u r a i t  guere  n e t t r e  [se s  m ains] a  un usage p lu s  ho n teu x  que de le s  
em ployer H. m a l t r a i t e r  un e n f a n t . "  O.C. IV , pp . U-5.

5Em ile , O.C. IV , pp. 327 -8 .
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a c h i ld  he ta u g h t to  see  an g er as i l l n e s s  ( " id e e  q u i n ' e s t  pas fa u s se " )  t o  

av o id  h is  s e e in g  i t  as som ething  f r ig h te n in g  and m y s te r io u s . In d e e d , th e  

s t a r t l i n g l y  u n p re d ic ta b le  r e c u r r in g  s p e c ta c le  o f  h is  f a t h e r  —  th e  c h ild h o o d  

G o d -fig u re  —  in  a  s t a t e  o f  u n c o n tro l le d  em o tio n , can n o t b u t have a f f e c t e d  

Jean -Jacq u es*  w o rld -v iew , d im in ish in g  h i s  sense  o f  s e c u r i t y  and s t a b i l i t y ,  

o f  w hich I s a a c  R ousseau s to o d  as symbol. The G o d -lik e  r o le  o f  fam ily  ju d g e  

l ik e n e d  I s a a c  R ousseau to  th e  angry O ld -T estam en t Jehovah  whose w ra th  J e a n -  

J a c q u e s , w ith  h is  g u il t - c o m p le x , d readed  and whose e x is te n c e  he so  vehem ently  

and u n co n v in c in g ly  d e n ied . And Is a a c  R o u sseau 's  t r e a tm e n t  o f  Bad Boy F ran ­

c o is  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  consequences o f  d i s p le a s in g  God — whom Rous­

seau  saw as " th e  so v e re ig n  ju d g e ,"  " le  s c r u t a t e u r  des c o eu rs"  — by b re a k in g  

His command. In d e e d , R o u sseau 's  l a t e r  extrem e s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  a t h e i s t i c  

mockery and a rd e n t d e fen se  o f  God's h o n o r which s o  shocked  and amused th e  

c i v i l i z e d  P a r i s ia n s  may w e ll  have stemmed from h i s  e a r ly  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

God w ith  h is  f a th e r  and th e  s t r e n g th  and co m p lex ity  o f  h i s  em otions co n ce rn in g  

Is a a c  R ousseau.

The p a t e r n a l  an g e r in tro d u c e d  a n o te  ,of v io le n c e  i n t o  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' 

o th e rw ise  o rd e r ly  l i f e  - -  a  phenomenon w hich was t o  p la y  an im p o r ta n t r o le  

in  h is  human r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r ie n c e , a  phenomenon w hich  h e  b o th  d read ed  and 

d e s i r e d ,  th ro u g h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly  w i th  th e  e x e c u t io n e r  ( in  h is  

f e e l in g s  o f  g u i l t )  and w ith  th e  v ic tim  ( in  h is  d e s i r e  f o r  a to n em en t) . Thus 

R o u sseau 's  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  h e ro ism -th ro u g h -m arty rd o m  r a t h e r  th a n  th ro u g h  

v ic to r y .  " I f  I  la c k  th e  fame o f  rank  and b i r t h , "  R ousseau  was l a t e r  to  

d e c la r e ,  " I  have a n o th e r  which i s  more my own and w hich I  b e t t e r  p u rc h a se d ;

I  have th e  farce o f  m i s f o r t u n e s . T h u s  to o  such  o b s e rv a tio n s  as C ro c k e r 's :

"̂ C onfessions d r a f t ,  0 . C. I ,  p . 1151. ( T r a n s l a t i o n  m in e .)
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"R ousseau  n e v e r co u ld  s ta n d  su cc e ss  o r  good fo r tu n e .  Som ething in  him — 

an u n co n sc io u s  se e k in g  o f  f a i l u r e ,  p e r s e c u t io n ,  and m artyrdom , pun ishm en ts  t o  

i n f l i c t  on h is  g u i l t  and u n w o rth in ess  — made him s p o i l  e v e ry th in g . W hile 

th e  te n s io n  o f  r e p re s s e d  w ishes can he r e l i e v e d  (a s  R ousseau  r e l i e v e d  them) 

th ro u g h  im ag in ary  s a t i s f a c t i o n s ,  th e  c o n s c ie n c e 's  demands can he met on ly  

hy pun ishm ent and s u f f e r i n g . ,!l

To Siam up I s a a c  R ousseau ’s c o n tr ih u t io n  t o  J e a n -J a c q u e s ’ e a r ly  c h i ld ­

ho o d , we m ight s t a t e  t h a t ,  i f  i t  i s  n o t an easy  ta s k  t o  s e rv e  as f a th e r  

t o  a  g e n iu s ,  i f  th e  h e s t  man in  th e  w o rld  may s t i l l  f in d  h im s e lf  w ith  a  

n e u r o t ic  on h is  hands (w itn e ss  P a s c a l p e r e ) . i f  we may th a n k  I s a a c  R ousseau 

f o r  g iv in g  h is  son  a  p a s s io n  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m o r a l i ty ,  h ro th e r ly ^ lo v e  and 

h e r o ic  a c t i o n ,  we can on ly  d e p lo re  h is  c o n tr ih u t io n  t o  h is  s o n ’s i n s t a b i l i t y ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  J e a n -J a c q u e s ’ abnorm ally  g re a t  f e a r  o f  g u i l t  and la c k  o f  s e l f -  

c o n fid e n c e .

^ Je a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau. The Q uest (1 7 1 2 -1 7 5 8 )(New York: M acm illan , 1968 ) ,  
p . l6 h .
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P erhaps th e  m ost a s to n is h in g  o f  I s a a c  R o u sseau 's  many s u r p r i s e s  was h is  

a b d ic a t io n  o f  th e  r o le  o f  f a th e r  t o  h is  " i d o l . J e a n - J a c q u e s ,  a t  age t e n ,  

was s t i l l  l i v i n g  th e  " a a fe "  s e c lu d e d  l i f e  o f  a  p r e - s c h o o le r ,  t o t a l l y  depen­

d e n t on th e  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  p a r e n t - f ig u r e s  and n o t y e t  exposed  t o  th e  t e s t s  

o f  s o c ie ty .  He had p a s s e d  th e  age o f  need  fo r  th e  m o th e r - f ig u re ,  d u rin g  

w hich Aunt Suzanne had  been  u n f a i l in g ly  a v a i l a b le ,  and was e n te r in g  upon 

th e  age o f  n eed  f o r  th e  m ascu lin e  gu idance  o f  a  ■ fa ther, b ig  b r o th e r  o r  

t e a c h e r .  R e g r e t ta b ly ,  i t  was p r e c i s e ly  a t  t h i s  moment t h a t  I s a a c  R ousseau , 

now f o r t y - n i n e ,  engaged in  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  vehement q u a r r e l  w ith  a  r e t i r e d  

o f f i c e r  o f  c o n s id e r a t io n  and was fo rc e d  t o  le av e  Geneva t o  a v o id  a  te rm  in  

j a i l .  (H is c h o le r ic  tem peram ent had  a lre a d y  e a rn ed  him a  h i s to r y  o f  r u n - i n s . ) ^

^C f. R i t t e r :  " [ I s a a c  R ousseau was] d 'u n e  coupable  in s o u c ia n c e  a  l 'e g a r d
des s i e n s . "  Op. c i t . , p .  137* "Dans to u te  c e t t e  l ig n e e ,  D av id , I s a a c ,  J e a n -  
J a c q u e s ,  on e t a i t  i n d i f f e r e n t  aux e n f a n t s , on se  p a s s a i t  d 'e u x ,  on ne s 'y  
a t t a c h a i t  p a s :  c a lu s  h e r e d i t a i r e  . . .  " On. c i t . . p . 1U7 .

n
A resum e o f  th e  e v e n ts  o f  t h i s  q u a r r e l  shows th e  u n u su a l e x te n t  t o  w hich 

I s a a c  was s u s c e p t ib le  w here h i s  sen se  o f  honor was co n ce rn e d , as would b e ,  
in  t u r n ,  h is  i l l u s t r i o u s  so n : A h u n tin g  p a r ty  o f  w hich R ousseau p e re  was
a  member had in te n d e d  t o  tram p a c ro ss  a  p la n te d  f i e l d  (common a c t  o f  d is ­
c o u r te s y  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y ) .  When th e  p r o p e r ty 's  t h i r t y - s i x - y e a r -  
o ld  owner had  t r i e d ,  p e rh a p s  a r r o g a n t ly ,  t o  s to p  th e  h u n te r s ,  R ousseau had 
become angry and a  q u a r r e l  had  e n su e d , d u rin g  w hich J e a n -J a c q u e s ' f a th e r  
had  s la p p e d  th e  y o u n g er man. The lan d o w n er, a w e a lth y , i n f l u e n t i a l  r e t i r e d  
o f f i c e r ,  had  non f o r  h is  men (p ro b ab ly  s h o u tin g  i n s u l t s  back  a t  h is  ag­
g r e s s o r )  , in  th e  in t e n t io n  o f  tu r n in g  I s a a c  over t o  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  How­
e v e r ,  by th e  tim e  he r e tu r n e d ,  th e  h u n te rs  had d is a p p e a re d . L a te r ,  I s a a c  
and th e  landow ner c ro s s e d  p a th s  in  th e  c i t y .  The younger man f a i l e d  t o  
re c o g n iz e  h is  fo rm er a d v e r s a ry ,  b u t th e  v en g e fu l I s a a c  R ousseau p rovoked  
a  re su m p tio n  o f  th e  q u a r r e l  by s to p p in g  and g la r in g  a t  him . R ousseau 
w an ted  an im m ediate  d u e l .  The owner r e f u s e d ,  sa y in g  such  a  man was w orthy  
o n ly  t o  be  b e a te n  w ith  a  s t i c k .  T hereupon , R ousseau drew h is  sword and 
wounded th e  man on th e  c h eek , th e n  re p la c e d  th e  weapon in  i t s  h i l t  (p e rh ap s  
r e a l i z i n g  th e  g r a v i ty  o f  h is  a c t io n )  and p re p a re d  t o  f ig h t  w ith  h i s  f i s t s .
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T his was as good an excu se  as any t o  re g a in  h i s  p re c io u s  freedom , and 

p e rh ap s we a re  wrong t o  m a rv e l: J e a n -Ja c q u e s  w ould l a t e r  p rove  t o  he h is

f a t h e r 's  son by ta k in g  th e  same p a s s iv e  ro u te  o f  e scap e  from s i tu a t io n s  

whose c o n s t r a in t s  had become u n b e a ra b le .

So I s a a c  R ousseau d is s o lv e d  h i s  h o u seh o ld  and moved t o  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  

Nyon, in  th e  Vaud c o u n try ,  t e r r i t o r y  o f  B e rn e , abou t n in e  m iles  n o r th  o f  

G eneva, ta k in g  Aunt Suzanne w ith  him  as  h o u sek eep er and p la c in g  F rango is 

w ith  a n o th e r  w atchm aker. Too young t o  e n te r  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip ,  Jean -Jacq u es  

was made th e  w ard  o f  U ncle G a b r ie l  B ern ard  (J e a n -J a c q u e s ' g o d fa th e r ,  a  r i c h  

c lo th  m e rc h an t, h a v in g  d ie d  in  1715)* who i n t t u m  s e n t  th e  boy w ith  h is  own 

son  Abraham, a ls o  t e n ,  t o  B o ssey , c o u n tiy  v i l l a g e  j u s t  so u th  o f  Geneva, t o  

b o a rd  and s tu d y  (c o m p le tin g  th e  r e q u ir e d  e d u c a tio n  p e r io d )  w ith  P a s to r  

J e a n -Ja c q u e s  L a m b e rc ie r , f o r t y - s i x ,  and th e  p a s t o r 's  maiden s i s t e r  G a b r ie l le ,  

t h i r t y - n i n e .

Bossey s ta n d s  as R o u sse au 's  f i r s t  a d v en tu re  in  human r e l a t i o n s .  At f i r s t  

th e  t r a n s i t i o n  was q u i t e  sm ooth: B ossey was a n o th e r  c lo se d  w o rld , a  s to p -  

o f f  p o in t  on th e  ro ad  t o  s o c ie ty .  D is t r a c te d  by i t s  f a s c in a t in g  and d e l ig h t ­

f u l  n o v e l ty ,  th e  boy f a i l e d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  h is  f a t h e r 's  ac­

t i o n  and B ossey was a t  f i r s t  a  p ro lo n g e d  summer v a c a t io n . C om fortable and 

w e l l - f e d ,  th e  boys w ere s u b je c te d  to  on ly  l i g h t  s t u d i e s ,  w ith  l i t t l e  d is ­

c ip l in e  o r  s u p e r v is io n .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was in to x ic a te d  by th e  b u c o lic  s e t t i n g  

- -  h is  f i r s t  ex p o su re  t o  " n a tu r e ” — and by th e  company o f  Cousin Abraham, 

h is  f i r s t  f r i e n d .  A tte u p ts  a t  s o c i a l i z i n g  w ere w ith o u t su ccess  — to  th e  

l o c a l  c h i ld re n  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  and Abraham w ere c lum sy , s i s s i f i e d  c i t y  boys — 

so  he and h i s  co u s in  k e p t t o  th e m se lv e s .

R ousseau s t r e s s e s  th e  harmony o f  h is  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  a t  B ossey: "La

m aniere  dont j e  v iv a is  a  B ossey me c o n v en a it s i  b i e n ,  q u ' i l  ne l u i  a manque

Here t h e  q u a r r e l  was s to p p e d  by p a s s e r s - b y .  The landow ner e v e n tu a lly  p re s se d  
c h a rg e s , b u t R ousseau r e f u s e d  t o  pay amends (a  f i n e ,  th r e e  m onths' em prison- 
ment and a  h u m il ia t in g  k n e e lin g  re q u e s t  f o r  th e  c i t y  c o u n c i l 's  fo rg iv e n e s s )  
u n le s s  h is  a d v e rsa ry  was s u b je c te d  t o  th e  same pun ish m en t. When t h i s  
f a i l e d  t o  o c c u r , I s a a c  R ousseau s a c r i f i c e d  c i t i z e n s h ip  in  h is  b e lo v ed  
r e p u b lic  f o r  a  p o in t  o f  h o n o r.
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que de d u re r  p lu s  longtem ps p o u r f i x e r  abso lum ent mon c a r a c te r e .  Les s e n t i ­

ments t e n d r e s , a f fe c tu e u x , p a i s i b l e s  en f a i s a i e n t  l e  fond . . . .  J ' e t a i s  doux, 

mon co u sin  l ' e t a i t ;  ceux q u i nous g o u v e m a ie n t l ’e t a i e n t  eux-memes. Pendant 

deux ans e n t i e r s  je  ne fus n i  t£m oin n i  v ic t im e  d ’un sen tim en t v io l e n t .

Tout n o u r r i s s a i t  dans mon co eu r l e s  d i s p o s i t io n s  q u ' i l  r e g u t  de l a  n a tu r e .

J e  ne c o n n a is s a is  r ie n  d 'a u s s i  charm ant que de v o i r  t o u t  l e  monde c o n ten t

de moi e t  de to u te  c h o se .’''*' "E veryone" was th e  L am bercierss  t h e i r  a p p ro v a l 

and a  la c k  o f  v io le n c e  o r h o s t i l i t y  in  h i s  env ironm en t was a l l - im p o r ta n t  to  

Je a n -Ja c q u e s . (R ousseau was l a t e r  t o  r e v e a l ,  " i l  n ' e s t  pas une v e r tu  qu i 

me s o i t  p lu s  chere  que l a  douceur du c a r a c te r e  . . .  1,2) The P a s to r ,  re sp e c ­

t a b l e  and p io u s ,  appeared  somewhat h e r o ic  t o  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  in  h is  consp icuous 

c a p a c ity  as v i l l a g e  p re a c h e r ,  and th e  boy was b o th  p ro u d  and env ious a t  

serm on. When th e  tim e  came f o r  him t o  s e l e c t  a  p r o f e s s io n ,  J e a n -Jac q u e s  

would choose th e  m in is try  " c a r  j e  t r o u v a is  b ie n  beau  de p r d c h e r ." G en tle  

and o rd e r ly  b u t c o ld  and u n d e m o n s tra t iv e , w ith  a  th u n d e ro u s  lau g h  and a 

heavy sen se  o f  humor, L am bercier was a round  th e  house and a d jo in in g  church  

a  g re a t  d e a l ,  making h is  manly p re se n c e  f e l t  t o  t h e  boys (a lth o u g h  th e y  

had  o rd e rs  n o t t o  d is tu r b  th e  P a s to r  in h h is  s tu d y ) .  W ith l i t t l e  p a t ie n c e  

f o r  c h i ld r e n ,  L am bercier l e f t  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  and c h i ld c a r e  e n t i r e l y  up to  

h is  s i s t e r ,  g iv in g  h is  p u p i ls  a  minimum o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  - -  l a r g e ly  r e l ig io u s  

t r a i n i n g  in  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  communion ~  and a  maximum o f  freedom , much t o  

t h e i r  d e l ig h t  and a p p ro v a l.

As Jea n -Jac q u e s  was grow ing to w ard  p u b e r ty ,  h i s  d r iv e  t o  i m i t a t e ,  

c h a lle n g e  and e v e n tu a lly  re p la c e  th e  f a t h e r - f i g u r e  was d i r e c te d  tow ard

•̂C o n fess io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  1^.

2Memoire a  M. de M ably. O.C. IV , p .  22.
•a
•̂ C o n fess io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  25.



L am b erc ier. F o llow ing  th e  P a s t o r 's  am u sin g ly -c e re m o n ia l p la n t in g  o f  a  

w a ln u t - t r e e ,1 Jea n -Jac q u e s  p la n te d  h i s  own l i t t l e  t r e e  n e a rb y , c o n s t r u c t in g  

an in g e n io u s  m in ia tu re  aquaduct t o  d ra in  th e  w a te r  o f f  th e  P a s t o r 's  t r e e ,  

th u s  sy m b o lic a lly  d ra in in g  o f f  h i s  own sh a re  o f  th e  P a s t o r 's  g lo ry  w h ile  

s im u lta n e o u s ly  making a  p la y  f o r  th e  P a s t o r 's  r e c o g n i t io n  and a p p ro v a l.

Ju d g in g  by h is  obvious jo y  in  r e t e l l i n g  th e  t a l e ,  R ousseau f e l t  he had suc­

ceeded in  t h i s  in s ta n c e .  Y ears l a t e r ,  on h is  tr iu m p h a l  r e tu r n  to  G eneva, 

R ousseau dream ed o f  making a  p ilg r im a g e  t o  th e  P a s t o r 's  w a ln u t t r e e .  S t i l l  

l a t e r ,  he c a l l e d  h is  dog " S u lta n "  a f t e r  th e  P a s t o r 's  dog.

O a b r ie l le  L am bercier was abou t th e  same age as Aunt S uzanne, t h a t  i s ,  

n e a r ly  f o r t y ,  when t e n - y e a r - o ld  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  began h i s  tw o -y e a r  s ta y  a t  

B ossey . G e n tle , p io u s  and s t r a i g h t - l a c e d ,  she  was o rd e r ly  and w e ll-o rg a n iz e d  

in  ru n n in g  th e  P a s t o r 's  h o u se , w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  a m aid and a m anservan t. She 

was generous w ith  th e  boys and t r e a t e d  them l i k e  members o f  th e  fam ily  — 

R ousseau b e lie v ffs  she had  th e  a f f e c t io n  o f  a  m other f o r  them — b u t ,  a l l  in  

a l l ,  M ile . L am bercier l e f t  th e  c h i ld r e n  on t h e i r  own, p ro b a b ly  w an tin g  c h ild re n  

around  th e  house only  as lo n g  as th e y  b ro u g h t in  a  l i t t l e  e x t r a  income and 

d id  n o t r e p r e s e n t  much e x t r a  w ork.

R o u sseau 's  f i r s t  s o c i a l  p rob lem  d ev e lo p ed  a t  Bossey in  th e  form  o f  

s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y  betw een h im s e lf  and h i s  co u s in  f o r  th e  L a m b e rc ie rs ' a p p ro v a l. 

A lthough he l i k e d  th e  L a m b e rc ie rs , f in d in g  th e  P a s to r  " re a s o n a b le "  and th e  

s i s t e r  " a f f e c t i o n a t e , "  w h a tev e r t im id  e f f o r t s  th e  boy made to  win t h e i r  

a f f e c t io n  w ere in  v a in . For t h e  f i r s t  t im e ,  R ousseau f e l t  h im s e lf  over­

shadowed by c o m p e titio n . T h is  l e d  h im , a t  f i r s t ,  t o  red o u b le  h is  e f f o r t s  

a t  h e ro ism , as t h i s  anecdo te  show s:

■^Charmingly reco u n ted  i n  t h e  C onfess ions  . 0 . C. I ,  p .  22 e t  seq .
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J 'e t a i s  a  l a  campagne en p e n sio n  chez un m in is t r e  ap p e le  M. 

L am berc ier. J 'a v a i s  pour camarade un co u sin  p lu s  r i c h e  que m oi, 
e t  q u 'o n  t r a i t a i t  en h < ? r i t ie r ,  ta n d is  qu 'e lo ign*? de mon p e re  Je  
n 'e t a i s  q u 'u n  pauv re  o rp h e lin . Mon g ran d  C ousin B e rn a rd  6 t a i t  
s in g u lie re m e n t p o l t r o n ,  s u r to u t  l a  n u i t .  Je  me moquai t a n t  de aa  
f r a y e u r  que M, L am bercier ennuye de mes v a n te r ie s  v o u lu t  m e ttre  mon 
courage & l 'e p r e u v e .  Un s o i r  d 'au tom ne q u ’ i l  f a i s a i t  t r § s  o b s c u r , 
i l  me donna l a  c l£  du te m p le , e t  me d i t  d ' a l l e r  c h e rc h e r  dans l a  
c h a ir e  l a  B ib le  q u ’ on y a v a i t  l a i s s e e .  I I  a jo u ta  p o u r  me p iq u e r  
d 'h o n n eu r q u e lq u es  mots qu i me m iren t dans l ’im p u issan c e  de r e c u le r .

The c h i ld  l e f t  on th e  a d v e n tu re , and was soon t r e m b lin g  w ith  f r i g h t  and 

d i s o r i e n t a t i o n ,  in  a  ’’b o u leversem en t in e x p rim a b le "  w h ic h , a f t e r  some fum­

b l in g  and s tu m b lin g , caused  him t o  g ive up and run  b ack  to w ard  th e  house 

em pty-handed.

J e  r e v ie n s  J u s q u 'a  l a  m aison. P r e t  a  e n t r e r  J e  d is t in g u e  l a  
v o ix  de M. L am berc ier a  de grands e c l a t s  de r i r e .  J e  l e s  p ren d s 
po u r moi d ’ a v an ce , e t  confus de m'y v o i r  e x p o se , j ' h e s i t e  a  o u v r i r  
l a  p o r t e .  Dans c e t  i n t e r v a l l e ,  j 'e n t e n d s  M adem oiselle  L am berc ier 
s ' i n q u i e t e r  de m oi, d ir e  a  l a  s e rv a n te  de p re n d re  l a  l a n t e r n e ,  e t  
M. L am b erc ie r se  d is p o s e r  a  me v e n ir  c h e rc h e r  escort*? de mon in tr* ?- 
p id e  c o u s in ,  au q u el e n s u i te  on n 'a u r a i t  pas manque de f a i r e  to u t  
l 'h o n n e u r  de l 'e x p e d i t i o n .  A l ' i n s t a n t  t o u t e s  mes f r a y e u rs  c e s s e n t  
e t  ne me l a i s s e n t  que c e l l e  d '§ t r e  s u r p r i s  dans ma f u i t e :  Je  c o u r s , 
j e  v o le  au tem p le  san s  m 'e g a re r ,  sans t a t o n n e r ,  j ' a r r i v e  a  l a  c h a i r e ,  
j ' y  m onte , j e  p ren d s l a  b i b l e ,  je  m 'e lan c e  en b a s , dans t r o i s  s a u ts  
j e  s u i s  h o rs  du tem ple dont j 'o u b l i a i  mSme de fe rm e r l a  p o r t e ,  j ' e n -  
t r e  dans l a  chambre h o rs  d 'h a l e in e ,  j e  j e t t e  l a  b i b l e  s u r  l a  t a b l e ,  
e f f a r e ,  m ais p a l p i t a n t  d 'a i s e  d 'a v o i r  p rev en u  l e  s e c o u rs  qu i m 'e t a i t  
d e s t i n £ .^

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  Cousin Abraham B ern ard  r e p r e s e n ts  R o u sseau 's

f i r s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l  e x p e rien c e  w ith  a  p e e r .  " J u s q u 'a lo r s  j e  n 'a v a i s
2

connu que des s e n tim e n ts  e l e v e s , mais im a g in a ir e s ,"  R ousseau  s t a t e s .

T his j u s t i f i e s  o u r exam ining i t  a t  some le n g th .

The f i r s t  th in g  t o  a t t r a c t  o u r a t t e n t io n  in  th e  above p a ssa g e  i s ,  o f  

c o u rs e , th e  e lem en t o f  r i v a l r y .  Jea n -Jac q u e s  c l e a r l y  p e rc e iv e d  h is  

co u sin  as a  t h r e a t ,  and th e  commodity a t  s ta k e  was th e  b o y 's  sen se  o f

•’•E m ile. O.C. IV , p p . 385-6.
p

C o n f e s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 13.
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h o n o r, w hich s e rv e d  as m o tiv a tio n  f o r  b o th  th e  f i r s t  and second  h a lv e s  o f  

th e  a d v e n tu re  (se e  th e  o ccu rren ce  o f  th e  te rm  in  each o f  th e  above seg m e n ts ) . 

To p la c e  t h i s  in  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  we r e tu r n  b r i e f l y  t o  R o u sseau 's  c o n c e p tio n  o f  

human r e l a t i o n s .

The co rre sp o n d en ce  betw een R o u sseau 's  l i f e - e x p e r ie n c e  and h i s  th e o ry  

o f  e v o lu t io n  has been rem arked . In  t h i s  in s ta n c e ,  i t  o f f e r s  some s u g g e s tiv e  

a n a lo g ie s .  T r a n s la te d  i n to  in d iv id u a l  te rm s , th e  S ta te  o f  N a tu re  co rre sp o n d s  

t o  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  d u rin g  h is  Genevan in fa n c y , su rro u n d ed  by a d u l ts  ( th e  Ood- 

and N a tu r e - f ig u r e s )  who saw t o  h is  needs and p le a s u r e s .  Knowing no te m p ta ­

t io n  and  n o t  y e t  h av in g  been posed  a  r e a l  t h r e a t  by a  p e e r ,  " s o l i t a r y "  J e a n -  

Jacq u es  e n jo y ed  a  p a s s iv e  and n o n -c o m p e titiv e  sen se  o f  w e l l -b e in g .  A ccord ing  

to  R o u sse a u 's  th e o ry  o f  e v o lu t io n ,  th e  en su in g  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  p e r m it te d  

man t o  p e r f e c t  h im s e lf  by d e v e lo p in g  h is  mind and s e n tim e n ts ;  on th e  o th e r  

h an d , w ith  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  r e l a t i v i t y ,  th e  in d iv id u a l  d ev e lo p ed  a  d r iv e  

f o r  p re c e d e n c e  th ro u g h  C o m p e titiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  w h ich , once a c q u ir e d ,  b e ­

came a  p erm anen t f a c to r  w ith  w hich t o  c o n ten d , m aking men s u b je c t  to  m o ra l 

"c rim e"  and " f a u l t . "  Now, u n lik e  h is  p r im i t iv e  c o u n te r p a r t ,  in  Geneva 

Je a n -J a c q u e s  had  p re c o c io u s ly  become aware ox‘ th e  m oral w o rld  ( in  t h i s  

c a s e ,  an i d e a l  w orld  d e r iv e d  th ro u g h  books and r e l ig io u s  i n s t r u c t i o n )  and 

had  p e rfo rm ed  a c ts  o f  a  m oral n a tu re  ( e .g .  h is  in te r c e s s io n  in  b r o th e r  

F r a n g o is ' p u n ish m en t). He had  a ls o  d ev e lo p ed , p e rh ap s  s t i l l  s u b c o n s c io u s ly , 

a  sen se  o f  c o m p e titiv e  honor o r  p re c e d e n c e , b u t had n o t y e t  e n te r e d  th e  un­

c o n t r o l l e d  m o ra l en v iro n m en t, t h a t  i s ,  " s o c ie ty ,"  th e  " r a t  r a c e , "  in  w hich 

h is  w o rth  as an in d iv id u a l  w ould be p u t  t o  th e  t e s t .

I t  was a t  B ossey , th e n ,  t h a t  Jea n -Jac q u e s  was f i r s t  exposed  t o  s o c ie ty  

and i t s  f r u s t r a t i o n s .  A gain tu r n in g  t o  o u r p assag e  re g a rd in g  C ousin A bra-
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ham, we rem ark t h a t  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' r e a c t io n  — w h eth er b a se d  on a  r e a l  o r 

im ag in ary  p re fe re n c e  <5f th e  L am berciers  f o r  h is  co u sin  — was t o  blam e h is  

" d is h o n o r”1 on c irc u m stan c es  o u ts id e  h i s  c o n t r o l  ("  un co u sin  p lu s  r ic h e  

que m o i. e t  q u 'o n  t r a i t a i t  en h e r i t i e r ,  t a n d is  q u 'g lo ig n g  de mon p e re  Je 

n 'e t a i s  q u 'u n  pau v re  o r p h e l in " ) .  The C onfessions c o n ta in  a  s im i l a r  d e s c r ip ­

t i o n  o f  th e  c o u s in s ' r e l a t i o n s h ip  t o  th e  p a r e n t - f ig u r e s  and t o  each  o th e r ,  

w ith  a  f u r t h e r  d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  th e  " i n j u s t i c e "  on w hich th e  p r e f e r e n t i a l  

Judgm ent was b a s e d , s in c e  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was in  f a c t  " n a tu r a l ly "  s u p e r io r  t o  

Abraham:

S i , p a r  l a  fa v e u r  de ceux qu i nous g o u v e m a ie n t , i l  a v a i t  s u r  moi 
q u e lq u e  a sc e n d a n t sous l e u r s  y eu x ; quand nous e t io n s  s e u l s , j ' e n  
a v a is  un s u r  l u i  q u i r e t a b l i s s a i t  l ' e q u i l i b r e .  Dans nos E tu d e s , Je  
l u i  s o u f f l a i s  s a  leg o n  quand i l  h e s i t a i t ;  quand mon theme £ t a i t  f a i t  
Je  l u i  a id a i s  a  f a i r e  l e  s i e n ,  e t  dans nos amusements mon goQt p lu s  
a c t i f  l u i  s e r v a i t  to u jo u r s  de g u i d e . 2

The C o n fe ss io n s  add an exem plary  in d id e n t  ( r e c a l l i n g  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' e a r l i e r  

d e fe n se  o f  h is  b r o th e r )  in  w hich d u r h e ro  a t ta c k s  and i s  b e a te n  up by a 

band  o f  r u f f i a n s  who had been  p ic k in g  on h is  co u s in . "Me v o i l a  d e ja  r e -  

d re s s e u r  des t o r t s , "  comments R ousseau , and h i s  iro n y  i s  n o t  w ith o u t a  

b a s ic  s e r io u s n e s s .

The c irc u m stan c es  le a d in g  t o  R o u sseau 's  sen se  o f  u n ju s t  and h u m il ia t in g  

s o c i a l  r e j e c t i o n  go back  once more t o  I s a a c  R ousseau , whose h a b i t s  o f  p ro d i­

g a l i t y  we have a lre a d y  n o te d . As a member o f  th e  " r e s p e c ta b le  m idd le  c l a s s , "  

I s a a c  c o u ld  have clim bed  s o c i a l l y ,  had  he p o sse sse d  th e  am b itio n  to  do so . 

T h is ,  how ever, w ould have r e q u i r e d  a  p o l ic y  o f  o rd e r  and f r u g a l i t y  and an 

exem plary  c o n d u c t, d i s c i p l i n e  f o r  w hich Rousseau p e r e 's  c h a r a c te r  was

■^"Dishonor" b e c a u s e , w here honor i s  co n ce rn ed , th e r e  i s  no m idd le  ground. 

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I , p . 13.
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s in g u la r ly  u n s u i te d .  When J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was f iv e  y e a rs  o ld ,  h is  f a th e r  

had been  fo rc e d  t o  s e l l  th e  "h ig h  c i ty "  house and move th e  fam ily  t o  a  t h i r d -  

f lo o r  "low c i ty "  a p a r tm e n t. The move s e p a ra te d  th e  Rousseaus b o th  p h y s ic a l ly  

and s o c i a l l y  from  th e  "h ig h  c i ty "  B ernards and from  Aunt Clermonde R ousseau 

as w e l l ,  who was t o  m a rry , two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a  w e l l - to - d o  w idow er, t e x t i l e  

m a n u fa c tu re r  A n to ine  F azy . A fam ily  sen se  o f  " e x i le "  o r  o f  b e in g  above 

o n e 's  s t a t i o n  may have p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in e d  th e  i s o l a t i o n  I s a a c  had im posed 

on h is  son as a c h i ld .  N o n e th e le s s ,  th e  h o u seh o ld  en joyed  com fort and abun­

dance and had  r e t a in e d  th e  fa m ily  s e r v a n t  J a c q u e l in e .  I t  i s  d o u b tfu l ,  th e n ,  

t h a t  in  Oeneva J e a n -J a c q u e s  had  p e rc e iv e d  h i s  " f a l l . "  L a te r ,  h is  f a t h e r 's  

a b d ic a t io n  and th e  "o rphan" s t a t u s  t h a t  was i t s  consequence added t o  J e a n -  

J a c q u e s ' o u tc a s t  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t ,  h e re  a g a in ,  he d id  n o t im m ediately  ta k e  

co n sc io u sn ess  o f  t h i s .  (Such p e rc e p t io n  w ould have s u f f ic e d  t o  ru in  h is  s ta y  

a t  Bossey and h is  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  Abraham B e rn a rd , b o th  o f  w hich were p r i ­

m a rily  p o s i t i v e  e x p e r ie n c e s .)  The e a r ly  B ossey p e r io d  w as, th e n ,  a h a l f ­

way p o i n t ,  c o rre sp o n d in g  t o  th e  e a r ly  fa m ily  s t a t e  o f  R o u sseau 's  th e o ry  

o f  e v o lu t io n ,  s t a t e  w hich  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  c o n s id e re d  t o  b e ,  a l l  in  a l l ,  

th e  h a p p ie s t  and th e  b e s t .

T u rn in g  t o  R o u sse a u 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h i s  tw o -y e a r  p e r io d ,  we can now 

examine h is  f i r s t  f r i e n d s h ip .  F r ie n d s h ip ,  in  th e  th e o ry  o f  e v o lu t io n ,  stem s 

from th e  n a tu r a l  v i r t u e  o f  p i t y ,  b u t  r e q u i r e s  fa v o ra b le  c ircu m stan ces  in  

which to  d ev e lo p . Thus i t  was a t  B ossey: "La s im p l ic i ty  de c e t t e  v ie

cham petre me f i t  un b ie n  d 'u n  p r i x  in e s t im a b le  en o u v ran t mon coeur a 

l 'a m i t i e ,  . . .  L 'h a b itu d e  de v iv r e  ensem ble dans un e t a t  p a i s i b l e  m 'u n it 

ten d rem en t a mon c o u s in  B ern ard . En peu  de te m p s , j 'e u s  p o u r l u i  des 

se n tim e n ts  p lu s  a f f e c tu e u x  que ceux  que j ' a v a i s  eus po u r mon f r e r e  e t  qu i



79

ne se  so n t jam ais  e f f a c e s . " 1 In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  hoys s h a re d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  

c h a r a c te r 2 ( g e n t le n e s s ,  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  d o c i l i t y ) ,  o f  a g e , o f  t a s t e  and o f  

o c c u p a tio n s . They w ere a lo n e  and to g e th e r  and each  needed  a  companion.

Thus, w h ile  th e y  had known each  o th e r  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  i t  was o n ly  now th a t  

th ey  became " f r i e n d s ."

At th e  same t im e , Abraham B ern a rd  was q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  from  h is  t i n y ,  

b r ig h t -e y e d  c o u sin . W eak-kneed Je a n -Ja c q u e s  a c tu a l ly  found i t  a  sim p le  

m a tte r  t o  b o ss  h is  f r i e n d  around . The C o n fess io n s  d e s c r ib e  Abraham as b e in g  

t a l l ,  le a n  and la n k y , w ith  a  fa c e  l i k e  a  baked  a p p le ;  as s lo w , meek and g e n tle  

o f  mind as weak o f  body; an overgrow n f r a id y - c a t  whose mere p re se n c e  (Mson
O

a i r  mou, e t  s a  demarche n o n c h a la n te " )  s u f f ic e d  t o  a t t r a c t  th e  savage mockery 

o f  neighborhood  c h i ld r e n ,  c a l l i n g  him "Bam§, B redanna" in  Genevan p a t o i s . 

o r  " b r id le d  ja c k a s s ."  R o u sseau 's  p o r t r a i t  o f  C ousin Abraham re v e a ls  a 

s o c ia l  m i s f i t ,  e i t h e r  somewhat r e t a r d e d  o r  e x p e r ie n c in g  an u n u su a lly  se v e re  

"awkward a g e ."  ( i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l /p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

d i f f e r e n c e ,  o f  which R ousseau was aw are , d id  n o t  p re v e n t  h is  f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  

Abraham. )

The a ttach m en t becam e, t o  R o u sseau , a  c o l l e c t i v e  m oral e n t i t y ,  s u f f i c i e n t

u n to  i t s e l f ,  as th e  fo llo w in g  p a ssa g e s  in d i c a t e :

Nous sS p a re r  e t a i t  en qu e lq u e  s o r t e  nous a n e a n t i r .^

T oujours in s e p a r a b le s ,  nous nous s u f f i s i o n s  l 'u n  a  l ' a u t r e ,  e t  
n 'e t a n t  p o in t  t e n te s  de f r e q u e n te r  l e s  p o l is s o n s  de n o tr e  i-ge, 
nous ne prim es aucune des h a b i tu d e s  l i b e r t i n e s  que l 'o i s i v e t e

1I b id .  , p . 13.

2We r e f e r  to  R o u sseau 's  " p a s s iv e "  c h a r a c te r .

^ Ib id . , p . 26 .

^ I b id .  , p .  13.
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nous p o u v a it i n s p i r e r . - 1-

Nous av ions s i  p eu  b e so in  de nous f a i r e  des cam arades que nous en 
n e g lig io n s  meme 1 ' o c c a s io n . Quand nous a l l i o n s  nous prom ener nous 
re g a rd io n s  en p a s s a n t  l e u r s  je u x  sans c o n v o i t i s e ,  san s  so n g er 
mehne a  y  p re n d re  p a r t .  L 'a m it ie  r e m p l i s s a i t  s i  b ie n  nos c o e u rs , 
q u ' i l  nous s u f f i s a i t  d 'e t r e  en sem b le , p o u r que l e s  p lu s  s im p les  gofrts 
f i s s e n t  nos d e l i c e s .2

The im portance  to  R ousseau o f  t h i s  a sp e c t o f  f r ie n d s h ip  canno t be over­

s t r e s s e d ,  s in c e  i t  s i g n i f i e s  t h a t  each f r i e n d  has come t o  i d e n t i f y  w ith  

th e  c o l l e c t i v e  body ("w e” ) r a t h e r  th a n  t o  see  h i s  f r i e n d  as an in d iv id u a l  

("you" and " I " ) ,  and t h a t  C o m p e titiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t ,  as p e r t a in s  t o  th e  

f r i e n d s ,  i s  b e in g  h e ld  in  check  so  lo n g  as th e  c o l l e c t i v e  body rem ains 

i n t a c t  th ro u g h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and i s o l a t i o n .  (N o te , how ever, t h a t  th e  Lam­

b e r c i e r s '  e x p re ss io n  o f  p re fe re n c e  f o r  Abraham, and p e rh ap s  th e  mere p o s s i ­

b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  p r e f e r e n c e ,  was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a t  l e a s t  te m p o ra r i ly  s h a t t e r  

th e  f r a g i l e  C o lle c t iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t .3 )  T h is  c o n ce p tio n  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  ex­

p la in s  th e  e x p re s s io n s  o f  "u n iso n "  in  R o u sse au 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  h is  r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip  w ith  h is  c o u s in :

1I b i d . , p . 25 .

2I b i d . , pp . 25-6 .

C f. G rim s le y 's  o b s e rv a t io n :  "The r o le  o f  th e  o th e r  in  R o u sseau 's  con­
c e p tio n  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  i s  . . .  p l a i n l y  am biguous: he i s  d e s i r e d  and lo v ed  as
th e  one who can b r in g  com fort and r e a s s u r a n c e ,  b u t  he i s  a ls o  fe a re d  as a  po­
t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  I t  i s  th e  v e ry  i n t e n s i t y  o f  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' 
need  f o r  lo v e  w hich cau ses  him t o  tr a n s fo rm  lo v e  i n to  p o t e n t i a l  h a t r e d ."  Op. 
c i t . , p . 92. The f r i e n d  i s ,  t h e n ,  an o b je c t  o f  f e a r  as w e ll  as o f  lo v e .
T his w ould become s t r o n g e r  as R o u sse a u 's  c o n sc ie n ce  came t o  t r o u b le  him more 
and as he became th e  o b je c t  o f  more and more s e v e re  c r i t i c i s m .  R o usseau 's  
in s e c u r i t y  would th u s  — in  a  m anner p r e f ig u r e d  in  h is  f i r s t  f r ie n d s h ip  — 
r u in  f r ie n d s h ip  fo r  R ousseau , tu r n in g  i t  i n to  a  n ig h tm are  cau sed  by h is  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t r i b u t e  h is  m is fo r tu n e s  t o  h i s  own inadequacy 
and th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  f in d in g  a  s c a p e g o a t. Acknowledging h is  own in ad eq u acy , 
a s s e r t s  G rim sley , "m ight w e l l  le a d  t o  a  c a ta s t r o p h ic  breakdown o f  h is  whole 
p e r s o n a l i t y ."
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Quoique nous e u ss io n s  peu  d 'o c c a s io n s  de f a i r e  p reu v e  de n o tr e  
a tta ch em en t l 'u n  pour 1 ' a u t r e ,  i l  e t a i t  ex trS m e, e t  non seu lem en t 
nous ne pouvions v iv re  un i n s t a n t  s £ p a r e s ,  m ais nous n 'im a g in io n s  
p a s  que nous p u ss io n s  jam ais  l ' e t r e ,  Tous deux d 'u n  e s p r i t  f a c i l e  
a  c ed e r aux c a r e s s e s ,  c o m p la isa n ts  quand on ne v o u la i t  p as  nous 
c o n t r a in d r e ,  nous e t io n s  to u jo u r s  d 'a c c o r d  s u r  t o u t . l

T h is u n iso n  i s  perhaps more c l e a r ly  e v id e n t  in  R o u sseau ’s d e s c r ip t io n s  o f

th e  f r i e n d s '  a c t i v i t i e s ,  as fo r  example t h i s  p a ssa g e  ta k e n  from th e  w a ln u t-

t r e e  in c id e n t :

. . .  Nous allQmes couper une b o u tu re  d ’un Jeune s a u l e ,  e t  nous l a  
p lsn tS m es s u r  l a  t e r r a s s e  . . .  Nous n 'o u b lia m e s  p a s  de f a i r e  a u s s i  
un c reu x  a u to u r  de n o tr e  a rb re :  l a  d i f f i c u l t 6 e t a i t  d 'a v o i r  de
q u o i le  re m p lir ;  c a r  l ' e a u  v e n a i t  d ’ a s s e z  l o i n ,  e t  on ne nous l a i s -  
s a i t  pas c o u r i r  pour en a l l e r  p re n d re . C ependant i l  en f a l l a i t  
absolum ent p o u r n o tre  s a u le .  Nous employames to u te s  s o r te s  de ru se s  
p o u r l u i  en f o u m i r  d u ra n t q u e lq u es  j o u r s ,  e t  c e l a  nous r e u s s i t  s i  
b ie n  que nous l e  vimes b o urgeonner e t  p o u s s e r  de p e t i t e s  f e u i l l e s  
don t nous m esurions l 'a c c r o is s e m e n t  d 'h e u r e  en h e u re ;  p e r s u a d e s , 
q u o i q u 'i l  ne f u t  pas a  un p ie d  de t e r r e ,  q u ' i l  ne  t a r d e r a i t  pas a  
nous om brager.2

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  as lo n g  as th e  in n e r  a s p e c ts  o f  a  f r ie n d s h ip

e x p e r ie n c e  a re  in  harm ony, R ousseau f in d s  th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  a s p e c t  u n im p o rta n t.

L ike B e rn a rd in 's  V ir g in ia ,  f r ie n d s h ip  may be "alw ays a g i t a t e d ,  b u t  c o n s ta n t ."

T hus, th e  b e y s ' b a s ic  s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  h e re in a b o v e  rem ark ed , do n o t p re c lu d e

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  v a s t  d if f e r e n c e s  betw een th e  tw o , w hich we have p o in te d  o u t.

Nor does f r ie n d s h ip  re q u ire  pure  su n sh in e  so  lo n g  as t h e  in n e r  harmony i s

p r e s e n t .  " . . .  Nous nous b a t t l n e s  so u v e n t, j e  l 'a v o u e , "  s a id  R ousseau ,

"m ais jam ais  on n 'e u t  b e so in  de nous s e p a r e r ,  jam a is  une de nos q u e r e l le s  ne

dura  p lu s  d 'u n  q u a r t  d 'h e u r e ,  e t  jam a is  une s e u le  f o i s  nous ne portSm es l 'u n
3

c o n tre  l ' a u t r e  a c c u s a t io n ."

^ I b i d . , p . 13.

2 I b i d . , pp . 2 2 -3 . ( I t a l i c s  m ine .) 

^ T b id ., p p . 1 3 -^ .



In  E m ile . R ousseau e x p re sse d  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  norm al c h i ld  i s  cap ab le  

o f  o n ly  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  am oral a tta ch m e n ts  u n t i l  th e  age o f  p u b e r ty ,  a t  w hich 

tim e  th e  developm ent o f  p a s s io n s  c re a te s  th e  need  to  unburden o n e s e l f  t o  a 

t h i r d  p a r t y ,  and on ly  th e n  i s  ^Friendship g e n e ra l ly  b o m . T hus, a l th o u g h  a t  

f i r s t  g lan ce  th e r e  i s  n o th in g  i l l u s t r i o u s  in  th e  b a s ic  a s p e c ts  o f  R o u sse au 's  

f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  Cousin Abraham (w hich modern p s y c h o lo g is t s ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  

w ould see  as f a l l i n g  p r e c i s e ly  on sch ed u le  in  th e  c h ro n o lo g ic a l developm ent 

o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ) , th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  c o n s id e re d  th e  achievem ent o f  t h i s  f e e l in g  

o f  in n e r  harmony and m o ra li ty  in  a  s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  coming a t  ages t e n -  

to - tw e lv e ,  as b e in g  rem arkab ly  p re c o c io u s  and in  l i n e  w ith  th e  p lu ta r c h ia n  

a s p e c ts  o f  th e  ch ild h o o d  p o r t io n  o f  R o u sseau 's  a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  w r i t i n g s .

We se e  i t ,  r a t h e r ,  as f u r th e r  ev id en ce  o f  J e a n -J a c q u e s 1 e x t r a o r d i n a r y ’s e n s i ­

t i v i t y .  '2.iY.oung Abraham, on th e  o th e r  hand , la c k e d  th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  s t a b i l i t y  

and s t r e n g th  o f  c h a r a c te r  w hich m ight haVe p e rm itte d  him t o  ta k e  ad v an tag e  

o f  h is  i n f l u e n t i a l  p o s i t io n  t o  ach iev e  com m unication w ith  h i s  f r i e n d  on a 

p ro fo u n d  o r  in t im a te  l e v e l ,  w hich m ight have r e s u l t e d  in  a t  l e a s t  th e  p a r t i a l  

r e e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  R o u sse au 's  sen se  o f  e q u il ib r iu m  and s e l f - e s te e m . In  t h i s  

s e n s e ,  t h e  a p p a re n tly  s u c c e s s f u l  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e rien c e  r e p r e s e n te d ,  f o r  Rous­

s e a u ,  th e  lo s s  o f  a go lden  o p p o r tu n i ty  a t  a  tim e  when a  fund  o f  s e l f - r e s p e c t  

w ould be d e s p e ra te ly  n eed ed , w ith  th e  approach o f  a d o le sc en c e .

As B ossey was th e  scene  o f  R o u sseau 's  f i r s t  e x tra ^ d o m e stic  m ale-m ale  

e n c o u n te r ,  so  i t  h o used  h is  f i r s t  c o rre sp o n d in g  m ale-fem ale  e n c o u n te r  —  

n e i t h e r  a  m eeting  o f  th e  minds n o r o f  th e  h e a r ts  b u t a  f i r s t  e x c u rs io n  in to  

th e  n eb u lo u s  rea lm  o f  e r o t ic i s m .  R ece iv in g  h is  f i r s t  sp a n k in g , a t  th e  hands 

o f  O a b r ie l le  L am b erc ie r , Jea n -Jac q u e s  awakened w ith  a s to n ish m e n t and de­

l i g h t  t o  th e  w orld  o f  s e n s u a l  p le a s u r e .  " . . .  J 'a v a i s  tro u v e  dans l a  dou-
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l e u r , "  he c o n fe s s e s ,  "dans l a  h o n te  m§me, un melange de s e n s u a l i t e  qu i 

m 'a v a i t  l a i s s e  p lu s  de d e s i r  que de c r a in te  de l 'e p r o u v e r  d e re c h e f  p a r  l a  

m§me m ain. I I  e s t  v r a i  q u e , comme i l  se  m e la i t  sans dou te  eL c e la  quelque  

i n s t i n c t  p reco ce  du sexe  l e  m§me ch& tim ent req u  de son  f r e r e  ne m 'eu t p o in t  

p a ru  p l a i s a n t . " '1' W hile lo n g in g  f o r  a  r e tu r n  engagem ent, th e  c h i ld  d a re d  n o t 

m ishehave , f o r  f e a r  o f  d is p le a s in g  M ile . L am b erc ier. A p a th o lo g ic a l  f e a r

o f  d i s p le a s in g ,  as w e l l  as t h i s  "unavow able" t a s t e  f o r  p u n ish m en t, t h e r e -

2a f t e r  c h a r a c te r iz e d  R o u sseau 's  s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s .  He p r e f e r r e d  th e  m en ta l 

p a in  o f  shame ( t o  w hich he was u n u su a lly  s u s c e p t ib le )  o r  p h y s ic a l  p a in  (even 

in  th e  form o f  s e l f - r e s t r a i n t )  t o  th e  r i s k  o f  r e j e c t i o n  by th e  o b je c t  o f  

h is  d e s i r e ,  by s o c ie ty  o r  by th e  S o v ere ig n  Judge — ev id en ce  o f  th e  e x te n t  

to  w hich h i s  ch ild h o o d  in s e c u r i t y  was t o  dom inate h is  e n t i r e  l i f e  in  a l l  i t s  

a s p e c ts .

E v e n tu a lly  th e  second  sp an k in g  came, t h i s  tim e  r e v e a l in g  a  second  te n ­

dency w hich was t o  become c h a r a c t e r i s t i c :  " . . .  I d l e .  L am bercier s 1e ta n t

sa n s rd o u te  apercufia  quelque  s ig n e  que l e  ch d tim en t n ' a l l a i t  pas  a  son b u t , 

d e c la r a  q u 'e l l e  y  re n o n g a it  e t  q u ' i l  l a  f a t i g a i t  t r o p ." ~  Unable to  a c t

1I b i d . , p . 15.

2"Mon an c ien  gotlt d 'e n f a n t ,  au l i e u  de s 'e v a n o u i r  s 'a s s o c i a  te l le m e n t  a  
l ' a u t r e  que j e  ne pus jam a is  l ' e c a r t e r  des d e s i r s  a llum es p a r  mes s e n s ;  e t  
c e t t e  f o l i e ,  j o i n t e  a  ma t im id i t e  n a tu r e l l e  m 'a  to u jo u r s  rendu  t r e s  peu  e n t r e -  
p re n a n t p re s  des femmes, f a u te  d '5 s e r  to u t  d i r e  ou de p o u v o ir  to u t  f a i r e ;  l ' e s -  
pece de jo u is s a n c e  don t l ' a u t r e  n ' e t a i t  p o u r moi que l e  d e r n ie r  te rm e  ne pou- 
v an t e t r e  u su rp ee  p a r  c e lu i  q u i l a  d e s i r e ,  n i  dev inee  p a r  c e l l e  q u i p e u t  l ' a c -  
c o rd e r . J ' a i  a i n s i  p a s s e  ma v ie  a  c o n v o ite r  e t  me t a i r e  aup res des p e rso n n es  
que j 'a i m a i s  l e  p lu s .  N 'o sa n t jam ais  d e c la r e r  mon g o tlt, j e  1 'am usaiS  du moins 
p a r  des r a p p o r ts  q u i n 'e n  c o n s e rv a ie n t  l ' i d e e .  E tre  avix genoux d 'im e  m a itr e s s e  
im p e r ie u s e , o b e ir  a  s e s  o r d r e s , a v o ir  des pardons a  l u i  dem ander, e t a i e n t  p o u r 
moi de t r e s  douces jo u is s a n c e s ,  e t  p lu s  ma v iv e  im a g in a tio n  m 'enfl& ram ait l e  
s a n g , p lu s  j 'a v a i s  l ' a i r  d 'u n  amant t r a n s i .  . . .  Dans t o u t  l e  cours  de ma v i e ,  
em porte q u e lq u e fo is  p re s  de c e l l e s  que j 'a i m a i s  p a r  l e s  fu re u rs  d 'u n e  p a s s io n  
qu i m '5 t a i t  l a  f a c u l t e  de v o i r ,  d 'e n te n d r e ,  h o rs  de s e n s ,  e t  s a i s i  d 'u n  tre m b le -  
ment c o n v u ls i f  dans t o u t  mon c o rp s , jam ais  j e n n 'a i  pu p re n d re  s u r  moi de l e u r  
d e c la r e r  ma f o l i e ,  e t  d 'im p lo r e r  d 'e l l e s  dans l a  p lu s  in tim e  f a m i l i a r i t e  l a  
s e u le  fa v e u r  q u i m anauait aux a u t r e s . "  I b i d . , pp . 17-18 .

% b i d . . p .  15. ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)
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a g g r e s s iv e ly , R ousseau chose t o  a c t  p a s s iv e ly  by s e c r e t l y  i n v i t i n g  th e  

second p a r ty  t o  ta k e  th e  i n i t i a t i v e . ^

This i s  th e  f i r s t  in c id e n t  in  R o u sse au 's  h i s to r y  w hich we can see  as 

abnorm al w ith o u t h a v in g  re c o u rse  t o  o u r knowledge o f  th e  rem ain d er o f  h is  

l i f e ,  a lth o u g h  we have seen  in d ic a t io n s  o f  h is  go ing  in  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f 

masochism in  ou r d is c u s s io n  o f  h is  g u i l t  f e e l in g s .  We have a ls o  observed  a 

t a s t e  f o r  v io le n t  s e n s a t io n s  d e v e lo p in g , a c q u ire d  th ro u g h  p a te r n a l  h e re d i ty  

and en v iro n m en t, w ith  th e  a id  o f  P lu ta r c h ia n  and Genevan m i l i t a r y  o r ie n ta ­

t io n s  and th e  C h u rch 's  h e l l f i r e - a n d - b r im s to n e  th e o lo g y . R ousseau s t r e s s e s  

h is  s t ro n g  and p re c o c io u s  s e n s u a l i t y ,  d e s c r ib in g  h im s e lf  as h av in g  "un tempera^- 

ment t r e s  a r d e n t ,  t r e s  l a s c i f ,  t r e s  p re c o c e ."  We must now f u r th e r  in q u ire  

as to  w hat d e f le c te d  t h i s  a c t iv e  d r iv e  i n t o  m asochism .

Looking back  on R o u sseau 's  p re v io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  women, as we have 

rem arked , th e  G enevan 's  mind was g e a red  to w ard  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  sexes 

— f a c t  bo rne  o u t by I s a a c  R o u sse au 's  double  l i f e .  .Tean-Jacques was p re v e n ted  

from fo llo w in g  h is  f a t h e r 's  exam ple and jo in in g  th e  "roughnecks" in  th e  s t r e e t  

becau se  o f  th e  i s o l a t i o n  im posed on him . He th u s  s p e n t most o f  h is  ch ild h o o d  

in  a  fem in in e  w o rld  whose members ~  i d e a l i z e d  a d u l t s  — p o sse sse d  e i t h e r  

m a te rn a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  (Aunt Suzanne and J a c q u e l in e )  o r  e r o t i c  c h a r a c te r i s ­

t i c s  (A s tre e  e t  a l , ) .  "Enjoym ent" o f  an i d e a l i z e d  woman o f  t h i s  ty p e  i s ,  o f  

c o u rs e , dependent on em o tio n a l a c t i v i t y  and p h y s ic a l  p a s s i v i t y ,  w i th ,  in  th e  

l a t t e r  c a s e , f r u s t r a t i o n  and p a in  b e in g  e q u a te d  t o  h e ro ism  and p e rs o n a l  w o rth . 

I t  was t o  t h i s  co n cep t t h a t  R ousseau awoke.

■^See Jean  S t a r o b i n s k i , L 'O e il  v iv a n t  ( P a r i s :  G a llim a rd , 1961) and Jea n - 
Jacques R ousseau. La tr a n s p a re n c e  e t  1 ' o b s ta c le  ( P a r i s :  G a llim a rd , 1971) 
f o r  a more com plete d is c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  a sp e c t o f  R o u sse au 's  e x p e r ie n c e .

2
C o n fe s s io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p .  17.



85

R eal g i r l s  do n o t seem to  have e x is t e d  in  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' ch ild h o o d  

harem . T here was one g i r l  in  th e  fa m ily , Aunt C lerm onde 's  s te p d a u g h te r  

Fanchon, one y e a r  younger th a n  Rousseau. A lthough  he  l i k e d  t h i s  g i r l  and 

l a t e r  h e lp e d  h e r  in  a  moment o f  d i f f i c u l t y ,  she does n o t seem t o  have made 

any im p re ss io n  on him . I t  was th e  i d e a l i z e d  view o f  m ature women ah d 'cv ir-  

g in a l  dam sels t h a t  R ousseau was to  c h e r is h  a l l  h is  l i f e ,  women as r e l a t i v e l y  

u n to u ch ab le  a r i s t o c r a t s  o r  A s tr£ e ~ lik e  g o d d esses.

R ousseau was th e  f i r s t  t o  concede t h a t  h i s  e r o t i c  p a s s iv i t y  was la r g e ly  

due t o  " p re ju d ic e s  o f  e d u c a tio n "  — th e  P u r i t a n i c a l  t e r r o r i s m  in  w hich he 

was r a i s e d ,  te a c h in g  him t o  i d e n t i f y  p le a s u r e  w ith  g u i l t  and sex  w ith  s in .  

"S i jam ais  e d u c a tio n  f u t  m odeste e t  c h a s te ,"  he a f f i r m e d ,  " c 'e s t  assur£m ent 

c e l l e  que j ' a i  reg u e . . . .  Non seulem ent j e  n 'e u s  j u s q u 'a  mon ad o lescen ce  

aucune id e e  d i s t i n c t e  de l 'u n io n  des s e x e s ;  mais ja m a is  c e t t e  id e e  confuse  

ne s ' o f f r i t  a  moi que sous une image o d ie u se  e t  d e g o Q t a n t e , R o u s s e a u

-*-"Une e d u c a tio n  m odeste e t  sev e re  a v a i t  rem p li mon co eu r des s e n tim e n ts  
h o n n e tes  e t  d 'u n e  h o r re u r  in v in c ib le  p o u r l a  d ebauche; to u te s  l e s  id e e s  qu i 
s 'y  r a p p o r ta ie n t  m 'in s p i r a i e n t  l 'a v e r s i o n ,  l e  d eg o frt, l ' e f f r o i .  La s e u le  
pensee  de l 'u n io n  des sexes me p a r a i s s a i t  s i  inf§m e q u 'e l l e  e u t am o rti mes 
im a g in a tio n s  l a s c i v e s ,  s i  e l l e  me fu t  venue en meme tem ps. . . .  P lu s  t a r d  
l 'e x e m p le  de l a  s o u i l lu r e  de mes cam arades l o in  de v a in c r e  mon dego&t l 'a u g -  
m e n ta i t .  J e  n 'e n v is a g e a is  des f i l l e s  p u b lia u e s  q u 'a v e c  h o r r e u r ,  e t  gr3.ce 
aux so in s  des p e rso n n es  sages q u i m 'a v a ie n t e l e v e , 1 ' i n s t i n c t  de l a  n a tu re  
se  c a c h a i t  s i  b ie n  dans mes f a n t a i s i e s , q u 'a p r e s  a v o i r  f a i t  d e ja  d 'a s s e z  
g rands voyages e t  vecu parm i to u te s  s o r te s  de g e n s , j ' a v a i s  a t t e i n t  ma d ix -  
n eu v ien e  annee [ in  r e a l i t y ,  i t  was h is  s ix te e n th  y e a r ]  av an t que mon sexe  
me f u t  b ie n  connu.

"P lu s  i n s t r u i t , j e  g a rd a i to u jo u rs  ma p re m ie re  re te n u e  au p res  des femmes.
L 'am our s e u l  m 'e g a ra , jam ais  l a  d ib au ch e ; mes sens f u r e n t  to u jo u r s  d i r i g e s  
p a r  mon c o eu r: l a  h on te  c o n se rv a tr ic e  des m oeuwne m 'abandonna Ja m a is , e t  
a u ta n t  que Je  p u is  a l l e r  aux germes le s  p lu s  p ro fo n d s  de mes p a s s io n s  s e c r e t e s ,  
c e t t e  h o n te  f u t  en co re  en p a r t i e  l 'o u v ra g e  de mes p re m ie rs  g o frts , to u jo u r s  
s u b s i s t a n t s ,  A quoi bon d e v e n ir  e n tre p re n a n t  p o u r n 'o b t e n i r  q u 'a  demi l e s  
p l a i s i r s  d e s i r e s ?  Ceux dont je  n 'o s a i s  p a r l e r  p o u v a ie n t s e u ls  donner to u t  
l e u r  p r i x  aux a u t r e s .  Ceux q u 'o n  d e v a it  p a r ta g e r  I t a i e n t  p ro p o s a b le s ;  mais 
qu i n 'e u t  dedaigne  de r i d i c u l e s  so in s  q u i ,  p o u r  t r o p  p l a i r e  a, c e lu i  q u i l e s  
r e c e v a i t ,  n u i s a ie n t  so u v en t a  c e l l e  qu i l e s  d a ig n a i t  p re n d re ?
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s t r e s s e s  h is  lo n g  ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  m echanics o f  th e  s e x u a l a c t .  I t  and 

e v e ry th in g  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  i t  ( p r o s t i t u t e s ,  d eb au ch ery , even a n im a ls ' p ro -  

c r e a t iv e  a c t i v i t i e s )  f i l l e d  him w ith  h o r r o r ,  s c o r n ,  f r i g h t  and n a u se a . 

C o u n tle ss  exam ples o f  R o u sseau 's  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  te rm s such  as " p u r i t y , "  

"h o n o ra b le n e ss"  and "h o n es ty "  t o  s e x u a l a b s t in e n c e ,  as opposed t o  te rm s o f  

" d i r t y i n g , "  " u n h e a l th f u ln e s s "  and " b r u t a l i t y "  a p p lie d  to  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ,  

b e a r  t h i s  o u t .  S ta ro b in s k i  observ es  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t th e  s e x u a l  d e s i r e  b u t  

i t s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  R ousseau co n ce iv es  as s i n f u l .  Thus R o u sse au 's  a f f i r m a ­

t i o n :  "Avec un san g  b r t i la n t  de s e n s u a l i t e  p re sq u e  des ma naissance_, j e  me

c o n se rv a i p u r  de t o u te  s o u i l l u r e  Ju sq u ^a  l '& g e  oil l e s  tem peram ents l e s  p lu s  

f r o id s  e t  l e s  p lu s  t a r d i f s  se  d e v e l o p p e n t . A n d  a g a in : " V o ila  comment mes

s e n s ,  d 'a c c o r d  avec mon humeur tim id e  e t  mon e s p r i t  rom anesque, m 'o n t con­

s e rv e  des s e n tim e n ts  p u rs  e t  des moeurs h o n n § te s , p a r  l e s  memes goftts q u i ,  

p e u t - e t r e  avec un peu  p lu s  d 'e f f r o n t e r i e , m 'a u ra ie n t  p lo n g e  dans l e s  p lu s  

b r u t a l e s  v o l u p t e s , - 2 S ta ro b in s k i  th u s  i n t e r p r e t s  R o u sseau 's  su b co n sc io u s  

re a so n in g ;c o n c e rn in g  p a s s io n s  in  g e n e ra l :  t o  d e s i r e  i s  t o  be  exposed  t o  s i n ,

o f  i t s e l f  a  sham efu l th in g .  S in ce  th e  s in  i s  th e  p le a s u r e f u l  s a t i s f a c t i o n

“H' a v a i s - j e  done des moeurs reg im es que p a rc e  que j 'a v a i s  des g o tlts  de­
p ra v e s?  C e tte  consequence s e r a i t  i n j u s t e  e t  o u tr6 e . Un n a t u r e l  t im id e ,  un 
co eu r t e n d r e ,  une im a g in a tio n  rom anesque m S la ien t 1 ' amour e t  l a  re te n u e  a  
to u s  mes d e s i r s :  un goGt c o n s ta n t p o u r 1 'h o n n S te te ,  l a  d ecen ce , une a v e r­
s io n  p o u r 1 ' im pudence, p o u r l a  debauche , p o u r to u s  l e s  e x c e s , f u r e n t  en moi 
le s  f r u i t s  d 'u n e  e d u c a tio n  to u jo u r s  m odeste e t  s a in e ,  quoique d 'a i l l e u r s  
f o r t  m elee e t  f o r t  peu  s u iv i e ;  m ais dans un c a r a c te r e  doux e t  s e n s ib le  a  l a  
h o n te ,  l e s  d e s i r s  q u 'e l l e  c a c h a i t  l a i s s e r e n t  moins de fo rc e  aux a u t r e s .  D eja  
d isp o se  a  m 'a t ta c h e r  aux p e rso n n es  p lu s  q u 'a  l e u r  s e x e , d e ja  c r a i n t i f  p a r  l e  
dan g er de d e p la i r e ,  j e  m 'a f f e c t io n n a is  aux a c te s  de so u m iss io n ; j e  t r o u v a is  
a in s i  l e  moyen de me ra p p ro c h e r  p a r  q u e lq u e  c 3 te  de l 'o b j e t  de ma c o n v o i t is e  
en co n fo n d an t 1 ' a t t i t u d e  d 'u n  amant s u p p l ia n t  avec c e l l e  d 'u n  e c o l i e r  p e n i­
t e n t .  E tre  aux genoux d 'u n e  m a itre s s e  im p e rieu se  e t a i t  p o u r moi l a  p lu s  
douce des f a v e u rs .  On s e n t  que c e t t e  m aniere  de f a i r e  1 ' amour n 'a m e n a it  pas 
des p ro g re s  b ie n  r a p i d e s , e t  ne m e t ta i t  p as  en g ran d  p 6 r i l  l a  v e r tu  de c e l l e s  
q u i en e t a i e n t  l ' o b j e t . "  C o n fess io n s  d r a f t ,  O.C. I ,  pp . 1156-1157*

•̂•C o n fe ss io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p .  l 6 .

2I b i d . , p .  17.



o f  a  d e s i r e ,  R ousseau d e s i r e d ,  p a ra ly z e d  (an d  o f te n  im ag in in g  h im s e lf  un­

aware o f  th e  o b je c t  o f  h is  d e s i r e ) .  Any norm al man w ould fo r g e t  h is  s e l f -  

image in  a  moment o f  p a s s io n  o r ,  on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  r e s t r a i n  h i s  p a s s io n  in  

th e  name o f  h is  im age. R ousseau  c o u ld  do n e i t h e r .  D e fen se le ss  when a s s a i l e d  

by d e s i r e ,  b ecau se  o f  i n s e c u r i t y  he was u n a b le  to  face  e v e n tu a l r e j e c t i o n ,  

e i t h e r  by th e  lo v e - o b je c t  ( i f  t h e  d e s i r e  in  q u e s t io n  happened t o  be s e x u a l)  

o r  by th e  ju d g in g  "eye" o f  th e  p u b l i c ,  r e a l  o r  im ag in a ry . A lthough Rousseau 

would som etim es a tte m p t t o  r e t a i n  h i s  n e c e s sa ry  f e e l in g  o f  innocence  by 

s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  a v o id in g  t h i s  w i tn e s s ' g a z e , h i s  co n sc ien ce  n e v e r  l e f t  him 

co m fo rtab le  when he in d u lg e d  in  a c t iv e  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  Thus he g e n e ra l ly  f o l ­

lowed th e  p a s s iv e  r o u te .  S in ce  w hat he so u g h t was a  g e n e ra l  f e e l in g  r a th e r  

th a n  th e  s p e c i f i c  o b je c t  o f  h is  d e s i r e  anyway, he c o u ld  n o t on ly  escape  

g u i l t  in  t h i s  way b u t p ro c u re  th e  n a r c i s s i s t i c  p le a s u re  o f  d e s i r in g  and o f  

s e e in g  h im s e lf  d e s i r e d  ( th u s  v ic a r io u s ly  d e s i r in g  h im s e lf ) .

To th e  m a so c h is t n o t d a r in g  t o  p a r ta k e  o f  a c t iv e  p le a s u r e ,  th e  same 

g r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  e n jo y ed  w ith  im p u n ity  in  r e l i e f  from d is c o m fo r t ,  as in  

R o u sseau 's  p en ch an t f o r  c o n f e s s io n a l  c a th a r s i s  in  s i t u a t i o n s  where p a s s io n a te  

d e s ir e  i s  in v o lv e d , h ig h ly  e m o tio n a l communions accom panied by w eep ing , 

s e rv in g  in c id e n ta l l y  t o  win th e  a p p ro v a l o f  and t o  l i n k  him w ith  an adm ired 

and re s p e c te d  m e d ia to r  s e r v in g  as ju d g e : one o f  f r i e n d s h ip 's  r o le s  inr.Rous-

s e a u 's  p a s s io n a te  l i f e .

Beyond t h i s ,  we m ust b e a r  in  mind th e  r o le  o f  R o u sseau 's  demanding 

g e n iu s . W hereas a  f le s h -a n d -b lo o d  woman r e q u i r e s  th e  commitment o f  a p o r t io n  

o f  a m an 's a c t iv e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  R o u sse au 's  a c t iv e  s i d e ,  as w i l l  l a t e r  become 

e v id e n t ,  was a lre a d y  t o t a l l y  com m itted  t o  h is  "honor"  — a t  f i r s t  conceived  

as th e  r e p a i r  o f  h is  damaged s e l f - im a g e ,  f i n a l l y  grow ing i n t o  h is  g re a t  m is­
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s io n .  A l l  h is  l i f e ,  Rousseau f l e d  commitment in  a l l  i t s  fo rm s, from 

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  t o  o b l ig a t io n .  An u n a t t a i n a b l e ,  i d e a l i z e d  woman, on th e  

o th e r  h a n d , re q u ire s  only th e  p a s s iv e  p e r s o n a l i t y  and i s  a  p o t e n t i a l  so u rce  

o f  p r o te c t io n ,  su sten an ce  and g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  humble 

r o le  o f  " c h ild "  o r  "pauper" o r  " v ic t im "  i s  a  u s e f u l  p r e t e x t ,  as lo n g  as i t  

i s  accom panied by some fa c e -s a v in g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  (a  p re c o c io u s  c h i l d ,  

a  p au p e r by cho ice  and v i r t u e , an u n ju s t ly - p e r s e c u te d  v ic t im ) .  Thus th e  

v e ry  r e a l  d isappo in tm en t b eh in d  R o u sseau ’ s to n g u e - in -c h e e k  c o n c lu s io n  to  

h is  v e rs io n  o f  th e  spanking  in c id e n ts  " . . .  J ’eu s  desorm ais l 'h o n n e u r  dont 

j e  me s e r a i s  b ien  pass£  d 'e t r e  t r a i t e  p a r  [M ile . L am bercier] en g rand  

g a rg o n ." 1

F in a l ly ,  we must no te  R o u sse au 's  o f te n -re m a rk e d  " n a tu r a l  t i m i d i t y , "  o r  

f e a r  o f  r e j e c t i o n  caused by h is  i n s a t i a b l e  n eed  f o r  a f f e c t io n  and  a p p ro v a l, 

i t s e l f  la r g e ly  stemming from h is  i n s e c u r i t y .

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t  R o u sse au 's  d e la y e d  e n t r y  i n to  th e  s o c i a l  e n v iro n ­

ment c o in c id e d , o r  came c lo se  to  c o in c id in g ,  w ith  th e  f i r s t  i n d ic a t io n s  o f  

oncoming p u b e r ty , whereas a  c h i ld  n o rm a lly  h as  from  f iv e  t o  t e n  y e a r s  t o  

ad ap t t o  th e  f i r s t  tra u m a tic  e x p e r ie n c e  b e f o r e  ta k in g  on th e  sec o n d , ( i t  

h as  been  observed  th a t  th e re  was no s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h ip  betw een p a r e n t -  

f ig u r e s  e i t h e r  in  J e a n -Ja c q u e s ' home o r  a t  th e  L a m b e rc ie rs .)

The q u e s tio n  o f  " l a t e n t  h o m o sex u a lity "  on R o u sseau 's  p a r t ,  h a v in g  been  

b ro u g h t up in  r e c e n t  c r i t i c i s m ,  m ust be b r i e f l y  c o n s id e re d , e s p e c ia l l y  in  

t h a t  R ousseau 's  case  does in d e ed  c o n ta in  symptoms o f te n  le a d in g  t o  th e  

p re fe re n c e  fo r  members o f o n e 's  own se x . O b v io u s ly , t h i s  i s  as e a sy  and 

vague a co n c lu s io n  to  draw as i t  i s  in p o s s ib l e  to  p ro v e , one way o r  th e  

o th e r .  I f ,  by " l a t e n t  h o m o sex u a lity "  i s  m eant a  co n sc io u s  o r  su b co n sc io u s  

b u t ,  a t  any r a t e ,  f r u s t r a t e d  d e s i r e  t o  have s e x u a l  in te r c o u r s e  w i th  a member
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o f  o n e 's  own s e x ,  l i k e  everyone and perh ap s more e a s i l y  th a n  many, R ousseau 

c o u ld  c e r t a in l y  co n ce iv ab ly  have gone in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  g iven  th e  r i g h t  

c irc u m s ta n c e s . But th e  whole q u e s tio n  i s  made i r r e l e v a n t  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  

th e s e  c irc u m stan c es  n e v e r  o c c u rre d . F u rth e rm o re , R ousseau was " c h i l d l i k e , "  

n o t "w om anlike,"•*■ and i t  i s  somehow d i f f i c u l t  t o  co n ce iv e  o f  h is  w i l l i n g ly  

ex ch an g in g  th e  sensuous d e l ig h ts  o f  th e  "enormous am p litu d e"  o f  some 

" d a z z l in g ly  w h ite  bosom" (u s in g  h is  own d e s c r ip t iv e  te rm s) f o r  a  bony and 

h a i r y  c h e s t .  However, s t r a n g e r  th in g s  have happened.

I f ,  on th e  o th e r  hand , by " l a t e n t  h o m o sex u a lity "  i s  m eant a  s e x u a l 

e lem en t c o n ta in e d  in  th e  em otion d e r iv e d  from a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  a  member 

o f  o n e 's  own sex  — w hich in c id e n ta l l y  i s  a  s ig n  o f  g re a t  sym pathy and emo­

t i o n a l  c a p a c ity  r a t h e r  th a n  o f  weakness — we have no e v id en ce  s u g g e s tin g  

t h a t  t h i s  was o r  was n o t th e  c a s e ,  b u t le a v e  th e  p o in t  op en , f a i l i n g  t o  see  

t h a t  e i t h e r  c o n c lu s io n  would make a  g re a t  d i f f e r e n c e .

I f ,  f i n a l l y ,  by " l a t e n t  hom o sex u a lity "  i s  meant a  p re fe re n c e  f o r  s o c i a l  

in te r c o u r s e  w ith  members o f  o n e 's ' own s e x , th e n  we m ust c o n c lu d e , a  l a  N or- 

m ande. "y e s"  and "n o ."  "Yes" th ro u g h  R o u sseau 's  Genevan in f lu e n c e  and 

th ro u g h  th e  f a c t ,  w hich w i l l  l a t e r  become e v id e n t ,  t h a t  t h i s  b r i l l i a n t  man 

knew no t r u l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y - i n t e r e s t i n g  women who d id  n o t a ls o  p o s se s s  a 

r e p e l l i n g  c a t t i n e s s . 2 "No" in  t h a t  R ousseau was alw ays a t t r a c t e d  t o  th e  

g e n t le n e s s  and s e r e n i ty  found more o f te n  in  women th a n  in  men, p e rh a p s  n o t 

f e e l in g  th r e a te n e d  by th e  F a i r  Sex. F a r from  b e in g  a n t i - f e m in i s t  and f e a r in g

Cv

^ S ta ro b in s k i  a t t r i b u t e s  th e  th e o r ie s  o f  " l a t e n t  h o m o sex u a lity "  t o  Rous­
s e a u 's  em phasis o f  th e  s id e  o f  h is  n a tu re  w hich he  c a l l s  " fem in in e"  (m eaning 
" p a s s iv e " )  — a m is in te r p r e ta t io n  on th e  r e a d e r 's  p a r t .  The c r i t i c  see s  
R o u sse au 's  sex u a l, p a s s iv i ty  as a n o th e r  te c h n iq u e  (a lo n g  w ith  e x h ib i t io n is m , 
onan ism , even i l l n e s s )  to  a v o id  a c t iv e  se x u a l in t e r c o u r s e ,  w hich he had  been 
c o n d it io n e d  to  se e  as re p u g n a n t, even s i n f u l ,  and w hich r i s k e d  d ev e lo p in g  
i n to  a r e l a t i o n s h ip  t h a t  w ould underm ine h is  in d ep en d en ce .

%wo e x c e p tio n s  ( J u l i e  von B ondeli and " H e n r ie t te " )  who e n te r e d  h i s  l i f e  
th ro u g h  co rresp o n d en ce  d u rin g  h is  f i f t i e s  came a t  to o  storm y a  p e r io d  fo r  
him  to  f u l l y  a p p re c ia te  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l .
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fem ale d o m in a tio n , as has been  su g g e s te d , R ousseau welcomed i t  as lo n g  as 

i t  was c h a r a c te r iz e d  by g e n t le n e s s ,  t a c t  and g o o d w ill.

In  c o n c lu s io n , B ossey , R o u sse au 's  e a r ly  e x p e r ie n c e  in  human r e l a t i o n s ,  

has r e v e a le d  t h a t  R ousseau c l e a r ly  r e q u i r e d ,  to  ach iev e  f r ie n d s h ip  in  th e  

narrow  sen se  o f  th e  te rm , e i t h e r  a  man o r  woman e x t r a o r d in a r i l y  g i f t e d  in  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  l u c i d i t y ,  u n d e rs ta n d in g , g e n t le n e s s ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  

c o n s ta n c y . . .  o r  a  g o o d -n a tu re d , f a i t h f u l  lapdog  l i k e  Abraham B e rn a rd , o f f e r i n g  

n e i t h e r  r e s i s t a n c e ,  t h r e a t  n o r  u n t r u s tw o r th in e s s ,  and r e q u i r in g  commitment 

o f  th e  p a s s iv e  b u t n o t th e  a c t iv e  segm ent o f  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y  w hich co u ld  

th u s  be d iv e r te d  i n t o  o th e r  p u r s u i t s .

A lthough  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  d id  n o t r e a l i z e  i t  a t  t h e  t im e ,  B ossey was th e  

scen e  o f  h is  i n i t i a t i o n  in to  " c i v i l i z a t i o n . "  T h is  im p o rta n t s te p  b e a r s  

e x a m in a tio n .

T u rn in g  back  t o  R o u sseau 's  th e o ry  o f  e v o lu t io n ,  we see  th e  o n s e t o f  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  as b e in g  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  " t r u th "  and "ap­

p e a r a n c e ."  T ak in g  from R o u sse au 's  th e o ry  th e  e lem en ts  a p p l ic a b le  t o  h i s  own 

e x p e r ie n c e ,  we f in d  th e  fo llo w in g : As lo n g  as nan had been  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t

( c f .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  a t  hom e), h is  commerce w ith  o th e rs  had been in d ep en d en t 

and a  so u rce  o f  p le a s u r e ;  b u t  as soon as one man needed a n o th e r  ( c f .  Jean^  

Jacq u es  "p o o r o rp h a n " ) ,  s e r v i tu d e  and m isery-1- w ere b o rn . A man now depended 

on th e  a r b i t r a r y  a p p ro v a l o f  th o se  in  a  h ig h e r  p o s i t io n  th a n  h i s .  I t  was a t  

B ossey , th e n ,  t h a t  " ap p ro v a l"  and " r e je c t io n "  to o k  on a l i f e - o r - d e a t h  conno­

t a t i o n .  T here to o  th e  " n a tu r a l "  — we w ould say  "n a iv e"  — c h i ld  was made

^■Rousseau d e f in e s  " s e rv i tu d e "  as m oral c o n s t r a in t ,  o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
e x e r c is e  o n e 's  f r e e - w i l l ,  t o  make o n e 's  own d e c is io n s .  "M ise ry ,"  in  h is  
te r m s , i s  synonymous w ith  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  iiiposed  by e lem en ts  o th e r  th an  
o n e ' s f r e e - w i l l .
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aware o f  th e  n e x t s te p  in  th e  th e o r y ;  th e  v a lu e  r e v o lu t io n ,  w herein  men 

te n d  to  h ase  t h e i r  judgm ents on s u p e r f i c i a l i t i e s ,  on appearance  r a th e r  th an  

t r u t h .  H ypocrisy  was a  s u b t le  d e fe n s iv e  s k i l l  R ousseau was n e v e r to  a c q u ir e ,  

and he would th u s  be to s s e d  about m e r c i le s s ly  u n t i l  h is  much l a t e r  " i l lu m i­

n a tio n "  would b r in g  a c ro s s  w ith  u n m is tak ab le  c l a r i t y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  

d is c r im in a t io n  m u st, in  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  n e c e s s a r i ly  o c cu r . For th e  tim e  b e in g , 

how ever, le a r n in g  o f  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een h i s  own w orldview  and r e a l i t y  

was u p s e t t in g  enough f o r  th e  c h i l d ,  end in  h is  r e a c t io n  we see  a  glimmer 

o f  th e  fu tu r e  R ousseau.

He th u s  t e l l s  th e  s to r y :  A lone in  th e  s tu d y  one a f te rn o o n , abso rbed  in

h is  le s s o n ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was su d d en ly  c o n fro n te d  by a  p a i r  o f  angry Lamber­

c i e r s ,  a c c u s in g  him o f  h a v in g  b roken  a comb l e f t  t o  d ry  in  th e  a d jo in in g  

k itc h e n . The c h i l d 's  d e n ia ls  met w ith  d i s b e l i e f .  A p p earances, he vaguely  

r e a l i z e d ,  were a g a in s t  h im , and he  c o u ld  co n ce iv e  o f  no l o g i c a l  e x p la n a tio n . 

Y e t, knowing h im s e lf  t o  be in n o c e n t ,  he s tu b b o rn ly  r e i t e r a t e d  h is  d e n ia l .

The m a tte r  was t r e a t e d  as s e r i o u s ,  say s  R ousseau , ad d ing  t h a t  t h i s  was 

r i g h t l y  s o ,  s in c e  i l l - i n t e n t i o n , ly in g  and o b s t in a t io n  w ere in v o lv e d . Uncle 

G a b r ie l was c a l l e d  in  t o  i n f l i c t  th e  pun ish m en t. N o th in g , how ever, cou ld  

w re s t from th e  in n o c e n t v ic t im  th e  avowal o f  a  crim e o f  w hich he f e l t  

h im s e lf  t o  be in n o c e n t .  " . . .  T out ce que j e  s e n t a i s , "  he r e l a t e s ,  " c ' e t a i t  

l a  r ig u e u r  d 'u n  ch& tim ent e f f r o y a b le  po u r un crim e que j e  n 'a v a l s  pas com- 

m is. La d o u leu r du c o r p s ,  quo ique  v iv e ,  m 'e t a i t  p eu  s e n s ib l e ,  j e  ne sen­

t a i s  que 1 ' in d ig n a t io n ,  l a  r a g e ,  l e  d e s e s p o i r .1,1

F rie n d sh ip  p la y e d  a  r o le  in  th e  e x p e r ie n c e . "Mon co u sin  dans un cas 

a peu  p re s  se m b la b le , e t  qu*on a v a i t  pu n i d 'u n e  f a u te  in v o lo n ta i r e  comme

C o n f e s s i o n s . O.C. I ,  pp .  19 -20 .
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d ’un a c te  p re m £ d ite , se m e t ta i t  en f u r e u r  eL mon exem ple, e t  se  m o n ta i t ,  

p o u r a in s i  d i r e ,  a  mon u n is so n . Tous deux dans l e  m§me l i t  nous nous em- 

b ra s s io n s  avec des t r a n s p o r t s  c o n v u ls i f s ,  nous e t o u f f i o n s ; e t  quand nos 

je u n e s  co eu rs  un peu  s o u la g e s , p o u v a ie n t e x h a le r  l e u r  c o l e r e ,  nous nous 

le v io n s  s u r  n o tre  s e a n t , e t  nous nous m e ttio n s  to u s  deux & c r i e r  c e n t fo is  

de to u te  n o tr e  f o r c e : C a m ife x . C a rn ife x . C a m ife x .

I f  r e a d e r  im pact i s  c o n s id e ra b ly  d im in ish e d  by Abraham B e rn a rd 's  p a r t i c i ­

p a t io n  in  th e  in c id e n t ,  th e  v io le n t  jo y  se n se d  in  th e  above p a ssag e  s ta n d s  

as ev id en ce  t h a t  R o u sseau 's  masochism was n o t by any means l im i te d  t o  th e  

s e x u a l e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  narrow  sen se  o f  th e  te rm , b u t  t h a t  i t  c a r r i e s  o v er 

t o  f r ie n d s h ip  and even beyond. In d e e d , i t  i s  h ig h ly  no tew o rth y  t h a t  t h i s  

s e v e re  punishm ent calm ed Jea n -Jac q u e s  s e n s u a l i t y  f o r  " a  lo n g  t im e ,"  in d ic a t in g  

th e  im portance  o f  th e  e a r ly - a c q u ir e d  g u i l t - f a c t o r .  Having become a d d ic te d  

d u r in g  h is  e a r ly  ch ild h o o d  t o  s e lf - im m o la tin g  v io le n c e  as atonem ent f o r  

g u i l t  and s u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r  s i n f u l  a c t iv e  p l e a s u r e ,  he w ould th u s  need  " f ix e s "  

o f  v io le n c e  a t  r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s ,  w h e th e r th ro u g h  m e la n c h o lia , f r u s t r a t e d  

s e x u a l i t y ,  p a in ,  c o n fe s s io n , p e r s e c u t i o n . . .  and t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  re q u ir e d  

th e  v a l id a t io n  o f  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  w itn e s s  t o  p ronounce th e  p a rdon  and p e r ­

m it J e a n -Ja c q u e s  t o  l i v e  w ith  h im s e lf  f o r  a  w h ile  lo n g e r .

The i r r e s i s t i b l e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  s e l f - d i r e c t e d  v io le n c e ,  o p p osing  R o u sseau 's  

a ls o  u n d e n iab le  and c o n s ta n t ly - p ro fe s s e d  h o r r o r  o f  i t ,  p ro b a b ly  goes a l l  th e  

way back  t o  th e  b a s ic  l i f e -  and d e a t h - i n s t i n c t s .  T h e ir  e x c e s s e s ,  in  Rous­

s e a u 's  c a s e ,  may perh ap s be t r a c e d  t o  h is  g e n e t ic  o r ig in s  w here in  l i e  th e  

3eed  o f  h is  g re a tn e s s  and m ise ry . However, th e  im p o r ta n t th in g  t o  r e t a i n  

h e re  i s  th e  a r b i t r a r i n e s s ,  o r  i n j u s t i c e ,  o f  th e  undergone v io le n c e ,  as com­

p a re d  t o  Jean -Jacq u es*  good in t e n t io n s .  Going f a r  beyong th e  broken comb,

1  .
I b i d . , p .  20,



t h i s  e x i s t e n t i a l  i l lu m in a t io n  concerns o n e 's  r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  u n iv e rs e  and 

i t s  m o tiv a tin g  f o r c e ,  w h a tev e r i t  may h e . 1

The im m ediate s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  broken-com b in c id e n t  was p ro b a b ly  

l im i t e d  t o  th e  d isco v e ry  t h a t  most o f  us make a t  ad o le scen ce  and w hich many 

o f  us n e v e r  le a r n  to  fo rg iv e :  t h a t  grown-ups a re  n o t  i n f a l l i b l e .  "Nous

ne le s  re g a rd io n s  p lu s  comme des D ieux q u i l i s a i e n t  dans nos c o e u r s c o n ­

fe s s e d  R ousseau . For J e a n -J a c q u e s , how ever, t h i s  d is c o v e ry  was more tra u m a tic  

th a n  u s u a l .  S in ce  he form ed h i s  s e lf - im a g e  from h is  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

o th e r s '  a p p r a is a ls  o f  h im , th e  in c id e n t  m arked h is  lo s s  o f  c o n fid e n ce  in  

h is  own in n o c en c e . T h is e x p la in s  why, in  h is  e y e s ,  th e  w o rld  "darkened" 

around  him. U n fo r tu n a te ly , R o u sseau 's  h a b i t  o f  p r o te c t in g  h i s  s e lf - im a g e  

by rem a in in g  " b lin d "  to  u n p le a sa n t f a c t s  o f  l i f e  t h a t  m ight r e f l e c t  un­

fa v o ra b ly  on h im s e lf ,  w ould le a d  to  an e v e n tu a l  s e r i e s  o f  such  " i l lu m in a t io n s .  

N o n e th e le s s , R ousseau t h e r e a f t e r  c a r r ie d  w ith  him a  vague f e e l in g  o f  p a ra -

^ o u s s e a u 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  consequences o f  th e  in c id e n t  shows t o  
what e x te n t  h is  w orld  was o v e r tu rn e d : " Je  sens en e c r iv a n t  c e c i que mon
p o u ls  s 'e l e v e  e n c o re ; ces moments me s e r o n t  to u jo u r s  p r e s e n ts  quand j e  
v iv r a i s  cen t m i l le  an s. Ce p re m ie r  s e n tim e n t de l a  v io le n c e  e t  de 1 ' i n ju s ­
t i c e  e s t  r e s t e  s i  p rofondem ent g rave  dans mon Sme que to u te s  l e s  id e e s  qui 
sTy ra p p o r te n t  me re n d e n t ma p rem ie re  em o tio n ; e t  ce s e n t im e n t ,  r e l a t i f  a 
moi dans son o r ig i n e ,  a  p r i s  une t e l l e  c o n s is ta n c e  en lu i-m em e, e t  s ' e s t  
te l le m e n t  d e tach e  de t o u t  i n t i r e t  p e r s o n n e l ,  que mon co eu r s 'en flam m e au  
s p e c ta c le  ou au r e c i t  de to u te  a c t io n  i n j u s t e ,  q u e l q u 'e n  s o i t  l ' o b j e t  e t  
en quelque  l i e u  q u 'e l l e  se  com m ette, comme s i  l ' e f f e t  en re to m b a it  s u r  moi. 
Quand j e  l i s  le s  c ru a u te s  d 'u n  ty ra n  f e r o c e ,  l e s  s u b t i l e s  n o irc e u rs  d 'u n  
fou rbe  de p r i t r e ,  Je p a r t i r a i s  v o lo n t ie r s  p o u r a l l e r  p o ig n a rd e r  cies m ise ra b le s  
d u s s a i - j e  c e n t f o is  y p e r i r .  Je  me s u is  so u v en t mis en n a g e , a  p o u rs u iv re  
a  l a  co u rse  ou a  coups de p i e r r e  un co q , une v a ch e , un c h ie n ,  tin an im al que 
j ' e n  v o y a is  to u rm e n te r  un a u tre  uniquem ent p a rc e  q u ' i l  se  s e n t a i t  l e  p lu s  
f o r t .  Ce mouvement p e u t m 'e t r e  n a t u r e l ,  e t  j e  c r o i s  q u ' i l  l ' e s t ;  m ais le  
s o u v e n ir  p ro fo n d  de l a  p rem ie re  i n j u s t i c e  que j ' a i  s o u f f e r te y  f u t  t r o p  lo n g - 
temps e t  t r o p  fo r tem e n t l i e ,  po u r ne 1 ' a v o ir  pas beaucoup r e n f o r c e ."  Con­
fe s s io n s  . O.C. I ,  p . 20.
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d is e  l o s t .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  now saw t h a t  p e r f e c t  harmony (S ta ro b in sk i c a l l s  i t  

" tr a n s p a re n c y " )  w ould n e v e r  r e ig n  a t  B ossey and t h a t ,  no m a tte r  how h a rd  he t r i e d ,  

he w ould neV er become th e  " id o l"  o f  th e  fam ily  t h e r e .^  C onceiving h is  g r e a t e s t  

p le a s u r e  as b e in g  lo v e d  by everyone  around h im , w ith  ev ery o n e , in  t u r n ,  lo v in g  

everyone e l s e ;  f in d in g  th e  absence o f  t h i s  p e r f e c t io n  in t o l e r a b l e ,  he chose to  

r e j e c t  th e  e n t i r e  en v iro n m en t, w hich had  ta k e n  on a sp e c ts  o f  th e  n ig h tm a r is h  

T h e a tre  o f  th e  A bsurd. T his a c t io n  was (p e rh ap s p re d ic ta b ly )  tak en  by p a s s iv e  

m eans. J e a n -Ja c q u e s  and a l t e r  ego Abraham began to  a c t l i k e  Bad B oys, becom ing 

sn e a k y , ly in g  and r e b e l l i o u s .  I t  to o k  v e ry  l i t t l e  to  d is g u s t  th e  L am berciers 

w ith  th e  b o a rd in g  sc h o o l b u s in e s s .  They soon s e n t  th e  boys back t o  U ncle G a b r ie l  

in  Geneva. H e re , th e  c y c le  began a g a in ,  w ith  c o n s id e ra b ly  le s s  s u c c e s s .  Both 

G a b r ie l  and T heodora B ern ard  w ere to o  in v o lv e d  w ith  t h e i r  own p a r t i c u l a r  m id d le -  

aged  m anias ~  he w ith  h is  p le a s u re s  and she h e r  p ie ty  — to  tak e  an i n t e r e s t  in  

th e  two tw e lv e - y e a r -o ld s  (n o t th e  most c a p t iv a t in g  age o f  ch ild h o o d , one m ust ad­

m i t ) .  The B e rn a rd s ' one concern  xras t o  s h ip  t h e i r  unwanted ward o u t o f  th e  house 

and in to  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip .  Abraham was n e g le c te d  to o .

L e f t on t h e i r  own, th e  boys re g a in e d  t h e i r  calm  and o rd e r ly  h a b i t s .  They 

r e t a in e d  t h e i r  i s o l a t e d  l i f e - s t y l e ,  av o id in g  th e  lo c a l  s t r e e t - g a n g s .  (M asses o f  

m e d io c r ity  n e v e r  i n t e r e s t e d  R ousseau  on a  p e r s o n a l  b a s i s . )  T h e ir games w ere make- 

b e l i e v e ,  a c t i n g  o u t th e  a d u l t  r o le s  th e y  would soon assume. J e a n -J a c q u e s ' n a t u r a l

B ossey was th u s  th e  s e t t i n g  f o r  g re a t  change in  R ousseau 's  l i f e .  At f i r s t  
a  g r e a t  p lay ro o m , i t  ev o lv ed  i n t o  th e  s e t t i n g  f o r  R o u sseau 's  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  
ch ild h o o d  was o v e r f o r  him and he was e n te r in g  upon a new phase o f  h i s  e x is te n c e .
On th e  one hand s t r i v i n g  tow ard  th e  assum ption  o f  th e  a d u lt  course o f  c o n d u c t, he 
a ls o  c lu n g  t o  th e  s a f e ty  o f  th e  ch ild h o o d  r o le  w ith  which he was f a m i l i a r .  T h is  i s  
a  no rm al phenom enon, b u t  th e  c o n f l i c t  was u n u su a lly  s e r io u s  w ith  R ousseau .
E x trem ely  d ependen t and in s e c u r e ,  he  n eed ed  a g re a t  d e a l o f  h e lp  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  
t o  see  him th ro u g h  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  moment. None was fo rth co m in g , an d , i n s t e a d  o f  
b e in g  r e s o lv e d ,  th e  p rob lem  c o n tin u e d  t o  r e in f o r c e  i t s e l f ,  becom ing, f o r  R ousseau , 
a  way o f  l i f e :  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  t e r r e s t r i a l  so jo u rn  would be sp en t a l t e r n a t i n g
betw een manhood and r e g r e s s io n  i n t o  th e  s e c u r i ty  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  c h ild h o o d . 
A lthough  t h i s  e x p e d ie n t w ould p rove s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g ive him th e  f e e l in g  o f  s a f e ty  
and in n o cen ce  and s p a re  him ex p o su re  t o  r e j e c t i o n ,  he would o fte n  d e p lo re  h is  
" a c t in g  l i k e  a  c h i ld  f o r  so  lo n g ."  C o n fess io n s  d r a f t ,  Q.C, I ,  p . 1156.
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le a n in g s  la y  in  th e  a r e a  o f  a r t s  and c r a f t s :  d raw in g , h a n d ic r a f t ,  p la y -

w r i t in g  and p la y - a c t in g .  The co u sin s  made m a rio n n e tte s  and gave perform ances 

fo r  th e  B'Srnard grow n-ups. J e a n -Ja c q u e s  w ro te  and d e l iv e re d  e d ify in g  s e r ­

mons. C aree r t a l k  was i n  th e  a i r :  Cousin Abraham was to  be  t r a in e d  as an

e n g in e e r  l ik e  h i s  f a t h e r  who h ad  la n d ed  a  f a i r l y  good jo b  w ith  th e  Genevan 

D epartm ent o f  F o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  No one knew w hat t o  do w ith  J e a n -J a c q u e s , who 

w anted t o  become a  glam orous m in i s t e r  b u t whose m a te rn a l in h e r i ta n c e  d id  n o t 

p e rm it th e  lu x u ry  o f  a  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . He was f i n a l l y  p la c e d  in  a p p re n tic e ­

sh ip  as a  law c le r k .

Je a n -Ja c q u e s  was f u r io u s .  The h e ro  as " s c r ib b l e r "  indeed .1 He so 

s co m ed  and d e sp is e d  th e  ig n o b le  c r a f t  im posed on him th a t  he was a s o r ry  

s ig h t  t o  h is  m a s te r ,^  who u t t e r l y  d e f l a t e d  him by sen d in g  him ig n o m in io u sly  

back t o  h is  u n c le ,  as to o  u n i n t e l l i g e n t  to  e x e r c is e  th e  " s c r ib b l in g "  p r o f e s ­

s io n . G a b r ie l B ern ard  th e n  p la c e d  h is  w ard u n d e r f iv e - y e a r  c o n tr a c t  w ith  

a second m a s te r , an e n g ra v e r . This tim e  th e  boy w ent humbly and q u ie t ly  t o  

h is  d e s t in y .

Je a n -Ja c q u e s  was t o  r e s id e  w ith  h is  second  m a s te r  f o r  th r e e  y e a r s .  His 

was a  co m p le te ly  new en v iro n m en t and s o c i a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  and we must lo o k  a t  

th e  r e l a t io n s h ip s  he form ed d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d .

When Jea n -Jac q u e s  e n te r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e ,  A bel Ducoramun was a brand-new  

m a s te r -e n g ra v e r , on ly  tw en ty  y e a r s  o ld ,  e a g e r  t o  a s s e r t  h i s  n e w ly -a cq u ired  

pow er, y e t ,  a t  th e  same t im e ,  u n ab le  t o  h an d le  i t .  P a in f u l ly  in e x p e r ie n c e d  

and u n su re  o f  h im s e l f ,  he  was n o t  up t o  th e  fo rm a tiv e  t a s k  b e fo re  him , and

^Rousseau o f te n  c o n fe s s e s  n e v e r  h av in g  le a r n e d  t o  h id e  h is  f e e l in g s .



he h id  h is  in a d e q u a c ie s  b e h in d  a  c lo a k  o f  a r ro g a n c e , to u g h n ess  and in ­

s e n s i t i v i t y .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  i t  was a t  t h i s  moment t h a t  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was 

d e s p e ra te ly  in  need  o f  a  man such  as Ducommun t o  s e t  him  on h i s  two f e e t  and

p re p a re  him  t o  defend  h im s e lf  in  th e  c r u e l  w o rld .

The e n g rav in g  p r o f e s s io n ,  c lo s e ly  enough r e l a t e d  t o  th e  b o y 's  c r e a t iv e  

i n s t i n c t s ,  p le a s e d  him o f  i t s e l f  and , s t i l l  sm a r tin g  from  h i s  r e j e c t i o n  as 

an u n f i t  " s c r i b b l e r , "  he hoped t o  re a c h  m aste ry  o f  th e  c r a f t .  R ousseau 

t e l l s  u s ,  how ever, t h a t  h i s  m a s te r 's  " c o n s t r a in t "  and " b r u t a l i t y "  q u ic k ly  

d is g u s te d  him w ith  th e  e n t i r e  b u s in e s s .  I t  i s  h a rd  t o  co n ce iv e  o f  J e a n -  

J a c q u e s ' e v e r  s u c c e s s fu l ly  a d ju s t in g  t o  th e  con finem en t o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  

d i s c i p l in e .  N early  t h i r t e e n ,  he had  n o t y e t  been  " fo rc e d "  to  do any s o r t  • 

o f  w ork , ex ce p t p e rh ap s  t o  le a r n  h is  c a te c h ism  w hich  he had n o t accom plished

w ith o u t d i f f i c u l t y .  Y ears l a t e r ,  he  w ould f in d  h im s e lf  u n ab le  to  com plete

s e v e r a l  s im p le  b o ta n ic a l  specim en b o o k s , in  s p i t e  o f  h is  p a s s io n  f o r  t h i s  

hobby, m erely  b ecau se  a  commitment t o  do so had  s t i f l e d  h is  f r e e - w i l l .  Con­

s t r a i n t  o f  any s o r t  was alw ays t o  g iv e  R ousseau a  f e e l in g  o f  s u f f o c a t io n .

Even fo rc e d  t o  make lo v e ,  he la u g h e d , he w ould n e i t h e r  w ant t o  do so  n o r 

succeed  in  making h im s e lf  p e rfo rm . However h a rd  he t r i e d  t o  r e s t r a i n  him­

s e l f ,  he always e v e n tu a l ly  ex p lo d ed  th u n d e ro u s ly  t o  freedom , t o  th e  shock 

and a s to n ish m en t o f  s p e c ta to r s  who, n o t u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h i s  f a c e t  o f  h is  p e r ­

s o n a l i t y ,  to o k  him f o r  madman o r  h y p o c r i te .

A bel Ducommun canno t b e  h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  in v o lv e d  in  

le a r n in g  a t r a d e  b u t r a th e r  f o r  g iv in g  R ousseau a  m a s te r - s la v e ,  o r  honor- 

shame, view o f  th e  m a s te r - a p p r e n t ic e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  th ro u g h  h i s  u n m is ta k ab ly , 

c o n c re te ly  and p u b l ic ly  t r e a t i n g  th e  bqy as i n f e r i o r .  Accustom ed t o  th e  

a lm ost p e r f e c t  co n fo rm ity  o f  l i f e - s t y l e s  r e ig n in g  in  a l l  c la s s e s  o f  e a r ly  

e ig h te e n th -c e n tu ry  Geneva, R ousseau was shockfed to  see  h im s e lf  t r e a t e d  d i f ­

f e r e n t ly  from h is  m a ste r  and th e  two o ld e r  journeym en. Meals w ere a  p a r t i c u -
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l a r  so u rc e  o f  h u m il ia t io n .  The young gourm and’s food was r a t io n e d  t o  him 

in  s u f f i c i e n t  b u t l im i te d  q u a n t i t i e s .  He was n o t a llo w ed  t o  j o i n  in  m eal­

tim e c o n v e rsa tio n s  and was s e n t  away b e fo re  d e s s e r t .  The p a in  was n o t  in  

th e  p r iv a t io n  b u t in  th e  i n s u l t i n g  s p e c ta c le  o f  th e  o t h e r s ’ en joym ent. "Je  

ne v o y a is  q u 'o b je t s  de jo u is s a n c e  p o u r d ’a u t r e s  e t  de p r iv a t io n s  p o u r moi 

s e u l , " ^  he e x p la in e d . Whereas a l e s s  im a g in a t iv e ,  more su b m iss iv e  boy 

m ight have been c o n te n t to  re c e iv e  n o u rish m e n t, a  room o f  h i s  own and 

t r a i n i n g  in  an h o n o rab le  c r a f t  f o r  th e  p r i c e  o f  th e  d is c o m fo rt and i n j u s t i c e  

o f te n  n e c e s s a r i ly  in h e re n t  in  le a r n in g  s i t u a t i o n s ,  th e  s i g h t  o f  th e  o t h e r s ’ 

l i b e r t y  s u f f i c e d  to  make R ousseau’ s " s e r v i tu d e "  u n b e a r a b le ,  and th e  p re se n c e  

o f  fo rb id d e n  f r u i t  made him co v e to u s . Nor c o u ld  he e sc a p e  in to  f a n ta s y :  h is  

room was c lo s e d t to  him excep t a t  bed tim e.

T his marks th e  b e g in n in g  o f  one o f  R o u sseau ’s a a d d e s t hou rs  and th e  

moment when th e  inadequacy  o f  h is  c h a r a c te r  and e a r ly  e d u c a t io n s in  p re p a r in g  

him f o r  s o c ia l  l i f e  become e v id e n t .  L ack ing  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  t o  meet and 

overcome th e  t e s t s  o f  s o c ie ty ,  he s im u lta n e o u s ly  r e j e c t e d  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  in  

w hich a  com plete and im m ediate dominance was d e n ied  him . He t r i e d  to  e scap e  

th e  p rob lem  by f le e in g  backw ard in  tim e . He seems f i r s t  t o  have t r i e d  t o  

engage one o f  h is  fo rm er " p a re n ts "  to  ta k e  him b a c k , sp en d in g  Sundays w ith  

th e  B ern ard s  and p ay in g  o c c a s io n a l v i s i t s  t o  th e  L am b erc ie rs  u n t i l  d is ­

couragem ent f i n a l l y  d i s t r a c t e d  him. H is a tte m p t t o  i n g r a t i a t e  h im s e lf  w ith  

h is  f a th e r  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o ig n a n t. Jea n -Jad q u e s  had  v i s i t e d  h i s  f a th e r  

in  Nyon from tim e  to  tim e s in c e  le a v in g  B ossey . T h e re , he had  found Is a a c  

R ousseau , now in  h is  s e d e n ta ry  f i f t i e s ,  th e  c e n te r  o f  a m erry  c i r c l e  o f

■̂ C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 32.
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f r i e n d s .  A c r u e l  s ig h t. 'g  As lo n g  as th e  v i s i t s  l a s t e d ,  th e  boy was a llo w ed  

t o  s h a re  h is  p o p u la r  f a t h e r 's  good fo r tu n e .  Then he would be s e n t  back  in to  

o b l iv io n .  D u rin g  one o f  h is  v i s i t s  t o  Nyon, Jean -Jacq u es  f e l l  in  lo v e  f o r  

th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  w ith  a  p re t ty - ,  c o q u e t t i s h  d e m o ise lle  o f  h is  f a t h e r 's  c i r c l e ,  

M ile , de V ulson . He was tw e lv e  and s h e ,  tw en ty -tw o . His f e e l i n g s ,  dev o id  

o f  s e n s u a l i t y ,  w ere n o n e th e le s s  o f  a  p a s s io n a te  n a tu re :  more th a n  mere

v a n i ty ,  as h as  been  s u g g e s te d , h i s  e n t i r e  i d e n t i t y  was a t  s ta k e  in  th e  r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p ,  and he to o k  th e  a f f a i r  w ith  d ead ly  s e r io u s n e s s .  The unw anted 

c h i ld  was a d m itte d ly  p la y in g  a  r o le  b e fo re  an a u d ie n c e , and s a v o r in g  b o th  

th e  e s c a p i s t  m ak e-b e liev e  and th e  i n g r a t i a t i n g  a p p lau se .

J e  l 'a i m a i s  s u r to u t  en g rande com pagnie; le s  p l a i s a n t e r i e s , l e s  
a g a c e r i e s , l e s  j a lo u s ie s  m§mes m 'a t t a c h a i e n t , m 'i n t ^ r e s s a i e n t ; j e
tr io m p h a is  avec o r g u e i l  de se s  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  p re s  des g rands r iv a u x
q u 'e l l e  p a r a i s s a i t  m a l t r a i t e r .  J ' e t a i s  to u rm e n te , mais j 'a i m a i s  ce 
to u rm e n t. Les a p p la u d is s e m e n ts , le s  en couragem en ts, l e s  r i s  m 'e c h a u f-  
f a i e n t , m 'a n im a ie n t. J 'a v a i s  des em portem ents, des s a i l l i e s :  j ' e t a i s  
tra n sp o rte d  d 'am our dans un c e r c le .  T e te - a - t§ te  J 'a u r a i s  e t e  con- 
t r a i n t ,  f r o i d ,  p e h t - e t r e  e n n u y e . l

Both as  p e rso n n ag e  and p e r fo rm e r , h i s  sen se  o f  honor had  been b r i e f l y

r e s to r e d  u n t i l  t h e  moment he was fo rc e d  t o  tu rn  back  t o  r e a l i t y :

Nos s e p a r a t io n s  ne se  f a i s a i e n t  jam a is  sans la rm e s , e t  i l  e s t  s i n -  
g u l i e r  dans q u e l v id e  a c c a b la n t j e  me s e n ta i s  p lo n g e  ap re s  1 ' a v o ir  
q u itted e . J e  ne p o u v a is  p a r l e r  que d 'e l l e  n i  p e n se r  q u 'a  e l l e j  mes 
r e g r e t s  e t a i e n t  v r a i s  e t  v i f s :  m ais j e  c r o is  q u 'a u  fond ces h e ro Jq u es
r e g r e t s  n '£ t a i e n t  p as  to u t  p o u r e l l e ,  e t  q u e , sans que j e  m 'en a p e r -  
g u s s e ,  l e s  amusements dont e l l e  e t a i t  l e  c e n tre  y a v a ie n t  l e u r  bonne 
p a r t .  ^

A ll  to o  so o n , th e  dam sel b e tra y e d  him by sudden ly  m arry in g . She had  been  

engaged  to  a  young man a l l  th e  tim e  o f  t h e i r  " a f f a i r . "  Only J e a n -Ja c q u e s  

had  been  unaw are o f  h e r  commitment. N early  f i f ty :  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  R ousseau had

•'■Ibid. , p .  28.

2I b i d . , p .  29.
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s t i l l  n o t fo rg iv e n  t h i s  p e r f id io u s  young lad y  f o r  th e  p u b l ic  h u m ilia t io n  

she had i n f l i c t e d  on him . He was n o t w ith o u t s e r io u s n e s s  when he s a id  

la u g h in g ly  — and n o te  th e  p ro u d  fe u d a l  te rm s  ~  " Je  J u r a i  dans mon n o b le  

cou rroux  de ne p lu s  v o i r  l a  p e r f i d e ,  n 'im a g in a n t  p as  p o u r e l l e  de p lu s  t e r ­

r i b l e  p u n i t i o n .” ^

Yet J e a n -Ja c q u e s  had  h i s  own wrongs to w ard  M ile , de V ulson . D uring  

th e  tim e o f  th e  " a f f a i r , ” a  s t r a n g e ,  in s c r u t a b l e ,  e n t e r p r i s in g  l i t t l e  

v ic ie u s e  named M ile . Goton had been c a u s in g  him in d e s c r ib a b le  d e l ig h ts  by 

w a llo p in g  h is  te n d e r  d e r r i e r e .  He had  managed somehow to  e n t ic e  h e r  to  

make th e  advances and was now e n jo y in g  an em o tio n a l r e le a s e  (he  was s t i l l  

f a r  from p u b e r t y ) . . .  b u t w hat v io le n t  em otion  was com pressed in to  t h a t  sm a ll 

body.' " . . .  En [ la ]  voyan t seu lem en t . . . ,  j e  ne  v o y a is  p lu s  r i e n ;  to u s  mes 

sens e t a i e n t  b o u le v e r s e s .  . . .  J ' e t a i s  a u s s i  tre m b la n t q u 'a g i t l  devan t [ e l l e ] ,  

meme au f o r t  des p lu s  g randes f a m i l i a r i t e s .  J e  c ro is  que s i  j 'a v a i s  r e s t£

[ s ic ]  t ro p  longtem ps avec e l l e  j e ^ n 'a u r a i s  p u  v iv r e j  le s  p a lp i t a t i o n s

^  .*• 2m 'a u ra ie n t  e t o u f f e . "

These two s im u lta n eo u s  " a f f a i r s "  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  f a c t ,  p o in te d  ou t by 

Rousseau h im s e lf ,  t h a t  he was n e v e r  a b le  (e x c e p t in  fa n ta s y  and w ith  MmeJ 

d 'f io u d e to t , y e a rs  l a t e r )  to  e q u a te  s p i r i t u a l  lo v e  (c o n c e iv e d  as n o b le  and 

b e a u t i f u l )  w ith  p h y s ic a l  lo v e  (c o n c e iv e d  as v u lg a r  and sh a m e fu l) , y e t  b o th  

o f  w hich d i f f e r e d  from " te n d e r  f r ie n d s h ip "  (from  which th e  se x u a l e lem en t 

would be m is s in g ) .

• jrb id . , p .  29 .
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When Jean -Jacq u es  was n e a r l y  f o u r te e n ,  som eth ing  happened t o  change 

th e  n a tu re  o f  h is  d e s t in y  and c lo s e  th e  do o r t o  any hope he may have e n te r ­

t a in e d  o f  r e c a p tu r in g  th e  Good L ife  as " id o l"  o f  h is  f a t h e r 's  fa m ily .

I s a a c  R ousseau , now a d i f f e r e n t  man, a g in g , t i r i n g  and ready  t o  s e t t l e  

down t o  a  co m fo rtab le  o ld  a g e , r e m a r r i e d . T h a t  h is  f a t h e r 's  d o o r , c lo se d  

t o  ex c lu d e  him , had opened t o  a c c e p t a  fa m ily  o f  o u ts id e r s  d id  n o t  escape  

J e a n -Ja c q u e s . As he p u t i t  as d e l i c a t e l y  as p o s s ib le :  " [Mon p e re ]

m 'a im a it t r e s  tendrem ent mais i l  a v a i t  a u s s i  s e s  p l a i s i r s ,  e t  d 'a u t r e s  

goQts a v a ie n t  un peu  a t t i e d i  1 ' a f f e c t io n  p a t e m e l l e  dep u is  que j e  v iv a is  

lo in  de l u i .  . . .  Quoique s a  femme ne fQ t p lu s  en §,ge de me donner des f r e r e s , 

e l l e  a v a i t  des p a r e n ts :  c e la  f a i s a i t  une a u tr e  fa m illje , d 'a u t r e s  o b j e t s ,  un

nouveau menage qu i ne  r a p p e l  a i t  p lu s  s i  so u v en t mon s o u v e n ir , J e a n -  

Jacques p re d ic ta b ly  sco rn ed  and r e s e n te d  h i s  s te p m o th e r , "bonne femme, un 

peu  m i e l l e u s e " ^  (and  he was n e v e r  one t o  h id e  h is  s e n t im e n ts ) .  S h e , in  t u r n ,  

c a red  n o th in g  f o r  h e r  s te p so n  whom she saw as a  l a z y ,  g o o d -fo r-n o th in g  oppor­

t u n i s t .

Less th a n  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  th e  h u m i l ia t in g  e x p e r ie n c e  was re e n a c te d ,  on a 

l e s s e r  s c a l e ,  when A bel Ducommun a l s o  became a  b rid eg ro o m . To young Mme. 

Ducommun, i n s t r u c t e d  by h e r  h u sb an d , J e a n -Ja c q u e s  a ls o  ap p ea red  t o  be a  w orth ­

l e s s  k i d ,  and she p ro b a b ly  av o id ed  him . R ousseau n e v e r  m en tioned  Mme. Du- 

coramun, y e t  he co n tin u e d  r e s id in g  w ith  th e  c o u p le . The fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  a 

d a u g h te r  was b o m  to  th e  h o u seh o ld .

Sometime d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  R ousseau  l o s t  th e  w i l l  t o  be  a  Good Boy,

■̂ On March 3 , 1726, he wed Jean n e  F ra n g o is  o f  Nyon.

2I b i d . , p . 55.

^ Ib id . , p . ,‘lU5.
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j u s t  as he had done a t  Bossey fo llo w in g  h is  d isco v e ry  o f  I n j u s t i c e .  He 

gave up t r y in g  t o  e n g r a t i a t e  h im s e lf  and ag a in  p a s s iv e ly  r e b e l l e d  a g a in s t  

h i s  e n v iro n m en t, becom ing sn eak y , s e c r e t i v e ,  ly in g ,  even  s t e a l i n g .  (He mar­

v e ls  a t  th e  s w if tn e s s  o f  h is  d e g e n e ra t io n .)  The m oral b a r r i e r  a g a in s t  s t e a l i n g  

h ad  been  broken  by one o f  th e  o ld e r  com panions, who h a d  t a lk e d  th e  c o m p la isa n t 

l a d  i n t o  o b l ig in g  him  by s n a tc h in g  and s e l l i n g  a sp a rag u s  from th e  fo rm e r’s 

own m o th e r’s g a rd e n , in  exchange f o r  a  sm a ll b r i b e ,  w h ile  th e  companion 

went o f f  to  t r e a t  h im s e lf  t o  a  snack  w ith  some o th e r  buddy . T h e r e a f t e r ,  

Je a n -Ja c q u e s  s t o l e  w h a tev er l i t t l e  th in g  tem p ted  him: an a p p le ,  a  b i b e l o t  —

p e t ty  la r c e n y .  (R ousseau e x p la in s  h is  h o r r o r  o f  s t e a l i n g  a n y th in g  m o n e ta r ily  

v a lu a b le  o r  o f  s t e a l i n g  money i t s e l f ,  a t t r i b u t i n g  h is  s e n tim e n t to  h i s  

e a r ly  Crenevan e d u c a tio n  w hich had ta u g h t him t o  hdldim oney in  awe and id e n t i f y  

cfcim eShagainst i t  w ith  "des id e e s  s e c r e te s  d 'in f a m ie ,  de p r i s o n ,  de ch3 .tim en t, 

de p o te n c e ,  qu i m 'a u ra ie n t  f a i t  f re m ir  s i  j 'a v a i s  e t£  t e n t e  . . .  "■*•) As he 

w ould be  caugh t and b e a te n ,  he would f e e l  j u s t i f i e d  in  p u l l i n g  th e  n e x t jo b .

He w ould avenge and r a i s e  h im s e lf  sy m b o lic a lly  by s t e a l i n g  th in g s  he co v e ted  

and w hich h is  m a s te r  cerem on iously  k e p t away from him , ta k in g  p a r t i c u l a r  

d e l ig h t  in  m aking o f f  w ith  h i s  m a s te r 's  p e rs o n a l  e n g ra v in g  to o ls . .  " . . .  J ' e t a i s  

t r a n s p o r t e  de jio ie  d 'a v o i r  ces b a g a te l le s  en mon p o u v o ir ;  j e  c ro y a is  v o le r  l e
p

t a l e n t  avec ses  p ro d u c t io n s ."

D eg en era tio n  soon p roved  a  b o re . T his l e d  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  t o  b e g in  re a d in g  

i d e a l i s t i c  n o v e ls  a g a in . S u d d en ly , re a d in g  became an a l l - c o n s  tuning p a s s io n ,  

th e  b o y ’ s s o le  i n t e r e s t .  R eading on h is  own tim e  and on h is  m a s te r ’ s ,  he 

in d is c r im in a te ly  devoured  th e  l o c a l  b o o k - r e n te r 's  e n t i r e  s to c k ,  a v o id in g

1I b i d . , p .  35.

2I b i d .  , p .  35.
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only  p o rn o g rap h y , whose v ery  id e a  f i l l e d  him w ith  t e r r o r .  T h is manner o f  

re a d in g  m om en tarily  gqve him a  f a l s e  sen se  o f  s t a b i l i t y  by r e s to r in g  h is  

i d e a l i s t i c  w orldv iew  and th u s  h is  sense  o f  honor and p e r s o n a l  w o r th , b u t 

i t  a ls o  s i g n i f i e s  h i s  i s o l a t i o n  and f a i l u r e  to  i d e n t i f y  w ith  h i s  env iro n m en t. 

O ther problem s w ere c o m p lic a te d  by th e  oncoming phenomenon o f  p u b e r ty ,  f o r  

w hich R ousseau was t o t a l l y  u n p rep a red . Having f in i s h e d  th e  n o v e ls  and un­

a b le  t o  f in d  f u l f i l l m e n t  in  . r e a l i t y ,  he tu rn e d  t o  e r o t i c  daydreams fo r  

e s c a p e ,1 c r e a t in g  an i d e a l  w o rld  b a sed  on th e  c h a r a c te r s  and s i t u a t i o n s  in  

th e  n o v e ls  he had  re a d  and in  w hich he would a p p e a r , s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  n o t as 

h im s e lf  b u t  as one o f  th e  c h a r a c te r s .  His f a n ta s ie s  b o th  co n so led  him and 

f u r th e r  d is g u s te d  him  w ith  r e a l i t y .  Thus he d e sc r ib e s  h is  a d o le sc e n c e : 

" i n q u i e t , m econ ten t de t o u t  e t  de m oi, san s  goftts de mon £ t a t ,  san s  p l a i s i r s  

de mon a g e , devo re  de d e s i r s  d o n t j ' i g n o r a i s  l ' o b j e t ,  p le u r a n t  san s  s u j e t s  

de la rm e s , s o u p i r a n t  sans s a v o i r  de q u o i ; e n f in  c a r e s s a n t  ten d rem en t mes
p

c h im e re s , f a u te  de r i e n  v o i r  a u to u r  de moi qui l e s  v a lu t . "

I t  may be s u r p r i s in g  t o  n o te  t h a t  t im id ,  to rm en ted  R ousseau co u ld  lau g h  

as w e l l  as c ry  and was n o t a  s o c i a l  m i s f i t .  U n iv e rs a lly  r e j e c te d  by h is  

p a r e n t - f i g u r e s , he  was on th e  c o n tra ry  a c c e p te d , even sou g h t a f t e r ,  by h i s  

p e e r s .  L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  he h ad  d r i f t e d  away from  fa m ily . N ever co m p le te ly  

lo s in g  to u ch  w ith  Abraham B e rn a rd , th e  boyhood f r ie n d s h ip  had  n o n e th e le s s  

d e g e n e ra te d . (R ousseau  l a t e r  came to  b e l ie v e  h i s  snobb ish  Aunt Theodore 

had  been  b e h in d  t h e  b o y s ' s e p a r a t io n .  T h is  may have been  m erely  a  co n v en ien t 

p r e t e x t  t o  j u s t i f y  h is  r e a l  o r  im agined  r e j e c t i o n  by Abraham, s in c e  th e

P e r h a p s  th e  p re se n c e  in  th e  house o f  a  "honeymoon coup le"  added to  th e  
e r o t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n .

^ I b i d . , p .  Ul,
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B e rn a rd s , n e i th e r  r i c h  n o r  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  had  on th e  c o n tra ry  no re a so n a b le  

e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  s o c i a l  ad v an cem en t.) J e a n -Ja c q u e s  sp e n t h i s  f r e e  tim e w ith  

o th e r  a p p re n tic e s  , n ic e  av erag e  lo w e r-m id d le -c la s s  k id s  p r im a r i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  

in  s p o r t s .  Sundays a f t e r  c h u rc h , th e y  w ould s to p  by th e  Ducommun^' f o r  

Jea n -Jac q u e s  and th e n  h e ad  f o r  th e  co u n try  o u ts id e  th e  Genevan w a l ls .

These m ediocre  boys b o re d  R ousseau , l e s s  th ro u g h  la c k  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  th an  

th ro u g h  la c k  o f  s e n s i t i v i t y .  " Je  veux q u 'o n  me d i s t in g u e ,"  M o lie re 's  A lc e s te  

had demanded. Sometimes R ousseau  was o a b le e  t o  ap p ro x im a te , a t  l e a s t  in  

ap p ea ra n ce , th e  " d is t in g u is h in g "  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  th e  " s p e c ia ln e s s "  and 

"u n iq u en ess"  h i s  g re a t  and wounded s e n s i t i v i t y  c ra v e d , i f  n o t th ro u g h  an 

id e a l  "sym pathy o f  h e a r t s ,"  a t  l e a s t  th ro u g h  th e  s u b s t i t u t e  o f  a  s e n s i t i v i t y  

a r t i f i c i a l l y  c r e a te d  by th e  em otions o f  v io le n c e .  T h is  i s  e x e m p lif ie d  by an 

i n t e r e s t i n g  and s u g g e s tiv e  in c id e n t  w hich to o k  p la c e  d u rin g  Jean -Jacq u es*  

a p p re n t ic e s h ip  p e r io d ,  d e m o n s tra tin g  t o  w hat p o in t  th e  boy c rav ed  th e  g r a t i ­

f i c a t io n s  o f  h is  " c a s t le - d r e a m ." D uring a  f i e l d  p o lo  game w ith  a p laym ate 

named P le in c e ,  th e  boys began  t o  sq u ab b le  —  we have a lre a d y  n o te d  R o u sseau 's  

q u arre lso m e n a tu re  — th e n  t o  f i g h t ,  and P le in c e  h i t  Rousseau o v e r th e  head  

w ith  h is  m a l l e t .  The c u t began t o  b le e d  p r o f u s e ly .  "Je  tombe a  l ' i n s t a n t , "  

Rousseau re c o u n ts .  " Je  ne v is  de ma v ie  une a g i t a t i o n  p a r e i l l e  a c e l l e  de 

ce pauv re  gargon voyan t mon san g  r u i s s e l e r  dans mes cheveux. I I  c ru t  m 'a v o ir  

tu e .  I I  se  p r< ?c ip ite  s u r  m oi, m 'em b rasse , me s e r r e  e tro i te m e n t en fondan t 

en larraes e t  p o u s sa n t des c r i s  p e r g a n ts ,  J e  l 'e m b r a s s a is  a u s s i  de to u te  ma 

fo rc e  en p le u r a n t  comme l u i  dans une em otion  con fuse  q u i n ' e t a i t  pas sans 

quelque  d o u c e u r . U n a b l e  to  s to p  th e  flow  o f  b lo o d , P le in c e  was fo rc e d  

t o  c a l l  h is  m o th e r, who d re s se d  th e  wound. "Ses larm es e t  c e l l e s  de son 

f i l s  p e n e t r e r e n t  mon co eu r au p o in t  que longtem ps je  l a  re g a rd a i  comme ma

•̂R ev e r ie s . O.C. I ,  p .  1037*
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mere e t  son f i l s  comme mon f r e r e ,  ju s q u ’a  ce q u 'a y a n t  p e rd u  1 'u n  e t  l ’ a u tre  

de v u e , j e  le s  o u b l ia i  peu  a  p e u . ( O b v i o u s l y  t ’l i s  n o b le  and s i g n i f i c a n t  

e th ic  was beyond th e  c a p a c ity  o f  young P le in c e  and h i s  m o th e r, unaware o f  

th e  b lo o d  bond betw een th em selv es  and jJean^JS eqnes. )

We have a lre a d y  seen Jean -Jacq u es  d e r iv e  a  f i n e r ,  c lo s e r  bond th ro u g h  

p a in  as m eans, w ith  h is  f a t h e r ,  h is  b r o th e r  and h is  c o u s in . S t i l l  a n o th e r  

s im i la r  in c id e n t  to o k  p la c e  w ith  one o f  Aunt C lerm onde 's  s te p c h i ld r e n .

P la y in g  amongst some la rg e  m achinery in  Uncle F a z y 's  t e x t i l e  f a c to r y ,  J e a n -  

Jacques c ru sh ed  two f in g e r t i p s  in  a r o l l e r  th o u g h t le s s ly  tu rn e d  by h is  

p lay m a te . "Je  f i s  un c r i  p e rg a n t . . . , "  he s a id .  "[T he p laym ate] c o n s te m e  

s 'e e r i e ,  s o r t  de l a  ro u e , m 'em brasse e t  me c o n ju re  d 'a p p a i s e r  mes c r i s , 

a jo u ta n t  q u ’i l  e t a i t  p e rd u . Au f o r t  de ma d o u le u r  l a  s ie n n e  me to u c h a , je  

me tu s  . . .  "2 I t  i s  no tew orthy  th a t  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  s a c r i f i c e d  even h is  p e r s o n a l  

" g lo ry "  t o  t h i s  n o b ly -h e ig h te n e d  f r ie n d s h ip  b o n d , a s  h is  wound cau sed  him to  

m iss m arch ing  in  a  un iform ed p a ra d e ; &et he f a i l e d  t o  seek  h is  u s u a l  p a s s iv e  

revenge by " t a t t l i n g "  on th e  boy.

"D eg en era te"  o r  "k n ig h t in  a rm or,"  th e n ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was d i s s a t i s f i e d  

by m e d io c r ity  in  h is  p e rs o n a l  l i f e .  H is m anner o f  p la y in g  gam es, f o r  exam ple, 

was t o t a l l y  u n lik e  th a t  o f  h is  a p p r e n t ic e - f r ie n d s  who — had  th e y  th o u g h t 

about i t  — would have been  q u i te  b a f f l e d .  " Je  l e u r  a u ra is  v o lo n t ie r s  

echappe s i  j ’a v a is  pu: m ais une f o is  en t r a i n  dans l e u r s  je u x , j ' e t a i s  p lu s

a rd e n t e t  j ’a l l a i s  p lu s  lo in  q u 'aucun  a u t r e ;  d i f f i c i l e  a  e b r a n le r  e t  a  r e -  

t e n i r .  Ce f u t  l a  de to u t  temps ma d i s p o s i t io n  c o n s ta n te .  Dans nos prom enades 

h o rs  de l a  v i l l e  j ' a l l a i s  to u jo u rs  en a v an t san s  so n g e r  au r e t o u r ,  a  moins

1I b i d . , p .  1037.

2I b i d . , p .  1036.
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que d 'a u t r e s  n 'y  so n g e a sse n t p o u r moi."'*- B a th e r th a n  am using h im s e lf  w ith  

h i s  p la y m a te s , J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was a c tu a l ly  a c t in g  o u t h i s  fo rth co m in g  e sc a p e .

He had  lo n g  s in c e  r e j e c t e d  h is  en v iro n m en t, h u t p s y c h o lo g ic a l  h a r r i e r s  p re ­

v e n te d  him from  ta k in g  d e c is iv e  a c t io n  t o  escape  i t .  U nahle to  fo re e  h is  

m a s te r  t o  e j e c t  h im , he now managed t o  f in d  h im s e lf  sy m b o lic a lly  e j e c te d  hy 

th e  c i t y  o f  Geneva. T h is  was enough t o  j u s t i f y  h is  f l i g h t .  On two Sunday 

e v e n in g s , he  had  been  caugh t o u ta id e  th e  c lo s in g  c i t y  g a te s  and had  been 

o b lig e d  t o  spend  th e  n ig h t  o u td o o rs . The t h i r d  t im e , he to o k  th e  f a t e f u l  

d e c is io n  n o t  t o  r e tu r n  t o  h is  m a s te r . A dventure was c a l l i n g  th e  son o f  

I s a a c  R o u sseau , b u t ,  w an tin g  to  sh a re  h is  e x p e rien c e  w ith  a  f r i e n d ,  he s e n t  

h is  p lay m a tes  t o  n o t i f y  C ousin Abraham as soon as th e  g a te s  reo p en ed  th e  n e x t 

m orning . Deep i n s i d e ,  he sen se d  th a t  t h i s  was on ly  a  t e s t  — e i t h e r  Abraham 

w ould jo in  him  on th e  ro a d  o r  th e  t h r e a t  o f  h is  d e p a r tu re  w ould fo rc e  th e  

fa m ily  t o  reopen  i t s  doors t o  him . Abraham a r r iv e d  p ro m p tly  enough , b u t 

n e i t h e r  c a l l e d  him back  n o r  o f f e r e d  t o  jo in  h im , in s te a d  p r a i s in g  th e  id e a  

o f  h is  d e p a r tu re  and o f f e r in g  him some l i t t l e  g i f t s .  P re s e n ts  in s te a d  o f  

s e n tim e n ts .1.'.' R ousseau c o u ld  n e v e r  b e l ie v e  h is  c h ild h o o d  f r ie n d  cap ab le  

o f  l e t t i n g  him down in  t h i s  way a n d ,a s  we have s e e n , came to  blam e h is  a u n t 's  

p e rn ic io u s  in f lu e n c e  f o r  th e  te rm in a t io n  o f  h is  f i r s t  f r ie n d s h ip  an d , in  

p a r t ,  f o r  h i s  v e ry  d e p a r tu re  from  th e  Genevan f a th e r la n d .  " . . .  I I  n 'e s t  

p as  p o s s ib le  que de lui-m em e [Abraham] n 'e u t  f a i t  que lque  e f f o r t  p o u r me 

r e t e n i r , "  he r e f l e c t e d ,  "ou q u ' i l  n 'e u t  t e n t e  de me s u iv r e :  m ais p o in t .  I I

m 'en co u rag ea  dans mon d e s s e in  p lu t3 t  q u ' i l  ne m 'en d e to u m a . P u is  quand i l  

me v i t  b ie n  r e s o lu ,  i l  me q u i t t a  sans beaucoup de la rm e s .

•̂ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  Ul.

2l2aid. t p , 1*3,



A la s , J e a n -Ja c q u e s  p o s s e s s e d  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  many s e n s i t i v e  and h o n o r- 

o r ie n te d  p e r s o n s ,  w hich i s  t o  assume a  s im i la r  e m o tio n a l c a p a c ity  and frame 

o f  mind in  o t h e r s ,  j u s t  b ecau se  th e y  happen t o  u se  th e  same language ~  

term s and e x p re s s io n s . The lan g u ag e  o f  k n ig h t ly  h o n o r, o f te n  in c o n g ru o u s ly  

a p p l ie d  t o  d o w n -to -e a r th  money p ro b le m s , was u sed  by th e  a d o le s c e n ts  o f  

R ousseau ’s day. At h is  m a s t e r 's ,  th e  la d  had  s e c r e t l y  eng rav ed  m edals o f  

k n ig h th o o d  w hich he had d i s t r i b u t e d  (and  a p p a re n tly  s o ld )  to  h is  p lay m a tes . 

The most c h e r is h e d  o f  Abraham B e r n a r d 's  g i f t s  t o  him  was a  l i t t l e  sword.

An u n id e n t i f i e d  l e t t e r ,  a d d re s se d  t o  "Mon c h e r C o u zin ,"  co p ied  by R ousseau 

in to  a  n o tebook  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  re sp o n d s t o  a  re p ro a ch  o f  i n s i n c e r i t y  

in  a  k n ig h t ly  v e in :  i t s  young w r i t e r ,  b e l ie v e d  t o  have been  Jea n -Jac q u e s

h im s e l f ,  speaks o f  " p ro o f  o f  f r i e n d s h ip ,"  c a l l i n g  a  t h i r d  boy (who had in ­

c i t e d  h is  a d d re sse e  to  accu se  h im ) " in s o le n t"  and " th e  m ost s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  

boy I  have seen  in  my l i f e . " - 1- But beyond th e  language o f  h o n o r, f r ie n d s h ip  

was n o t th e  same t o  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  as i t  was t o  Abraham B e rn a rd , j u s t  sis 

fa th e rh o o d  was n o t  th e  same t o  I s a a c  R ousseau , n o r  g u a rd ia n sh ip  t o  G a b r ie l 

B e rn a rd , n o r a p p re n t ic e s h ip  to  A bel Ducommun... C ousin Abraham and th e  

o th e r s  a p p e a re d , t h e n ,  as h a v in g  b e t r a y e d  him.

In  t r u t h ,  R o u sse au 's  y o u th fu l  view  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  was a  com bination  o f  

n o b i l i t y  and n e c e s s i t y ,  p e rh a p s  even o p p o rtu n ism , as e x e m p lif ie d  by h is  

" c a s t l e "  daydream  on th e  r o a d .2 The moment he l e f t  th e  s t i f l i n g  environm ent 

w hich he saw as b a se d  on u n ju s t  v a lu e s ,  he f e l t  calm , fre e h a n d  r e le a s e d ;  h i s  

i d e a l i s t i c  w orldv iew  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f ,  and he re g a in e d  th e  c o n v ic t io n  

t h a t  th e  s u p e r i o r i t y  he sen se d  in  h im s e lf  w ould f i n a l l y  be  re c o g n iz e d  and

•*~C.C. I ,  Wo. 2 ,  pp . 1*2. T r a n s la t io n  m ine.

% e e  p . 20 h e r e in .
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acknow ledged. He s to p p ed  a t  ch a teau x  a lo n g  th e  ro a d , t o  s in g  w i s t f u l l y  

b e n e a th  th e  windows.

The f l i g h t  from Geneva e f f e c t iv e ly  ended J e a n -J a c q u e s 1 r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith

f a t h e r ,  g u a rd ian  and f r ie n d ,  Abraham l a t e r  ran  away and d is a p p e a re d ; i t  i s

b e l ie v e d  t h a t  he d ie d  soon a f te rw a rd , ( in  th e  m eantim e, and even b e fo re

J e a n -J a c q u e s 1 d e p a r tu re  o f  which he undoubted ly  s e rv e d  as m odels b r o th e r

F ran g o is  R ousseau had  met th e  same f a t e . )  Both f a th e r  and u n c le  h a l f -

Ph e a r te d ly  p u rsu ed  J e a n -J a c q u e s , b u t ,  q u ic k ly  d is c o u ra g e d , tu rn e d  b ack  t o  

t h e i r  own p r iv a te  l i v e s ,  w h ile  th e  y o u n g s te r  lo o k ed  fo rw ard  t o  h i s  — 

s t r a i g h t  t o  c o n v e rs io n  t o  Roman C a th o lic ism .

W hereas ru n n in g  away was a  common o ccu rren ce  among Genevan boys o f  th e  

low er m iddle c la s s  — a t h r i f t y  v e rs io n  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  g ran d  to u r  and an 

a lm ost custom ary  com ple tion  o f  th e  a p p re n tic e s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e  ~  R o u sse a u ^  

d e p a r tu re  from Geneva was u n u su a l in  s e v e r a l  r e s p e c t s .  Much has been  made 

o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t o  Book I  o f  th e  C o n fe ss io n s , w h ere in  th e  " f r ig h t e n in g  h o rn s"

Awhile e n jo y in g  th e  amusing p ic a re s q u e  e lem en ts  in  th e  C o n fe s s io n s . we 
must n o t lo s e  s ig h t  o f  J e a n -J a c q u e s 1 y o u th  and b a ck g ro u n d , h i s  v e ry  r e a l  
s u p e r i o r i t y ,  and h is  u t t e r  s o l i tu d e  as he p a sse s  from  a d v e n tu re  to  a d v e n tu re . 
I f  anyone needed  " f r ie n d s  ready  t o  s e rv e  h im ," i t  was h e .

2 .R ousseau s t r e s s e s  t h a t  n e i th e r  h is  g u a rd ia n -u n c le  n o r  h i s  f a t h e r  w anted
t o  c a tc h  up w ith  him . He e v e n tu a l ly  came to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  h is  f a t h e r fs f a i l u r e  
t o  p u rsu e  him f a r t h e r  was caused  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  I s a a c  R ousseau w ould en jo y  
th e  i n t e r e s t  from h is  s o ^ s  in h e r i ta n c e  as long  as th e  boy was a b se n t from 
Geneva. T his may be  an o v e r ly -h a rs h  e x p la n a t io n ,  p e rh a p s  g e a red  to  a v o id  
fa c in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h is  f a th e r  sim ply  d id  n o t lo v e  him. (C f. th e  
Abraham B ern ard  e s tr a n g e m e n t.) I t  cannot be o v e r s t r e s s e d  t o  w hat e x te n t  
R o u sse a u ^  f a t h e r s  o p in io n  o f  him coloredJ ■ h is  o p in io n  o f  h im s e lf .
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o f  th e  c i t y ' s  r i s i n g  d raw bridge  s ta n d  as " s i n i s t e r  and f a t a l  omens o f  th e  

des t i n y  vwhich t h a t  moment was open ing  up f o r  [ th e  l a d ] . "  Some c r i t i c s  i n t e r ­

p r e t  th e s e  asmsymbols o f  g u i l t - f e e l i n g s  d e r iv e d  from th e  b o y 's  a v e rs io n  f o r  

th e  m a s te r - s la v e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  employment. To o t h e r s , th e y  s ta n d  as symbols 

o f  h is  re se n tm e n t to w ard  th e  f a m i ly 's  in d i f f e r e n c e  tow ard  him . In  r e a l i t y ,  

R o u sse au 's  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  h i s  f l i g h t  from  Geneva i s  much to o  complex to  be 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  d e f in e d  by any one such  e x p la n a t io n .  jAmongst th e  m yriad  o f  

se n tim e n ts  u n d o u b ted ly  a f f e c t in g  h is  r e a c t io n ,  how ever, one s t ro n g  c u r r e n t  

s ta n d s  o u t .  Book I  o f  th e  C o n fe ss io n s  co n c lu d es  w ith  a  moving p o r t r a i t  o f  

"what m ight have b e e n " : R o u sse au 's  l i v i n g  p e a c e f u l ly  and c o n te n te d ly , in

d i l ig e n c e  and o b s c u r i ty ,  a  lo n g , s te a d y o e x is te n c e  as c ra f tsm a n , p a t r i o t ,  

C h r i s t i a n ,  fa m ily  man, f r i e n d  —  n o t th e  l i f e  he w ish ed  f o r  h im s e lf ,  n o r 

a l to g e th e r  t h a t  w hich he th o u g h t he w ish e d , b u t r a t h e r  t h a t  to  w hich h is  

fam ily  had  d e s t in e d  him . T h is  "m igh t have been" p o r t r a i t  i s  in t im a te ly  r e ­

l a t e d  t o  R o u sse au 's  d e p a r tu re  and may be com pared to  h i s  own c a s tle -d re a m .

In  le a v in g  G eneva, th e  boy was c l e a r ly  fo llo w in g  th e  ro ad  t o  fame and 

f o r tu n e .1 C a s t l e s ,  p& laces and p e rso n s  o f  n o b i l i t y  and w e a lth , a  h ig h e r ,  

f i n e r  l i f e  o f  w hich h i s  i d e a l i s t i c  re a d in g  m a te r ia l  had  p ro v id e d  th e  model 

and i n s p i r a t i o n  w ere  w hat he was c l e a r ly  p u rs u in g  as he r e j e c te d  th e  

m e d io c r ity  t h a t  was n o t  on ly  h i s  b i r t h r i g h t  b u t ,  more im p o r ta n t ly ,  h is  m oral 

d u ty . In d e e d , th e  t y p i c a l  lc w e r -m id d le -c la s s  Genevan (a s  w as, in  t h i s  

r e s p e c t ,  I s a a c  R o u sse a u ) , in  h is  i d e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  re p u b lic a n  p r i n c i p l e ,

^ h i s  t h e s i s  does n o t c o n t r a d ic t  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  h i s  lo n g  
jo u rn ey  as a  q u e s t  f o r  i d e n t i t y  o r  f o r  h a p p in e s s *, on th e  c o n tr a r y ,  i t  
conplem ents i t  by c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he conceived  h is  
i d e n t i t y  and h a p p in e ss  on th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  im a g in a b le . (Thus h is  s o - c a l le d  
" i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex": f e a r  o f  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t a i n  t h i s  h ig h e s t  o f  le v e ls
co n ce iv ed  as r i g h t f u l l y  h i s ,  any l e s s e r  ach ievem ent f i l l i n g  him w ith  d is g u s t  
and d e s p a i r . )
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p ro fo u n d ly  m is t r u s t in g  a l l  t h a t  w hich was n o t m ed io cre . T here was a  p ro ­

fou n d ly  s i n f u l  c o n n o ta t io n , th e n ,  t o  t h e  am b itio u s  m otives b e h in d  R ousseau’ s 

d e p a rtu re -1- — by le a v in g  h is  hom eland in  t h i s  fram e o f  m ind , young R ousseau 

was s in n in g  a g a in s t  th e  i d e a l  o f  m e d io c r i ty ,  b a s ic  p a r t  o f  th e  f a i t h  o f  h i s  

f a t h e r s ,  and ta lc ing  on an h e r o ic  b u t dangerous gamble on h is  own m oral 

v a lu e . Yet som ething  in  him , t h a t  he came t o  se e  as p r o v i d e n t i a l ,  h i s  

D e s tin y , was c a l l i n g  him to  ta k e  t h a t  ch an ce . "Ify l i f e  was good en o u g h ,” he 

w ould soon c o n fe ss  on a  s im i l a r  o c c a s io n ; ”a  re a so n a b le  man m ight have been 

c o n te n t w ith  i t :  b u t my r e s t l e s s  h e a r t  w anted  som eth ing  e l s e . " ^  The

"Prim ons.’” he was to  u t t e r  y e a r s  l a t e r  in  P a r is  was t a c i t l y  im p l ic i t  in  h i s  

f l i g h t  from Geneva. R ousseau w ould  l a t e r ,  in  th e  D ia lo g u es  and th e  R e v e r ie s . 

r e f e r  t o  th e  " in q u ie tu d e  de 1 ' e s p e r a n c e ,"  and Em ile w ould  c o n fid e  t o  h is  

t e a c h e r ,  "Je  n 'a i  r ie n  t a n t  a p p r is  de vous des mon en fan ce  q u 'a  S tr e  to u t  

e n t i e r  ou j e  s u i s , a  ne jam a is  f a i r e  une chose e t  r e v e r  a  une a u t r e ,  ce q u i 

p roprem en t e s t  ne r ie n  f a i r e ,  e t  n ' e t r e  to u t  e n t i e r  n u l l e  p a r t , " ^  and a g a in :

" . . .  Le p re m ie re  re g ie  de l a  s a g e s se  e s t  de v o u lo i r  ce q u i e s t  e t  de r e g l e r  

son co eu r s u r  s a  d e s t in e e . V o ila  t o u t  ce q u i depend de nous t o u t  l e

r e s t e  e s t  de n e c e s s i t e .  C e lu i q u i l u t t e  l e  p lu s  c o n tre  son s o r t  e s t  le  

moins sage  e t  to u jo u rs  l e  p lu s  m a lh eu reu x ; ce q u ' i l  p e u t ch anger a s a  s i t u a -  

t i o n  l e  so u la g e  moins que l e  t r o u b l e  i n t e r i e u r  q u ' i l  se  donne p o u r c e la  ne  

l e  to u rm en te . I I  r e u s s i t  r a re m e n t, e t  ne  gagne r ie n  a  r e u s s i r .

-*-Cf. R o u sse au 's  l a t e r  m ora l p r i n c i p l e ,  t o  w hich he a s s ig n e d  prim e im­
p o r ta n c e :  t h a t  one sh o u ld  n e v e r  p la c e  o n e s e l f  in  a  s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich h i s
s e l f - i n t e r e s t  i s  in  c o n f l i c t  w ith  h is  d u ty .

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 153 . ( T r a n s la t io n  m in e .)

^ S o l i t a i r e s . O.C. IV , p . 899 •

^Th-id. , p .  883.
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As w i l l  become e v id e n t ,  th e  g u i l t  in v o lv e d  in  t h i s  am b ition  w ould p rove 

t o  be a c o n s ta n t  so u rce  o f  to rm e n t, b o th  on th e  co n sc io u s  and su b co n sc io u s  

l e v e l s ,  th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d  co v ered  in  t h i s  s tu d y . Even a f t e r  th e  1750 

s u c c e ss  and i t s  a ssu ra n c e  ( in  th e  v a l id a t io n  o f  h i s  g e n iu s)  t h a t  th e  gamble 

had  n o t been  ta k e n  in  v a in ,  R ousseau c o n tin u e d  to  be encum bered, a lth o u g h  

somewhat d i f f e r e n t l y  s o ,  by h is  p re c e d e n c e , e v e n tu a lly  tu r n in g  i t  i n to  a  

c ro s s  o f  m artyrdom  w hich he had been  "chosen" by prov i'dence to  b e a r .^

Thus th e  h o rn ed  d ra w b rid g e , j u s t i f y i n g  h i s  a c t  by sy m b o lic a lly  " b a r r in g "  him 

from th e  l e s s e r  d e s t in y  a s s ig n e d  him by h i s  f a th e r la n d  (and  by h is  f a t h e r ) .

A " s in f u l "  a m b itio n , th e n  i f  on ly  t o  re c o v e r  th e  " u n iv e r s a l  id o l"  

s t a t e  o f  h is  in fa n c y  — was th e  end in v o lv e d  in  th e  f l i g h t  from Geneva.

From th e  r e p u b l i c 's  (and  I s a a c  R o u sse a u 's )  m oral p o in t  o f  v iew , th e  means 

w ere as b la c k  as th e  end . C onversion  to  Roman C a th o lic ism  w as , o f  c o u rs e , a  

c a r d in a l  s in  t o  th e  i n t o l e r a n t  C a lv in i s t s .  As soon as a  la d  l e f t  th e  

r e p u b l i c ,  u n le s s  he w ent n o r th  to  become a  m ercenary s o l d i e r ,  he e n co u n te red  

" c o n v e r te r s ."  G reat c o m p e titio n  f o r : s o u ls  e x i s t e d  betw een Geneva and Savoy. 

J e a n -Ja c q u e s  and h is  f r ie n d s  had o c c a s io n a l ly  tak en  advantage o f  o f f e r s  o f  

snacks from n e ig h b o rin g  p r i e s t s ,  e a g e r  t o  a t t r a c t  young P r o te s t a n t  s o u ls .  

C onversion  was a  common s u b je c t  o f  t a l l - t a l e s  among th e  boys (Je a n -Ja c q u e s  

seemed to  h o le  th e  n o tio n  t h a t  he w ould f a r e  q u i te  w e l l  w ith  th e  Church) b u t 

th e  a c tu a l  a c t  was w hat everyone th r e a te n e d  to  d o , w ith  g re a t b ra v a d o , b u t 

r e l a t i v e l y  few c a r r i e d  o u t. In  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' c a s e ,  n o t s to p p in g  w ith  con-

-^-Thereby r e s o lv in g  th e  c o n f l i c t  d e sc r ib e d  by L e s te r  G. C ro ck er: "Rous­
s e a u  was th e  v ic t im  o f  two d i f f e r e n t  n e u ro se s : i n f e r i o r i t y  f e e l in g s  and 
g u i l t  f e e l in g s .  Each o f  th e s e  has a  d i f f e r e n t  p sy c h o lo g ic a l c o n te n t and a  
d i f f e r e n t  mode o f  e x p re s s io n . A lthough b o th  in v o lv e  w o r th le s sn e s s  (o r  s e l f ­
contem pt and s e lf -c o n d e m n a tio n ) ,  i n f e r i o r i t y  f e e l in g s  s t im u la te  c o m p e titio n  
and a g g re ss io n  — w hich a lo n e  can e r a d ic a te  them — w h ile  g u i l t  f e e l in g s  
i n h i b i t  c o m p e ti t iv e n e s s , r e q u ir e  s u b o rd in a t io n ,  s e lf -d e b a s e m e n t. o r  w ith ­
d ra w a l. J e a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau. The Q uest (1712-1758) (New York: M acm illan , 
19&B), V ol. 1 , pp . 56- 7 . ( i t a l i c s  m in e .)
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v e r s io n ,  th e  boy was soon t o  become th e  lo n g - te rm  p r o te g l  o f  a  somewhat 

shady la d y ,  whose p a s t  in  th e  Sw iss Vaud c o u n try  w here I s a a c  R ousseau  now 

r e s id e d  was n o t w ith o u t b le m is h , and  whose p r e s e n t  in c lu d e d  employment as 

" c o n v e r te r"  and sometime s e c r e t  a g e n t f o r  th e  Savoy governm ent and th e  

C a th o lic  Church — G eneva 's a rc h -en e m ie s . I s a a c  R ousseau , whose se n tim e n ts  

o f  p a t r io t i s m  were s t ro n g e r  th an  th o s e  o f  p a t e r n i t y ,  n e v e r  fo rg av e  h is  son 

f o r  th e s e  consequences o f  h i s  f l i g h t  from  G eneva, and was t o  d ie  conv inced  

th a t  h is  son was a  f a i l u r e  who had  sh am e fu lly  l e t  him down - -  j u s t  a  b i t  

more g u i l t  f o r  Jea n -Jac q u e s  t o  b e a r .  I t  m ust be  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  th e  g u i l t  

R ousseau f e l t  co n cern in g  h i s  co n v ers io n  was a t ta c h e d  t o  h is  f a t h e r 's  o p in io n  

o f  h im , n o t a  r e l ig io u s  g u i l t ,  and R ousseau  was l a t e r  t o  s ig h :  "Que n 'a ^ - t-  

i l  vecu q u a tre  ans de p lu s  p o u r v o i r  l e  nom de son f i l s  v o le r  dans 

l 'E u ro p e .' H e la s , i l  en s e r a i t  rnort de joie.'"-*- More im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  son 

w ould have s h a re d  th e  f a t h e r ’ s e l a t i o n .

2 GE ig h te e n th -c e n tu ry  Savoy was a  s m a l l ,  w e ll-g o v e rn e d  in d ep en d en t s t a t e J

w ith  a s t ro n g  m i l i t a r y  t r a d i t i o n  and  a  F rench  c u l tu r e .  S in ce  th e  s ix te e n th

c e n tu ry ,  ro y a l  a l l i a n c e s  h ad  t i e d  th e  l i t t l e  kingdom t o  th e  C ourt o f  F ra n c e ,

and no r e a l  n a t io n a l  f e e l in g  e x i s t e d  e x c e p t a  k in d  o f  F rench  p a t r i o t i s m

d u rin g  R o u sseau 's  re s id e n c y  th e r e .  The la n d s  w ere p ro s p e ro u s , p r e t t y  and

r i c h ,  th e  p eo p le  n e i th e r  ex trem ely  w e a lth y  n o r  ex trem ely  p o o r. L ife  was

sw eet in  Savoy, whose p le a s u re s  w ere  o f  b o th  a  c o rp o ra l  and a  s p i r i t u a l

o rd e r .  In  c e r t a in  r e s p e c t s ,  th e n , i t  re sem b led  i t s  F rench  n e ig h b o r , w h e rea s ,

•̂C onfessions d r a f t ,  0 . C. I ,  p . I l6 0 ,

P o p u la t io n  c . 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

Under V ictor-A m adeus I I  u n t i l  1730, th e n  u n d er C harles-Em m anuel I I I .
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i n  o t h e r s ,  i t  was c lo s e r  to  R o u sseau 's  f a th e r la n d .  P u b lic  s u r v e i l l a n c e  

was g r e a t  in  S avoy, f o r  exam ple. M ontesquieu had w r i t t e n  o f  i t :  "F o r

n o th in g  w ould I  w ish  t o  be th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e s e  sm a ll k in g s . They know 

e v e ry th in g  you do; th e y  alw ays have you b e fo re  t h e i r  e y e s ;  th e y  know y o u r 

e x a c t  re v e n u e s ; . . .  th e y  know th e  s m a l le s t  fam ily  d e t a i l s ,  t o  m a rr ia g e s  in  

th e  s m a l le s t  v i l l a g e s  and th e y  a re  in v o lv e d  in  them . . . .  B e t te r  to  be l o s t  

in  th e  s t a t e s  o f  a  g r e a t  m a s te r .

At f i r s t  m erely  "open to  o f f e r s , "  and f e e l in g  s e c u re  in  h i s  a n t i -  

C a th o lic  p r e ju d ic e s ,  J e a n -J a c q u e s , p la y in g  w ith  f i r e ,  s e n t  to v S a v o y 's  

m ost im p o r ta n t " c o n v e r te r ,"  an e ld e r ly  p r i e s t  who s e n t  th e  boy a lo n g  t o  a  

" c h a r i t a b l e  la d y "  in  Annecy. The s ig h t  o f  t h i s  woman, tw e n ty - e ig h t- y e a r -  

o ld  Mme. de Warens and th e  sound o f  h e r  " s i lv e r y  v o ic e "  i n s t a n t l y  p r o s e ly t i z e d  

th e  n o t - q u i t e - s ix t e e n - y e a r - o ld  b o y , who c o u ld  th in k  on ly  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  a  

t i e  betw een h e r  and h im s e lf . Wot on ly  was she th e  f i r s t  a r i s t o c r a t  o f  h is  

e x p e r ie n c e  — a lth o u g h  n o t th e  "b aro n n ess"  she p u rp o r te d  h e r s e l f  t o  be — 

b u t  she was th e  image o f  an A stre e  sh e p h e rd e ss , w ith  a sh -b lo n d  h a i r ,  an­

g e l i c  b lu e  e y e s , s k in  o f  p o rc e la in  and an ample "go rge  e n c h a n te r e s s e ."

More im p o r ta n t ly ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  s e n s e d , as do weak and s e n s i t i v e  s o u l s ,  t h a t  

t h i s  woman was u n u su a lly  g e n tle  and s e n t im e n ta l ,  t h a t  he w ould b e  s a f e  w ith  

h e r  and c o u ld  use  and dom inate h e r  in  h is  own w ay, w ith o u t f e a r  o f  r e j e c t i o n .  

T h is  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e x p la in  w hat he c a l l s  th e  "sym pathy o f  s o u ls .

lC i t e d  in  M aurice V au ssa rd , La Vie q u o tid ie n n e  en I t a l i e  au d ix -h u itie m e  
s i e c l e  ( P a r i s :  H a c lie tte , 1959) t p . 2(3.

p
^ S ee , fo r  exam ple, R o u sse au 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  h i s  se n tim e n ts  f o r  Mme. de 

W arens: "Que ceux q u i n i e n t  l a  sym path ie  des Sines e x p l iq u e n t ,  s ' i l s  p e u v e n t,
comment de l a  p re m ie re  e n tr e v u e , du p re m ie r m ot, du p re m ie r  r e g a r d ,  Mme. de 
Warens r a 'i n s p i r e ,  non seu lem en t l e  p lu s  v i f  a tta c h e m e n t. m ais une c o n fia n ce  
p a r f a i t e .  e t  q u i ne s ' e s t  Jam ais d em en tie . Supposons que ce que J ' a i  s e n t i  
p o u r e l l e  f u t  v e r i ta b le m e n t de 1 ' amour; ce qu i p a r a l t r a  t o u t  au moins dou- 
te u x  a  q u i s u iv r a  l ' h i s t o i r e  de nos l i a i s o n s ;  comment c e t t e  p a s s io n  f u t - e l l e
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His i n t u i t i o n  d id  n o t f a i l  h im , b u t  h i s  judgm ent o f  h e r  s e n tim e n ts  

was ag a in  e r ro n e o u s ly  b a se d  on h i s  w orldv iew  and p e r s o n a l i t y ,  n o t  h e r s .  

However, fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  h i s  l i f e ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  fo u n d , in  Mme. de 

W arens, an u n s e l f i s h  p a r e n t - f i g u r e  who w ould do him more good th a n  harm 

and , more im p o r ta n t ly ,  a f r i e n d  who w ould n o t l e t  him down. Even i f  th e  

r e l a t io n s h ip  was t o  p rove  l e s s  th a n  p e r f e c t ,  h is  jo y  on r e c o u n t in g  t h i s  

Palm Sunday m eetin g  i s  j u s t i f i e d :  how msny go th ro u g h  l i f e  w ith o u t e v e r

f in d in g  even t h a t  good a f r ie n d ?

W ith Mme. de W arens, J e a n -Ja c q u e s  in a u g u ra te d  an e x h i b i t i o n i s t i c  

te c h n iq u e  o f  a t ta c h m e n t- th r o u g h -p i ty f  — t e l l i n g  h is  " l i t t l e  s t o r y . "  T h is 

te c h n iq u e ,  fo rc e d  on him as an e x p e d ie n t b u t in  p e r f e c t  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  h is  

c h a r a c te r ,  was t o  p ro v e  an u n p re c e d e n te d  su c c e ss  in  h is  human r e l a t i o n s  and 

i s  s t i l l  w orking i t s  w i t c h c r a f t  on h is  r e a d e rs  to d a y . R ousseau  t e l l s  i t  

th u s :  "Mme. de Warens v o u lu t s a v o i r  l e s  d e t a i l s  de ma p e t i t e  h i s t o i r e ;  j e

r e t r o u v a i  p o u r l a  l u i  c o n te r  t o u t  l e  fe u  que j 'a v a i s  p e rd u  chez mon m a itre .

accompagnee des s a  n a is s a n c e  des s e n tim e n ts  q u 'e l l e  i n s p i r e  l e  m oins; l a  
p a ix  du c o e u r . l e  calm e. l a  s e r e n i t e .  l a  s e c u r i t y .  1*a ssu ra n c e ?  Comment 
en ap p rochan t p o u r l a  p re m ie re  f o is  d 'u n e  femme a im a b le , p o l i e , e b lo u i s s a n te ;
d 'u n e  dame d 'u n  e t a t  s u p e r ie u r  au m ien , d o n t j e  n 'a v a i s  jam a is  aborde  l a
p a r e i l l e ,  de c e l l e  d o n t d e p e n d a it mon s o r t  en qu e lq u e  s o r t e  p a r  1 ' i n t e r S t  
p lu s  ou moins g rand  q u 'e l l e  y p r e n d r a i t ;  comment, d i s - j e ,  avec t o u t  c e la  
me t r o u v a i - j e  a  1 ' i n s t a n t  a u s s i  l i b r e .  a u s s i  a  mon a i s e .  que s i  j 'e u s s e  e te  
p a r fa i te m e n t s t ir  de l u i  p l a i r e ?  Comment n 'e u s - J e  pas un moment d 'e m b a r ra s . 
de t i m i d i t e .  de g§ne? H a tu re lle m e n t h o n te u x , d e co n te n a n c e , n 'a y a n t  jam ais  
vu l e  monde, comment p r i s - j e  avec e l l e  du p re m ie r  j o u r ,  du p re m ie r  i n s t a n t  
l e s  m anieres f a c i l e s .  l e  lan g ag e  t e n d r e .  l e  to n  f a m i l i e r  que j ' a v a i s  d ix  ans 
a p r e s , lo rsq u e  l a  p lu s  g rande i n t i m i t e  l ' e u t  ren d u  n a tu r e l?  A -t-o n  de l 'a r a o u r ,  
j e  ne d is  pas sans d e s i r s ,  j ' e n  a v a i s ;  m ais san s  in q u ie tu d e ,  san s  j a l o u s i e ?
He v eu t-o n  pas au moins ap p ren d re  de l 'o b j e t  q u 'o n  aime s i  l 'o n  e s t  aime? 
c l 'e s t  une q u e s t io n  q u ' i l  ne m 'e s t  p as  p lu s  venu dans 1 ' e s p r i t  de l u i  f a i r e  
une f o ia  en ma v i e ,  que de me dem ander a moi-meme s i  j e  m 'a ira a is .  e t  jam a is  
e l l e  n 'a  e te  p lu s  c u r ie u s e  avec m oi. I I  y e u t  c e r ta in e m e n t q u e lq u e  chose de 
s in g u l ie r e  dans mes s e n tim e n ts  p o u r c e t t e  charm ante femme . . .  ^ C o n fe s s io n s .
O.C. I ,  p . 52. ( I t a l i c s  m ine. )

•^Probably d e r iv e d  from such  c h ild h o o d  su c c e sse s  as th e  "g o o d n ig h t, r o a s t"  
in c id e n t  (see  p . 68 h e r e in ) .
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P lu s  j  ' i n t e r e s s a i s  c e t t e  e x c e l le n t  3ne en ma fa v e u r , p lu s  e l l e  p l a i g n a i t

l e  s o r t  au q u e l j ' a l l a i s  m 'ex p o se r. Sa te n d re  com passion se  m arq u a it dans

son a i r ,  dans son r e g a r d ,  dans s e s  gestes."-*-

Whatever her sen tim en ts nay a c tu a lly  have been ~  and what th ey  v ere  a t

t h i s  p o in t  i s  n o t to o  im p o rta n t ~  Mme. de Warens was doing  h e r  jo b :  she

gave Je a n -Ja c q u e s  a  l i t t l e  expense money and s e n t  him on t o  th e  H ospice o f

th e  Holy S p i r i t  in  T o r in o , where he was to  s ta y  u n t i l  a  s u i t a b le  jo b  c o u ld

be found. He was n o t unaware t h a t  h is  co n v e rs io n  t o  C a th o lic ism  was im p lie d

in  th e  pack ag e . J e a n -Ja c q u e s  l e f t  h e r  house w ith  a  com bination  o f  r e g r e t  and

jo y ,  s o r ry  t o  have been  s e n t  away b u t e l a t e d  t o  have found a  s t a b l e  p o in t

o f  r e f e re n c e  to  g iv e  p u rp o se  and p e r s p e c t iv e  t o  h is  l i f e .  As R ousseau  p u t

i t ,  "Ma douce in q u ie tu d e  a v a i t  un o b je t  qu i l a  r e n d a i t  moins e r r a n te  e t

f i x a i t  mon im a g in a tio n . Je  me r e g a rd a is  comme l ’ouv rage , l ' e l e v e , l 'a m i ,
2

p re sq u e  l 'a m a n t  de Mme. de W arens." And a g a in , " p a r ta n t  p o u r o b e ir  a  

Mme. de W arens, j e  me r e g a rd a is  comme v iv a n t to u jo u r s  sous s a  d i r e c t i o n ;
O

c 'e t a i t  p lu s  que de v iv re  a  son v o is in a g e , His commitment t o  h e r ,  he f e l t ,  

im p lie d  a r e c ip r o c a l  o b l ig a t io n  w hich s to o d  as a  bond betw een them  and to o k  

th e  w e ig h t o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  d e s t in y  o f f  h is  own s h o u ld e r s .

R ousseau  l a t e r  s a id  he co u ld  n o t remember a  more c a re f r e e  i n t e r v a l  th a n  

h is  w alk t o  T o rin o .

T o rin o  was th e n  a  p ro s p e ro u s , fa s t-g ro w in g  ro y a l  c i t y ,  c o n ta in in g  f a r  

below  100,000 in h a b i ta n t s  b u t s t i l l  d en se ly  p o p u la te d , making s t r e e t  l i f e  

crow ded and l i v e l y .  As J e a n -Ja c q u e s  approached  t h i s  glamorous c a p i t a l ,  

a m b itio n  o v e rto o k  him . "D eja j e  me re g a rd a is  comme in f in im e n t a u -d e ssu s  de

-̂C o n fe ss io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p .  53.

2I b i d . , p .  58.

3 l b i d . , p .  5U.
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mon ancien  e t a t  d 'a p p r e n t i  . . .  "1  The H ospice p ro v ed  a  d isa p p o in tm e n t, to  

say  th e  l e a s t .  Our h e ro  found h im s e lf  in  a  gloom y, re g im e n te d , p r i s o n l ik e  

atm osphere w ith  o n ly  a  few young N o rth -A fr ic a n  Jew s , m ost o f  whom he found 

re p u g n a n t, as c la s s m a te s .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  b r i e f l y  and v a in ly  opposed h is  

m i l i t a n t  P r o te s ta n t is m  to  th e  s u b t l e  dogma o f  c o n f irm a tio n  c l a s s ,  b u t ,  s e e in g  

no o th e r  way ou t and c o n sc io u s  o f  h i s  e m b a rra ss in g  p o s i t i o n ,  he broke down 

and c o n v e rted  in  r e c o rd  tim e  —  l e s s  th a n  two w eek s.^  S in ce  no job and 

l i t t l e  money was fo r th c o m in g , c o n tra ry  t o  e x p e c ta t io n s ,  he a p p a re n tly  asked  

t o  be a llo w ed  to  s ta y  on f o r  s e v e r a l  m onths.

D uring h is  r e s id e n c e  a t  th e  H o sp ic e , a  tw e n ty -y e a r -o ld  fe llo w -c o n v e r te e  

sought h is  company w ith  s u r p r i s i n g  z e a l .  T his young m an 's  e x o t ic  S e m itic  

appearance and m anners w ould have i n s t i n c t i v e l y  r e p u ls e d  th e  in e x p e r ie n c e d  

And in s e c u re  Swiss l a d ;  b u t i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  R ousseau gave in  p a s s iv e ly  

to  h is  a d m ire r 's  advances — j u s t  as he had  g iven  in  t o  th e  a p p re n tic e s h ip  

companion who had tu r n e d  him i n t o  a  p e t ty  t h i e f ,  j u s t  as he had been ta lk e d  

out o f  some o f  h is  p r i z e d  p o s s e s s io n s  by th e  cou p le  who had  accom panied him 

t o  T o rin o . "Quelque e f f r o i  que j 'e u s s e  n a tu re l le m e n t  de ce v is a g e  de p a in  

d 'e p ic e  orne d 'u n e  longue  b a lS tf r e , e t  de ce re g a rd  allum e qu i s e m b la it 

p lu t3 t  f u r ie u x  que t e n d r e ,  j 'e n d u r a i s  s e s  b a i s e r s  en me d is a n t  en moi-meme: 

l e  pauvre homme a con§u p o u r moi tine a m itie  b ie n  v iv e , j ' a u r a i s  t o r t  de l e  

r e b u t e r . " 3  I n t e r p r e t i n g  J e a n - J a c q u e s ' p a s s i v i t y  as a c q u ie sc e n c e , th e  young 

man co n tin u e d  h is  advances w h ic h , grow ing b o ld e r  and b o ld e r ,  f i n a l l y  r e -

•k rb id . ,  p .  59.

The f a th e r  o f  an a p p re n t ic e s h ip  f r i e n d  (B §.cle, soon to  r e e n te r  th e  p ic ­
tu r e )  h ad , fo llo w in g  a  do m estic  i n c i d e n t ,  undergone an e x p e r ie n c e  s im i la r  t o  
R o u sseau 's  b u t  had b ack ed  o u t a t  th e  l a s t  m in u te , p av in g  h is  expenses a t  th e  
h o sp ice  — c o n d it io n  w hich  R ousseau  w ould have been  unab le  to  f u l f i l l .

^ I b i d . , p .  67 .



116

v e a le d  t h e i r  m o tiv a tio n  w ith  a l l - t o o - c l e a r  e v id e n c e . R em arkably , J e a n -  

J a c q u e s ' p a s s iv i t y  c o n tin u e d : "Je  me d£gagea i im petueusem ent en p o u s sa n t

un c r i  e t  f a i s a n t  un s a u t  en a r r i e r e , e t  san s  m arquer n i  in d ig n a t io n  n i  

c o l e r e , c a r  j e  n 'a v a i s  p as  l a  m oindre id e e  de ce do n t i l  s ' a g i s s a i t ,  j ' e x -  

p r im a i ma s u r p r i s e  e t  mon degoGt avec t a n t  d 'e n e r g ie  q u ' i l  me l a i s s a  l a  . . .

But J e a n -Ja c q u e s  d id  rem a in , p a ra ly z e d  w ith  f a s c i n a t i o n ,  t e r r o r  and d i s ­

b e l i e f ,  and saw th e  g o a l o f  th e  ad vances. Only th e n  d id  he f l e e .  " Je  

m 'e la n q a i s u r  le  b a lco n  p lu s  emu, p lu s  t r o u b l e ,  p lu s  e f f r a y e  meme que je  

ne l 'a v a i s  e te  de ma v i e ,  e t  p r e t  a me t r o u v e r  m a l."  R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  

w ith  d is g u s t  h is  im p ress io n  o f  th e  young S e m ite 's  amorous a t t i t u d e ,  u s in g  

words such as "h id e u x ,"  " o b s t a c le ,"  " s a l e , "  " a f f r e u x ,"  and  " b r u t a l . "

J e a n -J a c q u e s ' r e a c t io n  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  ~  b u t we b e l ie v e  t h a t  h o m o sex u a lity  

has n o th in g  to  do w ith  i t .  What th e  a rd e n t  a g g re s s o r  h ad  exposed t o  R ousseau 

was n o t h o m o sex u a lity  b u t  m a s tu rb a t io n ,  in  w hich R ousseau  was fo rc e d  to  

w itn e s s  th e  s p e c ta c le  o f  h is  own " v ic e "  ~  h im s e l f ,  as i t  w e re , i n  th e  most 

u n f l a t t e r i n g  l i g h t .  In  a  second  s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  l a t e r ,  in  L yons, i t  was 

a g a in  q u e s tio n  o f  m a s tu rb a t io n , n o t h o m o s e x u a lity , in  w h ich  R ou sseau , s e a te d  

on a  p a rk  bench  a t  t w i l i g h t  and h a v in g  e n te r e d  i n t o  c a s u a l  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  

a  s t r a n g e r ,  was sudden ly  c o n fro n te d  w ith  th e  same s p e c ta c le  — a  n ig h tm a rish  

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  a  s e l f  whose e x is te n c e  i t  was n e c e s sa ry  f o r  him t o  deny in
a

o rd e r  t o  p re s e rv e  h is  own s e l f - r e s p e c t .  Once a g a in  R ousseau f l e d  in  t e r r o r .

•^ Ib id ., p .  67 .

I b i d . , p . 67 .

3"Je fus s i  e f f r a y e  de c e t t e  im pudence que san s  l u i  re p o n d re , j e  me le v a i  
p rec ip itam m en t e t  me mis a  f u i r a  to u te s  Jambes c ro y a n t a v o ir  ce m is e ra b le  a 
mes t r o u s s e s ,  J 'e t a i s  s i  t r o u b le  q u 'a u  l i e u  de g ag n er mon lo g is  p a r  l a  rue  
S t .  D om inique, je  courus du c 6 te  du q u a i , e t  ne m 'a r r § t a i  q u 'a u - d e la  du p o n t 
de b o i s ,  a u s s i  tre m b la n t que s i  j e  v e n a is  de com m ettre un c rim e . J ' e t a i s  su -  
j e t  au  meme v ic e ;  ce s o u v e n ir  m 'en g u e r i t  p o u r  lo n g te m p s ."  I b i d . ,  p .  166.
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On th e  t h i r d  and f i n a l  e n c o u n te r  w ith  a  w ould-he a g g re s s o r ,  a g a in  no homo­

s e x u a l  a c t  to o k  p la c e  b u t  R ousseau was once more fo rce d  t o  see  h im s e l f  as

lo a th eso m e  due t o  th e  s c o r n f u l  t r e a tm e n t  by th e  m an's la n d la d y  and h e r  fa m ily .

W hether i n  r e a l i t y  o r  in  h i s  c o n sc ie n c e , R ousseau c l e a r ly  p e rc e iv e d  th e  f i n g e r

o f  a c c u s a tio n  p o in te d  in  h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  "Je  vo y a is  dans le u r s  re g a rd s

i n s u l t a n t s  e t  moqueurs une f u r e u r  cach £ e , a  la q u e l le  J 'a v a i s  l a  s tu p i d i t y  

de ne r i e n  com prendre. E b a h i, s t u p e f a i t ,  p r § t  a  le s  c r o i r e  to u te s  p o s s e d e e s ,  

Je  commensals t o u t  de bon a  m 'e f f r a y e r  . . .  1,1 P a ra ly z ed  by t i m i d i t y ,  as was 

h i s  custom , R ousseau d a re d  n o t le a v e  t h e i r  p re sen c e  u n t i l  th e  d e p a r tu re  

o f  h i s  com panion, a  p r i e s t ,  "toho p re te n d e d  t o  see  and h e a r  n o th in g "  (p e rh ap s  

b e ca u se  th e  h o s t i l i t y  came from  in s id e  R ousseau h im s e lf ) .  Then R ousseau 

" h a s te n e d  to  fo llo w  th e  man, v e ry  g la d  t o  e scap e  th o se  th r e e  f u r i e s "  and

h i s  unw anted ad m ire r as w e l l .

The u n f l a t t e r i n g  C o n fess io n s  p o r t r a i t  o f  th e  Jew and th e  h o sp ic e  as

u g ly  and n a u s e a t in g ,  th e n ,  was a  f a i t h f u l  r e p l i c a  o f  R o u sseau 's  v e ry  r e a l

s u b je c t iv e  view o f  th e  scen e  b u t b o re  no n e c e s sa ry  resem blance  t o  th e  o b je c ­

t i v e  v iew . U n t i l  t h i s  moment, young R ousseau had  been a b le  to  se e  h im s e lf  

as d iv o rc e d  from th e  s e x u a l  d e s i r e s  he had  been  e x p e r ie n c in g  by t r a n s p o s in g  

them  o n to  th e  " in n o c e n t"  l e v e l s  o f  i n f a n t i l i s m  o r  i d e a l i s t i c  f i c t i o n ,  in  

w hich h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was on ly  v ic a r io u s .  U n t i l  th e n ,  he had been  a b le  

t o  p le a d  ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  s tr a n g e  s e n s a tio n s  a s s a i l i n g  

him . Now, th e  J e w 's  fra n k  and b r u t a l  d em o n stra tio n  b ro u g h t out w ith  unm is­

ta k a b le  c l a r i t y  th e  t r u e  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  d e s i r e s ,  which he had ,ao i'T a±  s a t i s ­

f a c t o r i l y  r e p re s s e d  ( th u s  h i s  f e a r  o f  p o rn o g rap h y ). The overw helm ing r e v u l­

s io n  f e l t  tow ards th e  Jew r e p re s e n te d  d is g u s t  f e l t  tow ard  h im s e l f ,  th ro u g h

1I b i d .  , p .  167.
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i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  young man. T h e r e a f t e r ,  R ousseau was no lo n g e r  

s e x u a lly  " in n o c e n t ."  H is  onanism  began  a t  t h i s  t im e .

Beyond t h i s  u n fo r tu n a te  in t r o d u c t io n  i n t o  th e  rea lm  o f  c a r n a l  know ledge, 

th e  Jew was a ls o  •undoubtedly a  s t r a n g e  and fo rm id ab le  c r e a tu r e ,  w ith  l i t t l e  

ap p ea l f o r  R ousseau . Ho s i m i l a r i t y  o f  w o rld -v iew s o r  l i f e - s t y l e s  e x i s t e d  

betw een them , no community o f  i n t e r e s t s .  The a n t i - S e m it ic  e s t h e t i c  p r e ju ­

d ic e s  o f  h i s  f a th e r l a n d ,  h is  i d e a l i s t i c  v a lu e s ,  even h is  opportun ism  would 

have r e p e l l e d  him from t h i s  s t r a n g e  f e l lo w , even assum ing h is  la c k  o f  w o rld ly  

e x p e r ie n c e  had  —  as may w e l l  have  been  th e  c a se  — b l in d e d  him  t o  th e  g o a l 

o f  th e  young m an 's ad v an ces. A t th e  m o st, t h e n ,  we see  t h i s  in c id e n t  sis an 

example o f  R o u sseau ’s a l r e a d y - a c t iv e  v e rb a l  e x h ib i t io n is m , s im i l a r  t o  th e  

t e l l i n g  o f  h i s  " l i t t l e  s t o r y , "  whose o b je c t  w ould  be  t o  form an e m o tio n a l 

bond betw een h im s e lf  and th e  h e a r e r  ( o r ,  l a t e r ,  th e  r e a d e r ) .  S ta rv in g  f o r  

p a r e n t - l i k e  a t t e n t io n  and a p p ro v a l ,  in  r e c o u n tin g  th e  ad v en tu re  t o  everyone 

a t  th e  h o s p ic e , R ousseau was a g a in  g iv in g  p u p p e t shows f o r  th e  "g row n-ups,"  

th e  p r i e s t s  o r  f a t h e r - f i g u r e s ,  and p la y in g  th e  r o le  o f  m ak e-b e liev e  p re a c h e r  

f o r  a  w ould-be " f a m ily ."  H is means o f  h a n d lin g  th e  in c id e n t  p ro v ed  f r u i t l e s s .  

He was o f f i c i a l l y  t o l d  t o  hush u p . What m ost J o l t e d  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  in  t h i s  

a f f a i r  was th e  p r i e s t s '  d e m o n s tra t io n  o f  a, s e t  o f  v a lu e s  a l to g e th e r  in  oppo­

s i t i o n  to  h is  own i d e a l i s t i c  o n e s , m is ta k in g  th e  b o y 's  r ig h te o u s  in d ig n a t io n  

fo r  f e a r  o f  an a c t  which th e y  d e s c r ib e d  t o  him  as q u i te  h a rm le ss  an d , f i n a l l y ,  

b a p t iz in g  th e  o f fe n d e r  w ith  g r e a t e r  sym bolic  honor th a n  t h a t  acco rd ed  Je a n -  

Jac q u e s . W ithout ta k in g  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  th e  b o y 's  c h a r a c te r  and h is  

Genevan b ack g ro u n d , h is  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w ould be incoraprehen- 

s ib  l e .

But how d id  he l e t  h im s e lf  tu m b le  i n t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ?  

This i s  a  q u e s tio n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  o u r s u b je c t .  A com bination  o f
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v a r io u s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c to r s  may have been  r e s p o n s ib le :  h is  own d re a d  o f

r e j e c t i o n ,  co u p led  w ith  h i s  e x t r a o r d in a r y  pow er o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  

underdog — t h i s  fe llo w  who a p p a re n tly  n eed ed  a  f r i e n d  —  may have p a ra ly z e d  

h im ; f e a r  o f  th e  g u i l t  in h e r e n t  in  h u r t i n g  a n o th e r 's  f e e l in g s  may have con­

t r i b u t e d  to  h is  p a r a l y s i s ;  a  g e n e ra l  repugnance  to w ard  h o s t i l i t y  may have 

p la y e d  a  p a r t ;  an a v e r s io n  to w ard  m aking h im s e lf  an en en y ; f i n a l l y ,  s h e e r  

in d i f f e r e n c e  may have had  i t s  in f lu e n c e  —  n o t  w a n tin g  t o  ta k e  th e  in c e n t iv e  

in v o lv e d  in  s e t t i n g  t h i s  fe llo w  s t r a i g h t .  H ere a g a in ,  we m ust b e a r  in  mind 

J e a n -J a c q u e s 1 c h a r a c te r  and b ackg round : h i s  e x t r a o r d in a r y  d i f f i c u l t y  in

ta k in g  d e c is iv e  and p o s i t i v e  a c t io n .  I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  n o te w o rth y , th e n ,  

t h a t ,  w h ile  o f te n  a c t iv e  — u n p le a s a n t  and q u a rre lso m e  —  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  

f r i e n d s ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was o f te n  d a n g e ro u s ly  c o m p la isa n t when fa c e d  w ith  p e r ­

s i s t a n t  a g g re s s iv e n e s s  by p e rso n s  t o  whom he was i n d i f f e r e n t .  Such a  su c k e r  

f o r  th e  h a rd  s e l l  w ould do w e ll  t o  a v o id  t h e  m ark e tp lace .1

F ree a g a in , and w ith  l i t t l e  money, J e a n - J a c q u e s ' " b iz a r r e "  and "rom anesque" 

w o r ld v iew once ag ain  came in to  fo c u s . He f e l t  th e  same jo y  and r e le a s e  he 

had  f e l t  upon d isen g a g in g  h im s e lf  from  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip .  L ike a  good Genevan,

^he f i r s t  th in g  he d id  on r e l e a s e  from  th e  h o s p ic e  was t o  go s ig h ts e e in g  

around  th e  c a p i t a l .  I t  was th e  s p le n d id  p a la c e  and c a th e d r a l  t h a t  f a s c in a te d  

him . He to o k  th e  h a b i t  o f  a t te n d in g  r o y a l  mass e v e ry  m orn ing , n o t t ’o re n jo y  

th e  a r t i s t i c  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b e a u ty ,  b u t as much f o r  th e  m a g n if ic e n t m usic 

t h a t  in to x ic a te d  him as t o  eye th e  p r in c e  and h i s  c o u r t i e r s  in  th e  a m u s in tly -  

n a lv e  b u t v e ry  r e a l  hope o f  b e in g  " d is c o v e re d "  by "some young p r in c e s s  who 

m e r ite d  [h is ]  h o m m a g e .H e  l i v e d  a t  a  s o r t  o f  f lo p -h o u se  non by a  good- 

n a tu re d  woman who was k in d  t o  him  and e v e n tu a l ly  found him  a  jo b .  In  th e  

m eantim e, the . n e rv o u s  boy w o rr ie d  ab o u t th e  f u tu r e :  " . . .  m algre  l 'e t o u r d e r i e

1I b i d . . p .  72. ( T r a n s l a t i o n  m in e .)
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j u s q u 'a  l ' e f f r o i . " 1 He began go ing  from door t o  d o o r , o s te n s ib ly  t o  f in d  

en g ra v in g  work o r  any k in d  o f  o d d - jo b , b u t  in  f a c t  to  see k  a  p r o t e c t o r .

In  t h i s  way, he met p r e t t y  I t a l i a n  sh o p k eep e r, Mme. B a s i l e ,  i n  whom he 

a c c u r a te ly  s e n s e d , as he had  w ith  Mme. de W arens, a  g e n tle n e s s  w hich  w ould 

n o t r e j e c t  him . The c o q u e t t i s h  y e t  m odest e leg an ce  o f  t h i s  " p iq u a n t  B r u n e t te ,"  

whose "good c h a r a c te r  p a in te d  on h e r  p r e t t y  face  made h e r  v iv a c io u s n e s s  

to u c h in g ," 2 i n s p i r e d  him w ith  s e x u a l  d e s i r e .  He t o l d  h i s  " l i t t l e  s t o i y , "  

a g a in  w ith  s u c c e s s ,  and h i s  newfound co n fid en ce  le d  him  t o  i n t e r p r e t  Mme. 

B a s i l e 's  s e n tim e n ts  as b e in g  s im i l a r  t o  h i s .  She gave him some b u sy -w o rk , 

p e r m i t t in g  him t o  rem ain  a t  th e  sh o p , d u r in g  w hich tim e  she  n e i t h e r  en co u rag ed  

him  n o r  d isc o u ra g e d  him . T rem bling  w ith  d e s i r e ,  y e t  p a ra ly z e d  by f e a r  o f  

r e j e c t i o n ,  th e  n e u r o t ic  a d o le s c e n t  was a b le  n e i th e r  t o  make a  p o s i t i v e  ad­

vance n o r  to  m a s te r  h is  e m o tio n , te m p o ra r i ly  r e s o lv in g  th e  dilemma by de­

v o u rin g  h e r  body w ith  h i s  " e a g le  e y e ,"  t o  th e  p o in t  o f  i n t o x i c a t i o n ,  im ag in in g  

t h a t  h e r  s e n tim e n ts  w ere t h e  same. The scen e  i s  w ell-know n in  w hich  he 

fo llo w e d  h e r  t o  h e r  bedroom , w here she was s e a te d  by th e  window, e m b ro id e rin g . 

Bel i e v in g  h im s e lf  u n se e n , J e a n -Ja c q u e s  p la c e d  h im s e lf  on h is  k n e e s , e x te n d in g  

h is  arms to w ard  h e r  "w ith  a  p a s s io n a te  movement," o n ly  t o  be " b e tra y e d "  by 

a  m ir r o r .  W ithout chan g in g  h e r  a t t i t u d e ,  th e  young woman beckoned  t o  J e a n -  

J a c q u e s ,  who p la c e d  h im s e lf  a t  h e r  f e e t  in  a  h ig h ly -c h a rg e d , u n c o m fo rta b le  

b u t  d e l i g h t f u l  a t t i t u d e  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by joyous g r a t i tu d e  o f  h e r  p a a iv e  accep­

ta n c e  o f  h is  d e s i r e ,  w hich he im ag ined  she s h a re d , and p a r a l y s i s  c au se d  by 

h i s  la c k  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  and f e a r  o f  r e q u e s t in g  th e  k in d  6 f  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  he

1I b i d . , p .  73.

2I b i d . , p .  73. ( T r a n s l a t i o n  m in e .)
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c o y e te d .1 A s e r v a n t  was h e a rd  n e a rb y , and Mme. B a s i le  q u ic k ly  t o l d  J e a n -  

Jacques t o  le a v e .  Making a  speedy e x i t ,  he s e iz e d  h e r  ex ten d ed  h a n d , to  

w hich he a p p l ie d  ’’tw o b u rn in g  k i s s e s , '1 and w hich he seemed t o  f e e l  p re s s in g  

i t s e l f  a g a in s t  h is  l i p s .  "De mes J o u r s ,"  s i# i e d  R ousseau , "Je  n 'e u s  un s i  

doux moment . . .  "2

What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  th e  s to r y  o f  Mme. B a s i le  i s  t h a t ,  w ith o u t i n t r o ­

duc ing  any new e lem en ts  t o  R o u sse au 's  p sy ch o lo g y , i t  shows t h a t ,  r a t h e r  th a n  

w orking th em se lv e s  o u t ,  h i s  human r e l a t i o n s  problem s w ere becoming aggra^- 

v a te d  and w ere f a l l i n g  i n t o  c e r t a in  t r e n d s .  O bviously  t r y i n g  to  " f in d  him­

s e l f "  — and h is  s e a rc h  w ould  c o n tin u e  f o r  y e a r s  t o  come — he was ta k in g

th e  ro ut e  fo rc e d  on him  by a m b itio n , t h a t  o f  o p portun ism  r a th e r  th a n  "elbow

g re a se "  an d , in  t h i s  c o n te x t ,  was d ev e lo p in g  te c h n iq u e s  t o  w in - f r ie n d s -a n d -  

in f lu e n c e -p e o p le  t h a t  fa v o re d  h i s  p a s s iv e  p e r s o n a l i t y .  He was now sy s tem a t­

i c a l l y  p la y in g  th e  r o le  o f  v ic t im  (w hich was becom ing him  le s s  and l e s s ) ,  

and , in  d o in g  s o , was n o t b e in g  e n t i r e l y  open and ab o v e-b o ard , coming to  

blame e x t e r i o r  c irc u m sta n c e s  f o r  h i s  own f a u l t s .  Nor was he an o u ts ta n d in g ly  

t a l e n te d  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  e x t e r i o r  c irc u m s ta n c e s . To i l l u s t r a t e  R o u sseau 's  

d e fe c tiv e  l o g ic  a t  t im e s  when he i s  n o t b e in g  h o n e s t w ith  h im s e lf ,  we tu rn  

back t o  th e  Mme. B a s i le  s t o r y ,  o f  w hich we la y  a s id e  th e  amusing and p e rh ap s

p u r p o s e ly - d i s t r a c t i n g  B o ccacc ian  e le m e n ts , c o n c e n tra t in g  on ly  on i t s  s p i r i t .

J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was d eep ly  t r o u b le d  by th e  p re se n c e  o f  a  t h i r d  p a r ty  a t

^See p . 88 h e r e in .  T h is  in d e e d  r e p r e s e n ts  one o f  R o u sseau 's  p e t r i f i e d  
p r iv i le g e d  moments. "Nous ne  f a i s io n s  [a g a in  n o te  th e  im p e rfe c t te n s e ]  pas 
l e  moiridre mouvement; un s i l e n c e  p ro fo n d  r e g n a i t  e n t r e  n o u s ; m ais que le  
coeu r d i s a i t  e t  s e n t a i t  de choses.' C e tte  s i t u a t i o n  p a r a l t r a  t r e s  p l a t e  a  
b ie n  des l e c t e u r s ; c ep en d an t J 'e u s  l i e u  de p e n s e r  q u 'e l l e  ne d e p l a i s a i t  pas 
a l a  jeu n e  p e rs o n n e , e t  p o u r  moi .1 'y  a u r a is  p a s s e  ma v ie  e n t i e r e .  .1'y  
a u ra is  p a s s e  l ' e t e r n i t e  san s  r i e n  d e s i r e r  de p l u s . " C o n fess io n s  d r a f t .
O.C. I ,  p . 1161. See p .

C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  76.
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Mme. B a s i l e 's ,  a  s a l e s c l e r k  whom he saw as h a v in g  been  e n t r u s te d  w ith  th e  

l a d y 's  guard  by a  je a lo u s  husband  and as h a v in g  s e c r e t  p r e te n t io n s  t o  h e r  

f a v o rs .  This man loomed om inously and in e x o ra b ly  in  th e  background as a  

h o s t i l e  w itn e s s  and p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t .  The t r i a n g l e  b e g in s  th u s :  ”11 en

p r i t  beaucoup c o n tre  m oi, auo ique  j 'a im a s s e  a  l 'e n t e n d r e  jo u e r  de l a  f l u t e ,  

dont i l  j o u a i t  a s s e z  b ie n .  Ce n o u v e l E g is te  g ro g n a it  to u jo u r s  quand i l  me 

v o y a it e n t r e r  chez s a  Dame: i l  me t r a i t a i t  avec un d£dain  q u 'e l l e  l u i  re n -

d a i t  b ie n .  I I  s e m b la it  meme q u 'e l l e  se  p l u t  p o u r l e  to u rm e n te r  a  me c a r e s s e r  

en s a  p re s e n c e ,  e t  c e t t e  s o r t e  de v en g ean ce , quo ique  f o r t  de mon g o ttt , l ' e u t  

e te  b ie n  p lu s  dans l e  t e te - a ^ - t§ te .  ”‘L T hen , a f t e r  th e  bedroom in c id e n t ,  as 

Jea n -Jac q u e s  so u g h t a  second  o p p o r tu n i ty :

"Les deux jo u r s  s u iv a n ts  j 'e u s  b eau  g u e t t e r  un nouveau t e t e - a - t e t e ,  i l  

me f u t  in p o s s ib le  d 'e n  t r o u v e r  l e  moment, e t  j e  n ' a p e rg u s  de s a  p a r t  aucun 

s o in  p o u r l e  m enager. E l le  e u t  meme l e  m a in tie n  non p lu s  f r o i d ,  m ais p lu s  

r e te n u  q u 'a  1 ' o r d i n a i r e ,  e t  j e  c r o i s  q u 'e l l e  e v i t a i t  mes re g a rd s  de p e u r  

de ne p o u v o ir  a s s e z  g o u v e rn e r l e s  s i e n s .  Son m audit Commis f u t  p lu s  d e so la n t 

que ja m a is . I I  d e v in t meme r a i l l e u r ,  goguenard ; i l  me d i t  que je  f e r a i s  mon 

chemin p re s  des dames. Je  t r e m b la is  d 'a v o i r  commis que lque  i n d i s c r e t i o n ,  

e t  me re g a rd a n t d e ja  comme d ' i n t e l l i g e n c e  avec e l l e ,  j e  vou lus c o u v r ir  du 

m ystere  un goftt q u i j u s q u 'a lo r s  n 'e n  a v a i t  pas g ran d  b e s o in . C ela  me r e n d i t  

p lu s  c ir c o n s p e c t  a  s a i s i r  l e s  o c c a s io n s  de l e  s a t i s f a i r e ,  e t  a  fo rc e  de le s  

v o u lo i r  sQ re s , j e  n 'e n  t r o u v a i  p lu s  du t o u t . ”2

Je a n -Ja c q u e s  came t o  see  h im s e lf  as b e in g  mocked by t h i s  o m n isc ien t 

enemy. Mme. B a s i le  had  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s id e re d  t r a i n i n g  Jea n -Jac q u e s  t o  do 

sim p le  b o o k k eep in g , th e n  had  l e t  th e  id e a  d ro p . Suddenly  th e  s a l e s c l e r k

1I b i d . , p .  7^.

2I b i d . , p .  77.
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became e n th u s i a s t i c  abou t th e  id e a  and o f fe re d  to  te a c h  th e  b o y , so  t h a t  

he co u ld  o f f e r  h is  s e r v ic e s  t o  M onsieur B a s ile  on th e  l a t t e r ' s  r e t u r n ,  "11 

y a v a i t  dans son to n ,  dans son a i r  j e  ne s a is  quo i de fa u x , de m a lin , 

d 'i r o n iq u e  q u i ne me d o n n a it p as  de l a  c o n f ia n c e ," 1 Mme. B a s i l e ,  he 

added (p e rh ap s  m erely  w ish in g  i t  had been s o ) ,  w ith o u t a w a it in g  a  r e p ly ,  

t o l d  th e  c le r k  c o ld ly  t h a t  Jea n -Jac q u e s  was g r a t e f u l  f o r  h i s  o f f e r s  b u t 

t h a t  she lo o k e d  fo rw ard  t o  f o r tu n e 's  e v e n tu a lly  fa v o r in g  th e  l a d 's  m e rit  

and t h a t  " i t  w ould be a  g re a t  shame i f ,  w ith  such  w i t ,  he sh o u ld  t u r n  o u t to  

be a mere s a l e s c l e r k . "

F i n a l l y ,  when th e  " b r u ta l "  husband re tu rn e d  home, in  sy m b o lic  r e d  c o a t 

w ith  g o ld  b u t to n s ,  t o  sen d  Jea n -Jac q u e s  p ack ing  and em b arrass  Mme. B a s ile  

in  f r o n t  o f  g u e s t s ,  i t  was th e  s a le s c le r k  who " tr iu m p h a n tly "  d e l iv e r e d  th e  

m essage. " I I  a s s a iso n n a  s a  com m ission de to u t  ce q u i p o u v a i t  l a  re n d re  i n -
p

s u l t a n te  e t  c r u e l l e . "  Jea n -Jac q u e s  hung around th e  shop a  b i t ,  b u t  th e  

s a l e s c l e r k ,  s p o t t in g  h im , made a  "more e x p re s s iv e  th a n  a t t r a c t i v e "  g e s tu re  

w ith  a  y a r d s t i c k ,  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d isco u rag e  th e  young s u i t o r .

Now, w h a tev e r th e  s a l e s c l e r k 's  and Mme. B a s i l e 's  in t e n t io n s  may have 

b e e n , J e a n -J a c q u e s ' w ere d e f in i t e ly  l e s s  th an  h o n o ra b le , and  h is  u s e fu ln e s s  

to  th e  shop was n i l .  The s a le s c le r k  d id  n o th in g  w rong, b u t  h i s  p re se n c e  

rem inded Je a n -Ja c q u e s  o f  what he_ was doing w rong. I n s te a d  o f  abandoning  h is  

d ish o n o ra b le  in te n t io n s  o r ,  on th e  o th e r  hand , p u rs u in g  them  and p a y in g  no 

a t t e n t io n  t o  th e  b y s ta n d e r ,  th e  boy t r i e d  to  keep h is  f e e l in g s  b u t  h id e  

them ; how ever, he co u ld  n o t lo s e  th e  c o n v ic tio n  t h a t  t h i s  man knew e v e ry th in g  

t h a t  was g o in g  on in  h is  mind and was mocking him . ( in d e e d , young R o u sseau 's  

h e a r t  was p ro b a b ly  on h i s  s le e v e .)  Perhaps th e  d isc o m fo rt cau sed  by t h i s

•̂ b i d . , p .  78 .

2I b i d . , p .  79.
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s i t u a t i o n  a l s o  s e rv e d  to  J u s t i f y  Je  a n -J a c q u e s ' " a f f a i r "  w ith  line. B a s i l e ,  

as h i s  m a s te r 's  b e a t in g s  had  " J u s t i f i e d "  fu tu r e  t h e f t s .

Soon a f t e r  th e  lime. B a s i le  a f f a i r ,  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' la n d la d y  found him a  

job  as la ck ey  t o  a  w e a lth y  widow. Again th e  b o y 's  hopes o f  b e in g  "d is c o v e re d "  

were h ig h . H is  em p lo y er, T herese  de Chabod S a in t-M a u ric e , C ountess de V er- 

c e l l i s , tu rn e d  o u t t o  be a  m id d le -ag ed  woman dy ing  as s t o i c a l l y  as p o s s ib le  

o f  c a n c e r . J e a n - J a c q u e s ' am b itio n  was e x tre m e , and he had lo n g  a w a ite d  t h i s  

o p p o r tu n i ty . He t r i e d  to  spend  as much tim e  as p o s s ib le  w ith  Mme. de 

V e r c e l l i s ,  and  h is  p u rp o se  was c l e a r :  t o  win h e r  h e a r t  and f in d  a  p la c e

in  h e r  w i l l .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  t o l d  h e r  h i s  " l i t t l e  s to ry "  and showed h e r  h is  

l e t t e r s  to  Mme. de W arens. She ex p ressed , c u r io s i t y  and q u e s tio n e d  him co ld ­

l y ,  b u t  h e r  v e ry  d ry n ess  s h a t t e r e d  h i s  c o n f id e n c e , c au s in g  him t o  make t im id ,  

h e s i t a n t  r e p l i e s .  R ousseau i s  s u re  she ju d g ed  him u n fav o rab ly  b ecau se  o f  

t h i s , f e e l in g  h e r  n a t u r a l  d ea th b ed  d e s i r e  sh o u ld  have been  to  do a  good 

deed t o  a p ro m is in g  b u t p o o r a d o le s c e n t .  She d ie d  s e v e r a l  months a f t e r  

J e a n -J a c q u e s ' a r r i v a l ,  l e a v in g  him  th e  same sm a ll sum w hich w ent to  each o f  

h e r  s e r v a n t s .  S a id  R o u sseau , " e l l e  ne f i t  r i e n  p o u r m oi.""1"

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  R ousseau  f e l t  he was th e  v ic t im  o f  h id d en  i n t e r e s t s  a t  

Mme. de V e r c e l l i s ' .  The p r i n c i p a l  s e r v a n ts  ~  th e  b u t l e r ,  h is  w ife  and t h e i r  

n ie c e ,  a  cham berm aid - -  he f e l t  w ere  h o s t i l e  t o  h im , s e e in g  him as a  d i s ­

q u ie t in g  f ig u r e  in  t h e  h o u seh o ld . S e e in g  him as b e in g  above h i s  and t h e i r  

s t a t i o n ,  he s a i d ,  and to o  g reedy  t o  be  j u s t ,  th e y  fe a re d  h i s  m e r it  w ould be 

d is c o v e re d  by th e  c o u n te s s  and t h a t  h e r  e n su in g  g e n e ro s i ty  tow ard  him would 

d im in ish  t h e i r  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  fo rth co m in g  in h e r i ta n c e .  T h e re fo re , a c c o rd in g  

to  R ousseau , t h i s  s e r v a n t- f a m ily  u n i te d  t o  keep him from Mme. de V e r c e l l i s '

1I b i d .  , p .  81 .
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b e d s id e  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  s ig n in g  o f  th e  w i l l ,  a f t e r  w hich he was a llo w ed  to  

e n te r  h e r  room f r e e l y .

T his may w e l l  have been so . The th r e e  s e r v a n ts  had  t r i e d  t o  g iv e  Jea n - 

Jacq u es  o rd e rs  upon h is  a r r i v a l  in  th e  f a m ily ,  and he had had  no p a r t  o f  

t h e i r  a u th o r i t y ,  n o t s e e in g  why he sh o u ld  be  " s e rv a n t  t o  th e  s e r v a n t s . "

B u t, p r im a r i ly ,  J e a n -J a c q u e s 1 u n b r id le d  am b itio n  was obv ious t o  a l l  in  th e  

V e r c e l l i s  h o u seh o ld . P ro o f o f  t h i s  f a c t  i s  t h a t ,  s h o r t ly  a f te rw a r d ,  when 

th e  Abbe Jean -C lau d e  Oaime, whom R ousseau  met d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  gave th e  

la d  some b ig - b r o th e r ly  a d v ic e ,  th e  m essage was c l e a r ly  t h a t  o f  m o d era tio n . 

" I I  me p a r l a  t r e s  honorab lem en t de mon n a t u r e l  e t  de mes t a l e n t s , "  R ousseau 

re c o u n ts ;  "m ais i l  a jo u ta  q u ' i l  en v o y a i t  n a l t r e  l e s  o b s ta c le s  q u i mfem- 

■pgcheraient d 'e n  t i r e r  p a r t i ,  de s o r t e  q u ' i l s  d e v a ie n t .  s e lo n  l u i . b ie n  

moins me s e r v i r  de d eg res  p o u r m onter a  l a  f o r tu n e  que de re s s o u rc e s  pour 

m*en p a s s e r . I I  me f i t  un t a b le a u  v r a i  de l a  v ie  humaine dont j e  n 'a v a l s  

que de fa u s s e s  id e e s ;  i l  me m on tra  comment dans un d e s t in  c o n t r a i r e  l ’homme 

sage p e u t to u jo u r s  te n d re  au  bo n h eu r e t  c o u r i r  au p lu s  p re s  du v e n t p o u r y 

p a r v e n i r ,  comment i l  n 'y  a  p o in t  de v r a i  bo n h eu r san s  s a g e s s e ,  e t  comment 

l a  sag e sse  e s t  de to u s  le s  e t a t s .  . . . I l l  me donna l e s  p re m ie re s  vraies id e e s

de l ’h o n n i te ,  que mon g en ie  ampoule n ’ a v a i t  s a i s i  que dans se s  e x c e s . I I

me f i t  s e n t i r  que l 'e n th o u s ia s m e  des v e r tu s  su b lim es e t a i t  peu  d*usage dans

l a  s o c i e t e : q u ’ en s ’e la n g a n t  t r o p  h a u t on e t a i t  s u j e t  aux c h u te s , que l a

c o n t in u i te  des p e t i t s  d e v o irs  to u jo u r s  b ie n  re m p lis  ne dem andait p as  moins 

de fo rc e  que l e s  a c t io n s  h e ro x a u e s . q u 'o n  t i r a i t  m e i l le u r  p a r t i  p o u r l* h o n - 

n eu r e t  p o u r l e  b o n h e u r. e t  q u ' i l  v a l a i t  in f in im e n t  mieux a v o ir  to u jo u r s  

l 'e s t i m e  des horomes. que q u e lq u e fo is  l e u r  a d m ira t io n ." ^  L a te r ,  when Jea n -

1I b i d . , p .  91 . ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)



126

Jacq u es  began h is  n ex t Jo b , Gaime a d v ise d  him t o  m oderate  h i s  f e r v o r ,  f o r  

f e a r  he w ould n o t be ab le  to  m a in ta in  i t .  R o u sse au 's  l a t e r  th in k in g  un­

d o u b t e d l y  a f f e c te d  h is  t e l l i n g  o f  t h i s  t a l e ,  b u t  th e  g i s t  o f  th e  A bbe 's  

ad v ice  i s  e v id e n t :  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  sh o u ld  le a r n  t o  m oderate  h i s  am b itio n  —

a le s s o n  w hich seduced  R o u sseau 's  reaso n  b u t w hich he was u n ab le  t o  fo llo w .

N o n e th e le s s , R ousseau i n s i s t s  he c o n tin u e d  s e r v in g  h i s  a i l i n g  m i s t r e s s ,  

even a f t e r  th e  w i l l  had  been s ig n ed  and s e a le d .  Her s u f f e r i n g  to u c h e d  him 

d e e p ly , and h e r  courage in  th e  face  o f  d e a th  made an i n d e l i b l e  im p re ss io n  

on him .

I t  was a t  Mme. de V e r c e l l i s '  t h a t  th e  famous s to le n  r ib b o n  in c id e n t  

to o k  p l a c e ,  o f  w hich R ousseau was so ashamed ~  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e ly ,  in  th e  

eyes o f  many who f a i l  t o  g rasp  th e  m oral s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  in c id e n t .  

J e a n -Ja c q u e s  had  p i l f e r e d  a  r ib b o n  b e lo n g in g  t o  a  cham berm aid. The p r o p r ie ­

t r e s s  had  com plained  to  h e r  em p lo y e rs , and th e  r ib b o n  had been  d is c o v e re d  

among J e a n -J a c q u e s ' b e lo n g in g s . The boy had been  d a l le d  up b e fo re  fam ily  

and s e r v a n ts  and o rd e re d  t o  g iv e  an e x p la n a tio n . To sav e  f a c e ,  he accu sed  

th e  f i r s t  p e rso n  who came t o  m ind, he s a i d ,  young and p r e t t y  M arion , th e  

k i t e  h e n - 'g i r l ,  o f  h av in g  s to le n  th e  rib b o n  and g iven  i t  t o  him . M arion w ept 

and d e n ie d  th e  a c c u s a tio n . The b o y 's  h e a r t  was b re a k in g ,  f o r  he l ik e d  

M arion , b u t he p e r s i s t e d  in  h i s  s to r y ,  r a t h e r  th a n  fa c e  p u b l ic  d is h o n o r . The 

m a tte r  was l e t  drop and was n e v e r  Judged ex ce p t in  R o u sse au 's  c o n sc ie n c e .

Both young p e o p le  w ere s e n t  away (b u t t h i s  was a p p a re n tly  on ly  b e ca u se  t h e i r  

m is t r e s s  had d ie d ,  s in c e  th e  c o u n te s s ' nephew and h e i r  a sk ed  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  to  

c a l l  on him and e v e n tu a l ly  found him h is  n e x t J o b , and i t  i s  n o t  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  

th e  same c o u r te sy  was o f f e re d  M arion). The m oral im p o rtan ce  o f  t h i s  in c id e n t  

(which R ousseau does n o t ,  as some b e l i e v e ,  e x a g g e ra te )  i s  t h a t  i t  was th e  

o n ly  tim e  he c o u ld  r e c a l l  th ro u g h o u t h is  e n t i r e  l i f e  in  w hich he c o n sc io u s ly
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and i n t e n t i o n a l l y  harm ed someone — a lth o u g h  n o t ,  he i n s i s t s ,  f o r  p l e a s u r e 's  

s a k e ,  h u t o n ly  t o  p r o t e c t  h is  ovn r e p u t a t i o n .**• Y ears l a t e r ,  M ario n 's  g host 

r e tu r n e d  t o  h a u n t him . R ousseau th e n  f e a r e d ,  p e rh ap s  in  s e lf -p u n is h m e n t , 

t h a t  t h i s  b le m ish  on h e r  r e p u ta t io n  had  p re v e n te d  h e r  from f in d in g  a n o th e r  

jo b  and t h a t  she m igh t have been  fo rc e d  t o  have re c o u rse  t o  e x p e d ie n t s . . .

B u t ,  f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g ,  th e  l a d  was p re o c c u p ie d  w ith  problem s o f  h is  own.

Je a n -Ja c q u e s  r e tu r n e d  to  h i s  f lo p -h o u se  f o r  f iv e  o r  s i x  w eeks, d u rin g  

w hich  i d l e n e s s ,  community l i v i n g  and n a tu r e  o b se sse d  th e  s ix te e n - y e a r - o ld  

w ith  se x u a l f a n t a s i e s .  He a c q u ire d  h is  l i f e l o n g  "sh am efu l’' h a b i t  o f  onanism . 

The n e w ly -a c q u ire d  sen se  o f  shame p re v e n te d  him from p ro c u r in g  a n o th e r  young 

sp a n k e r . I n s t e a d ,  he w ould &o i n t o  d a rk  a l le y s  o r  h idden  p la c e s  and expose 

h is  b u tto c k s  ( th e  " r i d i c u l o u s , "  n o t th e  "obscene o b je c t ,"  he a s s u re s  u s )  t o  

members o f  t h e  o p p o s ite  s e x ,  th u s  ap p ro x im a tin g  th e  span k in g  he d e s i r e d ,  

R ousseau  c a l l s  i t  " a  s p e c ta c le  more la u g h a b le  th a n  s e d u c t iv e ,"  c o n sc io u s ly  

s t r e s s i n g  th e  p a s s iv e ,  h u m i l ia t in g  a sp e c t o f  th e  scene  w h ich , t o  h is  m ind, 

r e n d e re d  i t  " in n o c e n t ."  The e x h ib i t io n is m  c o n tin u e d  f o r  on ly  a  s h o r t  t im e , 

as t h e  la d  was soon cau g h t w ith  h i s  p a n ts  down ~  l i t e r a l l y  as w e l l  as 

f i g u r a t i v e ly . '  — and f r ig h te n e d  i n t o  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  R o u sseau 's  h a n d lin g  o f  

th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  " Je  . . .  d is  [a  mon c a p te u r ,  un "grand" homme] 

d 'u n  to n  s u p p l ia n t  d 'a v o i r  p i t i e  de mon §ge e t  de mon e t a t ;  que j ' e t a i s  tin 

je u n e  e t r a n g e r  de g rande  n a is s a n c e  don t l e  ce rv eau  s ' e t a i t  d e ran g e ; que j e  

m 'e t a i s  echappe de l a  m aison p a t e r n e l l e  p a rc e  q u 'o n  v o u la i t  m 'en fe rm er , que 

j ' e t a i s  p e rd u  s ' i l  me f a i s a i t  c o n n a l t r e ;  m ais que s ' i l  v o u la i t  b ie n  me l a i s -  

s e r  a l l e r  j e  p o u r r a is  p e u t - e t r e  un J o u r  r e c o n n a t t r e  c e t t e  g r§ ,ce ." The man

■''This a s s e r t i o n  i s  e asy  t o  a c c e p t :  we have a lre a d y  seen  t h a t  f e a r  o f
g u i l t  made i t  im p o ss ib le  f o r  R ousseau  t o  a c t  w ith  h o s t i l i t y  ex ce p t in  s e l f -  
d e fe n se .

^The l a r g e / s m a l l  im ages o f  th e  c a p to r  and th e  la d  f u r th e r  s t r e s s  th e  
r id ic u lo u s  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  c o rre sp o n d in g ly  l ig h te n in g  th e  " s i n f u l "  
o n e s .
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was g o o d -h e a rte d  and l e t  th e  hoy o f f  w i th  a  s h o r t  l e c t u r e ,  c e r t a in l y  n e v e r 

dream ing how c lo s e  t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  s to r y  a c tu a l ly  was to  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' t r u e  

S e lf- im a g e . ^

P e n n ile s s  and j o b l e s s ,  th e  boy s t i l l  needed  p r o te c t io n .  I t  was in  t h i s  

hope th a t  he began v i s i t i n g  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  " u s e fu l"  p e rso n  he h ad  met a t  

Mme. de V e r c e l l i s '  th e  Abb£ Gaime whom we have a lre a d y  m en tio n ed , t u t o r  t o  

th e  c h ild re n  o f  a  c o u n t. J e a n -Ja c q u e s  soon re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  th e  Abbe co u ld  be 

o f  no m a te r ia l  h e lp  t o  him  b u t c o n tin u e d  f r e q u e n t in g  him  as lo n g  as he r e ­

m ained in  T o rin o . (T hat t h i s  d i s i n t e r e s t  was an u n u su a l phenomenon in  

R o u sseau 's  human r e l a t i o n s  i s  b ro u g h t o u t by th e  f a c t  t h a t  he saw f i t  t o  p o in t

^This i s  o n ly  one exam ple o f  R o u sse au 's  ten d en cy  t o  e scap e  c o n f l i c t  by 
becom ing " a n o th e r ."  H is le g e n d a ry  " f o l l i e s "  —  tem p o rary  a l t e r a t i o n s  o f  
h is  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  som etim es in  im i t a t i o n  o f  a  r e a l  o r  f i c t i t i o u s  model — 
o f te n  developed  i n to  re so u n d in g  f ia s c o s  su ch  as t h i s  one. M arcel Raymond 
o b serv es  t h a t  t h e i r  p u b l ic  su c c e ss  was i r r e l e v a n t ,  R ousseau s e e k in g  f i r s t  
o f  a l l  t o  f o o l  h im s e lf :  " . . . I t  i s  h im s e lf  t h a t  he  d e s i r e d  to  deny , i t  i s
h is  whole l i f e  t h a t  he d e s i r e d  t o  m etam orphose."  Op. c i t , , p . 21. [C f. 
N ie tz s c h e 's  e x c e s s iv e  comment: "R o u sseau , ce p re m ie r  homme m oderne, i d e a l i s t e
e t  c a n a i l l e  en une s e u le  p e rs o n n e , q u i a v a i t  b e so in  de l a  'd i g n i t e  m o ra le ' 
p o u r s u p p o r te r  son p ro p re  a s p e c t ,  m alade d 'u n  degoQt e f f r e n e ,  d 'u n  m £pris 
e f f r e n e  de lui-m em e, C et a v o rto n  q u i s ’ e s t  campe au s e u i l  des temps nou- 
veaux . . .  " C ite d  in  D ic t io n n a ir e  u n iv e r s e l  des l e t t r e s . ed , L a ffo n t-  
Bonrpiani ( P a r i s :  S o c ie te  d 'E d i t i o n d e  D ic t io n n a ir e s  e t  E n c y c lo p e d ie s , 1961 ) ,  
p . 7 7 1 .] Raymond f u r th e r  rem arks th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Rous­
s e a u 's  " c o n fe s s io n "  r e g a rd in g  an a c t  o f  " f o l ly "  w ould c e n te r  around  .h is  
own i d e n t i t y  r a t h e r  th a n  around  th e  a c t  p e r p e t r a t e d  d u rin g  h is  m etam orphosis 
— th e  m etam orphosis b e in g ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a  n e c e s sa ry  c o n d it io n  f o r  th e  a c t 's  
t a k in g  p la c e . Raymond f u r t h e r  o b se rv e s  R o u sse au 's  v i s i b l e  amusement in  r e ­
c o u n tin g  th o se  o f  h is  " f o l l i e s "  f o r  w hich he was l a t e r  avenged ( in  t h i s  c a s e , 
f o r  exam ple, vengeance came to  him  as th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  V il la g e  F o r tu n e t e l l e r  
and e s p e c ia l ly  o f  th e  New H eloSse w hich b ro u g h t a l l  th e  l a d ie s  o f  P a r is  to  
h is  f e e t  in  a quak ing  p o o l o f  t e a r s  and v o lu p tu o u s  s ig h s ) .



129

i t  o u t w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  p r id e . )  For th e  f i r s t  t im e , he h a d  e n c o u n te re d  

th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  b ig - b r o th e r - f ig u r e  he n eed ed , " I I  e t a i t  jeu n e  e n c o r e ,"  

R ousseau s a y s ,  " e t  peu  rep an d u , mais p la in  de bon s e n s ,  de p r o b i t e ,  de lu -  

m ie res  e t  l 'u n  des p lu s  honnStes homines que j ' a i e  c o n n u s ." ’1' In  t h i s  more 

te ac h e r-^ s tu d e n t th a n  f r ie n d ly  r e l a t i o n s h ip ,  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t io n s  c o n s is te d  o f 

m oral le s s o n s  on th e  theme o f  m o d e ra tio n , le s s o n s  w hich c a p t iv a te d  J e a n -  

Jacques f o r  t h e i r  re a s o n a b le n e s s , c l a r i t y ,  s im p l i c i t y  and , above a l l ,  th e  

" c e r t a in  i n t e r e s t  o f  h e a r t"  th e  Abbe showed th e  lo n e ly  boy . R ousseau had  

a g a in  i d e n t i f i e d  a  p e rso n  he co u ld  t r u s t .  " J ' a i  l '§ m e  a im an t^"  he s a i d ,  " e t  

j e  me s u is  to u jo u r s  a t ta c h e  aux g en s , moins a  p ro p o r t io n  du b ie n  q u ' i l s  m 'on t 

f a i t  que c e lu i  q u ' i l s  m 'on t v o u lu , e t  c 'e s t  s u r  au o i mon t a c t  ne me trompfc 

g u e r e ." 2

One d ay , Mme. de V e r c e l l i s 1 nephew se n t f o r  J e a n -J a c q u e s ,  a d v is in g  

him t h a t  he  had found him a jo b  w ith  a  f u tu r e ,  in  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  O tta v io -  

F ran cesco  S o la ro , Count a£ Govone ("Oouvon" in  th e  C o n fe s s io n s ) and M arquis 

o f  B ro g l ia  ( " B r e i l "  in  R o u sseau 's  w o rk ) , d i s t in g u is h e d  s ta te s m a n , a d v is e r  

and c o n f id e n t  t o  th e  k in g . At f i r s t  d is g u s te d  t o  f i n d  h im s e lf  once a g a in  a 

la c k e y , Jea n -Jac q u e s  soon reco v e red  h i s  am b itio n  and began a tte m p tin g  t o  

a t t r a c t  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  r i c h ,  a r i s t o c r a t i c  fam ily  f o r  whom he was em­

p lo y e d . T h is was n o t e a sy . The job  c o n s is te d  m erely  o f  w a i t in g  on t a b l e  

and ta k in g  a sm a ll amount o f  d i c t a t i o n .  The boy was a ls o  o ccu p ie d  c u t t in g  

o u t p i c tu r e s  f o r  th e  C o u n t's  g randson . O therw ise  he was i d l e  and ig n o re d .

Je a n -Ja c q u e s  approached  h i s  new ta s k s  w ith  th e  same a rd o r  and z e a l  he

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 90.

2I b i d .  , p .  92 .



b ro u g h t t o  new s i t u a t i o n s  in  which he fo resaw  p le a s u r e ,  p r o f i t  an d /o r 

r e c o g n i t io n ;  G aim e's w arn ing  had  gone unheeded. However, fam ily  c r i s e s  

te m p o ra r i ly  p re v e n te d  th e  Gouvons from  c o n c e n tr a t in g  on t h e i r  s e rv a n ts .

So th e  l a d  f e l l  " a lm o s t- in - lo v e "  w ith  th e  C o u n t's  lu s c io u s  g ra n d d a u g h te r , 

P a u l in e - G a b r ie l le  de B r e i l .  He t r i e d  to  s e rv e  h e r  a t  th e  d in n e r ta b le ,  bu t 

sh e  f a i l e d  to  ta k e  n o t ic e  o f  him . On th e  o th e r  h a n d , h e r  a r ro g a h t b ro th e r  

spoke t o  th e  la c k e y  from  tim e to  tim e  and o n ce , i n f u r i a t e d  by a  s c o rn fu l  r e ­

m ark, J e a n -J a c q u e s  gave what he saw as su ch  a " s u b t le "  and " w e ll- tu rn e d "  r e ­

p ly  t h a t  th e  dam sel tu rn e d  to  look  a t  him . The la ck e y  was e c s t a t i c .  On th e  

fo llo w in g  d ay , d u r in g  a  fo rm al d in n e r ,  someone among th e  g u e s ts  e x p re ssed  a  

m isu n d e ra tan d in g  co n ce rn in g  th e  etym ology o f  a w ord in  th e  Gouvon fam ily  

m o tto . The o ld  co u n t was abou t to  r e p ly  w hen, s e e in g  Jea n -Jac q u e s  smi-linfe 

w ith o u t d a r in g  t o  s p e a k , he o rd e re d  th e  boy to  answ er. The lack ey  p ro u d ly  

e x p la in e d  th e  m o tto  t o  th e  g u e s ts .  Everyone gazed a t  him in  mute a s to n is h ­

m en t, b u t J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was glow ing i n  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t ,  w h a tev e r was 

p a s s in g  th ro u g h  th e  minds o f  th e  o th e r  d i n e r s ,  th e  haughty  M ile , de B re i l  

was c o n te m p la tin g  him w ith  a d m ira tio n . Gouvon p r a i s e d  th e  boy g e n e ro u s ly , 

and th e  g u e s ts  a l l  jo in e d  in .  A few moments l a t e r ,  M ile , de B r e i l  asked  

th e  la d  t o  p o u r h e r  a  g la s s  o f  w a te r .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  obeyed b u t so trem b led  

t h a t  he s p i l l e d  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  w a te r  on th e  young la d y , whereupon h e r  

im pudent b r o th e r  th o u g h t le s s ly  (o r  p u rp o s e ly )  asked  th e  la ck e y  why he was 

tr e m b lin g . M ile , de B r e i l ' s  b lu sh  a t  th e  q u e s tio n  t h r i l l e d  J e a n -J a c q u e s , 

c e r t a i n  he had  fa v o ra b ly  in p re s s e d  h e r .

T h e r e a f te r ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  hung around  M ile , de B r e i l 's  a n tic h am b e r, bu t 

she  n e v e r  lo o k ed  a t  him  a g a in ,  and he h a rd ly  d a red  r a i s e  h is  eyes t o  h e r .

Y et th e  n e a r ly  n o n - e x is ta n t  " a f f a i r "  w ith  M ile , de B r e i l  l e f t  a  s u r p r i s in g ly  

deep im p re s s io n  on R ousseau . S e v e ra l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  he would d e sc r ib e  him-
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s e l f  as a  young t u t o r  fo rc e d  t o  le a v e  th e  home o f  a  Piedm ont gen tlem an be­

cause o f  a  r e c ip r o c a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  betw een th e  man’s d a u g h te r  and h im s e lf !

From t h e r e ,  i t  i s  on ly  a  s h o r t  s te p  t o  th e  o r i g i n a l  p rem ise  o f  th e  Hew 

H e lo is e . T hat t h i s  f a n ta s iz e d  s i t u a t i o n ,  s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  in  Mme. B a s i l e 's  

room, f i r e d  R ousseau’s e r o t i c  im a g in a tio n  i s ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  e v id e n t .  Beyond 

t h i s ,  how ever, th e  " a f f a i r "  p ro v id e s  an e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  examine 

th e  e f f e c t  on R o u sseau 's  s e lf - im a g e  o f  e x t e r i o r  o p in io n  (o r  th e  la c k  o f  i t ) .

In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  M ile , de B r e i l  r e p r e s e n ts  a  s u p e r io r  b e in g  — th e  d e m o ise lle  

o f  h is  c a s t le -d re a m  on whose G o d -f ig u re s ' Judgm ent o f  him R ousseau b a se d  

h i s  own s e l f - e s te e m , even sen se  o f  b e in g .

The M ile , de B r e i l  q u a s i - a d v e n tu re , as w e l l  as t h a t  w ith  Mme. B a s i le ,  

may w e l l  be s u b t i t l e d  "what m ight have b e e n ."  The C o n fess io n s  d e s c r ip t io n  

o f  th e  " a f f a i r "  c l e a r ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  betw een  th e  two c o e x is t in g  p la n e s  o f  

s e n t im e n ta l  e x is te n c e  which may be co n ce iv ed  as o b j e c t iv e / s u b je c t iv e ,  

m e d io c re /h e ro ic  o r  common/noble. Only R ousseau  among th e  Gouvon s e rv a n ts  

i n t u i t i v e l y  re c o g n iz e d  and re v e re d  th e  s p i r i t u a l  m e r i t ,  th e  i r r e s i s t i b l e  

" a i r  o f  g e n tle n e s s "  accom panying M ile , de B r e i l ' s  e n t i c in g  p h y s ic a l  charm s. 

"M ile , de B r e i l  e t a i t  une jeu n e  p e rso n n e  a  p eu  p re s  de mon 3,ge [ s e iz e  ans] , 

b ie n  f a i t e , a s s e z  b e l l e ,  t r e s  b la n ch e  avec des cheveux t r e s  n o i r s ,  e t ,  quoique 

b ru n e , p o r ta n t  s u r  son v isag e  c e t  a i r  de d ouceu r des b lo n d e s  au q u el mon coeur 

n 'a  jam a is  r e s i s t e .  L 'h a b i t  de c o u r ,  s i  fa v o ra b le  aux je u n e s  p e rs o n n e s , m ar- 

a u a i t  s a  j o l i e  t a i l l e ,  d e g a g e a it s a  p o i t r i n e  e t  s e s  e p a u le s , e t  r e n d a i t  son 

t e i n t  en co re  p lu s  e b lo u is s a n t  p a r  l e  d e u i l  q u 'o n  p o r t a i t  a l o r s . " ^  The v u lg a r  

rem arks o f  th e  s e rv a n ts  made th e  la d  s u M e r  c r u e l ly .  L ik e w ise , th e  Gouvon 

fam ily  members ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  m other and b r o th e r )  and fam ily  g u e s ts

^ I b i d .  , p .  9^.



b ro u g h t u n fa v o ra b le  judgm ent upon young R ousseau b a se d  on p u re  a p p ea ra n ce : 

h is  t i m i d i t y  and low ly  s o c i a l  s t a t e .  S e rv a n ts  and a r i s t o c r a t s ,  th e n ,  a re  

e q u a lly  "commoners" in  th e  s e n t im e n ta l  c o n te x t in  which t h i s  s to r y  u n fo ld s .

I f  th e  f a t h e r l i k e  Count de Gouvon e x c e p t io n a l ly  g iv e s -e v id e n c e  o f  a  

d i s i n t e r e s t e d  open-m indedness t h a t  s ta n d s  in  sh arp  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  o th e r s '  

sn o b b e ry , one sen se s  t h a t  i t  i s  r a th e r  th an k s to  th e  o ld  m an 's g o o d -h e a rte d  

s i m p l i c i t y ,  h is  n a iv e  g e n e ro s i ty  — C h r is t ia n  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  m ediocre  " sag e"  

v a r i e ty  t o  w hich any man may a s p i r e .  W ith M ile , de B r e i l ,  how ever, as w ith  

Mme. B a s i l e ,  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  s e n t im e n ta l  s ta n d in g  i s  l e f t  open. R o u sse au 's  

en u m era tio n  o f  th e  e n c h a n tin g  young l a d y 's  s e v e r a l  su g g e s tiv e  " lo o k s"  

le a v e  room to  s u sp e c t t h a t  b e n ea th  h e r  p o rc e la in  e x t e r io r  may be h id d en  a  

p o t e n t i a l  " e t r e  s e lo n  [s ]o n  c o e u r ;"  how ever, th e  env ironm ent i s  h o s t i l e  

and th e  n e c e s sa ry  p e r io d  o f  s e n t im e n ta l  in c u b a t io n  i s  c l e a r ly  d e n ied  th e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .

The q u e s t io n  o f  im p o rtan ce  h e r e ,  th e n ,  i s  w h e th er th e  p re se n c e  o f Rous­

s e a u 's  n o b le  co eu r s e n s ib le  w i l l  p ro v e  a  c a t a l y s t  t o  s e t  in  m otion  young 

M ile , de B r e i l ' s  own s e n s i t i v i t y :  W ill  th e  la c k e y 's  " n o b i l i ty "  become

e v id e n t  t o  h e r ,  p e r m i t t in g  h e r  t o  form a  " f a i r , "  t h a t  i s ,  f a v o ra b le  judgm ent 

o f  h im , th u s  a t  once f r e e in g  h e r  in n 6 r ,  n a tu r a l  s e l f  and v a l id a t in g  th e  b o y 's  

own e x is te n c e  and s e l f - e s te e m ,  o r  w i l l  she rem ain b l in d e d  by th e  c i v i l i z e d  

c o r ru p t io n  o f  h e r  s u r ro u n d in g s , as she was d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

" r e l a t i o n s h i p , "  a t  once deny ing  h e r  own and a n n ih i la t in g  R o u sse au 's  m oral 

e x is te n c e ?  ("Que n 'a u r a i s - j e  p o in t  f a i t , "  R ousseau excla im ed  in  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  

"p o u r q u 'e l l e  daignU t m 'o rd o n n er qu e lq u e  c h o se , me r e g a r d e r ,  me d i r e  un s e u l  

m ot; m ais p o in t ;  j ' a v a i s  l a  m o r t i f i c a t i o n  d 'e t r e  n u l pour e l l e ; e l l e  ne 

s 'a p e r c e v a i t  pas meme que j ' e t a i s  l a . " ’*’)
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F ortune  p ro v id e d  two o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  th e  l i v e s  o f  R ousseau  and M ile , 

de B r e i l  t o  to u c h : f i r s t  t h e  p r i s e  de c o n sc ie n c e  — a lo o k ,  th e  p r iz e  o f

R o u sseau 's  w i t ty  r e p ly  t o  h e r  b r o th e r  — th e n  th e  " f a i r , "  t h e  fa v o ra b le  

judgm ent — a second lo o k , t h i s  t im e  o f  a d m ira t io n ,  th an k s  t o  R o u sseau 's  

e ag e rn ess  t o  p le a s e  and th e  c o n se n t o f  th e  d a m se l 's  g e n e ro u s , u n p re te n t io u s  

g ra n d fa th e r  — f i n a l l y  a  g e s tu r e  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  (a s k in g  th e  la c k e y  fo r  w a te r ) ,  

R o u sseau 's  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  re v e re n c e  and n a iv e te  (n e rv o u s ly  s p i l l i n g  th e  

w a te r)  an d , a t  l a s t ,  th e  g i r l ' s  e x p re s s io n  o f  a p p ro v a l and r e c ip r o c a t io n  

( th e  b lu s h ) .  For an i n s t a n t ,  a t  l e a s t  in  R o u sse au 's  im a g in a t io n , n a tu re  

had vanqu ished  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Says t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r :  "Ce f u t  un de ces moments

t r o p  r a r e s  qu i r e p la c e n t  l e s  choses dans l e u r  o rd re  n a tu r e l  e t  ven g en t l e  

m e rite  a v i l i  des o u tra g e s  de l a  f o r tu n e ." '1'

As had  been th e  case  w ith  C ousin Abraham B e rn a rd , how ever, s o c ie ty  soon 

e n g u lfe d  M ile , de B r e i l  who n e v e r  a g a in  fa .vored th e  la ck e y  w ith  h e r  g lan ce  

and whose s e n s i t i v i t y  was l e f t  u n d e v e lo p e d , a t  l e a s t  in  t h i s  in s ta n c e .  As 

in  th e  Abraham B ern ard  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e ,  a s  in  th e  " a f f a i r "  w ith  Mme. 

B a s i le ,  two m ajor f a c to r s  c o n t r ib u te d  t o  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  em bryonic r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip :  th e  h o s t i l e  in t e r v e n t io n  o f  a  t h i r d  p a r ty  a c t in g  in  acco rd an ce  w ith

th e  s e l f i s h  s ta n d a rd s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and th e  s e n t im e n ta l ly - d e s t r u c t iv e  

e f f e c t s  o f  Time. R ousseau f e l t  c e r t a i n  M ile , de B r e i l 's  m other d i s l ik e d  him . 

"Pour a ch ev e r de m 'in t im id e r ,"  he c o n f e s s e s ,  " j e  m 'apergus que j e  n 'a v a i s  

pas le  bonheur d 'a g r e e r  a Mme. de B r e i l .  Hon seu lem en t e l l e  ne m 'o rd o n n a it 

r i e n ,  m ais e l l e  n 'a c c e p t a i t  jam a is  mon s e r v i c e ,  e t  deux f o i s  me t ro u v a n t dans 

son a n tic h a n b re  e l l e  me demanda d 'u n  to n  f o r t  s e c  s i  je  n 'a v a i s  r ie n  a  

f a i r e ?  I I  f a l l u t  re n o n c e r  a  c e t t e  c h e re  an tich am b re : j ' e n  eus d 'a b o rd  du

■'■Ibid. , pp. 95-6 .



r e g r e t ;  m ais l e s  d i s t r a c t i o n s  v in r e n t  a l a  t r a v e r s e ,  e t  b ie n tB t j e  n 'y  

p e n s a i  p l u s . ”’*' (We have a lre a d y  rem arked t h a t  R o u sseau 's  g u i l t y  co n sc ien ce  — 

and h is  su b seq u en t e r o t i c  use  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  ev idence  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

h is  i n t e n t io n s  were a g a in  c l e a r ly  d ish o n o ra b le  — en co u n te red  t h i r d - p a r t y  

h o s t i l i t y  w ith  to o  g re a t  r e g u l a r i t y  t o  be c o in c id e n ta l .  The e f f e c t  o f  

Time and d i s t r a c t i o n  on s e n tim e n ts  w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  h e r e i n a f t e r . )

T hu s, J e a n - J a c q u e s ' t im id  a tte m p t to  charm M ile , de B r e i l  and t o  win 

p re c ed e n ce  and a f f e c t io n  in  th e  Gouvon fa m ily , j u s t  as he had in  h is  C a s t le -  

dream , p ro v ed  t o  be a  f a i l u r e ,  b u t th e  o ld  Count and h is  so n , th e  Abbe 

de Gouvon, became q u i te  fond  o f  th e  boy and t r i e d  t o  h e lp  him p re p a re  f o r

an i n t e r e s t i n g  f u tu r e .  The Count was a d is t in g u is h e d  and r e s p e c ta b le

g e n tle m an , e ig h ty  y e a r s  o f  a g e , whose k in d  s im p l ic i ty  c a p t iv a te d  and r e ­

a s s u re d  J e a n -J a c q u e s . The Abbe .was a  man o f  l e t t e r s  more th a n  o f  r e l i g i o n .

A p la n  was d e v ise d  w hereby th e  la d  would spend  m ornings a t  th e  A b b e 's , 

le a r n in g  a  l i t t l e  L a tin  and l i t e r a t u r e  and ta k in g  I t a l i a n  d i c t a t i o n .  A f te r ­

noons , th e  boy w ould r e tu r n  t o  h is  la ck ey  d u t ie s  w ith  th e  C ount. ”11 a v a i t

l e  gofrt q i i ' i l  f a l l a i t  p o u r fo rm er le  m ien , e t  m e ttre  quelque c h o ix  dans l e  

f a t r a s  do n t j e  m 'e t a i s  f a r c i  l a  t e t e , ”2 s a i d  R ousseau o f  th e  e r u d i t e  Abbe. 

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  th e  e m p lo y e r- te a c h e r  began by p la c in g  th e  boy to o  h ig h  in  

L a t in ;  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  worked h a rd  b u t  made l i t t l e  p ro g r e s s .  I t a l i a n  d icta^- 

t i o n  p ro v ed  more i n s t r u c t i v e ;  th e  l a d  became f lu e n t  in  th e  language  and 

a ls o  a c q u ir e d  a  t a s t e  f o r  s e r io u s  l i t e r a t u r e  and some d isce rn m en t w hich l a t e r  

p ro v ed  u s e f u l  when he was s tu d y in g  w ith o u t g u id an ce .

1Ib id _ . , p .  96 .
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In  t h i s  w ay, J e a n -Ja c q u e s  became " a  s o r t  o f  f a v o r i t e  in  th e  h o u s e ,” 

th e  only  tim e when he c o u ld  have r e a s o n a b ly ,  w ith o u t s to ry b o o k  daydream s, 

have  hoped t o  su cc e ed  in  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l way. The Abbe, h ig h ly  p le a s e d  

w ith  th e  b o y , spoke o f  him  t o  ev e ry o n e . The aged Count so  l ik e d  R ousseau 

t h a t  he m entioned  him to  th e  k in g .  Even Mme. de B r e i l ,  R ousseau f e e l s ,  

c eased  b e in g  d i s d a i n f u l ,  and th e  o th e r  s e r v a n ts  became q u i te  e n v io u s . 

R ousseau b e l ie v e s  (p e rh ap s  o v e rc o n f id e n t ly )  t h a t  th e  fam ily  may have had  

d ip lo m a tic  p la n s  f o r  h im ; b u t ,  a l a s . ' ,  he was n e v e r  a b le  t o  fo llo w  lo n g ­

te rm  p r o j e c t s .  As s p r in g  a r r i v e d ,  th e  boy became b o re d  w ith  th e  c o n s t r a in t  

o f  h is  work and le s s o n s .  The s u r p r i s e  v i s i t  o f  tw o young f r ie n d s  was s u f ­

f i c i e n t  to  d i s t r a c t  him from h i s  a m b itio n s .

A lthough th e r e  w ere many n e w ly -c o n v e rte d  boys l i k e  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  in  

T o r in o , R ousseau was n o t a t t r a c t e d  to  them  and  k e p t to  h im s e lf .  However, 

he had e n co u n te re d  s e v e r a l  Genevan boys who h ad  n o t c o n v e r te d , among whom 

w ere ”Crooked-Mug” H u ssa rd , a  p a i n t e r  o f  m in ia tu r e s ,  and  B& cle, 2 1 -y e a r -o ld  

v igm aker and fo rm er a p p re n t ic e s h ip  p la y m a te . "Ce B dcle e t a i t  un gargon 

t r e s  am usan t, t r e s  g a i ,  p l a in  de s a i l l i e s  b o u ffo n n es  que son age r e n d a i t  

a g re a b le s  R ousseau e x p la in e d . He su d d en ly  became " in f a tu a te d "  w ith  

t h i s  young man to  such a  p o in t  t h a t  he  c o u ld  no lo n g e r  b e a r  to  le a v e  him . 

B a d e  was p la n n in g  to  r e tu r n  t o  Geneva. In  t h e  m eantim e, he was p ro w lin g  

around  th e  Gouvon house w ith  su ch  co n stan ce  t h a t  th e  f a m ily , s e e in g  J e a n -  

J a c q u e s ' o b se s s io n  fo r  h im , had  to  f o r b id  h i s  e n tr a n c e .  T his was s u f f i c i e n t  

p r e t e x t :  young R ousseau became angry and s to p p e d  w ork ing  e i t h e r  f o r  th e

Count o r f o r  th e  Abbe. The grownups s c o ld e d  h im ; th e  boy r e fu s e d  t o  l i s t e n .  

The s i r e n  A d v e n tu re 's  song  was more a p p e a lin g  t o  h i s  e a r s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  em-

^ • I b id . , p .  99.
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p lo y e rs  th r e a te n e d  t o  d ism iss  th e  d is o b e d ie n t  la c k e y . T h is ,  R ousseau s a y s , 

gave him th e  id e a  (o b v io u s ly  in  th e  back  o f  h is  mind a l l  a lo n g  and th e  p u r­

p ose  o f  h i s  l a t e s t  " f o l ly "  and " d e g e n e ra tio n " )  o f  le a v in g  T orino  w ith  B a d e . 

"Des l o r s , "  he c o n fe s s e s , " Je  ne v i s  p lu s  d 'a u t r e  p l a i s i r ,  d 'a u t r e  s o r t ,  

d 'a u t r e  bo n h eu r que c e lu i  de f a i r e  un p a r e i l  vo y ag e, e t  Je ne voyais  a 

c e l a  que 1 ' i n e f f a b le  f e l i c i t e  du v o y ag e , au b o u t d u q u e l, po u r s u r c r o i t ,  

j 'e n t r e v o y a i s  Mme. de W arens, m ais dans un e lo ig n em en t immense; c a r  po u r 

r e to u r n e r  a  G eneve, c 'e s t  a  quoi Je  ne p e n sa i Jam a is . . . .  Que d e v a it - c e  

e t r e  l o r s q u 'a  t o u t  l ' a t t r a i t  de 1*in d e p en d a n c e , se  j o i n d r a i t  c e lu i  de f a i r e  

ro u te  avec un can arad e  de mon S.ge, de mon goDt e t  de bonne hum eur, sans 

g e n e , san s  d e v o i r ,  san s  c o n t r a in t e ,  sans o b l ig a t io n  d 'a l l e r  ou r e s t e r  que 

comme i l  nous p l a i r a i t ?  I I  f a l l a i t  § t r e  fou  p o u r s a c r i f i e r  une p a r e i l l e  

fo r tu n e  a  des p r o j e t s  d 'a m b itio n  d 'u n e  e x e c u tio n  l e n t e , d i f f i c i l e ,  i n c e r -  

t a i n e ,  e t  q u i ,  l e s  su p p o san t r e a l i s e s  un jo u r ,  ne v a l a i t  pas dans t o u t  l e u r  

e c l a t  un q u a r t  d 'h e u re  de v r a i  p l a i s i r  e t  de l i b e r t e  dans l a  je u n e s s e ." 1

The Gouvons d id  more th a n  th e  c irc u m stan c es  o b l ig e d , b u t J e a n -J a c q u e s ' 

mind was o c cu p ie d  by th e  S p le n d id  A dventure  he and B&cle were go ing  t o  l iv e .  

He r e p l i e d  w ith  im p e rtin e n c e  t o  t h e i r  o f f e r  t o  r e t a i n  him in  s p i t e  o f  every­

th in g  and l e f t  i n  a  h u f f ,  w ith o u t even  s to p p in g  to  th a n k  th e  Abbe f o r  h is  

k in d n e s s .

However s e d u c tiv e  i s  R o u sseau 's  case  f o r  Freedom , Youth and A dven tu re , 

t h e  Gouvon c o n fe s s io n  cannot be  re a d  w ith o u t a  vague sen se  o f  u n e a s in e ss  and 

d i s p le a s u r e .  Thus f a r ,  th e  b o y 's  y o u th f u l  f o l l i e s  had  been la r g e ly  j u s t i f i e d  

and th e  r e s u l t  o f  e v id e n t  p ro v o c a t io n . At th e  G o u v o n s ', on th e  c o n tr a r y ,

1I b i d . , pp . 99- 100,
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f o r  th e  f i r s t  t i n e  we f in d  th e  la d  r e c e iv in g  a t  l a s t  th e  v e ry  o p p o r tu n i ty  

fo r  w hich he had "been s t r i v i n g ,  and on a  l e v e l  much h ig h e r  th a n  he  co u ld  

re a so n a b ly  have im ag in ed , th en  th ro w in g  i t  t o  th e  w inds in  th e  m ost im­

p u d e n t, ig n o b le  m anner, and f o r  what excuse?  — R ousseau c o n f e s s e s ,  and 

h is  p u rp o se ly  d isa rm in g  humor does n o t t o t a l l y  mask a  b a s ic  s e r io u s n e s s :

"Ma f o l l e  am b itio n  ne c h e r c h a i t  l a  fo r tu n e  q u 'a  t r a v e r s  l e s  a v e n tu re s ;  e t  

ne voyan t p o in t  de femme a to u t  c e l a ,  c e t t e  m an iere  de p a r v e n i r  me 

p a r a i s s a i t  l e n t e ,  p e n ib le  e t  t r i s t e  . . .  C le a r ly  R ousseau  was n o t  y e t  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  p re p a re d  to  meet th e  Ciouvon e x p e r ie n c e ,  b e in g  n e i t h e r  m ature 

n o r  s t a b l e  enough t o  h a n d le  i t .  S t i l l  s e n t im e n ta l ly  and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  

u n d ev e lo p ed , he was to o  p re o c cu p ie d  w ith  h i s  s e a rc h  fo r  h i s  own i d e n t i t y  to  

have become aw are, as an a d u l t ,  o f  th e  w o rld  o u ts id e  him . No lo n g e r  a  case  

o f  r e j e c t i o n  by a c o ld  and h o s t i l e  en v iro n m en t, t h e n ,  th e  Gouvon e x p e r ie n c e  

r e p r e s e n ts  an o u t-a n d -o u t f l i g h t  from c o n s t r a i n t ,  and w ith  f a r - r e a c h in g  

o v e r to n e s . At s ix t e e n ,  n o t y e t  a  man b u t no lo n g e r  an i r r e s p o n s ib l e  c h i ld ,  

J e a n -Ja c q u e s  m ight n o rm a lly , a cc o rd in g  t o  con tem porary  Genevan s ta n d a r d s ,  

f r e q u e n t  A dventure b u t would be ex p ec ted  t o  s h o u ld e r  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  

e a rn in g  an h o n e s t d a y ’s pay and lo o k in g  t o  th e  f u t u r e ,  as d id  r e l i g i o u s l y  

h i s  fo o t lo o s e  a p p re n tic e s h ip  p a l s ,  as had  even th e  o th e rw ise  i r r e s p o n s ib le  

I s a a c  R ousseau . At t h i s  p o in t ,  i t  becomes c l e a r  t h a t  J e a n - J a c q u e s ’ h ap -

1I b id .  , p . 98 . C f. "Des vues e lo ig n e e s  on t ra rem en t a s s e z  de fo rc e  po u r 
me f a i r e  a g i r .  L’ in c e r t i t u d e  de l 'a v e n i r  m’a to u jo u r s  f a i t  r e g a rd e r  l e s  p ro ­
j e t s  de longue e x e c u tio n  comme des l e u r r e s  de dupe. Je  me l i v r e  a  l 'e s p o i r  
comme un a u t r e ,  pourvu  q u ' i l  ne me coute  r i e n  a n o u r r i r ;  m ais s ' i l  f a u t  p re n d re  
longtem ps de l a  p e in e ,  j e  n 'e n  s u is  p lu s .  Le m oindre p e t i t  p l a i s i r  qu i s 'o f -  
f r e  a ma p o r te e  me te n te  p lu s  que l e s  j o i e s  du p a r a d i s .  J 'e x c e p te  p o u r ta n t  
l e  p l a i s i r  que l a  p e in e  d o i t  s u iv r e ;  c e l u i - l a  ne me t e n t e  p a s ,  p a rc e  que je  
n 'a im e  que des jo u is s a n c e s  p u r e s , e t  que jam a is  on n 'e n  a  de t e l l e s  quand on 
s a i t  q u 'o n  s 'a p p r e te  au r e p e n t i r . "  Ib id .  . p . lli6 .
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h a za rd  u p b r in g in g  has r e n d e re d  him in c a p a b le  o f  conform ing t o  e x t e r i o r l y -  

imposed d i s c i p l i n e ;  he w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  r e j e c t  i t  i n  w h a tever  form i t  p r e ­

s e n t s  i t s e l f ,  b u r s t i n g  t o  freedom in  an e x p lo s io n  t h a t  s t a r t l e s ,  pe rhaps  

even wounds th o s e  s t a n d in g  n e a rb y .

Of co u rse  R o u sse au 's  e a r l y  fo rm atio n  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e x p la in  t h i s  

p a t h o l o g i c a l  a v e r s io n  f o r  c o n s t r a i n t ;  on ly  h i s  o u rs -m a l- le c h e  c h a r a c t e r  and 

l in e a g e  p ro v id e  e x p la n a t io n  and r a t i o n a l ,  i f  n o t  m o ra l ,  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .

What i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  o u r  s tu d y  and must be s t r e s s e d  h e r e ,  how ever, i s  

t h e  n e g a t iv e  a s p e c t  o f  R o u sse au 's  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  o th e r s .  Even t h i s  

e a r l y  in  h i s  s o c i a l  c a r e e r ,  t h e  l a d  had  p r e v io u s ly  d r i f t e d  away from fam ily  

and Cousin Abraham, d i s t r a c t e d  by th e  p a s s in g  o f  t im e  and new o c c u p a t io n s .

He had q u ic k ly  and w i l l i n g l y  f o r g o t t e n  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  p laym ates  and a l l  

o t h e r  m ediocre  and " u s e l e s s "  a c q u a in ta n c e s .  He had  abandoned p u r s u i t  o f  

th e  monk, Mme. B a s i l e ' s  f r i e n d ,  who had g e n e ro u s ly  o f f e r e d  t o  h e lp  " p la c e "  

h im , f o r  no r e a s o n  b u t  t i m e ,  d i s t r a c t i o n  and a b i t  o f  h i s  famous l a z i n e s s .

Now, he c o n s e c u t iv e ly  abandoned M ile , de B r e i l ,  t h e  Gouvon f a t h e r  and s o n ,  

and would soon drop B a d e  f o r  th e  same r e a s o n s ,  t h i s  tim e  g iv in g  ev id en ce  

o f  an i n d i f f e r e n c e  tow ard  o t h e r s '  i n t e r e s t s  and f e e l i n g s  t h a t  becomes a 

k in d  o f  p a s s iv e  i n s u l t  o r  c r u e l t y :  he squeezed  t h e  orange and t o s s e d  away

th e  r i n d .  "All Rousseau.' j e  vous c r o y a is  un bon c a r a c t e r e , "  l i t t l e  Marion 

had ex c la im ed  in  dism ay. From t h i s  p o i n t  fo rw a rd ,  J e a n - J a c q u e s ,  l i k e  h i s  

f a t h e r ,  has  p ro v e d  h i m s e l f  a  mauvais c a r a c t e r e . s e l f i s h  and e g o t i s t i c a l ,  

a b le  t o  b e t r a y  even th e  bonds o f  f r i e n d s h i p  and o b l i g a t i o n ,  even c i v i l i t y ,  

i f  th e y  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  what he f e e l s  he owes h im s e l f .  The o f t - re m a rk e d  

f a c t  must be r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  Rousseau was i n t e r e s t e d  on ly  in  g r a t i f y i n g  

human r e l a t i o n s h i p s  — " f r i e n d s  ready  t o  s e r v e  [him]" — and , as soon as 

an a t ta ch m e n t  c e a se d  t o  rem ain su c h ,  i t  became e i t h e r  a  c o n s t r a i n t  from
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which t o  f l e e  in  a v e r s io n  or a  s u b je c t  o f  s h e e r ,  u t t e r  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  Like 

P a g n o l 's  M arius, Jean -Jacq u es  Rousseau was a  boy w i th  no h e a r t  t o  g iv e .

We a re  a l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  such e g o i s t s  t o  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  d e g re e ,  no m a t t e r  

how we may r a t i o n a l i z e  our m o t iv a t io n s ,  b u t  v a r io u s  lo n g - te rm  m oral and 

s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  p re v e n t  us from d i s p l a y in g  o u r  opp o rtu n ism . R ousseau , on 

th e  c o n t r a r y ,  was a d m it te d ly  in c a p a b le  o f  s t i f l i n g  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  in  

th e  e x p e c ta t io n  o f  lo n g - te rm  g a in .  P e rhaps  a l l  g en iu s  i s  such . At any 

r a t e ,  Rousseau would go on n e g l e c t i n g  f r i e n d s  and a c q u a in ta n c e s  one a f t e r  

t h e  o th e r  th ro u g h o u t h i s  l i f e ;  b u t ,  l e s t  we b r i n g  t o o  heavy a  judgment on 

him , l e t  us b e a r  in  mind t h a t  no man has e v e r  p a id  a  h ig h e r  p r i c e  f o r  such 

a  c h a r a c t e r  f a i l i n g .

Meantime, however, J ea n -Jac q u e s  and BAcle l e f t  T o r in o  by f o o t ,  c a r r y in g  

w ith  them a c l e v e r  gimmick fo u n ta in  by which th e y  p la n n e d  t o  e a rn  t h e i r  

keep as th e y  t r a v e l e d  i n d e f i n i t e l y  th ro u g h o u t  Europe. The w alk  was fun 

in d e e d ,  bu t th e  fo u n ta in  f a i l e d  t o  exempt them  from p a y in g  t h e i r  inn  b i l l s ,  

e v e n tu a l ly  began t o  b o re  them, and f i n a l l y  b ro k e .  They began h u r r y in g  

tow ard  th e  end o f  t h e i r  t r i p .  As th e y  app roached  Annecy, J e a n -J a c q u e s  

w o r r ie d  about b re a k in g  o f f  w ith  B a d e ,  f e a r i n g  he would n o t  be ab le  t o  g e t  

r i d  o f  h i s  f r i e n d  w ith o u t  a s cen e .  He p r e p a r e d  t h e  b r e a k - o f f  by a c t i n g  

very  c o ld  on h i s  l a s t  day. BScle u n d e rs to o d ,  s a i d  "good-bye"  and went 

c h e e r f u l ly  on h i s  way i n t o  o b l iv io n .  "N otre  c o n n a is s an c e  e t  n o t r e  a m it ie  

d u re re n t  en t o u t  en v iro n  s i x  s e m a in e s ,"  s a i d  R o u sseau ,  "mais l e s  s u i t e s  

en d u re ro n t  a u ta n t  que moi,"'*'

Rousseau had met th e  t e s t s  o f  s o c i e t y  by p r o v in g  h im s e l f  more d u ra b le  

and de te rm ined  th a n  might have been e x p e c te d .  The t i n y  p ro d ig y  o f  s e n s i -

1I b id . , p. 103.



t i v i t y  and s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  p roved  t o  have t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  w a r r io r  

and a w i l l  o f  i r o n .  The g o a l  o f  h i s  c ru sad e  was no lo n g e r  t o  r e g a in  p e r  se 

th e  c h i ld h o o d  s t a t e  o f  harmonious m e d io c r i ty  from which he had been  e j e c t e d :  

s in c e  becoming aware o f  th e  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  c i v i l i z e d  s o c i e t y ,  he was 

c l e a r l y  aim ing f o r  such a ccep tan ce  and e q u a l i t y ,  b u t  always on th e  h ig h e s t  

rank  c o n c e iv a b le  ( a l th o u g h  f o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  r a t h e r  th a n  m a te r i a l  r e a so n s )

— w i th  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  th e  e f f o r t  o f  s e l f - p r o p u l s i o n  be 

f r e e  from th e  c o n s t r a i n t  o r  conformism h e re in ab o v e  d is c u s s e d .  Lacking 

s k i l l s  o r  obvious t a l e n t s  on which t o  c o n s t r u c t  h i s  e d i f i c e ,  b a s in g  h i s  

e n t i r e  campaign on a  vague c o n v ic t io n  o f  s e n t im e n ta l  " s u p e r i o r i t y , "  

young R ousseau  so u g h t  p a t ro n a g e  r a t h e r  th a n  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i ty .  Thus, 

w e l l  b e f o r e  h i s  i n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d s h ip  w i th  Mme. de W arens, Rousseau had 

broken  away from th e  Genevan i d e a l  o f  e a r n in g  o n e 's  d a i ly  b re a d  and had 

embraced p a r a s i t i s m  as a  means t o  a  f u l f i l l m e n t  c o n ce iv ed ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  

as b e in g  d e r iv e d  from p le a s u r e  and p reced en ce  r a t h e r  th a n  from s e l f -  

s u f f i c i e n c y .  In  t h i s  c o n te x t ,  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s  appeared  e i t h e r  as u s e f u l  

o r  p l e a s u r a b l e ,  as u s e l e s s  o r  b o r in g .  In  h i s  u t t e r  dependency, R o u sseau 's  

p o s s e s s io n  o r  l a c k  o f  f r i e n d s  to o k  on a  d e a d - s e r io u s  immediacy. From th e  

day I s a a c  R ousseau  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  h i s  Genevan h o u seh o ld ,  human r e l a t i o n s  

were neverm ore a  l a r k  t o  .Jean-Jacques — i f  in d eed  th e y  had ev er  a c t u a l l y  

been s o .  Thus, b e f o r e  t h e  Mme. de Warens f r i e n d s h i p ,  t h e  boy had r e i n f o r c e d  

h a b i t s  o f  o p p o r tu n ism . He had  dev e lo p ed  a  " l i t t l e  s to r y "  te ch n iq u e  f o r  

g a in in g  s y m p a th y - th ro u g h -p i ty  which p ro v ed  rem arkab ly  s u c c e s s f u l  w i th  

c e r t a i n  g e n t l e ,  generous  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  ( in  h i s  com pulsive s e l f - a s s e r t i o n ,  

he had  a l r e a d y  r e v e a l e d  h im s e l f  s t r o n g l y  a p p e a l in g  t o  some and e q u a l ly  r e ­

pugnan t t o  o t h e r s . )  He had shown h im s e l f  a t t r a c t e d  t o  p e rso n s  in  a  p o s i t i o n



i k l

t o  ’’p r o t e c t "  him and t o  th o s e  p r o v id in g  d i s t r a c t i o n  (amusement, l i k e  

B&cle; s e x u a l  a d v e n tu r e ,  l i k e  Mme. B a s i l e ;  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a d v e n tu r e ,  l i k e  

t h e  Abb£ Oaine) b u t  had  co n tin u e d  r e j e c t i n g  m e d io c r i ty  in  f r i e n d s h i p .

He had a l s o  ~  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  ~  proven h im s e l f  e m o t io n a l ly  d i s t u r b e d  and 

l e s s - t h a n - h o n e s t  w i th  h im s e l f ,  t e n d in g  t o  seek  sca p e g o a ts  f o r  h i s  own 

w e ak n esse s ,  th u s  making h i s  " l i t t l e  s t o r y "  s u b j e c t  t o  c a u t io n  and p r e p a r in g  

th e  way f o r  a  storm y f u t u r e .
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A SENTIMENTAL EDUCATION

Is a a c  Rousseau had been t h e  d e te rm in in g  in f lu e n c e  on young .Jean- 

J a c q u e s '  c h a r a c t e r ,  which has a l re a d y  re v e a le d  i t s e l f  t o  be s e r i o u s l y  de­

f i c i e n t .  Mme. de Warens was t o  become a  second  d e te rm in in g  in f l u e n c e  on 

h i s  l i f e ,  th ro u g h  t h e  e a r l y  development o f  h i s  g e n iu s .  He was t o  spend  

some tw en ty  y e a r s  under h e r  w ing , i f  n o t  as th e  fa m ily  " i d o l , "  a t  l e a s t  

as th e  " c h i l d  o f  t h e  house" ~  a p o s i t i o n  which he n o t  on ly  c h e r i s h e d , ,  f o r  

b e t t e r  o r  f o r  w o rse ,  b u t  which h i s  b ra n d  o f  gen ius  n e c e s s i t a t e d .  He had  

a r r i v e d  a t  h e r  d o o r s t e p ,  a  n o th in g  and a  nobody, t h e  lo w es t  o f  t h e  low.

When he l e f t  h e r  house f o r  P a r i s ,  he was p re p a re d  t o  h o ld  h i s  own q u i t e  

r e s p e c t a b ly  in  th e  cream o f  h ig h  s o c i e t y ,  even i f  he was s t i l l  f a r  from 

th e  b r i l l i a n t  s t a r  he was t o  become. This w as, o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  d i r e c t l y  

Mme. de W arens' d o in g ,  and i t  may w e l l  have happened w i th o u t  h e r ,  b u t  t h e  

im p o r ta n t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  i t  would no t have happened in  t h e  same way.

In  t h e  C o n fe s s io n s . Rousseau d e s c r ib e s  h i s  v a r io u s  "homecomings" t o  

Mme. de W arens ' w i th  g r e a t  a r t i s t i c  c a r e ,  o b v io u s ly  s e e in g  them as p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  We s h a l l  t h e r e f o r e  examine h i s  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  in  d e t a i l .

Going back  a  y e a r  t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e t in g ,  we f i n d  a  m a s t e r f u l  p a s s a g e  

r e c r e a t i n g  t h e  suspense  and q u a s i - r e l i g i o u s  em otion o f  t h e  e v e n t  as i t  

ap p ea red  t o  t h e  n o t - q u i t e - s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  runaway. Rousseau b e g in s  

s im p ly  and su d d en ly :  " J ' a r r i v e  e n f i n ;  j e  v o is  Mme. de W aren s ." ’*' Then,

^C onfess ion s . 0 . C. I ,  p.  U8.
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however, i n s t e a d  o f  d e s c r i b i n g  h e r  t o  t h e  c u r io u s  r e a d e r ,  he s to p s  t h e  

"c lock"  t o  a f f i r m  th e  im p o r tan ce  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  t o  t h e  fo rm atio n  o f  h i s  

c h a r a c te r  and h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  n o t  t o  p a ss  o v e r  i t  l i g h t l y .  He then  p a i n t s  

a p o r t r a i t  o f  h i m s e l f  a t  t h e  tim e  o f  t h e  m e e t in g :  h i s  a t t r a c t i v e  p h y s ic a l

ap p ea ran ce ,  o f  w hich he  was unaw are; h i s  ve ry  a f f e c t i o n a t e  n a tu r e  b u t  t im id  

f e a r  o f  d i s p l e a s i n g ;  h i s  c o n s id e r a b le  background  o f  re a d in g  b u t  t o t a l  lack

o f  p e r s p e c t iv e .  This sudden s to p p in g  o f  th e  " f i lm "  adds t o  t h e  suspense  of

th e  n a r r a t i v e ;  J e a n - J a c q u e s ' p h y s i c a l  b eau ty  and t im id  n a i v e t e  f i r e  t h e  

im ag in a tio n  o f  t h e  r e a d e r  ( i n  a  te c h n iq u e  n o t  u n l ik e  t h a t  o f  c l a s s i c  porno­

graphy1 ) , a p p ro x im a tin g  in  t h e  r e a d e r  th e  c h a r a c t e r ' s  own f e e l in g s  o f  im­

p a t ie n c e  and s e n s u a l  e x p e c ta n c y .

Rousseau b e g in s  t h e  f i lm  a g a in ,  b u t  i t  has been  tu rn e d  back  a few 

fram es ,  and we s e e ,  th ro u g h  hum orously i r o n i c  e y e s ,  young J e a n -Jac q u e s  on 

th e  ro a d ,  c a r e f u l l y  com posing a  " b e a u t i f u l  l e t t e r  in  o r a to r y  s ty l e "  in  

which he c a l l s  upon " a l l  [ h i s ]  e lo q u en ce"  t o  c a p t i v a t e  t h e  goodw ill  o f  the  

" c h a r i t a b l e  l a d y "  to  whom he has  been  s e n t  and on whom he f e a r e d  h i s  b e d ra g g led  

appearance (w hich  we hav e  a l r e a d y  seen  as cu te-as-a^-bug) would make a  bad 

im p ress io n .

J j  enferm ai l a  l e t t r e  de M. de P o n tv e r r e  dans l a  m ienne, e t  je_ p a r t i s
pou r c e t t e  t e r r i b l e  a u d ien c e .  J e  ne  t r o u v a i  p o in t  Mme. de W arens; on
me d i t  q u ' e l l e  v e n a i t  de s o r t i r  p o u r  a l l e r  a  l ' e g l i s e .  C 'e t a i t  l e  
j o u r  des Rameaux de l ' a n n e e  1728. Je_ co u rs  po u r  l a  s u i v r e :  ^  l a  
v o i s , l ' a t t e i n s ,  je_ l u i  p a r l e . . . .  j e  d o is  me s o u v e n ir  du l i e u ;  je  
l ' a i  souven t d ep u is  m o u i l le  de mes larm es e t  couver t  de mes b a i s e r s .
Que ne p u i s - j e  e n t o u r e r  d 'u n  b a l u s t r e  d ' o r  c e t t e  heu reu se  p lace.' que

^R ousseau 's  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  "homecoming" scene  w i th  th e  s e x u a l  
ex c item en t he t h e n  f e l t  i s  e v id e n t .  The rhythm  o f  t h i s  e x p l i c a t e d  p a s ­
s a g e ,  tem pered o n ly  by a  g e n t l e  i r o n y ,  ap p ro x im a tes  t h a t  o f  t h e  s e x u a l  act 
perfo rm ed  w ith  g r e a t  s e n s u a l  f i n e s s e ,  e x e m p lify in g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which 
R o u sseau 's  c o n c e p t io n  o f  lovem aking w as, as S t a r o b i n s k i  has o b se rv ed , v i s u a l .



n 'y  p u i s - j e  a t t i r e r  l e s  h o m ag es  de t o u t e  l a  t e r r e l  Quiconque aime 
a h o n o re r  l e s  monuments du s a l u t  des hommes n 'e n  d e v r a i t  a p p ro ch er  
q u 'a  genoux.-*-

In  th e  above p a s s a g e ,  one s w i f t  and s im p le  s t r o k e  o f  th e  pen b r in g s  

t h e  boy forw ard  t o  th e  t h r e s h h o ld  o f  t h e  w o n d e rfu l ly  t e r r i f y i n g  m eeting  

( e c c l e s i a s t i c a l l y  d e sc r ib e d  as " a u d ie n c e " )  on which h i s  f u t u r e  i& t o  depend. 

An ab ru p t  s e n te n c e ,  w here in  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  i s  t o l d  t h a t  Mine, de Warens has 

J u s t  l e f t  f o r  ch u rch , h e ig h te n s  t h e  su sp en se  by aga in  d e la y in g  th e  appearance  

o f  t h e  h e ro in e .  The co ld n ess  o f  th e  s e n t e n c e ,  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  la c k  o f  emo­

t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  an o u t s i d e r  t o  t h i s  h e a r t - e v e n t  —  a s e r v a n t  g iv in g  

Jea n -Jacq u es  t h e  in fo rm a t io n  —  b r in g s  o u t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  two d i s t i n c t  

and s e p a r a te  d im ensions o f  r e a l i t y  f o r  R ousseau: Jea n -Jac q u e s*  s u b j e c t i v e

p la n e  and th e  o u s t i d e r s ' o b j e c t i v e  one. (We do n o t  doub t t h a t  Mme. de 

Warens w i l l  v i b r a t e  on t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  p l a n e . )

As a l a s t  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  Rousseau m entions  t h e  d a te :  Palm Sunday, 1728.

'The y e a r  1728 p la c e s  th e  ev en t  c o n s id e ra b ly  in  th e  p a s t  ( a l r e a d y  f o r t y  y e a r s  

a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  C o n fe s s io n s ) ,  which g iv e  i t  a  d re a m -l ik e  

n o s t a l g i c  q u a l i t y  as w e l l  as t h e  sense  o f  an " h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t . "  "Palm 

Sunday" b r in g s  f o r t h  an em o tio n a l  re sp o n se  in  t h e  r e a d e r ,  ap p ro x im a tin g  

Jean -Jacq u es*  own — combining f e e l i n g s  o f  h o l in e s s  w i th  th o s e  o f  s p r i n g ' s  

sen se  o f  b e g in n in g ,  i t s  harmony and i t s  s e n s u a l i t y .  At th e  same t im e ,  

R o u sseau 's  f a c t u a l  way o f  making th e  s ta t e m e n t  p r o v id e s  a  s t a n d a r d  o f  

comparison f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  t o  fo l lo w .

Rousseau now adopts  th e  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e n t  t e n s e .  The th o u g h t - g r o u p s , 

a l l  b e g in n in g  w i th  " je "  ( i t a l i c i z e d )  d u r in g  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e ,

•*T b i d . , pp . U8-9. P o n tv e r re  i s  t h e  " c o n v e r te r "  who had s e n t  J e a n -  
Jacques  t o  t h e  " c h a r i t a b l e  l a d y . "  ( i t a l i c s  m in e .)
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have been q u ic k e n in g ,  a1? have t h e  b e a ts  o f  J e a n - J a c q u e s '  h e a r t ,  en d in g  w i th  

t h r e e  s h o r t  " p a l p i t a t i o n s "  and b re a k in g  o f f ,  w i th  a  p o i n t  de s u sp e n s io n  

s to p p in g  th e  f i lm  f o r  an a tem p o ra l  rh a p so d ic  ( i f  g e n t ly  i r o n i c  t o  s t r e s s  

t h e  l a d ' s  " in n o c e n t"  n a iv e t e )  b e n e d ic t io n  o f  t h e  sp o t  where t h e  m eeting  

was t o  ta k e  p l a c e .

The p assa g e  c o n t in u e s :

C ' e t a i t  un p a ssa g e  d e r r i e r e  l a  m aison , e n t r e  un r u i s s e a u  a. main d r o i t e  
q u i  l a  s e p a r a i t  du j a r d i n ,  e t  l e  mur de l a  cour a  gauche, c o n d u isa n t  
p a r  une fa u s se  p o r t e  a  l ' e g l i s e  des C o r d e l i e r s .  P r e t e  a  e n t r e r  dans 
c e t t e  p o r t e ,  Mme. de Warens se r e to u rn e  a  ma vo ix . ^

Here Rousseau s e t s  t h e  f i lm  ag a in  in  m o tio n ,  once more h av ing  t u r n e d  i t  

backw ard i n  tim e a  few fram es. As J ean -Jacq u es  approaches t h e  moment o f  

t r u t h ,  Rousseau d e s c r ib e s  w ith  p h o to g ra p h ic  r e a l i s m  t h e  h a n d fu l  o f  s im p le  

o b j e c t s  th e  boy p e r c e i v e s ,  th e n  Mme. de Warens h e r s e l f ,  w ith  h e r  back  

t u r n e d .  E v e ry th in g  o u t s id e  o f  J e a n - J a c q u e s '  own s u b j e c t i v e  e x i s t e n c e  s t i l l  

v i b r a t e s  on t h e  o b j e c t iv e  p la n e  u n t i l  Mme. de Warens t u r n s  t o  face  him.

Then: "Que d e v in s - j e  a  c e t t e  v u e j"  At t h i s  moment, and fo r  t h e  one and on ly  

t im e  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  Rousseau f e l t  he had  f u l l y  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  m ir a c le  o f  w hich 

he had  always dream ed, " l a  sym path ie  des ames."

But t h e  r e a d e r  i s  n o t  y e t  s a t i s f i e d ,  as t h e  p le a s u r a b le  d is c o m fo r t  con­

t i n u e s  : a g a in  t h e  f i l m  s t o p s :

J e  m 'e t a i s  f i g u r e  une v i e i l l e  devote  b ie n  r e c h ig n e e :  l a  bonne dame 
de M, de P o n tv e r r e  ne p o u v a i t  § t r e  a u t r e  chose a mon a v i s .

H e re ,  R o u sse au 's  l a s t  " o b j e c t iv e "  and humorous s e n te n c e  p ro lo n g s  th e  s u s ­

p en se  and h e ig h te n s  t h e  c o n t r a s t  an d ,  as in  th e  case o f  th e  o t h e r  d i s o r i e n t i n g  

changes o f  p a c e ,  t im e  o r  mood in  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  s e r v in g  t o  r e p ro d u c e ,  in  a

1Ibid. , p. 1*9.
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m a s te r f u l  s t y l e  p a s s io n n e . t h e  em otion  o f  t h e  e v e n t .

F i n a l l y ,  as Mme. de Warens t u r n s  around  and r e v e a l s  h e r  b eau ty  o f  f a c e ,

body and e x p r e s s io n ,  t h e  sun  comes out from  b e h in d  th e  c louds and v i o l i n s

b eg in  t o  p l a y ,  as J e a n -J a c q u e s  i s  t r a n s fo rm e d  in  a  p r i v i l e g e d  moment o f

d e l i g h t  which Rousseau has re p ro d u c ed  in  h i s  p ro s e :

Je  vo is  un v is ag e  p e t r i  de g r a c e s ,  de beaux yeux  b le u s  p l e i n s  de 
douceur , un t e i n t  e b l o u i s s a n t ,  l e  c o n to u r  d 'u n e  gorge e n c h a n te re s s e .
Rien n 'e c h a p p a  au  r a p id e  coup d ' o e i l  du jeu n e  p r o s e l y t e ;  c a r  j e  de- 
v in s  a 1 ' i n s t a n t  l e  s i e n ;  sftr q u 'u n e  r e l i g i o n  p rech£e  p a r  de t e l s  
m is s io n n a i r e s  ne p o u v a i t  manquer de mener en p a r a d i s .

With t h i s  f l u x  o f  r e l e a s e ,  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  and J e a n - J a c q u e s '  su spense  i s  t e r ­

m in a ted ,  and , a l th o u g h  th e  e x c i te m e n t  and c u r i o s i t y  c o n t in u e  u n a b a te d ,  t h e  

p o e t i c  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  e n d s .  Rousseau goes on to  d e s c r ib e  Mme. de 

Warens — h e r  backg round , h e r  a p p e a ra n c e ,  h e r  conduct w i th  th e  runaway ~  

and t o  ana lyze  h i s  s e n t im e n ts  f o r  h e r ,  w hich we have a l r e a d y  s e e n ,  co n c lud ing  

w ith  a  p r o p h e t i c  s e n te n c e  w hich he p la c e s  on h e r  l i p s :  "Pauvre  p e t i t ,  t u

dois a l l e r  ou Dieu t ' a p p e l l e ;  mais quand t u  s e r a s  g rand  t u  t e  so u v ien d ra s  

de m o i ."2

J e a n - J a c q u e s '  second  "homecoming," fo l lo w in g  t h e  T o r ino  a d v e n tu r e s ,  i s  

o f  a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r ,  i n d i c a t i n g  an e v o lu t io n  in  th e  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip .  How t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  s u s p e n s e f u l  d isco m fo r t  i s  d e r iv e d  from th e  p a r ­

dons he must ask  o f  h i s  Lady.

S ince  th e  Palm Sunday m ee t in g  w i th  Mme. de W arens, J ea n -Jac q u e s  had 

e n v isag ed  h e r  house as "home." He had  w r i t t e n  h e r  d u r in g  h i s  y e a r  in  T o r in o ,

-*- I b id . , p .  1+9 .

2Ibid. , p. 53.
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and by now she p la y e d  a l e a d in g  r o l e  in  h i s  s e l f - im a g e  and " l i t t l e  s t o r y . "

At t h e  Oouvons, she had  s e n t  him th e  m o th e rly  o p in io n  t h a t ,  i f  he worked

h a rd  and behaved w e l l ,  h i s  f u tu r e  was a s su re d .  Now, h av ing  run  away f o r

no l o g i c a l  grown-up r e a s o n ,  he g r e a t l y  f e a r e d  h e r  s c o rn .  Would t h e i r

f r i e n d s h ip  s t a n d  d e s p i t e  h i s  w eaknesses o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  o r  would she  r e j e c t

him as had I s a a c  Rousseau f o r  p r e f e r r i n g  in d iv id u a l i s m  t o  conformism?

His nervous a g i t a t i o n  was ex trem e as he approached  Annecy.

Que l e  co eu r  me b a t t i t  en ap p rochan t de l a  maison de Mme. de Warensi 
Mes jambes t r e m b la i e n t  sous m oi, mes yeux s e  c o u v ra ie n t  d 'u n  v o i l e ,  
j e  ne v o y a is  r i e n ,  j e  n 'e n t e n d a i s  r i e n ,  j e  n ' a u r a i s  reconnu  p e rso n n e ;  
j e  fu s  c o n t r a i n t  de m 'a r r e t e r  p l u s i e u r s  f o i s  p o u r  r e s p i r e r  e t  r e p re n d re  
mes s e n s . l

Rousseau s t r e s s e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  f e a r  o f  r e j e c t i o n  in  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  

and h i s  h e a r t - i n t e r e s t s  in  g e n e r a l  were t o t a l l y  d iv o rc e d  from m a t e r i a l  con­

ce rn s  , th u s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  an d , a cco rd in g  

t o  t h e  C a l v i n i s t  a n t i - t e r r e s t r i a l  frame o f  m ind, t h e i r  n o b i l i t y .

Mme. de W arens' " a i r "  s u f f i c e d  to  r e a s s u r e  him. C a r r ie d  away w ith  th e  

w i ld e s t  j o y ,  he th rew  h im s e l f  a t  h e r  f e e t  and k i s s e d  h e r  hand w i th  h ap p in ess  

and g r a t i t u d e .  (Note t h e  c o n t in u in g  v io le n c e  o f  emotion b u t  absence o f  th e  

e r o t i c  e lem en t c o n ta in e d  i n  th e  f i r s t  m eeting . Rousseau l a t e r  c o n fe s se d  t h a t  

t h e  f i r s t  m ee ting  was h i s  on ly  " p a s s io n a t e "  moment w i th  Mme. de W arens.)

His b e n e f a c t r e s s  appeared  g e n t l e  and s e r e n e ,  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s e d  an d , he a d d s ,  

n o t  a t  a l l  d i s a p p o in te d .  She h e a rd  h i s  " l i t t l e  s t o r y , "  th e n  d e c ree d  t h a t  

J e a n -J a c q u e s  would r e s i d e  in  h e r  house . Rousseau compares h i s  f e e l in g s  a t  

t h i s  moment w i th  th o s e  o f  S a m t - P r e u x  as he moved i n t o  C la ren s .

1I M d .  , p .  103.

2E .g .  " Je  l ' a i  v u e , M ilord.1 mes yeux l ' o n t  vue.' J ' a i  e n ten d u  s a  v o ix ;  
se s  mains ont touche  l e s  m ie n n e s ; e l l e  m 'a  reco n n u ; e l l e  a  marque de l a  j o i e  
a  me v o i r ;  e l l e  m 'a  a p p e l l e  son am i, son c h e r  am i; e l l e  m 'a  re g u  dans s a
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A cceptance by Mme, de Warens s i g n i f i e d  more th a n  a  mere g e s tu r e  o f  

a f f e c t i o n  and a p p ro v a l ,  b u t  a  v e r i t a b l e  commitment t o  t h e  b o y ,  commit­

ment d e s c r ib e d  by Rousseau in  some d e t a i l :

" J e  s a i s  q u ' i l  y a une e sp ece  de c o n t r a t  e t  meme l e  p lu s  s a i n t  de 

to u s  e n t r e  l e  b i e n f a i t e u r  e t  1 ' o b l ig e .  C 'e s t  une s o r t e  de s o c i e ty  

q u ' i l s  forment l ' u n  avec 1 ' a u t r e ,  p lu s  e t r o i t e  que c e l l e  q u i u n i t  l e s  

hommes en g e n e r a l ,  e t  s i  l ' o b l i g e  s 'e n g a g e  t a c i t e m e n t  a l a  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e , 

l e  b i e n f a i t e u r  s 'e n g a g e  de meme a  c o n s e rv e r  a  l ' a u t r e ,  t a n t  q u ' i l  ne 

s 'e n  r e n d ra  pas  in d ig n e ,  l a  meme bonne v o lo n te  q u ' i l  v i e n t  de l u i  t<5- 

m o igne r ,  e t  a  l u i  en r e n o u v e le r  l e s  a c te s  t o u t e s  l e s  f o i s  q u ' i l  l e  

p o u r r a  e t  q u ' i l  en s e r a  r e q u i s .  Ce ne s o n t  pas  l a  des c o n d i t io n s  

e x p r e s s e s ,  mais ce so n t  des e f f e t s  n a t u r e l s  de l a  r e l a t i o n  q u i  v i e n t  de 

s ' e t a b l i r  e n t r e  eux. C e lu i  q u i l a  p re m ie re  f o i s  r e f u s e  un s e r v i c e  g r a t u i t  

q u 'o n  l u i  demande ne donne aucun d r o i t  de se  p l a i n d r e  a c e l u i  q u ' i l  a  

r e f u s e ;  mais c e lu i  qu i dans un cas  sem b lab le  r e f u s e  au meme l a  meme 

g race  q u ' i l  l u i  acco rd a  c i - d e v a n t  f r u s t r e  une e sp e ra n ce  q u ' i l  l ' a  

a u t o r i s e  a  c o n c e v o ir ;  i l  trompe e t  dement une a t t e n t e  q u ' i l  a  f a i t  

n a l t r e .  On s e n t  dans ce r e f u s  j e  ne s a i s  quo i d ' i n j u s t e  e t  de p lu s  dur 

que dans l ' a u t r e ;  . . .

m aison; p lu s  heureux  que j e  ne fu s  de ma v i e  j e  loge  avec e l l e  sous un 
meme t o i t ,  e t  m a in ten an t  que j e  vous e c r i s , j e  s u i s  a  t r e n t e  pas  d ' e l l e . ' "  
N ouvelle  H e l o i s e . O.C. I I ,  p . Hl8. A lso :  " . . .  J 'o b s e r v a i  du co in  de
l ' o e i l  qu 'on  a v a i t  d e tach e  ma m a lle  e t  rem ise  ma c h a i s e .  J u l i e  me p r i t  
sous l e  b r a s ,  e t  j e  m’ avangai avec eux v e r s  l a  m a iso n , p re sq u e  opp resse  
d ' a i s e  de v o i r  q u 'o n  y p r e n a i t  p o s s e s s io n  de m o i."  I b i d . ,  p .  1*21, Note 
t h a t  t h i s  form o f  welcome i s  in  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t io n  t o  I s a a c  R o u sse au 's  con­
duct w ith  h i s  young son and , t o  an e x t e n t ,  co n so le s  t h e  boy and makes up 
f o r  i t .

R e v e r ie s . O.C. I ,  pp. 1053-^.
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This  e a r l y  r e s id e n c e  w ith  Mme. de Warens d id  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  R ousseau 's  

"happy days"  w i th  h e r  h u t ,  he s a i d ,  was a  n e c e s s a ry  p r e p a r a to r y  p e r io d .

The p h i lo s o p h e r  e x p la in s  t h e  re a so n  f o r  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  in c u b a t io n :  "Quoique

c e t t e  s e n s i b i l i t e  de coeu r  qu i nous f a i t  v ra im en t J o u i r  de nous s o i t  

l 'o u v r a g e  de l a  n a tu r e  e t  p e u t - S t r e  un p r o d u i t  de l ' o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  e l l e  a 

b e s o in  de s i t u a t i o n s  qu i l a  d e v e lo p p e n t .  Sans ces causes o c c a s io n n e l le s  

un homme ne t r e s  s e n s i b l e  ne s e n t i r a i t  r i e n ,  e t  m o u rra i t  sans  a v o i r  connu 

son e t r e . " ^  Rousseau  a t t r i b u t e d  h i s  own " s e n t im e n ta l  ed u ca t io n "  t o  h is  

lo n g  in t im a c y  w i th  Mme. de Warens.

He d e s c r ib e s  h i s  s e n t im e n ts  tow ard  h e r  as b e in g  n e i t h e r  love n o r  f r i e n d ­

s h ip  p e r  s e , b u t  a  sensuous f r i e n d s h ip  w hich he c a l l s  th e  s w e e te s t  f e e l in g  

in  l i f e  ~  l e s s  im petuous bu t a  th o u san d  t im e s  more d e l i g h t f u l  th a n  love 

a lo n e  ( t o  which i t  can be j o in e d  b u t  from which i t  i s  more o f te n  s e p a r a t e d ) ,  

and more v o lu p tu o u s  and te n d e r  th a n  s im p le  f r i e n d s h ip .  Rousseau assumed 

t h a t  t h e  f e e l i n g  was l i m i t e d  t o  members o f  o p p o s i te  s e x e s ,  add in g ,  "du 

moins j e  fu s  ami s i  jam a is  homme l e  f u t ,  e t  j e  ne l ' e p r o u v a i  jam ais  p res  

d-’ aucun de mes a m is ." 2

■̂C onfessions . O.C. I ,  p .  10l+,

2I b i d . , p .  10U.
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The f i r s t  moment o f  e r o t i c  d e s i r e  h av in g  p a s s e d ,  J e a n -J a c q u e s  n ev e r  

s e c r e t l y  o bserved  h e r  abundant charms w i th  h i s  e a g le  e y e ,  had n e i t h e r  

" t r a n s p o r t s "  n o r  d e s i r e s  in  h e r  p re s e n c e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  was i n  a  " r a v i s h i n g  

ca lm ,"  a p r i v i l e g e d  moment o f  h i s  e x i s t e n c e ,  f e e l i n g  an in d e s c r i b a b l e  

p l e a s u r e  w i th o u t  knowing w hy.1 For once he f e l t  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  h i s  l o t .  

" J ' a u r a i s  a i n s i  p a s se  ma v ie  e t  l ' e t e m i t e  m§rae san s  m 'ennuyer un i n s t a n t , " 2 

he e x c la im s .

Yet h i s  a t t i t u d e  was p a s s io n a te .  " . . .  De moi a  l 'a m a n t  l e  p lu s  p a s -  

s io n n e ,"  he c o n fe s s e d ,  " i l  n 'y  a v a i t  q u 'u n e  d i f f e r e n c e  u n iq u e ,  mais e s s e n -  

t i e l l e , e t  qu i ren d  mon e t a t  p re sq u e  in c o n c e v a b le  a  l a  r a i s o n . " 3 G ra t i tu d e ?  

I d e a l i z a t i o n ?  Mere c y c l i c a l  e l a t i o n ?  P erhaps  a l l  t h r e e .  In an im a te  o b je c t s  

r e c a l l i n g  Mme. de Warens to o k  on a sym bolic  v a lu e .  R ousseau  re c o u n ts  

e x t r a v a g a n t  a c t s  —  k i s s i n g  h i s  b e d ,  t h e  c u r t a i n s ,  t h e  f u r n i t u r e ,  even th e  

f l o o r  on which she had w alked . Once he even sw allow ed a  p ie c e  o f  food  he 

had p e rs u a d e d  h e r  t o  e x p e l  from h e r  mouth.

The f a m i l i a r i t y  between Jea n -Jac q u e s  (now " L i t t l e  One") and h i s  b en e ­

f a c t r e s s  ("Mama") began im m edia te ly . Thus f o r  n e a r l y  two decades i t  was 

t o  rem ain . Rousseau was th e  f i r s t  t o  p o in t  o u t  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e

^Rousseau says  h i s  " e x t r a o r d in a r y  a f f e c t i o n "  f o r  Mme. de Warens — a rd o r  
w i th o u t  p a s s io n  - -  p re v e n te d  him a t  f i r s t  from d e s i r i n g  e i t h e r  h i s  b e n e fa c ­
t r e s s  o r  o t h e r  women. " I in iv re  du charme de v iv r e  aupres  d ' e l l e ,  du d 6 s i r  
a rd e n t  d 'y  p a s s e r  mes j o u r s ,  ab se n te  ou p r e s e n t e  j e  v o y a is  t o u j o u r s  en e l l e  
une t e n d r e  m ere , une s o e u r  c h e r i e ,  une d e l i c i e u s e  am ie, e t  r i e n  de p l u s .
J e  l a  vo y a is  to u jo u r s  a i n s i ,  to u jo u r s  l a  meme, e t  ne  v o y a is  jam a is  q u ' e l l e .
Son image to u jo u r s  p r e s e n te  a  mon coeu r  n 'y  l a i s s a i t  p l a c e  a  n u l l e  a u t r e ;  e l l e  
e t a i t  p o u r  moi l a  s e u le  femme qu i f u t  au monde, e t  l 1 extrem e douceur des 
s e n t im e n ts  q u ' e l l e  m ' i n s p i r a i t  ne l a i s s a i t  pas a  mes sens  l e  temps de s ' e -  
v e i l l e r  p o u r  d ' a u t r e s ,  me g a r a n t i s s a i t  d ' e l l e  e t  de t o u t  son  s e x e .  En un m ot, 
j ' e t a i s  sage p a rc e  que j e  1 'a i m a i s . "  I b i d . . p .  109.

2I b i d .  . p .  107.

3Ibid... p. 1 0 8 .
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denom ination : " J e  t ro u v e  que ces deux noms re n d e n t  a  m e rv e i l l e  l ' i d e e

de n o t r e  t o n ,  l a  s i m p l i c i t e  de nos m onieres  e t  s u r t o u t  l a  r e l a t i o n  de nos 

c o e u rs .  E l l e  f u t  p o u r  moi l a  p lu s  t e n d r e  des meres qui jam ais  ne c h e rch a  son 

p l a i s i r  mais t o u j o u r s  mon b i e n ;  e t  s i  l e s  sens  e n t r e r e n t  dans mon a t t a c h e -  

ment p o u r  e l l e ,  ce n ’ e t a i t  pas  p o u r  en changer l a  n a t u r e ,  mais p o u r  l e  re n d re  

seu lem en t p lu s  e x q u i s , p o u r  m 'e n i v r e r  du charme d 'a v o i r  une maman jeune  

e t  j q l i e  q u ’i l  m ' e t a i t  d e l i c i e u x  de c a r e s s e r ;  j e  d i s  c a r e s s e r  au p ie d  de 

l a  l e t t r e ;  c a r  ja m a is  e l l e  n ’im ag ina  de m 'ep a rg n e r  l e s  b a i s e r s  n i  l e s  p lu s  

t e n d r e s  c a r e s s e s  m a t e m e l l e s , e t  jam ais  i l  n ' e n t r a  dans mon coeur d 'e n  

a b u se r .  "-*■

C le a r ly  — and w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e  r e a d e r  approves i s  i r r e l e v a n t  — 

R o u sseau 's  h a p p in e s s  and th e  f lo w e r in g  o f  h i s  gen ius  depended on j u s t  such 

a  f r i e n d .  How Mme. de Warens p la y e d  th e  r o l e  i s  what we must d e te rm in e ,  

and th u s  we t u r n  t o  t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  and p a r a d o x ic a l  woman.

Born to  a n o b le  fam ily  in  t h e  Swiss Vaud c o u n t ry ,  F ra n g o ise -L o u ise  de 

La Tour had l o s t  h e r  m other w h i le  s t i l l  in  th e  c r a d le  and had been b ro u g h t 

up i n  a  P i e t i s t  a tm osphere  by two maiden a u n ts .  Her ed u ca t io n  had been 

somewhat n e g le c te d .  She had some knowledge o f  music and t h e  a r t s .  Her 

t a s t  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  R ousseau , was " a  b i t  P r o t e s t a n t , "  Bayle 

and S t .  Evremond b e in g  h e r  £ r e a t  f a v o r i t e s .  Her b lo n d e ,  p in k -a n d -w h i te  

b e a u ty  i s  d e s c r ib e d  as r e s i d i n g  more in  h e r  open and happy e x p re s s io n  th an  

in  h e r  f e a t u r e s .  S h o r t  o f  s t a t u r e  and p l e a s i n g l y  plump, w ell-endow ed by 

h e r  C r e a t o r , h e r  appea ran ce  was v iv a c io u s  and anim ated  b u t  " c a r e s s in g  and

-kEbid. , p .  106 .
p
As she grew o l d e r ,  she became f a t  and f i n a l l y  obese. A f r i e n d  

d e s c r ib e d  h e r  as h av in g  "beaucoup e t  beaucoup d 'em b o n p o in t , ce qu i l u i  a v a i t  
a r r o n d i  un p eu  l e s  e p a u le s  e t  ren d u  s a  gorge d 'a l b S t r e  a u s s i  t r o p  vo lum i- 
n e u s e . "  C.C. I ,  Appendix A -17 , P# 293.
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t e n d e r , "  h e r  g lan ce  "v ery  g e n t l e , "  h e r  sm ile  " a n g e l i c , "  h e r  laugh  

"charm ing" and h e r  c o n v e r sa t io n  s e d u c t iv e  and c a p t i v a t i n g .  Much l i k e  

J u l i e ,  she was u n a f f e c t e d  and w i th o u t  c o q u e t t e r y .  "Sans l e  p lu s  p e t i t  a i r  

de p r e t e n t i o n ,  t a n t  s ' e n  f a u t ,  c a r  t o u t  en e l l e  r e s p i r a i t  l a  s i n c e r i t e ,  

l 'h u m a n i t e ,  l a  b i e n f a i s a n c e ,  sans donner l e  p lu s  p e t i t  soupgon de v o u l o i r  

s e d u i r e  p a r  son e s p r i t  non p lu s  que p a r  s a  f i g u r e ,  c a r  e l l e  n e g l i g e a i t  p a r  

t r o p  c e t t e  d e r n i e r e ,  sans  neanmoins l ' a f f e c t e r  comme q u e lq u es  p re te n d u e s  

s a v a n te s  de son s e x e ." '1' A l l  ev id en ce  c o r r o b o r a te s  R o u sse a u 's  f l a t t e r i n g  

a p p r a i s a l  o f  h e r  c h a r a c te r s  " . . .  Son e x c e l l e n t  c o eu r  f u t  a  l ' e p r e u v e  e t  

demeura t o u jo u r s  l e  meme: son c a r a c t e r e  a im ant e t  doux, s a  s e n s i b i l i t e

p o u r  l e s  m alheureux , son in e p u is a b le  b o n te ,  son hvuneur g a i e ,  o u v e r te  e t  

f ran c h e  ne s ' a l t e r e n t  jam ais  . . .  " " E l le  a b h o r r a i t  l a  d u p l i c i t e ,  l e  men- 

songe ; e l l e  e t a i t  j u s t e ,  e q u i t a b l e ,  hum aine, d e s i n t £ r e s s e e , f i d e l e  a  s a  

p a r o l e ,  a  se s  am is ,  a  s e s  d e v o ir s  q u ' e l l e  r e c o n n a i s s a i t  p o u r  t e l s , in c a p a b le  

de vengeance e t  de h a i n e ,  e t  ne  concevant p a s  meme q u ' i l  y  e u t  l e  moindre
O

m e r i t e  a  p a rd o n n e r ."

N o n e th e le s s ,  f o r  a l l  h e r  u n p r e te n t io u s  charm , Mme. de Warens rem ains 

a  l a r g e l y  e n ig m a tic  f i g u r e ,  whom n e i t h e r  Rousseau n o r  p o s t e r i t y  has 

succeeded  in  p e n e t r a t i n g .  At once open and h id d e n ,  warm and c o ld ,  l i b e r a l  

and p r u d i s h ,  generous and s e l f i s h ,  p l a y f u l  and w ith d raw n , she  was b a s i c a l l y  

a  woman t r y i n g  t o  f i l l  a  gap ing  v o id  in  h e r  l i f e ,  a  v o id  she  p ro b a b ly  would 

h a v e ,  h e r s e l f ,  been a t  a  lo s s  t o  d e f in e .

1I b i d .

^Confessions. O.C. I , pp . 50-51.

% b id . , p . 1 9 9 .



At age t e n ,  F ra n q o ise  had gone t o  l i v e  w ith  h e r  n e w ly -re m a rr ie d  

f a t h e r .  At tw e lv e ,  she  was s e n t  away t o  h o a rd in g  s c h o o l ,  an d ,  a t  

f o u r t e e n ,  had made a "good m a rr ia g e "  t o  w ea lth y  h u t  d u l l  and s p in e l e s s  

t w e n t y - f i v e - y e a r - o l d  S e b a s t i a n - I s a a c  de Loys de V i l l a r d i n ,  a  weak, sen ­

s i t i v e  and r e f l e c t i v e  l o n e r .  (The nqme "Warens" came from a  t r a c t  o f  la n d  

given  t h e  coup le  as a  wedding g i f t . ) The c h i l d l e s s  m arr iag e  f a i l e d  t o  h r in g  

f u l f i l l m e n t ,  and Mme. de Warens had  r e c o u rs e  t o  th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  more than  

one l o v e r .  U n lik e  g u i l t - r i d d e n  " L i t t l e  One," she  e n jo y ed  a  c h e e r f u l  and , 

y e s ,  s c a t t e r b r a i n e d  l a c k  o f  com plexes. Rousseau  blam ed h e r  t u t o r ,  whom he 

b e l i e v e d  t o  have been  h e r  f i r s t  s e d u c e r ,  f o r  h e r  w o r ld ly  " n o - s c a n d a l ,  no­

e v i l "  p h i lo so p h y  o f  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  (which she seems t o  have a p p l i e d  t o  

t h e  economic domain as w e l l ) .  IIo C elim ene , she gave o f  h e r s e l f  f r e e l y  and 

u n h y p o c r i t i c a l l y  t o  h e r  Happy Few, a f f e c t i n g  n e i t h e r  t h e  p e r v e r s i t y  n o r  

t h e  f a l s e  s c r u p le s  she la c k e d  (b u t  w i t h o u t ,  how ever, b e in g  t h e  "wanton 

woman" she i s  sometimes c a l l e d ) .  Ho Madame Bovary e i t h e r ,  she b ro u g h t  t o  

lo v e  and m arr ia g e  an i n d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  p r o t e c t e d  h e r  e q u a l ly  from t h r i l l  and 

d is a p p o in tm e n t .1 Never was she t o  meet a  man who co u ld  "tam e" h e r ,  and she

seems t o  have en jo y ed  i t  t h a t  way. The a g g re s s iv e  r o l e  d e l i g h te d  h e r ,  and
2t h i s  e x p la in s  h e r  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  f r i e n d s h i p .  In d e e d ,  f r i e n d s h ip  was

1S a id  R ousseau: " . . .  Toutes  se s  f a u te s  l u i  v i n r e n t  de s e s  e r r e u r s ,
jam ais  de s e s  p a s s i o n s .  E l l e  e t a i t  b ie n  n e e ,  son co eu r  e t a i t  p u r ,  e l l e  
a im a i t  l e s  choses h o n n e te s ,  s e s  p en ch an ts  e t a i e n t  d r o i t s  e t  v e r tu e u x ,  son 
goftt e t a i t  d e l i c a t ,  e l l e  e t a i t  f a i t e  p o u r  une e leg an ce  de moeurs q u ' e l l e  a 
to u jo u r s  aimee e t  q u ' e l l e  n ' a  jam ais  s u i v i e ;  p a rc e  q u 'a u  l i e u  d 'e c o u t e r  son 
coeu r  qu i l a  m enait  b i e n ,  e l l e  £ c o u ta  s a  r a i s o n  qui l a  m enait  mal. Quand 
des p r i n c i p e s  fau x  l ' o n t  e g a r e e , s e s  v r a i s  s e n t im e n ts  l e s  on t t o u jo u r s  de­
m e n tis :  mais m alheureusem ent e l l e  se  p i q u a i t  de p h i l o s o p h i e ,  e t  l a  m orale
q u ' e l l e  s ' e t a i t  f a i t e  g a t a  c e l l e  que son co eu r  l u i  d i c t a i t . "  I b i d .  , p .  197.

2 " E l l e  n ' e u t  . . .  g u e re  abuse de ce faux  p r i n c i p e  [ n o - s c a n d a l ,  n o - e v i l ]  
p o u r  elle-m em e [because  o f  h e r  " f r i g i d i t y " ] ;  mais e l l e  en abusa  p o u r  a u t r u i , 
e t  c e l a  p a r  une a u t r e  maxime p re sq u e  a u s s i  f a u s s e ,  mais p lu s  d 'a c c o r d  avec
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Mama's p a s s io n .  (R ousseau  s a i d  he b e l i e v e d  she  was on ly  s e n s i t i v e  t o  one 

p l e a s u r e :  t h a t  o f  making h e r  f r i e n d s  h a p p y .)  Her need  f o r  c o n s ta n t  b u s t l e

and a c t i v i t y  seems t o  have demanded t h i s  o u t l e t .  The g e n e r o s i ty  c h a r a c t e r ­

i z i n g  h e r  r e l a t i o n s  i s  le g e n d a ry .  At t h e  same t im e ,  she depended f i n a n c i a l l y  

upon th e  g o o d w ill  o f  w ea lth y  p r o t e c t o r s .

V/hat i r k e d  Rousseau was Mme. de W arens' p ro m is c u i ty  in  f r i e n d s h i p  — 

one can im agine h i s  e x c la im in g ,  w i th  M o l ie r e 's  M is a n th r o p i s t ,  "S ur quelque  

p r e f e r e n c e  une e s t im e  s e  fonde . . .  *'" —  which a t t r a c t e d  a l l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  

p a r a s i t e s  and c h a r l a t a n s  who n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  advan tage  o f  h e r  open 

h e a r t  and pocketbook . ITot s a t i s f i e d  w i th  g iv in g  away a l l  she  h a d ,  Mme. de 

Warens was c o n t i n u a l l y  m an u fac tu r in g  g ra n d io s e  b u s in e s s  schem es, c e n te r e d  

around f r i e n d s ,  fcnd by which she e n v isa g e d  making t h e i r  f o r tu n e s .  "Ce 

n ' e t a i e n t  pas  des i n t r i g u e s  de femmes q u ' i l  l u i  f a l l a i t ,"  Rousseau e x p la in e d ;  

" c ' e t a i e n t  des e n t r e p r i s e s  a f a i r e  e t  a  d i r i g e r .  E l l e  e t a i t  nee p o u r  l e s  

g randes a f f a i r e s . "  Bom  f o r  Big B u s in e s s ,  p e r h a p s ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  o r  tem p e ram en ta l ly  eq u ip p ed  f o r  i t .  R o u sse au 's  s u g g e s t io n  

t h a t ,  g iven  a  g r e a t e r  amount o f  c a p i t a l ,  she may have become a  s u c c e s s ,  i s  

u n j u s t i f i a b l y  in d u lg e n t ;  h e r  mania e v e n tu a l ly  b ro u g h t  h e r  t o  p o v e r ty  and 

c o s t  h e r  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h e r  n e ig h b o rs  and a s s o c i a t e s .

l a  b o n te  de son c o e u r .  E l l e  a  to u jo u r s  c r u  que r i e n  n ' a t t a c h a i t  t a n t  un 
homme a une femme que l a  p o s s e s s io n ,  e t  q u o i q u 'e l l e  n 'a i m a t  s e s  amis que 
d ' a m i t i e ,  c ' e t a i t  une a m i t ie  s i  t e n d re  q u ' e l l e  em p lo y a i t  to u s  l e s  moyens 
qui d e p en d a ie n t  d ' e l l e  p o u r  se l e s  a t t a c h e r  p lu s  fo r te m e n t .  Ce q u ' i l  y  a 
d 1e x t r a o r d i n a i r e  e s t  q u ' e l l e  a p re sq u e  to u jo u r s  r l u s s i .  E l l e  e t a i t  s i  
r e e l l e m e n t  a im able  q u e ,  p lu s  l ' i n t i m i t e  dans l a q u e l l e  on v i v a i t  avec e l l e
e t a i t  g ra n d e ,  p lu s  on y t r o u v a i t  de nouveaux s u j e t s  de l ' a i m e r .  Une chose d ipne
de remarque e s t  q u 'a p r e s  s a  p rem ie re  f a i b l e s s e  e l l e  n ' a  guere  f a v o r i s e  que des 
m alheureux ; l e s  gens b r i l l a n t s  o n t  to u s  p e rd u  l e u r  p e in e  aup res  d ' e l l e :  
mais i l  f a l l a i t  q u 'u n  homme q u ' e l l e  commengait p a r  p l a i n d r e  f u t  b ie n  peu 
a im able  s i  e l l e  ne  f i n i s s a i t  p a r  l ' a i m e r .  Quand e l l e  se  f i t  des ch o ix
peu  d ignes  d ' e l l e ,  b ie n  l o i n  que ce f u t  p a r  des i n c l i n a t i o n s  b a s s e s  qui
n ' a p p ro c h e re n t  jam a is  de son n o b le  c o e u r ,  ce f u t  uniquem ent p a r  son  c a r a c -  
t e r e  t r o p  g e n e reu x ,  t r o p  hum ain, t r o p  c o m p a t i s s a n t , t r o p  s e n s i b l e ,  
q u ' e l l e  ne gouverna  pas  t o u jo u r s  avec a s s e z  de d i s c e r n e m e n t . " I b i d . ,  p .  190.



This u n d en iab ly  charm ing la d y  f r a n k ly  does n o t  seem t o  have had much 

o f  a  head . Her com puls ive  p r o d i g a l i t y  and fo o lh a rd y  b u s in e s s  v e n tu re s  

l i t e r a l l y  ru in e d  h e r  husband . Then she  d e s e r t e d  him , f l e e c i n g  him f o r  a l l  

she c o u ld  get and t r y i n g  t o  f l e e c e  him f o r  more. Reduced t o  e x p e d ie n ts  

and l a c k i n g  s c r u p le s  in  t h i s  dom ain, she to o k  one o f  t h e  few p a th s  open to  

h e r  and became a  t u r n c o a t .  She l e f t  home in  th e  dead o f  n ig h t  and c ro s se d  

th e  b o r d e r  i n t o  Savoy , ta lc in g  a lo n g  a l l  t h e  h o useho ld  b e lo n g in g s  she cou ld  

s t u f f  i n t o  h e r  c a r r i a g e  and t h e  g a r d e n e r 's  dark  and handsome nephew. Once 

s a f e l y  in  Savqv, she c o n v e r te d  t o  C a th o l ic i s m ,  in  an a d m ira b ly - s ta g e d  p ie c e  

o f  s h o w -b u s in e s s , t h e  " m ira c le  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n "  t a k i n g  p la c e  i n  p u b l i c :  

she sudden ly  d ropped  t o  h e r  knees  and commended h e r s e l f  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  

no l e s s  th a n  A nnecy 's  b i s h o p ,  who c o n v e n ie n t ly  happened t o  be on hand t o  

r e c e iv e  h e r  s o u l .  K ind ly  o ld  Mgr. de B em ex  t h e r e a f t e r  s to o d  as h e r  

f r i e n d ,  s a v i o r ,  p r o t e c t o r  and em ployer and a r ra n g ed  a  second  p o s i t i o n  f o r  

h e r  as sometime s e c r e t  a g en t  f o r  t h e  k i n g .^  She t r i e d  t o  t a l k  h e r  husband 

in t o  e m ig ra t in g  and c o n v e r t in g  a t  h e r  exam ple , b u t  th e  p o o r  man had p r i n c i p l e s  

and r e f u s e d .  F o rce d  t o  s ig n  h e r  few rem a in in g  p o s s e s s io n s  ov e r  t o  h e r  

husband t o  p re v e n t  t h e i r  b e in g  c o n f i s c a t e d  by th e  Berne government fo l lo w in g  

h e r  c o n v e r s io n ,  and h a v in g  f a i l e d  t o  p e rsu a d e  Warens t o  a cc o rd  h e r  a  pen­

s io n  in  r e t u r n ,  she  b ro k e  o f f  a l l  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h e r  h u sb an d , who d iv o rc e d  

h e r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  t a k i n g  re fu g e  in  E n g lan d .^

Oddly enough, Mama's r e l i g i o u s  c o n v ic t io n s  were s t r o n g  and s i n c e r e ,  and 

she c o n s id e re d  h e r s e l f  a  "good C a t h o l i c . "  Rousseau compares h e r  t o

4 t  i s  n o tew o rth y  t h a t  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c o n v ers io n s  such  as Mme. de Warens' 
were i n f i n i t e l y  more p r o f i t a b l e  t o  t h e  c o n v e r te e s  th a n  were th o s e  o f  com­
moners l i k e  young J e a n - J a c q u e s .

2L a t e r ,  in  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  a b s e n c e ,  she h a d ,  n o t  v e ry  e t h i c a l l y ,  t r i e d  t o  
o b ta in  re im bursem ent o f  h e r  dowry, b e lo n g in g s  and money from h e r  e x -h u sb an d 's  
l a t e  f a t h e r ' s  e s t a t e .



Mme. de C h an ta l  and th e  e l d e r l y  B em ex  t o  a  l e s s - w i t t y  S t .  F ran q o is  de 

S a le s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  she had  a  m ania f o r  m o ra l iz in g  and p h i lo s o p h iz in g ,  

on a l l  ~  even th e  l e a s t  m oral and p h i lo s o p h ic  — o c c a s io n s .

When J e a n -J a c q u e s  f i r s t  met Mama, she had been in  Savoy f o r  abou t two 

y e a r s .  She was s t i l l  young and p r e t t y  and — n o t  y e t  h a v in g  had t im e  t o  

r u in  h e r s e l f  p h y s i c a l l y ,  m o ra lly  and f i n a n c i a l l y  — e n jo y ed  an a p p a ren t  

a f f lu e n c e  and w e l l - b e in g .  Young R o u sse au 's  t o t a l  ig n o ra n c e  o f  Mane, de 

W arens ' p r e c a r io u s  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  p e r m i t t e d  th e  boy t o  e n jo y ,  w i th  

c l e a r  c o n sc ie n c e ,  " a l l  t h e  com forts  o f  home." The f u l l - t i m e  househo ld  

s t a f f  c o n s i s t e d  o f  Mama's male s e r v a n t  Claude Anet ( th e  g a r d e n e r 's  nephew ), 

a  young maid and a  cook. This  was n o t  t h e  Oouvon m ag n if icen ce  b u t  s t i l l  

approx im ated  C la r e n s ' co m fo r ta b le  abundance. Mme. de W arens ' p l e a s a n t  

house and i t s  b u c o l i c  s e t t i n g  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  J e a n - J a c q u e s '  a f f e c t i o n a t e  

s t a t e  o f  m ind, r e c a l l i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  a t  B o sse y .1 

His room lo o k ed  out o v e r  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f a t e f u l  m eeting  an d , beyond , 

over a  s t r e a m  and some g a rd e n s ,  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c o u n try .  J ea n -Jac q u e s  m e n ta l ly  

a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  s e t t i n g  t o  h i s  b e n e f a c t r e s s  and jo y o u s ly  confounded t h e i r  

b e a u t i e s  in  h i s  im a g in a t io n .

The l i f e - s t y l e  a t  Mama's was p r e c i s e l y  what Rousseau would have chosen 

f o r  h im s e l f .  I t s  l e a s t  p l e a s a n t  a sp e c t  was h av in g  t o  spend  hours a t  t h e  

t a b l e ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  Mme. de Warens t o  f i n i s h  h e r  meal. The p re sen c e  o f

■̂ ■"Cet a s p e c t  n ' e t a i t  pas  pou r l e  jeu n e  h a b i t a n t  une chose in d i f f e r e n ta .  
C ' e t a i t  depu is  Bossey l a  p re m ie re  f o i s  que j ' a v a i s  du v e r t  devant mes 
f e n e t r e s ,  T oujours  masque p a r  des murs j e  n ' a v a i s  eu sous l e s  yeux  que des 
t o i t s  ou l e  g r i s  des r u e s .  Combien c e t t e  nouveaut£  me f u t  s e n s ib l e  e t  douce 
E l l e  augment a  beaucoup mes d i s p o s i t i o n s  a  1* a t t e n d r i s s e m e n t .  . . .  Mon coeu r  
j u s a u ' a l o r s  comprime se  t r o u v a i t  p lu s  au l a r g e  dans c e t  e s p a c e ,  e t  mes s o u -  
p i r s  s ' e x h a l a i t  p lu s  l ib r e m e n t  parmi ces v e r g e r s . "  I b i d . ,  p. 105.



f r i e n d s h i p ,  w ith  i t s  accompanying p h y s i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

made Annecy s u p e r io r  t o  Geneva, w h i le  t h e  s e x u a l  e lem ent ~  i f  u n ex p re ssed  

a t  l e a s t  u n r e j e c t e d  and very  a c t i v e  on an im a g in a t iv e  l e v e l  ~  made i t  

s u p e r io r  t o  Bossey. For once t h e  hoy e n jo y e d  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  harmony h i s  

h e a r t  demanded and a t  l a s t  found h im s e l f  t o t a l l y  a c c e p te d ,  a  member o f  a 

c l o s e - k n i t ,  happy, l i v e l y  and d e m o n s t ra t iv e  fa m ily  such  as he had  im agined 

in  h i s  C as tle -d ream .

Days were f i l l e d  w ith  busy o c c u p a t io n s , n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  u n l ik e  J e a n -  

J a c q u e s ’ games w ith  Cousin Abraham, e x c e p t  t h a t  now a n o th e r  p la y e d  th e  r o le  

o f  gam e-leade r .  Pousseau says  t h a t  he was k e p t  busy  and amused doing  th e  

th in g s  t h a t  he l i k e d  th e  l e a s t .  Hama had i n h e r i t e d  from t h e  men i n  h e r  

fam ily  a p a s s io n  f o r  pharmacy —  s y r u p s ,  i n f u s i o n s ,  e l i x i r s  and c u r e - a l l s  — 

d re a d fu l  co n co c tio n s  she m an u fac tu red  in  t h e  k i t c h e n .  J e a n -Jac q u e s  was 

employed e d i t i n g  h e r  p r o j e c t s  and memos, copy ing  r e c i p e s ,  s o r t i n g  

h e r b s , g r in d in g  seed s  and t e n d in g  k e t t l e s  o f  b o i l i n g  goo. He found t h e  

whole th in g  as d e l i g h t f u l  as i t  was r i d i c u l o u s .  "Tout c e l a , "  he a d m its ,  

"sans  me p l a i r e  en s o i , m 'am u sa it  p o u r t a n t , p a rc e  q u i i l  f a i s a . i t  p a r t i e  

d ’une m aniere  d ’e t r e  qui m ' e t a i t  c h a rm a n te ." ^  Rousseau d e s c r ib e s  merry 

scenes t h a t  k ep t  them in  c o n t in u a l  l a u g h t e r .  He m a in ta in e d  t h a t  he co u ld  

re c o g n ize  a  book on m edicine by i t s  o d o r  (a d d in g  t h a t ,  more o f te n  th a n  n o t ,  

h i s  guess was c o r r e c t ) .  Mama l i k e d  him  t o  t a s t e  h e r  g h a s t l y  d rugs . He 

would f i g h t ,  scream , f l e e  and g r im a c e ,  b u t  always ended up l i c k i n g  t h e  

s t i c k y  sy rup  o f f  h e r  p r e t t y  w h i te  f i n g e r s .  When th e  h o u seh o ld  members 

were g a th e re d  t o g e t h e r  in  th e  k i t c h e n ,  he s a i d ,  th e  ru n n in g  and s h o u t in g  

and s h r ie k s  o f  l a u g h te r  were more l i k e  a  s l a p s t i c k  comedy th a n  a  grave

-*-Ibid, , p. 110,
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p h a rm a c e u t ic a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

Mama was th e  on ly  p e rso n  w i th  whom Je a n -J a c q u e s  n ev e r  f e l t  t h e  dryness 

o f  c o n v e r s a t io n  which made s o c i e t y  so u n p le a s a n t  f o r  him. He b a b b led  as 

f r e e l y  t o  h e r  as he had  t o  Aunt S u zan n e .1 She had  w o r ld ly  e x p e r ie n c e  and 

a r e f l e c t i v e  mind which p u t  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  t o  p r a c t i c a l  u se .  Th is  was h e r  

f a v o r i t e  s u b je c t  o f  c o n v e r s a t io n  and p r e c i s e l y  t h e  s o r t  o f  u s e f u l  m oral 

i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  J e a n - J a c q u e s ,  w i th  h i s  head  i n  t h e  c lo u d s ,  n eed ed , o r  so 

he f e l t .  The boy c o n t in u e d  r e a d in g ,  t h i s  t im e  w i th o u t  p a s s io n  and merely 

th ro u g h  i d l e n e s s .  He sometimes d is c u s s e d  h i s  books w i th  Mama, who had a 

s m a t t e r in g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and d is c u s s e d  i t  i n t e l l i g e n t l y ,  a l th o u g h  sometimes 

c a r r y in g  h e r s e l f  away in  h e r  p a s s io n  f o r  m o ra l iz in g .  She knew enough 

music to  g iv e  J e a n -J a c q u e s  a  few l e s s o n s ,  and h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  a r t  

r a p i d l y  expanded i n t o  e n th u s ia sm . She o f te n  l a p s e d  i n t o  daydreams o f  

f u tu r e  b u s in e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  w ould l e t  h e r  dream and , in  h e r  

p r e s e n c e ,  was t h e  h a p p ie s t  o f  ’’c h i l d r e n . "  He lo v ed  t o  be a lo n e  w i th  h e r  

and would become f u r io u s  whenever i n t e r r u p t e d .  As soon as some v i s i t o r  

a r r i v e d ,  as was o f t e n  t h e  c a s e ,  he would le a v e  t h e  room, u n ab le  t o  sh a re  

h i s  Mama w i th  an o u t s i d e r ,  s u lk in g  in  th e  n e x t  room u n t i l  she was f r e e  

a g a in .  Crowds o f  v i s i t o r s  o f  a l l  s o r t s  c o n t in u a l ly  in t r u d e d  on J e a n -  

J a c q t ie s '  p r i v a t e  w o rld :  p a s s e r s - b y ,  b e g g e r s , p r i e s t s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  a p o th i -

c a r i e s , l a d i e s  o f  q u a l i t y . . .  Mama’s Job f o r  Church and S t a t e  made h e r  

house a s t o p - o f f  p o i n t  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r s ,  b u t ,  beyond t h i s ,  he r  

p e r s o n a l i t y  a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  c o n s ta n t  b u s t l e  and a c t i v i t y .  The boy was 

in s a n e  w i th  j e a l o u s y ,  b u t  Mama knew how t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  him (he would n o t

l"Nos t § t e - a - t § t e s  e t a i e n t  moins des e n t r e t i e n s  qu 'un  b a b i l  i n t a r i s s a b l e  
qu i p o u r  f i n i r  a v a i t  b e s o in  d ’e t r e  in te r ro m p u . Loin de me f a i r e  une l o i  
de p a r l e r  i l  f a l l a i t  p l u t o t  m 'en f a i r e  une de me t a i r e . "  I b i d . , p . 107.
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always be t h i s  f o r t u n a t e ) :  While he p o u te d ,  s i l e n t l y  dondemning a l l

th o s e  " i n t r u d e r s "  t o  th e  D e v i l ,  Hama met h i s  fu ry  w ith  p u r e ,  g o o d -n a tu re d  

g a i e t y ,  and th e y  were soon b o th  la u g h in g  u n t i l  they  c r i e d .  " L i t t l e  i n t e r ­

v a l s  when I  had  t h e  p le a s u r e  o f  g rum bling ,"  Rousseau c a l l e d  them. I f  an 

" i n t r u d e r "  e n te r e d  in  t h e  m id s t  o f  such a  q u a r r e l ,  Hama would g r e e t  him 

warmly and m a l i c io u s ly  p ro lo n g  h i s  v i s i t ,  a l l  t h e  w h ile  d i r e c t i n g  amused 

g la n ce s  over t o  J e a n - J a c q u e s ,  whose "eyes  o f  a  man p o sse sse d "  s e n t  daggers  

in  h e r  d i r e c t i o n  w h ile  fo rc e d  by p o l i t e n e s s  t o  r e s t r a i n  h im s e l f .  His ab­

s o lu t e  c o n f id e n ce  in  Hama and h e r  u n iv e rse  l e d  him, n o n e t h e l e s s ,  t o  adm it:

" . . .  Au fond de mon c o e u r ,  e t  m§me en d e p i t  de moi, j e  t r o u v a i s  t o u t  c e l a  

t r e s  conique.

The c e r t i t u d e  t h a t  t h i s  g l o r i f i e d  p r e - s c h o o l e r  e x i s t e n c e  would even­

t u a l l y  have t o  end b o th  t r o u b l e d  and h e ig h te n e d  i t s  p l e a s u r e .  When Mama 

was p r e s e n t ,  J e a n -J a c q u e s  was n o t  t h r i l l e d  b u t  s a t i s f i e d ,  b u t  when she 

was a b se n t  he s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e ly .  "Le b e s o in  de v iv re  avec e l l e  me don- 

n a i t  des e la n s  d 'a t t e n d r i s s e n e n t  qui souven t a l l a i e n t  j u s q u ’aux l a rm e s ." ' - 

He f e l t  t h e  a rd e n t  d e s i r e  t o  spend h i s  l i f e  w ith  h e r ,  b u t  knew t h i s  was 

im p o s s i b l e , f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  and t h a t  h i s  hap p in ess  would be s h o r t - l i v e d .  

"C e la  d o n n a i t  a ma r e v e r i e  une t r i s t e s s e  q u i n ' a v a i t  p o u r t a n t  r i e n  de 

sombre e t  qu 'un  e s p o i r  f l a t t e u r  t e m p e r a i t . " ^  He in v e n te d  an im ag inary  

sw eet and e t e r n a l  f e l i c i t y  w i th  Hama:

Le son des c lo c h e s  qui m 'a  t o u jo u r s  s in g u l ie re m e n t  a f f e c t e ,  l e  chan t 
des o i s e a u x ,  l a  b e a u te  du J o u r ,  l a  douceur du p a y sa g e ,  l e s  maisons 
e p a r se s  e t  charrroStres dans l e s q u e l l e s  j e  p la g a i s  en id e e  n o t r e  com­

^•Ibid . , p .  110.

2I b i d . , p .  107.

•^Ibid. , p .  107.
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mune demeure; t o u t  c e l a  me f r e p p a i t  t e l l e m e n t  d 'u n e  im p ress io n  v iv e ,  
t e n d r e ,  t r i s t e  e t  t o u c h a n t e , que j e  me v i s  comme en e x ta s e  t r a n s p o r t ^  
dans c e t  heureux temps e t  dans c e t  h eu reu x  s e j o u r ,  oii mon coeu r  p o s se -  
dant t o u t e  l a  f e l i c i t y  q u i  p o u v a i t  l u i  p l a i r e  l a  g o& ta it  dans des 
ra v is se m e n ts  in e x p r im a b le s , sans so n g e r  meme a  l a  v o lu p te  des s e n s .
Je  ne me so u v ien s  pas  de m 'e t r e  e la n c S  jam a is  dans l ' a v e n i r  avec 
p lu s  de fo rc e  e t  d ' i l l u s i o n  que j e  f i s  a l o r s ; . . .  Les jo u r s  e t  l e s  
ans e t  l a  v ie  e n t i e r e  s ' y  p a s s a i e n t  dans une i n a l t e r a b l e  t r a n q u i l l i t e  
. . .  ^

While Jea n -Jac q u e s  was e q u a t in g  f r i e n d s h i p  w i th  s p i r i t u a l  v o lu p tu o u s ­

n e s s ,  i n a l t e r a b l e  t r a n q u i l l i t y  and a t o t a l ,  u n r iv a l e d  dom ination o f  th e  

f r i e n d ,  d e f i n i t i o n  which w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  in  due t i m e ,  Hama was a p p ly in g  

h e r  own co ncep tion  o f  th e  te rm : b u i l d i n g  fab u lo u s  im ag inary  p r o j e c t s

around  h e r  new young p r o te g e .  F o r tu n a t e ly  t h e  ve ry  g ran d eu r o f  h e r  id e a s  

p re v e n te d  h e r  p u t t i n g  them i n t o  e x e c u t io n  and th in g s  c o n t in u e d  r a t h e r  

r o u t i n e l y  u n t i l  P au l d 'Aubonne a r r i v e d  and s p o i l e d  e v e r y th in g .

Whether o r  n o t  he d e se rv e d  th e  h o n o r ,  P a u l-B e rn a rd  Regard d'Aubonne 

p roved  a s u r p r i s i n g l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  i n  R o u sseau 's  l i f e .  J e a n -  

Jacques  seems t o  have become somewhat " i n f a t u a t e d "  w i th  h im , as he had  w ith  

Belcle. Bourgeois  o f  Nyon w i th  p r e t e n t i o n s  t o  n o b i l i t y ,  form er o f f i c e r  and 

r e l a t i v e  o f  Mama's form er t u t o r - l o v e r  — th u s  a  " c o u s in "  o f  s o r t s  —  he 

i s  d e s c r ib e d  as "un homme de beaucoup d ' e s p r i t ,  i n t r i g a n t ,  gen ie  a  p r o j e t s
Q

comme e l l e ,  . . .  une e sp ece  d ' a v e n t u r i e r .  His w h ee lin g  and d e a l i n g  was n o t  

always o f  th e  h ig h e s t  e t h i c a l  c a l i b r e .  Leigh r e v e a l s  t h a t  he t r i e d  to  t a l k  

t h e  k in g  o f  Savoy i n t o  annexing  h i s  ( d 'A u b o n n e 's )  own n a t i v e  Vaud c o u n t ry !^  

He was c u r r e n t l y  t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  a l o t t e r y  p la n  t o  t h e  Savoy government

1I b i d . , pp. 107- 8 .

2I b i d . , p . 112,

3c. C. I ,  Appendix A-31 , Notes e x p l i c a t i v e s , p .  308.
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( J e a n -J a c q u e s  would l a t e r  t r y  a  s i m i l a r  money-making schem e), and soon 

had t o  le a v e  town t o  escape  an i r a t e  husband w i th  whose w ife  he had been 

d a l l y i n g .  B efo re  l e a v i n g ,  d ’Aubonne avenged h im s e l f  by w r i t i n g  a s a t i r i c a l  

comedy. This s e t  J e a n -J a c q u e s  t o  work on h i s  own comedy, N a r c i s s u s . (He 

soon a f te r w a r d  w ro te  a  s a t i r e  as w e l l  t o  avenge h im s e l f  o f  an i n s u l t . )

From d 'A ubonne 's  tim e o n ,  i t  can be s a i d  t h a t  J ea n -Jac q u e s  had ceased  b e in g  

a m ere ly  p a s s iv e  r e a d e r  and was r e g u l a r l y  a c t i v e  in  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g .

Mama s e n t  J e a n -J a c q u e s  t o  see  d ’Aubonne two o r  t h r e e  t im e s .  The man’s 

r e l a x e d  a t t i t u d e  and in f o r m a l ,  u n p r e te n t io u s  c h a t t e r  i n s p i r e d  such con­

f id e n c e  in  J e a n -J a c q u e s  t h a t  t h e  boy b a b b le d  f r e e l y  t o  him. In  r e a l i t y ,  

d ’Aubonne was o b s e rv in g  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  t o  d e te rm in e  t h e  b o y ’s s t r o n g  p o in t s .

His c o n c lu s io n  c o in c id e d  w i th  t h a t  b f  t h e  l a d ’s f i r s t  m a s te r :  Jean -Jacq u es

was aga in  ju d g ed  u n i n t e l l i g e n t /  On th e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  h u m i l i a t i n g  and 

u n f o r g e t t a b l e  p ronouncem en t, J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was s e n t  t o  s tu d y  f o r  th e  p r i e s t ­

hood a t  a  L a z a r i s t  sem inary  in  Annecy. (S a id  R ousseau , " J ' a l l a i  a.u s em in a ire  

comme j ' a u r a i s  e t e  au s u p p l i c e . " ^ )  Two months l a t e r ,  he was d ism issed  

as i n e p t .  J e a n -J a c q u e s  had b ro u g h t  a  music book t o  t h e  seminar;/ w i th  him, 

and t h i s  was th e  only  s u b j e c t  in  which he had  made any p r o g r e s s .  The con­

s t r a i n t  o f  d i s c i p l i n e ,  f e a r  o f  n o t  l e a r n i n g  and t e r r o r  o f  d i s p l e a s in g  th e  

t e a c h e r ,  n o t  t o  m ention h i s  l a c k  o f  " c a l l i n g , "  seem t o  have given him an 

in su rm o u n ta b le  m en ta l  b lo c k .  His weekly day o f f  was sp e n t  a t  Mama's. I t  

i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see  t h e  image o f  h e r  happy home in  J e a n - J a c q u e s '  mind 

as he p ro v e d  a  p o o r  s t u d e n t .  Yet t h e  boy d id  t r y ,  i f  on ly  t o  p le a s e  h i s  

t e a c h e r .  At f i r s t  a s s ig n e d  t o  a  man he d i s l i k e d ,  he grew s a d ,  s to p p ed  

e a t i n g  and l o s t  w e ig h t .  The s e m in a ry 's  s u p e r i o r ,  a c lo se  f r i e n d  o f  Mama's,

^Confessions. O.C. I ,  p . 117.
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t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  boy t o  t h e  c a re  o f  a  young Abb£ s tu d y in g  t h e r e  ~

" th e  g e n t l e s t  o f  men."'1' This  young man, J e a n - B a p t i s t e  G & tie r ,  e n ch an ted  

J e a n -J a c q u e s  whose h e a r t  co u ld  no t r e s i s t  g e n t le n e s s  any more th a n  i t  co u ld  

b e a r  co ld n ess  o r  c r u e l t y .  ( L a t e r ,  h U t ie r  and Paime became models f o r  

th e  Savoy V i c a r . )

Mama was n o t  d isco u rag e d  when J e a n -Jac q u e s  was s e n t  home from th e  

seminar;/’. At th e  b o y 's  w is h e s ,  she s e n t  him t o  t h e  Annecy C a th e d ra l  t o  

s tu d y  music under a n o th e r  " fa m ily "  f r i e n d ,  Jacq u es  L e M a l t re , who gave 

w eekly  c o n c e r t s  a t  Mama's. Jea n -Jac q u e s  s p e n t  th e  f a l l  and w i n t e r  o f  h i s  

s e v e n te e n th  y e a r  a t  music s c h o o l  and would have c o n t in u e d ,  had  circum ­

s ta n c e s  n o t  d ecreed  o th e rw is e .  He had  asked  t o  s tu d y  t h e r e ,  and he was 

happy. There were f i v e  o th e r  boy s t u d e n t s ,  ra n g in g  i n  age from n in e  t o  

s e v e n te e n ,  b u t  who do n o t  seem t o  have i n t e r e s t e d  J e a n - J a c q u e s .  Nor d id  

he l e a r n  much m u sic ,  h i s  sen t im en ts  f o r  Mama k e ep in g  him a b se n t-m in d ed ,  

daydreamy and s ig h in g .  In  t r u t h ,  i t  was th e  symbolism o f  honor and 

h e ro ism  — th e  handsome c a t h e d r a l ,  t h e  n o b le  r e l i g i o u s  g a r b ,  t h e  p r i d e  o f  

p l a y in g  f l u t e  in  t h e  o r c h e s t r a  — and t h e  sensuous  p l e a s u r e s  — th e  good 

good, t h e  music — t h a t  c a p t i v a t e d  t h e  l a d :  a  f r e e  and u n d i s c i p l i n e d ,

•^•Rousseau d e s c r ib e s  him th u s :  " J e  n ' a i  jam a is  vu de physionom ie  p lu s
to u c h a n te  que c e l l e  de M, 0 § . t ie r .  I I  e t a i t  b lo n d  e t  s a  b a rb e  t i r a i t  s u r  
l e  roux . I I  a v a i t  l e  m a in t ie n  o r d in a i r e  aux gens de s a  p r o v i n c e ,  qui 
sous une f i g u r e  e p a i s s e  cach en t  to u s  beaucoup d ' e s p r i t ;  mais ce qu i se 
m a rq u a i t  v ra im en t en l u i  e t a i t  une ame s e n s i b l e ,  a f f e c t u e u s e ,  a im a n te : i l
y a v a i t  dans se s  grands yeux b le u s  un melange de d o u c eu r ,  de t e n d r e s s e  e t  
de t r i s t e s s e ,  qu i f a i s a i t  q u 'o n  ne p o u v a i t  l e  v o i r  san s  s ' i n t e r e s s e r  a  
l u i .  . . .  Son c a r a c t e r e  ne dem en ta it  p o i n t  s a  physionom ie . P l e i n  de 
p a t i e n c e  e t  de com pla isance  i l  s e m b la i t  p l u t S t  e t u d i e r  avec moi que 
m ' i n s t r u i r e . " I b i d . , pp. 118-9 . The l a s t i n g  im p res s io n  on Rousseau o f  
t h i s  p a s s in g  a c q u a in ta n ce  i s  l a r g e ly  b a se d  on a  l a t e r  m is f o r tu n e  — o r  so  
Rousseau  e r ro n e o u s ly  b e l i e v e d  — b e f a l l i n g  t h e  young a b b e ,  and w i th  which 
Rousseau c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d :  he th o u g h t  t h e  man had  been d is m is se d  f o r
h a v in g  f a l l e n  in  love  and , u nab le  t o  keep h i s  c e l ib a c y  vow, had made th e  
g i r l  p r e g n a n t .
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" s in n in g  end gay" l i f e - s t y l e ,  b u t  even and r e g u l a t e d .  Much n e a r e r  t o  

Mama's h o u se ,  he was o f t e n  a b le  t o  sup w i th  h e r .  S a id  R ousseau , "Cet 

i n t e r v a l l e  e s t  un de ceux oil j ' a i  vecu  dans l e  p lu s  g rand  ca lm e , e t  que 

j e  me s u i s  r a p p e ie s  avec l e  p lu s  de p l a i s i r . " ^

I t  was a t  m usic s c h o o l  t h a t  R ousseau  met h i s  n e x t  " i n f a t u a t i o n "  — a 

w o n d e rfu l ly  P a n u rg e - l ik e  c h a r a c t e r  b e a r i n g  th e  s p le n d i f e r o u s  name o f  

Venture  de V i l le n e u v e .  One c o ld  Februa:ty n i g h t ,  V enture  knocked on th e  

door o f  th e  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l  and announced h im s e l f  as a  P a r i s i a n  m usic ian  

i n  low f in a n c e s .  (His a c c e n t ,  how ever, was t h a t  o f  s o u th e rn  F r a n c e ,  and 

h i s  f a t h e r  seems t o  have l i v e d  in  th e  Swiss Vaud c o u n t r y ,  so i t  i s  thought 

t h a t  he was a c t u a l l y  from a fam ily  o f  F r e n c h - P r o t e s t e n t  r e fu g e e s  in  

S w i t z e r l a n d . )

R ousseau 's  m a s t e r f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h i s  c h i ld h o o d  h e ro  b e a r s  r e p e t i t i o n :

I I  e t a i t  c o u r t  de s t a t u r e ,  mais l a r g e  de q u a r r u r e ;  i l  a v a i t  j e  ne s a i s  
quoi de c o n t r e f a i t  dans s a  t a i l l e  sans  aucune d i f f o r n i t e  p a r t i c u l i e r e ; 
c ’e t a i t  pou r a i n s i  d i r e  un b o s su  a  e p a u le s  p l a t e s ,  mais j e  c r o i s  q u ' i l  
b o i t a i t  un p e u .  I I  a v a i t  un h a b i t  n o i r  p l u t 3 t  us£  que v ie u x ,  e t  qui 
to m b a it  p a r  p i e c e s ,  m e  chemise t r e s  f i n e  e t  t r e s  s a l e ,  de b e l l e s  
m anchettes  d ' e f f i l e ,  des g u e t r e s  dans chacune d e s q u e l le s  i l  a u r a i t  
mis deux jam b es ,  e t  p o u r  s e  g a r a n t i r  de l a  n e ig e  un p e t i t  chapeau a 
p o r t e r  sous l e  b r a s .  Dans ce comique e q u ip a g e }i l  y a v a i t  p o u r ta n t  
aue lq u e  chose  de n o b le  que son m a in t ie n  ne d em en ta i t  p a s ;  s a  p h y s io ­
nomie a v a i t  de l a  f i n e s s e  e t  de l ' a g r £ r a e n t ,  i l  p a r l a i t  f a c i le m e n t  e t  
b i e n ,  mais t r e s  peu m odestem ent. Tout m arq u a i t  en l u i  un je u n e  
debauche qui a v a i t  eu  de 1 ' e d u c a t io n  e t  q u i  n ' a l l a i t  pas gu eu san t 
comme un gueux , mais comme ion fo u .2

Of course  p o le s  a p a r t  from J e a n - J a c q u e s ,  V en tu re  had  c u l t u r e ,  w o rld ly  

ex p e r ien c e  and above a l l  an i n v u ln e r a b l e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  "B ad in ,  f o l a t r e ,  

i n e p u i s a b l e ,  s e d u i s a n t  dans l a  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  s o u r i a n t  t o u jo u r s  e t  ne  r i a n t

1I b id . , p. 122.

^Ibid. , pp. 123-^.
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j a m a i s ,  i l  d i s a i t  du to n l- le  p lu s  S le g a n t  l e s  choses l e s  p lu s  g r o s s i e r e s  

e t  l e s  f a i s a i t  p a s s e r . " '1' V e n tu re 's  c o n v e r s a t io n  t h a t  n ig h t  a t  supper 

r e v e a l e d  him t o  he an im p re s s iv e  nam e-dropper and w i t ,  bu t h i s  flam boyant 

b rav ad o  a t  f i r s t  l e f t  room f o r  doubt: asked  t o  s in g  a t  th e  c a th e d r a l

s e r v i c e  t h e  fo l lo w in g  day , V enture  h a rd ly  g lan ced  fct th e  m usic . J e a n -  

Jacq u es  th o u g h t  he u nab le  t o  re a d  m usic . His fe a rs  were g ro u n d le s s :  t h e

n e x t  day t h e  a d v e n tu re r  sang  l i k e  an a n g e l .  V enture b o a s te d  about muah 

t h a t  was beyond him , s a i d  Rousseau a f t e r  he had  become a cq u a in te d  w ith  

h im , b u t  k ep t  s i l e n t  about much t h a t  he d id  know. " . . .  Je  ne  c ro i s  p a s  

q u ' i l  f u t  f a i t  pou r a v o i r  des bonnes f o r t u n e s , "  Rousseau added, "mais i l  

e t a i t  f a i t  p o u r  m e t t r e  un agrement i n f i n i  dans l a  s o c i e t e  des gens q u i  en 

a v a i e n t . "  F i n a l l y  — and t o  d i s s i p a t e  any p o s s ib l e  s u sp ic io n  o f  resem ­

b la n c e  t o  J ea n -Jac q u e s  — V enture  s l e p t  on ly  w ith  p r o s t i t u t e s .

I t  was V enture  de V il le n e u v e  who p l a n t e d  th e  s e e d  o f  P a r i s  in  J e a n -  

J a c q u e s '  im a g in a t io n .  His c ru sh  on V e n tu re ,  d e se rv e d ly  s t r o n g e r  and more 

d u ra b le  th a n  t h a t  f o r  B a d e ,  d id  n o t  r e p la c e  h i s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  "Mama" in  

any way. I n s t e a d ,  i t  showed t h e  b o y 's  need f o r  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  d i v e r t i n g  

m ale companionship t o  supplem ent th e  g r a t i f y i n g  female f r i e n d s h ip  o f  h i s  

d ream s. J e a n - J a c q u e s 1 f i r s t  th o u g h t  was t o  j o i n  h i s  two f r i e n d s  i n t o  one 

happy u n i t .  He in t r o d u c e d  V enture  to  Mama, b u t  th e  chem istry  was l a c k in g  

betw een them: V enture  found Mme. de Warens p r e c ie u s e  and she  to o k  V enture

f o r  a l i b e r t i n e ,  w arn ing  Jea n -Jac q u e s  o f  t h e  dangers o f  such a  f r i e n d .

1Ibid. , p. 125.

2I b id . , p. 125.



J u s t  b e f o r e  E a s t e r ,  J e a n - J a c q u e s ’ w orld  c o l l a p s e d  around  him —  

f o r  n e i t h e r  th e  f i r s t  n o r  t h e  l a s t  tim e — when LeM altre q u a r r e l e d  w i th  

t h e  church  c h o r i s t e r  and dec ided  t o  d e p a r t ,  l e a v i n g  th e  c a t h e d r a l  w i th o u t  

music on th e  most inqsortan t h o l id a y  o f  th e  y e a r .  Mama gave h e r  m u s ic ian  

f r i e n d  money and o rd e re d  J ean -Jacq u es  t o  accompany him a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  as 

Lyons and t o  remain w i th  him as lo n g  as h i s  s e r v i c e s  were r e q u i r e d .

F o r  o nce , J ean -Jacq u es  h i t  t h e  ro ad  w i th  g r e a t  r e l u c t a n c e .^  I f  th e  

f i r s t  s e v e r a l  days were d i v e r t i n g ,  LeMaltre began hav ing  e p i l e p t i c - l i k e  

f i t s  (perhaps  th e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  a lco h o l ism ) t h a t  f r i g h t e n e d  and r e p u l s e d  

J e a n -J a c q u e s .  The boy began lo o k in g  f o r  an e sc a p e .  In L y o n s , LeM altre  

had an a t t a c k  in  t h e  s t r e e t .  As t h e  to w n s fo lk  c a r r i e d  t h e  h e l p l e s s  man 

t o  h i s  h o t e l ,  J e a n -Jac q u e s  saw Ills chance and f l e d .  A r r i v in g  in  Annecy, 

he found t h a t  Mama had l e f t  f o r  P a r i s  w ith  d ’Aubonne and C laude Anet — 

no one knew f o r  how lo n g . He was n o t  t o  see  h e r  f o r  a n o th e r  e ig h te e n  

m onths ,

" J ' a r r i v e  e t  j e  ne l a  t ro u v e  p l u s .  Qu'on ju g e  de ma s u r p r i s e  e t  de 

ma d o u le u r . '"^  — R ousseau 's  u n d e rs ta tem en t s u g g e s ts  th e  t r a u m a t i c  e f f e c t s  

o f  h i s  d is c o v e ry .  For t h e  second tim e th e  nervous boy h a d  b u i l t  h i s  

w orld  around a p e rso n  who had seem ingly  a b d ic a te d ,  l e a v in g  him w i th o u t  

a n j ' th in g  t o  which t o  r e l a t e .  Why had  Mama r e j e c t e d  him? S e e k in g  a  l o g i c a l  

e x p la n a t io n  f o r  t h i s  enigma, Rousseau e v e n tu a l ly  came up w i th  two t e n t a ­

t i v e  answ ers: h e r  g e n e r o s i ty  t o  a  f r i e n d  in  need  (L eM altre )  and h e r  d e s i r e

■'■"La t e n d r e s s e  e t  mon a tta ch em en t pour [Mme, de Warens] a v a i t  d e ra c in e  
de mon coeur to u s  l e s  p r o j e t s  i m a g in a i r e s , t o u t e s  le s  f o l i e s  de 1 ' am b it io n .  
Je  ne voyais  p lu s  d 'a u t r e  bonheur que c e lu i  de v iv r e  a u p re s  d ' e l l e ,  e t  j e  
ne f a i s a i s  pas un pas sans s e n t i r  que j e  m 'e lo ig n a i s  de ce  b o n h e u r ."
I b i d . , p . 130.
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t o  p re s e rv e  Jea n -Jac q u e s  from V e n tu r e 's  c o r r u p t in g  i n f l u e n c e .  Some 

a t t r i b u t e  Mama's s e c re c y  t o  th e  shady a s p e c ts  o f  h e r  t r i p :  a  m y s te r io u s

i n t r i g u e ,  pe rhaps  h av in g  t o  do w i th  h e r  s e c r e t - a g e n t  p o s i t i o n  and d 'A ubonne 's  

h a b i t u a l  scheming. Two th in g s  a re  im p o r ta n t  h e r e :  f i r s t  t h e  sh a l lo w n ess

o f  Mme. de W arens' o th e rw ise  ad m irab le  c a p a c i ty  f o r  a f f e c t i o n ,  h e r  b u t t e r f l y  

h e a r t ,  and , seco n d , how l i t t l e  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  a c t u a l l y  knew o f  t h e  woman 

around whom he had r e c o n s t r u c t e d  h i s  l i f e  on t h e  s o le  c o n t r a c t u a l  b a s i s  o f  

th e  "sympathy o f  s o u ls "  he had  sen se d  a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  m ee t in g  and h i s  

d e s p e ra te  need  f o r  a g r a t i f y i n g ,  s u s t a i n i n g  f r i e n d .  As Rousseau c o n fe ssed :  

" Je  n ' a i  jam ais  b ie n  su  l e  s e c r e t  de ce voyage. E l l e  me l ' a u r a i t  d i t ,  

j ' e n  s u i s  s t i r ,  s i  j e  l ' e n  a v a i s  p r e s s e e ;  mais- .jamais homme ne f u t  moins 

c u r ie u x  que moi du s e c r e t  de ses  am is . Mon c o eu r  uniquem ent occupe du 

p r e s e n t  en r e m p l i t  t o u t e  s a  c a p a c i t e ,  t o u t  son e s p a c e j  e t , h o rs  l e s  p l a i s i r s  

p a sse s  qu i fo n t  desorm ais  mes un iques  j o u i s s a n c e s ,  i l  n 'y  r e s t e  pas un coin  

v ide  po u r  ce qu i n ' e s t  p l u s . " ^  This  i s  tan tam oun t t o  an adm iss ion  t h a t  

Rousseau was on ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  h i s  f r i e n d s  i n s o f a r  as t h e i r  f r i e n d s h ip  

was co n ce rn ed , t h a t  i s ,  i n s o f a r  as th e y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i m s e l f ,  ag a in  b r in g i n g  

o u t  h i s  b a s i c  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  th e  o t h e r ' s  i n t e r e s t .  We must s t r e s s  t h i s  

dangerous ten d an cy :  i f  "know t h y s e l f "  i s  t h e  f i r s t  law o f  th e  o r a c l e ,  th e n

"know th y  n e ig h b o r"  must be  t h e  se c o n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  one i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  

u n p reced en ted  g r e a t n e s s ,  l e s t  one b u i l d  h i s  c a s t l e s  on q u ic k sa n d .

Only upon undergo ing  t h i s  "punishm ent"  d id  J e a n -J a c q u e s  f e e l  g u i l t y  

f o r  h av ing  d e s e r t e d  LeM altre . (T h is  would n o t  be  t h e  l a s t  t im e  g u i l t  would 

be  im pressed  upon him in  t h i s  d e lay ed  f a s h io n .  ) Suddenly he found h im s e l f

-*Tbid. , pp. 130-1. ( i t a l i c s  mine. )
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a lo n e . He c o u ld  n o t tu r n  to  B em ex , f e a r in g  a rep rim and  f o r  d e s e r t in g  

th e  c a th e d r a l .  The k in d ly  s u p e r io r  and th e  Abbei O a t ie r  had b o th  l e f t  

th e  L a z a r is t  sem in ary . Mama's young maid and s e v e r a l  o f  h e r  g i r l f r i e n d s  

w ere a v a i la b le  and g iv in g  him th e  e y e , b u t R o u sseau 's  h e a r t  was v u ln e ra b le  

on ly  t o  l a d ie s  o f  q u a l i t y . '1' The l a t t e r ,  he had on ly  t o  s e e ,  and , i f  th ey  

w ere a t t r a c t i v e ,  m odest and g e n t l e ,  h is  h e a r t  and im a g in a tio n  w ere in ­

v a r ia b ly  c a p t iv a te d ,  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  th e  n e x t d i s t r a c t i o n  came a lo n g . Thus 

Je a n -Ja c q u e s  had become in f a tu a te d  w ith  Mme, B a s i le  and M ile , de B r e i l
O

w ith o u t i t s  a f f e c t i n g  h is  f e e l in g s  f o r  Mama and th u s  he now sp en t a  d e l ig h t f u l

The " C it iz e n "  somewhat s h e e p is h ly  c o n fe sse s  h is  h e a r t - p r e f e r e n c e :
" . . .  Des c o u tu r i e r e s ,  des f i l l e s  de cham bre, de p e t i t e s  m archandes ne 
me t e n t a i e n t  g u e re . I I  me f a l l a i t  des d e m o is e lle s .  Chacun a ses  f a n t a i s i e s ; 
g ' a  to u jo u r s  e t e  l a  m ienne , e t  Je ne pense  pas comme Horace s u r  ce p o in t -  
l a .  Ce n 'e s t  p o u r ta n t  pas du to u t  l a  v a n i te  de l ' e t a t  e t  du ran g  qu i 
i n 'a t t i r e ;  c 'e s t  un t e i n t  m ieux c o n se rv e , de p lu s  b e l l e s  m ain s , une p a ru re  
p lu s  g r a c ie u s e , un a i r  de d e l i c a te s s e  e t  de p ro p re t£  s u r  to u te  l a  p e rso n n e , 
p lu s  de gotlt dans l a  m aniere  de se  m e ttre  e t  de s 'e x p r im e r ,  une robe  p lu s  
f in e  e t  mieux f a i t e ,  une ch au ssu re  p lu s  m ignonne, des ru b a n s , de l a  den- 
t e l l e ,  des cheveux m ieux a j u s t e s .  Je  p r e f e r e r a i s  to u jo u r s  l a  moins j o l i e  
a y an t p lu s  de t o u t  c e la .  Je  tro u v e  moi-meme c e t t e  p re fe re n c e  t r e s  r i d i c u l e ;  
m ais mon coeu r l a  donne m algr6 m o i."  I b i d . , p . 13^.

Mon a tta ch e m e n t p o u r  e l l e ,  q ue lque  v i f ,  quelque  te n d re  q u ' i l  f u t ,  
ne  m 'em pechait pas d 'e n  aim er d 'a u t r e s ,  mais ce n ' e t a i t  pas de l a  meme 
fagon . T outes d e v a ie n t egalem ent ma te n d re s s e  a  le u r s  charm es, mais 
e l l e  t e n a i t  uniquem ent a  ceux des a u tre s  e t  ne l e u r  e u t pas su rv e cu ; au 
l i e u  que Manan p o u v a it  d e v e n ir  v i e i l l e  e t  l a id e  san s  que j e  l 'a im a s s e  moins 
te n d re m e n t. Mon co eu r a v a i t  p le in e m en t tra n s m is  a s a  p e rso n n e  l'hom m age. 
q u ' i l  f i t  d 'a b o rd  a s a  b e a u te ,  e t  quelque  changement q u 'e l l e  e p ro u v E t, 
pourvu  que ce f u t  to u jo u r s  e l l e . mes se n tim e n ts  ne p o u v a ie n t ch an g er. Je  
s a i s  b ie n  que j e  l u i  d e v a is  de l a  re c o n n a is s a n c e ; mais en v e r i tS  j e  n 'y  
so n g e a is  p a s . Quoi q u 'e l l e  e u t  f a i t  ou n 'e u t  pas f a i t  p o u r m oi, c 'e u t  
e te  to u jo u r s  l a  meme ch o se . J e  ne l 'a i m a i s  n i  p a r  d e v o ir  n i  p a r  i n t e r S t  
n i  p a r  convenance; J e  l 'a i m a i s  p a rc e  cue j ' e t a i s  nS  p o u r l 'a i m e r . [C f. 
M o n ta ig n e 's  "P a rce  que c ' e t a i t  l u i ,  p a rc e  que c * e t a i t  m o i ." ] Q u a n d  je  
d ev en a is  amoureux de quelque  a u t r e ,  c e la  f a i s a i t  d i s t r a c t i o n ,  j e  l 'a v o u e ,  
e t  j e  p e n s a is  moins so u v en t a  e l l e ,  mais j ' y  p e n sa is  avec l e  meme p l a i s i r ,  
e t  ja m a is ,  amoureux ou n o n , j e  ne me s u is  occupe d 'e l l e  sans s e n t i r  q u ' i l  
ne  p o u v a it  y a v o ir  p o u r moi de V ra i bonheur dans l a  v i e ,  t a n t  que j 'e n  
s e r a i s  s e p a r e ."  I b i d . . pp . 150-1 . ( i t a l i c s  m in e .)
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a f te rn o o n , in n o c en t in  deed  i f  n o t in  th o u g h t ,  in  th e  co u n try  as ' 'p r i s o n e r '1 

o f  two p r e t t y  young dam sels o f  Mama's a c q u a in ta n c e , M ile s , de G ra f fe n r ie d  

and G a l le y .1 In  t h i s  e r o t i c  s i t u a t i o n  r e c a l l i n g  th e  t r i a n g l e  S t .  P reu x / 

J u l i e / C l a i r e  (b o th  g i r l s  " lo v e d  each  o th e r  t e n d e r ly ,"  y e t  one re c e iv e d  

J e a n -J a c q u e s ' p r e f e r e n c e ,  h a v in g  " Je  ne s a i s  quo i de p lu s  d e l i c a t ,  de p lu s  

f in " )  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' v i r tu o u s  v o lu p te 2 (g iv in g  him th e  incongruous r o le  o f  

a  s e v e n te e n - y e a r -o ld  " d i r t y  o ld  man") p ro v id e d  him a p r iv i le g e d  moment 

o f  e sc a p e . F o r a  s h o r t  t im e ,  Mama's r e j e c t  and I s a a c  R o u sseau 's  w o r th le s s  

son became en n o b led  as " l 'a m i  de M adem oiselle G a l le y ."  ( " J 'a i  to u jo u r s  

t ro u v e  dans l e  sex e  [ f e m in in ] ,"  R ousseau a d m itte d , "une g rande v e r tu  con- 

s o l a t r i c e ,  e t  r i e n  n 'a d o u b i t  p lu s  mes a f f l i c t i o n s  dans mes d is g ra c e s  que de
Q

s e n t i r  q u 'u n e  p e rso n n e  a im ab le  y  p ren d  i n t e r § t . ' )

A lth o u g h  th e  charm ing  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  p ic n ic  w ith  M ile s . G a lley  and  
de G ra f fe n r ie d  ( I b i d . , p . 135 e t  s e q . ) r i c h ly  d e se rv es  i t s  honor as one o f  
th e  most o f te n  r e p e a te d  a n ecd o te s  o f  R o u ss e lia n a , i t s  c o n te n t ,  p u re ly  s e n s u a l ,  
adds n o th in g  new t o  R o u sse au 's  p sy ch o lo g y .

2"Le doux so u v e n ir  de c e t t e  Jo u rn ee  ne  c o u ta i t  r i e n  a  ces a im ab les  f i l l e s ;  
l a  te n d re  un ion  q u i r e g n a i t  e n t r e  nous t r o i s  v a l a i t  l e s  p l a i s i r s  p lu s  v i f s  
e t  n 'e u t  pu  s u b s i s t e r  avec eu x : nous nous aim ions sans m v ste re  e t  san s  h o n te ,
e t  nous v o u lio n s  nous a im er to u jo u r s  a i n s i .  L 'in n o cen ce  des moeurs a  s a  
v o lu p te  q u i v a u t b ie n  l ' a u t r e .  p a rc e  q u 'e l l e  n ' a  p o in t  d ' i n t e r v a l l e  e t  q u 'e l l e  
a g i t  c o n tin u e lle m e n t. Pour moi Je  s a i s  que l a  meraoire d 'u n  s i  b eau  J o u r  me 
to u ch e  p l u s ,  me charme p l u s ,  me r e v ie n t  p lu s  au co eu r que c e l l e  d ’ aucuns 
p l a i s i r s  que J 'a i e  gotltSs en ma v ie .  J e  ne s a v a is  pas t r o p  b ie n  ce que 
j e  v o u la is  a  ces deux charm antes p e rs o n n e s . m ais e l l e s  m’ i n t e r e s s a i e n t  
beaucoup to u te s  deux. . . .  Ceux q u i l i r o n t  c e c i ne m anqueront pas de r i r e  
de mes a v e n tu re s  g a l a n t e s ,  en rem arquan t q u 'a p r e s  beaucoup de p r l l i m i n a i r e s , 
l e s  p lu s  avancees f i n i s s e n t  p a r  b a i s e r  l a  m ain. 0 mes l e c t e u r s , ne vous y 
trom pez p a s . J ' a i  p e u t - § t r e  eu  p lu s  de p l a i s i r  dans mes amours en f i n i s s a n t  
p a r  c e t t e  main b a i s e e ,  que vous n 'e n  au rez  Jam ais dans l e s  v C tre s ,  en commen- 
g a n t t o u t  au moins p a r  l a . "  I b i d . ,  pp . 1 3 8 -9 . ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)

3I b i d . , p. 150.
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Je a n -Ja c q u e s  hung around M ile . G a l le y 's  s t r e e t  f o r  a  w h ile  a f t e r  th e  

d e l i g h t f u l  e n c o u n te r , b u t ,  n o t s e e in g  h e r  o r  h e r  f r i e n d  and f e e l in g  a l l  eyes 

r i v e t e d  on him , he q u ic k ly  gave up . He d id  manage to  i n s t i t u t e  a  g a la n t  

c o rre sp o n d e n c e , how ever, t a l k i n g  a  l o c a l  s p i n s t e r  i n t o  d e l iv e r in g  l e t t e r s  

t o  M ile , de G ra f fe n r ie d  — r a th e r  c r u e l l y ,  as a  m a tte r  o f  f a c t ,  s in c e  he 

b e l ie v e d  h is  m essenger t o  have a  c ru sh  on him .

M eanw hile, Jea n -Jac q u e s  had o b ta in e d  p e rm is s io n  t o  l i v e  te m p o ra r i ly  w ith  

V en tu re  ( b r i e f l y  fo rg o tte n  d u rin g  th e  L eM aitre  a f f a i r )  w h ile  a w a itin g  news 

o f  Mme. de W arens. T h e re , th e  s p e c ta c le  o f  V e n tu re 's  s o c i a l  su c c e ss  tu rn e d  

ou r h e ro  l i v i d  w ith  envy. " Je  l e  r e t r o u v a i  b r i l l a n t  e t  fS t£  dans t o u t  

Annecy; l e s  dames se l 'a r r a c h a i e n t .  Ce su cces  acheva  de me to u m e r  l a  

t § t e .  J e  ne  v is  p lu s  r i e n  que M. V e n tu re , e t  i l  me f i t  p re sq u e  o u b l ie r  

Mme. de W arens."^  Jea n -Jac q u e s  sp en t m ornings w ith  V en tu re  and t h e i r  la n d ­

l o r d ,  a  shoem aker and w ould-be com edian, whose w i t t i c i s m s  in  P ro v en g a l ac­

c e n t k e p t them  in  s t i t c h e s .  A f te r  th e  noon m e a l, V en tu re  would le a v e  f o r  

th e  l o c a l  High S o c ie ty  where he w ould rem ain  u n t i l  l a t e  a t  n ig h t .  D uring  

t h i s  t im e ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  would ta k e  s o l i t a r y  w a lk s , r e f l e c t i n g  on V e n tu re 's  

g r e a t  t a l e n t s  and c u rs in g  h is  own un lu ck y  s t a r ,  J u s t  as he may have done 

a t  t h e  s p e c ta c le  o f  h is  f a t h e r 's  p o p u la r i ty .  To h e lp  h i s  f r i e n d ,  V enture  

o b ta in e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  him t o  v i s i t  th e  home o f  a  p o s s ib le  p r o t e c t o r ,  

a  l o c a l  man o f  l e t t e r s ,  a sk in g  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  t o  b r in g  a  c o u p le t .  The boy 

w ro te  a  l i t t l e  poem, on w hich he e n v isa g e d  b a s in g  h i s  f o r tu n e :  V en tu re

to o k  i t  and i t  was n ev e r h e a rd  o f  a g a in . And w hat o f  i t ?  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  

was to o  t im id  t o  speak  up a t  th e  t im e , y e t ,  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  in  s p i t e  o f  a l l  

h is  f r i e n d  had done f o r  h im , he s t i l l  r e s e n te d  w hat he b e l ie v e d  t o  b e

1 I b id . , p .  133.
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V e n tu re ’ s t h e f t  o f  h i s  poem: s t r a n g e  com portm ent, even f o r  an a u th o r ,

in  view o f  h is  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  as V e n tu re ’ s dep en d en t.

When no news was fo rth co m in g  from Mama, A dventure  and A m bition le d  

J e a n -Ja c q u e s  t o  t a k e  t o  t h e  ro a d  a g a in . The o s te n s ib le  pu rpose  o f  th e  

t r i p  was t o  accom pany, as a  p a id  g u a rd , Mama's young m aid t o  h e r  f a t h e r 's  

home in  F r ib o u rg . (He s t r e s s e s  th e  f a c t  —  as i f  i t  m a tte re d  — th a t  

"n o th in g  happened" betw een  h im s e lf  and th e  g i r l  d u rin g  th e  t r i p . ) In  

f a c t , he was a g a in  s e e k in g  a  home. He s to p p ed  t o  see  h i s  f a th e r  f o r  th e  

f i r s t  tim e  s in c e  h i s  f l i g h t  from G eneva, b o th  p ro u d  and f r ig h te n e d  a t  

fa c in g  th e  o rd e a l  o f  a p p e a r in g  b e fo re  h is  s e v e r e s t  ju d g e , deep ly  ashamed 

t o  e x h ib i t  h i s  monumental f a i l u r e .  I s a a c  R ousseau , now c lo se  to  an o ld  

man, welcomed h is  son w ith  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  e m o tiv i ty .  Mme. R ousseau was 

p o l i t e ,  b u t th in g s  d id  n o t go w e l l  d u r in g  th e  in te rv ie w . A lthough th e  

R ousseaus saw th e  boy as an i d l e  p a r a s i t e  ~  and  id le n e s s  was G eneva 's 

c a r d in a l  s in  — th e  main p o in t  o f  c o n te n tio n  was J e a n -J a c q u e s ' r e l ig io u s  

c o n v e rs io n . In  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  u rg in g , th e  boy r e fu s e d  t o  renounce C a th o li­

cism  and r e tu r n  t o  t h e  P r o te s ta n t  f a i t h ,  f o r  such  an a c t  would have c o s t 

him a l l  hope o f  r e g a in in g  Mama. D uring  th e  m e e tin g , th e n ,  a  r ig h te o u s ly -  

in d ig n a n t I s a a c  R ousseau  came t o  t e l l  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  t h a t  he no lo n g e r  con­

s id e r e d  th e  boy as h i s  son . R ousseau l e f t  h is  f a t h e r 's  house t h a t  same 

a f te rn o o n , w ith  a  l i t t l e  money he had  p r i e d  o u t o f  th e  man (become t i g h t -  

f i s t e d  in  h i s  o ld  § g e ) ,  b i t t e r l y  aware o f  h is  f a t h e r 's  c o n tin u in g  r e j e c t i o n  

and h is  s te p m o th e r 's  c o n tin u in g  s c o rn . I s a a c  R ousseau had  become no more 

th an  a  l a s t  r e s o r t :  th e  so u rc e  o f  a  s m a ll handou t from  tim e to  t im e ,  in

exchange f o r  a  l i t t l e  m o r t i f i c a t i o n .

I f  R ousseau  hoped t o  f a r e  b e t t e r  w ith  th e  m a id 's  f a th e r  (fo rm er 

o rg a n is t  a t  t h e  Annecy c a t h e d r a l ) ,  he was d is a p p o in te d . N e ith e r  th e  g i r l
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n o r  th e  man ap p eared  anx ious t o  ta k e  him i n ,  though he p ro b a b ly  w ould 

have a c c e p te d  any o f f e r . S o  he tu rn e d  to  th e  la n d  o f  f a n ta s y .  From 

F r ib o u rg , in s te a d  o f  s to p p in g  ag a in  a t  h i s  f a t h e r 's  as he h a d  p ro m ised , 

he headed  f o r  Mama's c o u n try , L ausanne, c e r ta in  he would h e a r  from h e r  

so o n e r o r  l a t e r .  In  th e  m eantim e, he to o k  p le a s u re  in  l i v i n g  in  " h e r"  

c o u n try , w here he c a r e f u l ly  av o ided  in q u i r in g  about h e r  and s c a r c e ly  

m en tioned  h e r  name, s e c r e t l y  f e a r in g  to  le a r n  som ething  u n fa v o ra b le  about 

h e r ,  s in c e  th e  l i t t l e  he had  h e a rd  in d ic a te d  t h a t  h e r  scan d a lo u s  f l i g h t  

and d iv o rc e  had  n o t been f o r g o t te n .  He made a tw o- o r  th re e -d a y  e x c u rs io n  

to  V cvey, h e r  home tow n, w hich he found e x c e p t io n a l ly  moving. The b e a u ty  o f  

th e  la k e s id e  s i t e ,  w hich he i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  Mama, h is  f a th e r  ( r e s id in g  

in  th e  Vaud c o u n try ) ,  M ile, de V ulson , h is  f i r s t  lo v e ,  and some in n e r  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  tra n s fo rm e d  t h i s  i n to  th e  la n d  o f h is  dream s. C o n tem p la tin g  

Lake Leman, R ousseau abandoned h im s e lf  t o  th e  " sw e e te s t m e la n ch o ly ."

He w as, o f  c o u rs e ,  p la y in g  m a k e -b e lie v e , p e rh ap s  to  f o r g e t  h is  f a i l u r e  

in  th e  ey es  o f  h is  f a t h e r ,  t h i s  tim e  a tte m p tin g  to  re e n a c t  V e n tu re 's  

su c c e sse s  in  Annecy. Faced w ith  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  e a rn in g  a  l i v i n g ,  he p a s s e d  

h im s e lf  o f f  as "V aussore de V ille n e u v e ,"  P a r i s ia n  m u s ic ia n ,2 and a tte m p te d  

to  g iv e  s in g in g  l e s s o n s ,  even though he had  n o t y e t  le a rn e d  t o  s ig h t - r e a d .

He w ent even f u r t h e r ,  o f f e r in g  t o  conduct one o f  h is  own co m p o sitio n s  d u rin g  

a  p u b l ic  c o n c e r t .  The r e s u l t s  were h o rren d o u s — y e t ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  he 

la c k e d  th e  courage t o  s to p  th e  e x e c u tio n . The shame o f  a d m itt in g  h i s  

" w o r th le s s n e s s "  — as in  th e  s to le n  rib b o n  in c id e n t  - -  made him sw eat 

ou t h is  p u b l ic  appearance  t o  th e  b i t t e r  end . The fo llo w in g  d ay , u n a b le  t o

-*-A s c a n t  two y e a r s  a f t e r  h is  d e p a r tu re  from G eneva, J e a n -J a c q u e s ' t i e s  
were n o t y e t  broken w ith  a p p re n tic e s h ip  c i r c l e s .  H is p re se n c e  in  Geneva 
seems t o  have i n c i t e d  some a d o le s c e n t to  p u rsu e  him f o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  an 
o ld  d eb t o f  te n  so u s .

2 "V aussore" i s  an anagram f o r  "R ousseau ."  Jean -Jacq u es  was to  u se  t h i s  
pseudonym f o r  n e a r ly  a  y e a r .
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b e a r  h is  " g u i l t , "  he c o n fe sse d  th e  w hole  m ascarade  t o  one o f  t h e  m u sic ian s  

and t h e r e a f t e r  f e l t  s u re  th e  w hole town had h i s  num ber, a lth o u g h  no one 

openly ad m itte d  i t .  He l e f t  soon t h e r e a f t e r .

"V aussore de V ille n e u v e "  had  few a c q u a in ta n c e s  in  L ausanne: h is  la n d ­

l o r d ,  a  f r i e n d ly ,  g o o d -h e a rte d  man who gave him  lo d g in g  and two m eals a  

day on c r e d i t  and was k in d  t o  h im , even  g o in g  as f a r  as t o  t r y  t o  f in d  

him some m usic s tu d e n ts ;  an e m b ro id e re r  and a  g a rd e n e r ,  b o th  from  P a r i s ,  

w ith  whom he would w alk  t o  mass a t  th e  C a th o lic  Church s e v e r a l  m ile s  

o u ts id e  th e  c i t y ,  tre m b lin g  w ith  f e a r  o f  b e in g  d is c o v e re d  as a  f a l s e  

P a r i s ia n .  L e t te r s  from th e  two Annecy dam sels c h e e re d  him  c o n s id e ra b ly ,  

b u t th e  m u s ic - te a c h in g  b u s in e s s  was s low  and J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was lo n e ly  and 

m elancho ly . He moved t o  N euch& tel, w here  b u s in e s s  p ic k e d  up and l i v in g  

c o n d itio n s  im proved c o n s id e ra b ly . T h e re , l i f e  was q u i te  c o m fo r ta b le , b u t 

lo n e l in e s s  and m elancholy  c o n tin u e d  t o  underm ine h i s  s p i r i t s .  He l o s t  

to u ch  w ith  th e  two Annecy g i r l s ,  t o  whom he f a i l e d  to  sen d  h is  new a d d re s s . 

He had no i n t e r e s t  in  f r i e n d s ,  no w i l l ,  no g o a l .  E xcep t f o r  some l i t e r a r y  

a t te m p ts ,  Jean -Jacq u es  was p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  l e t t i n g  h im s e lf  go. He would 

apend h is  f r e e  days w andering  a lo n e  in  th e  c o u n try ,  dream ing and s ig h in g .

A f te r  about f iv e  o r  s i x  m onths p a s s e d  i n  t h i s  f a s h io n ,  n o b i l i t y  and 

glam our a g a in  e n te re d  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' l i f e ,  a lo n g  w ith  th e  chance f o r  adven­

tu r e  — to o  tem p tin g  t o  l e t  p a s s  — in  th e  form  o f  th e  m a je s t i c a l ly  

im posing A rch im an d rite^  o f  J e ru sa le m : "un homme a  g rande b a rb e  avec un

h a b it  v i o l e t  a  l a  g re c q u e , un b o n n e t f o u r r e ,  l 'e q u ip a g e  e t  l ' a i r  a sse z  

n o b le , e t  qu i souvent a v a i t  p e in e  & s e  f a i r e  e n te n d r e ,  ne p a r l a n t  q u 'u n  

ja rg o n  p re sq u e  in d e c h i f f r a b l e , m ais p lu s  re s se m b la n t & l ' i t a l i e n  q u 'a

^ I .e .  d ir e c to r  o f  m on a ster ies.
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n u l l e  a u t r e  l a n g u e ." !  They met a t  a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  where J e a n -Ja c q u e s  had 

come t o  th e  re s c u e  as i n t e r p r e t e r  and th e  A rch im an d rite  had t r e a t e d  th e  

y o u th  t o  a  good m eal. By th e  end o f  d in n e r ,  th e y  w ere in s e p a r a b le .  The 

o ld e r  man t o l d  th e  boy he was a  Greek p r i e s t  t r a v e l in g  th ro u g h  Europe to  

seek  money f o r  th e  re e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  th e  Holy S e p u lc h re . His recommenda^- 

t io n s  w ere e x c e l l e n t .  He asked  "V aussore  de V ille n e u v e "  t o  J o in  him as 

s e c r e t a r y ,  an d , w ith o u t r e f l e c t i o n ,  "V ausso re” a cc e p ted . They v i s i t e d  

F r ib o u rg ,  B erne and S o lo th u m e , l i v i n g  co m fo rtab ly  and e a t in g  w e l l .  J e a n -  

Jacq u es  was in  grea*- - n i r i t s , n o t on ly  l i k i n g  th e  way o f  l i f e  ("  . . .  Je  

n 'a u r a i s  p a s  m ieux demand^ que de vo y ag er a i n s i  t o u t  ma v ie  . . .  " ) b u t 

l i k i n g  h is  bon v iv a n t  companion ("  . . .  Un homme de bonne com pagnie, a im ant 

a s s e z  a  t e n i r  t a b l e ,  g a i , p a r l a n t  b ie n  p o u r ceux qu i l ’e n te n d a ie n t , ne 

manquant pas de c e r t a in e s  c o n n a is s a n c e s , e t  p la g a n t  son E ru d it io n  g recque 

avec a s s e z  d 'a g re m e n t" ) . Under th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  h i s  e x a l t e d  G reek p r i e s t  

and p r o te c te d  by h is  own pseudonym , J e a n -Ja c q u e s  even managed t o  g iv e  an 

e x c e l le n t  p u b l ic  sp eech  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  "n o b le "  c au se . Many y e a r s  l a t e r ,  

J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was t o  ad o p t an Armenian costum e re m in is c e n t o f  th e  Archiman­

d r i t e ’s s p le n d id  ro b e s .

At S o lo th u m e , th e  F rench  A m bassador, t h e  M arquis de B onac, exposed  th e  

A rc h im a n d rite  as th e  f r a u d  he was and s e p a ra te d  him from h is  young i n t e r ­

p r e t e r .  T ak ing  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  p r i v a t e l y  a s id e ,  he h e a rd  th e  b o y ’ s c o n fe s s io n  

and o f f e r e d  a b s o lu t io n ,  th e n  to o k  him  by th e  hand and in tro d u c e d  him t o  

h i s  w ife  and s t a f f  o f  s e c r e t a r i e s .  In  t r u t h ,  th e  bqy was tu r n in g  s t a t e ' s  

e v id e n c e , in  exchange f o r  a  suspended  s e n te n c e ,  and h is  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  

th e  s e c r e t a r i e s  was a rra n g e d  t o  p e rm it th e  d i c t a t i o n  and s ig n in g  o f  a  fo rm al

1I b i d . , p . 150.



s ta te m e n t t o  b e  used  a g a in s t  th e  l a d ’ s fo rm er em ployer and com panion.

Even g iven  th e  b a s ic  d ish o n e s ty  o f  th e  A rc h im a n d rite ’s p u r s u i t  o f  funds 

and assum ing th e  young i n t e r p r e t e r ’s in n o c e n c e , w ith  w hat rem ark ab le  speed  

and su p p le n e ss  d id  Rousseau b e t r a y  th e  good man, a l l  in  th e  name o f  

am bition .' R ousseau was p ro b a b ly  n o t unatoare o f  h is  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  

c r i t i c i s m  re g a rd in g  t h i s  a c t io n :  th e  C o n fess io n s  s t r e s s  th e  m onk's h av in g

been a llo w ed  t o  d e p a r t w ith  im p u n ity , d e s c r ib in g  th e  boy as h a v in g  been  

f o r c ib ly  s e p a ra te d  from  him by th e  p a r e n t - l i k e  B o n acs .^  F u r th e rm o re , 

R ousseau f e l t  t h e  n e c e s s i ty  t o  e x p la in  t h a t ,  even  had he n o t p ro m ised  t o  

t e l l  th e  t r u t h ,  he would have c o n fe sse d . Knowing R ou sseau , i t  i s  e a sy  to  

see  t h a t  t h i s  i s  so : c o n fe s s io n s  was com pulsive w ith  him s in c e  e a r ly

ch ild h o o d  and , even i f  th e  v ic t im  w ere h im s e lf ,  he was o b lig e d  t o  r e l i e v e  

h is  c o n sc ie n ce  by means o f  p e r io d ic  c a th a r s i s  such  as t h a t  fo llo w in g  th e  

T re y to re n s  c o n c e r t  f i a s c o .  R ousseau a ls o  saw t h i s  c o n fe s s io n  o p p o r tu n i ty  as 

a  means o f  c a p tu r in g  th e  i n t e r e s t  and b en ev o len ce  o f  th e  am bassad o r, a  

man o f  o u ts ta n d in g  m e rit and d ig n i ty ,  h is  " l i t t l e  s t o r y , "  in  sum. T hus, 

w h ile  he t r u t h f u l l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  " a  c o n t in u a l  n eed  f o r  s e l f - e x p r e s s io n
p

p la c e s  my h e a r t  always a t  my l i p s , "  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  th e  s e l f - e x p r e s s io n  

seems t o  have been  s h e e r  f a n ta s y ,  a  charm ing b u t  no l e s s  th a n  b l a t a n t  

f a b r i c a t i o n :  a  ro m a n tic iz e d  com bination  o f  h is  C as tle -d re a m  and th e  M ile ,

de B r e i l  a f f a i r .  P o r tra y in g  h im s e lf ,  t h a n ,  as in n o c e n t v ic t im  o f  f a t e ,  

in  an a tte m p t t o  a ro u se  p a te r n a l  and co m p assionate  f e e l in g s  in  th e  B o n acs , 

alw ays in  th e  hope o f  e v e n tu a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  to  h i s  lo n g - lo s t  p o s i t i o n  as

•^"Mme. de Bonac m 'a c c u e i l l i t  avec b o n t£  e t  d i t  q u ' i l  ne  f a l l a i t  p as  me 
l a i s s e r  a l l e r  avec ce moine g re c . . . .  Je  v o u la is  a l l e r  f a i r e  mes ad ieu x  a  
mon p au v re  A rc h im a n d rite , p o u r le q u e l  j 'a v a i s  congu de l 'a t t a c h e m e n t : on
ne me l e  p e rm it p a s ."  I b i d . , p . 157.

2I b i d . , p . 156 . (T ra n s la t io n  m in e .)
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fam ily  c h i ld  and i d o l ,  R ousseau u n d o u b ted ly  s t r e s s e d  r a t h e r  th a n  a t te n u a te d  

th e  A rc h im a n d rite ’ s u n a t t r a c t i v e  s id e .  Here a g a in ,  a s  w ith  M arion ,

R ousseau s a c r i f i c e d  a  f r i e n d  o f  s o r t s  t o  f u r t h e r  h is  own i n t e r e s t s .  Weak­

n e ss  o f  c h a r a c te r ,  o f  c o u rs e , and n o t w i l l f u l  c r u e l t y ,  as R ousseau was 

th e  f i r s t  t o  a d m it; sm a ll c o n s o la t io n ,  how ever, t o  h i s  " v ic t im s 11 and 

i n s u f f i c i e n t  n o u rishm en t f o r  h is  c o n sc ie n c e  in  w hich such  m inu te  " s in s "  

w ere s lo w ly  a c c u m u la tin g , to  b u r s t  o u t i n t o  t h e  open w ith  h i s  l a t e r  fame 

and f r ie n d s h ip  c r i s e s  in  w h ic h , s u d d e n ly , r a t h e r  th a n  t ru d g in g  s i l e n t l y  

away, as had  M arion , L eM aitre  and th e  A rc h im a n d r ite , h i s  v ic tim s  sud d en ly  

tu rn e d  back  t o  p o in t  an a c c u s in g  f in g e r  a t  h im , p a v in g  th e  way t o  e v e n tu a l  

p e r s e c u t io n  and m adness.

Bonac a llo w ed  young J e a n -Ja c q u e s  to  rem ain  o v e rn ig h t a t  th e  embassy 

b e fo re  sen d in g  him a lo n g  t o  w h a tev e r d e s t in y  a w a ite d  him . The boy was p ro ­

fo u n d ly  im p ressed  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  room in  w hich he s l e p t  had  been  

fo rm erly  o ccu p ied  by th e  th e n  "G rea t R ousseau" —  th e  p o e t J e a n - B a p t is t e .  

Back in  U euch& tel, where he r e tu r n e d ,  he  r e a d  t h e  w orks o f  J e a n -B a p t is te  

R ousaeau and w ro te  a  c a n ta ta  in  honor o f  th e  am b assad o r’s w ife .

The work was n o t e n t i r e l y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d .  I t s  a u th o r  was b r o k e , in  

d eb t and d e s p e ra te .  Mama, he  l e a r n e d ,  had  r e tu r n e d  t o  Annecy b u t  was angry 

w ith  h im , a p p a re n tly  th in k in g  he had r e tu r n e d  t o  P r o te s ta n t i s m  u n d e r h i s  

f a t h e r ’s in f lu e n c e .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  t r i e d  t o  win p e rm is s io n  to  " j u s t i f y  him­

s e l f "  th ro u g h  a  m u tua l f r i e n d 's  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  a p p e a lin g  t o  h i s  b e n e f a c t r e s s '  

sen se  o f  p i t y  ( th e  a f f l i c t i o n  h e r  an g er c au se d  him  and h i s  p r e s e n t  in d i ­

g e n c e ) , o f  j u s t i c e  (h is  ig n o ra n c e  o f  w hat he had  donfe t o  d is p le a s e  h e r )  

and commitment ( r e c a l l i n g  h i s  t o t a l  dependency on h e r ) .  An answ er does 

n o t seem t o  have been  fo r th co m in g , Mama a p p e a r in g  t o  have been  aw ay,^

■^This whole ad v en tu re  rem ains u n c le a r .  In  P a r i s ,  Mme. de WarenB had
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Je a n -Ja c q u e s  was fo rc e d  t o  h u m il ia te  h im s e lf  and ask  h is  a l r e a d y - r e s e n t f u l  

f a t h e r  f o r  a n o th e r  h an d o u t, u s in g  a  s i m i l a r  a p p ea l t o  th e  man’s sym pathy 

r e c a l l i n g  th e  commitment im p lie d  in  th e  f a th e r - s o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w ith  p ro m ises  

t o  p e rfo rm  " b e tte r  in  th e  f u tu r e  and even in c lu d in g  a  b i t  o f  s e n t im e n ta l  

b la c k m a il .  ^ In  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  d e s p e r a t io n ,  th e n ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  co u n ted  on 

B onac, n o t so  much to  ta k e  him  i n t o  h i s  h o u seh o ld  (a s  th e  m arquis a lre a d y  

had th r e e  e x c e l l e n t  s e c r e t a r i e s  and J e a n -Ja c q u e s  r e fu s e d  t o  c o n s id e r  r e ­

sum ing h is  fo rm er c a r e e r  as s e r v a n t)  as t o  p ro c u re  him c o n n ec tio n s  in  

P a r i s ,  in  w hich he  v ag u ely  e n v isa g e d  some f u tu r e  g lo ry  & l a  V enture  de 

V ille n e u v e . The boy w ro te  t o  Mgr. de B em ex , r e q u e s t in g  a  l e t t e r  o f  

recom m endation t o  Bonac. As soon as  t h i s  a r r i v e d ,  he h u r r ie d  back  t o  

S o lo th u m e , w here B onac, in  t u r n ,  p ro v id e d  money and l e t t e r s  o f  in t r o d u c t io n  

t o  v a r io u s  P a r i s i a n s .  One o f  th e  l e t t e r s  was a d d re sse d  t o  a  gentlem an 

whose so n , abou t t o  e n t e r  th e  s e r v i c e ,  n eeded  a  s e c r e ta r y .  H app ily  s t r o l l i n g  

a lo n g  th e  r o a d , t h e  boy e n v is io n e d  a  g lo r io u s  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r  u n fo ld in g  

b e fo re  him .

q u a r r e l l e d  w ith  d ’Aubonne, who in  tu r n  had  w arned th e  Savoy k in g  t o  have h e r  
w a tch ed  and t o  p re v e n t  h e r  from  g o in g  to  S w itz e r la n d . She seems t o  have 
t r a v e l e d  t o  T o rin o  t o  p r e s e n t  h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  w hich a p p a re n tly  s a t i s ­
f i e d  th e  k in g ,  as  h e r  p e n s io n  was c o n tin u e d , even when Charles-Em m anuel 
a scen d ed  t o  th e  th ro n e  s h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r .  She seems to  have ta k e n  advan tage  
o f  h e r  c o u r t  v i s i t  t o  s o l l i c i t  p e rm is s io n  t o  le a v e  th e  a u s te r e  town o f  Annecy 
f o r  n earb y  l i v e l y  and co sm o p o litan  Chambery.

^N ote how t h i s  s o r t  o f  s i t u a t i o n  was c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  
J e a n - J a c q u e s ' s e lf - im a g e s  " T r i s t e  s o r t  que c e lu i  d 'a v o i r  l e  co eu r p l e in  
d 'a m e rtu n e  e t  de n 'o s e r  m§me e x h a le r  s a  d o u le u r  p a r  q u e lq u es  s o u p i r s , 
t r i s t e  s o r t  que d 'S t r e  abandonne d 'u n  p e re  don t on a u r a i t  pu f a i r e  l e s  d e- 
l i c e s  e t  l a  c o n s o la t io n ,  m ais p lu s  t r i s t e  s o r t  de se  v o i r  fo rc e  d 'g t r e  a  
ja m a is  in g r a t  e t  m alheureux  en meme tem ps e t  d '§ t r e  o b lig e  de t r a i n e r  p a r  
to u te  l a  t e r r e  s a  m ise re  e t  s e s  rem ords . . .  " C.C. I ,  No. 5 ,  p . 12. "S i 
j ' a i  r e fu s e  p lu s i e u r s  f o i s  une fo r tu n e  e c l a t a n t e ,  c 'e s t  que J 'e s t im e  m ieux 
une o b scu re  l i b e r t e ,  q u 'u n  e sc la v a g e  b r i l l a n t . "  I b i d . , p . 13. Cf, Rous­
s e a u 's  l e t t e r  t o  a  young man o f  q u a l i ty  ren o u n c in g  s o c i e ty ,  c i t e d  h e r e in ,  
pp . 226 -7 .
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To such a  d ream er, th e  B ig C ity  tu rn e d  ou t to  be a  b i t t e r  d is a p p o in t­

m ent. R ousseau was no V fin tu re , o f  t h i s  he c o u ld  now be  s u re . The 

" s e c r e t a r i a l ” Job p ro v ed  t o  be t h a t  o f  an u n d e rp a id  v a l e t ,  and R ousseau  

r e f u s e d  i t .  O th er p o s s i b i l i t i e s  demanded t im e ,  p a t ie n c e  and c a r e f u l  

d ip lo m a tic  s o l l i c i t i n g ,  to o  c o n s tr a in in g  f o r  J e a n -J a c q u e s , who s u r re n d e re d  

b e fo re  e n te r in g  b a t t l e .  Bonac s e n t  more money, b u t th e  boy was now 

d e te rm in ed  t o  r e tu r n  to  Mama — b u t where was Mama? He d e c id e d  t o  c a l l  

on a  f r i e n d  o f  h e r s ,  M ile , du C h & te le t, whom he had met d u r in g  th e  Lyons 

v i s i t  w ith  L eM aitre . She c o u ld  undoub ted ly  lo c a t e  h i s  l o s t  b e n e f a c t r e s s  

o r  — who knows? — perh ap s she m ight ta k e  a  p r o te c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

d e s p e ra te  boy h e r s e l f .

On le a v in g  P a r i s ,  R ousseau com m itted a v i l e  and u n a t t r a c t i v e  deed o f  

v e r b a l  v io le n c e  ( th e  on ly  k in d  o f v io le n c e  he p e r m it te d  h im s e lf  b u t  t o  

w hich he was t o  have re c o u rse  from tim e  t o  tim e  th ro u g h o u t h i s  l i f e ) .  In  

im i ta t io n  o f  h i s  h e rb  d 'A ubonne, he s e n t  a  h eav y , u n fu n n y , d o w n rig h t n a s ty  

s a t i r i c a l  poem (w hich he th o u g h t w i t ty )  to  t h e  f a th e r  o f  th e  young o f f i c e r  

who had " in s u l te d "  h im , m a ilin g  i t  o n ly  as he d e p a r te d .1

He w alked  a l l  th e  way t o  Iy o n s . Along th e  ro a d , he was f i l l e d  w ith  

happy daydream s o f  th e  A strg e  v a r i e ty .  M ile , du Ch Ate l e t , who l i v e d  in  

a  c o n v e n t, o b lig e d  th e  boy by w r i t in g  some l e t t e r s  i n  an a tte m p t t o  aetefcadne 

h e r  f r i e n d ’s w h e reab o u ts . W hile a w a itin g  n ew s, J e a n -Ja c q u e s  e n jo y e d  

v i s i t i n g  w ith  th e  s p i n s t e r ,  an A u n t- lik e  f ig u r e  — k in d  o f  fem ale  Abbe 

Gaime —  la c k in g  y o u th  and s e x - a p p e a l ,  b u t s im p le , g ra c io u s  and a t t r a c t i v e  

t o  th e  boy who so  en jo y ed  h e r  c o n v e rsa tio n  on human r e l a t i o n s  ( " c e  goClt de 

m ora le  o b s e r v a t r ic e  qu i p o r te  a  e tu d ie r  le s  hommes"^) t h a t  he  a t t r i b u t e d  t o

■^If he had  i n h e r i t e d  h is  f a t h e r ’ s bad c h a r a c te r ,  he la c k e d  IsaaC t.R o u sseau 's  
c o u ra g e .

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 171.



h e r  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  l i f e l o n g  i n t e r e s t  in  e t h i c s .  M eanw hile, J e a n -  

Jacq u es  was so s h o r t  o f  money t h a t ,  p r e f e r r i n g  d is c o m fo r t  to  d e b t ,  he was 

o b lig e d  t o  s le e p  o u td o o rs . Word f i n a l l y  a r r iv e d :  Mama was now l i v i n g  in

ChambSry, and she had  a Job f o r  h e r  p r o te g e .  She had  s e n t  money f o r  him 

t o  jo in  h e r ;  she would p ass  him o f f  as h e r  Godson, and he  w ould become a  

perm anent member o f  h e r  h o u seh o ld . H is w alk  t o  Chambery was one o f  th e  

l a s t  o f  h is  happy , daydreamy c ro s s -c o u n try  ’’s o l i t a r y  p ro m en ad es .”

I t  must be n o te d  th a t  Jea n -Jac q u e s  s p e n t a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h i s  l a s t  

p e r io d  on th e  w ings o f  im a g in a tio n : e i t h e r  a p p e a r in g  in  a  p o s i t io n  o f  fame

and honor o r  in  an A s tre e - l i k e  C a s tle -d re a m , su rro u n d e d  by im ag inary  p r o t e c t o r -  

f r i e n d s .  Hours sp e n t a lone on th e  ro ad  a re  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a  g re a t  d e a l

o f  th e se  f a n ta s y - f r ie n d s h ip s .  "Jam ais J e  n 'a i  t a n t  p e n s e ,  t a n t  e x i s t e ,
<•

t a n t  v ecu , t a n t  e te  m oi, s i  j ’ a se  a in s i  d i r e ,  que dans [ l e s  prom enades] que 

j ' a i  f a i t s  s e u l  e t  a  p ie d . La marche a  q u e lq u e  chose  q u i anime e t  av iv e  

mes id e e s :  j e  ne p u is  p re sq u e  p e n se r  quand j e  r e s t e  en p la c e ;  i l  f a u t  que

mon corps s o i t  en b ra n le  p o u r y  m e ttre  mon e s p r i t .  La vue de l a  cam pagne, 

l a  su c c e ss io n  des a sp e c ts  a g r e a b le s , l e  g ran d  a i r ,  l e  g ran d  a p p £ t i t ,  l a  

bonne s a n te  que j e  gagne en m arch an t, l a  l i b e r t e  du c a b a r e t ,  l 'e lo ig n e m e n t  de 

t o u t  ce q u i me f a i t  s e n t i r  ma d ependence , de t o u t  ce q u i me r a p p e l le  ma 

s i t u a t i o n ,  t o u t  c e la  degage mon Sme, me donne une p lu s  g rande audace de 

p e n s e r ,  me j e t t e  en quelque s o r t e  dans 1 'im m en sitS  des S tr e s  p o u r l e s  

com biner, l e s  c h o i s i r ,  me le s  a p p ro p r ie r  B. mon g r£  san s  gSne e t  san s  

c r a i n t e .  Je  d isp o se  en m a ltre  de l a  n a tu r e  e n t i e r e ;  mon co eu r e r r a n t  

d 'o b j e t  en o b je t  s 'u n i t ,  s ’i d e n t i f i e  a  ceu x  q u i l e  f l a t t e n t ,  s 'e n to u r e  

d 'im ag es  c h a rm an te s , s 'e n iv r e  de se n tim e n ts  d e l i c i e u x . " 1
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The v e ry  m ise ry  o f  h i s  t r u e  s i t u a t i o n  made h is  im agined  one a  p u re  d e l ig h t .

B u t, a l a s ,  Jean -Jacq u es*  im ag in ary  w o rld  c o n tin u e d  t o  d i s t o r t  h is  r e a c t io n  

to  th e  r e a l  one. H is  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  independence  had f a i l e d  t o  c o r r e c t  

h is  " b iz a r r e "  and "rom anesque" w o rld v iew , an d , com pared t o  h i s  im ag inary  

w o r ld , r e a l  p e rso n s  were a lre a d y  p ro v in g  a  d isa p p o in tm e n t, as th e  P a r is  

v i s i t  e x e m p lif ie s .  (On le a v in g  th e  c a p i t a l ,  R ousseau had ex c la im ed :

"Gr&ce au C ie l  J ’e t a i t  m a in te n a n t d e l iv r £  de to u s  ces o b s ta c le s :  J e  pou-

v a is  m 'e n fo n c e r  a  mon g re  dans l e  pays des c h im e re s , c a r  i l  ne r e s t a i t  

que c e la  d ev an t m o i." 2 ) Even h is  h a p p in e ss  w ith  Mama w as, as we have s e e n , 

l a r g e ly  an im ag in a ry  p r o je c t io n  o f  f u tu r e  b l i s s .  Soon he w ould be s y s te m a t ic a l ­

ly  l e a v in g  h i s  Lady ifo r h o u rs  a t  a  tim e  t o  daydream  about h e r  ~  and even 

she w as, he  s a i d ,  t h e  on ly  p e rso n  he met in  h is  e n t i r e  l i f e ,  m ale o r  

fe m a le , w ith  whom he was as p e r f e c t l y  a t  e a se  as when he was in  t o t a l  

s o l i t u d e .

T h u s, as J e a n -Ja c q u e s  was d e v e lo p in g  i n t o  manhood and sh o u ld  no rm ally  

have been  e n te r in g  a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  l i f e ,  he was l i v i n g  more th an  

e v e r  in  d ream lan d , s t i l l  p la y in g  m ak e-b e liev e  r o le s  as he had a t  U ncle 

G a b r ie l ’ s and p re p a r in g  th e  day when he w ould ex c la im : "H e la s i

mon p lu s  c o n s ta n t  bon h eu r f u t  en s o n g e ." 3
i

A t h i r d  homecoming t o  Mama’s — w ith o u t th e  doubt and u n c e r ta in ty  o f

^■"C’e s t  une chose  b ie n  s in g u l i e r e  que mon im a g in a tio n  ne s e  monte 
Jam ais p lu s  ag reab lem en t que quand mon i t  a t  e s t  l e  moins a g re a b le ,  e t  q u 'a u  
c o n t r a i r e  e l l e  e s t  moins r i a n t e  lo r s q u e  t o u t  r i t  a u to u r  de m oi. Ma m auvaise 
t e t e  ne  p e u t  s 'a s s u j & t i r  aux c h o se s . E l le  ne  s a u r a i t  e m b e l l i r ,  e l l e  veu t 
c r e e r . " I b i d . , pp . 171 -2 .

2I b i d . , p .  163.

3I b i d . , p . 108.
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th e  o th e rs  — to o k  p la c e  when Je a n -Ja c q u e s  a r r iv e d  in  Chamb£ry. He f e l t  

c o n te n t and se re n e  as he ap p ro ach ed , no more. " Je  me ra p p ro e h a is  avec 

a t te n d r is s e m e n t  de l 'e x c e l l e n t e  amie que J ' a l l a i s  r e v o i r .  J e  g o ftta is  

d 'a v a n c e , m ais sans iv r e s s e  l e  p l a i s i r  de v iv re  au p res  d 'e l l e .  J e  m 'y e t a i s  

to u jo u r s  a t te n d u ;  c ' e t a i t  comme s ' i l  ne  m '£ t a i t  r i e n  a r r iv g  de n o u v e a u ." 1 

J e a n -Ja c q u e s  so  e n jo y ed  t h i s  t r i p  t h a t ,  in  s p i t e  o f  h is  joy o u s im p a tie n c e  

t o  a r r i v e ,  he to o k  h is  t im e ,  s a v o r in g  ev ery  moment a lo n g  th e  way. R ousseau 

d e s c r ib e s  h is  t h i r d  homecoming:

J 'a r r i v e  e n f i n ,  j e  l a  r e v o is .  E l le  n ' e t a i t  p a s  s e u le .  M. 
l ’ In te n d a n t g e n e ra l  £ t a i t  chez e l l e  au moment que j ' e n t r a i .  Sans 
me p a r l e r  e l l e  me p re n d  p a r  l a  main e t  me p rS se n te  a  l u i  avec c e t t e  
grS.ce q u i l u i  o u v r a i t  to u s  l e s  c o e u rs ; l e  v o i l a ,  M o n sieu r, ce p au v re  
je u n e  homme; d a ig n ez  l e  p r o te g e r  a u s s i  longtem ps q u ' i l  l e  m e r i t e r a ,  
j e  ne s u is  p lu s  en p e in e  de l u i  p o u r l e  r e s t e  de s a  v ie .  P u is  ra 'ad - 
d re s s a n t  l a  p a r o le :  mon e n fa n t  me d i t - e l l e ,  vous a p p a r te n e z  au
R oi: re m e rc iez  M, l ' I n t e n d a n t  qu i vous donne du p a in .  J 'o u v r a i s
de g ran d s yeux sans r i e n  d i r e ,  sans s a v o ir  t r o p  q u 'i r a a g in e r :  i l
s 'e n  f a l l u t  peu  que l 'a m b i t io n  n a is s a n te  n e  me to u m S t  l a  t S t e ,  
e t  j e  ne  f i s s e  d e ja  l e  p e t i t  I n te n d a n t .2

R o u sseau 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h i s  homecoming s t r e s s e s  th e  se n se  o f  b e ­

lo n g in g  and in tim acy  w hich he f e l t  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  

a t  t h i s  t im e ,  v a l id a t in g  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' unw avering  b e l i e f  in  Mama's f a i t h f u l -  

neww in  s p i t e  o f  a p p e a ra n c e s . He i s  so  " a t  home" w ith  h e r  t h a t  n e i t h e r  

h e r  ap p earan ce  n o r  h e r  su rro u n d in g s  a re  m en tioned  in  th e  d e s c r ip t i o n ,  

m ere ly  h e r  te n d e r  and in fo rm a l " n a tu r a l "  manner o f  g r e e t in g  h im , and h e r  

m o th e rly  p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  h i s  f u tu r e .  A lthough  he had  n o t  r e f e r r e d  t o  

Mme. de Warens f o r  o v e r a  p a g e , in  t h i s  homecoming d e s c r ip t i o n  R ousseau 

speak s o f  h e r  on ly  by th e  pronoun " s h e ,"  i n d ic a t in g  th e  f a m i l i a r  and norm al 

n a tu re  o f  h is  r e tu r n  and h e r  c o n s ta n t p re se n c e  in  h is  h e a r t .  T h is  t h i r d

1I b i d . . p . 172.

2I b i d . , pp . 173-U.
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homecoming i s  l i k e  th e  r e tu r n  o f  a  c h i ld  t o  i t s  m o th e r. S a id  R ousseau , 

f o r  exam ple, " Je  lo g e a i  chez m oi, c 'e s t  d i r e  chez Maman . . .  "•*■

Chamb£ry p ro v id e d  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  w ith  th e  u n ifo rm  l i f e - s t y l e  he n eed ed  

to  e f f e c t  h is  e d u c a tio n . At age n in e te e n ,  he began h i s  f i r s t  r e a l  J o b , 

p u sh in g  a  pen e ig h t  hou rs a  day in  th e  Savoy t a x  o f f i c e .  As th e  work 

became r o u t in e ,  he tu rn e d  t o  h is  o ld  p a s s io n ,  r e a d in g ,  a ls o  s tu d y in g  

mfcbh and p a in t in g  —  new p a s s io n s  — a n d , o f  c o u r s e ,  m usic . He so  d is ­

l ik e d  Mama's s m a l l ,  d a rk  house t h a t ,  when sh e  r e n te d  as  h e rb -g a rd e n  a 

suburban l o t  on w hich a  l i t t l e  cab in  s to o d ,  he to o k  o v e r th e  s t r u c t u r e ,  

moving in  a  b e d , books and many o f  h i s  b e lo v e d  p r i n t s  t o  d e c o ra te  th e  

w a l ls .  The s o le  in h a b i t a n t  o f  a  s e l f - c r e a t e d  u n iv e r s e ,  he c o u ld  s tu d y  and . 

daydream a t  e a s e ,  away from  Mama's c o n s ta n t  s tre a m  o f  g u e s ts  whom he 

s t i l l  re g a rd ed  as " i n t r u d e r s . "

The knowledge Je a n -Ja c q u e s  was a c q u i r in g  was b e g in n in g  t o  p la c e  him in  

a  p o s i t io n  to  a t t r a c t  some i n t e r e s t i n g ,  r e s p e c ta b le  and c u l tu r e d  f r i e n d s .  

The Abbe G iovanni A n ton io  P a la z z i  ( " P a la i s "  i n i t h e  C o n fe s s io n s ) . in  

Chambery from f a l l ,  1732 , t o  w in te r ,  1 7 3 ^ , a  young man who p la y e d  th e  organ  

and h a rp s ic h o rd , "good m u s ic ia n , good man? became R o u l e a u 's  " in s e p a r a b le ."  

G io v a n -B a tt is ta  Canavazzo (" C a n a v a s" ) , a  young b a c h e lo r  from  P ied m o n t, 

fe llow -em ployee  a t  th e  t a x  o f f i c e ,  who p la y e d  th e  c e l l o ,  became a  f r i e n d  

as w e l l .  F a th e r  P h i l i b e r t  C a to n , fo rm er P a r i s i a n  s o c i a l i t e  and Sorbonne 

B a c h e lo r, became a t ta c h e d  t o  R ousseau  th ro u g h  a  common lo v e  o f  m usic .

The C onfessions p o r t r a i t  o f  F a th e r  C aton su g g e s ts  t h a t  R ousseau was a t  l a s t

1I b id . , p . 176.
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making f r i e n d s  who w ould in f lu e n c e  h im , th ro u g h  e m u la tio n , in  th e

d i r e c t io n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u l t i v a t i o n  in  a  m anner in  w hich d i s c ip l in e d

s c h o o l and  work s i t u a t i o n s  had  f a i l e d :

C 'e t a i t  un g ran d  horame b ie n  f a i t ,  l e  v is a g e  p l e i n ,  le s  yeux el f l e u r  
de t S t e , des cheveux n o i r s  q u i f a i s a i e n t  sans a f f e c t a t i o n  l e  c ro c h e t 
a  c 3 te  du f r o n t ,  l 1a i r  a  l a  f o i s  n o b le ,  o u v e r t ,  m o d este , se  p r6 se n -  
t a n t  s im plem ent e t  b ie n ;  r i 'a y a n t  n i  l e  m a in tie n  c a f f a r d  ou e f f r o n te  
des m o in es , n i  l 'a b o r d  c a v a l i e r  d 'u n  homme a  l a  mode, q u o iq u 'i l  l e  
f u t ,  m ais l 1 a ssu ra n c e  d 'u n  honnete  homme q u i sans r o u g ir  de s a  robe 
s 'h o n o r e  lui-m em e e t  se  s e n t  to u jo u r s  a  s a  p la c e  parm i le s  honnetes 
g en s . Quoique l e  P. Caton n 'e u t  pas beaucoup d 1e tu d e  po u r un d o c te u r ,  
i l  en scvait beaucoup p o u r un homme du monde, e t  n 'e t a n t  p o in t  p re s s e  
de m o n tre r  son a cq u is  i l  l e  p l a g a i t  s i  a  p ropos q u ' i l  en p a r a i s s a i t  
d a v an ta g e . Ayant beaucoup v6cu dans l a  s o c i6 te  i l  s ' e t a i t  p lu s  a t ta c h e  
aux t a l e n t s  a g re a b le s  q u 'i l  un s o l id e  s a v o i r .  I I  a v a i t  de l ' e s p r i t ,  
f a i s a i t  des v e r s ,  p a r l a i t  b i e n ,  c h a n ta i t  m ieux, a v a i t  l a  v o ix  b e l l e ,  
to u c h a i t  l 'o r g u e  e t  l e  c la v e c in .  I I  n 'e n  f a l l a i t  pas t a n t  p o u r e t r e  
r e c h e rc h e ,  a u s s i  l ' e t a i t - i l ;  m ais c e la  l u i  f i t  s i  peu  n S g lig e r  l e s  
s o in s  de son 6 t a t ,  q u ' i l  p a r v i n t ,  m algre des c o n c u rre n ts  t r e s  ja lo u x  
a e t r e  e lu  d e f i n i t e u r  de s a  p ro v in c e ,  ou comme on d i t , un des g rands 
c o l l i e r s  de l ' o r d r e . l

R ousseau  t a l k e d  Mama i n t o  l e t t i n g  him o rg a n iz e  and conduct a  m onthly 

c o n c e r t .  Mama s a n g , P a l a i s ,  Canavas and two v i o l i n i s t s  f l a y e d ;  th e  r e s u l t  

was r a t h e r  h ap h aza rd  and n o t a t  a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  b u t  Rousseau lo v ed  i t  

and d e v o ted  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  tim e  t o  i t .  The f r ie n d s  a ls o  made m usic a t  

C a to n 's .  M usic s e s s io n s  w ere alw ays fo llo w ed  by r o l l i c k i n g  su p p ers  whose 

f r i e n d ly  a tm o sp h e re , s a id  R o u sseau , a lm ost su cceed ed  in  making a  w it  o u t 

o f  him.

Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  th e  jo b  a t  th e  t a x  o f f i c e  came to  ap p ea r an u n b e a rab le  

c o n s t r a i n t .  R o u sse au 's  r e s ig n a t io n  a f t e r  e ig h t  months o f  em ploym ent, r e j e c t ­

in g  m e d io c r i ty  once ag a in  t o  d e v o te  h im s e lf  to  am b itio n s  in  w hat ap p eared  

to  h is  b e n e f a c t r e s s  to  be  a  " f r iv o lo u s "  o c c u p a tio n , was th e  o ccas io n  o f  

a n o th e r  vehem ent q u a r r e l  w ith  Mama, whose g e n t le n e s s ,  l i k e  L i t t l e  O n e 's , 

d id  n o t p r e v e n t  h e r  from lo s in g  h e r  tem p er on o c c a s io n . (We have a lre a d y

•kEbid. , p . 186.
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n o te d  t h a t  R ousseau’s c o n ce p tio n  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  does n o t  p re c lu d e  q u a r r e ls  

b u t  t h a t  t h e s e ,  betw een f r i e n d s ,  a re  o n ly  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  w ith o u t venom o r  

r e p e r c u s s io n s ,  w ith o u t a f f e c t  on th e  p ro fo u n d  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  

and b r in g in g  abou t t h e  h e ig h te n e d  em otion  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . ) P erhaps 

th e  I s a a c  R ousseaus made t h e i r  o p in io n s  h e a rd  as w e l l  on t h i s  o c c a s io n .

No p r o f e s s io n a l  m u sic ian  r e s id e d  in  Chamb£ry. T hus, s e c u re  in  h i s  

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  th e  ta x  o f f i c e  was o n ly  a  tem p o ra ry  i n s t i t u t i o n  any­

way and t h a t  he n eeded  t o  c u l t i v a t e  a  t a l e n t  by w hich he c o u ld  e a rn  an 

h o n e s t l i v in g  on a  perm anent b a s i s ,  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  l e f t  on a  u s e le s s  t r i p  to  

B esangon, w ith  th e  in te n t io n  o f  s tu d y in g  ( f o r  how lo n g  and f o r  w hat p u r­

p o se? ) w ith  V e n tu re ’ s fo rm er m usic t e a c h e r .  T h e re , he found  th e  te a c h e r  

read y  t o  d e p a r t  f o r  P a r i s ,  le a v in g  th e  g u l l i b l e  a d o le s c e n t  w ith  p i e - i n - t h e -  

sky p ro m ises  o f  f u tu r e  appo in tm en t as m u s ic ian  a t  th e  F ren ch  C o u rt. These 

t h e  boy b ro u g h t b ack  t o  Chainbery — b u t n o t  b e fo re  w r i t i n g  Mme. de Warens 

t o  a s k , in  a  s t i l t e d  f o r m a l i ty ,  f r u i t  o f  th e  q u a r r e l ,  w h e th e r o r  n o t he 

w ould be " re c e iv e d  w ith  p le a s u r e ."

The boy was lu ck y  t h i s  t im e . Mama a p p ea sed , he  r e tu r n e d  t o  h e r  house 

and began  g iv in g  m usic le s s o n s ,  f in d in g  many c l i e n t s  among Cham bgry's 

d e m o is e l le s . The tw e n ty -y e a r -o ld  m usic t e a c h e r 's  m ind , l i k e  S t .  P r e u x 's  

and h is  model A b & la rd 's , was more co n cern ed  w ith  t h e  p h y s ic a l  endowments 

o f  h is  a m ia b le , w e l l - d r e s s e d  c l i e n t s  th a n  w ith  t h e i r  le s s - im p r e s s iv e  v o c a l 

t a l e n t s  — b u t i t  m a tte re d  l i t t l e :  th e  r i t u a l  o f  m usic  le s s o n s  was no

more th a n  a  fo r m a li ty  and s t a t u s  e lem en t in  a  p ro p e r  young p r o v i n c i a l e ’s 

" f i n i s h i n g . "  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  lo v e d  h i s  work and f o r  once e n jo y ed  s o c i a l i z in g  

w ith  th e  g ra c io u s  S avoyards.

At about t h i s  t im e  — and R ousseau re a so n e d  t h a t  i t  was t o  save  him 

from  th e  p e r i l s  o f  h is  charm ing s tu d e n ts  and t h e i r  p e rh a p s  more a g g re s s iv e
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m others — Mama began t o  t r e a t  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  " l i k e  a  m an." In  th e  c ase  o f  

M ile . L a m b e rc ie r , b e in g  t r e a t e d  l i k e  a  man had proven  a  so u rc e  o f  g re a t  

d isa p p o in tm e n t. W hile Mama's case  seem s, a t  f i r s t  g la n c e ,  t o  be  th e  

v e ry  a n tip o d e  o f  th e  l a t t e r ,  i t  was i r o n i c a l l y  t o  have th e  same sad  r e s u l t .

Mama's u n in s p ir e d  s e d u c tio n  o f  h e r  p ro te g e  seems t o  b e a r  o u t th e  

e x is te n c e  o f  b o th  h e r  s e x u a l  a m o ra li ty  and la c k  o f  s a v o i r  f a i r e  and j u s t i f i e s  

th e  th e o ry  t h a t  n o t  s e n s u a l i ty  b u t a  d e s i r e  f o r  pow er o v e r h e r  men was 

b e h in d  h e r  s e x u a l  a g g re s s iv e n e s s .  R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  th e  s e d u c tio n  th u s :

Mama su d d en ly  became n y s te r io u s ly  s e r io u s  w ith  J e a n -J a c q u e s . A f te r  v a in ly  

se e k in g  th e  re a so n  f o r  h e r  ch an g e , th e  boy ask ed  f o r  an e x p la n a tio n . In ­

s te a d  o f  r e p ly in g ,  she p ro p o se d  th e y  d is c u s s  th e  m a t te r  t h e  fo llo w in g  day. 

T aking  c a re  t h a t  th e y  b e  l e f t  a lo n e ,  she  to o k  L i t t l e  One in to  th e  g a rd e n , 

w here she began a  lo n g  m o ra l h a ra n g u e . H er w hole p e c u l i a r  a t t i t u d e  so  

w o rr ie d  th e  young man t h a t  he d id  n o t h e a r  a  word she  s a id .  As soon as he 

r e a l i z e d  th e  p o in t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s io n ,  he c o u ld  on ly  co n cern  h im s e lf  w ith  

a d ju s t in g  t o  th e  id e a  o f  becom ing Mama's lo v e r .  M eanw hile, Mama was 

ram b lin g  o n , p la c in g  c o n d it io n s  on h e r  fa v o rs  to  w hich h e r  p r o te g e ,  w ith o u t 

l i s t e n i n g ,  was s y s te m a t ic a l ly  a g re e in g . Then she gave him  a  week in  w hich 

t o  th in k  i t  o v e r . On th e  day p r e s c r ib e d ,  Mama, " n e i th e r  s a d  n o r l i v e l y , "  

b u t  " c a r e s s in g  and c a lm ,"  r e c e iv e d  L i t t l e  One. "Comme e l l e  e t a i t  peu 

s e n s u e l l e , "  a s s u re s  R o u sseau , " e t  n 'a v a i t  p o in t  re c h e rc h S  l a  v o lu p te ,  

e l l e  n 'e n  a  ja m a is  eu  l e s  re m o rd s ." '1"

"Remorse" i s  th e  key w ord in  R o u sseau 's  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  Mama's s e d u c tio n . 

As he had  become accustom ed t o  l i v i n g  w ith  h e r ,  h is  e a r ly  s e x u a l  d e s i r e s

•k lb id . , p . 197* N ote R o u sse au 's  re a so n in g .
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had  weakened — th e  honeymoon was o v e r , so  to  speak  — and th e  you th  h ad  

come t o  see  h i s  b e n e f a c t r e s s  as a m other and l i t t l e  m ore. F a r  from 

d im in is h in g  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  h is  a f f e c t io n  fo r  h e r ,  Rousseau a s s e r t s ,  he  had  

n e v e r  lo v ed  h e r  more te n d e r ly  th a n  he d id  a t  th e  taoment o f  t h i s  change in  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  N o n e th e le s s , Mama's p ro p o s i t io n  had  awakened d e s i r e s  in  th e  

s e n s u a l  young man, and th e  w eek 's  d e lay  — s u f f i c i e n t  to  r e f r i g e r a t e  even  

a h e a lth i ly -a m o ro u s  s u i t o r  — se rv e d  to  b r in g  home th e  am bivalence o f  h i s  

s e n tim e n ts  tow ard  h is  b e n e f a c t r e s s :  h is  acknowledged s e x u a l d e s i r e  (a n d

th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  in d e e d , h is  " v i r tu e "  was en d an g ered  by 

e v e ry  p r e t t y  g i r l  who c ro s s e d  h i s  p a th )  b u t  a  g u i l t - r id d e n  rep u g n an ce ,

"more p a in  th a n  p le a s u r e ,"  a t  th e  th o u g h t o f  becom ing h i s  " m o th e r 's "  l o v e r ,  

" I I  n 'y  a p o in t  a d o u te r ,"  R ousseau a d m itte d , "que s i  j 'a v a i s  pu  me d e ro b e r  

a  mon bonheu r avec b ie n s e a n c e , j e  ne l 'e u s s e  f a i t  de to u t  mon co eu r.

The w ord "b ie n se a n c e "  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  h e re :  in  th e  en d , R ousseau com m itted

a k in d  o f  " in c e s t "  la r g e ly  in  o rd e r  to  av o id  h u r t in g  th e  f e e l in g s  o f  a 

f r i e n d .  (Ue s t r e s s  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  as lo n g  as R ousseau d id  n o t f e e l  h i s  

Own honor o r  freedom  was in  any way th r e a te n e d ,  he was o f  a rem ark ab le  

t a c t  in  h is  human r e l a t i o n s . )  Thus th e  o f t -q u o te d  p a ssa g e : " F u s - je

h eu reu x ?  Non, j e  go flta i l e  p l a i s i r .  J e  ne s a i s  q u e lle  in v in c ib le  t r i s t e s s e  

en em p o iso n n a it l e  charm e. J 'e t a i s  comme s i  j 'a v a i s  commis un i n c e s t e . " ^  

R ousseau l a t e r  e x p la in e d :  "Mon p l a i s i r  e t a i t  to u jo u rs  t r o u b le  p a r  un s e n t i ­

m ent de t r i s t e s s e ,  p a r  un s e c r e t  se rrem en t de co eu r que je  ne su rm o n ta is  

pas san s  p e in e ;  au  l i e u  de me f e l i c i t e r  de l a  p o s s e d e r ,  j e  me r e p ro c h a is  de 

1 ' a v i l i r . "3 R ousseau c o n fe sse d  he co u ld  only make lo v e  to  Mama by

■^Ibid. , p .  195.

2I b i d . , p . 197.

^ Ib id .  , pp . 253-1+. ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)
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im ag in in g  o;fcher women in  h e r  p la c e .

The s i t u a t i o n  was c o m p lic a te d  by th e  p re se n c e  in  th e  h o u seh o ld  o f  a  

second  lo v e r .  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  had  known " th e  f a i t h f u l  C laude A net" n e a r ly  

as long  as he had known Mama. ("C laude A net avec un h a b i t  n o i r ,  une 

p e rru q u e  b ie n  p e ig n e e ,  un m a in tie n  g rave  e t  d e c e n t ,  une c o n d u ite  sag e  e t  

c i r c o n s p e c te ,  des c o n n a issan c e s  a sse z  e ten d u e s  en m a tie re  m ed ica le  e t  

en b o ta n iq u e  . . .  "■*■) As we have s e e n ,  A net had  p ro b a b ly  become Mme. de 

W arens' lo v e r  b ack  in  S w itz e r la n d . He h a d , a p p a re n tly  th ro u g h  d e v o tio n  to  

h e r ,  d e s e r te d  c o u n try  and r e l i g i o n  a t  th e  tim e  o f  h e r  f l i g h t  t o  Savoy.

A f te r  a c a rp e n try  a p p re n t ic e s h ip  in  A nnecy, he had  tu r n e d  h is  b ack  on 

h i s  n ew ly -a cq u ired  t r a d e  and had  jo in e d  Mama's dom estic  s t a f f  as v a l e t -  

fac to tu m . This d a rk  and p a s s io n a te  jnoung man, im p e tu o u s , moody and e x p lo ­

s i v e ,  seven y e a r s  Mama's ju n io r  and s i x  y e a r s  o ld e r  th an  R o u sseau , s ta n d s  

in  th e  C o n fess io n s  as one o f  th e  most Rom antic c h a r a c te r s  o f  e ig h te e n th  

c e n tu ry  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b e s id e  P r o v o s t 's  C le v e la n d  and p r e f ig u r in g  Dumas' 

to rm en ted  A ntony. R ousseau s t r e s s e s  A n e t 's  i n s c r u ta b l e  d i s c r e t i o n  and 

im posing  g r a v i ty :  "Comme i l  e t a i t  s e r i e u x ,  m§me g ra v e , e t  que j ' e t a i s

p lu s  jau n e  que l u i ,  i l  d e v in t  p o u r raoi une e sp ece  de g o u v ern eu r q u i me 

sau v a  beaucoup de f o l i e s ; c a r  i l  m 'en im p o s a i t ,  e t  j e  n 'o s a i s  m 'o u b l ie r  

devan t l u i .  I I  en im p o sa it meme a  s a  m a J tre s se  q u i c o n n a is s a i t  son g rand  

s e n s ,  s a  d r o i t u r e ,  son in v io la b le  a tta ch e m e n t p o u r e l l e ,  e t  q u i l e  l u i  

r e n d a i t  b ie n .  C laude A net e t a i t  sans c o n t r e d i t  un homme r a r e ,  e t  l e  s e u l  

meme de son e sp ece  que j ' a i  jam a is  vu. L e n t, p o s £ , r £ f l e c h i ,  c irc o n s p e c t  

dans sa  c o n d u ite ,  f r o id  dans s e s  m a n i^ re s , la c o n iq u e  e t  s e n te n t ie u x  dans 

s e s  p ro p o s , i l  e t a i t  dans se s  p a s s io n s  d 'u n e  im p e tu o s ity  q u ' i l  ne  l a i s s a i t

1I b i d . , p. 20k,
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jam a is  p a r a l t r e ,  m ais q u i l e  d e v o ra i t  en dedans . . .  A n e t 's  unw aivering  

z e a l  and f i d e l i t y  t o  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  h i s  m is t r e s s  e q u a lly  im p ressed  R ousseau. 

N o n e th e le s s , t h e  la d  had  f a i l e d  t o  ta k e  r e a l  n o t ic e  o f  th e  s e rv a n t  u n t i l  

th e  l a t t e r ' s  a tte m p te d  s u ic id e  had b ro u g h t th e  v a l e t 's  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h is  

em ployer i n to  u n m is ta k ab le  c l a r i t y .  F o llo w in g  a  q u a r r e l  w ith  h is  m is t r e s s ,  

d u r in g  w hich  she had  in  some way in s u l t e d  h i s  te n d e r  p r id e ,  Anet had 

ta k e n  p o is o n . Mama had  found o u t j u s t  i n  tim e t o  save  h e r  l o v e r 's  l i f e ,  

b u t n o t  w ith o u t  m aking a  f u l l  c o n fe ss io n  t o  an a s to n is h e d  J e a n -Ja c q u e s .

T h a t R ousseau and C laude Anet w ere r i v a l s ,  th e n ,  in  Mme. de W arens' 

house i s  w ith o u t doubt — and , t o  R ou sseau , th e  word " r iv a l "  i s  e q u iv a le n t  

t o  th e  w ord "enem y." T his he  re c o g n iz e d  and a d m itte d : "Je  n 'a p p r i s  p o u r-

t a n t  pas san s  p e in e  que q u e lq u 'u n  p o u v a it  v iv re  avec e l l e  dans une p lu s  

g rande  i n t i m i t e  que m oi. Je  n 'a v a i s  pas songe meme §, d e s i r e r  p o u r moi 

c e t t e  p l a c e ,  m ais i l  m 'e t a i t  d u r de l a  v o i r  r e m p lir  p a r  un a u t r e ;  c e la  

e t a i t  f o r t  n a t u r e l .  "2 Having a scen d ed  t o  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  Mama's l o v e r ,  

R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  h i s  s e n tim e n ts  a t  s h a r in g  h is  m is tre s s  w ith  a n o th e r  man 

as c a u s in g  him  "une c r u e l l e  p e in e ,  t a n t  p a r  une d & lic a te s se  f o r t  n a t u r e l l e ,  

que p a rc e  q u 'e n  e f f e t  j e  . . .  t r o u v a is  [ l e  p a r ta g e ]  p eu  d igne d 'e l l e  e t  de 

m o i . A n d  what o f  A net?

N o n e th e le s s ,  R ousseau  s t r e s s e s  th e  harmony e x i s t i n g  in  th e  manage a 

t r o i s  — " a  un ion  t h a t  made us a l l  happy"^ —  w hich he a t t r i b u t e s  t o  

Mama's " e x c e l l e n t  c h a r a c te r ; "  " to u t  ceux q u i l 'a i m a ie n t  s 'a im a ie n t  e n tre  

eux" — a  pow er w ith  w hich he l a t e r  endows h is  J u l i e .  This t a l e n t ,  as

1I b i d . , p . 177.

2I b i d . , p . 178.

% b id . , p .  196.

4 b i d . , p . 178.
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ad m irab le  as i t  i s  r a r e ,  i s  th e  key to  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' and Mama's com pati­

b i l i t y ,  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  R o u sseau 's  need  f o r  p u r i t y  o r  u n iv e r s a l  a f f e c t i o n .  

W ith J e a n -J a c q u e s , a cc e p tan c e  o f  Claude Anet as Mama's lo v e r  was r a th e r  

l i k e  a  s e n s i t i v e ,  overdependen t c h i l d 's  r e lu c ta n t  a ccep tan ce  o f  th e  

s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s  he assumes to  e x i s t  betw een h is  f a th e r  and m o th e r, o r  

S t .  P re u x 's  a cc e p tan c e  o f  J u l i e ' s  and W olmar's m a rr ia g e , as th e  fo llo w in g  

r e s e r v a t io n s  i n d ic a te :  " . . .  Au l i e u  de p re n d re  en a v e r s io n  c e lu i  q u i me

1 ' a v a i t  s o u f f l e e . j e  s e n t i s  re e lle m e n t s 'e t e n d r e  a  l u i  1 ' a tta ch e m e n t que 

j 'a v a i s  p o u r e l l e .  Je  d e s i r a i s  s u r  to u te  chose q u 'e l l e  f u t  h e u re u s e , e t  

n u i s q u 'e l l e  a v a i t  b e s o in  de l u i  p o u r l ' e t r e . j ' e t a i s  c o n te n t q u ' i l  f u t  

h eu reu x  a u s s i . " ^

The r e la t io n s h ip  betw een Jea n -Jac q u e s  and C laude Anet b o re  a  s i g n i f i c a n t ­

ly  f a th e r - s o n  c h a r a c te r ,  th e n ,  w h ich , rem ark ab ly , R ousseau to o k  f o r  g ra n te d ,  

s t r e s s i n g  r a t h e r  th e  r e s p e c t  w ith  w hich th e  two men t r e a t e d  each  o th e r .

"Sans a f f e c t e r  avec moi 1*a u t o r i t e  que son p o s te  l e  m e t t a i t  en d r o i t  de 

p r e n d r e ,  i l  p r i t  n a tu re l le m e n t c e l l e  que son jugem ent l u i  d o n n a it s u r  l e  

m ien. Je  n 'o s a i s  r i e n  f a i r e  q u ' i l  p a ru t  d e sa p p ro u v e r , e t  i l  ne d e sa p p ro u v a it 

que ce q u i e t a i t  m a l."  On th e  o th e r  h an d , R ousseau c l e a r ly  f e l t  s u p e r io r  

t o  A net. The c h a r a c te r  b e a r in g  C la u d e 's  name in  th e  New H e lo ise  i s  a 

p e a s a n t ,  n o t one o f  th e  C la ren s  Happy Few. In d e e d , th e  r e a l  Claude 

Anet had  b a s i c a l l y  a  p e a s a n t 's  i n t e r e s t s  and fram e o f  m ind , la c k in g  th e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and th e  s e n tim e n ta l  f in e s s e  o f  Mama and L i t t l e  

One. Thus R ousseau d i s l i k e d  b o ta n y , A n e t 's  p a s s io n ,  and Mama's pharm a­

c e u t i c a l  p u r s u i t s ,  t o  w hich Anet d i r e c t l y  c o n tr ib u te d ;  w hereas R o u sseau 's  

own p a s s io n  f o r  m usic was an a c t i v i t y  ex c lu d in g  A net. In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  th e

•*Tbid. . p . 178. ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)

2I b i d . , p . 178.

\ l e  a re  o b v io u s ly  n o t s u g g e s tin g  t h i s  as th e  e x p la n a tio n  f o r  R o u sseau 's  
l i f e l o n g  p a s s io n  f o r  m usic .
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fo llo w in g  in c id e n t  may be  ta k e n  as sym bo lic  o f  th e  u n d e r ly in g , and in  

t h i s  case  o e d ip a l  r i v a l r y  betw een J e a n -Ja c q u e s  and C laude A net: "Q uelque-

fo is  l a  voyan t em pressee  a u to u r  d 'u n  fo u m e a u , j e  l u i  d i s a i s :  Maman,

v o ic i  un duo charm ant q u i m 'a  b ie n  l ' a i r  de f a i r e  s e n t i r  l'em pyreum e a 

vos d ro g u es . Ah p a r  ma f o i ,  me d i s a i t - e l l e ,  s i  t u  me le s  f a i s  b r t t l e r  

je  t e  l e s  f e r a i  m anger. T out en d is p u ta n t  j e  l ' e n t r a i n a i s  5. son c la v e c in :  

on s 'y  o u b l i a i t ;  l ' e x t r a i t  de g e n ie v re  ou d 'a b s in th e  S t a i t  c a lc in e ,  e l l e  

m 'en b a r b o u i l l a i t  l e  v is a g e ,  e t  t o u t  c e la  e t a i t  d £ l ic ie u x .

T h a t t h i s  r i v a l r y  rem ained  und erg ro u n d  on R o usseau ’s p a r t  i s  th an k s  

to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  e q u i l ib r iu m  re ig n e d  in  th e  t r i a n g l e  and R ousseau’s sen se  

o f  honor was in  no way th r e a te n e d  by C laude A net.

R o u sse au 's  new s t a t u s  as Mama's lo v e r  g r e a t ly  prom oted  h i s  s e n t im e n ta l  

developm ent. The h e a r t - t o - h e a r t  t a l k s  he and Mama w ould have a f t e r  

s e x u a l in te r c o u r s e  ~  th e  o n ly  p le a s u r a b le  a sp e c t o f  th e  lovem aking f o r  

Jea n -Jac q u e s  — in tro d u c e d  him  t o  th e  jo y  o f  in t im a te  h e a rt-co m m u n ica tio n . 

This came in  th e  form  o f  Mama's c o n fid e n c e s  t o  him . "Quand on s e n t  v r a i -  

ment que l e  co eu r p a r l e , "  say s  R o u sseau , " l e  n S tr e  s 'o u v r e  p o u r r e c e v o i r
A

ses  epanchem ents . . .  R ousseau h a d , u n t i l  now, t o l d  h is  " l i t t l e  s to ry "  

f o r  p u re ly  m a te r ia l  re a so n s  — t o  w in p r o te c t io n  o r  to  a v o id  pun ishm ent — 

and f o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  re a so n s  — t o  move someone to  p i t y  o r  to  r e l i e v e  him­

s e l f  o f  •unbearable g u i l t .  Now h e  was p r iv i l e g e d  t o  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  p u r e ,

1I b i d . , p . 181.

2I b i d . , p . 199.
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d i s i n t e r e s t e d  b e a u ty  o f  r e c ip r o c a l  conununication w ith  a  t r u s t e d  and be­

lo v e d  f r i e n d .  The in tim a c y  r e q u ir e d  fo r  t h i s  r a r e  e x p e r ie n c e  was t o  

p la c e  i t  o u ts id e  o f  h i s  re a c h  d u r in g  most o f  th e  rem a in d er o f  h i s  l i f e ,  

b u t  i t  was alw ays p r e s e n t  in  h is  mind and t h e r e a f t e r  h is  c o n c e p tio n  o f  

f r ie n d s h ip  d id  n o t  f a i l  t o  in c lu d e  t h i s  component.

The h a p p in e s s  in h e r e n t  in  t h i s  heart-co ram u n ica tio n  made absence  un­

b e a r a b le ,  le a d in g  R ousseau t o  abandon h is  m usic te a c h in g  t o  d ev o te  h im s e lf  

t o  th e  f u l l  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  h is  s e n tim e n ta l  l i f e .  (Any doub ts  as t o  th e  

u t i l i t y  o f  t h i s  o ccu p a tio n  a re  d i s s ip a te d  by a  re a d in g  o f  th e  J u l i e . )

" . . .  J e  n e  p e n s a i s ,  ne  s e n t a i s ,  ne  r e s p i r a i s  que p a r  e l l e , "  s a id  R ousseau 

o f  Mme. de W arens. These w ere among th e  h a p p ie s t  moments o f  h i s  

e x is t e n c e .  G o o d -h e a r te d , n a iv e ly  w e l l - in te n t io n e d  Mama d id  a l l  she 

c o u ld  t o  b r in g  h e r  two men to g e th e r .  "Combien de f o is  e l l e  a t t e n d r i t  nos 

co eu rs  e t  nous f i t  em b rasse r avec la rm e s , en nous d ia a n t  que nous e t io n s  

n e c e s s a i r e s  to u s  deux au bonheur de s a  v ie  . . .  Only a f t e r  she  became 

R o u sseau ’s m is t r e s s  d id  she sp eak  o f  h e r  re g a rd  f o r  A n e t, b u t  a t  t h a t  tim e 

she  s t r e s s e d  i t  w ith  a  c a re  s u g g e s tin g  t h a t  th e  two young m en 's r i v a l r y  

was n o t u n a p p a re n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on R o u sseau 's  p a r t .  " . . .  E l le  me 

m o n tra i t  combien e l l e  l 'a i m a i t  a f in  que je  1 'a im a sse  de m§me, e t  e l l e

a p p u y a it e n co re  moins s u r  son  a m it ie  pour l u i  que s u r  son e s t im e ,  p a rc e

2que c ' e t a i t  l e  s e n tim e n t que Je  p o u v a is  p a r ta g e r  l e  p lu s  p le in e m e n t."

R ousseau c o u ld  n o t d e te rm in e  w h e th er o r  n o t th e  im p e n e tra b le  C laude 

A net was aware o f  h is  new s t a t u s  in  th e  ho u seh o ld  (and  n o te  th e  r e s e rv e

1I b i d . , p .  201.

^I b id .  . p .  201. Note t h a t  R o u sseau 's  f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  Anet was more 
a  q u e s t io n  o f  r e s p e c t  th a n  a t t r a c t i o n .
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t h a t  p re v e n te d  him  from a sk in g  Mama) b u t f e l t  ( o r  hoped) r a t h e r  o p t im i s t i c a l ­

ly  t h a t  A net, in  h i s  g r a v i ty ,  re g a rd e d  h i s  m is t r e s s  and h e r  new young 

lo v e r  as "two c h ild re n  w orthy  o f  in d u lg e n c e ."  H ere R ousseau once more 

s t r e s s e s  h is  " in n o cen ce"  and th e  la c k  o f  re s e n tm e n t on t h e  p a r t  o f  someone 

who c o u ld  be seen  as h is  " v ic t im ,"  as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  an  a c t io n  th a t  

co u ld  be i n t e r p r e t e d  as c r u e l ly  im m oral.

Thus Rousseau d e s c r ib e s  h is  h ap p in ess  a t  t h i s  t im e :

A in s i s 'S t a b l i t  e n t r e  nous une s o c i^ te  s a n s  a u t r e  exem ple 
p e u t - § t r e  s u r  l a  t e r r e .  Tous nos voeux , nos s o i n s ,  n o s  coeu rs
e t a i e n t  en commun. R ine n 'e n  pass  a i t  au d e la  de ce p e t i t  c e r c le .
L 'h a b itu d e  de v iv re  ensem ble e t  d 'y  v iv r e  e x c lu s lv e m e n t d e v in t s i  
g ra n d e , que s i  dans nos rep as  un des t r o i s  m anquait o u  q u ' i l  v in t  
un q u a triem e to u t  e t a i t  d e ra n g e , e t  m alg re  nos l i a i s o n s  p a r t i c u l i e r e s  
l e s  t § t e - a - t § t e s  nous e t a i e n t  moins doux que l a  re u n io n . Ce qu i 
p re v e n a i t  e n t r e  nous l a  g§ne S t a i t  que nous § t io n s  to u s  f o r t  occupes. 
Maman, to u jo u r s  p r o j e t  a n te  e t  to u jo u r s  a g is s a n te  ne nous l a i s s a i t  
g u e re  o i s i f s  n i  l 'u n  n i  1 ' a u t r e ,  e t  nous av io n s  e n c o re  chacun po u r 
n o tr e  compte de quoi b ie n  re m p lir  n o t r e  tem ps. 1

R ousseau o f te n  e x p la in e d , and we have s e e n , from  th e  c a s t le -d re a m  to  

C la re n s , t h a t  he p r e f e r r e d  as l i f e - s t y l e  a  sm a ll c i r c l e  o f  f r i e n d s ,  p r e f e r a b ly  

c e n te re d  around one s p e c ia l  f r i e n d ,  t o  a  c o n ju g a l o n e - to -o n e  l i v i n g  situa*- 

t i o n .  The t in y  c lo se d  s o c i e ty ,  c o n t r o l le d  m icrocosm  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  

en v iro n m en t, p ro v id e d  th e  in tim a c y , s e c u r i ty  and e m o tio n a l f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  

m a rriag e  w ith  th e  v a r i e ty  and p e r s o n a l  freedom  n o t  n o rm a lly  found w ith in  

th e  bonds o f th e  s m a l le r ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  As was th e  c a se  w ith  

th e  id e a l i z e d  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e r ien c e s  we have th u s  f a r  ex am ined , t  h i s  l i t t l e  

t r ia h fe le  r e p re s e n ts  a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  u n i t ,  a  C o l le c t iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t ,  

w ith  w hich each member i d e n t i f i e s ,  t o  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  t h e  o u te r  w o rld .

P e r f e c t  harmony and e q u a l i ty  re ig n s  in  th e  c i r c l e ,  whose communal a sp e c t 

echoes th e  u n iso n /u n io n  f r ie n d s h ip  them e. N o n e th e le s s , t h e  f r a g i l i t y  o f  

t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w h ich , l ik e  a l l  R o u sseau 's  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  i s

1I b i d . , p . 202



192

a s t a t e  o f  mind r a t h e r  th a n  a  sum o f  moments, i s  re v e a le d  in  th e  above 

p a s s a g e ,  in  w hich  h a b i t  ( i n s e p a r a b i l i t y )  and chance p la y  a  s t r o n g  r o le  and 

c o n s t r a i n t ,  in  th e  form  o f  boredom  o r  i n t e r n a l  d is e q u i l ib r iu m , rem ains a  

c o n s ta n t  t h r e a t .

The l i t t l e  s o c ie ty  su d d en ly  came t o  an end w ith  Claude A n e t’s u n tim ely  

d e a th  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1731*. "V o ild  comment j e  p e rd is  le  p lu s  s o l id e  ami 

que j ' e u s  en to u te  ma v i e ,  homme e s tim a b le  e t  r a r e ,  en qu i l a  n a tu re  t i n t  

l i e u  d 'e d u c a t io n ,  q u i n o u r r i t  dans l a  s e r v i tu d e  to u te s  l e s  v e r tu s  des 

g rands horames, e t  a  q u i p e u t - e t r e  i l  ne manqua p o u r se  m o n trer t e l  a  t o u t  

le  monde, que de v iv re  e t  d 'S t r e  p l a c e , " 1 s a i d  R ousseau , a t  once e u lo g iz in g  

a l o s t  f r i e n d  whose q u a l i t i e s  o f  s t a b i l i t y  and ju d ic io u s n e s s  he s in c e r e ly  

ad m ired , and j u s t i f y i n g  h i s  and Mama’s r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  a  member o f  t h e '  

low er s o c i a l  s tr a tu m .

U nspeakable g u i l t  f e e l in g s  a re  sen se d  lu r k in g  b en ea th  th e  s u r fa c e  o f  

th e  C o n fess io n s  r e l a t i o n  o f  J e a n - J a c q u e s ’ f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  Claude A n e t, th e  

key t o  which i s ,  as we have s a i d ,  th e  two men’s r i v a l r y  and n o t " l a t e n t  

h o m o sex u a lity "  as has been  s u g g e s te d . A lthough awed by A n e t 's  g r a v i ty ,  

R ousseau  c l e a r ly  sc o rn e d  th e  man as a  p e a s a n t and o n ly  co nv inced  h im s e lf  

he adm ired him t o  save h is  and Mama's fa c e . At th e  same tim e  as b e in g  

f r i e n d s ,  Je a n -Ja c q u e s  and C laude w ere enem ies. T his am bivalence i s  o f  

no s m a ll  consequence in  R o u sseau 's  p sy ch o lo g y . We see  i t  t o  a  deg ree  in  

most o f  h is  m ale-m ale  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  im p ly in g  a  c o n f l i c t  betw een th e  lo v in g , 

harm onious f e e l in g s  o f  C o l le c t iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  and th e  h a t e f u l ,  d e s tr u c ­

t i v e  f e e l in g s  o f  C o m p etitiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  —  th e  h e a r t  o f  R o u sseau 's

1I b i d . , p . 205.
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m oral sy stem . R o u sseau 's  fo rem o st m oral p r in c ip l e  i s  on t h i s  s u b je c t ,  

som etim es e x p re s se d  n e g a t iv e ly  ( th e  avo idance  o f  s i t u a t io n s  w hich p la c e  

o n e 's  d u t ie s  in  o p p o s i t io n  t o  o n e 's  s e l f - i n t e r e s t s  and p re s e n t  o n e 's  own 

p r o f i t  in  a n o th e r 's  h a rm ), som etim es p o s i t i v e ly  (R o u sseau 's  p ra g m a tic  and , 

as he s a y s ,  th e  on ly  f e a s ib le  Oolden R ule: do good u n to  y o u r s e l f  w ith  th e

l e a s t  p o s s ib le  harm to  o th e r s ) .  Time and tim e  a g a in ,  R ousseau re p e a te d  th a t  

no s o c i a l  man i s  exempt from  th e  ty ran n y  o f  C om petitive  S e l f - I n t e r e s t .

O ften  a  h a s ty  o r  frag m en ta ry  re a d in g  o f  R o u sseau 's  works g iv e s  th e  im p re ss io n  

t h a t ,  when he speaks o f  " e v i l , "  he r e f e r s  t o  lo v e  o f  w o rld ly  p le a s u r e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i l l i c i t  s e x u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  These a re  in d eed  p o t e n t i a l l y  

a n t i - s o c i a l  p a s s io n s  in  R o u sseau 's  e th ic s  b u t th e  e v i l  i t s e l f  i s  C o m p etitiv e  

S e l f - I n t e r e s t ' s  c h i ld :  th e  w i l l  t o  harm a n o th e r  f o r  o n e 's  own g a in .

' t  i s  n o t a t  a l l  s u r p r i s in g  t o  f in d  C o m petitive  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  b e n ea th  

t. • s u r f a c e  o f  t h i s  o s te n s ib ly  harm onious t r i a n g l e .  We have a lre a d y  shown 

e v id en ce  o f  i t .  R ousseau was th e  f i r s t  to  re c o g n iz e  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  when 

he c o n fe s se d  h is  " v i l e  and unw orthy th o u g h t"  on th e  day a f t e r  C laude A n e t 's  

d e a th :  a  s e c r e t  jo y  t h a t  he w ould i n h e r i t  A n e t 's  c lo th in g ,  e s p e c ia l l y  th e

maniJs " b e a u t i f u l  b la c k  s u i t . "  A n e t 's  s u i t ,  y e s ,  b u t a ls o  A n e t 's  p r e s t i g e  

i n  th e  h o u se h o ld , and s e n t im e n ta l  monopoly o v e r Mama. R o u sseau 's  " v i l e  

and unw orthy th o u g h t"  w as, in  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  a  p a r t  o f  him was g la d  h i s  r i v a l  

was dead . Mama's " d e a r  and p re c io u s  t e a r s , "  he i n s i s t e d ,  w ashed th e  l a s t  

t r a c e s  o f  t h i s  v i l e  s e n tim e n t o u t o f  h i s  h e a r t .  Her t e a r s  a c t i v a te d  h is  

C o l le c t iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t ,  o r  com passion. T his to o  i s  e n t i r e l y  b e l ie v a b le :  

R ousseau  was n o t a  bad  o r  c r u e l  man: h is  a f f e c t io n  f o r  Anet ap p ea rs  t o

have been  s i n c e r e ,  and h is  psycho logy  a t t r a c t e d  him t o  th e  manage a  t r o i s .

N o n e th e le s s , a n o th e r  q u e s t io n  hangs open: a  q u e s tio n  o f  f a c t .  I t



ap p ea rs  t h a t ,  by th e  tim e o f  w r i t in g  th e  C o n fe s s io n s . a  to rm en te d  R ousseau 

f e l t  o r  fe a re d  t h a t  th ro u g h  h is  c o m p e titiv e  s i t u a t i o n  and fram e o f  mind 

he had  somehow cau sed  A n e t’s d e a th . The c o n fu s io n  o f  d a te s  in  th e  C o n fess io n s  * 

re c o u n tin g  seems t o  b e a r  t h i s  o u t .  I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t ,  in  f a c t ,  Claude 

A n e t 's  s u ic id e  a tte m p t to o k  p la c e  a  few months a f t e r  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  became 

Mama's l o v e r ,  n o t s h o r t ly  a f t e r  he had e n te r e d  th e  h o u se h o ld , as R ousseau 

r e p o r t s .  F u rth e rm o re , A n e t 's  d e a th  a y e a r  l a t e r  i s  o f te n  view ed as a  second  

s u ic id e  a t te m p t, t h i s  tim e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  s in c e  i t  was r e p o r te d  to  have come 

as th e  r e s u l t  o f  i l l n e s s  c o n tra c te d  when Anet w ent m o u n ta in -c lim b in g  to  

p ic k  " g e n ip i ,"  a m e d ic in a l p l a n t  no t y e t  grow ing a t  t h e  tim e  o f  t h e  y e a r  

in  w hich A net d ie d ,  when th e  m ountains w ere s t i l l  c o v e red  w ith  snow. Yet 

R ousseau a c tu a l ly  s t r e s s e s  t h i s  p o in t  in  h i s  C o n fe s s io n s .^  The a u th o r  a ls o  

ta k e s  to o  obvious ca re  t o  b r in g  ou t h is  own s e l f l e s s  d e v o tio n  to  A net d u r in g  

th e  l a s t  d a y s , as i f  in  a n t i c ip a t i o n  o f  some r a i s e d  eyebrow s. Even h is  

i n d e l i c a t e  s t r e s s  o f  Mama's s e x u a l p ro m isc u ity  ( a c tu a l l y  com paring h e r  to  

A sp a s ia J )  may have been g e a re d , in  p a r t ,  t o  e x te n u a te  h is  own im agined  o r  

f e a re d  r o le  in  A n e t 's  m is fo r tu n e .

We m ust th e r e f o r e  ask w h e th er R ousseau was i n  f a c t  a t  th e  r o o t  o f  A n e t 's  

s u i c i d e ,  i f  s u ic id e  i t  was. The answer i s  p e rh a p s  th e  fo llo w in g : R ousseau

may w e ll  have been a  c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c to r  t o  A n e t 's  d e a th ,  b u t ,  i f  s o ,  he 

ap p ea rs  as i r r i t a t i o n ,  n o t trau m a . I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  A n e t 's  s u i c i d a l  

ten d en cy  was p re s e n t  even b e fo re  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' e n tra n c e  i n t o  th e  p i c t u r e .  

In d e e d , th e  moody, uncom m unicative A n e t 's  s e lf - im m o la t in g  su b m iss io n  to  a 

s e x u a l ly - c o ld ,  s e n tim e n ta lly -p ro m is c u o u s , dom ineering  woman in d ic a te s  an

. . .  I I  gagna une p le u r e s ie  dont l e  g e n ip i ne p u t  l e  s a u v e r ." I b i d . ,
p . 205.
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a t t r a c t i o n  t o  m artyrdom  t h a t  h ad  n o t a w a ite d  L i t t l e  O ne 's  p re se n c e  to  

d ev e lo p . P ro b a b ly , how ever, d u r in g  th e  tim e  o f  R o u sse au 's  l a t e r  p e rs e c u ­

t i o n ,  r e p re s s e d  g u i l t  f e e l in g s  p e r t a in in g  t o  C laude A n e t, stem ming l a r g e ly  

from  unavowed i l l - i n t e n t i o n s  to w ard  h is  r i v a l ,  w e lle d  up and n e c e s s i t a t e d  

t h i s  c o n fe s s io n ,  d is g u is e d  in  a way s im i l a r  t o  th e  Em ile p a t e r n i t y -  

c o n fe s s io n . M eanw hile, and f o r  many y e a r s ,  th e  g u i l t  la y  dorm ant b e n e a th  th e  

s u r f a c e ,  as th e  man made h is  way in  th e  w o rld .

R ousseau soon p a id  d e a r ly  f o r  h is  moment o f  r e l i e f .  "Quand i l  ne f u t  

p l u s , "  he s a i d ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  h is  l a t e  f r i e n d ,  " j e  fu s  b ie n  fo rc e  de p re n d re  

s a  p l a c e ,  p o u r l a q u e l l e  j 'a v a i s  a u s s i  p eu  d 'a p t i t u d e  que de goftt . . .  J 'a v a i s  

b ie n  a b te n u  l a  m§me c o n f ia n c e ,  m ais non pas l a  meme au tb ritti.""* ' S ud d en ly , 

w ith  th e  d e a th  o f  C laude A n e t, J e a n -Ja c q u e s  R ousseau became a  man w ith  a 

g ro w n -u p 's  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :  a p e re  de f a m i l i e , so  t o  sp eak . " J 'e u s

desorm ais l 'h o n n e u r  dont j e  me s e r a i s  b ie n  p a sse  d 'e t r e  t r a i t e  . . .  en g rand  

g a rq o n ,"  he had ex c la im ed  r e g a rd in g  M ile . L am b erc ie r. He c o u ld  now re p e a t  

th e s e  w o rd s , b u t in  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  c o n te x t .  C laude A n e t 's  d e a th  

was th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  end  o f  R o u sse a u 's  c o m p a t ib i l i ty  w ith  Mama, w hich 

h a d , i r o n i c a l l y ,  a lre a d y  s to o d  th e  t e s t  o f  t im e . H is new d isc o v e ry  o f  

Mama's p re c a r io u s  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n 2 was enough t o  s p o i l  th e  young m an 's 

enjoym ent o f  th e  Rood L ife  and t o  th ro w  him in to  a  s t a t e  o f  p a n ic  and a cu te  

d i s t r e s s ;  y e t  h is  c h a r a c te r  was to o  weak t o  e n a b le  him to  curb  h e r  e x tr a v a ­

g a n t sp en d in g  h a b i t s .  She co u ld  a l l  to o  e a s i l y  c a jo le  h e r  p ro te g e  i n t o

^ I b i d , , p . 206.

2Mgr. de B e rn e x 's  d e a th  a month a f t e r  A n e t 's  c o s t  Mama h a l f  h e r  
s a l a r y .
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s i l e n c e .  " J 'e t a i s  pen  so ig n e u x , J 'e t a i s  f o r t  t im id e ,  to u t  en g ro n d an t 

a  p a r t - m o i ,  J e  l a i s s a i s  t o u t  a l l e r  coirane i l  a l l a i t . ”^ R ousseau a t t r i b u t e s  

h is  in c u ra b le  and o b se s s iv e  p en n y -p in ch in g  m ania t o  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e . He 

began  t o  ta k e  sm a ll sums o f  money from th e  h o u seh o ld  t r e a s u r y  and h id e  

them  away So Mama c o u ld n 't  spend  them . Whenever she  found them  ~  a n d , 

he s a y s ,  she  alw ays d id  — she would use  th e  money t o  buy him g i f t s .  Mama's 

f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e  made R ousseau s u s p ic io u s  o f  th e  c o n s ta n t  s tre a m  o f  " in ­

t r u d e r s "  flo w in g  in  and ou t o f  th e  house . Convinced t h a t  each  v i s i t o r  was 

o u t t o  f le e c e  h e r  (a  n o t a l to g e th e r  b a s e le s s  a ssu m p tio n ) , he c o u ld  no 

lo n g e r  rem ain co m fo rtab ly  in  t h e i r  p re s e n c e , and h i s  an g er was no lo n g e r  

a  so u rc e  o f  t e a s in g  and la u g h te r .  On v a rio u s  p r e t e x t s ,  he began m aking 

sm a ll t r i p s  th ro u g h o u t Savoy and F ran ce . He w as ru n n in g  away from h i s  

p ro b lem , c e r t a i n l y ,  b u t  beyond t h i s  h i s  a c t iv e  Sw iss p e r s o n a l i t y  was a ls o  

demanding manly n o u rish m en t. Even b e fo re  A n e t 's  d e a th ,  in  Geneva on an 

in h e r i t a n c e  m a t te r ,  he h a d , in  t h i s  s p i r i t ,  rem ained  a t  th e  C o rd e l ie r  

m onastery  nearb y  t o  en jo y  th e  company o f  i t s  c o n g e n ia l d i r e c t o r ,  a  f r i e n d  

o f  Mama's. Such d iv e r s io n s  p roved  as c o s t ly  to  th e  fam ily  t r e a s u r y  as

^ Ib id .  , p . 206.

^ E n t i t l e d  t o  i n h e r i t  a  sm a ll f i e l d ,  p a r t  o f  h is  l a t e  m o th e r 's  dow ry, 
R ousseau , as m in o r, r e q u ire d  h i s  f a t h e r 's  c o n se n t, a  fo rm a li ty  n o t e a s i l y  
acco m plished  in  t h i s  c a se . ("Mon p e re  n 'e s t  p o in t  v e n u ,"  he w ro te  Mama 
b i t t e r l y ;  " e t  m 'a  6 c r i t  . . .  une l e t t r e  de v r a i  G ascon, e t  q u i p i s  e s t  c 'e s t  
que c 'e s t  b ie n  moi q u ' i l  gasconne . . .  " C.C. I ,  No. 7 (A ugust 31» 1 7 3 3 ),
p . 20.

% o whom he c h e e r f u l ly  w ro tes  "Tout c e la  e s t  p a r f a i te m e n t  b ie n  ju sq u e s  
i c i ,  mais s a  re v e re n c e  ne vous en d e p la is e  me r e t i e n t  i c i  un p eu  p lu s  lo n g -  
tem ps q u ' i l  ne f a u d r a i t  p a r  une espece  de fo rc e  un p eu  de s a  p a r t ,  un p eu
de l a  m ienne; de s a  p a r t  p a r  l e s  m an ieres o b lig e a n te s  e t  l e s  c a r e s s e s  avec
le s q u e l l e s  i l  a  l a  b o n te  de m 'a r r e t e r ,  e t  de l a  m ienne p a rc e  que J ' a i  de l a
p e in e  a  me d e ta c h e r  d 'u n e  p erso n n e  qu i me teraoigne t a n t  de b o n tS ; e n f i n ,
Madame, j e  s u is  i c i  l e  mieux du monde e t  l e  R everend p e re  m 'a  d i t  r e s o lu -  
ment q u ' i l  ne p re te n d  que j e  m 'en a i l l e  que quand i l  l u i  p l a i r a  e t  que je  
s e r a i  b ie n  e t  duement l a c t i f i e . "  I b id .  , p . 20.
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th e  " in t r u d e r s ’ ” schem es. I n s te a d  o f  g o in g  back  t o  m usic te a c h in g ,  how ever, 

he a ttem p ted  shabby m oney-making p r o j e c t s  S. l a  d 'A ubonne, none o f  w hich 

( f o r tu n a te ly )  p a id  o f f .  In  t r u t h ,  one s e e s  R o u sseau ’s p o in t  in  r e f u s in g  

t o  s a c r i f i c e  h im s e lf  t o  Mama’s c h a r l a t a n s ,  a t  th e  same tim e  as re c o g n iz in g  

th e  g u i l t  in  h is  c o n fe s s io n :  " J e  p u is  J u r e r  que J 'e n  a u ra is  s o u f f e r t  to u s

le s  re tran ch em en ts  avec J o i e ,  s i  Maman e u t  v ra im en t p r o f i t e  de c e t t e  ep a rg n e ; 

m ais c e r ta in  que ce que j e  me r e f u s a l s  p a s s a i t  a  des f r ip o n s ,  j 'a b u s a i a  de 

s a  f a c i l i t e  pour p a r ta g e r  avec e u x , e t  comme le  c h ien  q u i r e v ie n t  de l a  

b o u c h e r ie ,  J 'e m p o r ta is  mon lo p in  du m orceau  que j e  n 'a v a l s  pu  s a u v e r ." ’1'

Such f e e l in g s  w ere augm ented b y ;ith e  f a c t  t h a t  b o th  Mama and I s a a c  Rous­

s e a u  v e re  p re s s u r in g  th e  young man t o  f in d  a  job  and e a rn  an h o n e s t l i v i n g ,  

more fo r  h is  own good th a n  f o r  t h e i r s .  The y o u th , in  t u r n ,  was sy s te m a tic a lly -  

p la c a t in g  them  w ith  s o p h is t r y  and p ro m ise s  made in  g ran d io se  r h e t o r i c  

and g re a t  g u s ts  o f  h o t a i r .  The f a t h e r  m is ta k e n ly  h e ld  th e  b e n e f a c t r e s s  

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h is  s o n 's  a p p a re n t w o r th le s s n e s s  (e v e ry th in g  stem m ing, o f  

c o u rs e , from th e  c o n te m p tib le  change o f  r e l i g i o n ) ,  which i n f u r i a t e d  R ousseau , 

by now c l e a r ly  p e rc e iv in g  th e  s e l f i s h n e s s  in  h is  f a t h e r 's  p o l ic y  to w ard  him. 

and i t s  c o n tr a s t  w ith  Mama’s n o t  alw ays w ise  b u t c e r t a in l y  s e l f l e s s  

g e n e ro s i ty .

M eanwhile, th e  young man was d o in g  as  he p le a s e d .  His p u r s u i t s  w ere  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  and he was w ork ing  h a rd  a t  them : r e a d in g ,  w r i t i n g ,  com posing,

and a  new p a s s io n :  c h e s s . He saw t h r e e  c a r e e r  l i n e s  as b e in g  open t o  him

on th e  l e v e l  h is  "honor" demanded: m u s ic , w r i t i n g  (a s  s e c r e ta r y  t o  a  n o b le )

and te a c h in g  (a s  t u t o r  t o  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c h i ld r e n ) .  Even th e s e  r a t h e r  am b itio u s

•̂C onfess ions . O.C. I ,  p .  215.
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g o a ls ,  f o r  a  man o f  h is  b ack g ro u n d , w e re , deep in  h is  h e a r t ,  co n ce iv ed  as 

on ly  s te p p in g - s to n e s  to  h i s  r e a l  a m b itio n  w hich had s lo w ly  developed  —  to  

become a  seco n d  "G rea t R ousseau" and t o  f in d  a  p la c e  in  th e  C a s t le  o f  h is  

dream s. At t h i s  p o i n t ,  te a c h in g  seemed th e  m ost fa v o ra b le  r o u te ,  and 

R ousseau f e l t  he  was s e r io u s ly  p la n n in g  fo r  t h i s  c a r e e r .  S t i l l ,  he e x p re ssed  

th e  d e s i r e  t o  spend  " th e  r e s t  o f  [h is ]  days" w ith  Mama.^

New f r ie n d s ',  now chosen from  among an  e l i t e  o f  l o c a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 

pushed  R ousseau  a lo n g  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  ( P a la i s  had l e f t  Chambery by t h i s  

t im e ,  and C aton was in v o lv e d  w ith  p e r s o n a l  m a t te r s ;  a l s o ,  R ousseau’s  

i n t e r e s t s  had  e n la rg e d  to  in c lu d e  many s u b je c ts  b e s id e s  m u s ic .)  D u v iv ie r , 

f o r  exam ple , " v ie u x  Iy o n n a is ,  f o r t  bon horame," was a  f r i e n d  from th e  t a x -  

o f f i c e  whom R ousseau  som etim es b ro u g h t t o  th e  h o u se . " I I  a v a i t  vecu  dans 

l e  monde; i l  a v a i t  des t a l e n t s ,  quelque  s a v o i r ,  de l a  d o u c eu r, de l a  p o l i -  

t e s s e ,  e t  s a v a i t  l a  m usique , e t  comme j ' e t a i s  de chambree avec l u i , nous 

nous e t io n s  l i e s  de p re fe re n c e  au  m il ie u  des o u rs  m a l-l£ c h e s  qu i nous 

e n t o u r a i e n t .1,2

F o r n e a r ly  two y e a rs  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  F ran ce  and th e  Em pire w ere a t  

w ar. As he met and co n tem p la ted  French s o ld ie r s  re s p le n d e n t in  t h e i r  

c o lo r f u l  u n ifo rm s , R ousseau became e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  F ra n c o p h ile . He re a d  

F rench  p r e - C l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  e s p e c ia l l y  B ran tS m e's Grands C a p i ta in e s . 

id e n t i f y in g  th e  l i t e r a r y  h e ro e s  w ith  th e  Frenchmen p a s s in g  in  B plendor 

b e fo re  h is  e y e s .  H is i n t e r e s t s  w ere now h u m a n is tic , and h is  o r i e n ta t io n

^■"Je veux l u i  f a i r e  g o tlte r  a u ta n t  q u ' i l  d ep endra  de moi p a r  mon a t ta c h e -  
ment a  e l l e  e t  p a r  l a  sa g e sse  e t  l a  r e g u l a r i t e  de ma c o n d u ite  l e s  f r u i t s  des 
so in s  e t  des p e in e s  q u 'e l l e  s ' e s t  donnas p o u r moi . . .  " C.C. I ,  No. 1 1 , 
R o u sse a u -Isa a c  R ousseau (end  o f  autum n, 1735)» P# 32.

2C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  pp . 108-9#
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had  c l e a r ly  r e d i r e c te d  i t s e l f  tow ard  P a r i s .

"Young and am iab le"  Savoy gentlem an F ra n g o is -Jo se p h  de C o n z ie , Count 

o f  C harm ettes and f r i e n d  and d a i ly  v i s i t o r  o f  Mama’s ,  had so m eth in g  t o  do 

w ith  t h i s  e v o lu t io n . C onzie and R ousseau became r a t h e r  w e l l  a c q u a in te d  a t  

t h i s  tim e  by th e  C oun t’s o f f e r in g  t o  become a  m usic s tu d e n t  —  p e rh a p s  a  

t a c t f u l  form o f  c h a r i t y .  Member o f  one o f  t h e  o ld e s t  Savoy f a m il ie s  o f  

m a g i s t r a tu r a l  n o b i l i t y ,  b a c h e lo r  C onzie had been  e d u c a te d  in  T o rin o  and 

had r e tu r n e d ,  in  around  1733, t o  C h arm ette s , n e a r  ChambSry, w here he l iv e d  

w ith  h is  ag in g  m o th er. R ousseau’s "m usic le s s o n s "  c o n t r ib u te d  more t o  h is  

own en lig h ten m en t th a n  t o  t h a t  o f  h is  p u p i l .  W hile n o t  a  s c h o l a r ,  C onzie 

was an e n th u s i a s t i c  b ib l io p h i l e  and au c o u ra n t o f  a l l  t h a t  was new in  t h e  

a r t s  and s c ie n c e s .  T his f r ie n d s h ip  p ro v ed  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  f a c to r  

in  R o u sse au 's  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  bo th  d i r e c t l y  and th ro u g h  th e  

in te r v e n t io n  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  V o l t a i r e ,  who seems to  have opened th e  

young man up to  c r i t i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  and to  h u m a n is tic  and l i t e r a r y  a m b itio n s . 

R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  h is  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  C onzie: "Avec de 1 ' e s p r i t ,  e t  du

gotlt p o u r l e s  b e l l e s  c o n n a issan c e s  M. de C onzie a v a i t  une d ouceu r de c a r a c -  

t e r e  qu i l e  r e n d a i t  t r e s  l i a n t ,  e t  j e  l ’e t a i s  beaucoup moi-meme p o u r l e s  

gens en q u i j e  l a  t r o u v a is .^ - La l i a i s o n  f u t  b i e n t6 t  f a i t e .  La germe de 

l i t t e r a t u r e  e t  de p h i lo s o p h ie  qu i commengait a  fe rm e n te r  dans ma t e t e  e t  

q u i n 'a t t e n d a i t  q u 'u n  peu  de c u l tu r e  e t  d 'e m u la tio n  p o u r se  d e v e lo p p e r t o u t  

a  f a i t ,  l e s  t r o u v a i t  en l u i .  M. de C onzie a v a i t  peu  de d i s p o s i t io n  p o u r 

l a  m usiquej ce f u t  un b ie n  p o u r moi: l e s  h e u re s  des leg o n s s e  p a s s a ie n t

a  t o u te  a u tr e  chose q u 'a  s o l f i e r .  Nous d e je u n io n s , nous c a u s io n s ,  nous

■^Note t h a t ,  by th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  "p o u r l e s  gens en q u i j e  l a  t r o u v a i s , "  
R ousseau adm its (a s  h is  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  th e  " in t r u d e r s "  in d ic a te s )  t h a t  he 
was a lre a d y  a  can tan k e ro u s  "b e a r"  in  s o c ie ty .
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l l s io n s  que lques nouveaut< is, e t  p a s  un mot de m usique. La co rre sp o n d en ce  

de V o l ta i r e  avec l e  P r in c e  ro y a l  de P ru sse  f a i s a i t  du b r u i t  a l o r s j  nous 

nous e n tre te n io n s  so u v en t de ces deux hommes c e l e b r e s ,  don t l ’un d e v a i t  

d-ans peu  se  m o n tre r , e t  d o n t l ' a u t r e ,  a u s s i  d e c r ie  q u ’i l  e s t  adm ire m a in te -  

n a n t f nous f a i s a i t  p la in d r e  s in ce rem en t l e  m alheu r q u i s e m b la it  l e  p o u r s u iv r e ,  

e t  q u 'o n  v o i t  s i  so u v en t § t r e  1 ' appanage des g rands t a l e n t s .  Le Princeclde 

P ru sse  a v a i t  £ te  p eu  heu reu x  dans s a  j e u n e s s e ,  e t  V o l ta i r e  s e m b la it  f a i t  

po u r ne l 'S t r e  ja m a is . L 'in te rc S t que nous p re n io n s  a  l 'u n  e t  a  l ' a u t r e ,  

s 'e t e n d a i t  a  to u t  ce qu i s ’y r a p p o r t a i t .  R ien de t o u t  ce q u 'e c r i v a i t  Vol­

t a i r e  ne nous e c h a p p a it .  Le goCtt que j e  p r i s  a  ces l e c t u r e s  m’i n s p i r a  l e  

d 6 s i r  d 'a p p re n d re  a  e c r i r e  avec e le g a n c e ,  e t  de t t c h e r  d ’im i te r  l e  b eau  

c o lo r is  de c e t  a u te u r  dont j ’e t a i s  e n c h a n te . Quelque tem ps ap re s  p a ru re n t  

s es L e t t r e s  p h ilo s o p h iq u e s : q u o iq u ’e l l e s  ne  s o i e n t  assu r£m ent pas son 

m e il le u r  o u v rag e , ce  f u t  c e lu i  q u i m’a t t i r a  l e  p lu s  v e rs  1 ' e tu d e ,  e t  ce 

gotlt n a i s s a n t  ne s 'e t e i g n i t  p lu s  d ep u is  ce t e m p s - la ." ’1’

The r e p e t i t i o n  o f  th e  w ord "we" in  th e  above p a ssag e  in d ic a te s  a  c e r t a in  

"u n iso n "  c h a r a c te r  t o  R o u sseau 's  c o n ce p tio n  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h ip ;  how ever, 

Conzie seems to  have c a l l e d  R ousseau  by th e  c h i ld i s h  " t u , "  t o  R o u sse au 's  

r e s p e c t f u l  "v o u s ,"^  p e rh ap s  a  b e t t e r  in d ic a t io n  o f  t h e i r  a c tu a l  r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip . C onzie p ro v id e d  a  sy m p a th e tic  e a r  f o r  R o u sse au 's  l i t e r a r y  a tte m p ts  

and f a c i l i t a t e d  h is  s e l f - e d u c a t io n  im m easurably  by o pen ing  h is  w e l l -  

known and w e ll- s to c k e d  l i b r a r y  t o  th e  a m b itio u s  young man, by t h i s  m a te r ia l  

means e n a b lin g  him t o  p u rsu e  h is  g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n  much f u r th e r  th a n  he 

had been a b le  to  go w ith  h i s  s tu d y  o f  m usic .

~*T b id . , pp . 2 1 3 -4 .

^See C.C. I ,  Appendix A-17» N otes c r i t i q u e s ,  p . 296 .
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Now t h a t  he  h ad  a c q u ir e d  a  t a s t e  f o r  s t u d i e s ,  R ousseau began see k in g  

l o c a l  " e x p e r t s , ” "men o f  m e r i t"  w ith  whom t o  exchange id e a s :  a r t  and

C u ltu re  f a n c i e r s ,  p h y s ic i a n s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  Chambery was a  

r i c h  h u n tin g -g ro u n d  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t :  s o c i e ty - o r i e n t e d ,  c u l tu r e d ,  t a s t e f u l ,

a l e r t  and know ledgeab le  r e s id e n ts  and v i s i t o r s  abounded. I n t e l l e c t u a l  

a c t i v i t y  was h ig h  in  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu r y  Savoy. A rt and s c ie n c e  academ ies 

and g a z e t te s  w ere p o p u la r  and l i b r a r i e s  w ere commonplace a c c e s s o r ie s  among 

th e  w e l l - to - d o .  In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  u b iq u ito u s  c l a s s i c s ,  R ousseau re a d  

v o ra c io u s ly  in  e ig h te e n th ,  s e v e n te e n th  and l a t e  s ix te e n th  c en tu ry  French 

l i t e r a t u r e  — r a t i o n a l ,  e t h i c a l  and i d e a l i s t i c .  (P io u s  l i t e r a t u r e  seems 

t o  have i n t e r e s t e d  him  o n ly  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y . ) He tu rn e d  t o  th e  I t a l i a n  

p o e ts  and an e l i t e  o f  s e n s i t i v e  F rench  w r i t e r s  (among whom " th e  te n d e r  

V o l ta i r e " )  f o r  e m o tio n a l r e l e a s e .  H is to ry  and b io g ra p h y  p ro v id e d  th e  

manly h e ro ism  in  w hich he d e l ig h te d .  The s c ie n c e s  w ere in  f a s h io n , p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y  m a th e m a tic s , c h em is try  and astro n o m y j ex p erim en ts  and e x p e d it io n s  

w ere r e l a t e d  in  th e  g a z e t t e s .  T h ese , t o o ,  he c u l t i v a t e d ,  n e a r ly  lo s in g  

h is  e y e s ig h t  in  a  la b o r a to r y  a c c id e n t when a  t e s t  tu b e  exp loded  in  h is  

fa c e . S tudy had  become a  s in c e r e  p a s s io n  —  n e i t h e r  th e  p ro d u c t o r  n o r 

e n t i r e l y  in d e p en d e n t o f  p e r s o n a l  a m b itio n .

R ousseau c u l t i v a t e d  J e a n -B a p t is te  Symond ( o r  "S im o n "), th e  Annecy 

m a g is t r a te  t o  whom V en tu re  had  in tro d u c e d  him . Dwarfed and deform ed by 

a  c r u e l  n a tu re  t h a t  was t o  e x t in g u is h  h i s  l i f e  w ith in  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,

Symond had  w it  and c u l t u r e ,  a  s o l id  background  in  m usic and a  p a s s io n  fo r  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  b r i l l i a n t ,  s u p e r f i c i a l  s a lo n  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  

th e  tim e . The t i n y  man e x c i t e d  R o u sse a u 's  e m u la tio n  by g iv in g  him news 

o f  th e  l a t e s t  e v e n ts  in  th e  glam orous R ep u b lic  o f  L e t t e r s .  "Comme i l
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c o n n a is s a i t  l e s  bons l i v r e s  e t  q u ' i l  en p a r l a i t  v o l o n t i e r s ,  s a  c o n v e rsa ­

t i o n  £ t a i t ,  non seu lem en t am usan te , m ais i n s t r u c t i v e .  . . .  I I  l o u a i t ,  

an im a it  mon e m u la tio n , e t  me d o n n a it po u r mes l e c t u r e s  de bons a v is  don t 

J ’a i  so u v en t f a i t  mon p r o f i t ,

S t i l l  a n o th e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f r i e n d  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  was a  Ja c o b in  monk, 

p h y s ic s  p r o f e s s o r  in  Chambery, whose c h em is try  ex p erim en ts  amused J e a n -  

Jacq u es  " e x tre m e ly ” and founded h i s  l i f e l o n g  i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  s u b je c t .  

C le a r ly ,  th e  fo rm er T o rin o  la ck e y  was w ork ing  h a rd  t o  make h is  own w ay, 

e x te n d in g  h is  n o w -a rd en t am b itio n  even to  th e  ch o ice  o f  h is  f r i e n d s .

As R ousseau  was f e v e r i s h ly  form ing h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  h i s  

mind and body su d d en ly  f a i l e d  him — p o r te n t s  o f  a  b le a k  f u tu r e .  He 

underw ent a  s e v e re  ne rv o u s c o l la p s e .  " . . .  Je  d £ c l in a is  a  vue d ’o e i l .

. . .  J ’a v a is  l a  c o u r te  h a le in e ;  j e  me s e n ta i s  o p p re s se : j e  s o u p i r a is

in v o lo n ta i r e m e n t , j ' a v a i s  des p a l p i t a t i o n s ,  j e  c ra c h a is  du san g ; l e  

f i e v r e  l e n t e  s u r v in t  e t  J e  n 'e n  a i  jam a is  e t i  b ie n  q u i t t e . "  "Jfy- p a s s io n s  

made me l i v e ,  and ny p a s s io n s  k i l l e d  me," 3  R ousseau d e c la r e d ,  and in d e e d  

th e  developm ent o f  h is  g en iu s  n e a r ly  k i l l e d  h im .. .  and p e rh ap s  a c tu a l ly  

d id  so in  th e  lo n g  ru n .

T his a sp e c t o f  R o u sse au 's  developm ent i s  m ost im p o r ta n t in  t h e  under­

s ta n d in g  o f  h is  p sycho logy  and human r e l a t i o n s .  The v e ry  s t r e n g t h ,  

in tim a c y  and s u b j e c t i v i t y  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  th e  r e a d e r ,  as we have 

s a i d ,  make i t  easy  t o  fo r g e t  th e  m an 's v e ry  r e a l  s i n g u l a r i t y .  To th o s e

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  1^2.

2I b i d . , pp . 218 -9 .

% b i d . , p .  219. T r a n s l a t i o n  mine.



w ith  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a n d /o r  c o n v ic t io n s  h o s t i l e  t o  h i s ,  he i s  a  m o n s te r , a  

c h a r l a t a n ,  a  madman, t o  "be h a te d  o r  p i t i e d .  E i th e r  w ay, we p a ra d o x ic a l ly  

te n d  to  Judge h is  human r e l a t i o n s  as we w ould  o u r own, t h a t  i s ,  on th e  

b a s i s  o f  norm al c h a r a c te r  and e x p e r ie n c e . R ousseau  knew i t  t o  be  o th e rw is e . 

"Moi s e u l , "  he s a id  in  a  m uch-m isunderstood  p a s s a g e . " Je  sen s  mon co eu r 

e t  Je  connais le s  hommes. J e  ne  s u i s  f a i t  comme aucun de ceux que J ' a i  

v u s ; J 'o s e  c r o i r e  n ’g t r e  f a i t  comme aucun de ceux  q u i e x i s t e n t .  S i  Je  ne 

vaux pas m ieux , au moins Je  s u is  a u t r e . " !  R ousseau  was a  g re a t  man and 

Rousseau was a  s ic k  man, and i t  i s  im p e ra tiv e  t h a t  we b e a r  b o th  in  mind in  

o u r approach t o  h is  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  I f  he s h a re d  th e  same f e e l in g s  

and i n t e r e s t s  o f  many o f  h is  r e a d e r s , h i s  p e rc e p t io n  o f  them  was e x c e s s iv e  

t o  th e  h ig h e s t  p o in t ,  l i k e  an u l t r a s e n s i t i v e  se ism o g rap h ic  a p p a ra tu s . His 

p a s s io n s  — a d m itte d ly  " n o th in g s ,"  " th e  m ost p u e r i l  th in g s  in  th e  w o rld "  — 

■Gould derange h is  e n t i r e  m achine. And e v e r y th in g  was " p a s s io n "  t o  R ousseau : 

" to u te s  le s  f o l i e s  q u i p a s s a ie n t  dans mon in c o n s ta n te  t § t e ,  l e s  gotlt f u g i t i f s  

d 'u n  s e u l  J o u r ,  un voyage, un c o n c e r t ,  un s o u p e r ,  une prom enade a  f a i r e ,  

un roman a  l i r e ,  une comSdie a  v o i r ,  t o u t  ce q u i e t a i t  l e  moins du monde 

p rem ed it£  dans mes p l a i s i r s  ou dans mes a f f a i r e s  d e v e n a it  p o u r moi t o u t  

a u ta n t  de p a s s io n s  v i o l e n t e s ,  q u i dans l e u r  ira p S ru o sit£  r i d i c u l e  me d o n n a ien t 

l e  p lu s  v r a i  to u rm e n t." ^  The v ic a r io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  m is fo r tu n e s  o f  

one o f  h is  f a v o r i t e  l i t e r a r y  h e r o e s ,  P r e v o s t 's  C le v e la n d , u p s e t him  more 

g r e a t l y ,  he d e c la re d ,  th a n  d id  h i s  own. A p erfo rm an ce  o f  V o l t a i r e ’s 

A lz i r e  so  moved him  th a t  he became b r e a th le s s  and e x p e r ie n c e d  p a l p i t a t i o n s  

° i ’ th e  h e a r t  an d , f e a r in g  fo r  h i s  h e a l t h ,  had  t o  g iv e  up th e  t h e a t r e  f o r
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a s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  t im e .

R ousseau  d e s c r ib e s  th e  d e s i r e s  and f e a r s  d ev o u rin g  him a t  th e  tim e 

o f  h is  nervous breakdow n. F i r s t ,  a  n e u r o t ic  d e s i r e  f o r  women. With Mme, de 

W arens, h is  p h y s ic a l  needs w ere s a t i s f i e d ;  y e t  he so  longed  f o r  em o tio n a l 

f u l f i l lm e n t  t h a t  he was as nervous as a  w i ld c a t .  S eco n d ly , a n x ie ty  

re g a rd in g  th e  f u tu r e .  "Ma c r u e l l e  im a g in a tio n  q u i v a  to u jo u r s ’ au devan t 

des m a lh e u rs ,"  he s a i d ,  "me m o n tra it  [ l a  ru in e  t o t a l e  de Maman] sans cesse  

dans t o u t  son exces e t  dans to u te s  ses  s u i t e s .  J e  me v o y a is  d 'av a n c e  

forcem en t s e p a re  p a r  l a  m ise re  de c e l l e  a  q u i j 'a v a i s  co n sac re  ma v ie  e t  

sans q u i j e  n 'e n  p o u v a is  j o u i r . " '1" F in a l l y ,  a n x ie ty  and e x c ite m e n t 

cau sed  by h is  s t u d i e s .  We c i t e ,  f o r  exam ple, th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  u p se t 

cau sed  by th e  s tu d y  o f  m u s ic , R o u sseau 's  g re a t  lo v e : "La musique e t a i t

consummahte p a r  l 'a r d e u r  avec la q u e l le  j e  m 'y l i v r a i s ,  p a r  l 'e t u d e  

o p in i& tre  des o b scu rs  l i v r e s  de Rameau, p a r  mon in v in c ib le  o b s t in a t io n  a 

v o u lo i r  en c h a rg e r  ma inemoire q u i s 'y  r e f u s a i t  t o u jo u r s ,  p a r  mes co u rses  
c o n t i n u e l l e s , p a r  l e s  c o m p ila tio n s  immenses que j ' e n t a s s a i s ,  p a s s a n t  t r e s

p
so u v en t a  c o p ie r  l e s  n u i t s  e n t i e r e s . "  The f e e l in g  t h a t  h is  honor and 

freedom  hung on h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  accom plishm ents gave h is  s tu d ie s  and 

a c t io n s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f e - o r - d e a t h  immediacy s u f f i c i e n t  t o  cause  him in ­

f i n i t e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  le a r n in g  and p e rfo rm in g . Where honor and freedom  

w ere co n ce rn e d , R ousseau  had  alw ays been a  b i t  p a ra n o id  and f e l t  o r  fe a re d  

t h a t  h is  e v e ry  movement was a t e s t  im posed on him by some d i s b e l i e v e r .  At 

t h i s  p o i n t ,  th e  f e e l in g s  o f  p e r s e c u t io n  show up m o stly  in  m u sic , f o r  th e  s im p le  
re a so n  t h a t  h is  s e l f - a s s e r t i o n  was m o stly  in  th e  m u s ica l dom ain. For exam ple, 

when a  group o f  c u l tu r e d  p e rso n s  in  Chambery form ed a  p u b l ic  c o n c e rt ensem ble

1I b id .  , p .  219.
2

I b i d . ,  p . 219. In d e e d , R o u sse au 's  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p e rfo rm  u n d er p re s s u re  ~  
even p re s s u re  s e lf - im p o s e d  — i s  le g e n d a ry , h i s  i n s e c u r i t y  c r e a t in g  a  m en ta l 
b lo c k  t h a t  d e r a i l e d  h is  e n t i r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p ro c e s s .  "Deux choses p resque  
i n a l i a b l e s  s 'u n i s s e n t  en moi san s  que j ' e n  p u is s e  co n cev o ir l a  m an iere : un
tem peram ent t r e s  a r d e n t ,  des p a s s io n s  v iv e s , im p e tu e u se s , e t  des id e e s  l e n te s  
a n a i t r e , e m b a r ra s s e e s , e t  qu i ne se  p r e s e n te n t  Jam ais n u 'a p re s  coup. On 
d i r a i t  que mon co eu r e t  mon e s p r i t  n 'a p p a r t ie n n e n t  pas au neme in d iv id u . Le 
s e n tim e n t p lu s  prom pt que 1 'e c l a i r  v ie n t  re m p lir  mon 5ime, mais au l i e u  de 
m 'e c l a i r e r  i l  me b rG le  e t  n 'e b l o u i t .  Je  sen s  t o u t  e t  je  ne v o is  r i e n .  Je 
s u is  em porte mais s tu p id e ;  i l  f a u t  que j e  s o is  de s a n g - f r o id  pour p e n s e r ."
I b id .  , p .  113.
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and s e le c te d  a n o th e r  m u sic ian  as d i r e c t o r ,  R ousseau  was co n v in ced  t h a t  

th e y  doub ted  th e  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  h is  c o m p o s itio n s . A com posing ass ig n m en t 

th e y  su b se q u e n tly  gave him th u s  ap p ea red  as a  t e s t  o f  h is  m u s ic a l s k i l l  

a n d , beyond t h i s ,  o f  h is  very  w orth  as a  human b e in g .

The so u rc e s  o f  R o u sseau 's  nervous c o l la p s e  w ere la r g e ly  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and c o n s tr a in t s  o f  th e  a d u l t  a t a t u s  a c q u ire d  th ro u g h  th e  

d e a th  o f  C laude A net. Now fo rc e d  t o  p e rfo rm  c o n ju g a l d u tie s  w ith  Mama, 

he was re p u ls e d  by h i s  o b l ig a t io n ,  y e t  o b sesse d  w ith  a  d e s ir e  f o r  o th e r  

women, th e  fo rb id d en  f r u i t .  R esp o n sib le  fo r  th e  h o u seh o ld , he 

s im u lta n e o u s ly  w o rr ie d  about Mama's sp en d in g  and h is  own c o s t  t o  th e  

t r e a s u r y .  G u ilt  f e e l in g s  w ere s t ro n g  in  b o th  c a s e s .  With h i s  f a t h e r ,  

w ith  th e  Gouvons, w ith  LeM altre and now w ith  Mama, Rousseau h ad  rea so n  

t o  re p ro a ch  h im s e lf  f o r  b e in g  " u n g r a te f u l ."  In  th e  fo rm er c a s e ,  he owed 

h is  b e lo v e d  b e n e f a c t r e s s  h is  s e r v ic e s ,  even th o s e  as a  lo v e r  i f  sh e  so  

d e s i r e d ,  y e t  longed  t o  avo id  t h e i r  perfo rm ance  and rg g a in  h is  freedom .

In  th e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  he  owed h e r  h is  g a in f u l  em ploym ent, even i f  i t s  f r u i t s  

w ere to  be  en jo y ed  by w h a tev er a d v e n tu re r  happened to  w ander b y ,  y e t  h is  

own s e l f i s h  am b itio n  was d r iv in g  him  t o  work a g a in s t  t h e i r  f r ie n d s h ip  

in  an in d e f in a b le  p u r s u i t  o f  g lo ry  in  w hich even  he was n o t s u re  o f  h i s  

c a p a c i ty  ( th u s  f a r  h a v in g  c o n s is te n t ly  been Judged  " u n i n t e l l i g e n t " )  and 

on w hich he was r i s k in g  e v e ry th in g  — even Mama h e r s e l f .  ( " J e  me v o y a is  

. . .  s e p a re  p a r  l a  m ise re  de c e l l e  a  q u i J 'a v a i s  co n sac re  ma v ie  . . .  " )

Thus R ousseau te m p o ra r i ly  so lv e d  h is  p rob lem  and re g a in e d  h i s  p o s i t io n  

as " c h i ld  o f  th e  fam ily "  th ro u g h  i l l n e s s .  The p e r io d  o f  ne rv o u s h y p e r te n s io n  

was fo llo w ed  by a p e r io d  o f  d e p re s s io n . " . . .  J e  fu s  p r i s  . . .  de l a  

m e la n c o lie ;  l e s  v apeu rs succeideren t aux p a s s io n s ;  ma la n g u e u r  d e v in t 

t r i s t e s s e ;  Je  p le u r a i s  e t  s o u p ir a is  a  p ropos de r i e n ,  J e  s e n t a i s  l a  v ie
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m 'ech ap p er sans l ' a v o i r  goflt&e . . .  J e  tom bai t o u t  el f a i t  m a la d e ." 1

A " p re c io u s  a t ta c k "  R ousseau l a t e r  c a l l e d  h is  d e p re s s io n s  "D y ing ,"

tw e n ty - th r e e - y e a r - o ld  Je a n -Jac q u e s  re c o v e re d  h is  p la c e  as i d o l  o f  th e

fa m ily . " [Maman] me soignai-domme Jam ais mere n ' a  so ig n 6  son e n fa n t  . . .

Suddenly  h is  problem s ap p eared  o v e r . His monopoly o f  Mama s a t i s f i e d  h is

e m o tio n a l need  fo r  lo v e  and h i s  i n s e c u r i t y  (by d i s t r a c t i n g  h e r  from th e

g e t - r ic h - q u ic k  schemes b e h in d  m ost o f  h e r  sp e n d in g ) ;  i t  to o k  th e  p re s s u re

o f f  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  so  t h a t  "approved" and " re c o g n iz e d "  by h is  f r i e n d ,  R ousseau

no lo n g e r  had t o  subm it h i s  honor t o  th e  dangerous t e s t s  o f  p u b l ic  ju d g -

me n t .  Of c o u rse  t h i s  calm was a t  th e  p r i c e  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  o r  so  he p a r t i a l l y

b e l ie v e d ,  b u t dy ing  was a  p le a s u r e  under th e s e  c irc u m sta n c e s  and he d ra in e d

i t  f o r  a l l  th e  m elancholy  i t  was w o rth .

Sans le s  in q u ie tu d e s  que j ’ a v a is  s u r  [ le ]  s o r t  [de Maman]
Je  s e r a i s  m ort comme j ' a u r a i s  p u  m 'en d o rm ir, e t  ces  in q u ie tu d e s  
memes a v a ie n t  un o b je t  a f f e c tu e u x  e t  te n d re  q u i en te m p e ra i t  l 'a m e r -  
tum e. J e  l u i  d i s a i s :  vous v o i l a  d e p o s i t a i r e  de to u t  mon e t r e :
f a i t e s  en s o r t e  q u ' i l  s o i t  h eu reu x , Deux ou t r o i s  f o is  quand j ' e t a i s
l e  p lu s  m a l, i l  m 'a r r iv a  de me le v e r  dans l a  n u i t  e t  de me t r a i n e r  a
s a  cham bre, po u r l u i  donner s u r  s a  c o n d u ite  des c o n s e i ls  j 'o s e  d i r e  
p le in s  de ju s t e s s e  e t  de s e n s ,  mais ou l ' i n t £ r § t  que j e  p re n a is  a 
son  s o r t  s e  m arq u a it m ieux que to u te  a u tr e  ch o se . Comme s i  l e s  
p le u r s  e t a i e n t  ma n o u r r i tu r e  e t  mon rem ede, j e  me f o r t i f i a i s  de 
ceux que j e  v e r s a is  au p res  d ' e l l e ,  avec  e l l e ,  a s s i s  s u r  son l i t ,  e t  
te n a n t  s e s  mains dans l e s  m iennes. Les h e u re s  c o u la ie n t  dans ces 
e n t r e t i e n s  n o c tu rn e s , e t  j e  m 'en  r e to u r n a i s  en m e i l le u r  e t a t  que j e  
n 'e t a i s  venu ; c o n te n t e t  calme dans l e s  prom esses q u 'e l l e  m 'a v a i t  
f a i t e s ,  dans le s  e sp e ra n c e s  q u 'e l l e  m 'a v a i t  d o n n £ es , j e  m 'endorm ais 
la^-dessus avec l a  p a ix  du co eu r e t  l a  r e s ig n a t io n  a  l a  p ro v id e n c e . 3

R o u sseau 's  d e s c r ip t iv e  s t y l e ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  use  o f  th e  im p e rfe c t

te n s e  t o  " p e t r i f y "  th e  s c e n e , r e v e a l  t h i s  "d ea th b ed "  s i t u a t i o n  t o  be among

h is  p r iv i l e g e d  moments.

i Th-id ., p .  221.

^ I b i d .  , p .  221.

3I b i d . , pp . 221- 2 .
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R o u sseau 's  human r e l a t i o n s  tra g e d y  — and p e rh ap s  t h a t  o f  a l l  s e n s i t iv e  

and a f f e c t io n a t e  p e rso n s  — was th e  need  f o r  one s p e c i a l  f r i e n d  among th e  

many and a  deg ree  o f  in tim a c y  and d e v o tio n  t o  w hich p r a c t i c a l l y  no human 

b e in g  i s  c a p a b le . "Le p re m ie r  de mes b e s o in s ,"  he c o n fe s s e d , " l e  p lu s  

g ra n d , l e  p lu s  f o r t ,  l e  p lu s  i n e x t in g u ib l e , S t a i t  to u t  e n t i e r  dans mon 

co eu r: c ' e t a i t  l e  b e s o in  d 'u n e  s o c ie ty  in tim e  e t  a u s s i  in tim e  q u 'e l l e

p o u v a it l ' e t r e :  c ' e t a i t  s u r to u t  p o u r c e la  q u ' i l  me f a l l a i t  vine femme

p lu t3 t  q u 'u n  homme, une amie p lu tS t  q u 'u n  am i. Ce b e so in  s in g u l i e r  S t a i t  

t e l ,  que l a  p lu s  e t r o i t e  un ion  des co rps ne p o u v a it  en co re  y  s u f f i r e :  

m 'a u r a i t  f a l l u  deux Smes dans l e  m§me c o rp s :  san s  c e la  j e  s e n ta i s

to u jo u r s  du v i d e . " 1 The p o ig n a n t h o p e le s sn e s s  o f  h i s  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e rien c e  

l i e s  in  th e  p a rad o x  b ro u g h t o u t by h is  nervous breakdow n: R o u sseau 's

s e n t im e n ta l  n e e d s , dependancy and th e  demands o f  h i s  g en iu s  made f r i e n d ­

sh ip  more v i t a l  t o  him th a n  t o  th e  av erag e  man; y e t  h is  co n cep t o f  f r ie n d ­

sh ip  im p lie d  a c e r t a i n  ty r a n n y . E q u a l i ty  betw een f r ie n d s  o f  t h i s  n a tu re  

a c h ie v e d  o n ly  a f t e r  b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  le d g e r  have been  t o t a l e d :  Rous­

se a u  was w i l l i n g  t o  become su ch  a  f r i e n d 's  " s l a v e ,"  b u t  on ly  p ro v id e d  he 

wa s , in  o th e r  w ay s, th e  f r i e n d 's  " m a s te r ,"  and even h is  p e r s o n a l  a la v e ry  

wo u ld  s to p  s h o r t  o f  encroachm ent on h is  honor and freedom . T h is  was n o t  

th e  r e s u l t  o f  some s e l f i s h  m a c h ia v e ll ia n  c h o ic e : i t  was a  p a r t  o f  h is

n a tu re  and h is  g en iu s  r e q u i r e d  i t ,  as d id  h i s  to rm e n te d  s o u l .  Mama's 

" s av in g  o f  R o u sseau 's  l i f e "  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  nervous c o l la p s e  

sy m b o lizes  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  w hich he was t r y i n g  t o  fo rc e  h e r  t o  commit 

h e r s e l f .  By g iv in g  him  l i f e ,  sh e  became h i s  "m o th e r ,"  th u s  becom ing 

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h im : a  p a r e n t - c h i ld  form  o f  r e c ip r o c a l  bondage w hich th e

1I b i d .  , p . UlU.
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young man t h e r e a f t e r  c o n s i s t e n t ly  made i t  a  p o in t  t o  s t r e s s  in  h i s  r e l a ­

t io n s  w ith  h is  b e n e f a c t r e s s .  T h is ,  th e n ,  i s  R o u sseau 's  p e r s o n a l  f r ie n d s h ip  

t r a g e d y :  as d e a r ly  and t r u l y  as he lo v e d  Mama, he was d r iv e n  by p e r s o n a l

needs t o  t r y  t o  e n s la v e  h e r .  Y e t, as we have s e e n , Mama's h a p p in e ss  la y  

in  p r e c i s e ly  th e  o u ts id e  i n t e r e s t s  R ousseau was s y s te m a t ic a l ly  t r y i n g  t o  

e l im in a te :  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  h e r  v i s i t o r s ,  h e r  sp e n d in g , h e r  money-making

s c h e m e s .. .  The f la m e , in  t h i s  c a s e ,  was a t t r a c t e d  t o  th e  m oth , and s in c e  

th e  inoth was t o  p ro v e  th e  s t r o n g e r  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  tw o , she e v e n tu a l ly  

won th e  e n c o u n te r  by f l u t t e r i n g  away. R o u sseau 's  f r ie n d s h ip  h a p p in e ss  w ith  

Mama, t h e n ,  l a s t e d  on ly  d u rin g  th e  s h o r t  tim e  in  which he was a b le  t o  m ain­

t a i n  h i s  monopoly o v e r h e r .

We must exam ine t h e i r  new r e l a t i o n s h ip :

S ' i l  y a  dans l a  v ie  un s e n tim e n t d e l i c i e u x ,  c 'e s t  c e lu i  que nous 
eprouvSmes d 'S t r e  rendus l 'u n  a  l ' a u t r e .  N o tre  a tta ch e m e n t m u tue l 
n 'e n  augm enta p a s ,  c e la  n 'S t a i t  pas p o s s ib l e ;  mais i l  p r i t  j e  ne  s a i s  
quoi de p lu s  in t im e ,  de p lu s  to u c h a n t dans s a  g rande s im p l i c i t y .  Je  
d ev en a is  t o u t  a  f a i t  son o e u v re , to u t  a  f a i t  son e n fa n t  e t  p lu s  que 
s i  e l l e  e u t  e t£  ma v r a ie  m ere. Nous commengames, sans y s o n g e r ,  a  ne  
p lu s  nous s e p a r e r  l 'u n  de l ' a u t r e ,  a  m e ttre  en que lque  s o r t e  t o u t e  
n o t r e  e x is te n c e  en commun, e t  s e n ta n t  que rec ip ro q u em en t nous nous 
e t io n s  non seu lem en t n e c e s s a i r e s  m ais s u f f i s a n t s ,  nous nous a c c o u tu -  
m§mes a  ne p lu s  p e n se r  a  r i e n  d 'e t r a n g e r  a  n o u s , a  b o m e r  abso lum ent 
n o tr e  bonheur e t  to u s  nos d e s i r s  a  c e t t e  p o s s e s s io n  m u tu e lle  e t  p e u t-  
§ t r e  un ique  parm i le 3  hum ains, q u i n ' e t a i t  p o in t ,  comme j e  l ' a i  d i t ,  
c e l l e  de l 'a m o u r ;  m ais une p o s s e s s io n  p lu s  e s s e n t i e l l e  q u i ,  san s  
t e n i r  aux s e n s ,  au s e x e ,  a l '§ .g e ,  a  l a  f ig u r e  t e n a i t  a  t o u t  ce p a r  
qu o i l 'o n  e s t  s o i ,  e t  q u 'o n  ne p e u t p e rd re  q u 'e n  c e s s a n t  d 'e t r e .

The e x q u i s i t e  s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  t h i s  p a ssa g e  r e q u ir e s  no e x p l i c a t io n .

We m ere ly  p o in t  o u t t h a t  i t  c o n ta in s  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  ach ievem ent

° f  a  s t a t e  o f  "u n io n "  w ith  Mama.2 (W ith C ousin Abraham B e rn a rd , th e r e

had o n ly  been  " u n is o n ,"  th e  r e q u ir e d  in tim acy  and "syng>athy o f  s o u ls "  —

-k t b i d . , p . 222.

^C f. ( d e s c r ib in g  h is  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  Mama d u rin g  th e  C harm ettes  i d y l l  
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r )  " . . .  m e  s o c ie te  a u s s i  l i b r e  que d o u ce , s i  l 'o n  p e u t 
donner l e  nom de s o c ie te  a  m e  a u s s i  p a r f a i t e  un ion  . . .  " I b i d . , p . 235* 
( i t a l i c s  m in e .)



w hich R ousseau re g a rd ed  w ith  n e a r -P re v o s t ia n  f a t a l i t y ,  as b e g in n in g  

w ith  sympathy and d ev e lo p in g  th ro u g h  fo r tu n e  and h ap p en stan ce  ~  h av in g  

been a b s e n t . ) T his new p i c tu r e  i s  a ch ie v e d  in  th e  above p a ssa g e  w ith  

t e c h n i c a l  v i r t u o s i t y :  The f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  p a ssa g e  te n d s  t o  oppose th e

" je "  and th e  " e l l e "  ( " l 'u n " / " l 'a u t r e , "  " j e  d e v e n a is /son o e u v re ,"  e t c . )  

u n t i l  th e  c e n t r a l  a f f i r m a t io n  o f  t h e i r  fu s io n  ("Nous commengSmes, san s  y 

s o n g e r , a ne p lu s  nous s e p a r e r  l 'u n  de l ' a u t r e ,  el m e ttr e  en q u e lq u e  s o r t e  

to u te  n o tr e  e x is te n c e  en commun . . .  " ) ,  a f t e r  w hich on ly  th e  pronoun "nous" 

i s  u sed  — a c tu a l ly  s t r e s s e d  —  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  N ote a ls o  

th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  i n s e p a r a b i l i t y  and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  n e c e s sa ry  t o  a  

t r u e  R ousseauesque f r i e n d s h ip ,  m aking p o s s ib le  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 's  e x is te n c e  

as a  m oral e n t i t y  o f  C o l le c t iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  ( th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  b o th  

in d iv id u a ls  w ith  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 's  t o t a l i t y ,  n e c e s s a ry  t o  e l im in a te  any 

f e e l in g s  o f  c o m p e t i t io n ) , as w e l l  as th e  a fo re m e n tio n ed  pygm alion image 

o f  R o u sseau 's  b e in g  Mama's "w ork ,"  h e r  " c h i l d . "

H ere f a l l s  th e  " s h o r t  and p re c io u s  i n t e r v a l "  known as th e  C harm ettes 

I d y l l  ~  o n ly  a  few weeks lo n g , as p r o s a ic  s o u ls  s c o f f  w ith  s u p e r io r i t y .  

(D ates a re  con fused  in  R o u sse au 's  t e l l i n g  o f  th e  t a l e ,  b u t s c h o la r s  have 

d e te rm in ed  t h a t  th e  i d y l l  to o k  p la c e  d u r in g  th e  summer o f  1736, when 

R ousseau was tw e n ty -fo u r  and Mama th i r t y - s e v e n .  Mama and R ousseau may a ls o  

have sp e n t a  s h o r t  tim e  a t  th e  C harm ettes in  t h e  summer and f a l l  o f  1735, 

how ever.) Back from h is  b a t t l e  w ith  D e a th , R ousseau  was s t i l l  l i s t l e s s  

8113 f e v e r i s h .  T ire d  o f  Mama's d a rk  and d re a ry  house  in  w hich even t h e i r  

p re se n c e  to g e th e r  was " sad "  (n o te  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  s e t t i n g ) ,  

L i t t l e  One ta lk e d  h is  b e n e f a c t r e s s  i n to  sp en d in g  th e  summer w ith  him in
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th e  co u n try . She r e n te d  a  c o t ta g e  in  C o n z ie 's  coun ty  o f  "C h a rm e tte s ."

R ousseau’ s h a p p in e ss  a t  C harm ettes  was n o t ,  s t r i c t l y  sp e a k in g , f r ie n d ­

s h i p 's  ( th u s  th e  r e c u r r in g  " j e "  in  h is  a tte m p ts  t o  d e s c r ib e  i t ) ,  b u t 

f r i e n d s h ip 's  jo y s  w ere a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  i t ,  and f r ie n d s h ip  was c e r t a in l y  

n e c e ssa ry  t o  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  H appiness i s  i n d e s c r ib a b le ,  say s  R ousseau , 

because  i t  i s  a  perm anen t s t a t e .  The C harm ettes h a p p in ess  c o n s is te d  o f  

a  com bination  o f  f r i e n d s h ip ,  communion w ith  n a t u r e ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x e r c i s e s ,  

c r e a tu r e  com forts  and en joym ent o f  th e  s e l f  by means o f  d o lc e  f a r  n i e n t e . 

en jo y ed  in  s e lf - im p o s e d  r o u t in e  s p ic e d  w ith  v a r i e ty  and w ith  t o t a l  freedom  

from c o n s t r a in t .

In  th e  fo llo w in g  p a s s a g e ,  a lth o u g h  R ousseau  speak s o f  h is  own in d iv id u a l

h a p p in e s s , we se n se  h is  f e e l i n g  o f  Mama's t a c i t  r e c o g n i t io n  and a p p ro v a l in

th e  s e c u r i ty  w ith  w hich he quenches h i s  t h i r s t  from th e  o v e rflo w in g  cup.

( i t  goes w ith o u t s a y in g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n o th e r  o f  R o u sse au 's  p r ig i le g e d

moment d e s c r ip t i o n s . )

Je  me le v a i s  avec l e  s o l e i l  e t  j ’e t a i s  h eu reu x ; j e  me prom enais e t  
j ' e t a i s  h e u re u x , j e  v o y a is  Maman e t  j ' e t a i s  h e u re u x , j e  l a  q u i t t a i s  
e t  j ' e t a i s  h e u re u x , j e  p a r c o u ra is  l e s  b o i s ,  l e s  c b te a u x , j ' e r r a i s  
dans le s  v a l lo n s ,  j e  l i s a i s ,  j ' e t a i s  o i s i f ,  j e  t r a v a i l l a i s  au J a r d in ,  
je  c u e i l l a i s  l e s  f r u i t s ,  j ' a i d a i s  au m enage, e t  l e  bonheur me s u i v a i t  
p a r to u t ;  i l  n ' e t a i t  dans aucune chose a s s ig n a b le ,  i l  e t a i t  t o u t  en 
moi-mgme, i l  ne p o u v a it  me q u i t t e r  un s e u l  i n s t a n t . !

In  th e  fo llo w in g  p a s s a g e ,  in  w hich h a p p in e ss  i s  a n a ly z e d , we see  th e

l e i s u r e l y  a l t e r n a n c e ,  ebb and f lo w , betw een p e r s o n a l ,  p r iv a t e  e x is te n c e

(P rim ary  S e l f - I n t e r e s t )  and common, ex p an s iv e  e x is te n c e  (C o l le c t iv e  S e l f -

I n t e r e s t ) .  (To b r in g  o u t t h i s  a l t e r n a n c e ,  we have i t a l i c i z e d  th e  " je "  and

"nous" pronouns and a d je c t iv e s  and s e p a ra te d  th e  segm ents w ith  double

s la s h -m a rk s .)

l l b i d . , p .  226.
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J e  me le v a i s  to u s  l e s  m atin s  a v an t l e  s o l e i l .  J e  m o n ta is  p a r  
un v e rg e r  v o is in  dans tin t r e s  j o l i  chem in. . . .  La to u t  en me prom enant 
j e  f a i s a i s  ma p r i e r e ,  qu i ne c o n s is t  a i t  pas en un v a in  b a lb u tie m e n t 
de l e v r e s , mais dans une s in c e r e  E le v a tio n  de co eu r & 1 ' a u te u r  de 
c e t t e  a im ab le  n a tu r e  d o n t l e s  b e a u t^ s  e t a i e n t  sous mes yeux . . . .  Je
re v e n a is  en me p ro m en an t, p a r  un a s s e z  g rand  t o u r ,  occupe con-
s i d e r e r  avec i n t £ r § t  e t  v o lu p t£  l e s  o b je ts  cham pStres dont J ^ e j ta i s  
e n v iro n n ^ , l e s  s e u ls  d o n t l ' o e i l  e t  l e  co eu r ne se  l a s s e n t  ja m a is .
J e  r e g a r d a i s  de lo in  s ' i l  S t a i t  j o u r  chez Maman; quand ^  v o y a is  son 
c o n tre v e n t  o u v e r t ,  ^ e  t r e s s a i l l a i s  de j o i e  e t  J 'a c c o u r a i s .  S ' i l  
e t a i t  fermS j_ 'e n t r a i s  au J a r d in  en a t te n d a n t  q u 'e l l e  f u t  £ v e i l l e e ,  
m 'am usant a  r e p a s s e r  ce que J J a v a is  a p p r is  l a  v e i l l e  ou a  j a r d i n e r .
Le c o n tre v e n t s 'o u v r a i t ;  j / a l l a i s  l 'e m b r a s s e r  dans son l i t  so u v en t 
e n co re  a  m o it ie  en d o rm ie , e t  c e t  em brassem ent a u s s i  p u r  que te n d re  
t i r a i t  de son in n o cen ce  m§me un charme q u i n ' e s t  Jam ais j o i n t  a  l a  
v o lu p te  des s e n s . / /

Nous d £ jeu n io n s  o rd in a ire m e n t avec du c a fe  au l a i t .  C 'e t a i t  
l e  temps de l a  Jo u m ee  oil nous e t io n s  l e  p lu s  t r a n q u i l l e s ,  oil nous
c au s io n s  l e  p lu s  a  n o t r e  a i s e .  . . .  Aprils une h eu re  ou deux de c a u s e r ie ,
/ /  J ^ 'a l l a i s  a mes l i v r e s  J u s q u 'a u  d in e r .  . . .

A vant m idi Je_ q u i t t a i s  mes l i v r e s ,  e t  s i  l e  d in e r  n ' e t a i t  pas 
p r e t ,  j _ 'a l l a i s  f a i r e  v i s i t e  It mes amis l e s  p igeons ou t r a v a i l l e r  au 
j a r d i n  en a t te n d a n t  l 'h e u r e .  Quand Je  m 'e n te n d a is  a p p e le r  j / a c c o u r a i s  
f o r t  c o n te n t ,  e t  muni d 'u n  g rand  a p p e t i t .  . . .  / /  Nous d ln io n s  t r e s  
a g re a b le m e n t, en c a u sa n t de nos a f f a i r e s  en a t te n d a n t  que Maman pQt 
m anger. Deux ou t r o i s  f o i s  l a  sem aine quand i l  f a i s a i t  b e a u , nous 
a l l i o n s  d e r r i e r e  l a  m aison p re n d re  l e  c a fe  dans un c a b in e t f r a i s  e t  
t o u f f u  que j 'a v a i s  g a rn i  de h o u b lo n , e t  q u i nous f a i s a i t  g ran d  p l a i s i r  
d u ra n t l a  c h a le u r ;  nous p a s s io n s  l a  une p e t i t e  h eu re  a  v i s i t e r  nos 
leg u m es, nos f l e u r s . ‘ a  des e n t r e t i e n s  r e l a t i f s  a  n o t r e  m an iere  de 
v iv r e  e t  q u i nous en f a i s a i e n t  mieux goQ ter l a  douceu r. / /  ^ J 'a v a is  
une a u t r e  p e t i t e  f a m il le  au b o u t du j a r d i n :  c 'e t a i e n t  des h b e i l l e s .
J e  ne m anquais g u e re , e t  so u v en t Maman avec moi d 'a l l e r  l e u r  re n d re  
v i s i t e  . . .

J e  r e to u m a is  a  mes l i v r e s :  m ais mes o ccu p a tio n s  de l 'a p r e s -
m id i d e v a ie n t moins p o r t e r  l e  nom de t r a v a i l  e t  d 'e tu d e  que de r e ­
c r e a t io n s  e t  d 'am u sem en t.1

The s e n s u a l  v a r i e ty  in h e re n t  in  J e a n -Ja c q u e s1 h ap p in ess  and th e  d e l ig h t  

o f  m u tu a l enjoym ent a re  p a r t  o f  th e  d e s c r ip t io n :  "Des d in e rs  f a i t s  s u r

l 'h e r b e  a  M ontagno le , des so u p e rs  sous l e  b e rc e a u , l a  r e c o l t e  des f r u i t s ,  

l e s  v e n d an g e s , l e s  v e i l l e e s  a t e i l l e r  avec nos g e n s , to u t  c e la  f a i s a i t

J-Ib id . , pp . 236- ^ 0 .
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po u r nous a u ta n t de fS te s  a u x q u e lle s  Maman p r e n a i t  l e  m§me p l a i s i r  que m o i."^  

H eart-com m unication  ( th e  on ly  charm o f  t h e i r  lovem aking) ap p ea rs  in  th e  

C harm ettes h ap p in ess  d u rin g  s o l i t a r y  w alks w ith  Mama. R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  

a  charm ing d ay -lo n g  h ik e  th e y  made to g e th e r  d u r in g  w hich he was s t r u c k  by 

th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  f o r  once in  h is  l i f e ,  h i s  dream  o f  h a p p in e ss  had  come t r u e .

A f i n a l  to u c h in g  p a ssag e  r e v e a ls  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  e a r n e s t ly  a t te m p tin g  

t o  p e rsu ad e  Mama t o  lo v e  th e  f lo w e re d  cage i n t o  w hich  he had e n t ic e d  h e r :

"Une chose c o n t r ib u a i t  a . . .  re n d re  [mes jo u r s ]  p lu s  a g re a b le s ;  c ' e t a i t  l e  

s o in  de n o u r r i r  son goQt p o u r  l a  campagne p a r  to u s  l e s  amusements que J 'y  

p o u v a is  ra sse m b le r . En l u i  f a i s a n t  a im er son j a r d i n ,  s a  b a s s e - c o u r ,  ses  

p ig e o n s , se s  v a c h e s , j e  m 'a f f e c t io n n a is  moi-m§me a  t o u t  c e la  . . .  "2

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  i t  was d u rin g  th e  C harm ettes  i d y l l  t h a t  R o u sseau 's  hypo­

c h o n d ria  began . The nervous breakdown had  b ro u g h t him i n t o  t h i s  new phase 

o f  h i s  e x is te n c e  w hich had begun w ith  C laude A n e t 's  d e a th  and R o u sseau 's  

consequen t e n try  i n to  ad u lth o o d . H is in t r o d u c t io n  t o  ex tra< -dom estic  

s o c ie ty  h a d , we have rem arked , come so  l a t e  as t o  c o in c id e  w ith  h is  i n t r o ­

d u c tio n  t o  s e x u a l i t y ,  b o th  o f  w hich c r i t i c a l  moments had been t ra u m a tic  

in  h is  l i f e .  Now he became p re m a tu re ly  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  c o n c re te  

i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  h is  e v e n tu a l d e a th . He had  n e v e r  f u l l y  re c o v e re d  from 

h is  nervous d i s o r d e r s ,  to  w hich had  been  added v a r io u s  d ig e s t iv e  c o m p la in ts . 

One d a y , w ith  no w a rn in g , th e y  f l a r e d  up a g a in  w ith  renew ed v ig o r .  A 

"sudden re v o lu tio n "  to o k  p la c e  in  h is  body. "Mes a r t e r e s  se  m ire n t a

^ I b id . , p . 2kb,  C f, th e  r o le  o f  th e  h a rv e s t  f e s t i v a l  in  th e  New H e lo ise .

2I b i a . , p . 231.
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b a t t r e  d 'u n e  s i  g rande fo r c e  que non se ttlem en t Je s e n ta i s  l e u r  b a t te m e n t ,

m ais que Je  l 'e n t e n d a i s  m§me , . .  Un g ran d  b r u i t  d 'o r e i i l e s  se  J o ig n i t  a

c e la  . . .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  R ousseau p a n ic k e d , co nv inced  a g a in  t h a t

he was dy in g . A f te r  w a i t in g  f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks and s e e in g  n o th in g  new

h ap p en in g , he resum ed h i s  no rm al l i f e - s t y l e ,  b u t th e  w h i t t l i n g  and th ro b b in g

so u n d s, he s a i d ,  rem ained  and he th e n c e f o r th  s u f f e r e d  from  in som nia .

T h e r e a f te r ,  R ousseau  c o n s id e re d  h im s e lf  an i n v a l i d ,  showing a  m orbid

concern  f o r  h is  h e a l th  an d , by th e  same to k e n , a  new , v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  in

r e l i g io n .  So f a r ,  he had  been a  p r a c t i c i n g  b u t t e p id  C a l v i n i s t ,  th en  a

p r a c t i c i n g  b u t t e p i d  C a th o l ic .  Now, f t i th  each  day seen  as p e rh ap s  h is  l a s t ,

th e  concept o f  s a lv a t io n  to o k  on i t s  f i r s t  r e a l  im m ediacy. (We have seen

enough o f  h is  g u il t-c o m p le x  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  t h i s . )  H e re , Mama came in  w ith

h e r  second g re a t  in f lu e n c e  on R ousseau . H er s e re n e  b e l i e f  ( th e  r e s u l t  o f

ch ild h o o d  c o n n ec tio n s  w ith  Sw iss P i e t i s t  F ran g o is  Magny) in  a  lo v in g ,

f a th e r ly  God who would n o t  f o r g e t  th e  l e a s t  o f  h is  c h i ld re n  (b o th  th e

C a th o lic  and th e  C a lv in i s t  c h u rc h e s , on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  p re a ch e d  th e  d o c tr in e

o f  O r ig in a l  S in ) ;  h e r  view  o f  C h r is t  as an exam ple t o  te a c h  men to  lo v e

God and each  o th e r ;  h e r  sp o n tan eo u s  g e n e r o s i ty  and s im p l ic i ty  o f  h e a r t ,  in

p e r f e c t  co n fo rm ity  w ith  C h r i s t i a n  m o r a l i ty ,  n o t o n ly  shaped  R o u sse au 's  own

r e l ig io u s  c o n v ic t io n s  b u t  s te a d ie d  him in  a  moment o f  g r e a t  c r i s i s .  T h is ,

t o o ,  a f f e c te d  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p :

T rouvant en e l l e  to u te s  l e s  maximes don t J 'a v a i s  b e so in  p o u r  g a r a n t i r  
mon 3me des t e r r e u r s  de l a  m ort e t  de s e s  s u i t e s ,  Je  p u i s a i s  avec 
s £ c u r i t£  dans c e t t e  so u rc e  de c o n f ia n c e . J e  m 'a t ta c h a is  a  e l l e  p lu s  
que Je  n 'a v a i s  Jam ais  f a i t ;  J 'a u r a i s  v o u lu  t r a n s p o r t e r  t o u t  en e l l e  
ma v ie  que J e  s e n t a i s  p r S te  a  m 'abandonner. De ce redoublem ent d 'a t -  
tachem ent p o u r e l l e ,  de l a  p e r s u a s io n  q u ' i l  me r e s t  a i t  peu  de temps

xI b i d . , p .  227.
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a  v i v r e ,  de ma p ro fo n d e  s S c u r i te  s u r  mon s o r t  ^ v e n i r ,  r £ s u l t a i t  un 
£ t a t  h a b i tu e l  t r e s  ca lm e, e t  s e n s u e l  meme, en «e q u 'a m o r t is s a n t  
to u te s  l e s  p a s s io n s  q u i p o r te n t  au lo in  nos c r a in te s  e t  nos e sp ira n c e s  
i l  me l a i s s a i t  j o u i r  san s  in q u ie tu d e  e t  sans t r o u b le  du peu  de jo u rs  
q u i m 'e t a i e n t  l a i s s e s . l

Upon h i s  r e tu r n  t o  Chambiry in  th e  f a l l ,  R ousseau p la y e d  th e  r o le  o f  

" s h u t - in "  f o r  a  w h ile  b u t l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  opened h im s e lf  up to  s o c ie ty  and 

began s e e in g  p e o p le ,  e s p e c ia l l y  C o n z ie , h is  "h ero "  o f  th e  p e r io d .  At 

C o n z ie 's  exam ple , R ousseau added t o  th e  l i b r a r y  he was form ing (more 

expenses f o r  Mama). H ypochondria  had n o t in te r r u p t e d  h is  am b itio u s  s tu d y  

sch e d u le  b u t  had a c tu a l ly  c o n tr ib u te d  t o  i t .  He "devoured" J a n s e n i s t  and 

O ra to r ia n  w r i t i n g s ,  b u t ,  he s a i d ,  t h e i r  p o r te  e t r o i t e  pessim ism  "o v e r­

whelmed" h im , c au s in g  him moments o f  a c u te  a n x ie ty  cau sed  by a " t e r r o r  o f  

H e l l . M a m a ' s  and h is  J e s u i t  c o n fe s s o r ,  "good and w ise  o ld  man," 

r e a s s u re d  h im , as d id  a  com pulsive a c t  ~  th e  to s s in g  o f  a  s to n e  a g a in s t  

a  t r e e  t r u n k ,  "w ith  a t r e m b lin g  hand and h o r r ib le  b e a t in g  o f  th e  h e a r t"  — 

a f t e r  w h ic h , he a s s u re s  us n o t q u i te  c o n v in c in g ly , he n e v e r r  doubted  h is
l v

s a lv a t io n .  (We ag a in  p o in t  o u t R o u sse au 's  u t t e r  dependency on b e l i e f  in  

a  lo v in g ,  f a th e r ly  God to  m a in ta in  h is  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e q u il ib r iu m  in  th e  

V a n e y  o f  th e  Shadow o f  D e a th .)

In  im i ta t io n  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l  p h y s ic ia n ,  a  man he g r e a t ly  l ik e d  and ad­

m ired  ("honnS te  homme, homme d 'e s p r i t ,  g rand  C a r te s ie n ,  qu i p a r l a i t  a sse z  

b ie n  du system e du monde, e t  don t l e s  e n t r e t i e n s  a g re a b le s  e t  i n s t r u c t i f s

l l h i a . , p . 231.

2The fo llo w in g  C harm ettes p ra y e r  r e v e a ls  t o  w hat e x te n t  th e  f e e l in g  o f 
g u i l t  p e rv ad ed  R o u sseau 's  s e lf - im a g e s  "0 mon D ieu , pardonnez  to u s  l e s  
peches que j ' a i  commis j u s q u 'a  ce j o u r ,  to u s  l e s  egarem ents oii Je  s u is  
tom b£; d a ig n ez  a v o ir  p i t i e  de mes f a i b l e s s e s ,  d a ig n ez  d e t r u i r e  en moi to u s  
le s  v ic e s  oii e l l e s  m 'o n t e n t r a in ^ .  Ma co n sc ien ce  me d i t  combien j e  s u is  
c o u p a b le , j e  sen s  que to u s  l e s  p l a i s i r s  que m essp assio n s  m 'a v a ie n t r e p re ­
s e n te  dans 1 ' abandon de l a  s a g e s s e ,  s o n t devenus p o u r  moi p i r e s  que 1 ' i l l u ­
s i o n ,  e t  q u ' i l s  s e  s o n t changes en d 'o d ie u s e s  am ertum es; Je  sen s  q u ' i l  n 'y
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me v a lu r e n t  m ieux que to u te s  se s  o rdonnances”^ ) , R ousseau s tu d ie d  m edic ine  

and s c ie n c e  in  a d d i t io n  to  h is  o th e r  i n t e r e s t s .  The fo rm er p ro v ed  to o  up­

s e t t i n g  t o  th e  young man, who p r e d ic ta b ly  b e l ie v e d  h im s e lf  s u f f e r in g  from 

ev e ry  d is e a s e  he s tu d ie d .  H is nervous d e p re s s io n  c o n tin u e d : he was p a le

and t h i n ,  h e a rd  sounds in  h is  e a r s ,  had  h e a r t  p a l p i t a t i o n s ,  s h o r tn e s s  o f  

b r e a th ,  d iz z in e s s  and m e la n d p lia : " le s  p le u r s  que j e  v e r s a i s  so u v en t sans

r a is o n  de p l e u r e r ,  l e s  f r a y e u rs  v iv e s  au b r u i t  d ’une f e u i l l e  ou d ’un o is e a u ;  

l ' i n e g a l i t e  d ’humeur dans l e  calme de l a  p lu s  douce v i e . "  D iagnosing  h is  

c o n d i t io n  as a  "po lyp  on th e  h e a r t , "  he d e p a r te d  f o r  M o n tp e l l ie r  t o  con­

s u l t  a  s p e c i a l i s t .  He w ould spend  th e  f a l l  and w in te r  o f  1737-8 in  t h i s  

m ed ica l c e n te r  o f  F ran ce .

c

M eanw hile, Mama had f l u t t e r e d  o u t o f  th e  c a g e . S he , l i k e  everyone e l s e  

( in c lu d in g  th e  d o c to rs  he c o n su lte d )  c o n s id e re d  R o u sseau ’s i l l n e s s  as 

im a g in a ry . I t  had  s e rv e d  him as p r e te x t  t o  a v o id  th e  r o le  o f  p a te r f a m i l ia s  

and had  p e rm it te d  him t o  evade h is  d u t ie s  as b read w in n er and dom estid  a c -  

m in i s t r a to r  an d , we s tro n g ly  s u s p e c t ,  as lo v e r  to o .  I t  had  r e s to r e d  him 

t o  a  " p re - s c h o o le r"  c h ild h o o d , a  w o r ld .o f  to y s  and games (o r  so  h i s  t r a v e l s  

and s tu d ie s  ap p eared ) and , had  Mama’s c h a r a c te r  been w eak, m ight w e l l  have 

em prisoned  h e r  in  h i s  e te r n a l ly - d e v o te d  s e r v ic e .

T h is was d e c id e d ly  n o t in  k e ep in g  w ith  F ra n g o ise  de W arens’ c h a r a c te r .

In  h e r  l i m i t l e s s  g e n e ro s i ty  and good n a tu r e ,  she s p a re d  R ousseau any un-

a  de- v'rails ,p jb a is ir s  que ceux q u ’ on goCtte dans l ’e x e rc ic e  de l a  v e r tu  e t  
dans l a  p r a t iq u e  de s e s  d e v o ir s .  J e  s u is  p e n £ tr£  de r e g r e t  d ’a v o ir  f a i t  
un s i  m auvais u sage  d ’une v ie  e t  d ’une l i b e r t e  que vous ne m’a v ie z  a c c o r-  
dees que p o u r me donner l e s  moyens de me re n d re  d ig n e  de l ’e t e m e l l e  f e ­
l i c i t y . "  O.C. IV . p . 1037.

•̂C o n fe ss io n s« O.C. I ,  p .  231.

2I b i d . , p .  2U7.



p le a s a n t  s c o ld in g  o r  n ag g in g ; a  woman o f  a c t i o n ,  n o t  o f  re p ro a c h  and 

re s e n tm e n t, she a c te d  p o s i t i v e ly  and sim p ly  found  h e r s e l f  a  new man: tw e n ty -

o n e -y e a r -o ld  Jean-Sam uel-R odolphe W in tz e n r ie d , a l s o  from  th e  Sw iss Vaud 

c o u n try , who, l i k e  R ousseau , had run away from  a  m id d le -c la s s  home d u rin g  

h is  t e e n s ,  c o n v e r te d  to  C a th o lic ism  and was now t r y i n g  t o  make h is  way.

Q u ite  th e  o p p o s ite  o f  o u r h e ro ,  W in tz en ried  was a  t a l l ,  b lo n d  Aryan Super­

man, w ith o u t any rem arkab le  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  e d u c a tio n  o r  t a c t ,  

b u t u t t e r l y  exud ing  m a s c u l in i ty :  a  v a in  and a r ro g a n t  s tu d .  Mama seems t o

have sp e n t th e  summer o f  1737 in  W in tz e n r ie d 's  company w h ile  R ousseau  was 

s tu d y in g  a lo n e  a t  th e  C harm ettes r e t r e a t .  ( T h e r e a f t e r ,  C harm ettes was 

R o u sseau 's  s o l i t a r y  " s tu d y ,"  j u s t  as th e  l i t t l e  cab in  had  been  d u rin g  th e  

C laude Anet epoque. Wow Mama rem ained  in  town w ith  h e r  new er and younger 

p r o te g e .)  By S ep tem ber, W in tz en ried  had  become a  f u l l - f l e d g e d  member o f  

th e  " fa m ily ."  At t h a t  t im e ,  Mama, whose i n t e r e s t  in  th e  C harm ettes c o u n try ­

s id e  had been c o lo re d  by h e r  own e n t e r p r i s in g  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  r e n te d  a  farm  

f o r  h e r  new p ro te g e .

At f i r s t  th e  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  R ousseau seems t o  have been W in tz en ried  as 

j u s t  a n o th e r  o f  th e  " in t r u d e r s "  and " c h a r la ta n s "  o v e r whose p re se n c e  he 

h a b i tu a l ly  grum bled and p o u te d . However, r e tu r n in g  from  a  t r i p  and f in d in g  

W in tzen ried  l i v in g  a t  M am a's, he r e a l i z e d ,  w ith  th e  t r a u m a tic  suddenness 

o f  th e  Bossey " i l lu m in a t io n ,"  t h a t  h is  p o s i t i o n  as Mama's " id o l"  had been  

u su rp ed . R ousseau p la c e s  t h i s  d isc o v e ry  a t  th e  end o f  h is  M o n tp e l l ie r  

t r i p ;  i t  ap p ears  more l i k e l y ,  how ever, t h a t  i t  came even e a r l i e r ,  p e rh ap s  

fo llo w in g  R o u sseau 's  J u ly ,  1737» v i s i t  t o  Geneva t o  c la im  h is  sm a ll 

m a te rn a l in h e r i ta n c e .  (A ccord ing  to  L e ig h , " i l  sem ble a  peu  p re s  c e r t a in  

que W in tz en ried  f u t  i n s t a l l e  chez Mme. de Warens des a v an t l e  d e p a r t  p o u r



M o n tp e l l i e r  . . .  "^)

R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  th e  t r a g i c  i l lu m in a t io n  in  anbbher "homecoming" 

s e t t i n g  — a f a v o r i t e  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  him b ecau se  o f  i t s  

a b s o lu te  c h a r a c te r  and an h a b i tu a l  symbol in  h is  works o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

a t  a  g iven  tim e  o f  a  g iven  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

He p re p a re s  th e  scen e  w ith  some c o n t r a s t - p ie c e s .  A v ir tu o u s  d eed , 

fo llo w ed  by good in t e n t io n s  f o r  fu tu r e  m oral conduct im m ed ia te ly  p reced e  

th e  p a ssag e  (a lth o u g h  th o s e  he c i t e s  may, in  f a c t ,  have ta k e n  p la c e  some 

months l a t e r ,  s p e c u la t io n  i r r e l e v a n t ,  a t  any r a t e ,  t o  th e  t e c h n ic a l  con­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e ) .  Im p a tien ce  t o  a r r iv e  h av in g  p u t  R ousseau a  

h a lf -d a y  ahead  o f  s c h e d u le ,  he k i l l e d  tim e  in  o rd e r  t o  a r r iv e  a t  th e  ho u r 

p la n n ed  and r e c e iv e  t h e  f u l l  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  e n v isa g e d  welcome.

Je  v o u la is  goQ ter dans to u t  son charme l e  p l a i s i r  de l a  r e v o i r .
J 'a im a i s  m ieux l e  d i f f e r e r  un peu  p o u r y jo in d r e  c e lu i  d 'S t r e  a t -  
te n d u . C e t te  p r e c a u t io n  m1 a v a i t  to u jo u r s  r e u s s i ,  J 'a v a i s  vu to u ­
jo u r s  m arquer mon a r r iv £ e  p a r  vine e sp ece  de p e t i t e  f e te s  j e  n 'e n  
a t t e n d a is  p a s  moins c e t t e  f o i s ,  e t  ces  em pressem ents q u i m 'e ta ie n t  
s i  s e n s ib le s  v a l a i e n t  b ie n  l a  p e in e  d 'S t r e  m e n a g e s .2

Then comes th e  a c tu a l  a r r i v a l :

1) J 'a r r i v a i  done ex ac tem en t §, l 'h e u r e .  De t o u t  l o in  j e  r e g a rd a is
2) s i  j e  ne l a  v e r r a i s  p o in t  s u r  l e  chem in; l e  co eu r me b a t t a i t  de p lu s
3) en p lu s  a  raesure que j ' a p p ro c h a is , J 'a r r i v e  e s s o u f f l e ,  c a r  j 'a v a i s  
h) q u i t t e  ma v o i tu r e  en v i l l e :  / /  Je  ne v o is  p e rso n n e  dans l a  c o u r , s u r
5) l a  p o r t e ,  a  l a  f e n S t r e ;  J e  commence a  me t r o u b l e r ;  Je  re d o u te  quelque
6) a c c id e n t .  J 'e n t r e ;  to u t  e s t  t r a n q u i l l e ;  des o u v r ie r s  g o f lta ie n t dans
7) l a  c u i s in e ;  du r e s t e  aucun a p p rS t, La s e r v a n te  p a ru t  s u r p r i s e  de me
8) v o i r ,  e l l e  i g n o r a i t  que j e  d u sse  a r r i v e r .  / /  Je_ m onte , l a  v o is  e n -
9) f i n ,  c e t t e  c h e re  Maman s i  te n d re m e n t, s i  v iv em en t, s i  purem ent a im ee;
10) ^ 'a c c o u r s  j_e m 'e la n c e  a  s e s  p ie d s ,  / /  Ah! t e  v o i l a .  p e t i t . ' me d i t - e l l e
11) en m 'em b rassan t: a s - t u  f a i t  bon voyage? comment t e  p o r t e s - tu ?  Cet
12) a c c u e i l  m 'i n t e r d i t  un p eu . J e  l u i  demandai s i  e l l e  n 'a v a i t  p as  re $ u
13) ma l e t t r e ?  E l l e  me d i t  q u 'o u i .  J 'a u r a i s  c ru  que n o n , l u i  d i s - j e ;  e t  
lit)  l 'e c l a i r c i s s e m e n t  f i n i t  l i t .  / /  Un je u n e  homme e t a i t  avec e l l e .  J e  l e
15) c o n n a is s a is  p o u r  1 ' a v o i r  vu d £ ja  dans l a  m aison av an t mon d e p a r t :

^ . C .  I ,  No. 1 5 , n o te  " h ,"  p . U7.

^ C o n fe ss io n s , O.C. I ,  p .  2 6 l .  ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)
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16 ) mais c e t t e  f o i s  i l  y p a r a i s s a i t  e t a b l i ,  i l  l ' e t a i t .  B re f  j e  t ro u v a i
17) ma p la c e  p r i s e . ^

The a r t i s t i c  m aste ry  o f  t h i s  p assag e  i s  im p re s s iv e . The d e s c r ip t i o n  

i s  s k i l l f u l l y  c a lc u la te d  t o  b r in g  o u t th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  change has ta k e n
p

p la c e  in  Mama, w h ile  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  has rem ained  th e  same. The r e p e t i t i o n  

o f  th e  word " to u jo u r s "  in  th e  p re p a ra to ry  p a ssag e  p ro v id e s  a  s ta n d a rd  o f  

th e  True-Mama by w hich t h i s  Changed-Mama i s  t o  be ju d g ed . On th e  o th e r  

h a n d , th e  p re p a ra to ry  p a ssa g e  and f i r s t  th r e e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  homecoming p a s ­

sag e  e s t a b l i s h  th e  f a c t  t h a t  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  i s  s t i l l  h im s e lf :  n a iv e ,  c o n f i­

d e n t and lo v in g . The r e p e t i t i o n  o f  th e  w ord " j e ” s t r e s s e s  th e  s u b je c t iv e  

l e v e l  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  p a ssa g e : J e a n -J a c q u e s 1 em otion .

Next ( l l .  l>-8) come some r e a l i s t i c  d e t a i l s  — k i tc h e n ,  w o rk e rs , s e r ­

v a n t — t h a t  v ib r a te  on an o b je c t iv e  p la n e ,  s h a rp ly  c o n t r a s t in g  w ith  

J e a n -J a c q u e s ' s u b je c t iv e  l e v e l  o f  e x is te n c e  in  t h i s  p a s sa g e . T h is  shows t h a t  

som eth ing  i s  w rong; b e fo re  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' f i r s t  f a t a l  m eetin g  w ith  Mme. de 

W arens, h e r  h o u seh o ld  im ages had in d eed  ap p eared  on t h i s  c o ld ,  o b je c t iv e  

p la n e ,  b u t once th e  "sym path ie  des §mes" had  ta k e n  p la c e ,  a f f e c t i o n  had 

tra n s fo rm e d  Mama's env ironm ent in to  " v iv a n ts  p i l i e r s . ” Now, th e s e  ob­

j e c t s  were ag a in  d e a d , c lo se d  to  him . ( In  S ta r ib in s k i 's  te rm s , t h e  " v e i l  

o f  o p a c ity "  has f a l l e n . )

Again s im i l a r ly  t o  h is  f i r s t  m eeting  w ith  Mama, Rousseau p ro c e ed s  from 

a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  Mama's env ironm ent t o  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  Mama h e r s e l f .  This 

t im e ,  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  i s  made by means o f  a  h ig h ly  n e rv o u s , n e a r ly  h y s t e r i c a l  

Sen te n ce  ( l l .  8 -10) in  s t y l e  p a s s io n n e . sy m b o liz in g  J e a n -J a c q u e s ' lo v e :

~*~Ibid. . p .  26 l .  ( i t a l i c s  and s e p a ra t io n s  m in e .)
2

Cf. "pourvu  que ce f u t  to u jo u r s  e l l e , "  p . l67» n o te  2 ,  h e r e in .



219

te n d e r ,  p u re  and s t r o n g ,  f o r  Mama and h is  g r e a t  a n x ie ty  and im p a tie n ce  a t  

t h i s  moment. The re p e a te d  words " Je "  and " s i ” s ta n d  as " h e a r th e a ts "  (we 

have i t a l i c i z e d  them in  th e  p a s s a g e ) ;  th e  absence  o f  t h e  l a s t  comma i s  a  

k in d  o f  sk ip p ed  h e a r tb e a t  sy m b o liz in g  J e a n -J a c q u e s 1 e a g e rn e ss  t o  a r r iv e  a t  

an e x p la n a tio n .

N ex t, J e a n -J a c q u e s ' and Mama's g la n ce s  m eet. In  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  f i r s t  

m eeting  when th e  sun had come o u t from b e h in d  th e  c lo u d s  a t  th e  s ig h t  o f  

a  Mama v ib r a t in g  on J e a n -J a c q u e s ' own s u b je c t iv e  p la n e ,  t h i s  Mama i s  in s c r u ­

t a b l e ,  "o p aq u e ,"  and on th e  same "opaque" o b je c t iv e  p la n e  as h e r  h o u seh o ld  

o b je c t s .  She i s  no lo n g e r  in  d i r e c t  com m unication w ith  J e a n -J a c q u e s , and 

as lo n g  as t h i s  i s  th e  c a s e ,  t h e i r  f r ie n d s h ip  i s  dead . Mama's s h o r t ,  

m e a n in g le ss , c l ic h e - ty p e  u t te r a n c e s  ( l l .  10 -11  and 1 3 , i t a l i c i z e d )  

sym bolize  h e r  change. (The la c k  o f  e x p la n a tio n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  sym bolic  

o f  Mama's new o p a c i ty .)  hHer good c h e e r ,  k i s s  and c i v i l i t y  su g g e s t t h a t  she 

h e r s e l f  i s  unaware o f  th e  change t h a t  has ta k e n  p l a c e ,  as in d e e d  a re  a l l  

th e  human b e in g s  in  th e  p assag e  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  h im s e lf .

We a re  consc ious o f  th e  p re se n c e  o f  no e v i l  h e re :  "change" i s  th e  key­

w ord. V ulgar appearances accuse  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  o f  b e in g  t h e  o ff -k e y  

e lem en t in  th e  p i c t u r e ,  b u t  th e  r e a d e r ,  aw are o f  th e  two le v e l s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  

knows th e  t r u t h  to  r e s id e  o u ts id e  a p p ea ra n ce s .

L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  as th e  p a ssag e  has u n fo ld e d , th e  r e a d e r  h as  gone th ro u g h  

th e  ex p e rien ce  w ith  J e a n -Ja c q u e s ; from e x c ite m e n t and im p a tie n c e  t o  p e r ­

p l e x i ty  to:', w orry  and im p a tien ce  t o ,  a g a in ,  p e r p le x i ty .  Now, in  th e  f i n a l  

th r e e  se n te n c e s  ( l l .  lk -1 7 )»  w ith  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  and a t  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  pace  

( f i r s t  s lo w , th e n  w ith  l i g h t n i n g - s w i f t n e s s ) , th e  r e a d e r  p u ts  one and one 

to g e th e r  and comes up w ith  Mama and W in tz e n rie d .

Rousseau c o u ld  w e l l  have s to p p ed  h e re  and s t i l l  made h is  p o in t ;  how ever,
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he chooses t o  s t r e s s  t h e  t r a u m a t ic  e f f e c t  on him o f  t h i s  i l lu m in a t io n ,

com parable t o  h is  d is c o v e ry  o f  i n j u s t i c e  a t  Bossey*.

Quel prom pt e t  p l e i n  b o u lev e rsem en t dans to u t  mon S tr e J  Q u'on se  
m e tte  a  ma p la ce  p o u r  en J u g e r .  En un moment Je  v i s  e v a n o u ir  po u r 
jam ais  t o u t  l 'a v e n i r  de f £ l i c i t e  que J e  m’S ta i s  p e i n t .  T ou tes le s  
douces id £ e s  que j e  c a r e s s a i s  s i  a ffe c tu eu sem en t d i s p a r u r e n t ;  e t  
moi qui d e p u is  mon en fan ce  ne s a v a is  v o i r  mon e x is te n c e  q u 'a v e c  l a  
s ie n n e ,  J e  me v is  s e u l  p o u r  l a  p re m ie re  f o i s .  Ce moment f u t  a f f re u x :  
ceux qui l e  s u i v i r e n t  f u r e n t  to u jo u r s  sorabres. J '£ t a i s  je u n e  e n co re : 
m ais ce doux sen tim en t de jo u is s a n c e  e t  d 'e s p ^ ra n c e  q u i v i v i f i e  l a  
je u n e s se  me q u i t t a  p o u r Jam a is . Des l o r s  l ' e t r e  s e n s ib le  f u t  m ort
a  demi. J e  ne v is  p lu s  d e v an t moi que l e s  t r i s t e s  r e s t e s  d 'u n e  v ie
i n s i p i d e ,  e t  s i  q u e lq u e f o is  e n co re  une image de bon h eu r e f f l e u r a  mes 
d S s i r s ,  ce  bonheur n ' e t a i t  p lu s  c e lu i  q u i m ' i t a i t  p r o p r e ,  j e  s e n ta i s  
q u 'e n  l 'o b t e n a n t  J e  ne s e r a i s  p a s  v ra im en t h e u re u x .l

Not o n ly  had t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  c au se d  him a t e r r i f y i n g  f e e l in g  o f  s o l i tu d e  

and c h a o tic  d i s o r i e n t a t i o n ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  th e  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  and r e d e f in i ­

t io n  o f  h im s e lf  and h i s  e n t i r e  u n iv e r s e ,  b u t ,  from t h a t  moment o n , i f  he d id

not s to p  h o p ing  fo r  t h e  i d e a l ,  he a t  l e a s t  s u sp e c te d  t h a t  th e  k in d  o f  f r ie n d ­

sh ip  he  c rav ed  was n o t  o f  t h i s  w o r ld , in  w hich  Time conquers a l l .

W ith th e  summer, 1737» a r r i v a l  o f  W in tz e n rie d , R ousseau seems t o  have 

begun what was t o  become h is  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  conduct d u rin g  th e  rem a in d er o f  

h is  re s id e n c e  w ith  Mama. When h is  mood was b a d , m a lig n a n tly  s a r c a s t i c  

rep ro ach es  o f  n e g le c t  ( e p i s t o l a r y ,  s e n t im e n ta l  and f i n a n c i a l  n e g le c t)  and 

grum bling co m p la in ts  o f  a l l  s o r t s  ( h i s  h e a l t h ,  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  

way p e o p le  w ere t r e a t i n g  him , th e  w e a t h e r , . , ) ,  s u g g e s tin g  a  c o n v ic t io n  

th a t  Mama was s e l f i s h l y  e n jo y in g  f r iv o lo u s  fun  w h ile  he was s u f f e r in g .

^hen i n  a good mood, h e  e x h ib i te d  r a t h e r  fo rc e d  humor and c a jo l e r y ,  

h e a v ily -o b v io u s  rem in d e rs  o f  th e  o b l ig a t io n s  o f  h e r  m a te rn a l r e la t io n s h ip  

t o  h im , some c o q u e t t i s h  p o u tin g  o v e r h e r  in d i f f e r e n c e  to  him and o u t-a n d -  

ou t h u m il ia t in g  u rg in g  t h a t  sh e  v i s i t  him a t  C h arrae ttes . A lw ays, th e  most

1I b i d . , p .  263.
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g a la n t  b e s t  w ish es  t o  " Z iz i"  (W in tz e n r ie d 's  h ig h ly  a p p ro p r ia te  nicknam e) 

accom panied R o u sse au 's  l e t t e r s .  Mama's conduct w ith  h e r  i l l - t e m p e r e d  

p ro te g e  was rem arkab ly  m easu red , b u t i n t r a n s i g e a n t .  W ithout venom o r  r e ­

p ro a c h , she  w ould rem ind him  t h a t  he had  in d e e d  n e g le c te d  h i s  fam ily  d u t ie s  

f o r  h is  own menus p l a i s i r s : he must sim p ly  u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  she h ad  ta k e n

someone to  f u l f i l l  th e s e  d u t ie s  b u t ,  beyond t h i s ,  she was p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  

t o  c o n tin u e  l i v i n g  w ith  him as b e fo re .  H e re , h e r  g e n e ro s i ty  i s  t r u l y  e x t r a ­

o rd in a ry  in  t h a t  t h i s  l a s t  p ro v is io n  in c lu d e d , much more im p o r ta n t th a n  

i t s  s e x u a l p r i v i l e g e s ,  th e  "k eep in g ” o f  a  p ro te g e  who, w ith  h i s  t r a v e l ,  

c lo th in g  and m ed ica l e x p e n se s , h is  C harm ettes co u n try  c o tta g e  and th e  

c o n s id e ra b le  l i b r a r y  he was am assing  f o r  h im s e lf  a t  Chambery ,-,/was a  l i a b i l i t y  

f a r  from n e g l ig ib l e .  N o n e th e le s s , from t h i s  p e r io d  o n , Mme. de Warens was 

r a t h e r  c o ld  t o  R ousseau and k e p t p u sh in g  him  o u t o f  th e  n e s t ,  we may assume 

f o r  h is  own good, a lth o u g h  R ousseau (p ro b ab ly  f e e l in g  g u i l ty  abou t h a v in g  

r e j e c t e d  h e r )  b e l ie v e d  i t  was because  he h ad  re fu s e d  t o  resume th e  p r iv i l e g e  

o f  s e r v in g  h e r  as h e r  lo v e r .

W ith Mama's a c t  o f  fem ale l i b e r a t i o n ,  R ousseau was a g a in  a lo n g  on h is  

s u b je c t iv e  l e v e l  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  "R ed u it a  me c h e rc h e r  un s o r t  in d ep en d en t 

d ' e l l e ,  e t  n 'e n  pouvan t meme im a g in e r ,"  he s a i d ,  " j e  p a s s a i  b ie n tS t  a 

l ' a u t r e  e x tre m ite  e t  l e  c h e rc h a i t o u t  en e l l e . " 1 A t r i a l  s e p a r a t io n  seem s, 

how ever, t o  have ta k e n  p la c e  d u rin g  th e  t r i p  t o  M o n tp e l l ie r ,  c i t y  o f  

m ed ic ine  b u t a l s o ,  r e p u te d ly ,  o f  b eau ty  and charm. He began by se e k in g  

e v a s io n . In  th e  s ta g e c o a c h  he p a sse d  h im s e lf  o f f  as an Englishm an named 

"D udding ,"  and e n jo y ed  a  happy en ro u te  romance — th e  o n ly  lovem aking  he 

was e v e r  t o  e n jo y  p e r  se  —  w ith  a re d -b lo o d e d  m id d le -ag ed  m other o f  te n  

named Mme. de L a m a g e , who im m o rta lized  h e r s e l f  by sed u c in g  R ousseau so

^ • I b id . , p .  26k,
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q u ic k ly  and a g g re s s iv e ly  t h a t  h i s  com plexes d id  n o t have tim e  to  re n d e r  him 

im p o te n t. P a r t in g ,  th e y  made p la n s  t o  meet a g a in  a t  h e r  P rovence home, 

where "Mr, Pudding" was t o  spend  th e  w in te r .  A lone once m ore, R ousseau 

d id  some s ig h ts e e in g  ( th e  P o n t-d u -G a rd , th e  a re n a  a t  N lm es, th e  m ost famous 

r e s ta u r a n t  in  E u r o p e . . . )  S in ce  h is  symptoms w ere more f r ig h te n in g  th a n  

p a i n f u l ,  he added, on th e  ro ad  he  had f o r g o t te n  t h a t  he was s ic k .

In  M o h tp e l l ie r ,  he s ta y e d  a t  a  b o a rd in g  house f i l l e d  w ith  m ed ica l s t u ­

d e n ts ,  whose merry b o is te ro u s n e s s  r e c a l l e d  h is  a p p re n t ic e s h ip  days and 

d i s t r a c t e d  him from h is  p e r s o n a l  p ro b lem s. M ornings he w ould ta k e  m e d ic in e , 

d r in k  v a rio u s  e x o t ic  w a te r s ,  and w r i te  l e t t e r s .  At noon , he w ould w alk to

th e  town sq u are  w ith  one o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  b e fo re  r e tu r n in g  t o  lu n ch  w ith

th e  g o o d -n a tu red  group. A fte rn o o n s , he  w ould accompany th e  a d o le s c e n ts  t o  

w atch t h e i r  la n d -p o lo  games. Running a lo n g  on th e  s i d e l in e s  t o  fo llo w  th e  

p la y  on w hich he had w agered a  sm a ll sum, he e n jo y ed  "a  p le a s a n t  and 

h e a l t h f u l  e x e rc is e  t h a t  a l to g e th e r  a g re e d  w ith  [h im ] ," 1- Then th e  p la y e r s  

and fans were o f f  t o  a c a b a re t .  S a id  R o u sseau , " I l s  e t a i e n t  p lu s  b ru y a n ts

que c ra p u le u x , e t  p lu s  g a is  que l i b e r t i n s , e t  j e  me monte s i  a isem en t a  un

"tra in  de v ie  quand i l  e s t  v o lo n ta i r e  que j e  n 'a u r a i s  pas rnieux demande 

que de v o i r  d u re r  c e l u i - l a  to u jo u r s " 2 — a s u r p r i s in g  a s s e r t io n  coming 

from a  man who had j u s t  d e c la re d  h a p p in e ss  as fo r e v e r  beyond h is  r e a c h ,  

b u t Rousseau was a  man o f  c o n s ta n t m etam orphoses, a  f a c t  w hich can n o t be 

o v e r s tr e s s e d .

Montpe i i i e r  was a  co sm o p o litan  c i t y ,  one o f  th e  t h i r t y - f o u r  in  F rance

1I b i d . , p .  258.

2I b i d . , p . 258.
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t o  b o a s t an Acadeny. R ousseau  was a b le  to  f r e q u e n t  th e  t h e a t r e  and th e  

o p e ra . He began a  c o u rse  in  anatomy (b u t had  t o  g iv e  i t  up b ecause  h is  

stom ach c o u ld  n o t ta k e  th e  c a d a v e rs ) .  He t r i e d  ( u n s u c c e s s f u l ly ,  as i t  

tu rn e d  o u t)  t o  make u s e f u l  c o n n ec tio n s  among th e  M o n tp e l l ie r  n o b i l i t y  and 

hpnn§te s o c i^ tg . F i n a l l y ,  he became b o re d . Mama was ig n o r in g  him. U n t i l  

he h e a rd  from h e r ,  he was ex tre m e ly  anx ious ab o u t h i s  e x p e n se s , s in c e  he 

depended on h e r  f o r  s u b s is te n c e .  When sh e  d id  f i n a l l y  w r i t e ,  i t  was t o  

ask him t o  s ta y  away s i x  months lo n g e r  th a n  p la n n e d  and t o  su g g e s t he 

app ly  f o r  a  p o s i t io n  as s e c r e ta r y  t o  th e  l o c a l  s o c i a l  l i o n ,  th e  Count de 

Lautrec.

M eanw hile, R ousseau  was d e l ib e r a t i n g  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  h is  f u tu r e .  He 

e x p e r ie n c e d  g re a t d i f f i c u l t y  in  ta lc in g  a  d e c is io n  co n ce rn in g  th e  v i s i t  

w ith  Mme. de Larnage in  P ro v e n c e , w hich w ould n e c e s s a r i ly  have p ro fo u n d ly  

a f f e c te d  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  Mama. He c o n tin u e d  w r i t i n g  to  Mme. de 

Larnage and a tte m p te d  t o  l e a r n  a  few words o f  E n g lish  from some I r i s h  

s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  b o a rd in g  house so  he c o u ld  c a r ry  o f f  th e  r o le  o f  "D udding," 

b u t ,  as th e  tim e  a p p ro a ch e d , he  tre m b le d  a t  t h e  th o u g h t o f  ta k in g  th e  

commitment, h is  im a g in a tio n  show ing him v a r io u s  d i s a s t e r s  (becom ing b o red  

w ith  h is  h o s te s s ,  f a l l i n g  in  lo v e  w ith  Mme. de L a rn a g e 's  d a u g h te r ,  becom ing 

exposed  as a  f a l s e  E n g l is h m a n . . . ) ,  He t r i e d  tu r n in g  th e  d e c is io n  over 

t o  Mme. de Warens in  a  b i t  o f  s e n t im e n ta l  b l a c k m a i l , b u t  sh e  f a i l e d  to

- '•" J 'a i o u b lie  de f i n i r ,  en p a r l a n t  de M o n tp e l l ie r ,  e t  de vous d i r e  que 
j ' a i  r e s o lu  d 'e n  p a r t i r  v e rs  l a  f i n  de D ecem bre, e t  d ' a l l e r  p re n d re  le  
l a i t  d 'S n e s s e  en P ro v e n c e , dans un p e t i t  e n d r o i t  f o r t  j o l i ,  a  deux l ie u e s  
du S t .  E s p r i t .  C 'e s t  un a i r  e x c e l l e n t ,  i l  y  a u ra  bonne com pagnie, avec 
la q u e l le  j ' a i  d e ja  f a i t  c o n n a issa n c e  en chem in , e t  j 'e s p e r e  de n 'y  § t r e  pas 
t o u t  a  f a i t  s i  cherem ent q u 'l l  M o n tp e l l ie r ,  J e  demande v o tre  a v is  leU-dessus: 
i l  f a u t  en co re  a jo u t e r  que c 'e s t  f a i r e  d 'u n e  p i e r r e  deux coups; c a r  Je 
me rap p ro ch e  de deux jo u m e e s ."  C.C. I ,  No. 1 8 , R ousseau t o  Mme. de Warens 
(O c to b er 2 3 , 1 7 3 7 ), p . 57.
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ta k e  th e  b a i t .  Forced  t o  make th e  d e c is io n  h im s e l f ,  he n o t  s u r p r i s in g ly  

s e l e c te d  th e  p a s s iv e  o p tio n  and r e tu rn e d  t o  Mama's in  ChambtSry. I n t e r e s t i n g ­

ly  enough , he t h e r e a f t e r  view ed t h i s  as an a c t  o f  " v i r t u e ” o r  s e l f - m a s te r y ,  

c o n c lu s iv e  enough in d ic a t io n  th a t  a  p a r t  o f  him d id  lo n g  f o r  a  re su m p tio n  

o f  th e  p le a s u re s  Mme. de Larnage had p ro c u re d  f o r  him and w h a tev e r a d v en tu re  

a w a ited  him in  h e r  su n -d ren ch ed  S ou thern  c a s t l e .

The d e c is io n  t o  rem ain a t  Mme. de W arens' was n o t as s im p le  as i t  ap­

p e a re d . G u ilt  and h u m ilia t io n  were an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  i t .  I f  Mme. de 

Warens was no lo n g e r  R o u sseau 's  "Mama," she was th e n  m erely  a  p r o t e c to r  

and no m ore, o f f e r in g  him a " c h a r i ty "  he a b h o rre d  and knew she c o u ld  n o t 

a f f o r d .  Yet he co u ld  n o t b e a r  t o  le a v e  h e r .  Rousseau th u s  h u m il ia te d  him­

s e l f  and to o k  on an added burden  o f  g u i l t  in  p ro c u r in g  h im s e lf  th e  c o n d itio n s  

n e c e s sa ry  t o  develop  a  g en iu s  in  w hich no one b u t h im s e lf  b e l i e v e d ,  and 

in  w hich even h e ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  c o u ld  n o t be s u re . We b e l ie v e  t h i s  i s  

th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  r a t h e r  m y s te rio u s  p a ssa g e  o f  a  l e t t e r  he 

w ro te  t o  Mme, de Warens n e a r  th e  end o f  h is  M o n tp e l l ie r  t r i p :

Vous devez a v o ir  d e ja  re g u  ma rep o n se  p a r  ra p p o r t  a  M. de 
L a u tre c  [ re g a rd in g  th e  s e c r e t a r i a l  p o s i t i o n  Mme. de Warens had  
u rg e d  him t o  s e e k ] . Oh ma chere  Maman, J 'a im e  mieux § t r e  au p res  
de D e t  § t r e  employe aux p lu s  rudes tra v a u x  de l a  t e r r e  que de p o s -  
s e d e r  l a  p lu s  grande fo r tu n e  dans to u t  a u tr e  c a s . I I  e s t  i n u t i l e  
de p e n s e r  que j e  p u is s e  v iv re  a u tre m e n t, i l  y  a  longtem ps que je  vous 
l ' a i  d i t  e t  Je  l e  sens enco re  p lu s  ardemment que ja m a is . Pourvu que 
j ' a i e  c e t  a v a n ta g e , dans quelque  e t a t  que j e  s o i [ s ]  t o u t  m 'e s t  
i n d i f f e r e n t .  Quand on pense  comme [c e la ]  j e  c ro is  q u ' i l  n ' e s t  pas 
d i f f i c i l e  d 'e lu d e r  l e s  r a i s o [ n s ]  im p o r ta n te s  que vous ne  v o u lez  p as  
me d i r e .  Au nom de D ieu rangez  le s  choses de s o r te  que j e  ne  meure 
p a s  au  d e s e s p o ir .  J 'a p p ro u v e  t o u t ,  j e  me soum ets a  t o u t ,  e x ce p te  
ce s e u l  a r t i c l e ,  au q u e l j e  me sens h o rs  d 'e t a t  de c o n s e n t i r ,  d u s s a i -  
j e  § t r e  l a  p r o ie  du p lu s  m ise ra b le  s o r t .  Ah, ma chere  Maman, n '§ t e s -  
vous done p lu s  ma ch ere  Maman? A i- je  v£cu  que lques mois de t ro p ?

Vous sav ez  q u ' i l  y a  un cas ou j 'a c c e p t e r a i s  l a  chose dans 
t o u te  l a  J o ie  de mon co eu r . Mais ce cas e s t  u n iq u e . Vous m 'e n te n d e z . l

C.C. I ,  Wo. 20 (December U, 1 7 3 7 )i P* 6U. "D" may s ta n d  f o r  W in tzen-
r i e d  de C o u r t i l i e s , as th e  young man c a l l e d  h im s e lf ,  o r  f o r  D um oulin, Mme. 
de W arens' farm  forem an.



225

D uring  th e  l a s t  y e a r s  a t  Mme. de W arens1, abou t which we la c k  much 

d e t a i l ,  R ousseau co m p le ted  h is  b a s ic  e d u c a tio n  and c u l t i v a t e d  h is  l i t e r a r y  

and com posing s k i l l s .  I t  was a  trem endous e n t e r p r i s e  t h a t  to o k  a  g re a t  

d e a l  o f  s ta m in a  and  d i s c i p l i n e ,  th e  f i r s t  g re a t  e f f o r t  he had e v e r  c a r r ie d  

th ro u g h  s u c c e s s f u l ly .  He m a in ta in e d  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  a  number o f  c u l tu re d  

f r i e n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  C o n z ie , w ith  whom he c o u ld  d is c u s s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r­

s u i t s .  H endel s t r e s s e s  th e  m oral c h a r a c te r  o f  a  la r g e  p a r t  o f  R o u sseau 's  

r e a d in g , o p in io n  c o r ro b o ra te d  by many o f  th e  r e f l e c t i o n s  found in  th e  

co rresp o n d en ce  and w r i t in g s  o f  t h i s  p e r io d .  P reo ccu p ied  w ith  h is  own m oral 

c r i s i s ,  R o u sseau , a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  a u th o r  o f  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  R o u sseau .M o ra lis t 

came to  see  p h ilo so p h y  o r  m o ra l ly - o r ie n te d  s tu d y  ( a  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  " lo v e  

o f  t r u t h " )  as a  means o f  red em p tio n . The m etam orphosis was ta k in g  p la c e ,  

and R ousseau was b e g in n in g  t o  i s o l a t e  many o f  h is  fu tu r e  th e m e s , a lth o u g h , 

f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g ,  th e y  w ere s c a t t e r e d  and d i s p a r a te  i n t u i t i o n s  and t e n ­

d e n c ie s .

On th e  eve o f  R o u sse au 's  e n t r y  i n to  th e  h ig h e s t  o f  mundane s o c i e ty ,  i t  

i s  f i t t i n g  t o  d is c u s s  h is  c h a r a c te r  and view  o f  human r e l a t i o n s .  In  so  

d o in g , we m ust once a g a in  s t r e s s  R o u sseau 's  e x tra o rd in a x y  c h a n g e a b i l i ty  o f  

mood. T hus, in  th e  C o n fe s s io n s . R ousseau d e s c r ib e s  th e  rem ain d er o f  h is  

tim e  a t  Mama's w ith  a  P r e v o s t ia n  pessim ism  in d ic a t in g  a  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  

h is  m e la n c o l ia .1 On th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r ,  undoub ted ly  a

•^ "In sen sib lem en t Je  me s e n t i s  i s o l e  e t  s e u l  dans c e t t e  meme maison dont 
au p arav an t J ' e t a i s  l'S m e e t  oil Je  v iv a is  p o u r a i n s i  d i r e  a  d o u b le . Je  m 'ac - 
coutum ai peu  & p eu  a  me s e p a r e r  de to u t  ce q u i s 'y  f a i s a i t ,  de ceux m£me 
q u i 1 'h ab ita ifh ^  e t  p o u r ra 'e p a rg n e r  de c o n t in u e ls  d ech irem en ts  Je  m 'en ferm ais  
aVec raes l i v r e s , ou b ie n  J ' a l l a i s  s o u p ir e r  e t  p l e u r e r  ll mon a is e  au m il ie u  
des b o i s . "  C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 266.



226

l i t e r a r y  a tte m p t in f lu e n c e d  by h is  s t u d i e s ,  b e l ie v e d  to  d a te  from  th e  sum- ’ 

mer o f  1738, com ple tes  th e  above p assag e  and shows R ousseau c o n f id in g  in  

th e  sag e  young man he w ish ed  h im s e lf  to  be  — an H o ra tia n  p r o f e s s io n  o f  

f a i t h  re g a rd in g  human r e l a t i o n s  and h is  own e n v isag ed  r o le  in  them :

"Vous v o il i l  done , M o n sieu r, d e s e r te u r  du monde e t  de s e s  p l a i s i r s ,  

c 'e s t  a  v o tre  §.ge e t  dans v o tr e  s i t u a t i o n  une metamorphose b ie n  i to n n a n te ,  

quand un homme de 22 a n s , g a l a n t ,  a im a b le , p o l i ,  s p i r i t u e l  comme vous 

l 'S fe e s ,  e t  d 'a i l l e u r s  p o in t  re b u te  de l a  fo r tu n e  se  de te rm in e  & l a  r e t r a i t e  

p a r  s im p le  goGt e t  sans y  § t r e  e x c i t e  p a r  quelque m auvais su cces  dans s e s  

a f f a i r e s  ou dans s e s  p l a i s i r s .  On p eu t s ’ a s s u r e r  qu 'u n  f r u i t  s i  p re c ie u x  

du bon sen s  e t  de l a  r e f le x io n  n 'a m e [n e ]ra  p o in t  ap r£s l u i  de degoGt n i  

de r e p e n t i r .  Fond6 s u r  c e t t e  a s s u ra n c e , j 'o s e  vous f a i r e  a  l 'e g a r d  [de] 

v o tre  r e t r a i t e  un com plim ent q u i ne vous s e r a  pas re p e te  p a r  b ie n  des g e n s ; 

j e  vous en f e l i c i t e :  sans v o u lo i r  t r o p  r e l e v e r  ce q u ' i l  y a  de g ran d  e t

p e u t - e t r e  d 'h e ro x a u e  dans v o tre  r e s o lu t io n ,  je  vous d i r a i  fran c h em en t: 

que j ' a i  so u v en t r e g r e t t e  q u 'u n  e s p r i t  a u s s i  j u s t e  e t  une Sme a a s s i  b e l l e  

que l a  v o t r e ,  ne fu s s e n t  f a i t s  que po u r l a  g a l a n t e r i e , l e s  c a r t e s ,  e t. l e  

v in  de champagne; vous e t i e z  n e ,  mon t r e s  ch er M onsieu r, p o u r une m e il le u re  

o c c u p a tio n . Le goGt un peu  p a ss io n n e  m ais d e l i c a t  qu i vous e n t r a in e  v e rs  

le s  p l a i s i r s  vous a  b ie n tS t  f a i t  dem eler l a  fa d e u r  des p lu s  b r i l l a n t s ,  vous 

ep ro u v e rez  avec e tonnem ent que l e s  p lu s  m odestes n 'e n  o n t n i  moins d ' a t -  

t r a i t s  n i  moins de v i v a c i t e .  Vous c o n n a issez  desorm ais l e s  hommes, vous 

n 'a v e z  p lu s  b e so in  de l e s  t a n t  v o i r  po u r ap p ren d re  a  l e s  m e p r is e r .  I I  

s e r a  bon m a in te n an t que vous vous c o n s u l t ie z  un peu  po u r s a v o i r  a  v o tr e  

t o u r  q u e l le  o p in io n  vous devez a v o ir  de vous-mSme. A in s i ,  en meme tem ps 

que vous e s s a ie r e z  d 'u n  a u tre  g en re  de v i e ,  vous fe re z  en meme te n p s  s u r
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v o tre  i n t e r i e u r  un p e t i t  examen d o n t l e  f r u i t  ne s e r a  pas i n u t i l e  a  v o tre  

t r a n q u i l l i t y ,

"Je  ne v o u d ra is  p a s ,  M onsieu r, que vous d o n n ass iez  dans l 'e x c e s  sons 

management, vous n 'a v e z  pas san s  d ou te  absolum ent renonce  a  l a  s o c i e t e ,  

n i  au commerce des hommesj comme vous vous S te s  d e term iny  de p u r  ch o ix  

e t  sans qu 'au cu n  facheux  re v e r s  vous y a i t  c o n t r a i n t ,  vous n 'a u r e z  garde 

d 'e p o u s e r  le s  fu re u rs  a t r a b i l a i r e s  des m isa n th ro p e s  ennem is m o rte ls  du 

genre hum ain, perm is a  vous de le  m e p r is e r  a  l a  bonne h e u re ,  vous ne s e re z  

pas l e  s e u l ;  m ais vous devez 1 ' a im er t o u jo u r s ,  Les hommes au o i q u 'o n  d is e  

so n t nos f r e r e s ,  en d e p i t  de nous e t  d 'e u x ,  f r e r e s  f o r t  du ra  a  l a  v e r i t e ,  

m ais nous n 'e n  sommes pas moins o b lig e s  de r e m p lir  a. l e u r  e g a rd  to u s  l e s  

d e v o irs  q u i nous so n t im poses. A c e la  p r e s ,  i l  f a u t  avouer q u 'o n  ne p e u t

se  d is p e n s e r  de p o r t e r  l a  l a n te m e  dans l a  q u a n t i t e  p o u r s 'y t a b l i r  un 

commerce e t  des l i a i s o n s ,  e t  quand m alheureusem ent l a  la n te r n e  ne m ontre 

r i e n ,  c 'e s t  b ien  une n e c e s s i t e  de t r a i t e r  avec soi-m gm e, e t  de se  p re n d re  

fa u te  d 'a u t r e ,  pour ami e t  p o u r c o n f id e n t .  Mais ce c o n f id e n t ,  e t  c e t  am i, 

i l  fa u t a u s s i  un peu  l e  c o n n a it re  e t  s a v o i r  comment e t  j u s q u 'a  q u e l p o in t  

on p e u t se  f i e r  a  l u i ,  c a r  so u v en t l 'a p p a r e n c e  nous tro m p e , meme ju sa u e  s u r  

nous-meme. Or l e  tu m u lte  des v i l l e s  e t  l e  f r a c a s  du g rand  monde ne so n t 

guere p ro p re s  a c e t  examen, l e s  d i s t r a c t i o n s  des o b je ts  e x te r i e u r s  y 

s o n t t r o p  longues e t  t r o p  f r e q u e n te s .  On ne p e u t y  j o u i r  d 'u n  peu  de s o l i ­

tu d e  e t  de t r a n q u i l l i t e .  Sauvons-nous a  l a  cam pagne, a l lo n s - y  c h e rc h e r  un 

repos e t  un con ten tem en t que nous n 'a v o n s  pu t r o u v e r  au m il ie u  des asserc- 

b le e s  e t  des d iv e r t i s s e m e n ts .  Essayons de ce nouveau gen re  de v i e ,  gofttons 

un peu  de ces p a i s i b l e s  douceurs don t H o race , un f i n  c o n n a is s e u r  s ' i l  en 

f u t ,  f a i s a i t  un s i  g rand  c a s .

"V o ila  m onsieur comment j e  soupgonne que vous avez ra i'so n n e .

-̂C.C. I ,  No. 2 3 ,  Rousseau t o  (? )  (summer, 1 7 3 8 ) ,  pp. 71-73.
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Thus R ousseau was happy as w e l l  as sad  abou t h is  s o l i t a r y  r e t r e a t  a t  

C h arm ettes : c o n te n t t o  en jo y  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p le a s u re s  o f  h i s  " c h e r  c a b in e t”

andddream o f  a  g lo r io u s  fu tu r e  b u t s o r ry  t o  en joy  them  a lo n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

as th e  r e s u l t  o f  " i n j u s t i c e . ”

We must examine th e  " i n j u s t i c e ” in v o lv e d  in  R o u sse au 's  f a l l  from  g race  

a t  Mme. de W aren s '. Jean  W in tzen ried  was n o t th e  cause b u t m erely  th e  

sym bol o f  th e  b a r r i e r  betw een L i t t l e  One and Mama. R o u sse au 's  a v e r s io n  f o r  

th e  young man came n e i t h e r  from  fe e l in g s  o f  j e a lo u s y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

s u p e r io r i t y  n o r  p h y s ic a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  p e r  s e .  In d e e d , w ith  a  b i t  o f  

dip lom acy on th e  new com er's p a r t ,  R ousseau w ould have e a s i l y  a c c e p te d  

W in tz e n rie d  as a  f r i e n d .  The e n e r g e t ic  newcomer d id  f u l f i l l  a  r o le  in  th e  

h o u seh o ld  w hich R ousseau had r e j e c t e d ,  a lth o u g h , s p e n d th r i f t  l i k e  Mama, he 

d id  f a i l  t o  r e l i e v e  R ousseau o f  th e  to rm e n tin g  sen se  o f  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  

However, a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  n o tio n  o f  h ie ra rc h y  b u i l t  in to  R o u sse au 's  w o rld ­

view  s in c e  h is  Genevan c h ild h o o d , W in tz e n rie d , as th e  new er and younger
I

man, sh o u ld  have p a id  R ousseau th e  c o u r te sy  o f  acknow ledging t h e t l a t t e r ' s  

s e n i o r i t y  and m e r i t ,  w hich in  R o u sseau 's  case  was i n t e l l e c t u a l .  W in tz en ried  

sh o u ld  have loo k ed  to  R ousseau as a  r e s p e c te d  o ld e r  b r o th e r  and m en to r.

R ousseau w ould th e n  have been a b le  t o  a c c e p t W in tz e n r ie d 's  p h y s ic a l  

s u p e r io r i t y  and q u a l i ty  as' " f a v o r i t e ” w ith o u t im pairm ent t o  h is  h o n o r.

R ousseau g e n e ro u s ly  t r i e d  t o  assume th e  m en to r r o l e ,  b u t to  no a v a i l .  Not 

o n ly  was th e  younger man in s e n s i t i v e  t o  h i s  f e e l in g s  b u t ,  l i k e  many w e l l -  

m eaning p e rso n s  o f  m ediocre i n t e l l i g e n c e  and undeveloped  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  W int­

z e n r ie d  was s e re n e ly  a r ro g a n t — and th e  s p e c ta c le  o f  a rro g a n ce  alw ays sw ept 

R ousseau in to  a  b l in d  r a g e ,  s in c e  he i d e n t i f i e d  a rro g an ce  w ith  e v e ry th in g  

he lo a th e d :  i 1 1 - i n t e n t i o n s , v io le n c e ,  i n j u s t i c e ,  ty r a n n y ,  p e r s e c u t io n ,

r i d i c u l e ,  b a rb a r is m , c r u e l t y ,  h o s t i l i t y . . .
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W in tz en ried  u n w itt in g ly  d id  a l l  he c o u ld  to  a t ta c k  R o u sse au 's  sen se  

o f  p e rs o n a l  w o rth , w hich  w as, as w elhave s e e n ,  th e  on ly  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  

R ousseau p o sse sse d  t o  p la c a te  h is  c o n sc ie n c e  f o r  rem a in in g  on as Mme. de 

W arens' f r e e lo a d in g  d ep en d en t. The "blond he-man d id  t h i s  by f la u n t in g  

h is  own s tro n g  p o in t  ( h is  " u s e f u l"  p h y s ic a l  s u p e r io r i t y )  and d i s c r e d i t i n g  

R o u sseau 's  " u s e le s s "  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s u p e r i o r i t y .  S a id  R ousseau: " . . .  [ I I ]

ne v o y a it  en moi q u 'u n  p e d an t im portun  q u i n 'a v a i t  que du b a b i l ,  Au con- 

t r a i r e ,  i l  s 'a d m i r a i t  lui-m em e comme un homme im p o rta n t dans l a  m aison . . .  

W in tz e n r ie d 's  a t t i t u d e  f u r t h e r  a t ta c k e d  R o u sse au 's  sen se  o f  honor by d i s ­

t o r t i n g  Mme. de W arens' image o f  h im , c a u s in g  R ousseau t o  c ry  o u t in  in d ig ­

n a t io n ,  some t h i r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r :  " . . .  T an t f i t  l ' i l l u s t r e  perso n n ag e

q u ' i l  f u t  to u t  dans l a  m aison e t  moi r i e n " 2 — f o r g e t t i n g  t h a t  h e ,  R ousseau , 

had  ag reed  t o  th e s e  o r  any c o n d it io n s  in  exchange f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  rem ain .

The " in ju s t i c e "  in  W in tz e n r ie d 's  g lo ry  and R o u sseau 's  h u m il ia t io n  la y  

in  R o u sseau 's  p e rc e p tio n  t h a t ,  f o r  a l l  th e  yo u n g er m an 's p h y s ic a l  a c t io n  

(sym bo lized  by th e  s e x u a l im ages o f  n o ise -m ak in g  and to o l-w o rk in g , e s p e c ia l ­

ly  w ood-chopp ing ), th e  newcomer was more o f  a  l i a b i l i t y  t o  Mama th a n  was he 

h im s e lf ,  s in c e  W in tz en ried  was u n f a i t h f u l  as a  lo v e r  and much more c o s t ly  

th a n  R ousseau to  "keep" (Mme. de Warens h ad  in v e s te d  a  c o n s id e ra b le  amount 

o f  money in  h e r  u n s u c c e s s fu l fa rm in g  p r o j e c t  w ith  th e  young man). (R ousseau 

f a i l e d  t o  ta k e  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e n e r g e t ic  W in tz en ried  

was com patib le  w ith  h is  c o m p u ls iv e ly -a c tiv e  b e n e f a c tr e s s  in  a  way in  w hich 

he h im s e lf  had f a i l e d  h e r . )  F u r th e rm o re , R o u sse au 's  own m e r i t  was reco g ­

n iz e d  by n e i th e r  Mme. de Warens n o r anyone e l s e .  The young i n t e l l e c t u a l  

was o b l ig e d , l i t e r a l l y  and f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  t o  s i t  and adm ire  W in tz en ried  as

•̂-C o n fe ss io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p . 265 .

2 I b i d . , p . 265 . Thus R o u sseau 's  ex trem e s e n s i t i v i t y  to  th e  n o b le -so u n d in g  
name "de C o u r t i l le s "  e v e n tu a l ly  a f f e c t e d  by W in tz e n rie d  in  im i ta t io n  o f  h is  
f a th e r .
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th e  s p le n d id  b a rb a r ia n  chopped wood. Thus R ousseau’s "Rom antic" image 

c o n tin u e d  t o  d e v e lo p : th e  m isu n d e rs to o d  o u ts id e r  p e rs e c u te d  b ecau se  o f

h is  v e ry  s u p e r io r i t y  and u n w ill in g n e s s  t o  compromise in  h is  m oral p r i n c i p l e s .  

T his i s  in d e ed  p r e c i s e ly  th e  way he saw h is  p o s i t io n  a t  Mme. de W aren s ': 

r i g h t  o r  w rong, R ousseau  c o n s id e re d  th e  s e v e r in g  o f  h i s  s e x u a l r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip  w ith  Mama an a c t  o f  v i r t u e ;  y e t ,  p a r a d o x ic a l ly ,  he saw h is  v o lu n ta ry  

a b s t in e n c e  ("one o f  th e  th in g s  t h a t  women do n o t fo rg iv e " )  as t h e  very  

cause  o f  h e r  c o ld n ess  tow ard  him.

T u rn in g  to  contem porary  docum ents, we f in d  some i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r a l l e l s ^  

in  R o u sse a u 's  image as p e r s e c u te d  " o u ts id e r "  and m is a n th ro p is t .  D uring  

th e  M o n tp e l l ie r  t r i p ,  f o r  exam ple, he w ro te  t o  Mme. de W arens, " P o u rq u o i, 

Madame, y a - t - i l  des coeurs s e n s ib le s  au g ra n d , au su b lim e , au p a th e t iq u e ,  

p en d an t que d 'a u t r e s  ne sem blen t f a i t s  que p o u r ram per dans l a  b a s s e s s e  

de l e u r s  se n tim e n ts?  La fo r tu n e  sem ble f a i r e  £. to u t  c e la  une e sp ece  de 

c o n d e n sa tio n ; a fo rc e  d 'e l e v e r  c e u x - c i ,  e l l e  cherche a  le s  m e ttre  de n iv e a u  

avec l a  g ran d eu r des a u t r e s :  y r e u s s i t - e l l e  ou non? Le p u b l ic  e t  v o u s ,

Madame," he a s s e r t e d ,  p u t t i n g  words i n t o  h e r  m outh, "ne s e re z  p as  de m§me 

a v is .  "-1-

T h is  was n o t m ere ly  a q u e s t io n  o f  em o tio n a l l a i s s e r - a l l e r  o r  o f  th e  

in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  c e n tu r y 's  t a s t e  f o r  th e  p a t h e t i c ;  R o u sseau 's  t i g h t l y -  

s t r u n g  nervous sy stem  had a  g re a t  d e a l  t o  do w ith  i t  t o o .  D uring  th e  

in h e r i t a n c e  t r i p  to  Geneva, fo rc e d  t o  rem ain in c o g n ito  because  o f  h i s  change 

o f  r e l i g i o n ,  R ousseau had sud d en ly  p a n ick e d  when n o t r e c e iv in g  work from 

th e  f r i e n d  who was a s s i s t i n g  him in  t h i s  l e g a l  m a t te r ,  conv inced  th e  man 

was o u t t o  f le e c e  him . Again in  M o n tp e l l ie r ,  n o t h a v in g  re c e iv e d  word 

from  ChambSry, he had  s im i la r ly  p a n ick e d .

1C.C. I ,  No. 16 (Septem ber 1 3 , 1 7 3 7 ) ,  p .  ^9.



O th er f a c to r s  b ro u g h t f e e l in g s  o f  p e r s e c u t io n :  f e a r  o f  r i d i c u l e  ( i . e .

d ish o n o r)  f o r  exam ple. Again d u r in g  th e  M o n tp e l l ie r  t r i p ,  u n t i l  th e  tim e 

Mme. de Larnage had made h e r  amorous i n te n t io n s  c l e a r ,  h e r  c o q u e try  ■ and 

th e  p o in te d  rem arks o f  an e ld e r ly  g en tlem an ."sh arin g  th e  s ta g e c o a c h  p e rsu ad ed  

R ousseau t h a t  th e  two had banded to g e th e r  t o  make fun  o f  him.

R o u sse au 's  C harm ettes p r a y e r  i s  r e v e a l in g  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  a sp e c t 

o f  h is  c h a r a c t e r ,  i t s  p ro m ises  c o n s t i t u t i n g  an in v e n to ry  o f  th e  th in g s  he 

f e l t  he was d o in g  w rong. Among a tte m p ts  t o  f r e e  h im s e lf  from a  to o - c lo s e  

a tta ch m e n t t o  w o rld ly  p l e a s u r e s ,  t o  l i v e  in  p u r i t y ,  do h is  du ty  and lo v e  and 

s e rv e  h is  fe llo w -m an , R ousseau  p ro m ised : " . . .  s u r to u t  j e  r£ p r im e ra i ma

c o le r e  e t  mon im p a tie n c e , j e  t t l c h e r a i  de me re n d re  doux a  l 'e g a r d  de to u t  

l e  monde, j e  ne d i r a i  du mal a  p e rs o n n e , Je  n e  me p e r m e t t r a i  n i  Jugem ents 

te im e ra ire s , n i  m auvaises c o n je c tu re s  s u r  l a  c o n d u ite  du p ro c h a in ; . . .  Je  

p a rd o n n e ra i to u jo u r s  du fond de mon co eu r a  to u s  ceux q u i p o u r r a ie n t  

m 'o f fe n s e r  comme je  p a rdonne  des a  p re s e n t  san s  re s e rv e  a  to u s  ceux qu i 

p eu v en t m 'a v o ir  f a i t  q u e lq u e  o f f e n s e ,  j e  vous p r i e ,  o mon D ieu , de l e u r  

p a rd o n n e r de mSme e t  de l e u r  a c c o rd e r  v 3 t r e  grS.ce, J 'e v i t e r a i  avec so in  de 

ja m a is  o f f e n s e r  p e rs o n n e , e t  s i  j ' a v a i s  ce m alheu r j e  ne r o u g i r a i  p o in t  

de l e u r  f a i r e  l e s  r e p a r a t io n s  l e s  p lu s  s a t i s f a i s a n t e s . "1

The p e r s e c u t io n  a ro u s in g  R o u sse a u 's  a n g e r was n o t e n t i r e l y  im ag in a ry . 

D uring th e  l a s t  C harm ettes y e a r s ,  R ousseau  h ad  h i s  f i r s t  t a s t e  o f  sy s te m a tic  

h o s t i l i t y .  We have a lr e a d y  seen  how g r e a t ly  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  Mme. 

de W arens' f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  a f f e c t e d  him and how i t  had  been  a  m ajor 

cause  o f  h is  nervous breakdow n. Now, as a  "gentlewom an fa rm e r ,"  h is  bene­

f a c t r e s s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u ln e ra b le  th ro u g h  h e r  s c a t t e r e d  p o s s e s s io n s .  Her 

farm  d eb ts  and c o n t in u a l  e x tr a v a n t  p u rc h a se s  d eep ly  u p se t R ousseau. S tu d y in g



in  th e  C harm ettes fa rm house , w h ile  Mama was l i v in g  in  town w ith  W in tz e n r ie d , 

th e  young man s t i l l  f e l t  r e s p o n s ib le ,  th r e a te n e d  a n d , f r a n k ly ,  s c a r e d .

" . . .  J t  v ’e n v is a g e a is  que ru in e  e t  d e s a s t r e s ,  e t  l e  moment m 'en s e m b la it  

s i  p ro ch e  que J 'e n  s e n ta i s  d 'av an ce  to u te s  l e s  h o r r e u r s , ’’■*■ he c o n fe s s e s .

In  1739# f o r  exam ple, money problem s were s e r io u s .  J e a n -J a c q u e s  d id  

w hat he  co u ld  t o  s o lv e  them , w r i t in g  l e t t e r s  h e re  and  th e r e  t o  p o t e n t i a l  

p r o t e c to r s .  He t r i e d  t o  s e l l  a  s ta g e c o a c h -p la n  to  t h e  k in g  o f  Savoy in  

exchange f o r  a  p e n s io n  and a tte m p te d , u n s u c c e s s f u l ly , t o  o b ta in  h i s  m iss in g  

and presum edly  dead  b r o t h e r ’s sh a re  o f  th e  m a te rn a l in h e r i t a n c e .  He d id  

e v e ry th in g  s h o r t  o f  s a c r i f i c i n g  th e  developm ent o f  h i s  gen iu s  t o  Mama's 

(anyway h o p e le s s )  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ;  t h i s  he cou ld  n o t do and f o r  good 

re a s o n , b u t ,  a t  th e  t im e ,  on ly  h e , as we have s e e n , b e l ie v e d  in  J e a n -  

Jacq u es  R ousseau — and even he co u ld  n o t be s u re . C hoosing lo n g - te rm  

d e s t in y  otfer s h o r t - te r m  du ty  was a gamble a t  b e s t .  R ousseau  had  ta k e n  

th e  d e c is io n  h i s  g en iu s  fo rc e d  on him b u t a l l - to o - o b v io u s  f in a n c ia l ,  problem s 

b ro u g h t i t  c o n s ta n t ly  to  h is  a t t e n t i o n ,  u n d e rsc o rin g  th e  ’’g u i l t "  in h e r e n t  

in  h is  p o s i t io n  a t  Mama's. He was ex trem ely  nervous and on th e  d e fe n s iv e .  

T h is to u c h in e s s  and sen se  o f  danger may w e l l  e x p la in  why, tw ic e  in  1739# 

R ousseau  and W in tz e n rie d  s ig n e d  fo rm al co m p la in ts  a g a in s t  s e r v a n ts  caugh t 

a t  p e t ty  th ie v e r y .
O

R o u sseau 's  1.739 poem, Le V erger de Mme. de W arens. p u b l is h e d  in  

Chambeiy oar in  Iyons (R o u sseau 's  f i r s t  p u b l ic a t io n ,  by th e  w a y ), r e v e a ls  

even more s e r io u s  t h r e a t s  t o  th e  " fam ily "  w e ll-b e in g . (The v i o l e n t  p o r t io n  

o f  t h i s  poem, o r  m ost o f  w hat i s  h e re in  c i t e d ,  was n o t  in c lu d e d  in  th e  1739

-̂C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  271.
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p u b lis h e d  t e x t . )  T h is  poem, w hich we w i l l  examine in  d e t a i l ,  r e p re s e n ts

a  p u b l ic  re p ly  t o  an a p p a re n tly -w e a lth y  l o c a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s

a t ta c k in g  Mme. de W arens' p rim ary  so u rc e  o f  incom e, h e r  ro y a l  p e n s io n , on

th e  m oral ground t h a t  she  was u s in g  i t  t o  "keep" an i d l e ,  see m in g ly -w o rth le ss

young man.^" In  t h i s  poem, a f t e r  s in g in g  th e  b e a u ty  and h ap p in ess  o f  h is

s tu d io u s  r e t r e a t ,  R ousseau th a n k s  h i s  b e n e f a c tr e s s  f o r  h a v in g , a lo n e  (n o te

th e  r e f l e c t i o n  on I s a a c  R o u sse au ), p ro c u re d  su ch  c o n d it io n s  fo r  h im , ad d in g :

"V ainem ent un co eu r b a s  [ v a r i a t io n :  'd e s  co eu rs  b a s ' ] ,  des to e s  m e rc e n a ire s ,

/  P a r  des a v is  c ru e ls  p lu tS t  que s a l u t a i r e s ,  /  Cent f o i s  o n t e ssay e  de

m 'Q ter vos b o n te s ,"  He th e n  accu ses  h i s  a c c u se rs  o f  m a te r ia l i s m ,2 a s s e r t in g

h is  own nob le  sco rn  o f  e a r th ly  g o o d s, h i s  s t o i c  a b i l i t y  t o  a f f r o n t  m isery

and h i s  d e te rm in a tio n  n e v e r ,  even  in  th e  d i r e s t  n e c e s s i t y ,  t o  tu r n  to  th e se

c ru e l  p e rso n s  f o r  h e lp .  He c o n t in u e s ,  a d d re s s in g  h im s e lf  to  Mme. de W arens:

L a isse z  des en v ieu x  l a  t ro u p e  m e p risab le  
A tta q u e r  des v e r tu s  don t 1 ' e c l a t  l e s  a c c a b le :
B edaignez l e u r s  co m p lS ts , l e u r  h a in e ,  l e u r  f u r e u r ,
La p a ix  n 'e n  e s t  pas moins au  fond  de v o tre  c o e u r ,
Tandis q ue , v i l s  jo u e t s  de l e u r s  p ro p re s  f u r i e s ,
A lim ents des s e r p e n ts  don t e l l e s  s o n t n o u r r i e s ,
Le crim e e t  l e s  rem ords p o r t e n t  au  fond  des l e u r s  
Le t r i s t e  chettim ent de l e u r s  n o ir e s  h o r r e u r s .
Sem blables en l e u r  ra g e  a  l a  guepe m aligne  
De t r a v a i l  in c a p a b le ,  e t  de s e c o u rs  in d ig n e  
Qui ne v i t  que de v o ls  e t  d o n t e n f in  l e  s o r t  
E s t de f a i r e  du mal en  se  dorm ant l a  m o rt,
Q u 'i l s  e x h a le n t en v a in  l e u r  c o le r e  im p u is s a n te ,
Leurs m enaces, po u r vous n 'o n t  r i e n  q u i m 'ep o u v an te ;
I l s  v o u d ra ie n t d 'u n  g ran d  Roi vous 5 t e r  l e s  b i e n f a i t s :
Mais de p lu s  n o b les  s o in s  i l l u s t r e n t  s e s  p r o j e t s .

R ousseau d ip lo m a tic a l ly  p r a i s e s  th e  k i n g 's  g ran d eu r and c h a r i t a b l e  v i r t u e ;

th e n :

^ I t  must be r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t r a f f i c  was c o n s ta n t  betw een Chamb&ry and th e  
Vaud c o u n try , where Mme. de W arens ' r e p u ta t io n  was n o t e n v ia b le ,  and t h a t  
C laude A n e t 's  d ea th  and b o th  R o u sse a u 's  and W in tz e n r ie d 's  p re sen c e  i n t t h e  
h o u seh o ld  had s u re ly  been  s u b je c ts  o f  l o c a l  sm all-to w n  g o s s ip . Mme. de 
Warens d id  n o t en joy  th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  a  J u l i e .

2C f. R o usseau 's  (? )  l e t t e r  t o  "Mon c h e r  C o u zin ,"  p . 106 h e re in .
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E t v o u s , sage WARENS, que ce Htjros p ro te g e  
En va in  l a  calom nie en s e c r e t  vous a s s ie g e  
C raignez  peu  se s  e f f e t s ,  b rav ez  son v a in  co u rro u x ,
La v e r tu  vous d e fe n d , e t  c ’e s t  a sse z  p o u r v o us:

R ousseau c o n t in u e s ,  d e c la r in g  h im s e lf  no f l a t t e r e r  and t h a t  Mme. de W arens, 

beifcng human, i s  n o t  p e r f e c t  ( a  le f t -h a n d e d  com plim ent, c e r t a i n l y ,  p o in t in g  

o u t R o u sseau 's  c o n tin u in g  b i t t e r n e s s  to w ard  h e r  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  m a in ta in in g  

r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h e r  p a r a s i t i c  " in t r u d e r s " ) .  To h e r ,  he rem arks p o in te d ly :  

"La h a in e  q u e lq u e fo is  donne un a v is  u t i l e :  /  Blamez c e t t e  b o n te  t r o p  douce 

e t  t r o p  f a c i l e  /  Qui so u v en t el le u r s  yeux  a  cau se  vos m a lh e u rs ."  N e x t, 

he p r a i s e s  h e r  v i r t u e  and a ccu ses  h e r  a t ta c k e r s  o f  h y p o c r is y . Now he a f ­

f i r m s ,  as d e l i c a t e ly  as p o s s i b l e ,  th e  s u p e r io r  m e rit  o f  h e r  seem in g ly - 

v a lu e le s s  p r o te g e ,  h im s e lf ,  p o in t in g  o u t h i s  heavy program  o f  s t u d i e s ,  h is  

i l l n e s s  and h is  lo v e  o f  v i r t u e .  The p re fa c e  t o  th e  poem a g a in  j u s t i f i e s  

h is  f a i l u r e  t o  dev o te  h im s e lf  to  g a in f u l  em ploym ent, on th e  grounds o f  

i l l n e s s :  "On ne m anquera pas de s 'e e r i e r ,  Un m alade f a i r e  des v e rs .' Un

homme a  deux d o ig ts  du tombeau.' C 'e s t  p re c ise m e n t p o u r  c e l a  que j ' a i  f a i t  

des v e r s :  s i  j e  me p o r t a i s  moins m al, j e  me c r o i r a i s  com ptable de mes

o c c u p a tio n s  au b ie n  de l a  s o c i e t e ;  l ' e t a t  oil j e  s u is  ne  me perm et de t r a -  

v a i l l e r  q u 'a  ma p ro p re  s a t i s  f a c t  ion  [ J I .' ]"^

R o u sseau 's  am biguous, g u i l t - r i d d e n ,  seem ing ly  a n t i - s o c i a l  and p u re ly  

e g o t i s t i c a l  m o nastic  s i t u a t i o n  d u rin g  th e  l a s t  y e a rs  a t  Mme. de W arens' and 

th e  p ro b le m a tic  n a tu re  o f  h is  "wager" on h is  g en iu s  do much t o  e x p la in  h is  

l a t e r  a p p a r e n t ly - in e x p l ic a b le  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  co n ce rn in g  D id e r o t 's  r a t h e r  

inocuous aphorism : "Only th e  w icked man i s  a lo n e ."  N ev er, d u r in g  Rous­

s e a u 's  e n t i r e  p e r io d  o f  o b s c u r i ty ,  t h a t  i s ,  n e a r ly  tw o - th i r d s  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  

c o u ld  he a f f i r m  w ith  a s s u ra n c e ,  " I  am a  w o rth y , h o n o rab le  human b e in g ,"  

b u t  w as, r a t h e r ,  fo rc e d  t o  d e fe n d  h im s e lf  a g a in s t  th e  a c c u s a tio n  o f  b e in g

•^Cited by Guehenno, V ol. I ,  p .  95*
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s o c i a l l y  s u p e r f lu o u s ,  even p e r n ic io u s .  At f i r s t  th e  a c c u s a tio n  em anated 

from th e  p a te r n a l  dom ain, a r t i c u l a t e d  by I s a a c  R ousseau , w ith  a  h o s t  o f  

c o n c u rr in g  v o ic e s . The c a se  f o r  th e  p ro s e c u t io n  had  c e n te re d  a round  

young R ousseau’ s r e j e c t i o n  o f  and r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  th e  s o c i a l  r o le  chosen 

f o r  him by th o s e  t o  whom he had  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  r e b e l l io n  sy m bo lized  by h is  

e x p a t r ia t io n  and c o n v e rs io n , w hich l a t t e r  a c t io n s  w ere deemed m a n ife s ta t io n s  

o f  some m onstrous i n g r a t i t u d e  h a v in g  i t s  ro o ts  in  a  b a s ic  m oral w o r th le s s n e s s . 

Young R ousseau had se n se d  a t  once th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  a c c u s a tio n  on th e  

l e v e l  o f  a p p e a ra n c e s , c o n t r a d ic t in g  h i s  own p ro fo u n d  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  t h i s  

was n o t so and th a t  i t  was s o c ie ty  t h a t  had  in  some o b scu re  way f a i l e d  h im ; 

y e t , he was w ith o u t e v id en c e  on h is  b e h a l f  and was n o t in v u ln e ra b le  t o  

doubt.

Now, th e  p a t e r n a l  a c c u s a tio n  was b e in g  r e p e a te d  w ith  re g a rd  t o  Mme. 

de W arens. The dangers  had  become c o n t r e te  ( lo s s  o f  freedom , f i n a n c i a l  

d i s a s t e r ,  s e p a ra t io n  from  '’fa m ily "  and "hom e"), as had  th e  d e fe n se  (Rous­

s e a u ’s m is fo r tu n e s ,  i l l n e s s  and im pending  d e a th ) .  S o , t o o ,  th e  t h r e a t s  

t o  R ousseau’s h o n o r and m e r i t  w ould  p r o g r e s s iv e ly  c o n c r e t iz e  i n to  o v e r t  

h o s t i l i t y  tow ards him as  he p e n e t r a te d  more and more d eep ly  i n to  th e  lab y ­

r i n t h  o f  s o c ie ty .

From 17^0 t o  17^2 , R ousseau was in  Iyons (ab sen ce  t o  w hich th e  uncom­

f o r t a b le  Chambery s i t u a t i o n  c o n t r ib u te d ) .  Back a t  C harm ettes a t  t h e  be­

g in n in g  o f  17^2 , R ousseau found h im s e lf  fa c e d  w ith  a n o th e r  t h r e a t s  h is  

f i r s t  docum ented e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  p e rso n s  who can be  c o n s id e re d  dow nrigh t 

i l l - i n t e n t i o n e d .  A d is p u te  was i g n i t e d  when a  n e ig h b o r in g  a t to rn e y - la n d o w n d r 's  

fam ily  was cau g h t s t e a l i n g  p ro d u ce  from  Mme. de W arens' f i e l d s  and o rc h a rd s
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and firew o o d  from h e r  w oods. Then th e  n e ig h b o r l e d  a  h u n tin g  p a r ty  a c ro ss  

h e r  p la n te d  f i e l d s .  T h e r e a f te r ,  a  p e a s a n t was caugh t d u t t in g  firew o o d  on 

Mama’s p r o p e r ty ,  and h i s  axe was ta k e n  from him . The p e a sa n t w ent to  th e  

n e ig h b o r 's  t o  com pla in ; th e  n e ig h b o r 's  w ife  to o k  th e  p e a s a n t 's  s i d e ;  and 

th e  P ic ro c h o l ia n  War had  e ru p td d . R o u sseau 's  nervous s t a t e  a t  t h i s  p o in t  

n eed  o n ly  be im ag ined .

The n e ig h b o r began t o  h a r r a s s  Mme. de Warens s e r i o u s l y ,  b lo c k in g  com­

mon ro ad s  and th e  p a ssa g e  by w hich h e r  an im a ls  w ere le d  to  w a te r ,  p o l lu t in g  

h e r  s tre a m  w ith  h i s  own w ash -w a te r. A d e p lo ra b le  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  t y p i c a l  

sm all-to w n  b e h a v io r ,  and w hich Mme. de W arens' " sc a n d a lo u s"  conduct seems 

t o  have b ro u g h t on h e r s e l f .  R o u sse au 's  r e a c t io n ,  how ever, i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .

In  a  l e t t e r  o f  co m p la in t d a te d  June  1 7 , 1 7 ^ 2 ,^  w hich he a d d re sse d  in  h is  

b e n e f a c t r e s s '  name t o  a  l o c a l  a u th o r i t y ,  we f in d  some i n t e r e s t i n g  o b se rv a ­

t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  p o s i t io n  as in n o c e n t v ic t im !  he d e s c r ib e s  t h e  n e ig h b o r 

as th e  c o n s ta n t  a g g re s s o r ,  Mme. de Warens as th e  weak (" a c c a b l£ e  de maux e t  

d ' i n f i r m i t e s " )  v ic t im . S econd , th e  " i n t e r e s t "  o f  th e  a g g re s s o r ,  who, he 

f e e l s ,  w ants t o  g e t r i d  o f  Mme. de Warens in  o rd e r  t o  r e n t  th e  fa rm land  

h im s e lf .  T h ird  and m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  R o u sseau 's  r e a c t io n  to  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  open h o s t i l i t y  d i r e c te d  tow ard  a  p e rso n  w ith  whom he i d e n t i f i e d .  When 

Mme. de Warens com plained  t o  th e  n e ig h b o r , he s a i d ,  th e  man had  r e p l i e d  

m y s te r io u s ly  t h a t  he w ould " f i n i s h  what he had  s t a r t e d . "  Commented a  t e r r i ­

f i e d  R ou sseau , in  a  la c o n ic  way t h a t  p r e f ig u r e s  h is  l a t e r  p a ra n o id  r e l i a n c e  

on " s ig n s "  and s u s p ic io n s :  " . . .  J e  t ro u v a i  l a  s e n te n c e  s in g u l i e r e  . . .  "

Thus we f in d ,  in  Jan u a ry  17^2, R ousseau rem ark ing  to  f r i e n d  C onzie:

•̂ C.C. I ,  No. U6, Mme. de Warens t o  C laude de M enthon, B aro n ,d e  L o m ay , 
p p . 151 e t  seq .
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" . . .  P ourquoi n 'e te s - v o u s  pas com e l e s  a u t r e s , e t  de ouo i vous a v is e z -  

vous i c i  de v o u lo ir  § t r e  ra is o n n a b le ?  Chambery e s t - i l  l e  pays de l a  r a i s o n ,  

e t  quand i l  a r r iv e  a  un h o m e  qu i pense d 'y  en r e n c o n t r e r  ion a u t r e ,  e s t - i l  

p o s s ib le  de ne pas a b u se r  d 'u n  av an tag e  3 i  r a r e ? " ^  The l e t t e r  co n c lu d es  by 

R o u sseau 's  c o n f id in g  t h a t  he had a lre a d y  s e v e r a l  t i n e s  had  th e  o c ca s io n  to  

r e p e a t  O v id 's  "B arbarus h ie  ego sum, q u ia  non i n t e l l i g o r  i l l i s .  /  E t r i d e n t  

S t o l i d i  v e rb a  l a t i n a  C -etae." R ousseau l a t e r  w ro te  C o n z ie , "Ce n 'e s t  pas 

sans doute vous f a i r e  un g rand  e lo g e ,  que de vous a v o u e r , M onsieu r, que 

j e  n ' a i  tro u v e  que vous s e u l ,  a Chambery, c ap a b le  de re n d re  un s e r v ic e
p

p a r  p u re  g e n e r o s i te  . . .

Not only  does t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  throw  l i g h t  on R o u sseau 's  contem porary

frame o f  mind and foreshadow  fu tu r e  p rob lem s in  human r e l a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t

a lso  p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in s  h is  d e c is io n  t o  d e s e r t  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  and le av e

f o r  P a r is  in  p u r s u i t  o f  a  fo r tu n e  t h a t  s e rv e d  as th e  t r i p ' s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  —

s in c e  he o b v io u s ly  f e l t  th e  t r i p  needed j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  T his h o s t i l i t y ,

and n e i th e r  Mme. de Warens n o r W in tz e n r ie d , ap p ea rs  t o  have been  th e

c a t a ly s t  t h a t  s e n t  him on h is  way. In  h is  E p i s t l e  t o  f r i e n d  P a r i s o t ,  o f

1742, he w ro te  ( r e f e r r i n g  to  h im s e lf  in  th e  t h i r d  p e rs o n ) :

Que l u i  s e r t  de c h e rc h e r  dans c e t t e  s o l i tu d e  
A f u i r  1 ' e c l a t  du monde e t  son in q u ie tu d e  
S i ,  ju s q u 'e n  ce d e s e r t  a l a  p a ix  d e s t in e  
Le s o r t  l u i  donne e n c o re , a l u i  n u i r e  ach am e  
D 'un a f f re u x  p ro c u re u r  l e  v o is in a g e  h o r r ib le  
IJo u rri d 'e n c re  e t  de f i e l ,  don t l a  g r i f f e  t e r r i b l e  
De se s  t r i s t e s  v o is in s  e s t  p lu s  c r a in te  c e n t fo is  
Que l e  h o u s sa rd  c r u e l  du p au v re  B a v a ro is .3

1C.C. I ,  No. 4 3 , pp . 138-9 .

^C.C. I ,  No. 59 > December 2 1 , 1743, p . 194. C onzie l a t e r  s t a t e d  - -  a f t e r ,  
how ever, R o u sseau 's  m is a n th ro p ic  le g e n d  h ad  been  form ed — "Comme je  le  v c y a is  
to u s  le s  jo u r s  e t  q u ' i l  me p a r l a i t  avec c o n f ia n c e ,  j e  ne p o u v a is  d o ftte r de son 
goQt d ec id e  p o u r l a  s o l i tu d e  e t  j e  p u is  d i r e  un m epris  in n e  p o u r l e s  h o m e s ,  
un penchan t de te rm in e  a  b lSm er le u r s  d e f a u t s ,  l e u r s  f a i b l e s ; i l  n o u r r i s s a i t  
en l u i  une d e f ia n c e  c o n s ta n te  en l e u r  p r o b i t e . "  C.C. I ,  Appendix A -17, p . 294.

^ E n i t re  a P a r i s o t . 0 . C. I I ,  p .  1143.
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T his s i t u a t i o n  a ls o  c o n tr ib u te d  t o  R o usseau 's  c o n t in u a l ly - a r t i c u l a t e d

" l i t t l e  s t o r y , "  p a th e t i c  by n e c e s s i t y ,  p a th e t i c  by t a s t e  and now p a th e t i c

by c irc u m s ta n c e s . Thus we f in d  such contem porary s e l f - p o r t r a i t s  ass

Ne: dans l 'o b s c u r i t £ ,  j ' a i  f a i t  des mon en fan ce  
Des c a p r ic e s  du s o r t  l a  t r i s t e  ex p e rien ce  
E t s ' i l  e s t  q u e lq u e  b ie n  q u ' i l  ne m 'a i t  p o in t  8 te  
MSme p a r  ses  fa v e u rs  i l  m 'a  p e r s e c u te .  ^

and :

D eplace p a r  l e  s o r t ,  t r a h i  p a r  l a  t e n d r e s s e ,
Mes maux s o n t comptSs p a r  mes jo u r s .
Im pruden t q u e lq u e f o is ,  p e r s e c u te  t o u jo u r s .
Souvent l e  chSltim ent su rp a sse  l a  f a i b l e s s e .2

t e r s e l y  resum ed in  R o u sseau 's  comment: " . . .  De b ie n  des m alheurs ma r a is o n

e s t  l e  f r u i t .

R ousseau had alw ays t a c i t l y  in te n d e d  to  m easure h is  w orth  amongst th e  

gods o f  Mount Olympus, b u t  th e  s te p  betw een dream and a c t i o n , fo r  h im , alw ays 

r e q u i r e d  some s p e c ia l  e x t e r i o r  im petus t o  shake him ou t o f  h i s  ten d en cy  t o  

in a c t io n .  W hereas th e  Chambery " p e rs e c u tio n "  seems t o  have s e rv e d  t h i s  

p u rp o s e , i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  a n o th e r  fo rc e  a ls o  c o n tr ib u te d  t o  R ousseau’ s 

d e c is io n  t o  le a v e  Mme. de Warens ( to  whom he was s t i l l  u n f a i l in g ly  d e v o te d ) . 

A lthough  t h i s  may w e l l  r e p r e s e n t  n o th in g  more c o n c re te  th a n  a  y o u th fu l  

l i t e r a r y  a tte m p t a p p l ie d  to  a  f a n ta c iz e d  v e rs io n  o f  h is  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,^

^ I b i d . . p .  1137. ( i t a l i c s  m in e .)

2Pour Madame de B le u r ie u . O.C. I I ,  p .  1133. ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)
■a
E p i t r e  a  P a r i s o t . O.C. I I ,  p p .1139*

^The s u s p ic io n  t h a t  t h i s  was a  p u re  f a n ta s y - s i tu a t io n  i s  b a se d  on th e  
h ig h ly  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y  o f  R o u sseau 's  l e t t e r  and th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  a c c o rd in g  
t h i s  p a s s io n  w ith  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  h is  a r r i v a l  in  Lyons, R ousseau  
was s ig h in g  f o r  th e  w ife  o f  h is  em ployer ( to  whom t h i s  l e t t e r  was o b v io u s ly  
n o t  a d d re sse d )  and t h a t  he ended h is  s h o r t  Iyons re s id e n c y  madly in  lo v e  w ith  
a  young L yonnaise  named Suzanne S e r r e . A lthough t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  o f te n  a t ­
t r i b u t e d  t o  R o u sseau 's  p a s s io n  f o r  M ile . S e r r e ,  i t  i s  h a rd  t o  b e l ie v e  he 
w ould have ta k e n  a  le a v e  o f  absence  from t h i s  " lo v e  a ffa irY  t o  f a l l  i n  lo v e



a  l e t t e r  a d d re ssed  "by R ousseau t o  an unknown young d e m o ise lle -sa n s-m erc y  

su g g e s ts  t h a t ,  pe rh ap s d u rin g  a  1739 v i s i t  t o  I y o h s ,  R ousseau f e l l  p a s ­

s io n a te ly  in  lo v e ,  f o r  n e i th e r  th e  f i r s t  n o r  th e  l a s t  t im e ,  and t h a t  a  p r e t t y  

Lyonnaise was a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  R ousseau’ s change o f  o r i e n t a ­

t i o n . . .  o r  th e  d e s ir e  t o  meet such a  young la d y  was a t t r a c t i n g  him.

"L’ am b itio n  n i  l a  fum le ne to u c h e n t p o in t  mon c o e u r ,"  R o u sseau 's  l e t t e r  

pompously d e c la re d  in  im i ta t io n  o f  h is  m o ra l s t u d i e s ,  p ro b a b ly  w ith  s i n c e r i t y  

i f  n o t w ith  v e r a c i ty ;  " j 'a v a i s  r e s o lu  de p a s s e r  l e  r e s t e  de mes jo u r s  en 

p h ilo so p h e  dans une r e t r a i t e  qu i s ’ o f f r a i t  a  m oi. Vous avez d e t r u i t  ces 

beaux  p r o j e t s ,  j ' a i  s e n t i  q u ' i l  m 'e t a i t  im p o s s ib le  de v iv r e  l l o i g n l  de vous 

e t  p o u r me p ro c u re r  l e s  moyens de m 'en ra p p ro c h e r  J e  t e n t e  un voyage que 

mon m alheur o r d in a i r e  em pgchera s a n s  d o u te  d e  r l u s s i r . "■*• The "means" tu rn e d  

o u t to  be employment as t u t o r  to  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  Jean  Bonnot de M ably, p o s i ­

t io n  w hich R ousseau h e ld  from May 17^0 t o  May 17^1.

M idd le-aged  Mably was a  r i c h  and  im p o r ta n t m an, who e n jo y ed  a .r re p u ta tio n  

as i n t e l l i g e n t  and e n lig h te n e d  e p ic u re a n  p h i lo s o p h e r  and honng te  homme.

This i s  one o f  th e  few p e r io d s  o f  w hich  we have a  " n a iv e "  contem porary  ac­

coun t o f  R o u sseau 's  y o u th fu l  human r e l a t i o n s .  The young man e n te r e d  th e  

Mably house f u l l  o f  hope and en th u sia sm  n o t  u n l ik e  t h a t  o f  th e  c a s t le -d re a m  

o f  h is  ch ild h o o d . The fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  t o  Mably e x p re s s e s  h is  se n tim e n ts  

q u i te  v iv id ly :

"P erm ettez-m oi de vous tem o ig n e r l e  v i f  em pressem ent que j ' a i  de r i p  on d r e

w ith  h is  e m p lo y e r 's  w i f e ,  l a t e r  t o  r e tu r n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  lo v e . On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  
as th e  fo llo w in g  t e x t s  show, R ousseau  was t o t a l l y  id e n t i f y in g  w ith  th e  
fam ily  by whom he was employed d u r in g  th e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  h i s  so jo u rn  in  Lyons.
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el l 'h o n n e u r  que vous v o u lez  b ie n  me f a i r e ' de m 'a p p e le r  chez v o u s.

Vous pouvez S t r e  a s s u r e ,  M o n sieu r, que Je  s e r a i  a t t e n t i f  a  r e m p lir  mes de­

v o i r s  don t J e  co n n a is  u o u te  l ' im p o r ta n c e ,  e t  q u ’ i l  ne t i e n d r a  p a s  & moi 

de l e s  dedommager de l a  m e d io c r i te  de mes lu m ie re s  d t  de mon s a v o i r  p a r  

un z e le  e t  des so in s  q u i dans l e  fond  p o u rro n t l e u r  e t r e  a u s s i  av an tag eu x  

que des t a l e n t s  p lu s  re c h e rc h e s ;  . . .  Le p re m ie r  e t  l e  p r i n c i p a l  b u t de 

to u te  ma c o n d u ite  s e r a  to u jo u r s  de vous a g re e r .

"11 e s t  a s s e z  o r d in a i r e  il ceux  q u i e n t r e n t  dans une m aison d 'y  con- 

s e r v e r  des vues p a r t i c u l i e r e s  d 'a f f a i r e s  e t  d ' i n t £ r e t  q u i fo n t  q u ' i l s  s 'y  

re g a rd e n t  to u jo u r s  comme e t r a n g e r s .  P a r  ra p p o r t  a  m oi, M o n sieu r, ce ne 

s e r a  p o in t  c e la .  J e  td c h e r a i  de m e r i te r  que vous v e u i l l e z  b ie n  me t e n i r  

l i e u  de p e r e ,  comme Je  me p ro p o se  a u s s i  de r e m p lir  il v o tre  6 g a rd  to u s  l e s  

d e v o irs  de f i l s  re sp e c tu e u x  . . .

"D etache  des l 'e n f a n c e  de ma p ro p re  p a t r i e ,  j e  ne t i e n s  ll r i e n  s u r  l a  

t e r r e  q u 'a  une b i e n f a i t r i c e  e t  une mere d 'a d o p t io n .  A in s i ,  h o rs  ce que je  

d o is  a  s e s  v e r tu s  e t  a  se s  b i e n f a i t s , j 'a p p o r t e r a i  r€ u n is  dans v o tr e  mai­

son to u s  l e s  s e n tim e n ts  de z e le  e t  d 'a t ta c h e m e n t que l a  n a tu re  e t  l 'a m i t i e  

a f f a i b l i s s e n t  o rd in a ire m e n t dans l e s  a u t r e s  hommes en l e s  p a r ta g e a n t  e n t r e  

t r o p  d 'o b j e t s .  Que s ’i l  m 'a r r iv e  de com m ettre quelque f a u t e ,  J e  reponds 

d ’avance q u 'e l l e s  [ s ic ]  s e r o n t  to u jo u r s  d ig n es  de p a rd o n , p a rc e  q u 'e l l e s  

ne s e r o n t  ja m a is  v o lo n ta i r e s ,  ce q u i n 'em p § ch era  p a s ,  M onsieu r, que vous 

n 'a y e z  l a  b o n te  de me l e s  f a i r e  c o n n a i t r e  a f in  que j 'a p p r e n n e  a  l e s  e v i t e r ,  

Ce s o n t l a  l e s  d is p o s i t io n s  avec le s q u e l le s  j ' a u r a i  l 'h o n n e u r  d 'e n t r e r  

chez bous e t  dans l e s q u e l l e s  j e  p e r s £ v e ra i  conbtamment s i  vous d a ig n ez  m 'y 

a g r e e r .1,1

1C.C. I .  No. 36 ( A p r i l ,  17^ 0), pp. 119-120.



How f a r  t h i s  l e t t e r  goes beyond mere fo rm a li ty .’ How co m p le te ly  th e  

S u b je c tiv e  R ousseau h a s ,  a t  t h i s  moment, b roken  w ith  t h e  p a s t ;  how e x ce s ­

s iv e  a re  h is  hopes and am b itio n s .’ T h is  i s  no mere ’’Jo b ” b u t a  dom estic  

u n iv e r s e , a  ’’c a s t l e ” he hopes t o  f i l l ,  n o t as a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  employee 

b u t as C h ild  o f  th e  Fam ily . Hnd how g re a t  i s  h i s  f e a r  o f  r e j e c t i o n !  

R o u sseau 's  l e t t e r  t o  Mme. de Warens upon e n tra n c e  in to  th e  Mably ho u seh o ld  

shows th e  f u r th e r  developm ent o f  th e s e  c h i ld l i k e  s e n t im e n ts :

”Me v o ic i  e n f in  a r r iv e  chez M onsieur de Mably. J e  ne vous d i r a i  p o in t  

enco re  p rg c isem en t q u e l le  y  s e r a  ma s i t u a t i o n ,  m ais ce q u ’i l  m’en p a r a l t  de j 

n 'a  r ie n  de r e b u ta n t .  M onsieur de Mably e s t  un t r e s  honnSte homme a  q u i un 

grand usage du monde, de l a  c o u r ,  e t  des p l a i s i r s  o n t a p p r is  a  p h ilo s o p h e r  

de bonne h e u re ,  e t  q u i n 'a  p a s  e t e  fUche de me t r o u v e r  des s e n tim e n ts  a sse z  

conco rdan ts  aux s i e n s .  J u s q u 'i c i  j e  n 'a i  q u 'a  me lo u e r  des e g a rd s  q u ' i l  m 'a  

tem o ig n £ s , i l  en ten d  que J 'e n  a g is s e  chez l u i  sans fagon e t  que j e  ne s o is  

gene en r i e n .  Vous devez J u g e r  q u '£ t a n t  a in s i  l i v r e  a  ma d i s c r e t i o n ,  

j e  m’en a c c o rd e ra i  en e f f e t  d 'a u t a n t  moins de l i b e r t e s ,  Les bonnes 

m an ieres p eu v en t t o u t  s u r  moi e t  s i  M onsieur de Mably ne se  dement p o i n t ,  

i l  p e u t S tr e  a ssu re  que mon c o e u r  l u i  s e r a  s in ce re m e n t a t ta c h e .  Mais vous 

m 'avez a p p r is  a  ne p as  c o u r i r  a  l 'e x t r§ m e  s u r  de p re m ie re s  a p p a re n c e s , e t  

a  ne jam ais  com pter p lu s  q u ' i l  ne f a u t  s u r  ce q u i depend de l a  f a n t a i s i e  

des hommes. S a v o ir ,  a  p r e s e n t ,  comment on pense  s u r  mon compte c 'e s t  ce 

q u i n ’e s t  pas e n tie re m e n t a  mon p o u v o ir . Ma t i m i d i t e  o r d in a i r e  m 'a v a i t  

f a i t  jo u e r  l e  p re m ie r Jo u r un a s s e z  s o t  p e rso n n a g e , e t  s i  M onsieur de Mably 

a v a i t  e te  S avo y ard , i l  a u r a i t  p o r te  la ^ d e s s u s  son re d o u ta b le  jugem ent sans 

e sp e ran ce  d 'a p p e l .  J e  ne s a i s  s i  au t r a v e r s  de c e t  a i r  em b arrasse  i l  a  

demgle en moi quelque chose de bon . Ce q u ' i l  y a  de s d r  c 'e s t  que se s
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m an ie res  p o l i e s  e t  en g ag ean tes  m 'o n t e n tie re m e n t r a s s u r l ,  e t  q u ' i l  ne 

t i e n t  p lu s  q u 'i l  moi de me m o n tre r  a  l u i  t e l  que Je  s u i s . " 1

R ousseau  had  lo n g  dreamed o f  s e rv in g  as t u t o r  in  th e  home o f  a  w e a lth y , 

en l ig h te n e d ,  r e s p e c ta b le  and r e s p e c te d  gen tlem an . More th an  a n y th in g  e l s e ,  

t h i s  p ro f e s s io n  app rox im ated  h is  l i f e l o n g  c a s t le -d re a m . A t u t o r  was a 

member o f  th e  fa m ily  — son t o  th e  p a r e n t s ,  b r o th e r  t o  th e  c h ild re n  - -  

y e t  r e t a in e d  h is  in d iv id u a l  i d e n t i t y  as o u t s id e r .  A t u t o r  was su p p o rte d  and 

p r o t e c t e d  by th e  f a m ily , y e t  en jo y ed  h is  own h o n o r ,d ig n i ty  and v a lue  

th ro u g h  th e  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  he b ro u g h t i n t o  th e  househo ld  and im p a rted  

t o  th e  c h i ld r e n  in  h is  c h a rg e . A t u t o r  c o u ld  be i l l u s t r i o u s  l i k e  Hobbes 

and Locke o r  her j j i c l i k e  th e  P r€ v o s tia n  h e ro ^  who e n te re d  th e  p ro fe s s io n  

when a  duke begged  him t o  s h a re  w ith  h is  son th e  v a s t  wisdom ga in ed  th ro u g h  

h i s  r i c h  l i f e  e x p e r ie n c e .

A la s ,  R ousseau  was a lo n e  in  s e e in g  th e  Job  in  t h i s  h e ro ic  l i g h t .  In  

th e  Sw iss Vaud c o u n try , I s a a c  R ousseau , now become J e a n -J a c q u e s ' "poor 

f a th e r "  —  o ld  a t  s ix ty - s e v e n ,  c r ip p le d  by a  b a d ly -h e a le d  broken th ig h  and 

w ith  a  w ife  a lm ost t o t a l l y  b l in d  — w ro te  Mme. de Warens a  to u c h in g  l e t t e r  

th a n k in g  h e r  f o r  h a v in g  p ro c u re d  h is  son "un employ q u i l e  t i r e  de l ' i n a c t i o n ,  

1 'e tu d e  e s t  f o r t  b e l l e  m ais quand on l ' a  p oussee  Jusques a  un c e r t a in  p o in t  

$ q u 'o n  a  pas ELu b ie n  on d o i t  c h e rc h e r  des o c cu p a tio n s  q u i donne [ s ic ]  du 

p a in  . . .  For o n c e , I s a a c  R ousseau and Mme. de Warens w ere in  agreem ent.

Nor d id  W olm ar-like  Mably see  th e  Job in  q u i te  R o u sseau 's  l i g h t .  R a th e r ,  

he seems t o  have had  in  mind a  k in d  o f  g l o r i f i e d  b a b y - s i t t e r  and a s s i s t a n t

J-C.C. I ,  No. 38 (May 1 , lT ^O ), p . 123.

M e n tio n e d  by John S. S p in k , In t r o d u c t io n  t o  P r o je t s  d 'E d u c a tio n , O.C.
IV , p . x x x i i i .

^C.C. I ,  No. 3 9 , (A ugust 2 2 , 1 7 ^ 0 ) , pp . 2U-5.
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s o c i a l  d i r e c t o r . ^  Hot a  l i k e l y  p ro s p e c t  t o  p la y  t h e  r o le  o f  f a th e r  t o  h is  

c h i ld r e n 's  t u t o r ,  in  17^0 he a lre a d y  had  fo u r  s o n s ,  aged  one t o  f iv e - a n d - a -  

h a l f , and a  d au g h te r was horn  b e fo re  R ousseau  l e f t  th e  h o u seh o ld . Nor 

was th e  p r o l i f i c  Mme. de M ably, w ith  whom R ousseau f e l l  in  lo v e  (a d m itte d ly  

a cc o rd in g  t o  h is  h a b i t ) ,  in c lM e d  t o  p la y  m o ther t o  a  tw e n ty - e ig h t - y e a r - o ld  

" c h i l d . "  She t r i e d  to  te a c h  R ousseau  m anners so  he  c o u ld  a s s i s t  h e r  w ith  

g u e s t s ,  b u t he h an d led  h im s e lf  so  awkwardly and was so  sham efaced and slow  

t h a t  she l o s t  p a t ie n c e  and gave up . No more s u c c e s s f u l  in  lo v e  th a n  in  

m anners, R ousseau (a g a in  a c c o rd in g  t o  custom ) d id  n o t d e c la re  h im s e lf  b u t  

would gaze a t  h e r  in  a d m ira tio n  and s ig h .  " J 'e n  f i s  a s s e z ,"  he s a i d ,

"P our q u 'e l l e  s 'e n  a p e rg u t . . .  " 2 When n o th in g  t r a n s p i r e d ,  he became b o re d  

and tu rn e d  t o  o th e r  i n t e r e s t s .

Beyond th e  f a i l u r e  t o  r e c a p tu r e  th e  r o le  o f  " c h i ld  o f  th e  f a m ily ,"  two 

th in g s  accoun t f o r  th e  s h o r tn e s s  o f  R o u sse au 's  s ta y  a t  th e  M ab ly 's : h i s

a v e rs io n  f o r  th e  p ro f e s s io n  o f  t u t o r  and th e  c o n s t r a in t  im posed by th e  

f amily  l i f e - s t y l e .  The f i r s t  f a c t  w ith  w hich R ousseau was fa c e d  was h is  

m e d io c r ity  as a  t u t o r  ( t h i s ,  in  s p i t e  o f  a  p ro v o c a t iv e ,  e p ic u r e a n - in f lu e n c e d  

e d u c a tio n  p la n  he com posed). The two t i n y  c h i ld re n  in  h is  c a re  — one 

s p o i le d  and c a p r ic io u s ,  th e  o th e r  d u l l  and s tu b b o rn  —  were to o  demanding 

f o r  h i s  e g o t i s t i c a l  and im p a tie n t  c h a r a c te r .  "La douceur de mon n a t u r e l  

m 'eu t rendu  p ro p re  ei ce m e tie r  s i  l 'em p o rte m en t n 'y  e u t  m§le se s  o ra g e s .

T an t que t o u t  a l l a i t  b ie n  e t  que j e  v o y a is  r e u s s i r  raes so in s  e t  mes p e in e s  

q u 'a lo r s  j e  n 'e p a rg n a is  p o i n t ,  j ' e t a i s  un ange. J ' e t a i s  un d ia b le  quand 

l e s  choses a l l a i e n t  de t r a v e r s .  Quand mes e le v e s  ne m 'e n te n d a ie n t pas

■^The p o s i t io n  was o r i g i n a l l y  t o  in c lu d e  th e  c a re  o f  one o r  b o th  o f  
th e  M ablys' yo u n g est c h i ld re n .

2C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I , p . 268.
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j 'e x t r a v a g a i s , e t  quand i l s  m arq u a ien t de l a  m echancetS Je  l e s  a u ra is  tu ^ s s  

ce n 'S t a i t  pas l e  moyen de le s  re n d re  s a v a n ts  e t  s a g e s ." ^

F u rth e rm o re , h i s  t im id i ty  made him u n b e a rab ly  u n c o m fo rta b le . A f ra id  

t o  ask  f o r  i t ,  th e , gourmand would ta k e  a  b i t  o f  w ine from  th e  c e l l a r .  Then 

ashamed t o  re q u e s t b re a d  t o  go w ith  i t , he w ould p u rc h a se  a  sm a ll b r io c h e  

and sn ack  h a p p ily  in  h is  room, w ith  a  n o v e l f o r  company. But l a t e r  th e  

p le a s u r e  would be s p o i le d  by f e e l in g s  o f  g u i l t .

An a t ta c k  o f  s p r in g - f e v e r  n o s t a l g i a  fo r  C harraettes  and th e  Good L ife  

u n d e r Mama’s w ing f i n a l l y  l e d  R ousseau t o  r e s ig n  from h i s  p o s i t io n  a t  th e  

Mablys* and r e tu r n  to  Mme. de W arens, b u t ,  f in d in g  n o th in g  changed , he 

a lm o st im m ed ia te ly  r e tu r n e d  t o  Lyons. T here he sp e n t a n o th e r  s i x  m onths, 

w r i t i n g  and making c o n n e c t i o n s t h i s  tim e  w ith  P a r is  c l e a r ly  in  mind.

I y o n s , l i k e  Chambery, was f o r  R ousseau s t i l l  a n o th e r  s te p  a lo n g  th e  

ro a d  t o  th e  glam orous c a p i t a l  o f  E urope. T h is  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu ry  p ro v in -
3

c i a l  m e tro p o lis  was th e  second  l a r g e s t  c i t y  in  F ran c e : a  h e a v i ly -p o p u la te d ,

r i c h ,  a c t i v e ,  b e a u t i f u l  and c e le b r a te d  co sm o p o litan  c e n te r  in  a  m a je s t ic  

n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  C ity  o f  commerce and s i l k  m a n u fa c tu r in g , Lyons abounded 

in  c ra ftsm en  and m e rc h a n ts , b u t R ousseau no lo n g e r  b e lo n g ed  to  t h i s  p ro ­

s a ic  w o rld . Nor d id  th e  c i t y ' s  a t t r a c t i v e  appearance  and econom ic p ro s ­

p e r i t y  i n t e r e s t  him . R a th e r ,  he was a f f e c t e d  by i t s  s u b je c t iv e  f a c e t s  

and by t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  on h is  human r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r ie n c e . Lyons' w e a lth

1I b i d . , p . 267.
p
cHe was p re s e n te d  t o  th e  Due de R ic h e lie u  d u rin g  t h i s  v i s i t .

^C. 120,000 in h a b i t a n t s .
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was la r g e ly  based  on th e  b u s in e s s  o f  lu x u ry  and t h i s  e lem en t made i t s  way 

in to  th e  c i t y 's  l i f e - s t y l e  and g e n e r a l  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  o u tlo o k . L yons' con­

c e p tio n  o f  lu x u ry  was a l t o g e th e r  t o  R o u sse au 's  t a s t e ,  n o t  P a r i s '  d a z z lin g  

b u t overdone , w a s te fu l  lu x u ry ,  b u t  a  s im p le  and re a so n a b le  enjoym ent o f  

c re a tu re  com forts re m in is c e n t  o f  B a u d e la i r e 's  " o rd re  e t  b e a u te ,  lu x e ,  

calme e t  v o lu p te ."  The homes o f  t h e  w e a lth y  c o n ta in e d  many d e l ig h t f u l  

rooms f i l l e d  w ith  b e a u t i f u l  f u r n i t u r e ,  t a p e s t r i e s  and w orks o f  a r t ,  games 

and am usem ents, w e l l - s to c k e d  l i b r a r i e s .m u s i c a l  in s t r u m e n ts ,  even so n g b ird s  

in  cag es . The Iy o n n a is  w ere an a l e r t  s o c i a l l y - o r i e n t e d  f o l k ,  g a th e r in g  

in  sa lo n s  o r  in  c a fe s  a t  th e  P la c e  des T e rrea u x  t o  re a d  th e  g a z e t t e s , d is ­

cuss th e  new s, r e c i t e  t h e i r  p o e t i c  a tte m p ts  and gam ble. L ike  many p ro ­

v in c ia l s  and perhaps more so th a n  m o s t, b e in g  fchsiden ts  o f  th e  second  c i ty  

o f  F ra n c e , th e y  w ere f i e r c e l y  J e a lo u s  o f  P a r i s  whose g lo ry  th e y  co n tem p la ted  

w ith  a  f a s c in a te d ,  co v eto u s  e y e .

Rousseau made some i n t e r e s t i n g  a c q u a in ta n c e s  in  L yons, men o u ts ta n d in g  ' 

in  th e  a re a s  o f  c u l tu r e  and p h i lo s o p h y , who t r e a t e d  him  w ith  k in d n ess  and 

g e n e ro s i ty .  These L y o n n a is , in  c lo s e  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  P a r i s i a n  w o r ld , 

e x c i te d  in  Rousseau th e  d e s i r e  awakened by V en tu re  and h i s  s tu d ie s  t o  

c h a lle n g e  th e  b r i l l i a n t  F ren ch  c a p i t a l .  T h e ir  encouragem ent and th e  e x c e l­

le n t  co n n ec tio n s  th e y  were in  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  p ro v id e  h im , gave th e  young man 

th e  im petus n e c e s sa ry  t o  sen d  him  a lo n g  th e  ro ad  t o  P a r i s .  T h e ir  e p ic u re a n  

and s e n s u a l i s t  p h ilo s o p h ie s  made a  l a s t i n g  im p re ss io n  on him . For th e  n e x t 

te n  y e a r s ,  p r a is e  o f  mundane p le a s u r e s  was t o  be  an im p o r ta n t theme o f  

R o usseau 's  th in k in g  and w r i t i n g .

At th e  M ab ly s ', R ousseau  m et h i s  e m p lo y e rs ’ la te r - to - b e c o m e - i 'l lu s t r io u s  

b r o th e r s , p h ilo so p h e rs  AbbeuG& hriel Bonnot de Mably and Abbe E tien n e  Bonnot
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C h arle s  Borde was one o f  R ousseau’s f i r s t ,  c lo s e s t  and most u s e f u l  

Lyons f r i e n d s .  From a  r i c h  com m ercial fa m ily , Borde w a s , l i k e  R ousseau , a  

young w ould-be w r i t e r  and newcomer t o  Lyons in  17^0, r e tu r n in g  t o  h is  

n a t iv e  c i t y  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  in  P a r i s .  His w i t t y ,  s c e p t i c a l  and s a t i r ­

i c a l  mind and lo v e  o f  th e  a r t s  must have p roduced  e x c i t in g  a n e c d o te s , 

p o r t r a i t s  and mundane g o ss ip  th a t  c o n tr ib u te d  to  R o u sseau 's  r a p id ly -  

g row ing f a s c in a t io n  f o r  th e  c a p i t a l .  B orde , to  whom R ousseau a d d re sse d  two 

mundane e p i s t l e s  in  v e r s e ,  encouraged  R ousseau in  h is  l i t e r a r y  a t te m p ts . 

When th e  tim e  came f o r  R ousseau t o  le a v e  f o r  P a r i s ,  Borde h e lp e d  him s e l l  

h is  books and o b ta in  l e t t e r s  o f  recom m endation.

B esid es  B orde , R ousseau made some more f a th e r ly  f r i e n d s  in  t h e i r  

l a t e  f o r t i e s ,  f i f t i e s  and e a r ly  s i x t i e s s  B ertrand-R ene P a l l u ,  In te n d a n t  

o f  J u s t i c e  and F in an ce  o f  Lyons and c u l t iv a te d  p a tro n  o f  th e  a r t s ;  Jacq u es  

D av id , p r o f e s s io n a l  m u sic ian  o f  lo n g  and im p re ss iv e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  l e a d e r  

o f  th e  Lyons m u s ic a l w o rld ; C am ille  P e r r ic h o n , fo rm er Lyons d ig n i t a r y ,  

s t i l l  a c t iv e  in  th e  c i t y ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e ;  and G a b r ie l  

P a r i s o t ,  " th e  b e s t  and most b e n ev o le n t o f  m en," C h ie f  Surgeon o f  th e  Lyons 

h o s p i t a l  and a r t - c o n n a is s e u r .  R ousseau a ls o  rem ained  on f r i e n d ly  te rm s 

w ith  th e  M ablys. D avid , P e rr ic h o n  and P a r i s o t  w ere p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r i e n d ly  

and h e lp f u l  to  young R ousseau. They in v i t e d  h is  comments on th e  memoires 

th e y  d e l iv e r e d  a t  t h e  Lyons Academy o f  B eaux-A rts o f  w hich th ey  w ere mem­

b e r s .  D avid  gave R ousseau f l u t e  le s s o n s  and ad v ice  on th e  o p e ra  he was 

com posing and s e t  a t  l e a s t  one o f  R o u sseau 's  poems t o  m usic . The "n o b le  

and g en ero u s"  P e r r ic h o n , o ld  f r i e n d  o f  M am a's, p a id  R o u sse au 's  f a r e  to  

P a r i s  as a  "bon voyage" g i f t .  The Mablys i n v i t e d  him  s e v e r a l  tim es  t o  

d in n e r .  R ousseau a d d re sse d  a lo n g  e p i s t l e  in  v e rse  t o  P a r i s o t , ^  c a l l i n g
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him  " to i  q u i connus ja d is 'm o n  Sme t o u t  e n t i e r e  /  S e u l en qu i j e  t r o u v a is  

un ami t e n d r e ,  un p e r e ,"  ( P a r i s o t  was th i r ty - tw o  y e a rs  h is  e l d e r ) ,  a d d in g ,

" . . .  Jam ais mon e s p r i t  sous de fa u s s e s  c o u le u rs  /  Ne s u t  a t e s  re g a rd s  

d e g u is e r  s e s  e r r e u r s  . . .  " and " te s  yeux  o n t e t i  l e s  t£m oins /  S i mon 

co eu r s a i t  s e n t i r  ce q u ' i l  d o i t  [aux] s o in s  [de Mme. de W aren s]."  This 

poem, i n t e r e s t i n g  fo r  many r e a s o n s ,  g iv e s  a  good p i c tu r e  o f  R ousseau ’s 

r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  a  m ale f r i e n d  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d .

The poem i s  in  e sse n c e  a  lo n g  c o n fe s s io n  — more a c c u r a te ly ,  a  case  

p re s e n te d  "before a  ju d g e  ~  in  w hich R ousseau e x p la in s  th e  v a r io u s  "bases 

o f  h is  d e c is io n  t o  go t o  P a r i s ,  "ce  t r i s t e  p r o j e t "  abou t w hich he o b v io u sly  

had  s c r u p le s ,  a sk in g  h i s  f r i e n d  t o  ju d g e  and pronounce f o r  him : a  c a l l  fo r

a  v o te  o f  c o n fid e n ce . I t  b e g in s  p e s s i m i s t i c a l l y : ^  in  P a r is  and n o t hav ing  

h e a rd  from  P a r i s o t ,  y e t  u n w il l in g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  th e  s i le n c e  ("by  f a l s e  

s u s p ic io n s  unw orthy o f  b o th  o f  u s " )  as s ig n i f y in g  P a riso tH s  s c o r n ,  he 

co n cludes t h a t  i t  r e p re s e n ts  a  d is a p p ro v a l  o f  h is  d e c is io n ,  d is a p p ro v a l 

t h a t  P a r i s o t  h e s i t a t e s  t o  p ronounce .

Next comes th e  " l i t t l e  s t o r y : "  p o r t r a y in g  h im s e lf  as b o m  f r e e  and 

p ro u d , n o b le  and i d e a l i s t i c ,  b u t  u n d e r an e v i l  s t a r ;  a lo n e , an o u t s id e r ,  

u n w il l in g  to  compromise in  h i s  i d e a l s  and d ish o n o r h im s e lf  b e fo re  th e  

r i c h  and p o w e rfu l. He d e s c r ib e s  th e  lo w e r-m id d le -c la s s  Genevan w orldview : 

s c o rn in g  w e a lth  and a r i s t o c r a c y ,  happy in  an o rd e r ly  and a u s te re  o b s c u r i ty .  

T h is ,  he s a i d ,  ta u g h t  him t o  sc o rn  w e a lth  and lu x u ry  (an d  i s  a p p a re n tly  

one th in g  t h a t  was t r o u b l in g  h i s  c o n s c ie n c e ) . However, " f a i t h "  e x i le d  

him  from h is  co u n try  ( ! )  and h i s  e n su in g  "m ise ry "  fo rc e d  him to  have a 

h u m il ia t in g  re c o u rse  t o  th e  r i c h .  ("Sans dou te  a  to u s  l e s  yeux  l a  ra isere  

e s t  h o r r ib le  /  Mais p o u r  q u i s a i t  p e n s e r  e l l e  e s t  b ie n  p lu s  s e n s ib l e ." )

•^■Portent o f  R o u sseau 's  f u tu r e  p a ra n o id  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s ig n s .
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Only by g ro v e lin g  can one e scap e  t h i s  u n b earab le  m ise ry  ( r e s id in g  more

in  s o c i a l  h u m il ia t io n  th an  in  p o v e r ty ) :  i f  th e  r i c h  were n e c e s s a r i l y

w orthy  men, t h i s  e x p e d ie n t would be u n d e rs ta n d a b le , b u t R ousseau d e c la r e d  
h im s e lf  above g ro v e lin g  t o  th e  unw orthy , a rro g a n t p r o v in c ia l  r i c h .

The poem c o n t in u e s :  t h i s  was how he f e l t  u n t i l  he met Mme. de W arens.

More th a n  f i n a n c i a l  a id ,  she gave him h is  e d u c a tio n , b o th  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

and s e n t im e n ta l ,  and h is  d e s i r e  to  be v ir tu o u s .  F in a l l y ,  u n d e r th e  i n f l u ­

ence o f  Savoyard  and F re n c h , e s p e c ia l l y  L yonnais, f r i e n d s ,  R ousseau 

abandoned h is  Genevan w orldv iew  and adop ted  an a r i s t o c r a t i c  o r i e n t  a t  ion-^- 

(w hich may be seen  as co rre sp o n d in g  t o  th e  "value  re v o lu t io n "  o f  h i s  

th e o ry  o f  e v o lu t io n ) .  He le a r n e d  t o  en joy  th e  p le a s u re s  o f  l i f e ,  

r e a l i z i n g  t h a t ,  e x c e p t in  th e  case  o f  God, v i r tu e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  

h a p p in ess  and t h a t  h is  a tte m p ts  to  conquer h is  p a s s io n s  had been  v a in  

b e c a u se  th e  human c o n d itio n  makes t h i s  im p o ss ib le . Men, as i s ,  know no 

h a p p in ess  w ith o u t p a s s io n s .

C?e s t  t o i ,  c h e r  P a r i s o t ,  c 'e s t  to n  commerce a im ab le  
De g r o s s i e r  que j ' e t a i s  q u i me r e n d i t  t r a i t a b l e ,
Je  reconnus a lo r s  combien i l  e s t  charm ant 
De jo in d r e  §. l a  s a g e s se  un peu  d* amusement.
Des amis p lu s  p o l i s ,  un c lim a t moins sauvage 
Des p l a i s i r s  in n o c e n ts  m 'e n s e ig n e re n t l 'u s a g e .
Je  v is  avec t r a n s p o r t  ce s p e c ta c le  en ch an teu r 
P a r  l a  ro u te  des sens qu i s a i t  a l l e r  au coeur:
Le mien q u i j u s q u 'a l o r s  a v a i t  e te  p a i s i b l e  
Pour l a  p re m ie re  f o i s  e n f in  d e v in t s e n s ib le ,
L1Amour m alg re  mes so in s  heureux  a  m 'e g a re r  
Aupres de deux beaux  yeux m’a p p r i t  a  s o u p ire r .
Bons m o ts , v e rs  e l e g a n t s ,  c o n v e rsa tio n s  v iv e s ,
Un rep as  egaye p a r  d ’a im ab les  convives 
P e t i t s  je u x  de commerce e t  dont l e  ch ag rin  f u i t  
Oii sans r i s q u e r  l a  b o u rse  on d e la s s e  1*e s p r i t .
En un mot l e s  a t t r a i t s  d 'u n e  v ie  o p u len te  
Q u 'aux voeux de l ’e t r a n g e r  s a  r ic h e s s e  p re s e n te  
Tous le s  p l a i s i r s  du go& t, l e  charme des beaux a r t s ,
A mes yeux e n ch a n te s  b r i l l a i e n t  de to u te s  p a r t s .

Mme, de Warens d e s c r ib e d  Savoy as b e in g  "un pays ou c e la  [w hether 
one i s  n o b le  o r  common] f a i t  une g ro sse  d i f f e r e n c e ."  C.C. I .  A ppendix 
A -3 , Mme. de Warens t o  F ran g o is  Magny (August 18, 1726)', p . 255.

O
cSee p .  12 h e r e i n .
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R ousseau h a s te n s  t o  add th e  c o n d it io n  th a t  th e  p le a s u r e s  be in n o c e n t 

and en jo y ed  in  m o d e ra tio n , c o n c lu d in g  Bt l a  H o race : "R ien ne d o i t  § t r e

o u t r e ,  pas m§me l a  v e r t u . "•*•

The " c o n fe s s io n ” o v e r ,  th e  poem c o n tin u e s  w ith  R o u sseau 's  a sk in g  

P a r i s o t  i f  he may now s o l l i c i t  t h e  b ack in g  o f  w e a lth y  a r i s t o c r a t s  and 

p u rsu e  fo r tu n e  in  o rd e r  t o  re p a y  Mme. de W arens. He h as  d ev o ted  h is  f i r s t  

t h i r t y  y e a r s  to  s tu d y  and v i r t u e ,  he s a y s ,  b u t t h i s  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

a ch ie v e  th e  " g lo ry "  from whence f o r tu n e  i s  d e r iv e d .

Then Rousseau c o n f id e s  h is  la c k  o f  s e l f - c o n f id e n c e :  he f e a r s  he  la c k s

w hat i t  ta k e s  "pour b r i l l e r  dans l e  monde" — h u b r i s ,  a r ro g a n c e , h y p o c risy . 

He a s s e r t s  h is  r e f u s a l  t o  d is g u is e  h is  c h a r a c te r :  i t  would h u r t  him to o

much t o  do so  and w ould be a  show o f  in g r a t i t u d e  t o  Mme. de Warens who 

a lre a d y  s u f f e r s  from to o  many p ro b lem s.

Having f in i s h e d  h is  epanchem en t« he a d d s :

Mais c 'e s t  t r o p  t 'a c c a b l e r  du r e c i t  de nos p e in e s :
Daigne me p a rd o n n e r , am i, ces  p l a i n t e s  v a in e s  
C 'e s t  le  d e r n ie r  des b ie n s  pe rm is  aux m alheureux  
De v o i r  p la in d r e  l e u r s  maux p a r  l e s  co eu rs  genSreux.

The poem concludes by R o u sse au 's  ag a in  a sk in g  f o r  P a r i s o t 's  judgm ent.

He sc o rn s  "g lo ry "  ( . ' ) ,  la c k s  a m b itio n  ( . ' ) ,  m en's o p in io n  means n o th in g  to

him ( . ')£  " p le a s u re s  o f  th e  h e a r t "  a re  h is  g r e a t e s t  d e s i r e :

Un bon l i v r e ,  un am i, l a  l i b e r t e ,  l a  p a ix ,
F a u t - i l  p o u r v iv re  h eu reu x  fo rm er d ’a u t r e s  s o u h a its ?
Les g randes p a s s io n s  s o n t des so u rc e s  de p e in e :
J 'e v i t e  le s  dangers  ou l e u r  p en ch an t e n t r a ln e ;
Dans le u r s  p ie g e s  a d r o i t s  s i  l 'o n  me v o i t  to m b er,
Du moins j e  ne f a i s  p as  g lo i r e  d 'y  succom ber.
De mes egarem ents  mon c o eu r n 'e s t  p o in t  com plice 
Sans S tr e  v e r tu e u x  j e  d e t e s t e  l e  v ic e .
E t l e  bonheur en v a in  s 'o b s t i n e  a se  c a c h e r ,
P u is q u 'e n f in  j e  co n n a is  oil J e  d o is  l e  c h e rc h e r .

■̂ ■This frame o f  mind would e v e n tu a l ly  c a r ry  o v e r t o  J u l i e ' s  " ep icu rean ism  
o f  r e a s o n ."  Even m ora l d u t i e s ,  R ousseau  was l a t e r  o f te n  t o  a f f i r m ,  sh o u ld  
be k ep t on a  human , t h a t  i s  f e a s i b l e ,  l e v e l .



2 5 0

R o usseau ’s s ta y  in  Iyons concluded  w ith  an " a f f a i r "  w ith  tw e n ty -o n e -  

y e a r - o ld  L yonnaise Suzanne S .e rre , about w hich l i t t l e  i s  known beyond th e  

ro m a n tic iz e d  C o n fess io n s  accoun t t h a t  has im m o rta liz e d  i t .  I t  d o e s , 

how ever, ap p ea r t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  t y p i c a l  e r o t i c  in c id e n t  in  R o u sse au 's  l i f e  

and may be b r i e f l y  exam ined as exem plary o f  a  c e r t a i n  a sp e c t o f  h i s  human 

r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r ie n c e . A lthough no fo rm al d e c la r a t io n  was e v e r  m ade, 

R ousseau  r e c o u n ts ,  th e  young l a d y 's  g e s tu re s  and e x p re s s io n s  s e rv e d  t o  

conv ince  him t h a t  h is  p a s s io n  was r e c ip r o c a te d .  ( " I  had  some re a so n  t o  

b&slieve t h a t  [h e r  h e a r t ]  was n o t c o n tra ry  to  me . . .  " 1 ) Thus i t  had 

a p p e a re d , t o  a  g r e a te r  o r  l e s s e r  d e g re e , w ith  most o f  th e  b lu s h in g  young 

l a d ie s  o f  q u a l i ty  on whom he r e s t e d  h is  famous b u rn in g  g aze . Some s c h o la r s  

r a t h e r  h a s t i l y  b ra n d  R o u sseau 's  o p t im is t i c  c o n v ic t io n  o f  su c c e ss  —  n o t 

u n u su a l in  a  t im id ,  in e x p e r ie n c e d  young man ~  as a  m a n if e s ta t io n  o f  a  

k in d  o f  b l a t a n t  ^ c o n c e i t . "  We s u g g e s t ,  on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h a t  i t  m igh t 

more a c c u r a te ly  be seen  as m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  R o u sse au 's  dangerous i n a b i l i t y  

t o  ju d g e  th e  d i s p o s i t io n  o f  th e  p e rso n s  w ith  whom he had  c o n ta c t .  The 

im ag ined  r e c ip r o c i ty  does n o t  in d eed  ap p ea r t o  have e x i s t e d  in  r e a l i t y ,  

a t  l e a s t  n o t in  th e  deg ree  t o  w hich R ousseau e n v is io n e d  i t ,  e i t h e r  in  t h i s  

o r  in  any o f  h is  famous " lo v e  a f f a i r s . "  R o u sse au 's  own acco u n t o f  th e  

S e r re  a f f a i r ; b r i n g s  t o  l i g h t  t h i s  f a u l ty  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  on h is  p a r t .

" E l le  n 'a v a i t  r i e n  n i  moi non p lu s ,"  go th e  C o n fe s s io n s ; "nos s i t u a t i o n s  

e t a i e n t  t r o p  sem b lab les  p o u r que nous p u s s io n s  nous u n i r ,  e t  dans l e s  vues 

q u i m 'o c c u p a ie n t J ' e t a i s  b ie n  e lo ig n e  de so n g e r au m a r ia g e ."  Q u ite  so .

•̂Confessions. O.C. I ,  p. 282.
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However, a  second  c a v a l i e r  was a lre a d y  a d m itte d ly  a  more im p o rta n t p a r t  

o f  th e  p i c t u r e  th a n  was R ousseau h im s e lf ,  n o r  was th e  newcomer as mute 

and p a s s iv e  as h i s  r i v a l :  "E l le  m 'a p p r i t ."  R ousseau c o n f id e s ,  "q u 'u n  Jeune

n £ g o c ia n t a p p e l le  M. Geneve p a r a i s s a i t  v o u lo i r  s 'a t t a c h e r  a  e l l e .  Je  l e  v is  

chez e l l e  une f o i s  ou deux : i l  me p a r u t  honnSte homme, i l  p a s s a i t  pour 

l ' 3 t r e ,  P e rsu ad £  q u 'e l l e  s e r a i t  h eu reu se  avec l u i . .le d g s i r a i  q u ' i l  

l 'e p o u s S t . comme i l  a  f a i t  dans l a  s u i t e ;  e t  p o u r ne p as  t r o u b l e r  le u r s  

■ in n o c en t amours j e  me htStai de p a r t i r  . . .  " The " n o v e l” concludes w ith

R o u sse au 's  c o n g r a tu la t in g  h im s e lf ,  as he had  done a f t e r  " v ir tu o u s ly "

" g iv in g  up" Mme. de L arnage: "Occupe de mes te n d re s  r e g r e t s  d u ran t

to u te  ma ro u te  j e  s e n t i s ,  e t  j ' a i  so u v en t s e n t i  d ep u is  l o r s  en y re p e n sa n t 

que s i  le s  s a c r i f i c e s  q u 'o n  f a i t  au d e v o ir  e t  a  l a  v e r tu  c o ttte n t a  f a i r e ,  

on en e s t  b ie n  paye p a r  le s  doux so u v e n irs  q u ' i l s  l a i s s e n t  au fond du 

c o e u r ." 1 W hile R ousseau  was a llo w in g  h im s e lf  t o  d r in k  in  th e  v o lu p tu o u sn ess  

o f  what he had  come t o  b e l ie v e  was r ig h te o u s  s e l f - d e n i a l ,  M ile . S e r r e 's  

" in n o c e n t lo v e "  was more m a te r ia l ly  o ccu p ied : she  e v e n tu a l ly  b o re  a

son t o  G eneve, two y e a r s  l a t e r  and s e v e r a l  months b e fo re  t h e i r  m arriag e .

W hatever was M ile . S e r r e 's  o p in io n  o f  R ousseau we s h a l l  n ev e r know, fo r  

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  n e v e r  le a r n e d  t o  gauge o th e r s '  judgm ents o f  h im s e lf ,  

b u t R o u sse au 's  p a s s io n  f o r  M ile . S e r re  d id  u n q u e s tio n a b ly  e x i s t ,  and, as 

was h i s  custom , he was u n ab le  t o  keep  s i l e n t  about i t ,  ta k in g  in to  h is
p

c o n f id e n c e , among o th e r s ,  Lyonnais f r i e n d  P a r i s o t  and o ld  Aunt Suzanne.

The " a f f a i r "  i t s e l f ,  how ever, ap p ea rs  t o  have been  e x p e r ie n c e d  only in  

R o u sseau 's  e v e r - a l e r t  e r o t i c  im a g in a tio n , in  a  p ro c e s s  o f  em bellishm ent 

w hich he fo llo w e d  in  a l l  o f  h is  c e le b r a te d  " a f f a i r s . "  W ith Mme. B a s i le ,

•kEbid. . p .  282 . ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)

2Y ears l a t e r ,  in  176U, Aunt Suzanne a c c id e n ta l ly  r e f e r r e d  to  M ile. 
L ev asseu r as "M ile . S e r r e ."
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he had  a d m itte d  t h a t  ”1 ’ image de c e t t e  aim ahle  femme e s t  r e s t e e  em p re in te  

au fond  de [s ]o n  co eu r en t r a i t s  s i  ch a rm an ts ,"  ad d in g : " E l le  s 'y  e s t

m§me e m b e llie  a  mesure que j ' a i  m ieux connu l e  monde e t  l e s  femmes. 

L ik ew ise , i t  was p ro b ab ly  R ousseau’s c r e a t iv e  im a g in a tio n  w hich was 

re s p o n s ib le  f o r  much o f  th e  i r r e s i s t i b l e  charm o f  h is  f r e s h  and  d e l i c a t e  

l i t e r a r y  h e ro in e s .  The M ile . S e r re  " a f f a i r "  w a s , t h e n ,  l i k e  t h e  o th e r s ,  

defo rm ed , o r  re -fo rm e d , th ro u g h  i n t u i t i o n ,  v a n ity  and a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  w ish ­

f u l  th in k in g ,  i n to  a  t y p i c a l  R ousseauesque e r o t i c - f a n t a s y  n o v e l - s i t u a t io n :  

th e  in e x p r e s s ib le  p le a s u re  o f  lo v in g  and in s p i r i n g  lo v e  in  r e t u r n ,  o f  

f e e l i n g  p a in  and o f  in s p i r i n g  r e c ip r o c a l  p a in ;  w ith  an in su rm o u n ta b le  

o b s ta c le  t o  th e  d i r e c t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f th e  d e s i r e  h av in g  been  e r e c te d  as a  

c o n d it io n e d  r e f l e x  o f  s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n ,2

•̂ Ib id . , p .  76. ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)

2S ta ro b in s k i  has d e sc r ib e d  th e  d e s i r e /o b s ta c l e  r e f l e x  a t  le n g th  in  
h is  m a s te r f u l  s tu d ie s  o f  R ousseau , in  w hich he p o in ts  out-, among o th e r  th in g s ,  
t h a t  d e s i r i n g , w ith  R ousseau , r e p re s e n ts  exposu re  t o  s i n ,  w hereas th e  s a t i s ­
f a c t io n  o f  d e s i r e  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  s in  i t s e l f .  In  a  s i t u a t i o n  o f  mute d e s i r e  
accom panied by p a r a l y s i s , th e  p a r t i e s  in v o lv e d  a ch ie v e  " c o n ta c t"  a t  a 
d is ta n c e  — a  c o n d i t io n ,  says S ta r o b in s k i ,  n e c e s sa ry  t o  R o u sse a u 's  h ig h e s t  
e x a l t a t i o n  — i t s  d e p e r s o n a liz a t io n  a llo w in g  R ousseau t o  f a s c in a te  h im s e lf  
w ith  h im s e lf .  The o b je c t  o f  R o u sseau 's  q u e s t ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  S ta r o b in s k i ,  
b e in g a  g e n e ra l  f e e l in g  r a th e r  th a n  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  lo v e - o b je c t  i t s e l f ,  
R ousseau c o u ld  o b ta in  h is  g o a l th ro u g h  such  p a s s iv e  p u r s u i t ,  n o t on ly  
th e re b y  a v o id in g  g u i l t  b u t e n jo y in g  th e  double p le a s u r e  o f  b e in g  d e s ir e d  
and s e e in g  h im s e lf  b e in g  d e s ir e d  ( th u s  v ic a r io u s ly  d e s i r in g  h im s e l f ) .
F i n a l l y ,  S ta ro b in s k i  sen se s  th a t  R o u sseau 's  a v e r s io n  f o r  t h e  lo v e -  
d e c la r a t io n  and a c t iv e  p u r s u i t  grew from an i n a b i l i t y  t o  fa c e  p o s s ib le  
e v e n tu a l  r e j e c t i o n  as w e ll  as from th e  Genevan a t t i t u d e  to w ard s  e a r th ly  
p le a s u r e s .  Only in  t h i s  way co u ld  Rousseau a s s u re  h is  p u b l ic  and r e a s s u re  
h im s e lf  t h a t  he was in d e ed  lo v e d , w ith o u t f e a r  o f  c o n t r a d ic t io n  —  t h i s  
th ro u g h  in s e c u r i t y  r a t h e r  th a n  c o n c e i t .  (F u rth e rm o re , a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  
" b iz a r r e "  and "rom anesque" w orldview  which was R o u sse au 's  in  su ch  m a t te r s ,  
g le a n e d  from  i d e a l i s t i c  n o v e ls ,  n o b le  and s u p e r io r  so u ls  re c o g n iz e  each  
o th e r  and communicate d i r e c t l y .  In  R o u sseau 's  n o v e ls ,  lo v e  was r e c ip r o c a l ,  
i f  n o t alw ays r e q u i t e d . )
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The M ile . S e r r e  s i t u a t i o n  e v e n tu a lly  c o n tr ib u te d  t o  R ousseau’s 

New H e lo is e . as d id  th e  " a f f a i r s ” c o n s t r u c te d  around  Z u l i e t t a ,  Mme.

B a s i l e ,  M iles G oton , de V u lso n , de B r e i l ,  de G r a f f e n r ie d ,  G a lley  and 

countl& ss o th e r  p eac h e s-a n d -c re a m  young l a d i e s .  The v e ry  h ig h ly - ia a g in a t iv e  

q u a l i ty  o f  R o u sse au 's  h a b i t u a l  approach  t o  e r o t i c a  app ears  t o  e x p la in  

th e  p e c u l i a r  d iv e rg e n cy  betw een th e  v a r io u s  fragm ents o f  R o usseau 's  

C o n fess io n s  o f  w hich M ile . S e r r e  i s  g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e re d  th e  i n s p i r a t i o n .  

This i s  e a s i l y  r e s o lv e d  by s e e in g  th e s e  w r i t in g s  as f a n t a s y - l i t e r a t u r e .

(Why assume t h a t  th e  te c h n iq u e  w hich gave b i r t h  to  R o u sseau 's  g re a t  

novel-*- was begun o n ly  in  th e  w r i t e r 's  m id d le -ag e? ) As th e  " l e t t e r  t o  a

young man o f  q u a l i ty "  has s u g g e s te d , R ousseau seem s, from  h is  v e ry  e a r l i e s t

pl i t e r a r y  a t te m p ts ,  t o  have been w r i t i n g  p ie c e s  t o  and about f i c t i t i o u s  

" f r ie n d s "  co n ce rn in g  im a g in a ry  b u t p l e a s u r e f u l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  and one may 

in d eed  s a y ,  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h a t  R o u sse au 's  in e x o ra b le  d e s tin y  was to  

become a  " n o v e l i s t , "  a u th o r  o f  i d e a l i s t i c  and s e l f - c e n te r e d  m a s te rp ie c e s .

The Mme. B a s i le  a n ec d o te  i n  th e  C o n fess io n s  c l e a r ly  d i f f e r s  in  

s e v e r a l  d e t a i l s  from  an u n u sed  fragm ent o f  i t  l a t e r  d isc o v e re d , ( in  th e  

fo rm er, she gazes a t  him  t e n d e r l y ,  w h ile  he d a re s  n o t to u ch  h e r ;  in  th e  l a t ­

t e r ,  a t t e n t i v e  t o  h e r  e m b ro id e ry , she n e i t h e r  speaks n o r  looks a t  him , w h ile  

h e ,  i n  p le a s u r a b le  d is c o m fo r t  a t  h e r  f e e t ,  som etim es d a re s  to  r e s t  h is  hand  

on h e r  knee b u t  "so  g e n t ly  t h a t ,  in  [ h is ]  in n o c e n c e , [he] b e l ie v e [ s ]  she 

[does] n o t f e e l  i t . " ^  In  th e  same w ay, fragm en ts  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e

-4?o c o n c r e t iz e  f a n t a s i e s  b u i l t  around  two d e l i g h t f u l  young women and 
t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  lo v e r  and f r i e n d ,  R ousseau  had  p u t h im s e lf  in  th e  p la c e  
o f  o n e , th e n  a n o th e r ,  o f  h i s  c h a r a c te r s  and w r i t i n g  " t h e i r "  l e t t e r s  to  
each o th e r ,  d e s c r ib in g  " t h e i r "  r e a c t io n s  to  v a r io u s  im ag inary  s i t u a t i o n s .

2The f i r s t  (1731?) l e t t e r  in  R o u sseau 's  c o rre sp o n d e n c e , a d d re ssed  to  
"Mon c h e r  C ouzin" may in d e e d  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a te g o ry .

3q.C . I ,  p .  I l6 0 .  ( T r a n s la t io n  m in e .)



M ile , S e r re  p e r io d  ap p ear more as l i t e r a r y  o r e r o t i c - f a n t a s y  v a r i a t i o n s -  

on-a^them e th a n  as documents r e l a t i n g  to  a  s i n g l e ,  r e a l - l i f e  woman and 

s i t u a t i o n .  These fra g m e n ts , d e s c r ib e d  b e lo w , p r e s e n t  f e e l in g s  re a p p e a r in g  

in  th e  New H S lo is e :

-  The lo v ed  one i s  m o d est, lo v e s  v i r t u e  more th a n  h e r  own l i f e .

-  R ousseau i s  " s a t i s f i e d "  in  h e r  p re s e n c e ,  d e s i r e s  n o th in g  e l s e .

-  Love i s  n ev e r d e c la r e d ,  b u t R ousseau  i s  s t r o n g ly  co n v in ced  t h a t  she 

lo v e s  him " p a s s io n a te ly ."  The f e e l in g  i s  to o  overw helm ing f o r  e x p re s s io n .

-  T his s t a t e  o f  m utual f r u s t r a t e d  d e s i r e  i s  more p le a s u r a b le  th a n  

t h a t  o f  p h y s ic a l  lo v e .

-  A lone , th ey  d a re  n o t  lo o k  a t  each  o t h e r ,  a f r a i d  to  t r u s t  th e m se lv e s .

In  a  crow d, th e y  make up f o r  t h i s  w ith  e f f u s iv e  d e m o n s tra tio n s  6' f  a f f e c t i o n .  

(T h is  i s  re m in is c e n t o f  th e  M ile , de V ulson " a f f a i r "  as w e l l . )

-  The lo v ed  one i s  " se v e re "  and h e r  c r u e l ty  i s  a  so u rc e  o f  p le a s u r e :

" i l  me sem bla q u 'e l l e  me t r a i t a i t  comme une chose  q u i e t a i t  a  e l l e ;  q u 'e l l e  

me r e c e v a i t  en p r o p r i e t e ;  q u 'e l l e  s 'e m p a r a i t  de m oi. E l le  ne me p r i a  p lu s  

de r i e n ;  e l l e  ne f i t  p lu s  que me com m ander."^ (T h is  r e c a l l s  R o u sse au 's  

e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  Z u l i e t t a . )

-  On one o c c a s io n , he had  re a d  t o  h e r  an d , in  h is  a n x ie ty ,  had  re a d  

b a d ly . A f te r  c o r r e c t in g  him  two o r  th r e e  t im e s ,  she had  s to p p e d  him .

He had  begged to  be  a llo w ed  to  c o n t in u e ,  and sh e  had  c o n se n te d . Then:

" . . .  J e  c o n t in u a l ,  j e  n ' a i  jam a is  s i  b ie n  lu  de ma v i e . "  (R ead in g , w r i t i n g ,  

moving a n o th e r  p e rso n  w ith  h i s  m u s ic , e lo q u en ce  o r  " l i t t l e  s to r y "  w a s , as 

we have s e e n ,  R o u sseau 's  way o f  m aking lo v e ,  b o th  t o  a n o th e r  and t o  him­

s e l f ,  by moving a n o th e r  and s im u lta n e o u s ly  e x p e r ie n c in g  th e  p le a s u r e  o f  

w a tch in g  th e  o t h e r 's  e m o tio n a l r e a c t io n  t o  him .

T his phenomenon o f  lo v e m a k in g -a t-a r-d is ta n c e  i s  d e s c r ib e d  more c l e a r ly
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on s e v e r a l  o th e r  im p o rta n t o c c a s io n s  t o  w hich we f e f e r  as s ta n d a rd s  o f  

com parison . F i r s t ,  co n ce rn in g  h is  b r i e f  a d o le s c e n t e x h ib itio n iB © , R ousseau 

h ad  s a id :  "Le s o t t p l a i s i r  que J 'a v a i t  de l ' e t a l e r  [ J l 'o b j e t  r i d i c u l e , '  as

opposed t o  ' l ' o b j e t  o b s c e n e ']  a  l e u r s  yeux  ne p e u t s e  d l c r i r e . " ^

T ran sfo rm in g  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  on to  th e  c e r e b r a l  l e v e l ,  we f in d  R ousseau 

w ith  Mme. d 'H o u d e to t, on one happy n i g h t ,  in  h e r  flo w ered  garden in  th e  moon­

l i g h t ,  w here he " fo u n d , t o  re n d e r  th e  movements o f  [h is ]  h e a r t ,  a  language 

t r u l y  w orthy  o f  them ": "Ce f u t  l a  p re m ie re  e t  1 'u n iq u e  f o is  de ma v ie ;

m ais j e  fu s  su b lim e , s i  l 'o n  p e u t nommer a in s i  t o u t  ce que l 'am o u r l e  p lu s  

te n d r e  e t  l e  p lu s  a rd e n t p e u t p o r t e r  d 'a im a b le  e t  de s e d u is a n t  dans un 

co eu r d'homme. Que d 'e n iv r a n te s  larm es j e  v e r s a i  s u r  s e s  genoux.' que j e  

l u i  en f i s  v e r s e r  m algrS e l l e . '  E n fin  dans un t r a n s p o r t  in v o lo n ta i r e  e l l e  

s ' e c r i a :  E on , Jam ais homme ne f u t  s i  a im a b le , e t  Jam ais amant n 'a im a  comme

v o u s i"2

At th e  o pen ing  p erfo rm ance  o f  h is  V il la g e  F o r t u n e t e l l e r . R ousseau p e r ­

c e p t iv e ly  a n a ly z e d  th e  mechanism o f  such a  r e a c t io n :  " J 'e n te n d a is  a u to u r

de moi un chuchotem ent de femmes q u i me se m b la ie n t b e l l e s  comme des a n g e s , 

e t  q u i s 'e n t r e d i s a i e n t  a  d em i-v o ix : c e la  e s t  ch arm an t, c e la  e s t  r a v i s s a n t ;

i l  n 'y  a  pas un son l a  q u i n e  p a r l e  au c o e u r . Le p l a i s i r  de donner de 

1 ’ em otion  a  t a n t  d 'a im a b le s  p e rso n n es  m’ emut moi-mBme ju s q u 'a u x  la rm e s , e t  

j e  ne l e s  pus c o n te n ir  au  p re m ie r  d u , en rem arquan t que j e  n 'e t a i s  p as  s e u l  

a  p l e u r e r .  J 'e u s  un moment de r e to u r  s u r  moi-meme en me ra p p e la n t l e  con­

c e r t  de M. de T re y to re n s . C e t te  re m in isc en c e  e h t  l ' e f f e t  de l 'e s c l a v e  qu i 

t e n a i t  l a  couronne s u r  l a  tS t e  des t r io m p h a te u r s , mais e l l e  f u t  c o u r te ,  e t  

.le me l i v r a i  b ie n tS t  p le in e m e n t e t  sans d i s t r a c t i o n  au • p la is i r  de s a v o u re r

•̂ C onfession s. 0. C. I ,  p. 89.

^ I b i d . , p .  Ul+U.
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ma g l o i r e . Je  s u is  p o u r ta n t  s d r  q u 'e n  ce moment l a  v o lu p te  du sexe  y 

e n t r a i t  beaucoup p lu s  que l a  v a n itS  d 'a u t e u r . e t  sflrem ent s ' i l  n 'y  e u t l a  

que des hommes, j e  n 'a u r a i s  pas e t£  d £ v o r£ , comme j e  l '« » ta is  san s  c esse  

du d e s i r  de r e c u e i l l i r  de mes le v r e s  l e s  d e l ic ie u s e s  larm es que je  f a i s a i s  

c o u le r .  J ' a i  vu des n ie c e s  e x c i t e r  de p lu s  v i f s  t r a n s p o r t s  d 'a d m ir a t io n . 

m ais .jamais une iv r e s s e  a u s s i  n l e in e  a u s s i  douce a u s s i  to u c h a n te  rg g n e r  

dans t o u t  un s p e c ta c le ,  e t  s u r to u t  a  l a  co u r un .lour de p re m ie re  r e p r e s e n ta ­

tio n *  Ceux q u i o n t vu c e l l e - l a  d o iv e n t s 'e n  s o u v e n ir :  c a r  l ' e f f e t  en f u t  

u n iq u e ."■*•

R e tu rn in g  t o  th e  enu m era tio n  o f  t y p i c a l l y  R ousseauesque e r o t i c  s i t u a ­

t io n s  found in  th e  l i t e r a r y  frag m en ts  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  M ile . Suzanne S e r r e ,  

we f in d :

-  R ousseau k is s e d  h e r  on ly  o n c e , b u t he swore he w ould n e v e r  fo rg e t  

t h a t  moment (com parable  t o  J u l i e ' s  and S a in t - P r e u x 's  p a s s io n a te  k is s  and 

th e  one l a t e r  s h a re d  by R ousseau  and Mme. d 'H o u d e ta t in  t h e  C o n fess io n s  

a c c o u n t).

-  D uring  a t r i p ,  R ousseau found h e r  u n u su a lly  g e n t l e ,  w hich d isarm ed  

him in to  making a d e m i- d e c la r a t io n , o r  r a t h e r  i n to  i n v i t i n g  h e r s .  To h e r  

p ro v o c a tiv e  rem ark , "We a re  good f r i e n d s ,  i t  seems t o  m e," R ousseau r e p l i e d ,  

"Y es, and we co u ld  have been  s t i l l  b e t t e r  f r i e n d s .  Ah.' how I  w ould have 

lo v e d  you.' B u t, f o r  t h i s  t o  h ap p en , f iv e  c o n d it io n s  w ould have had t o  be 

f i l l e d ,  th e  e a s i e s t  o f  w hich  i s  im p o s s ib le ,  and w ith o u t w hich we may n o t 

th in k  o f  i t . "  B e tra y a l  and r e j e c t i o n  fo llo w  t h i s  f a i r y - t a l e  b e g in n in g : 

th e  lo v ed  one f a i l s  t o  r e p ly ,  w hich R ousseau f in d s  n a t u r a l ,  "b u t w hat was 

n o t [ n a tu r a l ]  was a  c e r t a in  e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  eyes accom panying t h a t  s i l e n c e ,

-k lb id ., p . 379* T his scen e  i s  a ls o  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  a C o n fess io n s  
v a r i a n t ,  O.C. I ,  p . I I 6I4. ( I t a l i c s  m in e .)

2O.C. I ,  p . 1162. ( T r a n s la t io n  m in e .)
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and w hich I  w i l l  n o t in  my l i f e  f o r g e t .  That n e a r ly  im p e rc e p t ib le  movement 

re p u ls e d  my h e a r t  f o r e v e r ." 1 F in a l l y ,  h e r  l i p s  tu rn  away from  h is  k i s s ,  

as she th in k s  o f  a n o th e r .  ( T h is ,  o f  c o u rs e , s tan d s  as a n o th e r  i n d ic a t io n  

t h a t  R o u sseau 's  l a t e r  p a ra n o id  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  " s ig n s"  a lre a d y  e x i s t e d  t o  

a  c e r t a in  deg ree  in  h is  y o u th fu l  human r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r ie n c e  and s u g g e s ts  t h a t  

such  r e j e c t i o n  was p e rh ap s n o t  w ith o u t a c e r ta in  m a s o c h is tic  p l e a s u r e . )

-  F i n a l l y ,  t o  conclude  t h i s  l i s t  o f  f ra g m e n ts , w hich we see  as g iv in g  

a  w e ll- ro u n d e d  p i c tu r e  o f  R o u sseau 's  approach  t o  eroticism, a  p u e r i l e  

lo v e  l e t t e r  a d d re sse d  in  1739 (? )  t o  a  young Iy o n n a ise  o f te n  b e l ie v e d  t o  

be M ile . S e r re  d e s c r ib e s  what R ousseau c o n s id e rs  th e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  d ep th  

o f  h is  p a s s io n  and h is  c a p a c ity  t o  have in s p i r e d  a  l i k e  s e n tim e n t in  th e  

bosom o f  th e  lo v e d  o n e , had  she on ly  p e rm it te d  him ; th e  f a t a l  m is fo r tu n e  

t h a t  hangs o v e r h is  l i f e ;  and h is  c e r t i tu d e  t h a t  th e  young la d y  has had  

" l i a i s o n s "  ( f l i r t a t i o n s  o r  a f f a i r s ? ) .

The M ile . S e r r e  " a f f a i r i , "  th e n ,  r e v e a ls  t o  w hat e x te n t  R o u sse au 's  

e r o t i c  e x p e r ie n c e s  — and human r e l a t i o n s  e x p e rien c e s  in  g e n e ra l  —  a re  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s s e c t  b ecau se  each  w as, t o  h im , an e x p e r ie n c e  in  w hich  

f e e l i n g ,  n o t f a c t , was o f  consequence; and R o u sseau 's  c r e a t iv e  im a g in a tio n  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  so  g r e a t ly  in  th e  re c o u n tin g  o f  a  g iven  in c id e n t  in  o rd e r  to  

o b ta in  th e  d e s i r e d  e m o tio n a l e f f e c t ,  b o th  in  h im s e lf  and in  h is  l i s t e n e r /  

r e a d e r ,  t h a t ,  from  an o b je c t iv e  p o in t  o f  v iew , one may J u s t i f i a b l y  d e s c r ib e  

th e  C o n fess io n s  as a  work f i l l e d  w ith  in a c c u r a c ie s ,  even fa ls e h o o d s . 

A n t ic ip a t in g  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m ,  R ousseau e x p la in e d  i t s  i r r e l e v a n c e  by p o in t in g  

o u t th e  s u b je c t iv e  n a tu re  o f  h is  w r i t i n g ,  c o in c id in g  w ith  th e  l e v e l  o f  h is  

e x p e r ie n c e ,  by means o f  a  te c h n iq u e  w hich fo llo w s " th e  ch a in  o f  f e e l in g s

■*Tbid., p .  1162.



which marked th e  s u c c e s s io n  o f  [ h is ]  b e in g ,  and hy them  [ th e  c h a in ] o f  

Events t h a t  w ere t h e  cau se  o f  th e  e f f e c t  [o f  h is  b e in g ] ."  " L 'o b je t  p ro p re  

de mes c o n fe s s io n s ,"  he c o n t in u e d , " e s t  de f a i r e  c o n n a i t r e  exactem en t mon 

i n t e r i e u r  dans to u te s  l e s  s i t u a t i o n s  de ma v ie .  C’e s t  l ' h i s t o i r e  de mon 

3me que j ' a i  p rom ise  . . .  V a r ia t io n s  o f  a  few b a s ic  e r o t i c  and g e n e ra l

human r e l a t i o n s  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e n ,  r e c u r r e d  a t  r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s  d u rin g  th e  

e n t i r e  co u rse  o f  R o u sse a u 's  l i f e .  I t  was th e  f e e l in g  d e r iv e d  from th e s e  

human r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r ie n c e s  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  p e rso n  o f  th e  p a r tn e r  t h a t  

m a tte re d  t o  R o u sseau , and t h i s  f e e l i n g  was m ost s u c c e s s f u l ly  o b ta in e d  

th ro u g h  th e  d i r e c t  in t e r v e n t io n  o f  h i s  c r e a t iv e  im a g in a tio n .
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CIVILIZATION

A f te r  r e tu r n in g  t o  C harraettes f o r  a  l a s t  s i x  months o f  f e v e r is h  

a c t i v i t y  in  p re p a r a t io n  f o r  h is  d e b u t, R ousseau l e f t  Chambery in  J u l y ,

17^2 , f o r  P a r i s ,  " p r o je t  S n t . d 'y  r a p p o r te r  un jo u r  aux  p ie d s  de Maraan 

rendue a  elle-m §m e le s  t r e s o r s  que j ' a u r a i s  a c q u is  . . .  "**• The P a r is  in  

w hich he a r r iv e d  was s t i l l  th e  d a z z lin g  c a p i t a l  o f  Europe an d , t o  th e  

E u ropean , o f  th e  w o rld  — a h e a v i ly -p o p u la te d  "w orld"  in  w hich  v a s t  w e a lth  

and s p le n d o r  s to o d  a lo n g s id e  th e  s q u a lo r  o f  g r e a t  m asses o f  p o o r ,  a  c i t y  

o f  d e l ig h ts  f o r  th o s e  few w ith  th e  good fo r tu n e  t o  be p a r t  o f  th e  g ran d  

monde w hich w as, in  f a c t ,  a  ve ry  sm a ll w o rld  in d e e d . W it and debauchery  

d e s c r ib e  mundane P a r is  u n t i l  ab o u t 1750i a  g r e a t  p a r t y ,  a  s c e p t i c a l ,  

e g o t i s t i c a l  and f r iv o lo u s  s o c i e ty ,  q u i te  s u p e r f i c i a l  y e t  somehow i r r e s i s t i b l y  

s e d u c t iv e .  P le a su re  was in  f a s h io n , garbed  in  th e  e le g a n t  costum e o f  a  

masked b a l l :  p ro u d  o f  i t s  sh in y  v e n e e r ,  th e  c a p i t a l  had  g e n e r a l ly  su c­

ceeded  in  a b o l is h in g  v i s i b l e  t r a c e s  o f  Regency d ru n k e n n e ss , b lasphem y and 

lo u d  ra u c o u sn e ss . G ossip  and n a s t i n e s s  had b een  d r iv e n  u nderg round  and 

d is p la y s  o f  em otion w ere s e v e re ly  frow ned o n , w ith  s c a n d a l  r e p r e s e n t in g  

th e  c a r d in a l  s in  o f  w hich P a r i s ia n s  l i v e d  in  m o r ta l  f e a r .

The c a p i t a l  was l i v i n g  on i l l u s i o n s ,  as sy m b o lized  by i t s  c u l t  o f  p o l i t e ­

n e s s .  " P o l i te n e s s  i s  t o  th e  mind /  What g race  i s  t o  th e  f a c e ,"  V o l ta i r e  had  

e n th u se d  in  h is  M ondain; " I t  i s  t h e  sw eet image o f  goodness o f  h e a r t  /  And i t  

i s  goodness t h a t  i s  c h e r ish e d  . . .  " The "goodness"  w ent no d e e p e r  th a n  th e  le v -  

e l l  o f  ap p ea ran ce . B eneath  th e  a t t r a c t i v e  s u r f a c e ,  a  h id d en  a n x ie ty  was sen sed

1C o n fe ss io n ^ ,  O.C. I ,  pp. 279-280.
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and r e v e a le d  by a  W atteau , a  Q uentin  de La T our, The Law A f f a i r 's  g r e a t  

f i n a n c i a l  u p h e av a ls  had c o n tr ib u te d  t o  th e  i n s t a b i l i t y  and "now" o r i e n t a ­

t i o n ,  H onesty  h ad  l o s t  s o c i a l  v a lu e  in  th e  r a t - r a c e  f o r  s t a t u s , w e a lth  and 

p le a s u r e .  The c a p i t a l  was m o r a l ly - d is tu r b e d ,  t r o u b le d ,  shaky . S a t i r e s ,  

p a m p h le ts , p a ro d ie s  and ep igram s abounded.

T h e a tre  was t h e  n a t io n a l  p a s tim e  — t h e a t r e  and th e  t h e a t r i c a l  ~  

w ith  th e  u s u a l  F rench  t a s t e  f o r  f in e  fo o d s , f in e  w in e s , a t t r a c t i v e  women, 

th e  a r t s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  n o v e l s . . .  At t h i s  moment, n a tu r a l  sc ie n c e  was th e  

g r e a t  vogue. A l l  was b r i l l i a n c e ,  th e n ,  in  th e  gay , f r iv o lo u s ,  c y n ic a l  

and somewhat dep rav ed  g rand  monde. from e n v iro n m en ta l d esig n  t o  d re s s  t o  

s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  in  w hich th e  conform ism  and fo rm alism  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

th e  p re v io u s  c e n tu ry  rem ained . Among th o s e  who were i n d i v i d u a l i s t s ,  o n ly  

am using e c c e n t r i c s  w ere t o l e r a t e d ,  and th e s e  o n ly  in  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  co n v er- 

s a t i o n - p ie c e s .

N o n e th e le s s , th e  g r e a t  tow nhouses w ere n o t  im p e n e tra b le  t o  am b itio u s  

young newcomers armed w ith  recom m endations, n o r  was a  r e l a t i v e  degree o f  

w e h ith  and fame a l t o g e th e r  o u t o f  r e a c h ,  th e  custom  o f  p a tro n a g e  rem ain in g  

in  common p r a c t i c e .  The s h o r t e s t  ro ad  t o  fame and fo r tu n e  seemed to  b e  v ia  

m usic and l i t e r a t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r iz e d  in  th e  s a lo n s .  R ich a r i s t o c r a t s ,  

now p o l is h e d  and m undane, w ere b e t t e r  e d u c a te d  th an  e v e r  b e fo re  and had  t o  

p o s s e s s  o r  a t  l e a s t  a f f e c t  an i n t e r e s t  in  and a cq u a in ta n ce  w ith  th e  a r t s  

and s c ie n c e s .  Famous t a l e n t s  o f  a l l  s o r t s  and p ro m isin g  newcomers were 

c u l t i v a t e d  as n e c e s s a ry  a c c e s s o r ie s  t o  t h e i r  fa s h io n a b le  s a lo n s .  At l a s t  

h ig h ly  re s p e c te d  by a l l ,  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  th e  a r t s  were n o t y e t  s e l f -  

s u p p o r t in g  ( th e  re a d in g  p u b l i c ,  f o r  exam ple, was n o t g re a t  enough u n t i l  th e  

1760 ' s  t o  su p p o rt a  w r i t e r ) .  A r t i s t s  w ere th u s  in t im a te ly  and n e c e s s a r i ly  

t i e d  t o  th e  g rand  monde . and th e  b a ck in g  o f  an i n f l u e n t i a l  s a lo n  was i n -
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d is p e n s a b le  f o r  s u c c e s s . T his p la c e d  g re a t  demands on a r t i s t s ,  o b l ig e d  

t o  conform . The duty  o f  an am b itio u s  young man was t o  be a  b r i l l i a n t  and 

w i t ty  l i g h t  c o n v e r s a t io n a l i s t s ,  g a la n t  and f l a t t e r i n g ,  a  t a l e n t  w h ich , 

a c c o rd in g  t o  D u c lo s , h im s e lf  a  m a ste r  a t  th e  game, te n d e d  t o  d isco u rag e  

th e  t r u l y  t a l e n t e d  and encourage th e  m ed io c re .

Everyone p la y ed  th e  s a lo n  game, th e n ,  and th e  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  h ig h -  

s p i r i t e d ,  s t r o n g - w i l le d ,  v ic io u s  and c a t ty  sa lo n n ife re s  r i v a l e d  each  o th e r  

i n  d e fe n se  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  p ro t6 g £ s . As a lw a y s , when p r o f i t s  a re  ly in g  

a b o u t,  o p p o r tu n is ts  a re  n o t f a r  b e h in d , s in g in g  f o r  t h e i r  su p p er in  w h a tev e r 

ways th e y  can d e v ise . P r o v in c ia ls  w ere f lo c k in g  t o  th e  c i t y  in  d ro v e s . 

Bohemians o f  a l l  s o r t s  were swarm ing. These p a r a s i t e s ,  by t a s t e  o r  

n e c e s s i t y ,  h au n ted  a l l  a c c e s s ib le  s o c i a l  c i r c l e s .  S a lo n s  and d in n e rs  a t  

th e  homes o f  th e  w ea lth y  w ere crowded w ith  s t r a n g e r s ;  once a d m itte d , one . 

c o u ld  r e tu r n  a t  any tim e  on th e  c o n d it io n  t h a t  he r e f r a i n  from  ta k in g  ad­

v an tag e  o f  th e  p r iv i l e g e  more o fte n  th a n  ab o u t once a  week. G reat f o r ­

m a lity  was im posed on th e s e  g a th e r in g s , w ith  th e  to n e  g e n e r a l ly  s e t  by th e  

h o s te s s .  L a te -n ig h t  s u p p e rs , i f  s m a l le r  and more i n t i m a t e ,  w ere m arred  by 

a  f r e e -w h e e lin g  c a t t i n e s s  and e l i t i s m .

W hereas g a la n te r i e  was th e  s a lo n  p l e a s u r e , exchange o f  id e a s  was t h a t  o f  

th e  c a f e s ,  more "m an ly ,"  in fo rm a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  w here th e r e  was l e s s  

p r e s s u r e  t o  s u s ta in  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  and w here  in d iv id u a l  freedom  was 

g r e a t e r  (one m ight d r in k ,  gam ble, c o n v e rse , r e a d  a  book o r  a  g a z e t te  o r  

p e rfo rm  o n e 's  l i t e r a r y  c r e a t i o n s ) .1 In  s e r i o u s ,  r e f l e c t i v e  c i r c l e s ,  g re a t  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  ferm ent was ta k in g  p l a c e ,  w ith  e a r t h l y  "h a p p in e ss"  so u g h t

C o u n t l e s s  caf6 s  had  opened in  P a r i s  s in c e  1715* b u t th e  t h e a t r e  and 
O pera c a fe s  w ere e s p e c ia l ly  p o p u la r . R ousseau was t o  lo v e  c a fe  l i f e  as 
g r e a t ly  as he would come t o  h a te  sa lo n  l i f e .
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th ro u g h  th e  new i d e a l  o f  r a t i o n a l  e n lig h te n m e n t, w h ile  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

a n t ip a th y  betw een l i b e r a l i s m  and c o n se rv a tism  was b u i ld in g  up t o  a  p o in t  

o f  c r i s i s .  Men p a s s io n a te ly  so u g h t t o  know a l l  and e x p la in  a l l ,  in  a  new 

h u m a n is tic  a tte m p t n o t  y e t  th w a r te d  by dogmatism and p e rs o n a l  r i v a l r i e s .

R ousseau a s p i r e d  w ith  e v e r y  f i b e r  o f  h is  b e in g  t o  be a c c e p te d  in  P a r i s ,  

b o th  t o  p ro v e  h i s  w o rth  t o  h im s e lf  and to  th o se  in  h is  p a s t  who had  sco rn ed  

and r e j e c t e d  him . In  s p i t e  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  d is a p p o in tm e n ts , he was t o  con­

t in u e  b e l i e v in g  in  P a r i s i a n  s o c ie ty  u n t i l  h is  17^9 " i l lu m in a t io n "  —  moment 

o f  t r u t h  c o rre sp o n d in g  to  th e  broken-com b in c id e n t ,  when he was fo rc e d  t o  

a c c e p t t h e  b i t t e r  f a c t  t h a t ,  how ever h a rd  he t r i e d ,  he would n e v e r  f in d  

su c c e ss  w ith in  th e  c o n te x t o f  P a r i s ’ b ran d  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Now, how ever, 

aware o f  h is  l i t e r a r y  t a l e n t  w hich he had a s s id u o u s ly  c u l t i v a t e d ,  R ousseau 

was h e s i t a n t ,  la c k in g  co n fid en ce  and in s p i r a t i o n  as he bu n g led  th e  ve ry  

l i t e r a r y  a tte m p ts  t h a t  w ere in te n d e d  to  le a d  him to  g lo ry . T ry in g  h i s  hand a t  

th e  s t i f l i n g l y  fo rm al C la s s i c a l  g e n re s . f o r  w hich he la c k e d  b o th  t a l e n t  and 

f e e l i n g ,  he found h is  own p e r s o n a l i t y  and p l a i n t i v e  " l i t t l e  s to ry "  in ­

co n g ru o u s ly  c re e p in g  i n ;  y e t  them es o th e r  th a n  th o s e  d i r e c t l y  p e r t a in in g  

t o  h im s e lf  came a c ro s s  as in s in c e r e  u n d er h is  p en . In  th e  rea lm  o f  id e a s  

and p h ilo s o p h y , on th e  o th e r  h an d , h i s  w r i t i n g  showed a  g re a t  d e a l  o f  

p ro m ise , b u t  he la c k e d  a  sen se  o f  "m essage" t o  g iv e  h is  work l i f e  and u n i ty .  

H is e x p e c ta t io n s  in  m aking th e  t r i p  t o  P a r i s ,  th e n ,  w ere la r g e ly  b a se d  on 

an in g e n io u s  system  o f  m usic n o ta t io n  he had in v e n te d  and p lan n ed  t o  subm it 

t o  th e  Acadeny o f  S c ie n c e s ,  im ag in in g  th e re b y  to  r e v o lu t io n iz e  th e  a r t  o f  

m usic .

He moved i n to  th e  H o te l S t .  Q uentin  n e a r  th e  Sorbonne, "u g ly  s t r e e t ,  

u g ly  h o t e l ,  u g ly  room ." The s a le  o f  h i s  books had n o t b ro u g h t enough
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money t o  su p p o rt him  f o r  lo n g . Thus th e  f i r s t  th in g  he d id  was t o  seek  

h i s  fo r tu n e .  The Count d'A m ezin found R ousseau s e v e r a l  a r i s t o c r a t i c  

m usic s t u d e n t s ,  one o f  whom, th e  Abb6 de L eon, "v e ry  am iab le  young g e n t le ­

m an," o f f e r e d  him th e  p o s i t i o n  as  h i s  s e c r e ta r y  w hich R ousseau had  t o  de­

c l i n e ,  th e  pay b e in g  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  co v e r h is  e x p e n se s . F u rth e rm o re , he 

had h ig h e r  h o p es. E ld e r ly  C laude Gros de B oze, member o f  th e  French 

Acadeny (and  whose young w ife  la u g h b d aa t R o u sse au 's  c o u n t r i f i e d  m an n ers) , 

in tro d u c e d  him to  R en l-A n to in e  de Reaum ur, who in  tu r n  to o k  charge  o f  p re ­

s e n t in g  R o u sseau 's  m usic sy stem  t o  th e  Academy o f  S c ie n c e s . In  A ugust, 

R ousseau re d  h is  p r o p o s i t io n  t o  th e  Academy! i t  won o n ly  lukewarm p r a i s e ,  

and th e  young man was b i t t e r l y  d is a p p o in te d . The th in g  t h a t  h u r t  most was 

th e  " i n j u s t i c e "  o f  th e  p ro c e d u re , th e  c e r t i t u d e  t h a t  th e  om nipo ten t Acadeny 

members had r e j e c t e d  h is  p r o p o s i t io n  b a se d  on p r e ju d ic e s  and w ith o u t h av ing  

u n d e rs to o d  i t .  T h is was an im p o r ta n t i l lu m in a t io n :  R ousseau had  h e re to fo re

assumed i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  be i n f a l l i b l e . ^  L a te r ,  when th e  m u sic ian  Rameau 

p o in te d  o u t th e  t r u e  w eakness o f  th e  sy s te m , i t s  la c k  o f  th e  p i c t o r i a l  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m ethod , he a c c e p te d  th e  v e r d ic t  s t o i c a l l y ,  

re c o g n iz in g  i t s  v a l i d i t y .

M eanw hile, in d ig n a t io n  a t  th e  Academ y's u n ju s t  r e j e c t i o n  cau sed  R ousseau 

t o  " ap p e a l to  th e  p u b l i c . "  He lo c k e d  h im s e lf  up in  h i s  h o t e l  room and worked 

"w ith  an in e x p r e s s ib le  a rd o r"  t o  t u r n  h i s  academy p a p e r  i n t o  a  D is s e r ta t io n  

on Modem M usic , p u b l is h e d ,  l a r g e ly  a t  h is  own e x p e n se , in  Jan u a ry  o f  17^3. 

The e d i t o r  o f  La C le f  ( Le J o u rn a l  de V erdun) gave R ousseau  and h is  system  

e x c e l le n t  n o t i c e s , a ls o  p u b l i s h in g  th e  E p i s t l e  t o  B o rd e . b u t  th e  D is s e r ta ­

t i o n  f a i l e d  t o  make waves on i t s  own m e r i t s ,  and R ousseau l o s t  th e  in c e n t iv e  

t o  c o n tin u e  c a l l i n g  on p o t e n t i a l  m aecenas. J u s t  a t  th e  tim e  he needed  to

l"D u ra n t mes c o n fe re n c e s  avec ces  M essieu rs  j e  me c o n v a in q u is  avec
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keep h im s e lf  in  th e  p u b l ic  e y e , he s a i d ,  th e  n e c e s s i ty  t o  do so  p ro v ed  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d isco u rag e  him. The Abb6 D e s fo n ta in e s , famous l i t e r a r y  

c r i t i c ,  may have c o n tr ib u te d  t o  h is  i n e r t i a .  A cco rd ing  t o  C o n z ie , R ousseau 

l a t e r  t o l d  him he had  been " p u lv e r is e  en to u t  s e n s  e t  en to u t  g en re  e t  avec 

to u te s  r a is o n s  p a r  l e  d i t  d o c te  abb6, [q u i]  l u i  a v a i t  p ro u v e  q u ' i l  ne 

s a v a i t  e n co re  r i e n ,  pas m§me e c r i r e  f r a n g a is ,  e t  q u ' i l  f a l l a i t  l i r e  e t  

ap p ren d re  a  l i r e ,  av an t que de v o u lo ir  e c r i r e . ”1 F a th e r  C a s te l ,  a  c o lo r f u l  

J e s u i t  d i l e t t a n t e  and e c c e n t r ic  whom R ousseau som etim es met a t  c a f 6 s ,  

m a lic io u s ly  r e m in is c e s ,  a long  th e  same l i n e s :  ”V o tre  gottt de m usique

e t a i t  a sse z  f r a n g a i s , ” he t e l l s  R ousseau by means o f  a  c r u e l  and m a lic io u s  

pam phlet p u b lis h e d  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  "m ais vos v e rs  s e n t a i e n t  un p eu  t r o p  l a  

p ro v in c e ,  e t  l a  p ro v in c e  e t r a n g e r e .  D 'a u tr e s  vous en f i r e n t  a p e rc e v o ir  l e s  

d e f a u t s , s o i t  du v e r s , s o i t  de l a  langue e t  de l a  rim e meme . . .

T hus, a lth o u g h  he had on ly  a  sm a ll amount o f  money l e f t ,  R ousseau began 

to  en jo y  P a r i s ,  a l l  th e  w h ile  s ee k in g  new ro ad s  t o  fame and fo r tu n e .

( in  ta k in g  t h i s  d e to u r ,  he was f a i l i n g  to  a c t  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  h i s  own 

p ro f e s s e d  i n t e n t i o n s ,  s in c e  th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  t r i p  t o  P a r i s  was to  

p la c e  h im s e lf  in  a  p o s i t io n  t o  repay  h is  b e n e f a c t r e s s . )  H i B  g r e a t  expecta*- 

t io n s  and mundane fram e o f  mind a c q u ire d  th ro u g h  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  Lyons 

f r ie n d s  and th e  Chambery i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  now gave P a r i s  th e  a i r  o f  an 

e a r th ly  p a r a d is e .  R ousseau had  g lim psed  h ig h  s o c ie ty  and  now r e g u la r ly

a u ta n t  de c e r t i t u d e  que de s u r p r i s e  que s i  q u e lq u e fo is  l e s  s a v a n ts  o n t 
moins de p r e ju g ls  que l e s  a u tr e s  hommes, i l s  t i e n n e n t ,  en re v a n c h e , en co re  
p lu s  fo r te m e n t 1. ceux q u ' i l s  o n t .  . . .  J ' e t a i s  to u jo u r s  e b a h i de l a  f a c i l i t y  
avec la q u e l l e  a  l ' a i d e  de qu e lq u es  p h ra se s  so n o re s  i l s  me r S f u t a i e n t  san s  
m 'a v o ir  co m p ris ."  C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 281*.

^C.C. I ,  Appendix A-1 7 , p . 29 I*.
2

L'Homme m oral oppose & l'homme -physique de M onsieur R***. L e t t r e s  
p h ilo s o p h iq u e s  oil i 'o n  rg f u te  l e  Deism du .lour (T o u lo u se : 1 7 5 ^ ) , c i t e d  in  
C.C. I I ,  Appendix A -93, p . 335*

3 l t  must be  s t r e s s e d  t h a t ,  in  h is  own w ay, R ousseau  was an a ss id u o u s  
w orker d u r in g  h i s  e n t i r e  w o rld ly  p e r io d .
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fre q u e n te d  th e  t h e a t r e ,  th e  o p e ra  and th e  " in "  c a f6 s . (To save  money, he 

e v e n tu a l ly  had t o  c u t  h is  d a fe  f r e q u e n ta t io n  down t o  every  o th e r  day and 

h i s  th e a t r e - g o in g  t o  on ly  tw ic e  a  w e e k i) Even S t .  P reux was fo rc e d  t o  ad­

m it t h a t  "ce  n ’e s t  p a s  que c e t t e  v ie  h ru y a n te  e t  tu m u ltu eu se  a ' a i t  a u s s i  

q u e lq u e  s o r t e  d ’ a t t r a i t s ,  e t  que l a  p ro d ig ie u s e  d i v e r s i t e  d ’ o b je ts  n 'o f f r e  

de c e r t a in s  ag rem ents a  de nouveaux debarques . . .  Rousseau to o k  m orning 

w alks th ro u g h  th e  Luxembourg g a rd e n s , s tu d y in g  p o e try . A fternoons were 

s p e n t e i t h e r  a t  t h e  t h e a t r e  o r  a t  th e  c a f6  w here th e  c h ess -m a ste rs  congre­

g a te d . His o ld  p a s s io n  f o r  chess  r e tu r n e d ,  w hich he in d u lg e d  w ith  custom ary 

e n th u s ia sm , r a t i o n a l i z i n g :  " Je  me d i s a i s :  quiconque prim e en q ue lque  chose 

e s t  to u jo u r s  s t i r  d ’S t r e  re c h e rc h e . Prim ons done , n 'im p o r te  en q u o i ; j e  

s e r a i  re c h e rc h e ;  l e s  o c ca s io n s  se  p r e s e n te r o n t , e t  mon m e rite  f e r a  l e  

r e s t e , "  a d d in g , w ith  f ra n k n e ss  and p e r c e p t io n :  " E f f r a y i  des grands e t

r a p id e s  e f f o r t s  q u ’ i l  a u r a i t  f a l l u  f a i r e  p o u r m’ S v e r tu e r ,  j e  t& chais  de 

f l a t t e r  ma p a r e s s e ,  e t  j e  m 'en v o i l a i s  l a  h o n te  p a r  des argum ents d ig n es  

d ' e l l e . 1,2

D uring  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  in  P a r i s ,  t h i r t y - y e a r - o l d  R ousseau , a lo n e  and 

w ith o u t a  " fa m ily "  t o  w hich t o  r e l a t e ,  d e s p e ra te ly  needed f r ie n d s  on b o th  

p a r e n t a l  and f r a t e r n a l  l e v e l s .  As in  h i s  a p p re n tic e s h ip  and Chambery 

p e r io d s ,  we have v e ry  few d e t a i l s  re g a rd in g  th e  many g o o d -n a tu red  f r ie n d s  

and a c q u a in ta n c e s  and  th e  momentary i n f a t u a t i o n s ,  b o th  male and fe m a le , he 

c e r t a i n l y  h ad . He o c c a s io n a l ly  p a id  h i s  r e s p e c ts  to  two re v e re d  Old M a s te rs , 

f i f t y - f o u r - y e a r - o l d  M arivaux and e ig h ty - f iv e - y e a r - o ld  F o n te n e l le ,  b o th  o f

% o u v e lle  H e lo S se . O.C. I I ,  p . 2h5,

2C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  288.
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whom w ere k in d  t o  him  ( th e  fo rm er even re to u c h in g  h i s  comedy N a rc is s u s ) .

He c a l l e d  on th e  Abbe de Mably in  P a r i s .  I t  ap p ea rs  t o  have been d u rin g  

t h i s  p e r io d  t h a t  he met a  young , s t r u g g l in g  w r i t e r  b u t  e jip e r ie n c e d  P a r is ia n  

named D enis D id e ro t. F i n a l l y ,  F a th e r  C a s te l  p u l l e d  th e  young man ou t 

o f  h i s  le th a rg y  by s u g g e s t in g  he t r y  a p p e a lin g  t o  women. "You can get 

nowhere in  P a r is  e x c e p t by means o f  women," C a s te l  c o n f id e d . I t  p roved  t o  

be u s e f u l  ad v ice . C a s te l  in tro d u c e d  R ousseau t o  two im p o rta n t h o u se s ,, 

t h a t  o f  Mme. de B esen v al and Mme. de B ro g lie  and t h a t  o f  Mme. Dupin.

Mme. de B ezenval was a  w e a lth y  m id d le -ag ed  member o f  th e  P o l is h  n o b i l i t y ,  

widow o f  a  Swiss o f f i c e r ,  whose a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r e ju d ic e s  caused  Rousseau 

a  new h u m ilia t io n :  th e  la d y  e x p e c te d  h e r  young g u e s t  t o  d in e  w ith  th e

s e r v a n ts .  Her d a u g h te r ,  Mme. de B r o g l ie ,  d ip lo m a t ic a l ly  s t r a ig h te n e d  th e  

m a tte r  o u t and R ousseau  d in e d  w ith  h o s te s s e s  and fa m ily  ©riL'endlLamoignon, 

b u t th e  i n s u l t  was n e v e r  f o r g o t te n .  U nable t o  s h in e  a t  ta b le - c o n v e r s a t io n ,  

a f t e r  d in n e r  R ousseau had th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  b r in g in g  everyone t o  t e a r s  

w ith  an e lo q u en t re a d in g  o f  h is  E p i s t l e  t o  P a r i s o t  — a g a in  h i s  " l i t t l e  

s t o r y , "  The p a t h e t i c  was in  vogue i n  th e  g rand  monde. and P a r is ia n s  w ere 

c o n d itio n e d  to  re sp o n d  t o  i t :  f o r  a  tim e  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  two la d ie s  w ere 

R o u sse au 's  f a i t h f u l  a d m ire rs .

Even more u s e f u l  t o  R ousseau  was w i t t y ,  r i c h  and s t i l l  e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  

b e a u t i f u l  t h i r t y - s i x - y e a r - o l d  L o u ise -M arie -M ad e le in e  D upin. G randdaugh ter 

o f  p la y w rig h t D a n co u rt, one o f  th r e e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  d a u g h te rs  o f  fa b u lo u s ly  

w e a lth y  f in a n c ie r  Samuel B ern a rd  — s i s t e r s  renow ned f o r  t h e i r  b e au ty  and 

charm — and, f i n a l l y ,  w ife  o f  a  F e rm ier G e n e ra l .M m e .  Dupin and h e r  famous 

s a lo n  w ere a t th e  h e ig h t  o f  t h e i r  le g en d a ry  b r i l l i a n c e  when R ousseau met

-^-Claude Dupin owed h i s  fo r tu n e  t o  h is  b e a u t i f u l  w ife .
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h e r .  No tow nhouse in  P a r i s  was s m a r te r  th an  Mme. D u p in 's  d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  

f o r t i e s .  She a t t r a c t e d  th e  cream  o f  th e  a r i s to c r a c y ,  th e  a r t s  and th e  

b eau te o u s  E uropeennes. R ousseau say s  h e r  s o c ie ty  was a b i t  to o  re s e rv e d  

a p p e a l t o  many young p e rso n s  b u t  was a l l  th e  more d is t in g u is h e d  fo r  

i t s  d ig n i ty .  Mme. Dupin had  u n u su a lly  a p p ea lin g  p e rs o n a l  q u a l i t i e s :

"femme a d o ra b le ,"  say s  R ousseau , " a u ta n t  p a r  l a  d o u ceu r, p a r  l a  b o n te  

de son  charm ante c a r a c t e r e ,  que p a r  l 'a g re m e n t de son e s p r i t ,  e t  p a r  

1 ' i n a l t S r a b l e  g a i t e  de son humeur,""1- adding  t h a t  she was " s e r io u s "  and 

" c o ld "  o f  tem peram ent. H er d o n d u c t, he s a id ,  was u n rep ro ach ed , g iv in g  

h e r  a  s t a r t l i n g  resem b lan ce  to  F ra n g o ise  d 'A ub igny , Mme. de M ain tenon , 

f o r  charm and c o ld -b lo o d e d  d e te rm in a tio n , w h ile  h e r  vague and o p t im is t i c  

r e l i g i o u s  c o n v ic t io n s  b ro u g h t h e r  c lo s e r  to  Mme. de W arens.

Mme. Dupin re c e iv e d  R ousseau  in  h e r  d re s s in g  gown. The s i g h t ,  new 

f o r  th e  young man, o f  b a re  arms and flow ing  lo c k s  was to o  much f o r  h is  

f o o l i s h  h e a r t .  She san g  f o r  h im , accom panying h e r s e l f  on th e  h a rp s ic h o rd . 

She spoke f l a t t e r i n g l y  and know ledgeably  about h is  D i s s e r ta t io n .  At d in ­

n e r ,  she s e a te d  R ousseau a t  h e r  s id e  (we s t r e s s  th e  im portance  o f  m eal­

tim e  ceremony in  R o u sseau 's  human r e la t io n s h ip s  and h is  concep t o f  honor) 

and i n v i t e d  him to  h e r  s a lo n .

Now, R o u sseau , in  a  s a lo n ,  was a  s o r ry  s ig h t  in d eed . Not j u s t  a  

p r o v in c i a l  b u t  a  Sw iss p r o v in c ia l  and a  young man whose t i m i d i t y ,  cau sed  

by an overw helm ing d e s i r e  t o  p le a s e  and e q u iv a le n t f e a r  o f  r e j e c t i o n ,  

p a ra ly z e d  h im , re n d e r in g  him  mute and f o o l i s h ,  a f r a id  to  a s s e r t  h im s e lf ,  

o r  e l s e  p u sh in g  him to o  f a r ,  i n to  obsequious and heavy-handed f l a t t e r y .  

R ousseau  would l a t e r  b i t t e r l y  r e s e n t  such  h y p o c r i t i c a l  " c r a w lin g ,"  so  

fo r e ig n  t o  h is  c h a r a c te r ,  and th e  com plim ents disavow ed a t  th e  v e ry  moment

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  291.
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he u t t e r e d  them , th e  t a l k  f o r  c o n v e r s a t io n 's  sake w ith o u t h a v in g  a n y th in g  

to  s a y ,  and such c o lo s s a l  fau x  p a s  as t a k in g  a  p ie c e  o f  f r u i t  from  th e  

b o ttom  o f  a  d e c o ra t iv e  p y ram id , th u s  c a u s in g  th e  w hole arrangem en t to  

tum ble to  th e  f lo o r .  R ousseau was d i f f e r e n t  from th e  o th e r s ,  " th e  

G enevan." Most o f te n  and m ost p a i n f u l l y ,  how ever, he was l o s t  in  th e  

crow d, as in  L em onnier's  famous p a in t in g  o f  d 'A lem b ert r e c i t i n g  V o l t a i r e 's  

O rn h e lin  de Chine a t  Mme. G e o f f r in 's .  Some P a r i s i a n s ,  s e n s in g  h is  w eakness, 

would a t ta c k  him , b u t m ost w ere p o l i t e .  N one, how ever, gave him th e  reco g ­

n i t i o n  he n eed ed , a lth o u g h  o c c a s io n a l ly  he w ould c a p tu re  some m a te rn a l 

s o u l 's  m ild  i n t e r e s t  th ro u g h  n y s te r io u s  a l lu s io n s  t o  h is  " m is f o r tu n e s .111 

Only a f t e r  h is  fame would s o c ie ty  t u r n  i t s  a t t e n t io n  to  R ousseau.

A ll  in  a l l ,  th e n ,  he en jo y ed  a  p l e a s a n t ,  m odera te  s u c c e s s ,  a lth o u g h  f a r  

from  th e  p o s i t io n  as " id o l"  he in v a r i a b ly  c o v e te d , th a n k s  l a r g e ly  t o  th e  

w ide range  o f  f i e l d s  in  w hich  he was i n t e r e s t e d  and more o r  l e s s  know ledgeab le . 

F u r th e rm o re , he p o sse sse d  an in d e f in a b le  p e r s o n a l  charm , to  w hich on ly  

c e r t a in  p e rso n s  w ere s u s c e p t ib l e ,  b u t  w hich  a t t r a c t e d  them  in  s p i t e  o f  h is  

f a u l t s  and w eak n esses, and b ro u g h t them  t o  view him  w ith  in d u lg e n c e , even 

a f f e c t io n .

U n fo r tu n a te ly , in  th e  case  o f  Mme. D u p in , n a iv e  R ousseau — as y e t  un­

f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  w o rld ly  p r i n c i p l e  " to u t  no u v eau , t o u t  beau" — made th e  

m is tak e  o f  ta k in g  to o  l i t e r a l l y  h i s  h o s t e s s '  g e n tle n e s s  and d em o n stra tio n  

o f  weleome. S ee in g  h is  c a s t le -d re a m  on th e  v e rg e  o f  coming t r u e ,  he f e l l

% e  c o n tin u e d  t o  meet s o c i a l  p rob lem s and c h a lle n g e s  by r e t r e a t i n g  in to  
h is  i n f a n t i l e ,  p a th e t i c  im age. T h is  p ro v e d  h ig h ly  a p p e a lin g  t o  a  few emo­
t i o n a l  s o u l s ,  th o s e  who see k  t o  dom inate  b u t la c k  th e  s t r e n g th  o r  d e d ic a ­
t i o n  t o  c o n tr o l  most p e r s o n s ,  b u t  he was e q u a l ly  r e p e l l e n t  to  c e r t a in  co ld  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  who meet w eakness and v u l n e r a b i l i t y  w ith  sco rn  and a g g re s s iv e  
h o s t i l i t y .



madly in  lo v e . T h is cau sed  him t o  make two s e r io u s  m is ta k es  w hich v ery  

n e a r ly  c o s t  him th e  D up in s ' u s e f u l  b en ev o len ce . F i r s t ,  he a t te n d e d  th e  

s a lo n  much to o  o f te n  — b e a r ly  every  day. S eco n d ly , he w ro te  Mme. Dupin 

a  n o te  d e c la r in g  h is  lo v e . She re tu rn e d  th e  n o te  so  c o ld ly  t h a t  he under­

s to o d  and gave up im m edia te ly  (a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s to r y  has him 

f a l l i n g  on h is  knees and Mine. Dupin le a v in g  th e  room and slam m ing th e  

d o o r ) ;  how ever, she l a t e r  a sk ed  him t o  s to p  a t te n d in g  th e  s a lo n .  The 

young man s e n t  h e r  a  l e t t e r  b eg g in g  fo rg iv e n e s s  and p ro m is in g  re p e n ta n c e , 

se n d in g  a n o th e r  to  M. D upin , a p p e a lin g  f o r  p e rm is s io n  t o  r e tu r n .  This 

l a t t e r  n o t e ,  rem arkab le  in  many r e s p e c ts  ( to  b e g in  w i th ,  i t s  very  

e x i s t e n c e . ') ,  f in d s  R ousseau to u c h in g ly  a p o lo g iz in g  f o r  h is  bad  f i r s t  im­

p r e s s io n  and m aking a s u r p r i s in g  d e c la r a t io n :  " Je  m 'e t a i s  f l a t t 6 ,  Mon­

s i e u r ,  du bonheur de vous a p p a r te n i r  po u r l e  r e s t e  de mes j o u r s ,  e t  j e  p u is  

j u r e r  que c e t t e  id e e  e s t  l e  p re m ie r  e t  l e  s e u l  v r a i  s e n tim e n t de p l a i s i r  

<lui m 'a i t  to u c h e . L 'e s p o i r  de m £ r i te r  v o tre  e s tim e  e t  v o tre  a f f e c t i o n ,  

j o i n t  a  l 'a m o u r  de l 'e t u d e  e t  du repos m 'en f a i s a i t  an a v e n ir  ch arm an t, 

a u q u e l j ' a i  s a c r i f i e  avec j o i e  to u te  a u tre  v u e ." ^  R ousseau goes on to  

evoke th e  " s a d  f a t a l i t y "  t h a t  p u rsu e s  him and s y s te m a t ic a l ly  d e s tro y s  a l l  

h i s  dreams o f  h a p p in e s s . He im p lo res  M. Dupin to  d e l iv e r  him from  doubt 

by d e c la r in g  a ccep tan ce  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  him . R ousseau adm its t o  b e in g  

f u l l  o f  w eaknesses b u t p le a d s  th e  case  f o r  th e  weak: " I I  e s t  des r e to u r s

s u r  nos f a u te s  qu i v a le n t  m ieux que de n 'e n  a v o ir  p o in t  com m is." He adm its 

t h a t  a  m e d io c r ity  o f  t a l e n t ,  m e r it  and wisdom makes him  unw orthy o f  th e  

Dupins b u t  s u g g e s ts  th e  c o rre sp o n d in g  m e r it  o f  h i s  un ique a tta ch m e n t f o r  

them  — re m in is c e n t o f  S t .  P re u x , m ediocre in  a l l  b u t h i s  s e n tim e n t. He 

co n c lu d e s : "Sans a m b itio n , san s  i n t e r S t  e t  san s  d e s i r  de b r i l l e r ,  j e  ne

f e r a i  c o n s i s t e r  mon bonheur q u 'a  m e r i te r  v o tre  c o n f ia n c e ,  vos b o n te s  e t

J-C.C. I ,  No. 53 ( A p r i l  1 0 ,  1 7 ^ 3 ) ,  pp. 185-6 .
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c e l l e s  de Mme. D upin. J e  ne vous d is  r i e n ,  q u i ne s o i t  une image f id e le  

de ce q u i se  p a sse  au fond  de mon §me» Ju g ez—moi l a —d essu s  e t  d a ig n ez  

m 'a c c o rd e r  un mot de re p o n s e ."

R a th e r th a n  r e v e a l in g  some d i a b o l i c a l l y  h y p o c r i t i c a l  R ousseau  as has 

been  s u g g e s te d , th e  Dupin in c id e n t  shows to  w hat e x te n t  th e  young man was 

b l in d ly  d r iv e n  by d e s i r e  f o r  some g l o r i f i e d  v e rs io n  o f  h i s  c a s t le -d re a m , 

y e t  th e  a s to n is h in g  la c k  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h is  s e lf - im a g e  and o f  h is  g o a l 

i t s e l f  in  w hich th e  s e n tim e n ts  o f  lo v e  and f r ie n d s h ip  combine w ith  th e  

p o s i t i o n  as " c h i ld  o f  th e  fam ily "  and th e  d e s i r e  t o  e a rn  a d m ira tio n  th ro u g h  

th e  u se  o f  h is  c r e a t iv e  t a l e n t s .  T h is l e t t e r  shows w ith  moving c l a r i t y  

how d e sp e ra te  R ousseau was a t  t h i s  p e r io d  f o r  e x p re s s io n s  o f  a f f e c t io n  and 

a p p ro v a l.

The Dupins a p p a re n tly  to o k  R ousseau a t  h is  w ord. Soon a f te rw a r d ,

Mme. Dupin e n t r u s te d  him w ith  th e  c a re  o f  h e r  son Chenonceaux f o r  about 

a  week. The th i r t e e n - y e a r - o l d  s p o i le d  b r a t  p u t him  th ro u g h  th e  t o r t u r e s  

o f  h e l l .  On th e  o th e r  h an d , Mme. D u p in 's  s te p s o n ,  C h a r le s -L o u is  Dupin de 

F r a n c u e i l ,^  tw e n ty - s ix ,  b e f r ie n d e d  R ousseau . A common i n t e r e s t  in  c h e m is try , 

th e  c u r r e n t  r a g e ,  b ro u g h t them  to g e th e r .  They began a  co u rse  u n d er chem ist 

R o u e lle  an d , t o  be c lo s e r  t o  F r a n c u e i l ,  R ousseau moved t o  th e  R ig h t Bank.

M eanw hile, R ousseau underw ent a  b o u t w ith  pneum onia. D uring  th e  i l l ­

n e s s ,  he s e t  to  r e f l e c t i n g  on h im s e lf  and d e p lo re d  th e  t i m i d i t y ,  weakness 

and la z in e s s  t h a t  k e p t him  in  a  s t a t e  o f  m ise ry  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  f i r e  he 

f e l t  w i th in  h im , o r  so th e  C o n fe ss io n s  re c o u n t. S t i l l  f e v e r i s h ,  he began

■'"Married s in c e  1737 to  Suzanne B o ll ia u d  de S t .  J u l i e n .
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com posing an o p e r a ,  Les Muses g a la n t e s . whose s to r y  l i n e  re v o lv e d  around 

th e  l iv e s  o f  T a s so , Ovid and A nacreon, w ith  whom he i d e n t i f i e d .  Work on 

th e  o p e ra  was i n t e r r u p t e d  by a  chance o c cu rren c e : A s e c r e ta r y  was b e in g

so u g h t f o r  th e  n ew ly -ap p o in ted  F rench  am bassador in  V e n ic e , and Mme. de 

B ro g lie  had  su g g e s te d  R ousseau f o r  th e  p o s i t io n .  R ousseau’s s a la r y  demand 

was r e j e c te d  and th e  am bassador d e p a r te d  w ith  a n o th e r  young man, b u t th e  

o r ig i n a l  s e c r e ta r y  was d ism is se d  b e fo re  h i s  a r r i v a l  in  V e n ice , and Rousseau 

was c a l l e d  in  t o  f i l l  th e  vacancy. A f te r  th in k in g  o v e r th e  p r o p o s i t io n  

f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s , he a p c e p te d , bought h im s e lf  some s p le n d id  new c lo th e s  

and l e f t  f o r  V enice in  J u ly  o f  17^3, t r a v e l in g  f i r s t  c l a s s .

In d e s c r ib a b ly  p roud  o f  h is  new p o s i t io n  in  w hich he saw h i s  p e r s o n a l  

w o rth  as v a l id a te d  and h i s  p e rso n  en n o b led , a  sym bol o f  th e  glam orous 

F ran ce  he had id o l i z e d  s in c e  h is  Chambery d a y s , e a g e r  t o  show th e  home 

town t h a t  he d id  in d e ed  have m e r i t ,  he made s id e  t r i p s  en r o u t e , to  

Chambery (w h ere , f in d in g  Mama a b s e n t ,  he v i s i t e d  w ith  C onzie) and t o  Iyons 

(w here he s p e n t th r e e  d a y s , p ro b ab ly  c a l l i n g  on a l l  h is  f r ie n d s  and 

a c q u a in ta n c e s ) .  C o n tin u in g  h is  voyage by sh ip  t o  M a r s e i l l e s ,  he found 

h im s e lf  caugh t in  a  th re e -w ee k  q u a ra n tin e  in  Genoa, P r e f e r r in g  n o t t o  

rem ain  w ith  th e  p a s s e n g e r s , he sp e n t two happy weeks i s o l a t e d  in  a  la z a ^  

r e t t o ,  p la y in g  R obinson C rusoe. When J o n v i l l e ,  F rench  Envoy in  G enoa, 

became aware o f  th e  p re sen c e  o f  a  member o f  th e  d ip lo m a tic  s t a f f  in  h is  

c i t y ,  he had  R ousseau r e le a s e d  and welcomed him c o r d i a l l y  i n to  h is  home. 

J o n v i l l e 's  s e c re ta ry *  D upont, b e f r ie n d e d  th e  young man (a s  was b e f i t t i n g  

un d er th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s ) ,  in tro d u c in g  him to  v a r io u s  G enoans. R ousseau 

l i m i t s  h is  C o n fess io n s  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  D upont, a  young b u t  e x p e r ie n c e d  

p r o f e s s io n a l  d ip lo m a t, t o  a r a th e r  p a t ro n iz in g  "bon g a rg o n ,"  a d d in g ,
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" je  l i a i  avec l u i  c o n n a is s a n c e , e t  co rre sp o n d an ce  p a r t i a l l y  p e r s o n a l ,  

p a r t i a l l y  p r o f e s s io n a l  , que nous e n tre tin m e s  f o r t  long tem ps."-1- J o n v i l l e  

was away from Genoa d u r in g  most o f  R o u sseau ’s so jo u rn  in  V en ice , w hich 

p u t R ousseau in  c lo s e  e p i s t o l a r y  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  D upont, who c a l l e d  R ousseau 

"mon c h e r  ami" ( r e c e iv in g  in  r e p ly  o n ly  "mon c h e r  c o n fre re '* ) . When Rous­

se a u  l a t e r  com plained  t o  Dupont ab o u t h is  h e a l t h ,  Dupont (who had 

s e r io u s  h e a l th  p rob lem s o f  h is  own, a p p a re n tly  s u f f e r in g  from tu b e r c u lo s i s )  

sym path ized  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y .  I n to x ic a te d  by d e lu s io n s  o f  g ra n d e u r , Rous­

s e a u  seems t o  h ave  ta k e n  t h i s  o b l ig in g  b u t m ediocre  young man f o r  g ra n te d .

The q u a ra n t in e  o v e r ,  R ousseau resum ed h is  t r i p ,  s ig h t - s e e in g  a lo n g  

th e  w ay, and a r r iv e d  in  V enice in  e a r ly  S ep tem b er, t o  f in d  th e  am bassador 

a w a itin g  im p a t ie n t ly .

The most b r i l l i a n t  s o c ie ty  in  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu r y  I t a l y ,  V enice was a  

r e p u b l ic  s m a l le r  in  p o p u la t io n  ( c .  137*000) th a n  Savoy and , u n lik e  th e  

l i v e l y  l i t t l e  kingdom , in  a  s t a t e  o f  m oral and p o l i t i c a l  decadence 

c h a r a c te r iz e d  by a  la c k  o f  e f f e c t i v e  le a d e r s h ip  and  a  g re a t  d e a l  o f  c o r­

r u p t io n  and in t r i g u i n g  in  a l l  w alks o f  l i f e  and , as in  P a r i s ,  c o u n tle s s  

p a r a s i t e s ,  t o l e r a t e d  o n ly  th ro u g h  t h e i r  w i t  and c o n v e r s a t io n a l  s k i l l s  and 

am using q u a l i t i e s .  Not m i l i t a r i l y - o r i e n t e d ,  V enice was s lu m b erin g  in  a  

lo n g  p e a c e , c o n c e n tr a t in g  on p le a s u r e  and c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  s t i l l  o u ts ta n d in g  

in  th e  f r a g i l e  g ra c e s  o f  a r t ,  m usic and e le g a n c e . The r e p u b lic  p re s e n te d  

t o  th e  newcomer a  s t a r t l i n g  c o n t r a s t  o f  w e a lth  and p o v e r ty ,  s im i la r  t o  t h a t  

o f  P a r i s ,  As d u r in g  h i s  most r e c e n t  P a r i s ia n  r e s id e n c e ,  how ever, R ousseau 

saw o n ly  V e n ic e 's  b r i l l i a n t  s id e .

•̂C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  295.
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W ith th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  i t s  m u9ic , R ousseau  was b l in d  t o  th e  r e p u b l i c 's  

e s t h e t i c  b e a u tie s  as su c h , b u t r a t h e r  o b se rv ed  them  as symbols o f  s o c i a l  

s t a t u s .  U n like  th e  e p ic u re a n  Savoyards and I y o n n a is , V en e tian s  had  th e  

p a s s io n  o f  s e n s a t io n  and o s t e n t a t i o n ,  o f te n  a t  t h e  expense o f  th e  c r e a tu r e  

com fo rts  d e a r to  R o u sse au 's  h e a r t .  V en e tia n s  h ad  a  lo v e  o f  lu x u ry  and 

m ag n ificen ce  and d e l ig h te d  in  f l a u n t in g  i t .  B e a u t i f u l  and r i c h  p a la c e s  

o f  m arble and e le g a n t  gardens w ith  f o u n ta in s , s t a t u e s  and m enageries  were 

p a r t  o f  th e  sumptuous l i f e  e n jo y ed  by V e n ic e 's  w e a lth y . However, th e  

s p le n d id  gowns o f th e  V en e tian  l a d ie s  and th e  f in e  t a p e s t r i e s  in  th e  homes 

were o f te n  s o i le d  and th r e a d b a r e ,  and s a n i t a r y  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  r e p u b l ic  

w ere n o n - e x is te n t ,  m a je s t ic  b u i ld in g s  s t i n k in g  o f  garbage and human and 

an im al excrem ent.

N o b i l i ty  (some 2 .5 $  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n )  h e ld  a l l  th e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

pow er. A s t ro n g  fam ily  s p i r i t  and s e v e re  h ie r a r c h y  re ig n e d  in  th e  n o b le  

c a s t e ,  acco rd in g  honor t o  s e n i o r i t y  and f o r tu n e ,  w ith  ru in e d  n o b le s  (B arna- 

b o t t i ) l i v in g  o f f  gam bling , i n t r i g u e s  and o th e r  m is e ra b le  e x p e d ie n ts .  

V e n e tia n  a r i s t o c r a t s  d id  n o t o f f e r  open-house  as d id  th e  P a r i s i a n s ,  seldom  

i n v i t i n g  even v i s i t i n g  n o b le s  to  d in n e r ,  and t h e i r  a t t r a c t i v e ,  c o q u e t t i s h  

w ives and d au g h te rs  w ere e i t h e r  c a r e f u l ly  ch ap eroned  o r  a l to g e th e r  h idden  

away; th u s  R ousseau would have l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  in s in u a te -  h im s e lf  in to  

t h e i r  in tim a c y . However, t h e i r  p re s e n c e  u n d o u b ted ly  made i t s e l f  f e l t  from  

a h i e r a r c h i c a l  v ie w p o in t, c o n t r ib u t in g  t o  th e  o b se s s io n  f o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  

R ousseau was to  e x p e r ie n c e  d u rin g  h is  V en e tia n  s o jo u rn .

In d e e d , d em o n stra tio n s  o f  s t a t u s  w ere an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  V en e tian  

l i f e .  N o b le s , upon m e e tin g , w ere v e ry  d e m o n s tra tiv e  o f  th e  honor th e y  

w ere o b lig e d  t o  acco rd  each  o th e r ,  bow ing t o  th e  f l o o r ,  even k i s s in g  th e
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hands o f  th o s e  th e y  w ere c o u r t in g .  C lo th in g  was e s p e c ia l ly  sym bo lic  o f  

honor and may w e l l  have in f lu e n c e d  R o u sseau 's  l a t e r  Armenian costum e.

The o ld  V en e tian  n o b le  d re s s  was th e  v e s te  p a t r i z i a . a  s o r t  o f  Roman 

to g a  donned a t  th e  age o f  tw en ty  as th e  symbol o f  n o b i l i t y :  a  s im p le

casso ck  f a l l i n g  t o  th e  f l o o r ,  w ith  w ide s le e v e s .  The w in te r  v e r s io n  was 

l i n e d  in  f u r ,  th e  summer m odel made o f  s i l k .  C olors w ere b la c k ,  v i o l e t ,  

r e d  o r  cream , w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  n o b le s  w earing  p u r p le ,  r i c h ly  em b ro id ered  

in  g o ld  and gems. The v e s te  p a t r i z i a  was worn on ly  in  d u ca l p a la c e s  b u t  

c o u ld  be seen  in  p o r t r a i t s .

A more p o p u la r  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu ry  n ob le  ro b e  was th e  t a b a r r o . a  g r e a t  

w ide f lo o r - l e n g th  c o a t w ith  r o l l e d  c o l la r*  in  b la c k ,  g ra y , b e ig e  o r 

s c a r l a t ,  som etim es worn w ith  a  la r g e  f u r  m uff. French w igs and c lo th in g  

s t y l e s  w ere becom ing p o p u la r  and were w e ll  made (as  Rousseau h im s e lf  r e ­

m arked) and would be w orn u n d er th e  sumptuous t a b a r r o .

M i l i t a r y  u n ifo rm s , alw ays a s u b je c t  o f  R o u sseau 's  covetous i n t e r e s t ,  

w ere a ls o  v e ry  handsome in  V en ice , whose young o f f i c e r s  were e le g a n t  and 

im p r e s s iv e ,  i f  n o t o u ts ta n d in g ly  e f f e c t i v e  s o ld i e r s .

G rea t ceremony accom panied V en e tian  a c t i v i t i e s .  Church s e r v ic e s  w ere 

v e ry  showy, w ith  much m usic in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  ceremony. The D oge 's  

a p p e a ra n c e , c a r r i e d  on a  go lden  c h a i r ,  was accom panied by b a n n e r s ,  s i x  

lo n g  tru m p e ts  (so  lo n g  a  c h i ld  had t o  h o ld  up th e  end o f  each in s tru m e n t)  

p la y in g  a  f a n f a r e , fo llo w e d  by th e  c o r te g e  o f  h i s  nob le  fo llo w in g .

P e r io d ic  h o l id a y s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  th e  c a m a v a l ,  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  V en e tian  t a s t e  

f o r  o s t e n t a t i o n .  L a s t in g  a l l  w in te r ,  i t  was a p e r p e tu a l  h o l id a y ,  w ith  

pompous p r o c e s s io n s ,  co stu m es , m asks, t h e a t r i c a l  p e rfo rm an ces , c i r c u s  

a c t s ,  s t r e e t  s p e c ta c le s  and f ire w o rk s .



275

Even V e n ic e 's  many t h e a t r e s  w ere  a  p la c e  t o  see  o th e rs  and be  s e e n , 

to  c o n v e rse , t o  e a t ,  to  c a r ry  on lo v e  in t r i g u e s  o r  to  gam ble, t o  th e  

accompaniment o f  th e  p e rfo rm an ce . S alon  l i f e  was h ig h ly  im p o r ta n t and 

o u td o o r l i f e  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x is te n t .  R e la t iv e ly  l i b e r a t e d  women, 

s o c ie ty  games and gam bling ( a  V e n e tia n  p a s s io n )  a t t r a c t e d  th e  men in d o o rs ,  

as d id  th e  p o p u la r  c a s i n i . c o n v e rsa tio n  and gam bling houses a l l  o v e r th e  

c i t y  b u t p a r t i c u l a r l y  around  th e  P la z a  San Marco.

F in a l ly ,  m usic — p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c h  in  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu ry  I t a l y  — 

was everyw here . The w e a lth y  s p e n t  f r e e ly  on m usic, and s in g in g  and i n s t r u ­

ments w ere h e a rd  r e g u la r ly  on th e  s t r e e t .

The F rench  Embassy in  V enice  was t o t a l l y  w ith o u t d ip lo m a tic  im p o rtan ce  

and s to o d  as a  mere sym bol o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g o o d w ill. The am b assad o r 's  

on ly  du ty  was t o  see  t h a t  V en e tian  n e u t r a l i t y  c o n tin u e d . A p o s i t io n  on 

th e  embassy s t a f f  was th e n  e i t h e r  a  s te p p in g - s to n e  o r  a  p o l i t i c a l  "plum" 

and n o t ,  in  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  t o  be ta k e n  to o  s e r io u s ly  by an am b itio u s  and 

s e n s u a l young man. R ousseau made th e  m is tak e  o f  s e e in g  i t  b o th  ways — 

t r y ig g  t o  p le a s e  b o th  s id e s  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y  a t  th e  same tim e  — and o f  

do ing  w hat th e  Abbe Gaime had  lo n g  ago w arned  him t o  av o id : ap p ro ach in g

a  new p o s i t io n  w ith  to o  much h o t-h e a d e d  z e a l  and to o -o b v io u s  am b itio n . 

R o u sseau 's  main du ty  sh o u ld  have been  t o  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  th e  am b assad o r 's  

s t a f f  an d , p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  w ith  t h e  am bassador. T h is he seems t o  have done 

s u c c e s s f u l ly  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  and t o  have found tim e t o  en jq y  f r ie n d s h ip  

and a  m yriad  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

At f i r s t ,  R ousseau was d eep ly  t r o u b le d  by p e r s o n a l  co n ce rn s . His 

h e a l t h ,  s in c e  Chambery a  s u b je c t  o f  a n x ie ty ,  gave him a new s c a re  and he
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once ag a in  saw h im s e lf  as d y in g . (The C o n fe ss io n s  r e p o r t ,  "La f a t ig u e

du voyage e t  l e s  t e r r i h l e s  c h a le u rs  que J* a v a ls  so u ffe rte s  me d o n n eren t
1 '

m e  a rd e u r  d 'u r in e  e t  des maux de r e in s  que j e  g a rd a i Jusqu 'S , 1*e n tr e e  

de l 'h i v e r . " • L) He a ls o  f e l t  lo n e ly  and in s e c u re  and c a l l e d  o u t p l a i n t i v e l y  

f o r  r e a s s u ra n c e . Not h a v in g  h e a rd  from  Mme. de W arens, he became n ervous 

and w ro te  to  C onzie , im p lo r in g  h is  f r i e n d  t o  end  h i s  d o u b ts : ?R endez-m oi,

M onsieu r, [ l e  s e r v ic e ]  de me donner des n o u v e lle s  de ma p au v re  Maman; j e  

ne d e g u ise  r i e n ,  M onsieu r, j e  vous en s u p p l i e ,  j e  m 'a t te n d s  S, t o u t ,  Je 

s o u f f r e  d e ja  to u s  le s  maux que j e  peux p r e v o i r ;  e t  l a  p i r e  de to u te s  l e s  

n o u v e lle s  p o u r m oi, c 'e s t  de n ’en r e c e v o i r  a u c u n e ." 2 Two weeks l a t e r ,  he 

w ro te  Mme. de Warens t h a t  he n eeded  l e t t e r s  from  h e r  " sa n s  quo i j e  s u is  

t o u t  a  f a i t  m o rt ,"  c o n c lu d in g : "0  m i l le  f o i s ,  c h e re  Maman, i l  me sem ble

d e ja  q u ’ i l  y  a  un s i e c l e  que j e  ne vous a i  v ue . En v e r i t e ,  j e  ne  p u is
O

v iv re  lo in  de v o u s ."

Then he sudden ly  a d ju s te d .  The w ork was n o t  d i f f i c u l t ,  n o r was i t  

tim e-consum ing  o r  even much o f  a  c h a lle n g e . R ousseau  w orked "ev e ry  day 

a  good p a r t  o f  th e  m orning and on m a il days [S a tu rd a y s ]  som etim es u n t i l  

m id n ig h t."* 1 Most o f  th e  t im e ,  th e n ,  was d e v o ted  t o  s tu d y  and amusement. 

F re q u e n ta tio n  o f  a  m erry group o f  w i t ty  and w e l l - e d u c a te d ,  w e ll-b o rn  young 

men, bons v iv a n ts  r a th e r  th a n  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  was h i s  s w e e te s t  p le a s u re  in  

V en ice . As e a r ly  as November 2 3 , he w ro te ,  " Je  me s u is  p r i s  d 'am i t i e  s i

1I b i d . , p . 361.

2C.C. I ,  No. 59 (Septem ber 2 1 , 1 7 ^ 3 ) , p .  19^.

3C.C. I ,  No. 62 , p p . 198-199.

** C o n fess io n s . O.C. I ,  pp . 305-6 . ( T r a n s la t io n  and i t a l i c s  m in e .)
In  a l l  f a i r n e s s  t o  R ousseau , th e  V en e tia n  "m orning" d id  l a s t  t i l l  a f te rn o o n , 
fo llo w ed  by a  m eal and a  s i e s t a .
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in tim em en t avec le  s e c r e t a i r e  [de l 'am b assa d e  d 'E spagne] que nous sorames 

i n s e p a r a b le s ,  de faqon q u 'o n  ne v o i t  r i e n  a  V enise de s i  u n i que l e s  deux 

m aisons de F rance  e t  d 'E sp ag n e . J ’ a i un peu  derange ma p h ilo s o p h ie  p o u r 

me ro e ttre  comme le s  a u t r e s , de s o r t e  que j e  cours l a  p la c e  e t  l e s  sp e c ­

t a c l e s  en masque e t  en b a h u t te  t o u te  a u s s i  f ie re m e n t que s i  j ’ a v a is  p a s s e  

t o u te  ma v ie  dans c e t  o e q u ip a g e ." ’*’ The " in s e p a ra b le "  f r i e n d  was F ra n q o is -  

X a v ie r  de C a r r io ,  d e s c r ib e d  by R ousseau as a  v e ry  am iable  and b r ig h t  

young man. O ther f r ie n d s  w ere Frenchmen Jean  LeBlond ( th e  F ren ch  C onsu l 

in  V en ice) and S t .  C y r, S p a n ia rd s  A ltu n a  and Eagoaga, a  gen tlem an  from  

th e  n earby  F r i u l i  c o u n try  whose name escap ed  R ousseau a t  th e  w r i t i n g  o f  

th e  C o n fess io n s  b u t o f  whom he s a i d ,  " o f  a l l  th e  men I  have known in  n$r 

l i f e  [he was] th e  one whose h e a r t  most resem bled  m in e ,"  and f i n a l l y  two 

o r  th r e e  w i t ty  and w e ll-e d u c a te d  E nglishm en. A ll  men had  w ives o r  m is­

t r e s s e s  , n e a r ly  a l l  charm ing and t a l e n t e d ,  a t  whose homes th e y  e n jo y e d  

m u s ic , d an c in g  and some gam bling . Once R ousseau p la y e d  m ag ic ian  and t o l d  

h i s  f r i e n d s '  f o r tu n e s .  They r e g u la r ly  a t te n d e d  c o n c e r ts ,  o p e ra  and th e  

t h e a t r e .  R ousseau had th e  p le a s u re  o f  h e a r in g  two o f  h is  co m p o sitio n s  

p la y e d  by th e  S t .  Chrysostom e o r c h e s t r a .  He rode  in  h is  own em bassy gon­

d o la  and had  boxes in  a l l  th e  c i t y ’s t h e a t r e s  a t  h is  d is p o s a l .  He became 

enam ored w ith  I t a l i a n  m u sic , som etim es le a v in g  th e  box in  w hich h is  

f r ie n d s  w ere c h a t t e r i n g ,  e a t in g  and p la y in g  c a r d s ,  t o  dev o te  h im s e lf  

t o  th e  a u r a l  magic a lo n e  and u h d is t r a c te d .

V e n ic e 's  abundant n ig h t  l i f e  w as, o f  c o u rs e , le g e n d a ry . R ousseau

•̂ C.C. I ,  No. 7 1 , R ousseau t o  C ountess de M ontaigu , pp . 212-213 .

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  313. (T ra n s la t io n  m in e .)
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r e g u la r ly  f r e q u e n te d  th e  a l l - n i g h t  c a fe s  in  th e  p ia z z a  San Marco. In  im i­

t a t i o n  o f  h is  f r ie n d s  and c o l le a g u e s ,  he was sp en d in g  f r e e l y ,  c o n s id e r in g  

h im s e lf  as " fo rc e d "  t o  l i v e  w e l l  in  o rd e r  to  keep up w ith  h is  companions 

and upho ld  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  h is  p o s i t i o n .  As h i s  s a la r y  was m eag e r,1 Rous­

sea u  en co u n te re d  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  m a in ta in in g  a  l i v i n g  s ta n d a rd  even 

vaguely  ap p ro ach in g  t h a t  o f  h is  f r i e n d s .  His expenses w ere p r im a r i ly  in  

th e  l i n e  o f  e le g a n t  c lo th in g  ( a  l i f e l o n g  w eakness) and m u s ic , so  in ex p en ­

s iv e  in  V enice t h a t  he c o u ld  r e n t  a  h a rp s ic h o rd  and , o c c a s io n a l ly ,  fo u r  

o r  f iv e  m u sic ian s  t o  e x e c u te  h i s  f a v o r i t e  I t a l i a n  p ie c e s  and some o f  h is  

own c o m p o sitio n s . He f a i l e d  t o  ta k e  advan tage  o f  V e n ic e 's  infam ous 

p r o s t i t u t e s ,  n o r  d id  he seem i n t e r e s t e d  in  s e e k in g  a  w ife . C a r r io ,  on th e  

o th e r  han d , was a  p la y b o y . T ire d  o f  p la y in g  th e  f i e l d ,  and as R o u sseau 's  

b e s t  f r i e n d ,  he p ro p o sed  t h a t  th e y  "keep" a  woman to g e th e r .  Rousseau 

co n sen ted . The d i f f i c u l t y  in  V enice b e in g  t o  f in d  a  woman w ith o u t 

v e n e re a l d i s e a s e ,  th e y  s e le c te d  a  v e ry  young te m p tr e s s ,  "b lo n d  and 

sw eet as a lam b," whose m other was t r y i n g  t o  p r o s t i t u t e  h e r .  W hile 

w a i t in g  f o r  l i t t l e  A n z o le t ta  t o  come o f  a g e , a t  w hich tiime th e y  would 

reap  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e i r  in v e s tm e n t,  th e y  p ro c u re d  a  s p in e t  and m usic 

te a c h e r  f o r  h e r  and s p e n t ev en in g s  " c h a t t in g  and p la y in g  v ery  in n o c e n tly "  

in  h e r  company. R ousseau  d e s c r ib e s  h is  s e n t im e n ts ,  w hich he a t t r i b u t e s  

to  C a r r io  as w e l l :  " In s e n s ib le m e n t mon co eu r s 'a t t a c h a i t  a  l a  p e t i t e

A n z o le t ta ,  m ais d 'u n  a tta ch e m e n t p a t e r n e l ,  au q u e l l e s  sen s  a v a ie n t  s i

1The F rench  am bassador was u n u su a lly  t i g h t - f i s t e d  w ith  h is  em ployees, 
C a r r io ,  h o ld in g  a  s i m i l a r  p o s i t io n  a t  th e  S p an ish  em bassy, e a rn e d  a  much 
g r e a te r  s a la r y  th an  R o u s s e a u 's ,  p e rh ap s  th a n k s  t o  h is  h ig h e r  s o c ia l  
s ta n d in g .
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peu de p a r t  q u 'a  m esure q u ' i l  au g m en ta it i l  m 'a u r a i t  e te  moins p o s s ib le  

de l e s  y f a i r e  e n t r e r ,  e t  j e  s e n t a i s  que j ' a u r a i s  eu  h o r r e u r  d 'a p p ro c h e r  

de c e t t e  f i l l e  devenue n u b i l e ,  comme d 'u n  in c e s t e  a b o m in a b le ,"1 (By t h i s  

t im e ,  a  p a t t e r n  has become e v id e n t ,  whereby R ousseau comes t o  c l a s s i f y  

a l l  h is  lo v e -o b je c ts  as m o th e r - ,  s i s t e r -  o r  d a u g h te r - f ig u r e s , th u s  sub­

c o n sc io u s ly  form ing an in su rm o u n ta b le  b a r r i e r  t o  norm al s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  

from w hich he sh ran k  f o r  v a r io u s  re a so n s  a lre a d y  d i s c u s s e d , )

R ousseau d id  have two s e x u a l  e n c o u n te rs  o f  s o r t s  i n  V e n ice , re c o u n te d  

in  th e  C onfessions (p e rh ap s p a r t i a l l y  d e s ig n e d  t o  draw th e  a t t e n t i o n  away 

from th e  m oral im p lic a t io n s  o f  th e  e p iso d e  c o n ce rn in g  th e  charm ing 

" L o l i t a " ) ,  Pursued  a t  a  d in n e r  p a r ty  by a  lu s c io u s  f la s h in g -e y e d  

p r o s t i t u t e  named Z u l i e t t a ,  R ousseau was b u rn in g  w ith  d e s i r e  f o r  th e  h ig h - 

s p i r i t e d  young woman who, s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t r e a t e d  him l i k e  a  b a b y .2 In 

h e r  bedroom she appeared  a l l  th e  more d e s i r a b l e ,  and R ousseau was p re ­

p a r in g  to  t a s t e  th e  d e l ig h ts  o f  th e  gods when he sudden ly  found h im s e lf  

e m b a rra ss in g ly  im p o ten t. He s a t  down and w ept l i k e  a  baby . The cause 

o f  th e  t e a r s ,  he s a i d ,  was h e r  b e a u ty  combined w ith  h e r  p ro m isc u ity .

"Ou mon co eu r me tro m p e , f a s c in e  mes sen s  e t  me re n d  l a  dupe d 'u n e  in d ig n e

1I b id .  , p .  323.

2" E lle  p r i t  p o s se s s io n  de moi comme d 'u n  homme a  e l l e , me d o n n a it 
a  g a rd e r  s e s  g a n ts , son £ v e n t a i l ,  son c in d a ,  s a  c o e f f e ;  m 'o rd in n a i t  
d ' a l l e r  i c i  ou l a ,  de f a i r e  c e c i  ou c e l a ,  e t  j 'o b e i s s a i s ,  E l l e  me d i t  
d ' a l l e r  ren v cy er s a  gondole p a rc e  q u 'e l l e  v o u la i t  se  s e r v i r  de l a  
m ienne, e t  j ' y  f u s : e l l e  me d i t  de m 'S te r  de ma p la c e  e t  de p r i e r
C a r r io  de s 'y  m e ttr e ,  p a rc e  q u 'e l l e  a v a i t  a  l u i  p a r l e r ,  e t  j e  l e  f i s ,
I  I s  c a u s e re n t t r e s  longteraps ensem ble e t  t o u t  b a s ;  j e  l e s  l a i s s a i  f a i r e .  
E l le  m 'a p p e la , j e  r e v in s ."  I b i d . . p .  319.



s a lo p e ,"  he re a so n e d , "ou i l  fa u t que quelque  d S fau t s e c r e t  que J 'i g n o r e  

d e t r u i s e  l ' e f f e t  de s e s  charities e t  l a  rende o d ieu se  a  ceux  q u i d e v ra ie n t  

se  l a  d i s p u te r .  J a  me mis 3. c h e rc h e r  ce d e fa u t avec une c o n te n t io n  

d 'e s p r i t  s i n g u l i e r e  . . .  1,1 I t  was n o t v e n e re a l d is e a s e  t h a t  he f e a re d  

n o r  had  he cea sed  t o  d e s i r e  h e r ,  he s a id .  She a ro u sed  him  a g a in ,  "but th e  

in c id e n t  re p e a te d  i t s e l f ,  t h i s  tim e w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  R ousseau  found 

th e  im p e r fe c t io n  he had  so u g h t: " . . .  Je  m 'apergus q u 'e l l e  a v a i t  un

tS to n  b o rg n e . J e  me f r a p p e , j 'e x a m in e , j e  c ro is  v o i r  que ce t e to n  n 'e s t  

pas conform e comme I 1a u t r e .  Me v o i l a  ch erch an t dans ma t § t e  comment on 

p e u t a v o i r  un t e to n  b o rg n e , e t  p e rsu ad e  que c e la  t e n a i t  a  q u e lq u e  n o ta b le  

v ic e  n a t u r e l ,  a  fo r c e  de to u r n e r  e t  r e to u m e r  c e t t e  id e e ,  j e  v is  c l a i r  

comme le  jo u r  que dans l a  p lu s  charm ante p e rsonne  d o n t j e  p u s se  me 

fo rm er l ' im a g e ,  j e  ne t e n a i s  dans rnes b ra s  q u 'u n e  e sp ece  de m o n s tre , l e  

r e b u t  de l a  n a tu r e ,  des hommes, e t  de 1 ’ amour. "2 R ousseau had  th e  bad  

t a s t e  t o  a sk  h e r  a b o u t i t .  She w isec rack ed  l a s c iv io u s ly ,  b u t  he sou g h t 

r e a s s u ra n c e ,  n o t v u lg a r i t y .  S ee in g  h i s  h e s i ta n c y ,  sh e  became a n g ry , 

an d , as he app roached  h e r ,  u t t e r e d  th e  im m ortal w o rd s: " Z a n e t to ,

l a s c i a  l e  donne, e s t u d i a  l a  m a tem atica ,"  L a te r ,  r e f l e c t i n g ,  he co u ld  

on ly  th in k  o f  h e r  d e s i r a b i l i t y  and h is  own m adness. B efo re  l e a v in g ,  he 

had made a  new ap p o in tm e n t, b u t ,  a r r iv in g  f o r  th e  re n d ez -v o u s  two days 

l a t e r ,  he le a rn e d  t h a t  she had l e f t  f o r  F lo re n c e . From t h a t  moment on , 

he m issed  h e r  t e r r i b l y ,  b u t more from shame th a n  from  d e s i r e :  "S i j e

n 'a v a i s  p as  s e n t i  t o u t  mon amour en l a  p o ssed an t j e  l e  s e n t i s  b ie n  c r u e l l e -

•kEbid. , p . 321.

2I b i d . , p p . 321 -2 .



ment en l a  p e rd a n t .  Mon r e g r e t  in s e n s e  ne m 'a  p o in t  q u i t t e .  Tdute 

a im a b le , to u te  charraan te  q u 'e l l e  e t a i t  iL raes y e u x , j e  p o uvais  me c o n so le r  

de l a  p e r d r e ;  m ais de qu o i j e  n 'a i  pu  me c o n s o le r ,  Je  l 'a v o u e ,  c 'e s t  

q u 'e l l e  n ' a i t  em porte  de moi q u 'u n  so u v e n ir  m e p r is a n t ." 'L

R ousseau f a r e d  t e t t e r  w i th  La P adoana, b e a u t i f u l  b u t n o t h is  ty p e j  

how ever, in  th e  lo n g  r u n ,  sh e  cau sed  him i n f i n i t e l y  g r e a te r  a n x ie ty .

He c a l l e d  on h e r ,  he s a i d ,  b ecau se  he had  been  u rg ed  t o  do so  by th e  men 

a t  th e  embassy and had  been  t o  ashamed t o  adm it h is  t e r r o r  o f  c o n tr a c t in g  

v e n e re a l d is e a s e .  A f te r  th e  e n c o u n te r , he was c e r t a in  t h a t  th e  w orse had 

happened. He p a n ic k e d . "R ien  ne p e u t e g a le r  l e  m a l-a is e  d 'e s p r i t  que 

j e  s o u f f r i s  d u ra n t t r o i s  sem aines san s  q u 'au c u n e  incom m oditl r e e l l e ,  

aucun s ig n e  a p p a re n t l e  j u s t i f i a t .  Je  ne p o u v a is  co n cev o ir q u 'o n  pu t 

s o r t i r  impunement des b ra s  de l a  P ad o an a ."  He s e n t  f o r  a  d o c to r . "Le 

c h iru rg ie n  lui-m em e e u t  t o u t e  l a  p e in e  im ag in ab le  a  me r a s s u r e r .  I I  

n 'e n  p u t v e n i r  a  b o u t q u 'e n  me p e rsu a d a n t que j ' e t a i s  conforme d 'u n e  

fa§on p a r t i c u l i e r e , a  ne  p o u v o ir  p a s  a isem en t § t r e  i n f e c t e  . . .

O b v io u sly , R ousseau  was n o t made fo r  a  l i f e  o f  such heady p le a s u re s .

In  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h e  d i s t r a c t i o n s ,  R ousseau d id  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  jo b  a t  

th e  embassy. He made a  good f i r s t  im p re ss io n  on th e  am bassador and got 

a lo n g  w e ll  w ith  th e  F rench  members o f  th e  s t a f f ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  second 

s e c r e ta r y ,  th e  Abbe B in i s .  He w orked w e l l  and c a r e f u l l y ,  w hich was d i f ­

f i c u l t  f o r  him s in c e  he was a d m itte d ly  c a r e le s s  and ab sen t-m inded .

C le a r ly  a m b itio u s , he to o k  th e  t r o u b le  t o  s tu d y  th e  p ro f e s s io n  in  which 

he coun ted  on r a p id  advancem ent.

^ I b i d . , p .  322.

2I b i d . . p .  317.



At th e  same t im e , h is  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  was a  s u b je c t  o f  ex trem e con­

c e rn . The q u e s tio n  o f  s o c i a l  ran k  o b se sse d  him . H is e n t i r e  r e p u ta t io n  

seemed t o  h inge  on h is  p r e t e n t io n  to  b e in g  Number One in  th e  embassy 

a f t e r  th e  am bassador, w ith  p reced en ce  o v e r th e  I t a l i a n  noblem en.

(T h is  p a r t i a l l y  acco u n ts  f o r  h is  showy l i f e - s t y l e . )  In  s p i t e  o f  h is  

r a t i o n a l  t a s t e  f o r  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  m o d e ra tio n , th e  le s s o n  had  n o t 

g o tte n  th ro u g h  t o  h is  h e a r t ,  and t h i s  w as, in  a  s e n s e ,  t o  be  h i s  i n i t i a ­

t i o n  to  th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e .  So f a r ,  he was s t i l l  p la y in g  m a k e -b e liev e . 

He t r i e d ,  as u s u a l ,  t o  '’su cceed "  th ro u g h  h e ro ism , s e e k in g  t o  d i s t in g u is h  

h im s e lf  as a re fo rm e r. F o r exam ple, he m a in ta in e d  d ip lo m a tic  immunity 

a t  th e  embassy b u t r e fu s e d  to  e x te n d  i t s  p r o te c t io n  t o  shady c h a r a c te r s .

He re fo rm ed  th e  p a s s p o r t  t a x ,  a b o l is h e d  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c h a rg in g  F rench  

c i t i z e n s  f o r  th e  is su a n c e  o f  p a s s p o r t s ,  b u t f a i t h f u l l y  e n fo rc e d  th e  ta x  

t o  f o r e ig n e r s ,  even i n f l u e n t i a l  V en e tian s  who n o rm a lly  w ere exem pted 

from such  c h a rg e s . His re fo rm s ap p ea r somewhat h eav y -h an d ed , p o t e n t i a l l y  

dangerous a f f a i r s , th e  k in d  o f  p o l ic y  t h a t  makes f i e r c e  enem ies and r e ­

q u ire s  a  s t r o n g ,  w e ll-b a la n c e d  in d iv id u a l  t o  c a r ry  o u t s u c c e s s f u l ly .

When t h e a t r i c a l  p e rfo rm ers  r e fu s e d  t o  le a v e  V enice t o  f u l f i l l  an engage­

ment in  P a r i s , R ousseau fo rc e d  them  to  do so  by p e r s o n a l ly  c a l l i n g  on th e  

V en etian  th e a tre -m a n a g e r  in  embassy gondo la  and f o r c in g  th e  p e r fo rm e rs ' 

d i s m is s a l ,  th u s  o b l ig in g  them t o  go t o  P a r i s .  On a n o th e r  o c c a s io n , a  

F rench  m erchant s h ip  was h e ld  incom m uniqui by th e  V e n e tia n  governm ent. 

R ousseau a ff irm s  (a lth o u g h  t h i s  p o in t  i s  d is p u te d )  t h a t  no one d a re d  

h e lp  th e  c a p ta in ,  f e a r in g  to  d is p le a s e  th e  V en e tian  s e n a te .  R ousseau 

to o k  th e  a c t io n  t h a t  f r e e d  th e  s h ip .
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R o u sse au 's  comportment fo llo w in g  t h i s  l a t t e r  a f f a i r  i s  r e v e la to r y .

The g r a t e f u l  c a p ta in  w anted  t o  g iv e  him a  g i f t  b u t he r e fu s e d ,  a c c e p tin g  

in s t e a d  an i n v i t a t i o n  to  d in n e r  in  h is  h o n o r. He a t te n d e d  w ith  th e  " in ­

s e p a ra b le "  C a r r io ,  happy t o  o f f e r  h is  f r i e n d  th e  s p e c ta c le  o f  h is  g l o r i f i ­

c a t io n .  On ap p ro ach in g  th e  s h ip ,  he  was " m o r t i f ie d "  t o  f in d  h im s e lf  de­

p r iv e d  o f  a  canon s a l u t e ,  a lth o u g h  " s u r  l e s  v a is s e a u x  m archands on a c - 

c o r d a i t  l e  s a l u t  du canon a  des gens q u i ne nous v a la i e n t  c e r ta in em e’n t  

p a s"  and " d 'a i l l e u r s  je  c ro y a is  a v o ir  m e r i ts  quelque  d i s t i n c t i o n  du c a p i -  

t a i n e . "  The i n s u l t  made R ousseau f u r io u s .  " Je  ne pus me d lg u is e r  p a rc e  que 

c e la  m 'e s t  to u jo u r s  im p o s s ib le ,  e t  quoique le  d in e r  f&t t r e s  bon e t  

q u [e  l e  c a p i ta in e ]  f i t  t r e s  b ie n  le s  h o n n e u rs , Je  l e  commengai de m auvaise 

hum eur, m angeant p e u , e t  p a r l a n t  enco re  m o in s ." 'L W ith th e  p o u rin g  o f  th e  

w in e , he ag a in  v a in ly  aw a ited  a  s a lu t e  in  h is  h o n o r. "C a rr io  qu i me 

l i s a i t  dans l'&me r i a i t  de me v o i r  g ro g n e r comme un e n f a n t ."

In  th e  em bassy , R ousseau saw t o  i t  t h a t  h is  v a r io u s  o f f i c i a l  c o rre sp o n ­

d e n ts  w ere  a p p r is e d  o f  h i s  e f f i c i e n c y .  (The Mme. de V e r c e l l i s  ad v en tu re  

was r e p e a t in g  i t s e l f ,  minus th e  Abbe G aim e.) " J 'a v o u e ,"  he c o n fe s s e s ,

"que j e  ne fu y a is  p as  1 ' o c ca s io n  de me f a i r e  c o n n a i t r e ,  m ais j e  ne l a  

c h e rc h a is  pas non p lu s  h o rs  de p ro p o s , e t  i l  me p a r a i s s a i t  f o r t  J u s te  en 

s e r v a n t  b ie n  d 'a s p i r e r  au  p r i x  n a t u r e l  des bons s e r v i c e s ,  qu i e s t  l 'e s t i m e  

de ceux q u i s o n t  en e t a t  d 'e n  ju g e r  e t  de l e s  re co m p en se r."2 P eop le  

began t o  com plim ent th e  am bassador on h is  e x c e l le n t  s e c r e ta r y .  R ousseau

1I b id t , p . 318.

2I b id . . p. 307.
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f e l t  t h i s  made th e  am bassador j e a l o u s ,  and  i t  c e r t a in l y  d id  n o t f a i l  

t o  d is p le a s e  th e  man b u t ap p eared  t o  him  as a  s ig n  o f  R o u sseau 's  in s o ­

le n c e  r a th e r  th a n  h is  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  s in c e  i t  d id  n o t o ccu r t o  th e  ambas­

s a d o r  t h a t  a  commoner co u ld  be c o n s id e re d  a  man, much l e s s  th r e a te n  

an a r i s t o c r a t  in  m a tte rs  o f  p e r s o n a l  m e r i t .  T h is r e a c t io n  i s  e x p la in e d  

by th e  am b assad o r 's  c h a r a c te r .  F i f ty - o n e - y e a r - o ld  P ie r r e - F r a n g o is ,

Count de M ontaigu , was a  t h i r d - r a t e  am bassador f i l l i n g  a  s e c o n d - ra te  

P o s t .  R e t i r e d  from a s u c c e s s fu l  c a r e e r  as  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  he had 

p ro c u re d  th e  a m b assad o ria l p o s i t i o n •th ro u g h  fam ily  c o n n ec tio n s  w ith  

F le u ry . M ontaigu had no more d ip lo m a tic  t a l e n t  th a n  he had  e x p e r ie n c e . 

(He d id  n o t even speak  I t a l i a n . ) L ack in g  p e rc e p t io n  and le a d e r s h ip  

q u a l i t i e s , he combined a  dangerous w eakness o f  c h a r a c te r  w ith  a  touchy  

P r id e .  Had he n o t la ck e d  th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and s e n s i t i v i t y ,  he m ight 

have resem bled  h is  i l l u s t r i o u s  s e c r e ta r y  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  As i s ,  he 

r e c a l l s  A bel Ducommun, R o u sseau 's  c h ild h o o d  m a s te r ,  ex cep t t h a t  Ducommun 

was o b lig e d  to  work f o r  a  l i v i n g ,  w h ile  M ontaigu depended l a r g e ly  on h is  

s t a f f  to  p e rfo rm  h is  d u t i e s ,  e x c e p t f o r  th e  ce rem o n ia l o b l ig a t io n s ,  y e t  

a t  th e  same tim e  e n te r t a in e d  th e  i n t r a n s i g e n t  b ig o tr y  o f  th e  n o b i l i t y ,  

r e f u s in g  t o  re c o g n ize  a commoner's r i g h t  t o  honor and d ig n i ty .  He 

q u a r re le d  w ith  many. His f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y ,  as we have s e e n , d id  n o t reach  

V e n ice , accused  o f  sm uggling . R o u sse a u 's  s u c c e s s o r  was to  l a s t  on ly  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  and would be d ism is se d  as u n f a i t h f u l  and a  sm u g g le r, 

a f t e r  h av in g  f le e c e d  h is  em ployer f o r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  money. Soon a f t e r  

M o n ta ig u 's  a r r i v a l  in  V e n ice , th e  u n d ip lo m a tic  d ip lom at q u a r r e le d  w ith
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th e  F rench  C o n su l, making a  perm anent enemy o u t o f  LeBlond. (On 

t h i s  o c c a s io n , M ontaigu had  ta k e n  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  Embassy s e c r e ta r y  

from  LeBlond and g iven  i t  to  R ousseau , a lth o u g h  R ousseau e x a g g e ra te d  in  

h is  mind th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  t i t l e  o f  " s e c r e ta r y  to  th e  em bassy ," 

s c a r c e ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  from  t h a t  o f  " s e c r e ta r y  

t o  th e  am b assad o r." ) F i n a l l y ,  on M on ta ig u 's  d e p a r tu re  from V en ice , a 

few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  th e  am bassador would be l a p id a te d  by h i s  s e r v a n ts  f o r  

n o t h a v in g  p a id  them  s u f f i c i e n t l y .

I t  i s  d o u b tfu l t h a t  R ousseau would have won M ontaigu’s p r o te c t io n  

how ever he p la y e d  h i s  c a r d s .  The am bassador was to o  e g o t i s t i c a l  to  be 

p h i l a n th r o p ic ,  a  man t o  be  ta k e n  by fo rc e  o f  h y p o c r is y , b o th  o f  w hich 

r e q u ir e d  th e  v a l id a t io n  o f  n o b i l i t y ,  and n e i t h e r  o f  w hich f e l l  w ith in  

R o u sse au 's  sp h e re  o f  c a p a b i l i t y .  The S p an ish  A m bassador, f o r  exam ple, 

seems t o  have ta k e n  M ontaigu by fo rc e . The two men w ere as in s e p a ra b le  

as t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  and R ousseau f e l t  t h a t  M ontaigu was
p

M a r i 's  p u p p e t, add ing  t h a t ,  f o r tu n a t e ly ,  M ari gave him good a d v ic e .

On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  M o n ta ig u 's  seco n d  I t a l i a n  g en tlem an , Domenico V i t a l i , 

seems t o  have g a in ed  p r e s t i g e  in  th e  embassy th ro u g h  b a se  h y p o c r is y .

M o n ta ig u 's  b l i n d  in to l e r a n c e ,  p ig -h e a d ed n e ss  and dow nright d is a g r e e ­

a b le  c h a r a c te r  w a s , fo r  R ousseau , cause f o r  in d ig n a t io n ,  j u s t  as R o u sseau 's

^M ontaigu had  demanded t h a t  LeBlond ta k e  d i c t a t i o n  from th e  s e c r e ta r y  
o f  th e  V en e tian  S e n a te . F e e lin g  t h i s  sym bolic  h u m il ia t io n  was b e n e a th  
h i s  o f f i c e ,  LeBlond had r e fu s e d . M ontaigu n e v e r  fo rg av e  th e  C onsu l.
L a te r ,  d is c o v e r in g  t h a t  one o f  h is  gentlem en whom LeBlond had happened 
t o  recommend was in v o lv e d  in  sm uggling ( th e  v ic e  o f  th e  d ip lo m a tic  p ro ­
f e s s io n  in  V enice a t  t h a t  t im e ) ,  M ontaigu became open ly  h o s t i l e  to  h is  
c o lle a g u e . Both LeBlond and M ontaigu c o n s i s te n t ly  a t ta c k e d  each  o th e r  in  
t h e i r  r o u t in e  m essages t o  P a r i s .

^ R o u sseau 's  judgm ent i s  p e rh ap s  h a rs h . I t  has been  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  
M o n ta ig u 's  i n s t r u c t io n s  w ere t o  c u l t iv a te  M ari as a  p u b l ic  symbol o f  th e  
s o l i d a r i t y  betw een F ran ce  and S p a in .
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te m p e r , c o n c e i t  and in s o le n c e  w ere unsp eak ab ly  sh o ck in g  to  M ontaigu.

(One i s  rem inded o f  young V o l ta i r e  and th e  C h e v a lie r  de R ohan.) For 

exam ple, when R ousseau p ro u d ly  t o l d  M ontaigu about h is  p a s s p o r t  re fo rm , 

n a iv e ly  e x p e c tin g  p r a i s e  and a d m ira t io n , t h e  am bassador a n g r i ly  demanded 

h a l f  o f  th e  p r o f i t s  from  th e  rem a in in g  p a s s p o r t s .  R ousseau re fu s e d .

Meals (a s  we have o b s e rv e d , an im p o r ta n t honor-sym bol fo r  R ousseau) w ere 

u n s a t i s f a c to r y  a t  th e  em bassy. R ousseau com plained : "Dans l a  p lu s  v i -

l a in e  g a rg o te  on e s t  s e r v i  p lu s  p ro p re m e n t, p lu s  decemment, en l in g e  

moins s a l e ,  e t  l 'o n  a  m ieux a  m anger. On nous d o n n a it une s e u le  p e t i t e  

c h a n d e lle  b ie n  n o i r e ,  des a s s i e t t e s  d 'e t a i n ,  des fo u r c h e t te s  de f e r .  

R e to r te d  th e  am bassador: " I I  l u i  f a l l a i t  to u jo u r s  un p o u le t  ou un p ig eo n

p o u r q u ' i l  pQt s o u p e r ." 2

The narrow -m inded  M ontaigu was a  so u rc e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  b u t  member o f  

no r a r e  s p e c i e s ,  and R ou sseau , accustom ed t o  s to rn y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  co u ld  

c a r ry  ou t h i s  p e r s o n a l  p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  campaign w ith o u t h i s  e m p lo y e r 's  

h e lp . V i t a l i ,  how ever, was a n o th e r  s to r y .  The I t a l i a n  gentlem an h a n d ily  

u su rp ed  w e a k -c h a ra c te re d  R o u sseau 's  p o s i t i o n  as Number One. " . . .  A 

fo rc e  de p a te l in a g e  e t  de b a s s e  l e s i n e ,  [ V i t a l i ]  o b t in t  [ l ] a  c o n fia n ce  

[de M ontaigu] e t  d e v in t son f a v o r i . " ^  T h is was V i t a l i ' s  c rim e.

In  ch arg e  o f  th e  em bassy f a c i l i t i e s  (Mme. de M ontaigu had  rem ained 

in  P a r i s ) ,  t h e  gen tlem an  in tro d u c e d  a  q u a n t i ty  o f  dubious and immodest

^ b i d .  , p .  309.

2C.C. I I ,  No. 122 , M ontaigu t o  Abbe P ie r r e - J o s e p h  A lary  (August 15* 
17UU), p . 53.

^ C o n fe ss io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p .  307.



c h a r a c te r s  — o r  so  th ey  app eared  —  u n t i l  R ousseau co u ld  n o t s ta n d  to  

be in s id e  th e  b u i ld in g ,  (The s e c r e ta r y  even d i s c r e e t l y  t r i e d  to  ind u ce  

Mme. de M ontaigu t o  jo in  h e r  h u sb an d , co n v in ced  t h a t  th e  p re se n c e  o f  a 

woman would r e s to r e  o rd e r  and d ig n i ty  t o  th e  embassy — and improve 

h is  own s i t u a t i o n  as w e l l . )  To R o u sseau , V i t a l i  was a  c r a f t y ,  h e a r t l e s s  

me ch an t and a  t h r e a t  to  h is  own w e l l - b e in g .  The two w ere as in co m p a tib le  

as A lc e s te  and T a r tu f f e .  In d e e d  M ontaigu  and V i t a l i  b o th  r e p re s e n te d  a 

very  r e a l  o b s ta c le  to  th e  accom plishm ent o f  R o u sse au 's  am b itio n s  — 

b u t t h i s  was r e a l - l i f e ,  w h e re in  such p rob lem s m ust be e x p e c te d  and d e a l t  

w ith .

R ousseau co tild  endure f r u s t r a t i o n  e x c e p t w here h is  h o n o r o r l i b e r t y  

w ere th re a te n e d . There he rem ained  i n t r a n s i g e a n t .  The e n t i r e  embassy 

s t a f f  had cause f o r  c o m p la in t; how ever, R ousseau saw h im s e lf  as h av in g  

been s in g le d  o u t f o r  d is h o n o r , w ith  V i t a l i  as th e  cause  o f  i t .  "D om inique, 

l a  s e u le  cause de t o u t ,  c r i a i t  le  p lu s  h a u t [ c o n tre  l e s  i n j u s t i c e s  p e r -  

p e t r e e s  p a r  M o n ta igu ], s a c h a n t  b ien  que l ' in d g c e n c e  avec la q u e l le  nous 

e t io n s  t r a i t e s  m 'e t a i t  u lu s  s e n s ib le  q u 'a  to u s  l e s  a u t r e s . When 

V i t a l i  p u b l ic ly  re fu s e d  to  g iv e  R ousseau  a  t h e a t r e  key he had  re q u e s te d , 

a v a le t  d e l iv e r in g  th e  h u m il ia t in g  m essage " in  f r o n t  o f  ev ery b o d y ,"  Rous­

seau  fo rc e d  V i t a l i  t o  p u b l ic ly  a p o lo g iz e ,  w hich th e  man d id  w ith  o i l y  

o b seq u io u sn ess .

The V enice honeymoon, t h e n ,  was so o n  f in i s h e d .  In  Sep tem ber, th e  

gondo la  ( s ta tu s  symbol) q u a r r e l  beg an . R ousseau re q u e s te d  s i t t i n g  above 

M o n ta ig u 's  gentlem en in  th e  embassy g o n d o la . M ontaigu re fu s e d . M ontaigu
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c o n f is c a te d  R o u sse au 's  p e r s o n a l  gondola . R ousseau com plained . ("  . . .

S e u l de to u s  l e s  s e c r e t a i r e s  d 'aro ibassadeurs, J ' e t a i s  fo rc e  d 'e n  lo u e r  une 

ou d ' a l l e r  a  p ie d ,  e t  Je  n 'a v a i s  p lu s  l a  l i v r e e  de S .E , quand J ' a l l a i s  au 

S e n a t ." ^ )  M ontaigu o rd e re d  R ousseau t o  come t o  h is  c o u n try  house by 

means o f  p u b l ic  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Rousseau f a i l e d  t o  a p p e a r . S a id  Mon­

t a i g u ,  " . . .  I I  me rg p o n d it avec un to n  de m a i t r e ,  que c e t t e  v o i tu r e  £ t a i t  

bonne p o u r des v a l e t s ,  m ais non p as  pour un homme comme l u i . " ^  R ousseau 

com plained  about th e  gondola  q u e s t io n . The v e h ic le  was r e s to r e d  to  

h im . . .  A c h i ld i s h  and r id ic u lo u s  w ar in  an embassy te a p o t . ' H aving been  

a t ta c k e d  a t  h is  p o in t  o f  v u ln e r a b i l i t y  ( s o c i a l  i n e q u a l i t y ) ,  R ousseau 

would r e tu r n  th e  a t ta c k  a t  th e  am b assad o r 's  p o in t  o f  w eakness ( n a tu r a l  

i n e q u a l i t y ) .  In  d i c t a t i o n ,  R ousseau would s i t  on th e  am b assad o r 's  o v e r­

s t u f f e d  c h a i r  in s te a d  o f  th e  s t r a i g h t  c h a i r  b e s id e  th e  d esk . As M ontaigu 

w ould h e s i t a t e  in  d i c t a t i o n ,  s e e k in g  a  word t h a t  had e scap ed  h im , Rous­

se a u  would p ic k  up a  book and b e g in  t o  re a d  o r  s i t  and lo o k  a t  h i s  em­

p lo y e r  w ith  an e x p re s s io n  o f  p i t y .

The f i n a l  s tra w  was a  d in n e r - ta b le  p o in t  o f  h o n o r. M ontaigu had i n ­

s t r u c t e d  h is  e n t i r e  s t a f f  n o t to  appeal' a t  th e  t a b l e  on th e  day o f  an 

im p o r ta n t fo rm al d in n e r  f o r  a  duke. R ousseau o b je c te d .  T his a u d a c ity  

made th e  am b assad o r 's  h a i r  s ta n d  on end. He th o u g h t h is  s e c r e ta r y  had  

gone mad. To c lo se  th e  m a t te r ,  th e  am bassador c r u e l ly  in s u l t e d  R ousseau , 

m en tio n in g  w ith  sco rn  th e  l a t t e r ' s  la c k  o f  n o b i l i t y  and im p ly in g  t h a t  he 

was n o t s u s c e p t ib le  t o  h o n o r. Rousseau h e ld  f irm : " I I  me r e p o n d i t ,"

s a i d  M ontaigu , " . . .  q u ' i l  e t a i t  bon p o u r manger avec to u t  l e  monde;

•kllbid. . p . 309.

2C.C. I I ,  No. 122 , M ontaigu t o  A lary  (A ugust 1 5 , 1 7 ^ ) «  p . 51.
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q u ' i l  n ' e t a i t  avec raoi que s u r  ce p i e d - l a . " ^

R o u sse au 's  in s o le n c e ,  c a r e le s s n e s s  and in d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  h is  work

m ounted , once he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  any e f f o r t  he made t o  i n g r a t i a t e  h im s e lf

w ith  th e  F rench  am bassador was a  w aste  o f  t im e . (One i s  rem inded o f  h is

e x p e r ie n c e s  a t  Bossey and d u r in g  a p p re n t ic e s h ip .) ' S e v e ra l  exam ples g iv e
2

i n s i g h t  i n to  h is  c h a r a c te r .  An an ecd o te  has M ontaigu a sk in g  R ousseau to  

w r i te  a  l e t t e r  t o  a  F rench  g en tlem an , w ith  R ousseau re sp o n d in g  by w r i t i n g ,  

f i r s t ,  an o v e r ly -s u b m is s iv e  l e t t e r  w hich M ontaigu re fu s e d  t o  s ig n ,  th en  

an a r ro g a n t  and im p e r t in e n t  l e t t e r  w hich l e f t  h is  em ployer g asp in g  and 

s p u t t e r in g  w ith  in d ig n a t io n .  A g a in , R ousseau i s  s a id  to  have had a  l e t ­

t e r  w hich th e  am bassador had  d i c t a t e d  t o  him w r i t t e n  by B in is .  When 

M ontaigu a sk ed  why, R ousseau i s  s a id  t o  have lau g h ed  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  and 

s a id  t h a t  B i n i s ’ h a n d w rit in g  was b e t t e r  th a n  h i s ,  upon w hich M ontaigu 

i s  s a i d  to  have made him recopy  th e  w hole t h in g  as pun ishm en t.

M o n ta ig u 's  answ er t o  h i s  s e c r e t a r y 's  m auvais c a r a c te r e  was t o  g ive  

R o u sse au 's  " l i t t l e  p r e r o g a t iv e s "  t o  V i t a l i  and t o  use  B in is  e x c lu s iv e ly  

f o r  h i s  co rre sp o n d en ce .

R o u sse a u 's  a c t io n s  w ere t o  some e x te n t  j u s t i f i e d .  The te rm in a tio n  

o f  h i s  employment had  been  m u tu a lly  ag reed  upon. (R ousseau had  a lre a d y  

begun  c u l t i v a t i n g  P a r i s  co n n ec tio n s  in  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  h is  r e tu r n  t o  th e  

c a p i t a l ,  o b se rv in g  t h a t  th e  V enice a i r  was bad  f o r  h i s  h e a l t h . )  Months 

had  p a s s e d ,  y e t  M ontaigu had  s t e a d f a s t l y  re fu s e d  t o  a llow  h is  s e c r e ta r y  

t o  le a v e .  The f a c t  i s ,  M ontaigu was h av in g  d i f f i c u l t y  f in d in g  a  r e p la c e ­

m ent. At th e  same t im e ,  th e  am bassador (as  was h is  custom ) was p u b l ic ly

• 4 b i d . , p .  51.

^T o ld  by J .L .M . DuGas D uB ois, M arquis de S t .  J u s t ,  ech o in g  M ontaigu. 
C ite d  in  C.C. I I ,  A ppendix A -56 , p . 279*



290

s la n d e r in g  h is  s e c r e ta r y .  R ousseau f i n a l l y  had  t o  w r i te  a  l e t t e r  o f  

co m p la in t to  M ontaigu’s b r o th e r  in  P a r i s . '1'

I n s te a d  o f  r e p ly in g ,  th e  b r o th e r  w ro te  t o  th e  am bassador. T h is  tim e  

M ontaigu ex p lo d ed . ( In  th e  m eantim e, he had  found a  new s e c r e ta r y  any­

w ay .) A v io le n t  q u a r r e l  e n su e d , d u r in g  w hich  M ontaigu g ra v e ly  i n s u l t e d  

h i s  s e c r e ta r y .  "A l a  v e r i t e , "  he a d m it te d ,  "ma t § t e  s 'e c h a u f f a  . . .  e t  

j e  l u i  d is  q u ’i l  a u r a i t  e te  un temps q u 'u n  in s o le n t  comme l u i  s e r a i t  

s o r t i  de mon c a b in e t p a r  l a  f e n S t r e ;  que l a  m en d ic itS  dans l a q u e l le  je  

l 'a v a i s  p r i s  a  P a r is  a u r a i t  dQ nous f a i r e  p e n s e r  de l u i ,  l 'a m i  qu i me 

l ' a v a i t  donne e t  m oi, to u t  au trem en t que nous av io n s  f a i t ;  q u ' i l  a v a i t
n

to u te s  l e s  q u a l i t e s  d ’un f o r t  m auvais v a l e t x . . .  R ousseau s a id  he had 

lo c k ed  th e  door o f  th e  o f f ic e  t o  p r o t e c t  h im s e lf  from th e  am b assad o r 's"  

men and t o  p la c e  th e  q u a r r e l  on an e q u a l - to - e q u a l  l e v e l .

D ir e c t ly  a f t e r  th e  e n c o u n te r ,  R ousseau  l e f t  th e  em bassy , n o t even 

s to p p in g  t o  c o l l e c t  h is  b e lo n g in g s . (M ontaigu  had th r e a te n e d  t o  send  

h is  men a f t e r  him and he was n o t ta k in g  any c h a n c e s .)  He w ent to

In  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  a f t e r  r e s p e c t f u l l y  d e s c r ib in g  M o n ta ig u 's  p u b l ic  
s l a n d e r ,  R ousseau g iv es  h is  i r r e p r o c h a b le  conduct as ev id en ce  o f  h i s  
in n o c e n c e , add in g  w ith  d e te rm in a tio n :  " . . .  R ien ne repugne p lu s  a
mon c a r a c te r e  que 1 ' in d i s c r e t io n  e t  l e s  p l a i n t e s  te m e ra i re s  c o n tre  le s  
s u p e r ie u r s ;  a u s s i  une s o t t e  e t  m auvaise c r a in t e  ne m 'e m p § c h e ra - t-e lle  
jam a is  de m a in te n ir  ma r e p u ta t io n  quand j e  l a  c r o i r a i  e x p o se e ."  C.C. I ,  
No. 88 , R ousseau to  L o u is -G a b r ie l-C h r is to p h e , C h e v a lie r  de M ontaigu 
(A p r i l  3 0 , 17^*0, pp . 233-23^. A v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t e x t  ( o f  w hich we 
have on ly  a  m u ch -co rrec ted  d r a f t )  c o n t in u e s :  "Hors ce s e u l  c a s - l a ,
j 'e s p e r e  que c e la  n 'a r r i v e r a  p o in t  e t  j e  compte en co re  a sse z  s u r  l a  
b o n te  de G.E. p o u r me f l a t t e r  que dans l e  fond  e l l e  re n d ra  to u jo u r s  l a  
j u s t i c e  que j e  c ro is  § t r e  due aux s e n tim e n ts  d 'h o n n eu r don t j e  f a i s  
p r o f e s s io n  . . .  "

2C.C. I I ,  No. 122, p .  52.
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L e B lo n d 's , who welcomed th e  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  s id e  w ith  th e  young man a g a in s t  

h i s  own enemy. At d in n e r  t h a t  n ig h t ,  L eB lond 's g u e s ts  e x p re s se d  t h e i r  

shock  and sym pathy. "On a v a i t  vu e t  approuvS ma c o n d u ite ,"  S a id  Rous­

s e a u ;  " j ' e t a i s  u n iv e rs e l le ra e n t  e s t im e ," 1 N e v e r th e le s s ,  R ousseau  was 

b ro k e  and on th e  pavem ent. He had to  borrow  money t o  pay h is  b i l l s  

and le a v e  V enice and was t o  work f o r  a  lo n g  tim e  b e fo re  he w ould be back  

on h is  f e e t .  M ontaigu had  n o t p a id  h is  s a la r y  r e g u la r ly  and now re fu s e d

t o  s e t t l e  acco u n ts  w ith  h im , on th e  grounds t h a t  R ousseau  had  f a l s i f i e d
2

h i s  expense s h e e t ,  was an A u s tr ia n  spy and a  sm u g g led

D uring  h i s  l a s t  days in  V e n ice , R ousseau had re a so n  t o  f e a r  f o r  h i s  

s a f e t y .  M ontaigu had him p u rsu e d  from house t o  h o u se , fo rb id d in g  th e  

owners t o  lodge th e  young man. The am bassador s e n t  some o f  h i s  men to  

b e a t  R ousseau w ith  a  s t i c k .  He h e ld  R ousseau’s b e lo n g in g s  and w arned 

th e  young man t o  g e t o u t o f  tow n, tw ic e  fo rm a lly  r e q u e s t in g  th e  V e n e tia n  

S e n a te  t o  o rd e r  th e  e x p u ls io n . In  a  c o n ten p o ra ry  d is p a tc h  t o  P a r i s ,

M ontaigu rem arked , " Je  ju g e  que j e  s e r a i  o b lig e  d 'e n  u s e r  avec v io le n c e ."

P a n ic - s t r i c k e n ,  R ousseau l e f t  V enice in  t e r r o r  and d e s p a i r ,  t o  a v o id  

"des t r a i te m e n ts  infSm es auxquels  un homme d 'h o n n eu r ne  s u r v i t  p a s ."

•̂ C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 313.
2

I t  i s  n o t in p o s s ib le  t h a t  R ousseau f a l s i f i e d  some p a s s p o r ts  f o r  
sm uggling  p u rp o s e s , as was cu sto m ary , a lth o u g h  no e v id en c e  o f  t h i s  
e x i s t s .  The A u s tr ia n  spy a c c u s a tio n  i s ,  o f  c o u rs e , p r e p o s te r o u s .  The 
expense accoun t prob lem  ap p ea rs  t o  have been  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a  m isunder­
s ta n d in g .

3C.C. I I ,  No. 122 , p . 53.

^C.C. I I ,  No. 121 , R ousseau t o  Jean  G a b r ie l  Le P o r te  Du T h e i l
(A ugust 1 5 , r f M ) ,  p .  *+8.
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He would g la d ly  have chucked i t  a l l  and re tu rn e d  t o  Geneva an d , e v e n tu a l ly ,  

t o  Mama's t o  l i v e  "p o o r and f r e e , "  had n o t h is  honor been a t  s ta k e .  

Im m ediate ly  fo llo w in g  th e  q u a r r e l ,  he had  lod g ed  a t  th e  home o f  th e  Chan­

c e l l o r  o f  th e  F rench  C o n su la te , "p o u r b ie n  p ro u v e r  au p u b l ic  que l a  nar- 

t i o n  n ' e t a i t  p as  com plice  des i n j u s t i c e s  de 1 ' am b assad eu r."•*• M ontaigu 

had  w r i t t e n  to  P a r is  co m p la in in g  abou t R ousseau , and R ousseau f e l t  

o b lig e d  t o  demand r e p a i r .  L eav ing  a s id e  h is  p e r s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ith  

h is  em p loyer, w hich he (u n lik e  M ontaigu) re c o g n iz e d  to  be  a  p r iv a te  mat­

t e r ,  R ousseau d i r e c te d  t o  Du T h e i l ,  F rench  Com m issioner o f  F o re ig n  Af­

f a i r s ,  a r e q u e s t  t h a t  h i s  p u b l ic ly - a t ta c k e d  honor be s a t i s f i e d .  "Le

s o in  de mon honneur e t  l a  r e p a r a t io n  q u i m 'e s t  due fo n t . . .  l 'u n iq u e

2o b je t  de mon voyage [ eL P a r i s ] , "  he s a id .  In  h is  own d e fe n s e , he c i t e d  

h is  p o s i t io n  as i n f e r i o r  and consequen t i n a b i l i t y  to  defen d  h im s e lf  

a lo n e ; th e  honn§te  gens * f a v o ra b le  o p in io n  o f  him ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  o f  

o f f i c i a l  F rench  a g en ts  in  V enice and G enoa); an d , f i n a l l y ,  h is  c l e a r  con­

sc ie n c e  and im peccab le  r e p u ta t io n  (g iv in g  J o n v i l l e 's  name and Iy o n s ,

Geneva and V enice r e f e r e n c e s ) .  He accu ses  M ontaigu o f  b e in g  "q u e lq u 'u n  

q u i ,  s e n ta n t  s e s  i n j u s t i c e s ,  c r o i t  l e s  e f f a c e r  en d e c r ia n t  c e lu i  q u i en 

e s t  v ic t im e , e t  p r e te n d  eL l ' a b r i  de son  t i t r e  d e sh o n o re r irapunement son 

i n f e r i e u r . " ^  R o u sse au 's  case  conclu d es  by a sk in g  th e  k in g  f o r  punishm ent

•̂ C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  312.

^C.C. I I ,  No. 1 2 7 , R ousseau  t o  Du T h e i l  ( l e t t e r  " r e c o n s t i tu te d "  by 
R ousseau in  1763) (S ep tem ber 8 , 17M ) ,  p . 62.

3C.C. I I ,  No. 127 , p .  62.



" i f  I  am g u i l t y , "  b u t f o r  p r o te c t io n  and j u s t i c e  o f  in n o c e n t ,  " l a  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  qu i m 'e s t  due s u r  l e s  i n j u s t i c e s  c r i a n te s  e t  l e s  o u tra g e s  

s a n g la n ts  p a r  le s q u e ls  M onsieur l 'A m b assad eu r a  p r£ te n d u  s i g n a l e r  c o n tre  

moi son a u t o r i t e  en d iffa m a n t un homme d 'h o n n e u r  qui n ' a  de f a u te  a  se  

re p ro c h e r  ei, son s u j e t  que d 'S t r e  dans s a  m a is o n ." ’1'

R o u sseau 's  f e a r  i s  c l e a r :  t h e  lo s s  o f  h i s  r e p u ta t i o n ,  on w hich d e -
2

pended th e  s o r t  o f  p reced en ce  t o  w hich he a s p i r e d  so p a s s io n a te l y .

His g o a l was more o b sc u re . To Mama he spoke o f  th e  hope t o  "m 'en  venger

un jo u r  en . . .  f a i s a n t  v o i r  [a  M o n ta ig u J , non seu lem en t que j e  vaux
3

m ieux. m ais que j e  s u is  u lu s  e s t im l  que l u i . " Of Du T h e i l ,  he re q u e s te d  

" v o tre  p r o te c t io n  e t  q ue lque  m arque de b o n te  de v o tre  p a r t  q u i p u is s e  me 

r e h a b i l i t e r  aux yeux  du p u b lic "* 1 ~  p e rh a p s  a n o th e r  d ip lo m a tic  a s s ig n ­

ment?

The com p la in t was n o t s tu d ie d  v e ry  c l o s e l y ,  and Du T h e i l  n e v e r  r e ­

p l i e d .  R o u sseau 's  r e q u e s t  fo r  b a c k - s a la r y  was e v e n tu a l ly  s a t i s f i e d ,  b u t 

h is  honor was l e f t  unavenged. Du T h e i l  was busy  w ith  c o u r t ,  s t a t e  and 

m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s .  The k in g  was v e ry  s ic k  and th o u g h t t o  be d y in g ; a  week

^ . C .  I I .  No. 121 , p p . 48 -9 .
p

" . . .  Que p e n s e ra  l e  p u b l ic  q u i ,  c o n te n t  de ju g e r  s u r  l e s  a p p a ren c es , 
se  donne ra rem en t l a  p e in e  d 'e x a m in e r  s i  c e lu i  q u 'o n  m a l t r a i t e  l ' a  
m e rite ?  C 'e s t  aux p e rso n n es  q u i a im ent l ' e q u i t e ,  e t  q u i s o n t  en d r o i t  
d 'a p p ro fo n d ir  l e s  c h o s e s , de r £ p a r e r  en c e l a  l ' i n j u s t i c e  du p u b l ic  e t  
d 'y  r e t a b l i r  l 'h o n n e u r  d 'u n  honnS te  homme q u i compte s a  v ie  p o u r r ie n  
quand i l  a  p e rd u  s a  r e p u t a t i o n . "  C .C. I I ,  No. 129 , R ousseau  t o  Du T h e i l  
(O ctober 1 1 , 17^U ), p .  67 .

^C.C. I I ,  No. 1 3 2 , R ousseau t o  Mme. de W arens (F eb ru a ry  2 5 , 1 7 ^ 5 ),
P. 75.



b e fo re  R ousseau ’s l e t t e r  was re c e iv e d , he had been  a d m in is te re d  ex trem e 

u n c tio n . R ousseau was a  f o r e ig n e r ,  no t a  Frenchm an, a n d , anyway, w hat 

was th e re  t o  do? R ousseau was l e f t  w ith  th e  b i t t e r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he had  

been a  v ic t im  o f  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e ,  th e  m a s te r  fa v o re d  a t  th e  expense  o f  

th e  s e r v a n t ,  b u t t h a t  th e  p u b lic  v o ice  had e x p re sse d  i t s e l f  J u s t l y  in  

h i s  fa v o r . Thus he le a rn e d  t h a t  th e  E s ta b lis h m e n t was no more i n f a l l i b l e  

th a n  th e  I n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  "La J u s t ic e  e t  l ' i n u t i l i t e  de mes p l a i n t e s  me 

l a i s s e r e n t  dans l'S m e un germe d 'in d ig n a t io n  c o n tre  nos s o t t e s  i n s t i t u ­

t io n s  c i v i l e s  oil l e  v r a i  b ie n  p u b lic  e t  l a  v e r i t a b l e  J u s t i c e  s o n t  to u -  

jo u r s  s a c r i f i e s  a  Je  ne s a l s  q u e l o rd re  a p p a r e n t ,  d e s t r u c t i f  en e f f e t  de 

t o u t  o r d r e ,  e t  q u i ne f a i t  q u 'a j  o u te r  l a  s a n c t io n  de l 'a u t o r i t e ?  p u b liq u e

& l 'o p p r e s s io n  du f a i b l e  e t  a  l ' i n i q u i t e  du f o r t . " - 1- A lread y  in  Iy o n s ,

2acco rd in g  t o  H endel, R ousseau had come t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  s tu d y  a lo n e  i s  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  fo rm atio n  f o r  a  man and t h a t  th e  c o r r e c t  m oral d i s p o s i t io n  

m ust p re c ed e  th e  se a rc h  f o r  knowledge. Now, H endel c o n t in u e s ,  th e  m oral 

im portance  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  was becom ing more and more e v id e n t .^  

In  V en ice , R ousseau had  con tem pla ted  a  com prehensive s tu d y  t o  be  c a l l e d  

P o l i t i c a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  L ike P l a t o 's  S o c ra te s  —  a man " f a l l e n  among w ild  

b e a s ts "  — R ousseau was b eg in n in g  to  blam e th e  S ta te  f o r  h i s  m is fo r tu n e s .

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  327.

^ Jea n -Ja cq u e s  R ousseau M o ra lis t  (O xford : O x fo rd , 193*0 , 2 v o ls .

^Thus th e  m ora l e v o lu tio n  d u rin g  R o u sseau 's  fo rm a tiv e  y e a r s ,  ag a in  
a c c o rd in g  t o  H endel, p ro ced ed  from an i n t e r e s t  in  knowledge p e r  se  t o  
an i n t e r e s t  in  c h a r a c te r  fo rm atio n  (e d u c a tio n )  t o  an i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  
m oral ro ld  o f  s o c ie ty  ( p o l i t i c s ) .
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R ousseau r e tu r n e d  to  F rance  in  shame and h u m il ia t io n .  He l e f t  

V enice in  A u g u st, 1 7 ^ ,  and p ro ceed ed  s lo w ly  t o  P a r i s ,  making much o f  

th e  t r i p  on f o o t ,  s ig h ts e e in g  and e x p e r ie n c in g  " l i t t l e  a d v e n tu re s"  a lo n g  

th e  way ( d iv e r t i n g  enough t o  cause  him  to  p la n  t o  w r i te  t h e i r  d e s c r ip ­

t i o n ,  a  p r o j e c t  w hich u n fo r tu n a te ly  n e v e r to o k  p la c e ) .  He f a i l e d  to  

s to p  in  Cham beiy, as he had  on h i s  p ro u d  t r i p  t o  V e n ice , n o r  d id  he p la n  t o  

c a l l  on h is  f a t h e r ,  f e a r in g  th e  a d v e rse  judgm ent o f  h i s  b l i n d ,  e ld e r ly  

s te p m o th e r , " c e r t a in  t h a t  she w ould Judge me w ith o u t b e in g  w i l l i n g  t o  

l i s t e n  to  m e ."1 A m utual f r i e n d ,  b o o k s e l le r  D u v i l la r d ,  p e rsu a d e d  him 

n o t t o  le a v e  Geneva w ith o u t s e e in g  h is  s e v e n ty -o n e -y e a r -o ld  f a th e r  

(a s  i t  tu r n e d  o u t ,  f o r  th e  l a s t  t i m e ) ,  b u t R ousseau on ly  co n se n te d  t o  do 

so  on th e  c o n d it io n  t h a t  th e  m ee tin g  ta k e  p la c e  in  a  c a b a re t  and n o t in  

I s a a c  R o u sse au 's  home. J e a n -Ja c q u e s  sp e n t one o r  two weeks in  Geneva 

and abou t th e  same tim e  in  Lyons on b u s in e s s  m a tte rs  and a r r iv e d  in  P a r is  

in  e a r ly  O c to b e r . T h e re , he found  h im s e lf ,  a t  t h i r t y - t w o ,  a lo n e ,  o u t o f  

work and in  d e b t .  He moved in to  a  h o t e l  n e a r  th e  P a la is -R o y a l  and a  

month l a t e r  moved in  w ith  V enice f r i e n d  A ltu n a .

Once a g a in  he sou g h t p r o te c t io n  among th e  n o b i l i t y ,  u s in g  h i s  l a t e s t  

m is fo r tu n e  as he had  h is  m usic sy s te m , to  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t io n .  ("  . . .

Q u'on d a ig n e  p re n d re  q ue lques in fo rm a tio n s  e t  v e r i f i e r  l e s  c h o s e s ,"  he 

had  w r i t t e n  t o  Du T h e i l ,  " e t  j 'o s e  c r o i r e  que M onsieur l e  Comte de M ontaigu

•̂C o n fe ss io n s , O.C. I ,  p .  32k,  ( T r a n s l a t i o n  m in e .)



296

m 'au ra  sans y p e n se r  rendu  s e r v ic e  en me f a ia a n t  c o n n a i t r e . "•*• He had 

k ep t th e  m a tte r  to  h im s e lf  ( f o r  R ou sseau , an e x tr a o r d in a r y  e f f o r t I ) as 

lo n g  as h is  honor had n o t been  in v o lv e d , b u t  now, in  th e  fa c e  o f  s la n d e r ,  

he saw h im s e lf  as o b lig e d  t o  a i r  th e  d i r t y  l in e n  in  p u b l i c .  H is im ag ina­

t io n  h a d , o f  c o u rs e , blown th e  a f f a i r  co m p le te ly  o u t o f  p ro p o r t io n .  

"A u jo u rd 'h u i que le s  p ro c e d es  de Son E x c e lle n c e  o n t rendu  1*e c la t  

n e c e s s a i r e . Je  s u i s  o b lig e  d 'a g i r  d iffe re m m e n t; i n s u l t ^  p u b liq u e m e n t, l a  

d e fen se  de mon honneur v e u t que j e  me j u s t i f i e  d ev an t l e  p u b l i c ,  e t  c 'e s t  

ce que j e  f e r a i  avec l 'a r d e u r  e t  l a  fe rm e te  q u i c o n v ie n t en p a r e i l  cas a 

un honn§te homme," ad d in g : " J e  n ' a i  jam a is  c r a in t  l ' e c l a t  p a r  r a p p o r t  a

moi-m§me; ma c o n d u ite  ne p e r d r a  r i e n  assu rem en t a  e t r e  exposee au grand 

jo u r ,  que j e  n ’ a i  c r a i n t  que p a r  l a  p e in e  q u ' i l  p o u v a it  f a i r e  a  mes p ro -
A

t e c t e u r s . "  In d e e d , h is  " l i t t l e  s to r y "  p ro v ed  m om en tarily  d iv e r t in g  to  

h ig h  s o c i e ty ,  alw ays a v id  f o r  d i s t r a c t i o n  from i t s  c h ro n ic  boredom ; 

how ever, in  th e  lo n g  ru n , a  s c a n d a l  o f  t h i s  s o r t  i s  p ro fo u n d ly  d i s t a s t e f u l  

to  th e  F rench  m e n ta l i ty .  N o n e th e le s s ,  R ousseau  c r i e d  o u t a g a in s t  M ontaigu,

as i f  i t  w ere o f  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  h im s e lf  and t o  th e  p u b l i c ,  re n d e r in g

s la n d e r  f o r  s l a n d e r ,  j u s t  as he had  done a g a in s t  t h e  Jew in  T o rin o  (and  

h a l f  e x p e c tin g  t o  be a g a in  t o l d  t o  s h u t  u p , a c c o rd in g  t o  h is  own a c c o u n t) . 

The sa lo n  w o rld  p o l i t e l y  en co u rag ed  R ousseau  and o s te n s ib ly  ag reed  w ith  

him , b u t no one o f f e r e d  any m a te r i a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  h is  h o n o r 's  r e p a i r .

R ousseau was u n u su a lly  to u ch y  a t  t h i s  tim e . He l o s t  two " f r ie n d s "  

on t h i s  oc ca s i on< R an k -co n sc io u s  Mme. de B ezenval r e c e iv e d  him i c i l y ,

^C.C. I I ,  No. 129, p . 67 . ( i t a l i c s  m in e .)

2C.C. I I ,  No. 119 , R ousseau  t o  A la ry  ( c .  August 8 , 1 7 ^ ) ,  pp . b l - 2 .
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w hich so  an g ered  him t h a t  he w ro te  h e r  a  n a s ty  l e t t e r .  F a th e r  C a s t e l ’s 

r e c e p t io n  gave R ousseau th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t ,  b e h in d  h is  p o l i t e  J e s u i t  

fa c a d e , he was f a i t h f u l  t o  "one o f  th e  g re a t  p r in c ip l e s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  w hich 

i s  alw ays t o  im m olate th e  w eaker t o  th e  s t r o n g e r ; "  so  R ousseau  b ro k e  o f f  

r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h im , e x p la in in g t  "Le v i f  se n tim e n t de l a  j u s t i c e  de ma 

cause  e t  ma f i e r t e  n a t u r e l l e  ne me l a i s s e r e n t  pas e n d u re r  pa tiem m ent c e t t e  

p a r t i a l i t y . 1,1

He was s t i l l  see k in g  h is  d re a m -c a s t le : w ea lth y  " p a r e n t s ,"  an h o n o re d ,

h o n o r -c o n fe r r in g  " fa m ily ,"  s t a tu s  and c r e a tu r e  c o m fo r ts , r a t h e r  th a n  

w e a lth  and pow er. In  a  l e t t e r  to  a  w ould-be p r o t e c t o r ,  he c a l l e d  h im s e lf  

"un S u is s e  q u i ne  c o n n a it de v r a is  hommages que ceux du c o eu r"  and "un 

m alade un peu  m isan th ro p e  qu i renonce  a  to u te  vue d ’ am b itio n  p o u r  ne se  

l i v r e r  q u 'a u  s e n tim e n t." ^  Alone in  P a r i s ,  w ith  no fam ily  w ith  w hich  t o  

r e l a t e  ( t i e s  w ith  th e  Dupins had lo o sen ed  f o r  a  w h ile  and Mama, t o  whom 

he s t i l l  e n v isa g e d  an e v e n tu a l r e t u r n ,  was f a r  away) and p rob lem s t o  g e t 

o f f  h is  c h e s t ,  he had an overw helm ing need  f o r  f r i e n d s h ip .  The p re se n c e  

in  P a r i s ,  t h e n ,  o f  a  f r i e n d ,  tw e n ty -y e a r -o ld  Don Manuel Ig n a c io  A ltu n a  

y P o r tu ,  was h ig h ly  g r a t i f y in g .  R ousseau had met A ltu n a  in  V enice th ro u g h  

a  f r i e n d  o f  th e  " in s e p a ra b le "  C a r r io . The yo u n g , w ea lth y  S p an ish  n o b le ­

man, h a v in g  com pleted  h i s  s tu d ie s  in  M adrid , was ro u n d in g  o u t h i s  educa­

t i o n  w ith  a  c u l t u r a l  to u r  o f  I t a l y , ^  b e fo re  r e tu r n in g  t o  ta k e  re s id e n c e

•̂ C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  326,

^C.C. I I ,  No. I l l ,  R ousseau t o  (? ) (p e rh a p s  R ic h e l ie u ) ( J u ly  2 5 ,
1 7 ^ 0 ,  p .  31.

■a
R ousseau l a t e r  hoped to  make a  s im i la r  t r i p  around  I t a l y  w ith  

s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s .



298

in  h i s  n a t iv e  A z c o i t ia .  R ousseau  had ta lk e d  him in to  a  six«m onth  s id e -  

t r i p  t o  P a r i s  t o  c u l t i v a t e  th e  s c ie n c e s .  A ltu n a  had l e f t  V enice s h o r t ly  

b e fo re  R ousseau  and was in  P a r i s  on R o u sseau 's  a r r i v a l .  An o f f e r  o f  

lo d g in g  was f o r  R ousseau ( a lr e a d y  a c p a s t-m a s te r  o f  opportun ism ) a  com­

p a r a t iv e l y  easy  m a tte r .  "Son logem ent & ta it  t r o p  g rand  p o u r l u i ;  i l  m 'en 

o f f r i t  l a  m o i t i e ,  j e  l 'a c c e p t a i . " ^

F o llo w in g  Abraham B ern ard  and Mme. de W arens, A ltu n a 's  i s  th e  t h i r d  

g r e a t  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e  p a in te d  in  th e  C o n fe ss io n s . The m ajo r p a r t  o f  

R o u sseau 's  d e s c r ip t io n  re v o lv e s  around th e  adm irab ly  n o b le  q u a l i t i e s  o f  

" t h i s  am iab le  young man, b o m  f o r  a l l  t a l e n t s  and a l l  v i r t u e s , "  "un de ces 

hommes que l 'E sp a g n e  s e u le  p r o d u i t ,  e t  dont e l l e  p r o d u i t  t r o p  peu  p o u r  s a
p

g l o i r e . "  A l tu n a 's  h e ro ic  q u a l i t i e s  — h is  good lo o k s ,  " s t ro n g "  and

C o n f e s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 327.

2 I b i d . , p .  328. The fo llo w in g  i s  R o u sseau 's  o b v io u s ly  i d e a l i z e d  p o r­
t r a i t  o f  A ltu n a :

"R ien  n ' e t a i t  a u -d e ssu s  de s a  p o r te e ;  i l  d £ v o ra i t  e t  d i g e r a i t  t o u t  avec 
une p ro d ig ie u s e  r a p i d i t e .  . . .  Q uels t r e s o r s  de lu m ie re s  e t  de v e r tu s  j e  
t ro u v a i  dans c e t t e  3me f o r t e !  . . .  I I  n 'a v a i t  p a s  ces v io le n te s  p a s s io n s  
n a t io n a le s  communes dans son p a y s . L 'id e e  de l a  vengeance ne p o u v a it  
pas p lu s  e n t r e r  dans son e s p r i t  que l e  d £ s i r  dans son co eu r . I I  e t a i t  t r o p  
f i e r  p o u r e t r e  v i n d i c a t i f ,  e t  J e  l u i  a i  souven t ou i d i r e  avec beaucoup de 
s a n g - f r o id  q u 'u n  m o rte l ne p o u v a it  pas o f f e n s e r  son Sme. I I  e t a i t  g a l  a n t 
san s  e t r e  t e n d r e .  I I  j o u a i t  avec le s  femmes comme avec de j o l i s  e n f a n ts .
I I  se  p l a i s a i t  avec l e s  m a i tr e s s e s  de s e s  am is , m ais j e  ne  l u i  en a i  
jam a is  vu au cu n e , n i  aucun d e s i r  d 'e n  a v o i r .  Les flammes de l a  v e r tu  
d o n t son c o e u r  £ t a i t  devore  ne  p e rm ire n t jam ais  & c e l l e s  de s e s  sens de 
n a i t r e .  A pres se s  voyages i l  s ' e s t  m a r i l ,  i l  e s t  m ort je u n e ,  i l  a  l a i s s e  
des e n f a n ts ;  e t  j e  s u is  p e rsu a d e  comme de mon e x is te n c e  que s a  femme 
e s t  l a  p re m ie re  e t  l a  s e u le  q u i l u i  a i t  f a i t  c o n n a it re  l e s  p l a i s i r s  de 
l 'a m o u r . A l ' e x t e r i e u r  i l  e t a i t  devSt comme un E sp ag n o l, m ais en dedans 
e t a i t  l a  p i e t e  d 'u n  ange. Hors m o i, j e  n 'a i  vu que l u i  s e u l  de t o l e r a n t  
d ep u is  que j ' e x i s t e .  I I  ne s ' e s t  jam a is  in fo rm e d 'au cu n  homme comment i l  
p e n s a i t  en m a tie re  de r e l i g i o n .  Que son ami f u t  j u i f ,  p r o t e s t a n t ,  t u r c ,  
b i g o t ,  a th £ e ,  peu  l u i  im p o r ta i t ,  p ou rvu  q u ' i l  f u t  honnS te  homme. O b s t in e , 
t e t u  p o u r des o p in io n s  i n d i f f e r e n t e s , des q u ' i l  s 'a g i s s a i t  de r e l i g i o n ,
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" e le v a te d ” c h a r a c te r ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  b r i l l i a n c e ,  c h e e r fu l  n a t u r e ,  n o b le  

p r i d e ,  a n g e lic  to le r a n c e  and super-hum an " v i r t u e , "  o u ts h in in g  h i s  few 

peches mignons — make o f  him  a  "new C id ,"  w ith o u t v io le n c e  o r  vengeance.

" . . .  Le charme de l 'a m i t i e , "  s a i d  R ou sseau , " . » .  te m p e ra i t  e t  c a lm a it 

ma c o le r e  [c o n tre  M ontaigu] p a r  l 'a s c e n d a n t  d 'u n  s e n tim e n t p lu s  d o u x ."1 

I t  was A ltu n a 's  very  " n o b i l i ty "  w hich a llo w ed  t h i s  m ira c le  t o  o c c u r .

S a id  R ousseau , w ith  p r id e :  "Ce sag e  de co eu r a i n s i  que de t § t e  se  con-

n a i s s a i t  en hommes e t  f u t  mon am i. C 'e s t  t o u te  ma rep o n se  a  qu iconque 

ne l ' e s t  p a s ." ^  The h o n o ra b le  A l tu n a 's  f r i e n d s h ip ,  t h e n ,  was more l i k e

"meme de m o ra le , i l  se  r e c u e i l l a i t ,  s e  t a i s a i t ,  ou d i s a i t  s im plem ent: 
j e  ne s u is  charge que de m oi. I I  e s t  in c ro y a b le  q u 'o n  p u is s e  a s s o c ie r  
a u ta n t  d 'e l e v a t io n  d'gme avec un e s p r i t  de d e t a i l  p o r te  ju s q u 't l  l a  
m in u tie , I I  p a r t a g e a i t  e t  f i x a i t  d 'a v a n c e  l 'e m p lo i  de s a  Jo u rn e e  p a r  
h e u re s ,  q u a r ts  d ’h eu re  e t  m in u te s ,  e t  s u i v a i t  c e t t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  avec 
un t e l  sc ru p u le  que s i  l 'h e u r e  e u t  sonne ta n d i s  q u ' i l  l i s a i t  s a  p h ra s e ,  
i l  e u t ferm e l e  l i v r e  sans a c h e v e r . De to u te s  ces m esures de tem ps 
a in s i  rom pues, i l  y en a v a i t  p o u r  t e l l e  e tu d e ,  i l  y  en a v a i t  p o u r  t e l l e  
a u t r e ;  i l  y en a v a i t  p o u r l a  r e f l e x i o n ,  p o u r  l a  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  p o u r  1 ' o f­
f i c e ,  p o u r Locke, p o u r l e  r o s a i r e ,  p o u r  l e s  v i s i t e s ,  p o u r l a  m usique , 
p o u r l a  p e in tu r e ;  e t  i l  n 'y  a v a i t  n i  p l a i s i r  n i  t e n t a t i o n  n i  com pla isance  
qu i p u t  i n t e r v e n i r  c e t  o rd r e .  Un d e v o ir  a  r e m p l i r  s e u l  l ' a u r a i t  pu .
Quand i l  me f a i s a i t  l a  l i s t e  de s e s  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a f in  que j e  m 'y con- 
fo rm asse , j e  comraenqais p a r  r i r e ,  e t  J e  f i n i s s a i s  p a r  p l e u r e r  d 'adm ira^- 
t i o n .  Jam ais i l  ne g e n a it  p e rso n n e  n i  ne s u p p o r ta i t  l a  g§ne; i l  b ru s -  
q u a i t  l e s  gens q u i p a r  p o l i t e s s e  v o u la ie n t  l e  g £ n e r. I I  e t a i t  em porte 
sans § t r e  b o udeu r. J e  l ' a i  vu so u v en t en c o l e r e ,  m ais j e  ne l ' a i  jam ais
vu fach £ . Rien n 'e t a i t  s i  g a l que son hum eur: i l  e n te n d a i t  r a i l l e r i e ,
e t  i l  a im a it a  r a i l l e r .  I I  y  b r i l l a i t  meme e t  i l  a v a i t  l e  t a l e n t  de 
l'ep ig ram m e. Quand on l 'a n i m a i t  i l  e t a i t  b ru y a n t e t  ta p a g e u r  en p a r o le s ;  
s a  v o ix  s 'e n t e n d a i t  de l o in .  Mais t a n d i s  q u ' i l  c r i a i t  on l e  v o y a i t  s o u r i r e ,
e t  t o u t  & t r a v e r s  des em portem ents i l  l u i  v e n a i t  q u e lq u e  mot p l a i s a n t  q u i
f a i s a i t  £ c l a t e r  to u t  l e  monde. I I  a v a i t  l a  p eau  b la n c h e ,  l e s  jo u e s  
c o lo r e e s , le s  cheveux d 'u n  c h a ta in  p re sq u e  b lo n d . I I  e t a i t  g ran d  e t  b ie n  
f a i t .  Son co rps f u t  forme p o u r lo g e r  son §me." I b i d . ,  pp . 327-9*

l - I b id . , p . 327.

2I b i d . , p . 329.
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a m iracu lo u s  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  and v a l id a t io n  th a n  a  perm anent g iv e -a n d -  

ta k e  r e l a t i o n s h ip .  I t  r e s to r e d  R o u sseau 's  sen se  o f  honor and p e r s o n a l  

w orth  and so o th ed  h i s  wounded p r id e  f o r  th e  few months d u r in g  w hich th e  

two young men w ere t o g e th e r ,  which Rousseau d e s c r ib e s  as fo l lo w s :

11 . . .  Nous devinm es in t im e s .  Nos gotlts n ’e t a i e n t  p as  l e s  m§mes: nous

d is p u t io n s  to u jo u r s .  Tous deux o p in i& tre s ,  nous n ’e t io n s  ja m a is  d ’a c -  

co rd  s u r  r i e n .  Avec c e la  nous ne pouvions nous q u i t t e r ,  e t  t o u t  en 

nous c o n t r a r i a n t  san s  c e s s e ,  aucun des deux n 'e u t  v o u lu  que 1 ' a u t r e  fflt 

a u t remen t .

The C o n fess io n s  acco u n t f a i l s  to  m ention t h a t  A ltu n a  f e l l  s e r io u s ly  

i l l  w ith  a  r e s p i r a to r y  a ilm e n t from w hich th e  n e u r o t ic  R ousseau  f e a re d  

he w ould n o t p u l l  th ro u g h , n o r  does i t  m ention th e  p re se n c e  in  P a r i s  o f  

s e v e r a l  o th e r  S p a n ia rd s , A ltu n a ’s f r i e n d s ,  th ro u g h  whose in f lu e n c e  Rous-
p

sea u  hoped t o  o b ta in  payment o f  Mama's s a la r y .

R ousseau co n cludes h is  b r i e f  C onfessions coverage  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w ith  A ltu n a  by m en tio n in g  a  p la n  o f  th e  ty p e  he was l a t e r  t o  c a l l  h is  

" c a s t l e s  in  S p a in ."  S e v e ra l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  th e  two f r ie n d s  w ere t o  l i v e  

to g e th e r  in  S p a in , fo rm ing  a  " fam ily "  and sp en d in g  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  

l i v e s  to g e th e r .  "Nous nous l i im e s  s i  b ie n  que nous firoes l e  p r o j e t  de 

p a s s e r  nos jo u r s  ensem ble . J e  d ev a is  dans qu e lq u es  ann£es a l l e r  a
O

A s c o i t i a  p o u r v iv re  avec l u i  dans s a  t e r r e , "  In  a  con tem porary  l e t t e r

1I b id .  , p p . 327-8 .

% in c e  Savoy had  been  o ccu p ied  by th e  S p a n ish , she  had  n o t r e c e iv e d  
h e r  p e n s io n , and h e r  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  was d i f f i c u l t ,  l e a d in g  h e r  to  
b ig g e r  (and  more d is a s t r o u s )  b u s in e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s .

3Ib id . , p . 329.



to  Mama, he s a id :  "Ce bon e t  gen£ reux  ami e s t  un gentilhom m e espagno l

a sse z  a  son a i s e ,  q u i me p re s s e  d 'a c c e p te r  un a s i l e  dSns s a  maison pour 

y p h i lo s o p h e r  ensem ble l e  r e s t e  de nos J o u r s . T h e C C o n fess io n s  g ives 

th e  p la n  as f a i l i n g  th ro u g h  c r u e l  f a t e ,  b u t in  t r u t h  n o th in g  r e a l l y  

happened to  s to p  R ousseau from  c a r r y in g  i t  o u t ,  and , a lth o u g h  th e y  re ­

m ained in  r e l a t i o n s  and correspondedicfrdm  tim e  t o  t im e ,  we can s a f e ly  

conclude  t h a t  th e  two f r ie n d s  s im p ly  d r i f t e d  a p a r t .^  A lre a d y , R ousseau 

had u sed  A ltu n a 's  o f f e r  as " s e n t im e n ta l  b la c k m a il"  t o  Mama, t e l l i n g  h e r ,  

"Q uelque co n fo rm ite  de go tlts  e t  de sen tim en ts  q u i me l i e  a  l u i ,  J e  ne 

l e  p ren d s  p o in t  au m ot, e t  j e  vous l a i s s e  a  d e v in e r  p o u rq u o i? "^  This 

i s  an e a r ly  exam ple o f  a  te c h n iq u e  R ousseau w ould use more and more 

o f t e n ,  t h a t  o f  m aking tw o o r  more s im u ltan eo u s p la n s  f o r  fu tu r e  l i v in g  

a rrangem en ts  w ith  v a r io u s  f r ie n d s  and acq u a in ta n ce s  and th e n  p la y in g  

them  b ack  and f o r th  to  o b ta in  as many e x p re s s io n s  o f  a f f e c t io n  as pos­

s i b l e .  )

When A ltu n a  l e f t  P a r i s ,  i n  th e  s p r in g  o f  17^5* R ousseau moved back 

in to  th e  L eft-B ank  H o te l S t .  Q uen tin  where he h ad  l iv e d  upon h is  a r r i v a l  

in  P a r is  in  17^2. T here  he found th e  woman who was t o  s e rv e  him as 

" fa m ily "  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e .  W ith M arie -T h erese  L ev asseu r,

Rousseau h a d , n o t th e  s e n s u a l  f r ie n d s h ip  he had e x p e r ie n c e d  w ith  Mme.

J-C.C. I I ,  No. 1 3 2 , p .  7U.

A ltu n a  r e tu r n e d  t o  A z c o i t i a ,  w here he became A lcade in  17^6, R egidor 
in  17^7 and 8 . In  17^9 he m a r r ie d . He d ied  in  1762 a t  age f o r ty ,  
le a v in g  a  son and a  d a u g h te r .
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de W arens, b u t a  f r ie n d s h ip  s u b s t i t u t e  (" su p p lem en t" ) — le s s  f u l f i l l i n g ,

c e r t a i n l y ,  b u t w ith  th e  u n q u e s tio n a b le  ad v an tag e  o f  b e in g  a v a i l a b l e ,

p r a c t i c a b l e ,  p r e s e n t .  R ousseau  e x p la in s :

I I  me f a l l a i t  a  l a  p la c e  de 1 ' am b itio n  y t e i n t e  un se n tim e n t v i f  
q u i re m p lit  raon co eu r. I I  f a l l a i t ,  p o u r to u t  d i r e ,  un s u c c e s s e u r  
a  Maraanj p u isq u e  j e  ne  d e v a is  p lu s  v iv re  avec e l l e  i l  me f a l l a i t  
q u e lq u 'u n  q u i v ecu t avec son  e le v e ,  e t  en q u i j e  t ro u v a s se  l a  sim ­
p l i c i t y ,  l a  d o c i l i t y  de c o e u r  q u 'e l l e  a v a i t  tro u v e e  en moi. I I  f a l ­
l a i t  que l a  douceur de l a  v ie  p r iv e e  e t  dom estique  me dedommage&t 
du s o r t  b r i l l a n t  au q u e l J e  re n o n g a is . Quand j ’e t a i s  absolum ent s e u l  
mon co eu r e t .a i t  v id e ,  m ais i l  n 'e n  f a l l a i t  qu ’ un p o u r le  r e m p l i r .
Le s o r t  m 'a v a it  S te ,  m’a v a i t  a l iy n e  du moins en p a r t i e ,  c e lu i  p o u r 
l e q u e l  l a  n a tu re  m 'a v a i t  f a i t .  Des l o r s  j ’y t a i s  s e u l ,  c a r  i l  n*y 
e u t  jam a is  p o u r moi d 'in te r m y d ia i r e  e n t r e  t o u t e e t  r i e n .  J e  
t r o u v a is  dans T hyrese l e  supp iym ent don t j 'a v a i s  b e so in  . . .  ^

Youngest c h i ld  o f  a la r g e  lo w e r -c la s s  fa m ily  from  O rle a n s , w here h e r  

m other had  been a  shopkeeper and h e r  f a th e r  an employee a t  th e  m in t, 

tw e n ty - fo u r -y e a r -o ld  T herese  was w ork ing  as a  m aid a t  th e  h fc te l ,  sup­

p o r t in g  h e r  aged p a r e n ts .  She was s t i l l  e n jo y in g  h e r  sm a ll sh a re  o f  th e  

s h o r t - l i v e d  b eau ty  common t o  e v e ry  young g i r l  when R ousseau f i r s t  met h e r  

( q u i te  p o s s ib ly  d u rin g  h is  f i r s t  s ta y  a t  th e  h o t e l ,  t h r e e  y e a rs  e a r l i e r ) .  

What s t r u c k  Rousseau abou t h e r ,  how ever, was h e r  ex trem e g e n tle n e s s  and 

t im id i ty .  "La p rem ie re  f o i s  que j e  v is  p a r a l t r e  c e t t e  f i l l e  a t a b l e ,  j e  

fu s fra p p e  de son m a in tie n  m o d este , e t  p lu s  en co re  de son re g a rd  v i f
p

e t  doux, q u i po u r moi n 'e u t  jam a is  son s e m b la b le ."  "Le doux c a r a c te r e  

de c e t t e  bonne f i l l e  me p a r u t  s i  b ie n  c o n v e n ir  au mien que j e  m 'u n is  a 

e l l e  d ’un a ttach em en t a l 'e p r e u v e  du tem ps e t  des t o r t s  . . .

•̂ C o n fess io n s . O.C. I ,  pp . 331-2 . U n fo r tu n a te ly , some c r i t i c s  i n t e r ­
p r e t  t h i s  most s p i r i t u a l  o f  needs on a  p u re ly  m a te r ia l  l e v e l .

2I b i d . , p . 330.

3I b id . , p. U13.
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Th&rese was in d e e d  d i f f e r e n t .  L ike R ousseau , she was somewhat o f  

a  s o c i a l  m i s f i t ,  a v ic t im ,  a  w eak lin g . However, R ousseau was a  gen iu s  

and p o o r T herese  c o u ld  n e v e r  le a r n  to  r e a d ,  t o  t e l l  t im e , to  count money, 

t o  d i s t in g u i s h  th e  months o f  th e  y e a r . . .  (She once to o k  a  p a s to r - f r i e n d  

o f  R o u sse au 's  f o r  th e  pope o f  Rom e.)'1'

Everyone a t  th e  t a b l e  o f  th e  H o te l S t .  Q uentin  was making o f f - c o l o r  

rem arks and te a s in g  th e  young m aid when R ouiseau  met h e r .  R ousseau to o k  

h e r  d e fe n s e ,  as he alw ays d id  when he saw a w eak lin g  b e in g  to rm en te d  by 

th e  s t r o n g .  (" J e  d ev in s  hautem ent son cham pion," he d e c la r e d .)  T h erese  

f a i l e d  t o  th a n k  R ousseau  f o r  h e r  d e fen se  a g a in s t  th e  dragons (he  im p lie d  

she  was to o  m odest and t im id ) ;  n o n e th e le s s ,  she "v e ry  ra p id ly "  became 

h is  m is t r e s s .

R ousseau  s t r e s s e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he n ev e r lo v ed  T h e re se . " . . .  Du 

p re m ie r  moment que j e  l a  v is  ju sq u 'a l ce jo u r  j e  n 'a i  jam ais  s e n t i  l a  

m oindre e t i n c e l l e  d 'am our p o u r e l l e ,  . . .  j e  n ' a i  pas p lu s  d e s i r e  de l a  

p o s s e d e r  que Mme. de W arens, e t  . . ,  l e s  b e so in s  des sen s  que j ' a i  s a t i s -  

f a i t s  au p res  d 'e l l e  o n t uniquem ent £ te  po u r moi ceux du s e x e , san s  a v o ir
p

r i e n  de p ro p re  a l ' i n d i v i d u . " R ousseau t i e s  in  t h e i r  m utual t im id i ty

■'■Recent s tu d ie s  in  s p e c ia l  e d u c a tio n  have shown t h a t  r e ta r d e d  women 
make e x c e l le n t  w iv e s . E n thused  one case-w orkers  "They en joy  s ta y in g  
home and d o in g  housew ork. They lo v e  and adore  c h i ld re n .  They ask  f o r  
n o th in g  e x c e p t w h a tev e r comes w ith o u t q u e s t io n .  They have no co n cep tio n  
o f  money o r  m onetary v a lu e s .  They a re  very  a f f e c t io n a te  and s e x u a lly  
u n in h ib i t e d ."  C ite d  by J i l l  C ra ig h ea d , " L e t te r s  t o  M s.,"  Mŝ . ( J a n u a ry , 
1 9 7 3 ), p .  U.

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  ^ l 1*.
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w ith  h is  " c o n q u e s t;"  (The iro n y  o f  th e  te rm  d id  n o t e scap e  h im .)

He seems t o  have i n s t i g a t e d  th e  a c t io n  ( " J e  n 'a v a i s  ch erch e  d 'a b o rd  

q u 'a  me donner un amusement"'1' ) , b u t  w ith  a  concern  f o r  non-invo lvem en t 

and im pun ity  (" J e  l u i  d ^ c la r a i  d 'av a n c e  que j e  ne 1 ' ab an d o n n era is  n i 

ne l 'e p o u s e r a i s  ja m a is"  ) .  H aving c o n fe sse d  e lsew h e re  t h a t  he had  n ev e r 

been  a b le  to  ta k e  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  a  lo v e  a f f a i r ,  he d e l i c a t e l y  s id e ­

s te p s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  h e r  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  th e  s e d u c tio n :  "Le ra p p o r t

de nos c o e u r s , l e  concours de nos d i s p o s i t io n s  e u t  b ie n tS t  son e f f e t  

o r d in a i r e .  E l le  c r u t  v o i r  en moi un h onn§ te  hommej e l l e  ne se  trom pa 

p a s . Je  cru s v o i r  en e l l e  une f i l l e  s e n s i b l e ,  s im p le  e t  san s  c o q u e t t e r i e ;  

j e  ne me tro m p ai pas non p lu s .  . . .  L 'am o u r, l 'e s t i m e ,  l a  s i n c ^ r i t e  n a iv e  

f u r e n t  l e s  m in is t r e s  de mon tr io ra p h e , e t  c '^ t a i t  p a rc e  que son coeur 

e t a i t  te n d re  e t  honneite que j e  fu s  h eu reu x  san s  § t r e  e n t r e p re n a n t .

A fterw ards he r e f l e c t e d  on T h e re s e 's  ap pearance  and g e s tu re s  ( " j e  l a  

v is  i n t e r d i t e  e t  co n fu se  a v an t de se  r e n d r e ,  v o u lo i r  se  f a i r e  e n te n d re ,  e t  

n 'o s e r  s 'e x p l iq u e r " ^ )  and co n clu d ed  t h a t  she must be in f e c te d  w ith  ve­

n e r e a l  d is e a s e  and t h a t  h e ,  in  t u r n ,  m ust now be in f e c te d .  He p u t th e  

q u e s tio n  to  h e r  w ith o u t nam ing th e  s u b je c t .  S h e , he s a y s ,  th o u g h t he was 

in q u i r in g  about h e r  n o n - e x is te n t  v i r g i n i t y .  When he p re s s e d  h e r  to  know 

th e  d e t a i l s  o f  h e r  i n f e c t i o n ,  she  d e s c r ib e d  a  s e d u c tio n  s c e n e , t o  Rous­

s e a u 's  immense r e l i e f .  Were th e  t e a r s  R ousseau s a id  she shed  on t h i s

T̂ b i d . , p .  331.

2I b i d . , p . 331.

3I b i d . , p . 331.

4 b i d .  » p . 331.



305

o c c a s io n  t e a r s  o f  re m o rse , as he  im p l ie s ,  o r  m ere ly  t e a r s  o f  f r i g h t  

a t  t h i s  s tr a n g e  M onsieu r's  in co m p reh en s ib le  a n x ie ty ?  At any r a t e ,  we 

may choose t o  ta k e  w ith  a  g ra in  o f  s a l t  R o u sse au 's  s ta te m e n t :  " . . .  E l l e

me f i t  en p le u r a n t  l 'a v e u  d 'u n e  fa u te  un ique  au s o r t i r  de l 'e n f a n c e ,  

f r u i t  de son ig n o ra n c e  e t  de l 'a d r e s s e  d 'u n  s e d u c te u r .

The s u r p r i s in g  a f f a i r  w ith  T h e re se , l i k e  t h a t  w ith  Mme. de L a m a g e , 

was la r g e ly  th e  r e s u l t  o f  chance . R ousseau was u sed  t o  fo rm ing  s e x u a l 

d e s ig n s  on ev ery  g i r l  he m et, b u t h is  h a l f - h e a r t e d  p u r s u i t s  w ere e a s i l y  

d isc o u ra g e d  and th e  m a tte r  f o r g o t te n .  W ith T h e re s e , e x c e p t io n a l ly ,  no 

r e s i s t a n c e  was fo rth co m in g  and in  th e  h o t e l  ev ery  o p p o r tu n i ty  was a v a i l a b le .  

Her w eakness o f  c h a r a c te r  encouraged  h e r  a s s a i l a n t  and k e p t him  from 

’'b lo c k in g "  i n to  in p o te n c y : h e re  was a  woman w ith  whom h e  c o u ld  p la y  th e

a g g re s s iv e  r o le  w ith o u t f e a r  o f  r e j e c t i o n  o r  r i d i c u l e .

The h o te l  h o s te s s ,  T h e re s e 's  e n p lo y e r ,  became " f u r io u s "  and " b r u ta l"  

when she le a rn e d  o f  th e  a f f a i r ,  p ro b a b ly  i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  u n l ik e ly  un ion  

betw een th e  d u l l - w i t t e d  maid and th e  w e l l - d r e s s e d  young m an-about-tow n 

as p r o s t i t u t i o n  on T h e re s e 's  p a r t .  In d e e d , R ousseau was a t  f i r s t  ashamed 

o f  h is  p o o r T h e re se , n o t d a r in g  t o  show h im s e lf  in  p u b l ic  w ith  h e r .

T h in k in g  i t  was a  q u e s t io n  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  he e n v isa g e d  p la y in g  th e  r o le  o f  

P ygm alion , b u t soon d is c o v e re d  h is  G a la te a 's  d e p lo ra b le  la c k  o f  c a p a c i ty .  

"Son e s p r i t  e s t  ce que l ' a  f a i t  l a  n a tu r e ,"  he d e c la re d  r e s ig n e d ly ;

" l a  c u l tu r e  e t  l e s  so in s  n 'y  p re n n e n t p a s ." ^  I t  to o k  h a b i t  (R o u sse a u 's

1I b i d . , p . 331.
2

I b i d . ,  p . 332. E lsew h ere , R ousseau rem arked: " E l le  e s t  . . .  p lu s
b o m £ e  e t  p lu s  f a c i l e  a  t r o u p e r  que j e  n ’ a v a is  c ru ;  . . .  " I b i d . . p . 2 8 l ,  
n o te .



le g e n d a ry  p a r e s s e ) and r e f l e c t i o n  to  tu r n  t h i s  taw diy  a f f a i r  in to  a  

" f r ie n d s h ip  s u b s t i t u t e . "  We haye a lre a d y  seen  R o u sseau 's  re a so n in g : " I I

me f a l l a i t  q u e lq u 'u n  [1] q u i v e c u t avec [m o i] , e t  [2] en qu i Je  t ro u v a s s e  

l a  s i m p l i c i t e , l a  d o c i l i t y  de co eu r q u [e  Mme, de W arens] a v a i t  tro u v e e  en 

m o i."  T h e re s e , th e n ,  was ( l )  a v a i l a b l e ,  r e l i a b l e  and (2) s u s c e p t ib le  to  

th e  ty ra n n y  in h e r e n t  in  th e  b a s ic  dom estic  f r ie n d s h ip  r e la t io n s h ip  R o u sse au 's  

gen ius c ra v e d . R ousseau l a t e r  s a i d ,  " J 'a i  to u jo u rs  re g a rd e  l e  Jo u r q u i 

m 'u n i t  a  ma T h erese  comme c e lu i  q u i f i x a  mon § t r e  m o ra l." ’1' The im p o r ta n t 

th in g  was t h a t  R ousseau was happy and p ro d u c tiv e  ( f o r  th e  moment on ly  in  

th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s e n s e ! ) w ith  T h e re se . She became th e  s ta b le  " fa m ily "  w ith  

which he needed  t o  i d e n t i f y  and b ro u g h t him c re a tu re  co m fo rts : a  good cook

and la u n d r e s s ;  alw ays an a v a i l a b le  and u n c r i t i c a l  s e x u a l p a r tn e r  (w hether 

R ousseau " lo v e d "  T h erese  o r  n o t , i t  to o k  him  y e a rs  o f  b roken  r e s o lu t io n s  

and th e  Mme. d 'H o u d e tS t trau m a t o  su cceed  in  b re a k in g  o f f  s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s  

w ith  h e r ) ;  l a t e r ,  a  l i v e - i n  h o u sek eep er and n u rs e . L i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,

T herese  L e v a sse u r became a  more and more n e c e ssa ry  s e rv a n t  to  R ousseau and 

would have s u f f i c e d  him  e m o tio n a lly ,h h e  i n s i s t s ,  had sh e  been ab le  t o  l i m i t  

h e r  e x is te n c e  t o  h i s ,  as he f e l t  he had  l im i t e d  h is  t o  h e r s .  H ere , Rous­

sea u  s t r e s s e s  th e  f a c t  (which none o f  h is  f r ie n d s  b u t Mama was w i l l i n g  t o

re c o g n iz e )  t h a t  f r i e n d s h ip ,  t o  h im , was p r im a r i ly  a m a t te r  o f  s e n t im e n ta l ,
2

n o t i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  in te r c o u r s e ;

1I b i d . . p . ^13 .
p

Cf. f o r  exam ple, R o u sseau 's  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  h is  h a p p in ess  w ith  T herese  
once th e y  had  begun l i v i n g  to g e th e r :  "Le co eu r de ma T herese  e t a i t  c e lu i
d 'u n  ange: n o tr e  a tta ch e m e n t c r o i s s a i t  avec n o tre  i n t i m i t e ,  e t  nous s e n -
t io n s  d av an tag e  de Jo u r  en Jo u r  combien nous e t io n s  f a i t s  l 'u n  pour 1 ' a u t r e .  
S i nos p l a i s i r s  p o u v a ie n t s e - d e c r i r e ,  i l s  f e r a ie n t  r i r e  p a r  l e u r  s im p l i c i t e .  
Nos prom enades t e t e - a - t e l t e  h o rs  de l a  v i l l e  ou Je d ep en sa is  m agnifiquem ent
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A u p re = ss  des p e rso n n e s  q u 'o n  aim e le  s e n tim e n t n o u r r i t  1 ' e s p r i t
a in s i  que lc c o e u r ,  e t  l 'o n  a  peu b e s o in  de ch e rch e r a i l l e u r s  des
id e e s .  .T<--=-■» v iv a is  avec ma T h erese  a u s s i  ag reab lem en t q u 'a v e c  l e  p lu s  
beau  ffprrf f—=-» de 1 ’ u n i v e r s .  . . .  Nous f a i s io n s  t3 te -a fc t8 te  de p e t i t e s  
p r o m e n a d e ^ s  champgtres e t  de p e t i t s  go fttes  q u i r a 'e ta ie n t  d e l ic ie u x .
Je  v o y a is  q u 'e l l e  m 'a im a it s in c e re m e n t,  e t  c e la  r e d o u b la i t  ma te n -  
d re s s e .  CZZJette douce i n t i m i t y  me t e n a i t  l i e u  de to u t ;  l ' a v e n i r  ne
me t o u c h p l u s  ou ne me to u c h a i t  que comme l e  p re s e n t  p ro lo n g e : 
j e  ne d e s o a t r a i s  r i e n  que  d 'e n  a s s u r e r  l a  d u re e .

Get f===tttachexnent me r e n d i t  t o u t e  a u t r e  d i s s ip a t io n  s u p e r f lu e  e t
i n s i p i d e .  Je n e  s o r t a i s  p lu s  que p o u r  a l l e r  chez T h e re se ; s a  d e-
meure devrEsa.nt p re sq u e  l a  m ienne, C e t te  v ie  r e t i r e e  d e v in t  s i  avan- 
ta g e u se  a. mon t r a v a i l ,  q u 'e n  raoins de  t r o i s  mois mon o p 6 ra  t o u t  en -
t i e r  f u t  , p a r o le s  e t  m usique.

U n fo r tu n a t- ^ e ly  f o r  R ousseau , th e  v e ry  meekness and s im p l ic i ty  t h a t  

made T herese  * = = iv a ilab le  to  h im  on such fa v o ra b le  te rm s made h e r  v u ln e ra b le  

t o  any o u t s i d ^ =  in f lu e n c e  a s  v e i l .  R ousseau  h ad  i n  mind "kdgp ing" h e r  

"honnetem ent rr^mais s a n s  lu x e  a l ’ ab ri des p r e s s a n ts  b e so in s "  ("comme je

n 'a v a is  pas a ^ r f f a i r e  a  une p e rso n n e  a v id e  e t  que j e  n 'e t a i s  pas sub ju g u e

p a r  une p a ss ic z c o n  f o l l e  je  n e  f a i s a i s  p a s  des f o l i e s . "  ) ,  v h ic h  means b a rg a in -  

basem ent s ty le = = e , w h ile  ( f o r  he  h a d  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  tu rn in g  h e r  i n t o  a  lad y

hu it--ou  d ix  s c r r o ls  a q u e lq u e  g u in g u e tte .  Nos p e t i t s  soupers a  l a  c ro is e e  de 
ma f e n e t r e ,  a£==isis e n  v i s - a - v i s  s u r  deux p e t i t e s  c h a ise s  p o sees  s u r  une 
m alle  q u i t e n a = a i t  l a  l a r g e u r  de 1 'em b rasu re . Dans c e t te  s i t u a t i o n  l a  fe ­
n e t r e  nous setH E rvait d e  t a b l e ,  nous r e s p i r io n s  l ' a i r ,  nous p o u v io n s v o i r  le s  
e n v iro n s , l e s  p a s s a n ts ,  e t  q u o iq u 'a u  q u a tr ie m e  e ta g e ,  p lo n g e r  dans l a  rue 
to u t  en mange ̂ s n t .  Q ui d e c r i r a ,  qui s e n t i r a  l e s  charmes de ces re p  a s , com­
p oses p o u r toT___as mets d 'un q u a r t i e r  de g ro s  p a in ,  de que lques c e r i s e s ,  d 'u n  
p e t i t  m o rceau  de from age , e t  d 'u n  d e m i- s e p t ie r  de vin que nous b uv ions ei 
nous deux. A r r m i t ie ,  c o n f ia n c e ,  i n t i m i t e ,  douceur d 'Sm e, que vos a s s a is o n n e -  
ments s o n t d e  l ic ie u x .  Q u e lq u e fo is  nous r e s t io n s  l a  ju s q u 'a  m in u it  san s  y 
songer e t  s a n ^  nous doQ ter de l 'h e u r e ,  s i  l a  v i e i l l e  Maraan ne nous en e u t 
a v e r t i s .  M a i ^ s  la is s o n s  c e s  d e t a i l s  q u i p a r a l t r o n t  in s ip id e s  ou r i s i b l e s ,
J e  l ' a i  to u jo x j= u rs  d i t  e t  s e n t i ,  l e  v e r i t a b l e  jo u is s a n c e  ne s e  d e c r i t  p o in t . "  
I b i d . . p . 353------

^T bid. , p   333.

2I b i d . , p  — . 3U0.



o f  l e i s u r e )  she c o n tin u e d  c o n t r ib u t in g  h e r  e n t i r e  h o t e l  s a la r y  t o  th e  

su p p o rt o f  h e r  aged p a r e n ts .  M. L ev asseu r p e re  was weak and h a rm less  ~  

"un v ieux  bonhomme t r e s  doux q u i c r a i g n a i t  extr§m em ent s a  femme" — b u t 

o ld  Mme. L e v a sse u r, R o u sseau 's  im m o rta l "m o th e r- in - la w ^ "  p ro v ed  t o  be a  

f i r s t - c l a s s  h a rp y , whose husband  c a l l e d  h e r  th e  " c r im in a l  l i e u te n a n t "  

a f t e r  a m a g is tr a te  who fo llo w e d  a l l  crim es and was p r e s e n t  d u r in g  t o r t u r e .  

Mme. L ev asseu r had a l l  th e  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  R ousseau  most ab h o rre d : 

b o s s in e s s ,  h e a r t le s s n e s s  and a r ro g a n c e , t o  w hich she added th e  r e v o l t in g ly  

inhuman and im b e c ilic  snobbery  o f  a  s e r v a n t  who, id e n t i f y in g  w ith  a  power­

f u l  m a s te r , seeks t o  abase  h is  fe llo w  u n f o r tu n a te s .  Her g reed  and oppor­

tu n ism  knew no bounds, and she was p e r p e tu a l ly  d i s s a t i s f i e d .  A ll  in  a l l ,  

she was a  h ig h ly  u n p le a s a n t ,  u n i n t e l l i g e n t  o ld  woman — b u t c e r t a in l y  no 

m onster n o r even a r a r e  s p e c ie s ,  and she sh o u ld  n o t have cau sed  Rousseau 

any s e r io u s  p ro b lem s, i f  on ly  he had  e n jo y ed  some s t r e n g th  o f  c h a r a c te r .

As m ight be p r e d ic t e d ,  Mme. L ev asseu r t r i e d  to  ta k e  h e r  d a u g h te r 's  

"m onsieur" f o r  a l l  he was w o rth  (w hich was v e ry  l i t t l e ,  as a  m a tte r  o f  

f a c t ) ,  T h e re se , as a lw ay s , o f f e r e d  no r e s i s t a n c e ,  and t i g h t - f i s t e d  Rous­

seau  once ag a in  saw h i s  money f ly i n g  o u t th e  window. The e x t r a  cash  

b ro u g h t in  by T h e re s e 's  "keep" p e rm it te d  th e  o ld  woman t o  sen d  f o r  h e r  

e n t i r e  fam ily  o f  c h i ld re n  and g r a n d c h i ld re n ,  R ousseau a ff irm e d  w ith  d i s ­

g u s t ,  f o r  he found them v u lg a r ,  g reedy  and u n s c ru p u lo u s : an e n t i r e

fam ily  o f  " in t r u d e r s ."

T hus, w ith  T h e re se , R ousseau found h im s e lf  in  a  s i t u a t i o n  s im i la r  t o  

th e  one he had e x p e r ie n c e d  w ith  Mme. de Warens and t h a t  had  c o n tr ib u te d  

to  h is  nervous c o l la p s e , b u t t h i s  tim e  w ith o u t th e  p r o te c t iv e  v en ee r o f  

m id d le -c la s s  p o l i t e n e s s .  "T out ce que Je  f a i s a i s  p o u r T herese  e t a i t



d e to u m e  p a r  s a  mere en fa v e u r  de ces a f fa m ls . . . .  P a r  vine f a t a l i t e  qu i 

me p o u r s u iv a i t  ta n d is  que Maman e t a i t  en p ro ie  a  s e s  c c o q u a n ts , T herese  

e t a i t  en p ro ie  S. s a  f a m i l l e ,  e t  J e  ne p o u v a is  r i e n  f a i r e  d 'a u e u n  c 3 te  qu i 

p r o f i t a t  a  c e l l e  p o u r qu i Je  l 'a v a i s  d e s t i n e . T h i s  i n f u r i a t e d  R ousseau , 

f i r s t  b ecause  he had th e  Genevan view o f  economy and a g a in  b e ca u se  o f  

th e  c o n f l i c t  i t  caused  in  h i s  " m a rr ia g e .” "Que n 'a u r a i s - j e  p o in t  donne 

p o u r  me f a i r e  l 'e n f a n t  de s a  mere,'" he s ig h e d ; " Je  f i s  to u t  p o u r  y  p a r -  

v e n i r  e t  n 'e n  pus v e n i r  a  b o u t ."  He v a in ly  t r i e d  t o  form  a C o l le c t iv e  

S e l f - I n t e r e s t  betw een th e  younger and o ld e r  c o u p le , b u t  lime. L ev asseu r 

s y s te m a t ic a l ly  p la c e d  h e r  i n t e r e s t s  in  o p p o s itio n  t o  h i s  and t h u s , he 

f e l t ,  t o  th o se  o f  h e r  in s e p a ra b le  T h erese . R ousseau saw th e  L ev asseu rs  

as s t e a l i n g  T h e re s e 's  money and ty ra n n iz in g  h e r ;  he saw T h erese  as l e t t i n g  

them  ta k e  ad v an tage  o f  h e r  w ith o u t u t t e r i n g  a  word o f  c o m p la in t. His 

w arn ings t o  h i s  m is t r e s s  w ent uncomprehended and unheeded . He t r i e d  to  

s e p a ra te  h e r  from h e r  m o th e r, b u t she s tu b b o rn ly  o f f e r e d  him a  r e s i s ta n c e  

w hich he b o th  re s p e c te d  and d e p lo re d . In  sum, Mme. L ev asseu r and fam ily  

k e p t T herese  from  b e in g  a  s u c c e s s fu l  f r i e n d s h ip - s u b s t i t u t e .  "L eur a v id i t e  

l u i  f u t  moins ru in e u se  que le u r s  c o n s e ils  ne l u i  f u r e n t  p e r n ic ie u x ;  e n f in  

s i ,  grS.ce a son amour po u r m o i, s i  g race  a  son bon n a t u r e l ,  e l l e  ne  fu t  

p as  t o u t - a - f a i t  su b ju g u ee ; e 'e n  fu t  a s s e z ,  du m o in s , p o u r  errrpScher en 

grande p a r t i e  l ' e f f e t  des bonnes maximes que j e  m 'e f f o r g a is  de l u i  in -  

s p i r e r ;  e 'e n t f u t  a s s e z  p o u r que , de quelque faqon que j e  m 'y s o i s  pu 

p re n d re ,  nous ayons to u jo u r s  c o n tin u e  d 'S t r e  d eu x ."

The f a c t  i s  t h a t  T herese  was as a tta c h e d  t o  h e r  b lo o d -s u c k in g  fam ily

1I b i d . , p .  3^0.

2IfrU . .»  P. fcl5.

% b i d . . p .  415 .
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as c lo s e ly  as Mama was d ev o ted  t o  h e r  b lo o d -su c k in g  c h a r la ta n s .  They 

w e re , f o r  h e r ,  a  so u rc e  o f  amusement and s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  even i f  she had to  

pay f o r  th e  p le a s u re  th e y  p ro v id e d . And R ousseau , in  t r y i n g  to  d e tach  

h e r  from th em , was th in k in g  more o f  h is  b ra n d  o f  h ap p in ess  th a n  h e r s .

Mama had  p roven  to o  s t r o n g  t o  be th u s  ty ra n n iz e d  by R ousseau. T herese  

was q u i te  th e  o p p o s i te .  F o r th e  tim e  b e in g , how ever, Rousseau s i l e n t l y

b o re  an in - la w  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  was n o t meant t o  l a s t .

The L ev asseu r r e l a t i o n s h ip  d id  n o t d e s tro y  R o u sseau 's  c o n s ta n t  need  

fo r  male com panionship  n o r  th e  concern  f o r  h i s  ho n o r. "F au te  d 'u n  ami 

qu i f u t  a  moi t o u t  e n t i e r , "  he e x p la in e d , " i l  me f a l l a i t  des amis dont 

l 'im p u ls io n  su rm o n ta it  mon i n e r t i e  . . .  W hile l iv in g  w ith  A ltu n a , he 

had  ta k e n  m eals a t  Mme. La S e l l e 's  n e a r  th e  Opera and c o n tin u e d  to  do s o .

The food was r a t h e r  b a d , he s a i d ,  b u t  th e  company was e x c e l le n t  and " r e ­

l i a b l e "  ( in t r o d u c t io n  b e in g  by recom m endation o n ly ) .  A r e t i r e d  Commander, 

lew d o ld  d eb au ch e , p o l i t e  and' w i t ty  o ld  b u l l - l i k e  f ig u r e ,  who lod g ed  

t h e r e ,  a t t r a c t e d  a  joyous group o f  "mad and b r i l l i a n t "  young o f f i c e r s  

f u l l  o f  R a b e la is ia n  hum or, ex u b eran ce  and b ravado  co n ce rn in g  amorous ad­

v e n tu re s  , r e a l  and im a g in a ry . P o l i t e  and r e s p e c ta b le  c i v i l i a n s  a ls o  

d in ed  a t  Mme. La S e l l e 's  from  a l l  w alks o f  l i f e  ex cep t th e  bench and th e  

ch u rch . T h e re , R ousseau  b e f r ie n d e d  two o f  th e  more so b e r r e g u la r s ,  Du 

P l e s s i s ,  r e t i r e d  C o lo n e l, "bon e t  sage  v i e i l l a r d , "  and A n c e le t ,  young o f -
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f i c e r  in  th e  m u sk e tee rs .

S in ce  h is  p lay b o y  f a th e r  and u n c le , s in c e  a p p re n t ic e s h ip  f r i e n d s , 

s in c e  B tc le ,  M ussard and V e n tu re , th e r e  i s  no doubt t h a t  R ousseau was 

s t r o n g ly  a t t r a c t e d  to  t h i s  k in d  o f  row dy, h a rm le s s , "m an ly ," R en a issan ce­

l ik e  o f f - c o l o r  fu n , from  w hich o n ly  h i s  C a lv in i s t  m oral in f lu e n c e s  tu rn e d  

him a s id e .  The crowded t a b l e  a t  Mme. La S e l l e ’ s o f f e r e d  j u s t  such  Rabe­

l a i s i a n  g a ie ty  w ith o u t v u lg a r i ty  o r  e x c e s s . The d in e rs  t o l d  t h e i r  o f f ­

c o lo r  s t o r i e s  w ith o u t h av in g  re c o u rse  t o  o f f - c o l o r  language  o r o v e r ly -  

c o lo r f u l  d e t a i l .  To th e  s p ic e  o f  th e  t a l e s  was added th e  b ravado  o f  

g a la n t e r i e  a t  a  ne ig h b o rh o o d  d re s s  shop whose p r e t t y  young s a l e s g i r l s  a t ­

t r a c t e d  Mme. La S e l l e ’s c l i e n t s  b e fo re  and a f t e r  d in n e r .  R ousseau would 

g la d ly  have jo in e d  in  th e  f l i r t a t i o n  had  i t  n o t been  f o r  h i s  o b s t in a te  

t i m i d i t y ,  he c o n fe s se d . As i t  w as , he l im i t e d  h i s  p le a s u re s  t o  enjoym ent 

o f  th e  B occaccian  ad v en tu re s  re c o u n te d  a t  th e  t a b l e ,  s t o r i e s  whose immoral 

p r i n c i p l e s ,  he a d m itte d , m om en tarily  seduced  him: "D 'h o n n e te s  p e rso n n es

m ises a  m al, des m aris  tro m p e s , des femmes s e d u i t e s ,  des accouchem ents 

c la n d e s t in s  e t a i e n t  l a  l e s  t e x t e s  l e s  p lu s  o r d i n a i r e s , e t  c e lu i  q u i p e u p la i t  

l e  mieux le s  e n fa n ts  tro u v e s  e t a i t  to u jo u r s  l e  p lu s  a p p la u d i . "•L

F o r th e  tim e  b e in g , R ousseau so u g h t ap p lau se  e lse w h e re . He to y e d  w ith  

th e  id e a  o f  a " f ly in g  m ach in e ,"  and w ro te  a  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on th e  s u b je c t ,  

e n t i t l e d  th e  New D aed e lu s . H is money-making p r o j e c t ,  o p e ra  Les Muses 

g a la n te s  . co m p le ted , he t r i e d  t o  o b ta in  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  w ea lth y  maecena 

A le x an d re -Je an -Jo se p h  Le R iche de La P o u p l in ie r e ,  th ro u g h  an a p p ea l t o  th e

•'•Ibid. , p p . 3U3-U. The f a c t  t h a t  R ousseau s t r e s s e d  t h i s  s e d u c tiv e  in ­
f lu e n c e  to  e x p la in  h is  l a t e r  a c t io n s  w ith  h is  own i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h ild re n  does 
n o t mean t h i s  in f lu e n c e  d id  n o t  a c tu a l ly  e x i s t .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  i s  q u i te  
norm al t o  see  him e n jo y in g  t h i s  h e a l t h i l y - u n in h ib i t e d  atm osphere.^ an atm os­
p h e re  t h a t  w as, a f t e r  a l l ,  r a t h e r  Genevan in  c h a r a c te r .
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s t a r  o f  Mme« de La P o u p l in ie r e 's  s a lo n . s ix ty - tw o - y e a r - o ld  com poser 

•T ean -P h ilippe  Rameau. R ousseau c a lc u la te d  t h a t  h i s  s t a t u s  els Ram eau's ad­

m ire r  and d i s c ip le  would i n t e r e s t  th e  ag in g  m u s ic ian  in  h is  own budd ing  

c a r e e r .  The a r t i s t s  he had so  f a r  met — Iy o n s f r i e n d s ,  F o n te n e l le ,  

M arivaux , D id e ro t ,  f o r  example —  a l l  had  been  u n u s u a lly  h e lp f u l .  P e r­

haps he had  been w arned about Ram eau's r e p u ta t io n  as a  v a in  and tempera^- 

m en ta l b a s ta r d  — C o lle  c a l l s  him  th e  "m ost im p o l i t e ,  v u lg a r  and u n s o c ia b le  

man o f  h is  time"'*' — and was to o  im p a t ie n t ,  o p t i m i s t i c ,  h e ro -w o rs h ip fu l 

an d , y e s ,  d e sp e ra te  t o  ta k e  n o t i c e .  At any r a t e ,  he  soon saw f o r  h im s e l f ,  

and h is  honor took  an o th e r u n f o r g e t ta b le  h u m il ia t io n .  A f te r  a  p e rfo rm an ce  

o f  e x c e rp ts  from  th e  M uses. w hich  Rameau had  r e l u c t a n t l y  a t te n d e d ,  th e  

com poser p u b l ic ly  and w ith  g r e a t  a f f e c t a t i o n  p ro c la im e d  R ousseau t o  be

w ith o u t t a l e n t  o r  t a s t e  and im p lie d  t h a t  t h e  m usic  was n o t o f  h is  own com­

p o s i t i o n  b ecau se  o f  th e  i r r e g u l a r i t y  o f  i t s  q u a l i t y ,  ad d in g  f o r  good m easure 

a  s c o r n f u l  rem ark about home-made m u s ic ia n s . O th e r l i s t e n e r s ,  s a i d  Rous­

s e a u ,  e n jo y ed  th e  o p e ra  (once a g a in  th e  p u b l ic  was on h is  s id e  as a g a in s t  

an u n ju s t  E s ta b l is h m e n t) , and a  p erfo rm ance  was a r ra n g e d  f o r  th e  Due de 

R ic h e l ie u ,  who was by th e  way Mme. de La P o u p l in ie r e ’ s lo v e r .  T h is  tim e  

Rameau r e fu s e d  t o  a t te n d .  R ic h e l ie u ,  how ever, t h r i l l e d  t h e  young com poser 

by ra v in g  abou t th e  o p e ra  and m e n tio n in g  a  p o s s ib le  p e rfo rm ance  a t  C o u rt, 

a s k in g  R ousseau to  change th e  a c t  on T asso  w hich c o u ld  n o t be p re s e n te d  

b e fo re  th e  k in g .

So R ousseau w ro te  a  new a c t ,  in  w hich he s l ip p e d  "une p a r t i e  de

l ' h i s t o i r e  de mes t a l e n t s ,  e t  de l a  j a l o u s i e  d o n t Rameau v o u la i t  b ie n  l e s

■*-Cited in  Ib id .  , p . 33U, N ote 2 .
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h o n o r e r ." 1 Then R ic h e l ie u  o b ta in e d  a  commission f o r  R ousseau  t o  r e w r i te  

a  m u s ic a l drama c a l l e d  F g te s  de R am ire . w ith  m usic by Rameau and l y r i c s  

by V o l ta i r e .  The u n s in k a b le  young m u sic ian  was in to x ic a te d  a t  th e  i d e a  o f  

" c o l l a b o r a t in g ” w ith  h is  two h e r o e s ,  and to o k  ad van tage  o f  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  

t o  t r y  t o  e n g r a t i a t e  h im s e lf  w ith  a n o th e r  re p u te d  b a s ta r d  whom he h ad  lo n g  

id o l i z e d  and s tu d ie d .  V o l ta i r e  answ ered g r a c io u s ly ;  th e  unknown com poser 

wh 0 had  a d d re sse d  him su ch  a  f l a t t e r i n g  l e t t e r  p o se d , a f t e r  a l l ,  no t h r e a t  

t o  th e  K in g 's  g lo r y ,  an d , as R ousseau l a t e r  o b se rv e d , V o l ta i r e  th o u g h t him  

a  p ro te g e  o f  th e  o m n ipo ten t R ic h e lie u .

The f a c t  o f  h a v in g  been  g iven  an o p p o r tu n ity  to  p rove  h im s e lf  and  th e  

i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  w o rk in g , in  a  s e n s e ,  w ith  th e  two b r i g h t e s t  s t a r s  o f  t h e  

young c e n tu r y ,  i n s p i r e d  R ousseau in  h is  t a s k  ( in  r e a l i t y  no more th a n  an 

o rd in a ry  g h o s t - w r i t in g  a s s ig n m e n t) , h o p ing  to  fo rc e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  h i s  

t a l e n t  and ta k e  th e  c a p i t a l  by s to rm . At r e h e a r s a l ,  how ever, w hich  Rameau 

h a d  a g a in  d is d a in e d  a t t e n d in g ,  Mme.de La P o u p lin ie re  a s to n is h e d  t h e  am­

b i t i o u s  young man by ta k in g  h e r  e ld e r ly  p r o te g e 's  s id e  and s y s te m a t ic a l l y  

c r i t i c i z i n g  R o u sseau 's  w ork , sen d in g  him back to  r e v i s e  s e v e r a l  p a s s a g e s .  

(She had p re v io u s ly  c r i t i c i z e d  th e  Muses and a d v ise d  R ousseau  t o  f o r g e t  

a b o u t h is  o p e ra .)  C onfessed  R ousseau ( e x c e p t io n a l ly ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  s in c e  

he g e n e r a l ly  does n o t even a tte m p t t o  d e sc r ib e  th e  t e r r i b l e  p a in  and d is ­

o r i e n t a t i o n  fo llo w in g  b i t t e r  d is a p p o in tm e n ts ) :  "N avre d 'u n e  c o n c lu s io n

p a r e i l l e  au l i e u  des e lo g e s  que j ' a t t e n d a i s ,  e t  q u i c e r ta in e m e n t m 'e t a i e n t  

d u s , j e  r e n t r a i  chez moi l a  m ort dans l e  coeu r. J 'y  tom bai m a la d e ,

^T b id . , p . 335.



e p u ise  de f a t i g u e ,  devore de c h a g r in ,  e t  de s i x  sem aines j e  ne fu s  en e t a t  

de s o r t i r ,  Rameau t r i e d  t o  p e rsu ad e  Rousseau to  s u b s t i t u t e  th e  o v e r tu re  

t o  h is  own Muses f o r  th e  one he had  w r i t t e n  f o r  th e  F g te s . S m e llin g  a  r a t ,  

R ousseau  s tu b b o rn ly  r e f u s e d ,  and th e  drama was perform ed  unchanged , b u t 

n o t w ith o u t Ram eau's rem oving h is  and R o u sse au 's  names from  th e  program .

On December 2 2 , 17^5» th e  F S tes de Ram ire re c e iv e d  a  m ediocre  re c e p ­

t i o n  a t  c o u r t .  Soon a f te rw a r d ,  R ic h e lie u  was c a l l e d  away to  th e  a rn y , and 

R ousseau  found  h im s e lf  h e a r t s i c k ,  t i r e d ,  u n p a id  fo r  months o f  w ork on th e  

Muses and th e  F e t e s , w ith o u t p r o t e c t i o n ,  w ith o u t r e p a i r  t o  h is  h o n o r and 

h av in g  a c q u ir e d  two p o w erfu l o b s ta c le s  t o  h is  m usic c a r e e r  in  th e  p e rso n s  

o f  Rameau and Mme. de La P o u p lin ie r e .

T his was R o u sse au 's  s t a r t l i n g  i n i t i a t i o n  in to  th e  p e t t i n e s s ,  je a lo u s y  

and h o s t i l i t y  r e ig n in g  in  th e  c u l t u r a l  w o rld . "Je  n 'a i  jam a is  vu t a n t  de 

c a b a l le s  e t  d 'a n im o s i t e s ,"  he o b se rv ed . "La t e t e  m 'en to u rn e .  Vous m 'av iez  

b ie n  d i t  que c ' e t a i t  quelque  chose d 'a f f r e u x  que l e  m e tie r  d 'a u te u r .  J e  

p ren d s  co u rag e  m algre  c e l a ,  l a  fu r e u r  meme de mes ennemis m 'a  f a i t  con- 

n a i t r e  mes f o r c e s ,  sans l e u r  j a lo u s i e  j ' i g n o r e r a i s  enco re  que j e  s u is  

c ap ab le  de l u t t e r  c o n tre  eux.

Thus R ousseau  had  met " c i v i l i z a t i o n "  by e x p e r ie n c in g  th r e e  s u c c e s s iv e  

d i s i l l u s i o n s ,  th o s e  o f  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and th e  a r t i s t i c  

e s ta b l i s h m e n ts ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  and he had  r e a c te d  t o  th e s e  c r i s e s  l i k e  th e  

p h o e n ix , r i s i n g  from h is  ashed  w ith  a  renew ed , r e in v ig o r a te d ,  now v io le n t

1I b i d . , p .  337.

2C.C. I I ,  No. 137» R ousseau t o  J e a n -B a p t is te  Bouchaud Du P le s s i s  
(S ep tem ber lU , 17I+5 ) ,  p . 87 .
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d e te rm in a tio n  t o  avenge h i s  honor by th e  a c q u i s i t io n  o f  th e  p re c ed e n ce , 

th e  g lo ry  he v as  now co n v in ced  was h i s  due.

In  17^5* and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  th e  La P o u p l in ie r e  f i a s c o ,  Rousseau 

r e e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  r i v a l  Dupin s a lo n  and w ith  F r a n c u e i l ,  

t o  whom he now became q u i t e  c lo s e ly  a t ta c h e d . The two men renewed t h e i r  

s tu d y  o f  c h e m is try , w ith  R ousseau g iv in g  c h em is try  le s s o n s  on th e  s id e  in  

a  d e sp e ra te  a tte m p t t o  e a rn  a  l i v i n g .  F ra n c u e i l  was s e t t i n g  up a la b o r a ­

t o r y  in  th e  Dupin*s c h a te a u  de Chenonceaux and was p la n n in g  to  w r i te  a 

book on th e  s u b je c t  o f  h is  s tu d ie s .  Mme. Dupin had  w r i t i n g  am bitions as 

w e l l .  They ask ed  R ousseau  t o  s e rv e  them  b o th  as s e c r e ta r y  (a l th o u g h , w ith  

F r a n c u e i l ,  th e  p o s i t io n  was an e d i t i n g ,  r e s e a r c h in g ,  even g h o s t-w r it in g  

a ss ig n m e n t) . As a  c o n d i t io n  o f  h is  em ploym ent, R ousseau t a lk e d  F ra n c u e il  

i n t o  a r ra n g in g  a  ru n - th ro u g h  o f  h is  Muses g a la n te s  d u rin g  a r e h e a r s a l  o f  

th e  P a r is  O pera. F r a n c u e i l  d id  s o ,  b u t  th e  su c c e ss  was on ly  m ediocre.

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  R ousseau blam ed F r a n c u e i l ,  in  p a r t ,  

f o r  h is  o p e r a 's  la c k  o f  s u c c e s s .  " . . .  Je  v is  c la ire m e n t p a r  p lu s ie u r s  

in d ic e s  que l 'o u v r a g e  e u t - i l  e te  p a r f a i t  n 'a u r a i t  p a s  p a s s e . F ra n c u e il  

m 'a v a i t  b ie n  prom is de l e  f a i r e  r e p e t e r  m ais non p as  de le  f a i r e  r e c e v o ir .  

I I  me t i n t  exac tem en t p a r o l e . ,fl  R ousseau c o n tin u e s  w ith  th e  o b s e rv a tio n , 

" J ' a i  to u jo u r s  c ru  v o i r  dans c e t t e  o c ca s io n  e t  dans beaucoup d 'a u t r e s ,  que 

n i  l u i  n i  Mme. Dupin ne  se  s o u c ia ie n t  de me l a i s s e r  a c q u e r i r  une c e r ta in e  

r e p u ta t io n  dans l e  m onde, de p e u r  p e u t - § t r e  q u 'o n  ne supposllt en voyant

^ C o n fe ss io n s . O.C. I ,  p .  3^1.
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l e u r s  l i v r e s  q u ' i l s  a v a ie n t g r e f f e  l e u r s  t a l e n t s  s u r  l e s  m iens. "■*■ Rous­

se a u  a ls o  com plains about th e  s a la r y  th e y  p a id  him .

This i s  a  good exan p le  o f  a  s i t u a t i o n  w hich  we have a lre a d y  rem arked 

in  p a s s in g  and which w i l l  o ccu r more and m ore o f te n  in  R o u sse au 's  human 

r e l a t i o n s ,  f i n a l l y  e a rn in g  him th e  e p i t h e t s  o f  " e g o t i s t i c a l "  and " u n g ra te ­

f u l . "  Viewed on an o b je c t iv e  l e v e l ,  i t  i s  in d e e d  sh o ck in g  to  see  R ousseau 

grum ble abou t th e  two f r ie n d s  who came to  h i s  re s c u e  when he was down and 

o u t .  On a  s u b je c t iv e  l e v e l ,  how ever, human r e l a t i o n s h ip s  a re  n o t 

governed  by th e  same laws o f  r i g i d  e q u a l i ty  as a r e ,  f o r  exam ple, commer­

c i a l  c o n t r a c t s ,  and i t  must be  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  t h e  Dupins w ere r i c h  and 

i n f l u e n t i a l  and cou ld  e a s i ly  have made an e f f o r t  t o  h e lp  R ousseau so lv e  

h i s  f in a n c i a l  problem s and make h is  mark as a  w r i t e r  o r  m u s ic ia n , w ith o u t 

d is tu r b in g  t h e i r  c o n te n te d , co m fo rta b le  l i t t l e  e x is te n c e  in  any way. Both 

v iew p o in t a re  v a l i d ,  th e n ,  depending  on th e  l e v e l  from w hich th e y  a re  ap­

p ro a c h ed . T his does n o t im ply bad  f a i t h  on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  how ever, an d , in  

t h i s ,  R ousseau was wrong to  grumble (a lth o u g h  g rum bling  was so much a  p a r t  

o f  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  i t  must alw ays be ta k e n  w ith  a  g ra in  o f  s a l t ) .

The Dupins sim ply  f a i l e d  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  t a l e n t  h id d en  in  t h e i r  s t r a n g e ,  

e c c e n t r ic  f r i e n d  and "d o m e s tic ,"  and th e  d is c o m fo rt o f  h is  l i f e  had f a i l e d  

t o  make an im p ress io n  on them . They w ere , a f t e r  a l l ,  a r i s t o c r a t s  u n d er 

th e  an c ien  reg im e. (In d e e d , when R o u sse a u 's  p l i g h t  was l a t e r  b ro u g h t to  

t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ,  th e y  to o k  a c t io n  t o  im prove h is  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  and 

t o  make h is  l i f e  more p l e a s a n t . )  T h u s , th e  p re s e n c e  o f  a  s e n s i t i v e ,  t o r ­

m ented g en iu s  i s  s u f f i c i e n t ,  even in  th e  a p p a r e n t ly  m ost harm onious o f

•*~Ibid., p . 3^1. Note t h a t  th e  " p lu s ie u r s  in d ic e s "  and th e  " j ' a i  . . .  
c r u  v o ir"  ag a in  p r e f ig u r e  R o u sseau 's  l a t e r  p a ra n o id  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
" s i g n s . "



e n v iro n m e n ts , t o  cause u n re s o lv a b le  c o n f l i c t s  in  human r e l a t i o n s  ~  

u n le s s  th e  f r i e n d  p o s s e s s e s  an e x tr a o rd in a ry  sympathy o r  t a l e n t  o f  d ip lo ­

macy.

R ousseau s p e n t  th e  autumns o f  17*+5» *^6 and *i+Y*1" w ith  t h e  Dupins a t  

Chenonceaux. "On s 'a m u sa  beaucoup dans ce beau  l i e u , "  he s a i d ,  "on y 

f a i s a i t  t r e s  bonne c h e re ;  j ' y  d ev in s  g ra s  comme un m oine. On y  f i t  b eau -
Q

coup de m usique. In  P a r i s ,  he moved to  th e  D u p in s’ n e ig h b o rh o o d , f o r  

th e  sake  o f  c o n v e n ie n c e , t r a v e l i n g  a c ro ss  town t o  T h e re s e 's  L eft-B ank  

a p artm en t f o r  su p p e r " n e a r ly  ev ery  e v e n in g ."  (He and h is  m is t r e s s  d id

n o t  s h a re  th e  same l i v i n g  q u a r te r s  u n t i l  175 0 .) Work as s e c r e ta r y  to  th e

Dupins was n o t s tre n u o u s  b ecause  i t  c o n s is te d  o f  R o u sseau 's  f a v o r i t e  ac­

t i v i t i e s :  s tu d y ,  w r i t i n g  and enjoym ent o f  th e  Good L ife  — m u s ic , th e

t h e a t r e ,  good fo o d , handsome c lo th e s  and e x c e l le n t  company —  a  s a t i s f y i n g  

a p p ro x im a tio n  on a  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  l e v e l  o f  th e  " c a s t l e "  o f  h is  dream s. 

R ousseau  d id  an enormous amount o f  re a d in g  and w ork. His s tu d ie s  o f  th e  

p e r io d  were l a r g e ly  d i r e c te d  to w ard  p o l i t i c a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  s o c io lo g ic a l  

and s c i e n t i f i c  a r e a s ,  a lth o u g h  he u n d oub ted ly  re a d  every  new book p u b l is h e d , 

saw ev ery  s p e c ta c le  and d is c u s s e d  ev ery  id e a  in  th e  a i r .  Mme. D u p in 's  

w r i t i n g s ,  w hich he a s s id u o u s ly  c o p ie d , c o n s is te d  o f  a  c o l l e c t io n  o f  r a th e r  

s te r e o ty p e d  id e a s  on women, se n tim e n ts  and f r ie n d s h ip .  "On n 'a im e r a i t  

p e rso n n e  s i  on ne v o u la i t  a im er que des gens p a r f a i t s , "  she  in fo rm ed  th e

■h?here i s  some in d ic a t io n  t h a t  R ousseau may have made a  v i s i t  t o  Hol­
la n d  in  17^7. The memoires o f  a  Swedish count r e p o r t  h is  p re se n c e  t h e r e ,
and in  good s p i r i t s ;  how ever, th e  count may have co n fu sed  J e a n -Ja c q u e s  w ith  
a n o th e r  R ou sseau , th e  name b e in g  a  most common one. At any r a t e ,  no con­
c lu s iv e  p ro o f  e x i s t s  one way o r  th e  o th e r .  See L e ig h , C.C. I I ,  Appendix 
A-61+, p p . 289-90 .

^ C o n fe s s io n s . O.C. I ,  p . 3^2.
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w a it in g  w o rld ; "T ou tes l e s  f l e u r s  ne  s o n t pas des r o s e s ,"  R ousseau r e ­

se a rc h e d  around a  hundred  books f o r  p a ssa g e s  r e g a rd in g  women. W hile she  

n e v e r asked  h e r  s e c r e t a r y 's  o p in io n , he c e r t a i n l y  m e d ita te d  and m e n ta lly  

im proved upon th e  e t e r n a l  and u n iv e r s a l  s u b je c ts  o f  h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n .  

B esides th e  d i c t a t i o n  o f  Mme. D up in , R ousseau was g iv in g  e d i t o r i a l  

a s s i s t a n c e ,  p e rh ap s  even w r i t i n g  la r g e  p o r t io n s  o f  F r a n c u e i l 's  work and 

was w r i t i n g  and com posing p r o l i f i c a l l y  on h i s  own. In  l i t e r a t u r e ,  he was 

s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  become a  C la s s ic a l  Frenchm an, b u t more and more h i s  own 

e x p e r ie n c e  was c o lo r in g  h is  work.

In  th e  s p r in g  o f  17^8 , g a la n t  F r a n c u e i l  to o k  a  m i s t r e s s ,  L o u ise - 

F lo r e n c e - P e t r o n i l le  de T a rd ie u  d 'E s c la v e l l e s  d 'E p in a y , tw e n ty - tw o , w ife  

o f  a  p h i la n d e r in g  F erm ier G en era l. R ousseau met h e r  and sh e  charmed him. 

Thin and p la in  b u t w ith  l a r g e ,  l im p id ,  e x p re s s iv e  e y e s ,  more th a n  a  to u ch  

p re c ie u s e  and s im p e rin g , young L ou ise  d 'E p in a y  la c k e d  th e  e n d e a r in g  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  a  R ousseauesque lo v e -g o d d e ss  b u t  had  o u ts ta n d in g  p e rs o n a l  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  h e r  own — g e n t le n e s s ,  te n d e r - h e a r t e d n e s s ,  w it  and t a l e n t  — 

t h a t  more th a n  made up f o r  h e r  la c k  o f  b e a u ty . She s h a re d  R o u sseau 's  and 

F r a n c u e i l 's  p a s s io n  fo r  m usic . R ousseau o f te n  supped w ith  h e r  and h e r  

d ash in g  young lo v e r ,  and on one o c c a s io n  she i n v i t e d  him t o  jo in  h e r  

g u e s ts  a t  a p a r ty  in  h e r  c h a te a u , La C h e v r e t te , where he was a c tu a l ly  

g iven  a  r o le  in  a  p la y  ( o f  co u rse  he was u n ab le  t o  d e l iv e r  h i s  l i n e s ) .  

Rousseau a p p a re n tly  f a i l e d  t o  sen se  b e n e a th  Mme. d 'E p in a y 's  som etim es- 

fo rc e d  g a ie ty  a  n e rv o u s , weak and m elancho ly  co eu r s e n s ib le  and a  g re a t  

v o id  she was t r y i n g  t o  f i l l  w ith  a l l  th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  b u s t l e  and t h r i l l  

h e r  p o s i t io n  in  s o c ie ty  co u ld  p ro c u re  f o r  h e r .  F r a n c u e i l 's  w ife  was 

a n o th e r  u n f u l f i l l e d ,  u n a t t r a c t i v e  p o o r - l i t t l e - r i c h - g i r l  n e g le c te d  by
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h e r  husband . R ousseau i s  p roud  o f  th e  way he conducted  h im s e lf  as 

s im u lta n eo u s  c o n f id e n t o f  each  member o f  th e  t r i a n g l e ,  f a i t h f u l  t o  h i s  

f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  e a c h , n o t ta k in g  s id e s  w ith  any.'*'

T h is ve ry  heavy s o c i a l  and work program  d i s t r a c t e d  R ousseau from  o th e r  

c o n c e rn s . He was so s h o r t  o f  money ( h is  expenses were h ig h ) t h a t ,  when h is  

f a t h e r  d ie d  in  17^7» a l l  he co u ld  th in k  o f  was th e  p rocurem ent o f  h i s  

b r o t h e r 's  p o r t io n  o f  th e  m a te rn a l in h e r i t a n c e .  He n e g le c te d  h is  o ld  p ro ­

v i n c i a l  f r ie n d s  and even Mme. de W arens, who was a lre a d y  w e ll  on th e  way 

t o  becom ing "poo r Mama." Reduced to  e x p e d ie n ts ,  she had in d u lg e d  in  more 

o f  h e r  b ig -b u s in e s s  v e n tu re s  w hich w ere now in  th e  p ro c e ss  o f  ru in in g  h e r  

f i n a n c i a l l y  and m o ra lly  as she tu rn e d  t o  crooked  d e a ls .  Her l e t t e r s  w ere 

no lo n g e r  welcome t o  R ousseau , s in c e  th e y  gave w itn e s s  t o  h e r  "deg en era^  

t i o n . "  "T ou tes se s  l e t t r e s  se  s e n ta i e n t  de s a  d S tr e s s e . E l le  m 'e n v o y a it 

des t a s  de r e c e t t e s  e t  de s e c r e t s  dont e l l e  p r e te n d a i t  que j e  f i s s e  ma 

fo r tu n e  e t  l a  s ie n n e . D eja  l e  se n tim e n t de s a  m ise re  l u i  r e s s e r r a i t  le  

c o eu r e t  l u i  r e t r e c i s s a i t  l ' e s p r i t , " ^  F i r s t  th e  example o f  h is  "p o o r 

f a t h e r , "  and now Mme. de W arens' "m etam orphosis" d em o n stra ted  to  R ousseau  

— and he was a l e r t  enough t o  r e c e iv e  th e  m essage — t h a t  Time devours 

e v e ry th in g  and th a t  n o th in g  on e a r th  i s  p e rm an en t, som ething  he had un­

d o u b te d ly  h e a rd  a t  ch u rch  a s  a  boy in  Geneva.

. . .  Dans des r e l a t i o n s  o rag eu ses  e n t r e  t r o i s  p e rso n n es  que j ' a v a i s  
a  m enager, don t j e  d ep en d a is  en que lque  s o r t e ,  e t  po u r qui j 'a v a i s  de l ' a t -  
ta c h e m e n t, j e  c o n se rv a i j u s q u 'a  l a  f i n ,  l e u r  a m it iS , l e u r  e s tim e , l e u r  con- 
f i a n c e ,  en me c o n d u isa n t avec douceur e t  com plaisance  mais to u jo u r s  avec 
d r o i tu r e  e t  fe rm e t£ ."  I b i d . , p .  3k6,  R o u sseau 's  p r id e  a t  an u n fo r tu n a te  b u t 
n o n e th e le s s  common human r e l a t i o n s  s i t u a t i o n  shows how very  seldom  he was 
a b le  t o  s u rv iv e  in  any b u t  th e  m ost harm onious o f  en v iro n m en ts . A norm al 
p e rso n  w ould p ro b a b ly  n o t  even have ta k e n  n o t ic e  o f  t h i s  " s u c c e s s ."

2I b i d . , p . 339.
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He s e n t  h is  fo rm er b e n e f a c t r e s s  a  l i t t l e ,  v e ry  l i t t l e  money. His 

known l e t t e r s  to  h e r  a re  f i l l e d  w ith  h is  own co m p la in ts  — h e a l t h ,  

p o v e r ty , m isery  ~  w hich we see  as ex cu ses  o r  p r e te x t s  f o r  h is  la c k  o f  

g e n e ro s i ty . Nor d id  he c o n fid e  in  h e r  any lo n g e r . I t  was o f te n  Conzie 

who a d v ise d  h e r  o f  R o u sseau 's  a c t i v i t i e s .

Mama was n o t w rong t o  e x p e c t f i n a n c i a l  a s s is ta n c e  from R ousseau , n o t 

only  in  view o f  h i s  l i m i t l e s s  o b l ig a t io n s  t o  h e r  b u t b a se d  on th e  f a c t  t h a t  

h e r  economic w e lfa re  was th e  o s t e n s ib le  "p u rp o se"  o f  h is  b e in g  in  P a r i s .  

R oussoau, on th e  o th e r  h a n d , was n o t wrong t o  r e fu s e  i t .  "Le peu  que j e  

l u i  envoyai f u t  l a  p r o ie  des f r ip o n s  q u i l 'o b s e d a i e n t ,  E l le  ne p r o f i t a  

de r i e n .  C ela  me d eg o tlta  de p a r t a g e r  mon n e c e s s a i r e  avec ces m is£ ra b le s  

. . .  m1 N o n e th e le s s , and in  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o r r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  

depending on th e  l i g h t  in  w hich i t  i s  v iew ed , a  " c i v i l i z e d "  R ousseau was 

s lo w ly  and in s e n s ib ly  am assing  an im p re s s iv e  s to c k  o f  human r e l a t i o n s  

s in s  o f  o m iss io n , as he p u rsu ed  h is  p e r s o n a l  am b itio n  w ith  th e  a rd o r  

k in d le d  by h is  f r u s t r a t i o n s  and h u m il ia t io n s .

O ther " fa m ily "  o b l ig a t io n s  w ere n e g le c te d  by R ousseau a t  t h i s  tim e . 

T herese had begun m a ss-p ro d u c in g  l i t t l e  L e v a ss e u rs . A f i r s t  c h i ld  was 

b o m  in  th e  w in te r  o f  1 7 ^6 , a n o th e r  in  D ecem ber, 17^8 , s t i l l  a n o th e r  in  

1751. Two m ore, a c c o rd in g  t o  R o u sseau , found  thepLr way in to  th e  w o rld . 

W hether th ey  w ere c o n ce iv e d  by R ousseau o r  some nam eless c o n q u is ta d o r  i s
p

a s e c r e t  sh a re d  o n ly  by God and th e  c o m p la isa n t d e m o ise lle  L ev asseu r 

— b u t th e  c h i l d r e n 's  a c tu a l  p a t e r n i t y  m a tte rs  l i t t l e ,  s in c e  R ousseau , as

1I b i d . , pp . 339-kO.

Cf. " . . .  J e  s u i s  s t ir  d 'S t r e  l e  s e u l  [homme] q u 'e l l e  a i t  v e r i t a b l e -  
ment a im e, e t  se s  t r a n q u i l l e s  sen s  ne l u i  en o n t guere  demande d 'a u t r e s  . . .  " 
I b i d . ,  p . 1*15. ( i t a l i c s  m in e .)
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t h e  p e rso n  who d is p o se d  o f  them , h o ld s  th e  m oral r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  

d i s p o s i t i o n .  As each  baby was b o rn , he  h ad  i t  d e p o s ite d  in  th e  F ou n d lin g  

Home. He n e v e r  saw any o f  them. Old Mme. L ev asseu r re g a rd e d  th e  p ro c e d u re  

w ith  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  R o u sseau  r e p o r t s ,  and  T h e re s e , as was h e r  custom , w ept 

b u t  gave in  w ith o u t a  s t r u g g le .

I t  i s  a s to n is h in g  t o  see  how e a s i ly  R ousseau  to o k  t h e  d e c is io n  to  

g iv e  away th e  c h i ld r e n ,  even th e  l a s t ,  who a r r iv e d  d u r in g  h is  " re fo rm ,"

" J e  m'y d e te rm in a i g a i l la r d e m e n t , sans l e  m oindre s c ru p u le  . . .  he con­

f e s s e d .  In  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  p a th o lo g ic a l  i n a b i l i t y  t o  ta k e  d e c is io n s  p e r ­

t a i n i n g  t o  p o s i t iv e  a c t i o n ,  we can o n ly  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s ,  from  h i s  p o in t  o f  

v iew , as a  n e g a tiv e  a c t i o n ,  the .-avo idance  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  D id he 

r e a l i z e  t h a t  he may have  th u s  s e n t  h is  c h i ld r e n  t o  t h e i r  d e a th ,  o r  t o  a 

f a t e  w orse th a n  d ea th ?  D id he th in k  he  c o u ld  s im p ly  w alk  away from h i s  

o b l ig a t io n  in  th e  same f i n a l  manner and w ith  th e  same r e l a t i v e  im pun ity  

as he had w alked  away from  th e  g a tes  o f  Geneva? He o f f e r s  v a r io u s  j u s t i f i ­

c a t io n s  , most o f  w hich  sound a  so u r n o te  ~  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  conver­

s a t i o n  a t  Mme. La S e l l e ' s ,  concern fo r  T h e re s e 's  r e p u t a t i o n ,  t h e  in f lu e n c e  

o f  P l a t o ’s R e p u b lic , o f  P a r i s i a n  im m o ra li ty , o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n 's  s o c i a l  

i n e q u a l i t y , , .  Only one excuse  r in g s  t r u e :  bo th  R o u sse au 's  and  T h e re s e 's

in c a p a c i ty  t o  b r in g  up c h i ld r e n .  The b a b ie s  w ould have  f a l l e n  under th e  

p e rn ic io u s  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  L evasseur fa m ily  and d ev e lo p ed  i n t o  m o n s te rs . 

Even ad o p ted  by an a r i s t o c r a t ,  th e  c h i ld r e n  w ould n o t have been  " R o u sse a u 's ,"  

y e t  t h e i r  c a re  and u p b r in g in g  would have made R ousseau  u n c o n d i t io n a l ly  

com m itted  t o  them  and t o  t h e i r  ad o p tiv e  p a r e n t s .  In d e e d , one s e e s  h i s

1I b i d . .  p .
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p o in t. ' However, th e  p a r t i e s  in v o lv e d  w ere t i n y  c r e a tu r e s  u n ab le  t o  fend  

f o r  th e m se lv e s , and no man has th e  m oral r i g h t  - -  a c c o rd in g  t o  R o usseau 's  

own "system " — t o  a b d ic a te  th e  l i f e  and freedom  o f  a n o th e r  human b e in g . 

Thus th e  case  i s  c lo s e d .

W hatever judgm ent we b r in g  to  t h i s  a c t io n  i s  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  s tu d y  

and w i l l  n o t change h i s t o r y .  The im p o rta n t th in g  t o  remember i s  t h a t  

R ousseau a c te d ,  h e r e ,  as on many p re v io u s  o c c a s io n s , by a  r e f l e x  a c t io n  

d e s t in e d  t o  p re s e rv e  h is  p e r s o n a l  freedom  - -  an e g o t i s t i c a l  i n s t i n c t ,  y e s ,  

b u t an i n s t i n c t  h a v in g  i t s  r o o ts  in  h i s  im p re s s iv e  g en iu s  and s in g u la r  

c h a r a c te r  — and th e n  t r i e d  t o  J u s t i f y  h is  a c t io n  w ith  " r e a s o n s ,"  reaso n s  

w hich s a t i s f i e d  h i s  m ind, f o r  th e  tim e b e in g , b u t n e v e r  h i s  c o n sc ie n ce .

T h is tim e i t  i s  R ousseau  who i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  " o b je c t iv e ly "  b u t blam eworthy 

" s u b je c t iv e ly ."

In  17^+9* R ousseau s e rv e d  as s e c r e ta r y  t o  C laude D up in , th e n  composing 

a  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  M o n te sq u ie u 's  S p i r i t  o f  th e  Laws. The same y e a r ,  l e s s  

th a n  s ix  months b e fo re  th e  " i l lu m in a t io n "  t h a t  was to  change th e  d i r e c t io n  

o f  h is  l i f e ,  R ousseau r e l u c t a n t l y  b u t w i l l i n g l y  a c c e p te d  th e  D upins ' 

o f f e r  t h a t  he s e r v e  as a  k in d  o f  m en to r to  t h e i r  s o o n - to -b e -m a rr ie d  

n in e te e n - y e a r - o ld  so n , Jacques-A rm and Dupin de Chenonceaux — th e  same 

s p o i le d  c h i ld  R ousseau had  c a re d  f o r  s ix  y e a r s  b e fo re  —  on th e  c o n d itio n  

t h a t  young Chenonceaux a g re e  t o  th e  a rra n g em en t, p ro m is in g  t o  co n tin u e  

in  h is  " f ra n k "  and  " u p r ig h t"  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  th e  b o y , t e l l i n g  him " th e  

t r u t h  w ith o u t b i t t e r n e s s  and w ith o u t f l a t t e r y . "  (Chenonceaux needed t h i s  

s o r t  o f  t r e a tm e n t ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  h i s  d e fe c ts  h av in g  a g g ra v a te d  w ith  a g e .)
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The change in  p o s i t io n  does n o t ,  how ever, seem to  have ta k e n  p la c e .

A f te r  C henonceaux 's m a rria g e  t o  n in e te e n - y e a r - o ld  L o u ise -A le x a n d rin e -  

J u l i e  de R o ch o u a rt, R ousseau r e f e r r e d  to  h im s e lf  as "one o f  M. D u p in 's  

s c r i b e s . "

The h ig h -b o rn  new Mme. de Chenonceaux f a i l e d  t o  b e f r ie n d  h e r  

glam orous new m o th e r- in - la w  and, av o id ed  th e  Dupin s a lo n , te n d in g  to  

rem ain  a lo n e  in  h e r  s u i t e  o f  rooms. R ousseau gave h e r  m athem atics l e s ­

sons and f e l l  in  lo v e  w ith  h e r  young b e a u ty , h e r  c o n v e rs a t io n  ( s u r p r i s in g ly  

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  he s a id ,  f o r  a  g i r l  j u s t  o u t o f  th e  co nven t) and h e r  p e n s iv e ,  

o th e r -w o r ld ly  charm. "Son t e i n t  S t a i t  d 'u n e  b la n c h e u r  S b lo u is s a n te ; s a  

t a i l l e  e u t e te  grande e t  b e l l e  s i  e l l e  se  f u t  m ieux te n u e .  Ses cheveux 

d 'u n  b lo n d  cend re  e t  d 'u n e  b e a u te  peu  commune, me r a p p e l l a i e n t  ceux de 

ma p au v re  Maman dans son b e l  §,ge, e t  m 'a g i t a i e n t  v ivem ent l e  c o e u r ." '1’

Even h e r  " e x i le "  c o n tr ib u te d  to  h is  a t t r a c t i o n  "by t h a t  n a t u r a l  le a n in g  

t h a t  a t t r a c t s  me t o  th e  u n f o r tu n a te ."  However, coming a f t e r  R o u sse au 's  

" i l lu m in a t io n ,"  th e s e  se n tim e n ts  co u ld  n o t a cc o rd  w ith  h is  new image and 

he fo u n d , f o r  o n c e , th e  m ora l courage t o  r e s i s t  m aking a  d e c la r a t io n  —  

and a  f o o l  o f  h im s e lf .

On J u ly  9* 1750, R o u sseau 's  D isco u rse  on th e  S c ie n ce s  and th e  A rts  

won f i r s t  p r i z e  in  th e  c o m p e titio n  sp o n so red  by th e  D ijo n  Academy, and 

he was su d d en ly  sk y ro c k e te d  t o  a  fame o f  w hich o ld  Mme. L ev asseu r to o k  

ad v an tage  t o  ta k e  h e r  p re g n a n t d a u g h te r  b eg g in g  b e h in d  R o u sse au 's  back  

a t  Mme. D u p in 's  and e lse w h e re . Perhaps in  consequence o f  h i s  fam e,

1I b i d . , p .  359.



p erh ap s due t o  th e  L ev asseu r m e n d ic ity , F ra n c u e i l  sudden ly  o f f e re d  

R ousseau th e  l u c r a t i v e  p o s i t io n  as h i s  c a s h ie r  (he was R eceveur G enera l 

des F in a n c e s ) ,1 C le a r ly  t h i s  was th e  wrong man f o r  th e  jo b ,  ("Ne me 

f e l i c i t e z  , , .  p o in t  de ma f o r tu n e ,"  he w ro te  Mme. de C req u i; " c a r  

jam a is  j e  ne fus s i  m ise ra b le  que d ep u is  que j e  s u is  r i c h e , "  ) He d is ­

l ik e d  i t ,  f e l t  u n ab le  t o  p e rfo rm  i t s  d u t ie s  an d , d u rin g  a  w eek 's  absence 

o f  F r a n c u e i l ,  was n e a r ly  f r a n t i c  w ith  a n x ie ty  caused  by th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  

o f  g u a rd in g  th e  money. He r e s ig n e d  t o  become a  p o o r b u t in d ep en d en t 

m usic c o p y is t ,  jo y o u s ly  e x c la im in g : " . . .  J ' e t a i s  m&lade e t  p a re s se u x .

A u jo u rd 'h u i que j e  s u is  m alad e , p a re s s e u x  e t  l i b r e ; a u jo u rd 'h u i  que je  

me fous de to u s  vous a u tr e s  gens de c o u r ,  a u jo u rd 'h u i  que to u s  l e s  r o i s  

de l a  t e r r e  avec t o u te  l e u r  m orgue, to u s  l e u r s  t i t r e s  e t  to u t  l e u r  o r  

ne me f e r a i e n t  p as  f a i r e  ion p as  . . .  " B u t, th e n ,  by t h i s  tim e  R ousseau 

had a ch ie v e d  th e  o b je c t  o f  h i s  f e v e r i s h  q u e s t ,  th e  g lo ry  n e c e s sa ry  to  

n o u r is h  h i s  sen se  o f  p e r s o n a l  h o n o r. H is days o f  "m isery "  w ere o v e r a t  

l a s t .  In d e e d , f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  in  h is  l i f e ,  R ousseau co u ld  now tu rn  

h is  back  on am b itio n  and d ev o te  h im s e lf  t o  th e  s e a rc h  f o r  f u l f i l lm e n t  

in  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  h is  o ld  b u t  e v e r - p r e s e n t  c a s t le - d r e a m .. .  somehow, 

som ew here.. .

1Mme. Dupin and F r a n c u e i l  a ls o  d o n a ted  some f u r n i tu r e  when R ousseau
and T h erese  s e t  up h o u sek e e p in g , an d , when R ousseau f e l l  i l l  in  1750,
she s e n t  a  famous d o c to r  t o  exam ine him .

2C.C. I I .  No. 180 (Summer, 1752 ? ) ,  p . 195.

3c.C . I I ,  No. 181+, R ousseau to  P ie r r e  J e l y o t t e  (?)(N ovem ber, 1752 ? ) ,
p . 200.
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CONCLUSION

" . . .  J e  fu s  ami s i  Jam ais 
homme le  f u t  . . .  u l

In  th e  b e g in n in g , th e r e  was Prim ary S e l f - I n t e r e s t s  th e  "M oi," 

f i r s t  u t te r a n c e  o f  R o u sseau 's  G a la th e a .^  Thens "Ce n ' e s t  p lu s  moi'1̂ - -  

th e  O th e r , th e  lo v e ly  o n e 's  second d is c o v e ry , u n t i l ,  w ith  P y g m alio n 's  

d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  lo v e ,  she s ig h s ,  "Ah.' en co re  m o i , a n d  C o l le c t iv e  S e l f -  

I n t e r e s t ,  t h e  p r in c ip l e  o f  lo v e  and f r i e n d s h ip ,  was b o m . But Pygm alion 

i s  on ly  a  f a i r y  t a l e .  L ife  i t s e l f  p re s e n ts  a  t h i r d ,  d a rk e r  p r in c ip l e  o f  

human r e l a t i o n s ,  th e  C om petitive  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  w h ic h , o p p o sin g  th e  p r in c ip l e  

o f  s e l f - e x p a n s io n ,  le a d s  th e  in d iv id u a l  t o  seek  h i s  own honor o r  p re c e ­

dence a t  th e  expense o f  o th e r s .

R ousseau a c u te ly  f e l t  w ith in  h im s e lf  th e s e  t h r e e  p r in c ip l e s  o f  human 

b e h a v io r . In  h is  p e rs o n a l  e v o lu t io n ,  c o rre sp o n d in g  t o  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  

man as he en v isa g e d  i t  f o r  use  in  h is  m oral sy s te m , th e  p r in c ip l e  o f  

P rim ary  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  was th e  only  one o p e ra t iv e  d u r in g  h is  in fa n c y , in  

wh ic h  p u re  s u r v iv a l  was h is  f i r s t  co n cern . However, R ousseau  f e l t  he had 

p re c o c io u s ly  become aware o f  th e  two e n su in g  p r i n c i p l e s .  (Modern psy­

chology w ould , on th e  c o n tr a r y ,  see them  as d e v e lo p in g  in  t h e i r  p ro p e r

^ C o n fe ss io n s . 0 . C. I ,  p . 10l*.

^P ygm alion . O.C. I I ,  p . 1230.

3I b i d . , p .  1230.

^ I b i d . , p .  1231.



326

t im e , b u t  v i t h  u n u su a l i n t e n s i t y . )

R ou3seau '3  sen se  o f  C o m p etitiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  seems t o  have been  over­

w helm ingly  in f lu e n c e d ,  b o th  d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y ,  by h i s  r e l a t io n s h ip  

w ith  h is  f a t h e r .  The b o y 's  n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  t o  i m i t a t e ,  c h a lle n g e  and 

ev e n tu a l ly  r e p la c e  th e  f a t h e r - f i g u r e ,  w as-m o d ified  by an ag a in  n a tu r a l  

se n se  o f  r i v a l r y  w ith  h i s  b r o th e r .  These norm al f e e l i n g s ,  how ever, w ere 

i n t e n s i f i e d  by R o u sseau 's  s in g u la r  c h a r a c te r ,  and by h is  e a r ly  re a d in g  

w hich th e  f a th e r  en co u rag ed . In  t h i s  r e a d in g , th e  concep t o f  in d iv id u a l  

h e ro ism  was acco rd ed  overw helm ing v a lu e . Genevan in f lu e n c e s  a ls o  p la c e d  

heavy s t r e s s  on h e ro ism , b o th  r e l ig io u s  and p a t r i o t i c ,  b u t t h e i r s  was o f  

a c o l l e c t i v e  r a th e r  th a n  in d iv id u a l  n a tu r e .  In d e e d , th e  r e p u b l i c 's  i d e a l ,  

and th e  l i f e - s t y l e  w hich R o u sse au 's  fam ily  in te n d e d  f o r  h im , was one o f  

p u re  m e d io c r i ty . The s to ry -b o o k  h e ro ic s  were no more t o  be tra n s p o s e d

in to  ev ery d ay  l i f e  th a n  was th e  C a lv in is t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  sex  w ith
✓

s in .'

Yet R ousseau  to o k  h is  e a r ly  m oral e d u c a tio n  w ith  d ead ly  s e r io u s n e s s  

and sp e n t h i s  l i f e  t r y i n g  t o  ap p ly  i t .  He would spend th e  f i r s t  h a l f  in  

p u r s u i t  o f  p e r s o n a l  g lo r y ,  th e  second  in  d e fe n se  o f  i t ,  w ith  a  hunger 

t h a t  can a g a in  be t r a c e d  b ack  t o  h is  f a t h e r 's  in f lu e n c e .  For I s a a c  

R o u sse au 's  c a p r ic io u s n e s s  and e c c e n t r i c i t y ,  th e  c o n s ta n t metam orphoses 

in  d i r e c t i o n  and i n t e n s i t y  o f  h is  em o tio n a l a t t i t u d e s , gave h is  son very  

e a r ly  in  l i f e  b o th  an u n u su a l dependency on th e  p a r e n t - f i g u r e s ' a f f e c t io n  

and a p p ro v a l ,  and a  f e e l in g  o f  in s e c u r i t y  o r  a n x ie ty  w ith  w hich he was 

p o w e rle ss  t o  cope. The b o y 's  e v e n tu a l  r e j e c t i o n  by h is  f a th e r  developed  

i n t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  r e a l  o r  f e a re d  r e j e c t i o n s  by v a rio u s  p a r e n t - f i g u r e s , 

d e v e lo p in g  i n to  r e j e c t i o n s  by v a r io u s  g e n e ra l  a sp e c ts  o f  s o c ie ty  and came
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even t o  be  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  R o u sse a u 's  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  Hod.

Y e t, w ith  each renew ed r e j e c t i o n ,  th e  f e e l in g  o f  "m isery" o r  f r u s t r a t e d  

d e s i r e ,  th e  n eed  f o r  revenge i n  th e  form  o f  h e ig h te n e d  a f f e c t io n  an d  

aP p ro v a l, g r e a t e r  p re c e d e n c e , b r i g h t e r  g lo r y ,  grew  u n t i l  —  as he moved 

tow ard  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and th e  sym bols o f  s t a t u s  became more and more ap­

p a re n t  — R o u sseau 's  sen se  o f  C o m p e titiv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  became an o b se s ­

s io n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  honor.

At th e  same t im e ,  a f f e c t io n a te - R o u s s e a u ,  w eak -a n d -p a ss iv e -R o u sse a u , 

th e  Rousseau o f  Aunt S uzanne, was as s t r o n g ly  moved to w ard  th e  p r i n c i p l e  

o f  C o lle c t iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t .  T h is  p r i n c i p l e ,  in  h is  e x p e r ie n c e , te n d e d  

t o  ta k e  two s e p a r a te  d i r e c t i o n s .  He su c c e e d e d , w ith  ch ild h o o d  f r i e n d  

Abraham B e rn a rd , in  a c h ie v in g  a  s t a t e  o f  " u n iso n "  t h a t  he was to  a t t a i n ,  

a t  one tim e o r  a n o th e r ,  w ith  num erous male f r i e n d s  th ro u g h o u t h is  l i f e .  

W ith Mme. de W arens, and w ith  h e r  a lo n e ,  R ousseau  had th e  im p re ss io n  o f  

h av in g  a c h ie v e d , f o r  a  p e r io d ,  a  more in t im a te  C o l le c t iv e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  

b on d , w hich he te rm ed  " u n io n ."  T h is t i e ,  b a se d  on what R ousseau saw as 

a n a tu r a l  "sym pathy o f  th e  h e a r t s "  o r  " so u ls ',’" was o f  b o th  a  s p i r i t u a l  

and a  s e n s u a l n a t u r e ,  b u t i t s  s e n s u a l i t y  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  th e  i n f a n t i l e  

l e v e l .  A f te r  Mme. de W arens' " c h a n g e ,"  R ousseau  was t o  t r y  t o  r e c a p tu r e  

t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  v a r io u s  a r i s t o c r a t i c  women hav ing  w hat m ight b e  

te rm ed  a " m a te rn a l"  a t t r a c t i o n ,  b u t ,  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  he was l e d  to  s e t t l e  

f o r  a  " f r ie n d s h ip  s u b s t i t u t e "  in  th e  p e rso n  o f  lo w e r - c la s s ,  v u lg a r ,  r e ­

ta r d e d  T herese  L e v a sse u r , who became h i s  m i s t r e s s .

S p i r i t u a l  lo v e  was a  c o n ce p t R ousseau  had le a r n e d  in  h i s  e a r ly  

i d e a l i s t i c  r e a d in g ,  and he h ad  sen sed  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  acco rd  b o th  w ith
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th e  co n cep t o f  honor and th a t  o f  s e l f - e x p a n s io n , f o r  th e  lo v e rs  in  th e  

i d e a l i s t i c  novels on which he p a t te rn e d  h i s  a f f e c t iv e  e x is te n c e  n o t o n ly  

d e riv e d  an e x q u is i te  p le a su re  from  t h e i r  em otions b u t w ere  r a i s e d ,  by 

t h e i r  v a r io u s  m e r i ts  o f  c h a r a c te r  ( in c lu d in g  an a cu te  s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  th e  

h e a r t  t h a t  p e rm it te d  them to  p a r ta k e  o f su ch  d iv in e  s e n tim e n ts )  to  th e  

le v e l  o f  a  p r iv i l e g e d  e l i t e .  R o u sseau 's  p s y c h o lo g ic a l n e e d s , th e  f e e l in g  

o f  p e r s o n a l  g u i l t  an d  u n w o rth in ess  th a t  h a u n te d  him  from th e  tim e  o f  h i s  

e a r ly  r e l a t io n s h ip  w i th  h is  f a t h e r ,  le d  him  t o  t r a n s p o s e  t h i s  somewhat 

e th e r e a l  concept t o  t h e  le v e l  o f  r e a l i t y  in  an a ttem p t t o  r a i s e  and r e p a i r  

h is  b a t t e r e d  s e lf - im a g e . His e a r ly  f r ie n d s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e  shows him se e k in g  

to  i d e n t i f y  only w i th  persons in  some way above h is  own s t a t i o n . '1' Some­

tim es t h e s e  were a r i s t o c r a t s  (su c h  as Mme. de W arens, h i s  s e r i e s  o f  

b lu s h in g  d e m o is e l le s . th e  C -ouvon-B reils, C onzie , th e  M ablys and th e  

D u p in s) , sometimes c h a r is m a tic  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  (such as B a d e ,  d 'A ubonne, 

V enture and  th e  A rch im an d rite  o f  Je ru sa lem ) , sometimes p e rso n s  h av in g  

t a l e n t s  o r  knowledge he co v e ted  (su ch  as t h e  m u s ic ia n - f r ie n d s  o f  Chambery, 

th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f r i e n d s  o f  S av o y , th e  a r t i s t i c  f r ie n d s  o f  Iyons and th e  

bons v iv a n ts  o f V e n ic e ) ,  som etim es p erso n s he adm iied f o r  s u p e r io r  q u a l i -

•^-Rousseau a lso  e x h ib i te d  a  c e r t a in  "m en to r"  o r  " te a c h e r "  ten d en cy  
to  p lay  t h e  ro le  o f  b ig - b r o th e r  t o  th ose  w eaker th a n  h im s e l f ,  b u t  th e s e  
a tte m p te d  r e l a t io n s h ip s  (so  f a r  u n s u c c e s s fu l ,  by th e  way) w ere n o t 
f r ie n d s h ip s  in  th e  t r u e  sen se . A lthough he would p ro b a b ly  have seen  
them as m a n if e s ta t io n s  o f  a c h a r i t a b l e  C h r is t ia n  b r o th e r ly - lo v e , th ey  
appear t o  th e  modern re a d e r  m ore as th e  r e s u l t  o f  R o u sse a u 's  ten d en cy  
t o  i d e n t i f y  w ith  t h e  weak or u n derdog  and th e  e x p re ss io n  o f  h is  norm al 
need  t o  dom inate o r  f e e l  s u p e r io r  t o  some o th e r  human b e in g .

On t h e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  "above" him  w ith  whom R ousseau 
i d e n t i f i e d  g re a tly  in f lu e n c e d  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and p e r s o n a l i t y  d ev e lo p ­
m ent, j u s t  as J u l i e  was to  s e rv e  as a  model t o  which th o s e  a t  C la ren s  
cou ld  o r i e n t  and r a i s e  th e m se lv e s .



329

t i e s  o f  c h a r a c te r  ( th e  abbes Gaime and G & tier and C laude A n e t) , r e a l -  

l i f e  h e ro e s  (such  as V o l ta i r e  and Rameau) and h e ro e s  o f  leg en d  o r  h i s to r y  

(such  a s  J e s u s ,  S o c r a te s ,  M en to r, an H o ra tia n  s a g e . C le v e la n d , Robinson 

C ru so e).

Thus we f in d  a l l  th r e e  huAan r e l a t i o n s  p r in c ip le s  a c t iv e  in  th e  S in g le  

C a s t le ,  dream o f  R o u sse au 's  l i f e t i m e  and h is  image o f  p e rs o n a l  f u l f i l l m e n t ,  

where a  d iv e r s i ty  o f  c r e a tu r e  co m fo rts  and th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an in d iv id u a l ,  

indep en d en t ex is ten ce* 1- Jo in s  w ith  a  v a r ie ty  o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s e l f -
p

e x p an s io n , whose n e c e s sa ry  i n t e r n a l  harmony and e q u a l i ty  does n o t p re ­

c lude th e  p r in c ip le  o f  honor in h e r e n t  in  th e  very  a r i s t o c r a t i c  n a tu re  o f  

th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .

R ousseau’s l i f e  in  p u r s u i t  o f  h is  c a s t le -d re a m  c a r r i e d  him f u r th e r  

and f u r th e r  away from i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  l a r g e ly  th ro u g h  th e  ex ce sse s  o f  

h is  c h a r a c te r .  Compromise was n o t  a  w ord in  h is  v o cab u la ry  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  

and , w i th  Genevan in t r a n s ig e a n c e , he  r e fu s e d  to  a l t e r  h is  dream to  con­

form t o  n e c e s s i ty ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  do w i th o u t ,  r a th e r  th a n  s e t t l i n g  fo r  

m e d io c r ity . O r, he would so  i d e a l i z e  th e  o b je c t  o f  h is  a f f e c t i o n ,  u n a b le , 

fo r  v a r io u s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  r e a s o n s ,  t o  Judge o r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  p e rso n s  

w ith  whom he had r e l a t i o n s  o r  to  a c c u r a te ly  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  

tow ards him , t h a t  he te n d e d  t o  g r e e t  new f r ie n d s h ip s  w ith  a  d isp ro p o r­

t io n a te  optim ism  t h a t  tu rn e d  in to  shock and dismay — "Je  tom bai des nues" —

■^Cf. R o u sse au 's : "Commenqons p a r  re d e v e n ir  n o u s , p a r  nous c o n c e n tre r  
en nous , p a r  c i r c o n s c r i r e  n o t  re  &me des mdmes b o m e s  que l a  n a tu re  a  don- 
nees a n o tre  S tr e  . . .  11 L e t t r e 3  m o ra le s . 0. C. IV , p . 1112.

^C f. " . . .  Mon 3me e x p an s iv e  ch erch e  m algrS que J 'e n  a ie  a  e te n d re  
ses  s e n tim e n ts  e t  son e x is te n c e  s u r  d 'a u t r e s  S t r e s . . .  " R e v e r ie s . O.C. I ,
p . 1066 .
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when th e  t r u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  e v e n tu a l ly  fo rc e d  

th em selv es  on to  th e  p la n e  o f  h is  c o n sc io u sn e s s . He h ad  a lre a d y  begun 

r e a c t in g  to  such  t ra u m a tic  " i l lu m in a t io n s "  by tu n in g  o u t i n t o  th e  Land 

o f  F an ta sy  — " th e  only  [lan d ] w orthy  o f  b e in g  in h a b i te d "  —  as e v id en c e d  

by th e  co n fu s io n  o f  th e  r e a l  and th e  im aginaxy in  h i s  " l i t t l e  s to ry "  and 

e a r ly  l i t e r a r y  a t te m p ts .^

F u r th e rm o re , as h is  l i f e  u n fo ld e d , he w as, one by o n e , com m itting  

l i t t l e  " f r ie n d s h ip  s in s "  t h a t  were g a th e r in g  in  h is  c o n s c ie n c e , making i t  

l e s s  and le s s  p o s s ib le  fo r  him  to  e n jo y  good fo r tu n e  w ith  im p u n ity , t h a t  

i s ,  w ith o u t th e  need  t o  p u n ish  h im s e l f ,  o f te n  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  th e  lo s s  o f  

th e  d e s i r e d  o b je c t  i t s e l f .

For th e  tim e  b e in g , how ever, and a lth o u g h  he had a lre a d y  le a r n e d  t h a t  

e v e ry th in g  on e a r th  i s  te m p o ra ry , R ousseau  s t i l l  c lu n g  t o  h is  b e l i e f  in  

f r ie n d s h ip  and d a red  hope t h a t  he w ould ach iev e  h i s  dream a t  one moment 

o r  a n o th e r  o f  a  fu tu r e  to  w hich he lo o k ed  fo rw ard  in  e a g e r  a n t i c i p a t i o n .

J e te 'j  des mon enfance  dans l e  t o u r b i l l o n  du monde j 'a p p r i s  de 
bonne h eu re  p a r  l 'e x p e r ie n c e  que j e  n 'e t a i s  pas f a i t  p o u r y  v i v r e ,  e t  
que j e  n 'y  p a r v ie n d r a is  jam a is  & l ’e t a t  d o n t mon co eu r s e n t a i t  l e  b e s o in . 
C essan t done de c h e rch e r parm i le s  hommes l e  bonheur que j e  s e n t a i s  n 'y  
p o u v o ir  t r o u v e r ,  mon a rd e n te  im a g in a tio n  s a u t a i t  d e ja  p a r -d e s s u s  l 'e s p a c e  
de ma v i e ,  a  p e in e  commencee, comme s u r  un t e r r a i n  q u i m 'e t a i t  e t r a n g e r ,  
po u r s e  re p o s e r  s u r  une a s s i e t e  t r a n q u i l l e  oil j e  p u sse  me f i x e r . "
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