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C h a p t e r  I

A THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

FOR THE UNDERSTANDING OF PEASANT SOCIALISM IN AMERICA

Many e x p l a n a t i o n  have been o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t

movement t o  s p r e a d  i t s  r o o t s  d e e p l y  i n t o  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  o f  Amer ican l i f e . *

2
H i s t o r i a n s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  o f  t h e  l e f t  h av e  s o u g h t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  

l i t t l e  known a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n .  W hi le  t h e i r  c o n t r i ­

b u t i o n s  c e r t a i n l y  add b a l a n c e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  p ro d u c e d  by t h e  "Amer ican  
3

c e l e b r a t i o n , "  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  o n e  i s  f o r c e d  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 

d e c i d e d  a b s e n c e  o f  S o c i a l i s t  t h o u g h t  and c u l t u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  a c t u a l  

S o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  American e x p e r i e n c e  a s  compared t o  Europe 

o r  t h e  T h i r d  Wor ld .

Whi le  i t  i s  n o t  my p u r p o s e  t o  d i r e c t l y  c o n f r o n t  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

o r  e m p i r i c a l  d i s p u t e s  r a i s e d  by t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  " f a i l u r e  o f  s o c i a l i s m  

in  A m e r i c a , "  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  w i l l  t r y  t o  s hed  some l i g h t  on t h e  i s s u e  by 

d e a l i n g  w i t h  i t  i n d i r e c t l y .  L i p s e t  and o t h e r s  h av e  a r g u e d  t h a t  in

*Seymour M. L i p s e t ,  A g r a r i a n  S o c i a l  ism (Garden C i t y ,  N .Y . :  Doub led ay-  
A n c h o r ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  13-1**; D an ie l  B e l l ,  “ The F a i l u r e  o f  American S o c i a l i s m :
The T e n s i o n  o f  E t h i c s  6 P o l i t i c s "  in  The End o f  I d e o lo g y  (G l e n c o e ,  N .Y . :
The F r e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 62) ,  a l s o  in  P e r s o n s ,  Stow 6 E g b e r t ,  Donald  Drew,
S o c i a l i s m  and Amer ican L i f e  ( P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1952) ;  
L e t t e r s  o f  E n g e l s  t o  S o r g e ,  London,  Dec.  2 ,  1893 “ a s  q u o t e d  in  F e u e r  ( e d . ) ,  
Marx,  E n g e l s ,  B a s i c  W r i t i n g s  on P o l i t i c s  and P h i l o s o p h y  (Garden C i t y ,  N .Y . :  
Doub 1 e d a y - A n c h o r ,  1959) > pp.  **57~58.

2
W e i n s t e i n ,  The D e c l i n e  o f  S o c i a l i s m  in Am er ica  (New York:  Random 

H o u s e - V i n t a g e ,  1967 ) .
3

L o u i s  H a r t z ,  The L i b e r a l  T r a d i t i o n  in  Amer ica
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e x p l o r i n g  a " d e v i a n t  c a s e , "  a  s o c i a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  an o m a ly ,  one  can 

l e a r n  more a b o u t  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  t h e o r y  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  

c a s e s  w hich  a r e  t y p i c a l .  To t h i s  end I w i l l  t r y  t o  e l u c i d a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  

and h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  P r e -  

World War I S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  America  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma.

At t h e  peak  o f  t h e  P a r t y ' s  s t r e n g t h  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  

1912 P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  in  w hi ch  Eugene Debs r u n n i n g  on t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  T i c k e t  p o l l e d  o v e r  one  m i l l i o n  v o t e s  (6$ o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  v o t e ) ,  t h e  

s t a t e  t o  g i v e  him t h e  h i g h e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  p o p u l a r  v o t e  was 

Oklahoma.  With  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  o v e r  one  and a h a l f  m i l l i o n  ( 1 , 6 5 7 * 1 5 5 ) )  

in 1910,  Oklahoma v o t e r s  c a s t  4 2 , 2 6 2  v o t e s  f o r  Debs ,  o r  16.61% o f  t h e  t o t a l  

v o t e  c a s t .  L e s t  t h i s  s u r p r i s i n g  phenomenon be  t h o u g h t  m e r e l y  f o r t u i t i o u s ,  

t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  wh ich  c a s t s  d o u b t  on s uch  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  S i n c e  

1900 in  Oklahoma,  v o t e r s  had been v o t i n g  f o r  l o c a l  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  

c a n d i d a t e s . ' *  S i n c e  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  Oklahoma c o n s i s t e n t l y  

i n c r e a s e d  b o t h  i t s  mem ber ship  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  e l e c t o r a l  s t r e n g t h .  In f a c t ,  

t h e  peak  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  s t r e n g t h  in  Oklahoma was n o t  1912 b u t  1914 when 

t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e  on t h e  S o c i a l i s t  t i c k e t  p o l l e d  o v e r  5 0 ,0 0 0  

v o t e s ,  o v e r  21% o f  t h e  v o t e  c a s t .  At  i t s  p ea k  o f  mem ber sh ip  t h e r e  we re

^Seymour M. L i p s e t ,  Union Democracy (Garden C i t y ,  N .Y . :  D o ub leday-  
A n c h o r ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  pp .  1 2 -1 3 ;  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  L i p s e t  s e e  P a t r i c i a  K enda l l  and 
K a t h e r i n e  W ol f ,  "The A n a l y s i s  o f  D e v i a n t  C ases  in Communica t ions  R e s e a rc h  
1 9 4 8 - 4 9 , "  in  Paul  I .  L a z a r s f e l d  and F ran k  S t a n t o n  ( e d s . ) ,  Communica t ions  
R e s e a r c h , 1948-1949 (New York :  H a rp e r  & B r o t h e r s ,  1949) p .  153.

^Howard L. M e r e d i t h ,  "The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklaho ma, "  u n p u b l i s h e d  
Ph.D.  d i s s e r t a t i o n  in  H i s t o r y  (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Okl ah om a) ,  1970.
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more S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  c a r d  h o l d e r s  in Oklahoma t h a n  in  New York S t a t e .

In Oklahoma t h e  h ig h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  P a r t y  members t o  v o t e r s  c o n f i r m e d  a 

s o l i d  g r a s s  r o o t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n . ^

T h ese  r e s u l t s  o c c u r r e d  in a s t a t e  in w hich  t h e  ove rw he lm ing

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was r u r a l  (86%) and w h i t e ,  n a t i v e  born

7 8
(79- 5% ).  H i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklahoma

c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  came f rom an a g r i c u l t u r a l

c o n s t i t u e n c y .  T hus ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a l e f t  w in g ,

a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m ,  a g r a r i a n  s o c i a l i s m ,  w i t h i n ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  most

ad v a n ce d  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  A m er ic a .  T h i s  f i n d i n g

r u n s  c o u n t e r , o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  a s e t  o f  a s s u m p t i o n s  w h ich  p o s i t s  an

i n e v i t a b l e  h o s t i l i t y  t o  s o c i a l i s m  a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  Amer ican  s o c i a l
g

t r a d i t i o n s  and c u l t u r e .

When t h e  r e a d e r  t h i n k s  o f  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  in  A m er ic a ,

P o p u l i s m  i m m e d ia t e l y  comes t o  mind .  H i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y ' ®  have t e n d e d  t o  s e e  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  Oklahoma a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  t o

^James R. G reen ,  " S o c i a l i s m  and t h e  S o u t h w e s t e r n  C l a s s  S t r u g g l e :
A S tu d y  o f  R a d i c a l  Movements in Oklahoma,  T e x a s ,  L o u i s i a n a  and A r k a n s a s , "  
u n p u b l i s h e d  Ph.D.  d i s s e r t a t i o n  in  H i s t o r y  (New Haven: Y a l e ,  1972) .

^ T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  v o l .  I ,  P o p u l a t i o n .
p

G r e e n ,  pp .  2 3 6 - 4 8 ;  M e r e d i t h ,  pp .  4 0 - 4 7 ,  6 4 - 6 5 .
q

B e l l ,  pp .  2 7 6 - 7 7 ;  L i p s e t .  I t  i s  a l s o  u n u s u a l  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  M arx ia n  f o r m u l a t i o n  which p o s i t s  an u r b a n  p r o l e t a r i a t  a s  t h e  
v a n g u a r d  o f  s o c i a l i s t  movements .  C e r t a i n l y  p e a s a n t - b a s e d  r e v o l u t i o n s  
in  R u s s i a ,  C h ina  and most  r e c e n t l y  Vie tnam have posed  s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e s  
t o  M a r x ' s  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c h a n g e .

R o b e r t  F. H o x ie ,  "The R i s i n g  T i d e  o f  S o c i a l i s m :  A S t u d y , "  in 
J o u r n a l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy, x i x ,  O c t .  1911;  M e r e d i t h .
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S o c i a l i s m  a s  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  P o p u l i s t  g r i e v a n c e s  which m e r e l y  o c c u r r e d  

a d e c a d e  o r  so  l a t e r .  Yet  a f t e r  some f a i r l y  i n t e n s i v e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  I am c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  a g r a r i a n  S o c i a l i s m  

a s  m e r e l y  a l a t t e r d a y  " P o p u l i s m "  c a n n o t  s e r v e  a s  an  a d e q u a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  

o f  t h e  com plex s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in Oklahoma in  t h e  P re -W o r ld  

War I p e r i o d  w hi ch  l ed  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  S o c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t .  F i r s t l y ,  

h i s t o r i a n s  who t a k e  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  n e v e r  d i s t i n g u i s h  be tw een  t h e  

w e s t e r n  and s o u t h e r n  forms o f  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  which c o m p r i s e d  t h e  

P o p u l i s t  movement .  P o p u l i s m  was m e r e l y  a u n i f i e d  p o l i t i c a l  movement 

a t  a s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d  w hich  e x p r e s s e d  s e p a r a t e  forms o f  

a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  and r a d i c a l i s m .  The e x p r e s s i o n  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  i s  n o t  an 

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  i t .  I f  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  e x i s t e d  in Amer ica  we need  

t o  e x p l a i n  i t s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  i . e .  t h e  c a u s e s  w hich  p ro voked  i t .  P o p u l i s m  

i t s e l f  n e e d s  t o  be  e x p l a i n e d  (which i s  o f  c o u r s e  beyond t h e  s c o p e  o f  

t h i s  t r e a t m e n t ) .  I t  i s  t a u t o l o g i c a l  t o  e x p l a i n  i t  in  t e rm s  o f  i t s e l f .

P e a s a n t s  S F a rm ers

I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e o r e t i c i a n s  o f  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  and 

r e b e l l i o n  a r e  more h e l p f u l  in  f o r m u l a t i n g  m od el s  t h a t  can h e l p  us  t o  

e x p l a i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w hich  g e n e r a t e d  t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t  move­

m en t .  In t h i s  t h e s i s  t h e  work o f  E r i c  Hobsbawm, E r i c  Wolf and e s p e c i a l l y  

B a r r i n g t o n  Moore ,  J r .  w i l l  g u i d e  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s .  I w i 11 

a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  r a d i c a l i s m  in Oklahoma was a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  

s o c i a l  and econ om ic  d i s c o n t e n t  which had i t s  o r i g i n s ,  t o  some d e g r e e ,  

in  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p e a s a n t  l i f e .  Whi le  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  n o t  

g e n e r a l l y  p r e s e n t  among t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  American a g r a r i a n s  in  t h e



-  5 -

l a t e  19t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  I w i 11 t r y  t o  show how t h e  anom alo us  

h i s t o r i c a l  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  Oklahoma c r e a t e d  a  s o c i a l  m a t r i x  in  w h ich  a 

c o n s t i t u e n c y  w hi ch  had many o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a p e a s a n t r y  was 

c r e a t e d .  I w i 11 t r y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how t h e  a t y p i c a l  econo mic  and s o c i a l  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  l e f t  wing p o l i t i c a l  

d i s c o n t e n t  w hi ch  was e x p r e s s e d  in  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g .

The p r i m a r y  and i n e v i t a b l e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  

t h e  i s s u e  w i l l  p ro v o k e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  d i s c u s s  American 

f a r m e r s  a s  " p e a s a n t s . "  The a b s e n c e  o f  a f e u d a l  p a s t  in  Amer ica  w i l l  be 

c i t e d  a s  p r i m a  f a c i e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  America  h a s  known no p e a s a n t r y .  I 

w i l l  t r y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  a g r a r i a n s  c a n n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be e x c l u d e d  

f rom t h i s  c a t e g o r y  s o l e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a n t e c e d e n t .

In f o r m u l a t i n g  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a "modern p e a s a n t r y "  s o  t h a t  we can  

c o n t r a s t  t h i s  c o n c e p t  w i t h  t h a t  o f  " f a r m e r "  we must  remember t h a t  when 

we w e re  d i s c u s s i n g  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p e a s a n t r i e s ,  we a r e  n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  

f e u d a l  s e r f s  in  t h e  l^tth o r  15 th  c e n t u r i e s .  We a r e  n o t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

g r o u p s  t h a t  have  r e m a ined  u n t o u c h e d  by t h e  im pac t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  

e i t h e r  t h e  e c o n o m ic ,  s o c i a l  o r  c u l t u r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  modern l i f e .

A l l  modern p e a s a n t r i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  may in some i m p o r t a n t  

ways c u l t u r a l l y  be r o o t e d  t o  t h e i r  p r e i n d u s t r i a l ,  c o r p o r a t e  p a s t ,  

h av e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  had t o  make some k in d  o f  a c c o m o d a t i o n  t o  modern 

m a r k e t  fo rm s  o f  e x c h a n g e  and p r o d u c t i o n  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t h e  g ro w th  o f  

n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commodity m a r k e t s .  A l th o u g h  p e a s a n t s  may 

r e s i s t  new forms  o f  econo mic  b e h a v i o r  ( a s  E r i c  Wolf p u t s  i t ,  t h e y  t r y  

t o  k eep  t h e  m a r k e t  a t  " a rm s  l e n g t h "  w h i l e  t h e y  " c l e a v e  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  w hich  g u a r a n t e e  . . . a c c e s s  t o  l an d  and t o  t h e  l a b o r  o f
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k i n  and n e i g h b o r s " ) , ' *  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p e a s a n t  has  been f o r c e d  t o  

e n g a g e  in  a t y p e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  w hich  has  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  b a s e d  on 

ex c h a n g e  r a t h e r  t h a n  on p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  u s e .  T h u s ,  in  o r d e r  t o  t r y  t o  

m a i n t a i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  p e a s a n t  l i f e  (a s su m in g  t h a t  

p e a s a n t s  even h ave  some c h o i c e  and m o d e r n i z a t i o n  d o es  n o t  o c c u r  f o r c i b l y )  

t h e y  t r y  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a modus v i v e n d i  w i t h  f o r c e s  w hich  em a n a te  f rom t h e  

m e t r o p o l i s .

T h i s  has  meant  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  l o c a l  comm uni ty ,  no  l o n g e r

s e t s  t h e  bo u n d ary  wh ich  d e l i m i t s  t h e  p e a s a n t s '  s o c i a l  u n i v e r s e .  A l th o u g h

p e a s a n t s  may be  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  i s o l a t e d  from t h e  m e t r o p o l i s  and l i v e  in

a  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  t h e y  have a t  l e a s t  a  t e n u o u s  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n -

12s h i p  t o  m e t r o p o l i t a n  e v e n t s .  P e a s a n t s  a r e  n o t  a lw a y s  bound t o  t h e i r

a n c e s t r a l  l a n d ;  t h e y  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  m o b i l e ;  t h e y  may even

13be found on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  T h u s ,  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  has  mean t  t h a t  e m p i r i c a l l y  

s u c h  a g r a r i a n s  ( i . e .  t h o s e  who t i l l  t h e  s o i l )  may have c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f  b o t h  f a r m e r s  and p e a s a n t s .  As g r o u p s  t h e y  c a n  be s e e n  a s  f a l l i n g  

somewhere between  b o t h  c a t e g o r i e s  on a p e a s a n t - f a r m e r  co n t i n u u m .  

C o n t e m p o r a r i l y  and e m p i r i c a l l y  t h e r e  a r e  no p u r e  t y p e s  any  l o n g e r .

O t h e r  c r i t e r i a  w hi ch  may be t h o u g h t  o f  a s  d e f i n i n g  p e a s a n t s  a s  

o p p o s e d  t o  f a r m e r s  must  a l s o  be r e e v a l u a t e d .  P e a s a n t s  have been 

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " p e o n s . "  T h i s  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  m e a n e s t  forms o f  p o v e r t y .  They a r e  a l s o  s e e n  a s  v i c t i m s  o f

* * E r i c  Wol f ,  P e a s a n t  Wars o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  (New York:
H a r p e r  & Row, 1969 ) ,  p .  x i v .

12 R o b e r t  R e d f i e l d ,  P e a s a n t  S o c i e t y  and C u l t u r e , ( C h ic a g o :
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h icag o  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  30.
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p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  bondage w hich  i s  s e e n  a s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

a s c r i b e d  s t a t u s .  The " f r e e "  m a rk e t  and b o u r g e o i s  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  a r e  

s e e n  a s  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  f a r m e r  w i t h  l i b e r t y  and t h e  p o s s i b i 1 i t y  o f  upward 

m o b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  a c h i e v e d  s t a t u s .  S i n c e  among p e a s a n t s  c o n t r o l  o r  

" o w n e r s h i p "  o f  t h e  l an d  i s  v e s t e d  u l t i m a t e l y  in  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e s  o f  

t h e  g e n t r y ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  p e a s a n t s  t o  "own" la nd  i s  s e e n  a s  t h e  b a s i s  

o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  o p p r e s s i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e i r  econo mic  s e r v i t u d e .

The f a r m e r  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  b e c a u s e  he may have o u t r i g h t  l e g a l  t i t l e  

t o  h i s  l a n d ,  i s  p e r c e i v e d  a s  h a v i n g  no m a s t e r  and i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  h e i r  

t o  u n l i m i t e d  ec onomic  s u c c e s s .
]ii

Y e t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  R e d f i e l d ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  lan d  t e n u r e  d o es  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  p r o v i d e  a c r i t e r i o n  f o r  d e f i n i n g  o f  a p e a s a n t r y .  P e a s a n t s  

may in d e ed  by t e n a n t s  o r  s h a r e c r o p p e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  may be f r e e h o l d e r s  a s  

w e l l ;  i . e .  t h e y  may have l e g a l  t i t l e  t o  t h e  la nd  t h e y  t i l l .  Fa rm er s  

may a l s o  be t e n a n t s  and s h a r e c r o p p e r s .  What i s  m o re ,  American a g r i c u l t u r a l  

h i s t o r y  c l e a r l y  shows us  t h a t  t h e  ec onomic  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  o f  t h e  f a r m e r  has  

n e v e r  been  a g u a r a n t e e  o f  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  h i s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s o i l J ' *  

C o n t in u e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s o i l  has  f r e q u e n t l y  been more s e c u r e  

among p e a s a n t s  t h a n  among Amer ican f a r m e r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  

among t r a d i t i o n a l  p e a s a n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  some " m i d d l e  

p e a s a n t s "  may e x p e r i e n c e  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g  t h a n  some American 

f a r m e r s  h a v e . ^

’ S b i d . ,  pp .  2 7 -2 8 .

^ P a u l  G a t e s ,  The F a r m e r ' s  Age,  1815 ~ 1860 (New York:  H o l t ,  R i n e h a r t  6 
W i n s t o n ,  196 2) .

' ^ T h e o d o r e  S a l o u t o s  and John  D. H i c k s ,  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  P o p u l i s m : 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  D i s c o n t e n t  in t h e  M idd le  West 1900-1939 ( L i n c o l n :  U n i v e r s i t y
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D e f i n i t i o n  o f  P e a s a n t r i e s

The r e a d e r  w i i l  now a s k ,  i f  t h e  l i n e s  be tw een  p e a s a n t  and f a r m e r  

seem t o  be so  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  wh at  a r e  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  a p e a s a n t r y  

a s  opp o sed  t o  a f a r m e r ?  T h e r e  a r e  c r i t e r i a  by wh ich  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  

who s t u d y  p e a s a n t r i e s  a s  embodying d i s t i n c t i v e  fo rm s  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

d e f i n e  them.  My d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a p e a s a n t r y  w i l l  be b a se d  on t h e  work o f  

R o b e r t  R e d f i e l d  and E r i c  W ol f .  T h r e e  v a r i a b l e s  seem t o  c o m p r i s e  t h e  

e l e m e n t s  w hi ch  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  p e a s a n t  l i f e .  They i n v o l v e  p a r t i c u l a r  

forms o f  1) o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t i o n ,  2) s t a t u s  and a u t h o r i t y ,  and 

3) c u l t u r e .

1. O r i e n t a t i o n  t o  P r o d u c t i o n

For p e a s a n t s  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  s e e n  a s  t h e  embodiment  o f  a t o t a l  

v o c a t i o n  and a  t r a d i t i o n a l  way o f  l i f e .  For  them lan d  i s  n o t  a commodi ty  

and a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  n o t  a b u s i n e s s  in  which p r o f i t s  must  be maximized by 

l e a r n i n g  how t o  buy c h e ap  and s e l l  d e a r .  The n o r m a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  o f  

r a t i o n a l  c a l c u l a t i o n  i s  e i t h e r  a b s e n t  o r  s e c o n d a r y .  The econo mic  goal  

i s  t h e  g e t t i n g  o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  l e v e l  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  n o t  

t h e  i n f i n i t e  i n c r e a s e  o f  s t a t u s  o r  econ om ic  e x p a n s i o n .  To t h i s  end a s t a b l e  

ar.d s e c u r e  l and  t e n u r e ,  i f  o n l y  i n f r e q u e n t l y  a r e a l i t y ,  i s  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  

and d e s i r e d  s o c i a l  g o a l .  E r i c  W ol f ,  in h i s  book,  P e a s a n t  Wars o f  t h e

T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y , o f f e r s  p e r h a p s  t h e  most  a d e q u a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e

ec onomic  di f  f e r e  nee be tw e en  f a r m e r s  and p e a s a n t s .  He w r i t e s ,

Of N e b ra s k a  P r e s s ,  195 1) ;  a n d ,  F red  Shannon,  The F a r m e r ' s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r , i8 6 0 -1 8 9 7
(New York:  H o i t ,  R i n e h a r t  S W i n s t o n ,  19^*5) ; Wolf .
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The m a j o r  a im o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  i s  s u b s i s t e n c e  and s o c i a l  
s t a t u s  g a i n e d  w i t h i n  a n a r r o w  ra n g e  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p s .  P e a s a n t s  a r e  t h u s  u n l i k e  c u l t i v a t o r s ,  who 
p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  in t h e  m a r k e t  and who commit t h e m s e l v e s  
t o  a  s t a t u s  game s e t  w i t h i n  a w ide  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k .  To 
e n s u r e  c o n t i n u i t y  upon t h e  l a n d  and s u s t e n a n c e  f o r  h i s  
h o u s e h o l d ,  t h e  p e a s a n t  most  o f t e n  k ee p s  t h e  m a rk e t  a t  
arms l e n g t h ,  f o r  u n l i m i t e d  i n v o lv e m e n t  in  t h e  m a rk e t  
t h r e a t e n s  h i s  h o l d  on h i s  s o u r c e  o f  l i v e l i h o o d .  He 
t h u s  c l e a v e s  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w hi ch  g u a r a n t e e  
h i s  a c c e s s  t o  l a n d  and t o  t h e  l a b o r  o f  k i n d  and n e i g h b o r s .

In e s s e n c e  t h e  p e a s a n t  i s  o r i e n t e d  away from t h e  m a r k e t .  He r e g a r d s  changes

in t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  c u l t i v a t i n g  t h e  s o i l  w i t h  s u s p i c i o n .

In c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  f a r m e r  e n t e r s  t h e  m a rk e t  f u l l y ,  s u b j e c t s  
h i s  la nd  and l a b o r  t o  open  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  e x p l o r e s  a l t e r n a ­
t i v e  u s e s  f o r  t h e  f a c t o r s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  in  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  
maximal  r e t u r n s ,  and f a v o r s  t h e  more p r o f i t a b l e  p r o d u c t  
o v e r  t h e  o n e  e n t a i l i n g  s m a l l e r  r i s k .  The c h a n g e o v e r  
from p e a s a n t  t o  f a r m e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a ch a n g e  in  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ;  i t  i n v o l v e s  a m a j o r  s h i f t  i n  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  w i t h i n  w hi ch  men make t h e i r  c h o i c e s . 17

2 .  S t a t u s  S A u t h o r i t y

P e a s a n t  s o c i e t y  a l s o  em bod ies  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  and

p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  From t h e  p o i n t  ov  v iew o f  b o u r g e o i s  n o t i o n s

o f  l i b e r t y  and e q u a l i t y  t h e s e  may be s e e n  a s  o p p r e s s i v e .  The p e a s a n t

r e c o g n i z e s  and a c c e p t s  t h e  pe rmanency o f  h i s  own i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s

and t h i s  i n f e r i o r i t y  a s  l e g i t i m a t e  v i s - a - v i s  t h e  g e n t r y .  To owe

d e f e r e n c e  t o  o n e s '  b e t t e r s  i s  o n l y  r i g h t  and p r o p e r .  Whi le  by r i g h t

o f  t r a d i t i o n  t h e  g e n t r y  v i s i b l y  e x p l o i t  t h e  p e a s a n t  ( t h e y  make forma l  and

18o f t e n  hea vy e x a c t i o n s  o f  s u r p l u s )  t h e  g e n t r y  i s  n o t  p e r c e i v e d  as  

t y r a n n i c a l  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s .  T h e r e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  some i n d i v i d u a l s  who

^ W o l f ,  pp .  x i v - x v .

18The t e r m  " s u r p l u s "  w i l l  be u sed  in  t h i s  t h e s i s  in t h e  M ar x ia n  
s e n s e .  I t  w i l l  r e f e r  t o  w e a l t h  e x t r a c t e d  by t h o s e  who own t h e  means o f  
p r o d u c t i o n  ( l a n d ,  c a p i t a l )  and do n o t  work from t h o s e  who l a b o r .
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go beyond t h e  n o r m a t i v e  e x a c t i o n s  and he nce  a r e  s e e n  a s  n o t  f u l f i l l i n g  

t h e i r  r o l e s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .  The good g e n t r y  i s  t h e  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  g e n t r y ,  

g u a r a n t o r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  e c o n o m ic ,  p o l i t i c a l  and 

s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  a j u s t i c e  w hich  g u a r a n t e e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  a c c e s s  ( d i f f e r e n t i a l  

a c c e s s  o f  c o u r s e )  t o  t h e  l an d  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  mem bersh ip  in  t h e  

s o c i a l  o r d e r .  S t a t u s  i s  a s c r i p t i v e ;  j u s t  a s  i t  c a n n o t  be  a c h i e v e d  

n e i t h e r  can i t  be  t o t a l l y  l o s t  by a r b i t r a r y  f i a t .  The l i m i t s  o f  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  a r e  d e f i n e d  and e n f o r c e d  by t h e  same t r a d i t i o n .  T h u s ,  

p e a s a n t s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  g e n t r y  in t h e  mora l  and p o l i t i c a l  

s p h e r e .

3 .  C u l t u r e

P e a s a n t s  a r e  p i o u s ;  much o f  t h e i r  l i v e s '  a c t i v i t y  i s  imbued 

w i t h  t h e  s a c r e d .  T hus ,  p e a s a n t  c u l t u r e  i s  a l l  o f  a p i e c e ,  an o r g a n i c  

w h o l e .  S i n c e  p e a s a n t s  f e e l  t h e m s e l v e s  " t i e d "  t o  t h e  l a n d  by s e n t i m e n t  

and t r a d i t i o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  a l s o  endowed w i t h  an a u r a  o f  t h e  s a c r e d .  

P e a s a n t s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h ,  o f t e n  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n ,  p a t r i a r c h a l  

r e l i g i o n  and t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  f a m i l y .  As t h e  p e a s a n t  f a m i l y  i s  an 

econo mic  u n i t ,  t h e  b a s i s  o f  l a b o r  r e c r u i t m e n t  and c o o p e r a t i o n ,  p e a s a n t s  

h ave  s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  t i e s .  P e a s a n t s  e x a l t  r u s t i c ,  r u r a l  " s a l t  o f  t h e  

e a r t h "  v i r t u e s  in  t h e m s e l v e s .  Whi le  t h e y  r e s p e c t  " h i g h "  c u l t u r e  wh ich  

e m a n a t e s  f rom t h e  m e t r o p o l i s ,  w h ich  u s u a l l y  h a s  m o d i f i e d  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  

t o  some e x t e n t , t h e y  a r e  a l s o  r e s e n t f u l  o f  i t  and d e f e n s i v e  a b o u t  t h e i r  

i g n o r a n c e  o f  i t .  T h u s ,  t h e y  r e j e c t  t h e  c i t y  a s  b e i n g  t h e  s e a t  o f  

a r t i f i c e  and v i c e , a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e i r  own v i r t u e s  w hich  t h e y  i d e n t i f y  

w i t h  s i m p l i c i t y  and a u t h e n t i c i t y .  The d e f e n s i v e n e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o v i d e s
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them w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i t y  and c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  in a d d i t i o n

i 9t o  a s e n s e  o f  moral  s e l f - w o r t h .

Some T h e o r i e s  o f  P e a s a n t  R a d i c a l i z a t i o n

We can now b e g i n  t o  examine t h e  r e l e v a n t  t h e o r i e s  o f  p e a s a n t

20 21r a d i c a l i z a t i o n .  Both E. J .  Hobsbawn and E r i c  Wolf (Hobsbawm w r i t e s  

a b o u t  E uro pean  p e a s a n t  movements and Wolf f o c u s e s  on t h e  T h i r d  World) 

have come t o  s i m i l a r  c o n c l u s i o n s  in  o f f e r i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e

22r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t r i e s .  The work o f  B a r r i n g t o n  Moore ,  J r .  i s  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n s  o f  Hobsbawm and Wolf b u t  ad d s  t o  i t  by 

p r o v i d i n g  f u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w hi ch  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

p e a s a n t  i n s u r g e n c y  t o  o c c u r .

C e r t a i n l y  T h i r d  World and European  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l  i s m .a n d  

r e b e l l i o n ,  w hi ch  Hobsbawm, Wolf and Moore d i s c u s s ,  d i f f e r  f rom e a c h  

o t h e r .  They d i f f e r , m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  in  t e r m s  o f  t h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f  t h e  

movements a s  w e l l  a s  in t e rm s  o f  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .  Modern 

E uro pean  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  has  t e n d e d  t o  be s h o r t  l i v e d  in c o m p a r i so n  

t o  i t s  T h i r d  World c o u n t e r p a r t s .  I t  has  o b v i o u s l y  been more s p o r a d i c ,  

and i n v o l v e d  l e s s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  (which has  a 

f i r m e r  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  and a l a r g e r  u rb a n  w o r k in g  c l a s s ) .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  

E uro pean  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  has  been d e s t r o y e d  by m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  ( s e e

19R e d f i e l d .

20 E. J .  Hobsbawm, P r i m i t i v e  R e b e l s  (New York:  W. W. N ort on  6 C o . ,
1 9 59) .

21W o l f .

22 B a r r i n g t o n  Moore ,  J r . ,  The S o c i a l  O r i g i n s  o f  D i c t a t o r s h i p  6 
Democracy (London: P e n g u i n ,  1969) .



-  12 -

Hobsbawm's d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  movements in  S p a in  and I t a l y  and 

23T i l l y ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  u p r i s i n g  in  t h e  Vendee)  o r  t r a n s ­

formed i n t o  u r b a n  t r a d e  u n i o n i s m  as  p e a s a n t s  moved o f f  t h e  l an d  and

i n t o  i n d u s t r i a l  a s  o p p o sed  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r .  (See  E. P.  Thompson 's

2k *d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  in The Making o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Working C l a s s ). On t h e  

o t h e r  hand p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  in  t h e  T h i r d  World h a s  s p an n e d  d e c a d e s  

and g e n e r a t i o n s  (China  and Vietnam a r e  t h e  more  o b v i o u s  ex a m p le s  o f  

t h i s )  and f r e q u e n t l y  has  l ed  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n s .

Yet  d e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between p e a s a n t  movements in 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s  and t h o s e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  Wor ld ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w hi ch  g e n e r a t e  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  a n d / o r  r e b e l l i o n  (a s  

o p p o s ed  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  which a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  them t o  s u c c e e d )  a r e  

s i m i l a r  f o r  b o t h  t y p e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  w i l l  be an a t t e m p t  t o  make 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a s  t o  what  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e .

Wolf  and Hobsbawm a r g u e  t h a t  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  

o c c u r  when t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  modern,  c a p i t a l i s t  forms  o f  e co n o m ic ,  

p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h r e a t e n  t o  unde rmine  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  

o f  a p e a s a n t  communi ty  and v i c t i m i z e  t h e  members o f  a s o c i e t y  h i t h e r t o  

on t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  

w here  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  su ch  m a r k e t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t e n d s  t o  r a i s e  t h e  

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  and e c o n o m i c a l l y  b e n e f i t  a r e l a t i v e l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e a s a n t r y  

by p o t e n t i a l l y  c o n v e r t i n g  i t  i n t o  a s t a b l e  and p r o s p e r o u s  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  

m a rk e t  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  welcomed r a t h e r  t h a n  r e j e c t e d .  T hus ,  t h e

23 C h a r l e s  T i l l y ,  The Vendee (Cam br idge :  H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1964 ) .

2k
E. P.  Thompson,  The Making o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Working C l a s s  (London:  

G o l l o n e z ,  1963) .
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t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  o f  p r e i n d u s t r i a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  n o t  s e e n  by t h e s e  s c h o l a r s  

a s  a p u r e l y  c u l t u r a l - p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  c h e r i s h  a n c i e n t  wa ys;  

t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  v o l u n t a r i y  c a s t  o f f  when t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  

o f  r a t i o n a l  c a l c u l a t i o n  and d e l a y e d  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  p r o m i s e  s o c i a l  and 

econo mic  r e w a r d .  Only  when a j u d g em en t  i s  made t h a t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e s e  new 

forms i s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  o n e s '  own v i c t i m i z a t i o n  i s  r e f u g e  s o u g h t  

in a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  o l d  ways .

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m a r k e t  forms o f  ex c h a n g e  and 

p r o d u c t i o n  do n o t  i n t r o d u c e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e .  E x p l o i t a t i o n ,  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r p l u s ,  e x i s t s  in  a l l  t r a ­

d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s ;  i t  may a p p e a r  s e v e r e  t o  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  a s  w e l l  as  

a r b i t r a r y .  Y e t ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e a s a n t  s o c i e t i e s  hav e d e e p l y  embedded 

norms and v a l u e s  w hi ch  g o v e rn  t h e  forms a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  

s o c i a l  and econ om ic  t r i b u t e  w hi ch  may be l e g i t i m a t e l y  e x a c t e d  by t h e  

g e n t r y .  When t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  ( u s u a l l y  a commodi ty 

m a r k e t )  a l t e r s  t h e  forms and m a g n i f i e s  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  b e l l i g e r a n c y  may f o l l o w .  What i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  

remember i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  econ om ic  l o s s  o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  

in t h e  " s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g "  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  may be i m p o r t a n t  c o n c o m i t a n t s  

o f  such  a s i t u a t i o n )  w h ich  t e n d s  t o  m o t i v a t e  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  t o  r e b e l l i o u s ­

n e s s ;  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  and war  a r e  o f t e n  g r e e t e d  w i t h  an a c c e p t i n g  

f a t a l i s m .  What i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s a l i e n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  ch a n g e  in  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  u n d e r m in e s  t h e  o l d  forms o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .

The u l t i m a t e  goa l  and c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  

forms  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n t o  modern c a p i t a l i s t  forms must  be  t o  c r e a t e  a 

d i s c i p l i n e d  a g r a r i a n  l a b o r  f o r c e  o u t  o f  an u n d i s c i p l i n e d  p e a s a n t r y  ( s e e
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Max W eb er ) ;  a r u r a l  commodity p r o d u c e r  who i s  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e

m a r k e t  a s  t h e  f i n a l  a r b i t e r  o f  h i s  p r o d u c t i o n  and a l s o  o f  h i s  s o c i a l

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  P e a s a n t s  must  be m o t i v a t e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  l an d  and

l a b o r  be t r e a t e d  a s  c o m m o d i t i e s  t o  be b o ugh t  and s o l d .  They must  be

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p e r c e i v e  w e a l t h  a s  c a p i t a l  w hich  i s  t o  be u sed  f o r

i n v e s t m e n t .  P e a s a n t s  must  l e a r n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  l a n d  and l a b o r  a r e

no l o n g e r  m e r e l y  p a r t  o f  n a t u r e  t o  be u s ed  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  needs

d i r e c t l y .  Wolf w r i t e s  o f  m o d e r n i z i n g  p e a s a n t s ,

Where p r e v i o u s l y  m a r k e t  b e h a v i o r  has  been 
s u b s i d i a r y  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  p ro b lem s  o f  
s u b s i s t e n c e ,  now e x i s t e n c e  and i t s  p ro b le m s  
[become] s u b s i d i a r y  t o  m a r k e t i n g  b e h a v i o r . 25

The ways in which t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m a r k e t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

t e n d  t o  v i c t i m i z e  p e a s a n t s  a r e  m a n i f o l d .  What may happe n  i s  t h a t

p e a s a n t s  may l o s e  t h e i r  g u a r a n t e e  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  l a n d .

C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e i r  means o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d / o r  a s t a b l e  p l a c e  in  t h e

community (however  humble b u t  g u a r a n t e e d  by t h e i r  h a v i n g  been born

members o f  i t )  may be f o r f e i t e d .  The l o s s  o f  l an d  u t i l i z a t i o n  may e n s u e .

Changes  in  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  work may l e a d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  work

d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d / o r  a d e c r e a s e d  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g .  T h i s  may be

accom pan ied  by a l o s s  o f  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  T r a d i t i o n a l  k i n s h i p  t i e s  a r e

l i k e l y  t o  become d i s r u p t e d .  T h i s  may be  ac com pan ied  by a l o s s  o f  t h e

s e l f - r e s p e c t  and moral  s e l f - w o r t h  t h a t  was g e n e r a t e d  a s  a f u n c t i o n  o f

h a v i n g  a s t a b l e  p l a c e  in  t h e  communi ty .  T h es e  k i n d s  o f  c h a n g e s

25W olf ,  p .  279.



-  15 -

in t h e  dom inan t  forms o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  have been r e f e r r e d  t o

26 27by s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a s  anomie  and a l i e n a t i o n .

The p o l i t i c a l  accom pan iment  o f  econo mic  and s t a t u s  l o s s  i s  t h e

d e l e g i t i m a t i o n  o f  t h e  g e n t r y .  The r i g h t  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r s  t o

r u l e ,  o n c e  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  may s u d d e n l y  become p r o b l e m a t i c .

The t r a n s p a r e n c y  o f  t h e  new forms o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  may u n d e rm in e  p a t e r n a l i s t i c

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  f o r  d o m inance .  T h i s  can  o c c u r  w h e t h e r  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e

a c t u a l l y  r e p l a c e s  t h e  g e n t r y  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e  g e n t r y  i t s e l f  t u r n s  t o  m a r k e t

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  and s o c i a l  o r d e r ,

so  c r u c i a l  f o r  p e a s a n t s  in t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  g e n t r y ' s  moral

a u t h o r i t y  and s u p e r i o r i t y ,  may be u n d e r m in e d .

The C o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  Work o f  B a r r i n g t o n  Moore ,  J r .

Thus f a r  we have o n l y  d e v e lo p e d  a  p a r t i a l  t h e o r y  o f  p e a s a n t

r a d i c a l i z a t i o n .  We have o f f e r e d  some g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  s p e c i f y i n g  some

n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i z a t i o n .  The p r o c e s s  o f  change

from o n e  s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  t o  a n o t h e r  i s  wha t  Moore c a l l s  

28" m o d e r n i z a t i o n . "  However ,  Moore a r g u e s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  o f  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  have t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  g e n e r a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  l e f t - w i n g  

p e a s a n t  r e b e l l i o n  o r  r a d i c a l i s m ;  i n s t e a d  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  r o u t e s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  j u s t  o n e  r o u t e  t o  t h e  modern w o r l d ,  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  d e m o c r a t i c ,  t h e

26 Em i le  Durkheim,  S u i c i d e , t r a n s .  Joh n A. S p a u l d i n g  and George 
Simpson (New York:  The F r e e  P r e s s ,  1951) .

27 Karl  Marx, The Economic & P h i l o s o p h i c  M a n u s c r i p t s  o f  1 8 M , e d .
D i r k  J .  S t r u i k ,  " E s t r a n g e d  Labor"  (New York:  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h e r s ,
1967) .

28The t e rm  " m o d e r n i z a t i o n "  in  t h i s  t h e s i s  w i l l  be  u sed  t o  mean t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  modern m a rk e t  forms o f  econ om ic  r e l a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e .  The t e rm  w i l l  be u sed  synonymously  w i t h  " e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t . "
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f a s c i s t  o r  t h e  commun is t .  He a t t e m p t s  t o  g e n e r a t e  h y p o t h e s e s  c o n c e r n i n g

t h e  f a c t o r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o u t c o m e s .

For  Moore (who, i t  has  b e e n ,  I t h i n k ,  r i g h t f u l l y  c l a i m e d ^

t a k e s  a  M ar x ia n  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a t  hand)  ea c h  p o t e n t i a l  outcome

i s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  c l a s s  f o r c e s ;  n o t  two c l a s s e s ,  b u t  t h r e e

c l a s s e s  f i g u r e  in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  ( g e n t r y )

t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  and t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  Moore w r i t e s ,

No l o n g e r  i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  t h e  
p e a s a n t  i s  an  " o b j e c t  o f  h i s t o r y " ,  a form o f  s o c i a l  
l i f e  o v e r  w hi ch  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e s  p a s s  b u t  w hi ch  _0 
c o n t r i b u t e s  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  im pe tus  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .

A s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  h ow ever ,  i s  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l l y

and  e c o n o m i c a l l y  waged bet w een  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  and t h e  g e n t r y  who,  in any

g i v e n  s i t u a t i o n ,  may e a c h  a t t e m p t  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .

The a p p r o a c h  t o  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in which an  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  c o m m e r c i a l l y

minded b o u r g e o i s i e ,  w hich  b e c a u s e  o f  s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  commerce

and c a p i t a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n ,  em erg es  f rom t h e  "womb" o f  t h e  f e u d a l  o r d e r ,

i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  t e n a b l e  model f o r  Moore b u t  o n l y  one o f  t h r e e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

Moore shows how m o d e r n i z a t i o n  was c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  in  Germany

and J a p a n  w h i l e  p e a s a n t  r e v o l u t i o n s  w e re  t h e  p r e l u d e  t o  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in

R u s s i a  and C h in a .

Moore i s  n o t  an econ om ic  d e t e r m i n i s t .  For  h im,  c l a s s e s  s t r u g g l e

f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  r e s o u r c e s  and p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w hi ch  w i l l

t e n d  t o  e n h a n c e  and l e a d  n o t  o n l y  t o  an i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l

w e a l t h  and p ow er ,  b u t  t o  t h e  supre macy  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c l a s s  hegemony.

29 Theda S k o c p o l , "A C r i t i c a l  Review o f  B a r r i n g t o n  M o o r e ' s  S o c i a l  
O r i g i n s  o f  D i c t a t o r s h i p  and Democ racy, "  P o l i t i c s  & S o c i e t y  4 (197*0.

^ M o o r e ,  p .  453 .
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Changes in  c l a s s  r u l e  a r e  s e e n  n o t  m e r e l y  a s  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  one  

r u l i n g  e l i t e  f o r  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  new fo rm s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

l i f e ,  t e c h n o l o g y  and c u l t u r e .  Changes  in  forms o f  c l a s s  d o m i n a t i o n  i s  

f u n d a m e n t a l ,  a p r o c e s s  w hich  l e a d s  t o  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  between  p e o p l e .

M o o re ' s  work i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  and an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  work o f  

Hobsbawm and Wolf in t h i s  s e n s e .  A l l  t h r e e  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  impac t  o f  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  c h a n g e s  t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  among p e o p l e .  T h i s  ch a n g e  in 

t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p e a s a n t s  (who a r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n )  

i s  o f  s u ch  g r e a t  m a g n i t u d e  t h a t  t h e  im pe tus  t o  r e b e l  and r e s i s t  t h e  

c h a n g e s  i s  a l m o s t  i n e v i t a b l e .  Yet  Moore s e e s  t h a t  t h i s  i n i t i a l  im pet us  

f r e q u e n t l y  g oes  u n e x p r e s s e d  and t h a t  h o s t i l i t y  t o  t h e  c h a n g e s  d o es  n o t  

a lw a y s  t a k e  t h e  form o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e b e l l i o n  o r  r a d i c a l i s m  in  i n s t a n c e s  

w he re  some a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s y s t e m  a r e  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  i t .

M o o re ' s  m o d e l s ,  h i s  t h r e e  m o d e l s ,  must  be s e e n  a s  i d e a l  t y p e s .

They c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e  any e m p i r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  p e r f e c t l y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  

we w i l l  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s c r i b e  them and t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  

t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Oklahoma s o c i a l i s m .

Route  1— B o u r g e o i s  Democracy

The most  s u c c e s s f u l  way t o  p r e v e n t  p e a s a n t  r e v o l u t i o n  in  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i s  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e  and t h u s  t h e  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  which c o u l d  

p o t e n t i a l l y  p r o v i d e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  r e s i s t e n c e  t o  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  T h i s  

h as  h i s t o r i c a l l y  been  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  ( u n i n t e n d e d  o f  c o u r s e )  o f  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  what  Moore c a l l s  com mer cia l  method s  o f  m a rk e t  a g r i c u l t u r e
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i n t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o u n t r y s i d e .  The E n g l i s h  c a s e  i s  M o o r e ' s  p r o t o t y p i c a l  

example  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  d e m o c r a t i c  r o u t e ,  a l t h o u g h  he d e m o n s t r a t e s  

t h a t  t h e  same c o n s e q u e n c e  was p r o d u c e d  in  F r a n c e  and t h e  U.S.  u n d e r  

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  In E n g l a n d ,  as 

e a r l y  a s  t h e  16t h  c e n t u r y , c o m m e r c i a l  forms o f  m a r k e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  were  

i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  g e n t r y .  The g e n t r y ' s  need  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  lan d  f o r  

s h e e p  r a i s i n g ,  g e n e r a t e d  t h e  e n c l o s u r e s ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  removal  o f  

t h e  p e a s a n t s  f rom t h e  l an d  and a  c o n c o m i t a n t  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  

communi ty .  S u b s e q u e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y ,  Moore a r g u e s ,  i n t e n s i f i e d  

t h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  F i n a l l y  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  in  t h e  18 t h  c e n t u r y  p r o v i d e d  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l a n d l e s s  p e a s a n t r y  t o  become i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r e r s ,  

and t h e  s u r p l u s  a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  was a b s o r b e d  i n t o  B r i t i s h  f a c t o r i e s .

Moore s c o f f s  a t  t h e  s u p p o s e d  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  “ p e a c e f u l "  as

opp o sed  t o  “ v i o l e n t 1' s o c i a l  change  in  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  He

p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  in  a l l  c a s e s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i t  i s  t h e  p e a s a n t  who i s

v i c t i m i z e d .  The form t h i s  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  to o k  in  Eng land (and p e r h a p s  in

F r a n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  Amer ica )  was a v a s t  d e g r e e  o f  unemployment  in  t h e  

31c o u n t r y s i d e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  in famous  b r u t a l i z i n g  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  f a c t o r y  and c o l l i e r y  w o r k e r s  in  t h e  18 t h  and 19 th  c e n t u r i e s .

Moore a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  g e n t r y  a d o p t e d  b o u r g e o i s  forms 

o f  economic  b e h a v i o r  w h i l e  a l l o w i n g  e n t e r p r i s i n g  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  a s p i r i n g  

m i d d l e  c l a s s  o f  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  power and 

s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  The g e n t r y  i t s e l f  became “ b o u r g e o i s i f i e d . "  T hus ,

31 P o v e r t y  and s t a r v a t i o n  d id  m o b i l i z e  t h e  E n g l i s h  p e a s a n t s  t o  
o r g a n i z e  and make p o l i t i c a l  demands t h a t  t h e  p a r i s h  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  
po o r  r e l i e f .  Thompson.
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t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  which p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  in t h e  16 t h  c e n t u r y  t o  s e l l  wool 

a t  a p r o f i t  mean t  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r i s t o c r a c y  needed  l an d  r a t h e r  t h a n  

men. The p e a s a n t r y ,  t u r n e d  o f f  t h e  la nd  and l e f t  t o  f e n d  f o r  i t s e l f ,  

was d e s t r o y e d  a s  a s o u r c e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  r e v o l t .  I t s  r a d i c a l i s m  and 

r e b e l l i o n  was l a t e r  e x p r e s s e d  by a c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s  l a b o r  movement b u t  

a movement w hi ch  o p e r a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  f r amework o f  t h e  new r a t h e r  t h a n  

t h e  p re - m o d e rn  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

Route  2 - - F a s c i s m

In Germany and J a p a n ,  Moore a r g u e s ,  where  no o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  com mercia l  forms  o f  m a r k e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  d e v e l o p e d ,  l a b o r  

r e p r e s s i v e  fo rm s  o f  m a r k e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  w e re  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n s t e a d .  A 

l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  form o f  m a r k e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  means t h a t  t h e  g e n t r y  p r o c e e d e d  

t o  s i t  b ack  and m e r e l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e x a c t i o n s  demanded f rom t h e  p e a s a n t r y  

in  o r d e r  t o  r a i s e  money f o r  w a r s  and l a t e r  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  As 

o p p o sed  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  c a s e  t h e  p e a s a n t  communi ty rema ined  on t h e  l a n d  

i n t a c t .  The i n c r e a s e d  e x a c t i o n s  w hich  w e re  an a b r o g a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  

am oun ts  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and 

m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  in  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

com mercia l  im p u l s e s  e m e r g in g  f rom an i n c i p i e n t  b o u r g e o i s i e  w e re  a l s o  

ch e c k e d  by f e u d a l  p r e r o g a t i v e s  a n d / o r  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  

s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a phenomenon w hi ch  was a b s e n t  in  E n g la n d .

T h ese  r e p r e s s i v e  a c t s  a r e  s e e n  by Moore a s  h a v i n g  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  

em e rg en c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r t i e s  and democracy  w h ich  he s e e s  a s  b e i n g  

c a r r i e d  by t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e .
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What i s  a l s o  c r u c i a l  f o r  t h e  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  f a s c i s m  in  a d d i t i o n

t o  a l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  form o f  m a rk e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  which

t h e  s o c i a l  bonds between t h e  p e a s a n t s  and t h e  g e n t r y  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d .

Where t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d e f e r e n c e  and r e s p e c t  p e r s i s t s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r

t h e  f a s c i s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  i n c r e a s e s .  Moore a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  bonds  be tween

p e a s a n t  and g e n t r y  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  w he re  t h e  g e n t r y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f u l f i l l

32t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .  One c r i t i c  f a u l t s  Moore f o r  t h i s  a s p e c t  

o f  h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  by a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  d o es  n o t

l en d  i t s e l f  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  and c a n n o t  be e m p i r i c a l l y  t e s t e d .  How

can  we know, s h e  a r g u e s ,  w h e t h e r  an o v e r l o r d  f a i l s  o r  s u c c e e d s  in  f u l ­

f i l l i n g  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s ?

Moore must  h ave  f o r e s e e n  t h i s  o b j e c t i o n  when he w r o t e ,

I t  i s  n o t  h a r d  t o  t e l l  when a p e a s a n t  communi ty 
g e t s  r e a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f rom i t s  o v e r l o r d  and when 
t h e  o v e r l o r d  i s  e i t h e r  u n a b l e  t o  keep e n e m ie s  o u t  
o r  i s  in l e a g u e  w i t h  them.  An o v e r l o r d  who does
n o t  keep t h e  p e a c e ,  who t a k e s  away mos t  o f  t h e
p e a s a n t s ,  food  s e i z e s  h i s  women . . . i s  c l e a r l y  
e x p l o i  t a t i v e . 3 3

Here  we s e e  a c o n j u n c t i o n  between  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  Moore ,  Hobsbawm and 

Wolf .  Moore i s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in wh ich  t h e  mora l  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  t h e  g e n t r y  may o r  may n o t  be  c a l l e d  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  b e c a u s e  new forms 

o f  m a r k e t  r e l a t i o n s  c r e a t e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  new forms o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

T h ese  new fo rm s  a r e  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  p e a s a n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r a m e t e r s  o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  n o t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  Under such  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  

l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  r u l e r ' s  a u t h o r i t y  may be c a l l e d  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  i f  l a b o r

32
S k o c p o l .

^ M o o r e ,  p .  471.
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r e p r e s s i v e  s y s t e m s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  c a u s e  t h e  bonds  be tw e en  p e a s a n t  and 

g e n t r y  t o  be  r u p t u r e d .  I f  a l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  s y s t e m  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  l e a v e s  t h e  bonds  be tw een  t h e s e  two c l a s s e s  i n t a c t ,  p e a s a n t s  

can be p o t e n t i a l l y  m o b i l i z e d  f o r  f a s c i s m .  Y e t ,  t h i s  o c c u r s  o n l y  i f  y e t  

a n o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n  i s  f u l f i l l e d ,  a c o n d i t i o n  w hi ch  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  

be 1ow.

Route  3— The Communist  Route

M o d e r n i z in g  p e a s a n t  s o c i e t i e s  w hich  e x p e r i e n c e  l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m s  may go e i t h e r  f a s c i s t  o r  com m unis t .  The communis t

r o u t e  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  t a k e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Moore ,  when t h e  bonds  between

p e a s a n t  and o v e r l o r d  a r e  b ro k e n  and t h e  g e n t r y  l o s e s  i t s  mora l  a u t h o r i t y

and l e g i t i m a c y .  Yet  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  must  be t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n

b e f o r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  be tw een  t h e  f a s c i s t  and t h e  communis t  r o u t e

i s  f u l l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e o r e t i c a l l y .  T h i s  f a c t o r  Moore c a l l s  t h e  t y p e  o f

p e a s a n t  s o l i d a r i t y ;  i t  can  be e i t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r  c o n s e r v a t i v e .

C o n s e r v a t i v e  s o l i d a r i t y  i s  b e s t  e x e m p l i f i e d  by t h e  I n d i a n  example  w h i l e

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o l i d a r i t y  was t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  C h i n e s e

v i l l a g e .  Moore d e s c r i b e s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s o l i d a r i t y  a s  f o l l o w s ,

. . .  i t  d e r i v e s  i t s  c o h e s i o n  by t y i n g  t h o s e  w i t h  
a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  g r i e v a n c e s  i n t o  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  t a k e s  p l a c e  . . . t h r o u g h  
a d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  t h a t  has  b e h i n d  i t  s t r o n g  
s a n c t i o n s  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t im e  i t  p r o v i d e s  a 
r e c o g n i z e d  i f  humble n i c h e  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  l i t t l e  
p r o p e r t y . ’ 4

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o l i d a r i t y  i s  d e f i n e d  in t h i s  way:

3\ b i d . ,  p.  476 .
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In o r d e r  t o  be a f u l l  member o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  v i l l a g e  
and come u n d e r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  t h e  
n e tw o r k  o f  k i n s h i p  and r e l i g i o u s  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  have a c e r t a i n  rough  minimum o f  p r o p e r t y .
The p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a p p a r e n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  v e r y  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  t h e  number o f  t h o s e  p e a s a n t s  bel ow t h i s  
minimum. . . . J a p a n e s e  and I n d i a n  v i l l a g e s ,  on t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  p r o v i d e d  a l e g i t i m a t e  i f  l ow ly  s t a t u s  
f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no p r o p e r t y .  . . .35

Here  a g a i n  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n j u n c t i o n  be tw een  M o o r e ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  f ramework

and t h a t  o f  W o l f ' s .  Wolf  a r g u e s  t h a t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  c r e a t e s  anomie  and

a l i e n a t i o n ,  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w hich  a r e  p ro d u c e d  by t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n

o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e i n d u s t r i a l  G e m e i n s c h a f t .

Membership  in su ch  a communi ty ,  a s  R e d f i e l d  has  shown,  p r o v i d e s  p e a s a n t s

(and p e r h a p s  a l l  p e o p l e )  w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and moral  w o r t h .

When t h e  t i e s  t h a t  b in d  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  communi ty  a r e  s u d d e n l y  d i s r u p t e d

human b e i n g s  who a r e  s o c i a l  a n i m a l s  a r e  c a s t  a d r i f t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Moore

in t h o s e  p e a s a n t  v i l l a g e s ,  " m o d e r n i z a t i o n "  which i s  o r g a n i z e d  su ch  t h a t

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m a r k e t  r e l a t i o n s  e x c l u d e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers  o f

p e o p l e  f rom  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  communi ty  l i f e  a s  o p p o s ed  t o  i n t e g r a t i n g  them

in some way,  p e a s a n t s  t e n d  t o  become p o t e n t i a l l y  r a d i c a l i z e d .  A c c o rd in g

t o  Moore n o t  a l l  c a s e s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  g e n e r a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o l i d a r i t y ;

w he re  i n d i g e n o u s  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  f a i l  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in

t h i s  way Moore a r g u e s  r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  o c c u r .

T h u s ,  w i t h  t h r e e  c o n d i t i o n s  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  s t a g e  i s  s e t  f o r  t h e

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  a n d / o r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a p e a s a n t

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement.  To r e i t e r a t e ,  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e :

3 5 l b i d . ,  pp .  1*76-77.
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1. t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  fo rm s  o f  

m a r k e t  a g r i c u l t u r e

2 .  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  bonds  between 

t h e  p e a s a n t r y  and g e n t r y

3.  r a d i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y  among t h e  p e a s a n t s

Y e t ,  b o t h  Moore a s  w e l l  a s  Wolf and Hobsbawm a r g u e  t h a t  p e a s a n t s  do 

n o t  g e n e r a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements t h e m s e l v e s .  A l l  t h r e e  s c h o l a r s  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  o n l y  i f  p e a s a n t  h o s t i l i t y  t o w a r d s  t h e  new c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e  

i s  m o b i l i z e d  by an e x o g e n o u s ,  r a d i c a l  o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e ,  u s u a l l y  

l e d  by u r b a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  w i l l  l e f t - w i n g  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  be 

g e n e r a t e d .

R e v o l u t i o n  & R a d i c a l i s m

In c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t s  upon which 

M o o r e ' s  t h e o r y  i s  b a s e d ,  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  and g ro w th  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  in  Oklahoma b e f o r e  t h e  F i r s t  World War must  be s e e n  a s  a s h o r t  l i v e d  

ep iph enomenon w i t h i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t  o f  Amer ican  h i s t o r y  and s o c i a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  In t o t a l ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  t h e  s t a t e  l a s t e d  l e s s  

t h a n  20 y e a r s ;  d u r i n g  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  i t  made few r i p p l e s  on t h e  s e a  o f  

t h e  Amer ican p o l i t y  and s o c i e t y .  A l th o u g h  some o f  i t s  members eng aged 

in  s p o r a d i c  v i o l e n c e  t h e  v i o l e n c e  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  i t  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  

more human s u f f e r i n g .  The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a " p e a c e f u l "  

r a d i c a l i s m ,  e x p r e s s i n g  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c a p i t a l i s m  a t  m e e t i n g s  and a t  

t h e  p o l l s .  T h u s ,  in no way i s  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  M o o r e ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  

mod el s  an  a t t e m p t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  t o  l i k e n  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  

t h o s e  o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n s  o r  t o  e n h a n c e  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  Amer ican  h i s t o r y .
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The s t u d y  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma i s  i m p o r t a n t  o n l y  f o r  i t s  

p o t e n t i a l  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  a s e t  o f  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  base d  

on a p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e p t u a l  scheme and t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  

Oklahoma in  Amer ican h i s t o r y .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c r i t i c  w i l l  a s k  w h e t h e r  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  M o o re ' s  

model f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  an a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  w hi ch  n e v e r  r e s o r t e d  t o  armed 

v i o l e n c e  and which was u l t i m a t e l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  Y e t ,  t h i s  t a s k  i s  

u n d e r t a k e n  in  t h e  hope t h a t  we can e x t e n d  M o o r e ' s  t h e s i s  t o  c o v e r  n o t  

o n l y  a g r a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  b u t  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l  ism a s  w e l 1, i . e .  t h e  

p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n s  t o  en g a g e  in p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

w hich  have a s  t h e i r  g o a l  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  m a r k e t  

r e l a t i o n s  t o  s o c i a l i s t  o n e s .

T h e o r i e s  o f  P e a s a n t  R a d i c a l i z a t i o n  & Oklahoma S o c i a l i s m

In t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  I w i 11 a t t e m p t  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  m od el s  o f f e r e d  by E. J .  Hobsbawm, E r i c  Wolf and B a r r i n g t o n  

Moore,  J r . ,  w h ich  have been  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e ,  can  e n a b l e  us t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  g ro w th  and u n u s u a l  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma b e f o r e  

World War I .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I w i l l  t r y  t o  show in  C h a p t e r  II t h a t  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  s e t t l e d  Oklahoma w ere  t h e  i n h e r i t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  and 

c u l t u r a l  a n t e c e d e n t s  t h a t  made them c o m p a r a b l e  t o  modern p e a s a n t s  in 

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  in  t e rm s  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  we h ave  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .

In c h a p t e r  I I I ,  I w i 11 e x p l o r e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  O k lah o m a ' s  s o c i a l  

and economic  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I w i 11 a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  ano malous  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

o f  t h i s  d e v e lo p m e n t  l ed  t o  t h e  g ro w th  o f  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  w i t h i n
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t h e  s t a t e ,  w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  had many S o u t h e r n  and W e s te rn  e l e m e n t s ,  

was q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom b o th  S o u t h e r n  and W e s te rn  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e .  I w i 11 show a l s o  how t h e  u n u s u a l  r a p i d i t y  o f  econo mic  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o r  d ev e lo p m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  g e n e r a t e d  many o f  t h e  same 

p ro b lem s  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e a s a n t s  u n d e r g o i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  

have  s u f f e r e d .

In C h a p t e r  IV, I w i l l  a n a l y z e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  

in  Oklahoma d u r i n g  t h e  peak  y e a r s  o f  S o c i a l i s t  s t r e n g t h .  The r e s u l t s  

o f  t h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  v o t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  and s e l e c t e d  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how b o t h  t h e  t e n a n t s  

and s m a l l  fa rm  owners  who we r e  most l i k e l y  t o  v o t e  S o c i a l i s t  f a c e d  a 

l o s s  o f  t h e  u s e  and o c c u p a n c y  o f  t h e  s o i l  t h e y  had o n l y  r e c e n t l y  

a c q u i r e d .  T h i s  o c c u r r e d  in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a s y s t e m  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  

t h a t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e .

In C h a p t e r  V, I w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  

d e v e l o p e d  b e tw een  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  in  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and 

t h e  m e r c h a n t s ,  l a n d l o r d s  and c r e d i t o r s  in t h e  n e a r b y  to w n s ,w e r e  

f u n c t i o n a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between  p e a s a n t s  and g e n t r y  in 

more  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e a s a n t  s o c i e t i e s .  T h ese  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  h ow ever ,  had 

none o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  s a n c t i o n s  which would  l e g i t i m a t e  

t h e  e c o n o m ic ,  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  dom inance o f  t h e s e  l o c a l  e l i t e s .

Thus t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  b u s i n e s s m e n  we re  n o t  p e r c e i v e d  a s  f u l f i l l i n g  

any  n e c e s s a r y  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e i r  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

f a r m e r s '  and t e n a n t s '  s u r p l u s  was s e e n  a s  n a k e d l y  e x p l o i t a t i v e ,  a s  

" p a r a s i t i c . "  In t h i s  c h a p t e r  I w i l l  a l s o  examine  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e
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r u r a l  po o r  w i t h i n  t h e  l o c a l  communi ty .  We w i l l  show how t h e y  we re  

i d e o l o g i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  e x c l u d e d  f rom t h e  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w hich  

we re  d o m in a t e d  by t h e  " m i d d l e  c l a s s  g e n t r y . "

In t h e  f i n a l  c h a p t e r  I w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  how t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  o f  A m er ic a ,  a s  a s e c u l a r  and modern l e f t - w i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  was a b l e  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  p oor  f a r m e r s  

and t e n a n t s  o f  Oklahoma.  By u t i l i z i n g  e l e m e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l i g i o u s  

e l e m e n t s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e p e r t o i r e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  American 

a g r a r i a n s ,  t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z e r s  w e re  a b l e  t o  t r a n s f o r m  

a l i e n  n o t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l i s m  and c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n t o  a l a n g u a g e  and 

r h e t o r i c  w hich  t h e  r u r a l  p o o r  c o u l d  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t a n d  and a c c e p t .
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C h a p t e r  11 

PEASANTS AND MODERNIZATION IN AMERICA

B e f o r e  we a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  t h e o r i e s  o f  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and M o o r e ' s  t h i r d  r o u t e ,  t h e  Communist r o u t e ,  t o  t h e  

g ro w th  o f  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  in  Oklahoma,we need t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  

f o r m u l a t i o n  which s e e s  c e r t a i n  American a g r a r i a n s  a s  p e a s a n t s .

A mer ican a g r a r i a n s ,  i t  m i g h t  be a r g u e d ,  w e re  n o t  p e a s a n t s  b u t  

f a r m e r s .  However ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  may have  been  t r u e  f o r  t h e  a g r a r i a n s  

who s e t t l e d  t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  w h i t e  yeoman f a r m e r  o f  t h e  a n t e - b e l l u m  

Amer ican  S o u th  was ,  in  f a c t ,  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom h i s  w e s t e r n  

c o u n t e r p a r t .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r  I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  i f  we l o o k  a t  t h e  

s o u t h e r n  w h i t e  yeoman a s  s i t u a t e d  somewhere on a p e a s a n t - f a r m e r  

c o n t in u u m  he w i l l  be  found  t o  b e a r  c l o s e r  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  p e a s a n t  

t h a n  t o  t h e  f a r m e r  t y p e  in  t e rm s  o f  h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t i o n ,  h i s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  s t a t u s  and a u t h o r i t y ,  and h i s  c u l t u r e .  The need t o  

c o n s i d e r  t h i s  w h i t e  yeoman i s  c r u c i a l  t o  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

s o c i a l i s m  in Oklahoma b e c a u s e  i t  was l a r g e l y  t h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y  

w hich  f i n a l l y  p o p u l a t e d  Oklahoma.

The R e l e v a n c e  o f  M o d e r n i z a t i o n  In The Sou th  For  Oklahoma

U n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War wha t  l a t e r  became t h e  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma

was I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  Only  a f t e r  t h e  War was t h e r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f

w h i t e  m i g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  The m i g r a t i o n  beg an  in  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s
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and r e a c h e d  i t s  p eak  in  t h e  t w e n ty  y e a r s  be tw een  1890 and 1910,  t h e  

l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  which was t h e  p e r i o d  in w hi ch  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  

e x p e r i e n c e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  im m ig ra n t s  i n t o  t h i s  r e g i o n  w e re  poo r  w h i t e  s o u t h e r n e r s  who, 

a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d i s l o c a t i o n s  p r o d u c e d  by an  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  S o u t h ,  

found t h e i r  way t o  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  

A r k a n s a s  and T ex as  and l a t e r  t o  O k lah o m a . '  By 1910,  o u t  o f  a 

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 , 6 5 7 ,1 5 5  ( 1 , 6 1 6 , 7 1 3  o f  whom w ere  b o r n  in t h e  U . S . )  

o n l y  5 1 5 , 2 1 2 ,  l e s s  t h a n  o n e - t h i r d ,  had been b o rn  in  Oklahoma.  Out 

o f  t h e  1 , 1 0 1 ,5 0 1  p e o p l e  who w ere  bo rn  e l s e w h e r e  in  t h e  U .S .  b u t  were  

r e s i d e n t s  o f  Oklahoma in  t h a t  y e a r ,  more t h a n  t w i c e  a s  many we re  

b o r n  in  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  o r  b o r d e r  s t a t e s  t h a n  had been b o rn  in  t h e  West 

o r  Midwest .  T hus ,  in  1910 more p e o p l e  l i v i n g  in  Oklahoma had been 

bo rn  in S o u th e r n  o r  b o r d e r  s t a t e s  t h a n  had been  bo rn  in  Oklahoma.

(See  T a b l e  1 ) .
2

O s c a r  H a n d l i n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Amer ican  i n d u s t r i a l  g ro w th  

may h av e  bee n  t h e  " f r o n t i e r "  and t h e  " s a f e t y  v a l v e "  n o t  f o r  American 

w o r k e r s  b u t  f o r  d i s p o s s e s s e d  E uro pe an  p e a s a n t s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  

a v a i l a b l e  and u n d e v e lo p e d  la nd  in  t h e  G u l f  S o u th w e s t  in t h e  l a t e  

19t h  c e n t u r y  may have a c t e d  a s  a s a f e t y  v a l v e  f o r  t h e  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  

p r o d u c e d  in  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  S o u th .  The s p u r  t o  o p e n i n g  t h i s  r e g i o n

^Woodward, p .  109-
2

Osca r  H a n d l i n ,  The U pro o ted  (New York:  G r o s s e t  6 D unlop,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  
p p .  24—36.
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T a b l e  1. O r i g i n a l  S t a t e  o f  B i r t h  o f  Oklahoma R e s i d e n t s - - 1 9 1 0

S o u th e r n S t a t e s M idwes ter n S t a t e s Al 1 o t h e r  s t a t e s

Texas 205 ,462 Kansas 101,17 9 P e n n s y l v a n i a  15, 135
M i s s o u r i 162,266 111i n o i s 7 1 , 0 8 5 A l l  o t h e r s  8 0 , 0 9 5
A r k a n s a s 132 ,763 In d i a n a 41,431
T e n n e s s e e 6 2 , 4 4 5 Iowa 4 1 , 1 8 6
Kentucky 43,431 Ohio 3 3 ,0 9 4
Alabama 3 3 ,1 9 8 N e bra ska 16 ,844
Miss . 28,261
Geo rg i a 2 0 , 4 8 5
L o u i s i a n a 13,313

T o t a l 70 1 ,6 2 4 T o t a l 304 ,8 1 9 T o t a l  9 5 , 2 3 0

Born in Oklahoma 
Born in Sou th  
Born in Midwest 
Bon in  a l 1 o t h e r s

T o t a l  N a t i v e  
F o r e i g n  Born

T o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n

515 ,212  
701 ,624  
304 ,819  

9 5 , 2 3 0

1 , 6 1 6 ,7 1 3
4 0 , 4 4 2

1 , 6 5 7 ,1 5 5

S o u r c e :  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  o f  t h e  U .S .  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Oklahoma,  p.  595.
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t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  was t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  demand f o r  c o t t o n  

and t h e  l and  h u n g e r  o f  many d i s p o s s e s s e d  a g r a r i a n s  in a d j a c e n t  s t a t e s .

As ca n  a l s o  be s e e n  f rom T a b l e  1 t h e  s t a t e s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e  l a r g e s t  

number o f  im m i g r a n t s  t o  O k lah o m a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  came f rom T e x a s ,  M i s s o u r i ,  

A r k a n s a s  and K a n sa s .  Many o f  t h e  p o o r  w h i t e  S o u t h e r n  m i g r a n t s  l o o k i n g  

f o r  a b e t t e r  l i f e  w e re  r a p i d l y  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o l e t a r i a t  in  T exas  and Oklahoma.  Oklahoma was t h e  " l a s t  f r o n t i e r "  

and r a p i d l y  became an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s y s t em  w h i c h ,  I w i l l  t r y  t o  show,  

l ed  n o t  t o  ec onomic  s e c u r i t y  b u t  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  i m m i z e r a t i o n .

J e f f e r s o n i a n i s m  and t h e  Con cep t  o f  "Yeomanry"

The t e r m  "yeoman" i s  d e f i n e d  in  W e b s t e r ' s  d i c t i o n a r y  a s

f o l l o w s :

A s m a l l  p r o p r i e t o r  who c u l t i v a t e s  h i s  own l a n d ,  lower  in  
r a n k  t h a n  a  g e n t l e m a n ,  . . .

Hence,  a common man,  o r  o n e  o f  t h e  commonalty  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
o r  most  r e s p e c t a b l e  c l a s s ;  a f r e e h o l d e r ;  a  man f r e e  b o r n .

3
The r o l e  o f  yeoman has  i t s  o r i g i n s  in  B r i t i s h  s o c i e t y .  I t  s u g g e s t s  

n e i t h e r  a f e u d a l  s e r f  whose econo mic  o b l i g a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  o f  him 

f e a l t y  o r  s e r v i c e  t o  an o v e r l o r d .  Nor ,  d o e s  i t  r e f e r  t o  a modern ,  

r a t i o n a l l y  c a l c u l a t i n g  " f a r m e r . "  The yeoman was g e n e r a t e d  in  an  e r a  

t h a t  was b o t h  p o s t - f e u d a l  and p r e - c a p i t a l i s t .  The man " f r e e  b o r n "  was 

n e i t h e r  o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  n o r  a  s e r f ,  b u t  more  o r  l e s s  r e s e m b l e s  what  can  

be s e e n  a s  a f r e e  p e a s a n t r y .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  t h e  r o l e  and s t a t u s  o f  

t h e  yeoman can  b e s t  be u n d e r s t o o d  in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  a g r a r i a n

3
W e b s t e r ' s  New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i c t i o n a r y ,  2d e d . ,  u n a b r i d g e d  

( S p r i n g f i e l d ,  M a s s . :  G 6 C Mer r iam C o . ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 5 5 ) .
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I,
i d e a l s  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  who, I w i 11 a r g u e ,  saw A m er ic a ,  w i t h  i t s  

ab u n d a n c e  o f  f r e e  l a n d ,  a s  o f f e r i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  

and moral  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  E uro pe an  p e a s a n t r y .  In t h e  v a s t ,  empty 

t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  New W or ld ,  an a t t e m p t  c o u l d  be made t o  e x t e n d  t h e  

h i t h e r t o  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r i v i l e g e  o f  la nd  ( p r o p e r t y )  o w n e r s h i p  t o  t h e  

common man. For  J e f f e r s o n ,  t h i s  c o u l d  be  j u s t i f i e d  by r e f e r e n c e  

t o  t h e  E n l i g h t e n m e n t  p h i l o s o p h e r  Locke who a r g u e d  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  

o w n e r s h i p  was a " n a t u r a l  r i g h t . "  The P h y s i o c r a t i c  and a r i s t o c r a t i c  

n o t i o n  t h a t  moral  v i r t u e  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t i l l i n g  t h e  s o i l  was 

e x t e n d e d  by J e f f e r s o n  t o  a l l  men.

For  J e f f e r s o n  t h e  d e p e n d e n c y  o f  s e r f d o m  was c o r r u p t i n g  t o  

human n a t u r e .  To e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  d ep en d en cy  was t o  g i v e  mankind h i s  

f r eed o m .  E q u a l i t y  o f  p r o p e r t y  was s e e n  a s  a  means t o  f r eedom  r a t h e r  

t h a n  v i c e  v e r s a .  Freedom was e s s e n t i a l  t o  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  T h u s ,  

t h e  yeoman f a rm ,  t i l l e d  by i t s  ow n e r ,  was c o n c e i v e d  a s  t h e  

backbone  o f  p o p u l a r  s e l f  go v er n m en t  and dem o cracy .

T h ese  i d e a s  s a n c t i f i e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  in t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  Amer ican  f a m i l y  f a rm .  The i d e a l s  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  fa rm  

we re  s e e n  t o  e x p r e s s  we re  t h e  s e c u l a r  embodiment  o f  a  moral  and s a c r e d  

c r e e d .  The f a m i l y  fa rm  in  American f o l k l o r e  and myth has  p r o v i d e d  

n o t  o n l y  a l i v e l i h o o d  f o r  i t s  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  has  embodied a t o t a l  way 

o f  l i f e .  The p a t r i m o n y  a  f a r m e r  l e f t  t o  h i s  s o n ,  a s  among t r a d i t i o n a l

4
Whi tney  A. G r i s w o l d ,  Farming S Democracy (New Haven:  Y a le  

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 952) ;  J o s e p h  Dorfman,  "The Economic P h i l o s o p h y  o f  
Thomas J e f f e r s o n , "  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  Q u a r t e r l y  LV (March 1 9 ^0) :  9 8 - 1 2 1 .  
My d i s c u s s i o n  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  democracy  i s  b a se d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e s e  
two w o rk s .
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p e o p l e ,  was a monument t o  h i s  own l i f e — a s i g n  o f  h i s  i n d u s t r y  and

t h r i f t — h i s  v i r t u e .  T h i s  form o f  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  was r o o t e d  in  t h e

v a l u e  o f  h a r d  work and i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  e a r n  o n e ' s  " s a l v a t i o n "  a s  

w e l l  a s  a l i v i n g .  The a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  was a l s o  s a n c t i f i e d  

by t h i s  i n n e r  w o r l d l y  a s c e t i c i s m .  The c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  fa rm  

was s e e n  a s  m o r a l l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  l i f e  found  in c i t i e s .

The yeoman f a r m ,  l i k e  t h e  p e a s a n t  h o l d i n g  was t o  be  t h e

econom ic  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  f rom w h i c h ,  a l s o  l i k e  t h e  

p e a s a n t ' s ,  i t  would  draw i t s  own l a b o r .  P r o d u c t i o n  was f o r  u s e ;  t h e  

l o c u s  o f  e x c h a n g e  n o t  y e t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commodi ty  m a r k e t  b u t  t h e  

l o c a l  town.  T h e r e  t h e  s a l e  o f  a s m a l l  s u r p l u s  was t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  

f a m i l y  l i v i n g  by p r o v i d i n g  a few m a n u f a c t u r e d  l u x u r i e s .  The yeoman 

was t h e  embodiment  in  many ways o f  t h e  " f r e e  p e a s a n t . "  E r i c  Wolf 

w r i t e s ,

The p e a s a n t  u t o p i a  i s  t h e  f r e e  v i l l a g e ,  u n t r a m m e l l e d  
by t a x  c o l l e c t o r s ,  l a b o r  r e c r u i t e r s ,  l a r g e  l an d o w n e rs  
and o f f i c i a l s . 5

The y eo m a n ' s  g o a l  was t o  l i v e  an  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s o l i d  and r e s p e c t a b l e  

l i f e ,  u n b u rd e n ed  by t h e  i n d i g n i t i e s  o f  p o v e r t y  and t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

e x i s t e n c e .  His econo mic  f r eed o m  was n o t  y e t  d i r e c t e d  a t  u n l i m i t e d  

a c q u i s i t i o n ;  he was n o t  y e t  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t .  L i b e r a t e d  

f rom t h e  s o c i a l  and econo mic  o b l i g a t i o n s  owed a r i s t o c r a t i c  m a s t e r s  

he  c o u l d  a c q u i r e  p r o p e r t y ,  and w i t h  h i s  p e e r s  g o v e r n  h i s  communi ty .

For  J e f f e r s o n ,  no s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  s h o u l d  e v e r  

d o m i n a t e  t h e  f r e e  yeoman p o p u l a r  dem o cr acy .  A s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  gov e r n m en t

"*Eric W ol f ,  P e a s a n t  Wars o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u ry  , p .  2 3 k .
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composed o f  b a n k e r s ,  l a r g e  l a n d o w n e rs  o r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  s h o u l d  n e v e r

i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  autonomy o f  t h e  town m e e t i n g .  Hobsbawm w r i t e s  o f

t h e  S p a n i s h  p e a s a n t  a n a r c h i s t  Communes d u r i n g  t h e  S p a n i s h  C i v i l  War,

V i l l a g e s  had run t h e m s e l v e s ,  b o t h  e c o n o m i c a l l y  and 
p o l i t i c a l l y ,  in t h e i r  p r i m i t i v e  way w i t h  a  minimum 
o f  a c t u a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  gov e r n m en t  
and c o e r c i o n ,  and i t  seemed r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  
a u t h o r i t y  and t h e  S t a t e  w e re  u n n e c e s s a r y  i n t r u s i o n s . 6

P o t e n t i a l  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  on t h i s  t y p e  o f  p o p u l a r  democracy

were  p e r c i e v e d  a s  e m a n a t i n g  f rom b o t h  t h e  p a s t  and t h e  f u t u r e ;  on t h e

one hand t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a l an d ed  a r i s t o c r a c y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e

E uro pean  o n e ,  on  t h e o t h e r  hand t h e  g ro w th  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  t r a d e

and i n d u s t r y .  An a r i s t o c r a c y  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  c r e a t e  a c l a s s  o f  s e r f s ,

w h i l e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  w hi ch  J e f f e r s o n  saw e x e m p l i f i e d  in  t h e

E n g l i s h  w o rk sh o p s  o f  t h e  18 t h  c e n t u r y  g e n e r a t e d  wage s l a v e s .

J e f f e r s o n  w r o t e ,

. . .  l e t  o u r  w ork shops  r em a in  in  E u ro p e .  . . .
The mobs o f  g r e a t  c i t i e s  add j u s t  s o  much t o  t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  p u r e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  s o r e s  d o  t o  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  human b o d y . 7

The o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  p r e s u m a b ly  Am er ic ans  had t o  b u i l d  a d e m o c r a t i c

and  e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  was p r e d i c a t e d  on t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  b u i l d i n g

an e q a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  u n f e t t e r e d  by a c l a s s  hegemony o f  e i t h e r  a

f e u d a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  o r  an i n d u s t r i a l  b o u r g e o i s i e .

^E.  J .  Hobsbawm, P r i m i t i v e  R e b e l s  (New York:  W. W. N o r to n  S C o . ,  
1 9 5 9 ) ,  P .  82 .

^ G r i s w o l d ,  p p .  3 0 - 3 1 .
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A g r a r i a n  Myth

T h ro u g h o u t  American h i s t o r y ,  r u r a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i f e  have
g

bee n  g l o r i f i e d .  H o f s t a d t e r  c a l l s  t h i s  e t h o s  w h ich  e x a l t e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  

v i r t u e s  and m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  yeoman f a r m e r  in  Amer ican l i f e  t h e  " a g r a r i a n  

m y t h . "  He a r g u e s  t h a t  f rom even  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p e r i o d  in  American h i s t o r y ,  

t h i s  myth has  n e v e r  c o r r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  econ om ic  and s o c i a l  r e a l i t i e s  

o f  American a g r a r i a n  l i f e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  has  been  d e e p l y  embedded in  t h e  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  American f a r m e r s .  He a r g u e s  t h a t  w h e r e v e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

( r i v e r s ,  c a n a l s ,  r a i l r o a d s )  h ave  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  r a t i o n a l  

c a l c u l a t i o n  and commodi ty m in d ed n es s  t o  " p a y  o f f , "  American f a r m e r s  have 

t e n d e d  t o  c l e a v e  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  commodity  m a r k e t .  I f  t h e  n a t i v e  

Amer ican yeoman was e v e r  a s u b s i s t e n c e  f a r m e r ,  he and h i s  im migra n t  

b r e t h r e n  e a g e r l y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  gr ow ing  i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i e t y  h a s  r e q u i r e d .  H o f s t a d t e r ' s  v iew i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  M o o re ' s  

a r g u m e n t  t h a t  w h e r e v e r  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  r e a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

s o c i a l  a n d / o r  econ om ic  g a i n ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  (non-com modi ty  m a r k e t  o r i e n t e d )  

f o rms  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be abandoned  in  f a v o r  o f  r a t i o n a l  

c a l c u l a t i o n ,  c o m p e t i t i o n  and econo mic  e x p a n s i o n .

A l t h o u g h  in  p a r t  t h e  Homestead Act  l a t e r  o f f e r e d  t o  t r a n s p l a n t  

t h e  m y t h i c a l  yeoman t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r ,  Moore a r g u e s  t h a t  by 

t h e  I 8 5 0 ' s  t h e  demand f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m o d i t i e s  by t h e  E a s t  and 

E urope  made s u b s i s t e n c e  t o t a l l y  u n t e n a b l e  on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  T ho se  who 

f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  t h e  w e s t e r n  h i n t e r l a n d s  w e re  r e q u i r e d  t o  a d o p t  t h e

g
R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r ,  The Age o f  Reform (New York:  K n o p f - V i n t a g e ,  

1955) ,  C h a p t e r  I .
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c u l t u r a l  and b e h a v i o r a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  m ax im iz in g  m a r k e t  o r i e n t e d

econ omic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Moore w r i t e s ,

Under t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  day t h e  
f a m i l y  farm [became] an  e f f i c i e n t  s o c i a l  mechanism 
f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  w h e a t ,  c o r n ,  hogs and o t h e r  
m a r k e t a b l e  p r o d u c t s .  The f a m i l y  f a rm  [became] a 
s u c c e s s f u l  com mer cia l  v e n t u r e  in w e s t e r n  s o i l . 9

However ,  in c o n t r a s t  t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  m o d e r n i z i n g  t e n d e n c y ,  

i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  o u r  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  a g r a r i a n  t o  s t r e s s  t h a t  

a s  w i t h  o t h e r  forms o f  econ om ic  g r o w t h ,  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  

in  Am er ica  t o o k  p l a c e  u n e v e n l y .  For  t h e  yeoman f a r m e r  o f  t h e  a n t e ­

b e l l u m  S o u t h ,  t h e r e  we re  f e w e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m o d e r n i ­

z a t i o n  th a n  f o r  t h e  w e s t e r n  f a r m e r .  T h u s ,  h e r e  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  

yeoman i d e a l  and H o f s t a d t e r ’ s a g r a r i a n  "m y th "  c o r r e s p o n d e d  more c l o s e l y  

w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  s o c i a l  and econo mic  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  po o r  w h i t e  f a r m e r .  

In t h e  S o u th  t h e  s m a l l  f r e e h o l d e r  can t h e r e f o r e  be s e e n  a s  b e i n g  c l o s e r  

t o  t h e  p e a s a n t  end o f  a  p e a s a n t - f a r m e r  co n t in u u m  t h a n  h i s  w e s t e r n  

c o u n t e r p a r t .

The S o u t h e r n  Yeoman
H i s t o r i c a l  Root s  and O r i e n t a t i o n  t o  P r o d u c t i o n

The S o u t h e r n  w h i t e  yeoman o r i g i n a t e d  a s  a  f r o n t i e r s m a n ,  moving 

w e s t  f rom  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t a l  s t a t e s  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  C a r o l i n a s  and 

G e o r g i a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  19t h  c e n t u r y  i n t o  w e s t e r n  G e o r g i a ,  

Alabama,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  Kentucky and T e n n e s s e e .  Whe the r  by c h o i c e ^  o r

g
B a r r i n g t o n  Moore,  The O r i g i n s  o f  D i c t a t o r s h i p  6 Democracy 

(London:  P e n g u i n ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp” 128-29 .

L. Ows ley,  P l a i n  F o l k  o f  t h e  Old S o u th  ( L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 ^ 9 ) ,  p .  3**.
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ec on om ic  c o e r c i o n "  t h e  yeoman s e t t l e d  in  t h e  u p c o u n t r y  p i n e  b a r r e n s  

12and m o u n t a i n s  w h i l e  t h e  p l a n t e r s  who moved w e s t  i n t o  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g

S o u th  a t  t h i s  t i m e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a c c e s s  t o  l a r g e  am ou nt s  o f  c a p i t a l ,

g a i n e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f e r t i l e  l o w l a n d s  and r i v e r b o t t o m s .  T h e r e ,

s o i l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  was h i g h  and c o t t o n  c o u l d  be grown a t  g r e a t  p r o f i t

13on l a r g e  s l a v e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  One h i s t o r i a n  t e l l s  us  t h a t  in  t h e

e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  w e s tw a rd  m i g r a t i o n ,  t h e  yeomen f r o n t i e r s m e n  we re

p r i m a r i l y ,  t h o u g h  n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  h e rd sm e n ,  who p a s t u r e d  t h e i r

c a t t l e  and hogs  on t h e  empty and v a s t  p u b l i c  domain .  When t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

p e r m i t t e d  a c c e s s  t o  m a r k e t s ,  l i v e s t o c k  w e re  s o l d  f o r  c a s h .  T h i s

h e r d i n g  economy was s u p p l e m e n t e d  by h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t r a p p i n g  and

t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  f i e l d s  o f  c o r n ,  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s  and v e g e t a b l e s .  As

t h e  p u b l i c  domain gave  way t o  i n c r e a s e d  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e s e  " h e rd s m e n "

w e re  f o r c e d  t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  g r a z i n g  economy. A d d i t i o n a l  waves  o f

m i g r a t i o n  i n e v i t a b l y  d r o v e  l and  p r i c e s  up and t u r n e d  t h e  herdsmen

14i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s .

A l t h o u g h  s l a v e h o l d i n g  f a m i l i e s  in  t h e  Amer ican  S o u th  d u r i n g  

t h e  p e r i o d  1850-1860 c o m p r i s e d  a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o t a l  w h i t e  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  o n l y  k0% o f  a l l  o f  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  owned more  t h a n  t e n  s l a v e s . ^

" P a u l  G a t e s ,  The F a r m e r ' s  Age: 1815-60 (New York :  H o l t ,
R i n e h a r t  6 W i n s t o n ,  19&0),  pp .  1 - 2 0 .

12
O ws ley ,  p .  8 ;  Shugg,  pp .  9 - 1 0 .

13
O ws ley ,  p .  24.

]ii
Shugg,  pp.  4 4 - 4 5 ;  Owsley,  pp .  2 0 - 3 2 .

^ O w s l e y ,  pp .  8 - 9 .
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T hus ,  w h i l e  v e r y  few w h i t e  f a m i l i e s  we re  s l a v e h o l d e r s  e v e n  a  s m a l l e r

p e r c e n t  w e re  w e a l t h y  p l a n t e r s  w i t h  numerous  s l a v e s .  Yeoman f a r m e r s

w i t h  a  few s l a v e s  w e re  f r e q u e n t l y  n o t  much d i f f e r e n t  f rom  t h o s e  w i t h o u t

them; t h e  l i n e  w hich  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  l a r g e  f a r m e r  f rom t h e  sm al l  p l a n t e r

was b l u r r e d  i n d e e d .  A g r i c u l t u r i s t s  in t h e  S o u th  we re  n o t  e i t h e r

" p o o r  w h i t e s "  who l i v e d  in  c r u d e  c a b i n s  i n  t h e  bac k  c o u n t r y  o r  w e a l t h y

p l a n t a t i o n  o w n e r s ;  t h e r e  w e re  many s t r a t a  in  b e tw e e n .  W i t h o u t  a

s y s t e m a t i c  q u a n t i t a t i v e  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d y  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y

p r e c i s e l y  wh at  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  was .  Y e t ,  a s s u m in g

t h e  ab o v e  f i g u r e s  a r e  a c c u r a t e ,  t h e  w h i t e  yeoman ( w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  a

few h o u s e h o l d  s l a v e s )  was p r o b a b l y  nu merou s .

The i n f o r m a t i o n  we have  a b o u t  w h i t e  yeomen s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e i r

a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy was n o t  p r i m a r i l y  m a r k e t  o r i e n t e d .  In t h e  l a t e r

a n t e - b e l l u m  y e a r s  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r a i s e  some l i v e s t o c k  w h ich  th e y

c o u l d  s e l l  f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  c a s h  t h a t  was needed  f o r  t a x e s  a n d / o r  a

few l u x u r i e s  n o t  p ro d u c e d  on t h e i r  f a r m s .  M o s t ly  t h e y  r a i s e d  sm al l

f i e l d s  o f  c o r n ,  p o t a t o e s ,  c a b b a g e ,  co l  l a r d s ,  p e a s ,  b e a n s ,  pum pkins ,

t u r n i p s  and a few a c r e s  o f  t o b a c c o  and c o t t o n . ' ^  T h e i r s  was

. . .  a d i v e r s i f i e d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  t y p e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  
w here  t h e  money c r o p s  w e r e  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  fo o d  c r o p s  
w here  t h e  l a b o r  was p e r fo r m e d  by t h e  f a m i l y  o r  t h e  
f a m i l y  a i d e d  by a few s l a v e s J 7

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  owned t h e i r  own f a r m s  b u t  many were

18t e n a n t s  on l an d  owned b u t  n o t  worked by l a r g e  p l a n t e r s .  One

l 6 l b i d , , p .  35 .

1 7 1 b i d . ,  p .  135.

18
G a t e s ,  pp .  1 -20 .



-  38 -

h i s t o r i a n  e s t i m a t e s  f rom c e n s u s  r e p o r t s  from 1850-1860 t h a t ,

Over  60% o f  t h e  n o n s l a v e h o l d e r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  u p p e r  
s e a b o a r d  s t a t e s  . . . w e re  a l s o  l an d o w n e r s .  In t h e  
lower  s o u t h  and in  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  u p p e r  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  
s t a t e s  an e s t i m a t e d  70% owned fa rm s  . . . .About  75% 
o f  t h e s e  n o n - s l a v e h o l d i n g  fa rm s  ra n g ed  from a few t o  
200 a c r e s . i 9

S t a t u s  6 A u t h o r i t y

A l th o u g h  i t  would be  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g e n e r a l i z e  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e

o f  a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between  t h e  po o r  w h i t e s  and t h e  u p c o u n t r y  yeoman

b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War,  d e f e r e n c e  and r e s p e c t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  poo r

w h i t e  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  p l a n t e r  seems t o  have been t h e  r u l e .  The p l a n t e r

had p o l i t i c a l  l e g i t i m a c y ;  a s  t h e  embodiment  o f  a c e r t a i n  form o f  c l a s s

20r u l e  he had moral  a u t h o r i t y .  In an a r i s t o c r a t i c  and h i e r a r c h i c a l  form 

21o f  s o c i e t y  b l a c k s ,  w h i t e s  and p l a n t e r s  a l l  had t h e i r  " p l a c e , "  w h i l e  a t

t h e  same t i m e  s t a t u s  was n o t  a b s c r i b e d  b u t  a c h i e v e d .  T h e r e  was a " co d e

o f  h o n o r"  in t h e  Sou th  w hi ch  p a r t i a l l y  s e r v e d  a s  a s o u r c e  o f  l e g i t i m a t i o n

f o r  t h e  econ om ic  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  by t h e  p l a n t e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r

t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  econo mic  and s o c i a l  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  t h e  " p o o r  w h i t e s . "

T h i s  code  was a c c e p t e d  by a l l  and had i m p o r t a n t  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  on t h e  y e o -

22m a n ' s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  To s t e p  o u t  o f  p l a c e  would  be a b r e a c h  o f  " h o n o r " ;  

t o  d ea l  w i t h  t h e  "Neg ro "  on a b a s i s  o f  e q u a l i t y  would  be j u s t  a s  much a

19Owsley,  pp .  8 - 9 .

70
Owsley ,  p.  13^.

21 Eugene G e novese ,  "M a rx ian  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  S l a v e  S o u t h , "  in  
B a r t o n  B e r n s t e i n ,  e d . ,  Towards  a New P a s t  (Random H o u s e - P a n t h e o n , 1968) .  
Genovese  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m  was b o t h  " f e u d a l "  and 
" c a p i t a l i s t i c , "  t h a t  i t  had e l e m e n t s  o f  b o t h .  He c a l l s  i t  " p r e b o u r g e o i s . "

22
Shugg,  pp.  2 8 - 3 1 .  Shugg can  f i n d  no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  a h y p o t h e s i s  

o f  c l a s s  a n t a g n o i s m  to w ard s  t h e  p l a n t e r  by t h e  p o o r  w h i t e  yeoman d e s p i t e  h i s  
o r i g i n a l  p r e d i l e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  somehow must  e x i s t .
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b r e a c h  o f  t h i s  cod e a s  i t  became in p o s t - b e l l u m  s o c i e t y  t o  buy and 

23s e l l  h i s  v o t e .

P e r h a p s  b o t h  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  an econ omic  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

t h e  yeoman and t h e  g e n t r y ,  and t h e i r  a c t u a l  g e o g r a p h i c  and 

p h y s i c a l  i s o l a t i o n  from one a n o t h e r ,  was t o  some d e g r e e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  w e a l t h y  

p l a n t e r  had p r e - e m p t e d  most  o f  t h e  f e r t i l e  l o w lan d s  w hich  p ro duced  

c o t t o n  so  t h a t  t h e  yeoman was r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  sand y loams o f  t h e  

back c o u n t r y ,  t h e r e  was no a c t u a l  l i n k  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  between  them.

The yeoman, a l t h o u g h  p o o r  was i n d e p e n d e n t .  For t h e  most  p a r t  he 

owned h i s  own la nd  o r  s q u a t t e d  on i t .  Some who we re  t e n a n t s  p a i d  

r e n t  in k in d  o r  c a s h  t o  t h e i r  l a n d l o r d ,  b u t  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  was n o t  

q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  t e n a n t  who r e n t e d  l an d  in t h e  N ort h  

and West .

A l th o u g h  t h e r e  was n o t  a u n i f o r m  p o v e r t y  in  a l l  o f  t h e  

r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  u p c o u n t r y  S o u t h ,  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k  

b e l t  s l a v e  p l a n t a t i o n s  w e re  r e g i o n a l l y  s e g r e g a t e d  f rom t h e  l e s s  f e r t i l e  

a r e a s  o f  t h e  l a r g e  and s m a l l  f a r m e r s ,  and s m a l l  p l a n t e r s .  Thus l i f e  f o r  

t h e  yeoman was p r o b a b l y  n o t  a day t o  day e x p e r i e n c e  o f  d i r e c t  e x p l o i t a t i o n

John  D o l l a r d ,  C a s t e  & C l a s s  in  a S o u t h e r n  Town (Garden 
C i t y :  D ou b led a y -A n ch o r ,  1 9 57) .  John  D o l l a r d  shows t h i s  
19th  c e n t u r y  S o u th e r n  c ode  o p e r a t e d  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .
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o r  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  p l a n t e r ;  n o r  was i t  o n e  o f  v i v i d

c o n t r a s t s  o f  h i s  own p o v e r t y  w i t h  t h e  p l a n t e r ' s  w e a l t h .

I t  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  w hi ch  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r

t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o d e  o f  h o n o r  t o  e x i s t  s i d e  by s i d e  w i t h  e g a l i t a r i a n

i d e a l s  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  dem ocracy  and e q u a l i t y .  Shugg w r i t e s  o f  t h e

L o u i s i a n a  back c o u n t r y ,

In t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y ,  u n l i k e  t h e  b l a c k  b e l t ,  p e o p l e  
w e re  e v e r y w h e r e  so  p o o r  t h a t  t h e y  s h a r e d  t h e  
l e v e l l i n g  democracy  o f  backwoods  p o v e r t y . ^

T h u s ,  t h e  u p c o u n t r y  yeoman f a r m e r  c o u l d  g l o r i f y  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  t h e

"common man" w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  hegemony o f  t h e

p l a n t e r .

E t h n i c i t y  and C u l t u r e

The w h i t e  s o u t h e r n  yeoman was p a r t  o f  a  r e l a t i v e l y  homogenous

c u l t u r e .  T h e i r s  was a  communi ty  c o n n e c t e d  by k i n s h i p  and was c o m p r i s e d

o f  p e o p l e  o f  a  r e l a t i v e l y  u n i f i e d  e t h n i c  b a c k g ro u n d .  In t h e  e a r l y  19 th

c e n t u r y  when f r o n t i e r s m e n  w ere  f i r s t  s e t t l i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h i n t e r l a n d s ,

g r o u p s  o f  r e l a t i v e s ,  c h u r c h  g r o u p s  and even  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t i e s  moved

w e s t  t o g e t h e r  an d  g e n e r a l l y  s e t t l e d  in  t h e  same l o c a l e  o r  r e g i o n .  In

25some r e g i o n s  endogamy ce m e n ted  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  t i e s .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  

e t h n i c  b ac k g ro u n d  o f  s o u t h e r n  yeomanry was l i k e l y  t o  be o f  E n g l i s h  o r  

S c o t c h - l r i s h  d e s c e n t ;  t h e y  w e re  t h e  f o r b e a r s  o f  t h o s e  who had o r i g i n a l l y  

s e t t l e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t a l  p l a i n .

2k
Shugg,  p .  28 .

2 5 l b i d . , pp .  6 2 - 6 3 .
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S o u t h e r n  fo lkw ays  w e re  in p a r t  t h e  fo lk w a y s  
o f  r u r a l  E n g la n d ,  S c o t l a n d  and N o r th  I r e l a n d  
o f  t h e  16 t h  and 17 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  m o d i f i e d  by 
t h e  im pac t  o f  t h e  New World e n v i r o n m e n t ;  and 
in  p a r t  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  g ro w th  o f  t h e
S o u t h . 26

W h i l e  Eu rope an  im m ig ra n t s  p l a y e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  in

p e o p l i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  N o r th w e s t  T e r r i t o r y  ( t h e

r e g i o n  wh ich  l a t e r  became I n d i a n a ,  I l l i n o i s ,  O h io ,  M ich ig an  and

W is c o n s i n )  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  more w e s t e r n  p r a i r i e  s t a t e s  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s

l a t e r ,  few Eu ro p ean s  s e t t l e d  t h e  S o u th  in  t h e  l a t e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y .

H i s t o r i a n s  a r g u e  t h a t  E u r o p e a n s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a v o i d e d  t h e  S o u th  in

o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c h e a p  l a b o r  o f  b l a c k  s l a v e s .

The I r i s h  and Germans who had come t o  New O r l e a n s  
by t h e  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  b e f o r e  i 86 0 . . . t h e  
g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  s a i l e d  up t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  M id d le
W e s t .27

The p r e s e n c e  o f  s l a v e r y  in  t h e  Sou th  c a n  be  s e e n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  h av in g  

i n a d v e r t e n t l y  p r e s e r v e d  e t h n i c  h o m o g en e i ty  among t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n .

The M o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A m e r ic a — The S o u t h e r n  and W e s te r n  R o u te s

W hi le  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w hi ch  s e t t l e d  Oklahoma was l a r g e l y  

S o u t h e r n ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  was c o m p l i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

u n t i l  a b o u t  1890 Oklahoma was I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  Two m a j o r  r e s u l t s  

o c c u r r e d  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h i s .  F i r s t l y  t h e  r e g i o n  was c l o s e d  t o  

w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  u n t i l  mos t  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  s t a t e s  w e re  u n d e r  t h e  

p low.  S e c o n d l y ,  a s  r e s u l t s  o f  i t s  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  (a s  w i l l  be e x p l o r e d

2 6 l b i d . ,  p .  91 .

2^S hugg , p .  258 .
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l a t e r )  Oklahoma e x p e r i e n c e d  two d i s t i n c t  p a t h s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .

Oklahoma became a c o m p o s i t e  o f  b o t h  S o u t h e r n  and W e s te rn  e l e m e n t s .

E a s t e r n  Oklahoma came t o  r e s e m b l e  t h e  S o u th  in  i t s  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  

w h i l e  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma s h a r e d  i m p o r t a n t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Amer ican 

Wes t .  Y e t ,  b o t h  r e g i o n s  w e re  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e i r  

s e c t i o n a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s .

T h u s ,  b e f o r e  we ca n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  

in  e a c h  o f  t h e  two r e g i o n s  o f  Oklahoma we must  f i r s t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

ways in  w h ich  t h e  im pac t  o f  modern m a rk e t  r e l a t i o n s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  a g r a r i a n  

p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S o u th  and t h e  West .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  we w i l l  be a b l e  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  ways in  w h ich  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  

Oklahoma d i f f e r e d  f rom t h a t  o f  t h e  S o u th  and Wes t .  F i n a l l y ,  we w i l l  

s e e  how t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  O k lah o m a ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  

le d  t o  a form o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  b o t h  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w hich  l ed  

t o  r a p i d  i m m i z e r a t i o n  and t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  w h ich  e x p r e s s e d  

i t s e l f  in  s u p p o r t  f o r  S o c i a l i s m .

M o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  American S o u t h :

The Impact o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  on A Quasi  Feudal  S o c i a l  O rd e r

With  t h e  C i v i l  War and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  

28Sou th  b eg a n .  The e n t i r e  s o c i a l  and econo mic  o r d e r  founded  on p l a n t a t i o n  

s l a v e r y  c o l l a p s e d .  W h i l e  s l a v e r y  had been  a b o l i s h e d ,  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  

soon r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  u n d e r  s h a r e - c r o p p i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

Though many f o r m e r  members o f  t h e  p l a n t e r  a r i s t o c r a c y  w e r e  i m p o v e r i s h e d

28The f o r t h c o m i n g  a n a l y s i s  i s  b a se d  p r i m a r i l y  on C. Vann Woodward,  
O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  New S o u t h ,  1866-1913 .
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o t h e r s  had r e t a i n e d  t h e  means t o  e n a b l e  them t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  new 

w e a l t h .  J o i n e d  by n o r t h e r n e r s  and  p a r v e n u s  t h e  f o r m e r  p l a n t e r  

a r i s t o c r a c y  ( s i g n i f i c a n t  e l e m e n t s  o f  i t  a t  l e a s t )  began t o  em brace  

t h e  m a r k e t .  R a i l r o a d s ,  c o t t o n  m i l l s ,  co a l  m ines  and many o t h e r  forms 

o f  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  s p r a n g  up.  Whi le  t h e  q u a s i - n a t i o n a l i s t i c ,  

e t h n o c e n t r i c  a t t i t u d e s  o f  a l l  w h i t e s  u n i t e d  S o u t h e r n e r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Yankee " c a r p e t b a g g e r s "  d u r i n g  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d ,  t h e  Compromise 

o f  1877 saw t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  o l d  s o r e s  o f  c l a s s  a n t a g o n i s m  f e l t  by 

p o o r  w h i t e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  o l d  p l a n t e r - n e w  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  a r i s t o c r a c y .

The p o o r  w h i t e  was i n e v i t a b l y  v i c t i m i z e d  by b e i n g  drawn i n t o  t h e  m a t r i x  

o f  modern s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  in  t h e  a g r i c u t l u r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  in  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r .  The i n c r e a s e  in lan d  s p e c u l a t i o n  and t h e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c r o p  l i e n  laws l ed  t h e  i s o l a t e d  h i l l  f a r m e r  t o  be 

drawn i n t o  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  t e n a n t r y ,  c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and d e b t .

P r e s s u r e  on t h e  l a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a p r o l e t a r i a n i z e d  

work f o r c e  in  t h e  r u r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  newly d e v e l o p i n g  u r b a n  a r e a s .  

I n e v i t a b l y  v a s t  d i s l o c a t i o n s  among t h e  po o r  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  led  t o  

s t r a i n s  in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  f o r m e r  g e n t r y  a n d / o r  new 

e l i  t e s .

The o l d  Bourbon,  Whig a r i s t o c r a c y ,  i . e . ,  t h o s e  who re m a in ed  

among t h e  e l i t e  in  t h e  u p s u r g e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  c o u l d  o n l y  

m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  t h r o u g h  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t s .  T h i s  r e q u i r e d  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p o o r  w h i t e s  

and  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  b l a c k  v o t e s .  To g a i n  t h e  w h i t e  v o t e  D e m o c r a c t i c  

p o l i t i c a n s  made a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  common man in t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  

S o u t h e r n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  w hich  had c l a i m e d  h i s  a l l e g i a n c e  in  t h e
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p a s t .  S o u t h e r n  D e m o c ra t i c  p o l i t i c i a n s  donned t h e  w h i t e  h a t  and g l o v e s  

o f  t h e  d e f u n c t  p l a n t e r  a r i s t o c r a c y  and a c q u i r e d  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  C o lo n e l  

and Major  in an a t t e m p t  t o  r e - e v o k e  t h e  a n c i e n t  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  l o y a l t y  

and d e f e r e n c e .

Yet  when t h e  a n t e - b e l l u m  moral  and s o c i a l  o r d e r  c o l l a p s e d ,  

when i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  " h o n o r "  had bee n  s u p p l a n t e d  by " g r e e d "  

(economic  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  i s  a lw a y s  p e r c e i v e d  a s  g r e e d  by a d h e r e n t s  t o  

an  a r i s t o c r a t i c  t r a d i t i o n ) ,  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t ,  a lw a y s  j u s t  b e n e a t h  t h e  

s u r f a c e ,  e r u p t e d .  The G ra n g e ,  t h e  Wheel ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  A l l i a n c e  and 

f i n a l l y  t h e  P o p u l i s t  P a r t y ,  w e re  a c t i v e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  S o u th  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  l 8 8 0 ' s  and 1 8 9 0 ' s .  The p r o t e s t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e s e  movements 

was c l e a r l y  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  "New S o u t h " ,  an  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  

S o u t h .  The i n d i g e n o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  e l i t e s  w e re  p e r c e i v e d  as  do m in a t ed  and 

c o n t r o l l e d  by n o r t h e r n  c a p i t a l .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e s e  p r o t e s t s  

c o n t a i n e d  a s t r o n g  component  o f  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  l o c a l  g e n t r y ,  w hi ch  

was s e e n  a s  b e t r a y i n g  t h e  v e r y  Sou th  t h e y  r o m a n t i c i z e d  on t h e  h u s t i n g s .  

T h u s ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  e x p e r i e n c e  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War can be s e e n  a s  an  

i n s t a n c e  in  w hich  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m a rk e t  r e l a t i o n s  o r  m o d e r n i ­

z a t i o n  ca n  h ave  a t e n d e n c y  t o  r u p t u r e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

between  p e a s a n t s  and t h e  g e n t r y .

B l a c k s  in  t h e  S o u th

No d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p o s t  C i v i l  War S o u th  would be c o m p l e t e  

w i t h o u t  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  b l a c k s  in  t h e  e m e r g e n t  s o c i e t y .

I t  s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n  and f o l l o w s  f rom t h e  p a s t  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  t h e  more 

poor  w h i t e s  w e re  v i c t i m i z e d  and  d i s l o c a t e d  by t h e  new s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  t h e
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more t h e y  would  be l i k e l y  t o  s e e k  r e f u g e  in  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  

o f  h e i r a r c h y  and o r d e r .  The 18 801s and 1 8 9 0 ' s  b r o u g h t  w i t h  i t  an 

i n c r e a s i n g  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  w h i t e s  t o  com pe te  e c o n o m i c a l l y  w i t h  b l a c k s ,  

b o t h  on t h e  l a n d  a s  w e l l  a s  in  i n d u s t r y .  B la c k  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  and 

c o n v i c t  l a b o r  was r a p i d l y  i n t r o d u c e d .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  C i v i l  War 

c a l l e d  t h e  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  i n t o  q u e s t i o n ;  t h e y  we re  f r e e  b u t  

in  no way e q u a l ,  a v e r y  ambiguous  p o s i t i o n  in  t e r m s  o f  s t a t u s .  

I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  h e i g h t e n e d  t h e  econo mic  t e n s i o n s  between  b l a c k s  and 

poor  w h i t e s .  T hus ,  b o t h  m o r a l l y  and e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  f rom t h e  p o i n t  o f  

v i ew  o f  t h e  po o r  w h i t e ,  t h e  b l a c k s  must  be r e l e g a t e d  by f o r c e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  

t o  t h e  bo t to m  o f  t h e  h e a p .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a s  

b l a c k s  seemed t o  be mak ing i n r o a d s  i n t o  w h i t e  p r e s e r v e s ,  however s m a l l ,  

a s  a r i s t o c r a t i c  and p a t e r n a l i s t i c  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  g ave  way t o  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  b o u r g e o i s  i d e a l s  a b o u t  f r e e  c o m p e t i t i o n  in  t h e  l 8 9 0 ' s ,  

t h a t  we s h o u l d  s e e  t h e  d e b u t  o f  J im  Crow laws and p o l i t i c a l  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e ­

ment  f o r  b l a c k s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  S o u th .

M o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  West

F o l l o w i n g  M o o r e ' s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  what  i s  p e r h a p s  most  s a l i e n t  

f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in America  i s  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a f e u d a l  a r i s t o c r a c y .  In f a c t  Moore a r g u e s  

t h a t  we have indeed  had on e in  A m er ic a .  He co m pares  t h e  S o u t h e r n  

a n t e - b e l l u m  p l a n t e r  t o  t h e  German J u n k e r  mak ing t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  f u n c t i o n a l  s i m i l a r i t i e s  bet w een  them i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t o t a l l y  

c o n g r u e n t  in t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  e c o n o m ic ,  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  f u n c t i o n s .

What i s  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  Amer ican  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a
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p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  on t h e  l a n d .  T h u s ,  in  d i r e c t  

c o n t r a s t  t o  E uro pe  t h e r e  was a s u p e r a b u n d a n c e  o f  l an d  and an  a b s e n c e  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  t o  t i l l  i t .  Seen w i t h  h i n d s i g h t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

t h e  goa l  o f  m o d e r n i z i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  was t o  s e t t l e  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  on t h e  

l and  in su ch  a way a s  t o  be  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  g ro w th  o f  o t h e r  b o u r g e o i s  

d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h e r e  was no need  t o  remove them from t h e  

l a n d ,  b u t  t o  p l a c e  them t h e r e  in  su ch  a way t h a t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  

would c o i n c i d e  w i t h  i n t e r e s t s  and i d e a l s  o f  b o u r g e o i s  dem o cr acy .

( T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e r e  was any i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ,  an y  o v e r ­

a r c h i n g  m a s t e r  p l a n  h a t c h e d  in  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  o f  power t o  do t h i s . )

Moore w r i t e s ,

The a c t u a l  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  Westward t r e k ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  was 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  e a r l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  and 
i n d i v i d u a l i s t  c a p i t a l i s m  by s p r e a d i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  in 
p r o p e r t y .

Yet  Moore buys  t h e  " T u r n e r  h y p o t h e s i s "  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t i e r  was a

" s a f e t y  v a l v e "  f o r  u r b a n  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c o n t e n t .

The e x i s t e n c e  o f  f r e e  l and  gave  a u n i q u e  t w i s t  t o  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s  bet w een  c a p i t a l i s t s  and workmen in  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  s t a g e s  o f  American c a p i t a l i s m ,  s t a g e s  
whi ch  in  Europe we re  marked by t h e  g ro w th  o f  v i o l e n t  
r a d i c a l  movements .  Here  e n e r g i e s  t h a t  in  Europe  would 
h av e  gone i n t o  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e  u n i o n s  and f r a m in g  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p ro g ram s  w e n t  i n t o  schemes p r o v i d i n g  
a  f r e e  farm f o r  e v e r y  workman w h e t h e r  he  wan te d  i t  
o r  n o t . 30

Y e t ,  in  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  l an d  s e t t l e m e n t  and i t s  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  b o u r g e o i s  d em o c r a c y ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  

a r e  n o t :  1) w h e t h e r  t h e  f r o n t i e r  was in d e ed  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  an  u rb a n

^ M o o r e ,  p .  131.  

I b i d . , p p .  130 -3 1 .
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p r o l e t a r i a t ;  o r  2) w h e t h e r  t h e  f r o n t i e r  a c t e d  a s  a  " s a f e t y  v a l v e "  

f o r  s i p h o n i n g  o f f  u r b a n  w o r k e r ' s  d i s c o n t e n t .  What we mus t  a s k  i s  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  1) What we re  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  in  g e n e r a t i n g  

a s y s t e m  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n t e r p r i s e  w h ich  was c o n d u c i v e  t o  a g r a r i a n  

s u p p o r t  o f  r a t h e r  t h a n  h o s i t i i i t y  to w ar d s  b o u r g e o i s  forms o f  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r ? ;  2) How was an a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  s e t t l e d  on t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  f r o n t i e r s  which t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  

s u p p o r t e d  a s o c i e t y  b a s e d  on i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  g e n e r a t i n g  an im pe tus  f rom  t h e  l e f t  o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e s t r o y  i t ? ;

3) How was an a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  which was w i l l i n g  t o  

a c c e p t  t h e  m a r k e t  a s  a mechanism f o r  a r b i t r a t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o f  economic  

and he nce  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ?

In o r d e r  t o  an s w e r  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  i f  o n l y  c u r s o r i l y ,  we 

must  lo o k  a t  p u b l i c  l an d  p o l i c i e s  in  A m er ic a .  I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  a  r a t i o n a l l y  c a l c u l a t i n g  b u s i n e s s m a n - f a r m e r  on t h e  

f r o n t i e r  s u c c e e d e d  n o t  b e c a u s e  f r e e  o r  c h e a p  l and  gave t h e  common 

man an " i n t e r e s t  in  p r o p e r t y "  ( p e a s a n t s  a l s o  have a deep  and a b i d i n g  

i n t e r e s t  in owning t h e i r  own p r o p e r t y ) ,  b u t  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  " f r e e  l and  f o r  t h e  common m an , "  so  d e e p l y  embedded in 

t h e  a g r a r i a n  myth and t h e  Homestead A c t ,  w e re  n o t  a s u c c e s s  b u t  a 

f a i l u r e .

31Paul  G a te s  w r i t e s ,

Unc le  Sam 's  a c r e s  w e r e  numerous and f a r - f l u n g  by 1815.
The b u s i n e s s  o f  s u r v e y i n g ,  s e c t i o n i n g ,  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  
s e l l i n g  and c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  p r o c e e d s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  
l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  a r e a  o f  econo mic  a c t i v i t y  in  t h e  c o u n t r y

31
G a t e s ,  p .  51 .
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and a m a jo r  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  p e o p l e  o f  l a t e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  
r e a l i z e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  gov er n m en t  was 
engaged  in  t h e  l an d  b u s i n e s s  in  t h e  n i n e t h e e n t h  
c e n t u r y i (e m p h as is  mine)

32
G a te s  g o e s  on t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how f e d e r a l  la nd  p o l i c i e s  u n t i l  t h e

Homestead Ac t  o f  1862 u l t i m a t e l y  had t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  p r e v e n t i n g

t h o s e  o f  l i t t l e  means from a c q u i r i n g  l a n d .  V a s t  a c r e a g e s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c

domain w e re  a c q u i r e d  by e a s t e r n  l an d  co m pan ie s  and p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s

t h r o u g h  c a s h  p u r c h a s e  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r .  Lands  h e l d  n o t  f o r

s e t t l e m e n t  b u t  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  d r o v e  p r i c e s  beyond t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  

33common man. S p e c u l a t i o n  d i d  n o t  end w i t h  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  p r e - e m p t i o n

34a c t s  wh ich  began in  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s ( a c t s  w hi ch  p e r m i t t e d  s q u a t t e r s  t o

c u l t i v a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  domain f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s  a t  t h e  end o f

w hich  t h e y  would  have t o  p u r c h a s e  i t  a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n ) .  Nor d i d  i t

end w i t h  t h e  Homestead Act  e i t h e r ,  b u t  became a l m o s t  a  n a t i o n a l

p a s t t i m e  enga ged  in  by a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  and c a p i t a l i s t s  a l i k e .

H o f s t a d t e r  w r i t e s ,

F r e q u e n t  and s e n s a t i o n a l  r i s e s  in  la nd  v a l u e s  b r e d  a 
boom p s y c h o l o g y  in  t h e  American f a r m e r  and c a u s e d  
him t o  r e l y  f o r  h i s  m a rg i n  o f  p r o f i t  more on t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h a n  on t h e  s a l e  o f  c r o p s .

32 I b i d . ,  C h a p t e r s  I I I  & IV; Paul  G a t e s ,  "Land P o l i c y  and Tena ncy  
in  t h e  P r a i r i e  S t a t e s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  Economic H i s t o r y  I (May 1 9 ^ 1 ) ;  and 
"The Homestead Law in  an In c o n g r u o u s  Land S y s t e m , "  Amer ican  H i s t o r i c a l  
Review XL I ( J u l y  1936) .

33 Hal l i e  F a rm er ,  "The Economic Background o f  F r o n t i e r  
P o p u l i s m , "  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 10 ( 1 9 2 4 ) ;
R. C. M i l l e r ,  "The Background o f  P o p u l i s m  in  K a n s a s , "  M i s s i s s i p p i  
V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 11 ( 1 9 2 5 ) ;  G a t e s ,  The F a rm er s  A ge ; and 
F red  Shannon,  The F a r m e r ' s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r , 1860-1897 (New York :
F a r r o r  and R i n e h a r t ,  I n c . ,  1 9 45) .

3 4 G a t e s ,  The F a r m e r ' s  A ge .
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I t  t o o k  a s t r o n g  man t o  r e s i s t  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  
r i d e  skyward on l a n d s  t h a t  m ig h t  e a s i l y  t r i p l e  o r  
q u a d r u p l e  t h e i r  v a l u e  in  o n e  d e c a d e  and t h e n  d o u b l e  
a g a i n  in  t h e  n e x t .  I t  seemed u l t r a c o n s e r v a t i v e  t o  
improve e x i s t i n g  p o s s e s s i o n s  i f  one  c o u l d  p u t  
s a v i n g s  o r  b o r r o w i n g s  i n t o  new l a n d .  What d e v e l o p e d  
in Amer ica  was an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  whose r e a l  
a t t a c h m e n t  was n o t  t o  t h e  l an d  b u t  t o  l a n d  v a l u e s . 35

He s e e s  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e s e  econo mic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a s  t h e

f o l l o w i n g :

In a v e r y  r e a l  and p r o f o u n d  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  f a i l e d  t o  d e v e l o p  ( e x c e p t  in  some l o c a l i t i e s ,
. . . ) a d i s t i n c t i v e l y  r u r a l  c u l t u r e .  I f  a r u r a l  
c u l t u r e  means an  e m o t i o n a l  and  c r a f t s m a n l i k e  
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  s o i l ,  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  p r e ­
c a p i t a l i s t  o u t l o o k ,  a t r a d i t i o n - d i r e c t e d  r a t h e r  
t h a n  c a r e e r - d i r e c t e d  t y p e  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  and a 
v i l l a g e  communi ty  d e v o t e d  t o  a n c e s t r a l  ways and 
h a b i t u a l l y  g i v e n  t o  communal a c t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e  
p r a i r i e s  and p l a i n s  n e v e r  had o n e . [ I t ]  was 
n o t  s i m p l y  t h a t  i t  p r o d u c e d  f o r  a m a r k e t  b u t  t h a t  
i t  was s o  s p e c u l a t i v e ,  s o  m o b i l e ,  s o  m e c h a n i z e d ,  s o  
" p r o g r e s s i v e , "  s o  t h o r o u g h l y  imbued w i t h  t h e  
commer cia l  s p i r i t . 3 °  ( e m p h a s i s  mine)

Most a t t e m p t s  t o  make c h e a p  l a n d  o r  f r e e  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  ( p r e - e m p t i o n ,

m i l i t a r y  c o u n t i e s )  w e re  s t y m i e d  by a t t e m p t s  t o  p ro m o te  t h e  econo mic

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  West r a p i d l y  and a t  a p r o f i t .  G a te s  w r i t e s ,

In t h e  e i g h t  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  Homestead 
Law f i v e  t i m e s  a s  much l a n d  was g r a n t e d  t o  r a i l r o a d s  
a s  had been g i v e n  in t h e  t w e l v e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r s :
1 2 7 , 6 2 8 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  we re  g r a n t e d  bet w een  1862 and 71 
t o  a i d  in  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r a o d  n e t  and 
2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  w e re  g r a n t e d  f o r  wagon r o a d s  and 
c a n a l s .  Such i m p e r i a l  g e n e r o s i t y  was a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  
o f  f u t u r e  h o m e s t e a d e r s  who must  p u r c h a s e  t h e  I a n d . 37

35
H o f s t a d t e r ,  p .  41 .

3 6 l b i d . , p .  4 3 .

^ G a t e s ,  p .  657.



-  50 -

Shannon c o n f i r m s  t h i s  t r e n d .

By J u n e  3 0 ,  1890 o n l y  3 2 7 , 6 5 9  ho m es tead  e n t r i e s  had 
been  p e r f e c t e d .  . . .  By t h a t  d a t e  more th a n  f o u r  t i m e s  
a s  much l an d  had been  g i v e n  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n i e s .™

39Shannon a l s o  t e l l s  us  t h a t  t h e s e  p e r f e c t e d  hom es tead c l a i m a n t s  w e re  

a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h o s e  who had o r i g i n a l l y  s t a k e d  o u t  c l a i m s .  Land

a v a i l a b l e  t o  h o m e s t e a d e r s  was u s u a l l y  o f  i n f e r i o r  q u a l i t y  a n d / o r

Z|0 41 1*2
f a r  f rom t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  Both  G a te s  and Shugg

a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  more f e r t i l e  and p r o d u c t i v e  l and  was u s u a l l y  p u r c h a s e d

a t  h i g h  p r i c e s  and t h u s  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  hands  o f  c a p i t a l i s t s  who

f r e q u e n t l y  h e l d  i t  a s  an  i n v e s t m e n t  t o  s e l l  i t  l a t e r  when t h e  i n f l u x

o f  p o p u l a t i o n  s h o u l d  make i t  more v a l u a b l e  s t i l l .  What i s  more ,

. . . most  o f  t h e  c h o i c e  l a n d  in  t h e  c o u n t r y  ( l a n d  
s u i t e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and h a v i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  
r a i n f a l l  t o  e n s u r e  c r o p s )  had been  p i c k e d  o v e r  b e f o r e  
t h e  Homestead Act  was p a s s e d .  . . . 3

44
L e a d in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  most  l i k e l y  

few p oor  f a m i l i e s  e v e r  s e t t l e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a 

v e r y  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h o s e  who went  w e s t  s t a r t e d  a s  h o m e s t e a d e r s  

o r  e v e n  a s  s q u a t t e r s ,  and t h o s e  who d i d  manage t o  a c q u i r e  f r e e  fa rm  

homes p r o b a b l y  d i d  s o  on t h e  p o o r e r ,  l e s s  p r o d u c t i v e  l a n d .

38
F r e d  Shanno n,  "The Homestaed Act  & t h e  Labor  S u r p l u s , "

American H i s t o r i c a l  Review XL! ( J u l y  193 6) :  pp .  6 3 7 ~ 5 1 -

3 9 1 

40,

3 9 1 b i d . , p .  645.

G a t e s ,  p .  655.

41
G a t e s ,  C h a p t e r s  I I I  S IV.

42 Shu gg ,  C h a p t e r  I .

43 Shanno n,  p .  6 3 8 .

44 Shannon ,  The F a r m e r ' s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r ; G a t e s ,  The F a r m e r ' s  A g e .
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Economic v i a b i l i t y  ( n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  a g r e a t  s u c c e s s )  on t h e

f r o n t i e r  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e d  c a p t i a l  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  r e l a t i v e l y

l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d .  Fa rm ers  c o u l d  t h e n  most  r e a d i l y  p l u g  i n t o  t h e

45
s p e c i a l i z e d  f a r m i n g  w hich  was p r o f i t a b l e  o n l y  w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y

l a r g e  f a rm s  and r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  amoun ts  o f  o p e r a t i n g  and i n v e s t m e n t

c a p i t a l  f o r  improvem en ts  ( b a r n s ,  s i l o s ,  f e n c e s ,  w e l l s )  and 

46
m e c h a n i z a t i o n .  T hose  who c o u l d  n o t  m u s t e r  t h e  nee ded  c a p i t a l ,

47
o r  who in l e a n  y e a r s  d e f a u l t e d  on t h e i r  m o r t g a g e s ,  became t e n a n t s

o r  w e re  p r o b a b l y  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  f o r  t h e  c i t i e s .

For  b o t h  t h e  f a r m e r  who f a i l e d  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  many o f  t h e

so n s  and d a u g h t e r s  o f  t h o s e  who s u c c e e d e d ,  t h e  c i t y ,  i t  has  been

a r g u e d ,  was a  " s a f e t y  v a l v e "  f o r  t h e  e x c e s s  farm p o p u l a t i o n .  By

48a c a r e f u l  c o m p a r i so n  o f  u r b a n  and r u r a l  c e n s u s  f i g u r e s  Shannon 

h a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t i e r  was n o t  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  u r b a n  

w o r k e r  b u t  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  b o t h  i t s  p r o l e t a r i a t  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  

b u s in e s s m e n  and p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  He w r i t e s ,

45A l t h o u g h  most  f a r m e r s  g re w  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i e t y  o f  c r o p s  
t h e  t e n d e n c y  was t o  s p e c i a l i z e  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  o f  p r o d u c t  o r  c r o p  
b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  c l i m a t e  o r  s o i l .  F a rm er s  g rew c o r n ,  t o  s e l l  o r  
f e e d  t o  l i v e s t o c k ,  w h e a t ,  o r  r a i s e d  d a i r y  o r  b e e f  c a t t l e .  T heodore  
S a l o u t o s ,  and Jo h n  D. H i c k s ,  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  P o p u l i s m :  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
D i s c o n t e n t  in  t h e  M id d le  West  19 0 0 ~ 1939 ( L i n c o l n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N ebra ska  
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  p .  i

^ E v e r e t t  D ick ,  The Sod-House  F r o n t i e r  (New York:  A p p l e t o n -  
C e n t u r y  C o . ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  p .  302.

47T e n a n t r y  in  t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  by 1880 was q u i t e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  
r a n g i n g  f rom 6-31% in  t h e  p l a i n s  and p r a i r i e s .  W. J .  S p i l l m a n  and E. A. 
G o l d e n w e i s e r , "Farm T e n a n t r y  in  t h e  U . S . , "  U.S.  D e p a r tm en t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  
Y e a rb o o k ,  1916, p p .  3 2 1 - 4 6 .

48C1_ „Shann on ,  p .  34 .
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At l e a s t  20 f a r m e r s  moved t o  town f o r  e a c h  
i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r e r  who moved t o  t h e  l a n d ,  
and t e n  so n s  o f  f a r m e r s  wen t  t o  t h e  c i t y  f o r
e a c h  o n e  who became t h e  owner  o f  a  new fa rm
any w here  in  t h e  n a t i o n .

T hus ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  a i d e d  by t h e  p u b l i c  

l a n d  p o l i c y  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  e n s u r e d  two t h i n g s ;  f i r s t l y ,  t h a t  no 

e x c e s s  i m p o v e r i s h e d  a g r a r i a n  communi ty  would  r e m a in  in t h e  c o u n t r y ­

s i d e  w h ich  c o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  be  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

a g r a r i a n i s m ;  s e c o n d l y ,  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who d i d  rema in  

on t h e  l an d  would  be l o y a l  t o  b o u r g e o i s  democracy  and t h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  

s y s t e m  w hich  was i t s  f o u n d a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  t h r o u g h  i t  t h e y  had managed 

t o  " s u c c e e d . "  T h u s ,  i t  was n o t  t h e  Homestead Act  w h ich  a s s u r e d  t h e

l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  f a r m e r s ,  b u t  i t s  v e r y  f a i l u r e  in  f a c t .

Moore s e e s  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e s t  a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  e n c l o s u r e s .  In h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  C i v i l  

War a s  " t h e  l a s t  c a p i t a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n , "  he f u r t h e r m o r e  a r g u e s  

t h a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P l a n t e r s  w e re  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  

German J u n k e r s .  He co m p ar es  them t o  t h e  g e n t r y ,  a s  t h e y  w e re  t h e  

m a s t e r s  o f  a fo rm  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  w hich  was l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  a s  

opp o sed  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  v a r i a n t  w h ich  was c o m m e r c i a l .  The 

" i r r e p r e s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t , "  t h e  C i v i l  War,  was f o r  him a c o n t e s t  

o v e r  w h ich  t y p e  o f  m a r k e t  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and w hich  form o f  c l a s s  

hegemony,  s h o u l d  p r e v a i l .  The c o n f l i c t  w as ,  he a r g u e s ,  d e c i d e d  

on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  N o r t h e a s t .  He 

a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  Homestead Act  mus t  be s e e n  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  

a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  W e s te r n  f a r m e r  and N o r t h e a s t e r n  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  

r e q u e s t i n g  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  P l a n t e r s '  q u a s i -
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f e u d a l  s o c i e t y  in  e x c h a n g e  f o r  f r e e  homes. Moore c l a i m s  t h a t  i t  was

t h e  b e i  i e f  in  t h e  f u t u r e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f r e e  farm homes,  w h ich  gave

t h e  w e s t e r n  f a r m e r s  an i n t e r e s t  in  a l l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l
49

N o r t h e a s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o u th .  Y e t ,  a s  we h ave  s e e n ,  a l t h o u g h  lan d  

was in d eed  a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  was n e i t h e r  f r e e  n o r  c h e a p .  The p r o m i s e  o f  

t h e  Homestead Act  was n e v e r  f u l f i l l e d .

A g r a r i a n  P r o t e s t — S o u th  S West

A g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  in  Amer ica  in  b o t h  t h e  

S o u th  and t h e  West  in  t h e  l a t e  19th  c e n t u r y .  Both t h e s e  s o u t h e r n  

and w e s t e r n  forms o f  P o p u l i s m  w e re  r e s p o n s e s  t o  econ om ic  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s m a l l  f a r m e r  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  was a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  t h e  fo rm s  a g r a r i a n  

p r o t e s t  t o o k  in  t h e  S o u th  and t h e  West .

F i r s t l y ,  i t  mus t  be remembered t h a t  on t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n p e o p l e d  

w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  e n c o u n t e r e d  no e x i s t e n t  g e n t r y  

o r  e l i t e .  With t i m e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l o c a l  e l i t e s  d e v e l o p e d  in  t h e  form 

o f  m e r c h a n t s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  Y e t ,  in  t h e  19th  c e n t u r y  West 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  was l i m i t e d  g e n e r a l l y  t o  r a i l r o a d s ,  banks  and 

commodi ty  m o n o p o l i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  (c ommercia l  c a p i t a l i s m  a s  opp o sed  

t o  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m ) .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

w e re  on t h e  s c e n e  t h e y  w e re  n o t  h e l d  p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

p l i g h t  o f  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  f a r m e r ,  b u t  w e re  r e v i l e d  in t e r m s  o f  t h e

49
W he th e r  a r e a l  b e l i e f  in  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t e d  

among v a r i o u s  w o r k e r  and f a r m e r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  h e r e .
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i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d .  The commodity e x c h a n g e s ,  t h e  

r a i l r o a d s ,  and t h e  b i g  banks  a l l  em ana ted  f rom Wall S t r e e t ,  New 

York,  and even London.  T hus ,  a s  H o f s t a d t e r  has  a r g u e d , w e s t e r n  

a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  was a s t r u g g l e  be tw een  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s m e n  and l a r g e  

m o n o p o l i e s .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  c o o p e r a t i v e s  w e re  s e e n  a s  a way t o  o p p o se  

monopoly  w i t h  c o u n t e r - m o n o p o l y ,  and t o  a l t e r  t h e  way t h e  m a r k e t  

s y s t e m  c o n f e r r e d  i t s  a d v a n t a g e s ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y -  t o  a b o l i s h  i t .

On t h e  o t h e r  h an d ,  t h e  S o u t h ,  a s  Moore and Woodward h ave  shown 

u s ,  emerged  f rom a  q u a s i - f e u d a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The g e n t r y  was 

s u p e r s e d e d  a n d / o r  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a c l a s s  o f  modern c a p i t a l i s t s .

I t  was a g a i n s t  t h i s  new c l a s s ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  

P a r t y ,  t h a t  im p o v e r i s h e d  s o u t h e r n  f a r m e r s  p r i m a r i l y  d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  

h o s t i l i t y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  to w a r d s  ex o g e n o u s  a g e n t s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m .

Y e t ,  n e i t h e r  S o u t h e r n  o r  w e s t e r n  P o p u l i s m - w a s  t h e  same t y p e  o f  move­

ment  t h a t  was r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  w h ic h  emerged a 

d e c a d e  a f t e r  t h e  end o f  t h e  19 th  c e n t u r y  in  Oklahoma.  The r e a s o n s  

why a q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  movement was 

g e n e r a t e d  in  t h i s  s t a t e  a r e  t o  be found  in  t h e  s p e c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  O k lahom a ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  i s  t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  

and t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  r o o t s  t h a t  we w i l l  now t u r n .

^ H o f s t a d t e r ,  pp .  9 4 - 1 2 1 ,
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C h a p t e r  111 

THE HISTORY OF OKLAHOMA

As we have a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  O k lah o m a ' s  anom alou s  d e v e lo p m e n t  

was l a r g e l y  a f u n c t i o n  o f  i t s  h a v i n g  been I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  The 

p o l i c y  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  go ver nmen t  in  t h e  p o s t - C i v i l  War p e r i o d  l e d  t o  

t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  i n t o  two s e p a r a t e  r e g i o n s ;  t h e  w e s t e r n  

p a r t  became known a s  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  and t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  

I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  The "Twin T e r r i t o r i e s "  a s  t h e y  w e re  c a l l e d ,  we re  

l a t e r  r e j o i n e d  t o  form a s i n g l e  s t a t e  in  1907- As a r e s u l t  t h e  e a s t e r n  

and w e s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  e x p e r i e n c e d  two s e p a r a t e  and d i v e r g e n t  

h i s t o r i e s  and h en ce  d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s e s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .

In t h i s  Chapter I w i l l  t r a c e  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  Oklahoma from 

b e f o r e  th e  C i v i l  War u n t i l  s t a t e h o o d .  I w i l l  t r e a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  Oklahoma s e p a r a t e l y  in  o r d e r  t o  l a y  t h e  

f o u n d a t io n s  f o r  an und ers ta n d in g  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  

which emerged from th e  d i v e r g e n t  forms o f  h i s t o r i c a l  growth.

Oklahoma B efo re  th e  C i v i l  War

The F i v e  C i v i l i z e d  T r i b e s — Southern I n d i a n s .

A ll  o f  Oklahoma,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  p a n h a n d l e  (which 

was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  Texas )  was p a r t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  

P u r c h a s e  made by t h e  U.S.  gov e r n m en t  in 1803• At t h a t  t i m e  t h e  

Kansa and Osage I n d i a n s  w e re  t h e  t r i b e s  i n d i g e n o u s  t o  t h e
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r e g i o n ; '  t h e y  o c c u p i e d  wha t  l a t e r  became Kansas and Oklahoma u n t i l  t h e  

r e g i o n  was ce d e d  t o  t h e  F i v e  C i v i l i z e d  T r i b e s  by t h e  U.S.  gove rnm en t
2

in  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  c e n t u r y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  from a b o u t  1817 t o  1838.

The F i v e  C i v i l i z e d  T r i b e s ,  a s  t h e y  w e re  c a l l e d ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e

Choc taw s ,  C h i c k a s a w s ,  C h e r o k e e s ,  C ree k s  and S e m i n o l e s .  They were

o r i g i n a l l y  from wh at  l a t e r  became t h e  American S o u t h .  The C re eks

w e re  f r om  G e o r g i a  and Alabama ,  t h e  C h e ro k e es  f rom T e n n e s s e e  and

G e o r g i a ,  t h e  S e m in o le s  f rom  F l o r i d a ,  and t h e  Choctaws and Ch ick asaw s
3

f rom Alabama and M i s s i s s i p p i .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  S o u t h e r n  t r i b e s  had had c o n t a c t s  w i t h  E uro pe an  

s e t t l e r s  in t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  Because  o f  a more s o p h i s t i ­

c a t e d  t r i b a l  c u l t u r e ,  t h e y  had managed,  t h r o u g h  a c o m p l i c a t e d  p a t t e r n  

o f  a l l i a n c e s  bet w een  t h e  o r i g i n a l  F r e n c h ,  S p a n i s h  and E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s ,  

t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  t r i b a l  i n t e g r i t y  and t e r r i t o r i a l  domain  by p l a y i n g  

o n e  g r o u p  o f f  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r .  I t  may have been as  a r e s u l t  o f  some 

s p e c i a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  

o f  f r e e l y  i n t e r m a r r y i n g  w i t h  w h i t e s ,  t h a t  th ey  a s s i m i l a t e d  many e l e m e n t s  

o f  E uro pe an  t e c h n o l o g y  and  c u l t u r e  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i a l s  b r o u g h t  w i t h  

them in  t h e i r  f o r a y s  i n t o  t h e  I n d i a n s '  domain .  By t h e  l a t e  18 t h  and 

e a r l y  1 9 th  c e n t u r i e s  a l l  t h e  t r i b e s  b u t  t h e  S em in o le s  (who re m a in ed  

p r i m a r i l y  a h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g  p e o p l e ) ,  had a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  t h e i r  

t r i b a l  l i f e  many a s p e c t s  o f  w e s t e r n  t e c h n o l o g y  and c u l t u r e .

' Ann ie  H e l o i s e  A b e l ,  The Amer ican  I n d i a n  As S l a v e h o l d e r  and 
S e c e s s i o n i s t  ( C l e v e l a n d :  The A r t h u r  H. C l a r k  C o . ,  1 9 1 9 ) ,  p p .  1 9 -2 0 .

2
Edward E v e r e t t  D a le  and M o r r i s  L. W a r d e l l ,  H i s t o r y  o f  Oklahoma 

(New York:  P r e n t i c e - H a l 1, 1 9 ^ 8 ) ,  pp .  9 5 ,  115-
3

A, H. A b e l ,  The A mer ican  I n d i a n  a s  S l a v e h o l d e r  and S e c e s s i o n i s t  
( C l e v e l a n d :  The A r t h u r  H. C l a r k  C o . ,  1 9 1 9 ) .  p .  20 .



-  57 -

From t h e  w h i t e s  t h e  I n d i a n s  l e a r n e d  t o  d o m e s t i c a t e  a n i m a l s

and t o  r a i s e  h o r s e s ,  c a t t l e ,  h o g s ,  and p o u l t r y .  They l e a r n e d  how t o

make and u s e  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l s  and looms;  t h e y  l e a r n e d  t o  make f a r m in g

im ple me n ts  and t o  p l a n t  o r c h a r d s  and  c o t t o n .  As t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  economy

moved w es tw a rd  o v e r  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n s ,  many I n d i a n s  a c q u i r e d  Negro s l a v e s

and a s  a r e s u l t  d e v e l o p e d  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  c u l t i v a t i n g  c o t t o n  w i t h

s l a v e  l a b o r .  T h e s e  p l a n t a t i o n  owning I n d i a n s  w e re  a sm al l  m i n o r i t y

o f  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  a s  w e re  t h e  w h i t e  p l a n t e r s  a  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y  o f  t h e

w h i t e s .  They l i v e s  in l a r g e  s p a c i o u s  h o u s e s  " i n a  f a s h i o n  n o t  u n l i k e
k

t h a t  o f  t h e  W h i t e  P l a n t e r s  o f  t h e  Old S o u t h . "  The g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  I n d i a n s ,  a s  w i t h  t h e i r  w h i t e  yeomen c o u n t e r p a r t s , owned no s l a v e s .  

They l i v e d  in  l og  c a b i n s ,  c u l t i v a t e d  s m a l l  g a r d e n s  o f  c o t t o n  and 

c o r n ,  and owned a few h o r s e s ,  h o g s ,  and c a t t l e ,  w h ich  roamed t h e  woods 

and f a t t e n e d  on n u t s  and a c o r n s .  As ca n  be  s e e n  by a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  

t h e  w h i t e  s o u t h e r n  yeoman d e s c r i b e d  in  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h i s  

c l a s s  o f  I n d i a n  r e s e m b l e d  h i s  w h i t e  f r o n t i e r s m a n  c o u n t e r p a r t  in  t h i s  

r e g i o n  in t h e  e a r l y  19 th  c e n t u r y .

By a b o u t  1820 P r o t e s t a n t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  had C h r i s t i a n i z e d  t h e  

I n d i a n s  and a p h o n e t i c  a l p h a b e t  had been  i n v e n t e d  w h ich  p e r m i t t e d  

t h e  C h ero k ee  I n d i a n  l a n g u a g e  t o  be  w r i t t e n  a s  w e l l  a s  spok en . ' *  The 

I n d i a n s  even  had t r i b a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  by t h i s  t i m e ,  which w e re  modeled 

on t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s '  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  w hich  t h e y  r e s i d e d . ^  The

i i
D a le  & W a r d e l l ,  p .  83 .

5 I b i d . , p p .  8 0 - 8 8 .

^ A b e l ,  p p .  32-33*
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t r i b e s  a l s o  had a s y s t e m  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T h u s ,  by t h e  e a r l y  

p a r t  o f  t h e  19 th  c e n t u r y  two c l a s s e s  had d e v e l o p e d  among t h e  F iv e  

T r i b e s  w hi ch  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  w h i t e  P l a n t e r  a r i s t o c r a c y  and p oor  

w h i t e  yeoman f a r m e r .

With  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  American w h i t e s  a f t e r  

t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War,  t h e  I n d i a n s '  l a n d s ,  h e l d  communal ly by t h e  

t r i b e s ,  began t o  be c o v e t e d  by t h e  e n c r o a c h i n g  s e t t l e r s .  With  t h e  h e l p  

o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  go v e rn m en t  t h e  I n d i a n s  we re  f i n a l l y  f o r c e d  ( t h i s  was 

f o r m a l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by a s e r i e s  o f  t r e a t i e s  e x t e n d i n g  f rom 1817 ~ 1838) 

t o  c e d e  t h e i r  l an d  t o  t h e  U.S.  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  m o n e t a r y  i n d e m n i t i e s  and 

a new homeland t o  be g i v e n  t o  them in  p e r p e t u i t y  w e s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  

R i v e r . ^  T h i s  homeland g i v e n  t o  t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s  was p o l i t i c a l l y  

c o n s i d e r e d  a n a t i o n  ( e a c h  t r i b e  had i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  n a t i o n )  u n d e r
g

U.S.  p r o t e c t o r a t e .  T h ese  n a t i o n s  w e re  l o c a t e d  in  wh at  l a t e r  became 

Oklahoma.  From 1819 o n ,  t h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  domain 

c h a n g ed  c o n t i n u o u s l y .  F i g u r e  1 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  c h a n g i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  

u n t i l  1866.

Indian C i v i l i z a t i o n  in A nte -Be l lu m  Oklahoma

By a b o u t  1840 t h e  I n d i a n s  had r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  in 

Oklahoma a f t e r  a  long  m i g r a t i o n  w e s tw a r d  f i l l e d  w i t h  h a r d s h i p  and 

s u f f e r i n g ,  w hich  t h e  I n d i a n s  l a t e r  remembered a s  t h e  " T r a i l  o f  T e a r s . "

^ S o lon  J .  Buck,  "The S e t t l e m e n t  o f  O klaho ma, "  T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  W i s c o n s i n  Academy o f  A r t s ,  S c i e n c e s  a n d  L e t t e r s  I ( 1 9 0 5 ) :  p p .  3 2 5 -8 0 ;  
A ngi e  Debo,  And S t i l l  t h e  W a te r s  Run (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma 
P r e s s ,  1 9 4 0 ) ,  p p .  6 - 7 .

o
Dale  & W a r d e l 1, p .  115-
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t h e r e  t h e y  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e i r  f o r m e r  way o f  l i f e ,  and f o r  a few y e a r s

9 10 t h e y  p r o s p e r e d .  Eugene Genovese c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  number o f

s l a v e s  on a n t e - b e l l u m  p l a n t a t i o n s  was f i f t y .  T h u s ,  we can s e e  t h a t

some o f  t h e s e  I n d i a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  o n es  m e n t i o n e d  ab ove  we re  p r o b a b l y

e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e a l t h y ,  may have been  no l e s s  p r o p e r o u s  t h a n  many

w h i t e  p l a n t e r s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Some I n d i a n s  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  s l a v e s

w i t h  them when t h e y  l e f t  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  homes. O t h e r  I n d i a n s ,

p r o b a b l y  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y ,  r e b u i l t  t h e i r  log  c a b i n s  and l i v e d  a s  t h e y

had in  t h e  p a s t .  One h i s t o r i a n 1  ̂ e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  7*4,000

I n d i a n s  found  t h e i r  way t o  Oklahoma from e a s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  a t

t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  removal  p e r i o d .  In 183*4 t h e  I n t e r c o u r s e  Act  f o r b a d e

12
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  w h i t e s  in t h e  " I n d i a n  c o u n t r y , "  a s  i t  came t o  be known, 

l e a v i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  t o  r e c o n s t i t u t e  t h e i r  s o c i e t y  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  

t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n c u r s i o n s  o f  t h e  w h i t e s  began  t o  d i s r u p t  

t r i b a l  1 i f e  a g a i n .

Q
A l th o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no s y s t e m a t i c  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  p r o p e r t y  

h o l d i n g ,  some f r a g m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  w hich  g i v e s  us  some i d e a  o f  t h e  e x ­
t e n t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  some p r o s p e r o u s  s l a v e - h o l d i n g  I n d i a n s  who r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e i r  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  Oklahoma.  Edna Laura  Baum, " A g r i c u l t u r e  Among t h e  F iv e
C i v i l i z e d  T r i b e s "  M a s t e r s  T h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma,  19*40.

John Ross had a farm o f  o v e r  1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s .

J o s e p h  Vann owned a l a r g e  c o t t o n  p l a n t a t i o n  wirth 300 Negro s l a v e s .

R. M. J o n e s  owned f i v e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  500 s l a v e s  and s e v e r a l
s t e a m b o a t s .

P i t t m a n  C o l b e r t  had 300-*400 a c r e s  o f  c o t t o n  and 150 s l a v e s .  I b i d .

^ E u g e n e  G en o v ese ,  Rol l  J o r d a n  R o l l :  The World t h e  S l a v e s  Made (New 
York:  Random H o u s e - P a n t h e o n , 197*4).

11 A b e l ,  p .  20 .

12 Roy G i t t i n g e r ,  The F o rm a t io n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Oklahoma (Norman: 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s , 1939)» P« 25.
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In 1851*, a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  K a n s a s - N e b r a s k a  Act  and t h e  d e c i s i o n  

t o  b u i l d  t h e  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  K a n sa s ,  t h e  I n d i a n  

c o u n t r y  was r e d u c ed  t o  t h e  3 7 t h  p a r a l l e l  w h ich  became t h e  s o u t h e r n
j 3

b o r d e r  o f  Kansas  ( s e e  F i g u r e  2 ) .  N o r t h  o f  t h e  3 7 t h  p a r a l l e l  was 

opened  t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s l o w l y  w h i t t l i n g  away 

p a r t s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  domain began a g a i n .

S o u t h e r n  I n d i a n s  and  t h e  I r r e p r e s s i b l e  C o n f l i c t

The d e c a d e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War was an  e r a  f u l l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

c o n f l i c t  in t h e  I n d i a n  c o u n t r y .  T h e r e  w e re  p o l i t i c a l  s c h i s m s  b o th  

w i t h i n  and bet w een  t h e  t r i b e s  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t o  a l l y  

w i t h  t h e  N o r th  o r  t h e  S o u t h .  The Choctaws and Ch ick asaw s  whose 

t e r r i t o r y  l a y  in  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  c o u n t r y  w e re  

f i r m l y  com m i t t e d  t o  a s l a v e h o l d i n g  s o c i e t y ,  w h i l e  t h e  C h e r o k e e s ,

C re e ks  and S e m i n o le s  whose t e r r i t o r y  l a y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w e re  d i v i d e d  

among t h e m s e l v e s  on t h i s  i s s u e .  D e s p i t e  t h e  i n t e r n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e r e  

w e re  s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e s  f o r  a l l  t h e  t r i b e s  t o  a l l y  w i t h  t h e  

C o n f e d e r a c y  e v e n t u a l l y ,  p r e s s u r e s  wh ich  w e re  e x a c e r b a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

1 8 5 0 ' s .

F i r s t l y ,  t h e r e  was t h e  h o s t i l i t y  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

As a r e s u l t  o f  a l l  i t s  p a s t  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  i t  was ( p e r h a p s  

j u s t l y )  p e r c e i v e d  a s  a n x i o u s  t o  d i s p o s s e s s  t h e  I n d i a n  o f  h i s  la nd  ( w i t n e s s  

t h e  K a n s a s -N e b ra s k a  Ac t  w h ich  had c o n t r a c t e d  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  

domain in  185*0.  A f t e r  185** t h e  I n d i a n  c o u n t r y  became a dumping g rou nd  

f o r  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  v a r i o u s  d e c i m a t e d  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  i l l e g i t i m a t e l y

1 3 l b i d . ,  pp .  3 0 ,  55 .
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pushed o u t  o f  Kansas by w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  This  m i g r a t io n  had th e  

supp ort  o f  th e  Federal  Army. The S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  was w i d e l y  

quoted as  having  made a sp eec h  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  th e  Indian T e r r i t o r y  

s hould  be "vacate d  by t h e  I n d i a n s . " ^  The I n d ia n s ,  both s l a v e h o l d e r  

and yeoman a l i k e ,  were probably  j u s t i f i e d  in t h e i r  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  the  

" a b o l i t i o n i s t s "  and t h e  Radica l  Republ ican s  wanted t h e i r  l a n d . ^  To 

t h e  e a s t  l ay  Arkansas ,  Missour i  and L o u i s i a n a .  By 1857 f e d e r a l  

t r o o p s  were withdrawn from Indian T e r r i t o r y .  Even among t h o s e  who 

fa voared  t h e  North,  many began to  f e a r  t h a t  shou ld  t h ey  a l l y  w i t h  the  

North t h e  Union was not  committed t o  a f f o r d  them p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  

t h e  S o u t h . ^

The Indian co u n try  was a l s o  s o c i a l l y  and e c o n o m i c a l l y  l ink ed  

w i t h  th e  South.  The t r a d i t i o n  o f  f r e e l y  in t erm a rr y in g  w i th  w h i t e s  

both b e f o r e  and a f t e r  removal to  Oklahoma, had r e s u l t e d  in the  

s o l i d i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  through k i n s h i p  w i th  Southern  

s o c i e t y  and c u l t u r e .  Indian P l a n t e r s  had many w h i t e  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  

in t h e  Southern s t a t e s  t o  t h e  e a s t .  S outhern ers  became th e  c h i e f  

d e f e n d e r s  o f  Indian p o l i t i c a l  p r e r o g a t i v e s .  They were conce rn ed  not  

w i t h  op en in g  t h e  Indian land t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  but w i th  keep ing  

t h e  t e r r i t o r y  " s a f e "  f o r  a f u t u r e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  Monetary  

i n d e m n i t i e s  t o  t h e  Indian s  f o r  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l a n d s ,  h e ld  in

A b e I , p.  55 .

1 5 l b i d . ,  p.  58.

^ I b i d . ,  p.  76 .

'^Dale  6 W ard el l ,  p.  157-
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| g
t r u s t  f o r  them ,  w e re  i n v e s t e d  in  S o u t h e r n  s e c u r i t i e s .  The p a t r o n a g e  

o f  t h e  I n d i a n  o f f i c e  was g r a n t e d  t o  S o u t h e r n  t r a d e r s  and m e r c h a n t s ,  who 

w e re  g i v e n  f r a n c h i s e s  t o  e n g a g e  in  t r a d e  and commerce w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s .  

By t h e  c l o s e  o f  !861 a l l  o f  t h e  f i v e  t r i b e s  had s i g n e d  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  

t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y .

The F i v e  T r ib e s  paid  h e a v i l y  f o r  t h e i r  a l l i a n c e  w i th  th e  South.

In 1866 e a c h  was f o r c e d  t o  s i g n  a t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  v i c t o r i o u s  F e d e r a l

government which was an agreement  t o  ce de  t o  th e  U.S.  the  w e s t ern

h a l f  o f  t h e i r  domain ,  o s t e n s i b l y  " f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e t t l i n g  I n d i a n s

20and freedmen t h e r e o n ."  The Indians  who were e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  on

t h i s  land were t h e  remnants o f  o t h e r  t r i b e s  from a l l  o v er  t h e  U .S .

w hich  had been d e c i m a t e d  by t h e  coming o f  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  They

i n c l u d e d  among o t h e r s ,

. . . t h e  Shawnees  and  Munsees f rom O h io ,  t h e  D e l a w a r e s ,  
K ic k a p o o s ,  P o ta w a to m ie s  and Mi amis  f rom  I n d i a n a  and 
t h e  O t t a w a s  and Chipewas  f rom  M i c h i g a n ,  t h e  Wyandots 
f rom Ohio and M i c h i g a n ,  t h e  Weas,  P e o r i a s ,  K a s k a s k i a s  
and P ia n k es h aw s  f rom I l l i n o i s  and a few New York 
I n d i a n s  f rom W i s c o n s i n . 21

By 1883 a f t e r  an  i n f i n i t e l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  s e r i e s  o f  t r e a t i e s ,  

t h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  o f  wh at  l a t e r  became t h e  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma 

w e re  c a r v e d  up i n t o  18 " r e s e r v a t i o n s "  and f i v e  I n d i a n  " N a t i o n s . "

(See  F i g u r e s  3 and k . )  I f  we lo o k  a t  F i g u r e  3 ,  t h e  r e g i o n s  w h ich  a r e

18
I b i d . ,  pp.  156 -5 7 ;  A b e l ,  p .  6 7 .

^ A b e l ,  I b i d . ,  p p .  5 9 - 6 0 .

20„ .
Buck,  p .  331.

2 *A b e l , pp. 19-20 .
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d e s i g n a t e d  a s  C ree k ,  C h e ro k e e ,  S e m i n o le ,  Choctaw,  and C h ic k as a w ,  was 

wha t  r e m a ined  t o  t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s .  T h es e  f i v e  " n a t i o n s "  w i l l  h e r e a f t e r  

be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  E a s t e r n  Oklahoma o r  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  The numbered 

g e o p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  in F i g u r e  4 we re  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  r e m a in s  o f  

t h e  o t h e r  I n d i a n  t r i b e s .  T h ese  we re  n o t  " n a t i o n s "  b u t  " r e s e r v a t i o n s ; "  

t h e y  had no p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and w e re  in  no way s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  

s o c i e t i e s .  The " N a t i o n s "  o f  t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  t r i b a l  

g o v e r n m e n t s  and c o u l d  p o l i t i c a l l y  r e g u l a t e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .  

T hus ,  t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s  we re  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

and t h e  " b l a n k e t  I n d i a n s "  t o  t h e  w e s t .  By t h e  y e a r  1879 t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s  was e s t i m a t e d  a t  a b o u t  8 1 , 0 0 0 , ^  and t h e  " b l a n k e t "  

I n d i a n s  in  t h e  w e s t  by 1884 w e re  e s t i m a t e d  t o  number a b o u t  17 , 0 0 0 . ^

H i s t o r y  o f  Eastern  Oklahoma (I n d ia n  T e r r i t o r y )

Here t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  Indian T e r r i t o r y  b e g in s  t o  d i v e r g e  from 

t h a t  o f  Western Oklahoma. At t h i s  p o i n t  we w i l l  f o c u s  on t h e  development  

o f  t h e  F i v e  T r ib e s  in t h e  e a s t e r n  domain,  and a t  th e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  

t h e i r  s t o r y  we wi l l  then  examine th e  development  o f  th e  w es tern  par t  

o f  th e  s t a t e .  This  w i l l  a l l o w  us  t o  understand  the  s p e c i f i c s  o f  the  

p r o c e s s  o f  m o d er n iza t io n  in t h e  Indian T e r r i t o r y .

Tri ba l  hegemony b e f o r e  t h e  Ci v i l  War, a s  we have s e e n ,  was 

u n d is tu rb ed  by t h e  w h i t e  man as  th e  f r o n t i e r  was ex tended  t o  th e  north  

and so uth  o f  Oklahoma. A f t e r  th e  Ci v i l  War Indian needs  f o r  labor and 

th e  w h i t e s '  land hunger both c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  w h i t e s

^ G i t t i n g e r ,  pp.  114-115.
23

Buck,  p.  334.
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i n t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y .  Soon t h e  w h i t e s  v a s t l y  ou tnum bere d  t h e i r  I n d i a n  

h o s t s .  A l t h o u g h  a s m a l l  I n d i a n  e l i t e  r e t a i n e d  p o l i t i c a l  and economic  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  u n t i l  t h e  l 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  sm al l  

b u s in e s s m e n  and t r a d e r s  u l t i m a t e l y  l ed  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t r i b a l  

c o n t r o l .

I n d i a n  s o c i e t y ,  even  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, was a u n i q u e  m i x t u r e  

o f  a n t e - b e l l u m  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  and a p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  q u a s i - f e u d a l  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy.  I t  was o n l y  upon t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t r i b a l  

hegemony, how ever ,  ( e n c o u ra g e d  o f  c o u r s e  by t h e  m a s s i v e  i n f l u x  o f  w h i t e s )  

t h a t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  began in e a r n e s t .  With  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

I n d i a n s '  communal form o f  land t e n u r e ,  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma became a v a s t  

p i e c e  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e ;  lan d  became a commodi ty .  The s u b s i s t e n c e  o r i e n t e d  

d i v e r s i f i e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  w h i t e  t e n a n t s  e n j o y e d  u n d e r  I n d i a n  c o n t r o l  

was e l i m i n a t e d .  R a p i d l y  r i s i n g  land p r i c e s  and s o u t h e r n  t r a d i t i o n s  

combined t o  f o s t e r  a  form o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  g e a r e d  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a 

s i n g l e  c a s h  c r o p — c o t t o n .  E a s t e r n  Oklahoma became " L i t t l e  D i x i e "  and 

t h e  s o c i a l  and econ om ic  p o s i t i o n  o f  w h i t e  t e n a n t  f a r m e r s  began t o  

d e t e r i o r a t e  r a p i d l y .

The Coming o f  t h e  W hi te  Man

In t h e  20 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  s t a t e s  s u r r o u n d i n g

Oklahoma e x p e r i e n c e d  a r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  g ro w th  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e

c o n t i n u i n g  m i g r a t i o n s  w e s tw a r d .  T h ese  m i g r a t i o n s  w e re  s w e l l e d  a f t e r

2**
t h e  C i v i l  War l a r g e l y  by t h e  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  s o l d i e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  by 

^ D a l e  6 W a r d e l l ,  pp.  276-7 3-



25
a s e v e r e  economic  d e p r e s s i o n  in  t h e  p o s t - b e l l u m  S o u th .  Oklahoma,

a s  we w i l l  remember ,  was o f f i c i a l l y  c l o s e d  t o  s e t t l e m e n t .  As long  a s

a v a i l a b l e  la nd  rema ined  f o r  t h e  w es tw a rd  m i g r a n t s  i t  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t

26
t o  keep t h e  I n d i a n  l a n d s  c l o s e d  t o  w h i t e s ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War 

t h i s  c h a n g e d .

As a  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o s t - W a r  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  a l l  o f  t h e

F i v e  T r i b e s  gave " e x p l i c i t  c o n s e n t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r a i l w a y
27

l i n e s  a c r o s s  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  t r i b a l  r e s e r v a t i o n s . "  The 18 701s and

18 801s  saw an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  r a p i d  e x t e n s i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d  d ev e lo p m e n t

28
so  t h a t  by 1890 t h e r e  w e re  925 m i l e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  in  Oklahoma.  In

1872 c o a l  was d i s c o v e r e d  in  t h e  Choctaw N a t i o n ,  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r

29
o f  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ,  a t  M c A l e s t e r ,  Krebs  and L e h ig h .  In 18 8 9 >

6 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  c o a l  w e re  m i n e d . ^  With  r a i l r o a d s  and c o a l  m ines

t h e  need f o r  l a b o r e r s  d e v e l o p e d  and w h i t e s  we re  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n t e r

t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  w i t h  t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  pay a s m a l l ,  non -

31p r o h i b i t i v e  y e a r l y  f e e  f o r  a work p e r m i t .  I n d i v i d u a l  Chocktaw c i t i z e n s  

"owned" t h e  c o a l  m i n e s .  Choctaw law p e r m i t t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  s t a k e  o u t  

m in in g  c l a i m s  w i t h  a r a d i u s  o f  o n e  m i l e .  These  c l a i m s  w e re  t h e n  l e a s e d

25
Woodward C. Vann,  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  New S o u t h ,  1866-1913 

(B aton Rouge:  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1951/* p p .  108-1 09.

26G i t t i n g e r ,  p .  30.

27 J .  F. H o lden ,  "The B . I . T . ,  The S t o r y  o f  an A d v e n tu r e  in  R a i l r o a d  
B u i l d i n g , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 11 (March 19 33) :  6 3 7 - 6 6 .

28G i t t i n g e r ,  p .  216.

29 Buchanan & D a l e ,  p.  261.
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t o  o u t s i d e  o p e r a t o r s  who d e v e l o p e d  them, and t h e  r o y a l t i e s  w e re  d i v i d e d

32
bet w een  t h e  c i t i z e n  owner  and t h e  N a t i o n .

A l th o u g h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  w h i t e s  i n t o  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  was

e v e n t u a l l y  t o  be t h e  u n d o in g  o f  In d i a n  autono my,  t h e  enormous g r o w th  o f

wha t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be a s o r t  o f  T r o j a n  H ors e  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  and even

f o s t e r e d  by t h e  I n d i a n  p l a n t e r  e l i t e .  As in t h e  Sou th  t h e  C i v i l  War had

d e c i m a t e d  t h e  In d ia n  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  t h e  Union army had s e i z e d  I n d i a n

33p r o p e r t y  a s  c o n t r a b a n d .  Many f o r m e r l y  p r o s p e r o u s  I n d i a n s  s p e n t  t h e

l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  War in  what  amounted t o  r e f u g e e  camps on t h e  b o r d e r s
34

o f  Texa s  and K ansa s .  The e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  s l a v e s  meant  t h a t  t h e

f o r m e r  p l a n t e r s  needed t o  s e e k  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  l a b o r  when t h e  War e n d e d .

The yeoman I n d i a n ,  e n t i t l e d  t o  h i s  own p l o t  t o  t i l l  a s  a t r i b a l  c i t i z e n ,

c o u l d  n o t  be i n duced  t o  work in  t h e  c o a l  m ines  o r  a s  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l

35l a b o r e r  f o r  t h e  more p r o s p e r o u s  I n d i a n s .

With t h e  f r e e i n g  o f  t h e  s l a v e s  . . . [ t h e  need]  f o r  
farm l a b o r  im m e d ia t e l y  became a c u t e ,  and t h e  number 
o f  p e r m i t s  i s s u e d  t o  w h i t e s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  I n d i a n  
c o u n t r y  was v a s t l y  i n c r e a s e d .  In e v e r y  t r i b e  t h e  
l e a s i n g  o f  l and  t o  w h i t e s  was f o r b i d d e n  by law and 
in  e v e r y  t r i b e  t h i s  law,  in t i m e ,  came t o  be p e r s i s t e n t l y
e v a d e d . 36

32 
Debo, p.  17. 

33 A b e l ,  Under R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , p .  77 .

J  D a le  S W a r d e l l ,  pp .  2 7 3 - 7 1*.

35 i n e v i t a b l y  t h e  w h i t e s  l a t e r  p e r c e i v e d  t h i s  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  
work a s  " l a z i n e s s . "

3 6 l b i d . ,  p.  279-
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T h u s ,  w i t h  t h e  l a b o r  o f  poor  w h i t e  m i g r a n t s  (whose i n t e r e s t  in  w ork in g  

f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s  w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r ) ,  t h e  P l a n t e r  I n d i a n s  w e re  

e n a b l e d  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e i r  p r e w a r  p l a n t a t i o n s  on an even l a r g e r  s c a l e  a f t e r  

t h e  C i v i l  War.

P o s t  Bel lum S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e  in  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y

B e f o r e  we d e s c r i b e  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  

i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  I n d i a n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  

a t h e o r e t i c a l  f r am ew o rk .  As has  bee n d i s c u s s e d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y  

r e s e m b le d  an e a r l y  form o f  s o u t h e r n  s o c i e t y ,  a l t h o u g h  d i f f e r i n g  somewhat 

f rom t r i b e  t o  t r i b e .  As we have s e e n ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f r o n t i e r s m e n  who 

f i r s t  s e t t l e d  t h e  i n l a n d  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s o u t h  we re  o r i g i n a l l y  her dsmen .

The ab u n d a n ce  o f  l and  in  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  p r o v i d e d  e x c e l l e n t  p a s t u r a g e ,  

and t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  many p e o p l e  made g r a z i n g  on t h e  p u b l i c  domain an 

i n e v i t a b i l i t y .  With t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  which c a u s e d  lan d 

v a l u e s  t o  r i s e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  domain soon became a g r i c u l t u r a l  la nd  and t h e  

herdsmen  w e re  d i s p l a c e d .  As we h ave  a l s o  s e e n  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y  in Oklahoma 

r e p r o d u c e d  s o u t h e r  c l a s s  d i v i s i o n s ;  i t  had b o t h  p l a n t e r  and  yeoman t y p e s .

However ,  a l l  t r i b a l  l an d  was h e l d  communal ly .  Communal t e n u r e  d i d  n o t
37

r e p r e s e n t  whooly  a  p r i m i t i v e  communism as one  h i s t o r i a n  has  s u g g e s t e d ,  b u t  

a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  a p r e - c a p i t a l i s t ,  p r e - m a r k e t  form o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t h r o u g h  

w h ich  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  w e a l t h  c o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e .

The l and  was h e l d  in common a s  a t r i b a l  domain.  Any 
c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  t r i b e  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o s e  a  fa rm  
and improve i t  by b u i l d i n g  a h o u s e ,  b a r n  and o u t b u i l d ­
i n g s ,  t o  p low  and p l a n t  f i e l d s ,  and t o  p u t  o u t  o r c h a r d s  
and  v i n e y a r d s .  So long  a s  he l i v e d  upon t h e  f a rm  i t  was

37d
Baum, p .  1.



-  69 -

h i s  t o  u s e  , t h o u g h  he d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  own 
t h e  l a n d ,  w hich  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  t r i b e  a s  a 
w h o le .  He d i d  own t h e  im pro vem en ts ,  h ow ever ,  
and t h e s e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  
he c o u l d  s e l l  t o  a n o t h e r  c i t i z e n  o r  co u ld  
l e a v e  by w i 11 t o  h i s  h e i r s .  I f  he aba ndoned  t h e  
f a rm ,  ho wever ,  f o r  a p e r i o d  f i x e d  by law,  w hich  
was u s u a l l y  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  i t  r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  domain and any o t h e r  t r i b a l  c i t i z e n  
m ig h t  occupy  i t . ’

Land n o t  i n c l u d e d  in  f a r m s  formed t h e  m a j o r  p a r t  
o f  t h i s  p u b l i c  dom ain ,  in  w hich  a l l  members o f  
t h e  t r i b e  h e l d  e q u a l  r i g h t s .  They c o u l d  h u n t  
t h e r e  o r  f i s h  in t h e  s t r e a m s ;  t h e y  c o u l d  c u t  
t i m b e r  from i t  f o r  f i r e w o o d  o r  f o r  improvements  
on t h e i r  f a r m s ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  s a l e  o u t s i d e  t h e  
l i m i t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n .  They c o u l d  p a s t u r e  t h e i r  
l i v e s t o c k  on t h e  p u b l i c  domain b u t  w e re  p r o ­
h i b i t e d  from e n c l o s i n g  i t  w i t h  f e n c e s  t o  p r e v e n t  
i t s  b e i n g  used  f o r  g r a z i n g  by o t h e r  c i t i z e n s . 39

Each t r i b e  was s i m i l a r  t o  a f e u d a l  G e m e i n s c h a f t . Membership in  t h e

t r i b e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " c i t i z e n s h i p , "  was b a se d  on t h e

p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  c r i t e r i a — k i n s h i p  ( t h r o u g h  d e s c e n t  o r  i n t e r m a r r i a g e ) .

I t  was mem bersh ip  in  t h e  communi ty  w hich  g u a r a n t e e d  o n e  a c c e s s  t o  r i g h t s

o f  la nd  u s e .  The l an d  was n o t  a comm odi ty ;  i t  c o u l d  n e v e r  be a c q u i r e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i s t i c  c r i t e r i o n  o f  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c a s h - c a p i t a l .

However ,  u n l i k e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e u d a l  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  w e a l t h

o r  s u r p l u s  was a c c u m u l a t e d  by t h e  I n d i a n  P l a n t e r  n o t  t h r o u g h  t h e

e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  members o f  t h e  communi ty ,  b u t  by t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m o b i l i z e

t h e  l a b o r  o f  t h e  non-member .  B e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War t h i s  was r e p r e s e n t e d

by s l a v e  l a b o r ,  and a f t e r w a r d s  by t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  w h i t e  l a b o r e r s ,

who w e r e ,  u n d e r  t r i b a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  u n a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e s

o f  l a n d  u s e  a c c o r d e d  t o  c i t i z e n s .  The communal ly h e l d  t r i b a l  lan d

39D ale  S W a r d e l l ,  p .  138. 

3 9 l b i d . ,  pp .  138-39.
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monopoly  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a b u n d a n t  l and  ( r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  I n d i a n

p o p u l a t i o n  i t  had t o  s u p p o r t ) ,  made t h e  en c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  w h i t e  i m m i g r a t i o n

e c o n o m i c a l l y  l u c r a t i v e  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n  e l i t e .

W hi te s  came i n t o  t h e  I n d i a n  t e r r i t o r y  a s  " l a b o r e r s . "  However ,

t h e y  w e re  l e s s  l a b o r e r s  t h a n  t e n a n t s  ( a l t h o u g h  t e c h n i c a l l y  t h e y  w e re  n o t

c a l l e d  " t e n a n t s " ) .

T h i s  was done by an I n d i a n  c i t i z e n  making a c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  a w h i t e  man who had r e c e i v e d  a  p e r m i t  t o  e n t e r  
t h e  I n d i a n  c o u n t r y  a s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r  t o  work 
on t h e  c i t i z e n ' s  f a rm .  The c o n t r a c t  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  
p e r s o n  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  p e r m i t  s h o u l d  open  up a fa rm  
f o r  t h e  I n d i a n ,  and p low,  p l a n t  and c u l t i v a t e  a t r a c t  
o f  l a n d .  In a d d i t i o n  he  m i g h t  be r e q u i r e d  t o  b u i l d  
a h o u s e ,  d i g  a  w e l l  and  p l a n t  an o r c h a r d .  For  t h i s  
l a b o r  he was t o  r e c e i v e  i n s t e a d  o f  a  money wage,  a 
s h a r e  o f  t h e  c r o p s  grown and h a r v e s t e d . ™

The w h i t e  l a b o r e r s  c o u l d  n e v e r  hope t o  g a i n  o u t r i g h t  o r  p e r m a n en t

a c c e s s  t o  l a n d ,  o r  t o  t h e  improvement s  and l i v e s t o c k  t h e i r  l a b o r

g e n e r a t e d .  I f  t h e y  l e f t  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  t h e y  c o u l d  s e l l  t h e s e  l a t t e r

i t e m s ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  I n d i a n  c i t i z e n s  who c o u l d  u s e  t h e i r  p r e r o g a t i v e s

t o  buy improvement s  a t  l e s s  t h a n  t h e i r  w o r t h .  W h i t e s  c o u l d  g a i n  a c c e s s

t o  l and  o n l y  t o  work i t ,  and c o u l d  n o t  h i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  l a b o r e r s  t o

expand  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .

As t h e  y e a r s  p a s s e d  a  d i v e r s i f i e d  commercia l  a g r i c u l t u r e

d e v e l o p e d  in  which t h e  I n d i a n  P l a n t e r  e l i t e  s o l d  t h e  s u r p l u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l

p r o d u c e  and i n v e s t e d  t h e  r e t u r n  in  i n c r e a s i n g  h e r d s  o f  c a t t l e  and a

p l u s h  l i f e s t y l e .  The I n d i a n  economy was n o t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  e x p a n s i v e :

t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  w e a l t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  econo mic

g ro w th  was t h e  main econo mic  g o a l .  Nor was I n d i a n  s o c i e t y  p r i m a r i l y  a

1,QI b i d . , p .  280.
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money economy.  The I n d i a n  exchanged  h i s  l an d  f o r  w h i t e  l a b o r .  S i n c e  

t h e r e  was no p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t o  t a x ,  money came i n t o  t h e  t r i b a l  

t r e a s u r i e s  p r i m a r i l y  a s  r e v e n u e s  f rom work p e r m i t s  and r o y a l t i e s  

f rom c o a l  and c a t t l e  l e a s e s .

As f o r  t h e  yeoman I n d i a n  who c h o s e  n o t  t o  p l a y  an a c q u i s i t i v e  

r o l e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  domain a l l o w e d  him t o  re ma in  w i t h i n  t h e  G e m e in s c h a f t  

w i t h  an  a s s u r e d  s o u r c e  o f  income.  He e n j o y e d  t h e  same p r i v i l e g e s  

a s  t h e  f e u d a l  p e a s a n t  in  Europe in  t h e  f r e e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  

domain o r  t h e  "commons."  Yet  l i k e  t h e  a n t e - b e l l u m  w h i t e  yeoman,  

he  was b e t t e r  o f f  t h a n  t h e  s e r f  o r  p e a s a n t ;  he was e n t i t l e d  t o  an 

econ om ic  s u b s i s t e n c e  w i t h o u t  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  l a b o r  o r  

good s  f o r  an  o v e r l o r d .  In t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  t h e  " f r e e  p e a s a n t "  

was made p o s s i b l e  o n l y  by t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  b l a c k  s l a v e s ,  and l a t e r  

by w h i t e  l a b o r  which c o u l d  be commanded t o  g e n e r a t e  a s u r p l u s  f o r  t h e  

s m a l l  I n d i a n  e l i t e .

The Whi te  M a j o r i t y — I t s  S t a k e  in  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y

By t h e  188 01s t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r a c t i c e d  by t h e  I n d i a n  e l i t e

became much more e x t e n s i v e ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a v a s t  i n f l u x  o f  w h i t e s .

At  t h i s  p o i n t  w h i t e s  began t o  e n t e r  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  in  enormous

41
nu m bers .  One a u t h o r  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  by 1879 t h e r e  w e re  8 , 7 0 0  w h i t e s

Jj2
in  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  By 1884 t h e r e  w e re  3 5 . 0 0 0 .  Cen sus  f i g u r e s  f o r

1890 and 1900 show t h a t  t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  111 ,254

43
and 3 0 2 ,6 8 0  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

41
G i t t i n g e r ,  p .  114.

42 Baum, p .  7 8 .

43
T h i r t e e n t h  C e n su s ,  Vo l .  I ,  P a r t  1, p .  553 ( P o p u l a t i o n ,  G enera l  

R e p o r t  and A n a l y s i s ) .
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( T a b le  1) P o p u l a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y

I 8 7 9 (a> I 8 8 4 (b) 1 8 9 0 ^ 1 9 0 0 ^

I n d i a n s 5 9 ,3 0 0
7 0 ,0 0 0

5 1 , 2 7 9 5 2 , 5 0 0

B l a c k s 13 ,000 18,636 3 6 ,8 5 3

Whi t e s 8 , 7 0 0 3 5 ,0 0 0 110,254 3 0 2 ,6 8 0

T o t a l 8 1 , 0 0 0 105,00 0 180 ,164 3 9 2 ,6 8 0

As we can s e e , w h i l e  t h e  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y

from 1879 t o  1 9 0 0 , t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w he re

i t  g r e a t l y  o u tnum bere d  t h e  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  a  r a t i o  o f  6 t o  1.

T h i s  i n f l u x  o f  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  was mos t  l i k e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e

f o r  t h e  v a s t  i n c r e a s e  o f  a c r e a g e  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  in  t h e  l a s t  t w e n ty

y e a r s  o f  t h e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y .  A l th o u g h  c e n s u s  f i g u r e s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e

f o r  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  b e f o r e  1900 t h e  I n d i a n  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  R e p o r t s

p r o v i d e  some e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e .  In 1879,  2 7 3 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  we re

c u l t i v a t e d  in I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  Only f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h i s  f i g u r e

had jumped t o  4 0 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s .  By 1900 a f u l l  3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  w e r e  u n d e r  

44c u l t i v a t i o n .

The s o c i o l o g i s t s  now mus t  a s k  why s o  many w h i t e s  w e re  in d u ced  

t o  e n t e r  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  o n l y  t o  become pe rm a n en t  t e n a n t s  u n d e r  an I n d i a n

^ E s t i m a t e d  by Roy G e t t e n g e r ,  The F o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
Oklahoma (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  114.

^ E s t i m a t e d  by Laura  Edna Baum, " A g r i c u l t u r e  Among t h e  F i v e  
C i v i l i z e d  T r i b e s , "  (M.A. t h e s i s ,  D e p a r tm en t  o f  H i s t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Oklahoma,  1940) .

(c )  6 ^ T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  V o l .  1,  P o p u l a t i o n ,  P a r t  1,
p .  553.

^ B a u m ,  p p s . 4 1 - 4 2 .
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l a n d l o r d .  We ca n  o n l y  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  t h e  l u r e  o f  u n o c c u p ie d  lan d 

must  have  been v e r y  s t r o n g .  Many s q u a t t e r s  o r  " i n t r u d e r s "  came 

i l l e g a l l y  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ,  u l t i m a t e l y  d a r i n g  t h e  f e d e r a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  remove them by f o r c e .  A l th o u g h  t h e y  w e re  f r e q u e n t l y  

removed by F e d e r a l  t r o o p s ,  t h e y  o f t e n  p roved  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

d i s l o d g e .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e s e  t e n a n t s  p r o b a b l y  had hopes  t h a t  p o s s e s s i o n  

would  u l t i m a t e l y  g i v e  them r i g h t s  o f  o w n e r s h i p  when and i f  t h e  I n d i a n s '  

hegemony was l i f t e d .  A g i t a t i o n  by r a i l r o a d s ,  b u s i n e s s m e n  and f a r m e r s
JiC

in t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  and 8 0 ' s  f o r  a b r o g a t i o n  o f  U.S.  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  t h e  F i v e  

T r i b e s  in  o r d e r  t o  th r o w  Oklahoma open t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  was

p e r v a s i v e ,  b o t h  in  W ash in g ton  and l o c a l l y ,  and t h u s  made t h e s e  hopes

r e a l i s t i c .

S i n c e  t h e  demand f o r  l a b o r  was g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  s u p p l y ,  "w ages"

o r  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t e n a n t r y  w e re  p r o b a b l y  good in c o m p a r i s o n  t o  o t h e r

a v a i l a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  A l th o u g h  t h i s  a u t h o r  knows o f  no i n f o r m a t i o n

a s  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  o f  w h i t e  t e n a n t s  in  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  d u r i n g

t h i s  p e r i o d ,  we do know t h a t  long  t e rm  l e a s e s  ( f i v e  t o  t e n  y e a r s )  we re

a v a i l a b l e , ^  w h i l e  t h e  p a t t e r n  in b o t h  t h e  West and t h e  Sou th  was a one

Un
y e a r  l e a s e .  Some c a s h  r e n t a l s  a t  t e n  c e n t s  an a c r e  c o u l d  be had d u r i n g  

hS
Baum, p .  ; G i t t i n g e r ,  p .  123,  D a le  & W a r d e l l ,

Buchanan & D a l e ,  pp .  226 -2 7 .

Baum, p.  71.
i*7

W i l l i a m  H. M ur ra y ,  Memoirs o f  Gove rnor  Murray and T ru e  H i s t o r y  
o f  Oklahoma (B o s to n :  Meador P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 ^ 5 ) ,  Vo l .  1,  p .  220.
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t h i s  p e r i o d .  At t h i s  c o s t  a 160 a c r e  t r a c t  c o u l d  be r e n t e d  f o r  as

l i t t l e  a s  $ 1 6 . 0 0  a  y e a r  o r  j u s t  $ 2 . 0 0  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  home-

48s t e a d i n g  f e e  in Kansa s .  We know t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  e l i t e  w h ich  c o n t r o l l e d  

t h e  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  w e re  a n x i o u s  f o r  w h i t e  l a b o r .  A long  t e rm

p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  bet w een  t h e  I n d i a n  m a j o r i t y ,  who w e re  s u b s i s t e n c e

m in d e d ,  and t h e  P l a n t e r s  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  e n t e r i n g  

w h i t e  l a b o r .  The P l a n t e r s  wan ted low f e e s  and t h e  o t h e r s  wan ted h i g h

* *9f e e s .

U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  wh at  c o n s t i t u t e s  c o n d i t i o n s  which 

a r e  a t t r a c t i v e  i s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s  and 

h en c e  h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  I f  we assume t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

t h e  day  men would r a t h e r  be  ow ne rs  t h a n  t e n a n t s  i t  seems p l a u s i b l e  t o  

i n f e r  t h a t  t h o s e  who came t o  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  d i d  n o t  have t h e  

c a p i t a l  t o  buy f a rm  homes.  We know t h a t  in  Kansas  t h e  18 8 0 1s saw 

an a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p r e s s i o n  in  w hi ch  many t h o u s a n d s  l o s t  t h e i r  homes and 

a s  a r e s u l t  l e f t  t h e  s t a t e . P o o r  w h i t e  s o u t h e r n e r s  m i g r a t e d  w e s t  

t o  L o u i s i a n a ,  A r k a n s a s  and  T e x a s ' ^  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p o s t - b e l l u m  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  im p o v er i sh m en t  in  t h e  l a t e  1870*s . To t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  

t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f e r t i l e  new land  in I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ,  w i t h o u t

48
E v e r e t t  D ic k ,  The Sod-House  F r o n t i e r  (New York:  D. A p p l e t o n -  

C e n t u r y  C o . ,  1 937) ,  p .  lTffT

49
Baum, p. 71-

”̂ R .  C. M i l l e r ,  "The Background o f  P o p u l i s m  in  K a n s a s , "  
M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 11 (1 9 2 5 ) :  477;  Hal l i e  F a rm e r ,
"The  Economic Background of* F r o n t i e r  P o p u l i s m , "  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  
H i s t o r i c a l  Review 10 (1 9 2 4 ) :  418 ,  4 1 9 ,  421.

^ W o o d w ard ,  p .  109.
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t h e  r i s k s  o f  t h e  d e e p e n i n g  c y c l e  o f  i n d e b t e d n e s s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t h e

c r o p  l i e n  laws (which p r e v a i l e d  among b o t h  b l a c k  and w h i t e  s h a r e -

52c r o p p e r s  in t h e  Sou th  a t  t h a t  t i m e  ) ,  may have a p p e a r e d  p r o m i s i n g

and l u c r a t i v e  i n d e e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  Oklahoma was op ened

up t o  h o m e s t e a d in g  in 1889 ( s e e  b e l o w ) .  H e a v i l y  a d v e r t i s e d  by

r a i l r o a d s ,  and n e w s p a p e r s ,  t h e  number o f  p o t e n t i a l  s e t t l e r s  who

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  l and  r u n s  f a r  e x c e e d e d  t h e  number who c o u l d  be

accommodated on t h e  a v a i l a b l e  a c r e a g e . ^  Many who f a i l e d  t o  s t a k e
5l»

o u t  c l a i m s  p r o b a b l y  became t e n a n t s  in  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  i n s t e a d .

The enormous g ro w th  o f  t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  

t h e  19th  c e n t u r y  in  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ,  l e n d s  s u p p o r t  t o  t h i s  

h y p o t h e s i s  (See  T a b l e  1 ) .

The W h i t e  M a j o r i t y  a s  T r o j a n  Horse

The r a i l r o a d s ,  t h e  c o a l  m i n e s ,  b u t  m o s t l y  t h e  ove rw he lm ing  

number o f  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  u l t i m a t e l y  

became a  T r o j a n  h o r s e  which l ed  t o  t h e  f i n a l  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  o f  t r i b a l  

hegemony.  A l th o u g h  t h e  I n d i a n  p l a n t e r s  s o u g h t  s h o r t  t i m e  econo mic  b e n e f i t  

by e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  i m m i g r a t io n  o f  l a b o r e r s ,  in  t h e  long run i t  was a p o l i c y  

which was n o t  in  harmony w i t h  t h e  long r a n g e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t r i b a l  autonomy.

The I n d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  had no c i v i l  o r  p en a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  w h i t e s  in 

t h e  T e r r i t o r y ,  w h i l e  t h e  U.S.  go v e r n m en t  had v i r t u a l l y  no c o n t r o l  o v e r  

w h i t e s  e i t h e r .  L a w le s s n e s s  and a n a r c h y  p r e v a i l e d .

52 I b i d . ,  pp .  180-82 ;  R u p e r t  V ance ,  Human F a c t o r s  in C o t to n  C u l t u r e :
A S tu d y  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  Geograp hy  o f  t h e  Amer ican S o u th  (Chape l  H i l l :  Uni v e r s i  t y  
o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 9 ) ,  p.  155.

^ B u c k ,  pp.  3 4 5 -4 7 ,  365.

54M u r ray ,  p .  220.
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O u t l a w r y  was r a m p a n t ,  and t h e  r e v o l v e r  and t h e  
bowie k n i f e  t h e  a r b i t e r s  o f  d i s p u t e s . 55

A n o th e r  h i s t o r i a n  w r i t e s ,

T r a i n s  w e re  robbe d  a l m o s t  in s i g h t  o f  t h r i v i n g  
towns and n o t h i n g  done a b o u t  i t ;  m u rd e r s  we re  
c o m m i t t e d , a n d  t h e  m u r d e r e r s  n e v e r  b r o u g h t  t o  
j u s t i c e .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  o u t l a w s  b r o u g h t  t o  j u s t i c e  may h ave  been 

sma11,

I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  J u d g e  a t  F o r t  
Smi th  [who was g i v e n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  p e n a l  
o f f e n s e s  in I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  a s  o f  1875] had 
imposed 153 d e a t h  p e n a l t i e s  between  1875 and 
1895; . . .57

The w h i t e  s e t t l e r s ,  w i t h  no go ver nmen t  o f  t h e i r  own,had  no t a x e s  t o  pay ,  

b u t  a l s o  no s c h o o l s  and o t h e r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  ( s e w e r s ,  s i d e w a l k s ,  r o a d s ,  

e t c . ) .  Only an I n d i a n  a g e n t  e x i s t e d  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  any 

o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  w h i t e  b u s i n e s s m e n  

and t r a d e r s , p e r m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  by p a y i n g  a l i c e n s e  

f e e ,  w e re  e x c l u d e d  f rom l u c r a t i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  by t h e  I n d i a n  t r a d e
r O

monopoly  w h ich  p r e v a i l e d .  " F r e e  c o m p e t i t i o n "  was t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  

demand, b u t  most  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b u s i n e s s m e n  a s  w e l l  a s  p o t e n t i a l  s e t t l e r s  

wanted  t h e  I n d i a n s '  l a n d .

^ H e n r y  S.  Brown, "The I n d i a n s  o f  O klahoma, "  O u t l o o k  85 ( J a n .  19,  
1907) :  115.

”*^Loren N. Brown, "The Dawes Com m iss ion ,"  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 9 
(March 1931 ) :  75.

5 7 l b i d . ,  p .  86 .

58
M u r ray ,  p .  203.
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The T e r m i n a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  Hegemony

Many r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  we re  o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  la nd  t h a t  had been g i v e n  t o  them " i n  p e r p e t u i t y . "

I t  was a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  lan d  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  o f  a few I n d i a n s  was d e n y i n g

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c i t i z e n s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r  b i r t h r i g h t .  Yet a t  t h e  same

t i m e  t h e  u n c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p u b l i c  domain was s e e n  a s  g o ing

t o  w a s t e  in  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  s i n c e  t h e  " l a z y "  I n d i a n s  l a c k e d  t h e

" i n c e n t i v e "  u n d e r  t h e  " s o c i a l i s t i c "  form o f  land t e n u r e  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d ,

t o  d e v e l o p  i t .  The s y s t e m  o f  l and  t e n u r e  a s  p r a c t i c e d  by w h i t e s  was s e e n

a s  " p r o g r e s s i v e "  w h i l e  t h e  I n d i a n s  w e re  s e e n  a s  " c o n s e r v a t i v e , "  i . e . ,

t h e y  w e re  n o t  m o t i v a t e d  by t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  E t h i c .  The I n d i a n s  w e re  s e e n

a s  " n o b l e  s a v a g e s "  l i v i n g  in  a  p a s t o r a l  haven o f  u n t a p p e d  n a t u r a l

r e s o u r c e s  w hi ch  a w a i t e d  o n l y  t h e  " i n i t i a t i v e "  o f  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  t o

t a p .  No d o u b t  a s p e c t s  o f  r a c i s m  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  w h i t e s  in c o n c e i v i n g

o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  a s  an  " i n f e r i o r "  p e o p l e  and n o t  w o r th y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e

b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e i r  domain .

In 1887 t h e  U.S.  Congre ss  p a s s e d  t h e  Dawes S e v e r a l t y  A c t .  I t  p r o v i d e d  t h a t

O k lah o m a ' s  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n s  be a b o l i s h e d  and t h a t  a l l o t m e n t s  o f

160 a c r e s  be  made t o  a l l  h ea d s  o f  I n d i a n  f a m i l i e s ,  80 a c r e s  t o  u n m a r r i e d

a d u l t s ,  and kO a c r e s  t o  c h i l d r e n  and f r e e d m e n .  The r e m a i n d e r  was t o

be p u r c h a s e d  by t h e  go v e r n m e n t  and thr ow n open  t o  e n t r y  u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s

59o f  t h e  Homestead A c t .  T h i s  a c t  paved t h e  way f o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  

59The e x a c t  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  Act  a r e  numerous  and t o o  c o m p l i c a t e d  
t o  be d e a l t  w i t h  in  f u l l  h e r e .  For  a d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e tw een  t h e  Dawes Commiss ion and t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s  s e e  Loren 
N. Brown, p .  86 ) .
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w e s t e r n  Oklahoma.  The s m a l l  number o f  I n d i a n s  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n s

w e re  g i v e n  a l l o t m e n t s  and  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y

o f  i t ,  was op ened  up t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .

L a t e r ,  in  1887 t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s  we re  exempted f rom t h e  p r o v i s i o n s

o f  t h e  Dawes Act  and f o r  s i x  y e a r s  more t h e i r  hegemony rema ined  i n t a c t .

By 1893 t h e  e x e m p t io n  was r e v e r s e d .  The Dawes Commiss ion was a p p o i n t e d

and s e n t  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  t o  " n e g o t i a t e "  a t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  F iv e

T r i b e s  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e i r  t r i b a l  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  c o u n t r y ,  and t o

a l l o t  t h e  l and  in s e v e r a l t y .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y  t h e  I n d i a n s  we re  r e l u c t a n t

t o  v o l u n t a r i l y  g i v e  up t h e i r  r i g h t s  and f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  t h e y  p r o c r a s t i n a t e d

and d e l a y e d . ^  F i n a l l y  in  1898 C o n g re s s  p a s s e d  t h e  C u r t i s  Act  which

t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  t r i b a l  t e n u r e  w i t h o u t  t h e  I n d i a n s '  c o n s e n t . ^  The

t r i b a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  w e re  t o  p a s s  o u t  o f  e x i s t e n c e  by 1906.

The t e r m s  u n d e r  w hi ch  t h e  I n d i a n  was t o  h o ld  h i s
a l l o t m e n t  d i f f e r e d  in  t h e  v a r i o u s  a g r e e m e n t s ,  b u t  a l l
o f  them c o n t a i n e d  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n e x p e r i ­
enced  a l l o t t e e  in  h i s  new t i t l e .  I t  was r e c o g n i z e d  
t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  u n d e r  communal t e n u r e  had d e v e lo p e d  
no f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  w r i t t e n  c o n t r a c t s ,  d e e d s ,  
m o r t g a g e s ,  t a x e s  and o t h e r  met hods  o f  a l i e n a t i n g  h i s  
h o l d i n g s .  A l i m i t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a l l o t m e n t ,  
d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  ' h o m e s t e a d '  was a c c o r d i n g l y  g u a r d e d  by 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a l i e n a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n d e r ,  
w hich  came t o  be known a s  t h e  ' s u r p l u s , '  would  soon 
p a s s  f r e e l y  i n t o  t h e  I n d i a n s '  c o n t r o l .  I t  was 
e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  would im m e d ia t e l y  s e l l  h i s  
s u r p l u s ,  and t h a t  l i v i n g  on h i s  ho m es tead  he would 
be  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  w h i t e  n e i g h b o r s .  T h i s  would 
s a t i s f y  t h e  l and  h u n g e r  o f  t h e  w h i t e  men, would  open  
t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s ,  and would 
d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  among t h e  g e n e r a l  
c i t i z e n s h i p  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty .82

61
Debo, pp.  3 2 - 3 3 .

I b i d . , p .  36 .
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A l l o t m e n t  and t h e  Coming o f  t h e  G r a f t e r

C e r t a i n l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a l l o t m e n t  t h e  f o r m e r  I n d i a n  l and  

monopoly and s y s t e m  o f  l and  t e n u r e  was d e s t r o y e d .  Yet i t  was d e f i n i t e l y  

n o t  t h e  sm al l  s u b s i s t e n c e  o r i e n t e d  I n d i a n  f a r m e r  o r  t h e  w h i t e  t e n a n t  

f a r m e r  who u l t i m a t e l y  b e n e f i t e d  f rom t h e  c h a n g e  in l and  t e n u r e .  The 

w h i t e  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  t h e  lan d s p e c u l a t o r  o r  t h e  " g r a f t e r "  a s  he  was 

c a l l e d ,  was t h e  m a j o r  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  t h i s  " p r o g r e s s . "

63The more  t r a d i t i o n a l  I n d i a n s ,  " f u l l b l o o d s "  a s  t h e y  w e re  c a l l e d ,

a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e re  o f  c o u r s e  opp os ed  t o  t h e  a l l o t m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  w e re  b o t h

u n i n v o l v e d  and p o w e r l e s s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s .  A l l o t m e n t  was t o

p u t  e a c h  in p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a p a r c e l  o f  lan d  w hi ch  was r a p i d l y  becoming

a v a l u a b l e  commodi ty.  Yet  most  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  w e r e , b y  o n e  means  o r

64
a n o t h e r ,  f r a u d u l e n t l y  done o u t  o f  t h e i r  p a t r i m o n y .  Angie  Debo 

has  p a i n s t a k i n g l y  documented  how ways w e re  f o u n d ,  more f r e q u e n t l y  

t h a n  n o t  i l l e g a l  wa ys ,  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  i g n o r a n t  I n d i a n s  ( i g n o r a n t  

o f  " w r i t t e n  c o n t r a c t s ,  d e e d s ,  m o r t g a g e s ,  t a x e s "  and o t h e r  fo rms  o f

modern c o n t r a c t u a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s )  t o  p a r t  w i t h  t h e i r  l a n d .  They w e re

e a s y  p r e y  f o r  s p e c u l a t o r s  who found  ways t o  a c q u i r e  d e  f a c t o  i f  n o t  de  j u r e

p o s s e s s i o n  o f  l and  w hi ch  t h e y  w e re  l e g a l l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  s e l l ,  a s  w e l l  a s

la nd  w hich  was " r e s t r i c t e d "  ( n o n - s a l a b l e  f o r  25 y e a r s ) .  One o t h e r  a u t h o r  

d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  p r o c e s s .

63
T h i s  n o m e n c l a t u r e  was n o t  based  on a c t u a l  " b l o o d "  b u t  upon 

t r a d i t i o n a l  a s  o p p o sed  t o  m a r k e t  o r i e n t e d  econ om ic  b e h a v i o r .

^ D e b o ,  p . 36 •
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Land hawks,  w o rk in g  w i t h  I n d i a n  a g e n t s ,  l e a s e d  
l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  I n d i a n  l a n d s  a n d ,  in  t u r n ,  s u b ­
l e a s e d  them t o  s e t t l e r s .  . . . [T he re  was] a 
f i r m  o f  s p e c u l a t o r s  who c o n t r o l l e d  3 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  
o f  la nd  in  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  and l e a s e d  i t  t o  
o v e r  1 ,5 0 0  t e n a n t s . 65

The p r o c e s s  by which t h i s  o c c u r r e d  i s  d e s c r i b e d  by Debo a s  f o l l o w s .

The I n d i a n s  w e re  t o o  poo r  t o  t r a v e l  t h e  long 
d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  land o f f i c e  and m a i n t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s  
t h e r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  a w a i t i n g  t h e i r  t u r n .  In 
s e l e c t i n g  t h e i r  a l l o t m e n t s  t h e y  h ad ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  no 
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y o r s  numbered d e s c r i p t i o n s  
and c o u l d  n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  own h o l d i n g s .  The 
u b i q u i t o u s  g r a f t e r  who f u r n i s h e d  them t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
b o a r d  and l o d g i n g  and a s s i s t a n c e  in s e l e c t i n g  t h e i r  
a l l o t m e n t ,  p e r fo rm ed  a r e a l  s e r v i c e .

E n t e r p r i s i n g  s c o u t s  went  i n t o  t h e  f u l l b l o o d  s e t t l e ­
m e n t s ,  g a t h e r e d  up t h e  I n d i a n s ,  l o ad ed  them on 
t r a i n s  and b r o u g h t  them i n ,  a n d s o l d  them t o  t h e  
h i g h e s t  b i d d e r  among t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  d e a l e r s ,  a t  
t e n ,  t w e n t y - f i v e ,  o r  even  $30 a h ea d .  The p u r c h a s e r  
t h e n  co ach ed  h i s  I n d i a n  t o  c h o o s e  a s  t h e i r  s u r p l u s  
t h e  lan d t o  w hich  he  c l a i m e d  some s o r t  o f  p o s s e s s o r y  
t i t l e ,  and s e c u r e d  a l e a s e  t h a t  was a v i r t u a l  g i f t . ® ”

C o r r u p t i o n  was r i f e  in  t h e  F e d e r a l  lan d  o f f i c e  w h ich  was c h a r g e d  w i t h

a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a l l o t m e n t .

The t e rm  " g r a f t e r "  was a p p l i e d  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  
c o u r s e  t o  d e a l e r s  in I n d i a n  l a n d ,  and was f r a n k l y  
a c c e p t e d  by them.  The s p e c u l a t i v e  f e v e r  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  
Government  em ployees  so  t h a t  i t  was a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  
t o  p r e v e n t  them from making p e r s o n a l  i n v e s t m e n t s .67

Some o f  t h e  more  b u s i n e s s  o r i e n t e d  I n d i a n s ,  t h o s e  who had a c q u i r e d  l a r g e

h o l d i n g s  b e f o r e  a l l o t m e n t ,  found  ways t o  h o ld  on t o  them.^® R o b e r t  L.

Owen was o n e  o f  t h e s e .

^ C a r e y  M cW il l iams ,  111 F a r e s  t h e  Land (B o s to n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown, and
C o . ,  1 9 42) ,  p .  189.

^ D e b o ,  p.  95.  

67 ,I b i d . ,  p .  92.

68
M urray ,  pp .  2 4 8 -5 3 .
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He had e s t a b l i s h e d  and improved t h i s  p r o p e r t y  in 
1887,  . . • Then t h e  C u r t i s  a c t  had ' ' c o n f i s c a t e d "  
h i s  l an d  by f o r c i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Ch ero k ees  
e s t a t e  w i t h  no c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t s  o f  
e x c e s s  h o l d e r s .  He a c c o r d i n g l y  i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  
a g e n t s  t o  a l l o t  t h e  l a n d s  i n s i d e  h i s  o l d  f e n c e s  
t o  C hero kee  c i t i z e n s  who in  most  c a s e s  l i v e d  n e a r l y
a hu ndre d  m i l e s  away and had no lan d  t h a t  t h e y
c a r e d  t o  t a k e  a s  s u r p l u s .  The a g e n t s  made r e n t a l  
c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e  a l l o t t e e s ,  w hi ch  g u a r a n t e e d  
t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  w a r r a n t y  d e e d s  a s  soon  a s  t h e  land 
s h o u l d  become a l i e n a b l e ,  and w h ich  c a r r i e d  " e v e r y  
s e c u r i t y  w hich  t h e y  c o u l d  d e v i s e  t o  e n s u r e  good 
f a i t h  in  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  c o n t r a c t .

Thus a s  t h e  d e c a d e  1900-1910 wo re  on t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  land in

I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  hands  o f  b o t h  w h i t e  and I n d i a n  g r a f t e r s .

Y e t ,  g i v e n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  t h e s e  I n d i a n s  p r a c t i c e d  by t h i s

t i m e  t h e  l i n e  be tw een  w h i t e  and I n d i a n  was b l u r r e d  i n d e e d .

The G r a f t e r  and t h e  T e n a n t — The T r a n s i t i o n  t o  a C a p i t a l i s t i c  A g r i c u l t u r e  

The p r o c e s s  o f  l and  t r a n s f e r  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  m o s t l y  from t h e  

p o i n t  o f  v i ew  o f  t h e  w h i t e  t e n a n t  who, b e f o r e  a l l o t m e n t ,  had been t h e  

t e n a n t  o f  an  I n d i a n  l a n d l o r d .  The C u r t i s  B i l l  o f  1898 had " d e c l a r e d  a l l  

l e a s e s  o f  I n d i a n  la nd  i l l e g a l . " ^  Thus t h e  t e n u r e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t h e  

w h i t e s  had w i t h  t h e i r  l a n d l o r d s  w e r e  t o  be a b r u p t l y  b r o u g h t  t o  an en d .

In c a s e s  w he re  t h e  I n d i a n  l a n d l o r d  had had h o l d i n g s  in e x c e s s  o f  h i s  l e g a l  

a l l o t m e n t  s h a r e ,  t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e  ( i n  c a s e s  

w he re  t h e  I n d i a n  c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  some t e c h n i c a l i t y ) , in  o r d e r  t o  p u t  t h e

new a l l o t t e e  in p o s s e s s i o n ,  meant  t h e  I n d i a n ' s  f o r m e r  t e n a n t  would  have

* 1 71t o  l e a v e .

^ D e b o ,  pp.  9 8 - 9 9 .  

^ M u r r a y ,  p .  248.  

^ D e b o ,  pp.  51 “ 52.
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W i l l i a m  Murray was a w h i t e  man who came t o  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  in

t h e  18901s . He " r e a d  law11 f o r  s e v e r a l  mon ths  and became a lawye r  f o r

t h e  Ch ick as aw  I n d i a n  P l a n t e r  e l i t e  and a c t e d  a s  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  t h e

Ch ickasaw s  in  t h e i r  l e g a l  b a t t l e s  t o  o u s t  w h i t e  l e a s e h o l d e r s  a f t e r  t h e

C u r t i s  A c t .  Murray w r i t e s  o f  t h e s e  t e n a n t s ,

I r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  o n e  o u t  o f  100 t h a t  had any 
e q u i t y  in t h e i r  ( s i c )  h o l d i n g s  a t  a l l ,  and t h a t  s o o n e r  
o r  l a t e r  t h e y  had t o  g i v e  up . . . and t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  
would  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n ;  . . .72

Murray r e p o r t s  a c a s e  in  w hich  35 l e a s e h o l d e r s  w e re  t o  be s e r v e d  w i t h

n o t i c e s  t o  v a c a t e  t h e i r  f a r m s .  A f t e r  s e r v i n g  them w i t h  n o t i c e s ,  f e a r f u l

f o r  h i s  v e r y  l i f e ,  he s e n t  an  e m i s s a r y  t o  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  t e n a n t s .

73The e m i s s a r y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had indeed  been m e t — by 75 men w i t h  g u n s .

Murray r e p o r t s  c a s e s  o f  d e p u t y  m a r s h a l l s  who w e re  k i l l e d  by t e n a n t s

who w e re  o u t r a g e d  a t  t h e i r  l o s s  o f  t e n u r e .  The p r i n c i p l e d  h o s t i l i t i e s

must  have s haded  o f f  i n t o  t h e  u n p r i n c i p l e d  o n e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  e r a  a s  " h i r e d

g u n s "  a t t e m p t e d  t o  make t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  on t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e  
74

o f  f e u d .  Murray o f f e r s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h o s e  t e n a n t s  who we re  n o t  f o r c e d  

t o  l e a v e  may have e x p e r i e n c e d  an  i n c r e a s e  in t h e i r  r e n t s .  Murray c l a i m s  

he made improvement s  f o r  some o f  t h e  t e n a n t  f a rm s  he was m anaging f o r  

t h e  C h ickas aw s  so  t h a t ,  a s  he  c l a i m s ,  t h e y  w e re  w i l l i n g  t o  pay i n c r e a s e d

^ M u r r a y ,  p.  243.

7 3 I b i d . , pp .  248 -5 3 .

7* * lb id . ,  pp .  2 5 2 -5 3 .

7 5 I b i d . , p .  249.
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We do know t h a t  t h e  p e r i o d  r o u g h l y  b e tw een  1900 and 1915, t h e

same p e r i o d  in  w h ich  t h e  I n d i a n  a l l o t m e n t s  w e re  in  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g

d i s t r i b u t e d ,  was a p e r i o d  o f  r i s i n g  p r i c e s  f o r  a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l

c o m m o d i t i e s  a f t e r  t h e  low p r i c e s  o f  t h e  n i n e t i e s . 7^ Yet t h e  w h i t e

t e n a n t s  in Oklahoma became i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o v e r i s h e d , 77 a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

o f  t h a t  r e g i o n  i n c r e a s e d  by a b o u t  100%. (190 0— 3 9 2 , 0 3 3 ;  1910— 8 2 3 , 9 7 9 - ) 78

One h i s t o r i a n  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  im p o v er i sh m en t  o f  t h e

I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  t e n a n t  f a r m e r s  was a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f

i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  a c q u i r e  l and  in  l a r g e  enough  t r a c t s  t o  p r o v i d e  enough

p ro d u c e  f o r  a  f a m i l y  l i v i n g .  McWil l iams w r i t e s ,

The l a n d s  in t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  we re  
b ro k e n  up i n t o  s m a l l  s i z e d  f r a g m e n t s  and t h e  r e g i o n  
was soon  d o t t e d  w i t h  t i n y  h o l d i n g s  o f  t e n ,  f i f t e e n  
and t w e n t y  a c r e s . 79

Y e t ,  i f  we lo o k  a t  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  f a rm s  in  1910 in  t h e  r e g i o n  t h a t

had been I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  p r i o r  t o  s t a t e h o o d  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  number

o f  f a r m s  u n d e r  20 a c r e s  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

enough t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  p o v e r t y  w h ich  p re s u m a b ly  was

g e n e r a t e d .

7 ^L.  F. Cox, p .  100; R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r ,  The Age o f  Reform 
(New York:  K n o p f - V i n t a g e ,  1 9 55) ,  p .  168.

77U.S .  S e n a t e ,  Commiss ion on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  "Land Q u e s t i o n  
in  t h e  S o u t h w e s t , "  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  6 4 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n ,  Document 
# 415 ,  1916, X, ( s e e  T e s t i m o n y  o f  N a g le ,  G i d d i n g s ,  Thurman) .

78C a l c u l a t e d  f rom T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  P o p u l a t i o n ,  V o l .  I ,  
Ge nera l  R e p o r t  6 A n a l y s i s ,  pp .  3 6 1 -4 0 9 .

7^McWi1 1iams,  p .  18 9 .
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( T a b le  2) % o f  Farms Under Twenty  A c re s

% u n d e r  3 a c r e s  0

% 3 t o  9 a c r e s  1 .3

% 10 t o  19 a c r e s  6 . 1

S o u r c e :  C a l c u l a t e d  f rom T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  S t a t i s t i c s  
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Supp lemen t  f o r  Oklahoma, pp.  6 3 4 - 4 1 .

F u r t h e r m o r e  i f  we lo o k  a t  t h e  s t a t e w i d e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tw een  s i z e  o f  

fa rm  and e t h n i c i t y  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  we f i n d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  t h e  w h i t e

t e n a n t s  who w ere  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l  fa rm s  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  In d i an

p o p u l a t  io n .

( T a b le  3) E t h n i c i t y  and S i z e  o f  Farm

u n d e r  3 a c r e s  3*9 a c r e s  10-19 a c r e s

% N a t i v e  Whi te  o f  - . 1 6 7 6  - . 3 6 0 1  - . 3 4 0 8
N a t i v e  P a r e n t s

% Negro es  + .185 1 + .2 3 8 7  +.2781

% N o n -w h i t e  + . 1 0 9 2  + . 3 1 5 8  + . 3 8 7 9
( e x c l u d i n g  Negroes )

( t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s
I n d i a n s )  ( . 3 0 2  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  1% l e v e l )

I t  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  i m p o v e r i z a t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  in  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  

was n o t  a r e s u l t  o f  a r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  o f  t e n a n t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1900 

t o  1910.  T e n a n t r y  r a t e s  w e re  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be a b o u t  15% in I n d i a n

80T e r r i t o r y  in  1900,  j u s t  two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  C u r t i s  Act  was p a s s e d .

At t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  t r i b a l  l a n d s  w e re  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o  u n d e r g o  a l l o t m e n t

80 Shannon,  p .  418.
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and  t h e  h i g h  t e n a n c y  r a t e  m os t  l i k e l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t e n a n t r y

u n d e r  I n d i a n  hegemony.  By 1910 t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t e n a n t r y ,  a f t e r  t h e

e f f e c t s  o f  a l l o t m e n t  had changed  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  was 

B112%. What seems t o  have hap pe ned  was t h a t  t h e  amount  o f  t e n a n c y ,  

t e n a n c y  in i t s e l f , w a s  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i m p o v e r i s h m e n t ,  b u t  t h e  

t y p e  o f  t e n a n c y  w hi ch  em er ged ,  a s  we w i l l  s e e  below.  By 1910 m os t  

o f  t h e  I n d i a n  l a n d s  had a l r e a d y  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  hands  o f  w h i t e  " g r a f t e r s , "  

a s  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  s a l e  o f  I n d i a n  a l l o t m e n t s  w e re  removed f i r s t  

in 1904 and t h e n  a g a i n  in  1908.

R i s i n g  Land V a lu e s  and t h e  Development  o f  a One-Crop Economy

When t h e  I n d i a n  t e n u r e  was l i f t e d  and t h e  lan d  f i r s t  became 

a s a l a b l e  commodi ty ,  a s  in  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w he re  l and  was s u d d e n l y  opened
Q o

f o r  s a l e ,  l an d  v a l u e s  began t o  r i s e .  A l th o u g h  t h e  c e n s u s  f i g u r e s  f o r  

what was I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  in  1900 and t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Oklahoma 

w h ich  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  s t a t e h o o d  in  1907 f rom  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ,  

a r e  n o t  s t r i c t l y  c o m p a r a b l e ,  we can  com pare  lan d  v a l u e s  f o r  e a c h  I n d i a n  

N a t i o n  in  1900 w i t h  l i k e  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t i e s  which w e re  e v e n t u a l l y  

c r e a t e d  f rom t h e s e  N a t i o n s  in 1907.  A l t h o u g h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  

a r e  n o t  a lw a y s  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n g r u e n t  we ca n  a r b i t r a r i l y  i n c l u d e  a 

c o u n t y  a s  a p a r t  o f  a  f o r m e r  I n d i a n  N a t i o n  i f  i t  f a l l s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

w i t h i n  i t s  f o r m e r  b o u n d a r i e s .  T h u s ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in l and  v a l u e s  be tw een  

1900 and 1910 can be com par ed .  T h i s  can  be  s e e n  in  T a b l e  4.

B1
C a l c u l a t e d  f rom  T h i r t e e n t h  C e n s u s ,  A g r i c u l t u r e , ( R e p o r t s  by 

S t a t e ) ,  Volume 7 ,  P a r t  I I ,  T a b l e  2 ,  pp .  3 7 2 - 7 9 .
82

Debo, pp.  138 -3 9 ,  179-8 0 .

8 3
G a t e s ,  M i l l e r ,  Farmer .
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( T a b le  4) Land V a lu e s  in  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y

1900 1910

(Average v a l u e  o f  lan d  
6 im p ro v em en ts— e x c e p t  
b u i l d i n g s )

(Average  v a l u e  
land  p e r  a c r e )

Cheroke e $ 5 . 1 9 $19.31

Ch ickasaw 5-58 18.41

Choctaw 6 . 1 0 12.83

C reek 4 . 2 5 19.51

Sem i n o 1e 13-61 11.42

1900 f i g u r e s  c a l c u a l t e d  f r o m  12th  Census  (1 9 0 0 ) ,  A g r i c u l t u r e , V o l .  5 ,  P a r t
1 , p .  276 & p.  7 8 .

1910 f i g u r e s  c a l c u l a t e d  from 1 3 th  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  
Supp le m en t  f o r  Oklahoma, pp .  63^*- *̂l •

(Note)  1900 f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  improvement s  made t o  l and  b u t  e x c l u d e s
t h e  v a l u e  o f  b l d g s .  1910 f i g u r e s  o n l y  i n c l u d e  t h e  v a l u e  o f
t h e  l a n d .  T h u s ,  t h e  1900 f i g u r e s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  on t h e  h ig h
s i d e .  The 1910 f i g u r e s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  on t h e  low s i d e  s i n c e  
Census  f i g u r e s  r e f l e c t  v a l u e s  f o r  t a x  a s s e s s m e n t  p u r p o s e s .
T h e s e  a r e  u s u a l l y  l ow er  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  s a l e  p r i c e .  We must  
a l s o  keep in  mind t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t i m a t e  d o l l a r  
v a l u e  in  1900 b e f o r e  t h e  l and  was f u l l y  m a r k e t a b l e .

T h e s e  r i s e s  in  l an d  v a l u e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  wou ld  a t  f i r s t  a p p e a r  

en o rmous ,  d o u b l i n g  and q u a d r u p l i n g  in  a p e r i o d  o f  t e n  y e a r s ,  we re  n o t ,  

how eve r ,  a t y p i c a l .  I f  we b e a r  in mind t h a t  t h e  d e c a d e  f rom 1900 

t o  1910 was a  p e r i o d  o f  h i g h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r i c e s ,  r i s i n g  l and  v a l u e s  

makes s e n s e .  We can s e e  from T a b l e  5 t h a t  in  s t a t e s  n e i g h b o r i n g  Oklahoma 

b o t h  in t h e  S o u th  and t h e  p r a i r i e  s t a t e s ,  farm land  p r i c e s  r o s e  

co m p a r a b ly  t o  t h o s e  o f  Oklahoma,  b o th  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w hich  was t h e n  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .
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( T a b le  5) A ve ra ge  V a lu e  o f  Farm Land ( p e r  a c r e )

1900 1910

Kansas $ 1 2 .77 $35.*45

N e bra ska 16.27 *41.80

Oklahoma T e r r . 8 .11 2*4.03

I n d ia n  T e r r . 6 . 9 0 1 6 .30

L o u i s i a n a 9.7** 17 .99

A r k a n s a s 6 .3 2 1*4.13

S o u r c e : T h i r t e e n t h  Census  o f  t h e  U . S . ,  Vol .  5 ,  A g r i c u l t u r e , R e p o r t s
by S t a t e ,  V o l s .  6 6 7*

(Note )  Land v a l u e s  a r e  based  on t a x  a s s e s s m e n t  c r i t e r i a .  They a r e
u s u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ow er  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
l a n d .  They a r e  u s e f u l  h e r e ,  ho w ever ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p r o v i d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  v a l u e  o f  fa rm  land  a s  i t  v a r i e s
between  s t a t e s  and b e tw een  1900 and 1910.

T h i s  r a p i d  r i s e  in l an d  v a l u e s  was ac c o m p a n i e d ,  a s  we have s e e n ,

by a d o u b l i n g  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  fa rm

d e c r e a s e d  from 15**. 7 a c r e s  t o  113 a c r e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  number o f  f a rm s  had

8*4
d o u b l e d  f rom **5,505 t o  8 3 , 02*4. T h i s  was ac com pan ied  by a b a s i c  change  

in  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  w h i t e  l a n d l o r d s ,  " g r a f t e r s , "  t o o k  o v e r  

f rom  t h e  I n d i a n  P l a n t e r s .  The d i s p o s s e s s e d  f a r m e r s  w e r e ,  a s  we have 

s e e n ,  f r e q u e n t l y  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  f a r m s  o r  r e n t  from t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e

d e a l e r s  who had r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  t h e  a c r e a g e .  T h i s  l ed  t o  a  ch a n g e  in

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r a c t i c e d .  The g r a f t e r s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w an te d  q u i c k  

r e t u r n s .  What had o r i g i n a l l y  been a r a t h e r  d i v e r s i f i e d  com mercia l  farm

8*4
C a l c u l a t e d  f rom T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  Agr i c u l t u r e , Volume 

7 ,  T a b l e  1, pp .  36*4-371 .



( T a b le

Cheroki

1884
1900
1910

Chicka:

1884
1900
1910

Choctai

1884
1900
1910

C reek

1884
1900
1910

Semi no

1884
1900
1910

A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r o d u c t s  Grown in  t h e  
I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y

No. C a t t l e

250,000
3 04 ,1 0 0

9 2 ,1 5 5

100,000
692,000
159,52 8

170,000
183,55 0

8 6 ,2 5 7

150,000
306 ,5 4 8

7 2 ,7 9 6

4 0 , 0 0 0
6 , 9 4 5
7 ,4 5 3

No. Swine No. A c re s  in  Wheat No. A c res  in  Corn

X X  X
192 ,689  185,238  4 1 1 ,0 6 7
4 8 7 ,6 5 2  3 3 , 6 4 5  6 2 5 ,4 4 0

X X  X
2 4 2 , 0 8 6  4 2 , 0 9 7  45 7 ,5 8 3
4 7 4 ,9 7 3  2 , 8 3 9  9 2 4 ,0 9 6

X X  X
130 ,745 6 , 5 8 4  155 ,776
5 1 5 ,5 7 5  415 4 1 0 ,9 3 5

X X  X
7 0 , 0 5 6  5 , 0 4 5  118,340

2 3 1 ,7 2 3  2 , 4 1 8  4 0 8 ,2 8 2

X X  X
6 , 1 7 0  22 6 ,2 4 5

50,891 22 4 5 ,7 5 8



(Table 6 continued)

No. C a t t l e  No. Swine No. A c res  in Wheat No. A c re s  in  Corn No. A c r e s  in  C o t to n

T o t a l

1880 X X X  X 3 5 ,0 0 0
1881* 7 1 0 ,0 0 0  X X  X X
1890 X X X  X 7 0 ,0 7 8
1900 1 , ^ 9 2 , 6 9 3  61*1,71*6 2 3 8 ,9 8 6  1,11*9,011 11*2,065
1910 1*18,189 2,260,811* 3 9 , 3 3 9  2,i*li*,511 85 7 ,6 7 2

S o u r c e s :  1910 f i g u r e s  c a l c u l a t e d  f rom T h i r t e e n t h  Census  (1910)
1880, 1890 and 1900 f i g u r e s  c a l c u l a t e d  f rom T w e l f t h  Census  ( 1 9 0 0 ) ,  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Vo l .  5 ,  P a r t  1, pp .

l*3l*-35: and Vo l .  6 ,  P a r t  2 ,  pp .  2 3 8 , 1*23.
1881* f i g u r e s  e s t i m a t e d  by Laura  Edna Baum, " A g r i c u l t u r e  Among t h e  F i v e  C i v i l i z e d  T r i b e s ,  1865- 1 9 0 6 , "

(M.A. t h e s i s ,  Dep t ,  o f  H i s t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma,  1 9 ^ 0 ) ,  p .  55 .  1
00
V£>

1
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economy based  on c a t t l e  r a n c h i n g  and w h e a t ,  ( s e e  T a b l e  6 ) ,  b o t h  c a p i t a l  

i n t e n s i v e  fo rms  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  was t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e ,  

t r a d i t i o n a l  S o u t h e r n  fo rm  o f  a g r i c u t l u r e .  T h i s  was r e f l e c t e d  in  s m a l l e r  

h o l d i n g s  w hich  we re  c u l t i v a t e d  by s h a r e c r o p p e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t e n a n t s  (a 

d i s t i n c t i o n  w hi ch  w i l l  be e x p l a i n e d  l a t e r ) .  As in  t h e  S o u th  t h e s e  s h a r e ­

c r o p p e r s  grew c o r n  and c o t t o n  and r a i s e d  h o g s .  The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  in  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy can be s e e n  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e .

As can  be  s e e n  from T a b l e  6 c o t t o n  c u l t u r e  became s i g n i f i c a n t

in I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  in t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  b e f o r e  t h e  C u r t i s  A c t .  I t  was n o t

f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  t h e  a l l o t m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  had p l a y e d  a p a r t  in a

d i v e r s i f i e d  com mercia l  a g r i c u l t u r e  u n t i l  i t  became p r i m a r y .  T h i s  change

was n o t  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  s o l e l y  by t h e  l o s s  o f  I n d i a n  hegemony b u t  was

a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  i n c r e a s e d  demand f o r  c o t t o n  and t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t

85h i g h e r  p r i c e s  t h i s  commodi ty  commanded d u r i n g  t h e  d e c a d e  190 0-191 0.

I t  was a l s o  p r e c i p i t a t e d  by t h e  d e c l i n e  in  t h e  c a t t l e  r a n c h i n g  i n d u s t r y  

whi ch  had p l a y e d  a l a r g e  p a r t ,  a s  T a b l e  6 i n d i c a t e s ,  in t h e  I n d i a n s '  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy.

Whi le  we have  no d a t a  on r e n t s  p a i d  by t e n a n t s  b e f o r e  t h e  

a l l o t m e n t s  o r  a f t e r  t h e  p r o c e s s  b eg a n ,  what  a p p e a r s  t o  have happened  

was a ch a n g e  f r om  a commercia l  form o f  m a rk e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  one  which 

was l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e .  What seems t o  have  happe ned  i s  t h a t  t h e  w h i t e  

t e n a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  c a p i t a l ,  was f o r c e d  

t o  ch a n g e  t h e i r  I n d i a n  l a n d l o r d s  f o r  a form o f  la nd  t e n u r e  w hich  was 

more  e c o n o m i c a l l y  e x p l o i t a t i v e ;  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f

^ V a n c e ,  p. 125.
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economic  and s o c i a l  s t a t u s  in t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  which w i l l  be 

documented  f u r t h e r  on .

M o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  W es te rn  Oklahoma (Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y )

As we have  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma e x p e r i e n c e d  a 

d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  f rom t h a t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s t a t e .  To r e i t e r a t e ,  i t  was s e t  a s i d e  a s  a r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a dumping ground  

f o r  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  who had been d i s p o s s e s s e d  by w h i t e  

s e t t l e m e n t .  Y e t ,  w i t h  few I n d i a n s ,  t h e  empty g r a s s l a n d s  w e re  soon 

s e m i - l e g a l l y  o v e r r u n  by c a t t l e  r a n c h e r s  who used t h e  r e g i o n  t o  p a s t u r e  

t h e i r  h e r d s .  Soon l an d  h u ngry  f a r m e r s  began c l a m o r i n g  f o r  t h e  o u s t e r  

o f  t h e  c a t t l e  men and t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  t o  s e t t l e m e n t .  F i n a l l y ,  

Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  in 1889,  was opened  t o  f a r m i n g  u n d e r  t h e  t e rm s  o f  t h e  

Homestead A c t .

W es te rn  O k lahom a ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  o r i g i n a t e d  in a t t e m p t  t o  f u l f i l l  

t h e  p ro m is e  o f  t h e  Homestead Act  on t h e  American f r o n t i e r .  In Oklahoma 

t h e  p o l i c y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  f r e e  la nd  t o  f a r m e r s ,  u n l i k e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  

in  many o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  was a c t u a l i z e d .  Yet  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  Act  in 

o t h e r  s t a t e s  seems t o  have been p r o p i t i o u s  f o r  t h e  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  

b o u r g e o i s  d em ocracy ,  a n d ,  a s  we w i l l  s e e ,  an  a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  movement 

w hich  a c c e p t e d  t h e  m a j o r  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  s u ch  a s y s t e m .  In w e s t e r n  

Oklahoma,  how ever ,  t h e  Homestead Act  a c t u a l l y  p r o v i d e d  f r e e  lan d t o  

s e t t l e r s .  Y e t ,  h e r e  t h e  r e s u l t  was a s o c i a l i s t  form o f  a g r a r i a n  

r a d  i c a 1i sm.

In t h i s  s e c t i o n  I w i l l  t r y  t o  show how t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

f r e e  l a n d ,  and  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  r a p i d i t y  w i t h  w hich  t h e  r e g i o n  was 

s e t t l e d ,  c r e a t e d  a s e t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h ich  l e d  t o  r a p i d  econ omic
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i m m i z e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  l i k e  in e a s t e r n  Oklahoma.

By co m p ar in g  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Kansas  and w e s t e r n  Oklahoma we can 

h i g h l i g h t  and s u g g e s t  t h e  ways in which w e s t e r n  O k lahom a ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  

d i f f e r e d  from t h a t  o f  o t h e r  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s .

W e s te r n  Oklahoma— I n d i a n s  and Cowboys

The c e s s i o n  by t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s  o f  t h e i r  w e s t e r n  domain t o  t h e

U.S.  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, c o n f i n e d  t h e  hegemony,  a s  we have s e e n ,  o f

t h e s e  F iv e  T r i b e s  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  wha t  l a t e r  became Oklahoma.

As m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  l a n d s  w e re  o s t e n s i b l y  g i v e n  t o  t h e  U .S .

a s  a home (a dumping g r o u n d ? )  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  17 ,0 00  I n d i a n s .

By 1875 b u f f a l o  h u n t e r s  on the p l a i n s  had a l m o s t  e x t e r m i n a t e d  

86t h e  b u f f a l o  h e r d s .

With  t h i s  s o u r c e  o f  l i v i n g  g o n e ,  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  
w e re  soon i m p o v e r i s h e d ,  cowed and d r i v e n  o n t o  t h e  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  a s  soon a s  t h e  U.S.  army r e a l l y  g o t  
s e r i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r . ® 7

Given t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  U.S.  go v e rn m en t  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  t h e  I n d i a n s ,

88i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  2 4 , 7 7 4 , 4 0 0  a c r e s  o f  t e r r i t o r y  would  n o t  have been 

g i v e n  t o  1 7 ,000  I n d i a n s  w i t h o u t  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  when t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  would  w a r r a n t  i t ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  would  be made t o  f o r f e i t  

t h e i r  domain  o n c e  a g a i n .

86James S.  Buchanan & E. E. D a le ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  Oklahoma ( E v a n s to n :  
Row, P e t e r s o n  & C o . ,  1 939) ,  P- 177.

87F red  Shannon ,  The F a r m e r ' s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r  (New York:  F a r r a r  & 
R i n e h a r t ,  I n c . ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  p .  201.

0 0
Buck, p .  334.
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The g ro w th  o f  t h e  r a n g e  c a t t l e  I n d u s t r y  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War

o v e r  t h e  G r e a t  P l a i n s  was t h e  i n i t i a l  wedge t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  l o s t  t h e

17 ,0 0 0  I n d i a n s  t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  To Texa s  and Kansas  c a t t l e  r a n c h e r s ,

w e s t e r n  Oklahoma,  which  had j u s t  been g i v e n  t o  t h e  " u n c i v i l i z e d "  I n d i a n s ,

a p p e a r e d  t o  be an  a v a i l a b l e  s e a  o f  empty p a s t u r e  g o i n g  t o  w a s t e .  In t h e

1 8 7 0 ' s ,  when t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c a t t l e  s h i p p i n g  c e n t e r s  in  Dodge C i t y ,

and A b i l e n e ,  Kansas  made t h e  e a s t e r n  m a r k e t i n g  o f  c a t t l e  p r o f i t a b l e ,

c a t t l e m e n  f rom Texa s  began d r i v i n g  t h e i r  h e r d s  n o r t h  t o  Kansas  o v e r  what

became known in Oklahoma a s  t h e  C h isholm T r a i l .  From t h e s e  Kansas  d e p o t s

t h e y  w e re  s h i p p e d  by r a i l  t o  s l a u g h t e r  h o u s e s  in Kansas  C i t y  and C h icag o .

By t h e  18 701s t h e  c a t t l e  r a n c h e r s  had t a k e n  de  f a c t o  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  most

89o f  t h e  a c r e a g e  o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma.  C a t t l e  w e re  p a s t u r e d  in w e s t e r n  

Oklahoma somet imes  f o r  months  a t  a t i m e ,  and l i n e  camps w e r e  b u i l t  f o r  

c o w b o y s . ^

A l th o u g h  a t  f i r s t  t h e  I n d i a n s  s t o l e  t h e i r  c a t t l e  and made l i f e  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  d r o v e r s ,  t h e y  l a t e r  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t r i b u t e  c o u l d  be
91

e x t r a c t e d  in t h e  form o f  b e e f  and r e n t a l  f e e s .  The l e g a l  r i g h t  o f

t h e  I n d i a n s  t o  g r a n t  l e a s e s  was i l l  d e f i n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  most  o f  t h e  t r i b e s

made them w i t h  t h e  c a t t l e m e n .  The S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  r e f u s e d  t o

92
e i t h e r  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  l e a s e s  o r  t o  d r i v e  o f f  t h e  c a t t l e .

89  ,
D a le  S W a r d e l l ,  p .  215;  G i t t i n g e r ,  p.  145; Buchannan 6

D a l e ,  p .  179-

90 Buchanan & D a le ,  p.  190.

91
D a le  & W a r d e l l ,  p.  215; G i t t i n g e r ,  pp .  144 -45;  Buck,  p .  33^.

92
G i t t i n g e r ,  pp .  144-45.
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The y e a r s  from 1870 t o  1890 saw t h e  r a p i d  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  b o t h  

93Kansas  and T e x a s .  In Kansas  t h e  boom y e a r s  o f  t h e  l a t e  7 0 ' s and

e a r l y  8 0 ' s  g a v e  way t o  s e v e r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p r e s s i o n  in  w h ich  h u n d r e d s
9^

o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f a r m e r s  l o s t  t h e i r  homes.  I n e v i t a b l y  t h e s e  im p o v e r i s h e d

and p o t e n t i a l l y  h om eles s  f a r m e r s  began  t o  r e s e n t  t h e  c a t t l e m e n ' s  monopoly

95o f  t h e  v a s t  I n d i a n  domain.  Boomers and r a i l r o a d  i n t e r e s t s  c o i n c i d e d  

in  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  Oklahoma opened t o  f a r m e r s ,  w h i l e  c a t t l e m e n ,  t h e  

F i v e  T r i b e s ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  ( m i s s i o n a r y  

s o c i e t i e s  and c h u r c h  g r o u p s ) ,  w e re  op po sed  t o  t h i s  e v e n t u a l i t y . 9^

In t h e  l 8 8 0 ' s ,  a g ro u p  w hich  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  Boomers,  u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  David  L. P ay n e ,  formed a  c o l o n y  t o  s e t t l e  Oklahoma,  

whi ch  t h e y  a r g u e d  had bee n  ced ed  t o  t h e  U.S.  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  t r e a t i e s  

w i t h  t h e  F i v e  T r i b e s  in 1866. The F e d e r a l  go v e r n m e n t  r e p e l l e d  t h e  

r e p e a t e d  a t t e m p t s  o f  t h e  Boomer c o l o n i z e r s  t o  " s q u a t "  on t h e  I n d i a n  

l a n d s ;  t h e  gov er n m en t  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  had been ceded  t o  t h e  

go v e rn m en t  f o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  I n d i a n s  and I n d i a n  Freedmen and was 

n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  domain .

The Homestead Act  in  Oklahoma

I t  was o n l y  a m a t t e r  o f  t i m e  u n t i l  t h e  Dawes Act  was p a s s e d  in  

1887 s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  " n e s t e r s "  ( f a r m e r s )  and r a i l r o a d s .

93T h i r t e e n t h  c e n s u s  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  Vo l .  I ,  P o p u l a t i o n , G e n e ra l  R e p o r t  6 
A n a l y s i s ,  pp .  361 -^*09.

9V M. M i l l e r ,  p

99Buck, pp.  335~37;  D a le  6 W a r d e l l ,  pp .  2 2 5 -2 6 .

96
D ale  & W a r d e l l ,  p .  230.
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The few I n d i a n s  we re  g i v e n  a l l o t m e n t s  w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e

v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  i t ,  was s u r v e y e d  and d i v i d e d  up i n t o  q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n s

( 1 / 4  o f  a s q u a r e  m i l e  o r  160 a c r e s ) .  At noon on A p r i l  2 2 ,  1889 t h e  f i r s t

p a r c e l  o f  t e r r i t o r y  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma was opened f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  t o

h o m e s t e a d e r s .  In t h e  18 y e a r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  ( u n t i l  1907 when Oklahoma

a c h i e v e d  s t a t e h o o d )  s t r i p  a f t e r  s t r i p  was opened f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  by l and

97r u s h e s  ( s e e  F i g u r e  7 ) .

I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  

Oklahoma o c c u r r e d  u n d e r  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  c o n d i t i o n s .  W es te rn  

Oklahoma,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  l and  r u n s ,  was v i r t u a l l y  an  empty s p a c e .

The c a t t l e m e n  had been v i r t u a l l y  removed and t h e  few I n d i a n s  g i v e n  a l l o t ­

m e n t s .  The s u c c e s s i v e  land r u s h e s  p o p u l a t e d  a v i r t u a l l y  u n i n h a b i t e d  land 

w i t h  f a r m e r s  in  a l i t t l e  more  t h a n  a  d e c a d e .  U n l i k e  t h e  I n d i a n  

T e r r i t o r y ,  no a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  e x i s t e d  on t h e  lan d  w hi ch  was f o r c e d  

t o  ac co m o d a te  newcomers .  Here  t h e  v e r i t a b l e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Homestead Act  w hi ch  came c l o s e  t o  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  a g r a r i a n  myth made 

l i v i n g  t h e  yeoman i d e a l  a p p e a r  p o s s i b l e .  For  t h e  s o c i o l o g i s t  t h i s  

p r o v i d e s  a s o c i a l  l a b o r a t o r y  in  w h ich  t h e  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  bet w een  

K ansas ,  w hi ch  was n o t  p o p u l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  by h o m e s t e a d i n g ,  and Oklahoma 

ca n be compared .

97 G r e e r  C oun ty ,  F i g .  7> # 7 ,  t h e  Kiowa, Comanche and W i c h i t a  
l a n d s ,  #8  and t h e  Osage R e s e r v a t i o n ,  "unopened  1904" w e re  n o t  opened 
up by l an d  r u s h e s .  G r e e r  County had been  c l a i m e d  by T exas  and was 
aw ard ed  t o  Oklahoma in  1897- The Kiowa, Comanche and W i c h i t a  l a n d s  
w e re  d i s t r i b u t e d  by a l o t t e r y .  The Osage r e s e r v a t i o n  was a l l o t t e d  t o  
t r i b a l  members and t h e  r e m a i n d e r  s o l d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r .
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Kansas  & Oklahoma:  A Compar ison

Com par ison o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Kansas  and Oklahoma w i t l  b r i n g

t o  l i g h t  some o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  which h av e  a b e a r i n g  on t h e

s u p p o r t  w h ich  was f o r t h c o m i n g  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklahoma b u t  n o t

in Ka nsas .  Kansas  was op ened  t o  s e t t l e m e n t  o r i g i n a l l y  in  185**. T h i s

was e i g h t  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  Homestead Act  was p a s s e d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  in t h e

185 01s s e t t l e r s  c o u l d  s t a k e  o u t  a c l a i m ,  " s q u a t "  on t h e  l a n d ,  and f i v e

y e a r s  l a t e r  p u r c h a s e  160 a c r e s  a t  open a u c t i o n  a t  a minimum o f  $ 1 .2 5

u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  P r e - E m p t i o n  A c t .  By i8 6 0  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Kansas 

98
was 1 0 7 ,2 0 6 .  Many o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  came w es t  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  b u t

in c o l o n i e s .  Land c o m p a n i e s ,  c h u r c h  g r o u p s ,  v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and

f r e q u e n t l y  c o l o n i e s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  im m ig ra n t s  o r  members o f  a p a r t i c u l a r

99e t h n i c  g r o u p ,  o r g a n i z e d  t h e s e  c o l o n i e s ,  and b r o u g h t  p e o p l e  t o  K ansas .  

Membership  in  a  c o l o n y  r e q u i r e d  t h e  payment  o f  a f e e .  T h u s ,  t h o s e  who 

j o i n e d  and came t o  Kansas  a s  members o f  a c o l o n y  w e re  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  have 

been i n d i g e n t .  Nor we re  t h e y  e n t i r e l y  on t h e i r  own; t h e y  had t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  and e x p e r t i s e  o f  a  g u i d e  who knew t h e  " r o p e s , "  and t h e  

f e l l o w s h i p  o f  a  communi ty  o f  p o t e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r s  on t h e  f r e q u e n t l y  h o s t i l e  

f r o n t i e r . ^  In t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  u n t i l  i 8 6 0  when t h e  C i v i l  

War s low ed  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  a t r i c k l e ,  in t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  l o c a l  governm en t  

and l e g a l  mecha n isms f o r  a d j u s t i n g  lan d  d i s p u t e s ,  " c l a i m  j u m p i n g "  was a 

f r e q u e n t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  new s e t t l e r s  a s  no one y e t  owned a deed  t o  t h e  l a n d .

98
T h i r t e e n t h  C en su s ,  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  Vo l .  I ,  P o p u l a t i o n , G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  6 

A n a l y s i s ,  pp .  3 6 1 —409.

99 D ick ,  p .  201.
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Local  communi ty  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  " c l a i m s  c l u b s , "  a s  t h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d ,

w e re  fo rmed  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s .  T h es e  b r o u g h t  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  p r e s s u r e

t o  b e a r  ( f r e q u e n t l y  a t  g u n p o i n t )  on i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e  communi ty  f e l t

had v i o l a t e d  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s . ^  The c l a i m s  c l u b

a c t e d  a s  a communi ty  w hich  s h a r e d  norms o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  on t h e  f r o n t i e r .

In d u e  t i m e  t h e  land s a l e  came........................T h e o r e t i c a l l y
t h e  la nd  was t o  go t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r ;  b u t  a c t u a l l y  
e a ch  q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n  was s o l d  t o  i t s  o c c u p a n t  a t  t h e  
a p p r a i s e d  v a l u e .  The s q u a t t e r s  r e s p e c t e d  e a c h  o t h e r s '  
r i g h t s  and t h e  f i r s t  man t o  b id  a g a i n s t  one  o f  them was
s h o t  c l e a n ,  t h u s  c o n c l u d i n g  any f u r t h e r  o p p o s i t i o n .  . . .
The man who c o u l d  n o t  f u r n i s h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p r o o f  o f  h i s  
good i n t e n t i o n s  had h i s  c l a i m  s o l d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  
b i d d e r .  T h i s  was an  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e  o c c u r r e n c e .  A w i t n e s s  
a t t e n d i n g  one o f  t h e s e  s a l e s  f o r  f o u r  weeks  saw t h i s  
happen o n c e . 102

A l t h o u g h  s p e c u l a t o r s  a p p e a r e d  a t  l and  a u c t i o n s  t h e y  d i d  n o t  u s u a l l y

b id  a g a i n s t  t h e  s q u a t t e r s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  le nd  money t o  t h o s e  who d i d  n o t

103have  t h e  c a s h — o f  c o u r s e ,  a t  e x o r b i t a n t  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  L a t e r  

in t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  o r  8 0 ' s new h o m e s t e a d e r s  s o u g h t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  some l o c a l  

p e r s o n  in h e l p i n g  him s e l e c t  a  c l a i m .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  " l o c a t e r s "  

a d v e r t i s e d  in  t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r s  and c h a r g e d  a f e e  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  

F r e q u e n t l y ,  a f a r m e r  would " r e s e r v e "  a ho m es tead  f o r  a f r i e n d  o r

i 102»r e 1a t i v e .

The c r i t i c a l  r e a d e r  may a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  

s u g g e s t s  an u n r e a l i s t i c  d e g r e e  o f  community s o l i d a r i t y  on t h e  Kansas

101 *.  .  . _ oI b i d . ,  p.  2o .

102 „
I b i d . ,  pp .  3 7 _38; G a te s '  The F a r m e r ' s  A g e , c o n f i r m s  t h i s  p a t t e r n .

, 0 3 G a t e s ,  pp .  7 2 - 7 4 .

10i*Dick, p .  122.
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f r o n t i e r  w hich  e a s e d  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s '  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e r e  

was no l a c k  o f  v i o l e n c e  and l a w l e s s n e s s  h e r e .  Cla im j u m p e r s ,  h o r s e  

t h i e v e s ,  m u r d e r e r s  and t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  in  law and o r d e r  gangs  and 

v i g i l a n t e e s  f l o u r i s h e d .  The " w ar"  bet w een  t h e  " f a r m e r s "  and t h e  

"cowbo ys "  c e l e b r a t e d  in t h e  Broadway m u s i c a l  "Oklahoma" was p r o b a b l y  

more o f  a f a c t  in  Kansas  w he re  t h e  18 7 0 ' s  and 8 0 ' s  saw a r e a l  c o n f l i c t  

be tw e en  t h e s e  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  T h e r e  w e re  o n l y  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h i s  b a t t l e  

in t h e  Oklahoma o f  20 y e a r s  l a t e r . Y e t ,  when we compare  t h e s e  

r e p o r t s  w i t h  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h o s e  who were  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  l and  r u s h e s  

w hich  p o p u l a t e d  Oklahoma t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  become a p p a r e n t .

The s e t t l e r s  coming t o  Kansas  in  t h e  18701s and 8 0 ' s ,  t h e  p e r i o d  

o f  t h e  s t a t e s '  most  r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  g ro w th  ( s e e  T a b l e  7 ) ,  w e re  coming 

in  t o  a  s e t t l e d  communi ty ,  a  communi ty  w hich  had some i n t e r e s t  in 

welcoming them.

P o p u l a t i o n  o f  Kansas 1860-1910

i 860 — 10 7 ,2 0 6

1870 — 3 6 4 ,3 9 9

1880 - - 9 9 6 ,0 9 6

1890 — 1 , 4 2 7 , 0 9 6

1900 — 1 , 4 7 0 ,4 9 5

1910 — 1 , 6 9 0 ,9 4 9

S o u r c e :  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  P o p u l a t i o n , Vol .  I ,  G e n e ra l  R e p o r t  6
A n a l y s i s .

^ ^ D i c k ,  pp .  144-45.
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The s e t t l e r s  w e re  u s u a l l y  g l a d  t o  a i d  s t r a n g e r s  . . . 
f o r  e v e r y  new i n h a b i t a n t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  and b r o u g h t  n e i g h b o r s ,  a n d ,  w i t h  s e t t l e m e n t ,  
c h u r c h e s  and s c h o o l s  w e re  c e r t a i n  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .

The v e r y  r e v e r s e  was t r u e  in  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Oklahoma.

Every  o t h e r  s e t t l e r  was a n o t h e r  c o m p e t i t o r  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  t h e  same

ho m e s tea d .  The l and  r u s h e s  w hich  p o p u l a t e d  Oklahoma have  been

d e s c r i b e d  in  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  e x c i t e m e n t , y e t  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  s e t t l e r s

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  was l i k e l y  t o  be f i l l e d  w i t h  a n x i e t y  and d i s c o m f o r t

and even  f e a r  f o r  o n e ' s  v e r y  l i f e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  no a c c u r a t e

o r  s y s t e m a t i c  d a t a  r e c o u n t i n g  t h e  number o f  p o t e n t i a l  h o m e s t e a d e r s

t o  q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n ,  we do  know t h a t  by t h e  end o f  t h e  day o f  A p r i l  22 ,

1889 when th e  f i r s t  s t r i p  o f  w estern  Oklahoma was opened to  s e t t l e -
1 Qg

ment  by l and  r u s h  e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  hom es tea d  had been t a k e n .

More t h a n  l i k e l y  t h e r e  w e re  n o t  enough q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n s  t o  go a r o u n d .

One newpaperman d e s c r i b e s  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y

in t h e  h o u r s  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  r u s h .

The s t r e e t s  w e re  t h r o n g e d .  T e n t s  w e re  p i t c h e d  in 
e v e r y  open  s p a c e .  T h e r e  was no p l a c e  t o  s l e e p ,  and 
a r o u n d  t h e  e x t e m p o r i z e d  e a t i n g  p l a c e s  i t  became a 
v e r i t a b l e  " s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e . "  The c o n g e s t i o n  
o f  p e o p l e  was g r e a t e s t  a b o u t  t h e  d e p o t ,  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  was t h i s  t h e  c a s e  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morn­
i n g — t h e  n o t a b l e  t w e n t y - s e c o n d — when I l e f t  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  a t e n t  t h a t  a good S a m a r i t a n  had o f f e r e d  
me. I fo und  f i v e  t r a i n s  w e r e  made up on t h e  a d j a c e n t  
t r a c k s ,  and we re  in r e a d i n e s s  t o  s t a r t  s o u th w a rd  
i n t o  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  Hundreds  and h u n d re d s  
o f  p e o p l e  f rom A r k a n s a s  C i t y  and n e i g h b o r i n g  towns

1 0 6 1 b i d . ,  p .  122.

' ^ E d n a  F e r b e r ,  Cimmarron (New York:  D o ub leday ,  Doran 6 Co. I n c . ,  
19 30) ;  H am i l to n  S.  Wicks ,  "Th e Opening o f  Ok lah om a, "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  
Oklahoma 4 ( J u n e  1926) :  22S~k2.

' ^ B u c k ,  pp.  3**5~56.
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and t h o u s a n d s  f rom e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
s u r g e d  in w i l d e s t  c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d e p o t .  Every  
man was armed l i k e  a w a lk i n g  a r s e n a l ,  and many a l s o  
c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w a l k i n g  c o m m i s a r i e s . 109

A n o t h e r  o b s e r v e r  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  same s c e n e  s i m i l a r l y ;

But so  g r e a t  was t h e  crowd t h a t  t h o s e  w e re  l ucky  who 
g o t  a p l a c e  on any o f  t h e  t r a i n s .  The p l a t f o r m s  we re  
o v e r f l o w i n g ,  some c l a m b e re d  up on t o p  o f  t h e  c o a c h e s ,  
and a few even  r o d e  on t h e  c a r  t r a c k s  in  t h e i r  a n x i e t y  
t o  g e t  t h e r e  . . . 1 1 0

T h u s ,  an e n t i r e  r e g i o n  a s  l a r g e  a s  a New England  s t a t e  w as ,  in  e f f e c t ,

s e t t l e d  in  a  d a y . ^  * *

F r e q u e n t l y  i t  would  happen t h a t  s e v e r a l  would  l o c a t e  
on d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  same q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n .  Each 
would  c l a i m  p r i o r i t y ,  and  e a c h  would make im pro vem en ts ,  
and t h u s ,  t h e  way was p r e p a r e d  f o r  much l i t i g a t i o n  and 
bad f e e l i n g s ,  o f t e n  l e a d i n g  t o  f a m i l y  f e u d s  and t w i l i g h t  
s h o o t i n g s . * ( e m p h a s i s  mine)

The e t h o s  w hi ch  u p h e l d  f r e e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a s  a supreme v i r t u e  had f o s t e r e d

t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  by t h e  s y s t e m  o f  lan d r u s h e s .  One h i s t o r i a n  c a l l e d  t h e

p a t t e r n  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  wh ich  e n s u e d  " m o b o c r a c y — e v e r y  man

113
a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  s p e e d . "  As e v e r y w h e r e  e l s e  t h e r e  was s p e c u l a t i o n  

and c o r r u p t i o n ;  s p e c u l a t o r s  who n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  fa rm  t h e i r  c l a i m s  

t o o k  p a r t  in t h e  ru n  w h i l e  go v e r n m en t  m a r s h a l l s  and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and 

" s o o n e r s "  ( t h o s e  who had e n t e r e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  b e f o r e  noon on A p r i l  22) 

r e g i s t e r e d  c l a i m s  i l l e g a l l y .

' ^ W i c k s ,  p .  130.

1 1 0 B , , | P  
Buck,  p .  3**5-

^ ' o a l e  6 W a r d e l l ,  pp .  9 - 1 0 .

H 2 „  ,
Buck,  p .  3^6.

' ^ D a l e  6 W a r d e l l ,  pp .  9 - 1 0 .

1IlfBuck, pp.  3 5 1 -5 2 .
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W i t n e s s e s  o f  t h e  ru n s  a l s o  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e

men and women who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  them.

L ar g e  numbers o f  them had a l r e a d y  f a i l e d  in w e s t e r n  
Kansas  o r  n o r t h w e s t e r n  T ex as  on a c c o u n t  o f  d r o u g h t  
o r  had been w a i t i n g  on t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
u n t i l  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  had bee n  e x h a u s t e d .  ^ 5

Most l i k e l y  i t  was o n l y  t h e  p oor  who would  s u f f e r  t h e  p r i v a t i o n s  t h a t

making t h e  r u s h  r e q u i r e d .  In 1893 when t h e  C hero kee  O u t l e t  ( s e e  F i g u r e

**, #17) was op ened t o  h o m e s t e a d in g  a b o u t  11 5 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e  t o o k  p a r t .

T housands  o f  p e o p l e  crowded t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b o o t h s  ( r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  i t

was h o p ed ,  would  p r e v e n t  i l l e g a l  c l a i m a n t s ) .  The h e a t  and d u s t  c a u s e d

c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u f f e r i n g  when t h e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  r a n  s h o r t .  F i n a l l y ,

t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  Oklahoma f r o n t i e r  we re

ac com pan ied  by d r o u g h t  and low p r i c e s  f o r  c r o p s  in  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s .

W hi le  many e x p e c t a n t  h o m e s e e k e r s  w e re  p r o b a b l y  u n a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e

f a rm  fiomes in  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  new a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e re

118
p r o v i d e d  f o r  some. The c e n s u s  o f  1890 r e v e a l s  t h a t  6 2 , 3 0 0  w h i t e

s e t t l e r s  had p e o p l e d  what  was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "Old  Oklahoma" ( s e e  F i g u r e

3 ,  #16)  in  1889- By 1900 t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  a b o u t  s i x  

119
t i m e s  t o  367,52**, a s  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  l a n d  was o p e n e d .

1 1 5 I b i d . , p .  35**.

, l 6 l b i d . ,  p .  359.

1 ’ 7 , .  . .I b i d .

1)8
E l e v e n t h  Census  ( 1 8 9 0 ) ,  P o p u l a t  i o n , P a r t  I ,  V o l .  I ,  pp .  9~*»6. 

I b i d .
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By 1910 t h e  f a r m s t e a d s ,  w h ich  p r e s u m a b ly  o r i g i n a t e d  a s  a r e s u l t

o f  c l a i m s  by h o m e s t e a d e r s ,  w e re  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  no l o n g e r  in  t h e  hands

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c l a i m a n t s .  A l t h o u g h  we hav e no d a t a  w hich  c o u l d  show

t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w hi ch  fa rm s  had c h a n g ed  hand s  o r  q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n s  had

changed  t h e i r  s h a p e s  in  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom 1890 t o  1910,  o f  t h e  1 1 3 ,5 1 ^

fa rm s  in  t h e  r e g i o n  in  1910,  38% w e re  o p e r a t e d  by t e n a n t s  and k2.2% o f

120t h e  owned fa rm s  r e p o r t e d  m o r t g a g e s .  When we compare  t h e s e  f i g u r e s

w i t h  t h o s e  o f  Kansas  f o r  t h e  same y e a r  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  a r e ,

121
s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  s i m i l a r .  In Kansas  t h e  t e n a n c y  r a t e  in  1910 was 3 6 . 8 %

122
w h i l e  t h e  m o r t g a g e  r a t e  o f  a l l  r e p o r t i n g  f a r m s  was M .3 % .  The

m o r t g a g e  and t e n a n c y  r a t e s  f o r  b o t h  Kansas  and Oklahoma in 1910 a r e

a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l .

Two r e l a t e d  c o n c l u s i o n s  may be drawn f rom t h i s .  F i r s t l y ,  eve n

123
th o u g h  most  o f  t h e  f a rm  lan d  in  Kansas  was p r o b a b l y  p u r c h a s e d ,  w h i l e  

w e s t e r n  Oklahoma p r o v i d e d  f a r m s  t o  s e t t l e r s  a t  no  c o s t ,  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  

seems t o  h av e  had no b e a r i n g  on t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w hi ch  f a r m e r s ,  by 1910,  

had become t e n a n t s  o r  a c q u i r e d  m o r t g a g e s  on t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  B u t ,  

p e r h a p s ,  most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  same e x t e n t  o f  b o t h  m o r t g a g e s  and t e n a n c y  

had been a c h i e v e d  in Oklahoma in l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  t i m e  i t  had t a k e n  in 

Kansas  ( s e e  T a b l e  8 ) .

120
C a l c u l a t e d  f rom T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  A g r i c u l t u r e  R e p o r t s  

by S t a t e ,  Vo l .  7 ,  pp .  372-79*

121
S p i l l m a n  S G o l d e n w e i s e r , p .  329.

122
C a l c u l a t e d  f rom T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  A g r i c u l t u r e , R e p o r t s  

by S t a t e s ,  Vo l .  6 ,  p .  578.

123
Mi 1 l e r  and Farmer .



( T a b le  8) R a t e s  o f  T e n a n t r y
W e s te rn

Kansas Oklahoma

1880 16.3$ +

1890 2 8 . 2 1 .7$

1900 3 5 .2 $ +

1910 3 6 . 8 $ 38$'

+ F i g u r e s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e
£  W. J .  Sp i lm an  6 E. A. G o l d e n w e i s e r , "Farm T e n a n t r y  in t h e  U . S . , "  

U.S.  D ep t ,  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  Y e a r b o o k , 1916 W a s h in g t o n ,  D .C . :  
Government  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1916,  p .  329.

^  I b i d .
£  C a l c u l a t e d  f rom  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  Supp le m en t  f o r  Oklahoma,  

S t a t i s t i c s  on A g r i c u l t u r e ,  pp .  6 4 2 -4 9 .

When we e x t e n d  t h i s  c o m p a r i so n  o f  Kansas  and w e s t e r n  Oklahoma t o  o t h e r  

w e s t e r n  and m i d w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  we f i n d  t h a t  no  s t a t e  c a n  d u p l i c a t e  such

a r a p i d  g ro w th  o f  t e n a n t r y  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  20 y e a r s ,  a r a t e  w h ich  in

w e s t e r n Oklahoma went f rom a l m o s t  0$ in  1890 t o  38$ in  1910. I f  we

lo o k  a t T a b l e  9 t h i s becomes a p p a r e n t .

( T a b le  9) R a t e s  o f  T e n a n t r y

1880 1890 1900 1910

Kansas 16.3$ 2 8 . 2 $ 3 5 . 2 $ 3 6 . 8 $
N e b ra s k a 18 .0$ 2 k . n 3 6 . 9 $ 3 8 . 1 $
N. Dakota — 6 . 9 $ 8 . 5 $ 1 4 .3 $
S.  Dakota — 13.2$ 2 1 .8 $ 2 4 . 8 $
Iowa 2 3 . 8 $ 2 8 . 1$ 3 4 . 9 $ 3 7 . 8 $
M in n e s o ta 9 . 1 $ 1 2 .9$ 17 .3$ 2 1 .0 $
W i s c o n s i n 9 . 1 $ 1 1 .4$ 13.5$ 13.9$
M ich ig an 1 0 .0$ 1 4 .0$ 15 .8$ 15.8$
Oklahoma — . 7 $ — 3 8 . 0 $

S o u r c e :  W. J .  S p i l l m a n  S E. A. G o l d e n w e i s e r ,  "Fa rm T e n a n t r y  in  t h e  U . S . ,
U.S.  D ept ,  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  Y e a r b o o k , 1916 W a s h in g t o n ,  D .C . :  
Government  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1916, p .  329.

£  T h i r t e e n t h  C en su s ,  Su p p le m en t  f o r  Oklahoma,  S t a t i s t i c s  on A g r i c u l t u r e ,
pp .  6 4 2 -4 9 .

(N o te :  The U.S.  Census  R e p o r t s  h ave  no f i g u r e s  on fa rm  t e n a n t r y  b e f o r e
t h e  T e n t h  Census  (1 8 8 0 ) .
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The e x p l a n a t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  by t h i s  d a t a  i s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n s e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

i n t r o d u c e d  when so  many d e s p e r a t e l y  poo r  f a r m e r s  t r i e d  t o  t i l l  t h e  

lan d  a t  a  p r o f i t  on t h i s  " l a s t  f r o n t i e r "  l ed  t o  a r a p i d  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  econ om ic  c o n d i t i o n .

E a s t e r n  and W e s te rn  Oklahoma:  A Compar ison

C l e a r l y  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h r o u g h  w hi ch  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  

t o o k  p l a c e  we re  d i f f e r e n t  in  t h e  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  Oklahoma.  

In t h e  e a s t  ( I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y )  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  f rom I n d i a n  t o  w h i t e  la nd  

t e n u r e  t r a n s f o r m e d  a d i v e r s i f i e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n t o  one  in w hich  t e n a n t s  

w e re  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o d u c e  a s i n g l e  c a s h  c r o p — c o t t o n .  In t h e  w e s t  

(Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y )  w he re  f a r m e r s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  f r e e  

l a n d ,  t h e  g r o w th  o f  m o r t g a g e s  and t e n a n t r y  p r o c e e d e d  a t  an  a s t o u n d i n g  

r a t e .  Y e t ,  even g i v e n  t h e  l a r g e l y  d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  two r e g i o n s  wh at  a p p e a r s  t o  have o c c u r r e d  in b o t h  was 

a s i t u a t i o n  in  w h ich  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  we re  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  

i m p o v e r i s h e d  and v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  l a n d .  The s p e c i f i c s  

o f  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  and t h e  ways in  w h ich  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  f o r  

t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  w i l l  be  e x p l o r e d  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r .
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C h a p t e r  IV

THE RELATIONSHIP OF AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURE 

IN OKLAHOMA TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

SOCIALIST STRENGTH

In t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r  we a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  Oklahoma in  o r d e r  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

r o o t s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s e s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  two s e p a r a t e  

r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  o r  economic  

d e v e lo p m e n t  ( t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m a r k e t  fo r m s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e )  was 

u l t i m a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a p r o c e s s  o f  im p o v e r i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  in  b o t h  r e g i o n s .  At t h i s  p o i n t  we w i l l  t r y  t o  demon­

s t r a t e ,  in  more d e t a i l ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  in  Oklahoma and t h e  g ro w th  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  in  t h i s  s t a t e .

T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  be d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  fo rms  o f  m a r k e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  

w h ich  d e v e l o p e d  in  Oklahoma a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s  g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y — from 1910 t o  191^.

2 .  An e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e s e  fo rms  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y .  We w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  v a r i a b l e s  (on a s t a t e w i d e  b a s i s  a s  w e l l  a s  

r e g i o n a l l y )  w hi ch  we re  r e l a t e d  t o  S o c i a l i s t  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t .  We w i l l  

a l s o  t r y  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d i v e r g e n c e  between  t h e  e a s t e r n
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and w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  has  any b e a r i n g  on t h e  f a c t o r s  w h ich  a r e  

most  s a l i e n t  in  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .

3 .  We w i l l  t r y  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i c a t o r s  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  in e a s t  and w e s t  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e ,  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  

s i m i l a r  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s .  Hence,  we w i l l  t e s t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  M o o r e ' s  

h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h a t  l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  forms  o f  m a rk e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  w e re  

n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  in Oklahoma f o r  t h e  em er gence  o f  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m .  

(A d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

Moore ,  must  accompany a l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  form o f  m a r k e t  a g r i c u l t u r e  in 

o r d e r  t o  p r e c i p i t a t e  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  w i l l  be p o s t p o n e d  t o  l a t e r  

c h a p t e r s . )

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma began i t s  g ro w th  in  t h e  s t a t e

a s  e a r l y  a s  1900.^ D ur i ng  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y

t h e  P a r t y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  i t s  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a r  
2

v o t e .  T h i s  g ro w th  c u l m i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p ea k  y e a r s  o f  1912 and 191**.

In t h e  1912 P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  Eugene Debs ,  r u n n i n g  on t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

t i c k e t  g a r n e r e d  16.7% o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  v o t e  in  t h e  s t a t e .  In t h e  191** 

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  and U.S.  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s  in  t h e  s t a t e  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklahoma g a r n e r e d  21.9% and 22.7% o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  

v o t e  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A f t e r  t h a t  p o i n t  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  s t r e n g t h  d e c l i n e d .

^Howard L. M e r e d i t h ,  "Th e S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklah om a, "  (Ph.D.  
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  D e p a r tm en t  o f  H i s t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma,  19**9)» P- 26.

2 1 b i d . ,  pp .  2 8 , **5, 6 7 ,  7 8 -8 1 .
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By t h e  end o f  World War I t h e  P a r t y  had been d e s t r o y e d  a s  a
3

s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  in  t h e  s t a t e .

In o r d e r  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  p a t t e r n s o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  in  Oklahoma 

and u l t i m a t e l y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why c e r t a i n  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ,  a s  opp o sed  t o  

o t h e r s ,  w e re  most  l i k e l y  t o  v o t e  S o c i a l i s t  I w i l l  f o c u s  on t h e  e l e c t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1910,  1912 and 191**. As we w i l l  s e e  l a t e r  o n ,  t h e  r e g i o n s  

whi ch  g av e  t h e  most  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  P a r t y  ch anged  from 

1910 t o  191**- T h i s  c h a n g e ,  however ,  i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

Oklahoma d i d  n o t  a c h i e v e  s t a t e h o o d  u n t i l  1907.  U n t i l  t h a t  y e a r  t h e r e  

w e re  no s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n s ,  b u t  o n l y  T e r r i t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n s  in Oklahoma 

T e r r i t o r y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a s  we w i l l  remember ,  u n t i l  t h e  t r i b a l  hegemony 

o f  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  was a b o l i s h e d  in  1906,  o n l y  t r i b a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  h e l d  

e l e c t i o n s ;  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  was most  l i k e l y  n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e s e ,  

b u t  a t  any  r a t e ,  no  r e c o r d s  r em a in  o f  them.  T hus ,  no s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n s  

t o o k  p l a c e  in  Oklahoma u n t i l  1907.  I t  was o n l y  in 1910 t h a t  S o c i a l i s t  

r e t u r n s  p ro d u c ed  a  l a r g e  enough p e r c e n t a g e  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s  t o
it

r e v e a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a t t e r n s .  Thus  I w i l l  f o c u s  on t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

t h r e e  p ea k  y e a r s  o f  S o c i a l i s t  s u c c e s s .

The 1910,  1912 and 191** e l e c t i o n s  in  Oklahoma g ave  t h e  

D e m o c r a t i c ,  R e p u b l i c a n  and S o c i a l i s t  p a r t i e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r c e n t a g e s  

o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  v o t e .  (See  T a b l e  1 . )

3
The d e v e lo p m e n t  and d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in t h e  U.S.  

a s  w e l l  a s  in  Oklahoma w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  in  a  l a t e r  c h a p t e r .
i,

W. P h i l l i p s  S h i v e l y ,  The C r a f t  o f  P o l i t i c a l  R e s e a r c h  (Englewood 
C l i f f s :  P r e n t i c e - H a l  1, 197**).
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( T a b le  1) E l e c t i o n  R e t u r n s  in  Oklahoma^

1914

Dem

C o n g re s s  45.5% 
G ove rn or  40.2%

Rep

C o n g re s s  29*8% 
Go vernor  36.1%

Soc

C o n g re s s  22.7% 
G ove rn or  21.9%

S o u r c e :  I n t e r  U n i v e r s i t y  C o n s o r t i u m  f o r  P o l i t i c a l  R e s e a r c h .

Given o u r  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  was a fo rm  o f  

a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  we would  e x p e c t  t h a t  most  o f  t h e  v o t e  came f rom t h e  

c o u n t r y s i d e ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  o p p o s ed  t o  t h e  towns .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  1910 C en su s^  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  in t h a t  y e a r  

was 1 , 6 5 7 , 1 5 5 ;  86% o f  t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r u r a l ,  t h e  

r e m a i n d e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e i n g  u r b a n  ( l i v i n g  in towns o f  2500 o r  m o r e ) .

The c o r r e l a t i o n  bet w een  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n  p e r  c o u n t y  and

t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  1910, 1912,  and 191** shows t h a t  t h i s

i s ,  in  f a c t ,  t h e  c a s e .  Only  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  seems t o  be n e g a t i v e l y

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n  p e r  c o u n t y ,  s u g g e s t i n g

t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e r s  w e re  l i k e l y  t o  be f rom t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  (See  T a b l e  2 . )

' ’R e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n s  w e re  n o t  i n c l u d e d  in  t h i s  
s t u d y .  A d e c i s i o n  was made t o  u s e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s  
b e c a u s e  c a n d i d a t e s  r u n n i n g  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  p r o v i d e  a b e t t e r  i n d i c a t o r  o f  
g r a s s  r o o t s  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s  t h a n  s e n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e s .  (See  V. 0 .  Key,
S o u t h e r n  P o l i t i c s . )  The v o t i n g  r e s u l t s  f o r  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  we re  
c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  a s t a t e  o f f i c e .

^ T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  V o l .  I ,  P o p u l a t i o n , R e p o r t  by S t a t e s ,
V o l .  3 ,  p p .  4 3 4 -3 6 .

1910 1912

Dem Dem

C o n g re s s  51.2% P r e s  47.0%
Go vernor  49.3%

Rep Rep

C o n g r e s s  38.3% P r e s  34.5%
G o v e rn o r  38.9%

Soc Soc

C o n g r e s s  10.5% P r e s  16.7%
Gove rn or  10.6%
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C o r r e l a t i o n  M a t r i x  

( T a b le  2) P e r c e n t  Urban P o p u l a t i o n

P e r c e n t  Vote  1910 Gov 1910 Cong 1912 P r e s  1914 Gov 1 9 ^  Cong

Democrat + .2 8 8 1 + . 3 6 8 7 +. 2901 + . 0 3 5 0 +.-3004

R ep u b l i  can + . 0 1 5 6 - . 0 7 1 7 + . 0 6 6 7 + .3141 + . 1 5 2 0

S o c i a l i s t - . 3 3 6 1 - . 3 3 6 3 - . 3 5 5 1 - . 3 5 7 4 - • 3 5 6 2

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  v o t e  i s  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  p e r c e n t  

o f  u r b a n  o r  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  p e r  c o u n t y .  However ,  t h e  D e m o c ra t i c  v o t e  

seems t o  be somewhat  p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  u r b a n  

r a t h e r  t h a n  r u r a l  l i f e .  A n o t h e r  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in

Oklahoma has  come t o  t h e  same c o n c l u s i o n . ^

T ypes  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  in  Oklahoma

B e f o r e  we look  a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  v o t i n g  d a t a  i t  i s

n e c e s s a r y  t o  have  some p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  mai n  t h r u s t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l

p r a c t i c e  in  Oklahoma d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y .  In 1910, 65% o f  a l l
g

t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  in  t h e  s t a t e  was in f a r m s .  The c h i e f  c r o p s  

grown in  t h e  s t a t e  in  t e r m s  o f  a c r e a g e  p l a n t e d  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  c a s h  v a l u e  

( f a c t o r s  w hi ch  seem t o  be d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r )  w e re  c o r n ,  

c o t t o n ,  w heat  and hay an d  f o r a g e .  We ca n  s e e  f rom T a b l e  3 t h a t  d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r s  1899 t o  1909 c o r n  and c o t t o n  w e re  t h e  c r o p s  w hich  most  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  a c r e a g e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  136% and 

190% r e s p e c t i v e l y  and h a v i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  a c r e a g e  in  c u l t i v a t i o n .

^James R. G reen ,  " S o c i a l  ism and t h e  S o u t h w e s t e r n  C l a s s  S t r u g g l e :
A S tu d y  o f  R a d i c a l  Movements in  Oklahoma,  T e x a s ,  L o u i s i a n a  and A r k a n s a s , "  
(Ph.D.  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H i s t o r y ,  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp .  
2 3 6 - 4 8 .

g
Ranches  a r e  c o u n t e d  a s  f a rm  u n i t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  U .S .  Census

f o r  1910.
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( T a b le  3) A c re s  o f  Crops  H a r v e s t e d

Corn Wheat O a ts Hay 6 F o rag e P o t a t o e s C o t t o n

1899 2 , 5 0 1 , 9 4 5 1 , 5 2 7 ,0 7 3 3 1 7 ,0 7 6 1 , 0 9 5 ,7 0 6 15 ,360 6 8 2 ,7 4 3

1909 5 * 9 1A,069 1 , 1 6 9 ,4 2 0 6 0 9 ,3 7 3 1 , 3 ^ 7 ,5 9 8 3 2 , 2 9 5 1 , 9 7 6 ,9 3 5

% i n c r e a s e 136% -23%

( s e e

92% 

T a b l e  4)

22% 110% 190%

I f  we lo o k  a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f o u r  most  i m p o r t a n t  c r o p s ,  c o r n ,

c o t t o n ,  w he at  and hay and f o r a g e ,  we can s e e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  d i s t r i b u t e d  

e v e n l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in s p e c i f i c  r e g i o n s  

( s e e  F i g u r e s  1,  2 ,  3 ,  and 4 ) .  C o t t o n ,  a s  we can s e e  f rom F i g u r e  1, in  1909

was c o n c e n t r a t e d  in t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i e r  o f c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e . Wheat

( F i g u r e  3) was c o n c e n t r a t e d  in  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  c o u n t i e s  ( p r i m a r i l y  T e x a s ,

B e a v e r ,  H a rp e r , Woods, A l f a l f a ,  G r a n t ,  Kay, E l l i s ,  M a j o r ,  G a r f i e l d ,

B l a i n e ,  Noble and K i n g f i s h e r ) . 9

( T a b le  4) A g r i c u l t u r a l P r o d u c t s  in  Oklahoma— 1910

Farms A c re s
R e p o r t i n g H a r v e s t e d Amt/Un i t V a lu e

C e r e a l s ,  t o t a l 8 , 2 4 8 , 6 5 3 1 2 9 , 8 1 6 ,4 8 3  B u s h e l s $ 7 1 , 7 9 8 , 6 6 2
Corn 148,590 5 , 9 1 4 , 0 6 9 9 4 , 2 8 3 , 4 0 7  " 4 8 , 0 8 0 , 5 5 4
O a ts 3 3 ,0 0 2 6 0 9 ,3 7 3 1 6 , 6 0 6 ,1 5 4  " 7 , 1 7 2 , 2 6 7

Wheat 2 3 ,0 0 3 1 , 1 6 9 , 4 2 0 1 4 , 0 0 8 ,3 3 4  " 1 3 , 8 5 4 ,3 2 2
Emmer & S p e l t 509 8 , 6 5 9 9 4 , 5 8 0  " 5 4 , 6 9 0
B a r l e y 834 10,283 127,641 " 7 5 , 0 5 9
Buckwheat 12 43 375 " 370
Rye 396 4 ,291 3 7 , 2 4 0  " 3 0 , 3 6 4
K a f i r  Corn 6

M i lo  Maize 2 9 , 6 6 0 5 3 2 ,5 1 5 4 , 6 5 8 , 7 5 2  " 2 , 5 3 1 , 0 3 6
Hay 6 F o r a g e 6 4 , 4 8 7 1 , 3 4 7 , 5 9 8 1 , 4 1 7 ,5 3 3  t o n s 9 , 6 3 8 , 6 4 8
C o t t o n 8 8 , 1 4 0 1 , 9 7 6 , 9 3 5 5 5 5 ,7 4 2  b a l e s 3 5 , 3 9 9 , 3 5 6
C o t t o n  see d 277,871 t o n s 5 , 7 7 8 , 0 5 2
Broom Corn 10,151 2 1 6 ,3 5 0 4 2 , 7 4 1 , 7 2 5  l b s . 2 , 5 5 9 , 2 3 5
S o u r c e :  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  (1910) Supp le m en t  f o r  Oklahoma,  S t a t i s t i c s  on 
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  p.  631-_____________________________________________________________ _

g
Only two c o u n t i e s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  W a s h i t a  in t h e  s o u t h w e s t  

and De laware  in t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  had more t h a n  10% o f  t h e i r  improved a c r e a g e  
in  w heat  in  1909.
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% of Acres
DELAWAR!In Wheat ROGERSELLIS WOODWARD GARFIELD NOBLE

MAYES
[PAWNEEMAJORSource: Thirteenth 

Census (1910) | TULSACIMARRON
AYNE ADEWEY BLAINE KINGFISCHEI

' f \ S
ROGER MILLS

CHEROKEECREEKLOGAN WAGONER
LINCOLN

ADAIRMUSKOGEECUSTER OKMULGEE

X J

Percent of 
Improved 
Acres Planted 
to Wheat. Per 
County, 1909

SEQUOYAHOKLAHOMACANADIAN
OKFUSKEE

WASHITA POTTA­
WATOMIETEXAS MCINTOSH1EVELANDBECKHAM LADDO HASKELLSEMI­

NOLE
GRADY

PITTSBURGHHUGHESGREER > KIOWA LEFLOREK r —^
PONTOTOC

McCLAIR
GARVIN

LATIMERB ■= 5-9%
COMMANCHEHAR­

MONC * 10% and 
over

J  PUSHMATANACOALSTEPHENSJACKSONBEAVER
TILLMAI

MURRAY
ATOKA

CARTER JOHNSTONCOTTON
MCCURTAINJEFFERSON

CHOCTAW 'MAR­
SHALL BRYAN

LOVE



Chapter IV
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W h i l e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  hay and f o r a g e  ( F i g u r e  h)  was g e n e r a l l y  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  in  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  q u a d r a n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  c o r n  was grown 

t h r o u g h o u t  Oklahoma.  C o rn ,  u n l i k e  b o t h  w heat  and c o t t o n ,  was n o t  grown 

a s  a  c a s h  c r o p  b u t  u s u a l l y  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  e i t h e r  c o t t o n  o r  w h e a t .  L ike  

hay and f o r a g e  i t  was u s u a l l y  grown t o  f e e d  l i v e s t o c k  (hogs  o r  c a t t l e )  

o r  work a n i m a l s  w h ich  w e re  u s e d  on t h e  f a r m . ^  V ance '^  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  

o n l y  \7% o f  t h e  c o r n  grown in  t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t  e v e r  r e a c h e d  t h e  m a r k e t  

in  t h i s  e r a .

T ypes  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  & S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y

I f  we now lo o k  a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  by 

c o u n t y  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  u n d e r  s t u d y  ( s e e  F i g u r e s  5~S)  i t  becomes 

a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h i s  v o t e  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in 

t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i e r  o f  c o u n t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  s o u t h e a s t  and s o u t h w e s t  

c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The 1910 e l e c t i o n s  ( F i g u r e s  5 £ 6) do n o t  show 

a s  c o n s i s t e n t  a S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in a g r o u p  o f  c o n t i g u o u s  c o u n t i e s  a s  do t h e  

1912 ( F i g u r e  7) and 191^ ( F i g u r e s  8 £ 9) e l e c t i o n s .  The 1912 and 191** 

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  ( s e e  T a b l e  1) was d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  v e r y  d i s t i n c t  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e g i o n s .

I f  we a r b i t r a r i l y  d e l i n e a t e  c o u n t i e s  w i t h  tw en ty  p e r c e n t  o r  

more S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  a s  " h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  c o u n t i e s , "  i t  becomes c l e a r

^ T h e o d o r e  S a l o u t o s  and John  D. H i c k s ,  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  P o p u l i s m : 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  D i s c o n t e n t  in  t h e  M id d le  West  1900"1909 ( L i n c o l n :  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  N e b ra sk a  P r e s s ,  1 9 51) ,  pp .  8 - 9 .

^ R u p e r t  Vance,  Human F a c t o r s  in  C o t t o n  C u l t u r e :  A S tu d y  o f  
t h e  S o c i a l  Geography  o f  t h e  American S o u th  (Chapel  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 29) ,  pp .  110.
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t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  was s t r o n g e s t  in  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  O k lah o m a ' s  

s o u t h e r n  c o u n t i e s  in  1912 and 1914 ( s e e  F i g u r e s  7» 8 and 9 ) .  I f  we 

can compare  t h e s e  r e t u r n s  w i t h  c r o p  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  in  t h e  s t a t e  we can 

s e e  t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  was h e a v i e s t  in  t h e  c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  a r e a s  

o f  t h e  s t a t e  ( s e e  F i g u r e  1 ) .

I f  we look more c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

in 1912 and 1914 ( F i g u r e s  7 .  8 ,  and 9) and compare  them t o  F i g u r e  1 

( t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a c r e a g e  in  c o t t o n  in 1910) we can s e e  t h a t  in  t h e  

n o r t h w e s t  ( s p e c i f i c a l l y  Roger M i l l s ,  E l l i s ,  H a r p e r ,  B l a i n e ,  Dewey 

and  M aj or  c o u n t i e s )  where  v i r t u a l l y  no c o t t o n  i s  grown,  t h e r e  i s  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  a h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  1912 and e s p e c i a l l y  in  1914.  

C o u n t i e s  s u ch  a s  T e x a s ,  B e a v e r ,  A l f a l f a ,  Woods and Woodward a r e  n o t  

c o t t o n  g ro w in g  c o u n t i e s  e i t h e r .  S i n c e  in  t h e s e  c o u n t i e s  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

v o t e  in  1912 d o e s  n o t  q u i t e  r e a c h  20% t h e y  c a n n o t  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h i g h  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  c o u n t i e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  i s  

f a i r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  in  t h i s  r e g i o n  and can  h a r d l y  be i g n o r e d .  Wheat 

i s  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t  h e r e  ( s e e  F i g u r e  3 ) .

In t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  f rom Osage c o u n t y  

e a s t w a r d  and A d a i r  c o u n t y  n o r t h w a r d ,  t h e r e  i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  ( g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r  10$ w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  

o f  o c c a s i o n a l  c o u n t i e s  w he re  t h e  v o t e  in 1912 and 1914 c l i m b s  somewhat 

a b o v e  t h a t  f i g u r e ) .  T h i s  r e g i o n  w as ,  in  1910,  p r i m a r i l y  d e v o t e d  t o  

f e e d  c r o p s ,  m o s t l y  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c o r n ,  b u t  a l s o  hay and f o r a g e  

( s e e  F i g u r e s  2 and 4 ) .  As we ca n  s e e  f rom  F i g u r e s  1 and 3 v i r t u a l l y  

no c o t t o n  o r  w h ea t  was grown in t h i s  r e g i o n .
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From t h e  ab ove i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  in Oklahoma in 1910 t h e r e  we re  

two s e p a r a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s ,  a c o t t o n  r e g i o n  in  t h e  s o u t h  and 

a w heat  b e l t  in  t h e  n o r t h w e s t .  Both o f  t h e s e  r e g i o n s  made s i g n i f i c a n t  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  f rom  1910-1911*. In t h e  n o r t h e a s t  

n e i t h e r  w h ea t  n o r  c o t t o n  a r e  p r o d u c e d .  H e re ,  w he re  t h e r e  i s  an  a b s e n c e  

o f  c a s h  c r o p s  p r o d u c e d  f o r  s a l e  on n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commodi ty 

m a r k e t s , we s e e  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .

T h i s  a c c o r d s  w i t h  o u r  h y p o t h e s e s  f o r m u l a t e d  e a r l i e r  a b o u t  t h e  s a l i e n c e  o f  

m a rk e t  fo rm s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m .

Feed c r o p s ,  a s  o p posed  t o  w heat  and c o t t o n ,  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  p ro d u c ed

12 13 f o r  l o c a l  u s e ;  t h e y  a r e  n o t  p ro d u c e d  f o r  m a j o r  commodity m a r k e t s .

I f  we exam ine  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e  in  Oklahoma more 

c a r e f u l l y  we f i n d  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  h i g h  c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  a r e a  in  t h e  

s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  and s o u t h w e s t  

r e p r e s e n t  two d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  c o t t o n  c u l t i v a t i o n .  The 

f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  two s e p a r a t e  r e g i o n s ,  wh ich  we w i l l  ex amine 

p r e s e n t l y ,  i s  l a r g e l y  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  s e p a r a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e l o p ­

ment o f  e a s t  and w e s t  Oklahoma.  We w i l l  remember t h a t  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma

12 J .  0.  E l l s w o r t h ,  " T ypes  o f  Fa rming in O klaho ma, "  Oklahoma 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  and M ec h an ica l  C o l l e g e ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r im e n t  S t a t i o n  
B u l l e t i n  181 ( J u n e  1 9 29) .

13 L i p s e t  w r i t e s  in A g r a r i a n  S o c i a l i s m ,
E c o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  o f  a g r a r i a n  v o t i n g  b e h a v i o r  
in  t h e  U.S.  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  
f a c t o r  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  s u p p o r t i n g  
p r o t e s t  movements f rom  t h o s e  o p p o s i n g  them has  
been t h e  t y p e  o f  c r o p :  t h e r e  has  o f t e n  been a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  bet w een  t h e  v o t e  in w heat  
a r e a s  and in c o r n  and mixed f a r m in g  r e g i o n s .  (213)
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was s e t t l e d  by h o m e s t e a d e r s ,  e a c h  f a r m e r  c l a i m i n g  a 160 a c r e  h o m e s t e a d .

The e a s t ,  how ever ,  was a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  on an  i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  

and r a p i d l y  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  s m a l l  p l o t s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  s a l e  o r  l e a s i n g  

t o  r e a l  e s t a t e  s p e c u l a t o r s  who t h e n  s u b l e t  t o  t e n a n t s .

T h i s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  f a rm s  on

b o th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  When we com pare  t h e  c o u n t i e s  in  1910 w hi ch

we re  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma w i t h  t h o s e  w hich  we re

o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  we d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e

fa rm  in  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o u n t i e s  was 113 a c r e s  w h i l e  t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  fa rm

in t h e  c o u n t i e s  g e n e r a t e d  f rom W e s te rn  Oklahoma was 195 a c r e s .  I f  we

t h e n  com pare  o n l y  t h e  c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  e a s t  and w e s t  we f i n d

t h a t  t h e  f a rm s  in  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o t t o n  c o u n t i e s  a r e  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  w e s t ,  h a v i n g  an  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  98 a c r e s  in
]/i 15

t h e  e a s t  and 153 a c r e s  in  t h e  w e s t .  * We can  s e e  f rom T a b l e  5 

t h a t  f a r m s  in  t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t  a r e  s m a l l e r  t h a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i t s  in  

n o n - c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n s .  Farms in  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o t t o n  

p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n  a r e  a l s o  s m a l l e r  t h a n  u n i t s  in  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o t t o n  

r e g i o n .

]ii
The c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  a l l  c o u n t i e s  w i t h  

15$ o r  more o f  t h e i r  improved a c r e a g e  in  c o t t o n .

^ T h e  w e s t e r n  c o t t o n  r e g i o n  i n c l u d e s  Beckman (19.8% improved a c r e a g e  
in  c o t t o n ) ,  G r e e r  ( 3 9 . 7 $ ) ,  Harmon (4 0 .9 % ) ,  J a c k s o n  ( 3 1 . 9 $ ) ,  T i l l m a n  
( 2 1 . 3 $ ) ,  Comanche ( 1 8 . 9 $ ) ,  Kiowa ( 2 4 . 0 $ ) ,  W a s h i t a  ( 1 6 . 5 $ ) ,  C l e v e l a n d  
(1 9 .8% ),  P o t t a w a t o m i e  ( 2 8 . 9 $ ) ,  L i n c o l n  ( 3 0 . 9 $ ) ,  Payne ( 1 8 . 7 $ ) ,  Logan 
(1 6 .1% ).  The e a s t e r n  c o t t o n  r e g i o n  i n c l u d e s  S t e p h e n s  ( 2 0 . 5 $ ) ,  J e f f e r s o n  
( 2 4 .2% ),  G a r v i n  (2 1 .4 % ) ,  C a r t e r  ( 2 8 . 7 $ ) ,  Murray ( 1 9 . 9 $ ) ,  Love ( 2 8 . 5 $ ) ,
P o n t o t o c  ( 2 0 . 5 $ ) ,  Bryan ( 1 9 - 6 $ ) ,  M a r s h a l l  (1 5 .2 % ) ,  Choctaw ( 1 9 . 9 $ ) ,
Atoka  ( 1 7 . 9 $ )  Coal ( 1 5 .8 % ) ,  Hughes ( 2 8 .5 % ) ,  S em in o le  ( 3 2 . 9 $ ) ,  O k fu sk e e  ( 3 1 . 9 $ ) ,  
C reek  (2 1 .0 % ) ,  M c I n to s h  ( 2 7 . 5 $ ) ,  H a s k e l l  (2 7 .8 % ) ,  L a t i m e r  ( 1 6 .8 % ) ,  L e F l o r e  
( 30 .2% ) ,  P i t t s b u r g  ( 1 7 . 3 $ ) ,  C h e ro k e e  (1 8 .7 % ) ,  Sequo ya l  ( 3 4 . 5 $ ) .
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( T a b le  5) A ve ra ge  S i z e  o f  Farms

E a s t e r n  Oklahoma W e s te rn  Oklahoma

So u th  c o t t o n  98 a c r e s  153 a c r e s
c o u n t i e s

Al l  C o u n t i e s  113 a c r e s  195 a c r e s

S o u r c e :  C a l c u l a t e d  f rom  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  (1910) Supp le m en t  f o r  
Oklahoma,  S t a t i s t i c s  on A g r i c l u t u r e ,  pp.  6 3 4 -4 1 .

The d i f f e r e n c e  bet w een  t h e  two c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  

s o u t h e r n  Oklahoma can  be f u r t h e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h r e e  f a c t o r s :  a )  t h e  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e n a n t r y  in  ea c h  a r e a ,  b) t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  t e n a n t  fa rm  

a s  compared t o  owned f a r m  in e a c h  a r e a ,  and c )  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  

fa rm  p r o p e r t y  in e a c h  r e g i o n .

a)  The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e n a n t r y — I f  we s c r u t i n i z e  F i g u r e  10,

t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e n a n t r y  in  e a c h  c o u n t y ,  i t  becomes a p p a r e n t  t h a t

t e n a n t r y  r a t e s  a r e  h i g h e r  in t h e  e a s t e r n  h i g h - c o t t o n  c o u n t i e s  t h a n  in 

t h e  w e s t e r n  o n e s ,  r e a c h i n g  a s  h i g h  a s  70-80% (an a v e r a g e  o f  77%) in

t h e  s o u t h e a s t  b u t  o n l y  40-50% (an a v e r a g e  o f  48%) in t h e  s o u t h w e s t .

T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e n a n t r y ,  a s  w i l l  be s e e n ,  

r e p r e s e n t s  n o t  o n l y  a q u a n t i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  bet w een  t h e  two forms 

o f  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  a q u a l i t a t i v e  o n e .

b) The a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  owned and t e n a n t  f a r m s — I f  we compare  

t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  t e n a n t  f a rm  w i t h  a v e r a g e  s i z e  owned f a r m  f i r s t  in 

t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o t t o n  b e l t  and t h e n  in  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o t t o n  b e l t  

o f  Oklahoma we d i s c o v e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s .
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( T a b le  6) Av e rag e  S i z e  o f  Owned and T e n a n t  
Farms in  C o t to n  R eg io n s

Owned T en a n t

E a s t 1 5 6 .3  a c r e s  7 9 . 6  a c r e s

West 1 69 .7  a c r e s  143-3 a c r e s

S o u r c e :  C a l c u l a t e d  f rom  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  Supp lemen t  f o r
Oklahoma,  S t a t i s t i c s  on A g r i c u l t u r e , pp .  63**” *M.

We can  s e e  f rom T a b l e  6 t h a t  in  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o t t o n  b e l t  t h e  t e n a n t  

f a rm s  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  owned 

f a r m s .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e r e  t h e  t y p e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy c h a n g e s  

w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  t e n u r e .  I f  we e xam ine  t h e  kO c o u n t i e s  in t h e  

p a r t  o f  Oklahoma w h ic h  was I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween 

t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  improved a c r e a g e  in  c o t t o n  and t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t e n a n t  

fa rm s  i s  + . 6 9 5 8  ( s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .01 l e v e l ) .  Thus i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  

w i t h i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  r e g i o n  o f  s m a l l  t e n a n t  f a rm s  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  p e r c e n t  

o f  t e n a n t r y  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  a c r e a g e  d e v o t e d  t o  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e .  The smal l  

c o t t o n  u n i t  worked by t e n a n t s  in  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma r e s e m b le d  t o  a 

l a r g e  e x t e n t  t h e  c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m  w hi ch  d e v e lo p e d  in  t h e  Sou th  

a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  W a r . ^  S o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma,  w i t h  i t s  s o u t h e r n  

h i s t o r i c a l  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  has  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been known a s  " L i t t l e  D i x i e .

One a u t h o r  w r i t e s ,

' S ’he ways in  w h ich  t h i s  s y s t e m  was d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  
S o u th  and t h e  s a l i e n c e  o f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  t h e  em ergence  o f  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  w i l l  be e x p l o r e d  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c h a p t e r .

^ O l i v e r  Benson ,  Oklahoma V o t e s ,  1907*1962 (Norman: Oklahoma 
U n i v e r s i t y  Bureau  o f  Government  R e s e a r c h ,  196*0.
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In t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  fa rm  
p r a c t i c e s  w i t h  c o t t o n  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
e a s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  r i v e r ,  i . e .  one  man 
w i t h  one  mule  u n i t s  in  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  and 
o n e  man w i t h  two m u les  in  t h e  b e t t e r  a r e a . ®

T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  o f  owners  in  t h i s  r e g i o n  ( a s  we

have s e e n  l e s s  t h a n  o n e - f o u r t h  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  f a r m s ,  o r  23%) p ro d u c ed

no c o t t o n  a t  a l l ;  most  f a r m e r s  who r a i s e d  c r o p s  r a i s e d  a t  l e a s t  some

c o t t o n .  However ,  much o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  w hich  was n o t  p l a n t e d  t o  c r o p s

19was g i v e n  o v e r  t o  c a t t l e  r a n c h i n g .  A l a r g e  number o f  owned f a rm s  we re  

l i k e l y  t o  be c a t t l e  r a n c h e s .

As we can s e e  f rom T a b l e  6 t h e  same s i z e  r a t i o  o f  owned t o  

t e n a n t  f a r m s  d o e s  n o t  h o l d  in  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o t t o n  b e l t  o f  

Oklahoma.  T h e r e ,  t e n a n t  f a rm s  a r e  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  s m a l l e r  t h a n  owned 

f a r m s .  Y e t ,  in  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a s t r o n g  

p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  a c r e a g e  in  c o t t o n  and t h e  

p e r c e n t  o f  t e n a n t r y  p e r  c o u n t y  (+• 5 ^ 6 3 ) ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .01& l e v e l  

o f  c o n f i d e n c e ) .  T h u s ,  in t h e  w e s t e r n  c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n  t h e  c o u n t i e s  

w i t h  t h e s e  l a r g e r  t e n a n t  f a rm s  w e re  mos t  l i k e l y  t o  p r o d u c e  c o t t o n .  T h ese  

l a r g e r  t e n a n t  f a r m s ,  ho w ever ,  w e re  n o t  co m p a r a b le  t o  t h e  t e n a n t  fa rm s  

o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  They r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  ac co m o d a t io n  

o f  t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r  t o  t h e  a d a p t a b i l i t y  o f  s o i l  and w e a t h e r  t o  c o t t o n  

c u l t i v a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  demand f o r  c o t t o n .  The 

h i g h  r a t e  o f  t e n a n t r y  in  t h i s  r e g i o n  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  

w hich  o r i g i n a l  h o m e s t e a d e r s  e i t h e r  r e n t e d  t h e i r  l and  o r  became t e n a n t s  

on la nd  t h e y  had l o s t  t o  f o r e c l o s u r e .  As we have  s e e n  in c h a p t e r  3

18" T y p es  o f  Fa rming in  O k lahom a ,"p .  6.

1 9 l b i d . ,  p.  13.
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t h e  g ro w th  in  t h e  t e n a n t r y  r a t e  seems t o  have o c c u r r e d  more r a p i d l y

in W e s te rn  Oklahoma t h a n  e l s e w h e r e  in c o m p a r a b l e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  Midwes t .

In W e s te rn  Oklahoma t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r  in  t h e  c o t t o n  r e g i o n  a s  o p p o s ed  t o  t h e

h o m e s t e a d e r  in  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  was more l i k e l y  t o  l o s e  h i s

homes tead and become a  t e n a n t .  As we have s e e n  t h e  t e n a n t r y  r a t e  in  t h e

e n t i r e  w e s t e r n  r e g i o n  in  1910 was 38% w h i l e  t h e  same f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  h ig h

c o t t o n  c o u n t i e s  was k8%

c)  A v e rag e  v a l u e  o f  p r o p e r t y —The d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een  t h e  two

c o t t o n  g ro w in g  r e g i o n s  i s  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  in t h e  v a l u e  o f  fa rm  p r o p e r t y .

The a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  p r o p e r t y  p e r  fa rm  p e r  c o u n t y  in t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o t t o n

b e l t  was $2371 w h i l e  t h e  same f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o t t o n  b e l t

was $5338,  o v e r  t w i c e  a s  h i g h  ( c a l c u l a t e d  f rom t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  C e n s u s ) .

These  f i g u r e s  p a r t i a l l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  l a r g e r  a c r e a g e s  p e r  fa rm  in  t h e

s o u t h w e s t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h i g h e r  la nd  v a l u e s  ( s e e  F i g u r e s  11 and 1 2 ) .

However t h e y  a l s o  r e f l e c t  a  t y p e  o f  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e  w hi ch  was somewhat

more c a p i t a l  i n t e n s i v e  a s  compared t o  t h e  l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g

o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  In t h e  s o u t h w e s t  l a r g e r  a c r e a g e s  p e r  fa rm  w e r e  p l a n t e d

t o  c o t t o n ;  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  r e d u c e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .

Two row p l a n t e r s  a t t a c h e d  t o  two-r ow " r i d g e -  
b u s t e r s "  o r  l i s t e r s ,  a r e  u s ed  w i t h  e i g h t  m u le s .
. . . C o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  be more  d i f f i c u l t  in  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  where  l a r g e  
s c a l e  metho ds  a r e  l e s s  p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  o f  
to p o g r a p h y  and t h e  s i z e  o f  f i e l d s . 20

Thus f a r  we h ave  s e e n  t h a t  t h e r e  we re  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  in Oklahoma

21
w hich  p r o v i d e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  1910, and

2 0 . . . .  /I b i d . ,  p .  6.

21 Elma S. M o u l to n ,  " C o t t o n  P r o d u c t i o n  and D i s t r i b u t i o n  in  t h e  G u l f  
S o u t h w e s t , "  U .S .  D e p t ,  o f  Commerce,  D o m es t i c  Commerce S e r i e s , No. 1931.
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22and IA. Two o f  t h e s e  we re  p r i m a r i l y  c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  a r e a s  in t h e  

s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  was t h e  w heat  b e l t  in t h e  

n o r t h w e s t .  Only  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a "mixed f a r m i n g "  

r e g i o n  w hich  p ro d u c e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  f o r  l o c a l  u s e ,  had a r e l a t i v e l y  

s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  u n d e r  s t u d y .  As 

we h ave  m e n t io n ed  a l r e a d y  t h e  t h r e e  h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  r e g i o n s  p ro d u c ed  

s t a p l e  c r o p s  wh ich  we re  f o r  s a l e  in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  commodi ty  m a r k e t s .  Being " t i e d  i n "  t o  t h e s e  m a r k e t s ,  a s  o u r  

t h e o r y  p r e d i c t e d ,  d i d  seem t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  

a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  d e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  among them in  t e rm s  o f  t h e i r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e .

The p r e s e n c e  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in e a c h  d  t h e  

t h r e e  r e g i o n s  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s i m i l a r  p r o c e s s e s  w e re  a t  

work in e a ch  a r e a ,  h y p o t h e t i c a l l y  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  d e s c r i b e d  by 

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  o f  Hobsbawm, Wolf and Moore ( t h e  i n t e n s i v e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m a r k e t  forms o f  a g r i c u l t u r e — s e e  C h a p t e r  1 ) .  However,  

we would a l s o  e x p e c t  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  s h o u l d  be l i k e l y  

t o  e x h i b i t  e m p i r i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r v e n i n g  v a r i a b l e s  w hi ch  c r e a t e  

t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s ,  and u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y .  At t h i s  p o i n t  what  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  m u s t  be e x p l o r e d .

In t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r  we d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i m p o v e r i s a t i o n  

w h ich  o c c u r r e d  in  b o t h  e a s t  and w e s t  Oklahoma a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  

anom al ous  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  We a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o c c u r r e d  

in  b o t h  e a s t  and w e s t  Oklahoma;  t h a t  i t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  t e n a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

t h e  e a s t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  w e s t .  Y e t ,
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i m p o v e r i s a t i o n  o f  an  a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  n o t  synonymous w i t h  a l a b o r  

r e p r e s s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m .  What we need  t o  do i s  t o  d i s c o v e r  

what v a r i a b l e  o r  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  most r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  

in  t h e  s t a t e  in  o r d e r  t o  d i s c o v e r  i f  s u ch  v a r i a b l e s  can be u n d e r s t o o d  

a s  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  s y s t e m s — in b o th  t h e  e a s t  and t h e  w e s t .

The u s e  o f  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  a l l o w s  us  t o  t e s t  a l l  

p o t e n t i a l l y  s a l i e n t  v a r i a b l e s  w hi ch  a r e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  can  e n a b l e  us  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w hich  f a c t o r  o r  f a c t o r s  

a r e  most  r e l a t e d  t o  o u r  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  S o c i a l i s t  

v o t e  in t h e  s p e c i f i e d  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1910,  1912, and 191**. In d o in g  t h i s  

we ca n  i n t r o d u c e  o n e  v a r i a b l e  a t  a t i m e  and c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s

o f  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  in t h e  e q u a t i o n .  We ca n  t h e r e b y  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p ro b lem

o f  s p u r i o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( a t  l e a s t  be tw een  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  we have  

i n c l u d e d )  w hich  may e x i s t  w i t h  a  s i m p l e  c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s .

Ind i c a t o r s

The v a r i a b l e s  u sed  in t h e  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  we re  

ch o s e n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  d i f f e r e n t  s t r u c t u r a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  s y s t e m s  o f  a g r i ­

c u l t u r e .  The d e c i s i o n  t o  u s e  e a c h  o f  them was b a s e d  on t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  t e s t i n g  h y p o t h e s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e .

The f o l l o w i n g  v a r i a b l e s  we re  s e l e c t e d :

231. The % o f  f a rm s  o p e r a t e d  by t e n a n t s  p e r  c o u n t y  (21**).

2 .  The % o f  fa rm s  o p e r a t e d  by s h a r e - t e n a n t s  p e r  c o u n t y  ( 2 1 5 ) .

The form o f  l and  t e n u r e  d e t e r m i n e s  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l

^^The numbers  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  e a c h  v a r i a b l e  i s  an a r b i t r a r y  number 
w i t h  which t h e  co m pu te r  i n d i c a t e d  e a c h  f a c t o r .  The number w i l l  be  u s ed  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t o r  in T a b l e  7 a ,  8a and  9a .
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p r o d u c e r ' s  econ om ic  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T e n a n t s  and ow ners  o f  f a rm s  a r e

f r e q u e n t l y  s u b j e c t  t o  d i f f e r e n t  econ om ic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and e x e g e n c i e s .

S i n c e  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e n a n t r y  v a r i e s  i n v e r s e l y  t o  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e

o f  owned fa rm s  t h e  l a t t e r  v a r i a b l e  was n o t  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  e q u a t i o n .

In c h o o s i n g  t h e s e  two p a r t i c u l a r  v a r i a b l e s  we a t t e m p t e d  t o  d i s c e r n  two

t h i n g s - - a )  i f  t h e  r a t e  o f  t e n a n t r y  was indeed  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t

v o t e ,  b) i f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  t e n a n t r y  c o u l d  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  v a r i a n c e

24in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .

3 .  The p e r c e n t  o f  owned fa rm s  r e p o r t i n g  m o r t g a g e s  p e r  c o u n t y

( 2 8 6 ) .  T h i s  v a r i a b l e  was c h o s e n  in  o r d e r  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  a

f a r m e r ' s  i n d e b t e d n e s s  a n d / o r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  f o r e c l o s u r e  o r  l o s s

25o f  t h e  f a rm  home, had any b e a r i n g  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s .  We 

have no c o u n t y  d a t a  w h ich  c o u l d  d i r e c t l y  m e a s u r e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  

i n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  t e n a n t  f a r m e r s .  However,  i n d i r e c t  m e a s u r e s  o f  t h i s  

phenomenon w i l l  be p r o v i d e d .

4 .  The a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  c r o p s  p e r  f a r m  p e r  c o u n t y  ( 2 8 1 ) .

5 .  The a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  f a rm  la nd  p e r  fa rm  p e r  c o u n t y  ( 2 9 4 ) .

6 .  The a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  fa rm  p r o p e r t y  p e r  c o u n t y  ( 2 9 3 ) .

The c a t e g o r y  “ t e n a n t r y "  i s  an u m b r e l l a  t e r m  f o r  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
t y p e s  o f  c o n t r a c t  be t w een  l a n d l o r d  and a c t u a l  p r o d u c e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
1 3 th  Census  (1910)  d e f i n i t i o n s  t h e r e  a r e  “ s h a r e  t e n a n t s , "  “ c a s h  t e n a n t s "  
and “ s h a r e - c a s h  t e n a n t s . "  S h a r e  t e n a n t s  pay a f i x e d  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
c r o p  a s  r e n t  w h i l e  c a s h  t e n a n t s  g e n e r a l l y  pay a  f i x e d  sum. S h a r e - c a s h  
t e n a n t s  pay a  s h a r e  o f  p a r t  o f  t h e  l and  t h e y  r e n t  and c a s h  f o r  t h e  
r e m a i n d e r .

25
The c a t e g o r y  "owned f a r m s "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Census  d e f i n i t i o n s  

r e p r e s e n t s  f a rm s  which a r e  e i t h e r  e n t i r e l y  owned by t h e i r  o p e r a t o r s  o r  
p a r t l y  owned and p a r t l y  r e n t e d .  The p a r t l y  owned fa rm s  r e p r e s e n t e d  
o p e r a t o r s  who, in  a d d i t i o n  t o  w ork in g  t h e  l and  t h e y  owned,  would  a l s o  r e n t  
a d d i t i o n a l  la nd  t o  work e i t h e r  on a  c a s h  o r  s h a r e  b a s i s .  Doing t h i s  mean t  
e n l a r g i n g  t h e i r  a c r e a g e  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  when a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d  was n o t  
p u r c h a s a b l e  o r  t h e i r  f u n d s  w e re  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p u r c h a s e  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d .
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7 .  The a v e r a g e  combined v a l u e  from t h e  s a l e  o f  d a i r y  and 

p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  p e r  c o u n t y  ( 2 9 1 ) .

T h ese  l a s t  f o u r  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  m e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  

econ om ic  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  farms in a c o u n t y .  They a r e  a l l  h i g h l y  r e l a t e d  to  

one  a n o t h e r .  I t  was d e c i d e d  t o  u t i l i z e  v a r i a b l e s  4 ,  5 ,  6 and 7 i n  t h e  

r e g r e s s i o n  in  o r d e r  t o  s e e  which p ro d u c ed  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  most  i m p o r t a n t  

e f f e c t .

8 .  The a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  fa rm  p e r  c o u n t y  ( 2 9 5 ) .  A l th o u g h  t h i s  

v a r i a b l e  was s t r o n g l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  f a rm  p r o p e r t y  

p e r  c o u n t y  ( + .6 5 4 3 )  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  woned f a rm s  (+ .6289)  i t  was i n c l u d e d  

in  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  e q u a t i o n  t o  t e s t  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s i z e  o f  

a c r e a g e  m ig h t  h av e  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  e f f e c t .

9 .  The p e r c e n t  o f  improved a c r e a g e  in  c o t t o n  p e r  c o u n t y  ( 3 0 6 ) .

T h i s  v a r i a b l e  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t e n a n t r y  ( + . 5 2 4 2 ) .  I t  was 

h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  some r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  t h e  e x t e n t  

o f  c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e n a n t r y  b u t  none be tw een  t h e  

p e r c e n t  o f  t e n a n t r y  and t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e ,  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e  

m ig h t  h ave  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  e f f e c t  on  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .

26

S t a t e w i d e  C o r r e l a t i o n s  ( P e a r s o n ' s  r)

281 294 293 291
4 5 6 7

2 8 1 .
4

2 3 kS + . 7 7 5 2

2936 + . 8 0 2 6  + .8 2 1 3

29 1 7 .6792  . 7 6 8 9  + . 8 6 4 6
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10.  The p e r c e n t  o f  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n  p e r  c o u n t y  ( 2 6 1 ) .  T h i s

27v a r i a b l e  was c h o s e n  t o  t e s t  G r e e n ' s  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  r u r a l

p o p u l a t i o n  in a r e g i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .

He c o n t e n d s  t h a t  w here  t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t  o f  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,

s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e n a n t  f a r m e r s ,  t h e  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  be tw een  them and l o c a l

u r b a n  l a n d l o r d s  and c r e d i t o r s  i s  s h a r p e r  and t h u s ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  i s  

2 8 , 2 9s t r o n g e r .

F i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  M u l t i p l e  R e g r e s s i o n  A n a l y s i s

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  f o r  a l l  c o u n t i e s  

in  Oklahoma f o r  t h e  1 9 1 0 , ^  1912,  a n d ^  191** e l e c t i o n s  ca n  be s e e n  in 

T a b l e  7 .

I n i t i a l l y  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  a p p e a r  p u z z l i n g .  As we ca n  s e e  from 

t h e  t a b l e  be low (T a b le  7) t h e  f a c t o r s  w hi ch  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  seem t o  ch a n g e  f rom e l e c t i o n  t o  e l e c t i o n .

In e s s e n c e ,  we ca n  f i n d  no c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  

w h ich  ca n  e x p l a i n  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e ,  i . e .  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  e l e c t i o n s  u n d e r  s t u d y .

However,  g i v e n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  Oklahoma i t  m ig h t  

be e x p e c t e d  t h a t  a  s t a t e w i d e  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  m ig h t  d i s t o r t

^ G r e e n ,  pp .  2 3 6 -4 8 .
28

Th ese  v a r i a b l e s  w e re  c a l c u l a t e d  f rom t h e  1910 Census  o f  A g r i c u l u r e — 
13t h  C en su s ,  Vo l ,  5 ,  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  P a r t  I I ,  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Oklahoma.

29T h e r e  we re  77 c o u n t i e s  in  Oklahoma in 1910.  The v o t i n g  d a t a  
was o b t a i n e d  f rom t h e  I n t e r  U n i v e r s i t y  C o n s o r t i u m  f o r  P o l i t i c a l  R e s e a r c h ,
Ann A r b o r ,  M ic h ig a n .

30
M ou l ton .



( T a b le  7) F i n d i n g s  o f  M u l t i p l e  R e g r e s s i o n
( S t a t e w i d e — A ll  Oklahoma C o u n t i e s ) (78 c o u n t i e s )

P e r c e n t  o f  T o t a l  V a r i a n c e  A ccoun ted  f o r  by:

% C o t t o n % Urban % D a i r y  & % S l a v e % M o r tg ag e s V a lu e  o f T o t a l % Remaining
P o u l t r y T e n a n t r y Land V a r i a n c e V a r i a n c e s

1910 Gov 1% 1* 2% 6%. 12% 10% 40% 8%

1910 Cong 2% 1% 9% 5% 3% k% 38% 8%

1912 P r e s 2% 1% 23% 51 3% h% 53% 3%

\ S \ k  Gov 2% 2% 32% 1* M% 60% 5-6%

191^ Cong 30* 10% 3% 1% 11% .6% 60% !*.!*%

I

UJ<J\
I



( T a b le  7a) C o r r e l a t i o n  M a t r i x — Al l  Oklahoma C o u n t i e s

214 215 286 281

211,

215 + .9 0 0 2 — --------- —

286 - . 2 4 0 5 - . 2 1 6 3 --------- —

281 - . 0 4 7 2 - . 1 2 7 3 + v 6076 —

294 - • 1 8 3 9 - . 1 9 7 2 +•5631 + .7 7 5 2

293 - . 4 4 1 1 - • 5 2 5 7 +.5401 + .8 0 2 6

291 “ •4332 - • 5 3 0 9 + .5 2 5 0 + .6 7 9 2

295 - . 6 2 9 2 - •7 3 0 3 + .2473 + .3143

306 + .5 6 6 4 + .6 6 4 9 + .0 6 2 9 - . 0 2 0 7

261 + •1227 +•0722 + .2 3 0 4 +•3231

294 293 291 295 306 261

+ .821 3

— —

—

—

- —

+ .7 6 8 9 + .8 6 4 6 — — — —

+ .1 6 5 0 + .6 5 4 5 + .4717 — — —

- . 1 7 5 9 - . 4 7 4 2 - . 5 0 7 2 - . 6 1 8 7 — —

+ .5 6 1 2 +.3811 + .4 5 1 6 +.0234 - . 0 5 6 1 —
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in some way, th e  s e p a r a t e  p r o c e s s e s  which might have been o c c u r r i n g

in each r e g io n .  Thus,  i f  we s u b j e c t  th e  p o t e n t i a l l y  s a l i e n t  v a r i a b l e s

t o  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  w i t h i n  d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  and

a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s ,  i t  may be th a t  we w i l l  o b t a i n  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s .

Although  we have i s o l a t e d  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s  w i th

high  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s ,  each o f  t h e s e  r e g i o n s  in c l u d e s  twenty or

fewer c o u n t i e s .  S i n c e  we are  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  vary 10 d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s

i t  makes l i t t l e  s e n s e  t o  do a m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  w i t h  a l l

32
10 o f  them in each  r e g io n .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i m i t  our r e g r e s s i o n s  

t o  r e g i o n s  which com prise  l a r g e r  numbers o f  c o u n t i e s  f o r  t h e r e  t o  be 

s u f f i c i e n t  v a r i a t i o n  t o  j u s t i f y  use  o f  so  powerful  a s t a t i s t i c a l  

t e c h n i q u e .

As we have a l r e a d y  s e e ,  e a s t  and west  Oklahoma had a very  

d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  develop m en t .  We have a l s o  see n  how t h i s  p a r t i a l l y  

accoun te d  fo r  d i f f e r e n c e s  in th e  types  o f  farming which d e v e l o p e d .  Of 

c o u r s e ,  the  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  th e  s o i l  and weather  t o  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e  

in t h e  s o u t h  and wheat in t h e  northwes t  must a l s o  be s ee n  as  important  

f a c t o r s  in e x p l a i n i n g  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  F i n a l l y ,  we have seen  t h a t  

in t h r e e  o f  t h e  fo u r  d i f f e r e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  which d ev e lo p ed  

t h e r e  was a h igh  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .  Yet g i v e n  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

between e a s t  and w est  Oklahoma we would e x p e c t  th a t  e m p i r i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t

32When t h e  number o f  v a r i a b l e s  appr oxim ates  th e  number o f  c a s e s ,  
then  an a r i t f i c i a l l y  s t r o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among them may o cc ur  s im p ly  
b ecau se  o f  t h e  u se  o f  a number o f  v a r i a b l e s  a lm ost  equal  t o  the  number 
o f  c a s e s .  John S u l l i v a n ,  "A Note on R e d i s t r i b u t i v e  P o l i t i c s , "
American P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  Review 66 (1 9 7 2 ) .
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v a r i a b l e s  in each  re g io n  were l i k e l y  t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  same 

e f f e c t ,  w h ich ,  as  we have a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  th e  s t a t e w i d e  r e g r e s s i o n  

a n a l y s i s  may have o b scu red .

Such a h y p o t h e s i s  i s  borne out  by our d a t a .  I f  we s e p a r a t e  

th e  c o u n t i e s  which were o r i g i n a l l y  Indian T e r r i t o r y  from th o s e  which  

were o r i g i n a l l y  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  and s u b j e c t  each  s e t  o f  c o u n t i e s  

s e p a r a t e l y  t o  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s ,  more s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  

a re  o b t a i n e d .  F i r s t l y ,  a g r e a t e r  p erc en t  o f  th e  v a r i a n c e  in t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

v o t e  in each  re g io n  i s  e x p l a i n e d .  Second ly  th e  f a c t o r s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  

f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s  in both r e g io n s  become a p p a r en t .

By lo o k in g  a t  th e  c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e  former Indian T e r r i t o r y  

( e a s t e r n  Oklahoma) s e p a r a t e l y  from th e  s t a t e  as  a whole  we f i n d  t h a t  

t h e r e  was indeed a d i s t o r t i n g  e f f e c t  produced in th e  s t a t e w i d e  

m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  most l i k e l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  grouping  two 

s t r u c t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  t o g e t h e r .  The r e g r e s s i o n  which  

i n c l u d e s  o n l y  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma remedies  t h i s  d i s t o r t i o n .  I f  we 

compare Table  7 and Tab le  8 i t  becomes apparent  t h a t  th e  p e r c e n t a g e  

o f  sh a re  t e n a n t r y  ( i n  th e  1910 e l e c t i o n s )  and th e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

t e n a n t r y  ( i n  th e  1912 and 191** e l e c t i o n s )  ar e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  in 

a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  v a r i a n c e  o f  th e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in e a s t e r n  Oklahoma.

The change in th e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a b l e  from 1910 t o  1912 a t  f i r s t  

appears  odd.  However,  th e  v a r i a b l e  " p e r ce n ta g e  o f  s h a re  te na n try "  

per  county  i s  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  than th e  v a r i a b l e  " p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

t e n a n t r y , "  s i n c e  s h a re  t e n a n t r y  comprised th e  bulk o f  a l l  th e  t e n a n tr y  

in t h i s  r e g io n  in 1910.  S i n c e  in t h e  1910 c a s e  th e  computer ran the  

"Share Tenantry" v a r i a b l e  f i r s t ,  i t s  p e r c e n ta g e  came o u t  h i g h e r ,  and t h e



( T a b le  8) F in d in g s  o f  M u l t i p l e  R e g r e s s io n  
Eastern  Oklahoma (Ind ia n  T e r r i t o r y ) (^0 c o u n t i e s )

P e r c e n ta g e  o f  Tota l  V ar iance  Accounted f o r  b y :

1910 Gov 

1910 Cong 

1912 Pres  

191* Gov 

191^ Cong

* Tenantry

7*

5*

*♦3*

k7%

k3%

Value o f  
Land

3*

8*

13*

. 7%

1*

Da i ry S 
P o u l t r y

. 1 *

0*

2 %

13*

13*

% S la v e  
Tenantry

37*

39*

3*

2 %

1*

Tota l  
Var iance  
(1 o f  10 
v a r i a b l e s )

60*

58*

69*

77*

76*

* Remaining 
Variance*

12.9*

6*

8%

7 .3 *

8*

*Accounted fo r  by 6 remaining v a r i a b l e s  in th e  e q u a t i o n .
-e-o



( T a b le  8a)

C o r r e l a t i o n  M atr ix ,  Eas tern Cou ntie s

214 215 286 281 294 293 291 295 306 261

214 — - - — — - - - - - - - - —

215 + .6 8 3 5 — — — — — — - - — —

286 +.2684 + .1 6 3 8 — — — - - - - — — —

281 + .2 9 9 3 + .1 4 5 8 + .7 5 7 7 - - — - - - - — — —

294 - . 1 5 2 2 - . 1 0 4 4 + .5 3 7 5 +.6661 — — - - — — —

293 - .2 2 8 1 - . 3 1 2 5 + .6 3 4 2 + .6 2 1 4 + .7 9 4 9 — — — — —

291 - . 3 8 9 5 - . 5 1 9 8 + .3 6 6 7 + .4 0 6 3 + .6 0 6 4 + . 8 3 2 3 — — - - - -

295 - . 1 6 8 2 - .2 8 2 1 + .5 6 7 8 + . 4 4 4 0 + .4 0 5 2 +.8581 + .7 4 9 7 — - - —

306 + .6 9 5 8 +. 6529 - . 0 2 1 7 + .0 5 6 8 - . 4 3 1 7 - . 6 1 5 8 - . 7 4 8 6 - . 5 4 5 6 — - -

261 - . 0 1 3 6 - . 1 4 3 6 + .3 0 9 0 + .3 1 0 6 + .5 2 7 7 + . 5 6 1 6 + .6 3 4 6 + .4 4 4 8 - . 3 1 9 3 —

I

-fc-
I
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a d d i t i o n  o f  th e  " ten a n try "  v a r i a b l e  co u ld  not add much t o  th e  v a r i a n c e  

e x p l a i n e d  s i n c e  i t  o n l y  inc lud ed  a few a d d i t i o n a l  fa rm ers .  For th e  1912 

and 1914 c a s e s  t h e  computer ran the  v a r i a b l e s  in t h e  r e v e r s e  o r d e r ,  so  

th e  " t en a ntry "  v a r i a b l e  e x p l a i n e d  more o f  th e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .  Thus,  

t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  e x p l a i n e d  by t e n a n t r y  i s  c l o s e  t o  t h a t  g o t t e n  by 

adding th e  two columns f o r  " t en a ntry "  and "sh are  te n a n tr y "  t o g e t h e r ,  and 

we g e t  th e  r a t h e r  uniform r e s u l t  t h a t  t e n a n t r y  accoun te d  f o r  from 44% 

o f  th e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in 1910 t o  49% or 50% in 191**.

The importance o f  t e n a n t r y  a s  an e x p l a n a t o r y  f a c t o r  in t h i s  

r e g io n  i s  supplemented by two a d d i t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s  in 1912 and 191**, 

low land v a l u e s  in 1912 and t h e  low a v er a g e  v a l u e  o f  d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  

p ro d uc ts  s o l d  per county  in 1914.  In 1910,  a s i n g l e  f a c t o r ,  the  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  share  t e n a n t r y  in e a s t e r n  Oklahoma a cco un ted  f o r  a lm ost  

**0% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in th e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in the  two e l e c t i o n s  under  

s tu d y  f o r  t h a t  y e a r .  In 1912 t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e n a n tr y  and low land  

v a l u e s  a cc o un ted  f o r  5(>% o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .  F i n a l l y ,  

in 191** th e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e n a n t r y  and th e  v a l u e  o f  d a i r y  and 

p o u l t r y  p ro d uc ts  s o l d  accounte d  f o r  60% and 62% o f  t h i s  v a r i a n c e  in 

t h e  Gubernator ia l  and U .S .  C o n g r e ss io n a l  e l e c t i o n s .

I f  we look a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  f o r  the  

w e st e r n  part  o f  t h e  s t a t e  we f i n d  th e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t s .  In th e  

w e st ern  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  (Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y )  we s e e  ag a in  t h a t  the  

i n c l u s i o n  o f  two h i g h l y  r e l a t e d  v a r i a b l e s  in the  e q u a t i o n  appe ars  t o  

be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a s h i f t ,  between 1910 and 1912,  in th e  f a c t o r  most  

s a l i e n t  f o r  u nd er s ta n d in g  the  v a r i a n c e  in t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .  But a g a i n ,  

t h i s  s h i f t  i s  caused  by t h e  o rd er  in which t h e  v a r i a b l e s  e n t e r e d  th e



T a b l e  9

F in d in g s  o f  M u l t i p l e  R e g r e s s io n  

Western Oklahoma (Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y )  37 c o u n t i e s  

P e r c e n ta g e  o f  Total  Var ia nce  Accounted For By:

S a l e  o f
Dairy and P er ce n t  Value o f  Value o f  Farm P e rcen t  Total

P o u l try  Mortgages  Crops P roper ty  Tenantry Var iance

1910 Gov .2% 6% 8% 25% 8% 58%

Cong .4% 5% 8% 22% 8% 55%

1912 Pres  38% 11% 11% 1% 4% 71%

191A Gov 40% 21% 2% 1% 3% 75%

Cong 40% 23% 1% . n  5% 79%

P ercen t  Of 
Remaining 
Va riance s*

10.8%
11. 6%

6% •

-e-

8 % •

9 .9 2

*P ercen t  o f  remaining v a r i a n c e  accounted f o r  by f i v e  remaining  
v a r i a b l e s  in th e  e q u a t i o n .



T a b l e  9a

C o r r e l a t i o n  Matrix  Western Counti es

214 215 286 281 294 293 291 295 306 261

214

215 + .9 1 1 6

286 + .7 5 0 2 + .6 7 6 2

281 + .5738 +.5231 + . 5 1 7 4

294 + .5157 + .4 6 7 4 + . 4 5 4 0 + . 9 4 8 9

293 + . 1 4 5 5 + .0 7 5 2 + . 2 2 2 6 + .8 1 0 8 +.8681

291 + .1593 - .0 0 3 1 + . 2 5 0 0 +. 6623 +. 6953 + . 7 7 2 0

295 - . 8 0 1 3 - . 7 8 9 5 - . 5 6 4 9 - . 3 6 6 3 - . 3 2 8 9 + . 1 6 0 5 - . 0 0 9 5

306 + .5 8 8 4 + .7418 + . 5 1 5 4 + .1 9 3 2 + .1 0 1 0 - . 2 9 3 2 - .3 2 7 1

261 + .4 8 1 8 + .5 2 2 4 + .3 3 6 6 + .5 2 5 8 + .5513 + . 3 9 4 2 + .4 1 6 2

-e-■e-

.7441 

■ 3342 + .2 3 7 8
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r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s .  In 1910 th e  most important f a c t o r  (which  

a c c o u n t s  f o r  25% and 22% o f  th e  v a r i a n c e  in the  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e )  i s  the  

v a l u e  o f  farm p r o p e r t y .  In 1912 and 1911* the  low v a l u e  o f  d a i r y  and 

p o u l t r y  p ro d uc ts  s o l d  per farm i s  most r e s p o n s i b l e  (38% and 1»0% 

r e s p e c t i v e l y )  f o r  t h i s  v a r i a n c e .  But t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  s ta nd  f o r  the  

same t h in g  s i n c e  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between them i s + . 7 7 2 0 .  They a r e  both  

i n d i c a t o r s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y .  As we can s e e  from Table  

9 in 1912 and 191** th e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  owned farms which a r e  mortgaged ta k es  

on i n c r e a s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in e x p l a i n i n g  th e  v a r i a n c e  in th e  S o c i a l i s t  

v o t e .  In 1912 and 1911* th e  two v a r i a b l e s ,  v a l u e  o f  d a ir y  and p o u l t r y  

prod uc ts  s o l d  and t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  m o r t g a g e s .a c c o u n t  f o r  1*9%, 62% and 63% 

o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in th e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .

As we can s e e  from our s t a t i s t i c a l  r e s u l t s  th e  v a r i a n c e  in the  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  seems t o  be acc ounte d  f o r  by t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

v a r i a b l e s  in th e  e a s t e r n  and w e st ern  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  These  

f i n d i n g s  co n f i r m  our h y p o t h e s e s  about  th e  importance o f  c o n s i d e r i n g  

h i s t o r i c a l  a n t e c e d e n t s  f o r  an und ers ta n d in g  o f  th e  deve lopment  o f  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Y e t ,  t h e  f a c t  th a t  two s e p a r a t e  s e t s  o f  v a r i a b l e s  seem 

t o  account  f o r  th e  h igh  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in each re g io n  seems t o  r e q u i r e  

t h a t  s e p a r a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  be o f f e r e d  f o r  each r e g io n a l  e n t i t y .  F i r s t l y ,  

we must a s k  what t h e  s a l i e n t  i n d i c a t o r s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  

o t h e r  words,  how a re  t h e  two s e t s  o f  f a c t o r s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

in each re g io n ?  S e c o n d ly ,  we must a s k  i f  t h e s e  s e p a r a t e  r e g i o n s  share  

a common e l em e n t  or  p r o c e s s  which c o u l d  ac count  f o r  th e  h ig h  d e g re e  o f  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in both r e g i o n s ,  and th us  u n i f y  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s .
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In o r d e r  t o  do t h i s  we must  a g a i n  lo o k  a t  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  

Oklahoma s e p a r a t e l y .  Once i t  becomes c l e a r  wh at  s p e c i f i c  p r o c e s s e s  

w e re  o p e r a t i n g  in  ea c h  r e g i o n  we w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  g e n e r a l i z e  on a h i g h e r  

l e v e l  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  more s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f  e a ch  

r e g i o n  can be  s e e n  a s  d i f f e r e n t  fo rm s  o f  l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e .

E a s t e r n  Oklahoma

The q u e s t i o n  we m u s t  now answer  i s  what  do t h e  t h r e e  s a l i e n t

i n d i c a t o r s  r e f l e c t  in t e r m s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma;

what  d o e s  t h e i r  s t a t i s t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t e l l  us  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ?

a )  The p e r c e n t  o f  t e n a n t r y — As we h ave  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h e  p e r c e n t

o f  t e n a n t r y  was h i g h e s t  in t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o t t o n  b e l t  o f  Oklahoma.  As

m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  h i g h  r a t e  o f  t e n a n t r y  ( a v e r a g i n g  77%) and t h e  s m a l l

s i z e  o f  t e n a n t  f a r m s  r e p r e s e n t e d  n o t  o n l y  a  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e

be tw e en  t h i s  r e g i o n  and o t h e r s  in  Oklahoma,  b u t  a  q u a l i t a t i v e  o n e  a s  w e l l .

T h ese  f a c t o r s  r e p r e s e n t  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s h a r e -

c r o p p i n g  sys tem  o f  t h e  Amer ican  s o u t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  m e r e l y  a  s i t u a t i o n

33o f  much t e n a n t  f a r m i n g .  The " s h a r e c r o p p e r "  i s  n o t  l i k e  o t h e r  t e n a n t  

f a r m e r s .  He d o e s  n o t  m e r e l y  r e n t  t h e  lan d  he  w o r k s ,  making econom ic

33 He ca n  be  a  s h a r e c r o p p e r  o r  a  s h a r e  r e n t e r .  The d i s t i n c t i o n  
be tw e en  t h e s e  two d e p e n d s  on t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w hi ch  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c e r  owns what  c a n  be c a l l e d  t h e  "means  o f  p r o d u c t i o n . "  The s h a r e  
r e n t e r  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  owns h i s  own work a n i m a l s ,  p r o v i d e s  t h e  f e e d  f o r  t h e s e  
a n i m a l s ,  owns h i s  own work t o o l s  and p r o v i d e s  h i s  own s e e d .  The l a n d l o r d  
f u r n i s h e s  l a n d ,  b u i l d i n g s  and f u e l .  The r e n t e r  u s u a l l y  p ay s  o n e - f o u r t h  
o f  t h e  c o t t o n  p ro d u c ed  and one t h i r d  o f  t h e  c o r n  o r  o t h e r  c r o p s .  U s u a l l y  
c o r n  and c o t t o n  a r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  c r o p s  go rwn.  S h a r e - c r o p p e r s ,  on  t h e  
o t h e r  han d ,  t y p i c a l l y  own no work a n i m a l s  o r  t o o l s .  The l a n d l o r d  
f u r n i s h e s  t h e s e  in a d d i t i o n  t o  l a n d ,  b u i l d i n g s  and f u e l .  The c r o p p e r  
i s  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  pay a  h a l f  i n s t e a d  o f  a  t h i r d  and a q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  
c r o p s  p ro d u c ed  t o  t h e  l a n d l o r d .  The 1910 Census  makes  no d i s t i n c t i o n  
be tw e en  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  and s h a r e  r e n t e r s .  Here  we w i l l  r e f e r  t o  b o t h  a s  
" s h a r e c r o p p e r s . "
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d e c i s i o n s  based  on r a t i o n a l  c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  i n p u t  and o u t p u t .  He d oes  

n o t  make d e c i s i o n s  a s  t o  what  a n d / o r  how much he w i l l  p r o d u c e .  T hes e  

d e c i s i o n s  a r e  l e f t  t o  t h e  l a n d l o r d .  The s h a r e c r o p p e r  i s  m e r e l y  an 

a g r a r i a n  wage l a b o r e r ,  whose w ages ,  p a i d  once  a y e a r  a t  h a r v e s t  t i m e ,  

a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  amount  o f  c o t t o n  and c o r n  he p r o d u c e s  and t h e  

s e l l i n g  p r i c e  o f  c o t t o n .

The s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t  i s  most  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  l a n d l o r d .

34In t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Y a z o o - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e l t a  c o t t o n  b e l t  in  1916 i t  was

fou nd  t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n  on t h e  l a n d l o r d ' s  i n v e s t m e n t  was h i g h e r  when t h e y

r e n t e d  t h e i r  lan d a c c o r d i n g  t o  a s y s t em  o f  s h a r e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  a

f l a t  c a s h  c h a r g e .  When t h e  l a n d l o r d  p a y s  h i s  w o r k e r s  a p r o p o r t i o n  o f

what  t h e y  p r o d u c e  a s  w ag es ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t e r  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  t h e  l a b o r e r s

t o  p r o d u c e  more .  Thus t h e  economic  r i s k s  o f  c o t t o n  c u l t i v a t i o n  a r e

35t r a n s f e r e d  t o  t h e  p r o d u c e r .

b) V a lu e  o f  l a n d —Our d a t a  show t h a t  in  t h e  c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  

r e g i o n  o f  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma where  t h e  l and  i s  p o o r e s t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

v o t e  i s  s t r o n g e s t .  Yet t y p i c a l l y ,  a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  t e n a n t r y  and h ig h  

( r a t h e r  t h a n  low) lan d v a l u e s  a r e  foun d t o  be p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d .

3k
W i l l i a m  B. B i z z e l l ,  "Farm T e n a n t r y  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  Texas  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r im e n t  S t a t i o n ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and M ec h an ic a l  C o l l e g e  
o f  T e x a s ,  Bui l e t  in  #278 ( A p r i l  1 9 21) ,  p.  133.

Lawanda F.  Cox, "T enancy  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  1 8 6 5 -1 9 0 0 , "  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  19 ( J u l y  1 9 44) ,  pp .  9 7 - 1 0 5 ,  100.

^ B e n j a m i n  H. H i b b a r d ,  "T enancy  in t h e  S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s , "
Q u a r t e r l y  J o u r n a l  o f  Economics  27 (May 1 9 13) ,  p.  524;  Donald  Z a g o r i a ,
"The  Ec o logy  o f  P e a s a n t  Communism in  I n d i a , "  Amer ican  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  
Q u a r t e r l y  LXV (March 1971) ;  B i z z e l l .
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c o t t o n  b e l t  o f  s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma w here  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  was 

o n l y  $ 1 4 . 7 3 ,  t h e  y i e l d  o f  c o t t o n  was o n l y  .29  b a l e s .

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t ,  on t h e  a v e r a g e ,  t h e  l a n d  in  Oklahoma was l e s s  

f e r t i l e  t h a n  t h e  r i c h  b o t to m  l a n d s  o f  t h e  Y a z o o - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e l t a .  On t h e  

l a n d  o f  l e s s  t h a n  a v e r a g e  f e r t i l i t y  in  s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma t h e  y i e l d s  w e re  

l i k e l y  t o  have  been s m a l l e r  s t i l l .  Where y i e l d s  a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  

sm al l  we wou ld  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  a c r e a g e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u p p o r t  a t e n a n t  

f a m i l y  w o u ld ,  o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  be l a r g e r .  In 1913 t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  a c r e a g e  

o f  c o t t o n  t e n a n t  farms in  t h e  Y a z o o - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e l t a  was 2 3 . 4  a c r e s .  In 

t h e  1910 Census  no f i g u r e s  we re  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  co m p a r a b le  

f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t  o f  Oklahoma.  However ,  we can  g e t  s uch  f i g u r e s  

f o r  1 9 2 5 . ^  (See  T a b l e  10)

A l th o u g h  t h e s e  a c r e a g e s  a r e  g i v e n  from t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  

th an  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y  t h e  a v e r a g e  a c r e a g e s  o f  c r o p l a n d  h a r v e s t e d  a r e  

r o u g h l y  s i m i l a r  t o  B oegar  and G o l d e n w e i s e r 1s s t u d y  made in  1916,  t h u s  r e ­

a s s u r i n g  us o f  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s .  We can  s e e  from T a b l e  10 t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  

s i z e  o f  c r o p l a n d  h a r v e s t e d  in  Oklahoma i s  a b o u t  t w i c e  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h a t  in 

t h e  more e a s t e r l y  deep s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  T h i s  s i z e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  may be a c ­

c o u n t e d  f o r  by t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l .  On t h e  b e t t e r  s o i l  

o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  (we have no d a t a  f o r  s o i l  q u a l i t y  in L o u i s i a n a  and A r k a n s a s )  i t  

a p p e a r s  t h a t  h a l f  t h e  a c r e a g e  t h a t  i t  t o o k  in s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma c o u l d  p r o v i d e  

a s u b s i s t e n c e  l i v i n g  t o  a s h a r e c r o p p e r  and h i s  f a m i l y .

T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  can  be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  Oklahoma s h a r e c r o p p e r  on 

t h e  l e s s  f e r t i l e  s o i l  was r e q u i r e d  t o  p l a n t  more a c r e s  t o  c o t t o n .  He

41
Elma S.  M o ul ton ,  " C o t t o n  P r o d u c t i o n  and D i s t r i b u t i o n  in  t h e  

G u l f  S o u t h w e s t , "  U.S.  D ep t ,  o f  Commerce, Do mes t i c  Commerce S e r i e s  
49 ( 1 9 3 1 ) .
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and  h i s  f a m i l y  w e re  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  work h a r d e r  t o  c u l t i v a t e

and h a r v e s t  t h e  c o t t o n  in  o r d e r  t o  p r o d u c e  enough  o f  t h e  c a s h  c r o p  t o

s u p p o r t  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  f a m i l y  and h i s  l a n d l o r d .  Where h i s  f a r m  was s m a l l e r

t h a n  a v e r a g e  o r  h i s  s o i l  was p o o r e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  and c o u l d  n o t  p ro d u ce

enough c o t t o n  he p r o b a b l y  s u f f e r e d  more p r i v a t i o n .  The r e a d e r  w i l l

remember t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  f o r

E a s t e r n  Oklahoma showed t h a t  in  1912 t h e  low v a l u e  o f  lan d (an index

o f  po o r  s o i l )  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  13% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .

T h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  on t h e  p o o r e r

s o i l s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e re  t h e m s e l v e s  p o o r e r  and worked h a r d e r ,  were

more l i k e l y  t o  v o t e  S o c i a l i s t  t h a n  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  on t h e  b e t t e r  l a n d .

C o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  was a l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  t y p e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .

The c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  l a n d l o r d  was v e r y  low.  He need

o n l y  p r o v i d e  a  few b u i l d i n g s ,  a c a b i n  f o r  t h e  t e n a n t  f a m i l y  and a shed

f o r  t h e  work a n i m a l s ;  maybe some m u le s  and a p low.  No c a p i t a l

i n t e n s i v e  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  a s  in  t h e  w h e a t  b e l t  was r e q u i r e d .  The c o t t o n

was p l a n t e d ,  t e n d e d  and p i c k e d  by human l a b o r .  Vance w r i t e s ,

The amount  o f  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p i c k
an a c r e  o f  c o t t o n  wou ld  p r o d u c e  t h r e e  a c r e s  o f
c o r n  in  Iowa o r  f o u r  a c r e s  o f  w h e a t  in  K a n s a s . ^

A c co rd in g  t o  t h e  same a u t h o r  e v e n  w he re  y i e l d s  a r e  low i t  t a k e s  a t

l e a s t  t h i r t y  h o u r s  t o  p i c k  an a c r e  o f  c o t t o n .  In t h e  u p c o u n t r y  S o u th

p l a n t i n g  r e q u i r e s  14 -18  h o u r s  o f  man l a b o r  p e r  a c r e .

ii2
V ance ,  p .  166.

^ I b i d . ,  pp .  160-166 .
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( T a b l e  10) A verage A c r e a g e  o f  C ro p lan d  H a r v e s t e d
on C o t t o n  T e n a n t  Farms 

1925
S o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma M i s s i s s i p p i  L o u i s i a n a  A rk a n s a s

S h a r e  r e n t e r  5 0 . 9  a c r e s  2 2 . 7  2 6 . 0  2 9 -7

S h a r e  c r o p p e r  4 0 . 5  18 .4  1 9 .3  2 0 . 0

S o u r c e :  C a l c u l a t e d  from Elma M ou l ton,  C o t to n  P r o d u c t i o n  and D i s t r i b u t i o n  in
t h e  G u l f  S o u t h w e s t ,  U.S.  Dept ,  o f  Commerce, Do mes t i c  Commerce S e r i e s ,  no .  4 9 ,1 9 3 1 .

T h u s ,  Oklahoma s h a r e c r o p p e r s  a p p e a r  t o  have had a h a r d e r  t i m e  o f  

i t  t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  in M i s s i s s i p p i .  C o t t o n  c u l t u r e  i t s e l f  r e q u i r e s  

a  g r e a t  amount o f  h a r d  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r .  On p o o r e r  s o i l s ,  how ever ,  y i e l d s  

a r e  i n e v i t a b l y  lo w er .  In Oklahoma t h e  l a r g e r  a c r e a g e s  o f  c o t t o n  c r o p p e r s  

w e re  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  t h e  l o w er  y i e l d s  p e r  a c r e .  Y e t ,  t h i s  

mean t  t h e  c o t t o n  t e n a n t  had t o  work h a r d e r  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  same amount  

o f  c o t t o n .

P r i c e  F l u c t u a t i o n s  and  M a r g in a l  P r o f i t a b i l i t y

C o t t o n  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  enormous  p r i c e  f l u c t u a t i o n s .  As we ca n  s e e  

f rom T a b l e  11 t h e  18901s was a p e r i o d  o f  e x t r e m e l y  low c o t t o n  p r i c e s .

By 1900 p r i c e s  began  t o  r i s e  a g a i n .  The y e a r s  1900 t o  1914 saw s i g n i ­

f i c a n t  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h i s  commodi ty .  However ,  o n l y  w i t h  

t h e  F i r s t  World War d i d  c o t t o n  p r i c e s  r i s e  p r e c i p i t o u s l y  (a phenomenon 

w hich  was d u e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  demand o f  t h e  war y e a r s ) .  U n t i l  t h e  F i r s t  

World War t h e  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  a c r e a g e  in  c o t t o n  ( s e e  T a b l e  12)

44
k e p t  c o t t o n  p r i c e s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  m a r g i n a l  p r o f i t a b i l i t y .  A u s t i n  

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  u n d e r  opt imum c o n d i t i o n s ,  c o t t o n  c o u l d  be  p ro d u c ed  a t  

12 c e n t s  a pound in  1915- T h u s ,  when t h e  p r i c e  o f  c o t t o n  d i p p e d  below

44
U.S.  S e n a t e  Commission on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  "Land Q u e s t i o n  

in t h e  S o u t h w e s t , "  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  6 4 t h  S e s s i o n ,  Document No. 4 1 5 ,  1916,
X, t e s t i m o n y  o f  C. L. A u s t i n .



Year

Year

1927

1926

1925

1921*

1923

1922

1921

1920

1919

1918

1917

1916

1915

1914

1913

1912

1911

1910

1909
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T a b l e  11

Av e ra ge  R e t u r n  t o  P r o d u c e r  P e r  Acre  o f  

C o t t o n  in U n i t e d  S t a t e s — 1878-1927

Ave rage  
Y i e l d  P e r  

Ac r e  in  
Pounds  o f  

L i n t

152.3

182 .6  

167.2

157 .6

130 .6

141.3

124.5

178 .4

161.3

159 .6

159.7

156.6

170.3

209.2  

182.0

190.9

2 0 7 .7

170.7

154.3

A v e rag e  
Farm P r i c e  

C e n t s  P e r  
Pound

19.6

1 0 . 2  

18. 2  

22.6  

3 1 . 0  

23.8 

1 6 . 2

13 .9

3 5 . 6

27.6

2 7 .7

19.6

11.3

6.8

1 2 . 2

11 .9  

8.8

14.1

13 .9

Ave ra ge  
R e t u r n  t o  

P r o d u c e r  P e r  
Acre  o f  
C o t to n

$ 3 1 . 2 1

2 0 . 8 7

3 1 .7 9

3 7 . 2 6  

4 2 .3 4  

3 5 . 1 4  

2 1 . 1 1

20 .02  

60.62  

4 6 . 2 0  

4 6 . 2 8  

32.08

20 .10  

14.91

23.26  

2 3 .8 3

19.08 

2 5 . 3 2  

2 2 . 5 5
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T a b l e  11 ( c o n t i n u e d ) :

Average  
Y i e l d  Per Average

Average  
Return t o

Acre in Farm P r i c e Producer Per
Pounds o f Cents  Per Acre o f

Year Lint Pound Cotton

1908 2 0 6 . 0 9 .  **5 19-27

1907 177. 11 .42 20.21

1906 211. 9 . 5 6 2 0 . 1 7

1905 209. 11.07 2 3 .0 4

1904 216. 8 . 9 8 20.51

1903 172. 12 .15 2 0 . 9 0

1902 190. 8 . 8 2 16.76

1901 192. 8 . 0 6 15.48

1900 193. 9 . 3 3 18.01

1899 185. 7 . 6 5 14 .99

1898 221. 4 . 8 8 10.78

1897 222. 5 . 6 4 12.42

1896 172. 7 . 3 2 12.71

1895 169. 8 . 1 8 13.93

1894 202. 5 . 9 2 11 .96

1893 183. 7 . 5 0 13.72

1892 176. 8 . 4 0 14.78

1891 206. 7 . 3 0 14.48

1890 177. 8 . 6 0 15.22

1889 173. 11.07 1 9 .15

1888 173. 10.65 1 8 .42

Sou r c e : Rupert Vance,  Human F a c to r s in Cotton C ul tu re :  A Study in t h e  S o c i a l
Geography o f  t h e  American S o u t h , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  
1929,  P. 125 .
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T a b l e  12

Crop Va lue
Mi 11 ion Mi 11i on

Year  B a le s  D o l l a r s

1894-95 1 0 .0  $ 2 9 5 .0

1898-99 11 .4  2 8 2 .8

1904-05 1 3 .4  561.1

1908-98 13 .2  5 8 8 .8

1911-12 15.7  7 5 0 . 0

1914-15 16.1 591.1

1926-27 17 .9  9 8 2 .7

9 7 . 7  $ 4 , 0 5 1 . 5

1895-96 7 .1  $291.1

1899-1900 9 . 5  3 6 3 .8

1905-06 1 0 .6  5 5 6 .8

1909-10 1 0 .0  6 8 8 . 4

1912-13 1 3 .7  7 8 6 .8

1915-16  11 .2  6 2 7 . 9

1927-28 12.7  1 , 2 5 3 . 5

7 4 . 8  $ 4 , 5 6 8 . 3

S o u r c e :  R u p e r t  Vance,  Human F a c t o r s  in  C o t to n  C u l t u r e :  A S tudy  in t h e
S o c i a l  Geography o f  t h e  Amer ican  S o u t h , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1929,  p .  123.
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o r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i t  was t h e  p r o d u c e r  upon whom

t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u r d e n  would  f a l l .

The q u e s t i o n  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  a s k e d ,  i f  c o t t o n  s e l l s  
f o r  l e s s  t h a n  c o s t ,  how d o e s  t h e  p r o d u c e r  c o n t i n u e  
t o  l i v e ?  The c o s t  a s  i s  g i v e n  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  based  
upon $1 p e r  day f o r  t h e  p r o d u c e r ' s  t i m e  on t h e  c r o p .
His  c o t t o n  i s  h i s  w ages .  I f  he s e l l s  i t  f o r  l e s s  
t h a n  c o s t  he s i m p ly  works  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  $1 p e r  d a y .
One d o l l a r  p e r  d a y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i l l  n o t  s u p p o r t  h i s  
f a m i l y ,  b u t  h i s  work i s  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by f r e e  l a b o r  o f  
h i s  women and c h i l d r e n  . . .**5

T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  in  Oklahoma l a n d l o r d s  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t

t e n a n t s  w i t h  s m a l l  f a m i l i e s  a s  t e n a n t s  w i t h  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  would p r o v i d e

more l a b o r  a t  l e s s  c o s t . ^  Q u a l i t a t i v e  e v i d e n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n t e n s e

p o v e r t y  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma s h a r e c r o p p e r s ,  u n l i k e  t h e i r  c r o p s ,  i s  
4 7

a b u n d a n t .

Lack o f  Crop D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  and Debt

The c o t t o n  t e n a n t  was c o n t i n u a l l y  warned in  t h e  l o c a l  and n a t i o n a l

48
a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u l l e t i n s  o f  t h e  day  t h a t  h i s  t o t a l  r e l i a n c e  on c o t t o n  

c u l t u r e  was u l t i m a t e l y  d e l e t e r i o u s  t o  h i s  econo mic  w e l l  b e i n g .  He was 

t o l d  t h a t  c r o p  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n ,  w hi ch  c o u l d  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  by i n c r e a s i n g  

h i s  t h r i f t  and e f f i c i e n c y  was t h e  most  v a l u a b l e  way t o  l i m i t  h i s  d e p e n d en c y  

on p i t f a l l s  o f  c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n .  He was t o l d  t o  p l a n t  a v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n

45 I b i d . ,  t e s t i m o n y  o f  Yeary .

46 I b i d . ,  t e s t i m o n y  o f  N a g le .

47
C arey  M cW il l iams ,  111 F a r e s  t h e  Land ( B o s to n :  L i t t l e  Brown £

C o . ,  1942) p .  192.

48 Oklahoma A S M  C o l l e g e ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r im e n t  S t a t i o n  B u l l e t i n  
181 ( J u n e  1 9 2 9 ) , "Types  o f  Fa rming In Oklahoma" by J .  0 .  E l l s w o r t h ;
U.S D ep t ,  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Dept .  B u i l e t i n  409,  (Augu st  2 6 ) ,  1916,  " F a c t o r s  
A f f e c t i n g  I n t e r e s t  R a t e s  and O t h e r  Charges  on S h o r t - T i m e  Farm L o a n s , " ,  by 
C. W. Thompson.
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a n d / o r  buy a few h o g s ,  cows and c h i c k e n s  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p p l i e s  f o r  h i s

1*9
own c o n s u m p t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  i n t e r m i t t e n t  s a l e .  In t h i s  way h i s

need f o r  c a s h  t o  p u r c h a s e  s u p p l i e s  would be r e d u c e d .  He c o u l d  i n c r e a s e

t h e  f r e q u e n c y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  amount  o f  c a s h  i n f l o w  and  d e c r e a s e  t h e

need  f o r  c a s h  o u t f l o w .  T h i s ,  he  was t o l d ,  would  u p g r a d e  h i s  econ om ic

s t a t u s  so  t h a t  he c o u l d  p u r c h a s e  t h e  f a r m  he r e n t e d ,  a c q u i r e  p r o p e r t y

and w e a l t h  and c l i m b  t h e  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a d d e r .

The a c t u a l  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d o i n g  t h i s ,  g i v e n  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f

c o t t o n  t e n a n t r y ^  a l o n g  w i t h  h i g h  and r i s i n g  la nd  p r i c e s  h a s  been w e l l  

52docum en te d .  I n s t e a d  o f  becoming u p w a r d ly  m o b i l e  t h e  t e n d e n c y  was f o r

t h e s e  t e n a n t  f a r m e r s  t o  f a l l  i n t o  g r e a t e r  and g r e a t e r  d e p t h s  o f  econo mic

dep e n d en cy  t h r o u g h  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n c r e a s i n g  i n d e b t e d n e s s .

In a  s t u d y  e n t i t l e d ,  C r e d i t  P ro b lem s  o f  Oklahoma C o t to n  

53F a r m e r s , t h e  a u t h o r s  c o n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,

The u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  t h e  income f rom  c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n  
has  an  i m p o r t a n t  b e a r i n g  on t h e  need f o r  c r e d i t ,  t h e  
amount s u p p l i e d ,  and t h e  r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t .  The s t e a d i e r  
and more  e v e n l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  o n e ' s  income,  t h e  e a s i e r  
i t  i s  t o  a d j u s t  e x p e n d i t u r e s  so  a s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  need 
f o r  c r e d i t .  I r r e g u l a r i t y  and u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  income 
n o t  o n l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  need o f  c r e d i t ,  b u t  
t h e y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r i s k ,  r e d u c e  t h e  l o c a l  s u p p l y  o f  
l o a n a b l e  f u n d s  a t  c e r t a i n  t i m e s ,  and t e n d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  r a t e .

it g
Harvey J o r d a n  in  an  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C o t t o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,

1906, q u o t e d  in  Vance,  p .  181.

”̂ W.  J .  S p i l l m a n  & E. A. G o l d e n w e i s e r , pp .  321-1*6.

^ M i c h a e l  S c h w a r t z ,  The S o u t h e r n  F a r m e r s '  A l l i a n c e :  The O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
Forms o f  R a d i c a l  P r o t e s t  ( New York:  Academic P r e s s  f o r t h c o m i n g ) .

52 H i b b a r d ;  U .S .  Commission on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  Na g le
t e s t i m o n y .

53Oklahoma A S M  C o l l e g e ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r im e n t  S t a t i o n  Bui l e t  in 
198 (O c t .  1 9 3 0 ) ,  " C r e d i t  P ro b lem s  o f  Oklahoma C o t to n  F a r m e r s "  by J .  T.
S a n d e r s ,  p .  13-
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54
T h i s  same s t u d y  shows t h a t  more s h o r t - t e r m  c r e d i t  was u s e d  by s o u t h e a s t  

Oklahoma c o t t o n  t e n a n t s  t h a n  anyw here  e l s e  in  t h e  c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  

r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  A l th o u g h  t h i s  s t u d y  was made in 1930,  an  e a r l i e r  

s t u d y  ( 1 9 1 6 ) " ^  shows t h a t  in  t h e  y e a r s  u n d e r  s t u d y  h e r e  Oklahoma had 

t h e  h i g h e s t  c o s t  o f  c r e d i t  o f  any s t a t e  in  t h e  n a t i o n  f o r  s h o r t  te rm  

l o a n s  ( s e e  T a b l e  13) .  F u r t h e r m o r e  t h e  c o s t  o f  c r e d i t  in  S o u t h e a s t  

Oklahoma f o r  s h o r t  t e rm  l o a n s  was h i g h e r  t h a n  an yw here  e l s e  in t h e  

e n t i r e  s t a t e .

The r i s k s  i n v o l v e d  in mak ing l o a n s  t e n d s  t o  be o n e  f a c t o r  

w h ich  i n c r e a s e s  t h e i r  c o s t .  We must  t h e r e f o r e  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e s e  r i s k s ,  

e n g e n d e r e d  by u n f a v o r a b l e  s o i l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  m a r k e t  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in t h e  

p r i c e  o f  c o t t o n ,  and l a c k  o f  econ omic  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n ,  must  h av e  been 

u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  in  Oklahoma,  and in  s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma in  p a r t i c u l a r .

Thus  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  c o s t  o f  c r e d i t  in  Oklahoma 

was t h e  v e h i c l e  t h r o u g h  which an u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  s u r p l u s  was 

e x t r a c t e d  f rom t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  a s  o p p o s ed  t o  t h e  u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  r e n t s  

demanded in  T e x a s .

E x t e n t  o f  Dependence on t h e  M arke t

We w i l l  n o t i c e  f rom T a b l e  11 t h a t  in  1914 c o t t o n  p r i c e s  p lummet te d  

t o  6 . 8  c e n t s  a pound.  P r i c e s  had n o t  been  s o  low s i n c e  1898 when c o t t o n

54
S h o r t - t e r m  o r  s e a s o n a l  c r e d i t  r e f e r s  t o  c r e d i t  e x t e n d e d  on p e r s o n a l  

o r  c o l l a t e r a l  s e c u r i t y  r u n n i n g  f o r  p e r i o d s  o f  a y e a r  o r  l e s s .  S h o r t  te rm  
c r e d i t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m e r c h a n t  c r e d i t  ( b e i n g  " c a r r i e d "  by t h e  
l o c a l  "company s t o r e " )  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  bank l o a n s ;  i t  a l s o  means  h i g h e r  
r a t e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h a n  bank c r e d i t .  I t  i s  t o  be  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from m o r tg ag e  
c r e d i t  w h ich  has  r e a l  e s t a t e  a s  c o l l a t e r a l ,  i s  t y p i c a l l y  e x t e n d e d  f o r  
s e v e r a l  o r  more  y e a r s  and u s u a l l y  c a r r i e s  lower  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .

55U.S .D .A .  B u l l e t i n  #409.
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S o u r c e :

T a b l e  13

LOAftS TO FARMERS ON PERSONAL SECURITY 
AVERAGE RATES FOR INTEREST AND EXTRA CHARGES

I n t e r e s t  R a t e E x t r a  C h a r g e s

CENTRATE PER
STATE

C olo.
N.M.
Ariz.
Utah
V asil
Ore.
Caut.

Sul. 409, U. S. O tpt. of Afncuttur*. P l a t e  I.

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D ep ar tm en t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 4 0 9 .  " F a c t o r . ;  
A f f e c t i n g  I n t e r e s t  R a t e s  and o t h e r  C h a r g e r s  S h o r t -T e r m  Farm Loans  " 
A ugus t  26 ,  1916, P l a t e  I .

64
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s o l d  f o r  h . S  c e n t s  a pound. I n e v i t a b l y  many I n d e b t e d  c o t t o n  p r o d u c e r s ,  

a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p r e c i p i t o u s  p r i c e  d e c l i n e ,  we re  u n a b l e  t o  r e p a y  

l o a n s  t h e y  had t a k e n  o u t  e a r l i e r  in  t h e  y e a r  in  o r d e r  t o  "make a c r o p . "

I t  s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h o s e  p r o d u c e r s  who w e re  t h e  most  d e p e n d e n t  on 

t h e  s a l e  o f  c o t t o n  f o r  t h e i r  income w ere  most  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e  low 

c o t t o n  p r i c e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h an d ,  t h o s e  who c o u l d  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  

c a s h  i n f l o w  from t h e  s a l e  o f  d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  w e re  l i k e l y  t o  

be  l e s s  v u l n e r a b l e .  T h i s  most  l i k e l y  e x p l a i n s  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  

o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  f o r  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma in  t h e  191^ 

e l e c t i o n s .  In t h i s  y e a r  t h e  f a c t o r  " a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  

p r o d u c t s  s o l d  p e r  f a r m "  a c c o u n t s  f o r  13% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

v o t e .  In t h o s e  c o u n t i e s  w he re  t h e  l e a s t  income was o b t a i n e d  f rom t h e  

s a l e  o f  d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  was l i k e l y  t o  be  

h i g h e s t .  T h u s ,  in  a y e a r  o f  c r i s i s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  c o t t o n  

s h a r e c r o p p e r s  w e re  p r o b a b l y  m a g n i f i e d  beyond t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  eve n  

t h e  i m p o v e r i s h e d  t e n a n t s ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  t h e y  may have  

bee n  p r e d i s p o s e d  t o  v o t e  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  t i c k e t ,  in  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  

s y s t e m  w hich  g e n e r a t e d  t h i s  see ming c a t a s t r o p h e .

T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  d r o p  in c o t t o n  p r i c e s  was t h e  c a u s e  

o f  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in 191^.  The S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y ,  

a s  we w i l l  s e e ,  had a f i r m  b a s e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

s t a t e  many y e a r s  b e f o r e  1914 and t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  had been  s t r o n g  in  t h e  

same r e g i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  1914 c o t t o n  d e b a c l e . ^  Y e t ,  n e i t h e r  can  we

“̂ M e r e d i t h ,  p .  1 5 7 *
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c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  d ro p  in  t h e  p r i c e  o f  c o t t o n  was i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e

e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  o f  t h i s  y e a r . " ^  W hi le  we c a n n o t  s e e

low c o t t o n  p r i c e s  a s  a f u n d a m e n ta l  c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in

191** we must  s e e  i t  a s  a p r e c i p i t a t i n g  f a c t o r  w hi ch  o p e r a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e

l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  c a u s a t i o n .  I f  we compare  t h e  p e r c e n t

o f  i n c r e a s e  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  from 1912 t o  191** in  t h e  c o t t o n  and w he at

b e l t s  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  was s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  in  t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t

(32$ t o  35% in  t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t  and 27% in  t h e  wheat  b e l t ) .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s

t h a t  t h e  low c o t t o n  p r i c e s  o f  t h a t  y e a r  had some i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  i n -
rO

c r e a s e d  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .

E a s t e r n  Oklahoma— C o n c l u s i o n s

We can  s a f e l y  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  o f  s o u t h e a s t ­

e r n  Oklahoma w e re  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  a l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  form o f  m a r k e t  

a g r i c u l t u r e .  The h i g h  l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  and low c a p i t a l  i n t e n s i v e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  p r i c e  f l u c t u a t i o n s ,  and m a r g i n a l  

p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  commodi ty  on t h e  l e s s  p r o d u c t i v e  l a n d ,  t h e  

i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  c o t t o n  t e n a n t  t o  d i v e r s i f y ,  

w e re  a l l  f a c t o r s  w hi ch  made them a po o r  c r e d i t  r i s k .  I n c r e a s e d  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  

t o  i n d e b t e d n e s s  d r a i n e d  t h e i r  s u r p l u s  and i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  i m p o v e r i s h m e n t .

In t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  l a n d l o r d s  and c r e d i t  m e r c h a n t s  c o u l d ,  a s  Moore s a y s ,

" s i t  b ac k "  and demand a l u c r a t i v e  r e t u r n  on l an d  t h a t  was t o o  p o o r  t o  

s u p p o r t  t h e i r  t e n a n t s  w i t h  any  d e g r e e  o f  s t a b i l i t y .  L a n d l o r d s  w e re  e i t h e r

”̂ G r e e n ,  p .  23**.

58The a v e r a g e  v o t e  in  t h e  1912 P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  was compared 
w i t h  t h e  a v e r a g e  v o t e  in  t h e  191** C o n g r e s s i o n a l  and G u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n s  
in  b o t h  c o t t o n  and w h ea t  b e l t s ,  t o  o b t a i n  t h e s e  f i g u r e s .
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u n w i l l i n g  o r  u n a b l e  t o  make any econo mic  i n v e s t m e n t  in t h e  s o i l  wh ich

would  i n c r e a s e  o r  p e r p e t u a t e  i t s  f e r t i l i t y ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  " m in e"  t h e  s o i l

59in  o r d e r  t o  m aximize  p r o f i t s  on  t h e  most  s h o r t  te rm  b a s i s .

W e s te rn  Oklahoma

As we have s e e n  f rom  o u r  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  f o r  

w e s t e r n  Oklahoma ( s e e  T a b l e  9 a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  by c o u n t y  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1910,  1912 and 191** 

in  T a b l e s  5 “9) t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  was mos t  

h e a v i l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  in  p o r t i o n s  o f  b o t h  t h e  wheat  and t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t s .

In t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  two v a r i a b l e s  which most  a c c o u n t  

f o r  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in t h e  v o t e  w e re  p r i m a r i l y  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  econ om ic  

p r o s p e r i t y  o f  f a r m s  p e r  c o u n t y .  In 1910 t h e  v a r i a b l e  " a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  

fa rm  p r o p e r t y  p e r  c o u n t y "  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  22-25% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e s ,  w h i l e  i n  1912 and 191** t h e  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a b l e  

becomes " v a l u e  o f  d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  s o l d  p e r  c o u n t y . "  T h i s  

l a t t e r  v a r i a b l e  a c c o u n t s  f o r  bet w een  38 and **0% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  i n  t h e s e  two y e a r s .  As we h ave  s e e n  t h e  two v a r i a b l e s ,  

" a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  f a rm  p r o p e r t y  p e r  c o u n t y "  and " v a l u e  o f  d a i r y  and 

p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  s o l d  p e r  c o u n t y "  w e re  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  r e l a t e d  t o  e a c h  

o t h e r  on a s t a t e w i d e  b a s i s  (+ .8 7 1 3 )*  In w e s t e r n  Oklahoma t h a t  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p  r e m a i n s  s t r o n g  ( + . 7 7 2 0 ) .  T h u s ,  i t  seems p l a u s i b l e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  

b o t h  do  i n d eed  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  same t h e o r e t i c a l  p h e n o m e n o n - - a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o s p e r i t y .

59U .S .  Commission on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  p .  9153.
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In t h e  e l e c t i o n s  u n d e r  s t u d y  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  f a rm s  r e p o r t i n g  

m o r t g a g e s  i s  t h e  s econd  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  in  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .  In t h e  1910 G u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  t h i s  f a c t o r  o n l y  

a c c o u n t s  f o r  6% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e ;  in  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  5% 

o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  In 1912,  ho weve r ,  a s  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  i n c r e a s e d ,  

t h i s  jumped t o  11%. In 1914,  a s  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  i n c r e a s e d  o nce  

a g a i n ,  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  21 an d 23% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  t h e  G u b e r n a t o r i a l  and C o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s .  The 

i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  f a c t o r  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  v a r i a n c e  

in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  f rom 1910 t o  1914 may be a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by a r a p i d  

i n c r e a s e  o f  m o r t g a g e  f o r e c l o s u r e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However,  we 

h ave  no d a t a  t o  e i t h e r  c o n f i r m  o r  d i s c o n f i r m  s u ch  a h y p o t h e s i s .

A ga in  we must  a s k ,  a s  we d i d  f o r  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma,  what  do o u r  

r e s u l t s  r e f l e c t  in  t e r m s  o f  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s ?

Land T e n u r e

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  in  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  Oklahoma a h i g h  d e g r e e  

o f  t e n a n t r y  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  v a r i a n c e  

in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  

t e n a n t r y  t o  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  i s  n o t  a f u n c t i o n  

o f  a d i s t o r t i n g  e f f e c t  p ro d u c ed  by t r e a t i n g  t h e  two s e p a r a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

r e g i o n s ,  t h e  c o t t o n  and w h e a t  b e l t ,  a s  o n e .  I f  we lo o k  s e p a r a t e l y  a t  t h e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  be tw een  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t e n a n t r y  and t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in 

t h e  w h e a t  and t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t  we c a n  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tw een  t h e  two f a c t o r s  in t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t .  T h e r e  i s  a s l i g h t l y  n e g a t i v e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet w een  them in  t h e  w h ea t  b e l t .
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( T a b le  14) P e r c e n t  o f  T e n a n t r y

S o u th w e s t  C o t t o n  B e l t  N o r t h w e s t  Wheat B e l t

S o c i a l i s t  
Vote

1910 Gov - . 0 9 7 3  - . 2 7 2 8
Cong - . 0 9 4 5  - . 2 3 9 1

1912 P r e s  - . 1 7 0 3  - . 3 2 1 2

1914 Gov - . 0 6 1 8  - . 2 0 7 4
Cong - . 0 9 8 7  - . 1 9 8 2

( S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  5% l e v e l  .468 
a t  t h e  1% l e v e l  .590)

We saw in  C h a p t e r  I I I  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in  t e n a n t r y  f rom 1889 t o  1910 

had been  much more  r a p i d  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma t h a n  i n c r e a s e s  in  o t h e r  

c o m p a r a b l e  s t a t e s  f o r  t h e  same p e r i o d .  Y e t ,  i t  i s  n o t  in  c o u n t i e s  w here  

t h e  r a t e  o f  t e n a n t r y  i s  h i g h e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  S o c i a l i s t  

e l e c t o r a l  s t r e n g t h .

In w e s t e r n  Oklahoma,  a s  opp o sed  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

o f  f a rm s  in  1910 w e re  owned (62%).  (The c o m p a r a b l e  f i g u r e  f o r  e a s t e r n  

Oklahoma was 28%.) F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a s  we w i l l  remember ,  t h e  t e n a n t r y  r a t e  

d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy as  i t  d i d  in

e a s t e r n  Oklahoma,  ev en in  t h e  c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n .  In w e s t e r n

Oklahoma t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  l and  had been t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

h o m e s t e a d i n g .  Th us ,  a t e n a n t  f a r m e r  m ost  l i k e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a h o m e s t e a d e r  

who had " p r o v e d  up"  and was now r e n t i n g  h i s  l an d  t o  a n o t h e r  o p e r a t o r  o r  

on e  who had l o s t  h i s  l and  by d e f a u l t i n g  on h i s  m o r t g a g e  and had become 

a  t e n a n t  h i m s e l f .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t e n a n t r y  r a t e  o f  38%, t h e  p e r c e n t

o f  owned fa rm s  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma r e p o r t i n g  m o r t g a g e s  was 47%. T h u s ,  we

s e e  t h a t  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  a l l  t h e  owned fa rm s  w e re  m o r t g a g e d ;  a b o u t  70% o f
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a l l  t h e  f a r m s  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma in  1910 we re  e i t h e r  o p e r a t e d  by 

t e n a n t s ,  o r  had l i e n s  a g a i n s t  them.  When we c o n s i d e r  t h a t  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  

f a r m s t e a d s  in  wha t  was f o r m e r l y  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  o n l y  t w e n t y  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  t h a t  w e re  p r e s u m a b ly  d e s t i n e d  t o  be owned f r e e  and c l e a r ,  t h e  r a t e  

a t  w h ich  t h e s e  " f a r m  homes" w e re  b e i n g  l o s t  o r  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  

o f  f i n a n c i e r s  seems enorm ous .  T hese  f i g u r e s  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  

o f  W. L. Thurman,  a S o c i a l i s t  " c i r c u i t  r i d e r , "  who t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  Walsh 

Commission in  1915 t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  75% o f  t h e  f a rm  o p e r a t o r s  in 

Oklahoma had e i t h e r  l o s t  t h e i r  homes and become t e n a n t s ,  o r  w e re  in  t h e  

p r o c e s s  o f  l o s i n g  them t h r o u g h  m o r t g a g e  f o r e c l o s u r e s . ^

I t  a p p e a r s  f rom t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  

in  t h e  c o u n t i e s  w he re  t h e  f a rm s  w e re  p o o r e s t ,  t h e  c o u n t i e s  w h ich  had 

t h e  l o w e s t  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  f a r m  p r o p e r t y  ( o r  t h e  l o w e s t  v a l u e  s o l d  in 

d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s ) ,  and t h e  c o u n t i e s  w he re  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t  

o f  f a rm s  w e re  m o r t g a g e d ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  

was f o r t h c o m i n g .  The q u e s t i o n  we m u s t  now a s k  i s  what  was t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e s e  r e s u l t s .  S i n c e  m o r t g a g e s  and p o o r  f a r m e r s  seems 

t o  " g o  t o g e t h e r "  i n t u i t i v e l y ,  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  w h ich  s u g g e s t s  i t s e l f  i s  

t h a t  t h e  p o o r  f a r m e r s  who we re  l o s i n g  t h e i r  homes w e re  most  l i k e l y  t o  

v o t e  S o c i a l i s t . ^ *  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  seems p l a u s i b l e  i t  i s  o n l y  

p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  I t  i s  b o th  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and s t r u c t u r a l l y  i n c o m p l e t e .

We w i l l  remember f rom t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r  t h a t  t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r s  who 

e n t e r e d  Oklahoma w ere  l i k e l y  t o  be  p o o r .  We a l s o  a r g u e d  in  C h a p t e r  3 t h a t

^ U . S .  Commiss ion on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  Thurman t e s t i m o n y ,  p .
9159.

^ M e r e d i t h ,  p .  110.
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t h a t  f a r m in g  on t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  was an e n t e r p r i s e  t h a t  r e q u i r e d

c a p i t a l .  T h u s ,  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  much c a p i t a l  w e re  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be

e c o n o m i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  even  when t h e  la nd  was p r e s u m a b ly  f r e e .

We have a l s o  s e e n  t h a t  on e  o f  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r i s k s  t h a t  t h e  p i o n e e r s

who s e t t l e d  t h e  West w e re  s u b j e c t e d  t o  was t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  c a s h  and t h e

p o t e n t i a l  o f  m o r t g a g e  i n d e b t e d n e s s  and f o r e c l o s u r e .  I t  seems p l a u s i b l e

t h a t  f a r m e r s  who s t a r t e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no c a s h  would  be f o r c e d  t o

i n c u r  i n d e b t e d n e s s ,  v i a  t h e  m o r t g a g e .  On t h e  W e s te r n  Oklahoma f r o n t i e r ,

a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  need f o r  c a s h  was i n t e n s e .  A ng ie  Debo,  w r i t e s  o f

a " t y p i c a l "  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma w h e a t  b e l t  t o w n s h i p ,

. . .  a s  soon a s  t h e  s e t t l e r s  r e c e i v e d  t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  
land  t h e y  had a  new b a s i s  f o r  c r e d i t .  A l l  b u t  s i x  
o f  t h e  136 h o m e s t e a d e r s  in  P r a i r i e  t o w n s h i p  p ro v e d  
up . . . ; o f  t h i s  number 73 m o r tg a g e d  t h e i r  f a rm s  
a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y . ^ 2

Debo s a y s  t h a t  53$ o f  t h e  f a r m e r s  who " p r o v e d  up" m o r t a g e d  t h e i r  f a r m s .

T h i s  f i g u r e ,  53$,  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r a t e  o f  m o r t g a g e s

in 1910 t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  w h ea t  b e l t  ( a b o u t  5 0 $ ) .

I f ,  h ow ever ,  we com pare  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  m o r t g a g e d  f a rm s  in

w e s t e r n  Oklahoma w i t h  t h e  same f i g u r e s  f o r  Kansas  and N e b ra s k a  we f i n d

o n l y  s m a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s  among them.

( T a b le  15) P e r c e n t  o f  Farms R e p o r t i n g  M o r tg a g e s

K ansa s—
N e b r a s k a — 39$
W. Oklahoma— *»7$

S o u r c e :  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  (1910) A g r i c u l t u r e , V o l s .  6 £ 7 ,  R e p o r t s  by S t a t e .

62A ngie  Debo, P r a i r i e  C i t y :  H i s t o r y  o f  an  Amer ican Community (New 
York:  A l f r e d  Knopf,  19****), p .  63 .
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In a d d i t i o n ,  i f  we c a l c u l a t e  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f a rm s  in  t h e  t h r e e  s t a t e s  

w hich  a r e  e i t h e r  o p e r a t e d  by t e n a n t s  o r  r e p o r t  m o r t g a g e s  we do n o t  f i n d  

i n o r d i n a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  among them.

( T a b le  15 ) P e r c e n t  o f  Farms n o t  Owned F r e e  & C l e a r

a -  T o t a l  P e r c e n t  T en a n t% T e n a n t r y  % o f  Owned Farms ----- -— r ----------------------------u  ----------------------------------  o r  Mor tgaged Farms

W e s te rn  Oklahoma 38% 47% 67%
Kansas  37% 44% 65%
N e b ra s k a  38% 39% 62%

S o u r c e :  C a l c u l a t e d  f rom  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  Su p p le m e n t  f o r  Oklahoma
S t a t i s t i c s  on A g r i c u l t u r e , pp .  6 4 2 - 4 9 .

I t  d o es  n o t  seem l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  bet w een  t h e s e  s t a t e s  in  t e rm s  

o f  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  f a rm s  w h ich  w e re  n o t  owned f r e e  and c l e a r  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

enough t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  t h e  s t a t e s  

u n d e r  s t u d y .  In t h e  1912 P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  f o r
C o

Debs was 7*33% in  K a nsa s ,  4.08% in  N e b r a s k a ,  w h i l e  in  W e s t e r n  Oklahoma

i t  was 15.54%.  Y e t ,  we must  s t i l l  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  m o r t g a g e s  p e r  c o u n t y  in e x p l a i n i n g  such  

a l a r g e  d e g r e e  o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma.  

Were t h e  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  more e c o n o m i c a l l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t h a n  t h e i r  

c o u n t e r p a r t s  in  Kansas  and N e b r a s k a ?  I f  s o ,  wh at  c o u l d  h ave  c r e a t e d  t h i s  

s p e c i a l  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  and how m ig h t  i t  h av e  been  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e ?

The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  

b e g i n s  t o  become a p p a r e n t  when we com pare  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  f a rm

63
Svend P e t e r s e n ,  A S t a t i s t i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Amer ican  P r e s i d e n t i a l  

E l e c t  i o n s  (New York:  F r e d e r i c k  Ungar  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1963) ,  P- 79-
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p r o p e r t y  o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma w i t h  t h e  same f i g u r e s  f o r  Kansas  and 

N e b r a s k a .

( T a b l e  16) A v e rag e  V a lu e  o f  A l l  Farm P r o p e r t y

Kansas  $11 ,467
Ne b ra sk a  16 ,038
W es te rn  Oklahoma 6 ,3 8 5

Wheat B e l t  7 ,0 5 7
C o t t o n  B e l t  5 , 7 0 0

S o u rc e :  C a l c u l a t e d  f rom T h i r t e e n t h  Census  (1910) A g r i c u l t u r e , V o l s .  6 & 7.

As we s e e  f rom  T a b l e  16 t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  p r o p e r t y  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma 

i s  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  h a l f  (56%) o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  f a rm  p r o p e r t y  in 

K a n sa s ,  and s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  (39.8%) t h a n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  f a rm  p r o p e r t y  in  

N e b r a s k a .  In t h e  w he at  b e l t  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  p r o p e r t y  i s  s l i g h t l y  

g r e a t e r  t h a n  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma a s  a  w h o l e ,  y e t  i t  i s  n o t  a s  l a r g e  

a s  in  Kansas  o r  N e b r a s k a .  In t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  

p r o p e r t y  i s  s l i g h t l y  s m a l l e r  t h a n  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma a s  a w h o le .

A l th o u g h  t h e s e  l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  bet w een  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma and 

t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  can be a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t o  some e x t e n t  by t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  

in  t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  farm ( s m a l l e r  f a rm s  on l a n d  o f  l e s s  v a l u e  makes 

f o r  a s m a l l e r  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  lan d p e r  fa rm )  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  improvements  

and t h u s  t h e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  on w e s t e r n  Oklahoma fa rm s  was s m a l l e r  

a s  w e l l .  T h i s  we c a n  s e e  f rom t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e .

( T a b le  17) Ave ra ge  A c r e a g e  A ve ra ge  V a lu e  A v e r .  Va lue  A v e r .  C a p i t a l
p e r  Farm Farm Land P e r  Land P e r  Farm I n v e s tm e n t  p e r

A cre  Farm

Kansas  244 $ 3 5 . 4 5  $ 8 , 6 5 0  $ 2 ,8 1 7
Ne b ra sk a  298 4 1 . 8 0  12,1*56 3 , 5 8 2
W, Oklahoma 195 2 4 . 9 6  4 , 2 2 7  2 , 1 5 8

Wheat  B e l t  219 25 .81 5 , 6 5 2  1 ,405
C o t t o n  B e l t  160 2 7 . 5 2  4 , 4 0 3  1 ,297

S o u r c e :  C a l c u l a t e d  f rom T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  A g r i c u l t u r e , V o l s .  6 S 7
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We ca n  s e e  t h a t  fa rm s  in  W e s te rn  Oklahoma,  b o t h  in  t h e  c o t t o n  and t h e

64w h e a t  b e l t ,  a r e  s m a l l e r  t h a n  f a r m s  in  Kansas  and N e b r a s k a .  Farms in 

Wes te rn  Oklahoma a r e  a l s o  s i t u a t e d  on what  i s ,  on  t h e  w h o l e ,  l e s s  

v a l u a b l e  s o i l  t h a n  in  t h e  o t h e r  two s t a t e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

t h e  p r o p e r t y  ( a s i d e  from t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  l an d )  i s  lower  in  W es te rn  

Oklahoma t h a n  in  t h e  o t h e r  two s t a t e s .  When we compare  W es te rn  Oklahoma 

t o  Kansas  and N e b r a s k a ,  we c a n  s e e  t h a t  from s e v e r a l  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h e  fa rm s  

in  t h e  two n o r t h e r l y  s t a t e s  w e re  more p r o s p e r o u s .  In Kansas and 

N ebra ska  l a r g e r  f a rm s  w e re  on b e t t e r  s o i l  and on t h e  a v e r a g e  had 

im provement s  w hich  r e p r e s e n t e d  a h i g h e r  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t .  T h i s  i s  

e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  when we compare  Kansas  and N e b ra s k a  t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o f  

t h e  W e s te rn  Oklahoma c o t t o n  b e l t .  More s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  ho w ever ,  i t  was 

a l s o  t r u e  f o r  t h e  w h ea t  b e l t ,  a r e g i o n  w hi ch  was more  s i m i l a r  t h a n  t h e  

c o t t o n  b e l t  o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  was 

p r a c t i c e d  in  Kansas  and N e b r a s k a .

I t  seems t h a t  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  l i k e l y  t o  have 

s t a r t e d  o u t  l e s s  a f f l u e n t  t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  in  Kansas  and N e b r a s k a ,  

b u t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n  u n d e r  w hi ch  t h e y  l a b o r e d ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  

o f  t h e  s o i l ,  seems t o  h av e  bee n  l e s s  p r o m i s i n g .  On t h e  p o o r e r  s o i l s  

o f  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  c o u l d  n o t  a c h i e v e  t h e  w e a l t h  t o  buy a s  much

^*The w h ea t  b e l t  an d c o t t o n  b e l t  do n o t  c o m p r i s e  a l l  o f  w e s t e r n  
Oklahoma.  T h u s ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  p e r  farm in  b o t h  o f  
t h e s e  r e g i o n s  i s  l o w er  t h a n  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma a s  a w h o le .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  p e r  fa rm  in  t h e  more d i v e r s i f i e d  
r e g i o n s  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma a s  a  w h o l e .  The v a l u e  o f  t h e  
l a n d  in  t h e  c a s h  c r o p  commodi ty  b e l t s  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  in  Oklahoma a s  a whole  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  a r e a s  o f  h i g h  e x p l o i t a b i l i t y  b u t  low r e t u r n s .
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l an d  o r  improve  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s  a n d / o r  e q u ip m e n t  t o  t h e  same 

e x t e n t  t h a t  Kansas  and N e b ra s k a  f a r m e r s  c o u l d .

M o r tg ag e s

A farm m o r t g a g e ,  we must  r e m e m b e r , i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom s h o r t - t e r m  

o r  s e a s o n a l  c r e d i t .  I t  i s  t a k e n  o u t  o v e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w i t h  r e a l  e s t a t e

6
a s  c o l l a t e r a l  and u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e s  a much lower  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  p e r  annum. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a m o r t g a g e  on a farm d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s  r e p r e s e n t  c r e d i t  w hich  

i s  f i n a n c i a l l y  unsound .  In f a c t ,  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  

owned fa rm s  w h ich  r e p o r t e d  m o r t g a g e s  and t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  fa rm  

p r o p e r t y  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma in  1910 i s  r e l a t i v e l y  weak ( + . 2 0 1 6 ) .

T h u s ,  many p r o s p e r o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  po o r  f a r m e r s  p r o b a b l y  had m o r t g a g e s  

t o  ex pand  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  and t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  p r o f i t s  in  t h e  long r u n .  

A s t u d y  o f  m o r t g a g e  c r e d i t  in  t h e  Oklahoma c o t t o n  b e l t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

92% o f  a l l  m o r t g a g e  l o a n s  in  t h e  c o t t o n  g ro w in g  r e g i o n s  w e re  u sed  t o  buy 

l a n d . ^  S h o r t  t e r m  c r e d i t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  was most  f r e q u e n t l y  s p e n t  

on l i v i n g  e x p e n s e s .

As we h ave  s e e n ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  who came t o  t h e  

new T e r r i t o r y  a s  h o m e s t e a d e r s  t o  s e t t l e  on t h e  f r e e  l and  we re  l i k e l y  t o  

be p o o r .  Those  who had l i t t l e  c a s h  c o u l d ,  in Oklahoma,  a s  o p p o s ed  t o  

s t a t e s  l i k e  Kansas  and N e b r a s k a ,  hope t o  become fa rm  ow ne rs  b e c a u s e  t h e  

land was f r e e .  Becaus e  i t  was o b t a i n a b l e  t o  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  c a s h  two 

r e s u l t s  em erged .

^ " C r e d i t  P ro b lem s  o f  Oklahoma C o t t o n  F a r m e r s , "  p .  13.

6 6 1 b i d . ,  p .  15.
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1. More " c a s h l e s s "  f a m i l i e s  s e t t l e d  t h e  l and  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e .

2 .  More n o n - p r o d u c t i v e  l an d  was s e t t l e d  w h ich  would  n o t  have

bee n had a  p u r c h a s e  p r i c e  been  n e c e s s i t a t e d .

I t  may be  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  farm land  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma was 

lower  t h a n  in  Kansas  and N e b ra sk a  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  la nd  was i n h e r e n t l y  

l e s s  p r o d u c t i v e ,  b u t  a l s o ,  b e c a u s e  more u n p r o d u c t i v e  l and  was l i k e l y  t o  

have  been  s e t t l e d .  Only by a b o u t  1902 was most  o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma 

b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h e  p low.  As ca n  be  s e e n  f rom a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  F i g u r e  13 

w i t h  F i g u r e  14 and 15,  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  l an d  o p e n i n g s  f rom 1889 t o  1902 

p r o c e e d e d  more o r  l e s s  f rom n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  w i t h  t e r r i t o r i e s  numbers 13 

and 14 op ened a f t e r  t h e  more n o r t h e r l y  o n e s .  S e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  

d i r e c t l y  f o l l o w  t h e  lan d  o p e n i n g s  b u t  p r o c e e d e d  more o r  l e s s  f rom e a s t  

t o  w e s t  ( s e e  F i g u r e s  8 and 9 ) •  I f  we t h a n  com pare  f i g u r e s  8 and 9 w i t h  

F i g u r e  12 we can s e e  t h a t  t h e  more  v a l u a b l e  l and  was s e t t l e d  f i r s t  w h i l e  

t h e  d r y e r ,  l e s s  v a l u a b l e  n o r t h w e s t  was s e t t l e d  o n l y  when t h e  b e t t e r  

land was a l r e a d y  o c c u p i e d .

A l th o u g h  t h e  l e a s t  f e r t i l e  c o u n t i e s  we re  n o t  op ened t o  s e t t l e ­

ment  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  t h e y  w e re  o n l y  h o m es teaded  a f t e r  t h e  l and  f u r t h e r  

t o  t h e  e a s t  ( w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  r a i n f a l l  t o  grow c r o p s )  was a l r e a d y  t a k e n .

Given t h e  p o v e r t y  and t h e  l an d  h u n g e r  o f  t h o s e  who hom es tea ded in  t h e  

Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  i t  seems p l a u s i b l e  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  im p o v e r i s h e d  

f a m i l i e s  would  a c c e p t  t h e  econo mic  r i s k s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  f a r m  t h e  p o o r e r  la nd  r a t h e r  t h a n  move o n ;  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  had l i t t l e  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  I t  was in  t h e  w e s t e r n m o s t  r e g i o n  w he re  r a i n f a l l  was l o w e s t ,  

a s  M e r e d i t h  a r g u e s , ^  t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma was h i g h e s t .

^ M e r e d i t h ,  pp .  4 6 - 4 7 ,  59~60.
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C r e d i t  in  W e s te rn  Oklahoma

Where t h e  la nd  i s  l e a s t  p r o d u c t i v e ,  w he re  r a i n f a l l  f l u c t u a t e s ,

w he re  t h e  f a r m e r s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  c o m p e t i t i v e ,  i n t e r e s t

68
r a t e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be h i g h e r  t h a n  w he re  t h e s e  r i s k s  a r e  n o t  a s  g r e a t .  

W hi le  we have no c o u n t y  d a t a  on t h e  r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t  on m o r t g a g e s  we do 

have  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t  f o r  s h o r t  t e r m ,  s e a s o n a l  l o a n s .  

F i r s t ,  a s  we h av e  s e e n ,  in  1916,  t h e  c o s t  o f  i n t e r e s t  on s h o r t  t e rm  c r e d i t  

in Oklahoma was t h e  h i g h e s t  o f  any s t a t e  in  t h e  n a t i o n . ^  S e c o n d l y ,  

even  i f  we lo ok  a t  t h e  s t a t e  i n t e r n a l l y  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  

econo mic  r i s k  and c o s t  o f  c r e d i t  seems t o  be c o n f i r m e d .  As we ca n  s e e  

f rom F i g u r e  13 t h e  d i s t r i c t s  w h ich  h ave  t h e  h i g h e s t  a v e r a g e  c o s t  o f  s h o r t  

t e rm  c r e d i t ,  d i s t r i c t s  6 (1 9 .2 % ) ,  8 (16.6%) and 9 (18.2%) a r e  in  t h e  

s h a r e c r o p p i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma.  The r e g i o n s  w h ich  h av e  t h e  

l o w e s t  a v e r a g e  c o s t  o f  s h o r t  t e rm  c r e d i t  in  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  d i s t r i c t s  

2 (11.4%) and 3 ( 11 .5% ) .  T h ese  r e g i o n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  w heat  

c o u n t i e s  o f  G r a n t ,  G a r f i e l d ,  Kay, and N o b le ,  and t h e  d i v e r s i f i e d  f a rm in g  

r e g i o n  o f  n o r t h e a s t  Oklahoma.  Both o f  t h e s e  r e g i o n s  h av e  t h e  s m a l l e s t  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  t h e  s t a t e  ( s e e  F i g u r e s  5_9) •

T h u s ,  i n  r e g i o n s  in  which t h e  s o i l  was u n p r o d u c t i v e  and 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  l e s s  c o n d u c i v e  t o  economic  s u c c e s s ,  econ om ic  

p r o b le m s  w e re  p r o b a b l y  compounded.  Fa rm ers  w i t h  m o r t g a g e s ,  long  t e rm

68
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tm en t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Bui l e t  in #409,

" F a c t o r s  A f f e c t i n g  I n t e r e s t  R a t e s  and O t h e r  C h arg es  on S h o r t - T i m e  Farm 
L o a n s , "  Augus t  2 6 ,  1916,  by C. W. Thompson.

^ A l t h o u g h  s h o r t  t e r m  c r e d i t  was used most  e x t e n s i v e l y  by 
t e n a n t s  i t  was a l s o  u sed  t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  by farm owne rs  w i t h i n  
t h e  Oklahoma c o t t o n  b e l t .  " C r e d i t  P ro b lem s  o f  Oklahoma C o t t o n  F a r m e r s , "  
pp.  13,  15.



■ Figure 15

Average Total Cost 
of loans (includes 
interest and addi­
tional costs)

1 * 14.6*
2 = 11.4*
3 = 11.5*
4 = 16.5*
5 * 16.0*
6 - 19.2*

15,4* 
8 * 16,6* 
9 = 18,2*

Source: United States 
Dept, of Agriculture, 
Bulletin, No, 409, 
“Factors Affecting 
Interest Rates and 
Other Charges on Shor 
Term Farm Loans," C 
W. Thompson, Aug. 26, 
1916, Plate II, p. 5.
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l o a n s ,  were l i k e l y  in p e r i o d s  o f  economic d i s t r e s s ,  t o  tak e  o u t  s h o r t  

term loans  t o  make t h e  y e a r l y  mortgage payment.  F a i l u r e  t o  do so  

meant f o r e c l o s u r e  and l o s s  o f  t h e  farm. Higher i n t e r e s t  c h a r g e s  on 

th e  s h o r t  term c r e d i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  i n c r e a s e  th e  fa r m e r ' s  d e b t ,  f o r c i n g  

him i n t o  more s e r i o u s  economic s t r a i t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y ea r .  Such farmers  

probab ly  l i v e d  in c o n s t a n t  f e a r  o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  farms,  and o f  c o u r s e ,  

t h e i r  s o u r c e  o f  l i v e l i h o o d ,  from y ear  t o  y ea r .

To r e i t e r a t e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Oklahoma homesteaders  who s e t t l e d  

on t h e  f r e e  land o f  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y  were cash  poor.  They were qu ick  

t o  mortgage t h e i r  newly a cqu ir ed  p ro p e r ty  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  c a p i t a l  

requ ired  t o  make t h e i r  farms e c o n o m i c a l l y  p r o f i t a b l e .  For t h o s e  farmers  

s i t u a t e d  in s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n s ,  on good land ,  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  r a i n f a l l ,  

th e  u s e  o f  mortgage c r e d i t  was l i k e l y  t o  have been used t o  t h e i r  economic  

a d v a n ta g e .  For t h o s e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  th e  o p p o s i t e  was l i k e l y  t o  have  

been t h e  c a s e .  For t h o s e  whose p ro p e r t y  was l e s s  v a l u a b l e  (who t h e r e f o r e  

were l e s s  pro sp ero u s  and s o l d  l e s s  d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  p ro d u c t s )  and who 

were in a l e s s  c o m p e t i t i v e  economic p o s i t i o n ,  th e  farm mortgage was 

t h e i r  undoing.

Western Oklahoma— C o n clu s io n s

The poor mortgaged farmers  o f  w e s t er n  Oklahoma do not  appear t o  

be v i c t i m s  o f  a labor  r e p r e s s i v e  s y s tem  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Here,  we are  

d e a l i n g  w i th  a c o n s t i t u e n c y  o f  yeoman fa r m er s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  producers  

who, b e ing  f r e e h o l d e r s ,  had l i t t l e  or  no economic r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a 

f u n c t i o n a l  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  a g e n t r y ,  a c l a s s  o f  l a n d l o r d s .  The e x t r a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  fa r m e r ' s  "su rp lu s"  occurred  a t  two major p o i n t s  o f  exchange;  th e  

l o c a l  g r a i n  and c o t t o n  merchant t o  whom he s o l d  h i s  cash  c r o p ,  and h i s
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c r e d i t o r s .  His economic v i c t i m i z a t i o n  was p a r t l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  

being in a l e s s  c o m p e t i t i v e  p o s i t i o n  than t h e  f r e e h o l d e r s  on th e  more 

p r o d u c t i v e  s o i l s  o f  Western Oklahoma, Kansas ,  and Nebraska; a r e s u l t  o f  

h i s  o r i g i n a l  p o v e r t y  and t h e  way in which w e s t ern  Oklahoma was s e t t l e d .

East S West— T h e o r e t i c a l  Convergences

We have found t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Party  o f  Oklahoma made a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  e l e c t o r a l  appeal  t o  th e  w e s t e r n  yeoman fa r m er s ,  a s  w e l l  as  

t o  t h e  sh a r e c r o p p e r s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma; two s ee m in g ly  d i f f e r e n t  

c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  These  r e s u l t s  a r e  both s u r p r i s i n g  and s i g n i f i c a n t  in the  

l i g h t  o f  c u r r e n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  d e b a t e s  in th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on p easa nt  and 

a g r a r ia n  r a d i c a l i s m .  Wolf and L i p s e t  have argued t h a t  i t  i s  the  

a g r a r i a n s  o f  m iddl ing  economic and s o c i a l  s t a t u s  which a r e  most l i k e l y  

t o  e s p o u s e  a g r a r ia n  p r o t e s t  movements.  L i p s e t  in h i s  Agrarian S o c i a l i s m  

has argued t h a t  t h r e e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  in Saskatchewan were  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  farm er s'  e l e c t o r a l  supp ort  f o r  th e  C o o p e r a t iv e  Common 

w e a l t h  F e d e r a t i o n .  The se  far mer s:

1. were l i k e l y  t o  be more " t i e d  in t o "  t h e  cash  crop  conmodity  

market ,  were l e s s  d i v e r s i f i e d  and t h u s ,  l e s s  " s h e l t e r e d "  from 

t h e  economic p i t f a l l s  (n a tu ra l  d i s a s t e r ,  p r i c e  f l u c t u a t i o n s )  o f  

i n t e n s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .

2 .  were l i k e l y  t o  have more e x t e n s i v e  a c r e a g e s  c u l t i v a t e d  in 

w h ea t .

3 .  were l i k e l y  t o  be t h e  more prosperous  fa rm ers .

S imple  c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  l a s t  two o f

L i p s e t ' s  h y p o t h e s e s  were not  conf irmed in w e s t e r n  Oklahoma. I f  we look
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a t  t h e  w h ea t  b e l t  and c o t t o n  b e l t  s e p a r a t e l y  we f i n d  t h a t  in n e i t h e r

r e g i o n  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m a j o r  c a s h  c r o p  commodi ty  in  c u l t i v a t i o n .

( T a b le  18) P e r c e n t  A c r e a g e  in C o t t o n
( S o u th w e s t  C o t t o n  B e l t )

S o c i a l i  s t  Repub1 i c a n  D e m o c r a t i c

1910 Gov .1803 - . 5 4 5 9  .5361
Cong .2215  - . 5 7 2 0  .5956

1912 P r e s  .3518 - . 5 7 9 9  .491 8

1914 Gov .411 3 - . 5 3 7 1  .452 9
Cong . 3649  - . 4 2 8 7  .28 08

The r e a d e r  w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  D e m o c ra t i c  v o t i n g  i s  more  h i g h l y  r e l a t e d  t o

t h e  e x t e n t  o f  c o t t o n  in  c u l t i v a t i o n  t h a n  i s  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g .  L o y a l t y

t o  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e

in  t h e  S o u th .  As we ca n  s e e  f rom T a b l e  19 i t  i s  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  v o t e  in

t h e  n o r t h w e s t  w h e a t  b e l t  w hi ch  i s  most  s t r o n g l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e

w heat  f a r m i n g .  The Kansas  w h ea t  b e l t ,  on w hich  t h e s e  c o u n t i e s  b o r d e r ,

has  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  had s t r o n g  R e p u b l i c a n  l o y a l t i e s .  T h i s  l o y a l t y  seems t o

be d u p l i c a t e d  in  t h e s e  c o n t i g u o u s  Oklahoma w heat  c o u n t i e s .

( T a b le  19) P e r c e n t  A c re a g e  in  Wheat
(N o r t h w e s t  Wneat B e l t )

S o c i a l i  s t  Repu b1i c a n  D e m o c ra t i c

1910 Gov - . 3 2 8 8  .6156  - . 4 1 7 6
Cong - . 3 1 8 7  -5518 - . 2 8 2 2

1912 P r e s  - . 4 5 2 2  . 7 4 0 2  - . 3 9 3 7

1914 Gov - . 4 0 6 0  .4963  - . 2 4 5 5
Cong - . 4 2 9 9  .6 3 8 3  - . 2 0 2 0
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I f  we lo o k  a t  t h e s e  two c a s h  c r o p  commodity r e g i o n s  s e p a r a t e l y  a g a i n  

we a l s o  f i n d  t h a t  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s  a r e  a l s o  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y .  The D e m o c r a t i c  and R e p u b l i c a n  

v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s  show no r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  f a rm  

p r o p e r t y .

( T a b le  20) A ve ra ge  V a lu e  Farm P r o p e r t y
( S o u th w e s t  C o t t o n  B e l t )

Soc i a i s t  R e p u b l i c a n  Democrat  i c

1910 Gov - . 4 6 8 1  .02 97  .1609
Cong - . 4 6 5 3  .1041 .0624

1912 P r e s  - . 4 5 2 5  .0 8 5 8  .1563

1914 Gov - . 3 0 5 6  . 2 0 4 7  .0263
Cong - . 2 2 5 0  .0604  .1673

(T a b le  21) A v e rag e  V a lu e  Farm P r o p e r t y
( N o r th w e s t  Wheat B e l t )

S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b l i  can  Democrat  i c

1910 Gov -5771 +4597 -0397
Cong -5 3 4 6  +3996 +0692

1912 P r e s  -7 0 8 9  +4490 +1586

1914 Gov -5831 +4580 +0935
Cong -5 6 9 0  +2789 +3162

In t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  w h ea t  b e l t  t h e r e  i s  a d e f i n i t i v e  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  and R e p u b l i c a n  v o t i n g .  As a l r e a d y  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  by o u r  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  

l e a s t  p r o s p e r o u s  f a r m e r s  a r e  v o t i n g  S o c i a l i s t .

Even th ough  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i t  was t h e  l e a s t  p r o s p e r o u s  f a r m e r s ,  

who had t h e  l e a s t  e x t e n s i v e  a c r e a g e  p l a n t e d  in  c a s h  c r o p s ,  who v o t e d  

S o c i a l i s t  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma,  L i p s e t ' s  f i r s t  h y p o t h e s i s  seems t o  be 

c o n f i r m e d  h e r e .  T h e s e  f a r m e r s  do seem t o  h av e  been e x t e n s i v e l y  " t i e d  i n t o "  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  commodi ty  m a r k e t s .  I f  we t a k e  t h e  i n d i c a t o r ,
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" v a l u e  o f  d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  s o l d "  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  

whi ch  f a r m e r s  d i v e r s i f i e d  in  o r d e r  t o  have s u p p l e m e n t a r y  a c c e s s  t o  s o u r c e s  

o f  c a s h , w e  s e e  t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n s  in  w h ich  t h e  l e a s t  income i s  d e r i v e d  f rom 

t h e  s a l e  o f  d a i r y  and p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  p r o v i d e s  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  

o f  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .  T h u s ,  in  W es te rn  Oklahoma,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  

seems t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  e x t e n s i v e  and p r o s p e r o u s  c a s h  c r o p  f a r m i n g  r a t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  r e v e r s e ,  a s  L i p s e t  foun d in  S a s k a t c h e w a n .

E a s t  & West Oklahoma— The S o c i a l i s t  V o t i n g  C o n s t i t u e n c i e s

The a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  who v o t e d  S o c i a l i s t  in  w e s t e r n

Oklahoma w ere  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  " m i d d l i n g  p e a s a n t s "  t h a t  E r i c  Wolf

d e s c r i b e s . ^  They w e re  s m a l l  p r o p e r t y  h o l d e r s  who w ere  mos t  v u l n e r a b l e

t o  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  economy. T h es e  f a r m e r s  w e re  in  a p o s i t i o n

in w hich  t h e y  had a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  l o s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  l and  and t h e i r

homes.  T h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y  d i f f e r e d  f rom t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n

in e a s t e r n  Oklahoma,  w h ich  w a s ,  a s  we h ave  s e e n ,  t h e  p o o r e s t  s t r a t u m

o f  s h a r e c r o p p e r s .  T h i s  p o o r e r  s t r a t u m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s , ^ *

i s  most  l i k e l y  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  b a s e  o f  a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  movements .  I t  i s

a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  u n d e r  w hich  t h e y  l a b o r ,  r a t h e r

t h a n  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  i n t e n s e  p o v e r t y ,  c r e a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l

72
m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .

^ E r i c  W ol f ,  P e a s a n t  Wars o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y , p p .  13,  15-

^ J e f f r e y  P a i g e ,  "A T h eo ry  o f  Rura l  C l a s s  R e l a t i o n s , "  a p a p e r  
p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  ASA, New O r l e a n s ,  Aug. 1972;  A r t h u r  
L. S t i n c h c o m b e ,  " A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n t e r p r i s e  and Rura l  C l a s s  R e l a t i o n s , "  AJS 67 
( 1 9 6 1 - 6 2 ) ,  pp .  16 5 -7 6 ;  Mao T s e - T u n g ,  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  C l a s s e s  in  C h i n e s e  
S o c i e t y  ( P e k i n g :  P ek in g  F o r e i g n  Language P r e s s ,  1967 ) ;  Z a g o r i a .

72
T h e s e  phenomena w i l l  be e x p l o r e d  in  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .
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The S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  i n  t h e  c o t t o n  b e l t  o f  s o u t h e a s t  

Oklahoma a r e  c e r t a i n l y  on a d i f f e r e n t  rung  o f  t h e  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a d d e r "  

t h a n  t h e  yeoman f a r m e r s  o f  W e s te rn  Oklahoma.  They a l s o  seem t o
73

have e x p e r i e n c e d  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  p o v e r t y .  V i n i t a  Thurman,

t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a  S o c i a l i s t  " c i r c u i t  r i d e r " . r e m e m b e r s  h o m e s t e a d in g  a s

a c h i l d  i n  Beckham c o u n t y  some t i m e  in  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .

She r e c a l l s  t h e  i n t e n s e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  f a r m e r .  Her f a t h e r  had

c l a i m e d  a  160 a c r e  t r a c t  on wh ich  t h e  f a m i l y  grew n i n e t y  a c r e s  o f  c o t t o n .

Y e t ,  when I a s k e d  h e r  i f  s h e  e v e r  remembered b e i n g  h u ngry  s h e  r e p l i e d ,

"L o rd  n o ,  we w e re  c a s h  p o o r . "  A n o th e r  o b s e r v e r  o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma
7

S o c i a l i s t  h o m e s t e a d e r s  c o r r o b o r a t e s  t h i s  i m p r e s s i o n .  He w r i t e s  t h a t  

d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  l i v e d  in  d u g o u t s ,  sod h o u s e s  o r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  

f o u r t e e n  by f o u r t e e n  h o m e s t e a d e r  s h a c k s  t h e s e  f a r m e r s  a t  l e a s t  a t e

w e l 1. He w r i t e s ,

P oor  a s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e ,  t h e y  had a t  l e a s t  a 
q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n  o f  d i r t  u n d e r  t h e i r  f e e t .  V i r ­
t u a l l y  a l l  o f  them had cows,  c h i c k e n s ,  h o g s ,  s h e e p ,  
a  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n ,  and had p l a n t e d  some f r u i t  t r e e s .
A l l  t h i s  meant  a b e t t e r  b a l a n c e d  d i e t ,  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  g r e a t e r  e n e r g y  and h i g h e r  d e g r e e  o f  h e a l t h  and 
e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  compared w i t h  t h a t  o f  
t h e  t e n a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ,  . . .

The s h a r e c r o p p e r s  A m er in ge r  d e s c r i b e s  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  way. He w r i t e s ,

I found  t o o t h l e s s  o l d  women w i t h  s u c k i n g  i n f a n t s  
on t h e i r  w i t h e r e d  b r e a s t s .  I fo und  a h o s p i t a b l e  o l d  
h o s t e s s ,  a r o u n d  t h i r t y  o r  l e s s ,  h e r  hands  c o v e r e d  
w i t h  r a n g s  and  ec s z e m a ,  o f f e r i n g  me a b i s c u i t  w i t h  
t h o s e  h a n d s ,  a p o l o g i z i n g  t h a t  h e r  b i s c u i t s  w e r e  n o t  
a s  good a s  s h e  used t o  make b e c a u s e  w i t h  h e r  s o r e

73 P e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  V i n i t a  Thurman,  P u t n e y ,  Verm on t ,  Summer
1974.

74 O sc a r  A m e r in g e r ,  I f  You D o n ' t  Weaken, pp .  2 6 1 -6 2 .
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hand s h e  no l o n g e r  c o u ld  knead t h e  dough a s  i t  
o u g h t  t o  be .  I saw y o u n g s t e r s  e m a c i a t e d  by h o o k ­
worms, m a l n u t r i t i o n  and p e l l a g r a ,  who had l o s t  
t h e i r  sec o n d  t e e t h  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e re  t w e n t y  y e a r s  
o l d .

Ameringer d e s c r i b e s  t h e  pover ty  even  f u r t h e r .

Thi s  t h i n g  was too  t e r r i b l e  t o  be t o l e r a t e d .
. . . t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  so  much lower  in  t h e  s c a l e  
o f  l i f e  t h a n  New O r l e a n s  dock  w a l l o p e r s ,  b l a c k  and 
w h i t e ,  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e i r  n i n e - w e e k  s t r i k e .  They 
we re  w o rs e  f e d ,  w o rs e  c l o t h e d ,  w o r s e  h o u s e d ,  more 
i l l i t e r a t e  t h a n  t h e  C h icago  p a c k i n g  h o u s e  wops ( s i c )  
and bohuns  ( s i c )  Upton S i n c l a i r  d e s c r i b e d  in  h i s  
The J u n g l e . . . . The Oklahoma f a r m e r s '  l i v i n g  
s t a n d a r d  was s o  f a r  be low t h a t  o f  t h e  s w e a t s h o p  
w o r k e r s  o f  t h e  New York e a s t  s i d e  . . . t h a t
c o m p a r i s o n  c o u l d  n o t  be t h o u g h t  o f . 75

T his  a b j e c t  p o v e r t y  i s  conf irmed by o t h e r s .

It  was not  a common denominator o f  p o v e r t y ,  a u n i fo r m ly  low

s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g ,  which  d r o v e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t r a t a  o f  Oklahoma

a g r a r i a n s  t o  v o t e  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  t i c k e t .  What,  t h e n ,  was t h e  com m ona l i ty

in  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  b o t h  W e s te rn  f a r m e r s  and S o u t h e a s t e r n  s h a r e c r o p p e r s

w h ich  m o t i v a t e d  b o t h  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  t o  abandon  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r t i e s

in f a v o r  o f  S o c i a l i s m ?

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f a r m e r s  we re

t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  a  l o s s  o f  economic  s t a t u s .  They t o o ,  l i v e d  in  f e a r

o f  l o s i n g  e v e n  t h e  p i t i a b l e  homes t h e y  h a d .  In 1909,  33$ o f  a l l

Oklahoma f a r m e r s ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  any s t a t e  in  t h e  n a t i o n ,

moved t o  d i f f e r e n t  f a r m s . 77 A l th o u g h  no o t h e r  more d e t a i l e d  d a t a  i s

7 5 1 b i d . ,  pp .  232,  233.

76McW il l iams ,  pp .  190 -191.

770k lahoma A S M  S t a t i o n  B u l l e t i n ,  "The Economic and S o c i a l  
A s p e c t s  o f  M o b i l i t y  o f  Oklahoma F a r m e r s , "  by J .  T.  S a n d e r s ,  p .  5.
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a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h a t  y e a r ,  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  g e o g r a p h i c  m o b i l i t y  

78
was made in  1921*. In 1924 i t  was found t h a t  Oklahoma had gone from

f i r s t  t o  f o u r t h  p l a c e  in  t e r m s  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  g e o g r a p h i c  m o b i l i t y  o f

i t s  f a rm  p o p u l a t i o n .  The a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  23% o f

a l l  t h e  c r o p l a n d  in  t h e  s t a t e  changed  hand s  i n  1924.  He w r o t e  t h a t ,

I f  e v e r y  f a r m e r  in  t h e  w ho le  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  
c o u l d  have moved o f f  t h e  fa rm  he  o p e r a t e d ,  a b o u t  
t h e  same amount o f  l and  would  have  ch anged  c a r e ­
t a k e r s  a s  was t h e  c a s e  in  O k lahom a .79

Many o f  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  by t h i s  s t u d y  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma d i d  t h e  m a j o r  p r o p o r t i o n

o f  t h e  moving f r om  fa rm  t o  f a r m .  The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  most  a s s o c i a t e d

w i t h  s h o r t  t e rm  fa rm  t e n u r e  and f r e q u e n t  moving we re  s h a r e c r o p p i n g ,

t e n a n t r y ,  s m a l l  f a r m s ,  low p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  low c r o p  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n ,

low d e g r e e s  o f  p r o p e r t y  a c c u m u l a t i o n ,  and e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  c r e d i t .

The a u t h o r  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a s s e r t s  t h a t  in  1924,

Roughly  s p e a k i n g ,  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  a l l  t e n a n t s  in  t h e  
w ho le  s o u t e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l y i n g  s o u t h e a s t  
o f  S t e p h e n s ,  G a r v i n ,  S e m i n o l e ,  M cI n to s h  and Muskogee 
C o u n t i e s ,  moved,  . . . ®

8}Moving among Oklahoma s h a r e c r o p p e r s  r e p r e s e n t s  econ om ic  f a i l u r e .

F r e q u e n t  moving w a s ,  in  f a c t ,  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  

s y s t e m .  The l a n d l o r d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  l a b o r  f o r c e ,

7 8 l b i d .

7 9 l b i d . , p .  23.

I b i d . , p .  11.

81
T h e r n s t r o m  a l s o  fo und  g e o g r a p h i c  m o b i l i t y  among New En g land  l a b o r e r s  

in  t h e  19 th  c e n t u r y  t o  be  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  econo mic  f a i l u r e  and downward 
m o b i l i t y .  S t e p h e n  T h e r n s t r o m ,  P o v e r t y  S P r o g r e s s  (C am bridg e :  H a rv a rd  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) .
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t r a d i t i o n a l l y  g r a n t e d  h i s  t e n a n t  a l e a s e  on a y e a r  t o  y e a r  b a s i s ,  w i t h

no g u a r a n t e e s  o f  r e n e w a l .  T h u s ,  a t e n a n t  who p r o v e d  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o

t h e  l a n d l o r d  c o u l d  be e a s i l y  made t o  l e a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  C e r t a i n l y

we do n o t  know t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s  which m o t i v a t e d  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  t o  l e a v e

o n e  p l o t  o f  l and  f o r  a n o t h e r ;  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e re  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  by g r e e d y

u n s y m p a t h e t i c  l a n d l o r d s ,  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  l e f t  w i l l i n g l y  in  t h e  hope o f

f i n d i n g  g r e e n e r  p a s t u r e s  e l s e w h e r e .  We do know t h a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  moving
02

i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  econ om ic  d e p r e s s i o n .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

in  l e a n  y e a r s  (when c o t t o n  p r i c e s  w e re  low o r  t h e  w e a t h e r  was bad and 

y i e l d s  w e re  p o o r )  t h e  o m n i p r e s e n t  i n d e b t e d n e s s  and i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  t e n u r e  

l e d  downward on t h e  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a d d e r . "

Convergences  Between East  S West Oklahoma

When we a s k  what  p r e d i s p o s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  in Oklahoma 

b e f o r e  t h e  F i r s t  World War t o  r e j e c t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s

83
and e s p o u s e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  S o c i a l i s m  o n e  c o n c l u s i o n  can be  o f f e r e d .

Both  t h e  p oor  yeomen f a r m e r s  o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma and t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  o f  

t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a p p e a r  t o  h av e  bee n  u n d e r g o i n g  a 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in  t h e i r  econo mic  s t a t u s .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  have 

b een  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b o t h  by t h e  anom alous  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  Oklahoma 

( t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i t s  b e i n g  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n  u n t i l  1890 and t h u s  

s e g r e g a t e d  f rom t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  Amer ican w e s tw a rd  t r e k  u n t i l  t h a t  

y e a r ) ,  and t h e  r a p i d  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  i . e .  t h e  r a p i d  

econo mic  d e v e lo p m e n t .

02
"The Economic and S o c i a l  A s p e c t s  o f  M o b i l i t y  o f  Oklahoma F a r m e r s , "

p .  9.
02

What t h e  mean ing o f  S o c i a l i s m  was f o r  t h e  two c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  u n d e r  
d i s c u s s i o n  in  t e r m s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  and i d e o l o g y  w i l l  be  d e a l t h  w i t h  in 
l a t e r  c h a p t e r s .
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I f  we lo o k  a t  t h e  t e n  s t a t e s  w h i c h ,  Jn 1912, g ave  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  p o p u l a r  v o t e  t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  we d i s c o v e r  

t h a t  t h e s e  w e re  n o t  t h e  s t a t e s  which had p r o v i d e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t  

f o r  P o p u l i s m  more t h a n  a d e c a d e  e a r l i e r .  However,  d u r i n g  t h e  d e c a d e  

1900 t o  1910 t h e s e  s t a t e s  h a d ,  by and l a r g e ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  most  r a p i d  

p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h ,  a c e r t a i n  i n d ex  o f  econo mic  d e v e l o p m e n t .

( T a b l e  22) S o c i a l i s t  Vote  (1912) and P o p u l a t i o n  Growth

S t a t e s  in o r d e r  o f  % o f  % i n c r e a s e  in  p o p u -  S t a t e s  w i t h  10 h i g h e s t
S o c i a l  i s t  v o t e ______________  1 a t  ion  1900" 1910 p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  S o c i a l i s t

(a)
v o t e

1. W a s h in g ton 120.4% 12.43
2 .  Oklahoma 109-7% 16.61
3 .  Idaho 101.3% 11.31
4 .  Nevada 93.4% 16.47
5. N. Dakota 80.8%
6.  N. Mexico 67.6%
7 .  A r i z o n a 66.2% 13.33
8 .  Oregon 62.2% 9 -7 4
9.  C a l i f o r n i a 60.1% 11 .76

10.  Wyoming 57-7%
11. Montana 54.5% 13.64
12. C o l o ra d o 48.0%
13.  S .  Dakota 45.5%
14. F l o r i d a 42.4% 9 . 2 6
IS.  Utah 3 4 . 9 *
34 .  Ohio 14.7% 8 .6 9

S o u r c e :  (a)  T h i r t e e n t h  Census  (1910)  Vo l .  1, P o p u l a t i o n  (b) Svend P e t e r s e n .  A 
S t a t i s t i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  American P r e s i d e n t i a l  E l e c t i o n s  (N .Y . :  Ungar  P u b l i s h i n g

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------C o . , 1 9 6 3 ,
T h i s  f i n d i n g  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s o c i a l  d i s l o c a t i o n  P- 79)

g e n e r a t e d  by r a p i d  economic  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  " i r r u p t i o n  o f  

modern c a p i t a l i s m "  in Hobsbawm's t e r m s ,  may be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p ­

ment o f  r a d i c a l  p r o t e s t .  In Oklahoma,  what  a p p e a r s  t o  be  i m p o r t a n t  f o r
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u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  was n o t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t u s  

l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  As we have  s e e n  two v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  seem t o  have been  most  h e a v i l y  i n v o l v e d .  What 

seems t o  be c r u c i a l  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s , a p r o c e s s  w hich  c r e a t e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  an  a l m o s t  i n d e f i n i t e  downward m o b i l i t y .

Cone 1 us  i o n s

Thus f a r  I have  l o c a t e d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d i c e s  o f  S o c i a l i s t  

v o t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  peak  y e a r s  o f  S o c i a l i s t  s t r e n g t h  in Oklahoma.  I 

have  t r i e d  t o  show t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  f a c t o r s  w e re  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s .  Yet  e v e n  w i t h  

t h e  d i v e r g e n t  h i s t o r i e s  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  fo rms  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e  p r a c t i c e d  in  e a s t  and w e s t  Oklahoma,  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f f e r e d  

f o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  e a c h  r e g i o n  seem t o  r e p r e s e n t  

a s i n g u l a r  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s — t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s '  

ec onomic  s t a t u s  and t h e  i n c r e a s e d  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  t h e i r  l o s i n g  t h e  u s e  and 

o c c u p a n c y  o f  t h e  l a n d .

E a s t e r n  Oklahoma ( I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y )  a p p e a r s  t o  have d e v e lo p e d  

a l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m .  In t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s t a t e ,  t h e  o l d  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  w h ich  had been s e t t l e d  by h o m e s t e a d e r s ,  

t h e  same c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  n o t  p r e s e n t .  In b o t h  r e g i o n s  p o o r  s o i l  in 

c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  a n o n - d i v e r s i f i e d  c a s h - c r o p  

a g r i c u l t u r e  d r o v e  up t h e  c o s t  o f  c r e d i t .  T h u s ,  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  and 

t e n a n t s  fo und  t h e m s e l v e s  on t h e  " l a s t  f r o n t i e r , "  on a l an d  and in  a s o c i e t y  

w h ich  c o u l d  n o t  f u l f i l l  i t s  p r o m i s e ,  b u t  l e d  o n l y  t o  a downward s p i r a l  o f  

e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  i n d e b t e d n e s s .



-  188 -

Chapter V

THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL PREREQUISITES FOR THE 

GENERATION OF SOCIALIST SUPPORT IN OKLAHOMA

In the l a s t  c h a p te r  we t r i e d  to  dem onst ra te  t h a t  d e s p i t e  

h i s t o r i c a l  and s t r u c t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between e a s t e r n  and w e ster n  

Oklahoma, S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s — both w e st ern  yeomen and 

e a s t e r n  s h a r e c r o p p e r s — were b e ing  v i c t i m i z e d  by a s i m i l a r  economic  

p r o c e s s .  The e f f e c t s  o f  m o d er n iza t io n  in the  r a p id ly  d e v e l o p i n g  

s t a t e  seem to  have c r e a t e d  a s i t u a t i o n  in  which both s t r a t a  o f  a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l  pro duc ers  were becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  impoverished .  F u r th er ­

more,  th e  d e c l i n e  in t h e i r  economic c o n d i t i o n  t h re a ten ed  to  d e s t r o y  

even the  tenuous bonds th ey  had to  th e  land in a s eem ing ly  c o n t in uo u s  

downward s p i r a l l i n g  o f  economic l o s s  and in d e b t e d n e s s .  Yet th e  p r o c e s s  

o f  impoverishment i s  by i t s e l f  not  s u f f i c i e n t  to  f u l l y  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  

p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  e s p o u s e  a r a d ic a l  p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n ,  i . e .  abandon 

th e  two t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t o  v o t e  S o c i a l i s t .

In t h i s  c h a p t e r  we w i l l  look a t  th e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  which accompanied th e  economic immizerat ion  o f  t h e s e  

p eo p le  in o r d er  t h a t  we may g e n e r a t e  an und ers ta n d in g  o f  th e  f o r c e s  

which co u ld  acc ount  f o r  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  S o c i a l i s t  Party  in Oklahoma 

during  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Our p o s i t i o n  i s  th a t  economic immizerat ion  i s  

a n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  th e  development  o f  a g ra r ia n  r a d i c a l i s m .
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However ,  ?n a d d i t i o n  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

must d e v e lo p  in t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  b e f o r e  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  

p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  em ergence  and s u p p o r t  o f  a s o c i a l i s t  a l t e r n a t i v e .

Here we w i l l  a g a i n  f o c u s  on t h e  h y p o t h e s e s  o f  B a r r i n g t o n  Moore.

We w i l l  remember f rom C h a p t e r  I t h a t  Moore p o s i t e d  t h r e e

c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m .  T hes e  a r e ,  t o

r e i t e r a t e  b r i e f l y :

1) The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  forms o f  m a r k e t  

a g r i c u l t u r e ,

2) The d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  bonds  be tw een  t h e  

p e a s a n t r y  and t h e  g e n t r y ,  and

3) R a d i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y  among t h e  p e a s a n t r y .

In C h a p t e r  IV we saw t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c o n d i t i o n  was met o n l y  among t h e

s h a r e c r o p p e r s  o f  s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma.  The yeomen f a r m e r s  o f  t h e  

Wes te rn  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  who v o t e d  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  a l t h o u g h  

i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e y  we re  in  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  c o m p e t i t i v e  p o s i t i o n  

t h e n  some o f  t h e i r  more p r o s p e r o u s  yeomen c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  w e re  n o t  t h e  

v i c t i m s  o f  e x p l o i t i n g  l a n d l o r d s .  As farm owners  t h e y  had a somewhat 

g r e a t e r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  econo mic  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f a r m s .  They 

were  n o t  q u i t e  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  wage l a b o r e r s  

a s  we re  t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  o f  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma,  n o r  d i d  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  

t h e  same g r i n d i n g  p o v e r t y .

In t h i s  c h a p t e r  we w i l l  examine t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  M o o r e ' s  sec ond  

and t h i r d  h y p o t h e s e s  f o r  t h e  two S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  g r o u p s  u n d e r  s t u d y .  

F i r s t l y  we w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  f u n c t i o n a l  e q u i v a l e n t s  o f  a more t r a d i t i o n a l
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form o f  g e n t r y  d ev e lo p ed  In both S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  Oklahoma.  

These  were th e  la n d lo rd s  in t h e  s o u t h e a s t  sharecropping  r e g io n  and th e  

bankers and smal l  s c a l e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  in t h e  l o c a l  towns o f  w e s t ern  

Oklahoma. Both o f  t h e s e  two types  o f  p e t t y  c a p i t a l i s t  were l o c a l  

e l i t e s  r a t h e r  than r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  l a r g e  s c a l e  c a p i t a l i s m .  

The ir  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  produc ers  o f  e a s t e r n  and w e ste rn  

Oklahoma was one o f  d i r e c t  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  i . e .  th ey  were d i r e c t l y  and 

v i s i b l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  producers '  s u r p l u s .  Yet  

as modern c a p i t a l i s t s ,  t h e i r  l e g i t i m a t i n g  i d e o l o g y ,  a s  we w i l l  see, di d  

not r e q u i r e  t h a t  th ey  f u l f i l l  any o f  th e  f u n c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  farmers  o f  

l o c a l  e l i t e s  in s t a b l e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s .  Thus,  we w i l l  a r g u e ,  

c l a s s  c o n f l i c t s  between a g r i c u l t u r a l  produc ers  and l o c a l  e l i t e s  were  

g e n e r a t e d ,  in Oklahoma, which were s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  p e a s a n t s  and 

g e n tr y  in m oderniz ing  but t r a d i t i o n a l  pea sa n t  s o c i e t i e s ,  c o n f l i c t s  

which l ed  t o  t h e  produc ers '  su pport  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y .

S econd ly  we w i l l  t r y  t o  show how r a d i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y  was g en era ted  

among th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  produc ers  t h e m s e l v e s .  We w i l l  argue t h a t  the  

id e o l o g y  and th e  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  th e  rural  communit ies  in 

Oklahoma led t o  a s i t u a t i o n  in which t h e  poor a g r i c u l t u r a l  pro duc ers  

were ex c lu d ed  from p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in th e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  farm com­

m u n i t i e s  in which th ey  l i v e d .  Thus,  c l a s s  t e n s i o n s  g e n er a ted  by 

economic and p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  were r e i n f o r c e d  in t h e  d a i l y  l i v e s  

o f  t he  poor farm ers .  The f a i l u r e  o f  t h e s e  p e o p le  t o  c a r v e  o u t  a 

p l a c e  f o r  th e m se l v e s  in t h e i r  communit ies  in c r e a s e d  t h e i r  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  

t o  r e p u d ia t e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic hegemony o f  t h e i r  e x p l o i t e r s .

In o rd er  t o  examine t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i t  i s  a g a in  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x p l o r e
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t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  Oklahoma s e p a r a t e l y .

" P e a s a n t  and G e n t r y "  in Oklahoma — The F a i l u r e  
o f  P o l i t i c a l  L e g i t i m a c y

E a s t e r n  O k i a h o m a - - S h a r e c r o p p e r s  and L a n d l o r d s

The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  comes t o  mind in t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  o f  Oklahoma c o t t o n  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  t o  S o c i a l i s m  i s  t h e  

r e a s o n  o r  r e a s o n s  f o r  S o c i a l i s m ' s  r e l a t i v e  a b s e n c e  among t h e  s h a r e  

c r o p p i n g  f a r m e r s  o f  t h e  Old S o u th .  I f  we look  a t  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

t h e  p o p u l a r  v o t e  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  t h e  1912 P r e s i d e n t i a l  

e l e c t i o n  we f i n d  t h a t  in  none o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  d i d  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  

come anyw here  n e a r  t h a t  o f  Oklahoma.

T a b l e  1. P e r c e n t  o f  S o c i a l i s t  Vote  in S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s — 1912

S t a t e % o f  Popul

Alabama 2.57%
A r k a n s a s 6 . 5 7
G e o r g i a .85
Kentucky 2 . 5 7
L o u i s i a n a 6.61
Mary land 1.72
M i s s i s s i p p i 3 . 1 9
Mi s s o u r i 4 . 0 7
N o r th  C a r o l i n a .05
S o u th  C a r o l i n a .33
T e n n e s s e e 1 .3 8
Texas 8 . 4 4
Vi r g i n i  a .60
West V i r g i n i a 5 . 7 0

Oklahoma 16.61

S o u r c e :  Svend P e t e r s e n ,  A S t a t i s t i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Amer ican P r e s i d e n t i a l  
E l e c t i o n s  (New York:  F r e d e r i c k  Ungar P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1 9 6 3 ) ,
p .  79 .

C e r t a i n l y  t h i s  d a t a  g i v e s  a v e r y  p o o r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e



-  192 -

S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in t h e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s .  Yet  we

know from o t h e r  s t u d i e s  t h a t  t h e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  B lack  b e l t s  o f  t h e  deep

Sou th  have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  p r o v i d e d  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m . ^

T hes e  r e g i o n s  we re  l a r g e l y  p o p u l a t e d  by b l a c k  s h a r e c r o p p e r s .  S o u t h e r n

b l a c k s  w e re  p o l i t i c a l l y  d i s f r a n c h i s e d  and in  a d d i t i o n  s u b j e c t  t o

numerous  forms o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  o p p r e s s  i o n ,  w h i c h ,  i t  i s  a r g u e d ,

k e p t  them p o l i t i c a l l y  q u i e s c e n t .  The poor  w h i t e s  in  t h e s e  r e g i o n s ,

f r e q u e n t l y  ou tn u m b ered  by b l a c k s ,  w e re  i n d u ced  t o  v o t e  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c

t i c k e t  by t h e  p l a n t e r  e l i t e s  who p r o p a g a n d i z e d  t h a t  " b l a c k  r u l e "

would  i n e v i t a b l y  f o l l o w  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t .  Thus w h i t e  v o t e r s  made t h e i r

2
p o l i t i c a l  a l l i a n c e s  a c r o s s  r a c i a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  c l a s s  l i n e s .  A g r a r i a n  

r a d i c a l i s m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  P o p u l i s m ,  in t h e  S o u th  was s t r o n g e s t  among t h e  

" h i l l  f a r m e r s "  (many o f  whom w e re  a l s o  s h a r e c r o p p e r s )  where  t h e  b l a c k  

p o p u l a t i o n  was t h i n n e s t .  As we can  s e e  f rom T a b l e  1, T e x a s ,  L o u i s i a n a  

and A r k a n s a s ,  a l l  s t a t e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  "O ld  S o u th "  o u t s i d e  o f  Oklahoma 

( i n  t h e  t h e n  newly d e v e l o p i n g  G u l f  S o u th w e s t  where  t h e r e  w e re  a l s o  

fe w er  b l a c k s ) ,  g ave  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  

t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  1912.  I t  was a l s o  in  t h e s e  t h r e e  s t a t e s

t h a t  t h e  F a r m e r s '  A l l i a n c e ,  in  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and 1 8 9 0 ' s  o r i g i n a t e d .
4

T h u s ,  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  Sou th  have c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  a g r a r i a n

*V. 0 .  Key, S o u t h e r n  P o l i t i c s , p .  8 ;  C. Vann Woodward,  O r i g i n s  
o f  t h e  New S o u t h , 1 8 6 6 -1 9 1 3 ,  p« 185.

^Key,  p.  8 .

^Woodward, p .  188.  L a t e r  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  s p r e a d  t o  
t h e  Old Sou th  s t a t e s  l i k e  G e o r g i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  and Alabama.

**Key, p. 8 ;  Woodward,  p.  188.
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r a d i c a l i s m  was s t y m ie d  in  t h e  Deep S o u th  among w h i t e s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

r a c i a l  d i v i s i o n s .  I t  was s t y m ie d  among b l a c k s  by t h e  o v e r w he lm ing  

r a c i a l  o p p r e s s i o n  t h e y  we re  f o r c e d  t o  e n d u r e .  In s t a t e s  l i k e  

Oklahoma,  T e x a s ,  L o u i s i a n a  and A r k a n s a s ,  a s  in t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  o f  

t h e  Deep S o u t h ,  whe re  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  t o  w h i t e s  was much s m a l l e r  

t h a n  in t h e  B la c k  b e l t  (and t h e  f e a r  o f  b l a c k  r u l e  n o t  so  s t r o n g  among 

w h i t e s ) ,  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  was more 1 i k e l y  t o  be s t r o n g e s t .

Yet  r a c i s m  and r a d i c a l i s m  may n o t  be n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  

in so  s i m p l e  a  way. In 1910 in Oklahoma,  t h e  Democrats  i n t r o d u c e d  

an i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  and r e f e r e n d u m  w hich  was d e s i g n e d  t o  d i s f r a n c h i s e  

b l a c k  v o t e r s . ' *  I t  became known a s  t h e  G r a n d f a t h e r  C l a u s e .  The c o u n t i e s  

w h ich  r e j e c t e d  t h e  G r a n d f a t h e r  C l a u s e ,  a s  can  be  s e e n  f rom  F i g u r e  1 w e re  

p r i m a r i l y  in t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  w h e a t  b e l t  o f  n o r t h w e s t e r n  Oklahoma.  Very 

few c o u n t i e s  in  t h e  h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  s o u t h e a s t  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  r e g i o n  

r e j e c t e d  t h e  C l a u s e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  may o n l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o u l d  n o t  m u s t e r  enough e l e c t o r a l  

s u p p o r t  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  t h e r e  i s  q u a l i t a t i v e  e v i d e n c e  which 

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  S o c i a l i s t  l e a d e r s h i p  was n o t  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  o p p o s i n g  t h e  m e a s u r e . ^

J u s t  a s  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  may n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be i n c o n s i s t e n t

'’W i l l i a m  S.  Harmon, " O k l a h o m a ' s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendments:  A 
S tu d y  in  t h e  Use o f  t h e  I n i t i a t i v e  and Referendum"  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  Ph.D.  
t h e s i s ) ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma,  D e p a r tm en t  o f  H i s t o r y ,  1951,  pp .  4 - 1 1 .

^Howard L. M e r e d i t h ,  "The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in O klahom a, "  
( u n p u b l i s h e d  Ph.D.  t h e s i s )  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma,  D e p ar tm en t  o f  
H i s t o r y ,  1970,  p .  97 .  Howard L. M e r e d i t h ,  " A g r a r i a n  S o c i a l i s m  and 
t h e  Negro in  Oklahoma,  1 9 0 0 - 1 9 1 8 , "  Labor  H i s t o r y  ( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  pp .  2 8 1 - 2 .
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w i t h  r a c i s m ,  r a c i a l  d i v i s i o n s  may n o t  have been t h e  o n l y  o r  most  s a l i e n t  

f a c t o r  in  g e n e r a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  a p a t h y  among s h a r e c r o p p e r s  in t h e  

S o u t h e r n  B lack  b e l t s .  P a i g e ^  a r g u e s  t h a t  a s t r u c t u r a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  

may be  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  a r a c i a l  o n e .  In a c r o s s  c u l t u r a l  s t u d y  

o f  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m s  he n o t e s  t h a t  in  r e g i o n s  w i t h o u t  r a c i a l  

d i v i s i o n s ,

In E g y p t ,  S y r i a  and Turk e y  c o t t o n  c u l t i v a t i o n  
i s  a l s o  o r g a n i z e d  in  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m s  and 
w o r k e r s  show s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
a p a t h y  [ t o  t h e  American S o u th . ] ®

He p r o c e e d s  t o  a r g u e  t h a t ,

. . .  i t  mus t  be some f e a t u r e  o f  c o t t o n  s h a r e -  
c r o p p i n g  g e n e r a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p e c u l i a r  
c u l t u r a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  Uni t e d  
S t a t e s  which a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  p a s s i v i t y  o f  
s o u t h e r n  p l a n t a t i o n  w o r k e r s . 9

In t h e  American S o u t h ,  P a i g e  s a y s ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  in

t h e  B la c k  b e l t  i s  in  c e n t r a l i z e d  e s t a t e s .  The p o s t - b e l l u m  American

S o u th  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  end o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  b u t  m e r e l y  i t s

c o n t i n u a t i o n  in  a n o t h e r  f o r m . I n s t e a d  o f  p r o d u c i n g  c o t t o n  w i t h  s l a v e s

in  a  s i n g l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i t ,  t h e  p o s t - b e l l u m  p l a n t a t i o n  was d i v i d e d

up i n t o  s m a l l  p l o t s  and r e n t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  b l a c k  and w h i t e  f a m i l i e s

who w ere  p a i d  a  wage in  t h e  form o f  a p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  t h e y

p r o d u c e d .  However ,  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  owner  o r  h i s  a g e n t  would  p r o v i d e

^ J e f f r e y  P a i g e ,  "A T heory  o f  Rura l  C l a s s  R e l a t i o n s , "  a p a p e r  
p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  Amer ican  S o c i o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
New O r l e a n s ,  1972.

8
P a i g e ,  pp .  100-101 .

9
I b i d .

^ R u p e r t  Vance ,  Human F a c t o r s  in  C o t to n  C u l t u r e :  A S tu d y  o f  t h e  
S o c i a l  Geography o f  t h e  American S o u th  (Chapel  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 9 ) .  H o r t e n s e  Powdermaker ,  A f t e r  Freedom (New York:
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c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  o f  a )  work o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b) c r e d i t  and t h e  s a l e  o f  

c o t t o n  ( t h e  company s t o r e  and p l a n t a t i o n  c o t t o n  g i n ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c)  

s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  l a b o r  and o t h e r  fo rm s  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  P a i g e  i s  a r g u i n g  

t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  p o s t - b e l l u m  s o u t h e r n  p l a n t a t i o n  i s  l i k e  s i m i l a r  

s h a r e c r o p p e r  p l a n t a t i o n s  in  E g y p t ,  S y r i a  and T u rk e y .  He a r g u e s  t h a t  t h i s  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m  g e n e r a t e s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  l an d ed  e s t a t e  worked by s e r f s . "  The c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and s o c i a l  

c o n t r o l  made p o s s i b l e  by t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  c r e a t e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a p a t h y  

r a t h e r  t h a n  r e b e l l i o u s n e s s  among t h e  o p p r e s s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s .

In s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  we have s e e n ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  a s h a r e c r o p p i n g  economy was n o t  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  same c o n d i t i o n s  

a s  in  t h e  Deep S o u th .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  form o f  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  w hi ch  d e v e lo p e d  

h e r e  was i n e v i t a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h o s e  in t h e  f o r m e r  r e g i o n .  The 

c l e a r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between  s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma and

t h e  s o u t h e r n  B la c k  b e l t  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e ,  in  Oklahoma,  o f  p l a n t a t i o n s .

12In t h e  1910 Census  R e p o r t ,  P l a n t a t i o n s  in  t h e  Sou th  no p l a n t a t i o n s  

w e re  r e p o r t e d  a s  e x i s t i n g  in  Oklahoma.  A l th o u g h  e l e v e n  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  

w e re  i n c l u d e d  a s  h a v i n g  p l a n t a t i o n s  ( V i r g i n i a ,  N o r th  and Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  

G e o r g i a ,  F l o r i d a ,  Alabama,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  T e x a s ,  A r k a n s a s  and 

T e n n e s s e e )  Oklahoma was n o t  one  o f  them.  A " p l a n t a t i o n "  i s  d e f i n e d  by

Atheneum,  1 968) .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  R e l a t i o n  o f  Land 
T e n u r e  t o  P l a n t a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n , D ep t .  B u l l e t i n  No. 1269, O c to b e r  1924.  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D ep ar tm en t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  The Ownersh ip  o f  T e n a n t  Farms 
in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , D ep t .  B u l l e t i n  No. 1A32, Sep tem ber  1926.

" P a i g e ,  p .  103.

' ^ T h i r t e e n t h  Census  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  " P l a n t a t i o n s  in  t h e  S o u t h , "  v o l .  V, 
C h a p t e r  X I I .
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t h e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a s ,

a u n i f i e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s i z e  
u n d e r  one  management ,  o f  p r a c t i c a l l y  a  c o n t i n u o u s  t r a c t  
o f  l a n d ,  o p e r a t e d  a s  a s i n g l e  u n i t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  metho ds  
o f  c o n t r o l  o f  l a b o r  and p r o d u c t s , a l l  o f  w hi ch  may be  worked 
by wage h a n d s ,  o r  a i l  o r  a p a r t  o f  w hich  may be s u b d i v i d e d  
and l e t  t o  t e n a n t s . 13 ( e m p h a s i s  ad ded)

T hus ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e

o p e r a t i o n a l  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i s  a s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n  which d e f i n e s  a

p l a n t a t i o n .  The f a c t  t h a t  no such a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i t s  a r e  r e c o r d e d

in Oklahoma in  1910 s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  was a c t u a l l y

a b s e n t  in  t h a t  s t a t e .

S o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma was a l s o  d i f f e r e n t  f rom o t h e r  s h a r e c r o p p i n g

c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n s  in  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  n o t  o n l y  in  t e r m s  o f  t h e

a b s e n c e  o f  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  in t e rm s  o f  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  la nd

o w n e r s h i p  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  a b s e n t e e  o w n e r s h i p .  A s t u d y  made

14by t h e  D e p ar tm en t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a l l o w s  us t o  compare  g r o u p s  o f  

c o t t o n  p r o d u c i n g  c o u n t i e s  in  o t h e r  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  w i t h  some t y p i c a l  

c o t t o n  c o u n t i e s  in s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma in t e rm s  o f  t h e s e  two 

f a c t o r s .

T a b l e  2 . The s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma c o t t o n  b e l t ,  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  

by t h e  m a j o r  c o t t o n  grow ing  c o u n t i e s ,  a p p e a r s  t o  have had t h e  l e a s t  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  o w n e r s h i p  o f  any c o t t o n  r e g i o n .  T h i s  phenomenon a p p e a r s  

t o  be c o n s i s t e n t l y  t h e  c a s e  even  i f  we lo o k  a t  o t h e r  m e a s u r e s  o f

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  g i v e n  in  t h i s  s t u d y . ^

1 1
U.S .D .A .  B u l l e t i n  No. 1269> p .  9- (Emphasi s  m i n e . )

' V l . S . D . A .  B u l l e t i n  No. 1432, p .  13-

^ I b i d . ,  pp .  9 ,  12.
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T a b l e  2. C o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  Ownersh ip  
o f  t h e  Sou th

in  C o t to n  P r o d u c i n g Reg ions

(% o f  Ren ted  Farms Held  by Owners W i t h : )

S t a t e 3 o r  more 5 o r  more 
f a rm s  fa rm s

10 o r  more  20 
f a rm s

o r  more 
fa rm s

N o r th  and Sou th  
C aro l  1na 5 9 . 3  *40.7 2 1 . 3 8 . 5

G e o r g i a 5 9 . 7  3 6 . 5 16.1 5 .3

Alabama 8 2 . 5  7 2 . 9 57.1 3 6 . 5

M i s s i s s i p p i 8 8 . 8  8 2 . 0 7 1 . 5 5 6 . 8

L o u i s i a n a *4*4.5 22.*4 8 . 3 2 . 7

Oklahoma (SE) 3 6 . 3  19.*4 6.*4 .9

Texas 3 8 . 5  19 .9 7.1 1.1

The c o u n t i e s  in  t h e  abov e s t a t e s  a r e a s  f o l l o w s :

N o r th  C a r o l i n a  -  Anson,  Richmond,  S c o t l a n d  and Union 
Sou th  C a r o l i n a  -  C h e s t e r f i e l d  and M a r lb o r o
G e o r g i a  -  Bar row,  C l a r k ,  J a c k s o n ,  Morgan,  Oconee and T a l i a f e r r o  
Alabama -  D a l l a s ,  Lowndes and Wi lcox
M i s s i s s i p p i  -  B o l i v a r ,  Coahoma, L e F l o r e ,  S u n f l o w e r ,  W ashing ton 
L o u i s i a n a  -  A c a d i a ,  A l l e n ,  E v a n g e l i n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  Dav is  
Oklahoma -  ( S o u t h e a s t )  B ry a n ,  J o h n s t o n ,  M a r s h a l l ,  Murray 
Texas  -  B e l l ,  E l l i s ,  H i l l ,  McLennan

S o u r c e :  U.S.D.A D e p a r tm en t  B u l l e t i n  No. 1*432, S ep tem b er  1926.

T a b l e  3- A b s e n t e e  Ownersh ip  in  C o t to n  P r o d u c i n g  R eg ions  o f  t h e  
South

(% o f  Ren ted  Farms Owned by L a n d l o r d s  Who L i v e : )

S t a t e Out o f  County n ^ £ c . . Out o f  County and Out o f  S t a t e  . . . . .  rA d j o i n i n g  C o u n t i e s

N o r th  and Sou th  
C a r o l i  na 12.1 5 . 9 2 . *4

G e o r g ia 19-0 .6 3 . 5

Alabama 17 .8 1 .6 6 . 2

M i s s i s s i p p i 12 .6 3 . 0 5 . 7

L o u i s i a n a 17 .0 1.2 1.8

Oklahoma (SE) 2 0 .3 6 . 8 8.1

Texas 13.1 .8 5 . *4

S o u r c e :  U . S . D . A . , D epar t m en t  B u l l e t i n  No. 1*432, p .  23.



In s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma we a l s o  f i n d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  amount o f  

a b s e n t e e  o w n e r s h i p  (T a b le  3 ) .

In s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  t h e  

s m a l l e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  o w n e r s h i p  and t h e  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o f  a b s e n t e  

o w n e r s h i p  a s  opp os ed  t o  t h e  o l d e r  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  S o u th  a l l  p o i n t  t o  a 

r e l a t i v e  a b s e n c e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n .  Y e t ,  we must  now 

a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  why c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  in s h a r e c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m s  i s  

r e l a t e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  a p a t h y  and p r e s u m a b ly  t h e  l a c k  o f  i t  t o  a 

t e n d e n c y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r a d i c a l i s m .

P a i g e  a r g u e s  t h a t  d e c e n t r a  1 i z e d  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m s  t e n d  t o  

g e n e r a t e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c r e a t e ,

1) p e a s a n t s  w i t h  weak t i e s  t o  t h e  l a n d - - i n s t a b i 1 i t y  o f  t e n u r e ;

2) w o rk in g  c l a s s  h o m o g e n e i ty  among t h e  p e a s a n t s — a)  b e c a u s e  

p e a s a n t s  a r e  r e d u c ed  t o  t h e  same low l e v e l  o f  wages and b) upward 

m o b i l i t y  o r  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  among some o f  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  

l e a d i n g  t o  economic  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  among t h e  p e a s a n t r y  i s  v i r t u a l l y  

i m p o s s i b l e ;

3) work g r o u p  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e - - t h e  need  f o r  p e a s a n t s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  

among t h e m s e l v e s  t o  e n s u r e  s u c c e s s f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .

He a r g u e s  t h a t  c e n t r a l i z e d  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m s ,  l i k e  t h a t  o f  

t h e  Amer ican S o u t h ,  c r e a t e s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o n d i t i o n s .

1) p e a s a n t s  w i t h  s t r o n g  t i e s  t o  t h e  l a n d — s t a b i l i t y  o f  t e n u r e

2) work g ro u p  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  w hich  i s  d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  

p l a n t a t i o n  owner  su ch  t h a t  t h e  e s t a t e  management h a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  powers 

o f  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .

However ,  i f  we compare  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  Deep S o u th  p l a n t a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h o s e  o f  s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma s h a r e c r o p p e r s ,  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  P a i g e 1
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c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m s  a r e  f u i l y  met  in 

Oklahoma;  n o r  a r e  h i s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  c e n t r a l i z e d  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  met in  t h e  

A mer ican S o u th .

F i r s t l y ,  t h e r e  seems t o  have  been  l i t t l e  work g r o u p  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e

in  Oklahoma.  S h a r e c r o p p e r s  worked t h e i r  la nd  in f a m i l y  u n i t s ;  t h e r e  i s

l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  n e e d s  o f  c o t t o n  f a r m in g  r e q u i r e d

mutual c o o p e r a t i o n  among th e  t e n a n t  farm ers .  S e c o n d ly ,  in t h e  American

S o u th  i t  i s  d u b i o u s  w h e t h e r  P a i g e ' s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  had

r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  t i e s  t o  t h e  lan d i s  c o r r e c t .  T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t

moving among s o u t h e r n  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  was f r e q u e n t , ' ^  and t h e r e  i s  no

d a t a  t o  s u p p o r t  P a i g e ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  s h a r e c r o p p e r  p l o t s  w e re  " i n h e r i t e d

17 18
much in  t h e  way u s u f r u c t  p l o t s  a r e  p a s s e d  down f rom  f a t h e r  t o  s o n . "

What i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a b o u t  P a i g e ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  

and d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a g r i u c l t u r a i  s y s t e m s  i s  t h e  way 

in  w h ich  t h i s  d im e n s i o n  o f  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  was l i k e l y  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  l a n d l o r d  and t e n a n t  ( g e n t r y  and p e a s a n t ) .  F o r ,  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet w een  l a n d l o r d  and t e n a n t  was l i k e l y  t o  have l e d  e i t h e r  

t o  p o l i t i c a l  a p a t h y  o r  r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  among t h e  t e n a n t s  ( p e a s a n t s ) .

^ V a n c e ,  p .  153.

' ^ P a i g e ,  p .  101.

18S c h w a r t z  w r i t e s  t h a t  in  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  19t h  c e n t u r y  
S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  p a s s e d  laws w hich  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  movement o f  t e n a n t  
f a r m e r s .  He w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e y  " w e r e  e n f o r c e d  w i t h  g r e a t  f e r v o r  and d e d i ­
c a t i o n . "  However ,  he  p r o v i d e s  no s y s t e m a t i c  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  
w h ich  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  impeded t h e  movement o f  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  f rom fa rm  t o  
f a rm .  Mich ae l  S c h w a r t z ,  The S o u t h e r n  F a r m e r * 1 A l l i a n c e :  The O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
Forms o f  R a d i c a l  P r o t e s t  (Academic P r e s s ,  f o r t h c o m i n g ) ,  p .  i .
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Accord ing t o  Moore,  when th e  g e n tr y  ( l a n d l o r d )  i s  a b l e  t o  p ro v ide

some s o c i a l  or  economic f u n c t i o n  f o r  th e  p ea s a n try  d e s p i t e  i t s  e x t r a c t i o n

o r  s u r p l u s ,  a b a s i s  f o r  th e  c o n t i n u i n g  moral a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  g e n t r y  w i l l

be m a i n ta i n e d .  When such f u n c t i o n s  c e a s e  t o  be provided  (or  f a i l  t o  e x i s t )

a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  market f o r c e s  i n t o  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l

s y s t e m ,  t h e  g e n tr y  w i l l  tend  t o  l o s e  i t s  l e g i t i m a c y .  The r a t i o n a l e  behind

i t s  e x i s t e n c e  as  a p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  whom s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l

d e f e r e n c e  i s  owed w i l l  tend  t o  be undermined.  In a c e n t r a l i z e d  s h a r e -

cropp ing  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy (which l i k e  th e  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  v e r s i o n  i s  a l s o

a labor r e p r e s s i v e  sys te m  o f  market a g r i c u l t u r e )  such as  the  p l a n t a t i o n

s ys te m  o f  t h e  Old South,  the  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  tended t o

m a in ta in  th e  s o c i a l  l i n k s  between lan d lo r d  and t e n a n t .  On th e  p l a n t a t i o n

t h e  lan d lo rd  o r  h i s  a g en t  was l i k e l y  t o  s u p e r v i s e ,  a s  P a ig e  a r g u e s ,  the

s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  work o r g a n i z a t i o n .  He prov ided  c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s  ( t he

company s t o r e )  and th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o u t l e t s  f o r  the  s a l e  o f  c o t t o n .  He

even  f r e q u e n t l y  prov ided mules  and work t o o l s  f o r  h i s  t e n a n t s .  As Pa ige

s a y s ,  even though th e  s h a r e c r o p p e r ' s  income u l t i m a t e l y  depended on the

produce o f  h i s  own i n d i v i d u a l  p l o t ,  in many c o t t o n  p l a n t a t i o n s  o f  the

South th e  cr o p p e r s  were o r g a n i z e d  in work gangs  and f u n c t i o n e d ,  "much

19l i k e  workers  under an i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m ."  The p l a n t a t i o n  

manager,  in t h i s  s y s tem ,  o r  th e  owner,  was i n v o v le d  in th e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  

th e  p l a n t a t i o n .

C e r t a i n l y  t h i s  ty p e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was l i k e l y  to  

have been e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e  t e n a n t s  and l a b o r e r s  a s  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y

^ P a i g e ,  p.  101.
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and s o c i a l l y  o p p r e s s i v e .  P a i g e  a r g u e s  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and

c o n t r o l  which i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a p a t h y  t o  be found in

t h i s  t y p e  o f  s y s t e m .  However ,  w i t h i n  s uch  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t  up t h e

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p a t e r n a l i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  o p p r e s s i o n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be f o u n d .

I t  was p o t e n t i a l l y  t h i s  p a t e r n a l i s m  b a s e d  on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  o f  s o u t h e r n

mores  w i t h  which c l a s s  r u l e  was m a i n t a i n e d  in  t h e  Deep S o u th .

In t h e  more d e c e n t r a l i z e d  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  economy o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n

Oklahoma where  no p l a n t a t i o n s  e x i s t e d  t h e  c o t t o n  t e n a n t  was more l i k e l y

t o  be "o n  h i s  own" t h a n  in  t h e  S o u t h .  Only 19-4$ o f  t h e  r e n t e d  fa rm s

in  t h e  f o u r  c o u n t i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  U .S .D .A .  s t u d y  ( s e e  T a b l e  2)

owned f i v e  o r  more f a rm s  in t h i s  r e g i o n .  Whereas  in  t h e  Old Sou th  s t a t e s

o f  Alabama and M i s s i s s i p p i  3 6 . 5 $  and 5 6 . 8 $  owned t w e n t y  o r  more f a r m s .

(A l s o  s e e  T a b l e  2 . )  In s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between

l a n d l o r d  and t e n a n t  was p r i m a r i l y  r e g u l a t e d  by t h e  c a s h  n e x u s .  The

l a n d l o r d  was l i k e l y  t o  be a m i d d le  c l a s s  s p e c u l a t o r  ( g r a f t e r  a s  t h e y

w ere  r e f e r r e d  t o )  who l i v e d  in  t h e  l o c a l  town on t h e  income n o t  o n l y  from

h i s  f a rm s  b u t  a l s o  f rom t h e  income f rom v a r i o u s  o t h e r  forms o f  s m a l l

20s c a l e  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  i n v e s t m e n t s .  The l a n d l o r d  o f  t h e  Old Sou th  

P l a n t a t i o n s  was more l i k e l y  t o  be a " g e n t l e m a n  f a r m e r "  who l i v e d  on h i s

i «. 21p l a n t a t i o n .

In o r d e r  t o  more f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between  t e n a n t -  

l a n d l o r d  r e l a t i o n s  in  t h e  B l a c k b e l t  s o u t h  and s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma in  t h e

20G a r i n  Burb ank ,  "The P o l i t i c a l  and S o c i a l  A t t i t u d e s  o f  Some 
E a r l y  Oklahoma D e m o c r a t s , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma (W in te r  1 9 7 4 - 7 5 ) .

2 , U.S.D .A .  B u l l e t i n  No. 1432, p .  35 .



-  203 -

p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y  some i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  must  be  k e p t  in mind.  One t h i n g

w hich  was most  s a l i e n t  was t h e  r e c e n t  o r i g i n  o f  econo mic  d ev e lo p m e n t  in

Oklahoma in  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y .  U n l i k e  t h e  S o u th ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a sm al l

I n d i a n  p l a n t e r  e l i t e  w hich  d e v e l o p e d  in t h e  p r e - s t a t e h o o d  p e r i o d ,

Oklahoma n e v e r  had t h e  q u a s i - f e u d a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  a P l a n t e r  a r i s t o c r a c y

t h a t  h a d ,  a s  we w i l l  remember from o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  in  C h a p t e r  I I ,  e x i s t e d

in t h e  S o u th  f o r  d e c a d e s .  T h u s ,  in  t h e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  c o t t o n  r e g i o n s  o f

Oklahoma,  no a r i s t o c r a t i c  a n d / o r  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  had d e v e l o p e d  t o

r e g u l a t e  and l e g i t i m i z e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between  l a n d l o r d s  and t e n a n t s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  I n d i a n  e l i t e  had been  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  g r a f t e r  a t  t h e  t i m e

o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  The ow ne rs  o f  t h e  t e n a n t  f a rm s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c r e d i t o r s

and t h e  c o t t o n  f a c t o r s ,  t o  whom t h e  t e n a n t  s o l d  h i s  c r o p s ,  w e re  by and

l a r g e  men o f  r e l a t i v e l y  m odes t  m eans ,  men who had r e c e n t l y  come t o  Oklahoma

t o  s e e k  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  in  a r e g i o n  w hich  had r e c e n t l y  begun t o  p r o v i d e  b o t h

s m a l l  s c a l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  They w e re  p e t t y

b o u r g e o i s  p a r v e n u s ,  s e l f - m a d e  men. T h e s e  p e o p l e  we re  S o u t h e r n  P r o g r e s s i v e s ,

who b e l i e v e d  in  r e p u d i a t i n g  Wall S t r e e t  and t h e  m o n o p o l i e s  in  f a v o r  o f

22s m a l l  s c a l e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  They w e r e  n o t  q u a s i - a r i s t o c r a t i c  S o u th e r n  

P l a n t e r s .

T h u s ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  forms t h a t  d e v e lo p e d  in  s o u t h e a s t  

Oklahoma t o o k ,  a s  compared t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  t h e  Old S o u t h ,  c r e a t e d  

t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t s  be tw een  t e n a n t s  and l a n d l o r d s .  

The a b s e n c e  o f  p l a n t a t i o n s  in  which t h e  l andow ner  was l i k e l y  t o  f u l f i l l

22 James G r e e n ,  " S o c i a l i s m  and t h e  S o u t h w e s t e r n  C l a s s  S t r u g g l e :
A S tu d y  o f  R a d i c a l  Movements in  Oklahoma,  T e x a s ,  L o u i s i a n a  and A r k a n s a s , "  
(Ph.D.  t h e s i s ,  D ep t ,  o f  H i s t o r y ,  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp .  7 2 -7 3 -
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c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  and t h e  dev e lo p m e n t  o f  a l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  in  w hi ch  t h e  l a n d l o r d  c l a s s  c o u l d  make no c l a i m  t o  moral  

a u t h o r i t y  seem t o  have  p r e d i s p o s e d  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  t h i s  l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  forms  o f  l o c a l  

c l a s s  d o m i n a t i o n  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d .

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  r u r a l - u r b a n  c o n f l i c t ,  i n  wh ich  t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s

fo c u s e d  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  l o c a l  e x p l o i t e r s  in t h e  " e l e c t r i c

23
l i g h t  towns "  w a s ,  a s  Green has  a r g u e d ,  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t .  However,  t o  

a r g u e  t h a t  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  was g e n e r a t e d  h e r e  d o es  n o t  p r o v i d e  us w i t h  an 

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  i t .  Green s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  d e v e lo p e d  as  

a r e s u l t  o f  e x t r e m e  p o v e r t y  and e x p l o i t a t i o n .  Y e t ,  a s  we have  s e e n ,  

p o v e r t y  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  a l o n e  a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  o v e r t  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  r a d i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  quo.

Hobsbawn,  W ol f ,  and Moore h av e  found  in p e a s a n t  s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  

a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  i s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  which t h e  p e a s a n t  

e x p e r i e n c e s  on a l o c a l  l e v e l ;  t h e  p e a s a n t  d o es  n o t  f o c u s  h i s  h o s t i l i t y  

on t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n .  One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why t h e  

c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  which d e v e l o p e d  in s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma was s t r u c t u r a l l y  

a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h e  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  be tween p e a s a n t s  and g e n t r y  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  

s o c i e t i e s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t a r g e t s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  w e re  i d e n t i f i e d  

by t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  a s  l o c a l .

W e s te rn  Oklahoma— The Yeomen and t h e  I n t e r l o c k e d  P a r a s i t e s

The k i n d s  o f  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  e x i s t e d  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma 

between  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  and t h e  " p a r a s i t e s  in t h e  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t

2 3 l b i d . ,  pp .  236-1*8.
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to w ns"  (a s  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  c a l l e d  them) was somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t

o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  H e r e ,  a s  we w i l l  remember ,  t h e  g r e a t

m a j o r i t y  o f  f a r m e r s  w e re  owners  r a t h e r  t h a n  t e n a n t s ;  h e r e  t h e  l a n d l o r d  was

n o t  t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t r a c t o r  o f  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  s u r p l u s  ( a l t h o u g h

24he d i d  f i g u r e  a s  one  among s e v e r a l ) .  H e re ,  i t  i s  a r g u e d ,  t h e  town-  

c o u n t r y  c o n f l i c t  was n o t  so  i n t e n s e .  In t h e  sm al l  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r s  

c o m p r i s e d  m o s t l y  o f  m e r c h a n t s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l s  who s e r v i c e d  t h e  f a r m e r s  

in t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  communi ty ,  S o c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t  was s t r o n g e r  t h a n  in 

s h a r e c r o p p i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t .  In t h e  l a r g e r  c o u n t y  

s e a t  tow ns ,  however  ( t h e  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  towns )  S o c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t  d e c l i n e d  

s i g n i  f i c a n t l y .

Who w ere  t h e s e  " p a r a s i t e s "  and wh at  was t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o

t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  in  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ?  A l t h o u g h  o u r  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g

25t h i s  i s  somewhat f r a g m e n t a r y ,  q u a l i t a t i v e  r e p o r t s  from S o c i a l i s t s  and 

26n o n - S o c i a l i s t s  a l i k e  seem t o  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  b a n k e r s  w e re  t h e  most

s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h ough  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  e x c l u s i v e ,  v i c t i m i z e r s  o f  t h e

f a r m e r s .  O t h e r  e x p l o i t e r s  we re  middlemen o f  one  s o r t  o r  a n o t h e r ,

27"  . . . m i l l ,  g i n ,  g r a i n ,  e l e v a t o r  and lumber  m en . "  T h a t  t h e  b a n k e r s  

w e re  most  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  v i c t i m i z e r s  by t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s

2l* l b i d . , p.  242.

25U.S.  S e n a t e ,  Commiss ion on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  "Land Q u e s t i o n  
in  t h e  S o u t h w e s t , "  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  6 4 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n ,  Document 
No. 41 5 ,  1916,  X, T es t i m o n y  o f  P a t r i c k  N a g l e ,  p .  9074.

26
Angie  Debo, P r a i r i e  C i t y :  H i s t o r y  o f  An Amer ican  Community 

(New York:  Knopf,  1 9 4 4 ) ,  pp .  6 3 -6 5 .

27
U.S.  S e n a t e ,  Commiss ion on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  T es t im o n y  o f

N a g le .
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a c c o r d s  w i t h  o u r  e a r l i e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  m o r tg a g e d  f a r m e r s  on t h e  p o o r e s t

l and  w e re  l i k e l y  t o  v o t e  S o c i a l i s t  in p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  form o f  t h e

e x t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s u r p l u s .

However ,  t h e s e  b a n k e r s  w e re  " i n t e r l o c k e d "  w i t h  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s m e n

who p r o v i d e d  goods  and s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  f a r m e r s .  Al l  o f  t h e s e  p e t t y

c a p i t a l i s t s  depended on t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s o l v e n c y  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l

28p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  own econ om ic  w e l l  b e i n g .  Debo d e m o n s t r a t e s  how t h e

s m al l  b u s i n e s s m e n  o f  Oklahoma towns c o u l d  o n l y  s u r v i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e

m o r t g a g e  money t h a t  f a r m e r s  o b t a i n e d .  T h u s ,  t h e  econ om ic  w e l l  b e i n g  o f

l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  u l t i m a t e l y  depended  on t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e

a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy in  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y s i d e  t o  some e x t e n t .  T h i s

was p a r t l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s .

The c o u n t y  gov ern m e n t  had d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  two i m p o r t a n t

p o l i t i c a l  m echan i sms .  They we re  t h e  c o u n t y  b u d g e t ,  d e r i v e d  p r i m a r i l y

from r e a l  e s t a t e  t a x e s ,  and t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t s .  P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r

t h e s e  two t h i n g s  c o u l d  be e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  sm a l l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  o f  t h e

" e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  t o w n s . "  T h i s  hegemony was e s t a b l i s h e d  and m a i n t a i n e d

most  f r e q u e n t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o c a l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y ,  w h i c h ,  a s  can be s e e n

from F i g u r e  1, c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  O k lah o m a ' s  c o u n t y

29g o v e r n m e n t s  in 1910.  D e m o c ra t i c  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s  

was n o t  u n i q u e  t o  1910.  S t a r t i n g  w i t h  s t a t e h o o d  in  1907 t h e  Democrat s  

c a p t u r e d  c o n t r o l  o f  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a p a t t e r n  w hich  was c o n s i s t e n t l y

^®Debo, pp .  63 - 6 5 .

29Thus t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w hi ch  w i l l  be  d e s c r i b e d  below 
e x p l a i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in E a s t e r n  Oklahoma a l s o .
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m a i n t a i n e d  u n t i l  a b o u t  1920 when R e p u b l i c a n s  began  making some

i n r o a d s  on t h i s  l e v e l  o f  g o v e r n m e n t . ^

A l th o u g h  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s  w e re  u n i f o r m  t h r o u g h o u t

t h e  s t a t e ,  b e in g  s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e a c h  o f  t h e  14 o r  so

o f f i c e s  was f i l l e d  by d i r e c t  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n .  Y e t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  v e s t i n g

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e s e  o f f i c e s  in t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e

made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m ach in e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  in  c o n t r o l  o f

31e a ch  c o u n t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  ou tco m e o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  N om ina t ion  f o r

o f f i c e s  t o  c o u n t y  go v ern m en t  by t h e  p a r t y  in  c o n t r o l  was t h e r e f o r e

t a n t a m o u n t  t o  a p a t r o n a g e  a p p o i n t m e n t .

The l o c a l  c o u n t y  p o l i t i c a l  m ach in e s  had d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o f  t a x

a s s e s s m e n t  and t h e  s p e n d i n g  o f  c o u n t y  r e v e n u e s ,  a s  t h i s  was a power d i r e c t l y

32v e s t e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  c o u n t y  a s s e s s o r  by t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

In a s t u d y  o f  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  c o u n t y  a s s e s s o r s ,  o f  t h e  29

s a m p l e d ,  19 we re  e i t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  o r  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s m e n .  Only t e n

w e re  f a r m e r s .  These  men u s u a l l y  had p a s t  h i s t o r i e s  o f  a c t i v i t y  in  l o c a l

o r  s t a t e  p o l i t i c s  f o r  10 o r  more y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  

33o f f i c e .  T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  w h ich  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  p r o p e r t y  in  t h e

^ J a m e s  R. S c a l e s ,  "T he  P o l i t i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  Oklahoma,  1 9 0 7 - 1 9 4 9 , "  
(Ph.D.  t h e s i s ,  D ep t ,  o f  H i s t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p .  70 .

31 M. H. M e r r i l l ,  "Co u n ty  Government  in  Ok lah om a, "  S t u d i e s  in 
Government  and A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  No. 2 ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma B u i l e t i n ,
New S e r i e s  No. 195, Univ .  S t u d i e s ,  No. 12 (March 15,  1 9 2 0 ) ,  p .  9.

32 Robert K. Carr,  S t a t e  Control  o f  Local Financ es  in Oklahoma 
(Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  PP- 37- 38.

I b i d . , pp .  6 4 - 6 5 .
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34
towns was u s u a l l y  a s s e s s e d  a t  l ow er  r a t e s  t h a n  fa rm  p r o p e r t y .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  we know t h a t  t h e  r u r a l  members o f  t h e  community f r e q u e n t l y

c o m p l a i n e d  a t  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  amount o f  money s p e n t  on t h e  towns in

35co m p a r i so n  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .

P e r h a p s  most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  h ow ever ,  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  m ach ine

had de  f a c t o  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t s .  They c o u l d  t h e r e f o r e

36c o n t r o l  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  i n d e b t e d n e s s  and m o r t g a g e  f o r e c l o s r u e s .

S i n c e  j u d g e s  w e re  " e l e c t e d "  t h e y  w e re  l i k e l y  t o  be D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  

f u n c t i o n a r i e s .  S i n c e  j u r y  members w e re  c h o s e n  f rom t h e  t a x  r o l l s  and 

w e re  r e q u i r e d  t o  have a minimum p r o p e r t y  v a l u e  t o  q u a l i f y ,  t h e  p o o r e s t  

f a r m e r s  w e re  e f f e c t i v e l y  e x c l u d e d  f rom p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  h e a r i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  

m o r t g a g e  f o r e c l o s u r e s . 3^

The b u s i n e s s m e n  in t h e  towns t h u s  had a  p o l i t i c a l  means o f  

e x e r c i s i n g  econo mic  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  f a r m e r s  j u s t  a s  d i d  t h e  g e n t r y  in 

more t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  p e a s a n t s .  A l th o u g h  t h e s e  

b u s i n e s s m e n  w ere  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  l a n d o w n e rs  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  e x e r c i s e  

a  form o f  c o n t r o l  a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h a t  o f  lan d o w n ers  in  s o u t h e a s t  Oklahoma 

o v e r  t h e  m o r tg ag e d  and p oor  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  

As b a n k e r s  t h e y  c o u l d  r e g u l a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  by s t i p u l a t i n g  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w hi ch  c r e d i t  was t o  be e x t e n d e d .  As Democrats  t h e y  

c o u l d  c o n t r o l  t h e  t e n u r e  o f  f a rm  o w n e r s .  As m e r c h a n t s  t h e y  c o u l d

3\ b i d .

33M e r e d i t h ,  "The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklaho ma, "  p .  46 .

3^U.S .  Commiss ion on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  h e a r i n g s ,  Na g le  
t e s t i m o n y ,  p .  9066.

37 I b i d .
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r e g u l a t e  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  go ods  and s e r v i c e s  t o  be made a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h e  o f t e n  i n d e b t e d  f a r m e r s .

H e r e ,  a s  in p e a s a n t  s o c i e t i e s  and a s  in t h e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  

r e g i o n s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma,  t h e  l o c u s  o f  economic  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l
oQ

was i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  f a r m e r s  a s  e m a n a t in g  f rom l o c a l  s o u r c e s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h o s e  who e x e r c i s e d  t h i s  c o n t r o l  we re  p e r c e i v e d  by t h e

39f a r m e r s  a s  l a c k i n g  moral  a u t h o r i t y .  The f a r m e r s  " f e l t  t h e m s e l v e s

ko
r o u g h l y  e q u a l  t o  t h e i r  c r e d i t o r s  in t h e  c o u n t r y  t o w n s . "  They were

" p r o u d  yeomen" who h a d ,  a s  t h e i r  p e r h a p s  more e c o n o m i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l

c r e d i t o r s ,  come t o  Oklahoma a s  p i o n e e r s .  T h u s ,  t h e  b a n k e r s  and p o l i t i c i a n s

c o u l d  be p e r c e i v e d  o n l y  a s  " i n t e r l o c k e d  p a r a s i t e s , "  i l l e g i t i m a t e l y

if 1
" r o b b i n g "  t h e  " h o n e s t  members o f  t h e  p r o d u c i n g  c l a s s e s . "  Even t h e  

t e r m i n o l o g y  " p a r a s i t e s , "  u sed  by t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  i t s  a t t e m p t  t o  

t u r n  t h e  a g r a r i a n  d i s c o n t e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  econ om ic  and p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  

q u o , s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  b u s i n e s s m e n  w ere  p e r c e i v e d  a s  f u l f i l l i n g  no 

u s e f u l  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .

In t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  an e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  which u p h e l d  an i d e o l o g y  

o f  econo mic  and (noral re w ard  f o r  t h o s e  whose "b ro w s  w e re  wet  w i t h  h o n e s t  

s w e a t , "  t h e  e x a c t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  t o w n s p e o p l e  c o u l d  o n l y  be p e r c e i v e d  a s  

somehow i l l e g i t i m a t e .  W i th o u t  a t r a d i t i o n a l  i d e o l o g y  which c o u l d  j u s t i f y  

s u ch  e x a c t i o n s  c l a s s  r e s e n t m e n t s  w e re  b o r n .

• jO

G r e e n ,  p .  82 .  

3 9 l b i d . ,  pp .  2 4 3 - ^ .  

I b i d .

f̂ 1 . u • JI b i d .
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C o n t r a s t  With  P o p u l i s m

The q u e s t i o n s  we must  now a s k  a r e  t w o f o l d .  F i r s t l y ,  why was 

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  n o t  f o r t h c o m i n g  in Kansas  and N e b r a s k a ,  

two s t a t e s  w h ich  we have  a l r e a d y  compared w i t h  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma?

S e c o n d l y , w a s  t h e r e  a c o n t i n u i t y  be tween t h e  P o p u l i s m  o f  t h e  18 9 0 1s in 

Kansas  and N e b ra s k a  and t h e  S o c i a l i s m  o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma o f  a b o u t  

15 y e a r s  l a t e r ?  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  was t h e  S o c i a l i s t  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p r e -  

World War I Oklahoma m e r e l y  a l a t e r  form o f  " p o p u l i s t i c "  a g r a r i a n  

p r o t e s t ?

In answ er  t o  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  in  Kansas  and 

N e b ra s k a  b e f o r e  t h e  F i r s t  World War t h e  econ om ic  d i s t r e s s  t h a t  a f f l i c t e d  

Oklahoma f a r m e r s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  As we h ave  s e e n  in  C h a p t e r  IV, a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y ,  a s  m easu r ed  by s i z e  o f  fa rm  and a v e r a g e  v a l u e  o f  

fa rm  p r o p e r t y ,  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  in  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma in 

1910.  I n t e r e s t  r a t e s  w e re  lower  a s  w e l l .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  boom p e r i o d ,  

a s  i n d ex ed  by r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h ,  had p a s s e d .  The l e s s  c o m p e t i t i v e  

f a r m e r s  had a l r e a d y  been "weeded o u t , "  l e a v i n g  t h e  f i e l d  t o  t h e  more 

s u c c e s s f u l ;  ec onomic  s t a b i l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  p r e v a i l e d .

Kansas  and N e b ra sk a  r e p r e s e n t e d  M o o re ' s  model o f  s u c c e s s f u l  d e m o c r a t i c  

c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e lo p m e n t .  The a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  r e m a ined  on t h e  

l an d  had become,  by and l a r g e ,  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s m e n  f a r m e r s .

In answ er  t o  t h e  s ec o n d  q u e s t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s m  in 

w e s t e r n  Oklahoma was m e r e l y  a l a t e r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  P o p u l i s m ,  we must  

e x p l o r e  some a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  econ om ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  Kansas  

and  N e b ra s k a  in t h e  18 801s and compare  them w i t h  t h e  economic  d ev e lo p m e n t  

o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma two d e c a d e s  l a t e r .  A s a l i e n t  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween
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t h e  P o p u l i s t  and t h e  S o c i a l i s t  s t r o n g h o l d s  was t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l

t h a t  f i n a n c e d  t h e  two r e g i o n s '  econ om ic  g r o w t h .  In Kansas  and N ebra ska

t h e  s o u r c e  was e x o g e n o u s .  Farmer  w r i t e s  t h a t  in  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  and 8 0 ' s  in

t h e s e  two s t a t e s ,

E a s t e r n  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  s e e k i n g  g r e a t e r  r e t u r n s  on 
t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t s  foun d a  f e r t i l e  f i e l d  in  t h e  
w e s t ,  w he re  t h e r e  was a c r y i n g  need  f o r  money.
Every  new f a r m e r  r e q u i r e d  money t o  s t o c k  h i s  farm 
and p u t  in h i s  c r o p s .  E ve ry  new c o u n t y  must  have 
a c o u r t h o u s e  and a j a i l .  Every  new s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
must  have a new s c h o o l h o u s e  and t h e  o l d  d i s t r i c t s  
must  have l a r g e r  s c h o o l s  t o  a c c o m o d a te  t h e  i n ­
c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n .  C i t i e s  mus t  h av e  s e w e r s ,  
paved s t r e e t s ,  w a t e r  p l a n t s  and e l e c t r i c  p l a n t s .
T h e r e  mus t  be  ro a d s  and b r i d g e s  a n d ,  ab o v e  a l l ,
t h e r e  must  be r a i l r o a d s  o v e r  w hi ch  t h e  e v e r -
i n c r e a s i n g  h a r v e s t s  m ig h t  f i n d  t h e i r  way t o  t h e  
e a s t e r n  m a r k e t s .  I t  was t o  meet  t h e s e  n ee d s  t h a t  
e a s t e r n  c a p i t a l  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  t h r e e  mos t  p r o d u c t i v e  
l i n e s  o f  i n v e s t m e n t — m o r t g a g e s ,  m u n i c i p a l  b o n d s , 
and r a i l r o a d  s e c u r i t i e s . ^  (Emphasi s  mine)

T h e r e  f o l l o w e d  a  g r e a t  s p e c u l a t i v e  boom in  which p r o p e r t y

v a l u e s  in  b o t h  town and c o u n t r y s i d e  s k y r o c k e t e d .  A c o n t i n u i n g  and s t a b l e

p r o s p e r i t y  was t o  be  b u i l t  on a b a s e  o f  h i g h  p r i c e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l

c o m m o d i t i e s .  When t h e  boom was ended  in  t h e  l a t e  l 8 8 0 ' s  by c r o p

f a i l u r e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  and d e c l i n i n g  commodi ty  p r i c e s ,  b o t h  u rb a n

s p e c u l a t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  r u r a l  w h ea t  f a r m e r s  s u f f e r e d  f rom i n d e b t e d n e s s

and b a n k r u p t c y .  The f a r m e r s  s u f f e r e d  a s  m o r t g a g e s  w e re  f o r e c l o s e d ,  w h i l e

u rb a n  r e a l  e s t a t e  s p e c u l a t o r s  and town and r a i l r o a d  p r o m o t e r s  w e re

r u i n e d ;  t h e  im p o v e r i s h e d  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  b o t h  loan

re p a y m e n t s  and t h e  t a x  b a s e  f o r  t h e  repay m en t  o f  e x t e n s i v e  l o a n s .

^  2
Hal l i e  F a rm er ,  "The Economic Background o f  F r o n t i e r  P o p u l i s m , "  

M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew , 10 (1 9 2 4 ) :  4 1 0 - ^ 1 1 .
Li

^R. C. M i l l e r ,  "Th e Background o f  P o p u l i s m  in K a n s a s , "  M i s s i s s i p p i  
V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 11 (1 9 2 5 ) :  ^»77; Farm er .
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In Kansas and Nebraska t h o s e  p e r c e i v e d  as  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  the  economic v i c t i m i z a t i o n  o f  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  were exogenous  t o  th e  

s t a t e ;  t h e i r  lo cu s  was Wall S t r e e t .  They were th e  t r u s t s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

and inves tm ent  houses  o f  the  "wicked" E a s t .  The P o p u l i s t  P ar ty  cou ld  

t h e r e f o r e  m o b i l i z e  the  impoverished farmers a g a i n s t  an e x t e r n a l  enemy.  

Midwestern Popul ism,  a s  i t  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  in  Kansas and Nebraska,  

e x h i b i t e d  none o f  the  l o c a l  i s  t i c  town -country  c o n f l i c t  th a t  l a t e r  appeared  

in Oklahoma. Both tow nspeo ple  and farmers saw th e m se l v e s  a s  s u f f e r i n g  from 

th e  f i n a n c i a l  demands o f  e a s t e r n  i n v e s t o r s .

Convergences  Between East  & West Oklahoma

Although we have no d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  c o n ce rn in g  the  s o u r c e s

o f  c a p i t a l  which c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  t h e  economic growth o f  Oklahoma t h e r e  i s

some i n d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i t  was g e n e r a te d  i n t e r n a l  to  th e  s t a t e ,  a t

l e a s t  u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  decade o f  th e  c e n t u r y .  U n t i l  about

1911 o r  1912 th e  P r o g r e s s i v e  wing o f  the  Democrat ic  P a r t y ,  a c o a l i t i o n

o f  prosperous  farmers and smal l  bus in essm en ,  dominated th e  Oklahoma s t a t e

kkgovernment in th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  on th e  l o c a l  l e v e l .

T his  c o a l i t i o n  d i s t r u s t e d  inves tm ent  in th e  newly d e v e l o p i n g  s t a t e  by 

n a t i o n a l  m o n o p o l i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Standard Oil and r a i l r o a d  i n t e r e s t s .  

P r o g r e s s i v e s  throughout  t h e  n a t i o n  during t h i s  e r a ,  not  u n l i k e  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  

a decade e a r l i e r ,  were in o p p o s i t i o n  t o  th e  t r u s t s ,  monopo l i e s  and Wall 

S t r e e t  f i n a n c i e r s .  P r o g r e s s i v e  Democracy in Oklahoma, as  w e l l  a s  in th e  

South ,  was based p r i m a r i l y  on th e  support  o f  fa rm ers ,  merchants ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,

kk
G r e e n ,  pp.  73” 7^.
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45and l a n d l o r d s .  In Oklahoma t h e s e  Southern P r o g r e s s i v e s  were the

" i n t e r l o c k e d  p a r a s i t e s  in  t h e  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  tow ns .

On t h e  s t a t e w i d e  l e v e l  i t  was t h i s  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  D e m o c ra t i c

in  Oklahoma which had w r i t t e n  a p r o g r e s s i v e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w hich  f i r m l y

47r e g u l a t e d  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  The f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  newly formed

s t a t e  gover nm ent  p a s s e d  b i l l s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  t a x e s  o f  r a i l r o a d s ,  g a s  and

o i l  c o m p a n i e s ,  p i p e  l i n e s ,  c o a l  m i n e s ,  t e l e g r a p h  l i n e s ,  t e l e p h o n e

com pan ie s  and e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s .  I t  a l s o  p a s s e d  e x t e n s i v e  l a b o r  

48l e g i s l a t i o n .  On t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  i t  p l a c e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  a b i l i t y

49o f  t h e  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  bo rr ow  money,  t h u s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  

t h e  f i n a n c i a l  f i a s c o e s  t h a t  had ac co m pan ied  t h e  booms o f  s m a l l  towns in 

t h e  e a r l i e r  s e t t l e d  m i d w e s t e r n  s t a t e s .

In a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s u p p r e s s  l a r g e  s c a l e  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  t h e  

p r o g r e s s i v e  D e m o c r a t s ,  u n t i l  t h e y  l o s t  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e ,  p l a y e d  an e s s e n t i a l l y  

r e a c t i o n a r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a p r o g r e s s i v e  r o l e ,  how eve r .  A c c o r d in g  t o  M o o r e ' s  

a r g u m e n t ,  in  p e a s a n t  s o c i e t i e s  t h e  g e n t r y  may a t t e m p t  t o  s u p p r e s s  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and t h e  g ro w th  o f  a n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e .  One o f  t h e

45 G r e e n ,  p .  72 .

^ P r o g r e s s i v e  De mocra ts  in  Oklahoma a l l e g e d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  
R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  w h ich  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  t r u s t s ,  m o n o p o l i e s  and Wall  S t r e e t  
f i n a n c i e r s .  He re  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  w e re  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  ca mpa igns  
a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  "The C a r p e t b a g g e r ,  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  and t h e  Coon;"  
r a c i s m  was mixed w i t h  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  l a r g e  s c a l e  c a p i t a l i s m .  S c a l e s ,  p .  67 .

47W i l l i a m  H. M urray ,  Memoirs o f  G ove rn or  Murray & T r ue H i s t o r y  
o f  Oklahoma ( B o s t o n :  Meador P u b l i s h i n g  C o . , 1945)* pp .  4 0 -4 4 .

^ S c a l e s ,  pp .  8 7 “ 88.

^ M e r r i l l ,  p .  12.
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co n seq u en ces  o f  doing t h i s  i s  t o  keep the  p ea s a n try  on the  land s i n c e  no 

i n d u s t r i a l  o u t l e t s  a re  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  absorb  them. The g e n t r y  may then  

a tt em pt t o  g e n e r a t e  i t s  own c a p i t a l  a ccum ula t i on  in o rd er  t o  c o n t r o l  

th e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f .  This  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  acc ompli shed  

by making e x c e s s i v e  demands on the  s u r p lu s  t h a t  i s  produced by the  

p e a s a n t r y ;  t h e s e  demands a re  then e n fo r c e d  by p o l i t i c a l  means.

As we have seen  l o c a l  e l i t e s  in Oklahoma, l a n d l o r d s  in th e  e a s t  

and smal l  bus inessmen in th e  w e s t ,  a t t em pted  t o  do j u s t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .

The P r o g r e s s i v e  Democrats who re p r e s e n te d  l a n d l o r d s ,  bankers and smal l  

businessmen o r i g i n a l l y  t r i e d  t o  prevent  th e  i n f l u x  o f  exogenous l a r g e  

s c a l e  c a p i t a l i s m .  Thus, th ey  had no s o u r c e  o f  c a p i t a l  accum ulat i on  but  

t h e i r  own r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d /o r  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  e x a c t  

w e a l t h  from the a g r i c u l t u r a l  pro duc ers  in t h e i r  l o c a l  commu ni t ie s .

T hi s  smal l  s c a l e  c a p i t a l  a ccum ula t i on  was ac com pli shed  not  d i r e c t l y  through

land r e n t s  e i t h e r  in th e  e a s t  or  t h e  w e s te rn  par t  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  but

p r i m a r i l y  through the  sys tem o f  c r e d i t ,  th e  mortgage in the  w e s t ,  and the  

c h a t t e l  mortgage in the  e a s t .  The e x t r a c t i o n  o f t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u c e r ' s  

s u r p lu s  was e n f o r c e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  through the  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  Democrat ic  

P arty on t h e  county  l e v e l .  Through the  P r o g r e s s i v e  Democrats'  c o n t r o l  

o f  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in th e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  s t a t e h o o d ,  th e  p e t t y  

b o u r g e o i s i e  a tt em p te d  t o  s t a v e  o f f  th e  growth o f  exoge nous  f i n a n c i a l  

and i n d u s t r i a l  c o n t r o l ,  i . e .  l a r g e  s c a l e  c a p i t a l i s t  develop m en t .

Accord ing  t o  Moore t h i s  s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  should  g e n e r a t e  a r a d i c a l

r i g h t  wing r a t h e r  than a r a d i c a l  l e f t  wing outcome.  The "gentry " should

be a b l e  to  m o b i l i z e  supp or t  among a p o l i t i c a l l y  q u i e s c e n t  p e a s a n tr y  a g a i n s t  

the  i n c i p i e n t  b o u r g e o i s i e .  However,  as  we have s e e n ,  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l
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p r o d u c e r s  o f  Oklahoma had no r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  moral  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  

b a n k e r s  and s m a l l  b u s i n e s s m e n .  The l a t t e r  we re  s e e n  a s  p e r f o r m i n g  no 

n e c e s s a r y  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  h a v i n g  no b a s e s  upon w h ich  t o  demand 

p o l i t i c a l  d e f e r e n c e .  In Oklahoma t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  bond b e tw e en  t h e  

f u n c t i o n a l  e q u i v a l e n t s  o f  t h e  g e n t r y  and t h e  p e a s a n t r y  had n e v e r  e x i s t e d .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  p i o n e e r i n g  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  on t h e  f r o n t i e r  

was a c o n t e x t  in  w h ich  s u ch  a bond c o u l d  n o t  be g e n e r a t e d .  As a r e s u l t  

b o t h  f a r m e r s  and s h a r e c r o p p e r s  w e r e  m o t i v a t e d  t o  e s p o u s e  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

a l t e r n a t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  e x p l o i t e r s  by c o n t i n u i n g  t o  v o t e  

t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  t i c k e t .

P r o g r e s s i v e  D emoc ra ts  in  Oklahoma w e re  u l t i m a t e l y  u n a b l e  t o  

m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  hegemony and a s  a r e s u l t  make Oklahoma a haven 

f o r  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s m e n .  The a d v e n t  o f  World War I b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a 

v a s t l y  i n c r e a s e d  demand f o r  c o t t o n  and w h e a t ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  o i l .  The 

War c r e a t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  g r e a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  t h a n  t h e  

l o c a l  e l i t e s .  Local m e r c h a n t s  and b a n k e r s  began  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  

no l o n g e r  compete  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  mai l  o r d e r  h o u s e s  and new banks  

f i n a n c e d  by o i l  money in  T u l s a  and Oklahoma C i t y . ' ^ * ' ^  T h u s ,  t h e  

l o c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  bet w een  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  and t h e  s m a l l  

b u s i n e s s m e n  w ere  d e s t r o y e d .  A f t e r  1914 t h e  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  Oklahoma 

began t o  d e c l i n e .  At t h e  same t i m e  t h e  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s m e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 

t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  w e re  f o r c e d  t o  y i e l d  t h e i r

50C. B. G l a s s c o c k ,  Then Came O i l :  t h e  S t o r y  o f  t h e  L a s t  F r o n t i e r , 
pp .  2 1 6 ,  2 3 6 . ;  Oklahoma A S H C o l l e g e  E x p e r im e n t  S t a t i o n  B u l l e t i n  194,  
" R e l a t i o n  o f  Town and C o u n t r y  I n t e r e s t s . "

^ I t  was o n l y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  o i l  and  g a s  r e s o u r c e s  we re  
m o n o p o l iz e d  by S t a n d a r d  O i l ,  T ex a co ,  and G u l f  a s  t h e  s m a l l e r  p r o d u c e r s  we re  
d r i v e n  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  G l a s s c o c k ,  p .  155; A r t h u r  M. J o h n s o n ,  P e t r o l e u m  
P i p e l i n e s  and P u b l i c  P o l i c y ,  1906-1959 (Cam bridg e :  H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp .  19 -3 9.
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p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  s t a t e  government to  th e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  wing  

o f  the  p a r t y ,  the  wing which r e p r e s e n t e d  the  n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t e  g i a n t s .

The G en erat ion  o f  Radical  S o l i d a r i t y  Among t h e  Impoverished A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Producers  in Oklahoma

Moore's  t h i r d  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  th e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  pea sa n t  r a d i c a l i s m  

i s  t h e  development  o f  what he c a l l s  " r a d i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y "  among th e  rural  

m a s s e s .  What he means by t h i s ,  as  we have see n  in Chapter I ,  i s  th e  s o c i a l  

and i d e o l o g i c a l  e x c l u s i o n  o f  th e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  d i s f r a n c h i s e d  

from a s o c i a l l y  s t a b l e  and r e s p e c t a b l e  (however low ly  and o p p r e s s e d )  

p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  th e  l o c a l  community.  As a con seq u en ce  o f  t h i s  e x c l u s i o n  

the  pea sa n t  i s  d ep r iv ed  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e n e f i t s  o f  s o c i a l  r e c i p r o c i t y  

which e x i s t  between g e n t r y  and p e a s a n t ,  as  w e l l  a s  between pea sa n t  and 

p e a s a n t ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  h ie r a r c h y  and p a t e r n a l i s m .

The s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which form er ly  in c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  p easant  i n t o  the  

s o c i a l  m a t r ix  are  d e s t r o y e d  and r e p la ce d  by the  "cash n e x u s ."  The s e c u r i t y  

o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  custom once  g u aran te e d  become a b ro g a te d .

As a r e s u l t  t h e  pea sa n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s e n s e  o f  s o c i a l  f r a g m e n t a t i o n ,  

anomie,  and a l i e n a t i o n .  This  p r e d i s p o s e s  him t o  s ee k  an a l t e r n a t i v e  form 

o f  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n  from modern, s e c u l a r ,  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

when and i f  such a group i s  in troduced  or  in t r o d u c e s  i t s e l f  i n t o  th e  

c o u n t r y s i d e .

C l e a r l y  Oklahoma n ev er  had any o f  th e  s o c i a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l  

pea sa n t  s o c i e t y .  As we have s e e n ,  th e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  both th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

produc ers  as  w e l l  a s  the  t o w n s p e o p le ,  had o n l y  moved i n t o  th e  s t a t e  in 

r e spo n se  t o  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  made p o s s i b l e  by th e  economic development  o f  th e  

r e g i o n .  P e t t y  b o u r g eo i s  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and i d e o l o g y  ra t h e r  than an
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a r i s t o c r a t i c  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m ,  the  v i r t u e  o f  a c h ie v e d  r a t h e r  than a s c r i b e d

s t a t u s ,  dominated s o c i a l  l i f e  from the s t a r t .  At t h e  debut  o f  Oklahoma's

growth th e  model o f  moral e x c e l l e n c e  was the  s e l f - m a d e  man. The

rewards o f  hard work and t h r i f t  were g l o r i f i e d .  Economic s u c c e s s  was

52used a s  th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  dominance.

The s u c c e s s f u l  t o w n s p eo p le ,  in c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  th e  P r o s t e s t a n t  

E t h i c ,  comprised a community o f  th e  " e l e c t . "  They d eve lop ed  a s e r i e s  o f  

s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s u p p o r t s ,  membership  

in which i n e v i t a b l y  ex c lu d ed  th e  rural  poor.  The modern i d e o l o g i c a l  

c o n t e x t  o f  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  j u s t i f i e d  th e  pre -em inence  and v i r t u e  

o f  th e  l o c a l  urban e l i t e ,  w h i l e  d e n i g r a t i n g  t h e  worth o f  th e  rural  poor.  

Thus, a s i t u a t i o n  was c r e a t e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  in which th e  rural  poor  

were e f f e c t i v e l y  d en ie d  a c c e s s  t o  membership in the  community.  They 

were thus  d ep r iv e d  o f  the  s o c i a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b e n e f i t s  which such  

membership u s u s a l l y  c o n f e r s  on the  lower s t r a t a  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  peasant  

s o c i e t i e s .  There were b a s i c a l l y  two s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which appear

to  have been t h e  f o c u s  o f  th e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  tow n sp eop le .

These were th e  church and th e  s c h o o l .

The Church

In Oklahoma t h e  m iddle  c l a s s  ch urches  se r v ed  t o  i d e o l o g i c a l l y

l e g i t i m a t e  th e  dominance o f  th e  l o c a l  e l i t e s .  Burbank w r i t e s ,

The r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  to wnspeop le  conf irmed  t h e i r  
b e l i e f  in t h e i r  own moral s u p e r i o r i t y  and i n c r e a s e d  
t h e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  d i s t a n c e  s e p a r a t i n g  them from
t h e  t e n a n t s  in t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  In t h e  towns,  th e
B a p t i s t s ,  M e th o d i s t s  and D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t  a t t r a c t e d

52 Burb ank ,  p .  M l .
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t h e  b u l k  o f  w o r s h i p p e r s .  The e d u c a t e d  m i n i s t e r s  
o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  d e l i v e r e d  a m essag e  which 
f l a t t e r e d  t h e i r  a u d i e n c e s ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  m i d d le  
c l a s s  v i r t u e s  o f  t h r i f t ,  s o b r i e t y  and p e r s o n a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o n e ' s  s t a n d i n g  in  t h i s  w o r l d .
. . . ' B o o s t e r '  r e l i g i o n  c o n s e c r a t e d  t h e  ' s u c c e s s *  
o f  i t s  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  e n c o u r a g e d  s c o r n  f o r  c o u n t r y  
p e o p l e ,  and t h u s  i n t e n s i f i e d  c o n f l i c t i n g  c l a s s  
p e r c e p t  i o n s . 53

54Other s t u d i e s  co nf i rm that ,among  farm o p e r a t o r s ,  th e  more prosperous

w e r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be c h u r c h  members a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a t t e n d  c h u r c h  more

r e g u l a r l y  than the  l e s s  p rosperous  farm ers .  Thus, the  w e l l  to  do

f a r m e r s  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  t o w n s p e o p l e ,  a  b e l i e f  in t h e i r  moral

s u p e r i o r i t y  and t h e  moral  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  i m p o v e r i s h e d  f a r m e r s .

The rural  poor o f  Oklahoma, however,  were not  "Godles s" as  the

to w nspeo p le  f r e q u e n t l y  a cc used  them o f  b e i n g .  Green w r i t e s ,

The d e c r e a s i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  
in  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  t h e  
p o o r  w h i t e s  w e re  becoming l e s s  r e l i g i o u s .  Many s t i l l  
a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  s c h o o l  h o u s e s ,  v i s i t e d  
by c i r c u i t  r i d i n g  p r e a c h e r s  o f  many f a i t h s .  Most s t i l l  
r e a d  t h e  B i b l e  a t  home, s a n g  s p i r i t u a l s  and f l o c k e d  
t o  t h e  summer r e v i v a l  s . 55

Excluded from m iddle  c l a s s  r e l i g i o n  which not  o n ly  d id  not  meet t h e i r

n e e d s ,  b u t  f rom w hich  t h e y  w e re  a l s o  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  o s t r a c i z e d ,  t h e  r u r a l

poor had t h e i r  own forms o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h is  r e l i g i o n  was

b a s i c a l l y  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t ,  e v a n g e l i c a l ,  and r e v i v a l i s t i c .  The p r i m i t i v e

5 3 l b i d . ,  p .  449.
c4

Oklahoma A S M  C o l l e g e  E x p e r im e n t  S t a t i o n  Bui l e t  in  No. 2 1 1 ,  "A 
S tu d y  o f  C e r t i a n  Economic F a c t o r s  i n  R e l a t i o n  t o  S o c i a l  L i f e  Among 
Oklahoma C o t t o n  F a r m e r s , "  p .  2 1 ,  by 0 .  D. Duncan and J .  T.  S a n d e r s ,  1933; 
Oklahoma A S M  C o l l e g e  E x p e r im e n t  S t a t i o n  Bui l e t  in  No. 185,  "  The 
R e l a t i o n s  o f  Economic ,  S o c i a l  and E d u c a t i o n  Advancement o f  F a rm er s  t o  t h e i r  
Membership  in  O r g a n i z a t i o n s , "  p .  10,  by L. D. H o w e l l ,  1929.

‘’"’G r e e n ,  p .  254.
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W e s le y a n s ,  t h e  Campbel1 i t e s , and t h e  P e n t e c o s t a l s  w e re  among t h e  

s e c t s  f a v o r e d  by t h e s e  p e o p l e . ^

E. P. Thompson d e s c r i b e s  a  s i m i l a r  phenomenon in h i s  work on 

E n g l i s h  p e a s a n t s  who w ere  b e i n g  v i c t i m i z e d  by t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  

i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  T h ese  p e a s a n t s  t u r n e d  t o  P r i m i t i v e  Methodi sm,  a l s o  a 

f u n d a m e n t a l i s t ,  e v a n g e l i c a l  form o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  a way o f  e x p r e s s i n g  n o t  

o n l y  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  z e a l ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u r c h ,  a c h u r c h  w hi ch  was d o m in a t ed  by t h e  l o c a l  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  

and t h e  g e n t r y .  T h e i r  r e l i g i o n  a d d r e s s e d  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  and 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  lower  c l a s s e s  by e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  a l l  s o u l s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p o o r ,  c o u l d  be s a v e d .  T h u s ,  t h i s  l o w e r - c l a s s  

b a s e d  r e l i g i o n  e n c o u r a g e d  a c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  among t h e s e  p e o p l e  by 

e n h a n c i n g  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  and moral  s e l f -  

w o r t h — q u a l i t i e s  w hich  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s  c h u r c h  d e n i e d  t o  them. Thompson 

a r g u e s  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  w e re  t h e  s e e d b e d s  f o r  t h e  dev e lo p m e n t  

o f  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and p o l i t i c a l  r a d i c a l i s m  in t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e . ^  We 

w i l l  s e e  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  how t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklahoma 

u t i l i z e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  r u r a l  p o o r  t o  " p r e a c h  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  g o s p e l . "

The School

A n o th e r  i m p o r t a n t  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  t h e  communi ty  f rom w hich  

t h e  r u r a l  p o o r  w e re  e x c l u d e d  we re  t h e  s c h o o l s .  Given t h e  f i s c a l  p r e r o g a t i v e s  

o f  t h e  town c o n t r o l l e d  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s  we would e x p e c t  t h a t  r u r a l

5 6 l b i d . ,  pp .  5 7 ,  240.

^ E .  P. Thompson,  The Making o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Working C l a s s , p .  306.
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s c h o o l s  would  s u f f e r  in  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  s c h o o l s  found in  t h e  towns .  In

a s t u d y  made in  1918 i t  c e r t a i n l y  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  we re

u n d e r f u n d e d .  I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,

The t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  5 ,951 s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  
and l o t s  in r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  (was) a p p r o x i m a t e l y
on e  t h i r d  t h a t  o f  t h e  960 b u i l d i n g s  and l o t s  in
c i t y  and v i l l a g e  d i s t r i c t s . 58

The same s t u d y  fo und  t h a t  o f  t h e  money r a i s e d  by t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,

Of t h e  $ 9 , 5 6 4 , 3 4 2  s p e n t  f o r  common s c h o o l s  in 
1916, o n l y  40.4% was s p e n t  f o r  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  a l ­
t h o u g h  t h e y  have 56.1% o f  t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t . 59

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y ,  Oklahoma s c h o o l s  

g o t  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f rom  t h r e e  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  c o u n t y ,  and 

t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  As we m i g h t  e x p e c t  t h e  c o u n t y  p r o v i d e d  v e r y  

l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s .  The c o u n t y  was e n t i t l e d  t o  l evy  

up t o  one  m i l l  on  e v e r y  d o l l a r  o f  t a x a b l e  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e  f o r  common s ch o o l  

p u r p o s e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c o u l d  l e v y  up t o  f i v e  m i l l s  f o r  

t h i s  p u r p o s e .  The c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h i s  was t h a t  e a c h  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r a i s i n g  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  f u n d s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  i t s  s c h o o l s .

"Th e r a i s i n g  o f  62 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  money u sed  f o r  r u r a l  s c h o o l  p u r p o s e s  (was)

in  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  b o a r d s  o f  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  and t h e  e l e c t o r s  o f  t h o s e  d i s ­

t r i c t s ! ^  In t h e  po o r  r u r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h i s  mus t  h ave  been a heavy bu r  

d e n .  A l th o u g h  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  c e n t r a l i z i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f u n d i n g  

r u r a l  s c h o o l s  by t a x i n g  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  by a g r a d u a t e d  l an d  t a x  w e re

CQ
C h a r l e s  E. G ibson ,  "Farm C h i l d r e n  in Ok lah om a, "  C h i ld  Labor  

B u l l e t i n  VII ( 1 9 1 8 ) ,  p .  48 .

5 9 l b i d . , pp .  4 9 -5 0 .
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i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  v e r y  e a r l y  in  s t a t e h o o d ,  t h e y  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a i l  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s . ^

Yet  most  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  f r e q u e n t l y  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  s c h o o l ;  t h e y

62w e re  u s u a l l y  n eeded  on t h e  f a m i l y  fa rm .  When t h e y  d i d  a t t e n d  i t  was

l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  in  t h e  town s c h o o l s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,

t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  d i d  n o t  meet  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  f o r  a

r e l e v a n t  e d u c a t i o n .  L o c a t e d  in  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  com m u n i t i e s

t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  o f  Oklahoma w e re  s u p p o sed  t o  p r o v i d e  " v o c a t i o n a l

a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a i n i n g "  f o r  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  However t h e  m i d d le  c l a s s

t e a c h e r s  who s t a f f e d  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  w e re  e i t h e r  u n w i l l i n g  o r  u n a b l e  t o  

63p r o v i d e  t h i s .  They w e re  more l i k e l y  t o  g e a r  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  t o  t h e  

more a c a d e m i c  d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e  who w i s h e d  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  and more adv a n ced  e d u c a t i o n .  T hus ,  when t h e  

a u t h o r  o f  t h e  s t u d y  j u s t  m e n t i o n e d ,  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  c l a s s  p r e j u d i c e s  o f  

h i s  d a y ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e  r u r a l  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  who f a i l e d  t o  v o t e  f o r  

more s c h o o l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  w e re  " i g n o r a n t "  and d i d  n o t  "know t h e  v a l u e "  

o f  s c h o o l s ,  one  i s  f o r c e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .  Many o f  t h e  r u r a l  

p e o p l e ,  b e i n g  p o o r ,  and s e e i n g  no b e n e f i t s  t o  be  d e r i v e d  f rom  an 

e d u c a t i o n  o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  t o w n s p e o p l e ,  most  l i k e l y  behaved  

in  a r a t i o n a l  way by f a i l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w i t h  t h e i r  

h a r d  e a r n e d  money.

^ H a r m o n ,  p .  82 .

^ G i b s o n ,  pp.  5 0 - 5 1 .

6 3 1 b i d . , p .  48 .
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Local I n s t i t u t i o n s

The s c h o o l  and t h e  c h u r c h  in a r u r a l  communi ty a r e  two v e r y

i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h r o u g h  which l e g i t i m a t i n g  i d e o l o g i e s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d

and t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  youn g.  The i d e o l o g i e s  e x p r e s s e d  in  t h e  m i d d le  c l a s s

s c h o o l s  and c h u r c h e s  in Oklahoma n o t  o n l y  b o r e  no r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  l i v e s

o f  t h e  r u r a l  p o o r ,  b u t  a l s o  d e n i g r a t e d  t h e i r  moral  w o r t h  and t h e i r  s e n s e

o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  The l o c a l  p r e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  t h e  same

m e s s a g e . ^  The moral  v a l u e  o f  econo mic  s u c c e s s  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f a i l u r e

o f  t h o s e  who f a i l e d  t o  a c h i e v e  i t  was even r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  b o y s '  and

g i r l s '  c l u b s  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  c o u n t y  a g e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

65e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e .

The r u r a l  po o r  w e re  w i t h o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  o r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  g e n e r a t e d  and d o m in a t ed  by 

t h e  more a f f l u e n t  t o w n s p e o p l e .  They w e re  i s o l a t e d  in  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  

u n i t s  on t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  fa rm s  in t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  They had l i t t l e  

o r  no l e i s u r e .  The e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  h a r d  work n e c e s s a r y  t o  

p r o v i d e  even  minimal  s u b s i s t e n c e  must  h av e  c r e a t e d  d i s i l l u s i o n  w i t h  an 

i d e o l o g y  w h ich  p u r p o r t e d  t o  reward  h a r d  work and t h r i f t  w i t h  econo mic  and 

s o c i a l  s u c c e s s .  For t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  i d e o l o g y  we re  

p e o p l e d  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  l e i s u r e ,  who d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  work h a r d ,  b u t  

who w e re  s e e n  a s  l i v i n g  o f f  t h e  f a r m e r s '  l a b o r .  T h es e  e x p l o i t e r s  c o u l d  

e a s i l y  be  p e r c e i v e d  a s  v e r y  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a r m e r s '  p o v e r t y .

^ B u r b a n k ,  p p .  4 4 7 ,  448.

^ G i b s o n ,  pp.  46-1*7.
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In th e  ab sence  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  forms f o r  l e g i t i m a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

a u t h o r i t y ,  i . e .  forms b u i l t  on n o t i o n s  o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  d i v i n e l y  

o r d a i n e d ,  and b i o l o g i c a l l y  i n h e r i t e d  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  the  r u l i n g  e l i t e  had a 

weak b a s i s  f o r  j u s t i f y i n g  i t s  own dominance.  Furthermore,  th e  c l a im s  

t h i s  e l i t e  made t o  i t s  s o c i a l  u s e f u l n e s s  were not p e r c e i v e d  as  f u l f i l l i n g  

important  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  by th e  o p p r e s s e d .  In th e  l o c a l  p res s  

e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  i n i t i a t i v e ,  r a t h e r  than th e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  th e  farm p o p u l a t i o n ,  

was lauded as  p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  development  o f  what had o n ly  

r e c e n t l y  been a w i l d e r n e s s .  F i n a l l y ,  the  i d e o l o g i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  

the  l o c a l  hegemony o f  th e  to w n sp eo p le ,  based as  th ey  were on pers on al  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o n e ' s  own s u c c e s s  or  f a i l u r e ,  must have appeared  

u n t en a b le  t o  th e  farmers and t e n a n t s  whose c o n s t a n t  and arduous labor  

seemed to  lead o n l y  to  f u r t h e r  impoverishment and s o c i a l  o s t r a c i s m .

Thus,  much l i k e  p ea s a n ts  who were o u s te d  from th e  p r o t e c t i v e  

p a t e r n a l i s m  o f  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  G e m e in s c h a f t , t h e  rural  poor d ev e lo p ed  what 

Moore c a l l s  " r a d i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y . "  The ways in which th e  S o c i a l i s t  Party  

in Oklahoma u t i l i z e d  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  g e n e r a t e  supp or t  f o r  an i d e o l o g y ,  

which e x t e r n a l i z e d  th e  h o s t i l i t y  which th e  " i n t e r l o c k e d  p a r a s i t e s "  in the  

towns a tt em pted  t o  make the  rural  poor i n t e r n a l i z e , w i l l  be ex p lo red  

in t h e  n ex t  c h a p t e r .
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Chapter VI

SOCIALISM IN OKLAHOMA— THE POLITICAL TRANSFORMATION 

OF AGRARIAN DISCONTENT

In t h i s  f i n a l  ch a p te r  we w i l l  d i s c u s s  th e  impact o f  the  S o c i a l i s t  

P arty  on th e  Oklahoma o f  th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  decade o f  the  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y .  We w i l l  f i r s t  b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s  th e  S o c i a l i s t  Party  in America 

dur ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  i d e o l o g y ,  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s t  movement. S e c o n d ly ,  and most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  we 

w i l l  a t t em p t t o  c l a r i f y  th e  ways in which th e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  

through i t s  methods o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n ,  was a b l e  to  

t r a n s l a t e  a modern s e c u l a r  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  movement,  f i r m l y  grounded  

in c u r r e n t s  o f  European and Mar xis t  t h o u g h t ,  i n t o  a s t r u c t u r a l  and 

c u l t u r a l  idiom which was i d e o l o g i c a l l y  p a l a t a b l e  t o  a r u r a l ,  American,  

and p e a s a n t - l i k e  p o p u l a t i o n .

As we have seen  in p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r s ,  the  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma had 

a unique s e t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l ,  ec onom ic ,  and s o c i a l  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  wh ich ,  

we have argued ,  l e d  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  which f u l f i l l e d  Moore's  t h r e e  p re ­

r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  th e  development  o f  a g r a r ia n  r a d i c a l i s m .  To r e i t e r a t e  

b r i e f l y ,  t h e s e  were:

1) a labor r e p r e s s i v e  form o f  market a g r i c u l t u r e ,

2) c o n f l i c t s  between th e f u n c t i o n a l  e q u i v a l e n t s  o f  p e a s a n t s  and 

g e n t r y ,  and
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3) a l o c a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  which e x c l u d e d  t h e  p o o r e s t

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  in  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  f rom p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

in  t h e  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  l o c a l  communi ty .

Y e t ,  t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  need n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  h ave  led  

t o  t h e  o v e r t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  in  t h e  form o f  p o l i t i c a l  r a d i c a l i s m .  

An i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o r c e  was needed  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i o n .  T h i s  f o r c e  was t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  A m er ic a .  The S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  was a mass b a s e d  s o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  whose s t r a t e g i c  t h r u s t  was n o t  

one  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i o l e n c e , b u t  o f  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s .  T h i s  

p a r t y  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  s h a p i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  a g r a r i a n  d i s c o n t e n t  

t o o k  in  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma.

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  A m er ic a— The S t r u c t u r e  and C o n te n t  
o f  Amer ican  S o c i a l i s m .  1901 t o  t h e  F i r s t  World War

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  A m er ic a ,  f rom i t s  f o u n d i n g  in  1901 t o  t h e  

F i r s t  World War,  c a n n o t  m e r e l y  be  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  an  i n s t a n c e  o f  an 

o p p o s i t i o n a l  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement in  America  which was bo rn  in t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  an e r a  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  r e f o r m ,  i . e .  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  

E r a . ^  C e r t a i n l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  P a r t y ' s  s u c c e s s  may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

l i b e r a l  c l i m a t e  o f  o p i n i o n  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s .  As an o r g a n i z a t i o n  engaged  

in e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  o v e r a l l  s t r a t e g y ,  i t  i n d eed  made 

demands  f o r  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  r e f o r m .  Y e t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  was

^We w i l l  o n l y  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  P a r t y  from i t s  f o u n d i n g  in  1901 u n t i l  
t h e  F i r s t  World War. With  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h i s  w a r ,  and t h e  R u s s i a n  Revo­
l u t i o n ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  un d e r w en t  p r o f o u n d  ch a n g es  w h ich  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  
a l t e r e d  i t s  n a t u r e .  David  Shannon ,  The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  Am er ica  (New 
York:  MacmH l a n , • '1 955) ,  C h a p t e r  V I I ;  James  W e i n s t e i n ,  The D e c l i n e  o f  
S o c i a l i s m  in  Amer ica  (New York:  Random House ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  C h a p t e r  IV.
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a l s o  a p o l i t i c a l  movement co m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t  ion  o f  t h e  

c a p i t l i s t  s o c i e t y  i n t o  a s o c i a l i s t  o n e .  As s u c h ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  o f  Am er ic a  must  be p a r t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  one  b r a n c h  o f  an  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement .

H e re  two q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y ,  had no forma l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  any l a r g e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s t  body.  T h u s ,  t o  

s e e  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  Amer ica  a s  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  movement i s  in 

no way t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  o r  t h e  P a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  was a c t i n g  

a s  " a n  a g e n t  o f  a f o r e i g n  p o w e r . "  S e c o n d l y ,  t o  c a l l  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  a s  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in no way i m p l i e s  t h a t  i t s  

l e a d e r s h i p  was co m m i t t e d  t o  armed s t r u g g l e , o r  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  had a s  

i t s  goal  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  by f o r c e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  Amer ican  s o c i e t y .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  P a r t y ' s  mem bersh ip  i n ­

c l u d e d  g r o u p s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  who e s p o u s e d  t h e  e n t i r e  s p e c t r u m  o f  

s o c i a l i s t  t h o u g h t  and o p n i o n  t h a t  was c u r r e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  P o l i ­

t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  s h a d i n g  i n t o  r e f o r m i s m  c o u l d  be  found  on t h e  

" r i g h t , "  w h i l e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  Amer ican  form o f  a n a r c h o - s y n d i c a l i s m  was 

r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  e x t r e m e  " l e f t . "

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  Am er ic a  in  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y  was 

a u n i q u e  t y p e  o f  s o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in Amer ican h i s t o r y .  U n l i k e  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  Lab or  P a r t y  w h ich  p r e c e d e d  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  i t  was n o t  a s e c t a r i a n
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o r g a n i z a t i o n  whose l e a d e r s h i p  demanded d o c t r i n a l  o r t h o d o x y  o r  whose

member ship  was e f f e c t i v e l y  l i m i t e d  t o  im migra n t  and e t h n i c  w ork in g
3

c l a s s  e n c l a v e s  in  a few l a r g e  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s .  N or ,  l i k e  t h e  Communist 

P a r t y  w hi ch  d e v e lo p e d  l a t e r  in r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  was t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  a c a d r e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .

The P a r t y  was b a s i c a l l y  a c o a l i t i o n  o f  numerous  t y p e s  o f
Z,

s o c i a l i s t s  and s o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The l o o s e  f e d e r a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  

o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  w hich  p e r m i t t e d  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  l o c a l  autonomy on t h e  

s t a t e w i d e  l e v e l , p e r m i t t e d  t h e  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  w hi ch  was 

a b l e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  d i v e r s i t y .  The P a r t y  had t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  be a b l e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  e t h n i c s  and n a t i v e  

A m e r i c a n s ,  w o r k e r s  and f a r m e r s ,  m i d d l e  c l a s s  and w o r k in g  c l a s s  members,  

C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l i s t s  and M a r x i s t  a t h e i s t s .  I t  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  a b ro a d  

s p e c t r u m  o f  t h e  Amer ican p o p u l a t i o n  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y .  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  

members and l o c a l s  c o u l d  be found f rom Vermont  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  Becaus e  

o f  i t s  p o l i c y  o f  f o s t e r i n g  l o c a l  au ton om y,  e a c h  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u l d  

f o r m u l a t e  a p rogram and s e t  o f  im media te  demands w hich  w e re  b a s e d  on t h e

s p e c i f i c  n ee d s  and p ro b lem s  o f  i t s  own c o n s t i t u e n c y .

I n e v i t a b l y ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  i t s  d i v e r s i t y ,  f a c t i o n a l i s m  and 

i n t e r n e c i n e  w a r f a r e  was t h e  r u l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  on t h e  n a t i o n a l

a s  w e l l  a s  on t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l . Y e t ,  wh at  u n i t e d  t h e  P a r t y  was a b a s i c

3
I b i d . ,  C h a p t e r s  I & V.

it
W e i n s t e i n ,  C h a p t e r  I .

'M ra  K i p n i s ,  The American S o c i a l i s t  Movement,  1897*1912 (New York:  
Greenwood P r e s s ,  1968T"!
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c o n s e n s u s  a s  t o  t h e  u n a c c e p t a b i 1i t y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  

and t h e  commitment  t o  work to w a r d s  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h a t  s o c i e t y  

i n t o  a " c o o p e r a t i v e  commonw ea l th ."

The Concept  o f  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Commonwealth

The t e rm  " c o o p e r a t i v e  commonwealth"  was u sed  e x t e n s i v e l y  by

t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  S o c i a l i s t s .  I t  had i t s  o r i g i n s  in  t h e  book by

t h e  same t i t l e  w r i t t e n  by Lawrence G ro n lund  in 1884.  G r o n l u n d ' s  book ,

. . . was t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  by an American s o c i a l i s t  
t o  w r i t e  in  E n g l i s h  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  y e t  s i m p l i f i e d  
a n a l y s i s  o f  Marxism f o r  t h e  man in  t h e  s t r e e t .

However ,  w h i l e  Gron lund a c c e p t e d  M a r x ' s  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l

d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  he d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n

t o  s o c i a l i s m  by c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  A l th o u g h  G r o n l u n d ' s  book i t s e l f  was

n o t  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  upon i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  h i s  i d e a s  w e re  w i d e l y

p o p u l a r i z e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  upon t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  B a l l a m y ' s  Looking

Backw ard . T h i s  l a t t e r  book,  w hich  in  t h e  form o f  a no v e l  o u t l i n e d  in

r e l a t i v e  d e t a i l  a v i s i o n  o f  a c o o p e r a t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  c o m p e t i t i v e

s o c i e t y ,  was i n t e l i e c t u a l l y  g ro u n d e d  in  t h e  American u t o p i a n  s o c i a l i s t i c

t r a d i t i o n .  Y e t ,  l i k e  G r o n l u n d ,  Bel lamy A m e r i c a n i z e d  and t r a n s f o r m e d

M a r x ' s  n o t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  ch a n g e  f rom c a p i t a l i s m

t o  s o c i a l i s m .  While Marx b e l i e v e d  t h a t  change was i n e v i t a b l y  g e n e r a t e d

o u t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  c a p i t a l i s m  and m a n i f e s t e d  in

c l a s s  c o n f l i c t , ^  Be l l am y saw s o c i a l i s m  a s  p o t e n t i a l l y  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  a

p e a c e f u l  e v o l u t i o n i s m  in  w hi ch  r a t i o n a l  human b e i n g s  would  come t o  s e e

^ Q u i n t ,  p .  28.

^K ar l  Marx,  The Communist M a n i f e s t o , (New York:  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1954) .
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t h a t  c o o p e r a t i o n  was a more p r o g r e s s i v e  p r i n c i p l e .  They would  t h e n  

p r o c e e d  t o  a l t e r  s o c i e t y  in c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e .

Both t h e  Europe an  Marxian e m p h a s i s  on c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h e  more American e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i s i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  we re  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  i d e o l o g y .  T h ese  

d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  we re  g ro unded  in t h e  s o c i a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  P a r t y  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  and a r t i c u l a t e d  by t h e
g

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  P a r t y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  g r o u p s .

The u n i q u e  b ra n d  o f  s o c i a l i s m  o f  t h e  American S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  was b a s i c a l l y  

hewn o u t  o f  t h e s e  two t r a d i t i o n s .

G o a l s  and S t r a t e g y

A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  we w i l l  t r y  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  s h a r e d  

c o n s e n s u s  w h ich  can in  some s e n s e  be  s a i d  t o  have o v e r l a i d  t h e  m u l t i ­

p l i c i t y  o f  p e r s p e c t i v e  and p o s i t i o n  among c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y .  The g o a l s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  in  u s h e r i n g  in  t h e  

c o o p e r a t i v e  s o c i e t y  w e re  b a se d  on a s t a t i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  

s o c i a l i s t  commonwealth.  The s t a t e ,  in  M a r x i s t  p a r l a n c e ,  was t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  arm o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e .  The i n d u s t r i a l  v i o l e n c e  w hich  formed 

a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Amer ican  l i f e  in t h e  l a s t  two d e c a d e s  

o f  t h e  19t h  c e n t u r y ,  and t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  gov e rn m e n t  t o  q u e l l  t h i s  

v i o l e n c e ,  g ave  p a r t i c u l a r  c r e d e n c e  t o  s u ch  a f o r m u l a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

I f  t h e  s t a t e  was t h e  t o o l  o f  l a r g e  m o n o p o l i e s ,  t r u s t s ,  and c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  

t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  by t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  was a p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  t h e

g
Paul  B u h l e ,  " I n t e l l e c t u a l s  in t h e  D e b s i a n  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y , "

R a d i c a l  Am er ica  IV ( A p r i l  1970) .



-  231 -

e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  c l a s s  r u l e .  The e v e n t u a l  c a p t u r e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

s t a t e  would  t u r n  i t  i n t o  an i n s t r u m e n t  o f  p o p u l a r  g o v e r n m e n t .  U n l i k e  

P o p u l i s t s ,  P r o g r e s s i v e s ,  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r s  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t s  d i d  n o t  want  t h e  e x i s t i n g  go v er n m en t  t o  m e r e l y  r e g u l a t e  

t h e  t r u s t s  and m o n o p o l i e s  in o r d e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  an  e a r l i e r  form o f  

c o m p e t i t i v e ,  s m a l l  s c a l e  c a p i t a l i s t  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  e i t h e r  a g r a r i a n  

o r  i n d u s t r i a l .  I f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  w e re  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  s t a t e  t h e y  would  

n o t  d e s t r o y  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  g i a n t s  b u t  n a t i o n a l i z e  them.  They would 

e l i m i n a t e  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  p r o f i t  and s u b s t i t u t e  an econo mic  s y s t e m  

w hich  would  r e t u r n  in  f u l l  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r .

The p r a g m a t i c  b e l i e f  in  r a t i o n a l i t y  and p r o g r e s s  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

t h e  r e f o r m i n g  e r a  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  S o c i a l i s t  i d e o l o g y .  S o c i a l i s t s  

we re  o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  commonweal th 

was w i t h i n  t h e  re a lm  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e ,  p e r h a p s  w i t h i n  t h e  l i f e t i m e  o f  

p a r t y  members.  I t  was t o  be b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h r e e  

b a s i c  s t r a t e g i e s .  T h es e  w e r e :

1. E d u c a t i o n  and p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n - - A m e r i c a n s ,  i t  was f e l t ,  

n eeded  t o  be made aw are  o f  b o t h  t h e  m o r a l i t y  and p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  

s o c i a l i s m  a s  an  econo mic  and p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  

c o n v e r s i o n  was t o  be b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t h e  p r i n t e d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

spoken w ord .  The P a r t y  p r i d e d  i t s e l f  on t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  i t s  

p r e s s  and t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i t s  p a m p h l e t s .  In t h e  d ay s  b e f o r e  t h e  mass 

med ia  became an i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m essage  t h e  word was s p r e a d  

by a  h o s t  o f  n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e ,  and l o c a l  S o c i a l i s t  l e c t u r e r s ,  s p e a k e r s ,  

and even  S o c i a l i s t  Sunday s c h o o l s .
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2.  I n d u s t r i a l  u n i o n i s m - - S o c i a l i s t s  we re  opposed  t o  t h e  " b r e a d  

and b u t t e r "  c r a f t  u n i o n i s m  w i t h  w hich  Gompers d o m in a t ed  t h e  l a b o r  

movement in  A m er ic a .  At t h e  r i s k  o f  o v e r s i m p l i f y i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  v i s - a - v i s  t h e  u n i o n s ,  s u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  

s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  " b o r i n g  from w i t h i n . "  T h i s  mean t  in e s s e n c e  

t h a t  S o c i a l i s t s  u r g e d  w o rk e r s  t o  j o i n  e x t a n t  u n i o n s  in o r d e r  t o  

i n f l u e n c e  them t o  s u p p o r t  S o c i a l i s t  g o a l s  and p r o g r a m s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,

i t  was hoped t h e y  would  c o n v i n c e  w o r k e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  s o c i a l i s m ,  and t u r n  

t h e  u n i o n s  i n t o  b a s e s  from which t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  c o u l d  be s u c c e s s ­

f u l l y  waged.  A l th o u g h  t h i s  p o l i c y  f i n a l l y  p roved  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  P a r t y  

was o f f i c i a l l y  o p p o s ed  t o  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  " d u a l  u n i o n i s m "  in which 

S o c i a l i s t s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  b u i l d  s o c i a l i s t  u n i o n s  which w e re  p a r a l l e l  

t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  o n e s .

3 .  The b a l l o t  b o x - - S o c i a l i s t s  w e re  t o  run c a n d i d a t e s  in a l l  

t y p e s  o f  e l e c t i o n s ,  l o c a l ,  m u n i c i p a l ,  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l .  A l th o u g h  

t h e r e  we re  some e l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  which can  be  s a i d  t o  have 

d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  b e l i e f  was w i d e l y  h e l d  in

t h e  power o f  t h e  b a l l o t  box t o  g e n e r a t e  t h e  " c o o p e r a t i v e  commonweal th . "

Thus t h e  im m e d ia t e ,  and in d eed  s o l e ,  g o a l  o f  t h e
S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  was t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  s l a v e s  o f
c a p i t a l  to  v o t e  t h e i r  own e m a n c ip a t i o n .9

In i t s  commitment  t o  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  democracy  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  o f  America  was a k i n  t o  t h e  German S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y .

I t s  g r a d u a l i s m ,  i t s  " s t e p - a t - a - t i m e "  s o c i a l i s m ,  was v e r y  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  

B e r n s t e i n i a n  r e v i s i o n i s m .  Y e t ,  t o  draw t o o  c l o s e  a p a r a l l e l  be tween

^ K i p n i s ,  p.  11**.
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th e  two p a r t i e s  would be m i s l e a d i n g .  F i r s t l y ,  w h i l e  th e  German SPD 

was f a i r l y  w e l l  r e p r e s e n te d  in the  R e i c h s t a g ,  t h i s  was not  so  f o r  

the  American S o c i a l i s t  P ar ty  in the  h a l l s  o f  Congress .  One reason  

f o r  t h i s  may be t h a t  the  two p a r ty  sy s tem in America,  by t h a t  e r a  so  

f i r m l y  en tr enched  in p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  prevented  meaningful  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  by a d d i t i o n a l  p a r t i e s .  However,  as  Weinstein^® has  

shown, t h i s  was not  th e  c a s e  on the  l o c a l ,  m u n i c i p a l ,  and s t a t e  

l e v e l s  o f  government where s o c i a l i s t  o f f i c i a l s  were o c c a s i o n a l l y  e l e c t e d  

dur ing t h i s  e r a .  S ec o n d ly ,  u n l i k e  i t s  German c o u n t e r p a r t ,  the  American  

S o c i a l i s t  Party  had r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e  in th e  c o u n c i l s  

o f  t r a d e  union ism.  By t h a t  era  Gomperism in America was f i r m l y  in the  

c o n t r o l  o f  th e  American F e d e r a t io n  o f  Labor and i t s  p o l i c y  o f  "bread  

and b u t ter "  unioni sm.  F i n a l l y ,  the  American S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  u n l i k e  the  

German SDP, had th e  t a s k  o f  t r y i n g  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  an e t h n i c a l l y  

h e te r o g en eo u s  working c l a s s  i n t o  th e  movement.

E t h n i c i t y ,  S o c i a l i s t  S t r e n g t h ,  and F a c t i o n a l i s m

C e r t a i n l y  much o f  th e  impetus f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  th e  S o c i a l i s t  Party  

came from two European immigrants ,  V i c t o r  Berger o f  Milwaukee and Morris  

H i l l q u i t  o f  New York. Both were t r a d e  union l e a d e r s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  

who emerged from working c l a s s  e t h n i c  e n c l a v e s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

c i t i e s .  Both were s t e e p e d  in th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  contemporary  

European s o c i a l i s t  movement. However,  t h i s  i s  not  t o  say t h a t  th e  l e a d e r ­

s h i p  o f  th e  Part y  was dominated by European i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  Both Eugene 

V. Debs and W i l l i am  D. "Big B i l l "  Haywood came o u t  o f  a m idwes te rn ,

' ^ W e i n s t e i n ,  pp .  116 -1 8 .



-  234 -

n a t i v e  American t r a d i t i o n .  Debs was t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y

c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  U.S.  p r e s i d e n c y  in f o u r  c o n s e c u t i v e  P r e s i d e n t i a l

e l e c t i o n s ,  w h i l e  Haywood who h a i l e d  from I n d i a n a ,  was t h e  o r g a n i z e r

o f  t h e  W es te rn  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  M iners  and l a t e r  o f  t h e  a n a r c h o - s y n d i c a l i s t

I .W.W., w hich  had i t s  s t r e n g t h  in t h e  West and Midwest .

N e i t h e r  was t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  d o m in a t e d  by

E u r o p e a n s .  I n s t e a d  f o u r - f i f t h s  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  f o u n d i n g

c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  were  American b o r n . ^  F u r t h e r m o r e ,

t h e  member ship  and e l e c t o r a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  was by no

means l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  e t h n i c  u rb a n  p r o l e t a r i a t .  One a u t h o r  w r i t e s ,

U n t i l  1918 t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e l a t i v e  v o t i n g  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  
movement l a y  w e s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r ,  in  t h e  s t a t e s  
w he re  m i n i n g ,  l u m b e r in g  and t e n a n t  f a r m in g  p r e v a i l e d . ' ^

A l th o u g h  we have  no d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e t h n i c  o r i g i n s  o f  t h i s  w e s t e r n

c o n s t i t u e n c y  ( t h e  f a r m e r s  o f  M i s s o u r i ,  K a n sa s ,  A r k a n s a s ,  Texas  and

Oklahoma,  and t h e  m i n e r s  and t i m b e r  w o r k e r s  o f  t h e  Rocky M oun ta ins

and P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t )  t h a t  v o t e d  S o c i a l i s t ,  we know t h a t  t h e y  had a

13c u l t u r e  and a l e a d e r s h i p  w hich  was in  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  Amer ican  t r a d i t i o n .

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  e t h n i c  w o rk in g  c l a s s  o f  Eu ropean  o r i g i n s  e s p o u s e d

a more c l a s s i c a l  s o c i a l i s t  i d e o l o g y  t h a n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  American p e e r s .

Shannon w r i t e s ,

The New Y o r k e r s '  knowledge o f  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  and t h e i r  
p r i d e  in  t h a t  knowledge  som et imes  l ed  them t o  a d o p t  a 
c o n d e s c e n d i n g  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e i r  u n t u t o r e d  co m ra des  from

^ K i p n i s ,  p.  104.

' ^ W e i n s t e i n ,  p .  23 .

^ S h a n n o n ,  pp.  2 5 - 2 6 ,  37-39•
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f rom t h e  w e s t e r n  p l a i n s ,  who g e n e r a l l y  d i d  n o t  
know s u r p l u s  v a l u e  f rom long d i v i s i o n  o r  C a p i t a l  
f rom t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  B rum ai re  and d i d  n o t  c a r e  t o  
know. 1 **

However,  t h i s  f a c t  a l o n e  s h o u l d  n o t  l e ad  us t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  e t h n i c  

w ork in g  c l a s s  S o c i a l i s t s  we re  more " r a d i c a l "  t h a n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  American 

c o u n t e r p a r t s .  Nor s h o u l d  we i m m e d ia t e ly  assume t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  w e s t e r n  

a g r a r i a n s  and m i n e r s  we re  n o t  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s t e e p e d  in  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

c l a s s i c s  t h e y  we re  m e r e l y  " r e f o r m i s t s . "  In f a c t ,  t h e  New York and 

Milwaukee S o c i a l i s t s  have been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  wing 

o f  t h e  P a r t y .  The f a r m e r s ,  m i n e r s ,  and t i m b e r  w o r k e r s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  

d i s t i n c t i v e  g r a s s  r o o t s  Amer ican t r a d i t i o n s  have been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  

t h e  L e f t  wing and more t r u l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  wing o f  t h e  P a r t y . ^

Y e t ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  p a r t y  f a c t i o n s  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

e i t h e r  l e f t  wing r e v o l u t i o n i s t s  o r  r i g h t  wing r e f o r m i s t s  n e e d s  r e f o r m u ­

l a t i o n .  One s c h o l a r  q u e s t i o n s  t h i s  n o t i o n  o f  a  u n i l i n e a r  co n t i n u u m .  He 

a r g u e s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  S o c i a l i s t s  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  in  t e rm s  o f  

L e f t ,  R i g h t  and C e n t e r ,  and some s c h o l a r s ^  have a c c e p t e d  t h i s  

c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n ,  " . . .  [ s ] u c h  a v iew s e r v e s  b e t t e r  t o  o b s c u r e  t h a n  

t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  Amer ican s o c i a l i s t  p a s t ;  . . . " ^  T h i s  s c h o l a r  a t t e m p t s  

t o  show t h a t

In t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  America  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  
L e f t ,  R i g h t  and C e n t e r  we re  more u s e f u l  in  d e f i n i n g  
a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  o t h e r s  t h a n  a s  g u i d e s  t o  how a 
g ro u p  would  l i n e  up on any g i v e n  i s s u e ;  . . .

14 I b i d . ,  p .  12.

15 l b i d . ,  p p .  1 3 -1 7 ,  2 5 - 3 9 .

^ I b i d . ;  K i p n i s .

' ^ W e i n s t e i n ,  p .  3.

18
I b i d . , p .  3*
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A l t h o u g h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c a n n o t  be t r e a t e d  h e r e ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  t o  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  a s  " r e f o r m i s t "  o r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  i s  

a lw a y s  a t h o r n y  o n e .  A p o l i t i c s  which has  a s  i t s  goa l  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r  

i s s u e s ,  b u t  s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  must  a lw a y s  make a t r a d e  o f f  be tween 

t h e  d e s i r e  t o  g a i n  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  (and be a mass b a se d  p a r t y )  and t h e  

d i l u t i o n  o f  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  t h a t  en d .  Such a p o l i t i c s  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  

f a c e d  w i t h  a need t o  c h o o s e  between  w o rk ing  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  and a t t e m p t i n g  t o  un d e r m in e  and t r a n s f o r m  i t  

t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  forms  o f  c i v i l  o r  armed s t r u g g l e .

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  America  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a mass 

b a s e d  p a r t y .  The l e a d e r s h i p  c r e a t e d  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  a f l e x i b l e  

s t r u c t u r e  so  t h a t  l o c a l  and r e g i o n a l  g r o u p s  c o u l d  a d o p t  a S o c i a l i s t  

prog ram  w hich  came o u t  o f  t h e i r o w n  s p e c i f i c  econ om ic  and p o l i t i c a l  

n e e d s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  f i s c a l  o b l i ­

g a t i o n s  and a d h e r e n c e  t o  i t s  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r i n c i p l e s "  be met  by t h e

s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i t  p e r m i t t e d  e a c h  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  f o r m u l a t e

19i t s  own p ro gram s  and " im m e d i a t e  d em an d s . "  Thus t h e  u r b a n  p a r t i e s  we re  

f r e e  t o  e s p o u s e  m u n i c i p a l  r e f o r m ,  and t h e  r u r a l  p a r t i e s  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  

a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m .  We must  now e x p l o r e  t h e  way in w hich  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  o f  Oklahoma u t i l i z e d  t h i s  f r eedom  in m o b i l i z i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  

d i s c o n t e n t e d  f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in 0k1ahoma- -The T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  A g r a r i a n  
D i s c o n t e n t  i n t o  A g r a r i a n  S o c i a l i s m

In p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r s  we have  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma 

had a u n i q u e  and anom alou s  h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  We have

^ Q u i n t ,  pp .  3 8 0 -8 4 .
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argued t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t ,  the  farmers and t e n a n t s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e ,  a t  the  

turn o f  th e  c e n t u r y ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s e t  o f  s o c i a l  and economic r e l a t i o n s  

which were in many ways s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c e d  by peasan t  p o p u l a t i o n s  

in European and Third World c o u n t r i e s .  We have t r i e d  to  show how 

economic development  in Oklahoma g e n er a ted  an unusual c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  th a t  were a n a lo gou s  t o  the  on es  B arr ingto n  Moore, J r .  

s u g g e s t s  as  l e a d i n g  to  th e  development  o f  l e f t - w i n g  a g r a r ia n  r a d i c a l i s m  

in pea sa n t  s o c i e t i e s .

Yet t o  p o s i t  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  " o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s "  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  modern a g r a r ia n  r a d i c a l i s m  does  not  

e x p l a i n  how t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n f l u e n c e  th e  s u b j e c t i v e  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a f f e c t e d  by t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s .  What we w i l l  a d dr ess  o u r ­

s e l v e s  t o  a t  t h i s  p o in t  i s  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  how th e  d i s c o n t e n t  among 

Oklahoma farmers  and t e n a n t s  was transformed  i n t o  a g r a r ia n  s o c i a l i s m ,

i . e .  th e  h igh  deg re e  o f  e l e c t o r a l  su pp or t  f o r  the  S o c i a l i s t  Party  in 

Oklahoma.

S o c i a l  t h e o r i s t s  argue t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e s s  does  not  o ccur  w i th o u t  

th e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  a g e n t s  o f  modern s o c i a l  movements,  t y p i c a l l y  led

20by urban i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  i . e .  s o c i a l i s t s ,  communists ,  and a n a r c h i s t s .

These  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  do two t h i n g s  t o  f o c u s  pea sa n t  d i s c o n t e n t .  They 

p r o v id e  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  peasant  movements and channel  d i f f u s e  peasant  

h o s t i l i t i e s  i n t o  a c o h e r e n t ,  r a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  w i t h  a t h e o r y ,  

g o a l s  and s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  Hobsbawm w r i t e s ,

20B a r r i n g t o n  Moore ,  The S o c i a l  O r i g i n s  o f  D i c t a t o r s h i p  S Democracy 
( B a l t i m o r e :  P e n g u i n ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  480;  E. J .  Hobsbawm, P r i m i t i v e  R eb e l s  
(New York:  W. W. N o r to n  & C o . ,  1959)* p .  6 ;  and E r i c  W ol f ,  P e a s a n t  Wars 
o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y .
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Modern r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements h a v e - - i m p l i c i t l y  
o r  e x p l i c i t l y — c e r t a i n  f a i r l y  d e f i n i t e  i d e a s  on 
how t h e  o l d  s o c i e t y  i s  t o  be r e p l a c e d  by t h e  new, 
t h e  most  c r u c i a l  o f  wh ich  c o n c e r n s  what  we may 
c a l l  t h e  " t r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e r . "  The o l d  r u l e r s  
must be t o p p l e d  from t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  The " p e o p l e "
( o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l a s s  o r  g ro u p )  must  " t a k e  
o v e r "  and th e n  c a r r y  o u t  c e r t a i n  m e a s u r e s — t h e  
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  i t  may b e .
In a l l  t h i s  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r i e s  i s  d e c i s i v e ,  and d o c t r i n e s  o f  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n ,  s t r a t e g y  and t a c t i c s ,  e t c . ,  somet imes  v e r y  
e l a b o r a t e ,  a r e  e v o l v e d  t o  a i d  them in t h e i r  t a s k .

The g o a l  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i s  n o t  t o  g e n e r a t e  a b e l i e f  among

t h e  p e a s a n t s  in t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c l a s s  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  P e a s a n t s  c o n f r o n t

c l a s s  e x p l o i t a t i o n  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  The p o i n t  i s  t o  m o t i v a t e  p e a s a n t s

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  forms o f  c l a s s  r u l e  a r e ,  i n d e e d ,

c h a n g e a b l e ,  and t o  make them s e e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e i r  own c l a s s ,  a s  a f o r c e  

22f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .

A word o f  c a u t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  h e r e .  The t h e o r e t i c a l  f ramework

upon w hi ch  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  b a s e d  e x p l i c i t l y  w arn s  us a g a i n s t  d ra wing

t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  i s ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  a f u n c t i o n

o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  " o u t s i d e  a g i t a t o r s ; "  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f

p e a s a n t  l i f e  must  p r o d u c e  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t .  B a r r i n g t o n  Moore w r i t e s ,

The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a s  s uch  ca n  do l i t t l e  p o l i t i c a l l y  
u n l e s s  t h e y  a t t a c h  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a m a s s i v e  form o f  
d i s c o n t e n t .  . . .  I t  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m i s l e a d i n g  
t r i c k  t o  deny  t h a t  a r e v o l u t i o n  s t em s  f rom p e a s a n t  
g r i e v a n c e s  b e c a u s e  i t s  l e a d e r s  happen  t o  be 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  men o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 2 3

21 Hobsbawm, p .  58.

22M a r x ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c l a s s  am s i c h  and c l a s s  f u r  s i c h  d e s c r i b e s  
t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  mos t  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .

^ M o o r e ,  p .  480.
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Y e t ,  a l t h o u g h  Moore a r g u e s  t h a t  o u t s i d e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  t h e  e r u p t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m ,  he d o es  n o t  p r o v i d e  a f r a m e ­

work f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  ways in which t h e  r a d i c a l i z i n g  p r o c e s s  w o rk s .

For  t h i s  we must  look t o  t h e  work o f  E r i c  Hobsbawm.

Mi 1l e n a r i a n i s m  and P e a s a n t  R a d i c a l i s m
jL

In h i s  work Hobsbawm a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  

" p r e - p o l i t i c a l  p r i m i t i v e  r e b e l s . "  Whi le  t h e  f i r s t  two ,  Maf ia  and s o c i a l  

b a n d i t r y ,  a r e  r e f o r m i s t  in n a t u r e ,  t h e  t h i r d ,  m i l l i n e r i a n  movements ,  

a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  T hus ,  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  m i l l i n e r i ­

an ism in p e a s a n t  c u l t u r e  can  p r o v i d e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  upon w hich  modern 

forms  o f  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  a r e  b u i l t .  Hobsbawm a r g u e s  t h a t  mi 11 i n e r i a n i s m  

i s  i n h e r e n t l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  in t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t :

1. i n v o l v e s  a " p r o f o u n d  and t o t a l  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t ,

e v i l  w o r l d ,  and a p a s s i o n a t e  l o n g i n g  f o r  a n o t h e r  and 

25b e t t e r  o n e ;  . . . "

2 .  h a s  an i d e o l o g y  w hi ch  i s  g r o u n d e d  in J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  

mess i an i  sm,

3 .  i n v o l v e s  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  coming o f  t h e  m i l l e n i u m

i n v o l v e s  f a i t h  and r i t u a l .

. . .  by d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n ,  by an announcem en t  f rom on 
h i g h ,  by a m i r a c l e .  . . . The p a r t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  b e f o r e  
t h e  ch a n g e  i s  t o  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r ,  t o  p r e p a r e  i t s e l f ,  t o  
w a tc h  t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  coming doom, t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  26 
p r o p h e t s  who p r e d i c t  t h e  coming o f  t h e  g r e a t  day . . .

2k Hobsbawm,

2 5 l b i d . ,  p.  57 .

2 6 I b i d . ,  p p .  5 8 - 5 9 .
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He a r g u e s  t h a t  whe re  p e a s a n t  d i s c o n t e n t  e x i s t s  in  a c o n t e x t  o f  r e l i g i o u s

mi 1 l e n a r i a n i s m  i t  can  most  e a s i l y  be t r a n s f o r m e d  by a s e c u l a r  modern

r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  movement .  He w r i t e s ,

When a m i l l e n a r i a n  movement t u r n s  i n t o ,  o r  i s  a b s o r b e d  
by,  a modern r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement,  i t  t h e r e f o r e  r e t a i n s  
t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  I t  n o r m a l l y  abando ns  
t h e  s ec ond  a t  l e a s t  t o  some e x t e n t ,  s u b s t i t u t i n g  a modern,  
t h a t  i s  in g e n e r a l  a s e c u l a r ,  t h e o r y  o f  h i s t o r y  and r e v o l u ­
t i o n :  n a t i o n a l i s t ,  s o c i a l i s t ,  com m unis t ,  a n a r c h i s t  o r  o f  
some o t h e r t y p e .  L a s t l y  i t  ad d s  a s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  o f  modern 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o l i t i c s  t o  i t s  b a s i c  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t :  
a programme,  a d o c t r i n e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  power ,  
and ab ove  a l l  a s y s t e m  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n . 27

Hobsbawm w arn s  us a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  a l l  such 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements a r e  " m e r e l y "  m i l l e n i a l  and t h e r e f o r e  " p r i m i t i v e . "  

S e c o n d l y ,  what  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s  n o t  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

in  t h i s  k i n d  o f  movement ,  b u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  movement i t s e l f .

P e a s a n t s  need  n o t  be s t e e p e d  in t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r o o t s  o f  t h e  move­

ment  in  o r d e r  t o  be  p a r t  o f  t h e  modern s e c u l a r  c a u s e  i t s e l f .  The 

n o t i o n s  o f  "modern"  and " p r i m i t i v e "  f o r  Hobsbawm, make r e f e r e n c e  t o  

t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  movement,  n o t  t o  t h e  e d u c a t e d  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  q u a l i t y  

o f  mind ( o r  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e s e )  t h e  p e a s a n t s  b r i n g  t o  i t .

At t h i s  j u n c t u r e  we must  d i s t i n g u i s h  between r e f o r m  and 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements .  The d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  between  t h e  two t y p e s  

must  n o t  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  b a se d  on s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  c h a n g e , i . e .  armed 

i n s u r g e n c y  ( v i o l e n c e )  v s .  " w o rk in g  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m "  ( d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  

c i v i l  d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s ) ,  b u t  on t h e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l s  

o f  a s o c i a l  movement .  Here a g a i n  Hobsbawm1s words  a r e  i n s t r u c t i v e .  He 

wri  t e s ,

2 7 1b i d . ,  p .  59.
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R e f o r m i s t s  a c c e p t  t h e  g e n e r a l  f ramework o f  an 
i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  s o c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  b u t  c o n s i d e r  
i t  c a p a b l e  o f  improvement  o r ,  where  a b u s e s  have 
c r e p t  i n ,  r e f o r m ;  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n s i s t  t h a t  i t  
must  be f u n d a m e n t a l l y  t r a n s f o r m e d ,  o r  r e p l a c e d . "28

With s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p e a s a n t  s o c i e t i e s  he  w r i t e s ,

R e f o r m i s t s  w i s h  t o  c r e a t e  a s o c i e t y  in which p o l i c e ­
men w i l l  n o t  be a r b i t r a r y  and j u d g e s  a t  t h e  mercy 
o f  l a n d l o r d s  and m e r c h a n t s ;  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t hou gh  
a l s o  in sympathy w i t h  t h e s e  a i m s ,  a s o c i e t y  in which 
t h e r e  w i l l  be no p o l i c em en  and j u d g e s  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s e n s e ,  l e t  a l o n e  l a n d l o r d s  and m e r c h a n t s , 29

Oklahoma S o c i a l i s m — The Emergence o f  a Modern 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Movement

We w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  i n o r d i n a t e  S o c i a l i s t  e l e c t o r a l  s t r e n g t h  

t h a t  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  in Oklahoma in  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s t u d y  was g e n e r a t e d  

n o t  o n l y  by t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  M o o r e ' s  t h r e e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  by t h e  

s u c c e s s  w i t h  which u rb a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  Amer ican 

S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  we re  a b l e  t o  m o b i l i z e  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  o f  f a r m e r s  and 

t e n a n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  We w i l l  t r y  t o  show how t h e s e  s o c i a l i s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  u t i l i z e d  t h e  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s  a g r a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n s  and e s s e n t i a l l y  

m i l l e n a r i a n  P r o t e s t a n t  F u n d am en ta l i s m  o f  t h i s  a g r a r i a n  c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  in 

o r d e r  t o  b u i l d  a mod ern,  s e c u l a r  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l  movement.

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o t e s t  in  Oklahoma d i d  n o t  o r i g i n a t e  w i t h  t h e  

g ro w th  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y .  Both  t h e  F a r m e r s '  A l l i a n c e  and t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y  had s p r e a d  t h e i r  r o o t s  i n t o  t h e  Twin T e r r i t o r i e s  in  t h e

2 8 l b i d . ,  pp.  10-11 .

2 9 1 b i d . , p .  11
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1 8 9 0 ' s . ^  T h u s ,  some s c h o l a r s ^  h ave  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e

S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma was w e r e l y  a n o t h e r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  econ om ic

d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  s u f f e r e d  on t h e  f r o n t i e r  r a t h e r

t h a n  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  an  o r t h o d o x  s o c i a l i s t  movement.  Whi le

h i s t o r i a n s  have found some c o n t i n u i t i e s  between t h e  p e r s o n n e l  and

32pro gram s  o f  t h e  two movements ,  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  must  l ook  f o r  

s t r u c t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and s i m i l a r i t i e s .

Here  we w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  P o p u l i s m  and S o c i a l i s m  in Oklahoma we re  

s t r u c t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  a g r a r i a n  s o c i a l  movements .  We w i l l  t r y  

t o  show f i r s t  t h a t  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  and S o c i a l i s t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  d i f f e r e n t  

c o n s t i t u t e n c i e s  on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  S e c o n d l y ,  we w i l l  t r y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  

t h a t  b o t h  t h e  g o a l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  forms o f  P o p u l i s m  and S o c i a l i s m  

w ere  l a r g e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  P o p u l i s m ,  we w i l l  a r g u e ,  was b a s i c a l l y  r e f o r m i s t ,  

w h i l e  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement .

The N a t io n a l  & I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Context

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  A m er ic a ,  a s  we h ave  s e e n ,  was n o t  

p r i m a r i l y  an a g r a r i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s  was t h e  P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y .  Much 

o f  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h  and l e a d e r s h i p  was l o c a t e d  in  t h e  c i t i e s  

among w o r k e r s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  As a n a t i o n a l  movement i t  was d e d i c a t e d

^ J a m e s  Green,  " S o c i a l  ism and t h e  S o u t h w e s t e r n  C l a s s  S t r u g g l e :  A
S tu d y  o f  R a d i c a l  Movements in Oklahoma,  T e x a s ,  L o u i s i a n a  and A r k a n s a s , "
(Ph .D .  t h e s i s ,  D ept ,  o f  H i s t o r y ,  Y a le ,  New H a v en ) ,  p .  1; and Howard L. 
M e r e d i t h ,  "Th e F a r m e r s '  A l l i a n c e  in I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 
XLVII ( W in t e r  1969-70).

31 R o b e r t  F. H o x ie ,  "Th e R i s i n g  T i d e  o f  S o c i a l i s m :  A S t u d y , "  J o u r n a l  
o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy XIX (O c t .  1 9 1 1 ) ;  Howard L. M e r e d i t h ,  "Th e S o c i a l i s t  
P a r t y  in O klahom a, "  (Ph.D.  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma,  Norman, 1970); 
and Seymour M. L i p s e t ,  A g r a r i a n  S o c i a l  ism (New York :  Dou bleday ( A n c h o r ) ,  
1968), C h a p t e r  I .

32 Green, p. 1.
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to  th e  implementat ion  o f  tii« p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s m  in

American s o c i e t y .  As such i t s  i d e o l o g i c a l  t h r u s t  was geared  p r i m a r i l y

towards the  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  urban p r o l e t a r i a t ,  not  th e  fa rmer ,  as

the agency through which such s o c i a l  change was t o  be brought  ab out .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c e r t a i n  segments  o f  th e  a g r a r ia n  p o p u l a t i o n  in

America g e n er a ted  an ind igenou s  re spo n se  to  the  c u r r e n t s  o f  s o c i a l i s t

thought  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  d eve lop ed  during t h i s  e r a .  Party

i d e o l o g i s t s ,  A. M. Simons and J u l i u s  Wayland in turn responded t o

th e  i n t e r e s t  shown by c e r t a i n  a g r a r ia n  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  by a t t e m p t i n g  to

33d e v e l o p  a s o c i a l i s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  a g r a r ia n  s i t u a t i o n .  (Green 

documents th e  d eb a te  th a t  to ok  p l a c e  a t  th e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  th e  Party  

on th e  a g r a r ia n  s i t u a t i o n  and the  p l a c e  o f  farmers  in th e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y . )  These  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a tt em p te d  t o  f i n d  a p l a c e  f o r  the  rural  

p r o l e t a r i a t  in a movement which was d i r e c t e d  t o  th e  co n cern s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  

urban w orkers .  On a s t r u c t u r a l  l e v e l  the  Party  found ways t o  accomodate  

th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  small  farmers and t e n a n t s  in th e  l a r g e r  movement.

We must keep in mind,  however,  t h a t  a g r a r ia n  s o c i a l i s m  in 

America d ev e lo p ed  a t  a t ime when European s o c i a l i s t s  were f i n d i n g

34t h e i r  own a g r a r ia n  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  u n r e s p o n s i v e  t o  s o c i a l i s t  a g i t a t i o n .

The c o n t i n e n t a l  s o c i a l i s t  movement o p e r a t e d  on th e  as sumpt ion  t h a t  p ea s a n ts

35were a r e a c t i o n a r y  r a t h e r  than a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e .  T his  was a t  

a t ime b e f o r e  th e  Russian R e v o lu t i o n  as  w e l l  a s  befiore the  er a  o f  

p ea sa n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  in su rge ncy  in th e  Third World. In the  l i g h t

^ G reen , pp. 84-86.

^ D a v i d  Mitrany ,  Marx A g a in s t  th e  Peasant  (Chapel H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  North C aro l in a  P r e s s ,  1951)•

35Karl Marx, The E ig h te e n th  Brumaire o f  Louis  N a p o leo n .
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o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s  t h e  a t t e m p t s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  

a g r a r i a n  e l e m e n t s  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  movement,  and 

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S o c i a l i s t  s t r e n g t h  in  Oklahoma,  must  

be s e e n  a s  a h i g h l y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  and f o r w a r d  l o o k i n g  e f f o r t .

S o c i a l i s m  & P o p u l i s m  in  Oklahoma— E m p i r i c a l  
C o n t i n u i t i e s  and D i s c o n t i n u i t i e s

In u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y  in 

Oklahoma i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  remember t h e  f a c t o f t h e  s t a t e ' s  r e l a t i v e l y  

l a t e  econ om ic  and s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  P e r h a p s  a s  a r e s u l t ,  Oklahoma 

was n o t  one  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  which was a l e a d i n g  P o p u l i s t  s t r o n g h o l d ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  P a r t y  d i d  e x i s t  t h e r e .  In 1892, t h e  y e a r  in which t h e  

P o p u l i s t s  h e l d  t h e i r  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n ,  much o f  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma 

had n o t  even  been s e t t l e d  y e t .  E a s t e r n  Oklahoma was s t i l l  u n d e r  t r i b a l  

c o n t r o l .  In t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m o b i l i z i n g  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  

w h i t e  a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  in  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s . The A l l i a n c e  which was 

g e a r e d  to w a r d s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  fo rm s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

c o o p e r a t i v e s ,  was p e r h a p s  more i n f l u e n t i a l  t h a n  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  t r i b a l  hegemony p r e v e n t e d  w h i t e s  f rom p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in e l e c t i o n s .  

By I 8 9 6 , when P o p u l i s t  f u s i o n  w i t h  t h e  Democrats  marked t h e  d e b u t  

o f  t h e  d em is e  o f  P o p u l i s m ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  w h o le  was 

much t h e  same a s  i t  was in 18 9 2 . T h u s ,  t h e  P o p u l i s t  movement in  

Oklahoma a p p e a r s  t o  have been l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

s t a t e ,  t h e  r e g i o n  w hich  had been s e t t l e d  e a r l i e s t  by h o m e s t e a d e r s .

^ M e r e d i t h ,  "The  F a r m e r s '  A l l i a n c e  i n  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y . "
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L i m i t e d  t o  o n l y  a c o r n e r  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  which was l a t e r  t o

become t h e  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma t h e  f u s i o n i s t  P o p u l i s t s  n o t  o n l y  e l e c t e d

t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  T e r r i t o r i a l  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in  18 9 6 , b u t  a l s o  won

20 o u t  o f  26 s e a t s  in t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in t h a t  

37e l e c t i o n  y e a r .  Only  one a n t i - f u s i o n i s t  P o p u l i s t  c a n d i d a t e  was e l e c t e d  

t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  House.  We can  s a f e l y  s a y  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  heyday o f  

P o p u l i s m  in  Oklahoma i t  was t h e  f u s i o n i s t  P o p u l i s t s  who d o m in a t ed  t h e
OQ

movement .  Yet  Green a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some c o n t i n u i t i e s  between 

P o p u l i sm  and S o c i a l i s m  on t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  a n t i - f u s i o n i s t  P o p u l i s t s  

l a t e r  p r o v i d e d  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e s  

o f  d e v e lo p m e n t .  C l e a r l y  t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  n o t  a c o n t i n u i t y  be tween t h e  

two movements b u t  a  d i s c o n t i n u i t y .  I t  was o n l y  t h e  l e f t  wing 

P o p u l i s t s  (m i d d l e  o f  t h e  roa d  P o p u l i s t s ,  as  t h e y  we re  c a l l e d )  who 

o pp o sed  S i l v e r  and F u s io n  who l a t e r  became S o c i a l i s t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  more 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  P o p u l i s t s  who,  in  18 9 6 , d o m in a te d  t h e  Oklahoma P e o p l e s  

P a r t y .

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  r e g i o n  in Oklahoma in w h ich  f u s i o n  P o p u l i s t s  d o m in a t ed

was a r e g i o n  o f  v e r y  low S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in t h e  1910-1914 e l e c t i o n s .

T hese  c o u n t i e s  w e re  P ay n e ,  L i n c o l n ,  C a n a d i a n ,  Kay, N o b le ,  G r e e r ,  Wood,

39P o t t a w a t o m i e  and Pawnee.  Green a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between  

P o p u l i s t s  and S o c i a l i s t s  i s  due  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  P o p u l i s t s  a p p e a l e d  

t o  sm al l  farm o w n e r s ,  S o c i a l i s t s  l a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

e f f o r t s  on t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Oklahoma.  T h u s ,  he a r g u e s

37T e r r y  Paul  W i l s o n ,  "The Demise o f  P o p u l i s m  in Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y , "  
C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma XL 11 I (Autumn 19 65) :  272 -73-

9 Q
G re en ,  C h a p t e r  I .

^ W i l s o n ,  p .  273-
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t h a t  P o p u l i s m  and S o c i a l i s m  a p p e a l e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c e r s .  Y e t ,  a s  we h ave  s e e n , d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1910-1914 t h e r e  was a 

s t r o n g  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  among t h e  m o r tg ag e d  owners  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  

o f  t h e  s t a t e .  Yet  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e  in  t h e  w e s t e r n  

p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  was in  t h e  most  s o u t h  and w e s t e r l y  c o u n t i e s ,  n o t  t h e  

c o u n t i e s  w hi ch  had s u p p o r t e d  t h e  f u s i o n i s t  P o p u l i s t s  in  1896 . P e rh a p s  

a more s u i t a b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  be tw een  P o p u l i s t  and 

S o c i a l i s t  r e g i o n s  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  e l e c t o r a l  m a c h i n e r y  in  I n d i a n  

T e r r i t o r y  d u r i n g  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a  and t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  in 

t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  What l a t e r  became t h e  h i g h  S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  

Oklahoma w ere  t h u s  w i t h o u t  a P o p u l i s t  p a s t .

S o c i a l i s m  S P o p u l i s m — Go als

At t h i s  p o i n t  we w i l l  a d d r e s s  o u r s e l v e s  t o  a c o m p a r i so n  o f  t h e  g o a l s  

o f  P o p u l i s m  a s  an a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  movement and S o c i a l i s m  a s  i t  

was m a n i f e s t e d  in  Oklahoma in  t h e  p e r i o d  between World War I .  Our 

t r e a t m e n t  o f  P o p u l i s m  w i l l ,  o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  be c u r s o r y  a s  i t  i s  n o t  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  t o  p r o v i d e  a c o m p a r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  two 

movements .  However ,  i t  i s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make some 

co m p a r i s o n s  in o r d e r  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  a g r a r i a n  s o c i a l i s m  which  

m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  in  Oklahoma upon t h e  dem ise  o f  P o p u l i s m  was n o t  m e re l y  

a n o t h e r  form o f  a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m  movement ,  w hich  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  l a t e r  

o n l y  b e c a u s e  P o p u l i s m  was d e f u n c t  by t h e  t i m e  Oklahoma e x p e r i e n c e d  

a g r a r i a n  d i s c o n t e n t .

P o p u l i s m ,  a s  an a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  movement,  was a r e s p o n s e  by 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  in  t h e  S o u th  and West t o  econ om ic  e x i g e n c i e s  

g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  im pac t  o f  m a r k e t  forms o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  In b o th
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r e g i o n s  i t  was a c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s  movement in t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  f a r m e r s ,  

t i l l e r s  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  saw t h e m s e l v e s  a s  a g r o u p  which was e x p l o i t e d  by 

a b u r g e o n i n g ,  m o n o p o l i s t i c  c a p i t a l i s m  r e p r e s e n t e d  by r a i l r o a d s ,  

c o r p o r a t e  t r u s t s ,  and f i n a n c i e r s  on Wall S t r e e t .  However,  a s  one  

h i s t o r i a n  (even one who s e e s  P o p u l i s m  and S o c i a l i s m  a s  c l o s e l y
Ln

r e l a t e d  movements)  w r i t e s ,  " P o p u l i s m  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  M arx ism ."

I t  i s  n o t  t h i s  a u t h o r ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d e b a t e  in

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  P o p u l i s m  was a p r o g r e s s i v e

movement o r  w h e t h e r  i t  c o n t a i n e d  e l e m e n t s  which we re  p r i m a r i l y

r e a c t i o n a r y  and n o s t a l g i c a l l y  h a r k e d  back t o  a g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  a bygone

41e r a  o f  r u r a l  Amer ican l i f e .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s ay  h e r e  t h a t  P o p u l i s m  

p r o b a b l y  c o n t a i n e d  b o t h  f o r w a r d  l o o k i n g  a s  w e l l  as  s o c i a l l y  r e g r e s s i v e  

e l e m e n t s .  Yet one  t h i n g  seems a p p a r e n t .  U n l i k e  s o c i a l i s m ,  P o p u l i s t  

r h e t o r i c  and i d e o l o g y  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a new and a l t e r n a t i v e  v i s i o n  o f  

s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ;  i t s  g o a l s  w e re  n o t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b u t  r e f o r m i s t .  

P o p u l i s t s  f e l t  t h a t  f a r m e r s  s u f f e r e d  from " u n f a i r  c o m p e t i t i o n , "  f e l t  

t h e y  w e re  b e i n g  v i c t i m i z e d  by t h e  " m a n i p u l a t i o n "  o f  c o r p o r a t e  g i a n t s  

o v e r  which t h e y  had n o t  c o n t r o l .  T hus ,  t h e y  wan ted t h e  e x i s t i n g  

gov ern m en t  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  m o n o p o l i e s  and d e s t r o y  t h e  ove rw he lm ing  

econo mic  power o f  t h e  t r u s t s  so  t h a t  t h e  m a rk e t  mechanisms would  o p e r a t e  

more t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  P o p u l i s t s  

w e re  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  o p posed  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  m a rk e t  mechanisms a s  a

**0Norman P o l l a c k ,  The P o p u l i s t  Resp ons e  t o  I n d u s t r i a l  Amer ica  
(C am bridge :  H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  HL

ill
R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r ,  The Age o f  R efo rm ; P o l l a c k .
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way o f  r e g u l a t i n g  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  among p e o p l e .  They saw the market  

as having been abused by th e  money power. To r e s t o r e  f r e e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

was to  insu r e  the  image the  P o p u l i s t s  had o f  " t h e  good l i f e , "  th e  smal l  

s c a l e ,  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  upon which the  f a m i ly  farm was b u i l t .

Perhaps i t  was j u s t  t h i s  s t r o n g  e t h o s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  which  

in America has a lways  been eq uated  w i th  person al  freedom and independence,  

t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  made Americans  so  r e l u c t a n t  to  a c c e p t  the  

c o l l e c t i v i s t  message o f  s o c i a l i s t  th o u g ht .  In the  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  S o c i a l i s t  

growth ,  a g ra r ia n  s o c i a l i s t  i d e o l o g u e s  such as J u l i u s  Wayland and A. M. 

Simons debated P o p u l i s t  l ea d er  Tom Watson in th e  pages  o f  Appeal to  Reason 

co n c e rn in g  the  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  the  S o c i a l i s t ' s  a g r a r ia n  g o a l s .  Watson 

cl a im ed  t h a t  s o c i a l i s m  would lead to  the  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  th e  fa r m er 's  

land and huge c o l l e c t i v e  farms which would d e s t r o y  the  freedom t h a t  was 

assumed t o  come from th e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  t i t l e  t o  th e  land.  The 

S o c i a l i s t s  responded t h a t  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  trend i n cap i  t a l i  sm

was a l r e a d y  l e a d in g  to  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  such t h a t  farmers were  
If 2

l o s i n g  t h e i r  land.  The S o c i a l i s t s  argued th a t  i t  was not  l a r g e  s c a l e  

farming i t s e l f  th a t  lead to  a g r a r ia n  i m p o v e r i z a t i o n  but o n l y  l a r g e  s c a l e  

farming under c a p i t a l i s m .  S o c i a l i s t s  wanted t o  u t i l i z e  th e  economics  

o f  s c a l e  th a t  l a r g e  s c a l e  farms co u ld  y i e l d  in or d er  t o  re turn  t o  the  

p roducers  the  f u l l  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  l abor .

In Oklahoma, as  we have s e e n ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  was not  

th e  main problem.  Economic development  had c r e a t e d  two a g r i c u l t u r a l  

c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ,  smal l  farm owners and t e n a n t s ,  both o f  whose t i e s  t o

If o
A. M. Simons was led  t o  re fo rm u la te  some o f  h i s  t h e o r i e s  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  in th e  l i g h t  o f  ce nsu s  f i g u r e s  which d i s p ro v e d  
t h i s .  The e f f e c t s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  growth on a g r i c u l t u r e  during t h a t  per iod  
appeared to  be l e a d in g  not  t o  in c r e a s e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  but t o  in c r e a s e d  
t e n a n t r y .
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t h e  lan d  we re  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  p r e c a r i o u s .  As t h e o r i s t s  o f  

p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  have shown,  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  t e n d s  t o  w h i t t l e  away a t  

t h e  bond p e a s a n t s  have w i t h  t h e  l a n d .  T hus ,  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  f o r  

p e a s a n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s ,  t h e  s p e c t r e  o f  

l o s i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  p a r c e l  o f  la nd  i s  p e r c e i v e d  a s  

t h r e a t e n i n g .  P e a s a n t s ,  a s  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s ,  a r e  n o t  a lw a y s  

s u r e  t h a t  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  I t  was 

in t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y , i n  i t s  1910 S t a t e  

P l a t f o r m ,  o f f e r e d  i t s  F a rm ers  P ro gram.  An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  program 

s h e d s  l i g h t  on t h e  g o a l s  o f  a g r a r i a n  s o c i a l i s m  in  Oklahoma a s  w e l l  

a s  showing us how t h e  P a r t y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t  

e t h o s  n o t  o n l y  found among A m e r i c a n s ,  b u t  among p e a s a n t s  a s  w e l l .

T h i s  program  was o f f e r e d  a s ,

. . . c a l c u l a t e d  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  c o l l e c t i v e  p r o p e r t y  t h e  
l a n d ,  and e n a b l e  e v e r y  f a r m e r  t o  have t h e  u s e  and 
occ u p an c y  o f  t h e  l an d  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a home and t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  f a m i l y ^ !

T h u s ,  an a t t e m p t  was made t o  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f

la nd  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c h e r i s h e d  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  fa rm.

In o r d e r  t o  implement  t h i s  goa l  v a r i o u s  c o n c r e t e  p r o p o s a l s  w e re  made f o r

t h e  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma t o  a c q u i r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  (See  F a r m e r s '

P rog ram ,  A r t i c l e s  I ,  V II I  and X I I . )  F a rm ers  w e re  t o  be  a b l e  t o  r e n t

l and  d i r e c t l y  f rom t h e  s t a t e ,  e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  c o l l e c t i v e l y — t h e

f a r m e r  would  have  a c h o i c e .  They payment  o f  r e n t  f o r  t h i s  la nd  would  c e a s e ,

Oklahoma Red Book, Compiled  by W. B. R i c h a r d s ,  Oklahoma C i t y ,
1912, Vol .  I I ,  p.  379-
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a s  soon a s  t h e  t o t a l  amount  o f  r e n t  i s  eq u a l  t o  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  l and  and t h e  t e n a n t  t h e r e b y  a c q u i r e s  
f o r  h i m s e l f  and h i s  c h i l d r e n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o c c u p a n c y .
The t i t l e  t o  a l l  su ch  l a n d s  r e m a i n in g  w i t h  t h e  
commonwealth.  (See  Farmer s  P ro g ra m . )

D e s p i t e  t h e  u r g i n g s  o f  some o f  t h e  more o r t h o d o x  M a r x i s t s  in t h e  N a t i o n a l

P a r t y ,  t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t s  r e f u s e d  t o  demand t h e  immedia te

c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  o f  l a n d .  In i t s  e s s e n t i a l s  t h e  Oklahoma Fa rm er s  Program

was n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  v s .  i n d i v i d u a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,

b u t  w i t h  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a s i t u a t i o n  in which l and  was a commodi ty .

Whereas t h e  P o p u l i s t s  had a lw a y s  wan te d  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  m ark e t

mechanisms so  t h a t  " u n f a i r "  c o m p e t i t i o n  would  n o t  p r e v a i l  t h i s  program

r e p r e s e n t e d  an a t t e m p t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  m a r k e t  mechanism a s  i t  e f f e c t e d

l an d  t e n u r e  a l t o g e t h e r .  Land was no l o n g e r  t o  be b o ugh t  and s o l d ,  t o

i n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e  in v a l u e ,  t o  be r e n t e d ,  o r  t o  s e r v e  a s  a b a s i s  upon

w hich  c r e d i t  was t o  be e x t e n d e d  o r  r e f u s e d ;  l an d  was no l o n g e r  t o  be

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n

o f  t h i s  p ro g ram  o r  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  w i l l  n o t  be a d d r e s s e d  h e r e ,  i t  seems

c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  goa l  o f  t h e  program was t o  t a k e  t h e  l an d  o u t  o f  t h e

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  " p a r a s i t e s  in t h e  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  towns "  and t o  p l a c e  i t

kk
in t h e  hands  o f  t h e  p r o d u c e r s ,  on an  i n d i v d u a l  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  b a s i s .

J a n  Myrdal  in R e p o r t  f rom a C h i n e s e  V i l l a g e , c h r o n i c l e s  t h e  
im pac t  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  R e v o l u t i o n  on a s m a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e .  At 
f i r s t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  go v ern m en t  d i v i d e d  t h e  e x p r o p r i a t e d  la nd  among 
t h e  p e a s a n t s  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .  L a t e r ,  when t h e  p e a s a n t s  became 
aw are  o f  ec o n o m ic s  o f  s c a l e  t h e y  v o t e d  t o  combine  t h e i r  lan d  and work i t  
c o l l e c t i v e l y .  The S o c i a l i s t s  in Oklahoma hoped a s i m i l a r  p r o c e s s  would 
t a k e  p l a c e  when and i f  s o c i a l i s m  came t o  Oklahoma.  In a P a r t y  pam p h le t  
e n t i t l e d  " S o c i a l i s m  f o r  t h e  Farmer  who Farms t h e  Farm ,"  O s c a r  A m er in g e r  
a r g u e d  " t h a t  o n c e  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  t o o k  power s m a l l  f a r m e r s  would  
s e e  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o d u c t i o n  and abando n t h e i r  b a c k ­
b r e a k i n g  r o u t i n e  on i s o l a t e d  p a t c h e s . "  C i t e d  in G re en ,  pp .  83-81*.
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In i t s  e x p r e s s e d  p r o j e c t  o f  e l i m i n a t i n g  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  

and t h e  m a r k e t  mechan isms  w hich  r e g u l a t e d  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  l an d  a s  a 

commodi ty ,  t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t s  F a rm ers  Program o f f e r e d  a  t r a n s ­

f o r m a t i o n a l  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o l i t i c s .  I t s  c o n c r e t e  p r o p o s a l s  

c a t e r e d  t o  p e a s a n t - l i k e  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  a  p e r f e c t  s o c i e t y ,  a  w o r ld  

" s h o r n  o f  a l l  i t s  p r e s e n t  d e f i c i e n c i e s "  a s  Hobsbawm w r i t e s .  The 

S o c i a l i s t s  w an te d  n o t  o n l y  a w o r l d  in which m e r c h a n t s ,  l a n d l o r d s  and 

c r e d i t o r s  w e re  t o  be more j u s t ,  b u t  one  in  which t h e y  would n o t  

e x i s t  a t  a l l ,  i . e .  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Commonwealth.

Mi 1 l e n a r i a n i s m  and t h e  Message o f  S o c i a l i s m

We now need  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  how t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  Oklahoma

was a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  m i l l e n a r i a n  e l e m e n t s  i n h e r e n t  in t h e  c u l t u r a l

t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Oklahoma a g r a r i a n s  in o r d e r  t o  g e n e r a t e  e l e c t o r a l  a s

w e l l  a s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  in t h e  s t a t e .  As we w i l l  r e c a l l ,

t h e  s e c u l a r  a s p e c t s  o f  a g r a r i a n  c u l t u r e  w e r e  r o o t e d  in S o u t h e r n  v a l u e s ,

and J e f f e r s o n i a n  n o t i o n s  o f  a " f r e e  y e o m a n r y . "  T h ese  t r a d i t i o n s  we re

a c co m p an ied  by a r e l i g i o u s  c u l t u r e  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  F u n d am en ta l i s m .  One

h i s t o r i a n  w r i t e s ,

Oklahoma fa rm ers  b e l i e v e d  in w h i t e  supremacy,  t h e  
n a t u r a l  r i g h t  t o  use and occupancy o f  t h e  land and 
th e  t r u t h s  r e v e a l e d  in t h e  B i b l e . ^5

What i s  known a s  P r o t e s t a n t  F u n d am en ta l i s m  i n c l u d e d  a number o f  r u r a l ,

l ow er  c l a s s  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s .  These  s e c t s  we re  most  l i k e l y  t o  be found

in  t h e  r u r a l  S o u th  and Midwest a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y ,

^ I b i d . ,  p.  133-
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. . .  in t h o s e  i s o l a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  in w hich  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n s  o f  p i o n e e r  s o c i e t y  had been  most  e f f e c t i v e ­
ly  p r e s e r v e d  and which we re  l e a s t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  modern s c i e n c e  and i n d u s t r i a l  c i v i  1 i z a t i o n . * * 6

Amer ican F u n d am en ta l i sm  had c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  " p r i m i t i v e  Methodism"

47o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  in t h e  19th  c e n t u r y ,  w h ich  a s  

48Thompson has  t r i e d  t o  show, was a m i l l e n a r i a n  t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o n  whose

t r a d i t i o n s  u l t i m a t e l y  l ed  t o  a m i l i t a n t  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  among many

49o f  i t s  a d h e r e n t s .  Sandeen w r i t e s  o f  American F u n d am en ta l i s m  t h a t  i t  was 

"mi 1 l e n a r i a n i s m  which gave  l i f e  and s h a p e  t o  t h e  . . . movem ent ."  

P r o t e s t a n t  F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s ,  Campbel1?t e s , H o l i n e s s  and P e n t e c o s t a l s  

had been p r e a c h i n g  and p r o s e l y t i z i n g  in Oklahoma in tTie y e a r s  b e f o r e  

s t a t e h o o d . ' * ®  I t  was in t h i s  r e l i g i o - c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t  t h a t  S o c i a l i s t  

o r g a n i z e r s  p r e a c h e d  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  G o s p e l .  S o c i a l i s t  " c i r c u i t  r i d e r s "  

and o r g a n i z e r s  c l e a r l y  and c o n s c i o u s l y  saw t h e m s e l v e s  a s  s e c u l a r  p r e a c h e r s  

o f  a  new r e l i g i o n . " * '  The r h e t o r i c  t h e y  u sed  was bor ro wed f rom 

f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  r e v i v a l i s m  w h i l e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  u sed  t o  p u r v e y  t h e  

message  we re  d e e p l y  embedded in r u r a l  c u l t u r e  and f o l k  r e l i g i o n .

^ H .  R i c h a r d  N i e b u h r ,  q u o t e d  in  E r n e s t  S a n d e e n ,  The Roots  o f  
F u n d am en ta l i sm  ( C h icag o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h icago  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  x i .

47 Hobsbawm, p .  135*

48
E. P.  Thompson,  The Making o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Working C l a s s .

49S an d ee n ,  p .  xv .

■*®Green, p .  57-

■* 'oscar A m e r in g e r ,  I f  You D o n ' t  Weaken (New York:  Henry H o l t  6 
C o . ,  1 9 40) ,  s e e  Book 6;  and G re en ,  p.  145-
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52
H i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklahoma s u g g e s t  t h a t  

t h e r e  w e re  b a s i c a l l y  two p e r i o d s  o f  s o c i a l i s t  p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n ,  in which 

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  w e re  u s e d .  D ur ing  t h e  f i r s t  

p e r i o d  in  w h ich  an i n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  f i r s t  beg an  t o  b u i l d  t h e  

P a r t y  in t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  " c i r c u i t  r i d e r "  and t h e  " s o l d i e r -  

s a l e s m e n "  o f  t h e  "Appeal  Army" w e re  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n c u l c a t i o n  

o f  S o c i a l i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  in t h e  minds  and h e a r t s  o f  Oklahoma a g r a r i a n s ,  

and f o r  t e l l i n g  them o f  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Commonwealth.

The S o c i a l i s t  c i r c u i t  r i d e r  was mode led  on t h e  i t i n e r a n t

c o u n t r y  p r e a c h e r  who roamed t h e  backwoods and h e l d  Sunday s e r v i c e s

in  t h e  c o u n t r y  s c h o o l h o u s e s  f o r  a p e o p l e  who w ere  t o o  p o o r  t o  b u i l d

o r  s u p p o r t  a c h u r c h .  In t h e  same way,  s e l l e r s  o f  t h e  Appeal  t o

R e a s o n , t h e  famous S o c i a l i s t  w eek ly  n e w s p a p e r ,  p u b l i s h e d  by J u l i u s

Wayland,  would  s c o u r  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  e n g a g i n g  f a r m e r s  in c o n v e r s a t i o n

a b o u t  t h e i r  econ omic  p r o b l e m s ,  p r e a c h i n g  s o c i a l i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  and u r g i n g

them t o  t a k e  o u t  s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  The c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e s e  " t r a v e l i n g

s a l e s m e n "  a s  " s o l d i e r s "  in an "arm y"  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n c e p t i o n

o f  C h r i s t i a n  s o l d i e r  c r u s a d e r s  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s a v i o r .

In t h e  l a t e r  p e r i o d  o f  S o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  P a r t y  p l a n n e d

l a r g e  S o c i a l i s t  encampments  m o d e l l e d  on r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l  m e e t i n g s .

T h es e  would  so m et imes  b r i n g  t e n  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  who would  camp f o r  a

week a t  a t i m e  in  a c l e a r i n g  in  t h e  woods t o  h e a r  s e c u l a r  e v a n g e l i s t s

53l i k e  Ka te  R i c h a r d s  O 'H a r e ,  Mother  J o n e s ,  and Eugene V. Debs.

G r e e n ,  p .  145;  M e r e d i t h ,  "The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in O klah om a. "
n

A m e r in g e r ,  pp .  2 6 7 -2 6 8 .
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The go a l  was t o  c o n v e r t  f a r m e r s  t o  a b e l i e f  in S o c i a l i s m  in

somewhat  t h e  same way t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r t  i s  a s k e d  t o  b e l i e v e

in  J e s u s .  S o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z e r s  saw t h e i r  a u d i e n c e s  a s  a c o n g r e g a t i o n .

O s c a r  A m e r in g e r ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  most  w e l l  known o r g a n i z e r  o f  t h e  l a t e r

p e r i o d  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  m i s s i o n  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  way.

One method f o r  g a r n e r i n g  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s h e a v e s  
was p r o t r a c t e d  m e e t i n g s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h o s e  
o f  r e l i g i o u s  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  They w e re  h e l d  in 
c o u n t r y  s c h o o l  h o u s e s ,  v i l l a g e  c h u r c h e s ,  and more 
r a r e l y  in  t h e  c o u r t r o o m s  o f  c o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e s ,  
and u s u a l l y  l a s t e d  a week o r  two,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  and t h e  r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d .

Having s e l e c t e d  a p r o m i s i n g  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o r  
v i l l a g e ,  I s e c u r e d  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  
w a rd e n s  o r  d i r e c t o r s  t o  u s e  t h e i r  c h u r c h  o r  s c h o o l .
Then g a t h e r i n g  my l i t t l e  f l o c k  t o g e t h e r , I s t a r t e d  
p r e a c h i n g  Marxism.  As t h e  m e e t i n g  p r o c e e d e d ,  
a t t e n d a n c e  grew so  t h a t  t o w ar d  t h e  end t h e r e  was 
u s u a l l y  o n l y  s t a n d i n g  room l e f t ,  and q u i t e  o f t e n  
n o t  even  t h a t .  In t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  more 
f a i t h f u l  would  do t h e  s t a n d i n g ,  o r  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  
s p e a k e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  windows f rom o u t s i d e .  T h i s  
was done in o r d e r  t o  g i v e  new c o n v e r t s , o r  t h e  
n o t  y e t  c o n v e r t e d , a c h a n c e  t o  h e a r  t h e  messag e 
w i t h  t h e  l e a s t  d e g r e e  o f  d i s c o m f o r t . 54

Y e t ,  what  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  S o c i a l i s m  from r e l i g i o n ,  what  d i s t i n g u i s h e s

mi 1 l e n a r i a n i s m  from modern p o l i t i c a l  s e c u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  was t h a t

i t  was n o t  by i n d i v i d u a l  f a i t h  t h a t  one  would  be " s a v e d , "  b u t  by

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p oor  " e x p l o i t e d  c l a s s e s "  would  someday

b e i n g  a b o u t  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Commonwealth.

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  S t r a t e g i e s

One o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h ,  a s  Hobsbawn has  s t r e s s e d  ( s e e  

t h i s  c h a p t e r ) ,  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  g ro w th  and s u c c e s s  o f  modern s e c u l a r

^ A m e r i n g e r ,  pp .  2 6 7 -2 6 8 .  [Emphasi s  m i n e . ]
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r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  

and s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  r u r a l  p o o r ,  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  " s y s t e m  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n . "  

Such o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  r a t i o n a l  and e f f i c i e n t ;  i t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  

b u r e a u c r a t i c .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  b o th  c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  m asses  and f o r  

t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r a t e g y  w hi ch  i s  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

d e s i r e d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  forms must  be 

b u i l t  on t h e  c u l t u r e  and c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  whom th e y  a r e  

i n t e n d e d  t o  m o b i l i z e .

T h e r e  w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  two p e r i o d s  o f  S o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  

s t a t e .  55The f i r s t  p e r i o d ,  from a b o u t  1900 -  1907,  was g e a r e d  t o  

p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n  and p o p u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l i s t  i d e a s ,  and t h e  

s e c o n d ,  f rom a b o u t  1907 -  1913,  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a l o c a l  g r a s s  

r o o t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  on wh ich  S o c i a l i s t  e l e c t o r a l  s t r e n g t h  was t o  be 

b u i l t .  In b o t h  o f  t h e s e  p e r i o d s  mos t  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  came from 

" o u t s i d e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s . "

In t h e  f i r s t  p e r i o d  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  P a r t y  o r g a n i z e r s  we re  

p r i m a r i l y  i n d i g e n o u s  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l s ,  many o f  whom had been 

a n t i - f u s i o n i s t  P o p u l i s t s  who became S o c i a l i s t s .  A l th o u g h  t h e s e  men we re  

" p o p u l a r  on t h e  h u s t i n g s , "  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  came t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  

n o t  have  an a d e q u a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  S o c i a l i s t  p r i n c i p l e s . ^  However ,  

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w e re  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by t h o s e  o f  t h e  Appeal  Army whose 

t a s k  i t  was n o t  o n l y  t o  s e l l  n e w sp a p e r s  b u t  t o  o r g a n i z e  l o c a l s  on t h e

■’“’G re en ,  p .  1^*5; M e r e d i t h ,  "The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma."  

^ G r e e n ,  pp .  3 6 -3 7 .
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57 58s i d e .  A s t u d y  made o f  t h i s  Appeal Army shows t h a t  t h e y  we re

n o t  t y p i c a l l y  f rom Oklahoma b u t  f rom o t h e r  s t a t e s  in t h e  Sou th  and

Midwes t .  They w e re  m a i n l y  s m a l l  f a r m e r s  and c r a f t s m e n .

H a l f  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  in  t h e  s am p le  w e re  s k i l l e d  
c r a f t s m e n ,  m a i n l y  s m i t h s ,  c a r p e n t e r s  and t h e  l i k e ,  
who m a tu r e d  in t h e  h i g h l y  l i t e r a t e  a r t i s a n  c u l t u r e  
t h a t  t h r i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  19 th  c e n t u r y  in  n a t i v e  
Mid d le tow ns  a s  w e l l  in im m ig ran t  c i t i e s  l i k e  
Milwaukee .  T h ese  a r t i c u l a t e  w o r k e r s  we re  s e l f -  
e d u c a t e d ,  w e l l - r e a d  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s  and s e l f -  
r e l i a n t  c r a f t s m e n  who i n h e r i t e d  a c r i t i c a l  v iew o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  f i r s t  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e i r  
f o r b e a r e r s  in  t h e  a n t e - b e l l u m  A m er ic a .

D uri ng t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e n ,  i t  was t h e  men who b r o u g h t  t h e  A p p e a l , r a t h e r

th a n  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s ,  who i n t r o d u c e d  S o c i a l i s t  i d e a s  i n t o

59t h e  r e g i o n  and began t o  o r g a n i z e  S o c i a l i s t  l o c a l s .

Here a word must  be s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  Appeal  t o  R e a s o n . J u l i u s  

Wayland,  in  1895,  s t a r t e d  t h i s  S o c i a l i s t  w e ek ly  in G i r a r d ,  K ansas .  In 

1913 i t  had a c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  7 6 1 , 7 4 7 ^ ,  a number i t  c l a i m e d  was 

g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  c o m p a r a b l e  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  S a t u r d a y  Evening  P o s t .

By 1907 Oklahoma had 2 2 , 2 7 6  p a i d  s u b s c r i b e r s ^ '  and by 1914 t h i s  number

62 63had i n c r e a s e d  t o  3 8 ,0 0 0  . As has  a l r e a d y  been  amply documented  , t h e

^ G r e e n ,  p .  116.

5 8 l b i d - , pp .  118-121.

59Shannon,  p .  28 .

^ W e i n s t e i n ,  p .  90 .

^ G r e e n ,  p .  38 .

62W e i n s t e i n ,  p .  24 .

63
Q u i n t ,  c h a p t e r  6 ;  Shan non ,  pp .  2 8 - 3 4 .
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Appeal  t r a n s m i t t e d  a v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  Marxiam c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  in a 

s i m p l e  p r o s e  " c r a c k e r  b a r r e l "  s t y l e .  I t  was

s i m p l e  and d i r e c t  in  s t y l e ,  s e n s a t i o n a l  m u ck ra ck in g
in a p p r o a c h ,  w i t h  a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  o f  25 c e n t s
a y e a r . 64

T hus ,  t h e  Appeal  t o  Reason made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  homogeneous ,  n a t i v e  

Amer ican p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Oklahoma,  wh ich  was b a r e l y  l i t e r a t e ,  t o  r e ad  

and i d e n t i f y  w i t h  S o c i a l i s t  t h o u g h t .

The w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  Appeal  t r i e d  t o  show t h a t  t h e  f a r m e r ,  l i k e  t h e

u r b a n  w o r k e r ,  was a r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a n .  He w as ,  l i k e  t h e  w o r k e r ,  e x p l o i t e d

by t h e  " t e n t a c l e s  o f  c o r p o r a t e  w e a l t h . " ^  The c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  was

t h e r e f o r e  a s  r e a l  in  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  a s  in t h e  m ines  and f a c t o r i e s

r  • . 66o f  Amer ic a .

In t h e  s econd  p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h ,  1907“ 13,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t  

P a r t y  s e n t  i t s  own l e a d e r s h i p  t o  Oklahoma in r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  

i n i t i a l  u p s u r g e  o f  i n t e r e s t .  T h i s  p e r i o d , i n  which t h e  " p r o f e s s i o n a l s "  

t o o k  o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Oklahoma P a r t y ,  saw a m a s s i v e  i n c r e a s e  

o f  S o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z i n g  and p r o p a g a n d a .  I t  was t h i s  a c t i v i t y  w hi ch  was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a b a s e  o f  S o c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t  which p ro d u c e d  

t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  S o c i a l i s t  e l e c t o r a l  v i c t o r i e s  o f  1910,  1912,  and 1914.  

S o c i a l i s t  l e a d e r s  su ch  a s  O s c a r  A m e r in g e r ,  O t t o  B r a n s t e t t e r ,  John 

H a g e l , and Kate  and F ran k  O 'H a re  we re  e d u c a t e d  in  t h e  u rb a n  and

^ K i p n i s ,  p .  248.

^ Q u i n t ,  p .  202.

^ T h e  home grown v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  e x p r e s s e d  by 
t h e  Appeal was e s s e n t i a l l y  n o n - d i a l e c t i c a l . The " s t r u g g l e "  was wh at  
was c u r r e n t l y  t a k i n g  p l a c e  in t h e  s t r i f e  t o r n  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ;  
t h e  need t o  s t r u g g l e  would be e l i m i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  s o c i a l i s m .
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i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  o r t h o d o x  S o c i a l i s t  c i r c l e s  o f  Milwaukee and S t .  L o u i s .  

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  t h e y  r a p i d l y  g a i n e d  l e a d e r s h i p  in t h e  

Oklahoma P a r t y .  Under t h e  a e g i s  o f  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  t h e  number o f  

o r g a n i z e r s  in  t h e  s t a t e  was v a s t l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  and a s e p a r a t e  encampment  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  was s t a r t e d  t o  p l a n  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s .  Most i m p o r t a n t l y  

p e r h a p s ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  P a r t y  began t o  b u i l d  S o c i a l i s t  l o c a l s  in  

e a r n e s t .

The Task  o f  S o c i a l i s t  L o c a l s

The S o c i a l i s t  l o c a l s  w h ich  o r g a n i z e r s  worked so  h a r d  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  had b o t h  l a t e n t  and m a n i f e s t  f u n c t i o n s . ^  O f f i c i a l l y  

t h e s e  l o c a l s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  b a s e  upon w hich  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Oklahoma P a r t y ' s  s t r a t e g y  f o r  a S o c i a l i s t  t a k e o v e r  was b u i l t .  P a r t y  

s t r a t e g y  was p r i m a r i l y  g e a r e d  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  b u i l d i n g  a S o c i a l i s t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h ich  would  g a r n e r  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t .  Oklahomans w e re  

t o  u l t i m a t e l y  v o t e  in  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Commonwealth.  The e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  

e l e c t o r a l  s u c c e s s  in Oklahoma s i n c e  t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h e  P a r t y ' s  o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  had ,  by 1910, c r e a t e d  a g e n e r a l  s e n s e  o f  o p t i m i s m  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h i s  goa l  in t h e  n o t  t o o  d i s t a n t  

f u t u r e .  Wi th  t h i s  in  mind ,  S o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i z e r s  in  1912,

went  i n t o  e a c h  p r e c i n c t  and o r g a n i z e d  a p a r t y  l o c a l ,  
s e e i n g  t o  i t  t h a t  e v e r y  p r e c i n c t  had a r e s p o n s i b l e  
c h a i r m a n  who would  d i s t r i b u t e  l i t e r a t u r e  and a s s i g n  
w a t c h e r s  and c o u n t e r s  a t  t h e  p o l l s .  T h i s  s y s t em

^ R o b e r t  M er to n ,  S o c i a l  T h eo ry  and S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e  (The F r e e  
P r e s s ,  1957,  c h a p t e r  I ) .  In 1914 Oklahoma had 961 p a r t y  l o c a l s  w i t h  
a member ship  o f  1 2 ,0 0 0 ;  s e e  W e i n s t e i n ,  p.  24 .
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b r o u g h t  s o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g  non-members i n t o  t h e  P a r t y  
in a l l  b u t  200 o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  2 , 5 6 5  p r e c i n c t s .  . . .68

Yet t h e  l a t e n t  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  l o c a l s  w e re

p e r h a p s  more i m m e d ia t e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  r u r a l  poor

t o  w h ich  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  Oklahoma a p p e a l e d .  As we have s e e n ,

t h e s e  poo r  f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s  w e re  e x c l u d e d  f rom t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f

t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  and i s o l a t e d  in t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  They we re

s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  s c o r n  o f  t h e  more  a f f l u e n t  t o w n s p e o p l e  who f e l t

t h e i r  p o v e r t y  was t h e  j u s t  r e co m p en se  f o r  b e i n g  " l a z y  and t h r i f t l e s s . "

To be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a S o c i a l i s t  a s  w e l l  was t o  be  t w i c e  damned.  For

t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  w e re  s e e n  by t h e  l o c a l  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  a s  t r o u b l e m a k e r s ;

un -A m eri can  and t o t a l l y  beyond t h e  p a l e . 69 Thu s ,  f o r  an  i n d i v i d u a l

t o  make a d e c i s i o n  even  t o  v o t e  S o c i a l i s t , l e t  a l o n e  become a P a r t y

member,  was in  e s s e n c e  to  u n d e r g o  c o n v e r s i o n .  To a d o p t  a p e r s o n a l

p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e  t h a t  was in su ch  c o m p l e t e  and i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n

t o  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f r amework  o f  t h e  communi ty  was t r u l y  t o  s e t  o n e s e l f

a p a r t  f rom i t .  Such a d e c i s i o n  was l i k e l y  t o  r e q u i r e  a  h i g h  d e g r e e

o f  commitment  t o  s o c i a l i s m ,  a commitment  much g r e a t e r  t h a n  b e i n g  a

R e p u b l i c a n  in  a D e m o c r a t i c  s t r o n g h o l d . 70

T hus ,  a s  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  p r o v i d e d  an a l t e r n a t i v e  v i s i o n

o f  a new and more j u s t  s o c i e t y  w i t h  i t s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a C o o p e r a t i v e

Commonweal th,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  l o c a l  p r o v i d e d  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  community in

6®Shannon,  p .  3 5 .

^ G a r i n  Burbank,  "The P o l i t i c a l  and S o c i a l  A t t i t u d e s  o f  Some 
E a r l y  Oklahoma D e m o c r a t s , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma, W i n t e r  1 9 7 4 -7 5 ,  pp .  4 4 6 - 7 .

7 0 | b i d .
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t h e  h e r e  and now. Among o n e ' s  n e i g h b o r s  and S o c i a l i s t  com ra des  t h e  

e x c l u d e d  poor  c o u l d  f i n d  s o c i a l  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  

o f  t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r s  and t h e i r  own v a l u e  and r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a s  human 

b e i n g s .  E t h n i c a l l y  homogeneous ,  t h e  r u r a l  poor  would  g a t h e r  a t  t h e  

l o c a l  s c h o o l h o u s e  o r  S o c i a l i s t  encampment  n o t  o n l y  t o  h e a r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

s p e a k e r s ,  b u t  t o  meet  e a c h  o t h e r ,  and t o  t a l k  o f  c r o p s ,  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  o r  

t h e  m a r k e t .  They c o u l d  d i s c u s s  what  t h e y  had r e a d  in t h e  Appeal  t o  

Reason ( o r  in any  number o f  l o c a l  s o c i a l i s t  n e w sp a p e r s  t h a t  p r o l i f e r a t e d  

in Oklahoma a t  t h a t  t i m e ) , 7  ̂ and have t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  c o n f i r m e d  by 

o u t s i d e  e x p e r t s  who p r e s u m a b ly  knew w h e r e o f  t h e y  s p o k e .  In t h e  S o c i a l i s t

l o c a l s  t h e  hopes  s h a r e d  by t h e  r u r a l  poo r  f o r  a C o o p e r a t i v e  Commonwealth

c o u l d  be  r e a f f i r m e d  and r e a c t i v a t e d  in commitment  t o  f u r t h e r  o r g a n i z i n g  

o r  p l a n n i n g  e l e c t o r a l  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  campa ign .

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma— An E v a l u a t i o n

I t  i s  an a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t a s k  t o  t r y  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  s u c c e s s

o r  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma b e f o r e  t h e  

F i r s t  World War.  In 191A t h e  P a r t y  g a r n e r e d  o v e r  5 0 ,000  v o t e s ,  a b o u t  

21$ o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e ,  b u t  by t h e  end o f  World War I S o c i a l i s m  had 

been  a l l  b u t  d e s t r o y e d  a s  a v i a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  in  t h e  s t a t e .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  t a s k  o f  g e n e r a t i n g  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

P a r t y ' s  f a i l u r e  a s  opp o sed  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s  w i l l  h ave  t o  w a i t  upon 

f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h ,  v a r i o u s  a n s w e r s  h ave  been  o f f e r e d .  Some h i s t o r i a n s 72

7 'W e i n s t e i n ,  pp. 9 ^ - 1 0 2 .

7 2 l b i d . ,  pp.  109-173-
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s u g g e s t  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s s i o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  dem ise  o f  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma.  The o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r t y  t o  t h e  F i r s t  

World War, i t  i s  a r g u e d ,  c r e a t e d  an e x c u s e  f o r  l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  

and  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  e l e m e n t s  t o  d e s t r o y  a p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  t h a t  

t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m .  A n o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  

may be t h a t  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  i t s e l f  

l e d  t o  t h e  breakdown o f  t h e  s o p h i s t o c a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m a c h i n e r y  

w h ich  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  so  many Red Card h o l d e r s ,  and so  much 

S o c i a l i s t  e l e c t o r a l  s t r e n g t h . ^3

P e r h a p s  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Commonwealth 

in Oklahoma was due t o  t h e  g r a d u a l i s m  i n h e r e n t  in e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s .

We can lo o k  a t  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  r e t u r n s  o f  1914 a s  o n l y  21%, nowhere  

n e a r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  t h a t  was needed  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  

s t a t e  gover nm ent  so  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  even b e g i n  t o  implement i t s  p ro p o s e d  

g o a l s .  The P a r t y  e l e c t e d  v e r y  few o f f i c i a l s  beyond t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l .

Thus ,  in e s s e n c e  t h e  P a r t y  n e v e r  had any c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  f o r c e s  w h ich  

made t h e  l i v e s  o f  i t s  c o n s t i t u t e n t s  so e c o n o m i c a l l y  y n t e n a b l e .  At no 

t im e  we re  t h e y  in a p o s i t i o n  t o  e a s e  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s .

By 1915- 16 t h e  more " r a d i c a l "  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  wing o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  

whose b a s e  o f  s u p p o r t  was among s o u t h e a s t e r n  s h a r e c r o p p e r s ,  c h a n n e l e d  

i t s  e n e r g i e s  i n t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  Working C l a s s  Union and t h e  

R e n t e r s  Union.  T h e se  g r o u p s  became more i n v o l v e d  in  L u d d i t e  b a r n  

b u r n i n g s  and a s s a s s i n a t i o n ;  t h e y  w e re  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Green Corn

^ G r e e n ,  pp .  !05~108;  M e r e d i t h ,  "The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in 
O k lah o m a ."  C o n f l i c t s  d e v e l o p e d  be tw e en  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  whose 
b a s e  o f  s u p p o r t  was t h e  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  o f  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma,  and t h e  more 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  e x ogenous  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  " p r o f e s s i o n a l s , "  who p r e s u m a b ly  
became t h e  spokesmen f o r  t h e  s m a l l  f a r m e r s  in  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
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R e b e l l i o n  in  1917,  a sm al l  s c a l e  armed u p r i s i n g  which was a p r o t e s t

74
a g a i n s t  c o n s c r i p t i o n  in  t h e  F i r s t  World War.

P e r h a p s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in Oklahoma 

must  be  s o u g h t  in  i t s  u n i q u e  e x i s t e n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  in i t s  s u c c e s s  o r  

f a i l u r e .  We must  s e e  t h e  a g r a r i a n  s o c i a l i s m  w hich  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  

h e r e  n o t  o n l y  a s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  economic  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  f a r m e r s  

on t h e  " l a s t  f r o n t i e r . "  The d i s t i n c t i v e l y  s o c i a l i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  movement was in e v i d e n c e  even b e f o r e  1901 and t h e  f o u n d i n g ,  

on  a n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  o f  A m er ic a .  Oklahoma 

f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s  d i d  n o t  t u r n  t o  t h e  p a n a c a e a s  o f  a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m i s m .  

Nor can  we s e e  t h e  P a r t y ' s  e x c e p t i o n a l  g ro wth  a s  a r e s p o n s e  m e r e l y  

t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  o u t s i d e  a g i t a t o r s .  As s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  we must  

l o o k  t o  t h e  a t y p i c a l  and  ano malous  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ich  e x i s t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  

o f  t h e  u n iq u e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h a t  S o c i a l i s t s  s o u g h t  t o  t r a n s f o r m  

t h i s  d i s c o n t e n t  i n t o  a modern r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l  movement i s  o n l y  

a n e c e s s a r y  n o t  a s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  g rowth and  dev e lo p m e n t  

o f  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s m .  For o n l y  in Oklahoma can  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  f i n d  

p e a s a n t  s o c i a l i s m  on su ch  a l a r g e  s c a l e  in A m er ic a .

I k C h a r l e s  C. Bush,  "The Green Corn R e b e l l i o n , "  u n p u b l i s h e d  
M a s t e r s  e s s a y ,  1932,  l i b r a r y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.
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C h a p t e r  V 11 

CONCLUSIONS

In t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p ag e s  I have t r i e d  t o  p r o v i d e  an e x p l a n a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  u n usua l  g ro w th  and d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  movement in 

Oklahoma in t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  World War I .  In d o in g  so  I have t h e  

u t i l i z e d  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  models  o f  E r i c  W ol f ,  E. J .  Hobsbawn, and 

B a r r i n g t o n  Moore,  J r .  T hes e  s c h o l a r s  have a t t e m p t e d  t o  g e n e r a t e ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o m p a r a t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  w hi ch  l e a d  t o  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m  and r e b e l l i o n .  They have  

a r g u e d  t h a t  when p e a s a n t s ,  whose t r a d i t i o n a l  forms o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

a r e  b a s e d  on cu s to m  and a s c r i b e d  s t a t u s ,  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  modern ,  

m a r k e t  o r i e n t e d  econo mic  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  them a r e  

f r e q u e n t l y  a d e c l i n e  n o t  o n l y  in t h e i r  econo mic  s t a t u s  o r  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  

o f  l i v i n g ,  b u t  in t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a w h o le  n e t w o r k  o f  h a b i t u a l  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  T h i s  may i n c l u d e  t h e  r u p t u r e  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

t i e s  t o  t h e  g e n t r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  e x c l u s i o n  f rom t h e  n e t w o r k  o f  s o c i a l  

r e c i p r o c i t y  w h ich  has  t i e d  them t o  t h e  communi ty .

W hi le  Hobsbawm and  Wolf have d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  impact  

o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  on p e a s a n t  l i f e ,  o n l y  Moore has  c l e a r l y  shown t h a t  

t h i s  p r o c e s s  a l m o s t  i n e v i t a b l y  p o r t e n d s  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

p e a s a n t r i e s .  Y e t ,  Moore has  a l s o  shown us t h a t  su ch  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  may 

t a k e  s e v e r a l  f o r m s .  He s p e c i f i e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  t h e  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  l i f e  w i l l  t e n d  t o  l e a d  t o  l e f t - w i n g  p e a s a n t
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r e v o l u t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  a l l  o v e r t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  l e f t - w i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

p r o t e s t  among su ch  v i c t i m i z e d  p e a s a n t r i e s  do n o t  e v e n t u a t e  in 

s u c c e s s f u l  r e v o l u t i o n s .  Hobsbawm has  shown t h a t  p e a s a n t  d i s c o n t e n t  

may t a k e  p r e - p o l i t i c a l  forms and e x p r e s s  i t s e l f  a s  Luddism,  s o c i a l  

b a n d i t r y ,  o r  m i l l e n a r i a n i s m .  He a r g u e s  t h a t  among p e a s a n t r i e s  w i t h  

t r a d i t i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  m i l l e n a r i a n i s m  ( t r a d i t i o n s  w hich  he  b e l i e v e s  

a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ) ,  u r b a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  ( i . e .  s o c i a l i s t s ,  

a n a r c h i s t s ,  com m unis ts )  a r e  most  l i k e l y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e s e  i n d i g e n o u s  

c u l t u r a l  e l e m e n t s  i n t o  a modern ,  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l  movement ,  w h ich  has  a s  

i t s  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s t i c  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

In t h i s  t h e s i s  I have  a r g u e d  t h a t  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s m  c o u l d  be  

u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a c a s e  o f  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m .  I have t r i e d  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  f i r s t  t h a t  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s  in t h e  p e r i o d  

u n d e r  s t u d y ,  had t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  r o o t s  in  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  s o u t h e r n  

yeom anry ,  w h ich  w e r e  in  many ways  s i m i l a r  t o  p e a s a n t  s o c i e t y .  S e c o n d l y ,

I have t r i e d  t o  show t h a t  t h e  an o m a lo u s  h i s t o r i c a l  and  econ om ic  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Oklahoma c r e a t e d  a s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  w h ic h  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d  by p e a s a n t s  who a r e  

u n d e r g o i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  I have  t r i e d  t o  

a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s , t h a t  Moore a r g u e s  have l e d  t o  l e f t - w i n g  

p e a s a n t  r e v o l u t i o n s  in T h i r d  World c o u n t r i e s ,  w e r e  d u p l i c a t e d  in t h e  

m ic ro co sm  o f  Oklahoma.  T h ese  c o n d i t i o n s  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  l e a d  t o  

r e v o l u t i o n  in Oklahoma,  b u t  i n s t e a d  t o  a l e f t - w i n g  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m  

w h ich  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  in e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  and member ship  in t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y .
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I have  p o s i t e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  B a r r i n g t o n  Moore,  t h a t  w es tw a rd  

m i g r a t i o n  in  America  can  be  s e e n  a s  t h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  own u n i q u e  h i s t o r i c a l  

fo rm  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  I have  compared t h i s  p r o c e s s  in  

t h e  Sou th  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  W e s te rn  p r a i r i e  in o r d e r  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  f rom t h e  two d i f f e r e n t  forms o f  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  I have  a r g u e d  t h a t  Oklahoma,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  h a v i n g  

been  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  had two s e p a r a t e  forms o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  

E a s t e r n  Oklahoma ( I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y )  g e n e r a t e d  a s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h e  South  w h i l e  w e s t e r n  Oklahoma (Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y )  more c l o s e l y  

r e s e m b le d  t h e  w e s t e r n  p r a i r i e .  Y e t ,  in co m p ar in g  e a ch  r e g i o n  o f  

Oklahoma t o  i t s  s e c t i o n a l  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  wh at  became a p p a r e n t  was t h e  

s i m i l a r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e g i o n s  in  Oklahoma t o  e a c h  o t h e r  and t h e i r  

u n i q u e n e s s  v i s  a v i s  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  What became c l e a r  was t h a t  i t  

was a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  an om al ous  h i s t o r i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w hi ch  l ed  

t o  t h e  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  s i m i l a r  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  in  b o t h  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  

s t a t e ,  i . e .  t h e  r a p i d  econ om ic  i m m i z e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c e r s .

Through t h e  u s e  o f  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  I was a b l e  t o  

i s o l a t e  t h e  p a r a m e t e r s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  w h ich  w e re  most  l i k e l y  

t o  l e a d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a g r a r i a n  r a d i c a l i s m ,  a r a d i c a l i s m  e x p r e s s e d  

by S o c i a l i s t  v o t i n g .  We saw t h a t  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  in t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  

o f  t h e  s t a t e  and p o o r ,  m o r tg ag e d  f a rm  ow ne rs  in t h e  w e s t  we re  most  

l i k e l y  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y .  D e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in 

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  and economic  w e l l - b e i n g  b e tw een  t h e s e  two c o n s t i t u t e n c i e s ,  

we saw t h a t  b o t h  g r o u p s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  w e re  v i c t i m i z e d  by t h e  

l a b o r  r e p r e s s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m s  w h ich  w e r e  g e n e r a t e d  in e a c h  r e g i o n
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In Oklahoma,  In b o t h  t h e  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

s t a t e ,  a f u n c t i o n a l  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  g e n t r y  in t r a d i t i o n a l  p e a s a n t  

s o c i e t y  was c r e a t e d .  Local  e l i t e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  e x o g e n o u s ,  l a r g e  

s c a l e  monopol i s t s  and Wall S t r e e t  f i n a n c i e r s ,  w e re  t h e  a g e n t s  who 

e x t r a c t e d  t h e  s u r p l u s  o f  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  and f a r m e r s .  These  l o c a l  

b a n k e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  and l a n d l o r d s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

and s t a t e w i d e  D e m o c ra t i c  P a r t y ,  fo und  a p o l i t i c a l  means t o  e n s u r e  

t h e i r  economic  hegemony o v e r  m a r k e t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  in  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .

The power o f  t h e s e  e l i t e s  c o u l d  n o t  be  l e g i t i m a t e d ,  ho wever ,  by any 

t r a d i t i o n a l  i d e o l o g y  w h ich  j u s t i f i e d  t h e  i n h e r e n t  s u p e r i o r i t y  

o f  p o l i t i c a l l y  dom inant  g r o u p s .  T h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  p e r f o r m  any n e c e s s a r y  

s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  made them a p p e a r  a s  " p a r a s i t e s "  t o  t h e  i m p o v e r i s h e d  

f a r m e r s  and s h a r e c r o p p e r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  was t h e s e  v e r y  same 

p a r a s i t e s  who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  m a jo r  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

o f  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  In an  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e x t  w h ich  j u s t i f i e d  

t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  s e l f - m a d e  man, t h e  f a i l u r e  and p o v e r t y  o f  many 

f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s  l e d  t o  t h e i r  b e i n g  s o c i a l l y  o s t r a c i z e d  and 

e x c l u d e d  f rom any  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h ich  p r o v i d e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

human f e l l o w s h i p .

F i n a l l y ,  a s  we have s e e n ,  in Oklahoma o u t s i d e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  

S o c i a l i s t s ,  s u c c e e d e d  in  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  o f  many o f  

O k lah o m a ' s  im p o v e r i s h e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  i n t o  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  ’P a r t y .  They d i d  t h i s  by d e v e l o p i n g  p r o p a g a n d a  t e c h n i q u e s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  forms w h ich  w e re  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  c u l t u r a l  

r e p e r t o i r e  o f  t h e  a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  r o o t e d  

i n t h e  lower  c l a s s  P r o t e s t a n t  F u n d am en ta l i s m  o f  many o f  t h e  Oklahoma
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f a r m e r s  and t e n a n t s .

As we have s e e n ,  a t  t h e  peak o f  i t s  s t r e n g t h ,  in  191**, t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

P a ry  g a r n e r e d  o n l y  a b o u t  20% o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  v o t e .  Four  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  w i t h

t h e  c l o s e  o f  World War I ,  t h e  P a r t y  was a l l  b u t  d e f u n c t  in  Oklahoma.  Yet

t h e  most  e s s e n t i a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  has  n o t  been t o  h i g h l i g h t  a

r e l a t i v e l y  o b s c u r e  phenomenon in  t h e  American p a s t .  As a s o c i a l

s c i e n t i s t  I have  been p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  Oklahoma 

S o c i a l i s m  f o r  making g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  which l e a d  t o  

a c e r t a i n  t y p e  o f  p r o t e s t  among a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s .  T h u s ,  h e r e  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  a c o m p a r a t i v e i y  h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  S o c i a l i s t  s t r e n g t h  s u g g e s t s  

an a t y p i c a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  which has  been f r u i t f u l  f o r  

c l a r i f y i n g  n o t  o n l y  O k lah o m a ' s  u n u s u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  t h e  more p r e ­

d o m in an t  p a t t e r n s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d ev e lo p m e n t  foun d in  some o f  t h e  

s t a t e s  o f  t h e  American Wes t .  As B a r r i n g t o n  Moore has  shown,  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  in Amer ica  u l t i m a t e l y  l ed  t o  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s  d e m o c r a t i c  r o u t e  o f  d ev e lo p m e n t  in t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  a w h o le .  

A g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  g e n e r a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  in  P o p u l i s m ,  and r e f o r i s m ,  

n o t  a g r a r i a n  s o c i a l i s m .  Y e t ,  Oklahoma p r o d u c e d ,  i f  o n l y  b r i e f l y ,  an 

a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  movement w hich  was d i s t i n c t i v e l y  S o c i a l i s t  a s  w e l l  a s  

d i s t i n c t i v e l y  A m er ic an .

The c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  Oklahoma s h a r e c r o p p e r s  and f a r m e r s  s i m i ­

l a r  t o  a p e a s a n t r y  has  e n a b l e d  me t o  a r g u e  t h a t  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s m  r e p r e ­

s e n t e d  a  form o f  p e a s a n t  r a d i c a l i s m .  By a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  in  t h i s  

way n o t  o n l y  have I been a b l e  t o  s h ed  l i g h t  on an o b s c u r e  h i s t o r i c a l  

phenomenon,  b u t  I have  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c l a r i f y  some o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h ich  may 

p r e d i s p o s e  c e r t a i n  a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  t o  f o r s a k e  t h e i r  commitment  t o
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t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  and i d e o l o g i e s ,  and t o  work to w ar d s  a 

g o a l s  which s o u g h t  t o  e x t e n s i v e l y  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r .
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