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P R E F A C E

T h is  s tud y  i s  l i m i t e d ,  a s  the t i t l e  i n d i c a t e s ,  to an a n a l y s i s  

of  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  m a r k s  and n o t e s  in one  o f  the  

s e v e r a l  c o p i e s  o f  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  that g r a c e d  h i s  l i b r a r y - - s i g n i f i c a n c e  

that i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t r a c i n g  both the m a r k e d  p a s s a g e s  in P a r a d i s e  

L o s t  and W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o m m e n t s  upon t h e m  th ro u g h  h i s  p o e t r y ,  p r o s e ,  

and l e t t e r s  o v e r  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ran ge  o f  h i s  c r e a t i v e  l i f e .  T h e r e  is  

no a t t em p t  in  the e n s u in g  p a g e s  to  a r r i v e  at an a p p r a i s a l  of  M i l to n ' s  

to t a l  in f lu e n c e  on W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t i c  p h i lo s o p h y ,  p u r p o s e s ,  and  

m e t h o d s ;  n o r  i s  t h e r e  any  in ten t  to  o f f s e t  the f in d in gs  o f  th i s  in q u iry  

a g a i n s t  p r e v i o u s  a s s e s s m e n t s  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  u s e  o f  Milton .  Both  

a r e  m a t t e r s  fo r  a m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and d e ta i l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

a l r e a d y  in p r o g r e s s ,  for  w h ic h  the p r e s e n t  s tud y  p r o v i d e s ,  I hope ,  

u s e f u l  and e n c o u r a g in g  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e .

It i s  d i f f i c u l t  to a s s e s s  m y  to ta l  in d e b t e d n e s s  to the n ob le  a r r a y  

o f  s c h o l a r s  and e d i t o r s  of M i l ton  and o f  W o r d s w o r th  to w h o m  I h a v e  

r e p a i r e d  a g a in  and a g a in  o v e r  the y e a r s .  My fo o t n o t e s  and b ib l io g r a p h y  

a r e ,  I a m  c e r t a in ,  on ly  a to k en  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f  a l l  the h e lp  that  I 

h ave  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e m .  It i s  a m u ch  e a s i e r  ta sk  to e x p r e s s  m y  

g r a t i tu d e  to t h o s e  m o r e  d i r e c t l y  in v o lv e d  in t r a in in g  and p r e p a r in g  m e  

fo r  th i s  p i e c e  o f  w o r k .  I want  f i r s t  to  thank P r o f e s s o r  P h y l l i s  B a r t l e t t  

fo r  h e r  w i s e  and p a t ien t  g u id a n c e  throu ghout  the c o u r s e  of  th i s  study:  

it  w a s  h e r  s u g g e s t i o n  that in i t ia te d  m y  in q u ir y  into  M i l to n ' s  in f lu e n c e  

on W o r d s w o r th ,  and it  w a s  h e r  i n t e r c e s s i o n  on m y  b e h a l f  that s e c u r e d  m y  

a c c e s s  to  the W o r d s w o r th  L i b r a r y  at G r a s m e r e  and m a d e  p o s s i b l e  m y



i l l

d i s c o v e r y  o f  the m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s .  I owe o l d e r  debts  o f  g ra t i tu d e  

to P r o f e s s o r  I r e n e  S a m u e l  who taught  m e  how  to r e a d  M i l ton  and  

to P r o f e s s o r  H ox ie  N. F a i r c h i l d  w h o s e  l e c t u r e s  w e r e  the f i r s t  to  op en  

m y  m in d  to a m o r e  a p p r e c i a t i v e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of  W o r d s w o r th .  Of 

g r e a t  h e lp ,  too ,  in  m y  f i r s t  t e n t a t iv e  in v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  M i l to n ' s  in f lu e n c e  

on W o r d s w o r th ,  w e r e  the  w a r m  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  and l e a r n e d  a d v ic e  that  

I r e c e i v e d  f r o m  P r o f e s s o r  R o b e r t  R. C aw ley .  And I a m  happy to take  

th i s  op p o rtu n i ty  to e x p r e s s  d eep  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to  P r o f e s s o r  H e la in e  

N e w s t e a d  for  h e r  t e a c h in g ,  i n t e r e s t ,  a d v i c e ,  and su p p o r t  th rou ghout  

the  s i x  y e a r s  o f  m y  g r a d u a te  s t u d i e s .

I a l s o  thank M i s s  V e r a  F a r n e l l  o f  G r a s m e r e  m o s t  s i n c e r e l y  

fo r  h e r  g r a c i o u s  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  m y  e d u c a t io n  in  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  s c h o o l  

of  N a tu r e  and f o r  h e r  p e r s o n a l  e f f o r t s  to fu l f i l l  m y  m o s t  e a r n e s t  

d e s i r e  at G r a s m e r e ,  a v i e w  o f  one of  the c a t a r a c t s  that haunted  

W o r d s w o r th  l ik e  a p a s s i o n .  I a m  g r a t e f u l  to  the T r u s t e e s  o f  the  

W o r d s w o r t h  L i b r a r y  f o r  t h e i r  p e r m i s s i o n  to u s e  the f a c i l i t i e s  at Dove  

C ottage ,  to Mr. Jonathan W o r d s w o r t h ,  C h a ir m a n  of the B o a r d  o f  

T r u s t e e s ,  w i th  w h o m  I h a v e  c o r r e s p o n d e d  r e g a r d in g  m y  d i s c o v e r y  of  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s  and m y  u s e  o f  th is  m a n u s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l  

in th is  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  and to M i s s  N e s t a  C lut terb uck ,  l i b r a r i a n  at Dove  

Cottage ,  f o r  h e r  g e n e r o u s  c o o p e r a t i o n  and a s s i s t a n c e  during  m y  s ta y  

at G r a s m e r e  and in our c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  during  the y e a r s  that f o l l o w e d .

E. N.

N e w  Y ork ,  A p r i l  1966
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I

INT R O D U C T IO N

T w o  y e a r s  ago  I u n d e r to o k  a d e t a i l e d  s tud y  of  M i l to n ' s  i n f l u ­

e n c e  on W o r d s w o r t h  b e c a u s e  it s e e m e d  to m e  that t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  the  n u m e r o u s  M i l to n ic  e c h o e s  in  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y  

than v e r b a l  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  u n c o n s c i o u s  r e c a l l ,  o r  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  M i l to n ' s  

d ic t io n  c o u ld  e x p la in .  I w a s  c o n v in c e d  that W o r d s w o r t h ' s  u s e  of  

M il to n ' s  l a n g u a g e  r e p r e s e n t e d  in t e n t io n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  to  M i l t o n ' s  i d e a s ,  

but I r e c o g n i z e d  that  I w ou ld  r e q u ir e  m o r e  c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e  than m y  

own i n s i g h t s  to  p e r s u a d e  the a d m i r e r s  o f  W o r d s w o r t h  w ho  do not  s h a r e  

h is  v i e w s  of  M i l to n  that  th i s  point  o f  v i e w  w a s  m o r e  than w is h fu l  c o n ­

j e c t u r e .  I n e e d e d  in  a s e n s e  to  p e e r  o v e r  the s h o u l d e r  of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  

thought  a s  he  w a s  in  the  a c t  of  r ea d in g  M ilton ,  to e a v e s d r o p  on the  

p r o c e s s  by w h ich  s o  m a n y  of  M i l to n ' s  l i n e s  found t h e i r  w a y  into  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y .  If W o r d s w o r th  cou ld  c i t e  M i l to n ' s  a u t h o r i ty  to  

su p p o r t  h i s  own t h e o r i e s  o f  p r o s o d y  and d e c l a r e  with s u c h  s t a r t l in g  

c o n f id e n c e  that he  w as  " s u r e  M i l ton  would  h a v e  supp orted "  h i m  in h is  

opinions,* w a s  it not e q u a l ly  p o s s i b l e  that M i l to n ' s  i d e a s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  

p o e t i c  t e c h n i q u e s ,  w e r e  a point of  d e p a r t u r e  fo r  h i s  own?

The l ik e l i h o o d  of f inding s u c h  s p e c i f i c  e v i d e n c e  w a s  not  

p r o m i s i n g .  U n l ik e  C o l e r i d g e  and H a z l i t t ,  W o r d s w o r th  d e l i v e r e d  no  

l e c t u r e s  nor  did he  w r i t e  any c r i t i c a l  e s s a y s  on M ilton .  E x c e p t  for  

o c c a s i o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a d m i r a t i o n  o r  c i t a t io n s  of M i l to n ' s  a u th o r i ty  

on q u e s t io n s  o f  p o e t i c  p r a c t i c e ,  w e  have  s u r p r i s i n g l y  l i t t l e  f r o m  the  

" b e s t  knower" of M il ton ,  a s  L a m b  c a l l e d  h i m ,  that w ould  in d ic a t e  the  

n a tu r e  of  h i s  k n o w led g e  o r  h i s  a tt i tude  t o w a r d  it .  N or  h a s  anyone
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r e c o r d e d  that he  e n r i c h e d  h i s  v o l u m e s  of M i l t o n ' s  p o e t r y  w i th  the  kind  

of  m a r g i n a l  n o t e s  for  w h ic h  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  C o l e r i d g e ' s  r e a d e r s ,  b e ­

g inn ing  with  L a m b  and De Q u in cey ,  h a v e  b e e n  so  g r a t e f u l .  The  e v i d e n c e ,  

by De Q u i n c e y ' s  w ord ,  i s  r a t h e r  to the  c o n t r a r y .  W o r d s w o r th ,  he  t e l l s  

u s ,  " r a r e l y ,  in d ee d ,  w r o t e  on the m a r g i n  of  b o o k s ;  and, w h e n  he did,  

nothing c o u ld  l e s s  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s u p e r i o r i t y . "  In fac t ,

"the c o m m e n t s  w e r e  s u c h  as  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  by  anybody.  " What  

l i t t l e  t h e r e  a r e  of  m a r g i n a l  n o t e s  by W o r d s w o r th  a r e  " d i s a p p o in t in g ,"  

fo r  W o r d s w o r th  "thought o f  nothing but d e l i v e r i n g  h i m s e l f  of a s t r o n g  

f e e l i n g ,  with w h ich  he  w i s h e s  to c h a l l e n g e  the r e a d e r ' s  sy m p a th y .

A s  s tu b b o r n  a s  I a m  c u r i o u s  and r e j e c t in g  a l l  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  

e v e n  if  it c a m e  f r o m  an i n t im a t e  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s ,  I v i s i t e d  the  Dove  

Cottage  L i b r a r y  in G r a s m e r e  in  the s u m m e r  of 1963 in  q u e s t  of the  

u n l ik e ly :  m a r g i n a l  n o t e s  by W o r d s w o r t h  in  the  v o l u m e s  o f  M i l to n ' s  

p o e t r y  that  W o r d s w o r th  w a s  known to h a v e  p o s s e s s e d .  The l i b r a r i a n  

v e r y  k indly  put at m y  d i s p o s a l  the v o l u m e s  in  the Dove  Cottage  

c o l l e c t i o n :  a copy  of  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  p u b l i s h e d  in 1763 f r o m  the  tex t  of

T h o m a s  N ew ton ,  ow n ed  by  W o r d s w o r th  in h is  C a m b r id g e  d a y s  and c o n ­

ta in ing  a f r a g m e n t  of  a p o e m  on M il ton  w r i t t e n  by  W o r d s w o r th  during  

that  p er io d ;  the f i r s t  e d i t io n  o f  P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,  A P o e m  in T e n  B o o k s , 

p r e s e n t e d  to W o r d s w o r th  by S a m u e l  R o g e r s  on " N o v r .  13. 182-"  with  

the in s c r i p t io n :  "My d e a r  W o r d s w o r th ,  P r a y  a c c e p t  th is  l i t t l e  v o l u m e ,

one  o f  the m o s t  p r e c i o u s  that I can  g iv e  o r  you  r e c e i v e .  It w i l l  a c q u ir e  

a n ew  v a lu e  by b e c o m i n g  y o u r s" ;  and C h a r le s  L a m b ' s  g if t  of a f i r s t  

e d i t io n  of  P a r a d i s e  R e g a i n e d  i n s c r i b e d  " T o  the b e s t  k n o w e r  of M il ton ,  

and t h e r e f o r e  the w o r t h i e s t  occu p a n t  of  th i s  p l e a s a n t  E d i t i o n ."
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A s e v e r a l  d a y s '  p a g e - b y - p a g e  s e a r c h  tu rn ed  up not a w o rd ,

m a r k ,  or  s i g n  that W o r d s w o r t h ' s  h an ds  had h e ld  t h e s e  v o l u m e s ,  h i s

e y e s  had p a s s e d  o v e r  t h e i r  p r in t ,  h i s  m in d  had p a u s e d  and p o n d e r e d

o v e r  t h e i r  c o n te n t s .  C o n so l ing  m y s e l f  w ith  the thought  that no one  can

t r u ly  s a y  that he  h a s  e n t e r e d  into  the  s p i r i t  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y

unti l  he h a s  g a z e d  lo n g  and m e d i t a t i v e l y  on h i s  n a t ive  m o u n t a in s ,  1

s p e n t  s e v e r a l  d a y s  in  p l e a s u r a b l e  s tud y  of th i s  kind. F o u r  d ays  b e f o r e

m y  s c h e d u l e d  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  G r a s m e r e  I v i s i t e d  the W o r d sw o r th

M u s e u m  to p ay  m y  r e s p e c t s  to  the W o r d s w o r th  m e m o r a b i l i a  on v i e w

t h e r e .  A s  I p a s s e d  f r o m  g l a s s  c a s e  to g l a s s  c a s e ,  p o r in g  o v e r  l e t t e r s

and p e r s o n a l  i t e m s ,  m y  e y e  f e l l  on an open v o l u m e  on the f l y l e a f  of

w h ic h  w e r e  the fo l l o w in g  i n s c r i p t i o n s :

T h is  b ook  w a s  bound by m y  B r o t h e r  H e n r y  i t s  c o v e r  w a s  the  
s k in  of  s o m e  f a v o u r i t e  A n i m a l  w h ic h  he  had d r e s s e d .  I f o r g e t  
fu r t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s .  M. W. R yda l  Mount Oct.  7th - 1850.

It w a s  a l s o  m u c h  rea d  and r e f e r r e d  to  by m y  F a t h e r  - W. W o r d sw o r th .

T he  t i t l e  p a g e  r e v e a l e d  it  to be the s e c o n d  e d i t io n  of P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,

p u b l i s h e d  in t w e l v e  b ook s  in 1674,  and b o r e  the s i g n a t u r e  o f  W i l l i a m

W o r d sw o r th .

In a s t a t e  of  h op efu l  e x c i t e m e n t  I h u r r i e d  a c r o s s  the road to 

the  D o v e  Cottage  L i b r a r y  to  inq u ire  w h e t h e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s  cou ld  be  

m a d e  to r e m o v e  the v o lu m e  f r o m  the l o c k e d  g l a s s  c a s e  and to  m a k e  it 

a v a i l a b l e  fo r  m y  e x a m in a t io n .  On the fo l lo w in g  day  the  cop y  of P a r a d i s e  

L o s t , "m u ch  r ea d  and r e f e r r e d  to" by W o r d sw o r th ,  w a s  at m y  d i s p o s a l .

I s c o u t e d  s o m e  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p a g e s  w ith  l i t t l e  enough e n c o u r a g e m e n t  

a long  the way; an x  at I, 194, an  a s t e r i s k  in I. 592,  an u n d er l in in g  

of  I. 6 1 0 - 6 1 3 ,  a n o t h e r  x  at the  end o f  II. 4 8 8 .  Suddenly ,  on the turn of
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a p a g e ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  the f i r s t  p r o m i s i n g  s ig n  o f  a s u c c e s s f u l  

c o n c l u s i o n  to m y  s e a r c h ;  an x  at the end  o f  III. 524 on  the s e v e n t y - s i x t h  

page  and on an i n t e r l e a f  b e t w e e n  pp. 7 6 - 7 7  the kind o f  b r i e f  c o m m e n t  

that De Q u in cey  d e s c r i b e s .

In a l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  th i r t y  m a r k i n g s  s p r e a d  th rou gh  a l l  t w e l v e  

b o o k s  o f  P a r a d i s e  L o s t .  Of t h e s e ,  t h i r t e e n  a r e  fo l l o w e d  by  i n t e r l e a v e d  

c o m m e n t s  of v a r y in g  len g th ,  one by  a t w o - w o r d  m a r g i n a l  n o te .  T he  

i n t e r l e a v e s  w e r e  i n s e r t e d ,  p r e s u m a b l y ,  at the t i m e  that  M a ry  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  b r o t h e r ,  H e n r y  H u tch in so n ,  reb ound  the v o lu m e .  The  

m a r k i n g s  a r e  o f  t h r e e  kinds: s i n g l e  l i n e s  m a r k e d  off  by x ,  of  w h ich

t h e r e  a r e  t w e n t y - s i x ;  tw o  i n s t a n c e s  of u n d e r l in in g ,  one a g r o u p  of fou r  

l i n e s ,  the o t h e r  of  t h r e e  w o r d s ;  an a s t e r i s k  in one l ine;  a d ia g o n a l  at  

the end of  a n o th er .

My f i r s t  r e a c t i o n s  w e r e  tw o - fo ld :  e x c i t e m e n t  at f inding new

m a n u s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l  by  W ordsw orth ;  d i s a p p o in t m e n t  o v e r  the  p a u c i t y  

of c o m m e n t  on a "m u ch  read" m a s t e r p i e c e .  S e v e r a l  m o n th s  of r e s e a r c h  

p r o v e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that th is  d i s a p p o in t m e n t  w a s  u n w a rr a n te d .  The  d i s ­

c o v e r y  of the m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s  w a s  but the p r e l u d e  to  an e v e n  g r e a t e r  

a d v e n t u r e  of d i s c o v e r y  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y ,  p r o s e ,  and l e t t e r s .

U s in g  the m a r k e d  l i n e s  and the s e q u e n c e s  o f  w hich  th ey  a r e  a part  a s  a 

gu id e ,  I found p a s s a g e s  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y  that r e f l e c t  not on ly  the  

l i n e s  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  but W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o m m e n t  upon t h e m  as  w e l l .

B e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  to  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  the m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s ,  

s o m e  p r e f a t o r y  r e m a r k s  on t h e i r  a u t h e n t ic i ty  and m y  m e th o d  in  

handl ing  t h e m  s e e m  n e c e s s a r y .  I a m  no h an dw r i t in g  e x p e r t  and, w h i le  

the c o m p a r i s o n s  I m a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  m a n u s c r i p t s  and o t h e r s  at the  

D o v e  Cottage L i b r a r y  sh o w e d  the s a m e  e x e c r a b l e  c a l l i g r a p h y  that the
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W o r d s w o r t h  l e t t e r s  s o  d e p l o r e ,  I w o u ld  not p r e s u m e  to p a s s  ju d g m e n t  

on the b a s i s  of  m y  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  T h e  p r in c ip a l  p r o o f  w i l l  c o m e  f r o m  

the  e v i d e n c e  W o r d s w o r t h  h i m s e l f  p r o v i d e s  in  h i s  p o e tr y .

With r e g a r d  to  m e th o d ,  it  d o e s  not s e e m  p r o f i t a b le  to dea l  

w ith  the m a r k i n g s  and c o m m e n t s  in the o r d e r  of t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  s i n c e  

th ey  s e e m  to  fa l l  into  d e f in ed  g r o u p in g s  by  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  s o  that a 

s e r i a t i m  h an d l in g  would  in v o l v e  i n e x c u s a b l e  r e p e t i t i o n  and c o m p l i c a t e d  

c r o s s - r e f e r e n c i n g . ^  T h e r e  a r e ,  for  i n s t a n c e ,  n ine  m a r k s  s c a t t e r e d  

th rou gh  the f i r s t  t en  book s  of P a r a d i s e  L o s t  that c o n c e r n  Satan o r  h i s  

f o l l o w e r s ,  on fo u r  o f  w h ic h  t h e r e  a r e  m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s .  T h e r e  a re  

tw o  m a r k s  that r e f e r  to N i m r o d ,  one o f  w h ic h  (without c o m m e n t )  s e e m s  

r e l a t e d  to  the m o r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  the Satan  p a s s a g e s  and is  b e s t  d i s ­

c u s s e d  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th em ;  the o t h e r  (with c o m m e n t )  r a i s e s  the  

q u e s t io n  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  fo r  h u m a n  s u f f e r i n g  and w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  with  

m o r e  p e r t i n e n c e  a long  w ith  o t h e r  m a r k e d  p a s s a g e s  that a r e  of  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  to W o r d s w o r t h ' s  d o c t r in e  of im a g i n a t i o n  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  

l o v e .  T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  g rou p  that  g r o w s  out o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  t h e o r i e s  

on p o e t i c  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  p o e t i c  r e a l i s m ,  and p o e t i c  d ic t io n ,  a s  e x ­

p r e s s e d  in the P r e f a c e s  of 1800 and 1815. And s t i l l  an o th er  group  d e a l s  

with  t e c h n i c a l  and s c h o l a r l y  m a t t e r s .

It s h o u ld  be  c l e a r  f r o m  th is  m e t h o d  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  that m y  

e m p h a s i s  w i l l  fa l l  on  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  a b s o r p t i o n  and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  

M il to n ' s  thought  r a t h e r  than on the v e r b a l  in d e b t e d n e s s  to w h ich  R a y m o n d  

D e x t e r  H a v e n s  g i v e s  su ch  e m p h a s i s :

. . . h i s  v e r y  r e s e m b l a n c e  to M i l to n  w ou ld  h a v e  b l in d ed  h i m
to h i s  i n d e b t e d n e s s ,  f o r  it  i s  h a r d  to r e a l i z e  h o w  m u c h  one  
o w e s  to  a l i f e lo n g  f r i e n d  o f  s i m i l a r  v i e w s  but g r e a t e r  p o w e r s .
T o  be  s u r e ,  though he  m a y  not h a v e  known how n u m e r o u s
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th e y  w e r e ,  h e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  o f  the  m a n y  p h r a s e s  
and o f  s o m e  of  the m o r e  u n u su a l  w o r d s  that h e  b o r r o w e d ;  
but s u c h  th in g s  would  not h a v e  t r o u b l e d  h im .  He r e g a r d e d  
M il t o n ' s  a u th o r i ty  a s  s u p r e m e ,  at  l e a s t  in d ic t io n ,  and  
a c c o r d i n g l y  m a y  h a v e  thought  that b o r r o w i n g  f r o m  h i m  
w a s  l i k e  tak ing  w o r d s  f r o m  the d i c t i o n a r y .  The  
s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  h i s  own e x a l t e d ,  o ro tu n d  p a s s a g e s  and  
t h o s e  o f  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  he  u n doub ted ly  f e l t  and fe l t  w ith  
p r i d e .  ^

T h i s  i s  not to  s a y  that I w i l l  i g n o r e  v e r b a l  in d e b t e d n e s s ;  I w i l l  g iv e  it

v e r y  c a r e f u l  e x a m in a t io n ,  but in  the  m a n n e r  and f o r  the p u r p o s e s  that

W o r d s w o r t h  h i m s e l f  r e c o m m e n d e d  to W a l te r  Scott  who,  in  1805, w a s

p r e p a r i n g  an e d i t io n  of Dryden:

A c o r r e c t  t e x t  i s  the f i r s t  o b j e c t  of an ed i to r ;  th en  s u c h  
n o t e s  a s  e x p la in  d i f f i c u l t  o r  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  p a s s a g e s ,  or  
th ro w  l igh t  upon th em ;  and l a s t l y ,  w h ic h  i s  o f  m u c h  l e s s  
i m p o r t a n c e ,  n o t e s  po in t in g  out p a s s a g e s  o r  a u t h o r s  to 
w h ic h  the P o e t  h a s  b e e n  in d eb ted ,  not in  the p id d l in g  
w a y  o f  a p h r a s e  h e r e  and p h r a s e  t h e r e  (w hich  i s  d e t e s t a b l e  
a s  a g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e ) ,  but w h e r e  the  P o e t  h a s  r e a l l y  had  
e s s e n t i a l  o b l i g a t io n s  a s  to  m a t t e r  o r  m a n n e r .  7

T he  e v i d e n c e  a d d u c ed  by  th i s  s tu d y  w i l l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  ru le  out  

H a v e n s '  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  that W o r d s w o r t h  w a s  " a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  

u n c o n s c i o u s  o f  the  e x te n t  to  w h ic h  M i l to n  in f lu e n c e d  h i m .  E v e n  

w ithout  the  e v i d e n c e  o f  the m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s ,  what w e  know o f  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p r o d ig i o u s  p o e t i c  m e m o r y  m a k e s  su c h  an a s s u m p t i o n  

doubtful.  We know that a s  a b o y  h e  cou ld  r e p e a t  by  h e a r t  l a r g e  p o r t io n s  

of S h a k e s p e a r e ,  M il ton ,  and S p e n s e r .   ̂ W o r d s w o r th  h i m s e l f  t e l l s  us  

that he p l a y e d  l i t e r a r y  g a m e s  w ith  h i s  p o e t i c  m e m o r y ,  and he  r e c o m ­

m e n d s  h i s  " p r a c t ic e "  to h i s  r e a d e r s .  In a note  p r e f i x e d  to  "T he  sun  

h a s  lon g  b e e n  s e t , "  in  the e d i t io n  of  1835, he e x p la in s  that "not a word"  

of  th i s  p o e m  " is  o r ig in a l" :

. . . it i s  s i m p l y  a fine  s t a n z a  o f  A k e n s i d e ,  c o n n e c t e d
with  a s t i l l  f i n e r  f r o m  B e a t t i e ,  by  a c o u p le t  of T h o m s o n .
T h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  in  w h ic h  the author  s o m e t i m e s  i n d u l g e s ,
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o f  l in k in g  t o g e t h e r ,  in  h i s  own m in d ,  f a v o u r i t e  p a s s a g e s  
f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  a u t h o r s ,  s e e m s  in  i t s e l f  u n o b je c t io n a b le :  
but,  a s  the  p u b l i s h in g  su ch  c o m p i l a t i o n s  m ig h t  l e a d  to 
c o n fu s io n  in l i t e r a t u r e ,  he  s h o u ld  d e e m  h i m s e l f  
i n e x c u s a b l e  in  g iv in g  th is  s p e c i m e n ,  w e r e  i t  not f r o m  
a hope  that it  m i g h t  op en  to  o t h e r s  a h a r m l e s s  s o u r c e  
of p r i v a t e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  10

( I ta l i c s  W. 1 s )

W o r d s w o r t h  a g a in  c a l l s  a t t e n t io n  to h i s  u n u su a l  p o e t i c  m e m o r y

in a p e n c i l l e d  c o m m e n t  in B a r r o n  F i e l d ' s  u n p u b l i sh e d  " M e m o i r s  of  the

L i fe  and of the  P o e t r y  of W i l l i a m  W o r d s w o r th .  " F i e l d  had quoted

H a z l i t t ' s  c o m p la i n t  in  T he  S p ir i t  of the A g e  that  it  w a s  " m o r t i f y in g  to

h ear"  W o r d s w o r th  " s p e a k  of P o p e  and D r y d e n  w h o m ,  b e c a u s e  th ey  h a v e

b e e n  s u p p o s e d  to h a v e  a l l  the e x c e l l e n c e s  o f  p o e t r y ,  he w i l l  a l l o w  to

h a v e  non e .  W o r d s w o r t h  r e p l i e s :

I h a v e  t e n  t i m e s  the  k n o w led g e  of  P o p e ' s  w r i t i n g s  & of  
D r y d e n ' s  a l s o  that  e v e r  th i s  w r i t e r  h a d - - t o  t h i s  day I 
b e l i e v e  I cou ld  r e p e a t  with  a l i t t l e  p r e v i o u s  r u m a g in g  
of m y  m e m o r y  s e v e r a l  1000 l i n e s  o f  P o p e - - B u t  i f  the  
b e a u t i fu l  the  p a t h e t i c  & the s u b l i m e  be  what  a p oe t  
s h o u ld  c h i e f l y  a i m  at how a b s u r d  i s  it  to  p l a c e  t h o s e  
m e n  a m o n g  the 1s t  P o e t s  of t h e i r  C o u n t r y - - a d m i r a b l e  
a r e  th ey  in  t r e a d in g  t h e i r  w a y  but that w a y  l i e s  a l m o s t  
at  the foo t  of P a r n a s s u s ,  12

S u r e l y  w e  h a v e  r e a s o n  to e x p e c t  f r o m  M i l to n ' s  " b e s t  know er"  

an e v e n  r e a d i e r  and m o r e  c o n s c i o u s  r e c a l l  o f  th o u s a n d s  of h i s  l i n e s .

The m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  in th i s  s tudy  w i l l  c o n f i r m  t h e s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s .

We w i l l ,  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  s e e  W o r d s w o r th  p la y in g  h i s  l i t e r a r y  

g a m e  in  e a r n e s t  in  s o m e  o f  h i s  m o s t  s e r i o u s  p o e t r y .  We w i l l  f ind  h i m  

m a k in g  a v a r i e t y  of c o m b in a t io n s  of the  fo l l o w i n g  e l e m e n t s :  the m a r k e d  

l i n e s  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t ;  o th e r  l i n e s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  r e l a t e d  by  su b j ec t  

but not n o ted  in the m a r k s  and c o m m e n t s ;  the i d e a s  e x p r e s s e d  in  the  

m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s ;  l i n e s  f r o m  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  ow n p r e v i o u s l y  w r i t t e n  

p o e t r y  that a l s o  h a v e  a t h e m a t i c  r e l a t i o n  to  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  and h i s
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c o m m e n t a r y .  We w i l l  w a tch  W o r d s w o r th  in  the a c t  of  c o r r e c t i n g  or  

i m p r o v i n g  upon M ilton  w i th in  the f r a m e w o r k  of  h i s  own c o m m e n t s ,  at  

o th e r  t i m e s  r e v e r s i n g  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  M i l ton  in  h is  own p o e t i c  p r a c t i c e ,  

and in  s o m e  c a s e s  u s in g  M i l to n ' s  thought  a s  the b a s i s  for  d e v e lo p in g  a 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  po int  o f  v i e w  that we h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  to be  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

and p e c u l i a r l y  W o r d s w o r th ia n .  What w i l l  a l s o  c o m e  c l e a r  i s  that  

M il to n ' s  in f lu e n c e  w a s  not c o n f in ed  to  any  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  and that  i t s  

range  e x t e n d s  f r o m  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  e a r l i e s t  p r o d u c t io n s  to h i s  l a t e s t  

m a n u s c r i p t s .  It is  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  to h a z a r d  a g u e s s  a s  to when  

the  m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s  w e r e  w r i t t e n  f o r  a n u m b e r  o f  r e a s o n s :  I h a v e  had

no s u c c e s s  in running down the date  w h e n  W o r d s w o r th  a c q u i r e d  t h i s  copy  

of  P a r a d i s e  L o s t ; a l th ough  h i s  s o n  t e l l s  us  that he  o f ten  r e s o r t e d  to  th is

v o l u m e ,  he  d o e s  not in d ic a te  the y e a r s  w h e n  he did so;  n o r  have  I found  

any  e v i d e n c e  in the W o r d s w o r th  l e t t e r s  as  to the date  w h e n  H e n r y  

H u tch in so n  rebound the v o lu m e .  A n a l y s i s  by  an e x p e r t  o f  the p a p e r  u s e d  

for  the  i n t e r l e a v e s  c o u ld  p e r h a p s  d e t e r m i n e  the e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  dat ing  

fo r  the m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  it  cannot  be  a s s u m e d  that the c o m m e n t s  

w e r e  w r i t t e n  during any  one read in g  of the p o e m  b e c a u s e  the id e a s  that  

th e y  e x p r e s s  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  in  p o e t r y  w r i t t e n  a s  e a r l y  a s  1791. It i s  ju s t  

a s  l ik e ly ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that the p o e t i c  r e f l e c t i o n s  p r e c e d e d  the c o m m e n t ,  

a s  the o th er  way  round.

I h o p e ,  in what  f o l l o w s ,  that I h a v e  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  

a d v ic e  to  H e n r y  T a y l o r  on the p r o p e r  m e th o d  for  d e t e r m i n i n g  the  

" c o n s c i o u s  ob l ig a t io n s"  of  one  p o e t  to  another;

. . . the su b jec t  h a s  t h r e e  b r a n c h e s  - - a c c i d e n t a l  c o i n c i d e n c e s
without  any  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  of the s u b s e q u e n t  author; u n c o n ­
s c i o u s  im i t a t io n s ;  and d e l i b e r a t e  c o n s c i o u s  o b l i g a t io n s .
The c a s e s  a r e  n u m e r o u s  in  w h ic h  it  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  to



d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e s e  by anything i n h e r e n t  in the r e s e m b l i n g  
p a s s a g e ,  but e x t e r n a l  a id  m a y  be  c a l l e d  in with advantag  
w h e r e  we happen  to know the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  an au th or  
l i f e ,  and the d i r e c t i o n  o f  h i s  s t u d i e s .  13
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II

T H E P O E T 'S  PR O V IN C E

1. N a tu ra l  v s .  S u p ern a tu ra l  

Of p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t  to the s tu d en t  of  W o r d s w o r th  a r e  the  

c o m m e n t s  on P a r a d i s e  L o s t  that r e f l e c t  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t i c  

t h e o r i e s  and p r a c t i c e .  C en tra l  to both w a s  h is  d e s i r e  to  " k e e p  the  

R e a d e r  in the c o m p a n y  of  f l e s h  and b lood ,  and h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  that  

"the I m a g in a t io n  not on ly  d o e s  not r e q u i r e  fo r  i t s  e x e r c i s e  the i n t e r ­

v e n t io n  of  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a g e n c y ,  but that, though s u c h  a g e n c y  be  

e x c l u d e d ,  the f a c u l t y  m a y  be  c a l l e u  fo r th  a s  i m p e r i o u s l y ,  and for  

k in d r ed  r e s u l t s  o f  p l e a s u r e ,  by in c id e n t s  w ith in  the c o m p a s s  of  

p o e t i c  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  in  the  h u m b l e s t  d e p a r t m e n t s  of  d a i ly  l i f e .  " We 

shou ld  e x p e c t  that W o r d s w o r t h  cou ld  r e s t  con ten t  with the v a l i d i t y  of  

h i s  a r g u m e n t  o n ly  i f  he  cou ld  p r o v e  it by  o r  a g a i n s t  the au th o r i ty  of  

M ilton .  In the o p in io n  of  m a n y  r e a d e r s ,  it  i s  p r e c i s e l y  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  

a t t e m p t  to  a s s e r t  the s u b l i m i t y  o f  the na tu ra l  and the f a m i l i a r ,  a g a i n s t  

the  s u b l i m i t y  o f  the s u p e r n a t u r a l  and the e x o t i c ,  that W o r d sw o r th  i s  so  

r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  M il ton .  The  f i r s t  of the m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s  on 

th i s  s u b j e c t  s e e m s  to c o n f i r m  th is  i m p r e s s i o n ;  but W o r d s w o r t h ' s  

p r a c t i c e ,  w e  w i l l  f ind,  l e a v e s  m u c h  in doubt.

In B ook III of P a r a d i s e  L o s t , W o r d s w o r th  m a r k s  one l in e  (548)  

to w a r d  the c o n c l u s i o n  of a long p a s s a g e  ( 5 0 1 - 5 5 1 )  that c o m p a r e s  the  

v i e w  of the n e w l y - c r e a t e d  w o r ld  that g r e e t s  Satan on h is  e m e r g e n c e  f r o m
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C h a o s  to o th er  "renown'd"  p r o s p e c t s :

A s  w hen  a Scout  
T h ro u g h  dark and d e s e r t  w a y s  w ith  p e r i l  gone  
A l l  night; at l a s t  by  b r e a k  of  c h e e r f u l  dawn  
Obtains  the b r o w  o f  s o m e  h i g h - c l i m b i n g  H i l l ,
Which to h i s  e y e  d i s c o v e r s  u n a w a re
T he  go o d ly  p r o s p e c t  of s o m e  f o r e i g n  land  x
F i r s t  s e e n ,  or  s o m e  r e n o w n 'd  M e t r o p o l i s  
With g l i s t e r i n g  S p i r e s  and P i n n a c l e s  a d o r n 'd ,
Which now the R i s i n g  Sun g i ld s  w ith  h i s  b e a m s .

( 5 4 3 - 5 5 1 )  4

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o m m e n t  e m b r a c e s  the e n t i r e  s e q u e n c e  (501 -551):

T h i s  part  o f  the p i c t u r e  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  
i m p r o v e d  by  < th e  delineation;*^* a s i m p l e  i n t r o ­
d u ct io n  of s o m e  o f  the m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  ru ra l  
i m a g e s  of  an e x t e n s i v e  p r o s p e c t  v i e w e d  at 
d a y b r e a k  s u c h  a s  H a m l e t s ,  c o t t a g e s  6c w o o d s ,  
with  r e a c h e s  o f  a r i v e r  fee. < p e e r i n g >  d is p la y in g  
t h e m s e l v e s  h e r e  6c t h e r e  th ru  the m o r n in g  vapou r.
T he  l a s t  t h r e e  v e r s e s  a r e  in i m i t a b l y  p i c t u r e s q u e .
It h as  b e e n  s a i d  o f  p o e t s  a s  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  
p r a i s e  that  t h e y  e x h a u s t e d  w o r l d s  and then  
im a g i n e d  n e w ,  that e x i s t e n c e  s a w  t h e m  sp u r n  h e r  
b ou nded  r e ig n  6c c.  But  how  m u ch  of the m o s t  
v a lu a b le  p a r t  of  the p o e t ' s  p r o v i n c e  < c o n s i s t s  
in> how  m u ch  o f  the r ea l  e x c e l l e n c e  of I m a g i n a ­
t ion  c o n s i s t s  in  the c a p a c i t y  of e x p lo r in g  
< e x i s t i n g > the w o r ld  r e a l l y  e x i s t i n g  6c 
t h e n c e  s e l e c t i n g  o b j e c t s  b e a u t i fu l  o r  grand  
as  the  o c c a s i o n  m a y  r e q u i r e .  Who is  th e r e  
that d o e s  not p e r u s e  th i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of so  
f a m i l i a r  an a p p e a r a n c e  w ith  fa r  m o r e  p l e a s u r e  
than the p r e c e d i n g  a c co u n t  of  the s e a  o f  J a s p e r  
< a n d >  o r  l iq u id  p e a r l ,  the p a l a c e  ga te  i m b e l -  
l i s h e d  with  d ia m o n d  and with  g o ld ,  or  the  
g o ld e n  s t a i r s  w h ich  w e r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  l e t  down  
f r o m  h e a v e n .  6

T he  " p r e c e d i n g  account"  b e a r s  quoting b e c a u s e  it ,  as  w e l l  a s

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c r i t i c i s m  of  it ,  w i l l  tu rn  up in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  own

p oetry :

far  d is ta n t  he  d e s c r i e s  
A s c e n d i n g  by d e g r e e s  m a g n i f i c e n t
Up to  the  w a l l  o f  H e a v e n  a S t r u c t u r e  h igh ,
At top w h e r e o f ,  but fa r  m o r e  r i c h  a p p e a r 'd  
T he w o r k  a s  o f  a K in g ly  P a l a c e  Gate  
With F r o n t i s p i e c e  of D ia m o n d  and Gold
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I m b e l l i s h t ;  th ick  with  s p a r k l in g  o r i e n t  G e m s  
T h e  P o r t a l  s h o n e ,  in i m i t a b l e  on E a r t h  
By M o d e l ,  or  by sh ad in g  P e n c i l  draw n.
The S t a i r s  w e r e  s u c h  a s  w h e r e o n  J a co b  saw  
A n g e l s  a s c e n d i n g  and d e s c e n d i n g ,  hands  
Of G u a r d ia n s  b r ig h t  . . . .

E a c h  Sta ir  m y s t e r i o u s l y  w a s  m e a n t ,  n or  s to o d  
T h e r e  a l w a y s ,  but draw n  up to  H e a v 'n  s o m e t i m e s  
V i e w l e s s ,  and u n d ern ea th  a b r ig h t  Sea  f lo w 'd  
Of J a s p e r ,  o r  o f  l iq u id  P e a r l  . . . .

( 5 0 1 - 5 1 9 )

A s  w e  e x a m i n e  the p a s s a g e s  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y  that s e e m

to have  o r i g i n a t e d  f r o m  th is  s e q u e n c e  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  and f r o m  the

i d e a s  that it e n g e n d e r e d  in  W o r d s w o r t h ,  w e  w i l l  f ind m o r e  than o n c e

that  the c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t i c  t h e o r i e s  and h is  p o e t i c

i n s t i n c t s  and p r e d i l e c t i o n s  i s  n e v e r  quite  at r e s t .

T h e  e a r l i e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c l a i m  a g a in s t

M i l ton  o c c u r s  in  An E v en in g  W a lk . It i s  a l e n g t h y  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  "an

e x t e n s i v e  p r o s p e c t "  in the L a k e  Country , and co n ta in s  a l l  the

in g r e d i e n t s  p r e s c r i b e d  in the m a n u s c r i p t  note: " i n t e r e s t i n g  r u r a l

i m a g e s " ;  " H a m l e t s ,  c o t t a g e s  & w o o d s ,  w ith  r e a c h e s  of a r i v e r  . . .

< p ee r in g > "  or  " d i sp la y in g  t h e m s e l v e s  h e r e  & t h e r e  th ru  . . . vapour"

or shadow; " o b j e c t s  beaut i fu l  o r  grand" s e l e c t e d  f r o m  "the w o r ld

r e a l l y  e x i s t in g " ;  the " p l e a s u r e "  that s u c h  a v i e w  a f ford s:

How p l e a s a n t ,  a s  the s u n  d e c l i n e s ,  to v i e w  
The s p a c io u s  l a n d s c a p e  ch a n g e  in f o r m  and hue!
H e r e ,  v a n i s h ,  a s  in  m i s t ,  b e f o r e  a f lood  
Of b r ig h t  o b s c u r i t y ,  h i l l ,  law n ,  and wood;
T h e r e ,  o b j e c t s ,  by the s e a r c h i n g  b e a m s  b e t r a y e d ,
C o m e  forth ,  and h e r e  r e t i r e  in  p u rp le  shade;
E v e n  the white  s t e m s  of b i r c h ,  the c o t t a g e  w h i te ,
Sof ten  t h e i r  g l a r e  b e f o r e  the m e l l o w  light;
T he  s k i f f s ,  at a n c h o r  w h e r e  with  u m b r a g e  w ide  
Yon c h e s t n u ts  h a l f  the l a t t i c e d  b o a t - h o u s e  h id e ,
Shed f r o m  t h e i r  s i d e s ,  that f a c e  the s u n ' s  s la n t  b e a m ,
Strong f la k e s  o f  r a d ia n c e  on the t r e m u l o u s  s t r e a m :
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R a i s e d  by  yon  t r a v e l l i n g  f lo c k ,  a d u s ty  c loud  
M ounts  f r o m  the  road,  and s p r e a d s  i t s  m o v in g  shroud;
T he  s h e p h e r d ,  a l l  in v o l v e d  in  w r e a t h s  of  f i r e ,
N ow  s h o w s  a s h a d o w y  s p e c k ,  and now i s  l o s t  e n t i r e .

( 9 8 - 1 1 3 )
Q

A MS read ing  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  co p y  of 1793,  not  u s e d  in l a t e r  t e x t s ,

r e p e a t s  the d e ta i l  of " c o t t a g e s  &r w oods"  d i s p l a y in g  t h e m s e l v e s

throu gh  a " t r a n s p a r e n t  ve i l"  of shadow:

And m e l l o w  l ig h t s  i n v e s t  w ith  r i c h e r  g r e e n  
E a c h  s p e c k  of  la w n  the b r o k e n  r o c k s  b e t w e e n ,
And c o t s  t i l l  now  in b o w e r in g  s h a d e s  c o n c e a l e d  
T h r o u g h  t h e i r  t r a n s p a r e n t  v e i l  g l e a m  h a l f  r e v e a l e d ,
W h ere  o aks  o ' e r h a n g  the road the r a d ia n c e  sh o o t s  
On taw ny  e a r t h  w i ld  w e e d s  and t w i s t e d  r o o t s  . . . .

I n s te a d  o f  "the s e a  of J a s p e r  or  l iq u id  p e a r l , "  W o r d s w o r th  g i v e s  us  the

"spark l in g"  l ig h t s  and "burn ished"  g lo w  of  a C u m b er la n d  lake:

And now,  on e v e r y  s i d e ,  the s u r f a c e  b r e a k s  
Into b lue  s p o t s ,  and s l o w l y  l e n g th e n in g  s t r e a k s ;
H e r e ,  p lo t s  o f  s p a r k l in g  w a t e r  t r e m b l e  b r igh t  
With th o u sa n d  th o u sa n d  tw ink l in g  p o in ts  o f  l ight;
T h e r e ,  w a v e s  that ,  h a r d ly  w e l t e r i n g ,  d ie  a w a y  . . . .

And now  the w h o le  w ide  la k e  in  d eep  r e p o s e  
Is h u sh ed ,  and l ik e  a b u r n i s h e d  m i r r o r  g l o w s  . . . .

( 1 1 8 - 1 2 5 )

In p la c e  of M i l to n ' s  g o ld e n  s t a i r s  " w h e r e o n  J a c o b  sa w  A n g e l s  

a s c e n d in g  and d e s c e n d i n g ,  bands  O f  G u a r d ia n s  b r i g h t ,"  W o r d s w o r th  

p a in ts  a grand  p i c t u r e  of a "group of p o t t e r s ,  " a " p a n n ie r e d  tr a in ,  " a 

" p e a s a n t ,"  and a " team " of  " m o u n ta in  h o r s e [ s ] "  a s c e n d i n g  and d e s ­

cen d ing  a " s t e e p  road"; and w e  h e a r  the th und er ,  not of  God,  but of a 

"b l a s t e d  q u a r r y " :

T h e i r  p a n n ie r e d  t r a i n  a g roup  of p o t t e r s  goad,
Winding f r o m  s id e  to s id e  up the s t e e p  road;
T he  p e a s a n t ,  f r o m  y o n  c l i f f  o f  f e a r f u l  edge
Shot,  down the h e a d lo n g  path d a r t s  w ith  h is  s l e d g e ;
B r ig h t  b e a m s  the l o n e l y  m o u n t a i n - h o r s e  i l l u m e

While  the sh a r p  s l o p e  the s l a c k e n e d  t e a m  con fou n d s ,  
D ow n w ard  the p o n d e r o u s  t i m b e r - w a i n  r e s o u n d s  . . . .

( 1 2 5 - 1 3 5 )
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Rounding out the g r a n d e u r  of the  s c e n e  a b o v e ,  i s  the a w e s o m e

s i m p l i c i t y  below:

F r o m  l o n e s o m e  c h a p e l  at the m o u n t a in ' s  f e e t  
T h r e e  h u m b le  b e l l s  t h e i r  r u s t i c  c h i m e  repeat;
Sounds f r o m  the w a t e r - s i d e  the h a m m e r e d  boat;
And b l a s t e d  q u a r r y  th u n d e r s ,  h e a r d  r e m o t e !

( 1 3 8 - 1 4 1 ;  i t a l i c s  W. 'a)

If we  h a v e  m i s s e d  the po in t  that "the r e a l  e x c e l l e n c e  of  

I m a g in a t io n  c o n s i s t s " n o t  in sp u rn in g  n a t u r e ' s  "bounded reign" but in  

" e x p lo r in g  the w o r ld  r e a l l y  e x i s t i n g , "  W o r d s w o r th  p a u s e s  to  m a k e  the  

point:

E v e n  h e r e ,  a m i d  the s w e e p  of  e n d l e s s  w o o d s ,
B lu e  p o m p  of l a k e s ,  h igh  c l i f f s  and fa l l in g  f l o o d s ,
N ot  un de l ight fu l  a r e  the s i m p l e s t  c h a r m s ,
Fou n d  by the g r a s s y ^  d o o r  of  m o u n ta in  f a r m s .

( 1 4 2 - 1 4 5 )

F o r  M i l to n ' s  " g o o d ly  p r o s p e c t "  g i ld e d  by the " b e a m s "  of  the

" R is in g  Sun" and "adorn 'd  . . . With g l i s t e r i n g  S p i r e s  and P i n n a c l e s , "

W o r d s w o r t h  s u b s t i t u t e s  a rura l  " p r o s p e c t  a l l  on f i r e ,  " of c l i f f s ,

t o w e r s ,  and w oods:

J u s t  w h e r e  a c loud  a b o v e  the m o u n ta in  r e a r s  
An ed ge  a l l  f l a m e ,  the b r o a d e n in g  sun  a p p e a r s ;
A long  b lu e  b a r  i t s  a e g i s  o rb  d i v i d e s ,
A nd b r e a k s  the  s p r e a d in g  of  i t s  g o ld e n  t id e s ;
And now that orb  h a s  to u c h e d  the p u rp le  s t e e p ,
W h ose  s o f t e n e d  i m a g e  p e n e t r a t e s  the deep .
' C r o s s  the c a l m  l a k e ' s  b lu e  s h a d e s  the c l i f f s  a s p i r e ,
With t o w e r s  and w o o d s ,  a " p r o s p e c t  a l l  on  f ire"  . . . .

( 1 6 8 - 1 7 5 )

T h i s  e a r l i e s t  and m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  

i m a g i n a t i v e  s t i m u l u s  p r o v id e d  by " in c id e n t s  w ith in  the c o m p a s s  of  

p o e t i c  p r o b a b i l i ty ,  in the h u m b l e s t  d e p a r t m e n t s  of  d a i ly  l i fe"  b e a r s  

s u c h  s t r ik in g  r e s e m b l a n c e  to  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  note  in  

P a r a d i s e  L o s t  that we m ig h t  w e l l  b e l i e v e  that the note  f u r n i s h e d  the
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p r o s e  gu id e  f o r  i t s  c o m p o s i t i o n .  B e n e a t h  the s u r f a c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  an 

op p o s in g  t e n d e n c y  i s  a s s e r t i n g  i t s e l f ,  and l i n e s  1 7 0 -1 7 1  p r o v id e  the  

c lu e .  A v a r ia n t  r ea d in g  (1794)  c o m p a r e s  th i s  a p p e a r a n c e  of the sun  

to "the d a r k  s p e a r  that c r o s s e d  the su n b ro a d  s h i e l d  Of Satan s t r id in g  

o ' e r  the e m p y r e a l  f i e ld .  The  i n t r u s i o n  o f  the  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,

a l th ough  e x c i s e d  f r o m  l a t e r  t e x t s ,  p r o v e s  how  s tr o n g  w a s  the pu l l  of  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t i c  a f f in i t i e s  e v e n  w hen  he  w a s  m o s t  c o n s c i o u s l y  

d eny in g  t h e m .

T h e  R e c l u s e  f r a g m e n t  (1800)  s u p p l i e s  fu r t h e r  e x a m p l e s  that  

"the r e a l  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  I m a g in a t io n  c o n s i s t s  in  the  c a p a c i t y  o f  e x p lo r in g  

the  w o r l d  r e a l l y  e x i s t i n g .  " W o r d s w o r t h  s p e a k s  of the v a l l e y  of G r a s m e r e  

a s  a f fo rd in g  h i m  "boon . . . a b s o l u t e ,  " " s u r p a s s i n g  g r a c e ,  " and " d e a r  

I m a g i n a t i o n s  r e a l i z e d  Up to t h e i r  h i g h e s t  m e a s u r e "  ( 1 0 3 - 1 0 9 ) .  ^  T h en  

he b u r s t s  fo r th  into  an a p o s t r o p h e  to  the v a l l e y ' s  b e a u t i e s ,  in  t e r m s  

r e c o m m e n d e d  in the m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e ,  and c l a i m s  for  t h e m  a b l i s s  e x ­

c e e d in g  M i l t o n ' s  m y t h i c a l  E d en .  O nce  a g a in ,  w e  find " c o t t a g e s  & 

w o o d s ,  w i th  r e a c h e s  of  a r i v e r  . . . d i s p l a y in g  t h e m s e l v e s  h e r e  th ere"  

and " o b j e c t s  b ea u t i fu l  and grand":

T hou  ar t  p l e a s e d ,
P l e a s e d  w ith  thy c r a g s ,  and w o o d y  s t e e p s ,  thy L a k e ,
Its  one  g r e e n  I s la n d  and i t s  w ind ing  s h o r e s ;
The  m u lt i tu d e  of l i t t l e  r o c k y  h i l l s ,
The  C hurch and C o t ta g e s  o f  m o u n ta in  s tone  
C l u s t e r e d  l ik e  s t a r s  s o m e  few ,  but s i n g l e  m o s t ,
And lurk ing  d i m l y  in  t h e i r  sh y  r e t r e a t s ,
Or g la n c in g  at e a c h  o th er  c h e a r f u l  l o o k s ,
L i k e  s e p a r a t e d  s t a r s  w ith  c lo u d s  b e tw e en .
What want  w e?  h a v e  w e  not p e r p e t u a l  s t r e a m s ,
W a rm  w o o d s ,  and sunn y  h i l l s ,  and f r e s h  g r e e n  f i e l d s ,
And m o u n ta in s  not l e s s  g r e e n ,  and f l o c k s ,  and h e r d s ,
And t h ic k e t s  full  o f  s o n g s t e r s ,  and the v o i c e
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Of l o r d l y  b i r d s ,  an u n e x p e c t e d  sound  
H e a r d  now  and th en  f r o m  m o r n  t i l l  l a t e s t  e v e ,
A d m o n i s h in g  the m a n  who w a lk s  b e l o w  
Of s o l i t u d e ,  and s i l e n c e  in the  sky?

( 1 1 7 - 1 3 3 )

But the  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  M i l to n ' s  m y t h i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  a r e  s o m e h o w

i r r e s i s t i b l e .  The  " s o l i t u d e ,  and s i l e n c e  in the sky" g iv e  the s c e n e  the

p r i s t i n e  qu a l i ty  o f  the  n e w l y - c r e a t e d  e a r t h  that  g r e e t e d  S a ta n 's  v i e w

a f t e r  h i s  a r d u o u s  j o u r n e y  th rou gh  Chaos .

T h e  R e c l u s e  p r o v i d e s  a n o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  G r a s m e r e

v a l l e y  with  c l o s e r  a n a l o g i e s  both to  M i l t o n ’s l i n e s  and W o r d s w o r t h ' s

c r i t i c i s m  of  t h e m .  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  " g r o w in g  p r o s p e c t "  r e v e a l i n g  i t s e l f

to  a " p e n s i v e  S t r a n g e r ,  jo u rn ey in g "  p a r a l l e l s  M i l to n ' s  " good ly

p r o s p e c t "  that  " d i s c o v e r s "  i t s e l f  "unaw are"  to a "Scout" who h a s

" T h r o u g h  dark and d e s e r t  w a y s  w ith  p e r i l  gone":

With p r o c e s s  not un l ike  to that  w h ich  c h e a r s  
A p e n s i v e  S t r a n g e r ,  jo u r n e y in g  at h i s  l e i s u r e  
T h ro u g h  s o m e  H e l v e t i a n  d e l l ,  w hen  lo w -h u n g  m i s t s  
B r e a k  up, and a r e  b e g in n in g  to  r e c e d e ;
How p l e a s e d  h e  i s  w h e r e  thin  and t h in n e r  g r o w s  
T h e  v e i l ,  or  w h e r e  it  p a r t s  at o n c e ,  to  spy  
T h e  d ark  p in e s  th r u s t in g  fo r th  t h e i r  s p ik y  h e a d s ;
T o  w a tch  the s p r e a d in g  la w n s  with  c a t t l e  g r a z e d ,
T h en  to  be g r e e t e d  by  the s c a t t e r e d  h u ts ,
A s  th e y  sh in e  out; and s e e  the s t r e a m s  w h o s e  m u r m u r  
H ad s o o t h e d  h i s  e a r  w h i le  t h ey  w e r e  hidden: how  p l e a s e d  
T o h a v e  about h im ,  w h ic h  w ay  e ' e r  he  g o e s ,
S o m et h in g  on e v e r y  s id e  c o n c e a l e d  f r o m  v i e w ,
In e v e r y  q u a r t e r  s o m e t h i n g  v i s i b l e ,
H a l f - s e e n  o r  w h o l ly ,  l o s t  and found a g a in ,
A l t e r n a t e  p r o g r e s s  and i m p e d i m e n t ,
And y e t  a g r o w in g  p r o s p e c t  in  the m a in .

( 4 7 4 - 4 9 0 )

F r o m  1793 to 1800,  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y  s h o w s  an a l m o s t  

c o n s i s t e n t  c o n f o r m i t y  to the  p r i n c i p l e s  la id  down in  the P r e f a c e  to the

L y r i c a l  B a l l a d s and in  the m a n u s c r i p t  note  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t . But  

W o r d s w o r th  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  an u n u su a l  p o e t  in d e e d  i f  he  cou ld  h a v e
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e n t i r e l y  r e s i s t e d  the a pp ea l  o f  a " K in g ly  P a l a c e  Gate  . . . I m b e l l i s h t "  

w ith  " D ia m o n d  and G old ,  " a  "good ly  p r o s p e c t  of s o m e  f o r e i g n  la n d ,  " 

or a " r en o w n 'd  M e t r o p o l i s  With g l i s t e r i n g  S p i r e s  and P i n n a c l e s  ad orn 'd .  " 

F r o m  1802 o n w a rd ,  M i l to n ' s  e x o t i c  and c o s m o l o g i c a l  p r o s p e c t s  c r e e p  

into  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y .  T h e y  a r e  h e d g e d  in by q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  

a p o l o g i e s ,  and d e n i a l s ,  it  i s  true;  th e y  a r e  the p r o d u c t s  of fa n c y  r a t h e r  

than i m a g i n a t io n .  But  a s  the  f r e q u e n c y  of s u c h  p a s s a g e s  i n c r e a s e s ,  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  d e f e n s i v e  d e t r a c t i o n s  g r a d u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r .  The  f a m i l i a r  

and n a tu ra l  a r e  a l l o w e d  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e  w ith  the  e x o t i c  and s u p e r ­

n atu ra l .

12In a s o n n e t  w r i t t e n  in 1802, w e  find the s t r a n g e  a n o m a ly  of

a Y o r k s h i r e  p r o s p e c t  c a l l i n g  for th  v i s i o n s  of  an "Indian c i t a d e l ,  " a

" T e m p l e  of  G r e e c e ,  " and the " g r o v e s  E l y s i a n "  that four  y e a r s  e a r l i e r

13T h e  R e c l u s e  had  d i s p a r a g e d  and d i s m i s s e d .  If  we  doubt that  th is

p o e m  is  in  any w a y  r e l a t e d  to  the e x o t i c  and s u p e r n a t u r a l  p r o s p e c t s

of P a r a d i s e  L o s t  (III. 501 - 5 5 1 ) ,  or  to W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o m m e n t  upon

t h e m ,  the s o n n e t  t e n d s  to su p p o rt  a c o n t r a r y  op in ion .  T h e r e  i s  a

r en o w n e d  p r o s p e c t  v i e w e d  at  the end  of a jo u r n e y .  W h e r e  M i l to n ' s

g o ld e n  s t a i r s  and ga te  of  d ia m o n d  and g o ld  w e r e  " in im i t a b le  on E a r t h

B y  M o d e l ,  or  by sh a d in g  P e n c i l  drawn" (III. 5 0 8 - 5 0 9 ) ,  W o r d s w o r t h ' s

" r i c h  dower" of " c i t a d e l ,  " " T e m p l e ,  " and " tem p t in g  i s l e  . . . n e v e r

w e r e  i m a g i n e d .  " A lth ou gh  W o r d s w o r t h  a d m i t s  that th ey  a r e  " o b j ec t s

a l l  f o r  the e y e  Of s i l e n t  r a p tu r e ,  " h e  f e e l s  that th e y  a r e  not p e r m a n e n t

o b j e c t s  for  im a g i n a t i v e  p l e a s u r e :

D a r k  and m o r e  dark  the  s h a d e s  o f  e v e n in g  fe l l ;
T h e  w i s h e d - f o r  po int  w a s  r e a c h e d - - b u t  at an hour  
When l i t t l e  cou ld  be g a in e d  f r o m  that  r i c h  d o w e r  
Of p r o s p e c t ,  w h e r e o f  m a n y  th o u s a n d s  t e l l .
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Y et  did the g lo w in g  w e s t  w ith  m a r v e l l o u s  p o w e r  
Salute  us; t h e r e  s to o d  Indian c i ta d e l ,
T e m p l e  of G r e e c e ,  and m i n s t e r  w ith  i t s  t o w e r  
S u b s ta n t ia l ly  e x p r e s s e d - - a  p l a c e  f o r  b e l l  
O r c l o c k  to  t o l l  f r o m !  Many a t e m p t in g  i s l e (
With g r o v e s  that n e v e r  w e r e  i m a g i n e d ,  lay  
'Mid s e a s  how  s t e a d f a s t !  o b j e c t s  a l l  for  the e y e  
Of s i l e n t  rap tu re ;  but w e  fe l t  the w h i le  
We s h o u ld  f o r g e t  th em ;  th e y  a r e  of  the  sk y ,
And f r o m  our e a r t h ly  m e m o r y  fade  a w ay .

E v i d e n t l y  the a p o l o g e t i c  tone  of the con c lu d in g  t h r e e  l i n e s  w as

in s u f f i c i e n t  to s a t i s f y  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t i c  t e n e t s ;  p e r h a p s  the p e r v a s i v e

tone  of r e g r e t  m a y  h a v e  s e e m e d  too  g r e a t  a c o n c e s s i o n  to  the p o e t s  who

" e x h a u s t e d  w o r l d s  and th en  i m a g i n e d  n e w ."  At any  r a te ,  two y e a r s

la t e r ,  W o r d s w o r th  w r o t e  a n o t h e r  s o n n e t  in  w h ic h  he  o f f e r s  a p o in ted

e x c u s e  for  th i s  l a p s e .  " T h o s e  w o r d s , "  he  t e l l s  u s ,  " w e r e  u t tered"

in  a " p e n s i v e  m o o d . "  The  v i s i o n  th ey  d e s c r i b e  " is  u n s t a b le  a s  a

d r e a m  of night":

N o r  w i l l  I p r a i s e  a c loud ,  h o w e v e r  b r ig h t ,
D i s p a r a g in g  M a n 's  g i f t s ,  and p r o p e r  food.
G r o v e ,  i s l e ,  w ith  e v e r y  sh a p e  of s k y - b u i l t  d o m e ,
Though c la d  in c o l o u r s  beau t i fu l  and p u r e ,
F ind  in the h e a r t  o f  m a n  no na tu ra l  hom e:
T h e  i m m o r t a l  Mind c r a v e s  o b j e c t s  that endure:
T h e s e  c l e a v e  to  it; f r o m  t h e s e  it cannot  r o a m ,
N o r  th ey  f r o m  it: t h e i r  f e l l o w s h i p  i s  s e c u r e .  14

W o r d s w o r t h  h a s  c h e c k e d  the p o e t i c  i m p u l s e ,  d e n ig r a t e d  it ,

but he  cannot  d i s c a r d  it .  Both s o n n e t s  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  in  the P o e m s

of 1807, an " e x p o s t u la t io n  and reply" r e g a r d in g  the " p o e t ' s  p r o v i n c e . "

In 1805, a s  he  w a s  w r i t in g  the  s ix t h  book  of  The  P r e l u d e ,

W o r d s w o r th  w a s  to  d i s c o v e r  f r o m  tw o  e x p e r i e n c e s - - h i s  d i s a p p o in t m e n t

with  the s u m m i t  of Mont B la n c  and the a n t i c l i m a x  o f  h i s  c r o s s i n g  of the

A l p s - - t h a t  the "bounded reign" o f  n a tu r e  cou ld  s o m e t i m e s  fa l l  s h o r t  of

the p o w e r  and the g l o r y  o f  the im a g i n a t i o n  w h en  it s p u r n e d  "the w o r ld
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r e a l l y  e x i s t i n g . "  He w a s  a l s o  to  s u c c u m b ,  on two o c c a s i o n s  in  The  

P r e l u d e ,  to the p o e t i c  p l e a s u r e  of  pa in t in g  fa b led  g a r d e n s  and e m p y r e a n  

p r o s p e c t s .

In B ook  VIII W o r d s w o r t h  d e s c r i b e s  " G e h o l ' s  f a m o u s  G a rd en s"  

s o  that he m a y  d e c l a r e  the b e a u t i e s  of  h i s  n a t iv e  cou ntry  " m o r e  

e x q u i s i t e l y  f a i r . "  H is  d e l igh t  in  the  e x o t i c  d e t a i l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e t r a y s  

h i s  p l e a s u r e  in s u c h  f a n t a s i e s  and o v e r s h a d o w s  h i s  s t a t e d  p u rp o se :

B e a u t e o u s  the d o m a in  
W h ere  to the s e n s e  o f  b e a u t y  f i r s t  m y  h e a r t  
Was open'd ,  t r a c t  m o r e  e x q u i s i t e l y  fa ir  
T han  is  that P a r a d i s e  o f  t en  th o u sa n d  T r e e s ,
Or G e h o l ' s  f a m o u s  G a r d e n s ,  in a C l im e  
C h o sen  f r o m  w i d e s t  E m p i r e ,  for  d e l ig h t  
Of the T a r t a r i a n  D y n a s t y  c o m p o s e d ;
(B e y o n d  that m ig h t y  Wall ,  not fa b u lo u s ,
Chin a 's  s tu p en d o u s  m o u n d ! )  by p a t ien t  s k i l l  
Of m y r i a d s ,  and b o o n  N a t u r e ' s  l a v i s h  help;
S c e n e  l in k e d  to s c e n e ,  an e v e r g r o w i n g  c h a n g e ,
Soft,  g ra n d  or  gay !  with  P a l a c e s  and D o m e s  
Of P l e a s u r e  s p a n g le d  o v e r ,  s h a d y  D e l l s  
F o r  E a s t e r n  M o n a s t e r i e s ,  sunny Mounds  
With T e m p l e s  c r e s t e d ,  B r i d g e s ,  G o n d o la s ,
R o c k s ,  D e n s ,  and G r o v e s  o f  f o l i a g e  taught  to  m e l t  
Into e a c h  o t h e r  t h e ir  o b s e q u io u s  h u es  
Going and gon e  aga in ,  in  s u b t i l e  c h a c e ,
T oo  fine to  be  p u rsu ed ;  or  s tan d in g  for th  
In no d i s c o r d a n t  o p p o s i t io n ,  s tr o n g  
And g o r g e o u s  a s  the c o l o u r s  s id e  b y  s id e  
B ed d e d  a m o n g  r ich  p l u m e s  o f  T r o p i c  B ir d s ;
And m o u n ta in s  o v e r  a l l  e m b r a c i n g  all ;
And a l l  the l a n d s c a p e  e n d l e s s l y  e n r i c h ' d  
With w a t e r s  running ,  f a l l in g ,  or  a s l e e p .

(1805: 1 1 9 - 1 4 3 )

It is  n o t e w o r t h y  that,  a l th ough  W o r d s w o r th  s e l e c t e d  the n a m e  o f  h i s  

g a r d e n  f r o m  a t r a v e l  book  on China, ^  he  d e r i v e d  i t s  f e a t u r e s  f r o m  

M il t o n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the G a r d e n  of  E d e n  (P .  L . , IV. 2 0 8 - 2 7 5 ;

IX. 1 1 5 - 1 1 8 ) .  ^  M i l ton  d i s m i s s e s  an e n t i r e  c a t a lo g u e  of  g a r d e n s  dra w n  

f r o m  m y t h o l o g y  and t r a v e l  l i t e r a t u r e  to d e c l a r e  that  none " m ig h t  w ith

t h i s  P a r a d i s e  Of E d en  s t r i v e "  (IV, 2 7 4 - 2 7 5 ) .  If e v e r  the s i t e  of a
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g a r d e n  w a s  c h o s e n  f r o m  " w i d e s t  E m p i r e ,  " E d e n  h a s  no r ival:  "in

t h i s  p l e a s a n t  s o i l  H is  far  m o r e  p l e a s a n t  G a r d e n  God ordain 'd"

(IV, 2 1 4 - 2 1 5 ) .  It i s  M i l ton  who f i r s t  m a k e s  the  po in t  that " N a tu re

b o o n " - - " n o t  n i c e  A r t " - - h a s  p o u r e d  for th  the  b e a u t i e s  of  h i s  E d e n

(IV. 2 4 1 - 2 4 3 ) .  W o r d s w o r th  ta k e s  h i s  cue  f r o m  M il to n  e v e n  w h e n  he

in ten d s  by i n f e r e n c e  to c r i t i c i z e  h i m .  With the  w o n d e r s  that c o m p o s e

G e h o l ' s  G a r d e n ,  W o r d s w o r th  j u x t a p o s e s  the one  m a r v e l  that i s  "not

fabulous"  - -"that  m ig h t y  W all  . . . Ch in a 's  s tu p en d o u s  m o u n d !"  T h is

i s o l a t e d  tou ch  of  r e a l i s m  c a s t s  into doubt the c r e d i b i l i t y  and

s u b s t a n t ia l i t y  o f  the g a r d e n  i t s e l f ,  and i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s

r ep u d ia t io n  o f  M i l to n ' s  i m a g i n a r y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  the g o ld e n  s t a i r s  and

H e a v e n ' s  G ate .  M i l ton  a n t i c i p a t e s  W o r d s w o r th  in th i s  d i s t in c t io n

b e t w e e n  fab le  and rea l i ty :  E d e n  is  not o n ly  a "Spot m o r e  d e l i c io u s "

than m y t h i c a l  g a r d e n s ,  but r e a l  or  h i s t o r i c a l  g a r d e n s  as  we l l :

Spot m o r e  d e l i c i o u s  than t h o s e  G a r d e n s  f e ig n 'd  
Or of  r e v i v ' d  A d o n i s , or  ren o w n 'd  
A l c i n o i i s , h o s t  of old  L a e r t e s ' Son,
Or that,  not  M y s t i c ,  w h e r e  the S ap ien t  King  
H e ld  d a l l i a n c e  w ith  h is  f a i r  E g y p t ia n  S p o u s e .

(IX. 4 3 9 - 4 4 3 )

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  "not fabulous"  i s  v e r y  r e m i n i s c e n t  of M i l to n ' s  "not  

17
M y s t i c .  " And h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  that the " P a r a d i s e  W here"  he  "w as

rear 'd "  i s  " l o v e l i e r  far" and " m o r e  to  e v e r y  s e n s e  D e l i c i o u s "

(P r e l . , VIII. 1 4 4 -1 4 7 )  c o n f i r m s  m y  a s s u m p t i o n  that W o r d s w o r t h  has

th is  p a s s a g e  o f  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  in mind.

The " P a l a c e s  and D o m e s  Of P l e a s u r e "  po in t  to C o l e r i d g e ' s  

18Kubla  K h a n , but the tw o  p o e t s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  that the s a m e  

b o o k  of t r a v e l s  p r o d u c e d  C o l e r i d g e ' s  "Mount Abora" and the "Mount  

A m a r a  . . . by s o m e  s u p p o s 'd  T ru e  P a r a d i s e "  (P. L . ,  IV. 281 -2 8 2 )
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that  M i l ton  d i s a v o w s  a s  m e r e  fab le  and i n f e r i o r  to the  r e a l  E d e n  of  

S c r i p t u r e .  B y  C o l e r i d g e ' s  own a c c o u n t  of the  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  Kubla  

Khan , the p o e m  had i ts  o r i g i n  in  h i s  r ea d in g  " P u r c h a s ' s  P i l g r i m a g e "  

ju s t  p r i o r  to the  s l e e p  that p r o d u c e d  the  d r e a m .  The co p y  of P u r c h a s  that  

C o l e r i d g e  w a s  u s in g  m a y  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  the v o l u m e  that r e m a i n e d  in  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  l i b r a r y  unti l  h i s  death .  M i l t o n ' s  u s e  o f  P u r c h a s  has  

long  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d .  It i s  no a c c i d e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that C o l e r i d g e ' s  

Mount A b o r a ,  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  G a r d e n s  o f  G e h o l ,  and M i l to n ' s  E d e n  sh o w  

m a r k e d  p a r a l l e l s  w ith  the g a r d e n s  d e s c r i b e d  in P u r c h a s .  Not  the  

l e a s t  n o t e w o r t h y  i s  the m o u n ta in  s e t t i n g  that i s  c o m m o n  to a l l  t h r e e .  ^  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  " R o c k s ,  D e n s ,  and G r o v e s  o f  f o l i a g e  taught  to 

m e l t  Into e a c h  o t h e r  t h e i r  o b s e q u io u s  hu es"  r e m i n d  us  o f  E d e n 's  

" u m b r a g e o u s  G r o t s  and C aves"  (IV. 257) ,  e v e n  m o r e  s o  o f  the

s w e e t  in t e r c h a n g e  
Of H i l l  and V a l l e y ,  R i v e r s ,  W oods  and P l a i n s ,

R o c k s ,  D e n s ,  and C aves
(IX. 1 1 5 -1 1 8 )

that m a d e  E d e n  "A happy r u r a l  s e a t  of  v a r i o u s  v iew" (IV. 247) .

A nd the " w a t e r s  running, f a l l in g ,  o r  a s l e e p ” o f  G e h o l ' s  G a r d e n s  e c h o  

the  " c r i s p e d  B r o o k s , Rol l ing" (P. L . , IV. 2 3 7 - 2 3 8 ) ,  the " ra p id  

cu rren t"  (IV. 227),  the " m a n y  a r i l l"  that "un ited  fe l l"  (IV. 2 2 9 - 2 3 0 ) ,  

and the " m u r m u r i n g  w a t e r s "  (IV. 260) that d r o w s e d  in  E den .

T he  f e a t u r e s  of  M i l to n ' s  E d e n  a l s o  s e r v e  to  d e p ic t  the  "true  

P a r a d i s e "  of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  n a t iv e  r e g io n .  C rown ing  the  g l o r i e s  o f  

E d en  a r e  the  v i r t u e s  o f  i t s  h u m a n  in h a b i ta n ts  (P .  L>., IV. 2 8 8 - 2 9 4 ) ;  so ,  

too ,  the " f r a g r a n c e  b r e a th in g  o f  hum anity"  ( P r e l . , 1805: VIII. 151)
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p e r f e c t s  the b e a u t y  of  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  g r e e n  e a r th .  The  s i m p l e

o c c u p a t io n s  of  A d a m  and E v e  w ho had

no m o r e  to i l  
Of th ir  s w e e t  G a r d 'n in g  l a b o r  than s u f f i c 'd  
To r e c o m m e n d  c o o l  Z e p h y r , and m a d e  e a s e  
M o r e  e a s y ,  w h o l e s o m e  t h i r s t  and app et i te  
M o r e  g r a t e f u l  . . . .

(IV. 3 2 7 - 3 3 1 )

h a v e  t h e i r  e c h o  in the  p u r s u i t s  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c ou n trym an :

M an f r e e ,  m a n  w o r k in g  for  h i m s e l f ,  w i th  c h o i c e  
Of t i m e ,  and p l a c e ,  and objec t ;  by  h i s  w a n ts ,
H is  c o m f o r t s ,  n a t iv e  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  c a r e s ,
Cond ucted  on to  ind iv id u a l  e n d s  
Or s o c i a l  . . . .

(P r e l .  , 1805: VIII. 1 5 2 -1 5 6 )

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  r u r a l  m an ,

f o l l o w e d  b y  a t r a in  
U nw oo'd ,  u n th o u g h t - o f  e v e n ,  s i m p l i c i t y ,
And b ea u ty ,  and i n e v i t a b l e  g r a c e

( 1 5 6 - 1 5 8 )

r e f l e c t s  the " g r a c e  . . . pour'd" on the  "shape"  of  A d a m  and E v e  

(P .  L .  , IV. 3 6 4 - 3 6 5 )  and the "train" of " P e r f e c t i o n s "  that a t tends  

upon A d am :

M e a n w h i le  o u r  P r i m i t i v e  g r e a t  S i r e ,  to  m e e t  
H is  g o d - l i k e  G u e s t ,  w a lk s  for th ,  w ithout  m o r e  t r a in  
A c c o m p a n i e d  than w i th  h i s  ow n c o m p l e t e  
P e r f e c t i o n s ;  in  h i m s e l f  w a s  a l l  h i s  s t a t e ,
M o r e  s o l e m n  than the  t e d io u s  p o m p  that  w a i t s  
On P r i n c e s ,  w h en  th i r  r i c h  R e t in u e  long  
Of H o r s e s  l e d ,  and G r o o m s  b e s m e a r ' d  w ith  Gold  
D a z z l e s  the cro w d ,  and s e t s  t h e m  a l l  a g a p e .

(P .  L. , V. 3 5 0 - 3 5 7 )

Alth ough  W o r d s w o r t h  c r i t i c i z e s  the p o m p  and g l o r y  of  M i l to n ' s

e t h e r e a l  p r o s p e c t s ,  M i l to n ' s  s c o r n  fo r  the d a z z l e  o f  " ted io u s  pomp"

and the p r e e m i n e n c e  that h e  a c c o r d s  to the b ea u ty ,  g r a c e ,  and dign ity

o f  s i m p l i c i t y  v e r y  l i k e l y  c o n f i r m e d  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  own p r e f e r e n c e s .

W o r d s w o r th  m a y  w e l l  h a v e  had in m in d  j u s t  s u c h  a p a s s a g e  f r o m
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P a r a d i s e  L o s t , a s  the f o r e g o i n g ,  w h en  he  f o r m u l a t e d  the p o e t i c

p r i n c i p l e  that  l i e s  beh in d  h is  c o m m e n t  on the " p o e t ' s  p r o v in ce" :

In the h i g h e r  p o e t r y ,  an e n l ig h te n e d  C r i t i c  c h ie f ly  
l o o k s  fo r  a r e f l e c t i o n  of the w i s d o m  of  the h e a r t  
and the g r a n d e u r  of the  im a g i n a t io n .  W h e r e v e r  t h e s e  
a p p e a r ,  s i m p l i c i t y  a c c o m p a n i e s  th em ;  M a g n i f i c e n c e  
h e r s e l f  w h e n  l e g i t i m a t e ,  depend ing  upon a s i m p l i c i t y  
of  h e r  own,  to  r e g u la t e  h e r  o r n a m e n t s .  20

And w h en  he  c o n c lu d e d  in T h e  R e c l u s e  that the b e a u ty  of e a r t h ,  "a

l iv in g  P r e s e n c e ,  " s u r p a s s e d  "the m o s t  f a i r  id e a l  F o r m s  Which c ra f t

21of d e l i c a t e  S p ir i t s  hath c o m p o s e d ,  " he w a s  p r o b a b ly  taking h i s  cue

f r o m  t h e s e  l i n e s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t :

O E a r t h ,  how  l ik e  to  H e a v 'n ,  i f  not p r e f e r r ' d  
M o r e  j u s t l y ,  S e a t  w o r t h i e r  of  G o d s ,  a s  bu i l t  
With s e c o n d  th ou gh ts ,  r e f o r m i n g  what  w a s  old!
F o r  what  God a f t e r  b e t t e r  w o r s e  would  build?

(IX. 9 9 - 1 0 2 )

In B o o k  X of  The P r e l u d e , W o r d s w o r t h  r e c o u n t s  an  e m o t i o n a l

e x p e r i e n c e  that t r a n s f o r m s  n a tu ra l  p h e n o m e n a  into s u p e r n a t u r a l  v i s io n .

It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  that h i s  i m a g i n a t i o n  s h o u ld  h a v e  to  "spurn" the

"bounded re ign"  of  the "World r e a l l y  e x i s t in g "  in  o r d e r  to r e n d e r  a

fa i thfu l  r e p r o d u c t io n  of  an e v en t  w ith in  t h o s e  b o u n d a r i e s .  The

o c c a s i o n  i s  the  n e w s  that R o b e s p i e r r e  h a s  fa l l en ;  the  l a n d s c a p e  i s

t r a n s f i g u r e d  by  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  e m o t i o n s  of  jo y  and gra t i tu de:

O v e r  the  s m o o t h  Sands  
Of L e v e n ' s  a m p l e  A e s t u a r y  la y  
My jo u r n e y ,  and b e n e a th  a g e n ia l  sun;
With d is ta n t  p r o s p e c t  a m o n g  g l e a m s  of sk y  
And c lo u d s ,  and i n t e r m i n g l e d  m o u n ta in  to p s ,
In one i n s e p a r a b l e  g l o r y  c la d ,
C r e a t u r e s  o f  one e t h e r e a l  s u b s t a n c e ,  m e t  
In C o n s i s t o r y ,  l ik e  a d i a d e m  
Or c r o w n  of bu rn ing  S e r a p h s ,  a s  t h e y  s i t  
In the E m p y r e a n .  U n d er n e a th  th is  show
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L a y ,  a s  I kn ew ,  the  n e s t  of  p a s t o r a l  v a l e s
A m o n g  w h o s e  happy f i e l d s  I had  g r o w n  up
F r o m  ch i ld hood .  On the fu lgen t  s p e c t a c l e
Which n e i t h e r  c h a n g ed ,  n o r  s t i r r ' d ,  nor  p a s s ' d  aw a y ,
I c a z e d  . . . .

(1805: X. 4 7 5 - 4 8 9 )

" T h e s e  l i n e s ,  " a s  de S e l i n c o u r t  n o t e s ,  "r ing  w ith  M i l to n ic  

22e c h o e s ,  " but the  a l l u s i o n s  to  w h ich  he  r e f e r s  do no t  s e e m  to m e  to

be a p p r o p r ia t e  to t h i s  s c e n e :  " E t h e r e a l  s u b s ta n c e "  (P .  L. , VI. 330)  i s

p a r t  o f  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of  S a t a n ' s  f i r s t  wound in  the B a t t l e  in  H eaven ;  "in

C o n s i s to r y "  (P.  R . , I. 42) d e s c r i b e s  a m e e t i n g  of the  F a l l e n  A n g e l s ;

"bright  S e r a p h i m  in  burn ing  row" (At A S o l e m n  M u s i c , 1. 10) i s  m o r e

a p p r o p r ia t e  in  that  it  d e s c r i b e s  a s c e n e  in h e a v e n ,  but it  l a c k s  o th e r

f e a t u r e s  of  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  T h e  f i r s t  s c e n e  in H e a v e n  in

P a r a d i s e  L o s t  (III. 5 6 - 6 2 )  s e e m s  a m o r e  l i k e l y  s o u r c e :

N ow  had th' A l m i g h t y  F a t h e r  f r o m  a b o v e ,
F r o m  the p u re  E m p y r e a n  w h e r e  h e  s i t s
High T h r o n 'd  a b ove  all  h ighth ,  bent  down h i s  e y e ,
H is  own w o r k s  and t h e i r  w o r k s  at o n c e  to v iew:
About  h i m  a l l  the S a n c t i t i e s  of  H e a v e n
Stood th ick  a s  S t a r s ,  and f r o m  h is  s ig h t  r e c e i v ' d
B e a t i tu d e  p a s t  u t t e r a n c e  . . . .

M i l ton ,  l ike  W o r d s w o r th ,  b e g in s  w ith  the h e a v e n l y  s e t t in g ,  d i r e c t s  our

a t ten t ion  to the e a r t h  b e lo w ,  and th en  r e t u r n s  to the " E m p y r e a n .  "

M i l to n ' s  c i r c l e  o f  A n g e l s  "th ick a s  S ta rs"  s u g g e s t s  a " d ia d e m  . . .  o f

burning  S e ra p hs" ;  the a t tendant  A n g e l s  who r e c e i v e  " B e a t i tu d e  p a s t

u t t e ra n ce "  f r o m  the s ig h t  of God a r e  in d e e d  "In one  i n s e p a r a b l e  g l o r y

c lad .  " The  " i n t e r m i n g l e d  m o u n ta in  t o p s ,  " t r a n s f o r m e d  by W o r d s w o r t h ' s

e m o t i o n  in to  a " C o n s i s t o r y "  o f  "burning S e r a p h s ,  " a r e  r e m i n i s c e n t  of

a n o t h e r  s c e n e  in H e a v e n  (P .  L. , V. 6 1 9 - 6 2 3 )  in  w h ich  M i l to n  c o m p a r e s

a c i r c l e  of  A n g e l s  dancing  around  the  th ro n e  o f  God to  the " in terv o lv 'd "

m o t io n s  of the " s t a r r y  S p h e r e .  " In the  e a r l y  te x t ,  W o r d s w o r t h
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a t t r ib u te s  h i s  v i s i o n  o v e r  " L e v e n ' s  a m p le  A e s t u a r y "  to h i s  "fancy"

(X. 489)  r a th e r  than to h i s  i m a g i n a t io n .  A f t e r  1839 ,  the w o r d  "fancy"  

d i s a p p e a r s  and a long  w ith  it the a p o lo g y  that the  u s e  of t h i s  t e r m  

i m p l i e s .

T he  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  the  n a t u r a l  and the s u p e r n a t u r a l  

" p r o s p e c t ,  " b e t w e e n  the f a m i l i a r  r u r a l  s c e n e  and the  e x o t i c  p a n o r a m a  

o f  a m e t r o p o l i s  a d o r n e d  "with g l i s t e r i n g  S p i r e s  and P i n n a c l e s , "  c o n ­

t in u e s  in  T he  E x c u r s i o n  . What i s  r e m a r k a b l e  about the  p a s s a g e s  now  

to  be  e x a m i n e d  is  the c o n s i s t e n c y  w ith  w h ic h  th ey  r e f e r  to  P a r a d i s e  

L o s t  (III. 5 0 1 - 5 5 1 ) ;  to W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o m m e n t  upon it; to  h i s  ow n and  

M il to n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  fa b u lo u s  g a r d e n s ,  a m o n g  t h e m  Eden;  to  

M il to n ' s  s c e n e s  in H e a v e n  and W o r d s w o r t h ' s  v i s i o n s  in  the E m p y r e a n .

We sh o u ld  r e m e m b e r  that M i l to n  c o m p a r e s  S a ta n 's  v i e w  of

H e a v e n ' s  G a te ,  the g o ld e n  s t a i r ,  and the n e w l y - c r e a t e d  e a r t h  to the

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a "Scout" who

T h r o u g h  dark  and d e s e r t  w a y s  w ith  p e r i l  gone  
A ll  night; at l a s t  by  b r e a k  of c h e e r f u l  dawn  
Obtains  the b r o w  of s o m e  h i g h - c l i m b i n g  H i l l ,
Which to h i s  e y e  d i s c o v e r s  u n a w a re  
The g o o d ly  p r o s p e c t  of s o m e  f o r e i g n  lan d  
F i r s t  s e e n ,  o r  s o m e  ren o w n 'd  M e t r o p o l i s  
With g l i s t e r i n g  S p i r e s  and P i n n a c l e s  a d o rn 'd ,
Which now  the R i s i n g  Sun g i ld s  w ith  h i s  b e a m s .

(HI. 5 4 3 - 5 5 1 )

We sh ou ld  a l s o  b e a r  in m in d  that what f o l l o w s  t h e s e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  and  

fab u lous  p r o s p e c t s  i s  Sa tan 's  f i r s t  g l i m p s e  o f  E d en ,  s u p e r i o r  in e v e r y  

r e s p e c t  to  a l l  the g a r d e n s  of m y t h  and fa b le .

In B ook  II of  The E x c u r s i o n  ( 3 1 9 - 3 4 8 ) ,  W o r d s w o r t h  d e s c r i b e s  

h i s  p r e f e r r e d  rura l  s c e n e ,  " R e n o w n e d  for  sp le n d id  p r o s p e c t  far  and
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wide" (1. 322) .  He b e g i n s  w ith  an a c c o u n t  of h i s  j o u r n e y  to  that spot ,

m a r k e d  by  " p e r i l ,  " "dark  and d e s e r t  w a y s ,  " a " h i g h - c l i m b i n g  hi l l":

We s c a l e d ,  w ith out  a t r a c k  to  e a s e  o ur  s t e p s ,
A s t e e p  a s c e n t ;  and r e a c h e d  a d r e a r y  p la in ,
With a tu m u l t u o u s  w a s t e  of  h u ge  h i l l  top s  
B e f o r e  us;  s a v a g e  r e g io n !

( 3 2 3 - 3 2 6 )

T h e  " d r e a r y  plain" i s  a r e m i n d e r  of H e l l  (P .  L . , I. 180);^^ the

t r a c k l e s s  a s c e n t  and " tu m u ltu o u s  w a s te"  of  the " s a v a g e  reg ion"  r e c a l l

Sa ta n 's  j o u r n e y  th ro u g h  C haos .  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  l i n e s  a l s o  e c h o  Satan 's

s u b s e q u e n t  a p p r o a c h  to  Eden:

. . . a s t e e p  w i l d e r n e s s ,  w h o s e  h a i r y  s i d e s  
With t h i c k e t  o v e r g r o w n ,  g r o t e s q u e  and w i ld ,
A c c e s s  d en i 'd  . . . .

N ow  to  th' a s c e n t  of that s t e e p  s a v a g e  H i l l  
Satan  had j o u r n e y ' d  on, p e n s i v e  and s lo w ;
But f u r t h e r  w a y  found n o n e ,  s o  th ick  entw in 'd ,
A s  one con t in u 'd  b r a k e ,  the  u n d e r g r o w th  
Of s h r u b s  and ta n g l in g  b u s h e s  h ad  p e r p l e x t  
A l l  path of  Man o r  B e a s t  that  p a s s ' d  that way:
One G ate  t h e r e  on ly  w a s ,  and that lo o k 'd  E a s t  . . . .

(P.  L . , IV.  1 3 5 - 1 3 7 ;  1 7 2 - 1 7 8 )

W o r d s w o r th  i s  o b v i o u s l y  p la y in g  h i s  l i t e r a r y  g a m e  of  " l inking

t o g e t h e r ,  in  h i s  own m in d ,  f a v o u r i t e  p a s s a g e s . "  He c o m b i n e s  S a ta n 's

f i r s t  v i e w  o f  the n e w l y - c r e a t e d  w o r l d  a f t e r  h i s  p e r i l o u s  jo u r n e y

th ro u g h  Chaos  (III. 501 -5 5 1 )  w ith  S a ta n 's  f i r s t  v i e w  of  E d e n  and i ts

s a v a g e  a p p r o a c h e s  (IV. 1 3 5 - 1 7 8 ) .  In c o n f o r m i t y  w i th  the  o p in io n s  of

h is  m a n u s c r i p t  n o te ,  W o r d s w o r t h  s u b s t i t u t e s  a r u r a l  " p r o s p e c t  . . .

r e n o w n e d  . . . far  and wide" for  M i l to n ' s  " g o o d ly  p r o s p e c t "  o f  a

" r e n o w n 'd  M e t r o p o l i s "  of B o o k  III; h i s  v a l e  i s  M i l t o n ' s  t r u e  E d e n  of

B o o k  IV, but it  " d i s c o v e r s "  i t s e l f  "unaware" l ik e  the  " good ly  p r o s p e c t "

of B ook  III:
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all  at o n c e ,  b eh o ld !
B e n e a t h  o ur  f e e t ,  a l i t t l e  l o w l y  v a l e ,
A l o w l y  v a l e ,  and y e t  u p l i f t e d  h igh  
A m o n g  the m o u n ta in s ;  e v e n  a s  i f  the spot  
Had b e e n  f r o m  e l d e s t  t i m e  by w i s h  o f  t h e i r s  
So p l a c e d ,  to be shut out f r o m  al l  the w or ld !
U r n - l i k e  it  w a s  in  s h a p e ,  d eep  as  an urn;
With r o c k s  e n c o m p a s s e d ,  s a v e  that to  the sou th  
Was one  s m a l l  opening  . . . .

(E x c .  , II. 3 2 7 -3 3 5 )

M i l to n ' s  E d e n  h a s  "One ga te  . , . o n ly  . . . and that l o o k ' d

E ast" ;  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  v a l e  h a s  "one s m a l l  opening" and that  l o o k e d  "to

the  south .  " It h a s  "one b a r e  d w e l l in g ;  one abod e ,  no m o r e "  (E x c .  ,

II. 339); it  i s  p e a c e f u l  l ik e  p r e l a p s a r i a n  E d e n  and f r e e  of  " S i c k n e s s ,

o r  a c c i d e n t ,  or  g r i e f ,  o r  pain":

F a r  and n e a r  
We h a v e  an i m a g e  o f  the p r i s t i n e  ea r th .
T h e  p la n et  in i t s  n a k e d n e s s ;  w e r e  th is  
M a n 's  on ly  d w e l l in g ,  s o l e  app o in ted  s e a t ,
F i r s t ,  l a s t ,  and s i n g l e ,  in the b r e a th in g  w o r ld ,
It could  not be  m o r e  quiet;  p e a c e  i s  h e r e  
Or n o w h e r e ;  d ays  u n ru f f le d  by the g a le  
Of p u b l ic  n e w s  o r  p r iv a t e ;  y e a r s  that  p a s s  
F o r g e t f u l l y ;  u n c a l l e d  upon to pay  
T h e  c o m m o n  p e n a l t i e s  of  m o r t a l  l i f e ,
S i c k n e s s ,  o r  a c c i d e n t ,  or  g r i e f ,  o r  pain.

(E x c .  , II. 3 5 9 - 3 6 9 )

We h a v e  h e r e  an a m a z in g  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of  the  c l o s e  i n t e r w e a v i n g  in

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  m in d  of  f a v o r i t e  p a s s a g e s  in M i l to n ' s  p o e t r y ,  of

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c r i t i c i s m  of one  o f  t h o s e  p a s s a g e s ,  and o f  h i s  own

p o e t i c  t h e o r i e s  and p u r p o s e s .  It i s  a s  i f  W o r d s w o r th  cou ld  not f e e l

s e c u r e  .In e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  i d e a s ,  e v e n  w hen  th ey  a r e  m e a n t  as  a

c h a l l e n g e  to  M i l t o n ' s ,  w ithout  the r e a s s u r i n g  " u n d e r p r e s e n c e "  of

M ilton .

The E x c u r s i o n  o f f e r s  a n o t h e r  ru r a l  v i s t a  that  i l l u s t r a t e s  the

p r i n c i p l e s  of  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  note  on M i l t o n ' s  e x o t i c  

" p r o s p e c t s .  " H e r e  t h e r e  i s  no u n d e r c u r r e n t  of  c o n f l i c t  and no m a n i f e s t  

d e p e n d e n c e  on Milton;
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- - S o  we d e s c e n d :  and w ind ing  round a r o ck
A tta in  a point  that  s h o w e d  the v a l l e y - - s t r e t c h e d  
In len g th  b e f o r e  us; and, not d i s ta n t  fa r ,
Upon a r i s i n g  g rou n d  a g r e y  c h u r c h - t o w e r ,
W hose  b a t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  s c r e e n e d  by tu fted  t r e e s .
And to w a r d s  a c r y s t a l  M e r e ,  that l a y  b ey o n d  
A m o n g  s t e e p  h i l l s  and w o o d s  e n b o s o m e d ,  f lo w e d  
A c o p io u s  s t r e a m  w ith  b o ld ly  w i n d i n g - c o u r s e ;
H e r e  t r a c e a b l e ,  t h e r e  h i d d e n - - t h e r e  a g a in  
To s ig h t  r e s t o r e d ,  and g l i t t e r i n g  in  the  sun.
On the  s t r e a m ' s  bank, and e v e r y w h e r e ,  a p p e a r e d  
F a i r  d w e l l i n g s ,  s i n g l e ,  o r  in s o c i a l  knots  . . . .

(V. 7 7 -8 8 )

T h e  in t e g r a n t  f e a t u r e s  of  th i s  l a n d s c a p e  d e r i v e  f r o m  the f o r m u l a  p r o p o s e d

in the m a n u s c r i p t  note: "an e x t e n s i v e  p r o s p e c t "  of " c o t t a g e s  & w o o d s ,

w ith  r e a c h e s  o f  a r i v e r  &c. d i s p l a y in g  t h e m s e l v e s  h e r e  and t h e r e .  "

But M i l ton  i s  not e n t i r e l y  a b s e n t  f r o m  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .

T h e  " b a t t l e m e n ts "  of a " g r e y  c h u r c h - t o w e r "  r e p l a c e  the " g l i s t e r i n g

25S p ir e s  and P i n n a c l e s "  of M i l t o n ' s  " M e t r o p o l i s " ;  the " c r y s t a l  M ere"  

and " g l i t t e r in g "  s t r e a m  supplant  the " s e a  of  J a s p e r  o r  l iq u id  P e a r l .  "

T o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e s e  s u b r o g a t i o n s ,  W o r d s w o r th  i n f o r m s  us  that the  

p a s t o r  of  th is  g r e y  c h u r c h  i s  both ru r a l  and rega l :  he  i s  the  " sh e p h e r d  

o f  h i s  f lock;  o r ,  a s  a k ing  Is s t y l e d  . . . T he  fa t h e r  of h i s  people"  

( 1 0 1 - 1 0 4 ) .

A la te  ad d it ion  to The E x c u r s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  w r i t t e n  a p p a r e n t ly

2 6ju s t  p r i o r  to i t s  p u b l i c a t io n  in 1814 ,  s h o w s  W o r d s w o r th  g iv in g  w a y  

a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  to the p o e t ' s  i m p u l s e  to  "spurn" n a t u r e ' s  "bounded  

r e i g n . "  T h is  p a s s a g e  (II. 8 3 0 - 8 7 4 )  i m p r e s s e d  one  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  a s  a s i n g u l a r  i n s t a n c e  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  d e s c r i p t i v e  

p o w e r s ,  fo r  he  quoted  it  with  th is  c o m m e n t  in an a r t i c l e  "On the  

G e n iu s  and W rit in g s  o f  W ord sw orth "  that a p p e a r e d  in the  N ew  M onthly  

M a g a z in e  on  N o v e m b e r  1, 1820:
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T a k e  for  e x a m p l e ,  the fo l l o w in g  p i c t u r e  of m a s s e s  of  
v a p o u r  r e c e d i n g  a m o n g  the s t e e p s  and s u m m i t s  of the  
m o u n ta in s  a f t e r  a s t o r m  b e n e a th  an a z u r e  sky; the  
e a r l i e r  p ar t  of w h ic h  s e e m s  a l m o s t  l ik e  a n o t h e r  g l i m p s e  
of  M i l to n ' s  h e a v e n ;  and the c o n c l u s i o n  of  w h ic h  i m p r e s s e s  
us s o l e m n l y  w ith  the m o s t  awful v i s i o n s  of H e b r e w  
p r o p h e c y .  27

That  i s  to  s a y ,  s i n c e  M i l to n ' s  s c e n e s  in the e m p y r e a n  a r e  d raw n f r o m

S c r ip t u r e ,  that  the e n t i r e  p a s s a g e  i s  r e m a r k a b l y  M i l to n ic .  E q u a l ly

n o ta b le  a r e  the e c h o e s  f r o m  the p a s s a g e s  of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y

that we  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s i n g  in c o n n e c t io n  w ith  h is  m a n u s c r i p t  n o te .

O nce  aga in ,  the  p r o s p e c t  i s  v i e w e d  a f t e r  a d i f f i c u l t  journey:

A s i n g l e  s t e p ,  that f r e e d  m e  f r o m  the s k i r t s  
Of the b l ind  v a p o u r ,  o p e n e d  to m y  v i e w  
G l o r y  b e y o n d  a l l  g l o r y  e v e r  s e e n  
B y w aking  s e n s e  or  by  the d r e a m i n g  so u l !

(8 3 0 - 8 3 3 )

The f i r s t  s ig h t  " o p en ed  to" Satan 's  "v iew " on h is  e m e r g e n c e  f r o m

Chaos  i s  " in im i t a b le  on E a r t h  B y  M o d e l ,  o r  by Shading p e n c i l  drawn"

(P .  L. , III. 5 0 8 - 5 0 9 )  o r ,  a s  W o r d s w o r th  puts  it ,  a "g lory"  b ey o n d

the p o w e r s  of "waking s e n s e "  or " d r e a m i n g  soul"  to c o n c e i v e .

T h rou gh  1820 ,  th i s  p o r t io n  of the d e s c r i p t i o n  c o n t in u e s  with

a r e v e a l i n g  c o n c e s s i o n  to the p o e t i c  v a lu e  of  the  h e a v e n l y  " p r o s p e c t "

that i s  to fo l low;  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  too ,  i s  the r e i t e r a t i o n  of i t s  in i m i t a b l e

g o r g e o u s n e s s :

Though I a m  c o n s c i o u s  that no  p o w e r  of w o r d s  
Can bod y  forth ,  no  h u e s  o f  s p e e c h  can  pain t  
That g o r g e o u s  s p e c t a c l e  - - t o o  b r ig h t  and f a i r  
E v e n  for  r e m e m b r a n c e ;  y e t  the  a t t e m p t  m a y  g iv e  
C o l la t e r a l  i n t e r e s t  to th i s  h o m e l y  T a l e  . . . .  28

That  " f a m i l i a r  a p p e a r a n c e s "  in "the w o r ld  r e a l l y  e x i s t in g "  m a y

r e q u ir e  the " c o l l a t e r a l  i n t e r e s t "  of  the s u p e r n a t u r a l  to e n s u r e  the

r e a d e r ' s  e n jo y m e n t ,  i s  a s t a r t l in g  a d m i s s i o n  fo r  W o r d s w o r th  to m a k e .
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It i s  no s u r p r i s e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that t h e s e  l i n e s  d i s a p p e a r  a f t e r  1820.

But the r e t e n t i o n  of  the " g o r g e o u s  s p e c t a c l e "  t e s t i f i e s  to W o r d s w o r t h ' s

p l e a s u r e  in  sp u rn in g  the  "bounded reign" o f  the  " f a m i l ia r "  and to the

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p l e a s u r e  he  e x p e c t s  to e x c i t e  in h is  r e a d e r s .  He

p r o c e e d s  w ith  what  the N e w  M onth ly  M a g a z in e  r e v i e w e r  c a l l s  " a n o th er

g l i m p s e  of M i l to n ' s  heaven":

The a p p e a r a n c e ,  i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  d i s c l o s e d ,
Was of a m i g h t y  c i t y - - b o l d l y  s a y  
A w i l d e r n e s s  o f  b u i ld in g ,  s in k in g  far  
And s e l f - w i t h d r a w n  into  a b o u n d l e s s  depth.
F a r  s ink ing  in to  s p l e n d o r - - w i t h o u t  end!
F a b r i c  it s e e m e d  of d ia m o n d  and of  go ld ,
With a l a b a s t e r  d o m e s ,  and s i l v e r  s p i r e s ,
And b la z in g  t e r r a c e  upon t e r r a c e ,  h igh  
Uplif ted;  h e r e ,  s e r e n e  p a v i l i o n s  b r ig h t ,
In a v e n u e s  d i s p o s e d ;  t h e r e ,  t o w e r s  b e g i r t  
With b a t t l e m e n t s  that  on t h e i r  r e s t l e s s  f r o n t s  
B o r e  s t a r s  - - i l l u m i n a t i o n  of a l l  g e m s !

( 8 3 4 - 8 4 5 )

T h e  " m ig h ty  c i ty  . . . i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  d i s c l o s e d "  i s  M i l to n ' s  " r en o w n 'd

M et r o p o l i s "  that the " ey e  d i s c o v e r s  u n a w a re " ;  W o r d s w o r th ' s

" w i l d e r n e s s  of  b u i ld in g ,  " " s i l v e r  s p i r e s , "  " to w e r s  b e g i r t  With

b a t t l e m e n t s "  p a r a l l e l  M i l t o n ' s  " g l i s t e r i n g  S p i r e s  and P i n n a c l e s "

(P.  L. , III. 5 4 7 - 5 5 0 ) ;  the " F a b r i c  . . .  o f  d ia m o n d  and of  g o l d ,"  the

"fronts"  that " B o r e  s t a r s  - - i l l u m i n a t i o n  of a l l  g e m s "  f o l lo w  the p a t te r n

of  M i l to n 's  h e a v e n l y  Gate:

T h e  w ork  a s  o f  a K in g ly  P a l a c e  Gate  
With F r o n t i s p i e c e  of  D ia m o n d  and Gold  
I m b e l l i s h t ;  th i c k  w ith  s p a r k l in g  o r i e n t  G e m s  
T h e  P o r t a l  s h o n e ,  i n i m i t a b l e  .on E a rth  . . . .

(III. 5 0 5 - 5 0 8 )

T he  e c h o e s  of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  ow n p o e t r y ,  and the in n er  c o n f l i c t  

that th e y  r e v e a l ,  a r e  e q u a l ly  n o t e w o r t h y .  T h e  " m ig h ty  city" and  

" a l a b a s t e r  d o m e s "  that he  d e s c r i b e s  so  p l e a s u r a b l y  in  1814 r e c a l l  the
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"Indian c i t a d e l , "  e n v i s i o n e d  in the Y o r k s h i r e  s k i e s  - - a d m i r e d  a s  a

w o n d er  " n e v e r  im a g in e d "  in Sonnet XI (1802) ,  but r e j e c t e d  a long  with

29" e v e r y  sh a p e  of s k y - b u i l t  dome" in Sonnet  XII (1804) .  T h e y  a l s o

e v o k e  the " P a l a c e s  and D o m e s  Of P l e a s u r e "  of G e h o l ' s  G a r d e n s

(P r e l .  , VIII. 1 1 9 - 1 4 3 ) ,  d e n ig r a t e d  a long  with  t h e i r  M i l to n ic  and

C o l e r i d g e a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  ^  in  f a v o r  of the " t r a c t  m o r e  e x q u i s i t e l y

fa ir" of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  n a t iv e  c o u n try .  T he  t e l l t a l e  " h e r e  and th ere"

a p p e a r a n c e  of " p a v i l i o n s  bright" and " t o w e r s  b e g i r t  With b a t t l e m e n ts "

r e f l e c t  the " h e r e  and th ere"  d i s p l a y  o f  r u r a l  i m a g e s  of the m a n u s c r i p t

note  and of a l l  the r u r a l  p r o s p e c t s  of An E v e n in g  Walk, T he  P r e l u d e ,

and The E x c u r s i o n  i t s e l f .

What has  h ap p en ed  to  the W o r d s w o r th  who i n s i s t s  that the

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a " f a m i l i a r  a p p e a r a n c e "  g i v e s  " far  m o r e  p l e a s u r e "  than

a " s e a  of J a s p e r  o r  l i q u i d P e a r l ,  " a " p a la c e  g a t e  i m b e l l i s h e d  with

d ia m o n d  and with  g o ld ,"  or  a p a ir  of " g o ld e n  s t a i r s  , . . o c c a s i o n a l l y

l e t  down f r o m  h ea v e n " ?  W o r d s w o r th  i n t e r j e c t s  the a n t i c i p a t e d

m o d i f i c a t io n ;  h i s  m a r v e l s  i s s u e  f r o m  n a t u r a l  p h en o m e n a :

B y  e a r t h ly  n a t u r e  had the e f f e c t  b e e n  w ro u g h t  
Upon the d ark  m a t e r i a l s  o f  the s t o r m  
N ow  p a c i f i ed ;  on t h e m ,  and on the  c o v e s  
And m o u n t a i n - s t e e p s  and s u m m i t s ,  w h e r e u n to  
The v a p o u r s  had r e c e d e d ,  taking t h e r e  
T h e i r  s t a t io n  u n d er  a c e r u l e a n  sky .

( 8 4 6 - 8 5 1 )

M il ton  j u s t i f i e s  h i s  m a r v e l s  in  the s a m e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  t e r m s  that  

W o r d s w o r th  e m p l o y s .  F o l lo w in g  c l o s e  upon the fa b u lo u s  p r o s p e c t  

c r i t i c i z e d  by  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  note  (P. L. , III. 501 - 5 5 1 )  i s  

M il to n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the Sun, a n o t h e r  l a n d s c a p e  of  go ld ,  s i l v e r ,
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and v a r i e d  j e w e l s  (III. 591 -5 9 7 ) .  "What w o n d e r ,  " s a y s  M i l to n ,  that

su c h  p r o d i g i e s  s h o u ld  e x i s t  on the Sun, if

Th' A r c h - c h e m i c  Sun s o  far  f r o m  us  r e m o t e  
P r o d u c e s  w ith  T e r r e s t r i a l  H u m o r  m i x t  
H e r e  in the d ark  s o  m a n y  p r e c i o u s  th in g s  
Of c o l o r  g l o r i o u s  and e f f e c t  s o  r a re ?

(6 0 6 - 6 1 2 )

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  a p o lo g e t i c  in t e r p o l a t io n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  but w i th  a

d i f f e r e n c e :  what  he  j u s t i f i e s  in T he  E x c u r s i o n  (1814)  a s  an

" e f f e c t  , . . wrought"  by " e a r t h ly  n a t u r e , "  he  d i s m i s s e d  a s  u n j u s t i f ia b le

31in  Sonnet  XII (1804)  w h e r e  a " s k y - b u i l t  d o m e ,  Though c la d  in  c o l o u r s  

beau t i fu l  and pure" can  " F in d  in the  h e a r t  of m a n  no n a tu r a l  h o m e .  11

A s  w e  cont in ue  r e a d in g ,  we  r e a l i z e  that W o r d w o r th ' s  e x p l a n a ­

t io n  h a s  b e e n  a m e r e  q u a lm  b e f o r e  a n o t h e r  M i l to n ic  b u r s t  into the  

e m p y r e a n :  "Oh, 'twas  an u n im a g in a b le  s ig h t ! "  he e c h o e s  M i l to n  once

m o r e :

C lou d s ,  m i s t s ,  s t r e a m s ,  w a t e r y  r o c k s  and e m e r a l d  turf ,  
Clouds o f  a l l  t in c t u r e ,  r o c k s  and s a p p h i r e  sk y ,
C on fu sed ,  c o m m i n g l e d ,  m u t u a l ly  in f la m e d ,
M o l te n  t o g e t h e r ,  and c o m p o s i n g  th u s ,
E a ch  l o s t  in  e a c h ,  that m a r v e l o u s  a r r a y  
Of t e m p l e ,  p a l a c e ,  c i t a d e l ,  and huge  
F a n t a s t i c  p om p o f  s t r u c t u r e  w ithout  n a m e ,
In f l e e c y  fo ld s  v o l u m i n o u s ,  e n w r a p p e d .

( 8 5 2 - 8 6 0 )

T he  M i l to n ic  o r i g i n s  of t h e s e  i m a g e s  can  b e s t  be  t r a c e d  th rough  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  own p o e t r y .  The  f u s io n  of  c o l o r s  and o b j e c t s ,

" m u tu a l ly  in f la m e d ,  " that c o m p o s e  th is  " m a r v e l o u s  a r r a y  Of t e m p l e ,  

p a l a c e ,  c i t a d e l ,  and huge  F a n t a s t i c  pom p" lo o k s  b a c k  to the w o n d e r s  

of  G e h o l ' s  G a r d e n s  w h e r e  " R o c k s ,  D e n s ,  and G r o v e s  of fo l ia g e"  w e r e  

"taught to  m e l t  Into e a c h  o th e r  t h e i r  o b s e q u io u s  hu es"  (P r e l .  ,

VIII. 1 3 4 - 1 3 5 ) .  And t h e s e  l i n e s  in tu rn  l e a d  to the " s w e e t  in t e r c h a n g e
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Of H i l l  and V a l l e y ,  R i v e r s ,  W ood s ,  and P l a i n s  . . . R o c k s ,  D e n s ,

and C aves"  ( P. L. , IX. 1 1 5 - 1 1 8 )  that m a d e  E d e n  "A happy ru ra l  s e a t

32of v a r i o u s  v iew" (P.  L. , IV. 247) .  T he  " c o m m in g le d "  e f f e c t  of

c lo u d s ,  r o c k s ,  and sk y  a l s o  r e c o l l e c t s ,  a long with i t s  M i l to n ic

r e v e r b e r a t i o n s  (P .  L. , III. 5 7 -6 2 ;  V . 619^ 623) ,  the e m p y r e a n  v i s i o n

that e m e r g e d  f r o m  " g l e a m s  o f  sk y  And c lo u d s ,  and i n t e r m i n g l e d

m o u n ta in  to p s ,  In one  i n s e p a r a b l e  g l o r y  clad" (P r e l .  , X. 4 7 8 - 4 8 3 ) ,
33w hen  W o r d s w o r th  h e a r d  the n e w s  of  R o b e s p i e r r e ' s  fa l l .  The  

" F a n t a s t i c  p om p  of s t r u c t u r e "  e v o k e s  the " S t r u c t u r e  high . . . m y s ­

t e r i o u s l y  . . . m e a n t " - - t h e  g o ld e n  s t a i r s  of P a r a d i s e  L o s t  (III. 5 0 2 - 5 1 6 ) .

A s  W o r d s w o r th  d e v e l o p s  h i s  v i s i o n  in  T h e  E x c u r s i o n ,  i t s  

a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  the R o b e s p i e r r e  p a s s a g e  in The  P r e l u d e  r e c e i v e s  

fu r t h e r  s u b s t a n t ia t io n ,  for  it i s  a " C o n s i s t o r y "  in  H e a v e n  d e s c r i b e d  in  

g r e a t e r  deta il :

R ight  in the m i d s t ,  w h e r e  i n t e r s p a c e  a p p e a r e d
Of o p e n  co ur t ,  an o b j ec t  l i k e  a th ro n e
U n d er  a s h in in g  ca n o p y  of  s ta te
Stood f ixed;  and f ix e d  r e s e m b l a n c e s  w e r e  s e e n
T o  i m p l e m e n t s  of  o r d i n a r y  u s e ,
But v a s t  in s i z e ,  in s u b s t a n c e  g lo r i f i e d ;
Such a s  by H e b r e w  P r o p h e t s  w e r e  b e h e ld  
In v i s i o n - - f o r m s  uncouth  of m i g h t i e s t  p o w e r  
F o r  a d m i r a t i o n  and m y s t e r i o u s  a w e .

(II. 8 6 1 - 8 6 9 )

U n d er  the " fu lgent  s p e c t a c l e "  f r o m  w h ich  W o r d s w o r th  cou ld  

not  a v e r t  h i s  "gaze"  in  The P r e l u d e  , "L ay ,  a s  . . . [ h e ]  knew, the  

n e s t  of p a s t o r a l  v a l e s  A m o n g  w h o s e  h ap p y  f i e l d s  . . . [ h e ]  had  g r o w n  

up F r o m  Childhood" (X. 4 8 4 - 4 8 9 ) .  The  s a m e  p r e e m i n e n c e  of s u p e r ­

n a tu ra l  o v e r  na tu ra l  p e r s i s t s  in The  E x c u r s io n :
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T h is  l i t t l e  V a l e ,  a d w e l l i n g - p l a c e  o f  Man,
L a y  lo w  b e n e a th  m y  feet;  ' twas  v i s i b l e - -  
I s a w  not,  but I f e l t  that it  w a s  th e r e .
That  w hich  I s a w  w a s  the r e v e a l e d  abode  
Of S p ir i t s  in  b e a t i tu d e  . . . .

( 8 7 0 - 8 7 4 ;  i t a l i c s  W. 's)

In the c l o s i n g  l i n e ,  W o r d s w o r th  f o r g e s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  l in k  b e t w e e n  the  

H e a v e n  of P a r a d i s e  L o s t  (III. 5 7 - 6 2 ) ,  the h e a v e n l y  " C o n s i s to r y "  of  

T h e  P r e l u d e , and the h e a v e n l y  "court"  of The E x c u r s i o n . T he  

" i n s e p a r a b l e  g lory"  of T h e  P r e l u d e ' s  S e r a p h s  and the  "beat i tude" of  

The E x c u r s i o n ' s  S p ir i t s  h a v e  t h e i r  s o u r c e  in M i l t o n ' s  " S a n c t i t i e s  of  

Heaven" ra n g ed  "th ick  as  S ta rs"  about the th ro n e  of  the  " A lm ig h ty  

F ath er"  f r o m  w h o s e  "s ight" th ey  " r e c e i v ' d  B e a t i tu d e  p a s t  u t t e r a n c e . "

In B ook III of T h e  E x c u r s i o n ,  W o r d sw o r th  h i m s e l f  c a l l s  a t t e n ­

t io n  to  the i n t e r r e l a t i o n  of  t h e s e  s e g m e n t s  of h i s  v e r s e .  T h e  S o l i t a r y  

i s  r ec o u n t in g  the fa l l  o f  the  B a s t i l l e ;  o n c e  m o r e ,  u n d e r  the s t r e s s  of  

e m o t i o n ,  v i s i o n  s u p e r s e d e s  r e a l i t y .  While  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r o v id e  

an i m p l i c i t  a n a lo g y  to  the R o b e s p i e r r e  p a s s a g e  in T h e  P r e l u d e , the

S o l i t a r y  c o m p a r e s  th is  m a r v e l o u s  s e i z u r e  to  h i s  v i s i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e

34in  the m o u n ta in s  d i s c l o s e d  in B o o k  II:

The c r a s h  it  [ th e  B a s t i l l e ]  m a d e  in f a l l in g !  F r o m  the w r e c k  
A g o ld e n  p a l a c e  r o s e ,  or  s e e m e d  to r i s e ,
The ap p o in ted  s e a t  o f  e q u i ta b le  la w
And m i l d  p a t e r n a l  s w a y .  T he  potent  s h o c k
I felt:  the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  I p e r c e i v e d .
A s  m a r v e l o u s l y  s e i z e d  a s  in that m o m e n t  
When, f r o m  the  b l in d  m i s t  i s s u i n g ,  I b e h e ld  
G lo r y  - -b e y o n d  a l l  g l o r y  e v e r  s e e n ,
C on fu s ion  in f in i t e  of  h e a v e n  and e a r t h ,
D a z z l in g  the  so u l .

(III. 7 1 3 - 7 2 2 )

Enough h a s  b e e n  s a id  r e g a r d in g  the M i l to n ic  u n d e rp in n in g s  of  

the r e l a t e d  p a s s a g e s  in The  P r e l u d e  and The E x c u r s i o n  to r e q u i r e  no 

b e la b o r in g  h e r e .  The  h o p e s  for  the n e w  d e m o c r a c y  e x p r e s s e d  in " m i ld
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p a t e r n a l  sway" i n j e c t  a new  M i l t o n ic  no te  r e m i n i s c e n t  of M i c h a e l ' s

p r o m i s e  to  A d a m  that h e  w i l l  not be  d e n ie d  the c a r e  and g u id a n c e  of

God a f t e r  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  Eden: God w i l l  be  found in v a l l e y  and p la in

" s t i l l  c o m p a s s i n g  th e e  round With g o o d n e s s  and p a t e r n a l  L o v e"  (P . L. ,

XI. 3 4 9 - 3 5 3 ) .  T he  p a t t e r n  fo r  c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o p o s e d  by M i l to n

in  The R e a s o n  o f  C hu rch  G o v e r n m e n t  p r o v i d e s  a c l o s e r  m o d e l  fo r  the

c i v i l  g o v e r n m e n t  e n v i s i o n e d  by W o r d s w o r t h  in t h e s e  l i n e s .  U n d er  the

new  co v en a n t  o f  the G o s p e l ,  M i l to n  e x p l a i n s ,  God i s  no lo n g e r :

. . .  a judge a f t e r  the s e n t e n c e  of the L a w ,  
n o r  as  it  w e r e  a s c h o o l m a i s t e r  of  p e r i s h a b l e  
r i t e s ,  but a m o s t  in d u lg en t  fa t h e r  g o v e r n i n g  
h i s  C hurch a s  a f a m i l y  o f  s o n s  in  t h e i r  d i s ­
c r e e t  age;  and t h e r e f o r e  in  the s w e e t e s t  and  
m i l d e s t  m a n n e r  of p a t e r n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  . . . .  35

In an e x t e n s i v e  d e s c r i p t i v e  s e q u e n c e  in B ook  IX of  The  E x c u r s i o n  , 

W o r d s w o r th  a t t e m p t s  to r e c o n c i l e  h i s  con ten d in g  a f f i n i t i e s  for  the  

r u r a l  p r o s p e c t s  that the m a n u s c r i p t  note  e s t i m a t e s  to  be  "the m o s t  

v a lu a b le  par t  of the p o e t ' s  p r o v in c e "  and fo r  the c o s m o l o g i c a l  and  

m y t h i c a l  l a n d s c a p e s  w ith  w hich  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  ab ou n d s .  T h e  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s  a r e  f a m i l ia r :  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f ic u l t  c l im b ;  a " fa i r  p r o s p e c t "

o p e n s  g r a d u a l l y  to  the s ight;  t h e r e  i s  a s t r e t c h  of  w a t e r ,  a m a j e s t i c  

c h u r c h - t o w e r ,  c o t t a g e s ;  the v a l l e y  has  the  " r o c k s  i m p a s s a b l e  and  

m o u n ta in s  h u g e , "  the p e a c e  and p r i s t i n e  s i m p l i c i t y  of Eden:

a s  w e  c lo m b ,
The V a l l e y ,  open in g  out h e r  b o s o m ,  g a v e  
F a i r  p r o s p e c t ,  i n t e r c e p t e d  l e s s  and l e s s ,
O ' e r  the  f la t  m e a d o w s  and in d en ted  c o a s t  
Of the s m o o t h  la k e ,  in c o m p a s s  seen:  f a r  off ,
And y e t  c o n s p i c u o u s ,  s to o d  the old C h u r c h - t o w e r ,
In m a j e s t y  p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  f i e l d s  
And h a b i ta t io n s  s e e m i n g l y  p r e s e r v e d
F r o m  a l l  i n t r u s i o n  o f  the  r e s t l e s s  w o r ld  
By r o c k s  i m p a s s a b l e  and m o u n ta in s  hu ge .

( 5 7 0 - 5 7 9 )
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S uddenly  a n o t h e r  p r o s p e c t ,  th i s  t i m e  in the  sk y ,  " d i s c o v e r s "  i t s e l f  

"un aw are"  th ro u g h  the m i s t .  It i s  in  e v e r y  r e s p e c t  a  d u p l ic a te  o f  the  

"effect  . . . wrought"  by  " e a r t h l y  nature"  in  B o o k  II of  T h e  E x c u r s i o n  . 

A l s o  e v id e n t  a r e  i t s  a f f i n i t i e s  to the G a r d e n s  o f  G e h o l  and the  

C o n s i s t o r y  of  bu rn in g  S e r a p h s  in  The  P r e l u d e . T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  no  

a p p a re n t  in d ic a t io n  of  s u p e r n a t u r a l  v i s io n :

A l r e a d y  had the  sun,
Sinking w ith  l e s s  than  o r d i n a r y  s t a t e ,
A t ta in e d  h is  w e s t e r n  bound; but r a y s  of l i g h t - -  
N o w  su d d e n ly  d iv e r g in g  f r o m  the orb  
R e t i r e d  beh in d  th e  m o u n t a i n - t o p s  o r  v e i l e d  
B y  the  d e n s e  a i r - - s h o t  u p w a r d s  to the  c r o w n  
Of the  b lu e  f i r m a m e n t - - a l o f t  and wide:
And m u l t i t u d e s  o f  l i t t l e  f lo a t in g  c lo u d s ,
T h r o u g h  t h e i r  e t h e r e a l  t e x t u r e  pie  r e e d - - e r e  w e ,
Who s a w ,  of  ch a n g e  w e r e  c o n s c i o u s  - -h ad  b e c o m e  
V iv id  as  f i r e ;  c lo u d s  s e p a r a t e l y  p o i s e d ,  - -  
I n n u m e r a b le  m u lt i tu d e  o f  f o r m s  
S c a t t e r e d  throu gh  h a l f  the  c i r c l e  o f  the sky;
And g iv in g  b ack ,  and sh e d d in g  e a c h  on e a ch ,
With p r o d ig a l  c o m m u n io n ,  the  b r ig h t  h u e s  
W hich f r o m  the u n a p p a ren t  fount o f  g l o r y  
T h e y  had  im b ib e d ,  and c e a s e d  not to r e c e i v e .
T hat  w h ic h  the h e a v e n s  d i s p l a y e d ,  the  l iq u id  deep  
R e p e a ted ;  but w ith  u n i ty  s u b l i m e !

(E x c .  , IX. 5 9 0 - 6 0 8 )  

In th is  s e q u e n c e ,  W o r d s w o r th  d i s p l a y s  the  d a z z l in g  c o m p l e x i t y  w ith  

w hich  h e  can  p l a y  h i s  g a m e  o f  c o m b in in g  f a v o r i t e  p a s s a g e s  of p o e tr y .  

T he  la b y r in t h in e  in t e r v o lu t io n  of  th r e a d s  f r o m  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , f r o m  

h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  n o te ,  and f r o m  the p o e t r y  that he  f a s h i o n e d  out o f  the  

f o r m e r  two,  l e a v e s  the m in d  m a z e d .  " O r d in a r y  s tate"  s u g g e s t s  the  

"ca n o p y  o f  s tate"  of  the H e a v e n l y  Court of B o o k  II of  T h e  E x c u r s i o n  

( 8 6 2 - 8 6 3 ) ,  r e c a l l s  the c o u r t l i n e s s  o f  the " c r o w n  of b u rn ing  S erap h s"  

in  the R o b e s p i e r r e  p a s s a g e  o f  The  P r e l u d e  (X. 4 8 1 - 4 8 3 ) ,  and p o in t s

to the s c e n e s  in  H e a v e n  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  (III. 5 7 - 6 2 ;  V. 6 1 9 - 6 2 3 ) .
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T he  s u n b e a m s  " sh ot  u p w a rd s  to the crown" h a v e  a c o m m o n  s o u r c e  

with the " e f f e c t  . , . wrought"  by  " e a r t h l y  nature"  (E x c . , II. 8 4 6 - 8 4 7 )  

in M i l to n ' s  l a n d s c a p e  o f  the  Sun (P .  L., , III. 6 0 6 -6 1 9 ) " ^  w h e r e  the Sun's  

" B e a m s  . . . sh o t  u p w a rd  s t i l l  d irec t"  ( 6 1 6 - 6 1 8 ) .  T he  " m u l t i t u d e s  

of  l i t t l e  f loa t in g  c louds" and t h e i r  " e t h e r e a l  t ex tu re"  r e s e m b l e  the  

" C lou d s  o f  a l l  t in c tu r e"  (E x c .  , II. 854)  and the "one e t h e r e a l  s u b s ta n c e "  

of the "burning S era p h s"  (P r e l .  , X. 481) .  The  "br igh t  h u e s  . . . g iv in g  

b a ck ,  and s h e d d in g  e a c h  on e a c h ,  With p r o d ig a l  co m m u n io n "  a r e  the  

s a m e  c o l o r s  that a r e  " C o n f u sed ,  c o m m i n g l e d ,  m u t u a l ly  in f la m e d ,

M o lte n  to g e th er"  and " E a c h  l o s t  in each"  (E x c . , II. 8 5 2 - 8 5 9 ) .  T h e y  

a r e  a l s o :  the " i n s e p a r a b l e  g lory"  of  the " i n t e r m i n g l e d  m o u n ta in  tops"

of the R o b e s p i e r r e  p a s s a g e  (P r e l .  , X. 4 7 9 - 4 8 0 ) ;  the  " R o c k s ,  D e n s ,  

and G r o v e s  o f  f o l i a g e  taught to m e l t l n t o  e a c h  o th e r  t h e i r  o b s e q u io u s  

h u es"  of  G e h o l ' s  G a r d e n s  (P r e l .  , VIII. 1 3 4 -1 3 5 ) ;  and the " s w e e t  

i n t e r c h a n g e  Of H i l l  and V a l l e y ,  R i v e r s ,  Woods and P l a i n s  . . . R o c k s ,  

D e n s ,  and C aves"  of  E d en  (P .  L.  , IX. 1 1 5 - 1 1 8 ) .  The  " br igh t  h u e s  . . . 

im bibed"  f r o m  the  " un app arent  fount  of g lory"  s u g g e s t  the " G lo r y  

b eyon d  a l l  g l o r y  s een "  of  the two p r e v i o u s  p a s s a g e s  in  The E x c u r s i o n  

(II. 832; III. 720) ,  the " i n s e p a r a b l e  g lory"  with  w h ic h  the "burning  

S eraphs"  a r e  c la d  (P r e l .  , X. 4 8 0 - 4 8 3 ) ,  the  " c o l o r  g l o r io u s "  that "Th'  

A r c h - c h e m i c  Sun . . . P r o d u c e s  [ w h e n ]  w ith  T e r r e s t r i a l  H u m o r  m ixt"  

( la n d s c a p e  of  the Sun, P. L. , III. 6 0 8 - 6 1 2 ) ,  the g o ld  of the sun  that  

p a in ts  the  " f l e e c y  s k ir t s "  of " M i s t s  and E x h a la t io n s"  . . .  to  d e c k  with  

Clouds th' u n c o l o r e d  sky" (M orning  P r a y e r  o f  A d a m  and E v e ,  P .  L. ,

V. 1 8 5 - 1 8 9 ) .  T h e  "unity  s u b l im e "  r e f l e c t s  the " h a r m o n y  Div ine"  of
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the A n g e l s  dancing  in " i n t e r v o l v 1 d" m o t i o n s  about the t h ro n e  o f  God

(P .  L. , V. 6 1 9 - 6 2 5 )  f r o m  w h ich  the " c r o w n  of  b u rn in g  S e r a p h s ,  "

" in te r m i n g le d "  and " in s e p a r a b le "  (P r e l .  , X. 4 7 9 - 4 8 3 )  ta k e s  i t s  

37s u g g e s t i o n .

T h i s  " r e f u lg e n t  s p e c t a c l e "  (E x c .  , IX. 611) ,  r e m i n i s c e n t  of

the " fu lgen t  s p e c t a c l e "  of the R o b e s p i e r r e  s e q u e n c e  (P r e l .  , X. 487 ) ,

38i n s p i r e s  the P a s t o r  to p r a y e r ,  the  s p i r i t  of w h ic h  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e s

the m o r n in g  p r a y e r  of  A d a m  and E v e  (P .  L. , V. ). T h e  P a s t o r  s e e s  in

the  n a tu ra l  c o n f ig u r a t io n  o f  c loud  and c o l o r  a " l o c a l  t r a n s i t o r y  type" of

the h e a v e n l y  c o u r t s  of  B o o k  X of T h e  P r e l u d e , B o o k  II of  The E x c u r s i o n ,

and the s e v e r a l  h e a v e n l y  s c e n e s  o f  P a r a d i s e  L o s t :

E t e r n a l  Sp ir i t !  u n i v e r s a l  God!
P o w e r  i n a c c e s s i b l e  to h u m a n  thought ,
Save  by  d e g r e e s  and s t e p s  w h ic h  thou h a s t  d e ig n e d  
T o  fu rn ish ;  for  th i s  e f f lu e n c e  of  t h y s e l f ,
To the i n f i r m i t y  of m o r t a l  s e n s e  
V o u c h s a fe d ;  th i s  l o c a l  t r a n s i t o r y  type  
Of th> p a t e r n a l  s p l e n d o u r s ,  and the p om p  
Of t h o s e  who fi l l  thy c o u r t s  in h i g h e s t  h e a v e n ,
The radiant  C h eru b im ;  - - a c c e p t  the t h a n k s  
W hich w e ,  thy h u m b le  C r e a t u r e s ,  h e r e  c o n v e n e d ,
P r e s u m e  to o f f e r  . . . .

(E x c .  , IX. 6 1 4 - 6 2 4 )

A d a m  and E v e  a d d r e s s  t h e i r  p r a y e r  to the " P a r e n t  o f

g ood  . . . who s i t ' s t  ab ove  t h e s e  H e a v e n s  T o  us  i n v i s i b l e  o r  d im ly  s e e n

In t h e s e  thy l o w e s t  w o r k s"  (P .  L. , V. 1 5 3 -1 5 8 ) .  T h e y ,  too ,  e n v i s i o n

the c o u r t  in heaven;

Speak y e e  who b e s t  can t e l l ,  y e  Sons o f  L ig h t ,
A n g e l s ,  for  y e e  b eh o ld  h i m ,  and with  s o n g s  
And c h o r a l  s y m p h o n i e s ,  D ay  without  N ight ,
C ir c l e  h i s  T h r o n e  r e j o i c i n g ,  y e e  in  H e a v 'n  . . . .

(P.  L. , V. 1 6 0 - 1 6 3 )
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In the P a s t o r ' s  p r a y e r ,  the " d e g r e e s  and s t e p s"  that God h as  

f u r n i s h e d  to  m a k e  H is  " P o w e r "  a c c e s s i b l e  "to h u m a n  thought" s u g g e s t  

the  ch a in  of  b e in g  and s c a l e  o f  l o v e  by  w h ich ,  R aphae l  e x p la in s  to A d a m  

and E v e ,  th ey  m a y  a s c e n d  to  h e a v e n  and h e a v e n l y  lo v e  (P.  L. , V. 4 7 0 - 5 0 5 ;  

VIII. 5 8 9 - 5 9 2 ) .  The  " lo c a l  t r a n s i t o r y  type" by w h ich  the " s p le n d o u r s "  

of the h e a v e n l y  c o u r t  a r e  " v o u ch sa fed "  to  the " i n f i r m i t y  o f  m o r t a l  

s e n s e "  d u p l ic a te s  the  m e th o d  by w h ic h  R ap h ae l  c o n s t r u e s  the e v e n t s  in  

h e a v e n  and the a c t s  of c r e a t i o n  for  A d a m  and Eve:  " m e a s u r i n g  th in gs

in H e a v 'n  by th in gs  on Earth" (VI. 893)  and "So to ld  a s  e a r t h l y  n o t ion  

can  r e c e i v e "  (VII. 179) .  A s  he  e x p la in e d  e a r l i e r :

w hat  s u r m o u n t s  the r e a c h  
Of h u m a n  s e n s e ,  I s h a l l  d e l in e a t e  so ,
B y  l ik 'n in g  s p ir i t u a l  to  c o r p o r a l  f o r m s ,
A s  m a y  e x p r e s s  t h e m  b e s t ,  though what i f  E a r t h  
B e  but the s h a d o w  of H e a v 'n ,  and th ings  t h e r e i n  
E a c h  to  o th er  l ik e ,  m o r e  than on E a r t h  i s  thought?

(P .  L .  , V. 571 -5 7 6 )

It i s  M il ton ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  who p r o v i d e s  W o r d s w o r th  w ith  the m e a n s  of  

r e c o n c i l i n g  the e f f e c t s  o f  e a r t h l y  n a t u r e  with  the w o r l d s  i m a g i n e d  by  

p o e t s  who s p u r n  the bounds  of n a t u r e ' s  re ign .

But W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o n f l i c t  n e v e r  r e a l l y  c o m e s  to r e s t .

39Ode 1814 ( c o m p o s e d  J a n u a ry  1816) r e i t e r a t e s  the e l e m e n t s  we h a v e  

t r a c e d  f r o m  P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,  the m a n u s c r i p t  n o te ,  and W o r d s w o r t h ' s  

p o e t r y  f r o m  1793 to 1814.  W o r d s w o r t h  tu rn s  the ta b le  on h is  own  

c o m m e n t  in  a s t r a n g e  way:  a r u r a l  p r o s p e c t ,  that i s  a s  i n i m i t a b l e  by

" h a p p ie s t  s k i l l  Of p en c i l"  a s  any of M i l to n ' s  o r  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  

c o s m o l o g i c a l  l a n d s c a p e s ,  i s  the p r o d u c t  of "Fancy"  f r e e d  f r o m  the  

l i m i t a t i o n s  of " c o r p o r e a l  s e n s e " :
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When the  so f t  hand o f  s l e e p  had c l o s e d  the la tc h  
On the t i r e d  h o u s e h o l d  of c o r p o r e a l  s e n s e ,
And F a n c y ,  k e e p in g  u n r e lu c t a n t  w atch ,
Was f r e e  h e r  c h o i c e s t  f a v o u r s  to  d i s p e n s e ;
I s a w ,  in  w o n d ro u s  p e r s p e c t i v e  d i s p l a y e d ,
A l a n d s c a p e  m o r e  a u g u s t  than  h a p p i e s t  s k i l l  
Of p e n c i l  e v e r  c lo th e d  with  - igh t  and shade;
An i n t e r m i n g l e d  p o m p  of v a l e  and h i l l ,
City ,  and n a v a l  s t r e a m ,  s u b u rb a n  g r o v e ,
And s t a t e l y  f o r e s t  w h e r e  the w i ld  d e e r  rove;
N o r  w an ted  lu r k in g  h a m l e t ,  d u sk y  t o w n s ,
And s c a t t e r e d  ru ra l  f a r m s  o f  a s p e c t  br ight ;
And, h e r e  and t h e r e ,  b e t w e e n  the p a s t o r a l  d o w n s ,  
T he  a z u r e  s e a  u p s w e l l e d  upon the s ig h t .
F a i r  p r o s p e c t ,  s u c h  as  B r i t a i n  o n ly  s h o w s !

(1 - 1 5 )

F r o m  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  day to  our  own,  it  h a s  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  

a s s u m e d  that  W o r d s w o r th  w a s  s i n g l e m i n d e d  in h i s  r e j e c t i o n  of  

s u p e r n a t u r a l  a g e n c i e s  and in  h is  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to " keep  the R e a d e r  in  

the c o m p a n y  o f  f l e s h  and b lood .  " W o r d s w o r t h ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  note  in  

P a r a d i s e  L o s t  h a s  l e d  us to p a s s a g e s  in h i s  p o e t r y  that r e v e a l  a 

running a r g u m e n t  on th is  q u e s t io n  w i th  M i l to n  and h i m s e l f  that  c o n ­

t in u ed  th rou gh ou t  the g r e a t e r  p a r t  of h i s  m o s t  c r e a t i v e  p e r io d .  It w a s  

not m e r e l y  a m a t t e r  of w h e t h e r  the  n a t u r a l  and the f a m i l i a r  p r o v id e d  

a b e t t e r  p r o v i n c e  fo r  the e x e r c i s e  of the i m a g i n a t io n ,  but w h e t h e r  the  

" w o r ld s  . . . i m a g i n e d  new" w e r e  the p r o d u c t  o f  the lo f t y  i m a g i n a t i o n  

or  of  the h u m b l e r  f a c u l t y  of  the fan cy .

H a z l i t t  f e l t  th is  to be  the  c r u x  o f  the  p r o b l e m  in  e v a lu a t in g  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y ,  a l though he s u b s t i t u t e s  h i s  own b a s i c  c l a s s i ­

f i c a t io n s  of p o e t r y  fo r  W o r d s w o r t h ' s .  " P o e t r y , "  he  s a y s ,  " m a y  be  

p r o p e r l y  d iv id e d  into tw o  c l a s s e s ;  the p o e t r y  of  i m a g i n a t i o n  and the  

p o e t r y  of  s e n t i m e n t . "  The  " c o m b i n a t io n  o f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  e x c e l l e n c e s "
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m a k e s  for  the  " p e r f e c t i o n  o f  p o e t r y " - - a  c o m b i n a t i o n  and p e r f e c t i o n  that

M i l to n  p o s s e s s e d  but that W o r d s w o r t h  did not.  It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  that

H a z l i t t ' s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  d e f i c i e n c y  in  the p o e t r y  of

i m a g i n a t i o n  sh o u ld  r e f e r  to the s a m e  p a s s a g e  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  that

W o r d s w o r th  m a r k e d  a s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  the p r a c t i c e  a g a i n s t  w h ic h  his

ow n p o e t i c  p h i lo s o p h y  contended:

[ W o r d s w o r t h ]  . . . h a s  none  o f  the p o m p  and d e c o r a ­
t ion  and s c e n i c  e f f e c t  of p o e tr y :  no g o r g e o u s  p a l a c e s
n o r  s o l e m n  t e m p l e s  a w e  the im a g in a t io n :  no c i t i e s
r i s e  w ith  g l i s t e r i n g  s p i r e s  and p i n n a c l e s  adorned:  we
m e e t  w ith  no kn ights  p r i c k e d  for th  on a i r y  s t e e d s ;  no  
h a ir b r e a d t h  e s c a p e s  and p e r i l o u s  a c c i d e n t s  by  f lo o d  o r  
f i e ld .  40

It i s  e v id e n t  f r o m  the p o e t r y  e x a m i n e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  that  

W o r d s w o r th  cou ld  n e v e r  quite  r e s o l v e  th i s  p r o b l e m  in h is  m in d .

When he g i v e s  w a y  to  the  i m p u l s e  to  i m a g e  p l e a s u r e  d o m e s  and  

g a r d e n s ,  e x o t i c  c i t a d e l s ,  h e a v e n l y  c o u r t s ,  and a n g e l i c  c o n s i s t o r i e s ,  

he w i l l  d e p r e c a t e  h i s  fan c i fu l  v a g a r i e s  in one  t e x t  and d e l e t e  the  

r e p u d ia t io n  in a l a t e r  v e r s i o n .  He n e v e r  s e e m s  quite  w i l l in g  to a d m it  

that t h e s e  v i s i o n s  a r e  p r o p e r l y  w i th in  the p r o v i n c e  o f  the  im a g i n a t io n .  

One p a s s a g e  in  B o o k  VIII of The  P r e l u d e  d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

ta c i t  a d m i s s i o n .  W o r d s w o r t h  i s  expoun din g  the p r o c e s s  by  w h ic h  h i s  

i m a g i n a t i o n  t r a n s f o r m e d  h i s  f i r s t  t r i v i a l  i m p r e s s i o n s  of L ondon  into  

"a th ing div ine" and e n a b le d  h i m  to s e e  th ro u g h  m e a n n e s s  and v u l g a r i t y  

to  m a j e s t y  and p o w e r  (1805: 6 9 5 - 7 9 6 ) .  T o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how  the  

i m a g i n a t i o n  a c t s  upon and t r a n s f o r m s  the o b j e c t s  of s e n s e ,  W o r d s w o r th  

e m p l o y s  an e x te n d e d  M i l to n ic  s i m i l e  that s h a r e s  w ith  the  s u p e r n a t u r a l  

v i s i o n s  and fab u lous  p r o s p e c t s  p r e v i o u s l y  e x a m in e d :  a T r a v e l l e r ,

sh i f t ing  f o r m s  and i n t e r m i n g l e d  c o l o r s ,  a Canopy,  S p e c t r e s ,  T o w e r s ,
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a W a r r i o r ,  a t h r o n e d  King,  an unen din g  S p e c t a c l e .  W o r d s w o r th  e v e n

41a d o p ts  M i l to n ' s  " s e e s  Or d r e a m s  h e  s e e s  (P .  L. , I. 7 8 3 - 7 8 4 )  to

j u s t i f y  s u c h  im a g i n in g s :

A s  w h e n  a T r a v e l l e r  hath f r o m  o p e n  day  
With t o r c h e s  p a s s ' d  into  s o m e  V ault  of  E arth ,
T h e  G r o t to  o f  A n t i p a r o s ,  o r  the D en  
Of Y o r d a s  a m o n g  C r a v e n ' s  m o u n ta in  t r a c t s ;
He lo o k s  and s e e s  the  c a v e r n  s p r e a d  and g r o w ,
W idening i t s e l f  on a l l  s i d e s ,  s e e s ,  o r  th inks  
He s e e s ,  e r e l o n g ,  the  ro o f  a b o v e  h i s  head ,
Which i n s t a n t ly  u n s e t t l e s  and r e c e d e s  
S u b s ta n c e  and sh a d o w ,  l igh t  and d a r k n e s s ,  a l l  
C o m m i n g l e d ,  m a k in g  up a Canopy  
Of S h a p e s  and F o r m s  and T e n d e n c i e s  to  Shape  
That sh i f t  and v a n i s h ,  ch a n g e  and in t e r c h a n g e  
L ik e  S p e c t r e s ,  f e r m e n t  qu ie t  and s u b l i m e  . . . .

(P r e l .  , 1805: VIII. 7 1 1 - 7 2 3 )

"A fter  a s h o r t  s p a c e , "  the s c e n e  w i l l  l i e  b e f o r e  h i m  "in  p e r f e c t

v iew "  - - r e a l i t y  " E x p o s e d  and l i f e l e s s . "  But  s h o u ld  he  " p a u se  a w h i le ,

and lo o k  a g a in

, . . a n e w  q u ick en in g  s h a l l  s u c c e e d ,  at f i r s t
B e g i n n in g  t i m i d l y ,  th en  c r e e p i n g  f a s t
T h r o u g h  a l l  w h ic h  h e  b e h o ld s ;  the s e n s e l e s s  m a s s ,
In i t s  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  w r i n k l e s ,  c a v i t i e s ,
T h ro u g h  a l l  i t s  s u r f a c e ,  w ith  a l l  c o l o u r s  s t r e a m i n g ,
L ik e  a m a g i c i a n ' s  a i r y  p a g e a n t ,  p a r t s ,
U n i t e s ,  e m b o d y in g  e v e r y w h e r e  s o m e  p r e s s u r e  
Or i m a g e ,  r e c o g n i z ' d  o r  n e w ,  s o m e  type  
Or p i c t u r e  o f  the w or ld;  f o r e s t s  and l a k e s ,
S h ip s ,  R i v e r s ,  T o w e r s ,  the W a r r i o r  c la d  in M a i l ,
T he  p r a n c in g  S teed ,  the P i l g r i m  w ith  h i s  Staff,
T he  m i t r e d  B i s h o p  and the th r o n e d  King,
A S p e c t a c l e  to  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  no end.

( 7 2 4 - 7 4 1 )

T h i s  i s  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  f i g u r a t iv e  e x p la n a t io n  of  the p r o c e s s  

by w hich  h is  i m a g i n a t i o n  t r a n s f o r m e d  the " v u lg a r  f o r m s "  and " m e a n  

s h a p e s "  of L o n d o n 's  " h o u s e s ,  . . . s t r e e t s ,  . . . m e n  and th ings"  

(1805: VIII. 6 9 5 - 6 9 7 )  into  a "thing d iv ine"  (VIII. 710).  The  e x p e r i e n c e  

i s  one o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  " s p o t s  o f  t im e":
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A w e ig h t  of  A g e s  did  at o n c e  d e s c e n d  
Upon m y  h e a r t ;  no thought  e m b o d i e d ,  no  
D i s t i n c t  r e m e m b r a n c e s ;  but w e ig h t  and p o w e r ,
P o w e r  g r o w in g  w i th  the w e ight:  a l a s !  I f e e l  
That I a m  tr i f l in g :  'twas a m o m e n t ' s  p a u s e .
A l l  that to o k  p la c e  w i th in  m e ,  c a m e  and w ent  
A s  in a m o m e n t ,  and I only  now  
R e m e m b e r  that it w a s  a th ing  d iv ine .

(7 0 3 - 7 1 0 )

H a v e n s  i s  o f  the o p in io n  that th is  s p i r i t u a l  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  " m o s t  l ike"

the  e v e n  m o r e  f a m o u s  "spot  of t im e"  that  W o r d sw o r th  e x p e r i e n c e d  in

42the  S im p lo n  P a s s ,  w h ich  o c c a s i o n e d  h i s  r 'em ark able  a p o s t r o p h e  to

the  "Im aginat ion"  (1805: VI. 5 2 5 -5 4 8 ;  1850: VI. 5 9 2 - 6 1 6 ) .

A r o u n d  1828,  W o r d s w o r th  had  s o m e  q u a lm s  about  a s c r i b i n g

s u c h  v i s i o n s  in  c a v e s  and g r o t t o s  to the im a g i n a t io n .  He i n s e r t s  h i s

u s u a l  r e s e r v a t i o n :  t h e s e  i m a g e s  w e r e  "Half  s e e n ,  c r e a t e d  h a l f  w ith

w anton  p o w e r . "  But r e c o g n i z i n g  by 1832 that  th i s  l i n e  c o n t r o v e r t s

the  p u r p o s e  fo r  w h ic h  the M i l to n ic  s i m i l e  w a s  d e s i g n e d - - t o  i l l u s t r a t e

the  w o r k i n g s  o f  the  im a g i n a t i o n  upon the s i g h t s  o f  L o n d o n - - h e  d e l e t e s

the  d i s p a r a g i n g  i n t e r j e c t i o n ,  s u b s t i t u t e s  a "hood ed  monk" and " V e i l e d

nun" f o r  the " m i t r e d  B ish o p "  and the  " th roned  K in g ,"  and m a in t a in s

that su c h  " gh os t ly"  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  h ave  a r e a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  own for  " E y e s
43that p e r c e i v e  th ro u g h  m in d s  that  c a n  in s p i r e "  (1850: VIII. 5 8 6 - 5 8 9 ) .

The fa c u l t y  that e n v i s i o n e d  T o w e r s ,  m a i l - c l a d  W a r r i o r s ,  

m i t r e d  B i s h o p s ,  and t h r o n e d  K in gs  in  the " p r o j e c t i o n s ,  w r i n k l e s ,  

c a v i t i e s "  o f  a g r o t to  e n a b le d  W o r d s w o r th  to  p e n e t r a t e  h i s  d i s ­

i l l u s i o n m e n t  with L ondon  and to  p e r c e i v e  i t s  t r u e  g r a n d e u r .  And a f t e r  

the  in n er  c o n f l i c t  that c h a r a c t e r i z e s  the c h a n g e s  in  th is  p a s s a g e  f r o m

the  1805 tex t  to i t s  f ina l  v e r s i o n  in 1832 (1805: VIII. 7 1 1 - 7 2 3 ;

441850: VIII. 5 6 0 - 5 8 9 ) ,  he  d e c i d e s  that s u c h  v i s i o n s  a r e  the a c h i e v e m e n t
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of  i m a g i n a t i o n  not ff n cy .  But the i m a g e s  that W o r d s w o r t h  e m p l o y s

to i l l u s t r a t e  the p r o c e s s  b y  w h ich  the i m a g i n a t i o n  b r o k e  th rou gh  to

the  truth  of London  h ave  a k in sh ip  w ith  the f i g u r e s  he  u s e s  to r ec o u n t

h i s  ch i ld hood  i l l u s i o n s  r e g a r d in g  London:

T h e r e  w a s  a t i m e  w h en  w h a t s o e ’e r  i s  f e ig n 'd  
Of a i r y  P a l a c e s ,  and G a r d e n s  bu i l t  
B y  G e n i i  o f  R o m a n c e ,  o r  hath  in g r a v e  
A u th en t ic  H i s t o r y  b e e n  s e t  for th  of R o m e ,
A l c a i r o ,  B a b y lo n ,  or  P e r s e p o l i s ,
O r  g i v e n  upon r e p o r t  by P i l g r i m - F r i a r s  
Of g o ld e n  C i t i e s  ten  m o n th s '  j o u r n e y  deep  
A m o n g  T a r t a r i a n  w i l d s ,  f e l l  s h o r t ,  far  s h o r t ,
Of that w h ich  I in  s i m p l e n e s s  b e l i e v e d  
And thought o f  London; h e ld  m e  b y  a ch a in  
L e s s  s t r o n g  o f  w o n d e r ,  and o b s c u r e  d e l igh t .
I know  not that h e r e i n  I s h o t  beyond  
T h e  c o m m o n  m a r k  o f  c h i ld h o o d  . . . .

(1805: VII. 8 1 - 9 3 )

T he  " a ir y  P a l a c e s ,  and G a r d e n s , "  the  r e n o w n e d  m e t r o p o l i s e s  of  

" A l c a i r o ,  B a b y lo n ,  or  P e r s e p o l i s , "  and " T a r t a r i a n  w i ld s "  p r o v id e  a 

double  l in k ,  th rou gh  " G e h o l ' s  G a r d e n s"  (P r e l .  , VIII) and M i l to n ' s  and  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  r ea d in g  of P u r c h a s ,  to  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  (I. 7 1 7 - 7 1 9 ;

III. 501 -5 5 1 )  and P a r a d i s e  R e g a in e d  (III. 2 8 0 - 2 8 4 ) . ^

In the s a m e  y e a r  (1832) that W o r d s w o r th  a t t r ib u t e s  the  

v i s i o n s  i n s p i r e d  by  the s u r f a c e  of a c a v e  to the im a g i n a t io n ,  he  i n s e r t s  

a l in e  into  h is  a c co u n t  of h i s  ch i ld h o o d  i m a g e  of  London  that  

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  th i s  s a m e  p r o c e s s  a s  "the b o l t  of c h i ld h o o d 's  Fancy"  

(1850: VII. 88).  The  c i r c l e  h a s  c o m e  fu ll  round. T h e s e  c o n f l i c t in g  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  r e m a i n  in the 1850 tex t ,  s o  that to  the v e r y  end  

W o r d s w o r th  cou ld  not f r e e  h i m s e l f  f r o m ,  n o r  r e s t  e a s y  with ,  h i s  

ju d g m e n ts  and t h e o r i e s  r e g a r d in g  the e x o t i c  and the s u p e r n a t u r a l .
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We h a v e  t r a v e l e d  a long  and to r tu o u s  w a y  f r o m  the m a r k  

b e s i d e  a s i n g l e  l in e  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , B ook  l i g a n d  the  m a n u s c r i p t  

note  that i s  one  of the m o r e  p e d e s t r i a n  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  

r e j e c t i o n  of  M i l to n ' s  c o s m o g r a p h i c  and e x o t i c  l a n d s c a p e s .  F r o m  that 

one v a n ta g e  po in t  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t - - w h e r e  M i l to n  c o m p a r e s  Sa tan 's  

f i r s t  v i e w ,  a s  he  e m e r g e s  f r o m  C haos ,  of the  n e w l y - c r e a t e d  e a r t h ,  

the "Sea . . . Of J a s p e r ,  o r  of l iq u id  P e a r l ,  " and the g o ld e n  s t a i r s  

l e a d in g  up to the G ate  of H e a v e n  to the f i r s t  s ig h t  of  a " good ly  p r o s p e c t  

of  s o m e  f o r e i g n  land" (III. 5 4 8 ) - - w e  h a v e  t r a v e r s e d  a l l  o f  M i l to n ' s  

u n i v e r s e ,  w ith  the e x c e p t i o n  o f  H e l l .  We h a v e  m o v e d  th rou gh  H e a v e n  

and E a r t h ,  the Sun, and the e a r t h l y  P a r a d i s e ;  w e  h a v e  s e e n  a fa b led  

c i ty  and a fa b led  g a r d e n .  In our  p u r s u i t  of the  " f a m i l i a r  a p p e a r a n c e s "  

that W o r d s w o r t h  c l a i m s  w i l l  g i v e  the r e a d e r  "far  m o r e  p l e a s u r e "  

than M i l to n ' s  s u p e r n a t u r a l  o r  fab u lous  p r o s p e c t s  - - t h e  " H a m le t s ,  

c o t t a g e s  & w o o d s ,  with  r e a c h e s  of  a r i v e r  . . . d i s p l a y in g  t h e m s e l v e s  

h e r e  and t h e r e  th ru  the v a p o u r " - - w e  h a v e  found that on ly  the ru r a l  

p r o s p e c t  in  A n  E v e n in g  Walk c o n f o r m s  in e v e r y  r e s p e c t  to the  

p r i n c i p l e s  e n u n c ia t ed  in h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  note  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  and in  

h is  p r e f a c e s .  T he  v a l l e y  o f  G r a s m e r e  (T h e  R e c l u s e ), the  b e a u t e o u s  

d o m a in  of  h i s  b ir th  and G e h o l ' s  G a r d e n s  (P r e l . , VIII), and the rura l  

p r o s p e c t s  of The  E x c u r s i o n  (II; IX) a r e  m o d e l e d  on M i l to n ' s  Eden.

The e x o t i c  c i t a d e l s  o f  Sonnet  XI and The E x c u r s i o n  (II; V) take  t h e i r  

p a t te rn  f r o m  M i l t o n ' s  " r en o w n 'd  M e t r o p o l i s .  " The  h e a v e n l y  c o n s i s t o r i e s  

of The  P r e l u d e  (X) and The E x c u r s i o n  (II; III; IX) ho ld  t h e i r  co u r t  in  

M il to n ' s  h e a v e n .  The  l a n d s c a p e  of  M i l to n ' s  Sun h a s  c o n tr ib u te d  to the
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m a r v e l s  o f  the h e a v e n l y  v i s i o n s  of  The  E x c u r s i o n  (II; IX).  And f r o m

the  " G rotto  o f  A n t ip a r o s"  and the  " D e n  o f  Y o r d a s"  (P r e l .  , VIII) we

h a v e  l e a r n e d  that t h e s e  fa b u lo u s  and s u p e r n a t u r a l  p r o s p e c t s  a r e  a s

m u c h  a p a r t  of the  " p o e t ' s  p r o v in c e "  a s  the " f a m i l i a r  a p p e a r a n c e s "  of

h a m l e t ,  c o t t a g e ,  and s t r e a m .

We h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  that  the  f e a t u r e s  of M i l t o n ' s  c o s m o s - -

" J e h o v a h - - w i t h  h i s  th u n d er ,  " the  " c h o ir  Of sh out ing  A n g e l s ,  " the

" e m p y r e a l  t h r o n e s , "  and " P a r a d i s e ,  and g r o v e s  E l y s i a n " - - d o  find

t h e i r  w a y  into the "haunts" and " r e g i o n s "  of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  son g  d e s p i t e

47h i s  c o n t r a r y  d e c l a r a t i o n s  in  the P r o s p e c t u s  of  h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c  p o e m .

And for  the r i c h  b e n e f i t s  that h a v e  a c c r u e d  f r o m  h i s  f a i l u r e  to e x c lu d e

t h e m ,  w e  can  r e j o i c e  w i th  C o le r id g e  to  find

. . . how  l i t t l e  a m e r e  t h e o r y ,  though of h i s  own  
w o r k m a n s h i p ,  i n t e r f e r e s  w ith  the p r o c e s s e s  o f  g enu in e  
i m a g i n a t i o n  in  a m a n  of  t r u e  p o e t i c  g e n i u s ,  who p o s s e s s e s ,  
a s  M r,  W o r d s w o r th ,  i f  e v e r  m a n  did, m o s t  a s s u r e d l y  d o e s  
p o s s e s  s,

"TH E VISION A N D  THE F A C U L T Y  D I V I N E ." 48
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2. M a n n e r  and M a tte r  

In B o o k  XI of P a r a d i s e  L o s t , a d e s c r i p t i o n  of  an un natura l  

a p p e a r a n c e ,  w h o s e  c a u s e  i s  s u p e r n a t u r a l  and w h o s e  i m p o r t  i s  of  

g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  the f a l l e n  A d a m  and E v e ,  c a t c h e s  W o r d s w o r t h ’s 

attent ion:

why in  the E a s t  
D a r k n e s s  e r e  D a y ' s  m i d - c o u r s e ,  and M orn ing  l ig h t  
M o r e  o r i e n t  in  y o n  W e s t e r n  Cloud that d r a w s  
O ' e r  the b lu e  F i r m a m e n t  a rad ian t  w h i te ,
And s l o w  d e s c e n d s ,  w i th  s o m e t h i n g  h e a v ' n l y  fra u g h t ,  x  
He [ A d a m ]  e r r ' d  not,  for  by  th is  the h e a v ' n l y  B ands  
Dow n f r o m  a Sky of J a s p e r  l i g h t e d  now  
In P a r a d i s e ,  and on a H i l l  m a d e  ha l t ,
A  g l o r i o u s  A p p a r i t io n ,  had not  doubt
And c a r n a l  f e a r  that day d i m m ' d  A d a m ' s  e y e .

( 2 0 3 - 2 1 2 )

A lth ou gh  the " ra d ia n t  white" a p p a r i t io n  in a "Sky of J a s p e r "  i s

r e m i n i s c e n t  of the  " S ea  . . . Of J a s p e r ,  o r  of  l iq u id  P e a r l "

(III. 5 1 8 - 5 1 9 ) ,  the  i m a g e ,  th is  t i m e ,  i s  the o b j e c t  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s

p r a i s e  not  h is  c r i t i c i s m :

It m a y  h o w e v e r  be  o b s e r v e d  that G r a y  in m a k in g  h i s  
b a r d s  v a n i s h  in a b r ig h t  path i n s t e a d  of  a m u r k y  c loud  
has  <? > g i v e n  h i s  p i c t u r e  to o  m u ch  s a m e n e s s  and l o s t  
that c o n t r a s t  w h ic h  i s  so  s t r ik in g  in M i l t o n ' s .  B e s i d e s  
as  h i s  f i g u r e s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  as  a g r i e s l y  band with  
b lo o d y  h an ds  it would  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  c o n s o n a n t  to t h e ir  
n a tu r e  to h a v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e m  a s  d i s a p p e a r i n g  in a 
< g l o o m >  tr o u b le d  and g l o o m y  sk y .

It i s  o b v io u s  that W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o n c e r n  i s  not w ith  the c h o i c e  of

i m a g e r y ,  a lo n e ,  but w ith  i t s  s u i t a b i l i t y  to the  id e a ,  e m o t io n ,  or

e v e n t  to b e  e x p r e s s e d  and that  it  i s  on both counts  that he  f in d s  G r a y ' s

t r e a t m e n t  o f  a s i m i l a r  s i tu a t io n  in  h is  ode ,  The  B a rd ,  d e f i c i e n t  by  c o m ­

p a r i s o n  with  M i l to n ' s .
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T h is  p a s s a g e  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  m a r k s  th e  a r r iv a l  o f  the

A r c h - A n g e l  M ic h a e l  and th e  band o f  A n g e ls  w ho a r e  to  g u a rd  P a r a d i s e

a f t e r  A d a m  and E v e  a r e  e j e c t e d  f r o m  the G a rd en , T h e  ju x ta p o s i t io n  of

l ig h t  and dark , of w h ite  and j a s p e r ,  i s  s y m b o l i c  o f  the th o u g h ts  and

e m o t io n s  o f  A d a m  and E v e  at th is  m o m e n t  in  t h e ir  fa l l  f r o m  b l i s s .

A f te r  q u a r r e l s  and m u tu a l r e c r im in a t io n ,  th ey  h a v e  f in a l ly  b e e n  a b le

to  p r a y  fo r  f o r g i v e n e s s .  T h ey  r i s e  f r o m  t h e ir  p r a y e r s ,  f e e l in g  "new

h op e  to  sp r in g  Out of d e s p a ir ,  jo y ,  but w ith  f e a r  y e t  linkt"

(XI. 1 3 7 -1 3 9 ) .  T h e y  h a v e  o b s e r v e d  c h a n g e s  in  n a tu re  that s e e m

p o r te n to u s  of fu r th e r  a l t e r a t io n  in t h e ir  own condit ion: M orn  in  "H er

r o s y  p r o g r e s s  sm il in g "  i s  " u n co n cern ed "  w ith  t h e ir  " u n rest" ;  b ir d s

o f  p r e y  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in  the sky; b e a s t  hunts b e a s t ;  and A d a m  w o n d e r s

w h e th e r  t h e s e  a r e  o m e n s  of th e ir  own a p p r o a c h in g  d eath  (XI. 1 7 3 -2 0 3 ) .

T h e  c o n tr a s t in g  p ic tu r e  in  th e  sk y  r e f l e c t s  the o p p o s i t io n  o f hope fo r

l i f e  and f e a r  of d eath , of joy  in  th e ir  r e n e w e d  c o m m u n io n  w ith  God

and d e s p a ir  fo r  h i s  f o r g i v e n e s s .  It a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  the tw o fo ld

c h a r a c t e r  o f  M ic h a e l ' s  m is s io n ;  he i s  to  t e l l  A d a m  and E v e  o f  th e ir

d e s t in e d  r e m o v a l  f r o m  E d en  but a l s o  to  a l l a y  t h e i r  g r i e f  w ith  an

u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the p a r a d is e  w ith in  th e m  " h a p p ie r  far"; he  i s  to sh ow

t h e m  the m e a n in g  o f  the d eath  and w o e  that th ey  h a v e  b rou gh t in to  the

w o r ld ,  but he  i s  a l s o  to  in f o r m  t h e m  that th ro u g h  E v e ' s  s e e d  th ey  w i l l

be  th e  a u th o r s  o f  the  f in a l a to n e m e n t  w ith  God and o f the e v e r la s t in g
49l i f e  that w i l l  be  a c h ie v e d  th rou gh  that a to n e m e n t .

T he s i tu a t io n  in  T he B a r d , to  w h ich  W o r d sw o r th  r e f e r s  in  h is  

m a n u s c r ip t  n o te ,  r e f l e c t s  the s a m e  o p p o s it io n  of l i f e  and death , joy  

and d e s p a ir ,  h op e  and f e a r .  T h e  p o e m  i s  b a s e d  on a W e lsh  tr a d it io n
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that E d w ard  I, w h en  he c o n q u e r e d  W a le s ,  o r d e r e d  the e x e c u t io n  o f  

a l l  th e  B a r d s  w ho f e l l  in to  h is  h a n d s .  The s p e a k e r  in  the ode c a l l s  on 

th e  dead  B a r d s  to jo in  w ith  h im  in  w ea  'ng the s to r y  o f E d w a r d 's  h o u se .  

T h e f ig u r e s  in the " g r i e s l y  band" a r e  the g h o s t s  o f  the m u r d e r e d  

B a rd s:

'On y o n d e r  c l i f f s ,  a g r i e s l y  band,
'I s e e  t h e m  s i t ,  th ey  l in g e r  y e t ,
'A venger-s  of th e ir  n a t iv e  land:
'W ith m e  in  d rea d fu l h a r m o n y  th ey  jo in ,
'And w e a v e  w ith  b lo o d y  han ds the t i s s u e  of th y  l in e .  1

(4 4 -4 8 )  50

G r a y  th en  p r o c e e d s  w ith  w hat G r i e r s o n  c a l l s  an  " e lo q u en t  t e x t - b o o k

51h is to r y "  o f E d w a r d 's  l in e ;  the m u r d e r s  and u s u r p a t io n s  that

c u lm in a te  in  the W ar o f  the  R o s e s .  With the r i s e  o f  the T u d o r s ,

th e r e  i s  an end to b lo o d sh ed ;  and h o n o r  and s o v e r e ig n t y  r e tu r n  to

W a le s .  G ra y  m a r k s  the ch a n g e  w ith  the d is a p p e a r a n c e  of the " g r i e s l y

band, " w ho r e p r e s e n t  f e a r ,  g u il t ,  d ea th , and d e s p a ir ,  and the

a p p e a r a n c e  of the T u d o r  l in e ,  the " V is io n s  o f  g lory"  w ho b r in g  w ith

th e m  joy , h op e , and life:

'In y o n  b r ig h t  tr a c k ,  that f i r e s  the w e s t e r n  s k ie s ,
'T h ey  m e l t ,  th ey  v a n ish  f r o m  m y  e y e s .
'But oh! what s o l e m n  s c e n e s  on S n ow d on 's  h e ig h t  
'D e sc e n d in g  s lo w  t h e ir  g l i t t ' r in g  s k ir t s  u n ro l l?
'V is io n s  of g lo r y ,  s p a r e  m y  a ch in g  s ig h t ,
'Ye unborn  A g e s ,  c ro w d  not on m y  so u l!

(1 0 3 -1 0 8 )

A s  W o rd sw o rth  r e m a r k e d ,  th e r e  i s  no  c o n tr a s t in g  im a g e r y  

to d is t in g u is h  the d iv e r g e n t  m e a n in g s  of the tw o  g ro u p s:  the " g r i e s ly

band" d is a p p e a r s  in a "brigh t track "  (a MS v a r ia n t  c a l l s  it  a "brigh t

52cloud"); a g a in s t  the s a m e  b r ig h t  sk y  the " V is io n s  of g l o r y  . . . u n ­

r o l l  . . . th e ir  g l i t t ' r in g  s k i r t s ."  B la k e ,  who e x e c u t e d  a s e r i e s  of 

i l lu s t r a t io n s  of G r a y 's  p o e m s  a s  a p r iv a te  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  g r a t i tu d e  to
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J o s e p h  F la x m a n ,  e v id e n t ly  d e te c te d  the s a m e  in c o n s o n a n c e  in

G r a y 's  p ic tu r e .  T h e  f ig u r e s  of B la k e 's  " g r i e s l y  band" h a v e  s ta r k ,

d e e p ly  s h a d o w ed  f a c e s  s u r r o u n d e d  by s t r e a m in g  w h ite  h a ir ;  th e y  a r e

54c lo th e d  in  f lo w in g  w h ite  sh r o u d s  a g a in s t  a " ja sp e r "  sk y . I h a v e

in v e s t ig a t e d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  th at W o r d sw o r th  m a y  h a v e  s e e n  the B la k e

d r a w in g s ,  a lth ou gh  th ey  w e r e  not p u b l ish e d  in  B la k e 's  l i f e t i m e  and

55r e m a in e d  in  F la x m a n 's  p r iv a te  c o l l e c t io n  u n til  h i s  d eath , but h a v e

tu rn ed  up no  e v id e n c e  to  th is  e f fe c t .  N o r  i s  th e r e  any in d ic a t io n  that

L a m b , w ho did  s e e  th e m , e v e r  c o m m u n ic a te d  h is  k n o w led g e  of the

d r a w in g s  to  W o rd sw o rth .

T h e r e  i s  m o r e  than  ch a n ce  a s s o c i a t i o n  in  W o r d sw o r th 's

c o m p a r i s o n  o f M ilto n  and G ra y . A s  H a v e n s  d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  th e r e  a r e

n u m e r o u s  b o r r o w in g s  f r o m  M ilto n  in  the v o lu m e  of G r a y 's  p o e m s ,

" a lm o s t  one to a page"; the b o r r o w in g s  a r e  so  s l ig h t ,  h o w e v e r ,  that

the " a v e r a g e  r e a d e r "  w ou ld  "not s u s p e c t  any in d e b te d n e s s  . . . d id  he

not r e m e m b e r  G r a y 's  s lo w ,  p a in s ta k in g ,  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  m e th o d  of 

57c o m p o s i t io n ."  But the " b es t  k n o w er  o f  M ilton" w a s  not an " a v e r a g e

r e a d e r "  and he w ou ld  h a v e  e a s i l y  d i s c e r n e d  su c h  o b l ig a t io n s .

W o rd sw o rth  w a s ,  a s  a m a t te r  of fa c t ,  in v o lv e d  w ith  S a m u e l  R o g e r s  in

m a k in g  a c o l l e c t io n  of G r a y 's  b o r r o w in g s  f r o m  o th e r  p o e t s ,  and it  w a s

in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th is  p r o j e c t  that W o rd sw o r th  exp ou n d ed  h is  m e th o d

58of d e te r m in in g  " c o n s c io u s  o b l ig a t io n s ,"  qu oted  e a r l i e r  in  th is  s tu d y .

W o r d sw o r th  w o u ld  h ave  b e e n  a w a r e  o f the p a r a l l e l s ,  h o w e v e r  

s l ig h t ,  b e tw e e n  G r a y 's  " g r i e s l y  band . . . A v e n g e r s  . . . w ith  b lo o d y  

hands" and M ilto n 's  b ir d s  of p rey ;  b e tw e e n  G r a y 's  "yon b r ig h t  tr a c k ,  

that f i r e s  the w e s t e r n  sk ie s"  and M ilto n 's  "M orn ing  l ig h t  M o re  o r ie n t
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in  yo n  W e s te r n  Cloud"; b e tw e e n  G r a y 's  " V is io n s  o f g lo r y  . . . D e s ­

cen d in g  s low " and M ilto n 's  " g lo r io u s  A p p arit ion "  that " s lo w  d e s c e n d s .  " 

W o rd sw o rth  h i m s e l f  u s e s  th is  s a m e  p a s s a g e  f r o m  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  to 

e x p r e s s  a s i m i l a r  a l t e r n a t io n  o f l i f e  and d ea th , hope and f e a r ,  jo y  and  

d e s p a ir .  H e e m p lo y s  M ilto n 's  c o n tr a s t in g  im a g e r y  of l ig h t  and  

d a r k n e s s  in  w hat is  a lm o s t  a d ir e c t  q u o ta tio n , but in t e r e s t in g ly  enough  

s u b s t i t u t e s  G r a y 's  a l t e r a t io n ,  " D e sc e n d in g  s lo w ,  " fo r  M ilto n 's  "And  

s lo w  d e s c e n d s .  "

In B o o k  VIII of T he P r e l u d e , W o rd sw o r th  e x p la in s  how  h is  

lo v e  o f  n a tu re  le d  to  lo v e  o f  m an . H e op en s  w ith  the d e s c r ip t io n  of a 

g a y  c o u n try  fa ir  the w h o le s o m e  s ig h t s  and so u n d s  o f w h ich  a r e  in  sh a r p  

c o n tr a d is t in c t io n  to  the c o r r u p t io n  and s t r id e n t  c o n fu s io n  o f  the St. 

B a r t h o lo m e w 's  F a i r  in  L ondon  w ith  w h ich  B o o k  VII c l o s e s .  T he  c o n ­

t r a s t  b e tw e e n  th e  v i ta l i ty  of l i f e  in W o r d sw o r th 's  n a t iv e  r e g io n  and the  

m o r a l  death  o f  e x i s t e n c e  in  L on d on  r e p r e s e n t s  W o r d sw o r th 's  h o p e s  fo r  

w hat "we m a y  b e c o m e "  a s  o p p o se d  to h is  f e a r s  fo r  w hat w e a r e .  A f te r  

r e v ie w in g  the p r o c e s s  by w h ich  the m a j e s t y  o f  n a tu re  le d  h im  to  

a p p r e c ia t e  the g r a n d e u r  of the m e n  who l iv e  c l o s e  to n a tu r e ,

W o r d sw o r th  r e c o u n ts  the doubts in d u c ed  by the e x a m p le s  o f  " gu ilt  . . . 

v i c e ,  D e b a s e m e n t  of the body or  th e  mind" w ith  w h ich  L ondon  l i f e  

ab ou n d s . H is  r e tu r n  to  th e  c o u n tr y s id e  h a s  r e v iv e d  the e s s e n t i a l  

r e s p e c t  fo r  m a n  th at n a tu r e  had f o s t e r e d  in h is  ch ild h ood  and youth.

He h a s  s e c o n d - th o u g h ts  r e g a r d in g  L ondon; a s  he  r e c a l l s  th e  c i ty 's  

h i s t o r y  and what g r e a t  th in g s  had b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e r e ,  he  c o n c lu d e s  

that h is  f i r s t  ju d g m e n ts  had  b e e n  t r iv ia l  and that h is  t r u s t  in  m a n  w a s  

not a " va in  co n ce it"  n o r  a " d r e a m . " T he e l e m e n t s  of hu m an condu ct



that p r o m p te d  W o r d s w o r th 's  doubts c o n c e r n in g  what w e a r e  p a r a l l e l

th e  s ta te  of A d a m 's  n a tu r e  at th e  m o m e n t  o f  M ic h a e l ' s  a r r iv a l  in  

Eden: "guilt"  and " v ic e ,  " " d e b a se m e n t"  o f h is  "body" and h is  "m ind.

W o r d s w o r th 's  t r u s t  in  w hat w e  m a y  b e c o m e  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  th e  g r e a t e  

m a n  that M ic h a e l  s h o w s  A d a m  he m a y  y e t  be . T h e  r e a s s u r in g  s ig h t s  

at H e lv e l ly n ' s  fa ir  in s p i r e  " e le v a t in g  th ou gh ts  Of h u m a n  N atu re" :

N e i t h e r  g u ilt  n o r  v i c e ,
D e b a s e m e n t  o f  th e  body or  th e  m in d ,
N o r  a l l  the m i s e r y  f o r c e d  upon m y  s ig h t ,
W hich w a s  not l ig h t ly  p a s s e d ,  but o ften  s c a n n 'd  
M o st  f e e l in g ly ,  c o u ld  o v e r t h r o w  m y  tr u s t  
In w hat w e m a y  b e c o m e ,  in d u ce  b e l i e f  
T hat I w a s  ig n o r a n t ,  had b e e n  f a l s e l y  tau gh t,
A S o l i ta r y ,  w ho w ith  v a in  c o n c e i t s
Had b e e n  in s p i r e d ,  and w a lk 'd  about in  d r e a m s .

(1805: 8 0 1 - 8 1 0 )

A s W o r d sw o r th  tu rn s  f r o m  h i s  g lo o m y  L ondon  m e m o r i e s  to  

the b r ig h t  and p r o m is in g  co u n try  s c e n e  b e fo r e  h im ,  h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a 

re tu r n  o f hope that i s  m o r e  tr iu m p h a n t  by v ir tu e  of the c o n tr a s t .

T h e  c o n te n t io n  w ith in  h is  ow n m in d  r e m in d s  h im  of A d a m 's  c o n ­

f l i c t in g  e m o t io n s  o f hop e  and f e a r  a s  A d a m  p o n d e r s  the o p p o s it io n  of  

l ig h t  and d a r k n e s s  in  the sky:

W hen f r o m  th at aw ful p r o s p e c t  o v e r c a s t  
And in  e c l i p s e ,  m y  m e d it a t io n s  tu rn 'd ,
L o! e v e r y th in g  that w a s  in d ee d  d iv in e  
R e ta in 'd  i t s  p u r ity  in v io la te
And u n e n c r o a c h 'd  upon, nay , s e e m ' d  b r ig h t e r  far  
F o r  th is  d e e p  sh a d e  in  c o u n t e r v ie w ,  that g lo o m  
Of o p p o s it io n ,  su c h  a s  s h e w 'd  i t s e l f  
T o the e y e s  of A d a m , y e t  in  P a r a d i s e ,
T hough f a l l e n  f r o m  b l i s s ,  w h en  in th e  E a s t  he  sa w  
D a r k n e s s  e r e  d a y 's  m id  c o u r s e ,  and m o r n in g  l ig h t  
M o re  o r ie n t  in  th e  w e s t e r n  c lo u d , that d r e w  

1 O 'e r  th e  b lu e  f ir m a m e n t  a ra d ia n t  w h ite ,
D e s c e n d in g  s lo w  w ith  s o m e th in g  h e a v e n ly  fra u g h t.  '

(8 1 1 - 8 2 3 )
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T h e s c e n e s  in  L ondon , "that aw fu l p r o s p e c t  o v e r c a s t  And in  e c l i p s e , "  

e ch o  the c h a n g e s  in  n a tu re  that A d a m  o b s e r v e s  p r io r  to the a p p e a r a n c e  

o f  the " g lo r io u s  ap p arit ion " : " S ig n s ,  i m p r e s t  On B ir d ,  B e a s t ,  A ir ,

A ir  su d d en ly  e c l i p s ' d  A f te r  s h o r t  b lu sh  of Morn" (XI. 1 8 2 -1 8 4 ) .

What W o rd sw o rth  f in d s  "d iv ine"  in  h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  r e ta in in g  " its  

p u r ity  in v io la te "  is  r e f e r a b le  not on ly  to A d a m 's  p r e la p s a r i a n  

in t e g r i t y  but to  the in n er  p a r a d is e  that i s  y e t  a v a i la b le  to  h im  if  he  

r e s i s t s  the e n c r o a c h m e n t s  o f  v i c e .  A lth ou gh  the c o n c lu d in g  f iv e  

l i n e s  a r e  an e x c e e d in g l y  c l o s e  r e n d e r in g  o f  M i l to n 's ,  W o r d sw o r th  

p la c e s  q u ota tion  m a r k s  on ly  arou n d  th e  l a s t  tw o . T h e  f in a l  l in e ,  w ith  

G r a y 's  " D e s c e n d in g  s low " in s t e a d  o f  M ilto n 's  "And s lo w  d e s c e n d s "  i s  

a s  m u ch  a p a r a p h r a s e  a s  the p r e c e d in g  l i n e s  and by  the s a m e  p r o c e s s  

o f  thought no m o r e  d e s e r v in g  of s u c h  p u n c tu a t io n  than th e y  a r e .  T h is  

o v e r s ig h t  i s  a l l  the m o r e  p u z z l in g  s in c e  the one l in e  that W o rd sw o r th  

m a r k e d  as  the p o in t  o f  d e p a r tu r e  fo r  h is  c o m m e n t  on G ra y  and M ilto n  

i s  the l in e  that r ea d s;  "And s lo w  d e s c e n d s ,  w ith  so m e th in g  h e a v 'n ly  

frau gh t. "

B e t w e e n  1805 and 1839 , W o r d sw o r th  m a d e  s e v e r a l  a t t e m p ts  

to in t e n s i f y  the p a r a l l e l  m e a n in g s  of h is  p a s s a g e  and M ilto n 's ;  h e  a ls o  

r e c t i f i e d  c e r t a in  o m i s s i o n s .  W o r d s w o r th 's  r e tu r n  to n a tu re  a r o u s e d  

h is  m in d  to  a d e e p e r  and m o r e  h o p efu l u n d e r s ta n d in g  of l i f e  in  London .  

In h is  c o m p a r i s o n  of h is  ow n s ta te  o f  m in d  w ith  A d a m 's ,  he  n e g le c t e d  

to in d ic a te  the  p u r p o se  o f M ic h a e l ' s  m i s s i o n ,  w h ic h  w a s  to  a r o u s e  

A d a m 's  r e a s o n  to  a m o r e  h o p efu l  c o m p r e h e n s io n  of fu tu re  l i f e  on  

e a r th ,  to  a l la y  h is  f e a r s  and d o u b ts ,  and to  r e s u r r e c t  jo y  out of h is  

d e s p a ir .  Soon a f t e r  c o m p le t in g  the f i r s t  v e r s i o n  o f  B o o k  VIII,
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W o r d sw o rth  a l t e r e d  the im p a c t  of the h e a v e n ly  a p p a r it io n  on A d a m

fr o m  v i s u a l  e f f e c t  to  m en ta l:  the " g lo o m  of o p p o s it io n "  no lo n g e r
5 9

sh o w s  i t s e l f  to  "the e y e s  o f  A dam "; it  " ap p a lls"  h is  "m ind. " In 

1828, W o r d sw o r th  d e c id e d  to  exp an d  the d e ta i l s  o f  A d a m 's  s ta te  of 

m ind; he  a l s o  ch a n g ed  " o p p o s i t io n ” to  " c o n tr a s t ,  " the w o r d  h e  u s e d  

in  h is  m a n u s c r ip t  n ote  to  c h a r a c t e r i z e  the e s s e n t i a l  q u a lity  of  

M ilto n 's  p a s s a g e .  T he  p u r ity  of co u n try  l i f e  s e e m s  " b r ig h ter"  

b e c a u s e  it  i s  " s e t  o ff  by  c o n tr a s t"  w ith  th e  s c e n e s  in  L o n d o n - - t h e  kind  

o f  c o n tr a s t  that " r o u s e d  a tten t io n , d am p ed  at o n ce  and c h e a r e d  The  

M ind of A d a m . In 1832 , W o rd sw o rth  r e tu r n e d  to the id ea  of

" o p p o s i t io n ,"  but he  c o n v e r t e d  " g lo o m  o f  op p o sit io n "  to  " p o r ten to u s  

g lo o m  . . . s u c h  o p p o s it io n  a s  a r o u s e d  T h e  M ind of A d am . The

s c e n e s  o f  m a n 's  in h u m a n ity  to  m a n  that W o r d sw o r th  had o b s e r v e d  in  

L on d on  w e r e  g lo o m y  p o r te n t s  r e g a r d in g  h is  h o p e s  fo r  th e  fu tu re  of 

m an . The s ig h t s  th at A d a m  o b s e r v e s  b e fo r e  the s t r a n g e  a p p a r it io n  in  

the s k y - - t h e  b ir d s  o f  p r e y ,  the b e a s t  hunting b e a s t - - a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

in  M ilto n 's  p r o s e  a r g u m e n t  to  B o o k  XI a s  " o m in o u s  s ig n s"  and  

a s s u m e d  by  A d a m  to  be  " F o r e r u n n e r s "  o f G o d 's  " p u rp o se"  r e g a r d in g  

h is  and E v e ' s  fu tu re  (XI. 1 9 4 -2 0 3 ) ,  and t h e r e f o r e  the fu tu re  o f  a l l  

m an k in d . In the s a m e  w a y  that A d a m  m i s i n t e r p r e t s  t h e s e  p o r te n t s ,  

W o rd sw o rth  f in d s  that he  h a s  m is c o n s t r u e d  the s ig n i f i c a n c e  of l i f e  in  

L ondon . In the c o u r s e  o f  t h e s e  r e v i s i o n s ,  W o rd sw o r th  m u s t  a l s o  h ave  

r e a l i z e d  that h e  had  u s e d  G r a y 's  w o r d in g ,  " D e sc e n d in g  s low " in s te a d  

of M ilto n 's  "And s lo w  d e s c e n d s ,"  fo r  he d e le te d  the qu ota tion  m a r k s  

f r o m  the l a s t  tw o  l i n e s .  T he to ta l  r e m o v a l  o f  any  a c k n o w le d g e m e n t  of
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in d e b te d n e s s  f r o m  a s l ig h t ly  a m e n d e d  q u otation  i s  ju s t  a s  p u z z l in g

a s  h is  e a r l i e r  p a r t ia l  p u n ctu ation . ^

In h is  f in a l  v e r s io n ,  W o r d sw o r th  a c h ie v e d  an a d m ir a b le

c o n tr a c t io n  o f  la n g u a g e;  at the  s a m e  t im e  he in t e n s i f i e d  the p a r a l l e l s

b e tw e e n  h is  im a g e r y  and m e a n in g  and M ilto n 's :

F r o m  t h o s e  s a d  s c e n e s  w hen  m e d it a t io n  tu rn ed ,
L o ! e v e r y  th ing  that w a s  in d e e d  d iv in e  
R e ta in e d  i t s  p u r ity  in v io la te ,
N ay b r ig h t e r  s h o n e ,  by  th is  p o r te n to u s  g lo o m
S et  off; s u c h  o p p o s it io n  a s  a r o u s e d
T h e  m in d  o f  A d a m , y e t  in  P a r a d i s e
T hough f a l l e n  f r o m  b l i s s ,  w h en  in  the E a s t  he  sa w
D a r k n e s s  e r e  d a y 's  m id  c o u r s e ,  and m o r n in g  l ig h t
M o re  o r ie n t  in  th e  w e s t e r n  c lo u d , that d rew
O 'e r  the b lu e  f i r m a m e n t  a rad ian t w h ite ,
D e s c e n d in g  s lo w  w ith  s o m e th in g  h e a v e n ly  fra u g h t.

(1850: 6 5 4 -6 6 4 )

In e a c h  p o e m - - M i l t o n ' s ,  G r a y ' s ,  and W o r d sw o r th 's  - - t h e r e  i s  a 

tu rn in g  f r o m  s o m e th in g  d ark  and o m in o u s  to  b r ig h t  p r o m is e  and hope;  

only  in  M ilto n  and W o r d sw o r th  i s  th e r e  an o p p o s it io n  o f l ig h t  and  

d a r k n e s s  to  e m p h a s iz e  the c o n tr a s t ,  and in  W o r d sw o r th 's  c o n tr a s t  

w e e s s e n t i a l l y  h a v e  M il to n 's .  It i s  an in t e r e s t in g  s id e l ig h t  on the  

c o m p le x  w o r k in g s  o f  W o r d s w o r th 's  m in d  th at, h a v in g  a c c o r d e d  to  

M ilto n 's  im a g e r y  an e x c e l l e n c e  that he  d e n ie s  to  G r a y ' s ,  he  sh o u ld  

fa v o r  G r a y 's  d ic t io n  o v e r  M il to n 's ,  r e ta in in g  in  h is  ow n l in e s  G r a y 's  

m o d e r n  p a r a p h r a s e ,  " D e sc e n d in g  s lo w ,  " in p r e f e r e n c e  to  M ilto n 's  

in v e r te d  "And s lo w  d e s c e n d s .  "

T he o p p o s it io n  o f  v ic e  and v ir t u e ,  of h op e  and d e s p a ir ,  

p r o v id e d  by th e  t e e m in g  l i f e  o f  L on d on , in s p ir e d  a la te  a d d it io n  to  

B o o k  VII of T he P r e l u d e ; o n ce  a g a in ,  W o r d sw o r th  u s e s  M ilto n 's  

c o n tr a s t in g  im a g e r y  of l ig h t  and sh a d o w  to a c h ie v e  g r e a t e r  im p a c t
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fo r  the id e a s  that he  i s  e x p r e s s i n g .  W o rd sw o rth  r e c o u n ts  h is

e f f o r t s  to w a r d  a p r o p e r  e v a lu a t io n  of h u m a n  con d u ct in  London;

a lth o u g h  " f o o l i s h n e s s  and m a d n e s s  in  p a ra d e"  a r e  th e r e  " m o s t  at

h o m e  in  th is  th e ir  d e a r  d om ain ,"  W o r d sw o r th  p r e f e r s  to  " k eep

In m e m o r y ,  th o se  in d iv id u a l s ig h t s  
Of c o u r a g e ,  or  in t e g r i ty ,  o r  tru th ,
Or t e n d e r n e s s ,  w h ich  t h e r e ,  s e t  o ff by fo i l ,
A p p e a r e d  m o r e  to u ch in g .

(1850: 5 9 4 - 6 0 2 ) 63

T he v e r y  id ea  of c o n tr a s t  s e e m s  to s u m m o n  M ilto n  in to  W o r d s w o r th 's

m in d . T he  im m e d ia t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  w ith  the " p o r te n to u s  g lo o m  Set

64off" o f the p a s s a g e  on L ondon  in B o o k  VIII, but both m e ta p h o r s  

h a v e  t h e ir  o r ig in  in "the g l i s t e r i n g  fo i l  S e t  o ff  to t h 1 w orld"  of 

L y c id a s  (7 9 - 8 0 ) .  W o r d sw o r th  g o e s  on to  d e v e lo p  h i s  m e ta p h o r  in

g r e a t e r  d eta il:

A s  the b la c k  s t o r m  upon the m o u n ta in  top  
S e ts  o ff  th e  s u n b e a m  in the v a l l e y ,  so  
T hat hu ge  f e r m e n t in g  m a s s  o f  h u m a n -k in d  
S e r v e s  a s  a s o l e m n  b a c k -g r o u n d ,  o r  r e l i e f ,
T o  s in g le  f o r m s  and o b j e c t s ,  w h e n c e  th ey  d raw ,
F o r  f e e l in g  and c o n te m p la t iv e  r e g a r d ,
M o r e  than in h e r e n t  l i v e l i n e s s  and p o w e r .

(1850: VII. 6 1 9 -6 2 5 )

A lth ou gh  th is  i s  not the c o n tr a s t in g  im a g e r y  that g r e e t e d

A d a m 's  v ie w  o r  r o u s e d  h is  m in d , the t e r m s  o f c o n t r a s t  o r ig in a t e  in

M ilton . T h e r e  a r e  tw o p o s s ib l e  s o u r c e s ,  e a c h  o f  w h ich  W o r d sw o r th

s in g le d  out fo r  n o t ice :  one in a r e c o r d e d  c o n v e r s a t io n ;  th e  o th er ,

m a r k e d  off but w ith ou t c o m m e n t ,  in  the v o lu m e  of P a r a d i s e  L o s t

that c o n ta in s  h is  m a r k in g s .  T he f i r s t  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  w hat W o r d sw o r th

c a l l e d  a " c o n tr a s t  . . . d iv in e"  - -  "One of the n o b le s t  th in g s  in  M ilton"

- -  "the d e s c r ip t io n  o f that s w e e t ,  q u iet  m o r n in g  in th e  'P a r a d is e

R e g a in e d , '  a f t e r  that t e r r ib l e  n igh t of h o w lin g  w ind and s t o r m .

T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r o v id e  a s u g g e s t i v e  p a r a l l e l  to W o r d sw o r th 's
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s i tu a t io n ,  J e s u s  b e in g  the p r o to ty p e  of " th o se  in d iv id u a l s ig h t s  O f

c o u r a g e ,  or  in t e g r i ty ,  or  truth" and Satan, th e  author  o f  the

" f o o l i s h n e s s  and m a d n e s s  in  p a r a d e ."  S a tan  r a i s e s  a s t o r m  in  the

w i l d e r n e s s  to sh a k e  J e s u s 1 fa ith  and h op e; J e s u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e m a in s

"unshaken" and "u n ap p all'd  in  c a lm  and s i n l e s s  p e a c e"  (P .  R. ,

IV. 4 0 9 - 4 2 5 ) .  M ilto n  e n f o r c e s  the c o n tr a s t  b e tw e e n  S a ta n 1 s m a d

a ttem p t  and J e s u s 1 " c a lm  and s i n l e s s  p e a c e "  w ith  the im a g e s  o f

s t o r m  and su n lig h t:

And now  the  Sun w ith  m o r e  e f f e c t u a l  b e a m s  
Had c h e e r 'd  th e  fa c e  of E a r th ,  and d r ie d  the w et  
F r o m  d ro o p in g  p lan t, o r  d rop p in g  t r e e ;  the b ir d s  
Who a l l  th in g s  now  b e h o ld  m o r e  f r e s h  and g r e e n ,
A f te r  a n igh t o f s t o r m  so  r u in o u s ,
C le a r 'd  up t h e ir  c h o ic e s t  n o t e s  in  b u sh  and s p r a y  
T o g r a tu la te  the s w e e t  r e tu r n  o f  m o rn .

(P . R. , IV. 4 3 2 - 4 3 8 )

T h e  s e c o n d  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e  fo r  W o r d sw o r th 's  c o n tr a s t in g

im a g e r y  o f s t o r m  and su n lig h t  i s  a p a s s a g e  in  B ook  II of P a r a d i s e

L o s t . H e r e  th e  a l t e r n a t io n  o f  hope and f e a r  p a r a l l e l s  th e  o p p o s it io n

o f  "du sk y  c lo u d s"  on " m ou n ta in  tops"  and su n lig h t  e x ten d in g  i t s

" b ea m s"  to  the " va lley"  b e lo w . The F a l l e n  A n g e ls  h a v e  co n c lu d e d

th e ir  c o n s u l ta t io n s  in  P a n d e m o n iu m ; th ey  h a v e  p a s s e d  f r o m  f e a r  of

the  m i s e r y  and p a in  that th ey  w i l l  s u f f e r  in  H e ll  to  h o p e s  fo r  an

a m e l io r a t io n  o f th e ir  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  th ro u g h  c o n q u e s t  o f  th e  n e w ly -

c r e a t e d  w o r ld  and i t s  h u m a n  in h a b ita n ts :

T h u s th ey  th ir  doubtful c o n s u l ta t io n s  dark
E n d ed  r e j o ic in g  in  th e ir  m a t c h l e s s  Chief: ^
A s w h en  f r o m  m o u n ta in  to p s  the du sk y  c lo u d s  x  
A s c e n d in g ,  w h ile  th e  N o r th  w ind  s l e e p s ,  o ' e r s p r e a d  
H e a v 'n 's  c h e e r fu l  f a c e ,  the l o w 1 r in g  E le m e n t  
S c o w ls  o ' e r  th e  d a rk 'n 'd  la n t sk ip  Snow , o r  s h o w 'r ;
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If ch a n ce  the ra d ia n t  Sun w ith  f a r e w e l l  s w e e t  
E x te n d  h is  e v 'n in g  b e a m , the f i e ld s  r e v iv e ,
T h e  b ir d s  th ir  n o t e s  r e n e w , and b le a t in g  h e r d s  
A tte s t  th ir  jo y ,  th at h i l l  and v a l l e y  r in g s .

(P . L . , II. 4 8 6 -4 9 5 )

T h e s e  s e q u e n c e s  f r o m  P a r a d i s e  R e g a in e d  and P a r a d i s e  L o s t

p r e s e n t  in  e v e r y  r e s p e c t  a s  d iv in e  a c o n tr a s t  as  the p a s s a g e  in

P a r a d i s e  L o s t , B ook  XI, m a r k e d  by  W o r d sw o r th  fo r  c o m p a r i s o n  w ith

G r a y ' s .  It sh o u ld  be no s u r p r i s e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that a s  W o r d sw o r th

d e v e lo p s  h is  m e ta p h o r ,  the p r o c e s s i o n  o f  G r a y 's  v i s io n a r y  f ig u r e s  on

the m o u n ta in s id e  of Sn ow don  sh o u ld ,  by  an  a lm o s t  im p e r c e p t ib l e

a s s o c i a t i o n  of id e a s ,  e n t e r  th e  p ic tu re ;

T h u s h a v e  I lo o k e d ,  n or  c e a s e d  to  lo o k ,  o p p r e s s e d  
B y th ou gh ts  o f  what and w h ith e r ,  w h en  and how ,
U ntil the s h a p e s  b e f o r e  m y  e y e s  b e c a m e  
A s e c o n d - s i g h t  p r o c e s s i o n ,  su c h  a s  g l id e s  
O v e r  s t i l l  m o u n ta in s ,  or  a p p e a r s  in  d r e a m s  . . . .

(1850: VII. 6 3 0 -6 3 4 )

T h e r e  is  a n o th e r  s e q u e n c e  in  T h e  P r e lu d e  w h e r e  W o r d sw o r th

s e e m s  to a s s o c i a t e  th e  ju x ta p o s i t io n  of o p p o s i t e s  w ith  M ilto n  and G ray .

In th is  in s t a n c e ,  it is  p r o b a b ly  m e r e  c o in c id e n c e ,  but it  p r o v id e s  an

in t e r e s t in g  s id e l ig h t .  F o l lo w in g  h is  h e a v e n ly  v i s io n  on  r e c e iv in g  th e

n e w s  o f R o b e s p ie r r e ' s  fa l l ,  W o r d s w o r th  v i s i t s  the g r a v e  o f th e  " T e a c h e r

o f  . . . [ h i s ]  youth ."  On the g r a v e s t o n e ,  in s c r i b e d  by  h is  t e a c h e r ' s

d e s i r e ,  i s  "A f r a g m e n t  f r o m  the E le g y  of G ray ,"  and the s ig h t  d ra w s

" s o m e  few  te a r s "  f r o m  W o r d sw o r th  in h is  own " d esp ite"  (1805:

X. 4 9 1 -5 0 7 ;  1850: X. 5 3 1 -5 4 4 ) .  In the c o u r s e  o f h is  r e v i s io n s

68o f  T he P r e lu d e  in  1832, W o rd sw o r th  w a s  o b v io u s ly  s tr u c k  

by th e  c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  the b r ig h t ,  h e a v e n ly  v i s io n  of the  

R o b e s p ie r r e  in c id e n t  and th e  s o m b e r  r e a l i t y  of the c h u r c h y a r d  

e x p e r ie n c e .  He m a y  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  u n c o n s c io u s ly  a w a r e  of the



61

M ilto n ic  o r ig in s  o f  the o n e ^  and the a s s o c i a t i o n s  w ith  G r a y  of the

o th e r .  At any  r a te ,  h e  in t e r p o la t e s  a c o m m e n t  upon the c o n tr a s t  a s  a

kind o f t r a n s i t io n  f r o m  th e  " fu lgen t s p e c t a c le "  in s p ir e d  by h is  jo y  to

th e  sa d  s ig h t  that d ra w s  h is  t e a r s :

. . . but b r ig h t e s t  th in g s  a r e  w on t to  draw  
Sad  o p p o s i t e s  out of the in n e r  h e a r t ,
A s  e v e n  t h e ir  p e n s iv e  in f lu e n c e  d r e w  f r o m  m in e .

(1850: X. 5 2 8 -5 3 0 )

It w a s  not a lw a y s  p o s s i b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  m a tc h  m a t t e r  and

m a n n e r ,  e m o t io n  and im a g e r y ,  and y e t  a v o id  g iv in g  a s c e n e  the "too

m u ch  s a m e n e s s "  th at W o r d s w o r th ’s m a r g in a l  n o te  f in d s  so  fa u lty  in

G r a y 's  b r ig h t - o n - b r ig h t  p ic t u r e .  In the 1793 v e r s i o n  o f  D e s c r i p t iv e

S k e t c h e s , W o r d sw o r th  d e s c r i b e s  a s t o r m y  s u n s e t  in  the  A lp s .  A l l

th e  e l e m e n t s  fo r  an o p p o s i t io n  o f e m o t io n  and im a g e r y  a r e  p r e se n t :

s t o r m  and s a d n e s s ;  su n lig h t  and joy . But W o r d sw o r th  d o e s  not a v a i l

h i m s e l f  o f  the  opp ortun ity; in s te a d ,  h e  p o u rs  l ig h t  upon d a z z l in g  l ig h t

w ith ou t th e  r e l i e f  o f  a s in g le  shadow :

'T is  s to r m ;  and h id  in  m i s t  f r o m  h ou r  to  h ou r  
A ll  day  the f lo o d s  a d e e p e r  m u r m u r  p ou r ,
And m o u rn fu l so u n d s ,  a s  o f  a S p ir i t  l o s t ,
P ip e  w i ld  a lo n g  the h o l l y - b l u s t e r i n g  c o a s t ,
'T i l l  the Sun w a lk in g  on h is  w e s t e r n  f i e ld  
S h a k es  f r o m  b eh in d  the c lo u d s  h is  f la s h in g  s h ie ld .  
T riu m p h a n t on th e  b o s o m  of the s t o r m ,
G la n c e s  the f i r e - c l a d  e a g l e ' s  w h e e l in g  fo rm ;
E a s t w a r d ,  in  lon g  p e r s p e c t i v e  g l i t t e r in g ,  sh in e  
T he w o o d -c r o w n 'd  c l i f f s  th at o ' e r  the la k e  r e c l in e ;
W ide o 'e r  the A lp s  a h u n d red  s t r e a m s  unfo ld ,
A t o n ce  to  p i l l a r s  tu rn 'd  that f la m e  w ith  gold;
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B eh in d  h is  s a i l  th e  p e a s a n t  s t r i v e s  to  shun  
The w e s t  that b u rn s  l ik e  one d i la te d  sun,
W here  in  a m ig h ty  c r u c ib le  e x p ir e
T he m o u n ta in s ,  g lo w in g  h ot , l ik e  c o a ls  o f  f i r e .

(3 3 2 - 3 4 7 )

S to r m , su n lig h t  f la s h in g  on w e s t e r n  c lo u d s ,  m o u n ta in  to p s  h id d en  in

c lo u d s  and th en  g lo w in g  w ith  l ig h t - - W o r d s w o r t h  g iv e s  us a p o tp o u r r i

o f im a g e s  c u l le d  f r o m  a l l  o f  M ilto n 's  p ic t u r e s  of c o n t r a s t  to  w h ich  h is

m a n u s c r ip t  n ote  h a s  le d  u s;  "h is  p i c t u r e ,"  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h a s  so m e h o w

" lo s t  that c o n tr a s t  w h ich  i s  s o  s tr ik in g  in  M il to n 's .  " We m a y  p r o p e r ly

a s s u m e  that in  1793 W o rd sw o rth  w a s  not a s u f f i c ie n t ly  e x p e r ie n c e d

p o e t  to  m a k e  t h e s e  d is t in c t io n s ;  but the n ote  that he  ap p en ded  to  the

1793 e d it io n  t e l l s  us the c o n tr a r y .  W o rd sw o rth  i s  c o n s c io u s  of

M ilto n 's  d iv in e  c o n t r a s t s ,  i s  w o r r ie d  about the " s a m e n e s s "  of h is

p ic tu r e ,  and e x c u s e s  h i m s e l f  w ith  a M ilto n ic  e x p r e s s i o n  that h as

f ig u r e d  l a r g e l y  in  th is  ch ap ter: the " im a g e s "  o f  A lp in e  " s c e n e r y  . . .

d is d a in  the p en c il" :

W h o ev er ,  in  a ttem p tin g  to  d e s c r ib e  t h e ir  s u b l im e  f e a t u r e s ,  
sh o u ld  co n fin e  h i m s e l f  to  the co ld  r u le s  of p a in tin g  w ould  
g iv e  h is  r e a d e r  but a v e r y  i m p e r f e c t  id e a  of th o s e  e m o t io n s  
w h ich  th ey  h a v e  the i r r e s i s t i b l e  p o w e r  o f c o m m u n ic a t in g  
to  the m o s t  i m p a s s i v e  im a g in a t io n s .  T he fa c t  i s ,  that  
c o n tr o u lin g  in f lu e n c e ,  w h ich  d i s t in g u is h e s  th e  A lp s  f r o m  
a ll  o th e r  s c e n e r y ,  i s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  im a g e s  w h ich  d is d a in  
the p e n c i l .  Had I w is h e d  to  m a k e  a p ic tu r e  o f  th is  s c e n e  
I had  th ro w n  m u ch  l e s s  l ig h t  in to  it .  But I c o n s u lte d  
n a tu re  and m y  f e e l i n g s .  T h e  id e a s  e x c i t e d  by  th e  s t o r m y  
s u n s e t  I a m  h e r e  d e s c r ib in g  ow ed  th e ir  s u b l im ity  to  that  
d e lu g e  of l ig h t ,  o r  r a th e r  o f  f i r e ,  in  w h ich  n a tu re  had  
w ra p p ed  the im m e n s e  f o r m s  arou n d  m e;  an y  in t r u s io n  
o f  s h a d e ,  by d e s tr o y in g  the unity  o f the i m p r e s s i o n ,  had  
n e c e s s a r i l y  d im in is h e d  i t ' s  g r a n d e u r .  70



63

W o r d sw o rth  m a y  h a v e  had s e c o n d - th o u g h ts  r e g a r d in g  the

v a l id i ty  o f  h is  c o n te n t io n s  in  th is  fo o tn o te ,  fo r  he  d ro p s  it  in  l a t e r  

71t e x t s  o f  the p o e m  a lth ou gh  he r e ta in s  th e  u n r e l i e v e d  l ig h t  of h is  

im a g e r y .  T he fa c t  i s  that the c o n s id e r a t io n s  th at d ic ta te d  the s u b s ta n c e  

o f  h is  c o m m e n t  on M ilto n 's  m a tc h in g  of m a t t e r  and m a n n e r  w e r e  in  h is  

m in d , a s  the D e s c r i p t iv e  S k e tc h e s  and W o r d sw o r th 's  e x p la n a to r y  

fo o tn o te  sh o w , f r o m  the v e r y  b eg in n in g  o f h is  p o e t ic  e n d e a v o r s .  It i s  

th is  co n tin u ity  o f  thought f r o m  as  e a r ly  a s  1793 to  as  la te  a s  1839 , at 

l e a s t ,  that m a k e s  it  so  d if f ic u lt  to  date h is  m a n u s c r ip t  n o te s  in  

P a r a d i s e  L o s t .



64

3. An E y e  F o r  N a tu r e  

A u b r e y  de V e r e  r e p o r te d  W o r d sw o r th  a s  h a v in g  r e m a r k e d  to  

h i m  in  c o n v e r s a t io n  that m a n y  w ho lo v e  n a tu re  "had y e t  no  e y e  to  d i s ­

c e r n  h e r ,"  and th at he  h ad  " in d eed  . . . h a r d ly  e v e r  know n an yon e"  but

h i m s e l f  "who h ad  a tr u e  e y e  fo r  N a tu r e ,  one that th o ro u g h ly  u n d e r s to o d
72h e r  m e a n in g  and h e r  te a c h in g s ."  W o r d sw o r th  to o k  p r id e  not o n ly  in  h i s

e x c e p t io n a l  a b i l i t i e s  a s  an in t e r p r e t e r  o f N a tu r e  but in  h is  un ique

c a p a c i ty  fo r  r e p r o d u c in g  h e r  m a n ifo ld  a p p e a r a n c e s .  H e t e l l s  u s  th a t  a s

e a r l y  a s  a g e  fo u r t e e n  h e  w a s  c o n s c io u s  "of th e  in f in it e  v a r i e t y  of n a tu r a l

a p p e a r a n c e s  w h ic h  had b e e n  u n n o t ic e d  b y  the p o e t s  o f  an y  a g e  o r  co u n try ,

s o  fa r  a s  I w a s  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th em ; and I m a d e  a r e s o lu t io n  to  su p p ly ,

73in  s o m e  d e g r e e ,  the  d e f i c i e n c y .  " A nd in  th e  P r e f a c e  to  the L y r i c a l

B a l la d s  he  c a l l s  a t te n t io n  to th is  ap t itu d e  a s  one o f  th e  v a lu e s  to  be

d e r iv e d  f r o m  a rea d in g  of h is  p o e m s :  "I h a v e  at a l l  t i m e s  e n d e a v o u r e d

to  lo o k  s t e a d i ly  at m y  su b jec t;  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th e r e  i s  I hope in  t h e s e

P o e m s  l i t t l e  f a l s e h o o d  of d e s c r ip t io n ,  and m y  id e a s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  in

74la n g u a g e  f i t te d  to  t h e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  im p o r t a n c e .  " We sh o u ld  e x p e c t  

W o r d sw o r th  to  h a v e  s o m e th in g  to  s a y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  on M ilto n 's  e y e  for  

n a tu r e  and on the a c c u r a c y  of h is  d e s c r ip t io n s .  F o r e w a r n e d  by  

D e Q u in c ey  and e x p e r ie n c e ,  w e ca n  a n t ic ip a te  th at h i s  r e m a r k s  w i l l  be  

s c a n ty  b y  c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  h i s  in t e r e s t ;  but e x p e r ie n c e  sh o u ld  a l s o  h a v e  

a le r t e d  u s  b y  now  to s e e k  the c lu e s  to  h is  fu ll  th ou gh ts  on the s u b j e c t  in  

h is  p o e tr y .

A m o n g  the m a n y  a p p e a r a n c e s  o f  n a tu r e  that caught W o r d s w o r th 's  

a tten t io n  and s t im u la t e d  h i s  a p p r e c ia t io n ,  the sw a n  w as  a fa v o r i t e .  T h e r e
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75W o r d s w o r th 's  p o e try :  s o m e  a r e  m e r e  m e n t io n s ;  o th e r s  a r e  fu l lb lo w n

d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  v a r y in g  le n g th  and d e ta i l .  It i s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  h is  

d e l in e a t io n  o f  s w a n s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  that W o r d sw o r th  r e p e a t e d ly  d e m o n ­

s t r a t e s  the u n u su a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  h is  " e y e  fo r  n a tu r e .  " It w a s  th e  im a g e

of the sw a n  in  Y a r r o w  U n v i s i t e d - - " T h e  sw a n  on s t i l l  S t. M a r y ’s L a k e  F lo a t
II

d o u b le ,  sw a n  and sh a d o w ! (11 . 4 3 - 4 4 ) - - t h a t  o c c a s io n e d  h is  r e m a r k s  to  

A u b r e y  de V e r e .  A nd it  w a s  th e  e y e w i t n e s s  a c co u n t  of the sw a n s  in  

A n E v e n in g  W a lk , " ta k en  f r o m  the d a i ly  o p p o r tu n it ie s"  h e  "had o f o b s e r v ­

ing  t h e ir  h a b i t s ,  not a s  c o n f in ed  to th e  g e n t le m e n 's  p a rk , but in  a s ta te  of  

n atu re"  that p r o m p te d  h im  in  l a t e r  l i f e  to  r e c o r d  that it  w a s  the  o b s e r v a ­

t io n  o f s u c h  a p p e a r a n c e s  at th e  a g e  o f  fo u r t e e n  th at m a d e  h im  c o n s c io u s  o f  

h is  s p e c ia l  p o w e r s .  ^

W o r d sw o r th  w o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  r e g a r d  h i m s e l f  a s  d i s t in c t iv e ly  

q u a l i f ie d  to  c o m m e n t  upon th e  s o l e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f a sw a n  that a p p e a r s  in  

a l l  o f  M il to n 's  p o e tr y .  It o c c u r s  in  the s t o r y  o f  the f if th  d a y  o f  c r e a t io n ;  

and, b r i e f  a s  th e  p ic tu r e  i s ,  it  i s  to the sw a n , am o n g  th e  m a n y  s p e c i e s  

of b ir d s  that c o m e  to  l i f e  at the c o m m a n d  o f G od, that M ilto n  d e v o te s  s o  

m u ch  of e v e n  th is  e c o n o m y  o f  d eta il:

O th er s  on S i l v e r  L a k e s  and R iv e r s  B ath 'd  
T h ir  dow ny B r e a s t ;  th e  Sw an withi^Arched n e c k  
B e t w e e n  h e r  w h ite  w in g s  m a n t l in g  p r o u d ly ,  R ow s  
H e r  s ta te  w ith  O a ry  fee t:  y e t  oft th ey  quit  
T h e D ank, and r i s in g  on s t i f f  P e n n o n s ,  to w 'r  
T h e m id  A e r i a l  Sky . . . .

(P . L . , VII. 4 3 7 -4 4 2 )  

W o r d sw o r th  p la c e s  an  x  o v e r  th e  w o rd  " A rch ed "  and m a k e s  the fo l lo w in g  

m e a g e r  c o m m e n t:
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T hat a s  th e  m a le  sw a n  i s  in f in ite  [ s i c ]  m o r e  
m a j e s t i c  M ilto n  ought r a th e r  to  h a v e  s a id  
b e tw e e n  h is  w h ite  w in g s  m a n t l in g  fee. - -

{ I ta l ic s  W. 's)

We sh o u ld  n o te ,  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  W o r d sw o r th 's  m e th o d  o f  m a r k in g  and  

c o m m e n t in g ,  th at,  w h ile  he  m a r k s  l in e  4 3 8 ,  it  i s  l in e  439 th at r e c e i v e s  

c r i t i c a l  o b s e r v a t io n .

In o b jec t in g  to  M ilto n 's  a s s ig n m e n t  o f  m a j e s t y  to  the f e m a le  o f

th e  s p e c i e s ,  W o rd sw o r th  s e e m s  to  h a v e  fo r g o t te n  the e p ith e t ,  a lw a y s

c a p i t a l iz e d ,  w ith  w h ich  M ilto n  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  a d o r n s  the f i r s t  w om an:

E v e  h a s  a " V ir g in  M a je s ty "  (IX. 270); in  h e r  h u m b le s t  p o s t u r e s ,  E v e

h a s  a " lo w l in e s s  M a je s t ic "  {VIII. 42); in  " o b se q u io u s  M a jesty "  (VIII. 509)

sh e  h as  a " c o n s c i e n c e  o f h e r  w orth"  (VIII. 502). A nd it  i s  s tr a n g e  in d e e d

that the p o e t ,  w ho in  h is  you th  " so u g h t th at b e a u ty ,  w h ich , a s  M ilto n

s in g s ,  Hath t e r r o r  in  it" (P r e l . , 1805: XIII. 2 2 5 - 2 2 6 ) ,  sh o u ld  h a v e  l o s t

s ig h t  of th e  fa c t  that i t  i s  E v e ' s  b e a u ty  th at c o n v e y s  th is  t e r r o r  (P .  L . IX.

4 9 0 - 4 9 1 ) .  It d o e s  n o t  s e e m  u n r e a s o n a b le  to  e x p e c t  th at W o rd sw o rth

sh o u ld  h a v e  d i s c e r n e d  M ilto n 's  in tention: that th e  f i r s t  of any  s p e c i e s  - -

e v e n  the f e m a le  - -b e in g  th e  h a n d iw o rk  of God H im s e l f ,  w ould  h a v e  a

m a j e s t y  unknow n to  la t e r  g e n e r a t io n s .  But p e r h a p s  it  w a s  W o r d sw o r th 's

r e s i s t e n c e  to  the m yth  of the c o r r u p t io n  of n a tu r e  a f t e r  the f a l l  that

77d im m e d  h is  p e r c e p t io n  in  th is  in s ta n c e .

At any  r a te ,  t h o s e  o f  u s  w ho do not h a v e  W o r d sw o r th 's  e y e  for  

the su b t le  d i s t in c t io n s  in  n a tu re  m a y  w e l l  c o m p la in  that h is  c o m m e n t  

f u r n is h e s  no in d ic a t io n  a s  to how  the f e m a le  sw a n  sh o u ld  p r o p e r ly  be  

r e p r e s e n t e d .  F o r  e n l ig h te n m e n t  w e  m u s t  tu rn  to W o r d sw o r th 's  e a r l i e s t  

d e s c r ip t io n  of sw a n s:  in  An E v en in g  W alk w e find the fu ll  t r a in  of
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thought th at l i e s  b eh in d  th e  m e n ta l  sh o r th a n d  o f  h is  n o te  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t ; 

a s  a d d ed  t r e a s u r e  t r o v e ,  w e c o m e  upon the u n e x p e c te d  p l e a s u r e  o f  o b s e r v ­

ing  th e  young p o e t  in  th e  a c t  o f  c o r r e c t i n g  h is  r e v e r e d  p r e c e p t o r .  

W o r d sw o r th  g iv e s  us tw o  sw a n s  and, w ith  an e x a c t n e s s  that w e  can  a n t i c i ­

p a te  f r o m  h i s  l i t e r a l m i n d e d n e s s ,  d e ta i l s  the p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s  b y  w h ich  h e  

d is t in g u is h e s  the m a le  f r o m  th e  f e m a le  o f  the s p e c i e s .  He b e g in s  w ith  the  

m a le :

H e s w e l l s  h is  l i f t e d  c h e s t ,  and b a c k w a r d  f l in g s  
H is  b r id l in g  n e c k  b e tw e e n  h is  to w 'r in g  w in g s ;
S ta te ly ,  and b u rn in g  in  h is  p r id e ,  d iv id e s  
And g lo r y in g  lo o k s  arou n d , th e  s i l e n t  t id e s ;
On as  h e  f lo a t s ,  the s i l v e r ' d  w a t e r s  g lo w .
P r o u d  o f  the v a r y in g  a r c h  and m o v e l e s s  f o r m  o f  sn ow .

(1793  t e x t :  2 0 1 -2 0 6 )

W o r d sw o r th 's  m a le  sw a n  d u p l ic a te s  M ilto n 's  f e m a le  in e v e r y  

r e s p e c t  but one: M ilto n 's  sw a n  "bath 'd  . . .  on S i lv e r  L a k e s  and R iv e r s "

w h ile  W o r d sw o r th 's  " f lo a ts"  in  the "glow" of " s i l v e r ' d  w a te r s " ;  M ilto n 's  

" A rch ed  neck"  i s  m a t c h e d  by  W o r d sw o r th 's  " b r id lin g  neck"  and " v a ry in g  

a r c h .  " And the s a m e  c o n ju n c t io n  o f " A r ch ed  n e c k ,"  w h i t e n e s s ,  and p r id e  

o c c u r s  in both d e s c r ip t io n s :  M ilto n 's  sw a n  h a s  an " A r ch ed  n e c k  B e t w e e n

. . . w h ite  w in g s  m a n t l in g  p roud ly"; W o r d s w o r th 's  sw a n  i s  " P ro u d  of" h is  

" v a ry in g  a r c h  and m o v e l e s s  f o r m  of sn o w , " "burning in  h is  p r id e ,  " and  

" g lo r y in g .  " M ilto n 's  sw a n  "R ow s H e r  s ta te  w ith  O a ry  feet" ; W o r d sw o r th 's  

" S ta te ly  . . . d iv id e s  . . . the s i l e n t  t i d e s . "  M ilto n 's  sw a n  has  " s t i f f  

P en n o n s"  that " to w 'r  T he m id  A e r ia l  Sky"; W o r d s w o r th 's  m a le  sw a n  h as  

" to w 1 ring  w in g s .  " But W o rd sw o rth  m a k e s  one s ig n i f i c a n t  em en d a t io n :  

h e  o m it s  the "dow ny B r e a s t"  th at m ig h t  m o r e  a p t ly  b e lo n g  to a d e s c r ip t io n  

o f  a f e m a le  sw a n  and s u b s t i t u te s  a " l i f te d  ch est"  that " s w e l l s "  w ith
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m a s c u l in e  v ig o r .

78In W o r d s w o r th 's  r e v i s i o n  o f  A n E v en in g  W alk a f t e r  1832, he  

c o n tr a c ts  the d e s c r ip t io n  o f the m a le  sw a n  f r o m  s ix  l in e s  to f iv e .  C o m ­

m e n t in g  on W o r d s w o r th 's  r e v i s i o n s  o f  the p o e m  a s  a w h o le ,  de S e l in c o u r t  

r e m a r k s  that "it i s  w orth  n otin g  (1) that d e s p i t e  m a n y  d eb ts  to the p o e ts

o f  the e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y  the g r e a t e s t  debt to  any s in g le  p o e t  i s  to M ilton;
79(2) that m a n y  of the b o r r o w in g s  d is a p p e a r  f r o m  the r e v i s e d  t e x t s .  " I 

m ig h t  add that it i s  a l s o  w orth  n otin g  that am o n g  the m a n y  M ilto n ic  b o r r o w ­

in g s  noted  by the e d i t o r s ,  none i s  r e c o r d e d  fo r  th is  p a s s a g e  on the sw a n s;  

m o r e o v e r ,  W o rd sw o r th  r e t a in s  th e  s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  M ilto n 's  s w a n - - t h e  

" v a ry in g  a r c h ,"  th e  " to w e r in g  w in g s ,"  and the " p r id e " - - in  h is  r e v i s e d  

text;

w ind ing  on a lon g  s o m e  s e c r e t  bay,
T he sw a n  u p lif ts  h is  c h e s t ,  and b a c k w a r d  f l in g s
H is  n e c k ,  a v a r y in g  a r c h ,  b e tw e e n  h is  to w e r in g  w in g s:
T he e y e  that m a r k s  the g l id in g  c r e a t u r e  s e e s
H ow g r a c e f u l ,  p r id e  ca n  b e ,  and how  m a j e s t i c ,  e a s e .

(1849 tex t:  2 1 7 -2 2 1 )

D e s p i t e  the c o n tr a c t io n  of h is  d e s c r ip t io n ,  W o r d sw o r th  adds tw o new

e le m e n t s :  the s w a n 's  "pride"  i s  " g r a ce fu l" ;  h is  m o t io n  " m a j e s t i c .  "

" M a je s t ic"  i s  the w o r d  that W o rd sw o rth , not M ilton , u s e s  to c h a r a c t e r i z e

the sw an  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , and it i s  the q u a lity  on w h ich  W o r d sw o r th  b a s e s

h is  c o n c lu s io n  that M ilto n 's  " ey e  fo r  n a t u r e " - - a t  l e a s t  a s  r e g a r d s  the

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of f e m a le  s w a n s - - w a s  fa u lty .  T he te m p ta t io n  to h a z a r d

a date fo r  W o r d sw o r th 's  c r i t i c a l  n ote  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,  on the b a s i s  of

th is  r e v i s e d  te x t ,  i s  g r e a t  w e r e  it  not for  the fa c t  that the sw a n  p a s s a g e

in the 1793 te x t  of An E v en in g  Walk s e e m s  so  c l e a r l y  to p r o v id e  a 
*

d e ta i le d  p o e t ic  g l o s s  on the s c a n t  p r o s e  n o te .
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W o r d sw o r th  p ic t u r e s  the f e m a le  sw a n  in  one o f  th o s e  t e n d e r ,

80m a t e r n a l - d o m e s t i c  s c e n e s  th at so  d e l ig h te d  h im  to  th e  en d  of h is  l i fe :

W hile  t e n d e r  C a r e s  and m i ld  d o m e s t i c  L o v e s ,
With fu r t iv e  w a tch  p u r s u e  h e r  a s  sh e  m o v e s ;
T he f e m a le  w ith  a m e e k e r  c h a r m  s u c c e e d s ,
A nd h e r  b r o w n  l i t t l e  o n e s  arou n d  h e r  l e a d s ,
N ib b lin g  the w a te r  l i l i e s  a s  th e y  p a s s ,
O r p la y in g  w an ton  w ith  the f lo a t in g  g r a s s :
She in  a m o t h e r ' s  c a r e ,  h e r  b e a u t y 's  p r id e  
F o r g e t s ,  u n w e a r y 'd  w a tch in g  e v e r y  s id e ,
She c a l l s  t h e m  n e a r ,  and w ith  a f f e c t io n  s w e e t  
A lt e r n a t e ly  r e l i e v e s  t h e ir  w e a r y  fee t;
A lte r n a te ly * th e y  m ou n t h e r  b a c k ,  and r e s t  
C lo se  by  h e r  m a n tl in g  w in g s '  e m b r a c e s  p r e s t .

(1793 tex t:  2 0 7 -2 1 8 )

T h e  a s t e r i s k  o v e r  " A lte r n a te ly "  s ig n a l s  a fo o tn o te  in  the 1793 e d it io n  in

w h ich  W o r d sw o r th  e m p h a s i z e s  the m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  a c c u r a c y  of h i s  o b s e r v a -

81t io n s  by a v e r r in g :  " T h is  i s  a fa c t  o f  w h ich  I h a v e  b e e n  an e y e w i t n e s s .  "

It i s  a s  i f  h e  w e r e  d e fen d in g  h is  c h a l le n g e  o f  M ilto n  b e fo r e  a c o u r t .  T h e  

n e e d  to a r g u e  the j u s t n e s s  o f  h is  i l lu s t r a t io n  of the  p r o p e r  w ay  to  d e p ic t  

a f e m a le  sw a n  m a y  a c co u n t  fo r  the d is p r o p o r t io n a t e ly  g r e a t e r  a t t e n t io n h e  

g iv e s  to  the f e m a le  of the s p e c ie s :  in  the  1793 te x t ,  he  d e v o te s  tw e lv e

l i n e s  to the f e m a le  to  s i x  l in e s  to  the m a le ;  in  the c o n tr a c te d  te x t  a f t e r  

1 832 , he  m a in ta in s  a s i m i l a r  d is p r o p o r t io n ,  t e n  to  f iv e .  O r p e r h a p s  it  w a s  

due to  w hat C o le r id g e  c o n s id e r e d  one o f  the  d e f e c t s  o f  W o r d s w o r th 's  p o e tr y ,  

h is  " la b o r io u s  m in u t e n e s s  and f id e l i t y  in  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  of o b j e c t s ,  " a 

p r e c i s i o n  m o r e  s u i ta b ly  e m p lo y e d  in  th e  " lin e  by  l in e"  c o n s tr u c t io n  of a 

" d ia g r a m  . . . fo r  a lo n g  g e o m e t r i c a l  p r o p o s i t io n .  " What C o le r id g e  f in d s  

la c k in g  in  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  th is  k ind is  th e  " m od e  o f  p o e t ic  pa in tin g"  

that a p p e a ls  p r im a r i ly  to  the im a g in a t io n ,  th at c r e a t e s  r a th e r  th an  p a in ts  

- - t j i e  b e s t  e x a m p le s  o f  w h ich  m a y  be found in  the " m a s t e r p ie c e s "  o f
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c r e a t iv e  d e s c r ip t io n  that "abound in  the w r i t in g s  of M ilton , "

In any c a s e ,  w hat i m p r e s s e s  the r e a d e r  in  the d i s t in c t io n s  that  

W o r d sw o r th  m a k e s  b e tw e e n  the f e m a le  and m a le  sw a n s  i s  t h e ir  c o n v e n ­

t io n a l i ty  r a th e r  than th e ir  truth  to  n atu re: the e m p h a s i s  on h e r  m a t e r n a l

d u t ie s ,  h e r  " m e e k e r  c h a r m ,"  h e r  a b i l i ty  to f o r g e t  " h er  b e a u ty 's  p r id e  

, . . in a m o t h e r ' s  c a r e ,"  in  c o n tr a s t  to  the m a le  s w a n 's  b u rn in g  p r id e  

in  h is  s t a t e ly  b e a u ty .  Should  th e r e  be  any l in g e r in g  doubts a s  to  the  

r e l e v a n c e  o f t h e s e  d e s c r ip t io n s  to  M ilto n 's  sw a n , the " m a n tlin g  w in gs"  

of the c lo s in g  l in e  sh o u ld  d is p e l  th e m . T he u s e  o f  " m an tlin g"  in  th is  

s e n s e  w a s  un iqu e to M ilton , a s  th e  O. E . D . n o t e s ,  o c c u r r in g  fo r  the  

f i r s t  t im e  in  C om us {1. 294) and tw ic e  a g a in  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , in  th is
83p a s s a g e  on the sw a n  and e a r l i e r  in  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f R a p h a e l (V. 279).

T h e r e  a r e  tw o  f e a t u r e s  that d i s t in g u is h  M ilto n 's  t r e a t m e n t  of 

th e  sw a n  f r o m  W o r d s w o r th 's .  M ilto n  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  sw an , f i r s t  in  the  

w a te r  and th en  in  th e  a i r ,  and h e  u s e s  the m e ta p h o r  o f  a b oa t to  c o n v e y  

h e r  m o v e m e n t:  sh e  "R ow s H er  s ta te  w ith  O a ry  fe e t .  " W o r d sw o r th

d e p ic t s  h i s  s w a n s  in  the  w a te r  only; and he s e e m s  to h a v e  o v e r lo o k e d  the  

v iv id  m e ta p h o r  of th e  boat. But i f  w e  c a s t  ou r  e y e s  b a c k w a r d  to  the  

co u p le t  th at o p e n s  th e  s c e n e  in  w h ich  W o r d sw o r th  s e t s  the s w a n s ,  w e  

w i l l  f in d  the boat m e ta p h o r  and the " P en n o n s"  of M ilto n 's  s w a n  in  flight:

N ow  w h ile  the s o l e m n  e v e n in g  S h ad ow s s a i l ,
On red  s lo w - w a v in g  p in io n s  down the v a le ,

I lo v e  . . .

A lon g  th e  'w ild  m e a n d 'r in g '  s h o r e  to  v ie w ,
O b se q u io u s  G r a c e  the w in d in g  sw a n  p u r s u e .

(1793  te x t :  1 9 1 -2 0 0 )

W o r d s w o r th 's  m e ta p h o r  i s  a c o m p le x  in v o lu t io n  o f M ilto n 's :  the c lo u d s
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a r e  l ik en ed  to a b ird  on the wing - -"  s lo w -w a v in g  p in ions"  evoking

the " s t if f  P en n on s"  of M ilto n 's  swan; and that f ligh t p a r a l l e l s  the

p r o g r e s s  of a boat, the m o v e m e n t  o f  M ilto n 's  sw a n  through the

w a te r .  It i s  h a rd ly  co in c id e n ta l  that M ilton  a l s o  p r e f a c e s  h is  p ic tu re

of the sw an  w ith  a s c e n e  in  the sk y , the f i r s t  f l ig h t  of the b ir d s  w h o se

n u m b er  is  so  g r e a t  that, v ie w e d  f r o m  the ea rth  b e lo w , they  g iv e  the

84a p p ea ra n ce  o f a cloud; the young b ird s;

so a r in g  t h ' a ir  s u b l im e  
With c lang  d e s p is 'd  the ground , under a c loud  
In p r o s p e c t  . . . .  oc

(P . L . , VII. 421 -423)

W o rd sw o rth  h a s  m e r e ly  r e v e r s e d  M ilto n 's  o r d e r  o f r e la t io n sh ip  fr o m

b ir d s  l ik e  c lo u d s  to c lou d s  l ik e  b ir d s .

In t r a n s fe r r in g  the b o a t - l ik e  m o t io n  of the sw a n  fr o m  w a ter

to sk y , W o rd sw o rth  w ould have  b een  aw are  that M ilton  had o ften  u sed

the s a m e  m eta p h o r  and lan g u a g e  to d e s c r ib e  f l i g h t  Satan voyag in g

through Chaos "his  S a i l -b r o a d  V ans . . , s p r e a d s  for  flight" (P .  L. ,

II. 9 2 7 -9 2 8 ) ;  "half on foot, H a lf - f ly in g ;  b e h o v e s  h im  now both Oar

and Sail" (II. 9 4 1 -9 4 2 ) .  S u m m an u s , tr a d it io n a l ly  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  

86P lu to ,  " o a red  aw ay on p i t c h -b la c k  w in gs  through the l iq u id  air"

(On The F ifth  of N o v e m b e r , 1. 45); F a m e ,  in  the s a m e  p o em , " g o e s  

o a r in g  through the y ie ld in g  air" (1. 208). M ilton  u s e s  the s a m e  

f ig u re  fo r  a n g e ls  in  flight: "back w ith  s p e e d ie s t  Sa il Z o p h ie l , o f  

C h eru b im  the s w i f t e s t  w ing , C am e flying" (P .  L . , VI. 5 3 4 -5 3 6 );  to 

r e s c u e  J e s u s  fr o m  "his u n e a sy  station" on the p in n a c le  w h e r e  Satan  

has s e t  h im , "a f i e r y  G lobe Of A n g e ls  on fu ll  s a i l  of w ing flew  nigh"  

(P . R. , IV. 5 8 1 -5 8 4 ) .
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S o m e  f iv e  y e a r s  la t e r ,  W o r d sw o r th  p ic k s  up M ilto n 's

s w a n -b o a t  m e ta p h o r  and u s e s  it ,  in r e v e r s e  r e la t io n s h ip ,  in  one o f

the m o s t - r e a d  and m o s t - d i s c u s s e d  s e q u e n c e s  in  T he P r e lu d e ,  that

87fa m o u s  sp o t  of t im e ,  the b o a t - s t e a l in g  s c e n e  of B o o k  I. In

p r e p a r in g  fo r  the f ig u r e  o f  the sw a n  (1805 tex t)  W o r d sw o r th  h a s

c o n s id e r a b le  d i f f ic u lty  w ith  the g e n d e r  of the boat: s o m e t i m e s

f e m in in e ,  s o m e t i m e s  m a s c u l in e .  T o  b e g in  w ith , the boat i s

t r a d i t io n a l ly  f e m a le :

N o s o o n e r  h ad  I s ig h t  o f  th is  s m a l l  Skiff,
D i s c o v e r 'd  thus by u n e x p e c te d  c h a n c e ,
T h en  I u n lo o s 'd  h e r  t e t h e r  and em b a r k 'd .

(I. 3 8 0 -3 8 2 )

A s  he  r e c a l l s  h is  v ig o r o u s  ro w in g , W o r d sw o r th  h a s  s e n s a t io n s  o f

m a n ly  s tr e n g th ,  e v e n  h e r o ic  and " m a je s t ic "  m a n l in e s s :

f r o m  the S h ore  
I p u sh 'd , and s t r u c k  the o a r s  and s tr u c k  a g a in  
In c a d e n c e ,  and m y  l i t t l e  B o a t  m o v 'd  on  
E v e n  l ik e  a M an who w a lk s  w ith  s t a t e ly  s tep  
T hough bent on s p e e d ,

(I. 3 8 4 -3 8 8 )

N othing m o r e  h e r o i c  n o r  " m a j e s t ic "  can be e v o k e d  than  th is  im a g e ,

88fo r  it i s  d e s c r ip t iv e  of M ilto n 's  M ich a e l  a s  h e  p a u s e s  in  h is

a c co u n t  of the fu tu re  h i s t o r y  of man:

A s one w ho in  h is  jo u r n e y  b a te s  at N oon,
T hough bent on s p e e d ,  so  h e r e  the A r c h - A n g e l  p a u s 'd  
B e tw ix t  th e  w o r ld  d e s t r o y 'd  and w o r ld  r e s t o r 'd  . . . .

(P .  L. , XU. 1 -3)

W o r d sw o r th ,  in  a s c r ib in g  h is  ow n e m o t io n s  to the c h a r a c t e r  o f  the  

b o a t 's  m o v e m e n t ,  f o r g e t s  that he h a s  e a r l i e r  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h is  

" s m a l l  Skiff" a s  a w om an; su d d en ly  sh e  h a s  the m o t io n s  of a M an w ith  

m o r e  than h u m an  s t a t e l i n e s s .  The q u a lity  o f s t a t e l i n e s s  d o e s  not  

d e r iv e  f r o m  M ilto n 's  im a g e  o f  M ic h a e l  but f r o m  h is  f ig u r e  of the sw an .
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T h e o a r s ,  the a c t  of ro w in g , the s t a t e ly  m o t io n  o f  the b oa t h a v e

r e c a l l e d  M ilto n 's  sw a n  who "R ow s H e r  S ta te  w ith  O a ry  F e e t" ;  the

s w a n 's  p r id e  h a s  i t s  e c h o  in W o r d s w o r th 's  ow n d e m e a n o r ,  "as su ite d

one who p r o u d ly  row 'd" (I. 396); and the " S i lv e r  L a k e s  and R iv e r s "

in  w h ic h  M ilto n 's  sw a n  "Bath'd" h e r  "downy B r e a s t"  find th e ir

c o u n te r p a r t  in  th e  g l i t t e r  of the b o a t 's  wake:

not w ith out the v o ic e  
Of m o u n t a in - e c h o e s  did  m y  B o a t  m o v e  on,
L e a v in g  b eh in d  h e r  s t i l l  on e i t h e r  s id e
S m a l l  c i r c l e s  g l i t t e r in g  id ly  in  the m o o n  . . . .

(P r e l .  , I. 3 8 9 -3 9 2 )

W hen W o r d sw o rth  r e v e r t s  to  the d e s c r ip t io n  of h is  ro w in g , the o a r s  

r e c a l l  the " s t i f f  P e n n o n s"  on w h ich  M ilto n 's  sw a n  r o s e  in to  th e  "m id  

A e r ia l  Sky"; h is  boat b e c o m e s  a sw a n  and i t s  m o t io n  is  a r i s in g  one:

lu s t i l y
I d ipp'd  m y  o a r s  in to  th e  s i l e n t  L a k e ,
And, a s  I r o s e  upon the s t r o k e ,  m y  B oat
W ent h e a v in g  th ro u g h  th e  w a te r ,  l ik e  a Swan . . . .

(I. 4 0 1 -4 0 4 )

T he d is t in c t io n s  b e tw e e n  m a le  and f e m a le  sw a n  h ave  b e e n  c o n fu se d ,  and

w h en  W o r d sw o r th  c o n c lu d e s  h i s  a c co u n t  o f  th is  ch ild h ood  e x p e r ie n c e ,

the boat is  a g a in  f e m a le  - - " T h e r e , in  h e r  m o o r in g  p la c e ,  I le f t  m y

Bark" (I. 415). W o r d sw o r th  i s  caught b e tw e e n  th e  tr a d i t io n a l  fe m in in e

g e n d e r  of b o a ts ,  h is  v iv id  m e ta p h o r  by w h ich  the b oat and the p rou d  boy

o p e r a t in g  h e r  o a r s  b e c o m e  one in  th e  sw a n , and h is  own d ic tu m  that a

89sw a n  p o s s e s s i n g  th is  kind of m a j e s t y  and p r id e  sh o u ld  be  m a s c u l in e .

At s o m e  t im e  b e tw e e n  1832 and 1839, the c o n fu se d  g e n d e r  of 

h is  boat m u s t  h ave  a t t r a c te d  W o r d sw o r th 's  a t ten t io n ,  fo r  he  r e m o v e s  

the f i r s t  d e s c r ip t io n  of h is  row ing  (I. 3 8 4 -3 8 8 )  w ith  i t s  m a n ly

90s e n s a t io n s  and i t s  h e r o ic  a l lu s io n  to the A r c h - A n g e l  M ic h a e l .  P e r h a p s



74

he r e c o g n iz e d ,  to o ,  that an a n a lo g y  b e tw e e n  a b o y ,  a " s m a l l  S k if f ,"  

and an A r c h - A n g e l  c o n s t i tu te d  w h at C o le r id g e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  on e  of the  

d e f e c t s  of h is  p o e try :  " th oughts  and im a g e s  too  g r e a t  fo r  the s u b -

91j e c t s . "  T he boat now  r e m a in s  c o n s i s t e n t ly  f e m a le  th ro u g h o u t the  

a cco u n t;  a lth ou gh  W o r d sw o r th  s t i l l  c l in g s  to  h is  s y n t h e s i s  o f  b oy ,  

b oat , and sw a n , the s i m i l e  i s  not so  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  fo r ,  and the t r a in  

of a s s o c i a t i o n s  w ith  M ilto n 's  sw a n , and w ith  W o r d s w o r th 's  ju d g m en t  

that it sh ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  a m a s c u l in e  sw a n , has  now  b e c o m e  b lu r r e d .

M ilto n 's  im a g e  o f the sw a n  a s  b oat p e r s i s t s  in W o r d s w o r th 's  

l a t e r  p o e tr y .  In T h e  E x c u r s i o n , B o o k  VI, w e  find  one of h is  b r i e f e r  

d e s c r ip t io n s ;  a s  in T he P r e l u d e , the sw a n  a s  b oa t , o r  b oat a s  sw a n ,  

i s  fe m a le :

s m o o th  and s t i l l  
A s the m u te  sw an  that f lo a t s  adow n the s t r e a m ,
O r, on the w a te r s  of the u n ru ff led  la k e ,
A n c h o r s  h e r  p la c id  b ea u ty .

(2 9 2 - 2 9 5 )

We sh o u ld  n ote  that fo r  M ilto n 's  " L a k e s  and R iv e r s "  W o rd sw o rth  

g iv e s  us a " s tr e a m "  or  "lake"; but, c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  h is  own  

d is t in c t io n s  b e tw e e n  m a le  and f e m a le ,  th is  sw a n  has  n e i t h e r  s ta te ,  

m a j e s t y ,  n or  p r id e ;  sh e  h a s  a " p la c id  beauty"  c o n so n a n t  w ith  h e r  

f e m in in ity .

W o r d sw o r th 's  m o s t  d e ta i le d  d e s c r ip t io n  o f a sw a n  o c c u r s  in

a n in e t e e n - l in e  s ta n z a ,  o r ig in a l ly  p la n n ed  a s  th e  o p e n e r  of D ion  (1 8 1 6 ) ,

d i s c a r d e d  "on a c co u n t  of i t s  d e ta in in g  the r e a d e r  too  long  f r o m  the

s u b je c t ,  " and r e s t o r e d  a s  a fo o tn o te  to the p o e m  at the u r g e n t  r e q u e s t

92of W o r d s w o r th 's  f r ie n d s .  In h i s  n o te  to An E v en in g  W alk , 

W o r d sw o rth  t e l l s  us th at "the p ic tu r e  of the swan" w h ic h  h e  " d i s c a r d e d
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f r o m  the p o e m  o f  Dion" d e r iv e d  f r o m  the s a m e  o b s e r v a t io n s  that

93p r o d u c e d  the p a ir  o f  s w a n s  in  the e a r l i e r  p o e m . T h e  sw a n  in  D ion

i s  m a le  and a lon e; the p o in ted  e m p h a s i s  on the f e m a l e ' s  a b s e n c e ,

h o w e v e r ,  i s  a c e r t a in  in d ic a to r  that W o r d sw o r th  has h i s  c r i t i c i s m  and

c o r r e c t i o n  of M ilto n 's  sw a n  in  m in d . T h e  w o r d  " m a je s ty "  in  the  v e r y

f i r s t  l in e  c o n f ir m s  t h is ,  a s  do th e  l in k s  b e tw e e n  th is  d e s c r ip t io n  and

o th e r s  of W o r d s w o r th 's  s w a n s  a lr e a d y  d i s c u s s e d :

F a i r  i s  the Sw an, w h o s e  m a j e s t y ,  p r e v a i l in g  
O 'e r  b r e e z e l e s s  w a te r ,  on L o c a r n o ' s  la k e ,
B e a r s  h im  on w h i le  p ro u d ly  s a i l in g  
He l e a v e s  b eh in d  a m o o n - i l lu m in e d  w ake:
B eh o ld !  the m a n tl in g  s p i r i t  o f  r e s e r v e  
F a s h io n s  h is  n e c k  in to  a g o o d ly  c u r v e ;
A n a r c h  th ro w n  b a c k  b e tw e e n  lu x u r ia n t  w in g s  
Of w h i t e s t  g a r n i tu r e ,  l ik e  f i r - t r e e  b ou gh s  
T o w h ich , on s o m e  u n r u ff le d  m o r n in g ,  c l in g s  
A f la k y  w e ig h t  o f  w i n t e r ’s p u r e s t  s n o w s !
- - B e h o ld !  - - a s  w ith  a g u sh in g  im p u ls e  h e a v e s  
T hat dow ny p ro w , and s o f t ly  c l e a v e s  
T h e m i r r o r  of the c r y s t a l  f lood ,
V a n is h  in v e r te d  h i l l ,  and sh a d o w y  w ood ,
And p en d en t r o c k s , w h e r e ' e r ,  in  g l id in g  s ta te ,
W inds the m u te  C r ea tu re  w ith ou t v i s ib l e  M ate  
O r R iv a l ,  s a v e  the Q u een  of n ight  
S h o w er in g  down a s i l v e r  l ig h t ,  ^
F r o m  h e a v e n ,  upon h e r  c h o s e n  F a v o u r i t e !

T h e  s ta n z a  i s  a c o m p o s i t e  of a l l  th e  im a g e s  that h a v e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d

the sw a n  of P a r a d i s e  L o s t , the m a le  and f e m a le  s w a n s  of An E v en in g

W alk , the b o y - b o a t - s w a n  of T h e  P r e l u d e , and the f e m a le  sw a n  o f  T he

E x c u r s i o n . T he v a r io u s  s tr a n d s  a r e  so  in t r i c a t e ly  in t e r w o v e n  that a

ta b le  of r e la t io n s h ip s  s e e m s  to be  the on ly  m e a n s  of a c h ie v in g  a fa ir

d e g r e e  o f  c la r i ty :



m a j e s t y  or s t a t e l i n e s s

p r id e

f e m a le  sw an  

m a le  sw an

f e m a l e - m a l e  b o a t - s w a n  

m a le  sw a n  

a l l  s w a n s ,  m a le  

and f e m a le

s w a n -b o a t  or b ir d - b o a t  f e m a le  sw a n

c lo u d s

f e m a l e - m a l e  b o a t - s w a n  

f e m a le  sw a n  

m a le  sw a n

s i l v e r y  w a t e r s

dow ny b r e a s t  

l i f t e d  c h e s t  

h e a v in g  p row  

dow ny prow  

m u te  sw an  

m u te  C r e a tu r e

fe m a le  sw a n  

m a le  sw a n

f e m a l e - m a l e  b o a t - s w a n

m a le  sw a n

f e m a le

m a le

P .  L. 

E. W.

P r e l .  

D ion  

P .  L ,  

E . W. 

P r e l .  

D ion

P .  L .

E . W.

P r e l .

E x c .

D ion

P .  L .

E . W.

P r e l .

D ion

P .  L.

E . W.

P r e l .

D ion

E x c .

D ion
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T he c o n fu s io n  o f  m a le  and f e m a le  q u a l i t i e s ,  c la r i f i e d  by  

W o r d sw o r th  in  An E v en in g  W alk , m u d d led  in the e a r ly  te x t  of The  

P r e lu d e  and b lu r r e d  e v e n  in i t s  la te  r e v i s io n ,  i s  im p l ic i t ly  c la r i f i e d  in  

D ion by the m e n t io n  of the a b s e n t  f e m a le  and then e i t h e r  p a r t ia l ly  

o b fu s c a te d  o r  p a r t ia l ly  r e c o n c i l e d  by the "dow ny prow" of the m a le  

s w a n 's  b r e a s t .  T hat the w h ite  w in g s  and " A r ch ed  neck" of M ilto n 's  

sw a n  sh o u ld  p e r s i s t  in W o r d sw o r th 's  v a r io u s  d e s c r ip t io n s  of sw a n s  i s  

not s o  n o te w o r th y ,  fo r  how  e l s e  i s  a sw a n  to be p ic tu r e d ?  But the  

p e r s i s t e n t  u s e  of im a g e s  not e s s e n t i a l  to the d e p ic t io n  of sw a n s  - - s t a t e l i ­

n e s s ,  p r id e ,  and s i l v e r y  w a t e r s  in th r e e  out of fou r  of W o r d s w o r th 's  

s w a n - p o r t r a i t s ;  the boat m e ta p h o r  in  a ll  f o u r - - a n d  m o s t  n o ta b ly  the u se  

o f " m an tlin g"  in  M ilto n 's  unique s e n s e  in  An E v en in g  W alk (1793) and  

in  D ion {1816) s e e m  to d em a n d  a r e c o g n i t io n  o f  W o r d sw o r th 's  endu rin g  

d e p e r  ’ n e e ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  u n eq u a led  " e y e  fo r  n a tu r e ,  " upon M ilto n 's  

d e f ic ie n t  p e r c e p t io n .  In h is  a t tem p t  to r e v e a l  th o se  na tu ra l  

a p p e a r a n c e s  that had e s c a p e d  p r e v io u s  p o e t s ,  W o rd sw o r th  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

m u st  d raw  on M ilto n 's  m e ta p h o r s  and i m a g e s .

H e r e ,  a s  in  th e  c o n f l ic t  b e tw e e n  n a tu ra l and s u p e r n a tu r a l

p r o s p e c t s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  in  th is  c h a p te r ,  W o rd sw o r th  is  caught

b e tw e e n  the d e s i r e  to c o r r e c t  and im p r o v e  upon M ilto n  and the

p e r t in a c io u s  a d m ir a t io n  of M ilto n  that d r a w s  h im  b ack  a g a in  and

a g a in  to the v e r y  c o n c e p ts  o f  w h ich  he h as  b e e n  c r i t i c a l .  W o rd sw o rth

o n c e  r e m a r k e d  that he  cou ld  point to  " tw ic e  f iv e  hundred" p a s s a g e s

" in  M ilto n  . . .  to  w h ich  a d d it io n a l  la b o u r  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  s e r v i c e - 
9 5

able"; and M ilto n 's  d e s c r ip t io n  of the sw a n  w as  e v id e n t ly  on e  of  

th em . But a f t e r  due r e f l e c t io n  o v e r  the c o u r s e  o f  y e a r s  he  m a y  h ave
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c o n c lu d e d  that  M i l to n ' s  i m a g e  of  the  s w a n  w a s  "a p e r m a n e n t  one ,

96not  d ep en d en t  upon a c c id e n t .  " F o r ,  a f t e r  m a k in g  the a t t em p t  to

i m p r o v e  upon M i l to n ' s  f e m a l e  s w a n  in  An E v en in g  W a lk , what

p e r s i s t s  in  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  s e q u e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of s w a n s  a r e  M i l to n ' s

" p e r m a n e n t  i m a g e s "  and not the tou ch ing  m a t e r n a l - d o m e s t i c  s c e n e

that  m u s t  in d e e d  h a v e  b e e n  " d ep en d en t  upon a c c id en t"  d e s p i t e  the fa c t

that W o r d s w o r t h  had p e r s o n a l l y  w i t n e s s e d  it .

T he  s t o r y  of  the fi f th  day of C r e a t i o n  (P .  L. , VII) w as

un doub ted ly  of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  to W o r d s w o r t h  b e c a u s e  o f  the m a n y

natura l  a p p e a r a n c e s  r e c o r d e d  t h e r e .  The  f l ig h t  of the b i r d s ,  a l r e a d y

97c o m m e n t e d  upon, c a m e  in for  fu r t h e r  b r i e f  n o t i c e  f r o m  W o rd sw o rth :

P a r t  l o o s e l y  w in g  the  R e g io n ,  p ar t  m o r e  w i s e  
In c o m m o n ,  rang 'd  in  f i g u r e  w e d g e  th ir  w a y .

(P .  L. , VII. 4 2 5 - 4 2 6 ;  u n d e r l in e  W. 's)

In the m a r g i n ,  b e s i d e s  the t h r e e  u n d e r l i n e d  w o r d s ,  W o r d s w o r t h  w r i t e s :

" v e r y  bea u t i fu l .  " How d i s c o n c e r t i n g  it  i s  that ,  in  an i n s t a n c e  w h e r e

W o r d s w o r t h  g i v e s  h igh  a p p ro b a t io n  to  M i l to n ' s  e y e  for  n a t u r e ,  he

s h o u ld  be  s o  n ig g a r d l y  in  h i s  c o m m e n t ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r u s t r a t i n g  i s  the

f a i l u r e  to  find in  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e m s  any a l l u s i o n  to  th is  f i g u r e  that

m ig h t  p r o v id e  fu r t h e r  in s ig h t  into  the  g ro u n d s  of h i s  a p p ro v a l .  T h e r e

a r e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  m a n y  e c h o e s  of  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s

m a g n i f i c e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the w a t e r f o w l  in  f l ight  (R e c l u s e , I. 2 0 3 -  

98229) ,  but not a s i n g l e  i m a g e  d e r i v e s  f r o m  the b i r d s  that take  w ing  

in B ook  VII.

The  a p p e a r a n c e s  of the f i r s t  f i s h  r e c e i v e  double  n o t i c e  f r o m  

W o rd sw o rth ;  he  m a r k s  two l i n e s ,  but d o e s  not d iv u lg e  h i s  r e a s o n  for  

doing so:
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F o r t h w i t h  the  Sounds  and S e a s ,  e a c h  C r e e k  and B a y  
With F r y  i n n u m e r a b l e  s w a r m ,  and S h o a l s  
Of F i s h  that w i th  th ir  F i n s  and sh in in g  S c a l e s  
Glid e  u n d er  th e  g r e e n  W ave ,  in  S c u l l s  that oft  
B ank the m id  Sea:  p a r t  s i n g l e  o r  w ith  m a t e  
G r a z e  the S e a w e e d  th ir  p a s t u r e ,  and th ro u g h  G r o v e s  
Of C ora l  s t r a y ,  o r  s p o r t in g  w ith  qu ick  g l a n c e  x
Show to the Sun th ir  w a v 'd  c o a t s  dropt  w ith  Gold ,
O r  in th ir  P e a r l y  s h e l l s  at e a s e ,  a t ten d  
M o i s t  n u t r im e n t ,  o r  u n d e r  R o c k s  th ir  food  
In jo in te d  A r m o r  watch*. . . .

(VII. 3 9 9 - 4 0 9 )

A s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the g l e a m i n g  l i g h t s  that a r e  r e f l e c t e d  in the

99h ap p y  m o t io n s  o f  the f i s h ,  " s p o r t in g  w ith  qu ick  g la n c e "  i s  a

m a s t e r p i e c e  o f  v iv id ,  e c o n o m i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  that m u s t  h a v e

i m p r e s s e d  W o r d s w o r t h  w i th  i t s  truth  of  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  for  the  f ig u re

with i t s  c o m b in a t io n  of  l ig h t  and jo y  r e c u r s  in h is  p o e t r y  on a n u m b e r

of  o c c a s i o n s .  In T h e  P r e l u d e , he  d e s c r i b e s  a n ight  of dance;  and th is

i s  " s p o r t in g  with q u ick  g la n c e "  ind eed;

I had p a s  s 'd 
T he night  in d a n c in g ,  g a i e t y  and m ir th ;
With din  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  and sh u f f l in g  f e e t ,
And g la n c in g  f o r m s ,  and t a p e r s  g l i t t e r i n g  . . . .  , nn

(1805: IV. 3 1 9 - 3 2 2 )
I I

In the Song At T h e  F e a s t  of  B r o u g h a m  C a s t l e  (1807) ,  a p a i r  o f  g la n c in g ,

g le a m in g "  f i s h  i n s p i r e s  de l ight:

And both the undying f i s h  that s w i m  
T h r o u g h  B o w s c a l e - t a r n  did w a i t  on him;
T h e  p a ir  w e r e  s e r v a n t s  of  h i s  e y e  
In t h e i r  i m m o r t a l i t y ;
And g la n c in g ,  g l e a m i n g ,  d ark  o r  b r igh t ,
M o v ed  to and fr o ,  fo r  h i s  d e l ig h t .

(II. 1 2 2 - 1 2 7 )

And in The  E x c u r s i o n ,  the g la n c in g  f i s h  e l i c i t  a lo v in g  r e s p o n s e :

B i r d s  and b e a s t s ,
And the m u te  f i s h  that g l a n c e s  in  the  s t r e a m ,

In h is  c a p a c i o u s  m in d ,  he l o v e d  t h e m  a l l  . . .
(II. 4 1 - 4 6 )
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W h e r e  t h e r e  i s  f l a s h in g  l ig h t  o r  jo y o u s  m o v e m e n t ,  one or

the o t h e r  i m a g e ,  o r  b o t h s p o r t i n g "  and "g lance"  - - r e p e a t e d l y  m a k e

t h e ir  a p p e a r a n c e .  In t h e i r  s w i f t  f l i g h t ,  the w a t e r f o w l  " tem p t  the

sun  to  s p o r t  a m o n g  t h e i r  p l u m e s "  (R e c l u s e , I. 222) .  In the f a m o u s

p a s s a g e  on m y t h m a k i n g  in  B o o k  IV of T he  E x c u r s i o n , l ig h t ,  jo y o u s

m o v e m e n t ,  " s p o r t i n g , "  and "g lan ce"  a p p e a r  in  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g

c o m b in a t io n s :

T he  n ig h t ly  h u n te r ,  l i f t in g  a b r ig h t  e y e  
Up to w a r d s  the  c r e s c e n t  m o o n ,  w ith  g r a t e f u l  h e a r t  
C a l le d  on the l o v e l y  w a n d e r e r  who b e s t o w e d  
That t i m e l y  l ig h t ,  to  s h a r e  h i s  jo y o u s  sport:
And h e n c e ,  a b e a m i n g  G o d d e s s  w ith  h e r  N y m p h s ,

Sw ept  in  the s t o r m  of c h a s e ;  a s  m o o n  and s t a r s  
G la n c e  r a p id l y  a lo n g  the  c lo u d e d  h e a v e n  . . . .

S u n b e a m s ,  upon d is ta n t  h i l l s  
G lid ing  a p a c e ,  w ith  s h a d o w s  in t h e i r  t r a in ,
M ight ,  w ith  s m a l l  h e lp  f r o m  fa n cy ,  b e  t r a n s f o r m e d  
Into f l e e t  O r e a d s  s p o r t in g  v i s i b l y .

(IV. 8 6 1 - 8 7 6 )

T h e  " sh in in g  S c a l e s "  and " jo inted  A r m o r "  of  M i l t o n ' s  f i s h

h a v e  a p o s s i b l e  e c h o ,  but a r a t h e r  m e l a n c h o l y  on e ,  in  a p o e m

c o m m e m o r a t i n g  a g i f t  to W o r d s w o r t h  of Gold  and S i l v e r  F i s h e s  In A

V a s e  (1829) .  C o n t r a s t e d  to the jo y o u s  and unbounded f r e e d o m  of

M i l to n ' s  " F r y  i n n u m e r a b le "  a r e  t h e s e  f i s h  "in l a s t in g  d u ra n ce

pent  . . . F o r  s o m e t h in g  m o r e  than  dull  content ,  T hough  h a p ly  l e s s

than joy" (11. 5 - 8 ) .  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  a t t e m p t  to r e s u r r e c t  the g la n c in g

l ig h t s  and g l e e f u l  s p o r t  of M i l to n ' s  f i s h  s e e m s  to  i n t e n s i f y  the  s a d n e s s

of  t h e s e  i m p r i s o n e d  c r e a t u r e s ,  g o ld  and s i l v e r  though t h ey  m a y  be:

Yet  m ig h t  y o u r  g l a s s y  p r i s o n  s e e m  
A p l a c e  w h e r e  jo y  i s  known,

W h e r e  g o l d e n  f l a s h  and s i l v e r  g l e a m  
H a v e  m e a n i n g s  o f  t h e i r  ow n . . . .

(11. 9 - 1 2 )

And h is  e f fo r t  to e x t r a c t  jo y  and lo v e  f r o m  t h i s  p i c t u r e  o f  a r t i f i c i a l
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c o n f in e m e n t  p l a c e s  to o  g r e a t  a s t r a i n  on the  r e a d e r ' s  c re d u l i ty :

T y p e  of  a sunn y  h u m a n  b r e a s t  
Is y o u r  t r a n s p a r e n t  ce l l ;

W h e r e  F e a r  i s  but a t r a n s i e n t  g u e s t ,
N o  s u l l e n  H u m o u r s  dw el l ;

W h e r e ,  s e n s i t i v e  o f  e v e r y  r a y  
That s m i t e s  t h i s  t iny  s e a ,

Your s c a l y  p a n o p l i e s  r e p a y  
The L o a n  with u s u r y .

(11. 1 7 - 2 4 )

It i s  a w o e fu l  c o n c l u s i o n  f o r  the  p o e t  of the  u n eq u a le d  " ey e  fo r

n atu re"  that he  s h o u ld  s e e  r e f l e c t e d  in  two f i s h - - i s o l a t e d  and

i m p r i s o n e d  in a g l a s s  b o w l - - t h e  jo y o u s  f r e e d o m  and r ic h  p r o f u s i o n  of

M i l t o n ' s  " F r y  i n n u m e r a b le "  a s  th e y  s p o r t  and g l a n c e  in  t h e i r  n a tu ra l

hab ita t .  Unhappy,  too ,  for  the p o e t  of the " la n g u a g e  u s e d  b y  m e n ,  "

i s  h i s  e x c h a n g e  of  " s c a l y  p a n o p l ie s "  for  " jo in ted  A r m o r ,  " f a l s e

a d o r n m e n t  f o r  g ran d  s i m p l i c i t y .  M o s t  s o r r o w f u l  o f  a l l ,  i s  the fa c t

that  n e i t h e r  " jo in ted  A r m o r "  n or  " s c a l y  p a n o p l ie s "  can  p r o t e c t  the

g o ld  and s i l v e r  c r e a t u r e s  a g a i n s t  death ,  for  th ey  b e g in  to d ie  in  t h e ir
102c o n f in e m e n t  and m u s t  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  an o u td o o r  pool .

It i s  no doubt u n fa ir  to  the  g r e a t  n a t u r e  p o e t  that  W o r d s w o r t h  

t r u l y  w a s  to c o n c lu d e  w i th  t h i s  d e p r e s s i n g  s a m p l e  f r o m  h i s  l a t e r  

p o e t r y .  But  one fa c t  s e e m s  ev iden t:  a s  un ique  a s  h i s  e y e  for  n a t u r e  

m a y  h a v e  b e e n ,  W o r d s w o r t h  o f t en  c h o s e ,  in  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  a c h i e v e  

truth  o f  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  to  s e e  th ro u g h  M i l t o n ' s  e y e ,  b l ind  though it  w a s  

and d ep en d en t  upon m e m o r y .  M i l t o n ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  

of  n a t u r e ' s  v a r i e d  a p p e a r a n c e s  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  k in d led  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p ro fo u n d  r e s p e c t  d e s p i t e  h i s  c r i t i c i s m .
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4. The L a n g u a g e  Of M en

C l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  t h e o r i e s  o f  p o e t i c  r e a l i s m

and tru th  of d e s c r i p t i o n  w as  h is  c o n c e p t io n  of  the l a n g u a g e  to be

e m p l o y e d  in  c o n v e y in g  t h e s e  r e a l i t i e s  and t r u t h s .  H i s  o b j e c t ,  a s  he

e x p l a i n s  in the P r e f a c e  to the  L y r i c a l  B a l l a d s  i s  to  c h o o s e  h is  p o e t i c

d ic t i o n  f r o m  the " la n g u a g e  r e a l l y  s p o k e n  by m e n ,  " and he  i s  co n f id en t

that w h e r e v e r  "th is  s e l e c t i o n  . . .  i s  m a d e  with  t r u e  t a s t e  and

f e e l i n g , "  it " w i l l  of i t s e l f  f o r m  a d i s t i n c t i o n  fa r  g r e a t e r  than would  at

f i r s t  be  im a g i n e d ,  and w i l l  e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  the  c o m p o s i t i o n  f r o m  the

103v u l g a r i t y  and m e a n n e s s  o f  o r d in a r y  l i f e .  " A n t i c ip a t in g  that  h i s

p o s t u l a t e  w ou ld  m e e t  w ith  g r e a t  o p p o s i t io n  f r o m  the  c r i t i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y

w ith  r e s p e c t  to the  l a n g u a g e  of  h u m b le  and r u s t i c  m e n ,  W o r d s w o r th

a s s u r e s  h i s  r e a d e r s  that  the l a n g u a g e  that he  h as  ad op ted  h a s  b e e n

" p u r i f i e d  in d e e d  f r o m  what a p p e a r  to be  i t s  r e a l  d e f e c t s ,  f r o m  a l l

104l a s t i n g  and r a t io n a l  c a u s e s  o f  d i s l i k e  or  d i s g u s t .  " T o  su p p o r t  h i s

c l a i m ,  he  tu r n s  to  the au th o r i ty  of "our  e l d e r  w r i t e r s " :

R e a d e r s  of  s u p e r i o r  ju d g m en t  m a y  d i s a p p r o v e  of  the  s t y l e  
in  w h ic h  m a n y  of t h e s e  p i e c e s  a r e  e x e c u t e d  . . . .  It 
w i l l  p e r h a p s  a p p e a r  to  t h e m ,  that w i s h in g  to a v o id  the  
p r e v a l e n t  fau lt  of the day, the au th or  h a s  s o m e t i m e s  
d e s c e n d e d  to o  lo w ,  and that m a n y  of h i s  e x p r e s s i o n s  a r e  
to o  f a m i l i a r ,  and not  of  s u f f i c i e n t  d ign ity .  It i s  a p p re h e n d ed ,  
that the m o r e  c o n v e r s a n t  the r e a d e r  i s  w i th  our  e l d e r  
w r i t e r s  . . . the  f e w e r  c o m p l a i n t s  of  th i s  kind w i l l  he  h a v e  
to  m a k e .  105

And a r g u in g  a g a i n s t  the  ju d g m e n t  that o c c a s i o n a l  p r o s a i s m s  c o n s t i tu te  

a d e f e c t  in p o e t r y ,  h e  tu rn s  to  the  a u t h o r i ty  of  Milton:



03

. . .  i t  w ould  be  a m o s t  e a s y  t a s k  to  p r o v e  . . . that  
not on ly  the l a n g u a g e  of a l a r g e  p o r t io n  of e v e r y  good  
p o e m ,  e v e n  of  the m o s t  e l e v a t e d  c h a r a c t e r ,  m u s t  
n e c e s s a r i l y ,  e x c e p t  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  the m e t r e ,  in  
no r e s p e c t  d i f f e r  f r o m  that of  good  p r o s e ,  but l i k e w i s e  
that  s o m e  of  the m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t s  of  the b e s t  
p o e m s  w i l l  be  found to be  s t r i c t l y  the  l a n g u a g e  of  
p r o s e  w h en  p r o s e  i s  w e l l  w r i t t e n .  T h e  truth  of th i s  
a s s e r t i o n  m ig h t  be  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by  in n u m e r a b le  
p a s s a g e s  f r o m  a l m o s t  a l l  the  p o e t i c a l  w r i t i n g s ,  e v e n  
of M i l to n  h i m s e l f .  106

T h is  w a s  the c e n t e r  of h i s  q u a r r e l ,  th roughout  h i s  l i f e ,  w ith  the

107p o e t s  and c r i t i c s  o f  h i s  t i m e ,  e v e n  w ith  C o le r id g e ;  and as  

C o l e r i d g e  m a i n t a i n s ,  it  w a s  "the t r u e  o r i g i n  o f  the u n e x a m p l e d

o p p o s i t i o n  w h ic h  Mr.  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  w r i t i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  s i n c e  d o o m e d

n 108 to e n c o u n t e r .  "

C o n s id e r in g  the  f r e q u e n c y  with  w h ic h  W o r d s w o r th  r e s o r t s  to

the a u th o r i ty  of M i l ton  on m a t t e r s  o f  p o e t i c  d i c t i o n  in h i s  l e t t e r s ,

109c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  and p r e f a c e s ,  and the un in h ib i ted  u s e  that he  m a k e s  

of  M i l to n ic  la n g u a g e ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  it to  be  as  p u b l i c ly  a v a i la b le  to  h i m  

a s  the d ic t i o n a r y ,  we sho u ld  e x p e c t  a r ich  h a r v e s t  of m a r k e d  l i n e s  

and c o m m e n t a r y  f r o m  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t . The  

o p p o s i t e ,  u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  i s  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  the c a s e .  H is  c o m m e n t s  

upon M i l to n 's  c h o i c e  o f  d ic t io n  c o n c e r n  one l in e  only; and h is  

p a in fu l ly  s p a r e  r e m a r k s  a r e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  d i s a p p r o v i n g .  The p a s s a g e  

that he  s e l e c t s  w a s  of  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  to h i m  and C o le r id g e ,  and to  B y r o n  

a s  w e l l ;  it r e c o u n t s  the  m u r d e r  of A b e l  by  Cain .  The c e n t e r  of 

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o n c e r n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  not the m u r d e r ,  but the  

s a c r i f i c e s  o f f e r e d  by Cain  and A b e l  and the s e t t in g  in  w h ic h  they  take  

place :
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a f ie ld ,
P a r t  a r a b le  and t i l th ,  w h e r e o n  w e r e  S h e a v e s  
N e w  rea p t ,  the  o t h e r  p a r t  s h e e p - w a l k s  and fo ld s;
I 1 th' m i d s t  an A l t a r  a s  the L a n d - m a r k  s to o d  
R u s t i c ,  o f  g r a s s y  sw ard ;  t h i t h e r  anon  
A s w e a t y  R e a p e r  f r o m  h i s  T i l l a g e  brou gh t  
F i r s t  F r u i t s ,  the g r e e n  E a r ,  and the y e l l o w  Sheaf ,
U n c u l l 'd ,  a s  c a m e  to  hand; a S h ep h e rd  n e x t  
M o r e  m e e k  c a m e  w i th  the F i r s t l i n g s  o f  h i s  F l o c k  
C h o i c e s t  and b e s t ;  th en  s a c r i f i c i n g ,  la id  
T he  In w a rd s  and th ir  F a t ,  w i th  I n c e n s e  s t r e w ' d ,  x  
On the c l e f t  Wood,  and a l l  due R i t e s  p e r f o r m ' d .
H is  O ff 'r in g  s o o n  p r o p i t io u s  F i r e  f r o m  H e a v 'n  
C o n s u m 'd  w ith  n im b le  g l a n c e ,  and g r a t e f u l  s t e a m ;
T h e  o t h e r ' s  not ,  for  h i s  w a s  not s i n c e r e  . . . .

(P .  L.  , XI. 4 2 9 - 4 4 3 )

W o r d s w o r t h  p l a c e s  an x  a l o n g s i d e  "T he  In w a rd s  and th ir  F a t ,  with

I n c e n s e  s tr ew 'd "  and m a k e s  th i s  o b s e r v a t io n :

T h i s  i s  i n e l e g a n t  and r e m i n d s  one  to o  s t r o n g l y  o f  a 
B u t c h e r s  s t a l l ,  it i s  the m o r e  to  be l a m e n t e d  as  the r e s t  
of  the  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  a p a t t e r n  o f  s i m p l i c i t y ;  it  i s  a 
l a n g u a g e  w h ic h  s e e m s  l o s t ,  to m o d e r n  to n g u e s

It i s  s o m e t h i n g  of a s h o c k  to find a p o e t  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s

v i e w s  d i s a p p r o v i n g  M i l to n ' s  d o w n - t o - e a r t h  l a n g u a g e  and i m p ly in g ,

f u r t h e r m o r e ,  that it i s  "too  low  . . . too  f a m i l i a r ,  and not of

s u f f i c i e n t  d ign i ty .  " M i l to n  has  i n d e e d  u s e d  "the la n g u a g e  r e a l l y

s p o k e n  by  m e n ,  " m e n ,  m o r e o v e r ,  f r o m  h u m b le  and r u s t i c  l i f e .  In

fa i l in g  to  p u r i f y  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  " f r o m  what  a p p e a r  to  be  i t s  r e a l

d e f e c t s ,  f r o m  a l l  l a s t i n g  and r a t io n a l  c a u s e s  of d i s l i k e  or  d i s g u s t , "

M il to n  did not,  in  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  op in ion ,  e x e r c i s e  " tru e  t a s t e  and

f e e l i n g .  " M i l to n ' s  bad t a s t e  m ig h t ,  in  add it ion ,  h a v e  b e e n  g r a t u i t o u s ,

s i n c e  he  o b v i o u s l y  e la b o r a t e d  upon the s i m p l e  r e c i t a l  in  G e n e s i s :

. . .  i t c a m e  to  p a s s ,  that  Cain  b ro u g h t  o f  the  f r u i t  of  
the  groun d  an o f f e r in g  unto the L o r d .  And A b e l ,  he  a l s o  
b ro ug h t  o f  the  f i r s t l i n g s  of h i s  f l o c k  and of the fat t h e r e o f .
And the  L o r d  had r e s p e c t  unto A b e l  and to  h i s  o f f er in g :
But unto Cain  and to  h i s  o f f er in g  he  had  not r e s p e c t .

(4 : 3 - 5 )
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F r o m  what  s o u r c e ,  it i s  r e a s o n a b l e  to  a sk ,  did M i l ton  d e r i v e  the  

d e t a i l s  w ith  w h ic h  he  e m b e l l i s h e d  th is  account:  C ain 's  " g r e e n  E a r ,

and . . . y e l l o w  Sheaf ,  U ncul l 'd";  the ju d g m e n t  that  C a in 's  o f f e r in g  

"was  not s i n c e r e " ;  A b e l ' s  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  "The Inw ard s"  a s  w e l l  a s  

"thir  F a t ,  w ith  I n c e n s e  s t r e w 'd " ;  "the c l e f t  Wood"; and the "due R i t e s  

p e r f o r m ' d " ?  Did  h e  s e l e c t  t h e s e  b u t c h e r - s t a l l  d e t a i l s  f r o m  h is  own  

o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  the w a y s  o f  r e a l  m en?  And i s  it r e a l l y  h i s  " ta s te  and  

f e e l in g "  that m u s t  be  b ro u g h t  to  task?

W o r d s w o r t h  o b v i o u s l y  did not a s k  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  n o r  did  it 

s e e m  to  o c c u r  to  h i m  to s e e k  an e x p la n a t io n  in the B i b l e .  He w a s  m o s t  

c e r t a i n l y  a w a r e  o f  M i l t o n ' s  p r o d i g i o u s  B i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  and he  

cou ld  h a v e  s o l v e d  the  r id d le  by the m o s t  r u d i m e n t a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

had h e  o n ly  a s s u m e d  that  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  S c r i p t u r a l  a u th o r i ty  

fo r  what  s e e m e d  to be M i l to n ' s  in v e n t io n s  - - a s  in  fa c t  t h e r e  i s .  F o r  

M il to n  d r a w s  on M o s a i c  L a w  for  h i s  e x p la n a t io n  of the L o r d ' s  a tt i tude  

to w a r d s  C a in 's  o f f e r in g  and f o r  the d e t a i l s  o f  A b e l ' s  s a c r i f i c e  a s  w e l l .

A c c o r d i n g  to  L e v i t i c u s ,  2:1 and 2 : 1 4 - 1 5 ,  Cain  w a s  v e r y  

n e g l i g e n t  in  h i s  o f f er in g  and c a r e l e s s  of  the  r i t e s  to be  p e r f o r m e d  in  

c o n n e c t io n  w ith  that o f f e r in g .  Cain  s h o u ld  h a v e  o f f e r e d  "f ine f lo u r ,  11 

p o u r e d  " o i l  upon it ,  and put f r a n k i n c e n s e  th ereon " ;  or  i f  the  o f f e r in g  

w e r e  of " f i r s t  f ru i t s"  th en  it  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  " g r e e n  e a r s  of c o r n  

d r i e d  by the  f i r e ,  e v e n  c o r n  b e a t e n  out  of fu l l  e a r s " ;  and he  s h o u l d  

h a v e  "put o i l  upon it ,  and la y  f r a n k i n c e n s e  t h e r e o n . "  The  "Law of  

P e a c e  O f f e r i n g s ,  " w h ic h  d e a l s  w ith  the s a c r i f i c e  o f  a n i m a l s  , i s  e v e n  

m o r e  s p e c i f i c  and d e t a i l e d ,  r e p e a t in g  the i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h r e e  t i m e s  to  

g u a r a n t e e  that no i t e m  of the  r i tua l  i s  o v e r l o o k e d  w h e t h e r  the o f f e r in g
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i s  of c a t t l e ,  s h e e p ,  o r  g o a t s .  We ca n  judge  of the " t a s t e  and f e e l in g "

that M i l to n  has  e x e r c i s e d ,  and the d e g r e e  to  w h ic h  he  h a s  "puri f ied"

the  l a n g u a g e  " f r o m  a l l  l a s t i n g  and ra t io n a l  c a u s e s  of d i s l i k e  or

d i s g u s t ,  " by m e r e l y  quoting  one s e t  o f  the in s t r u c t i o n s :

And he  s h a l l  la y  h is  hand upon the h e a d  o f  h i s  o f f e r in g ,  
and k i l l  it  at the d o o r  of  the t a b e r n a c l e  o f  the  c o n g r eg a t io n :  
and A a r o n ' s  s o n s  the p r i e s t s  s h a l l  s p r i n k l e  the b lo o d  upon  
the  a l ta r  round about.  And he s h a l l  o f f e r  o f  the s a c r i f i c e  
of  the p e a c e  o f f e r in g  an o f f e r in g  m a d e  by f i r e  unto the  
L ord ;  the fat  that c o v e r e t h  the i n w a r d s ,  and a l l  the fat  
that i s  upon the i n w a r d s ,  And the two k i d n e y s ,  and the  
fat that i s  on  t h e m ,  w h ic h  i s  by the  f la n k s ,  and the caul  
a b o v e  the l i v e r ,  w ith  the k i d n e y s ,  it s h a l l  he  take  away.
And A a r o n ' s  s o n s  s h a l l  burn  it on the a l t a r  upon the  
burnt  s a c r i f i c e ,  w h ic h  i s  upon the w ood  that i s  on the
f ire :  it is  an  o f f e r in g  m a d e  by  f i r e ,  of  a s w e e t  s a v o r
unto the L o rd .

( L e v i t i c u s ,  3 : 2 - 5 )

It is  im p o r t a n t  a l s o  to note  that  t h e s e  b u t c h e r - s t a l l  d e t a i l s  as  to the  

p r o p e r  m e t h o d  of s l a u g h t e r ,  the sp r in k l in g  o f  b lo o d  around  the  a l t a r ,  

and the s e l e c t i o n  of t h o s e  p a r t s  of  the in w a r d s  and t h e i r  su r r o u n d in g  

fat that  a r e  to be  o f f e r e d  in s a c r i f i c e ,  a r e  not the t e r m s  s e l e c t e d  by  

the  h u m b le  and r u s t i c  m e n  to  w h o m  the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  d i r e c t e d ,  but  

the  w o r d s  of God as  d i r e c t l y  s p o k e n  to  M o s e s .

It w a s  e s s e n t i a l  to M i l to n ' s  p u r p o s e  that  he  in c lu d e  a m o d i c u m  

of t h e s e  d e t a i l s  a s  a k ind of  g l o s s  on G o d ' s  a t t i tud e  t o w a r d s  C a in 's  

o f f e r in g ,  w h ic h  G e n e s i s  d o e s  not e x p la in .  In M i l t o n ' s  a c c o u n t ,  A b e l  

o b v i o u s l y  k n ow s  the p r e s c r i b e d  m e th o d  fo r  m a k in g  an o f f er in g  to  

God;  ̂^  Cain , a s  the e l d e r  o f  the two,  m u s t  o b v i o u s l y  h a v e  kn ow n it 

a s  w e l l ,  and i f  he n e g l e c t e d  to p e r f o r m  the r i t e s ,  h i s  o f f e r  m u s t  h a v e  

b e e n  i n s i n c e r e l y  m a d e .  T h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a s i d e ,  it  i s  q u e s t io n a b le  

w h e t h e r  M i l to n  would  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  the d i c t i o n  in e l e g a n t  s i n c e  it is  

r e c o r d e d  a s  the w o r d  of  God. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  had M i l to n  r e g a r d e d  the
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la n g u a g e  of the King J a m e s  B ib le  a s  i n f e l i c i t o u s ,  i n a c c u r a t e ,  or

u n n e c e s s a r i l y  c r u d e ,  he  w a s  th o ro u g h ly  c a p a b le  o f  t r a n s l a t i n g

d i r e c t l y  f r o m  the H e b r e w ,  a s  he  did on  o c c a s i o n  w hen  h is  s e n s e  of  a

112p a s s a g e  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  the King J a m e s  t r a n s l a t i o n .

If W o r d s w o r t h  o f ten  r e s o r t e d  to the  a u t h o r i ty  o f  M i l to n  to

d efen d  h i s  c h o i c e  of p o e t i c  d ic t io n ,  M i l to n  ju s t  a s  o f ten  tu rn ed  to  the

a u th o r i ty  o f  the S c r i p t u r e s  to  j u s t i f y  s o m e  of  the ru d er  e x p r e s s i o n s

113that o c c u r  in h i s  p r o s e .  F r o m  h i s  r ea d in g  o f  M i l t o n ' s  p o l i t i c a l

and r e l i g i o u s  t r a c t s ,  W o r d s w o r t h  shou ld  h a v e  known th is ;  and th is

k n o w le d g e ,  in turn,  sh o u ld  h a v e  d e t e r r e d  a too  h a s t y  and in j u d ic io u s

a s s u m p t i o n  that  bad t a s t e ,  r a t h e r  than B i b l i c a l  a u th or i ty ,  w as

r e s p o n s i b l e  for  the a l l e g e d  i n d e l i c a c y  of  M i l to n ' s  c h o ic e  o f  p o e t i c

d ic t io n .  When W o r d s w o r t h  r e m a r k e d  that he "cou ld  po in t  to . . . t w i c e

f iv e  hundred" p a s s a g e s  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  "to w h ic h  ad d i t io n a l  l a b o u r

w ould  have  b e e n  s e r v i c e a b l e ,  " he  a l s o  added  that he  did not " r e g r e t

the a b s e n c e  o f  su ch  la b o u r ,  b e c a u s e  no  p o e m  c o n ta in s  m o r e  p r o o f s

114of  s k i l l  a c q u i r e d  by p r a c t i c e .  " Had he  c h e c k e d  h i s  B ib le  for  the

d e t a i l s  o f  A b e l ' s  s a c r i f i c e ,  W o r d s w o r t h  would  h a v e  b e e n  i m p r e s s e d  by

the s k i l l  and d i s c r e t i o n  with  w h ich  M i l ton  a c c o m m o d a t e d  B i b l i c a l

la n g u a g e  to m o d e r n  t a s t e  and s e n s i b i l i t y .

G e r m a n e  to W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o m m e n t  on M i l to n ' s  i n e l e g a n t

la n g u a g e ,  i s  a n o th e r  l in e  that he  m a r k s ,  in th i s  c a s e  w ithout  c o m m e n t :

Now M o r n  her  r o s y  s t e p s  in th' E a s t e r n  C l im e  
A d v a n c in g ,  s o w ' d  the E a r t h  w i th  O r ie n t  P e a r l ,
W hen A d a m  w ak'd ,  s o  c u s t o m ' d ,  for  h i s  s l e e p  
Was A e r y  l ig h t ,  f r o m  p u re  d i g e s t i o n  b r e d ,  x
And t e m p e r a t e  v a p o r s  b land,  w h ic h  th' o n ly  sound  
Of l e a v e s  and fum ing  r i l l s ,  A u r o r a 1 s fan,
L ig h t ly  d i s p e r s ' d ,  and the s h r i l l  M at in  Song  
Of B i r d s  on e v e r y  bough . . . .

( P.  L.  , V.  1 -8 )
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That W o r d s w o r t h  s h o u ld  h a v e  fe l t ,  at the v e r y  l e a s t ,  a c e r t a i n

in c o n g r u i t y  in the c o n ju n c t io n  of  M o r n ' s  " r o s y  s t e p s ,  " " E a s t e r n

C l i m e , "  "O rient  P e a r l , "  "A u r o r a ' s  fan, " the "Matin Song Of B i r d s , "

and A d a m ' s  "pure  d i g e s t i o n , "  would ,  it s e e m s  to m e ,  be  far  m o r e

j u s t i f i e d  than h is  o b j e c t io n s  to the r i t e s  p e r f o r m e d  by  A b e l .  But  I

r a t h e r  s u s p e c t  that  th is  i s  not a m a r k  of  d i s a p p r o v a l ;  m o r e  l i k e l y ,  it

i s  a c i ta t io n  o f  M i l to n ' s  a u t h o r i ty  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  own d e f e n s e  - -a

r e j o i n d e r ,  p o s s i b l y ,  to C o l e r i d g e ' s  c r i t i c i s m ,  in the B io g r a p h ia

L i t e r a r i a , of h i s  p r o s a i s m s ,  C o le r id g e  l i s t s  "INCONSTANCY

of . . . s t y l e " as  "the f i r s t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  though on ly  o c c a s i o n a l

defec t"  that  he f inds  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e m s :

U n d er  th is  n a m e  I r e f e r  to the su d d en  and u n p r e p a r e d  
t r a n s i t i o n s  f r o m  l i n e s  o r  s e n t e n c e s  o f  p e c u l i a r  f e l i c i t y
(at a l l  e v e n t s  s t r ik in g  and o r ig in a l )  to  a s t y l e ,  not only
u n im p a s  s i o n e d  but u n d is t in g u is h e d .  He s in k s  too  o f ten  
and too  a b r u p t ly  to that s t y l e ,  w h ic h  I sh ou ld  p la c e  in the  
s e c o n d  d i v i s i o n  of l a n g u a g e  . . . that w h ic h  i s  only  p r o p e r  
in  p r o s  e . , . . 115

S in ce  C o le r id g e  s e e m s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to r e s e n t  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c i ta t io n  of

M i l to n ' s  e x a m p l e  a s  a u t h o r i ty  fo r  h i s  t h e o r y  ^ ^ t h a t  " th ere  n e i t h e r  i s  ,

no r  can  be ,  any  e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the l a n g u a g e  of  p r o s e  and

117m e t r i c a l  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  " W o r d s w o r t h  m a y  w e l l  have  m a r k e d  the  

p a s s a g e  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  on the a l i m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s  of A d a m ' s  "A ery"  

s l e e p  a s  c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e  o f  h i s  c o n te n t io n s  and a s  r e a s s u r a n c e  

r e g a r d in g  h i s  own p r a c t i c e .  He m a y  e v e n  have  co n c lu d e d  that 

M il to n ' s  m o m e n t a r y  sh i f t  in  tone  w a s  an in t en t io n a l  d e v i c e  for  

in t e n s i f y in g  by c o n t r a s t  the l y r i c a l  qua l i ty  o f  the p r e c e d i n g  and  

s u c c e e d i n g  l i n e s .  T h e  Hon. M r,  J u s t i c e  C o le r id g e  r e p o r t s  a c o n ­

v e r s a t i o n  w ith  W o r d s w o r t h  in the  s u m m e r  of  1836 that g i v e s  s u b s t a n c e  

to such  a supp os i t ion:
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He ta lk e d  of  M il ton ,  and o b s e r v e d  how he  s o m e t i m e s  
in d u lg e d  h i m s e l f ,  in  the ' P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,  1 in l i n e s  w h ich ,  
i f  not in t i m e ,  you  cou ld  h a r d ly  c a l l  v e r s e ,  i n s t a n c in g ,

"And T i r e s i a s  and P h i n e u s ,  p r o p h e t s  old;" 
and th en  n o t i c e d  the  s w e e t - f l o w i n g  l i n e s  w h ich  f o l lo w e d ,  
and w ith  r e g a r d  to w h ic h  he had no doubt the u n m u s i c a l  
l i n e  b e f o r e  had  b e e n  i n s e r t e d .  118

M o r e  im p o r t a n t  than i t s  s t y l i s t i c  c o n s  i d e r a t i o n s  , h o w e v e r ,

i s  the c o n c e p tu a l  i n t e r e s t  that t h i s  s e q u e n c e  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  m a y

p o s s i b l y  have  had for. W o r d s w o r th .  M i l to n  had a v e r y  de f in i te  p u r p o s e

fo r  i n s e r t i n g  th is  s t r a n g e  o b s e r v a t i o n  on the p h y s i o l o g y  of  A d a m ' s

s l e e p  in an o t h e r w i s e  l y r i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  dawning day  in  E den .

119It w i l l  l a t e r  s e r v e  to  e m p h a s i z e  the c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  the fa l l  to

A d a m  and E v e  and to nature:

Soon a s  the f o r c e  of  that f a l l a c i o u s  F r u i t ,
That  w ith  e x h i l a r a t i n g  v a p o r  b land  
About  th ir  s p i r i t s  h ad  p la y 'd ,  and i n m o s t  p o w e r s  
M ade e r r ,  w a s  now e x h a l 'd ,  and g r o s s e r  s l e e p  
B r e d  of  unkindly  f u m e s ,  w i th  c o n s c i o u s  d r e a m s  
E n c u m b e r ' d ,  now had l e f t  t h e m ,  up th ey  r o s e  
A s  f r o m  u n r e s t  . . . .

(P .  L. , IX. 1 0 4 6 - 1 0 5 2 )

M il ton  in ten d s  us  to u n d e r s t a n d  how f a l l a c i o u s  a r e  the o u t e r  

a t t r a c t io n s  of e v i l ,  and how foul i s  i t s  in n er  e s s e n c e ,  e v e n  to  be ing  

o b n o x io u s  to  the o l f a c t o r y  s e n s e .  He m e a n s  u s  to  f e e l  a p h y s i c a l  a s  

w e l l  a s  m o r a l  r e v u l s i o n  f r o m  the c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  the  " g r o s s e r  s l e e p  

B r e d  of  unkindly  f u m e s"  and the " s le ep "  that i s  " A e ry  l ight" b e c a u s e  

it i s  "bred" f r o m  " t e m p e r a t e  v a p o r s  bland. " F o r  th is  a l t e r a t i o n  f r o m  

" A ery"  l i g h t n e s s  to g r o s s  " u n res t"  i s  the o m in o u s  b e g in n in g  o f  a s e r i e s  

of  c h a n g e s  in p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  that  b e to k e n  the m o r e  c o n s e q u e n t ia l  

a l t e r a t i o n s  to c o m e :  the  e x c l u s  ion  o f  A d a m  and E v e  f r o m  E d e n ,  the  

death  of  t h e i r  f o r m e r  joy ,  and the rupture  of  t h e i r  happy c o m m u n io n
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w ith  the n a tu ra l  w o r ld  su r r o u n d in g  t h e m .  It i s  in d e e d  a s l e e p  of  

120death  fo r  w h ic h  W o r d s w o r t h  so u g h t  a s o l u t i o n  o th er  than  the  

C h r i s t ia n  one  o f f e r e d  by Mil ton:

by w o r d s
W hich  s p e a k  of  nothing  m o r e  than what  w e  a r e ,
W ould  I a r o u s e  the s e n s u a l  f r o m  t h e i r  s l e e p  
O f D eath ,  and w in  the v a c a n t  and the v a in  
T o  n o b le  r a p t u r e s  . . . .

(P r o s p e c t u s , 5 8 - 6 2 )

It i s  o f  m o r e  than c o r o l l a r y  i n t e r e s t  that the q u a l i ty  of  A d a m ' s  

s l e e p - - s o  p r o s a i c  a s y m b o l  of  b l i s s  and the fa l l  f r o m  b l i s s  - - s h o u ld  

p o s s i b l y  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  the s t r ik in g  m e t a p h o r  in w h ic h  W o r d s w o r t h  

e x p r e s s e s  the c e n t r a l  p u r p o s e  of h i s  l i f e ' s  w o r k ,  h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c  

s o n g .

In B o o k  X of  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , W o r d s w o r t h  m a r k s  w ithout

c o m m e n t  a l i n e  that h e  m a y  w e l l  h a v e  in v o k ed  a s  an a u t h o r i t a t iv e

a n s w e r  to  C o l e r i d g e ' s  c r i t i c i s m  that h e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  e m p l o y e d

121"thoughts  and i m a g e s  too g r e a t  for  the s u b j e c t .  " M i l ton  i s ,  in

fac t ,  o f f er in g  an a p o lo g y  for  u s in g  a f ig u r e  too s m a l l  fo r  the s u b j e c t ,  

but f r o m  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  po in t  o f  v i e w  the e q u a t io n  of g r e a t  and s m a l l  

m ig h t  w e l l  be j u s t i f i e d  in i n v e r s e  ra t io  a s  w e l l .  The  o c c a s i o n  i s  the  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  by S in a n d  D eath ,  of a b r id g e  b e t w e e n  H e l l  and E a rth .  

Im p a t ien t  of  the d o m in io n  on E a r t h  that  Sa tan  had p r o m i s e d  t h e m ,  th e y  

f o l l o w  h i s  path th ro u g h  C h a o s ,  bu i ld ing  a b r id g e  in  the p r o c e s s .  T h e y  

hope t h e r e b y  to  s p e e d  S a ta n 's  t r iu m p h a n t  r e t u r n  to  H e l l  and to e a s e  

the r e g u l a r  " i n t e r c o u r s e "  b e t w e e n  the two r e g i o n s  that ca n  be  e x p e c t e d  

f r o m  the s u c c e s s  o f  S a ta n 's  m i s s i o n  (X. 2 5 2 - 2 6 1 ) .  M i l to n  e m p l o y s  a 

s e r i e s  of  i m a g e s  o f  g r e a t  m a g n i tu d e  and p o w e r  to d e s c r i b e  the bu i ld in g  

of th i s  b r id g e  (X. 2 8 2 - 3 0 5 ) .  R e c o g n i z i n g  that s u c h  an a g g r e g a t i o n  of
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s u p e r h u m a n  e x p l o i t s  m ig h t  be  to o  o v e r w h e l m i n g  for  c o n ta in m e n t  and  

c o m p r e h e n s i o n  by the  h u m a n  i m a g i n a t i o n  and that h i s  e f f o r t s  at 

m e t a p h o r i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  m ig h t  t h e r e f o r e  fa i l  of  t h e i r  p u rp ose ,  he  c o n ­

c l u d e s  h i s  a c co u n t  w ith  a c o m p a r i s o n  that i s  s o  m in u te  by c o m p a r i s  on 

w ith  h i s  p r e v i o u s  s i m i l e s ,  that it  i s  a n t i c l i m a c t i c .  M i l ton ,  

a n t i c ip a t in g  the c r i t i c i s m  that  s u c h  a p r a c t i c e  m ig h t  w e l l  e l i c i t ,  c a l l s  

a t t en t io n  to what  he has  done s o  that w e  m a y  u n d e r s t a n d  that it  i s  

in ten t iona l :

D e e p  to the R o o ts  o f  H e l l  the  g a t h e r 'd  b e a c h  
T h e y  f a s t e n ' d  . . . .

. . .  a B r i d g e  
Of l e n g t h  p r o d i g i o u s  jo in in g  to the W all  
I m m o v e a b l e  of t h i s  now f e n c e l e s s  W orld  
F o r f e i t  to D eath;  f r o m  h e n c e  a p a s s a g e  b road ,
S m o o th ,  e a s y ,  i n o f f e n s i v e  down to  H e l l ,  

x So, if  g r e a t  th in g s  to  s m a l l  m a y  be  c o m p a r 'd ,
X e r x e s ,  the L i b e r t y  of G r e e c e  to y o k e ,

. . . o v e r  H e l l e s p o n t  
B r i d g in g  h i s  w a y ,  E u r o p e  w ith  A s i a  join'd,
And s c o u r g ' d  w ith  m a n y  a s t r o k e  th' ind ignant  w a v e s .

(P .  L . , X. 2 9 9 - 3 1 1 )

It i s  M i l to n ' s  e x p l a n a t o r y  i n t e r j e c t i o n  that W o r d s w o r t h  

m a r k s  for  n ot ice :  "if  g r e a t  th in g s  to s m a l l  m a y  be  c o m p a r 'd .  " And

in h is  m e n t a l  a r g u m e n t  w ith  C o l e r i d g e ' s  c r i t i c i s m ,  he  m a y  w e l l  h a v e  

d e c la r e d :  "Why not s m a l l  w ith  g r e a t ? "  T h i s  l in e  m a y  h a v e  p r o v id e d

a d d i t io n a l  s u p p o r t  to  h i s  c o n te n t io n  that p r o s a i c  m a t t e r  and l a n g u a g e  

c a n  m i x  w ith  po ; try  "of the  m o s t  e l e v a t e d  c h a r a c t e r "  and that su c h  

c o m b i n a t i o n s  in h i s  ow n p o e t r y  did not c o n s t i t u t e ,  a s  C o l e r i d g e  

c l a i m e d ,  an  "INCONSTANCY of  . . . s t y l e .  "
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W o r d s w o r t h ' s  e a r l i e s t  u s e  of the M i l to n ic  e x p la n a t io n  o c c u r s

122in the P r o s p e c t u s  to h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c  son g .  A f te r  e x p la in in g  that

"the m a i n  r e g io n  of h i s  song" i s  m o r e  a w e s o m e  than anything that 

H e a v e n ,  H e l l ,  or  C haos  c a n  p r o d u c e ,  W o r d s w o r th  p r e p a r e s , a s  

M ilton  d o e s ,  fo r  the in t r o d u c t io n  of  l o w l i e r  m a t ter :

And i f  with  t h i s  
I m i x  m o r e  l o w l y  m a t t e r ;  w ith  the  th ing  
C o n te m p la te d ,  d e s c r i b e  the Mind and Man  
C o n tem p la t in g ;  and who,  and what  he  w a s - -  
T he  t r a n s i t o r y  B e in g  that b e h e ld  
T h is  V is io n ;  w h e n  and w h e r e ,  and how  he l i v e d ;  - -  
B e  not th i s  la b o u r  u s e l e s s .  If s u c h  t h e m e  
May s o r t  w ith  h i g h e s t  o b j e c t s  . . . .

(11. 9 3 - 1 0 0 )

The  a n a lo g y  b e t w e e n  M i l to n ' s  a p p ea l  to the r e a d e r ' s  i n d u l g e n c e i f  

g r e a t  th in g s  to s m a l l  m a y  be  c o m p a r 'd "  - -an d  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  tw ofo ld  

e n t r e a t y - i f  w i th  th i s  I m i x  m o r e  l o w l y  m a t ter " ;  "If s u c h  t h e m e  M ay  

s o r t  w i th  h i g h e s t  o b jec t s"  - - s e e m s  too  c l o s e  to be u n c o n s c i o u s .

S o m e  tw en ty  y e a r s  l a t e r  ( 1 8 1 9 - 2 0 ) ,  W o r d s w o r t h  bu i ld s  an 

e n t i r e  s o n n e t  around  th is  c o m b in a t io n  of s m a l l  and g r e a t ,  in v e r t in g  

M il t o n ' s  r a t io  of g r e a t  to s m a l l .  J u s t  a s  M i l to n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  e m p l o y s  

an  i m a g e  too  s m a l l  for  h i s  s u b j e c t ,  W o r d s w o r t h  a s  p u r p o s e f u l l y  u s e s  

an i m a g e  too  g r e a t ,  equat ing  " fr a i l  s n o w - d r o p s "  w ith  an " E m a th ia n  

phalanx" and a "br igh t  i m m o r t a l  T h e b a n  band. " I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough,  

W o r d s w o r t h  puts  h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  of unequal  p o w e r s  to a u x i l i a r y  

s e r v i c e ,  a s  M i l to n  did, to  i n t e r j e c t  the  a d d i t io n a l  id e a  o f  a s t r u g g l e  

b e t w e e n  f r e e d o m  and tyrann y;  and s u r e l y  it i s  no a c c i d e n t  that  the  

o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  s t r u g g l e - - i n  M i l to n  and in  W o r d s w o r th  - - i s  the l i b e r t y  of  

G r e e c e :
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When haughty  e x p e c t a t i o n s  p r o s t r a t e  l i e ,
And g r a n d e u r  c r o u c h e s  l ik e  a g u i l ty  th ing,
Oft s h a l l  the l o w l y  w eak ,  t i l l  n a tu r e  br ing  
M a ture  r e l e a s e ,  in  fa i r  s o c i e t y  
S u r v i v e ,  and F o r t u n e ' s  u t m o s t  a n g e r  try;
L ik e  t h e s e  f r a i l  s n o w - d r o p s  that  t o g e t h e r  c l in g ,
And nod t h e ir  h e l m e t s ,  s m i t t e n  by  the  wing  
Of m a n y  a fu r io u s  w h i r l - b l a s t  s w e e p i n g  by.
O b s e r v e  the fa ithfu l f l o w e r s !  if  s m a l l  to g r e a t  
M ay l e a d  the th oughts ,  thus  s t r u g g l in g  u s e d  to s tand  
T he E m a t h i a n  ph a lanx ,  n ob ly  o b s t in a te ;
And s o  the b r ig h t  i m m o r t a l  T h e b a n  band,
W hom  o n s e t ,  f i e r c e l y  u r g e d  at J o v e ' s  c o m m a n d ,
Might o v e r w h e l m ,  but cou ld  not s e p a r a t e !  123

A f t e r  an i n t e r v a l  o f  a n o t h e r  n in e t e e n  y e a r s ,  W o r d s w o r t h

m a k e s  e x p l i c i t  the c o n ju n c t io n  in  h is  m in d  of " g r e a t  and s m a l l ,  "

M il ton ,  and C o le r id g e .  In a l e t t e r  to S ir  R o b e r t  P e e l ,  M ay 3, 1838,

W o r d s w o r th  i s  arg u in g  for  " len g th en in g  the t e r m  of c o p y r i g h t ."  He

e x p la in s  that a l though h is  p o e m s  and C o l e r i d g e ' s  h a v e  b e e n  in d e m a n d

f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  until  l a t e l y  the p r o f i t s  to the p u b l i s h e r  w e r e  s m a l l ,

"and the r e s i d u e  to the author  a l m o s t  i n s ig n i f i c a n t .  " A r g u in g  that it

ta k e s  m a n y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  s u c h  w r i t i n g s  b e c o m e  p r o f i t a b le  to the author

o r  h i s  f a m i l y  and that u n d er  e x i s t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e s e  b e n e f i t s

w ould  c e a s e  ju s t  at the poin t  w h en  th ey  w e r e  of  s o m e  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  he

" a s c e n d s "  f r o m  " s m a l l"  to " g rea t"  by c i t ing  the e x a m p l e  o f  Mil ton:

I have  g a in e d  m u ch  m o r e  f r o m  m y  lo n g - p u b l i s h e d  w r i t i n g s  
w ith in  the l a s t  f ive  o r  s i x  y e a r s  than in the th ir t y  p r e c e d i n g ,  
and the c o p y r ig h t  of m u c h  the g r e a t e s t  p o r t io n  of t h e m  w ou ld  
die  w ith  m e ,  or  w ith in  the  s p a c e  of  four  y e a r s .  And i f  f r o m  
s m a l l  th ings  w e  m a y  a s c e n d  to  g r e a t ,  how s l o w l y  did the  
p o e t r y  of  M i l ton  m a k e  i t s  w a y  to  p u bl ic  favou r  . . . .  124

It s e e m s  u n l ik e ly  that W o r d s w o r th  cou ld  p o n d er  the p r o p r i e t y  of

c o m b in in g  s m a l l  w ith  g r e a t ,  w h e t h e r  it  w a s  a q u e s t io n  of s t y l e ,  or

su b j ec t ,  or  h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  with C o l e r i d g e ,  w ithout

th inking of  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of M i l t o n ' s  d e l i b e r a t e  coupl ing  of t h e s e
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i n e q u a l i t i e s .  F o r  a p e r i o d  o f  fo r t y  y e a r s - - f r o m  the e a r l i e s t  t e x t  of
1 p  c  i  T Z

the P r o s p e c t u s  (1798) ,  to the s o n n e t  o f  1819,  to the l e t t e r  of  

1 8 3 8 - - i t  p r o v id e d  W o r d s w o r t h  w ith  a c o n f i r m in g  a u t h o r i ty  for  h i s  own  

p r a c t i c e s .  And, s l i g h t  a s  th i s  m a t e r i a l  i s ,  it  f u r n i s h e s  a d d i t io n a l  

t e s t i m o n y  r e g a r d in g  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  a d h e r e n c e  to c e r t a i n  

i d e a s  and p r i n c i p l e s  th rou gh ou t  h i s  c r e a t i v e  l i f e .
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and of  the w a y  in w h ic h  A d a m ' s  m o u n t in g  jo y  p a r a l l e l s  h i s  g r o w in g  
u n d e rs ta n d in g .

^ The P o e m s  of  G r a y  and C o l l i n s , ed.  A u s t in  L a n e  P o o l e ,
4th ed. r ev .  {Oxford Univ .  P r e s s ,  L on don  and N e w  Y ork ,  1948).

^ W i l l i a m  B l a k e ' s  D e s i g n s  fo r  G r a y ' s  P o e m s , R e p r o d u c e d  
F u l l s i z e  in M o n o c h r o m e  or  C o lo u r  f r o m  the  U nique  Copy B e l o n g in g  
to H is  G r a c e  the  Duke of H a m i l to n ,  in trod .  H. J.  C. G r i e r s o n  
(O x fo r d  Univ .  P r e s s ,  London,  1922),  p. 18.

52 A C o n c o r d a n c e  to the E n g l i s h  P o e m s  o f  T h o m a s  G r a y , ed.  
f o r  the  C o n c o r d a n c e  S o c i e t y ,  A l b e r t  S. Cook ( B o s t o n  and N e w  Y o rk ,
1908),  p. 16.

53 G r i e r s o n  a s s i g n s  a p r o b a b le  date  o f  1800 to  the  d r a w in g s ,  
"Introdu ct ion ,  " W i l l i a m  B l a k e ' s  D e s i g n s  fo r  G r a y ' s  P o e m s , 
pp. 5, 1 6 - 1 7 ,  18.

~^Ibid. , P l a t e  No.  6, p. 98 ( v e r s e  text) ;  P l a t e  No. 10, p. 102.

55I b i d . , p. 18.

56 L e t t e r  to B e r n a r d  B a r t o n ,  M ay  15, 1824,  T h e  W o r k s  of  
C h a r le s  and M a r y  L a m b , ed. E. V. L u c a s ,  VII: L e t t e r s  1 8 2 1 -T 8 3 4  
(London, 1905)” 642.

57 The  In f lu en ce  of  M i l ton  on E n g l i s h  P o e t r y  (New York,  1961;  
o r ig .  pub. 1922),  p. 458 .

cq
L e t t e r  to  H e n r y  T a y l o r ,  D e c .  26,  1823, L Y , I, 131; s e e  

p p . 9 - 1 0  a b o v e .

59 2T h is  e m e n d a t io n  m a d e  in  the A t e x t  (1806)  r e m a i n s  th rou gh
the C t e x t  (1819);  s e e  app. c r i t .  , P r e l . , p. 309; for  dat ing  of t e x t s  
s e e  " In tro d u ct io n ,"  pp. x x i - x x i i .

^ P r e l .  , p. 309 , app. c r i t .  D te x t ;  s e e  p. x x i i i .

6 l Ibid.
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In the  1850 e d i t io n  of T he  P r e l u d e , the f in a l  l in e ,

" D e s c e n d i n g  s l o w  w ith  s o m e t h i n g  h e a v e n l y  f r a u g h t ,"  i s  foo tnoted  
w ith  the r e m a r k  that  th i s  c o m e s  f r o m  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  , XI. 204.
T h is  add s  c o n f u s i o n  to m y s t e r y  s i n c e  P .  L . , XI. 204 r ea d s :
" D a r k n e s s  e r e  D a y ' s  m i d - c o u r s e ,  and M o rn in g  L i g h t . "  In h is  
c o m m e n t s  on th is  nota t ion ,  de  S e l i n c o u r t  c a l l s  a t t en t io n  to the fa c t  
that W o r d s w o r t h  h a s  quoted  m o r e  than  one  l i n e ,  and he g i v e s  the  
e n t i r e  p a s s a g e ,  P .  L . , XI. 2 0 3 - 2 0 7 ,  ending w i th  "And s l o w  d e s c e n d s " ;  
s e e  P r e l . , p. 584.  In m y  c o m p a r i s o n  of M i l t o n ' s  l i n e s  and  
W o r d s w o r t h ' s ,  I f ind that the on ly  tw o  l i n e s  quoted  v e r b a t i m  a r e  
XI. 204 quoted  a b o v e  and XI. 206: " O 'er  the  b lue  F i r m a m e n t  a 
rad iant  w hite";  the  o t h e r s  a r e  a c l o s e  p a r a p h r a s e .  If the  r e a s o n i n g  
b eh in d  the s t r a n g e  a b s e n c e  of q u o ta t io n  m a r k s  and the  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  
of  the s i n g l e  l i n e  r e s t s  on the  fa c t  that t h r e e  o f  the  con c lu d in g  l i n e s  in  
th i s  p a s s a g e  a r e  a p a r a p h r a s e  of  M i l to n ' s  l i n e s ,  t h e r e  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  
the  p u z z l e  of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  f a i l u r e  to  a c k n o w le d g e  XI. 206.

^ T h e s e  l i n e s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  in B o o k  VIII (1805: 8 3 9 - 8 4 2 ) ;  
t h ey  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to B o o k  VII in the t e x t  (1839  or  a f ter ) ;  
s e e  P r e l . , app. c r i t .  pp. 254 ,  311, and p. xx iv ;  a l s o  R a y m o n d  
D e x t e r  H a v e n s ,  T h e  Mind of A P o e t  ( B a l t i m o r e ,  1941) ,  p. 446 .

64 S in c e  t h e s e  l i n e s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  the L ondon  
r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  B ook  VIII. 8 0 1 - 8 4 2  ff. (1805  t e x t ) ,  th ey  can  be  
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  one  l in e  of  thought  and one m e ta p h o r ;  s e e  The  Mind of  
A P o e t , p. 446  on the r e p e t i t i o n s  that r e s u l t e d  f r o m  the n u m e r o u s  
r e v i s i o n s  that W o r d s w o r t h  m a d e  in  B o o k s  VII and VIII o f  The  P r e l u d e  
b e t w e e n  1805 and 1839.

65S e e  T h e  Mind of A P o e t , p. 477 .

^ ^ C h r is t o p h e r  W o r d s w o r th ,  M e m o i r s  o f  W i l l i a m  W o r d s w o r t h  
(London, 1851) ,  II, 472 .

£> 7 T h i s  m a r g i n a l  n o ta t io n  i s  d i s c u s s e d  m o r e  fu l ly  in  Chapter  III, 
p p . 1 3 9 - 1 4 2 .

^ P r e l . , p. 395 app. c r i t .

69 S e e  d i s c u s s i o n  of R o b e s p i e r r e  p a s s a g e ,  pp. 2 5 - 2 7  a b o v e .

70P W , I, 62.

71 de S e l i n c o u r t ' s  n o te ,  PW, I, 324 i n d i c a t e s  that W o r d s w o r th  
m a d e  im p o r t a n t  c h a n g e s  in  D e s c r i p t i v e  S k e t c h e s  in 1820 and a g a in  in  
1836,  but d o e s  not in d ic a te  w h e n  W o r d s w o r t h  e l i m i n a t e d  t h i s  foo tnote
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72 11 R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  W o r d s w o r t h , "  T h e  P r o s e  W o r k s  of  
W i l l i a m  W o r d s w o r t h  , ed.  A l e x a n d e r  B. G r o s a r t  (London,  1§76),  
i n ,  486.

7 ^I. F .  note  to  An E v e n in g  Walk  , P W , I, 319.

7 4 P W , I I ,  390.

75 A s  r e c o r d e d  in A C o n c o r d a n c e  to  the  P o e m s  of  W i l l i a m  
W o r d s w o r t h ,  ed.  for  the  C o n c o r d a n c e  S o c ie t y ,  L a n e  C ooper  (London,  
1911).

7 ^See  fo o tn o te  to 1793 ed i t io n ,  P W , I, 24  and I. F .  note  on the  
s a m e  p a s s a g e  (1793 text:  1 9 1 - 2 1 8 ) ,  p.  319.

77 A u b r e y  de V e r e ,  " R e c o l l e c t i o n s  of  W o r d s w o r t h , "  The  P r o s e  
W ork s  of W i l l i a m  W o r d s w o r t h , i n ,  4 9 3 ,  c o m m e n t s  that "It w a s  to  
N a tu r e  a s  f i r s t  c r e a t e d ,  not  to  N a tu r e  as  c o r r u p t e d  by  'd i sn a tu r ed '  
p a s s i o n s ,  that h i s  son g  had a t t r ib u te d  s u c h  h igh  and h e a l i n g  p o w e r s .  "

78
S e e  app. c r i t .  , P W , I, 2 2 - 2 3 .

79P W , I, 320.

80 Cf. P r e l .  , V. 2 4 6 - 2 5 6 ;  s a m e  te x t  and l i n e  n u m b e r s  1805
and 1850:

B e h o l d  the p a r e n t  hen  a m i d  h e r  b rood ,
T hough  f l e d g e d  and f e a t h e r e d ,  and w e l l  p l e a s e d  to  p a r t  
And s t r a g g l e  f r o m  h e r  p r e s e n c e ,  s t i l l  a b rood ,
And s h e  h e r s e l f  f r o m  the m a t e r n a l  bond  
S t i l l  u n d i s c h a r g e d ;  y e t  doth sh e  l i t t l e  m o r e  
T h an  m o v e  with  t h e m  in t e n d e r n e s s  and l o v e ,
A c e n t r e  to the  c i r c l e  w h ich  t h ey  m ake;
And now and then, a l ik e  f r o m  n e e d  of t h e i r s  
And c a l l  o f  h e r  ow n n a tu r a l  a p p e t i t e s ,
She s c r a t c h e s ,  r a n s a c k s  up the e a r t h  fo r  food,
W hich th ey  p a r ta k e  at p l e a s u r e .

" F l e d g e d  and f e a th er ed "  d e r i v e  f r o m  M i l t o n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  
b ir th  and g r o w th  of  the f i r s t  b i r d s  that p r e c e d e s  the d e s c r i p t i o n  of  
the  swan:  the " c a l lo w  young . . . f e a t h e r ' d  s o o n  and f l e d g e  . . . s u m m ' d
th ir  P e n s  . . . s o a r i n g  th' a i r  s u b l i m e "  (P .  L .  , VII. 4 2 0 - 4 2 1 ) .
A lth ough  de S e l i n c o u r t  t a k e s  no n o te  o f  t h i s  p a r a l l e l ,  R a y m o n d  D e x t e r  
H a v e n s  d o e s ;  s e e  T h e  In f lu en ce  Of M i l to n  On E n g l i s h  P o e t r y , p. 610 .
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8 1 PW , I, 24.

82B io g r a p h i a  L i t e r a r i a , II, 1 0 1 - 1 0 3 .

Q 3
S e e  H u g h e s ' s  note ,  p. 357.

84 S e e  H u g h e s ' s  note ,  p. 356.

8 5T h e s e  l i n e s  e v i d e n t l y  m a d e  a d eep  i m p r e s s i o n  on 
W o r d s w o r t h ,  for  he  u s e s  t h e m  a g a in  in T h e  E x c u r s i o n ,  IV. 4 5 6 - 4 6 1 :

the s e d e n t a r y  fow l  
That s e e k  yon  p o o l ,  and t h e r e  p r o lo n g  t h e i r  s ta y  
In s i l e n t  c o n g r e s s ;  o r  t o g e t h e r  r o u s e d  
T a k e  fl ight;  w h i le  w i th  t h e i r  c la n g  the a i r  r e s o u n d s .
And, o v e r  a l l ,  in  that e t h e r e a l  vau l t ,
Is  the m u te  c o m p a n y  of c h a n g e fu l  c lo u d s  . . . .

S e e  e d i t o r ' s  n o t e ,  PW , V, 4 2 6 ,  -and f. n. 80 a b o v e .

8 6S e e  H u g h e s ' s  n o te ,  p. 1 6 .

87
de S e l i n c o u r t  d a t e s  it 1 7 9 8 - 1 7 9 9 ;  s e e  P r e l . , p. x x v i .

88 de S e l i n c o u r t  c i t e s  th i s  i n d e b t e d n e s s ,  P r e l . , p. 517, but  
t a k e s  no no te  o f  the  p a r a l l e l s  to  the s w a n  p a s s a g e ,  P .  L . , VII. 4 3 7 - 4 4 2 .

89 W o r d s w o r t h  had p r e v i o u s l y  d i s r e g a r d e d  the t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
f e m i n i n e  g e n d e r  of b o a t s  in A n  E v e n in g  W alk  (1793 text:  3 1 9 - 3 2 0 ;  
d ro pp ed  a f t e r  1820): "The ta lk in g  boat  that  m o v e s  w i th  p e n s i v e
sound,  Or d r o p s  h i s  a n c h o r  down w ith  p lu n ge  profou nd  . . , . "

90 S e e  app. c r i t .  , P r e l . , p. 25 and " I n tr o d u c t io n ,"  p. x x i i i .

91 B io g r a p h ia  L i t e r a r i a , I I , 109.

92 S e e  I. F .  n o t e  and no te  to 1837  e d i t io n  for  fu r t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  
PW , II, 520.

93S e e  PW , I, 319; H, 520.

9^See  app. c r i t .  , P W , II, 2 7 2 - 2 7 3 .

93S e e  L e t t e r  to  W i l l i a m  R ow an  H a m i l to n ,  Nov .  22,  1831 ,  L Y ,
II, 586.



96 A f t e r  a s i m i l a r  i m p u l s e  to  i m p r o v e  upon a n o t h e r  M i l to n ic  
m e t a p h o r ,  in  th is  c a s e  r e la t in g  to Satan ,  W o r d s w o r t h  d e c i d e d  that  
M il to n ' s  i m a g e  w a s  b e t t e r  b e c a u s e  it w a s  " p e r m a n e n t "  and "not  
d epend en t  upon a c c id e n t .  " He r e c o r d s  the in c id e n t  in  a l e t t e r  to S ir  
G e o r g e  B e a u m o n t ,  Aug.  28,  1811,  M Y , II, 4 6 4 - 4 7 0 .  W o r d s w o r t h  
d e s c r i b e s  a "f ine  s ight"  that he  o b s e r v e d  "one e v e n in g ,  wa lk in g  
along a r i s i n g  g rou nd  about two m i l e s  d i s ta n t  f r o m  the s h o r e  [ n e a r  
B o o t l e  C u m b e r la n d ] .  It w a s  about the h o u r  o f  s u n s e t ,  and the s e a  
w a s  p e r f e c t l y  c a l m ,  and in a q u a r t e r  w h e r e  i t s  s u r f a c e  w a s  
in d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r o m  the w e s t e r n  sky ,  h a z y ,  and l u m in o u s  w ith  
the s e t t in g  Sun, a p p e a r e d  a ta l l  s l o o p - r i g g e d  v e s s e l ,  m a g n i f i e d  by the  
a t m o s p h e r e  through w h ich  it w a s  v i e w e d ,  and s e e m i n g  r a th e r  to hang  
in  the a i r  than  to f loat  upon the w a t e r s .  M i l to n  c o m p a r e s  the  
a p p e a r a n c e  of Satan  to a F l e e t  d e s c r i e d  f a r  o f f  at s ea ;  the v i s i o n a r y  
g r a n d e u r  and b ea u t i fu l  f o r m  of  th is  s i n g l e  v e s s e l ,  cou ld  w o r d s  have  
c o n v e y e d  to  the m in d  the p i c t u r e  w h ic h  N a tu r e  p r e s e n t e d  to  the  e y e ,  
would  h a v e  s u i t e d  h i s  p u r p o s e  a s  w e l l  a s  the l a r g e s t  c o m p a n y  of  
V e s s e l s  that e v e r  a s s o c i a t e d  t o g e t h e r  w ith  the h e lp  of  a t r a d e  wind,  
in the  w id e  O c ea n .  Y et  not e x a c t l y  s o ,  and for  th i s  r e a s o n ,  that th i s  
i m a g e  i s  a p e r m a n e n t  one ,  not d ep en d en t  upon a c c id e n t .  "
( I ta l i c s  W. ’s)

97S e e  f. n. 80 and p. 71 and f. n. 84 a b o v e .

98 T h is  p a s s a g e  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  s e p a r a t e l y  a s  the W a te r  F o w l  
in 1823; s e e  P W , II, 522, for  the M i l t o n ic  p a r a l l e l s .

99 The O. E. D. , in  def in ing  " g la n ce "  a s  "a su d d en  m o v e m e n t  
p ro d u c in g  a f l a s h  o r  g l e a m  o f  l ight;  a l s o ,  the f l a s h  or  g l e a m  i t s e l f ,  " 
q u o tes  th is  l in e  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  a s  an e x a m p l e  o f  the w o r d  in  th i s  
s e n s e .

^ ^ T h e  l i n e s  r e m a i n  the  s a m e  in the  1850 tex t ,  P r e l .  ,
IV. 3 1 1 - 3 1 4 .

^ ^ I n  L o v in g  and L i k i n g , a  p o e m  "By My S i s t e r "  p u b l i s h e d  in  
the 1835 e d i t i o n  of W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e m s ,  D o ro th y  W o r d s w o r th  
e x p r e s s e s  the s a m e  c o m b in a t io n  of  jo y o u s  m o v e m e n t  and s p a r k l in g  
l ig h t  in  the w o r d  "g lancing";  sh e  a d v i s e s  a ch i ld  to  take  the e x a m p l e  
of  the frog:

L e a r n i n g  f r o m  h i m  to find a r e a s o n  
F o r  a l igh t  h e a r t  in a dull  s e a s o n .
And you  m a y  l o v e  h i m  in the pool ,
That  i s  for  h i m  a hap py  s c h o o l ,
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In w hich  he  s w i m s  a s  taught  by  n a tu r e ,  
F i t  p a t t e r n  for  a h u m a n  c r e a t u r e ,  
G la n c in g  a m i d  the  w a t e r  b r igh t ,
And sen d in g  u p w ard  s p a r k l in g  l ig h t .

( 2 1 - 2 8 )

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  note  to the 1837 e d i t io n  a d v i s e s  that  a few  l i n e s  a r e  not  
D o r o t h y ' s ,  but p r e s u m a b l y  h i s ;  n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  de S e l i n c o u r t  in d ic a te  
w h ic h  l i n e s  th ey  a r e .  S e e  PW, II, 485 .

10 2 See  I. F .  N ote ,  P W , IV, 437.

1 03 P W , II, 392.

1 041 Ibid. , p. 387.

1Q5Ibid, , pp. 3 8 3 - 3 8 4 .

^ ^ Ibid. , pp. 3 9 0 - 3 9 1 .

107 S e e  B i o g r a p h i a  L i t e r a r i a , U, 2 8 - 4 5 .

108 , .  C1 I b i d . , I, 51.

109S e e ,  for  e x a m p l e ,  EY, p.  312; MY, I, 134; MY, II, 474;
T h e  A u to b io g r a p h y  of L e i g h  Hunt (N ew  Y ork ,  1850),  II, 40 ,  c i t e d  by  
M a r k h a m  L. P e a c o c k ,  T h e  C r i t i c a l  O p in io n s  of W i l l i a m  W o r d s w o r t h  
( B a l t i m o r e ,  1950) ,  p. 348.

* ^ S e e  R a y m o n d  D e x t e r  H a v e n s ,  T h e  In f lu en ce  of M i l ton  on 
E n g l i s h  P o e t r y , pp. 1 9 9 - 2 0 0 .

*Tt m a y  s e e m  that I a m  c h a r g in g  M i l to n  w i th  a g la r in g  
a n a c h r o n i s m .  F o r  how  cou ld  A d a m  or  h i s  s o n s  know anything  about  
M o s a i c  Law? But th is  s e e m s  to be  the u n d e r ly i n g  a s s u m p t i o n  in t h e s e  
l i n e s ,  and it  i s  c o n f i r m e d  by A d a m ' s  f i r s t  c o m m e n t  on the m u r d e r  o f  
Abel:  " s o m e  g r e a t  m i s c h i e f  hath b e f a l l ' n  T o  that m e e k  m an ,  who w e l l
had s a c r i f i c ' d "  (P .  L. , XI. 4 5 0 - 4 5 1 ) .  T h is  i s  not an in v e n t io n  of  
M il t o n ' s ,  h o w e v e r ,  but a m a t t e r  o f  C h r i s t ia n  tr a d i t io n .  Job E x p o un d ed  
b y  T h e o d o r e  B e z a ,  p a r t ly  in m a n n e r  of  a C o m m e n t a r y ,  p a r t ly  in  
m a n n e r  of a P a r a p h r a s e , F a i t h f u l ly  t r a n s l a t e d  out o f  L a t in e  into  
E n g l i s h ,  P r in t e d  by John L e g a t t ,  P r i n t e r  to the U n i v e r s i t i e  o f  
C a m b r id g e  (London, 1 5 8 9 ? ) ,  s ig .  B [ 8 ] ,  m a i n t a i n s  that "the d o c tr in e  
of  t r u e  g o d l in e s"  w a s  " n a t u r a l l i e  en gra f ted"  in  Adam : "It i s  t h e r e f o r e
m o s t  t r u e  that  A d a m  had n a t u r a l l i e  e n g r a f t e d  in h i m  f r o m  h i s  c r e a t i o n  
the p e r f i t  k n o w led g e  of  a l l  good and p r o f i t a b le  l e a r n i n g  . . . w h ich  
God had g i v e n  h im ,  to the t r u e  end, n a m e l y  to the g l o r i e  of  God h i s
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C r e a t o r .  . . .  I a m  t h e r e f o r e  of  op in ion ,  that the m o s t  a u n c ie n t  
P a t r i a r k e s ,  a s  th ey  l e a r n e d  the c r e a t i o n  of  the w o r ld  of  o u r  f i r s t  
p a r e n t s ,  s o  a l s o  that th ey  w e r e  m o s t  s k i l l f u l  in the t r u e  n a t u r a l l  
p h i l o s o p h i c  . . .  a s  a l s o  m o r e  p r i n c i p a l l i e  the  d o c t r in e  of  t r u e  
g o d l in e s" ;  i t a l i c s  B e z a ' s .  A c c o r d i n g  to  th is  l in e  o f  thought ,  M il ton  
cou ld  w e l l  a s s u m e  that  the p r o p e r  m e t h o d  of s a c r i f i c e ,  that h ad  l a t e r  
to  be  taught  to the I s r e a l i t e s  in  the f o r m  of L a w  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  M o s e s  
by God, w a s  p a r t  of  "the d o c t r in e  o f  t r u e  g o d l in e s"  that w a s  " n a t u r a l l i e  
e n gra f ted "  in  A d a m .  F o r  fu r t h e r  in f o r m a t i o n  on M i l t o n ' s  r ea d in g  of  
B e z a  and the  p o s s i b l e  in f lu e n c e  of  Job E x p o un d ed  on h i s  th inking ,  s e e  
m y  a r t i c l e ,  " B e z a  and Milton: N e w  L ig h t  on the  T e m p t a t i o n  of  
L e a r n i n g , "  B u l l e t i n  of the N e w  Y o r k  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  L X V I (Oct.  1962) ,  
4 8 5 - 4 9 8 .

112 S e e  H a r r i s  F .  F l e t c h e r ,  M i l t o n ' s  R a b b in ic a l  R e a d in g s  
(U rbana ,  I I I . ,  1930),  pp. 3 0 2 - 3 0 3 .

113 S e e  A n i m a d v e r s i o n s , T he  W orks  of  John M i l t o n , III, 1 0 5 -1 0 6 ;  
T h e  R e a s o n  o f  C hu rch  G o v e r n m e n t , III, 2 3 1 - 2 3 2 ;  A n  A p o lo g y  A g a i n s t  
A M o d e s t  Confutat ion , HI, 3 0 8 - 3 2 0 ;  P r o  Se  D e f e n s i o , IX, 1 0 7 -1 1 3 ;
T h e  C h r i s t i a n  D o c t r i n e , XVII, 245.

^ ^ L e t t e r  to  W i l l i a m  R ow an H a m i l to n ,  N ov .  22,  1831, L Y , II,
586.

115 II, 97; i t a l i c s  and c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  a r e  C o l e r i d g e ' s .

l l 6 II, 48 ,  69.

^ ^ P r e f a c e  to  L y r i c a l  B a l l a d s , P W , H, 392; i t a l i c s  
W o r d s w o r t h ' s .

118 M e m o i r s  of W i l l i a m  W o r d s w o r t h , II , 311.

^ ^ S e e  H u g h e s ' s  n o te ,  p. 302,

1 20 On a w ak en in g  f r o m  t h e i r  " g r o s s e r "  s l e e p ,  A d a m  and E v e  
do in  fa c t  e x p e c t  that  t h e y  w i l l  d ie  s h o r t ly ;  s e e  P .  L. , IV. 4 2 5 - 4 2 7 ;
IX. 1167; X. 210.

121 B io g r a p h ia  L i t e r a r i a , II, 109.

122 I a m  u s in g  the t e x t  p u b l i s h e d  in the P r e f a c e  to T he  
E x c u r s i o n  (1815); it  d i f f e r s  o n ly  s l i g h t l y  f r o m  the B tex t  (1800) ,  and  
no c h a n g e s  a r e  n o ted  b e t w e e n  the B t e x t  and the  e a r l i e s t  MS. of 1798,  
S e e  P W , V, 3 3 8 - 3 3 9 ;  for  dat ing s e e  p. 372.  M i s s  D a r b i s h i r e  r e c o r d s  
no M i l to n ic  in f lu e n c e  for  t h e s e  l i n e s .
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^ ^ M is c e l la n e o u s  S o n n e t s , P a r t  II, Son net XXI (1 8 1 9 -1 8 2 0 ) ;  
the  n o te s  in  P W , TIT, 4 2 8 - 4 2 9  do not in d ic a te  M ilto n ic  in f lu e n c e .

124L Y , II, 936 .

^2 ^See f. n. 122  ab o v e .

^2 ^See pp. 9 2 - 9 3  and f. n. 123 a b o v e .
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THE D E V IL 'S  P A R T Y
*

T h e g rou p  o f m a n u s c r ip t  n o te s  that c o n c e r n  S a tan  r e p r e s e n t s  

o n e - t h ir d  of W o r d s w o r th 's  r a r e  and s p a r e  c o m m e n ta r y .  C o n s id e r e d  

in l ig h t  o f  the u n u su a l i n t e r e s t  that th is  c h a r a c t e r  e x c i t e d  in  the  

w r i t e r s  o f  h i s  day, W o r d s w o r th 's  c o m m e n ts  a r e  o f  a s t r a n g e ly  

t e c h n ic a l  n a tu r e ,  p o in tin g  to  w hat he c o n s id e r e d  c o n tr a d ic t io n s ,  

i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  and f a i l u r e s  o f  t a s t e  in  M ilto n 's  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the  

p o w e r s  and q u a l i t ie s  o f  on e  o f th e  " g r e a t  p e r s o n a g e s "  o f h i s  c o s m i c  

e p ic .

T he  f i r s t  c o m m e n t  r e f e r s  to  M ilto n 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  S a ta n 's

f i r s t  v ie w  o f  the g o ld e n  s t a i r s  that drop p ed  f r o m  H e a v e n  to  th e  n e w ly -

-'reated  E a r th .  A lth ou gh , a s  M ilto n  e x p la in s ,  the s t a i r s  w e r e

s o m e t i m e s  " d raw n  up to  H e a v 'n  . . . V i e w l e s s ,  " at the m o m e n t  of

S a ta n 's  a r r iv a l  in  the n ew  w orld:

T he S t a ir s  w e r e  th en  l e t  down, w h e th e r  to  d a re  
T h e F ie n d  by e a s y  a s c e n t ,  o r  a g g r a v a te  x  
H is  sad  e x c lu s i o n  f r o m  th e  d o o r s  o f  B l i s s .

( in .  523-525)

W o r d sw o r th  p la c e s  an x  at th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f th e  s e c o n d  of t h e s e  th r e e

l in e s  and r e m a r k s :

T h is  i s  in ju d ic io u s;  a S p ir i t  who w a s  a b le  to  
m a k e  su c h  a v o y a g e  as  S atan  h a s  ju s t  p e r f o r m e d  
who "at one s l ig h t  bound co u ld  h igh  o v e r le a p  a ll  
bound" * cou ld  not h a v e  h is  a c c e s s  to  h e a v e n  e i th e r  
f a c i l i t a t e d  or  o b s tr u c te d  by the le t t in g  down or  
d raw in g  up of a p a ir  o f  s t a i r s .  - -
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It i s  a lm o s t  s ta r t l in g  that s o  p e r c e p t iv e  a r e a d e r  o f  M ilto n , a s

W o r d sw o r th  w a s  rep u ted  to  h a v e  b e e n ,  sh o u ld  h a v e  m i s s e d  a l l  the

su b t le  i r o n ie s  im p l i c i t  in  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  S a ta n 's  d e p a r tu r e  f r o m
2

H e l l  and h is  s u b s e q u e n t  v o y a g e  th ro u g h  C haos: th e  G a te s  of H e l l

th at f ly  op en  by t h e m s e l v e s  (II. 8 7 9 -8 8 3 ) ;  S a ta n 's  h e l p l e s s  f lo u n d e r in g  

in  the " v a s t  v acu ity"  (9 3 0 - 9 4 0 )  u n til  " h a lf  lo s t"  he  s e e k s  a id  f r o m  the  

"A narch" of the r e g io n  (9 5 7 -9 7 7 ) ;  the e a s e  w ith  w h ich  S in  and D eath  

l a t e r  m a k e  the s a m e  p a s s a g e ,  b u ild in g  a b r id g e  a s  th ey  go (X. 2 8 2 -3 0 5 ) .  

E v e n  m o r e  n o te w o r th y  i s  the in s ig h t  that h is  c o m m e n t  a f fo r d s  in to  the  

l i t e r a l i s m  that s o  o ften  b e s e t  W o r d s w o r th 's  im a g in a t io n  and fo r  w h ich  

h e  w a s  so  o ften  c r i t i c i s e d  and p a r o d ie d  by  the c r i t i c s  and p o e t s  o f  h is  

t im e .  Ju d ged  by the c r i t e r i a  of w o r k a d a y  r e a l i t y ,  J a c o b 's  L a d d e r  i s  

in d ee d  an i r r e l e v a n c y  to  A r c h - A n g e l i c  p o w e r - - o f  eq u a l in c o n s e q u e n c e  

to the " a n g e ls  of God" w h o m  J acob  sa w  " a s c e n d in g  and d e sce n d in g "  

upon it, a s  it  i s  to  Satan. But m o s t  o f  u s  w ould  be a s  u n w il l in g  to  

r e l in q u is h  J a c o b 's  d r e a m  o f the g o ld e n  s t a i r s  a s  w e  a r e  to  fo r e g o  

W o r d s w o r th 's  d r e a m  of the A ra b . We a r e  in c l in e d  to p le a d ,  "O r e a s o n

not the n ee d ,  " fo r  M ilto n 's  u s e  o f a B ib l i c a l  im a g e  fa m o u s  in  p o e t ic
3

m e ta p h o r ,  a l l e g o r y ,  and s a c r e d  a r t .

W o r d sw o r th  h i m s e l f  co u ld  not e n t ir e ly  r e s i s t  th e  n e e d  to  d r e s s  

h is  thought in  th is  m e ta p h o r ,  a lth ou gh  th e  c o n f l ic t  b e tw e e n  h is  p o e t ic

in c l in a t io n s  and h is  p o e t ic  t h e o r i e s  i s  e v id e n t .  On "An E v e n in g  of
4

E x tr a o r d in a r y  S p len d o r  and B e a u ty ,  " he  i s  p r o m p te d  to  say:

And, i f  th e r e  be  w h o m  b r o k e n  t i e s  
A ff l ic t ,  or  in j u r ie s  a s s a i l ,
Y on h a z y  r id g e s  to  th e ir  e y e s  
P r e s e n t  a g lo r io u s  s c a l e ,
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C lim b in g  s u f fu s e d  w ith  sunn y a ir ,
T o  s t o p - - n o  r e c o r d  hath  to ld  w h e r e !
And te m p t in g  F a n c y  to a s c e n d ,
And w ith  im m o r t a l  S p ir i t s  b len d !

(4 1 -4 8 )

A  MS v a r ia n t  m a k e s  the r e f e r e n c e  to  J a c o b 's  L a d d e r  and i t s  p o e t ic

a p p ea l  m o r e  e x p l ic i t :

And w ith  th o s e  happy s p ir i t s  b len d
W h ose  m o t io n s  s m i t t e n  w ith  g la d  aw e
B y  n igh t th e  d r e a m in g  P a t r ia r c h  sa w  . . . .  5

T o  e a s e  h is  d i s c o m f o r t ,  W o r d sw o r th  s u r r o u n d s  h is  su p e r n a tu r a l

im a g e  w ith  the r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e .  T he  g o ld e n  s t a i r s  a r e  m o u n ta in

r id g e s ,  m a d e  g o ld e n  by  th e  s u f fu s io n  of " su n n y  a ir .  " O nly  " F an cy"

m a k e s  o f  th e m  a " g lo r io u s  s c a le "  t r a v e r s e d  by  " im m o r ta l  S p ir i t s .  11

In a note  ap p en ded  to the p o e m , h e  m a k e s  fu r th e r  e x c u s e :

The m u lt ip l ic a t io n  of m o u n t a in - r id g e s ,  d e s c r i b e d  at the  
c o m m e n c e m e n t  of th e  th ir d  S tan za  of th is  Ode a s  a kind of 
J a c o b 's  L a d d e r ,  le a d in g  to  H ea v en ,  i s  p r o d u c e d  e i th e r  by  
w a te r y  v a p o u r s ,  or  su n n y  h a z e ; - - i n  the  p r e s e n t  in s ta n c e  by  
the la t t e r  c a u s e .  6

But W o r d sw o r th  w a s  r e a l l y  of tw o  m in d s  - -p o e t i c a l  and c r i t i c a l - - a n d

the c o n f l ic t  w ith in  h is  im a g in a t io n  i s  not c o m p le t e ly  s i l e n c e d  b y  th is

r a t io n a l iz a t io n .  He cannot u n q u a l if ie d ly  d e p r e c ia t e  th is  " F a n cy "  that

c o n v e r t s  su n li t  m o u n ta in  r id g e s  in to  g o ld e n  s t a i r s  r e a c h in g  to  h e a v e n .

T h e  c o n c lu d in g  s ta n z a  h a i l s  th is  fa n c ifu l  im p u ls e  a s  a r e tu r n  of the

" v is io n a r y  sp len d ou r"  fo r  w h o s e  g r a d u a l ly  fad in g  g l o r i e s  W o r d sw o r th

c o n s o le s  h i m s e l f  in  the " I m m o r ta l i t y  O de. " And if  w e  h a v e  m i s s e d  the

p o in t, h is  ap p en d ed  n ote  in f o r m s  us that th e  a l lu s io n s  to  " In t im a tio n s
7

of I m m o r ta l i ty "  w e r e  in ten t io n a l .

W o r d sw o r th  o n c e  a g a in  runs a fo u l of h i s  l i t e r a lm in d e d n e s s  

w hen  he m a r k s  fo r  c o m m e n t  R a p h a e l 's  d e s c r ip t io n  of the f i r s t  wound
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in f l i c t e d  on S a tan  in  the B a t t le  in  H e a v e n ,  w h en  M ic h a e l ' s  s w o r d  m e t

T h e  s w o r d  o f S atan  w ith  s t e e p  f o r c e  to  s m i t e  
D e s c e n d in g ,  and in  h a lf  cut s h e e r ,  n or  s ta y 'd ,
But w ith  s w i f t  w h e e l  r e v e r s e ,  d eep  e n t 'r in g  s h e a r 'd  
A ll  h i s  r ig h t s id e ;  th en  S atan  f i r s t  kn ew  p a in  . . . .  /

(VI. 3 2 3 -3 2 7 )

W o r d sw o r th  c o m m e n ts :

1 a m  not s u r e  that it h a s  e v e r  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  th at M ilto n  
h e r e  i s  g u i l ty  o f  an o v e r s ig h t .  H e f o r g e t s  the e x p r e s s i o n s  
w h ich  h e  p u ts  in to  the m ou th  of S in d e s c r ip t iv e  of h e r  own  
b ir th . " A ll  on a su d d en  m i s e r a b l e  p a in  [ s i c  ] s u r p r iz e d  
th ee  & c.

What M ilto n  i s  s u p p o se d  to  h a v e  fo r g o t te n  i s  th e  s t o r y  o f  h e r  b ir th  

that S in  r e c o u n ts  to Satan  in  B o o k  II in  o r d e r  to  id e n t ify  h e r s e l f  a s  h is  

dau ghter:

A l l  on a su d d en  m i s e r a b l e  pa in
S u r p r is 'd  th e e ,  d im  th ine  e y e s ,  and d iz z y  sw u m  
In d a r k n e s s ,  w h i le  thy h e a d  f l a m e s  th ic k  and fa s t  
T h r e w  fo r th , t i l l  on th e  le f t  s id e  op 'n ing  w id e ,
L ik e s t  to  th e e  in sh a p e  and c o u n t 'n a n ce  b r ig h t ,
T h en  sh in in g  h e a v 'n ly  f a ir ,  a G o d d e s s  a r m 'd  
Out o f th y  h ea d  I sp ru n g  . . . .

(7 5 2 - 7 5 8 )

H e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  W o r d sw o r th  is  h i m s e l f  g u i l ty  of o v e r s i g h t s  in  r e g a r d  

to  the p o e t ’s u s e  o f  p e r s o n a e  and h is  m a n a g e m e n t  of t i m e - - t w o  e l e m e n t s  

about w h ich  in h is  ow n p o e tr y  h e  w a s  v e r y  s e n s i t i v e .  B a p h a e l  c a r r i e s  

the b u rd en  o f  n a r r a t iv e  in  th is  p a s s a g e  in  B o o k  VI, and it  i s  h is  

m e m o r y  a lo n e  th at ca n  b e  c a l l e d  in to  q u es t io n .

It m u s t  a lw a y s  be  b o r n e  in  m in d  that in  M ilto n 's  c o s m o s  God  

i s  the s o le  b e in g  c a p a b le  o f  o m n i s c i e n c e ,  a l l  o th e r  c r e a t u r e s  h o w e v e r  

h ig h  in  the h e a v e n ly  h i e r a r c h y  h a v in g  l im i t a t io n s  a s  to  the n a tu r e  and  

e x te n t  of th e ir  k n o w led g e .  M ilto n  is  v e r y  c a r e fu l  to  e s t a b l i s h  t h e s e  

l im i t a t io n s .  N e i th e r  R a p h a e l n o r  Satan , fo r  in s t a n c e ,  w i t n e s s e d  the
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c r e a t io n  o f A d am . S atan  can  on ly  l e a r n  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  the  

c r e a t io n  and the c o n d it io n s  u n d e r  w h ich  A d a m  and E v e  w e r e  p la c e d  

in the G a rd en  o f E d en  by  e a v e s d r o p p in g  on t h e ir  c o n v e r s a t io n s .  

R a p h a e l,  a lth ou gh  h e  h a s  b e e n  in fo r m e d  o f  the e v e n t  by  o th er  a n g e ls ,  

d o e s  not c o n s id e r  th at h is  k n o w led g e  i s  c o m p le t e ,  and he r e q u e s t s  

that A d a m  r e v ie w  the d e t a i l s  f r o m  h is  p o in t  o f  v ie w  (VIII. 2 2 8 -2 2 9 ) .  

How c a n  R a p h a e l be  a w a r e  o f the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  un der  w h ich  S in  w a s  

b ro u g h t in to  b e in g  w h en  S atan  h i m s e l f  m u s t  be  r e m in d e d  o f  h e r  b ir th  

and m u s t  be in fo r m e d  o f  th e  m e a n s  by  w h ic h  s h e  w a s  so  t r a n s f o r m e d  

that sh e  i s  u n r e c o g n iz a b le  to h e r  fa th e r -h u s b a n d ?  It i s  v e r y  p r o p e r ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  that R a p h a e l,  who h a s  n e v e r  h i m s e l f  f e l t  p a in , sh ou ld  

b e l i e v e  that the w ound in f l i c t e d  by M ic h a e l  w a s  the f i r s t  p a in  that  

S atan  e x p e r ie n c e d .

W o r d sw o r th 's  fa i lu r e  to d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  th e  n a r r a t iv e  

v o i c e s  of M ilto n  and of h i s  s e v e r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  c u r io u s  in  

a p o et  who ap p en d ed  so  le n g th y  an a p o lo g ia  to  T he T h o r n , e x p la in in g  

the to n e  o f that p o e m  by  a d e ta i le d  d e s c r ip t io n  of i t s  p e r s o n a  and  

s tu b b o rn ly  op p o sin g  the p o e t ic  th e o r y  u n d e r ly in g  th e  u s e  of su ch
g

p e r s o n a e  to  a l l  c r i t i c i s m s  of th e  p o e m , in c lu d in g  C o le r id g e ' s .

W o r d sw o r th 's  im p l ie d  c r i t i c i s m  of M ilto n 's  h an d lin g  o f t im e  

a l s o  d e s e r v e s  c o n s id e r a t io n .  A lth ou gh  R a p h a e l 's  a c co u n t  of the B a tt le  

in  H e a v e n  o c c u r s  in  B o o k  VI, th is  e v en t  p r e c e d e d  in  t im e  th e  m e e t in g  

at H e l l ' s  G ate  b e tw e e n  Satan  and S in , d e s c r ib e d  in  B o o k  II; and the  

e v e n t  that S in  r e c a l l s  to  S a ta n 's  m e m o r y  on  th is  o c c a s i o n  is  the f o r e ­

ru n n er  and p r e c ip i ta t in g  c a u s e ,  in a l l e g o r i c a l  t e r m s ,  of th e  b a t t le  that  

R ap h ael i s  r ec o u n t in g .  W ithin the fr a m e w o r k  o f  th is  in v o lu te d  t im e
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s e q u e n c e ,  the c h a r a c t e r s  in v o lv e d  in  the k n o w led g e  of S a ta n 's  f i r s t  

pain  have  n e v e r  b e e n  a l l  t o g e th e r  in  th e  s a m e  p la c e  at the s a m e  t im e .  

W o r d sw o r th  w a s  k e e n ly  a w a r e  o f  the p r o b le m s  and c o m p l ic a t io n s  that  

a r i s e  b e tw e e n  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  t im e  and th e m a t ic  t im e  in  the w r it in g  of a 

lo n g  p o e m . In B o o k  IX of T he  P r e lu d e  he  in te r r u p ts  h is  n a r r a t iv e  to

e x p la in  the n e c e s s i t y  fo r  h i s  " m o t io n s  r e t r o g r a d e ,  " h is  tu r n s ,  r e tu r n s ,
9

and " in tr ic a te  d e la y ."  It i s  t h e r e f o r e  a s o u r c e  o f  w o n d er  that  

W o r d sw o rth  th e  c r i t i c  sh o u ld  so  fo r g e t  the p r a c t i c e s  of W o r d sw o r th  

the p o e t  that he  can  m is u n d e r s ta n d  M ilto n 's  d e s ig n  in hav in g  two  

c h a r a c t e r s  c la im in g  tw o d i f fe r e n t  e v e n ts  a s  the o c c a s io n  fo r  S a ta n 's  

f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  pain .

In B ook  IX of P a r a d i s e  L o s t , W o r d sw o r th  r e v e r t s  to the  

p r o b le m  of M ilto n 's  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  S a ta n 's  p o w e r s .  E v id e n t ly  

W o r d sw o rth  m u s t  h a v e  c o n s id e r e d  th is  a l le g e d  in c o n s i s t e n c y  a m o r e  

s e r i o u s  la p s e  than  that r e m a r k e d  in  B o o k  III, ^  fo r  he  m a r k s  two  

l in e s  r a th e r  than h is  u su a l  one . In th is  p a s s a g e  Satan i s  ex p la in in g  to 

h i m s e l f  why he  c h o o s e s  to tem p t E v e  r a th e r  than A dam :

T h en  l e t  m e  not l e t  p a s s  
O c c a s io n  w h ic h  now  s m i l e s ,  b eh o ld  a lo n e  
T he W om an, opportune to  a l l  a t t e m p ts ,
H er  H usband, fo r  I v ie w  fa r  round, not n igh ,
W h ose  h ig h e r  in t e l le c tu a l  m o r e  I shun , x
And s tr e n g th ,  of c o u r a g e  hau ghty , and of l im b  x  
H e r o ic  b u ilt ,  th ough  of t e r r e s t r i a l  m o u ld ,
F o e  not in fo r m id a b le ,  e x e m p t  f r o m  wound,
I not; so  m u ch  hath H e l l  d e b a s 'd ,  and p a in  
I n fe e b l'd  m e ,  to  w hat I w a s  in  H ea v 'n .

(4 7 9 -4 8 8 )
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And W o r d sw o r th  p r o t e s t s :

T h is  la n g u a g e  s e e m s  in c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  c h a r a c t e r  
&i p o w e r s  a s c r ib e d  by  M ilto n  to h is  tw o  g r e a t  p e r s o n a g e s  
S atan  & A d am . T hough A d a m  m ig h t  be e x e m p t  f r o m  wound, 
a b e in g  w h o s e  h an d 's  d isp a tc h  w a s  o u tg ro w n  e v e n  in  th e  
p r e c in c t s  o f  h is  b o w e r ,  w h ich  w e r e  u n s ig h t ly  & u n s m o o th ,  ^  
co u ld  not a s  fa r  a s  r e la t e d  to  c o r p o r e a l  s tr e n g th  be  s u p p o se d  
a fo r m id a b le  a n ta g o n is t  to  one who i s  g i f te d  w ith  p o w e r  to  
s u b v e r t  s y s t e m s ,  th e  p o e t  t e l l s  us that o f  w h o m  God & h is  
so n  e x c e p t  c r e a t e d  th ing nought v a lu ed  n o r  shun ned  [ s i c ] .  12

H e r e ,  a g a in , W o r d sw o rth  c o n fu s e s  M ilto n 's  v o ic e  w ith  h is

p e r s o n a ' s . It is  Satan , not M ilton , w ho i s  a s s e s s i n g  the c o m p a r a t iv e

p o w e r s  o f  A d a m  and Satan  u n d er  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n d u c iv e  to  s e l f -

d e c e p t io n .  Satan  i s  about to  a c c o m p l i s h  th e  m i s s i o n  th at he  and

B e e lz e b u b  had e a r l i e r  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a " p e r i lo u s  a ttem p t"  f i l l e d  w ith

"unknown d a n g ers"  that a r e  so  g r e a t  that S a tan  to  m e r i t  h i s  p o s i t io n

13a s  H e l l ' s  P o te n ta te  m u s t  a s s u m e  the h a z a r d  a lo n e .  T h e  p e r i lo u s  

a d v e n tu r e  i s  now  r ed u c ed  to  an ig n o b le  a s s a u l t  on a lo n e  w o m a n ,  

d e f e n s e l e s s  b e c a u s e  l ik e  S atan  sh e  h a s  w i l l f u l ly  m is c o n s t r u e d  h e r  

p o w e r s  and th o s e  o f  h e r  a n ta g o n is t  and thus d e p r iv e d  h e r s e l f  o f  h e r  

h u sb a n d 's  p r o te c t io n .  No w o n d er  that Satan  m u s t  m a k e  e x c u s e s  e v e n  

to  h im s e l f .  W o r d sw o r th  m i s s e s  both the ir o n y  and th e  c o m e d y  in  

S a ta n 's  r a t io n a l iz a t io n .  I n c o n s is t e n t  the la n g u a g e  i s ,  but the  

in c o n s i s t e n c y  i s  S a ta n 's  not M il to n ’s. M ilto n  h a s  m o r e  than on ce  

a le r t e d  u s  to  e x p e c t  d e c e p t io n  and c o n tr a d ic t io n  f r o m  th e  F a l l e n  

A n g e ls .  B e e lz e b u b 's  s p e e c h  in P a n d e m o n iu m  (B ook  II) i s  a c a s e  in  

point. T o  a v e r t  the h a z a r d o u s  c o u n te r a t ta c k  on  H e a v e n  that M o lo ch  

h a s  p r o p o s e d ,  B e e lz e b u b  puts  fo r w a r d  S a ta n 's  p la n  fo r  the d e s tr u c t io n  

of m a n  a s  an e a s i e r  m e a n s  to  r e v e n g e .  W hen f i r s t  p r o j e c t e d ,  the  

e x p lo i t  m u s t  h a v e  a s  h e r o i c  and m a n ly  a sou n d  as  M o lo c h 's  c a l l  for  a 

fight to ex tin c tio n :
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T h ith e r  l e t  us ben d  a l l  o u r  th o u g h ts ,  to l e a r n  
What c r e a t u r e s  th e r e  in h a b it ,  o f  w hat m o u ld ,
Or s u b s ta n c e ,  how  en du 'd , and w hat th ir  P o w e r ,
And w h e r e  th ir  w e a k n e s s ,  how  a t te m p te d  b e s t ,
B y  f o r c e  o r  s u b t le ty  . . . .

(II. 3 5 4 -3 5 8 )

At th is  p o in t  it  i s  a p r o b le m a t ic  m is s io n :  th e  n ew  c r e a t u r e s  o f  e a r th

h a v e  unknow n p o w e r s  and th e ir  w e a k n e s s  i s  doubtfu l. But m in d fu l

that B e l i a l ' s  c o u n s e l  o f  p a s s i v e  a c c e p t a n c e  and g r a d u a l  in u r e m e n t  to

m i s e r y  and p a in  h a v e  v e r y  l i k e l y  w on su p p o r t ,  B e e lz e b u b  ta k e s

a n o th e r  ta c k  and m i n i m i z e s  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  th e  p r o je c t :

S o m e  a d v a n ta g e o u s  a c t  m a y  be  a c h ie v 'd  
B y  su d d en  o n s e t ,  e i t h e r  w ith  H e l l  f i r e  
T o w a s t e  h i s  w h o le  C r ea t io n ,  o r  p o s s e s s  
A l l  a s  o u r  own, and d r iv e  a s  w e  w e r e  d r iv e n ,
T h e  puny h a b ita n ts ,  o r  i f  not d r iv e ,
S e d u ce  t h e m  to ou r  P a r t y  . . . .

(3 6 3 -3 6 8 )

S t i l l  l a t e r  in  th e  d e b a te ,  w h en  th e  t im e  h a s  c o m e  fo r  Satan  to  o f fe r  

h i m s e l f  a s  a s a c r i f i c e  fo r  th e  fu tu re  w e l f a r e  o f  H e l l ' s  in h a b ita n ts ,  

the m i s s i o n  i s  a g a in  fra u g h t  w ith  e x t r e m e  d a n g e r s  (II. 4 0 2 - 4 6 6 ) .

That W o r d sw o r th  sh o u ld  h a v e  m is t a k e n  S a ta n 's  s e l f - d e c e p t i v e  

r a t io n a l iz a t io n  fo r  M ilto n 's  a c tu a l  a s s e s s m e n t  of th e  c o m p a r a t iv e  

p o w e r s  o f  h is  c h a r a c t e r s  i s  a g a in  a t tr ib u ta b le  to h is  l i t e r a l  c a s t  of 

m ind.

How M ilto n  f e l t  about S a ta n 's  a s s a u l t  upon c r e a t u r e s  who,  

fa i l in g  a r e l i a n c e  on  th e  p r o v id e n c e  o f  G od, w e r e  puny in d ee d  in  

c o m p a r i s o n  w ith  Satan , i s  in d ic a te d  by  the h o r r i fy in g  p u n is h m e n t  he  

in f l i c t s  upon S a tan  and h is  f o l l o w e r s - - a  p u n ish m e n t  co n so n a n t  w ith  

M ilto n 's  id e a s  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o ic e  and j u s t i c e .  S in ce  S atan  d e b a s e d  

h is  s p ir i t  by  c o n c e iv in g  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  of l e s s e r  b e in g s  fo r  f e a r  of  

c o n fro n t in g  One m o r e  p o w e r fu l ,  and s in c e  h e  a l s o  e l e c t s  to  e x c h a n g e
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th e  f o r m  of " A r c h -A n g e l  ruined" fo r  that of th e  s e r p e n t ,  a c r e a tu r e

v e r y  lo w  on  th e  s c a l e  of b e in g ,  h is  p u n is h m e n t  i s  to e x p e r ie n c e  a g a in

and a g a in  the ig n o m in ie s  of h is  s e l f - d e b a s e m e n t .  F r o m  th e  m o m e n t

o f  h i s  a r r iv a l  in  th e  n e w l y - c r e a t e d  w o r ld ,  S a tan  on  h is  ow n v o l i t io n

g o e s  th rou gh  a s e r i e s  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t io n s  th at a r e  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  lo w e r

on  th e  c h a in  of b e in g .  In e a c h  c a s e  he  d o e s  s o  fo r  th e  p u r p o se  of

d e c ep t io n :  he  ta k e s  th e  sh a p e  o f  a " s tr ip l in g  Cherub" to  h id e  h is

id e n t i ty  f r o m  th e  A r c h - A n g e l  U r ie l ,  the g u a r d ia n  of the Sun (P .  L . ,

III. 6 3 4 -6 4 4 ) ;  in  o r d e r  to  e a v e s d r o p  on the c o n v e r s a t io n  of A d a m  and

E v e ,  he m a k e s  h i m s e l f  one o f th e  " fo u rfo o ted  k in d s ,  " a l t e r n a t e ly  a

L io n  and a T ig e r  (IV. 3 9 6 -4 1 0 ) ;  he  sq u a ts  in  th e  f o r m  o f  a T oad

" c l o s e  at th e  ear"  o f the s le e p in g  E v e  in  o r d e r  to  s t im u la te  in  the

f o r m  of a d r e a m  the kind o f " V ain  h o p e s ,  v a in  a i m s ,  in o r d in a te

d e s i r e s "  that w i l l  l a t e r  l e a d  to h e r  fa l l  (IV, 8 0 0 -8 0 9 ) .  It i s  on ly  for

the l a s t  o f  h is  s e l f - d e b a s i n g  m e t a m o r p h o s e s  - - h is  a s s u m p t io n  of the

s e r p e n t ' s  f o r m  to a c c o m p l i s h  the s e d u c t io n  of E v e - - t h a t  S atan  e x p r e s s e s

r e p u ls io n  f r o m  the d e g r a d a t io n  to w h ich  h is  e v i l  c o u r s e  c o n s tr a in s  h im :

O fou l d e s c e n t !  that I who e r s t  co n ten d ed
W ith G ods to  s i t  the  h ig h e s t ,  a m  now  c o n s tr a in 'd
Into a B e a s t ,  and m ix t  w ith  b e s t ia l  s l i m e ,
T h is  e s s e n c e  to in c a r n a te  and im b r u te ,
T hat to  th e  h igh th  of D e ity  a s p ir 'd  . . . .

(P .  L . , IX. 1 6 3 -1 6 7 )

A nd it  i s  e x q u is i t e ly  i r o n ic  that h i s  p u n ish m e n t  sh ou ld  tak e  th e  fo r m  of  

the one h u m il ia t io n  that i s  m o s t  d i s t a s t e f u l  to  h im . M ilto n 's  d e s c r ip t io n  

o f  the p u n ish m e n t  i s  lo n g  and d e l ib e r a te ;  he  e x h a u s t s  e v e r y  d e v ic e  fo r  

p il in g  h o r r o r  upon h o r r o r ,  co m b in in g  w ith  h is  c a ta lo g u e  o f  sn a k e s  and  

c r a w l in g  th in g s  an e v e n  m o r e  t e r r i b l e  c a ta lo g u e  of r e p u ls iv e  

s e n s a t io n s  (X. 5 0 4 -5 7 0 ) .
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W o r d sw o r th ,  who p r o t e s t s  that M ilton  did not p r o p e r ly

e s t im a t e  the u n eq ual p o w e r s  p o s s e s s e d  by  h is  c h a r a c t e r s ,  d o e s  not

quite a p p r e c ia te  the d i s g u s t  that M ilton  in ten d s  us to f e e l  a t  S a ta n 's

tr iu m p h  in  th is  u n eq ual c o n te s t .  H e m a r k s  l in e  533 in th is  p a s s a g e ,

" th ey  a l l  H im  fo l lo w 'd  i s s u in g  for th  to  th* open  F i e l d ,"  but c o m m e n ts

on the e n t ir e  d e s c r ip t io n :

H e r e  w e  b id  f a r e w e l l  to  the f i r s t  c h a r a c t e r ,  p e r h a p s  
e v e r  e x h ib ite d  in  P o e t r y .  And it  i s  not a l i t t l e  to be  
la m e n te d  that, he  l e a v e s  u s  in  a s i tu a t io n  < l i t t l e  in>  
s o  d e g r a d e d  in  c o m p a r is o n  w ith  the g r a n d e u r  of h is  
in tro d u c t io n .  M ilto n 's  fo n d n e s s  [ ? ]  fo r  th e  M e t a m o r p h o s e s  
p r o b a b ly  in d u ced  h im  to d raw  th is  p ic tu r e  w h ich  <1 cannot  
e x c >  e x c e l l e n t l y  a s  it  [ i s ]  e x e c u t e d  I cannot but th ink  
u n w orth y  of h is  g e n iu s .  T he " s p a t te r in g  n o ise "  &c. a r e  
im a g e s  w h ich  can  <not but> o n ly  e x c i t e  d is g u s t .  The  
r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  the F a l l e n  A n g e ls  w r e a th in g  th e ir  
ja w s  f i l l e d  w ith  so o t  and c in d e r s  w ith  h a t e f u l l e s t  d i s r e l i s h  
c o n ta in s  in  it noth ing  th at can  a ffo rd  p le a s u r e .  Had the  
p o e t  < c h o s e n  to>  d e te r m in e d  to  in f l i c t  upon th e m  a so  
b e s t ia l  p u n ish m e n t  c e r t a in ly  one m o r e  n o b le  m o r e  
c o n so n a n t  to th e  d ig n ity  of the b e in g s  m ig h t  e a s i l y  [ s i c ]

In sp e a k in g  o f  Satan a s  "the f i r s t  c h a r a c t e r ,  p e r h a p s  e v e r

e x h ib ite d  in  P o e t r y ,  " W o rd sw o r th  i s  un doub ted ly  u s in g  the w o rd

" f ir s t"  in  i t s  m e a n in g  o f f o r e m o s t  and in  the s a m e  s u p e r la t iv e  s e n s e

that H a z l i t t  c a l l s  M ilto n 's  Satan "the m o s t  h e r o ic  su b je c t  that e v e r  w as

14c h o s e n  fo r  a p o e m . " A s  to th e  g r a n d e u r  of S a ta n 's  in tr o d u c t io n  that

W o r d sw o r th  f e e l s  sh o u ld  h a v e  m e r i t e d  fo r  Satan  an e q u a l ly  grand

d e p a r tu r e ,  H a z l i t t  in f o r m s  u s  that " W o rd sw o rth  o n ce  s a id  that he

co u ld  r ea d  the d e s c r ip t io n  o f Satan in  M ilto n  [ P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,

I. 587 ff. ] t i l l  he f e l t  a c e r t a in  f a in t n e s s  c o m e  o v e r  h is  m in d  f r o m  a

1 5s e n s e  o f  b ea u ty  and g r a n d e u r .  " W o r d sw o r th  m a k e s  s o m e  e x c u s e  fo r  

M ilto n  by  r e c o g n iz in g  that M ilto n 's  c h o ic e  of p u n ish m e n t  w a s  in f lu e n c e d  

by O v id 's  a cco u n t  of the t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  C adm u s in to  a s e r p e n t



117

( M e ta m o r p h o s e s ,  IV. 5 7 5 -5 8 9 ) ;* ^  h e  c o n s id e r s  the c h o ic e  in  p o o r  t a s t e ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s .  What he  e v id e n t ly  w a s  not a w a r e  o f  w e r e  the  e v e n  m o r e  

in f lu e n t ia l  C h r is t ia n  s o u r c e s  and p r e c e d e n t s  on w h ich  M ilto n  w a s  d r a w ­

ing . T he  im a g e s  that W o r d s w o r th  f in d s  " u n w orth y1' of M ilto n 's  g e n iu s ,  

d is g u s t in g ,  and co n ta in in g  "noth ing  that ca n  a ffo rd  p le a s u r e "  did  not  

o r ig in a t e  w ith  M ilton; th e y  w e r e  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  C h r is t ia n  tr a d it io n  

lo n g  b e f o r e  M ilto n  g a v e  t h e m  th e  p o e t i c  f o r m  that W o r d sw o r th  c o n c e d e s  

i s  so  " e x c e l l e n t ly  e x e c u te d .  "

A r e  w e  to a s s u m e  f r o m  h i s  d i s t a s t e  fo r  th is  t r e a t m e n t  of 

Satan  th at W o r d sw o r th  s h a r e d  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r ie s '  a d m ir a t io n  fo r  

S a ta n 's  h e r o ic  q u a l i t ie s ?  On th e  s u r f a c e  i t  w o u ld  s e e m  s o .  W hile  the  

o th e r s  c i t e  the g r a n d e u r  of M il to n 's  c o n c e p t io n  and e x e c u t io n  a s  p r o o f  

th at M ilto n  in ten d ed  Satan  to  be  the h e r o  o f  h is  e p ic ,  W o r d sw o r th  s e e m s  

to  c o m p la in  th at M ilto n  i s  a t  t i m e s  to o  n e g l ig e n t  o f  th e  d ig n i t ie s  and  

e m in e n c e  due to  h i s  g r e a t  c h a r a c t e r .  L i t t l e  o r  noth in g  h a s  b e e n  s a id

r e g a r d in g  W o r d s w o r th 's  p o s i t io n  in  the  a lm o s t  o n e - s i d e d  S a ta n is t  c o n -

18t r o v e r s y  that a g ita te d  the n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y .  But th at W o r d sw o r th  

s h a r e d  B la k e ' s  v ie w  that M ilton  w a s  "of th e  D e v i l ' s  p a r ty  w ith ou t k n o w ­

ing it" o r  H a z l i t t ' s  e x tr a v a g e n t  a d m ir a t io n  fo r  S a tan  a s  P r o m e t h e a n -

19N a p o le o n ic  h e r o  i s  d if f ic u lt  to  b e l i e v e .  N o r  cou ld  W o r d sw o r th  h a v e  

s a n c t io n e d  S h e l l e y ' s  c l a im  that M ilto n  a l l e g e d  "no s u p e r io r i t y  in  m o r a l  

v ir tu e  a s  to h is  God o v e r  h is  D e v i l ,  th a t  he  had done a l l  that c o u ld  b e  

done to " e x c i t e  the sy m p a th y  . . .  o f  s u c c e e d in g  g e n e r a t io n s  of m a n ­

kind" fo r  th e  r e b e l  Satan, and that, h a v in g  g iv e n  "the D e v i l  a l l  im a g i n a ­

b le  a d v a n ta g e , " w h e th e r  " M ilto n  w a s  a C h r is t ia n  o r  not, a t the  p e r io d
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of the c o m p o s i t io n  o f P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,  W w a s  open  to q u e s t io n .  A ny  

h a s ty  c o n c lu s io n  th at w ou ld  m a k e  W o r d sw o r th  a p a r ty  to  a v ie w  o f  

S atan  th at g r e w  out of r e l i g io u s  c o n c e p ts  and p o l i t i c a l  s y m p a t h ie s  to  

w h ich  W o r d sw o r th  w a s  so  a n t ip a th e t ic  w o u ld  b e  fo o lh a r d y  in d eed .

We h a v e  noth ing  s o  d ir e c t  f r o m  W o r d sw o r th  in  th e  w a y  of

an e v a lu a t io n  o f S a ta n 's  c h a r a c t e r  a s  w e  h a v e  f r o m  C o le r id g e ,  but

w hat C o le r id g e  s t a t e s  e x p l i c i t ly  w i l l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  p r o v id e  in s ig h t  in to

w hat W o r d sw o r th  s a y s  by im p l ic a t io n .  B y  w a y  o f C o l e r i d g e ’s a t tem p t

to a n a ly z e  N a p o le o n 's  c h a r a c t e r ^  fo r  th e  " L e t t e r s  on the S p a n ia rd s"

that a p p e a r e d  in  th e  C o u r ie r  (D e c .  to Jan. 1 8 0 9 -1 0 ) ,  w e  h a v e  on e  o f

C o le r id g e ' s  e a r l i e s t  in t e r p r e t a t io n s  of M il to n 's  Satan:

. . .  i t  i s  in d i s p e n s a b le ,  that m e n  sh o u ld  h a v e  c l e a r  c o n c e p ­
t io n s  o f  w h at th e  m a in  p o w e r  o f a r e m o r s e l e s s  ty r a n t ,  su c h  
a s  B o n a p a r te ,  c o n s i s t s  in . T h is  can n ot l i e  in  v i c e  a s  v i c e ,  
fo r  a l l  in j u s t ic e  i s  in  i t s e l f  f e e b l e n e s s  and d isp r o p o r t io n ;  but 
. . . th e  a b a n d o n m en t o f  a l l  p r in c ip le  o f  r ig h t  e n a b le s  the
s o u l  to c h o o s e  and a c t  upon a p r in c ip le  o f  w ro n g , and to  s u b o r ­
d in a te  to  th is  on e  p r in c ip le  a l l  th e  v a r io u s  v i c e s  o f  h u m a n
n a t u r e .....................He w ho  h a s  o n c e  s a id  w ith  h is  w h o le  h e a r t ,
E v i l ,  b e  thou m y  good ] h a s  r e m o v e d  a w o r ld  o f  o b s t a c l e s  by  
the v e r y  d e c i s io n ,  th a t  h e  w i l l  h ave  no o b s t a c l e s  but th o s e  o f  
f o r c e  and b ru te  m a t t e r .  ^2

C o le r id g e  w a s  to  exp an d  t h e s e  id e a s  in  th e  s u c c e e d in g  y e a r s  and in

A p p en d ix  A  to  T he S t a t e s m a n 's  M anual (1 8 1 6 ) h is  a p p r a is a l  o f  M ilto n 's

S atan  ca n  h a r d ly  be  c o n s id e r e d  s y m p a th e t ic  to  c u r r e n t  o p in io n  on th e

su b ject:

But in  i t s  u t m o s t  a b s t r a c t io n  and c o n s e q u e n t  s ta te  of r e p r o ­
b a tio n , the W ill  b e c o m e s  s a ta n ic  p r id e  and r e b e l l io u s  s e l f  - 
id o la tr y  in  th e  r e la t io n s  of the s p ir i t  to i t s e l f ,  and r e m o r s e ­
l e s s  d e s p o t i s m  r e la t iv e l y  to  o th e r s ;  th e  m o r e  h o p e l e s s  a s  
the m o r e  ob d u rate  by i t s  su b ju g a t io n  of s e n s u a l  i m p u l s e s ,  
b y  i t s  s u p e r io r i t y  to  to i l  and p a in  and p le a s u r e ;  in  s h o r t ,  by  
the fe a r fu l  r e s o l v e  to  find  in  i t s e l f  a lo n e  the one a b s o lu te
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m o t iv e  o f  a c t io n ,  u n d er  w h ich  a l l  o th e r  m o t iv e s  f r o m  
w ith in  and f r o m  w ith o u t m u s t  b e  e i t h e r  su b o r d in a te d  o r  
c r u s h e d .

T h is  i s  th e  c h a r a c t e r  w h ich  M ilto n  h a s  s o  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly  
a s  w e l l  a s  s u b l i m e l y  e m b o d ie d  in  th e  Satan o f  h i s  P a r a d i s e  
L o s t .  A la s  ! too  o f ten  h a s  i t  b e e n  e m b o d ie d  in  r e a l  l i f e !
T o o  o ften  h a s  i t  g iv e n  a d a rk  and s a v a g e  g r a n d e u r  to  the  
h i s t o r i c  p a g e !  And w h e r e v e r  i t  h a s  a p p e a r e d ,  u n d e r  w h a t ­
e v e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t im e  and c o u n try ,  th e  s a m e  i n g r e d ­
ie n t s  h a v e  gone to  i t s  c o m p o s i t io n ;  and it  h a s  b e e n  id e n t i f ie d  
by th e  s a m e  a t t r ib u te s .  H ope in  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no c h e e r f u l ­
n e s s ;  s t e d f a s t n e s s  w ith in  and im m o v a b le  r e s o l v e ,  w ith  
o u tw a rd  r e s t l e s s n e s s  and w h ir l in g  a c t iv i ty ;  v io le n c e  w ith  
g u i le ;  t e m e r i t y  w ith  cunning; . . . in t e r m in a b le  n e s s  o f  
o b je c t  w ith  p e r f e c t  in d i f f e r e n c e  o f m e a n s ;  . . . t h e s e  a r e  
th e  m a r k s  th at h a v e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  m a s t e r s  of m is c h ie f ,  
th e  l i b e r t i c i d e s  and m ig h ty  h u n te r s  o f  m a n k in d , f r o m  N im r o d  
to  N a p o le o n .  ^3

H a z l i t t ,  in  fa c t ,  to o k  o c c a s i o n  to  r e m a r k  upon C o le r id g e ' s  c h a r a c t e r i ­

z a t io n  o f  S a tan  in  h i s  own e s s a y  on M ilton:

. . .  a n o ted  p o l i t i c a l  w r i t e r  of th e  p r e s e n t  day  h a s  e x h a u s te d  
n e a r ly  the  w h o le  a c c o u n t  of S a tan  in  th e  " P a r a d is e  L o s t ,"  by  
a p p ly in g  it  to  a c h a r a c t e r *  w h o m  he c o n s id e r e d  a s  a f t e r  the  
d e v i l  (though I do not know w h e th e r  h e  w o u ld  m a k e  e v e n  that  
e x c e p t io n ) ,  th e  g r e a t e s t  e n e m y  o f  the h u m a n  r a c e .  T h is  m a y  
s e r v e  to  sh o w  th at M ilto n 's  Satan  i s  not a v e r y  in s ip id  p e r ­
s o n a g e .

* T h e  f i r s t  N a p o le o n .  24  

In h is  l e c t u r e s  on M ilto n  in  1818 , C o le r id g e  ad d ed  fu r th e r  r e ­

f in e m e n ts  to  h i s  a n a ly s i s  o f  Satan . T h ey  sh o w  th at g r a n d e u r  and s u b ­

l i m i t y  ca n  g o  a lo n g  w ith  g r e a t  e v i l  and th at to  c a l l  S a tan  s u b l im e  i s  not

n e c e s s a r i l y  to  f in d  h im  a d m ir a b le  o r  h e r o ic :

T h e  c h a r a c t e r  of S a ta n  i s  p r id e  and s e n s u a l  in d u lg e n c e ,  
f in d in g  in  s e l f  th e  s o l e  m o t iv e  o f  a c t io n .  It i s  th e  c h a r a c t e r  
s o  o ften  s e e n  in  l i t t l e  on th e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a g e .  It e x h ib i t s  a l l  
th e  r e s t l e s s n e s s ,  t e m e r i t y ,  and cunn ing  w h ic h  h a v e  m a r k e d  
th e  m ig h ty  h u n te r s  o f  m an k in d  f r o m  N im r o d  to  N a p o le o n .
T he c o m m o n  f a s c in a t io n  of m e n  i s ,  th at t h e s e  g r e a t  m e n ,  a s  
th ey  a r e  c a l le d ,  m u s t  a c t  f r o m  s o m e  g r e a t  m o t iv e .  M ilto n  
h a s  c a r e f u l ly  m a r k e d  in  h i s  S a tan  th e  in t e n s e  s e l f i s h n e s s ,
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th e  a lc o h o l  o f  e g o t i s m ,  w h ic h  w ould  r a th e r  r e ig n  in  h e l l  
than s e r v e  in  h e a v e n .  T o  p la c e  th is  l u s t  o f  s e l f  in  o p p o s i ­
t io n  to  d e n ia l  o f  s e l f  o r  duty, and to  sh o w  w hat e x e r t io n s  
it  w o u ld  m a k e ,  and w hat p a in s  e n d u re  to  a c c o m p l i s h  i t s  
end , i s  M ilto n 's  p a r t i c u l a r  o b je c t  in  th e  c h a r a c t e r  of  
Satan . But arou n d  th is  c h a r a c t e r  h e  h a s  th ro w n  a s in g u ­
l a r i t y  o f  d a r in g ,  a g r a n d e u r  o f s u f f e r a n c e ,  and a r u in ed  
s p le n d o u r ,  w h ich  c o n s t i tu te  th e  v e r y  h e ig h t  o f  p o e t ic  
s u b l im ity .  25

W hat r e a s o n  h a v e  w e  to  a s s u m e  th at W o r d sw o r th  s h a r e d

C o le r id g e ' s  v ie w  o f  M ilto n 's  S atan  a s  th e  p r o to ty p e  o f a l l  "the m a s t e r s

of m is c h i e f ,  th e  l i b e r t i c i d e s  and m ig h ty  h u n te r s  o f  m an k in d , f r o m

N im r o d  to  N a p o leo n " ?  T h e  W o r d sw o r th  and C o le r id g e  l e t t e r s  g iv e

a m p le  e v id e n c e  that th is  q u e s t io n  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a m a t te r  of a lm o s t

d a ily  c o n v e r s a t io n  in  th e  y e a r s  1 8 0 8 -9 .  C o le r id g e  w a s  l iv in g  w ith  the

W o r d sw o r th s  d u rin g  th is  p e r io d  w h en  W o rd sw o r th  w a s  w r it in g  T he

C on ven tion  o f C in t r a and C o le r id g e  h is  L e t t e r s  on the  S p a n ia r d s . We

m a y  e v e n  c o n c lu d e  th at C o le r id g e ' s  S p a n ish  L e t t e r s  w e r e  a b y - p r o d u c t

of h i s  in v o lv e m e n t  in  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f W o r d s w o r th 's  p a m p h le t .

C o le r id g e  w a s  not o n ly  in s t r u m e n t a l  in  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  of e x t r a c t s  o f

26T h e C o n v en tio n  in  th e  C o u r ie r , but he  a l s o  c la im s  to  h a v e  w r it t e n

p o r t io n s  of T h e  C on ven tion , e v e n  to  d ic ta t in g  th e  s u b s ta n c e  of

27D e Q u in c e y 's  e x p la n a to r y  n o te .  W h ile  c o m p o s in g  th e  L e t t e r s  on the

S p a n ia r d s , C o le r id g e  w r i t e s  T h o m a s  P o o le  that he  ca n  " s a f e ly  r e fe r "

h im  to W o r d s w o r th 's  p a m p h le t  " for  m y  [ s i c ]  o p in io n s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  h o p e s ,

28& a p p r e h e n s io n s .  " L a t e r  in  the y e a r ,  w h ile  h e  i s  s t i l l  e n g a g e d  on  

the S p a n ish  L e t t e r s , h e  r e c o m m e n d s  T he C o n v en tio n  o f  C in tra  a s  

" con ta in in g  s e n t im e n t s  & p r in c ip le s  m a tu r e d  in  ou r  [h is  and W o r d s ­

w o r th 's ]  u n d e rs ta n d in g  b y  c o m m o n  e n e r g i e s  & tw e lv e  y e a r s '  i n t e r -
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29c o m m u n io n .  "

It w a s  not W o r d sw o r th 's  p u r p o se  in  The C on ven tion  to  m a k e  a 

p h ilo s o p h ic  a n a ly s i s  o f  N a p o le o n 's  c h a r a c t e r ,  but what l i t t l e  h e  s a y s  

b e a r s  in t e r e s t in g  a n a lo g ie s  to C o le r id g e ' s  s t a t e m e n t s  on Satan and  

N a p o leo n .  W o rd sw o rth  i s  attacking- the m yth  of N a p o le o n 's  s u p e r io r  

t a l e n t s :

. . .  I s h a l l  at p r e s e n t  co n ten t  m y s e l f  w ith  n otin g  . . . 
that th is  b a s i s  i s  not la id  in  any  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  ta le n t s  in  
h im , but in  h is  u t te r  r e j e c t io n  o f th e  r e s t r a in t s  o f  m o r a l i t y  
- - i n  w ic k e d n e s s  w h ich  a c k n o w le d g e s  no l im i t  but the ex ten t  
of i t s  ow n p o w e r .  L e t  any  one r e f l e c t  a m o m en t;  and he  
w il l  f e e l  that a n ew  w o r ld  of f o r c e s  i s  o p en ed  to  a  B ein g  
w ho h a s  m ad e  th is  d e s p e r a t e  le a p .  It i s  a t r e m e n d o u s  p r i n ­
c ip le  to  be  ad op ted , and s t e a d i ly  a d h e r e d  to , by  a m a n  in  
th e  s ta t io n  w h ich  B u o n a p a rte  o c c u p ie s ;  and he h a s  ta k en  the  
fu ll  b e n e f i t  of it .  What th e r e  i s  in th is  p r in c ip le  o f  w ea k ,  
p e r i lo u s ,  and s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e - - I  m a y  fin d  a g r a te fu l  e m p l o y ­
m e n t  in  e n d e a v o u r in g  to  sh e w  upon s o m e  fu tu re  o c c a s io n .  30

W o rd sw o rth  s p e a k s  o f  the " u tter  r e j e c t io n  o f  the r e s t r a in t s  of

m o r a lity " ;  C o le r id g e  c a l l s  i t  an  "aban don m en t o f  a l l  p r in c ip le  of

r igh t. " W o rd sw o r th  f e e l s  that "a n ew  w o r ld  o f  f o r c e s  i s  o p en ed  to a

B e in g  who h a s  m a d e  th is  d e s p e r a t e  leap " ; C o le r id g e  e x p la in s  what

th is  " d e s p e r a t e  leap "  i s .  T he " tr e m e n d o u s  p r in c ip l e ,"  the " d e s p e r a t e

31leap "  i s  S a ta n 's  " E v il ,  be thou m y  Good" (P . L . , IV. 110).

B oth  m e n  a r e  i n s i s t e n t  on the in h e r e n t  w e a k n e s s  of ev i l ;  on

th is  po in t it i s  W o rd sw o r th  who g iv e s  th e  d e ta i l s :

It w a s  a h ig h  s a t i s f a c t io n  to b e h o ld  d e m o n s tr a te d  . . .  to  
what a n a r r o w  d o m a in  o f  k n o w led g e  the in t e l l e c t  o f  a T y ra n t  
m u st  be  confin ed ; that i f  th e  g a te  by  w h ich  w is d o m  e n te r s  
h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  o p en ed , that of p o l i c y  w i l l  s u r e ly  find m o m e n ts  
w h en  it w i l l  shut i t s e l f  a g a in s t  i t s  p r e te n d e d  m a s t e r  i m p e ­
r io u s ly  and o b s t in a te ly .  T o  the e y e s  of the v e r y  p e a s a n t  in
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the  f ie ld ,  th is  s u b l im e  tru th  w a s  la id  o p e n - - n o t  on ly  that  
a T y r a n t ' s  d o m a in  o f k n o w led g e  i s  n a r r o w , but m e l a n ­
c h o ly  a s  n a rro w ; in a s m u c h  a s  - - f r o m  a l l  th at i s  lo v e ly ,  
d ig n if ie d ,  or  e x h i la r a t in g  in  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  h u m a n  n a tu r e  
- - h e  i s  in e x o r a b ly  cut off; and t h e r e f o r e  h e  i s  in w a r d ly  
h e l p l e s s  and fo r lo r n .  ^2

T h e o r ig in  of th is  m e la n c h o ly  p o r tr a i t  i s  th e  s i tu a t io n  o f M ilto n 's  

S atan  on h is  a r r iv a l  in th e  n e w l y - c r e a t e d  w o r ld . A s  S a ta n 's  g a z e  

a l t e r n a t e s  b e tw e e n  E d e n  and H e a v e n ,  h i s  lo o k s  a r e  " g r ie v 'd "  and "sad"  

(IV. 2 7 -2 8 ) .  H is  "dom ain"  i s  in d ee d  " c o n f in e d ,"  " n a r r o w ,"  and " m e la n ­

c h o ly  a s  n a rro w " ;

M e m i s e r a b l e !  w h ic h  w a y  s h a l l  I f ly  
In fin ite  w ra th ,  and in f in ite  d e s p a ir ?
W hich w a y  I f ly  i s  H e ll;  m y s e l f  a m  H ell;
And in  th e  l o w e s t  d e e p  a lo w e r  d eep  
S t i l l  th r e a t 'n in g  to  d e v o u r  m e  o p e n s  w id e ,
T o  w h ich  th e  H e l l  I s u f f e r  s e e m s  a H ea v 'n .

W hile  th ey  a d o r e  m e  on  th e  T h r o n e  of H e l l ,
W ith D ia d e m  and S c e p tr e  h ig h  a d v a n c 'd ,
T h e  lo w e r  s t i l l  I f a l l ,  on ly  S u p r e m e  
In m is e r y ;  su c h  jo y  A m b it io n  f in d s .

(P .  L , , IV. 7 3 -9 2 )

" F r o m  a l l  that i s  lo v e ly ,  d ig n if ie d ,  o r  e x h i la r a t in g  in  th e  p r o s p e c t

o f h u m an  n a tu r e ,  " S a ta n  " is  in e x o r a b ly  cut off":

B en ea th  h im  w ith  n ew  w o n d e r  now  h e  v ie w s
T o  a l l  d e l ig h t  of h u m a n  s e n s e  e x p o s 'd
In n a r r o w  r o o m  N a t u r e 's  w h o le  w e a lth ,  y e a  m o r e ,
A H e a v e n  on  E a rth :  fo r  b l i s s f u l  P a r a d i s e  
O f God the G a r d e n  w a s ,  b y  h im  in  th e  E a s t  
Of E d e n  p la n ted  . . . .

(IV. 2 0 5 -2 1 0 )

O H e l l !  w hat do m in e  e y e s  w ith  g r i e f  b e h o ld ,
Into our r o o m  o f  b l i s s  th u s  h igh  a d v a n c 't  
C r e a t u r e s  o f  o th e r  m o u ld  . . . .

(IV. 3 5 8 -3 6 0 )
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Sigh t h a te fu l ,  s ig h t  to r m e n t in g !  thus t h e s e  two  
I m p a r a d is ' t  in  on e  a n o t h e r 's  a r m s  
T he h a p p ie r  E d e n ,  s h a l l  e n jo y  th ir  f i l l  
Of b l i s s  on b l i s s ,  w h i le  I to  H e l l  a m  th r u s t ,
W h ere  n e i th e r  jo y  n o r  lo v e ,  but f i e r c e  d e s i r e ,
A m o n g  ou r  o th er  t o r m e n t s  n o t  th e  l e a s t ,
S t i l l  u n fu lf i l l 'd  w ith  p a in  o f  lo n g in g  p in e s  . . . .

{IV. 5 0 5 -5 1 1 )

" In w ard ly  h e l p l e s s  and fo r lo r n ,  " S a ta n  m a k e s  the " d e s p e r a t e  leap "

that p r o v e s  that " p o licy"  h a s  " s u r e ly  sh u t i t s e l f  a g a in s t  i t s  p r e te n d e d

m a s t e r  im p e r io u s ly  and o b s t in a te ly " :

A l l  hope e x c lu d e d  th u s ,  b e h o ld  in s te a d  
Of u s  o u t - c a s t ,  e x i l 'd ,  h is  n ew  d e l ig h t ,
M ankind c r e a te d ,  and fo r  h im  th is  W orld .
So f a r e w e l l  H op e , and w ith  H ope f a r e w e l l  F e a r ,
F a r e w e l l  R e m o r s e :  a l l  G ood to  m e  i s  lo s t ;
E v i l  be  thou  m y  G ood  . . . .

(IV. 1 0 5 -1 1 0 )

S a ta n  h a s  m a d e  th e  t y r a n t 's  c h o ic e ;  f r o m  W o r d sw o r th 's  

p o in t  of v ie w  it i s  a c h o ic e  la c k in g  both  w is d o m  and p o l i c y .  W o r d s ­

w o r th , t h e r e f o r e ,  cou ld  h a r d ly  h a v e  s h a r e d  H a z l i t t ' s  a d m ir a t io n  fo r

S a ta n 's  b o a s t  th at " T o  r e ig n  i s  w o r th  a m b it io n  th ough  in  H ell:  B e t t e r

33to  r e ig n  in  H e l l ,  th en  s e r v e  in  H eav'n"  (I. 2 6 2 -2 6 3 ) .  S a ta n 's  i n ­

t r a n s ig e n c e  in  th e  fa c e  of in s u p e r a b le  o d d s ,  w h ich  fo r  m o s t  o f  the  

R o m a n t ic s  b e c a m e  a s y m b o l  o f  c o u r a g e o u s  r e s i s t a n c e  to  ty r a n n y ,  w a s  

fo r  W o r d sw o r th  no  c r i t e r i o n  o f v ir tu e  at a l l .  A s  h e  s t a t e s  in  T he

C o n v e n t io n , " c o u r a g e  and e n t h u s ia s m  h a v e  e q u a l ly  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  the  

b e s t  and th e  w o r s t  b e in g s ,  a Satan , e q u a l ly  w ith  an A B D IE L i--a  

B O N A P A R T E  e q u a l ly  w ith  a L E O N ID A S. 1,34

T he c o n s i s t e n c y  w ith  w h ic h  T he C on ven tion  a s s o c i a t e s  

N a p o le o n  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  w ith  S a ta n  and th e  F a l l e n  A n g e ls  m a k e s
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W o r d sw o r th  a s  e l i g ib l e  a can d id ate  fo r  H a z l i t t ' s  " p o l i t ic a l  w r i te r "  a s

C o le r id g e .  T o  W o r d sw o r th 's  m in d , th e  a t r o c i t i e s  c o m m it t e d  by

N a p o le o n  in  S p a in  h a v e  h i th e r to  b e e n  know n to  m e n  o n ly  th ro u g h  the

f ic t io n s  w r i t t e n  about " r e p r o b a te  S p ir i t s" :

M e r c i l e s s  f e r o c i t y  i s  an e v i l  f a m i l ia r  to  ou r  th o u g h ts;  but  
t h e s e  c o m b in a t io n s  o f  m a le v o le n c e  h i s t o r ia n s  h a v e  not y e t  b e e n  
c a l le d  upon to  r e c o r d ;  and w r i t e r s  of f ic t io n ,  i f  th e y  h a v e  
e v e r  v e n tu r e d  to  c r e a t e  p a s s io n s  r e s e m b l in g  th e m ,  h a v e  
co n f in ed ,  out of r e v e r e n c e  fo r  the a c k n o w le d g e d  c o n s t i tu t io n  
o f  h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  t h o s e  p a s s io n s  to  r e p r o b a te  S p ir i t s .

A lth ou gh  W o r d sw o r th  m a y  h a v e  " fe lt  a c e r t a in  f a in t n e s s  c o m e  

o v e r  h is  m in d  f r o m  a s e n s e  o f  b e a u ty  and g ran d eu r"  in  M ilto n 's  i n t r o ­

d u ct io n  o f Satan , w h at he f e l t  v e r y  l ik e l y  w a s  d is m a y  and t e r r o r  o v e r  

th e  p e r v e r s i o n  of s o  m u c h  that w a s  b e a u t ifu l  and g o od . What W o r d s ­

w o r th  m u s t  h a v e  a d m ir e d  in  the " A r c h -A n g e l  ruined" w a s  the A r c h -  

A n g e l ,  not th e  ruin . O n ce  a g a in ,  a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f  C o le r id g e ,  w e  

l e a r n  w hat W o r d sw o r th  th ought of M ilto n 's  S a ta n  by  w a y  o f  w h at h e  s a y s  

about N ap o leon :

In th e  p e r s o n  of ou r  e n e m y  and h i s  c h ie f ta in s  w e h a v e  l iv in g  
e x a m p le s  how  w ic k e d  m e n  o f o r d in a r y  ta le n t s  a r e  e m b o ld e n e d  
by s u c c e s s .  T h e r e  i s  a k in d l in e s s ,  a s  th ey  f e e l ,  in  the  
n a tu re  o f  a d v a n c e m e n t ;  and p r o s p e r i t y  i s  t h e ir  G e n iu s .  B ut  
l e t  u s  know and r e m e m b e r  that th is  p r o s p e r i t y ,  w ith  a l l  the  
t e r r i b l e  f e a t u r e s  w h ic h  i t  h a s  g r a d u a l ly  a s s u m e d ,  i s  a 
c h i ld  of n o b le  p a r e n t s  - - L ib e r t y  and P h i la n th r o p ic  L o v e .
P e r v e r t e d  a s  th e  c r e a t u r e  i s  w h ich  i t  h a s  g r o w n  up to  
(r a th e r ,  in to  w h ich  it  h a s  p a s s e d ) ,  - - f r o m  no in f e r io r  s to c k  
cou ld  it  h a v e  i s s u e d .  It i s  th e  F a l l e n  S p ir i t ,  t r iu m p h a n t  in  
m i s d e e d s ,  w h ich  w a s  f o r m e r l y  a b l e s s e d  A n g e l ,  36

W o r d s w o r th 's  p o e tr y  p r o v id e s  e a r l i e r  e v id e n c e  th an  T he  

C on ven tion  o f C in tra  that W o r d sw o r th  r e g a r d e d  M ilto n 's  Satan  a s  a

ty r a n t  and l i b e r t i c i d e ,  not a h e r o ic  f r e e d o m  f ig h te r .  In th e  e a r l i e s t
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t e x t  of T h e  P r e l u d e , B o o k  X , he  d e s c r i b e s  an e n c o u n te r  b e tw e e n  

R o b e s p ie r r e  and L o u v e t ,  w ith  L o u v e t  p la y in g  A b d ie l  to  R o b e s p i e r r e ’s 

Satan:

W hen R o b e s p ie r r e ,  w e l l  know ing  fo r  w hat m a r k  
S o m e  w o r d s  o f  in d ir e c t  r e p r o o f  had b e e n  
In ten d ed , r o s e  in  h a r d ih o o d , and d a r e d  
T he M an w ho had  an  i l l  s u r m i s e  of h im  
T o b r in g  h is  c h a r g e  in  o p e n n e s s ,  w h e r e a t  
W hen a d ead  p a u se  e n s u e d ,  and no one s t i r r 'd ,
In s i l e n c e  o f  a l l  p r e s e n t ,  f r o m  h i s  s e a t  
L o u v e t  w a lk e d  s in g ly  th ro u g h  th e  a v en u e  
And to o k  h i s  s ta t io n  in  th e  T r ib u n e ,  s a y in g  
'I, R o b e s p ie r r e ,  a c c u s e  t h e e ! '  T is  w e l l  know n  
What w a s  th e  i s s u e  o f th at c h a r g e ,  and how  
L o u v e t  w a s  l e f t  a lo n e  w ith ou t su p p o rt  
Of h is  i r r e s o l u t e  F r ie n d s  . . . .

(1805: X. 9 1 -1 0 3 )

A b d ie l  a l s o  ta k e s  a s in g le  s ta t io n  in  an o t h e r w is e  s i l e n t  a u d ie n c e  to  

a c c u s e  Satan  "in  a f la m e  o f  z e a l  s e v e r e "  (P .  L . , V. 8 0 3 -8 0 7 ) ,  a lth ough  

"his  z e a l  N on e  seco n d ed "  (8 4 9 -8 5 0 ) :  "The f la m in g  Seraph"  i s  " f e a r ­

l e s s ,  th ou gh  a lo n e  E n c o m p a s s 'd  round w ith  f o e s ,  " and he a n s w e r s  

"bold" (8 7 5 -8 7 6 ):

A m o n g  the f a i t h l e s s ,  fa ith fu l o n ly  h ee;
A m o n g  in n u m e r a b le  f a l s e ,  u n m o v 'd ,
U n sh a k 'n , u n se d u c 'd ,  u n te r r i f i 'd

T hough s in g le .
(8 9 7 -9 0 3 )

W o r d s w o r th  in t r o d u c e s  c h a n g e s  into  h is  f in a l  v e r s i o n  o f th e  L o u v e t  

in c id e n t  that s h a r p e n  th e  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  of L o u v e t  

and M ilto n 's  of A b d ie l .  H e  ad op ts  M ilto n 's  u s e  o f  an a d j e c t iv e  fo r  an  

ad verb : " L o u v et  w a lk e d  s in g le "  (1850: X . I l l )  in s te a d  o f  " s in g ly "  

(1805: X, 98). He e m p h a s iz e s  L o u v e t ' s  b o ld n e s s ;  and for  L o u v e t ' s  

" ir r e s o lu t e  F r ie n d s"  (1805: X. 103) he  s u b s t i t u te s  " m en  Who to
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t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  fa ls e "  (1850: X. 1 1 9 -1 2 0 ) ,  in  c o n s o n a n c e  w ith  M ilto n 's  

s t r e s s  on th e  f a l s e n e s s ,  ra th e r  th an  th e  i r r e s o lu t i o n ,  o f  th o se  w ho fa i l  

to  su p p o rt  A b d ie l .  W o r d sw o r th  a l s o  p ic k s  up the  note  of p e r i l  im p l ie d  

in  A b d ie l ' s  a ttitude: " U n sh ak 'n , u n se d u c 'd ,  u n t e r r i f i 'd " ; and, ju s  t a s

M ilto n  r e i t e r a t e s  th e  i s o la t io n  o f  A b d ie l ' s  p o s i t io n ,  so  d o e s  W o r d s ­

w orth:

T he one b o ld  m a n , w h o s e  v o ic e  the a t ta c k  had so u n d ed ,
W as le f t  w ith out a f o l lo w e r  to  d is c h a r g e  
H is  p e r i lo u s  duty, and r e t i r e  la m e n t in g  
T hat H e a v e n 's  b e s t  a id  i s  w a s t e d  upon m e n  
Who to  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  f a l s e .  ^7

(1850: X. 1 1 6 -1 2 0 )

A s  W o r d sw o rth  c o n t in u e s  h is  a c co u n t  o f  h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  

R e v o lu t io n a r y  F r a n c e  h e  o n c e  a g a in  d ra w s  on M ilto n 's  Satan , h e r e  

to  c h a r a c t e r i z e  the h y p o c r i s y  o f  ty r a n n y .  B r i t a in ' s  e n tr y  in to  the  

w a r  a g a in s t  F r a n c e  h a s  g iv e n  R o b e s p ie r r e  fu r th e r  " e x c u se "  for  

a t r o c i t i e s :

In F r a n c e ,  the  M en  who fo r  th e ir  d e s p e r a t e  ends  
H ad p lu ck 'd  up m e r c y  by  the ro o ts  w e r e  g lad  
O f th is  n ew  e n e m y .  T y r a n ts  s tr o n g  b e fo r e  
In d e v i l i s h  p le a s  w e r e  ten  t i m e s  s t r o n g e r  now ,
And th us b e s e t  w ith  F o e s  on e v e r y  s id e
The g o a d e d  L and  w a x 'd  m ad; the c r i m e s  of few
S p r e a d  in to  m a d n e s s  o f  the m a n y , b la s t s
F r o m  h e l l  c a m e  s a n c t i f ie d  l ik e  a i r s  f r o m  h e a v e n  . . . .

(1805: X . 3 0 8 -3 1 5 )

Satan , to o ,  m u s t  "pluck  up m e r c y  by  the r o o t s ,  " m u s t  s a n c t i fy  h is

" d e v i l i s h  d eed s"  w ith  the " T y r a n t 's  p le a .  " T he s ig h t  of A d a m  and

E v e  f i l l s  h im  w ith  "w onder" fo r  th e ir  b ea u ty  and g r a c e ;  he  cou ld

" love"  t h e m  fo r  th e ir  " D iv in e  r e s e m b la n c e " ;  h e  is  not th e ir

" p u rp o s 'd  foe" and cou ld  "pity" t h e m  though he is  " u n p it ied ."  But



)

i ' 127

the e x ig e n c i e s  o f  w a r  r e q u ir e  that Satan  e x t ir p a te  h i s  f e e l in g s  o f  a d ­

m ir a t io n ,  lo v e ,  and p ity . If " H ell  s h a l l  u n fo ld  . . . h e r  w id e s t  G ates"  

to  " en ter ta in "  A d a m  and E v e ,  th ey  a r e  to  "T hank h im  w ho p u ts  m e  

lo a th  to th is  r e v e n g e  On you  w ho w ro n g  m e  not fo r  h im  w ho w rong'd"

(P .  L ., IV. 3 5 8 -3 8 7 ) .  And M ilto n  c o m m e n ts  on the " s a n c t i f i e d  . . . 

a ir s"  o f th is  " b la s t  f r o m  h e ll" :

So  sp a k e  the F ie n d ,  and w ith  n e c e s s i t y ,
T he T y r a n t 's  p le a ,  e x c u s 'd  h is  d e v i l i s h  d e e d s .

(P .  L . , IV. 3 9 3 -3 9 4 )

In the 1805 v e r s i o n  o f  T he P r e lu d e  the id e n t i f ic a t io n  of  

R o b e s p ie r r e  w ith  S a tan  i s  s p e c i f i c .  R o b e s p ie r r e  " w ie ld e d  the s c e p t r e  

of the a t h e i s t  c rew "  (X. 4 5 8 ) .  M ilto n  c a l l s  the r e b e l l io u s  a n g e ls  "T he  

A th e is t  c rew "  (P .  L . , VI. 370). R o b e s p ie r r e  i s  th e  " c h ie f  R egen t"  

o f  " th is  fou l T r ib e  of M oloch "  (X. 4 6 9 -4 7 0 ) ;  M ilto n 's  d e s c r ip t io n  of  

M o lo ch  m a k e s  h is  n a m e  the m o s t  p e r t in e n t  m e ta p h o r  fo r  R o b e s p i e r r e ' s  

in f a m ie s :

F i r s t  M o lo c h ,  h o r r id  King b e s m e a r ' d  w ith  b lo o d  
Of h u m a n  s a c r i f i c e ,  and p a r e n ts '  t e a r s ,
T hough fo r  the n o i s e  o f  D r u m s  and T im b r e l s  lo u d  
T h ir  c h i ld r e n 's  c r i e s  u n h ea rd , that p a s s ' d  th ro u g h  f i r e  
T o h is  g r im  Idol.

(P .  L . , I. 3 9 2 -3 9 6 )
38A fte r  1832, W o r d sw o r th  r e m o v e d  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  to  Satan  and  

M o lo ch  f r o m  th is  p a s s a g e  on R o b e s p i e r r e ' s  a t r o c i t i e s  { P r e l .  , 1805:

X. 3 0 8 -3 1 5 ) ,  p r e s u m a b ly  b e c a u s e  N a p o le o n  had r e p la c e d  R o b e s p ie r r e  

in  W o r d s w o r th 's  m in d  a s  the m o s t  s u ita b le  ca n d id a te  fo r  S a ta n 's  

r e g e n c y .

Satan  a p p e a r s  a g a in  and a g a in  in  W o r d s w o r th 's  p o e t r y  a s
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th e  p r o to ty p e  of N a p o le o n ic  ty r a n n y .  H is  so n n e t  on th e  S p a n ish

G u e r i l la s  (1811) h a i l s  t h e s e  b r a v e  m e n  who f ig h t  l ik e  M il to n 's  fa ith fu l

A n g e ls  a g a in s t  th e  S a ta n ic  F oe:

T h ey  s e e k ,  a r e  sought; to  d a i ly  b a t t le  le d ,
S h r in k  not, th ough  fa r  o u tn u m b e re d  by  t h e ir  F o e s ,
F o r  th ey  h a v e  l e a r n t  to o p en  and to c lo s e  
T h e r id g e s  of g r i m  w a r  . . . .^ 9

A r r a y e d  a g a in s t  t h e ir  " gra n d  F oe"  (P .  L . , VI. 149, 559) M ilto n 's

a n g e ls  a r e  " e x p e r t

When to a d v a n ce ,  or  s tan d , o r  tu rn  the s w a y  
Of B a t t le ,  o p en  w h en , and w h en  to c l o s e  
T h e r id g e s  o f  g r i m  W ar • no thought o f  f l ig h t ,
N on e of r e t r e a t  . . . .

(VI. 2 3 4 -2 3 7 )

In an "O de, " P o e m s  D e d ic a te d  to  N a t io n a l  In d ep en d en ce  and

L i b e r t y , XXVIII (1816) , N a p o le o n ic  F r a n c e  i s  a d r a g o n  who c a r r i e s

S a ta n 's  s p e a r  and s h ie ld :

I m a r k e d  th e  b r e a th in g s  o f  h e r  d r a g o n  c r e s t :
M y S o u l,  a s o r r o w f u l  in t e r p r e t e r ,
In m a n y  a m id n ig h t  v i s io n  b o w ed  
B e f o r e  the o m in o u s  a s p e c t  o f  h e r  sp e a r ;
W h eth er  m ig h ty  b e a m , in  s c o r n  up held ,
T h r e a te n 'd  h e r  f o e s ,  - - o r ,  p o m p o u s ly  at r e s t ,
S e e m e d  to b i s e c t  h e r  o rb ed  s h ie ld ,
A s s t r e t c h e s  a b lu e  b a r  o f  s o l id  c lo u d  
A c r o s s  the s e t t in g  su n  and a l l  the f i e r y  w e s t .

(2 1 -2 9 )

We ca n  id e n t ify  the s p e a r  and s h ie ld  a s  S a ta n 's  f r o m  a MS. v a r ia n t

41o f  An E v en in g  W alk, w r i t t e n  in  1794;

J u s t  w h e r e  a c lo u d  a b o v e  the m o u n ta in  r e a r s  
An e d g e  a l l  f la m e ,  the b r o a d e n in g  su n  a p p e a r s ;
A  lon g  b lu e  b a r  i t s  a e g i s  o r b d iv id e s ,
And b r e a k s  th e  sp r e a d in g  of i t s  g o ld e n  t id e s ;
Such the d ark  s p e a r  that c r o s s e d  the su n b ro a d  s h ie ld  
Of S atan  s tr id in g  o ' e r  the e m p y r e a l  f ie ld .
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T he T h a n k sg iv in g  O d e , w r i t te n  and p u b l is h e d  in  1816 , c o n ­

t in u e s  th e  im p l ie d  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f S atan  and N a p o leo n :

l e s s  th an  p o w e r  unbounded co u ld  not ta m e  
T hat s o u l  o f  E v i l - - w h i c h ,  f r o m  H e l l  l e t  l o o s e ,
Had f i l l e d  th e  a s t o n is h e d  w o r ld  w ith  su c h  a b u se  
A s  b o u n d le s s  p a t ie n c e  on ly  c o u ld  e n d u re  . . . .

(9 4 -9 7 )

T h e  a l lu s io n  i s  c o m p le x  and s u b t le ,  fo r  it  r e c a l l s  the Satan  o f P a r a ­

d i s e  L o s t  w ho, p o w e r fu l  and tr iu m p h a n t ,  ca n  a s t o n i s h  A d a m  and E v e  

and the S a tan  o f P a r a d i s e  R e g a in e d  w ho, w e a k e n e d  and u l t im a t e ly  

d e fe a te d ,  i s  h i m s e l f  a s t o n i s h e d  by  th e  s in g u la r  e n d u ra n ce  o f  J e s u s '  

" b o u n d le s s  p a t ie n c e .  "

In 1845, W o r d sw o r th  add ed  fou r  l i n e s  to th e  T h a n k sg iv in g  Ode, 

e x te n d in g  th e  p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  N a p o le o n  and Satan:

A s  s p r in g s  th e  l io n  f r o m  h is  den,
A s  f r o m  a f o r e s t - b r a k e
U p s ta r t s  a g l i s t e r i n g  s n a k e ,  ^

T h e  b o ld  A r c h - d e s p o t  r e - a p p e a r e d  . . . .
( 1 4 5 - 1 4 8 )

In the s a m e  y e a r ,  he  d ic ta te d  a n ote  to  I s a b e l la  F e n w ic k  e x p la in in g

"the v ie w  ta k en  o f  N a p o le o n 's  c h a r a c t e r "  in  t h i s  p oem :

T he v ie w  ta k en  o f  N a p o le o n 's  c h a r a c t e r  and p r o c e e d in g s  
i s  l i t t l e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  th at ta k en  b y  s o m e  
h i s t o r ia n s  and c r i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  I a m  g la d  and  
p ro u d  o f th e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  and t r u s t  that th is  s e r i e s  
o f  p o e m s ,  in f in i t e ly  b e lo w  th e  s u b j e c t  a s  th ey  a r e ,  
w i l l  s u r v iv e  to  c o u n t e r a c t ,  in  u n s o p h is t ic a t e d  m in d s ,  
th e  p e r n ic io u s  and d e g r a d in g  t e n d e n c y  o f t h o s e  v ie w s  
and d o c t r in e s  that l e a d  to th e  id o la tr y  o f  p o w e r ,  a s  p o w e r ,  
and, in  that f a l s e  sp le n d o u r  to  l o s e  s ig h t  o f  i t s  r e a l  
n a tu re  and c o n s t i tu t io n  a s  it  o f ten  a c t s  fo r  the g r a t i ­
f ic a t io n  o f i t s  p o s s e s s o r  w ith out r e f e r e n c e  to  a b e n e ­
f i c ia l  e n d - - a n  in f i r m i t y  that h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  m e n  of  
a l l  a g e s ,  c l a s s e s ,  and e m p lo y m e n t s ,  s in c e  N im r o d  
b e c a m e  a m ig h ty  h u n ter  b e f o r e  the L o rd . 43



130

H e m ig h t  h a v e  added w ith  eq u a l p r id e  that th e  v ie w  o f  Satan  th at th is

p o e m  im p l i e s  w a s  e q u a l ly  " l i t t le  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  that ta k e n  by  s o m e "

w r i t e r s  and " c r i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h e r s "  of h is  t im e .

A lth ou gh  s o m e  th ir ty  y e a r s  s e p a r a t e d  C o le r id g e ' s  S t a t e s m a n 's

M anual f r o m  W o r d sw o r th 's  T h a n k sg iv in g  O de n o te ,  it  i s  c l e a r  that

t h e ir  a n a ly s i s  of N a p o le o n  is  id e n t ic a l ,  the p r o d u c t  o f  t h e ir  m u tu a l

d i s c u s s i o n s  in  the e a r ly  y e a r s  o f  t h e ir  f r ie n d s h ip .  One n e e d  on ly

r e m a r k  the c l o s e  r e s e m b la n c e  o f C o le r id g e ' s  s ta te m e n t:

. . . t h e s e  a r e  the m a r k s  [" p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly "  and " s u b l im e ly  
e m b o d ie d  in  the Satan  o f  . . . P a r a d i s e  L o s t " ]  that h a v e  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  the m a s t e r s  of m i s c h i e f ,  the l i b e r t i c i d e s  and  
m ig h ty  h u n te r s  of m an k in d , f r o m  N im r o d  to  N a p o le o n

to W o r d sw o r th 's :

. . . in f ir m it y  that h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  m e n  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  
c l a s s e s ,  and e m p lo y m e n t s ,  s in c e  N im r o d  b e c a m e  a m ig h ty  
h u n ter  b e fo r e  the L o r d

44to r e c o g n iz e  that on th is  q u e s t io n  a t l e a s t  th ey  n e v e r  d i s a g r e e d .

If both W o r d s w o r th  and C o le r id g e  sa w  a d ir e c t  l in e  of d e s c e n t  f r o m

S atan  to  N im r o d  to  N a p o le o n ,  th e  g e n e o lo g y  o f  m u r d e r ,  o p p r e s s io n ,

and ty r a n n y  by  w h ich  th e y  a r e  r e la t e d  can  b e  t r a c e d  b a ck  to P a r a d i s e  

45L o s t . M ilto n 's  N im r o d  is  the h u m a n  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  h is  Satan  in

e v e r y  im p o r ta n t  d e ta il :  N im r o d  i s  o f  "proud a m b it io u s  h e a r t ,  "

s e e k in g  u n m e r i t e d  d o m in io n  o v e r  h i s  b r o th e r s ;  h e  i s  a d e s t r o y e r  of

p e a c e ,  a v io la t o r  of n a t u r e ' s  la w , a h u n ter  and o p p r e s s o r  o f  m en :

Of p rou d  a m b it io u s  h e a r t ,  who not con ten t  
W ith fa ir  e q u a li ty ,  f r a t e r n a l  s t a t e ,
W ill  a r r o g a t e  D o m in io n  u n d e s e r v 'd  
O v e r  h is  b r e th r e n ,  and q u ite  d i s p o s s e s s  
C on cord  and la w  of N a tu re  f r o m  the E arth;
Hunting (and M en not B e a s t s  s h a l l  be h is  g a m e )



131

With W ar and h o s t i l e  s n a r e  su ch  a s  r e f u s e  
S u b jec t io n  to h is  E m p ir e  ty ran n ou s:
A m ig h ty  H unter  th en ce  he  s h a l l  be  s ty l 'd  
B e f o r e  the L o rd ,  a s  in d e s p i te  of H e a v 'n  . . . .

(XII. 2 5 -3 4 )

What i s  s u g g e s t i v e ,  in th is  d e s c r ip t io n ,  o f  an id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f N im r o d

and Satan , M ilto n  m a k e s  m o r e  e x p l ic i t  in h is  a c co u n t  of the c o n -

s tr u c t io n  of the T o w e r  o f B a b e l .  T h is  s y m b o l  of the e x c e s s e s  o f

h u m a n  p r id e  and a m b it io n  h a s ,  in  v e r y  l i t e r a l  t e r m s  , its  o r ig in s  in

H ell;  N im r o d  finds

T h e  P la in ,  w h e r e in  a b la c k  b itu m in o u s  g u r g e  
B o i l s  out f r o m  un d er  grou n d , the m ou th  of H ell;
Of B r ic k ,  and of that s tu ff  th ey  c a s t  to b u ild  
A C ity  and T o w 'r ,  w h o s e  top m a y  r e a c h  to H eav'n;
And g e t  t h e m s e lv e s  a n a m e ,  l e s t  fa r  d i s p e r s t  
In f o r e ig n  L a n d s  th ir  m e m o r y  be lo s t ,
R e g a r d le s s  w h e th e r  good  o r  e v i l  fa m e .

(XII. 4 0 - 4 7 )

W o rd sw o rth  d o e s  not note  n or  c o m m e n t  upon t h e s e  p a s s a g e s

w h ich  w e r e  o f  su c h  in t e r e s t  to h im  and C o le r id g e .  He d o e s  m a r k

w ithout c o m m e n t  one l in e  in  A d a m 's  r e m a r k s  on the m e a n in g  of

N im r o d 's  s tory :

O e x e c r a b le  Son so  to a s p ir e  
A b o v e  h is  B r e th r e n ,  to h i m s e l f  a s s u m in g  
A u th o r ity  u s u r p t ,  f r o m  God not giv'n: x
He g a v e  us on ly  o v e r  B e a s t ,  F i s h ,  F o w l  
D o m in io n  a b so lu te ;  that r igh t  w e  h o ld  
B y h i s  donation; but M an o v e r  m e n  
He m a d e  not L ord ; su c h  t i t l e  to h i m s e l f  
R e s e r v in g ,  h u m a n  le f t  f r o m  h u m a n  fr e e ,
But th is  U s u r p e r  h is  e n c r o a c h m e n t  proud  
S ta y s  not on  Man; to God h i s  T o w e r  in ten d s  
S ie g e  and d e f ia n ce :  W r etch ed  m an !

(XII. 6 4 -7 4 )

We h a v e  h e r e  an in t e r e s t in g  in d ic a to r  o f  W o r d sw o r th 's  m eth o d  in  

m a rk in g  and c o m m e n t in g  upon the p a s s a g e s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  that

e x e r t e d  s ig n i f ic a n t  in f lu e n c e s  on h i s  th inking and on h is  p o e tr y .
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A lth ou gh  h e  m a r k s  the l in e  that e m p h a s i z e s  in  c a p s u le  f o r m  the  

s ig n i f i c a n c e  of the N im r o d  s t o r y ,  the s t o r y  (XII. 2 5 -3 4 ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

A d a m 's  r e m a r k s  upon it (6 4 - 7 4 ) ,  tu rn  up in  W o r d s w o r th 's  p o e tr y  a s  

e a r ly  a s  1796.

N im r o d 's  p r id e  l e a d s  h im  to " a r r o g a te  D o m in io n  u n d e s e r v 'd  

O v e r  h is  b r e th r e n .  " B y  hunting  and d e s t r o y in g  m e n , he  v io la t e s  

n a t u r e ' s  la w  and u s u r p s  " A u th o r ity  . . . f r o m  God not g iv 'n ,  " w ho  

" gave  u s  on ly  o v e r  B e a s t ,  F i s h ,  F o w l D o m in io n  a b s o lu te .  " In T he  

B o r d e r e r s , O sw a ld  j u s t i f i e s  m u r d e r  in  a s o p h is t i c a l  r e v e r s a l  o f  th is  

poin t of v ie w ,  p e r v e r t in g  in s a ta n ic  fa s h io n  th e  s a m e  t e r m s  o f a r g u m e n t  

for  o p p o s it e  p u r p o se s ;  a b r o g a t io n  of h u m an  r ig h ts  and f r e e d o m  ta k e s  on  

the s a n c t i f i e d  a ir  of an  e x t e n s io n  of h u m an  fr e e d o m ;  to  u s u r p  th e  la w  

o f  n a tu re  i s ,  l ik e  Satan, to  " o v e r le a p  a l l  bound" (P . L . , IV. l 8 l ) - - t o  

h a v e  the p o w e r ,  a s  W o r d sw o r th  n o te s  in  h is  f i r s t  m a n u s c r ip t  n o te  on  

Satan, that cannot be " fa c i l i t a te d  o r  o b s tr u c te d "  by the d e v ic e s  n e e d e d  

by m en;

M u rd er !  - - w h a t ' s  in  the w o rd !
I h ave  no c a s e s  by  m e  r ea d y  m ad e  
To f i t  a l l  d e e d s  . . . .

yo u  o f la t e  h a v e  s e e n  
M o re  d e e p ly ,  taught us that the in s t i t u te s  
Of N a tu r e ,  by  a cunning u s u r p a t io n  
B a n is h e d  f r o m  h u m a n  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  e x i s t  
O nly in ou r  r e la t io n s  to  th e  b r u te s  
T hat m a k e  th e  f i e ld s  th e ir  d w e ll in g .  If a sn a k e  
C ra w l f r o m  b e n ea th  o u r  f e e t  w e do not a s k  
A l i c e n s e  to d e s t r o y  h im : our good  g o v e r n o r s
H ed g e  in  th e  l i f e  o f  e v e r y  p e s t  and p lagu e  
T hat b e a r s  the sh a p e  of m an; and fo r  w h at p u r p o se ,
But to  p r o te c t  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  e x t ir p a t io n ?  - -  
T h is  f l i m s y  b a r r i e r  y o u  h a v e  o v e r le a p e d .

(1 5 7 1 -1 5 8 5 )

A m on g  the P o e m s  D e d ic a te d  to  N a t io n a l  In d ep en d en ce  and  

L ib e r ty  i s  a so n n e t  (1827) that t r a c e s  N a p o le o n ic  ty ra n n y  b ack  to i t s  

o r ig in s  in  Satan  and h is  h u m an  c o u n te r p a r t ,  N im r o d .  R a p h a e l c a l l s



133

Satan the "proud A s p ir e r "  (P .  L . , VI. 8 9 -9 0 ) ;  A d a m  u s e s  the s a m e

t e r m  to c h a r a c t e r i z e  N im r o d 's  c r i m e s ,  "O e x e c r a b le  Son  s o  to  a s p ir e

A b ove  h i s  B re th ren "  {XII. 6 4 -6 5 ) ;  and W o r d sw o r th  u s e s  the " r a sh

Spirit"  of both " A sp ir a n ts "  to e x p o s e  the tr u e  c h a r a c t e r  of N a p o leo n ;

Go b a c k  to  an tiq u e  a g e s ,  i f  th in e  e y e s  
T he g en u in e  m ie n  and c h a r a c t e r  w o u ld  t r a c e  
Of th e  r a s h  S p ir i t  th at s t i l l  h o ld s  h e r  p la c e ,
P r o m p t in g  the w o r ld 's  a u d a c io u s  v a n i t i e s  !
Go b ack , and s e e  the T o w e r  o f B a b e l  r is e ;
T he p y r a m id  e x te n d  i t s  m o n s t r o u s  b a s e ,
F o r  s o m e  A s p ir a n t  of ou r  s h o r t - l i v e d  r a c e ,
A n x io u s  an a e r y  n a m e  to  im m o r t a l i z e .

S ee  the f i r s t  m ig h ty  H u n ter  le a v e  th e  b r u t e - -  
T o c h a s e  m an k in d , w ith  m e n  in  a r m i e s  p a ck ed  
P o r  h is  f i e l d - p a s t i m e  h ig h  and a b s o lu t e ,  ^

' \  W h ile ,  to  d i s lo d g e  h i s  g a m e ,  c i t i e s  a r e  sa c k e d !

T h e r e  i s  on e  m o r e  p a s s a g e  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  that p r o v id e s  a

l in k  b e tw e e n  W o r d s w o r th 's  c o n c e p t io n  o f  Satan  and h i s  th ou gh ts  on

l ib e r t y  and ty ra n n y . It i s  the e n c o u n te r  b e tw e e n  G a b r ie l  and Satan

a f t e r  Satan h as  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  tem p tin g  the  s le e p in g  E v e  w ith  a

d r e a m  fo r e sh a d o w in g  th e  a c tu a l te m p ta t io n .  Satan  m a k e s  m o t io n s

th re a te n in g  co m b a t w hen  G a b r ie l  c a l l s  h is  a t ten t io n  to the " g o ld en

S c a le s"  that God h a s  su s p e n d e d  in  th e  sk y  a s  a s ig n  th at r e s i s t a n c e

w il l  be u s e l e s s  (IV. 9 8 8 -1 0 0 4 ) .  W o r d sw o rth  m a r k s  on e  l in e  w ith ou t

com m en t:

fo r  p r o o f  lo o k  up,
A nd r ea d  thy L o t in  yon  c e l e s t i a l  S ign
W here  th ou  a r e  w e ig h 'd ,  and sh ow n  how l ig h t ,  how  w ea k ,
If thou r e s i s t .  T h e  F ie n d  lo o k t  up and knew  
H is  m o u n ted  s c a l e  a lo ft;  n o r  m o r e ,  but f l e d  x  
M u rm u r in g , and w ith  h im  f le d  the s h a d e s  o f  n igh t.

(IV. 1010 -1 0 1 5 )

W o rd sw o rth  u s e s  the  f ig u r e  o f  the s c a l e s  to  a s s e s s  the s t r e n g th s  of

47l ib e r t y  and ty ra n n y  at the b eg in n in g  and to w a r d  the end of N a p o le o n 's
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c a r e e r .  In The  P r e l u d e ,  B ook  X (1805: 7 9 2 - 7 9 7 ) ,  h e  d e s c r i b e s  the

c o n s e q u e n c e s  to h u m a n  f r e e d o m  o f  F r a n c e ' s  e a r l y  f o r a y s  of  con q u es t :

And now,  b e c o m e  O p p r e s s o r s  in  t h e i r  turn,
F r e n c h m e n  had ch a n g ed  a w a r  of s e l f - d e f e n c e  
F o r  one  o f  c o n q u e s t ,  l o s i n g  s ig h t  o f  a l l  
Which th ey  had s t r u g g l e d  for; and m o u n te d  up,
O penly ,  in  the v i e w  of e a r t h  and h e a v e n ,
T he  s c a l e  of L i b e r t y .  I r e a d  h e r  d o o m  . . . .  48

In 181 6 , W o r d s w o r th  h a i l s  the  f in a l  d e fe a t  o f  N a p o le o n  in his

T h a n k s g i v in g  O d e . H e r e ,  a l th ough  the  n a t io ns  a l i g n e d  a g a i n s t  N a p o le o n

a r e  e q u a l ly  w e ig h e d  in t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  to ty ra n n y ,  the p r i v i l e g e  of

e f f e c t in g  N a p o l e o n ' s  f inal d e fe a t  f a l l s  to E n g la n d  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  l o n g -

e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a d i t io n s  o f  l ib er ty :

A l l  S t a te s  h a v e  g l o r i f i e d  t h e m s e l v e s ; - - t h e i r  c l a i m s  
A r e  w e i g h e d  by P r o v i d e n c e ,  in b a l a n c e  even;
And now,  in  p r e f e r e n c e  to the m i g h t i e s t  n a m e s ,
To  T h e e  the  e x t e r m i n a t i n g  s w o r d  i s  g iv e n .
D r e a d  m a r k  o f  ap p ro b a t io n ,  j u s t l y  g a in ed !
E x a l t e d  o f f i c e ,  w o r t h i ly  s u s t a in e d !

( 1 5 5 - 1 6 0 )

T h e  l a s t  four  l i n e s  s e e m  to e c h o  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  (VI. 7 0 0 - 7 1 6 )  w h e r e  

God t e l l s  h i s  Son that He h a s  " o r d a in 'd  . . . that  the  G lo r y  . . .  Of  

ending th is  g r e a t  War" in  H e a v e n  s h a l l  fa l l  to  Him ; and to e f f e c t  th i s ,  

God g i v e s  H is  "Bow  and T h u n d er  . . . A l m i g h t y  A r m s  . . . and Sword"  

to  H is  Son. The  " m i g h t i e s t  n a m e s "  of  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  l i n e s  m a y  r e c a l l  

that su ch  n a m e s  as  M ic h a e l  and G a b r i e l  h a v e  for  the p r e v i o u s  two da y s  

fought with Satan  and h i s  f o r c e s  and t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h s  h a v e  

r e m a i n e d  "in b a l a n c e  e v en .  " S a ta n 's  f ina l  d e fe a t  h a s  b e e n  r e s e r v e d  to 

the  Son who h a s  " ju s t ly  ga ined" th is  "d read  m a r k  of ap p rob at ion"  and  

who l a t e r  " w o r th i ly  s u s t a in s "  it.

W o r d s w o r th  i s  a l m o s t  p e r v e r s e l y  s i l e n t  on the g r a n d e u r  of  

Sa ta n 's  in t r o d u c t io n  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,  the d e s c r i p t i o n  that brough t  "a
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c e r t a i n  f a in tn e s s"  o v e r  h i s  m in d  " f r o m  a s e n s e  o f  b e a u t y  and grandeur."

He m a r k s  the fo l lo w in g  l i n e s  in B o o k  I, w ithout  c o m m e n t :

T hus  Satan ta lk in g  to h i s  n e a r e s t  Mate  
With H ead  u p - l i f t  ab ove  the  w a v e ,  and E y e s  
That s p a r k l i n g  b l a z ' d x . . . .

( 1 9 2 - 1 9 4 )

In the m o s t  quoted  s e g m e n t  o f  S a t a n ' s  p o r t r a i t ,  W o r d s w o r t h  p l a c e s  an  

a s t e r i s k  o v e r  what a p p e a r s  to  be  the m o s t  in s i g n i f i c a n t  w o r d  in  the  

e n t i r e  p a s s a g e ?

he a b o v e  the r e s t  
In shap e  and g e s t u r e  p rou d ly  e m in e n t  
Stoo^ l ik e  a T o w 'r ;  h i s  f o r m  had not  y e t  l o s t  
A l l  h e r  O r ig in a l  b r i g h t n e s s ,  n o r  a p p e a r 'd  
L e s s  than A r c h - A n g e l  ruin 'd, and t h 1 e x c e s s  
Of G lo r y  o b s c u r 'd :  A s  w h e n  the Sun new r i s ' n  
L o o k s  throu gh  the  h o r iz o n t a l  m i s t y  A i r  
S h o rn  of  h i s  B e a m s  . . . .

( 5 8 9 - 5 9 6 )

And he u n d e r l i n e s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the F a l l e n  A n g e l s  H a z l i t t  quoted  in

h i s  e s s a y  on M il ton  to  i l l u s t r a t e  what  he  c o n s i d e r e d  S a ta n 's  m o s t

49a d m i r a b l e  qu a l i ty ,  h i s  a d h e r e n c e  to p r in c ip le :

and f r o m  E t e r n a l  S p le n d o r s  flung  
F o r  h is  r e v o l t ,  y e t  fa ithful how  t h ey  s to o d ,
T h ir  G lo r y  w i th e r 'd .  A s  w h en  H e a v e n ' s  F i r e  
Hath s c a t h 'd  the F o r e s t  O a ks ,  o r  M ounta in  P i n e s ,
With s in g e d  top th ir  s t a t e l y  g r o w th  though b a r e  
Stands  on the b l a s t e d  Heath.

( 6 1 0 - 6 1 5 ;  u n d e r l in e  W. ’s)

We r e q u i r e  no c o m m e n t  f r o m  W o r d sw o r th  to u n d e r s ta n d  why  

he w a s  a f f e c t e d  by  the sp a r k l in g  b l a z e  o f  S a t a n 's  e y e s .  We h a v e  the  

r ight  to w o n d er ,  h o w e v e r ,  that the p r o s a i c  w o r d  "her" sh ou ld  be  the  

one w o r d  that caught  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  a t t en t io n  in the l i n e s  on  Sa tan 's  

f o r m  and that  h i s  m in d  cou ld  be d iv e r t e d  by s o  p e d e s t r i a n  a d e ta i l  f r o m  

s o  s u b l i m e  a d e s c r i p t i o n .  W o r d s w o r th  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  not ing  the c u r io u s  

fac t  that S a ta n 's  f o r m  has  a f e m in in e  g e n d e r .  He no doubt knew that
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M il to n  had u s e d  the f e m in in e  p ronou n  to po in t  up h i s  L a t in a te  u s a g e  of

the  w o r d  "form " s o  that in  f o r m a  he  cou ld  c o n v e y  the  c o m b in e d  id e a s

of f ig u r e  and beauty .  But  the u s e  of E n g l i s h  w o r d s  in  t h e i r  L a t in a t e

m e a n i n g s  i s  a c o m m o n p l a c e  in M ilton ,  and th is  i n s t a n c e  o f  h i s  p r a c t i c e

i s  s u r e l y  l e s s  n o t e w o r t h y  than o t h e r s .  What w e  can  p e r h a p s  s h a r e  w ith

W o r d s w o r th  i s  the s e n s e  o f  i n c o n g r u i t y  i n s p i r e d  by  the a s c r i p t i o n  of  a

fe m in in e  a t tr ib u te  to m a s c u l i n e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  s u c h  s u p e r h u m a n  g ra n d e u r ,

W o r d s w o r t h  h i m s e l f  e m p l o y e d  a f i g u r e  in  T he  C onvent ion  of  C intra  in

w h ich  the w o r d  "soul"  u s e d  in  the  s e n s e  of  a n im a  h as  f e m i n i n e  g e n d e r

but m a s c u l i n e  v i g o r ,  p o w e r ,  and dignity:

. . . the v ig o u r  of  the h u m a n  s o u l  i s  f r o m  w ithout  and f r o m  
fu tu r i ty ,  - - i n  b r e a k in g  down l i m i t ,  and l o s i n g  and  
fo r g e t t in g  h e r s e l f  in  the s e n s a t i o n  and i m a g e  of Country  
and of  the h u m a n  ra ce ;  and, w hen  s h e  r e t u r n s  and i s  m o s t  
r e s t r i c t e d  and conf in ed ,  h e r  d ig n i ty  c o n s i s t s  in the  
c o n t e m p la t io n  of a b e t t e r  and m o r e  e x a l t e d  b e in g ,  w h ich ,  
though p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  h e r s e l f ,  sh e  l o v e s  and i s  
d e v o te d  to a s  to a n o th er .  50

The d i s c o n c e r t i n g  co n ju n c t io n  of "his" and "her" a s  m o d i f i e r s  

of  the s a m e  noun i s  m o r e  s t r i k i n g l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  in At V a l l a m b r o s a  

(M e m o r i a l s  Of A T o u r  In I ta ly ,  1 8 3 7 , XVIII). H e r e  aga in ,  W o r d s w o r th  

u t i l i z e s  "Spirit" in  the s e n s e  of a n i m a ; as  in  M i l to n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  

S a ta n 's  " f o r m ,  " the f e m in in e  noun h a s  m a s c u l i n e  q u a l i t i e s  of s u p e r ­

h u m a n  " g r a n d e u r .  " E v e n  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  the fac t  that it i s  

M il to n ' s  "Spirit" that W o r d s w o r th  i s  d e s c r ib i n g :

h i s  S p ir i t  i s  h ere ;
In the  c l o u d - p i e r c i n g  r o c k s  doth h e r  g r a n d e u r  ab id e ,
In the p in e s  po in t ing  h e a v e n w a r d  h e r  beau ty  a u s t e r e  . . . .

(1 1 . 1 0 -1 2 )

What w e  m a y  h a v e  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  s t r a n g e  n o ta t ion  of so  f a m o u s  a 

p a s s a g e  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  i s  h i s  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e  of a d v e r t in g  to the
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a u t h o r i ty  o f  M i l to n  to j u s t i f y  a u s a g e  o f  h i s  ow n that m a y  be  q u e s t io n a b le .  

T h is  s e e m s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  of  the i l l u s t r a t i o n  in At V a l l a m b r o s a  w h e r e  

the a s s u m p t i o n  that S a t a n ’s m a s c u l i n e - f e m i n i n e  "form " p r o v id e d  the  

m o d e l  fo r  M i l to n ' s  m a s c u l i n e - f e m i n i n e  "Spirit" i s  e n f o r c e d  by the  

m e t a p h o r  of  the p ine  that M i l ton  o f t en  u s e s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  Satan and  

h i s  f o l l o w e r s  and that W o r d s w o r t h  e m p l o y s  a g a in  in  a p o e m  on

51M i l t o n - - a  po int  to be  d i s c u s s e d  m o r e  fu l ly  l a t e r  in  th i s  c h a p ter .  We

s h o u ld  a l s o  r e m a r k  that,  a l though W o r d s w o r t h  t a k e s  no n o t i c e  of

M i l t o n ' s  c o n c lu d in g  s i m i l e  in  th i s  p a s s a g e - - t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  of S a ta n 's

o b s c u r e d  g l o r y  w ith  the a p p e a r a n c e  of  the su n  p e e r i n g  th rou gh  a

h o r i z o n t a l  bar  of  m i s t y  a i r - - t h i s  f i g u r e  r e m a i n s  in  h i s  m in d  and f inds

i t s  w a y  into tw o  p o e m s ,  A n  E v en in g  Walk  and the  "Ode" on N a p o le o n ic  

52F r a n c e ,  s e p a r a t e d  in  t i m e  of c o m p o s i t i o n  by  s o m e  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r s .

A lth ough  W o r d s w o r t h  did not  s h a r e  H a z l i t t ' s  i d o l a t r y  of Satan

and N a p o le o n ,  the d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  F a l l e n  A n g e l s ,  quoted by H a z l i t t

and u n d e r l i n e d  by W o r d s w o r th ,  m a d e  an e q u a l l y  d e e p  i m p r e s s i o n  on

h im .  T h is  i m a g e  of b a t t e r e d  e n d u r a n c e  a p p e a r s  in  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y

a s  e a r l y  a s  1791:

T he  u n im a g in a b le  to u ch  of  t i m e  
Or s h o u ld e r in g  ren d  had s p l i t  w i th  ruin  deep  
T h o s e  t o w e r s  that s t a t e l y  s to o d ,  a s  in t h e i r  p r i m e ,
T hough s h a t t e r e d  s to o d  o f  u n d im i n i s h e d  h e igh t ,
And p lu m e d  t h e i r  h e a d s  w ith  t r e e s  that s h o o k  

b e f o r e  the night.  53
( 6 6 - 7 0 )

He u s e s  it a g a in  in  an u n f in i sh e d  s o n n e t  on M i l ton  (1 8 0 6 - 7 ?  ):

A m i d  the  d a r k  c o n t r o l  o f  l a w l e s s  s w a y  
A m b i t i o n ' s  r i v a l r y ,  fa n a t ic k  h a te ,
And v a r i o u s  i l l s  that s h o o k  the u n s e t t l e d  State ,
The d a u n t l e s s  B a r d  p u r s u e d  h i s  s tu d io u s  way,
Not  m o r e  h i s  lo f t y  g e n iu s  to d i s p l a y  
Than r a i s e  and d ign i fy  o u r  m o r t a l  date ,
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And s in g  the  b l e s s i n g s  w h ic h  the  J u s t  aw ait  
That Man m ig h t  h e n c e  in  h u m b le  hop e  o b e y .
T h u s  on a r o c k  in  N o r w a y ' s  b l e a k  d o m a in  
N a tu r e  i m p e l s  the s t a t e l y  P i n e  to  grow;
S t i l l  he  p r e s e r v e s  h i s  f i r m  m a j e s t i c  [ r e ig n ]
And r e s t l e s s  O c e a n  d a s h e s  a l l  b e lo w .

E r n e s t  de  S e l i n c o u r t  r e f e r s  u s  to  the  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  S a t a n ' s  s p e a r

54(P .  L . , I. 292ff .  ) f o r  the s o u r c e  of  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  s i m i l e  o f  the  pine:

H is  S p e a r ,  to  eq u a l  w hich  the t a l l e s t  P i n e  
H e w n  on N o r w e g i a n  h i l l s ,  to be  the  M a st  
O f s o m e  g r e a t  A m m i r a l ,  w e r e  but a  wand,
He w a lk t  w ith  to s u p p o r t  u n e a s y  s t e p s  
O v e r  the burn ing  M a r l  . . . .

But  W o r d s w o r t h  i s  no doubt c o m b in in g  t h i s  f i g u r e  w ith  the s i m i l e  that  

i l l u s t r a t e s  the d a u n t l e s s  f i d e l i t y  of the  F a l l e n  A n g e l s  to t h e i r  c a u s e ,  

g iv in g  g r e a t e r  e m p h a s i s  to  the  l a t t e r .  In the  o n e  in s t a n c e ,  the  t a l l e s t  

p in e  d w in d le s  to  a m e r e  w and so  that S a t a n ' s  s p e a r  m a y  be  m a g n i f i e d ;  

in the  o t h e r ,  the  p ine  a c q u i r e s  g r e a t e r  s t a t u r e  by c o m p a r i s o n  with  

S a t a n ' s  f o l l o w e r s .  And s i n c e  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p u r p o s e  i s  to e x a l t  

M ilton ,  the l i n e s  he  h i m s e l f  u n d e r l i n e d  s e e m  m o r e  a p p l i c a b le .  We m a y  

w o n d e r  that W o r d s w o r t h  u s e s  an i m a g e  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  Satan to  

d e s c r i b e  Milton: i s  th i s  an  in d ic a t io n  that h e  s h a r e d  B l a k e ' s  b e l i e f  

that M i l to n  w a s  of S a t a n ' s  par ty?  The e n t i r e  t e n o r  of the p o e m  c o n ­

t r o v e r t s  su ch  an  i n f e r e n c e .  The  " s t a t e l y  P i n e , "  that M i l to n  i s ,  h a s  

not b e e n  "scath 'd"  b y  " H e a v e n ' s  F i r e " ;  i t s  "g lory"  i s  not "w ither 'd";

i t s  " s t a t e l y  growth" p r e s e r v e s  i t s  " f i r m  m a j e s t i c  re ign";  s t o r m  and

55t u r b u le n c e  a r e  "all  b e lo w .  " T h i s  i s  a p i c t u r e  o f  S a t a n ' s  f o l l o w e r s  

b e f o r e  r e b e l l i o n  had d i m m e d  t h e i r  g lo r y .

T h e r e  i s  a p a s s a g e  in  An E v e n in g  Walk  (1793)  that s e e m s  to  

show  the in f lu e n c e  o f  S a ta n 's  s p a r k l in g  e y e  and the p i n e - l i k e  s t a t e l i n e s s  

of  S a t a n ' s  f o l l o w e r s  in a p a r o d ic  m o o d  w e  w o u ld  l e a s t  e x p e c t  f r o m  a
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p o e t  w ho had no r e p u ta t io n  fo r  h u m o r .  E m i l e  L e g o u i s  s u g g e s t s  a m o r e

d i r e c t  s o u r c e  for  the  p a s s a g e  in  R o s s e t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  c o c k  in
/

L ' A g r i c u l t u r e  ou  L e s  G e o r g i q u e s  F r a n c a i s e s , and the  r e s e m b l a n c e s

56s e e m  in d is p u t a b le .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  t e m p t in g  to  b e l i e v e  that t h e r e

w a s  a b r i e f  m o m e n t  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  youth  w h en  h i s  im a g i n a t i o n  did

not fa int b e f o r e  the b e a u t y  and s u b l i m i t y  of  S a t a n ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n - - w h e n

h e  cou ld  a d o r n  a b a r n y a r d  ty ra n t ,  in r a r e  C h a u c e r ia n  p l a y f u l n e s s  and

s u r p r i s i n g  i r r e v e r e n c e  fo r  M i l to n ' s  s u b l i m i t i e s ,  w ith  a l l  the m a j e s t y

and g r a n d e u r  o f  S a ta n  and the  F a l l e n  A n g e l s :

S w e e t l y  f e r o c i o u s  round h i s  n a t iv e  w a l k s ,
G a z 'd  b y  h i s  s i s t e r - w i v e s ,  the  m o n a r c h  s ta lk s ;
S p u r - c l a d  h i s  n e r v o u s  fe e t ,  and f i r m  h i s  t r e a d ,
A c r e s t  o f  p u r p le  to p s  h i s  w a r r i o r  h ead .
B r i g h t  s p a r k s  h i s  b l a c k  and h a g g a r d  e y e - b a l l  h u r l s  
A fa r  h i s  ta i l  he  c l o s e s  and u n fu r ls  ;
W h o se  s t a t e ,  l ik e  p i n e - t r e e s ,  w a v in g  to and fro ,
D r o o p s  , and o ' e r  c a n o p i e s  h i s  r e g a l  b r o w ,
On t ip to e  r e a r ' d  h e  b lo w s  h i s  c l a r i o n  th ro a t ,
T h r e a t e n ' d  b y  f a in t ly  a n s w e r i n g  f a r m s  r e m o t e .

(1 2 9 - 1 3 8 )

If we ca n  e n t e r t a i n  the s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  p a ro d y ,  our  m in d s  

rebound in a m e r r y  v o l l e y  f r o m  " s i s t e r - w i v e s "  to  S a t a n ' s  d a u g h t e r -  

w ife ;  f r o m  the  c o c k ' s  " n e r v o u s  feet"  to S a t a n 's  " u n e a s y  s t e p s  O v e r  the  

bu rn ing  M arl"  (P .  L . , I. 2 9 5 - 2 9 6 ) ;  f r o m  the " b la ck  and h a g g a r d  e y e ­

ball"  that " h u r l s  . . . F r i g h t  s p a r k s "  to S a t a n 's  " E y e s  That  sp a r k l in g  

b la z 'd "  (I. 1 9 3 - 1 9 4 )  o r  S a t a n ' s  " ba le fu l  e y e s "  that  "round he  th ro w s"

(1. 56); f r o m  the  " ta i l  . . . W hose  s ta te "  i s  " l ik e  p i n e - t r e e s "  to 

S a t a n ' s  f o l l o w e r s  w h o s e  s t a n c e  i s  l ik e  the " s t a t e l y  growth" of  

"M ountain  P i n e s "  (I. 6 1 0 - 6 1 5 ) ;  f r o m  the " c l a r i o n  throat"  w h o s e  ca l l  

i s  " T h r e a te n 'd  by  fa in t ly  a n s w e r i n g  f a r m s  r e m o t e "  to S a t a n 's  c a l l  " so  

loud ,  that  a l l  the h o l l o w  D e e p  Of H e l l  r e so u n d e d "  (I. 3 1 4 - 3 1 5 ) .

It w ou ld  be in c o n s o n a n t  w ith  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  u s u a l l y  s e r i o u s  

n a tu r e  to  c o n c lu d e  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  on s u c h  a note  of l e v i t y .  We can



139

poet  who had no rep u ta t io n  f o r  h u m o r .  E m i l e  L e g o u i s  s u g g e s t s  a m o r e

d ir e c t  s o u r c e  for  the  p a s s a g e  in R o s s e t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  c o c k  in
/

L 'A g r i c u l t u r e  ou E e s  G e o r g i q u e s  F r a n c a i s e s , and the  r e s e m b l a n c e s

56s e e m  in d isp u ta b le .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  it  i s  t e m p t in g  to b e l i e v e  that t h e r e

w a s  a b r i e f  m o m e n t  in  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  youth  w h e n  h i s  im a g i n a t i o n  did

not faint b e f o r e  the b ea u ty  and s u b l i m i t y  o f  S a ta n 's  i n t r o d u c t i o n - - w h e n

he could a d o rn  a b a r n y a r d  tyran t ,  in  r a r e  C h a u c e r ia n  p l a y f u l n e s s  and

s u r p r i s i n g  i r r e v e r e n c e  for  M i l to n ' s  s u b l i m i t i e s ,  w ith  a l l  the m a j e s t y

and g r a n d e u r  of  Sa tan  and the F a l l e n  A n g e l s :

S w e e t ly  f e r o c i o u s  round h i s  n a t iv e  w a lk s ,
G a z 'd  by  h i s  s i s t e r - w i v e s ,  the m o n a r c h  s t a lk s ;
S p u r - c l a d  h is  n e r v o u s  f e e t ,  and f i r m  h i s  t r e a d ,
A c r e s t  o f  p u rp le  to p s  h i s  w a r r i o r  head .
B r ig h t  s p a r k s  h i s  b l a c k  and h a g g a r d  e y e - b a l l  h u r l s  
A far  h i s  ta i l  h e  c l o s e s  and u n fu r l s  ;
W h ose  s t a t e ,  l ik e  p i n e - t r e e s  , w a v in g  to  and fro ,
D r o o p s  , and o ' e r  c a n o p ie s  h i s  r e g a l  b r o w ,
On t ip toe  r e a r ' d  he  b l o w s  h i s  c l a r i o n  th ro a t ,
T h r e a t e n 'd  by fa in t ly  a n s w e r i n g  f a r m s  r e m o t e .

(1 2 9 - 1 3 8 )

If we can  e n t e r t a i n  the s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  p a r o d y ,  our  m in d s  

rebound in a m e r r y  v o l l e y  f r o m  " s i s t e r - w i v e s "  to S a t a n ' s  d a u g h t e r -  

wife; f r o m  the c o c k ' s  " n e r v o u s  fee t"  to S a ta n 's  " u n e a s y  s t e p s  O v e r  the  

burning Marl" (P .  L. , I. 2 9 5 -2 9 6 ) ;  f r o m  the " b la ck  and h a g g a r d  e y e ­

ball" that " h u r l s  . . . B r i g h t  s p a r k s "  to S a t a n ' s  " E y e s  That  s p a r k l in g  

blaz 'd" (I. 1 9 3 -1 9 4 )  or  S a t a n ' s  " b a le fu l  e y e s "  that "round he th ro w s "

(I. 56); f r o m  the "ta i l  . . . W h ose  s ta te"  i s  " l ik e  p i n e - t r e e s "  to 

S a ta n 's  f o l l o w e r s  w h o s e  s t a n c e  i s  l i k e  the  " s t a t e l y  growth" of  

"Mountain  P i n e s "  (I. 6 1 0 -6 1 5 ) ;  f r o m  the " c l a r i o n  throat"  w h o s e  c a l l  

i s  " T h r e a ten 'd  by fa in t ly  a n s w e r i n g  f a r m s  r e m o t e "  to S a ta n 's  c a l l  " so  

loud, that al l  the h o l lo w  D e e p  Of H e l l  r e so u n d e d "  (I. 3 1 4 - 3 1 5 ) .

It would be in c o n so n a n t  w i th  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  u s u a l l y  s e r i o u s  

n a tu re  to c o n c lu d e  th is  d i s c u s s i o n  on s u c h  a note  of l e v i t y .  We can
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r e t u r n  to  g r a v e r  m a t t e r s  w ith  the  r e m a i n i n g  p a s s a g e  c o n c e r n in g

Satan  and the F a l l e n  A n g e l s  that W o r d s w o r t h  m a r k s  w ithout  c o m m e n t .

M i l to n  i s  d e s c r i b i n g  the r e s p o n s e  o f  S a ta n 's  H o s t  to h i s  p la n  for

m a n k in d 's  d e s tr u c t io n :

Thus  th e y  th ir  doubtful c o n s u l t a t i o n s  dark  
E n d ed  r e j o i c i n g  in  t h e i r  m a t c h l e s s  Chief:
A s  w h e n  f r o m  m o u n t a in  to p s  the  d u sk y  c lo u d s  
A s c e n d i n g ,  w h i le  the N o r t h  w ind  s l e e p s ,  o ' e r s p r e a d  
H e a v 'n ' s  c h e e r f u l  f a c e ,  the  l o w ' r i n g  E l e m e n t  
S c o w l s  o ' e r  th e  d a r k 'n  'd l a n t s k ip  Snow, o r  sh o w 'r ;
If c h a n c e  the rad ian t  Sun with f a r e w e l l  s w e e t  
E x te n d  h is  e v 'n in g  b e a m ,  the f i e l d s  r e v i v e ,
The b i r d s  th ir  n o t e s  r e n e w ,  and b le a t i n g  h e r d s  
A t t e s t  th ir  joy ,  that h i l l  and v a l l e y  r in g s .

(II. 4 8 6 - 4 9 5 )

T h e s e  l i n e s  h a v e  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  a p p e a l  to W o r d s w o r t h  a s  an

57e x a m p l e  o f  the n a tu r a l  s u b l i m e  and of "that  c o n t r a s t  that i s  s o

5 8s t r ik in g  in  Milton .  " T h e y  a l s o  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i th  r e g a r d  to h i s  

id e a s  of  good and e v i l ,  of f r e e d o m  and ty r a n n y .  In the  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

S on n ets  W o r d s w o r th  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  the s t r u g g l e  fo r  r e l i g i o u s  

f r e e d o m ,  and he r e c o r d s  a " R e c o v e r y "  (Sonnet VII) f r o m  " P e r s e c u t i o n "  

(Sonnet VI):

A s ,  w hen  a s t o r m  hath c e a s e d ,  the  b i r d s  r e g a i n  
T h e i r  c h e e r f u l n e s s ,  and b u s i l y  r e t r i m  
T h e i r  n e s t s ,  or  chant  a g r a tu la t in g  h y m n  
T o the b lu e  e t h e r  and b e s p a n g l e d  plain;
E v e n  s o ,  in m a n y  a r e - c o n s t r u c t e d  fan e ,
H ave  the s u r v i v o r s  o f  th is  S t o r m  r e n e w e d  
T h e i r  h o l y  r i t e s  w i th  v o c a l  gra t i tu d e :
And s o l e m n  c e r e m o n i a l s  t h e y  o r d a in  
To c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  g r e a t  d e l i v e r a n c e ;
M o s t  f e e l i n g l y  i n s t r u c t e d  'm id  t h e i r  f e a r - -  
That p e r s e c u t i o n ,  b l ind w i th  r a g e  e x t r e m e ,
M ay not the l e s s ,  th ro u g h  H e a v e n ' s  m i l d  c o u n t e n a n c e ,
E v e n  in h e r  ow n d e s p i t e ,  both f e e d  and c h e e r ;
F o r  a l l  th in gs  a r e  l e s s  d rea d fu l  than t h ey  s e e m .  59
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A b b e y  F i n d l a y  P o t t s  t r a c e s  the  d i c t i o n  o f  th is  s o n n e t  to F u l l e r ' s

Church  H i s t o r y  and E u s e b i u s ' s  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  H i s t o r y , w h i le

de S e l i n c o u r t  s u g g e s t s  P a r a d i s e  R e g a i n e d  (IV. 4 3 2 - 4 3 8 )  a s  a s o u r c e

60for  the f i r s t  fo u r  l in e s :

And now  the  Sun w ith  m o r e  e f f e c t u a l  b e a m s  
Had c h e e r ' d  the f a c e  o f  E a r t h ,  and d r i e d  the  w e t  
F r o m  d ro o p in g  p lant  o r  dropp ing  t r e e ;  the  b i r d s  
Who a l l  th in g s  now b e h o ld  m o r e  f r e s h  and g r e e n ,
A f t e r  a n ight  of s t o r m  s o  r u in o u s ,
C le a r 'd  up t h e i r  c h o i c e s t  n o t e s  in  b u sh  and s p r a y  
T o  g r a t u la t e  the  s w e e t  r e t u r n  o f  m o r n .

I s u g g e s t  the  p a s s a g e  m a r k e d  o f f  by  W o r d s w o r t h  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  a s  a

m o r e  l i k e l y  s o u r c e  for  the s o n n e t ,  not on ly  fo r  the s i m i l e  w i th  w h ich

th ey  both  b e g in  but for  o t h e r  p a r a l l e l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  w e l l .  Both

op en  w ith  the M i l to n ic  " A s  w h e n ."  T h e y  d e s c r i b e  the c l e a r i n g  of a

s t o r m ,  not a m o r n in g  a f t e r  a s t o r m .  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  p a r t i c u l a r i z e s  a

" ra d ia n t  sun" e x te n d in g  "h is  e v 'n in g  b ea m "  o v e r  a "dark 'n 'd

la n t sk ip " ;  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  " b e s p a n g l e d  plain" i m p l i e s  su c h  deta i l ;

w h e r e a s  P a r a d i s e  R e g a i n e d  d o e s  not  s p e c i f y  the  e f f e c t s  of the

r e e m e r g e n t  Sun. T he  s e t t in g  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t  i s  the n e w l y - c o n s t r u c t e d

P a n d e m o n iu m ;  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  s o n n e t  it  i s  a " r e - c o n s t r u c t e d  fane";

in P a r a d i s e  R e g a i n e d  it is  a w i l d e r n e s s .  M i l to n ' s  F a l l e n  A n g e l s  h a v e

i m a g i n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  the v i c t i m s  of " p e r s e c u t i o n ,  b l ind  w ith  r a g e

e x t r e m e " ;  th i s  i s  the  t r u e  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  fo r  the  C h r i s t ia n s  in

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e m .  The C h r i s t i a n s '  fa i th  in  God h a s  c o n v in c e d  t h e m

that " th ings  a r e  l e s s  d rea d fu l  than  t h e y  s e e m " ;  the F a l l e n  A n g e l s '

d e c i s i o n  to r e v e n g e  t h e m s e l v e s  on God h a s  b ro u g h t  t h e m  to the  s a m e

c o n c l u s i o n .  What i s  truth  fo r  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  C h r i s t i a n s ,  p r o v e s  to  be

d e l u s i o n  fo r  M i l t o n ' s  F a l l e n  A n g e l s ,  for  God b r i n g s  g o o d  out of t h e i r
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e v i l  and g r e a t e r  m i s e r y  out of  t h e i r  d e l u s i v e  joy .  W o r d s w o r t h  h i m s e l f  

e f f e c t s  a g o d l ik e  r e v e r s a l  by t r a n s p o s i n g  the  d e l u s i v e  " r e c o v e r y "  of  

the  F a l l e n  A n g e l s  to the r e a l  " R e c o v e r y "  of  the  p io u s  C h r i s t ia n s ;  he  

b r i n g s  g ood  out  of e v i l  and r e s t o r e s  joy  to t h o s e  who r ig h t ly  m e r i t  it.

We c a n  a g r e e  with  D e  Q u in cey ,  a f t e r  th i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  n o t e s  on Satan,  that "nothing could  l e s s  

i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s u p e r i o r i t y .  11 T a k e n  by t h e m s e l v e s ,  th e y  

a r e  no t r u e  in d i c a t o r  of  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  i n t e r e s t  in,  o r  c o n c e p t io n  of, 

M il to n ' s  Satan. T h e y  do p r o v i d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a m o s t  v a lu a b le  

B a e d e k e r  fo r  e x p lo r in g  a v i e w  of Satan  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p o e t r y  and  

p r o s e  that d o e s  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  s u p e r i o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g .  T h e y  h a v e  l e d  

u s  to the  d i s c o v e r y  that e a r l y  a s  w e l l  a s  l a te  in h i s  l i f e  W o r d s w o r th  

g r a s p e d  M i l to n ' s  p u r p o s e  in h i s  p o r t r a i t  of Satan, and that he  and  

C o l e r i d g e  w e r e  p o s s i b l y  unique  in t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  in the e a r l y  p a r t  of  

the  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .

How s t r a n g e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that the on ly  f o r th r ig h t  a p p r a i s a l  of

S a t a n ' s  c h a r a c t e r  that w e  h a v e  f r o m  W o r d sw o r th  c o m e s  sec o n d h a n d

f r o m  L a d y  R i c h a r d s o n ' s  r e p o r t  of  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  t o w a r d  the end  of

W o r d s w o r t h ' s  l i f e  w h e n  the  S a t a n i s t  c o n t r o v e r s y  w a s  at a highpoint:

. . .  he  thought  [ D r .  A r n o ld ]  w a s  m i s t a k e n  in the  
p h i lo s o p h y  o f  h i s  v i e w  o f  the d a n g e r  of M i l to n ' s  Satan  
b e in g  r e p r e s e n t e d  w ithout  h o r n s  and h o o f s ;  that M i l to n ' s  
c o n c e p t io n  w a s  a s  t r u e  a s  it w a s  grand; that  m a k in g  s i n  
u g ly  w a s  a c o m m o n - p l a c e  n o t io n  c o m p a r e d  with  m a k in g  
it  b e a u t i fu l  o u t w a r d ly ,  and in w a r d ly  a h e l l .  It a s s a i l e d  
e v e r y  f o r m  o f  a m b i t io n  and w o r l d l i n e s s ,  the  f o r m  in  
w h ic h  s i n  a t t a c k s  the h i g h e s t  n a t u r e s .  61
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o r ig .  pub. 1839; c i t ed  by C alv in  H u ck a b y ,  "T he  S a t a n i s t  C o n t r o v e r s y  
of the N in e t e e n t h  C entury ,  " S tu d ie s  in E n g l i s h  R e n a i s s a n c e  L i t e r a t u r e , 
ed. Waldo F .  M c N e i r  (Baton R o u g e ,  1962) ,  p. 200.

18 Huckaby,  pp. 1 9 7 - 2 1 0 ,  m a k e s  no m e n t io n  o f  W o r d s w o r t h  or  
C o l e r i d g e  in  h is  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the  o r i g i n s  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of the  
c o n t r o v e r s y .  He c r e d i t s  W a l te r  S a v a g e  L a n d o r  and John W i l so n  with  
b e in g  the f i r s t  c r i t i c s  in  the  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  to s e e  the e r r o r  of  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  Satan a s  the  h e r o  o f  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  a l th ough ,  as  B e n j a m i n  
T. San key ,  Jr .  p o in ts  out,  " C o l e r i d g e  on M i l to n ' s  S a t a n ,"  PQ ,  XLI  
(1962) ,  5 0 4 - 5 0 8 ,  C o l e r i d g e ' s  v i e w  of Sa tan  a s  the p r o to t y p e  of  e v i l  
and ty r a n n y  w a s  m a d e  publ ic  a s  e a r l y  a s  1809.  S a n k e y  m a k e s  no  
m e n t io n  of  W o r d s w o r th ,  n o r  d o e s  J a m e s  G. N e l s o n ,  The  S u b l im e  
Pu ri tan:  M i l ton  and the V i c t o r i a n s  (M a d iso n ,  1963) in  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  
of  the o r i g i n s  o f  the c o n c e p t  of  Satan  a s  F a u s t i a n  h e r o ,  pp. 6 1 - 7 0 .

1 9" M a r r i a g e  of  H e a v e n  and H e l l ,  " The C o m p l e t e  W r i t in g s  of  
W il l ia m  B l a k e , ed. G e o f f r e y  K e y n e s  (N ew  Y ork ,  1957),  p. 150;
W i l l i a m  H a z l i t t ,  "On S h a k e s p e a r e  and M i l to n ,  " pp. 8 3 - 8 7 .

20 "On the  D e v i l ,  and D e v i l s ,  " T he  P r o s e  W o r k s  of  P e r c y  
B y s s h e  S h e l l e y , ed. H a r r y  B u x to n  F o r m a n  (London, 1880) ,  II, 3 8 8 - 3 9 0 .  
T h is  e s s a y ,  w h ic h  w a s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  in  1839,  a c t u a l l y  s e t  
up in type  but n e v e r  p u b l i s h e d  ( F o r m a n ' s  no te ,  H, 382),  e c h o e s  
S h e l l e y ' s  s t a t e m e n t s  in  h i s  D e f e n s e  o f  P o e t r y  and h i s  P r e f a c e  to 
P r o m e t h e u s  Unbound,  but g o e s  b e y o n d  t h e m  in u n q u a l i f i e d  a d m i r a t i o n  
for  Satan a s  r e b e l - h e r o  and in the  doubts  e x p r e s s e d  a s  to  M i l to n ' s  
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .

^*See  San key ,  p. 505.

22 E s s a y s  on H is  Own T i m e s ,  ed. S a ra  C o le r id g e  (London,
1850) ,  II, 6 5 7 - 6 5 8 .



1*5

23 " A p p en d ix  A ,  " T h e  S t a t e s m a n ' s  M a n u a l , P o l i t i c a l  T r a c t s  o f  
W o r d s w o r th ,  Co l e r id g e  and S h e l l e y , ed. R, J. White  ( C a m b r i d g e ,  1953) ,  
p. 34.

^ " O n  S h a k e s p e a r e  and M i l to n ,"  p. 87.

25 L e c t u r e  X of the 1818 s e r i e s ,  C o l e r i d g e ' s  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  
C r i t i c i s m ,  ed. T h o m a s  M. R a y s  or  (London,  1936) ,  p. 163; i t a l i c s  
C. 's .  On s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  C o l e r i d g e  u s e d  the  s i m i l e  o f  a v u l t u r e  
to c o n v e y  N a p o l e o n ' s  p r e d a t o r y  n a tu re ;  i t s  o r i g i n  in  M i l to n ' s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of Satan  on h i s  a r r i v a l  in  the n e w l y - c r e a t e d  w o r ld ,  "bent  
on h i s  prey"  ( P. L. , III. 4 3 1 - 4 4 1 )  i s  e v id e n t .  In the B io g r a p h i a  
L i t e r a r i a ,  I, 1 4 5 - 1 4 6 ,  C o l e r i d g e  d i s c u s s e s  N a p o l e o n ' s  o r d e r  for  h i s  
a r r e s t  w h i l e  h e  w a s  in I ta ly  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  a r t i c l e s  in the  M o rn in g  P o s t , 
l a t e r  the C o u r ier :  " L ik e  a t r u e  v u l t u r e ,  N a p o le o n  w i th  an e y e  not l e s s  

t e l e s c o p i c ,  and w ith  a t a s t e  e q u a l ly  c o a r s e  in h i s  ra v in ,  cou ld  d e s c e n d  
f r o m  the m o s t  d a z z l in g  h e ig h t s  to p o u n c e  on the l e v e r e t  in  the b r a k e ,  
or e v e n  on the  f i e l d - m o u s e  a m id  the  g r a s s .  " M i l t o n ' s  " V ultur  on  
Im a u s  bred" who s c e n t s  h i s  p r e y  o f  " L a m b s  or  y e a n l in g  kids"  a c r o s s  
co n t in en ts  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  the s o u r c e  o f  N a p o l e o n ' s  " t e l e s c o p i c "  e y e  
that r e a c h e s  a c r o s s  c o n t in e n t s  to p o u n c e  l ik e  a v u l t u r e  on C o l e r i d g e .  
C o le r id g e  u s e s  the  f i g u r e  a g a in  in a l e t t e r  to L a d y  B e a u m o n t ,
A p r i l  3, 1815,  G r i g g s ,  IV, 5 6 4 -5 6 5 ;  " . . .  at the  i l l u m i n a t i o n  for  
the p e a c e  I f u r n i s h 'd  a d e s i g n  for  a f r i e n d ' s  T r a n s p a r e n c y - - a  v u l t u r e  
w ith  the H ead  of N a p o le o n  c h a in e d  to  a rock";  the b le n d in g  o f  the  
P r o m e t h e a n - S a t a n i c  m e t a p h o r s  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o p p o s i t e  to  H a z l i t t ' s  
m a k e s  C o l e r i d g e ' s  v i e w  of M i l to n ' s  Satan in c o n t r o v e r t i b l y  c l e a r .

2 fiG r i g g s  III: L e t t e r s  to D a n ie l  Stuart ,  D e c .  6 , 14, 28,  1808
and Jan. 23,  1809,  pp. 135, 142, 151, 169; to T. G. S t r e e t ,
D e c .  7, 1808,  p. 137.

27 G r i g g s  HI: L e t t e r s  to D a n ie l  S tuart ,  Jan.  3, 8 and M ay  2,
1809,  pp. 160,  164, 2 0 5 - 2 0 6 ;  to B a s i l  M ontagu ,  Jan. 7, 1809,
pp. 16 1 —162; to T h o m a s  P o o l e ,  F e b .  3, 1809,  p. 174; to H e n r y  Crabb
R o b in so n ,  Nov .  18, 1811, p. 348.

2ft
G r i g g s , IH, 174.

^ L e t t e r  to  T h o m a s  W. S m ith ,  June 22,  1809 ,  G r i g g s ,  HI,
21 6 , T h i s  i n t e r c o m m u n i o n  p r o d u c e d  not  on ly  an a f f in i ty  o f  i d e a s  
r e g a r d in g  N a p o le o n  and M i l t o n ' s  Satan, but a jo in t  u s e  o f  a M i l to n ic  
p r o s e  s t y l e  to c o n v e y  t h o s e  i d e a s .  C o l e r i d g e  p o in t s  to W o r d s w o r t h ' s  
M il to n ic  s t y l e  with  p r i d e ,  L e t t e r  to T h o m a s  P o o l e ,  Jan.  12,  1810,  
G r i g g s ,  III, 273: " . . .  l e t  any m a n  w o r t h y  of that n a m e ,  c o n t e m p l a t e  
W i l l i a m  W o r d sw o r th ,  l e t  h i m  only  r e a d  h i s  P a m p h l e t ,  a s s u r e d l y  the  
g r a n d e s t  p o l i t i c o - m o r a l  w o r k  s i n c e  M i l t o n ' s  D e f e n s i o  Pop .
A n g l i c ................. " S ou th ey ,  on the o th e r  hand,  found W o r d s w o r t h ' s
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M il t o n ic  s t y l e  an i m p e d i m e n t  to the  p a m p h l e t ’s e f f e c t i v e n e s s :  "I
im p u te  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  want  o f  p e r s p i c u i t y  to  tw o  c a u s e s ,  - - h i s  a d m i ­
r a t io n  of  M i l t o n ' s  p r o s e ,  and h is  h a b i t  o f  d ic ta t in g  i n s t e a d  of  
w rit in g :  . . .  he  g o e s  on, u n c o n s c i o u s  e i t h e r  o f  the l e n g t h  of  the  
s e n t e n c e ,  o r  the d i f f i c u l t y  a c o m m o n  r e a d e r  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  find in  
f o l l o w i n g  i t s  m e a n i n g  to the end, and u n r a v e l l i n g  a l l  i t s  in v o lu t io n s" ;  
s e e  L e t t e r  to W a lte r  Sco t t ,  Ju ly  30,  1809,  T he  L i f e  and C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
of  R o b e r t  S o u t h e y , ed. C h a r le s  C uth bert  S o u they  (London,  1 8 4 9 - 1 8 5 0 ) ,  
III, 2 4 6 - 2 4 7 ;  a l s o  S o u t h e y ' s  r e v i e w  o f  T h e  C o n v en t io n  of  C in tra  in  T he  
E c l e c t i c  R e v i e w , Ju ly  1809, c i t e d  in  E l s i e  S m ith ,  An E s t i m a t e  of  
W i l l i a m  WorcJFworth B y  H is  C o n t e m p o r a r i e s  1 7 9 3 - 1 8 2 2  (Oxford ,  1932),  
pp. 1 1 4 - 1 1 7 .  C o l e r i d g e  w a s  s u b j e c t  to  the s a m e  c r i t i c i s m  on h is  own  
e s s a y s ,  and in  a n s w e r  to  T h o m a s  P o o l e ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  that he w r i t e  in a 
m o r e  p o p u la r  s t y l e  l ik e  A d d i s o n ' s  in  T h e  S p e c t a t o r , C o l e r i d g e  r e p l i e s  
Jan.  28,  1810,  G r i g g s ,  III, 281: " . . .  i t  m u s t  be  e v id e n t  to you,  
that t h e r e  i s  a c l a s s  of  T hough ts  & F e e l i n g s  . . . w h ic h  it w ou ld  be  
i m p o s s i b l e  to c o n v e y  in  the  m a n n e r  of  A d d i s o n  . . . .  R ead  fo r  
i n s t a n c e  M i l to n ' s  p r o s e  t r a c t s ,  and o n ly  t r y  to c o n c e i v e  t h e m  
t r a n s l a t e d  into  the s t y l e  o f  T he  S p e c t a t o r - - o r  the f i n e s t  p a r t s  of  
W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p a m p h le t .  " L a m b  a g r e e s  w ith  C o l e r i d g e  on the  M i l to n ic  
s t a t u r e  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p a m p h le t ;  L e t t e r  of Oct .  30,  1809, T he  
W orks  o f  C h a r le s  and M a r y  L a m b , ed. E . V. L u c a s ,  VI: L e t t e r s  
1 7 9 6 - 1 8 2 0  (London,  1905) ,  404: "Its p o w e r  o v e r  m e  w a s  l ik e  that  
w h ic h  M i l to n ' s  p a m p h l e t s  m u s t  h a v e  had  on h is  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  who  
w e r e  tuned to  th em .  What a p i e c e  of p r o s e ! "

30 Knight,  I, 237.

31 R. J. White in  h is  in t r o d u c t io n  to P o l i t i c a l  T r a c t s  o f  
W o r d s w o r th ,  C o l e r i d g e  and S h e l l e y , pp. x x x i - x x x i i ,  c o n c l u d e s  that  
W o r d s w o r t h  "adopted p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  v i e w  o f  B o n a p a r t e ,  " e x p r e s s e d  by  
C o l e r i d g e ,  "and w a s  e v e n  p r e p a r e d  to a t t r ib u te  to h i m  the adop t ion  of  
e v i l  a s  a p r i n c i p l e .  "

32Knight,  I, 2 1 6 - 2 1 7 .

3 3 "On S h a k e s p e a r e  and M i l t o n ,"  pp. 8 4 - 8 6 .

3 4 Knight,  I, 129.

35Knight ,  I, 137.

3 6Knight,  I, 2 2 2 - 2 2 3 .  C o l e r i d g e  e x p r e s s e d  s i m i l a r  v i e w s  in  
E s s a y s  N o s .  4,  5, and 6 of T h e  F r ie n d :  " . . . it i s  bad p o l i c y  . . .  to  
r e p r e s e n t  a p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  as  h a v in g  no c h a r m  but fo r  r o b b e r s  and  
a s s a s s i n s ,  and no n a t u r a l  o r i g i n  but in  the b r a i n s  of fo o l s  and m a d m e n ,
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w h e n  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  p r o v e d  that the  g r e a t  d a n g er  o f  the s y s t e m
c o n s i s t s  in  the p e c u l i a r  f a s c i n a t i o n  it  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  to  e x e r t  on  n o b le
and i m a g i n a t i v e  s p i r i t s  . . . . " And a g a in ,  "Let  i t  be r e m e m b e r e d  . . . by
c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t s  on a l l  s u b j e c t s ,  that e v e r y  s p e c u l a t i v e  e r r o r  w h ic h
b o a s t s  a m u lt i tu d e  o f  a d v o c a t e s ,  h a s  i t s  g o ld e n  as  w e l l  a s  i t s  dark
s id e ;  that t h e r e  i s  a lw a y s  s o m e  truth  c o n n e c t e d  w i th  it"; s e e
P o l i t i c a l  T r a c t s  o f  W o r d s w o r th ,  C o l e r i d g e  and S h e l l e y , p .  x x x i .  F o r
W o r d s w o r t h ' s  a p p l i c a t io n  of  th i s  " p e c u l ia r  fa s c in a t io n "  to M i l to n ' s
Satan,  s e e  p. 142.

37 F o r  a k in d l i e r  ju d g m e n t  on a young m a n  who f a i l e d  to  p lay  
A b d ie l  to N a p o l e o n ' s  Satan, s e e  D. W. 's l e t t e r  to  S a r a  H u tch in so n ,
A p r i l  8 , 1815, M Y , II, 662 ,  r e g a r d i n g  E u s t a c e  Baudou in ,  the y o u n g e r  
b r o t h e r  o f  J e a n - B a p t i s t e  M a rt in  B au d ou in  to  w h o m  C a r o l in e  V a l lo n  w a s  
af f ia n ced ;  c o m m e n t i n g  on E u s t a c e ' s  r e t u r n  to N a p o l e o n ' s  c a m p ,  D o r o th y  
"cannot  be  a n g r y  w ith  h i m  knowing that the v i r t u e  o f  an A b d ie l  w a s  
m o r e  than  c o u ld  be  e x p e c t e d  e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  o n e ,  w ho  no doubt i s  s t i l l  
d a z z l e d  by  h i s  youthfu l  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  w h a t e v e r  ch a n g e  h i s  y e a r ' s  
s e r v i c e  of  L o u i s  m a y  h a v e  brou gh t  about  in  h i s  o p in io n s .  "

38 2P r e l . , p. 394, app. c r i t .  D text;  s e e  a l s o  p. x x i i i .

39 P o e m s  D e d ic a t e d  to  N a t io n a l  I n d e p e n d e n c e  and L i b e r t y ,
P a r t  II, XXXI; PW , III, 139.

40S e e  PW , III, 460;  I h a v e  u s e d  the H u g h es  te x t .

4 1P W , I, 18,  app. c r i t .  ; for  the i m a g e  o f  
Sa ta n 's  " su n b ro a d  sh ie ld"  s e e  P .  L. , VI. 305.

4 2 P W , III, 160, app. c r i t .

4 3 PW , III, 464 .

44 T w o l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by  W o r d s w o r t h  to B e n j a m i n  R. Haydon,  
s e p a r a t e d  by  s o m e  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  d e m o n s t r a t e  the  c o n s i s t e n c y  with  
w h ic h  W o r d s w o r t h  r e g a r d e d  N a p o le o n ,  in the  s a m e  p h i l o s o p h i c  t e r m s  
a s  C o le r id g e  did ,  as  the s p i r i t  of  e v i l ,  a typ e  o f  Satan. In h is  l e t t e r  
of Oct.  5, 1816,  M Y , II, 751 ,  he  c o m m e n t s  on the p e o p l e ' s  c h o o s in g  
Napoleon:  " S om e  p a r t  of the p e o p le  f s i c  ] of F r a n c e  did in d e e d  vo te
for  h i m ,  a s  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  v o te d  for  the D e v i l ,  but he  w a s  no m o r e  
the c h o i c e  o f  the w i s d o m  and v ir tu e  o f  the na t ion ,  n o r  o f  t h e i r  f o l l y ,  
than he  w a s  o f  the w i s d o m ,  v i r t u e ,  o r  f o l l y  o f  the C h in e s e .  " On 
June 11, 1831, LY, II, 554 , he  e x p la in s  h i s  s p e c i a l  v i e w  o f  N a p o le o n  
and o n c e  a g a in  he  d r a w s  on  C o l e r i d g e ' s  language:  "I th ink of
N a p o le o n  p r e t t y  m u ch  as  y o u  do, but w ith  m o r e  d i s l i k e  p robab ly ;
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b e c a u s e  m y  th ou gh ts  h a v e  tu r n e d  l e s s  upon the f l e s h  and b lo o d  m a n  than  
y o u r s  and t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  at l i b e r t y  to  d w e l l  w ith  u n q u a l i f i e d  
s c o r n  upon h i s  v a r i o u s  l i b e r t i c i d e  p r o j e c t s  and the  m i s e r a b l e  
s e l f i s h n e s s  o f  h i s  s p i r i t .  "

45 A n o t h e r  l i k e l y  s o u r c e  f o r  the a s s o c i a t i o n  of N a p o le o n  and  
N i m r o d  a s  t y r a n t s  i s  M i l t o n ' s  P r o  P o p u lo  A n g l i c a n o  D e f e n s i o , the  
p o l i t i c a l  t r a c t  w ith  w h ic h  C o le r id g e  c o m p a r e d  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  Con-  
v e n t io n  o f  Cintra; s e e  f. n. 29 a b o v e .  In t h i s  p a m p h le t ,  M i l to n  c i t e s  
the  t r a d i t io n  that N i m r o d  " i s  s a i d  to  h a v e  b e e n  the f i r s t  tyrant";  s e e  
T he W ork s  of John  M i l t o n , ed . F r a n k  A l l e n  P a t t e r s o n  (New Y ork ,  
1 9 3 1 - 1 9 4 2 ) ,  VII, 397.  T h e  s o u r c e  of  M i l t o n ' s  e p i th e t  f o r  N i m r o d ,
"A m i g h t y  H u n ter  . . . B e f o r e  the  L o r d , "  i s  G e n e s i s ,  10:9; s e e  
H u g h e s ' s  n o t e ,  p. 454 .

46 P a r t  II, Sonnet  VI.

47 S e e  n o t e s ,  P r e l .  , pp. 6 0 4 - 6 0 5 ;  de S e l i n c o u r t  d i s a g r e e s  with  
the  op in io n  of the m a j o r i t y  o f  s c h o l a r s  that it  i s  N a p o le o n  who i s  
r e f e r r e d  to  in  th i s  p a s s a g e ;  he  m a i n t a i n s  that  it c o v e r s  the p e r i o d  
a f t e r  R o b e s p i e r r e  but b e f o r e  N a p o le o n .  What i s  im p o r t a n t  to the  
point  that I a m  m a k in g ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  the a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Satan with  
ty r a n n y  and o p p r e s s i o n .  With r e g a r d  to  w a r s  of  c o n q u e s t ,  t h e r e  
d o e s  not s e e m  to  h a v e  b e e n  any d i s t i n c t i o n  in W o r d s w o r t h ' s  a tt i tude  
e i t h e r  t o w a r d  p r e - N a p o l e o n i c  o r  N a p o l e o n i c  F r a n c e .  He e x p l a i n s  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  to J a m e s  L o s h  in  a l e t t e r  of  D e c .  4, 1821,  LY , I, 56 -5 7 :
" . . . _I [ s i c ]  aban d on ed  F r a n c e ,  and h e r  R u l e r s ,  w hen  t h ey  [ s i c ]  
aban doned  the  s t r u g g l e  for  L i b e r t y ,  g a v e  t h e m s e l v e s  up to T y r a n n y ,  
and e n d e a v o u r e d  to  e n s l a v e  the w o r ld ,  I d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  the w a r  
a g a i n s t  F r a n c e  at i t s  c o m m e n c e m e n t ,  th inking ,  w h ic h  w a s  p e r h a p s  an 
e r r o r ,  that it  m ig h t  have  b e e n  a v o i d e d - - b u t  a f t e r  B u o n a p a r te  had  
v i o l a t e d  the I n d e p e n d e n c e  of S w i t z e r la n d ,  m y  h e a r t  tu rn ed  a g a i n s t  h im ,  
and a g a i n s t  the N a t io n  that cou ld  s u b m i t  to be  the I n s t r u m e n t  o f  s u c h  
an  o u t ra g e .  " T h is  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  the po in t  o f  v i e w  e x p r e s s e d  in  
F r e l .  , X. 7 9 2 - 7 9 7  (1805 tex t) .

48 The  t e x t  o f  1850 i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  the s a m e ,  with  m i n o r  
c h a n g e s  in c o n n e c t i v e s  and p u nctuat ion .  R a y m o n d  D e x t e r  H a v e n s ,  The  
Mind Of A P o e t , p. 542,  a l s o  p o in t s  to the p a r a l l e l s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  
l i n e s  and P .  L .  , IV. 9 9 6 - 1 0 1 4 .

49"On S h a k e s p e a r e  and M il ton ,  " p. 84.

50 C o n v en t io n  of C intra ,  K night ,  I, 208,

51 S e e  pp. 1 3 7 - 1 3 8  b e lo w .
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D i s c u s s e d  on p. 128 ab ove .

5 ^ F r a g m e n t  of  a "Gothic  T a l e , "  11. 6 6 - 7 0 ,  P W , I, 288; s e e  
n o t e s ,  p. 371,  w h ich  c i te  P .  L. , 1. 6 1 3 - 6 1 4 ,  the p a s s a g e  h e r e  u n d e r  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  a s  the  s o u r c e  fo r  t h e s e  l i n e s .  F o r  dat ing ,  s e e  p. 370.

54P W , III, 574.

I a m  u s in g  the  c o m b i n e d  d ic t io n  o f  M i l t o n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  
the  F a l l e n  A n g e l s  and W o r d s w o r t h ' s  t r ib u te  to M i l to n  that i s  s o  
s u g g e s t i v e  of M i l to n ' s  l a n g u a g e .

^ The E a r l y  L i f e  o f  W i l l i a m  W o r d s w o r th  1 7 7 0 -1 7 9 8 :  A Study  
of "The P r e l u d e ," t r a n s .  J.  W. M a th e w s  (London,  1897) ,  p. 143.  
L e g o u i s  t r a c e s  " c l a r i o n  throat"  to "the c o c k ' s  s h r i l l  c lar ion "  of  
G r a y ' s  E l e g y , 1. 19; s e e  p. 141.

57 R o b e r t  R. C a w ley ,  M i l to n  and the  L i t e r a t u r e  of T r a v e l  
( P r i n c e t o n ,  1951) ,  p. 127, f e e l s  that t h e s e  l i n e s  e x p r e s s  M i l to n ' s  
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  in  c r o s s i n g  the P e n n in e  A l p s .  S e e  M a r j o r i e  H. 
N i c o l s o n ,  M ounta in  G l o o m  and M ounta in  G lory ;  T h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  of  
the  A e s t h e t i c s  of  the In f in i te  (I thaca,  1959),  p p . 1 -1 7 ,  9 2 -1 0 6 ,  
2 7 3 - 2 7 6 ,  371 -3 9 3 ,  fo r  e v i d e n c e  that M i l t o n ' s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of A lp in e  
s c e n e r y  w a s  unique fo r  the s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  and m o r e  ty p ic a l  of  
the  R o m a n t i c  a t t i tude .

5 8S e e  pp. 4 9 , 5 8 - 6 0  a b o v e .

59 E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  S o n n e t s , P a r t  I, VII (1821) .

6 ° P W ,  III, 559.

C h r i s t o p h e r  W o r d s w o r th ,  M e m o i r s  o f  W i l l i a m  W o r d s w o r t h  
(London, 1851),  II, 454; s e e  p. 446  fo r  id e n t i f i c a t io n  of L ad y  
R i c h a r d s o n  a s  the s o u r c e  o f  th is  in f o r m a t io n ;  a l s o  M a r y  M o o r m a n ,  
W il l ia m  W o r d sw o r th ,  A B io g r a p h y :  The  L a t e r  Y e a r s  1 8 0 3 - 1 8 5 0  
(Oxford ,  1965) ,  p 565.  S e e  s t a t e m e n t s  by  W o r d s w o r t h  and C o le r id g e  
on  the"golden" a s p e c t  of  N a p o l e o n ' s  p o l i c y  and i t s  app ea l  to  nob le  
n a t u r e s ,  p. 124 and f . n. 36 a b o v e .
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IV. THE S C A L E  O F LOVE

1. A n g e l  T e a r s  And A n g e l  L a u g h t e r

In a r g u in g  that t h e r e  i s  "no e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the  

l a n g u a g e  o f  p r o s e  and m e t r i c a l  c o m p o s i t io n "  W o r d s w o r t h  e m p l o y s  a 

m e t a p h o r i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  that s e e m s  to  e x p r e s s ,  in  add it ion ,  h i s  

r e j e c t i o n  of a l l  m y t h o l o g i c a l  or  r e l i g i o u s  c o n c e p t s  of s u p e r n a t u r e .  

" P o e t r y , "  he  s a y s ,  " s h e d s  no t e a r s  ' su c h  a s  A n g e l s  w e e p ' ,  but 

na tu ra l  and h u m a n  t e a r s ;  s h e  can  b o a s t  of  no c e l e s t i a l  i c h o r  that  

d i s t i n g u i s h e s  h e r  v i t a l  j u i c e s  f r o m  t h o s e  of  p r o s e ;  the  s a m e  h u m a n  

b lo o d  c i r c u l a t e s  th ro u g h  the v e i n s  of t h e m  both. S in ce  the A n g e l  

t e a r s  in  th i s  c a s e  a r e  S a t a n ' s - - t e a r s  that b u r s t  for th ,  d e s p i t e  t h r e e  

a t t e m p t s  to  r e s t r a i n  t h e m ,  w h en  he  s e e s  for  the f i r s t  t i m e  the m i s  e r y  

to w h ich  h i s  a m b i t io n  h a s  r e d u c e d  h i s  l o y a l  f o l l o w e r s  (P .  L . ,

I. 6 l 9 - 6 2 0 ) - - w e  a r e  l i k e l y  to  a s s u m e  that W o r d s w o r t h ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  on  

r e a l i s m  of m a n n e r  i m p l i e s  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  r e a l i s m  o f  m a t t e r  and that  

t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  c h a l l e n g e  to the s u b s t a n c e  o f  M i l to n ' s  

" g r e a t  a r g u m e n t ,  "

T h is  i s  not the c a s e ;  W o r d s w o r t h  i s  m e r e l y  r e m in d i n g  us  

that the on ly  e x p e r i e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  to our  u n d e r s ta n d in g  i s  h u m a n  

e x p e r i e n c e  and that e v e n  the t e a r s  o f  a n g e l s  m u s t  be  d e s c r i b e d  in  

t e r m s  of the h u m an .  P r e c i s e l y  w ith  r e g a r d  to the s u p e r n a t u r a l  e v e n t s  

of  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , W o r d s w o r th  h a s  M i l t o n ' s  a u t h o r i ty  fo r  contend ing
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that p o e t r y  can only  e x p r e s s  the n a t u r a l  and the h u m a n .  T h i s  i s  

M il to n ' s  m e t h o d  th rou ghout  P a r a d i s e  L o s t : w h e t h e r  h e  i s  d e s c r i b i n g

s u c h  m o m e n t o u s  e v e n t s  a s  the b a t t l e  in h e a v e n  o r  e x p l i c a t i n g  the m o r e  

p r iv a t e  c o n c e r n s  of a n g e l  l o v e  or  a n g e l  d i g e s t i o n ,  he  d o e s  so  "B y  

l ik 'n in g  s p i r i t u a l  to c o r p o r a l  f o r m s "  (P .  L, , V. 573).  W o r d s w o r th  is  

not n e c e s s a r i l y  d i s c l a i m i n g  an i n t e r e s t  in a n g e l  t e a r s ,  n or  i s  he  

denying  the p o e t i c  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of s u p r a h u m a n  e x p r e s s i o n s  of g r i e f  

and s y m p a t h y  u n d er  e x t r e m e l y  t r a g i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

H is  m a n u s c r i p t  note  in  B o o k  XI of P a r a d i s  e L o s t  p r e s e n t s  

us  w ith  e n l ig h te n in g  e v i d e n c e  on t h i s  q u e s t io n .  It c o n c e r n s  M i c h a e l ' s  

e f f o r t s  to  p r e p a r e  A d a m  for  h i s  e x p l u s i o n  f r o m  E den .  T o  e n a b le  A d a m  

to  g r a s p  fu l ly  the c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  h i s  d i s o b e d i e n c e  and to  in i t i a t e  h i s  

r e e d u c a t io n ,  M i c h a e l  p r o v i d e s  A d a m  w ith  a v i s i o n  of fu ture  h i s t o r y .  

A d a m  k n o w s  that h i s  t r a n s g r e s  s i o n  c a r r i e s  w ith  it  the  p u n i s h m e n t  of  

death ,  but he  h a s  no c o n c e p t io n  of  i t s  m e a n in g .  T h e  f i r s t  e v e n t  that h e  

w i t n e s s e s  t h e r e f o r e  i s  the  f i r s t  d e a t h - - t h e  m u r d e r  o f  A b e l  by Cain.  

A d a m  d o e s  not y e t  know that t h e s e  w i l l  be  h i s  s o n s  , and he  c r i e s  out:

O T e a c h e r ,  s o m e  g r e a t  m i s c h i e f  hath  b e f a l l 'n
T o  that  m e e k  m a n ,  w ho  w e l l  had sa c r i f i c 'd ;
Js P i e t y  thus  and p u re  D e v o t io n  paid?
T' w h o m  M i c h a e l  th u s ,  h e e  a l s o  m o v 'd ,  r e p l i e d .  x

(P .  L .  , XI. 4 5 0 - 4 5 3 )

W o r d s w o r th  m a r k s  the m a n n e r  of M i c h a e l ' s  r e p ly  and c o m m e n t s :

He a l s o  m o v e d  <? > in  r ea d in g  t h i s  the m a n n e r  in w h ic h  
M i c h a e l  i s  in t r o d u c e d  ought to  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  "he  
k in g ly  f r o m  h i s  s ta te  in c l i n e d  not.  " T h e  s y m p a t h y  of  
s u c h  a b e in g  in the  s p e c t a c l e  g i v e s  it a d d i t io n a l  i n t e r e s t .

W o r d s w o r th  i s  not  on ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  the r e a c t i o n  of an A r c h - A n g e l  to

th is  " s p e c t a c l e "  of h u m a n  c r i m e  and tr a g e d y ;  he  f e e l s  that the s y m p a t h y
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o f  a b e in g  of  s u p e r n a t u r a l  m a j e s t y  g i v e s  " a d d i t io n a l  in t e r e s t "  to the
Z

h u m a n  s i tu a t io n .

T h e r e  is>h o w e v e r J a r e s t r a i n t  in the m a n n e r  in w h ich

W o r d s w o r t h  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  the  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  M i c h a e l ' s  " sy m p a th y "

that i s  not  in  k e e p in g  w ith  the  po in t  th at  he  s e e m s  to  be  m a k in g .  At

the  h u m a n  l e v e l ,  the s i t u a t io n  i s  t r a g i c  a l m o s t  b e y o n d  the c a p a c i t y  for

h u m a n  r e s p o n s e .  A d a m  h a s  no c o n c e p t io n  w h a t e v e r  of  the n a t u r e  o f

death; h i s  f i r s t  c o n ta c t  w ith  t h i s ,  h i s  f i r s t  l e g a c y  to  m an k in d ,  i s  death

in  i t s  m o s t  h o r r i b l e  f o r m - - m u r d e r ,  and m u r d e r  m o r e o v e r  of  one

b r o t h e r  by a n o t h e r .  T hen ,  to c r o w n  d i s m a y  w i th  h o r r o r ,  M i c h a e l

m u s t  i n f o r m  A d a m  that both the v i c t i m  and the  p e r p e t r a t o r  o f  the

f r a t r i c i d e  a r e  the  s o n s  that he  and E v e  a r e  y e t  to b e a r .  T h e  s i tu a t io n

c r i e s  out fo r  m o r e  than h u m a n  g r ie f ;  and M i c h a e l ' s  s y m p a t h e t i c

r e s p o n s e  not on ly  g i v e s  ven t  to s u c h  f e e l i n g s ;  it i n t e n s i f i e s  t h e m  a s

w e l l .  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  e m p h a s i s  on  M i c h a e l ' s  p r e v i o u s  m a j e s t e r i a l

r e s e r v e - - " h e  k in g ly  f r o m  h i s  s t a t e  i n c l i n e d  n o t " - - s e e m s  to d r i v e  h i s

point  h o m e .  But th i s  m a k e s  the  c o o l n e s s  o f  h i s  c o m m e n t  a l l  the  m o r e

p u z z l in g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w hen  w e  r e m e m b e r  that the  e l e v e n t h  b o o k  of

P a r a d i s e  L o s t  s o  " i m p r e s s e d "  W o r d s w o r th  that he  " m e l t e d  in to  
3

t e a r s . "  It s e e m s  n e c e s s a r y  to  c o n c lu d e  t h e r e f o r e  that  d e s p i t e  h is  

a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  of the d r a m a t i c  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of a r c h - a n g e l i c  

s y m p a t h y  at t h i s  point  in  the  n a r r a t i v e ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  an  u n d e r c u r r e n t  

o f  h i s  c u s t o m a r y  r e l u c t a n c e  to e m p l o y  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a g e n c i e s  in  the  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o r  e x p la n a t io n  of  h u m a n  e x p e r i e n c e .
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In the  c o n c lu d in g  l i n e s  o f  L a o d a m i a , we  find W o r d s w o r t h  in

the  m i d s  t of just s u c h  a c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  the n e e d  to e x p r e s s  a g r i e f

b e y o n d  the c a p a c i t y  of  h u m a n  t e a r s  and h is  d i s i n c l i n a t i o n  to fa l l  b ack

upon the r e s o u r c e s  o f  m y t h  and s u p e r n a t u r e .  L a o d a m i a  d ie s  of  h e r

u n a s s u a g e a b l e  p a s s i o n  for  h e r  d e p a r t e d  h u sb a n d ,  and w h e t h e r  we

s y m p a t h i z e  w ith  o r  d i s a p p r o v e  o f  h e r  u n g o v e r n a b le  e m o t i o n s ,

W o r d s w o r t h  f e e l s  that y e t  s o m e  t e a r s  a r e  due:

- - Y e t  t e a r s  to  h u m a n  s u f f e r i n g  a r e  due;
And m o r t a l  h o p e s  d e f e a t e d  and o ' e r t h r o w n  
And m o u r n e d  by  m an ,  and not  b y  m a n  a lo n e ,
A s  fon d ly  he  b e l i e v e s .  - -U p o n  the s id e  
Of H e l l e s p o n t  ( su c h  fa i th  w a s  e n t e r ta in e d )
A  knot of s p i r y  t r e e s  fo r  a g e s  g r e w
F r o m  out the  to m b  o f  h i m  for  w h o m  s he  died;
And e v e r ,  w h e n  s u c h  s t a t u r e  th e y  h ad  g a in e d  
That I l i u m ' s  w a l l s  w e r e  s u b j e c t  to  t h e i r  v i e w ,
The  t r e e s '  t&Ll s u m m i t s  w i t h e r e d  at the s ight;
A c o n s t a n t  i n t e r c h a n g e  of g r o w th  and b l ight !

(11.  1 6 4 - 1 7 4 )

W o r d s w o r th  i s  c o m p e l l e d  to  e x p r e s s  a s y m p a t h y  beyond  the real the

h u m a n ,  and the  n a t u r a l ,  but he  f e e l s  e q u a l l y  c o n s t r a i n e d  to d i s p a r a g e

i t s  e x p r e s s i o n  as  a "fond" b e l i e f .  Y et  he  t e l l s  us  h i m s e l f  that it  w a s

.the m y t h  o f  the " t r e e s  g r o w in g  and w i th er in g "  that put the  s u b j e c t  of

the  p o e m  into  h i s  th oughts  and i n s p i r e d  the "hope o f  g iv in g  it  a

l o f t i e r  tone  than, " s o  fa r  a s  he  knew,  had " b e e n  g iv e n  to it  by  any  of
4

the  A n c i e n t s  who . . . t r e a t e d  o f  it. "

H is  d iv id e d  f e e l i n g s  m a y  a c co u n t  fo r  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  hav in g  

c l a s s i f i e d  t h i s  p o e m ,  b e t w e e n  1815 and 1820, a m o n g  t h o s e  "founded  

on  the A f f e c t i o n s ,  " an a s s i g n m e n t  that l e d  H e n r y  Crabb R o b in so n  to  

c o n c lu d e  that L a o d a m i a , b y  v i r t u e  of i t s  b e lo n g in g  to  th i s  " in fe r io r "  

c l a s s ,  w a s  "not m u c h  e s t e e m e d "  by  W o r d s w o r t h .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s
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and r e v i s i o n s  l a t e r ,  w ithout  any  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of the s u p e r n a t u r a l

e l e m e n t s  in  the  s i tu a t io n ,  W o r d s w o r t h  m o v e s  to w a r d  a h ig h e r  r e g a r d

f o r  the p o e m  and i t s  t h e m e ,  ranking  it  with  the " P o e m s  of  the

Im a g in a t io n .  " In old  a g e ,  r e s p e c t  r ip e n s  into  vanity;  in r e p ly  to a

s u g g e s t i o n  that L y c i d a s  i s  "the f i n e s t  e l e g i a c  c o m p o s i t i o n  in the

l a n g u a g e , "  he  e x p r e s s e s  the o p in io n  that  " M il to n 's  'L y c id a s '"  and h i s
£

" ' L a o d a m i a 1 a r e  tw in  I m m o r t a l s .  "

In a s o n n e t  w r i t t e n  in  1821 ,  "E d w ard  S ign ing  the  W arran t
7

fo r  the E x e c u t i o n  of J o a n  of Kent ,  " W o r d s w o r th  s e e m s  to  h a v e  no

r e s e r v a t i o n s  about d e c l a r i n g  that  t h e r e  i s  a s p e c i e s  of h u m a n  t e a r s

that can  r ig h t fu l ly  " C l a i m  H e a v e n ' s  reg a rd " ;  in fac t ,  it i s  d iv ine

s y m p a t h y  that  p r o v i d e s  the to u c h s t o n e  fo r  the d e g r e e  of i .um an

s u f f e r in g  that W o r d s w o r th  d e s i r e s  to c o n v e y .  W o r d s w o r t h  e x p r e s s e s

without  r e s t r a i n t  what w a s  v e r y  l i k e l y  in  h i s  m in d  w hen  he  w r o t e  h i s

m a n u s c r i p t  note  on M i c h a e l ' s  sym p ath y:  the s o r r o w  so  c r u s h in g  that

it  r e q u i r e s  a m o r e  than n a tu ra l  g r i e f .  B e f o r e  c o m in g  to h i s  po int,

h o w e v e r ,  W o r d s w o r th  in M i l to n ic  f a s h i o n  runs  th rou gh  an e n t ir e

c a t a lo g u e  o f  h u m a n  t e a r s :

T h e  t e a r s  o f  m a n  in  v a r i o u s  m e a s u r e  gu sh  
F r o m  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s ;  g e n t ly  o v e r f l o w  
F r o m  b l i s  s fu l  t r a n s p o r t  s o m e - - f r o m  c l e f t s  of  w oe  
S o m e  w ith  u n g o v e r n a b le  i m p u l s e  rush;
And s o m e ,  c d e v a l  w ith  the e a r l i e s t  b lu sh  
Of infant  p a s s i o n ,  s c a r c e l y  d a r e  to show  
T h e i r  p e a r l y  l u s t r e - - c o m i n g  but to  go;
And s o m e  b r e a k  fo r th  w h e n  o t h e r s '  s o r r o w s  c r u s h  
T he  s y m p a t h i s i n g  h e a r t .  N o r  t h e s e ,  n or  y e t  
T he  n o b l e s t  d r o p s  to a d m i r a t i o n  known,
To  g r a t i tu d e ,  to  i n j u r i e s  f o r g i v e n - -  
C la im  H e a v e n ' s  r e g a r d  l i k e  w a t e r s  that h a v e  w e t  
T he  in n o cen t  e y e s  of  youthful M o n a r c h s  d r iv e n  
To pen  the m a n d a t e s ,  n a tu r e  doth d isow n .
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W o r d s w o r t h ' s  v a c i l l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  a p p ro v a l  and d i s a v o w a l

of  a n g e l  t e a r s  i s  a l s o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h i s  a t t i tude  t o w a r d  a n ge l

la u g h te r ;  he  c o n d e m n s  it in  P a r a d i s e  L o s  t ; he j u s t i f i e s  or  e x p la in s

it aw ay  in  h i s  ow n p o e t r y .  A s  the s t o r y  of fu ture  h i s t o r y  r o l l s  on in

P a r a d i s e  L o s t  , h u m a n  p r e s u m p t i o n ,  r i s i n g  to  S a t a n ic  m a g n i tu d e ,

p r o v o k e s  h e a v e n l y  l a u g h t e r  a s  it  b r i n g s  on i t s  own d e s t r u c t i o n .

W o r d s w o r t h  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  th i s  l a u g h te r ;  he  f o r g e t s  h i s  o b j e c t io n

to any  but h u m a n  t e a r s  and c a l l s  on the a n g e l s  to  w e ep .  T h e  in c id en t

o c c u r s  in  B o o k  XII of  P a r a d i s e  L o s t : N i m r o d  i s  b u i ld in g  a t o w e r  with

m a t e r i a l s  that  b o i l  up f r o m  "the m o u th  o f  H el l" ;  he  i s  a T y r a n t  who

hunts  " M en  not B e a s t s " ;  he  a i m s  at a m o n u m e n t  " w h o s e  top m a y

r e a c h  to  H eav 'n "  s o  that h i s  f a m e  " w h e th er  good o r  ev i l"  m a y  be

i m m o r t a l i z e d  (P .  L . , XII. 3 0 - 4 7 ) .  M ic h a e l  d e s c r i b e s  how  God

confou nds  th is  in o r d i n a te  p r e s u m p t i o n :

But God who oft  d e s c e n d s  to  v i s i t  m e n  
U n s e e n ,  and th ro u g h  th i r  h a b i ta t io n s  w a lk s  
T o  m a r k  th ir  d o in g s ,  t h e m  b e h o ld in g  so o n ,
C o m e s  down to  s e e  th ir  City ,  e r e  the  T o w e r  
O b s t r u c t  H e a v 'n  T o w ' r s ,  and in d e r i s i o n  s e t s  
Upon th ir  T o n g u e s  a v a r i o u s  S p ir i t  to  r a s e  
Quite  out th i r  N a t iv e  L a n g u a g e ,  and i n s t e a d  
To s o w  a ja n g l in g  n o i s e  of w o r d s  unknown:
F o r t h w i t h  a h id e o u s  gabb le  r i s e s  loud  
A m o n g  the  B u i l d e r s ;  e a c h  to  o t h e r  c a l l s  
N ot  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t i l l  h o a r s e ,  and a l l  in r a g e ,
A s  m o c k t  t h ey  s t o r m ;  g r e a t  l a u g h t e r  w a s  in  H e a v 'n  x  
And lo o k in g  down, to  s e e  the hubbub s t r a n g e  
And h e a r  the  din; thus  w a s  the b u i ld in g  l e f t  
R i d i c u l o u s ,  and the  w o r k  C o n fu s io n  n a m 'd .

(P .  L. , XII. 4 8 - 6 2 )
g

No doubt l o s i n g  s ig h t  o f  h i s  own op in io n s  of  N i m r o d  in the  p i ty  he  f e e l s  

for  the p l ight  o f  N i m r o d ' s  d u p e s ,  W o r d s w o r t h  r e m a r k s :
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T h i s  p i c t u r e  i s  not c o n s o n a n t  to  w hat  m i g h t  be  e x p e c t e d  
f r o m  s u p e r i o r  b e i n g s  s p e c t a t o r s  of s u c h  a s c e n e ;  <to th em ?  > 
S h a k s p e a r  i s  fa r  m o r e  r a t io n a l  & i m p r e s s i v e  "Oh! but m a n  
p ro u d  m a n  -  [ s i c ]  p l a y s  s u c h  f a n t a s t i c  t r i c k s  b e f o r e
h igh  h e a v e n  a s  m a k e  the a n g e l s  w eep " .

{ I ta l ic s  W. 's)

W o r d s w o r t h  i s  r e f e r r i n g  to  I s a b e l l a ' s  s p e e c h  in  M e a s u r e  fo r  M e a s u r e

(II- 2 ):

but m a n ,  p ro u d  m a n ,
D r e s s ' d  in  a l i t t l e  b r i e f  a u t h o r i ty ,
M o s t  ig n o r a n t  of  what  h e ' s  m o s t  a s s u r ' d - - 
H is  g l a s s y  e s s e n c e - - l i k e  an a n g r y  ape ,
P l a y s  s u c h  f a n t a s t i c  t r i c k s  b e f o r e  h ig h  h e a v e n  
A s  m a k e s  the a n g e l s  w eep ;  who, w ith  o u r  s p l e e n s ,
Would a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  la u g h  m o r t a l .

( 1 1 8 - 1 2 4 )

S h a k e s p e a r e  r e v e r s e s  the  t r a d i t io n a l  o r d e r  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  the

a n g e l s  w e e p  for  the f a n t a s t i c  p r e s u m p t i o n  that  w o u ld  m a k e  h u m a n s

laugh  t h e m s e l v e s  to death . But the t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  a t t i tud e  de

c o n t e m p tu  m u n d i  took  the p o s i t i o n  that h u m a n  f o l l i e s  w h ic h  w e r e

m a t t e r  for  t e a r s  in the s u b lu n a r y  w o r ld  w e r e ,  f r o m  the va n ta g e  po in t

of  h e a v e n ,  d e s e r v i n g  o n ly  of la u g h t e r .  C o n s id e r  the ch an ged  o u t lo o k  of

C h a u c e r ' s  T r o i l u s ,  w h en  he o b s e r v e s  f r o m  the e ig h th  s p h e r e  the g r i e f

that h i s  dea th  h a s  i n s p i r e d  a m o n g  h i s  f r i e n d s  on earth;

And in  h y m s e l f  he  lo u g h  r igh t  at the wo  
Of h e m  that  w e p te n  for  h i s  deth  s o  fa s te ;
And d a m p n e d  al o u r e  w e r k  that f o lo w e th  s o  
The b lyn d e  l u s t ,  the w h ic h  that m a y  nat l a s t e ,
And s h o l d e n  a l  o u r e  h e r t e  on h e v e n  c a s t e .  9

M i l to n  i s  fo l l o w in g  that t r a d i t io n  in th i s  p a s s a g e  on the T o w e r

of  B a b e l ,  not  s o  m u c h  out of  a c o n te m p t  for  the  a f f a i r s  o f  the w o r l d  as

f r o m  a r e c o g n i t i o n  that  the po in t  o f  v i e w  in h e a v e n  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y

d i f fe r  f r o m  that on e a r t h .  And h i s  a t t i tud e  t a k e s  i t s  s a n c t io n  f r o m  the

S c r i p t u r e s ,  P s a l m  2 : 4 ; ^  "He that  s i t t e th  in the  h e a v e n s  s h a l l  laugh;
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the L o r d  s h a l l  have  t h e m  in d e r i s i o n . "  T h e r e  a re  s e v e r a l  o th er  

in c id e n t s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  that p r o v id e  o c c a s i o n  for  d iv ine  la u g h te r .

In Book II, B e l i a l  a r g u e s  a g a in s t  M o lo c h ' s  p r o p o s a l  for  a c o u n t e r ­

a ttack  on heaven;  God he  s a y s  " f r o m  H e a v ' n ’s highth A l l  t h e s e  our  

m o t io n s  vain ,  s e e s  and d e r id e s"  ( 1 9 0 - 1 9 1 ) .  L a t e r  in the s a m e  book,  

as  Satan and Death  p r e p a r e  for  b a t t le  b e f o r e  Satan  i s  a w a r e  that Death  

i s  the i s s u e  of h is  i n c e s t u o u s  union with  h i s  daughter  Sin,  she  a r g u e s  

that th e ir  fighting w i l l  on ly  b e n e f i t  h i m  "who s i t s  above  and la u g h s  the  

while" (II. 731) .  A g a in  in  B ook  V, God and H is  Son a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  the  

r e b e l l i o n  of Satan and h is  f o l l o w e r s ,  and it i s  the Son, the m e r c i f u l  

a s p e c t  of  God the F a t h e r ,  w ho s a y s :

M ighty  F a t h e r ,  thou t h y  f o e s  
J u s t ly  h a s t  in  d e r i s i o n ,  and s e c u r e
L a u g h ' s t  at th ir  va in  d e s i g n s  and tu m u lt s  v a in  . . . .

(V. 7 3 5 - 7 3 7 )

E v e n  a s  e a r l y  a s  h i s  C am b r id ge  d a y s ,  M il ton  e m p lo y e d  d iv ine  la u g h te r

in th is  con n ect ion .  He c o m m e n t s  on the d e v i l i s h  gunpow der  plot;

M ea n w h i le  the L ord ,  who tu rns  the  h e a v e n s  in  t h e ir  wide  
r ev o lu t io n  and h u r l s  the l ightning  f r o m  h i s  s k y e y  c i ta d e l ,  
l augh s  at the vain  u n d ertak in gs  of  the d e g e n e r a t e  m ob  
and i s  w i l l in g  to take  upon h i m s e l f  the d e fe n c e  of  h i s  
p e o p l e ' s  c a u s e .  . .

(On The F i f th  o f  N o v e m b e r , 11. 1 6 6 -1 6 9 )

Gunpowder ,  as  w e  l e a r n  f r o m  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  (VI. 4 7 8 - 4 9 1 ) ,  i s  the  

invent ion  of Satan,  and t h o s e  am ong  m e n  who d e v i s e  a l ik e  in s t r u m e n t  

a r e  of the "race"  of Satan and i n s p i r e d  by " d e v ' l i s h  m ach inat ion"

(VI. 501 -505) .

M ilton  e m p l o y s  d iv ine  la u g h te r  on ly  in  r e s p o n s e  to the  

p r e s u m p t i o n s  of e v i l ,  and Satanic  e v i l  at that.  With r e g a r d  to  a l l  o f  the  

dreadfu l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of hu m an s i n  and f o l l y  that M ic h a e l  s e t s  b e f o r e
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A d a m  in B o o k  XI of P a r a d i s e  L o s t , f r o m  the m u r d e r  o f  A b e l  to  the

D e lu g e ,  t h e r e  i s  no  ta lk  of  d iv in e  la u g h t e r .  Only  S a ta n ic  p r e s u m p t i o n ,

the  w o r s t  of the c a r d in a l  s i n s ,  g i v e s  r i s e  to  h e a v e n l y  la u g h t e r  and

12e l i c i t s  f r o m  M i l to n ' s  God and A n g e l s  s o  h a r s h  a ju d gm en t .

It m a y  be  a r g u e d  that W o r d s w o r th  w a s  u n a w a r e  of  the  

C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t io n s  r e g a r d in g  d iv in e  l a u g h te r  and the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

the h e a v e n l y  and su b lu n a r y  p o in t s  of v iew ;  o r ,  that fu l ly  c o g n iz a n t  of  

the t r a d i t io n ,  W o r d s w o r t h  r e j e c t e d  it a s  m y t h  in f a v o r  o f  a m o r e  

m e r c i f u l  and h u m a n  out look .  T h e  e v i d e n c e  in h i s  own p o e t r y ,  

h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  not su p p o r t  t h e s e  s u p p o s i t i o n s .

1 3A s  e a r l y  a s  1798 ,  in  the P r o l o g u e  to P e t e r  B e l l , W o r d s w o r th ,

s a i l i n g  th rou gh  the  c lo u d s  in  h i s  " e r e s c e n t - m o o n "  boat ,  r e c o g n i z e s

that it  i s  on ly  h is  c o m m o n  h u m a n ity  w i th  t h o s e  on e a r t h  that p r e v e n t s

the l a u g h t e r  to  w h ic h  he  i s  m o v e d  in h i s  h e a v e n l y  s ta t io n  at  the

" th ousand  f e a r s "  that  t h o s e  on e a r t h  f e e l  for  h im :

M e a n w h i le  u n tro u b led  I a d m i r e  
The  p o in ted  h o r n s  of  m y  canoe;
And, did not p i ty  tou ch  m y  b r e a s t ,
T o  s e e  how  y e  a r e  a l l  d i s t r e s t ,
T i l l  m y  r ib s  a c h e d ,  I'd laugh  at you!

( 1 1 . 1 6 - 2 0 )

14In B o o k  III o f  T he  E x c u r s i o n  (1806)  a s  the S o l i t a r y  e x p la in s

h is  d i s a p p o in t m e n t  with  the  N ew  W orld ,  i t  i s  on ly  the " g r o s s  s p i r i t  of

mankind" and the  g r e g a r i o u s n e s s  of  m a n ' s  n a ture  that m a k e  la u g h te r

at the p r e s u m p t i o n s  and p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  the  A m e r i c a n s  u n c o m fo r ta b le :

On n e a r e r  v i e w ,  a m o t l e y  s p e c t a c l e  
A p p e a r e d ,  o f  h igh  p r e t e n s i o n s - - u n r e p r o v e d  
But by  the o b s t r e p e r o u s  v o i c e  o f  h i g h e r  s t i l l ;
B ig  p a s s i o n s  s t r u t t in g  on a p e t ty  s ta g e ;
Which a d e ta c h e d  s p e c t a t o r  m a y  r e g a r d  
Not u n a m u s e d .  -  -B u t  r i d i c u l e  d e m a n d s
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Quick c h a n g e  of  o b j e c t s ;  and,  to la u g h  a lo n e ,
At a c o m p o s i n g  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  the haunts  
Of s t r i f e  and f o l l y ,  though it be  a t r e a t  
A s  c h o i c e  a s  m u s i n g  L e i s u r e  can  b e s to w ;
Yet ,  in the v e r y  c e n t r e  o f  the cro w d ,
T o  k e e p  the  s e c r e t  of a po ign ant  s c o r n ,
H o w e ’e r  to a i r y  D e m o n s  s u i ta b le ,
Of a l l  u n s o c i a l  c o u r s e s ,  i s  l e a s t  f it  
F o r  the  g r o s s  s p i r i t  of m ankind ,  - - t h e  one  
That s o o n e s t  f a i l s  to  p l e a s e ,  and q u i c k l i e s t  tu rn s  
Into v e x a t io n ,

(III. 8 9 7 - 9 1 3 )

H e r e  it i s  W o r d s w o r t h  who r e v e r s e s  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  o r d e r  of  r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip .  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  a n g e l s  w e e p  at what  h u m a n  n a t u r e  would  laugh;  

but on ly  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  " a ir y  D e m o n s "  ca n  m a in t a in  t h e i r  l a u g h t e r  at  

w hat  in e v i t a b l y  m u s t  v e x  the g r o s s e r  s p i r i t  o f  man.

In B o o k  IV of T he  E x c u r s i o n  the  p r e s u m p t u o u s  f o l l i e s  o f  m e n  

c o m e  c l o s e r  to the  s i tu a t io n  in P a r a d i s e  L o s t , and W o r d s w o r th  h a s  no  

h e s i t a t i o n  in  e v o k in g  d iv ine  l a u g h t e r  at "m an ,  p ro u d  m a n .  " T he  W a n ­

d e r e r  i s  a r g u in g  that m e n  m u s t  b e l i e v e  in a p o w e r  " B e y o n d  t h e i r  ow n  

p o o r  n a t u r e s  and above" and m u s t  d epend  on "d iv in e  Bounty  and g o v e r n ­

m ent"  ( 9 2 8 - 9 3 6 ) .  He r e v i e w s  the s p ir i t u a l  b l i n d n e s s  that has  r e s u l t e d  

f r o m  the p r e s u m p t i o n s  of the s c i e n t i f i c  mind:

S h a l l  m e n  for  w h o m  our  age  
U nb aff led  p o w e r s  of v i s i o n  hath p r e p a r e d ,
To  e x p l o r e  the w o r ld  w ith out  and w o r ld  with in ,
B e  j o y l e s s  as  the  bl ind?  A m b i t io u s  s p i r i t s  - -  
W hom  e a r th ,  at th i s  l a t e  s e a s o n ,  hath p r o d u c e d  
T o  r e g u l a t e  the m o v in g  s p h e r e s ,  and w e ig h  
The p la n e t s  in  the  h o l lo w  o f  t h e i r  hand;
And th ey  who r a t h e r  d iv e  than s o a r ,  w h o s e  pa ins  
H ave  s o l v e d  the  e l e m e n t s ,  or  a n a l y s e d  
T he th inking p r i n c i p l e - - s h a l l  th ey  in  fa c t  
P r o v e  a d e g r a d e d  R a c e?  and what  a v a i l s  
R en ow n ,  i f  t h e i r  p r e s u m p t i o n  m a k e  t h e m  such?
Oh! t h e r e  i s  l a u g h te r  at t h e i r  w o r k  in  h e a v e n !
E n q u ir e  of a n c ie n t  W isd o m ;  go ,  d em a n d
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Of m i g h t y  N a t u r e ,  i f  ' tw as  e v e r  m e a n t  
That w e  shou ld  p r y  far  off  y e t  be  u n r a i s e d ;
That  w e  s h o u ld  p o r e ,  and dw in d le  a s  w e  p o r e ,
V ie w in g  a l l  o b j e c t i o n s  u n r e m i t t i n g l y  
In d i s c o n n e x i o n  d ead  and s p i r i t l e s s ;
And s t i l l  d iv id in g ,  and d iv id ing  s t i l l ,
B r e a k  down a l l  g r a n d e u r ,  s t i l l  u n s a t i s f i e d  
With the  p e r v e r s e  a t t e m p t ,  w h i le  l i t t l e n e s s  
M ay y e t  b e c o m e  m o r e  l i t t l e ;  w a g in g  thus  
An i m p i o u s  w a r f a r e  w ith  the  v e r y  l i f e  
Of our  own s o u l s !

(E x c .  , IV. 9 4 4 - 9 6 8 )

A n  a l t e r n a t e  dra f t ,  MS 58, ^  m a k e s  the  a n a lo g y  b e t w e e n  t h i s  kind o f  

a m b i t io n  and  Satan ic  p r e s u m p t i o n  m o r e  e x p l i c i t :

S h a l l  M en  fo r  w h o m  our  age  
The Optic  g l a s s  of S c i e n c e  hath  p r e p a r e d ,
B oth  f o r  the w o r l d  w i th in  and w o r l d  w ith out ,
B e  j o y l e s s  a s  the b l ind?  A m b i t i o u s  s o u l s  
W hom  E a r t h  a s  i f  to  r e c o m p e n s e  h e r  l o s s  
Of b o d i ly  S t a tu r e ,  h a s  p r o d u c e d  at l e n g t h  
To w a g e  w i th  h e a v e n  a s e c o n d  w a r ,  to w e ig h  
T h e  p la n e t s  in  the  h o l l o w  o f  t h e i r  hand  
And t a m e  the e l e m e n t s - - s h a l l  t h e y ,  in  fac t ,
B e  but a d w in d led  r a c e .  18

F o r  the  s o u r c e  o f  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  h e a v e n l y  l a u g h t e r  in th i s  

p a s s a g e ,  M i s s  D a r b i s h i r e  r e f e r s  us  to  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , XII. 59,  the

g r e a t  l a u g h t e r  . . . in  H e a v e n 1, at the  ' p r e s u m p t i o n 1 of  the  b u i l d e r s

19of  the  T o w e r  of B a b e l  and t h e i r  d i s c o m f i t u r e 11 - - t h e  v e r y  l in e  that  

W o r d s w o r th  m a r k e d  fo r  c r i t i c a l  c o m m e n t  in  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  n o te ,  

p r e f e r r i n g  as  " m o r e  r a t io n a l  & i m p r e s s i v e "  the t e a r s  of  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  

a n g e l s  to  the  l a u g h t e r  of  M i l to n ' s .

A lth ough  W o r d s w o r t h ' s  p r y in g  s c i e n t i s t s  s h a r e  t h e i r  " p r e ­

su m p tion "  with  Satan and N i m r o d ,  the W a n d e r e r ' s  d e p lo r in g  c r i t i c i s m  

of  t h e i r  b l ind  s e a r c h e s  c o m e s  c l o s e r  to R a p h a e l ' s  w a r n in g  to A d a m

not  to  s e e k  a f t e r  k n o w led g e  that d o e s  not c o n c e r n  h i m  o r  h i s  b e in g
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(P . L . , VIII. 6 6 - 1 7 8 ) .  S in c e  th is  d i s c u s s i o n  p r o v id e s  a n o th e r  in s ta n c e  

w h e r e  th e r e  i s  o c c a s i o n  fo r  h e a v e n ly  la u g h te r ,  and s in c e  the d e s i r e  to  

p r y  in to  G o d 's  s e c r e t s  i s  th e  b a s i s  on  w h ich  S a tan  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e n g in e e r s  

the fa l l  o f  E v e  and A d a m  (IX. 5 9 9 -7 3 2 ) ,  the l in k  to  th e  " p resu m p t io n "  

of Satan  and N im r o d  i s  im p l ic i t .  In r e s p o n s e  to A d a m 's  in q u ir ie s  c o n ­

c e r n in g  the c e l e s t i a l  m o t io n s ,  R a p h a e l  r e p l ie s :

T o  a s k  o r  s e a r c h  I b la m e  th ee  not, fo r  H e a v 'n  
Is a s  the B o o k  o f  God b e fo r e  th ee  s e t ,
W h e r e in  to  r ea d  h is  w o n d 'r o u s  W ork s , and le a r n  
H is  S e a s o n s ,  H o u r s ,  o r  D a y s ,  o r  M on th s , o r  Y e a r s :
T h is  to  a tta in , w h e th e r  H e a v 'n  m o v e  o r  E a r th ,
Im p o r ts  not, i f  th ou  r e c k 'n  r ight; the r e s t  
F r o m  M an or  A n g e l  th e  g r e a t  A r c h i t e c t  
D id w i s e l y  to  c o n c e a l ,  and not d iv u lg e  
H is  s e c r e t s  to be  s c a n n 'd  by  th e m  w ho ought  
R a th e r  a d m ir e ;  o r  i f  th e y  l i s t  to t r y  
C o n je c tu r e ,  h e  h is  F a b r ic  o f  the H e a v 'n s  
Hath le f t  to  th ir  d i s p u t e s ,  p e r h a p s  to  m o v e .
H is  la u g h te r  at th ir  quaint O p in io n s  w id e  
H e r e a f t e r ,  w h en  th ey  c o m e  to  m o d e l  H e a v 'n  
And c a lc u la te  the S t a r ' ,  h ow  th ey  w i l l  w ie ld  
T he m ig h ty  f r a m e ,  how  b u ild ,  unbuild , c o n tr iv e  
T o s a v e  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  how  g ir d  the S p h ere  
W ith C e n tr ic  and E c c e n t r i c  s c r ib b l 'd  o 'e r ,
C y c le  and E p ic y c l e ,  O rb in  O rb . . . .

(P . L>. , VIII. 6 6 -8 4 )

W o r d sw o r th 's  " A m b it io u s  s p i r i t s  . . .  a t th is  la t e  s e a s o n "  

p a r a l l e l  M ilto n 's  m e n  w ho m a y  " l i s t  to  t r y  C o n je c tu r e  . . . H e r e a f t e r .  " 

W o r d s w o r th 's  s c i e n t i s t s  s e e k  " T o  r e g u la te  the m o v in g  s p h e r e s ,  and  

w e ig h  T h e  p la n e ts" ;  M ilto n 's  d e s i r e  to  " c a lc u la te  the S ta rs"  and  

" w ie ld  T h e  m ig h ty  fr a m e "  of th e  u n iv e r s e .  W o r d s w o r th 's  W a n d erer  

in q u ir e s  " if  'tw as e v e r  m e a n t  T hat w e sh o u ld  p r y  fa r  o ff y e t  be  u n ­

r a ise d " ;  R a p h a e l  a d v i s e s  th at G od did "not d iv u lg e  H is  s e c r e t s  to  be

sca n n 'd  by t h e m  who ought R a th e r  a d m ir e .  " W o r d s w o r th ’s s c h o l a r s ,
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" s t i l l  d iv id in g ,  and d iv id in g  s t i l l ,  B r e a k  dow n a l l  g r a n d eu r"  and m a k e

" l i t t l e n e s s  . . . m o r e  l i t t le " ;  th e  " C e n tr ic  and E c c e n t r ic "  s c r ib b l in g s ,

th e  " C y c le  and E p i c y c l e ,  O rb in  O rb" of M ilto n 's  s c h o o lm e n  a c h ie v e

21th e  s a m e  t r iv ia l i t y .  A nd both  W o r d s w o r th 's  W a n d e r e r  and M ilto n 's

R a p h a e l  a g r e e  that th e r e  sh o u ld  be  la u g h te r  in  h e a v e n  at su c h  w o rk .

W hen v ie w e d  f r o m  the  p r o p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e r e  i s  no  g r e a t

r e v e r s a l  o f  o p in io n  in v o lv e d  in  W o r d s w o r th 's  ad op tin g  th e  v ie w  th at

in o r d in a te  p r e s u m p t io n ,  h o w e v e r  t r a g ic  the c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  i s  d e s e r v in g

of m o r e  th an  h u m a n  d e r i s io n .  B e t w e e n  1820 and 1827 , h o w e v e r ,  a

s t r a n g e  a l t e r a t io n  ta k e s  p la c e  in  W o r d s w o r th 's  a tt itu d e  to w a r d  a l e s s

r e p r e h e n s ib le  h u m a n  f r a i l t y - - t h a t  o f  lo v in g  not v e r y  w i s e l y  but to o

w e l l .  T h e  ch a n g e  i s  r e c o r d e d  in  th e  p e n u lt im a te  s ta n z a  of L a o d a m ia .

L a o d a m ia ,  e x h o r te d  by  th e  s p ir i t  of h e r  h u sb a n d  P r o t e s i l a u s  to  d e s i s t

f r o m  h e r  p r o lo n g e d  and p a s s io n a t e  g r i e f  o v e r  h is  d ea th , n e v e r t h e l e s s

d ie s  at th e  m o m e n t  of h i s  s p i r i t ' s  d e p a r tu r e .  F r o m  1815 to  1820 the

p o e t 's  p le a  i s  fo r  s y m p a th e t ic  u n d ers ta n d in g ;

A h , ju d ge  h e r  g e n t ly  w ho s o  d e e p ly  lo v e d !
H e r ,  w ho, in  r e a s o n ' s  s p i t e ,  y e t  w ith ou t c r i m e ,
W as in  a t r a n c e  o f  p a s s io n  th u s  r e m o v e d ;
D e l iv e r e d  f r o m  th e  g a l l in g  y o k e  o f t im e  
A nd t h e s e  f r a i l  e l e m e n t s - - t o  g a th e r  f l o w e r s  
Of b l i s s f u l  q u iet  'm id  unfading b o w e r s .  22

(1 5 8 - 1 6 3 )

T he t r a g ic  h e r o in e  i s  s e n t  to  h e r  h ap p y  r e s t .  T h e  p o e m  c l o s e s  w ith  

c o m p a s s io n a t e  h u m a n  t e a r s ,  and the  hope fo r  a c o r r e s p o n d in g  s y m p a ­

th y  in  n a tu r e  or  s u p e r n a tu r e  is  g e n t ly  d i s m i s s e d  a s  a fond b e l i e f .

If W o r d sw o r th  w e r e  to m a k e  any  c h a n g e s  in  th is  s ta n z a ,  w e  

w ou ld  e x p e c t  f r o m  h is  m a n u s c r ip t  n ote  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s  t th at h e  w ou ld
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a l lo w  fo r  d iv in e  s y m p a th y ,  e v e n  th ough  he m ig h t  s t i l l  w ant to  d is c o u n t

the m y th  o f th e  g r o w th  and b l ig h t  o f  the t r e e s  on P r o t i s e l a u s '  g r a v e .

In 1827, W o r d sw o r th  d o e s  in tro d u c e  th e  e l e m e n t  o f  d iv in e  r e s p o n s e  to

L a o d a m ia ' s  t r a g e d y ,  but it  i s  a h a r s h  r e v e r s a l  f r o m  w hat w e w ou ld

a n t ic ip a te .  He e l im i n a t e s  th e  a p p ea l fo r  h u m a n  sy m p a th y ;  L a o d a m ia ' s

d eep  lo v e  th at i s  "w ithout c r im e "  a lth ou gh  "in r e a s o n ' s  sp ite"  in  1815

b e c o m e s  "the c r im e  Of L o v e r s  that in  R e a s o n 's  s p ite  h a v e  loved " ;

th e  G ods a r e  not to  be  m o v e d  b y  " w ea k  pity"; L a o d a m ia  i s  r e m o v e d

f r o m  " b l i s s f u l  q u ie t  'm id  unfading  b o w e r s"  and " d o o m ed  to  w a n d e r  in

23a g r o s s e r  c l im e "  fo r  an u n l im ite d  t im e .  W o r d s w o r th 's  r e a d e r s  w e r e

u n d e r s ta n d a b ly  s h o c k e d  at th is  s t r a n g e  a l te r a t io n ;  he  d i s c u s s e s  one

su c h  r e a c t io n  in  a l e t t e r  to  h is  n ep h ew , John  W o r d sw o r th ,  w r i t te n  in

th e  autum n of 1831. W o r d sw o r th  e x p la in s  that M r. R o s e ,  a p r e a c h e r

who c r i t i c i z e d  the c h a n g e ,  i s  m is t a k e n  in th inking  that h e  o m it te d  a

s ta n z a  in  the 1827 ed ition:

T he l a s t  but one i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  a l t e r e d .  R 
d is l ik e d  th e  a l te r a t io n ;  but I can n ot b r in g  m y  m in d  to  
r e j e c t  it .  A s  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  the h e r o in e  w a s  d i s m i s s e d  to  
h a p p in e s s  in  E ly s i u m .  T o  w hat p u r p o se  th en  the m i s s i o n  
o f  P r o t e s i l a u s ?  He e x h o r t s  h e r  to  m o d e r a te  h e r  p a s s io n ;  
the e x h o r ta t io n  i s  f r u i t l e s s ,  and no  p u n is h m e n t  fo l lo w s .
So i t  s tood ; at p r e s e n t  sh e  i s  p la c e d  am o n g  unhappy  
g h o s t s  fo r  d i s r e g a r d  of th e  e x h o r ta t io n .  V ir g i l  a l s o  
p la c e s  h e r  th e r e ;  but c o m p a r e  the tw o p a s s a g e s ,  and g iv e  
m e  y o u r  op in io n . R s a id  any p u n is h m e n t  s to p p in g  s h o r t  o f  
the fu tu re  w o r ld  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  r e a s o n a b le ,  but not the  
m e la n c h o ly  one I h a v e  im p o s e d ,  a s  sh e  w a s  not a v o lu n ta r y  
s u ic id e .  Who s h a l l  d e c id e ,  w h en  d o c to r s  d i s a g r e e ?  24

(I ta l ic s  W. 's )

In 1840, W o r d sw o r th  m a k e s  fu r th e r  c h a n g e s  in  th e  p o em ; h e  ta k e s  

the s ta n d  that th e  G od s a r e  "just" in  t h e ir  p u n is h m e n t  o f  L a o d a m ia ;
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to  ju s t i fy  t h e ir  j u s t i c e  h e r  p a s s io n a t e  m o u rn in g  b e c o m e s  a "w ilful"  

c r im e .  He d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  m o d ify  h e r  doom ; it  h a s  an " ap p oin ted  

t i m e ."  A s  de S e l in c o u r t  n o t e s ,  W o r d sw o r th 's  " la s t  r ea d in g  i s  a c o m ­

p r o m is e  b e tw e e n  the p o s i t io n s  ta k en  up in the p r e v io u s  two; i f  the

s e c o n d  w a s  too  s e v e r e  upon h is  h e r o in e ,  the f i r s t  w a s  c l e a r l y  both u n -

25V ir g i l ia n  and a l s o  in c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  the  e th o s  of the poem ":

T h u s ,  a l l  in  v a in  e x h o r te d  and r e p r o v e d ,
She p e r is h e d ;  and, a s  fo r  a w ilfu l  c r im e ,
B y the ju s t  G ods w h o m  no w e a k  p ity  m o v e d ,
W as d o o m ed  to  w e a r  out h e r  a p p o in ted  t im e ,
A p a r t  f r o m  happy G h o s t s ,  th at g a th e r  f lo w e r s  
Of b l i s s f u l  q u iet  'm id unfading b o w e r s .

(1 5 8 -1 6 3 )

In th is  f in a l v e r s i o n ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  that a lth ou gh  th e  co n c lu d in g  s ta n z a  

w il l  a l lo w  fo r  h u m an  t e a r s ,  it  r u le s  out e n t ir e ly  any p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

d iv in e  sy m p a th y ,  pagan  o r  C h r is t ia n .  It i s  a m y s t i f y in g  p u z z le  to  m e  

how  the p o e t  who w ould  h a v e  a n g e ls  w e ep  o v e r  th e  fo l ly  and p r e s u m p ­

t io n  o f  N im r o d 's  f o l lo w e r s  co u ld  c h a r a c t e r i z e  p ity  fo r  L a o d a m ia ' s  

s u f fe r in g  a s  "weak" and c o n s id e r  the G ods w ho co u ld  not be  m o v e d  by  

su ch  p ity  " ju st .  " It m u s t  a l s o  be  b o r n e  in  m in d  th at t h e s e  r e v i s io n s

.w ere  p ro b a b ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  W o r d s w o r th 's  ch a n g ed  a tt itu d e  to w a rd

Z6the p o e m , g iv in g  it  th e  " lo f t ie r  tone" that in d u ced  h im  to  c l a s s i f y
m

it  am on g  the " P o e m s  Of The Im a g in a t io n .  "

Out of r e g a r d  fo r  the p o e t  o f  " p erv a d in g  lo v e ,  " it  s e e m s  

p r o p e r  to  c l o s e  th is  d i s c u s s i o n  of W o r d sw o r th 's  v i e w s  of d iv in e  

sy m p a th y  and j u s t i c e  in  a m o o d  that i s  m o r e  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  of the  

u s u a l ,  c o m p a s s io n a t e  t e n o r  of h is  p o e tr y .  In B ook  X of P a r a d i s e  

L o s t  W o r d sw o r th  m a r k s  a p a s s a g e  of n o ta b le  p a th os  that d e m o n s t r a t e s
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M ilto n 's  c a p a c i ty  fo r  d eep  h u m an  sy m p a th y  in  a s i tu a t io n  w h e r e  i m m i ­

nent d eath  is  a ju s t ly  e x p e c t e d  p u n ish m e n t  fo r  in o r d in a te  p r e s u m p t io n  

and g r o s s  d i s o b e d ie n c e  to God. A d a m  and E v e  h a v e  q u a r r e le d  a f t e r  

the fa l l ;  E v e  m a k e s  the f i r s t  m o v e  to w a r d  r e c o n c i l ia t io n ,  and the s u c ­

c e s s  o f  h e r  e f f o r t s  i s  a l s o  the f i r s t  s te p  to w a rd  t h e ir  r e c o n c i l ia t io n  

w ith  God:

F o r s a k e  m e  not th u s ,  A d a m , w i t n e s s  H e a v 'n  
What lo v e  s i n c e r e ,  and r e v e r e n c e  in  m y  h e a r t  
I b e a r  th e e ,  and u n w ee t in g  h a v e  o ffen d ed ,
U n h ap p ily  d e c e iv 'd ;  thy su p p lia n t  
I b e g ,  and c la s p  thy k n e e s ;  b e r e a v e  m e  not,
W h ereo n  I l i v e ,  thy g e n t le  lo o k s ,  thy  a id ,
T hy c o u n s e l  in  th is  u t t e r m o s t  d i s t r e s s ,
My on ly  s tr e n g th  and s ta y :  f o r lo r n  of th e e ,
W hither  s h a l l  I b e ta k e  m e ,  w h e r e  s u b s is t?
W hile  y e t  w e l i v e ,  s c a r c e  one sh o r t  h o u r  p e r h a p s ,  x  
B e t w e e n  us tw o  le t  th e r e  be  p e a c e  . . . .

(P .  L . , X. 9 1 4 -9 2 4 )

It i s  a d e e p ly  m o v in g  l i n e - - "  W hile y e t  w e l i v e ,  s c a r c e  one s h o r t  hou r  

p erh a p s"  - -an d  it  i s  u n fortu n ate  that W o r d sw o r th  did not put to  p a p er  

the th ou gh ts  and f e e l in g s  that p r o m p te d  h im  to  p la c e  h is  m a r k  b e s id e  

that l in e .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a p a s s a g e  in  T he P r e l u d e , w r it te n  

v e r y  m u ch  in the s a m e  m o o d . H e r e ,  th e  im m in e n t  d eath  i s  th e  p a s s ­

ing of W o r d sw o r th 's  p o e t ic  p o w e r s ;  W o rd sw o r th , m e t a p h o r ic a l ly  at 

l e a s t ,  i s  m ak in g  a la s t  e f fo r t  at c o m m u n ic a t io n  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  

that s e e m s  r e m in i s c e n t  in  to n e  o f E v e ' s :

T he d a y s  gon e  by  
C om e b a c k  upon m e  f r o m  the dawn a lm o s t  
Of l i fe :  the h id in g - p la c e s  of m y  p o w e r  
S e e m  open; I a p p ro a ch , and th en  th ey  c lo s e ;
I s e e  by g l i m p s e s  now; w h en  a g e  c o m e s  on,
M ay s c a r c e l y  s e e  at a l l ,  and I w ou ld  g iv e ,
W hile  y e t  w e  m a y , as  fa r  a s  w o r d s  can  g iv e ,
A s u b s ta n c e  and a l i f e  to  w hat I f e e l  . . . .  27

(1805: XI. 3 3 4 -3 4 1 )
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2. F r o m  B e a s t  T o  A n g e l

One o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  that e m e r g e s  f r o m  H. J. C.

G r i e r s o n ' s  c o m p a r is o n  o f  M ilto n  and W o r d sw o r th  i s  th at M ilton

"with a l l  h is  g r e a t n e s s "  la c k s  " sy m p a th y  w ith  p o o r  h u m an

n a t u r e - - i t s  b le n d ed  g r e a t n e s s  and w e a k n e s s ."  W o r d sw o r th ,  he

c l a i m s ,  " s u p p l ie s  w hat w e  s e e k  in  v a in  in  M ilto n , " fo r  W o r d sw o rth

" is ,  at th e  c e n t r e ,  one of the g r e a t  p o e ts  o f  lo v e .  W ith S h e l le y  he

fin d s  in lo v e  the u l t im a te  s o lu t io n  of th e  p r o b le m  of l i f e ;  but he  h a s

28not S h e l l e y ' s  im p a t ie n c e ,  n o r  M ilto n 's  in t e l l e c t u a l i t y ."

It i s  r a th e r  doubtful that W o r d sw o r th  w o u ld  h a v e  a g r e e d  to

th is  c h a r a c t e r iz a t io n  of M ilton . A s  e a r ly  a s  F e b r u a r y  1801, L a m b

r e p o r t s  W o r d sw o r th  a s  sa y in g  th at " M ilton  p o s s e s s e d  in  a d e g r e e  fa r

e x c e e d in g  o th e r  P o e t s  . . .  a c e r t a in  U nion  of T e n d e r n e s s  and

Im a g in a t io n  . . . w h ich  U nion , a s  the h ig h e s t  s p e c i e s  of p o e tr y ,  and

29c h ie f ly  d e s e r v in g  that n a m e ,  'He w a s  m o s t  p ro u d  to  a s p ir e  to . "'

In h is  P r e f a c e  to  the E d it io n  o f 1815 , W o r d sw o r th  i s  s t i l l  o f  the  

o p in io n  that the d is t in c t io n  of M ilto n 's  p o e tr y  i s  i t s  c o m b in a t io n  of  

e m o t io n  and thought: "T he g ra n d  s t o r e - h o u s e s  o f  e n t h u s ia s t ic  and  

m e d it a t iv e  Im a g in a t io n ,  o f  p o e t ic a l ,  a s  c o n t r a - d i s t in g u is h e d  f r o m  

h u m a n  and d r a m a t ic  Im a g in a t io n ,  a r e  the p r o p h e t ic  and l y r i c a l  p a r t s  

of the H o ly  S c r ip t u r e s ,  and th e  w o r k s  of M ilton; to w h ich  I can n ot f o r ­

b e a r  to  add th o s e  of S p e n s e r .

N o r  w ould  W o rd sw o r th  h a v e  a p p r e c ia te d  G r i e r s o n ' s  ju d g m en t  

that h is  c o n c e p t io n  of lo v e  la c k e d  the in t e l l e c t u a l i t y  o f  M ilto n 's .
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W o r d sw o r th  d o e s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  d e c la r e  to w a r d  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  T he

P r e lu d e  that:

I m a g in a t io n  h a v in g  b e e n  our t h e m e ,
So a l s o  hath th at in t e l l e c t u a l  lo v e ,
F o r  th ey  a r e  e a c h  in  e a c h ,  and can n ot s tan d  
D iv id u a lly .  .

(1805: XIII. 1 8 5 -1 8 8 )  1

In l ig h t  of h is  r e m a r k s  to L a m b  and h is  c h a r a c t e r i z a t io n  o f M ilto n  in  

the P r e f a c e  o f 1815 , it  d o e s  not s e e m  c a p r ic io u s  to in fe r  that T he  

P r e lu d e  h a s  b e e n  t e l l in g  the s t o r y  o f the m a k in g  o f  j u s t  s u c h  a p o e t  as  

W o r d sw o r th  th ought th at M ilton  w a s .

T h is  i s  not to  s a y  th at W o r d s w o r th 's  c o n c e p t io n  o f the  

q u a l i t ie s  and fu n c t io n s  of l o v e  in h u m a n  l i f e  and in the n a tu r a l  w o r ld  

w e r e  id e n t ic a l  to  M il to n 's ,  but to  s u g g e s t  that W o r d sw o r th  w ould  not  

h a v e  c o n s id e r e d  t h e m  in  c o n f l ic t .  He m ig h t  in  fa c t  h a v e  thought of h is  

ow n p r in c ip le  o f  lo v e  a s  an ou tgrow th  f r o m  M il to n 's ,  tak ing  i t s  

a u th o r ity  f r o m  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r a th e r  th an  t h e o lo g ic a l  t r u t h s - - a  

d e v e lo p m e n t  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  by the l a r g e r  s t o r e h o u s e  of k n o w led g e  c o n ­

c e r n in g  n a tu re  and h u m a n  n a tu re  that w a s  now a v a i la b le  to  h im . It 

s e e m s  to m e  th at W o r d s w o r th 's  n o ta t io n s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  p r o v id e  

s o m e  su p p o rt  fo r  su ch  a s u p p o s it io n .

In B ook  VIII o f  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , A d a m 's  a c co u n t  of h is  nu ptia l  

e x p e r ie n c e  p r e c ip i t a t e s  a d i s c u s s i o n  w ith  R a p h a e l  of the k in d s  and  

q u a l i t ie s  of lo v e .  A d a m 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the tr u e  n a tu re  o f  lo v e  i s  

not on ly  c e n tr a l  to  th e  hap py  and v ir tu o u s  l i f e  w h o s e  c o n tin u a n ce  it i s  

R a p h a e l ' s  m i s s i o n  to p r e s e r v e ;  it i s  c r u c ia l  to h is  a b i l i ty  to  w ith sta n d  

the te m p ta t io n  th at i s  to  c o m e .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  A d a m 's

fa i lu r e  to  r e m e m b e r  th is  l e s s o n  o f  lo v e  that i s  the o c c a s io n  of h is  fa l l .

3 2T h e p r o p e r  w a y  o f  th ink ing  and l o v i n g r i g h t  R ea so n "  and " tru e  L ove"
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in  M ilto n 's  t e r m s - - i s  t h e r e f o r e  the c r u x  o f  M ilto n 's  " g r ea t

a rg u m en t"  a s  it  i s  o f  W o r d s w o r th 's .  W o r d sw o r th  m a r k s  th r e e  l in e s

in  th is  s e q u e n c e  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , but he d o e s  not fa v o r  us w ith  any

c o m m e n t .  In tr y in g  to  d e te r m in e  the n a tu re  of W o r d sw o r th 's  i n t e r e s t

in  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  a s  it  i s  r e v e a le d  in  h is  l e t t e r s ,  p r o s e ,  and p o e tr y ,  it

m ig h t  be  w e l l  to  s t a r t  w ith  th e  m o r e  o b v io u s  e v id e n c e  of W o r d s w o r th 's

u s e  of th is  p a s s a g e  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  and th en  a t tem p t  to  "bu ild  up

33g r e a t e s t  th in g s  F r o m  l e a s t  s u g g e s t io n s "  by  m e a n s  of the s u b t le r  

in d ic a t io n s  o f  the r e la t io n  of t h e s e  id e a s  to  the t h e m e s  o f  W o r d s w o r th 's  

p h i lo s o p h ic  son g .

T he f i r s t  of W o r d sw o r th 's  m a r k s  o c c u r s  in  A d a m 's  d e s c r i p ­

t io n  of h is  w ed d in g  night:

the a m o r o u s  B ir d  o f  N ight  
Sung S p o u sa l ,  and b id  h a s t e  the E v 'n in g  S ta r  
On h i s  H i l l  top , to  l ig h t  th e  b r id a l  L a m p . x

(P .  L. , VIII. 5 1 8 -5 2 0 )

T he f ig u r e  o f  the e v en in g  s t a r  a s  a s ig n a l  fo r  th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  of

nu ptia l r i t e s  w a s  a t r a d it io n a l  o n e , ’ e m p lo y e d  in  e p i th a la m ia  f r o m

34C atu llu s '  to  S p e n s e r ' s .  W o r d sw o rth  u s e s  it  in  a n ew  and m o s t  

e f f e c t iv e  s e n s e  to  e x p r e s s  th e  th e m e  of h is  p h i lo s o p h ic  song:

P a r a d i s e ,  and g r o v e s  
E ly s i a n ,  F o r tu n a te  F i e ld s  . . .

why sh o u ld  th ey  b e  
A h i s t o r y  o n ly  o f  d e p a r te d  th in g s ,
Or a m e r e  f i c t io n  o f  w hat n e v e r  w a s?
F o r  th e  d i s c e r n in g  in t e l l e c t  o f  M an,
W hen w ed d ed  to  th is  g o o d ly  u n iv e r s e  
In lo v e  and h o ly  p a s s io n ,  s h a l l  f in d  t h e s e  
A s im p le  p r o d u c e  o f th e  c o m m o n  day.
- - I ,  long  b e fo r e  the b l i s s f u l  h o u r  a r r i v e s ,
W ould chant, in  lo n e ly  p e a c e ,  th e  s p o u s a l  v e r s e
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Of th is  g r e a t  c o n s u m m a t io n  . . . .

D e s c e n d ,  p r o p h e t ic  S p ir i t !

upon m e  b e s to w  
A g if t  o f  g en u in e  in s ig h t;  that m y  Song  
With s t a r - l i k e  v ir tu e  in  i t s  p la c e  m a y  sh in e  . . . .

(P r o s p e c t u s , 4 7 - 5 8 ;  8 3 -8 9 )

T he p o e t  i s  M ilto n 's  " a m o r o u s  B ir d  o f  N igh t , " the

n ig h t in g a le  w ho s in g s  in  p e a c e f u l  s e c lu s io n ;  h is  " s p o u s a l  v e r s e "  i s

M ilto n 's  " S p ou sa l"  so n g  but it  h a s  th e  " s t a r - l i k e  v ir tu e"  o f  M ilto n 's

" E v 'n in g  S t a r " - - i n  an e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n ,  W o r d sw o r th  c a l l s  h is  v e r s e  "a

35l ig h t  hung up in h e a v e n ,  " both s t a r  and " b r id a l L a m p . " The w ed d in g  

o f  N a tu re  w ith  th e  " d is c e r n in g  in t e l l e c t  of Man" is  to be c o n s u m m a t e d  

in  the " love  and h o ly  p a s s io n "  th at c h a r a c t e r i z e  p r e la p s a r i a n  lo v e  in

36E den .

A d a m 's  e x p e r ie n c e  of m a r i ta l  lo v e  r e s u l t s  in  a v o lu n ta r y

a b d ica t io n  of h is  p o w e r s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  a m an . In s tea d  of

s e e k in g  the fau lt  in h im s e l f ,  he  a s s i g n s  th e  e r r o r  to  N a tu r e ,  in  e f f e c t

to  God the C r e a to r .  A d a m  f e e l s  h i m s e l f  s u p e r io r  to a l l  o th er

e n jo y m e n ts ,  "only  w ea k  A g a in s t  the c h a r m  of B e a u ty 's  p o w e r fu l

g la n ce" ;  e i th e r  n a tu r e  fa i le d  in  h im  or  e r r e d  in  m a k in g  E v e  too

b ea u tifu l (VIII. 5 3 0 -5 3 9 ) .  A d a m  k n ow s that E v e  w a s  c r e a te d  in f e r io r ,

37a l e s s  p e r f e c t  im a g e  of God (VIII. 5 4 0 -5 5 6 ) ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s  he  m a k e s  

the m is ta k e  of s e e in g  h e r  a s  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  d e s p i te  the fa c t  th a t ,  in  

r e q u e s t in g  that God p r o v id e  h im  w ith  a s u ita b le  c o m p a n io n ,  A d a m  had  

e a r l i e r  u n d e r s to o d  th at o n ly  G od i s  p e r f e c t  and c o m p le te  in  h i m s e l f  

(VIII. 4 1 5 -4 2 0 ) .  A d a m  not on ly  f e e l s  th at E v e  i s  s u p e r io r  to  h im ,  "As  

one in ten d ed  f i r s t ,  not a f t e r  m a d e  O c c a s io n a l ly "  but eq u a l to G od, " so
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a b s o lu te  sh e  s e e m s  And in  h e r s e l f  c o m p le te " ;  a l l  o f  the q u a l i t ie s  

by r e a s o n  o f w h ich  A d a m  w a s  m a d e  th e  " su b s t itu te "  or s u r r o g a t e  o f  

God and g iv e n  d o m in io n  o v e r  a l l  the c r e a t u r e s  on e a r t h - - " h ig h e r  

k n o w le d g e ,"  " W is d o m ,"  " A u th o r ity  and R e a s o n " - - a r e  " d egrad ed "  and  

" d isco u n t'n a n c 't"  b y  E v e ' s  " l o v e l i n e s s ,  s o  a b so lu te"  and the  

" C o m m o tio n  s tr a n g e "  o f s e x u a l  lo v e  (VIII. 3 8 1 -3 8 2 ;  5 3 1 -5 3 3 ;

5 4 7 -5 5 6 ) .  W arning A d a m  not to  a c c u s e  N a tu re  o f e r r o r  and not to  be  

" d iffid en t Of W isd om "  s in c e  sh e  w i l l  not d e s e r t  h im  i f  he  d o e s  not  

" D i s m i s s  . . . h er"  (5 6 1 - 5 6 4 ) ,  R a p h a e l b e g in s  h i s  e x p la n a t io n  o f the  

s c a l e  of lo v e  by d e m o n s tr a t in g  that th e  fa c u lty  of r e a s o n  that  

s e p a r a t e s  m a n  f r o m  the b e a s t  a l s o  d i s t in g u is h e s  the q u a lity  of h is  

lo v e :

i f  th e  s e n s e  of tou ch  w h e r e b y  m an kind  
Is p r o p a g a ted  s e e m  su c h  d e a r  d e l ig h t  
B ey o n d  a l l  o th e r ,  th ink the s a m e  v o u tsa f ' t  
To C attle  and e a c h  B e a s t ;  w h ich  w ould  not be  
To th e m  m a d e  c o m m o n  and d iv u lg 'd ,  i f  aught  
T h e r e in  e n jo y 'd  w e r e  w o r th y  to  subdue  
T he Sou l of M an, or p a s s io n  in  h im  m o v e .
What h ig h e r  in  h e r  s o c i e t y  th ou  f in d 's t  
A t t r a c t iv e ,  h u m an , r a t io n a l ,  lo v e  s t i l l ;
In lo v in g  th ou  d o s t  w e l l ,  in  p a s s io n  not,
W h e r e in  tru e  L o v e  c o n s i s t s  not; L o v e  r e f in e s  
T he th o u g h ts ,  and h e a r t  e n l a r g e s ,  hath h i s  s e a t  
In R e a s o n ,  and i s  ju d ic io u s ,  i s  the s c a l e  
B y w h ic h  to h e a v 'n ly  L o v e  thou  m a y ' s t  a s c e n d ,
N ot sunk in  c a r n a l  p l e a s u r e ,  fo r  w h ich  c a u s e  
A m on g  the  B e a s t s  no  M ate fo r  th ee  w a s  found, x

(P .  L . , VIII. 5 7 9 -5 9 4 )

A lth ou gh  W o rd sw o rth  m a k e s  no c o m m e n t  on the l in e  th at he  

m a r k e d - - " A m o n g  th e  B e a s t s  no M ate fo r  th e e  w a s  fo u n d " - -h e  did  

r e c o r d  h is  r e a c t io n ,  in a v e r y  in t e r e s t in g  c o n n e c t io n ,  in a l e t t e r  to  

W ill ia m  G odw in  (M a rch  9, 1811). G odw in  had  s e n t  W o rd sw o rth  a cop y  

of the " S tory  of the B e a u ty  and the B e a s t"  and s u g g e s t e d  that W o rd sw o r th  

r e p r o d u c e  the fab le  in  v e r s e .  A m o n g  o th er  r e a s o n s  fo r  tu rn in g  the  

p r o je c t  dow n, W o rd sw o r th  s ta te s :
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I c o n f e s s  th e r e  i s  to  m e  s o m e th in g  d is g u s t in g  in  the  
n o t io n  o f  a h u m a n  B e in g  c o n s e n t in g  to  m a te  w ith  a 
B e a s t ,  h o w e v e r  a m ia b le  h is  q u a l i t i e s  o f  h e a r t .  T h e r e  
i s  a l in e  and a h a l f  in  th e  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  upon th is  
s u b j e c t  w h ich  a lw a y s  s h o c k e d  m e ,  - -"for w h ich  c a u s e  
A m o n g  the B e a s t s  no M ate  fo r  th ee  w a s  found." T h e s e  
a r e  o b j e c t s  to  w h ich  the a t te n t io n  of the  m in d  ought not to  
b e  tu rn ed  e v e n  a s  th in g s  in  p o s s i b i l i t y .  - - I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  
th e  T a le  in  f r e n c h ,  but a s  e v e r y  body k n o w s ,  the w o rd  
B e t e  in  f r e n c h  c o n v e r s a t io n  p e r p e t u a l ly  o c c u r s  a s  a p p lie d  
to a s tu p id , s e n s e l e s s ,  h a l f - i d i o t i c  P e r s o n - - B e t i s e  in  l ik e  
m a n n e r  s ta n d s  fo r  s tu p id ity .  W ith us B ea.st and b e s t ia l  
e x c i t e  lo a t h s o m e  and d is g u s t in g  id e a s ,  I m e a n  w hen  
a p p lie d  in  a m e t a p h o r ic a l  m a n n e r ;  and C on seq u en tly  
s o m e th in g  of the  s a m e  h a n g s  abou t th e  l i t e r a l  s e n s e  of 
the w o r d s .  B r u te  i s  the w o rd  e m p lo y e d  w h en  w e c o n tr a s t  
th e  in t e l l e c t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  of the in f e r io r  a n im a ls  w ith  our  
ownj the b r u te  c r e a t io n ,  &c. "Y e of b r u te  h u m a n , w e  of  
h u m a n  G ods" [ P .  L. , IX. 7 1 2 ] .  B r u te  m e t a p h o r ic a l ly  
u s e d ,  w ith  u s  d e s ig n a t e s  i l l - m a n n e r s  o f  a c o a r s e  k ind, or  
in s o le n t  and f e r o c io u s  c r u e l t y - - I  m a k e  t h e s e  r e m a r k s  w ith  
a v ie w  to  the d if f ic u lty  a tten d in g  the t r e a t m e n t  of th is  s to r y  
in  our to n g u e ,  I m e a n  in v e r s e ,  w h e r e  the u t m o s t  d e l i c a c y ,  
th at i s ,  t r u e  p h i lo s o p h ic  p e r m a n e n t  d e l i c a c y  i s  r e q u ir e d .  38

( I ta l ic s  W. ’s)

39In one of th e  m o s t  b a s i c ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p a s s a g e s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t ,

W o r d sw o r th  e v id e n t ly  f in d s  M ilton  la c k in g  in  " tru e  p h i lo s o p h ic

p e r m a n e n t  d e l ic a c y " ;  the w o rd  "brute" he  f e e l s  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e

a p p r o p r ia te  to  M ilto n 's  m e a n in g ,  but he  w ould  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  that the

p o s s i b i l i t y  of b r u t i s h n e s s  in  h u m an  lo v e  w e r e  not m e n t io n e d  at a l l .

T h is  a tt itu d e  ta k e s  an in t e r e s t in g  f o r m  w h en  W o rd sw o r th  c o m e s  to

c o m p o s e  h i s  ow n s c a l e  of lo v e  (P r e l .  , 1805: XIII. 1 4 9 -1 7 0 ;  1850:

40XIV. 1 6 8 -1 9 2 ) ,  to  be  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  in  th is  ch a p ter .

R a p h a e l ' s  r e m in d e r  that A d a m 's  in t e l l e c t u a l  q u a l i t ie s  w e r e  

th e  c a u s e  fo r  w h ich  "A m ong the B e a s t s  no M ate fo r  . . . [ h im ]  w a s  

found" a d v e r t s  to  A d a m 's  own r e a s o n in g  w ith  God w h en  he  r e q u e s t e d  a 

co m p a n io n  "fit to  p a r t ic ip a te  A ll  r a t io n a l  d e l ig h t ,  w h e r e in  the b ru te
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Cannot be  h u m a n  co n so r t"  (VIII. 3 8 9 -3 9 2 ) ;  " A m on g  u n e q u a l s A d a m

a s k e d ,  "what s o c i e t y  Can s o r t ,  w hat h a r m o n y  o r  tr u e  de ligh t?  "

(3 8 3 - 3 8 4 ) .  H e r e  M ilton  u s e s  the w o rd  "brute" in s t e a d  o f  " b e a s t ,"  the

w o rd  th at, a s  W o rd sw o rth  e x p la in e d  to  G odw in , i s  m o r e  a p p l ic a b le  in

c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  th is  k ind. W ithin th is  c o n te x t ,  W o r d sw o r th  e v id e n t ly

h a s  no  o b je c t io n  to  d i s c u s s i n g  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  m a n  and the

lo w e r  o r d e r s  in  n a tu r e .  He u s e s  the c o n c ep t  to  m a k e  a g r a c e fu l

c o m p l im e n t  to  S ir  G e o r g e  B eau m on t:

T h e r e  can  be no  v a lu a b le  f r ie n d s h ip  w h e r e  the p a r t i e s  
a r e  not m u tu a l ly  c a p a b le  of in s tr u c t in g  and d e l ig h t in g  
e a c h  o th er ;  I a m  s u r e  that you  and I h a v e  both l iv e d  
lon g  en o u g h  to  b e  c o n v in c e d  o f  th is  tru th , t h e s e  q u a l i t ie s  
I h a v e  found in  you  and L a d y  B e a u m o n t ,  and i f  I h ad  not  
c o n f id e n c e  th at I a m  in  p a r t  ca p a b le  of r e p a y in g  w hat I 
r e c e i v e d  I sh o u ld  not v e n tu r e  to  s e e k  y o u r  s o c i e t y  a s  I 
h a v e  d on e , b e in g  s u r e  that b e tw e e n  p e r s o n s  e n t i r e ly  
u n eq u al in  m e n ta l  e n d o w m e n t s ,  " n o  s o c i e t y  (as  M ilto n  
e x p r e s s e s  it) c a n  c o n s i s t  n o r  h a r m o n y  o r  tr u e  d e ligh t."  41

R a p h a e l ' s  c o u n s e l  on the d is t in c t io n s  b e tw e e n  h u m an  lo v e  and

a n im a l  and on th e  q u a l i t i e s  th at m a k e  fo r  tr u e  lo v e  d o e s  s e e m ,  w ith  th e

e x c e p t io n  of th e  one l in e ,  to h a v e  w on  W o r d s w o r th 's  a p p ro v a l .  It

p r o v id e s  th e  te x t  fo r  P r o t e s i l a u s '  s e r m o n  to  L a o d a m i a - - a d v i c e  w h ich

sh e ,  l ik e  A d a m , f a i l s  to a d h e r e  to , fo r  w h ich  fa i lu r e  W o r d sw o r th

42in v o k e s  a p u n ish m e n t  m o r e  h a r s h  p e r h a p s  th an  th at l e v i e d  on A d a m  

and E ve:

B e  tau gh t, O fa ith fu l C o n so r t ,  to  c o n tr o l  
R e b e l l io u s  p a s s io n :  fo r  th e  G ods a p p ro v e  
The depth , and not the tu m u lt ,  o f th e  sou l;
A  f e r v e n t ,  not u n g o v e r n a b le ,  lo v e .
T hy t r a n s p o r t s  m o d e r a te  . . . .

T hou, though s tr o n g  in  lo v e ,  a r t  a l l  too  w e a k
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In r e a s o n ,  in  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  too  s low ;

B e  thy a f f e c t io n s  r a i s e d  and s o l e m n is e d .
L e a r n ,  by  a m o r t a l  y e a r n in g ,  to  a s c e n d - -  
S e e k in g  a h ig h e r  o b je c t .  L o v e  w a s  g iv e n ,
E n c o u r a g e d ,  s a n c t io n e d ,  c h ie f ly  fo r  th a t  end;
F o r  th is  th e  p a s s i o n  to  e x c e s s  w a s  d r i v e n - -  
T hat s e l f  m ig h t  be  ann ulled ; h e r  b on d age  p r o v e  
T h e f e t t e r s  of a d r e a m  o p p o se d  to  lo v e .

(L a o d a m ia , 7 3 -7 7 ;  1 3 9 -1 5 0 )

P r o t e s i l a u s  a d v i s e s  that "the G od s a p p ro v e  T he depth , and not the  

tu m u lt ,  o f the sou l" ;  R ap h ael s a y s  that p a s s io n  i s  not " w orth y  to  

su b d u e  The Sou l o f  Man" (VIII. 5 8 3 -5 8 5 ) .  P r o t e s i l a u s  u r g e s  "A 

f e r v e n t ,  not u n g o v e r n a b le ,  lo v e " ;  R a p h a e l t e l l s  A d a m , "In lo v in g  

th ou  d o s t  w e l l ,  in  p a s s io n  not" (VIII. 588). L a o d a m ia  i s  " s tr o n g  in  

l o v e ,  . . . a l l  to o  w e a k  In rea so n " ;  A d a m  c o n f e s s e s  h i m s e l f  s tr o n g  

in  r e a s o n  to  m o d e r a t e  a l l  o th e r  e n jo y m e n ts  but "on ly  w eak" a g a in s t  h is  

p a s s io n  fo r  E v e ' s  b e a u ty  (VIII. 531 -5 3 3 ) .  P r o t e s i l a u s  e x p la in s  that  

" L o v e  w a s  g iv e n ,  E n c o u r a g e d ,  s a n c t io n e d ,  c h ie f ly  fo r  that end" that  

hu m an k in d  sh o u ld  " a scen d "  to a " h ig h e r ,  " m o r e  s a c r e d  lo v e ;

R a p h a e l t e a c h e s  th at L o v e  b a s e d  in  R e a s o n  " is  the s c a l e  B y  w h ich  to  

h e a v 'n ly  L o v e  th ou  m a y ' s t  a s c e n d "  (VIII. 5 8 9 -5 9 2 ) ;  and A d a m  a g r e e s  

that "L ove  . . . L e a d s  up to  H ea v 'n , i s  both the w a y  and guide"

(VIII. 6 1 2 -6 1 3 ) .  In a f in a l  w a r n in g  to  L a o d a m ia ,  P r o t e s i l a u s  

m a in ta in s  that p a s s io n  ca n  on ly  r e s u l t  in  "bondage . . . T he f e t t e r s  of  

a d r e a m  o p p o se d  to  lo v e" ;  R a p h a e l  c a u t io n s  A d a m  th at "in p a s s io n  . . . 

tr u e  L o v e  c o n s i s t s  not. "

A fte r  A d a m  a s s u r e s  R a p h a e l th at he d o e s  lo v e  E v e  fo r  w hat  

i s  "hum an and ra t io n a l"  in  h e r  c h a r a c te r ;
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a s  t h o s e  g r a c e f u l  a c t s ,
T h o s e  th o u sa n d  d e c e n c i e s  that d a i ly  f lo w  
F r o m  a l l  h e r  w o r d s  and a c t io n s ,  m ix t  w ith  L o v e  
And s w e e t  c o m p l ia n c e ,  w h ich  d e c la r e  u n fe ig n 'd  
U nion  of M ind, or  in  us both  one Sou l . . . .

(VIII. 6 0 0 -6 0 4 )

he p o s e s  the q u e s t io n  that g iv e s  R a p h a e l the op p o rtu n ity  to  c o m p le te

th e  s c a l e  of lo v e ;  do A n g e ls  lo v e ,  he  a s k s :

h ow  th ir  L o v e  
E x p r e s s  th ey ,  by  lo o k s  o n ly , o r  do th ey  m ix  
I r r a d ia n c e ,  v ir tu a l  o r  im m e d ia t e  touch?

(6 1 5 - 6 1 7 )

T o w h o m  th e  A n g e l  w ith  a s m i l e  th at g lo w 'd  
C e le s t ia l  r o s y  r ed ,  L o v e ' s  p r o p e r  h u e ,
A n s w e r 'd .  L e t  it  s u f f i c e  th e e  th at th ou  k n o w 's t  
Us h ap py, and w ith ou t L o v e  no h a p p in e s s .
W h a tev er  p u re  th ou  in  the body e n j o y 's t  
(And p u re  thou w e r t  c r e a te d )  w e  e n jo y  
In e m in e n c e ,  and o b s t a c le  find  non e  
Of m e m b r a n e ,  jo in t ,  or  l im b ,  e x c l u s i v e  b a r s ;  x  
E a s i e r  than  A ir  w ith  A ir ,  i f  S p ir i t s  e m b r a c e ,
T o ta l  th e y  m ix ,  U n ion  of P u r e  w ith  P u r e  
D e s ir in g ;  n or  r e s t r a in 'd  c o n v e y a n c e  n e e d  
A s F l e s h  to  m ix  w ith  F l e s h ,  or  Soul w ith  Sou l.

(6 1 8 -6 2 9 )

A lth ou gh  W o rd sw o rth  m a r k s  the l in e ,  "Of m e m b r a n e ,  jo in t ,  

or l im b ,  e x c l u s i v e  b a r s ,"  it  i s  R a p h a e l 's  s m i l e  th at h a s  th e  e a r l i e s t  

a p p ea l fo r  h im . In D e s c r i p t iv e  S k e tc h e s  (1793 t e x t ) ,  W o r d sw o r th  

im a g in e s  the v i s i o n s  of the p r im a e v a l  m a n  in the g o ld e n  ag e  of the  

A l p s :

G r e a t  jo y  by  h o r r o r  ta m 'd  d i la t e s  h is  h e a r t ,
And th e  n e a r  h e a v 'n s  t h e ir  own d e l ig h ts  im p a r t .
- - W h e n  the Sun b id s  th e  g o r g e o u s  s c e n e  f a r e w e l l ,
A lp s  o v e r lo o k in g  A lp s  th e ir  s ta te  u p sw e ll;
H uge P i k e s  of D a r k n e s s  n a m e d ,  o f  F e a r  and S t o r m s ,  
L if t ,  a l l  s e r e n e ,  th e ir  s t i l l ,  i l lu m in 'd  f o r m s ,
In s e a - l i k e  r e a c h  o f p r o s p e c t  round h im  s p r e a d ,
T in g 'd  l ik e  an a n g e l ' s  s m i l e  a l l  r o s y  red . 44

(5 6 0 -5 6 7 )
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45In the H MS this passage is followed by lines that anticipate the

4bR obesp ierre  passage of The Prelude (Book X) where M ilton's

angels a re  reflected  in s till another aspect:

So when the living God with face benign
Sm iles through the heavens excess of joy divine
Angels of w rath encom passing the throne
Relent and silent lay th e ir te r r o r s  down
In burning o rder all d isclosed  upra ise  ^
T heir mighty form s of light and trem bling gaze

Although W ordsworth contracts this sequence in the 1847 version , he

reta ins the angel's sm ile unchanged,

Raphael's sm ile tu rns up once again in one of the E cclesiastica l 

■ 48S onnets , w ritten  in 1821:

The lovely N u n , , ,

Goes forth --unveiling  tim idly a,cheek ^
Suffused with blushes of ce lestia l h u e , , , ,

( 1 - 8 )

As in the D escriptive Sketches, the angel's  sm ile reca lls  another

scene in heaven, The Nun, "issuing from  her cloudy shrine" is "An

apparition m ore divinely bright" than "Ir is"  (9-10), And this echoes

the descrip tion  of God the F ather in P arad ise  L o st, III:

and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a rad ian t Shrine,
Dark with excessive b righ t thy sk ir ts  appear 

(378-380)

In teresting ly  enough, these  lines in P arad ise  Lost a re  preceded by 

another description, highly evocative of R aphael's sm ile "C elestial 

rosy red": "the bright Pavem ent" around the throne of God "like a 

Sea of Ja sp e r shone Im purpl'd  with C elestial Roses sm il'd "

(III, 382-384), In lines that a re  deceptively sim ple, the "best b o w e r  

of Milton" dem onstrates with what com plexity he can interw eave the 

various strands of P a rad ise  Lost,

In 1804, W ordsworth pens a tribu te  to his wife that claim s

both human and angelic love for her: she combines the "human and

rational" qualities, that Raphael recom m ends to A dam 's love, with

"som ething of" angelic Spirit:

And now I see with eye serene 
The very  pulse of the machine;
A Being breathing thoughtful b reath ,
A T ra v e lle r  between life  and death;
The reason  firm , the tem perate  will.
Endurance, foresigh t, strength , and skill;
A p erfec t Woman, nobly planned,
To w arn, to com fort, and command; 52 
And yet a Spirit s till, and bright 
With something of angelic light,

("She was a Phantom  of D eligh t," 21-30)

The love of M ilton's angels exerts  its  influence on Laodam ia

as well, In the course of his serm on on ra tional love, P ro tesilau s

speaks of the tranquility  of sp iritua l love:

He spake of love, such love as S pirits feel 
In worlds whose course is equable and pure;
No fears  to beat aw ay--no s trife  to h e a l -  
The past unsighed for, and the future su re  

(97-100)

From  1815 to 1820, these lines continue:

Spake, as a w itness, of a second b irth  
F o r all that is m ost perfect upon earth

The "pure" world of S p irits , in which "all that is m ost perfect upon

earth" finds a "second b ir th ," owes som ething to R aphael's

com parison of hum an and angel love; "W hatever pure thou in the body

e n jo y 's t ,  , , we enjoy In em inence" (VIII, 822-824),

Before examining what I consider the m ost significant

influence of M ilton's scale of love on W ordsw orth's philosophy of

lo v e - th e  th ree  kinds of love expounded by W ordsworth at the
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c o n c lu s io n  of T h e  P r e l u d e - - i t  w i l l  be  n e c e s s a r y  to  r e v e r t  to  an  

e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n  b e tw e e n  R a p h a e l and A d a m  on th e  S c a le  of N a tu re  

or  the G r e a t  C hain of B e in g  (P . L. , V. 4 6 9 - 5 0 2 ) ,  A s  R a p h a e l e x ­

p la in s  to  A d a m , the  kind of L o v e  that h a s  i t s  " s e a t  In R e a s o n  . . .  i s

th e  s c a l e  B y  w h ich  to  h e a v 'n ly  L o v e  th ou  m a y ' s t  a sce n d "  (VIII. 5 8 9 -5 9 2 ) .

54T h is  s c a l e ,  a s  M e r r i t t  H u gh es  in f o r m s  u s ,  i s  th e  s c a l e  of n a tu r e .

We cannot fu l ly  a p p r e c ia te  th e  im p o r t a n c e  of lo v e  in  M ilto n 's  m o r a l  

p h ilo s o p h y ,  n o r  e n t i r e ly  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m e a n in g  of R a p h a e l 's  

s ta te m e n t ,  "w ithout l o v e  no h a p p in e s s"  u a l e s s  w e r e c o g n iz e  that what  

d is t in g u is h e s  th e  t h r e e  s t a g e s  on th e  s c a l e  o f  l o v e  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  the  

d is t in c t io n s  on th e  s c a l e  o f  n a t u r e - - R e a s o n  and the q u a lity  of R e a s  on  

th at th e  th r e e  s t a g e s  of b e in g  p o s s e s s .  It i s  on the b a s i s  o f  an o r d e r  of  

b e in g  w h e r e  m a t t e r  a s p i r e s  to  s p ir i t ,  a n im a l  to  in t e l l e c t u a l ,  s e n s e  to  

r e a s o n ,  d i s c u r s i v e  r e a s o n  to in tu it iv e  that h u m a n  lo v e  b a s e d  in  r e a s o n  

m a y  a s c e n d  to  d iv in e  lo v e ;

one A lm ig h ty  i s ,  f r o m  w h o m  
A ll  th in g s  p r o c e e d ,  and up to  h im  r e tu rn ,
If not d e p r a v 'd  f r o m  g o od , c r e a t e d  a l l  
S u ch  to  p e r f e c t io n ,  one f i r s t  m a t t e r  a l l ,
Indu'd w ith  v a r io u s  f o r m s ,  v a r io u s  d e g r e e s  
O f s u b s t a n c e ,  and in  th in g s  that l i v e ,  o f  l i f e ;
But m o r e  r e f in 'd ,  m o r e  s p ir i t o u s ,  and p u r e ,
A s n e a r e r  to  h im  p la c ' t  or  n e a r e r  ten d in g  
E a c h  in th ir  s e v e r a l  a c t iv e  S p h e r e s  a s s ig n 'd ,
T i l l  bod y  up to  s p ir i t  w o r k ,  in  bou nds  
P r o p o r t io n 'd  to  e e c h  kind.

f lo w 'r s  and th ir  fr u it  
M a n 's  n o u r is h m e n t ,  by  g ra d u a l s c a l e  su b l im 'd  
T o v i ta l  s p i r i t s  a s p i r e ,  to  a n im a l ,
T o  in t e l l e c t u a l ,  g iv e  both  l i f e  and s e n s e ,
F a n c y  and u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  w h e n c e  th e  Soul  
R e a s o n  r e c e i v e s ,  and r e a s o n  is  h e r  b e in g .
D i s c u r s i v e ,  or  In tu it iv e ;  d i s c o u r s e
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Is o f t e s t  y o u r s ,  the la t t e r  m o s t  i s  o u r s ,  
D if fe r in g  but in  d e g r e e ,  o f  kind the  s a m e .

t im e  m a y  c o m e  w h en  m e n  
With A n g e ls  m a y  p a r t ic ip a te  . . . .

Y ou r  b o d ie s  m a y  at l a s t  tu rn  a l l  to  s p i r i t ,
Im p r o v 'd  b y  t r a c t  of t i m e ,  a n d 'w in g 'd  a s c e n d  
E t h e r e a l ,  a s  w e e  . . . .

(P .  L . , V . 4 6 9 - 4 9 9 )

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  hu m an , d i s c u r s i v e  r e a s o n ,  and a n g e l i c ,

in tu it iv e  r e a s o n ,  i s  one o f  d e g r e e ,  not of kind; s o  w ith  lo v e ,  w h a te v e r

pu re  jo y  m a n  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  the b o d y , the  a n g e l  e n jo y s  "In e m in e n c e .  "

W h a tev e r  th e  h u m a n  m in d  a c q u ir e s  th ro u g h  the c h a n n e ls  o f

a c c u m u la t e d  k n o w le d g e ,  the a n g e l ic  m in d  a p p r e h e n d s  im m e d ia t e ly

w ith ou t r e c o u r s e  to su c h  in s t r u m e n t s .  L ik e w is e  th e  a n g e l  r e q u ir e s

no c o n v e y a n c e  o f  f l e s h  or  s o u l  to e x p r e s s  o r  e x p e r i e n c e  lo v e .  B y  the

r e f in e m e n t  of h i s  r e a s o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a n  m a y  r i s e  f r o m  a n im a l  lo v e ,

to  r a t io n a l  lo v e ,  to  in t e l l e c t u a l  lo v e .  T h e r e  a r e  no  b a r s  to  h i s  sh a r in g

in  the c o u r s e  of t im e  th e  s a m e  q u a l i t ie s  o f  in t e l l e c t  and lo v e  that

A n g e ls  e n jo y ,  s o  lon g  a s  he k e e p s  to  the path of " r ig h t  R e a so n "  and

"true L o v e .  " T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of b e in g  i s  the n e c e s s a r y  p r e c u r s o r  to

the l e s s o n  o f  l o v e ,  but w e  sh o u ld  r e m e m b e r  that it  i s  th e  l e s s o n  o f

lo v e  that c o n c lu d e s  R a p h a e l 's  m is  s io n  to  im p a r t  w h a te v e r  k n o w led g e

55it " m a y  a v a i l  A d a m  to  know" to  b o l s t e r  h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  to S a ta n ic  

te m p ta t io n .

T h is  in t e r r e la t io n s h ip  o f in t e l l e c t  and lo v e  on  a r i s in g  s c a le  

o f  r e f in e m e n t  and jo y  r e c e i v e s  i t s  e a r l i e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  in  a p a s s a g e  

w r it t e n  fo r  The R e c lu s e  and l a t e r  ad ap ted  fo r  T h e  E x c u r s io n .  It 

p r o v id e s  the t e x t  fo r  that d e d ic a te d  M il to n is t ,  th e  W a n d er e r ,  in  h is
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a t te m p t  to  o v e r c o m e  an  im p o r ta n t  e l e m e n t  in  the S o l i t a r y ' s

5 6d e sp o n d e n c y ,  h i s  l o s s  of c o n f id e n c e  in  s o c i a l  man:

H appy i s  he  w ho l i v e s  to  u n d e rs ta n d ,
N ot h u m a n  n a tu re  o n ly ,  but e x p lo r e s  
A ll  n a t u r e s ,  -  - to  the en d  that h e  m a y  find  
T h e law  that g o v e r n s  e a ch ;  and w h e r e  b e g in s  
T h e  u n io n , the  p a r t i t io n  w h e r e ,  th at m a k e s  
Kind and d e g r e e ,  a m o n g  a l l  v i s ib l e  B e in g s ;
T he c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p o w e r s ,  and f a c u l t i e s ,
W hich th ey  in h e r i t ,  - - c a n n o t  s t e p  b ey o n d , - -  
And can n ot f a l l  b en ea th ;  th a t  do a s s i g n  
T o e v e r y  c l a s s  i t s  s ta t io n  and i t s  o f f ic e ,
T h ro u g h  a l l  th e  m ig h ty  c o m m o n w e a lth  o f  th in g s  ;
Up f r o m  the c r e e p in g  p la n t to  s o v e r e i g n  Man.
Such c o n v e r s e ,  i f  d i r e c t e d  by  a m e e k ,
S in c e r e ,  and h u m b le  s p ir i t ,  t e a c h e s  lo v e :
F o r  k n o w led g e  i s  d e l ig h t;  and s u c h  d e l ig h t  
B r e e d s  lo v e :  y e t ,  s u i t e d  a s  it  r a th e r  i s  
T o  th ou gh t and to th e  c l im b in g  in t e l l e c t ,
It t e a c h e s  l e s s  to  lo v e ,  th an  to a d o re ;
If that be  not in d e e d  the h ig h e s t  l o v e !

(E x c .  , IV. 3 3 2 -3 5 0 )

T he " c l im b in g  in t e l le c t"  th at " te a c h e s  . . . th e  h ig h e s t  lo v e "  i s  in  

e m b r y o  w hat i s  l a t e r  in  T h e  P r e lu d e  to  b e c o m e  " in te l le c tu a l  lo v e ,  " 

th e  c l im a x  o f W o r d s w o r th 's  s c a l e  o f  lo v e .  T h e  o r ig in s  of the  

W a n d e r e r 's  d i s c o u r s e  in  M ilto n 's  s c a l e  of n a tu r e  and s c a l e  o f  lo v e  

s e e m  to o  p a ten t to  r e q u ir e  b e la b o r in g .  T he  m o s t  n o ta b le  ch a n g e  f r o m  

the R e c lu s e  m a n u s c r ip t  to  the 1814 te x t  o f  T h e  E x c u r s  io n  i s  the  

t r a n s f o r m a t io n  of " c o n v e r s e ,  i f  but f e r v e n t"  to  " c o n v e r s e ,  i f  d ir e c t e d  

by a m e e k ,  S in c e r e  and h u m b le  sp ir it" ;  and th is  i s  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  of  

a c l o s e r  a n a lo g y  w ith  R a p h a e l ' s  a d v ic e .  A d a m  m a y  h op e  to  "turn a l l  

to  s p i r i t "  and " w in g 'd  a s c e n d  E th e r e a l"  a s  a n g e l s ,  i f  h e  i s  "found  

ob ed ien t"  and r e t a in s  " u n a lterab ly"  th e  " f ir m  . . . lo v e"  o f God  

(V. 4 9 7 - 5 0 2 ) ,  T he  " c o n v e r s e "  w ith  " a ll  the m ig h ty  c o m m o n w e a lth  of

th in g s ;  Up f r o m  the c r e e p in g  p lant to  s o v e r e ig n  M a n ,"  th at the
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W a n d e r e r  co n ten d s  w i l l  le a d  to  the ’’h ig h e s t  l o v e ,"  c o r r e s p o n d s  to

A d a m 's  a c k n o w le d g e m e n t  that it  i s  "In c o n te m p la t io n  o f c r e a te d

th in gs"  that he  m a y  "By s t e p s  . . . a s c e n d  to God" (V. 5 0 8 -5 1 2 ) .

W o r d sw o r th  h a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e l im in a t e d  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  to  the d e ity  or

d iv i n e  a p p r o v a l ,  but in  e v e r y  o th e r  r e s p e c t  h is  c o n c e p ts  o f  i n t e l l e c t

and lo v e  s e e m  to be a d e v e lo p m e n t  f r o m  M il to n ’s .  T he P a s t o r  d o e s ,

h o w e v e r ,  g iv e  m o r e  o r th o d o x  e x p r e s s i o n  to  the s a m e  id e a  in the

57op en in g  l in e s  o f  h i s  p r a y e r  (E x c .  , IX. 6 1 4 -6 1 7 ) :

E te r n a l  S p ir it !  u n iv e r s a l  God!
P o w e r  i n a c c e s s i b l e  to h u m a n  thought,
S ave  by  d e g r e e s  and s t e p s  w h ich  th ou  h a s t  d e ig n e d  
T o fu r n ish  . . . .

In 1805 , W o rd sw o r th  a g a in  m a k e s  u s e  of M ilto n 's  s c a l e  of

b e in g  and lo v e .  O nce a g a in  W o r d sw o r th  e m p lo y s  " thoughts and

5 8i m a g e s  to o  g r e a t  fo r  the s u b j e c t ,"  fo r  h e r e  he  i s  ju s t i fy in g  h u m a n

lo v e  and g r i e f  for  a d ead  dog:

F o r  lo v e ,  that c o m e s  w h e r e v e r  l i f e  and s e n s e
A r e  g iv e n  by  G od, in  th ee  w a s  m o s t  in te n se ;
A ch a in  o f h e a r t ,  a f e e l in g  o f  the m in d ,
A te n d e r  s y m p a th y ,  w h ich  did th ee  bind  
N ot on ly  to  u s  M en, but to  thy  Kind:
Y e a ,  fo r  thy  f e l l o w - b r u t e s  in  th ee  w e saw  
A s o u l  o f  lo v e ,  l o v e ' s  in t e l l e c t u a l  la w :- - .
H e n c e ,  i f  w e  w ep t, it  w a s  not done in  sh a m e ;
Our t e a r s  f r o m  p a s s io n  and f r o m  r e a s o n  c a m e  . . . .

(T r ib u te ,  2 7 -3 5 )

W o r d s w o r th 's  " l i f e  and s e n s e  . . . g iv e n  by  God" c o r r e s p o n d s  to  the  

" life  and s e n s e "  that th e  lo w e r  o r d e r s  of n a tu re  "give" by  G od 's

d e s ig n  to  the h ig h e r  o r d e r s  in  M ilto n 's  s c a l e  o f  n a tu re  (V. 4 8 3 -4 8 8 ) ;

th ey  a r e  the  b a s e  of r e a s o n  and lo v e  in  M ilto n , of " lo v e ’s in t e l le c t u a l  

law " in  W o rd sw o rth . W o r d sw o r th 's  " ch a in  o f h ea r t"  and " fe e l in g  . . . 

m ind" p a r a l l e l s  M ilto n 's  c h a in  of r e a s o n  and lo v e ;  fo r ,  a s  R a p h a e l
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e x p la in s ,  " L ove  r e f in e s  The th o u g h ts ,  and h e a r t  e n la r g e s ,  "

T h e  s a m e  th e m e  r e c u r s  in  T h e  C on ven tion  o f  C in tra  (1 8 0 8 - 1 8 0 9 )  

w h e r e  W o rd sw o r th  e x p la in s  the in n e r  r e s o u r c e s  of b e n e v o le n c e  in  i t s  

s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  e v i l ;  a s  in  M ilto n 's  s c h e m e  o f  the u n i v e r s e ,  lo v e  o f  

m an k in d  r e s t s  on a r i s in g  s c a l e  o f  b e in g  f r o m  " v ita l ,  " to  " a n im a l,  " 

to " s e n t ie n t ,  " to  " in te l le c tu a l .  " R a p h a e l e x p la in s  that "by g ra d u a l  

s c a l e  su b lim 'd " :

v ita l  s p i r i t s  a s p i r e ,  to  a n im a l ,
T o  in t e l l e c t u a l ,  g iv e  both  l i f e  and s e n s e ,
F a n c y  and u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  w h e n c e  th e  Soul 
R e a s o n  r e c e i v e s  . . . .

(P .  L . , V . 4 8 3 -4 8 7 )

In m i c r o c o s m ,  th is  s a m e  ch a in  of f a c u l t i e s  p r o v id e s  the r e s o u r c e s

f r o m  w h ich  b e n e v o le n c e  d r a w s  i t s  s tren g th :

T h e  o u t e r m o s t  and a l l - e m b r a c i n g  c i r c l e  of  
b e n e v o le n c e  h a s  in w a rd  c o n c e n t r ic  c i r c l e s  
w h ich , l ik e  t h o s e  o f  th e  s p id e r ' s  w eb , a r e  
bound to g e th e r  by l in k s ,  and r e s t  upon e a c h  
o th er  . . . .  The o r d e r  of l i f e  d o e s  not r e q u ir e  
that th e  s u b l im e  and d i s i n t e r e s t e d  f e e l in g s  
sh o u ld  h a v e  to  t r u s t  lo n g  to  th e ir  ow n u n a s s i s t e d  
p o w e r .  N o r  w o u ld  the a t te m p t  c o n s i s t  e i t h e r  
w ith t h e ir  d ig n ity  o r  th e ir  h u m il i ty .

T he  h ig h e r  m od e  o f b e in g  d o e s  not  
e x c lu d e ,  but n e c e s s a r i l y  in c lu d e s ,  the lo w e r ;  
th e  in t e l l e c t u a l  d o e s  not e x c lu d e ,  but n e c e s ­
s a r i l y  in c lu d e s ,  th e  s e n t ie n t ;  the s e n t ie n t ,  
the a n im a l;  and th e  a n im a l ,  the v i t a l - - t o  i t s  
l o w e s t  d e g r e e s .  (.q

(T he C on ven tion  o f  C in tr a )

T o  w h a te v e r  d e g r e e  W o r d s w o r th 's  c o n c e p t io n s  m a y  c o n fo r m  to

e ig h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t h e o r i e s  of p s y c h o lo g y ,  it  i s  h a r d ly  l i k e l y  f r o m

the e v id e n c e  a d d u ced  thus fa r  that su c h  a g r e e m e n t  w o u ld  s e e m  to  h im

to p r e c lu d e  an a c c o r d  w ith  M ilto n 's  s c h e m e  a s  w e l l .

In T he P r e l u d e , W o r d sw o r th  d e v e lo p s  h i s  ow n s c a le  o f  lo v e ;

a s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s  t , it  i s  p r e d ic a t e d  on a q u a lity  of m in d  th at p r o c e e d s
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f r o m  the D e ity  and r e a s c e n d s  to  the d iv in e  on a r i s in g  s c a l e  f r o m

s e n s e  to  d i s c u r s i v e  r e a s o n  to  in tu i t iv e .  T he la n g u a g e  i s  W o r d sw o r th 's

and the c o n c e p t io n s  a r e  h i s ,  w ith  on ly  an o c c a s io n a l  s u g g e s t io n  a lon g

the w a y  to  in d ic a te  t h e ir  po in t o f  d e p a r tu r e  in  M il to n 's  u n iv e r s a l

s c h e m e  o f r e a s o n  and lo v e .  If W o rd sw o r th  found M ilto n 's  c o m p a r is o n

o f b e a s t  and h u m a n  d i s t a s t e f u l ,  h e  a l s o  c o u ld  not qu ite  a c c e p t

M il to n ’s f in a l  c o n v ic t io n  that s in c e  A d a m 's  fa l l  on ly  m e n  o f s in g u la r

e n d o w m e n ts  - - th e  "one g r e a t e r  m an" th at r e c u r s  a g a in  and a g a in  in

th e  h i s t o r y  th at M ic h a e l  s e t s  b e f o r e  A d a m - - c a n  r i s e  to  a n g e l ic

q u a l i t ie s  of m in d  and lo v e .  W o r d sw o r th  i n s i s t s  that n oth ing  in  our

n a tu re  s e t s  in s u r m o u n ta b le  o b s t a c l e s  in  th e  w a y  o f s u c h  an a s c e n t .

H avin g  h i m s e l f  l e a r n e d  the w o r th  and d ig n ity  of m a n  (1805: XII. 8 1 - 8 7 ) ,

W o r d sw o r th  a sk s :

Why i s  th is  g lo r io u s  C r ea tu re  to  b e  found  
One on ly  in  te n  th ou san d ?  What one i s ,
Why m a y  not m a n y  be? What b a r s  a r e  th ro w n  
B y N a tu r e  in  the w a y  of su c h  a  hope?
Our a n im a l  w an ts  and th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  
W hich th ey  im p o s e ,  a r e  t h e s e  th e  o b s t a c le s ?
If n ot ,  th en  o th e r s  v a n is h  into  a ir .  , „

(1805: X U . 9 0 -9 6 }

T he " b a rs"  that our " a n im a l w a n ts  and . . . n e c e s s i t i e s "  m a y  o p p o se

to  a u n iv e r s a l  a c h ie v e m e n t  of th e  h ig h e r  m in d  a r e  s u r e l y  r e m in i s c e n t

of the " e x c lu s iv e  b a r s"  w h e th e r  "Of m e m b r a n e ,  jo in t ,  or  l im b "  and

th e  " r e s t r a in 'd  c o n v ey a n ce"  o f h u m a n  " F le sh "  or  "Soul" that d i s t in g u is h

h u m an  f r o m  a n g e l ic  lo v e  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t . W o r d sw o r th  a p p l ie s  to

in t e l l e c t  the s a m e  l im i t a t io n s  that M ilto n  p la c e s  on lo v e .  In M ilto n 's

p h i lo s o p h y ,  one p r e s u p p o s e s  the o th er .
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In h i s  f in a l s t a t e m e n t  of th e  th e m e  of h i s  g r e a t  p o e m ,

W o r d sw o r th  d e f in e s  th e  q u a l i t ie s  o f  th e  h ig h e r  m in d  and d e m o n s t r a t e s

how  it  c o n v e r t s  th e  a n im a l  and s e n s i b l e  to  in t e l l e c t u a l ,  p r o v id in g

" e n d le s s  o c c u p a t io n  fo r  th e  so u l  W h eth er  d i s c u r s i v e  or  in t u i t i v e ."

T h e  l in e  o f  thought b e a r s  an u n m is ta k a b le  r e s e m b la n c e  to  M ilto n 's

" g ra d u a l s c a l e  su b lim 'd "  by  w h ich

v i ta l  s p i r i t s  a s p i r e ,  to  a n im a l ,
T o  in t e l l e c t u a l ,  g iv e  both l i f e  and s e n s e ,
F a n c y  and u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  w h e n c e  th e  Soul 
R e a s o n  r e c e i v e s ,  and r e a s o n  i s  h e r  b e in g ,
D i s c u r s i v e ,  or  In tu it iv e  . . . .

(P .  L . , V. 4 8 3 - 4 8 8 )

What w a s  p r o m is e d  to  A d a m  i f  h e  p r e s e r v e d  h i s  o b e d ie n c e  to  God,

W o rd sw o r th  s t i l l  c l a i m s  w ith ou t h in d r a n c e  a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  fo r  a l l

m e n - - b o d y  m a y  y e t  "turn  a ll  to  sp ir it"  (P . L . , V. 4 9 7 - 5 0 1 ) .  In

W o r d s w o r th 's  d e s ig n ,  h ig h e r  m in d s  a re:

B y  s e n s i b l e  i m p r e s s i o n s  not in th r a l l 'd ,
B ut q u ick en 'd , r o u z 'd ,  and m a d e  t h e r e b y  m o r e  fit  
T o h o ld  c o m m u n io n  w ith  the in v i s ib l e  w o r ld .
Such m in d s  a r e  t r u ly  f r o m  th e  D e i ty ,
F o r  th ey  a r e  P o w e r s ;  and h e n c e  the  h ig h e s t  b l i s s  
T hat ca n  b e  know n i s  t h e i r s ,  the c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
Of w h o m  th e y  a r e  h a b itu a l ly  in fu s e d  
T h rou gh  e v e r y  im a g e ,  and th ro u g h  e v e r y  th ought,
A nd a l l  i m p r e s s i o n s ;  h e n c e  r e l i g io n ,  fa ith  
And e n d l e s s  o c c u p a t io n  fo r  the so u l  
W hether d i s c u r s i v e  or in tu it iv e  . . . .  61

(1805: XIII. 1 0 3 -1 1 3 )

In 1805, W o rd sw o rth  c la im s  fo r  m a n  the b l i s s  that in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t

i s  a v a i la b le  on ly  to  A n g e ls ;  w ith in  th e  s a m e  y e a r  h e  m o d i f ie s  "the

h ig h e s t  b l i s s  T h at can  be  known" to  "the h ig h e s t  b l i s s  T hat M an can

know "; by  1832 he  a c c e p t s  th e  fu ll  M ilto n ic  l im i ta t io n ,  "T hat f l e s h  can  

62know . " In the s a m e  y e a r ,  he m a k e s  o th er  c h a n g e s  in  the l a s t  th r e e  

l i n e s  of th is  p a s s a g e  that s h a r p e n  the a n a lo g y  w ith  M ilto n 's  s c a l e  o f  

being:
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And a l l  a f f e c t io n s  b y  c o m m u n io n  r a i s e d  
F r o m  e a r th  to  h e a v e n ,  f r o m  h u m a n  to  d iv in e;
H e n c e  e n d l e s s  o c c u p a t io n  fo r  the Sou l,
W h eth er  d i s c u r s i v e  o r  in tu it iv e  . . . .

(1850: 1 1 7 -1 2 0 )

6 3A nd in  1 8 3 9 , " c o m m u n io n  w ith  th e  in v i s ib le  w or ld "  b e c o m e s  

" c o n v e r s e  w ith  th e  s p ir i t u a l  w orld"  (1850: XIV. 108). T o  the end  he  

m a in ta in s  m a n 's  a b i l i ty  to  r i s e  to  a n g e l ic  or  in tu it iv e  r e a s o n .

H ow m a y  a m a n  a c h ie v e  and p r e s e r v e  th e  h ig h e r  m in d ?  - -

th rou gh  a r i s in g  s c a l e  o f  lo v e ,  " d i f fe r e n t  in  kind and d e g r e e ,  11 f r o m
64

m ild ,  to  p a s s io n a t e ,  to  in t e l le c tu a l :

F r o m  lo v e ,  fo r  h e r e  
D o w e  b e g in  and end , a l l  g r a n d e u r  c o m e s ,
A l l  tru th  and b e a u ty ,  f r o m  p e r v a d in g  lo v e ,
T hat g o n e ,  w e  a r e  a s  du st .

s e e  that P a i r ,  th e  L a m b  
And th e  L a m b 's  M o th e r ,  and t h e ir  t e n d e r  w a y s  
S h a ll  to u ch  th e e  to  th e  h e a r t;  in  s o m e  g r e e n  b o w e r  
R e s t ,  and b e  not a lo n e ,  but h a v e  th ou  th e r e  
T h e One w ho i s  thy  c h o ic e  o f  a l l  the w o r ld ,
T h e r e  l i n g e r ,  lu l l 'd  and l o s t ,  and rapt aw a y ,
B e  hap py  to  th y  f i l l ;  th o u  c a l l ' s t  th is  lo v e  
And s o  it i s ,  but th e r e  i s  a  h ig h e r  lo v e  
T han t h i s ,  a lo v e  that c o m e s  in to  th e  h e a r t  
With a w e  and a d i f fu s iv e  s e n t im e n t ;
T hy lo v e  i s  h u m a n  m e r e ly ;  th is  p r o c e e d s  
M o re  f r o m  the b r o o d in g  S o u l,  and i s  d iv in e .

T h is  lo v e  m o r e  in t e l l e c t u a l  cannot be  
W ithout I m a g in a t io n  . . . .

(1805: XIII. 1 4 9 -1 6 7 )

A s  in  P a r a d i s e  L o s t , the lo v e  o f m a n  and w o m a n  s ta n d s  b e tw e e n  lo w e r  

and h ig h e r  f o r m s  o f lo v e ,  w ith  the h u m a n  c a p a b le  o f  p a r ta k in g  of a l l  

th r e e  s t a g e s .  T h e  l o w e s t  d e g r e e  in  W o r d s w o r th 's  s c h e m e  is  

i l lu s t r a t e d  by  th e  a n im a l ,  a s  it i s  in  M ilto n 's ;  but W o r d sw o r th  a v o id s  

M ilto n 's  eq u a t io n  of h u m an  and a n im a l  lo v e  in  th e  f o r m  that p r o p a g a t e s  

the s p e c i e s ,  a s u g g e s t io n  th at W o r d sw o r th  found la c k in g  in  " true

p h i lo s o p h ic  p e r m a n e n t  d e l i c a c y .  " T he on ly  s im i l i t u d e  b e tw e e n  h u m an
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and a n im a l  lo v e  that W o r d sw o r th  w i l l  c o n s id e r  i s  m a t e r n a l  lo v e .  It 

i s  in t e r e s t in g ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  that s o m e  po in t of c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

b e tw e e n  h u m an  and a n im a l  i s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  h i s  p h ilo so p h y  o f  

" p erv a d in g  lo v e"  a s  it  i s  to  M il to n 's .  F o r  W o r d sw o r th  a s  fo r  M ilto n ,  

the q u a lity  o f  lo v e  i s  d e t e r m in e d  b y  th e  q u a lity  of in t e l l e c t  on w h ich  

i t  i s  b a s e d .  W here i n t e l l e c t  s u r m o u n ts  the " b ars"  and " c o n v e y a n c e s "  

of f l e s h ,  lo v e  can  r i s e  to  the h e ig h t s  of th e  d iv in e .

T he f in a l  t e x t  of th is  s e q u e n c e  (1850: XIV. 1 7 6 -1 8 7 )  b e c o m e s  

m o r e  M ilto n ic ,  p e r h a p s  m o r e  o r th o d o x  than M ilto n ic .  T he  "deligh t"

of h u m an  p a s s i o n  b e c o m e s  " p it ia b le .  " T he h ig h e r  lo v e  i s  one that

6 5" a d o r e s  . . .  on the k n e e s  of p r a y e r " ;  it  f r e e s  . . . the  s o u l  . . . f r o m  

c h a in s " - - M i l t o n ' s  " e x c lu s iv e  b a r s "  and " r e s t r a in ' d  c o n v e y a n c e ."

"In u n ion  w ith  the p u r e s t ,  b e s t ,  Of e a r t h - b o r n  o a s s i o n s ,  " W o r d sw o r th  

c l a i m s ,  th e  s o u l  m a y  r i s e  "on the w in g s  o f  p r a is e "  to th e  " A lm ig h ty 's  

T h r o n e ."  M ilto n  m a k e s  a s i m i l a r  a s c e n t  a v a i la b le  to  p r e la p s a r ia n  

A dam : R e a s o n  m a y  in  t im e  r e f in e  h i s  b od y  to  s p i r i t  and h e  m a y  " w in g 'd  

a s c e n d  E th e r e a l"  w h e r e  " W h a tev er  pu re"  h e  e n jo y s  "in the body" h e  

m a y  e x p e r ie n c e  "In e m in e n c e "  a s  do the A n g e ls ;  and s in c e  R e a s o n  i s  

"the b e ing"  of the "Soul, " A d a m 's  s o u l  m a y  in d ee d  tak e  i t s  p la c e  w ith  

d iv in e  s p ir i t s  b e fo r e  th e  " A lm ig h ty 's  T h r o n e .  "

I n te l le c t u a l  lo v e ,  W o r d sw o r th  m a in ta in s ,  can n ot e x i s t  

w ith ou t im a g in a t io n  b e c a u s e  im a g in a t io n  is  " r e a s o n  in  h e r  m o s t  

e x a l te d  m ood":

T h is  lo v e  m o r e  in t e l l e c t u a l  can n ot be  
W ithout Im a g in a t io n ,  w h ich , in  tru th ,
Is but a n o th er  n a m e  fo r  a b s o lu te  s tr e n g th  
And c l e a r e s t  in s ig h t ,  a m p litu d e  of m in d ,
And r e a s o n  in h e r  m o s t  e x a l t e d  m ood .

(1805: XIII. 1 6 6 -1 7 0 )
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I m a g in a t io n  and in t e l l e c t u a l  lo v e  m a k e  one t h e m e ,  one "Way, one  

gu id e  to  the b e t t e r  l i f e  b e c a u s e  th ey  a r e  " e a ch  in  e a c h ,  and cannot
L L

s ta n d  D iv id u a lly "  (1805: XIII. 1 8 5 -1 8 8 ;  1850: XIV. 2 0 6 - 2 0 9 ) .  So 

a l s o  a r e  r e a s o n  and lo v e  " e a c h  in  each"  and in d iv i s ib le  in  M ilto n 's  

s c h e m e  of " r ig h t  R ea so n "  and "true  L o v e .  "

If W o r d sw o r th  ca n  c l a i m - - i n  e x p lo r in g  "The M ind of-M an, " 

th e  "haunt" and " m a in  reg ion "  o f h i s  " s o n g " - - t h a t  he  w i l l  " p a s s  u n ­

a la r m e d "  :

A l l  s t r e n g t h - - a l l  t e r r o r ,  s in g le  o r  in  b a n d s ,
T hat e v e r  w a s  put fo r th  in  p e r s o n a l  f o r m - -  
J e h o v a h  - -w ith  h i s  th u n d er , and th e  c h o ir  
Of sh ou tin g  A n g e l s ,  and the  e m p y r e a l  t h r o n e s - -

(P r o s p e c t u s , 3 1 -3 5 )

p e r h a p s  it  w a s  b e c a u s e  a s  a you n g  m a n  he r e c o g n iz e d  th at M ilto n  had

p a s s e d  that w ay  b e fo r e  h im :

the tru m p  o f  G od, w ith  d rea d fu l b la s t  
R o c k 'd  a l l  the m ou n ta in ; on t h e ir  f la s h in g  c lo u d s  
T h e s i l e n t  c h e r u b s  t r e m b le d ;  u n d is m a y e d
Stood  the  b lin d  p r o p h et  . . . .  ^

(" F r a g m e n t  of an in ten d ed  
p o e m  on M ilto n , w r i t t e n  in  
the  c o p y  o f P a r a d i s e  L o s t  
w h ic h  b e lo n g e d  to  W o rd sw o rth  
at C am b rid ge" )
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th an  l ik e ly  h a s  in  m in d  h is  own m e ta p h o r  fo r  M ilto n  a s  p oet; cf.
" M ilton ! . . . T hy so u l w a s  l ik e  a S tar"  (P o e m s  D e d ic a te d  T o  N a tio n a l  
In d ep en d en ce  and L ib e r t y , P a r t  I , XIV); and "that m ig h ty  orb  o f so n g , 
T he d iv in e  M ilton "  (E x c . , I. 2 4 9 -2 5 0 ) .

37 W o rd sw o rth  e v id e n t ly  o b je c te d  to  w hat he c o n s id e r e d  M ilto n 's  
" low  . . . e s t im a te  o f w o m a n 's  con d ition " ; C h r is to p h e r  W o rd sw o rth , 
M e m o ir s  o f W illia m  W ord sw orth  (L ondon, 1851), II, 4 6 5 , r e p o r ts  
W o r d sw o r th 's  c o n v e r s a t io n  on th e s u b je c t  (Jan . 11, 1847):

S p eak in g  of M ilto n 's  not a llo w in g  h is  d a u g h te r s  to le a r n  the  
m ea n in g  of th e G r e e k  th ey  rea d  to  h im , or  at l e a s t  n o t e x e r t ­
ing h im s e l f  to  te a c h  it  to  th em , he a d m itte d  that th is  s e e m e d  
to  b e to k en  a lo w  e s t im a te  of th e  co n d it io n  and p u r p o se s  o f th e  
f e m a le  m in d . 'And y e t , w h e r e  he co u ld  h ave  p ic k e d  up su ch  
n o t io n s , ' s a id  M r. W. , 'in  a co u n try  w h ich  had  s e e n  so  m an y  
w o m en  of le a r n in g  and ta len t?  B ut h is  o p in io n  o f w hat w o m en  
ought to  b e , it  m a y  be p r e su m e d , i s  g iv e n  in  th e  u n fa lle n  E v e ,  
a s  c o n tr a s te d  w ith  th e r ig h t co n d itio n  o f m a n  b e fo r e  h is  M aker:
"He fo r  God o n ly , sh e  fo r  God in  H im " [ P . L . , IV . 2 9 9 ] .  N ow  
th at, 'sa id  M r. W o rd sw o rth , e a r n e s t ly ,  ' is  a lo w , a v e r y  lo w  
and a v e r y  f a l s e  e s t im a te  o f w o m a n 's  co n d itio n . '

H u g h es , p. 375 , in d ic a te s  th at M ilto n  i s  fo llo w in g  C h r is t ia n  tr a d it io n  
on th is  q u estio n ; h e  c i t e s  C a th o lic  and P r o te s ta n t  e x e g e s i s  on  G e n e s is  
to  the e f fe c t  that " E v e 's  r e s e m b la n c e  to  G od i s  s a id  to  be l e s s  p e r fe c t  
than A d a m 's , though both  a r e  m a d e  in  h is  im a g e . " S u m m e r s , T he  
M u se 's  M ethod , pp. 8 8 , 9 5 -9 6 , m a k e s  so m e  in te r e s t in g  r e m a r k s  on
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M ilto n 's  a l le g e d  a n t i - f e m in is m , e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  r e g a r d  to  th e  p a s s a g e  
o f P a r a d is e  L o s t  c ite d  by  W o rd sw o rth  in  th is  c o n v e r s a t io n . D e Q u in cey  
g iv e s  a d if fe r e n t  im p r e s s io n  of W o r d sw o r th 's  a ttitu d e  to w a r d  th e  q u a li­
t i e s  o f fe m in in e  in t e l le c t ;  d is c u s s in g  W o rd sw o rth  a s  lo v e r  and h u sb a n d , 
T he W ritin g s  o f  T h o m a s D e Q u in c e y , III: L i t e r a r y  R e m in is c e n c e s  
(C a m b r id g e , 1 8 7 6 ), 3 4 5 , h e  r e m a r k s :  " T h ere  n e v e r  l iv e d  th e  w om a n  
w h om  h e  w ou ld  n o t h a v e  le c t u r e d  and a d m o n ish e d  u n d er  c ir c u m s t a n c e s  
th at sh o u ld  h a v e  s e e m e d  to  r e q u ir e  it; n o r  w o u ld  h e  h a v e  c o n v e r s e d  w ith  
h e r  in  any m o o d  w h a te v e r  w ith o u t w e a r in g  an a ir  o f m ild  c o n d e s c e n s io n  
to  h e r  u n d e rsta n d in g . "

3 8 M Y, I, 4 2 7 -4 2 8 .

39 F o r  th e  P la to n ic  o r ig in s  o f M ilto n 's  " D o c tr in e  o f L o v e , " 
s e e  Ir e n e  S a m u e l, P la to  and M ilto n  (C o r n e ll P a p e r b a c k s , I th a c a , 1965; 
o r ig . pub. 1 9 4 7 ), pp . 1 4 9 -1 7 1 .

40 S ee  pp. 1 8 4 -1 8 5  b e lo w .

4 * L e tte r  d a ted  A ug. 3 1 , 1 8 0 4 , E Y , p . 4 0 9 .

42 S e e  p p . 1 6 2 -1 6 4  a b o v e .

43 T ex t v ir tu a l ly  u n ch a n g ed , a l l  v e r s io n s  1 8 1 4 -1 8 2 0 . c f. E x c .
IV . 1 7 2 -1 9 6  fo r  a s im i la r ,  but g e n t le r  d is c u s s io n  o f th e S o l i ta r y 's  ' 
e x c e s s iv e  p a s s io n  fo r  h is  d e p a r te d  w ife  and c h ild re n ; th is  p a s s a g e  
w r it te n  arou n d  1806 ( s e e  P W , V , 4 2 3 ) i s  c lo s e r  in  fe e l in g  to  th e  1814  
c o n c lu s io n  o f L a o d a m ia .

44 S ee  PW  I, 328; R aym on d  D e x te r  H a v e n s , T he In flu en ce  o f  
M ilto n  on E n g lis h  P o e tr y  (N ew  Y o rk , 1961; o r ig . pub" 1 9 2 2 ), p. 607.

4 5 P W , I, 324 .

46 S e e  C h ap ter  H , p p . 2 5 -2 7  a b o v e .

47 S e e  app. c r it .  , P W , I, 77 .

4 8 P a r t  II, XXII.
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4 0
S e e  T he In flu en ce  o f M ilto n , p. 607 .

50 Ib id . , p . 616 c i t e s  P . L . , VII. 360 a s  the s o u r c e  o f " c lou d y  
sh r in e " ; PW , III, 5b6 c i t e s  VII. 3^0 and III. 3 7 8 -3 7 9  as  w e ll .

5 l S e e  n o t e s ,  P W , II, 506 .

52 N ote  W o r d sw o r th 's  s t r e s s  on h e r  m o th e r ly  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .  
In  r e la t io n  to  A d a m , M ilto n  s t r e s s e s  E v e 's  q u a lit ie s  a s  co m p a n io n  and  
w ife . Sh e i s  " m oth er"  o n ly  in  a h i s t o r ic a l  s e n s e :  "T he M o th er  of M a n ­
kind" (P . L . , I. 36; V . 388; XI. 159); " M oth er o f h u m an  R a ce"  (IV. 475);  
" ou r g e n e r a l  M other"  (IV. 4 9 2 ); "our c r e d u lo u s  M other"  (IX. 644); "our  
M o th er  E ve"  (XII. 624); " M oth er o f a l l  th in g s  liv in g "  (XI. 160).

5 3 P W , II, 270; app. c r it .

54 John  M ilto n  C o m p lete  P o e m s  and M a jo r  P r o s e ,  p. 376 .

55 S e e  p r o s e  a r g u m e n t to  P . L . , V.

56 T h e f i r s t  d ra ft o f th is  p a s s a g e  w a s w r it te n  in  1800 fo r  T he  
R e c lu s e ; s e e  P W , V , 3 7 0 , 4 2 5 , 475; fo r  th e te x t  o f th e  R M S, s e e  p . 478;  
th e r e  a r e  m in o r  c h a n g es  in  d ic t io n  but th e  m ea n in g  i s  e s s e n t ia l ly  th e  s a m e .

57 S e e  pp. 4 0 -4 1  a b o v e .

58 S a m u e l T. C o le r id g e , B io g r a p h ia  L i t e r a r ia , ed . J . S h a w c r o s s  
(L ond on , 1949; o r ig . pub. 1 9 0 7 ), II, 109.

59K n igh t, I , 2 7 3 -2 7 4 .

^ 1 8 5 0 :  XIII. 8 7 -9 3 ;  e s s e n t ia l ly  th e  s a m e  w ith  o n ly  m in o r  
c h a n g e s  in  d ic t io n .

P r e l . , p . 628  and T he In flu en ce  o f  M ilto n , p. 611 c ite  P . L . , 
V . 4 8 6 -4 8 8  a s  W o r d sw o r th 's  s o u r c e  fo r  " e n d le s s  o c c u p a tio n  fo r  th e  so u l  
W h eth er  d is c u r s iv e  or  in tu it iv e . "
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62 P r e l . , app . c r it .  , p . 486; fo r  d a tin g , s e e  pp . x x - x x i ,  x x i i i .

6 3 , , . ,Ib id .

64 iS e e  A  te x t ,  P r e l .  , p. 4 9 0 , app . c r i t .

6 5 cf. E x c . , IV . 3 4 7 -3 5 0 ;  s e e  pp. 1 7 8 -1 7 9  a b o v e .

^ c f .  F r a n c is  C h r is te n se n , " In te lle c tu a l L o v e :  T h e S eco n d  
T h e m e  o f  T he P r e lu d e , " P M L A , L X X X  (M arch  1 9 6 5 ), 6 9 -7 5 , w ho  
a r g u e s  th at im a g in a t io n  and in te l le c tu a l  lo v e  c o n s t itu te  tw o th e m e s  in  
T h e P r e lu d e ,

67PW, V, 362.
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A p p en d ix  A  

M a tte r s  T e c h n ic a l and S c h o la r ly

T h e r e  a r e  f iv e  a d d itio n a l l in e s  m a r k e d  o ff  by  W o rd sw o rth , 

th r e e  o f w h ich  a r e  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  m a n u s c r ip t  n o t e s ,  th at do not le n d  

t h e m s e lv e s  to  s ig n if ic a n t  e x p lo r a t io n  w ith  r e g a r d  to  W o r d sw o r th 's  

p o e t ic  th e o r y , p o e t ic  p r a c t ic e ,  o r  p h ilo so p h y .

T h e f i r s t  o f th e s e  sh o w s go o d  e d ito r ia l  a c u m e n . W o rd sw o rth  

n o te s  th e  f i r s t  co m m a n d  o f G od on th e  S ix th  D ay  of C rea tion :

L e t  th ' E a r th  b r in g  fo r th  F o u ll  l iv in g  in  h e r  k in de x
(P . L . , VII. 451)

and c o m m e n ts :

L e t th e  e a r th  b r in g  fo r th  fo w l l iv in g  in  h e r  k ind . T h is  s e e m s  
an o v e r s ig h t ;  fo w l h ad  b e e n  c r e a te d  b e fo r e ,  n o r  i s  th e r e  any  
m e n tio n  in  th e  c r e a t io n  o f th is  day o f any o th e r  a n im a ls  than  
in s e c t s  r e p t i le s  & q u a d ru p ed s.

W o rd sw o rth  i s  r ig h t o f c o u r s e . M e r r it t  H u gh es c o n s id e r s  " B e n t le y 's  

e m e n d a tio n  o f F o w le  in  th e  e a r ly  e d it io n s  to  Sou l . . . in e v ita b le " ;  

h e c i t e s  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  G e n e s is  1 :20 , w h e r e  so u l i s  u s e d  " as e q u iv a ­

le n t  to  l i f e ,"  and M ilto n 's  C h r is t ia n  D o c tr in e , I, v i i ,  w h e r e  M ilto n  

" e m p h a s iz e s  i t s  a p p lic a t io n  to  'e v e r y  b e a s t  o f th e f ie ld  w h e r e in  th e r e  i s  

l i f e .  " ,3

In B o o k  XI, W o rd sw o rth  c o m e s  a c r o p p e r  o f h is  l i t e r a l ­

m in d e d n e ss  o n ce  m o r e - - t h i s  t im e  w ith  s o m e  a m u sin g  s id e - e f f e c t s  

fr o m  one o f h is  ow n p o e m s . T he o b jec t o f h is  c r i t i c i s m  is  M ilto n 's  

d e s c r ip t io n  of M ic h a e l a s  he a p p e a r s  b e fo r e  A d am  to  p r e p a r e  h im  fo r  

h is  d e p a r tu re  fr o m  E den:
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t h 1 A r c h -A n g e l  so o n  d rew  n ig h , 
N ot in  h is  sh a p e  C e le s t ia l ,  but a s  M an  
C lad to  m e e t  M an . . . .

b y  h is  s id e
A s in  a g l is t e r in g  Z o d ia c  hung th e S w ord , x
S a ta n 's  d ir e  d r e a d , and in  h is  hand th e  S p ea r ,

(P . L . , XI. 2 3 8 -2 4 8 )

W o r d sw o r th  w o n d ers:

W ill it  be h y p e r c r it ic a l  to  r e m a r k  th a t a s  th e A n g e l c a m e  in  
a h u m a n  sh a p e  th is  co u ld  n o t b e  th e  id e n t ic a l sw o r d  o f M ich a e l  
g iv e n  h im  fr o m  th e a r m o u r y  of G od w h ich  w ith  h u ge tw o  h an ded  
sw a y , f e l le d  sq u a d ro n s  a t o n ce  £ p . L . , VI. 250 - 2 5 1 J . I f 's o  "we 
m u st  im a g in e  th e  a n g e l g ifte d  witH a p o w e r  o v e r  h is  sw o rd  
s im i la r  to  w h at he h a s  o v e r  h is  ow n e s s e n c e  v iz .  o f m a k in g  it  
tak e  w hat s i z e  he p l e a s e s .  B ut th is  s e e m s  do in g  to  f s i c ]  g r e a t  
v io le n c e  < to  th e  > e v e n  to  th e  im a g in a tio n . In fa c t  M ilto n  is  
p e r p e tu a lly  e n ta n g led  in  d if f ic u lt ie s  r e s p e c t in g  th e  a r m o u r  he  
h a s  c h o s e n  to  g iv e  h is  A n g e ls .  S a tan  w h en  fr o m  a to a d  h e  
s ta r t s  up in  h is  own sh a p e  i s  th u s d e s c r ib e d  n o r  w a n ted  in  h is  
g r a s p  w hat < ? > s e e m e d  b oth  s p e a r  & s h ie ld  [IV . 9 8 9 -9 9 0 ] .

( I t a l ic s  W. 's )

A lth ou gh  M ilto n  r e c o g n iz e d  th at th e l im ita t io n s  o f h u m an  u n d ersta n d in g  

and im a g in a t io n  r e q u ir e d  th a t he r e p r e s e n t  th e su p e r n a tu r a l b y  " lik 'n in g  

s p ir itu a l  to  c o r p o r a l fo r m s"  (P . L . , V . 5 7 3 ), h e  did  n ot e x p e c t  h is  r e a ­

d e r s  to  a p p ly  s ta n d a rd  u n its  o f m e a s u r e m e n t  to  th o s e  c o r p o r a l fo r m s .  

B u t W o rd sw o rth , a s  w e k n ow , co u ld  not sh a k e  h im s e l f  f r e e  fr o m  th e s e  

r e a l i s t i c  c r i t e r ia  in  th e c o n s tr u c t io n  o f h is  ow n im a g e s .  T he h ig h ly  

im a g in a t iv e  b o a t - s t e a l in g  s c e n e  of T he P r e lu d e  w en t th rou gh  s e v e r a l

r e v is io n s  b e fo r e  he e l im in a te d  th e d e ta il  th a t h e  "dipp'd" h is  " o a r s  in to
^ *

4
th e  s i le n t  L ak e . . . tw en ty  t im e s .  "

M ic h a e l 's  sw o r d  of "huge tw o -h a n d e d  sw ay"  fe a tu r e s  in  a 

so n n e t w h e r e  W o rd sw o rth  d e s c r ib e s  th e d is a s tr o u s  r e s u lt s  o f  g iv in g  

l i t e r a l ,  p h y s ic a l  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  to  th e  m a tte r  o f r o m a n c e  and leg en d :
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W as it  to  d is e n c h a n t , and to  undo,
T h at w e a p p ro a c h e d  th e  S e a t  o f C h a r le m a in e ?
T o sw e e p  fr o m  m a n y  an  o ld  r o m a n tic  s tr a in  
T h at fa ith  w h ich  no d e v o tio n  m a y  r e n e w !
W hy d o e s  th is  puny C hu rch  p r e s e n t  to  v ie w  
H e r  fe e b le  c o lu m n s?  and th a t s c a n ty  c h a ir !
T h is  sw o r d  th at one o f  ou r  w e a k  t im e s  m ig h t w e a r !
O b je c ts  of f a l s e  p r e te n c e ,  or  m e a n ly  tr u e !
If fr o m  a  t r a v e l l e r ' s  fo r tu n e  I m ig h t c la im  
A  p a lp a b le  m e m o r ia l  o f th a t d ay ,
T h en  w ou ld  I s e e k  th e  P y r e n e a n  B r e a c h
T h at R O L A N D  c lo v e  w ith  hu ge tw o -h a n d e d  sw a y ,
A nd to  th e  e n o r m o u s  la b o u r  le f t  h is  n a m e ,
W h ere u n r e m itt in g  f r o s t s  th e  r o c k y  c r e s c e n t  b le a c h .

(A ix - L a -  C h a p e lle )5

W h ere  w a s  W o r d sw o r th 's  " faith"  w h en  he a p p ro a c h e d  M ilto n 's  " r o m a n ­

t ic  s tra in " ?  H e a p p a r e n tly  d id  n ot r e c o g n iz e  th a t, in  tr y in g  to  d e t e r ­

m in e  th e  m e c h a n ic s  by  w h ich  M ic h a e l 's  sw o r d  o f "huge tw o-h an d ed  

sw ay"  co u ld  b e  a d a p ted  to  th e l im ite d  c a p a c it ie s  o f th e  h u m an  fo r m  

a s s u m e d  b y  M ic h a e l , he w a s  d oin g a s  m u ch  d a m a g e  to  th e  r o m a n tic  

e x p lo it s  o f M ic h a e l a s  th e  F r e n c h  had  done to  th o s e  o f C h a r lem a in e  and  

R o la n d  by a ttr ib u tin g  to  a m a n - s iz e d  w ea p o n  th e  le g e n d a r y  fe a t s  o f the  

red o u b ta b le  R olan d .

F o llo w in g  h is  in tr o d u c tio n  in  B o o k  X I, M ic h a e l a n n o u n ces  the  

p u r p o se  o f h is  m is s io n :

to  r e m o v e  th ee  I a m  c o m e ,
And se n d  th e e  fr o m  th e G a rd en  fo r th  to  t i l l
T h e  grou n d  w h en ce  th ou  w a s t  ta k 'n , f i t t e r  S o il .  x

(2 6 0-26 2)
W o rd sw o rth  m a r k s  th e c ir c u m s ta n c e  o f A d a m 's  c r e a t io n  and p o s e s  a

th o u g h t-p r o v o k in g  q u estio n :

W hy is  it  to  be su p p o se d  th a t A d a m  w a s  ta k en  r a th e r  fr o m  th e  
grou n d  w ith o u t p a r a d is e  th an  th an  £ s i c ]  th a t w ith in  it?

T h is  i s  not th e f i r s t  o c c a s io n  in  P a r a d is e  L o s t  w h e r e  m e n t io n  i s  m ad e
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th at A d a m  w a s  c r e a te d  fr o m  th e s o i l  o u ts id e  E d en . R a p h a el sp e a k s  

o f i t  in  h is  s to r y  of th e  C r e a tio n  (VII. 5 3 5 -5 3 8 );  A d am  r e p e a ts  th e  

d e ta il in  h is  ow n a cco u n t o f h is  c r e a t io n  (VIII. 2 9 5 -3 0 6 ) . S in ce  W o r d s ­

w o r th  w a s  no doubt a w a r e  th a t M ilto n  w a s  fo llo w in g  th e  a c co u n t in  

G e n e s is  2 :8 , 15; 3 :2 3 , ^ I a s s u m e  th a t h e  i s  not pu ttin g  h is  q u e s t io n  to  

M ilto n  but to  th e  o r ig in a l  f r a m e r s  o f th e m y th . I t i s  an  in t e r e s t in g  

p r o b le m  on w h ich  m a n y  m o n th s , p e r h a p s  y e a r s ,  co u ld  b e  w e ll  sp e n t in  

w hat w ou ld  no doubt be a fa s c in a t in g  s e a r c h  fo r  an  a n s w e r  in  B ib l ic a l  

e x e g e s i s ,  b oth  H eb rew  and C h r is t ia n . It d o e s  n o t, h o w e v e r , fa l l  w ith in  

th e  p r o v in c e  o f th is  stu d y .

W o r d sw o r th 's  tw o  r e m a in in g  m a r k s  c o n c e r n  an  in t e r e s t  in  

g e o g ra p h y  and b o o k s  o f t r a v e l  th a t b oth  h e  and C o le r id g e  s h a r e d  w ith  

M ilto n . T h ey  o c c u r  in  M ilto n 's  m o s t  fa m o u s  c a ta lo g u e  o f n a m e s  of f a r -  

o ff p la c e s  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  h is to r y ,  le g e n d , and r o m a n c e . T he o c c a s io n  

i s  th e  p r e lu d e  to  th e v is io n  of fu tu re  h is to r y  th a t M ic h a e l s e t s  b e fo r e  

A d a m - - a  p a n o r a m ic  sw e e p  of th e  e n t ir e  w o r ld  th a t t e l l s  i t s  ow n s to r y  o f
7

th e r i s e ,  c o r r u p tio n , and fa l l  o f  h u m an  m a g n if ic e n c e  and g lo r y .

M ic h a e l ta k e s  A d am  to  th e  su m m it  o f  the h ig h e s t  h i l l  in  P a r a d is e :

H is  E y e  m ig h t th e r e  co m m a n d  w h e r e v e r  s to o d  x  
C ity  o f o ld  or m o d e r n  F a m e , th e  S ea t  
O f m ig h t ie s t  E m p ir e , fr o m  th e  d e s t in 'd  W a lls  
O f C am b a lu , s e a t  o f  C ath a ian  C an ,
A nd S a m a rch a n d  b y  O x u s , T e m ir 's  T h ro n e ,
T o  P a q u in  o f S in a ea n  K in g s , and th e n c e  
T o  A g r a  and L a h o r  o f g r e a t  M ogul 
D ow n to  th e  g o ld e n  C h e r s o n e s e , o r  w h e r e  
T h e P e r s ia n  in  E cb a ta n  s a t ,  o r  s in c e  
In H isp a h a n , or  w h e r e  th e  R u s s ia n  K sa r  
In M o s c o , o r  th e  S u ltan  in  B iz a n c e ,
T u r c h e s ta n -b o rn ; n o r  co u ld  h is  e y e  not ken  
Th* E m p ir e  o f N eg u s  to  h is  u tm o s t  P o r t
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E r c o c o  and th e  l e s s  M a r it im e  K in g s  
M o m b a z a , and Q u iio a , and M e lin d ,
A nd S o fa la  th ou gh t O p h ir , to  th e  R e a lm  
O f C o n g o , and A n g o la  fa r d e s t  South;
O r th e n c e  fr o m  N ig e r  F lo o d  to  A tla s  M ount
T he K in g d o m s o f A lm a n so r , F e z  and Su s . . . .  x

L , , XI. 3 8 5 -4 0 3 )

T h e c a ta lo g u e  c o n tin u e s  fo r  a n o th er  e ig h t  l in e s  w ith  up to  th r e e  a d d i­

t io n a l n a m e s  p e r  l in e .  W o rd sw o rth  m a k e s  no c o m m e n t, but w e can  

p e r h a p s  a s s u m e  th a t h e  n o ted  M ilto n 's  s k i l l f u l  p o e t ic  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  

th e  eu p h o n io u s q u a lit ie s  of th e s e  e x o t ic  n a m e s  and m o r e  e s p e c ia l ly  of 

th e ir  s y m b o lic  a p p r o p r ia te n e s s  to  M ic h a e l 's  p u r p o se . W o rd sw o rth  

w o u ld , m o r e o v e r ,  be fa m il ia r  w ith  th e s e  n a m e s  fr o m  h is  ow n rea d in g  

o f P u r c h a s  and w o u ld  know  in  m a n y  in s ta n c e s  th e s p e c i f ic  a s s o c ia t io n s
g

th a t M ilto n  w a s  ev o k in g  b y  th e  m e r e  m e n tio n  o f  a n a m e .

W o rd sw o rth  h im s e l f  m a k e s  u s e  o f  th r e e  o f th e s e  e x o t ic  n a m e s
9

- - " A g ra  and L a h o r  o f g r e a t  M o g u l" (P . L . , XI. 391) - - t o  e n fo r c e , w ith  

an  a l lu s io n  to  th e s to r ie d  p a s t , h is  ow n b e l ie f  th a t th e  c o u n t e r - r e v o lu ­

t io n a r y  in v a d e r s  of F r a n c e  w e r e  d o o m ed  to  in e v ita b le  d e fe a t . T h is  p a s ­

s a g e  i s  a la te  a d d itio n  to  B ook  X o f T h e P r e lu d e :

F r o m  h is  th ro n e  
T he K ing had fa l le n , and th at in v a d in g  h o s t - -  
P r e su m p tu o u s  c lo u d , on w h o se  b la c k  fr o n t w a s  w r itte n  
T he te n d e r  m e r c ie s  of th e d is m a l w ind  
T h at b o r e  i t - - o n  th e p la in s  o f  L ib e r ty  
H ad b u r s t  in n o c u o u s . S ay  in  b o ld e r  w o r d s ,
T h e y - -w h o  h ad  c o m e  e la te  a s  e a s t e r n  h u n te r s  
B an d ed  b e n e a th  th e  G r ea t M o g u l, w h en  h e  
E r e w h ile  w en t fo r th  fr o m  A g ra  or  L a h o r e ,
R a ja h s  and O m ra h s in  h is  tr a in , in ten t  
T o d r iv e  th e ir  p r e y  e n c lo s e d  w ith in  a r in g  
W ide a s  a p r o v in c e , b u t, th e  s ig n a l g iv e n ,
B e fo r e  th e  p o in t of th e  l i f e - t h r e a t e n in g  s p e a r  
N a r ro w in g  i t s e l f  by  m o m e n t s - - t h e y ,  r a sh  m en ,
H ad s e e n  th e  a n t ic ip a te d  q u a rry  tu rn ed
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In to  a v e n g e r s , fr o m  w h o se  w rath  th ey  f le d  
In t e r r o r .

(1850: X. 1 1 -2 7 )

It i s  v e r y  l ik e ly  no a c c id e n t  th at th e  o th e r  a l lu s io n  to  P a r a d is e  L o s t  

in  th is  p a s s a g e - -  1,1 th e s ig n a l g iv 'n 1 (o f th e n a r r o w in g  o f the g ia n ts  

in to  p ig m ie s ) " * * - - a l s o  h a s  i t s  a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  In d ia  and ty ra n n y .

T h e " s ig n a l"  i s  fo r  S a ta n 's  fo l lo w e r s  to  r ed u c e  th e ir  s i z e  s o  th a t th e y  

m a y  fin d  r o o m  at th e  f i r s t  c o u n c il in  P a n d em o n iu m :

t i l l  th e  S ig n a l g iv 'n ,
B e h o ld  a w o n d er ! th ey  but now  w ho s e e m 'd  
In b ig n e s s  to  s u r p a s s  E a r th 's  G ian t S o n s  
N ow  l e s s  th an  s m a l le s t  D w a r fs , in  n a r r o w  r o o m  
T h ro n g  n u m b e r le s s ,  l ik e  th a t P ig m e a n  R a c e  
B ey o n d  th e Ind ian  M ount . . . .  . 7

(P .L .  , I. 7 7 6 -7 8 1 )

It i s  p e r h a p s  b y  the d is c u s s io n  o f ju s t  su c h  t e c h n ic a l  and

s c h o la r ly  d e ta ils  a s  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  f iv e  m a r k e d  l in e s  d i s c u s s e d

h e r e  th a t W o rd sw o rth  a c q u ir e d , am on g  s c h o la r ly  c o l le c t o r s  of r a r e

e d it io n s  l ik e  C h a r le s  L am b  and S a m u e l R o g e r s ,  h is  r ep u ta tio n  a s  "the

13b e s t  k n o w er  o f M ilto n . "
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F o o tn o te s

^This i s  th e  s p e ll in g  o f th e  2nd ed-. o f P a r a d is e  L o s t;  v e r i f ie d  
b y  th e  co p y  in  th e  r a r e  b o o k  c o l le c t io n  o f th e  N ew  Y ork  P u b lic  L ib r a r y .

2
J ohn M ilto n  C o m p le te  P o e m s  and M a jo r  P r o s e , ed . M e r r it t  

Y. H u gh es (N ew  Y ork , 1 9 5 7 ), p. 357 . T he C a ta lo g u e  o f th e  s a le  o f th e  
R y d a l M ount L ib r a r y  l i s t s  a B e n t le y  e d it io n  o f M ilton ; s e e  " A p p en d ix  
IH, " T he C o r r e sp o n d e n c e  o f H en ry  C rabb R o b in so n  w ith  th e  W o rd sw o rth  
C ir c le  ( l8 0 8 - 1 8 6 b ) ,  ed . E d ith  J . M o r le y  (O x fo rd , 19&7), II, 871 .
W h eth er  th is  e d it io n  c o n ta in ed  th e  e m e n d a tio n  c ite d  b y  H u g h es , I do not 
know ; at any r a te ,  it  had  n ot c o m e  to  W o r d sw o r th 's  a tten tio n  up to  th e  
t im e  th a t h e  w r o te  th is  n o te  in  P a r a d is e  L o s t .

^Ibid. , p. 356.

4
S ee  le t t e r  to  C o le r id g e , D e c . o r  Jan . 1 7 9 8 -9 , E L , pp. 2 0 9 -  

210; a ls o  V M S, app . c r i t .  , P r e l . , p . 2 5 .

^M e m o r ia ls  O f A  T ou r O n T h e C o n tin en t, 1 8 2 0 , VII; s e e  n o te ,
P W , III, 4 7 0 , w h ich  c i t e s  P . L . , V I. 251 a s  s o u r c e  o f  "huge tw o -h a n d e d  
sw a y . "

^ H u g h es’s n o te , p . 359 c i t e s  G e n e s is  2:15  on ly; a ls o  c a l ls  a t t e n ­
t io n  to  th e  A p o cry p h a l b o o k  o f II E d r a s  i i i ,  6 , w h ich  s a y s  th a t "A dam
w a s le d  in to  p a r a d is e ,  w h ic h  G od had  p la n ted . "

^See R o b e r t R. C a w ley , M ilto n  and th e L ite r a tu r e  o f  T r a v e l  
(P r in c e to n , 1 9 5 1 ), pp. 9 -1 0 ,  22 , 24 .

g
F o r  s o m e  o f th e  n a m e s  in  th is  p a s s a g e  th a t a r e  to  b e  found in  

P u r c h a s , s e e  H u g h es , p. 442; C a w ley , pp . 9 1 , 135 . F o r  W o r d sw o r th 's  
r ea d in g  o f P u r c h a s ,  s e e  n . 19 , p .  96 a b o v e . F o r  M ilto n 's  e x p lo ita t io n  
o f th e  h is to r y ,  le g e n d , and r o m a n c e  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e s e  n a m e s ,-  s e e  
C a w ley , pp. 117 , 132 , 1 4 0 -1 4 1 .

9
S e e  n o te , P r e l .  , p . 594 .



te x t  (1832); s e e  P r e l . , app. c r i t .  , p. 367; " In tr o d u c tio n ,"
p. x x i i i .

**S ee n o te , P r e l . , p. 594 .

12 H e re  a g a in , W o r d sw o r th 's  ow n r ea d in g  w ou ld  h a v e  m a d e  
h im  a w a r e  th a t in  th is  in s ta n c e  M ilto n 's  s o u r c e  w a s  P l in y . S e e  H u g h e s 's  
n o t e s ,  pp . 2 2 6 , 231 fo r  th e  s o u r c e  o f M ilto n 's  " P ig m e a n  R a c e . "

S ee  pp. 2 -3  a b o v e .



A p p en d ix  B

T ab le  o f  W o rd sw o rth 's  M ark s and C o m m en ts in  a C opy o f

P a r a d is e  L o s t . /  A /  P  O E M /  IN /  T W EL V E  BOOKS. /  T he A uth or / 
JOHN M ILTO N . /  T he S eco n d  E d itio n  /  R e v is e d  and A u g m en ted  by th e  /  
sa m e  A u th or. / LO N D O N , /  P r in te d  by S. S im m o n s  n e x t d oor  to  th e /  
G old en  L io n  in  A ld e r s g a t e - s t r e e t ,  1674.

L in e T yp e W. 's I n te r ­
in o f MS. le a f

P . L . T ex t M ark . N ote Opp. *

I. 194 T hat sp a r k lin g  b la z 'd X N one

I. 592 A ll h e r  O r ig in a l b r ig h tn e s s * N one

I. 6 1 0 - . . . and fr o m  E te r n a l S p le n ­ U n d er ­ N one
613 d o r s  flu ng  

F o r  h is  r e v o lt ,  y e t  fa ith ­
fu l how  th e y  sto o d , 

T h ir  G lo r y  w ith e r 'd . A s
w h en  H e a v e n 's  F ir e  

H ath sc a th 'd  th e  F o r e s t  O a k s, 
or  M ountain  P in e s

lin e

I . 488 A s w hen  fr o m  m o u n ta in  to p s X N one
th e d u sk y  c lo u d s

* In d ic a te s  p a g e  o f P a r a d is e  L o s t  v o lu m e  at w h ich  in t e r le a f  is  
in se r te d :  m a n u sc r ip t  n ote  on  s id e  o f in t e r le a f  fa c in g  th at  
p a g e . 202



L ine Type
in  of

P . L. T ext M ark

III. 524 T he F ien d  b y  e a s y  a s c e n t , x
o r  a g g r a v a te

III. 548 T he g o o d ly  p r o s p e c t  of
s o m e  fo r e ig n  lan d

x

NJ

W. 's I n te r -
M& le a f

N ote  Qpp.

T h is  i s  in ju d ic io u s;  a  S p ir it  p. 76
w ho w a s a b le  to  m ak e su ch  a 
v o y a g e  a s  Satan  h a s  ju s t  p e r ­
fo r m e d  w ho *'at one s l ig h t  
bound cou ld  h igh  o v e r le a p  a ll  
bound** cou ld  not h a v e  h is  
a c c e s s  to  h e a v e n  e ith e r  f a c i ­
l i ta te d  o r  o b s tr u c te d  b y  th e  
le t t in g  dow n or  draw in g  up of 
a p a ir  o f s t a ir s .  - -

T h is  p a r t of th e  p ic tu r e  m ig h t pp. 7 7 -
h a v e  b e e n  im p r o v e d  b y  <the 78
d e lin ea tio n >  a s im p le  in tr o d u c ­
tio n  o f s o m e  o f th e  m o s t  in t e ­
r e s t in g  T ural im a g e s  o f an  e x ­
te n s iv e  p r o s p e c t  v ie w e d  at d a y ­
b r e a k  su c h  a s  H a m le ts , c o tta g e s  
& w o o d s , w ith  r e a c h e s  o f a r iv e r  
&c. < p eer in g >  d isp la y in g  th e m ­
s e lv e s  h e r e  & th e r e  th ru  th e  
m o rn in g  v ap ou r. T he th r e e  la s t  
v e r s e s  a r e  in im ita b ly  p ic tu ­
r e sq u e . It h a s  b e e n  s a id  of 
p o e ts  a s  th e ir  h ig h e s t  p r a is e  
th at th ey  e x h a u ste d  w o r ld s  and  
than  im a g in e d  n ew , th at e x i s ­
te n c e  sa w  th e m  sp u rn  h e r  bounded  
r e ig n  &c. B ut how  m u ch  of th e  
m o s t  v a lu a b le  p a r t o f the p o e t 's

203
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in  of

P . L . T ext M ark

IV. H is  m ou n ted  s c a le  a loft: n o r  x
1014 m o r e ;  but f le d

V. 4 W as A e r y  lig h t , fr o m  p u re  x
d ig e s t io n  b r e d

VI. 327 A ll h is  r ig h t s id e ;  th en
S atan  f i r s t  knew  p a in

/

W. 's
MS.

N ote

p r o v in c e  < c o n s is t s  in >  how  m u ch  
o f the r e a l  e x c e l le n c e  o f I m a g i­
n a tio n  c o n s is t s  in  th e  c a p a c ity  
of e x p lo r in g  < e x is t in g  > th e  
w o r ld  r e a l ly  e x is t in g  & th en ce  
s e le c t in g  o b je c ts  b ea u tifu l or  
g ra n d  a s  th e o c c a s io n  m a y  r e ­
q u ire . Who i s  th e r e  th at d o es  
not p e r u s e  th is  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  
s o  fa m ilia r  an a p p ea ra n ce  w ith  
fa r  m o r e  p le a s u r e  th an  th e p r e ­
ced in g  a cco u n t o f th e  s e a  o f  
J a s p e r  < a n d >  or  liq u id  p e a r l,  
th e  p a la c e  g a te  im b e l l is h e d  
w ith  d iam on d  and w ith  g o ld , o r  
th e  g o ld en  s t a ir s  w h ich  w e r e  
o c c a s io n a l ly  le t  dow n fr o m  h e a ­
ven .

N one

N one

I a m  n ot s u r e  th a t it  h a s  e v e r  
b e e n  o b s e r v e d  th at M ilto n  h e r e  
i s  g u ilty  of an o v e r s ig h t . He 
fo r g e ts  th e  e x p r e s s io n s  w h ich  
h e  p uts in to  th e  m ou th  of S in  
d e s c r ip t iv e  o f h e r  ow n b ir th . 
" A ll on  a su d d en  m is e r a b le

In te r ­
le a f

°P P -

p. 155

204
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in  of

P . L. T ext M ark

VII. O f C ora l s tr a y , o r  s p o r t -  x
405 ing  w ith  q u ick  g la n c e

VII. In jo in ted  A r m o r  w atch: x
409

VII. In  co m m o n , ran g 'd  in  f ig u re  U n d er -  
426 w ed g e  th ir  w ay lin e

VII. . . . th e  Sw an w ith  A rch ed  x
438 n e c k

VII. L e t  th' E a r th  b r in g  fo r th  x
451 F o u l l iv in g  in  h e r

k inde

W. ’s
MS.

N ote

p a in  s u r p r iz e d  th e e  &c, 
(I ta lic s  W. (s)

N one

N one

v e r y  b ea u tifu l

T hat a s  th e  m a le  sw a n  i s  in f i ­
n ite  [ s i c ]  m o r e  m a j e s t ic  M ilto n  
ought r a th e r  to  h a v e  sa id  b e t ­
w e e n  h is  w h ite  w in g s  m a n tlin g  
&c - -  (I ta lic s  W. 's)

L e t  th e ea r th  b r in g  fo r th  fow l 
liv in g  in  h e r  k ind . T h is  s e e m s  
an  o v e r s ig h t;  fo w l had b een  
c r e a te d  b e fo r e , n o r  i s  th e r e  any  
m en tio n  in  th e  c r e a t io n  o f th is  
day of an y  o th er  a n im a ls  than  
in s e c t s  r e p t i le s  & q u ad ru p ed s.

In te r ­
le a f

Qggy.-

M arg in

p. 188 

p. 188



Line TYPe
in of

P . L. T ext M ark

YIII. On h is  H ill  top , to  lig h t x
520 th e b r id a l L am p

VIII. A m on g th e B e a s t s  no M ate x
594 fo r  th ee  w as found

VIII. O f m e m b r a n e , jo in t, or  x
625 l im b , e x c lu s iv e  b a r s

IX. 4 8 3 -  W hose h ig h e r  in te l le c tu a l  x
4 8 4  m o r e  I shun ,

A nd s tr e n g th , of c o u ra g e  x
h au ghty , and o f lim b

1

W. 's
MS.

N ote

N one

N one

N one

T h is  la n g u a g e  s e e m s  in c o n s i s ­
ten t w ith  the c h a r a c te r  & 
p o w e r s  a s c r ib e d  b y  M ilton  to  
h is  tw o  g r e a t  p e r s o n a g e s  S atan  
& A d am . T hough A d am  m ig h t be  
e x em p t fr o m  w ound, a b e in g  w h o se  
h a n d 's  d isp a tch  w a s  ou tgrow n  
e v e n  in  th e  p r e c in c t s  of h is  
b o w e r , w h ich  w e r e  u n s ig h tly  & 
u n sm o o th , cou ld  not a s  fa r  a s  
r e la te d  to  c o r p o r a l s tr en g th  
b e su p p o sed  a fo r m id a b le  a n ta ­
g o n is t  to  one who i s  g ifted  
w ith  p o w er  to  su b v e r t s y s t e m s ,  
th e  p o e t t e l l s  u s  th at o f w h om  
God & h is  son' e x c e p t  c r e a te d  
th in g  nought v a lu ed  n o r  shun ned .

(I ta lic s  W. 's )

In te r ­
le a f

°P P -

p. 228
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L ine Type
in  of

P . L. T ext Mark

X. 306 So, i f  g r e a t  th in g s  to  s m a ll  x
m a y  be c o m p a r 'd

X. 533 H im  fo llo w 'd  is s u in g  fo r th  x
to  th ' open  F ie ld

W. 's
MS.

Note

In te r ­
le a f

°PP*

N one

H ere  w e b id  fa r e w e ll  to  th e p. 267
f i r s t  c h a r a c te r , p e r h a p s  e v e r  
e x h ib ite d  in  P o e tr y . A nd it  
i s  not a l i t t l e  to  be la m e n te d  
th a t, h e  le a v e s  u s in  a s i t u a ­
tio n  s o  < l i t t le  in >  d eg ra d ed  
in  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  th e  g r a n ­
d eu r  o f  h is  in tro d u c tio n .
M ilto n 's  fo n d n e ss  fo r  the  
M e ta m o r p h o se s  p ro b a b ly  in d u ced  
h im  to  draw  th is  p ic tu r e  w h ich  
<1  cannot e x c >  e x c e l le n t ly  a s  i t  
[ i s ]  e x e c u te d  I can n ot but 
th ink un w orth y  o f h is  g e n iu s .
T he " sp a tte r in g  n o ise "  &c. a r e  
im a g e s  w h ich  can  < n o t b u t>  on ly  
e x c it e  d is g u s t . T he r e p r e s e n ­
ta tio n  of the F a l le n  A n g e ls  
w rea th in g  th e ir  ja w s f i l le d  w ith  
s o o t  and c in d e r s  w ith  h a te fu lle s t  
d is r e l i s h  co n ta in s  in  i t  noth ing  
th a t can  a ffo rd  p le a s u r e .  H ad  
th e  p o e t < c h o s e n  t o >  d e te r m in e d  
to  in f l ic t  upon th em  a s o  b e s ­
t ia l  p u n ish m en t c e r ta in ly  one  
m o r e  n o b le  m o r e  co n so n a n t to  the  
d ig n ity  o f th e b e in g s  m ig h t  
e a s i ly

IO
o
-1



L in e
in

P . L . T ex t

X. 923 W hile y e t  w e l iv e ,  s c a r c e
one sh o r t  h ou r  p erh ap s

XI. 207 And s lo w  d e s c e n d s , w ith
so m e th in g  h e a v 'n ly  
frau gh t

T ype
o f

M ark

x

x

XI. 247 A s in  a g l is te r in g  Z od iac
hung th e  Sw ord

x

W. 's In te r -
MS. le a f

N ote Qpp.

N one

It m a y  h o w e v e r  be o b s e r v e d  p . 292
th at G ray  in  m ak in g  h is  b a rd s  
v a n ish  in  a b r ig h t path i n ­
s te a d  o f a m u rk y  c lo u d  h a s  < ? > 
g iv e n  h is  p ic tu r e  to o  m u ch  
s a m e n e s s  and lo s t  th at c o n tr a s t  
w h ich  i s  s o  s tr ik in g  in  M ilto n 's .
B e s id e s  a s  h is  f ig u r e s  a r e  d e s ­
c r ib ed  a s  a  g r ie s ly  b a n d w ith  
b lo o d y  han ds i t  w ould  h ave  b e e n  
m o r e  co n so n a n t to  th e ir  n atu re  
to  h a v e  r e p r e s e n te d  th em  as  
d isa p p ea r in g  in  < g lo o m  > a tr o u ­
b le d  and g lo o m y  sk y .

W ill i t  b e  h y p e r c r it ic a l  to  r e -  p. 293
m a r k  th at a s  th e  A n g e l ca m e  in
a hum an sh ap e th is  cou ld  n o t be
th e id e n t ic a l sw o rd  o f  M ich a e l
g iv e n  h im  fr o m  th e a r m o u r y  of
G od w h ich  w ith  hu ge tw o han d ed
sw a y , f e l le d  sq u a d ro n s a t o n c e .
If so  w e m u st im a g in e  th e  a n g e l  
g ifte d  w ith  a  p o w er  o v e r  h is  
sw o rd  s im ila r  to  w hat h e  h a s  
o v e r  h is  own e s s e n c e  v iz . of 
m ak in g  i t  tak e w hat s iz e  he  
p le a s e s .  B ut th is  s e e m s  doing  
to  [ s i c ]  g r e a t  v io le n c e  < to  th e  > 208



L ine
in

P . L . T ext

Type
of

M ark

XI. 262 T he grou n d  w h en ce  thou  w a s t  x
ta k 'n , f i t te r  S o il

XI. 385 H is E y e  m ig h t th e r e  com m an d  x
w h e r e v e r  s to o d

XI. 403  T he K in gd om s o f  A lm a n s  o r , x
F e z  and Sus

X I.,439 T he In w ard s and th ir  F a t , x
w ith  In c e n se  s t r e w 1 d

W. 's  
MS.

N ote

e v e n  to  th e  im a g in a tio n . In 
fa c t  M ilto n  i s  p e r p e tu a lly  
en ta n g led  in  d if f ic u lt ie s  r e s ­
p e c tin g  th e  a rm o u r  h e  h a s  c h o ­
s e n  to  g iv e  h is  A ngels'. Satan  
w hen  fr o m  a to a d  h e  s ta r t s  up in  
h is  ow n sn ap e  is  th us d e s c r ib e d  
n o r  w an ted  in  h is  g r a sp  w hat < ? >  
s e e m e d  both  sp e a r  & s h ie ld . - .  

( I ta lic s  W. 's)

W hy i s  it  to  be su p p o sed  th at 
A d am  w a s ta k en  r a th e r  fr o m  th e  
grou nd  w ith ou t p a r a d is e  than  
th an  [ s ic ]  th a t w ith in  it?

N one

N one

T h is  i s  in e le g a n t  and r em in d s  
one to o  s tr o n g ly  o f a B u tc h e r s  
s t a l l ,  i t  i s  th e  m o r e  to  be  
la m e n te d  a s  th e r e s t  o f the  
d e s c r ip t io n  is  a p a tte r n  of

In te r ­
le a f

° P P -

p. 293

p. 298

209



L in e  T ype
in  o f

P . L . T ex t M ark

XI. 453 T ' w h om  M ich a e l th u s , h e e  x
a ls o  m o v 'd , r e p li'd

XII. 59 A s m o ck t th ey  s to r m ; g r e a t  x
la u g h te r  w a s in  H ea v 'n

XII. 66 A u th o r ity  u su rp t, fr o m  G od x
not g iv 'n

W. 's
MS.

N ote

s im p lic ity ;  it  i s  a la n g u a g e  
w h ich  s e e m s  lo s t ,  to  m o d er n  
to n g u es

He a ls o  m o v ed  < ? > in  rea d in g  
th is  th e m a n n er  in  w h ich  
M ich a e l i s  in tro d u ced  ought 
to  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  "he k in g ly  
fr o m  h is  s ta te  in c lin e d  not. "
The sy m p a th y  o f su ch  a b e in g  
in  the s p e c ta c le  g iv e s  it  a d d i­
t io n a l in t e r e s t .

T h is  p ic tu r e  i s  not co n son an t  
to  w hat m ig h t b e  e x p e c te d  fr o m  
s u p e r io r  b e in g s  s p e c ta to r s  of 
su ch  a s c e n e ;  < to  th em ?  > S h a k s -  
p e a r  i s  fa r  m o r e  r a tio n a l & 
im p r e s s iv e  "Oh! but m a n  proud  
m a n  -  [ s i c ]  p la y s  su ch
fa n ta s t ic  tr ic k s  b e fo r e  h igh  
h e a v e n  a s  m ak e th e  a n g e ls  w e e p ". 

(I ta lic s  W. ‘s)

In te r ­
le a f

Qpp»

p. 299

p. 315

N one
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