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A b s tra c t

SELF-ESTEEM AS A MEDIATING VARIABLE OF ATTRIBUTIONS

by

Wendy C. S te rn b e rg  

A d v iso r: P ro fe s s o r  E l le n  Langer

A s tu d y  i s  p r e s e n te d  w hich by b e h a v io ra l  m easures as w e l l  as 

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  q u e s t io n n a ir e  method su p p o r ts  th e  p r o p o s i t io n  t h a t  

s e l f - e s te e m  m e d ia te s  th e  ty p e s  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n s  an in d iv id u a l  m akes. 

Through an e x p e r im e n ta l m a n ip u la tio n , p a i r e d  s u b je c t s  b e l ie v e d  them­

s e lv e s  to  be  e i t h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s im i la r  o r d i s s im i la r  from  each  

o th e r .  One s u b je c t ( th e  a c to r )  perfo rm ed  an anagram  ta s k  w h ile  th e  

o th e r  s u b je c t  ( th e  o b s e rv e r )  w atched . The a c to r  e i t h e r  succeeded  o r  

f a i l e d ,  depending  on th e  s e t  o f anagram s g iv en  him . As p r e d ic te d  

a c to r s  and s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  made more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  

a f t e r  su c c e ss  and more s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  a f t e r  f a i l u r e .  

D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  responded  i n  a v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  m anner, te n d in g  to  

make more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  a f t e r  b o th  su c c e ss  and f a i l u r e .

As an a t t r i b u t i o n ,  e f f o r t  was alw ays seen  p o s i t i v e ly  and was u sed  as 

a  s e l f - e s te e m  e n h a n c e r. B e h a v io ra l m easures o f  choosing  a  l e v e l  o f 

d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  a  second ta s k  and d e c id in g  w h eth er o r  n o t to  con tin u e  to



p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  ex p e rim en t w ith  th e  same p a r tn e r  w ere a ls o  m ed ia te d  

by th e  p e rso n s  d e s i r e  to  m a in ta in  s e l f - e s te e m .  I t  was found  t h a t  th e  

more " in v o lv e d "  th e  o b s e rv e r  had  to  b e  w ith  th e  a c t o r ,  th e  more th e  

o b s e rv e r ’ s b e h a v io r  was d e te rm in e d  by th e  a c t o r ' s  su c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e .  

I n te r p e r s o n a l  a t t r a c t i o n  to  th e  a c to r  i n  te rm s o f  b e h a v io r  and s e l f  

r e p o r t  was g r e a t e r  f o r  s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  fo llo w in g  su c c e s s  and d i s s im i l a r  

o b s e rv e rs  fo llo w in g  f a i l u r e .  In  a l l ,  th e  f in d in g s  r e f l e c t  an i n d i v i d u a l 's  

n eed  to  m a in ta in  h i s  s e l f - im a g e ,  i . e . ,  a t t r i b u t i o n s  and b e h a v io r  w ere in  

th e  d i r e c t i o n  w hich b e s t  enhanced  t h a t  s e l f - e s te e m .
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A tt r ib u t io n  th e o ry  i s  concerned  w ith  th e  i n d i v i d u a l 's  a tte m p t 

to  u n d e rs ta n d  h i s  env ironm en t and w ith  h i s  s e a rc h  to  g iv e  m eaning to  

e v e n ts  and make th e  w o rld  more p r e d ic ta b le  and th e r e f o r e  c o n t r o l l a b l e .

The fo cu s  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n  th e o ry  has  been  on an in d i v i d u a l 's  s e a rc h  f o r  

c a u s a l  e x p la n a tio n s  f o r  h i s  own b e h a v io r  and th e  b e h a v io r  o f  th o se  

around  him. I t  i s  th e  m ain p u rp o se  o f  th e  r e s e a r c h  p roposed  in  t h i s  

p a p e r  to  d e m o n stra te  th a t  m a in ten an ce  o f s e l f - e s te e m  i s  a m a jo r m e d ia t­

in g  v a r i a b le  i n  d e te rm in in g  w hat a t t r i b u t i o n s  p e o p le  u se  to  e x p la in  th e  

w o rld  around  them. P s y c h o lo g is ts ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p e r s o n a l i ty  t h e o r i s t s  

such  a s  R o g ers , M urphy, H om ey and A d le r , have n o te d  th e  s ig in f i c a n c e  

o f  s e l f - e s te e m  f o r  th e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  fu n c t io n in g  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l .

S e lf -e s te e m  h as  been d e f in e d  by C oopersm ith  (1967) a s  th e  

" e v a lu a t io n  w hich th e  in d iv id u a l  makes and c u s to m a r ily  m a in ta in s  w ith  

re g a rd  to  h im s e lf ;  i t  e x p re s s e s  an a t t i t u d e  o f  a p p ro v a l o r d is a p p ro v a l ,  

and in d i c a te s  th e  e x te n t  to  w h ich  th e  in d iv id u a l  b e l ie v e s  h im s e lf  to  

be  c a p a b le , s i g n i f i c a n t ,  s u c c e s s f u l  and w o rth y ."  I t  i s  h i s  c o n te n tio n  

th a t  c o n d i t io n s  w hich th r e a te n  to  expose a  p e r s o n 's  in a d e q u a c ie s  a r e  a  

m ajor cau se  o f  a n x ie ty .  In  t h i s  p a p e r ,  th e  a u th o r  p ro p o se s  t h a t  i n  o rd e r  

to  m inim ize a n x ie ty  caused  by s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n s  w hich p roduce  tem porary  

s h i f t s  in  s e l f - e s te e m  an in d iv id u a l  w i l l  e x p la in  p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e  

o ccu ren ces  w hich r e f l e c t  upon h i s  s e lf - im a g e  in  a  manner w hich w i l l  

enhance h i s  s e l f - e s te e m . He w i l l  a t t r i b u t e  th e  cau ses  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

e v e n t to  th o se  f a c t o r s  w hich w i l l  maximize h i s  s e l f  w o rth . T h e re fo re , 

when an a c t io n  r e s u l t s  i n  an u n d e s ir a b le  (n e g a t iv e )  outcom e, th e  

su b seq u en t r e d u c t io n  in  s e l f - e s te e m  i s  av o id ed  i f  th e  p e rso n



p erfo rm in g  th e  a c t io n  m in im izes h i s  r o le  and s t r e s s e s  o u ts id e  f a c t o r s  a s  

a cau se . On th e  o th e r  hand , when an a c t io n  r e s u l t s  in  a  d e s i r a b l e  

( p o s i t iv e )  outcom e, th e  p e rso n  w i l l  ta k e  c r e d i t  f o r  i t  and in  so doing  

enhance h i s  s e l f - e s te e m .

To d a te  th e r e  i s  no a l l  encom passing th e o ry  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n .  I t s  

ro o ts  l i e  i n  H e id e r ’s co n cep t o f " n a iv e  psycho logy" (1 9 5 8 ), a c c o rd in g  to  

w hich th e  in d iv id u a l  s t a b i l i z e s  h i s  env ironm ent by a s s ig n in g  c a u se -  

e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  to  th e  cues around  him . The m ost com prehensive 

r e c e n t  c o n c e p tu a l iz a t io n  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n  th e o ry  comes from  K e lle y  (1 9 6 7 ). 

A ccord ing  to  K e lle y , a t t r i b u t i o n s  a re  d e r iv e d  from  th r e e  ty p e s  o f  

in fo rm a tio n : (a )  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  (w hether o r  n o t th e  same b e h a v io r

o ccu rs  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  many s t i m u l i ) , (b) c o n s is te n c y  (w hether o r  n o t 

a b e h a v io r  i s  alw ays p r e s e n t  w ith  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t i m u l i ) , (c )  consensus 

(w h eth er o r  n o t th e  same b e h a v io r  i s  p r e s e n t  in  o th e r  p e o p le  c o n fro n te d  

w ith  th e  same s t im u lu s ) . He p r e d ic t s  t h a t  e x te r n a l  ( s i t u a t i o n a l )  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  w i l l  be made when d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s ,  c o n s is te n c y  and con­

sen su s a r e  h ig h  and p e rso n  ( d i s p o s i t i o n a l )  a t t r i b u t i o n s  w i l l  be made 

when consensus and d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  a re  low and c o n s is te n c y  i s  h ig h .

W einer, F r ie z e ,  K ukla, Reed, R est and Rosenbaum (1971) d ev eloped  

an expanded m odel f o r  c l a s s i f y i n g  a t t r i b u t i o n s  abou t th e  cau ses  o f  

su c c e ss  and f a i l u r e  i n  ach ievem en t s i t u a t i o n s .  I t  p o s tu la te s  fo u r  

b a s ic  ty p e s  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n  ( a b i l i t y ,  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y ,  e f f o r t  and l u c k ) , 

w hich v a ry  a lo n g  two d im en sio n s , lo c u s  o f  c o n t ro l  and s t a b i l i t y .  The 

lo c u s  o f  c o n t ro l  d im ension  b re a k s  down a t t r i b u t i o n s  in  th e  same manner 

as  d id  K e l l e y 's  scheme i . e .  i n t e r n a l  ( a b i l i t y  and e f f o r t )  and e x te r n a l  

( ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  and lu c k ) .  However, W einer, e t  a l . ,  a l s o  added a 

second d im en sio n , s t a b i l i t y ,  w hich d iv id e d  a t t r i b u t i o n s  in t o  s t a b l e



( a b i l i t y  and ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y )  and u n s ta b le  ( e f f o r t  and lu c k ) f a c t o r s .

A c to r-O b se rv e r  D if f e r e n c e s

Jo n es  and N i s b e t t 's  p r o p o s i t io n  (1971) o f d iv e rg e n t  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  

p ro c e s s e s  f o r  th e  a c t o r  and th e  o b s e rv e r  i s  an e x te n s io n  o f  K e l l e y 's  

in fo rm a tio n  b ased  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  p ro c e s s .  They b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  a c t o r  

a t t r i b u t e s  h i s  own b e h a v io r  to  s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c to r s  w h ile  he i s  l i k e l y  to  

a t t r i b u t e  th e  same b e h a v io r  to  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  when i t  i s  perfo rm ed  

by someone e l s e .  T h is  a c to r - o b s e r v e r  d ichotom y r e s u l t s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  

Jo n es  and N i s b e t t ,  from  in fo rm a tio n  and p e r s p e c t iv e  o r  p ro c e s s in g  d i f ­

f e r e n c e s  betw een  a c t o r  and o b s e rv e r .  The a c to r  i s  l i k e l y  to  be aw are 

o f  more in fo rm a tio n  p a r t i c u l a r s  p e r ta in in g  to  an e v e n t he i s  in v o lv e d  in  

th a n  i s  th e  o b s e r v e r .  A lthough  b o th  th e  a c to r  and th e  o b s e rv e r  can  be 

aw are o f  th e  cau se  and e f f e c t  o f  an  e v e n t (w hat t r ig g e r e d  th e  i n c id e n t ,  

th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  a c t  and  i t s  outcome) i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  o b s e rv e r  

to  h av e  com ple te  know ledge o f  how th e  a c t o r  was f e e l i n g ,  and w hat h i s  

i n t e n t i o n s  w ere . (The o b s e rv e r  o f te n  la c k s  th e  m o t iv a t io n  to  o b ta in  

t h i s  in fo rm a tio n  w hich i s  n e v e r  d i r e c t l y  o b s e rv a b le .)  An o b s e rv e r  

i n f e r r i n g  th e s e  in n e r  s t a t e s  can  a t  tim es b e  v e ry  a c c u r a te ,  a s  i s  

f r e q u e n t ly  th e  c a se  betw een  m other and c h i ld ,  o r  can be  v e ry  in a c c u r a te ,  

a s  i s  o f te n  th e  c a se  i n  i n t e r a c t i o n s  be tw een  two in d iv id u a l s  b a r e ly  

a c q u a in te d .

The g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  know ledge p o s se s s e d  by th e  a c to r  

and th e  o b s e rv e r  i s  in  th e  " h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ."  The o b s e rv e r  v iew s th e  

e v e n t as a p o in t  i n  tim e and i s  n o t u s u a l ly  aw are o f  th o s e  e v e n ts  

le a d in g  up to  th e  p r e s e n t .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  a c to r  h a s  more co m p le te  

know ledge o f  p a s t  e v e n ts  t h a t  have r e s u l t e d  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t .  In



K e l le y ’s (1967) te rm s th e  a c t o r  p o s s e s s e s  more " d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s "  

in fo rm a tio n  and " c o n s is te n c y "  in fo rm a tio n .  T hus, th e  a c t o r  knows i f  he  

behaves i n  th e  same o r  d i f f e r e n t  m anner to  many o th e r  s t im u l i  ( d i s t i n c ­

t iv e n e s s )  and i f  he does o r  does n o t  alw ays behave in  a p a r t i c u l a r  way 

to  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t im u lu s  ( c o n s is te n c y ) .  I f  th e  o b s e rv e r  knows th e  

a c to r  w e ll  he  may h ave  some o f t h i s  in fo rm a tio n .  However, he  r a r e l y  

has  com p le te  know ledge o f  th e  a c t o r 's  p a s t .  T hus, Jo n es  and N is b e t t  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  a c to r  i s  o f te n  d iv e r te d  from  m aking d i s p o s i t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  b eca u se  o f  p e r s o n a l  and p a s t  in fo rm a tio n  he  p o s s e s s e s ,  

w h ile  a t  th e  same tim e th e  o b s e rv e r ,  la c k in g  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t c o n s i s ­

te n c y  and d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s ,  a t t r i b u t e s  th e  b e h a v io r  to  s t a b l e  p e r s o n a l ­

i t y  d i s p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  a c t o r  in  an  a t te m p t to  a n a ly s e  th e  e v e n t w ith  a  

minimum amount o f  e f f o r t  by assum ing h ig h  c o n s is te n c y .  T hus, th e  

d i f f e r e n c e  in  in fo rm a tio n  a v a i l a b l e  i s  th e  f i r s t  f a c t o r  t h a t  i s  l i k e l y  

to  le a d  to  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een  a c t o r s  and o b s e rv e r s .

The second  f a c t o r  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  a c to r - o b s e r v e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i s  

how th e  in fo rm a tio n  i s  p ro c e s s e d . Jo n es  and N is b e t t  s t a t e  t h a t  d i f f e r ­

e n t  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  a v a i l a b l e  in fo rm a tio n  a r e  s a l i e n t  f o r  a c to r s  and 

o b s e rv e rs  and t h i s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s a l i e n c e  a f f e c t s  th e  c o u rs e  and outcom e 

o f th e  a t t r i b u t i o n  p r o c e s s .  The fo c u s  f o r  b o th  th e  a c to r  and th e  

o b s e rv e r  i s  t h e i r  en v iro n m en t. The en v iro n m en t f o r  th e  a c to r  i s  o f  

p rim e im p o rta n c e , due to  th e  p h y s ic a l  l o c a t io n  o f  h i s  s e n s o ry  r e c e p to r s  

and h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  e x t e r n a l  v a r i a b l e s  i n  an  e f f o r t  to  c o n t r o l  th e  

s i t u a t i o n .  The o b s e rv e r  on th e  o th e r  hand a t te n d s  more to  th e  a c t o r ’s 

b e h a v io r ,  w hich  a f t e r  a l l  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  o b s e r v e r ’ s en v iro n m en t. In  

f a c t ,  th e  s a l i e n c e  o f  th e  a c t o r ' s  b e h a v io r  i s  s t r o n g  enough to  o b sc u re  

th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  and le a d  th e  o b s e rv e r  to  a t t r i b u t e  th e  c a u se s



o f th e  a c t o r ' s  b e h a v io r  to  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s .

Jo n es  and N is b e t t  i n t e r p r e t  a  number o f  s tu d ie s  a s  p ro v id in g  

e v id e n c e  in  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  p r o p o s i t io n  a b o u t a c to r - o b s e r v e r  d i f f e r ­

e n ce s  i n  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  A s tu d y  by Jo n es  and H a r r i s  (1967) le n d in g  

s u p p o r t  to  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  d em o n stra ted  t h a t  w h e th e r  a  d e b a te r  was 

e x p re s s in g  h i s  own o p in io n  (c h o ic e )  o r  was m ere ly  d e b a t in g  th e  a s s ig n e d  

s id e  o f  an  i s s u e  (no c h o ic e ) , th e  o b s e rv e r  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  d e b a te r  in  

f a c t  h e ld  th e  p o s i t i o n  he  e sp o u sed . The o b s e r v e r ,  ig n o r in g  th e  s i t u a ­

t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  a t t r i b u t e d  th e  b e h a v io r  to  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s .

I t  can be n o te d  t h a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  same phenomenon o c c u rre d  in  

M ilg ra m 's  s tu d y  on o b e d ie n c e  to  a u th o r i ty  (1 9 7 4 ). P s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  

t r a in e d  p r o f e s s io n a l s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  o n ly  an  e x tre m e ly  sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e  

o f  in d iv id u a l s  w ould a d m in is te r  h ig h  i n t e n s i t y  shocks to  a n o th e r  p e rso n  

d u rin g  a  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e x p e r im e n t. The s i t u a t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  

o b ed ien ce  to  a u t h o r i ty  d u r in g  " s c i e n t i f i c "  r e s e a r c h  w ere o v e r lo o k e d .

And in  f a c t ,  a much l a r g e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  s u b je c t s  a d m in is te re d  w hat 

th e y  b e l ie v e d  to  be p a i n f u l  shocks p r e c i s e ly  b e c a u se  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .

Jo n e s  and N is b e t t  c i t e  a n o th e r  s tu d y  ( J o n e s ,  Rock, S h av e r, 

G o e th a ls  & W ard, 1968) i n  s u p p o r t o f  t h e i r  p r o p o s i t io n  r e g a rd in g  

a c to r  and o b s e rv e r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I n  t h i s  s tu d y ,  s u b je c t s  made a b i l i t y  

( d i s p o s i t i o n a l )  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th e y  o b se rv e d  a c o n fe d e ra te  do ing  

b o th  p r o g r e s s iv e ly  b e t t e r  and p r o g r e s s iv e ly  w orse  on an  I .Q .  t e s t ,  

"d e s ig n e d  to  d is c r im in a te  a t  th e  v e ry  h ig h e s t  l e v e l s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e " .  

However, when th e  s u b je c t s  th e m se lv es  to o k  th e  I .Q . t e s t  and r e c e iv e d  

in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  th e y  had  done p r o g r e s s iv e ly  w o rse , th e y  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  

th e  ite m s  became p r o g r e s s iv e ly  more d i f f i c u l t .  On th e  o th e r  h an d , 

s u b je c t s  who r e c e iv e d  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  th e y  had  done p r o g r e s s iv e ly



b e t t e r  b e l ie v e d  th a t  th e  item s  became p r o g re s s iv e ly  e a s i e r .  T his was 

d e s p i te  th e  e x p e r im e n te r 's  c la im  to  th e  s u b je c ts  t h a t  th e  item s  w ere o f  

u n ifo rm  d i f f i c u l t y .  Thus, s u b je c t s  made s tim u lu s  ( s i t u a t i o n a l )  a t t r i ­

b u tio n s  f o r  them se lv es  and d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  o th e r s .

The m ost d i r e c t  ev id en ce  th u s  f a r  f o r  th e  Jo n es  and N is b e t t  

h y p o th e s is  i s  p ro v id e d  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  s tu d ie s  by N is b e t t ,  C aputo , L e g a n t, 

and M aracek (1 9 7 3 ). In  one o f  th e s e  s tu d i e s ,  o b se rv e rs  view ed a c to r s  

a g re e in g  o r  n o t a g re e in g  to  v o lu n te e r  t h e i r  tim e  f o r  a  f u tu r e  u n iv e r s i ty  

p r o j e c t .  O bservers  th o u g h t th a t  th e  a c to r s  who v o lu n te e re d  w ould be 

l i k e l y  to  v o lu n te e r  a g a in  a t  a  f u tu r e  d a te  f o r  a n o th e r  w orthy  a c t i v i t y  

such  a s  c a n v a ss in g  f o r  th e  U nited  Fund. On th e  o th e r  hand th e  a c to r s  

them selves d id  n o t  p r e d i c t  t h e i r  f u tu r e  v o lu n te e r  b e h a v io r  on th e  b a s i s  

o f  w hether o r n o t  th e y  had v o lu n te e re d  fo r  th e  f i r s t  a c t i v i t y .  I t  was 

concluded  th a t  o b s e rv e rs  made d i s p o s i t i o n a l  and a c to r s  made s i t u a t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s .  In  a  second  s tu d y , m ale s u b je c t s  who w ere asked  to  

d e s c r ib e  th e  re a so n s  f o r  t h e i r  c h o ic e s  o f a  c o l le g e  m a jo r and a g i r l  

f r i e n d  gave a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  same number o f  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  and s i t u a t i o n ­

a l  e x p la n a t io n s .  B ut when th e  s u b je c t s  w ere re q u ire d  to  e x p la in  t h e i r  

b e s t  f r i e n d 's  c h o ic e s  o f a m ajo r and a  g i r l  f r i e n d ,  th e y  w ere l i k e l y  to  

u se  more p e r s o n a l  th a n  s tim u lu s  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  Here a g a in ,  i t  was 

concluded  th a t  an in d iv id u a l  makes s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  i n  re g a rd  to  

t h e i r  own b e h a v io r  and d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  to  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  

o th e r s .

A s tu d y  by M cArthur (1972) i s  a l s o  n o te d  by Jo n es  and N is b e t t  as  

le n d in g  s u p p o r t to  th e  a c to r - o b s e rv e r  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  d icho tom y. When 

p re s e n te d  w ith  a s im p le  s e n te n c e , such  as "R alph  t r i p s  o v e r J a n e 's  f e e t  

w h ile  dancing" and ask ed  to  make p e rs o n , s t im u lu s  a n d /o r  s i t u a t i o n



a t t r i b u t i o n s ,  s u b je c t s  w ere more l i k e l y  to  make p e rs o n  a t t r i b u t i o n s  

(44% o f th e  t o t a l )  th a n  any o th e r  ty p e .  When th e  s ta te m e n t  was an 

em o tio n a l o n e , such  as "Sue i s  a f r a i d  o f  th e  dog", th e  m ost f r e q u e n t  

a t t r i b u t i o n  was a  p e r s o n - s t im u lu s  c o m b in a tio n . The d a ta  p r e s e n te d  in  

M cA rthur’ s s tu d y  w ere from  th e  o b s e r v e r 's  p e r s p e c t iv e  o n ly . Jo n es  and 

N is b e t t  (1971) a t te m p t to  make an i n t u i t i o n a l  c a se  by m ere ly  s t a t i n g  

t h e i r  "assu m p tio n "  th a t  an  a c t o r  in  th e  same s i t u a t i o n  would be  much 

more l i k e l y  to  g iv e  s t im u lu s  and  s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s ,  b u t  l a t e r  i t  

w i l l  be a rg u ed  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  t r u e .

M cArthur b e l ie v e s  t h a t  p e o p le  a r e  " b la c k -b o x  t h e o r i s t s "  lo o k in g  

to  th e  p e rso n  r a t h e r  th a n  to  e x t e r n a l  s t im u l i  f o r  th e  ca u se s  o f  beh av ­

i o r .  She in c lu d e s  h e r s e l f  among t h i s  ty p e  o f  t h e o r i s t  by d is c o u n t in g  

th e  e f f e c t  o f  h e r  item s on th e  re sp o n se s  o f  h e r  s u b je c t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  she 

o v e rlo o k s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  w ord ings  may o c c a s io n  d i f f e r e n t  

a t t r i b u t i o n s .  An a l t e r n a t e  e x p la n a t io n  w ould be t h a t  p e o p le  te n d  to  

make th e  a t t r i b u t i o n  r e q u i r in g  th e  l e a s t  amount o f e f f o r t  ( a t t r i b u t i n g  

c a u s a l i t y  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  s e n te n c e ) . M cArthur p h ra s e s  h e r  ite m s  

so t h a t  th e  p e rso n  (n o t th e  s t im u lu s  o r  th e  s i t u a t i o n )  i s  th e  s u b je c t  o f 

each  s e n te n c e .  Thus, s e n te n c e s  such  as  "Sue i s  f r ig h te n e d  o f  th e  dog" 

and "G eorge t r a n s l a t e s  th e  s e n te n c e  i n c o r r e c t l y "  may le a d  to  d i f f e r e n t  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  th a n  s e n te n c e s  su ch  as "The dog f r ig h te n e d  Sue" and "The 

se n te n c e  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  G eorge to  t r a n s l a t e . "  A cco rd ing  to  th e  

p r e s e n t  a u th o r ’ s i n t u i t i o n ,  i t  w ould seem t h a t  in  th e  l a t t e r  c a s e s  

s t im u lu s  (dog and se n te n c e )  a t t r i b u t i o n s  would more l i k e l y  be made.

One o f  M cA rth u r's  ite m s  p ro d u ced  c o n t ra ry  and i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t s .  

When c o n fro n te d  w ith  th e  s e n te n c e  "Mary i s  an g ered  by th e  p sy ch o lo g y  

ex p erim en t"  s u b je c t s  gave a h ig h  p ro p o r t io n  o f  s t im u lu s  a t t r i b u t i o n s
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(52% a s  opposed to  19% f o r  o th e r  s e n te n c e s  w ith  e m o tio n a l c o n te n t . )

When re a d in g  t h i s  ite m  th e  o b s e rv e r  was s im i l a r  to  th e  a c t o r  (Mary) in  

t h a t  th e y  w ere b o th  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  a  p sych o lo g y  e x p e r im e n t. I n  t h i s  

c a s e ,  u n l ik e  th e  o th e r s ,  th e  s u b je c t  may h av e  had  a  p e r s o n a l  s ta k e  in  th e  

s i t u a t i o n  and th u s  sh o u ld  be e x p e c te d  to  h av e  behaved  d i f f e r e n t l y  from an 

u n in v o lv ed  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  o b s e rv e r .  P e rs o n a l  in v o lv em en t may a l t e r  a 

p e r s o n 's  i n c l i n a t i o n  to  choose  th e  a t t r i b u t i o n  r e q u i r in g  th e  l e a s t  amount 

o f  e f f o r t ,  i . e . ,  to  a t t r i b u t e  c a u s a l i t y  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  s e n te n c e .

I t  i s  th e  c o n te n t io n  o f t h i s  a u th o r  t h a t  when an o b s e rv e r  i s  p la c e d  in  a 

s im i la r  c irc u m s ta n c e  to  th e  a c to r  he w ould n o t  make th e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

e x p e c te d  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n .  When th e  outcom e i s  ego in v o lv in g  

th e  o b s e rv e r  w ould in s t e a d ,  make an a t t r i b u t i o n  m e d ia te d  by s e l f - e s te e m  

enhancem en t. An o b s e rv e r  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  c o n t r a r y  to  Jo n es  and 

N i s b e t t 's  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  may make a t t r i b u t i o n s  o f  th e  same ty p e  a s  th e  

a c t o r .  I f  a  p e rso n  engages i n  a n e g a t iv e  a c t io n  (a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f 

M ary 's  b e in g  an g ry ) and an  o b s e rv e r  i s  l i k e  t h a t  o th e r  p e rs o n  ( i s  a l s o  

in  a  p sy ch o lo g y  e x p e rim e n t)  th e  b e h a v io r  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  s i t u ­

a t io n  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  in d iv id u a l  so t h a t  th e  p e rso n  does n o t  h av e  to  

th in k  t h a t  h e  o r  someone l i k e  him  w ould behave in  a  n e g a t iv e  f a s h io n .

I t  sh o u ld  b e  m en tioned  t h a t  a second s tu d y  by M cA rthur w hich  e l im in a te d  

th e  o b s e r v e r 's  p e r s o n a l  in v o lv em en t d id  show th e  t y p i c a l  a c to r - o b s e r v e r  

f i n d in g s .  T h is  e x p e rim e n t com pared a t t r i b u t i o n s  made by a c to r  s u b je c t s  

w ith  th e  l a t e r  a t t r i b u t i o n s  made by o b s e rv e r  s u b je c t s .  M cA rthur asked  

h e r  s u b je c t s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a  s u rv e y . When ask ed  why th e y  ag re e d  

to  p a r t i c i p a t e  th e y  made s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s ,  such  a s  th e  

im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  s u rv e y . O b se rv e rs  a t t r i b u t e d  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  to  

th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  s u b je c t .



Jo n es  and N i s b e t t  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e i r  a n a ly s i s  o f  a c to r - o b s e rv e r  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  i s  " g e n e r a l ly  t ru e "  w h ile  a t  th e  same tim e acknow ledging  

th a t  th e re  a re  "many e x c e p t io n s ."  The d is c o v e ry  o f  when t h i s  a c to r -  

o b se rv e r  m odel o f  a t t r i b u t i o n  does n o t make a c c u ra te  p r e d ic t io n s ,  

ap p e a rs  to  be th e  n e x t lo g i c a l  s te p  ( a f t e r  ad m iss io n  o f e x c e p tio n s  to  a 

g e n e ra l r u l e . )  When in  f a c t  do p eo p le  ta k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t s i t u a t i o n a l  

f a c to r s  in  judgem en ts  o f o th e r  peop le?  And do th e s e  in s ta n c e s  su g g e s t 

a n o th e r  m odel w hich  can h a n d le  b o th  th e  e x c e p tio n s  and th e  p r e s e n t  a c t o r -  

o b se rv e r  ru le ?

S e lf-E s te e m  and A t t r i b u t io n

In  t h e i r  1971 s ta te m e n t ,  Jones and N is b e t t  b r i e f l y  m en tion  th e  

p o s s ib le  e f f e c t s  o f  m o t iv a t io n a l  v a r ia b le s  on th e  ten d en cy  f o r  a c to r s  

and o b s e rv e rs  to  make d iv e rg e n t  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  They n o te  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  m otive to  m a in ta in  o r enhance s e l f - e s te e m  b u t do 

n o t  i n d i c a te  how t h i s  m ig h t change th e  a c to r - o b s e rv e r  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  

model they  p ro p o se . I f  i t  i s  th e  case  t h a t  an i n d i v id u a l  w ish es  to  

enhance h i s  s e l f - e s te e m  by  ta k in g  c r e d i t  f o r  good a c t s  and deny ing  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  bad a c t s ,  th e  s e lf - e s te e m  m odel and th e  Jo n es  and 

N is b e t t  a c to r - o b s e r v e r  model o f a t t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  n o t  a lw ays p r e d i c t  th e  

same ty p es  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  In  th e  ca se  o f  a n e g a t iv e  outcom e bo th  

m odels p r e d i c t  t h a t  an a c to r  w i l l  make a s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n .

However in  th e  c a se  o f a p o s i t i v e  outcome th e  a c to r - o b s e r v e r  model 

c o n tin u e s  to  p r e d i c t  t h a t  th e  a c to r  w i l l  make s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  

w h ile  th e  s e l f - e s te e m  m odel p r e d ic t s  t h a t  an a c to r  w i l l  make d i s p o s i ­

t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s .

Few s tu d ie s  have d e a l t  w ith  s e lf - e s te e m  a s  a  m o t iv a t io n a l



in f lu e n c e  on c a u s a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  However, one s tu d y  by H arvey, A rk in , 

G leaso n , and Jo h n s to n  (1974) has  view ed th e  i s s u e  o f  s i t u a t i o n a l  v s .  

d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  in  term s o f m e d ia tin g  f a c t o r s  and th u s  m e r i ts  

some d e s c r ip t io n .  H arvey e t  a l .  were co n ce rn ed  p r im a r i ly  w ith  how th e  

a c t o r 's  and o b s e r v e r 's  outcome ex p ec tan cy  ( p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e )  and th e  

a c tu a l  outcome ( p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e )  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  a t t r i b u t i o n s  o f 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  outcom e. The s u b je c ts  se rv e d  as  e i t h e r  t h e r a p i s t s  

( a c to r s )  o r  o b s e rv e rs  in  an experim en t sup p o sed ly  t e s t i n g  an u n tra in e d  

p e r s o n 's  a b i l i t y  to  g iv e  th e ra p y  f o r  a m inor p h o b ia . They w ere le d  to  

b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  th e ra p y  th e y  w ere to  d e l iv e r  was found to  be 

e i t h e r  s u c c e s s fu l  o r  u n s u c c e s s fu l .  The t h e r a p i s t s  w ere g iv en  feed b ack  

in d i c a t in g  w hether o r  n o t  th e  th e ra p y  was a c t u a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  Based 

on th e  assum ption  t h a t  in d iv id u a ls  w ant to  m a in ta in  p o s i t i v e  s e l f -  

c o n c e p ts , th ey  h y p o th e s iz e d  th a t  (1) a c to r s  w i l l  show a g r e a t e r  tendency  

to  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  fo r  a p o s i t i v e  th a n  f o r  a n e g a t iv e  

outcome r e g a r d le s s  o f  ex p ec ted  outcom e, and (2) o b s e rv e rs  w i l l  show a 

g r e a t e r  tendency  to  make a c to r  ( d i s p o s i t i o n a l )  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th e re  

i s  a d is c re p a n c y  betw een e x p ec ted  outcome and a c tu a l  outcom e. The 

f i r s t  h y p o th e s is  was m a rg in a lly  su p p o rte d  b u t o n ly  when th e  e x p ec ted  

outcome was p o s i t i v e .  A lthough Harvey e t  a l .  a s s e r t  t h a t  th e  second 

h y p o th e s is  was s u p p o r te d , th e  ev id en ce  was s c a n t .

The s tu d y  by H arvey e t  a l . ,  a l th o u g h  a t te m p tin g  to  d e a l w ith  th e  

problem  o f a t t r i b u t i o n  m e d ia to rs ,  f a i l e d  to  do so c o n v in c in g ly  b ecau se  

o f  a number o f  m e th o d o lo g ic a l w eak n esses . A t t r i b u t io n s  w ere tapped  

th ro u g h  q u e s tio n s  o f  an ex tre m e ly  g e n e ra l n a tu re  ( e . g . ,  "C ircu m stan ces  

beyond th e  c o n t ro l  o f  th e  t h e r a p i s t  w ere r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  o u tco m e.") 

and th e r e f o r e  w ere n o t  s e n s i t i v e  enough to  p ic k  up th e  d i f f e r e n c e s
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betw een th e  num erous and s u b t l e  p o s s ib le  ty p e s  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n s .

H owever, th e  m ost c r u c i a l  f la w  in  t h e i r  s tu d y  was th e  p a r t i c u l a r  

way in  w hich th e y  chose  to  m a n ip u la te  s e l f - e s te e m .  A lthough  a p p a re n t ly  

s h a r in g  th e  p r e s e n t  a u t h o r 's  b e l i e f  in  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  t h i s  v a r i a b l e ,  

th e y  n e v e r th e le s s  f a i l e d  to  make t h i s  f a c t o r  s a l i e n t  in  a l l  c o n d i t io n s ,  

th u s  making a c to r - o b s e r v e r  co m parisons im p o s s ib le .  Not o n ly  was s e l f ­

e s teem  n o t an  i s s u e  f o r  th e  o b s e rv e r s  b u t in  o n ly  one c o n d i t io n  was i t  

im p o r ta n t f o r  th e  a c t o r .  T hat was th e  c a se  when th e  e x p e c te d  outcome 

was p o s i t i v e  and th e  a c t u a l  outcom e was n e g a t iv e .  T hus, f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s

and p u rp o se s  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  s e l f - e s te e m  in  t h i s  c o n te x t  i s  a s  y e t

u n te s te d .

In  o rd e r  f o r  a  s e l f - e s te e m  model o f  a t t r i b u t i o n  to  be  t e s t e d  i t

i s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  b o th  th e  a c t o r  and  th e  o b s e rv e r  to  f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r

s e l f - e s te e m  i s  a t  s ta k e .  I f  th e  e x p e c te d  outcome i s  a lw ays a  p o s i t i v e  

o n e , th e  a c t o r  w i l l  e x p e c t to  su c c e e d . F a i lu r e  a t  th e  ta s k  sh o u ld  th e n  

a f f e c t  h i s  s e l f - e s te e m  and in  tu r n  cau se  th e  a c t o r  to  make th e  ap p ro p ­

r i a t e  en h an c in g  a t t r i b u t i o n  ( s i t u a t i o n a l  f o r  n e g a t iv e  ou tcom es, d i s p o s i ­

t i o n a l  f o r  p o s i t i v e  o u tc o m e s) . In  o rd e r  to  make th e  m o tive  to  enhance 

s e l f - e s te e m  p ro m in en t f o r  an  o b s e rv e r ,  th e r e  m ust be a  c o n n e c tio n  betw een 

th e  a c t o r ' s  p e rfo rm an ce  and th e  o b s e r v e r 's  e v a lu a t io n  o f  s e l f  w o rth .

I f  th e  a c t o r ' s  p e rfo rm an ce  i s  i n  some way a r e f l e c t i o n  on th e  o b s e r v e r 's  

a b i l i t i e s  o r  com petence th e n  th e  m o tive  to  enhance s e l f - e s te e m  w ould be 

s a l i e n t  f o r  th e  o b s e rv e r  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  a c t o r .

A t t r i b u t io n  Under C o n d itio n s  o f  S u ccess  and  F a i lu r e

T here  i s  a l r e a d y  some e x p e r im e n ta l su p p o r t f o r  th e  m o tiv e  to  

enhance s e l f - e s te e m  f o r  an  a c t o r .  A number o f  s tu d ie s  have shown th a t



an in d iv id u a l  w i l l  ta k e  c r e d i t  f o r  a good outcom e more r e a d i ly  th a n  a  

bad outcom e (H arvey, H a r r is  & B a rn e s , i n  p r e s s ;  Jo hnson , Feigenbaum ,

& W ilby, 1964; L an g e r, 1975; L ugenbuhl & Crowe, 1975; Medow & Z an d er, 

1965; S t r e u f e r t  & S t r e u f e r t ,  1969; F i t c h ,  1970 ). W einer and K ukla 

(1970) and F r ie z e  and W einer (1971) found  t h a t  u n in v o lv e d  o b s e rv e r s  

a l s o  make s t r o n g e r  i n t e r n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  an a c t o r ’s  su c c e s s  th a n  

f o r  h i s  f a i l u r e .  W einer, F r ie z e ,  K ukla, Reed, R es t and  Rosenbaum 

(1972) e x p la in  an  a c t o r ' s  and  o b s e r v e r 's  ten d en cy  to  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  su c c e s s  and  s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  f a i l u r e ,  a s  a 

g e n e ra l  ten d en cy  common to  a l l  p e o p le .  I f  how ever, d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een 

a c t o r ' s  and o b s e r v e r 's  a t t r i b u t i o n  a r e  found to  r e s u l t ,  n o t s im p ly  on 

th e  b a s i s  o f  su c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  b u t  a l s o  on th e  b a s is  o f  how i t  r e f l e c t s  

on th e  o b s e r v e r 's  own a b i l i t i e s ,  th e  m o tiv e  to  enhance s e l f - e s te e m  

r a t h e r  th a n  t h i s  g e n e ra l  te n d e n c y  d e s c r ib e d  by W einer e t  a l .  would be 

a  more encom passing  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  an a c t o r ' s  i n t e r n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n  fo r  

su c c e s s  and  e x t e r n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n  f o r  f a i l u r e ,  e x p la in in g  a  b ro a d e r  

spec tru m  o f  e v e n t outcom es.

V a r ia b le s  R e la te d  to  A t t r i b u t io n s

I f  in d e ed  s e l f - e s te e m  m e d ia te s  th e  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  p r o c e s s ,  a  

s im p le  d iv e rg e n t  a t t r i b u t i o n  m odel m ust be  r e p la c e d  by one encom passing  

a  b ro a d e r  ran g e  o f  b e h a v io r .  A l l  i n d i v id u a l s ,  a c t o r s  and o b s e rv e r s  may 

r e ly  in  some way on th e  p e o p le  a ro u n d  them  to  m a in ta in  a f a v o ra b le  

s e l f - c o n c e p t .  By a p p r o p r ia te ly  s e l e c t i n g  o n e 's  a t t r i b u t i o n s  t h i s  s e l f ­

e s teem  enhancem ent may p ro c e e d  unham pered.

I t  i s  p ro p o sed  th a t  an  a t t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  be made, w hether s i t u ­

a t i o n a l  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n a l ,  n o t  j u s t  to  e x p la in  en v iro n m e n ta l e v e n ts ,  b u t
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p r im a r i l y  to  enhance o r  b o l s t e r  s e l f - e s te e m .  To t h i s  end , i t  i s  b e l ie v e d  

t h a t  th e  fo llo w in g  f a c t o r s  p la y  an  im p o rta n t r o l e  i n  d e te rm in in g  th e  k in d  

o f  a t t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  made: (1) s i m i l a r i t y  betw een th e  a c t o r  and

o b s e rv e r  in  te rm s o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  b e h a v io r ,  s k i l l  o r  a b i l i t y  b e in g  

a s s e s s e d ,  (2 ) v a le n c e  o f  ou tcom e, i . e . ,  w h e th e r th e  consequences  a r e  

p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e  an d , a s  Jo n es  and N is b e t t  s u g g e s t ,  (3) th e  p e r s ­

p e c t iv e  o f  th e  p e rso n  m aking th e  a t t r i b u t i o n ,  i . e . ,  w h e th e r he i s  th e  

a c to r  o r  th e  o b s e rv e r .

S im i la r i ty

I f  o b s e rv e r s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e y  ( th e  o b s e rv e rs )  and th e  p e rs o n s  

th e y  a r e  v iew ing  ( th e  a c t o r s ) ,  have th e  same c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  th e n  th e  

s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  o th e r  ( th e  a c to r )  w i l l  be a r e f l e c t i o n  on how 

th e y  ( th e  o b s e rv e r )  would p e rfo rm . Thus o b s e rv e rs  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  

a r e  l i k e l y  to  make a t t r i b u t i o n s  in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  s e l f - e s te e m  enhance­

m ent. The a c t o r ' s  m o tive  to  enhance s e l f - e s te e m  sh o u ld  be a c c e n tu a te d  

in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  a  p e rso n  who h as  s im i l a r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  s in c e  t h i s  

s i m i l a r i t y  makes th e  o b s e rv e r  an a p p r o p r ia te  ju d g e  o f  th e  a c t o r ' s  b e ­

h a v io r .

E ven t Outcome

As s t a t e d  b e fo re ,  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  s e l f  a t t r i b u t i o n s  w i l l  be  made 

by th e  a c to r  i f  th e  ev e n t outcom e i s  a p o s i t i v e  one. Under th e s e  c i r ­

cu m stan ces , an  in d iv id u a l  w i l l  acknow ledge w ith  p r id e  an ach ievem en t 

p r im ia r ly  h i s  own and w i l l  n o t  lo o k  to  th e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  an e x p la n a t io n .  

However, i f  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  a c t io n  i s  n e g a t iv e  i t  seems t h a t  an  i n ­

d iv id u a l  w i l l ,  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  n o t w ish  to  ta k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  

outcom e and w i l l  a s s ig n  to  i t  s i t u a t i o n a l  c a u se s  ( F e a th e r ,  1969;

K e lle y , 1967; L an g e r, 1975; W einer, F r ie z e ,  K ukla, R eed, R es t &
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Rosenbaum, 1971). In  t h i s  way an in d iv id u a l  m axim izes h i s  s e l f - e s te e m ,  

ta k in g  c r e d i t  when th in g s  go w e ll  w h ile  a s s ig n in g  blame e x t e r n a l l y  

when th e  r e s u l t s  a r e  n e g a t iv e .

One may u se  in fo rm a tio n  o b ta in e d  by v ie w in g  o th e rs  to  maximize 

h i s  own s e l f - e s te e m .  I f  you view  a n o th e r  p e rso n  who i s  l i k e  y o u r s e l f  

on v a r ia b le s  r e le v a n t  to  th e  s i t u a t i o n ( f o r  exam ple , has th e  same 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  in  an ach ievem ent s i t u a t io n )  and t h a t  p e rso n  

b ehaves in  a  n e g a t iv e  fa s h io n  o r  a  n e g a t iv e  outcome o c c u r s ,  i t  would 

seem l i k e ly  t h a t  you would a t t r i b u t e  th e  b e h a v io r  to  s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c ­

t o r s  s in c e  to  do o th e rw is e  m igh t d e c re a se  your own s e l f - e s te e m . I f  

how ever, th e  outcome o f  an a c t io n  by a  s im i la r  o th e r  p e rso n  was p o s i ­

t i v e  you would be l i k e l y  to  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  in  o rd e r  to  

b o l s t e r  y o u r s e l f - e s te e m .  On th e  o th e r  h and , i f  a n o th e r  p e rso n  i s  

d i f f e r e n t  from  you on r e le v a n t  d im en sio n s , w h e th e r an e v e n t outcome i s  

p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t '  your s e l f - e s te e m  and you w i l l  

p r im a r i ly  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s ,  r e s u l t i n g  p u re ly  from  th e  

in fo rm a tio n  and p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  an o b se rv e r  as  su g g e s te d  by  Jo n es  and 

N is b e t t .

H ypotheses

T hus, i t  i s  h y p o th e s iz e d  th a t  Cl) an a c t o r  w i l l  make a t t r i b u t i o n s  th a t  

a r e  more d i s p o s i t i o n a l : when th e re  i s  a  p o s i t i v e  e v e n t outcom e and more 

s i t u a t i o n a l  when th e r e  i s  a n e g a t iv e  ev en t outcom e, (2) an

o b se rv e r  who i s  s im i la r  to  th e  a c to r  w i l l  make a t t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t ’ a rh  more d isp o ­

s i t i o n a l  when th e r e  i s  a  p o s i t i v e  e v en t outcome and  more s i t u a t i o n a l

'  . when th e r e  i s  a  n e g a t iv e  e v en t oucome, (3) a t t r i b u t i o n s  made

by an o b se rv e r  who i s  d i s s im i la r  to  th e  acftor w i l l  n o t b e  a f f e c t e d  by
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by th e  e v e n t outcom e v a le n c e  and w i l l  te n d  to  be  more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  

w hether th e r e  i s  a  p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e  outcom e.



METHOD

Overview

S u b je c ts  se rv e d  a s  e i t h e r  a c to r s  o r o b s e rv e rs  in  a  s tu d y  th ey  

b e l ie v e d  to  b e 'c o n c e rn e d  w ith  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  and in te r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

Run in  p a i r s ,  th e y  w ere g iv e n  a  t e s t  o f  in t e l l i g e n c e  and r e c e iv e d  bogus 

feedback  le a d in g  them to  b e l ie v e  they  were s im i la r  to  o r  d i s s im i la r  from 

each o th e r  in  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  a b i l i t i e s  be in g  tapped  by th e  t e s t .  They 

were th e n  random ly a s s ig n e d  th e  r o le  o f  a c to r  o r  o b se rv e r  w ith  th e  

l a t t e r  o b se rv in g  a s im i la r  o r  d i s s im i la r  o th e r  e i t h e r  f a i l  o r  succeed  

on an anagram ta s k .  S u b je c ts  th e r e f o r e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  one o f fo u r  

e x p e r im e n ta l c o n d i t io n s :  S u c c e s s -S im ila r ,  S u c c e s s -D is s im ila r ,  F a i l u r e -

S im ila r ,  F a i lu r e - D i s s im i l a r .  M easures co n ce rn in g  a t t r i b u t i o n s  o f  

c a u s a l i ty  and s e l f - e s te e m  w ere o b ta in e d  from b o th  a c to r s  and o b s e rv e r s .

Thus, th e  s tu d y  u t i l i z e d  a th r e e  way f a c t o r i a l  d e s ig n , A c to r-O b se rv e r  x 

S im i la r - D is s im i la r  x S u c c e s s -F a i lu re .

S u b je c ts

One hundred  and e ig h ty  one m a le s , r e c r u i t e d  th ro u g h  new spaper -, 

a d v e r t is e m e n ts ,  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th e  s tu d y  and w ere p a id  $ 4 .0 0 . One 

hundred  and s i x t y  s u b je c t s  w ere run  in  p a i r s ,  20 p a i r s  i n  each  o f  th e  

fo u r  e x p e r im e n ta l c o n d i t io n s  (S u c c e s s -S im ila r ,  S u c c e s s -D is s im ila r ,  

F a i lu r e - S im i la r ,  F a i lu r e - D i s s im i l a r ) .  When one member o f  th e  

sch ed u led  p a i r  d id  n o t show up f o r  th e  ap p o in tm en t, th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  

was ru n  s in g ly  in  th e  a c to r  r o l e .  N in e teen  s u b je c t s  w ere ru n  s in g ly .

16
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B ecause o f  th e  sm a ll number o f  s u b je c t s  th e s e  d a ta  w ere n o t  a n a ly z e d .

Two s u b je c t s  w ere d is c a rd e d  due to  th e  a c t o r ' s  i n a b i l i t y  to  s o lv e  th e  

p rob lem s d u rin g  th e  su c c e s s  c o n d i t io n .

P ro c e d u re

Two e x p e r im e n te rs ,  one fem ale  and one m ale co n d u c ted  th e  s tu d y . 

The m ale e x p e r im e n te r  was b l in d  to  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  h y p o th e s i s .  Each 

e x p e r im e n te r  r a n  h a l f  o f  th e  s u b je c t s  i n  eac h  o f  th e  fo u r  e x p e r im e n ta l 

c o n d i t io n s .  Upon e n te r in g  th e  room, th e  s u b je c t s  w ere s e a te d .  The 

e x p e r im e n te r  s to o d  in  f r o n t  o f  a t a b l e  and fa c e d  th e  s u b j e c t s .  The 

e x p e r im e n te r  a d d re s s e d  b o th  s u b je c t s  by name. In  a l l  e x p e r im e n ta l 

s e s s io n s  th e  s tu d y  was e x p la in e d  as  one c o n c e rn in g  " th e  e f f e c t s  o f  

i n t e r f e r i n g  e n v iro n m e n ta l s t im u l i  on human fu n c t io n in g "  and "how

c e r t a i n  e n v iro n m e n ta l f a c t o r s  a f f e c t  o n e 's  p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e m se lv es  Gf  

o th e r  p e o p le  and o f  th e  e n v iro n m e n t."  S u b je c ts  w ere to l d  t h a t  th e  

e x p e r im e n te r  w ould "be  o b se rv in g  p e o p le  u n d e r c o n d i t io n s  o f  no i n t e r ­

f e r e n c e ,  s l i g h t  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  a  m o d e ra te  am ount o f  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o r  

ex trem e in t e r f e r e n c e .  You w i l l  be p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  one o f  th e se  fo u r  

c o n d i t io n s ."  S u b je c ts  w ere ask ed  to  ta k e  a  t e s t  m easu rin g  d i f f e r e n t  

ty p e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y .  They w ere t o l d  t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  w ould 

be  d is c u s s e d  b r i e f l y  b u t  t h a t  any f u r t h e r  q u e s t io n s  w ould be 

answ ered  a t  th e  end o f  th e  e x p e rim e n t.

S i m i l a r i t y - D i s s i m i l a r i t y

S u b je c ts  w ere ask ed  to  tu r n  t h e i r  c h a i r s  tow ard  a  d esk  u sed  f o r  

w r i t i n g  s u r f a c e  w ith  t h e i r  backs to  each  o th e r .  An i n t e l l i g e n c e  t e s t ,  

a  p a r t i a l  WRIT ( s e e  appen d ix  A ), c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f o u r  s u b - t e s t s  was 

a d m in is te re d .  The s u b je c t s  w ere g iv e n  one m in u te  to  work on each  su b -
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t e s t  o r  i f  un d er one m inu te , th e  tim e i t  took  fo r  th e  s u b je c t  who worked 

more q u ic k ly  to  com plete  a l l  b u t  one answ er. The s u b - t e s t  was te rm in ­

a te d  b e fo re  any s u b je c t  cou ld  com plete  i t  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  

o f  th e  su b se q u e n t s ta n d a rd iz e d  feed b a ck . W hile th e  t e s t s  w ere " sc o re d "  

th e  s u b je c t s  w ere g iv en  a  b r i e f  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  t e s t  and th e  way in  

w hich th e y  w ould r e c e iv e  feed b a ck . The handou t in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  t e s t  

m easured " fo u r  d i s t i n c t i v e  ty p e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y :  re a so n in g

a b i l i t y  ( c o g n i t iv e  s k i l l s ) , s p a t i a l  a n a ly s i s  ( s y n th e s iz in g  s p a t i a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ) . c o n c e p tu a l a b i l i t y  (c a te g o ry  a s s o c i a t i o n ) , and p e r c e p tu a l-  

a n a ly t i c  s k i l l s . "  A f te r  th e  t e s t s  w ere " sc o re d "  th e  s u b je c ts  w ere to ld  

th a t :

The WRIT has been  s ta n d a rd iz e d  to  v a r io u s  p o p u la tio n  g ro u p s .
Your s c o re s  w i l l  be g iv e n  as a p e rc e n ta g e  f o r  each  o f  th e  fo u r  
a r e a s .  The p e rc e n ta g e  com pares you to  one o f  th e s e  s ta n d a rd ­
iz e d  g ro u p s . F or exam ple, i f  you r s c o re  i s  25% you have 
perfo rm ed  b e t t e r  th an  25% o f th e  p o p u la tio n ;  i f  y o u r s c o re  i s  
50% you have perfo rm ed  b e t t e r  th a n  h a l f  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n ;  and 
a t  th e  75% le v e l  you have perfo rm ed  b e t t e r  th a n  75% o f th e  
p o p u la t io n .

The s u b je c t s  w ere to ld  t h a t  th e  com parison  group was e q u a l to  th e  educa­

t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  th e  s u b je c t  (o f  each p a r t i c u l a r  p a i r )  w ith  th e  g r e a te r  

number o f  y e a rs  in  s c h o o l.  For exam ple, i f  one s u b je c t  was a c o l le g e  

g ra d u a te  and th e  o th e r  had  one y e a r  o f  u n d e rg ra d u a te  e d u c a tio n , th e y  

w ere to ld  t h a t  t h e i r  " s c o re s "  w ere compared to  c o l le g e  g ra d u a te s .  In  

a d d i t io n ,  th e y  w ere shown g raphs o f  t h e i r  " s c o re s "  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e i r  

s i m i l a r i t y  o r  d i s s i m i l a r i t y .  In  b o th  c o n d i t io n s ,  s im i la r  and d is s im ­

i l a r ,  th e  s u b je c t s  were to ld  t h a t  i t  was v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  th a t  two 

s u b je c t s  d id  so s im i la r l y  (o r  so d i f f e r e n t l y )  051 t h e i r  " p a t t e r n  o f  a b i l ­

i t i e s . "  To f u r th e r  em phasize th e  s i m i l a r i t y  th e y  w ere shown each  

o t h e r 's  g rap h , w hich showed e i t h e r  a s im i la r  o r  d i s t i n c t  p r o f i l e .  S u b je c ts  

w ere g iv e n  o n ly  a  few seconds to  lo o k  a t  th e  g ra p h s . D uring  t h i s  s h o r t  p e r io d  

t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  was drawnr e x c lu s iv e ly  to  t h e i r  s i m i l a r i t y  o r  d i s s i m i l a r i t y .
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A c to r -O b s e rv e r /S u c c e s s -F a ilu re

The r o le  o f  th e  s u b je c t s  ( a c to r  o r  o b s e rv e r )  was d e te rm in e d  by 

l o t s ,  each  s u b je c t  ch o o sin g  a s l i p  o f  p a p e r m arked e i t h e r  ta s k  ta k e r  o r  

o b s e rv e r .  The o b s e rv e r  was i n s t r u c t e d  to  w atch  w hat o c c u rre d  d u r in g  th e  

n e x t few m in u te s  and to  th in k  ab o u t th e  v a r i a b l e s  a f f e c t i n g  th e  t a s k  

t a k e r 's  p e rfo rm a n c e . I t  was p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  p erfo rm an ce  co u ld  be 

due to  many f a c t o r s ,  in c lu d in g  a b i l i t y ,  th e  en v iro n m en t, and th e  n a tu re  

o f  th e  ta s k .  The o b s e rv e r  was a l s o  asked  to  re c o rd  th e  number o f  

c o r r e c t  and i n c o r r e c t  re sp o n se s  so t h a t  th e  e x p e r im e n te r  w ould be f r e e  to  

a d m in is te r  th e  ta s k .  The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  p ro c e d u re  was to  in s u r e  t h a t

th e  number o f  c o r r e c t  re sp o n se s  w ould be s a l i e n t  to  th e  o b s e rv e r .  The

o b s e rv e r  was s e a te d  in  a  p o s i t i o n  g iv in g  him  a  c l e a r  v iew  o f  th e  ta s k  

ta k e r ,  th e  ta s k  and  th e  e x p e r im e n te r .  The a c to r  was s e a te d  a t  th e  narrow  

end o f  th e  t a b l e ;  th e  o b s e rv e r  was s e a te d  a p p ro x im a te ly  th r e e  f e e t  from

th e  t a b l e  and d ia g o n a l ly  to  th e  l e f t  o f  th e  a c t o r .  The ta s k  c o n s is te d

o f 10 anagram s w hich w ere each  to  be  so lv e d  in  20 se c o n d s . H a lf  o f  th e  

a c to r  s u b je c t s  w ere random ly a s s ig n e d  to  th e  s u c c e s s  c o n d i t io n  w h ile  th e  

o th e r  h a l f  w ere p la c e d  in  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n .  The s u b je c t s  i n  th e  

su c c e s s  c o n d i t io n  w ere p re s e n te d  w ith  e i g h t  anagram s s im p le  enough f o r  

m ost s u b je c t s  to  g e t  sev en  o r  e ig h t  c o r r e c t ,  and two anagram s w hich  w ere 

in s o lu b le .  I n  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n  s u b je c t s  w ere p r e s e n te d  w ith  th r e e  

easy  anagram s and seven  in s o lu b le  o n e s . F iv e  in s o lu b le  and f i v e  easy  

anagram s p r e v io u s ly  u sed  by F e a th e r  (1966) w ere em ployed. The a d d i­

t i o n a l  f i v e  anagram s em ployed w ere p r e t e s t e d  f o r  t h e i r  s im p l i c i ty  o r  

i n s o l u b i l i t y .  D uring  th e  ta s k  p e rfo rm an ce  an " i n t e r f e r i n g "  n o is e  was 

in t ro d u c e d .  I t  c o n s is te d  o f  low  l e v e l  s t a t i c  ra n g in g  from  55 to  70 

d e c ib e l s ,  a volum e w hich a lth o u g h  obv ious was n o t  i n t r u s i v e .  The n o is e



20

was h e ld  c o n s ta n t  f o r  a l l  c o n d i t io n s .

B e h a v io ra l D ependent M easures

Im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e  co m p le tio n  o f  10 t r i a l s  on th e  anagram

ta s k  th e  e x p e r im e n te r  ask ed  th e  o b s e rv e r  to  p u l l  h i s  c h a i r  up to  th e

t a b l e .  The d is ta n c e  betw een th e  o b s e r v e r 's  c h a i r  and th e  a c t o r ' s  was

n o te d  u s in g  an  in c o n s p ic u o u s ly  marked ta p e  a s  a guage. T h is  b e h a v io ra l

m easure o f  th e  o b s e r v e r 's  e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  a c to r  has been  em ployed in

p re v io u s  r e s e a r c h  (D orsey & M use ls , 1969; L anger & R o th , 1975

; R o s e n fe ld , 1969; W eitz , 1975). The o b s e rv e r  s u b je c t

was th e n  ask ed  to  s t a t e  th e  number o f  s u c c e s s f u l  and u n s u c c e s s fu l  t r i a l s

in  o rd e r  to  m axim ize th e  s a l i e n c e  o f  th e  outcom e m a n ip u la t io n .

The fo llo w in g  m easure was a l s o  u sed  to  d e te rm in e  th e  o b s e r v e r 's

e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  a c t o r .  The o b s e rv e r  was i n s t r u c t e d  to :

choose a second  t a s k  f o r  th e  t a s k  t a k e r  to  p e rfo rm , one w hich i s  
d i f f i c u l t  enough to  p r e s e n t  a  c h a l le n g e  to  h i s  a b i l i t i e s ,  y e t  one 
w hich  he can do. As an  in c e n t iv e  to  choose  a t a s k  d i f f i c u l t  
enough f o r  th e  t a s k  t a k e r ,  each  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  w i l l  be p a i r e d  
w ith  a d i f f e r e n t  m onetary  v a lu e .  So i f  you choose  l e v e l  on e , th e  
e a s i e s t  t a s k ,  and th e  t a s k  ta k e r  g e ts  fo u r  o u t  o f  f iv e  p rob lem s 
c o r r e c t  you w i l l  each  r e c e iv e  $ 1 .0 0 . At l e v e l  two you w i l l  each  
r e c e iv e  $2 .00  i f  th e  t a s k  ta k e r  g e ts  4 o u t o f  5 c o r r e c t ,  and up to  
l e v e l  t e n ,  a t  w hich you c o u ld  each  r e c e iv e  $10 .00  i f  he g e t s  4 o u t 
o f  5 c o r r e c t .

The o b s e rv e r  was shown a  sam ple o f  th e  ty p e  o f  p rob lem  th e  a c t o r  would 

be a sk ed  to  s o lv e  (a  b lo c k  d e s ig n  t a s k ) . He was to l d  th e r e  w ould be no 

in t e r f e r e n c e  d u rin g  th e  second  s e t  o f  p ro b lem s. He was ask ed  to  make 

th e  s e l e c t i o n  on a  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r  ch ec k in g  o f f  one o f  th e  l e v e l s ,  from  

one to  t e n ,  w ith o u t c o n s u l t in g  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t .
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Q u e s tio n n a ire  M easures

B oth  s u b je c t s  w ere asked  to  f i l l  o u t a  q u e s t io n n a i r e  ab o u t th e  

a c t o r ' s  p e rfo rm an ce  on th e  anagram ta s k  b e fo re  moving on to  th e  second 

ta s k .  The q u e s t io n n a i r e  had th e  s u b je c t s  a t t r i b u t e  t a s k  p erfo rm an ce  

to  a b i l i t y ,  e f f o r t ,  t a s k  d i f f i c u l t y  and lu c k .  The s u b je c t s  w ere ask ed  

to  re a d  a l l  fo u r  q u e s t io n s  b e fo re  r a t i n g  th e  e f f e c t  o f  each  o f  th e s e  

f a c t o r s  on a  s ix  p o in t  s c a l e ,  ra n g in g  from  one (no e f f e c t  a t  a l l )  to  

s ix  (a  g r e a t  d e a l o f  e f f e c t ) .  The s u b je c t s  w ere a l s o  a sk ed  w h e th e r th e  

p e rfo rm a n ce  was due to  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  o r  s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s .  The te rm  

d i s p o s i t i o n a l  was e x p la in e d  a s  a n y th in g  w ith in  th e  p e r s o n , in c lu d in g  h i s  

a b i l i t y  on th e  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  o f  t e s t  o r  h i s  s t a t e  o f  n e rv o u sn e s s .

The te rm  s i t u a t i o n a l  was e x p la in e d  a s  a n y th in g  o u ts id e  th e  p e rso n  such  

a s  how d i f f i c u l t  th e  t a s k  was o r  th e  tim e  p r e s s u r e  p la c e d  on th e  ta s k  

t a k e r .  The s u b je c t s  a g a in  answ ered  u s in g  a s i x  p o in t  s c a l e ,  one b e in g  

t o t a l l y  d i s p o s i t i o n a l ,  s ix  b e in g  t o t a l l y  s i t u a t i o n a l .  S u b je c ts  a l s o  

f i l l e d  o u t an  e v a lu a t io n  q u e s t io n n a ir e  f o r  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  (a s  a 

m easure  o f  a t t r a c t i o n )  and f o r  th e m se lv es  (a s  a  m easure  o f  s e l f - e s te e m ) .  

I t  c o n s i s te d  o f  14 b i - p o l a r  a d j e c t iv e s  as  w e ll  a s  a  r a t i n g  f o r  how 

s im i l a r  o r  d i s s i m i l a r  th e y  w ere to  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  ( c f .  G e l l e r ,  

G o o d ste in , S i lv e r  & S te rn b e rg , 1974).

A d d it io n a l  B e h a v io ra l D ependent M easure

S u b je c ts  w ere  th e n  to l d  t h a t  th e r e  w ould n o t be enough t tim e 

to  co m p le te  th e  second  h a l f  o f  th e  s tu d y  s in c e  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  had  ta k en  

lo n g e r  th a n  e x p e c te d . Then th e y  w ere a sk ed  to  s ig n  up f o r  a second  

s e s s io n  ch o o s in g  w h e th e r to  p a r t i c i p a t e  w ith  th e  same o r  a d i f f e r e n t  

p a r tn e r .  They d id  so by ad d in g  t h e i r  name to  a l i s t  o f  names headed



same o r  d i f f e r e n t .  T h is  was u sed  a s  a m easure  o f  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  a t t r a c ­

t i o n .  The ex p erim en t was th e n  te rm in a te d . Both s u b je c t s  w ere p a id  

and th o ro u g h ly  d e b r ie f e d .



RESULTS

E x p erim en te r Com parison

A fo u r  way a n a ly s i s  o f  v a r ia n c e  on a l l  d ependen t m easures r e ­

v e a le d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  main e f f e c t s  f o r  E x p erim en te r 1 vs E x p erim en te r 

2* Of th e  p o s s ib le  104 i n t e r a c t i o n s  in v o lv in g  th e  e x p e r im e n te rs  o n ly  

one was found to  be s i g n i f i c a n t  ( S im i la r i ty  x E x p e rim e n te r , p < .0 2 ,  

f o r  th e  g e n e ra l  m easure o f  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  v s .  s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s )  and 

t h i s  was b e l ie v e d  to  have o c c u rre d  by ch an c e . T h e re fo re  th e  d a ta  w ere 

p o o le d  f o r  th e  rem a in in g  a n a ly s e s .

M a n ip u la tio n  Check

Both a c to r s  and o b s e rv e rs  r e p o r te d  a c to r s  i n  th e  su c c e ss  c o n d i t io n  

a s  h av in g  perfo rm ed  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t t e r  th a n  d id  a c to r s  in  th e  f a i l u r e  

c o n d i t io n  (F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 1 5 4 .3 2 , p < .0 0 1 ) .  I t  was a l s o  th e  c a s e  t h a t  sub ­

j e c t s  i n  th e  s im i la r  group saw th e m se lv e s  a s  b e in g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more 

s im i la r  to  each  o th e r  th a n  s u b je c t s  in  th e  d i s s i m i l a r  group (F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 

3 4 .2 3 , p < .0 0 1 ) .

A t t r i b u t io n s  and P erfo rm ance  Outcome

The a t t r i b u t i o n s  s u b je c t s  ( a c to r s  and o b s e rv e r s )  made w ere s ig ­

n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  by th e  a c t o r s '  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e .  As shown in  

T ab le  1 , on th e  s ix  p o in t  s c a le  m e asu rin g  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  v s .  s i t u a t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  a  m ain e f f e c t  was found f o r  p e rfo rm an ce  outcom e. S u b je c ts  

made more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  su c c e s s  and more s i t u a t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  f a i l u r e  (F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 1 7 .3 9 , p < .0 0 1 ) .  In  a d d i t io n ,

23
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T ab le  1 p r e s e n ts  d a ta  d e s c r ib in g  s t a b l e  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  f a c t o r s ,  a b i l i t y  

and t a s k  d i f f i c u l t y .  These a t t r i b u t i o n s  w ere a l s o  d e te rm in ed  by p erfo rm ­

ance outcom e. S u b je c ts  i n  th e  su c c e s s  c o n d it io n  made s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more 

ex trem e a b i l i t y  a t t r i b u t i o n s  th a n  s u b je c t s  in  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n  (F 

C l,1 5 2 )= 3 8 .88, p ^  .001) w h ile  s u b je c t s  in  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i tio n  made 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more ex trem e a t t r i b u t i o n s  to  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  th a n  th e  

s u b je c t s  i n  th e  su c c e ss  c o n d i t io n  (F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 3 3 .0 4 , p - c  .0 0 1 ) .  A 

c o r r e l a t i o n  m a tr ix  p roduced  no s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  among th e  f iv e  

a t t r i b u t i o n a l  s c a le s  ( d i s p o s i t i o n a l - s i t u a t i o n a l ,  a b i l i t y ,  t a s k  d i f f i c u l t y ,  

e f f o r t ,  and lu c k ) .

A t t r i b u t io n s  o f  A cto rs

As p r e d ic te d ,  th e  a t t r i b u t i o n s  made by th e  a c to r s  w ere l a r g e ly  

d e te rm in e d  by t h e i r  p erfo rm ance  on th e  anagram  ta s k .  The means 

p re s e n te d  in  T ab le  l a  show t h a t  th e  a c to r s  made more d i s p o s t io n a l  a t t r i ­

b u t io n s  when th e y  succeeded  ( th e  mean f o r  th e  s im i la r  a c to r s  eq u a led  

3 .0 5  and f o r  th e  d i s s im i la r  a c t o r s ,  2 .6 0 ) th a n  when th e y  f a i l e d  ( th e  mean 

f o r  th e  s im i la r  a c to r s  eq u a le d  3 .8 5  and f o r  th e  d i s s im i la r  a c t o r s ,  3 .5 0 ) .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  means was g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  L e a s t S ig n i f i c a n t  

D if fe re n c e  o f .756 ( F is h e r ,  1949, 5 6 -5 8 ) . T ab le  lb  and c p r e s e n t  mean 

s t a b l e  a t t r i b u t i o n s  o f a b i l i t y  and ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y .  A cto rs  made s i g n i f i ­

c a n t ly  more ex trem e a b i l i t y  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th e y  succeeded  th a n  when 

th e y  f a i l e d  (w ith  th e  mean d i f f e r e n c e  l a r g e r  th a n  th e  L e a s t S ig n i f i c a n t  

D if fe re n c e  needed  o f 1 .1 0 ) and a c to r s  made s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more ex trem e 

t a s k  d i f f i c u l t y  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th e y  f a i l e d  th a n  when th e y  succeeded  

(w ith  th e  mean d i f f e r e n c e  l a r g e r  th a n  th e  L e a s t S ig n i f i c a n t  D if fe re n c e

n eeded  o f  .7 4 5 ).

Thus, i n  te rm s o f  o v e r a l l  and s t a b l e  a t t r i b u t i o n s  a c to r s  made 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  ( a b i l i t y )  when th e y
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su cceed ed  and s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  ( t a s k  d i f f i c u l t y )  when th e y  

f a i l e d .  However, f o r  th e  u n s ta b le  a t t r i b u t i o n s  o f e f f o r t  and lu c k ,  th e  

p a t t e r n  i s  n o t  a s  c l e a r .  As shown in  T ab le  2, lu c k  was r a r e l y  u sed  as 

an e x p la n a tio n  f o r  th e  e v e n t outcome (X = 2 .1 7 ) .  The p r e d ic t io n  th a t  

th e  a c to r s  would a t t r i b u t e  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to  lu c k , a s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r ,  

was n o t s u p p o rte d ; no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was found betw een su c c e ss  

and  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n s .

When s u b je c t s  w ere asked  to  ju d g e  how much e f f o r t  was in v o lv e d  in  

th e  a c t o r s '  perfo rm ances a  com plex p i c tu r e  a ls o  em erged. The d a ta  in  

T ab le  2 show a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  f o r  P erfo rm ance Outcome x 

S im i la r i ty  * R ole (F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 1 2 .5 9 8 , p < .0 0 1 ) .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ­

ence was found in  th e  amount o f  e f f o r t  r e p o r te d  by a c to r s  in  th e  s im i la r  

c o n d i t io n  w h eth er th e y  had  succeeded  o r  f a i l e d .  However, th e  a c to r s  in  

th e  d i s s im i l a r  c o n d i t io n  r e p o r te d  t h a t  more e f f o r t  was in v o lv e d  when th ey  

h ad  f a i l e d  (X = 5 .2 0 ) th a n  when th e y  su cceed ed  (X = 3 .8 0 ) .  H ere , th e  

d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  means was g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  mean d if f e r e n c e  o f  

1 .124  o b ta in e d  from  th e  t e s t  f o r  L e a s t S ig n i f i c a n t  D if f e re n c e .  T h is 

f in d in g  i s  c o u n te r  to  th e  e x p e c ta t io n  th a t  a c to r s  would make th e  d is p o s ­

i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  e f f o r t  a f t e r  su c c e s s  b u t n o t  a f t e r  f a i l u r e .

A t t r i b u t io n s  o f  S im ila r  O bse rvers

As p r e d ic te d ,  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  made more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u ­

t io n s  fo llo w in g  su c c e ss  and more s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  fo llo w in g  

f a i l u r e .  These d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere more ex trem e th a n  f o r  th e  a c to r s  w ith  

d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een th e  means g r e a t e r  th a n  T u k ey 's  t e s t  f o r  L e a s t S ig n i f ­

i c a n t  D if f e r e n c e .  P re s e n te d  in  T ab le  1 , a r e  th e  means f o r  th e  o v e r a l l  

s c o re  f o r  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  and s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  and f o r  s t a b l e
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a t t r i b u t i o n s  o f  a b i l i t y  and ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y -  S im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  made 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  and a t t r i b u t i o n s  to  a b i l i t y  

when th e  a c to r s  succeeded  and s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  and a t t r i b u t i o n s  

to  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  when th e  a c to r s  f a i l e d .  The mean d i f f e r e n c e  on th e  

d i s p o s i t i o n a l - s i t u a t i o n a l  m easure was g r e a t e r  th a n  1 .3 8  th e  minimum d i f ­

f e re n c e  needed w ith  T ukey 's  t e s t  f o r  L e a s t S ig n i f i c a n t  D if fe re n c e .

S im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  made s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more ex trem e a b i l i t y  a t t r i b u t i o n s  

a f t e r  th e  a c t o r s ’ su c c e s s  th a n  a f t e r  f a i l u r e  (mean d i f f e r e n c e  g r e a t e r  

th a n  1 .5 6 ) and s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more ex trem e a t t r i b u t i o n s  to  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  

a f t e r  th e  a c t o r s '  f a i l u r e  th an  a f t e r  su c c e ss  (mean d if f e r e n c e  g r e a te r  

th a n  1 .1 6 ) .

T ab le  2 , p r e s e n t in g  th e  mean u n s ta b le  a t t r i b u t i o n s  o f e f f o r t  and 

lu c k , shows t h a t  th e  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  a c t o r s '  f a i l u r e  

was more s i g n i f i c a n t l y  due to  lu c k  th a n  was t h e i r  s u c c e s s .  T h is d i f f e r ­

ence was g r e a t e r  th a n  1 .3 2 , th e  mean needed  to  d em o n stra te  s ig n i f i c a n c e  

w ith  T u k ey 's  t e s t  f o r  L e a s t S ig n i f i c a n t  D if f e re n c e .  L ike  th e  f in d in g  

f o r  th e  s im i la r  a c t o r s ,  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  a c t o r s ’ 

e f f o r t  on th e  anagram  ta s k  was h ig h  w h eth er th ey  had f a i l e d  (X = 5 .0 5 ) 

o r  su cceeded  (X = 5 .0 5 ) .  Thus, s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e y  

b e l ie v e d  th e  a c t o r s '  su c c e s s  to  be d i s p o s i t i o n a l ,  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  

a c t o r s '  a b i l i t y ,  and th e  a c t o r s '  f a i l u r e  to  be s i t u a t i o n a l ,  a  r e s u l t  o f 

th e  a c t o r s '  bad lu c k  and th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  th e  ta s k .  The a c to r  was 

alw ays p e rc e iv e d  by th e  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  a s  h av in g  t r i e d  to  do w e l l ,  

i . e .  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  e f f o r t .

A t t r i b u t io n s  o f  D is s im ila r  O b se rv ers

Of a l l  e x p e r im e n ta l g ro u p s , th e  d i s s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  s to o d  o u t  as



b e in g  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t .  As p r e d ic te d ,  a t t r i b u t i o n s  w ere n o t  made on 

th e  b a s is  o f  th e  a c t o r s '  su c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e .  As shown i n  T ab les  1 and 

2, no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere found betw een th e  su c c e ss  and f a i l u r e  

c o n d it io n s  f o r  th e  o v e r a l l  d i s p o s i t i o n a l - s i t u a t i o n a l  m easure n o r  f o r  th e  

m easures o f a b i l i t y ,  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  and lu c k .  A gain o n ly  a t t r i b u t i o n s  

to  th e  e f f o r t  l e v e l  o f  th e  a c to r  w ere c o n tra ry  to  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l hypo­

t h e s i s .  D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  r a te d  th e  a c t o r s '  e f f o r t  l e v e l  s i g n i f ­

i c a n t ly  h ig h e r  a f t e r  su c c e ss  (X = 4 .9 0 ) th a n  a f t e r  f a i l u r e  (X = 3 .9 0 ) .

I t  was a ls o  h y p o th e s iz e d  th a t  th e  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  would tend  

to  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  w h eth er th e  p erfo rm an ce  outcome had 

been  p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e .  In  g e n e ra l ,  t h i s  was t r u e .  When compared 

w ith  th e  s im i la r  o b s e rv e r s ,  d i s s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  made c o n s i s t e n t ly  more 

d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  R e fe r r in g  a g a in  to  T ab le  1 , i t  can  be seen  

th a t  a l l  s u b je c t s  made more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th e  a c to r s  

su cceed ed . In  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d it io n  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  w ere more 

l i k e l y  to  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  (X = 3 .6 0 ) th a n  w ere s im i la r  

o b se rv e rs  (X = 4 .3 5 ) .  T here was a  tendency  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  on th e  

a b i l i t y  m easure w ith  d i s s im i l a r  o b se rv e rs  making s l i g h t l y  more a t t r i b u ­

t io n s  to  th e  a c t o r s '  a b i l i t y  (X = 3 .70 ) th a n  d id  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  

(X = 3 .2 5 ) .  D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  a ls o  w ere l e s s  l i k e l y  to  a t t r i b u t e  th e  

a c t o r s ' f a i l u r e  on th e  anagram  ta s k  to  th e  s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  o f th e  ta s k  

d i f f i c u l t y  (X = 4 .0 5 ) and lu c k  (X = 2 .15 ) th a n  w ere s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  

( ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y ,  X = 4 .8 5 , lu c k ,  X = 3 .3 5 ) .  However, d i s s im i la r  

o b se rv e rs  d id  n o t  alw ays r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  a c to r  t r i e d  h a r d e r  (made more 

e f f o r t )  as  th ey  would have had th e y  c o n s i s t e n t ly  made d i s p o s i t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s .
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P erfo rm an ce  E v a lu a tio n , and P r e d ic t io n s

As p r e v io u s ly  s t a t e d , s u b j e c t s  i n  th e  s u c c e s s  c o n d i t io n  saw th e  

p e rfo rm a n ce  o f  th e  a c to r  as  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t t e r  th a n  d id  s u b je c t s  in  

th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n  (p < .0 0 1 ) .  A f i r s t  o rd e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  S im il­

a r i t y  x R o le  was a l s o  fo u n d . S im ila r  a c to r s  r e p o r te d  t h e i r  p e rfo rm a n ce , 

w h e th er o r  n o t  th e y  had su ccee d ed , a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  w orse  th a n  d id  any 

o th e r  group  (p < .0 2 ) .  When ask ed  how an a v e ra g e  p e rs o n  w ould have 

done on th e  anagram  t a s k ,  s u c c e s s f u l  s u b je c t s  a s  opposed  to  u n s u c c e s s fu l  

s u b je c t s  ( F ( l ,1 5 2  = 3 2 .8 6 , p < .001) and d i s s i m i l a r  s u b je c t s  as  opposed 

to  s im i l a r  s u b je c t s  (F (1 ,1 5 2 ) = 8 .6 4 , p < .01 ) s a id  t h a t  an  av e ra g e  

p e rso n  w ould do w e ll  on th e  t a s k .  T h is  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  when th e  

a c to r  f a i l e d ,  in  w hich  c a se  d i s s im i l a r  a c to r s  th o u g h t an a v e ra g e  p e rso n  

w ould do b e t t e r  th a n  d id  any o th e r  group (P erfo rm an ce  Outcome x S im i la r ­

i t y  x R o le , F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 8 .6 4 , p < .01)* A ll  s u b je c t s  u se d  th e  a c t o r s '  

f i r s t  p e rfo rm a n ce  as a  b a s i s  f o r  p r e d ic t io n s  o f  a se c o n d . R e a l i s t i c ­

a l l y ,  a l l  s u b je c t s  p r e d ic te d  t h a t  a c to r s  who had  su c c e e d e d  would do 

b e t t e r  on a  se c o n d , e q u a l ly  d i f f i c u l t  ta s k  th a n  w ould a c to r s  who had 

f a i l e d  (F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 1 3 6 .2 2 , p < .0 0 1 ) .  A second  o rd e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  

r e s u l t e d  from  th e  d i s s im i l a r  a c to r s  who had  f a i l e d  p r e d i c t i n g  t h a t  th e y  

w ould do b e t t e r  on a  second  ta s k  th a n  d id  any o th e r  f a i l u r e  group 

(P erfo rm an ce  Outcome x S im i la r i ty  x R o le , F ( 1 ,1 5 2 ) = 3 .7 0 , p < .0 5 ) .  

(T ab le  3)

When o b s e rv e rs  w ere ask ed  to  p r e d i c t  how th e y  w ould  do on an 

e q u a l ly  d i f f i c u l t  ta s k ,  o b s e rv e rs  who had  v iew ed  a c t o r s  su ccee d  th o u g h t 

t h a t  th ey  w ould do b e t t e r  th a n  d id  o b s e rv e rs  who had  v iew ed  a c to r s  f a i l  

( F ( l ,7 6 )  = 4 8 .7 6 , p < .001) D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  a l s o  th o u g h t t h a t  

th e y  w ould do b e t t e r  th a n  d id  s im i l a r  o b s e rv e r s  ( F ( l ,7 6 )  = 3 .9 8 ,
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p <  .0 5 ) .  However, as shown by th e  P erform ance Outcome x  S im i la r i ty  

i n t e r a c t i o n  ( F ( l ,7 6 )  = 3 .0 5 , p - ^ .0 8 ) ,  th e r e  was a  t r e n d  tow ard d i s ­

s im i la r  s u b je c t s  o b se rv in g  f a i l u r e  s t a t i n g  th a t  th e y  w ould do b e t t e r  

th an  d id  s im i la r  s u b je c t s  o b se rv in g  f a i l u r e .

S e lf  and O ther E v a lu a tio n s

The e v a lu a t io n  s c a le  was com prised  o f  14 b i - p o l a r  a d j e c t iv e s  w ith  

a s c o re  o f 1 i n d i c a t in g  a  p o o r e v a lu a t io n  and 7 a  good e v a lu a t io n .  

S u b je c ts  r a te d  th em selves s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t t e r  on th e  e v a lu a t io n  s c a le  

when in  th e  su c c e s s  r a th e r  th a n  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n  (F (1 .1 5 2 ) = 6 .3 9 , 

p <  .0 2 ) .  However, t h i s  e f f e c t  was s tro n g  on ly  f o r  th e  a c to r s  

(P erform ance Outcome x  R o le , F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 5 .5 2 2 , p < .0 2 ) .  I f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  

a c to r s  r a te d  th em se lv es  h ig h ly ,  X = 7 7 .5 2 5 , and i f  u n s u c c e s s fu l ,  th e y  

d id  n o t ,  X = 6 7 .9 5 . The o b s e rv e r s ,  w h e th e r v iew in g  th e  a c to r  su cceed  

(X = 74 .95 ) o r  f a i l  (X = 74 .60) and w h eth er s im i la r  (X = 74 .80) o r 

d i s s im i la r  (X = 74.60) d id  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r  t h e i r  r e p o r te d  s e l f -  

e v a lu a t io n .  However, on a m easure o f g e n e ra l  c o n fid e n c e  s im i la r  

o b se rv e rs  w ere s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c te d  by th e  a c t o r s '  su c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e ,  

w h ile  d i s s im i l a r  o b se rv e rs  w ere n o t .  S im ila r  su c c e s s  o b s e rv e rs  w ere 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more c o n f id e n t ,  X = 4 .6 5 , th a n  w ere s im i la r  f a i l u r e  

o b s e rv e r s ,  X = 3 .9 0 , w ith  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  two means g r e a t e r  

th a n  th e  L e a s t S ig n i f i c a n t  D if fe re n c e  needed  o f  .6 9 2 .

When th e  14 a d je c t iv e s  w ere an a ly z e d  in d i v id u a l ly ,  s u b je c t s  in  

th e  su c c e s s  c o n d i t io n  saw th em se lv es  as  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more u n s e l f i s h  

(p « c .0 1 ) ,  warm (p 0 1 ) ,  c o n s id e ra te  (p c .0 5 ) ,  and f r i e n d ly  (p <  .0 5 ) .

A f i r f e t  o rd e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  (P erfo rm ance Outcome x  R ole) was found f o r
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th e  a d j e c t iv e s  t r u s tw o r th y ,  g e n u in e , a c c e p t in g  s y m p a th e tic , and concerned  

w ith  o th e r s .  A c to rs  who had f a i l e d  c o n s id e re d  th em se lv es  more u n t r u s t ­

w orthy  Cp <  .0 1 ) ,  d e c e i t f u l  (p < . 0 5 ) ,  r e j e c t i n g  (p < . 0 1 ) ,  u n sy m p a th e tic  

(p C  .05 ) and s e l f - c e n t e r e d  (p <  .0 2 ) .  A*second o rd e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  was 

found  f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  th e  t r a i t  on w hich th e  s u b je c t s  a c t u a l l y  had  

been  compared (F = 5 .0 7 ) ,  p < . 0 2 ) .  D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  in  th e  f a i l u r e  

c o n d i t io n  d e s c r ib e d  th em se lv es  a s  b e in g  th e  m ost i n t e l l i g n e t  (X = 6 .2 5 ) 

w h ile  d i s s im i la r  a c to r s  who f a i l e d  d e s c r ib e d  th em se lv es  a s  th e  l e a s t  

i n t e l l i g e n t  (X = 5 .0 5 ) . A ll  o th e r  s u b je c t s  d e s c r ib e d  them se lv es  as  

b e in g  betw een th e s e  two ex trem e p o in t s .  A lthough  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere found on th e s e  a d j e c t iv e s  i t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  th a t  

th e  means w ere a l l  in  th e  p o s i t i v e  end  o f th e  s c a le ;  n o t  one mean f e l l  

below  th e  m id p o in t o f  3 .5 .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere found f o r  

th e  a d j e c t iv e s  c o o p e ra t iv e ,  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  m o d est, and l i k e a b le .

S im ila r  s u b je c t s  r a te d  th e  o th e r  p a i r e d  s u b je c t  more p o s i t i v e ly  

d u r in g  th e  su c c e ss  c o n d i t io n ,  X = 7 4 .7 0 , th a n  d u r in g  th e  f a i l u r e  co n d i­

t i o n ,  X = 6 6 .5 0 . On th e  o th e r  h an d , d i s s i m i l a r  s u b je c t s  r a te d  th e  o th e r  

p a i r e d  s u b je c t  more p o s i t i v e ly  d u rin g  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n ,  X = 7 1 .2 8 . 

th a n  d u r in g  th e  su c c e s s  c o n d i t io n ,  X = 6 5 .3 8  (P erfo rm ance Outcome x 

S im i l a r i t y ,  F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 1 1 .6 0 , p -s: .0 0 1 ) .  (T ab le  4)

When looked  a t  i n d iv id u a l ly  o n ly  th e  a d je c t iv e s  t ru s tw o r th y ,  

gen u in e  and i n t e l l i g e n t  showed s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s .  S im ila r  

s u b je c t s  saw th e  o th e r  p e rso n  a s  more tru s tw o r th y  (p .0 1 ) and 

gen u in e  (p c  .0 2 ) .  A gain , i n t e l l i g e n c e  was th e  m ost d is c r im in a t in g  

a d j e c t i v e .  A f i r s t  o rd e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  (P erfo rm ance Outcome x 

S i m i l a r i t y ,  F = 1 1 .4 3 , p -c .0 0 1 )  i l l u s t r a t e s  s im i la r  s u c c e s s f u l  s u b je c t s
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v iew in g  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  a s  more i n t e l l i g e n t  (X = 6 . 0 5 ) . th a n  d id  th e  

s im i l a r  s u b je c t s  i n  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d ito n  (X = 4 .9 1 ) . D is s im ila r  

s u b je c t s  r a te d  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  in  betw een th e s e  two p o in t s  ( s u c c e s s f u l ,  

X = 5 .2 6 , f a i l u r e ,  X = 5 .3 8 ) .

When each  s u b je c t  was ask ed  how s im i la r  to  o r  d i s s im i la r  from  th e  

o th e r  s u b je c t  th e y  w ere , as p r e v io s ly  s t a t e d  s u b je c t s  in  th e  s im i la r  

c o n d i t io n  saw th em se lv es  as  more s im i la r  th a n  s u b je c t s  i n  th e  d i s s im i la r  

c o n d i t io n  (p <  .0 0 1 ) .  In  a d d i t io n ,  s u b je c t s  in  th e  su c c e ss  c o n d ito n  saw 

th em se lv es  a s  f a r  more s im i la r  th a n  d id  s u b je c t s  i n  th e  f a i l u r e  

c o n d i t io n  (F ( l ,1 5 2 )  ■ 7 .1 7 , p . 01) .

B e h a v io ra l M easures

When g iv en  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  choose th e  same o r a  d i f f e r e n t  

p a r tn e r  f o r  th e  second  p a r t  o f  th e  ex p e rim en t a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  

betw een su c c e ss  and s i m i l a r i t y  r e s u l t e d  (F ( l ,1 5 2 )  = 5 .6 3 , p -si .0 2 ) .  

S u c c e s s fu l s im i la r  s u b je c t s  (72.5%) and f a i l u r e  d i s s im i l a r  s u b je c t s  

(65%) more o f te n  w anted to  rem ain  w ith  th e  same p a r tn e r ,  w h ile  f a i l u r e  

s im i la r  s u b je c t s  (55%) and s u c c e s s f u l  d i s s im i l a r  s u b je c t s  (47.5%) w ere 

e q u a l ly  l i k e l y  to  choose to  be  w ith  th e  same o r  a d i f f e r e n t  p a r tn e r .  

(T ab le  5)

O b se rv e rs , when asked  to  choose a  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  th e  

a c t o r 1s second  t a s k ,  chose a  h ig h e r  l e v e l  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  th a n  fo r  

u n s u c c e s s fu l  a c to r s  ( F ( l ,7 6 )  = 1 7 .7 9 , p - = .0 0 1 ) .  However, t h i s  e f f e c t  

a s  m o d ifie d  by a  f i r s t  o rd e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  was s i g n i f i c a n t  o n ly  f o r  

s im i la r  o b se rv e rs  (P erfo rm ance Outcome x  S i m i l a r i t y ,  F ( l ,7 6 )  = 1 5 .5 3 , 

p -== .001). S im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  chose  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r
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s u c c e s s f u l  a c to r s  (X = 6 . 4 0 )  and a  low l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  u n su c c e ss ­

f u l  a c to r s  (X = 3 .4 5 ) .  D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  alw ays chose a m odera te  

l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y ,  w h e th er in  th e  su c c e s s  c o n d i t io n  (X = 4 .7 )  o r  

f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n  (X = 4 .6 ) .  Thus, a s  shown in  T ab le  6 , th e  c r i t i c a l  

d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  means as com pared by T u k ey 's  S ig n i f i c a n t  D if f e re n c e  

T e s t was s i g i n i f i c a n t  o n ly  f o r  s im i la r  s u b je c t s  ( g r e a t e r  th a n  1 .5 8 ) .

O b se rv ers  in  th e  s im i la r  c o n d i t io n  p u l le d  t h e i r  c h a i r s  c lo s e r  to  

th e  a c to r s  th a n  d id  s u b je c t s  in  th e  d i s s im i l a r  c o n d ito n , ( F ( l ,7 6 )  =

8 .9 3 , p <  .0 1 ) .  T ab le  7 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een 

th e  means ( g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  LSD o f  2 .5 7 ) was found o n ly  in  th e  su c c e s s  

c o n d i t io n  w ith  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  s i t t i n g  c l o s e s t  o f  a l l  g roups and th e  

d i s s i m i l a r  o b se rv e r  s i t t i n g  f a r t h e s t  o f  a l l  g ro u p s .

Summary

A t t r i b u t io n s  made by a l l  s u b je c t s  w ere s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  

by th e  a c t o r s '  su c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e ,  w i th  s u b je c t s  i n  g e n e ra l  making more 

d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  su c c e s s  and s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  

f a i l u r e .  A c to rs  ( s im i la r  and d i s s im i la r )  made more ex trem e d i s p o s i t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  to  su c c e ss  th a n  f a i l u r e  in  te rm s o f  th e  g e n e ra l  s i t u a t i o n -  

d i s p o s i t i o n a l  s c a l e ,  a b i l i t y ,  and ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  s c a le s .  L ike  th e  

a c t o r s , s im i la r  o b se rv e rs  a l s o  made more ex trem e d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u ­

t io n s  fo llo w in g  su c c e s s  th a n  fo llo w in g  f a i l u r e  on th e  g e n e ra l  s c a l e ,  th e  

a b i l i t y  s c a le  and th e  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  s c a l e .  In  a d d i t io n ,  th e y  more o f te n  

a t t r i b u t e d  f a i l u r e  th a n  su c c e ss  to  lu c k . T here w ere no s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  on th e s e  th r e e  v a r i a b le s  f o r  th e  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e r s .  A l l  

o f  th e s e  a t t r i b u t i o n s  ten d ed  to  b e  d i s p o s i t i o n a l .
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E f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  p r e s e n t  a  d i f f e r e n t  p i c tu r e  from  th e  o th e r  

ty p e s .  S im ila r  a c to r s  and o b s e rv e rs  a lw ays made e f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s ,  

w h e th e r th e y  w ere in  th e  su c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  c o n d ito n . D is s im ila r  

a c t o r s  made e f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  o n ly  when th e y  f a i l e d  and d i s s im i la r  

o b s e rv e rs  o n ly  when th e  a c to r  su cceed ed .

P erfo rm ance e v a lu a t io n  and p r e d ic t io n s  o f  f u tu r e  perfo rm ance  

w ere by and la r g e  b ased  on how th e  a c to r  had  perfo rm ed  on th e  anagram 

ta s k .  S u b je c ts  e v a lu a te d  th e m se lv es  more p o s i t i v e l y  a f t e r  su c c e ss  th a n  

a f t e r  f a i l u r e .  D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  how ever r a t e d  th em se lv es  more 

i n t e l l i g e n t  when th e  a c to r  f a i l e d  th a n  when th e  a c t o r  su cceed ed . S im ila r  

s u b je c t s  r a t e d  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  more p o s i tv e ly  a f t e r  su c c e ss  w h ile  d i s ­

s im i l a r  s u b je c t s  r a te d  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  more p o s i t i v e l y  a f t e r  f a i l u r e .

When g iv en  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  choose th e  same o r  a d i f f e r e n t  

p a r tn e r  f o r  th e  second  p a r t  o f  th e  e x p e r im e n t, s u c c e s s f u l  s im i la r  and 

f a i l u r e  d i s s im i l a r  s u b je c t s  chose th e  same p a r tn e r  w h ile  f a i l u r e  s im i la r  

and s u c c e s s f u l  d i s s im i l a r  d id  n o t  seem to  c a re  w h e th e r t h e i r  p a r tn e r  

rem ained  th e  same o r  changed. On ch o o sin g  a  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  

th e  second  t a s k ,  s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  chose a h a rd  ta s k  i f  th e  a c to r  had  

su cceed ed  and an ea sy  ta s k  i f  th e  a c to r  had  f a i l e d .  D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  

a lw ays chose  a  ta s k  o f  m odera te  d i f f i c u l t y .  And on th e  f i n a l  b e h a v io ra l  

m e asu re , i t  was found th a t  s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  s a t  c lo s e r  to  th e  a c to r  th a n  

d id  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs .
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T ab le  1. Mean g e n e ra l and s t a b l e  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  r a t i n g s  in  th e  su c c e s s  
and f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n  fo r  s im i la r  and d i s s im i l a r  a c to r s  and 
o b s e rv e r s .

l a )  D is p o s i t io n a l - S i tu a t io n a l '* ' ( l =t o t a l l y  d i s p o s i t i o n a l ,  6 = to ta l ly
s i t u a t i o n a l )

S im ila r  D is s im i la r
A c to r O bserver A cto r O bserver

S u ccess  3 .0 5 abc 2 .8 0 ab 2 .6 0 a  3 .1 0 abc

Outcome

F a i l u r e  3 .8 5 de 4 .3 5 e 3 .50bcd  3 .6 0 cd

lb )  A bility"*” (l= no  a b i l i t y  e f f e c t ,  6 = s tro n g e s t  a b i l i t y  e f f e c t )

S im ila r  D is s im i la r
A c to r O bserver A ctor O bse rv er

S u ccess  4 . 75cd 4 .8 0 d 4 .40b cd  4 .7 5 cd

Outcome

F a i lu r e  3 .5 0 ab 3 .2 5 a 2 .8 5 a 3 .7 0 aC

l c )  Task D i f f i c u l ty ^  (l=no ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  e f f e c t ,  6 = s tro n g e s t  t a s k
d i f f i c u l t y  e f f e c t )

S im ila r  D is s im i la r
A c to r  O bserver A cto r O bserver

S u ccess  3 .2 5 a 3 .5 5 ab 3 .4 5 ab 3 .4 5 ab

Outcome

F a i l u r e  4 .7 5 cd 4 .8 5 d 4 .3 0 cd 4 .0 5 bc

N=160

"hiain e f f e c t  o f  outcom e, p< .001

d i f f e r e n t  l e t t e r s  in d i c a te  s ig n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  c e l l ;  
c e l l s  w i th  same l e t t e r  in d i c a te  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e .
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T ab le  2 . Mean u n s ta b le  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  r a t i n g s  i n  th e  su c c e s s  and f a i l u r e  
c o n d it io n  f o r  s im i la r  and  d i s s im i la r  a c to r s  and o b s e rv e rs .

2a) E ffort^" (l= no  e f f o r t  e f f e c t ,  6 = s tro n g e s t e f f o r t  e f f e c t )

S im i la r  D is s im ila r
A cto r O b se rv er A cto r O bserver

S uccess 4 .8 0 C 5 .0 5 C 3 .8 0 a 4 .9 0 C

Outcome

F a i lu r e  4 .6 0 b c  5 .0 5 C 5 .2 0 C 3 .9 0 ab

22b) Luck (l= no  lu c k  e f f e c t ,  6 = s tro n g e s t  lu c k  e f f e c t )

S im i la r  D is s im ila r
A c to r O bse rv er A cto r O bserver

S uccess 2 .0 0 ab 1 .6 5 a  1 .6 5 a 1 .7 5 a

Outcome

F a i lu r e  2 .7 0 b c  3 .3 5 °  2 .0 0 ab 2 .1 5 ab

N=160

H lain  e f f e c t  o f  s i m i l a r i t y ,  p< .02 
I n te r a c t i o n  betw een  outcom e & r o l e ,  p< .003  
I n te r a c t i o n  betw een outcom e, s i m i l a r i t y  & r o l e ,  p< .001

2
Main e f f e c t  o f  outcom e, p< .001
Main e f f e c t  o f  s i m i l a r i t y ,  p< .02
I n te r a c t i o n  betw een outcom e & s i m i l a r i t y ,  p< .054

D if f e r e n t  l e t t e r s  i n d i c a t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een c e l l s ;  
c e l l s  w ith  same l e t t e r  in d i c a te  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e .
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Table 3. Mean p r e d ic t io n s  o f  a c t o r 's  perfo rm ance  on a second  ta s k  in  
su c c e s s  and f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  s im i la r  and d i s s im i l a r  
a c to r s  and o b s e rv e r s .  (N = 20 s u b j e c t s / c e l l )
(1 = p o o re s t  p e rfo rm an ce  on second ta s k ,
6 = b e s t  p erfo rm an ce  on second ta sk )

S im i la r  D is s im ila r
A cto r O bserver A c to r O bse rv er

Success'*' 4 .45  5 .0 5  4 .2 5  4 .95

Outcome

F a i lu r e  2 .4 0  2 .4 5  3 .55 2 .4 0

H la in  e f f e c t  o f  outcome p < .001  
I n t e r a c t i o n  betw een outcom e, s i m i l a r i t y  and r o l e ,  p < .05
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T ab le  4 . Mean e v a lu a t io n  o f  o th e r  p a ire d  s u b je c t  in  th e  su c c e ss  and 
f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  s im i l a r  and d i s s im i l a r  a c to r s  and 
o b s e rv e r s .  (N = 20 s u b j e c t s / c e l l )
(14 = lo w e s t p o s s ib le  e v a lu a t io n ,
98 = h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  e v a lu a t io n )

S im ila r  D is s im ila r
A c to r O b se rv er A c to r  O bserver

S uccess^  75.25 74 .25  6 6 .10  64 .65

Outcome

F a i lu r e  6 7 .95  6 5 .0 5  70 .20  72 .35

I n t e r a c t i o n  betw een  outcome and s i m i l a r i t y  p < .001



T ab le  5 . P e rc e n ta g e  o f  s u b je c t s  ch o o sin g  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  w ith  same
p a r tn e r  f o r  second  h a l f  o f  th e  e x p e rim en t.

(N = 20 s u b j e c t s / c e l l )

S im ila r  D is s im ila r
A c to r O bserver A c to r O bserver

% % % %

Success'*' 70 75 55 40

Outcome

F a i lu r e  45 65 65 65

" ^ In te ra c tio n  betw een  outcome and s i m i l a r i t y ,  p < .018
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T able 6 . Mean ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  l e v e l  i n  su c c e ss  and f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n s
chosen  by s im i l a r  and d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e r s .  (N = 20 s u b j e c t s / c e l l )  
(1  = e a s i e s t  t a s k ,  10 = m ost d i f f i c u l t  ta sk )

S im ila r  D is s im ila r

S u ccess^  6 .4 0  4 .70

Outcome

F a i lu r e  3 .45  4 .60

"Slain e f f e c t  o f  outcom e, p < .001 
I n t e r a c t i o n  betw een outcome and s i m i l a r i t y ,  p < .001



T ab le  7. Mean c h a i r  d is ta n c e  i n  in c h e s  f o r  s u c c e s s  and f a i l u r e  
c o n d i t io n s  by s im i l a r  and d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  
(N = 20 s u b j e c t s / c e l l )

S im ila r  D is s im i la r

S u ccess  24 .60  2 8 .1 0

Outcome

F a i lu r e 26 .40 2 7 .4 3



D isc u s s io n

The e x p e r im e n t was d e s ig n e d  to  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  p e o p le  w i l l  make 

a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  b o th  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t iv e  e v e n t outcom es in  th e  

d i r e c t i o n  w h ich  w i l l  m a in ta in  o r  enhance t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m .  S e l f ­

e s te e m  was found  to  b e  an im p o r ta n t m o t iv a t in g  v a r i a b l e  i n  making 

c a u s a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  I t  was n o t th e  c a s e ,  a s  Jo n es  and N is b e t t  s u g g e s t ,  

t h a t  th e  ty p e  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n s  made r e s u l t e d  p r im a r i ly  from  th e  p e r s p e c ­

t i v e  o f  th e  i n d i v id u a l .  S im ple a c to r - o b s e r v e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere n o t  

fo u n d . I n s t e a d ,  a t t r i b u t i o n s  w ere made on a  much more com plex b a s i s  

th a n  th e  s im p le  d iv e rg e n t  m odel p ro p o sed  by Jo n es  and N is b e t t  w ould 

p r e d i c t .  The m ost p o w erfu l d e te rm in in g  f o r c e  in  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  was 

found to  be  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  on th e  t a s k .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  s u c c e s s  le d  to  

more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  and f a i l u r e  to  more s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u ­

t i o n s  . T h is  was found  to  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  f o r  th e  a c to r s  and 

s i m i l a r  o b s e r v e r s .  The d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e r v e r s ,  u n l ik e  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t s  

d id  n o t  make a s  d i s t i n c t i v e  a t t r i b u t i o n s  on th e  b a s i s  o f  su c c e s s  o r  

f a i l u r e ,  b u t  w ere a lw ays m ore l i k e l y  to  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  

They made e i t h e r  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  o r  a  c o m b in a tio n  o f  d is p o s ­

i t i o n a l  and s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s ,  b u t  n e v e r  p u re  s i t u a t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s .  The s im i l a r  o b s e rv e r ,  how ever, made d i s p o s i t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th e  a c to r  su cceed ed  and  s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when 

th e  a c t o r  f a i l e d .

The h y p o th e s is  th a t  an  a c to r  w i l l  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s
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when th e r e  i s  a p o s i t i v e  e v e n t outcome and s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when 

th e r e  i s  a  n e g a t iv e  ev en t outcome was s t r o n g ly  su p p o r te d . S u c c e s s fu l 

a c to r s  in d e e d  made more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th ey  succeeded  

a t  th e  anagram  ta s k  and more s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th ey  f a i l e d  

a t  th e  anagram  t a s k .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th ey  a t t r i b u t e d  su c c e ss  to  a b i l i t y  

and f a i l u r e  to  t a s k  d i f f i c u l t y .  In  a d d i t io n ,  s im i la r  a c to r s  a ls o  

a t t r i b u t e d  f a i l u r e  to  p o o r lu c k . I t  had  a l s o  been ex p e c te d  th a t  th e  

tendency  to  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  su c c e s s  and s i t u a t i o n a l  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  f a i l u r e  w ould be  more ex trem e fo r  th e  a c to r  p erfo rm in g  

in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  a s im i la r  o b s e rv e r  th a n  f o r  th e  a c to r  who was i n  th e  

p re se n c e  o f  a d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e r .  A lthough  n o t s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s o ,  th e re  

was a t r e n d  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  S im ila r  a c t o r s  ten d ed  to  make more 

d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  su c c e ss  th a n  d id  the d i s s im i l a r  a c to r s  

( i n  term s o f  a b i l i t y ,  e f f o r t  and ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  f a c t o r s ) . They a ls o  

ten d ed  to  make more s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  f a i l u r e  th a n  d id  th e  

d i s s i m i l a r  a c t o r s ( i n  term s o f  e f f o r t ,  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y ,  and lu c k  f a c t o r s ) .

The second  h y p o th e s is ,  t h a t  an o b s e rv e r  s im i la r  to  th e  a c t o r  w i l l  

make a t t r i b u t i o n s  s im i la r  to  th e  a c t o r ,  i . e .  make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u ­

t io n s  when th e r e  i s  a  p o s i t i v e  e v e n t outcom e and s i t u a t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  

when th e r e  i s  a  n e g a t iv e  even outcom e, was a l s o  s u p p o r te d . S im ila r  

o b s e rv e r s ,  to  an  even g r e a t e r  e x te n t  th a n  a c t o r s  a t t r i b u t e d  a good 

p erfo rm an ce  to  a b i l i t y  and a p o o r p e rfo rm an ce  to  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  th e  

t a s k  and to  p o o r lu c k .

The t h i r d  h y p o th e s is  s t a t i n g  th a t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  made by a d i s s im i l a r  

o b se rv e r  w i l l  n o t  be  g r e a t ly  a f f e c te d  by th e  v a le n c e  o f th e  e v e n t 

outcome b u t  w i l l  alw ays be  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  was la r g e ly  s u p p o r te d . U n lik e  

th e  th r e e  o th e r  e x p e r im e n ta l g roups d i s s im i l a r  o b se rv e rs  d id  n o t  make



a t t r i b u t i o n s  on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  a c t o r s '  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e .  W hether 

o r  n o t  th e  a c to r  su cceed ed  d id  n o t  r e s u l t  in  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  to  a b i l i t y ,  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y ,  lu c k  o r  t h e i r  g e n e ra l  r a t i n g  

o f  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  v s .  s i t u a t i o n a l  c a u s e s .  As in  th e  ca se  o f th e  o th e r  

e x p e r im e n ta l g ro u p s , d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  w ere made f o r  s u c c e s s .

In  a d d i t io n ,  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  a l s o  made more d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u ­

t i o n s  f o r  f a i l u r e  th a n  d id  th e  s im i l a r  o b s e r v e r s .  T h is  was th e  ca se  

on th e  g e n e ra l  d i s p o s i t i o n a l - s i t u a t i o n a l  m easure  and f o r  lu c k  a t t r i b u ­

t i o n s ,  w ith  a s t ro n g  tre n d  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  a b i l i t y  and ta s k  d i f f i ­

c u l ty .  Only e f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  w ere  c o n t r a r y  to  t h i s  g e n e ra l  f in d in g .  

Of a l l  fo u r  e x p e r im e n ta l g ro u p s , th e  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e r v e r s ' s e l f - e s te e m  

was th e  l e a s t  th r e a te n e d .  They th e m se lv e s  d id  n o t  p e rfo rm  a s  d id  th e  

a c t o r s ,  n o r a s  i n  th e  ca se  o f  th e  s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  d id  th e  a c t o r s '  

p e rfo rm an ce  d i r e c t l y  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  own.

E f f o r t  A t t r i b u t io n s

Of a l l  th e  a t t r i b u t i o n a l  m e a su re s , e f f o r t  a p p e a rs  to  be th e  one 

a t t r i b u t i o n  w hich d id  n o t  s u p p o r t th e  o r i g i n a l  e x p e r im e n ta l h y p o th e se s . 

From th e  e x p e r im e n ta l f in d in g s  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  e f f o r t  can be se e n  a s  a  

p o s i t i v e  (and p e rh ap s  s e l f - e s te e m  en h an c in g ) a t t r i b u t i o n  w h e th e r th e  

a c to r  su cceed ed  o r  f a i l e d  on th e  ta s k .  S im i la r  s u b je c t s  seemed to  go 

by th e  ad ag e , " i t  i s  n o t w h e th er you w in  o r  lo s e  b u t how you p la y  th e  

gam e." In  t h i s  c a s e ,  w h e th er th e  a c t o r s  su cceed ed  o r  f a i l e d  th e y  w ere 

alw ays th o u g h t to  have t r i e d  t h e i r  b e s t .  T h is  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u ­

t i o n  to  f a i l u r e  d id  n o t mean t h a t  th e  a c to r s  w ere  n o t  good enough to  do 

w e l l .  F a i lu r e  was a t t r i b u t e d  to  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t y  n o t  to  la c k  o f  

a b i l i t y .  S im i la r  a c to r s  and o b s e rv e r s  th o u g h t th e  a c to r s  had t r i e d
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t h e i r  b e s t  b u t  b ecau se  o f th e  ex trem e d i f f i c u l t y  o f  th e  ta s k  (n o t t h e i r

a b i l i t y )  th e y  w ere u n ab le  to  su ccee d .

D is s im ila r  a c to r s  made more e f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th ey  f a i l e d  

w h ile  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  made more e f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  when th e  a c to r  

su cceed ed . T h is  i s  a l s o  c o n tra ry  to  th e  h y p o th e se s  t h a t  an a c to r  would 

make d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  su c c e s s  and a  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e r v e r 's

a t t r i b u t i o n s  would n o t be a f f e c te d  by su c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  b u t  te n d  to

alw ays be d i s p o s i t i o n a l .  E f f o r t  a t t r ib u t io n s ;  a p p e a r  to  have been made 

on a  d i f f e r e n t  b a s is  from  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  The d i s s im i la r  

a c t o r s '  e f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  f a i l u r e  co u ld  h av e  r e s u l t e d  from  t h e i r  

a t te m p t to  p la c e  th em selves i n  a  f a v o ra b le  l i g h t .  They had  s t a t e d  t h a t  

f a i l u r e  was due to  t a s k  d i f f i c u l t y  and n o t to  a b i l i t y .  As w ith  th e  

s im i l a r  s u b je c t s ,  e f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  to  f a i l u r e  m ig h t mean th ey  had 

t r i e d  t h e i r  b e s t  b u t d e s p i te  t h i s  th e y  w ere u n ab le  to  su cceed  due to  

th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  th e  ta s k .  And p e rh a p s  th e r e  was no need  f o r  th e  d i s ­

s im i l a r  a c to r  to  f u r th e r  enhance t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m  w ith  e f f o r t  a t t r i b u ­

t io n s  when they  had su c c e e d e d , m odesty k eep in g  them from  m aking e f f o r t  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  when in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  a d i s s im i l a r  o th e r .  A number o f  

o th e r  f in d in g s  p o in t  to  a  tendency  tow ard m odesty on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  

a c to r  when they  had an  a l re a d y  enhanced  s e l f - e s te e m  th ro u g h  s u c c e s s .

For exam ple, s u c c e s s f u l  a c to r s  r e p o r te d  t h e i r  p e rfo rm an ce  as  p o o re r  th a n  

d id  th e  o b s e rv e r  v iew ing  i t .

D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  w ere th e  o n ly  s u b je c t s  to  re sp o n d  in  a 

m anner c o n s i s te n t  w ith  p re v io u s  f in d in g s .  I t  h a s  been  found th a t  

s u b je c t s  make more e f f o r t  a t t r i b u t i o n s  a f t e r  su c c e s s  th a n  a f t e r  f a i l u r e  

(W einer & K uk la , 1970; Beckman, 19 7 0 ). S in ce

e f f o r t ,  d e s p i t e  th e  co n seq u en ces, can b e  v iew ed as  a  p o s i t i v e  a t t r i b u t e ,
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i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  a c to r s  and s im i l a r  o b s e rv e r s  w ere u s in g  t h i s  ty p e  

o f  a t t r i b u t i o n  to  b o l s t e r  a  d e f l a t e d  s e l f - e s te e m ,  w h ile  t h i s  was u n n ece s­

s a ry  f o r  th e  u n th re a te n e d  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e r .

S u b je c ts  P r e d ic t io n s

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  anagram  t a s k  was much e a s i e r  in  th e  su c c e s s  

c o n d i t io n  th a n  in  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n  le d  i n  m ost c a s e s ,  a l th o u g h  n o t 

a l l ,  to  r e a l i s t i c  p r e d ic t io n s  t h a t  an  in d iv id u a l  w ould p e rfo rm  b e t t e r  

on th e  s u c c e s s  anagram s th a n  on th e  f a i l u r e  anagram s. T hus, s u b je c t s  

b a sed  t h e i r  p r e d ic t io n s  f o r  a  second  t a s k  on how w e ll  th e  a c t o r  d id  on 

th e  f i r s t  t a s k ,  i . e . ,  s u b je c t s  in  th e  s u c c e s s  c o n d i t io n  th o u g h t t h a t  

th e  a c t o r s  w ould do b e t t e r  th a n  d id  s u b je c t s  i n  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n .  

O b se rv e rs  a l s o  b a se d  t h e i r  p r e d ic t io n s  f o r  how th e y  th e m se lv e s  w ould  do 

on th e  same ty p e  o f  ta s k  on th e  a c t o r s '  p e rfo rm a n c e , i . e . ,  o b s e rv e r s  

v ie w in g  s u c c e s s  th o u g h t th e y  w ould do b e t t e r  th a n  d id  th o s e  v iew ing  

f a i l u r e .  T h is  was n o t  t r u e  how ever f o r  th e  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e r v e r s ,  who 

te n d e d  to  t h in k  th e y  w ould do b e t t e r  th a n  d id  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  when 

th e y  v iew ed an  a c t o r  f a i l .  T hus, i n  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n  s i m i l a r  ob­

s e r v e r s  w ere more l i k e l y  th a n  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e r s  to  p r e d i c t  t h a t  th e y  

w ould p e rfo rm  in  th e  same way a s  d id  th e  a c t o r .  The d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e r s  

may be re a s o n in g  th a t  i f  th e  o th e r  h a s  f a i l e d  th e y  may su cceed  b eca u se  

o f  t h e i r  d i s s i m i l a r i t y .  T h is  w ould be th e  m ost s e l f - e s te e m  en hanc ing  

p r e d ic t io n  a  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e r  c o u ld  make.

S u b je c ts  w ere a l s o  ask ed  to  p r e d i c t  how an av e ra g e  p e rso n  w ould 

p e rfo rm  on th e  anagram  ta s k .  R e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  s u b je c t s  in  th e  s u c c e s s  

c o n d i t io n  p r e d ic te d  t h a t  an  a v e ra g e  p e rso n  w ould do b e t t e r  th a n  d id  

s u b je c t s  i n  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n .



S e lf -E v a lu a t io n

The a c t o r s ’ s e l f - e v a lu a t i o n s  w ere  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c te d  by t h e i r  

su c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e .  Not s u r p r i s in g ly  th e y  had a h ig h  s e l f - e v a lu a t i o n  i f  

th e y  had  succeeded  and a  low s e l f - e v a l u a t i o n  i f  th e y  had f a i l e d .  A lthough  

o b s e rv e r s ' s e l f - e v a lu a t i o n s  a s  m easured  by th e  p o o led  s c o re s  o f  th e  14 b i ­

p o la r  a d j e c t iv e s  w ere n o t a f f e c t e d  by th e  su c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  a c t o r ,  

a s  w ould be e x p e c te d  s in c e  i t  i s  th e  t r a i t  b e in g  m a n ip u la te d , s e l f - r a t i n g s  

o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w ere a f f e c t e d .  S im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  r a t e d  them se lv es  a s  more 

i n t e l l i g e n t  when th e  a c to r  su cceed ed  th a n  when th e  a c to r  f a i l e d ,  w h ile  

d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  r a te d  th e m se lv e s  a s  more i n t e l l i g e n t  when th e  a c to r  

f a i l e d  th a n  when th e  a c to r  su ccee d ed . In  a d d i t io n ,  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  

r e p o r te d  a low er l e v e l  o f  c o n fid e n c e  when th e y  view ed a  s im i la r  o th e r  

su ccee d . D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  r e p o r te d  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  co n fid e n ce  a f t e r  

b o th  su c c e s s  and f a i l u r e  s in c e  th e  a c t o r s  f a i l u r e  in  no way r e f l e c t e d  

upon t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m .

An i n t e r e s t i n g  f in d in g  r e s u l t e d  from  th e  s u b je c t s  s e l f - r a t i n g  o f 

how s im i l a r  o r  d i s s im i la r  th e y t th o u g h t  th e y  w ere to  each  o th e r .  In  a d d i t io n  

to  o b s e rv e rs  in  th e  s im i la r  c o n d i t io n  r a t i n g  th em se lv es  as s im i la r  to  th e  

a c t o r ,  o b s e rv e rs  in  th e  su c c e s s  c o n d i t io n  a ls o  v iew ed them se lv es  a s  more 

im i la r  th a n  th o se  i n  th e  f a i l u r e  c o n d i t io n .  I t  i s  s e l f - e s te e m  en hanc ing  

to  be  l i k e  a  s u c c e s s fu l  p e rs o n , th u s  o b s e rv e r s  saw th em se lv es  as more 

s im i l a r  to  a  s u c c e s s fu l  a c to r  th a n  to  an  u n s u c c e s s fu l  a c to r .

B e h a v io ra l M easures

H aving an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s e l e c t  a  l e v e l  o f d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  th e

a c t o r s '  second  ta s k  (b lo c k  d e s ig n )  gave th e  o b s e rv e rs  th e  d i r e c t  means 

to  m a n ip u la te  t h e i r  en v iro n m en t. How w ould an o b se rv e r  behave in  t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n  in  o rd e r  to  b e s t  enhance h i s  s e lf - e s te e m ?  S im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  

who w ere i n  th e  su c c e s s  c o n d i t io n  ch o se  a  d i f f i c u l t  l e v e l  f o r  th e  a c t o r .
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They assum ed th a t  th e  a c t o r 's  good p erfo rm an ce  w ould be  r e p e a te d ,  t h a t  

th e y  d id  n o t have to  choose a s a f e ,  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t  ta s k  l e v e l  and in

t h i s  way would e a rn  a  l a r g e  a d d i t io n a l  sum o f  money i f  th e  a c to r  su c ­

ceeded . In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  h ig h  d i f f i c u l t y  l e v e l  r e f l e c t e d  

th e  o b s e rv e r s ' h ig h  re g a rd  f o r  th e  a c t o r .  S im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  v iew ing  th e  

a c to r s  f a i l  chose  a low l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  th e  b lo c k  d e s ig n  ta s k .

In  t h i s  way th e y  co u ld  o n ly  w in a sm a ll sum o f  money b u t th e y  d id  n o t 

have to  r i s k  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  a c t o r ' s  second f a i l u r e .  P erhaps 

i t  was more im p o rta n t f o r  th e  a c to r s  to  su cceed  th a n  to  e a rn  th e  a d d i­

t i o n a l  money. The b e h a v io r  o f  th e  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  was v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  

from  th a t  o f  th e  s im i la r  o b s e rv e r s .  W hether th e  a c to r  f a i l e d  o r  su c­

ceed ed , d i s s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  chose a  m o d era te  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  

th e  second ta s k .  Why would d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  v iew ing  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

a c to r  s e t t l e  f o r  l e s s  money th a n  d id  th e  s im i la r  o b se rv e rs  v iew ing  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  a c to r ?  As p re v io u s ly  d e m o n s tra te d , d i s s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  d id  

n o t  view  th e  a c t o r 's  su c c e s s  in  th e  same way a s  d id  s im i la r  o b s e rv e rs  

s in c e  t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m  was n o t a s  t i e d  to  th e  a c t o r ' s  p e rfo rm an ce .

J u s t  a s  th e  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e r  d id  n o t  b a se  a t t r i b u t i o n s  on th e  ev e n t 

outcom e, n e i t h e r  d id  th e y  b a se  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  

on i t .  D is s im ila r  o b s e rv e rs  s im p ly  ch o se  a  m odera te  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y .

S e lf-E s te e m  and Involvem ent

I t  h a s  been d em o n stra ted  t h a t  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  do n o t b a se  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  on th e  a c t o r s '  su c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e .  In  a d d i t io n  th e  b e h a v i­

o r a l  m easure d i r e c t l y  p e r t a in in g  to  t a s k  ta k in g ,  i . e . ,  ch o o sin g  a l e v e l  

o f  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  th e  second  t a s k ,  was n o t b a sed  on th e  outcom e v a le n c e .  

T h is  p i c tu r e  o f  th e  d i s s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  changes when th e y  a r e  fo rc e d  

in to  invo lvem en t w ith  th e  a c t o r .  When ask ed  to  d i r e c t l y  e v a lu a te  o r
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i n t e r a c t  w ith  th e  a c t o r s ,  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  b e g in  to  answ er q u e s t io n s  

and  behave in  a way w hich w i l l  b e s t  m a in ta in  t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m .

Only when th e  a c to r s  f a i l e d  a t  w hat th e y  w ere d o in g  d id  th e  d i s ­

s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e r s  e v a lu a te  them  p o s i t i v e l y  and w ant to  p a r t i c i p a t e  w ith  

them  in  th e  second  p a r t  o f  th e  s tu d y . The d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e r s  e v a lu ­

a te d  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  a c to r s  l e s s  p o s i t i v e l y ,  d id  n o t  w ant to  p a r t i c i p a t e  

w ith  th e  same p a r tn e r  in  th e  second  p a r t  o f  th e  ex p e rim e n t and  s a t  f a r  

away from  them . In  t h i s  way th e  d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e r v e r s ,  i n  an a t te m p t to  

m a in ta in  t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m ,  w ere  ch o o sin g  to  a v o id  an e x p e r ie n c e  w here 

i t  may be i n  je o p a rd y .  The d i s s i m i l a r  o b s e rv e r s  a c te d  a s  i f  th e  a c t o r s '  

s u c c e s s  im p lie d  t h a t  i t  was l i k e l y  f o r  them  to  f a i l .

The s im i l a r  o b s e rv e rs  who w ere alw ays in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  a c t o r s '  

p e rfo rm a n c e , a l s o  w anted  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m .  T hese o b s e rv e rs  

e v a lu a te d  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  a c t o r s  more p o s i t i v e l y  th a n  th e  ones who had 

f a i l e d .  The p o s i t i v e  e v a lu a t io n  a f t e r  th e  a c to r  su cceed ed  c o in c id e d  

w ith  t h e i r  w an tin g  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  f u r t h e r  w ith  th e  same p a r tn e r  and 

s i t t i n g  c lo s e  to  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  a c t o r s .  In  t h i s  way th e  s i m i l a r  a c to r s  

w ere a l s o  t r y i n g  to  av o id  an  e x p e r ie n c e  where t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m  may have 

been  shaken .

Summary

T hus, s e l f - e s te e m  h a s  b een  shown to  a f f e c t  b o th  a  p e r s o n 's  b e h a v io r  

and th e  a t t r i b u t i o n  he makes i n  re g a rd  to  h is  o r  a n o t h e r 's  a c t i o n s .

I t  h as  been d em o n stra ted  t h a t  in d iv id u a l s  w i l l  ta k e  c r e d i t  f o r  p o s i t i v e  

outcom es b u t n o t  f o r  n e g a t iv e  o n e s . They behave in  a  way w hich  w i l l  

m a in ta in  t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m ,  e . g . ,  o n ly  when th e y  do w e l l  on a  t a s k  do 

a c t o r s  s im i l a r  to  th e  o b s e rv e r  w ant to  c o n t in u e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  a  s tu d y



w ith  t h e  same p a r t n e r .  I n  th e  same way, th e  o b s e rv e rs  b eh av e  and  make 

a t t r i b u t i o n s  w h ich  w i l l  m a in ta in  t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m .  The d i s s i m i l a r  

o b s e r v e r s ' s e l f - e s te e m  m a in ten a n ce  b e h a v io r  seems to  become s t r o n g e r  a s  

h i s  p e r s o n a l  in v o lv em en t w ith  th e  a c to r  becomes s t r o n g e r .  S e lf -e s te e m  

as  a m e d ia tin g  v a r i a b l e  a p p e a rs  to  e x p la in  n o t o n ly  an  i n d i v i d u a l 's  

a t t r i b u t i o n s  b u t  a l s o  th e  b e h a v io r  i t  a p p a re n t ly  m o t iv a te s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

when th e  b e h a v io r  o f  one p e rso n  r e f l e c t s  i n  some way upon th e  o t h e r ' s .  

When t h i s  r e f l e c t i o n  o r  fo rc e d  invo lv em en t betw een two p e o p le  o c c u rs  

s e l f - e s te e m  m e d ia te s  w hat a  p e rso n  say s  and d o es . S in c e  o u ts id e  th e  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l  l a b o r a to r y  th e  u n in v o lv ed  a c to r - o b s e r v e r  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  

n o n - e x is t e n t ,  th e  r o l e  o f  in t e r p e r s o n a l  invo lv em en t be tw een  in d iv id u a l s  

seems to  be a  c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  i n  g o v ern in g  th e  ty p e s  o f  a t t r i b u t i o n s
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Samples: map

1. bird
2. passenger
3. instruction
4. lagoon
5. lecture
6. longitude
7. symptoms

8. conveyance 
"9. herbivorous
10. emporium
11. peruse
12. indolence
13. remuneration
14. heliacal

Stop here!
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Subtest 2 Nomber Series Score.

Sample: 1 2 3 4

A B

2 4 6 8   1.

10 20 30 40 ‘ . . . . . .______ . . . . . .______  2.

2 2 3 3 . ' ...................     3.

25 20 15 10 . . . . . . . . . . ........    4.

17 14 11 8      5.

0 5 0 9       6.

7 2 6 1     7.

15 14 7 6     8.

16 15 13 10  '.......  9.

8 5 2 —1      ;......... 10.

31 22 15 10     11.

16 25 36 49   12.

.75 .625 .5 .375      13.

27 9 3 1   14.

Vs6 /4s V ie Vo .........................    15.
Stop here!



Sabtest 3 I Space Series 55

Sample

Score..

1 . 0 0 0

43 521

4 .

5 . 1 1 I 1 T

6. & A I'l I-1
7.

Stop here!
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Samples: a
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The WRIT (Wide Range I n t e l l i g e n c e  T e s t)  m easures fo u r  d i s t i n c t i v e  

ty p e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y :  re a s o n in g  a b i l i t y  ( c o g n i t iv e  s k i l l s ) ,

s p a t i a l  a n a ly s i s  ( s y n th e s iz in g  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ) , c o n c e p tu a l 

a b i l i t y  (c a te g o ry  a s s o c i a t i o n ) ,  and p e rc e p tu a l  a n a ly s i s  ( p e r c e p tu a l -  

a n a ly t i c  s k i l l s ) .  The fo u r  s u b te s t s  p ro v id e  a good m easure o f  o v e r a l l  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  when view ed a s  a w hole, and each  one in  i t s e l f  

r e p r e s e n ts  an im p o rta n t component o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .

The WRIT h as  been  s ta n d a rd iz e d  to  v a r io u s  p o p u la t io n  g ro u p s .

Your s c o re s  w i l l  be g iv e n  as  a  p e rc e n ta g e  f o r  each  o f  th e  fo u r  a r e a s .

The p e rc e n ta g e  com pares you to  one o f  th e se  s ta n d a rd iz e d  g ro u p s . For 

exam ple, i f  y o u r s c o re  i s  25% you have perfo rm ed  b e t t e r  th a n  25% o f 

th e  p o p u la t io n ;  i f  y o u r s c o re  i s  50% you have perfo rm ed  b e t t e r  th a n  

h a l f  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ;  and a t  th e  75% le v e l  you have perfo rm ed  b e t t e r  

th a n  75% o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .

Your s c o re  w i l l  be  p re s e n te d  by a graph th a t  shows th e  p e r c e n t i l e  

th a t  you a c h ie v e d  by y o u r p erfo rm ance  on each  s u b t e s t .  Along th e  

h o r iz o n ta l  a x is  a r e  th e  fo u r  s u b te s t s .  You can d e te rm in e  y o u r 

p e r c e n t i l e  i n  each  a re a  by lo o k in g  a lo n g  th e  v e r t i c a l  a x i s .

The g raphs w i l l  be  d is c u s s e d  b r i e f l y .  P le a s e  h o ld  any s p e c i f i c  

q u e s tio n s  f o r  th e  end o f  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l s e s s io n .  A t t h a t  tim e I  

w i l l  d is c u s s  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  y o u r s c o re s  w ith  you.
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Graph fo r  S im ila r  C o n d itio n
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Name

P le a s e  i n d i c a te  w h e th e r you f e l t  t h a t  th e  ta s k  t a k e r 's  p e rfo rm an ce  
was due to  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  (som eth ing  ab o u t th e  p e rso n  p ro b a b ly  
caused  him to  p erfo rm  a s  he d id  on th e  ta sk )  o r  s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  
(som eth ing  ab o u t th e  ta s k  o r  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c irc u m s ta n c e s  p ro b a b ly  caused  
th e  ta s k  ta k e r  to  p e rfo rm  a s  he  d id  on th e  t a s k ) .

1
t o t a l l y

d i s p o s i t i o n a l

2 3 4 5 6
t o t a l l y

s i t u a t i o n a l
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Name _________________________________

I f  you w ant th e  ta s k  to  be ex tre m e ly  easy  ( e a rn in g  $1 i f  answ ered 
c o r r e c t ly )  check  $1. I f  you w ant th e  ta s k  to  be  v e ry  easy  (e a rn in g  
$2 i f  answ ered  c o r r e c t ly )  check  $2. And so on w ith  th e  ta s k s  g e t t in g  
in c r e a s in g ly  more d i f f i c u l t ,  u n t i l  $10 w hich you would check i f  you 
w ant th e  ta s k  to  be ex tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t .

$1  ______________

$2 ______________

$3 ______________

$4 ______________

$5 ______________

$6 ______________

$7 ______________

$8 ______________

$9 ______________

$ 1 0  _________________
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Name

P le a s e  answ er each  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  q u e s t io n s .  C ir c le  th e  number w hich 

b e s t  e x p re s se s  how you f e e l .  F o r exam ple, on ite m  number o n e , i f  you 

th in k  t h a t  you perfo rm ed  v e ry  w e ll  c i r c l e  1 , v e ry  p o o r ly  c i r c l e  6 , i f  

somewhere in  betw een  th e se  end p o in ts  c i r c l e  2 , 3, 4 , o r  5 .

1 . How w e ll  d id  you p erfo rm  on th e  ta sk ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  w e ll  v e ry  p o o rly

2. How s a t i s f i e d  a r e  you w ith  you r perform ance?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  s a t i s f i e d  n o t a t  a l l

s a t i s f i e d

3 . How w e ll  do you th in k  you would do on a  second  e q u a l ly  d i f f i c u l t  
s e r i e s  o f  ta sk s ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  w e ll  v e ry  p o o rly

PLEASE READ QUESTIONS 3, 4 , 5 ,  AND 6 , BEFORE CONTINUING, THEN GO BACK 
AND ANSWER EACH OF THEM.

4 . How much d id  you r a b i l i t y  a f f e c t  y o u r perfo rm ance on th e  ta sk ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  much n o t a t  a l l

5 , How much e f f o r t  d id  you p u t in to  y o u r perfo rm ance?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  much none a t  a l l

GO TO NEXT PAGE



How d i f f i c u l t  was the task?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v ery  d i f f i c u l t  v e ry  easy

How much d id  lu c k  a f f e c t  y o u r perform ance?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v ery  much n o t a t  a l l

How much d id  i n t e r f e r i n g  c o n d it io n s  a f f e c t  y o u r perform ance?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  much n o t a t  a l l

How w e ll  do you th in k  a  p e rso n  o f  av e rag e  a b i l i t y  would do on 
th e  ta sk ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  w e ll  v e ry  p o o r ly

In  g e n e r a l ,  how c o n f id e n t  do you f e e l  a b o u t y o u r a b i l i t i e s ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v ery  c o n f id e n t  n o t a t  a l l

c o n f id e n t
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Name

P le a s e  answ er each  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  q u e s t io n s .  C i r c le  th e  number w hich 

b e s t  e x p re s s e s  how you f e e l .  F or exam ple , on ite m  number on e , i f  you 

th in k  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  p e rfo rm ed  v e ry  w e l l  c i r c l e  1 , v e ry  p o o r ly  c i r c l e

6 , i f  somewhere i n  be tw een  th e s e  end p o in t s  c i r c l e  2 , 3 , 4 , o r  5 .

1 . How w e l l  d id  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  p e rfo rm  on th e  ta sk ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  w e l l  v e ry  p o o r ly

2 . How w e l l  do you th in k  you w ould do on th e  same s e r i e s  o f  ta s k s ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  w e l l  v e ry  p o o r ly

PLEASE READ QUESTIONS 3 , 4 , 5 , AND 6 BEFORE CONTINUING, THEN GO BACK 
AND ANSWER EACH OF THEM.

3 . How much d id  th e  o th e r  s u b j e c t 's  a b i l i t y  a f f e c t  h i s  p erfo rm an ce  
on th e  ta sk ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  much n o t  a t  a l l

4 . How much e f f o r t  d id  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  p u t  i n t o  h i s  p erfo rm ance?

1 2 3 4 . 5 6
v e ry  much none a t  a l l

5 . How d i f f i c u l t  was th e  ta sk ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  v e ry  easy

GO TO NEXT PAGE
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How much d id  lu c k  a f f e c t  th e  o th e r  s u b j e c t 's  p e rfo rm ance?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  much n o t  a t  a l l

How much d id  th e  i n t e r f e r i n g  c o n d i t io n s  a f f e c t  th e  o th e r  
s u b j e c t 's  perfo rm ance?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  much n o t  a t  a l l

8 . How w e l l  w ould  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t  p e rfo rm  on a  second  e q u a l ly  
d i f f i c u l t  s e r i e s  o f  ta sk s ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  w e l l  v e ry  p o o r ly

9 . How w e l l  do you th in k  a  p e rs o n  o f  a v e ra g e  a b i l i t y  w ould do on 
th e  ta s k ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  w e l l  v e ry  p o o r ly

10. In  g e n e r a l ,  how c o n f id e n t  do you f e e l  a b o u t y o u r a b i l i t i e s ?

1 2 3 4 5 6
v e ry  c o n f id e n t  n o t  a t  a l l

c o n f id e n t
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Name

We w ould l i k e  to  f in d  o u t  you r im p re s s io n  o f  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t .  P le a s e  
p la c e  a check  i n  th e  box w hich b e s t  d e s c r ib e s  th e  p e rso n  you a r e  r a t i n g  
on th e  fo l lo w in g  i te m s .  For exam ple, on ite m  number one i f  you th in k  
th e  p e rs o n  i s  v e ry  d e c e i t f u l  check  box 1 , v e ry  t r u s tw o r th y  check  box 7, 
somewhere in  be tw een  th e s e  end p o in t s  check  box 2, 3 , 4 , 5 , o r  6 .
P le a s e  make a  r a t i n g  f o r  each  ite m  and t r y  to  be a s  h o n e s t as  you can . 
Remember, under no c irc u m s ta n c e s  w i l l  th e se  r a t i n g s  be shown to  th e  p e r ­
son  you h ave  r a t e d ,  and  y o u r r a t i n g s  w i l l  be  used  f o r  r e s e a r c h  p u rp o se s  
o n ly . I t  i s  e x tre m e ly  im p o rta n t t h a t  you e x p re s s  y o u r t r u e  f e e l i n g s .

1 . d e c e i t f u l

2 . g en u in e

3 . u n i n t e l l i g e n t

4 . c o o p e ra t iv e

5 . u n s e l f i s h

6 . i n t e r e s t i n g

7. c o ld

8 . m odest

9 . r e j e c t i n g

1 0 . u n sy m p a th e tic

1 1 . c o n s id e r a te

1 2 . u n l ik e a b le

13 . s e l f - c e n t e r e d

14. u n f r ie n d ly

15 . s im i l a r  to me

tru s tw o r th y

phoney

i n t e l l i g e n t

u n c o o p e ra tiv e

s e l f i s h

u n in t e r e s t i n g

warm

c o n c e ite d

a c c e p t in g

s y m p a th e tic

in c o n s id e r a te

l i k e a b le

co n ce rn ed  w ith  
o th e r s

f r i e n d l y

d i s s i m i l a r  from  me
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I n t r o d u c t io n

Mr. _______  and M r . _________, you w i l l  be p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  a s tu d y

co n c e rn in g  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  i n t e r f e r i n g  en v iro n m e n ta l s t im u l i  on human 

fu n c t io n in g .  The f in d in g s  in  t h i s  a r e a  to  d a te  h ave  been  v e ry  am biguous, 

w ith  some s tu d ie s  showing n e g a t iv e  e f f e c t s ,  some p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  and 

o th e r s  no e f f e c t  a t  a l l .  We a re  p r e s e n t ly  ru n n in g  a  la rg e  s c a le  s tu d y  

in  o rd e r  to  c l e a r  up th e  c o n tro v e rsy  w hich e x i s t s .  (As an a s id e )

We a r e  n o t  s u re  in  w hich d i r e c t i o n  o u r f in d in g s  a r e  go ing— even i n  our 

p r e s e n t  s tu d y .  We a r e  lo o k in g  a t  how such  th in g s  a s  crow ds, l i g h t in g  

and n o is e  a f f e c t  an i n d i v i d u a l 's  a b i l i t i e s .  The s tu d y  w i l l  a n a ly se  a 

w ide ran g e  o f human b e h a v io r ,  in c lu d in g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f u n c tio n in g  and 

in t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  We a re  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s e e in g  how 

c e r t a i n  e n v iro n m e n ta l f a c t o r s  a f f e c t  o n e 's  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  o th e r  p e o p le ,  

o f  th e m se lv e s , and o f  th e  en v iro n m en t. T h is  i s  a c r u c i a l  ex p e rim en t in  

th e  a r e a  o f  e n v iro n m e n ta l e f f e c t s ,  so p le a s e  be as  h o n e s t a s  p o s s ib le  in  

a l l  o f  you r a n s w e rs .

We w i l l  be o b se rv in g  p e o p le  un d er c o n d tio n s  o f  no in t e r f e r e n c e ,  

s l i g h t  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  m odera te  in t e r f e r e n c e  o r  ex trem e i n t e r f e r e n c e .  You 

w i l l  be p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  one o f  th e s e  fo u r  c o n d i t io n s .  Are th e r e  any 

q u e s t io n s  a t  t h i s  p o in t?

B efo re  we b e g in  w ith  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  ex p e rim e n t in v o lv in g  p o te n ­

t i a l  e n v iro n m e n ta l i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  I  w ould l i k e  you b o th  to  ta k e  a t e s t  

w hich m easu res  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y .  A f te r  th e  t e s t  

I  w i l l  t e l l  you how w e ll  you d id  a s  com pared to  a ty p i c a l  (name group 

s u b je c t  w ith  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  b e lo n g s  to ,  exam ple, c o l le g e  g r a d u a te ) .

We w i l l  d is c u s s  th e  r e s u l t s  b r i e f l y ,  any f u r t h e r  q u e s tio n s  w i l l  be 

answ ered  a t  th e  end o f  th e  e x p e rim e n t. Remember, th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e
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t e s t  w i l l  b e  u sed  f o r  r e s e a r c h  p u rp o se s  o n ly  so j u s t  t r y  to  do y o u r b e s t .  

Then we w i l l  p ro c e e d . D uring  th e  in t e r f e r e n c e  ta s k  one o f  you w i l l  

p la y  th e  r o l e  o f  th e  ta s k  ta k e r  and th e  o th e r  th e  o b s e rv e r .

(g iv e  o u t WRIT and p e n c i l  face-dow n)

WRIT I n s t r u c t i o n s

On t h i s  t e s t  you w i l l  work on one page a t  a t im e , s t a r t  when I  

t e l l  you to  s t a r t ,  s to p  when I  t e l l  you to  s to p .  Do n o t tu r n  th e  page 

u n t i l  I  t e l l  you to  do so . The q u e s t io n s  g e t  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t ,  and th e re  

a r e  a  l a r g e  number o f  q u e s t io n s .  You a r e  n o t  e x p e c te d  to  n e c e s s a r i l y  

know o r  com p le te  a l l  th e  p rob lem s in  th e  tim e a llo w e d . Once th e  t e s t  

b e g in s  a sk  no q u e s t io n s .  I f  you a r e  n o t  s u re  o f  an  answ er, choose th e  

one you th in k  i s  c o r r e c t .  Any q u e s t io n s ?  P le a s e  tu r n  th e  t e s t  o v e r .  

W rite  y o u r name in  th e  upper r i g h t  hand c o rn e r .

S u b - te s t  O ne-V ocabu lary . On th e  to p  o f  th e  p ag e  a r e  6 p i c t u r e s .  

D o n 't  be co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  p i c t u r e ,  j u s t  do y o u r b e s t .  

Below th e  p i c tu r e  i s  a l i s t  o f  w o rd s. I f  th e 'w o rd , f o r  exam ple was 

n u r s e ,  you w ould w r i t e  th e  l e t t e r  C n e x t  to  i t  s in c e  th e r e  i s  a  n u rse  

i n  p i c tu r e  C. Now lo o k  a t  th e  sam ple w ord , map . . .  (pause) th e  answ er 

i s  D, th e  p i c tu r e  w ith  th e  map. Do you s e e  th a t?  When I  t e l l  you  to  

b e g in ,  b e g in . B eg in  (g iv e  them one m in u te  on each  s u b - t e s t ,  o r  u n t i l  

th e  f i r s t  s u b je c t  h as  com pleted  a l l  b u t  one ite m ) S top (u se  s to p  w atch  

v i s i b l y ) .

S u b - te s t  Two-Number S e r i e s .  I n  t h i s  ty p e  o f  problem  i f  I  sa y  10, 

9 , 8 , 7, to  c o n t in u e  th e  s e r i e s  you would say  6 , 5 .  So th e  number 

s e r i e s  i s  10 , 9 , 8 , 7 , 6 , 5 . In  th e  sam p le , 1 ,  2, 3 , 4 ,  th e  answ er i s  

. . .  (p a u se )  5 , 6 . Ready? B egin  . . .  S to p .
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S u b - te s t  T h ree -S p ace  S e r i e s .  The f ig u r e s  on th e  l e f t  a r e  in  a 

l o g i c a l  seq u en ce . You a r e  to  choose  th e  f ig u r e  to  th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  

s o l i d  l i n e  t h a t  i s  n e x t  in  th e  s e r i e s .  Look a t  th e  exam ple, each 

c i r c l e  h a s  a  d o t on i t  t h a t  moves i n  a  c lo c k w ise  d i r e c t i o n  around  th e  

edge o f th e  c i r c l e .  You a r e  to  p u t  a  check  u n d er th e  c i r c l e  w hich 

comes n e x t i n  th e  s e r i e s  . . .  (p au se ) H ere th e  c o r r e c t  answ er i s  th e  

second  c i r c l e  w ith  th e  d o t a t  ab o u t th e  11 o ’ c lo c k  p o s i t i o n .  Ready? 

B egin  . . .  S to p .

S u b - te s t  F ou r-S pace  C o m p le tio n . On t h i s  s u b - t e s t  th e r e  i s  a 

f i g u r e  on th e  l e f t  s id e  o f th e  p ag e . T h is  f ig u r e  i s  in s id e  th e  f i r s t  

b o x , w ith  s ix  f ig u r e s  to  th e  r i g h t .  As you can  se e  th e  f i r s t  f ig u r e  

i s  a  s q u a re ,  you a re  to  choose two o r  more f ig u r e s  t h a t  when p u t 

to g e th e r  i n  any way you w ish  w i l l  make up a  s q u a re .  You s e e  h e re  I  

h a v e  a  s q u a re .  When X p u t  to g e th e r  th e s e  two r e c t a n g le s ,  th e y  make up 

a  s q u a re .  So in  th e  sam ple p rob lem  th e  f i r s t  and th e  l a s t  f i g u r e ,  th e  

two r e c ta n g le s  when p u t  to g e th e r  w i l l  make up a  s q u a re .  P la c e  a check  

un d er th e  two r e c t a n g le s .  Ready? B egin  . . .  S to p .

( C o l l e c t  WRIT) I t  w i l l  ta k e  me a  few m in u te s . W hile I  s c o re  

th e  t e s t  p le a s e  re a d  t h i s  p a p e r  d e s c r ib in g  th e  t e s t  and th e  e x p la n a t io n  

o f  th e  r e s u l t s  you w i l l  r e c e iv e .

DO NOT READ

S im ila r  C o n d itio n

T h is  i s  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I 'v e  n e v e r  s e e n  two p e o p le  come o u t 

so  s im i l a r l y  on a b i l i t i e s .  As you can  se e  th e  two o f  you a r e  r e a l l y  

s i m i l a r  on th e  p a t t e r n  o f  a b i l i t i e s .  (Make s u re  th e y  lo o k  a t  each  

o t h e r 's  g rap h s  and t e l l  them th e  s c o r e s ) .



D is s im i la r  C o n d itio n

T h is  i s  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I 'v e  n e v e r  se e n  two p e o p le  come o u t  

so d i f f e r e n t l y .  As you can  s e e  th e  two o f  you a r e  r e a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  on 

th e  p a t t e r n  o f  a b i l i t i e s .  (Make s u re  th e y  lo o k  a t  eac h  o t h e r 's  g rap h s  

and t e l l  them th e  s c o r e s ) .

Task

One o f  you w i l l  s e rv e  as  t a s k  ta k e r  and th e  o th e r  as  o b s e rv e r .

The r o le s  w i l l  be ch o sen  random ly , by means o f  l o t s .  So i f  y o u ' l l  

choose  a  s l i p  o f  p a p e r  we w i l l  s e e  who i s  th e  ta s k  ta k e r  (Draw l o t s ) .

A l l  r i g h t  w i l l  th e  ta s k  ta k e r  p le a s e  s i t  h e re  ( i n d i c a t e  c h a i r  a t  th e  

t a b l e ) .  I  w i l l  be w ith  you in  a moment.

T hat makes you th e  o b s e rv e r ,  w i l l  you p le a s e  s i t  h e re  (make s u re  

th e  c h a i r  i s  a t  r i g h t  and back  p o s i t i o n ) . Your r o le  w i l l  b e  to  w atch  

w hat o c c u rs  d u rin g  th e  n e x t few m in u te s . You w i l l  be  k eep in g  t r a c k  o f  

th e  number o f  c o r r e c t  and in c o r r e c t  re sp o n se s  th e  t a s k  ta k e r  m akes. I

w i l l  be a d m in is te r in g  th e  t e s t  and w i l l  s t a t e  w h e th e r  i t  i s  c o r r e c t  o r

n o t .  Use t h i s  p a p e r  to  re c o rd  each  an sw er. A t th e  same tim e  th in k  

a b o u t why h e  i s  p e rfo rm in g  th e  way he i s .  H is p erfo rm an ce  co u ld  be due 

to  many f a c t o r s  in c lu d in g  h i s  a b i l i t y  on th e  p a r t i c u l a r  ta s k  h e  w i l l  be 

d o in g , th e  en v iro n m en t he i s  w ork ing  in  and th e  th in g s  th a t  a r e  happen­

in g  a round  him such  a s  i n t e r f e r i n g  s t i m u l i ,  my d i r e c t i o n s ,  th e  c o n d i t io n s  

o f  th e  room, th e  p a r t i c u l a r  ta s k  he i s  w ork ing  on and how h a rd  o r  ea sy  i t  

i s  o r  any co m b in a tio n  o f  th e s e  f a c t o r s .  F e e l  f r e e  to  j o t  down any 

o b s e rv a t io n s  you make on th e  p ie c e  o f  p a p e r w here y o u ' l l  be k eep in g  

s c o r e .  Any q u e s tio n s ?

(To ta s k  ta k e r )  You w i l l  be  p e rfo rm in g  an anagram  t a s k .  I  w i l l



p la c e  s ix  l e t t e r s  i n  f r o n t  o f  you and you w i l l  have 20 seconds to

r e a r r a n g e  each  group o f  l e t t e r s  so  t h a t  th e y  make a  m e an in g fu l E n g lis h

w ord. I f  you s o lv e  th e  anagram  w ith in  th e  20 se c o n d s , s t a t e  th e  word 

o u t lo u d  a s  w e ll  a s  h av in g  i t  i n  f r o n t  o f  you. Any q u e s tio n s ?  ( tu r n  

on ta p e )  Ready? B eg in . (A d m in is te r  10 t r i a l s ,  e i t h e r  s u c c e s s  o r  

f a i l u r e  c o n d it io n )

(W hile s ta n d in g  a t  ta p e  r e c o r d e r )  W ill you p le a s e  move y o u r 

c h a i r  up to  th e  ta b le  (o b s e rv e r— n o te  w here l e f t  le g  i s  and m ark i t

down on p ap e r in  la p )  How many o f  th e  anagram s d id  Mr. _______  g e t

c o r r e c t ,  how many in c o r r e c t?  (Mark i t  down on p a p e r)

Now t h a t  you h ave  some im p re s s io n  o f  Mr. ______ * s a b i l i t y  on

t h i s  ty p e  o f ta s k  I  w ould l i k e  you to  choose a  second  ta s k  f o r  Mr. _____ ,

one w hich i s  d i f f i c u l t  enough to  p r e s e n t  a  c h a l le n g e  to  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  

and  y e t  one t h a t  he can  do . So, choose th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  s e t  o f

ta s k s  you th in k  Mr.  w i l l  g e t  c o r r e c t .  As an in c e n t iv e  to  choose

a  ta s k  d i f f i c u l t  enough f o r  Mr. ________ ' s a b i l i t y ,  each  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i ­

c u l ty  w i l l  be p a i r e d  w ith  a n o th e r  m onetary  v a lu e .  I ' l l  e x p la in  t h a t  in

a  m in u te . The ta s k  w i l l  be  a  b lo c k  d e s ig n  ta s k  (show a c a rd )  I  w i l l

g iv e  him  9 b lo c k s  and he w i l l  h ave  to  make t h i s  d e s ig n  o u t o f  them.

So i f  you choose l e v e l  on e , th e  e a s i e s t  t a s k ,  and Mr. _______  g e t s  4 o u t

o f  th e  5 p roblem s c o r r e c t  you w i l l  each  r e c e iv e  $1. A t l e v e l  2 w hich 

i s  s t i l l  easy  b u t s l i g h t l y  more d i f f i c u l t  you w i l l  each  r e c e iv e  $2.

And up to  l e v e l  10, a t  w hich you w i l l  r e c e iv e  $10 each  i f  4 o u t  o f 5

prob lem s a r e  so lv e d  c o r r e c t l y .  The d i f f i c u l t y  o f  th e  anagram  ta s k  was

m ixed , w ith  no f ix e d  l e v e l  so  u se  y o u r own ju d g em en t. W ill you p le a s e

move y o u r c h a i r  so Mr. ________  c a n n o t s e e  w hat l e v e l  you a r e  c h o o s in g .

Choose c a r e f u l l y ,  you w i l l  r e c e iv e  no a d d i t io n a l  money i f  th e  l e v e l  i s
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to o  d i f f i c u l t  and he d o e s n 't  g e t  th e  c o r r e c t  s o lu t io n  to  4 o u t  o f  5 o f  

th e  p ro b lem s. Mark y o u r  c h o ic e  b u t  do n o t  say  a lo u d  w hich you have 

chosen  ( i f  th e y  a sk — no in t e r f e r e n c e  d u r in g  t a s k ) .

B efo re  we move on to  th e  second  t a s k  I  would l i k e  you to  f i l l  o u t

some q u e s t io n n a i r e s .  Do t h i s  q u ic k ly  so  we can  g e t  to  th e  second  s tu d y .  

(A d m in is te r  4 q u e s t io n n a i r e s )  P le a s e  tu r n  you r c h a i r s  w ith  y o u r back s 

to  each  o th e r .

We seem to  be ru n n in g  l a t e ,  I  w onder i f  you w ould mind coming 

b ack  a n o th e r  day . I f  s o ,  p le a s e  s ig n  up on t h i s  s h e e t  and in d i c a t e  i f  

you would l i k e  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  w ith  a  new p a r tn e r  o r  keep  th e  same 

p a r tn e r .  Turn th e  s h e e t  o v e r  and le a v e  i t  in  f r o n t  o f  you.

Okay can you p le a s e  move y o u r c h a i r s  up to  th e  ta b le  so I  can  pay

you and t e l l  you a  l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t th e  e x p e rim e n t.


